Gidi thiéu Cay Thap Tu Ven Duwong

Truyén Cay Thap Ty Ven Pudng, chuyén n6i vé mit ban dao nho ma noi d6 ¢6 nhitng cy cay thap tir ven dudng khong phéi dé twong niém nhitng
nguoi da thi€t mang trong cac vy tai nan giao thong,

Ma la dé thong béo thoi gian sap dién ra cac v dm sét. Nan nhan chinh B nhitng ngudi da déing bai viét thiéu can trong hay dé 10 qua nhiéu thong tin ca
nhan trén cac trang mang xa hoi. Co 1a mdt chuyén gia vé ngdn ngii co thé, co6 d nhanh chong 1an ra cac manh moi va phat hién ra trung tm ctia moi
nghi van 1 cau.

Pong co giét ngudi ciia cau la dé tra thi nhitng ai da timg nhyc ma minh trén mang, Nhung syr that dang sau lai khong hé don gian nhur vay, khi chinh cau
ciing chi [a nan nhén trong k& hoach giét ngudi ctia hung thi.

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chuong 1

KHONG BUNG CHO

Vién canh sat doi tun tra Xa 1 California, mdt anh chang tré tudi véi mai toc vang ré tre dyng dimg nam dudi cai mii cimg, dura mét nhin qua kinh chan
gi6 cua chiec xe cong vu Crown Victoria trong liic 1ai xe vé phia namdoc Xa 1o 1 & Monterey. Bén phai 2 nhitng con cat, bén trai la khu thurong mai
khiém t6n trai dai

C6 céi gi d6 khac la. Cai gi kia?

Vién canh sat dura mét quan sat con duodng lic quay vé nha vio timnam gio chiéu sau khi két thic cudc tuan tra. Anh it khi viét bién lai phat & doan
duong nay mi nhudng lai viée 4y cho c4c dong nghiép dia phuong - mdt phép lich sy nghé nghiép - nhung thinh thoang anh cling tuyt coi ai d6 dang vi
vu trong mdt chiéc xe ctia Pirc hay Italia, néu tim trang khong duroc t6t, va anh thurong bang qua tuyén dudng ny dé vé nha vao tim ndy nén biét kha
13 noi day.

Kia... N6 kia roi. Thir gi d6 khé sic s& bén vé duong, céch phia truée chimg mot phan tur dim, nm dudi chén mot trong nhitmg con cat nhd lén che
khuat tam nhin ra vinh Monterey.

N6 c6 thé I cai gi nhi?

Vién canh sat bt den nhay trén noc xe - theo ding quy dinh - va tép vao bén phai. Anh d6 chiéc Ford lai, dé mui xe chéch sang trai huéng ra dudng,
nhu thé trong trrdng hop b1 tong vao tir phia sau, chiéc xe s& bi ddy ra xa chir khong lao vé phia anh, r6i bude khoi xe. Mot cay thip tur - vat tudng
memben dudng - duoc cim vao cat, & vi tri cao hon vai anh d6i chut N6 cao chirng nira mét va la san pham tw che dugc ghép lai tir nhitng nhanh cay
iy sim mau, budc quanh bang loai ddy ma nhitng ngudi ban hoa van dung. Mot bo hoa hong do6 sAm JAm tAm vét ban dat dudi chan thap tur. O giita
cdy thap tur la mot phién tron bang bia cac tong, noi ghi giit ngay thang dién ra vu tai nan bang nét murc xanh. Khong c6 cai tén nao khic ¢ dang trude
hay dang sau.

Chinh ra nhitng vt tréng niém cac nan nhin cua tai nan giao thong khong duoc Kkhuyén khich, vi d6i ic s& co nguoi bi thurong, tham chi tir vong khi
dang co trong mdt cay thip tu hodc dé lai hoa hay thil nhdi bong,

Nhitng vat nhur thé thuong rat trang nhi va gy xtic dong, Nhung cdy thap tur ny lai 6 gi d6 ma quéi.

Ma ké ciing la, nguroi canh sat khong thé nhé ndi bat cir vu tai nan ndo. Trén thuc té, day 1a mot trong nhitng doan an toan nhét clia tuyén Xalolo
California. Tuyén duong nay thye sy trd thanh mot noi tach bict han v6i khu phia nam Carmel, chéng han nhur vy tai nan thuong tAm vai tuan trude: Hai
co gii chét tham khi dang tré vé sau bita tice t6t nghiép. Nhung & day thi khac, xa 10 ¢6 ba ln xe chay va phan I6n déu 1 duong théng, thinh thoang
xuat hién mdt quang dudng vong han ché toe d6 qua khu vire timg 14 cain ctr Fort Ord, gids trd thanh khuon vién mot trudng hoc va cac khu mua sim

Vién canh st nghi dén viéc nhd cay thip tur di, nhung rét ¢6 thé nhing nguoi trdng niémkia s€ quay lai cAmmit cdy khac va mao hiém tinh mang ctia
ho thém n niva. TSt nht ctr de yén né & do. Bé thoa méin con hleu ky, anh s& hoi vién trung si phu trach lic sang dé biét 1 noi nay da xay ra chuyén gi
Anh quay trd lai xe, nemrmxuong ghe va vudt mii toc hii cua, 101 14i xe tré lai duwong, khong con dit tm tri vao nhitng vu tai nan nita. Anh nghi vé
chuyén vo minh s& ndu gi cho bira t6i, vé chuyén s& dua cac con di bé boi sau do.

Va khi ndo em trai anh s¢ i thj trdn nhi? Vién canh sét nhin vo 6 chi ngay thang trén méit dong ho deo tay ctia minh. Anh cau may. Phai vy khong?
MOt cai liec nhin qua dién thoai di §ong nham cting ¢ thdng tin, ding r6i, hdm nay 13 Hai muroi lim thang Sau.
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That ky la. Ai d6 dé lai cay thap tu bén duong da nhdm IAn. Anh nhé rit 1& ngiy thang dugc viét nguéch ngoac trén d6 1 ngiy mai, thir Ba, ngiy Hai
muroi sau thang Sau.

C6 thé nhing con ngudi dau khd toi nghiép dé lai vat twéng niém da xtic dong dén mirc ghi nhdm ngay.

Hinh énh cdy thap tur ky quai md dan di, dit khong hoan toan bién mit, va khi ngwoi canh sét tiép tuc cude hanh trinh theo xa 1 quay vé nha, anh i xe
6 phan than trong hon doi chit.

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong dugce tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 2

Quéng sang md mo le 16i - thir anh sang mang mau xanh huc nhot nhat ma quai - nhay miia ngoai tam voi cd gai.
Gia nhur ¢ ¢6 thé véi t6i né.

Chi cAn ¢6 véi duge t6ind, ¢d s& an toan.

Quéng sang md mo, 4n hién trong bong t6i ctia cdp xe, dong dua ddy cay doc ngay trén hai chan ¢b gii lic nay dang bi tréi chit vao nhau bing bing
dinh, hai cénh tay c6 cling vay.

Mot bong sang...

Thémménh bang dinh nita bit kin miéng va c6 dang the bang i, can than hit vao ting chit mot, nhu thé khong gian bén trong ¢bp chiéc Canry chi
chira dung c6 ngin 4y khong khi. Nguoi ¢b xoc nay lén dau diéng khi chiéc xe vap phai 6 ga. C6 nic 1én mdt tiéng kéu tic nghen.

Thinh thoang lai ¢6 chiit 4nh sang tir cac ngudn khac thim nhap dugc vao: Mt quing sang nhd nhd dé quach khi hén dap phanh, dén xi nhan khi xe r&.
Khong con thém nguon sang tir bén ngoai vi lic nay da khoang gan mét gio dém

Mot dém sang dap don Bc t6i Fic lui. D6 B cin md cdp khan cip. Qua khe hé tay cam, hinh dang mdt nguoi dén 6ng nhéy ra khoi xe roi dén vio bong
tOi.

Nhung can md van nam ngoai tam véi ciia chan co.

Tammy Foster da ngimg khoc. Nhimg tiéng nirc né bt du sau khi ké tn cong ap t6i tir sau keng ¢6 trong bi dé xe t6i tim ctia cu lac b, dén bang
dinh bit Ién miéng cd, vén trdi hai tay ra sau lung va némco vao cop xe. Han cling budc uon chén co lai.

C6 gai murdi bay tudi clng do trong con hoang loan khi nghi rang: Han khong mudn bi nhin thay mit. Thé 1 t6t. Han khong mudn giét minh.

Hén chi muén lm minh so.

Tammy dua miét nhin quanh cdp xe, dom sang dang dung dura. C6 gii cb ging ding d6i ban chan vai iy n6, song no lai truot di gitra hai chiéc giy.
Tammy kha khoé manh vi ¢6 choi bong da va con tham gia d6i hoat ndo vién. Nhung vi goc d6 khong thudn loi, c6 chi c6 the gitt hai chan gio 1én duoc
trong vai gidy.

Bong sang van tudt khoi tam véi ctia co.

Chiée xe tiép tuc phong di. Timg ching duong trdi qua, cd cang cam thiy tuyét vong hon. Tammy Foster lai bat dau khoc.

DBung! Bung! Mili minh s€ nghet va minh s& bi ngat thd.

Co gai ép ban than phai ngirng khoc.

Béng ly Tammy phai c6 mt ¢ nha trude nira dém Me ¢6 bé ¢6 I& s& nhé ra con minh vé muon néu ba khong dang say mém trén trudng ky, than thén
trach phan vé moi réc r6i ndo d6 voi ong ban trai moi nhat.

Hoic c6 thé em gii s& nhé t6i ¢6, néu con bé khong phai dang viii dau vao mang Internet hay goi dién thoai - mdt trong hai viéc Tammy chic chin né
dang lam

Choang,

Van [ 4m thanh nhu K trude - tiéng kim loai va ddp vao nhau khi hin ném thir gi d6 1én bing ghé sau.
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Tammy nghi t&i nhitng bd phim kinh dj timng xem Nhitng bd phim quéi dan, ghé tém. Tra tAn, giét choc. Vi du thir dung cu.
Ding ¢ nghi v& chuyén d6. C6 gai tap trung chi y vao thir 4nh sang mau xanh luc dang dung dua ctia c4i cin mo cdp.

Va nghe thiy mot 4m thanh moi. Bién.

Cubi cting xe dimg lai, va hén tit may.

Anh dén wut tit.

Chlec xe dung dura khi ngudi dan ong cua quiy trén ghé danh cho tai xé. Han dang Am gi vay? Lic nay c6 c6 thé nghe thay ca tiéng kéu 6m 6m trong
¢b hong ctia nhitng con héi ciu gin d6. Ho dang & mot béi bién, va quanh noi ddy, vao giita dém tdi, hin 2 hoan toan ving ling,

M6t cénh cira xe mo ra rdi dong lai. Va mot canh cira thir hai md ra. Thém tiéng kim loai va vio nhau loang xoang vang lén trén bang ghé sau.
Céc dung cy... tra tan.
Canh cra d6ng sam that manh.

Va Tammy Foster phét hoang. C6 bé chim véo trong tiéng nirc nd, vimg vy ¢b hit vao nhiéu hon thir khong khi t& hai. "Khong, mon, mon!", c6 kéu
Ién, dAu cho nhing 161 d6 qua tim bang dinh trén miéng c6 chi con  thir 4m thanh ur 1.

Tammy bét dau doc w6t qua moi 1oi cau nguyén ma minh con nhé trong khi chd ndp cdp xe bat mo.
Tiéng song bién ri rao. Lii hai cau kéu am .

C6 sap chét.

“Me o1

Nhung sau d6... ching c6 gi xay ra.

Niip cdp xe khong nhic Ién, cira xe khong bat mo, ciing khong thiy tiéng budc chin lai gan. Sau ba phit, c6 di kiém soat duoc ban thin. Con hoang
loan dju dan.

Nam phiit da troi qua, va hin van chua mo nip cop.

Muoi.

Tammy khe& bat cudi man dai.

Chi Id mdt man doa dim hai himg, Hén s& khong giét hay hiép ¢6. Mot tro dua tai 4c.

C6 dang thire sy mim cudi dudi I0p bang dinh thi chic xe dung dura, cho dui rat nhe. Nu cudi ctia ¢6 tit ngdm. Chiéc Camry lai rung 1én 1an nita, kiéu
dao dong nhur bi x6 day nhe, du rang manh hon Ian trede. Tammy nghe thay tiéng nurde bi bdm va ring minh. C6 gai chot nhan ra mt con song vira dép
vao dau xe.

Oi, Chia oi, khong! Han da bo lai chiéc xe trén bai bién, trong khi thiy triéu sép kén!

Chiée xe I xudng cat khi nurée dang lén ngap quanh bdn banh.  Khong! Mot trong nhitng dleu co s nhét i bi chét dubi. Va bi mic ket tai mot khong
gian chét chdi khép kin nhur noi ndy... thit khong tuong tuong ndi. Tammy bét dau dap lén nép cdp.

Nhung tat nhién, ngoai d6 chang c6 ai nghe thiy, ngoai i hai cau.
Nude bién Iic niy dang vb i oap vao hai bén thanh chiéc xe cta hiing Toyota.
Anhsang...

Bang cach nao do, c6 phai gt can mo ndp cdp xe. CO hat tung doi gidy dangdira va thir lan nita, dau g manh xubng tAm tham, tuyét vong gio hai ban
chan huéng vé phia cai can sang md mo. C6 kep hai ban chan vao hai bén can, 4n manh, cac co bung thit lai.

Ngay bay gio!
Hai chan ¢6 bj chudt rit dau budt, ¢6 kéo cai can xudng,

Mt tiéng tach.



Phail N6 da mo!

Nhung rdi Tammy rén 1én kinh hoang, Can gat d4 ha xudng theo ban chan, nhung cop xe van khong mg. C6 tron miit nhin bong dén mau xanh lue nim
ngay canh minh. Hén I hén d3 cit day! Sau khi ném c6 gai vao cdp, hén da cit nd. Can mo chi con nim dung dua & do, khong con ndi voi ddy cap
ning nip cdp xe.

Co da mic ket.

Aido, lam on di, Tammy lai cAu nguyén... t61 Chia, t6i mdt ngudi tinh c¢d di ngang qua, thdm chi ca téi ké bét coc ¢d, cb thé hin s& ban cho ¢o chit long
thuong hai.

Nhung cau tra 101 duy nht [ tiéng ong oc dimg dung ctia mrdc bién bét dau tran vao trong cdp.

*

Khach san Peninsula Garden nim lan khuét trong khu dan cur gan Xa 16 68 - tuyén dudng dai hai muroi dam ni troi voi hau hét nhimg dic trung von ton
tai & noi ndy - Chon nuon hinh mudn vé cta hat Monterey.

Con duong quanh co udn hron vé phia ty bét dau tir Salinas - noi diroc ménh danh | “Vuron rau quéa cua ca nudc”. Ludt ngang qua Pong o nha
troi[ 1] xanh bat ngan la duong dua Laguna Seca[2] day ndo nhiét, hay nhitng khu van phong phirc hop, 16i dén Monterey bui bam va Pacific Grove[3]
v6i nhitng ring thong trai dai vo tan. Cudi clng, dé két thic chuyén hanh trinh, tuyén duong s& dua cc tay 14i, hay chi #t nhitng nguoi da chiu khé bang
qua toan b khung canh ké trén tir dau dén cudi, t6i khu Seventeen Mile Drive[4] tr(r danh - noi cur ngu ctia mdt loai nguoi hay gip quanh noi nay:
Nhitng ké Fim tién.

[1. Pastures of Heaven: cach goi khc ctia ciing thung ling Monterey theo nhan d@ truyén ngiin ciing tén ctia John Steinbeck.
2. Truong dua 6 t6 va mb t6 & California, nim gan ca Salinas va Monterey.

3. Mot thanh phé ven bién thudc hat Monterey, California.

4. Poan dudng c6 phong canh rét dep chay qua Pacific Grove va bai bién Pebble & ban dio Monterey, California.]
“Khong ti,” Michael O’Neil n6i véi Kathryn Dance trong khi ca hai cing chui ra khoi chiée xe ciia anh.

Dance quan sat khunha chinh trang tri theo phong cach Tay Ban Nha va séu toa nha ndm gan ké qua cip kinh hep gong xam Khu nha nghi trong kha
tién nghi, cho du & vai ngdc ngach da hoi cii va bui bam. “Pep qua. Toi thich nd.”

Trong lic ca hai nguoi dimg quan sat khu khach san, phia xa la bo bién Thai Binh Duong I md trong swong sém, Dance - mdt chuyén gia vé phén tich
ctr chi va ngdn ngit co thé - dang ¢ ging do xét O’Neil. Mot chanh thanh tra cta Ban Diéu tra S¢ Canh sat hat Monterey, 1 ngudi that kho danh gia.
Ngudi dan 6ng c6 than hinh vam v& ngoai i b6n muroi tudi véi méi toc mudi tiéu niy twong dbi d& tinh, nhung kha kiém 101 trir khi anh biét rd déi phuong,
Tham chi ca khi d6 anh ciiing rat dé xén trong cir chi va thai d6 ctia minh. Nguoi dan ong nay khong boc 16 nhidu qua diéu bo, ctr chi.

Tuy vay, vao thoi diém hién tai c6 ¢6 thé nhan thiy ring anh ching chit may may bon chdn, bat chép tinh chét chuyén di ctia ho t6i day.

C6 thi... hoan toan trai nguoc.

Kathryn Dance - mt phu nit gon gang ¢ o tudi ngoai ba muroi - hom nay dé méi toc miu vang sim ctia minh theo cach c6 van thurdng lim - bén thanh
bim theo kicu Phép - phén cubi dubi toc 1 mot dai ruy bang miu xanh nhat do chinh con gai ¢6 da chon sang homdo va budc cén than thanh mjt cai no.
Dance miic mot chiéc vay dai xép ly mau den va khoéc 4o vest dong mau bén ngoai chiéc so mi trang. Pdi bot den ¢6 thap cao nam phan - moén hang
khién nguoi phu nit ndy mé€ man tir nhiéu thang troi nhung 6 da c¢o kiém cheé cho dén khi ching duoc ban ha gia.

O’Neil dang n¥ic trén ngudi mot trong s ba hay bon bo trang phuc thirdng ngdy ciia minh: quin vai bong dng hep va 4o so mi xanh, khong ca vat. Ao
khoac ngoai clia anh ¢6 mau xanh samké ca ro mo.

Nguoi gac cira, mot anh chang ngudi La Tinh vui vé, nhin hai nguoi tir ddu dén chan véi nét mit nhur mudn n6i: C6 vé rat dep doi ddy. “Han hanh chao
don 6ng ba. Hy vong 6ng ba vui vé trong thoi gian hru lai day”, anh ta md ctra cho ho.

Dance guong cudi nhin O’Neil, ri ¢4 hai bang qua tién sanh hdy hdy gi6 dé tién dén quiy I8 tan.

%

Tir khu nha chinh, ho di xuyén qua khuén vién khach san, tim kiém phong d duoc hen trude.
“T6i ching bao gid nghil chuyén ndy s& dién ra”, O’Neil n6i v6i Dance.
Nit dac vu kh& cudi. Co thich thi khi nhn ra d6i it minh thinh thoang lai bat gidc huéng vé phia cac cira ra vao va cira sb. Pay d mot dang phan tmg

mang tinh phi ngén ngf, diéu d6 chimg to chit thé dang vo thire tim kiém 161 thoat - mot biéu hién thudng thiy & nhitng nguoi dang trong trang thai cing
thang,



“Nhin kia”, ¢6 n6i, chi tay vé phia bé boi. Noi ndy dudng nhu phai c6 dén bén cai.
“Gidng nhur Disneyland[5] cho nguoi 16n vay. Nghe n6i c6 rat nhiéu nghé sinhac rock timg & day.”

[5. Disneyland: la mot phin ctia phirc hop khdng 16 ctia Disneyworld - tip doan s6 1 thé gidi vé cac dich vu da niing duoc sang lip boi Water Elias
Disney (1901-1966).]

“Thét sa0?”’, 6 cau may.

“Cé gi khong 6n a?”

“Chi 1 t6i dang nghil bi ném d4 va quéng tivi cing d6 dac qua cira s6 thure sy ching vui vé gi.”

“Noi ndy i Carmel, thua quy ¢6”, O’Neil nhéc nhé. “Tro dién rd nhét ngudi ta timg bt gip o day | ném dd c6 thé tai ché vao thing rac.”
Dance ngi t6i duong lui song van git im king. Nhimg 1i dua cot chi cang am ¢ thém bon chon.

C6 dimng lai bén mt cdy co c6 1 trong nhu nhitng mén vii khi séc lem. “Ching ta dang & dau day?”

Ngudi chanh thanh tra nhin vao mdt ménh gidy, dinh hudng cho ban thén i chi vio mdt trong cic ngdi nha nim phia sau. “Kia.”

Ho dung lai ngoai ctra. O’Neil tho ra va nhudng mot bén may. “Toi doan Ia no day.”

Dance bt cuoi. “Toi cd cam giac nhur minh 1a mdt ¢6 gai vi thanh nién vay.”

O’Neil go cira.

Sau mdt khoanh khéic im ing, canh cira mo ra, dé 16 mot nguoi dan ong giy g0, c6 1§ da gin nam muroi tubi, mic quin den, 4o so mi tréng va deo mot
cai ca vat ké soc. “Michael, Kathryn. That dung gio. Moi vao.”

Emest Seybold, cong t6 vién lu niim ctia hat Los Angeles, gat dau moi ho vao phong, Bén trong, mdt nhan vién hru trik ciia tda 4n dang ngdi bén canh
chiéc may ghi am dugc lap trén mot cai gia ba chan. Mot phu nit tré khac dung diy chao hai ngudi moi dén. C6 ta duge Seybold gidi thi€u 1 trg ly cua
ong tdi tir L.A[6].

[6. Viét tit ctia Los Angeles. ]

Péu thang nay, Dance va O’Neil da thyc hién mot vu diéu tra & Monterey: Daniel Pell - ke lanh dao gido phai va cling la mdt tén sat nhin dang bi kétan
- d3 vurot nguc va 4n ndu tai ving ban dao, kim le xtr thém vai nan nhan. Khong may rang mot trong s6 nhimg d6i turong hoa ra lai B nguoi hoan toan
khéc v6i du dodn ctia Dance cing cac dong nghiép ctia c6. Hau qué cta sai lim dang tiéc trén da dan dén mot vu 4n mang nita.

Dance kién quyét mudn truy bat hung thi. Nhung ¢6 rét nhidu ap hre nay sinh tir mot s6 t chirc ’réit ¢6 mau mit khién cude diéu tra phai khép lai
Buong nhién, Dance khong mubn chip nhin bo cudc, va trong khi cong t6 vién Monterey tir choi thy Iy vu an, ¢6 cing O’Neil dugc bict tha pham lai
gly thémmot vu giét ngudi nita tai Los Angeles. Cong o vién Seybold, ngudi van thrdng xuyén lam viée cuing co quan ctia Dance - Cuc Dicu tra
California, dong thoi ciing 1a ban cta c6, dong y tien hanh chuyén ho so khédi to dén L.A.

Tuy vay, van c6 mdt s6 nhin chimg lai séng & khu virc Monterey, bao gdm ci Dance va O’Neil, do d6 ngdy hom nay Seybold da t6i day dé thu thap 1oi
khai. Tinh chat bi mét ctia cudc gip g8 nay la hé qua tr tiéng tam va cac moi quan hé ctia thi pham Thure t€, thoi gian nay ho thdm chi khong goi ra tén
that ctia ké sat nhan. Trong ndi bd, n6 duge wdc dinh bang cum tir “Dan ching chong lai J.Doe™.

Khi ho ngdi xudng, Seybold n6i, “C6 can phai biét ring, rat c6 thé ching ta s& gip réc rdi.”

Cam giéc bat an ctia Dance tir khi mdi budc vio - ring s& ¢6 g d6 tryc triic va moi thir khong nhu mong doi da quay tré lai.

Nguoi cong t6 vién néi tiép, “Bén bao chira dang van dong mién truy t6 dura trén luat mién truy t6 trach nhiém hinh syr. Thanh thyue ns n6i, t6i khong thé
camdoan voi ¢d ¢d bao nhiéu kha ning thanh cong, Phién toa xét xir d@ duge Ién lich va s€ dién ra vao ngay kia.”

Dance nhim mét lai. “Oi khong.”
Bén canh c6, O’Neil tho hit ra day phan nd.
Tét ca cong sirc bo ra...

Néu hép thoat khoi tay cong Iy, Dance thdm nghi... nhung r6i chot nhén ra minh ching biét gi hon ngoai viée: Néu hén thoat khoi tay cong Iy thi coi nhur
minh that bai.

C6 cam thdy quai ham minh dang run Ién.



Seybold tiép 10i, “Toi dang c6 mdt ddi chuyén thu thap chimg cir. Ho rat kha. La nhém wu tii nhét tai vin phong cong t5.”
“Bang bét ctr gi4 ndo, Ernie,” Dance n6i, “T6i mudn tom hin. Toi mubn hin phai b trimg phat thich dang,”

“Rét nhiéu ngudi mudn thé, Kathryn. Chiing t6i s& lam tit ca nhiing gi ¢6 thé.”

Néu hén thoat duoc...

“Hay bat tay vao viéc ngay néu ching ta muén théing,” 6ng néi mot cach tur tin, v phin nao am Dance thdy an tim. Ho bét dau lam viéc, Seybold dua
ra vO s6 cau hoi lién quan t6i t9i 4c ma Dance va O’Neil da chimg kién, nhimg bang chimg trong vu 4n.

Seybold a m)t cong t6 vién day dan kinh nghiém va dng biét minh dang Bim gi. Sau mot gios trao doi voi ca hai, ngoi dan ong gy gd nhung rén réi ngdi
xubng tr Jai va tuyén bo hién thoi nhur the 1a tam di. Ong dang cho doi mbt nhin chimg nira - mbt canh sat tiéu bang ngudi dia phuong - anh ta ciing da
dong y ra lam ching,

Dance va O’Neil cam on Seybold khi ong dong y s& goi dién cho ho ngay khi thim phén yéu cau bén bj gii trinh trong phién diéu trin mién truy ctiru
trach nhi€m hinh sur.

Khi ca hai quay ra tién sanh, O’Neil budc chim lai, nét mit t6 vé nghil ngoi.

“Gi vay?” Dance hoi.

“Ching ta choi trd bing hoc di.”

“Y anh i sa0?”

Ngudi dan 6ng hat ham vé phia nha hing san viron tuyét dep, nhin ra mot vach d4 voi mét bién trai rong ngay bén dudi.
“Van con sém. Lan cudi cing ai d6 méc ddng phuc tréing mudt mang mén trimg Benedict[7] dén cho ¢ 1 khi ndo vay?”

[7. C6 ngudn gbe tir mrée MY, vao nhitng niim 1890. Thanh phan gom banh mi véi thit xong khoi, trimg tran nurée s6i va s6t Hollandaise (st am tir
long d6 trung va bo). Pay 1a mdt mdn &n quen thude trén thé gioi. |

Dance nghi ngoi. “Gior 3 may gio roi?”
Anh mim cuodi. “Pindo. Chiing ta s& khong bi mudn dau.”
C5 dura nit nhin dong ho. “Toi khong biét nira.”

Kathryn Dance chura bao gior nghi khong phép khi con di hoc, hubng chi 12 lic nay, khi ¢ dang ndm giit cwong vi dic vu cao cap ctia Cuc Piédu tra
California.

Nhurng 16i ¢6 tyr hoi: Sao minh lai do dyr chir? Minh thich ¢ bén Michael, hau nhur minh van lu6n tim dén anh 4y nhig e gip kho khan.
“Yén timdi”, cam giac himg khoi lai tia vé trong ¢6, nhung lan ndy B mdt sy d& chiu nhé nhang,

Ho ngdi canh nhau tai mdt bang ghé bén ria khu nha hang, nhin xung cac ngon ddi. Binh minh d kn cao, d6 1 mot budi sang thang Séu trong tréo,
ndng birc.

Nguoi nhén vién phuc vy trong bo ddng phuc chin chu, cling rrf)t‘chiéc S0 mi tréng cb con[8] mang thye don dén va ot ca phé cho ho. Anh it Dance
roi ngay xuong trang bia, noi nha hang dang trung bay hinh anh vé loai d6 udng Mimosas[9] ndi tiéng, Oi khdng, ¢6 nghi, va liéc 1én nhin O’Neil va bat
gip anh ciing dang nhin vao do.

[8. C4 4o somi ctmg, phing do duroc dung bang mdt I6p vai dinh.

9. Mbt loai thirc udng hdn hop ¢6 chira rurou sam banh va nurée cam ]

Ho bat cuoi.

“Khi ndo chiing ta xong viéc tai L.A. trude bdi thim doan hay ra trudc tod,” anh ndi, ... sim banh nhé.”

“Nhat tri.”

Diing liic 4y dién thoai ctia O’Neil d6 chudng. Anh uét nhin qua danh tinh nguoi goi. Dance Ip trc nhin ra ngay nhing thay d6i trong cir chi ctia anh -
vai hoi nhd cao, hai canh tay co sat hon vao nguoi, anh mit nhin vao man hinh day tap trung,

Cb biét nguoi goi 13 ai, tham chi trude ca khi anh vui vé tra 1oi may, “Chao, em yéu'”.



Tir cude tro chuyén qua dién thoai, Dance phong doan v anh, Anne, mot nhiép anh gia chuyén nghiép, vira c¢6 mdt chuyén cong tac phat sinh ngoai dur
kién, va c6 dang hoi chong vé lich lam viée ctia anh.

Cudi ciing, O"Neil ngit lién lac, Eing im chér cho bau khong khi tinh king lai trong gidy It va bit diu xem thue don.
“Pugc 161, anh n tiéng, “trimg Benedict.”

Khi Dance ngude timngudi phuc vu dinh goi mon tuong tur thi dén huot chinh dién thoai ctia ¢6 rung én. C6 dua mit doc tin nhin, cau may, sau d6 doc
lai 1n nita, y thirc duoc cir chi bén ngoai ctia co thé minh dang thay d6i nhanh chong. Tim dap nhanh hon, vai nhd cao, chén g lién tuc trén mit dat.

Dance thd dai, dong thai vay tay goi mén nhanh chéng chuyén sang ddu hiéu ngd y mudn thanh toan tién.
Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong dugce tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 3

Tru s6 khu vire trung tim phia tdy ctia Cuc Diéu tra California toa lac trong mot toa nha hién dai khong hé ¢6 bat ky mdt bién hiéu ndo, hoan toan trong
tur nhur nhimg tru s& clia cac cong ty bao hiém va tu Van phin mém ndmké bén, tat ca cing ndm gon gang sau cac ngon doi va duoc td diém chin chu
boi nhitng loai thuc vat phong phii vimg Duyén hai mién Trung California.

Co so ndy ndm gin Peninsula Garden nén Dance cting O’ Neil mét chira day murdi phut dé di tir khéch san toi d6, néu khong tish dén thoi gian dimg lai &
céc chot giao thong hay tin hi¢u dén do.

Dance xudng xe, deo tii xéch va chiéc t0i dung méy tinh to kénh cang 1én vai, chiéc ti ma con gii co thudng goi 1 “Phu Iuc x4ch tay clia me”, sau khi
¢ bé bict duge phu luc 1a gj, 161 c6 cting O’Neil bude vao toa nha.

Vao bén trong, ho lp tirc dén ngay noi ma Dance luon biét doi ctia minh s& tp hop dong di: Van phong im viée ciia ¢6, mdt phén trong tru s& clia
CBI[1] duoc biét dén véi my tir “Canh nha clia céc quy ¢6”, hay GW[2]. Trén thuc té, cic nhén vat im viéc & khu ndy gdm c6 Dance, dong cong sur
Connie Ramirez, trg' Iy Maryellene Kresbach, va Grace Yuan, chanh vin phong CBI, nguoi duy tri toa nha hoat dong déu din chinh xac nhur mdt ¢b may
tinh gio. Ngudn goc danhxungayxuatphat tir mot 11 nhén xét changnnyhayho do mot nhan vién, ma gio da 1a cuu nhén vién, mot anh chang ciing
chiing hay ho gi cho Fim, gan cho n6 trong khi anh ta ¢b gy an twong vé tri thong minh ctia minh voi ¢ ban géi trong ic huéng dan c6 nang im mdt tua
tham quan quanh try so.

[1. Viét tht ctia California Bureau of Investigation: Cyc Piéu tra California.
2. Viét tht ctia Gals’ Wing.]

Tét ¢ moi nguoi tai GW vin con dang tranh luéin voi nhau ligu anh ta, hay mot trong nhimg ¢6 nang anh ta timg hen ho, da bao giortim thay san pham v
sinh ctia phu nit ma Dance va Ramirez da tong vao phong lam viéc, tii xach hoéc xe hoi clia anh ta hay chua.

Lic ny, Dance va O’Neil kn tiéng chao Maryellen. Nguoi phu nit vui vé va khong thé thiu dugc ndy c6 thé dé dang quan xuyén ca mot gia dinh lan
cong vie tro Iy ma chang phai nhap nhdy dén mbt bén mi mt ke mascara rat sam ctia minh. Ba cting I mot chuyén gia lim banh tuyét voi nhat Dance
tirng biét. “Xin chao, Maryellen. Moi viéc t6i dau r6i?”

“Chao, Kathryn. Ty chon mdt cai dinao.”

Dance dura mit nhin, ¢ khong bi khuat phuc trurde nhimg chiéc banh $0-c0-la gion tan dung trong chiéc lo trén ban Bm viée cta nit tro'Iy. Ching qua
xu'ng déng voi mdt t6i 161 trong Kinh Thanh. O’Neil, trai lai, ching hé ¢ ging khang cu. “Qua 1a bita sang ngon nhét toi timg thudng thir tir nhidu tuan
nay.”

Trimg Benedict. ...

Maryellen bt cuoi thich thil. “uge 10, t0i moi goi cho Charles lan nira va dé lai thém mot tin nhéin Khéic. That ddy,” ba tho dai. “Ong ta khong hé nghe
may. TJ va Rey dang & trong kia. A, chanh thanh tra O’Neil, mdt nguoi ctia anh tir bén MCSO[3] dang & day day.”

[3. Monterey County’s Sheriff Office: S& Canh st hat Monterey. |
“Camon. Ba thit d4ng mén.”

Trong phong lam viéc ctia Dance, anh chang TJ Scanlon - toc do tré tudi va réin r6i dang ngdi ngit ngrdng trén ghé - lién dimg day. “Chao sép. Cudc
thir giong thé nao?”


http://ebookfull.net

Anh chang mudn 4m chi dén buoi ly 1i khai.
“T6i i ngdi sao,” Dance bét dau thong béo tin x4u v& phién diéu trin mién truy td trach nhiém hinh sy s& dién ra.
Chang dic vu ndi cau. Ca anh ta ciing biét rd thit pham, va kién quyét khong kém Dance trong viée c4o budc t6i danh ciia hén.

T lam viée rt cir trén cuong vi ctia minh, di anh chang I déc vu c6 phong cach khac nguoi nhét trong mdt co quan thue thi phap ludt vén ndi tiéng 1
chuan tic trong phurong thire tiép can va tac phong, Hom nay, anh ta mic quéan jean, 40 so mi hiéu polo va 4o khoac thé thao ké soc theo phong cach
madras[4] - kiéu ké soc chi co thé tImthay trén mdt vai chlec so mi bac mau trong kho chira d6 cta bd anh ta. TJ s6 hiru mot chiéc ca vat, theo nhitng
gl Dance thuong nhan xét, 1 mot chiéc Jerry Garcia c6 mau ni ky cuc dén kho wa. TJ miic chitng hoai ¢ cp tinh voi nhitng thir d6 thudc thip nién
1960. Trong phong lam viéc ciia anh ta ¢6 hai ciy dén trang tri kiéu “Dung nham phun trao[ 5], khong ngimg dua nhau thoi bong bong lén.

[4. Vai ké ca 16 to nhiéu miu sic.

5. Lava lamp: Loai dén trang tri do Edward Craven- Walker sang ché IAn dAu nim 1963, gdm mot dén halogen Am ngudn phat sang va phat nhiét va mot
binh thty tinh trong sudt han kin c6 dung hon hop mure va mot dung moi hitu co' khong tan trong nuée. Khi dén halogen lam néng, phan dung mdi dang
néng hon mrde trd nén nhe hon va ndi lén thanh tirg mang, trong giong nhu dung nham ndi tra. |

Dance va anh ta chi cch nhau vai tudi, nhung giira ho i khoang cach ciia ca mot thé hé. Tuy thé, ca hai phbi hop khé an y vé& mit chuyén m6n, pha lAn
mot chit amhudng cia thiy va tro. Cho di TJ ¢6 thién hudng hoat dong doc lap, mot phuong phap lam viéc trai ngwoc voi nguyén | tc tai CBI, anh ta
van duoc tam thoi bd sung dé thé chén vién tro th thuong true ciia Dance - ngudi hién van dang méc ket & Mexico trong mot vu dan d6 kha phire tap.

Anh chang Rey Carraneo kiém 103, mot linh mdi tai CBI, lai i hinh anh d6i 1p hoan hao nhat voi TJ Scanlon mé nguoi ta c6 thé hinh dung ra. Anh ta gin
ba muroi tubi, khuodn mit ramnéng ducéd ph?m d?ly dan. Hom nay anh ta méic mdt by vest xam va 4o so mi tréng trén than hinh dong déng. Anh ta c6 suy
nghi tirg trai hon so voi tudi, ¢6 I8 vi da timg | mot canh sat nhiéu kinh nghiém tai thanh phd Reno dy nhing tén cao bdi & Nevada, trude khi cing vo
chuyén t6i day dé tién chiim soc ngudi me dau yéu. Carraneo cam cbe ca phé bang ban tay c6 mang mdt vét seo & k& giira ngon cai va ngdn tré ma moi
chi vai ndm trude, chd d6 ting xam mot biéu trrong ctia bing nhom. Dance cho ring anh ta i ngwdi binh finh va tp trung nhat trong sb céc dic vu tré
ctia Cyc, doi e ¢6 ciing tur hoi, tat nhién 1 chi véi ban thén, phai chéing nhitng thang ngay anh ta tham gia vio bang nhém da phan nao tao nén tinh cach
d6 hay khong.

Nguoi nhan vién didu tra ctia S& Canh sat hat Monterey, voi méi toc hi cua dién hinh va phong cach nha binh, tur giéi thigu vé minh va giai thich nhimg gi
xay ra. Mot ¢6 gai vi thanh nién ngudi dia phuong da bi bat coc tai bai dd xe ¢ trung tAm Monterey, man trén ving Alvarado, Itc sang sém homdo.
Tammy Foster bi tréi va ném vao c6p xe cta chinh minh. Ke tAn cOng da l4i xe dura ¢6 t6i bai bién bén ngoai thanh phd va bo miic ¢o chét dudi khi thiy
triu lén.

Dance ring minh én lanh khi nghi t6i cam giac ma nan nhan d3 phai trai qua khi ndm co quép, lanh cong trong lic nurée trian vao khoang khong gian chat
hep.

“D6 I xe clia 6 gai d6 sa0?” O’Neil hoi khi ngdi xudng mdt trong nhimg chiéc ghé ciia Dance va nga ngudi du dua trén hai chén sau, d6 chinh xac

nhitng gi ¢6 thudng rin de con trai minh khong duge Bm Va 6 chic mim Wes da hoc duoc théi ndy tir anh. Chan ghé kéu cot két dudi stre ning clia
anh.

“Dung vay, thua ngai.”

“Bai bién ndo vay?”

“Xubi theo boy bién, ¢ phia nam Highlands.”

“Ving v&?”

“Véng, xung quanh ching c6 ma ndo. Khong ai nhin thiy c4.”

“C6 nhan chimg tai hop démnoi ¢d Ay bi bét coc khdng?” Dance hoi.

“Khong Va bai dé xe ciing khong c6 camera an ninh.”

Dance va O"Neil ghi lai céc thong tin ndy. Nit dc vu n6i, “Vay I thi pham can chuén b trude mdt chiéc xe khéc gin chd héin bo ¢o géi lai. Hoc c6 thé
c6 mot dong pham dang cho san.”

“Di kham nghiém hign trudng tim thy mdt s6 dau chén trén ct, huéng vé phia xa 0. O cao hon mie thity triéu. Nhung cét qué rdi rac nén khong thé
xac dinh dugc loai hay c& gidy. Tuy nhién chic chan chi co mdt nguoi.”

O’Neil hoi, “Khéng c6 dau vét ndo cho thiy mot chiée xe r& khoi duong dé don hén kén sao? Hay mot chiéc xe gidu trong cac bui ciy gan d6 chiang
han?”

“Khong, thira ngai. Ching toi ding k ¢6 tim théy vai vét banh xe dap, nhung déu chi & bén ria duong, C6 thé duoc tao ra 0 hom do, ma cling ¢6 thé tir
tuan trude. Khong vét 16p nao trung khdp. Chiing t61 khdng cd co sd dit ligu vé xe dap,” anh nay noi thém.



C6 hang trim nguoi dap xe trén bai bién qua lai khu vire d6 mdi ngay.

“Pong co gdy an?”

“Khong cudp tai san, khong xam hai tinh duc. C6 vé nhu thu pham chi mudn giét c0 bé. Mot cach tir tir.”

Dance tho hét ra.

“C6 dbi twrong tinh nghi ndo khong?”

“Khong”

Dance quay sang nhin TJ. “Va c4u da néi thé ndo véi toi lic trude nhi, khi t6i goi dién dy? Phén ky quai. Con gi thém vé phan d6 khong?”

“0,” anh chang dic vu tré bdn chdn, “hén y sép muén nhic t6i vu Cay thap tu ven duong.”

Cuc Diéu tra California ¢6 pham vi hanh phap rat rong, nhung thuong chi tham gia VAo diéu tra cac loai toi pham nghiém trong dién hinh nhur hoat dong
cua cac bang dang, cac moi de doa khung b6 hay nhimg vy an tham nhiing va kinh € 1on. Mot an mang riéng I¢ dot nhién xuat hién tai khu vire ma céc
vu giet nguoi do thanh toan bang dang xdy ra nhu com bita, it nhat mOi tuan mot lan dang ra khong gy su chu y dac biét.

Song vu tAn cong Tammy Foster lai khac.

Trude hom co bi bt coc, mdt nhan vién tuin canh trén xa 16 da tim thay mot cy thap tw, giéng nhur mot vat twong niém bén duong, ghi ngdy thang ciia
ngay hom sau trén do, cam trén cat ven duong Xa 1o 1.

Khi ngudi canh sat biét duoc vu ¢o gaibi tAn cong, xay ra cach tuyén dudng nay khong xa, anh ta lién tir hoi lidu cdy thip tur c6 phai la thong diép cua
tha pham hay khong. Anh ta quay lai Ry cy thap tu ve. D6i kham nghiém hién treong S¢ Canh sat Monterey tim thay mot canh hoa hong nho xiu trong
cop xe noi Tammy bi bo miic lai cho chét dan - canh hoa hoan toan trong g voi nhitng bong hoa trong bd hoa durgc bo lai cho cay thap tur.

Nhin bé ndi vu tAn cong c6 vé ngau nhién va khong c6 dong co 16 rang ndo, vy nén Dance budc phéi can nhic t6i kha ning thi pham dang huéng dén
nhitng nan nhan khac nita.

Lic nay O°Neil hoi, “C6 bang chimg gi trén cy thap tir khong?”

Vién si quan cép dudi cua anh nhan nit. “That ra, thua chanh thanh tra O Neil, nguoi nhan vién tuan canh chi nhd cay thdp tu n 01 ném vao 06p Xe
ctia anh ta ctng véi bo hoa nita.”

“Vay I da bi tap nhiém?”

“Toi e 14 vdy. Thanh tra Bennington ni ong dy da c6 ging hét sirc dé kiém tra ching.”

Peter Bennington 1a nguoi phu trach can mén c¢6 nang hyc ctia phong Thi nghiém Hién truong hat Monterey.

“Nhung khong tim thy gi. Theo nhu két qua so bo thi khong. Khéng co van tay, ngoai trir ciia ngudi canh sat. Khong co vét gi khic ngoai cat va bui
dat. Cay thap tu duoc lam tir ba canh cy va day budc hoa. Phicn tron hinh dia véi ngiy thang viét trén do6 c6 vé dugc cat ra tir bia cac tong. Ongay
cho biét loai bit duge dimg I loai thong dung. Va dugc viét theo kiéu chit in hoa. Chi hitu ich néu ching ta tim duoc mau chit tir mdt ké tinh nghi. Va
con ¢ mot buc anh trén cay thap tu. Trong rat quai go. Giong kiéu trong phim Dy an Phu thity Blair vay, ngai bict day.”

“Mot bo phim hay,” TJ n6i, va Dance khong 1o ¢ phai anh ta dang bdn cot hay khong.

Ho cing nhin vao birc anh. N6 thue sur quai go. Céc canh cdy trong nhur nhitng khiic xurong den thui bi vin xoén lai.

Bén khoa hoc hinh sy khong thé cho ho biét g sa0? Dance c6 mdt ngudi ban timg im viée cing cach day khong 1au, Lincoln Rhyme, mdt chuyén gia tu
van vé toi pham hoc & thanh pho New York. Bt chip viéc bi liét ca tir chi, anh [ mot trong nhimg chuyén gia phén tich hién truong vu an Xudt sic nhét
trong nuge. CO tu hoi, néu dé Rhyme xem xét hién truong thi liéu anh c6 thé timra diéu gi d6 hitu ich khong? C6 dd rang anh s& tim dwoc. Nhung c6 1§
quy Iudt pho bién nhat trong cong viée ctia mt canh sat la: Hay hanh dong bang nhitng gi ban co.

C6 dé y thdy mdt thir trong btrc anh “Nhiing bong hdng”

O’Neil hiéu ngay y cd. “Cac cubng hoa duoc cit dai bang nhau.”

“Diing thé. Nhur viy nhiéu khé nding ching c6 ngudn gde tir mdt cira hing hoa, chir khong phai bi cit di tir vron nha ai d6.”

TJ ndi, “Nhung thura sép, sép ¢6 thé mua dwroc nhimg bong hong tir ca nghin chd tai Peninsula.”

“Toi dau co hod Ién rzbirng diéu nay s€ gillp ta lan duoc 101 t4n clra nha hén,” Dance noi. “Toi mubn n6i day la mot chi tiét ching ta co thé str dung. Va dung
¢d voi lao ngay t6i két ludn. C6 thé nhitng bong hoa ay da bi an cap,” c6 cam thay cau ban, hy vong su thé khong dién bién theo hudng ay.



“T6i hiéu, thura sép.”

“Chinh xac thi ciy thap tw ndm & chd n30?”

“Xa 16 1. Ngay phia nam Marina,” anh ta chi vio mdt chd trén ban db treo tudng ctia Dance.

“C6 nhn chimg ndo biét thoi diém cay thap tu duoc cdm & d6 khong?” Dance quay sang hoi ngudi nhan vién diéu tra.

“Khong, theo bén Tuan canh Xa 16 California thi khong, Va ciing ching c6 camera theo doi ndo trén doan d6. Chiing ti van dang tim kiém.”
“C6 kho hang nao khong?” O’Neil hdi, diing lic Dance dinh hoi ding cau tuong tu.

“Kho hang?”

O’Neil quan sat ban d6. “O bén phia déngﬂtuyé'n xa 10. Trong cac khu mua ban cho nguoi di duong. MOt trong gé ching hén phai dugc trang bj camera
an ninh. Co thé c6 mot cai hudng vé dia diem chung ta quan tam. It nhat chiing ta ciing biét duoc dac diém va kiéu xe néu thu pham di xe.”

“TJ,” Dance noi, “hay kiém tra viéc do.”

“Véng, thua sép. Co mdt Java House[6] kha tdt & d6. Mot trong nhitng noi wa thich ctia t61.”

[6. Tén ctia mdt chudi nha hang ]

“T6i rét mirg khi biét diéu nay.”

Mot bong den xuat hién trén ngudng cira phong Dance. “A, t6i khong hé biét moi ngudi dang tu tap & ddy.”

Charles Qverby, dic vu moi duoe bd nhiém phu tréch~chi nhanh Trung ”l:ﬁy cgla CBI, budc vao phong lam viéc cua co. Ong ta c"z gitga tudi ngll tudn, lan
da ramnang. Ngudi dan 6ng c6 than hinh qua 1€ nay van tran day tinh than thé thao cho viée t¢i san golf hay san tennis vai lan moi tuan nhung khong du
hoat bat d€ danh mot loat bong dai ma khong phai tho lay hoi.

“T6i da & trong phong Bim viée cta t6i. .. 3, ciing duwoc mt lic rdi”

Dance tang I khi TJ kin d4o liéc xem dong hd deo tay ciia anh ta. Nir diic vu nghi ngd viée Overby da bude vao tir vai phit trudc.

“Charles,” ¢6 n6i. “Xin chao 6ng. C6 I& t6i d& quén béo c4o ching t6i s& hop & dau. Xin 161.”

“Xin chao, Michael,” thém mdt céi git diu chio vé phia TJ — ngudi mi Overby ddi khi van dura mit nhin chém cham ddy to mo — nhur thé Ong ta chua
bao gio gip qua chang dic vu cap thap nay, dau c6 thé d6 chi don thuan 1 dé bay to vé khong hai long véi gu thoi trang ctia TJ.

Thuyc ra, Dance da thong bao cho Overby Vé cudc hop. Trén duong laixe tir kIHch san Peninsula Garden v&, ¢o da dé lai 101 nhéin vao hop thu thoai ciia
ong ta, cho hay nhitng tin tirc dang lo ngai vé phién toa diéu tran d& nghi mién truy t6 & L.A. ciing nhur théng béo vé ké hoach hop nit ctia ho & day,
trong phong lam viéc ndy. Maryellen cling da bao cho 6ng ta biét chuyén day. Nhung ngudi phy trach cua CBI dé khong tra oi. Dance cling ching ban
tam goi lai, vi Overby thuong khong méy khi ban tim dén khia canh vach 10 sach luoe timg bude tién hanh trong cac cude diéu tra. C6 han s& khong hé
ngac nhién n;u ong ta tir chdi cling tham gia vao cudc gip nay. Ong ta mu6n biét Bl tranh tdng quan - cach dién dat gin ddy moi trd thanh thoi thuong,
TJ tlrng c6 Ian goi 6ng ta la Charles Tom Luoc[7], chuyén ay da lam Dance cudi v bung.

[7. Nguyén van: Charles Overview, TJ choi chit theo ho ctia Overby.]

“Pugc 10i, vu cd gii trong cdp xe. .. hién gior dam phong vién van dang lién tuc goi dién chét van. Toi da phai tri hodn. Bon ho khong khoai trd nay m
Hay tém hwoc tinh hinh di.”

A, dam phong vién. Diéu ndy giai thich 1 rang cho mdi quan tim ctia ong ta.

Dance bit du twong thuat lai nhitng gi ho biét dén thoi diém nay, cting nhu nhitng ké hoach vé sau.
“Céc i cho ring hin s& tiép tuc giy 4n nira? Nhur nhitng g miy g3 dan churong trinh dang n6i.”
“P6 I didu ho dang phong doan,” Dance nhe nhang chinh lai.

“Vi ching t0i khong rd nguyén nhan nao thic day thil pham tan cong nan nhan dau tién, Tammy Foster, nén ching toi chua thé chic chén diéu gi,”
O’Neil noi.

“Va cy thap tur c6 mdi lién quan? N6 duge dé lai nhur mot thong diép phai khong?”
“Giam dinh phap y cho thiy nhitng bong hoa tring khop, dung thé.”

“Ai cha. Toi chi hy vong chuyén ndy bién thanh mot kiéu Mia he ctia Sam.”



“A... d6 1a cau chuyén gi thé, Charles?” Dance hoi.

“Céi gl & New York d6. Bén nguoi rdi dé lai nhitng 104 nhén.”

“C), d6 12 mot bd phim,” TJ 1a thu vién tham khao vé vin hoa dai ching ctia ho. “Spike Lee. Ké sat nhan 1 con trai cia Sam.”

“Toi biét,” Overby voi ndi. “Chi choi chir mdt chut thdi. Con trai va Mia he.”

“Ching t6i khong c6 bét ctr bang chimg ndo theo hudng nay hay hudng khac. Ky thure, ching toi van chua biét gi ca.”

Overby gat d?u;. Ong ta ching bao gior thich thi véi viéc khong c6 cau tra 1oi... cho canh bao chi, cho cac sép ctia 6ng ta & Sacramento[8]. Piéu d6
khién 6ng ta thay buc boi, Va dén luot minh Iam tat cd nhitng ngurdi khac buc boi. Khi ngudi tién nhiém clia 6ng ta, Stan Fishbtmp, nghi huu dot ngdt vi
Iy do strc khoe va Overby ké nhiém, choang vang la tam trang chung ctia moi ngudi. Fishburne 1 nguroi ludn tng ho cac dac vu. Ong san sang ting ho
bat ctr ai can thiét d€ ho tro ho. Con Overby c6 mdt phong cach khac. Rat khac.

[8. Thit phii tiéu bang California. ]

“T61 da nhan duge mot cude goi tur Tong Chuéng ly tiéu bang[9].” Sép cao cap nhét ciia ho. “Vu ndy da trd thanh tin s6t déo & Sacramento roi. Ca trén
CNN nita. Toi s& phéi goi lai cho 6ng 4y. T6i mudn ching ta ¢6 duroc vai diéu cy thé.”

[9. AG (viét tt ciia Attorney General): Bd truong Tu phap hay Tong Chudng Iy — ngudi linh dao Bo Tu phép ctia Hoa K3.]
“Chiing t6i s& som biét nhiéu hon.”

“Liéu ¢6 kha néing d6 chi & mdt tro da tinh nghich din dén hiu qué nghiém trong? Nhu thir théch nhitng ké mdi nhdp mon chéing han. Kiéu nhur céc hoi
nam sinh hay nit sinh. Tat ca chiing ta déu lam thé & truong, phai khong?”

Dance va O"Neil chira bao gios timg i ké thich by tro tai quai. Nir dc vu cho ring TJ ciing khong, con Rey Carraneo da Hy bing cir nhén diéu tra t0i
pham bang cach hoc ban dém trong khi Iam cting lic hai cong viée.

“Qua kinh khiing cho mét tro dua,” O’Neil noi.

“Puoc 1di, hily ctr bao lrund lai nhur mot gia thiét. Toi chi muon dambao chic chéin ching ta mién nhidm véi sy hoang loan. Bleu d6 s& ching gitp ich
duoc gi. Nén giam nhe bt cir gia thiét ndo goi y t6i mot ké glet ngudi hang loat. Va dimg co nhic gi tdi cay thap tir. Ching ta van con dang quay cudng
véi vy trude ciing trong thang ndy, vu Pell d6!” 6ng ta chop mit. “Nhan day t6i mudn biét uon, viée ly 1oi khai im chimg dién ra thé nao?”

“Pang cham tr&,” chiing 1& 6ng ta khong hé nghe 16i nhin cta ¢6 sao?

“Tot qua.”

“T6t u?” Dance van con dang rat buc voi vu vin dong mién truy t6 kia.

Overby chép nit. “°Y i 1 nd cho phép c6 duge tir do diéu tra vu Cay thip ti ven dudng nay.”
Dance chot nh6 vé sép cii ctia ¢d. Hoai c6 doi khi ¢6 thé 1 mdt ndi dau that ngot ngao.

“Bud tiép theo 1a gi?”” Overby hoi.

“TJ dang kiém tra camera an ninh tai cac khu mua sdm va cira hing mua ban xe hoi gan noi cy thap tur duogc dé lai.”

C6 quay sang Carraneo. “Va Rey, cau c6 thé kiém tra khu virc quanh bi dé xe noi Tammy bj bét coc chi?”

“R9, thura sép.”

“Anh dang lam gi lic nay & MCSO, Michael?”” Overby hoi.

“Didu tra mdt vy &n mang bang dang, sau do 1a vu Container.”

“O, 1 vu dé sao?”

Khu vire Ban dao Monterey gan nhur mi’én nhiém véi nhitng mbi de doa khing bb. Tai day khong co cang bién lon, chi c6 cac bén tau danh c4, san bay
¢6 quy md nho va c6 he thong an ninh t6t. Nhung chimg mot thang trude, mot container da bi kén it boc d& xuong khoi mot tau cho hang toi tir
Indonesia dang cdp cang Oakland va duoc dua kn xe tai dua hang vé phia nam, huéng téi L.A. Mot bao cdo cho rang chiéc xe da chay t6i tan Salinas,
tai day, nhi€u kha ning hang hda bén trong container da dugc dd xudng, sau d6 chuyén sang nhitng xe tai khac de tiép tuc van chuyen.

Nhing thir d€ trong d6 c6 thé | hang budn Bu, ma tiy, vii khi hofic, nhu mdt ngudn tin trinh sét déng tin ciy khéc béo cdo, I nhitng ngui nhdp cur bat
hop phép. Indonesia c6 cong dong Hoi gido dong dao nhat the gidi va mot s6 nhom cuc doan nguy hiém Bén An ninh Néi dia da td ra quan tim mdt



cach hoan toan ¢ ly.
“Nhung,” O’Neil ni, “6i c6 thé tam dimg vu d6 lai mdt hay hai ngay.”

“Tét,” Overby 161, cam thiy nhe nhdm vi vu Cay thip tu ven dudng s€ duoc ca mjt nhdmdac vu diéu tra. Ong ta Iuc ndo ciing ¢b tim c4ch phan tan rii
1o cho cang nhidu nguoi cang tdt phong trrdng hop mdt khi cude didu tra gip thit bai, cho dii nhur thé ciing ddng nghia v6i viéc phai chia sé vinh quang,

Dance chi cam thiy hai ong vi ¢6 va O’Neil s& duge am viée cing nhau.

O’Neil n6i, “Téi s& di Iy bao cao diéu tra hién trudng cudi cling tir Peter Bennington.”

Xuét than ctia O’Neil khong chuyén vé khoa hoc hinh s, nhung ngudi canh sat rin r6i, kién tri d6 trong cy vao cac bién phap truyén thong dé giai
quyet nhitng vu pham t6i: di€u tra, tim hiéu va phéan tich hién trurong vy an. Thi thoang gdm ca nhirng don danh dau day ngoan myc. Song cho duanh c6
dua ra k¥ thudt nao dinita, nguoi tham tir cao cap ndy cling dang gitt mot trong nhiing ky luc cao nhat vé so vu bat giit, va con quan trong hon the 1a s6
01 pham bi két an trong lich st ctia Cuyc.

Dance dura mit xem dong hd ciia ¢6. “Va ti s& di thim van nhén chimg,”

Overby king di trong khoanh khéc. “Nhén chimg w? T6i khong hé biét ¢6 mdt nhan chimg,”

Dance ching budn nhiic ring ngay ca thong tin ndy ciing da xuét hién trong 10 nhén c6 ¢ giri cho sép ctia minh. “Dung vy, c6 ddy,” ¢6 n6i rdi khodc tii
xach [én vai, budc ra phia ctra.

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Puong duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 4

“Oi, that budn,” ngudi phy nit ni.

Chdng ba, ngdi sau tay lai chiéc Ford thé thao da dung, chiéc xe ma 6ng ta vira phai chi ra bay muroi do la dé dd xang, liéc mit nhin ngwdi phy nir. TAm
trang 6ng dang khong duoc tot. Vi gid xing, dong thoi cling vi 6ng ta vira duoc chiém ngudng dang vé day tréu nguoi cua san golf Pebble Beach, noi
ong ta khong @i ring rinh dé cho phép minh dén choi, cho du cé dugc vo dong y dinita.

Mot didu gi d6 budn chan chiic chiin 1 thir ong ta khong muén nghe.

Déu vay, b mdt ngudi dan ong da két hon hai muroi ndm, 6ng du hiéu can phéi lén tiéng, “Chuyén g?” cau hdi ¢ hoi coc 1b¢ so voi du dinh ctia ong ta.
Neudi phy nir khong nhén ra, hay dé tim dén giong diéu ctia chong, “Kia

Ong chdng nhin vé phia trude, nhung ba vo chi dam dam nhom qua kinh chin gi6 vé phia xa 10 ving tanh, chay ngoan ngo¢o qua khu rimg. Ba ta khong
chi vao thr gi cu thé. Picu d6 cang khién 6ng burt rit kho chiu hon.

“Thir nghil xem chuyén gi da xay ra?”
Ong chdng chuin bi gt 1én “Chuyén gi chir?” thi nhin thiy thir ba vo dang n6i toi.
Va ngay lp tirc cam thiy c6 i,

Mot trong nhimng vat twong niém tai noi xay ra tai nan xe hoi duoc cam trén cat trude khoang ba muroi mét. Mot cay thap t tho kéch nhd 1én sau mot
b6 hoa. Nhitng bong hong méu do sam

“That buon,” 6ng ta lap lai, nghi t6i cac con — hai dira tré vi thanh nién van im 6 onglo so chét khlep rml Jan chiing ngdi sau tay 1ai. Ong ta biét 16 minh s&
cam thiy thé nio néu c6 chuyén gi xay ra véi ching trong mdt vu tai nan. Ong chong bat dau théy hdi tic thai do kho chiu ban ndy clia minh.

Ong chdng lic dau, liéc nit nhin khuon mit khong miy thoai méi ctia ba vo. Hai ngudi li xe di qua chd cay thap tur dugc lm thit cong. Ba vo thi tham,
“Chiia oi. N6 vira moi xdy ra.”

“That sao?”
“Phai. Trén d6 ghi diing ngay homnay.”

Ong ta thoang ring minh, i ho tiép tuc 14i xe hudng vé& mdt bai bién cach ddy khong xa, noi co nguoi da giéi thiéu cho doi vo chdng vi nhiing tuyén
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dudng dao bo tai d6. Ngwoi dan ong ngimnghi, “La that.”

“Anh n6i cai gi la co?”

“Gi6i han tde d6 & doan nay 1 ba muroi Bim diim mot gio. Em khong thé cho ring c6 ai bi tai nan néing dén ndi chét duoc chir.”

Ba vo nhin vai. “Dém tré, chéc thé. Udng say rdi l4i xe.”

Cay thdp tu 1 rang huéng moi thir theo gbc nhin nhén d6. Thoi ndo, anh ban, & ra anh dang phi ngdi ¢ tin Portland kho s dénh vat voi d4m s6 mé va
ban khoan ty hoi roi ddy Leo con bay ra tro dién ro nao nifa tai cude hop toan thé ticp theo ctia nhom lam viée. Nhung gio;, anh dang ¢ khu vire dep
nhat Tiéu bang California, va con thém nim ngay nghi nita.

VA trong ¢4 triéu nidm sau ndy anh ciing khong ¢6 co hdi duge tdi chd ndo gin sanh duroc voi Pebble Beach dau. Hay thdi rén ri di, ngudi dan ong tur
bao minh.

Ong chong dat ban tay 1én dau gbi vo va Iai xe vé phia bai bién, tham chi ching budn dé y dén man swrong mi budi sém vira d6t nhién nga sang mau
Xam

*

Trong It li xe chay doc tuyén duong 68, Xa 16 Holman, Kathryn Dance goi dién cho céc con, lic niy dang dugc 6ng Stuart, b ¢, 1 xe dua timg
dura t6i trai he ban ngay ctia ching. Do cude hen lic sang sém tai khach san, Dance da thu x€p d€ Wes — nuroi hai tuoi va Maggie — nmuroi tudi ngil dém
& chd 6ng ba ngoai hai dira.

“Con chao me!”” Maggie n6i, “Bon con ¢ thé t6i chd Rosie an t6i duoc khong?”

“Pé tinh sau con nhé. Me dang c6 mt vu didu tra rat quan trong,”

“Tbi qua ba va con da tir vit mi dé ndu Spaghetti. Tron bot, trimg va mrde voi nhau. Ong ndi ba va con m mi tir nguyén gde. Nhur thé ¢ nghiia 1 gi ha
Im?”

“Tir cac nguyén liéu co ban ban dau. Khong phai mua mi ndu sin dung trong hop.”

“Hirm, cai do thi con hiéu rdi. Y con mudn biét “gbc” 1 sao co?”

“Khong duge ndi “hirm’. Va me ciing khong biét. Ching ta s& tim hiéu sau.”

“Vang.”

“Me s€ gap lai con som, cuc cung. Me yéu con. Pua may cho anh con di.”

“Chdo me,” Wes bit dau bai doc thoai vé trin tennis duoc 1én k& hoach h()rp nay. Dgnce nghi r?mg’Wf‘:s wira bit d?}u chang d8 déc hudng t01 tudivi
thanh nién. B6i khi Wes Ja cdu con trai bé bong cua cd, d6i khi lai a mdt thicu nién day xa cach. BO thang bé da mat hai ndm trude va chi dén lic nay
n0i budn dé ning trong tAm hon né6 mdi dan ngudi ngoai. Maggie, cd I€ do it tudi hon, nén Ly lai thang bang dé dang hon.

“Bac Michael van s& di choi thuyén vao cudi tuan nay chir a2

“Me chic 1a thé.”

“Tuyét qua!” O’Neil da rti thing bé di cdu c4 vao thir Bay tuan ndy, cing voi Tyler, céu con trai nho cta Michael. Vo anh, Anne, hiém khi ra ngoai cling,
va cho dt Dance thinh thoang ¢6 di, thi chimg say séng cting khién ¢6 tré thanh mot thity thi bat déc di

Sau d6 Dance ni chuyén v6i bd minh mdt lic, cam on 6ng vi da gitip trong bon tré, ddng thoi ciing cho éng hay vu didu tra moi c6 thé lam c6 mét kha
nhiéu thoi gian. Stuart Dance 1 ngudi 6ng hoan héo — nha sinh hoc bién sdp vé huu— c6 thé tw cha duoc gior giéc ctia minh va thue sy thich viéc danh
thoi gian bén I tré. Ong cting khong ngai dong vai tai xé. Tuy nhién, hom nay ong c6 mit cude hop tai thiry cung vinh Monterey nhung van cam doan v6i
con gai 1A s& dura fii tré vé& chd ba ngoai hai dira sau khi chiing két thiic trai hé ban ngay. Dance c6 thé dén cac con ¢d & do.

M3i ngaty trdi qua Dance déu cam on sb phan hay Chia ring c6 c6 gia dinh yéu ddu ctia minh & bén. Trdi tim ¢6 se lai mdi khi nghf t6i nhitng ngudi me
don than khdng c6 nguoi giup d3.

Cb chay cham dan, 1& & chd dén giao thong va dua xe vao bai dd ctia bénh vién vinh Monterey, quan sat d4m dong dtmg sau hing rao chin bang gd
mau xanh.

C6 nhiéu ngudi biéu tinh phan d6i hon ngay hom qua.
Va ngay hom qua lai nhiéu hon hom trude do.

Bénh vién vinh Monterey 1a mdt co s& danh tiéng, mt trong nhitng trung tim y té t5t nht vimg, va ciiing i mot trong nhirng noi binh di nhat, lot thom



gitta khu rimg thong. Dance biét 16 noi nay, ¢ da sinh con tai ddy, bén canh b minh khi 6ng hdi phuc sau ca dai phiu. C6 ciing timg t6i nhan dién thi
thé chong minh tai nha xac ctia bénh vién.

Va ngay ban than c6 moi ddy da bi tn cong tai chinh noi niy — mdt bién ¢b c6 lién quan téi cude phan dbi ma hién tai Dance dang chitng kién.

Trong qua trinh diéu tra vy 4n Daniel Pell, Dance da cir mdt canh st tre cua hat Monterey t6i canh gac ti nhan ¢ phong xir an cuia toa an hat tai Salinas.
Bi c4o da tron thodt, trong lic dao tau, y d‘ﬁ tén cong va lambong nz'ulg vién canh sat, Juan Millar, sau d6 anh ta duoc dua toi khu biéu tri tich cuc &
day. D6 qua 1a mdt quang thoi gian nang né doi véi gia dinh Juan, 1a noi hoang mang ctia chinh anh ta, Michael O’Neil va cac dong nghi¢p ctia anh tai
MCSO. Va véi ca Dance nira.

Chinh vao lic ¢6 t6i thdm Juan thi nguoi anh trai dang dau khé tot bac cta anh ta, Julio, da tAn cong ¢o, ndi xung khi thiy c6 ¢b ly 10i khai giita lic Juan
dang nira tinh mra mé. Dance da bi gidt minh nhi€u hon 14 dau trong vu tan cong, c6 quyét dinh khong dam don kién nguodi anh dang ¢ trang thai mat binh
tinh kia.

Vai ngay sau khi nhap vién, Juan qua doi. Thoat dau, duong nhur nguyén nhan cai chét 1a két qua do bong ning, Nhung sau d6 ngudi ta kham phé ra
rang ¢6 ai d6 da Ay di mang song ngudi bénh — mdt vu giét nguoi vi thirong cam

Dance rét buf)n khi nghe tin, song cac vét thirong ctia Juan ning dén mirc tuong lai ciia anh ta s chéng ¢6 gi khac hon ngoai dau dén va cac qua trinh
can thiép y té. Tinh canh cta Juan cting lam me Dance, Edie, mit y t4 cong téc tai bénh vién nay, rat ay nay. Dance nh¢ lic dy ¢6 dang dimg trong bép,
me c6 ding ngay gan bén, doi mit ba nhin chdm chim vo dinh. C6 diéu gi d6 dang lamba vo cing lo ling, va ngay sau d6 da néi cho Dance biét Iy do:
Trong ltic ba dang kiém tra cho Juan, ngudi bénh tinh lai va nhin ba véi dnh mét cau xin.

Anh ta thi thdm, “Hay giét toi di.”

C6 thé doan anh ta da timg dura ra o1 cau xin voi ai d6 t6i tham hay chiim séc cho minh.

Va khong bao au sau, nguroi ng da hoan thanh udc nguyén cho anh.

Khong ai ro danh tinh ctia ké da tron thudc vao dich truyén tinh mach dé két thiic cude séng cta Juan. Céi chét nay chinh thirc trr thanh mot cude diu
tra t0i pham do S¢ Canh sat hat Monterey phu trédch. Song vy 4n da khong dugc dieu tra qua réo rict: Céc bac sibéo cdo rang vién canh sat kho c6 kha
nang song thém dugc hon mot hay hai thang. Cai chét ctia anh ta 16 rang 1a mdt hanh dong nhan dao, cho du la pham t6i.

Song vy viéc da tro thanh mot cai ¢6 Iy trong cho nhirng ngudi ing hd quan diém duy tri sy séng dén cting cho bénh nhén. Nhitng ngudi phan dbi ma
Dance quan sat tir trong bai dé xe gt day dang gio cao céc biéu ngit mang hinh thap tir va hinh anh Jesus ciing nhur Terry Schiavo, ngudi phu nit bi hon
mé sau ¢ Florida, quyén duoc chét ciia ¢6 nay da khién ca Qudc hoi My ciing phai vao cudc.

Nhimng tAm biéu ngir duoc gio Ién trude bénh vién vinh Monterey chi tI’lCh mot cach ghé tom hanh dong giét ngudi nhdn dao va ca viée pha thai, 10 rang
Vi tht ca nhitng ngudi co mit déu timg duoc tp hop tir trude va da sdn c6 tam trang phan d6i. Ho phén 16n 1 thinh vién ctia nhom Ut tién su sng, ¢6

tru s tai Phoenix. Ho d2 t6i chi vai ngdy sau cai chét ctia vién si quan canh sat tré.

Dance tyr hoi liéu ¢6 ai trong bon ho nhén ra sy mia mai khi khong phan dbi cai chét bén ngoai mot bénh vién hay khong, Nhidu kha nang 1a khong, Ho
duong nhu khong phai Ia mdt nhom ngudi cd kha nang cam nhan sy hai hude.

Dance cho vi phu trach an ninh, mdt ngudi gde Phi cao 1on, ic dy dang dimg bén 16i vao chinh. “Xin chao, Henry. C6 vé nhu ho van tiép tuc dén.”

“Xin chao, dac vu Dance.” Henry Bascomb — mt cyru canh sét thich ding cac danh xung trong nganh. Anh ta cudi ngo ngan, hét ham vé phia ¢am
nguol “Nhu bay thd vay.”

“Ai Ia nguoi cam dau vay?”

O trung tAm dam ngudi i mot gi dan ong giy g hédi dau véi cac ngén thit dudi cai cdm nhon. Ong ta mic do muc su.

“Ong myc su d6 I tha finh.” Bascommb cho ¢6 biét. “Muyc sur Samuel Fisk. Ong ta kha ndi tiéng ddy. Tir tan Arizona t6i day.”

“Muc su Samuel Fisk. Mot cai tén rat giau chét muc sw,” ¢6 binh luan.

Bén canh vimyc su 13 mdt ngudi dan dng luc adng voi mai toc quan dé méc bd vest sAm miu cai hét khuy. Dance doan 2 mot tay vé si.
“Cudc song I thiéng liéng!”” mdt ngudi ndo d6 ho 16n, hurdng vé phia miy chiée xe ctia cac kénh tin tirc dau gin diy.

“Cudc song thiéng liéng!” ca dam dong reo én.

“Quén sat nhan,” Fisk ho 16n, giong vang vong dang kinh ngac voi mdt ngudi xwrong xiu ching khac gi mot con b nhin.

Cho du méy 10 d6 khong huéng vao minh nhung Dance van théy 6n lanh va trong dau lai 16e 1én ky (e vé sur viée dién ra tai khoa Dicu tri tich cuc, khi
Julio Millar trong tinh trang nhur hoa dién da chop lay ¢d tir phia sau trude khi Michael O’Neil va mdt dong nghi€p khac kip can thi€p.

“Quén sat nhan!”



Nhitng nguoi phén d6i dong thanh kip lai thanh nhip. “Quén. .. sat nhan. Quén. .. sat nhan!”
Dance doan dén cudi ngaty héin giong bon ho s& khan dic.
“Chiic may nin,” ¢6 ndi voi ngudi phu trédch an ninh, anh ta chi déo mét to vé khong méy chéc chén.

Dance vio bén trong, dra mét nhin quanh, phan nio mong chd duoc gip me minh. Sau d6, ¢6 dwoc chi dan tai bo phan tiép tan va hbi ha bude xuéng
hanh lang t6i cén phong noi ¢6 s& gap nhan chimng cua vy an Cay thip tu ven duong.

Khi Dance budc qua cira phong dé mo, ¢ gai vi thanh nién toc vang bén trong, dang nim trén chiéc girdng bénh thiét ké chuyén biét, ién ngudc mt
nhin Ién.

“Chao Tammy. Chi Ia Kathryn Dance,” ¢6 mim cu6i véi Tammy. “Chi vao dugce cha?”
Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tur Ven Puong dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chwong 5
Du Tammy Foster da bi bo méc cho chét dubi trong cép xe, ké thi ac da c6 mbt tinh toan sai.

Néu héin d3 lai xa bd hon, thiy triéu da du cao dé nhan chim toan bo chiéc xe, ddy ¢6 bé toi nghiép vao mot cai chét khimg khiép. Nhung trén thyc té,
chiéc xe da bi cat Bm ket lai cach bo khong xa méy, va khi thiy triéu Ién, mrde tran vao trong cdp chiéc Camry chi dang én khoang murdi kim phan.

Pén khoang bdn gioy sang, mbt nhén vién héing hang khong trén duong di im da nhin thiy tia sang lp 1oe tir chiéc xe. Doi ciru hd da giai thoat cho ¢o

bé, trong trang thai gan nhu bat tinh vi nhitng di€u kién phai chiu dung, dang sap lam vao tinh trang sut thin nhiét ning, va cap toc dua cd bé vao bénh
vién.

“Bay gio em cam thay thé nio?”” Dance hoi.

“On, emdoan vay.”

Tammy khoé khodn va xinh dep, nhung rét nhot nhat. Co bé ¢6 khuon mat dai, mai tbc sudn murot n}"iu vang dqqc nhudm hOélI} hao, va mot séng mﬁl
doc dura theo Dance dodn da tirng c6 mot hinh dang it nhicu khac khi c6 bé moi chao doi. MOt ci lic nhanh vé phia tii my pham nho gitip Dance bict
13 ¢6 bé hiém khi ra ngoai ma khong trang diém.

Tam phthi€u duoc Dance trinh ra.

Tammy dua mét nhin qua no.

“Tréng emkhé 6n.”

“Nudc lanh m,” Tammy n6i. “Em chura bao gior thy lanh dén thé trong doi minh. Em van con chét khiép.”

“Han la thé 161

C6 chuyén sy chit y sang nan hinh tivi. Trén d6 dang phat mdt bo phim truyén nhi?:u tap. Dance va Maggie doi khi cling xem b phim nay, thrdng 1a e
con bé bi 0m phai nghi hoc. Ban khong nhat thit theo doi hang thang troi vi khi tiep tuc xem trd lai, ban van c6 the hiéu ndi dung mdt cach hoan héo.

Dance ngdi xudng, nhin qua nhiing qua bong bay va vo 56 bong hoa dé trén mot cai ban gin d6, theo ban néing ¢ tim kiém nhimg bong hong do, nhing
mon qua ton gido hay nhitng tam thiép c6 hinh cay thip tu. Khong co gi hét.

“Em phai ¢ lai bénh vién trong bao lau?”

“C6 I8 homnay em s& xudt vién. Ciing c6 thé i mai, nguoi ta n6i thé.”
“Céc béc sithé nao? D& mén chir?”

Pép lai b mdt tiéng cuoi.

“Emhoc truong nio?”


http://ebookfull.net

“Robert Louis Stevenson.”
“Sap lén nam cudi?”
“Vang, vao mia thu.”

Pé khong khi thoai mai, Dance tm sur v6i Tammy: Hoi ¢6 bé c6 theo hoc cac lop he khong, da nghi minh mubn vao trudng dai hoc ndo chura, vé gia
dinh c6 bé, vé thé thao. “Em c6 ke hoach di nghi & dau khong?”’

“Bay gios thi gia dinh em ¢6 103, ¢d bé n6i. “Sau chuyén vira xdy ra. Mg, em ghi va em s& dén Florida théim ba vao tun sau.” C6 am huéng ngin ngam
trong giong ndi ctia c6 bé, va Dance thay rd rang viée t6i Florida cting gia dinh Ia diéu cudi cting 6 bé mudn lam.

“Tammy, em biét déy, bon chi rit mudn tim ra ké d3 Am chuyén nay voiem”
“Thang khon.”
Dance nhurdng mdt bén Iong may voi vé tan dong, “Hay ké cho chi nghe nhitng gi da xay ra.”

Tammy giai thich ban than d4 dén hop dém va ra vé sau nira dém Co bé dang ¢ trong bai dé xe thi c6 ké ndo d6 ap t6i tir phia sau, ding bang dinh bit
miéng, tréi chin tay c6 bé lai, némvao cop xe roi lai ti bai bien.

“Hén bo méic emlai d6 dé, thé ddy, chét dubi.” Poi mit co bé trong rdng. Dance, vé ban chit von 1 ngudi biét cam thong — mdt nét tinh cach ¢o thira
huéng tir me minh — ¢6 thé ty thin cam nhin dugc noi kinh hoang, mdt cam giac dau nhoi nhéi chay doc theo song lung cd.

“Em c6 biét ké tAn cong minh khong?”’

C6 bé lic dau. “Nhung em biét chuyén gi da xay ra.”
“La givay?”

“Cac bing nhom.”

“Hin 6 trong mdt bang nhom sa0?”

“Vang, tit ca moi nguoi déu biét. BE duoc gia nhap, chi can phai giét ai d6. Va néu mubn vao mdt bang La Tinh, chi can giét mot ¢ gai da tring, D6 1
lut 18.”

“Em nghi thil pham i ngudi gbe La Tinh?”

“Vang, em chiic chin la thé. Em khong trong thiy mét héin nhung da thiy ban tay. Nudc da sim hon, chi biét ddy. Khong den. Nhung hén chéc chin
khong phai ngudi da trang.”

“Voc nguoi han the nao?”

“Khong cao im. Khoang mjt mét sau muroi tim, nhung qua thire hén rét, rét khoé. A, con mdt chuyén nita. Em nghi t5i hom qua em da ndi chi cé mdt
2A. Nhung sang nay em da nhd lai. Bon chiing c6 hai nguroi.”

“Em nhin thdy hai tén?”

“Hon thé, em cam thiy c6 thém mdt ngudi nita & ngay gan, chi ciing biét cam giac do6 thé nao dung khong?”

“Licu do ¢ thé 1a mot phu nir khong?”

“0, c6 18. Emkhong biét nira. Nhu em vira n6i dy, lic d6 em rét hoang so.”

“C6 ké nao dong cham vao em khong?”

“Khong, theo kiéu d6 thi khong. Chiing chi dan bang dinh 1én ngudi em rdi ném vao cdp xe thoi,” doi miét ¢d bé loé 1én nhitng tia cam gian.
“Em con nhé gi lic xe chay khong?”

“Khong, lic 4y em quéa so. Emnghi minh nghe thiy tiéng loang xoang gi d6, mot tiéng va dap vong ra tir trong xe.”

“Khodng phai trong cdp?”’

“Khong. Nghe nhur tiéng kim loai va dép hay kiéu nhur thé, em nghi vay. Hin cho thir d6 vao trong xe sau khi da némem vao cbp. Emda xem phim do,
mot tap trong loat phim Saw[1]. Va lic &y emnghi ¢6 thé han s&€ ding thir d6 dé tra tanem.”



[1. Bo phim kinh dj cong chiéu néim 2004, xoay quanh cudc chay tron gin nhur v vong ciia nhitng nan nhén v t9i trude nhimg chiée bay duge giing rét
tinh vi ctia t€n giét nguoi hang loat. BO phimbao gom 7 phan ndy da thu vé 733 triéu USD cho cac nha san xuat.]

Chiéc xe dap, Dance thim nghi, nh¢ lai nhiing vét banh xe ngoai bai t;ién Hén da mang theo mit chic xe dap dé rdi khoi hién truong CO dua ra gia
thiét nay, song Tammy lai n6i 1 khong phai vi khong thé nhét mot chiée xe dap 1én bang ghe sau. C6 bé nghiém chinh thém vao, “va tieng dong d6 nghe
ciing khong giong mot chiéc xe dap.”

“Puoc r6i, Tammy,” Dance chinh lai kinh va khong ngimg quan sat ¢6 bé, lic nay dang dua miét nhin nhitng bong hoa, tam thiép va thii nhdi bong. C6
bé noi thém, “Chi nhin nhitng thir moi ngurdi mang dén ting em xem. Con giu ding kia 1 dep nhét phai khong chi?”

“Phai, trong nd dé thong ddy. .. Vay B em nghi d6 1 miy thanh nién gbc La Tinh trong mot bang nhoni?”’
“Vang, Nhung. .. ndi chung, chi biét dy, gio thi, c6 vé da qua roi.”
“Pa qua 1i?”

“Y la emda khong bi giét. Chi bi w6t mot chit thoi,” co bé bét cudi trong khi tranh dnh it Dance. “Bon chung chic chin dang rt hoang, Cau chuyén
duoc nhéc dén khiip noi trén cac ban tin. Em c4 1 ching da di rdi. Emnghii ¢6 khi ching 4 rdi khoi thanh phd.”

Hién nhién 1 céc bang nhém udn c6 nhitng nghi thirc gia nhap. Va mot s6 trong d6 ¢6 dinh déng toi giét nguoi. Nhing chuyén giét choc hiém khi ndm
ngoai van dé ching toc hodic nhom sic toc, va thong thurdng nhét 1 nhim vao thanh vién ciia bang nhom ddi thit hodc nhitng ké béan tin. Bén canh do,
chuyén xay dén voi Tammy duogc bd tri qua cong phu. Dance da hoc duge mdt didu tir viée diéu tra cac t0i 4¢ lién quan dén bang dang, d6 1a ching
true hét lién quan t6i chuyén kim an. Thoi gian 13 tién bac va cang t6n ft thoi gian vio nhitng hoat dong ngoai I& cang tdt.

Dance von da di dén két luéin Tammy khong hé nghi ke tin cong ¢6 bé a mdt thanh vién trong bang déng goc La Tinh. Va ¢6 bé cling chéing hé tin
chuyén c6 hai ké tan cong minh.

Trén thye t&, Tammy biét nhidu v& thi pham hon nhitng gi ¢6 bé thé hién ra ngoai.
Pa dén e can timra sy thit.

Qué trinh phén tich ngdn ngir hanh vi trong thém vén va héi cung truée hét bét dau bang viée xéc Bp mdt vach ranh gidi — mdt tip hop nhimg hanh vi ddi
tuong thé hién khi n6i that:‘ Ho dét ban tay vao dau, ho nhin vao dau, thuong xuyén tdi mirc ndo, trong khi noi hg cé chen vao “Um’”, “a” hay khong, ho
¢d g0 ban chan khong, ngoi thong vai hay nhd ngudi ra trudce, ho c6 do dy trude khi tra 161 khong?

Sau khi vach ranh gi6i trung thue ndy da duoc xac dinh, chuyén gia ngon ngit co thé s& ghi nhan bét ctr biéu hién ndo di chéch khoind khi di tuong b
hoi mdt cau hoi ma anh ta hay c6 ta ¢6 thé co Iy do dé tra 1i sai s that. Khi n6i doi, phan Ion moi nguoi déu cam thiy cing thing, lo Eing va ¢6 ging
giai tda nhitng cam gidc khé chiu d6 bang nhing ctr chi va cach dién dat ngdn ngit khac biét voi binh thuong. Mot trong nhing cau vién dan ua thich cta
Dance dén tir mot nguoi da timg séng trude khi khai niém “ngdn ngit co thé” duge hinh thanh ca thé ky: Charles Darwin, ngudi da néi, “Nhitng cam xtic
bi kim nén hiu nhu uon thé hién ra ngoai dudi dang mdt cir dong nao d6 clia co thé.”

Khi chi d& danh tinh ké tAn cong duge dé cap dén, Dapce nhin thfiy ngdn ng& co thé ctia cq béﬂdé dao dong khéi vach ranh gioi d6: C6 bé vin veo
hong mot cach khong thoai méi, mot ban chan lién tuc lac hr. Nhiing ke ndi doi thudng co the kiém sodt cac canh tay va ban tay mot cach kha dé dang,
song lai it € y téi phan con lai cua co thé minh hon nhiéu, dac biét 1a cac ngdn chin va ban chan.

Dance ciing nhan thiy nhiing thay ddi khac: Trong cao d6 giong ndi clia ¢d bé, ngon tay lién tuc i én toc, nhitng “ctr chi ngin chan’ khi dua tay lén
cham vao miéng va miii. Tammy cling c6 nhitng hanh vi ngdn ngir lac d¢ khong can thict. C6 bé néi lan man, dua ra nhitng cau chung chung vo nghia nhu
“Tat ca moi nguoi déu biet dicu d6” — nhitng biéu hién dién hinh ctia mdt ngudi dang ndi doi.

Kanthryn Dance tin chic co bé dang gidu giém thong tin nén ic nay ¢6 chuyén sang ché do phan tich. Cach tiép can ciia c6 dé lam cho mot dbi tuong
16i thit bao gdm bdn phan. Thir nht, c6 dat cau hoi: DSi trong ¢6 vai trd gi trong bién ¢6? O ddy, Tammy chi 3 nan nhin va nhan chimg, Dance két
lun. C6 bé khong phai 11 mot ké can du, khong lién quan t6i mot hanh vi t9i pham khéac hay nguy tao nén vu bt coc minh.

Thir hai, dong co ctia viée ndi di la gi? Cau trd 101 da qué 10 rang, ¢ bé t0i nghiép so bi tra thil. Trudng hop nay cling thuong thiy, n6 gip cong viée
cua Dance tr¢ nén don gian hon néu so védi viéc dong co ctia Tammy 1a che giau hanh vi pham t6i ctia ban than.

Céu hoi thir ba: Ca tinh chung ctia d6i twong thudc loai ndo? Hiéu rd diéu nay s& gitp Dance biét ¢ nén ap dung phwong cach tiép can ndo dé tiép tuc
cudc thim vAn. Chéng han, ¢6 nén t6 ra nghiém khéic hay hién hoa, xuc tién theo hudng giai quyét vin dé hay dong vién tinh cam, cur xtr mdt céch than
thién hay xa cach? Dance phén loai d6i turong ctia ¢6 theo céc dic tinh trong Chi s6 phan loai Myers - Briges[2] cho phép danh gid liéu mdt ngudi hudng
ngoai hay hudng ndi, ly tri hay tinh cam, giac quan hay truc giac.

[2. BO cau hoi nhidm danh g4 xu hudéng tim Iy ctia con nguoi dwa trén cac ly thuyét do Carl Gustav Jung dé xuét, ban than chi thi Myers - Briggs do
Katharine Cook Briggs va con gai ba, Isabel Briggs Myers, phat trién. |

Diéu khdc biét gita mAu ngudi hudng ngoai va hudng ndi nam ¢ thai do. Liéu d01 tuong hanh dong trude rdi sau d6 danh gia két qué - huéng ngoai hay
can nhéc trude khi hanh dong - hudéng n6i? Qué trinh thu thp thong tin dugc tién hanh hoac bang cach dit niém tin vao nhin nhan - gidc quan, hodc bing
trong cdy vao cac linh cam - tnre giéc. Viée dura ra quyét dinh xay ra hoic thong qua plnn tich khach quan - 1y tri, hoac 1a su Iya chon cam tinh - tmh
cam Cho dii Tammy kha xinh, khoe khoén va ¢6 vé 2 mdt ¢b gai duoc moi ngudi yéu mén, thi khi roi vio tinh canh mét an toan, va ca mit cude song



gia dinh bat 6n— nhur nhitng gi Dance tim hiéu dugc — ciing bién c6 bé thanh mot ngudi hudng ndi, con ngudi cla tryc gide va tinh cam C6 nghia la
Dance khong thé dung cach tiép can thing thimg v6i c6 bé. Tammy don gian s& bién thanh mdt birc trdng d4, va bi ton thirong tim Iy néing né boi qua
trinh thAm van gay git.

Cudi cling, cau hoi thir tur nguoi thAm van nhit thiét phai dat ra : DSi twong ¢6 dac tinh ctia loai ngudi néi ddi nao?

C6 tht ca vai loai. Nhimg ké thi doan, hay kiéu Machiavelli dién hinh[3] — nhiing ké  khong thiy ¢ g sai trong viée ndi déi vi bon ho str dung déi tra nhur
mot cong cu dé dat dwoc muc tiéu cho ban than trong tinh yéu, im in, chinh tri va rét, rit gioi gat lira. Nhimg loai khéc bao gdmkiéu xa giao — lay néi
ddi dé giai tri, kiéu thich nghi — nhitng ngwdi thiéu ty tin muron déi tra hdng tao 4n tuong tich cure, kiéu dién vién — nhitng ngudi n6i ddi dé kiém soat ban
than.

[3. Puoc dat tén theo nha triét hoc chinh tri nguoi Italia, nguroi da viét mdt cubn sach vé sy thi doan.]

Dance di dén két lun Tammy 1 mdt sur két hop gitta kiéu thich nghi va kiéu di€n vién. Tinh cénh mét an toan khién c6 bé n6i ddi dé hd trg cho ci toi
mong manh ctia minh, va c6 bé s€ san sang ndi doi dé dat muyc dich.

Mot khi nguoi chuyén gia phén tich ngdn ngit co thé tra 1oi xong k{én cau hoi ndy, phan con lai clia qua trinh rét don gian: C6 tiép tuc dat cau hoi véi doi
tuong, ghi nhan can than nhitng hanh vi thé hién phan (mg cang thang — cac bi€u hién ca 101 néi doi. Sau do lién tyc tro lai voi nhig cau hoi, nhimg diu
¢6 lién quan, tham do ti mi hon, tip trung xody sau vao phan 1n6i ddi, ghi nhan va xem xét dbi tuong ddi pho v6i mirc do cang thang ngay cang cao nhur
thé ndo. Liéu co bé s& ndi gian, phu nhén, suy sup hay c6 ging xoay X6 dé thoat ra khoi tinh thé ctia minh? Timg trang thai trong s6 nay doi hoi nhitng
cach tmg pho khéc nhau dé thic ép, du db hay dong vién dbi turgng ndi ra sur thét.

Péy chinh 14 diéu Dance dang lam ltic ndy, ngdi hoi nhd ngudi ra trude mdt chit dé dua minh vao mdt vi tri gin giii nhung khong xam pham “‘ranh gioi” -
cach Tammy ching gan mdt mét. Lam thé s& khién c6 bé cam thiy bon chon, nhung khéng bi de doa qué dang. Dance lubn gilt mOt ny cuoi phang phét
trén khu6n nit, va quyét dinh khong doi kinh gong xim iy cap kinh gong den — “Cip kinh san mdi” ¢6 van deo dé ap ché nhirg ddi twrong kiéu
Machiavelli dién hinh.

“Nhitng gi emn6i rét hiru ich, Tammy. Chj danh gia rét cao sy hop tac clia em.”

C6 bé mim cudi, nhung ciing liéc nhin ra cira. Dance két luan: N6i déi.

“Nhung c6 mot thir,” ¢6 ni thém, “bon chi da ¢6 dwoc mdt s bao cao vé hién trurong vu an. Gidng nhur trong phim CSI[4], em biét chir?”

[4. Mot séri truyén hinh ndi tiéng ctia My vé d& tai diéu tra hién trrdng cac vy én.]

“Cé chir. Emxemnd ma.”

“Em thich phan na0?”

“Phan dau. Chi biét ddy, Las Vegas.”

“Chi nghe nid6 I ban hay nhét,” Dance chura bao giy xem qua phan nay. “Nhung tir cic bang chimg, c6 vé khong hé c6 hai ké tin cong, Cho dula &
bai giri xe hay ngoai bai bien.”

0. Vay déy, nhu emd néi, tAt ca chi 1, trm, mot cam giac thoi.”

“Va chi c6 mdt cau hoi Tiéng loang xoang emnghe théy d6? Embiét ddy, bon chi ciing khong tlrnthéy bt cir vét banh xe hoi ndo khac. Vi thé bon chi
rat ban khoan vé viée hén da lam thé ndo dé chay khoi hién trrong. Ching ta hily cing quay lai chiéc xe dap. Chi biét em khong nghi d6 i 4m thanh da
vang Ién trong xe, tiéng loang xoang, nhung ndi cho clng ciing van ¢ thé c6 kha ning 1 n6 chir, em c6 nghi thé khong?”

“Mot chice xe dap u?”

Nhic lai mot cau hoi thurdng 1 déu hiéu cta lira di. Bi tong dang ¢b kéo dai thoi gian dé nghi t6i nhimg hé qua ctia mdt cau tra 1oi va dé bia ra didu gi
6 ¢6 vé dang tin.

“Khong, khong thé ndo. Lam sao mdt chiéc xe dap c6 thé & trong xe dugc?” 101 phi nhan cta Tammy dén qua nhanh va qua quéa quyét. C6 bé ciing da
can nhic t6i kha nang mdt cai xe dap song vi mt Iy do ndo d6 lai khong muon thira nhén no.

Dance nhudng mot bén may Ién. <O, chi ciing khong biét nita. Mot nguoi hang x6m ctia chi ciing c6 mdt chiée Canry. D6 1 mdt chiée xe kha Ion.”
C0 bé chop mit, duong nhu ngac nhién khi Dance biét kicu xe ctia minh. Vige ngudi dc vu da tim hicu can k& moi chi tiét khién Tammy cam thiy bét
an. Nhin ra cira s6. C6 bé dang hanh dong mot cach vo thire dé co thoat khoi tam trang lo ling khong chit thi vi nay. Dance da tién sat t6i mot dicu gi
d6. C6 cam thay mach ctia chinh minh dap manh hon.

“C6 thé im Emkhong rd nita,” Tammy noi.

“Vay I hin c6 thé c6 mot chié"c xe dap. Nhu thé c6 nghia h.'fm cling trac tuél em, hay tré hon mdt chut. T4t nhién ngudi 6n ciing di xe dap, nhung nhitng
ban tré nhu em s€ st dung nhiéu hon. A nay, em nghi sao vé kha ning ké tan cong Ia ai d6 hoc cting truong voi em?”



“O truong u? Khong doi ndo. Khong ai em biét lai c6 thé am mdt viéc nhur thé.”
“DA ting c6 ai de doa em bao giy chira? Hay em c6 4u da voi ai & truong Stevenson khong?”

“Em nghii Brianna Crenshaw cay Fim khi em dnh bai n6 dé vao doi hoat ndo vién. Nhung no lai bat dau hen ho véi Davey Wilcox, ngudi em c6 cam
tinh. Vay 14 nghe c6 vé nhu hoa,” c6 bé cudi nghen nghen.

Dance ciing mim cuoi.

“Khong, d6 chinh Ia tay thinh vién trong bang nhom. Em chic chin thé,” doi mit ¢ bé md to. “Doi da, by giem nh ra roi. Han c6 goi mot cude dign
thoai. C6 thé 1a cho ké cam dau bang nhom. Emco thé nghe han md dién thoai ra va noi, “Ella esta en el coche’.”

Con bé & trong cop xe, Dance tir dich cho minh. C6 héi Tammy, “Em biét cau d6 ¢6 nghia i gi chir?”
“Pai loai la “T6i cd co ta trong xe .

“Em dang hoc tiéng Tay Ban Nha?”

“Ving.”

Tét ca déu duoc ndi ra nhanh dén khong kip thd véi 4m vire cao hon binh thurdng, D61 it ¢6 bé nhin chéim chit vao mét Dance song ban tay lai dua lén
vuot toc ra sau va dirng lai dé gii moi.

Cau tiéng Ty Ban Nha vira duoc dn ra hoan toan I bia dt.

“Chi nghi,” Dance tir ton bt dau, “hén chi gia vor | mdt thanh vién bang nhom Nhim che gidu danh tinh. Diéu d6 ¢6 nghia hin con Iy do khac dé tin
congem”

“Um, tai sao?”
“D6 chinh 1 diéu chi dang hy vong em s& gitp chi im séang 6. Em trong thiy hén lAn ndo khong?”

“Ciing khong han. Sudt tir dau dén cudi hiin déu & sau lung em. Va trong baii dé xe ltc Ay thrc s, thuce sur rat t0i. Déng ra ho phéi mic dén ngoai do.
Emnghi em s€ kién cau lac bd. Bo em Ia ludt su & San Mateo.”

Thai d6 tirc gidn nay duoc tung ra dé danh lac hudng tham van ctia Dance. .. Tammy d4 thiy gi do.
“C6 thé trong lic hén lai gan, em da thiy hinh anh phan chiéu trén cra kinh xe ching?”
(Cb bé dang lic dau tra 16i khong. Nhung Dance van kién quyét.

“Chi mdt cai nhin thoang qua thoi. Thir nghi lai xem. O day ban dém bao gids ciing lanh. Hén khong thé chi mic 4o so'mi. Co phai hén niic 4o vest
khong? Hay mdt cai 4o khoac da? Hay 4o len? Hodc so mi vai len. Hay mdt céi 4o c6 mii trum dau?”

Tammy tra 10i khong voi tat ¢4, nhung c6 mot cau “khong” khéc hian nhimg cau khac.

Sau d6 Dance d¢é y thiy d6i nit c6 bé chuyén sang huéng vé phia mdt bo hoa trén ban. Bén canh 1 tim thiép chiic binh phuc viét: Nao, ¢6, hiy sém
thoat khoi chuyén nay! Yéu cau J, P, va Beasty Girl.

Kathryn Dance nhin nhéin v& bén thin minh nhu mot nhén vién thyc thi phap lujt thao viéc thanh cng phén kon vi hiéu théu déo cong viée phai im va
khong chip nhan cau tra 161 “khong”. Tuy vay, thinh thoang bo 6c cta ¢6 lai nhanh nhay dénky la. C6 tong hop cac sy kién va camnhdn, thé roi dot
nhién mot ct nhdy vot that dai khong trong doi I I xuat hién — mdt suy doan hay két luan hién ra ctr nhur theé nhé vao phép mau.

T At6iBt6i X...

Piéu d6 dang dién ra ngay lic nay, khi ¢d thoang thiy Tammy nhin nhitng bong hoa v6i d6i mét duwom vé bdn chon.

C6 ndm Ay co hoi

“Em biét ddy, Tammy, bon chi biét ké tin cong em ciing da dé lai mot cdy thap tu ven duong — nhur kiéu mot thong diép ndo do.”

D6i mit ¢6 bé mo to.

Trang dich rdi, Dance thAm nghi. C6 bé c6 biét vé cay thap tur.

Cb tiép tuc mach suy doan vira phat sinh, “Va nhig thong diép nhur viy thudng xuit phat tir nhitng nguoi quen biét nan nhan.”



“Em... emnghe thdy hin n6i tiéng Ty Ban Nha.”

Dance biét d6 [a mdt 1oi ndi dbi, nhung c6 da hoc dqu réng Vol nhfmg dbi tuong c6 kiéy tinh cach nhu Tamny, can chira chq ho mot d,uémg hn, néu
khong ho s& dong sap ban than lai hoan toan. C6 ndi bang giong tan dong, “O, chi tin chiic em da nghe thay. Nhung chi nghi hiin dang c6 che giau danh
tinh. Han tim cach dénh Itra em.”

Tammy dang so ram 6, ¢d bé toi nghi€p.

K¢ no lim co bé kinh hoang dén thé?

“Trude hét, Tammy, chi cam doan 1a bon chi s&€ bao v¢ em. Cho duké tAn congem1a ai, héin s& khéng thé dén gﬁn em dugc nita. Chj s& diéu mdt canh
sat ding gac ngoai ctra phong emtai day. Va bon chi cling s€ cho mdt ngudi tdi trye tai nha em cho dén khi bon chi bat duoc thi pham gy ra chuyén

AN }]

nay.

Vé nhe nhdm hién 15 trong d6i it ¢d bé.

“Chi c6 mdt ¥ nghi thé nay: Em nghi sao vé mot ké qudy ri? Em rat dep. Chi dam cuoc 1 em s& phai rit cén than.”
C6 bé né mdt nu cudi rat than trong, nhung dau sao van thich thi trudc 10i khen.

“Gén déy c6 ai am phién g em khong?”

C6 bénh nhan tré do du.

Ching ta da i gan sy that. Thye sy rat gin roi.

Nhung Tammy lai i xa, né tranh. “Khong.”

Dance cling lam twong ty. “Emco van dé ndo voi moi ngudi trong gia dinh khong?” ¢ da kiém tra vi d6 ciing c6 thé | mot kha ning. B6 me 6 bé da ly
di sau mdt cudc chien phap ly dir doi trude toa, va anh trai c6 cling song xa nha. Mot 6ng chii ctia c6 bé cling tirng bi budc tdi bao hanh.

Nhung d6i mét Tammy cho thiy 13 ring ngudi thin ctia ¢6 khong can du gi dén vu tAn cong,

Darce tiép tue tha cau. “Emc6 khic méc ndo yéipét ctr ai em timg trao d6i email khong? C6 thé I ai d6 em quen trén mang, qua Facebook hay
MySpace chang han? Ngay nay chuyén nhu the van thudng xuyén xdy ra.”

“Khong dau, thit ddy. Em khong lén mang nhidu thé d4u,” c6 bé gai gai mong tay vao nhau, cir chi twrong dwong voi vin veo hai ban tay.

“Chi xin 16i da giing hoi em, Tammy. Song dé dam bao chuyén nay khong Eip lai nita 1 hét stc quan trong.”

Thé r6i Dance nhin thiy mot diéu dép thing vao o nhu mdt et troi gidng. Trong doi mét ¢ bé dang hién Ién mdt cAu tra 101 thira nhin — mot thoang
nhuréng lén rat nhanh cta 16ng may va 1ong mi. Nhu the nghiia la Tammy ¢6 so haii chuyén nay s& lp lai, nhung vi ¢6 bé s& duge canh sat bao vé nén
phan ung nay cho thay ké tan cong con la mdi de doa cho ca nhitng nguoi khac.

Tammy nubt nude bot. RS rang ¢6 bé dang ¢ trong giai doan tir chdi hop téc cling phan tmg cang thing, ciing ¢ nghia 1 Tammy dang thu minh lai, hé
thong phong vé dugc day Ién nmirc canh gidc cao.

“D6 la mdt ké em khong biét. Emxin thé ¢6 Chiia.”

Mot biéu hién déi tra dién hinh: “T6i xin thé”. Ca chuyén nhéic dén Chiia ciing vay. Ching khac gi ¢6 bé 16n tiéng hét that to: “Em dang néi ddi! Em muén
ndira sy that nhung emsg.”

Dance 16i, “Duoc rdi, Tammy. Chi tin em.”

“Chi théy déy, em thuc su, thuce sy rat mét. Emnghi c6 1& minh khong mudn n6i thém ginita cho dén khi me vao day.”

Dance mim cudi. “TAt nhién rdi, Tammy.”

C6 dimg day, dua cho c6 bé mdt tim danh thiép ctia minh. “Néu em c6 thé nhé ra thém bét ky didu gi méi, hiy cho bon chi hay nhé.”

“Em rét xin 161 vi em, trm, khong gip duoc nhicu,” ¢ bé cup mit xudng. Dance c6 the thiy c6 bé da timg ding dén chiéu trd hon ddi va tyr vo tréch ban
thin ndy trong qua khar. K¥ thuat ay, cong voi mdt chilt tan tung, hin s€ c6 hi¢u qua voi cac cdu con trai va bo ¢d bé, nhung voi phu nit thi khong,

Déu vy, Dance vin dién kich cing ¢ bé. “Khong, khong, emda gitp duoc rét nhicu. That kinh khing, ¢6 bé, thir nhin lai nhiing gi em phai tréi qua ma
xem. Hay nghi ngoi mdt chit di. Va bat mdt bd phim truyén hinh nao d6 Ién.”” C6 hat ham vé phia tivi. “No rat tot cho dau 6c.”

Bude ra khoi phong, Dance nghi lai: Thém vai gio' nita rat ¢6 thé co da bude duogc con bé phai ndi ra sy that, dau khong hoan toan chéc chin vi Tammy
10 rang dang hoang s¢. Bén canh do, cho du nguoi tham van c6 tai nang dén dau, doi khi cac doi twrong chi don gidn s€ khong ndi ra nhiing gi ho biét.



Ciing ching quan trong. Kathryn Dance tin ban than da thu dioc moi thong tin minh can. A t6i B t6i X. ..
Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Puong duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhidu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chuong 6

Ngoai tién sanh bénh vién, Dance dung dién thoai cong cong vi & day khong duge phép str dung di dong, goi mdt nhén vién canh st t6i gic phong clia
Tammy Foster. Sau d6, c¢6 dén quiy tiép tan va nhén tin cho me minh.

Ba phit sau, Edie Dance lim con i ba ngac nhién khi xuét hién khong phéi tir chd ctia ba ¢ khoa Tim mach ma lai tir phia khu Biéu tri tich cyc.
“Chao nme.”

“Katie,” ngudi phu nit than hinh bé bé chic nich voi mai toc xam cat ngin va cap kinh tron lén tiéng chao con gai. Ba deo trén ¢b mot mit dy chuyén
bang v bao ngur va ngoc thach tir im. “Me da nghe n6i dén vu tin cong mdt ¢ gai trong cdp xe d6. Con bé dang & ting trén.”

“Con biét. Con vira tir dy ra.”

“Ri ciing s& 6n thoi. Nhur nguoi ta van néi. Cude gip ctia con sang nay thé nio?”

Dance nhan mit. “C6 vé d mdt budc thyt ki, Bén bao chita dang cd dep vu an sang mit bén bang cach van dong mién truy t5.”

Cau tra loi “Diéu d6 ching lamme ngac nhién” cﬁit 1én Janh ling. Edie Dance khong bao gio do dy n6ira quan diém ctia minh. Ba timg gip qua ké tinh
nghi, va khi biet duoc nhimg gi han lam, ba da rat phan nd — m6t cam xiic hoan toan rd rang véi Dance khi ¢6 quan sat khun mat binh than va ny cuoi
thoang qua. Me c6 khong bao gio' cao giong, Song anh myit lai lanh nhu thép.

Cai nhin chét ngurdi, Dance van nhé timg nghi vé me minh nhur thé khi ¢6 con bé.

“Nhung Ernie Seybold 13 mit nguoi kién curong,”

“Michael thé nio?” Edie Dance van ludn ¢ cam tinh voi O’ Neil.

“Van khoe. Con va anh 4y dang cing diéu tra vu ndy,” c6 giai thich v& cy thap tir tim thdy ven duong,

“Khong thé ndo, Katie! D& lai mot cay thap tur trude khi ai do chét u? Nhur mot thong diép?”

Dance gat dau. Nhung c6 nhan thiy su chil y cia me minh van tiép tuc hudng ra ngoai. Khudn niit ba day wu tur.

“Con thdy ddy, dang ra ho con nhimg chuyén quan trong hon dé am Ong myc sur kia moi hom ng vira doc mdt bai dién thuyét Lira va hru huynh(1]. Va
vé cam ghét han hoc trén khuon miit ho kia. That xau xa.”

[1. Cach dién dat theo Kinh Thanh dé am chi con gidn dit ctia Chiia trit xubng du nhimg ké t0i 161.]

“Me da gip bd me Juan chwra?”

Edie Dance d danh ra kha nhiéu thoi gian dé an i gia quyén ngudi nhin vién canh sat bi bong nang, nhat I me anh. Ba biét Juan Millar gin nhur chéc
chin s& khong the qua khoi, nhung da lam tat ca d¢ gitip doi vo chong trong con chodng vang va hoang mang hiéu con ho dang duoc huwdng sw cham
séc tot nhat c¢6 thé. Edie tirng ndi véi Kathryn rang noi dau tinh than ctia ngudi me ciing giay vo khing khiép khong kém gi n6i dau thé xac ctia cdu con
trai.

“Khong, ho chura quay lai. Julio thi cd. Sang nay cau ta da & day.”

“That thé u? Dé laimgi a?”

Cole dé lAy tr trang cia cAu em trai. Me ciing khong biét nita. .. giong ba Eing xubng. “Céu ta chi dtmg nhin chiim chim vio cin phong noi Juan
chet.”

“Viéc nay da duoc dicu tra chura?”’

“Hoi dong Pao ditc nghé nghiép ctia bénh vién dang tim hicu. Va c6 vai canh st ghé qua day. Ngui ciia hat. Nhung khi ho xem qua béo céo va théy
anh chup cac vet thuong cua Juan, thi khong ai thuc su phan nd vi chuyén cdu ay chét. B dung nghia 14 syr gidi thoat.”


http://ebookfull.net

“Julio ¢6 ndi gl v6i me khi anh ta dén day hom nay khong?”
“Khong, ciu ta chiing ni gi vdi ai ca. Néu con mudn biét, me thiy cau ta c6 vé hoi dang so. Va me khong khoi nhd t6i nhing gi c4u ta da im véi con.”
“Liic d6 anh ta nhét thoi bi mét di Iy tr,” Dance n6i.

“A, khong gi ¢ thé bién h dugc cho hanh dong thn cong con gai me,” Edie n6i vi mdt ny cuoi kién dinh. Mot lin nita doi it ba huéng ra ngoai cira
kinh quan sat nhdm nguoi dang phan d6i. Mot cai nhin toi sam. Ba noi, “Tot hon me nén quay veé vi tri ctia minh.”

“Néu dugc, chic nita bd c6 thé dua Wes va Maggie qua day khong me? BS ¢ cude hop & khu thity cung. Con s& ghé qua d6n hai dira sau.”
“Tét nhién 14 duoc, con gai yéu. Me s& dua ching dén khu vui choi tré em.”

Edie Dance lai ngoai dau thém lan nita, liéc nit nhin ra phia ngoai. Khudn mit ba dy phin nd va bét binh. Nhu thé dang néi: “Céc ngudi khong co
quyen vac mit dén day quay ray chung toi the nay”.

Dance roi khoi bénh vién véi cai liéc it vé phia muyc su R.Samuel Fisk va ngudi dan ong dé con c6 thé 13 vé si ctia ng ta. Bon ho ciing mdt vai ngudi
phan doi khac dang sict chat tay va cti dau cau nguyén.

*

“May tinh ctia Tammy,” Dance néi véi Michael O’Neil.

Anh nhuéng mt bén may lén.

“N6 chira dung cau tra 101, Tuy khong hin 1o murdi muroi. Nhung s& c6 mot vai thong tin ndo d6. Lién quan t6i danh tinh ké tin cong.”

Hai nguoi dang ngdi nhdm nhdp tach ca phé bén ngoai Whole Foods[2] tryc thuc Trung tim Del Monte, mdt khu mua ban ngoai trdi toa lac ngay canh
Macy’s[3]. Dance timg co Jan nhAm tinh ring minh 44 mua it nhit nam muroi doi gidy tai ddy vi gidy dép von 1a thir thude an than dbi vi co. Tuy vy, ndi
cho cong bang, s6 1in mua c6 phén thai qua kia da dién ra trong vong vai nim. Va thurong xuyén, nhung khong phai luon lubn, vao cac dip ha gia.

[2. Whole Foods Market: Mot chudi siéu thi chuyén ban thre phdm & M.

3. Tén mot hé thong siu thi tai My.]

‘Mot ke quéy r6i qua mang u?”” O’Neil hoi. Mon dn ho vira thrdng thire khong phai i trimg chan véi nude sét Ha Lan thanh dam kém i ty, ma |
mot chiéc banh strng bo nho khé kém kem pho mat it béo dung trong vo bao hinh 1a.

“C6 thé Bm Hodc mdt cAu ban trai cii da de doa con bé, hoic nguoi ndo d6 nd gap trén mang, Nhung t61 chic chin con bé biét danh tinh ctia hin, néu
khong phai tirng gap tan mat. Toi nghiéng vé kha ning ai d6 hoc cung véi Tammy. Tai trudng Stevenson.”

“Nhung di1 vy ¢6 bé van khong mudn ndi ra?”
“Khong, n6 mot mure khing dinh d6 1 mot thanh vién trong bang nhom gbe La Tinh.”

O’Neil bat cudi. C6 rit nhiéu 1i khai bip doi chi tra bao hiém van bat dau bang, “Mot nguoi gbe Tay Ban Nha deo miit na x6ng vao cira hiéu db trang

strc ciia t67”. Hay “Hai gi gbc¢ Phi mang niit na chia sting ra va cudp chiéc dong hd Rolex ciia t67”.

“Khong c6 chi tiét mb ta ndo, nhung toi nghii ké tAn cong mic 4o so mi vai len va 4o khodc c6 mi trim du. Phan tmg phit dinh ctia con bé khac han khi
t01 nhac o1 ching.”

“May tinh ctia ¢d bé,” O’Neil trdm ngAm, cAm cip hd so ning trich ctia minh dé 1én mit ban rdi md nd ra. Anh xem qua mdt ban in bo céo. “Tin tdt i
chiing ta c6 no trong cac vat chirng thu durge. Mot may tinh xach tay. Ngay trén bang ghé sau chiéc xe ctia c6 bé.”

“Va tin x4u | n6 da timg Inh bénh trong bién murde Théi Binh Duong rdi ding khong?”

“Hur hai d4ng ké vi nurée bién,” anh din I trong bao cdo.

Dance cut himg, “Chiing ta s& phai giri nd dén Sacramento hay ti chd FBI[4] & tin San Jose. Phai mét hang tuin dé c6 phan hoi.”

[4. Viét tit ctia Federal Bureau of Investigation: Cuc Piéu tra Lién bang Hoa Ky.]

Hai ngudi quan sat mot con chim rudi bao dan bét chip dam dong bay sa xubng thuong thirc bita sang 6 mot gio cdy treo ¢6 hoa do. O’Neil noi, “Toi
¢d y nay. Toi mdi ndi chuyén cting mdt ngudi ban lam tai Cyc & trén d6. Anh ta vira tham dy mdt budi dien thuyet vé tdi pham may tinh. Mot trong cac
dién gid 1a nguoi & day — mit gido su tai Santa Cruz.”

“0 UC[5] a?”



[5. Viét tit ctia University of California: Pai hoc California. ]

Mot trong nhiing ngoi trudng Dance tirng theo hoc.

“Anh ban t6i ndi tay gido su nay rat kha. Va anh ta tinh nguyén gitp do néu c6 lic ndo d6 ho can dén.”
“Xuat than thé nao?”

“Tét c4 nhimg gi toi biét A anh ta tir Thung ling Silicon[6] t&i va bit d4u day hoc.”

[6. Silicon Valley: Tén mdt khu vire & ving nam Vinh San Francisco, phia béc California, c6 trung tim 1 thung fing Santa Clara, noi tap trung nhiéu tip
doan l6n ctia My vé cong nghé cao. |

“ft ra nganh gido duc ciing khong co cai bong bong nao bi vo.”

“C6 c6 mudn toi thir lién lac v6i anh chang gido su d6 khong?”’

“Tét nhién roi.”

O’Neil ly tir trong ca tap mdt xap danh thiép duoc sép xép ngin nép gon ging hét nhu do dac trén chiée thuyén ctia anh, rdi tim dugc mdt tam thip va
bamso goi Qi Trong ba phiit, anh d3 lién lac duoc véi ngrrdi ban cuia minh va c6 mdt cude trao doi ngan. Vu tn cong da kip thu hit su chiycuaF BI,
Dance c6 thé suy doan la vdy. O’Neil nguéch ngoac ghi lai mjt céi tén va cam on ngudi dac vu no. Anh ngit lién lac r6i dua manh gidy cho Dance. Tien
si Jonathan Boling. Phia duéi tén Ia mt so dién thoai.

“C6 mat gl dau, ding khong?. .. By gidr ai dang giit chiéc may tinh nhi?””

“Nam trong két bang chimg ciia ching ta. T6i s& goi dién bao ho iy n6 ra.”

Dance it dién thoai di dong ctia ¢6 khoi bao dung va goi cho Boling, 4n vao hdp thur thoai ciia anh ta va dé lai mot 1o nhin,

Co tiép tuc cho O°Neil biét thém vé Tammy, dé cdp t6i viée phan I6n phén (mg vé cam xtic ciia ¢ bé déu xuét phét tir ndi so hai ke tin cong s& lai ra
tay nita, va c6 thé nham vao nhiing ngudi khac.

“Piing diéu ching ta dang lo ngai,” O’Neil ndi, dua ban tay chai san Ién lia qua mai toc mudi tiéu.
“C6 bé ciing biéu hién ra ngoai nhing tin hiéu ctia cam giéc t6i 161, Dance noi.
“Bai vi rt ¢6 thé c6 bé c6 mdt phin trach nhiém trong chuyén da xay ra?”

“D6 chinh 1 diéu t6i dang nghil. Di thé ndo di nita, t6i thye sy mudn tim hiéu xem bén trong chiéc may tinh d6 ¢6 gi.”” Dance liéc mit xem dong hd deo
tay, va vo c¢ cam thay buc bdi vi anh chang Jonathan Boling nay van chwra hoi dap cudc goi ctia ¢d ba phiit trude.

C6 hoi O*Neil, “C6 thém dau mdi ndo tir bang chimg chwa?”’

“Khong hé,” anh cho c6 hay Peter Bennington di im béo céo vé hién trudng vu an: Cay thap ty duoc lam tir nhitng canh s0i, loai cay von ¢ sb lrong

khoang mot hay hai triéu & ving Ban ddo Monterey. Soi day ren mau xanh lyc ding & budc hai canh cay lai i loai thong dung, khong thé truy ra ngudn
gbe. Tambia céc tong duoc cit ra tir bia sau cia mot cuon s0 ghi chép loai ré tién c6 ban & ca nghin cira hing, Chét myc ciing khong thé xac dinh
duoc. Va khong 16 nhitng bong hdng c6 ngudn gde cu thé tir cira hang hay dia diém nio.
Dance noi voi anh gid thiét vé chiéc xe dap. Song O*Neil d di trude ¢d mot bude. Anh cho biét ngudi clia minh da kiém tra i bai dé xe noi Tammy bi
bat coc cling nhur bﬁi bién noi chiéc xe hoi bi bo lai, va tjtnthéy nhicu vét banh xe dap hoq, khong c6 vét nao nhﬁn dang duoc, song cptmg con mm, cho
phép suy doan nhicu kha nang day 1a phirong tién dao tau ctia thii pham. Nhung cac vét 10p lai khong du déc diem khac biét dé cé thé truy ra vét tich.
Pién thoai ctia Dance ) chudng — nhac hiu Looney Tunes[7] cia Warner Brothers — do céc con c6 cai nhu mdt trd dua. O’Neil mim cuoi.

[7. Chiim phim hoat hinh ngin ndi tiéng ctia hing Warner Brothers, dugc san xuét tir nam 1930 dén 1969.]

Dance nhin man hinh d¢ xem danh tish ngurdi goi. Trén mén hinh dang hi¢n 1én J. Boling. C6 nhuéng mdt bén méy ién, mdt lin nita thim nghi that vo Iy
rang cling da dén lic roi.

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong dugce tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chwong 7

Mot tiéng dong bén ngoai - tiéng ring ric vong lai tir sau nha - mang ndi so xura cii quay vé.

Céam giac dang bi theo doi.

Khong giéng nhu & siéu thi hay trén bai biéq C6 khong so nhitng cau nhéc ma ménh hay nhimg ke 6m ¢ thich tréu gheo. Boi chuyén do6 hodic lam ¢o
kho chiu, hofic lam ¢6 thay duoc tan tung, tat nhién phy thude vao doi twong la mit céu nhoe hay mt g ling nhing. Nhung khong, dicu lam Kelley
Morgan phat khiep I thir gi @6 dang nhin chdm cham vao minh tir bén ngoai ctra s6 phong ngu.

Réc ric. ..

Lai mt 4m thanh nita. Kelley ngdi bén ban viét trong phong, cam thy mdt cai ring minh dot ngdt va dir doi dén mirc da 6 nhdi Ién nhur bi chich. Céc
ngon tay cing do nhu bi dong bang, ding lai ngay trén ban phim Nhin di, ¢6 tu nhi. Sau do: Khong, dung,

Cubi ctng: Chia oi, mi d& murdi bay tudi rdi. Vot qua n6 dil

Kelley ép minh quay ngudi lai, danh bao dwa mét nhom qua khung cira. M6t nén troi x4m bén trén mang méu xanh lyc va ndu ctia cdy cdi, d4 va cat.
Ching c6 ai.

Va ching c6 thir gi hét.

Quén no di.

C6 ¢6 than hinh manh mai cling méi toc day sim mau, va s& trd thanh hoc sinh nam cubi trrdng trung hoc vao mia thu téi. C6 da c6 gidy phép ki xe. C6
tirng hrét van & bai bién Maverick. Va ¢6 s€ di nhay dui vao dip sinh nhat thir nurdi thm cling ban trai.

Khong, Kelley Morgan khong dé bi doa nat.

Nhung c6 ¢ mdt ndi so hai khing khiép.

Nhitng khung ctra s6.

N5i so bt nguf)n tir khi 6 con 14 mdt dura tré, ¢6 1€ méi chin hay muoi tudi va sdng trong chinh ngdi nha ndy. Me ¢6 cham chi doc tit ca nhiimg tap chi
vé thiét ké ndi thét voi gia ¢t ¢, vi ba nghii nhitng tim rém cira hoan toan lac 1ong s& phé hong nhimng dudng nét gon ghe tao nén ngbi nha hién dai cua
ho. Ky thire ciing ching phai didu gi ghé gom, ngoai trr viéce Kelley da xem vai chuong trinh truyén hinh ngu ngde vé Ngudi tuyét khing khiép hay mot

con qudi vat dai loai nhur thé. Trong d6 thé hién hinh anh con quéi thi di t6i mdt can nha g, ngd qua cira s, im nhitng ngwdi dang nim trén girong so
hét hon.

Déu cho d6 chi 1 nhitng hinh 4nh d6 hoa vi tinh chét lwong tham hai cting nhu chuyén 6 biét 16 ching c6 thir gi nhu thé trong doi thre, nhung ching
hoan toan khong gitp duoc gl Mot chuong trinh truyén hinh, tit ca chi cin ¢6 thé. Sudt nhidu niim sau, Kelley tiép tuc nim trén girong, mo hdi v ra
dam dia, trim chéin kin d4u vi sg' phai nhin thiy nhimg thir s& kim minh chét khiép. Nhung khong nhin ciing lim ¢6 sg, sg khong duge canh béo trude khi
16 leo vao qua cira sb cho diin c6 1a gi di nita.

Bong ma, thily ma, ma ca rong va ngudi séi khong ton tai, ¢6 tir nhéic ban than. Song chi can doc mdt tip Chang vang[ 1] ciia Stephenie Meyer, thé
bum, ndi s¢ hai lap tirc quay trd lai.

[1. B6 tiéu thuyét bon tip ctia nha vin My Stephenie Meyer, xoay quanh cude song ca Isabella “Bella” Swan, mot thiéu nir vira chuyén t6i Forks tir
Washington va tinh yéu voi Edward Cullen — mt ma ca rong, |

Con Stephen King{2] thi sao? Quén di nhé.

[2. Sinh ngay 21 thang 9 ndm 1947, 1 nha vin ngudi My thién vé thé loai kinh di gia twong ndi tiéng khip thé gii]

Gior day, khi d Ion hon va khong con chap nhén cam chiu nhitng s6 thich ky cuc ctia bd me minh nhu trude, c6 da t6i Home Depot mua rém cira cho
phong minh va tyr tay mac ching 1én, mic ké gu thAm my ndi that cta me c6. Kelley luon kéo kin rém vao buodi toi. Song lic nay ching dang duge mo ra,
vi gio dang Ia ban ngay, véi thir anh sang nhan nhat va mt con gi6 nhe muia he mat me hdy hay thoi vao.

Thém mdt tiéng ring ric nita bén ngoai. C6 phéi nd vang kén gan hon khong?

Hinh anh con quéi vat quéi g& phat trén chwong trinh truyén hinh chira bao gior bién mat han, cting nhur ndi s¢ hdii in siu trong mach méu c6. Ga Nguoi
tuyét khing khiép dang ¢ bén bau cura s0, tron mét nhin ¢6 chiim chim Mot con quin thét ic ndy siét chit Ay bung Kelly, nhu in c6 bé thir udng thir
nude giam can nhanh roi quay lai véi thire an déc.

Racrac...



(6 d4nh bao dwa mit nhin An nita.

Khung cira s tréng hoac mo toang de doa co.

Pu i déy!

Kelley quay lai bén my tinh ctia minh, doc méy 101 binh Iuén trén mang xa hoi OurWorld néi vé Tammy, dira con gai tdi nghiép ¢ trudng trung hoc
Stevenson vira bj tAn cong t6i hom qua, va lay Chila, bi ném vao trong cop xe r6i bo niic cho chét dudi. Bi cudng birc hay it nht ciing bao hanh, moi

ngudi déu dang noi vay.

Phén 6n binh luéin déu by t6 sy thong cam. Nhung ¢6 mot s6 binh ludn ciing thét tan nhén va khién Kelley phét khiép. Liic ndy c6 dang nhin trimg trimg
vao mot binh ludn nhur thé.

Buoc 16i, Tammy s& 6n, on Chiia. Nhung t6i can phai néi mjt diéu. IMHO[3], ¢ ta da tu chudc iy didu do. Pang rad PHAI biét ring dimg c6 lwon
16 khiip noi nhur mdt con meo cai dong duc voi kicu ké nit va nhitng céi vay khong hicu moi tir dau ra d6? C6 & BIET dam dan 6ng dang nghi gi, vy
c0 ta trong doi the nao nira chu???

- AnonGurl[4]

[3. Viét tit ctia In my humble (honest) opinion: Theo quan diém khiém ton (chan thanh) ctia toi.

4. Cach noi long, chinh xac 1a A non girl — a&m chi day Ia biét danh ctia mdt céu con trai.]

Kelley lp tic phan (g bang mot doan tra Ioi.

OMG[5], sao cau c6 thé noi thé? Thiéu chit nita ¢6 Ay da bi giét. Va bt cir ké nao n6i mdt phu nit MOI GOI dé duogc cudng bire 1a mdt ké khong ¢6
no. Cau nén thiy xau hd!!!

- Bella Kelley

[5. Viét tht ctia Oh my God: Oi Chia oi.]

C6 tyr hoi ligu ké ding binh lugt ban dau c6 dép lai khong

Kelley ctii ngudi vé phia mén hinh méy tinh, lai nghe thiy mot tiéng dong nira bén ngoai.

“L4n6,” ¢ bét én thanh tiéng, dimg ddy, nhung khong di ra cira s0. Thay vi thé, ¢ bude ra khoi phong minh va vao trong bép, rut 1 fiéc voi ra ngoai.
Khong thay gi hét.. . hay 1a né qua nhé? Li€u ¢ ding 1a mdt bong den dang Ian khuat trong khe nili, dang sau miy bui cay phia sau khu nha hay khong?

Nha ¢ ching ¢6 ai, bd me da di lim, em trai di tap thé thao.

C0 bé tyr bt cudi mdt minh dy bon chon: V6i ¢d, bude ra bén ngoai va miit dbi méit véi mdt gi bién thai to xéc con dd déng so hon thy héin nhin vao
trong qua ctra s0 phong minh. Kelley liéc nhin gia cam dao tir tinh. Nhitng ludi dao déu cuc ky sac bén. C6 bé do du mét lat. Nhung rdi dé nhitng mon
vii khi nay 6 yén cho ctia chiing, Thay vao d6, c6 cam chiéc Iphone 1én ap vao tai va budc ra ngoai

“Chao, Ginny, phai, minh nghe thiy ¢6 tiéng dong bén ngoai. Minh chi ra xem mot chit thoi.”

Cudc n6i chuyén chi 1 gia b, nhung héin hay né s& khong biét duoc diéu do.

“Khéng, minh vin néi chuyén tiép nm. Chi dé xem nhd ¢6 tén khdn nio ¢ ngoai d6 khong,” c6 bé ndi that lon tiéng,

Canh cira mo ra khoanh sin bén hong nha. Kelley huéng ra phia sau, 1di sau do, khibude di géntm goc ngdinha, c6 di chim lai Cuf)i ctng ¢0 ryt ré
budc ra sin sau. Vang tanh. O cudi khu dat, sau mdt hang rao ciy day, miit dat do doc thang xudng khu dat ciia hat — mit khoang dat ndng phi day cay
bui va vai con duong mon cho nhitng nguoi tap chay.

“Vay chuyén do thé nao rdi? A. .. thé sao? Tuyét qua. Rat tuyét.”

Van 6n. Brimng c6 lambd qua da, co nghi. Pi€ubg cta minh thit dang that vong,

Kelley ron rén budc t6i bd cy, ngd qua n6 xudng dudi long khe. C6 nghii minh da thiy ai d6 roi xa khoi ngdi nha.

R&i cach chd dang dimg khong xa, ¢ thdy mdt cau nhoc e d6 ni ngdi trén xe dap dang men theo mot trong nhiing con dudng mon von Ia 16i di tit
gitra Pacific Grove va Monterey. Cau ta 1& trai va bien mat sau mot qua doi.

Kelley b6 dién thoai xubng, C6 bét dau quay vao khi nhén thiy thir gi d6 Ia ]a trén nhitng ludng dat tréng cdy sau nha. Mot chdm nho. C6 budc tdi chd
d6 va nhat Ién mdt canh hoa. Canh hoa hong, Kelley tha canh hoa hinh ludi iém dong dua roi trd lai xuong dat.



Co quay vao nha.

R&i dirng budee, ngodi lai nhin phia sau. Khong c6 ngudi ndo, khong cé con vat ndo. Ching c6 bong dang ndo ctia mot Ngudi Tuyét Khing Khiép hay
Ngurdi Soi

C6 bude vao trong nha. Va ctmg do ngudi, miéng ha hdc.
Trude mit ¢d, chi cach khoang ba muroi mét, mit bong nguoi dang lai gan, khuon mét khong thé thiy rd vi ludng sang chiéu nguoc ra tir phong khéach.
“AL...?”

Bong ngudi dimg lai. Mot tiéng cudi vang Ién. “Chia oi, Kel. Chi cir nhur dang chét khiép 4y. Trong chi. .. dua em dién thoai ctia chi. Emmu6n chup
mot kiéu dnh.”

Ricky, em trai ¢6, vdi iy cai Iphone.

“Bién ngay!” Kelley n6i, nhan mt va rut lai khoi ban tay dang chia ra ciia cau em. “Chi nghi em di tap co déy.”
“Em can bd dd ni ctia em. Ma nay, chi nghe ndi gi vé& ¢b gi trong cp xe chira? C6 Ay ciing hoc Stevenson.”
“C6, chi thiy ¢6 Ay roi. Tammy Foster.”

“C6 ta nong bong chir?”” cau nhoc murdi sau tudi cao Iénh khénh, véi md toe ndu hoan toan gidng ¢, budc t6i ti lanh va Iy ra mot lon nude tang huc.
“Ricky, em an néi bd ba qua.”

“U hirm. Thé nao? C6 dung thé khong?”

Oi, ¢b cam ghét nhing dira em trai biét chimg ndo. “Khi em di, nhd khoa cira lai ddy.”

Mit Ricky cau lai. “Tai sa0? C6 ai mubn quéy ry chi u?”

“Khoa ctra vao!”

“Um, duoc thoi.”

Co ném vé phia cdu em mot anh nhin t6i sAm, song hoan toan bi ciu tang 10.

Kelley tiép tuc di vé phong minh va lai ngdi xubng trude méy tinh. Ai cha, AnonGurl vira dang mot binh Iudn tin cong Kelley vi d4 bénh virc Tammy
Foster.

“Pugc, dd ché cai, tao nhé may 1. Tao s& xit may chu ddo.”
Kelley bt dau gb Ién ban phim.

*

Gi4o sur Jonathan Boling ¢6 1& da ngoai bon muroi tudi, Dance udc tinh. Khong cao km, chi hon ¢ vai phan, véi mbt than hinh cho phép suy doén chi
nhan ctia n6 hodc chiu kho tap luyén, hodic khinh thiong céc loai thire pham tap nham. Mai toc ndu thang giong Dance, cho dui ¢6 cho rang anh ta khong
heé bo mot hop Clairol[6] vao xe day mua hang cua minh khi to1 Safeway vai tuan mot lan.

[6. Tén mdt loai thube nhudm téc.]

“Cha,” Boling n6i trong liic dua nit nhin quanh cdc gian sanh trong khi cd dan anh ta tir tién sanh vao phong lim viéc ctia minh tai Cyc Pidu tra
California. “Noindy qua thire khong han giong nhitng gi t6i da hinh dung. Khong giong trong CSI[7].”

[7. Crime Scene Investigation (Diéu tra hién trurdng): Seri phim truyén hish M§ ctia kénh CBS, bit dau phét song tir nim 2000, v& chi dé didu tra hign
truong cac vu trong an hinh sy ciia mot ddi diéu tra tai Las Vegas.]

Chang I& tit c4 moi ngudi trong vii tru nay déu xem bo phim do sao?

Mbt bén cb tay ctia Boling deo dong ho dién tir Timex, bén con lai i mdt vong tay tét day — c6 & dé thé hién su ing ho véi thir gi d6 hay ai d6. Dance
nghi t6i cac con 6, hai dira ludn deo vo sb dai bang méu trén c6 tay dén mirc ¢6 ching bao i dam chéc nguyén do mGi nhit i gi. Anh ta méic quén
jean va 40 so' mi kiéu du thi1 polo méu den, ¢ vé dep nhe nhang, thu hut ngwdi dbi dién gidng nhur National Public Radio[8]. D6i mét nau anh Ién vé
kién dinh, va rt d& mim cuoi.

[8. Mot dai phét thanh tir thién & M.]



Dance di dén két uan vi gido sur ndy 6 thé chinh phuc duoc bt cir ¢b sinh vién ndo anh ta dé it dén. C6 hoi, “Anh d bao gio vao van phong mit co
quan thyre thi phap luat trude day chura?”

A, tht nhién | ¢6,” vi khach n6i, héing giong va dura ra nhirmg tin hiéu ky cuc vé ngdn ngi co thé. Tiép theo | mdt nu cuoi. “Nhung ho da bai bo i
budc tdi. Y t61 1 ho liu c6 the 1am gi khac day khi thi thé cua Jimmy Hoffa chang bao gio dugc tim thay?”

C6 khong thé ngimg cuoi. O, nhitng c6 sinh vién ti nghiép ctia anh ta. Cén than ddy. “T6i cir nghf anh timg lm tur vn cho canh sat.”

“Toi da dé xuat dieu d6, vao cudi bai giang danh cho céc co quan thuc thi phap lut va cac cong ty an nish. Nhung vén chura ¢6 ai nho.... cho t6i lic
ndy. Lam viéc cung c6 chinh 1a 1an thir strc dau tién cua t61. Toi s€ co khong lam ¢d that vong,”

Hai ngudi vao phong lim viée cia Dance, ngdi dbi dién nhau bén c4i ban ca phé cil.

Boling n6i, “Téi rat vui long glup do bang bat cir cach ndo ¢6 the nhung t6i khong chéc minh phéi im gi.”” Mot vat ning mit troi chiéu qua doi giay hrdi
ctia anh ta, va vi khach liéc nit nhin xubng, nhin ra mot chiéc tit minh dang di c6 mau den, con chiéc kia lai miu xanh hai quin. Anh ta bat cuoi bi roi.
Vao mdt thdi diém khac, Dance hén da doén anh ta ngudi con doc than. Nhung thoi budi nay, ca hai vg chong ctng béan rdn voi cong viee, thi trang
phuc ¢6 chit udm thuém nhur vay 1 bang chimg chua d thuyét phuc. Tuy nhién, anh ta ciing khéng deo nhin cudi.

“T6i ¢6 hiéu biét vé phin ctmg va phan mém, nhung dé dua ra nhitng tur vin k thudt nghiém tiic, t0i e minh d qua c4i tudi cap nhét cong nghé tién tién
101, va t0i lai khong ndi tiéng Hindi.”

Boling cho ¢6 biét anh ta c6 hai bing vin hoc va k¥ sur tai Stanford, thira nhan ring do 1 mot kiéu két hop ky la, va sau mdt thoi gian “tha thén vong
quanh thé gi67” cudi cting da ha canh xuong thung King Silicon, lam cong viée thiet ké h¢ thong cho mdt s6 cong ty may tinh 1on.

“Quang thoi gian d6 that thi vi,” Boling ndi. Nhung, wkhachphantranthem, cudi ctng anh da it hét himg tha vi théi tham lam ngu ngoc cta ho. “No

cling giong mdt cue d6 x6 vao dau mo6 vay. Tét thay déu dat cau hoi lam thé ndo dé gidu su bang cach thuyet phuc dan tinh ring ho can dén nhing nhu
cau dugc tao ra tir phia nha cung cap Toi thi nghi, co 1& ching ta nén nhin nhin né theo cach khac: Tim hiéu chinh x4c nhimg gi moi ngudi thre sw can

va sau d6 dat cau hoi méy tinh c6 thé gitip ho ra sao.”

Mot cai gat dau. “Thé k xung dot quan diém niy sinh. Mét thoi gian v0 ich. Vi vy t0i nhiit nhanh it tién tir m& ¢6 phiéu dugc ban ra, i bo di chu du
khap noi. Cuoi cung t6i dirng chin ¢ Santa Cruz, gip mit nguoi, quyet dinh & lai va thir day hoc. Roi yéu thich cong viée ndy. Va gio t6i van dang ¢ d6.”
Dance ké v6i anh ta rang minh da quay lai trrdng dai hoc — ciing chinh i truong anh ta dang day — sau mot thoi gian ngn thir im phong vién. C6 tham
gia op truyén thong va tim Iy hoc. Thoi gian ¢ & truong tinh ¢ tring hop mdt quéing ngfin véi thoi gian anh ta ¢ it tai d6, song ca hai khong c6 chung
nguoi quen nio.

Boling giang day mot s6 mdn, trong d6 c6 mang Vin hoc khoa hoc vién tuong, cting nhur mot lop hoc mang tén May tinh va Xa hoi O truong dai hoc
Boling day vai thir ma theo nhu anh ta md ta 13 nhitng m6n k¥ thudt chan ngat. ‘“Nira toan, nira cong ngh¢”. Vi gido su cling lam tu van cho cac tap
doan.

Dance timg thim vin nhing d6i tuong thude nhiéu nganh nghé khac nhau. Pa s6 thuong biéu hién 1o nhlmg diu hiéu cang théng khi d& cap dén cong
viéc ctia ho, biéu hién phéan tmg hoc tAm trang lo Fing trudc doi hoi clia cong viée, hay thudng gip hon la 1di tht vong vé n6 nhu lic Boling ndi vé
thung ling Silicon. Nhung Iic niy biéu hién ngdn ngit co thé ctia anh ta, khi n6i vé nghé nghiép hién tai, hoan toan khong c6 dau hi¢u cing thing,

Tuy vay, Boling tiép tuc danh gia thap kha nang cong nghé cuia minh, khién Dance cam thdy thit vong, Anh ta duong nhu ¢4 vé thong minh va rat sdn
sang giip 4o khi da lai xe tmdaygannhu lap tirc. Ban than co ratmlontandung sur hop tac cia anh ta, song dé xAm nhédp vao may tinh ctia Tammy
Foster dwong nhu ho s& cin dén nhiéu hon I chi duy nhit mot nguoi véi hiéu biét ky thuat co ban. it ra, ¢6 hy vong anh ta c6 thé giéi thidu ai d6.

Maryellen Kresbach budc vao, bé mot khay dung ca phé va banh gion. Vi ngoai hinh hép dan, cing méi toc ndu duoc bui lai va cac mong tay son
Kevar d6 chot, trong ba gidng nhu mot ca si nlnc dong qué trong mdt by phim Vién Tay[9]. “Bao vé ngoai cong vira goi. C6 nguoi vira mang chiée
may tinh tir bén van phong cta Michael sang,”

[9. Tén goi khéc ctia phim Cao bdi, mdt thé loai phim ké v& nhitng ciu chuyén tai mién Vién Tay Hoa Ky trong khoang thoi gian nira cubi thé ky XIX.
The loai nay thurong mo ta sy xung dot gitta ngurdi da dé ban xir va nguoi dinh cu My. ]

“Tbt. Chi c6 thé dua nd vao ddy.”

Maryellen dimg lai trong khoanh khic, va Dance chot nay ra ynghldaytlmwrangba ta dang xem Boling nhur mot d6i twong hen ho  lang man.
Maryellen da xic tién mot chién dich khong miy am thim té nhi nhim tim cho Dance mot tam chong, Khi ba dé it t6i ngén deo nhan bén tay trai van
trong khong ctia vi khach va nhudéng may én véi ¢, Dance danh cho ba ta mdt céi liéc niit ddy ngao ngan, hanh dong d6 duoc tiép nhan va hoan toan
bi phét 1o tire thi.

Boling Ién tiéng cam on, sau khi tha ba vién duong vao tach ca phé ctia minh, anh quay sang dia banh gion va an hai cai. “Ngon. Khong, hon ca ngon
nira.”

“Chi ay tur lam ddy.”

“That sao? Ngudi ta van m viy u? Hoa ra khong phai tit ca ching déu chui ra tir mot goi Keebler[10] sa0?”



[10. Tén mot loai banh]

Dance an nira mau banh gion va khoan khoai nhip mdt ngum ca phé, cho di ¢6 da duoc cung cip du lrong caffeine tir cude gip trude voi Michael
O’Neil

“Hay dé t6i cho anh biét chuyén gi dang xay ra,” ¢6 giai thich véi Boling vu tin cong nhiim vao Tammy Foster. Sau d6 néi, “Chiing ta can thAm nhp vao
mdy tinh xach tay ciia c6 bé.”

Boling gat du ra bd hiéu. “A, cai méy tinh da boi dudi Thai Binh Duong. ..”
“N6 da bi nudng...”
Vi khéch chita lai, “Véi nude s& gibng mon chdo yén mach hon néu ching ta iy cac mon 3n sang dé vi von”.

bing lic d6, mdt nhan vién diéu tra tré tudi ctia MCSO bude vao phong im viée ctia Dance, mang theo mot tti gidy 1on. Anh ta c6 d6i mit xanh sang,
trong kha bat mat va hao hirng, cho du d€ mén hon la dep trai, va trong mdt khoanh khiic anh ta dudng nhur dinh gio tay chao. “DPac vu Dance?”

“Toi day.”

“Toi la David Reinhold. Thudc d6i Piéu tra Hién truong cua S¢ Canh sat.”
C6 gat dau. “Rat vui duoc gip cau. Camon cu da mang nb qua.”

“C6 gi dau. Toi sin sang Bm bat cir didu gi c6 thé.”

David va Boling bit tay nhau. Sau d6 anh chang canh st tré, mic bd dong phuc 1 phang phiu hoan hao, dua téi gidy cho Dance. “T6i khong cho nd vao
i nilon. Pé duogc thoang gié mdt chit. Chiing toi mubn hoi dm thoat ra ngoai cang nhidu cang tot.”

“Cam on,” Boling ndi.

“Va t6i da mao mudi ty thdo pin ra,” ngudi canh sat tré noi. Anh ta gio lén mot 6ng kim loai duoc day kin. “N6 1a mdt témpin lithiunm-ion. To1 nghi néu bi
nude ngam vao s€ c¢d nguy co gy chay.”

Boling gt dau, rét 4n tuong, “Suy nghi chu ddo m.”

Dance khong 16 vé diéu vi khéich dang ni dén. Boling nhén thiy ¢ cau may va giai thich mdt s6 loai pin lithium, dudi cac diéu kign nhat dinh, c6 thé boc
chay Ién khi tiép xuc voi nude.

“Cau Ia dan mé may tinh?”” Boling hdi vién canh sat.

Anh ta déap, “Cing khong han Chi |4 nhitng thir nhéit nhanh hoc dugc, anh biét ddy.” Anh ta dua mt td bién nhan dé Dance ky, sau d6 chi vao tAm thé
dang ky bang chimg duroc gin vao tii. “Néu co bt ctr diéu gi khac t6i ¢ thé lam, hdy goi cho t6i,” David dura cho ¢ danh thiép ctia minh.

C6 cam on ngudi canh sat, va chang trai tré ra vé.

Dance ly chiéc méy tinh xach tay ctia Tammy ra khoi tti. Vo miy ¢6 mau hong,

“Mau mé that ddy,” Boling vira n6i vira Fic du. Anh ta it ngwoc cai mdy Ién va xem phan day méy.

Dance hoi anh ta, “Vay anh biét ai d6 c6 thé am thir nay hoat dong va xem qua cac tép dir lidu ctia ¢6 bé chir?”
“Tét nhién. ToL.”

“O, t6i nghi anh vira ndi minh khong con cap nhat vé& cong nghé kip thoi nira kia ma.”

“Cai nay khong phai la cong nghe theo tiéu chudn ngay nay thi khong,” Boling lai mim cuoi. “N6 ciing giéng nhur thay 1bp cho xe ctia c6 thdi ma. Chico
diéu t6i cin vai mon dung cu.”

“O day ching toi khong c6 phong thi nghiém. Khong c6 thir gi phirc tap nhur mirc do c6 thé anh s& can dén.”
“A, c4i d6 con tity. Toi thiy ¢o swru tap gidy.”

Cira i d6 ctia ¢6 d& mo, va hén Boling d liéc it nhin vao trong d6, noi c6 ca ta gty duge xép tuong doi thir tur dudi san, danh cho nhing t0i la ca
dau do sau gid lam ma khong phai r& vé qua nha. Dance bat cuoi. Va do mit.

Boling tiép tuc, “C6 ¢6 dung cu chiimsdc ¢4 nhan o khong?”



“Cham sdc ca nhan?”’

“T6i can mit may sdy toc.”

C6 tac hrdi. “Budn thit, moi dung cu chim soc sic dep ciia t6i déu dang & nha.”

“Vay thi tdt hon ching ta nén di mua sim.”

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong dugce tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chuong 8
Trén thie té, nhitng thir Jon Boling can khong chi ¢6 viy. Cho dit khong nhiéu im

Ho d& mang vé sau chuyéq mua sim mjt chiéc my sdy hiéu Conair, mt b cong cu nho va mot hop kim loai duge goi la hop 6 cimg, chiéu ngang
khoang bay phan rudi, chiu dai khoang murdi ba phan, gan voi mit doan day két noi dit ligu.

Nhirng thir ny dang ndm ca trén mét ban ca phé trong phong kim viée ciia Dance tai CBIL

Boling khao sét cu tric bén ngoai chiéc may tinh xéch tay ctia Tammy Foster. “T6i c6 thé thio nd ra duoc khong? S& khong lim hong bang chimg nao
day chia?”

“Cai miy da duoc phu bui dé lay d4u tay roi. Tat ca dau van ching toi tim thdy déu i ctia Tammy. Ctr thoai méi lim nhitng gi anh nmudn vi ¢6 bé khong
phai la doi trong tinh nghi. Bén canh d6, n6 da noi doi t6i, theé nén khong cd Iy do ndo d€ phan nan duoc.”

“Mau hdng,” vi gido sur lai thot 1én, nhur thé d6 1 mot hanh vi pha hoai tai san nghiém trong,

Anh ta gt chiéc mdy lai, ding mot chiéc tua vit dAu nho kiéu Phillips, rdi théo 16p vo ra khoi day may chi trong vai phit. Sau do, anh ta Jy ra mot vt be
bé hinh chit nhat bang kim loai va nhya.

“O clmg,” Boling giéi thich. “Vao nim t6i, c4i ndy s& bi coi & qua to. Ching ta s& dimng thé nh6 flash cho bo xir Iy trung tm. Khong can 6 dia cimg vi
khong con bo phén chuyén dong nao nira.”

Chi d& dudng nhu im Boling phéin khich song anh ta thiy ngay mot bai Ién 16p qué thure khong hop voi tinh cénh lic ndy, nén fién im king va tiép tuc
xemxét 6 cng k¥ ludng hon. Khong ¢6 ve gi cho thay anh ta deo kinh ap trong, vy nén Dance, von phai deo kinh tir nho, ludn cam thay ¢ chit ghen
ty trong long khi nhac t6i chi deé doi mt.

Sau do, vi giao sur nhe nhang lc Fic 6 dia canh tai minh. “On r6i.” Anh ta dé nd xudng ban.

u()n?”

Anh ta né nu cudi toe toét khi iy miy sdy toc ra, cén; dién va pha mot ludng hoi 4m néng 1én phia trén 6 dia. “S& khong mét nhiéu thoi gian dau. Toi
nghin6 chura bi wét nhung chiing ta khong thé mao hiém Dién va nuée gap nhau s& Ia tham hoa.” Boling ding ban tay ranh roi con lai cam coc ca phé
1én nhap mdt ngum, rdi trdm ngdm, “Nhiing nguoi lam vi€e giang day ching toi rat ghen ty voi finh vure tu nhén, ¢d bict day.”

Linh vue tu nhén - d6 13 cach dién dat thoi thuong cua khai niém thuc sy kiémra tién. Anh ta hit ham vé phia cbe ca phé.

“Starbuck chéing han... Ca phé | mdt y twong kha hay cho mot cude dau tur. Toi dang tim kiém cor hoi I6n tiép theo. Nhung tat cé nhimg gi t0i c6 thé
nghi dén la may thir dai loai nhu House O’Pickles va Jerky World. Céc thurong hicu do uong 1 tuyét nhat, song tat ca nhitng thuong hiéu tot du da b
nua ca ro.”

“C6 thé 13 mdt cira hang ban sira,” Dance goi y. “Anh s& goi n6 1 Elsie’s.”

Mit anh ta sang én. “Néu goi n6 véi céi tén Chi La Noi Dudi Vi thi sao nhi?”

“Nhur thé thi kinh qué,” ¢6 néi trong khi hai nguoi ciing bat cuoi trong chdc lt.

Khi da hoan it viéc sdy khd 6 dia, anh ta cho n vao hop 6 clmg, sau d6 cim day USB vao mdy tinh xach tay ctia chinh minh, mjt chiéc mdy c6 miu
xam nghiém chinh hon, han nhién la sac mau nhitng chiéc may tinh nén co.

“Toi rit 1o mO mudn biét anh dang im g}, ¢6 doi theo nhitng ngdn tay ty tin ctia Boling b Ién ban phim. Rét nhiéu chit c4i trén &y d mon gin hét. Anh
ta g0 ma khdng can phai nhin vao ching,
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“Nude hin da m méy tinh bi doan mach, nhung 6 ctmg & bén trong thi chéic vin 6n. Toi s& bién nd thanh mot 6 dia di dong.”

Sau vai phtt, anh ta ngude én va mim cuoi

“Khdng sao ca, nd van ngon nh nhu méi.”

Dance kéo ghé lai gan hon.

C5 dua nit nhin 1én man hinh va thiy Window Explorer da nhin dugc 6 ctmg ctia Tammy dudi tén Local Disk (G).

“N6 s& chira dung bén trong tit ca moi dit liéu - thu tin dién tir cua Tammy, nhimg trang web ¢6 bé trmg xem qua, nhiing dia chi wa thich, ban sao luu
cac binh luan trér} mang, thAm chi nhitng dir li€u da bi an. 0] cung khong hé b1 i héa hay dat mat khau, diéu nay cho §6i biét bo me ¢ bé rat it can
thiép Vétp cudc song cua con gai ho. Nhiing c¢d cau bi bo me dé mit sat sao déu hoc cach sir dung du loai manh khoe dé bao vé khong gian riéng tu. Ma
nhan thé ndi ludn, bé khoa cling 1a nghé cia t61.”

Anh ta thao 6 dia ra khoi méy tinh ctia minh, roi dira né va ca ddy cap cho Dance.

“Tét ca la ctia ¢6. Chi can cdm vao may tinh va thoi mai doc tAm tinh tir trai tim c6 bé.” Boling nhiin vai. “Lan dau cong tac cta toi voi canh sat... ngin
ngui nhung ngot ngo.”

Kathryn Dance cing m)t ngudi ban so hiru va diéu‘kﬁm}} mot trang web amnhac ty ché tic va truyén théqg Cau tric clia trang ndy khé phirc tap vé mit
ky thuat, song Dance biet rt it vé phan cimg va phan mém, viy nén ho dé chong ctia ban ¢6 phu trach phan cong viéc d6. Lic nay ¢ ndi voi Boling,
“Anh biét day, néu khong qua ban ron thi liéu anh co6 thé nan lai chuit nita duoc khong? Giup t6i tim kiem ching?”

Boling do du.

“Thoi durgc, néu anh da ¢6 ké hoach...”

“Chiing ta dang ban t6i thoi gian bao lu day nhi? T6i cin phéi c6 it & Napa t6i thir Sau. Mot kiéu hop niit gia dinh.”

Dance 16i, “O, khong lau dén thé dau. Chi vai gior thoi. Cing im 3 mdt ngy.”

Mt anh ta lai sang Ién. “Rét san long, Vi t6i mdi cau db un B mot lidu thudc kich thich.... Nao, by gior toi can tim thir gi?””

“Bét cir manh mdi ndo vé danh tinh ké tin cong Tammy.”

“0, Mat mé Da Vinci[1].”

[1. Tén cudn tiéu thuyét ndi tiéng ctia Dan Brown, tap thir 2 trong loat tiéu thuyét vé nhan vit Robert Langdon. ]

“Hay hy vong i né khong héc bua dén thé, va cho dii c6 tim thay duoc gi, thir d6 cing s& khong khién ching ta bi dinh tré dau... Toi quan tim t6i bat
ctr mdi lién hé ndo c6 vé de doa. Tranh luan, cdi co, binh luin vé nhitng ké quay rdi. Lidu nhimg 1 trao ddi trén mang c6 duogc hru lai trong d6 khong?”

“Chi nhitng ménh roi rac. Chiing ta c6 thé hé théng lai phéan Ién ching,” Boling cim & cimg trd lai vao méy tinh ctia minh va bt dau viron ngui ra trude.
“Sau d6 dén cc trang mang xa hoi,” Dance ndi. “Bét cir diéu g lién quan t6i cac vat twong niém ven dudng hay nhitng cay thap tu.”
“Vat tudng niém?”
Cb giai thich, “Ching t6i nghi thit pham dé lai mot cay thap tu & ven dudng nhdm béo trude vu tn cong.”
“Qué 13 bénh hoan,” Boling bét d4u gd nhitng ngdn tay trén ban phim. Trong lic g3, anh hoi, “Sao ¢6 lai nghi may tinh ctia ¢6 bé chinh i cau tra 16i?”
Dance giai thich vé cudc thim van Tammy Foster.

“Co tim hiéu duoc tit ca nhimg diéu d6 chi tir ngdn ngit co thé ctia c6 bé?”

“Dling thé.”

Co giéi thich cho Boling biét v& ba phuong cach giao tip ctia con ngudi. “Thir nhét, qua ndi dung Ioi n6i - nhitng gi ching ta noi. D6 B y nghia ctia ban
than cac tir. Song ndi dung lai la thir it tin cdy va dé dang bi gia mao nhat, trén thure t€ n6 chi gop mdt phan rat nho vao phurong thirc chfmg ta guri thong
diép cho nhau. Phuong thirc thir hai va thir ba quan trong hon nhicu: Chét lwong 11 ndi - cach thirc ching ta n6i ra nhirng tir do. D6 c6 thé la cao do cua
giong noi, toe d6 néi nhanh hay chim, ching ta c6 dimng lai giita chimg va ding dén “trm” thurdng xuyén khong. Va sau d6, phuong thire thir ba, d6 la
ngdn ngit co thé - hanh vi ciia co thé ching ta. Ctr dong, liéc mit, hit thO’ tur thé, kiéu cach. Hai phurong thire sau i nhimg gi ngudi thAm van quan tim
hon ¢4, vi ching biéu 16 nhiéu thong tin hon hén so voi ndi dung 161 néi.”

Boling dang mim cudi. Dance nhurdng mot bén may lén.



Vi gido s gidi thich. “C6 ¢6 vé ciiing ddy phan khich véi cong viée ciia minh khong kém gi...”
“Anh va b nh¢ flash ciia anh.”
Anh ta gt du. “Phai. Ching 1 nhing gii bé nho that dng kinh ngac.... ngay ca khi ching ¢6 miu hong.”

Boling tiép tuc gb ban phim va hr6t qua hét trang nay t6i trang khac ni dung trong 6 cimg méy tinh ctia Tammy, nhe nhang n6i, “Hoan toan dién hmh cho
mdt ¢d bé vi thanh nién. Céc ciu con trai, quan 4o, trang diém, tiéc ting, mdt it vé trudng hoc, phim anh va dmnhac... khong c6 chit de doa ndo.”

Anh ta hbi ha rét qua vai man hinh nita.

“Cho dén gio, hoan toan khong c6 gi voi cac thur dién tir, it nhét 1 nhitng th trao ddi trong vong hai tudn vira qua. T6i c6 thé 1 lai kiém tra nhitng thu
¢6 tir trude nita néu can. Bay gid, ¢6 vé Tammy gop miit trén moi trang mang xa hoi I6n - Facebook, MySpace, OurWorld, Second Life.”

Cho di Boling hién khong két ndi Internet, anh ta van ¢ thé iy ra va doc lai nhiing trang web gin ddy Tammy di doc.
“Doi da. Poi d... Puoc rdi,” anh ta dang chdm ngudi vé phia trude, climg nhéc.

“Cai gi vay?”

“C6 bé suyt nita bi chét dudi ding khong?”’

“Vai tudn trude, ¢d bé va vai ngudi ban da bit dau mot cude ban ludn trén OurWorld vé viée diéu gi im ho thiy s nhét. Mot trong nhitng ndi so hdi In
nhat ctia Tammy 1a bi chét duoi.”

Khuon miéng Dance danh lai. “C6 thé hdn da cd y Ira chon céi chét d6 cho c6 bé.”

Bing giong bt binh dén mirc dang ngac nhién, Boling n6i, “Ching ta dé 16 ra qué nhiéu thong tin vé& ban thén trén mang. Qua qua nhiéu. C6 biét khéi
niém “escribitionist[2]” khdng?”

[2. Mot tir moi hinh thanh nam 1999 dé n6i vé nhitng ngudi thich viét nhat ky trén mang ]
“Khong hé.”

“Nhitng ngudi hay viét blog vé chinh ban than minh,” mdt nu cudi chua chat xuét hién. “C6 thé néi i khong toi, phai khong ndo? Va rdi con ca ‘dooce’
nira.”

“Céai d6 cling moi.”

“Mot dong tir. Chéing han “Téi da bi dooce’. Co nghiia i bi dudi viéc vi nhitng gi co da dang lén blog ctia minh, cho dit d6 1 nhitng chuyén vé ban than
¢0, sép hay cong viéc cua c6. Mot phu nit & Utah da nghi ra tir nay. C6 ta d& dang chuyén gi d6 lién quan téi chi ctia minh va bi cho théi viée. Nhan tién
ndi ludn, “dooce” xuat phat tir phat Am sai “dude[3]”. A, va con c6 ca “pre-dooce” nita chir.”

[3. Anh chang (tiéng long M).]

Thgiviy?

“C6 ndp don xin viéc va ngudi phong van hoi ¢, ‘C6 da bao gio viét gi vé sé'p’ cii ciia ¢d trén mot blog chwa?”. TAt nhién, ho da biét trude cau tra 0.
Ho muo6n cho xem ¢6 ¢4 thanh tht hay khong. Va néu ¢6 c6 dang gi khong méy hay ho thi sao? C6 da bi loai khoi danh sach img vién duoc can nhac
ngay tlr triede budi danh rang sang hom dé.”

Qué nhidu thong tin. Qua quéa nhidu. ..

Boling tiép tuc gb nhanh nhu chép. Cudi cing anh ta n6i, “A, t6i nghi vira tim thiy gi d6.”

“Givay?”

“Tammy dang mdt binh luan trén mdt blog vai ngay trude. Biét danh trén mang ctia c6 bé 1a TamF1339,” Boling xoay my tinh lai dé Dance doc.

Tra 161 Chilton, do TamF1339 déng.

[Nguoi ki xe] that ky quai, y t6i I nguy hiém Mot lan sau khi doi hoat no vién luyén tap, hén ndn n4 bén ngoai phong thay do ctia bon t01, cu nhu thé
dinh ngd vao trong va cd ging chup anh bang dién thoai ctia minh. Toi di t6i chd han va hoi dai loai, anh dang laim gi & day, han trimg it nhur thé sap



gict toi vay. Tht dang 1a mdt tén déng tom. Toi biét mbt ¢d ghi da timg [bi x6a] cing bon t6, va ¢ Ay ké voi toi [ngudi li xe] da chop iy ngue minh,
chi co diéu cd ay so khong damnéi gi vi lo han s€ timra c0 hay bét dau na dan vao nhitng nguoi khac, giong nhu vu tham sat & Pai hoc Bach khoa
Virginia.

Boling néi thém, “iéu dang quan tim & ¢6 bé diing doan ndy trong mot blog mang tén Nhitng cdy thap tir ven duong,”
Nhip tim ctia Dance tang Ién chit it. C6 hdi, ‘[Nguoi ai xe] 1a ai vay?”

“Khong r5. Céi tén ndy bi x6a di khoi moi binh luan.”

“Mot blog a?”

“Diing thé,” Boling bat cudi kh va néi, "Nhitng ciy nim”

“Céc blog chinh 14 nhitng cay ném ciia Internet. Ching moc 1én khép noi. Vai ndm tnrdce, tat ca moi nguoi ¢ Thung ling Silicon con ty hoi pht kién lon
tiép theo trong thé giéi mang 14 gi. Vy déy, hoa ra do lai ching phai mot loai phan cimg hay phén mém mang tinh cach mang, ma 14 nhitng ndi dung xuét
hién trén mang; tro choi, cac trang mang xa hoi... va cac blog. Bay gio ¢6 khong thé viét gi vé may tinh ma khong nghién ctru ching. Noi Tammy dang
binh udn 1a website Ban tin Chilton[4].”

[4. The Chilton Report: trang web do James Chilton Ip ra dé trao d6i voi moi ngudi quan diém ctia ong ta voi nhig van dé chinh tri, xa hoi.]

Dance nhiin vai. “Tdi chura bao gidr nghe ni dén no.”

“T6i thi c6. Chi mang tinh dia phwrong song rét ndi tiéng trong gi6i viét blog. N6 ciing glong nhu mot Matt Drudge[5] dong d6 tai California vay, chi cd
diéu cure doan hon. Jim Chilton diing 1 mot nhén vat ¢6 tinh cach khéc nguoi” Anh ta tiép tuc, “Chiing ta hily thir 1én mang va tim hiéu xem.”

[5. Matthew Nathan “Matt” Drudge: Nguoi sang ldp va bién tap Drudge Report, mdt trang web tin tirc. ]
Dance liy my tinh xach tay ctia minh tir ban lim viéc. “Bia chi i gi viy?” ¢6 hoi.

Boling cung cAp dia chi cho co.
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Anh ta kéo ghé ctia minh lai gin va hai ngudi cting nhau doc qua trang chi

BAN TIN CHILTONTM

Tiéng n6i dao dirc ctia nrée M§. Mot noi tap hop nhing suy ngdm vé nhitng gi bat on tai d4t nudce ndy... va nhimg gi van 6n.

Dance tic ludi. ““Nhiing gi dang yén 6n.” Thong minh ddy. Chéc 6ng ta theo phai Moral Majority[6], bao thil, t6i doan vay.”

[6. Mot t6 chirc chinh tri tai My thanh lap ném 1979 ting hd cac gia tri dao Kitd gido bao thu, chi trich suy dbi dao dirc trong xa hoi My.]

Boling Fic d4u. “Tir nhitng gi ti biét, ong ta ¢6 vé kha hon a cit va dan[7].”

[7. Nghia 14 chi biét sao chép lai y tudng ciia nguoi khéc.]

Dance nhirdng mt bén may en.

“Y 61 I 6ng ta biét chon loc va Iya chon quan dlém cho minh. Ong ta thién hivu hon thién ta, song sin sang tin 1 cOng bét ctr ai khong dap tmg duoc
nhitng tiéu chun ctia minh v& dao duc, nguyen tic hay tri tué. DO | mdt trong nhitng muc dich ctia cac blog, tt nhién rdi: Lam khudy dong moi thir.
Nhitng gi gy tranh cai déu duge md xé.”

Phia dudi 12 16i chao danh cho ngudi doc.

Doc gia than mén...

Cho di1 ban ghé vao déy vi ban a mot thanh vién da ding ky, mot ngudi hdm md hay chi don gian tinh c& dang ludt web va bt gip tir Ban tin, thi cing
xin chio mirng ban.



Cho dit ban ¢6 quan diémra sao trong céc van dé chinh tri va xa hoi, t6i hy vong ban s& tim thiy diéu gi d6 tir nhitng suy ngim ctia toi tai day, nhing
diéu it nhat cling s& khién ban dat cau hdi, lam ban ngd wire, 1am ban muon biét nhi¢u hon.

Vido 1a tht ca nhitng gi nghé bao chi duoc sinh ra dé thure hién.

- James Chilton

Phia duéi nira k: “Cong b str ménh”,

CONG BO SU MENH CUA CHUNG TOI

Chiing ta khong thé dua ra phén‘quyé’t mot cach vo can ctr. Liéu gioi kinh doanh, chinh phu va céc chinh tri gia tham nhing ciing nhu nhing ke t6i pham,
nhimg ke doi bai co thanh tht vé nhiing gi bon ho dang nham dén khong? Tat nhién la khong. Cong viéc cua chiing ti tai Ban tin la soi anh sang su that
vao bdng t6i cuia Iira doi va tham lam, dem dén cho cc ban nhitng tham chicu dé dua ra nhitng quyet dinh vé nhitng van dé cap bach trong ngay.

Dance ciing timthéy mdt ban tiéu str tom tit cta Chilton, rdi sau d6 B mdt muc vé tin ca nhan. C6 dua mét xem qua danh muc.

TREN SN NHA

DOI NHA TIEN LEN!

Toi rat hanh phiic dwroc ndi ring sau trin d4u cubi tuan nay, doi Chang Trai Lon da thang 4-0! Tién Ién, Jayhawks[8]! Bay gio, cac bac phy huynh: Hay
nghe t6i. Con cai cac vi nén tir bo bong chay va bong da aé choi tic cau, mdn thé thao ddng doi an toan va c6 loi cho sirc khoe nhét. (Hay xem Ban tin
Chilton ngay Mudi hai, thang Tu dé biét cac binh luan cua t6i v& 9ha13 thurong thé thao trong gidi tré.) Va nhan tién ddy, hiy dam bao cac vi goin6 1 “tic
cau’T9], chir khong phai 1a “bong d4” nhu nhiing ngudi ngoai quoc van goi. Khi ta & My, hly lam nhu ngudi M§!

[8. Tén goi nhitng ngudi My dau tién di cu dén California nira dau thé ky 19.

9. Nguoi My goi bong da i “soccer”, con “football” B bong bau duc kidu My.]

MOT NGUOI Al QUOC

Hoém qua, Chang Trai Nho d laim khén gia c6 mit trong cude biéu dién tai trai hé ban ngay ciia minh phéi ngd ngang khi hat “Nudc My tuoi dep”. Hoan
toan mot minh! Lam mdt 6ng bo tran ngdp tur hao.

AI CO DE XUAT GI KHONG?

Chimng t6i sip dén dip ky niém murdi chin ndm ngdy cudi, Pat va toi. Va ti can cac ¥ tudng cho chuyén mua qua! (Xuat phét tir loi ich ban than, toi da
quyét dinh khong danh cho c6 4y viéc néng cip cdp quang truyén din tdc do cao cho may tinh!) Cac quy ba & ngoai kia, hily giri cho t6i y tudng clia
cac vi. Va, khong, dirt khoat khong c6 chuyén nhic téi Tiffany’s[10].

[10. Mot throng hiéu d nil trang cao cip. ]

CHUNG TA PANG BUOC RA TOAN CAU!

Toi rét vui dugc thong bao Ban tin di nhén duoc sy tan thudng tir klﬁp,no@ trén thé gioi. N6 da duoc Iwa chon im mbt trong nhirng blog uu tién dau
bang trén mdt trang web chuyén cung cap chire nang RSS moi (duoc vict tat tir cum tir “Really Simple Syndication[11]) s& ket noi té1 hang nghin blog,
trang web va bang tin trén khap the gioi. Vinh quang thudc vé cac ban, nhiing ddc gid cua t6i, vi da giip Ban tin trd nén dugc ua thich nhu vay.

[11. Really Simple Syndication (RSS). Dich vu cung cAp thong tin dyra theo chuén XML. MJi tin RSS s& hién th tiéu dé va duong din ndi dén trang
web chira ndi dung day du ctia tin tic. |



CHAO MUNG VENHA
Toi vira nghe duoc mdt tin vui. Nhitng ai trong cdc ban theo doi sat Ban tin ¢6 I con nhé loat bai binh luén sinh dong trong subt nhimng nim qua tir ngudi
ban than lam bao khiém nhurong Donald Hawken. Ching t6i da cung di tién phong trong thé gioi may tinh dién r6 ndy rat nhidu néim, dén mirc 16i khong

thich nghi dén chuyén d6 nira. Donald da timng dao thu khoi khu Ban dao Monterey dé tim dén nhitng dong c6 xanh turoi hon tai San Diego. Nhung ti
rat vui mirng duoc ndi rang anh da thire tinh va quay trd lai, cing ¢6 dau Lily, va hai dira con tuyét voi. Chao mirng vé nha, Donald!

NHUNG ANH HUNG

Xin nga mil cti chao trude nhitng ngudi linh ctru hoa qua cam cua hat Monterey... Pat va ti tinh c& c6 miit ¢ trung tam thanh phd Alvarado hom thir Ba
tuan trude khi nhing 11 kéu ciru vong dén va khéi boc Ién ngin ngut tir mdt cong truong xay dung. Lira chin mat 16i ra... trong khi con hai cong nhin
xdy dung mac ket tai cac tang trén. Chi trong vong vai phiit, hon hai muroi linh ctru hda, ca} nam va nit, da c6 mat tal hién truong va mot chiéc xe ctru hoa
da dua thang Ién tin néc nha. Nhitng ngudi cong nhan duoc clru thoat khoi vong nguy hiém, dam chay duge dép tat. Khong ai bi thwong, thiét hai &
mire t6i thiéu.

Trong phin lon cude doi cua chiing ta, long can dam thuong khong méy khi di xa hon nhing ban luAn céc van dé chinh tri, hay & mitc d6 thé chat cao
hon, 1an véi ong tho' & cac khu nghi dudng cao cap hay di xe dap dia hinh trén mi,

Thét hiém khi ching ta bi doi hoi phai thé hién Iong can dam thue thy, nhu cach nhimg ngudi dan ong va phu nit & doi ctru hoa va ciru ho hat Monterey
van lam hang ngily ma khong mot gidy do du hay phan nan.

Hoan h6 céac ban!

Keém theo bai binh luAn nay 1 tim anh that 4n tuong chup mot chiée xe ctru hoa giira trung tim Monterey.

“Dién hinh ctia c4c blog,” Boling ndi. “Thong tin ¢4 nhan, nhitng chuyén don thdi. Ngudi ta thich doc nhiing thir nay.”

Dance bam chudt vao mot duong dan dén tiéu dé “Monterey.”

C6 duoc dura t6i mdt trang tan duong. “Nha cta ching ta - Ban dao Monterey xinh dep va giau truyén thong lich stt”, c6 déang nhimg birc anh nghé
thuét chup bd bién cing nhimg con thuyén gan Cannery Row[12] va Fisherman’s Wharf[13]. Vai lién két dén mbt s6 trang vé nhitng thing canh dia
phuong,

[12. Puong phd chay men theo bd bién & Monterey.

13. Ting i khu cho ¢4 nhon nhip & Monterey nhitng nidm 1960, hién nay tré thanh diém du lich.]

Mot dwong dan khéc dua ho t6i cac ban do khu vire, trong d6 c6 ban db thanh phd noi co dang séng; Pacific Grove.

Boling noi, “Ay toan i nhimg thit hio nhong vo dung. Hay tim hiu ni dung blog... d6 1 noi chiing ta s& tim thy duwoc cAc manh mbi.” Anh ta cau
may. “C6 cd goi chiing 2 “manh moi” khong? Hay ‘bang chimg’?”

“Anh c6 thé goi d “bdng cai xanh’ ciing dugc néuné gitip ching t6i tém duoc thi pham.”

“Hay ciing xem céc loai rau ¢ hé 16 diéu gi.” Anh cung cép cho ¢ mot dudng dan nira.
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Pay chinh i phan trung tim ciia blog: Nhitng bai tiéu ludn do Chilton chép bit.

Boling gii thich, “Bai viét ctia Chilton chinh 14 OP[14], bai m& min. Céch goi nay, néu c6 quan tam, c6 nguén géc tir OG[15] - gangster cyu trao - cach
goi danh cho nhirng tay trim bang nhom, gidéng nhur Bloods va Crips[16] vdy. Co nghia | ong ta mo dAu chi dé bang cac binh uan cta minh va dé cho
moi ngudi chia sé. Ho c6 thé tan thanh hay phan dbi. Doi lic ho con di hoan toan lac d&.”

[14. Viét tat ctia Orignial Poster.

15. Viét tit ctia Orignial Gangsta.

16. Nhitng bang nhém gangster ndi tiéng ctia Los Angeles. ]

Dance nhan thiy bai binh IuAn ciia Chilton niim & trén cting, va phia dui 1 nhitng phin tra 16i. Hau hét moi ngudi déu hdi dép thing vao binh ludn cta
chi blog, nhung d6i lac ho ai tr 101 nhan xét ctia nhitng nguoi dang khac.



“MOi bai viét riéng biét cling nhirng phan dang fién quan dén n6 dugc goi a mdt chit dé,” Boling giai thich. “Ddi khi cac chii dé c6 thé tiép dién trong
hang thang troi, tham chi [a hang nam.”

Dance bit du tim hrét. Dudi tiéu d& HypoCHRIS Tey[17], Chilton d3 tAn cong ding nhén vat Dance vira thiy & bénh vién, ong muyc su Fisk, cing
phong trao Ut tién Sur séng. Dudng nhur Fisk timg ¢6 An ndi viée xir tir nhing bac si hinh nghé phé thai 3 hanh dong hoan toan chinh dang, Chilton viét
ong ta cuc hye phan di pha thai, nhung chi trich Fisk vi 16 phét ngdn d6. Hai ngudi bénh vue Fisk, CrimsoninChrist va LukeB1734, tin cong Chilton
cuc ky cay nghiét. Ngudi thir nhét n6i vi chi blog déng phéi bi dong dinh Ién thap tir. Méau d6 thim duoc nhic t6i trong biét danh ciia nhan vét nay khién
Dance tir hoi: Liéu CrimsoninChrist c6 phéi i tay vé sito con toc d6 ciia dng muc sur ¢ da trong thiy lic trude trong cude biéu tinh phan dbi ¢ bénh
vién khong,

[17. Chilton choi chit bang cach ghép Christ (Chtia) va Hypocrisie (dao dirc gia).]

Chu d& Ning hrong cho nhan dan Ia bai chi trich mt ha nghi si cta Tiéu bang California - Brandon Klevinger, chi tich Uy ban cac nha may dién Hat
nhan. Chilton phat hién duoc ring Klevmger da di danh golf v6i gi chu dur an dang d& nghi xay dung mot nha may dién hat nhan gin Mendocino, trong
khi dang 1& chi phi s& ré va hiéu qua hon néu xdy nd gan Sacramento.

Trong Khtr méin... va tan ph4, chi blog (fé cap dén ké hoach xdy dung mot nha méy khir méin nurde bién gan song Carmel. Bai binh ludn chira dyng ca
nhimg 10i chi trich ca nhin nguoi dimg dang sau dy an, Arnold Brubaker, dugc Chilton m ta nhur mdt ke khong moi ma dén tir Scottsdale, Arizona,
mot nhan vt cé qua khir bat hdo va nhieu kha ning dinh dang t6i ca theé giéi ngdm

Hai trong s0 céc bai binh ludn duoc dang thé hién hai quan diém clia cac cong dan vé van d¢ khir man nude bién.

Tra 101 Chilton, do Lyndon Strickland dang,

Phai ndi ring 6ng da gip t6i mo mit trrde van dé nay. Toi khong hé biét ¢6 nguoi dang muru toan thire hién trd nguy hiém d6. Toi da xem lai hd so dé
xuat tai Phong Ké hoach ctia hat, va dit la mot ludt sur quen thude voi cac van dé moi trudng thi ddy cling la m0t trong nhing md hd so mo hd khé hiéu
nhét t6i timg doc qua. Toi nghi chiing ta can nhiéu chimg ctr minh bach hon nita dé ¢6 thé tranh luin mot céch ¢ ¥ nghia vé van dé nay.

Tra 161 Chilton, do Howard Skelton dang.
Ong 6 biét mrdc My s& hét murde ngot vao nim 2023 khong? Va 97% nude trén trai dét B mrde nhidm min. Chi cé ké ngde méi khong tan dung nd.

Ching ta can khir méin nude bién vi sy song con ctia chinh ching ta, néu mudn tiép tuc duy tri vi thé ctia minh 1 dat mude ning suit va hiéu qua nht thé
giOi.

Trong bai Con dudng lat gach vang[ 18], Chilton néi vé mot dy 4n ctia S& Giao thong tiéu bang - Caltrans. Mot tuyén xa 16 m6i da duoc khoi cong tir
Xalo 1 qua Salinas va chay tiép téi Hollister, di qua khu trang trai. Chilton dang dt nghg van vé viéc du an duoc phé Achuén voi toc do chong vanh, cling
nhu tuyén duong ngoan ngoeo hira hen s€ dem dén cho mét sO chu trai loi ich 1én hon hén so voi nhitng ngudi khac. Ong ta am chi dén chuyén hoi 1.

[18. Nhéic dén con durdng trong truyén Phil thuy xit Oz ctia L. Frank Baum ]

Quan diém x& hoi bao thi ciia Chilton thé hién rd rang trong Hay chi n6i Khong, mot bai chi trich dé xuﬁt tang cuong gido duc g6 tinh ¢ truong Trung
hoc co'so - Chilton kéu goi nén tranh quan h¢ tinh duc ¢ lira tudi nay. Mot thong diép turong tur c6 thé thay tai Bi bat qua tang... KHONG, binh ludn vé
mét thim phan toa an tiéu bang da co gia dinh bi bat qua tang roi khdi nha nghi ciing mdt nhan vién tré chi bang nira tudi 6ng ta. Chilton burc boi trudc
dién bién gan day khi ng tham phan chi bi Hoi dong dao dirc tu phap nhac nhé qua loa. Tac gid cam thay 6ng ndy nén bi bi chirc va tudc gidy phép
hanh nghé luat su.

Kathryn Dance sau d6 bét gip chudi bai ¢o quan tim, niim dudi mdt bl anh budn chup hai cay thap tur, nhitng bong hoa va mot con thi nhdi bong,

NHUNG CY THAP TU VEN BUONG

Piéng béi Chilton.

Mdi déy t6i vira lii xe qua dia diém trén Xa 10 1 noi ¢6 hai cdy thap tu & ven duong ciing miy bo hoa turoi thiim. Ching dénh du noi xdy ra vu tai nan
khiing khiép hom ming Chin, thang Sau, noi hai ¢4 gai bi chét sau mjt bira tiéc mimg tot nghiép. Nhitng cudc doi ket thic... kéo theo cude doi nhiing
nguoi than yéu va be ban thay doi méi méi.

Toi nhan ra minh khong nghe théy gi nhiéu vé bt cir cudc diéu tra ndo ctia canh sét dbi v6i vu tai nan. Toi da goi vai cude dién thoai va biét duoc khong
ai bi bat gitr. Tham chi chang ¢6 ldy mau gidy triéu tap dicu tran trudc toa ndo duge giri di.

Toi thay that la. Dén ic nay, khong Iénh bt c6 nghia 1 da khang dinh duoc nguoi 1ai xe 1 mdt sinh vién - khong tén - khong c6 16i. Thé thi dau 1



nguyén nhAn ctia tai nan? Trong khi 0i i xe qua doan dudng nay, t6i thiy n6 khd Iong gio, ddy cét va khong hé ¢6 dén chiéu sang hay rao chén an toan
hai bén duong. Mot bien bao nguy hiém da b thoi tict bao mon va khé long thay rd trong bong toi (tai nan xay ra lic nira dém). Khong hé ¢6 hé thong
thoat nrde vi toi ¢d the thay tirmg viing nirde dong bén vé durong va ngay ca trén xa 19.

Tai sao canh sat khong dung lai hién truong tai nan that ti mi (t61da tim hiéu va biét duroc 1 ho c6 ngudi dé lam viée nay)? Tai sao Caltrans khong ngay
1ap tire ctir mdt d6i dén kiém tra mit duong, rao chén an toan, bién bao? To6i khong tim thay bat ¢t bdo cdo nao vé mdt cude kiem tra nhur the.

C6 thé con dudng van an toan & mirc ¢6 thé trong doi.

Nhung liéu ¢6 cong bang véi ching ta hay khong - nhitng ngudi c6 con céi thudng xuyén li xe qua d6 - khi cac nha chirc trach ling quén bi kich xay ra
nhanh dén thé? Vi t6i, duong nhur su chil y ctia ho da phai nhat con nhanh hon nhitng bong hoa buon ba nam duéi nhitng cay thap tu ven duong do.

Tra 161 Chilton, do Ronald Kestler dang,
Néu 6ng nhin vao tinh trang ngan sach ¢ hat Monterey va trong tiéu bang n6i chung, 6ng s& thay mot finh vir phai chiu hiu qua tir tinh trang kinh & 01 té
cua ching ta 14 viéc cung cap du céc bién phap canh bao theo cac tuyén xa 1 c6 nguy co cao. Con trai t6i da chét trong mHt vy tai nan trén Xa 16 1 vi

bién béo cua gip da bi bun phit én che kin. Hap nhimg nguoi lam viée bao dudng duong cho tiéu bang ¢6 thé d& dang phat hién ra va lau sach cai i bién
bao, nhung ho c¢6 1am vay khong? Khong, Su tac trach ctia ho 1a khong thé tha thir. Cam on 6ng, 6ng Chilton, vi da kéu goi sy chi y toi van dé nay.

Tra 101 Chilton, do mdt cong dan quan ngai dang,
C6ng nhan lim viéc bao dudng xa 16 kiém dugc nhitng khoan tién phi Iy v ngdi ¥ ra trén nhitng céi [da x6a] béo phi ctia bon ho ca ngay. Ong da théy,

moi ngudi ciing da thiy, ho dimg bén duong chang chiu 1Am gi trong khi can phai stra chita nhiing doan xa 16 nguy hiém va dam bao ching ta duoc an
toan. Thém mdt vi du nita vé nhitng ddng tién thué ctia ching ta KHONG dugc str dung hitu ich.

Tra 161 Chilton, do Robert Garfield, S& Giao thong ctia California, dang.
Toi mudn cam doan voi ong va cac doc g cua ong rang sy an toan cho cac cong dan nurée ta chinh 1a wu tién hang dau cta Caltrans. Ching 61 da nd
hre hét mirc dé duy tri cac tuyen xa 16 tiéu bang chiing ta trong tinh trang t6t. Poan dudng noi xay ra vu tai nan ma ong nhéc den, ciing gidng nhur tét ca

céc tuyén xa 16 ndm dudi quyén quéan Iy ciia tiéu bang, van thuong xuyén dugc kiém tra. Khong ¢6 vi pham hay tinh trang mét an toan ndo dugc phat
hién. Chiing t6i khan thiét kéu goi cac I4i xe hily nhé an toan xa 16 & California i trach nhiém cta tat ca moi ngudi.

Tra 161 Chilton, do Tim Concord dang,

Bai viét ctia ong A THANG LGI LON LAO, Chilton! Cénh sét s& K di cé 4n mang néu ching ta dé miic ho! Toi bj budc tap vao k& trén dudng 68 vila
ngudi goc Phi. Canh sat bat t6i ngoi trén mit dat nira gio' trude khi ho cho t0i di va khong thém ndi cho i bict t0i da lam gi sai, ngoai trir mot cai dén bi
hong. Chinh quyén can béo v€ tinh mang con nguoi chir khong phai quay qua nhitng cong dan rong thién.

Camon.

Tra 101 Chilton, do Ariel dang,

Hom thir Séu,’t()i va ban téirtéi ‘xemnoi tai nan xdy ra, va ching t6i da khoc khi tréng thiy nhitng cay thap tir va hoa & d6. Ching toi ngdi ddy, dua niit
nhin quanh khap xa 16 va thiy rang khong he c6 canh st, y t0i la khong mot ai! Ngay sau khi vy tai nan thurong tim xdy ra! Canh sat da ¢ dau? Va co
thé da khong hé c6 bién bao nguy hiém hay mit duong tron truot, nhung nhin qua tréng n6 ¢6 vé kha an toan vdi toi, cho du ding Ia cé nhicu cat.

Tra 161 Chilton, do SimStud déng.

Toi i xe qua doan duong d6 thurdng xuyén, va chd d6 khong phai k dia diém nguy hiém nhat trén thé gi6i, vi thé didu t0i ban khoan 2 liéu canh st ¢6
thure su dieu tra vé ké ngodi sau tay 1ai hay khong, t6i biet [nguoi 14i xe] tir khi con di hoc, va t6i khong nghi anh ta 1 tay Iai ctr nhat the gioi.

Tra 161 SimStud, do Footballrulz dang,

Anh ban, khong phai tay 14 CU'NHAT thé gioi w???? Ghét phai thong ndio cho anh ban nhung [nguoi 1ai xe] 2 mdt gi hoan toan dién va tham hai, hin



KHONG BIET i xe. Toi thdm chi con khong cho réng han 6 bang li. Tai sao déam com khong phét hién ra diéu d6 nhi? Chéc B qua ban nhai banh
ngot va uong ca phé. LOL[19].

[19. Laughing Out Loud (Cudi thét to): Cach dién dat bay t6 thai do trén Internet. ]

Tra 161 Chilton, do MitchT dang,

Chilton, 6ng van luon chi trich chinh phi, mot chuyén kha thanh cong song lan ndy hdly quén con duong di. NO rét on. Anh chang tir Caltrans kia da noi
thé. Toi da lai xe qua d6 ca tram Ian, va néu 6ng khong nhén ra khiic cua noi dy thi nguyén nhéan i do ong say khurdt hay phé thube. Néu canh sat [da
x6a] n6 1 vi ho khong didu tra v& [ngudi i xe] du k§ ledng. Hin B modt ké ky cuc va ciing dang so nita. SimStud 1 ngwoi PUNG NHAT trong van dé
nay.

Tra 101 Chilton, do Amydancer44 dang,

That la vi bd me 61 doc Ban tin nhung t6i thi khong thuong thé, vi vay that bét ngo khi t6i vao day. Nhung t6i c6 nghe ndi ¢ truong la 6ng ¢6 binh luén
vé vu tai nan, thé 14 t6i déing nhap vao. T6i da doc moi thir va t6i nghi 6ng dung mdt triam phén trim, nhing gi ngudi khac ndi cling thé. Moi nguoi déu
O ti cho t6i khi bi chimg minh 1 ¢6 t6i, nhung t6i khong hiéu tai sao canh sat lai chi don gian bo dé cude diéu tra.

Mot ngurdi biét [ngudi l4i xe] ndi véi t6i anh ta da thire sudt ca dém trude hom din ra bita tiéc, y t6i i ién 24 giy dé choi game trén may tinh.
IMHOJ20], anh ta da ngi gt trong khi li xe. Va con mdt chuyén nita la may tay nghién game do6 nghii bon ho [da xda] rat ctr sau tay lai, vi da choi nat
cac tro 1ai xe trén may tinh, nhung 14i xe that khong giong the.

[20. Viét tit ctia In my humble (honest) opinion: Theo quan diém khiém ton (chan thanh) ciia t6i.]

Tra 161 Chilton, do Arthur Standish dang,

Chi phi lién bang danh cho bao dudng dudng bo da giam dang l§é hing nim, trong khi ngén sach danh cho c4c chién dich quén sy va vién trg nurée
ngoai ctia My da tang gap bon. C6 Ié ching ta nén quan tam nhiu tdi tihh mang ctia cong dan nudc minh hon 1a cua cu dan tai cac quoc gia khac.

Tra 161 Chilton, do TamF1399 dang,

[Nguoi ldi xe] that ky quai, y t6i la nguy hiém. Mot lan sau khi doi hoat ndo vién luyen tap, hin ndn nd bén ngoai phong thay dd ctia bon t6i, ctr nhur the
dinh ngd vao trong va c6 gang chup anh bang dién thoai ctia minh. Téi di t6i chd hin va hoi dai loai, anh dang lam gi & déy, va hén nhin t6i nhu thé sép
giét toi VAy. Hin dng 1d mot tén déng ghé tom. Toi biét mdt co gai di [bi x6a] cuing bon t6i, va b ay noi voi toi [nguoi lai xe] da chop ldy ngwc minh, chi
¢6 diéu co Ay so khong ddm noi gi vi nghi héin s& tim ra ¢6 hay bét ddu nd dan vao nhimg ngudi khac, gidng nhu vu thim sét ¢ Pai hoc Bach khoa

Virginia.

Tra 1oi Chilton, do BroadtoDeath déng.

Toi nghe tir mdt ngudi ¢6 quen modt anh chang tham dur bira tiéc t6i d6 va anh ta théX [nguoi ldi xe] trude khi chui vao trong xe va tay ndy lic 4y dang di
lron 16 xung quanh l}oétn tqén [daxo0a]. Vado laly glo tai sao ho bi tz}i nan. Chinh CANH SAT da danh mat két qua phén tich hoi tho clia tay nay va moi
chuyén sau d6 that lang nhing, vy 13 ho danh tha han. D6 1a SU THAT.

Tra 101 Chilton, do SarafromCarmel dang,

Toi khong nghif nhing gi moi ngudi trong chu d& nay dang néi a cong bang, Ching ta khong biét & sy that. Vu tai nan 14 mot bi kich khing khiép va
canh sat khong khoi t6 ai, vay hay chip nhan chuyén d6. Thir nghi vé nhimg gi [nguroi Ii xe] dang trai qua. Caua 4y & ctng 16p Hoa hoc i t6i va chua
bao gio lamphlen ai. Cau ay rat thong minh va giip nhom cting ban chiing toi rat nhiéu. Toi c4 14 cau Ay rat kho so vi chuyén xay ra voi nhitng 6 do.
Céu dy s& phai song v6i n6 sudt quing doi con lai. Toi thiy 4i ngai cho cu Ay.

Tra 101 SarafromCarmel, ngudi dang 4n danh.

Sara ¢6 la mot ké [da x6a] qué quat, néu héin lai chiéc xe, vy thi I]én diLAM gi do khién méy c6 kia chét. Lamsao ¢6 ¢ thé n6i khong dwoc? Chia
oi, chinh nhitng ké nhu ¢ da cho phép Hitler giét ngurdi Do thai bang hoi doc va dé Bush xdng vao Iraq. Sao c6 khong goi dién danh thirc [nguoi lai xe]



day va bao hin chd ¢o di choi démmdt chuyén? Toi s& dén cam mot cay thap tw & chd ngdi md [da xda] ctia ¢d, dd [da xda).

Tra 161 Chilton, do Legend666 dang,

Em trai [nguoi ki xe] b thiéu néing, va c6 thé canh sat thiy khong dugc hay Fim néu ho bt [ngudi i xe], nguyén nhén ctia tht ca nhimg tro ding dén vé
chinh tri khién t6i thay buén nén. Ma dang ra ho cting nén kiém tra vi miy ¢4, y toi la méy c6 gai bi tai nan, vi ti nghe n6i hin da vo sach d6 ctia ho
tru6e khi xe ctru throng téi noi. Gia dinh han nghéo dén ndi bon ho khong thé mua may giat va may say do. Toi van thay han cung me hin va dira em
trai [d4 x6a] ctia han tai tiém giat tu phuc vu ¢ Billings suot. Ai dén ti€m gidt tu phuc vu? La nhitng ké thua cudc tham hai.

Tra 161 Chilton, do SexyGurl362 dang,

Ban than nhit cta t6i i mdt hgc sinh & [d4 x6a] cung [ngudi lai xe] va cd éy n6i chuyén VO‘l mot nguoi co mit tai budi tiéc ¢6 su tham gia mﬁy c0 bi
chét. [Nguoi ldi xe] lic d6 ngbi mbt x0, kéo mil trim o khodc Ién che kin déu va nhin cham chim vao moi ngudi trong khi n6i chuyén mjt minh, va mot
ngudi khac bat gip han ¢ trong bép dang ngam nghia nhitng con dao. Tat ca déu nhur ki€u, han dang lam cai chét tiét gi & day? Tai sao han lai dén?

Tra 1oi Chilton, do Jake42 déng.
Ong hoan toan ding, Chilton!! Phai [nguoi i xe] hoan toan [da x6a]. Hay nhin vao ké thét bai tham hai kia, cudc doi hén i mot THAT BAI to tuéng!!!

Hén ludn gia vo bi om vao go thé duc dé khoi phai tap. Hin chi ra khoi phong tap dé hron Iy trong phong thay do va tron nit ra nhin chém chim vao
[da x6a] ctia moi ngudi. Hin 1 mot tay ddng tinh chinh hidu, ¢6 ngudi néi véi toi thé.

Tra 101 Chilton, do CurlyJen dang,
Toi ctng cac ban toi vira n6i chuyén va tudn trude c6 ngudi thay [ngudi lai xe] danh vong ngoan ngoéo trén chiéc xe hin Ky trom ctia ba hin khi khong
duoc phép & chd Hai Dang, Hin dang c6 m [d3 x6a] 1o quanlot cta ¢6 nang ra. (Cur nhur thé ¢o ta s& dé y y vay, LOL!!!). Va khi ¢6 tanglohan, hén

bat dau tha ddm ngay trudc it cd ta, ngay & d6, ngay tai chd Hai Péang trong lic héin dang lai xe, hin chéc chin dang lam trd trong tur budi tdi xay ra
tai nan.

Tra 101 Chilton, ngudi dang 4n danh.

Toi toi [da x6a], t6i B mOdt sinh vién nidm thir hai, va t6i biét ciu ta ciing nhur tt ca moi ngudi biét vé cau ta. IMHO, y t6i i cdu ta binh thuong thoi ma.
Cau ta choi game rat nhieu, nhung vay thi sao? Toi choi tiic cau rat nhicu, va dicu d6 dau co bien t6i thanh mot tén sat nhan.

Tra 161 Anonymous, do BillVan dang,

[D4 x6a] may, [dd x6a]. Néu miy biét nhidu dén thé thi “thai do tinh tudng” clia may 14 vi cai gi ha thién t3i? May tham chi ching du can dam ding bai
dudi tén that. S¢ thang d6 dén va [da x6a] may Ién [da xd6a] ha?

Tra 101 Chilton, do BellaKelley dang,

Ong n6i rit ding!!! T6i va ban t6i c6 mit & bita tiéc hém ming Chin khi chuyén d6 xay ra va [nguoi 1ai xe] da t6i dé [da x6a] va hai co gai nhu thé, chi
b6 di thdi. Nhung anh ta thi khong, anh ta di theo ho ra ngoai cira khi ho v&. Nhung ban thin ching t6i ciing déng trach vi da khong lam gi, tit ca nhiing
ngudi ¢ mit & d6. Tat ca ching t6i déu biét [ngurdi 14i xe] 1 mdt ké tham hai va bénh hoan va déng ra ching t6i phai goi canh sét hay ai d6 khi ho ra vé.
Liic Ay t6i da ¢6 linh cam xAu hét nhur trong phim Ghost Whisperer{21]. Va thir nhin xem chuyén gi da xay ra.

[21. Mot b phim ké v& mot ¢6 géi c6 kha néng trd truyén voi nhirng hon ma chura the siéu thodt va gitip ho gii quyét nhimg uan khtic. Phim c6 tén tiéng
Viét 1a “Nguoi thong dich linh hon.]

Tra 101 Chilton, ngudi dang 4n danh.

Ai d6 bude vao khudn vién Columbine hay Pai hoc Bach khoa Virginia v6i mot khiu sting va ho tré thanh t6i pham nhung khi [ngudi li xe] giét ngudi
voi mit chiec xe hoi thi lai chang ai lam gi. C6 gi d6 that Ion xon & day.



Tra 101 Chilton, do WizardOne dang,

Toi nghii chiing ta cAn mdt c4i nhin xa hon. Mot s6 ngudi ding bai ac cam voi [ngudi l4i xe] vi ciu ta khong thich thé thao, ma chi choi game. Nhung thé
thi sao? C6 hang triéu ngudi khong choi thé thao nhung lai thich game. Toi thue sur khong bibt 15 vé [ngudi li xe] nhung ching t6i hoc cing 16p & [da
x0a]. Céu ta khong phai nguroi xau. Ai cting n6i xau ciu ta song liéu ¢4 ai ¢ day thue sy BIET ciu ta khong? Du chuyén gi da xdy ra di nita, c4u ta cling

khong ¢4 tinh hai ai va tit ca ching ta déu biét c6 nhitng nguoi lm thé hang ngay. IMHO, cu ta rat kho tAm vi nhitng gi da xay ra. Canh sat khong bt
cauta vi, thé ddy, cau ta khong lm gi pham phap.

Tra 161 WizardOne, do Halfpipe22 dang,
Lai thémmot gi nghién game nita. Nhin xem biét danh kia. PO CHET TIET!!! Phu thiy{22] méic dich, FOAD[23]!
[22. Wizard c6 nghiia 1 phi thity, & ddy nhéc t6i biét danh WizardOne.

23. Fuck offand die: Di chét di]

Tra 101 Chilton, do Archenemy déang,

[Nguoi i xe] | mdt ké v0 cling bénh hoan. Trong tit dung do ctia héin & trudng, héin dén hinh nhitng nan nhan & Columbine va Pai hoc Béch khoa
Virginia, va c nhig xc chet trong cac trai tap trung. Han lang thang vét v trong mdt céi do ¢6 mil trum ré tien méic dich, ¢6 limra ve sanh diéu nhung
han 1a mot ké nghién ngép chét tiét, va mai chi nhu thé ma thoi.

[Nguoi i xe] néu may dang doc nhitng dong nay, nhai, va khong phai dang ban ron voi thén tién phép thudt, haly nhd: Ching tao BIET RO VE MAY.
Sao miy khong cho moi ngudi chitt on hué va bin vy b éc [da x6a] ctia may ra. Cai chét cia miy = THANG LGOI VI DAL

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong dugce tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chuong 9

Kathryn Dance ngdi xudng, ic dau. “C6 qua nhidu o1 I8 nong nay & trong d6,” ¢6 ni véi Jon Boling,

C5 khong khoi quan ngai trude nhitng bai binh ludn ddy 4c y déng trén blog, va phan Ién lai do nhitng thanh thiéu nién con tré viét 1én mang,

Boling 1€ chudt trd lai bai binh luéin dau tién. “Haly xem chuyén gi da xdy ra. Chilton chi dua ra nhin xét vé mot tai nan chét ngudi. Ong ta chi it cau hoi
liéu con duong c6 dugc béo tri an toan hay khong. Nhung hiy nhin xem nhitng bai tra 1oi da chéch xa chi d€ t61 mirc nao. Ching di ttr cho thao ludn vé
vér} dé Chilton dua ra - an toan trén xa 1§ - sau do chuyén sang van de tai chinh ctia qhinh phu, r6i tm cau thiu nién dapg lai Xe, cho duco vé cauta
chang lam gi sai. Nhitng nguoi thao ludn cang ngay cang trd nén kich dong hon va cudi cting blog bién thanh mdt cudc au da vé 101 € giita chinh nhitng
nguoi tham gia véi nhaw.”

“Gidng nhur trd lan truyén tin trc qua dién thoai. Khi thong diép dén noi, n6 da bi bop méo di. “Tdi nghe néi...”. “Cé ngudi biét mdt ngwdi...”, “Mot
ngudi ban clia t6i ndi voi toi...”.”

Dance liéc qua cac trang lan nita. “Toi thdy mdt diéu, Chilton khong hé dap tra. Hay nhin bai binh luin vé muc sur Fisk va nhém Quyén-durge-sdng clia
ongta.

Tra 101 Chilton, do CrimsoninChrist dang,

Ong la mot ké i 16i khong thé hiéu dugc sw nhén hu trong tréi tim myc su R. Samuel Fisk. Ong 4y da hién dang ca doi minh cho Cha va nhimg tao
vét ctia Nguoi, trong khi ong ching he lam gi ngoai chicu theo dam dong d€ mua vui va thii loi cho chinh minh. Cach 6ng bép méo quan diem ctia muc su
that bénh hoan va bang bd. Chinh dng dang bi dong dinh Ién thap tur.


http://ebookfull.net

Boling n6i vdi ¢6, “Khong, nhing ngudi viét blog nghiém tiic khong doi co tranh luén tr& lai. Chilton s& dua ra mot cau tra 101 hop 1y, song ngon hra chién
tranh - cac don tan cong gitta nhitng ngwdi dang binh ludn - vurot ra khoi vong kiém soat va trd thanh chuyén ca nhin. Nhing bai dap tra quay sang
huéng vao chuyén tan cong, chir khong con dinh déng gi dén chu dé niva. D6 Ia mdt trong nhimg van dé voi céc blog. Khi doi dién vdi nhau, nguoi ta s&
khong gay thi chude oan kiéu nay. Sy vo danh trén blog dong nghia voi viée cude xung dot kéo dai nhiéu ngay, doi lic hang tuan.”

Dance xem qua cAc bai binh luan. “Vay ra cau ta van chi i mdt hoc sinh.”

Nit dac vunhd lai suy doan ctia minh tir cude thAm vén Tammy Foster. “Chilton da x6a tén cu ta va tén truong hoc di, nhung chic han I truong
Robert Louis Stevenson. Noi Tammy dang hoc. ”

Boling g5 1én man hinh. “Va day 14 bai viét ctia Tammy. C6 bé [y mdt trong nhirng ngudi dau tién ndi dén cau nhde kia. Va sau do tat ca nhitng nguoi
khac ao ao nhdy vao cudc.”

C6 thé bai viét chinh | ngudn gdc tao nén dang Ve 101 16i m Dance phat hién ra trong budi thAm vin. Néu cdu con trai ndy dimg ding sau vu tin cong,
khi 46 Tammy, nhur ¢6 va O’Neil dé suy doan, han s& cam thay phan nao phai chiu trach nhiém vé vu tan cong nham vao minh, bdi c6 bé da tir chube
Iy 1n6. Va c6 the c6 bé ciing s thay co6 161 néu thi pham tiép tuc lAmai khéc bi ton throng. No 1y giai tai sao Tammy khong thich 101 goi y rang ke bat
coc cd bé cd mit chicc xe dap dé trong 6 t6, boi diéu d6 s€ dan Dance t6i cho nghi ngdy mdt ké tré tudi hon - mdt hoe sinh ma c6 bé khong nuon tiét 1o
danh tinh vi ¢d bé van coi hdn [a mdt moi de doa.

“Tht c4 that xAu xa,” Dance noi, hit ham vé phia man hinh.

“C6 da bao gior nghe nbi vé cau bé Vit rac chwa?”

“Ai CO'?”

“Chuyén xay ra & Kyoto vai nam trude. Tai N}ﬁt Ban. Mot cau bé vi thémh‘nién némvo boc dd an nhanh va ‘cf')c giéy dung soda Xuéng nén déit’trong
mot cong vién,C(')‘ ngum chyp lai dugc thoi diém cdu ta dang lam viéc d6 béng dién thoai di dong ctia minh rdi chia sé 1én mang cho baq beé. The ]a sau
do, birc anh bat dau xuat hién trén cac blog va cac trang mang xa hi trong khap ca mrde. Nhitng nguoi thich tur thue thi cong ly trén the gidi do bat dau
san tim cdu ta. Bon ho xac dinh dugc tén, dia chinha cau ta va tung ngwoc lén mang. Thong tin nay lan ra hang nghin blog. Toan b cau chuyén tr6 thanh
mﬁt cudc san phu thiry. Nguoi ta bat dau xuat hién truede nha cau bé kia va némréc VAo sé{L Cau ta thieu chit nira da tu tir vi vie bi lang nhuc nhur the
12 rat nghiém trong tai Nhat Ban,” &m di¢u trong giong no6i va ngdn ngit co thé cua Boling déu 16 16 vé tirc gian.

“Nhitng nha phé binh thi ni, 6, d6 chéing qua chi ki cau chi va vai birc anh. Nhung ching ciing c6 thé tr thanh thir vii khi gy ra ton thwong nghiém
trong khong thua kém gi nhitng nam dam. Va, thang than ma noi, t6i nghi nhitng vét seo s€ lau mo hon.”

Dance thic mic, “Toi khong hiéu duge mdt sb tir ngit trong cac bai binh ludn.”

Boling bat cuoi. “O, trén céc blog, ban tin va mang xa hoi, ngudi ta wa thich cac cach phat ambop meo, viét tit hay tr ché ra tir moi. “Sauce’ thay vi
‘source[1]’. “Moar’ thay vi ‘more[2]’. ‘IMHO’ 12 ‘theo thién y ctia t61”.”

[1. Ngudn (thong tin, nude. ..).
2. Nhiéu hon.]
“T6i c6 thé hoi duoc khong? ‘FOAD’.”

“0,” anh ta ndi, “mdt 1 chao tam biét lich sy danh cho bai binh luan ctia 6. C6 nghia 1 “Di chét di’. Tét ca nhing tir viét hoa, tat nhién rdi, déu ¢6
nghiia 2 gio 16n”.

“Va ‘p-h-1-3-3-k’ nghiia |a gi?”

“A, d6 14 ‘ngdn ngi teen’ ctia tir “freak[3]".”

[3. Ky qui]

“Ngon ngir teen?”

“Mot kiéu ngon ngir duoc dém tré vi thinh nién tao ra trong vai nim vira qua. C6 chi thiy nd trén nhiing doan viin dugc g tryee tiép tir ban phim thoi.
Céc chir s6 va bicu trong thay thé cho cua chir cai. Va cach phat ambi thay doi. “Ngbn ngir teen” xudt phat tir ‘mdt nhom nguoi rat dinh’, c6 nghia I
nhing ké ctr khoi va sanh diéu nhét. Véi nhimg thé hé gia hon nhur ching ta, n6 ¢6 thé kho hiéu. Nhung khi da biét 15 roi, ching ta ¢6 the viét va doc nd
nhanh khong kém gi ngdn ngit chinh thong.”

“Sao bon tré lai ding chiing nhi?”

“Bdi n6 sang tao va khong chuén tic... Va cool[4]. Ma vé tir cudi cing niy, nhan dy xin néi ludn, ¢ can phat am a K-E-W-L.”

[4. Thivi]



“Kiéu phat 4m va ngir phap niy qué 1 kinh khing”

“Ding thé, nhung khong c6 nghia nhitng nguoi viét ra n6 nhét thiét phai ngu ngbc hay thét hoc. Chi don gian 14 trao ru thong dung hién nay. Va toe d6 1a
diéu quan trong, Chirg ndo ngudi doc ¢ thé hiéu duoc 6 dang ndi g, ¢d 6 thé cau tha thoai mai theo ¥ mi minh mudn.”

Dance 16i, “Toi rat mudn biét cau nhoc 1 ai. C6 & t6i nén goi CHP[5] dé hoi vé vu tai nan Chilton da nhéc t61.”
[5. Viét tit ctia California Highway Patrol: Co quan tuin tra xa 6 California.]

“0, 61 s& tim duge. Thé gidi trén mang tuy ¢6 rong I6n dy nhung ciing thit bé nho. Toi da ¢6 trang mang xa hoi cua Tammy ¢ ddy. C6 bé danh phin
16n thoi gian cua minh trén OurWorld. N6 con 16n hon Facebook va MySpace. Trang mang ndy c6 dén mdt trdim ba muroi triéu thanh vién.”

“MOot tram ba nmuroi triéu?”’

“Phai. L6n hon ca dan sé nhidu qudc gia,” Boling nghiéng d4u nhin trong lic g ban phim. “T6i da vao tai khoan ciia ¢b bé, chi can im vai kiém tra
chéo... Kia roi. Tim dugc anh chang r61.”

“Nhanh vay sao?”’

“Phai. Tén cau ta 1a Travis Brigham Co ¢ ly. Céu ta 1a hoc sinh nim ba tai trudng Trung hoc Robert Louis Stevenson & Monterey. S€ 1én nim cubi vao
nia thu nay. Song tai Pacific Grove.”

D6 ciing I noi Dance va céc con c6 dang sng

“Toi dang tim trong mot s6 bai viét diing trén OurWorld vé vu tai nan. C6 vé nhur cu nhoc ndy trong e Ji xe tir mdt budi tiée tré v da bi mét kiem
soat. Hai co ga1 b1 chét, mit ngurdi nita p,héi nam vién. Cau ta khong bi thirong tich gi nghiém trong. Khong c6 bat ki 1oi bude tdi nao ngoai vai cau hoi
duoc dat ra vé dieu kién duong xa. Luc ay troi dang nura.”

“Vud6 u! Chéc roi. Toi van con nhé.”

Céc phy huynh luon nhé rd nhimg vu tai nan chét ngudi lién quan t6i thanh thiéu nién. Va tt nhién, ¢6 van con cam thiy mot ky tre dau nhéi tir vai nim
trude: Nguoi nhan vién tuan canh xa 1o goi dién vé nha cho cd, hoi co cd phdi la vg cua dac vu FBI Bill Swenson khong, Sao anh ta lai hoi theé? Co6 ban
khoan.

“Toi rat tiéc phai thong bao véi cd, ddc vu Dance. .. Toi e 1a da c6 mdt tai nan xay ra.”

Cb gat ky trc sang mdt bén rdi n6i, “Di1 vo i nhung cau bé van bi n6i xau.”

“Nhung vo t6i thit té nhat,” Boling cudi tinh quai. “Déng bai vé diéu d6 thi ching c6 gi vui vé ca.”

Vi gido sur chi vio blog va n6i. “Thir ¢6 ¢ & ddy 1 cac Thién Than Thi Han.”

‘u g‘l Véy?”

“Mot loai diu géu chuyén bét nat nguoi khac trén mang, Cac Thién Than Thi Han rét nhanh nhay trong viéc soi moi. Bon ho tép cong Travis vi nghii cau
nhoc da thoat khoi diéu gi do do cau ta khong bi bét sau vy tai nan. Ho khong tin, hay khong dat niémtin, vao canh sat. Mot the loai nira a Them Khat
Quyén Lyc - dam nay gin giong voi nhing tay chuyén gia giy go dién hinh & truong hoc. Bonho mudn kiém soét ngudi khac bang cach thic ép nhimg
nguoi ndy. R&i con ca nhitg C6 Nang Ban Tinh - dam tré th 16 thich bt nat cac dbi tuong xung quanh, vdy d4y, du ban than bon ching chi la do rac
rudi. Phan 1on i con gai, nhitg ¢6 nang luén cam thiy budn chan va ding Ién nhitng 11 18 tan nhan dé mua vui cho minh. N6 can ké voi bao hanh vi

khoai cam.”

Amhuong gian di lai rung én trong giong ndi ctia Boling. “Bao hanh... d6 1a mot vannanthlrc sy Va dang tré nén i t& hon. Nhiing con sb thong ké
gin day nhét cho thiy ba muoi lim phan trdm tré em da bi bat nat hay de doa trén mang, da s i nhiéu lan,” Boling im king, d6i niit nheo lai.

“Githé, Jon?”

“Thii vi thay c6 mdt thir ching ta khong thiy.”

“La g

“Travis phan cong lai trén blog, tranh luan véi nhitng ngurdi cong kich cau ta.”

“C6 thé cau Ay khong biét vé chuyén nay.”

Boling cudi. “O, tin ti di, cau nhoc s& biét tat ca chi ndm phit sau khi bai phan hdi dau tién duoc dang Ién chit dé ctia Chilton.”

“Sao chuyén cau ta khong dang bai lai quan trong vay?”



“Mot trong nhitng loai tAn cong ngudi khac dai dang kién quyét nhat trén mang duoc goi la Phi Vu Bao Thi Cta Nhing Nguoi Bi Nhye Ma, hay Nan
Nhin Cua Nhimg K¢ Tra Diia. Day la nhiing ngudi timg bj cong kich va dang phan cong lai. Cam gide phan n vdi xa hoi khi bi rudng bo, bi bat nat hay
nhyc ma vao d¢ tudi do la rat dir doi. Toi camdoan cu ta dang tirc dién, dang ton thwong ghé gém va muon trd miéng. Nhiing cam xtic dy can duoc
phat tict ra theo cach nao d6. C6 hi€u ngy y 161 chir?”

Dance hiéu. “Ddng nghia voi né i cau nhoe chinh 1 ngudi tin cong Tammy.”

“Néu Travis khong cong kich trén mang, cang c6 nhiéu kha nang cau éy s& tim dén ho trong ddi thyre hon,” Boling liéc mét dAy quan ngai lén man hinh.
“Ariel, BellaK elley, SexyGurl362, Legend666, Archenemy - tit ca déu chia miii diti vao cdu dy. C6 nghiia a bon ho déu dang giip nguy hiém néu cau ta
chinh I3 thi pham.”

“Liéu tim kiém danh tinh tht va dia chi ctia nhitng ngudi ndy voi cdu ta ¢ kho khong?”

“Chéc r6i, mot sb ngudi s& can phal xam nhap vao duong truyén tin hiéu va may chi, tat nhién. Nhung phin lon, wec tim kiém ciing d& dang nhu cach
61 tim dugc tén ctia cdu ta vay. Tt ca nhimg gicdudy can 14 vai cubn nién giam trudng hay s6 danh séch 10p, rdi tiép can vao OurWorld, Facebook
hay MySpace. O, va ca lira chon ura thich ciia tit ca moi nguoi... Google.”

Dance nhan ra mdt cai bong dan bao trim Ién ho va Jonathan Boling dang nhin ra phia sau co.

Michae]l O’Neil bude vao phong lam viée. Dance nhe nhdm khi thiy anh. P6i bén trao nhau ny cuoi. Boling dimg ddy. Dance gi6i thiéu hai nguoi véi
nhau. Hai ngurdi dan ong bat tay nhau.

Boling n6i, “Vay 1a, toi can cam on anh vi An du duoc thir lam canh sat.”
“Néu ‘camon’ 1a tir dung,” O’Neil ndi, kém theo mdt ny curdi tinh quai

Ho cing ngdi xudng bén ban ca phé, va Dance thudt lai voi anh nhitng diéu c6 va Boling da tim thy... cing nhiing g ho nghi ngd: C6 thé Tammy bi tin
cong vi da dang binh ludn én mdt blog vé céu hoc sinh tai trrdng, con bé cho rang thang nhdc phai chiu trach nhiém vé mdt vy tai nan xe hoi.

“C6 phai 1 vy tai nan trén Xa 16 1 hai tudn trude khong? Cach Carmel chirmg nim diim vé phia nam?”
Boling néi, “Tén cau thiéu nién nay I3 Travis Brigham, cu ta hoc tai Robert Louis Stevenson, cling trurdng voi nan nhan.”

“Vay thi ft nhat cau ta ciing c6 dong co. Va rat ¢6 thé 1 hung thiy, va ching ta dang e ngai diéu gi nhi?”” O’Neil hoi Dance. “Hung tha mudn tiép tuc
chang?”

“Nhiéu kha néing 1 thé. Nhiing trd bat nat nhyc ma trén mang don ddy ngudi ta t6i qué ngudng chiu dung, Toi da thiy chuyén d6 dién ra hing chuc lin
roi.”

O’Neil gic hai chan Ién ban ca phé va lac hr trén ghé. Hai nam trudc, ¢o timg cuoc muroi do la voianh I dén mdt ngay ndo d6 anh s& Ion nhao. Cho
dén nay c6 van chura nhan dugc mdn tién d6. Anh héi Dance, “Co gi thém vé cac nhan chirng khong?”’

Dance cho hay TJ van chura quay vé sau chuyén di tim hiéu vé camera an ninh gin xa 16 noi cay thap tur thir nhét dwoc dé lai, va Rey ciing chura hdi dap
gl vé cac nhan chitng gan cau lac bg noi Tammy bi bat coc.

ONeil n6i vén chura c6 dot pha nio véi nhitng bang chimg vat chat. “Chi cé mt thir - bén Piéu tra Hién truong tim thdy mdt soi vai bong méu xim trén
cdy thap tur.”

Anh ndi themrang phong thi nghiém ¢ Salinas khong thé khdp dugce nd vao mdt co so dir liéu cu thé ndo, ngoai viée bao cao soi vai bong nhiéu kha ning
¢6 ngudn gde tir quin 4o chir khong phai tham hay db dac.

“Tét ca chi c6 thé thoi, khong con gi nita sao? Khong van tay, khong vét banh xe?”

O’Neil nhin vai. “Thi pham hoac la rat khon ngoan, hodc 14 cyc ky may min.”

Dance bude toi ban im viéc v truy ¢dp vao co'sd dir liéu cta tieu bang ve ho so va nhan dang. C6 heo mit nhin lén mén hinh va doc, “Travis Alan
Brigham, mur6i bay tuoi. Theo thong tin tir bang lai xe, ciu ta song 6's6 408, duong Henderson.” C6 déy kinh lén song mili trong lc doc tiep. “Pang
quan timday. Cau ta da co tién su,” sau d6 lai lic dau. “Khéng, xin 161 T6i nham Khong phai cdu ta. D6 la Samuel Brigham, song 6 cing dia chi. Cau

ta muroi lim tudi. Tién sy pham phép vi thanh nién. Bj bt hai lan vi nhin trom, mot 1in vi giy gd hanh hung. Ca hai lan déu dugc mién truy td, song phai
theo tri liéu tam ly. C6 vé nhu 1a mdt dira em trai. Nhung con Travis? Khong, lai lich ctia ciu ta hoan toan sach s&€.”

C5 kéo birc anh trong hd so ctia co quan Quan ly Phirong tién co gi6i[6] 1én man hinh. Mot cau nhoc téc den voi doi mét nam sat nhau, dudi doi 1ng
may ndu dy, dang nhin thing vao ng kinh. Cau ta khong hé mim cudi.

[6. Department of Motor Vehicle (DMV).]



“T6i mudn tim hiéu nhiéu hon nita vé vu tai nan,” O’Neil noi.

Dance goi dién thoai t6i vin phong s tai ctia DOi Tuan canh Xa 1, tén goi chinh thire ctia canh sét Tiéu bang California. Sau vai phit chuyén méy long
vong tir dau day bén kia, cudi cting c6 ket thic voi trung si Brodsky, Dance bét loa ngoai dién thoai 1én va héi vé vy tai nan.

Brodsky lp ttrc chuyén ngay sang giong dicu thuong thay khi canh sat ra lam chimg tru6e toa. Chinh xac, khong chit camxic. “Homdo, ngay trude
nira dém ngay thir Bay, mong Chin thang Sau. Bn nguoi & tu01 vi thinh nién, ba ni, mbt nam dang trén xe xubi theo hurdng béc noi Xa 16 1, doan cach
khoang ba dam vé phia nam Carmen Highlands, gankhu Bao t0n béi bién Garrapata State. Thiéu nién nam cam tay Jai Chiéc xe mang kiéu dang Nissan
Altima doi moi. C6 vé chiée xe lic d6 dang chay ¢ toc d6 bon muroi lim dam mot gio. Nguoi lai xe khong nhan thdy mot khic cua, lamxe bi truot va
lao xudng mot vach nii. Hai c6 gii ngdi bang ghé sau  khong deo dai an toan. Ca hai chét ngay lap tirc. Co gai ngdi trén ghé trude bi va dap manh. C6
ndy phai nim vién vai ngdy. Nguoi lai xe bi giit lai, kiém tra va cho vé.”

“Travis ndi chuyén gi da xay ra?”” Dance hdi.

“Chila I}’ﬁt kiém soét tay lai. Trude do troi fiﬁ mura nén ¢ nude trén mat xa 10. (;a_‘lu ta déi lan duong thé 14 bi truot. Chiée xe ctia mdt trong ba c6 gi,
va cac 1op xe khong phai ¢ tinh trang tot nhat. Cau dy khong chay qua toc do. Két qua kiém tra déu dm tinh vdi con va cac chat kich thich khac. C6 gai
con song sot ciing khang dinh nhitng gi cau 4y ké.” Pau do trong giong noi clia anh ta ton tai chiit am huong i vé. “C6 ly do khién ching t6i da khong
budc t0i cau 4y, co biét ddy. Cho dii ngudi ta ¢ ndi gi vé cude diéu tra di chiang nira.”

Vay Ia vién trung si cling da doc blog ng, Dance suy doan.

“C s& mo lai cude didu tra chir?”” Brodsky hoi ddy canh gidc.

“Khéng, cudc dicu tra nay lién quan t6i vu tin cong tbi thir Hai. C6 gii trong cop xe.”

“A, ra ]a vu d6. C6 c6 ngii chinh cau 4y lim chuyén d6 khong?”

“C6 thé im”

“Chéng Am t6i ngac nhién. Khong hé.”

“Sao anh lai n6i vay?”

“P6i khi ¢6 c6 mdt cam giac riang Travis 3 ngudi nguy hiém. Cau ta c6 d6i mét hét nhur méiy dira nhoc ¢ Columbine.”

Lam cach ndo anh ta ¢6 thé biét dugc khuon it nhitng ké sat nhan trong “vu tan sat kinh hoang nam 1999[7]’?

[7. Vu tham sét xay ra ngiy 20/4/1999 tai trrdng Trung hoc Columbine, hat Jefferson, tiéu bang Colorado, khi hai hoc sinh nidm cudi xa sung ban chét
12 hoc sinh va 1 gido vién.]

Brodsky n6i thém, “Cu nhoc niy him md miy tén do, co biét ddy, nhimg ké na sing. Tham chi cdu ta ¢ ca anh ctia chiing trong ti dung d6 ca nhan tai
truong,”

Anh ta biét dugc chuyén d6 mdt cach doc lap, hay 1 tir blog? Dance nhé ai d6 da nhéc t6i chi tiét nay trong bai viét Nhing cay thip tur ven duong,
“Anh c6 nghi cau ta Ia mt mdi de doa khong?” O’Neil héi Brodsky. “Anh da thiAm van cdu ta lic nao vay?”?

“C6, thura ngai. Toi luén chudn bi cong tay ctia minh sén sang sudt thoi gian do. Cau ta i mot thanh nién to con va méc chiée 4o khodc vai len c6 mii
trum dau. Chi nhin cham cham vao t6i. That ky quai vo cling.”

Loi miéu ta vé trang phuc ctia vién canh sat im Dance nhé lai nhimg gi Tammy da dé 16 ra v& viée ké tin cong c6 bé miic 40 khodc c6 mil trim dau.
C6 cam on ngwdi nhan vién tudn canh rdi ngit may. Sau mdt khoanh khéc, 6 nguée miét Ién nhin Boling. “Jon, anh c6 thém nhén xét ndo vé Travis
khong? Tir nhitng bai binh luan d6?”

Boling ngAm nghil gidy lt. “Ding 1 t6i c6 mdt suy nghii. Néu cau nhoc 1 ngudi nghién choi game nhur ho n6i thi diéu do ¢ thé rit quan trong.”

ONeil hoi, Y anh  thong qua choi nhing tro choi kia, cAu ta da duoc p trinh dé trér nén bao luc? Ching ta ¢6 thé théty mdt churong trinh vé chit dé
d¢ trén Discovery Channel[8] may t6i trudc.”

[8. Mot kénh truyén hinh cap chuyén vé cac chuong trinh tim hiéu, kham pha thuc té.]

Nhung Jon Boling Fic dau. “Mot chi d& thoi thuong trén cac phurong tién thong tin dai ching. Nhung néu cu nhoc ndy da trai qua nhitng giai doan phat
trién turong d6i binh thuong trong thoi tho 4u, t6i s& khong maiy lo Bing v& chuyén d6. Phai, mdt s6 dira tré c6 thé trd nén vo cam voi nhig hé luy cua
bao hre néu ching thuong xuyén tiép xtic véi né theo mdt sb phuong thire - thirdng 1a thong qua thi gidc - qua som Nhung té nhét thi diéu d6 ciing chi
lam ¢6 tré nén chai Iy hon chir khong thé khlen ¢ tré nén nguy hiém. Xu huéng bao hre trong giéi tré gan nhu ludn XUAt phat tir phan nd chir khong phai
vi phim anh hay truyén hinh. Khong, 61 mudn dé cap toi mdt chuyén khac khl n6i viée choi game c6 thé anh hudng sau sic dén Travis. D6 i nhitng thay
ddi & gidi tré ma chiing ta dang thay khip noi trong x3 hoi. Cau ta ¢6 thé mat di kha ning phan biét giira thé gidi ao va thé gioi thure.”



“The gidi 40?”

“Do la mot khai niém t6i muron tir cuén séch ctia Edward Castronova viét vé chit dé nay. Thé gi6i 40 1 cude sdng trong cac trd choi trnre tuyén va cac
trang web vé thc té g, nhur Cude song thir hai. Ching 14 nhing thé gioi twong tuong huyén a0 c6 bude vao thong qua may tinh cia minh, PDA[9] hay
mot tknetblkythuat s0 khac. Nhiing nguoi thube thé hé ching ta udn ¥ thirc duoc s phan biét 16 ranggruathe g% 40 va thé gioi thu. Thé gi6i thuc
noi co ant01 Vi gia dinh ¢6, choi bong an[IO] hodc di hen ho sau khi thoat ra kh01the 61 40 hodc tit may tinh. Nhung nhiing thé hé tré hon, va hom
nay t6i mubn néi dén nhitng ngudi dang & tudi hai muroi hay tham chi & dau d6 tudi ba muroi, lai khong nhin ra su khac bict do. Thé gi61 40 ngay cang tro
nén thyre hon voi ho. Trong thure t&, co mot nghién ciru gan ddy cho thiy gan modt phin ndm sd nguoi choi tro choi true tuyén cam thiy thé gioi thrc chi
1a chd deanvangu, con thé gi6i 40 moi 1a noi cur tri thue sy cuia ho.”

[9. Personal Digjtal Assistance: May hd tro ca nhan k thuat sb.
10. Trod choi twong ti bong chiy, choi trén san nhd hon véi qua béng mém, to hon.]
Piéu nay khién Dance ngac nhién.

Boling mim cudi trude biéu hién bén ngoai c6 phin ngd ngang ciia nit diic vu. “O, trung binh mdt ngudi choi game ¢6 thé d& dang danh ra ba muoi gio )
moi tudn trong the gidi 4o, va nhitng truong hop danh ra gap doi thoi gian trén cling khong phai la hiem. C6 hang tram tri€u ngudi it nhicu lién quan t6i the
gidi o, va hang chyc triéu nguoi danh phan I6n thoi gian trong ngay ctia ho cho 6. Ching ta khong phai dang ndi vé Pac-Mac hay Pong[11]. Murc do
song dong trong the gidi o thyre sy dang kinh ngac. C6 thong qua avatar - mot nhén vét dai dién cho ¢, cu ngy trong mjt thé gioi ciing phirc tap nhu
thé gioi ta dang song ngay lic nay. Cac chuyén gia timly tum thiéu nién da nghién ciru phurong thirc ngudi ta tao nén céc avatar. Trén thuc t&, nguoi choi
da str dung nhitng k¥ nang nudi day con cai tgn tai trong tiém thirc dé hinh thanh nén cac nhn vat ctia ho. Céc nha kinh té ciing d lao vao nghién ciru
tro choi mang. C6 can hoc hoi cac ky ning dé nu6i song chinh minh néu khong s& bi chet doi. Trong phan 6n cac tro choi ¢ s€ phai kiém tién, mot loai
don v tién t€ riéng. Nhung hién tai thir bao ngan 4o d6 dang duoc dem trao doi lay do la, bang Anh hay Euro trén eBay trong muyc tro choi ctia ho. C6
c6 thé mua hay ban cac mon df) 40, nhur cac phép thuat, viikhi, y phl:,lC, nha cra, hax thdm chi ca chinh cac nh?m vat bang tién ctia thé gi6i thyre. O Nhat
Bén, cach day chura 1au, mit s6 game thu da kién cac hacker danh cép nhirng mon do ao tir nha ctia ho trong the giéi ao. Ho da thang kién.”

[11. Tén ciia nhitng tro choi dién tir thé hé dau.]

Boling cii nguoi ra trude, va Dance mot an nita nhin thiy nhitng tia sang loe 1én trong d6i méit va vé hiing hai 4n sau giong ndi clia vi gido sur.

“Mot trong nhitng vi du 15 rét nhat v& sur tOn tai song song ctia thé gidi 4o va thure 1 trd choi true tuyén ndi tiéng, World of Warcraft. Cac nha thiét ké
da tao ra mot dich bénh nhur mot thir “tac hai’, nghia 14 tinh trang giam sirc khoe hay strc manh cua nhn vat. Pugc goila “Mau ban’. N6 s& lam nhiing
nhn vat manh bi suy yéu va glet chét nhing nhn vat khong di manh. Nhung c6 mot chuyén ky la xay ra. Khong ai hoan toan biét 15 tai sao dich bénh
d6 da vuot ra ngoai vong kiém soat va tr lan rong, N6 tré thanh mot con dich den o[ 12]. Cac nha thiét ké chua bao gior tri tinh tao ra tinh trang ndy.
Dich bénh chi co thé duoc ngn lai khi cac nhan vat nhiém phai né chét hét hoac thich nghi v6i nd. Trung tam Kiém soat Bénh dich & Atlanta da nghe noi
dén di€u nay va 13p han mdt nhdm nghién ctru sy 1y lan ctia loai virus trén. Ho str dung né nhu mo6 hinh cho dich t€ hoc trong thé giéi thue.”

[12. Dich bénh khing khiép bing nd tir cudi nira dau thé ky 14, riéng & chau Au, ude tinh cho biét dich bénh ndy da giét chét khoang mot phén tur dén
mot phan ba tong dén s0. |

Boling nga nguoi lai sau.

“T6i ¢6 thé ké vo s6 chuyén nita vé thé gidi ao. DO 1 mdt chit dé rét cudn hit, nhung chung quy cho dii Travis ¢6 bi chai Iy trude bao luc hay khong,
cau hoi thuc sy & day 1a cau ta song chu yeu trong the gidi ndo, do hay thuc? Néu la do, khi d6 ciu ta s€ song cudc song ctia minh tudn theo nhitng quy
tac hoan toan khac. Va chung ta khong bict ching 1a gi. Bao thu nhitng ké bét nat trén mang, hay bat cir ai nhuc ma ciu ta, Ia viéc hoan toan cd thé chap
nhdn dugc. Tham chi d6 con I diu chinh dang. Co6 the so sanh v6i mbt ke tam than phAn liét hoang tuong giét ai d6 vi han that sy tin nan nhan la mot
mbi de doa cho thé gioi. Han khong lam gi sai trdi ca. Thire ra voi hén, giét ngudi con 1 hanh dong anh hing. Con Travis? Ai biét cau ay dang nghi gi?
C6 diéu hdly nhd cho rét ¢6 thé véi cau ta tAn cong mot ké kich bac trén mang nhur Tammy Foster ciing chéng khéc gi dap mot con rudi.”

Dance ngamnghi v& ¥ tudng nay rdi ndi véi O’ Neil, “Chiing ta ¢6 nén t6i gip cau dy dé ndi chuyén khong?”

Q}lyét dinh xem nén khoi dAu thAm vin mot di trong tinh nghi vao thoi diém ndo luén chira dung nhiéu nguy co. Travis rit co thé chua nghi ban thin |
doi tuong bi tinh nghi. Bat chuyén trong ltic ny s& lim cdu ta mat canh gidc, va may ra khien cfu ta budt miéng ndi nhimg diéu c6 thé chong lai chinh
minh, thim chi tht t61 cling nén. Ngurgc lai, cdu ta cling ¢d thé hiy moi bang chirg hoéc 1an tron.

Quéd I3 nan giai.

Diéu gitip ¢ dua ra quyét dinh cudi clng | mdt ky (e duy nhét. Ci nhin trong doi mét Tammy Foster - ndi s hai bj tra thi. Va ndi s hai thi pham s&
tan cong thém ai khac.

C6 hiéu ho cin hanh dong that khén truong,

“Phai. Ching ta hdly cing dén gip cau ta.”

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 10

Gia dinh Brigham s6ng trong ngdi nha mot ting, ngodi san chét day linh kién xe hoi va b dac cii, phan Ion déu bi thao tung rdi bo dé dang, Nhirng tii
nilon miu xanh 4 cdy dung rac rudi va la muc day dén tran c4 ra ngoai nim ngbn ngang giita cac m6n dd choi va dung cu hong hoe. Mot con méo ngudi
ngom bong tréc thin trong ngd ra tir cai 6 bén ge nho ctia nd dudi mit bo rio cdy cao qua khd. A meo qué lwdi biéng hoac qué no bung dé ban tim
t61 mOt con chudt mau xam map tron chay ngang qua. O’Neil dau xe trén con dudng rai soi, cach ngdi nha chirg murdi hai met, roi cing Dance bude
xuong khoi chiec xe ma khdng mang theo phut hiéu cia MCSO.

Hai nguroi quan sat khu vire xung quanh.

Noindy glong nhu mt khung cénh ctia vimg nong thon mlen Nam, cay cbi rdmrap khép noi, khong c6 ngdi nha nao khac trong tamnnt, hoan toan
hoang vang. Trang thai xap x¢ ctia ngdi nha va mii hoi ndng nic cho biét sy ton tai ctia mot duwong cong nude thai hoat dong khong méy hiéu qua & ngay
gAn d6 hodc mdt dam ly, né giai thich tai sao gia dinh Brigham c6 thé s& hiru mdt manh dt riéng cho minh & khu vire dit d6 nhur thé nay cua tiéu bang,
Khi ho bét dau tién vé phia ngdi nha, Dance nhén ra ban tay c6 dang dit gin bang khiu sting ngiin, con 4o vest ctia ¢d da mo khuy.

C6 dang d¢ churng, canh giac cao do.

Du vay, néu cau nhoc tAn cong thi hanh dong do van [am ¢6 bj sbc.

Khi ca hai vira di qua mdt vat ¢0 lo tho xo xac canh nha dé xe nam tach biét léch goc voi gian chinh, Dance quay sang O’Neil va thiy anh ctmg do khi
nhin qua sau g c6. Nguoi thanh tra gio canh tay Ién nim Ry 40 vest ctia ¢d, kéo c6 d6 ap xudng phia trude.

“Michael’” ¢6 kéu Ién.

Hon da bay veo qua dAu Dance, chi chéch vai phan, r6i dép vor tan mot khung ctra s0 nha dé xe. Hon d4 thir hai ni tiép theo sau. O’Neil da phéi nhao
voi ngurdi xubng dé tranh bi ném tring. Ngudi anh va vao mot thin ciy gy gudc.

“Co khong sao chir?”” anh voi hoi.

C6 gt du. “Anh thiy ching tir dau t6i khong?”

‘Khéng.37

D6i bén dua mit nhin vé phia nhitng bui cdy rdm rap bao quanh khu nha.

“Ding kia!” ¢6 kéu Ién, chi tay vé phia cau thiéu nién niic do ni va doi mii len 6m sat ddu. Céu ta quay nguoi bo chay.

Dance do dy trong khoanh khéq. Khong ai trong hai nguroi mang theo bo dam vi cude viéng tham da khong duoc én kéqhogch nhu mdt chuyén cong tac
nghiép vu. Quay lai xe O’Neil d¢ goi dién yéu cau phat lénh truy nd s& mat qua nhiéu thoi gian. Ho van con mt co hoi dé bat gitr Travis lic ny. Ca hai
theo ban nang dudi theo cau nhoc véi toc do nude rit.

Céc nhan vién cta CBI déu duoc hoc vé k§ néng chién d:éu giap la ca co ban - cho du phén 16n trong sb ho, ké ca Dance, chua bao gio phai thire s
lam tran. Ho cﬁng dugc yéu cau kiémtra tong qug'lt ve thé chat theo dinh ky. Dance co thé luc kha 6n, khong phai nho vao ché d6 ctia CBI ma do
nhitng chuyen dién da té1 nhimg vimg hoang vu dé timnhac cho trang web ctia c0. Bat chap trang phuc dang miic lic nay khong hop chit ndo cho viée
chay b0 - vay den va 4o so mi - c6 van dé dang vuot Ién trude O’Neil khi hai ngudi lao vut vao vat rirmg d€ dudi theo céu nhdc.

Cau thiéu nién van chay nhanh hon ho mdt chit.

O’Neil ]éy dién thoai di dong cuia minh ra, vira hon hén khong ra hoi vira goi dién yéu cau hd tro.

Ca hai nguoi ho déu dang thd ddc, Dance tir hoi lim cach ndo vin phong Diéu dong huc luong c6 thé hiéu dugc nhitng gi anh ndi.

Céu nhoc bién mit trong thoang chbc budc hai canh sat chay chim lai. R&i Dance ho 16m, “Bén kia,” khi nhdn ra cdu ta xuét hién tir sau méiy bui cay cach
ho chirng murdi lam mét. “Vii khi u?” c6 thot Ién that thanh. Cau thicu nién cam vat gi d6 sam mau trong tay.

“T6i khong 5 nita.”
C6 thé 13 mdt khau sting, cho di rat ¢6 kha ning 1 mot éng tuyp hay mot con dao.

Du la gi dinira...



Céu ta bién mat vao vat rimg rim rap, xa hon nita Dance chi ¢ thé thay loang thoang mdt ao nurée miu xanh Iyc. C6 & 1 ngudn gdc giy ra miii kho
nguri

O’Neil dua mit nhin Dance.
C6 tho dai va gt dAu. Ca hai ddng loat rit khdu Glock ra.
Ho lai tiép tuc budc t6i.

Dance cting O’Neil da timg cung nhau di,éu tra nhiéu‘vu 4n va theo ban ndng ho luon co thé phdi hop vei d6i phuong mdt cach an y. Tuy nhién it manh
nhat ctia cd hai 1a giai quyét nhiing cau do héc btia v& mit tri tu€ chit khdng phai choi tro linh chién.

C0 phéi tyr nhéic nhé minh: Ngon tr6 dé cach xa khoi cd stng, khong bao gitr di chuyén ra trude vii khi ctia dong nghi¢p va ning nong sing lén cao néu
dong nghiép ngang qua phia trude, chi ban khi bi de doa, ki€ém tra sau lung, ban thanh loat ba phat lién, luén dém tirg vién dan.

Dance ghét chuyén nay.

Thé nhung day lai 1 co hdi dé ngin chin ké tin cong trong vu Cay thap tir ven dudng, Nhé t6i dbi nit kinh hoang ctia Tammy Foster, Dance hbi ha
bang qua vat rimg,

Cau nhdc lai bién mét thémﬂ]ﬁn nita. Co cing O’Neil ding lai & noi hai con dlIC)’l:lg mon tach ra. Travis nhiéu kha ning da chon mdt vi & day cay cbimoc
rat day, nhiéu chd khong thé di qua ndi. O’Neil im king chi vé phia trai, sau d6 vé phia phai va nhudéng mot bén may lén.

Chéng khéc gi trd tung dong xu, c6 thim nghi, buc boi va cam thiy bat an vi phai tach khoi O’Neil. C6 hét hiam vé phia trai.
Ho bit dau than trong tién budc theo con dudng da dinh ctia mbi ngurdi.

Dance dang di chuyén qua gitra céc bui cAy, thim nghi minh khong thich hop dé sam vai nity dén mirc ndo. Thé gidi ciia co 1a thé gii ciia tir ngir, bicu
cam va nhitng sac thai trong ctr chi. Khong phai I nghiép vu thuc dia nhur Iic nay.

C6 biét ngudi ta c6 thé bi thurong, bi chét nhur thé ndo khi bude chin ra khoi mbi trudng quen thude. Mot linh cam chéing lanh lan khéip co thé 6.
Ding lai, ¢6 tu nhu. Tim Michael, quay lai xe va doi tang vién.

Qua mudn.

Ngay lic do Dance nghe thiy tiéng loat soat & dudi chéan, c¢6 dira it nhin xuong vira kip dé thiy cau thiéu nién, nap trong bui cay ngay bén canh, vira
phimodt canh cdy to vé phia c6. Canh cdy dap théing vao ban chan trong khi ¢6 c6 ging nhay qua n6. Dance ning né nhio xubng, xoay ngudi, cb By
théing bang dé khoi nga.

Hanh dong d6 am cd tay ¢6 mit kiém soét.

Va giy ra mdt hiu qua nita: Khau Glock mau den vubng thanh séc canh tudt khoi ban tay Dance va bién mét trong bui rim.

Chi méy gidy sau, Dance nghe thiy tiéng loat soat vang lén lin nira trong cac bui cdy khi cau nhc, hién nhién da doi dé chéic chén 6 chi c6 mot minh dé
xOng ra.

*

Thét bét can, Michael O’Neil buc boi nghi.
Anh dang chay theo hudng vang Ién tiéng kéu ctia Dance, nhung rdi nhan ra minh khong hé biét c6 dang & dau.

Péng 1§ ho phéi ¢ canh nhau. That bét can khi tach & ra. Phai, quyét dinh d6 hoan toan 6 1y dé c6 thé ling soat dugc t6i da dién tich xung quanh, nhung
d6 1a khi anh da trai qua vai cude dau sing va doi lan ruot duoi trén duong pho, con Kathryn Dance khong hé ¢6 chitt kinh nghiém nao.

Néu co6 chuyén gi xdy dén vdi co...

Phia xa, tiéng coi hi vang én 11’61 lic mdt to. Tang vién dang t6i gan. O’ Neil bude cham lai, can thin Fing nghe. Duong nhur vira c6 tiéng loat soat trong
may bui cay ké bén. Ciing c6 the 1a khong,

Cang bat céq hon nira khi Travis hén biét 6 khu vire ndy nhur trong long ban tay. Pay 13 san sau nha cau ta, theo diing nghiia den. Cau nhoc biét ¢6 thé
tron ¢ dau, can tau thoat theo con dudng nao.

Khau stng, nhe nhur khong trong ban tay to 1on, chia ra phia trde miii O’Neil trong lic anh tim kiém ké tn cong.

That dién 1d.



Ngudi thanh tra tién Ién phia trurde thém sau mét nita. Cudi cling dénh bao kén tiéng, “Kathryn?”” anh kh& goi.

Khong c6 cau tra 1oi.

Anh goi [6n hon, “Kathryn?”

Gi6 thdi 3o xao qua cac thin cdy va bui cdy.

“Michael, ¢ day!” mot am thanh tac nghen. Tir gﬁm do, O’Neil héi ha chay vé phia phat ra tiéng g0i ctia Dance cho dén khi thiy c6 phia trude, noi 16i
mon, dang quy trén dau gdi va chbng hai tay. Pau ¢6 i gim xudng. Anh nghe thiy tiéng the' dc. Dance c6 bi thuwong khong? Liéu co phéi Travis da
ding mot éng tuyp danh c6 khong? Hay dam co bang dao?

ONeil phéi kimnén thoi thic mudn lao ngay dén chd Dance dé xem ¢6 bi thuong nghiém trong dén mirc néo. Ban thén hiu rd can phai im gi, anh chay
lai gan hon, dung canh c6, mat khong ngirng quan sat, quay nguoi tim kiem mdt myc tiéu.

Cudi cling, & cach d6 mdt quing, anh nhin thdy bong lung Travis dang khuét dan.

“N6 chay 16i,” Dance n6i, nhét sing tir trong mdt bui rimra va dimg day. “Theo hudng do.”

“C6 ¢6 bi thuong khong?”

“Chi bi dau thoi.”

Qua thyc trong Dance c6 vé:* khong bi ton thurong g, nhung ¢6 dang phui bui At bam trén trang phyc theo mdt cach khong kh~()i lamanh dy ndy. C6
dang ¢4 ve bi chan dong, mat phuong huéng dén mirc bat thudng. Anh cling kho long trach dugc ¢6. Song Kathryn Dance van luon 1 mdt cho dua
virng chic anh c6 thé trong cdy, I thude do dé anh dénh gia cach tmg xir ctia chinh minh. Hanh dong cta c6 nhéc anh nhé ring & ddy ho dang vuot ra
ngoai finh vire quen thudc ctia minh, ring vu 4n ndy khong phai ki mdt vu thanh toan bang dang dién hinh hay mdt nhom budn lu vii khi doc tuyén Xa 1§
Lién bang 101.

“Chuyén gi xay ra vay?” O Neil hoi.

“C4u ta d4nh toi, i bo chay. Michael, cau nhdc ndy khong phai ki Travis.”

“Caig?”

“Toi da thoding nhin thiy cu ta. Cu ta téc vang” Dance nhéin mit nhin mot vét rach trén véy, dimg viéc chinh don trang phyc. C6 bat dau quan sat méit
d4t. “Cau nhoc da danh roi thir gi do... O, kia 1. C6 nhat vat d6 én. Mot hop son xit.

“Tét ca chuyén ndy [ cai quéi gi viy?” O’Neil lén tiéng.
Dance dut siing vao bao dung bén hong va quay trd lai phia ngdi nha. “Ching ta hily di tim hiéu xem.”

Ca hai quay lai cn hd ctia gia dinh Brigham cting lic v6i doi tang vién - hai xe tuAn canh ctia canh st thanh phd Pacific Grove. La cur dan lau nim,
Dance biét 18 cac nhan vién canh sat & ddy va vay tay chao.

Bon ho tién dén bén c6 va O’Neil.
“Khong sao chir, Kathryn?” mt nguoi canh sat hoi khi trong thiy mai toc r6i tung va b vay dinh day bui dat ctia ¢o.
“Onca.”

Nir diic vu twong thuat cho ho biét v& vu tn cong va cude truy dubi. Mot nguoi canh sat ding chiéc bd dam hiéu Motorola dang deo trén vai dé béo
cao lai s viéc.

Dance va O’Neil vira ti tru6e nha thi giong mit phu nit vang Ién tir bén trong, “Céc vi ¢o bit duoc nd khong?” Canh cira mo toang, ngudi ndi budc ra
dimg trén ngudng cira. Ba ta ¢6 than hinh ddy dn va khu6n mit tron vanh vanh, Dance dodn ba ta chimg ngoai bén nuroi. Ba ta mic mot chiéc quan
jean réch ta toi va mdt cai 4o so mi xdm nhau nhi v6i vét & mau tam giac & bung. Kathryn Dance nhén thiy doi gidy dé mém mau kem ctia ngudi phu nit
da tré nén méo mo tréc son tham hai vi phai chiu dung strc ndng ctia chii nhan. Va ca sy thd o nita.

Dance va O’Neil lin luot tu gi6i thiéu. Nguoi phy nit t€n 13 Sonia Brigham, 1a me Travis.

“Céc vi 6 bat dugc nd khong?” ba ta khing khéiing hoi.

“Ba co biét cau thiéu nién d6 1 ai khong, tai sao ciu ta lai tin cong ching toi?”

“Khong phai 16 tAn cong cac ngudi,” Sonia n6i. “Co khi thing nhéc d6 con chéng thiy cac ngudi nita. N6 dang nhdm vao céc cira s6. Bon ching d
ném v ba miéng kinh ro1.”



M6t nguoi canh sat Pacific Grove giai thich, “Gia dinh Brigham gin day da trd thanh muc tiéu tin cng phé hoai.”
“Ba ndi l “thdng nhoe”,” Dance hoi. “Ba biét cau ta 14 ai cha?”

“Théng d6 thi khong, Ching ¢ ca mdt d4m.”

‘Mot ddmu?” O Neil ngac nhién.

“Ching lién tyc mo dén. Némda, ném gach, son v& linh tinh Ién trong va nha dé xe. D6 1a tinh canh chiing t6i phai chiu dung ” Mot cai phay tay khinh bi,
¢6 vé 13 vé phia ké pha hoai d bién mit. “Sau khi thién ha bat dau ndi nhitng 101 xiu xa vé Travis. Hom tru6c, 6 dira némca hon gach qua cira s0
phong khach, thleq chit nita tring con trai it ctia toi. Va nhin xem.” Ba ta chi vao mdt tir viét nguéch ngoac bang son xit méu xanh luc trén vich mdt nha
kho 16n xi€u veo nam & goc san bén canh gian chinh, cach d6 chirg murdi mmet.

KILL3R[1]!

[1. Killer: K& sat nhan. ]

Ngon tir teen, Dance thdm ghi nhan.

Dance dua hdp son xit cho mdt nhin vién canh sat Pacific Grove, anh ndy ni ho s€ diéq tra thém vé n6. C6 md ta lai cau thiéu nién trong cd vé 1a mot
trong sO nam trdm hoc sinh trung hoc cua khu vac nay. Hai ngurdi canh sat 1ap mot ban Iay 161 khai tir ca Dance va O’Neil, cling nhur tir me Travis, sau

d6 quay lai xe ctia ho vara ve.

“Chiing dang san king con trai t6i. Con thing bé chang hé lam gi ca! Chuyén nay cung giong nhur ¢4m Ku Klux Klan[2] chét tiét vay! Hon gach d6 thidu
chit nita d tring Sammy. Thing bé c6 chiit ric réi. N6 ndi dién. Timng c6 tién an.”

[2. Khoi diu 1a tén goi mot t6 chirc cyc hitu phan biét ching toc phét trién manh & mién nam Hoa K3 vao thoi ky sau ndi chién. Phong trao ndy ling
xubng vao cubi nhitng nam 1871, sau d6 ¢6 hai trio ru cue hivu ciing sir dung danh xung ndy, hinh thanh vao nhitng néim 1920 va sau thé chién thir ha.]

Céc Thién Than Bao Thiy, Dance nhé lai. Hanh dong bét nat khong con dién ra trén mang niva ma da chuyén tir thé giéi do sang thé gi6i thue.

Mt cdu nhéc tudi vi thanh nién c6 khudn mit tron tria xuat hién trén ngudng ctra. Nu cudi canh gide lim cdu ta trong o6 vé chim chap, song di mit
duong nhu hiéu rd moi chuyén khi céu nhin thay hai nguoi. “Cé chuyén gi the, c6 chuyén gi thé?” giong ctia cau bé rat gap gap.

“Khong sao ¢4, Sammy. Quay vao trong di. V& phong ctia con ngay di.”
“Ho 1a ai vay?”

“Quay lai phong ctia con di. O yén trong d6. Pimg c6 ra chd céi ao nira.”
“Con mu6n dén chd caiao.”

“Khong phéi bay giov. Pang c6 ai do ¢ ngoai ddy.”

Cau thiéu nién thong thé trd vao trong nha.

Michael O*Neil Ién tiéng, “Ba Brigham, tdi qua vira co mdt tdi 4¢ xay ra, mdt vu muru sat. Nan nhan 1 ngudi timg diing bai binh uan chdng lai Travis
trén mot blog.”

“A, mG rac rudi ctia lio Chilton d6!”” Sonia nhd nurée bot qua hai ham rang vang xin d b o hoa con nhanh hon ca khuon mit ctia ba ta. “Chinh dng
rac ay da khoi mao tat ca. Pang ra ai d6 nén ném gach vao cira s6 nha ldo ta. Bay gio thi dan tinh xim lai hanh con trai toi. Va thang bé chang lam gi het.
Tai sao ai cling nghi n6 da lam chuyén xau? Bon ho noi thang bé By trom xe ctia me ti va lii dén cho ngon Hai Bang, nhw nhitng gi cac ngudi nghe thay,
vach ctia quy ra. The day, me 61 d3 ban xe ctia ba ay bon nam trurde 161 Toan bd moi thir bon ho biét 1a the day.”

Saumdt hoi dai, Sonia chot nghi ngoi gi d6 va lién chuyén sang canh gidc. “O, doi da, ¢6 phéi ki ¢b gii trong cdp xe, suyt nita bi chét dudi khong?”
“Diing thé.”

“Dugc im, t6i s& n6i cho céc ngudi biét ngay bay gios, con trai toi khong bao gio' im chuyén gi nhur thé. Toi thé voi Chiia! Cac ngwoi khong dinh bét no
dAy chir?” ba ta c6 vé hoang hdt.

Dance tur nhit: C phai qua hoang hdt khong? C6 phai ba ta thire sur dang nghi ngd con trai minh?
“Ching t6i chi mudn ndi chuyén voi cau 4y thoi”
Ba ta dot nhién trd nén bdi réi. “Chdng t6i khong c6 nha.”

“Chi minh ba ciiing durgc r6i. Khong can thiét phai dii mét ca bd An me,” nhung Dance c6 thé thiy van dé 1a nguoi phu nir nay khong mudn ganh trach



nhiém.

“A, va lai Travis ciing khong c6 day.”

“Con trai ba s& s6m quay vé chir?”

“N6 lam viée ban thoi gian & Bagel Express[3] dé kiém tién tiéu vit. Ciing sip dén ca lam ciia n6 rdi. Thing bé s& phéi quay vé ddy dé thay dong phuc.”
[3. Tén mdt hé thong nha hang ban d6 an nhanh. ]

“Hién tai cau éy dang & dau?”

Sonia nhtn vai. “Doi khi nd dén trung tAm trd choi dién tir.” Ba ta chot im bat, c6 1& dang nghi tdt hon khong nén noi gi ca. “Chong toi sip quay vé roi.”
Dance chil y dén am sic ma Sonia str dung dé ndi ra hai tir “Chdng to7”.

“Tbi qua Travis c6 ra khoi nha khong? Vo khoang nira dém?”

“Khong,” cau tré 16i duge dua ra qua nhanh.

“Ba chéc chir?” Dance hoi Vi giong kien quyét. Sonia thé hién vé kho chiu khi déo it nhin di hudng khac va khong ngimg dura tay 1én, cham vio mii,
mot ctr chi Dance khong he thay trude do.

Sonia nubt khan. “C6 18 n6 da ¢ day. Toi khong biét chinh xac. Toi qua t6i ngl sém. Travis thirc dén tan gin sang. Ciing ¢6 thé n6 da ra ngoai. Nhung
t01 khong nghe thay gi hét.”

“Thé con chdng ba?”

C6 da nhan thiy 4m séc khac la trong cAu ndi ctia ba ta khi nhéic dén gior di ngd ctia minh. “Ong Ay ¢6 nha vao khoang thoi gian d6 khong?”

“Thinh thoang chdng t6i c6 choi poker. Toi nghi lic d6 ng Ay dang ngdi song.”

O’Neil Ién tiéng, “Chiing t6i thure sy can phéi... ”

Céundi cta anh nglmg lai gitta chimg vi mot cau con trai tudi vi thanh nién cao 1énh khénh giy £0, vai rong, hai chin dang ra, xuat hién phia ngoai san
canh nha. Chiéc quin jean den ctia cdu ta da bac phéch, dé 16 nhitng vét miu xam, va mot chiéc 4o khodc quéin dyng miu 6 lu dugce khoac bén ngoai
ch;ec ao m,mau den. Dal?ce thay nd khong c6 mii trum dAu. Cau thiéu nién dot ngodt dirng lai, ngac nhién chép ‘matt nhin cac vi khagh Thém mdt c4i liéc
it vé chiec xe khong so hiéu ctia CBI, mdt vat the bat ky ai da tirng xem qua mdt bo phim truyén hinh nao vé canh sat dugc chiéu trén tivi trong muoi

nidm qua déu c6 thé biét.

Dance nhan ra trong ctt chi va thai do c1:1a cau ta, thir phan xa dién hinh ctia mdt nguoi vira nhin thfiy huc luong thyre thi phap ludt, cho dit minh ¢6 t6i hay
khong: Than trong... va vdi vang can nhic.

“Travis, con yéu, lai day nao.”

Cau thiéu nién van dtmg nguyén & chd ctia minh, Dance cam thdy O’Neil dang cang nguoi én.

Song ho khong can dén mdt cude dudi bét thir hai. Khong dé 16 bat cir cam xiic ndo, cau thiéu nién budng thong hai vai xudng va budc t6i chd ho.
“Hai nguoi ndy 1 canh sat,” Sonia néi, “Ho ¢6 chuyén muén ndi véi con.”

“Con ciing doan thé. V& chuyén gi vay?” giong n6i dAy vé hitng hd; binh than. Cau ta budng thdng hai canh tay lo kg bén swon. Hai ban tay cau ta déu
bén, c4c mong tay cau ghét. Déu vay, méi toc cau ta duong nhur lai vira duoe gdi. Dance doan ciu ta im chuyén nay thurdng xuyén dé chién du voi
d&m mun trimg ca lan day trén khuon nit.

Dance va O’Neil én tiéng chao Travis va dura thé cong vu ctia ho ra. C4u ta chim chi nhin ching hdi u. Bé cau gioy ching? Dance tyr hoi.

“Da c6 mot thing dén déy,” Sonia n6i voi con trai ba, hit ham vé phia chir viét bang son xit. “Va ném vo thém my khung kinh ctra sb nita.”

Travis khong thé hién cam xtic ndo trude tin tirc vira nhan dugc tir me. Cau ta hoi, “Sammy thé nao?”

"N6 khong thiy gi.”

O’Neil Ién tiéng, “Cau khong phién néu ching ta vao trong nha chir?”

C4u thiéu nién nhin vai, va ho budc vao mot gian phong ndng mii &m mic va khéi thude 1. Trong nha ngiin ndp nhung day bui ban. Cac mon ndi thét

ching c6 gi twong Eié)ng duong nhur déu 1a d6 ci, témﬂvéi’boc dém ghé da mon va nhing chan ban da tréc véc ni. Nhimg birc anh 61 md treo day trén
céc burc tuong, phan 16n 14 anh trang tri. Dance c6 thé thay mdt phan biu tuong cua tap chi National Geographic[4] ngay duéi khung mdt birc anh



Venice. C vai burc chyp gia dinh. Hai céu con trai, va mdt hai birc ctia Sonia khi ba ta con tré.

[4. Tap chi ctia Hoi dia Iy Quc gia My.]

Sammy xut hién, hét nhu e trude, tron tria, bude di thit nhanh, cudi hét ¢.

“Travis!” cau ta chay vut toi chd anh minh. “Anh mang keo vé cho em cha?”

“Ctia may ddy.” Travis tho tay vao tii Ay mdt g6i M&M[5] dua cho dira em

[5. Mot loai keo s6 ¢0 la]

“Hoan ho!”” Sammy c4n than md gbi keo ra, nhin vao trong, Sau d6 dua mit nhin anh trai. “Ao hom nay rét tuyét.”

“That thé a7”

“Véng,” Sammy quay lai phong, cim chit gdi keo trong tay.

Travis n6i, “Trong né khong 6n im N6 da ubng thudc chura?”

Me céu ta dura mét nhin di chd khéc. “Thude...”

“B6 khong mua tiép vi gia thude tang, Ping thé khong?”

“B6 con khéng nghii nhitng vién thude do gitp duroc gi nhidu.”

“Ching rat ¢ ich, me. Me biét em con trd thanh thé nao khi nd khong udng thube con gi.”

Dance liéc mit nhin vao phong Sammy va thiy trén ban cuia cdu nhoc bay de‘i}( nhimng linh kién dién ttr phire tap, cac céy kién may tinh va dung cy, cling
v6i nhitng m6n do choi danh cho nhing dira tré nho twoi hon nhicu. Cau ta ngbi thdng vai trén chice ghe va doc mdt cudn truyén tranh Nhét Ban. Sammy
ngude mat Ién nhin chdm chi vé phia Dance nhu muon tim hiéu ¢6. Cau ta hoi mim curdi va hat ham vé phia quyén truyén. Dance mim cuoi dap lai ctr chi
bi an d6. Cau ta quay lai doc truyén. Boi modi map may.

Co con de y thay trén mdt céi ban dai c6 mdt gio dyng do giit chit ddy quan do. C6 g5 nhe én canh tay O’ Neil va dua miit v phia mdt chiéc 40 ni miu
xam dé trén cting. DS 1a mdt chiéc 4o cd mil trum dau.

O’Neil git dau.

“Em cam thiy thé n0?”” Dance hoi. “Sau vy tai nan ay?”
“On thoi, em doan 1 vay.”

“Hén phai khing khiép Bm.”

“Ving.”

“Nhung em khong bi thirong nang?”

“Khong thire su. Nho tti khi, chi biét déy. Va em ciing dau c6 di qua nhanh. .. Trish va Van,” cau thiéu nién cau mat. “Néu hai ban éy thét day an toan,
chac ciing khong sao.”

Sonia nhéc lai, “B thiing bé c6 thé v& bt cir lic ndo.”

O’Neil tiép tuc n6i voi giong déu déu, “Chi vai cdu hoi thoi.” Sau do anh ki tré ra goc phong khach, nhurdng viée dat cau hoi lai cho Dance.

Nit ddc vu bt dau, “Em dang hoc 16p may?”

“Em vira hoc xong nam dau trung hoc.”

“Truong Robert Louis Stevenson, dung khong?”’

“Vang.”

“Em dang hoc gi?”

“Em khong biét nita, nhiéu thir. Em thich Cong nghé mdy tinh va Todn, tiéng Tay Ban Nha. Chi biét ddy, chi i nhimg mdn moi ngudi déu hoc. ”

“Truong Stevenson theé nao?”’



“Ciing 6n. Tét hon Monterey Public hay Junipero,” c4u ta dang tra 1i chén thanh, mt nhin thing vao mit co.

O truwong Junipera Serra, hoc sinh bibudc phai niic ddng phuc. Dance doan quy dinh v trang phuc, con hon cé ndi quy trén mirc nghiém khéic kiéu
Jesuit[6] va nhitng gio lam bai tap vé nha dai dang dic, 1a thir bi ghét nhat vé ngbi trudng ndy.

[6. Nguoi theo dao Thién Chua. ]

“Thé con cac bang nhom thi sa0?”

“N6 khong tham gia bang nhom ndo c,” ba me ngit Ioi. Vai giong gan nhur thé wéc gi con trai ba Bm diéu do.
Tuy nhién tit ca déu tang 1 ba.

“Khong dén ndi t8,” Travis dap. “Ho dé bon em yén. Khong giéng ¢ Salinas.”

Muc dich cta nhimg cau hoi d6 khong phéi la xa giao. Dance dang dwa ra ching dé xac dinh vach ranh g0 phan tmg ca cau ta. Sau vai phit voi nhing
cau hoi vo thurong vo phat, Dance da ¢ cam nhan rd rét vé& cach xir sur clia ciu ta & trang théi khong ndi dbi. Bay gio c6 da sin sang dé hoi vé wu tin

cong.
“Travis, em biét Tammy Foster dting khong?”

“C6 gai trong cop xe. Chuyén d6 xuét hién sudt trén cac ban tin. Ban 4y ciing hoc & Stevenson. Bon em chura timg néi chuyén hay ¢6 gi khac. C6 thé ca
hai da cung hoc chung I6p ndm dau vao trudng,” Travis nhin thang vao mat Dance. Ban tay thinh thoang lai vuot qua trén miit nhung c6 khong dam chac
d6 ¢6 phai la mot ctr chi che chén, dong nghia v6i n6i doi hay khong, hoac d6 chi la do ciu ta xau ho vi trimg c4. “Ban 4y ¢6 viet vai thir vé em trén Ban
tin Chilton. Nhitng diéu d6 khong ding.”

“C6 bé da néi gi?”” Dance héi, cho dii ¢6 van con nhé bai binh luan ké lai chuyén cau nhoc dinh chyp anh phong thay dd ctia ddmcon gai sau khi doi
hoat ndo vién luyén tap.

Travis ngin ng, nhu the tur hoi liéu c6 phai ngudi canh sét dang ¢ gidng bay minh hay khong. “Ban 4y néi em da chup anh. Chi biét ddy, dam con gai.”
Khudn mit cau ta t6i sim lai. “Nhung lic d6 em chi dang ding dién thoai, dé ni chuyén.”

“Thét d4y,” ba me chen ngang. “Bob sip vé nha bt cir lic ndo. Toi nghi nén doi thi hon.”

Nhung Dance cam thiy mot con thdi thiic giue ¢d tiép tuc. C6 biét chic néu Sonia mubn doi chong ba vé, chic chin dng chong s& lim cude thim van
cham hét mdt cach nhanh chéng.

Travis hoi, “Ban 4y s& 6n chir? Tammy 4y?”
“Cové lathé.”

Cau ta liéc mét nhin chiéc ban ca phé siit seo, noi co ‘dé mdt cai gat tan trong rong nhung & ban. Dance khong nghil 6 timg nhin thy cai gat tan nio
trong mot phong khach tir nhi€u nam qua. “Chi cho rang em da lam chuyén d6? Tim cach san ing ban ay?”

Do mit den ctia cau ta nam that sau dudi doi 16ng méy, d6n nhan ci nhin ctia ¢6 thit dé dang lam sao.

“Khéng, bon chi chi dang hoi chuyén tit ca nhitng nguoi c6 thé biét thong tin vé tinh hinh.”

“Tinh hinh?”” c4u ta hoi

“Tbi qua em da & dau? Vao liic gitta mudi mdt gio va mot gio?”

Thém mdt cai vudt toc nita. “Em dén chd Game Shed khoang murdi gidr ba muroi.”

“D6 14 noi ndo vay?”

“La chd chi c6 thé choi dién tir. Giong nhu noi dit méy choi xéng y. Thinh thoéng em ciing hay t6i d6 choi. Chi biét né & dau khong? O canh Kinko’s.
Cho ay ngay trude la mot rap chiéu phim cii nhung da bi pha di, va nguoi ta dung thir nay 1én. Cho ay cting khong phai hang nhat, duong truyén khong
tot lam, nhung lai 1a chd duy nhat md ctra mudn.”

Dance nhan thiy d4u hiéu n6i lan man dai dong. C6 hoi, “Em chi ¢6 mdt minh 4?7

“A, irm, & d6 con nhing dira khéac nita. Nhung em da choi mot minh.”

“Me ctr nghii con da & nha,” Sonia noi.

Travis nhin vai. “Liic trude thi co. Sau d6 con ra ngoai. Con khong nga duoc.”



“O Game Shed em c¢6 vao mang khong?” Dance hoi.
“Um, khong. Em choi pinball[7], khong phai RPG[8].”
[7. Trod choi ding cn gat bin bong vao dich dé ghi diém ]
[8. Viét tt ctia role-playing game: Trod choi nhdp vai]
“Khong phai gi co?”

“Tro choi nhap vai. D¢ choi bin sing, pinball va l4i xe, chi khong can phéi vao mang,” Travis gii thich mdt cach kién nhan, cho dit dudng nhur cau ta rét
ngac nhién vé chuyén cd khong bict sy khac biét.

“Vay Ia emkhong vao mang?”

“Thi d6 la nhitng gi em dang n6i ma.”

“Con da ¢ do6 bao 1au?” ba me tham gia vao.

“Con khong biét, mbt hoac hai gio.”

“May thir trd choi d6 tn bao nhiéu? Nam muroi cent[9] hay mdt do la cho vai ba phit ha?”

[9. 1cent=1/100 d0 la]

Vay ra d6 11 mdi ban tim ctia Sonia. Tién.

“Néu me choi £i01, n6 s& cho me tiép tuc choi. Ca t&i con mét ba d6 la. Con ding tién con kiém duoc. Con ciling nua it dd an va hai lon Red Bull[10].”
[10. Tén mdt loai nude ubng tang hre.]

“Travis, em c6 thé nhé ra ai d6 nhin thdy em tai chd 4y khong?”

“Em khong biét. C6 thé. Em can phai nghi vé& chuyén do.” Poi mit cdu ta nhin chim chim xudng san.

“Tét. Va em vé nha ltc nio?”

“Mot gioy ba muroi. C6 thé 1 hai gio. Em khong biét.”

C6 hoi thém nhidu céu~ hoi v ti thir Hai, sau ds vé truong hoc va ban hoc cta Travis. Co van chua thé di dén két uan liéu c6 phéi f)élu ta dang’n(')i that
hay khong, vi Travis van chura dao dong nhiéu khoi vach ranh gioi cta ciu ta. C6 lai nghi t6i nhiing gi Jon Boling da n6i véi ¢6 vé the giéi ao. Néu tam tri
Travis van dé ca trong d6, chir khong phai ¢ the gi6i thire, viée phan tich vach ranh gii ¢6 the s& 1a vo ich. C6 1€ nhitng ngudi nhur Travis Brigham tuong
Ung voi mot tap hop nhitng quy tac hoan toan khac.

R&i dot nhién, doi mit ba me liéc vé phia cira ra vao. Ca cdu con trai cling vay.

Dance va O’Neil quay lai, nhin thay mot nguoi dan 6ng to con bude vao, cao Ion, vam va. Qng ta mic 40 lién quin ctia cong nhan dinh 515?1}{ Vét bén,’ trén
nguc 4o théu dong chit “Thang canh bo bién Trung tin”. Ngwoi dan 6ng chim rai quan sat tat ca moi ngudi cd mat trong phong, Doi mat toi sam, bat
dong, thu dich dudi mai toc day mau nau.

“Bob, day [a canh sat...”

“Bon ho khong phai dén day mang theo thong cao danh cho bao hiém ddy chi?”

“Khoéng, ho...”

“Céc nguoi ¢ 1énh kham nha khong?”

“Ho dén day dé...”

“T6i dang n6i chuyén véi ¢o ta,” ong ta hat ham vé phia Dance.

“T6i 1z diic vu Dance tai Cuc Diéu tra California,” ¢d dL{a ra tAmthé cong vu Ong ta ch:img budn nhin dén. “Va day 1a thanh tra O’Neil, S& Canh sat hat
Monterey. Chiing t61 dang hdi con trai dng vai cau hoi vé mot toi ac.”

“Chéng c6 i 4¢ ndo hét. P 1 mdt vy tai nan. Tat ca nhitng gi d xay ra chi c6 thé.”



“Ching t6i dén day vi mdt vu viée khac. Mot ngudi timg déng bai binh luan vé Travis d4 bi tin cong.”

“A, céi blog thdi tha do,” ngudi dan ong gim Ién. “Ga Chilton d6 1 mot mdi nguy cho xa hoi. Han nhu mdt con rin doc chét tiét.”

Ong ta quay sang ba vg. “Toey, & dudi bén tau, ti thiéu chit nita da va vao mOm héin vi nhitng gi héin n6i vé t0i. Xii giye nhirmg dira nhéc khéc. Chivi
t6i 1 bo thang bé. Chimg khong chiu doc bao, ching khong doc Newsweek. Nhung ching lai doc thir rac rudi ctia Chilton. Aido6 can phai...” giong 6ng
ta ha xuong, Ong ta quay vé phia cau con trai. “Tao da néi voi may dimg c6 16i 101 nao voi bt cir ai néu ching ta khong c6 mot ludt swr. Co ding tao da
bao may thé khong nao? May n6i mot diéu ngu| ngde véi ddi turong khong nén ndi, va ching ta bi kién cao. Bon ching cudp di ngdinha va nira tim séc
tra hrong ciia tao trong sudt phan doi con lai.” Ong ta ha giong. “Va em trai miy chui vio mdt ngdi nha.”

“Ong Brigham, ching t6i khong dén day vi vu tai nan,” O’Neil nhéic nhd 6ng ta. “Ching t6i dang diéu tra vu tAn cong t5i hom qua.”

“Pau c6 khac gi, phai khong ndo? Moi thir van bi ghi lai va dua vao hd so.”

Ong ta c6 vé quan ngai vé trach nhiém véi vy tai nan hon kh néing cAu con trai c6 thé bi bit vi muru toan giét nguoi.

Hoan toan tang 1o hai nguoi canh sat, ong chi nha n6i vdi ba vo, “Sao ¢6 lai cho bon ho vao? By dau phai I nude Bure thoi Qudc x4, van chura dau.
C6 c6 thé bao bon ho cuodn xéo di.”

“Emnghi...”

“Khong, ¢6 khong hé. C6 chiing nghif gi hét,” ong ta quay sang O’Neil, “Bay gio, t6i s& yéu cau cac ngudi rdi khoi ddy. Va néu cac ngudi quay lai, t6t
hon nén cam theo 1énh kham xét.”

“BS!” Sammy reo Ién, lao tir trong phong ciia cau bé ra, im Dance giat minh. “N6 chay rdi! Con muén cho bd xem!” cau bé dang cam trén tay mot
bang mach vai ddy noi tua tia ra ngoai.

Vé coc cin ctia Brigham bién mit ngay Iap tirc. Ong ta 6m Ay d(ra con trai Ut va diu dang n6i, “Chiing ta s& xem né sau nhé, sau khi an t6i.”
Dance quan sat doi mét Travis, Iic ndy dang siing lai trude cir chi thé hién tinh cam danh cho em trai cau ta.

“Tt thoi,” Sammy do du, sau d6 ra ngodi qua cira sau va néing né gidm chin budc theo 16i di huéng vé phia nha kho.

“Pumg di xa ddy con,” Sonia goi véi theo.

Dance nhan thiy b ta Van chua n6i gi véi ong chong vé nhing hanh dong pha hoai vira m6i xay ra. Sonia so' phai ndira tin xau. Tuy thé, b ta van n6i vé
Sammy, “C6 I& n6 nén tiép tuc ubng thude.” Doi mit nhin vé& moi hudng trir 6ng chong,

“May vién thube d6 chi | mdt trd dot tién, voi gia ctia ching, Ma chiing 18 ¢6 khong budn nghe t6i ndi sao? Ma dé lam gi chir, néu né & nha subt ngay?”
“Nhung né déu c6 ¢ nha sudt ngiy. Do...”

“Vi Travis khong chiu trong coi thing bé nhu n can.”

Travis dimg dung Fing nghe, khong chit cam xiic trrde i trach moc.

O’Neil ni véi Bob Brigham, “MOot ti 4c nghiém trong di dién ra. Chiing toi cAn ndi chuyén v6i tit ca nhitng ai c6 kha ning lién quan. Va con trai ong
¢0 lién quan. Ong c6 the xac nhan cau ay da & Game Shed t6i qua khong?”’

“Toi ra ngoai. Nhung d6 khong phai chuyén ctia cac ngudi. Va hiy nghe day, con trai tdi khong dinh dang gi dén bét cir vu tan cong nao het Viéc cac
nguoi nan na ¢ day 1a xAmnhdp tu gia, phai khong nao?”’ Ong ta nhurdng mot bén long may ram [én trong lic cham mot diéu thube 14, vay tit que diém
va ném né roi chinh x4c vao gat tan. “Con may,” 6ng ta git 1én voi Travis. “May sip mudn am rdi ddy.”

Cau ta di vao phong cuia minh.

Dance ngao ngin thét vong. Céu ta chinh & ddi twong nghi vén hing dau ctia ho, nhung c6 chi don gian k khong thé doan biét dugc nhing gi dang dién
ra trong dau Travis.

Travis quay trd ra, cAm theo mot chiéc 40 khoac déng phuc ké soc mau ndu va be dang treo vao mic 40. Cau ta cudn nd lai va nhét vao trong ba 16.
“Khong,” Brigham git Ién. “Me may da I n6 tir t&. Mic nd vio ngudi. Dimg ¢6 vo vién né lai nhur thé.”
“Con khéng muén mic n6 bay gio.”

“Hay thé hién chut ton trong voi me miy, sau tat ca nhitng g ba dy da hm.”

‘Do Ia mot tiém banh. Ai ban tam chir?”’



“Vén dé khong phai & d6. Mic cdi 40 vao. Lamnhu tao bao.”
Cau con trai cimg ngudi lai. Dance gAp gip trong timg hoi th khi nhin thay khu6n mit Travis. Mt md to, vai gdng Ién. DOi mdi cau ta co lai nhur mbt

con vat dang nhe ring. Travis gim Ién v6i 6ng bd, “D6 1 mdt cai 4o ddng phuc ngu ngde méc dich. Con méc no trén phd va bon ching cudi vao mit
con!”

Ong bd cii ngudi ra trude. “Dimg gidr giong d6 ra véi tao, va tuyét dbi khong lam thé trrde mit nguoi khac!”
“Con d4 bi ché nhao thé i di1 rdi. Con s& khong miic né! B khong ¢ chit thiu hiéu chét tiét nao hét!”

Dance thiy doi n’at cudng loan ctia Travis dao quanh phong va ding lai & cai gat tan, mot thir co thé dimg 1am vii khi. O’Neil ciing nhén ra diéu do6 va
cang ngudi lén, sin sang cho trudng hop mot cude au da no ra.

Cauta da tr¢ thanh mdt con ngudi hoan toan khac, bi con ph?m nd diéu khién.
Xu huréng bao e ¢ gidi tré hdu nhur ludn xuét phét tir phén nd, khong phai tir phim anh hay truyén hinh...

“Con chang 1am gi sai hét!” Travis gAm Ién, quay ngoét lai va lao qua cira trude, dong sam lai that manh. C4u ta hdi ha budc ra khoanh san bén hong
nha, vo lay chiéc xe dap dang dua vao mot hang rao do, dat xuong con dudng mon di xuyén qua vat rirng moc dm lay san sau.

“Con quy vi, xin cam on vi d3 lam hong ca ngay ctia ching t6i. Gid' cac nguoi hdly xéo di”

Vi nhitng 10i chao tam biét durge n6i ra bang giong déu déu, Dance va O’Neil quay ra phia cira, Sonia huréng anh nhin xin 16i dé dat vé phia ho. B
Travis sai chin budc vao trong beép. Dance nghe thay tieng ctra tt lanh mo 161 mot nap chai duoc bét ra.

Ra dén bén ngoai, ¢6 hoi, “Anh thé nio?”

“Khong dén ndi ¢, t0i nghi vay,” O’Neil ndi va gio' en mdt ménh nhé xiu mau xém. Anh da Fy n6 tir chiéc 4o ni trong gio do giit khi quay di dé Dance
thure hién tham van.

Ho ngdi xudng biang ghé trude chiée xe dia hinh ctia O’Neil. Hai canh cira cing dong thoi déng sap lai. “Toi s& dura mau soi vai cho Peter Bennington.”
Viée d6 khong duge phép vi ho khong c6 1énh kham nha, nhung it nhit n6 ciing c6 thé cho ho hay Travis i ddi twong nghi vAn nhiéu hay it.

“Néu trimg khop, s& cho theo ddi cau ta chir?”” ¢b hoi.

ONeil git dau. “Toi s& dimg lai & chd tiém banh. Néu xe dap cta cau ta dyng bén ngoai, 0i c6 thé iy mdt miu dét tir banh xe. Toi nghi quan toa s&
cho 1énh kham xét néu mau dat khép voi hién truong trén bai bién.”

Anh quay sang nhin Dance. ‘“Linh cama? C6 nghi cdu ta lam chuyén d6 khong?”

Dance ban khoan. “Tét ca nhitng gi ti c6 thé n6i 1 toi da nhén rd hai lan tin hiéu khong thanh tht.”
“Lic nao vay?”

“Lan d4u khi ciu ta n6i cau ta c6 mit & Game Shed t6i qua.”

“Con lan thir hai?”

“Khi cau ta noi khong lam gi sai ca.”

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Puong dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chuong 11

Dance quay vé vin phong ctia minh tai CBIL. C6 mim cudi v6i Jon Boling. Anh ta cudi chao lai, nhung sau d6 khudn niit trd nén nghiém nghi. Anh ta hét
ham vé phia man hinh may tinh ctia minh. “C6 thém bai binh uAn nita vé Travis trén Ban tin Chilton. Cong kich cdu ta. Va sau d6 1 nhimg bai khac, chi
trich nhitng ké tAn cong, Do thyre sy 1a mdt cude chién tranh nay lira. Va t6i biét c6 mudn giit bi mat moi lin hé gitta vy Cay thap tu ven duodng va vu
tAn cong, nhung c6 ai d6 da béi ra duogc.”

“Lamsao ¢6 thé cha?” Dance buc boi hoi.


http://ebookfull.net

Boling nhiin vai. Anh ta hat ham vao mdt bai viét méi duoc dang,

Tra 161 Chilton, do BrittanyM dang,

P4 ¢6 ai theo doi ban tin chira??? Ké ndo d6 da dé lai mdt cdy thap tir rdi xong di tAn cong ¢o kia. Tt ca chuyén ndy & g vay? OMG, t6i ddm cuoc d6
12 [nguoi ai xe]!

Nhirng bai viét tiép theo suy doan Tammy da bj Travis tin cong vi c6 bé da dang mot bai chi trich cau ta trén Ban tin Chilton. Va cau thiéu nién da tro
thanh “K¢é Sat nhan v6i Cay thap tu ven duong,” cho di Tammy van con sbng so.

“Tuyét voi. Ching ta ¢ giit bi mit vé nd nhung rdi lai bi mdt ¢ nhéc vi thanh nién tén 1 Brittany qua mt.”

“Co da gap cau ta chua?” Boling hoi.

RO

“C0 6 nghi cau ta Ia thu pham khong?”

“Toi ude gi c6 thé noi vy. Toi dang nghiéng vé gia thiét ndy,” c0 gii thich rang ban than minh rit khé nfm bt dugc Travis do cu ta duong nhu song
trong thé gioi a0 nhiéu hon  trong thyuc té, cauta dang che gidu ching bang ngdn ngit co thé ctia minh. “T6i cho ring c6 kha nhidu phén nd an chira & day.
Anh nghi sao vé mdt chuyén tan bo, Jon? T6i mudn anh gip mdt ngudi.”

Vai phit sau, ho ¢6 mit trude cira van phbng ctia Charles Overby. Lai dang n6i chuyén dién thoai, thir trang thai thirong nhét cuia 6ng ta. Charles ra hi¢u
moi Dance va Boling vao, véi mit cai liéc mat to mo danh cho vi gido su.

C6 phy trach trung tim gac may. “Bon ho da dura ra mdi lién hé, d4m bao chi. Bay gio cdu ta da trd thanh ‘Ké Sat Nhan voi Cay thap ty ven dudng ™
BrittanyM. ...

Dance ndi, “Charles, ddy I gio sur Jonathan Boling, Anh 4y dang gitp do ching ta”.

Ho bét tay dﬁy nhiét tinh. “Hién tai cau dang giang day sao? Ve Tinh vuc ndo vay?”

“May tinh.”

“P6 Ia chuyén nganh ctia cdu a? C4u c6 tham gia tur vin chir?” Overby dé nhirg cau hoi lo kg nhur mdt cai tau kron bing b balsa[ 1] trén dauba
ngudi trong khoanh khéc. Dance nhén ra 161 goi y bong gi6 danh cho ¢6 va dinh n6i Boling dang tinh nguyén danh thoi gian cta minh d€ giip dd, thi anh
161, “Chu yéu t6i giang day, nhung, ding thé, 16 c6 am chit it cong viée tur van, diac vu Overby. Thire te d6 1 cach t6i kiém phén lon thu nhap cua
minh. Anh biét d4y, lwong giang day gan nhu chang dang bao nhiéu. Nhung voi tur cach chuyén gia tu vén t6i ¢6 thé tinh phi ba trim mot gio.”

[1. Tén ctia mdt loai cdy thude ho Cam quy c6 ngudn gdc & Brazil. Bolivia va Mexico. G6 ctia loai cay ndy 14 loai nhe nhét, dwoc dimg nhidu trong cong
nghiép.]

“Ai cha,” Overby c6 vé sig so. “Theo giov. That thé sao?”

Boling giit nguyén khuén niit nghiém nghj trong sudt khoang thoi gian trude khi néi thém, “Nhung toi thuc sw thiy himg tha khi tinh nguyén giop do
nhig co quan nhir co quan cuia cac vi. Vithe, s€ chang c6 bat ky hoa don nao dugc giri dén dau.”

Dance gin nhur phéii cdn réng cén loi dé khoi bat cudi. C tin chic Boling c6 thé tr thanh mdt nha tim Iy hoc cir khoi, béi anh ta da doc durge tinh tinh
bun xin kho chiu ctia Overby chi trong ¢d muroi gidy, xoa diu nd r6i thém vao mdt cau pha trd dé danh cho ¢6. Dance bict the vi c6 1a khan gia duy nhat.

“Chuyén nay pét du tro nén dién 10 10i dy, Kathryn. Ching ta da nhn dugc vo §6 thong bao vé nhimng tén sat nhin king vang sau san nha. Vai nguoi
tham chi d3 n6 sting v¢ phia ké xAm nhdp, nghi rang d6 1a cau ta. A, lai co thém may bao cao nira vé nhitng cay thap tu.”

Dance gidt minh. “Lai nita sa0?”

Overby gio mjt ban tay lén. “Trong nhur tit ca ching déu i nhitng vat trong niém thit sw. DA c6 nhimg vy tai nan xay ra trong vai tudn qua. Khong co
cdy thdp tu ndo c6 ngay thang trong tuong lai ghi trén ching, Nhung bao chi dang lam riim beng cé Ién. Ngay ca canh nha bao & Sacramento ciing da

nghe duogc.”

Ong ta hit ham vé phia dién thoai, c6 vé dé 4m chi mdt cude goi tir sép 1on ctia ho - gidam ddc CBI. Tham chi c6 thé 1a sép ciia 6ng ta, Chuong Iy tiéu
bang,

“Vdy, chiing ta biét dugc nhing gi r6i?”



Dance ké cho nguol cép trén nghe vé Travis, nhirng bién cd xay ra tainha bb me cau ta, camnhin cta ¢d vé ciu ta. “Chéic chin a mdt dbi tuong dang
quan tim.”

“Nhung ¢6 da khong gidi ciu ta v&?”, Overby hoi.

“Khong c6 1y do chinh d4ng, Michael hién dang kiém tra mot s bang chimg hién vat cho thiy mbi lién hé giita ciu ta voi hién truong,”
“Va khong c6 d6i twong nghi vin nao khac?”

“Khong.™

“Lam thé quéi ndo ké giy ra chuyén nay lai c6 thé 1 mot dira nhéc, mot thing nhéi hron 1 loanh quanh trén chiéc xe dap chir?”

Dance budc phai chi ra cho ong ta thiy ring cic bang nhoém dia phuong, tap trung chu yéu & ndi thi Salinas va khu vire xung quanh, da m cu dan trong
ving kinh hoang tir nhiéu nim nay, khong it bang nhom trong s nay ¢ nhitng thanh vién tré hon Travis nhiéu.

Boling néi thém, “Cé mdt chi tiét chiing t6i da tim hleu duoc vé cau thiéu nién nay. Cu ta rét thich cdc trd choi dién tir. Nhitng thanh nién choi gioi nhimng
tro ndy hoc duoc nhitng ky ning chién d4u va bo trbn rét phire tap. Mot 6 chat nhimg nha tuyén md ciia quan doi lubn doi hoi & cac tmg vién. Néu moi
tiéu chuan khic déu ngang bang, ho s& chon ngay tay ndy thay vi dira con lai trong bt ctr trrdng hop nio.”

Overby hoi, “Pong co la gi?”

Dance sau do giai thich v6i ong ring néu Travis 1 ké sat nhén, Iy do rt c6 thé 1a dé bao thil viéc bi cong kich, bat nat trén mang,

“Bit nat trén mang,” Overby ni voi vé nghiém tiic. “Téi vira doc qua vé chii d& nay.”

“Thét vay sao?” Dance hoi.

“Phai. C6 mdt bai viét rat hay trén to USA Today sb cubi tuan trude.”

“N6 da tr6 thanh mot chit d& thoi thurong,” Boling néi. Liéu ¢ phai Dance vira nhén thiy chit lo Fing v& nhiig ngudn cung cép thong tin cho ngudi phu
trach van phong khu vue ctia CBI khong?

“Nhu vay 1a da dé cAu ta tré nén bao luc sa0?” Overby hoi.

Boling git dau n6i tiép, “CAu ta d& bi don ép qué gii han chiu dyng. Céc bai binh luin va tin don lan qué nhanh. C6 ngudi da déng ca mdt doan video
Ve cau ta trén YouTube[2]. Bon ho quay trong Iic ra sttc ché nhao va tan cong cau ta.”

[2. Trang web chuyén chia sé video truc tuyén.]

“Cai gico?”

“Do 1a mot hinh thl'Iq bt nat trén mang, Ai do t6i canh Travis tai ctra hang Burger King va déy cauta. Cau ta ngd - mot canh that mAt it - va mdt cau
nhoc khac doi san dé quay lai tat ca vao dién thoai di dong. Sau d6 dam nhéc tai doan phim Ién mang, Cho t6i lic ndy, doan clip da thu hut hai tram
nghin fuot xem.”

Bung e d6 mdt ngudi dan ong voe ngudi Ay g0 c6 khudn it nghiém nghi bude ra khoi phong hop bén kia sanh va di vao vin phong ctia Overby.
Ong nay nhin thay hai vi khach nhung r6i tang 1o ho.

“Charles,” ngudi dan ong la ndi bing giong oang oang,
“O... Kathryn, déy la Robert Harper,” Overby gi6i thiéu. “Tir vin phong Chudng Iy tiéu bang & San Francisco. Pc vu Dance.”

Nguoi dan ong bude vao trong va bit tay ¢o that chit, nhung gitr mot khoang cach nhét dinh, nhu thé lo sg ddi phurong nghil ng ta dang cd nhay bd vao
tAt ca dbi twong, va rdi bon ho s& ching ngai ngiing gi khi t6 ra than thit v6i dng.

“Va Jon...” Overby c6 nh.

“Boling.”

Harper danh cho vi gido s mdt céi liéc niit ho hitng, Va khong néi gi thém

Nhén vat toi tir San Francisco cér mdt khuon niit kha lanh King cting mai toc den duoc cét tia hoan hio. Ong ta micr mdt b vest phgng cach bao thu )
mau xanh hai quan va 4o so'mi trang, deo mot chicc ca vat ke soc xanh do. Trén be 4o c6 mdt cdy trdm cai hinh quoc ky M. Hai c6 tay 4o so'mi phiang

phiu khong ché vao dau duoc, cho dii cd dé ¥ thiy vai soi chi xam thoi ra & cac dau vai. Mot tro Iy tiéu bang chuyén nghiép, trung thanh véi cong viée rét
Jau sau khi c4c dong nghiép ctia ong ta d ra hanh nghé tur va kiém bon tién. C6 doan ong ta khoang chirng ngoai nm muroi tudi.



“Chuyén gi dua 6ng tdi Monterey vay?” c6 hoi

“Dénh gid cic vu viée dang diéu tra.” Va khong hé 16 gi thém

Robert Harper duong nhur B mdt trong nhitng ngudi, néu khong c6 gi dé noi, ludn thoai méi voi vé im king. Dance tin ¢6 cling da nhin thiy trén khuon
it nguoi dan ong ndy su tap trung cao dg, mot y thire tan tuy voi cong viee, gidng nhur thir 6 da thay trén khudn mat myc su Fisk tai cue biéu tinh &
bénh vién. Cho dir mdt dot phén tich cac vu viée dang duoc diéu tra nhu thé nay s& dem lai nhitng diéu hoan toan bi an véi ¢o.

Ong ta chuyén su chi y sang ¢o mot lat. Dance da quen voi viée bi nhin c~:h§?1m chim, nhung thurong 13 boi cac ddi trong tinh nghi, song kiéu xim xoi ctia
Harper that dang lo ngai. Ctr nhu thé c¢6 dang nam trong tay chia khoa dan tdi mdt bi mat quan trong véi ong ta.

Song, 6ng ta ni véi Overby, “T6i s& ra ngoai vai phut, Charles. Toi s& rat biét on néu 6ng c6 thé khoa cira phong hop gitp to7”.

“Tét nhién rdi. Néu 6ng con can t6i diéu gi khac thi hdly cho t6i biét nhé.”
Harper gt d4u lanh liing sau d6 budc ra ngoai, vira di vira By dién thoai tir trong i ra.

“C6 chuyén gi voi 6ng ta vay?”” Dance hoi.

“Cong tb vién diic biét tir Sacramento. DA nhin duge mdt cude ity cap trén, tir ngi Chudng ly tiéu bang, dé nghi hop téc. Ong ta mu6n biét vé cac
vu ching ta dang diéu tra. C6 & ¢6 chuyén gi I6n dang tir trén don xuong va 6ng ta can xem ching ta dang ban biu dén mirc ndo. Ong ta cling danh mot
chit thoi gian tai vin phong S& Canh sat. Udc gi 6ng ta quay lai d6 qudy pha bon ho. Tay nay qua 1 mot ké lanh ling khé gan. Chéing biét phai noi gl voi
oOng ta nira. To1da thir pha tro vai lan. Vo ich.”

Nhung Dance dang nghi vé vu Tammy Foster, viy nén Robert Harper d bién mat khoi tam tri ¢6.

C6 va Boling quay lai phong am viéc cua minh va vira kip ngdi xudng ban khi O"Neil goi dién t6i. C6 thiy vui. Dance doan anh da c6 két qua phan tich
mau dat bam trén 15p xe dap va méu soi miu xam tir chiéc 4o ni clia Travis.

“Kathryn, ching ta c6 mdt ric rdi ddy.” Giong anh c¢6 vé lo Fing

“Noi tiép di.”

“Thé ndy nhé, thir nhét, Peter n6i ngudi ta tim thiy soi vai méu xam trén cay thap tu phai khong? N6 khdp voi thir ching ta tim thdy trén 4o Travis.”
“Vay thi cau ta chinh i ké tin cong. Thim phan ndi sao vé lénh khdm nha?”

“Dumng di nhanh thé. Travis trén mét roi.”

“Caigi?”

“Céu ta khong toi chd lamviéc. Hay I da dén... C6 vét banh xe dap con méi & d:ﬁmg sau nha hang, chi dé chui vao bu?)ng sau, an trom mot it banh va
tién mat trong vi cua @t nhan Vién'.. ctng mt con dao thziiﬂthit’. Sau d6 cau ta bien mat. To6i da goi dién cho bo me thang nhoc, song ho van chua hé lién
lac v6ino6 va tuyén bo ho khong biet nhitng noi cau ta c6 thé dén.”

“Anh dang ¢ dau?”

“Trong phong lm viéc ctia toi. Toi chudn b phét mot nh truy na chi tiét dé tim cau thiéu nién nay. O chd ching ta, Salinas, San Benito, va cac hat xung
ql]a ke

Dance nga ngudi ra sau, thdy buc boi véi ban than. Tai sao c6 lai khong 1én ké hoach chu d4o hon va cir ai d6 bam theo Travis sau khi cAu ta roi khoi
nha? Co da ¢ gang xac lap tdi trang clia cdu ta, va dong thoi lai dé cau ta tudt khoi tay minh.

A, quy tha ma bit, gio c6 s& phai bdo cao vdi Overby chuyén vira xay ra.

Ring c6 da khong giai cau ta v&?

“Con mdt viée nita. Khi dang & chd tiém banh, i ¢6 kiém tra con hém O d6 ¢6 16i giao hang gn cira thoat hiém.”
“Ding r6i, t6i biét chd ay.”

“Co6 mdt hang ban hoa & phia bén hong tdoa nha.”

“Nhitng bong hong!” ¢6 noi.

“Chinh x4c. Toi da hoi chuyén voi ngudi chu cira hang,” giong O’Neil trd nén hbi ha. “Hom qua, ¢6 ngudi ndo do da dot nhap vao cira hang va an cip
sach nhiing b6 hoa hong d6.”



Gio thi ¢6 da hiéu tai sao giong anh lai co vé nghiém trong nhur vay. “Tat ca?... Han da iy di bao nhiéu?”
MOt quang ngimg ngin. “Miurdi hai bo. C6 vé nhur hén moi chi vira bat dau.”
Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong dugce tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon ¢ Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuwong 12
Dién thoai ctia Dance d6 chudng, C5 liéc nhin vao danh tinh ngwdi goi.
“TJ. Toi dang dinh goi cau.”

“Khong c6 chit may miin ndo voi nhirng cai camera an ninh nhung c6 mot budi khuyén i tai hang ca phé Blue Mountain Jamaica ¢ Java House. Mua
mdt cAn rudi véi gia mdt can. D van khién ¢6 t6n gan nam muroi d6 nhung thir ca phé d6 l hang nhét.”

C5 khong hé dép lai cau pha tro ciia anh ta. Anh chang nhén ra ngay. “C6 chuyén gi vy, sép?”

“Thay d6i ké hoach, TJ.”

C6 ké cho anh biét vé Travis Brigham, nhing bang chimg phap y twong thich va mt ta bo hoa bi danh cép.
“Céu nhéc dang chay trn sao, sép? Cau ta dang Ién ké hoach thém nhiéu vy nira 4?”

“Phai. Toi mu6n cu toi nha hang Bagel Express, hoi chuyén ban bé hay bat cir ai quen biét ciu ta, tim xem cau ta c6 thé di dau. Nhirg nguoi ciu ta co
thé & cling. Nhitng ch lui t6i ura thich.”

“Hiéu rdi, t6i s& vao viéc ngay.”

Dance goi tiép cho Rey Carraneo, nguoi cling khong gip chit may n#in ndo trong cudc timkiém nhan chng & bai dé xe noi Tammy Foster da bi bt
coc. C6 thong bao vin tit tinh hinh v6i Rey va yu cau anh t6i Game Shed dé tim kiém bt ctr diu mbi ndo vé dia diém Travis c6 thé tim dén.

Sau khl ggiit ﬁén lac, Dance ngdi xudng tira ngumra thanh ghé. Mot cam gidc bat e tuyét vong xdm chiém khip nguoi. Co cn céc nhan chimg, can ai
d6 dé tham van. D6 14 k§ néng ¢6 dugc sinh ra dé€ lam, Ia cong viée ¢6 yéu thich va ¢6 ning hre. Nhung gitr ddy cudc diéu tra da & sang linh dia ctia
bang chirng va suy doan.

C6 dwa mét nhin nhiing ban in c4c bai dang trén Ban tin Chilton.

“T6i nghi t6t hon chiing ta nén bit dau lién lac v6i nhitng nan nhan tiém tang va canh bao ho. Ngudi ta c6 cong kich cu ta trén cac mang xa hoi khong,
trén MySpace, Facebook hay OurWorld ay?” ¢6 hoi Boling,

“Tai nhitng noi do viéc nay rat con con boi ching I cac trang mang quég té. Ban tin Chilton mang tinh dia phuong hon, vi thé chin muroi phin trdm
trurong hop cong kich Travis xuat hién trén d6. Toi s& cho ¢4 hay mot dieu c6 the hiru ich: Thu thap dia chi Internet cta nhitng nguoi déng bai. Néu co
dugc ching, chiing ta s& lién hé véi cac nha cung cap dich vu va timra dia chi thuc ctia ho. Picundy s& giip tiét kiém rat nhicu thoi gian.”

“Bing c4ch nao?”

“Phai tir chinh Chilton hay tr ngudi quan Iy trang web ctia dng ta.”

“Jon, anh c6 thé cho t6i biét diéu gi 46 vé 6ng ta khong, nhitng thir s& gitip t6i thuyét phuc dwoc Chilton hop téc, néu ong 4y tir chdi?”

“T6i biét vé blog clia 6ng ta,” Boling tra 11, “nhung biét khong nhiéu Fim vé con ngudi ong ta. Ngoai ban tiéu sir trén chinh Ban tin. Nhung t6i s& rt
thich duoc lam mdt chuit cong viée cua tham tir.”” P61 niit gido sur lai loe Ien tia sang c6 thay Nic trude. Anh ta quay lai véi cai may tinh ctia minh.

Nhiing cau do...

Trong khi Boling ban ron dam chim trong Enh dia quen thugc ctia minh, Dance nhén duoc cude goi ctia O’Neil. Mot doi diéu tra hign trudng da kiém tra
con hém dang sau Bagel Express va tim thay vét cat cliing bui dat tai noi Travis tirng dung chiéc xe dap & d6. Ho doi chicu véi vét dat pha cat noi con x¢

ctia Tammy bi bo lai trén bai bién. Nguoi thanh tra con cho biét thém ring mot doi ciia MCSO da diéu tra ca khu vire nhung khong ai nhin thiy cau
thiéu nién.

O’Neil ni v6i ¢6 ring anh da huy dong thém sau nhan vién nita & doi Tudn canh Xa 16 tham gia cudc truy ing. Ho dang tir Watsonille t6i.


http://ebookfull.net

Hai ngudi ngimg lién lac va Dance lai nga ngudi xudng ghé.

Sau vai phitt, Boling thong béo anh ta d tim duoc mot sé thong tin vé Chilton tir chinh blog ciing nhur tir cac két qua tim kiém khac. Vi gido su quay tré
lai trang chil, noi c¢6 dang ban ti€u str do chinh Chilton viet.
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Dance di chudt xudng, bt dau hrét qua ndi dung blog trong khi Boling cung cap thong tin, “Tames David Chilton, bn muroi ba tudi. Két hon véi Patrizia
Brisbane, ¢6 hai con trai, murdi va mudi hai tudi. Sdng & Carmel. Nhung 6 ong ta cting co bat dong san & Hollister, c6 vé i nha nghi, va vai bat - dong san
cho thué quanh vimg San Jose. Gia dinh ho dugc thira ké lai sau khi ong bd vo qua doi vai nim trude. Con bay gio, diéu thit vi nhat t6i tim thiy vé
Chilton I 6ng ta Tuén c6 mdt théi quen ky quic. Ong ta viét thur.”

“Thu?”

“Thur cho bién tép, thur cho dén biéu ciia dng ta, nhitng thur bay td quan diém doc lip. Ong ta bt dau bang thur tin thong thrdng, trude khi Internet thyc
sur bung nd, sau d6 dén huot email. Ong ta viét dén hang nghin thur. Nhyc ma, chi trich, tin duong, binh phim, nhimg binh luén chinh tri. C6 biét day.
Ngudi ta vién dn ra 6ng ta tirmg n6i mdt trong nhing quyén sach wra thich ctia minh 1 Herzog, tiéu thuyét ctia Saul Bellow] 1] v& mdt ngudi dan dng bi
am anh v6i chuyén viét thu. V& co ban, thong diép ctia Chilton nhéic dén ciing ¢ cac gia tri dao dire, vach tran tham nhiing, tan dwong céc chinh tri gia
lam tt, chi trich nhimg ngudi khong am dugc - chinh xac véi nhimg i dang trén blog ctia 6ng ta. Toi tim thiy mdt s6 hrong 16n ching trén mang, Sau
d6, duong nhur ong ta kham phé ra thé gidi ciia blog, Ong ta bt dAu Ban tin Chilton tir khoang nim nim trude. Bay gid, trude khi t6i tiép tuc, ¢ & s&
hitu ich néu ¢6 dugc biét mdt chit vé lich sir cac blog.”

[2. Mot nha vin My ndi tiéng g61c Canada.]
“T4t nhién roi.”

“Teén goi ndy xudt phét tir ‘weblog’, khai niém do mdt nhan vat c6 uy tin trong lang my tinh, Jorn Barger, dua ra nim 1997. Ong ta viét mdt nhét ky
true tuyenve nhungchuyendlcua minh va nhitng gi ong ta dangtlnylenweb Cho dén lic 4y, nguoi ta ghi lai suy nghi ctia ho trén mang tir nhiéu nim
10i, song diéu khién cac blog tré nén ndi bat i khéi niém ‘dudng dan’. N6 I chia khéa ctia mdt blog. C6 dang doc thir gi d6 va ¢6 bt gip phin c6
gach chin hay dé chir dam lam tham chiéu trong phin vin ban, bdm vao ddy va n6 dan c6 t6i mdt noi khac.”

“Kiéu két nbi nay duoc goi la “siéu van bar’[2]. Bén ky tr H-T-T-P trén mot dia chi trang web nghiia i gi? Ching 1 viét tit ctia “Giao thire truyen siéu
vin ban’[3], mdt phdn mém cho phép co thiét lap céc duong dan. Theo quan diém cua t6i, didu ndy la mot trong nhimg khia canh quan trong nhat cua
Internet. C6 khi | quan trong nht. Vay ddy, sau khi siéu vin ban d tro nén pho bién, céc blog bt dau phat trién manh. Nhing ai co kha nang viet ma
bang HTML[4] - ngbn ngir tao siéu van ban, mot dang ngdn ngir ctia may tinh dé tao cac dudng dan - s& tao nén cac blog ctia riéng ho rat d& dang,
Nhung ngay cang c6 nhiéu ngudi mudn nhp cude va khong phai ai ciing di hiéu biét vé cong nghé. Vay I cac cong ty dua ra nhitng chuong trinh ma
bat ctr ai, a phai, hiu hét moi | nguol, co thé sir dung dé tao nén cac blog kém dudng dan - Pitas, Blogger va Groksoup 1 nhitng g tién  phong. RAi v6 s6
ké khac theo dudi. Gioy dy tat ca nhitng gi ¢6 phéi lam 1 c6 mot tai khoan Google hay Yahoo, va ¢6 ¢6 thé tao cho minh mdt blog. Két hop véi gid luu
trit dit liéu phai ching thoi ndy - va ngaty cang ha xubng tirng phut - két qua 1 6 ¢6 ca mot he g4 blog trong tAm tay.”

[2. Hypertext. ]

[3. Hyper Tex Transfer Protocol. ]

[4. Hyper Tex Markup Languege. |
Bai thuyét trinh ctia Boling thét sinh dong va tuan tir. Han anh phai B mt gido sur rit xuét séc, Dance tham nghi.

“Trude vu Mudi mdt thang Chin[5],” Boling giai thich, “céc blog phén Ion lién quan t6i may tinh. Ching durgc dén cong nghé viét ra danh cho dan cong
nghé. Tuy thé, sau tham hoa d6, mot loai blog moi xuéit hién. Ching duoc goi 1a blog chién tranh, sau vu khing bd cung cudc chién & Afghanistan va
Iraq. Nhitng ngudi viét blog d6 khong quan tim dén cong nghé. Bon ho quan tim dén chinh tri, kinh t&, xa hoi, thé gioi. Toi mb ta sur khc biét nhu thé
ndy: Trong khi c4c blog truée Murdi mdt thang Chin déu hudng ndi - huéng vé chinh ban than Internet - thi c4c blog chién tranh lai huéng ngoai. Nhing
nguoi viét nén né nhin nhan ban thén ho nhu céc nha bao, mdt phén cia thir duge biét t6i nhur Truyén Thong Méi. Ho mudn dugc thira nhan 1 dan lam
b4o, ciing gidng nhur cc phong vien CNN va Washington Post vay, va ho mubn dugce nhin nhan thit nghiém tic. Jim Chilton & mdt nhan vat viét blog
chién tranh thudc hang tinh tlly. Ong ta khong hé ban tAm t6i ban than Internet hay thé gioi cong nghé, ngoai trir viéc n6 cho phép ong ta truyén b4 thong
dicp cua minh. Ong ta viét vé thé gidi thye. Hién tai, ca hai bén - nhimg nguoi viét blog truyén thdng va nhitng nguoi viét blog chién tranh - lién tuc chién
dAu dé gianh ngdi vi sb mot trong thé gidi ciia blog.”

[5. Vu khing bd tan cong hai toa thap Trung tAm thurong mai Thé giéi & New York ngay 11/9/2001.]
“Do 1a mdt cude tranh dua sao?”’ c6 hdi, khong khdi cam théy tha vi.

“Véi ho thi dung 14 thé.”

“Ho khong thé ctng ton tai sao?”’

“C6 chir, nhung d6 B ca mot thé gioi duge thic ddy boi cai t6i va ho s& m bt cir diéu gi ¢6 the dé leo lén dinh cao. Va didu dy dong ngliia voi hai thir.
Thir nhat, c6 cang nhiéu nguoi dang ky tham gia cang t6t. Thir hai, quan trong hon - ¢ cang nhiéu blog khac dit duong dan t6i blog ctia c6 cang tot.”



“Loan qué nhi.”

“Rét rét loan. Con by gidy, c6 da hoi t6i co thé cho co biét didu gl khién Chilton hop tac hay khong. Bugc thoi, cd can nhé Ban tin Chilton 1 mot thir c6
that. N6 quan trong va cd tamanhhuong C6 ciing dé y thiy mdt trong nhimg bai déng sém nhét vao chi d& Cay thap tw ven duong la tir mot nhén sur
quéan Iy ctia Caltrans chir? Ong ta mubn bién ho cho cong tic kiém tra chit lwong trén xa 16 cua ho. Piéu do cho t6i blet cac quan chirc chinh quyen va
cac CEO[6] thudong xuyén doc blog ndy. Nhitng gd ndy s& cam thay cue ky buc bdi néu Chilton 16i gi khong hay vé ho. Ban tin nghiéng vé céc van dé
mang tinh dia phwong, nhung vi dia phuong ¢ ddy la California, dleu do ciing dong nghia nhimg vin @& do thure ra ching hé dia phuong chit nao. Moi
ngudi trén toan cau déu dé mit t6i ching ta. Tat ca déu tim doc vé tiéu bang nay dau cho ho c6 yéu hay ghét nd. Vay la ban than Chilton n01 Ién nhu mot
nha béo nghiém tic. Ong ta chiu kho tim hiéu ngudn théng tin ciia minh, 6ng ta viét tot. Ong ta Tubn xtr swr chimg mure va ra chon nhitng van dé thye sur
- Ong ta khong phai i ké thich budn chuyén gidt gan. T6i da tim kiém vé Britney Spears va Paris Hilton[7] trén blog ctia 6ng ta, tim ki lai bon nam, va
khong ci tén ndo trong hai cai tén ké trén xuat hién.”

[6. Chief Executive Officer. ]
[7. B. Spears va P. Hilton 1 hai nhén vat nd tiéng c6 nhiéu vu tai tiéng trong gii nghé si o M.]
Dance khong khoi bi 4n tuong voi didu nay.

“Ong ta ciing chang phéi i nguoi im ban thdi gian. Tir ba nidm trude ong ta da danh toan thoi gian cho viée viét ban tin roi. Va ong ta van dong réo riét
cho no.”

““Van dong’ c¢6 nghia 1a gi?”

Boling cudn mén hinh xudng dudi chit & Trén san nha trong trang chi
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CHUNG TA PANG TRO NEN TOAN CAU!

Toi rat vui duge thong béao Ban tin da nhan duoc sy tan thuong tr khap noi trén thé giéi. N6 da duoc lwa chon im mot trong nhitng blog wru tién s6 mot

trén mot trang web chuyén cung cép chirc ning RSS moi (duge viét tt tir cum tir “Really Simple Syndication” s& két nbi t6i hang nghin blog, trang web
va ban tin trén khip thé giéi. Vinh quang thudc vé cac ban, nhimg doc gid ciia toi, vi da gitp Ban tin trd nén duoc wa thich nhu vay.

“RSS Ia mot thir 16n lao tiép theo nita. Ky thye n6 c6 nghia 1 ‘Cung cap dia chi RDF[8], ‘RDF[9] Ia “‘Khung mo ta ngudn tai nguyén’, néu ¢ quan
tam, ma thue ra thi ching ¢6 1y do gi dé c6 quan tim ca. RSS i mot phurong thirc dé am tiry bién va dong nhit ngudn tai | nguyén duoc cap nhdt tir cac
blog, trang web va podcast]10]. Hay nhin vao trinh duyét ciia ¢6. O trén dinh 1 mdt hinh vudng nhd méu cam véi mbt chdm & goc va hai duong cong”
[8. RDF Site Syndica tion. ]

[9. Resource Description Frameword. |

[10. Hé thdng tai ndi dung tir nhiéu ngudn truyén thong khéc nhau, c6 thé 1 tép am thanh, video. .. vé may tinh c4 nhan, sau d6 c6 thé nghe, xem trén
may tinh hodc thict bi k¥ thudt so cam tay (khai niém nay khéi nguon tir ghép gitta Ipod va Broadcast).]

“Toi thay no roi.”

“D6 1a duong dan RSS cho cd. Chilton d rét nd hre dé dugc nhitng ngudi viét blog va trang web khéc vién dan dén. Piéu do rit quan trong voi ong ta.
Va ciling quan trong vdi ¢d nita. Vind cho ching ta bict mot diéu vé ong ta.”

“C4i ti tinh turéng c6 thé ting bdc ching?”

“Dring thé. D6 1 mdt diém can ghi nhé. Toi ciing dang nghi t61 thir khéc c6 c6 thé thir voi ong ta, mot thir tai quai hon.”

“T6i thich sy tai quai.”

“Co, bang cachnao d6 amchi viéc ng ta dong ¥ gitp 4 la mot phurong thirc quang ba rét tdt cho blog Nose khién tén tubi ctia Ban tin dugc nhic dén
1ong khép trong gidi truyén thong chinh thong. Ngodi ra, cd c6 thé bong gié rang ¢d hoic ai do tai CBI rét ¢6 kha ning trd thanh ngudn cung cap thong
tin trong trong lai.” Boling hét ham vé ¢ phia rman hinh, noi dang hién Ién ndi dung blog. “Y 61 mubn n6i, dAu tién va trén hét, v6i vai trd mot phong vien
diéu tra. Ong ta hi€u 16 gia tri cdc nguon thong tin.”

“Dugc thoi. Y tuéng hay diy. Toi s& thir.”

Boling né mt ny cudi. “T4t nhién, kha ning khic 1 6ng ta s& coi dé nghi ctia ¢6 nhur mot sy xim pham dén dao dirc nghé béo. Trong truong hop do,
ong ta s& dong sam ctra lai trudc miii c6.”



Dance nhin lén mén hinh. “Nhitng blog ndy... Chiing ki mdt thé gioi hoan toan khéc.”

“Q, thé ddy. Va ching ta mdi chi bt ddu hiéu duoc strc manh ching s hitu - mirc d6 lam thay d6i phwrong thire tiép nhén thong tin va hinh thinh quan
diém do ching gy ra. Hién tai dang c6 chirng sau muroi triéu blog,”

“Nhi¢u dén thé sao?”

“Phai. Ching lam duoc nhiing didu that lon lao: Loc trude thong tin dé co khong phai ding Google do tim qua hang triéu dia chi, 13 noi giao luru cua
nhitng ngudi co ciu)g quan dieém, mot chf)n kha vui vé, sang tao. Hay nhur trudng hop Ban tin Chilton, 13 noi gidm sat xa hdi va khién ching ta trung thuc
hon. Nhung ciing ton tai ca nhitng mit toi nita.”

“Lan truyén tin ddn thét thiét,” Dance noi.

“Mot trudng hop dién hinh, ding thé. Nhung con thir khic dang quan tim hon chinh i didu t6i d noi lic trude vé& Tammy: N6 ¢b vil moi nguoi hanh xir
bat can. Chung ta cam thiy duoc bao V& trén mang va trong thé gidiao. Cude song dudng nhur v danh, bai dang dudi mot biét hiéu hay tén dang nhap,
vado la tht ca nhitng gi ¢ phoi bay vé minh. Nhung hdy nho: Bit cir sy that nho nhét ndo vé ban than, hay 1 néi ddi ma ¢6, hay ai d6 dua lén mang nbi
vé ¢0, s& hru lai trén d6 méi ndii, khong bao gioy bién mat.”

Boling noi tlep, “Nhung t6i thiy van d& 16n nhét 1 nguoi ta ¢6 xu hudng khong dat nghi vén vé mirc d6 chinh xac cta nhimg gi duoc dang. Blog dem lai
4n tuong vé sy chan thyre, thong tin dan chia va that hon vinb dén tir dan ching chir khong phai cdc hang truyén thong lon. Nhung quan diém c4 nhan toi
14 nhitng suy nghi d6 chi toan rac rudi, va céch nhin nhan nay da m toi bi nhiéu ngudi kho chiu trong cé gidi hoc thudt 1An cong dong viét blog. New
York Times I mt tap doan hoat dng vi loi nhuan that day, nhung n6 van khach quan hon gp nghin in so véi phén Ion blog, C6 rat it y thirc trach
nhigm trén mang, Nhirng 104 phit nhén cudc tan sét ngudi Do Théi, nhimg gia thiét troi of dat hoi vé vu Mudi mdt thang Chin, nhitng bai viét phén biét
ching tdc, tht ca déu tung bumg nd r nho vao cac blog. Tinh chén thyre toat ra tir mot ga lp di tai rrx)t bita tigc cocktail s& i diéu khong tuong khi gi ta
tiét 10 Israel va CIA[11] dtmg ding sau vu tAn cong vao toa thap d6i Trung tim Throng mai Thé giéi.”

[11. Central Intelligent Agency: Cuc tinh bao trung wong M¥.]

Dance quay lai ban lim viéc ctia ¢6 va nhic dng dién thoai Ién. “Toi nghi t0i s& mang it ca két qua tim kiém ctia anh ra sir dung, Jon. Chiing ta haly thir
xem chuyén gi s€ xdy ra.”

%

Nha James Chilton toa lac tai mdt khu vire kha gia ctia Carmel, khoanh san bao quanh ngdi bict thyr rong toi gan mot Imu, toan b xung quanh 14 nhiing
khoanh viron du kiéu dugc chamsoc xén tia, bang chimg cho thiy nguoi chdng, ngudi vo hodc ca hai da danh rat nhidu thoi gian vao dip cubi tuan cho
c6ng tic nhd o dai va trong cy thay vi bo tién ra thué thy im viron chuyén nghiép hm méy viée do.

Dance ngo ngn nhin quang canh bén ngoai day ghen ty. Lam vuon, cho dudé Ia cong viée ¢ ura thich, nhung van khong phai 1 mot k§ ning ¢6 m
chi duoc. Maggie tirng ndi gia nhur nhitng cai cay khong c6 1€, hin ching da chay tron khi ¢6 bude vao vuon.

Ngbinha | mot dinh thir kiéu trang trai trai 10ng, o tudi doi chimg bon muroi nim, va nim chdm ché & phia cudi khu dét. Dance wdc tinh nd c6 sau
phong nga. Xe hoi cua gia dinh nay gom mot chiéc Sedan Lexus va mot chiéc Nissan Quest, dd trong gian garalon chat day dung cu thé thao, khong
gidng nhur nhitng mon d6 twong ti dé trong ga ra ctia Dance, trong ching ¢6 vé thyc sy da duogce ding nhiéu,

C6 khong nén ndi tiéng curdi khi trong théy nhitng khau hiéu dan trén thanh chdng va dap méy chiéc xe nha Chilton. Chiing ip lai y nguyén cac hang tiéu
de trén blog cua 6ng ta, ndo 1a: chong lai nha may khir mén nurée bién, chong lai du luat gido duc gidi tinh. T4 va Hiru, Dan chu va Cong hoa.

Ong ta ¢6 vé nhiéu hon 1 cit va dan. ..

Trong khuon vién con c6 mit chiéc xe nira, d4u trén duong dan vao nha, c6 & 14 ctia mot vi khach, vi chiéc Taurus mang mot tAm dé can t& nhi ctia mot
cong ty cho thué xe. Dance do lai va tién t6i phia ctra, bam chudng,

Tiéng bude chin vang 1én to dan, mot phy nir toc sAm xuét hién, nguoi ndy khoang ngoai ibon nuoi tudi, manh dé, nic quin jean hang hiéu va mdt chiéc
40 so mi tring, ¢ 40 dyng lén. Trén cd ba ta | mdt soi ddy chuyén bac higu Daniel Yurman c6 mt to.

Doi gidy, Dance khong thé dimg sam soi, i hang nhap khdu tir Y va cuc ky kiéu cach.
C6 xung danh, xudt trinh thé cong vu. “T6i da goi dién trude. DE gip ong Chilton.”

Khudn nit ngudi phu nit lp tire chuyén thanh nét cau may dién hinh khi ai do gip phéi cac nhén vién thure thi phap luat. Tén ba ta 13 Patrizia hay Pa-
treet-sia theo nhur phat 4m ctia ba ta.

“Jim vira m6i két thiic mot cudce gip. Toi s& bao cho anh 4y biét ¢6 dang ¢ ddy.”
“Camonba.”

“Moi cd vao.”



Nguoi phu nit dén Dance vao mot can phong dam chét tur gia, cée birc tuong phit day anh gia dinh, sau d6 bién mat trong gidy lat. ROi Patrizia quay i
“Chong t0i s& ra ngay.”

“Camon. Day la cac con trai ba phai khong?” Dance chi tay vao mt birc anh chup Patrizia, mt ngudi dan ong hoi dAu cao 1énh khénh gy gd mi co
doan 14 Chilton, va hai cau bé toc den lam c6 nhd t6i Wes. Tét ca ho déu dang twoi cudi nhin vao ng kinh.

Nuoi phy it tw hdo ni, “Jimva Chet.”

Vo Chilton tiép tuc It qua cée bire dnh. Tir nhiing tim ba chup hoi tré ¢ bai bién Carmel, Point Lobos, Mission, Dance doan ba a dan dia phuong
Patrizia xac nhn, phai, ding la thé, va trén thure t€, ba da lon Ién trong chinh ng6i nha nay. “Bo t6i ttrmg song mdt minh & dy nhicu nam. Khi ong mat,
khoang ba nam trude, Jimva t6i da don ve.”

Dance thich y tuong vé& mHt ngdi nha gia dinh, duoc truyén tir thé hé nay sang thé hé khac. C6 nho 61 viée bb me Michael O’Neil vin dang song trong
ngbi nha ndmké dai dwong noi anh cling cc anh em ting lon 1én. Khi nguoi bd suy yéu vi tudi tac, me anh da nghi t6i chuyén ban né di va chuyén dén
song & mot trung tim dudng Eo. Nhung O’Neil d kién quyét gii lai.

Khi Patrizia say mé chi vao nhimg birc anh chup lai moi thanh tich thé thao ctia gia dinh - golf, tiic cAu, tennis, ba mon phdi hop, Dance nghe thiy c6
tiéng ndi vang lén ngoai tién sanh.

C6 quay lai va trong théy hai nguoi dan 6ng. Chilton - ¢6 nhn ra ngay nhd bire anh - do1 mot chiéc mii bong chay, niic 4o somi kiéu d4u thi polo mau
xanh Iyc va quan kaki 6ng bo sat. Nhimg lon toc mau vang tho ra tir du6i mil Ong ta rat cao va trong gon ghe, chi mot chit phanbunghm dAy ra phia
trén thit lung, Chilton dang n6i chuyén v6i mt ngudi dan ong khdc toc mudi tiéu mic quin jean, 40 so mi trang va khoéc chiéc 40 thé thao Imau ndu.
Dance chidm chi nhin vé phia ho, song Chilton da hbi ha duwa nguoi dan ong kia ra khoi cira. Ngbn ngit co thé cho ¢ thiy ong ta khong mudn vi khach,
cho du nguoi ndy co la ai di nira, biet mdt nhan vién thuc thi phap luat da toi gap ong ta.

Patrizia lip lai, “ChOng t6i s& ra ngay”.

Nhung Dance da budc qua bén canh ba va tiép tuc dira tién sanh, c6 cam thiy ba dang clmg ngudi i, mubn bao vé cho 6ng chdng. Song mdt ngudi
thAm vin can ngay lap tic gianh quyen lam chu tinh hinh, boi cac ddi tong khong thé dugc phép dua ra luat choi. Tuy nhién khi Dance t6i dugc cira

trude, Chilton da quay trd lai va chiée xe no 1o méy rdi di, mit dudng réi s6i kéu lao xao dudi bn banh.

Doi mit miu xanh luc ciia Ong ta - twong tw véi miu mét Dance - huéng sy chit y vé phia 6. Hai ngudi bét tay. C6 nhan thiy trén khudn mit ngwoi viét
blog, mit gwong mit rdm nang lam cham tan nhang, sy t0 mod va mot chut thach thirc hon 14 vé canh giac de chung.

Thém mdt n trinh thé cong vu chdp nhoang nita. “Chiing ta c6 thé ngdi ddu dé ndi chuyén vai phit dugc chir, dng Chilton?”

“Tét nhién, trong phong lam viéc ciia t61.”

Chilton dén ¢6 béng qua tién sénh. Cain phong ho di vao c6 kich thurée kha khiém ton va rit bira bon, hing ddng tap chi, bai ct ra tir bdo va ban in tir
may tinh chat cao nhu niti. Dance nh6 t6i nhig gi 6 biét duoc tir Jon Boling, va nhén thay qua thire tro choi lam phong vién dang thay d6i: Nhiing can
phong nhd tai gia va cac can hd giong nhu noi nay da dan thay theé nhiing tda soan bao trong thanh phd. Dance khong khéi thir vi khi thay mdt coc tra
bén canh may tinh cia 6ng ta - nuii chamomile[ 12] tran ngdp trong phong. Khong thudc 14, ca phé hay whisky cho nhitng nha bao mang nghiém tic thoi
nay, c6 vé 1a vay.

[12. Mt loai cay thudc ho Cic duge ding lam tra thao mc. ]

Ho ciing ngdi xudng va 6ng chii nha md dau bang cai nhurdng nay. “Vay ra ong ta da phan nan, phai khong nao? Nhung t6i thy to mo ddy. Sao lai la
canh sat, thay vi mt vu kién dan su?”

“Sao lai thé?” Dance khong khoi thiy ling ting kho hiéu.

Chilton nga ngudi ra sau ghé, bo mii xudng, dua tay Ién xoa cai dAu hoi ciia minh 1 lai d6i mii vao. Ong ta dang buc boi. “Oi, hén chi trich chuyén bi phi
bang, Nhung chuyén d6 dau phai nhuc ma ai néu n6 ding sy that. Bén canh do, thdm chi di nhimg gi t6i da vict 1 sai, ma ky thuc khong phai the, phi
bang cling ching phai 1a ti trang tai dat mrde ndy. O Nga thoi Stalin[13] thi ¢6 the day, nhung & day thi chua. VAy vi sao ¢6 lai can du vao?”

[13. Lanh dao t6i cao ctia Lién bang X6 viét tir giita thdp nién 1920. Ong c6 cong linh dao Lién X6 gianh thing loi trong cude Chién tranh Lién X6 -
buc.]

Doi mit dng chi blog réit sic bén va soi moi, théi o thét quyét ligt; Dance c6 thé hinh dung tai sao ngudi ta lai ¢6 thé nhanh chéng cam théy ngén ngam
khi trai qua nhicu gio ién voi sy hién dién ctia 6ng ta.

“T6i khong rd y ong 1a gl.”
“Khong phai co dén day vi Arnie Brubaker ddy chi?”
“Khong, Do 1 ai vay?”

“Ong ta 14 ké nudn hity diét bo bién ctia chiing ta bang cach dung Ién cai nha méy khir miin mude bién do.”



Dance nhd lai blog dang trén Ban tin Chilton chi trich nha méy no. Va dong khau hiéu dan trén thanh chdng va dép.
“Khong, viéc nay khong c6 lién quan gi téi chuyén do hét.”

Tran Chilton cau lai. “Ong ta thich vi€c nggin chan dugc t61 lai lAm Toi da nghi c6 thé ong ta da nan ra mdt 101 cao budc hinh sy nao d6. Nhung xin 161
nhé. Toi dang dua ra nhitng suy doan.”

Vé this thé trén khu6n miit ong ta dan ra. “Chi 13, viy ddy, Brubaker thuc su | mot... cai gai”
Dance tir hoi khong 16 hinh anh du dinh dugc ding ban dau dé md ta ngudi chit dy an von ka gi

“Thir 16i cho t1”, Patrizia xudt hi¢n trén ngudng cira va mang t6i cho chong ba mdt cbe tra mdi pha. B chii nha hoi Dance ¢6 mudn udng gi khong. Lic
nay ba ta dang mim cuoi nhung van nhin c6 day nghi ngo.

“Cam on ba, khong can dau.”

Chilton git d4u nhan cdc tra kém cai nhay nit triu mén cam on vo minh. B vo quay ra va dong cira lai.

“Vay t6i c6 thé gitp i dugc c6?”

“Blog 6ng lp ra vé nhitng cay thap tir ven dudng.”

“O, vu tai nan xe hoi w?”, chit nha nhin Dance cham chi. Mot phan vé thi thé da quay tr6 lai; ¢6 ¢6 thé doc durge nét cing thang trong tu thé ciia 6ng ta.

“Toi da theo di tin tirc. CO gii 6 bi tin cong, béo chi dang noi thé, vi co bé da dang binh luéin i 6 trén blog. Nhitng nguroi déing bai ciing bit dau ndi
chuyén twong tur. Chac c6 muon biét tén cau bé kia.”

“Khong Céi d6 ching t6i biét i
“C6 phai cau ta chinh B ké dinh dim chét c6 gai khong?”
“Dudng nhur 1 thé.”

Chilton héi hé néi, “Toi khc”)ng cong kich céu ta. Cau hoi t6i giat ra la liéu canh sat da thuc sur ng%ﬂéynﬂic trong cudc diéu tra va liéu Caltrans da bao
dudng con duong diing yéu cau chua? Toi da noi ngay tir dau céu ta khong dang trach. Va t6i da an tén cauta di.”

“Khong mit nhidu thoi gian dé dam dong tim kiém va phét gidc ra cu ta 1 ai.”

Mi¢ng Chilton méo di. Ong ta d don nhén ki nhén xét nhur mdt chi trich nhéim vao béan than minh hay blog, du ky thire khong phéi thé. Nhung ong ta
nhuong bd. “Dicu d6 dung Ia da xay ra. Pugc ri, t6i c6 thé lam gi giip c6?”

“Chung t6i ¢6 1y do dé tin Travis Brigham nhiéu kha néing dang am muru tan cong nhimg nguoi khéc da ding bai chi trich.”
“Cb chic vay khong?”

“Khong, nhung chiing t61 bude phai coi d6 1a mot kha ning.”

Chilton nhan myit. “°Y 6i 1 c6 khong thé bt giit ciu ta sa0?”

“Hién tai ching t6i dang tim kiém. Chiing t6i khong biét chéic cau ta dang & dau.”

“T6i hiéu roi”, Chilton n6i chim rai, va Dance c6 thé nhan thy tir d6i vai nhich Ién va can ¢ cng ctmg ctia ong ta 1a Chilton dang ban khoan xem thirc

su ¢d mudn gi.

C6 nghi t6i 1 khuyén ctia Boling va n6i, “Thé nay nhé, blog ciia dng dugc biét dén trén toan thé gidi. N6 rét duoc ton trong. Pay | mot trong nhimg Iy
do ¢6 nhiéu nguoi dang bai trén d6 dén the.”

Tia séing khoan khodi loe Ién trong doi mit Ong ta rét md nhat nhung thét rd rang voi Dance. N6 cho ¢6 bidt thim chi cé nhitng ki phinh ninh théing thimg
ciing dugc James Chilton don nhén rat hao hig,

“Nhung vin d& 13 it ca nhitng ngudi ding bai cong kich Travis déu ki muc tiéu tiém tang. Va con sb nay dang ting lén timg gio.”
“Ban tin Ia mdt trong nhitng dia chi cé ty 1€ binh chon cao nhit trong nudc. No 1a blog duoc doc nhiéu nhét & California.”
“T6i khong hé ngac nhién. Toi thure sur thich no.”

Dance luon dé y dén thai 4o bén ngoai ciia chinh c6 dé khong im 16 ra sur phinh ninh.



“Camon ¢d,” mdt nu cudi troi hét oo am khoe miit ong chii blog hip lai.

“Nhung hy nhin vao diéu ching ta phai ddi nit: Mbi khi ai d6 dang bai lén chu d& Nhimng cay thap tw ven | duong, ho s€ trd thanh mot muyc tiéu tiém
tang. Mot sb trong nhing ngudi ndy hoan toan dn danh, mot s& séng & noi khac. Nhung ¢6 nhitng ngudi séng gin quanh day va ching toi e ring Travis
s€ timra danh tinh ctia ho. Va khi d6 cau ta ciing s€ di timho.”

“0,” Chilton thit Ién, ny curdi bién mit. Bo 6¢ nhanh nhay ctia ong ta lap tirc dua ra suy doan. “Va co dén day vi dia chi Internet ctia ho.”
“Pé bao vé ho.”

“Toi khong thé cung cap ching”

“Nhung nhitng nguoi d6 dang gip nguy hiém”

“Pét nude nay hoat dong trén nguyén tic tich riéng truyén théng va nha nude.” Cir nhur thé 10 giang dao ndy co thé ha guc Iy 18 ciia co.
“C bé d6 da bi ném vao cdp xe va bo miic cho chét dubi. C6 thé ngay lic nay Travis dang Ién ké hoach cho mdt vu tin cong nira.”

Chilton gio' mdt ngén tay Ién, ra hiéu bao cd im king nhur mt thiy gido. “D6 1 mdt con dde rat nguy hiém Béc vu Dance, ¢6 lam viée cho ai? Sép cao
nhét ctia ¢6 13 ai?”

“Chudng ly tiéu bang”

“U, duoc m, cir gia sir t6i dua cho ¢6 dia chi nhitng ngudi dang bai lén chi de Nhitng cay thap tw ven dudng. Thé rdi i thing sau ¢6 quay lai va yéu cau
dia chi cia mt anh chang chi trich sai trdi vira bi chuong ly tiéu bang sa thi vi, 6, quiy rdi chang han. Hay ¢6 thé c6 lai mudn dia chi ai d6 dang bai phé
phan thong ddc. Hay tong thong Hay chuyén nay thi sao nhi - ai d6 n6i vai cau c6 thién cam vé al-Qaeda[14]? C6 s& néi vai toi: “Lan trude ong da
cung cap thong tin cho ti. Sao 1An nay lai khong?”.

[14. Mang luéi khing b Hbi gido cuc doan chiu trach nhiém vé vu 11/9.]

“S& khong ¢ 1in ndo nira.”

“C6 n6i thé nhumg,..”

Nhur thé cac nhén vién chinh phi e ndo ciing chi tho ra diéu déi tra vay. “Céu nhoc co biét ¢ dang truy tim minh khong?”

BCCO’.”

“Vay thi cu ta s¢ chuon dén dau do dé trén, ¢o Lkhong nghi vay sao? Céu ta s€ khong 1o dién bang cach di tAn cong ai khac. Khong dau, néu canh sat
dang truy nd ro riét,” giong ong ta that qua quyét.

Dance tiép tuc voi ngit diéu cham rii mdt cach chimg mire, “Dau vay. Ong biét ddy, 6ng Chilton, d6i khi cudc doi 1 nhimg vu thoa hiép.”
C6 dé 1vi nhan xét treo lo limg,
Ong ta nhuéng mot bén may kén, chd doi.

“Néu 6ng cung cép cho ching t6i cac dia chi ctia nhimng nguoi song trong vimg da viét nhimg bai chi trich nghiét nga nhét vé& Travis - ching toi thuc sur
dénh gia rét cao cir chindy. C6 thé... vay ddy, c6 thé ching t6i s& lim dugc gi d6 dé gitip ong, néu dng can gitip mdt tay.”

“Chéing han nhu?”

Dance lai nghi vé nhitng oi khuyén ctia Boling rdi ndi, “Chiiing t6i s& rat vui 1ong dira ra mt thong béo vé sur hop tac clia dng. Mot quang bé rét tht.”
Chilton ngAm nghi. Nhung rdi cau may. “Khong, Néu toi gitip ¢d, c6 18 t6t nhat khong nén nhéc t6i chuyén d6.”

C6 cam thy hai Iong vi ong ta dang thirong hrong, “Théi durgc, t6i ¢6 thé hiéu. Nhung c6 1§ con nhing thir khac ching t6i ¢6 thé Bm.”

“That u? Cai gi vay?”

Nghi t6i mot dé guét khac cua vi gido su,‘cé noi, ‘fCé thé, thé nay nhé, néu ong cAn mot dAu mdi lién hé ndo trong céc co quan thuc thi phap uat
California... Nguon thong tin. Nhitng nguon cao cap.”

Vi ch nha nhodi nguwo ra trude, mit l6e sang. “VAy ra 6 dang cb ging mua chude t0i. Toi da nghi vy. Chi mudn dé ¢6 boc 10 ra it nhidu thoi. Bt thop
¢0 161 nhé, dic vu Dance.”

Cd nga ngudi ra sau nhur vira bi tat.



Chilton ndi tlep, “Kéu goi dén tinh than vi cong dong cua t0i 1a mt chuyén. Con chuyén nay...” ong ta phéy tay vé phia co, “tht lom giong, Va dbi bai
nira, néu c6 mubn biét cam nghi ctia toi. G 1 kiéu manh khée t6i van tb cao trén blog ciia minh hing ngay.”

Tét nhién, trién vong khac 1 6ng ta c6 thé coi d& nghi ctia 6 nhur mdt s xam pham dén dao dirc nghé bao. Trong trudng hop d6, éng ta s& déng sim
ctra lai trrde mii ¢O.

“Tammy Foster thiéu chit nita da bi giét. Rt c6 thé s& c6 nhitng ngudi khéac nira.”

“Toi lay lam tiéc vé chuyén d6. Nhung Ban tin Chilton 1 thir qua quan trong d€ t6i ¢6 thé danh liéu. Va néu ngwoi ta nghi ho khong thé an danh dang bai,
diéu do s€ lam thay d6i tinh toan ven cua toan by blog,”

“T6i mudn Ong can nhic lai”

Vé bé ngoai nghiém khéic ctia Chilton mo dén. “C6 con nhd ngudi dan 6ng t6i dang tiép chuyén khi co t6i day chir?”

Dance gt dau.

“Gregory Ashton,” ong ta n6i v6i chit nhin manh, dtng cach ngudi ta van hay dung khi n6i vé ai d6 quan trong véi ho, nhung lai ching 6 chit y nghia
nao voi ban. Chilton nhén thay thai 6 don nhan khéng chit an tugng ciia Dance. Ong ta n6i tiep, “Ong ay dang khéi lap mdt hé thong blog va trang web
moi, mt trong nhitng hé thong 16n nhat trén the gioi. Toi s€ & cap cao nhat. Ong ay chi ra hang triéu d€ quang ba nd.”

Pay chinh i van d& Boling d giai thich véi co. Ashton chéc hdn chinh i nguoi dimg dng sau ngudn dan RSS ma Chilton da nhéc t6i trong bai viét
“Chiing ta dang trd nén toan cau”.

“Diéu do6 s& nhan rong pham vi ciia Ban tin ra ghp boi. Toi c6 thé dé cap tdi céc vin dé trén toan thé gioi. AIDS ¢ chu Phi, vi pham nhin quyén &
Indonesia, nhitng hanh vi bao lyc & I§as}nnir, cé{c ﬂﬁlqhoa m(")j truong tal Brazil. Nhung néu 6 tin don lot ra cho hay i tiét 10 dia chi Internet nhitng
nguoi dang bai 1én blog ctia minh, dieu d6 c6 thé giy ton hai dén danh tiéng ctia Ban tin Chilton.”

Dance cam thiy thit vong, cho dtt mdt phdn trong cd, trén tur cach mdt ngudi timg im béo, danh mién cudng thiu hiéu. Chilton khong tir chdi xuét phét
ttr tham lam hay tir cao tur dai, ma vi mt dammé chan thre danh cho doc gia ctia Ong ta.

“C6 nhitng ngudi c6 thé s& chét,” ¢o nai ni.

“Cau ndy da duoc dua ra trude ddy roi, dic vu Dance. Trach nhiém ctia nhitng nguoi viét blog,” 6ng ta hoi cimg nguoi lai.

“Vai niim trudc, 10 danh mot bai riéng dé n6i vé mdt nha vain tén tudi ti phét hién da dao mot s6 doan van tir mdt ticu thuyét gia khéc. Ong ta tuyén bd
d6 1a chuyén tinh co ngau nhién, va naini toi dimng cong bo sur viée. Nhung t6i van dang bai lén. Ong ta lai bat dau uong trd lai, va cude doi ong ta suy
sup. D6 ¢6 phai la muyc dich cua t61 khong? Chua oi, khong. Nhung hogic la cac nguyén téc ton tai, hoac 1 khong. Tai sao ong ta lai duoc dé dang cho
qua, trong khi t6i va 6 thi khong? Toi timg dang trén blog vé mdt ngui trg t€ ¢ San Francisco, ciing 14 thu finh mdt phong trao tay chay dong tinh nam,
va hda ra nhan vat nay cling 1a mdt gd dong tinh ngdm. T6i can vach tran tro dao duc gid.”

Chilton nhin thang vao m¥t Dance.

“Va hén tir tir. Vi nhirng g t0i viét. Tur tir. Toi phéi sng véi diéu d6 mbi ngaty. Nhung c6 phai t6i da im ding khong? C6. Néu Travis tan cong mdt
ngudi nao nira, khi d6 t6i s€ cam thay rat kinh khing vé chuyén ay. Nhung ching ta dang phai duwong dau voi nhitng van d¢ 16n lao hon ¢ day, dac vu
Dance.”

“T6i cling tirng 13 phong vién,” ¢6 noi.
“Thét thé sa0?”

“Phong vién vé t9i pham. Toi hoan toan chong lai kiém duyét. Ching ta dang khong ndi vé diéu twong tu. Toi khong hé thuyét phuc ong thay doi céc bai
ong da dang, Toi chi mudn biét danh tinh nhitng ngudi da dang bai dé ching t6i c6 thé bao vé ho.”

“T6i khong thé lam thé,” 4m huéng cimg rén da trd lai trong giong ndi ctia 6ng ta. Vi chii nha nhin dong hd deo tay. C6 hiéu cude ndi chuyén da két thic.
Chilton dimng day.

Dau vay, ¢b van mudn thir mot ¢t cudi cling, “S& khong bao i ¢ ai biét. Ching t6i s& khong tiét 16 tim ra ho bing cach khéc.”

Dua cd ra cira, Chilton bat cuoi chan thanh. *“Bi mét trong thé gidi ciia blog w, dc vu Dance? C6 ¢6 biét 1bi 1§ lan nhanh thé ndo trong thé gidi ngiy nay
khong?... Bang toc d§ anh sang,”
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Chuwong 13

Trong khi lai xe lao di trén xa 19, Kathryn Dance goi dién cho Jon Boling,

“Cudc gip thé ndo?”” vi gido sur vui vé hoi.

“Céu dugc viét trén blog v& Travis chinh xac 1 thé nao nhi? Mot trong s6 miy dira tré da ding lén. “Thamhai® gi d6...”
“A.” giong n6i d bt hao himg hon. “That bai tham hai.”

“A phai, mdt cach md ta kha chinh xac. Toi da thir cach tiép can vé vién canh quang bé tich cuc, nhung 6ng ta lai chon ctra sb hai: Ché do phét xit dé
nat ty do béao chi. Keémtheo chit cham pha “thé gi6i can tor’.”

“Ai cha. Toi rat xin 181 v& chuyén d6. Qua i mot thir nghiém té hai”
“N6 ciing dang dé thir. Nhung toi nghil tot hon anh nén ¢b twr minh tim ra nhiéu cai tén nhat c6 thé.”

"Toi da lam r6i pé phong truong hop Chﬂton muén két thuc moi chuyen v6i c6. Chéc khong lu nia ti s& c6 dugc vai cai tén. A, ong ta ¢6 noi s tra

AAAAAA

Dance tic ludi. “Ciing gin sét san sat. Tiéu dé hin s& 2 Nhan vién CBI thir gié trd mua chude.”

“T6i khong nghi 6ng ta s& lim thé vi ¢6 chi i mot nhan vét qua nho. Toi khong c6 y gi ca nhan déu nhé. Nhung voi hang trém nghin nguoi doc nhirg gi
ong ta viet, chic chan 6ng ta c6 trong tay strc manh khién c6 phdi e ngai.”

Sau d9, giong Boling tré nén nghiém tic hon.

“T6i can bao dé cd hay cac bai binh luin dang tré nén ngiy cang té hai hon. Mot s6 nguoi ding bai néi bon ho da tan mét théy Travis thyc hién nhirng
nghi 5 sing bai quy di, hién sinh d6ng vat. Va c6 ca nhig cau chuyén V& viée cdu ta s& soang cac hoc sinh khac, ca nam Ian nit. Tuy vay, nhu toi thiy,
tht ca déu sac mii gia tao. C6 vé nhu bon ho dang thi vurt myit Jin nhau. Nhig cau chuyén duogc dura ra ngiy cang tro nén quai dan.”

Nhitng tin don. ..

“C6 mot thir luén duoc nhéc di nhéc lai dé so sanh, mdt didu kam toi nghi 6 chut it syr thét trong d6, d6 1 céc trd choi nhép vai trye tuyén. Bon ho ban
ve viéc cau nhoc bi am anh véi danh dam va chét chde. Nhat 13 voi kiém, dao va cat xéo nan nhin clia ciu ta.”

“Céu nhéc dang chim dan vao thé giéi a0.”
“Duong nhu 1 vay.”

Sau khi hai ngudi ngitt lién lac, Dance vin tiéng chiéc iPod Touch ctia minh kn. C6 dang nghe Badi Assad, nit ngh¢ si guitar kiém ca s xinh dep ngwoi
Brazil. Nghe nhac qua tai nghe trong lic i xe la bat hop phap, nhung nghe nhac qua loa trong mot chi€c xe canh sat khong thé dem dén chat hrong am
thanh trung thyrc nhat.

Co dang cAn mdt liéu Am nhac thit manh dé an i tim hon.

Dance cam nhén dugc tinh khin cip ctia vu ndy, nhung c6 ciing B mdt nguoi me, ¢6 ludn phai cin bang giita hai thé gi6i ctia minh. Bay gidr ¢6 phai toi
ddn cac con dang duge me ¢6 trong nom & bénh vién, danh mdt chit thoi gian bén hai dira t(é va dua chiing vé nha bo me ¢0, tai day Stuart Dance s&
nhan lai vai trong tré sau khi 6ng két thiic cudc hop & thiy cung, Va c6 s€ quay trd lai CBI dé tiép tuc cude truy tim Travis Brigham

C6 van tiép tuc 1i chiéc xe CVPI[1] to bu khong phu hiéu - chic xe canh sat Ford. Diéu khién n6 gidng nhur viée két hop giira xe dua va xe tang, Néi
vy khong c6 nghia 14 Dance tirng c6 Iic Ién ga chiée xe t6i tn cung giéi han ctia nd. VE ban chét ¢6 khong phai la ngudi damme Kixe, va cho duda
tham gia khoa huan luyén truy dudi toc do cao & Sacramento, Dance van khong thé hinh dung ra viéc minh thurc sur dudi theo mdt nguoi li xe khéc trén
nhirng con duong Iong gié cla ving trung tam California. Vi y nghi d6, mdt hinh anh tir blog lai hién Ién trong tAm tri ¢ - birc anh chyp nhitng cay thap
tu ven duong ¢ noi da xay ra vy tai nan khving khiép trén Xa 19 1 hom nung Chin thang Sau, bi kich da khéi dau cho toan bd h¢ luy kinh hoang nay.

[1. Crown Victoria Police Interceptor: Mot loai xe tudn tra canh dugc hang Ford san XUAt riéng cho lyc lrgng canh sat. ]

Gior ddy ¢0 dai ve t6i bi dd clia bénh vién va trong thiy méy chiéc xe ctia di Tudn cénh Xa 1o California, ciing hai chiée khong mang phu higu, tt ca
déu d@u trude bénh vién. C6 khong ph('r cd béq céq nao n6i dén mdt hoat dong clia canh sat dan téi thirong vong. Ra khoi xe, ¢6 nhén thay da c6 sy
thay d6i & phia nhitng nguoi phan doi. Trurde hét, s6 rong clia ho da tang Ién. Chirng khoang hon ba muroi nguoi. Va cé thém hai nhém phdng vién nira
dén dua tin.

Ngoai ra, Dance ciing cam thiy d4m dong nay that huyén ndo, vung vy céc biéu ngit va nhimng cy thap tir ctia ho nhu nhimng ¢d dong vien thé thao.
Mim cudi, ca hat. Dance ciing dé y réng c6 vai ngudi dén gan muc sur Fisk, 1an ot bt tay ong ta. Tay bao vé toc do ciia dng ta can than dua it quan



sat bdi xe.
Thé rdi Dance lanh ngit ngudi, miéng ha hdc.

VYes va Maggie - mat Irfn u d(f)t’- budce ra khdi ctra trudc bénh vién, di cing mdt phu nit da den méc b d vest mau xanh hai quan. Nguoi phu nit dang
dan hai dura tré vé phia may chiéc xe loai sedan khong mang phu hi€u.

Robert Harper, ngudi cong t6 vién diic biét co da gip ngoai vin phong ctia Charles Overby, xuat hién ngay sau do.

Sau Iung 6ng ta B me Dance. Kém hai bén sudn Edie Dance 1 hai nhan vién to con niic dong phuc ctia CHP[2] va ba dang bi cong tay.
[2. California Highway Patrol: Tuan canh Xa 16 California.]

Dance hbi ha t6i trude.

“Me!”, caubé Wes murdi hai tubi goi Ion tiéng va chay bang qua bai dé xe, kéo co em gii theo sau.

“Doi d, cac chéu khong thé 1am thé!””, ngudi phu nit thép ting hai dtra tré la én. C6 ta voi vang bam theo that nhanh,

Dance quy xudng, om iy con trai va con gii co.

Giong ni nghiém khic ciia nguoi phu it vang lén tir phia bén kia béi giri. “Chiing toi dang dura bon tré di..”

“Cb s& khong dura ai di hét”, Dance gin giong, sau d6 quay lai vi céc con c6: “Cac con khong sao chir?”.

“Ho bt ba ngoai rdi!”, Maggie n6i, nrde mét rong rong. Bim toc miu hat dé ctia ¢6 bé nim vét qua vai, noi n6 da ving 1én khi con bé chay.
“Me s& ndi chuyén voi ho ngay.” Dance ding 1én. “Cac con khong bi dau chir?”’

“Khong”, cau bé Wes 1énh khénh, da cao gﬁn béng me, tra 101 voi giong run réy, “Bon ho, ¢6 kia va canh sat, ho dén dua chiing con di, n6i s& dua con
va emtdi cho nao ay, con khong biet [a & dau”.

“Me, con khdng mudn xa me!” Maggie 6m chat ]éy c0.
Dance trdn an con gai minh. “S& khong ai dira con di d4u hét. On rdi, con vao xe di.”

Neudi phy nit trong bo db xanh lai gin, ha giong néi, “Thura 6, t6i e ring...”” Rdi ¢d ta nhdn ra minh dang n6i chuyén véi thé nhan vién CBI va phu hiéu
ctia Dance khi chiing chia sat mét minh.

“Bon tré s& di cung vdi t6i,” Dance noi.

Nguoi phy nit xem qua thé dac vy, khong c6 vé gi b1 4n tuong, “Pay 1 quy trinh. C6 hiéu cho. Viéc ndy 1a vi loi ich ctia chinh bon tré. Chiing ti s& tién
hanh moi viéc va néu moi thir durge kiém tra xong,..”

“Bon tré s& di cling voi toi.”
“T6i I nhan vién x& hoi ctia Trung tAm Béo trg Tré em hat Monterey.” Thé cong vu ctia ngudi phu nir xuét hién.

Dance dang nghi ¢6 thé nén thurong lrong vao lic ndy, song cd van By cong tay & sau thit g ra bing mot cir chi gon ghd va xde md né ra nhu mdt cai
cang cua khong 0.

“Nghe t6i n6i ddy. Toi la me ching. C6 biét danh tinh t6i r6i. C6 ciing biét tén ho Iii tré. By gidr hdy I lai, néu khong toi s& bét giit 6 theo diéu 207, Bo
Luat Hinh sy California.”

Trong thdy cir chi ny, d4m phong vién truyen hinh dwong nhu ddng loat ctmg nguoi lai, hét nhur mdt con thin Ein cam thiy ¢6 bo ria dang md lai gan.
Cac ong kinh camera lap tirc quay ca vé phia ho.

C6 ta quay vé phia Robert Harper, ngudi ¢6 vé dang do dur. Ong ta liéc nﬁt vé phia damphong vién va c6 vé di dén quyét dinh ring trong tinh hubng
nay, mit hinh anh quang ba t0i con t¢ hai hon la khong chit hinh anh ndo. Ong ta git dau.

Dance mim cudi véi hai con, cat cong tay vé chd cil, roi dura hai dira tré tdi xe ctia ¢d. “S& 6n ca thoi. Cac con dimg lo. Pay chi i mt nhim 1an 8 hai
thoi.”

C0 déng cira xe, khoa lai bang diéu khién tir xa. Dance ding ding budc qua trude it ngwoi nhin vién xa hi, ¢6 ndy cling nhin lai voi nh mit thach
thire sac 1ém, t&i bén canh me ¢, nguoi dang bi dua vao sau mdt chiéc xe tuan canh.

“Con yéu quy!” Edie Dance thdt lén.



“Me, chuyén gi...”
“C khong thé n6i chuyén véi nghi pham,” Harper noi.
Dance quay ngoit lai dbi dién véi Harper, cao vira dung bang co. “Dumg bay trd voi toi. Tat ca chuyén ndy ¢6 nghia 1 sao?”

Ong ta binh than ‘Ba éy dang duoc dua t6i chd tam giam pﬁa hat dé thyc hién thi tuc t6 tung va ra trug’rc toa <‘ié xemxét xem c6 dugc phép tai ngoai
hay khong, Ba ay da bi bat va dugc thong bao vé cac quyén ctia minh. T6i khong cé trach nhi€ém ndi bat cir dicu gi voi ¢b.”

Céc bng kinh may quay tiép tuc thu iy timg gidy ctia dién bién day kich tinh.

Edie Dance ndi vdira, “Ho noi me giét Juan Millar!”

“Lam on hdly im ling, ba Dance.”

Dance phan nd 1n tiéng voi Harper, “Day 14 ‘danh gia cac cude diéu tra’ u? Chi toan 1 trd rac rudi, ding khong nao?”.
Harper thoai mai tang 1o nit déc vu.

Pién thoai di dong ctia Dance d6 chudng, va cd budc ra bén canh dé nghe may. “B3.”

“Katie, b6 vira vé dén nha va thiy canh sat & ddy. Canh sat tiéu bang. Ho dang luc soat moi thir. Ba Kensington bén hang x6mnoi ho mang di my
thing day dung du thir.”

“B, me wira bi bit...”

“Caig?”

“Vu giét ngudi vi nhan dao d6. Juan Millar.”

“C)i, Katie.”

“Con s& dua bon tré t&i chd Martine, sau dé bd hay dén gip con tai toa an ¢ Salinas. Me s€ bi khoi t6 va s& ¢o mdt phién tda xem xét tai ngoai.”
“Tét nhién rdi. BS... B6 khong biét phai lim gi nita, con gai,” giong ng v ra.

Dance cam thdy dau nhoi khi phéi nghe chinh b ¢6 - binh thurdng von ludn diém tinh va biét m chii ban than - trd nén tuyét vong dén thé.

“Ching ta s& thu xép 6n thoa viéc ndy,” cb ndi, cd to ra tur tin song trong long thure s cam thiy lo Eing va bi rdi khong kém gi bd minh. “Con s& goi lai

sau.
Hai ngudi ngirng lién lac.

“Me,” cd goi qua cira xe, ciii xudng nhin khubn mt 0 il ctia me minh. “S& 6n ca thoi. Con s& gip lai me 6 tda.”

Céng 6 vién nghiém giong n6i, “Dic vu Dance, t6i khong mubn phai nhéc lai voi ¢6 an nita. C6 khong diroc ndi chuyén v6i pham nhén.”
C6 tang 1o Harper. “Va dimng néi 1oi ndo voi bat cir ai,” ¢ dan do me minh.

“T6i hy vong chiing ta s& khong phai c6 thém mot réc rdi vé& an ninh & ddy,” ngudi cong t& vién nghiém giong noi.

Dance liéc mit nhin lai, im king thach thirc 6ng ta thyc hién 16i de doa ctia minh, cho diind ¢4 la gi dintra. Sau d6 c6 nhin vé phia dam nhan vién CHP
gAn do, trong s ndy cd mdt ngudi co timg am viée cling, DOi it anh ta né tranh cai nhin ctia ¢6. Lic ndy tit ca moi ngudi ¢ day déu dang nim trong

tay Harper.
C6 quay lai di vé phia xe ctia minh, nhung i lai chuyén huréng vé phia nguoi phy nit tir xung 1 nhan vién xa hoi.

Dance dimg gin canh ¢ ta. “MAy dira tré kia déu c6 dién thoai di dong. Téi 14 sb hai trong danh séch bAm sb nhanh, ngay sau 911. Va t6i d4m chiic
ching da ndi véi ¢6 t6i Ia mdt nhan vién thyre thi phap luat. Vay thi vi Iy do quai quy ndo c6 lai khdng goi cho t6i?”

Ngudi phy nit chop it va i lai. “C6 khong thé noi voi toi bang giong d6.”
“Vily do quai quy ndo c6 lai khong goi dién?”
“T61 dang lam ding theo quy trinh.”

“Céc quy trinh déu dit loi ich cta i tré 1én trén hét. C6 phai lién lac voi b me hay ngudi gidm hd ctia ching trong nhimg truong hop nhur thé nay.”



“Pugc rdi, t6i chi lim nhing gi duoc yéu cau.”

“Co da lam viéc ndy duoc bao 1 rdi?”

“Do khong phéi chuyén cta cd.”

“Puoc thdi, t6i s€ ndi cho c6 hay, thua quy cd. C6 hai cau tra 10i: Hodc 1a chua du lau, hoéc 1a da qua lau.”

“C6 khong thé...”

Nhung Dance d4 bo di va dang chui tré lai vao trong xe ctia minh, gat can s6. C6 van dé nguyén may nd tir ic dén.
“Me,” Maggie Ién tiéng hoi, vira khoc vira ndc 1én that nhoi long. “Chuyén gi s& xay ra v6iba a?”

Dance khong dinh s& noi ddi cac con minh. CH d:.?l hpc duoc ring suy cho ciing, m mdt ngudi me thi tdt hon nén dbi dién véi ndi dau va so hii hon |
chdi bo hay né tranh ching, Nhung c6 da phai co hét suc dé giit cho giong ndi ctia minh khong mang vé hoang loan.

“Ba ngoai cc con s& phai gip mot tham phén, va me hy vong ba sém quay vé nha. Sau d6 nguoi ta s& tim hiéu xem chuyén gi da xay ra. Chi c6 diéu
chiing ta van chua bict duogc.”

C6 dua cac con dén nha ban than nhit ctia minh, Martine Christensen, nguoi cing diéu hinh trang web 4m nhac v6i c0.

“Con khong thich dng ta,” Wes noi.
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“Ong Harper.”

“Me ciing khong thich 6ng ta,” Dance noi.

“Con mubn dén toa 4n cling voi me,” Maggie noi.

“Khong, Mag. Me khong biét me s& phai & d6 bao lau.”

Dance ngodi lai nhin va danh mdt ny cuoi 8 trén an 1 tré.

Nhin khuon niit tht than hoang ht ctia cic con, ¢ cang cam thiy buc Robert Harper hon.

Dance cam clgiéc micro ding cho ché d6 dam thoai ranh tay vao dién thoai di dong cua c0, nghi ngoi trong khoanh khéc 16i goi cho luat su bao chita tot
nhat ¢6 c6 thé nhé dén lic nay. George Sheedy timg danh bon tieng dong ho ¢6 gang tim cach lam mat hiéu lue 101 néi ctia Dance trén buc nhan chimg,
Ong ta da tién sat t6i viéc gianh duoc phan quyct khong co6 t9i cho mbt trum bang dang ¢ Salinas, mot g hién nhién t6i 16i day minh. Nhung nhitng nguoi
tot da thang cudc va tén nay finh an chung thin. Sau phién toa, Sheedy da tdi gip Dance va bat tay ¢, khen ngoi c6 vi cong viée xuat sac c6 da lam trén
buc nhin chirg, C6 cling thira nhan ning hrc ctia 6ng 1am co rat an tuong,

Trong khi cude goi dang dugc chuyén dén cho Sheedy, c6 nhan thiy dam quay phim tiép tuc ghi lai canh twong dy kich dong, tht ca déu tap trung vao
chibc xe c6 me ¢6 ngdi trong véi doi tay bi cong, Trong bon ho nhur mot dam phién quan dang ding sting phong hyu tin cng vao nhitng ngudi linh da b
choang vang vi trai pha.

*

Kelley Morgan da binh tinh lai sau khi ké xAm nhdp tir san sau hoa ra khong phai 1 Ngudi Tuyét Khing Khiép, nén quay sang chai chudt mai toc.
C6 gai tudi vi thanh nién ndy chra bao gioy 11 xa cac dung cu cubn toc clia minh.
Mai toc ciia ¢d 1 thir déng thit vong nhét trén thé giéi. Chi can mot chit d6 dm, vay 1 nb xodn tit 1én va kim c6 phat dién dén mirc khong thé chiu ndi.

C6 can phii di gip Juanita, Trey va Toni & Alvarado sau bon muoi phit nita, va ho B nhitng ngwoi ban tuyét voi dén mirc néu cd dén tré hon muoi phit,
ho s& cho ¢6 leo cay. C6 da quén khuay thoi gian trong khi viet mdt bai trén muyc Bri’s Town Hall @ OurWorld vé Tammy Foster.

Khi Kelley ngwéc niit 1én nhin vao gwong, c6 nhin ra khong khi dm wét di bién cac lon toc thanh thir tao vt ndy. Vay i c6 ding xuét va quay sang tin
cong nhitng lon toc ndu xodn tit.

C6 nguoi timg dang 1én mot blog dia phirong - 4n danh, tit nhién roi:

nhung co ta nén ch()n kidu dau PO. LOL. Ky thit, sao c6 nang khong hiéu ra nhi.

Kelley d khéc nirc nd, sitng s& trwdc nhitng 1 & tan nhin cira vao c6 nhu mot hrdi dao cao.



Bai binh luan d6 chinh I3 ly do khién ¢6 bénh vuc Tammy trén OuwrWorld va du ly v6i AnonGurl - ké cubi cung ¢ ciing danh bai duge, d6 13 mot thoi
khéc that vi dai.

Ngay c ltic ndy, nghi lai bai viét tan nhén vé mi toc ctia minh, c0 gii van théy ring minh & ché. Va phan nd. Bt chép viéc Jamie néi cdu yéu moi thir &
¢0. Bai viet d6 da giay vo nang né Kelley, 1am ¢6 bé tré nén cuc ky nhay cam ve chit d€ toc tai. Va khien c6 mat khong biet bao nhi€u gio. Ké tir hom
mimg Bon thang Tu d6, ¢6 bé chua tirng ra ngoai lay mdt 1an ma khdng phai kho so vat 1on bude méi tdc ctia minh vao khudn phép.

Tt 16, vao viée thoi, co gai.

Kelley roi khoi méy tinh, t6i true ban phén cta minh va cam dién m néng miy cudn nhiét. Ching lim toc ¢6 bé ché ngon, nhung it nhét hoi nong cling
thuan phuc dugc nhitng lon toc phan phiic wong budng nhat.

C5 bé bat dén ban phan lén, ngdi xubng, coi 4o so ml ra va némné xudng san, sau d6 e chiéc 4o hai ddy ra ngoai 4o nguc, thich thi trudc hinh anh
ctia ba cap day ao: Do, hdng va den. C6 thir may udn toc. Can vai phut niva. Sap duoc roi. C6 bt dau chai. That 1 bt cong hét chd néi. Khudn mit
xinh xén, ngure ngon lanh, mong hét say. Va cai mai toc quai go ny.

Kelley tinh co liéc méit nhin vé phia méy tinh ctia minh va thdy mot tin nhéin nhanh tir mdt ngudi ban.

Kelley bat cuoi. Tris that hao phong v6i nhitng du chdm cam

Thong thurdng, ¢6 khong méy khi doc Ban tin Chilton - n6 thudng dinh déng dén chinh trj nhiéu hon mirc bén thin 6 quan tim - nhung b da dua n6
vao dudng dan RSS ctia minh sau khi Chilton bat dau déng bai vé vu tai nan hém ming Chin théng Sau vdi tya d€ Nhimng cay thip t ven duong Kelley
da c6 mat & bira ti€c démdo va, ngay trude khi Caitlin cting nhitng ¢d gai khac ra v, c6 da thay Travis Brigham cai co voi Caitlin.

C0 nang chay t6i ban phim va gd: Khong dua chir?

Tris tra 1, Chilton da bo hét nhitng c4i tén di, nhung ngudi ta dang néi Travis da tin cong Tammy!!

Kelley g5: Chiic chiin hay cau dang doén thé?

Cau tra 16i: CHAC, CHAC!!!! Travis ndi dién vi ¢o 4y chi trich héin trén blog, BOC BI!!!! NGUOI LAI XE = TRAVIS va NAN NHN = TAMMY.

Choang vang budn ndn, Kelley bat dau hdi ha gd ban phim, md Ban tin Chilton ra va tim kiém trong bai viét Nhirng cay thip tur ven dudng. Dén gin
cudi, ¢o doc thay:

Tra 161 Chilton, do BrittanyM dang,

C6 ai xem ban tin chura???? Ké nao d6 dé lai modt cay thap tir sau d6 x6ng dén tan cong cd gai kia. Tét ca chuyén do c6 nghia i gi? OMG, t6i dam
cuoc d6 1a [nguoi lai xe]!

Tra 161 Chilton, do CT093 déng.

Canh sat & ch5 [xoa] nao rf)i" Toi nghe noi co gai trong cép xe dabi hlep va co nhung hlnhthap ttr rach trén nguoi, sau do hin BO MAC co dy trong

Tra 161 Chilton, ngudi ding 4n danh.

Toi va céc ban ti & gin chd bai bién noi [nan nhan] dwoc tim thiy va ho nghe théy canh sét n6i vé cay thap tur niy. C6 vé nhur hén dé n6 lai nhur 1o canh
cao moi nguoi hily ngdm miéng. [Nan nhan] bi tin cong va cudng birc vi ¢6 dy da vach mat [ngudi lai xe] O DY, y t6i la nhitng gi c6 ay da Vit trén
blog!!! Hay chii y néu ban tig chi trich han trong nay va khong dimg proxy hay chirc nang dang bai an danh, cac ban dang hoan toan [x6a], han s€ tim
dén cac ban!!

Tra 101 Chilton, ngudi dang 4n danh.

Toi biét mot cdu & chd [nguoi ldi xe] t6i choi game va cdu ta n6i [nguoi i xe] da noi hén s& tim dén tzit ca nhitng ai d4 dang bai n6i xau minh, ciu ta dinh
s& cit co ho giong bon khing b6 trén truyén hinh A Rap, niy, com [ngudi li xe] chinh I tén st thi dé lai cay thip tr ven duong!!! Va CHAC CHAN
ding thé!!!



Khong... Chia oi, khong! Kelley nhé lai nhimg gi 6 da dang vé Travis. C6 da viét nhirng i nhi? Liéu cu ta 6 ndi dién véi c6 khong? C6 cudng cudng
cudn nain hinh va tim thiy bai viét ciia minh.

Tra 161 Chilton, do BellaKelley dang,

Ong rét ding!!! Toi va ban t0i ¢6 mit & bita tic hom ming Chin khi chuyén d6 xdy ra va [ngwoi i xe] da t6i dé [da xoa] va hai o gai nhur thé, chi b
di thoi. Nhung anh ta thi khong, anh ta di theo ho ra ngoai ctra khi ho v&. Nhung ban than ching t6i cting dang trach vi da khong lam gj, tat ca nhiing
ngudi c6 mat ¢ d6. Tat ca ching t61 déu bict [nguoi i xe] la mbt ké tham hai va bénh hoan va dang ra chiing t6i phai goi canh sat hay ai d6 khi ho ra vé.
Lic ay t6i da c6 linh cam xau hét nhu trong phim Ghost Whisperer. Va thit nhin xem chuyén gi da xay ra.

Tai sa0? Tai sao minh lai n6i thé?
Minh chéing tirmg n6i, “Hay dé Tammy duoc yén. Dimg c6 cong kich ngudi khac trén mang”. Thé ma minh lai di n6i king nhéing vé Travis.

Chét tiét. Bay gior cAu ta s& tim dén ca minh nita! C6 phéi d6 chinh 1 tiéng dong minh nghe thiy bén ngoai ic nily khong? C6 khi cau ta thyc sy dang &
ngoai kia va viéc em trai minh xuat hién da lam céu ta s lanh di.

Kelley nghi t6i ngudi di xe dap ¢0 da trong thay. Khi that, Travis lic ndo ciing di xe dap, va rét nhiéu hoc sinh & truong da 16i cau ta ra ché giéu vi cau ta
khong c6 noi xe hoi.

C6 cam thfiy lo sg, buc boi, khiép dam...

Kelley dang nhin chéim chiim vao nhiing bai binh lun trén mén hinh mdy tinh khi ¢6 nghe thiy mot tiéng dong vang 1én sau hrng minh.

Mot tiéng ring réc, nhur lic trude.

Thém mdt tiéng dong nita.

C6 gii quay lai.

M6t tiéng hét choi tai kinh hoang bat ra tir miéng Kelley.

Mot khuon mit - khuon it k]nh hoang nbét ¢6 ting nhin thiy - dang grom guwom nhin ¢6 chim chém'qua ctra s6. Dong suy nghi tinh tdo cta Kelley lap
trc chét ciing. Co quy Sup xudng, cam thiy thir chét long nong hoi tran ra gi&a‘lni chan minh khi ¢c6 mat hoan toan kha nang kiém soat bang quang. Mot
con dau nhéi Ién trong 1ong ngue, lan I€n tan ham, roi lén miti, 1én mit. Kelley gan nhur nging thd.

Khudn mit no, bét dong, nhin chdm chdm vao ¢6 v6i doi mét den ngomto tudng, lan da bixé rach, mii chi con la nhitng khe hom, mOm bi khau kin, do
lom mau.

Cam giac kinh hoang tot do tir thi tho u lan di trin ngap khip trong co thé 6.

“Khong, khong, khong!”, Kelley khoc nc 1én nhu mot dira tré, 1om cdmbo di nhanh va xa hét strc c6 thé. C6 bé dam sim vio twong va choang vang
ndm vat ra thim

Do6i mit mo to gwdm guom, den ngdm.

Chiam chim nhin thing vao co.

“Khong...”

Kelley cudng cudng tuyét vong bo ra phia cira, c4i quin jean c6 dang méc da w6t siing nurde tiéu, bung c6 quin thét.

Doi mit do, cai migng bi khau lai d6 Iom mau d6. Chinh 1 ngudi tuyét, Ngwoi Tuyét Khing Khiép. Tan su trong phén tim tri vin con hoat dong ciia
minh, ¢d biét d6 chi 1 mdt chiec mét na, dugc budc Ién cay bang ling bén ngoai ctra sO.

Nhung diéu d6 ciing khong thé 1im diu bét con hoang loan da bing Ién trong ¢ - ndi so héi kinh khing nhét tir thoi tho 4u.
Va ¢b ciing hiéu diéu d6 c6 nghia 13 gi.

Travis Brigham dang & ddy. Céu ta da t6i dé giét ¢o, giong nhur cau ta da tim cach giét Tammy Foster.



Kelley cudi cling ciing ¢b ging dimg day duoc va loang choang dén bén cira. Chay thoi. Cudn xéo khoi noi ny.

Ra ngoai hanh lang, c6 quay v& phia cira trudc.

Chét tiét! N6 dang mo toang! Em trai ¢6 da khong thém khéa ctra.

Travis dang ¢ day, trong nha!

C6 c6 nén chay sang phong khach khong?

Trong lic ¢6 gai dimg d6 nhu déng bang lai vi so hii, ké tin cong ap dén Kelley tir phia sau, canh tay hin choang By quanh ¢ ¢6 bé nhur mdt con rin.
Kelley vimg vay cho t6i khi ké tin cong gi mot khau sting vao thai dwong co.

Cb ghi ndc Ién nire no. “Lam on, dimng, Travis.”

“Bénh hoan ha?”” ké tin cong thi tham. “Tham hai ha?”

“Minh xin 163, minh xin 16, minh khong ¢6 y d6!”

Trong khi ké tAn cong 16i ¢6 1 ra phia sau, v& phia cira xudng ting hAm, c6 cam thiy canh tay héin siét chit hon cho t6i khi nhitng 10 van xin va tiéng
nirc nd ctia o trd' nén nho lai, khé dan va vang sang tir khung ctra kinh phong khach sach bong khong vét bui chuyén thanh mau xam roi den kit.

*

Kathryn Dance khong la gi hé thong tur phép M. C6 da timg c6 mit tai cac van phong thém phan va phong xir 4n voi tir cach phong vién viét bai vé chit
& 6 pham, chuyén gia tur vén cho bdi thdm doan va mdt s quan ctia e krong thurc thi phap luat.

Nhung c¢6 chura bao gio [a thin nhan cta bi céo.

Sau khi rdi khoi bénh vién, ¢b dé céc con & lai nha Martine va goi dién cho Betsey, em géi c6, hién dang chung sdng véi chong & Santa Barbara.

“Bet, me gip ric roi roi”

“Céi gi? Ké cho embiét c6 chuyén gi di xay ra,” c6 chut quan tim thyuc sur nghiém chinh hiém hoi trong giong ndi ctia ¢d em gai tré hon Dance vai tudi,
thong thuong kha vo lo vo nghi. Betsey c6 mii toc Iuwon song dep thién than va khong nglrng nhay tir cong vi€e nay sang cong vi€e khac chang khac gi
mdt con budm dao choi gitta nhitng bong hoa.

Dance ké lai nhitng chi tiét co da biét.

“Em s& goi cho me ngay bay gid,” Betsey tuyén bo.

“Me dang bi tam giam. Ho da tich thu dién thoai ctia me 1Oi. Sép c6 mdt phién xem xét kha ning cho tai ngoai. Pén luc d6 ching ta s¢ biét nhiéu hon.”
“Em & to1.”

“C6 & dé sau thi tot hon.”

“Puogc thoi, tt nhién roi. Oi, Katie, chuyén nay nghiém trong dén mirc nao?”

Dance do dyr. C6 nhé lai doi mit lanh King, kién quyét ctia Harper, doi it ctia mdt nha truyén gido. C6 két ludn, “C6 thé nghiém trong ddy.”

Sau khi hai chi em ngiit lién lac, Dance da ngay lap tirc l4i xe 161 noi day, van phong thdm phén so thim tai tda 4n, noi lic ndy co dang ngdi cing| bo.
Nguoi dan 6ng ¢6 voc ngudi xuong xuong va méi toc bac tréng trong con nhot nhat hon thuong I6. Ong da hoc duoc qua thire € khic nghiét ve nhimng
moi nguy hlem ma mdt nha sinh vt hoc bién phéi dbi dién véi anh mit troi gay gt trén dai duong. Gidy ddy ong trd thanh mot nguoi khong thé sdng thiéu
kem chdng néing va mii.

Ong khoac mdt canh tay én vai Dance.

Edie da tréi qua mdt gios dong ho trong phong tam giam - noi rat nhiéu tén ti pham bi Dance bét giit timg tam tr. Ni dc vu biét 1o quy trinh: Moi tur
trang ca nhan déu bi tich thu. Ban trai qua bude kiém tra 1énh bét va tham van lay thong tin ban dau, va roi ban ngdi trong mt phong giam, xung quanh la
nhitng ké bi bat khac. Viéc duy nhat c6 thé 1am 1a doi va doi.

C}léi ctng, ban bj dua dén day, t6i vin phong lanh 8o khong chit tinh nguoi ctia thdm phén so thAm dé tham dy budi xem xét tai ngoai. Quanh Dance va
bocola tlﬁqh Viél} ctia hang chyc gia dinh nhiing ngudi bi bat khac. Phén 16n cac bi cao ¢ niit ta1 dﬁy: mdt sO mic thudng phuc, mdt s6 mac bo do
pham nhan lién quan mau d6 ctia hat Monterey, 1a nhitng thanh nién goc La Tinh. Dance nhdn ra rat nhi€u thanh vién ctia cac bang nhdm véi by dang

nhéch nhac. Mot sb 1 pguéi da tréng voi khudn mit rAu i, tréng con tan ta tham hai hon ca dam nguoi La Tﬁ]}g Vo1 bd rang va mai toc ¢ tinh trang kha
thé tham. Ngoi phia cudi phong 14 d6i ngii nhirng hudt sur duge chi dinh cho céc bi cdo. Cé nhitng ngudi ting tién béo Ianh ciing cd mat, chd doi dut tai



khoan murdi phan trim tir d4m pham nhan xo Xac clia minh.

Dance nguéc mit kn nhin me c6 khi ba bi gidi vao. Tim c6 dau nhoi khi phéi chimg kién ba bi cong tay. Ba khong méc b dd lién quan ciia pham nhén.
Nhung mii téc cta me 6, binh thuong luén dugc chai chin chu, bay gio roi bu. Chice vong co ba tir lam da bi tich thu trong quy trinh bét gilr. Ca nhan
dinh hon va nhAn cudi ciing vay. D6i it ba dé hoe.

Dém lut sur di lai tha thén trong phong, mot sb nhin ching kha hon thin chii ctia ho la méy. Chi ¢6 luat su ctia Edie Dance dang mac trén nguoi mot bo
vest da duoc tho may chinh stra lai sau khi mua. George Sheedy hanh ngh€ trong finh vire Iuét hinh sy ¢ vimg duyén hai mién Trung California tir hai thap
ky nay. Ong ta c6 mai toc rAmnga xam, than nguoi hinh thang nguoc véi doi vai rong va giong tram co the tao ra mdt phién ban dang kinh ngac ctia “Old
Man River”.

Sau cude noi chuyén dién thoai ngin trén xe véi Sheedy, Dance da ngay lp tirc goi cho Michael O’Neil, anh thuc sw ngd ngang khi biét tin ndy. Sau do
¢d con goi dién cho cong to vién hat Monterey, Alonzo Sandy Sandoval.

“Toi vira biét chuyén do, Kathryn,” Sandoval burc boi cau nhau. “Téi s& noi thing véi co: Ching t6i da cho MCSO diéu tra vé cai chét ctia Millar, chic
chén 16i, nhung t6i khong hé biét Harper €6 it trong thanh pho dé am gl Vamot cude bit gitt cong khai,” giong 6ng 10 15 vé cay dang, “Picu do that
khong thé tha thir duoc. Néu Chuong Iy tiéu bang mot mure mudn khoi t, dang I8 t6i da dé nghi ¢o dua ba Ay t6i”

Dance tin 6ng ta. C6 va Sandy da m viéc cling nhau nhiéu ndm va tong khong it ké xAu vao ti, nhd mdt phén vio su tin twéng 1An nhau,
“Nhung t6i rat tiéc, Kathryn. Monterey khong c6 lién quan gi dén vu nay. Bay gio nd nim trong tay Harper va Sacramento.”

C6 camon vj cong tb vién va ngit lién lac. Song it nhat ¢6 da ¢6 thé thu xép aé viéc xemxét cho phép tai ngoai ctia me minh duoc thyc hién nhanh
chong. Theo luat phép California, thoi gian xem xét 1 do thamphan so thim quyet dinh. O mdt s6 noi, nhur bén khu River va Los Angeles, pham nhin
thurong ngdi trong phong tam giam muroi hai gior trede khi ho xudt hién trude thim phan so thdm. Vi déy | mdt vy 4n mang, rat c6 thé thim phén so thim
s& khong cho phép xem xét tai ngoai, dé lai trach nhiém nay cho thim phan tai phién toa t6 tung, va & California viée nay thurong dién ra trong vong vai
ngay.

Cira dn ra hanh lang bén ngoai van dé m0, va Dance nhin thay rit nhiu ngudi méi dén deo the tac nghiép truyén thong trén ¢b. Khong méy quay ndo
duge phép hién dién, nhung van ¢6 vo s6 tap sb ghi chép.

Pung 1a mdt ganh xiéc...

Mot nhan vién hanh chinh goi 1n, “Edlth Barbara Dance”, va me c6 dimg day, u 1li, miit do hoe, tay van bi cong. Sheedy dén bén canh ba. Mot nhﬁn
vién ap giai dimg bén canh ho. Budi lam viéc nay chi danh riéng cho xem xét chap nhan tai ngoai, con nhiing truong hop khing cdo s& dugce xét dén sau,
tai phién t0 tung,

Harper da yéu cau khong cho Edie duoc phép tai ngoai, mt viéc khong hé 1am Dance ngac nhién. B4 ¢6 cimg ngudi lai trude nhirng 161 € tan nhén clia
vi cong t0 vien, nguoi da bicn Edie thanh mot Jack Kevorkian[3] v6 ctng nguy hiém, mot nguoi néu duoc tha cho tai ngoai s€ nham t6i gict hai cac bénh
nhan khac trude khi bo tron sang Canada.

[3 Mot nha nghién ciru bénh hoc nguoi My, thirdng dugc goi la “Bac sitir than’”, Ong da chién d4u khong mét moi trong cudc tranh cai vé “cai chét ém
°, gifp dira nhitmg bénh nhan méc bénh nany, vé phurong ctru chita dugc két thic ndi dau sémhon.]

Stuart sting so khi nghe vo ong bi ngudi khac goi bang nhitng tir ngit nhur thé.
“Khong sao déu, bd,” con gai dng thi tham, “D6 chi i cach ho néi thdi.”” Cho di nhing 16 n6i Ay ciing lam tim ¢6 dau nhoi.

George Sheedy tranh luan rinh mach dé nghj tha ngudi dudi camkét - ciia chinh Edie, chi ra viée ba khong hé ¢6 tién sir tur phép va nguon gdc xuat thin
cua ba trong cong dong,

Thim phén so tham, mdt ngudi gbe La Tinh c6 d6i mit nhanh nhen da timg gip qua Kathryn Dance, thé hién 15 6ng ta dang phai chiu dung sirc ép déng
ké, diéu co c6 thé d& dang nhan ra tir nhitng biéu hién v& cir chi va khuon mit ctia nguoi thAm phén. Nguoi thim phén so tham khong hé muén phai xir
Iy vu ndy chut ndo. Ong ta chlnuoncu xtr dang hoang voi Dance vi ¢6 1a mt nhan vién cong lye chimg mire, ¢6 tmhthanhop tac. Song dng cling y
thirc dwoc Harper 1 mot tén tudi In dén tir mdt thanh phd 1on. Va 6ng thim phan ciing phai rat dé y toi gioi truyén thong nira.

Cudc tranh luén tiép tuc.

Dance, mjt nhén vién cong I, nhan ra ¢ dang hoi tuong lai giai doan trude trong thang, nhé lai hoan cénh,dién ra cai chét ctia ngurdi nhan vién canh
sat. CO gang khdp céc su kién voi nhau. C6 da nhin thay ai & bénh vién vao khoang thoi gian Juan Millar chét? Nguyén nhan chinh xac gdy nén cai chet
do 1a gi? Lic d6 me c6 da ¢ dau?

Lic ndy, 6 ngudc mit 1én va thiy me dang nhin minh chiim chi. Dance mim cudi budn véi ba. Khuén mat Edie khong biéu 16 bét ctr cam xtic ndo. Ba
quay lai phia Sheedy.

Cubi cing, ngudi thdm phén thoa hiép. Ong ta dua ra mirc bao lnh tai ngoai ¢ nira triéu d6 la, mot khoan tién khong phéi qua hiém gip voi mot vy an
mang, nhung dong thoi cling khong qua ning né. Edie va Stuart khong gidu c6 nhung ho s6 hiru vo thoi han ngdi nha ctia minh, vi ngdi nha d6 ndm &
Carmrel, khong xa bd bién [a may, han nd phai tri gia t6i hai triéu. Ho ¢6 thé lay ngdi nha lam bao dam dé the chap.



Harper d6n nhan tin ndy mjt cach khéic ky - khu6n mat Ong ta khong chit troi cudi, ngudi vuon théng nhung thoai mai. Két uin ctia Dance I 6ng ta
hoan toan khong hé bi p hrc, bét chap két qua bt loi. Ong ta lam c6 nhé t6i J.Doe, tén sét nhan & Los Angeles. Mot trong nhitng Iy do c6 d gip nhidu
kho khén trong viéc nhén ra man déi tré ctia ké tinh nghi |4 nhitng 101 tiét 16 va cam nhan duoc ddy di rit xa, tp trung vao ban than ciing nhur khong méy
bdi r6i khi hiin n6i ddi nhan danh Iy & ctia minh. Pidu nay chiic chéin ciing ¢6 thé 4p dung cho Robert Harper.

Edie bi dura trd lai phong tam giam, con Stuart dimg ddy di gip nhén vién hanh chinh dé thu xép dong bao lanh.

Trong khi Harper cai khuy 4o vest va bude ra ctra, khudn méat vo cam nhu mot tAm mit na, Dance chiin duong 6ng ta. “Tai sao 6ng lai lam chuyén
nay?”

Ong ta binh than nhin ¢6, khong n6i mot 1oi.

Dance néi 'Eiép, “Ong co thé dé hat Monterey phu trach vu nay. Tai sao 6ng lai tir tn San Francisco xubng day? Ong dang toan tinh gi vay?” C6 dang
ndi da to d€ dam phong vién gan d6 nghe thay.

Harper n6i dimng dung déu déu, “Téi khong thé thao ludn chuyén nay voi ¢d.”
“Tai sao lai Ia me t61?”

“Toi khong c6 gi¢ dé 161, ong day ctra di ra ngoai, budc xudng cac bac thém toa an, dimg lai & d6 dé tra 16i béo chi - voi nhitng ngudi ndy ¢6 vé ngii
cong 6 vién c6 rat nhidu diéu dé noi.

Dance quay lai ngdi xubng mdt bang ghé cimg, chd doi bd me.

Muroi phit sau, George Sheedy va Stuart Dance t6i chd co.

C hoi bd, “Viée d6 6n ca chir b6?”

“Phai,” ong bd d4p véi giong trong rdng,

“Chirng nao e s€ dugce tha?”

Stuart dura nit nhin Sheedy rdi ndi, “Murdi phit, ¢ khi con sém hon.”
“Camon Ong,” Stuart bt tay nguoi uat su.

Dance git dau bay to sur biét on véi Sheedy, vi ludt s ndi voi hai bd con ¢d ring 6ng s& quay lai viin phong va s& bt dau chuén bi viée bao chira ngay
lap tc.

Sau khi 6ng ta di khoi, Dance hoi bd, “Ho da Iy gi khoi nha ha b5?”
“B6 khdng biét. Hang x6mn6i ho ¢6 vé quan tim dén ga ra. Ching ta di khoi day thoi. B cam ghét noi nay.”

Hai ngu6i bude ra ngoai sanh. Mot vai phong vién nhin thiy Dance va lai gan. “Diic vu Dance,” mdt phu nit hoi, “c6 c6 thiy bdi rdi khong khi biét me
minh bj bat vi t6i giét nguoi?”
Vay day, co nhung cau phong van chang khac g1 dao €a0. Dance rmon dap tra bang 101 le nao do that sic ben, nhu‘ng ]a1 nhor to1 nguyen tac sb Imt

trén trang nht cac bao s6 ra hom sau.

Nit dc vy mim cuoi. “Toi khong 6 chit nghi ngd ndo vé viée day chi | mdt hiéu nhdm tai hai. Me t6i gitt cwong vi y t4 da nhidu néim nay. Ba tan tuy
lam viée d€ ctru song sinh mang con ngudi, chir khdng phai dé turde doat nd.”

“C6 ¢6 biét me minh da ky vao mdt don van dong ung ho Jack Kevorkian va trg giip viéc ty sat hay khong?”’

Khong, Dance khong biét chuyén d6. Va, ¢6 thim tyr hoi, im sao gidi béo chi ¢6 thé biét dugc thong tin ndy nhanh dén thé? Co tra Ioi, “C6 s& phai hoi
e t61 vé chuyén d6. Nhung van dong dé thay doi phap luat khong dong nghia véi vi pham phép luat.”

Ping Iiic dién thoai di dong ctia cod db chudng, L4 O’Neil. C6 budc ra xa vai bude dé nghe may. ‘Michael, me t6i s€ dugc bao lanh tai ngoai,” ¢ ndi.
C6 mdt thoang king im. “Tét qua. On Chiia.”

Dance nhan ra anh goi c6 vi chuyén khac, mot viéc nghiém trong, “Cé chuyén gi vdy, Michael?”’

“Ngudi ta d tim thdy mot cay thap t nira.”

“M0ot vat tudng niém thue su, hay cd ngay thang trong lai duoc ghi trén d6 khong?”



“La ngay hdmnay. Va gidng hét cay thir nhdt. Vi canh cdy va day b6 hoa.”
C6 tuyét vong nhdm it lai. Dimg nira ch.

O’Neil tiép tuc. “Nhung nghe da. Ching ta c6 mot nhan chimg. Mot nguoi dan 6ng da thiy Travis aé lai cay thap tw. Co thé nguoi ndy ciing da thiy
thing bé di huréng ndo hoac didu gl d6 vé ciu ta cho phép ching ta biét n6 trdn & dau. C6 mubn thim van nhan chimg nay chir?”

Thém mot thoang im ing, “T6i s& dén chd d6 sau murdi phut nira.”

O’Neil cho ¢6 dia chi. Hai nguoi ngit lién lac.

Dance quay sang b minh. “B6, con khong & lai duge. Con rat xin 161

Ong quay khuon miit dién trai nhung day phién mudn sang phia con gai. “Sao co?”

“Nguoi ta tlmthay mot cay thap tu nira. Cu thiéu nién c6 vé lai dinh tin cong mdt ngudi khac. Trong ngiy hom nay. Nhung c6 mot nhén chimg. Con
can thim van ngudi nay.”

“Tét nhién rdi,” nhung giong ndi clia éng khong hé ¢ chiit chéc chdn ndo. 'Vao khoanh khéic ndy ong dang trai qua mot con 4c mong - cling 2An toi t&
bang nhitng gi me ¢6 phéi chiu dung - Gng mudn con gai minh & bén, vai tat ca hiéu biét chuyén mdn va nhirmg mdi quan hé ma ¢ ¢o.

Nhung Dance khong thé xua tan khoi tm tri hinh anh Tammy Foster dang mét tri vi kinh hoang, bi trdi chit trong cdp xe, khi nudc dang lén cao dan.

Va ca hinh anh d6i mt Travis Bngham nita, lanh o, den ngom dudi cap l6ng may ram khi cdu ta guom guormnhm ong b6, nhur nhén vt clia cau ta
trong mot trd choi, dugc trang bi bang dao hay kiém, dang phén van muén budc tir thé giéi do ra thé gii thue dé giét chét ong ta.

C6 can phai di. Va ngay bay gio. “Con xin 161 ¢ 6m ly bd.
“Me con s& hiéu.”

Dance chay t6i xe ctia ¢0 va nd méy. Trong khi dang i xe ra khoi bii €, ¢6 iéc mit nhin vao gwong chiéu hiu va thiy me minh xuat hién trén khung
ctra dan vao khu tam giam. Edie dam dam nhin theo con gai ba dang roi di. P6i it hoan toan binh than, khuon niit ba khong d€ 16 cam xuc nao.

Ban chén Dance da nhich sang can dap phanh. Nhung sau d6 c6 nhn ga lan nita va bat thanh dén nhay lén. C6 nhé lai 1i ctia bd minh.
Me con s& hiéu.

Khong, me s& khong hiéu, Dance thim nghi. Chéc chin ba khong thé hiéu.

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 14

Sau tirng Ay ndm song tai khu vire ndy, Kathryn Dance van chua bao g thue sy Bim quen duge véi swong mi & Ban dao Monterey. N6 giéng nhur ké
bién hinh - m6t nhan vat bude ra tir nhitng cubn sach gia trong Wes ua thich. C6 lic n6 Ia nhimg dai mong 6m sat mt dat va hrdt qua bén ban nhur
nhirng bong ma. Luic khac nd lai trd thanh mdt lan khoi trim 1én xa 1 va ving dat hai bén duong, che mo moi thir.

Thir swong mil thurong gap nhét fira mdt tAm ga trai girdng bang vai bong day bong bénh, cach mit dat vai chuc mét, gidng nhirmg dam méy kim moi vat
bén dudino t6i den - nhu mdt di€m go.
D6 chinh 1 thir swong mi xuat hién ngay hom nay.

Bong i sim dan lai trong khi Dance, dang vira nghe Raquy va nhém Cavemen - mdt ban nhac Béc Phi ndi tiéng voi phong cach nhac g5, wira li xe qua
mot doan durdng ving vé xuyén ngang khu dét do tiéu bang quan Iy niim giira Carmel va Pacific Grove. Hai bén duong chii yéu i rimg cdy moc hoang,
dy thong, soi, bach dan va thich, thin cay lon dan xen v6i nhimg d4m cay bui. C6 I xe qua hang rao bao vé hién trudng cta canh sét, ting ky dam
phong vién va d6i quay phim. Bon ho ¢6 mét ¢ noi ndy vi vu tn cong hay vi me c6 ddy? Dance cay déng tw hoi.

C6 db xe, chao miy nhén vién cénh sét dtmg gin d6 va dén chd Michael O*Neil. Ho bét dau di vé phia suon ddc da bi phong t6a, noi cdy thip tu thir
hai dugc tim thay.

“Me c6 thé nao r6i?”” O’ Neil hoi.


http://ebookfull.net

“Khong duoc t6t Bm.”

Dance rat mimg vi anh ¢6 mit & ddy. Cam xtic trong ¢d dang cang phdng 1én nhur mot qua bong, va c6 khong thé néi duoc g, khi ma hinh anh me ¢6 bi
cong tay va cudc do6i co voi ngurdi nhdn vién xa hdi vi cac con lai hién 1én 16 mon mot.

Anh khéng nén durge mim cudi noi. “Toi 6 thiy co trén tivi.”
“Trén tivi?”
“Nguoi phy nit trong giéng Oprah[1] d6 I ai thé? Lic Ay trong ¢6 vé nhur ¢d sip cong tay cd ta lai vy.”

[1. Oprah Gail Winfrey (sinh ngy 29 théng 01 nim 1954) & ngwoi din chuong trinh ddi thogi trén truyén hinh va |2 nha xuat bén tap chi tai M§. Winfrey
1a phu nit M gbc¢ Phi dau tién c6 tén trong danh sach cac ti phil va duge xem la mt trong nhiing nhan vat c6 nhicu anh hudng nhat trén thé gidi. ]

Dance tho dai. “Bon ho thu duge canh d6 vao may quay 1di sa0?”
“Trong ¢d,” anh ngimg lai tim tir, “¥4t oai.”
“Co ta dinh dua céc con t6i t61 chd T chirc Xa hoi.”

ONeil ¢6 vé sdc. “D6 1a Harper. Toan tinh chién thuat. Thiéu chit nita 6ng ta da gitip ké xu ninh minh duoc deo cong. O, déng ra t6i phai bdm cong
vao tay co ta.”

C0 ndi thém, “T61 da nho dugc Sheedy lo vu clia me minh.”

“George 42 T6t ddy, ong ta rat cimg ran. C6 ciing khong dugc phép nhurong bo.”
“A, va sau d6 Overby cho phép Harper t¢i CBI. B¢ kiém tra cac hd so ciia t6i.”
“Khong thé nao!”

“Toi nghi 6ng ta dang tim xem t6i ¢6 x6a bo bang chimng hay sira chita cac hd so lién quan t6i vu Juan Millar hay khong, Overby néi ong ta kiém tra ca
céac ho so tai phong lam viée ctia anh nita.”

“O MCSO a?” O’ Neil hoi. Dance ¢6 thé thiy con gian ctia anh dang bing Ién nhur cot dén do béo hiéu trén xa 1. “Overby c6 biét Harper dang thu thap
mdt ho so budc tdi me ¢d khong?”

“Toi khong biét. It nhit ong ta ciing phai nghi: Vi chuyen quai quy gi ma gi nay lai tr San Franc1sco t61 lang vang danh hoi quanh cac hd so ctia ching ta?
‘Pénh gia cac vu diéu tra’ u. Thét 16 bich,” con phan nd cta chinh c6 lai bing Ién, va sau mdt hdind luc, cudi cing co ciing kiém soat duge nd.

Hai nguoi t6i chd cay thap tu dugc cim mf)ng - mot sudn dbe bén duong. Vat tudng niém cling giéng nhu cly thap tu trude do: Nhitng canh cdy bi bé
ra duoc dan lai bang day budc hoa, va mit tambia cac tong c6 ghi ngay thang ctia hom nay trén do.

Du6i chan cay thap t 3 mdt bo hoa hong do nira.

Nir ddc vu khong khoi suy nghi: N6 turong trung cho vu &m hai nguoi nao day?

Con muroi bo nita dang doi huot.

Cay thip tr nay duoc dé lai & mdt doan duong Ving vé hﬁu nhu chi duoc trai l6p nhira mong qua loa ndm cach bo bién chimg mot dam Khong co
nhicu xe ¢§ qua lai, doan nay 1 con duong tt it ngudi bict dan t6i Xa 16 68. Trd tréu thay, day cling Ia mdt trong nhing con duong dan tdi tuyen xa 1o
moi ma Chilton da vict trong blog ctia dng ta.

bung bén mdt con dudng phu gAn cay thap tur chinh i nhan chimg, mot thirong gia ngoai bén muroi tudi. Dance thim doan: Néu dya vao ngoai hinh thi
¢ thé nghi ngay 6ng ta lAm an trong finh vyre bat dong san hodc bao hiém Nguoi dan 6ng ndy ¢6 voc nguoi tron tria, phan bung déy chiéc 40 so mi miu
xanh nh hin ra ngoai lam dai thét heng tré xuong Mai toc ong dang thira din, ¢6 c6 thé tluynhu’ngnot chay ndng trén vang tran cao va dinh du hoi
nhin ctia 6ng ta. Ong ta dtmg bén mot chiéc Honda Accord da timng c6 thoi trong kha hop mbt.

Ca hai dén bén nguoi dan ong. O’Neil gii thidu véi co, “Pay 1a Ken Pfister.”

Dance bit tay nhan chimng. O’Neil n6i s& di giam st viéc kiém tra hién truong va bat dau budc ra phia ngoai dudng.

“Ong Pfister, hily ké cho t6i biét nhimg gi 6ng nhin thiy.”

“Travis. Travis Brigham.”

“Ong c6 chic 1a cau ta khong?”



Nhan chimg gt dau. “Toi thiy anh anh chang nay trén mang khi t6i an trura chimg nira gio trude. Chinh vi thé t6i nhén ra ciu ta.”
“Ong c6 thé cho i biét chinh x4c nhing gi ong da thdy khong?” ¢6 hoi. “Va khi nao?”

“Puoc thoi. Lic Ay vao khoang murdi mot gioy sang nay. Toi c6 mdt cude hop & Carmel. Toi quan Iy mdt vin phong & Allstate,” nhan chimg ndi ra diéu
ndy day tu hao.

Minh da doén diing, Dance nghi.

“Toi ra vé lic khoang muroi giy bn muroi va dang li xe trd lai Monterey. Theo con dudng tit ndy. N6 s& rat tuyét khi tuyén xa 16 moi d6 duoc khanh
thanh, phai khong nao?”

Dance mim cudi Bp g, khong phai mot nu cuoi thue sur.

“Va toi tat vao duong ndy,” vi nhan chimg vung tay chi, “dé goi vai cudc dién thoai.” Ong ta curoi hét ¢&. “Khong bao gio vira 1ai xe vira n6i chuyén. Do
1a nguyén tac clia to1.”

Dance nhudng mdt bén miy kén ra hiéu cho ong ta tiép tuc.

“T6i nhin qua kinh chén gi6 va thiy Travis cudc bo theo sudn dét. Tir phia kia lai. Cau ta khong thy t6i. Trong cau ta ¢6 vé nhur 1€ di timg bude. Duong
nhu Nie ay ciu ta dang ty n6i chuyén voi chinh minh.”

“Céau ta mic gi trén nguoi?”’

“MOot ci 40 ni ¢6 mil trim dAu, kiéu d4m nhoc van hay méc.”
A, 40 c6 mi trim dau.

“Céi 40 d6 mau gi?”

“T6i khong nho?”

“Cau ta c6 miic 40 khodc, quan thung khong?”

“Xin 16i. Toi khong dé y cho lim Lic dy t0i van chura biét anh chang dang dinh lim trd g - ti van chua nghe vé vu Nhitng cy thdp tu ven dudng, Tat
ca nhitng gi t61 biét Ia cdu nhdc trong c¢d vé ky cuc va dang sg. Cauta camtheo cay thap tu do, va cd mot con vat da chét.”

“Mot con vat?”

Pfister gat dz‘jiu “Phai, mdt con sdc hay mdt con chudt chili hodc thir gi dai loai nhu thé. Cb hong con vat bi cit dat,” vi nhan ching dua ngodn tay ludt
ngang qua co minh lam di¢u bd.

Dance ghét cay ghét dng nhirng hanh dong tin bao véi dong vat. Dau vay, ¢6 van giir giong binh than khi hoi, “C6 phai ciu ta vira méi giét con vét
khong?”

“Toi khong nghi thé. Khong c6 nhiéu mau Bm.”

“Puge 10i, sau d6 chuyén gi xay ra?”

“Sau d6 ciu ta ngd t6i ngd lui tir phia, va khi khong thiy ai nén anh ching md ba 16 ra va...”

“0, cauta c6 mit cdiba 16 sao?”

“Méu gi viy?”

“Um, den, t6i tin chic  thé. Cau ta Ky ra m)t cai xéng, mt céi xéng nho xiu. Logi ¢6 hay ding khi di cém trai. Va dao mot c4i hd, rdi cam ciy thip tu
xuc‘?ng dat. Sau do... chuyén nay that quai la. Cau ta thue hién nghi thirc ctia minh. Céu ta di vong quanh cay thap tu ba lan, va c6 vé nhu wira di vira cau
Khin™

“Cau khan?”

“Diing thé d4y. Lam nhim gi d6. Toi khong nghe duoc 1 g.”

“Con sau d6?”



“Cau ta cdm con soc én va lai di vong quanh cay thip tr ndm vong - t0i da dém timg 1An mot. Ba va nam... C6 thé d6 1 mot thong diép, mot manh mdi,
néu ai d6 cé thé suy doan ra duoc.”

Dance nhén théy tir sau khi Mat ma Da Vinci xuéit hi¢n, rét nhiéu nhén chimg ¢6 xu huéng thich gidi méi nhitng quan sat ctia ho hon I chi don gidn n6i ra
nhitng gi da nhin thay.

“Roi cauta laimo ba 16 ra Jn nira va ]ayra hon da nay cung mot con dao. Cau ta ding n6 mai séc udi dao, sau do ké dao Ién con séc. Toi nghi cauta
dinh cit n6 ra, song khong phai thé. Toi thdy mdi cu ta lai map may, r01 cAu ta goi cai xac lai trong mot thir gidy c6 miu vang ky quéi, trong nhur gidy
ban thao vy, va nhét vao ba 16. Sau do, c6 vé céu ta néi ndt vai cau cudi cling song di trd 1én con duodng, quay lai huréng da di t6i. Vira di vira nhay
cang Ién, o bict day. Nhu mot con vat vay.”

“Sau d6 ong lam gi?”’

“To6i o khoi ddy, thure hién vai cude gip nita. Toi quay trd lai vin phong, Chinh lic t6i vao mang va doc duoc tin vé& cu nhoc. Toi trong thiy anh cau
ta. Va giat minh. T6i goi 911 ngay lap tirc.”

Dance ra hi¢u goi Michael O’Neil t6i chd co.

“Michael, chuyén nay déng quan tim day. Ong Pfister thuc sur rat c6 ich.”

O’Neil gat dAu cam on vi thurong gia.

“Bay gioy ong co thé ké cho thanh tra O’Neil ddy nhiing gi 6ng da trong thiy chi?”

“TAt nhién.”

Pfister lai giai thich vé chuyén tat vao con duong phu dé goidién ‘thoai. “Céau nhéc mang theo mdt con vé}t g do da chétﬂ. T6i7nghi 1a mit con séc. Ciu ta
di vong quanh ba vong khong cam theo cdi xac. Sau do cdu ta trong cdy thip tu va di vong quanh ndm an. Cau ta da ltm bam néi mjt minh. Chuyén do
that ky quai. Giong nhir mdt ngdn ngir khac vay.”

“Va sau do?”

“Cau ta gdi con soc vao manh gidy ban thio nay va gi con dao Ién trén. Cu ta ni thém gi khéc nita bang thir ngdn ngir quai dan kia, 16i b6 di.”

“Rét d4ng quan tim,” O’Neil néi. “C6 néi ding, Kathryn.”

Chinh vao Iic d6, Dance théo cap kinh c6 gong miu hong nhat ctia ¢6 ra lau chii. Rdi nhe nhang thay n6 bang cip kinh ¢ gong den nghiém khéc.

ONeil hiéu ra ngay khi bit gap c6 dang deo cap kinh ké san moi ctia minh vao va i lai. Dance budc lai gin Pfister hon, vao su ving khong gian riéng
tu ctia Ong ta. Ngay lap tirc ¢d nhén ra 6ng ta dang cam thay bi de doa.

Tét.
“Bay gid, Ken, t6i biét 6ng dang ndi dbi. Va toi can 6ng ndi cho toi biét s that.”
“N6i d6i?” vi nhan chimg chdp mét choang vang,

Pfister da kha xuét sic trong man dyng chuyén cta ong ta, song vai o binh phdm va cir chi d3 danh dong Dance. Nghi ngo ctia ¢6 nay sinh ngay tir dau
khi phin tich ndi dung: Xt vé nhirng diéu 6ng ta ndi thay vi cach 6 ong dién dat ching. Vai 101 giai thich cta vi throng gia t0 ra qua kho dé tin Ia that. Ong

ta thira nhin khong hé biét cau nhoc I ai va chira bao gio nghe néi dén vu tn cong lién quan t6i Cay thap tw ven duong - trong khi duong nhu ban than
van thurdng xuyén lén mang cap nhat tin tirc. Tuyén bd Travis mic 4o ni cé mii trim dAu, dicu vai nguoi déng bai trong Ban tin Chilton da nhéc ¢én, song
lai khong nhé miu o - ngudi ta thudng cé xu huréng nhé miu séc trang phuc 6t hon nhidu so véi ban than chét liéu, kiéu dang cta nhimg mén do do.

Pfister cling ngumg lai giita chimg rét thuong xuyén - nhirng ké néigléihaylémﬂié trongkhicﬁ nghi ra nhitng 10i tO ra dang tin cdy. Va ong ta cling vién
deén it nhat mdt ctr chi “minh hoa” - dua ngdn tay ludt ngang qua cd. Ngudi ta thudng vién dén chimg mot cach vo thirc dé tang stre thuyét phuc cho
nhitng 101 bia dat.

Vay la mot khi da ngo e, Dance bt dau sir dung mot k' thudt co ban dé kiém tra: Dé xac dinh xem liéu c6 phéi ai d6 dang néi doi khong, ngudi thim
van s€ yéu cau nghe dinghe lai cau chuyén cta ho vai Jan. Ngudi ndi that ¢ xu huéng thay d6i cach dién dat 6 doi chd va nhdra ‘nhing diéu quén chura
nhic dén trong lin ké dau, nhung trinh tr cac sw kién uén gidng nhau. Ngwoc lai, ké noi dbi thurong quén mét trinh tir cac bién b trong cau chuyén hu
cau ciia anh ta. Piéu ny da xay ra voi Pfister khi ong ta ké lai tinh tiét v6i O’Neil roi bi 1an 1on vé thoi diém cu nhoc cam cay thap tur.

Turong tu, trong khi nhéin chirmg trung thyc ¢6 thé nhé ra nhimg chi tiét moi trong in k& thir hai, hiém khi mau thuéin voi 61 ké trude. Ban du Pfister noi
Travis thi thAm diéu gi d6 6ng khong nghe 15. Lan hai lai bao gom chi ti€t 6ng ta khong thé hi€u dugc thir ngdn ngit “ky quai”, diéu dong nghia véi viéc
thira nhan ban thin c6 nghe thay ching,



Dance di dén két luan khong mot chit ngo vre 1a Pfister dang bia chuyén.

Trong hoan canh khac, hzfm Dance s& thue hién cude thAm van mdt cach tinh té hon, dung thi thuat dé dan du déi trong 1oi dudi. Nhung ddy lai b mot
nguoi ma tinh cach ndi doi, ma theo nhu ¢4 déanh gig, thi mang dam “kicu xa hoi”. DOi voi the loai khong dang tin cdy trén, ¢6 s& mat mjt quing thoi gian
dai tham van vat va de t6i duoc sy that. C6 khong c6 thoi gio, cdy thap tur thir hai, cing ngy thang hom nay trén d6, nghia Ia Travis rat c6 the da kn ke
hoach thue hién cude tan cong ngay vao lic ndy.

“Vay nén, Ken, ong thuc su dang rit gin véi viéc ngdi ti ddy.”

“Cai gi? Khong!”

Dance khong hé ban khoan chit ndo vé viée tim kiém thém ban dién cho minh. C6 dwa miét nhin O’Neil, anh néi, “Dung thé. Ching toi can biét syr that.”
“Oj, am on. Xemndo...”

Nhung Pfister khong dura ra dugc gi dé ho danh gia. “Toi khong néi doi! That day. Moi thir t6i ké véi cac vi déu ding”

Diéu nay hoan toan khéc vai viéc ong ta camdoan da thure su trong thiy nhitng gi nhu d noi. Tai sao ké ddi tra luon nghii bon ho thong minh dén thé
nhi? C6 hdi, “Ong cé thue sy chirg kién nhitng viéc nhur da khai khong?”

Duéi cai nhin séc nhur laser ctia Dance, Pfister ngoanh mit tranh di. Hai vai 6ng ta budng thng xubng, “Khong, Nhung tét ca déu ding, Toi biét thé!”
“Lam thé nao ong biét duoc?” ¢b hoi.

“Vi t6i da doc thiy co ngudi chimg kién cau ta am nhig diéu ti ndi véi co. Trén cai blog d6. Ban tin Chilton.”

Doi mit ¢6 quay sang O’Neil. Vé mit ctia anh ciing twong tur nhur ¢6. Dance hoi, “Tai sao 6ng néi déi?”

Vi thurong gia gio hai ban tay len. “Toi mubn moi nguoi y thire duge mHi nguy hiém. Toi nghi nguoi ta can can than hon khi gi tﬁmthén nay dang lang
vang ngoai kia. Ho nén d€ phong than trong, nhat 1a vdi con cai ctia minh. Ching ta can phai can thin véi con cai chiing ta, ¢d biét thé ma.”

Dance nhén thély cir chi ciia ban tay, ling nghe tiéng nghén nghet khe khé trong c6 hong ong ta. Bay gt c6 da niim 1o nhimg du higu cir chi ctia nhén
vat nay khi n6i doi. “Ken? Ching t6i khong c6 thoi gian cho viéc nay dau.”

O’Neil tung cong tay ra.

“Khong, khong, Toi..” dau dng ta cdi gim xudng, dau hang hoan toan. “Toi da ¢6 vai v lam &n khong ra gi. Céc khodn vay bi doi thanh todn va toi
khong thé hoan trd dugc. Vay nén t6i...” ong ta thd dai.

“Vay l Ong n6i ddi dé tr thanh modt anh hing? C6 duoe chit quéng c4o ban thn?” khudn mat O*Neil hign 1 vé ghé tom khi dua mit nhin vé phia cac
nhom san tin dang bi ngn lai ngoai vanh dai phong tda, cach chd ho bon muroi lim mét.

Pfister bat d4u dinh phan ddi. Roi ban tay ong ta budng xudng, “Phéi. Toi xin 151.”

O’Neil ghi gi d6 vao sd ghi chii ctia minh. “Tdi s& phai n6i voi cong t vién vé chuyén nay.”

“Oi, mon... toi xin I6i.”

“Vay I 6ng khong hé thiy cau ta, nhung biét ai d6 vira dé lai cay thap tir va ong biét nguoi nay 14 ai.”
“Puge 101, t6i c6 ot y twdng. Y 161 I, phéi, t6i biét.”

“Tai sao 6ng lai doi t6i gid ndy méi n6i voi ching t6i?” Dance git 1én.

“T6i.. t6i sg. C6 thé hén vin con dang ndp quanh ddy.”

O’Neil hoi bang giong khe kh& ddy de doa, “Ong khdng nghi réing ba hoa tit ca nhitng chuyén rac rrdi vé& nghi thire hién sinh d6 c6 thé khién ching toi
dieu tra sai hudng a?”

“Toi nghi kiéu gi cac vi ciing d biét hét moi chuyén roi. Tat ca déu 6 trén blog d6. Ching phéi 1 s tht chir, ding khong nao?”
Dance kién nhén n6i, “Puoc 1o, Ken. Hay bt dau lai.”

“Tét nhién. Bét ctr didu gi.”

“Ong c6 thye sy tham gia cude hop d6 khong?”

“Co, thua co.”



Pfister dang chim sau vao trang thai cubi cung clia cam xuc khi bi thAm vén - chép nhén va thi nhin - dén mirc Dance génnhu bat cuol Nhan ching lic
nay da trd thanh ki€u mau ctia tinh than hop tac.

“Va sau d6 chuyén gi da xay ra?”

“Toi lai xe qua chd ndy va 1& vao khiic cua & day,” ong ta dirt khoat chi xudng dudi chin minh. “Khi t61 r& vao van chua c6 cdy thap ty ndo hét. Toi goi

vai cudc dién thoai, sau d6 vong xe quay tr ra giao 10. Toi doi chiéc xe trude mit chay di 10i quan sat doan dwong phia trude. Va né da 6 kia,” 6ng ta

lai chi tay. Lan nay 6ng nhin vé phia cdy thap tur. “Toi khong hé thiy cau ta. Con vé cai 4o 6 mil trim déu va nhitng chuyén khéc u? Toi kiém dugc tir
trén blog. Tat ca nhitng gi toi co thé n6i la minh khong bt gip ai & chd vé duong, vi thé cau ta hin phai tir trong rimg di ra. Va, phai, t6i biét nd c6 nghia
1a gi. Cay thdp tu. Va n6 lam tdi sg chét khi€p. Tén sat nhan méi vira & d6, ngay trude mit t6i!”

M6t tiéng cudi chua chat vang lén.

“T6i khoa cira lai that nhanh... Toi chua bao gior im gi can dam trong doi minh. Khong giéng bd ti. Ong Ay 1 linh ctru hoa, tinh nguyén.”

Chuyén nay van thurong xay dén véi Kathryn Dance. Khia canh quan trong nhat trong hoi cung va thdm van 12 can biét king nghe, khong phén xét vatinh
tho. Vi ¢d Iudn cai thién k§ ning nay hing ngity, cac nhan chimg - ca cac dbi trong nghi van - thurong ¢6 xu huéng xem c6 nhur mot chuyén gia vé tri ligu
tamly.

Quy 6ng Ken Pfister tdi nghi¢p dang xung tdi.

Nhung 6ng ta s& phai tim dén mot chuyén gia tam ly khéc. Cong viée ciia ¢6 khong bao gdm viéc chén tri nhitng con quy am anh tam tri ong,

O’Neil dang nhin vé phia vat rimg, Dura vao nhiing gi Pfister cung cdp ban déu,’céc nhAn vién canh sat dang timkiém & khu vire go dat. “:1“61: hon ching
ta nén kiém tra trong vat rimg.”” Anh némmot cai nhin lanh o v€ phia Pfister. “It nhat dicu d6 c6 thé s& hivu ich,” anh goi vai nhin vién diéu tra di theo
minh va ho bang qua duong t6i tim kiém trong vat rirng,

“Thé con chiéc xe 6ng da doi cho chay qua?” Dance hoi Pfister. “Liéu ngudi i xe ¢6 thé trong thiy gi d6 khong?”

“T6i khong biét. C6 thé, néu Travis van con & d6. Ho co tam nhin t5t hon t6i.”

“Ong ¢6 nhin thiy bién diing ky xe khong?”

“Khong, c6 1& n6 c6 miu tdi, nd B mdt chiée ban tai hoic xe tai. Nhung t6i nhé i xe cong.”

“Xe congu?”’

“Phai, ddng sau n c6 tir ‘tiéu bang’.”

“T6 chirc ndo vay?”

“T6i khong thiy. That ddy.”

Piéu do c6 thé c6 ich. Ho can lién lac véi tat ca cée co quan cong quyén California c6 kha néng c6 phuong tién qua lai trong khu wire. “Tét.”

Ong ta duong nhu phén khich véi i khen ngoi thoang qua.

“Puge rdi. Bay gio ong duoc tir do ra vé, Ken. Nhung hiy nhé van con mdt don khiéu nai dé ngo chdng lai ong”

“Véng, chéc rdi, chéc roi. Thé nay nhé, t6i rit xin 1bi. Toi khong c6 ¥ gi xAu,” ong ta hbi ha roi di.

Trong khi bang qua dudng t6i ¢hd O’Neil va nhém diéu tra vién dang ling suc trong vat rimg, Dance ddi theo vi throng gia dang kich dong chui vao
chiéc xe méo md clia Ong ta.

Tét ca cc cau chuyén déu & trén blog d6. Ching phai ding su that chi, phéi khong nao?

%

C6 mudn chét.

Kelley Morgan dang thém lang mong moi 10 cﬁq nguyén ctia ¢d duoc dap tra. Hoi hoa chit bc 1én dang lim c6 ngat thd. C6 khong con nhin thiy gi
nita. Phoi c6 dau rat, nit va miii ¢6 nhu dang boc chay.

Cam giac dau don...

Nhung con ghé ron hon né 1 y nghi vé& nhitng gi dang xay dén, nhimg thay d6i khing khiép noi lin da va khuon mit do chét héa hoc gy ra.



Dong suy nghi ctia ¢6 gai tré 16i nhu m6 bong bong. C6 khong con nh gi keé tir i bi Travis 10i xudng cdu  thang, Khi tinh lai ¢6 dé ¢ ddy, trong kho
ruou ti tim cia bd minh dudi tng hdm, bi xich vao mdt dudng dng. Miéng bi dan chit bang dinh, vimg ¢b bi ké tAn cong siét chit dén suyt chét dang
daurat.

Va ¢d i bi ngat dir doi boi thir gi @6 héin da d6 xudng san, thir hoa chét lic ndy dang thiéu chay mét, mii, hong .

Ngat, ngat...

Kelley c6 kéu lén. Thit vo ich voi dai bang dinh che kin miéng. Bén canh d6, chéing ai nghe duoc. Gia dinh 6 da ra ngoai hét va s& phai rt i nita mdi
¢4 nguoi quay ve.

Cam giac dau don...
Cb gii tré dién cudng, cb dap duodng dng bang dong bat ra khoi tuong, Nhung dudng 6ng kim loai khong chiu bung ra.
Giét toi dil

Kelley hiéu Travis Brigham dang lam gi. Hin d c6 thé siét ¢6 6 dén chét - chi can tiép tuc gitr thém vai phut nira. Hay bén 6. Nhung voi hén nhur thé
van chua du thoa mén. Khong, ké tham hai va bénh hoan dang béo thil bang cch hity hoai vé bé ngoai ctia co.

Hoi hoa cht s& gim nhim di 16ng mi va 1ong may c6 gai, hity hoai in da min ming, thdm chi ¢6 thé con im téc ¢b rung hét. Hin khong mudn co chét
ma nuon bien ¢d thanh mdt con quai vat.

Con nhéc quai g v6i khudn mit 16 loét nham nho, ké tham hai, bénh hoan.... Han mu6n bién c6 thanh dtng nhur thir hén timg bi béu x4u.
Giét t6i di, Travis. Tai sao cdu khong chi don gian giét t6i di?

C06 nghi t6i cai mat na. D6 14 Iy do tai sao hén dé nd lai. N6 | mot thong diép vé dién mao cta c6 sau khi cac hoa chit da hoan tat cong cudc hity hoai
cta ching.

C6 guc du Ién hai canh tay khi ngdi pht phuc xubng, 4p ngudi vao twong, T6i mudn chét.

C6 bt dau hit vao thit sdu, qua phan miii dang dau nhur bj kim chim. Moi thir bét dAu mo nhat dan. Cém gidc dau dén bién mat, rdi moi suy nghi ciia
0, cam giac ngat thd, cam gidc dau rat trén doi mit, nhitng giot nudc mat.

Tét ca déu troi di. Anh séng tré thanh bong thi.
Séau hon, hay hit sdu hon nita.

Hit chét doc vao.

Va, phai rdi, né dang 6 tac dung!

Xin camon.

Cam gidc dau don diu dan, ca ndi lo Fing ciing thé.

Cam giac nhe nhdm 4m ap thay thé sy tinh tao dang tan bién dan. Y nghi cudi ciing ciia ¢6 trrde khi miu den budng xudng tron ven don gian chi i ¢6 s&
duoc gidi thoat khoi ndi sg' hi ctia minh méi i,

*

Trong ltic dimg canh cdy thap ty ven duong, nhin cham cham xudng nhimng bong hoa, Dance t;Sng giat minh vi tiéng chudng dién thoai ctia c6 - khong
con [a nhac phim hoat hinh nita, vi cd da chinh vé giai di¢u méc dinh. Thém mot cai licc mét kiém tra danh tinh nguoi goi.

“T1.”

“Sép. Thém mdt cy thap tur nita 42 Toi vira duoc biét.”

“Phai, va voi ngay thang ctia hdomnay.”

“Troi a. Homnay?”

“Phai. Cu tim duoc g roi?”

“Toi dang & Bagel Express. K¢ ciing la, nhung & ddy khong ai thurc sur biét rd didu gl vé& Travis. Ho néi cdu ta téi lim viéc, nhung ludn khép kin mot

minh. Khong giao du, khong noi r]lﬁéu chi ing lang ra vé. C6 Vallﬁn cu ta tro chuyén véi mot cau bé véqcéc tro choi trire tuyén. Nhung tit ca chi co
vay. Va khong ai bict cau ta c6 the di dau. A, dng chi tiém noéi ki€u gi dng ta cling s€ dudi viée Travis. Ké tir khi xudt hién nhitng bai viet trén blog, ban



than 6ng cling da bi de doa. Cong viée lam an sttt kém Khach hang s¢' ghé vao.”

“Puoc 16i, hily quay lai van phong. Toi can cau £01 61 tht ca cac co quan ctia tiéu bang, tim xemnoi nao ¢6 phuong tién hoat dong trong khu vuc séang
nay. Khong rd nhén hi¢u hay bicn kiém soat. Nhiéu kha néng la xe mau sam, nhung hiy tim kiem bat c(r loai phurong tién nao”, ¢6 keé lai cho TJ biet
nhing gi Pfister da nhin thay. “Kiém tra Co quan Quan ly Cong vién, S¢ Giao thong, S6 Nguw nghiép, Moi trrdng, tat ca nhing cho cau c6 thé nghi toi
Va tim hi€u xem liu Travis c6 dién thoai di dong khong, nha cung cap dich vu 1a ai. Hdi xemho c6 thé lan ra vi tri ctia né duge khong, Y t6i 1a hay lam
viéc ndy trude.”

Hai ngudi ngiit lién lac. Dance goi cho me ¢6. Khong c6 tra Ioi. C6 thir goi cho bd va ng tra 1i ngay khi chudng d6 lan thir hai.

“Katie.”

“Me 6n chir a?”

“On. B6 me dang & nha, nhung ching ta dang bi bao vay.”

“Caigi?”

Stuart n6i, “Nhing nguoi phan dbi & bénh vién thi phai? Ho tim ra bd me séng & dau. Ho dang vy kin bén ngoai”.

“Khong!” Dance gidn soi lén.

BG ¢6 ngao ngén ndi, “That thit vi khi quan st hang x6m ciia con roi nha di im va bat gap rat nhidu nguoi voi nhimg biu ngit goi con 1a db sat nhan.
Mot trong sO chiing nghe c6 vé ciing kha thong minh. N6 viét, “Dance Chét Choc”. Con can phai danh gia cao bon ho.”

‘401, bA ”»

“Va ai d6 da ding bang dinh d4n mbt birc hinh Jesus 1én cira trrde. Hinh Chila dang bi dong dinh 1én thap tir. BS nghi bon ho dang két 4n me con phai
chiu hinh phat tirong tu.”

“Con ¢6 thé thu xép mdt phong 4n danh cho bd me tai nha tro bon con van ding cho nhén chimg,”

“George Sheedy da dang ky cho bb me mot can phong dudi tén gia 101, Stuart néi. “Bd khong biét con cam thiy thé nio vé diéu nay, con gii yeu quy,
nhung bb nghi me con s& rat vui duoc gip cac chéu. Ba dy rét lo Eing khong biét bon tré hoang s dén thé nao khi canh sat x6ng vao bénh vién.”

“Y turong tuyét voi. Con s& dén nha Martine don céc chéu va dira ching dén chd bd me. Khi ndo bd me Iy phong?”

“Hai muoi phttt nita.”

Ong cho ¢6 dia chi,

“Con c6 thé n6i chuyén véi me khong?”

“Ba 4y dang néi chuyén dién thoai v6i Betsey. Con c6 thé gap me khi con dua cac chau dén. Sheedy ciing s& ghé qua dé thao luan vé vu 4n.”

Hai ngudi ngiit lién lac. O’Neil tir trong vat rimg quay trd ra.

C6 hoi, “Anh c6 tim thiy gi khong?”

“Vai du chén khong ¢6 g hitu ich, mdt déu vét nho - mot soi vai miu xam, giong thir ching ta tim thiy lic trude, va mot ménh gidy miu ndu. Mot hat
yén mach hay thir ngi coc gi d6. C6 thé tir mdt cai banh, t6i dang nghi vdy. Peter dang doi d€ nhan nd. Ong ay s& cho chiing ta két qua phan tich ngay
khi c6 thé.”

“May thir d6 rit c6 ich khi ding Am bang chimg budc i cau dy. Nhung diéu ching ta can ic nay B mot ddu hiéu cu thé cho biét cau ta dang trén &
dau.”

Va con mot cau hoi nita: Ai s€ 1a nan nhan ti€p theo sap bi cdu ta tan cong?

Trong khi Dance lay dién thoai ra dé goi cho Jon Boling, nhac chudng lai vang lén. C6 thoang mim cui trude sur tring hop. Tén anh hién lén ¢ muc danh
tinh ngudi goi.

“Jon,” ¢d tra 10i may.
Khi nghe nhitng diéu gi4o su n6i, nu cudi ctia Dance nhanh chong tan bién.
Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong dugce tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.
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Chuwong 15

Kathryn Dance ra khoi chiéc Crown Vic ctia ¢6 trudc nha Kelley Morgan.

Céc nhn vién doi Diéu tra Hién truong hat Monterey da c6 miit, cling voi murdi hai nhan vién cong hre khéc ctia tiéu bang va thanh phd.

Ca dm phong vién nira, dong nghit, hu hét hoi vé noi Travis Brigham dang in tron. Chinh xéc thi tai sao cho dén gio vén chua c6 ai, dit | CBI,
MCSO hay canh st thanh pho Monterey hodc bat cr ai khéc, bat gilt cau ta? Liéu viéc timra mt dira tré vi thanh nién mudi bay tudi lang thang quanh
ving &n mc hét nhu nhimg ga sét nhin ¢ Columbine va Dai hoc Bach khoa Virginia kho khén dén vy sao? Mot ke mang trong nguoi dao gamva dao
phay, hién sinh dong vat trong nhirng nghi € ky quai va d€ nhitng cay thap tu lai ven cac duong xa 19.

Céu ta rét thich choi trd choi dién tir. Nhitng thanh nién choi gidi cc trd choi ny hoc duge khé nhidu cc ki ning chién ddu va bo trén rét tinh vi...
Dance tang I tat ca bonho va tiép tuc budc di, vao trong vanh dai phong toa ctia canh sat. C6 t6i bén mot xe ciru thuong, chiéc déu gan ngdi nha nhét.

M6t nhén vién y té tré tudi, vé mit cing thing cao d6 voi mai toc den chai ngwoc bude xubng qua cira sau. Anh ta dong cira lai rdi dAm manh vao thanh
xe.

Chiéc xe kin mit, chd bén trong Kelley ciing me va em trai c6 bé, hdi hé lao di tdi phong cap ciru.

Dance t6i bén O’Neil va ngudi nhdn vién y té. “C6 bé thé nao?”

“Van bt tinh. Chiing t0i d cho ¢6 bé thd bang miy thd xach tay,” vi bac sinhiin vai. “Cé Ay van chura ¢6 phan tmg, Chiing ta danh phai chd xem sao.”
Viée ho ¢6 thé ciru séng duoc Kelley da co thé duge xem nhur mdt phép mau.

Va d6 I nhd vao Jonathan Boling, Khi biét tin cay thap t thir hai dugc tim thiy, giao su d& hdi ha lao vao tim kiém dé xéc dinh danh tinh nhirng ngudi
dang bai chi trich Travis trén Bén tin Chilton bang cach két hop biét danh voi thong tin c6 duge tir cac trang mang xa hdi va nhiing nguon khac. Tham chi
anh con so sanh ca gt phap, lya chon tir nglr va phong cach danh van & céc y kien déng trén Ban tin v6i v s6 bai vict trén hang loat trang mang xa hoi
ciing nhitng binh ludn trong nién gi4m tai trudng trung hoe dé xéc dinh nhing nguoi dang bai a 4n danh. Anh ciing d4 huy dong ca cc sinh vién ctia minh
vao cude. Cudi cling, ho tim ra durge mudi hai céi tén ciia nhitng ngudi sdng trong ving timg dang bai én blog cong kich Travis kich liét nht.

Nura gio trude, Boling ding di dong dé bao cho Dance biét danh tinh nhiing ngudi nay. C6 Iap tirc 1énh cho TJ, Rey Carranco va anh chang Al Stermple
to con bt tay vao goi dién canh béo cho nhirg nguoi trong danh sach biét ¢6 thé ho dang gip nguy hiém Mot trong nhirng nguoi déng bai, BellaK elley,
tén trye tuyen cua Kelley Morgan, da khong lién lac duge. Me ¢6 ndi con ba da hen gip ban nhung lai khong xuéit hién.

Stemple lién dan mdt toan can thiép dén nha ¢6 bé.

Dance nhin anh ta, ltc néy dang ngdi trén béc thém trude nha. Nguoi dan ong to con vam v, cao troc dau, chimg ngoai bon muoi tudi, 1 nhan vét gin
giong mot chang cao boi nhat ma CBI so hitu trong doi ngll. Anh ta hiéu 16 vé cac loai vii khi 6 trong tay, yéu thich cac tinh hubng can thiép chién thuét
va im ling dén mirc kho tin, ngoai trir nhitng khi ban dén cau ca va san ban, cling c6 nghia anh ta va Dance ¢4 rat it dip tro chuyén xa giao. Théan hinh
vam v cta Stemple dang tura vao thanh lan can cua bac thém trude nha trong khi hit thd qua mit na oxy duge gan vao mot binh chira mau xanh lyc.

Nguoi nhan vién y t€ hét ham vé phia Stemple. “Anh 4y s& On thoi. Vira thyrc hién viée t6t trong néim cho minh. Travis da xich ¢ bé vao mot ng dan
nude. Alda dung tay khong giat tung chiing ra. Van d¢ 1a anh ay da mat mudi phit cho chuyén d6. Va hit phai khong it hoi hoa chat.”

“Anh khong sao chir, Al?”, Dance goi.

Stemple no6i gi d6 dudi mat naNhln téng thé trong anh ta c6 vé budn chan. Dance ciing doc duoc tdm trang buc bdi trong mit anh ta, ¢4 & vi chua thé
xur dep tén thu pham ngay lic ay.

Ngudi nhan vién y té tiép 101 “C6 mdt diéu hai ngudi can biét. Kelley van con tinh trong mot hay hai phit khi chiing t6i dura ¢6 bé ra ngoai. C6 4y noi
Travis c6 sing.”

“Sting u? Cau ta ¢6 vii khi sa0?” Dance va O’Neil nhin nhau déy lo ngai.
“Tir chinh miéng c6 bé trude khi bt tinh. Khong n6i thém duoc gi nira.”

Oi, khong, Mot cau con trai vi thanh nién tim Iy khong 6n dinh v6i mot khiu sting trong tay. Theo quan diém ctia Dance, ching gi c6 thé nguy hiém hon
thé.

O’Neil goi dién cho MCSO thong bao vé viéc thi pham c6 vii khi, va S& Canh sat s& lan ot truyén dat lai cho tat ca cdc nhan vién tham gia truy nd
Travis.



“Loai khi duoc ding I thir gi vay?”, Dance hoi cau nhan vién y té trong khi ho bude t6i chd mdt xe ctru thurong khéc.

“Ching t6i khong chiic. Nhung c6 thé khing dinh a chit doc.”

Ponvi Di,éu tra Hién truong dang cin than do tim bang ching trong khi mt todn canh sat khac rdo riét diéu tra khu vire xung quanh dé kiém nhin
chimg. Tat cd moi ngudi trong khu vure déu bay to su quan tam, ai cling thé hién niém cam thong, Nhung ho cting khiep so bdi khong c6 manh mdi nao
duoc timra.

Nhung c6 18 don gian 1a khong hé ¢6 nhan chimg, Nhiing vét 16p xe dap dudi khe niii sau nha cho phép suy doan cach thirc Travis da st dung dé tiép
can ma khong thé bi phat hién va rdi tin cong Kelley Morgan.

Mot can bd Diéu tra Hién truong budc lai, cAm theo mdt vét hda ra 13 chiéc mit na quai dan, boc trong tii dung bﬁmg ching trong sudt.
“Céi gi thé nay?” O’Neil hoi.
“N6 duoc buje vao mdt nhanh cdy bén ngodi cira s6 phong ngi ctia ¢d bé, quay mit vao trong phong.”

Chiéc nit na am bang gidy boi, son mau tréing va xam. Hai cai que nhon xwong xau, trong giéng nhur nhimg chiéc simg, nhd 1én khoi xurong so. Doi it
to tudng, den ngdm. P61 mdi hep bi khau kin, d6 lom.

“Dé Tam con bé chét khiép, c6 gai toi nghiép. Thir hinh dung xem anh nhin qua ctra s6 phong va thiy thir niy,” Dance ring minh.

Trong lic O’Neil nhan dién thoai, Dance goi cho Boling. “Jon.”

“Cb bé thé nao?”” Boling hdi ha hoi.

“Dang hon mé. Chiing t6i khong 16 ¢6 Ay s& ra sao. Nhung it nht ching ta da ciru duoc tinh mang ¢6 bé... Anh da ctru séng dugce ¢6 bé. Camon anh.”
“Ciing nho Rey nita. Va cac sinh vién ctia t61.”

“Dau vy, van cdm on anh. Chiing t6i vO cling cam kich.”

“C6 manh mdi ndo vé Travis khong?”

“Mot thit,” nit dc vu quyét dinh khong cho anh biét vé chiéc miit na. Dién thoai ctia ¢6 lai rung, dang ¢6 cude goi cho. “Toi phai ngat mdy ddy. Tiép tuc
tim kiém nhitng céi tén nhé, Jon.”

“Toi dang lam day,” anh noi.

Dance mim cuoi, ngét lién lac véi Boling va tra 10i cudc goi moi, “TJ.”

“C bé thé nao?”

“Chung t6i khong 16. Khong duroc 6t im. Cau ¢6 tim thiy dugc gi khong?”’

“Chéng ¢6 chit may mén nio, thira sep Co khoang murdi tam xe ban tai, xe tai, SUV[1] hay xe con mang bién dang ky cong cta tiéu bang c6 mt trong
khu vure niy sang nay. Song nhitng chibc t6i lién lac durge déu khong co mit gin noi cay thap tw duoc dé lai. Con vé dién thoai ciia Travis u? Nha cung
cap dich vu cho biét ciu ta da ]ay pin ra khdi may. Hodc pha hily n6. Ho khong dinh vi duoc vi tri.”

[1. Sport Utility Vehicle: Xe thé thao da dung ]

“Camon. T6i c6 thém vai vi€c nita day. Co mot chiéc mit na thn phambo lai day.”

“Miat na 42 Phai loai truot tuyét khong?”

“Khong C6 vé 1a dé thirc hién nghi thirc, trong glong viy. Téi s& cho bén Piéu tra Hién trudng tai ln mdt anh chyp trude khi ho mang nd t6i Salinas.
Hay thir tim xem cdu c6 thé 1n ra duoc ngudn gde ctia nd khong. Va thong bao cho tat ca moi ngudi: Thia pham ¢6 vii khi”

“Oi troi, sép. C6 vé cang nglty cang gay can ddy.”

“Toi mudn biét igu ¢6 truong hop ndo bao mat cap vii khi trong pham vi hat khong Va tim xem liéu ong bd hay ngudi than ctia thit pham c6 ai déng ky
s0 hitu sting khong, Kiém tra co so dit i€u. Co the chiing ta s€ nhin dién dugc khau sung,”

“Vang... A, toi da nghe duoc chuyén ctia me ¢d,” giong chang trai tré da trd nén nghiém tic hon. “Téi c6 thé giup duoc gi khong?”
“Camon cau, TJ. Hay cir tim hiéu v& c4i miit na va khiu sing di nhé.”

Sau khi ngz'it lién lac, Dance vira xem xét chiéc mit na vira thim nghi: L& nao nhirng tin ddn lai dung? Li€u c6 phai Travis dang thure hién mdt thir nghi



thirc ndo d6? Cho i ic ndy cd van hoai nghi vé nhitng gi duoc ding trén blog, song rét ¢6 thé ¢ da sai lam khi khong chi y dén ching,

TJ goi lai chi sau vai phit. Trong vong hai tudn vira qua khong ¢6 vu trinh béo vii khi bi mét cép ndo. Anh ta ciing da kiém tra trong co's0 dir liéu quan ly
vii khi cta ti€u bang. Ludt phap California cho phép mua sting ngan, nhung moi vu giao dich can phai thye hién qua nguoi ban duoc cap giay phép va luu
ho so lai. Robert Brigham, bo Travis, s¢ hiru mdt khau Colt 6 quay, ¢& nong 0.38.

Sau khi ngfit méy, Dance chot nhan thiy O’Neil, khu6n mit niing triu, dang nhin chiim chi v& phia xa.

C6 budc t6i canh ngurdi thanh tra. “Michael, cd chuyén gi vay?”

“T6i can quay vé van phong. C6 chuyén khan cép khac.”

“Vu An ninh N§i dia phai khong?” ¢6 hoi, &m chi téi vu chiée container dén tir Indonesia.

Anh git du. “Téi cin phai vao viéc ngay. Toi s& goi ngay cho ¢ khi biét dwoc nhidu hon,” grrong miit anh rat nghiém trong,

“Puge r6i. Chiic may min.”

O’Neil nhan nt, rdi hdi ha quay lai, budc vé phia xe.

Dance cam thiy ban khozn va trong trai khi nhin anh di. Chuyén gi c6 thé khan cap dén thé? Va tai sao, ¢6 cay déng thim nghi, n6 lai dén diing vao lic
nay, khi ¢ can anh bén canh?

C6 tiép tuc goi Rey Carraneo. “Camon cau vé viée da lim cing Jon Boling, Cau tim thdy gi & chd Game Shed?””

“A, cAuta khong c6 mat & d6 t6i qua. Cau nhéc da noi déivé viée nay, ding nhur ¢6 cho hay. Con chuyén ban be... céu ta thire sy khong két than v6i ai
0 d6. Chi dén, choi game rdira ve.”

“C6 ai che gidu cho cdu ta khong?”

“T6i khong cam thiy vay.”

Sau d6 Dance bao Rey t6i gip c6 ¢ nha Kelley Morgan.
“Puge roL.”

“A nay, Rey, con mot viéc nita?”

“Vang, thua sép?”

“T6i can cAu t6i tru s& ]ﬁiy mot thir & phong hau can”’
“Puoc thoi. Thir gi vay?”

“Ao gidp chdng dan. Cho ca ciu va toi.”

*

Kathryn Dance 4p long ban tay lén 6ng quén den ctia ¢6 trong khi toi gin ngdi nha ciia gia dinh Brigham, véi Carranco bén canh. Tay ngudi ddc vu cham
vao bang khau Glock.

Minh khéng mudn str dung n6, c6 thim nghi. Khong phai voi mdt ciu bé.

Kho ¢ kha ning Travis dang & ddy béi MCSO da gidm st noi nay sudt tir khi cdu nhoc bién mét khoi tiém banh. Tuy thé, cau ta vin 6 thé bi mit
quay V€. Va, nhu Dance dang suy nghi, néu xdy ra dau sing, ¢6 s& ban néu bude phai lim thé. Ly do that don gian. C6 phai giet mt mang ni¥a vi chinh
céac con minh. C6 khong thé dé bon tré 16n 1én khong cd ca bo lan me.

Chiée 40 gidp chéng dan co 1én nguoi that khé chiu nhung lai giap ¢6 ¢6 thém tyr tin. C6 bude minh thdi khong vd 1én miy tim khoa dan nita.

Ciing hai nhan vién cénh sat hat di sau, ho bude t6i phia cénh cira trude da muc rong, ¢ ging tréanh xa cira s0 hét mite ¢6 the. Chiée xe clia gia dinh
dang dau ngoai 161 di. Ca chiéc xe cua dich vu Ngam canh cting vy, mot chiée tai nho véi nhimng hinh vong la trang tri Giang sinh va nhirng bui hong
trong thanh luong,

Dance khé thi }hﬁm bao cho Carraneo va céc siquan khac biét Vé cau em trai, Sammy. “Céu ta to con va than kinh khong duoc &n dinh, nhung co &
khong nguy hiém. Hay st dung bién phap khong sat thurong néu can thiet.”

“Ro, thua sép.”



Carraneo day canh gidc nhung van binh tinh,
C6 ctr hai canh sat ctia hat vong ra sau nha, con hai dic vu CBI 4p sét hai bén cira trude. “Bét dau thoi.”

Nir diic vu gd manh n canh cira mot. “Cuc Piéu tra dy. Ching t6i ¢6 1énh kham nha. Lam on md cira.” Thém mdt in dim cira nita. “Cyc Didu tra
day. Mo cira!”

Hai ngudi ap ban tay 1én sat vii khi cua ho.

Sau mdt khoanh khiic niing né cing thing, khi Dance dinh g 1n nita, canh cira mo ra va Sonia Brigham dimg d6, mét md to nhin chim chim Ba ta vira
khéc.

“Ba Brigham, Travis c6 ¢ day khong?”

“Toi..”

“Lam on cho chiing t6i biét. Travis c6 nha khong? Ba can cho chiing t6i biét, diéu d6 rét quan trong”

“Khong That ddy.”

“Chiing t6i ¢6 Iénh kham dé thu thap dd dac cta con trai ba,” Dance gio to Iénh c6 mit sau mau xanh ln 101 bude vao nha, Carraneo theo sau co.
Trong phong khach khong c6 ai. Co dé y cira phong ctia ca hai cu con trai déu mo. Khong thiy bong dang Sammy dau, va khi dwa nit nhin vao phong
cau bé, co trong thay nhitng ban dan trang cong phu phil day nhitng birc tranh v& tay. C6 ty héi li€u cd phai cau bé dang thir ty sang tac tap truyén tranh
hay manga Nhat Ban cua chinh minh.

“Con trai (it cia 6ng ba ¢ nha khong? Sammy dau?”

“N6 ra ngodi choi. O chd c4i ao. Lam on cho t6i biét, ¢d ¢6 biét gi vé& Travis khong? P c6 ai trong thiy thing bé chura?”

C6 tiéng ring réc trong bép. Ban tay Dance ha xudng dit 1én khéu sing cua co.

Bon Brigham xudt hién trén ngudng cira dan vao bép. Ong ta cam trong tay mot lon bia. “Lai quay lai,” 6ng chii nha lim bam. “Vi...” giong 6ng ta im
bat khi gidt lay to Enh tir tay ba vo va 1am bd doc nod.

G4 dan 6ng nhin Rey Carraneo nhur thé anh nay 1 nguoi hau ban vay.

Dance hoi, “Ong ¢6 nghe duoc gi tir Travis khong?” Doi mét ¢6 déo quanh ngdi nha.

“Khong. Nhung cac nguoi khong thé trach cir ching t6i vi nhitng gi n6 dang Bm.”

Sonia hét 1én, “Thang bé chang lam gi hét!”

Dance 1n6i, “Toi e 1 ¢ gii bi tAn cong hom nay dd nhan ra con trai ong ba.”

Sonia dinh phan di nhung rdi im king va ¢b ging trong vo vong dé kim nurde mét lai.

Dance va Carraneo can thin luc soat ngdi nha. Ciing khong mét nhiéu thoi gian. Khong ¢ du hiéu ndo chimg t6 cau bé méi ghé qua.
“Chiing t6i biét 6ng s¢ hitu mot khiu sting ngéin, 6ng Brigham. Ong c6 thé kiém tra xemn6 ¢6 bi mit khong?”’

Ngudi dan ong nheo niit lai nhur thé dang can nhéic nhitng hé Iuy ctia viée ndy. “N6 & trong ngin dé ging tay ctia t6i. Trong hop c6 khoa.”
Piéu luat phap California quy dinh trong hd gia dinh c6 tré em dwdi murdi tim tudi.

“Pa nap dan?”

“Phai,” ong ta c6 vé thi thé. “Ching t6i da im tai nhidu viron hoa va cong vién & Salinas. C6 cac bang nhom & d6, cac ngudi biét rdi diy.”
“Ong c6 thé kiém tra xem khau sting ¢6 con & d6 hay khong duoc chir?”

“N6 khong lay sting ctia t6i dau. N6 khong doi ndo dam. N6 s& bino don dén mirc khong tin ndi.”

“Ong c6 thé 1am on kiém tra dugc chi?”

Ga chi nha nhin ¢6 voi vé dy hoai nghi. Sau d6 budc ra ngoai.

Dance ra hiéu cho Carraneo di theo.



Dance nhin Ién turong va thay vai birc anh gia dinh t 6i. C6 ngd ngang trurde tim hinh chyp mdt Sonia Brigham tré trunghonnh1eu, V61 vé miit hanh phic
hon nhidu, dang dimg sau quay m0t gian hang & hi cho hat Monterey. Trong ba ta lic d6 that manh mai, xinh dep. C6 thé ba ta timg quan Iy quiy hang
4y trude khi Ay chdng va da gip Brigham tai d6.

Ba chi nha hoi, “C6 bé d6 khong sao chir? C6 bé vira bi tin cong dy?”

“Ching t6i khong biét.”

Nhirng giot nurdc it tra ra trén doi mit nguoi me. “N6 gip ric roi. Thinh thoang no lai ni khiing Ién. Nhung .. day chic chén B mdt nham lan khing
khiép. Toi biét thé!”

Chbi bo I thir phan tmg khé stra chita nhét trong nhitng cach phén tmg cam tinh trude khoé khin. Cting nhur vo hat 6¢ cho véy.
B4 Travis, dugc ngudi dic vu tré thap ting, quay trds lai phong khach. Khuon mét d6 Iung ciia 6ng ta duom vé lo ngai. “N6 bién mit roi.”
Dance thé dai. “Va 6ng khong ct nd & dau khéc chi?”

Ong b Fic dau, tranh nhin thing vao Sonia.

Ba me dé dat én tiéng, “C6 gi tt dep dén tir mot khiu sting nhur thé chir?”

Ga chong tang o ba ta.

Dance hoi, “Khi con bé, Travis thuong dén chd nao?”

“Khong,” 6ng bd n6i. “N6 udn bién mit. Nhung ai ma biét n6 di dau co chir?”

“Thé con ban bé cta thing b&?”

Brigham git gong, “Chéing c6 dira ndo ca. N6 lic ndo ciing én mang, Vi cai mdy tinh ciia 16...”

Ba vo kh& néi theo. “Sudt ngay subt dém.”

“Hay goi cho ching t6i néu c4u dy lién lac v6i ong ba. Dimg cb tim cach thuyét phuc cau ta dau thi, dimg tim cach doat lai khau sing. Hay chi goi cho
ching t6i. Vi chinh loi ich ctia con trai 6ng ba.”

“Tét nhién rdi,” ba me n6i. “Ching t6i s& Am thé.”

“N6 s& lam nhitg gi t6i bao. Chinh xac nhing gi ti bao.”
“Bob...”

“Suyt.”

“Bay gidr chiing t6i s& luc soat phong ctia cau dy,” Dance noi.
“C6 duoc khong?” Sonia ht ham vé phia to Iénh.

“Bon ho ¢6 thé mang di bt cir thir chét tiét nao bon ho mudn. Bat cir thir gi c6 thé gitip tim théy thing bé trude khi né am ching ta gap thém réc rdi
nita.”

Brigham cham mot diéu thudc 14 va ném que diém vao gat tan, tao thanh mdt vét khéi hinh vong cung, Khudn mét Sonia u xiu khi ba ta nhin ra minh da
trd thanh ngudi duy nhat bénh vue cho con trai.

Dance Hy bo dam ctia ¢6 tir bén hong ra, goi hai ngudi canh sét dang & phia ngoai. Mot ngudi dimg bo dam béo lai anh ta da tim thdy gi do.

Vién canh sat tré bude vao trong nha. Anh ta gio 1én mot cai hop c6 khoa duoc cam trén ban tay di ging cao su. Cai hop da bi pha tung. “N6 ndm trong
may bui cdy saunha. Va ca thir ny nita.” Mot céi hdp dan Remington cho ¢d nong 0.38 loai déc bit da rong khong,

“Land,” 6ng bd lAm bam. “Ciia t61.”
Ca ngdi nha chim trong sy im ling ky quai.

Hai déc vu bude sang phong Travis. Beo gang tay vao, Dance ndi véi Carraneo, “Toi mudn kiém tra xem ching ta ¢6 thé tim thiy thir gi lién quan toi
ban be, dia chi, noi chon cau ta c6 thé thich tim dén hay khong,”

Ho luc kh.'flp can phong bira bon cua Travis - quﬁn 40, truyén tranh My, dia DVD, truyén tranh Nht, phim hoat hinh Nhat, tro choi dién tir, linh kién



méy tinh, v& ghi chép, s6 ky hoa. C6 nhan thiy c6 rat it thir lién quan t6i 4m nhac va khong hé c6 gi dinh déng dén thé thao.

Dance chép mét khi c6 xem qua mdt cudén vo. Cau nhoc da vé hinh mdt cai nit na gidng hét thir & ngoai cira s6 phong Kelley Morgan.

Tham chi ca birc hinh phac thao nho cling 1am ¢6 lanh nguoi.

Puoc cét gidu trong mdt ngiin kéo 1 nhing tuyp Clearasil va nhitng quyén sach viét vé cac phurong thube didu tri trimg ca, ché do an kiéng va chira
bénh, tham chi ca phirong phap cao da dé x6a seo. Cho dii ric r6i Travis gip phai it nghiém trong hon nhiéu so v6i vo s6 nhirng tré vi thanh nién khac,
song nhiéu kha néing cau ta d4 cho d6 1 nguyén nhan quan trong bién minh thanh ké bi xua dudi.

Dance tiép tuc tim kiém. Dudi gim giuong, c6 mot ket an toan nho. N6 bi khoa, song ¢6 da thiy mot chiéc chia trong ngan kéo trén ctng ctia ban Viét.
Chinh x4c 1a ci ndy. Cho doi s€ tim thay ma tiy hay tap chi khiéu ddm, c6 rat ngac nhién vé thir ndm trong d6: Tirng xap tién nit.

Carraneo dang ng6 qua vai c6. “Hirm”

Chirng bbn nghin d6 la. Céc t&r gidy bac déu mdi tinh va thir tir, nhur thé Travis da JAy ching ra tir ngin hang hay rit tir may ATM chir khong phai thu vé
tir nhirng ké mua ma ty. Dance thém cdi két vao cho bang chimng ho mang vé. Khong nhitng c6 khong muon d€ lai kinh phi cho cue dao tau cia Travis
néu cdu ta quay lai timnd, ¢d con chac mam 6ng bo s&€ khoang sach cho tién ngay Iap tirc khi 6ng ta phat hién ra.

“C6 c4i nay nira,” Carraneo ni. Anh ta dura ra mot tap gidy in tir nhimg birc anh chyp, phén lon dugc bim mdy trong lic ddi trong khong hé hay biét,
1a cac 6 gai xinh xan d6 tuoi vi thanh nién, xoay quanh quang canh trurong trung hoc Robert Louis Stevenson. Tuy vay, khong hé c6 bire hinh ndo tuc
tiu, chup ngurgc €n tir dudi vay hay chup 1én 6 phong thay do.

Budc ra ngoai phong, Dance hoi Sonia, “Ba c6 biét nhitng ¢6 bé ny 1 ai khong?”’

Ca 6ng b6 An ba me déu khong bit.

Dance quay lai voi nhitng bire dnh va nhn ra c6 timg théy mdt trong cac ¢d gai ndy trudc ddy - trong mot bantin vé vy tai nan h6m ming Chin thang
Sau. Caitlin Gardrner, co gai song sot. Bure anh nay trong nghiém chinh hon nhiing birc khéc - ¢6 bé xinh xan dang quay ¥t nhin vé mot bén, diu dang
mim cudi. Co At ngiroc 1 gidy mong hinh chit nhét lai va bat gip mot phan bire anh chup mot doi thé thao. Travis dd ¢t n6 ra tir mdt cudn nién gidm
Liéu c6 phai ciu ta da hoi xin Caitlin mdt burc anh va bi tir chdi? Hay tham chi cau ta qua dé dat dé hoi?

Hai dic vy tim kiém trong nira gi¢y dong hd nhung khong théy bét ctr manh mbi ndo vé noi ¢6 thé Travis dang an ndu, khong s6 dién thoai, khong dia chi
email hay t€n ngudi ban ndo. Cau ta cling khong c6 so dia chi hay lich ghi chi.

Dance mudn tim hiég xem trong laptop ctia cau thiéu nién c6 gi. C6 néng man hinh kén. Chiéc méy tinh dang & ché d6 tam ngii nén khoi dong ngay lap
tirc. Dance khong hé ngac nhién khi bi doi mat mé. C6 hdi 6ng bo, “Ong cd biet mat ma 1a gi khong?”

“Cir ]am nhu n6 chiu n6i cho ching toi vay.” Ong ta chi vé phia cai mdy tinh. “Gi thi, c0 biét ddy, vin dé néim ngay kia kia. D6 i thir khong on, viée
choi may tro choi d6. Chi toan la bao hyc. Chiing né ban ngudi va chit ho ra tirng khic, 1am du tro thoi tha.”

Sonia duong nhu da dén giéi han chiu dymg. “Duroc 16, ong da choi danh trin khi bude vao tudi vi thanh nién. Toi biét | vay. Va moi cau nhéc déu choi
nhing trd nhu thé. Nhu vay khong c6 nghia ching s€ bién thanh bon sat nhan!”

“D6 Ia mot thoi ky khac,” ong ta Am bam. “Thoi do tir t&, nh manh hon. Chiing toi chi choi tro giét dan da d6 va quin doi. Khong phéi nhitng ngudi
binh thuong”

Dance cing Carraneo mang theo méy tinh xach tay, chiéc hop va hang trim trang in ciing nhu ghi chti va anh chup, budc ra cira.

“Cb da bao gior nghi t6i diéu ndy chura?”” Sonia hoi.

Dance dung budc, quay lai

‘Rang cho dudung I con trai t6i da lam thé, da tAn cong miy ¢o gai do, ¢6 the 161 khong phai 1 cuia thing bé. Tt ca nhitng diéu ghé tom ngudi ta néi
vé n6 dd dy n6 dén tinh thé khong thé chiu dyng thém dugc nita. Bonho da tAn cong con trai ti v6i nhitng 101 1§ d6, nhitng ngdn tir dang cam ghét d6.
Va Travis ciia t6i chra bao gior ndi mot 10 chbng lai bét cir ai trong bon ho.”

Ba me ¢b kim lai dong nur6c mt.

“Trong vu ndy Travis mdi 1a nan nhan.”

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Puong dugce tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 16

Trén dudng xa 10 t6i Salinas, cach duong dua tuyét dep Laguna Seca khong xa lim, Kathryn Dance dap phanh dimg chiéc Ford khéng mang phit hiéu
ctia ¢0 lai trudc mdt cong nhan xay dung dang gio bién bao dung, Hai chiée xe i 16n chim chap chay qua trudc mit co, 1am cudn mt dam bui do
quach 1én khdng trung,

Nit dac vu dang n6i chuyén dién thoai vi diéu tra vién David Reinhold, chang canh sat tré da mang méy tinh ctia Tammy Foster dén cho c6 va Boling
Rey Carraneo d phong xe t6i chd don vi Diéu tra Hién trudng ctia MCSO ¢ Salinas dua chiéc méy tinh Dell ciia Travis cho ho dé diing ky vao danh
sach bang chimg,

“T6i da cho n6 vao danh muc 16i,” Reinhold ndi véi 0. “Va kiém tra vén tay cling nhu cac dAu vét khac. A, chuyén nay nhiéu kha ning khong can thiét,
déc vu Dance, nhung t6i cting da thir do tim nitrat d€ kiém tra chat n6 nira.”

May tinh van thinh thoang bi cai chét nd - khong phai dé am vii khi sat thuong, ns dé phi tang nhitng dir liéu co thé gay ric r6i chira trong d6.
“Lam tdt Bm, diéu tra vién.”

Chang trai nay hién nhién i nguoi co ¢ sang tao. C6 nhd lai d6i nit xanh nhanh nhen ctia anh ta, ciing nhu quyét dinh théng minh khi thao pin khoi miy
tinh cuia Tammy Iic trude.

“M0ot sO van tay thude ve Travis,” nguoi dieu tra vién tré noi. “Nhung con cd dau véan clia nguoi khac nita. Toida kiem tra. Co sau vet cuia Samuel

Brigham.”

“Em trai cdu dy.”

“Ding thé. Va vai ké khac. Khong phit hop véi bt ky ai trong co sé dit liéu. Nhung ching 16n hon, nhiéu kha ning 14 van tay dan 6ng.”

Dance tir hoi liu ¢6 phai 6ng bd cau ta da tim cach truy nhap vao.

Reinhold n6i, “Téi rat sin long bé khoa méy tinh ciia ciu ta, néu co mubn. Toi da tham gia vai khoa dio tao rdi.”

“Toi danh gid rit cao dé xuét ctia anh, nhung t6i d4 c6 Jonathan Boling dé giai quyét chuyén d6 - ngudi anh da gip tai phong lm viéc ciia t61.”
“Chéc chin rdi, ddc vu Dance. Nhu ¢d mubn. Co dang ¢ dau vay?”

“T6i hién dang & ngoai, nhung anh ¢6 thé dira méy tinh dén chd CBI. Hay dé dic vu Scanlon tiép nhan. Ong 4y s& ky 1én thé va bién ban giao nhan.”
“T6i s€ lam ngay, Kathryn.”

Hai nguoi ngimg lién lac, va co sdt rudt nhin quanh, chd doi ngudi cong nhan xdy dung cho phép di qua. Dance ngac nhién khi thiy ca khu vire bj x6i
tung hét 1én nhur thé - rat nhidu xe tai va thiét bi bat duong dang xé toang miit d4t ra. Co timg li xe qua doan ndy tuin trude, lic do viée ndy tham chi

con chua bit dau.

Déy chinh l dyr én xa 1 I6n Chilton da nhéic t6i trén blog, con dudmg tit dan sang Xa 10 101, trong chit dé Con Puong Lat Gach Vang, 4m chi bong g6
to1 vang, va co tur hoi liéu ¢6 phai ai d6 dang thu lgi bat chinh trong du an nay hay khong,

Dance dé y thdy may moc thiét bi thudc vé cong ty xdy dung Clint Avery Construction, mdt trong nhiing cong ty Ion nhét khu vire Bén déo Monterey.
Céc cong nhan & déy 1 nhitng ngudi to con, im viée cin mén, md hoi nhé nhai. Ho chu yéu Ia nguoi da tréing - mdt didu bét thudng. Boi phén Ion cong
viéc lao dong chn tay tai khu virc Ban ddo Monterey 1a do cac cong nhan goc La Tinh thue hién.

Mot trong sb cong nhan nghiém nghi nhin ¢6 - 3 rang anh ta nhn ra xe ¢4 la mot chiéc thude v& hre hrong thure thi phap luat khong mang phi hiéu -
nhung khong hé thé hién nd Iyc dic biét ndo dé co c6 thé nhanh chéng di qua.
Cubi cting, anh ta khong chit voi vi vAy tay ra hiéu cho xe tiép tuc di, nhin Dance cham chu, ¢6 cam thiy hinh nhu 1 vay.

Cb bo doan duong dang thi cong ngdn ngang lai sau kg, lao di trén xa 16 101 18 vao cac day phé cho dén khi t6i Central Coast College, noi dang c6
cac Iop hoc he. Mot hoc sinh chi cho ¢4 thdy Caitlin Gardner dang ngdi tai mjt bang ghe voi may c6 gai khac xiim quanh ra vé ché che. Caitlin kha xinh,
toc vang budc thanh dudi ngura. Hai bén tai deo hoa tai va khuyén rat ca tinh. C6 bé trong chang khac gi hang tram hoc vién & day.

Sau khi roi khoi nhé Brigham, Dance d2 goi dién t6i gia dinh Gardner va dugc me Caitlin cho biét ¢6 bé dang theo hoc vai mon tai dy dé iy tin chi nop
cho trudng trung hoc Robert Louis Stevenson, noi c6 bé s€ bat dau vao nam cudi sau may thang nira.

Dance dé y théy d6i mét Caitlin dang cham chii nhin ra xa, sau d6 di chuyén yé phia c6. Khong biét ¢6 12 ai - nhiu kha ning la mot phong vién nita - ¢6
bé bat dau x¢p sach vor ctia minh lai. Hai ¢6 gai khac nhin theo hudng anh niit day lo ling cuia ban ho va dimg day lam rao chan dé Caitlin c6 thé thoat
di

Nhung khi miy dira trong thiy 4o giap chdng dan va vii khi ctia Dance. Ca ba tré nén dé chimg,



“Catitlin,” Dance goi.

C0 bé ding lai.

Dance dén gin, chia thé cong vu ctia ¢6 ra va giéi thiéu ban than. “Chi mudn n6i chuyén véi em”

“Ban 4y dang rat mét,” mdt ¢ gai Ién tiéng,

“Va buc boi.”

Dance mim cudi. C6 n6i véi Caitlin, “Chj biét chic 1 thé. Nhung chi cAn ndi chuyén voi em, viéc nay rat quan trong, Néuem khong théy phién”
“Péng & ban Ay tham chi khong nén dén trudng,” mot ¢d gai khac ndi. “Nhung ban 4y van tham duy vi t6n trong Trish va Vanessa.”

“That tdt vi em lamvay.”

Dance tur hoi tir bao gid c6 mit trong 1op hoc he lai i hanh dong twéng niém ngudi da khuét.

Nhirng biéu dat ky la clia gidi tré...

Cb ban thir nht kién quyét noi, “Caitlin thure su, thure sur...”.

Dance quay sang ¢d bé ¢ mai toc den udn quén, thai do thay d6i hin, thu lai nu cuoi va thing thimg nghiém giong, “Chi dang ndi chuyén véi Caitlin.”
Co6 bé imbit.

Caitlin i nhi, “Em doén thé.”

“Lai ddy ndo,” Dance néi bing giong vui vé. Caitlin di theo ¢d qua bai co, hai nguoi ngdi xudng bén mdit c4i ban da ngoai khac. C6 bé dm chit ti dung
sach v vao ngyre va nhin quanh khuon vién trirdng voi vé bon chon, Gidm gidm chén, ¢6 bé dua tay giat khe dai tai.

C6 bé c6 vé khiép s, thdm chi con hon ca Tammy.

Dance ¢ ging trdn an Caitlin. “Vay 1 em dang tham gia hoc hé.”

“Vang, Cac ban emva em Con hon di lim thém hay ngdi ¢ nha.”

Nhirng tir cudi cling duoe ndi ra véi giong diéu cho phép Dance suy dodn vé mbi quan hé khong it song gi6 véi bd me.
“Em dang hoc gi vay?”

“Héa hoc va Sinh hoc.”

“MOot cach rat hay dé lam hong ky nghi hé ctia em.”

C6 bé bat cuoi. “Khong kinh khing dén mirc dy dau. Em 6 vé ciing khé vé khoa hoc.”
“Dinh nhim t6i truong y chiic?”

“Emhy vong 1a thé.”

“O dau?”

“O, em ciing chura biét. C6 thé 1a Berkeley. Sau d6 em s& nghi tiép.”

“Chij tirng c6 thoi gian & d6. Thanh phd tuyét voi.”

“That thé a? Chi hoc nganh g?”

Dance mim cuoi va noi. “mmnhac.”

Ky thurc ¢6 chura timg hoc mdt I6p no tai phén higu d6 cta Pai hoc California. HOi dy ¢ | mdt ngudi hat rong - mdt nghé si choi guitar va hat dé kiém
tién trén cac con pho cuia Berkeley - thuong kiém duoc rat tt tién, trong trurdng hop ctia co.

“Vay, em trai qua tAt ca nhitng chuyén vira roi thé nao?”

P6i mit Caitlin tré' nén 1 dot. C6 bé ing bing, “Ciing khong tot im. Y em 1 chuyén d6 that khimg khiép. Vi tai nan da danh. Nhung sau d6 lai con



nhig viéc xay dén véi Tammy va Kelley... thit kinh khimg, Ban 4y thé ndo 16i a?”

“V& Kelley 42 Bon chi van chura biét. Van dang hon mé.”

Mot trong nhitng ngudi ban ¢d bé da nghe thy va ndi véi dén, “Travis mua thir khi doc d6 trén mang, C6 vé 1 tir bon Qudc xa moi.”
Su that? Hay tin don?

Dance ndi, “Caitlin, cau dy bién mét rdi. Travis dang an ndp dau d6 va bon chi can tim cho ra trude khi cau Ay lai giy thém nhiéu chuyén xéu nira. Em
bict cau ay rd dén mirc nao?”

“Khong nhiéu. Bon em hoc chung mot hay hai 16p. Thinh thoang em lai bét gip ban 4y ngoai sanh. Chi c6 thé thoi”

Dot nhién 6 bé gidt minh hoang hdt va dura miit nhin vao méy bui ciy gin d6. Mot cau con trai dang ludn lich trong bui. Cau ta nhin quanh, cam mdt
qua bong Ién 161 lach qua cac tan 14 tr¢ vé lai sin bong nam phia bén kia.

“Travis thich em, dting vy khong?”” Dance tiép tuc hoi.

“Khong!” ¢6 bé noi. Va Dance cho rang con bé thure sur nghi vy. Vico c6 thé doc duroc tir cao d6 giong nbi ctia dbi phirong, mdt trong s it 6i chi thi
phat hién n6i doi cé thé phan tich ma khong can danh gia vach ranh gioi trudie.

“Chi mot chitt thoi ciing khong a2

“C6 thé Ia c6. Nhung rat nhiéu cau con trai... Chi ciing biét chuyén d6 thé ndo ma.”

Doi mit Caitlin liéc qua Dance mot luot - ¢6 nghia 1a: Bon con trai ¢6 thé da c6 cam tinh ca vai chi nita. Cho di tir rt, rat Au roi.
“Emva cdu dy c6 néi chuyén khong?”

“Thinh thoang v& bai tap. Chi vay thoi.”

“C6 bao giov cau Ay dé cap dén bat cir chd ndo cau Ay thich téi khong?”

“Thye syr thi khong, Khong c6 gi cu thé. Ban 4y noi rat mudn dén vai chd. Hau hét a & gin bd bién. B bién goi cho cau Ay nhd v& mot noi nao d6 trong
tro choi da ting choi qua.”

Viéc Trayis thich dai duong cling 1a mjt diéu dél?g Iru tam. Cauta cc:) thé trdn tai mot trong nhiing khu c,6ng vién bén b bién. Point Lobos ch%mg han.
Trong di€u kién khi hau dé chju ctia ving nay, thang bé s& dé dang song sot voi mot cai tii ngi khong tham nude.

“Travis co thé dang & cling nguoi ban ndo khong?”

“Thire s thi em cting khong biét 16 im vé ban 4y. Nhung bana dy khong c6 ngudi ban nao em tirng nhin thiy, khong c6 ai giéng nhur cac ban ni ctia em
va em C6 vé Travis hdu nhur thurong xuyén & trén mang Ban 4 4y rat thong minh va biét nhiéu thir. Nhung khong giao lwu rong rdi & truong, Thém chi ca
vao gidr an trua va ky tir hoc, Travis ciing chi ngdi bén ngoai voi méy tinh ctia minh. Néu bét dugc tin hiéu ban dy & vao mang ngay.”

“Bm c6 so cu dy khong, Caitlin?”

“A, ¢6,” nhur thé d6 I chuyén hién nhién vay.

“Nhung em d khong n6i gi xau vé cau dy trén Ban tin Chilton hay cac mang x hoi khéc, ding khong?”’
‘GKhéng'97

C4i gi lam ¢6 bé kich dong dén thé? Dance khong thé niim bit duoc cam xiic ciia ¢6 bé, c6 vé Iic nay dang bi ddy dén cuc d6. Khong chi don thuan 1
s hiii ma con hon thé. “Tai sao em khong dang bai vict nao vé cau ay?”

“Em khong déng nhap vao d6. Chd d6 chi toan rac rudi.”

“Vi em thy 4i ngai cho cu 4y.”

“Vang,” Caitlin bon chon min mé mdt trong bén cai hoa tai bén tai trai. “Boi vi...”

“Sao co?”’

Lic ndy c6 bé dang rat kich dong. Vé cing thing bing nd. Hai miit c6 bé wét nhoe. Caitlin thi thAm, “Boi vi nhitng gi da xay ra 1 10i ctia em.”

“Y emla sao?”



“Vu tai nan. D6 1 16i ctia em.”

“Ké tiép di, Caitlin.”

“Chi biét co mdt cdu con trai ¢ bita tiéc khong? Mot anh chang em c6 cam tinh. Mike D’ Angelo.”

“O bira tigc?”

“Phai. Va anh ta hoan toan tang 1o em. Ludn quén [y ¢6 nang d6, Brianna, xoa lung cd ta, chi biét ddy. Ngay trudc niit em. Emnmuén Bmanh ta ghen,
vay Ia em t6i bén Travis va nan na canh ban ay. Em dua chia khda xe ctia em cho ban ay va nhd dua em vé€ nha ngay trude mit Mike. Luc d6 emnoi, 4,
haly ch¢ Trish va Vanessa v€, sau d6 cau va minh c6 thé lang thang di choi.”

“Va emnghi lam thé s& khién Mike ghen?”

C0 bé gat dau, nwée mit gin giva. “Thit ngdc nghéch! Nhung anh ta cur xir nhur d6 rac rudi vy, cot nhé voi Brianna,” hai vai ¢6 bé gong Ién ciing
thang. “Pang ra khong nén thé. Nhung em thay bi ton thwong niing né. Néu em khong lam vay, han da chang co gi xdy ra.”

Loi thi nhén niy cho phép giai thich tai sao Travis lai 1ai xe t6i hom do.

Tét ca chi dé lam mdt cau con trai khac ghen.

Nhitng loi giai thich ctia ¢6 bé cling goi y t6i mdt kich ban hoan toan moi. Nhfél} kha nang trén duong lai xe vé Travis da nhén ra cu ta dang bi Caitlin loi
dung, Qé thé cdu ta da ndi gidn vi ¢d bé cd cam tinh voi Mike. Liu cau ta ¢ ¢0 tinh lam chiéc xe bi tai nan? Giét nguroi hay tu sat - mot hanh dong bong
bot nhat thoi - khong phai chuyén chua tirng nghe t6i trong tinh yéu ctia gioi tré.

“Vay 1a ban ?iy ndi dién 1én voi em Piéu chi s& im 1 cir mdt nhdn vién canh sat t6i bén ngoai nha em.”

“Thét sa0?”

“Duing thé. Bay gid cac 16p hoc hé moi chi bt dau thoi, ding khong? Em van chura c6 bai thi ndo sip dén chu?”

“Chua. Bon em moi bat dau thoi.”

“Vay thi sao em khong vé nha ngay bay gior di?”

“Chi nghii nén thé a?”

“Phai. Va ¢ yén trong nha cho t6i khi bon chi tim ra ciu dy.” Dance ghi lai dia chinha c6 bé. “Néu em nho ra thém diéu gi - vé noi cau dy ¢6 thé dén -
lam on haly cho chi biét.”

“Tét nhién rdi a,” cd bé cam Ky danh thiép ctia Dance. Ca hai cing quay lai chd mAy ngudi ban ctia c6 bé.

*

Tiéng séo quena[ 1] budn man méc ctia Jorge Curmbo, cing nhom nhac Nam Phi Urubamba du duong bén tai Dance. 4m nhac gifp ¢ nhe nhdm. C6
cam thay chit tiéc ré khi li vio trong bai d6 bénh vién vinh Monterey, dau xe lai va dimg nhac.

[1. Mot loai séo truyén thong ctia vimg Andes (Nam Mg). ]

Chi chimng mdt nira s6 ngudi tham gia phan dbi con nén lai. Muc su Fisk va tay vé si toc do ciia 6ng ta déu vang bong,
Rit c6 thé ho dang ¢b ging lan tim ddu vét ctia me co.

Dance budc vao trong bénh vién.

Vai ngudi y ta va bac sTdén bén to vé thong cam - ¢ haiy ta da khoc khi nhin thiy con gai ddng nghiép ctia ho.

C6 di xudng cu thang t6i phong ngurdi phu tréch an ninh. Trong phong khong ¢6 ai. C6 liéc mit nhin Ién sanh v& phia khu Piéu trj tich cyc. Dance di
theo hudng d6 va day ctra bude qua.

Dance chép it khi 1& vao can phong noi Juan Millar d4 qua doi. N6 da bi niém phong bang bang dinh vang ctia canh sat. Bién béo ghi “Cam vao. Hién
trurong t0i ac”. DAy I tic phdm ctia Harper, c6 phan nd thim nghi. Mot trd ngu ngde. Tai ddy chi ¢ ndm phong Piéu tri tich cuc - ba phong dang co
bénh nhén diéu tri - va dng ta d& niém phong mdt phong lai? S& thé nio néu hai bénh nhan nita nhap vién? Roi c6 tham nghil, hanh dong pham toi dién ra
tir gin mot thang trude, va ké tir lic d6 ¢6 & cin phong da tiép nhan thém mot ta bénh nhan khac, chura ké dén viée dugc doi ngli nhan vién nghiém tic
lién tyc 1Am vé sinh. Khong thé con bét cir bang chimg nio dé thu thip.

Tét ca chi dé tao 4n twong va quan hé cong ching,



Co quay di.
Va gin nhu d4m sdm vao anh trai Juan Millar, Julio, ngudi da tn cong 6 trude do trong théng,

Nguoi dan dng nuée da ngimngim, chéic nich, miic b vest sim miu ot ngdt dimg lai, méit hudng théing vao ¢. Anh ta dang cammdt tap gidy to nam
x0c x¢ch trong tay trong khi nhin Dance cham cham, chi cach ¢6 hon mdt mét.

Dance cang ngudi canh giac, hoi i lai & danh cho minh thoi gian ]ay binh xit hoi cay hodc cong tay. Néu anh ta x6ng t6i co Jn nita, c6 d sin sang dé
tur vé, cho di1 ¢6 ¢6 thé hinh dung nhitng gi gidi truyén thong s& ché bién ra tir cau chuyén con gai ctia nghi pham giét ngudi vi Iy do nhén dao hanh hung
anh trai nan nhan.

Nhung Julio nhin c6 ghﬁm cham voi anh mét ky cuc d6 - khong hé ¢6 vé phin nd hay cam ghét, mi gin nhur thi vi voi sy ngdu nhién tinh ¢& khién anh
gap 6. Anh ta thi tham, “Meg c6... lam sao ba ta c6 the lam vay chir?”

Nhirng 161 n6i nghe c6 vé da duoc tap duot trude, nhur thé anh ta da chd doi co hdi dé duroc ndira ching,

Dance dinh Ién tiéng, song 16 rang Julio khong hé trong doi mot cau tra oi. Anh chim i bude qua canh cira dan t6i 16i ra phia sau.
Va chi cé vay.

Khong loi I& nghiét ng, khong de doa, khong bao luc.

Lam sao me ¢6 c6 thé lam vay?

Timcb dap dir doi sau cude doi (’iﬁu kho hiéu, Dance nhé ¢6 lan me ¢6 timg n6i Julio lic trude da ghé qua ddy. Dance tir hoi tai sao gio ndy anh ta lai
quay trd lai. Pua mat nhin lan cudi cling vé dai bang dinh cuia canh sat, Dance roi khoi khu Bieu tri tich cuc va di toi phong ctia ngudi phu trach an ninh.

“0, ddc vu Dance,” Henry Bascomb wira n6i vira chdp .
C6 mim cuoi chao 6ng, “Ho da cho dan bang dinh cin phong rdi 42
“C6 da quay lai chd d6?”” Bascomb hoi.

Dance lap tirc nhin ra vé cang thing trong giong n6i va tur thé ctia dng, Nguoi dan ng dang suy nghi rat nhanh va trong khong duoc thoai mai. Vi cai gi
day? Dance ban khoan tu hdi.

“Y 6ng mudn ndi 1 niém phong?” ¢6 ap lai.

“Phai rdi, dung thé, thira quy c6.”

Quy c6? Dance tlliéu chit nita da bat cuoi trude cach xung ho khach sao dot ngdt. C6, O’Neil, Bascomrb va vai ngurdi ban timg lam canh sat cta 6ng ta
moi cling nhau uong bia va quesadilas dudi quan Fisher’s Wharf chi méy thang trude. CO quyét dinh di thing vao viée, “Toi chi co mdt hay hai phit thoi,
Henry. T6i mudn tim hiéu v& vu ctia me t61.”

“Ba 4y thé ndo roi?”

Dance dang nghi: Toi ciing chang biét rd hon 6ng dau, Henry. C6 n6i, “Khong tot Fm.”

“Cho t6i giri 101 hoi tham ba.”

“T6i s& chuyén Ioi. Con bay gid, t61 mubn xem danh sach nhén vién va s6 ding ky ra vao dé biét nhig ai c6 mit tai bénh vién khi Juan chét.”

“Hiéu rdi,” ong n6i tiép, “Nhung vin d& 1 t6i khong thé.”

“Sao vay, Henry?”

“Toi dugc chi thi khong dé ¢6 xem bét cir thir gi. Khong gidy to ndo. Tham chi ching t6i con khong duge phép n6i chuyén véi ¢d.”
“Lénh cua ai vay?”

“Ban quan ly,” Bascomb dé dit ndi.

“Va?” Dance tiép tuc ging hoi.

“Puoc 1di, i dng Harper, cai dng cong t6 vién d6. Ong ta n6i chuyén v6i ban quén Iy, va nguoi quan Iy nhan vién.”

“Nhung do 1 thong tin duge phép tim hiéu. Ludt su bao chira cho bi can c6 quyén hm diéu d6.”



“0, 101 biét thé. Nhung 6ng ay ndi dé Iy duoc ching ¢d can thyre hién theo cach ndy.”
“T6i khong mudn Iy ching, Chi xem qua thoi, Henry.”

Hoan toan khong ¢ gi bat hop phép voi viée ¢6 xem qua cac gy to, v hanh dong iy x¢t cho ctng s& khong anh huong gi dén vy 4n vi ndi dung ctia
cac s6 dang ky va ban ky tén diém danh cubi ciing kiéu gi ciing s& duge cong bd.

Khudn niit Bascomb cho thiy 6ng ta dang bi lim vao thé khé xir ra sao. “Toi hiéu. Nhung t6i khong thé. Trir khi ¢6 trat doi hau toa.”
Harper d4 n6i chuyén véi ngudi phu trach an ninh nham mot muc dich duy nhét: D& gay kho khéiin cho Dance va gia dinh co.
“T6i xin 161, 6ng ngurong ngap noi.

“Khong sao dau, Henry. Ong ta c6 n6i cho 6ng mot Iy do ndo khong?”

“Khong,” 6ng ndi ra cau tra 101 qua nhanh, va Dance c6 thé d& dang thiy vé ciim ghét trong it Bascomb, khéc hin nhing gi c6 biét vé chuén mirc
trong Urg Xt cua ong.

“Ong ta n6i gi, Henry?”

Mot khoang im Eing,

Dance cti ngudi vé phia Bascomb.

Nguoi phy trach an ninh cti mit xudng, “Ong ta ndi... dng ta ndi khong tin co. Va dng ta khong thich ¢6.”

Dance ¢b dura ra nu cudi kha nhdt ¢6 c6 thé. “A, d6 qua a mdt tin t5t, t6i cho I thé. Ong ta 1 ngudi cudi cling trén thé giéi ndy t6i mudn nhan duoc su
tan thudng.”

%

Lic ndy da ndm gios chidu.

Dance goi vé vin phong khi ¢ béi dé xe ctia bénh vién, va biét duge qua trinh truy Ring Travis Brigham chura ¢6 tién trién dang ke nao. Lyc lwong Tudn
canh Xa 16 va van phong S¢ Canh sat dang chi dao cudc tlmklem, tap trung vao nhitng dia diém quen thudc trong ving, cc nguon thong tin vé nhimg
cudc dio tau va nhitng dbi twong vi thanh nién dang 1an tron: trurong hoc ctia cdu ta, dam ban hoc va cac khu mua sam Ve miét Iy thuyét, viéc phuong
tién di chuyen ctia cau thiéu nién b gi61 han & mjt chiée xe dap la mot diéu hitu ich, song van chua dan t6i bét ¢t manh mdi no.

Rey Carraneo da tim hiéu duroc rat it tir nhiing ghi chi1 va hinh v& nguéch ngoac cta Travis, nhung van dang tiép tyc 1in tim trong d6 nhimg manh mbi vé
noi 4n ndu ctia ciu ta. TJ dang ¢6 Jan tim ngudn gde cta chiée mit na, ddng thoi goi dién cho nhimg ngudi tham gia blog 6 nguy co trd thanh nan nhén.
K& tir luc Dancp biét d}r(;c tlI Caitlin chuyén Travis thich bor bién, cd Vda giao cho anh them nhiém vy lién lac voi ban quan Iy cac cong vién, canh bao cho
ho cau ta c6 thé dang Ian tron dau d6 tai mot trong hang nghin mau dat thude s¢ hitu cta ti€u bang khu vue nay.

“Véng, thua sép,” Rey ué 0ai n6i, khong phai vi mét moi ma dang & tam trang vo vong giong Dance.

Tiép sau d6 1a cudc tro chuyén véi Jon Boling,

“T6i da nhan dwoc méy tinh ctia Travis. Van ngudi didu tra vién i trude, Reinhold, mang né dén. Chéc anh ta biét phai lim gi khi n6i v& méy tinh.”
“Cauta c6 vé sang tao ddy. S& tién xa. Anh d c6 chit may mn nao chura?”

“Chua. Travis rat thong minh. C4u 4y khong chi trong cily don thudn vao viéc béo vé nhé mét khau. Mot churong trinh méi héa c6 bén quyén ndo do da
khéa 6 cing lai. Chiing ta c6 thé khong bé khda duge nd, nhung t6i da goi cho mot dong nghiép ¢ trurong, Néu co ai d6 c6 kha ning xdm nhdp duoc
vao trong, thi d6 chinh 1a nguoi nay.”

Hum, Dance thamngh], tht Ia trung lap vé gioi: “dong nghiép” va “ngudi nay”. Dance dich hai tir nay thanh “ni¥ nghién ctru sinh tré trung, Iong lay, nhiéu
kha nang toc vang va rét hip dan”. Boling 16i thém bang thir ngdn ngit sic mii chuyén mon ring mdt cude tin cong theo kidu ding strc manh thuan tiy
dang dugc trién khai thong qua duong truyén tin hiéu t6i mdt siéu may tinh & Dai hoc California - Santa Cruz. “Hé thdng ¢6 thé bé dwoc mat mé trong
vong mot gio toi...”

“Thét sa0?” ¢d hoi day hy vong,

“Hoic, t6i dang dinh ndi tiép, trong vong hai gid hay ba trdm nim nita. Con tiry.”

Dance camon va bao anh hy quay vé nha nghi ngoi. Anh ta co vé thit vong, Sau khi giai thich ring ban than khong c6 ké hoach ndo cho t6i hom do,
anh ndi s€ tiép tuc tim ki€m tén nhitng ngudi dang bai cé thé dang gap nguy hiem.

Viéc ﬁép theo ctia ¢6 1 t&i nha Martine don céc con minh rdi ca ba s& clng dén nha tro noi bd me cd dang 4n nAu.



Trong lic li xe, ¢0 hoi trong lai nhitng bién c6 xay ra quanh cai chét clia ngudi canh sét tré Juan Millar, nhung thue sur vao thoi diém do, ¢6 da khong
chii y miy dén viéc nay. Cudce truy king doi hoi moi sur tap trung cta c6: Daniel Pell - thi linh gido phdi, tén sat nhin va Ia ke 161 kéo kich dong day nguy
hiém - ctng ddi tac cta gi - mdt nguoi dan ba ciing nguy hiém khong kém - da Jan trbn tai Ban dao Monterey sau khi tay ndy trbn thodt, ddng thoi tiép
tglqsanduog‘glet hai nhitng nan nhan moi. Dance va O Neﬂdqno‘h_rc }(hongngmnghlde truy nd ching. Chinh vay ma céi chét ciia Juan Millar da khong
xuat hién nhi€u trong tdm trf c6, ngoai cam giac an han nhdi budt vé phan trach nhiém, du rat nhd, cta ban than trong bi kich do.

Néu Dance doan dugc me minh ¢6 kha nang bi cubn vao vu viée, hin o da dé tam chiy hon.

Murdi phit sau, Dance d4u xe trong bai dd rai soi ctia nha tro. Maggie thot 1én, “Ai cha” rdi nhay bat Ién trén ghé ngdi trong lic ngiim nghia xung quanh.
“Phai, tuyét”, Wes reo Ién dui co ph:?ln churng mure hon.

Cin phong mang phong cach dong qué kiéu c6 - mdt phin ctia Carmel Inn sang trong - 1 mdt trong mudi hai cin nim tach biét khoi toa nha chinh.
“C6 mdt bé boil” Maggie reo Ién. “Con nudn di boi.”

“Xin 11, nhung me quén mét do boi ctia con rd7”, Dance thiéu chut nira da budt miéng noi i bd me c6 ¢ thé dura hai dtra di mua d boi, nhung rdi chot

nhé ho khong duoc 19 dién chd dong ngudi - chlrng ndo myc su Fisk va dam kén kén clia ong ta con dang hron 1 khiip noi. “Mai me s& mang dén. Va,
nay, Wes, c6 mit san tennis. Con c6 thé choi voi 6ng ngoai.”

“Ving”
Ba me con ra khoi xe, Dance ly va li ctia I tré ma c6 d chudn bi trrde do. Cac con c6 s& & lai dy tdi nay véi dng ba ngoai clia ching,
Ho réo budc theo 1i di hai bén ¢6 vién cdy leo va nhing cdy xurong rong ho Canh thién thin kin méu xanh hc.

“Ong ba & phong ndo a?” Maggie hoi, nhay chén sao theo 16i di.

Dance chi va ¢d bé Bp tirc chay vut Ién trrde that nhanh. Con bé dén bén cira phong bdm chubng, rdi canh cira mo ra vira ding lic Dance va Wes t6i
noi. Edie mim cudi voi bon tré r6i dan chiing vao trong,

“Ba of’”, Maggie goi, “O day tuyét qua!”
“Chd nay rat dep. Vao di chau.”

Edie mim cudi voi Dance, trong khi ¢6 ¢b doan y nghiia ctia nd. Nhung nu cudi d6 chéng chira dung hrgng thong tin nhidu nhiin gi hon so véi mot o gidy
trang.

Stuart 6m cham iy cac chau.

Wes hoj, “Ba khoe chir a?”.

“Ba rat khoe. Thé Martine va Steve thé nao?”

“Onca a”, cu bé dap.

“Hai anh em sinh d6i va chu da ding gdi xdy mdt ngon niti”, Maggie néi. “C6 ca hang dong nita.”

“Chau phai ké cho ba nghe dy nhé.”

Dance nhinra b6 me co dang c6 mot vi khach. Viluat s bao chira danh tiéng George Sheedy dimg dy budc t6i bit tay Dance va chao hoi bang chit
giong nam tram. Mot chice cdp dang dé mo trén miit ban ca phé ké ¢ khu vye tiép khéch ctia can nha, canh do I nhimg to gidy ghi chil mau vang va to
bé}n in duge x¢p thanh chér}g, Ngubj Iuat sur ghc"lo hai dtra tré. Ong rat lich sy, song tir ctr chi va thai d¢ ctia 6ng, Dance ¢ the 1ap tirc nhdn ra cudc trao
d6i c6 wira lam gian doan rat nang né céang thang, Wes nhin Sheedy ngo wirc.

Sau khi Edie da iy banh keo ra thét dai bon tré, ching di t6i mdt san choi.

“O bén canh em gaicon déy’ >, Dance ra Iénh.

“Vang Dinao”, cau bé n6i voi Maggie, hai dira vira tung himg nhiing hop nuée €p trai cdy cung banh keo vira roi di. Dance liéc nhin qua cira s6 va
nhinra c6 ¢ the nhin thdy san choi tir ddy. Bé boi nim sau mdt canh cong dugc khéa. Vi lii tré, canh giac bao nhiéu ciing khong thira.

Edie va Stuart quay lai ngdi guéng xa 16ng, Ba tach ca phé, hdu nhu chua dwoc dung dén, ndm trén chiée ban gd thép. Ba hin da chuin bi ching theo
ban nang ngay khi Sheedy dén.

Sheedy hoi v& vu 4n va cudc truy king Travis Brigham



Dance cung cap nhirng cau tra 10i kha so sai, m trén thuc té ciing i nhitng gi tot nhat ¢6 ¢6 thé cung cap.

“Con ¢6 do, Kelley Morgan?”

“C6 vé van dang bét tinh.”
Stuart Fc dau.

Cha dé nhing vu tin cong lién quan té1 Cay thip tur ven duong duoc dep sang bén, rdi Sheedy dura mét nhin Edie va Stuart, 1ong may nhudng lén. B
Dance n6i, “Ong c¢6 thé n6i cho con gai toi. Bat dau di. Tat ca.”

Sheedy gii thich, “Ching t6i dang ban xem ké hoach tro choi ctia Harper ¢6 vé s& nhur thé ndo. Ong ta 1 mdt nhan vat rat bao thi, stng dao va duogc
bict 12 nguoi chong d6i dao luat Chét trong Nhan pham.”

Dy luat nay lién tuc gy ra song gi6 ¢ California. Glong nhu dao ludt & Oregon, n cho phép cac bac sidugc tro giip nhiing nguoi mong mudn két thic
cudc sbéng cua ho. Tuong ty pha thai, day la mbt chu d& gay nhiéu tranh ci, v c6 sy phan héa cao do giita phia ting hd va bén phan ddi. Hién tai &
California, néu ai d6 gitp mot ngudi tyr sét, hanh dong do6 bi coi 1 toi nghiém trong,

“Thé nén 6ng ta mudn ding Edie im guong. Vu ankhong phai vé viée trg gilip tyr sat - me ¢ cho t0i biét Juan b thrrong qua nang dé c6 thé tu dua
thubc vao ngudi minh. Nhung Harper mudn giri di mot thong diép rang tiéu bang s& dua ra nhirng hinh phat nghiém khéic danh cho bat cur ai gilp thure
hién mot vu tur sat Y cua ongta la Dtrng co ungho dao luat do vi cac congto vién s& dé rmt thuc Sur sét sao t6i timg trurong hop. Chi can di mot budc

Giong n6i quen thudc tiép tuc mdt cach ning né, hurdng vé phia Dance.

“Co nglﬁajé 6ng ta s€ khong quan tam téi viéc thurong wong vef: 101 bién ho ctia bi géo. Ong ta mubn c6 mot phiéq tda va thue hién mdt mén trinh dién
16n, hap dan nham thu hit cong ching, Trong trrdng hop cu the nay, vi ai d6 da gict Juan, hanh dong trén 12 tdi giét nguroi.”

“Cép d6 mdt”, Dance n6i. C6 biét rd luat hinh su t61 mirc chéng khac gi mot ) nguoi thue long cubn Niém vui trong nAu an.

Sheedy gat dau. “Vi hanh dong i ¢6 cha dich va Millar | mdt nhén vién cong hre.”

“Nhung khéng phai trong hoan canh dac biét,” Dance noi, nhin vao khudn mat nhot nhat ctia me 5:6. Hoan cénh dac biét s€ cho phép tuyén an tir hinh.
Nhung dé ép dung hinh phat d6, Millar can phai dang thi hanh cong vy vao thoi di€ém anh ta bi giet.

Sheedy néi vao day mia mai, “C6 c6 thé tin hay khong ciing dwoc, nhung ong ta dang can nhic t6i kha ning do.”

“Bang cach nao? Lam thé ndo 6ng ta c6 thé?”” Dance ndng nay hoi.

“Vi chinh thirc thi Millar chua bao gio bao céo két thic nhiém vu.”

“Ong ta dang gio tro tiéu xao nhur thé sao?” Dance gin giong, khong gidu ndi vé ghé tom.

“Harper ¢6 dién khong vay?”” Stuart lim bam

“Khong, ong ta duoc thic day va tur cho minh a ding, M6t thir con kinh khiing hon ca sur dién 16. Ong ta s& c6 dugc man quang co t6t hon véi mdt 4n
tr hinh. Va d6 1 thir 6ng ta muon. Durng lo, khong the c6 chuyén ba bi két an gict nguoi trong hoan canh déc biét,” vi ludt su noi, quay sang phia Edie.
“Song t61 nghi 6ng ay s€ bat dau voi toi trang nay.”

Dau thé, giét nguoi cap d6 mdt ciing da du khing khiép. Nhur vy 6 thé dong nghia 1 hai muroi lim nidm i cho Edie.

Ong noi tlep, “Bay gio, cho phin bao chita cua ching ta, khong thé bién minh hanh dong nay c6 ly do chinh déng, nham Bn hay tu vé. Két thic ndi dau
don va thdng khd ctia nan nhén s& 1 yéu t duogc can nhéc t6i khi két 4n. Nhungneubmthamdoannnba co yketthuc cudc song cua anh ta, cho du ly
do ciia ba ¢6 nhan dao dén dau di ching nita, ho ciing s& phéi dua ra phén quyét ba pham toi giét nguoi cap do mdt.”

/\ Koy

“Vay la viéc bién hg,” Dance ndi, “s¢ dua vao cac dir kién thye &
“Chinh x4c. Thir nhég, ching ta thn cOng vao két qua gidi phau tir thi va két lun vé nguyén nhén tir vong, Két Iuéin cita nguoi phy tréch diéu tra | Millar
chét do van 6ng truyén morphin bi m& qua rong va thuoe khang histamin[2] da bi cho thémvao dich truyén. Diéu do da dan t6i tinh trang suy ho hap, va
saudo Ia tryy tim Ching ta s€ timkiém chuyén gia dé ndi rang dicu d6 khong ding. Nan nhan da chét vi cac nguyén nhan ty nhién do bi bong ning. Cac
loai thudc khong cé lién quan gi.”

[2. La mdt logi thubc ding dé ngan chéin tac dung ciia mdt chét hoa hoc tur nhién durge san xudt boi hé thong mién dich ¢ tén i histamine. Loai thube
nay dugc ding nhieu nhat trong viéc di€u tri nhitng triéu chirng di g, déc biét 1a s6t ¢d kho, va nhiing phan ing do bi can hay bi dot. |

“Thir hai, ching ta khang dinh Edie khong hé |am viéc d6. Ngudi ndo khic da dua thude vao ngudi nan nhén, ¢6 thé vdi y dinh dé nan nhén chét, c6 the
do nham an. Ching ta mong muon tim ra nhitng nguoi ¢6 the da hién dién quanh noi xdy ra vu an - mot nguoi nao do c6 kha ning da trong thiy hung
tht. Hodc ai khac rat co thé chinh Ia thi pham. Vé chuyén nay thi thé nao, Edie? Co bat ctr ai & gan khu Dicu tri tich cuc vao khoang thoi gian Juan chét



hay khong?”
Ba tra 101, “C6 mdt s6 y ta & d6. Ngoai ra khong con ai khac. Gia dinh cdu ta da vé. Va khong c6 ngudi ndo toi thim.”

“Bugc rdi, t6i s& tiép tuc tim hiéu viéc ndy,” gwong mit Sheedy tré nén nghiém trong. “Con by gid, ching ta ban t6i ric rdi on nhat. Thir thube dugc
thém vao dich truyén tinh mach & diphenhydramin.”

“Loai thuc khang histamine,” Edie noi.

“Khi canh st tdi kham nha ba, ho tim thdy mot lo biét dugc ctia diphenhydramin. Lo thudc da rdng khong.”

“Cai gi?” Stuart sitng so.

“Céi lo duoc tim thy trong gara, gidu dudi miy tim gié lau.”

“Khong thé nao.”

“Va mdt i lanh c6 vét morphin da kho trén d6. Ciing loai morphin c6 trong dng truyén tinh mach ciia Juan Millar.”
Edie Iip bap, “Toi khong dé n6 ¢ d6. Tat nhién t6i khong am thé.”

“Ching ta déu biét vay ma me.”

Ong néi thém, “C6 vé khong hé ¢6 diu van tay hay dau vét dang ké nao.”

Dance 1n6i, “Thi pham da sdp dit ching.”

“D6 1a didu  ching ta s& ¢b ging chimg minh. Hoac ngudi do da ¢b v giét Millar, hoac iy ra chuyén ndy do nham Fn. Du i trurdng hop ndo di nita, thi
pham da giéu lo thude va xi lanh vao ga ra clia ong ba dé tranh ti.

Edie cau may. Ba nhin sang con gai. “Chéc con con nhé hdi dau thang, ngay sau khi Juan chét, me c6 ndi véi con me nghe thiy tiéng dong bén ngoai.
Tiéng dong d6 vong lai tir ga ra. Me dam cuge c6 ngudi da vao trong.”

“Ding thé,” Dance ddng y, cho dit c6 khong thurc swr nh6 ndi chuyén nay - khi dy cudc truy ling Daniel Pell da chiém hét tam tri 6.
“Tét nhién...” Dance d6t nhién im ling.
“Caigi?”

“Thé ndy nhé, c6 mdt viéc ching ta can thyc hién. Con da cir mt canh sat t6i thim do bén ngoai ngdi nha ciia gia dinh ho d€ dam béo an ninh. Harper
s€ muon bict tai sao anh ta khong nhin thay bat ctr di€u gi.”

“Hozc,” Edie chen vao, “ching ta can timra xemanh ta ¢6 thdy ké xAm nhp hay khong,”
“Ding thé”, Dance hdi ha ndi. C6 cho Sheedy biét tén ngudi canh sét.

“Toi cling s& kiém tra chuyén d6”, ong ta noi thém, “Piéu duy nhét con lai ching ta ¢6 & mdt bao c4o réng bénh nhan da n6i véi ba, ‘Hay giét toi di’. Va
ba da ke lai cho vai nguoi C6 nhan chitng vé viéc nay.”

“Diing thé”, Edie n6i, nghe 6 vé thi thé, doi mit ba dua sang nhin Dance.

Dot nhién ¢b c6 mdt ¥ nghi khing khiép: Liéu ¢b co bi goi ra lam chimg chong lai me minh khong? Co cam thiy thure s budn non trude y nghi do.
Dance lac giong, “Nhung me t6i khong hé noi véi ai vé viée ba thue s ¢6 y dinh giét mdt ngudi nao do.”

“Phai. Nhung hily nhé, Harper dang tim cach im to chuyén, chir khong cn sy hop 1y. Mot 1i vién dan nhur thé.... Thoi duoc, hdy hy vong Harper khong
timra chi tiét nay.”

Ong dtmg day. “Khi t6i c6 duge hdi dap tir cac chuyén gia va nhig chi tiét trong bao cao kham nghiém tir thi, t6i s& cho gia dinh c6 biét. Con cau hoi
ndo nita khong?”

Khuon niit Edie cho thiy rd rang, ¢6, ba dang c6 ca nghin cdu hoi. Nhung rdi ba chi lic dau.

“Tinh hinh khong phai la v6 vong, Edie. Bang chimg tim thdy trong ga ra qua thire dang lo ngai, nhung ching ta s& lam t6t nhat c6 thé véi didu d6”,
Sheedy thu don gidy t& ctia ong, sép xép lai rdi cho vao cip. Ong bit tay timg ngudi va danh cho tat ca ho nhitng ny cudi dong vién. Stuart tién ong ta

ra ctra, san nha kéu c6t két dudi strc nang cuia ong,

Dance ciing dimg day. C6 n6i voi me, “Me c6 chic bon tré s& khong im me mét qua khong? Con c6 thé dua hai dtra quay lai chd Martine.”



“Khong, khong, Me da rét mong duoc gip cac chau.” Ba mic vao ngudi mdt chiée 4o ni. “Ma thuc ra, me nghii me s& ra thiam thi bén ngoai modt chit.”

Dance 6m ly me ¢6 trong gidy lt, cam thdy d6i vai ba cing cimg, Trong mot khoanh khéic ling ting, hai ngudi phu nit nhin théng vao méit nhau. Sau do
Edie budce ra ngoai.

Dance ciing 6m hon b ¢6. “Mai b me dén an tdi ciing con nhé?” ¢6 hoi dng.

“Pé ching ta xem sao da.”

“Thét ddy. S& rét tdt. Cho me, cho bd, cho moi ngudi”

“Bb s& noi chuyén voi me con.”

Dance quay tro lai van phong, tai dy c6 danh vai gio dong hﬁ tiép theo diéu phdi lwc hrong giam sat tai nha nhimg ngudi ¢6 thé tré thanh nan nhan va
noi O clia gia dir}h Brigham, trién khai nhan lyc t0t nhat c6 the. Va chi huy cude san ng v0 vong nham timra Travis, mdt giéi tuong da ching té cau ta
ciing vo hinh chiing kém gi khoi chudi dién tir da tao nén nhitng thong di¢p day ac y, day ban than vao cudc hanh trinh chét chdc ctia chinh minh.

*

Thu giain.

Dance dirng xe truéc nha minh & Pacific Grove lic mudi mdt gioy dém, cam thay tim trang kha nhe nhdm. Sau ngiy dai, that dai, vira trai qua, c6 thuc
su mirng khi dugce trd vé nha.

Ngoinha theo phong cach Victoria cb dién c6 miu Iyc sAm véi nhing lan can xam, nhimg canh ctra chép va bo rao cdy xén tia gon ghe - ndm & khu L tdy
bac Pacific Grove; néu dung thoi diém trong niim, g6 va suy nghil ctia ban vé viéc tra nguoi trén mot hing rao lung lay tring hop véi nhau, ban ¢6 thé
nhin thiy dai duwong,

C6 bude vao trong 16i di nho, bat dén kén va khoa ctra lai. Hai con ché lao ra chao dén c6. Dylan, gidng chin ciru Dire c6 b 1bng den | pha ndu vang, va
Patsy, mt c0 4 kiéu ky thude gidéng cho san c¢6 bo 1ong murot ma. Ching dwoc dit 1in hrot theo t8n ngudi sang tac nhac rock i dai nhét va ca sinhac
ddng qué xuat sic nhét trong mdt trim nim qua.

Dance kiém tra email, khong c6 tién trién méi ndo trong cude diéu tra. C6 vao bép - mot noi rong rii nhung duroc trang bi nhimg dung cu tir mot thap ky
khac - rot mot Iy rurgu vang va bit tay vao tim kiém chit d6 an con lai, hra chon nira chiéc sandwich kep g tiy chura nim trong t lanh qué lau.

C5 cho hai con cho an, 1di tha ching ra phia sau. Nhung ding ltc dinh quay lai chd méy tinh, c6 giat minh trurée nhimg am thanh 6n a0 gian dir cta
ching, vira sua vang lén vira lao xudng cau thang. Lii ch6 van thinh thoang c6 phan timg nay khi mt con séc hay mot chit meo v6 tinh muon ghé tham
ngodi nha. Song chuyén d6 hiém khi xay dén vao thoi gian nay trong d&m Dance d€ ly rugu vang xuong, nam lay bang khau Glock cta cd, va budc ra
ngoai hién.

C6 ha hdc miéng sing so.

Mot cy thap tur nam trén mét dat cach ngdi nha chimg muroi hai mét.

Khong!

Dance 11t stng ra, v6 By mot cay dén pin, goi hai con cho lai bén minh va chiéu ludng séang xudng san sau. DS 1 mot khong gian hep, nhung dai t6i muoi

lam met v6i chi chit hoa mit khi, thich va nhitng cay s s0i nho, 16i ca clic tay, dau lupine, khoai lang canh, c6 ba I4 va ca nhitg mdm c6 hoang ndi loan.
Nhiing loai thure vat duy nhét c6 thé sinh s6i phét trién trén dat cat va bong ram.

C6 khong thy ai, cho dii vn con nhitg noi ké xdm nhdp ¢6 thé nau minh dé khong bi trong thiy tir trén hién,

Dance hbi ha budc xudng cau thang, tién vao man dém I mo t6i, nhin quanh vé phia ca chuc chiéc bong cuia nhing canh cay dang nga nghiéng khong
ngimg lay dong trong gio.

C6 dimg lai, sau d6 chdm rii bude di, mét ddi theo céc 16i mon va hai con ché, lic ndy dang lan quanh san, tinh tio, canh gidc.

B6 dang bdn chdn, cang thing ctia ching va nhitng tim bng ¢b dung dimg Ién ciia Dylan trong that bat an.

C0 i tir tién lai chd gbc san. Vira di vira tim kiém chuyén dong, ling nghe tiéng budc chan. én khi khong nghe hay nhin thiy bét ctr déu hiéu ndo cta
ké xam nhap, Dance chiéu dén pin xuong dat.

Vit d6 dudng nhu |2 mot cay thap tr, nhung khi lai gin, Dance khong thé doan chéc n6 da duogc dé lai co chiry hay do nhimg canh cay roi xudng tao

thanh. N6 khong duoc bude lai bang dy va ciing ching ¢6 bong hoa ndo & canh. Nhung cong sau chi cach chd nay vai mét, dau cho d duoc khoa thi
mdt cdu nhdc mudi bay tudi van dé dang tréo qua.

C5 nhé I Travis Brigham biét tén ¢6. Va c6 thé d& dang tim ra noi c6 song



Dance chim rdi budc mjt vong quanh cay thap tir. C6 phai bén canh i nhitng d4u chan hru lai sau khi gidm Ién co khong? C6 khong thé chic chén.
Viée khong chic chin thAm chi con bat an gép boi néu cay thap tu bibo lai d6 [a mot 101 de doa. Dance trd lai nha, nhét sing vao bao dung,

€6 khéa cira rdi di vao phong khéch, noi day 4p nhimg mon dd ciing 1on xon ching kém gi nha Travis Brigham, nhung dep d€ va mang lai cam gidc ém
ctng hon. Khong c6 s hién dién cﬁg da hay chrom, phan lén chL'u}g duoc boc vai 6 mau ndu do nhat hay mau dat. Tat ca déu dugc gom tir nhiing lan
dimua sam cuing nguoi chong qua ¢6 ctia c6. Dance gieo minh xudng s6-pha va nhan thay minh c6 mbt cude goi nhd. C6 hodi ha dang nhap nhét ky cude
goi. D6 1a Jon Boling, khong phai me c6. Boling thong bao “dong nghiép” ctia anh Van chua gip may trong viéc bé mat mé. Chiéc siéu méy tinh s& chay
ca dém, va anh s& cho Dance biét tién trién vao bubi sang, Hodc ¢6 ¢6 thé goi lai néu mudn. Anh s& thirc dén tin khuya.

Dance do du - cam thiy b thoi thic can goi lai - nhung sau do quyet dinh dé duong day dugc ranh phong trudong hop me ¢6 lién lac. MOt It sau, ¢ goi
i MCSO, gip duoc nguoi thanh tra tnire ban va dé nghi doi Pidu tra Hién truong toi ly cy thap ty. C6 ndi cho ngudi thanh tra biét vi tri ctia n6. Ong

ndy cho biét s& cir ngudi ti vao budi sang.

Goi dién xong, Dance bat voi hoa sen lén thm BAt clﬁp lan nurdc ndng nghi ngit hoi, cQ van théy on lanh, vi mt hinh anh thét khong may cir nhét dinh
16n von bam r€ lai trong tAm tri c6: Chiec mét na tim thay tai nha Kelley Morgan, d6i mat den ngom, cai miéng bi khau kin mit.

Khi Dance 1én giwong, khau Glock durge dé cach ¢ gan mdt mét, trén mit ban du giudng, théo sin ra khoi bao va dugc Ep mdt bang dan va mot vién
“trong budng ngi” - nghia 1a da 1én nong,

C6 nham mit lai, nhung cho dit mét 13 rdi, ¢6 van khong tai ndo nga duge.

Khong phéi cude truy dudi Travis Brigham khién c6 trin troc, ciing ching phéi lin kinh hoang trude d6 hay chiéc mit na dang nguyén ria kia.
Khong, nhirng tir ngir don gian ctia Edie cir khong ngimg quay cudng trong ddu c6 m6i chinh i nguyén nhén chi yéu.

Chinh cau tra 10 ctia me ¢6 khi Sheedy hoi vé nhan chimg & khu Diéu tri tich cre vao budi tdi Juan Millar bi giét.

C6 mit sb y ta & d6. Ngoai ra khong con ai khéc. Gia dinh cau ta da vé. Va khong c6 ai t6i thim

Dance khong nhé chéic chéin, nhung gin nhur ¢ thé khang dinh khi c6 ké vé cai chét ctia ngudi canh sat tré voi me ¢6 ngay sau khi chuyén nay xay ra,
Edie da vo cing ngac nhién trude tin d6. Ba n6i véi ¢6 ring tbi hom doé ba rt ban tai khoa didu tri ctia minh nén da khong xudng khu Diéu tri tich cyc.

Néu me c6 khong c6 it & khu Biéu tri tich cye t5i d6 nhur d& n6i, vAy thi im sao ba ¢6 thé chéc chin vé viéc né hoan toan vang vé dén thé?
Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Puong duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.
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bing tam gio' sang, Kathryn Dance budc vao van phong va mim cuoi khi thiy Jon Boling, trong d6i giing tay cao su qua kho, dang gd 1én ban phim
chi€c may tinh ctia Travis. “T6i biét minh dang lam gi. Toi da xem NCIS[1],” anh cudi thodi méi. “T6i thich n hon CSL.”

[1. Naval Criminal Investigative Service (Co quan diéu tra toi pham Hai quén): Tén ctia co quan chuyén diu tra cac vu trong an xay ra trong hrc hrong
Hai quan va Thuy quan lyc chién My, dong thoi 1 tén mdt séri phim truyén hinh di€u tra hinh sy ndi tiéng ctia kénh CBS, bat dau phat song tir 2003.]

“Nay, sep Ching ta can mjt b phim truyén hinh vé ching ta,” TJ n6i vdira tir phia sau chiéc ban dugc kéo vao mot goc, chd ngdi noi anh dang tim
kiém ngudn gbe cai mét na quai go thu duoc tai hién trrdng vu tin cong Kelley Morgan.

“Toi thich y tudng d6,” Boling huréng tmg trd dia, “Mot bd phim vé ngdn ngit co thé, tt nhién roi. Cac vi c6 thé dat tén cho né | Ngwoi Giai Ma Co
The. Toi s€ Ia ngdi sao khach moi déc bigt chir?”’

Cho dui tim trang ctia Dance Iic nay ching chit vui vé, ¢b ciing phai bat cuoi.

TJ tiép tuc, “Toi s& 1 anh chang cong tic tré tudi dep trai luon theo tan tinh céc nit dic vu ong Ay hép dan. Ching ta 6 thé thué vai co nong bong dugc
khong, seép? Khong phai vi sép khong hap dan. Sép biét y t6i muon noi gi ma.”

“Ching ta dang lam duoc nhing gi 1612
Boling bét d4u giai thich réng chiéc siéu may tinh két ndi voi méy ciia Travis van chura gip may nin trong viéc bé mit mé ciia cau thiéu nién.

Mot gio, hodc ba tram nam.


http://ebookfull.net

“Chéng thé lam gi ngoai tiép tuc doi,” Boling thio ging tay ra va quay lai tim kiém danh tinh ctia nhitng ngudi déing bai ¢6 thé gap nguy hiém

“Con Rey?” Dance dua mit vé phia Rey Carraneo kiém I, nguoi van dang miét mai xem xét dong ghi chi va phéc hoa ho tim thiy trong phong ngii ctia
Travis.

“Ca dbng tir ngit lodng ngoang, thua sep, ’ Carraneo n6i, tinh tir tiéng Anh cudi cing dwoc phat 4 amra cing do tir mjt cai miéng gbc La Tinh. “Thir ngdn
ngir t6i khong nhan ra nbi, voi cac con so, hinh v& nguéch ngoac, tau vii try, nhing cai cdy treo vo s6 khuon mit trén d6, ngudi ngoai hanh tinh. Va
nhirng burc v& thi thé bi md phanh ra, nhitng qué tim va ndi tang. C4u nhéc nay 16n x6n kinh khing.”

“Cau ta c6 nhéic t6i dia diémnao khong?”

“C6 chir,” Rey dap. “Chi c6 diéu ching dudng nhur khong & trén trai dat.”

“Pay, thém vai danh tinh nita,” Boling dura cho Dance mt t& gidy chira sau cai tén ciing dia chi ctia ho.
Dance tim cac s6 dién thoai trong co so dit lidu ctia tiéu bang va goi dién cho nhimg ngudi ndy, canh bao dé ho biét mdi de doa tir Travis.

Bing lic d6 may tinh ctia ¢ bao hiéu c6 mot email duoc giri t6i. C6 doc thu, rat ngac nhién v& tén ngudi giri. Michael O’Neil. Hin i phai dang thure sur
rat ban boi anh hiém khi giri tin nhan cho ¢4, ma thich ndi chuyén trure tiép hon.

K-

Ghét phai n6i ra, nhung vu container dang thure sy nong 1én ghé gém. TSA[2] va An ninh Noi dia dang lo Eing

[2. Transportation Security Administrantion (Cuc An ninh Van tai), tryc thuoc BY An ninh N6i dia M. ]

Toi van s& gitip ¢ trong vu Travis Brigham, thiic giuc bén phap y va tham gia khi t6i ¢6 thé, nhung vu ndy s& [y mit hiu hét thoi gian ciia ti. Rét xin 151,

-M

Cudc diéu tra lién quan t6i container dwoc chuyén bing duong bién tir Indonesia téi. C6 vé anh khong thé tri hodn né au hon nita. Dance vo ciing thit
vong, Tai sao lai i e nay? C6 thd dai ngao ngan. Cam thiy that c6 don. Dance nhdn ra trong vu an mang 6 Los Angeles chéng lai J.Doe va cudc diéu
tra lién quan toi nhitng cay thap tur ven duong, ¢6 va O’Neil da gip nhau gan nhur hiing ngty trong tudn vira qua. Mirc d6 thuong xuyén d6 con cao hon
mitc trung binh giira c6 va chong c6 trudc day.

C6 thure sy mong mudn hoc hoi thém kinh nghiém tir anh trong cudc truy king Travis Brigham. Va Dance khong hé cam thiy ngurong nging thira nhin
ring don glan chi a ¢6 mudn c6 anh bén canh. Thét budn cudi khi chi nhig cu tro chuyén, nhiing suy nghii va phan doan duoc chia sé cling c6 thé am
ngudi ta phan chin dén thé. Nhung cudc diéu tra anh phai phy trach 16 rang rat quan trong, véi co thé 1 di. Co hdi ha gd mdt cau tra 10i nhanh,

“Chiic may nin. Nh anh.”

C6 ding phim x6a dé x6a di hai tir cudi cling va ddu chim. Rdi g5 lai: “Chiic may mén. Nhé giit lién lac.”

O’Neil bién mét khoi tam tri c6 ngay sau do.

Dance c6 mit chiée tivi nho dt trong phong kim viée. Liic nay c6 tinh ¢ liéc nhin 1én man hinh, va chép m¥it vi choang vang, Mot cay thap t gb.
Liéun6 ¢6 lién quan gi t6i cude didu tra khong? Ching 18 ngudi ta da tim ra mot cdy nita?

The 10i 6ng kinh may quay di chuyén va chiia vao muc sur R. Samuel Fisk. D6 1 mdt phong su vé cudc phan ddi chét khong dau dén - syr viée dén lic
y, Dance nhén ra voi trai tim triu nding - da chuyén sang tap trung vao me c6. Cay thap tw dang niim trong tay mdt ngudi phan doi.

C6 bat am thanh Ién. Mot phépg vién dang hoi Fisk liéu ¢ phé}i ong ta da thure su kéu g(_)i‘cén giét cac bac s thl_Ig: hién pha thai nhure Ban tln Chilton da
161 khong. V6i mbt cép it day toan tinh lanh ling dap vao mit ¢6, nguoi dan 6ng mic do muc sw nhin cham cham vao may quay va ndi rang 1i ndi cia
oOng ta da bi gidi truyén thong tu do boép méo.

Dance nhé 6 161 vién dan dén Fisk trén Ban tin. Co khong thé nghi ra mot 1oi kéu goi giét nguoi ndo théing thimg hon thé. C0 rat 0 md mudn biét lidu
Chilton c6 dang thém mdt bai ke tiép khong,

.....

cach thirc chi c6 thé goi 1 thin ky, bao chi biét dwoc chi tiét cac cuoc diu tra, cAu chuyén vé nhiing cy thip ty xuat hién bao frude an mang cling nhu
mdt hoc sinh vi thanh nién dang 1 d6i twong tinh nghi, tat ca déu bi cong khai. Nhitng cude goi hoi vé “Ké Sat Nhan Mt Na”, “Ké Sat Nhan Mang Xa
Hot’, “Ké Sat Nhan voi Cay thap ty ven duong” e niy dang tran ngap cac dudng day lién lac ctia CBI, bét chip thuc t& Travis da khong thuc sur sat
hai dugc hai nan nhan d4u tién nhim t6i, va ciing khdng c6 mang xa hoi nao truc tiép can h¢ vao vu ndy.



Nhitng ct dién thoaj tiép tuc doi dén. Tlfnp chi ca nguoi phy trach khu vure von hao hire duoc c6 mit trén truyén thong ctia CBI, theo nhur c4ch dién dat
thong minh va bat can cua TJ, cling bi “nhin chim’3].

[3. Nguyén van: Overbywhelmed. Cach choi chit khong dién dat twong dwong sang tiéng Viét duoc. TJ két hop giira ho ctia Overby va overwhelmed —
bi chim ngfp, ap d4o.]

Kathryn Dance xoay ghe ctia minh, nhin chim chiimra cira s6 vé phia mot than cay xodn xuyt von khoi dau 13 hai cdy riéng bict 1o phat trlen, dudi stc
¢p va thich nghi sinh ton, thanh mdt thin cdy, manh m& hon bt cir than cay riéng ¢ ban dau ndo. Mot it thit day 4n tuong c6 thé thiy 16 nim ngay bén
ngodi cira s6, noi ¢ van thuong tap trung 4nh mét vao nhu mot hinh thire thién,

Lic nay c6 khong con thoi gian dé suy ngim Dance goi cho Peter Bennington, tai phong thi nghiém phép y ctia MCSO, héi vé hién trudng tai noi tim
thay cay thap tu thir hai va nha Kelley Morgan.

Nhirng bong héng dé lai duoc bude bing ctng mot loai voi thir day cao su str dung tai ctra hang giao thire an tan nha gAn noi Travis ting lm viéc, song
ching khong tiét 10 ddu Vet nao hitu ich. Mau soi Michael O’Neil lay tr chlec 40 ni co mil trim mau xam trong gio dung do giat ¢ nha Brigham qua thye
gan nhur turong tur voi mAu soi tim thiy gn cay thap tur thir hai, va miu glay mau nau ti xiu tim thiy trong vat rimg Ken Pfister d chi ciing gan giéng mau
bao bi ciia mHt gi s6 6 la M&M - loai keo ¢6 biét Travis da nua. Dgu vét ngii cpc tai hién trudng ¢6 lién quan t6i loai dwroc ding m banh vong yén
mach tai Bagel Express. Tai nha Kelley Morgan, cau ta khong d¢ lai dau vét hay bang chimg vat chat nao ngoai mjt ménh canh hoa hong do tring khép
V61 bo hoa dé dudi chan cay thap tu thir hai

Chiéc mt na dwoc 1am tai nha, nhung keo dan, gidy va mirc dé ché tao ra né déu I loai phd thong, khong thé 1an ra ngudn gbc.

Loai khi ding dé sat hai Kelley Morgan Ia Chlorine - ciing chinh la loai da duoc str dung trong Thé chién thir nhit v6i hidu qua cuc ky tan khic. Dance
16i voi Bennington, “C6 ngudn tin cho ring cau ta kiém dugc né tir mdt trang mang Qudc xa moi.” Co ké lai nhimg gi dgc biét tir cac ban ciia Caitlin.

Trudng phong thi nghiém phép y tac ki, “Toi iy kim nghi ngd dy. Nhiéu kha ning tir bép nha ai d6 thi ding hon.”
“Caigi?”

“Cau ta str dung c4c san phim tiy rira gia dung,” Ong ta gidi thich rang vai hop chit don gian co thé tao ra loai khi doc. Ching déu ¢6 san trong bét ctr
ctra hang tap hoa hay bach hoa ndo. “Nhung ching t6i khong tim thiy vo dd dung hay bt ctr thir gi khéc cho phép xac dinh duoc ngudn gbe.”

Khong co thir gi tai hién trrdng hay khu vire 1n can cung cdp cho ho dau mdi vé noi cau thiéu nién c6 thé tim t6i dé lan trdn.
“Va David cling moi vira ghé qua nha c6 Iac trude.”

Dance do du, khong dam chéic 6ng ta dang néi dén ai. “David ndo nhi?”

“Reinhold. Cau ta im bén doi Piéu tra Hién truong.”

A, cau diéu tra vién tré tudi day nhiét huyét do.

“Céu ta da thu thap nhimg canh cay bi bo lai san sau nha ¢6. Nhung ching t6i van khong thé chic méy canh cay d6 do ¢d y bo lai hay chi i tinh c& ngiu
nhién. Khong c6 dau vét nao khac, cau ta ndi the.”

“Céu ta ddy sém ddy. T6i rdi nha lic bay gio.”

Bennington bat cudi. “M6i chi hai thang trude thoi, cau ta con dang viét bién lai phat chay qué tde do voi doi Tuin canh Xa 10, va by gior toi nghi cau ta
dang dé mat deén cho cua toi day.

Dance cam on ngudi phu trach Diéu tra Hién trudng va ngit may.

Dﬁy thit vong, Dance chgt nhin ra ¢ dang nhin vao biic anh c}mp chiéc mit na. Trong 115') that ghé so, tan bao va dién r(‘A)."CcA) nhic dié:n thoai goi dén
bénh vién hoi thim tinh hinh Kelley Morgan. Chura ¢6 gi thay doi, mit y ta cho ¢6 hay. Van trong tinh trang hon mé. C6 the c6 bé s& song s6t, nhung
khong ai trong s6 cac nhan vién y t€ san sang dua ra dy doan liéu c6 bé co tinh lai hay khong, hay néu cé thi li€u ¢d bé cd the trd lai cude song binh
thuong nhu trude khong,

Kathryn Dance tho dai ngit may.

Va vo clng gian.

C5 lai v& Iy dién thoai, tim trong danh ba va bam that manh vio cac phim so.

TJ, & ngay gin do, trong thy ctr chi ctia Dance. Anh ta vb 1én canh tay Jon Boling va thi thio, “Trong kia.”

James Chilton tra 10 may sau lin d6 chuong thir ba.



“Toi Ia Kathryn Dance, Cuc Dicu tra.”

Mot quéing im Eing ngfin. Chilton héin dang nhé lai da timg gip c6... va tur hoi tai sao c6 lai goi cho 6ng ta. “Dic vu Dance. Véng Toi nghe n6i vira ¢6
mdt vu nira.”

“Bring. Chinh vi thé t6i goi cho dng, ong Chilton. Cach duy nhét cho phép chiing t6i ciru durge nan nhén - mot ni sinh trung hoc - B lan theo bigt danh
trén mang cua ¢6 bé. Pa phai mat rat nhiéu thoi gian va can huy dong nhiéu nguoi dé timra danh tinh va dia chi nha c6 bé. Ching t6i t61 duoc nha c6 bé
chirng nira gio trude khi ¢6 bé chét han. Mac du da dugc cuiry, song ¢d bé dang hon me va ¢ thé s€ khdng hdi phuc dugc.”

“Toi lay lam tiéc.”

“Va ¢6 vé cac cude tAn cong s& con tiép tuc,” cd cho ong ta biét vé nhitng bé hoa bi danh cip.

“Murdi hai bo tit ca?”” giong ngudi dan 6ng 16 16 vé lo ngai.

“Cau ta s& khong dung lai cho t¢i khi d giét hét nhitng ai timg cong kich cdu ta trén blog ctia 6ng. Toi hoi lai 6ng in nita, dng c6 dong ¥ cho ching toi
biet dia chi Internet ctia nhitng nguoi da dang bai khong?”

“Khong”
Db méc dich. Dance gai nguoi én vi phan nd.

“Vinéu t6i Bm thé, né s& pha v& niém tin trong khdi ¢ moi ngudi. Toi khong thé phan boi doc gia ctia minh.”
Lai may 16i d6. C6 lim bam, “Nghe t6i ndi day...”

“Lam on, dic vu Dance, hiy nghe t6i n6i hét da. Didu toi c6 thé lam... hily viét lai nhimg thong tin nay. May chii ctia toi dit tai trung tim Dich vu Internet
California. Try s6 nam & San Jose,” dng ta cho ¢6 dia chi va so dién thoai, cling nhur mot dau moi lién lac ca nhan.

“Toi s& goi va cho ho biét ngay by gios réng t6i khong phan ddi viéc ho cung cip cho c6 dia chi ctia tht ca nhitng nguoi dng bai. Néu ho mubn mdt lénh
yéu cau chinh thirc, d6 1a chuyén ctia ho, nhung t6i s€ khong can thiép.”

Dance im Iing. C6 khong hoan toan chéc chén vé nhitng ngy y lién quan ti k§ thuat, song c6 nghii 6ng ta vira dong y v6i didu cd yéu cau, trong khi cd
gitt chit thé dién nha bao cho minh.

“A... camon ong”

Hai ngudi ngiit lién lac, va Dance quay sang goi Boling, “Toi nghi chiing ta c6 thé ¢6 cac dia chi IP[4] rdi.”

[4. TP (Internet Protocol) address: Dia chi s6 cap cho mbi thiét bi két ndi vao mang Internet.]

“Cai gi?”

“Chilton vira d6i y.”

“Tuyét qua,” Boling ndi, mim cudi nh mot cdu nhdc vira hay tin b cau ta da mua dugce vé trong mot tran d4u loai truc ﬁép.

Dance doi vai phit, sau d6 goi cho cong ty cung cap may chi. C6 van nghi ngd vé ca kha néing Chilton da goi dién 1An viéc ban than cong ty dich vu chiu
cung cap thong tin ma khong vién dén mdt cude giao tranh phap 1. Nhung tht ngac nhién, nguoi dai dién ma c6 lién lac da ndi, “A, 6ng Chilton vira goi
dién toi. Toi co dia chi IP ciia nhitng ngudi dang bai. Toi duge phép chuyén ching téi mot dia chi chdm gov[5]”.

[5. Pudi tén mién ctia céc co quan chinh phii (.gov).]

C6 mim cudi hét ¢d va doc cho ngudi nhan vién cong ty cung cap méy chu dia chi email ctia minh.

“Ching duoc giri di roi. Toi s& quay lai blog vai gidr mdt an dé iy dia chi nhitng nguoi déng bai méi.”

“Anh 1a mdt vi ctru tinh... theo ding nghiia den déy.”

Ngudi dan 6ng nghiém nghi ndi, “Chuyén nay lién quan t6i cau nhoc dang tim cach tra thi nhiing ngwdi khac, ding khong nao? Ké stng bai Satan d6?
C6 diing 1a ngui ta tim thay vil khi sinh hoc trong t1 ctia cau ta khong?”

Céu em oi, Dance thim nghi. Tin don dang lan di con nhanh hon d4m chay & Mission Hills méy nim trudc.
“Vao lic ndy ching t6i chua rd chuyén gi dang xay ra.”

Lu6n dura ra nhimg cau tra 1i chung chung 13 nguyén tic c6t Ioi.



Ho ngit lién lac. Vai phit sau, méy tinh clia ¢6 béo hiéu c6 email vira giri ti.

“Nhin duoc rdi,” Dance ndi voi Bohng, Anh dtmg ddy budc t6i sau lung c6, dit mot ban tay Ién hung ghé, ctii ngudi ra trude. C thoang ngiri thiy mii
thom diu nhe ctia kem cao rau. That dé chiu.

“Tbt rdi. Tat nhién ching chi 1 dia chi dién tir thoi. Chiiing ta s& phai lién lac ti tt ca cac nha cung cip dich vu dé ¢6 duoc danh tinh va dia chi thue té.
Toi s€ bat tay ngay vao viéc nay.”

Cb in ban danh sach ra - n6 bao gdm chirng ba muroi ngudi - va dua cho Boling. Anh lai quay vé gdc riéng ctia minh va ngdi xudng cim cii trude may
tinh.

“C6 thé ¢6 gi 6 ddy, sép,” TJ da dang nhimg birc dnh chyp cdi méit na kn céc trang web va blog dé héi xem c6 ai biét gi vé ngudn gbe ctia n6 khong,
Anh ta dang dua ban tay ludn qua mai toc 6 hron séng ctia minh. “Vo vai t6i di nao.”

“C6 chuyén gi vay?”
“Chiéc mit na 1 clia mdt nhAn vat trong mot tro choi dién tr,” anh ta liéc mét vé phia nd. ‘Qetzal.”
“Caigi?”

“D6 14 tén ciia nhan vt d6. Hay thir d6. Mot con quai vt giét ngudi bang nhitng tia chiéu tir doi mit ctia nd. Va nd chi ¢6 thé rén ri vi ¢6 ngudi da khau
miéng 16 lai.”

Dance hoi, “Vay i n6 béo thit nhitng nguoi ¢6 kha néng giao tiép?”

“T6i khong thire sw im mdt chirong trinh kiéu Bac si Phill6] vé no, sép,” TJ n6i.

[6. Dr. Phill, mdt churong trinh truyén hinh do Phil McGraw dén, cung cAp thong tin hitu ich v& chiim soc stre khoé.]
“Puoc 1§m,” ¢O mim cuoi

“Tén tro choi,” TJ noi tiép, “la DimensionQuest.”

“N6 1a mit Morpeg,” Boling lén tiéng, khong budn nging dau lén khoi may tinh ctia anh.

“N6 1a gi thé?”

“DimensionQuest I mbt M-M-O-R-P-G - trd choi nhép vai trye tuyén c6 hrong nguoi tham gia 1on. T6i goi ching 1 cac “Morpeg”. Va DQ[7] a mit
trong nhitng tro pho cdp nhat.”

[7. Viét tit ctia DimensionQuest.]

“C6 hitu ich cho chung ta khong?”

“T6i van chura biét. Chiing ta s& r& khi xdm nhap duoc viao méy tinh clia Travis.”

Dance thich su tur tin ctia vi gido sw. “Khi”, chir khong phéi 1 “Néu”. C6 ngdi lai xudng ghé, Iy dién thoai di dong ra va goi cho me. Khong ai bt méy.
Cudi cing, ¢ thir goi cho bd minh.

“Chao Katie.”

“Bb. Me thé ndo rdia? Me khong hé goi cho con.”

“A,” ng c6 chit do du. “Ba Ay dang buc, tat nhién rdi. BS nghii chi don gian i me con khong c6 tim trang dé trd chuyén voi bat cir ai”
Dance ty hoi me ¢ da ndi chuyén vdi Bet, em gai c0, trong bao lau t6i qua.

“Sheedy c6 cho biét thém diéu gi khac khong bd?”

“Chura. Ong 4y n6i dang thure hién vai cude tim kiém.”

“Bd, me ¢6 ndi gi khong? Lic me bi bat 4y?”

“Véi canh sat a?”

“Hodc voi Harper, ngudi cong to vién?”



“Khong.”
“Tét.”

C6 cam thiy bi thoi thic mudn dé nghi ong chuyén may cho me 6. Nhung c6 khong mudn bi tir chdi néu ba tra 16i khong, Dance vui vé ndi, “Bb me s&
tdi an to01 cling con chir? Ping khong a?”

B6 ¢6 camdoan ca hai s& dén, du ngit diéu ctia 6ng thure su chi co nghia 1 ho s& ¢b ging,
“Con yéu bd. N6i v6i me con ciing yéu me nira.”
“Tam biét, Katie.”

Hai ngudi ngit méy. Dance chiim chiim nhin vao chiéc dién thoai trong vai phit. Sau d6 c6 di qua sanh t6i viin phong ctia sép minh, bude vio khong
budn gd ctra.

Overby vira gac dién thoai xudng. Ong ta ht ham vé phia n6. “Kathryn, ¢ manh mdi ndo vé vu tin cong c6 bé Morgan d6 chira? Hay vé vii khi sinh
héa ching han? Kénh tin tirc Chin vira goi.”

Dance dong ctra lai. Overby nhin ¢ ¢ vé khong duoc thoai mai.
“Khong c6 vii khi sinh hoc ndo hét, Charles. Chi c6 nhitng tin don thoi.””

Dance ludt qua cac dAu mdi: chiéc mit na, chiée xe cong tiéu bang, viéc Caitlin Gardner cho biét Travis thich khu vure b bién, cac hoa chit téy rira gia
dung, “Va Chilton da hop tac. Ong ay dong y cung cap dia chi Internet ctia nhitng nguoi dang bai.”

“T6t day.”

Dién thoai ctia Overby lai @6 chudng, Ong ta dua niit vé& phia nd nhung dé nguoi tro 1y nhic mdy.

“Charles, 6ng c6 biét me 6i s& bi bét giit khong?”’

Ong ta chop mit. “Toi... khong, tat nhién 1 khong.”

“Harper da ndi nhitng gi voi ong?”

“Ong ta bao dang ra soat lai cac vu diéu tra,” nhitng 10i ndi ddy vé gwong gao, thi thé. “Nhimng gi t6i ¢ ndi hom qua.”

Nir dac vu khong dam chéic ¢6 phai ong ta dang néi dbi hay khong, Va hiéu Iy do tai sao: Dance dang vi pham nguyén tég co ban nhét trong thim van
hanh vi rng xtt. C6 dang xtic dong. Khi tinh trang ndy xay ra, moi k¥ ning ctia ¢6 déu bat hoat. C6 khong con bict li€u sép ctia minh ¢ dang tra dao
hay khong nita.

“Ong 4y tim kiém trong cac hd so ctia ching ta xem ligu t6i c6 thay ddi gi vé tinh trang ctia Millar khong”

“O, t6i khong nghi vay dau.”

Cin phong chim trong cing thing,

RO sy cang thang ciing tan bién khi Overby chung ra mdt ny cudi trin an. “A, ¢6 lo ling thai qué rdi, Kathryn. S& co mdt cude diéu tra, va vu iy roi s&
duoc xép lai. Khong c6 gi phai lo ngai ca.”

C6 phai 6ng ta biét gi d6 khong? C6 hdi ha hoi, “Sao 6ng lai n6i vay, Charles?””
Trong 6ng ta ¢ vé ngac nhién. “Viba dy vo i, tt nhién rdi. Me ¢6 chua bao gio im ai ton throng ca. C6 biét thé ma.”

%

A”

Dance quay trd lai “Cénh nha ctia cac quy ¢6”, ti phong lam viéc c6 ban dong nghiép, dac vu Connie Ramirez. Nguoi phy nit gbc La Tinh thip nguoi,
201 cam véi méi téc den nhanh ludn duoc cham séc ti mi ding kiéu cach bang keo xit, Ia dac vu cham chit nhét dén ngoai hinh tai Tong hanh dinh khu
vire va ciing B mot trong nhitng nhan vién ndi bat nhét trong toan CBI. C6 bén muroi tudi da dugce dé bat vao nhirng vi tri quan ly tai tru so CBI &
Sacramento, va ca FBI cling mdi ¢d, song cude song gia dinh Connie von gin lién v6i nhitg canh dng trong rau diép va atisd clia ving nay tir lau do,
khong gi c6 thé khién ¢ 10i xa ngudn coi. Ban kim viéc ciia Connie hoan toan tirong phan véi goc ban ciia Dance - gon ghg, ngin nép. Nhitng cau trich
dan dong khung duge treo trén cac birc tuong, song nhitng birc anh 1on nhat i hinh chup céc con ¢ - ba cu trai khoe manh - ciing nhu Ramirez va
chong co.

“Chao, Connie.”

“Me em thé nao r61?”



“Chi biét ddy.”

“Chuyén nay tht 16 bich,” nit dic vu n6i voi mdt chit khiu 4m ddy nhac diéu.

“Thire ra chinh vi chuyén d6 ma em dén déy. Can chi giip mt viéc. Mot viée rat quan trong”

“Bét cir diéu gi chi c6 thé lam, em biét nma.”

“Em dang nho Sheedy giip.”

“A, tay chuyén gia ha com.”

“Em can tim hiéu ngay mot s6 chi tiét. Em da hoi Henry vé danh sach ngudi vao thim & bénh vién hom Juan chét nhung 6ng dy ngdm tam.”
“Céi gi? Henry ma thé sao? Em 4 ban ong ta co ma.”

“Harper 1am ong 4y phét hoang”

Ramirez git dAu ra vé hiéu chuyén. “Em mudn chi thir?”

“Néu chi ¢ thé.”

“Tat nhién i, chi s& toi d6 ngay khi hoan tit xong budi thim vén nhén chimg nay.”

Dance g5 Ién tap ho so cia mdt vu ma tiy I6n ¢d dang phu trach diéu tra. “Chi i ngudi ban tot nhit.”

C6 gi gbc La Tinh trd nén nghiém chinh. “Chi biét ban thén s& cam thiy thé ndo néu chuyén nay xay ra véi me minh. Chi s& t6i d6 va cét ¢ Harper.”

Dance kh& mim cuoi trude 10 tuyén bb ctia ngudi phu nit nhé nhén. Trong lic quay lai phong im viéc ctia minh, dién thoai Dance d6 chudng. C6 nhin
vao dong chit “Van phong S& canh sat” trén danh tinh cudc goi, hy vong d6 1a O’Neil.

Nhung khdng phai anh.
“Pac vu Dance,” nguoi thanh tra xung tén. “To6i cAn cho cd biét. Bén Tuln canh Xa 16 California vira goi toi. Toi cd mdt tin Xau.”
Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong dugce tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.

Chuwong 18

James Chilton tam cho phép minh c6 mdt quing thoi gian ngoi tay tranh xa sur nghiép i b tham nhiing va dbi bai khoi thé gioi.

Ong chu Ban tin Chilton dang gitp mdt ngudi ban chuyén nha.

Sau khi nhan dugc cudc dién thoai tir MCSO, Kathryn Dance da goi téi tu gia cho Chilton,rdé 11 dwoc Patrizia chi duong dén ngoi nlk"lrkiéu trang trai
California son mau be khiém ton ndy, toa lac & ngoai 6 Monterey. Dance do lai gan mot chiéc xe tai 16n ctia U-Haul[ 1], thio tai nghe chiéc IPod ra r6i
roi khoi xe.

[1. M6t hang cho thué phurong tién chuyén chd va kho bai cd tru s¢ & Phoenix, Arizonz, M¥.]

Chilton méic quin jean, 40 phong va do khodc ni, dang danh vat véi mot chiéc ghé banh to twéng dé bé né Ién cac bac cau thang rdi vao trong ngdi nha.
Mot nguoi dan Ong voi mi toc cat ngfin, mic quin sodc va 4o kiéu dau thi polo dang bé mot chdng hop va budc di ngay sau lung ong ta. Mot tim bién
bao ciia Realtor[2] cdm ngoai san trrde quay chéo di voi dong chit thong béo “DA BAN”.

[2. Tén day du Ia National Association of Realtors (NAR), hiép hdi thurong mai Ion nhét va ciing a mot trong nhitng t chirc van dong hanh lang c6
quyén luc nhat Bac My.]

Chilton quay ra tir ctra chinh, budc theo hai bac ga?ip m}éng con dudng rai sOi, hai bén I nhing tang dé va chu cdy nho vién doc 161 di. Ong budc t6i
cho Dance, dua tay Ien lau tran. Vinguoi dang dammd hoi va dinh day bui bamnén Chilton chi gat dau thay cho cai bat tay. “Pat da goi cho toi. C6
muon gap t6i ding khong, dac vy Dance? Lan nay lai 1a vé cac dia chi Internet sao?”

“Khong Ching toi da nhan duoc ching rdi. Camon 6ng. Lan nay | mot viée khac.”


http://ebookfull.net

Nguoi dan ong con lai dén bén ho, chidm chii nhin Dance v6i anh it vui vé va to mo.
Chilton gi¢i thiéu hai ngudi véi nhau. Ong ta 1 Donald Hawken.

Cai tén nghe thit quen. Roi Dance nhé ra: Ong nayy da xuat hién trén blog ciia Chilton trong chit dé Trén san nha, ¢ phan c4 nhan, ¢6 tin | viy. Khong
phai [a mit trong nhiing bai viét gdy nhi€u tranh cai. Hawken dang tir San Diego chuyén vé song & Monterey.

“Cé vé hom nay I ngdy ctia nhimg cudc di chuyén,” c6 noi.
Chilton giéi thich, “Pc vu Dance dang diéu tra vu 4n lién quan t6i cac bai ding trén Ban tin.”

Hawken, mot ngudi ram néing khoe khodn, cau tran day thong cam. “Va theo t6i duoc biét lai ¢ thém mdt ¢d gai nita bi tin cong. Ching t6i dang nghe
tin tirc.”

Dance van kin tiéng nhu thuong & vé khia canh tiét 1o thong tin, thdm chi ca véi cac dbi tuong ¢6 lién quan. Co vao théng vn d&, “Toi mubn ong tam
thoi dong cura Ban tin lai.”

“Caig?”
“Cho t6i khi ching t6i bt dwoc cau ta.”

Chilton bét cudi. “Thét 16 bich.”

“Ong da doc cac bai binh uan chura?”

“D6 14 blog cuia toi. TAt nhién t6i da doc qua ching”

“Nhitng bai viét dugc ding lén dang tré nén tham chi con hén hoc hon. Dimg cung cép cho Travis thém muc tiéu nita.”
“Nhét dinh khong duoc. Toi s& khong dé minh bi bit miéng,”

“Nhung Travis iy tén c4c nan nhén tir blog. Cau ta doc bai viét ctia ho, truy tim ndi so hai, diém dé b ton thurong nhét cta nhitng ngudi d6. Lin md ra
noi ho sinh sng.”

“Ngudi ta khong nén viét vé ban than minh trén nhimg trang danh cho cong dong trén Internet. Téi timg danh riéng ca mot bai dai ndi vé van dé nay roi”

“C6 thé ding I thé, song syr thit 13 ho vin d va dang lam thé,” Dance ¢6 kiém sodt tim trang tuyét vong ctia minh. “Lam on hiy hop tac cing ching
téi.”

“To1 da hop tac vdi cac vi 1oL, D6 13 mirc xa nhit ti s&n long thure hién.”

“Liéu tam dimg blog ciia 6ng trong vai ngiy c6 thé gy ton hai gl dwoc cha?”

“Va néu sau vai ngdy d6 cac vi van chira timra Travis?”

“Cho 16 hoat dong trd lai nhur ci.”

“Hodc ¢ s& quay lai ddy va n6i hdly chés thém vai ngiy nira, 1o sau do lai thém vai ngay nita.”

“ft nhat hay thoi khong cho binh uan vao chit d& do nira. Cau ta s& khong c6 thém cai tén ndo dé nhém t6i niva. Pidu ndy s& gitip cong viée ctia ching toi
duoc dé dang hon.”

“Trén 4p ching bao gity dan tdi thir i t6t dep,” Chilton Am bam, chiim chii nhin thing vao mét ¢6. Ké rao giang dao Iy da quay tro lai.

Kathryn Dance wiit bo chién thuat ve van céi toi ctia Chilton nhur Jon Boling goi y. Co phinnd gin giong, “Ong dang trung ra nhimg cau khéu hiéu phd
trurong niic dich. “Ty do’. “Sy that’. “Tran 4p’. Travis dang tim c4ch giét nguoi. Lay Chiia, hdly nhin théing vao su that nhu n6 vén c6. Vit hét miy thir
chinh tri chét tiét ay di.”

Chilton binh than tra 101, “Cong viéc cua t6i la duy tri mdt dién dan mo cho cong chiing bay 6 quan diém D6 i ndi dung Tu chinh 4n s6 Mt[3]... Toi
blet, ¢ sap stra nhic nho t6i ring co ciing timg 1 phdng vién va san sang hop tac néu canh sat can tro giip. Nhung 6 thiy ddy, do 1a sy khac biét. Co
gin véi loi ich ctia ké giu ¢6, vai cac nha quang co, véi i tién ma bat cir vi inh dao ndo ctia ¢d dang nhim dén. Con t6i khong 1é thude vao ai ca.”

[3. Tu chinh 4n béo vé quyén Tu do t6n gido, twr do ngdn ludn, tur do béo chi, tir do hop hodi, va kién nghi ]
“Khong phai t6i dang yéu cau 6ng thoi khong dura tin v& céc ti 4c niva. Hay viét ra nhitng gi im trai tim 6ng hai long. C6 diéu dimg cho phép thém bat

ct binh luan ndo nita. Vi dii sao ciing ching ai cung cp dugc thém chit thue t& ndo. Nhitng ké ndy chi dang viét nhitng gi ho thich. Va mbt nira trong s0
d6 chi don thuan I sai sw tht rinh ranh. Chiing toan 1 nhitng tin don, nhitng suy doan, nhitng 15i huénh hoang rdng tuéch.”



“Va nhing suy nghi ctia ho khong hop phép ching?”’ ong ta hoi, nhung khong hé tirc gian.
Trén thure té, duong nhur cude tranh ludn dang lam 6ng ta thich thi.

“Quan diém cta ho khong dang tinh dén chang? Chi nhitng ngudi biét viét lach hru loat va 6 gido duc, hay nhing nhan vat 6n hoa moi dugc phép binh
Juén thoi phai khong? O, vay thi, chdo mirng c6 dén voi thé gidi moi ctia nghé béo, diic vu Dance. Su trao dbi tur do cac y tuong. Co thiy déy, n6 khong
con lién quan t&1 nhimg t& bao lon cta ¢, t6i nhitng Bill O"Reilly[4] hay Keith Olbermann[5] cua ¢6 nita. N6 noi vé cong ching, Khéng, t6i s& khong
tam dirng hoat dong ctia blog va ciing khong khoa bit cir chii dé ndo lai het, ong ta liéc mit vé phia Hawken, nguoi dang danh vat dé bé mot chiéc ghé
banh nira ra tir sau xe tai. Chilton noi v6i Dance, “Bay gio, mong ¢ thir 161,

[4. Phong vién, nha bao cua tap chi FoxNews. ]
[5. Phong vién, nha béo ca truyén hinh MSNBC — Kénh vé tinh cung cap tin tirc chinh tri.]

Ong ta budc vé phia xe tai v6i bo dang, theo két luén ciia co, trong g10ng nhur mdt nguoi tir vi dao trén dudng dén phap truong, sau khi vira tho ra
nhitng 101 huénh hoang rdng tuéch v& mot sy nghiép ni ong ta, dau chang con ai khac, nhiét thanh tin twong,

*

Gidng nhirg ngudi khac song tai khu vire Ban dao Monterey - nghia 1 tat ca ai khc trén séu tudi va c6 kha nang tiép can voi cac phurong tién truyén
thong - Lyndon Strickland biét rat rd vé vy Cay thap tu ven duong.

Va ciing giéng nhur rét nhiéu ngudi doc Ban tin Chilton, ong ta thiy phan nd.

Nggbi luat s bén muroi mbt t1161 chui ra khéi xe va khoa Cl;l’a lai. Ong chuén bi thue hién cit tap chay héng ngay vao budi trura doc theo mdt con duc‘gng
¢ gin Seventeen Mile Drive, tuyen dudng dep d€ xuyén sudt tir Pacific Grove t6i Carmel, di ngang qua khu nha ctia cac ngdi sao dién anh va giam doc
dicu hanh cac cong ty, cling nhu sén golf Pebble Beach.

Ong nghe théy nhirng tiéng dong phat ra tir qué trinh thi cong tuyén xa 16 m6i chay vé phia dong t6i Salinas va khu vy céc trang trai Tuyén duong duoc
xdy dung rat nhanh. Strickland dai dién cho vai chii nha c6 tai san bi giai toa. Ong da chong lai chinh quyén tiéu bang bao gdm Cong ty Avery
Construction khong 10, cing ca doi quan chuyén gia tu phap dao to bua Ion cta ho. Va ching my ngac nhién, vi ludt sur don doc da thua kién, chi méi
tudn trude. Song thim phan van bao lru vin d& phé hity nha céc than chi ciia 6ng lai chd ngy phén quyét ctia phién xir khang cdo. Tay lut su dimg
d4u bao chita cho bén bi, t6i tir San Francisco, d3 tai mt.

Lyndon Strickland, vé phan minh, da phan khich dén ngét ngay.
Man suong mi dang t6i gan, thoi tiét se lanh, chi c6 minh 6ng trén con duong, va bt dau chay bo.

Phén nd. Strickland c¢6 doc qua nhitng gi nguoi ta dang n6i trén blog cua James Chilton. Travis Bnglnm 13 mdt cu nhoc tAm thén ton th nhimg ke sat

nhén tai Columbine va Pai hoc Bach khoa Virginia, timg quay 10i cac cd gal vao ban dem, timg ¢6 lAn suyt lam chinh Sammy, em trai cau ta, chet ngat

va khién ciu bé nay bi cham phat trién, cting chinh cdu thiéu nién d6 da cb y lai xe lao xuong vach niii vai tuln trude trong mot nghi 18 tur sat - glet ngudi
Ky quéi, im hai c6 gai bi chét.

Thé quai ndo At ca moi nguoi lai khong dé ¥ thiy nhimg du hiéu nguy hiém dirt khoat phai boc 16 ra noi cau ta chr? BS me cdu ta, thdy cd gido... Ban
be.

Hinh anh chiéc mét na trén mang sang hom dé van lm ong cam thiy ring minh son gai b¢. Mot con 6n lanh chay khéip ngudi dng, khong khi lanh 8o 4m
thap ciing chi [a mt phan nguyén nhan.

K¢ Sat Nhan Mt Na...

Va by gio cu ta dang tir do ngoai kia, 4n ndp trén nhitng ngon ddi ctia hat Monterey, 1in hrot tin cong timg ngurodi mot trong vo s6 ké da dang bai viét
tiéu cuc vé cu ta.

Strickland thurong xuyén doc Ban tin Chilton. N6 duoc dua vao duong dan RSS ciia 6ng, ¢ ngay gin trén ciing. Ong khong nhét tri véi tac gia trong mdt
s6 vin @&, song ong chi blog lubn t6 ra chirng mue va lubn dua ra nhiing Iy 1& vimg chiic, ¢6 hoc thirc dé bién minh cho quan diém ctia minh. Chéng
han, cho dii Chilton thing thimg phén dbi phé thai bang bai binh lun chi trich tay muc su Fisk lp di, nguoi da kéu goi giét chét cac bac si 1 thure hién viée
ndy. Thi Strickland, ngudi thirdng xuyén dai dién cho Hoi Lam Cha Me Cé Ké Hoach va cac t6 chire ting ho sinh san ¢6 Iwa chon khac, van rat an
tuong véi bai binh ludn hai hoa cta Chilton.

Hay nhu chuyén Chilton phén doi ké hoach xdy dyng nha méy khir main nue bién, giong voi Strickland, timg gp e6 mdt khach hing tiém nang moi -
modt nhdém hoat ddng vi mbi trudong mudn thué 6ng ddm don kién doi cham dirt viée thue hién ké hoach d9. Strickland vira mdi dang binh luéin ting hd chi
nhan Ban tin Chilton.

Luc nay, Strickland dang chay vé phia ngon doi 1”]}16, chinh la doan kho nhiin nhét trong cit chay ctia 6ng. Tir d6 trd 1én, con dudng chi toan chay xudi
xuong d6i. VA mo hdi, nghe timdép... va cam thay sy ho héi do bai tap dem lai.



Khi 6ng tién bude, ¢6 mdt vt chot lot vao mit dng. Mot domdo Ioe kén canh con dudng va hang loat chuyén dong nhon nhdo gan sat méit dat. Cai gi
the nhi? Ong ty hoi. Ong vong lai, dirng dong ho bam gidly ctia minh rdi tir ton bude qua cac tang da t6i cho da nhin thdy dom miu do tham, ndi bat trén
nén dat cat xen k& nhitng thin cay mau ndu va xanh lyc moc hra thura.

Tim 6ng tiép tuc dap thinh thich trong 1dng ngure, bay g0 14 vi so chir khong phai do dbc sirc. Ong lap tirc nghii ngay dén Travis Brigham Nhung ciu ta
chi nhim t6i nhitng ké da cong kich minh trén mang. Ong chéing hé viét gi lién quan ca... Tht nhe nhom.

Déu vy, liic ng an theo 16i mon t6i chd cac chuyén dong va nhitng chim do, Strickland vén Ry dién thoai di dong ra khoi tdi, sdn sang bam 911 néu c6
bat ctir moi de doa nao.

Vi luat su nheo mit nhin xubng trong lic lai gin khoang trong. Ong da trong thiy cai gi vay?

“Me kiép,” 6ng Jam bam, ctmg do nhur bi dong bang

Trén it dat ]a nhitng miéng thit &t gitra vo s6 canh hoa hdng dwoc ric ra rai rac. Ba con chim to xdu xi - kén kén, 6ng doan viy - dang héi ha xé
toang cic mleng thit mot céch day doi khat. Ngay canh d6 1a mdt khiic xwong do dm mau. Vai con qua dang than trong mon men lai gin, chdp iy mot
miéng roi hdi ha it Iui.

Strickland nheo m¥it, nhd ngudi ra trude khi ong nhan thdy mot vat khac ndm chinh giita khung canh hén loan.

Khong!... Mét cay thap tu da duoc vach xuéng nén dat cat.

Ong hiéu ngay Travis Brigham dang ¢ dau d6 quanh ddy. Tim dap loan nhip, 6ng d4o it quan sat cac bui cdy, gdc cdy va u dat. Cau ta cd thé an nip &
bt ctr chd ndo. Va dot nhién viéc Lyndon Strickland chura bao gioy binh luin bat cir diéu gi vé cu ta chang con dem dén chit khac biét ndo nita.

Va khi hinh anh chiéc mit na quz}i g6 duoc dé lai nhur mt biéu tuong cho cude tAn cong hién Ién rd mOn mot noi tim tr, Strickland quay nguoi, bét dau
bo chay trd lai con duong dng van thuong tap luyén.

Ong moi chi chay duroc ba muoi mét trude khi nghe thiy tiéng ai d6 lao ra khoi cac bui cdy va bét diu tién that nhanh vé phia minh.
Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong dugce tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.
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Jon Boling ngdi trong phong lam viée cua Dance, trén chiéc ghé dai lin vong xudng. Hai 6 ong tay 40 chiéc so' mi miu xanh sim ké soc dugc xin cao lén.
Gido su ¢ hai dién thoai dong thoi hoat dong trong lic nhin chim chiim vao nhimg td gidy voindi dung duoc inra tir blog cua Chilton. Anh dang 0 lue
tim kiém dia chi thue t& tir nhimg dit liéu Internet duoc cong ty dich vu may chi cung cép.

Anh kep mdt chiéc dién thoai Samsung giita tai va vai, vira ghi thong tin vira goi Ion, “Tim thém duoc mdt dia chi nita. SexyGurl 1 Kimberly Rankin, s6
128 Forest, Pacific Grove.”

Dance ghi lai céc thong tin roi goi dién t6i canh bao cho ¢4 bé - ciing nhur bb me ¢6 - vé mdi nguy hiém va thing thimg yéu cdu ¢b bé ngimg ngay ding
bai Ién Bén tin, ca cac ban ¢6 cling nén lam the.

Cachnay thi sao day, Chilton?

Boling chim chit nhom vao man hinh méy tinh phia trirde mit. Dance nhin sang va nhan ra anh dang cau ny.

“C6 chuyén gi vay?”’ ¢ hoi.

“Céc binh luan tra 161 dAu tién trén chii && Cay thip tur ven duong hiu hét B ctia nhiing ngudi & dia phurong, ban hoc va cu dén quanh khu vire Bén déo
Monterey. Con bay gio dan tinh tir khap noi trong nu6c, quy tha ma bat, ttr khap noi trén the giéi, dang do x0 vao. Bon ho thyc sy dang v6 vap cau ta,
va ca Tuan canh Xa 1§ hay bén canh sat vi khong tien hanh diu tra sau vu tai nan. Bon ho cling dang béi moc ca CBI nita.”

“Chiing t61?”

“Phai. C6 ngudi ndi mdt dic vu CBI t6i nha thAm vén Travis nhung lai khong bét gitt cau ta.”

“Lam thé ndo bon ho biét Michael va t6i da & d6?”

Anh chi tay v& phia may tinh. “Béan chét ctia con quai vét i thé. Thong tin lan rong, C6 nhirg ngudi & Warsaw, Buenos Aires, New Zealand.”


http://ebookfull.net

Dance quay lai vdi bao cao diéu tra hién trurong vé cay thap tur moi nhét tlmthéy bén mdt con du’éfng’véng vé nam & khu vire thra thét dan cu ¢ phia
bac Monterey. Khong c6 nhén chimg, Va khong c6 nhiéu thir duoc tim thay tai ddy, ngoai trir dau vet cing loai voi nhitng gi duge tim thay tai hién
trudng nhimg lan trude, cho thay moi lién hé cta Travis voi hanh vi t0i 4c. Nhung ¢6 mt khim phé c6 xem chimg s& hivu ich. Mau dat ¢6 lan mot it cat
khong thé tim thay & khu vire gan quanh cdy thap tu. Tuy vay, khong thé lan nguroc nguon goc thir cat nay téi mit dia diém cuy the.

Trong ltic ngdi soat lai nhitng chi tiét, co khong khoi bin khoan suy nghi, ai s& 1 nan nhan tiép theo ciia trd doa dam nay?

Liéu Travis da tiép can ngudi d6 chura?

Va lﬁp ndy cdu ta s& str dung cach thire khing khiép nao dé hit doa va giét nan nhan déy? Duong nhur c4u ta wa thich tao ra nhig cai chét tir tir, nhur
thé dé bu lai ca qua trinh lau dai bi hanh ha ma ciu ta da phai trai qua duéi tay nhitng ké bat nat trén mang,

Boling néi, “Toi ¢d thém mdt cai tén nita.” Anh doc to Ién cho Dance. Co héiha ghi lai.

“Camon,” c6 mim cudi noi.

“C6 ng toi mdt phit hiéu Junior G-Man[6] d4y.”

[6. Mt phong trio hoat ddng xa hoi cho thiéu nién phat trién manh vao nhirg nam 1930 va 1940, do Melvin Purvis, mdt cuu dic vu FBI khoi xudng |

Trong khi Boling gat d?u} va cli nguoi vé phia nhing ghi chi cia minh thém Jan nita, anh khé ndi thém vai tir. C6 thé chi do ¢6 tuwong tugng ra, nhung
may 101 niy nghe nhur the anh bat dau néi, “Hodc mdt bita to1”, nhung nhanh chong nuot lai trurdie khi ching kip thoat ra khdi miéng,

Do tri twong turong ma thoi, ¢d két ludn. Va quay lai véi dién thoai ctia minh.

Boling ngdi xudng. V& danh tinh, d6 14 tat ca cho t6i lic nay. Nhitng ngudi déing bai con lai khong séng trong khu vire, hogic ¢6 dia chi khong thé ln ra

duoc. Nhung néu ching ta khong thé tim duoc ho, Travis ciing khong thé.
Anh vuron vai va nga ngudi ra sau.
“Khong gidng mit ngity im viée binh thurong tai trudng ctia ong, phai khong no?” Dance hoi.

“Chinh xac thi khéng,” anh ném vé phia ¢6 mot c4i nhin bon cot. “Day ¢6 phai i mdt ngity dic trung trong thé giéi ciia hre hrong thue thi ludt phép
khong?”

“Um, khong, khong phai.”

“Téi doan d6 Ia tin tot.”

Pién thoai ctia Dance rung lén. C6 nhin thiy s6 may 16 n6i b ctia CBIL

“TJ.”

Nhur d3 tirg xay ra hon mdt lan vio thoi gian gan ddy, thai do bang vai phai lira diic trung clia dc vu tré hoan toan ving bong, “Sép da biét chwa?”

*

Tim Dance thoang dép ron én gidly lat khi ¢6 théy Michael O"Neil tai hién trudng,
“Chao,” ¢b ndi, “Téi ctr nghil minh mét anh rdi co.”

Nguoi thanh tra thoang siing sd trurde cau chao hoi. Sau d6 anh tra o1, “Pang xoay x6 ca hai vu. Nhung mdt hién trurong vu n,” anh bt ham vé phia
mot dai bang phong toa ctia canh sat dang lat phat, “ludn la wu tién.”

“Camon.”

Jon Boling t6i canh ho. Dance da dé nghi anh di cimg. C6 nghi anh c6 thé gitp ich theo nhiéu céch. Goi ra céc y tudng chiing han, vi ¢6 tin Michael
O’Neil han s& vang mit.

“Chuyén gi da xay ra vay?” co hdi anh.

“Pé lai m6t chit dan canh dé lam nan nhan chét khiép,” anh dua miét nhin 1én phia trén con duong mon, “sau do truy dudi theo 6ng ta xubng dudi ndy.
Va ban nan nhan.” Dance cam thdy O’Neil dang dinh cung cap thém chi tiét nhung r6i dirng lai, ¢6 1€ vi sy c6 miit ctia Boling,

‘O dau?”



O’Neil chi tay. Khong nhin thdy duoc thi thé tir chd ho dimg,

“T61 s& chi cho ¢ quan canh hiéq truong bgn d?lu,” anh dan c6 va Bohng doc theo con duong chay b. Sau khi di lén suﬁm mot qua ddi thép‘ chirng hai
trdm met, ba nguoi bat gap mot 10i mon ngan dan téi mot khoang trong. Ho chui qua dai bang phong téa miu vang va thiy nhimg canh hoa hong rai trén
it dét cing mot cdy thip tir duoc vach xuong nén cat. Xung quanh c6 nhirmg manh thit virt virong vai va ca vet mau. Mot khiic xuwong. C6 veét mong
chan trén nén dat, duong nhu 1a cua kén kén va qua.

ONeil ni, “La xuong thit dong vt, bén Kiém tra Hién trurong n6i vdy. Nhiu khé nang 1 b, mua tir cira hang. Toi phong doan réng nan nhan dang
chay theo con duong ngoai kia, nhin thiy canh trong nay va sau do & vao xem Ong ta phat hoang va bo chay. Travis bat kip ong ta ¢ quang nira
duong xudng doi.”

“Tén nan nhén Ia gi?”’

“Lyndon Strickland. Ong ta I luat su. Song ngay gin day.”

Dance nheo mit. “Doi da. Strickland? T6i nghi ng ta d ding gi d6 Ién blog.”

Boling mo ba 16 lAy ra chimg mot ta gidy to, ban in ndi dung tir cc trang blog, “Biing thé. Nhung khong phai trong Nhitng Cay thap tw ven dudng, Ong
ta viet mot bai tra 101 vé du 4n nha may khir man nurde bien. Ong ta ting hd Chilton.”

Anh dua c6 to gidy:

Tra 101 Chilton, do Lyndon Strickland dang,
Phai ndi ring 6ng da gip t6i mo mit trrde van dé nay. Toi khong hé biét ¢6 nguoi dang muru toan thire hién trd nguy hiém d6. Toi da xem lai hd so dé

xuat tai Phong Ké hoach ctia hat, va dit la mot ludt su quen thude voi cac van dé moi truong thi ddy clng la m0t trong nhitng md hd so mo hd khé hiéu
nhét t6i timg doc qua. Toi nghi chiing ta can nhiéu chimg ctr minh bach hon nita dé ¢6 thé tranh luin mot céch ¢ ¥ nghia vé van dé nay.

Dance thic miic, “Lam thé ndo Travis biét duoc ong ta & dy? Noi ndy rit ving vé.”

Boling n6i, “Pay 1a nhing tuyén duong dé chay bg. Toi ca a Strickland da dang bai trén mdt dién dan hay blog dé cap dén viéc ong hay tap chay &
day.”

Ching ta dé 16 ra qua nhiéu théng tin vé ban than trén mang. Qua qua nhiéu.

O’Neil bay to nghi van, “Tai sao ciu nhoc lai giét ong ta?”

Boling dudng nhur dang can nhéc diéu gi d6.

“Cé gi vay, Jon?”, Dance hoi.

“Chi Ia mt suy nghii thdi, nhung c6 nhd 1a Travis tham gia nhitng tro choi dién ttr d6 chir?”

Dance giai thich v6i O"Neil vé trd choi nhép vai truc tuyén ¢6 hrong thanh vién rit Ion ma Travis tham gia.

Vi gido sur tiép tuc, “Mot diic trung ctia trd choi a sy trudng thanh. Nhén vat ciia ban s& phat trién va I6n Ién, nhitng cude chinh phuc ngdy cang mo
rong. Ban can phai lamthe, ndu khong s&€ khong thé thanh cong duge. Theo phrong thire ¢o dién d6, t61 nghi Travis rat cé the da mé 1ong muyc tiéu. Dau
tién, d6 a nhimg ngudi tryc tiép cong kich cdu ta. Con béy gio, cdu ta thém vao ca mot ngudi timg ung ho Chilton, cho di 6ng nay chang lién quan gi toi
chii dé Nhitng Cay thap tu ven duong,”

Boling ciii xudng, nhin nhitng méu thit v ddu chan chim trén cét.

“BiéudQ lam lrong ddi twong c6 thé tr6 thanh nan nhin ting vot theo ham sb mil. Nghiia 14 s& ¢6 thém hang chuc nguoi nita dang gip nguy hiém Iic ndy.
Toi s€ bat dau kiém tra dia chi IP cta tat ca nhiing ai timg dang gi d6 c6 vé tng ho Chilton du chi thoang qua.”

Thém mot tin khong phan khoi chit nio.

“Bay gioy chiing t6i s& kiém tra thi thé, Jon,” Dance néi. “Anh nén quay lai xe di.”

“Han | vay 10i,” Boling trong c6 vé nhe nhdm khi khong phai tham gia vio phan nay ctia cudc diéu tra.

Dance va O’Neil di bd qua cac dun cat tdi noi thi thé duoc tim théiy. “Vu didu tra khing b tién trién thé nao rdi? Vu 4n Container éy?”

O’Neil mét moi bat cuoi. “Tiép tuc duge tién hanh. Voi sw gdp mit ciia An ninh Noi dia, i FBI, Hai quan, mdt viing ldy. Cau do 1 gi nhi, viron lén



cang cao ap hrc cang 1on phai khong? Doi khi t6i mubn quay lai ngdi vao mdt chiée xe tuan canh di chia bién lai phat.”

“Nguoi ta goi d6 | ‘mirc do bét tai’. Va khong, anh cam ghét phai quay lai voi chiée xe tudn canh.”

“Ding viy,” anh ngimg 16i. “Me ¢6 thé ndo rdi?”

Lai I cau hoi d6. Dance dinh dua ra mdt khuon mit rang rd nhu met trdi mia ha, nhung rdi nhé ra ¢6 dang n6i chuyén voi ai. C6 ha giong. “Michael, ba
khong hé goi cho t01. Khi ngudi ta tim thiy Pfister va cay thap tur thir hai, t6i m6i roi khoi toa an. Tham chi t6i con chang kip n6i gl voi ba. Me t6i bi ton
thuong, Toi biét thé.”

“C6 da tim cho ba mdt luat sur - modt trong nhitng nguoi gidi nhit & khu vire Ban dao Monterey. Va ong Ay da gitp me ¢6 dugc tha, phai khong nao?”
“Phai.”

“C6 da mmoi thir ¢6 thé. Pimg lo Eing vé& chuyén do. Chéc ba dang lanh xa ¢6. Vi loi ich ctia cude diéu tra nay.”

“Co thé.”

Anh nhin c6 i bat cuoi. “Nhung ¢6 dau 6 tin 1 thé. C6 dang bi thuyét phuc ring ba gidn ¢6. Réng ba nghi ¢6 bo roi ba.”

Dance nh t¢i khi minh con nho, vao mdt vai dip d6i dau trye dién hay trong tu twong, ngudi phu nir kién cuong 4y lai trd nén lanh king xa cach. Khi dy
bo Dance thinh thoang thurong bong dua goi ba 1a “thuong st

“Cac ba me va nhing c6 con gai,” O’Neil tu Ir thanh tiéng, nhur thé biét chinh xéc ¢ dang nghi gi.
Khi hai nguroi toi cho thi thé, Dance gat dau véi nhitg nhan vién tir vin phong didu tra céc trrdng hop tir vong bt thuong, ho dang dé mot c4i ti dung
xac mau xanh lyc xuong bén canh nan nhan. Nguoi chyp anh hién trudng vira moi xong viée. Strickland ném sap, mic bo dd tap chay lic nay da siing
méu. Ong ta bi bin tir déng sau. Mot phét vao krng, mot phat vao dau.

“Va con ¢o cai I]fi;y nira,” mjt trong cac nhan vién phap y vén chiéc 40 ni lén, dé 160 mdt hinh v& ‘du(jc xam vao lung nan nhan: Nét phéc thao tl16 kéch
mot khudn mat, rat cé thé Ia chiéc mit na. Qetzal, con quy trong trd choi DimensionQuest. Nhicu kha ning O’Neil khong mudn nhac t6i chi tiet ndy
trude mit Boling,
Dance [ic du. “Xam sau khi nan nhan chét phai khong?”

“Dling thé.”

“C6 nhan chirng nao khong?”

“Khong,” mt nhan vién MCSO ndi. “Cé cong trudng thi cong xa 16 cach ddy nira dim Ho nghe thiy tiéng sting nd va goi dién béo. Khong ai trong
thiy gi.”

Mot nhan vién doi Piéu tra Hién trurong goi lai, “Khong tim thiy bang chimg vat chat dang ké nao, thua chanh thanh tra.”
O’Neil git dAu va ciing Dance quay trd ra chd xe ciia ho.

Dance dé y thziy Boling dang dimg canh chiéc Audi ctia anh, siét chat hai ban tay phia trudc va hai vai dudng nhur hoi nhd Ién. Nhitng dau hiéu 16 rang
cua sy cang thang. Nhitng canh an mang ludn gy cho ban phan g do.

C6 noi, “Camon anh vi da toi ddy, Jon. Dicu d6 cao hon va vurgt qua doi hoi ctia nghia vu. Nhung ¢6 dugce suy nghi ctia anh Ja rat hiru ich.”

“Tt nhién rdi,” nghe nhur anh dang c6 t6 ra cimg coi. C6 tham hoi da bao gidr anh dén hién trudng mot vu an chura.

bién thoai ctia ¢o d6 chudng, Dance trong thy tén va s6 dién thoai cta Charles Overby trén muc danh tinh ngudi goi. L trude ¢ da goi cho ong ta
thong bao vé vu an mang nay. Gio day, nir dac vu s€ phai bao cho sép ctia minh la nan nhan khong hé cong kich ai trén mang, mot nan nhan vo i thyrc
sur dirng bén ngoai. Picu nay s€ lam ca khu vie trd nén hoang loan hon nita.

“Charles.”

“Kathryn, c6 dang & hién truong vy méi nhat phai khong?”

“Piing thé. C6 vé nhur...”

“Cb c6 bt duge thiang nhoc khong?”

“Khong, Nhung,..”

“Puge 10, chi tiét dé sau. C6 chuyén vira xay ra. C6 hdy quay vé ddy cang sém cang tot.”



Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Puong duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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"Viy ra ddy I c6 Kathryn Dance,” mjt ban tay to lon hong hio ném tron Ry tay cd, giir chét Ay n6 cho dén khi hoan thanh thi tuc x3 giao, rdi sau d6
budng ra.

Thét la, ¢6 thim ghi nhan. Ong ta khong nhin manh nhiéu vao mao tir nhu trong doi. Khong phai 1 ¢6 Kathryn Dance. Ma giéng nhu: Vay ra ddy a nir
dac vu do.

Hay, day 14 cai ghé.

Nhung Dance bd qua bleu hiénky la d6 vi phén tich ngon ngir co thé Iic nay khong phai la uru tién: Nguoi dan 6ng trude miit ¢ khong phai déi tuong
tinh nghi, ma trén thue 6 lai ¢6 quan hé V61 sép cao cap nhét ctia CBI. Trong bé ngoai ciia Hamilton Royce - mdt ngudi dan 6ng ngoai nim mroi tLlO],
dang lam viéc tai van phong Chudng ly tiéu bang & Sacramento - nhur mdt hdu vé ctia doi bong trudng dai hoc bude vao chinh tri hay kinh doanh. Ongta
tr¢ lai chiéc ghé ctia minh trong phong lam viée ctia Overby, Dance cling ngdi xuong, Royce gidi thich 6ng ta [a mdt thanh tra.

Dance liéc nhin Overby. Ong ta bdi rdi ghé niit vé phia Royce, 6 thé vie dé hodc td md hay ca hai, ching cung cap thém bat cir diéu gi khac cho phép
lam 15 hon ban mo ta cong viéc hay nhiém vu ctia vi khach.

Dance van con buc vé sur bat can, néu khong mudn ndi I bat krong ciia sép minh khi tiép tay cho Robert Harper vung trom Iuc soét kho huu trit hd so
ctia CBIL.

Viba dy vo t0i, tht nhién roi. Me c6 chura bao gioy im ai bi ton thuong, C6 biét ma. ..
Dance tap trung su chil y vao Royce.
“O Sacramento, ching t6i d4 dugc nghe nhiéu diéu rat ot vé ¢o. Toi hiéu chuyén mdn ctia c6 i ngdn ngit co thé.”

Nguoi dan dng vai rong, véi mai toc den chai ngurge ra sau, dang méic mot bd vest bong murgt, c6 mau xanh bién twa miu 4o hai quan, va do d6 goi cho
nguoi ta nghi t6i mdt bo dong phuc.

“T6i chi 3 mdt nhan vién diu tra. Toi ¢ xu hudng sir dung viée phén tich ngdn ngit co thé nhidu hon phén 16n nguoi khéc.”

“A, ¢b Ay da tra 10 rdi, Charles, boc 16 minh that nhanh chéng, Ong da ni c6 4y s& imvay.”

Dance no mot ny cuoi thn trong, tur hoi chinh xac thi Overby da néi gi va ong ta da than trong dén mirc nao trong viéc dua ra hay gitr lai 161 khen danh
cho mot thu(f)c‘cép. Dau hiéu ctia cac cude phc";ng van céng viéc ’V";l thing cap, tat nhién roi. Khuon niit s€p cia c6 van khdng d€ 16 gi. Cude song doi lic
tré nén naing n€ bi€t chirng nao khi ban cam thay khong chac chan.

Royce tiép tuc vui vé n6i, “Vay ¢d c6 thé quan sat t6i va n6i cho toi biét t6i dang nghi gi. Chi tir cach t6i khoanh tay, viéc t6i nhin vao dau, c6 do mat hay
khong, Hay tim t6i nhiing bi mat ctia to1.”

“Chuyén do lai phirc tap hon mot chit,” c6 vui vé noi.
“A‘”

Trén thuc té, co 515 di dén mot ban tom luge so bd vé tinh cach. Ong ta Ia mdt ngudi suy nghi, cam nhin hudng ngoai. Va nhiéu kha nang c6 mot tinh
cach néi doi “Kieu Machiavelli dién hinh”. Va do d6 Dance tré nén canh giac.

“Puge 16, thire sw ching toi da nghe duoc nhitng diéu tot dep vé ¢d. Vu diéu tra hdi dau thang, véi ké dién khing d6 tai khu Ban ddo Monterey & dy
phai khong ndo? D6 1a mdt vu khé khan. Song 6 van tém dugc han.”

“Chiing t6i dd gip vai tinh ¢ may mén khi pha an.”
“Khong, khong,” Overby hdi ha xen vao, “khong hé c6 tinh c& hay may mén. C6 4y da thing trong cude dau tri voi hén.”
Va Dance nhan ra khi n6i t6i “may niin”, ¢6 da goi y t6i mdt sy phé phén nhédm vao chinh minh, véin phong CBI & Monterey va Overby.

“Chinh xac thi 6ng dang lam gi, Hamilton?”
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Cb s& khong ding dén cach xung ho khiang dinh rd dia vi “Ngai Hamilton”, khong phai trong mot tinh huéng nhur lic nay.

“O, mdt anh chang da néng. Mot nguoi chuyén’ khéic phuc rac 161 Néu 6 réc r01 lién quan t6i cac co quan cong quyen ctia tiéu bang, vin phong thng
dbc, nghi vién, hay thm chi toa an, t6i s& dé mit xem xét, viét mdt ban bao céo,” mdt nu cudi xuat hign. “Rét nhiéu béo cao. Toi hy vong ching durgc
doc. Ta ching bao gits biét duoc.”

Dudng nhur cAu néi ndy khong phai dé tra 10i cAu hdi ctia c6. Dance nhin dong hd, mot cir chi Royce trong thiy nhung Overby thi khong, Brng nhur co
du kién,

“Hamilton c6 miit & ddy vi vu Chiton,” Overby n6i, sau d6 nhin ngwoi dan dng tir Sacramento t6i dé xem liéu 6 phéi moi thir vén 6n hay khong, rdi
quay tro lai Dance. “Hay bao cdo tinh hinh cho chiing t6i,” 6ng ta n6i nhu mt thuyén trudng.

“Tét nhién rdi, Charles,” Dance than trong tra 11, dé y ca giong diéu sép minh Jn diéu 6ng ndi “trudng hop ctia Chilton”. C6 ¢t twong ho s& d& cap dén
wu Cay thap tu ven duong, Hay vu Travis Brigham. Gio ddy ¢6 dd mo ho hi€u ra tai sao Royce c6 miit & day.

Dance thudt lai vu sat hai Lyndon Strickland - cach thirc thire hién vu an va su hién dién ctia nan nhan trén blog ctia Chilton.

Royce cau miy. “Vay ki cau ta dd mo rong dbi tuong muc tiéu?”

“Phai, chiing t61 nghi vay.”

“C6 bang chimg khong?”

“Tat nhién, c6 vai bang chimg, Nhung khong c6 gicu thé dan toi noi 4n néu ctia Travis. . Chiing t0i dang c¢6 mdt lyc luong nghiép vu hén hop tir Tuin
canh Xa 16 va S¢ Canh sat hat tién hanh truy King thii pham,” nir déc vu lac dAu. “Ho Van chua c6 nhiéu tién trién. Thix pham khong l4i xe ma di xe dap,
va cau ta luén khép kin,” ¢6 nhin sang Royce. “Chuyén gia tu van ctia ching t6i nghii ring cau ta da sir dung nhing k§ niing ddo tau hoc duoc trong cac
tro choi tryc tuyén dé tranh khoi truy bat.”

“Aivay?”

“Jon Boling, mdt gido sur tir Pai hoc California - Santa Cruz. Anh 4y da rét c6 ich.”

“Va anh ta tinh nguyén gitip d&, khong tinh phi ching t61,” Overby chen vao thét tron tru, nhur thé timg tir du duoc tra dau.

“Con vé céi blog ndy,” Royce chdm ri néi. “Chinh xc thi né ¢ lién quan nhu thé nio?”

Dance gii thich, “Mot s bai viét da lam cau thiéu nién ndi khimg, Cau 4y bi cong kich trén mang.”

“Vay 1 cau ta cin tra.”

“Ching t6i dang lam tat ca nhiing gi c6 thé dé timra Travis,” Overby noi. “Cu ta khong thé & d4u xa duge. Khu vire nay B mdt ban dao nho.”

Royce khong boc 16 gi nhidu. Song Dance ¢6 thé thay tir d6i mit ddy tap trung clia Ong ta, 1 rang vi khéch khong chi dang tim hiéu vé tish hinh ciia
Travis Brigham ma con gon gang nhét né vao nmuc dich chinh cua 6ng ta khi hién dién tai day.

Piéu cubi ciing 6ng ta ciing nhic toi.

tré vi thanh nién, my tlnh, cac mang xa hoi. By gio ]al fhém ca viikhi nita. Khong thé khong khién nguo‘l ta lién tudng t6i Pai h()C Bich Khoa Virginia
va Columbine. C6 vé nhu dam thanh nién & Colorado do la than twong clia cau ta.”

“Tin don. T6i khong biét chuyén dé dung hay sai. N6 dwoc mot nguoi, c6 thé quen biét Travis ma ciing c6 thé khong, diang kén blog”

Tir cai nhudng may va doi moi co lai cua 6ng ta, Dance nhdn ra vira vo tinh gitip Royce mit tay. Voi nhiing ngudi nhu Hamilton Royce, ban khong bao
gio co the biet chac li¢u moi thir dang dién ra thang than, hay ban luén phai dé chimg,

“Céi blog ndy... Toi da trao ddi voi Chuong Iy tiéu bang vé n6. Ching toi lo réing chirmg nio moi ngudi con déing bai trén o, chuyén ndy s& gidng nhu 6
thém dau vao hira. C6 hi€u y t61 mudn noi gi chir? Gidng nhur mot tran 1o tuyet vay. Puoc roi, hly pha tron hai cach vi von cua 61, nhung ¢6 hiéu y t6i roi
day. bicu chiing t6i dang nghi Ia: Li€u tot hon blog ndy c¢é nén tam ngirg hoat dong khong?”’

“Thire ra t6i da dé nghi Chilton am thé.”

“0, thit viy sao?” Overby hoi. “Va ong ta da noi gi?”

“Dirt khoat tir chdi. Ty do bao chi”

Royce mia mai, “Chi Ia mdt blog théi ma. Pau phai Chronicle hay Wall Street Journal.”



“Ong chii Ban tin khong cam thiy thé,” Dance hoi, “C6 ai tai Vin phong Chuéng Iy tiéu bang lién lac,véi ong ta chua?”

“Chua. Néu yéu ciu tir Sacramento t6i, chiig t6i lo ngai Chilton s& viét gi d6 vé chii dé ndy. Va viéc d6 s lan tran trén bdo chi va truyén hinh. Trén 4p.
Kiém duyét. Nhimg du uan ki€u d6 rat co6 the s€ dén tai thong doc hay vai nghi si. Khong, ching t6i khong thé lam vay.”

“Thé déy, Ong ta da tir chi,” Dance nhéc lai

“Toi chi dang ban khoan,” Royce chim rai bat dau, anh mit ong ta chéim chi soi moi Dance, “%iéu ¢6 da tim ra diéu gi d6 ¢6 lién quan t6i ong ta, mdt thir
gitp thuyet phuc 6ng ta hay chua?”

“Cay giy va ci ca r6t[7]?” ¢b nhanh chong hoi lai.

[7. Mt loai chinh sach ngoai giao trong quan h¢ qudc té, thudng durge ding béi cac nurde Ion manh nhim thay doi hanh vi ctia céc née nho hon. “Cay
2ay” tuong trung cho sy de doa trirng phat, “cti ca rot” tuwong trung cho quyén loi hay phan thudng, |

Royce khong nén duoc cuoi. Nhiing nguoi hiéu biét nhanh nhay khién 6ng ta 4n trong, “Chilton 6 vé khong phai loai ngudi wa ca rdt, theo nhimg gi co
vira ké véi toi.”

Nghiia i chuyén mua chudc s& khong an thua. Diéu Dance biét chéic i ding sau khi da thir qua. Nhung Chilton ciing chéing phai loai d& doa. Trén thuc
t€, ong ta duong nhur thude dang ngurdi hirng thi voi chiing hon. Mot bai viet s€ xuat hién ngay trén blog cua Ong ta, thudt lai bat cir de doa nao duoc
tung ra.

Bén canh do, dii ¢6 khong wa Chilton va cho ring ong ta 1 ké kiéu ngao luén tur cho minh 1a dung, thi viée sir dung diéu c6 biét duoc tir mdt cude didu
tra dé ap ché nguoi khac phéi im Fing cling khong hay ho gi. Trong moi trrdng hop, Dance cling ¢6 thé thanh that tra 104, “Toi ching tim thdy gi hét. Ban
than James Chilton a4 mdt phan rat nh6 trong vu 4n. Thém chi ong ta con ching viét gi lién quan toi Travis, va da x6a tén cdu ta di. Muc dich ctia chi dé
Nhitng Cay thap tir ven duong 1 chi trich canh sat va s& giao thong. Chinh nhimg ngudi doc sau d6 da bit dau cong kich cau ta.”

“Vay la khong c6 gi pham phap, khong c6 gi ching ta ¢6 thé st dung.”

Str dung, Mot Iyra chon dong tir that ky la.

< K}lé ng 2

“Cha, tiéc that,” Royce c6 vé thuc sy thit vong, Overby ciing nhan thdy diéu ndy va ban than 6ng ta trong ciiing day thit vong,

Overby n6i, “Hay tiép tuc chil y ti viéc nay, Kathryn.”

Giong Dance day ngao ngan. “Chung t6i dang doc hét sirc dé timra ké tinh nghi, Charles.”

“Tét nhién. Chéc vy roi. Nhung theo khia canh tong thé vu 4n. ..” Phin cudi cdu n6i ctia ong ta chim nghim

“Thi sa0?” Dance séc giong hoi. Con gin vé& chuyén Robert Harper lai ndi Ién.

Cén than déy, ¢0 tur can dan ban than.

Overby mim cudi theo mot cach chi dem dén chit am huong nhat nhoa. “Theo khia canh tong thé ctia vu 4n, s& hiru ich cho tat ca moi ngudi néu ¢ thé
thuyét phuc duoc Chilton ngirng blog ctia 6ng ta lai. Hitu ich cho chiing ta va ca Sacramento nita. Chua ndi tdi viée giit an toan tinh mang cho nhitng
nguoi dang bai.”

“Chinh xac,” Royce néi. “Ching t6i lo ngai s&€ ¢6 thém nan nhan.”

Tét nl‘ﬁén Chuong Iy tiéu bang va Royce phai lo Eing vé chuyén d6. Nhung bon ho ciing dang o t6i viéc bao chi chi trich tiéu bang vi da khong lam moi
thir can thiet d€ ngn chan ké sat nhan.

Pé két thic cude gip va quay lai lam viée, Dance chi don thudn tan thanh. “Néu t6i thdy thir gi ng c6 thé str dung, Charles, t6i s& béo cho 6ng biét.”
Royce chop mét. Overby hoan toan khong nhén ra ctr chi ddy mia mai iy va mim cudi. “Tét.”

Diing liic dién thoai ctia ¢6 rung Ién voi mdt tin nhin vira téi. Dance xem nan hinh, khé kéu Ién va dira mit nhin Overby.

Royce héi, “Cé chuyén gi vay?”

Dance ndi, “James Chilton vira bi tin cong. Toi phai di ddy.”

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong dugce tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 21

Dance hbi ha budc vao khu vure nhan bénh nhan cép ctru tai bénh vién vinh Monterey.

C6 bt gap TJ dimg giita tién sanh, bo dang hét sirc bdi rdi. “Sép,” anh ta vira néi vira ning nhoc thd hét ra, nhe nhdm khi thiy 6.

“Ong 4y thé nao?”

“S& 6n ca thoi”

“C6 bt dugc Travis khong?”

“Khong phai cau ta gdy ra vunay,” TJ néi.

Vao ding lic Ay, hai cénh cira phong cip ciru bt mo va James Chilton, ma bang b6, bude nhanh ra. “Han tan cong t6i!” Chilton chi tay v phia mjt
ngurdi dan ong méc vest ¢6 khudn mat hong hao, than hinh vam v6. Ong ta dang ngdi canh ctra s6. Dimg canh ngudi dan ong 1 mot nhan vién canh sat
hat d6 con. Khong béan tam chao dén, Chilton chi vao ngudi dan dng no va gat Ién voi Dance, “Bat han di.”

Trong lic d6, ngudi dan ong kia bat ddy. “Han. Toi mudn héin phéi vao tul”

Vién canh sat JAm bam, “Qng Brubaker, limon ngdi xubng.” Anh ta n6i dit nghiém khic dé nguoi dan 6ng do du, némmdt cai nhin de doa vé phia
Chilton 161 ngdi phich xudng cai ghé lam bang soi thiy tinh.

Anh ta bud t6i canh Dance, thujt lai cho c6 hay nhirng gi da xay ra. Nira giv trude, Armold Brubaker dang c6 mit & dia diém dy kién xdy dung nha
may khir man nuée bién cing mjt nhom khao sat. Ong ta bat gip Chilton dang chyp anh cac loai dong vat sinh song tai d6. Brubaker tim cach giat may
anh ctia Chilton va hat ong ta ngd xuong dat. Cac thanh vién nhom khdo sat da goi canh sat.

Vét thuong, theo Dance danh gia, c6 vé khong méy nghiém trong,

Song Chilton ¢ vé nhur dang Ién con. “Ga d6 dang hity hoai ban dao Monterey. Han dang hity hoai tai nguyén thién nhién ctia chiing ta. Hé dong vat va
thye vat ctia chiing ta. Chura ké téi pha hoai mdt khu nghia dia ctia ngwoi Ohlone.”

Céc thd dan Ohlone 14 nhitng cur dn dAu tién tai khu vire ndy ctia California.

“Ching t6i khong hé dinh xdy cit gi & gan khu dét ciia bo lac d6 ca!” Brubaker hét Ién. “D6 1a mdt tin ddn. Va hoan toan khong dung!”
“Nhung mit d6 giao thong ra vao khu vye sg...”

“Va chiing t6i dang chi ra hang triéu dé di doi cac quan thé dong vat ciing nhur...”

“Ca hai nguoi,” Dance quat €n, “Im ling,”

Tuy vay, Chilton tiép tuc lao theo quan tinh ctia 6ng ta. “Hin con dap vo may anh ciia toi nita. Gidng nhu bon Quic i véy.”

Brubaker dap lai bang mdt ny cudi lanh ling, “Jarmes, i tin ong B ngudi da vi pham phép ludt trurde khi b tinh xam pham vao Fnh dia tur. Chéing phai
bon Quoc xA ciing lam thé sao?”

“T6i c6 quyén dura tin vé viéc hily hoai nguon tai nguyén ctia ching ta.”
“Vatoi..”
“Puge 16i,” Dance gin giong, “Thoi ngay!”

Ca hai cing im king trong khi ¢6 duoc cap nhat nhitng chi tiét ciia cac hanh dong pham phép khéc nhau tir vién canh sat. Cudi ciing, ¢6 tdi canh Chilton.
“Ong xam pham vao Ianh dia tur. D6 1a hanh vi pham phap.”

“Toi..”

“Im king. Con 6ng, 6ng Brubaker, da tin cong 6ng Chilton, mdt hinh vi trai phap lut trir khi 6ng & trong tinh trang ¢6 nguy co bi nguy hiém tir mot ké
xamnhdp. Giai phap 14 phai goi canh sat.”

Brubaker ttrc muén bdc hoa, nhung ng ta van gat dau. C6 1§ do buc bdi vi tat ca nhitng gi da lm chi a thui vao mé Chilton. Miéng bang trén miit c6 vé
qua nho.



“Tinh trang hién tai 1 ca hai vi déu c6 nhitng hanh vi pham phap nho. Néu cac vi mudn thura kién, t6i & ra Iénh bat. Nhung s& 1a ca hai ngudi. Mot vi
xamnhdp bat hop phap, mét vi tan cong hanh hung ngudi khac. The nao?”

D6 mit tia tai, Brubaker bt d4u phan nan, “Nhung ong ta...”

“Céc vi tra 10 thé n30?” Dance hoi vdi vé binh than déng e ngai khién ng ta im bat ngay lap tirc.

Chilton cau ¢6 gat dau. “Pugc thoi.”

Cubi ciing, voi vé that vong 1o mon mdt trén khuon mat, Brubaker JAm bam véi Dance, “Bugc. Nhit trf thoi. Nhung the that khong cong bang! Lam viée
ca bay ngiy mot tuan subt nim vira qua, ¢d gang dé gitp loai trir han han. Cudc song ctia t6i 1 thé ddy. Con ong ta, ngdi i trong phong lam viée va chi
trich t6i, trong khi ching them nhin vao thue t&. Moi nguoi doc nhitng gi 6ng ta viét trén blog va nghi ching ding sy that. Lam cach nao i c6 thé ddi
pho véi chuyén d6 duge? Viet mot blog cho chinh minh u? Ai c6 thoi gian chit?”” Brubaker budng mdt tiéng thd dai roi quay ra phia ctra chinh.

Sau khi 6ng ta di khoi, Chilton n6i voi Dance, “Hin xdy nha méy d6 khong phai xuit phat tir mdt trai tim nhén 4i. Vu lim in d6 cho phép kiém bon tién,
va d6 1a moi ban tam duy nhat ctia han. To6i d& nghién ctru k¥ ledng vé cau chuyén ndy.”

Ong ta im bt khi Dance quay sang nhin minh, va nhn ra vé niit t6i sam ctia ¢6. “James, chéc ong van chua biét tin. Lyndon Strickland vira b Travis
Brigham sat hai.”

Chilton sting nguoi trong gidy lt. “Lyndon Strickland, ngwdi uat su ha? C6 chéc chi?”

“Toie la vay.”

Doi mit chii blog dang nhin quanh san nha khu cép cir, dugc It gach men mau xanh luc va tréng, lau chiii sach bong nhung da b mai mon sau bao ném
du6i nhitng ban chén luén hdi ha. “Nhung Lyndon dang bai vé mdi de doa cia nha méy khir mén nurde b1en, khong phai vé Nhiing cay thap tw ven
duong, Khong, Travis khong thé c6 gi bat binh v6i ong dy. Phai i mot ngudi khac. Lyndon da Jam rét nhidu nguoi kho chiu. Ong dy B mdt uat su
chuyén dai dién cho bén nguyén don va uon tham gia vao nhig vu viéc gay nhidu tranh cai.”

“Bang chirng khong cho phép con chut nghi vin ndo nira. Chinh 1 Travis.”

“Nhung tai sa0?”

“Chung t6i nghii vi éng Ay dang bai ting hd 6ng. Viée & mot chit d& khac khong con quan trong nita. Chiing t6i nghi Travis dang m6 rong muc tiéu.”
Chilton d6n nhén tin niy v6i vé im king niing né, sau d6 hoi, “Chi vi ong dy da ding bai dong y véi toi vé chuyén gi d6?”

Cb gat dau. “Va viéc do dan toi t6i mot kha ning ma t6i van o ing tir trude. C6 thé Travis dang rinh rap 6ng.”

“Nhung cdu ta ¢6 1y do gi dé nhim vao t6i? T6i ching n6i i ndo vé cu ta ca.”

Dance ndi tiép. “Cau ta da nhdm vao ngudi timg tng hd 6ng. Va Iy do ctia viée mo rong dién tin cong d6 1 cu ta cam gidn ca ong nita.”

“Co thuc sy nghi vay sao?”

“T6i nghi chiing t6i khong thé cho phép minh bo qua khé ning do.”

“Nhung gia dinh toi...”

“T6i da ra énh cho mdt xe cong vu truc bén ngoai nha 6ng, Mot nhan vién tir S& Canh sat hat.”

“Camon ¢d... camon. Toi s& goi dién béo Pat va i tré can than dé y t6i moi thir bat thurong.”

“Ong khong sao chtr?” c6 hat ham vé phia miéng bang bo.

‘Chalagica”

“Ong can dura vé nha khong?”

“Pat sap t6i don toi.”

Dance dwa mit nhin ra ngoai. “A, vi Chiia, hdly dé Brubaker yén.”

Doi mit Chilton nheo lai. “Nhung ¢6 ¢6 biét nhitng héu qua ké hoach d6 s& gy ra...” Ong ta im bt va gio' hai tay Ién ra déu chiu thua. “Puroc o, duoc
1oi. Toi s€ tranh xa dat cta 6ng ta.”

“Camon.”



Dance budc ra ngoai va mo dién thoai. N6 d6 chuéng ba muroi gidy sau d6. Michael O’Neil. C6 thiy phan chén khi nhin s6 ctia anh hién Ién.
“Chao.”

“T6i vira nghe bao cao. V& Chilton. Ong ta bj tAn cong ha?”

“Ong ta khong sao,” ¢6 thuét lai nhitng gi d xay ra.

“Xamnhap bat hop phap. Hop voi 6ng ta ddy. Toi da goi vé van phong S&. Ho dang tap hop béo céo diéu tra hién truong tir chd Strickland bi ban. Toi
da giuc ho lam nhanh. Nhung khong tim duoc gi hitu ich ca.”

“Camon,” Dance ha giong xudng, va tur thiy thii vi vi diéu do, rdi ké cho O’Neil cude gip ky cuc voi Hamilton Royee.
“Tuyét. Cang lim dau bép cang hong stp.”

“To6i dang mubn quflng hét bon ho vao ndi stp,” Dance thi thAm “Va bat ltra that to.”

“Tay Royce ndy mudn déng cira blog?”

“Phai. Toi doan 14 lo Fing vé quan hé voi cong ching,”

O’Neil n6i, “Toi gan nhu thy 4i ngai cho Chilton.”

“Thir danh muoi phit voi ong ta xem, anh s& cam thay khéc lién.” O’Neil tic rdi. “Kiéu gi toi ciing dang dinh goi cho anh, Michael. T6i nay toi d4 bao
bo me 61 t6i cling an t61. Me t6i can duge dong vién. Toi rat vui néu anh ¢6 theé dén,” c6 néi thém “Anh cling Anne va cac chau.”

Mot thoang im ling. *“Toi s& cb. Toi thye s dang ngdp dAu trong vu Container ndy. Con Anne da di San Francisco. Mot phong trung bay sép t6 chirc
budi trién |Am nhitng birc anh chyp gan day cua c6 ay.”

“Thét thé sa0? An twong qua.”

Dance nhé lai cugc noéi chuyén g:hiéu hom truée vé chuyén di sip dién ra ciia Anne O’Neil liic hai ngirdi dinh cting &n sang sau cube gip voi Emie
Seybold. Dance c6 vai quan diém khac nhau vé ngudi phu nit ndy, trong d6 tich cuc nhat 1a vé tai nang ctia c6 ay voi tu cach nhiep anh gia.

Hai nguroi ngit lién lac, Dance tiép tuc di t6i chd chiéc xe ctia ¢o, vira di vira y tai nghe iPod ra. C6 can mdt chit &m nhac. C6 hrét qua danh sach bai
hét, co gang can nhac giita nhac La Tinh hay Celtic thi dién thoai di dong ctia ¢6 lai rung, Nguroi goi 1a Jonathan Boling,

“Chao,” c6 noi.
“Chilton bj tAn c6ng, chuyén ndy dang lim x6n xao ca CBI & ddy. Viée gi xay ra vay? Ong ta khong sao chir?”

Nir dac vu thu;_i} lai cho anh c4c tinh tiét. Jon léiy lam nhe nhdm khi khong ¢ ai bi thuong tich nghiém trong, song tir giong ndi, ¢d ¢ thé doén chéc anh
¢6 tin gi d6 mudn bao.

C6 lién im king, va Boling hoi, “Kathryn, ¢6 dang & gan van phong chir?”

“T6i khong dinh quay lai d6. Toi s& di d6n cac con va quay vé am viée tai nha,” co khong ndi voi anh chuyén muén tranh mit Hamilton Royce va
Overby. “Sao vay?”

“C6 may viée. Toi co danh sach nhimg ngudi da dang bai ting ho Chilton. Tin tdt, t6i doan thé, 1 khong c6 nhiéu nguoi m. Chuyén nay ciing dién hinh
thoi. Trén cac blog ludn c6 nhieu ngurdi phan doi hon ting hd.”

“Hay guri email danh sach d6 cho t6i, va t6i s&€ goi dién thoai cho ho tir nha minh. Con gi khong?”
“Trong khoang mdt gio nita ching ta s& xam nhdp dugc vao may tinh ctia Travis.”

“That sao? O, thé thi hay qué,” Tiffany hay Bambi[ 1] ¢6 vé | mdt hacker rat cir.

[1. Dance 4m chi mbi quan hé ciia Boling v6i cac sinh vién.]

“T6i s& sao O cimg clia cdu ta sang mdt § dia riéng. Toi nghif ¢6 s& mudn xem qua.”

“Tét nhién rdi.”” Dance chot nay ra mdt y nghi. “Anh c6 ké hoach ndo tdi nay chua?”

“Chura, t61 da tam hoan nhiing ké hoach dao chich ctia rinh lai trong lic gip cac vi.”

“Vay hily mang méy tinh t6i nha t6i. T6i c6 moi bd me va méiy ngudi ban t6i in t6i.”



“A duoc, tat nhién rdi.”

C0 cho anh dia chi va hen thoi gian.

Hai nguréi nging lién lac.

Liic Dance dimg canh xe ctia minh trong bai d3 ctia bénh vién, c6 trong thy vai diéu dudng vién va y ta di im vé. Ho chiim chi nhin c6.

Dance quen biét mot it trong s6 ho va mim cudi. Mot hai nguoi git dau chio lai, song véi thai do ho hitng, néu khong n6i 14 lanh king. TAt nhién roi, co
thAm nhén ra, ho hin dang nghi: Minh dang nhin con gai mt ngudi phu nit ¢6 the da giet nguoi

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong dugce tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.
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"Con s& mang dd,” Maggie tuyén bé trong khi chiéc Pathfinder ctia Dance dimg banh trudc cira nha.
Cb bé gan day da Qﬁt dau suy nghi mot cach doc lp. C6 bé §ﬁm lzfly tdi Ion nhét trong bon cai. Sau khi Dance qua nha Martine don hai d{ra tré, ho da
ghé vao Safeway d€ thire hién mdt chién dich mua sam cap toc. Néu tat ca nhitng ngudi ¢d moi déu c6 mat thi bira t6i s€ c6 hon mudi nguoi thamdu,

trong d6 gdm ca nhitng c6 cu thicu nién véi surc an dang né.

Nghiéng ngudi sang bén dudi strc ndng ctia hai céi ti cam trén clng mdt tay - mdt hanh dong thé hién diing kiéu 6ng anh - Wes hoi me cau, “Khi nio ba
déna?”

“Lét nira, me hy vong Ia thé... Ciing ¢6 kha ning ba khong dén duoc.”

“Khong, ba da ndi s& dén.”

Dance mim cuoi bdi r6i. “Con da néi chuyén véi ba?”

“Vang, ba goi dién dén trai cho con.”

“Ca cho connita,” Maggie chen vao.

Vay i me ¢6 da goi dién cho cac chéu dé trin an ching ring ba vin 6n. Nhung khudn it Dance chot d6 bimg. Sao me khong goi dién cho c6?

“A, tht tuyét vi ba c6 thé dén duoc.”

Ho mang céc tii dd vao trong nha.

Dance di vao phong ngui ctia ¢d, cé Patsy di theo thap ting,

C5 liéc mit vé phia hop dung sting c6 khoa. Travis dang mo rong dién déi tuongﬂtén cong cta cu ta. Cau thiéu nién con biét c6 12 mot trong nhing
nhAn vién canh sat truy ling minh. Va c6 cting khong quén cay thip tur - rat c6 the la mot 1oi de doa - 0 san sau nha 61 hom trude. Dance quyet dinh gt
vii khi bén minh. C6 Iudn rét kho tinh vé chuyén dé vii khi trong nha €6 tré con, nén d€ n6 vao mot chice hop rdi khoa lai trong vai phut d€ di tim. Dance
hoi ha cdi do ra thét nhanh va bude vao dudi dong nude nong, ¢d gang mot cach vo vong dé gt rira di nhiing du vi con lai ctia ngay hdm nay.

Dance mic quan jean cting mt chiéc 40 so'mi qué ¢, khong cho vao trong quan dé che Iip khiu sting deo 4p sau kg, Cam gidc d6 khong méy thoai
mai, song lai dem tdi cam giac yén tam. Sau d6 ¢ hoi ha vao bép.

C6 cho Iii chd dn va dan xép 6n thoa mot cude xung dot nho gitra hai dira tré, Nic d6 dang chanh choe nhau vé viée thue hién nhing viéc vat chuén bi
cho bita toi. Dance c6 ging kién nhan vi ¢ biét cic con minh da bi chan dong dén mirc ndo vi bién c6 xdy ra & bénh vién hom qua. Viéc clia Maggie 1
b6 cée thir mua vé tir trong tli dung ra, trong khi Wes thu don nha ctra chuan bi don khach. Dance ti€p tuc phai kinh ngac trude viée mdt ngdi nha cd
thé trd nén chat chdi dén mirc ndo, thdm chi du chi c6 ba nguoi song tai day.

Lic ndy, nhu van thudng xuyén kim, Dance ki nhé vé quaing thoi gian khi ngdi nha van con bon thanh vién, rdi dura mit nhin lén birc dnh cudi cia co. Bill
Swenson, voi mai tdc sdm nga xam, xwong xuong cung nu cuoi thoai mai, dang nhin thang vao ong kinh may anh trong khi quang mjt canh tay 6m lay
cO.

Sau do, ¢d vao phong riéng, bat may tinh 1én va giri mail cho Overby vé vu tan cong Chilton va cude ddi dau véi Brubaker.

C6 khong c¢6 tam trang dé néi chuyén voi ong ta.


http://ebookfull.net

Tiép theo, Dance md mail ctia Jon Boling v6i tén nhitng ngurdi timg ding bai tng hd Chilton trong nhiing thang vira qua.
Muoi bdy cai tén.
C6 thé con t& hon thé nhiéy, c6 thim doan.

Nir déc vu danh ra mot gio tlep theo dé tim s dién thoai nhitng nguoi song trong vong ban kinh mot trdm dém 1o goidién dé canh bao rat co thé ho
dang gip nguy hiém C6 c6 ging lam diu nhitng 1i chi trich, mot s kha gay git, vé& chuyén CBI va canh sat khong thé ngin chin dwoc Travis Brigham

Dance dang nhap vao ndi dung hom dé ctia Ban tin Chilton.
Http//www.thechiltonreport.com/html/june2 7. html

Cb Iudt qua tht ca cac chi dé, nhan théy héu nhur toan bd déu 6 binh uan méi. Nhimng nguoi cubi cing dang bai kén cac cha dé néi v& mye su Fisk va
duyr an khir ngin nude bién déu to ra rét nghiém tiic trong phat ngdn cta ho, véi giong diéu ngay mdt gay git vi gian dir. Nhung khong bai nao trong sb
nhimg bai ndy c6 thé so sanh durgc véi vo van 1o binh luan hén hoc trong chi & Nhitng Cay thap tur ven dudng, phin 16n déu chia con byc boi khong
chiit kiém ché vao nhau, ciing nhur vao Travis.

Mot s6 101 binh luéin durge viét véi 101 1 thit ky cuc, mdt s6 dudng nhur dé tha mdi moi thong tin, s6 khac ¢6 vé 1 nhing 161 hiim doa thing thimg, Dance
¢6 cam gidc trong d6 4n chira nhitng manh mbi vé noi Travis dang 4n nau, tham chi c nhimg méanh vun thue t ¢6 thé cho biét tiép theo cdu ta sap sira
tan cong ai. Liéu ¢ phai Travis chinh la mdt trong nhimg ngu6i déng bai, ndu minh dudi mot biét danh gia hay véi vai trd “nguoi dang a 4n danh™? C6 doc
can than nhitng bai viét qua lai va di dén két luén, trong d6 c6 thé chira cac manh mdi, song cau tra 101 da lin tranh co. Kathryn Dance, rét thoai méi
trong viéc phén tich 1vi n6i, da khong thé di toi két luan vimg chéic nio khi doc nhing cau ho hét va thi thAm cAm king dén chén chuong,

Cudi cling, ¢6 danh daing xut.

Thémmot email t6i tir Michael O’Neil. Ngudi thanh tra dem C}én cho ¢4 tin déng Nthéit vong gﬁmg phién toa diép trdn d& nghi mién truy t6 trong vu J -Doe
da bi hoan lai t6i thir Sau. Cong t0 vien Emie Seybold cam thiy viéc thdm phén san long chap nhan dé nghi day i phién toa do bén bi dua ra la mt dau
hiéu xau. C6 nhin mat trude tin méi ny, va lky lam that vong vi O’Neil khong he goi dé bao tin cho ¢ qua dién thoai va ciing chang da dong g tdi viée
li€u ban than va bon tré cd t6i duge vao toi nay khong,

Dance bét diu chuan bj cho bia ti. C6 khong khéo 1éo Fim trong viéc bép niic, va ki ngwoi dau tién thira nhn diéu d6. Nhung ¢6 biét siéu thi ndo ¢
gian hang thye phAm nau san ngon nhat, do d6 bira &n 161 s€ dau vao day.

Trong khi léqg nghe am t})anh khe kh& cua mbt trd choi dién ttr vang Ién tir ph(‘)pg Wes cting tiéng dan organ dién tir cua Maggie, Dance chot nhan ra ¢
dang nhin cham cham xuong san sau, nhé lai hinh dnh khuon mét cia me c6 chi€u hom qua, khi con gai ba bd roi ba dé t6i cho cay thip tu ven duong
thir hai.

Me con s& hiéu.

Khong, me s€ khong...

Ci xubng nhitng chiéc hop dung thit trc, ddu xanh, sa It Caesar{ 1], c4 hdi va khoai tay nuréng hai an, Dance chot nhé lai mot dip ching ba tudn trudc,
khi me c6 ding trong chinh can bép nay thuit lai tinh hinh ctia Juan Millar tai khoa Diéu tri tich cure. Edie thé hién rd sy dong cam voi ndi dau dén ctia
ngudi bénh trong lic k€ voi con gai nhitng 161 anh ta da thi tham vai ba.

[1. Mot loai sa 14t duoc am tir rau diép i dai, banh mi nuréng, tron ciing pho mét parmesan, nurée chanh, dau 6 lu, trimg, mrde sét ca 1én men
Worchester, toi va hat ti€u den, dugc dat theo Caesar Cerdini, nguroi dugc coi la da tao ra mon ndy. ]

Giét toi di...

Tiéng chudng cira vang 1én kéo c6 ra khoi y nghi bat an do.

Dance doan ra ngudi dén 1 ai - phan 1on ban beé va ngudi nha chi leo 1én ciu thang déing sau va di vao bép ma khong hé bim chudng hay gd cira. C6 ra
mo va thiy Jon Boling dang dimg trén ngudng ctra. Anh né ny cudi thoai méi gio day da tr& nén quen thude trong lic dang danh vt voi mjt i dd nho
va mt cai cap I6n dung may tinh x4ch tay. Anh da thay mdt chiéc quan jean den va 4o so mi ké soc simmau ¢b cimg,

“Chao.”

Vi khéch gat dau i di theo ¢6 vao bép.

Hai con cho nhay Ién. Boling quy xubng 6m ly chiing trong khi ching niu iy anh tir hai bén.

12>

“Puogc 161, cac anh ban, ra ngoai!
sau.

Dance ra Iénh. C6 némméy chiéc banh Milk Bone[2] ra ngoai cira sau, Iii ché hdi h lao theo cAu thang xudng san

[2. Loai banh quy danh cho cho c¢é hinh khiic xuong, |



Boling drng Ién, lau nhig vét liém khoi mit va bat cudi. Anh tho tay vao tii dung do. “Toi quyét dinh mang dwong t6i im qua.”
“Brong?”

“Hai phién ban: Mot duoc 16n men,” anh iy ra mot chai vang tring Caymus Conundrum

“Tuyét qua.”

“Va mot da duoc mréng,” mot ti banh gion xuat hién. “Toi van nhé c6 nhin ching thé ndo & phong m viée khi b tro Iy ctia ¢6 ¢b ging lim toi phat
phi.”

“Anh phét hién ra u?” Dance bt cudi. “Anh c6 thé trd thanh mdt chuyén gia danh gid ngdn ngit co thé tot ddy. Ching t6i can can thin hon.”
Po6i mét vi khach dang rat phan khich, c6 thiy & diéu d6. “C6 mot thir cho ¢6 xem ddy. Chiing ta ¢6 thé ngdi xubng chd ndo d6 duoc khong?”

C6 dan anh vao phong khéch, tai day Boling iy ra mdt chiéc may tinh xéch tay nira, rit to, mot dong may ¢6 khong nhan ra. “Irv da lam duoc viée nay,”
anh noi.

“Trving Wepler, nguoi tro thii ti da ké véi cd. Mot trong nhitng nghién ctru sinh clia t61.”

Viy 1 khong phai Bambi hay Tiff

“Tét ca moi thir trong may tinh ctia Travis hién dang & ddy.”

Boling bét d4u gd ban phim. Trong tich tic, man hinh vut sang lén. Dance khong hé biét may tinh ¢6 thé dap tmg nhanh dén vay.
Tir phong bén, Maggie g5 mdt ndt nhac chdi tai trén phim dan.

“Xin 161, Dance nhiin myit.

“P6 thing,” Boling ndi, khong roi mit khoi man hinh.

Dance liy im ngac nhién. “Anh choi nhac sa0?”

“Khong, khong. Nhung t6i co thé nhAn ra chinh xéc cac ndt. Chi ki do may mén. Va toi ching biét im gi voi nd nira. T6i ching c6 chit ning khiéu ndo
v6i damnhac ca. Khong giong c6.”

“Tdiu?” ¢d chua hé ké cho anh biét s¢ thich ctia minh.

Boling nhin vai. “T6i nghi tim hiéu vé c6 mdt chit ciing khong phai 1 y tudng toi. Toi khong trong doi viée ¢b duoc Google nhic dén véi tur cach ngudi
suru tam ca khiic nhiéu hon I cém... O, i ¢6 thé goi l cém duoc khong?”

“Cho dén i, vé mit chinh tri, do van khong phai 1 tir khong diing dén,” Dance tiép tuc giai thich c6 11 mdt ca si hat nhac dan gian tht bai tham hai
song lai dwoc amnhac bu dip trong dyr an thire hién cing Martine Christensen - mit trang web c6 tén Nhitng giai diéu nude My cdi tén goi nhé t6i bai
hat ctia Paul Simon danh cho dat nudc ndy tir nhitng nam 1970. Trang web do Ia phao ctru sinh cho cudce song ctia Dance, thuong xuyén hi¢n di¢n &
nhirng noi chon thit t6i tim u am vi cong viéc ctia ¢d. Khong gi sanh bang am nhac d¢€ giip c6 an tAm gat ra khdi dau 6c nhitng tén toi pham da truy
dubi.

Dance ndi véi Boling géng nyic du thuét ngfr phd bién 13 “ngurdi suru tAm ca khiic”, md ta tinh chét ctia géng’viéc 14 “nghién cru Amnhac dan gan”. Alan
Lomax 1 ngudi ndi tiéng nhat timg ngang doc khap ving ndi dia nude MY, thu thap cac ban nhac truyen thong cho Thu vién Quoc hoi vao khoang gitra
thé ky hai muoi. Ca Dance ciing di quanh ving nhirg khi ¢6 ranh rbi dé suu tap nhac, cho du khong phai i cac loai nhac mién i, blues va bluegrass[3]
ctia Lomax. Ngay nay, nhitng bai ht duoc sang tac tai nha & My i nhac gbc Phi, Afro-pop, Cajun, Latino, Carribbean, Nova Scotia, Dong An va chau
A

[3. Cac thé loai nhac dén gian clia My.]

Trang Nhitng giai diéu nrde My gifip nhimg nhac sidang ky ban quyén cho sang tac nguyén ban ctia ho, cho phép ban cac ban nhac qua viée tai vé va
chia cho ho loi titc trong khodn tién nhitng ngudi nghe tra.

Boling ¢6 vé quan tim. Dudng nhur anh ciing Bim nhing cudc hanh trinh vao chdn hoang vu mdt hai lin mbi thang. D3 timg c6 thoi anh i mot van dong
vién leo niti d4 hang hai, vi khach giai thich, nhung sau d6 da tir bd mon ndy.

“Trong lyc,” anh noi, “1a thtr khong cho phép thuong hrong.”

Sau d6 anh hét d4u vé phia cin phong ngii noi phét ra tiéng nhac. “La con trai hay con gai vy?”



“Con gai. Thir day duy nhét con trai toi quen thudc nim trén mdt ciy vot tennis.”
“Co bé kha ddy.”

“Camon anh,” Dance néi véi niém tir hao. C6 da nd hrc rét nhidu dé c6 vii Maggie. Cling tap dan voi con géi minh - mbt viée khé ton thoi gian, 14i xe
dua don c6 bé t6i 1op hoc piano va céc budi tap.

Boling g5 ban phim, mdt trang dy mau sic hién ra trén mén hinh méy tinh. Nhung rdi sau d6 ngdn ngit co thé ciia anh dot ngdt thay doi. C6 nhan ra anh
dang nhin qua vai ¢6, ra phia ctra.

Péng ra Dance phai doan dwoc. C6 da nghe thiy tiéng dan organ dién tir im bat tir ba muroi gidy trude.

Sau d6 Boling mim cudi. “Xin chao, Bac Ia Jon. Bac lam viéc véi me chaw.”

Maggie doi mdt chiéc mii cdu thil béng chay quay nguoc ludi trai ra sau, dang dimg trén ngudng cira. “Chéo bac.”
“Con doi mii trong nha ,” Dance nhéc nho.

Maggie bo i ra, rdi di thing tdi chd Boling, “Chau la Maggie,” ching ¢6 chit e dé nio tir phia con gai minh, Dance thim nghi, trong khi c6 bé mudi
tuoi bat tay vi khach roi lac lac.

“Nam chic lim” Boling ni véi cd bé. “Va choi dan ciiing hay.”
Khuodn mit Maggie sang birng. “Béc ¢6 choi thir gi khong.”
“Pia CD va tdi vé. Chi vay thoi.”

Dance ngude 1én va khong hé ngac nhién khi thdy ca c4u con trai Wes mudi hai tubi ciia ¢6 ciing xuét hién, dang nhin v& phia ho. C4u bé I lai sau khung
ctra. Va khong hé mim cuoi.

C6 chit da. Sau céi chét ctia bo théing bé, hoan toan d& hiéu khi Wes khong c6 thién cam véi nhitng ngwoi dan dng me ciu c6 quan hé xa giao. Thing
bé cam thay ho - theo chuyén gia tri liéu ctia ¢6 da ndi - nhur mot moi de doa voi gia dinh ¢6 va ky (rc vé nguroi bo. Neuoi dan ng duy nhat cau bé thure
su thich 1a Michael O Neil, mit phan do - theo mdt béc si gid thit - anh da c6 gia dinh va vi thé khong gy ra nguy co ndo.

Thai d6 cua thing bé voi Dance thit ning né, ¢b da goa chdng hai ndm, va déi lic them mudn khimg khiép dwoc c6 mot ngudi ban dong hanh Eing man.
C6 mudn hen ho, mudn gip aido va biét nhur thé s& t6t cho hai dra tré. Song ctr mdi khi ¢6 ra ngoai, Wes lai tré nén 1am fi cau co. C6 da danh ra hang
& cam doan voi thing bé ring nd va em gai n6 lubn 1 trén hét. Dance nghii ra nhirng chién thut dé dan gitp con trai cd thoai méi hon chip nhan gip
nhing ngwdi ¢ hen ho. Va déi khi chi don thudn gat cac nguyén tic sang bén va n6i thing voi thing bé c6 khong chap nhan bét ctr thai do lam minh lam
méy ndo. Ching cich ndo t ra dac biét hiéu qua, va cang kho thuyét phuc thing bé hon khi sur thir dich ma 16 danh cho nhitng déi tuong tiém ning gin
day nht ciia ¢6 hoa ra lai sang sudt hon chinh phén xét ciia 6. Sau cling, ¢ di dén quyét dinh can Fing nghe nhimg gi cac con ¢d mudn ndi va theo ddi
phéan g cua bon tré.

Dance vay tay ra hiéu bao cau bé lai gin. Wes i canh ho. “Day 14 bac Boling”

“Chao chau, Wes.”

“Chao bac,” hai ngudi bt tay, Wes van hoi rut ré nhu thuong 6.

Dance dang dinh nhanh chong b6 sung thém ring ¢6 quen Boling qua cong viée dé tran an Wes, dong thoi xda bo moi nguy co giy khé chiu. Nhung
trde khi c6 kip noi gi, d6i mat Wes da sang 1én trong khi cau bé nhin cham chim vao man hinh may tinh. “Tuyét qua. DQ!”

C6 nhin vao nhing hinh dd hoa nhdp nhAy trén man hinh trang chi1 ctia trd choi DimensionQuest, c6 vé da duoc Boling Ky ra tir méy tinh ciia Travis.
“Hai ngudi dang choi a?” thiing bé ¢6 vé ngac nhién.

“Khong, khong, Bac chi mudn cho me chau xem mot thir. Chau biét vé cac Morpeg chir, Wes?”

“Um, co cha.”

“Wes,” Dance thi thAm.

“Y chau 14 tat nhién rdi. Me khong thich chéu ndi “Urmy’.”

Boling mim cudi hoi, “Chau ciing choi DQ a? Bac khong hiéu im vé nd.”

“Khong a, n6 |3 mot trd v6i cac phép thudt, bac biét ddy. Chau hay choi Trinity hon.”



“Ai cha,” Boling thit Ién. “Phén dd hoa thét sdng dong,” anh quay sang Dance va n6i, “Bo 1 mbt tro S-F.”
Nhung timg d6 khé ¢6 thé coi 1a mdt 1i giai thich. “Cai gi co?”’

“Me, khoa hoc vién tudng.”

“Sci-fi.”

“Khong, khong, co khong thé n6i vay duge. La S-F,” d6i mit dao rong nhin Ién tran nha.

“T6i van giit nguyén quan diém.”

Wes nhan miit lai. “Nhung voi Trinity, dirt khoat bac can den hai gigl4] RAM[5] va it nhét hai nita cho video card. Néu khéng thi..” thing bé nhin nho.
“Néu khong n6 s& qua cham. Y chéu 1, bac gio vii khi Ién sin sang ban. . . va min hinh treo. D6 1 didu t& nhat.”

[4. Viét tit ctia Gigabyte. ]

[5. Viét tit ctia Random Memory: B nhé dém ]

“RAM trong cai may tinh dé ban bac ghép lai & chd lam a?” Boling hoi voi vé rut re.
“Ba u?” Wes hoi.

“Nam. Va bdn cho video card.”

Wes 1am b nhur sdp xiu. “Khonggg! Thé thi tuyéttt qua. Bao nhiéu b nhé ha bac?”
“Hai T[6].”

[6. Viét tit ctia Terabyte.]

“Khong thé nao! Hai terabyte?”

Dance bét cudi, cam thy nhe nhdm vi khong c6 gi cing thing giira hai ngudi. Nhung c6 noi, “Wes, me chira bao gios thdy con choi Trinity. Ching ta
khong cai nd trén may tinh & day chir?”

Co rat nghiém khéic vé nhitng tro choi cdc con minh choi trén may tinh va nhimg trang web ching truy cap vao. Nhung c6 khong thé giam sat mdt trim
phén tram thoi gian.

“Khong, me khong cho phép con,” thing bé néi ma khong hé ¢6 thém ngu y hay buc bdi ndo. “Con choi ¢ nha ¢6 Martine.”
“V6i hai anh em sinh d6i nha ¢6 4y sa0?” Dance choéng véng. Cac con ctia Martine - Christensen va Steven Cahill - con nhé hon ca Wes va Maggie.
Wes bat cuoi. “Me!” thing bé thét 1én ngao ngan. “Khéng, voi Steve. Chu Ay biét moi thi thudt va ni.”

Nghe rét ¢ Iy vi Steve, ngudi md ta ban than nhu mdt anh chang tré trung nghién may tinh, i ngudi phy trach phén k thuat ciia trang Nhiing giai diéu
nudec My.

“N6 c6 bao luc khong?”” Dance hoi Boling, khong phai Wes.

Anh va cAu bé nhin nhau véi vé dong muru.

“Thé ndo?” Dance ging hoi.

“Ciing khong hin thé,” Wes noi.

“Chinh xac thi thé 12 thé nao?” 6 hoi.

“Thoi dugc, ¢d ¢6 thé bin nd tung cac tau vil tru va hanh tinh, dai khai 1 vay,” Boling noi.
Wes xen vao, ‘Nhung khong giéng bao luc thuc su, me biét ma.”

“Phai,” Boling cam doan véi ¢6. “Khong giéng nhur Resident Evil hay Manhunt[7].”

[7. Tén nhitng dong video game kinh di.

“Hay Gear of War,” Wes n6i thém. “Y con I, trong tro d6 me c6 thé ding cira may chit ngudi ta ra.”



“Cai gi?” Dance sig nguoi. “Con da choi tro d6 bao gio chua?”
“Chura!” théing bé phan déi, ngay khi ¢6 vé bi nghi ngd. “Billy Sojack & trudng c6 trd d6. Cau dy ké voi bon con vé nd.”
“Hay dam bao | con khong choi nd ddy.”

“Pugc rdi. Con s& khong choi. Du bt cir Iy do g, thing bé nbi thém, va mot 1in nira liéc mét vé phia Boling, “me ciing khong phai ding mbt céi cua
my.”

“Me khong bao gio mudn con choi trd choi d6. Hay may trd choi khac bac Boling vira nhéc dén,” ¢ ndi bang giong nghiém tiic nhat ctia mdt ba me.
“Vang. Pugc O me.”

“Htra chir?”

“Vang,” thing bé nhin v& phia Boling ndi - d6i khi Dance van thinh cong theo cach ndy.

Sau d6 Boling va Wes quay sang ban tan vé cac trd choi khéc va nhitng van dé cong ngh¢ - finh vire ma Dance thém chi khong thé doan ndi y nghiia ctia
1n6. Nhung ¢ rét vui duge chimg kién canh nay. Boling, tat ‘nhién, khong phai la mbt mo6i ban tim theo kiéu lang man, song qua ¢6 nhe nhdm khi ¢6
khong phéi lo Eing v& cac hanh dong xung dot, nhét i vao i nay - budi tdi khong can thé ciing da du cang thing roi. Boling khong n6i chuyén voi céu bé
mot cach ké ca, va ciing khong tim cach gy 4n turong voi nd. Hai ngudi trong nhur d6i ban binh déng thude hai lra tudi khac nhau dang trd chuyén vui
vé.

Cam théy bi bo roi, Maggie chen vio, “Béc Boling, bac ¢ con khong?”’

“Mags,” Dance ngit 1i c6 bé, “khong duroc hoi nhirg cau héi riéng tu khi con vira m6i gip ai do.”

“Khong sao dau. Khong, bac khong cé con, Maggie.”

C6 bé gat dAu, ghi nhin thong tin vao bo nhé. Van dé & day, Dance hleu, khong phéi vé trién vong s& 6 ban cing choi. Con gii co dang thyc sy tim
hiéu vé tinh trang hon nhan cta vi khach. Maggie nong long mudn ga chong cho me con hon ca Maryellen Kresbach ¢ van phong, véi diéu kién 6 bé
phai 1 “Ngwdi thap ting ¢6 dau”, dirt khoat khong c6 vai “Phir dau” ddy chét hoai cd.

Pung ltc d6 ¢6 tiéng néi vang Ién tir trong bép. Edie va Stuart da t6i. Hai ong ba bude vao, t6i bén Dance va cac con ¢d.

“Ong ba!” Maggie reo én 16i lao vé& phia Edie. “Ba c6 khoe khong?”

Khuén nﬁt Ed}'e rang r& mot ny cudi thue thy, hay‘gﬁn nhu thé, Dance danh gia. Wes, khuon mit §eing ngoi nhe nhdom, cling ch;;y 61 bén ba. Cho du gﬁn
day Wes rat tiét kiém nhing cai 6m hon véi me, thang bé van dang hai canh tay 6mba ngoai va siét chit. Trong hai dira tré, thang bé la dira ban timlo
lang hon vé viéc ba ngoai bi bat gitt & bénh vién.

“Katie,” Stuart n6i, “con ban ron truy dudi nhitng tén toi pham dién khing nhur vy ma van con thoi gian d8 rAu an sa0?”

“A, van c6 ai d6 c6 thoi gian ndu n,” ¢6 tra 101 voi mdt nu curdi va lide miét vé nhitng t0i mua hang tir Safeway, dé gan thing réc.

Dance vui mirng khi nhin thdy me minh va 6m ly ba. “Me khoe khong?”

“Van 6n ca, con gai yéu quy.”

Yéu quy... Khong phai la mot dau hiéu tot. Nhung it nhdt ba dang & day. D6 1a diéu dang ké.

Edie quay lai vdi hai dira chéu va hd hoi ké cho ching nghe vé mbt chuong trinh truyén hinh ba vira xemnoi dén nhimg phong céch trang tri nha cira cuc
doan. Me Dance rat gioi trong viée lam cho moi ngudi xung quanh cam thay thoai mdi. Thay vi n6i thang t6i nhirng gi xay ra ¢ bénh vién - viéc chi lm
moi ngurdi thém lo ling - ba tran an bon tré bang cach khong da dong gi toi van dé d6 va tan gau vé nhitng chuyén vo thurdng vo phat.

Dance gi¢i thiéu b me ¢6 v6i Jon Boling

“Chdu 1a mdt linh dnh thué,” anh n6i. “Kathryn da pham sai lim khi d& nghi chu gitip mot tay, vay | gios ddy ¢6 Ay bi mic ket voi chau.”

Ho cung tro chuyén vé Santa Cruz noi Boling séng, ve viéc anh da ¢ trong ving durge bao lau va ngbi trudng noi anh dang day. Boling rét tha vi khi biét
Stuart van con am viéc ban thoi gian tai thity cung ndi tiéng ctia vinh Monterey. Anh van hay t6i d6 va ciing vira méi dira chéu minh dén thity cung choi.

“Toi cting giang day it nhiéy,” Stuatt Dance noi, khi 6ng dugc biét vé sur nghiép ctia Boling. “T6i cam thy rat thoai mai v6i hoc thudt. Toi da thire hién
nhiéu nghién ctru vé c4 map.”

Boling bat curdi vui vé.

Rurou vang duoc rot ra, dau tién 1 vang tring Comndrum ctia Boling,



Nhung sau d6, Boling héin chot nhé ra gi d6 va xin céo 16i dé quay lai may tinh. “Chau khong dugc phép an khi chira m xong bai tap vé nha. Hen gip
lai moi nguroi 1at nira.”

“Sao anh khong ra ngoai kia nhi,” Dance n6i vdi anh, chi tay ra phia hién sau. “T6i s€ ra ngay.”

Khi Boling d3 cAm méy tinh va di ra ngoai, Edie n6i, “Mot anh chang d& mén diy.”

“R4t hiru ich. Nh ¢6 anh ta bon con da ciru duoc mt trong c;ic nan nhan,” Dance di toi tG ]anh dé cht ruou vang vao. Trong luc ¢d lamviéc ndy, cam
xuc chot bung day va c6 khe ling bung n6i voi me, “Me, con rét xin 161 da phai roi khoi toa an gap gap nhur the. Nguoi ta tim thay thém mot cay thap tr
nita & bén duong, C6 mdt nhan chiing con can tham van.”

Giong ciia me 6 khong dé 19 chit cay dang ndo khi ba noi, “Khong sao dau, Katie. Me biét chéic chuyén d6 quan trong. Va cé ngwoi dan ong tdi nghiép
d6 nita chir. Lyndon Strickland, 6ng luat su. Ong ay dugc nhicu nguoi bict dén.”

“Véng, dung thé,” Dance nhan thiy sy thay doi chi dé.

“Pam don kién tiéu bang, me nhé 1a thé. Luat sw dai dién cho ngudi tiéu ding,”

“Me, da co tin gi tir Sheedy chwra?”

Edie Dance chép niit. “Khong phai ic nay, Katie. T6i nay ching ta khéng ndi vé& chuyén d6.”

“Tét nhién rdi,” Dance cam ttﬁy nhu mot dira tré bi phat. “Nhu me mudn.”

“Michael s& dén chi?”

“Anh 4y s& ¢b ging. Anne dang & San Francisco, viy nén anh 4y dang phai trong bon tré. Va didu tra mdt vu Ion nita.”

“O. Puoc thdi, hy vong cau ta ¢6 thé dén duge. Con Anne thé nao?”” Edie dimg dung hoi. Ba tin ring k§ ning im me ctia vo O’Neil con rét nhiéu didu
can phai hoc hoi. Va bat cur khiém khuy€t nao vé mit nay voi Edie Dance déu Ia mdt thicu sot nghiém trong, cén ké vdi tdi &c.

“On ca, con doan thé. Lau rdi con khong gap chi 4y.”
Dance lai tham tyr hoi liéu Michael ¢6 thé dén duge khong
“Me da ndi chuyén voi Betsey?” c6 hdi me minh.

“Phai, em con s& dén vao cudi tun ndy.”

“N6 ¢6 thé & chd con.”

“Néu khong c6 gi bét tién,” Edie ngo 1oi.

~~~~~~

Me c6 dép, “Cé thé con ban viéc qua. Véi nhimg vu an con dang phai diéu tra. D6 i wru tién ctia con. By gioy, Katie, con hay t6i ndi chuyén v6i ban
cua con di. Maggie va me s€ sira soan moi thir san sang, Mags, lai day, vao bep gitip ba nio”.

“Vang a, ba ngoai!”
“Va Stu mang mot dia DVD 6ng nghil Wes s& thich. Mot bo phim vé thé thao. Céc quy ong hdy bat nd kén.”
Stu cAm Ky céi dia va di t6i chd chiée tivi min hinh phéing, goi Wes cing di.

Dance dimg ngdy ra trong chic Iat, hai tay budng thong khi quan sat me ¢6 rit Iui trong khi vin vui vé trd chuyén cling Maggie. Sau d6 Dance budc ra
ngoai.

Cb tim thiy Boling ngdi bén mot cai ban cap kénh ngoai hién, gan chd cira sau, dudi mdt ngon dén vang. Anh dura it nhin quanh. “Chd nay dep m.”
“T6i goi nd 14 Hién,” ¢ bat cuoi. “Voi mot chit H viét hoa.”

bay la cb5 Kathryn Dance trai qua nhiéu thoi gian ctia ¢6 nhét - mdt minh hay cling cac con ¢, i ché va nhitng nguoi c6 quan hé than thiét véi co qua
huyét thong hay tinh ban.

Kién tric mau xam viing chai, rong sau met va dai chin mét, nim cao hon khoanh san hai meét rudi, nh6 daira doc phia sau ngbi nha. Bén trén xép day
nhirng chiéc ghé cang vai | g, ghé dya heng va ban cap kénh. Anh sang dugc cung cap tir nhimg cay deén trang tri Glang sinh tf xfu, dén gin trén tudng,
vai bong dén vang hinh cdu. Mot bon rira, nhitng chiée ban va mot it lanh 16n dugc ké trén nhitng tim vén khong bang phing. Nhimg céi cdy cdi coc



dugc trong trong céc chiu sirt mé, ming cho chim &n, nhirng mon do treo trang tri bang kim loai va gdm da mang mau thoi gian durge mua vé tir gian
hang ban d6 lam viron tai siéu thi tao thanh tong the trang tri theo phong cach chiét trung[8].

[8. Phong céch trang trf ndi that hién dai, 1 sur két hop hai hoa ctia nhiéu phong céch khéc nhau.]

Dance thurdng vé nha va bét giip dong nghi¢p & CBI hay MSCO hoic Tuén canh Xa K ngdi ngoai Hién, khoan khodi nhim nhi d6 udng ly ra tir céi ti
lanh ca tang. Viéc ¢6 ¢ nha hay khong khong quan trong, mién la cac quy dinh duoc tudn thi: Khong bao gior duge quy ray budi hoc cua bon tré hay
gidc ngu ctia gia dinh, ki€m ché cach cu xtr tho 10 va tranh xa ngdi nha, trir khi duge moi.

Dance rat yéu thich Hién, noi danh cho bita sang, tiéc t6i va ca nhitng dip long trong hon. C6 d3 laim dam cudi tai day.

Va timg chi tri mot budi 1 tuwéng niém chdng ¢b trén nhimg tAm van gd miu xam cii k§ ndy.

Gid day, Dance ngdi xudng chiéc ghé ua thich dan bang lidu gai canh Boling, nguoi dang cti xudng chiéc méy tinh xach tay to tudng, Anh quay sang va
16i, “Téi ciing c6 mot cai hién. Nhung néu ching ta dang n6i ti cac chom sao, thi chd ctia ¢6 a Hién én. Con ca t6i 1 Hién nho.”

C6 bat cuoi.

Boling gat dAu vé phia méy tinh. “C6 rat it thir t6i tim duoc vé khu vire quanh ddy ciing nhu ban bé ciia Travis. It hon nhidu so véi nhing gi thong thurong
ngudi ta tim thay trong méy tinh ctia mdt ciu nhée vi thanh nién. The gidi thure khong hién dién nhiéu lam trong cude song ctia cu trai tré. Cau ta trai qua
phan I6n thoi gian trong the gidi 4o, trong cac trang web, cac blog va ban tin, va tat nhién roi, choi cac trd choi cia minh.”

Dance thiy thit vong, Moi nd lwc dé xdm nhap vao méy tinh cho két qué lai khong duoc hitu ich nhur ¢6 da hy vong,

“Con vé thdi gian cau ta song trong thé gidi do, phén 16n dugce danh cho DimensionQuest,” anh hét dau vé phia rn hinh. “Téi da thuc hién vai tim kiém
Pay I tro choi nhap vai true tuyén c6 nhiéu ngudi tham gia nhét trén thé gioi. C6 khoang murdi hai triéu ngudi ding ky tham gia choi trd nay.”

“Lén hon ca déan s6 thanh phd New York.”

Boling mb ta n6 nhur sy két hop ctia Chua té nhitng chiéc nhdn, Chién tranh giita cac vi sao va Doi song thir hai[9] - trang tuong tac xa hoi noi ban tao ra
cude sbng trdng trong cho chinh minh. “Theo wde rong sat nhét t6i c6 thé dua ra, cau ta & trong DQ tir bn dén murdi gir dong hd mdi ngay.”

[9. Tén cac game dya trén ndi dung nhitng by phim an khach. ]
“Mbi ngay?”

0, chuyén dé Ia thu(‘mg Vo1 mit nggbi choi trd nhdp vai,” anh tac ludi. “Mot s6 tham chi con kinh khing hon. C6 mdt churong trinh DimensionQuest
murdi hai budce trong the gioi thie dé giip nguoi ta thoat khdi ching nghién tro nay.”

“Nghiém chinh ddy chir?”

‘0, dtmgrthé' d4y,” anh cti ngudi ra trude. “Con bay gio, khong c6 gi trong may tinh cua céu ta lién quan t6i noi cdu ta hay lui t6i hodc ban be, song toi
da tim thay mot thir c6 the s€ hiru ich.”

“Céi gi vay?”

“Cauta.”

“Ai co?”

“A, chinh Travis.”
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Chuwong 23
Dance chép mit, chdr doi mot cau bong dua.
Nhung Jon Boling dang hoan toan nghiém tuc.

“Anh da timra ciu ta? O dau?”
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“O Aetheria, ving dat tuéng tirong ctia DimensionQuest.”

“Cau ta dang lén mang?”’

“Lic nay thi khong, nhung da timg 1én. Gan ddy.”

“Tir d6 anh c6 thé timra ciu ta dang & d4u trong thé gii thyc?”

“Khodng c6 cach nao dé biét. Ching ta khong thé 1an theo diu cau ta. T6i da goi cho cong ty cung cap tro choi ¢6 tru so tai Anh, va n6i chuyén VO‘l vai
nhn sy quan ly. Cac may chi ctia DimensionQuest durgc dat & An Do va vao bat cir thoi diém ndo ciing ¢6 mdt triéu nguoi tham gia trén mang,”

“Va vi chiing ta dang c6 trong tay mdy tinh ctia cau 4y, nhu thé c6 nghiia 1 cau ta sir dung may tinh ctia mdt ngudi ban,” Dance noi.

“Hoiic cdu ta da t6i mdt noi cung cap dich vu mang cong cong, hay da muron hodc an cip mot cai may tinh roi két nbi qua mang khong day.”

“Nhung bét cir lic ndo cdu ta én mang, chiing ta s& biét cau ta dang & yén mot chd, va ¢6 co hoi timra cau ta.”

“V& mit Iy thuyét thi ding thé,” Boling dong y.

“Sao ciu ta van tiép tuc choi? Cau ta chic chin phéi biét ching ta dang truy nd minh.”

“Nhur t6i da n6i, cau ta da bi nghién.”

Dance hudng vé phia may tinh, “Anh chic do 1 Travis cha?”

“Chéc chin. Toi da vao cac thue muc cta cgiu ta trong tro choi va timthfiy mdt danh sach cac biél} tuong cdu ta da tao ra dé dai dién cho minh. Sau do,
61 nhd vai sinh vién cua t6i kén mang tim kiém nhitng céi tén d6. C4u ta da dang nhdp va dang xuat trong ngay homnay. Tén cua nhén vt la Stryker, voi
mot chit y. Nhan vat nay thuge loai Thunderer, c6 nghia 1a mdt chién binh. Vé co ban la mit sat {11& ,Mcf)t nit sinh vién cua toi da choi’DimensionQuest,
vai nim va tim ra nhan vat nay chirng mdt gio trude. Cau ta king suc quanh ving ndng thon chi dé€ giet nguroi. Co gai nay da chirng kién nhan vat kia gict
sach ca mit gia dinh - dan 6ng, phu nit va tré con. Sau d6 nhin vét cua ciu ta ding lai.”

“Thé nghiia 13 sa0?”

“Trong nhirng tro choi ndy, khi ¢6 giét mdt nhan vat khac, nhan vat do s& mét di strc manh, diém s6 va tit ca nhitng gi mang theo. Nhung nhén vat nay s&
khong chét vinh vién. Cac nhan vat trong tro choi song lai sau vai phit. Nhung ching ¢ trong mot trang thai rat yeu cho dén khi c6 thé bét dau lay lai strc
manh. Dimg nhan vat la khi c6 giét mdt nan nhan va doi gan do cho t6i khi ho song lai. Sau d6 ¢6 co thé giét ho 1an nira, khi ho khong thé tu vé. Pay
mdt cach rt t&, va p}nn 16n ngudi choi khong lim didu do. N6 gidng sat hai mdt ngudi linh da bi thuong trén chién truong viy. Nhung ¢6 vé nhu Travis
thuong xuyén lam the.”

Dance nhin chim chidm vao trang chi clia Dim:nsionQuest mit giao dién dd hoa sdng dong voi nhitng thung lting dAy swong mi, nhitng ngon nti cao
limg ling, nhitg thanh phd trdng tuong, dai duong day song gio. Va nhitng sinh vt than thoai, cac chién binh, anh hing, pht thiy. Va ca nhitmg ke Xau
xa, trong d6 ¢6 Qetzal - con quy miii nhon hoét c6 miéng bi khau lai cing doi miét lanh 1o - dang nhin ¢6 chim cham

Mot ménh nho ctia cai thé giéi 4c mdng Ay da giang xudng trai dat nay, ndm trong pham vi thuc thi ludt phép cta co.

Boling v& vao chiéc dién thoai di dong deo ¢ thét kung, “Trv dang giam sat trd choi. Cau ta da viét mdt con rép - chwong trinh méy tinh tyr dong - s&
thong bao cho ciu ta bit ngay khi Stryker dang nhap. Cau ta s€ goi hay giri mail cho t61 ngay khi Travis xuat hién.”

Dance dura mt nhin vao bép va thiy me ¢6 dang nhin chiim chiim qua cira s6. Hai ban tay ba dang ndm chit lai.

“Con bay gio |a didu t6i nghi,” Boling ndi tiép, “khong thé 1an duoc dau vét, nhung néu ching ta tim thiy cau ta trén mang va quan sét ciu ta, rét c6 thé
chiing ta s& biet duge gi d6 vé cu thieu nién nay. Cau ta dang ¢ dau, bict nhitng ai.”

“Bang cach nao?”

“Theo ddi nhitng tin nhén tire thdi ctia cu ta. D6 1 cach nhing ngwoi choi lién lac véi nhau trong DQ. Nhung ching ta chiing thé lim gi cho t6i khi cau
ta dang nhép tro lai.”

Boling ngdi xubng, Hai ngudi cing im king nhip rugu vang,

Khong khi @t ngdt bi pha v khi Wes goi, “Me!” tir ngudng cura.

Dance bét ddy va tich ra xa Boling trong khi quay ngudi vé phia con trai.
“Khi ndo ching ta an?”

“Ngay khi Martine va Steve t6i?”



CAu bé quay ki voi chiéc tivi. Con Dance va Boling quay vao nha, mang theo rugu vang va chiéc mdy tish. Anh cét cai méy vao trong tii do cta minh rdi
bé mdt cai bat dung banh quy mén dé trong ban bép lén.

Anh di ra ngoai phong khéch, chia bt ra mdi Wes va Stu. “Khau phan khin cip dé gitip ching ta duy tri strc Iwc.”
“Hay qua!” thiing bé reo Ién, bdc iy mdt nim, rdi n6i, “Ong oi, quay lai cai doan I6ng ngdng vung vé& d6 dé bac Boling ¢6 thé xem di.”
Dance gilp me va con gai cd hoan tit viéc bay db n ra theo kiéu tw phuc vy trén ban trong bép.

C6 cung Edie tro chuyén Ve thoi tiét, v& méy con cho, v& bon tré, vé Stuart. Chit dé nay dan t6i thity cung, tir ddy chuyén sang mot cudc trung cau vé
nuée, va loanh quanh t6i miy chit dé vat vanh khéc, tit ca cting c6 mdt diém chung: Chiing déu tranh xa chuyén Edie bi bat nhét.

Dance quan sat Wes, Jon Boling va bd minh ngdi cting nhau ngoai phong khach xem chirong trinh thé thao phat trén man hinh. Tét ca ctng bat cudi khi
mot nguoi bét bong db 4 ap vao thing Gatorade[ 1] lim ngudi quay phim uét sting, dong thoi thi nhau voc tay vao cai bat dung banh quy miin nhu thé bita
t6i chi la mot 16 htra tréng rng. Dance khong ngiin dwoc mim cudi trude canh gia dinh ¢im dm do.

[1. Mot thirong hiéu nurée ubng ding trong thé thao.]

Ri ¢6 liéc nhin dién thoai di dong ctia minh, thét vong vi Michael O*Neil van chua goi dén.

Trong khi ¢6 sip xép ban ngoai Hién, nhitng vi khach moi khac xuat hién: Martine Christensen va chong, Steven Cahil, leo 1én cau thang, theo sau 1 hai
céu con trai sinh d6i chin tudi ctia ho. Wes va Maggie rét han hoan khi thiy ca con ché nhé 16ng dai miu vang nau, Raye.

Hai v chdng ho von va chao Edie Dance, tranh khong nhéc t6i bat cir vu diéu tra ndo, cho did6 I nhimg vu tAn cong lién quan téi cay thap tur ven
duong hay vu cé can dy dén Edie.

“Chao em” vi khich Martine toc dai Ién tiéng chao Dance, nhay mét va dua cho c6 mdt chiéc banh s6-c6-la tur im ¢6 hinh thi tréng that nguy hiém

Dance va Martine da 1 ban t6t nhit ctia nhau ké tir khi ¢6 4y quyét tim mot tay 16i Dance ra khoi tim trang thd o ¢6 thé d& dang lam ngudi ta méic
nghién ctia tinh canh & gda, budc c6 phai quay lai vdi cude song,

Nhur thé tir thé gidi a0 quay trd vé thé gi6i that, Dance lic nay thim hdi tudng lai.

C6 6mhén Steven, rdi anh Bp tirc bién mét vao phong khach, gia nhip vao dam dan ong, doi gidy hiéu Birkenstock that hop mai toc dai bude tim dudi
ngua cta anh ta.

Trong khi ngudi Ion udng rurou vang thi miy dira tré t6 chire mdt cudc trinh dién ché dot xudt ngoai san sau. Raye c6 vé da hoc thude tAt ca bai tap vé
nha, theo dung nghia den, chay vong vong xung quanh Patsy va Dylan, limdu tro nghich ngom va nhay qua céc bang ghe. Martine noi anh chang I mot
ngoi sao trong cac 1op hoc vé kha ning vang 101 va sy khéo Iéo.

Maggie xuit hién va ndi c6 bé ciing mudn mang hai con ché ctia nha ho dén truong,

“Chiing ta s€ xemxét chuyén ndy,” Dance ndi vdi con gai.

Khong 1u sau nén duoc thip 1én, khiin an duoc phan phét va moi nguoi da ngdi yén vi quanh ban, db an bdc hoi nong hdi trong bau khong khi giong
nhu mia thu ctia mdt buodi t6i ving Monterey. Nhitng cau chuyén nhanh chong rém ra trong khi rirgu vang duoc rét ra déu dan. Wes thi tham nhitng cau
pha trd véi hai anh em sinh d6i, hai cau nhoc cuoi ric rich, khong phai vi nhitng cau teu tao, ma vi mdt cau bé on tudi hon dang danh thoi gian thi tham
ke chuyén curoi cho ching.

Edie dang pha Ién cudi vi diéu gi d6 Martine vira noi.

Va lin dAu tién trong hai ngay wira qua, Kathryn Dance cam thy tAm trang u 4m tan di ft nhiéu.

Travis Brigham, Hamilton Royce, James Chilton... va tay Hiép siDen - Robert Harper - troi ra khoi tim tri Dance. C6 bt dau nghi cude sdng co thé
cudi cing s& tur n6 6n thoa tro lai.

Jon Boling hoa ra a ngudi khéo xi giao va d& hoa dong, cho diranh chéing hé biét ai ¢ ddy truée ngay homnay. Anh va Steven, ngudi Bp trinh vién, c6
nhiéu dieu de€ noi voi nhau, dau cho Wes lién tuc chen vao cudce tro chuyén.

Tét cé déu cn thin tranh nhéc dén rac r6i Edie dang gip phéi, ciing dong nghila vi viéc chii dé chinh quanh ban an 1 tinh hinh kinh t€ chinh trf hién tai.
Dance khong khoi tha vi nhén thay nhiing van dé dau tién duoc dé cap dén ciing la nhing gi Chilton da vit: Dy an nha may khir min nuée bién va tuyén
duong xa 1o moi dén Salinas.

Steve, Martine va Edie déu kich liét phan di du 4n nha may.

“T6i chéc i vay,” Dance noi. “Nhung tit ca ching ta déu da sng & day mot thoi gian dai.”” C6 dwra mit vé phia bd me. “Chéng 1§ b me chura thiy mét
moOi voi han han sao?”



Martine n6i ¢o rat nghi ngd viée pguf)n nuée do nha may khir n¥n t3o ra qé thé dem dén loi ich cho ho. “Né s& duoc ban cho cac thanh phd gidu c6 &
Arizona va Nevada. Ai d6 s kiem duge bac ty, con ching ta s€ chang thay giot nrde nao.”

Sau dd, ho chuyép sang ban luan vé 'Ellyén xa 10. Nhitng ngudi tham gia bira i ciing bi chia & trong chu dé nay. Dance 16}, “NO s& rt ¢ loi cho CBI
va S¢ Canh sat néu chiing t6i phai di€u tra cac vy an ¢ khu vue bac Salinas. Nhung van dé doi gia thanh ¢ day lai 1 mdt rac r6i?”

“Céi gi doi gid co?” Stuart hoi.

Dance ré‘g ngac nhién khi thiy tat ca moi nguoi nhin cd v6i vé khong hiéu gi. Co giai thich viéc da biét duge chuyén nay do doc trén Ban tin Chilton:
Nguoi viet blog da kham pha ra kha ning ¢ nhitng hanh vi gian 1an.

“Chi chua nghe thiy ai n6i gi vé chuyén d6,” Martine phat bicu. “Chj qua ban bju vdi viée theo doi tin vé Nhing Cay thip t ven duong nén khong dé y
lam... Nhung bay gio thi chac chan chi s€ dé€ tamtéi no, chac day.”

C5 1a ngudi quan tAm t6i chinh tri nhit trong s ban bé ctia Dance. “Chi s& vao xem blog do.”

Sau bita t6i, Dance bao Maggie mang cay dan organ dién tir ctia ¢6 bé ra am mdt cudc trinh dién nho.

Ca nhom cung quay vao phong khach, thém nhiéu rrou vang nita dugc 16t xoay vong, Boling ngdi nga hrng ra sau trén mot chiéc ghé banh triing, Bm
ban ctng anh I chi ché Raye giong briard. Martine bét curoi khi Raye chi to hon mot con ché cung ti hon ¢6 chiit xiu, nhung anh van mot mure dé nghi
gitt n6 ¢ lai.

Maggie cim dién cho cay dan, rdi v6i vé nghiém trang ctia mdt nghé si piano trong budi trinh dién, ngdi xudng va choi bon ban nhac tir cdy dan Book
Three hiéu Suzki cuia ¢6 bé, nhitng ban nhac don gian soan lai tir tdc pham ctia Mozart, Beethoven va Clementi. C6 bé hau nhur danh khong sai n6t
nao.

Moi ngudi cling vo tay tan thuong, sau d6 chuyén sang thuéng thirc banh ngot, ca phé va lai thém rgu vang nita.

Cudi cing, dén khoang chin rudi, Steve va Martine n6i ho mudn cho hai cau con trai sinh d6i di ngii nén ra vé. Maggie da 1én xong ké hoach cho Dylan
va Patsy tham gia vao 16p day ché cua Raye.

Edie nd mdt ny cudi xa xam “Bb me ciing phai vé thoi. Hom nay qua 1 mot ngy dai”

“Me, 6 lai thém chit nita da. Udng thém mdt ly vang da.”

“Khong, khong, me mét 1Em 1di, Katie. Dindo, Stu. Emmuén vé& nha.”

Dance don nhan mdt cai 6m hon ho hitng ttr me ¢, va cam gidc nhe nhdom lic trude tan di kha nhiéu. “Hay goi cho con sau.”

T“[ﬁt vong khi thfiy bér‘rmjarrﬁnh ra vé& vOi va, ¢6 nhin theo anh dén hiu bién mit diu duong. Sau do, cd bao I tré chao tam biét Boling. Anh mim cuoi
bat tay hai dira nho, 161 d€ cac con c6 di rira bat dia.

Wes xuat hién vai phut sau, cAm theo mot dia DVD. Ma trong vo so[2], mdt bd phim hoat hinh khoa hoc vién tdng Nhat Ban ¢6 lién quan t6i nhimg
chiéc may tinh.

[2. Ghost in the Shell, mdt bd phim hoat hinh ndi tiéng ciia Nhét Ban.]
“N6 day, bac Boling. B6 phim nay hay im. Bac c6 thé miron néu mudn.”

Dance Iy lim ngac nhién khi thiy Wes cur xir thén thién dén thé véi mdt nguoi dan ong. C6 thé thing bé da nhén ra Boling 1a mot ddi tac trong cong
viéc cua me minh, chir khong phai doi tirgng ho hen. Thé nhung trude day thang bé tham chi luon to ra thir the voi ca cac dong nghi€p cua co.

“A, camon chiu, Wes. Bac da timg viét bai vé hoat hinh Nhat Ban. Song chura bao i xem bd phim nay.”
“Thét thé sa0?”

“Chura timg, Bac s€ mang tra lai nguyén ven.”

“Bét ctt Itc ndo. Chio béc.”

Céu bé hdi ha quay vé phong minh, dé lai hai ngudi véi nhau,

Nhung ciing chi trong khoanh khic. Mot gidy sau, Maggie lai xuét hign v6i mt mon qua ctia riéng minh. “Day 2 nhitng ban thu am bubi bicu dién cia
chau,” c6 bé dua cho Boling mt dia CD dugc dé trong hdp goi qua.

“La budi biéu dién chau da ké trong lic an t6i phai khong?” Boling hoi. “Budi biéu dién ma 6ng Stone o trong lic dang choi nhac Mozart 4y?”

“Vang!”



“Bac nuron duge khong?”
“Béc co thé By nd. Chau c6 dén ca triéu chiéc dia. Ba ngoai da ghi ching”
“Tuyét qua, cam on chau, Maggie. Bac s€ ghi ra may iPod.”
Cb bé thyc sy do mit - chuyén hiém gip & Maggie, rdi chay vut di.
“Anh khong can phai lam thé dau,” Dance thi thim
“O khong, C6 chir. Mot ¢d bé that tuyét voi.”
Boling cho céi dia vao ti dung may tinh ctia minh va nhin sang dia phim hoat hinh Wes da cho minh muron.
Dance lai ha giong 1An nita. “Anh da xembd phim d6 bao nhiéu 1An rdi?”

Vikhach tic ludi. “Ma trong v so u? Hai muroi, ba muroi Jan... cling vi hai phan tiép theo nita. Khi that, co tham chi co thé phat hién ra ca nhiing cau
n6i doi ching hai gi dén ai nira.”

“Rét camon anh vi da m thé. Picu do rt co ¥ nghiia véi thing bé.”
“T6i ¢6 thé ndi thing bé rat phin khoi.”
“T6i thye sy ngac nhién vi anh khong ¢ con. Duong nhu anh rit hiéu bon tré.”

“Khoéng, chuyén d6 ching bao gid di dén dau ca. Néu mudn c6  con, chiic chin ngudi ta cdn c6 mdt ngudi phu nit trong cude doi minh. Toi i mot trong
s6 dan ong ¢b can phai canh giac. Khong phai phu nit céc c6 van ludn ndi thé sao?”

“Canh giac u? Nhung vi sao chir?”’

“Ding bao gior hen hd v6i mdt anh chang ngoai bén muroi chura timg két hon.”

“Toi nghi ngaty nay bét ctr chuyén gi c6 két qua déu 6n hét.”

“Chi don gian I t6i chura bao gior gip dwoc nguoi thich hop dé mudn cing ho 6n dinh cude séng.”
Dance nhan thdy mdt bén long may thoang nhudng 1én cing chit dao dong trong cao d6 ciia giong noi.
Cb dé nhimg quan sat d6 troi di.

Boling bt dau, “C5...2” P6i mit anh nhin xubng ban tay tréi ctia ¢6, noi mdt chiéc nhin mit ngoc trai miu x4m duoc deo trén ngon deo nhin.
“T6i goa chong,” Dance noi.

“O, trodi oi. Toi xin 16i.”

“Tai nan xe hoi,” c6 giai thich, chi cam thdy mot chit thoang qua ctia ndi budn quen thudc.

“Khing khiép qua.”

Va Kathryn Dance khong n6i gi thém vé chdng c6 va vu tai nan, khong vi Iy do ndo khac ngoai viée c6 khong mudn nhic dén ching niva. “Vay anh i
mot anh chang doc than thyrc thy?”’

“T6i doan Ia thé. Ngiy nay d6 1a mdt tir nguoi ta khong con nghe thiy nita... tir ca thé ky nay rdi.”

Dance quay vao bép Ly thém rurou, ¢6 chon chai vang dé mdt cach vo thirc - vi d6 14 loai Michael O°Neil wa thich - i nhé ra Boling thich vang tréng
Co6 rot day nira ly ctia hai nguoi.

Ho trd chuyén vé cude song & khu Ban dao Monterey, cting nhu nhirng chuyén dap xe trén nii va di bo da ngoai ctia Boling. Cong viéc dang lam qua
tinh tai voi anh, vi thé anh thudng leo 1én chiéc ban tii cii ctia minh va phong 1én nii hodic i mdt cong vién tiéu bang,

“Cudi tudn ndy t6i s& m modt chuyén dap xe. S& | mdt chit tinh to gitra mdt hon dao dién rd.”
Sau d6, anh ké cho c6 nghe nhiéu hon vé& cude hoi hop gia dinh da nhéc t6i lic trude.

“Napa?”



“Dling thé,” Iong may Boling cong Ién mdt cach thit d& mén va cubn hitt. “Gia dinh t6i ... t6i da n6i thé nao nhi?”

“Mot gia dinh.”

“Tring phoc,” anh bét cudi noi “BS me khoe manh. Hai nguoi anh em va i quan h¢ hoa thuén trong phén 1n thoi gian, cho du t6i thich cac conho
hon. May ong chiba c6. S& rat tuyét. That nhiéu ruou vang, that nhidu d6 an. Nhitng budi hoang hon nhung khong nhiéu, may man thay. Toi da Ia hai
Nhu the 13 vira voi cac ky nghi cudi tuan.”

M6t lan nira, im king lai budng xudng giita hai ngudi. That d& chiu. Dance khong hé cam thiy voi v trong viéc lap day nd.

Nhung khong khi binh yén bi pha v& ngay khi dién thoai ctia Boling d6 chudng. Anh nhin man hinh. Ngay p tirc, ngdn ngit co thé chuyén sang trang thai
san sang cao do.

“Travis dang Ién mang, Vao vi€c thoi.”
Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.

Chuong 24
Dui nhitng ¢t g5 ban phim ctia Boling, trang chit DimensionQuest durgc i én gan nhur tirc thi.

Man hinh nhip nhay va mt hop thoai chio mimg xut hién. Phia dudi ¢ vé 1 két qua xép hang ciia tro choi boi mot o chirc duoc goi i ERSB.

Vi thanh nién
Mau

Dé xudt chi dé
Ruou

Bao luc

Sau do, Jon Boling tiép tuc gd phim mdt cach ddy tur tin, dua ho tdi Aetheria.

D6 1 mot trai nghiém that la king. Cac nhén vat - mdt s6 1 nhitng sinh vt tudng trong, mot s 1 con ngudi - lang thang trong mot khoang tréng nim
gitra mdt khu rimg day nhig than cay khéng 10. Tén ctia ching duoc hién thi phia trén timg nhén vat. Phém l6n dang giao chién, nhung c6 mot sé chi
dang di b, chay hay cudi ngira hodc cac vat cudi khac. Mot so tu bay duoc. Dance kinh ngac khi thiy tat ca cac nhan vat déu di chuyén rit mém mai
va biéu cam trén khuon mit rt séng dong nhur that. Hinh anh d6 hoa qua I dang kinh ngac, voi chét hrong gan nhur ctia phim anh.

Piéu d6 lam cho nhitng tran giao chién va nhimg canh d6 mau tan khdc thai qua cang thém kinh khing.

Dance chot thiy minh dang cti ngudi ra trude, dau gbi nhip nhdm - biéu hién dac thi ctia cang thing, C6 khé kéu Ién khi mdt chién binh chém dau mot
ngudi khac ngay trude mit ho.

“La nhitng nguoi that dang diéu khién ching sao?”’

“Mot hay hai I nhin vat ndi tai - ching duoc 1p trinh san. Nhung phén 1on tat ca chd con lai 1 cac nhan vét do nguoi choi & bt cir noi ndo diéu khién.
Cape Town, Mexico, New York, Nga. Pa s0 ngudi choi la nam gioi, nhung cting ¢6 khong it phu nit. Va tudi trung binh ciing khong qua tré nhw c6 nghi
dau. Chit yéu ¢ do tudi vi thanh nién cho i gan ba muroi nhung ciing van ¢ rat nhiéu ngudi choi 1on tudi hon. Ho c6 thé 1a nhimg cdu bé, 6 bé hay
nhiing nguoi dan ong trung nién, da den, da tring, tan tat, van dong vién, uat su, ngudi rira bat. .. Trong thé gidi a0, ¢ c6 thé 1 bat clr ai ma minh
muon.”

Trude mit ho, lai thém mdt chién binh nira d& dang giét di thi ctia minh. Mau phun 1én thanh voi nhu mdt ngudn mrde nong,

Boling him hir. “Song tat ca ho khong phéli’d‘éu ngang hang. Kha ning song s6t phu thude vao viéc ai thire hanh nhidu nhit va ai ¢6 nhiéu sirc manh nhét
- strc manh ¢ ¢6 duge thong qua giao chien va giét. Mot thir vong tron tan khoc, theo diing nghia den.”


http://ebookfull.net

Dance g lén man hinh va chi vio sau rng mot nhan vét nit dang ¢ ngoai tién sanh. “D6 i anh phai khong?”
“Mot nhan vat ma sinh vién cta t6i dang choi. Toi ding nhdp qua tai khoan ctia c6 dy.”
Cai tén phia trén I3 Greenleaf

“Cautakia 1oil” Boling néi, ho va vai vao nhau khi anh ruén ngudi ra trude. Anh chi tay vao nhén vt cua Travis, Stryker, lic ndy dang ¢ cach
Greenleaf chirg mot tram foot[1].

[1. Foot: Pon vi do d9 dai ctia Anh, 1 foot twong duong 0.3 1mét]

Stryker |2 mot gi dan 6ng manh mg, co bip. Dance dé dang nhén thiy trong khi rit nhi,éu nhan vat khac cd rau hay lan da xu xi tho rap, nhan vat ctia
Travis lai may rau nhan nhui va c6 1an da tron murgt nhur da tré nhé. C6 chot nghii t6i moi ban tim ctia cdu ta voi can bénh trimg ca.

C6 c6 thé 1 bét cir ai minh muén. ..

Stryker - mjt “Chién Binh Sém Sét”, ¢ nho lai - 10 rang la chién binh chiém uru thé & ddy. Cac nhan vat khac déy ¥ t6i hudng di cia cdu ta 10i quay
nguoi roi khoi. Vai nhan vét tién t6i giao chién - ¢6 1an hai nguoi x6ng vao ctng lic. Cu ta d& dang giét ca hai. Lan khéc cu ta danh guc mot nhén vat
to kénh cang, mot gi khong 16 hay mdt con quéi vat gi d6 twong tur, bang mot tia sét. Tiép theo, trong lic d6i thi ndm giat gidt trén mit dat, Travis hudng
nhAn Vvt ctia cAu ta vung dao dam thing vao nguc con quéi vat.

Dance ha hoc miéng,

Stryker ctii xudng va duong nhur Iuc loi bén trong thi thé.

“Cau ta dang lam gi vay?”

“Lot 6 ctia xéc chét,” Boling nhin thiy doi Iong may dang cau lai cia Dance va n6i thém, “Moi ngurdi déu Bim thé. C6 can phéi im vay. Céc thi thé c6
the chira thir gi d6 c6 gia tri. Va néu c6 danh bai doi thu, c6 duong nhién c6 quyén do.”

Néu day 1a nhitng gid tri Travis hoc duoc trong thé giéi 4o, qua 1 ky diéu khi ciu ta da khong bing phét sém hon.

Nuoi dic vu khong khoi ban khoan: Hign git ciu ta dang & dau trong thé gidi thuc? O mot cira hang Starbucks 6 két ndi Wifi, doi mil trim kin dau va
deo kinh mat d€ khdng bi nhan ra? Céch noi nay murdi dam? Hay chi mot?

Céu ta khong c6 mit & Game Shed. C6 biét thé. Sau khi hay tin cau thiéu nién timg danh thoi gian tai d6, Dance dé cho theo doi dia diém nay.

Trong lic ¢6 quan sat, nhan vat ctia Travis giao chién va d& dang giét chét rit nhidu dbi thi niva - phu ni¥, dan 6ng va dong vét - Dance nhan ra ¢6 dang

vo thirc khoi dong cac k§ ning ctia minh voi tur cach chuyén gia ngdn ngit co thé.

Tét nhién, c6 biét phdn mém dang kiém soat cir dong va tur thé ctia nhdn vét. Dau vdy, c6 van thiy nhin vat ciia ciu ta di chuyén mot cach uyén chuyén

va kiéu hiinh hon phﬁn 16n cac nhAn vét khdc. Khi chién d4u, cdu ta khong ra don mot cach ng'?lu nhién nhur mdt s§ ngudi. Cau ta danh thoi gian rinh rap,
Tui lai mdt chiit rdi sau d6 tin cong khi ddi thi bi mét phurong hidng, Thém vai nhat chém hay nhat dAm nita — va d6i thi chét hin. Cau ta lun canh gic,
lu6n quan sat xung quanh.

C6 thé day Ia mot dAu hiéu vé chién luge trong cudc séng ctia cAu thiéu nién. Lén ké hoach tin cong that can than, tim hiéu tit ca nhing gi co thé vé nan
nhan, va tan cong thit chdp nhoang,

Phéan tich ngdn ngi¥ co thé ctia mdt nhan VAt trong tro choi dién tr, qua [a mdt cude didu tra ky la.

“Toi mubn nbi chuyén véi cdu ta.”

“V6i Travis u? Y t6i | v6i Stryker?”

“Phai. Hay lai gin hon.”

Boling do dur. “Téi khong biét 1 Eim cac 1énh diéu khién. Nhung t6i nghi t6i ¢6 thé di chuyén duoc.”

“Bat dau di.”

Ding cac phim tit, Boling hudng Greenleaf lai gin hon chd Stryker dang cti xudng thi thé sinh vat vira bi ciu ta giét dé thu chién loi pham

Ngay khi c6 vao gﬁq t4i cur Iy tAn cong, Stryker cam thdy nhn vt ctia Dance tiép can minh va dimg ddy, mot tay cAm kiém, trén tay kia [ mot tim
khién cau ky. Doi mat Stryker dang nhin cham cham ra ngoai man hinh.

Po6i miét ciing t6i den nhur ctia con quy Qetzal.

“T6i can lam thé nao dé giri tin nhan di?”



Boling bim vao mot nit phia dudi clng man hinh, va mot hop thoai mo ra. “Bdy giv cling giong nhur bét ky tin nhéin tirc thoi ndo khéc. Go 1oi nhéin cta
c0 101 bam ‘Enter’. Hay nhé str dung chit vict tat va ngodn ngit teen néu co6 c6 thé. Cach dé nhat d€ lam la thay so 3 cho chit e va 4 cho a.”

Dance hit mdt hoi thit sau. Hai ban tay c6 run run trong khi nhin vao khuon mat dd hoa cua ké sat nhan.

“Stryker, c4u gj0j qu4”, nhitng tir niy hién Ién trong mdt 6 thoai hinh qua béng lo kmg trén dAu Greenleaf trong khi nhan vat nay lai gan.

“Mdy U 412 Stryker dimg lai, ndm Ay mot thanh kiém

“Tyj chj ¥ mOt 4y k3m c0i thoy”.

Boling n6i v6i ¢6, “Khong t&, nhung hily quén ngit phap va dau di. Khong viét hoa diing quy tic, khong chdm phdy. Cac ddu chAm hoi thi duoc.”
Dance tiép tuc, “thdy u d4nh roy, u gjoj Bm”

“Hoan hao,” Boling thi tham.

“may thuOc vuOng quOk n4o?”

“Y cauta la gi vay?” Dance hoi, khong khoi cam thiy hoi hét hoang,

“T6i nghif cAu ta dang hoi ¢6 dén tir virong qudc hay inh dia ndo. C6 dén hang tram. Toi khong biét bt cir virong qudc hay linh dia nio trong trd choi
nay. Hay bao cau ta c6 1a mit newbie”, anh danh van tir nay. ‘“Nghia 1a mdt nguoi moi tap choi nhung muon hoc héi.”

“chy ¥ newbie, ch0j ch0 wyj thoy, nghj Kj u c0 th3 d4y.”
Tiép theo 1A mot khoang ngimg.

“y maty n0j iy 4 m0t dud thdm hdj”

“Thé c6 nghiia 1 gi?”” Dance hoi.

“Newbi‘e chi don glan la ngLr01 moi choi. Mot tay ‘thdmhai’ [a mot ké‘tlﬁt bai, mdt ngudi tu cao tu dai va kém coi. Do 1a mot 101 sinhuc. Travis da bi
goi [a @6 tham hai rat nhi€u lan trén mang, LOL véi cau ta nhung ndi rang ¢d khong phai vay. C6 thuc sy muon hoc hdi tir cau ay.”

“Jol, but 0 ph4j, t0j mun hOk.”
“Mdy c0 ngn 027

Dance hoi Boling, “C6 phéi cau ta dang t6i chd t6i khong?”

“T6i khong biét. Day a mdt cau hoi that la trong hoan canh nay.”

“c0 v4j ngyj n0j v0j t0j th3”

“mdy g0 bun cyj thdt”

“Chét tiét, cau ta nhan ra c6 chiit thoi gian ngimg khi c6 g6 ban phim. Cau ta dang nghi ngd. Hay chuyén chi dé tré lai v& cau ta.”

“tuj thuk su mun hOk, c4u c0 th3 d4y j cho tuy?”

Lai mt khoang ling, Sau d6: “1 thu”.

Dance gd, “j vdy?”

Thém mot lando duy nira.

R&i cau tra 1o xudt hién trong qua bong lo lmg trén dau nhén vat cta Travis. “Ch3t.”

Vi cho dit Dance theo linh tinh mu6n bim vao mdt phim miii tén hay hr6t ban di chudt dé gio mot canh tay 1én hd thén, 6 ciing khong con thoi gian nita.

Nhan vat ctia Travjs lao t6i that nhanh. Cau ta vung kiém 1én chém lién hdi, tin cong nhén vt cua co. o] gbc trén bén trai man hinh mo ra mot hdp thé
hién hai cot mau trang; Phia trén cdt bén tréi [a tir “Stryker”, va bén phai 1a “Greenleaf”.

“Khong!” ¢6 kéu thim trong lic Travis chém t6i lia lia.

Cot tré.ng ctia Greenleaf bt dAu can dan. Boling n6i, “Po 1a nguén séng ctia ¢ dang bi mét di. Hay danh tra di. C6 c6 mot thanh kiém Kia kia!” anh chi



1én man hinh. “Di con trd vao d6 va bam chudt trai”
Chim ngdp trong con hoang loan hoan toan vo Iy va hbi ha, c6 bét diu bim chuot.
Stryker dé dang 3o duoc nhitng ¢l danh 1on xdn tir nhan vat cla ¢d tung ra.

Trong khi néng hrong cua Greenleaf can dén nhanh chéng trén cot do, nhan vét ny quy gbi xudng, Thanh kiém Iap tirc roi xudng dat. Nhén vt ctia co
da nam vat ngira ra, chan tay dang rong. Bat luc.

Dance c6 cam tudng vo vong ma ¢d chua bao gior timg cam thdy ngoai doi thuec.

“C6 khong con méy ning hrong dau”, Boling néi. “C6 khong thé lam gj nira.”

Khi cot ning hrong da gin can sach, Stryker thoi khong tan cong vao Greenleaf nita. Cau ta budc lai gan hon va nhin thing vao mén hinh méy tinh.
“mdy K aj?”” dong chir hién én trong hp thoai tin nhén tirc thoi.

“40j ¥ greenleaf. S4o c4u gi3t t0;?”

“M4Y 14 AJ??

Boling n6i, “Toan 14 chir viét hoa. Cau ta dang gio Ién. Cau ta phat dién roi.”

“t4j s40?" hai ban tay Dance dang run rdy, nguc c6 nhéi tht. Nhu thé day khong phai la mdt chit dir iéu dién tir ns 1 nhimg con nguoi that. C6 da
hoan toan dam minh vao trong the gidi do.

Travis sau do diéu khiép Stryker bude toi démtlﬁpg thanh kiém vao bung Greenleaf. Méu phun ra, va cot ning lrong trong cira s6 gdc trai phia trén
man hinh durge thay thé bing thong bao: “BAN DA CHET”.

“O Dance kéu Ién. Hai ban tay dAm md hoi ctia c6 run iy bay, hoi thé hdn hén ngit quang, hrét qua trén d6i mdi khd khde. Nhan vét ciia Travis trimg
it nhln vao man hinh mot cach lanh ling, sau d6 quay di va bt dAu chay vao rimg. Khong hé dimg lai, ciu ta vung kiém 1én chém ngang qua ¢ mot
nhén vt khéc dang quay lung lai va chit phing dAu nhan vt ny.

Sau d6, hoan toan bién mit.

“Cau ta khong nén lai dé trde d6 xac chét. Cau ta dang dao tau. Travis muon tron chay thét nhanh. C4u ta nghi ¢6 chuyén gi d6 dang t6i,” Boling dich lai
gan Dance hon - 1an nay dén huot chan ho co vao nhau. “T6i muon xem mdt thir,” anh bat dau gd ban phim. Mot hdp thoai nita xuat hién. N6 thong bao:
“Stryker khong c6 trén mang’”.

Dance cam thfiy mdt con én lanh dau budt lan toan than, doc séng lung ¢6 nhu bi cha Ién nuée da.

Ngdi xudng trd lai, vai cham vao vai Jon Boling, ¢6 tham nghi: Néu Travis déing xuét, c6 thé cau ta da roi khoi noi vira vao mang,

Va céu ta dang di dau?

Lén tr6n?

Hay cau ta du dinh ﬁép tuc cudc di san clia minh trong thé gi6i thue?

*

C6 dang nim trén giurdng, lic ndy da gin nira dém

Hai am thanh An 1on vao nhau: Gi6 thbi qua cic ngon cdy bén ngoai phong ngii ctia cd, song dap 1én nhitng bo d4 cach d6 mot diim & Asilomar va doc
theo con duong t6i Lovers Point.

Ngay bén canh, ¢ cam thiy hoi 4m ty 1én chan, va nhitng hoi thé ra, that nhe nhang trong gidc ngit, pha 1én c6 co.

Tuy thé, ¢6 khong tai ndo chim duoc vio gidc ngii nhe nhdm. Kathryn Dance tinh tho nhu thé Kic nay dang 1a gitta trua vdy.

Trong tim trf c6, mdt luidng suy nghi khong ngimg trbi qua. Mot y nghi co thé vut ndi bat hin Ién trong mot thoi gian, 16i lao di, giéng nhur trong Vong
quay cia Van may[2] vdy. Chu dé xuét hién voi tn suat cao nht tat nhién 1 Travis Brigham. Trong nhing ném lam phong vién dura tin tdi pham, 161
chuyén gia tur van cho bdi thAm doan va nhan vién cong lyc, Dance da di ti ket Iudn xu huéng nga vé cai 4c ¢o thé tim thiy chira sn trong gene di

truyen nhu Daniel Pell, tay tht inh gido phai va ke sat nhin c6 vira truy bt gin ddy - hodc c6 thé do tiém nhiém tir bén ngoai: J.Doe & Los Angeles
chang han, voi y, xu huéng sat nhan xuat hién mudn hon trong cude doi.

[2. Weel of Fortune, mdt churong trinh trd choi truyén hinh phd bién ¢ nhiéu nuée. O Viet Nam duge By tén ki “Chiée non ky diéu” ]



Dance tu hoi Travis roi vao vi tri nao trong bang phan loai.

Cau ta a mot thiéu nién bét on, nguy hiémz nhung déng thoi cling 1a mdt con ngurdi khac, mdt cau nhoc vi thanh nién khao khét (ﬁuqc binh thuﬁmg - cd
lin da sach trimg cd, duoc mdt ¢4 gii nhiéu nguoi ham md ua thich. Liéu c6 phai tir khi mi chao doi, ban chat cau ta da gin lién v6i cudc song ddy cam
hén nay khong? Hay cau ta da bt dau ching khac g bét cir cAu con trai ndo khac, song da bi hoan canh xo day 6ng bd bao hrc, cdu emcé vin dé
tam than, vé ngodi rut r&, ca tinh ¢6 doc, nurée da xéu - dén mire tim trang tirc gidn ctia cau khong thé tir tan bién di nhur & phén I6n ching ta, nhw mén
swong mil vao giita budi sang vay?

Trong mit khoanh khic dai, nang triu, thuong hai va cim ghét gidng co bén trong co.

Thé 1r6i ¢6 nhin thiy nhan vat ctia Travis trimg trimg nhin minh quy xuéng va vung thanh kiém ctia cau ta Ién.

tyj thuk su mun hOk, c4u c0 th3 d4yj cho ty?

ch3t...

Bén canh, thin hinh ém ap hoi nhic nhich, ¢6 tu hoi co phai minh vira truyén sang bén 4y chit cing théng nho nho am gidc ngt d6 bi qudy rdy hay
khong. C6 co nam bat dong, nhung la mdt chuyén gia v€ ngdn ngir co the, cb bict dicu do 14 khong thé. Du ngh hay thirc, néu bd dc chung ta hoat dong,
co the ching ta ludn vén dong.

Va vong quay lai tiép tuc.

Me ¢6, va vu diéu tra giét ngudi nhan dao, dén heot né ndi én. Cho dit da d& nghi Edie goi dién khi bb me c6 vé dén nha tro, me 6 da khong goi. C6
thay ton thuong, song khdng hé ngac nhién.

Roi banh xe lai quay vong lin nira va dimg lai 6 vu J.Doe tai Los Angeles. Phién toa diéu trdn dé nghi mién truy t6 s& dién ra thé ndo? Liéu né ¢6 lai bi
hofin nita khong? Va két qua cudi cing ra sao? Ernie Seybold rét ¢6 ning hrc. Nhung nhu thé da du chura?

Thanh thit mi ndi, Dance khong biét.

Dong suy twong sau d6 chuyén sang nhing y nghi vé Michael O*Neil. 6 hiéu ¢6 nhirmg Iy do khién anh khong thé dén dugc t6i nay. Nhung con vige
khong goi dién? That bét binh thurong,

Vudiéu tra kia...

Dance bat cuoi trude y nghi dugm mii ghen tudng,

Thinh thoang ¢6 van thir hinh dung ra minh va O’Neil bén nhau, néu khéng phai anh da két hon v6i Anne, mdt phu nit hdp dan va ky la. Mit khac,
chuyén d6 qua dé dang. Ho da trai qua nhiéu ngdy cling nhau trong cac cudc diu tra, va nhidu gio trbi qua lién mach. Nhitng cudc trd chuyén, nhitng cau
pha tro. Dau vay ho ciing da timg bat dong, c6 lic tdi d6 ndi ndng. Nhung c6 tin nhitng bat dong gay git d6 chi lim phong phu thém nhig gi hai nguoi
¢d clng nhau.

Moi thir.

Dance tiép tuc suy nghi, khong tai nao dimg lai duoc.

Cach, cach, cach...

It nhét cho t6i khi ching dirng lai & gi4o sw Jonathan Boling.

Va bén canh ¢ hoi thd nhé nhe bién thanh tiéng w i khe khé.

“Puoc rd,” Dance ndi, 1t minh sang phia bén kia. “Patsy!”

Con cho tha mdi[3] 1ong phing ngimg ngay khi n6 tinh day va ngong dau 1én khoi gbi.

[3. Ché tha mdi: mot loai ché sin duoc hudn luyén dé tim va mang nhitng con mdi da bi bén ha vé.]

“Xuéng san,” Dance ra lénh.

Con ché dimg ddy, nhan ra khong c6 chuyén thirc &n hay choi bong & ddy, va nhay xudng khoi girdng dén bén ban cia no, Dylan, trén tam tham son
chiing van dung lam dém, dé Dance mdt 1an nita don ddc trén girong,

Jon Boling, ¢6 thi thim. R&i sau d6 di dén quyét dinh t5t hon hét khong nén danh nhiéu thoi gian nghi ngoi vé vi gido sur.
It nhét 13 chua nén.

D sao di nita, vao khoanh khéic 4y dong suy tudng ctia c6 tan bién khi chiée dién thoai di dong dé trén ban canh girdng, ké bén khiu sting, rung lén.



C6 lap tirc bt dén, deo kinh vao va cudi thanh tiéng khi nhin thiy tén ngudi goi.

“Jon,” ¢b tra 1oi.

“Kathryn,” Boling n6i. “Toi rat xin 18i vi da goi mudn thé nay.”

“Khong sao dau. Toi van chura ngil. C6 chuyén gi vay? Stryker a?”

“Khong. Nhung c6 mot thir ¢b can xem. Trén blog - Ban tin Chilton. TSt hon c6 nén vio mang ngay.”

Meic bd d ni, v6i hai con ché & ngay gén, Dance dang ngdi trong phong khach, tat ca dén déu tit, chi con anh trang va mjt Judng sang tir dén duong v&
nén nhitng dai sang du tong miu xanh - tréng lén san nha van gb thong, Khau Glock ép sat vao cot song, khiu sing ning né kéo tré dai bang chun gidn
quanh hong chiéc 4o ni ctia ¢6 xudng

Chiéc may tinh cudi ciing ciing két thic qué trinh khoi dong dai 16 thé ctia né.

“Puoc 161.”

Anh néi, “Hay xem bai cudi cing dugc dang 1én blog”. Boling giri cho ¢6 dwong dan URL.

Hittp7//www.thechiltonreport.convhtml/june? 7update. html

Nir dac vu chdp mit ngac nhién. “Cai gi...?”

“Travis da xam nhdp vao Ban tin,” Boling cho ¢ hay.

“Bang cach ni0?”

“Bang cach na0?”

Anh lanh ling bét cuoi. “Cau ta méi tudi teen, diéu dé giai thich cho cau héi ciia ¢6.”

Dance lanh ngudi khi doc. Travis da dang mt tin nhdn ngay phan mo dau blog ngay Hai muroi bay thang Sau. Bén trai la mot hinh v& nguéch ngoac nhén

vét Qetzal trong DimensionQuest. Xung quanh khuon mit quai go, khuon miéng bi khau kin dﬁn} méu 1 nhitng con s6 va tir ngit kho hiéu. Canh do 1a
mot tin nhan bang chit céi ¢d to, in ddm. N6 con dang ngai hon birc hinh. Nira tiéng Anh, nira tiéng Teen.

Ta s& TOM t4t c4 cdc ngu0j!
ta = thing, c4c ngu0j = thua!!
c4c ngu0j s3 ch3t

t4t c4 c4c ngulj

- dO TravisDQ d4ng

C6 khong can dén ngudi phién dich dé hiéu thong diép nay.

Phia dudi i nhén & mdt birc hinh nita. Brc hinh méu vung v& thé hién mdt c6 i vi thanh nién hay mot phy ni niim ngira, mi¢ng hé hc ra kéu gao,
trong khi mdt ban tay dam thanh kiem xuyén qua ngyrc ¢6 ta. Mau phun vot 1én troi.

“Blrc hinh d6... That ghé tom, Jon.”

Saumét lat im ling. “Kathryn,” anh diu giong ndi, “C6 c¢6 nhanra diéu gl 0 n6 khong?”

Trong lic cham chi ngim nghia brc hinh vung vé&, Dance bt gidc khé kéu Ién thang tht. Nan nhan c6 méi toc ndu, bude dang sau gay thanh dudi ngua,
Méc 40 so mi tring va vay den. Trén thit lung c6 ta c6 mdt ving mau den & bén hong, c6 thé 1 bao dung stng. Hinh dang bén ngoai rt gidng vdi trang
phuc cua Dance khi ¢6 gip Travis hom qua.

“La 61 sa0?” ¢6 thi thim véi Boling,

Anh khong néi gi.



Liéu c6 phai i mdt birc hinh cii, ¢6 thé I mdt hinh dnh turdng tuwong vé cai chét ctia mdt co hay mdt phy nit timg xtic pham Travis theo cdch nio d6
trong qua khir?

Hay cau ta vira v& ra nd hdm nay, bt chip dang phai chay trén canh sat?

Dance chot thiy mjt hinh dnh khién c6 lanh ngudi vé cu thiéu nién, cim cti trude mot & gidy véi bit chi va séap miu, tao ra hinh anh thd kéch iy vé
mot cai chét trong thé gidi 4o ma ciu ta hy vong co6 thé bién thanh that.

%

Gi6 1a mot dic diém khong thé tach roi ctia Ban dao Monterey. Thurong thdi manh 716ng 10ng, d6i i hdy hay hoac phe phéy, song khong bao gioy ving
béng. Ngay va dém, gi6 lam mit dai duwong xanh xdm gon séng, mot dai duong chang bao gid phang lang bat chap tén goi ctia nd[4].

[4. Y 16 t6i Théai Binh Duong ]

Mot trong nhiing noi Iong gio nhat trong nhiéu dam xung quanh la China Cove, ndm & tan dau phia nam ctia Cong vién Tiéu bang Point Lobos. Nhimng
ludng gi6 se lanh lién tuc thoi vao tir dai duong lAm té buodt lan da ctia nhirng nguoi chay bo. Di picnic 12 mot d€ xuat nhiéu nguy co néu st dung dén dia
va coc gidy. Lii chim bién & dy phai kho nhoc, vat va tham chi chi d€ gitr minh dung yén trong khong khi néu ching ¢ diing vao luong gio.

Liic nay da gan nira dém, g6 van thdi nhung that thit thuong, thoat dén thodt di, va khi manh nhat, nd lam bét Ién timg cot mrde bién xam xit dy bot
cao nhu toa thap.

Gi6 x40 xac qua nhitng cdy soi. Gio m udn cong nhitng cay thong.

Gi6 thdi tham ¢6 rap xubng.

Song c6 mdt thir hoan toan vo cam v6i nhitng con gi6 tdi nay, mdt vat nhd nim bén khiic quanh gidp bién ctia Xa 16 1.

D6 1a mt cdy thap tu, cao chimg séu tc, duge bube lai tir nhig canh cay den xi O giita | m)t miéng bia cac-tong da son véi ngly thing ctia hom sau
dugc ghi bang muyre xanh. Cay thap tw dugc ghim chic xuong bang nhitng hon dé, dét dudi chan thap ty 2 mt bo hoa hong do. Thinh thoang lai c6
nhig canh hoa bay Ién va bi thdi hrdt di qua bén kia xa 16. Nhung ban than cdy thap tir khong hé lay dong hay bi nghiéng nga. R rang n6 da duoc cim
sau xudng nén dét cat bén vé duong bang nhitng ¢t dong manh, tac gia ctia cdy thip tur mubn dam béo chic chin ring né s& dimg vitng dé ai ciing thiy
10.

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong dugce tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chuong 25

Kathryn Dance, TJ Scanlon va Jon Boling dang & trong phong m viéc ctia c. Liic ndy la chin gior sang, va ho dé c6 mit & ddy dwoc gin hai gio dong
ho.

Chilton d4 x6a 1i de doa ctia Travis va hai birc hinh khoi chit dé. Song Boling d tai chiing vé va sao ra.
c4c ngulj s3 ch3t

t4t c4 c4c ngulj

Va cé hai bire hinh nita.

Jon Boling n6i, “C6 thé 1an theo du vét déing bai,” anh nhén mt. “Nhung chi khi Chilton hop tac.”
“Nhitng thir trong birc hinh v& Qetzal - cac con s6, mé sb va chit c4i d6? Liéu 6 gi hitu ich khong?”

Boling n6i phan Ion ching lién quan t6i trd choi va nhiéu kha ning da duoc tao ra tir au. D thé ndo di nita, tham chi ca cac chuyén gia giai mi ciing
khong the timra dugc bat cir manh mbi ndo tir nhitng ghi chu ky quai do.

Nhitng ngudi con lai trong phong déu cén than né tranh nhéc t6i bire hinh thir hai, hay hinh anh ngudi phy nir bi dAm véi bo dang rét giong ban than
Dance.

Co6 dang dinh goi Chilton thi nhan duge mdt cudc dién thoai. Vira bat curdi khi nhin vao danh tinh ngurdi goi, co vira nhic may. “Vang, dng Chilton?”’

Boling nhin ¢6 véi mot c4i nhin gidu cot.


http://ebookfull.net

“T6i khong 16 liéu co da thiy...?”
“Ching t6i thiy roi. Blog ctia 6ng da bi xam nhép.”

“Nha cung cép may chii c6 hé théng annmhrét tdt. Thiing nhoc d6 han rét thong minh,” mot quang ngimg, Sau do, ong ta tiép tuc, “T6i mudn bao dé ¢o
biét, ching t6i da ¢b ging An theo d4u vét vu x4m nhdp. Cau ta da ding mot trang may chii ty nhiém déu do ¢ Scandinavia. Toi da goi dién cho vai
ngudi ban tai d6, va ho tin chiic ho biét cong ty ndy. Toi co tén va dia chi. Ca s6 dién thoai nita. Cong ty d6 niim & ngoai 6 Stockholm.”

“Ho s€ hop tac cha?”

Chiton n6i, “Céc nha cung cip miy chi tty nhi¢m hiém khi am thé trir trudng hop ¢6 Knh ctia tda. Chinh vi thé ma ngwo ta tin tuéng chon ho, tat nhién
roL.”

Mot Iénh yéu cﬁq hop tac tu phap quc”:)c té s& A mdt con 4c mdng vé quy trinh thi tuc va Dance chura timg biét mdt Iénh ndo loai nay duoc phé chudn
sau hai hay ba tuan tir khi dugc yéu cau. Poi khi cac nha chirc trach nudc ngoai hoan toan 1o tit ching di. Nhung cling 1a mdt thir dé nghi dén. “Hay g
cho t61 thong tin. T6i s& thir.”

Chilton lam theo.

“T6i d4nh gia cao viéc ong lam thé nay.”

“Va con mit viéc nita.”

“Gi Vé'y‘?”

“Bay gio ¢6 co dang truy cap vao blog khong?”’

“Toi c6 thé.”

“Hay doc nhitng gi toi moi dang vai phit trude.”

Nit dac vu dang nhap vao blog.

httpz//www.thechiltonreport.convhtml/june28.html

Péu tién . mot 10 xin 16i giri t6i doc gia, im Dance ngac nhién vi sy nhin nhudng ctia n6. Sau do 1:

Mot bre thu ngd giri Travis Brigham,

Pay 1 mot 1o kéu goi ca nhan, Travis. Bay gio, khi tén cu di duoc cong bd rong ri, hy vong cau khong phién khi t6i goi thé.

Codng viéc cua t6i Ia thong béo tin tirc, dua ra nhitng cau hoi, khong can dur vao nhing cau chuyén toi dua tin. Song gio day 61 bude phai can dy vao.
Lamon, Travis, da c6 du ric rdi roi. DPung lam tinh hinh tré nén 01 t& hon cho chinh minh. Van chua qua mudn dé dat ddu chdm hét cho tinh trang 101 t&
nay. Hay nghi tdi gia dinh va tuong lai ctia cau. Lam on. .. Hay goi cho cénh sat, hiy ra dau thi. Co rat nhi€u nguoi nuon giup do cau.

Dance 1n6i, “Hay Fim, James. Rét c6 thé Travis s& lién lac v6i ong vé chuyén dau thi.”

“Va toi da khoa chi dé d6 lai rdi. Khong ai khac con c6 thé dang bai Ién d6 nita,” ong ta im king trong khoanh khéc. “Birc hinh d6. .. N6 thét kinh
“Chao mimg dén v6i thé gi6i thue, Chilton.”

C6 camon 6ng ta va hai nguoi ngit lién lac. C6 ding chudt tim t6i tin cudi bai viét Nhimg Cay thap tu ven duong va doc nhitng bai binh luin moi nhat —
cling O vé I cudi cing. Cho dirmdt s6 ngwdi duwong nhu da dang bai tir mréc ngodi, thém mot Jan nita c6 khong khoi bin khodn lidu ching ¢6 chira
dung dau mdi ndo do hiru ich dé 6 thé tim ra Travis hay dy dodn trude dong thai tiép theo ctia cau ta khong, Nhung co ching thé it ra duoc két ludn
nao tr nhitng bai viét bang thir ngdén ngit ing ctiing khé hieu do.

Dance déng xuét i ni véi TJ va Boling vé nhing gi Chilton d3 viét.

Boling khong chéc birc thur ngo s& c6 nhidu hiéu qué - theo d4nh gi ctia anh, cu thiéu nién da virot qua ngudng c6 thé ding Iy 18 thuyét phuc. “Nhung
chiing ta s€ hy vong.”

Dance phan cong nhiém vy; TJ rit lui V& ghé ctia anh ta canh ban ca phé,dé lién lac véi cong ty cung cap méy chil tiy nhiém & Scandinavia, con Boling vé
lai goc cta anh d€ tim kiém tén nhiing nguoi ¢6 the tro thanh nan nhén tiép theo tir mot loat dia chi Internet mdi - trong d6 6 ca nhiing nguoi dang bai
trén cac chi d€ khac ngoai Nhitng Cay thdp tu ven duong, Anh nhan dién duoc thém nurdi ba céi tén nita.



Charles Overby, trong b vest xanh dung diéu mot chinh tri gla va mit chiéc 40 so'mi tring boc, tir tdn bude vao phong lim viée ciia Dance. Cu chio
cua Ong ta [3: “Kathryn... vay la thé nao, Kathryn, chuyén thang nhoc d6 dang 1oi de doa 1a sa0?”

“Ding thé dAy, Charles. Ching t6i dang c6 tim hiéu xem cu ta xdm nhap vao tir dau.”

“PAa c6 sau phong vien goi dién cho t6i 1O Va mdt hai ngurdi da md ra sb dién thoai nha riéng. Toi da tdng khir bon ho di nhung chéic khong thé tri hodn
thém duoc. T6i s& phai to chirc mdt cude hop bao sau hai muroi phit nira. Toi c6 thé n6i gi voi bon ho day?”

“Hay n6i cude diéu tra dang tiép tuc. Ching ta da c6 thém trg' giip nhén Iy tir San Benito cho cudce truy king. C6 vai trudng hop bao cao nhin thiy ddi
tuong nhung chua tim duge gi.”

“Hamilton d goi dién cho t6i. Ong ta rat buc.”

Quy 6ng Hamilton Royce i tir Sacramento, voi bd vest qua xanh, doi niit nhanh nhu dién va nuée da hong hao.

C6 vé Charles Overby vira trai qua mot budi sang ddy s kién.

“Con gi nita khong?”

“Chilton da cho ngimg cho dzng binh luan 1én chi dé d6 va d& nghi Travis ra dau thi.”

“Y 6i 14 co gi vé k thuat khong?”

“A, 6ng dy gilp ching ta in theo dAu vét diang bai clia ciu ta.”

“Tét. Vay I ching ta s& hm g d6.”

Y 6ng ta mudn ndi: Thir gi d6 mi cac khan gia ctia chuong trinh truyén hinh vao i cao diém s¢ tan thuong. Trai nguoc voi thir cong viée khong hao
nhodng mi canh sat da cuc nhoc, can cu thire hién trong bon muroi tim gio vira qua. Dance bat gip anh myit Boling, ¢6 bict anh cling rét simg so trude
161 binh pham wira roi. Hai nguoi roi mit khéi nhau ngay lap tire trurde khi mdt cai nhin chung day bat binh ctia ho bung 1én.

Overby liéc ddng hd. “Puoc rdi. Bén luot ti Ién nong,” dng quay ra, budc vé phia phong hop bao.

“Ligu 6ng ta c6 biét cach nbi 6 nghia 1 gi khong?”” Boling hoi ¢6.

“V& c4i ndng u? Ban than t6i ciing khong biét.”

TJ cuoi khing khye song khong n6i gi. Anh ta mim cuoi véi Boling, n6i, “Do6 1a mbt céu pha tro 61 s& khong nhéc lai dau. N6 4m chi nhitng anh chang
thity thi hdm ctia ngot phai Iénh dénh trén bién qua 1au ngay.”

“Cam on vi da khong chia sé,” Dance gieo minh xuéng ghé sau ban lim viéc, nhip coc ca phé da ti dung xuét hién va, khi that, tin cong vao nira chiéc
banh vong ciing tir ddu hién ra nhur mdt mon qua tir cac vi than. “Travis - a phai, Stryker - da dang nhap trd lai chua?” c6 hoi Boling,

“Chura. Van chua nghe duoc gi tir Irv. Nhung chiic chéin ciu ta s& bao cho chiing ta biét. Toi khong nghi cau Ay ¢6 thoi gian dé ngi. Cau ta ic ndo ciing
c6 Red Bull trong mach mau.”

Dance nhic dién thoai Ién va goi cho Peter Bennington tai phong thi nghiém phap y cia MCSO dé hoi vé nhimng thong tin moi nhat lién quan t6i bang
chimg. Vén de ndm & chd cho t6i lic ndy da thira du bang chimg dé két Travis t0i giét nguoi, song lai khong hé ¢6 manh mdi ndo vé dia diém cau ta ¢6
thé dang lin tron, ngoai trir nhitng vét dat ho da tim thiy i trude - mot dia diém khéc véi noi cay thap t bi bo lai. David Reinhold, chang nhan vién
dibu tra tré dAy nhiét huyét tir S Canh sat da ty minh di Ay méu tir quanh nha Travis. Mau dt khong hé twong hop.

Pét cat moi that hitu ich im sao! Dance burc boi hdi tuéng lai, & mdt khu vire van ludn tw hao v6i hon murdi lim dim bo bién cing nhitng bai bién va
con cat dep nhat tiéu bang,

Bt clﬁp vie ¢6 thé thong bao réng CBI dang “lam gi d6 vé mat k¥ thudt”, Charles Overby da bi mot VO ra trd tai cude hop bao.
Chiée tivi trong phong lim viée ctia Dance dang bét, ho ¢6 thé xem cii tring don d6 duroc trong thudt truc tiép.

Nhitng gi Dance bao c4o v&i Overby vé tinh hinh déu chinh x4c, ngoai trir mdt chi tiét nho, cho dit d6 1 mot chi tiét co khong hé biét.
“Pac vu Overby,” mdt phong vién héi, “cac ong dang lam gi dé bao vé cong d@)ng trude vigec mot cay thip to mdi xut hién?”

Chang khac gi hirou bét phai dén pha.

“Ai cha chd,” TJ Am bam

Choéng vang, Dance dua mit tir c4u ta sang Boling, Rdi quay trd lai mén hinh,



Neudi phong vién tiép tuc ndi ring cd ndy da nghe dugc mot thong bao trude d6 nira gio' trén may do song radio. Canh sat Carmel da tim thdy mdt cay
thp tur nita voi ngdy thang ctia hom nay, Hai muroi tam thang Sau, ¢ gan China Cove trén Xa 16 1.

Overby ling bung tra 14, “Trude khi ti day, t6i vira dugc nghe bao céo tir diic vu phu trach cude didu tra, va ¢ vé ¢d Ay hoan toan chura biét chuyén

nay.
C6 hai nit dac vu cao cap tai vin phong Monterey ctia CBI. S& ching kho dé timra ai 1 “c6 4y” vira duoc nhéc dén.
Oi, ong 1 d méic dich, Charles.

Cb nghe thdy mdt phong vién khac hoi, “Bac vu Overby, 6ng ni thé ndo v& sur that i ca thanh phd nay, ca khu Ban dao Monterey déu dang hoang hbt?
P4 c6 nhitng tin cho hay nhi€u chii nha ban vao ngudi vo t6i khi vo tinh di qua san nha ho.”

M6t quing im king. “A, diéu d6 khong hay chit ndo.”
Oi, troi dit quy than oi. ..

Dance tit tivi. C6 goi dién toi MCSO va duoce biét, ding vay, mt cdy thap t nita, mang ngiy thang ctia hom nay, da duoc tim thiy gin China Cove.
Cling mot bd hoa hong d6. Bén Diéu tra Hién truong dang thu thip bang chirng va tim kiém quanh khu vue.

“Khong c6 nhan chirng ndo, ddc vu Dance,” nguoi canh sat ndi thém
Sau khi ¢6 gac méy, Dance quay sang TJ. “Nhing nguoi Thuy Dién tra 10i ching ta thé nao?”

TJ da goi dién cho cong ty cung cAp méy chii ty nhiém va dé lai hai 1oi nhéin khén. Bon ho van chua tra 1oi cudc goi clia cau ta, bat chip viéc homnay
ngay lam viéc & Stockholm va lic ndy & d6 mdi qua gio an trua.

Nim pht sau, Overby dimg ding lao vao phong, “Mot cay thap tur nita? Mot cAy thip t nita sao? Chuyén quai quy gi dang dién ra vay ha?”
“T6i cling vira moi biét xong, Charles.”

“Vay thi im thé quai ndo bon ho biét dugc?”

“Bao chi u? May do séng, ngudn tin ndi bd. Bon ho ludn co cach timra xem ching ta dang am gi.”

Overby x0a x0a vang tran ram ndng ctia minh. Nhitng vay da chét roi xubng 14 ta. “Puoc rdi, ching ta dang t6i dau véi né roi nhi?”

“Ngudi ctia Michael dang kiém tra hién truong. Néu c6 bang chimg ho s& cho ching ta biét.”

“Néu c6 bang chimg.”

“Cauta la mit théng nhoc vi thanh nién, Charles, khong phai dan chuyén nghi€p. N6 s& 8 1ai mot vai diu vét ndo d6 dan chiing ta t6i ¢chd 4n ndu. Khong
som thi mudn.”

“Nhung da c6 thém mdt cay thap tw duoc dé lai dong nghia i ciu ta ciing sdp stra giét ai d6 hom nay.”

“Chung t6i dang c6 ging lién hé voi tit ca nhimg ngudi ma Boling timra dugc c6 thé dang gip nguy hiém.”

“Con viée Jin theo déu vét trén may tinh? Viéc d6 diénra dén dau rdi?”

TJ n6i, “Céng ty ndy van chua tra i lai ching t6i. Ching t6i d3 dé nghi bén Tu phép chudn bi mdt bién ban yéu cdu hop tc tur phép qudc té.”
Ngudi phu trach vin phong nhén nit. “Duoc m May chi ty quyén dit & dau?”

“Thyy Dién.”

“Ho con khé hon ngudi Bulgaria,” Overby noi, “nhung s& phai mét ca thang trude khi ho vong véo rdi moi tra 10 lai. Hay giri yéu cau dé gitt mit miii cho
ching ta, nhung dung phi thoi gian vao nd.”

“Vang, thura sép.”

Overby dung ding lao ra ngoai, tho tay moi dién thoai tir trong tii ra.

Dance ciing hbi ha iy dién thoai ctia €0 goi cho Rey Carraneo va Albert Stemple, bao ho t6i phong 6 ngay. Khi hai ngudi c6 mit, ¢6 tuyén bb, “Toi da
phat chan voi viéc uon phai & vao the bi dong roi. Toi mudn chon ra nam hay sau nguo6i c6 nhicu kha néng tr¢ thanh nan nhin nhét - nhimg ngwdi da vict
bai cong kich Travis cay nghiét nhat va nhirng ngurdi ung ho Chilton nhiét thanh nhat. Ching ta s& dua ho r6i khoi khu v, sau d6 thict ip giam sat tai
nqi & pﬁa nhitng ngudi nay. Travis dd cd mdt nan nhin méi trong dau, va khi cdu ta chuong mit ra, t61 mudn cdu ta duge mdt bat ngd that thi vi. Hay
bat dau vao viée nay di.”
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“Anh 4y phan (mg thé nio?”” Lily Hawken hoi chong ¢6, Donald.

“James 42 Anh 4y khong ni gi nhiéu, nhung héin viée niy phéi rit ning né v6i anh 4y. Ca véi Patrizia nita, anh tin chéc vay.”

C4 hai dang trong can phong riéng ctia ngdi nha moi ho wira so hitu & Monterey.

D& d6, d& 46, 1di lai d& do...

Neudi phu nit toc vang nhd nhéin dimg giira phong, hai chén hoi dang ra, nhin xudng hai tdi nilon dung rém cira. “Anh nghi thé no?”

Hawken ltic nay da c6 phén kiét strc va khong con tam tri dau dé ban tim t6i viéc cham lo cho cac ctra s0, song ngudi vo tir chin thing va ba ngay nay
ctia ong da dam nhin mot phin quan trong ganh néing cta viée chuyen nha tir San Diego vé ddy, vay 1 6ng dat miy mon dung cu dang ding dé Fip ban
ca phé xudng, nhin tir tim rém mau do sang tAm miu nau sit rdi nguoc lai.

“Tém bén trai,” ong chuin bi sdn sang dé rit lui ngay néu d6 1a cau tra 101 sai.

Nhung ¢4 vé dap an la chinh xac. “Em cting dang nghiéng vé Iwa chon ndy,” ngudi vo ndi. “Canh sat da cho ngudi t6i canh gioi & nha anh 4y phai khong?
Ho nghi c4u thiéu nién sap stra tin cong anh dy 42

Hawken quay lai v6i viéc i ban. Tkea[1]. Khi thit, bon ho ¢6 nhing nha thiét ké thét thong minh. *“Anh &y khong ngfi thé. Nhung em biét Jim rdi ddy.
Du c6 nghi vay, anh ay ciing khong phai loai nguoi cam dau chay tron.”

[1. Ingvar Kamprad Elmtaryd Agunnaryd: Tap doan Thuy Dién chuyén san xuat d6 ni that.]

Sau d6 ong chot nh¢ Lily khong thuc sur biét gi nhiéu v& James Chilton. C6 van chura bao gid gip ngwoi dan 6ng ndy. C6 chi c6 khéi niém vé& Chilton
qua nhing gi chong ké cho minh.

Ciing gidng nhur viée ong biét rit nhidu khia canh v& cudc doi ¢b tir cac budi trd chuyén, nhimg dau higu va suy doan. Cudc doi 14 vay trong nhirg hoan
canh nhur thé ndy - cudc hon nhén thir hai cho ca hai ngudi; nd gitp ong thoét ra khoi mdt thoi ky tang toc, con véi Lily | hdi phuc sau mot cude ly hon
dAy gian truAn. Rat canh gidc lic khoi dau, nhung rdi ho da nhdn ra hau nhur ddng thoi ring ca hai thiéu thbn sy gin giii va tinh cam dén mire ndo.
Hawken, mdt ngudi dan ong timg khong tin ic ndo do s& 6 thé tai hon, da ciu hon sau sau thing - tai quiy bar bi bién lao xao cat nim trén ting ap
méi khach san W[2] & trung tdm San Diego, vi ong khong thé doi dé tim ra mot khung canh thich hop hon.

[2. Chubi khach san hang sang thudc s& hitu ctia Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide. ]

Dau vy, Lily 3 md ta su kién nay nhur diéu ling man nhit c6 ¢6 thé nghi dén. Chiéc nhin kim cwrong Ién bude vao mot dai ruy bang tring quang trén ¢d
chai Anchor Steam[3] d4 t6 ra rat hitu ich.

[3. Mot loai bia ctia cong ty Anchor Brewing, |

Va gio ddy ca hai dang bt dau mdt cude sdng méi khi trd lai Monterey.

Donald Hawken ngim nghi vé cudc séng hién tai ctia minh va di dén két luan 6ng dang hanh phiic. Hanh phiic nhu m0t chang trai tré. Ban bé dé ndi voi
6ng rang mot cudc hon nhén thir hai s& rat khac biét. La mdt ngudi goa vo, 6ng han da thay d6i mot cach can ban. Ong s& khong con c6 thé camnhdn
thir cam xdic turoi tré nhu thoi sung stre tham vao timg t& bao trong co thé minh, s€ c6 tAm tinh gan giii, ¢ nhitng khoanh khac day dam mé. Nhung moi
quan hé vé co ban s€ Ia tinh ban.

Sai bét.

N6 vurot Ién trén ca moi khat khao va cuéng nhiét.

Ong da c6 mot cude hon nhan ndng nan, dam mé v6i ning Sarah ddy goi cam va xinh dep, mdt phu nit ngwoi ta ¢6 thé yéu say dam nhu Hawken da
tirng yéu.

Song tinh yéu 6ng danh cho Lily ciing manh m3 nhur thé.

Va4, phai, cudi cing dng ciing di t¢i chd thira nhan ring chuyén 4i 4n c6 phin tdt hon vai Lily — theo nghiia thoai méi hon. Trén giudng trude dy Sarah
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qué 13, phai, ddng gom, néu n6i mit cach giam nhe. Lic ndy Hawken gan nhu mim cuoi trurée nhitng hoi tre do.

Ong tyr hoi Lily cam thiy thé nao vé Jim va Pat Chilton. Hawken da ké cho c6 biét ho va ong ting I ban than thiét dén mrc nao, hai cép vo c136ng lie
trqé’c thurong xuyén ty hop véi nhau. Cling tham dy cac ﬂsu‘kién tai trrong EIQC va nhfmg trin qau thé thao cua bon tré, an toi, tiéc da ngoai... Ongdey
thiy ny cuoi cua Lily tr¢ nén hoi khang khéc khi nghe ke vé qua khr nay. Ong da tran an ¢6 rang, trong mot khia canh nao d6, Jim Chilton cling la nguoi
xa la v&i ca ong nita. Hawken da dau kho dén tuy€t vong sau cai chét cuia Sarah toi mirc dng da ngimg lién lac voi hau hét tat ca ban be.

Nhung gios ong dang trd lai v6i cude song. Ong va Lily s& két thic viéc chinh trang cho ngdi nha trong tinh trang hoan toan sn sang, sau d6 di don bon
tre, hién dang ¢ tam voi 6ng ba ching tai Encinitas. R61 day cude doi 6ng s&€ émdém trd lai theo nhip song vui twroi ctia khu Ban dao Monterey, noi 6ng
van con nhé tir nhitng nm trude. Ong da noi lai lién hé véi ngudi ban than nhat, Jim Chilton, quay vé cau lac bd dong qué, gip g cac ban cil.

Phai, day la mdt bude di ding dan. Nhung mjt dammay den da xuit hién. Nho thoi, va tam thoi, ong chic vy, song déu sao van Ia mot bdng den.

Khi quay lai noi tirmg 1 ngdi nha ctia minh va Sarah, dudng nhu 6ng da Bim sdng lai mot phin cta c6 4y. Nhitng ky (rc bing Ién nhur mjt man phéo hoa:
Tai day, & Monterey, Sarah tirng la mdt ba chii nha chu d4o, nha suu tdp my thuat déy damme, nit doanh nhan khén ngoan.

Tai ddy, Sarah timg 1 ngudi tinh ndng bong, nhiét tinh va day khao khat.

Tai ddy, Sarah timg t4o bao di¢n b d6 wét dim va boi dudi dai dwong con s6ng, bude kn b, lanh cong nhung hd héi - khong gidng nhu ln boi cudi
cung ctia c6 gan La Jolla, khong con bude 1én khoi mét nrde nita, ma dat vao bo, bat dong, miat mo to va khong nhin thay duoc gi, 1an da cé nhiét d6
bang dung nhiét d6 ctia nurde.

Nghi to1 day, trai tim Hawken dap ron thém mot hai nhip nita.

Ong hit sau thém vai 1n va gat ky trc sang bén. “Mudn gitip mdt tay chir?” ong dura mét vé phia Lily va miy cai rém cira.

Vo ong dimg lai, sau d6 dé nhing thir dang Bm dé xudng. C6 bude lai gin, néim Ky ban tay 6ng va 4p né 1én mang da thit hinh chit V dudi c6. C6 hon
oOng thit manh.

Hai ngurdi mim cudi voi nhau, 10 v 6ng quay trés lai phia my khung cira s6.

Hawken Eip xong xudi chiéc ban mit kinh khung ma crém va kéo 16 ra trude sb pha.

“Anh yéu?” cudn thirde diy bi budng roi xudng trong ban tay Lily va ¢6 dang nhin ra ngoai ctra s dang sau.

“Gico?”

“Emnghi ¢6 ai d6 ngoai kia.”

“O d4u co, ngoai san sau 42"

“Em khong biét liu chd d6 6 thude s hitu ctia ching ta hay khong, O bén kia hang rio.”

“Thé thi chic chdn do 1 san nha nguoi khéc roi.”

Nhirng dong d6 la ciing khong mua dugc cho ban nhiéu dét & ving b bién Trung California ny.

“Nguoi do chi dimg ngoai kia, nhin chim chim vao nha minh.”

“C6 I8 ho dang ban khoan tir hdi xem c6 phai mdt ban nhac rock-and-roll hay miy tay nghién dang chuyén téi hay khong,”
Lily bude xubng mdt bac thang, “Chi dimg d6 thoi,” co kip lai. “Em khong biét nita, anh yéu, chuyén ndy c6 vé ky la.”

Hawken budc t6i bén cira s6 va nhin ra ngoai. Tir géc nhin ciia minh, 6 ong khong thiy duoc gi nhidu, song 16 rang c6 mdt bong ngwdi dang ngd sang qua
nhitng bui cdy. Nguoi ndy miic mot chiée 4o ni miu xdm cé mil trim dAu duoc kéo lén.

“C6 thé 14 con c4i nha hang x6m. Bon tré udn to md vé& nhitng ngudi mdi chuyén dén. C6 18 nd mudn biét lidu ching minh ¢6 con cling do tudi hay
khong. Anh ciing timg nhur thé.”

Lily khong noi gi. Ong ¢6 thé camnhan dugc tm trang bét an 4y, trong khi ¢6 dimg d6 véi phan eo thon tha héch Ién, d6i mét nheo lai, vién quanh 1
méi toc vang JAm tim bui tir viée di chuyén nhimg thing cc tong,

Pa dén Ic vao vai hiép si
Hawken budc vao bép va mo cira sau ra. Vi khach no da bién mit.

12>

Ong di chuyén ra xa hon, rdi nghe thiy tiéng vo goi. “Anh yéu!



Giat minh, Hawken quay lai va bude vao trong nha.

Lily, van dtmg trén thang, dang chi tay qua mt 6 ctra s khac. Vikhach da di chuyén sang phia san bén hong nha - bay gior thi 16 rang 13 trén phan dét
cua ho, cho du van bi lap sau nhitng lim cay.

“Khi that. Ai vay mdi duoc chia?”

Hawken liéc mit vé phia dién thoai song quyét dinh khong goi 911. S& thé ndo néu d6 I hng xom hay con trai ong ta? Lam thé nhiéu kha néng s& hiy
hoai hét moi co hdi giy dung mdt tinh ban.

Khi ong liéc it nhin lai, bong ngudi da bién mit.

Lily xubng khoi thang, “Anh ta di d4u ro? Cir nhur bién mét vAy. That nhanh.”
“Khong biét nira.”

Hai ngudi ciing nhin qua cira s6, tim kiém

Khong thiy bong déng ké la mit dau.

Tinh trang ndy con dang ngai hon, khi khong nhin thiy ddi trong,

“Anh nghi ching ta nén. ..”

Giong ndi clia Hawken bj cat ngang voi mdt tiéng kéu thing thét trong lic Lily thét ken, “Mot khau sing - hin ¢6 mot khu stng, Don!” C6 dang nhin
cham cham qua mot 6 cira s6 dang trurde.

Chdng c6 chop Ay dién thoai ctia ong, ddng thdi goi vo, “Cai cira! Khoa cira vao.”
Lily lao di.

Nhung khdng con kip nita.

Céanh ctra d3 md tung ra that rong,

Lily kéu thét Ién va Don Hawken nhanh tay kéo c¢6 xudng san bén dudi éng, mot cir chi cao ca nhung, ong hiéu rd, v6 ich dé ctru tinh mang ngudi vo
cta minh.
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ours of opera...

Nigbi trong phong am viéc ctia Kathryn Dance, va lic nay chi con Jonathan Boling dang Iuc loi trong chiéc may tinh ctia Travis Brighamy, hdi b truy timy
nghia ctia mat ma ours of opera.

Anh dang cti ngudi ra phia trude, gd ban phim lién hdi, nghii tham néu Dance c6 mit ¢ déy, nguoi chuyén gia v& ngdn ngit co thé trong c6 hin da rit ra
duoc vai két ludn nhanh chong tir tur the cling nhur vé tép trung ctia 61 it cua minh: Anh nhur mdt chi ché dang danh hoi con moi.

Jon Boling dang lan ra mot diéu gi d6.

Hién tai Dance va nhitng ngudi khac da ra ngoai, thiét lap viée giam sat. Boling ¢ lai phong lim viée ctia ¢6 dé ling suc trong mdy tinh ciia cau thiéu nién.
Anh da tim ra mdt manh moi va bay gio dang co dinh vi thém nhiing dir liu cho phép minh ly giai y nghia méat ma.

ours of opera...
N6 ¢6 nghia Ia gi?

Theo mot khia canh I ling thi may tinh ] nhitng c4i hop dién o béng chét déo va kim logi, chira dymg bén trong ching céc vét tich clia dir igu da bi x6a
hodc di doi. Mot 6 dia clrng mdy tinh cling giong nhu mdt mang ludi nhitng 16 di va hanh lang bi mét, dan ban ngay cang xa hon vao trong cau tric b
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nhé clia mdy tish. Hoan toan ¢6 thé - tuy rét kho khin - xua tan nhitmg khoang tréng do, loai bo ching khéi dau tich cia cc dit figu trong qué khit, song
vi thong thirong phan 16n cac thong tin chiing ta da tao nén hay thu thap da dugc vinh vien e lai, vo hinh va bi chia thanh tirng manh.

Boling Itic ndy dang lang thang trong mjt me cung nhur thé, str dung mt s6 churong trinh tir ¢4m sinh vién anh day dé doc nhitng méanh vun dir idu b ket
lai trong nhi¥ng noi t&i tam, tira nhu nhitng manh linh hon vat vo 4m anh mdt ngdi nha vay.

Nghii vé cac bong ma lim anh chot nhé t6i dia DVD céu con trai Kathryn Dance d cho minh miron t6i qua. Béng ma trong vo sd. Anh hdi tudng lai
quéing thoi gian vui vé da trai qua tai nha cd, ciing nhur minh da thich thii dén mirc ndo khi giip ban bé va gia dinh Dance. Nhat 1 bon tré. Maggie thét
dang yéu va vui vé, va nhiéu kha ning, anh dam chéc khong chit nghi ngd ring cd bé s& trd thanh mdt phy nit ciing xuét sic khong kém gi me minh. Wes
¢6 phan d& tinh hon. Cau bé that d& bat chuyén va thong minh. Boling van thudng hinh dung xem céc con minh c6 thé s& thé ndo néu anh lp gia dinh
cung Cassie.

Liic ndy anh lai nghi dén c6, hy vong ¢6 dang hanh phuc vi cude séng m6i ctia minh tai Trung Qudc.

Gat nhirng suy nghi vé Cassandra sang mdt bén va tip trung vao cudc sin ma trong chiéc méy tinh. Anh dang tién gin t6i diéu gi d6 quan trong trong
chuoi ma nhi phan dugc dich sang cac chit céi tieng Anh thanh ours of opera.

B6 6c thich giai quyét cac cau db hoc bia ciia Boling, thudng dang tin cdy trong viée di toi nhitng budc tién ky la v& suy luan va phong doan, t dong
két uan ring nhig tir d6 1 mot phan ctia “hours of operation[1]”. Travis da nhlnthay nhitng tir 6 trén mang ngay trude khi ciu ta bién mat. Y nghiia
ctia phét hién nay c6 thé, chi ki ¢6 thé, nhimg tir d6 lién quan toi mdt noi cau thiéu nién quan tim dén.

[1. Thoi gian hoat dong. |

Ngit ndi mdy tinh khong hru tri¥ céc dir liéu ¢6 lién quan v6i nhau ¢ cling mot chd. Phan 3 cuia ours of opera ¢6 thé tImthay trong mdt ngin tu chét
choi dudi tang ham, trong khi tén ciia noi lién quan toi ching ddi khi nam dau do trén tAng 4p méi. Mot phan dia chi thuc té ¢ noi ndy, phan con lai ¢ noi
khéc. BY 6c cia mot méy tinh lién tuc dua ra cac quyét dinh v& phan ménh dir iéu va hru trit cac phan ménh d6 vao nhing chd hop Iy vi né song lai
khong the hiéu ndi véi nguoi thuong,

Va vay 14 Boling lan theo du vét, md mém qua nhitng hinh lang t5i om dAy nhitng hdn ma béng qué.

Anh khong nghi minh lai nhiét tinh tAn tm cho mdt dyr én dén mitc nay tir nhidu thang, tham chi nhiéu néim qua. Jonathan Boling wra thich cong  Viée 6
trurong dai hoc. Ve ban chat anh la ngudi to mo va thich sy thach thirc ctia nghién ciru va vidt lach, nhig cudc trao doi day phan khich voi cac dong
nghiép cung trurong va sinh vién, lam nhing con nguoi tré tudi do c6 himg thn dé hoc hoi. Nhin thiy d6i mét ctia mot sinh vién dot nhién sang 1én khi
nhirng chi tiét ngiu nhién ghép lai trong su ngd ngang thiu d4o voi anh qua 1 mot niém vui kho ta.

Nhung gioy dy, nhitng thoa méin va thing loi d6 dudng nhur tr6 nén nho bé. Hién tai, anh dang tham gia vao mdt nhiém vy dé ciru sdng tinh mang con
nguoi. Khong con thir gi khac quan trong hon ngoai gidi mé bi an ndy.

ours of opera...

Anh nhin vao thém mdt gian kho nira trong cn nha ma 4m Chéing ¢ gi ngoai nhimg déng di liéu chdng 1én nhau. Thém mdt dau mdi sai nita.
Thém véi lan g5 phim.

Ching c6 gi.

Boling viron vai, mdt khp xwong kéu ring ric tht to. Thoi no, Travis, tai sao c4u lai quan tim dén noi d6? C6 gi & né thu hit cau ha?

Va anh ban vin con md dén d6 chir? Ligu co phai ban cau lim & d6 khong? Hay anh ban mua gi do tir cic gia hing, 0 trung bay ctia n6?
Thém muroi phit nita.

B6 cudc chang?

Khong doi ndo.

Sau d6, anh lang thang vao mdt phin moi trong ving phén ming. Chép it va bét cuoi. Cling gidng nhur ghép céc ménh clia mdt birc tranh rdi rac lai voi
nhau, cau tra 10i cho ours of opera dan dinh hinh.

Trong khi nhin chéim chéim vao tén cta dia diém, moi quan hé cia n véi Travis Brigham tr nén hién nhién t6i mie 16 bich. Anh buc bi véi chinh minh
vi d khong thé suy doan ra n6 cho dukhong c6 dau mbi dir liéu ky thudt s6. Nhin vao dia chi, anh ly dién thoai ra va goi cho Kathryn Dance. Chudng
reo bon lan roi chuyén sang hop thu thoai.

Boling dinh giri tin nhin, nhung r6i nhin lai ghi chii ctia minh. Pia diém do ciing khong xa noi anh dang ngdi I miy. Khong qua mudi lim phi.

Anh dap dién thoai véi mot tiéng dong khé rdi dimg day, khoc a0 khoac 1én nguoi.

Pura it nhin mot cach v thirc vé phia birc anh chup Dance va céc con c6 ciing lii cho thing goc ¢ gita trung tim khung hinh, anh budc khoi phong



lam viéc va hudng ra ctra trudc toa nha cua CBL

Y thirc duoc diéu minh sip kim c6 thé 1 mot ¥ tudng rit té hai, Jon Boling bo thé gii o lai sau kng dé tiép tuc cude tim kiém ctia anh trong thé gioi
thure.

%

“R6 rang,” Rey Carraneo noi voi Kathryn Dance khi anh nay quay lai phong khach, noi c¢6 dang ngdi cting Donald va Lily Hawken. Khau sting ngin ctia
Dance dang nam trong tay khi ¢6 canh gidc nhin qua cac khung ctra s6 va vao nhiing can phong ctia ngbi nha nho.

Hai vo chdng chit nha, chodng vang va khong mim cudi nbi, ngdi trén mot chiéc ghé s6 pha méi, van con duge boc trong 16p vo nilon ciia nha san xuét.
Dance cat khiu Glock ctia minh di. C6 khdng mong doi cau thiéu nién c6 mit noi ddy - cdu ta nip ngoai san bén hong nha va 6 ve da kip thoi chay tron
khi canh sat t61 - song trinh d9 thanh thao ctia Travis trong tro choi DimensionQuest ciing nhur k¥ nang chién déu cua thang nhoc khién c6 phai ban
khoan liéu cé thé bang cach nao d6 né da lamra vé bd chay song ky thyre lai lan vao trong,

Clra mo, va Albert Stemple huc ludng ngd du Véo.ﬂ“Kh()ng‘ thé.y.’ Cau ta bié'n'r(k)i,” anh ta tho hén hén, ca vi cudc truy dudi 1Bn hau qua con lai tir loai hoi
hit phai & nha Kelley Morgan. “T6i da cho nguoi kiém tra dau pho va cudi pho. Ching ta ¢6 thém sdu xe nita dang trén duong téi. C6 nguoi da nhin
thay m0t ké méc 4o ni ¢6 mil trim kin dau dap xe dap lao qua cac con hém vé phia trung tim Toi da bao cdo. Nhung...” Albert nhin vai. Sau do, thim
tlr to con bien mat, d6i bot ndng né cuia anh ta nén xuong cac béc cau thang trong lic anh ta dira dé gia nhdp vao cudc san ling,

Dance, Carraneo Stample va nhan vién ciia MCSO d t6i trude d6 muoi phit. Trong khi gip g voi nhirg ngudi rét ¢6 thé da 1 muc tiéu, Dance chot
nay ra mot suy nghi. C6 nhd toi gia thiet ciia Jon Boling: Nghia 1a khi mo rdng di¢n muc tiéu ctia minh, rat cé thé Travis s€ nhdm tdi ca nhitng nguoi da
duoc nhac dén mdt cach tich cuc trén blog, thdm chi du nhitng nguoi nay khong heé viet gi.

Dance da dang nhap vao do lan nita va doc qua trang chii ctia blog.

Http//www.thechiltonreport.com

Mc:)t céi’tén xuﬁt hién 1a Donald Hawken, ngurdi ban cii ctia James Chilton, duroc nhéc téi trong myc Trén san nha. Hawken cd thé [a nan nhan Travis
nham dén khi d¢ lai cay thap tur trén doan duong 1ong gi6 ctia Xa 16 1.

Vay I ho 14 xe t6i nha Hawken voi muc dich dira ong va vo tranh khoi nguy hiém, ddng thoi thiét 1p gidm st theo di tai ngdi nha.

Nhung khi t6i noi, Dance d trong thiy mdt ngurdi doi mil trim dau, ¢6 vé nhur cam mot khau sing, in mo giira cc bui cdy bén hong ngdi nha. C6 da
cur Albert Stermple cung ngurdi nhan vién cia MCSO dubi theo ké xam nhép, con Rey Carraneo, voi Dance bam theo sau, lao vao trong nha, sting chia
ra san sang, d¢ bao v¢ Hawken va vg ong ta.

Hai ngudi ho van con run riy vi chin dong; ho da tuéng Carraneo 1 tén sat nhan khi anh méc thurong phuc x6ng vao qua ctra, sting gio cao.

Chiéc Motorola ctia Dance rung Ién, ¢6 tra 1oi. Lai | Stemple. “Toi dang & ngoai san sau. Tim thdy mdt cdy thip tw cim vao vat dat ndy, voi nhitng canh
hoa hong rai xung quanh.”

“Pa nhan rd, AL”

Lily nhém m¥ét lai, guc dau tira 1én vai chong c6.

Bdn hay nam phit, Dance thim nghi. Néu ho dén day mudn thém chimg Ay thoi gian, cip vo chong nay hin da chét.

“Sao lai i ching t6i?”” Hawken hoi. “Chiing toi ching lim gi ciu ta ca. Chiing t6i khong hé déng bai. Tham chi ching toi con chéing biét cau ta.”
Dance giai thich vé chuyén cau thiéu nién dang mo rong ddi twrong muc tiéu.

“Y ¢6 1a bét cir ai timg duoc nhiic dén trén blog déu dang gip nguy hiém?”

“Co v la vay.”

Rét nhiéu canh sat da d6 vé khu vire ndy chi trong vong vai phit, song nhitng cudc goi bdo cdo vé déu ndi rd khong thiy Travis dau.

Bang céch quéi quy ndo mot cau nhoc di xe dap c6 thé chuon duge chir? Dance thim nghi day that vong. Chi don gian l ciu ta bién mét. Nhung dén
dau chir? Tang hamnha ai d6 chang? Hay mdt cong truong xay dung bo hoang?

Bén ngoai, nhirng chiéc xe du tién clia gii bao chi bét dau md dén noi, nhing chiéc ban tai véi chio vé tinh gin trén nbc, cac tay miy quay bét dau
khoi ddng thiét bi ctia bon hg. Chuan bi d€ hAim néng hon nita con hoang loan trong thanh pho.

Vi ciing c6 thém canh sat xudt hién, trong d6 c6 vai nhdn vién tudn canh di xe dap.

Liic ndy Dance hoi Hawken, “Ong van con giit ngdi nha ciia minh ¢ ving San Diego chir?”



Lily d4p, “N6 dang duoc rao ban. Van chua ai mua.”

“T6i mudn hai ngudi quay trd lai d6.”

“A,” ngudi chdng n6i, “¢ d6 khong con do dac gi niva. N6 da duoc niém phong,”

“Ong ba quen ai c6 thé & nhd khong?”

“Bb me chdng toi. Cac con ctia Donald hién vin dang song cing ho.”

“Vay hdly quay lai 6 cho t6i khi ching toi tim thiy Travis.”

“T6i doan i ching t6i ¢6 thé,” Lily noi.

“Em héty dén do,” Hawken néi véi vo. “Anh khong thé bo roi Jim”

“Ong khong thé lam gi dé gitp Jim duoc dau,” Dance ndi,

“Chéc chin I c6 ddy. Toi c6 thé dong vién tinh than cho anh dy. Hién tai d mot thoi diém kinh khing. Anh 4y cAn nhirg ngudi ban.”

Dance 16i tiép. “T6i tin chéc ong Ay danh gié cao tinh ban chan thanh nay, nhung hily nhin vao nhiing gi vira xay ra. C4u thiéu nién do biét dng séng &
dau va rd rang nuon lam ton thirong cac vi.”

“C6 ¢6 thé bat duge cau ta sau nira gio nira.”

“Ciing ¢6 thé 1 khong. Téi thue sy can yéu cau ong, Hawken.”

Nguoi dan ong thé hién ra mot chitt chat thép clia mot doanh nhén. “T6i s& khong bo méc anh dy,” vé gay git bién mit khoi giong cua Hawken khi ong
ta n6i thém, “Toi cin phéi giai thich mot chuyén.” Mot cai liéc it that nhanh v& phia ngudi vo. Mot chit ngip ngimg, “Ngudi vo dau cia t6i, Sarah, qua
doi hai ndm trude.”

“Toi rét tiéc.”

M6t cai nhin vai cho qua ma Dance hiéu qué 1d.

“Jim bo hét moi thir; chi trong vong mot gio' anh & 4y da c6 mat trude cira nha toi. Anh 4y ¢ bén tdi va bon tre sudt mdt tuan. Gitp chiing t6i va gia dinh
Sarah trong moi viéc. D0 an, thu xép tang 8. Tham chi con im viée nha va giat d6. Lic 4y t6i hoan toan bj té liét. Toi khong thé lam dwoc gi. Toi nghi
hdi 4y c6 18 anh Ay da ciru c4 tinh mang minh. Va chiic chédn anh Ay da ciru vét sy tinh tao cta t61.”

Thém mot in nira, Dance khong thé dep sang bén hdi trc vé nhing thang dau tién sau cai chét ctia chinh chdng ¢6 - khi Martine Christensen, ciing giong
nhu Chiltop, da cQ mit bén ¢6. Dance s€ khong bao gid lam hai chinh minh, ¢d khong thé khi van con cac con, nhung da c6 rat nhiu lic, phai, c6 da
nghi c6 thé minh s@p hda dién.

Nit dc vu hiéu 15 sur trung thanh ctia Donald Hawken.

“Toi s& khong roi di,”” nguoi dan 6ng kién quyét nhic lai. “Co doi hoi thém ciing vo ich.” Sau d6 ong 6m Ay vo. “Nhung em hiy quay lai d6. Anh mudn
emdi”

Khong mot chit chin chir, Lily néi, “Khong, em & lai v6i anh.”

Dance d¢ y théy cai nhin do. Ton tho, hai long, quyét tam... Chinh tim c6 dap ron lén trong e thim ngh, ong ta da mat ngwoi vo dau tién, da hoi phuc lai
duoc va thém lan nira tim thay tinh yéu.

Chuyén d6 ¢6 thé xay ra, Dance nghii. Thiy chra?
R&i ¢6 tam déng canh cira cude sdng riéng tr lai.

“Puoc thol,” co mién cudng ddng ¥. “Nhung hai nguoi can roi khoi day ngay bay gio. Tim By mot khach san va & yén do, tranh 16 mét. Ching toi s cir
mot ngudi dén bao v¢ hai dng ba.”

“Puoc diy.”
Diing liic 4y mot chiée xe phanh kit dimg lai trrde ngdi nha, mdt giong ndi 1on tiéng vang én hoang hdt. Dance va Carraneo budc voi ra cira.
“Khong sao dau,” Albert Stermple ndi, giong ué oai kéo dai ra, chi thiéu mdi khiu am mién Nam. “Chi 2 Chilton thoi.”

Ong chit Ban tin ¢6 vé vira biét tin va da hdi ha tim dén. Ong ta voi va budc kn cac bac cap. “Co chuyén gi xay ra vay?”” Dance ngac nhién khi nghe



thiy vé hot hoang trong giong ndi ciia ong. Trurde day cd timg phat hién thiy sur tirc gidn, nhd nhen va ca ngao man, song 4m thanh nay thi chira bao gio.
“Ho 6n ca chir?”

“On c4,” ¢b ndi. “Travis da & ddy, song Donald van én. Ca vo ong dy ciing vay.”
“Chuyén gi da xay ra?” ¢d 40 khodc ctia 6ng ta xoc xéch léch hin sang mot bén.
Hawken va Lily budc ra ngoai. “Jim!”

Chilton chay t6i 6m iy ngudi ban ctia ong. “Anh khong sao chir?”

“Khong sao. Canh sat da dén kip lic.”

“Céc vj da bét duoe ciu ta chua?” Chilton hoi.

“Chura,” Dance n6i, trong doi Chilton tu6n ra mdt trang chi trich ho vi khong bt duoc cau thiéu nién. Nhung 6ng ta chi cim By tay c6 va nim chit.
“Camon, cam on moi nguoi. Céc vida ctiru song ho. Camon.”

C6 ling ting gat dau va budng tay ong ta ra. Sau d6 Chilton quay sang Lily véi mot nu cudi to mo.

Dance doan hai ngudi chua bao gid gip nhau true tiép trude day. Hawken e nay gioi thiéu ho voi nhau, va Chilton von va 6mhon Lily. “Toi rét xin 161
ve chuyén nay. To6i khong bao gio nghi n6 Iai c6 thé dnh hudng dén hai nguoi.”

“Ai c6 thé lwong duge chir?” Hawken hoi.

Vira cudi budn, Chilton vira ndi véi ban minh, “B%mg mot man chao don tdi Ban dao Monterey nhur thé nay, hén vo anh chéng mudn & lai. Chéc cd éy s
chuyén di ngay ngay mai mat thoi.”

Cudi ciing Lily ciing dé dat mim cuoi. “Toi ciing mubn Bm. C6 diéu ching t6i da mua rém cira 101, ¢6 hudng dau vé phia ngdi nha.
Chilton bat cudi. “Ba nha that vui tinh dAy, Don. Sao ¢6 iy khong & lai con anh quay vé San Diego nhi?”

“E 14 anh bi mic ket vdi c4 hai ching t6i 6.

Sau d6 Chilton tré nén nghiém tic. “Hai ngudi can roi khoi ddy cho t6i khi chuyén ndy két thic.”

Dance giai thich. “Téi ciing da ¢b thuyét phuc ho m vay.”

“Ching t6i s& khong di.”

“Don...” Chilton bt dAu noi.

Nhung Hawken bat cuoi, git ddu vé phia Dance. “Toi dugc canh sat cho phép rdi. Co nay di dong y. Ching toi s& dén an nau & mdt khéch san. Gidng
nhu Bonnie va Clyde vay.”

“Nhung...”
“Khong nhung gi hét, ong ban. Ching t6i & ddy rdi. Anh khong thé tong khir ching toi di duoc dau.”

Chilton dinh md miéng phan di, nhung r6i nhéan thiy nu cudi guong gao ctia Lily. C6 nhe nhang, “Toi ¢ anh s& khong thé khuyén bao co gai nay nhitng
ginén lam dauy, Jim”

Ong ta lai bat cudi. “Qua viy. Camon céc ban. Hay chuyén t6i mot khach san. O yén tai do. Sau mdt hay hai ngdy nita tit ca chuyén nay s& két thiic.
Moi thir s& trd lai binh thuong ™

Hawken néi, “Téi van chua gip lai Pat va céc cau bé ké tir khi chuyén di. Ciing da hon ba ndmrdi.”

Dance dua miit nhin Chilton. Con mjt diéu nita & ng ta ciing khac han. C6 ¢6 4n tuong minh dang nhin thy mit nhAn ban ctia con ngudi ndy lin dau
tién, nhur thé bién ¢ thiéu chit nira da trd thanh bi kich vira ban ndy da déy ong ta roi xa hon khoi thé giéi a0 dé tré vé véi thurc tai,

Cubc thanh chién lic ndy hoan toan ving bong, cho dit i tam thoi.
C6 dé nhirg ngudi ban cii & lai han huyén cing nhau va di vong ra déng sau. Mot giong ndi vang Ién tir trong bui cdy im 6 gidt minh. “Xin chao.”
(Cb ngodi lai dang sau va thy ngudi canh sat tré da gitp dd ho, David Reinhold.

“Chao cau.”



Anh ta mim cudi. “Ctr goi t6i | David. Toi nghe ndi Travis da ¢ ddy. Thiéu chit nira moi ngudi da tém duoc.”
“Ching t6i da ¢ rit gan. Nhung van chua di.”

Nguoi nhéin vién diéu tra mang theo mAly céi va fi kim logi d cii va triy xudc, bén canh ¢6 ghi MCSO - CSU[2]. “Xin 16 vi t6i khong thé n6i dugc gi
chic chan vé miy canh cdy & san sau nha ba, cdy thap tu do.”

[2. S& Canh sat Monterey — Di diéu tra hién truong, ]

“C4 t0i ciing vay. C6 thé chi [ tinh ¢ thoi. Néu toi it tia cay cdi dung nhur dang ra phai lam, chuyén d6 hin d ching bao gio xay ra.”
Do6i mét cau canh sat tré sang lén nhin v& phia c6. “Ba ¢6 ngdinha dep Em”

“Camon ciu. Bét clﬁp phﬁn san sau luom thudm.”

“Khong. Trong n6 thuc su rat d& chiw.”

C6 hoi nguoi nhan vién didu tra, “Con cau thi sao, David? Cau song & Monterey 4?”

“Trude day thi ding thé. Téi c6 ban cling phong, nhung cau dy 1oi di, vay 14 t6i bude phéi chuyén toi Marina.”

“A, rat camon nd luc cta cau. Toi s& ndi vai 1oi voi Michael O’ Neil.”

“That chir, Kathryn? Thé thi hay qua,” c4 khudn mét ciu ta sing bimg,

Reinhold quay di Vé‘l’bét diu phong toa khu san sau lai. Dance nhin cham chdm vio thir nAm ¢ giita mit khoang hinh thang dugc quay lai bang dai bang
vang: Cay thap tu cam sau xuong dat voi nhitng canh hoa namrai rac.

Tir chd do, dbi mit c6 ngude én nhin theo surdn dde thoai thodi clia nhimg ngon ddi tai Monterey xudng dudi vinh, noi ¢6 thé nhin thdy mot méng nit
nuée.

Mot tAm nhin bao quat that dep.

Song hom nay duong nhur tréng n6 ciing day de doa ching kém gi cai mét na khing khiép ctia Qetzal, con quy trong DimensionQuest.
Céau dang ¢ dau do ngoai kia, Travis.

Nhung ¢ dau, ¢ dau?

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chuong 28

Choi tro canh sat.

Lan theo dau vét Travis gidng nhu cach Jack Bauer[1] sin Ring bon khiing bé.
[1. Nhan vat dic vu trong seri phim truyén hinh zn khach 24.]

Jon Boling ¢6 mdt dau moi: Dia diém nhiéu khé niing Travis da giri bai dzng Ién blog c6 hinh v& c4i mit na va canh ghé ron dam ngwoi phy ni ¢6 vé hoi
giong Kathryn Dance. Noi ¢6 thé cdu ta da choi trd DimensionQuest quy hda ctia minh.

Cum tir “hours of operation”, anh tim thy tir nhitng khoang trdng phan mang trong chiéc may tinh xach tay ctia Travis lién quan t6i Lighthouse Arcade,
mot trung tdm trd choi dién tir va may tinh & New Monterey.

Théng ranh con hin qa mao hiém khi mo dén noi cong cong, tAt nhién rdi, néu xét ti (:‘ucf)c sin ling dang dién ra. Nhlrng mit khi céu nhéc chon 16 trfnh
cho mlnhmﬁt céc~h cﬁnﬂlajn, deo kinh ram, d@inﬂh@ythﬁ @i khac hon cai mil trim dau ma cac thdng bao trén tivi van md ta, thi han nhién, Travis van
¢6 thé lrgn 16 cho nay cho kia voi mirc d6 tu do nhat dinh.

B{:n canh d6, néu n6i dén choi trd choi truc myén dzic biét 1a thé loai nhap vai thi mdt ké da nghién ching s& khong con lyra chon nao khac ngoai mao
hiém véi nguy co bi phat giac.


http://ebookfull.net

Boling 14 chiéc Audi ctia minh roi khoi xa 16, t6i Del Monte, rdi sau d6 I Lighthouse, tién vao khu vire noi Lighthouse Arcade toa lac.

Vi gido sur cam thdy it nhidu phén khich. Anh dang & ddy, mot 6ng thiy bon muroi mdt tudi séng chit yéu nhd vao b 6¢ ctia minh. Anh chua bao gios nghi
vé ban than nhu ngurdi thiéu 1ong can dam. Anh timg leo vach nii d4, lin bang binh oxy, truot tuyét d6 dbc. Hon nita, thé gii ctia nhimg ¥ tuéng ciing
mang trong nd nguy co gy ra tac hai - t6i sy nghiép, danh tiéng va ca sy hai long. Anh d tranh dAu v6i chuyén nay clng cac dong nghiép. Anh ciing
ting 1a myc tiéu cta nhitng cude cong kich dly 4c ¥ trén mang, giéng nhur nhiing gi xdy dén v6i Travis, cho dui duroc viét kha hon vé chinh ta, ng¥ phap
va d4u chdm cau. Gan ddy nhét, anh con bi cong kich vi bay t6 quan diém chdng lai viéc chia sé tai nguyén da dang ky ban quyén.

Khong hé ngo t6i sy khdc liét cua nhitng don mia hrdi. Anh da bi nhuc ma. .. bi goi d mdt “ga tur san chét tiét”, mot “4 diém ctia dam doanh nghiép I6n”
Boling déc biét thich cach goi “gido su hily diét hang loat”.

Mét s dong nghiép trén thuc t€ da khong thém chuyén trod voi anh nita.

Nhung tt nhién nhitng van dé & hai anh timg trai qua ching 1 gi hét néu so sanh véi nguy hiém Kathryn Dance va cac dong nghiép ctia ¢6 phai doi it
hang ngay.

Va ciing 1 nguy hiém s hién nay anh dang lim vao, anh thdm nghi.

Choi tro canh sat. . .

Boling hiéu minh hitu ich cho Kathryn va nhimg ngudi khic. Anh rét vui vi diéu do, va vui vi ho thira nhan nhing déng £6p cta minh. Song, sau mot thoi
gian can ké qua trinh didu tra, Fing nghe nhitng cudc dién thoai, quan sat khuon méit Kathryn khi ¢6 don nhén thong tin vé cac toi ac, bt gap ban tay ¢o
tim t6i khdu sting bén hong mot cach vo thirc. .. Anh cam thay bi théi thiic duge nhap cudce.

Vi con gi nita khong, Jon? Anh giéu cot hoi chinh minh.

A, phai, ¢6 thé anh dang c6 giy 4n turong voi nit dic vu kia.

Thét ngd ngén, anh cam thiy ghen ty chit it khi chimg kién c6 va Michael O’Neil gip g& nhau.

Anh ban dang hanh dong hét mdt cau nhoc choai choai.

Déu vay, ¢6 diéu gi d6 & Dance lamanh cam thiy rit hao himg. Boling chua bao gio du kha néng giai thich didu d6 - ma thue ra ai c6 thé chir? - khi mbi
lién h¢ do6 xay ra. Va no luon xuat hién rit nhanh hodic ching bao gio xuat hién. Dance dang dc than, anh ciing vay. Ban than da vuot qua chuyén vé
Cassie (dugc 1di, gan nhur c6 thé coi 1 hoan toan); liéu Kathryn da tién gan t6i chd co thé hen ho tr6 lai chura? Boling tin minh da nhan dugc vai tin hiéu
noi ¢b. Song, lim sao chic chéin duoc day? Anh khong hé so hiru ki ning ciia ¢6 - vé ngdn ngit co thé.

N6i chinh xéc hon, Boling 1 mdt ngudi dan 6ng, mot gidng loai dirgc trang bi vat lidu di truyén thich hop cho viée ing quén.

Boling d6 chiéc A4 miu x4m ctia minh gan Lighthouse Arcade, mot con phd nim ké bén hang 6 thé giéi do & phia bic Pacific Grove. Anh nh¢ vé thoi
khu ndy con nhirg co s kinh doanh nhé va nhitng cin ho bé hon bay gidy, mang cai tén New Monterey, timg 3 mot Haight Ashbury[2] thu nho, nim
ket gitta mot thanh phd quén sy dm 1 va mdt khu cau nguyén ton gido (khu Lovers Point ctia Pacific Grove dugc dit tén theo nhimg ngudi yéu quy Jesus
chir khong phéi nhitng ngudi yéu nhau). Ngiy nay, noi ndy tré nén nhat nho nhu bat cir con phd throng mai nio & Omaha hay Seattle.

[2. M6t quan & San Francisco. ]
Lighthouse Arcade 1 mdt noi ti tam, i tan va phai roi, sdc mii game - 4, qua | mdt cach choi chit anh nong 1ong dugc chia sé voi Dance.

Boling dura nit dao mdt vong quanh chdn siéu thue bdn phia noi day. Céc game thii - phan I6n 1 nhirg cau bé - ngdi tai cac may, nhin chim chi lén
man hinh, thao tac can dicu khién va gd ao ao trén ban phim. Céac phong choi ¢ trong cao uon vom duoc phu vat licu cach &m mau den, ghé ngoi déu
rat thoai mai, c6 lung tya cao va boc da.

Tét ca nhing gimot cau thiéu nién can cho trai nghiémky thuét s6 déu co & day. Bén canh miy tinh va ban phim con ¢6 ca nhimg b chup tai deo trén
dAu dé ngin tiéng On, microphone, ban di, cac thlet bi diéu khién nh Vo lang xe hoi va can lai may bay, kinh 3D, cling ca mdt kho cac loai 6 cim ngudn,
USB, Firewire, cap nghe nhin va nhitng kiéu két ndi la king hon. Mt s6 chd c6 ca cac thiét bi Wii[3].

[3. Méy choi game thé hé 7 ctia hang Nintendo. ]

Boling da timg viét bai vé xu huéng mdi nhét trong thé gi6i trd choi: Nhimg budng choi hoan toan khép kin, bét dau khoi xuréng tir Nhat Ban, noi i tré
¢6 thé ngdi hét g0 ny sang gio khac trong mot khong gian riéng tur t6i tim, hoan toan tach biét khoi thé gi6i thue dé choi cac trd choi dién tir. Py la
mdt bude phat trién tit yéu ¢ mdt qudc gia ¢6 tiéng vé hikikomori, hay “khép minh”, mot 16i séng ngiy cang phd bién hon, trong d6 nhitng nguoi tré tudi,
phan I6n 14 nam thanh nién, thiéu nién va dan ong truong thanh, tré nén tich bigt, khong bao gio 101 khoi phong ctia ho trong hang thang, thdm chi hang
ndm troi, hoan toan chi giao tiép théng qua méy tinh.

Tiéng On & day co the lAmnguoi ta quay cudbng: Vo van am thanh duoc tao ra tir cong nghé k thudt s0 - tiéng nd, tiéng sing ban, tiéng kéu cta du loai
dong vat, nhing tiéng rit, tiéng cudi ky quéi - va vo sb giong ndi khong thé phan biét duoc ciia qua nhidu nguoi dang ndi vao microphone, trd chuyén
cing céc game thi khac dang & dau do trén thé giéi. Nhimg ciu tra 101 vang 1én trong loa. Thinh thoang, nhiing tiéng kéu va nhitng than tir phu hoa lai
vong ra thAt thanh tix trong cb hong nhiing ngudi choi dang thét vong khi bi chét hay nhén ra mot sai 1Am chién thuat ctia ban than.



Lighthouse Arcade, mot vi du dién hinh cho héng nghin dia diém twong tw khiip toan cau, dai dién cho bién gii cudi cing ctia thé giéi thyre trude khi ban
gieo minh vao thé gidi do.

Boling cam thiy rung dong theo nhip bén hdng minh. Anh i xubng nhin dién thoai di dong. Tin nhén tir Irv, nghién ctru sinh clia anh, viét: Stryker vira
dang nhap vao DQ nam phit trudc!!

Nhur thé bi bop tai, Boling bat gidc nhin quanh. Liéu ¢ phai Travis dang & dy? Vi cac vach ngin, chi c6 thé nhin thiy dong thoi mdt hay hai chd choi.

O qudy, mdt nhdn vién toc dai dang ngdi, hoan toan dimng dung véi tiéng on; anh ta dang doc mdt tiéu thuyét khoa hoc vién twéng. Boling lai gin. “Toi
dang tim mdt dira tré, mdt cau nhoc vi thanh nién.”

Anh chang nhan vién nhuéng mdt bén may lén gidu cot.

“To1 dang tim mdt cai cay trong rirng,”

“Vang?”

“Céu ta choi DimensionQuest. Anh c6 dé ¥ thy ai trong khoang ndm pht vira qua khong?”

“Khong c6 thi tuc diing ky. Ong chi can xéng. Ong c6 thé mua ching & day hay dén chd méy ban,” anh chang nhan vién than trong nhin Boling. “Ong 1
bb cauta a?”

“Khéng. Chi mudn tim cau ta thoi.”

“T6i ¢6 thé xem qua cac may chit. Tim xem ¢6 ai dang dng nhip vao DQ lic nay hay khong.”
“Anh c6 thé chu?”

“Ving.”

“Hay qua.”

Nhung anh chang nhan vién van ching hé cira quy gi dé di kiém tra cac méy chit; cau ta chi nhin Boling chiim chidm qua mdt mang toc cau ban xda
xuong,

A. Hiéu rdi. Ching ta dang throng hrong. Mot céch rt-riéng-tur, Boling thim nghi. Chi nhy miit sau, hai & hai muroi d6 la da bién mét trong téi quén
jean nhem nhudc cuia cdu nhan vién.

“Tén nhan Vvt ctia ciu ta i Stryker, néu diéu d6 c6 thé gitp ich.”

Mot tiéng cudi gan. “Toi quay lai ngay,” chang nhan vién nhay khoi ghé xudng san. Boling thdy anh ta xuat hién & phia xa ctia ciin phong va budc vé phia
van phong.

Anh ta quay lai ndm phtit sau do.

“Phai, ¢6 mdt ngudi tén k Stryker, cau ta choi DQ. Vira dang nhap vao. Méy bén muroi ba. O déng kia.”
“Camon.”

“U.” Chang trai tr6 lai voi cubn tiéu thuyét khoa hoc vién tudng ctia minh.

Boling h01 ha suy nghi: Minh nén im gi ddy? Yéu cau nhin vién cho so tan noi ndy chéing? Khong, néu thé Travis s& biét chuyén. Chi cn goi 911.
Nhung t5t hon nén tim hiéu xem cdu ta ¢6 modt minh hay khong, Liéu cu nhéc c6 mang theo sing khong?

Anh murong tirong minh binh than di qua bén canh, giat sing khoi thit lung Travis va chia vao cdu cho t¢i khi canh sat dén.
Khong Pumg im vdy. Trong bét ctr hoan canh ndo.

Hai long ban tay w6t md hoi, Boling tir tn di vé phia mdy 43. Anh dua it nhin nhanh vé phia géc d. Trén mén hinh miy tinh | khung canh cta
Aetheria, song gh€ trong khong,

Ciing chiing ¢ ai & cac 161 di. May s6 44 khong c6 nguoi choi, nhung & s6 42 ¢6 mot ¢d bé toc ngin miu xanh luc dang choi mt trd vo thudt.
Boling budc dén bén 6 bé. “Toi xin Ib1.”

C6 bé dang tung ra nhimng ct don bia b6 vao mot ddi thit. Cudi ciing, sinh vat kia ngdl Ein ra chét va nhan vat ctia ¢6 bé leo 1én cai xac chit diuno ra.
“Um, vang?” ¢6 bé ching bun ngudc miat nhin,



“Cau thiéu nién vira m6i & ddy choi DQ. Cau dy dau rdi?”

“Um, 16i khong biét. Jimmy di ngang qua, n6i gi do, vy 1a cau dy bo di. Mot phit trude day.”

“Jinmy 1 ai vay?”

“Ong biét d4y, anh chang nhan vién.”

Khi that! Minh vira tra bon muroi d6 dé gi nhoc chét tiét d6 xua Travis di. Minh qua | mdt tay com ctr.
Boling liéc nhin v& anh chang nhn vién, lic ndy van diém nhién mé mén véi cubn tiéu thuyét cia cu ta.

Anh ddy manh cira 1i ra, lao ra ngoai. Poi it anh, da quen V6 bong 61, cam thiy bi chéi. Anh dimg lai trong dudng hém, nhin hét sang trai rdi sang
phai. Va thoang thdy mot thanh nién dang hdi ha budc di, dau cti gim

Pimg lam gi ngu ngdc, anh diin ban than, Ky chiéc BlackBerry tir trong bao dung ra.
Phia trur6e, cau thiéu nién vimg chay. Boling ciing lao theo.
Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 29

Hamilton Royce, t6i tir viin phong Chuong Iy tiéu bang & Sacramento, ngit lién lac dién thoai. N6 ndm i rii trén tay trong lic 6ng ta nghi lai vé cude ddi
thoai vira dién ra ctia minh - mdt cudc doi thoai duroc thyre hién bang thir ngén ngit ¢6 tén Loi N6i Lai ctia Chinh Tri va To Chure.

Ong ta nan lai trong sanh toa nha CBI, cén nhéic c4c lra chon.

Cudi cling, 6ng quay lai vin phong ciia Charles Overby.

Vién phy trach khu vire dang ngdi trén ghé, doc mdt bai turong thuat dang hrdt di trén man hinh méy tinh trrde mét cia giéi bao chi vé cude diéu tra. Bai
tuong thuat ke lai tuong tan canh sat da can k¢ voi viéc bat dugc ké sat nhin tai nha mdt ngurdi ban cia chi blog song lai d€ song mat cdu thi€u nién, va
cau ta da tau thoat dé r6i c6 kha ning tiep tuc khing bo thém nhicu ngurdi & khu vire Ban dao Monterey.

Royce thdm nghi chi don thudn déing tin canh sét da ctru séng mdt ngudi dan vo t6i s& khong c6 duoc stre thu hit nhw cach tiép can mi hang tin da Iya
chon.

Overby gd phim, mit trang tin khac xuat hién. Tay phong vién chuyén trach theo ddi cude diéu tra c6 vé thich goi Travis 1 “Sét thii trod choi dién ti” hon
12 md ta cau thiéu nién voi cai miit na hay nhitng cay thap tu ven dudng. Tay phong vién ndy con mo ta ca cach thire thi pham hanh ha cac nan nhan
trude khi giét ho.

Va chang hé ban tm t6i sy that chi ¢ mdt ngurdi bi chét va anh chang khén kho da bj bén vao dau trong e ¢d bo chay. Nhitng chi tiét hén s& im gizm
thi€u an tuong v hanh ha.

Cubi cting, vién thanh tra n6i, “Vay dé:ly, Charles, ho dang ngity cang quan tim hon. O chd Chudng Iy tiéu bang.” Ong ta nhdc dién thoai cia minh lén
nhu gio phu hi¢u ra trong mdt cude bét giit vay.

“Tét ca ching ta déu rét quan ngai,” Overby ndi theo. “Ca khu virc ban dao déu quan ngai. Cudc didu tra nay hién tai thue sur 1 wu tién hang dau cia
chiing ta. Nhur t61 da ndi,” khuon mét 6ng toi sam “Nhung li€u Sacramento c6 gi khong hai long voi cach thire ching toi xi tri va an khong?”

“V& ban than viéc do thi khong,” Royce dé cau tra 101 ¢6 nhur khong 4y Ion von quanh dau Overby nhu mdt con ong bép cay.
“Chiing t6i dang im moi thir ¢6 thé.”

“T6i rét 4n trong voi ¢6 nhan vién ciia 6ng. Dance.”

“A, Dance 1 mdt nhin vién hang dAu. Khong gi lot khoi nit c6 dy.”

I3
A

MOt céi git dau hos himg, trdm ngim “Ong Chudng ly cam thiy rit budn cho céc nan nhan. Toi ciing thé,” Royce trot that dam huong vi cam thong vao
giong n6i ctia minh, va ¢b nhé lai xem Fin cudi ciing 6ng ta thue sy thdy budn phién 1 khi ndo. C6 1& 1 e 6ng ta véng mit khi con gai phai md cip ciru
rudt thira vi dang ¢ trén giudng véi nhén tinh,
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“Mot bi kich.”

“T6i biét minh dang c6 vé n6i di n6i lai mai mot viee. Nhung ti thue sur cam thiy cai blog d6 1 mot ric 161"
“Ding thé,” Overby tan thanh. “N¢6 chinh 1 it bio.”

M6t noi yén finh va tao thanh mdt khoanh troi xanh trong dep d&, Royce thim dinh chinh trong dau.

Nguoi phy trach khu vire cia CBI goiy, “A, Kathryn da khién Chilton dng mdt thur ngd kéu goi cau thiéu nién ra dau thi. Va éng ta da cung cip cho
chiing ta vai thong tin chi tiét vé may chil - mdt may chu ty nhiém & Scandinavia.”

“Toi hiéu. Chi k... Chimg ndo blog d6 con ton tai, nd van s& a i nhéic nhé cho biét chuyén ndy chura durge giai quyét xong xudi,” ham y: “Boi cac Vi
Toi s€ ti€p tuc tro lai voi cau hoi vé mot dicu gi @6 hitu ich cho ching ta, mdt thir vé Chilton.”

“Kathryn noi ¢o dy luon dé miét t6i diéu do.”

“Cb Ay quéa ban. Toi tyr hoi lidu ¢6 phai cd 4y da timra diéu gi d6 i hay khong, Toi thue swr khong muén dic vu Dance bi phan tim khoi cude didu tra.
Toi nghi minh ¢6 thé tim hiéu it nhiéu.”

“Ongu?”

“Ong khong phan dbi ch, dung khong nao, Charles? Néu t6i xem qua céc hd so mdt chit. Toi ¢ dé dem lai mot gdc nhin moi. Thye ra t6i cd 4n tuong
la Kathryn co thé qua tir t.”

“Qua tir 62

“Ong rét séc sao, Charles, khi tuyén dung c6 dy,” ngudi phu trach don nhén 11 khen ngoi ndy, cho du Royce thira biét Kathryn Dance da hién dién som
hon sy ¢6 mit ctia Overby tai van phong khu vire nay cta CBI dén bon ndm Ong ta n6i ticp, “Rat thong minh. Ong nhén thay ¢6 ay I mot lieu thude
giai doc cho sy hoai nghi ctia nhitng ké gia nua nhwr 6ng va t6i. Song cai gia phai tra [a mdt chit. .. nong noi.”

“Ong nghii ¢6 4y da tim duoc g d6 vé Chilton m khong hé biét sao?”
“C6 thé im”

Overby trong c6 vé cang thing, “Néu vay, toi s& thay it 6 4y xin I6i. Hy coi d6 Ia mot chit sao nhang, sao lai khong thé ch? Vi cudce diéu tra lién
quan dén ngudi me, 6 dy khong thé tap trung trdm phan trim vao vu an ndy. C6 dy dang kim tot nhat c6 thé r6i.”

Hamilton Royce I mt nguoi co tiéng tan nhdn. Song 6 ong ta hén s& khong bao gio ban dirmg mot thanh vién tn tuy, trung thanh trong ddi ctia minh bang
mdt 101 binh Iuén nhur vira r6i. Royce thim nghi qua thure gan nhur ¢6 the coi |4 4n trong khi chitng kién ba phdm chét den i nhét ctia ban chit con
ngudi duge phd bay ra ngang nhién dén thé: hén nhét, dé tién, phan triic. “Dance ¢6 & phong m viéc khong?”’

“Pé t0i fim xem,” Overby nhic dién thoai 201 mdt cude, ndi chuyén voi ai 6 ma Royce doan 1a trg Iy ctia Dance. Ong ta gic may.
“Cb 4y van con ¢ hién truong, tai nha Hawken.”

“Neu da Vay, 01 s& chi nhin qua mdt chit cho biét thi,” nhung sau do duong nhur Royce lai ny ra mot y nghi. “Tét nhién, s& t6t hon néu toi khong b
quly rdy.”

“T6i c6 y ndy. Toi s& goi lai cho trg Iy clia Dance, bao ¢6 ta m viéc gi d6. Mot viée loanh quanh, kit vit. Van ludn c6 cac bao céo can sao chyp. Hay
13, t61 bict roi: BE nghi c6 ta bay to cam nghi vé cuong do va gior giac lam viéc. Nghe s& hop 1y khi t6i muon biet mirc d¢ hai long cua ¢6 ta. Toi dung la
loai cap trén do. Co ta s& khong nghi ngo c6 gi bat thwong.”

Royce r0i khoi phong lam viée cta Overby, bude xubng theo hanh lang, nhing ng r& ctia né ong déu da nh6 nhu in, va dimg lai gin phong lam viéc cua
Dance. Ong ta doi ngoai sanh cho 61 khi thiy ngudi phu nit - mot tro 1y nhin rat ¢6 néng hre tén i Maryellen — nhan duge mot cude dién thoai. Thé rdi,
V6i mdt c4i cau miy day ban khoan, b ta dimg day di ngwoc n hanh lang, cho phép Hamilton Royce durgc tur do Iy loi.

%

Khi Jon Boling chay t6i cudi con hém, anh dirng lai nhin sang bén phai, xudng cubi mot con phd nhé, theo huéng Travis da bién mt. Tir chd nay, it
dat ddc thoai thoai xudi vé phia vinh Monterey, va san sat nhitng ngdi nha be bé mit tang danh cho mdt gia dinh, nhitng toa chung cur miu be va ndu
vang rat nhiéu mang cdy xanh. Cho dui dai 16 Lighthouse déing sau lung dong nghit xe cd qua lai, con phb nho hoan toan ving vé. Mot min swong mi day
da lan ti va canh quan xung quanh chim trong mau xam

Puoc 1di, gio thi ciu nhoc da cl,luf)n mét, anh thim ngtii, Kathryn Dance xem chimng s& khong méy 4n tuong voi nang hyc tham tir ctia anh. Boling goi
911 va cho biét minh da nhin thiy Travis Brigham, dong thoi bao dia diém cta minh. Nguoi nhdn tin cho hay mit xe canh sat s€ ti trung tAm tro choi sau
nam pht nira.



Puoc rdi, thé a qua dii cho vide cur xir nhur mdt cau bé vi thanh nién, Boling tw nhii. K§ ning ctia anh 14 hoc thudt, giang day, phan tich kién thirc.

Thé gi6i ctia y twomg, chir khong phai ctia hanh dong

Anh quay ngudi tré lai khu trung tAm trd choi dé gip chiée xe canh sat. Nhung rdi mot y nghi chot loe Ién trong dAu anh: Cudc truy dudi ndy rit c6 thé,
16i cho cing, cting khong qué xa la voi tinh cach cta anh. Co thé thay vi la mot conbongbotdanongngongan, nd ganhonvmsu thira nhin mdt khia
canh chinh déng trong ban cht: Tra 1 cau hoi, vén mén bi mét, giai quyét cau db. Chinh x4c nhitng gi Jonathan Boling van ludn km: Thu hiéu xa hoi,

trai tim va khoi 6¢ con nguoi.

Thém mdt day nha nira. Liéu c6 gi khong duoc chir? Canh sat dang trén duong t6i. C6 khi anh s& tim duroc ai do trén duong trong thiy cau nhoc chui
vao mdt chiéc xe hoi hay leo qua ctra s6 mt can nha gan do.

Anh quay lai va bat dau lao xudng con hém xdm xit, lao xao cat soi chay vé phia mét nuée. Anh tir hoi khi ndo minh s& gip lai Kathryn. S6m thoi, Boling
hy vong,

Qua thyc, d6i nit nmiu xanh luc ctia Dance dang I hinh anh ndi bt trong tAm tri anh khi cau thanh nhién chui ra tir phia sau mot thing rac cach do ba
foot va x6ng tdi chet lay co Boling. Ngtri thay miii quan 4o d4 lau chua giat va md hoi vi thanh nién, Boling ngt tho trong khi i dao mau tréing bac bt
dAu tir ton di chuyén lai gn c6 hong minh.

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 30

Vira tro chuyén qua dién thoai, Kathryn Dance vira phong nhanh t6i trurdc ngdi nha ctia James Chilton & Carmel. Trong lic dd xe, c6 n6i voi nguoi goi
10i ngiit méy. “MOot 1an nita, xin camon.”

Nir dic vu xudng xe, budc t6i chiée cong vu ctia S& Canh sat hat Monterey, trong d6 c6 mdt nhan vién dang ngdi canh gioi.
C6 lai gan anh ta. “Chao, Miguel.”

“Dic vu Dance, ¢6 thé nao? Moi thir van yén finh ¢ ddy.”

“Tbt. Ong Chilton quay vé rdi phai khong?”

“Vang”

“Anh 6 thé gitip t6i mdt viéc khong?”’

“Tat nhién.”

“Hay ra khoi xe va dtmg déy, c6 thé twa ngudi vao cira, dé moi ngudi trong thiy rd anh.”

“C6 chuyén gi sao?”

“Toi khong rd. Hay ctir ding day mot lat. Cho du chuyén gi xay ra di nita, dung di dau.”

Ngudi canh sat c6 vé khong chic chan Eim song van ra khoi xe.

Dance budc tdi trude va bam chuéng, Con ngudi sanh nhac trong c6 nhan ra mdt ndt hoi sai tong trong dm thanh cudi cling.
Chilton md ctra, chop it khi nhin thiy Dance. “Moi thir vin 6n ca chir?”’

Sau d6, khi dura mét ngoai nhin ra sau, Dance ly cong tay ctia ¢6 ra khoi bao dung,

Chilton nhin xudng, “C#i gi. ..?”” 6ng ta thang thit.

“Quay nguoi lai va dua hai tay ra sau lung.”

“Chuyén gi thé nay?”

“Ngay lap tirc! Lamdi.”
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“Pay la...”

C6 nam Ky vai 6ng ta va xoay lai. Chilton bt dau lén tiéng, song ¢6 chi n6i, “Suyt,” v tra cong vao. “Ong bi bt vi xam nhdp bat hop phép bat dong san
tur nhn.”

“Cai gi? Cta ai?”

“Pit clia Amold Brubaker — dia diém xay nha may khir min.”

“Poi d4, ¥ c6 mudn ndi toi chuyén hom qua?”’

“Phai.”

“C da cho toi vé!”

“Khi d6 ong chura bi bat. Con bay gios thi c6 ddy,” ¢6 nhéc lai nhitng 16 canh bao v6i nghi pham

Mot chiéc Sedan mau sam lao nhanh t6i trén dudng, 1§ vao, chay theo 16i di réi soi dan dén ngdi nha. Dance nhan ra d6 B mot doi thude Tudn cénh Xa
10. Hai si quan ngdi trén bang gh¢ trude - hai ngudi dan 6ng lyc ludng - dua it nhin Dance v6i vé t0 md va bude ra khoi xe. Ho nhin vé phia chice
cong vu ctia S& Céanh sat hat va canh sat vién Miguel Herrera, nguoi dang ap tay Ién may bd dam deo bén hong nhur thé mudn goi cho ai d6 xem tinh
hinh ra sao.

Hai ngurdi moi dén ciing bude vé phia Dance va ngudi cd vira bt giit. Ho nhin thdy cong tay.

Bang giong ling ting, Dance hoi, “Céc anh i ai?”

“A.” nguoi 16n tudi hon trong hai si quan canh sét n6i, “Tuén canh Xa 1 California. Ba 12 ai, thura ba?”

C6 Iyc tim vi trong tiii xach tay va dira thé cong vu ra. “Toi | Kathryn Dance, CBI. Céc ong mubn gl & day?”

“Chung 61 toi ddy dé bt gitt James Chilton.”

“Can pham cta t6i?”

“Cua ba?”

“Diing thé. Ching toi vira bt gitt ong ta,” ¢o dura it vé phia Herrera.

“Nay, doi mot phit da,” Chilton git lén.

“ImIang,” Dance ra Iénh.

Nguoi canh sat cao cép hon néi, “Chiing t6i ¢6 Iénh bét giam James Chilton. Va nh tich thu cac may tinh, tai liéu, ho so cong viéc clia Ong ta. Bét ctr
thr gi lién quan t6i Ban tin Chilton.”

Hai ngudi canh sat dua cac to Enhra.

“That 16 bich,” Chilton n6i. “Chuyén quai quy gi dang dién ra & day vay?”
Dance gin giong, “Im ling,” rdi quay sang hai vién canh sét. “Vi toi gi vay?”
“Xamnhap bét hop phap.”

“Vao dit riéng ctia Amold Brubaker phai khong?”

C6 bat cuoi. “Ciing chinh vi Iy do 4y ma t6i vira bét giit ong ta.”

Ca hai ngudi canh sét déu tron it nhin 0, 10i ngo sang Chilton, ¢6 vé nhur dé cau gio, roi timg nguoi mdt déu git dau. Hién nhién | ca hai ngudi ho
déu chua bao gio tri qua tién I¢ nao tuong tu.

“A,” mpt trong hai canh sat noi, “chiing t6i c6 mdt lénh bit.”

“T6i hiéu. Nhung 6ng ta da bi bét rdi va CBI ciing da kiém soat vé& mit phap Iy cc tai liéu va may tinh ctia 6ng ta. Chiing t6i chudn bi tich thu ching sau
vai phut nita.”

“Day dung a mdt trd ngu ngde méc dich,” Chilton budt miéng,



“Thura Ong, t0i s& dé tAm dén 11 18 ciia 6ng ddy,” ngudi tré hon, va ciiing to con hon, trong hai nhn vién canh sat, noi.

Tét ca cing im bat.

R&i Kathryn Dance v& ra mdt ny cudi trén khudn nit. “Doi da. Ai dd yéu cau phat lénh bét vay? C6 phai Hamilton Royce khong?”

“iing thé. Tir van phong Chudng Iy tiéu bang & Sacramento.”

“0, ding r6i,” Dance cam thiy nhe nhdm. “Toi xin 161, day 1 mdt hiéu nhdm. Téi I dac vu phu trach diéu tra vu xdm nhdp trai phép nay, song chiing toi
vudng phadi mdt ban khai ¢6 tuyén thé, va toi buoc phai tri hodin viéc bit giit 6ng ta. Toi da n6i chuyén ndy voi Hamilton rdi. C6 & ong Ay nghi t6i dang
qua ban ron voi vy Cay thdp ty ven duong...

“Hoa ra Ia tay Sat Thu Mit Na. Vay ra ba dang phu trach vu 4677

“Mot v tht ky quéi.”
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“Phai, ding the,” Dance tan thanh. R&i néi tlep, “Nhiéu kha nang Hamilton cho rang i qua bén ron voi vy d6 nén ong dyda quyet dinh tw xr Iy vu xdm
nhap bét hop phap » Pép lai la mdt cai gat diu khong miy tan thurong, “Nhung thing thin ma n6i, 6ng Chilton khién t6i buc dén mirc t6i rit mudn t tay
duoc bam cong”

C06 né mdt nu curdi voi am muru [am hai canh sat kia xao Iang nhanh chong.

Réi Dance néi tiép, “Pay 14 16i ctia t6i. Pang ra t@i phai cho ong éy l?iét. Pé i goi dién mit 1at,” cd ]éy dién thoai deo bén thit hng ra va bamsb, roi gt
dau. ‘,’Téi 1 dac vu Dance,” ¢0 n6i va giai thl’Cl‘l v€ viéc minh dang bat giir James Chilton. Sau m0t chit im king. *“T6i da cong tay 6ng ta roi. .. Ching t6i
dé giy to lai chd tru so... Chic rdi,” ¢ git dau. “Tt,” Dance ndi véi giong két luan, rdi ngat may trong khi giong phu nit & dAu day bén kia cho hay
nhiét d§ hién tai la murdiba do va du kién ngaty mai s& c6 mura tai Ban dao Monterey. “Tat ca da duoc dan xép, t0i s& bét giit ong ta,” Dance mim cudi.
“Trr khi c4c anh thue sy mubn mit cong ding doi bbn gi0 & khu tam giam tai Salinas.”

“Khong hé, nhur ba mudn thoi, dic vu Dance. Ba can gilip gidi ong ta ra xe khong?” ngudi canh sét to con dang nhin James Chilton nhur thé 6ng ta ning
hon thé trong thure sur dén ca triim can va chi cdn gdng co tay 1én 1 ¢6 thé bé giy cong.

“Khong can dau. Ching ti xoay x¢ dugc.”

Sau mdt cai gat dau chao, hai ngudi canh st quay ra, leo én xe ciia ho va roi di.

“Nghe t6i noi ddy,” Chilton gin giong, mét do bam. “Chuyén ndy thit ngd ngln, va co biét thé.”
“Chi can 6ng tha Iong ngudi ra, duge chir?” Dance xoay 6ng ta lai va thio cong ra.

“Tét ca chuyén ndy I gi vdy?” Chilton xoa xoa hai cd tay. “T6i nghi c6 dang bt giir t6i co ma.”
“Ding thé. Song t6i da quyét dinh tha 6ng ra.”

“C6 dang choi tro chét tiét gi vay?”

“Khong, t0i dang ctru ong ddy,” Dance cit cong vao trong bao dung. Vira mim cudi, ¢d wira vay tay v6i anh chang Herrera dang ban khoin khong hiéu
chuyén gi. Anh ta git dau dép lai.

“Ong dang bi de doa, James.”

Trude d6 khong ki, Dance nhan duge mdt cude dién thoai tir tro' 1y clia minh. Maryellen da nghi ngd khi Charles Overby goi dén mdt Anhéixem
Dance ¢6 ¢ try s¢ hay khong, r6i sau d6 goi lai d€ nghi téi phong lam viéc ctia dng ta dé thao luan vé mirc d¢ thda mén cuia ba ta vai cong viée, mot dicu
chura bao gio xay ra trude day.

Trén duong dén phong im viée ctia Overby, ngudi phu nit da dimg chn, nén lai “Cénh nha ctia cac quy ¢6”, nip sau mot hanh lang nho. Hamilton
Royce lén vao phong lam viée ctia Dance. Sau chimg ném pht, 6ng ta quay ra, lay dién thoai di dong thue hién mot cube goi. Maryellen da tiép candu
gAn dé nghe dugc mdt phéan ctia nd — Royce dang goi t6i mot thim phan tai Sacramento, c6 vé [d mdt ngudi ban, yéu cau phat lénh bét Chilton. Vi
chuyén gi d6 lién quan t6i xAm nhdp bat hop phap.

Maryellen khong hiéu dugc ndi tinh ciia nhitng gi da dién ra, song van goi ngay cho Dance dé bao tin, 16i tiép tuc di tdi phong Overby.

Dance ké lai tom tit cu chuyén cho Chilton nghe, song bo qua cai tén ctia Royce.

“Ké ndo dimg dang sau chuyén d6?” 6ng ta ndi xung.



Dance hiéu rd Chilton, bang mdt bai binh luan, thé ndo ciing s¢ tAn cong bat cir ai dimg dfing sau viéc ra Iénh bég ong ta. C6 khong thé chap nhan dugc
thir 4 mOng truyeén thong do viée d6 gy ra. “Toi s& khong tiet 10. Tat ca nhing gi toi ¢6 thé ndi I ¢6 ngudi muon blog ctia dng bi ngimg hoat dong cho
den khi ching t6i bat duoc Travis.”

“Taisao?”

Nir diic vu nghiém giong n6i, “Cng mot Iy do khi t6i mudn nd bi dinh chi hoat dong, Pé ngin moi nguoi dang bai va cung cap thém muc tiéu cho
Travis.” Mot nu cudi thoang qua. “Va vi ¢6 vé khong duoc hay lam cho tiéu bang néu ching t61 khong lam tat ca nhitng gi ¢ thé dé bao vé cong ching
- dong nghiia voi viéc dong ctra blog ctia 6ng lai.”

“Dong cira blog la ot cho cong ching sao? Toi vach trén nhitg hanh d6ng tham nhiing va cac van nan; ti dau ¢ ¢ vii ching,” dng ta ha giong, “Va co
bat t6i d€ bon ho khong thé thure thi énh d6?”

“Phai.”
“Tiép theo s& I gi day?”

“MOot hay hai diéu. May nhan vién canh sat s& quay vé& don, bao cho cAp trén ho khong thé thrc thi Iénh bét vi dng von da b bét roi. Va chuyén d6 s&
tr6i qua.”

“Thé con diéu thir hai?”

Mot cude va cham giita phén va quat[1], Dance thim hinh dung, C6 khéng néi i, chi nhin vai.

[1. Dance am chi t6i cau “the shit hits the fan”, nghia 1a mot chuyén rat kho chiuxay ra.]

Nhung Chilton da doan ra. “C6 ty minh can thiép vi t6i? Tai sa0?”’

“Toing ong. Ong da hop tac voi ching t6i. Va neu ong; mubn biét modt 1y do khac: Toi khong tan thanh véi tit ca quan diém ctia ong, nhung toi nhét tri
ring ong ¢6 quyén duoc ndi ra nhimg gi minh mubn. Néu ong sai, dng c6 thé bi kién va t0a 4n s& phan xur. Nhlmg 61 s& khong tré thanh mdt phén trong
mdt phong trio canh gide ndo d6 dé khoa miéng ong lai chi vi nguoi ta khong thich cach tiép cn clia ong.”

“Camon,” 6ng ta ndi, va su biét on hién Ién rd mon mot trong d6i mit Chilton.

Hai ngudi bt tay. Chilton lén tiéng, “T6t hon t6i nén quay lai vao mang

Dance tr6 ra ngoai duong va cam on Miguel Herrera, nguoi canh sat van dang ban khoan, 10i quay lai xe ctia minh. C6 goi TJ, dé lai tin nhéin yéu cau
anh ta tim hiéu tri¢t d€ vé than thé ctia Hamilton Royce. C6 muon biét minh vira chude thém loai ké thii nao.

C6 vé nhu mot phan cau hoi do sap duge tra 10i; dién thoai ctia ¢6 rung, va danh tinh nguoi goi hién 1én sb ctia Overby.

A, t6t thdi, c6 van doén tir dau ddy s& Ia diéu thir hai.

Phan va quat. ..

“Charles.”

“Kathryn, t6i nghi ching ta ¢6 chit van dé. Hamilton Royce dang ¢ dy véi ti qua loa ngoai.”

C6 chot mudn dura dién thoai ra xa khoi tai minh.

“Dic vu Dance, chuyén Chilton bi ¢6 bét giit nay 1 thé nao vay? Va ca chuyén bén CHP[2] khong thé thire hién Iénh bt ciia ho nira?”’
[2. Californian Highway Patrol: Tuan canh Xa 1 California.]

“T6i khong con hya chon nao khac.”

“Khong co lya chon? Y ¢6 13 sa0?”

C gang giit cho giong binh tinh, ¢6 néi, “Toi da di dén quyét dinh Ia khong mudn dong cira blog, Ching ta biét Travis doc n. Chilton da giri thur ngo
cho cdu ta. Rt c thé cau ta s& doc nd va cb ging lién lac trén blog, Pé thurong hrong diéu kién dau thi.”

“Puoc 1di, Kathryn,” Overby nghe ¢6 vé tuyét vong, “Xét mot cach tong thé, Sacramento cho rang tdt hon ca nén déng ctra nd. C6 c6 dong y nhur vy
khong?”

“Khong that sy, Charles. Con bay gio, Hamilton, 6ng da xem qua hd so gidly tor ciia t6i, dung khong?”

Mot khoang ngimg day de doa tura nhu mdt bai min. “Toi khong tim hiéu bat cir diéu gi ndm ngoai théng tin cong ching da biét.”



“Khong quan trong, Pay [ mdt hanh vi xAm pham trach nhiém nghé nghiép. Tham chi con c6 thé i mdt hanh dong pham phap.”

“Kathryn, qua that,” Overby phan déi.

“Péc vy Dance,” Royce lic nay van giit vé binh than, ong ta tang lo Overby cting ngon lanh chiing kém gi ¢6. Dance nhé lai mdt quan sat mang tinh quy
Juat chung trong nhiing ln thamvan ctia minh: Mot ngudi biét kiém sodt ban than | mdt ngudi nguy hiém. “C6 nguoi chét, va Chilton khong hé ban tim
Du gi dinita, phai, chuyén d6 lam tit ca ching ta trong that &, tir co t6i Charles, cho dén CBI va ca Sacramento. Tét ca ching ta. Toi khong ngai khi
phai thira nhan diéu do.”

Dance chang hé quan tam t6i thir ly I€ cta 6ng ta. “Hamilton, néu 6ng thir im chuyén gi twong tr mdt lAn nita, cho dui ¢6 Iénh bét hay khong, tit ca s&
dén tai Chudng Iy ti€u bang va Thong doc. Va ca bao gioi nita.”

Overby dang n6i, “Hamilton, y ¢o dy a...”

“T6i nghi ng Ay biét qua 16 y do6 1a g, Charles.”

Sau do, dién thoai ctia ¢6 reo tit it véi mdt tin nhén tir Michael O°Neil. “T6i cin doc tin nhiin,” c6 ngit cude goi, bo roi ca sép ctia minh lAn Royce.
K-

Travis bi phét hién & New Monterey. Canh sat mat d4u cu ta. Nhung c6 béo céo vé mdt nan nhan nita. Da chét. O Carmel, gin cudi Cypress Hills
Road, phia tay. To6i dang trén duong dén. Gap c6 tai d6 nhé?

-M
C6 nhén tin tra o4, Vang. Va chay t6i xe.

Bat dén nhay cong vy, thir ¢6 thudng xuyén quén mét réng chiéc xe duoc trang bi sin - nhitng diéu tra vién nhur Dance hiém khi phéi choi nhitng man
dudi bat ndng bong,.. C6 hoi ha 1ai xe lao di trong rang chicu am dam

MOot nan nhan ni¥a. ..

Vu tin cong hdn da xay ra khong lau sau khi ho ngin chin dwoc toan tinh nhim vao Donald Hawken va vo ong ndy. C6 da ding. Cau thiéu nién, nhiéu
kha nang do buc doc vi khong thanh cong, da 1ap tirc di tim mdt nan nhan khac.

Co tim thy ngd 1&, phanh gap 10i tir t6n lai chlec xe dai xubng con duong dong qué 1ong 6. Cay cbi xanh twroi, song bau troi am dam da lam mat hét
méu sic cta thire vat, dem dén cho Dance 4n trong c6 dang lac vao mot thé gioi khéc.

Gibng nhur Aetheria, mién dt trong DimensionQuest.

C6 murong tuong ra hinh anh Stryker trudc mét minh, thoai méi cam thanh kiém ctia hén ta.

tuj thuk su mun hOk, c4u c0 th3 d4yj cho tyj? Ch3t...

Va ca bure hinh nguéch ngoac c4u ta v& ludi kiém dam xuyén qua nguc 6.

Mot chdp sang thu hit doi mit Dance: Nhitng chép sang tréng va mau.

C0 l4i xe téi va dd ]a~1 bén canh nhitng chiéc xe khac - cta S& Canh sat hat Monterey - va mit xe ban tai ctia doi Diéu tra Hién truong. Dance ra khoi
xe, hurong toi ddmhon don. “Chao,” c6 gt dau véi Michael O’Neil, cam thay that nhe nhdm khi gip anh, cho du day chi la mdt thoang tam thoi tach ra
khoi vu an con lai.

“Anh kiém tra hién trrdng chura?” ¢ hoi.

“Toi ciing vira moi dén,” nguoi thanh tra giai thich.

Hai nguoi ciing di t6i vi tri thi thé néim, duoc phii mdt tm vai nhya mau lyc sdm. Nhirng dai béng phong t6a hién trurdng miu vang dm dam ciia canh sét
d4nh d4u dia diém

“Ai d6 da phat hién ra nan nhan ding khong?”’ ¢ héi mdt nhan vién canh sat cia MCSO.

“lng vay, ddc vu Dance. Mot cudc goi t61 911 ¢ New Monterey. Nhung khi nguoi cia ching t6i t6i ddy nan nhin da chét. Va ca vi cong dan guong
mau kia ciing di r6i.”

“Nan nhan 14 ai vay?”” O’Neil hoi.

Ngudi canh sat dap, “Toi van chura . Tinh canh nan nhan ¢6 vé rat kinh khing. Travis lin niy ding dao chir khong phai sting. Va dudng nhu thil pham



da bo ra kha kha thoi gian.”
Anh ta chi vao mot bdi co cach duong chirng nam muroi foot.

Dance va O"Neil bude di trén nén dat cat. Sau mdt hay hai phut, ho t6i khu vire dugc phong toa bang bang day, tai ddy sau canh sat, mac canh phuc lAn
thurong phuc dang dimg, Mot nhan vién doi Diéu tra Hién trrdng dang cti rap ngudi bén canh thi thé duoc phi mdt tim vai nhira méu luc.

Ca hai gat dau chao nhén vién diéu tra ctia MCSO, mdt ngudi gbe La Tinh ddy da, Dance timg cong tac nhiéu ndm qua.
“Cé gi vé danh tinh nan nhan chua?”” ¢b hoi.

“Mot didu tra vién da tim duoc vi ctia nan nhén,” nguoi cénh sat ra diu vé phia thi the. “Hién ho dang tién hanh kiém tra. Tt ca nhitng gi ching ta bit
cho t6i gio 1a dan 6ng, khoang bon muroi tudi.”

Dance nhin quanh, “T6i doan khong phai bi giét & day, ding vy khong?” Khong hé c6 tur gia hay nha cira ndo gin bén. Va ciing khong thé ¢6 chuyén
nan nhan di bd hay tap chay & cho nay - vi khong c6 con dudng mon nao.

“Ding thé,” ngudi canh sét n6i tiép, “Khong c6 nhidu mau im. C6 vé nhur thi pham da dura thi thé dén ddy va bo lai. Tim thiy vai vét 15p xe trén cét.
Ching t6i doan Travis da ding chinh xe ctia nan nhan sau khi némanh ta vao cop. Giong nhu ¢6 bé dau tién d6. Tammy. Chi ¢6 diéu lan nay thi pham
da khong doi thuy triéu Ién. Han da ddm anh ta dén chét. Ngay sau khi biet duoc danh tinh nguoi da khuat, chung ta 6 thé thong béo truy tim chiéc xe.”
“Ong chic Travis da m chuyén ndy chir?”” Dance hoi.

Nguoi canh sat mo 1o, “Rdi ¢d s& thiy.”

“Va nan nhdn bi tra tin?”
“Co vé la vay.”

Ho dung lai canh di biing phong toa ctia doi Didu tra Hién truong, cach thi thé chimg mudi foot. Neuwdi nhén vién thude nhom Ay trong bo trang phuc
4o lien quan nhu mt nha du hanh vil try, dang tién hanh do dac. Anh ta ngwde nhin én va thay hai sTquan. Anh git dau chao, nhuéng mot bén may lén
sau cip kinh bao h9. “C6 mudn nhin 42 anh ta hoi.

“Phai,” Dance tré 104, thim nghi iéu ¢ phai anh ta hoi vy vi nghi mt phu ni s& khong thoai mdi khi nhin thy canh tan sat hay khong, Vay day, chuyén
d6 van xay ra, cho du vao thoi dai nay va ngay hdmnay.

Déu trén thire té c6 dang b ly hét can dam. Ban chit cong viée ctia ¢6 lién quan chi yéu t6i ngudi song. Dance chira bao gior dat dugc sy mién dich
hoan toan trude hinh anh nguodi chét.

Anh ta bit d4u nhic tim vai che ra thi mdt giong n6i vang Ién tir sau heng c6. “Déc vu Dance?”

(b ngodi lai nhin va thiy mot ngudi canh sat méc canh phuc khac dang budc vé phia minh. Anh ta cam thir gi d6 trong tay.
“Vang?”

“C0 6 quen ai tén I3 Jonathan Boling khong?”’

“Jonu? C6,” cd dang nhin chim chim vao tim danh thiép nim trén tay ngudi canh sét. Va nhd lai mot ngudi ndo d6 da Ay vi ctia nan nhén di dé xac
minh danh tinh,

Mot y nghil khiing khiép 16e Ién: Khong I& nan nhén I Jon?

Tamtri co thyc hién mdt bude nhay cia nd — A t6i B t6i X. Liéu c6 phai Boling da tim hiéu dugc @i d6 tir méy tinh ctia Travis, hay trong qua trinh tim
kiém céac nan nhin, vi Dance khong ¢ nha nén Boling da quyét dinh tyr minh dicu tra?

Oi, khong!

C6 liéc nhin O’ Neil trong khoanh khéc, d6i mt hién rd kinh hoang va lao vé phia thi thé.
“Nay!” nguoi nhan vién didu tra hién trudng hét n. “C6 im hong hién trudng bay gio!”
Dance tang I anh ta va 1t phing tAm vai nhura ra.

Va kéu Ién thang thot.

Dance chim chiim nhin xudng, trong tim trang nhe nhdm pha An kinh hoang.

Khong phai 14 Boling,



Nuoi dan ong gy g0, dé rdu, mic quan vai v 4o so'mi tréing da bj dam fién tiép nhiéu n. Mot bén mit dos dai hé mo. Mot cdy thap tu dugc rach lén
tran nan nhan. Nhiing canh hoa hong, mau do, duoc rai Ién khap nguoi ong ta.

“Nhung cai ndy tir dau téi viy?” c6 hoi vién canh sat i trude, git dau vé phia danh thiép ciia Boling, giong van con run rdy.
“T6i dang cd ndi véi ¢d - anh Ay dang & chd rdo chin dudng, ding kia. Vira li xe dén. Anh dy mubn gip 6. Khin cip.”
“T6i s& ndi chuyén voi dng a‘iy sau mdt phut nita,” Dance hit vao that sau, run réy.

Mot canh sat khac téi,‘ cérp theo vi ctia nan nhan gi'ung trong i nilon. “Pa xac dinh duge danh tinh. Tén Ong ta 1a Mark Watson. Mot k¥ su da nghi huu.
Roi khoi nha di mua d6 may gio trude. Khong thay quay ve.”

“Nan nhan 14 ai vay?”” O’Neil hoi, “Tai sao 6ng ta lai bi chon?”
Dance tho tay vao tiii 4o khodc ciia minh, Jy ra danh séch tét ca nhimg ngudi duoc nhéc t6i trong blog va c6 kha ning tré thanh muyc tiéu b tAn cong,

“Ong dy da viét trén blog - mdt bai tré 0 trong chit dé Nang luong cho nhan dan. V& nha méy di¢n hat nhén. Khong hé dong y hay bat dong véi Chiton
ve vi tri dédt nha may. Mot bai viet trung lap.”

“Vay I bt cir ai c6 lién quan t6i blog gidr ddy déu co thé gap nguy hiém.”
“Toi nghi vay.”

O’Neil nhin k§ hon, dét ban tay minh lén canh tay c6. “C6 khong sao cha?”
“Chi. .. hoi s¢ m0t chitt.”

Dance chot nhén ra minh dang min mé danh thiép ctia Jon Boling, C6 néi v6i O’ Neil s& tim hiéu xem vi gido sur mudn gi va bét dau di xudng theo con
duong, nhip tim dén lic nay mdi bat dau binh thirong trd lai sau con lo sg.

Bén kia dudng, ¢6 bt gip anh dang dimg canh xe ctia minh, ctra dé mo. C6 cau may. Trén ghé hinh khach B mdt ciu con trai vi thanh nién tdc vudt
dung dimg. Cau ta miac mot chiec 4o phdng Aerosmith bén trong chiéc 4o khodc mau ndu sam

Boling vy tay ra hiéu cho c6. C6 nhan ra ngay vé khin cap trén khu6n mt anh, mot biéu hién that bat thudng noi anh.
Va trong tAm trang nhe nhom tot o, c6 cam théy anh hoan toan én ca.

Cam nhan nay nhudng chd cho to md khi ¢b nhin thiy thir méiic vao dai lung quén ctia anh; Dance khong thé doan chic, song duong nhur d6 1 can ctia
mdt con dao to.

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tur Ven Puong dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.
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Dance, Boling va chang trai vj thanh nién dang ngdi trong phong lim viéc ctia ¢d tai try s CBI. Jason Kepler mudi bay tudi, 12 hoc sinh trrdng trung hoc
Nam Carmel. Chinh cdu ta méi [a Stryker, chir khong phai Travis.

Travis d4 tao ra nhin vt no nhiéu ndm trude, song da ban lai trén mang cho Jason, cting véi “trm, mdt déng Danh Vong, diém Sinh Mang va Tai
Nguyén di kem”

Cho du nhitng thir d6 c6 1a gi dinira.

Dance nhd Boling timg n6i vdi ¢6 cac game thii ¢6 thé ban di nhitng nhén vat ctia ho ciing nhu cdc mon db khac trong trd choi.

Anh ké lai viéc minh da tim thy trong dit liéu ctia Travis ¢6 lién quan t6i gior gidc hoat dong ciia Lighthouse Arcade.

Dance rit biét on voi viée truy tim va kham pha xudt sic ny ctia anh (Di chic chén mot lat nita day 0 s phai chinh anh mot trén vi khong Ip tire goi
cho 911 sau khi dodn ra Travis dang ¢ trung tm gidi trf dién tir va da tw y mot minh bam theo doi trong). Trén ban Bm viéc cua cd, phia sau lung ho,
ndm trong mt phong bi dung bang chimng, 1 con dao Jason d ding dé de doa Boling. D6 1 mdt vii khi nguy hiém, va cau thiéu nién v& mit Iy thuyét da

pham to1 tan cdng ciiing nhur hanh hung ngudi khac. Dau vay, vi thire ra Boling ciing khong hé b thirong, con c4u ta da tinh nguyén giao ndp con dao,
Dance s& rat vui ong danh cho ciu mt min canh céo nghiém khic.


http://ebookfull.net

Boling Itic ndy dang thudt lai nhitng gi da xay ra: Ban than anh la nan nhan cta mt cuge giding by, bi llia vao trong boi cau nhoc vi thanh nién hién dang
ngdi trude mit ho. “Hay ké cho ¢6 ay nghe nhitng gi cau da néi véi toi.”

“Chuyén i thé ndy, emlo cho Travis,” Jason n6i véi ho, miit ms to. “Hai ngudi khong biét cam giac phéi chimg kién mdt ai d6 1a ngudi thén trong gia
dinh bi tan cong nhu cdu ay trén blog dau.”

“Gia dinh ctia em?”

“Vang Trong trd choi, & DQ, hai dtra 1 anh em. Y 12 em va cAu Ay chira bao gior gip hay lim quen ngoai doi, song em biét cau Ay rét r3.”

“Chura bao gio gép sao?”

“A, c6 chir, nhung khong phai ngoai thé gii thue, chi trong Aetheria thoi. Em mubn gitip cau 4y. Nhung trude hét em can timra cdu 4y da. Emda cb
£oi, gri loi nhin, nhung van khong lién lac dwoc. Tat ca nhimg gi em 6 the nghiira la ndn na lai ¢ khu trung tm tro choi. Néu may man em s& thuyet
phuc duoc cau dy ra dau thi.”

“V6i mit con dao hay sao?” Dance hoi.

Hai vai cau ta nhd 1én, rdi lai tha 1ong xubng, “Em nghii nd ciing chéng hai gj ai.”

Cau ta gy dén khiang khiu va xanh xao mdt cach dm yéu. Hién tai dang I ky nghi hé, va that mia mai im sao, nhiéu kha néing thoi gian nay cau thiéu
nién con ra khdi nha it hon nhiéu so véi mia thu va mia dong, khi cau ta budc phai dén truong,

Boling tiép tuc man thuat ghuyén “Jason dang ¢ Lighthouse Arcade khi toi dén noi. Nglrorl nhan vién quan ly 13 ban cau ta, vay nén khi t6i hoi vé Stryker,
anh chang no lAam b di kiém tra thir gi d6, song ky thurc anh ta dang n6i cho Jason bict vé to1.”

“Nay, cho emxin I6i di. Em khong dinh ddm anh hay Eim trd gi t¢ hai. Em chi mudn tim hiéu xem anh 2 ai, va ligu anh 6 biét Travis dang ¢ dau khong
thoi. Emnao c6 hay anh lai [ nguoi ctia Cuc Biéu tra.”

Boling ngurong ngiing mim cudi vé man hoa than vao vai déc vu ctia minh. Vi gido su noi thém ring minh biét Dance muén trao ddi v6i Jason, song ban
thin nghi tot nhat I3 dua cdu ta dén thang cho co thay vi doi canh sat thanh pho xuat hién.

“Chiing t6i cting chui vao xe va goi cho TJ. Céu ta cho ching t6i biét noi c6 dang 6.”
M6t quyét dinh sang sudt, va méi chi tiém can pham phép.

Gio Qén lrot Dance noi, “Jason, ching ti cing khong mudn Travis b ton thwong. Va ching t6i khong mudn cdu dy lim ton thuong bét cir ai khac. Em
¢6 thé cho chiing t6i biét liéu cau ta c6 thé di dau khong?”

“Cau 4y co thé & bét ctr dau. Céuyéy thue sy rt thong minh, chi biét ddy. Cau Ay biét lam thé nao dé sbng sot trong rimg giira thanh thién bach nhét.
Travis Ia mt chuyén gia.” Cu thicu nién nhin thay vé kh6 hiéu ctia hai ngu6i va néi, “Anh chi bict day, DQ la mot tro choi, song nd cling la thure t€. Y
em I3, néu ban & Rang N Phia Nam, nhiét d9 s€ tut xuong t6i &m nam muroi d9, ban budc phai hoc cach giit am, néu khong s bi chét cong, Va ban
cting can tim cho minh thirc an, nurée ubng, moi thir. Ban phai tim hicu xem nhitng loai cay no an toan va nhiing loai dong vt ndo c6 the an. Cach thire
dé nau va du trir lrong thue. Y em1a trong tro choi hg c6 nhitng cong thirc ché bien thuc sur. Nguoi choi bude phai nau ding cach, néu khong nhiing
mon d6 s€ khong thanh duge.” Céu ta bat cudi. “Co nhitng anh chang newbie ¢o thir choi, va bon ho Iudn to vé “Tat ca nhitng gi ching t6i nuon a danh
nhau véi bon khong 16 va quy’ nhung roi két cuc bon ho bi chét ddi vi khong lo duge cho chinh thAn minh.”

“Em cting choi véi nhimg ngudi khac, ding vay khong? Liéu c6 thé co ai trong sb ho biét Travis nhiéu kha ning dang & dau khong?”

“Chéc 1a khong, em da hoi tat ca moi ngudi trong gia dinh va ching ai biét cau dy & chdn ndo.”

“C6 bao nhiéu nguoi trong gia dinh ctia em?”

“Khoang mudi hai nguoi. Nhung chi ¢6 ciu iy va em séng & California.”

Dance khong khoi kinh ngac, “Va tit ca bon em séng ciing nhau? O Aetheria?”

“Vang, Embiét vé ho con & hon cac anh em trai thue su ctia minh,” cau thiéu nién bat cudi u am “Va & Aetheria, ho khong danh dap hay an cép tién
cuaem”

Dance to md. “Em c6 bd me chit?”
“O thé gi6i thire Ay 4?” cau thiéu nién nhin vai, mot cir chi duge Dance dich ra thanh “ft nhidu 1 thé”.
C06 noi, “Khong, ¢ trong tro choi kia.”

“Mot sb gia dinh c6 déy. Bon em thi khong,” d6i it cAu ta hién rd vé budn ba. “Nhu thé bon em s& cam théiy thoai mai hon.”



C6 mim cuoi. “Em biét khong, chi va emda gip nhau rdi ddy, Jason.”

Jason cii mit xudng, “Vang, em biét. Ngai Boling da ndi véi em Emda giét nhAn vt ctia chi. Em xin 16i. Emnghi chi chi la mot tay moi choi dang tim
cach choc pha bon em vi Travis. Y emmudn ndi 14 gia dinh em - & phai, toan bo hoi ctia bon em - da bj nhuc ma du duodng vi cdu dy cling nhu nhiing bai
viét trén cai blog do. Chuyén nay xay ra nhiéu lAn. Mot d4m nguoi mo chlen dich tn cong tir tan phia bic téi Pao Thach Anh dé x6a s6 bonem Ca
nhém da trung thanh véi nhau va ngiin ho lai. Nhung Morina bi giét. C6 4y 1 em gai. C6 Ay da sng lai nhung bi mét hét Tai Nguyén.” Céu thiéu nién giy
gudc nhin vai. “Em da bi giy hin rat nhiéu, chi biét ddy. O trrdng. Chinh vi thé em chon mdt nhan vat ki chién binh. C6 & dé gitp minh cam thiy dé chiu
hon. Trong tro choi d6 khdng ai dam coi thudng em”

“Jason, c6 mt diéu c6 thé s& hitu ich: Néu em cho chiing t6i biét nhitng chién thuat Travis ¢6 thé dimg dé tan cong ngudi khéc. Cau ta thurong ra don
voi ho the nao. Cac loai vil khi. Bat cur dicu gi ¢é thé giip chiing t6i timra cach doan trude cau ta.”

Nhung cédu thiéu nién c6 vé ban khoan. “Céc chi thuc su khong biét nhidu v& Travis, phai khong nao?”

Dance von dinh néi ho d biét tham chi qua nhidu. Song nhirng ngudi thim van biét khi ndo nén dé d6i twong nim quyén chi dao. Vira dira it nhin
Boling, c6 wira noi, “Khong, chi doan la khong,”

“Emmudn cho hai nguroi xem mdt thir,” Jason ndi va dimg ddy.

“O dau?”

“O Aetheria.”

Kathryn Dance lai mdt ln nita ding nhan vt Greenleaf, ic nay d& hoan toan sng lai.

Trong khi Jason gd ban phim, nhin vat ctia cdu ta xuét hién trén man hinh, tai mot khoang rirng thlI?L Giéng nhu An tru(:yc, bi canh that dep, nhfmg hinh
anh do hoa rd nét t6i mirc dang kinh ngac. Hang chyc nhén vat khac dang di lai xung quanh, m6t s mang vii khi, mt so mang véc tii hay bao, so khéc
dat stc vat.

“PAy i Otovius, noi Travis va em thurong xuyén t6i. Mot noi rit hay... Chi khong phién chir a2”

Céu ta cli ngudi ra trude, vé phia ban phim

“Khong,” Dance ndi voi cau thiéu nién. “Ct tiép tuc di.”

Cauta g tiép, roi nhin duoc mdt tin nhin: “Kiaruya khong ding nhap”,

“Chanqua.”

“Ai vay?” Boling hoi.

“Voem”

“Céi gi c0?” Dance hoi cau nhoc murdi bay tudi.

Céu ta d6 bimg nit. “Bon em cudi nhau miy théng trude.”

Co bat cuoi kinh ngac.

“Nam ngodi, em gip c6 bé ndy trong tro choi. Co Ay rt tha vi. Co dyda vuot qua ca Ring Nti Phia Nam Mot minh! Chua bi chét lan ndo. Va em voi
c6 ay thich nhau. Bon em cting thure hién vai cude phiéu ru. Em cau hon. A phai, ding hon thi 1a ¢6 ay. Nhung em ciing nuon thé. Vay 1a bon em cu6i
nhau.”

“Nhung thre ra c6 dy 13 ai?”

“Mot ¢b nang ndo d6 & Han Qudc. Nhung c6 4y bi két qua xAu ¢ vai mdn hoc...”

“Trong thé gi6i thure 42” Boling hoi.

“Vang, Véy i b me ¢6 4y cit tai khoan cia ¢ 4y.”

“Vay Ia cac emly hon?”

“PAu c6, chi | tam ding modt thdi gian thdi. Cho dén khi diém toan ciia ¢6 Ay dat diém B trd lai,” Jason néi thém, “Vui lim. Phan Ién nhitng cap cudi

nhau trong DQ gitt nguyén quan hé hon nhéan. Trong thé gioi thre, rat nhidu bd me ctia bon em bé nhau. Em hy vong c6 4y s& som tr6 lai. Emnhé ¢d
ay.” Cau ta chi mt ngdn tay Ién man hinh. “Pugc roi, gio' chiing ta vao trong nha da.”



Theo chi dan ctia Jason, nhén vat Dance sam vai di vong quanh bi canh, hrét qua bén canh hing chuc nguoi va sinh Vat.

Jason dn ho t6i mdt véch d4. “Ching ta ¢6 thé di b t6i d6, nhung chi biét ddy, fam thé s& mét thoi gian. Chj khong the tra tién thué mot chuyén Pegasus
vi chi chura kiém dugc ti vang nao. Nhung em cé thé cho chi diém di chuyén,” cau ta bat dau gd phim. “Né trong giong nhur thir bé em van bay.”

Céuta g5 vao mdt mit khiu ndo do, rdi cho nhén vat leo 1én mot con ngira ¢4 canh, va ho bay it lén. Chuyén bay qua 14 nin thé. Ho 40 4o 6t di trén
canh vét, luon vong qua nhiing dam miy day. Hai mat troi chay ryc trén bau troi xanh ngit, va thinh thoang nhirng sinh vat bay khac lai lao vut qua, cling
nhu nhing chiéc khi cau c6 diéu khién va nhitg c& may bay ky la khac. Bén dudi, Dance nhin thiy cac thanh phd, ling mac. Va & vai chd, nhitng d4m
chay.

“Nhiing chd 4y 1 cac tran chién,” Jason n6i, “Trong hao hing im.” Nghe giong ndi ctia ciu ta ¢6 vé nhu nudi tiéc vi da bo 1 co hoi chém bay vai cai
dau.

M6t phtt sau, ho t6i bo bién - dai duwong nhudm mdt mau xanh huc long lanh - va tir t6n ha canh xudng mot swon ddi thoai thoai nhin xubng mit mrée
cudn song,

Dance nhd Caitlin timg n6i Travis thich bo bién vi né goi cau ta nhé t6i noi ndo do trong trd choi ciu ta van choi. Jason day c6 cach xudng ngura. Va tu
Dance diéu khién Greenleaf t6i cho Jason chi dén, mdt ngdi nha kieu thén qué.

“D6 1a ngbdinha. Bon emda cting nhau xay no.”
Gidng mdt trang trai xay dung hdi thé ky murdi chin vay, Dance tham nghi.

“Nhung Travis kiém toan bo tién va cung cip do dac. Cau Ay tra tién ngdi nha. Bon em thué dam khong 16 lim nhitng viéc nang,” Jason ni thém voi
chit mia mai.

Khi nhén vat ctia Dance dén bén cira, Jason doc cho ¢6 cau mit khau. C6 doc lai vao microphone ctia may tinh va canh cira mo ra. Ho cling bude vao
trong,

Dance thiy choang vang thye sur. DO la mbt ngdi nha tuyét dep, rong réi, ké dAy nhimg m6n do dac la ling nhung bt mit, nhur thé trong mot cudn sach
cua tien st Seuss[1]. C6 cac 161 di va cau thang dan lén nhicu can phong khac nhau, nhirng khung cira s0 hinh tht ky di, mdt 1o sudi lon dang chay ryuc,
mot dai phun nude va mot bé boi.

[1. Theodor Seuss Geisel, nha van thiéu nhi M¥.]

Vi con vét cung - mdt gidng vét lai xuan ngdc ndo d6 gitta dé va ky nhong - dang vira di quanh quan vira kéu oam oap.

“Dep 1&m, Jason. R4t dep.”

“Vang, phéi, bon em tao ra mdt ngdi nha thit tuyét & Aetheria vi noi bon em sbng, yem 1a trong thé giéi thue, khong dugce dep cho im, chi biét ddy. Bi
toi day nao,” cau ta dan ¢6 di qua mOt cdi ao nho dAy nhitng con c4 mau xanh Iuc p ]anh Nhan vét cta ¢6 dimg lai treée mbt canh cira kim loai lon
duoc khoa bang vai 6 khoa. Jason cung cap cho ¢6 mdt mét khiu nita, va canh cira tir ton mo ra - kém theo hiéu tmg am thanh bt chude tiéng kéu cot
ket. C6 dua Greenleaf qua ctra, bude xuong mot day bac thang vao mdt noi c6 dang vé ctia hi¢u thubc két hop voi phong cap cuu

Jason nhin Dance va thiy c6 dang cau nay.

Cau ta ndi, “Chj hiéu chir?”

“Chinh xac thi khong,”

“Pay chinh i nhitng gi em mu6n cho chi thiy khi n6i minh biét 16 vé Travis. Cau dy khong quan tim t6i vii khi, chién thuat chién du hay nhiimg thir
tuong ty. Pay moi 13 nhitng thir ciu ay quan tim. Phong chira tri cua riéng cdu ay.”

“Phong chita tri?”” Dance hoi.

Cau thiéu nién gidi thich. “Travis ghét dénh nhau. Cau y tao ra Stryker & mdt chién binh khi bat dau choi, nhung khong hé thich diéu d6. Chinh vi thé
moi ban lai n6 cho em Cau dy 1a mt nguoi chia tri, khong phéi chien binh. Va y em I ngudi chira tri & cap bac bon muoi chin. Chi ¢6 bict nhur the la
cur dén mirc nao khong? Cau ay Ia nguoi gidi nhat. Cau ay rat cur khoi.”

“M&t ngudi chita tri?”

“Thé hién & ngay tén nhan vat ctia cau dy. Medicus - c6 nghia 1 “bac st* trong mot thir tiéng nurée ngoai ndo do.”

“Tiéng La Tinh,” Boling néi.

“Rome ¢d dai a?”’ Jason hoi.

“Phai.”



“Tuyét. Nhan tién, nhitng nghé nghiép khac ctia Travis i trong thao duogc va ché thude. DAy 1 noi ngudi ta tim dén dé duoc chita tri. N6 giéng nhur
phong kham ctia mdt bac si vay.”
“Bac si?”” Dance tramngm. C6 dimg day khoi ban lam viéc, tim tap gidy ho da By vé tir phong riéng cuia Travis va It gié qua c4c trang, Rey Carraneo

da ding - nhimg birc hinh v& cac co thé bi cit ra. Nhung d6 khong phai la cac nan nhén cta ti 4c; d6 1a cac bénh nhan trong lic duge phau thuat.
Nhitng birc hinh dugc v& rit can thin, chinh x4c v& mit giai phau.

Jason noi tiép, “Céc nhan vat tir khip noi & Aetheria s t6i gip cdu dy. Tham chi ca nhitng nguoi thiét ké trd choi cling biét vé cau dy. Ho tim kiém 10
khuyén ctia cdu dy dé tao ra cac NPC[2]. Cau ay thure sur la mot huyén thoai. Travis da kiém duoc hang nghin d6 la bang cach ban cac phuong thude
phuc hoi, cac tai nguyén tai tao sinh mang va phép thuat nang cao strc manh.”

[2. NPC: Viét tit ctia Non-player character, tirc 1 nhan vét c¢6 sin trong tro choi.]

“Tién that sa0?”

“0, vang, Cau 4y ban ching trén eBay. Gidng nhu cach em mua lai Stryker.”

Dance 1hd lai ci két ho tim thiy dudi gam giudng cau thiéu nién. Vay ra day 1 cach cau ta kiém tién.

Jason gd Ién man hinh. <O, thé con kia?” cau ta dang chi vao mdt cai hop thity tinh, trong d6 dung mdt qua cau pha I gin trén dau mdt cdy truong vang,
“D0 1a cay trwong chita tri. Cau ay phai thure hién nim muroi nhiém wu dé gianh dugc n6 day. Trude day chura bao gio ¢ ai lam dugc, trong toan bd lich
str cia DQ,” Jason cau may. “Co mot lan thi€u chut nita cau ay dé mat no...” vé xiic dong ménh ligt thoang hién 1én trén khuon niit cu ta. “D6 & mot
budi t6i khing khiép.”

Giong n6i ctia Jason nghe nhur thé bién ¢b dy 1 mdt bi kich trong doi thure.

“Y emla gi?”

“A, Medicus cing em va méy ngudi nira trong gia dinh dang tim dén Rang Nti Phia Nam, mt noi cao phai. dén ba dam va thurc sw nguy hiém Bon em
lic Ay dang tim kiém thir ky diéu ndy. Cay TlﬁnNhan, 16 dugce goi nhu the Va that tuyét, ching em tim thiy nha ctia Tanna, nit hoang Tién, ngudi ma
bét ky ai ciing da timg nghe qua nhung chura mt lan trong thiy. C6 Ay rit ndi tiéng.”

“C6 4y la mdt NPC, ding khong?” Boling hoi.

“Phai.”

Boling nhéc lai v6i Dance, “Mot nhan vat khong do ngudi choi tao ra. Nhén vét do chinh trd choi tao nén.”

Jason duong nhu ¢6 vé phét y vi cach md ta do. “Nhung thuét toan rat tuyét voil Co Ay virot xa moi nhan vét k7 thuat s6 moi ngudi timg thiy.”

Anh gt d4u xin 161 dé xoa diu.

“Vay la bon em & d6, nan lai n6i chuyén. Trong lic ¢6 éy ké vé Cay Than Nhin va cach dé mnthé.y 16 thi bét thinh finh bon embi todn tap kich tir Lirc
Luong Phirong Bic tin cong. Tat ca moi nguoi cing chién d4u, roi gect khon d6 bén nix hoang bang mdt miii tén dc biét. Co 4y sap chét. Trav ra sirc
ciru ¢6 dy, nhung moi nang lye chira tri déu bi vo hiu. Vay I cau dy quyét dinh Danh Doi. Tit ca bon emdéu can, ong ban, dimg ¢6 am thé! Nhung
cau Ay van hm”

Cau thiéu nién néi v6i giong thanh kinh dén mirc Dance nhan ra chinh ¢6 ciing dang cii minh ra trudc, hai chin run lén cang thing. Ca Boling ciing dang
nhin cham cham vao céu ta.

“Caido I gi vy, Jason? Ké tiép di”

“Véng, ci d6 nghia Ia, doi khi ai do sép chét, chi ¢6 thé trao tinh mang cuta chi cho cac Thuce Thé Téi Cao. Hanh dong 4 by goila Panh Pbi. Cac Thue
Thé bit ddu ]ay dinguon song cta chi va chuyen 16 sang cho nguoi sap chét. Co thé ngudi do s& hdi lai trude khi nguon song cuia nguoi cho can hét.
Nhung ciing rt c6 thé qua trinh chuyen ddi s Ay hét ngudn sdng ctia chi, vay 1 chi s& chét, va ngudi kia cling ching kha hon. C6 diéu, khi chét, vi
nguoi cho da Banh Dbi, nén s& rmt hét moi thir, ¥ em 1a moi thir chi da lam duoc va kiém duoc, tat ca diém s, Tai Nguyén, Danh Vong ké tir I bat
dAu choi. TAt ca ching s& bién mét sach. Néu Travis chét, cau dy s& mét cdy truong, ngdi nha, vang, nhitng con ngwra biét bay... Cau dy s& phai bit dau
lai nhu mot newbie.”

“Travis d4 lm thé sa0?”

Jason git dhu. “Thuq sur la thé. Nhung khi Trav da gﬁn can hét r}guén sinh hrc cﬁng ]a lic nit hoang §6ng lai. Co éy q& hon cau ta. MQt tho1 khic, tm,
qua Ia huy hoang! Tiép dén, cac tién va bon em hop lai da dit may ga Phurong Béc chét tiét. Trdi a, t6i do ding a chan dong. Mot chién thang huy hoang
Tat ca nhitng ai choi tro ndy dén gid van con nhac t6i bien co day.”

Dance dang gat dau. “Pugc rdi, Jason, camon em. Em c6 thé ding xuét roi.”



“Um, chi khéng mudn choi tiép a? Co vé nhur chi bat dau cam nhan duogce cach di chuyén roi day.”

“C6 I& dé san.”

Céu thiéu nién g 1én min hinh va trd choi duoc tit di.

Dance liéc nhin d@)ng hd ctia ¢d. “Jon, anh c6 thé dua Jason vé nha duoc chit? Toi can ndi chuyén voi mt nguoi.”’
AtoiBtoi X...

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong dugce tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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“Lamon cho t6i ggp Caitlin.”
“Co6 Ia...” Virginia Gardner, me ngudi nan nhin d4 song s6t sau vy tai nan xe hoi hom ming Chin thang Sau, hoi.
Dance xung danh. “T6i da néi chuyén véi con gai ba hdm trurde tai trudng hoc he.”

2

“A, ¢6 Ia nguoi canh sat d6. C6 da thu xép ngudi dén canh gic cho Cait ¢ bénh vién hém trude, 16i & ngoai trurde nha ching toi.

“Céc vi da tim thiy Travis chura?”
“Chura, to1...”

“Céu ta dang & gin ddy sa0?”” ngudi phu nit nin thé hoi, dira mét nhin xung quanh.
“Khong, khong dau. Toi chi mubn hoi thém con gi ba vai cau thoi.”

Nguoi phy nit moi Dance vao trong tién sanh m0t ng6i nha on theo phong cach dwong dai ¢ Carmel. Dance nh Caitlin dang nhim t6i mot sb 16p dur bi
cua trurong cd tieng va truong y. Cho du bo me muon ¢6 bé theo hoc gi, duong nhur ho hoan toan ¢d kha nang dap tmg chi phi.

Dance nhin quanh cn phong khach rong thénh thang, Trén twdng c6 miy birc tranh triru twong am dam kho hiéu - hai birc Ion tréing - den v6i céc dudng
nét sdc nhon va mdt birc day nhitng vét d6 bamnhu mau. C6 thay ching that &m &nh khi nhin vao. Va chot nhan ra cam giac ndy thét khic bict bao so
voi lic thodi mai khi dugc ¢ bén trong ngdi nha ctia Travis va Jason trong DimensionQuest.

Viang, phai, bon em tao ra mdt ngdi nha thit tuyét & Aetheria vi noi bon em séng, yemla trong thé gi6i thuc, khong dugc dep cho 1&m, chi biét déy. ..
Me ¢ bé bién mét. Mot lic sau tré lai cing Caitlin, miic quin jean va mdt c4i 4o méu vo chanh dudi chiéc 4o len mu triing bo sat nguoi.

“Chao chi,” ¢ ndi khong miy thoai mai.

“Chao em, Caitlin. Em cam thy thé nao?”

“Onthdia.”

“Hy vong em co thé danh cho chi mot vai phit. Chi ¢ thém vai cau nita mudn hoi”

“Emdoan 1a duoc a.”

“Ching ta ¢6 thé ngdi xudng chd ndo ndi chuyén chir?”

“Hay vao phong tim néing,” ba Gardner noi.

Ho di qua bén mot phong lim viée. Dance thiy mdt tim bang ctia Pai hoc California treo trén tuong, Bing y khoa. Ctia bd Caitlin.

Ba chiinhd va ¢6 con géi ngdi xudng trurdmg ky, con Dance chon mot chiéc ghé hng théing. C6 nhich ghé lai gan hon va n6i, “Chj mudn cap nhét tinh hinh
cho embiét. Lai co6 thém mot ngurdi nita bi giét homnay. Em da nghe tin chua?”
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“Oi khong,” me Caitlin lam bam.
Caitlin khong n6i gi. Chi nhm mét lai. Khuon mt ¢6, vién quanh 1 nhimg lon toc vang mém mai, dudng nhur c6 vé tai di.
“Qua thire,” ba me thi thAm dAy tirc gian, “me chiing bao gidr hiéu ndi im thé ndo con lai ¢6 thé di choi cimg mdt dira nhur thé.”

“Me,” Caitlin than van, y me n6i ‘di choi’ i thé nio? Chiia oi, con chura bao gid di choi véi Travis. Va khong bao gidr ¢6 thé. Vi mdt anh chang nhur
cautau?”’

“Me chi mudn ndi cau ta 10 rang rat nguy hiem.”

“Caitlin,” Dance chen vao. “Bon chi thure sy rét mubn timra ciu dy. Song dén by gio van chura gip chit may miin ndo. Chi mudn biét 16 hon vé cau Ay
tir ban be, nhung...”

Ba e lai Ién tiéng: “Nhirng dtra thanh nién & Columbine d6.”

“Ba Gardner, lamon.”

Ba chii nha ném ra mdt cai nhin buc bdi, song van chiu im king,
“Emda ké v6i chi tit ca nhimg gi ¢6 thé nghi dwoc hom trude 161"

“Chi thém vai c4u hoi nira théi. S& khong lau dau,” c6 kéo ghé lai gan hon nita va Ay ra mdt cudn s6 ghi chép. Dance mo s6, can than Jit gio qua timg
trang, dirng lai mdt hay hai lan.

Caitlin ngdi im khong nhiic nhich trong lic cham cham vao cudn so.
Dance mim cuoi, nhin thing vao doi mét co bé. “Bay i, Caitlin, ity nhé lai budi tbi dién ra bita tiéc.”
“Vanga.”

“C6 mot chuyén rét dang quan tim. Chj d thAm vin Travis trude khi cau Ay bo trén. Chi da ghi lai mt s chi tiét,” ¢6 ra d4u vé phia cudn s6 dit trong
long minh.

“Thét vAy sao? Chi da n6i chuyén véi cau ay?”

“Ding thé. Chi ciing khong dé y im t6i viéc d6 cho t6i khi da trao d6i véi em va mdt s ngudi khéc. Nhung bay gior chi mudn ghép ndi lai mot sb manh
moi lién quan téi noi an ndu clia cdu ta.”

“Liéu viéc d6 c6 thé kho khéin t6i mirc ndo...” me Caitlin lai 1én tiéng, nhur thé khong tai ndo dimg duwoc. Nhung ba ta p tire im bt trude 4nh mit
nghiém khic cua Dance.

Nir dic vu tiép tuc, “Nao, em va Travis da n6i chuyén it nhiéu, phéi vay khong? Vao t6i hom d6.”

“Ciing khong hén.”

Dance hoi cau may va lat gié qua cac trang ghi chép ctia 6.

C6 bé noi tiép, “A, ngoai trr khi bon em chuinbira vé. Y em trong sudt budi tiéc cau éy chi ding mot minh.”

Dance 1n6i va g Ién cudn s6. “Nhung bon em da n6i chuyén trén duong vé.”

“A ving, ciing c6 ndi chuyén it nhiéu. Em ciing khong nhé Bm. Tat ca déu trd nén Iy md voi vy tai nan va nhiing gi xay ra sau d6.”

“Chi tin chiic 14 vay. Nhung chi s& doc cho emnghe vai cu va mubn em cung cip thém céc chi tiét. Hay noi cho chi biét néu c6 didu gi lim emnhd ra,
nhimg 161 Travis ttrng ndi trong lic lai xe vé nha, trudc khi xay ra tai nan.”

“Emdoan la duoc.”

Dance nhin vao cu6n so ghi chép cta ¢d. “Duoc 101, day i cAu dau tién: “Ngdi nha rat tuyét nhung doan duong chay xe am t6i thy so”.” C6 ngude mét
Ién. “Chi tirng nghii c6 thé cau ndy cd nghia 14 Travis s¢ d6 cao.”
“Véng, do 1a nhitng gi cau 4y da noi. Con duodng chay xe ndm trén trién doi nay. Tt ca bon em déu ndi vé nd. Travis bao cau Ay luén c6 cam gidc so bi

roi. Cau 4y nhin xubng va ndi tai sao ngudi ta khong dung thanh chéin bén ria duong.”

“Tét. Rat hlIu ich,” thémmot ny cudi nita. Caitlin cuoi dap lai. Dance quay vé v6i cac ghi chép. “Thé con cau nay? “Toi nghii nhimg chiéc thuyén tuyét
nhat. T6i van luon mudn c6 mdt cai’.”



“Cau d6 u? Vang, Bon emda n6i vé Fisherman’s Wharf. Travis thuc sy cho réng s& rt tuyét néu di thuyén t6i Santa Cruz,” 6 huéng mét nhin di noi
khac. “Emnghi cdu ay muon ri em di cting minh, nhung lai qua ryt re.”

Dance mim cudi. “Vay rat c6 thé cau dy dang lan trén trén mdt con thuyén & dau do.”

“Vang, c6 thé im Emnhé cau dy timg n6i gi d6 vé chuyén cudc sbng s& that ém dém khi nhd neo ra khoi trén mdt con thuyén.”

“Tét. .. Py a mot cau khac nita. “Ban c6 nhiéu ban hon t6i. Toi chi co mdt hay hai nguoi ban c6 thé choi cting’.”

“Vang, emnhd cau Ay da n6i thé. Em cam thiy i ngai cho cau 4y vi khong c6 nhiéu ban be. Travis da néi vé& chuyén nay mot hoi kha lu.”
“Cau 4y c6 nhic t6i cai tén ndo khong? Ai d6 cau dy co thé & cing? Hay nghi xem. Viée ndy rit quan trong”

Cb gai vi thanh nién liéc mét nhin sang hudng khac, hai ban tay ndm Ién dau gdi. Roi the dai. “Khong a.”

“Puge 10, Caitlin.”

“Emxin 161, mdt cai bin mbi thoang qua.

Dance tiép tuc duy tri nu cudi trén khudn nit. Co dang tap trung sur ctmg rén cho ban than dé chuéin bi cho nhitng diéu sép dén. Viéc nay s& kho khén -
cho Caitlin, cho ba me, va cho ca Dance. Song khong con lra chon nao khac.

Dance ctii nguoi ra trude. “Caitlin, em dang khong thanh that voi chi.”

C6 bé chop mit. “Céi gi?”

Virginia Gardner Jim bam, “C6 khong thé n6i thé voi con gai t61.”

“Travis khong hé néi véi ti nhitng cau vira rdi,” Dance ndi, giong hoan toan binh than. “Téi d3 bia ra ching.”
“C6 161 dbil”

Khong, ¢ khong hé n6i dbi, vé mit Iy thuyét. C6 da can nhic rét cAn than timg tir trong cAu chit ctia minh, ¢6 chura hé bao nhitng o1 d6 thure su i cia
Travis Brigham

C0 bé tré nén nhot nhat.

Ba me can nhin, “Vay n6 1 cai gi, mot thir biy ching?”

Phai, chinh xac 14 thé d4y. Dance c6 mdt gia thiét va cin xéc minh xemn6 ding hay sai. Py i chuyén can hé t6i tinh mang con nguoi.
C5 tang I ba me va tiép tuc dbi thoai véi Caitlin, “Nhung em Bm bé nhur thé Travis thure sy da néi nhimg diéu do trén xe.”

“Em... emchi dang ¢b ging gitip 4. Em cam thy that t& khi khong biét gi hon.”

“Khong, Caitlin. Em nghi rét c6 thé minh da thuc sur n6i chuyén véi cau Ay vé nhitng diéu d6 trén xe. Nhung em khong nhd duge vi e Ay ban thin
khong con tinh tao nira.”

“Khong!”

“Toi sdp phai yéu cau co phai roi khoi ddy ngay lap tirc,” ba me budt miéng,

“T6i van chura xong d4u,” Dance gin giong, am Virginia Gardner im bit.

C6 danh gia: La mdt ngudi theo hoe cac mdn khoa hoc - cong thém nhitng k§ ning dé sdng con trong ngdi nha nay - Caitlin thude tuyp suy nghi va nhin
thire; theo chi 0 Myers-Briggs. Dance nhan thy 6 bé 6 nhiéu kha ning la nguoi hudéng ndi hon hudng ngoai. Va, lic nay cd bé dang la mot ke néi doi
theo “kiéu thich nghi” cho du déc tinh d6 s& c6 nhitng dao dong,

N6i ddi vi sinh ton ctia ban than.

Néu con nhicu thoi gian hon, ¢6 1& Dance da tim céch khai théc sy that tir t0n v triét dé hon. Nhung voi két qué phén loai theo Myers-Briggs cing tinh
cach n6i doi “kiéu thich nghi”” ctia Caitlin, Dance nghi ¢6 nén thiic €p thay vi mém mdng nhur cach da str dung voi Tammy Foster.

“Em da udng say tai bira tiéc.”

“Caitlin, nhiéu ngudi da thiy em.”



“Bm c6 udng chit i, tAt nhién roi”

“Trude khi t6i ddy, chi da n6i chuyén voi vai hoc sinh cling tham gia bita tiéc. Cac ban d6 néi em, Vanessa va Trish da ubng gin hét ca chai[1] tequila
sau khi em nhin thay Mike c&ip ké véi Brianna.”

[1. Nguyén van 14 “a fifth”, thé tich twong duong 750 ml ]
“A... Puge rdi, thé thi sao?”
“Con moi murdi bay tudi,” ba me git lén, % thé day!”

Dance binh tinh noi, “Chi da?} goi dién t6i €O quan thl_Ip hi‘én viéc tai hién wu tai nan. Hg s& kiém tra xe clia em trong bai tam gilt ctia canh sat. Ho s& tién
hanh do dac nhitng thdng s6 nhur vi tri diéu chinh ghé ngoi va guong chiéu hiu. S€ biét ngay chiu cao ctia nguoi lai xe.”

C5 bé hoan toan bat dong, cho dui quai ham run Iy bay.

“Caitlin, da dén lic cAn ndi sy that. Rat nhidu thir phu thude vao diéu do. Pang c6 mang séng ctia nhiéu nguoi khac bide doa.”
“Syr that ndo kia?” ba me thi thAm

Dance tiép tyc nhin thiing vao co. “Caitlin da 1i xe t6i hom d6. Khong phai Travis.”

“Khong!” Virgnia Gardner rén lén.

“Khong phai thé chir, Caitlin?”

C6 bé vi thanh nién khong néi 101 nao trong ca mot phit 1di gue dﬁq xubng, ngue phap phdng, Dance doc duroc ndi dau va cam gidc tht bai trén timg cir
chi c6 bé. Thong diép bang ngdn ngit co the ctia Caitlin 1a: Ping the.

Giong v ra ngiit quéing, Caitlin noi, “Mike ra vé vdi con nho king lo d6 bam dinh Fy, mdt ban tay n6 it lén déing sau quin jean ctia cau 4y! Em thira
hiéu bon ho quay vé nha ciu ta dé lm tinh v6i nhau. Em dinh s& i xe t61d6. .. Emdinh s&...”

“Puoc 1di,” ba me ra lénh, “du rdi day.”

“Me imdi!” c6 con gi git Ién v6i ba rdi bt dau da khoc. C6 bé quay sang Dance. “Vang, em da li xe!” cam giac t0i 161 cudi cling ciing bing nd bén
trong co.

Dance tiép tuc, “Sau khi tai nan xay ra, Travis da chuyén em sang ghé bén, con cau Ay ngdi vao ghé lai xe. Cau dy limra vé chinh minh da diéu khién.
Travis lamthé d€ ciruem”

C6 1h6 lai An thAm véAn Travis.
Em ching lam gi sai ca!

Cau éy da duogc Dance ghi nhan 1a n6i déi. Song c6 da lién két didu do6 véi vu tAn cong Tammy; thue ra, céu thiéu nién da sai khi néi dbi vé viéc ai da 1ai
xe démhom do.

Dance nghi t6i diéu nay khi c6 quan sat ngdi nha ctia Travis - Medicus - va gia dinh ctia cau tai Aetheria. Viéc cdu ta danh gan nhur toan bo quy thoi gian
co thé dé vao DimensionQuest trong vai tro mot bac si chita tri cru song nguoi khéc, chir khong phai mjt st thi nhu Stryker, lim co bt déu nghi ngy
vé xu hurdng bao hye ctia cau thiéu nién. Va khi co biét nhan vét ciia cdu ta da san sang hy sinh tinh mang vi nit hoang Tién, ¢ chot hiéu ra rt co thé
Travis d lam diéu turong tu trong thé gidi thure - ganh Ay trach nhiém vé vu tai nan dé nguoi ciu ta ngudng md tir xa khong phai vio tiL

Caitlin, trong lic nuée mét (ra ra thanh dong tir doi mét nhim nghién, do guc nguoi xuong trurdng ky, toan co thé todt ra vé cing thing, “Em da mit tyr
chii. Bon emudng say, va emrmon di tim Mike, néi vao mit ciu ta rang cauta 1 do toi. Tris va Vanessa con say hon ca em, vy 1 em phai li xe,
nhung Travis da theo ra ngoai va ¢b ging ngin em lai Caua dy cb gianh ldy chia khoa. Nhung em khong chiu. Lic 46 emnhu hoa dién vay. Tris va
Vanessa ngdi & bang ghé sau, con Travis lao vao ng01 xubng ghe dang trude va cau Ay ctr noi mai, kiéu nhu, ‘Ding lai di, Caitlin, thoi nao, ciu khong
thé 14i duoc’. Nhung em da hanh dong nhur mot ké t0i t& ngu ngde. Em cir thé 1i xe lao di, miic ké cau dy. Thé rdi, em khong | biét chuyén gi xay dén
nira, bon emlao ra khoi duong,” giong ndi king dan, thai do ctia c6 bé la mot trong nhimg tam trang dau khd va tuyét vong nhét Kathryn Dance timng tin
miét chimg kién, trong khi c6 bé thi thim. “Va em da giét chét cac ban ctia minh.”

Me Caitlin, khu6n mit tréing béch kinh hoang, rut ré& nhich ngudi t6i trude. Ba dua canh tay 6m quanh vai con gai. C6 bé cimg ngudi lai trong gidy It rdi
buodng xubi, nirc nd up mit [én ngue me minh.

Sau vai phtit, ba me, lic ndy ciing dang khoc, dua miét nhin Dance.

“Chuyén gi s€ xay ra.”



“Ong ba nén tim mdt luat sur cho Caitlin. Sau d6 goi dién ngay cho canh sat. Con bé nén tir minh du thi. Cang sém cang tot.”

Caitlin gat nude nit. “Em cam thiy that kinh khing khi phéi noi di. Em da dinh s& n6i gi d6. Thyc sy 1 thé. Nhung rdi ngudi ta bt dau tin cong Travis
- voi tat ca nhimg thir ho da viét - va em biét néu minh n6i ra sy that ho s& cong kich em,” ¢ bé cti mét xuong, “Em khong thé lam duoc dicu do. Tat ca
nhiing gi ngurdi ta ndi vé em.. Ching s& méi mii nam trén trang cua ho.”

Lo ling v& hinh anh ctia ban than con hon ca &n nén vé cai chét ctia ban be.

Nhung Dance khong c6 mit & dy dé xung 0 cho ¢6 bé vi thanh nién. Tat ca nhiing gi 0 can k bang chimg xéc nhén cho gia thiét cta minh v& viée
Travis 4 nhan t6i thay Caitlin. C6 dung day roi khéi hai me con ho, sau khi noi xong 101 chao ngan gon nhat.

Ra t6i bén ngoai, vira chay vé phia xe, ¢ vira bam nit quay sb nhanh goi Michael O’Neil.

Anh tra 10 sau Jin d6 chudng thir hai. On Chia vi vu 4n kia van khong khién anh nim hoan toan khoi vong lién lac.
“Chao,” ngudi thanh tra ¢6 vé mét moi.

“Michael.”

“C6 gi khong 6n vay?” anh ap tirc trd nén canh gidc; co vé nhur chi riéng giong n6i ciia ¢d ciing da boc 16 kha nhiéu.

“T6i biét anh rat ban, nhung lidu t6i c6 thé ghé qua mot 1t duge khong? Toi can thao luan. Toi vira phét hién ra mot diéu.”
“Tét nhién. Gi vay?”

“Travis Brigham khong phai la Tén sat nhan véi cdy thap tu ven duong.”

£

Dance va O’Neil dang ngéi trong phong lam vi€c ctia anh tai S& Canh sat hat Monterey, toa lac ¢ Salinas.

Céc khung cira s nhin sang phia toa 4n, truée cira toa nha | hai ta nguoi biu tinh cta U tién cude song, cling ong myc sur Fisk v6i ving da ¢ nhéin
nheo. Ho duong nhu phat chan véi viée dimg phan doi trude ngdi nha trong rong cua Stuart va Edie Dance nén gior ddy da chuyén sang noi cho phép ho
¢d nhiéu co hdi duogc quang ba hon. Fisk dang néi gi d6 voi ngudi dong sy ¢6 da trong thay lac trudc: Tay vé sitdc do vam va.

Dance i mit khoi ctra 50, t61 bén O’Neil 6 chd cai ban hop cap kénh ctia anh. Trén ban chét diy nhitng chong tai liéu ngan nép. Co thﬁm)tu hoi nhimg
tai liéu ndo trong so do lién quan téi vu chiec container tr Indonesia ti. O’Neil du dua t6i lui trén hai chan sau ctia cai ghé g0. “Nao, hiy ké cho t6i biet
di.”

Dance hdi hd ké lai nhimg tinh hudng da dan cudc diéu tra t6i Jason, 10i sau d6 t6i trd choi DimensionQuest va cudi cing 1 Caitlin Gardner ciing 101 tha
nhén rang Travis da ganh trach nhiém thay cho c6 bé.

“Visi tinh chic?”” ngudi thanh tra hoi.
Nhung Dance n6i, “Mot phan chéc I vi thé. Nhung con mdt nguyén nhan nira. C6 bé mudn vio hoc truong y. Diéu dé quan trong voi Travis.”
“Truong y?”

“Y hoc, chita tri. Trong tro céu ta choi, DimensionQuest, Travis 1a mdt nguoi chira tri ndi ﬁéng. To1 nghi mdt Iy do dé cu ta che chd cho ¢6 bé a vi thé.
Nhén vat ctia cau ta 1a Medicus. Mot bac si Cau ta cam thay mot moi lién hé voi Caitlin. ™

“C6 khong nghi suy uan nhur thé ¢6 phén qué xa hay sao? Néi cho cing, d6 chi B mdt trd choi.”

“Khong, Michael, n6 con hon cé mot trd choi. Thé gidi thuc va thé gi6i 4o dang ngay cang xich lai gin nhau hon, va nhimg ngwoi nhu Travis song trong
ca hai thé giéi nay. Néu cu ay la mdt nguoi chita tri duge kinh trong trong DimensionQuest, cau ta s& khong trd thanh mdt tén sat nhan dién cuong trong
thé gioi thure.”

“Vay cAu ta nhdn trach nhiém thay Caitlin trong vu tai nan, va bét chép nhiing thi phi nguwdi ta bia it trén blog. Diéu cudi clng cdu ta mubn trén doi I thu
hit sy cht y danh cho minh bang céch tan cong ai d6.”

“Chinh xac.”
“Nhung Kelley. .. truée khi ngét di, d4 noi voi nhan vién y té chinh Travis 1 ké da tin cong ¢ 4y.”
Dance lic dau. “Toi khong chic con bé thuc su nhin théy cauta. N6 chi suy doan rﬁng d6 1A Travis, ¢6 thé vi minh da dang bai vé clu ta va chiéc mit na

& bén ngoai ctra s6 phong xudt phat tir tro choi DimensionQuest. Ca nhiing tin don ring cdu ta i ké dimg sau cc cudc tin cong, Song toi nghi tén sat
nhan thyc sy c6 deo it na hodc tan cong co ta tir phia sau.”



“Thé c6 nghi sao vé nhitng bang chimg vat chit? L3 sap dit chang?”

“D}']ﬂg vay. Rét dé doc duge trén mang vé Travis, theo d6i’céu ta, tim hiéu vé cong viéq cua ciu ta tai Cl:l’a hang banh, chiéc xe dap, cling nhur vi@c cau
thiéu nién thuong xuyén choi DQ. Tén sat nhan ¢4 I da che tao ra mot cai mit na, an cap stng tr mo do cta Bob Brigham, bo lai bang chimg d€ dan
canh tai ctra hang banh va danh cép con dao khi cac nhan vién khac khdng dé y. A, va con mdt chuyén nita: Vé mdn keo M&M? Nhitng méanh gidy gbi
tai hién truong?”

“Phé]'.”

“Qlﬁg chén 1a dan dung Travis khong an s6 co la. Cau éy mua goi keo cho em tre;i, lo le'mg Vé bénh trLrng ca gﬁa ban than. Yél ¢6 ca nhiing cubn sach
viét vé cac thyre pham can tranh trong phong minh. Tén sat nhan thire sw khong biét nhirng dicu trén. Chéc chan hin timg thay Travis mua M&M 6 noi
nao do, va cho rang thir ay 1a mén wa thich ctia cau thi€u nién, vay 1a han bo lai it gidy goi keo tai hién truong,”

“Thé con nhitng mAu soi trong 40 ni?”

“C6 m)t bai dang trén Ban tin Chilton v& viéc gia dinh Brigham qua nghéo nén khong c6 tién mua méy giit va mdy sy kho. Trong d6 nhéic t6i tigm gt
tu phuc vu noi gia dinh nay hui téi. T6i dam chéc thi pham da doc duoc va timra vi tri tiém.”

O’Neil git dau. “Va danh cap mdt chiéc 40 ni ¢6 mii trim dau khi me cau ta khong ¢ nha hay khong dé y.”
“Phai. Va con cd vai buc hinh dugc dang trén blog dudi tén Travis”
O’Neil chura ¢ dip nhin thiy va ¢6 mb ta lai ngéin gon vé& chiing, bo qua chi tiét bire v& cudi cling co phan gibng voi ¢o.

Dance ndi tiép, “Chiing rit thd kéch, diéu s& im mdt nguoi truong thanh nghi d6 1 mot hinh do tré vi thanh nién v& ra. Nhung t6i d4 nhin qua vai birc
chinh tay Travis da v& - vé giai phau. Cau ay la mdt hoa si thue thy. Ai d6 khac da tao nén may buc hinh ng.”

“Pidu do giai thich tai sao khong ai c6 thé timra duoc ké sat nhan thuce sy, bét chép cudc truy king, Hin miic 40 ¢6 mil t}rl‘lmdﬁu dé thuc hién cac vu tAn
cong, sau d6 quing ca 4o lan xe dap vao cop xe hoi va 1ai roi khdi d6 nhu bat cir ai khac. Chét tiét, han hoan toan c¢6 thé da ngoai nam miroi. Hodc Ia
phu nit, khi bay gio suy nghi lai tat ca.”

“Chinh xac.”

N thanh tra im king mdt lic. Nhimg suy nhi ctia anh 6 vé d tim dén ding dich noi Dance ché doi. “Cau 4y da chét roi, ding khong?” anh hoi
“Travis 4y?”

Dance tho dai trurde 10i suy doan ning né tring khop véi gia thiét ctia minh. “C6 thé im. Nhung t6i hy vong 1 chua. Téi mudn nghi cau Ay chi dang bi
giam gitt dau do.”

“Cau thiéu nién t0i nghiép da c6 mit khong diing chd vao khong ding thoi diém,” O*Neil tiép tuc ki hr hét ra trude lai ra sau. “Vay thi dé tim ra thi
pham thyre sy, chiing ta can hinh dung ra dau I nan nhan duoc nham t6i. D6 khong phai la vai ké da dang bai cong kich Travis; nhiing trrdng hop nay
chi 1 dan dyng dé danh lac hudng ching ta.”

“Mudn biét gia thit ctia t6i khong?” Dance dé xudt.

O’Neil nhin ¢6 voi mt nu cudi dé dat. “Cho du thi pham 12 ai, thue t hin dang nhim téi Chilton, dung khong?”

“Phai. Thu pham dang dan dyng mén kich ctia hén, true hét tim t6i nhitng ngwoi chi trich Travis, sau d6 k nhitng doi tirgng than thign véi Chilton, va
cudi cung [a chinh 6ng chi blog,”

“Ai d6 khong mubn bi diéu tra.”

Dance tra i, “Hoic ai d6 mudn tra thil vi mdt viée ong ta da dang Ién trong qua khir.”

“Pugc rdi, tit ca nhimg gi chiing ta cAn i tim ra ai mudn giét James Chilton,” Michael O’Neil n6i.
Dance bat cudi chua chat. “Cau hoi d& dang hon 1i: Ai khong mubn giét Fo?”

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Puong duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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“James?”

C6 mot khoang im ling & dau day bén kia. Chilton néi, “Pzc vu Dance,” giong 6ng c6 vé mét moi. “Lai ¢d thém tin Xau sa0?”
“T6i da tim ra mdt s bang chimg cho thiy Travis khong phai a ngwoi da dé lai nhitng cay thap tr.”

“Caigi?”

“T6i khong hoan toan chéc chén, nhung theo tinh hinh hién tai, cau ta ¢6 thé chi B ké thé mang, C6 ai d6 dang dan dyng dé lam nhu c4u ta chinh 12 tén
sat nhan.”

Chilton thi thAm, “Va ciu bé thuc ra vo i tir dau?”

“Toi e Ia vay,” Dance giai thich nhiing gi 6 da phat hién duoc - vé ngudi thire sy ngdi sau tay Jai chiéc xe hom ming Chin théang Sau - ciing nhu kha
nang cac bang chimg da bi sap dat.

“T6i nghi 6ng chinh [ dich ngim cudi ciing,” ¢6 ndi thém.
“Toiu?”

“Ong da dang nhiéu cau chuyén kha bong tay trong sudt su nghiép ctia minh. Va hién 6ng dang viét vé nhiéu chit dé gay tranh cai. Toi nghi 6 nhimg
nguoi s€ rat vui dugce thay 6ng bi chan lai. Toi doan trude ddy dng ciing da tirng bi de doa.”

“V6 s6 lan rdi.”

“Hay quay lai tim trong blog ctia ong, tim lai tén cua tht ca nhiing nguoi timg de doa ong, nhimg ke co thé s& mubn thanh todn no nan vi diéu gi d6 ong
tirng noi, hoéc lo ]ang ong dang diéu tra mt chuyén nm ho khong mudn bi cong bd. Hay chon ra nhing ddi twong nghi vén tiém tang nhét. Va hiy tim i
tro lai mot vai nam.”

“T4t nhién. Toi s& 1ap ra mdt danh sdch. Nhung c6 nghi toi thyre sy dang bi de doa sao?”

Ong ta im king. “Téi lo Fing cho Pat va bon tré. Chiing t6i ¢6 nén rdi khoi khu vire nay khong? C6 thé t6i chd nha nghi ctia ching t6i. N6 ndm &
Hollister. Hay t¢i mot khach san.”

“Nhiéu kha nang mjt khdch san & an toan hon. Trong ho so da ghi1d viée ong s6 hiru ngdi nha ia. Toi ¢6 the thu xp de gia dinh dng toi thué phong tai
mdt trong cac nha nghi ding cho nhan chirng, Dudi danh tinh gia.”

“Camon cd. Cho ching t6i vai gior. Pat s& chuén bi d6 dac, va ching t6i s& roi di ngay sau mdt cude gip toi da kén lich.”
“Tét.”

C6 dang dinh gac may thi Chilton n6i, “Poi da. Pac va Dance, c6 mdt chuyén.”

“Givay?”

“T6i c6 mdt y tudng... vé& chuyén ai c6 thé 1 sb mot trong danh séch.”

“T6i san sang ghi lai day.”

“C0 khong can dén gidy bt dau,” Chilton dap.

£

Dance va Ray Carranco chim rai iép can ngdi nha sang trong ciia Arnold Brubaker, nguoi dimg ding sau du 4n nha may khir miin nurée bién, néu hoat
dong, theo quan diém ctia Chilton, s& hity hoai Ban dao Monterey.

Chinh Brubaker 1 nguoi Chilton da coi la hga chon §é mot trong dién tinh nghi. Hoac dich thi 6ng hoang cta ké hoach khir nn nude bién nay, hoac ké
ndo d6 duogc ong ta thué. Va Dance nghi di€u nay rat ¢ kha ning Ia ding, C6 dang vao mang bang may tinh trén xe, doc chudi “Khir man... va tan pha”
trong nhitng bai dang hdm Hai muroi tam thang Séu.

Http//www.thechiltonreport.com/june28.html

Tir bai phong sur va nhitng binh luin, Dance suy doan chii nhén blog da tim ra nhitng mdi lién hé voi Las Vegas ctia 6ng chu dyr 4n, nhimg diéu khién

nguoi ta nghi ngd dép t0i pham ¢6 6 chirc, cling nhur nhitng hoat dong mua ban bat dong san tur nhan ctia 6ng ta, rit c6 thé dong cham téi cac bi mat
Brubaker khong muon dé 16 ra.



“Sén sang chura?” Dance hoi Carraneo trong khi déng xuét.
Anh ta git dau, va hai nguoi ciing chui ra khoi xe.
Dance go ctra.

Cubi ctng thi vi doanh nhan v6i khu6n mit d6 lyng - vi anh néng chir khong phai buc doc, Dance suy doan - bu6c ra mo cira. Ong ta c6 vé ngac nhién
khi thay cac vi khach. Vi chiinha chdp mit va khong néi gi trong khodnh khac. “Téi da gap c6 ¢ bénh vién. C6 la...?”

“Pac vu Dance. Day 1a dac vy Carraneo.”

Do6i mét ong nheo lai nhin ra phia sau co.

Tim xem Iyc hrong ho tro & dau chang? C6 tu hoi.

Va néu ding thé, thi 14 Iwc hrong hd tro ciia ¢6? Hay ciia chinh Brubaker?

C6 thoang cam thiy 6n lanh so hi. Nhimg ké giét nguoi vi tién 1 nhirg ké tan bao nhét, theo danh gié ctia ¢.

“Chung t6i dang tiép tuc diéu tra vu viéc ¢6 lién quan t6i dng Chilton d6. Ong wui dng cho phép t6i dura ra vai cau hoi chir?”
“Céi gi? Cudi cling gi khimg hay chdm chich van kién céo hay sao? Toi cir nghi ching t6i da. ..

“Khong, khong ¢6 kién tung nao hét. Chiing t6i vao duoc chir?”

Nguoi dan ng van giit nguyén vé ngd vire. DOi miéit vi chit nh In trdnh cai nhin ctia Dance, 6ng ta git dau moi ho vao rdi budt miéng, “Ga ta a mdt ké
dién, cac vi bict day. Y t6i 14, t6i nghi ¢ thé chitng nhin dugc dieu do.”

Dance nd mdt ny cur¢i vo thurdng vo phat.
Liéc nhin thém IAn nia ra ngoai, Brubaker déng cira lai, rdi khéa tréi.

Ba nguoi di qua can nha, mit noi trdng trai, nhiéu ciin phong khong hé c6 db dac gi. Dance tin cd vira nghe thiy tiéng ring ric vang Ién gan d6. Roi mot
am thanh tuong tu vong lai tir mdt can phong khac.

Ngbi nha dang dugc sap xép, hay Brubaker ¢ céc trg Iy & day?
Tro Iy, hay nhitng trg thil co bip?

Ho cing budc vao mdt phong lim viée ngdn ngdn gidy o, ban in, tranh anh, tai lidu phap Iy. Mot mb hinh thu nhd ctia nha méy khir mén mrée bién duge
cong phu dung Ién trén mdt trong cac it ban.

Brubaker nhic vii tip bao cao day cop duge bude vao nhau Ién khoi méy cai ghé rdi ra dau moi hai dic vu ngdi. Ong ta ciing ngdi xudng dang sau mit
ban lam viéc 16n.

Dance nhin thiy cac bang chimg nhén treo trén tuong, Con 6 ca cac birc anh chyp chung Brubaker cting nhitng nguoi trong kha quyén thé mic do vest
- ¢6 thé la chinh tri gia hay cac doanh nhén khéac. Thong thuong, moi chuyén gia tham van déu wa thich cac birc twdng phong lam viée; ching hé 16 rat
nhicu vé doi turong,

Tir nhitng bire hinh nay, ¢6 di dén suy doan Brubaker 1 mot ngudi thong minh (c4c bang cép, khoa dao tao chuyén nganh), hiéu biét vé niit xa giao
(nhi€u danh hiéu, giai thuépg danh dy tir céc’thénh ph(? va hat). Va cing ran; duong nhur cong ty ctia dng ta da xay dung nha may khir méin nurée k{ién o
Mexico va Colombia. Nhiéu bire anh cho thiy ong xuat hién gitta mdt dam ngudi deo kinh mit, bo dang day canh gidc - céc vé si Nhimg gd do deu
giong nhau trong tat ca cac birc hinh, ¢ nghia bon ho 1a v€ si ¢4 nhin ctia Brubaker, chir khong phai nguoi do chinh quyén sé tai cung cap. Mot trong sO
ndy c6 mang sing may.

Liéu ¢6 phai bon ho 1 nguyén nhin giy ra nhimg tiéng ring réc gin d6 - ma co lai vira nghe thiy, ¢6 vé con dang lai gin hon?

Dance hoi vé dy 4n nha méy khir méin, thé 1 Ong ta tudn ra mdt trang dai bét tan ddy chét thuong mi vé cong nghé hién dai nhét ma nha my d6 s& st
dung. C6 nghe thay nhirng tir nhur “qua trinh loc™, “mang”, “thing chira nurée ngot”. Brubaker danh cho hai nhan vién di€u tra mot bai lén l6p ngin vé chi
phi rat thap cua nhitng h¢ thong mdi cho phép hién thuc hda viée tao ra nude ngot bang khir min mot cach kinh t€.

Cb tiép nhan chit it thong tin, thay vao d6 v t6 vé quan tim va tap trung vao nghién ctru hanh vi co ban ctia vi chii nha.

An tuong dAu tién ctia Dance I Brubaqu duong nhu khdng hé bdi rdi trude su co mit cta ho, mic diu phfmg nhan vat thude kiéu “Machiavelli dién
hinh” hiém khi bi chao dao boi nhitng moi lién hé vi con ngudi - dau la quan hé lang man, xa hoi hay nghe nghiép. Tham chi nhirng nhén vat ndy con don
nhén tinh thé d6i dau mdt cach binh than. PG 1a mdt khia canh lam bon ho trd nén rat tai nang, Va nguy hiém modt cach tiém tang,

Dance nhiing mudn c6 nhiéu thoi gian hon dé thu thép thong tin co ban, song cd cam nhén dugc tinh thé khin cép, Vi vy ¢ chim dGit mén thao thao bat



tuyét clia 6ng ta lai va hoi, “Ong Brubaker, ong da & dau vao lic mdt gi chidu hdm qua va murdi mot gioy sang nay?”

Thoi diém dién ra hai c4i chét ctia Lyndon Strickland va Mark Watson.

“A, tai sa0?” mot nu cudi. Nhung Dance khong 1o ding saun 1 céi gi

“Chung t6i dang tim hiéu v& mot vai mbi de doa nhiim vio 6ng Chilton.”

Diing, cho du, tat nhién rdi, chira phai toan bo sur that.

“0, 6ng ta phi bang t6i, va bay gio t6i lai bi budc t9i?””

“Khong phai ching t6i dang budc t0i 6ng, ong Brubaker. Nhung 6ng c6 thé im on tra 1i cau hoi cta t6i dwoc khong?”

“T6i khong budc phai tra 101, Toi c6 thé yéu clu cac vi roi khoi ddy ngay lap tirc.”

“Dring thé. Ong c6 thé tir chdi hop tac. Nhung ching toi hy vong 6ng khong lam vay.”

“Cacvico thé hy vong gi tiry thich,” ong ta gin giong. Nu cudi tro nén dic thing, “Toi I}iéu chuyén gi dang dién ra roi. Xemra c6 da bi nhim lan sudt tir
qau den gio, dac wu Dance? Rat c6 thé khong phal mdt cdu nhdc vi thanh nién b1 tAmthan nao do da de doa moi ngudi nhur trong mot b phim kinh di
toL Ma trén thyc té ai d6 da loi dung cdu nhdc, bien ciu ta thanh vét the thin d€ nhén t6i gict James Chilton, phai vay khong?”

Cir ddy, Dance thim nghii. Nhung nhur thé ligu ¢6 nghia I 6ng ta dang de doa ho khong? Néu ong ta chinh 12 “ai d6” nhur ban than vira nhéc dén, thi
phai, ding la véy.

Carraneo licc nhanh vé phia co.
“Nghia [a cac vi da bi x6 miii.”

C6 rét nhidu nguyén tic quan trong trong thﬁm vAn va hoi cung duge coi nhur nguyén tic sb mot, song quan trong bac nhit k: Khong bao gior duoc dé
nhiing 101 cong kich c& nhan anh huéng dén ban.

Dance ndi bang giong vira phai, “Pa co mot loat tdi dc rat nghiém trong xay ra, ong Brubaker. Chung t6i dang diéu tra moi kha niing, Ong timg c6 xung
dot voi James Chilton, va da mot lan tan cong 6ng ay.”

“A7Vi chu nha noi bang giong phén bac, “va ¢6 thire sur nghii ring gy g6 mot cach cong khai véi ké t6i dang ngim ngam mubn giét i hanh dong khon
ngoan nhat trén doi chang?”

Hoic cuc ky ngu ngdce, hoac qua khon ngoan, Dance tham tra 1o Sau d6 c6 hoi, “Ong d4 ¢ d4u vao nhig thoi diém t6i d& cap dén? Ong c6 thé cho
chiing t6i biét, cling cd thé tir choi nhung chiing t6i s€ van tiép tuc di€u tra.”

“Cb ciing b mdt ké quy ray kho chiu ching kém gi Chilton. Thire Iong mé néi, diic vu Dance, ¢6 con té hon. C6 ndp sau tAm phit hiéu ctia minh.”
Carraneo cura quiy song khong noi gi.
Ca Dance ciing im ling. Hozic 1 vi chii nha s& cung cap thdng tin cho ho, hodc 6ng ta s& tong khir hai ngudi ra khoi cira.

Sai bét, Dance chot nhn ra. Van con mot Ira chon thir ba, ra chon van ngdm ngam am anh tir ic ¢6 nghe thiy nhing tiéng ring rac ky la trong ngbi
nha duong nhur vang vé nay.

Brubaker dang tim mot mon vii khi.

“T6i da chiu quéa di v6i chuyén ndy roi,” dng ta thi thim, d6i mét mod to tirc gidn, md toang ngiin kéo ban trén cling ra. Ban tay ong ta thd vao trong,
Trong d4u Dance chot 16e 1én hinh anh céc con ¢6, rdi dén chéng ¢0 va Michael O’Neil.

Lamon, ¢6 thim nghi, cAu mong minh da nhah. ..

“Rey, dang sau ching ta! An nip ngay!”

Va khi Brubaker ngudc miét Ién, 6ng thdy minh dang nhin chdm chiim vio ndng khau sting ngéin Glock ctia Dance trong khi Carraneo dang chiia sing vé
phia d6i di€n, hudng ra ctra phong lam viéc.

Ca hai diic vu déu dang quy xudng,
“Chiia 0i, binh finh nao!” dng ta kéu lén.

“Peén gio' van an toan,” Carraneo noi.



“Kiém tra bén ngoai,” c6 ra kénh.
Chéng trai tré nhe nhang di chuyén t6i bén cira, dimg nép vao mdt bén, rdi ding ban chan da cira mo ra. “An toan.”
Anh ta quay lai chiia sting khong ché Brubaker.

“Tr tir gio' hai tay cuia 6ng lén.”” Dance nd, khiu Glock Va:ln chia ra kha vitng vang, “Néu éng dang c6 vii khi trong tay, tha nd xubng ngay lap tirc.
Khéng dugce gio [én hay ha xuong. Hay tha nd xuong. Néu khong - ngay bay gio - ching t6i s€ ban. Hieu chia?”

Armold Brubaker thé hit ra. “T6i khong ¢6 sing.”
C5 khong nghe thiy tiéng mot khdu sting roi xudng mit san dt tién, nhung ong ta dang dura hai ban tay 1én rat chdm rai.
Khong gidng hai ban tay Dance, ching khong hé run ray chit ndo.

Trong nhirng ngén tay héng hao ctia nha phat trién dy 4n A mdt thm danh tlﬂép, duoc 6ng ném vé phia c6 mot cach khinh khinh. Hai dac vu cho lai vii
khi vao bao. Va ngoi xuong,

Dance nhin vao té.m danh ﬂﬂép, nghi lai tinh hudng khong thé vung vé hon. Trén d6 ¢6 biéu tuong ma vang ciia Bo Tur phép - con dai bang va dong chir
i rat nét. Co bict rat 1d ve nhitng tam thé ctia nhan vién FBL. Van con ca mdt hdp day & nha: Danh thiép cua chong co.

“Hom qua, vao thoi diém co ndi dén, 16i dang gip Amy Grabe, diic vu phu trach vin phong San Francisco ctia Cuc Diéu tra Lién bang. Chiing t6i da
gip nhau tai dy va tai khu wire du an. Tir khoang murdi mdt gio dén ba gio chicu.”

o}

Brubaker n6i, “Qué trinh khir miin nue bién cling céc co'so ha tang vé nurde khéc ki nhimg myc tiéu clia bon khing bo. Toi da lam vige v6i An ninh Noi
dia va FBI d€ dambao néu dy 4n dugc tién hanh, s& c6 nhitng bién phap an ninh thich dang.” Ong ta binh thén nhin Dance day coi thuong. Dau ludi
cham 1én mdt phia moi. “T61 hy vong s cd cac nhén vién lién bang tham gia. Toi d3 mat hét niém tin vao hye rong canh sat dia phurong.”

thhryn Dance khéng dinh xin 1i. C6 & lién lac dé kiémtrg lai voi dac vu Amy Grabe, nguoi cd biét rd va ton trong, b,ét chép nhimg khac biét vé quan
diém. Va cho du c6 bang chimg ngoai pham ciing khong the loai trir kha néng ong ta thué sat thu thye hién nhiing vu giét nguoi trén, Dance cling kho
lbng tin dugc mot ké c6 quan h¢ chit ch€ dén the voi FBI va DHS[1] lai mao hiém ty minh di gdy an. Bén canh d6, moi bieu hién cua Brubaker déu goi
y rang Ong ta dang ndi tht.

[1. Department of Homeland Security: Bo An ninh N§i dia. ]

“Pugc 10i, dng Brubaker. Ching t6i s& xac minh nhitng gi 6ng vira noi.”

“T6i hy vong cd s& im thé.”

“T6i rét cam on ong da danh thoi gian.”

Carraneo dira mét e dé nhin vé phia ¢6. Dance dao mit di hudng khéc.

Khi ho ra dén cira, Brubaker noi, “Doi chiit da.” Hai dic vu quay lai. “A, 6i n6i c6 ding khong?”’

“Ding khong?”

“V& chuyén co nghi ai d6 da giét cau nhoc va bién cau ta thanh ke thé mang trong mdt 4m muru nhém khir Chilton ay?”

Mot thoang im ling, Rdi ¢6 nghi: Sao lai khong nhi? Va Dance tra 1oi, “Phai, ching toi nghi ¢6 kha néng la vay.”

“Day,” Brubaker viét nguéch ngoac gi d6 1én mdt to gidy rdi dura nd cho ¢6. “Tay niy ki mot nhan vt c6 nén dé mit dén. Ong ta s& rét vui dugc kim cho
céiblog do... va ca chi nhin cta n6... bién mat.”

Dance nhin xudng dong ghi chi.
R&i tur héi tai sao chinh ¢ lai khong nghi ngd t6i nhan vt ndy trude do.
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DA xe trén mdt con phé bui bam tai thi trAn nhd Marina, ndm cach Monterey nam dimvé phia béc, Dance chi c6 mdt minh trong chiéc Crown Vic cta
¢d va dang ndi chuyén dién thoai ctng TJ.

“Vé Brubaker?”” 6 hoi.

“Khodng c6 tién str toi pham,” anh ta thong béo. Va bubi im viéc - ciing nhur bang chimg ngoai pham - ciia 6ng ta voi FBI dé duoc xic minh.

Ong ta van c6 thé thué ai d6 lam viéc cho minh, song thong tin vira i qua thue da dura vi doanh nhén roi khoi ghé nong,

Su chuy gior ddy duoc tap trung vao nhén vat Brubaker da cung cap tén cho co. Caitén trén to gidy 14 Clint Avery, va ngay lic nay déy, co dang tan
it nhin vao 6ng ta tir khoang céch chimg mdt trim yard[ 1], xuyén qua mdt hing rao lwéi mit cao trén dinh c6 ching day thép gai bao quanh khu virc
cong ty xay dung quy md clia 6ng ta toa lac.

[1. Yard: Pon vi do chidu dai, trong dirong 0.915m]

Cai tén Avery chua bao gio xuat hién nhu mdt nhan vét c6 lién quan t6i cude diéu tra. Vimot 1y do rat hop 1&: Ong chi xdy dung chua bao gio dang bai
trén blog va Chilton ciing chura bao gioy viét vé 6ng ta trén Ban tin.

Nghiia 13 chura viét thing tan tén. Chi dé Con duong lat gach vang da khong ndi ra cu thé tén Avery. Song lai diit cau hoi vé quyét dinh ctia chinh quyén
cho xay tuyén xa 16 cting nhur qua trinh ddu thau, va mdt cach bong gio ciing chi trich nha thiu - ma déng ra Dance phéi biét d6 1 Avery Construction, vi
¢d da bi mdt todn cong nhén clia cong ty ndy chin lai canh cong truong xdy dung tuyén xa 16 khi dang trén dudng t6i truong hoc hé ctia Caitlin Gardner
hai hom trude. Co da khong hé lién hé hai viée ndy véi nhau.

Lic nay, TJ Scanlon dang ndi véi ¢6, “C6 vé Clint Avery ¢6 lién quan t61 mot cong ty timng bi’diéu tra vi sir dung vét libu kém chét hrong nim nim trude.
Cudc dieu tra bi dong lai thue sy qua nhanh. Nhieu kha ning bai phong su cta Chilton s&€ khién né dugc mo lai.”

Mot dong co rét tdt dé giét ong ta, Dance tan thanh. “Camon, TJ. Tét m. .. Va Chilton da dua cho cau danh sach cac dbi trong nghi vin khac?”
“Phai.”

“C6 ai d6 ndi bat khong?”

“Pén gio thi chura, tha sép. Nhung t6i rit mirng vi minh khong c6 Eimkeé thii nhur 6ng 4y.”

C5 bt cudi trong chdc Iat, va hai ngudi ngiit lién lac.

Tir xa, Dance tiép tuc quan sat Clint Avery. C6 da xem cac birc anh cta 6ng ta ca chuc Jn - trén ban tin va trén bao. That kho bo qua ngudi dan ng
nay. Cho du chéc chin da timg vurot qua ngudng triéu ph nhiéu lan, 6ng ta van &n mic hét nhur bat clr cong nhén nao khac: 4o so mi xanh cai day but
trén t0i ngire, quan bao hd mau ndu vang, di ing. Hai tay 4o so'mi duoc xan Ién va c6 nhin thdy mot hinh xam trén cang tay ram nang. Ban tay 6ng ta
cammot cai mil bao h mau vang, Bén hdng deo mdt chiec bd damto. C6 s€ khong ngac nhién néu thay mot khau sing huc; khudn miit to be kembd ria
ram lam 6ng ta trong kha giong voi mét tay xa thi. Co nd may va lai qua cong. Avery d€ y thay chiec xe ctia 6. Ong ta hoi nheo mt lai va duong nhu
nhan ra ngay lap tirc day la mot chice xe cong vu. Ong chii thau xay dung ket thiic cude trao doi voi mdt nguoi dan dng méc do khodc da, nguoi kia
quay di. Rat hoi ha.

C6 dimg xe. Avery Construction la mdt cong ty nghiém tiic, tan tuy cho mbt muc dich: Xay dung cac cong trinh. Nhimg khu nha kho Ion tich tri vat lieu
xdy dyng, xe Ui, miy xtic, xe tai va xe jeep. C6 ca mOt nha méy bé tong ngay tai chd nhitng cong trinh trong nhur nha xuéng véi khung kim loai va g,
nhitng bon diesel 16n san sang tiép nhién lidu cho cac loai xe, nhimg can nha tién ché hinh vom ban nguyét va céc kho hang. Khu vin phong chinh duge
tao thanh tir mdt s6 toa nha chie nang l6n, tAt ca déu thap Chua c6 nha thiét ké do hoa hay phong canh nao dugc tham dy vao viée kién tao nén Avery
Construction.

Dance xung danh. Ong chii cong ty t6 théi d niémné va bt tay 6, nhitng nép nhéin héin su vao khuon it rdm niing quanh doi mt trong khi ong ta
nhin vao thé cong vu cua d6i phuong,

“Ong Avery, ching toi hy vong ong c6 thé gitip. Han dng ciiing da biét vé cac vu toi 4c xay ra m6i dy quanh khu vire Ban dao Monterey?”

“Tén Sat Nhan Beo Mt Na, cau nhoc do, t6i biét chir. Nghe n6i hom nay vira co ngudi bi giét. That kinh khing, T6i c6 thé giup gi dugc cho c6?”
“K¢é sat nhan dé lai nhimg cay thip tir & ven duong nhur 101 canh cdo ring hén s& con gy ra thém toi 4c nira.”

Avery gat dau. “T6i da xem qua chuyén do trén ban tin.”

“Viy ddy, ching toi d4 nhan ra mot dicu ky la. C6 mdt sb trong nhitng cay thap tw nay dugc dé lai gan dia diém cac dy 4n xdy dung ctia ong”

“That vay sa0?” mdt cai cau may, 1ong may 6ng ta co lai ddng ké. Xuat phat tir phan (g véi tin tirc chiing? Dance khong 1d nira. Avery dinh quay dau,
song lai thdi. Co phai 6ng ta wvira dinh nhin vé phia ngurdi cong tc mic 4o khoac da ctia minh mot cach vo thirc?



“T6i c6 thé gilp bang cach ndo day?”
“Ching t6i mubn n6i chuyén véi mot s nhn vién ctia ong dé xemho ¢6 phét hién ra diéu gi bt thuong hay khong,”
“C]]:’E 5 mn??ﬂ

“Niguoi qua duong c6 thii d cur xii khéic la, nhimg d6 vat khong binh thurdng, ¢6 thé B vét 16p xe dap hay vét chin ¢ khu v da dugc phong toa dé
xay dyng, Pay 1a mdt danh sach cac dia diém,” c6 da viet ra vai noi trude d6 khi ngdi trong xe.

Vi vé quan ngai 16 16 trén khudn mit, 6ng ta nhin qua ban danh sach, sau d6 nhét to gidy vao tiii 40 so mi va khoanh hai tay lai. Ban than cir chi ndy
khong c6 nhidu y nghia im trong ngdn ngi co thé, vi co khong kip c6 thoi gian dé ghi nhén mdt vach ranh giéi. Nhung khoanh tay va gac chéo chan la
nhing ctr chi phong vé va c6 thé thé hién tam trang khong thoai méi. “Cé mudn t6i cung cip mdt danh sach cc nhin vién timg Am viéc gan nhitng noi
d6? K& tix khi cac vu glet chéc bat dAu, 161 doan vay.”

“Chinh xac. D6 s& 1a mot sy gitip do 1on lao.”

“T6i chic ¢ mubn c6 n6 som chimg ndo hay chimg dy.”

“Cang som cang tot.”

“T6i s& Am nhitng gi c6 thé.”

C6 camon 6ng chi thau va quay tro lai xe, sau d6 l4i xe roi khoi bai ¢ ra ngoai duong, Dance dirng lai canh mdt chiéc Honda Accord mau xanh sam
dau gin d6. C6 dang dixe theo chiéu ngwroc lai, viy nén cira s6 xe dé mo ctia ¢6 céch cira xe Rey Carraneo hai foot. Anh ta ngdi sau tay lai chiéc
Honda, tay 4o so' mi xin cao, khong deo ca vat. Trude day 6 moi chi trong thiy anh ta an neic thoai mai thé ndy hai lan: Trong mdt budi picnic ctia vin
phong va mot budi tiée barbecue rit ky cuc tai nha Charles Overby.

“Ong ta ngm moi rdi,” Dance n6i. “T6i khong 16 6ng ta ¢6 méc cau khong”

“Ong ta phan tmg thé n30?”

“Kho long danh gia dugc. Toi khong c6 thoi gian ghi nhan vach ranh gioi. Nhung cam nhan cta t6i a 6ng ta da cb ging dé t6 vé binh tinh va hop tac.
Ong ta lo lang hon nhi€u so v6i vé bé ngoai. Toi khong dugc chac chan dén the vé mot trong nhing tro thi cta ong ta,” c6 md ta lai ngurdi dan ong méc
40 khodc da. “Néu c6 ai trong hai ngudi roi khoi cong ty, hily bam sat.”

“R, thua sép.”

sk

Patrizia Chilton m& cira va git d4u v6i Greg Ashton, ngudi duge chdng ba goi 1 “Blogger S6 Mot” - theo phong cach dang mén nhung c6 pha chit kho
chiu ctia Jim

“Chao Pat,” Ashton noi. Ca hai bit tay. Ngudi dan 6ng manh khanh, niic chiée quan Vai Imiu ndu vang dit tién va mot cai do khoac thé thao rt dien,
hat ham v€ phia chiéc xe tuan canh do ngoai duong. “Anh chang canh sat d6? Anh ta chang chiu hé rang n6i gi ca. Anh ta c6 mit & day vi may vu giet
ngudi phai khong?”

“Ho chi dang dé phong”

“T6i ¢6 theo ddi vu viéc. Chic hén hai anh chi phai rat kho chin.”

Nguoi phy nit mim cudi kién cuong, “Noi thé con la nhe. D6 qua I mdt con dc mdng” Ba thich c6 thé bay t6 cam gidc cua minh vi khong phai lic nao
ciing lam dugc diéu d6 véi Jim Nguoi vo dugc tin 1 can dong vién va tng ho chong. Ky thure, nhicu khi ba cting ndi cau véi vai trd mit phong vién dicu
tra khong biét ngirng nghi ctia 6ng, Cong viéc d6 quan trong, ba hiu, nhung déi e chi don gian 1a ba ghét cai blog do.

Conbay gio. .. Diéu do giy nguy hiém cho ca gia dinh va budc ho phai chuyén t6i mdt khéch san! Sang nay ba da phai nho Ong anh trai, mt ngudi vam
vor timg 13 nhén vién bao vé & trudng dai hoc, thap ting mAy cau con ti trai hé ban ngly ctia ching, i & d6 va dua bon tré vé.

Ba chdt cira lai sau lung ho. “T6i ¢6 thé moi anh thir gi d6 chir?” Patrizia hoi Ashton.

“Khong, khong, cam on chi, t6i n ca.”

Patrizia dan vi khéch t6i trure cira phong m viée ctia chong, doi mét ba nhin ra sin sau qua mdt khung ctra sb 1on ngoai sanh.
Mt chit lo Eing nhéi én trong 1ong ngure.

C6 phai ba da thiy thir gi d6 trong bui cdy sau nha khong? C6 phai d6 1 mot dang ngudi khong?



Nguoi phu nit dirng bude.

“C6 gi khong 6n sao?”” Ashton hoi.

Timba dang dap dir doi. “Toi... Khong g ca. C6 I& chi B mdt con hirou thoi. Toi phai ndi ring tat ca vu viée ndy da lam thén kinh t6i chin dong manh.”
“Toi khong thiy gi ca.”

“N6 di rdi,” ngudi phu nit noi. Nhung 6 thét thé khong? Ba khong thé dodn chéic. Déu vy, ba vin khong mubn Fim vi khéch bj hoang mang, Hon nia,
tat ca clra sO va cura ra vao déu da duoc khoa.

Hai ngudi dén phong lam viée ctia chdng Patrizia va budc vao trong,

“Anh yéu,” ba néi, “Greg dén nay.”

“A, vira ding gio.”

Hai ngudi dan 6ng bét tay nhau.

Patrizia ngd 101, “Greg ni anh 4y khong mudn ding gi. Con anh thi sao, anh yéu?”

“Khong can du, anh 6n ca. Thém tra nita B anh s& vo phong vé sinh trong sudt cudc gip mat.”
“Puge 10, t6i s& dé cho hai anh dan dng cac vi Bm viéc clia minh va quay lai v6i viée dong goi dd.”

Tim ba lai ching xubng khi nghil &én chuyén phéi chuyén t6i mdt khach san. Ba ghét bj ddy ra khoi ngdi nha ctia chinh minh. t nhét cac con trai ba s& coi
d6 1a mdt chuyen phiéu ru.

“Thire ra,” Ashton néi, “nén lai mdt phit da, Pat. Toi s& quay mdt video vé hoat dong ctia Jim dé dura Ién trang ctia minh. T6i mudn c6 ca chi vio nita.”
Ong ta dét chiéc cap cua minh 1én ban r6i md ra.

“T6i u?”” Patrizia ngd nging. “O, khong, Toi con chura lim toc. Tham chi con chura trang diém.”

Ashton noi, “Trude hét, trong chi rét tuyét. Nhung diu quan trong hon cd, viét blog khong lién quan gi dén kidu toc hay trang diém. N6 lién quan t6i sw
chan thuc. T61da quay rat nhieu video nhur thé ndy va chura bao gio' d€ ai d6 thoa son moi.”

“A, néu vay thi t6i doan | dwoc,” Patrizia dap lo dang, van tiép tuc nghi ngoi vé chuyén dong khi ndy nhin thdy sau nha. Ba dang ra nén béo lai chuyén
d6 véi nguoi canh sat gac trude cha.

Ashton bét cudi. “Dii sao ciing chi | quay bang webcam thoi, voi d phn giai trung binh,” 6ng ta gio Ién mot miy quay nho.

“Anh s& khong dura ra cau hoi voi t6i chir?” ngudi phu nir chot tré nén hot hoang trude y nghi nay. Chi riéng blog ctia Jimda c¢6 hang trdm nghin nguoi
doc. Blog cua Greg Ashton rat ¢6 kha niang con nhi€u hon nita. “T6i s€ chang biet phai n6i gi dau.”

“Nhur thé nghe s& guong gao qua. Hay chi can ni vé cam tudng khi két hén véi mot ngudi viét blog thoi.””
Ong chong bat cuoi. “Toi dam cugc 1 ¢o Ay s& ¢6 rat nhidu diéu dé néi diy.”

“Ching ta ¢6 thé quay bao lu tly y anh.”

Ashton dung 1én mot c4i gia ba chan & goc phong rdi Bip mdy quay trén do.

Jimthu don ban im viéc ctia dng ta, sdp xép lai hang chuc chdng bao va gidy td. Ashton bat cudi va xua xua mdt ngdn tay. “Ching ta mubn n6 chan
thue, Jim”

Thém mdt tiéng cudi nita. “Pugc thdi. Ciing cong bang Em,” Jim dé nguyén béo va tap chi lai nhur il

Patrizia ngémnhm chinh minh trong mdt tAm gwong trang tri nho treo trén turong, ding cc ngdn tay krdt voi qua mdi toc. Khong, ba quyét dinh ddy thach
thirc. Ki€u chi ba ciing s€ chinh trang lai minh mbt chit, cho du vi khach cé ndi gi di nita. Nguoi phy nit quay lai d€ nbi véi Ashton dieu do.

Ba chi c6 mot khoanh khéic dé chop mit, va khong 6 thi gian dé bao vé ban thin khi Ashton dm théing vao ma ba, va cham dit doi v6i phén xuong,
lamrach toac da va hat Patrizia xudng san.

MEit m to kinh hoang va siing s&, Jim bét day vé phia vi khach.
Va ding imnhu hoa d khi Ashton gi mt hong sting vao mit ong ta.

“Khong!” Patrizia kéu Ién, cb loang choang dung day. “Pung lam hai anh éy!”



Ashton dura cho Patrizia mot cudn bang dinh va ra Knh cho ba tr6i hai tay ong chong ra sau g,

Nguoi phunit do du.

“Lam ngay!”

Hai ban tay run iy by, nuréc mét gian gjua, trong tim trang rdi boi, Patrizia lim theo nhiing gi ba duoc ra énh.

“Anh yéu,” ba thi thim trong Itc tréi doi tay ong chong vao sau ghé. “Emsg im.”

“Hay lam nhitng g anh ta bao,” ngudi chdng noi rdi liéc niit nhin Ashton. “Chuyén quai quy gi thé nay?”

Ashton tang & 6ng ta va tim téc Patrizia 161 t6i goc phong, Ngudi phu nit kéu thét 1én, nude mit rong rong. “Khong .. khong, Pau qua. Khong!”
Ashton cling ding bang dinh trdi tay ba lai.

“Ong 14 ai?”” Jim thi thAm.

Nhung Patrizia Chilton c6 thé tir tra 16 cau hoi d6. Greg Ashton chinh I Ké Sat Nhan véi cay thap tu ven dudng,

Ashton d y thay Jim nhin ra ngoai. Hin lim bam, “Ga canh sat u? Hén chét roi. S& khong c6 ké ndo giip cac nguoi dau.”

Ashton chia méy quay vao khudn mt kinh hoang tai nhot v6i doi it dam dia ctia Jim “May mudn ¢6 thém ngudi theo ddi Ban tin quy hoa ctia minh
diing khong, Chilton? Pugc, miy s& ¢6. Tao cugc lan ndy s& la mot ky luc. Tao khong nghi trude ddy ching ta tirg c6 dip nhin thay mt nguoi vict blog
bi giét trudc webcam.”

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Ty Ven Duong duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 35

Kathryn Dance da quay lai tru s6 cia CBIL. C6 thét vong khi dugc biét Jonathan Boling da vé Santa Cruz. Nhung vi anh da tim ra kham phé quan trong
nhat cia minh - Stryker, a phai, Jason - nén lic nay ciing khong ¢ gi nhicu nita dé anh lam

Rey Carraneo goi vé v6i vai tin dang quan tim. Anh chang cho hay Clint Avery da r0i khoi cong ty ctia ong ta trude d6 muoi phit. Bac vu da bam theo
6ng ta doc céc con dudng 1ong gio cta nhiing Pdng c6 Nha tro, cai tén huyen thoai d4m chét vin hoc ma John Steinbeck da diit cho vimg d4t nong
nghiép turoi t6t phi nhiéu nay. Trén chuyén hanh trinh 6ng ta dirng lai hai lAn bén vé dwong, Ca hai lan, 6ng chu thiu xdy dung déu gip ai d6. Lan thir i
nhat, hai pgum dan 6ng l?o dang Amli- dn miac nhu cao boi - di mot chiéc béan tai ky cue. Lan thir hai, Irpt nggm d;ln ong tdc bac mic mdt bo vest kiéu
cach, ngdi sau tay l4i chiéc Cadillac. Nhimg cudc gip g& dudng nhur ¢6 ve dang ngo khién Avery t6 ra bon chon thay rd. Carraneo da ghi lai bién s6 xe
va cho timkieém thong tin lién quan.

Lic ndy Avery dang di vé phia Carmel, Carraneo dang bam ngay sau ong ta.

Dance cam théy nan. C6 da hy vong cubc gap cua minh voi Avery s& danh dong 6ng chit thiu xdy dung - ép ong ta voi vang lao t6i mdt ngdi nha an toan
nao do, noi cat giau bang chimg - va co thé ca Travis nita.

Nhung thyc té d khong dién ra nhur thé.

Déu vy, nhirng nguoi Avery da gap hoan toan c6 thé 14 nhitng tay dam thué chém murdn dimg dang sau iy vu giét ngudi. Cac thong tin vé ding ky xe
s& ¢6 thé cung cap cho ¢d vai manh mdi, néu khong phai cau tra 1o

TJ twa du vao khung ctra phong c6. “Nay, sép, sép van quan tim dén Hamilton Royce chi?”

Nguoi nhiéu kha néng trong lic niy ciing dang ngim nghi xem nén kxm thé nao dé hity hoai tan tanh sur nghiép ctia ¢6. “Cho t6i précis[1] mdt phit nhé.”
[1. Chinh x4c (tiéng Phép).]

“Caigi?” TJ héi

“Khéi quat. Toém tit. Tiéu hoa.”

“Précis” | mdt tir 42 Qué | ngay ndo ciing hoc droc didu mdi. .. Pugc rdi. Royce 1 mot curu ludt sur. Roi bo cong viée hanh nghé mot cach bi dn va


http://ebookfull.net

nhanh chong, Ong ta o mdt tay rt cling cra. Lam viéc chii yéu véi sau hay bay co quan khéc nhau cua tiéu bang. Danh nghia chinh thirc cua ong y |
thanh tra. Mot cach khong chinh thirc dng ta 14 chuyén gia chinh don. C6 xem phim Michael Clayton roi chir?”

“C6 Geogre Clooney déng, ¢6 chir. Hai lan.”
“Hai lan?”
“George Clooney.”

“A. Thé nay nhé, d6 chinh la viéc Royce lam Gé.n day 6ng ta da lam rat nl}iéu viéc cho cac nhén vat cao cép tai vin phong phé thdng dbc, Uy ban Ning
luong tiéu bang, EPA[2] va Uy ban Tai chinh Quoc hdi. Néu noi ndo cé van de, ong ta s& xuat hién & d6.”

[2. Enviromental Protection Agency: Cuc Bao v¢ Mdi trudng Lién bang M. |
“Kiéu van d& gi vay?”

“Nhitng bat ddng giita cac ty ban, nhitng vu bé bbi, quan hé cong ching, tham nhiing, tranh chap vé hop dong. Toi van dang chd dé duoc hoi dap thém
chi tiet.”

“Hay cho t6i biét néu c6 thir gi ¢6 thé sir dung,” ¢6 Ira chon mdt trong nhimg dong tir wa thich ctia ong ta.

“Str dung? Pé hm gi?”

“Gitta Royce va t61, ching t6i c¢6 chit xung dot.”

“Vay I sép mudn de doa dng ta?”

“N6i thé to tat qua. Hay néi don gian I t6i mubn gitt chd 1am ctia minh.”

“To6i ciing mudn ¢ gitt duoc chd am, thira sép. Sép gitip t6i thoat toi giét nguoi. A, con véi Avery thi sao rdi?”
“Rey dang lam céi dudi ctia ong ta.”

“Cach noi hay ddy. Nghe ciiing ngang vai ‘lm ci bong’.”

“Thé con tién trinh diéu tra theo danh sach d6i twong tinh nghi ctia Chilton dén déu roi?”

TJ cho biét viée in theo déu vét nhitng ngudi ndy dang dién ra rat chdm chap. Nhiéu ngwoi da chuyén nha, khong c6 dia chi, hogc khong c6 nha, rdi
nhiéu céi tén da thay doi.

“Hay chuyén cho t6i mdt nira,” ¢ yéu cau. “Toi ciing s& tham gia tim kiém.”
Nguoi dac vu tré dua cho cd mot to g]éy “T6i sé cho sép ban danh sach ngé.n,” anh tandi, “vicod la sép ura thich cua t61.”

Dance nhin qua nhitng cai tén, tur hoi tt nhét nén tién hanh diéu tra nhur thé ndo. Trong tim tri c6 chot vang 1én nhimg 1i ni ctia Jon Boling, Chiing ta dé
16 ra qua nhiéu thdng tin vé ban than trén mang, Qua qua nhicu.

Kathryn Dance quyét dinh s& tim hiéu sau tir cac co s& dit liéu chinh théng - Trung tAm Thong tin Toi pham Qudc gia, Chirong trinh Theo ddi Toi pham
Bao luc, Co s¢ di ligu mo vé cac Iénh bat giam ¢ California ciing nhu co sé dit liéu duroc cap nhat rat day du vé ho so dang ky phuong tién giao thong.

Trong ltic ndy, ¢6 & bam Iy Google da.

K

Greg Schaeffer quan sat James Chilton, ngudi dang ngdi trrde niit y, vo ciing s héi va bé bét mau.
Schaeffer da dimg cai tén gia Greg Ashton dé tiép can Chilton ma khong gy ra su nghi ng.

Vi céi tén “Schaeffer” rét ¢6 thé s& khién ong chi blog canh gidc. Nhung ciing hoan toan c6 thé | khong; Schacffer s& khong théy ngac nhién chit nio
neu Chilton thudng xuyén quén di nhitng nan nhan da phai chiu kho so vi blog ctia 6ng ta.

Y ngtii ndy cang lam Schaeffer ndi dién hon, va khi Chilton bit dAu ling bing, “Tai sao...?” y lai nén 6ng ta lan nita.

Péu bi hét nguoc ra sau, dap vao phan trén lung ghé m 6ng ta rén lén. Rat tuyét, nhung van con chira c6 vé kinh hoang dén mirc khién Schaeffer thay
thoa mén.

“Ashton! Sao 6ng lai lam chuyén nay?”



Schaeffer cti nguoi ra trude, tim chat ]éy’cé 4o Chilton. Y thi thao, “May s& doc m0t ban tuyén bo. Néu nhimng diéu miy n6i nghe khong c6 vé chan
thanh, khong c6 vé hoi han, vo miy s& chet. Cac con miy ciing the. Tao bict ching n6 sap tir trai hé quay vé nha. Tao da theo di ching. Tao bict rat 1
thoi gian biew.”

Y quay sang vo Chilton. “Va tao biét 6ng anh may dang di cing chiing n6. Hin 1 mot gi d6 con ddy, nhung ciing khong phai 1 40 chdng dan.”

“Oi Chuia 01, khong!” Patrizia kéu lén thang thdt, rdi da khoc. “Lam on ding!”

Va dén lic ndy, cudi cling ndi so' hai thure sy cting hién Ién trén mit Chilton. “Khong, dimg Bim hai gia dinh t6i! Lam on, Bmon. .. Toi s& m bat cir dicu
gl ong muon. Chi can dung lamhai hg.”

“Hay doc ban tuyén bd va hmsao dé c6 vé thuc su miy co }'{dc’),’j Schaeffer canh cdo, “Rdi tao s& d bon ho duoc yép. Tao s& cho may hay, Chilton,
voi ho tao chi co sy thong cam. Ho xirng dang c6 mdt cude song tot hon so voi viée phai dinh dang véi mt bai phan thoi tha nhu nay.”

“Toi s& doc,” Chilton ndi. “Nhung ong 14 ai? Sao ong lai lam vi€c nay? Ong no t61 mot cau tra 1o1.”’
Schaeffer p tirc ndi khing, “No may?”y gam 1én, “No may u? Bd dé tién ngao man!” Y nén thing ndm d4m vao ma Chilton mdt 1in nira, kim 6ng ta
choang vang, “Tao clnng no may gi heL ké tan cOng cli ngudira va gan giong. “Tao I ai, tao la ai u? May co biét ai d4 bi nay hity hoai cude doi
khong ha? Khong, tat nhién 1a khong roi. Vi may ngdi trong cai ghé méc dich do, cach cube spng thure ca mot triéu dm, va ba hoa bat cir céi gi may
muon ndi. May gd may chit thoi tha trén ban phim ctia may, giri vung vai di khap thé gidi va roi may lai nhaim vao thir khac. Li¢u khai niémhiu qua c6 y
nghia gi voi may khong ha? Hay trach nhigm?”
“T6i cb ging t ra chinh xac. Néu t6i im sai gi do...”
Schaeffer ndi xung. “May B do mi quang chét tiét. May khong hiéu réng minh ¢6 vé diing nhung lai van sai. Liéu may c6 nhét thiét phai phanh phui hét
moi bi mat trén the gidi nay ra khong ha? Hay may nhat thiet phai hiy hoai cudc doi nguoi khac chang vi Iy do nao - ngoai trir két qua binh chon xép
hang cho may?”
“Lamon!”
“Li€u céi tén Anthony Schaeffer c6 y nghia gi voi may khdng ha?”
Po6i mét Chilton nhim lai trong khoanh khéc. “Oil”
Khi dng ta md mt ra, trong do6 tran ngip sang o, va ¢6 & ca 4n han. Song diéu d6 ching hé Am Schaeffer may may xtic dong
[t nhAt Chilton con nhé ngudi 6ng ta da hiy hoai.
Patrizia hoi, “Ai vay? Ong ta mudn nhéc dén ai vay, Jim?”
“Hay n6i cho vo maiy biét di, Chilton.”
Ong ta thd dai. “D6 i mdt ngudi dong tinh da t sat sau khi bi anh vach trin miy nam trude. Va ong dy ...?”
“Anh trai tao,” giong ciia ké tin cong lac di.
“T6i xin 16i.”
“Xin 16i,” Schaeffer mia mai.
“T6i xin 16 vi nhitng gi da xay ra. Toi khong bao i mudn éng Ay phai chét! Ong can phai biét thé. Toi da cam thiy thét kinh khing”

Schaeffer quay sang Patrizia, “Chdng ba, tiéng noi ctia dao dire va cong ly toan cau, khong mudn mdt muc su trong nha tho lai dong thoi i mot nguoi
ddng tinh.”

Chilton phén di, “B6 khong phii k 1y do. Han din dau mbt chién dich phén dbi hon nhén dong tish nam rét rim r§ ¢ California. Toi tAn cong vao sw
dao dirc gia cua han chir khong phai xu huéng tinh duc. Va ca théi vo dao dire cta hian nita. Mac duda ket hon, ¢6 con. ... nhung khi di cong chuyén,
hén lai goi trai bao t6i phuc vu minh. Han lira d6i vo minh, d6i lic voi ba ngudi dan dng khac trong mot dém!”

Vé thach thirc ciia Jim da quay tro lai, va Schaeffer mudn nén ong ta lan nita, roi i y lai lam thé, tht ning tay va nhanh chong,

“Tony da tranh d4u dé tim ra con duong ctia Chia. Anh dy da truot ngd vai Bin. Va may viét vé chuyén d6 nhur thé anh &y B mot con quéi vt viy! May
thim chi chura bao gio' cho anh ay mdt co hdi dé giai thich. Chiia da giip anh ay timra con duong,”

“A, Chuia d3 khong lam duoc tt cho im Khong phai ...”

Nim dim lai nén mléng,



“Jim, dirng d6i co voi gi nita. Lamon!”

Chilton cti dAu xudng. Cudi cling trong dng ta ¢6 vé tuyét vong va tran ngap phién mudn, so hai.
Schaeffer khoan khoai cim nhan ndi tuyét vong ctia 6ng ta.

“Hay doc ban tuyén b di.”

“Puoc thoi. Toi s& Bm bét ctr didu gi ong mudn. T6i s& doc. Nhung gia dinh ti.. . imon,” vé thdng kho tot cling trén khudn niit Chilton ching khac gi
huong vi ctia rugu vang hao hang véi Schaeffer.

“Tao hira v6i my diéu d6,” y ni ra cu nay mdt céch chén thanh, cho du dang nghi Patrizia chéic s& khong song JAu hon chong ba qua hai gidy - m noi
cho cung day ciing Ia mdt hanh dong nhan dao. Ba s¢ khong muon ti€p tuc song mdt minh. Hon nita, ngudi phu nit ndy con 1a nhan chimg,

V& phin e, y s khong giét ching. Thir nhét, theo du kién phai gn mit gi&r dong hd nita ching moi vé dén nha, e Ay y da chudn tir liu. Bén canh
d6, y mubn c6 sy dong cam ctia thé gioi. Giét tay chi blog va vo hén 1 mdt chuyén, i tré lai 1 chuyén khéc.

Phia dudi may quay, Schaeffer da dan m6t manh gidy 6 ghi ban tuyén bd y da viét sang hom do6. Mot 1di tuyén bd day xic dong - dugc soan théo theo
cach nhu dé dambao s€ khong ai co the lién h¢ gitra tdiac va y.

Chilton héing giong rdi nhin xudng. Ong bt dau doc. “Péy k mot i tuyén bd. .. giong ong ta diit quing.
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“Tuyét voil” Schaeffer tiép tuc cho méay quay hoat dong,

Chilton bat dau lai, “Péy a mot 11 tuyén bd giri t6i nhing ai timg doc blog ciia t6i, Ban tin Chilton, trong nhitng nim qua. Khong c6 gi trén thé gian nay
quy gia hon danh tiéng ctia mot con nguoi, con t6i dd danh cudc doi minh dé hity hoai mot cach vo ich va ngau nhién danh tiéng ctia nhicu cong dan dang
hoang, chinh tryrc.”

Ong ta da lam thue su tot.

“That d& dé mua mot cai méy tinh ré tién, mot trang web va mot phin mém tao blog ndo do, vy 1a chi trong nam phit ban da c¢6 mdt khong gian de bay
t6 quan diém ca nhin ctia minh - mot 10i s& duoc hang triéu nguoi trén khéip thé gi¢i biét dén. Dleu ndy dan t61 mot cam gidc that mé ngudi ve quyén
Ire. Nhung d6 khong phai i mot quyén hre ¢ duge mdt cach chinh dang. D6 1 mot thir quyén hre bi danh cip.”

“T6i da viét nhiéu diéu vé& ngudi khic ma thire ra nhitng 104 18 d6 chi don thuén 1 nhitng tin don. Nhimg tin don nay lan rong, va rdi ching dugc thira
nhén nhu syr thét, cho dudé chi la nhing 1oi dditra khong hon khong kém. Vi blog cua t61 ma cude song cuia mot thiéu nién.... Travis Brigham... da bi huy
hoai. Cau thiéu nién d6 chéing con gi dé laim muc dich song nita. Va t6i ciing thé. Cau dy da tim kiém cong bang vai viée chong lai nhing ai da cong kich
minh, nhig ngudi dong thoi ciing 1 ban toi. Va gidr day chang trai tré t6i tim t6i dé doi lai cong Iy. Toi B nguoi phai chiu trach nhiém t6i hdu vé cude doi
bi hity hoai ctia cau 4y.”

Nhirng giot nude it 1ong Ay dang kin xubng trén miit Chilton. Schaeffer nhur bay bong trén tén thién dudng

“Gior ddy, t6i thira nhan trach nhiém vé viéc hity hoai danh tiéng ctia Travis ciing nhur ctia nhitng nguoi da bi ti viét bai cong kich mdt cach bét can. Ban
an luc nay Travis danh cho t6i s€ 1a 10 canh tinh cho nhitng ké khac: Su thét 14 thiéng liéng. Tin don khong phai 1a sy tht. .. Va bay gio, tam biét.”
Chilton hit that sau va dua it nhin nguoi vo.

Schaeffer thiy thoa niin. Nguoi dan ong kia da lim rét t6t. Y dimg webcam lai va kiém tra mn hinh. Chi c6 hinh anh ctia Chilton. Con vo 6ng ta thi
khong. Y khong muon hinh anh céi chét ctia ngudi phu nit, chi tay chi blog I du. Y kéo i may quay lai chit it d€ toan bd co thé nguoi dan 6ng déu
nam trong khuon hinh.

Y s& bén tay ndy mot phét, vao dung tim, va dé han chét trude miy quay, sau d6 tai doan phim ding Ién mot s6 trang mang xa hoi va nhitng blog khac.
Schaeffer wde tinh s& mat hai phit d€ doan video xuét hién trén YouTube, va s& c6 vai triéu nguoi xem qua nd trude khi cong ty chi quan g doan phim
xuong. Nhung dén lic 4y, nhirng phin mém u cho phép tai cac doan video vé mdy han da tim thay n6, va doan phim han da lan rong khap the gioi nhu
nhiing t€ bao ung thu.

“Nguoi ta s& tim thiy ng,” Chilton Aim nhAm. “Canh sat.”

“Nhung ching s& khong tim tao. Chiing s& tim Travis Brigham. V2 thanh thyre m ndi, tao khong nghf lai ¢6 ai s& tim kiém qua réo riét. May c6 vo khdi
ké thil, Chilton.”

Y chia sting ra.
“Khong!” Patrizia cudng cudng khoc 1oc tuyét vong. Schaeffer ¢b cudng s thoi thiic mudn bén ba ta trude.

Y hién ngang gio' sting nhim vao muc tiéu clia minh, nhan th'?iy vé cam chiu va dudng nhur ¢ mot nu curdi mia mai vira thoang luét qua trén khuon mit
Chilton.



Schaeffer bAm niit “Ghi” trén méy quay lan nita va bét dau siét co.
Pung lic d6 y nghe thiy. “Dmg im!”
Giong n6i vong vao tir khung cira dang md ctia phong lam viée. “Ném vii khi xubng, Ngay lap tirc!”

Giat minh, Schaeffer liéc nhin lai. Mot ngudi dan ong La Tinh tré cao gy niic so' mi tréing, hai tay 40 xdn Ién. Pang chia sing vé phia y. Bén hong anh ta
deo phu hi€u canh sat.

Khong! Lam thé ndo bon ho timra y duoc?

Schaeffer giit khiu sing chiia thing vao nguc 6ng ta va Ién giong quat ngudi canh sat, “May bo sing xudng!”
“Ha stng xubng,” ngudi canh sat binh tinh dap lai. “Pay 1 1an canh cao duy nht danh cho 6ng.”

Schaeffer gim Ién, “Néu may bén tao, tao s&...”

Y nhin thdy mdt chop sang vang 1oe Ién, cam thiy mt cti va dap vao dau minh, rdi sau do it ca trd nén tdi den.
Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Puong duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chuong 36

Ngudi chét duge khiéng, ngudi séng budc di.

Thi thé ctia Greg Ashton - thyre ra 3 Greg Schaeffer, nhur Dance da duoc biét - dugc dura xudng cau thang trén chiéc bang ca op ep dé ra xe cta co
quan chirng tir nhitng trueong hop chét bat thuong, trong lic James va Patrizia Chilton tir ton bude di tdi mit xe ctru thurong,

Con mdt nan nhan nita, tit ca déu kinh hoang khi biét duoc, chinh i nhan vién canh sét cia MCSO da canh chimg ngdi nhé ctia gia dinh Chilton, Miguel
Herrera.

Schaeffer, dudi danh tinh gia Ashton, da dirg lai canh xe ctia Herrera. Nguoi canh sat goi cho Patrizia va dugce cho biét gi dan 6 Ong ndy da hen trude.
Thé rdi dudng nhu Schaeffer da gi sing ké sat vao 40 khoac Herrera va ban hai phat, khoang cach gin voi co thé da triét tiéu tiéng stng nd.

Cép trén ctia ngudi canh sét ndy tai MCSO dang c6 miit, ciing voi mdt t4 nhan vién khéc, tit ca déu chin dong, phan nd trude vu giét ngurdi.

Con vé phin nhitng ngudi bi thurong van sdng st, hai v chdng Chilton duong nhur khong bi tn hai nghiém trong vé co thé.

Tuy nhién, Dance dang dé mit t6i Rey Carraneo - chinh 1 ngudi dAu tién ti noi, phét hign ra vién canh sét da chét, roi v0i v lao vao trong nha sau khi
£0i tang vién. Anh ta da nhin thay Schaeffer sap stra ban Chilton. Carraneo danh cho ké sat nhan 101 canh céo ding theo quy dinh, nhung khi tay nay dinh
n¥ic ca, anh ta chi don gian ban hai phat rat chinh xac vao dauy. Bam phan vo6i nhiing ke tinh nghi dang lim lam cam stng trong tay chi xuat hién trong
dién anh va cac bo phim truyén hinh - va néu ¢4 thi chi & nhitng b phim t6i. Canh sat khong bao gio ha thap hay bo vii khi xuong. Va ho chang bao gio
do dy ngamban néu cé dich ngam 16 ra.

Neuyén tic sb mot, sb hai va sb ba 1a: Ban.

Va anh ta da m thé. Nhin bé ngoai, ngudi dic vu tré c6 vé van on, ngdn ngit co thé cta anh ta van  khong thay d6i khoi tur thé thing ngudi rit chuyén
nghi¢p, Rey chang khéc gi dang khoac kn minh mjt bo do da tiéc di thué. Song doi miit anh ta lai ké mdt cau chuyén hoan toan khac, hé 10 nhitng 1oi
dang quay cudng trong dau Carraneo lic dy: Minh vira giét mdt ngudi. Minh vira giét mot nguoi.

Vira giét mot nguoi.

C6 s& thu xép dé dambao cau ta nhan duge mdt ky nghi huong di krong,

Mot chiée xe dirg lai, Michael O’Neil chui ra khoi xe. Anh nhin thiy Dance va budc lai bén c6. Ngudi thanh tra trim tinh khong hé mim cuoi.

“T6i rét tiéc, Michael,” c6 nim ly tay anh. O’Neil d4 biét Miguel Herrera tir vai nim nay.

“Hén cir thé ban anh 4y?”

“Phai”
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Ngudi thanh tra nham miét lai trong khoanh khic. “Chia oi.”
“Anh 4y ¢6 vo khong?”
“Khong Da ly di. Nhung anh 4y ¢6 mdt cau con trai da I6n. Cau ta da duoc béo tin 1.

O O’Neil, moi biéu hién khac déu rt binh than, véi mdt vé ngoai dé 16 rét it ndi tam, ném mdt cai nhin lanh king dAy cam thi vé phia chiéc bao méu luc
dung xéc cua Greg Schaeffer.

M6t giong n6i khéc xen vao, yéu 6t, ngéip ngimg. “Camon.”

Hai ngudi quay lai dbi dién véi ngudi vira kén tiéng: James Chilton. Méic quan sdm mau, mdt cai 4o phong trz‘i,ng va chiéc 4o len mau xanh hai quan c6
chit V, ong ta dudng nhu trong giong véi mot vi gido si tuyén ty bi choang vang trude canh tan sat ngoai chién truong, Ba vo dang ding canh 6ng ta.

“Céc vi 6n ca ch?” Dance hoi ho.

“Véng, t6i khong sao. Cam on cd. Chi bj danh dap mdt chit. Vai vét xdy xudc va bam tim” Patrizia Chilton n6i ca ba ta ciing khong bi thurong tich gi
nghiém trong,

O’Neil git dau chio hai vo chdng rdi hoi Chilton. “Hén 1 ai vay?”

Dance tra 101, “Em trai ctia Anthony Schaeffer.”

Chilton chép méit ngac nhién. “C6 da timra?”

Dance gii thich cho O"Neil vé tén that ctia Ashton. “D6 1a khia canh thi vi cta Internet - nhitng tro choi nhdp vai va cac trang chu do. Nhu Cude song
Thir hai chang han. Anh c6 the tao nén nhitng danh tinh mdi cho ban than. Schaeffer da danh ra vai théng qua d¢ lan truyen cai tén ‘Greg Ashton’ trén
mang nhu mdt chuyén gia vé blog va RSS. Han lam vay dé tao nén sy thu hit nhiim xam nhip vao cudc song cua Chilton.”

“T6i d4 t6 gidc anh trai Anthony cia hén trén mot blog miy ndm truée,” Chilton giai thich. “Ong ta chinh 1 ngudi toi da ké véi ddc vu Dance khi lin dau
tién gap niit... Py ciling [3 mdt trong nhitng dicu t6i an han vé blog... viéc ong ta da tu sat.”

O’Neil hoi Dance, “Lam cach nao ¢6 timra hén duoc?”

“TJ va t6i i d6 dang kiém tra cac ddi twong tinh nghi. Kho c6 kha néing Armold Brubaker I tén sét nhan. Toi van con nghi ngd vé Clint Avery... quy
ong dirng dang sau du an dudng cao toc nhung chiing t6i van chura tim duoc gi cu the. Vay 1 t6i dicu tra vé danh sach nhitng nguoi tirng de doa
James.”

Ban danh sach ngin. ..

Chilton néi, “Vr Anthony Schaeffer c6 trén danh sach. Puong nhién rdi. Ba ta da de doa t6i miy nam trude.”

Dance 16i tiép, “T6i Ién mang tim tit ca nhing thong tin lién quan dén ngudi phu nit nay rdi tim thay vai birc anh cudi ctia ba ta. Nguoi phu 1é cho hai vo
chong ba trong dam cu6i la Greg, em trai Anthony. T6i nhin ra ngay vi da ting gap qua khi dén nha ong hom trur6e. Toi tim hieu vé han. Nguoi dan ng
nay da t6i day bang vé hai chicu chirng hai tuan truée.”

Ngay khi biét duoc chi tiét ndy, c6 dd goi cho Miguel Herrera song khong lién lac duoc, vy 1 Dance cir Rey Carraneo t6i ddy. Liic d6 anh ta dang
theo doi Clint Avery, ¢ vi tri cach nha Chilton khong xa may.

O’Neil hoi, “Schaeffer c6 ndi gi vé Travis khong?”

Dance dura cho anh xem chiéc tii nilon dung to gidy ghi ban tuyén bd viét tay, trong d6 c6 nhéc t6i Travis dé tao ra 4n tuong cau ta chinh i nguoi chuan
bi ban Chilton.

“Co nghf 14 cau dy da chét?”

Mt O’Neil va Dance gip nhau. C6 ndi, “Toi s& khong bam vao suy doén d6. Tét nhién, theo ding ké hoach cudi cing Schacffer s& phii giét cau dy.
Nhung nhiéu kha néng han van chura hanh dong. C6 the han mu6n lamra vé Travis tw sat sau khi da ket licu Chilton. Nhu the toan b man dan canh s&
chit ch& hon. Cling cd nghia 14 cau ay nhi€u kha ning van con song,”

Nuoi chénh thanh tra nhan mot cudc goi. Anh budc ra xa, miit nhin vé phia chiéc xe cta MCSO, noi Herrera da bj ha sat mot céch tan nhén. Sau mbt
lat, anh nggt lién lac. “Toi phdi di ddy. Can thAm van mdt nhan chimg,”

“Anh? Tham van u?” c6 kéu Ién. K§ ning thim vin ctia Michael O’Neil bao gom nhin chdm chim viao d01 twong, khong mim cudi, rdi yéu cau di yéu
cau lai d6i twong hily n6i cho minh nhitng g nguoi d6 biét. Cach ndy co thé 6 két qua, song lai khong méiy hiéu qua. Va O’Neil thuc sur ciing ching
khodi gi no.

Anh nhin dong ho. “Liéu 6 ¢6 thé giip t6i mdt viée duge khong?”



“Cunoidi”

“Chuyén bay ciia Anne tir San Francisco vé da bi cham. Toi khong thé bo qua cude thdm vin ndy diroc. C6 c6 thé dén gitip bon tré tir trai hé ban ngay
khong?”

“Puong nhién rdi. Kiéu gi ti ciing phai di don Wes va Maggie trd vé tir trai hé ctia ching”
“Pén gip t6i & Fisherman’s Wharf liic ndm gior duoc khong?”

“Tét nhién.”

O’Neil ra v&, sau khi danh mt 4nh nhin t6i sAm nita vé phia chiéc xe cta Herrera.

Chilton ném Hy tay vo 6ng ta. Dance nhan ra nhitng ctr chi déc trung cta nhiing nguoi vira gidp mit tr than. C6 nghi t6i phong thai ngao man, t cho
minh 14 ding nhur mot chién binh thap tw chinh cta Chilton khi lan du tién gap 6ng ta. Gio thi rat khac. Nir ddc vu nh6 lai e trude timg c6 dicu gi do ¢
6ng ta duong nhur tré nén mém yeu hon - khi hay tin nguoi ban thin Don Hawken cting vo thiéu chit nita da bi sat hai. Lic ndy day, vira c6 thém mot
budc chuyén nira, roi xa khdi khudn miit sat da cua mot dirc ngai truyén gido.

Ong ta mim cudi cay déng,

“Oi, héin d4 x6 niii anh. .. Hin da d4nh tring vao céi t6i niic dich ciia anh.”

‘GJ ]'Ir]. . .”

“Khong, em yéu. Bing thé ddy. Embiét ma, tht ca chu}{én nay 1 16i ciia anh Schaeffer da chon Travjs. Hén doc qua blgg, timra mot img cur vién ly
tuong lam vat the thin va dan dyng dé bien mdt cu thicu nién murdi bay tudi thanh ke sat hai anh. Néu anh khong bat dau chi dé ‘Nhimg Cay thip tir
ven duong’ va nhac dén vy tai nan, Schaeffer han s& chang c6 dong co nao dé€ bamtheo cau ta.”

Ong ta néi ding, Nhung Kathryn Dance ¢6 xu hurdng tranh xa khoi tro choi ‘néu - thi’. Mot trod choi qua phi thire t&. “Hén ¢6 thé hya chon ai khac,” ¢6
chi ra. “Hén da quyét tim tra thi ong.”

Nhung duong nhur Chilton khong hé nghe. “Déng ra anh nén chim diit hoan toan cai blog khén kiép do.”

Dance nhin thiy vé quyét tAm trong doi mét ong ta, sur thit vong, sur phan nd. Va ca so hii nita, ¢ tin vdy.

N6i v6i ca hai ngudi phy nit, ong ta qua quyét, “Toi s& m thé.”

“Lam gi?”’ vo ong hoi.

“Péng cira n6. Ban tin két thiic rdi. Anh s& khong hity hoai thém cude doi ai nita.”

“Jim” Patrizia diu dang noi. Ba phui vai vét ban khoi tay a0. “Khi con trai ching ta bi viém phoi, anh da ng01 canh giuong n6 hai ngay lién va khong ngi
lay mot gidy. Khi vo Don miét, anh d4 rdi ngay khoi cude hop do tai tru s& Microsoft de 6 mit bén anh ay - da tir bo mot hop dong tri gid mdt tram
nghin d6 la. Khi bd em sap mit, anh ¢ bén dng con nhiéu hon nhén vién trung tAm y té. Anh da lam nhitng viéc t6t, Jim. D6 chinh | con ngudi anh. Va
blog ctia anh ciing da lam duoc nhicu viée tot.”

“Anh...”

“Suyt. Dé emnéi hét da. Donald Hawken can va anh ¢ mit. Céc con ching ta can 1 anh c6 mit. Vay ddy, thé gi6i cling can anh, anh yéu. Anh khong
thé quay lung lai voi dieu do.”

“Patty, dd c6 ngudi phai chét.”

“Chi can hira v6i em anh s& khong quyét dinh diéu gi qua hip tip. Thoi gian vira qua diing la nhitng ngay khing khiép. Khong ai ¢6 thé suy nghi tinh tio
duoc.”

Sau mdt khoang im ing dai. “Anh s& suy nghi. Anh s& suy nghi.”” Rdi ong ta 6m cham Ay ba vo. “Nhung c6 mot diéu anh biét chic, d6 1 anh c6 thé tlép
tuc ngimg lai trong vai ngay. Va chiing ta s€ roi khoi day,” Chilton ni véi v, “Ngay mai ching ta hy t6i Hollister. Ching ta s& trai qua ky nghi cudi tudn
that dai ciing Donald va Lily. Em van chua gip ¢6 dy. Ching ta s& mang bon tré theo, ndu nuéng... va di da ngoai chit it.”

Khubn miit Patrizia bimg né ny cudi. B tya dau lén vai chong, “Em thich thé.”

Ong chong chuyén sur chit y sang Dance. “C6 mdt dicu toi da nghi dén sudt.”

Dance nhudng mot bén may 1én.

“V6i da s6 nguroi khéc chic ho da ném t6i cho s6i. Va ¢ & toi xtmg dang bi ddi xir nhu thé. Nhung ¢6 da khong am vay. C6 khong thich toi, khong



tan thinh véi t6i, nhung van dimg 1én vi t6i. D6 1 sy trung thure chan chinh. C6 khong thudng xuyén gip duoc nd dau. Camon.”
Dance kh& bat cudi bdi r6i, don nhén 1oi khen ngoi - cho dit ¢6 vira m6i chot nghif 6 nhing lic diing 1 ban than minh timg mubn ném ong ta cho soi.

Hai vg chong Chilton quay vao trong nha dé hoan tat viéc déng g6i d6 dac va thu xép mdt nha nghi cho démhom d6 - Patrizia khong mubn & lai trong
ng06i nha cho t6i khi phong lam viée da dugce co rira sach hét vét mau cia Schaeffer. Dance ciling kho 1ong ¢6 the trach dugc ba ta.

Dance dér} bén nhén vién phu tréchNBiéu tra Hién trurong cia MCSO, mit s quan canh sat trung nién dé tinh co timg cong tac tir vai nam qua. Dance
giai thich rang c6 kha néng Travis van con song, bi nhot tai mot noi kin dao nao do. Nghiia la cdu ta sap can kiét nguon thirc an va nuée uong. C6 can tim
ra cau thiéu nién. Va that nhanh.

“Ong tim thiy mdt chia khoa phong trén thi thé?”

“Phai. Nha nghi Cyprus Grove.”

“Toi mubn can phong do, ctng voi quin 4o va xe hoi ctia Schaeffer, tit ca phai duoc kiém tra that k§ ludng. Tim kiém bat cir thir gl ¢6 thé cho ching ta
mot manh moi vé dia diém han dang nhot céu bé.”

“Puong nhién rdi, Kathryn.”

C6 quay lai xe minh, goi dién cho TJ. “Sép, nghe ndi ¢b ha duogc hin rdi”

“Phai. Nhung bay gio t0i mubn timra cdu nhoc. Né}l cauta con sdng, c6 & ching ta chi con mdt ngay hay hai trudc khi cau 4y chét doi hay chét khét.
Huy dong tat ca tham gia timkiém. MCSO dang kiém tra hién truong tai nha Chilton va nha nghi Cyprus Grove noi Schaeffer dét phong. Hay goi cho
Peter Bennington va thu thap cac bao cdo. Goi Michael néu can. A, tim cho t6i nhan chirng tir cac phong bén canh & Cyprus Grove nhé.”

“Dugce thdi, sép.”

“Connira, ,lién lac v6i CHP cimg‘cénhq sat hat va thanh phé. T6i mudn timra cay thap tu cubi cung ven duong - céy thap tu Schaeffer dé lai nhﬁmﬂﬁng
béo cai chet cta Chilton. Peter cin kiem tra n6 voi tat ca trang bi bén ho ¢6.” Thémmdt y nghi nita lée kén trong dau ¢4. “Cau da bao gio nghe néi lai vé
chiéc xe cong tieu bang d6 chura?”

“A, céi xe Pfister d nhin thiy diing khong?”

“Phai.”

“Chéng c6 ai goi dén hét. T6i khong nghi ching ta duoc wu tién.”

“Thir lai xem. Va hily dua n6 thanh mdt wu tién.”

“Cb s& quay vé chir, sép? Overbearing[3] mudn gip sép déy.”

[3. Poc doan — TJ &m chi Overby.]

“TJ.”

“Xin 16i.”

“Toi s& tr6 lai sau. By i toi phai lan theo mdt thir da.”

“Sép can trg gitp khong?”

Dance ndi khong, du trén thie té ¢ biét chic minh khong mudn am viée nay don doc chit ndo.

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Ty Ven Duong duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chwong 37

Ngdi trong xe ciia minh, lic ndy dang dd trén 16i di, Dance nhin chiaim chii v& phia ngdi nha nho cta gia dinh Brigham: Hinh dang com c5i i budn rdu ciia
cac mang nude va nhiing tAm van 6 Op tuong cong queo, nhitng mon dd choi va dung cu gily hong niim ngoai san phia trdc, bén hong cin nha. Ga ra
chit day d bo di dén mirc khong thé chui duoc qué nira mui mot chiée xe vao bén trong nd.


http://ebookfull.net

Dance dang ngdi sau tay 14 chiéc Crown Vic, ctra xe dong kin, ling nghe mot dia CD duoe mot nhom 6 Los Angeles gii t6i cho ¢6 va Martine. Cac
nhac cong 1 ngudi Costa Rica. C6 thy thir amnhac ndy vira vui vé wira bi hiém, 6 mubn biet thém vé ho. Dance hy vong khi ¢6 va Michael t6i L.A. vi
vu an giét nguoi ctia J.Doe, ¢0 s& cd co hdi gap ho va thie hién thém vai ban ghi am nita.

Nhung lic ndy Dance khong thé nghii i t6i chuyén do.

C6 nghe thiy tiéng 10p cao su nghién trén soi, nhin vao grong chiéu hau va bt gip chiéc xe ctia Sonia Brigham dirng lai sau khi 1& ngot vao & cudi bo
rao cay.

Neudi phu nir chi ¢6 mdt minh bén tay I4i. Sammy ngdi trén bang ghé sau.

Chiéc xe khong chay tiép’ trong mot It lau va Dance ¢6 thé thiy ba me tuyét vong nhur thé nao khi nhin chiim chim vao chiée xe canh sat. Cubi cing
Sonia lai nhan ga cho chiéc xe cli k§ ctia ba Iin banh tién I€n, chay qua bén canh Dance tdi trudc ngdi nha, dap phanh ding lai 161 tat may.

Liéc mit nhin nhanh vé phia Dance, ngudi phy nit chui ra khoi xe, budc lai phia sau dubi dé Iy ra cac gio d6 da duoc giat sach ciing mdt chai murdc giit
Tide 16n.

Gia dinh hin nghéo dén ndi bon ho khong thé mua may giat va méy sdy do... Ai dén tiém gidt tyr phuc vu nao? La nhitng ké thua cudc tham hai. ..
Bai dng trén blog d6 da cho Schaeffer biét can tim dén dau dé danh cip mdt chiée 4o ni cho phép y dong vai Travis.
Dance ra khdi xe cua c6.

Sammy nhin ¢6 v6i vé do hoi. Thai d6 to md trong lan dau hai ngudi gip nhau da bién nit, gio ddy cau bé ¢6 vé bat an. Doi it cau thiéu nién trong
chitng chac la ing,

“Chi biét gi 6 vé Travis phai khong?””, cau bé hoi, giong nghe khong ky quéic nhur 1an dau tién.

Nhung trude khi Dance kip noi gi, ba me da xua cdu con trai ra phia san sau choi.

Céu bé do du, miit van nhin Dance chidm chim, rdi tho thdn bude di khong miy thoai méi, cho tay vao huc loi trong céc ti.
“Pung di xa qua, Sammy.”

Dance d& iy chai nude giat dang kep dudi canh tay xanh xao ctia Sonia va di theo ba ta vé phia ngdi nhd. Quai ham Sonia nghién chit, mt nhin thing
ra trudc.

“Ba...”

“T6i can phai cat dong d6 nay d4,” Sonia Brigham ndi voi giong hbi ha.

Dance mod canh cira khong khoa ra gitp ba me. C6 di theo Sonia vao trong nha. Nigudi phuy nit di thiing vao bép va dé riéng cc gid quin 4o ra.
“Néu ¢6 dé ching 16n x6n. .. Nhing vét nhéin, chic ¢6 ciing biét thé ndo ma,” ba vudt phéing mdt chiéc 40 phong ra.

Nhur mit 1 tm sy ctia mdt phu nit danh cho mot phu ni.

“Khi giat c4i 40 t0i cir nghf gid ma ¢6 thé dura n6 cho thing bé.”

“Ba Brigham, c6 mjt s6 viéc ba nén biét. Travis khong hé 4i xe hém ming Chin thing Sau. Cau dy da ganh ti ho nguoi khac.”

“Céi gi?”” ba me ngimg ngay viéc gip quin 4o lai.

“Cau 4y c6 cam tinh voi ¢ bé cam I chiée xe. C6 ta da ubng say. Con trai ba da cd ging thuyét phyc dé cau dy 1ai. C6 ta da giy ra tai nan trudc khi
chuyén d6 xay ra.”

“Oi, Chia oi!” Sonia gio chiéc 40 so mi Ién mit, nhur thé n6 s& gitp lau di nhiing giot nurde mét dang trao ra.

“Va cu dy cling khong phii | ke giét nguoi da dé lai nhitng cy thip tw. C6 mdt g khéc da dan dyng tit ca dé trong gidng nhur con trai ba tao nén
ching trude khi gy ra nhitng vu an mang, Mot i c6 thii 0an voi James Chilton. Ching t6i da chan dugc han lai.”

“Con Travis?”” Sonia tuyét vong hoi, nhitng ngon tay tring béch ndm chit [y ci 40 so mi.

“Chung t6i khong biét hién cau Ay dang ¢ dau, Iy lwong canh sat dang tim kiém khéip noi, nhung van chua 1an ra bat cir manh mdi ndo,” Dance gii thich
ngan gon vé Greg Schaeffer cling nhu ké hoach bao thii cua y.

Sonia chii nude mét H@n hai go ma bau biu ctia ba. Van con lai Va1 nét dep :Lrén khu6n mat nguoi phy nit, du rAt kh6 nhén ra. Nhiing tan tich con lai tir
mot vé dep tu nhién hién hién trong birc anh chup ba tai hdi tro tiéu bang nhi€u nam ve trude. Sonia thi tham, “Toi biet Travis khong doi nao lam hai



nhirng nguoi d6. Toi da ndi voi ¢d rdi con gl.”

Phai, ba da ndi, Dance thim nghii Ngon ngit co thé ic Ay cho t6i biét ba dang n6i that. Nhung t6i da khong ling nghe ma nguoc lai, ¢b gd ép suy ludn

vao thir Iy & logic kho khan trong khi déng ra phai ]ang nghe tryc gidc mich bao. Trude day rat lau, Dance ting lim mot phan tich danh gi4 theo chi s6
phan loai Myers-Briggs vé& ban than. C6 udn gip réc rdi khi roi qué xa ban cht con ngudi minh,

Ba me dé chiéc 4o so mi xubng, mt lan nita vudt phing phiu chét vai bong. “Né chét rdi, phai viy khong?”

“Ching t6i khong ¢ bang chitng ndo chimg to diéu d6. Hoan toan khong

“Nhung c6 nghi vay.”

“S& Ia hop Iy voi Schacffer néu hén dé cau dy song. Ching 0 dang im tAt ¢ nhitng gl minh ¢6 thé dé ctru con trai ba. D | mdt trong nhimg Iy do o
t61day.” Co dua ra mdt bire anh Greg Schaeffer, chyp lai tir bang lai xe cta y. “Ba da bao gio trong thay hén chura? C6 thé hin da di theo ba? Hay néi
chuyén voi lang giéng?”

Sonia deo mdt cap kinh xgc x¢ch va nhin vao khudn miét trong anh hdi 1Au. “Khong. To6i khong thé noi la tirng tléy hin. Vayraday la hin. Ké d3 am
viée do, da bat cdc con trai t6i?”

“Phai.”

“T6i da n6i voi co Ja s& ching c6 gi t6t dep dén tir cai blog d6.”

Doi mit ba me huéng ra ngoai khoanh san bén hong nha, noi Sammy dang chui vao trong gian nha kho xiéu veo. Ba tho dai. “Néu qua thyc Travis
khong con nita, phai ndi voi Sammy. ... Oi, dicu d6 s€ hily hoai n6. Toi s€ mat cung ltc ca hai dira con trai. Bay gio toi phai cat dong do da giat di. Co
lamon vé cho.”

£

Dance va O’Neil dimg canh nhau trén cAu tu, tira ngudi vao lan can. Man swong mi da tan, nhung g6 dang thdi déu. Quanh vinh Monterey ban ludn
¢d hodc thir nay, hoac thar kia.

“N6i chuyén véi me Travis,” O’Neil n6i én tiéng, “Toi dam cuoc do I vige that khé khén.”

“Kho nhét tir dau dén g0,” Dance noi trong lic mii toc ¢6 bay tung. R&i ¢6 chot hoi, “Cudc thim van thé nao?” Trong dau Dance tham nghi dén cude
diéu tra dinh dang t6i chiéc container ttr Indonesia.

Vu an kia.
“Tét.”

Cb thiy mimg vio "Neil dang phy trach cube ‘diéu tra, dong thoi thiy an han vi cam giac ghen ty ctia minh. Chi nghia khing b Am tit ca hre lwong thure
thi phap ludt mat ngd. “Néu anh can bat ctr dicu gi tir t61, hily cho t6i biet.”

D6i mit hurdng ra vinh, anh néi, “Téi nghi chiing t6i s& hoan tét vu d6 trong hai muroi bon gio t6i.”

Phia dui hai ngudi i cac con ho, ca bon dira, trén cat gin mép nurde. Maggie va West dan du cude tham hiény; 1 chéu ctia mot nha sinh vat hai
duong hoc, hai dira 6 trong tay it nhiéu quyén lc.

Nhiing con b ndng trang nghiém bay luon gan do, i mdng bién hién dién khap noi. Khong xa by miy 1 mdt mang mau ndu cong cong ctia con réi ca
bién dang thoai méi nam ngira nbi dap dénh, tao thanh mot dudng cong vong xudng that duyén dang, Con vat khoan khoai dap céc dong vat than mém
vao mot hon da dé can bang trén ngyc minh cho mo vo ra. N6 dang &n t6i. Amanda, con gai O"Neil, va Maggie thich thii nhin chim chim, nhur thé dang
cb ngii cach kéo bang duoc con vt vé nha lam thi cung,

Dance dp ban tay 1én canh tay O’Neil va chi vé phia Céubé muroi tudi Tyler, lic d6 dang bo rap xudng bén canh mdt cdy tio be dai, thn trong dung vao
nd, san sang chay tron néu sinh vat la lam dé bumg song day. Wes dirng ngay gan voi by dang mdt ngudi bao vé mot khi chuyén ay xy ra.

O’Neil mim cudi, nhung c6 cam thiy, tir déang bd ciing nhu sur caing thing noi canh tay kia, chéc chén c6 diéu gi d6 dang lim anh ban tim

Chi mdt khoanh khéic sau anh lén tiéng giai thich, ¢4 4t di tiéng gi6 thoi. “Toi nhan dug tin tir Los Angeles. Bén bj dang ¢d ging kéo phién toa dicu tran
dé nghi mien truy t0 tr¢ lai. Trong hai tuan nita.”

“Oj, khong,” Dance thi thAm. “Hai tuAn nita? Ban hoi thim ciling da duoc Ién lich vao thoi gian d6.”
“Seybold dang tranh ddu quyét liét dé phan ddi chuyén d6. Nghe 6ng dy c6 vé khong duoc lac quan cho Bm”

“Quy tha ma bét,” Dance nhén mét. “Chién tranh tiéu hao chic? Tiép tuc chiu dung canh chét gi ny va hy vong moi thir s& 6n ca sao?”



“Co & vay.”

“Ching ta s& khong Bmthé,” c6 curong quyét ndi. “Anh va t6i, chiing ta s& khong chiu bo cude. Nhung lidu Seybold va nhitg ngudi khéc c6 vay
khong?”

O’Neil ngdm nghii kha néing nay. “Néu didu d6 t6n thém qua nhidu thoi gian, c6 thé im Dy | mot vu quan trong. Nhung ho con rat nhiéu vy quan trong
khéc nita.”

Dance thd dai. C6 rung minh.
“Co lanh a?”
Cing tay c6 dang dit Ién tay anh.

Dance [ic ddu. Phan xa vo thirc d6 xuét phat tir ¥ nghi v& Travis. Trong Iic nhin xudng nude, ¢6 t hoi liéu c6 phai minh ciing dang nhin xubng ndm md
ctia cdu thiéu nién hay khong,

M6t con mdng bién bay luron ngay truée mét ho. Géc mo dbi canh ciia n6 dugc didu chinh hoan toan phi hop vé6i vn toe gio. Con chim ding im trén
khong, phia trén bai bién hai muroi foot.

Dance ndi, “Subt tir dau, anh biét day, ké ca khi ching ta nghi cau ay 13 tén sat nhén, t6i van thiy t6i cho Travis. Cujc song gia dinh ciing nhur khé khan
ctia cAu Ay trong viéc hoa nhap. RO lai bi cong kich trén mang nhur thé. Jon da n6i vai t6i blog chi nhur bé ndi clia tang bang, Ngudi ta da cong kich thing
bé bang tin nhén, email, trén cac ban tin. That dang budn khi moi chuyén di dén nude nay. Travis v0 toi. Hoan toan vo to1.”

O’Neil im king subt hoi liu. Sau d6 anh ndi: “Anh ta ¢6 vé sic sdo ddy. Y t6i mudn noi t6i Boling.”

“Dling thé. Timra tén cac nan nhin. Va lan ra d4u vét nhan vat cua Travis.”

O’Neil bat cudi. “Xin 161, nhung t6i khong thé ndo xua di dugc canh ¢ t6i gip Overby yéu cau ky lénh bét giam mdt nhén vét trong trd choi dién tir.”

“O, mb gidy to s& duoc thu xép xong trong chi von ven mot phiit néu ong ta nghii mot cude hop bao dang chye cho cing nhimg bure anh bat mit di kém
voi chuyén d6. Song dang 18 t6i phai chinh Jon mdt tran vi t0i di tdi trung tam tro choi ay mdt minh.”

“Va0 vai anh hing ching?”’
“Phai. Gidi ctru ching ta khoi nhitng ké nghiép dur.”

“Anh ta ¢6 gia dinh roi chir?”

“Jonu? Chura,” ¢6 bat cuol “Anh ta doc than.”

By gity, co mt tir ¢d chura timg nghe qua tir... chimg mot thé ky nay.

Ho cling im ling, quan sét i tré, khi ching dang dam chim vio cudc tham hiém ven bién ctia minh. Maggie dang gio tay chi vao thir gi d6, c6 1& dé giai
thich cho cac con O’Neil t€n mot con so ¢6 bé tim thay.

Wes, Dance dé y, dang ¢ mdt minh, dimg trén mot khoang cat 4m phang, nuréc bién dang Ién tdi sat chén cau bé thanh timg duong sti bot.

Va nhur moi khi, Dance tur hoi i cac con 6 ¢6 cam thiy t6t hon khong néu me ching c6 mdt nguoi chdng, va chia sé méi 4m ciia ching voi mdt nguoi
bo. Tat nhién, chac chan 1a tot hon roi.

Diéu d6 con phu thude vao ngudi dan ong kia nira, dwong nhién.

Van luon [ nhur thé.

Mbt giong phu nit vang Ién sau keng ho. “Thir 16i cho t6i. Kia c6 phai I cac con ctia hai vi khong?”

Ca hai ngoanh lai va nhin thiy mot khach du lich, néu phong doan tir chiéc tii ngudi phy nit moi mua tir mot tiém dd eu niém gin do.
“Diing thé,” Dance Ién tiéng,

“T6i chi mudn noi thit tuyét khi duoc nhin thdy mot cip vo chong ¢ cude sdng hon nhan hanh phiic, véi nhimg dira con déng yéu nhur thé. Hai vi da két
hon bao 1Au rdi?”

Sau mot phém nghin gidy do du, Dance tra 101, “A, ciling dugc mdt thoi gian o1

“Thé u, chic mirg hai vi. Chiic hai nguoi tiép tuc hanh phuc.”



Nguoi phu nit t6i bén mdt dng gid vira rdi khoi tiém ban qua ting. B ta khoéc tay ngurdi dan ong. Ca hai cing di vé phia chiéc xe buyt du lich 16n dau
gin do.

Dance va O’Neil pha lén cu(‘)i7 ROi trong phut chéc, co nh1n thfiy mdt chiéc Lexus mau bac dirng lai & bai d6 xe gén do. Khi ctra xe md ra, c6 cam giac
O’Neil da hoi tach ra xa ¢, d€ canh tay ho khong con tiép xtic nhau.

Ngudi thanh tra mim cudi, vay vay vo anh khi ¢6 nay bude khoi chiée Lexus.

Anne O’Nell, cao reip, toc vang, mic mit chiéc 4o khgéc da, 40 so mivthL_mg, vay dai va deo thit lung béng kim loai, mim curoi bude lai. “Chao anh, anh
yéu,” co ndi va 6m lay O’Neil, hon Ién ma anh. D61 mit ngudi vo chuyén sang Dance. “Kathryn.”

“Xin chao, Anne. Chao mimg chi trd vé nha.”

“Chuyén bay that kinh khing. Em bi nic ket lai & phong trung bay d6 va khong thé t6i kip lic dé giri hanh Iy. Thiéu chit nita em khong kip bay v&.”
“Anh ban tién hanh mdt cude thdm van,” O’ Neil ni véi vo. “Kathryn da don Tyler va Ammie.”

“0, camon ¢6. Mike n6i c6 d két thic duge vu an. Vu ¢6 lién quan t6i nhitng cay thap tu ven dudng”

“Vai gior trurde. Van con khong it viée gidy to nita, nhung diing thé, vu 4n da khép lai.”” Khong mudn ban thém vé né, Dance hoi, “Cudc trién im anh tién
trién thé nao?”

“Pa sin sang,” Anne O’ Neil ni, ngudi phu nit ndy s& hiru méi toc khong khoi khién ngudi ta lién tuéng toi ba tir “sur tir cai”. “Chuén bi trung bay con
mat nhi€u cong strc hon viée chup cac birc anh.”

“O phong trung bay nao vay?”

“A, chi la phong ctia Gerry Mitchell thoi. Phia nam cta khu thirong mai,” giong n6i ¢6 vé tity tién, song Dance doan d6 1a mbt noi trung bay danh tiéng,
Du nhitng mit tinh cach khac ¢6 thé nao, Anne chura bao gio s& hiru cai t6i thich khoe khoang,

“Chiic mirng chi.”

“Ching ta s& blet chuyén gi dién ra vao 1 khai mac. Sau d6 s& dén lrot cac bai dlem tin.” Khuon mit tuoi tin chot trd nén nghiém tic, rdi Anne ha
giong: “Toi rét tiéc vé chuyén ctia me ¢6, Kathryn. Tt ca nhimg gi vé& n6 that dién rd. Ba Ay cam thiy thé nao?”

“Rat phan nd.”

“Vudo bt nhu mdt trod xiée vay. Nhitng cau chuyén trén bao chi. Tham chi da 1én cé ban tin & trén d6.”

Céch noi ndy mot triim ba muroi damu? A, thire ra Dance ciing ching nén ngac nhién. Mot khi cong t6 vién Robert Harper dang choi trd truyén thong
“Chiing t6i c6 mot ludt su gioi.”

“Néu c6 didu gi toi c6 thé am. ..” doan cudi thét hrng kim loai ctia Anne khé kéu leng keng nhu mdt by chudng trong lan gi6 nhe.

O’Neil goi véi xudng dudi bai bién, “Nay, cac con, me vé roi. Lén day nao!”

“Bon con ¢ lai chut duge khong, b6?” Tyler naini.

“Khong Pén lic vé nha rdi. Lén di”

May dira tré mién cudng di lén phia ba nguoi Ion. Maggie dang phan phat céc vo so. Dance biét chic c6 bé dang dua nhiing c4i vo dep cho cac con
O’Neil va anh trai minh.

Wes va Maggie chui vio trong chiéc Pathfinder ctia Dance de thure hién chuyén di ngfin t6i nha nghi noi 6ng ba ching dang ¢. Thém mdt 1An nita, hai dira
s¢ qua dém cung Edie va Stuart. Thi pham da chét, vi thé mbi de doa v6i ban than ¢b ciing khong con ton tai, song Dance quyét tim phai tim bang dugc
Travis con song, Nhiéu kha néng ¢6 s& am viée mudn dém nay.

Khi ba me con da di duoc nira dudng t6i nha nghi, Dance nhn thdy Wes trd nén rét king 8.

“Nay, chang trai, c6 chuyén gi thé?”

“Con chi dang suy nghi thoi.”

Dance biét cach tim hiéu thong tin thét chi tiét tir nhitng dira tré mién cudng khong mudn chia sé. Bi quyét 1 sy kién nhan. “Vé diéu gi vay?”

Cb tin chéc chuyén ny c6 lién quan t6i bd me minh.



Song khong phai vay.

“Bac Boling c6 dén nita khong a?”

“Jon a? Tai sao?”

“Chi la mai kénh TNT s& chiéu Ma tréin. C6 thé béac dy chira xem phim nay.”

“Me s& cuoc 1 bac dy co xem 10i,” Dance ludn cam thiy thi vi voi cach i tré tur cho ring ching Ia ngudi dAu tién timg trai nghiém qua didu gi d6 va
nhirng thé hé di trude phai sdng trong syr thiéu thon that dang phién mudn. Cho dit an ndy chii yéu c6 cam thiy ngac nhién vi cau bé lai dua ra cau hoi
d4. “Con thich bac Boling a7’ ¢6 do hdi.

“Khong. .. y con I, bac 4y ciing dugc.”

Maggie phan béc, “Anh da néi minh thich bac 4y! Anh n6i bac dy rat tuyét. Ciing tuyét khong kém gi Michael.”
“Tao khong n6i thé.”

“C0, c6 noi!”

“Maggie, miy chang hiéu gi ca!”

“Puoc rd,” Dance ra lénh. Nhung giong c6 dugm vé thi vi. Ky thue, ¢d diéu gl d6 trong nhitng cau cy nur gitra hai anh em lam c6 cam th?iy that thur
thai, mdt chut binh thurong trong quang thoi gian song gié hién tai.

Ho dén nha nghi, va Dance nhe nhdm khi thiy ddm ngudi phan d6i vin chua timra dia diém bd me ¢6 dang an tranh. C6 dan Wes va Maggie t6i cira
trude. Ong bo ra mo cira don may me con. C6 dmhdn 6ng that chat roi nhin vao trong, Me ¢6 dang ndi chuyén dién thoai, tap trung vao mot cudc trao
d6i co6 vé rat nghiém tic.

Dance tur hoi liéu co phai ba dang ndi chuyén véi Betsey, em gai ¢d, hay khong,

“C6 tin g tir Sheedy chua b6?”

“Chura, chura c6 gi thém Phién nghe cdo trang s& dién ra chidu mai,” ong lo dang vudt méi toc day ctia minh. “B6 nghe n6i con da timra gi d6 rdi, tén
sat nhan ay. Va cu bé hoa ra vo t6i?”

“Bay gio bon con dang tim cau 4y, " gong c6 ha xubng dé hai dira tre khong nghe thiy. “Thyec ra, nhidu kha ning cau 4y da chét, nhung con van hy vong
vao diéu tot dep nhét,” c6 6m hon 6ng lan nita. “Bay gio con can quay lai voi cude tim kiém.”

“Chiic may nin, con gai yéu quy.”

Trong khi quay tro ra, ¢ lai mot JAn nita sztry tay chao me. Edie dap lai bﬁng nu cudi xa cach rdi gt du, sau do, vin ﬁép tuc néi chuyén dién thoai, V?ly
tay ra hi¢u goi cac chau dén vdi ba va 6m lay ching.

Murdi phit sau, Dance budc vao phong lam viée ciia ¢6, noi c6 mot tin nhin dang cho.
Mdt 1 nhin coc 1¢ tir Charles Overby:

Mudn ¢6 giri béo céo cho toi vé viée xir tri v blog ctia Chilton. Tt ca chi tiét, dit dé dua ra mdt thong bao cd y nghia voi bao giéi. S& can dén trong
vong mot gio nira. Camon.

Va t6i rét sdn long vi mot vu an da giai quyét xong, mdt thit pham da chét va khong con thém nan nhan ndo nira.

C6 doan Overby dang ndi xung vi ¢ tir chbi khong chiu khom minh trrde Hamilton Royce, vi chuyén gia chinh dén’.

Mot nhan vét khéc xa George Clooney nhét ¢6 thé hinh dung ra duoc.

Thong bao c6 y nghia. ..

Dance ngdi viét mdt ban tuong trinh dai, cung cAp cac chi tiét vé ké hoach ctia Greg Schacffer, ciing nhur béng céch ndo ho kham pha ra danh tinh cta y,
va ca cai chét cta y. C6 thém vao thong tin vé viéc Miguel Herrera, nguoi canh sat cia MCSO canh gac ngdi nha cia gia dinh Chilton, da b sat hai,
dong thoi cép nhat tinh hinh cude tim kiém Travis.

Cb giri ban twong trinh qua emmail, bAm chudt manh hon thuong 16 khi giri né di.

TJ 16 d4u vao ctra phong im viée. “C6 biét tin chua, sép?”

“Cu thé 12 vé cai g?”



“Kelley Morgan d tinh lai. C6 bé s& song.”
“O, that mimg duoc nghe tin d6.”

“Sg phai diéu tri thém khoang mdt tuAn, ngudi canh sét true tai do cho biét. Thir chét doc Ay da kim phdi ¢o bé bi ton hai kha ning, nhung rdi s& 6n ca.
C6 vé nhur khong c6 ton thuong gi ¢ ndo.”

“C6 bé co ndi gl vé ké mao danh Travis khong?”’

“Hin da tAn cong ¢ bé tir sau hung, thiéu chit nita da im Kelley chét ngat. Han thi thao gi d6 vé chuyén tai sao lai déing bai néi xdu hén? Sau d6, ¢d bé
ngat di, roi tinh lai dudi tang ham. Va doan ké do 1a Travis.”

“Vay | Schaeffer khong mubn ¢o bé chét. Han dan canh dé c6 bé nghi ddy chinh I Travis, song khong bao gior & minh b phat hién.”

“Nghe c6 Iy ddy, sép.”

“Con viée kiém tra hién truong... tainoi & cta Schaeffer va nha Chilton thi sao? Co dAu mdi ndo vé noi cau thiéu nién co thé dang bi nhdt khong?”
“Van chira c6 gi. Va khong 6 nhan ching ndo quanh khu virc Cyprus Grove.”

C6 tho dai. “Tiép tuc timkiém.”

Liic nay da sau gio toi. Dance nhan ra ¢6 van chua c6 gi trong da day tir bita sang. C6 dimg ddy, di t6i nha n. Dance can ca phé va thir gi do déﬂén"
Banh quy gion ty lam hay banh vong. Kho duy tri¥ ciia Maryellen tai “Cénh nha ctia cac quy ¢6” da can kiét. Trong truong hop ban cing, ¢6 ¢6 the co
ging thurong lwong v6i may ban hang tw dong: Mot to d6 la nhau nhi dé ddi Iy mdt tii banh mi mudng phét bo lac hay banh quy Oreo.

Khi bude vao nha an ty phyc vy, ¢6 chép mit. A, that may.

Trén mot khay gidy ddy méanh vun van con ngy tri hai chiéc banh yén mach gion véi nho kho.

Va ky diéu hon thé, ca phé c6 vé con trong déi moi.

Dance rét ra mot c‘éc, thém hai plﬁn trém sira va vo léy mot céj banh. Mét 11, ¢ budng minh ngéi phich xuéng canh mﬁt caiban. C6 vuon vai, léy chiéc
iPod ra khdi tti quén, deo tai nghe vao roi et trén man hinh dé tim kiém khuy khda trong mot giai di€u ghi ta Brazil cudn hit ctia Badi Assad.

C6 bamnit “Chay”, can mdt miéng banh va dang dra tay v& phia cdc ca phé khi mot cai bong ciii xudng.

Hamilton Royce dang nhin xuéng ¢6. Thé ra vao tam thoi ctia 6ng ta duoc i trén ngire 4o so mi. Hai canh tay nguoi dan ong cao 1on budng xudng hai
bén suon.

Ding thir minh cn. Néu nhitng y nghii ¢6 thé thé' dai 4m thanh do suy nghi ctia ¢6 phat ra thi c6 I8 n6 phai I6n dén mirc nghe thiy duoc.

“Pic vu Dance. To6i co thé n6i chuyén véi co chu?”

C6 ra d4u vé phia mot chiéc ghé tréng, ¢b khong to vé qua hoan nghénh.

Nhung it nhét ¢6 ciing théo tai nghe ra.

Ong ta ngdi xuéng, chiéc ghé kéu cot két, ca nhya JAn kim loai cling 0an xubng dudi thin hinh ning né ctia vién thanh tra. Roi ong ta cli ngudi ra trude,

hai khuyu tay chong trén it ban, hai ban tay ndm Jdy nhau phia truée nit. Tur thé nay nbi | chung c6 nghia | s thang than. C6 thi dé ¥ t6i bo vest ciia
6ng ta. Mau xanh khong phii hop. Chura di tdi taim. Hay ngwoc lai, ¢6 tham nghi khong méy thién cam, 6ng Ay nén doi mdt cai mil thity thi v6i vanh sang

boéng.

“T6i ¢6 nghe duoc tin. Vu an da két thic, ding vay khong?””

“Chung t6i da ha dugc thi pham. Song van dang tim kiém cau thiéu nién.”
“Tim Travis?”” Royce ngac nhién hoi.

“Nhung ¢6 khong nghii ciu ta da chét rdi hay sao?”

“Khong.”

“0,” mit khoang im king, “Do 1 diéu t6i rat hdi tiéc,” Royce n6i, “Po 1 diéu toi t& nhit trong tat ca. Cau thiéu nién vo t6i do.”



Dance ghi nhan it nht phan (mg niy ctia ong ta ciing xuat phat tir sur chn thanh.
C0 khong néi gi thém

Royce uém 1o, “Toi s& quay vé Sacramento trong mot hay hai ngay nita. Thé nay nhé, t6i biét trude day ching ta da ¢6 vai vin dé. .. A phai, bit dong
Toi mudn xin 161.”

Rét dang hoang véi céch ong ta cur xi, song 6 vin cém théty ngdy vire. Dance ndi, “Chiing ta nhin nhan sy viéc khéic nhau. Toi khong thiy c6 chit xtic
phamnao ca. Vé mit c4 nhén thi khong,”

Nhung vé& mét chuyén mon, ¢6 thim nghi, t6i cure ky buc bi voi chuyén 6ng tim cach choc giy banh xe.
“C6 rét nhidu 4p hrc tir Sacramento. Y t6i 1 thurc sy rét nhidu. T6i da dé bi cudn di trong tinh thé cing thing.”

Ong ta quay mit nhin di noi khéc, ¢6 phan boi rdi. Va mot phan ciing dé lira gat nita. Ong ta khong hé cam thy &n han dén thé, Dance danh gid. Nhung
¢6 van ghi nhan ¢ gang muon chudc 101 cuia dng ta.

Royce 16i tiép, “Han co ciing khong thudng xuyén ¢ vio mdt tinh hudng nhur thé nay, ding khong nao? Khi c6 phai bao vé ai do von khong duoc wa
chudng cho lam nhu Chilton.” Royce duong nhu khong trong doi mdt cau tra 104, va bat cuoi trong rong. “C6 biet khong? Thét nure cudi lim sao, 61 dan
dan da ngudng md ong ta.”

“Chilton u?”

MOt céi gat dau. “Toi khong tan dong phin lon nhirng gi ong 4y noi. Nhung d6 Ia nguoi ¢6 tu cach dao dire. Va ngay nay khong miy nguoi c6 duge
diéu do. Tham chi ngay ca khi d6i dién voi mbi de doa bi sat hai, ng Ay van giit vimg con dudng ctia minh. Va rét ¢6 thé ong dy s& lai tiép tuc. C6 co

nghi viy khong?”

“Toi doan 1 thé,” c6 khdng noi gi vé kha néing Ban tin Chilton s& bi chim dut.

Ma d6 cling khong phai viéc cua ¢ hay Royce.

“Cb biét t6i dinh lam gi khong? Xin 16 ca 6ng Ay nita.”

“Ong s am thé?”

“Toi da thir goi dén nha riéng. Khong ai tra oi. C6 ¢6 biét ong Ay dang & dau khong?”

“Ong ta va gia dinh s& t6i nha nghi ctia ho tai Hollister vao ngay mai. Ho dang trai qua budi tdi tai mot khach san. Toi khong 16 & dau. Nha ong ta dang la
hién truong vu an.”

“Vay chic t6i nén giri email t6i blog cho 6ng ta.”
C6 dang tham t hoi liéu viéc d6 c6 bao gidr dién ra hay khong,

Thé 1di sau d6 I im kng, DA dén e dé minh rit hui, Dance nghi. C6 cam Ky ci banh cudi cling, goi nd vao trong mdt to khén gidy va dimg day hudng
ra phia ctra nha an. “Chic 6ng tro' vé binh an, dng Royce.”

“Mot 1an nita, t6i thue sy xin 101, dac vu Dance. Toi rt mong doi lai c6 dip lam viée cling cd trong tuong lai.”
Cac k§ nang vé ngon ngit co thé ctia ¢6 dé dang phét hién ra trong cu gidi bay ctia 6ng ta chira dung hai diéu déi tra.
Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Puong duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 38

Jonathan Boling, trng c6 vé rat hao himg, dang budc vé phia Dance trong gian tién sanh tru s¢ ctia CBI. C6 dwa cho anh mbt thé ra vao tam thoi.
“Camon anh da dén.”
“T6i bt dAu thiy nhé noi ndy rdi ddy. Toi cir nghi minh da bi dubi viée.”

Dance mim cudi. Khi ¢6 goi t¢i Santa Cruz cho vi gido su, nit ddc vy da lam gian doan viéc chdm bai cho mdt 16p hoc he cua anh (c6 tu héi li€u minh co


http://ebookfull.net

thé 1am gidn doan trong Iic anh dang thu xép mdt cude hen hd hay khong) va Boling da vui vé bo ngang viéc dang im 14i xe trd lai Monterey.

Trong vén phong cta minh, Dance dua cho anh nhiém vu moi i nhit: Méy tinh x4ch tay ctia Greg Schaeffer. “Toi thuc syr rit mong moi timra Travis, hay
thi thé ciia cau ay. Anhc thé xem qua trong do, tim kiém bt cr thong tin no lién hé t6i cac dia danh trong ving, huréng 1ai xe, ban . ... Bit ctr diéu gi
dai loai nhur thé duge khong?”

“Tét nhién i duoc,” anh chi vé phia chiéc méy tinh hiéu Toshiba. “C6 mét khau khong?”’

“Lan ndy thi khong”

“Tét.”

Anh nhc nip my lén va bt du gb ban phim. “Toi s& tim kiém moi thir ¢6 thoi diém thiét Bp hodc timg dugc truy cip trong hai tudn vira qua. Nhu viy
nghe c6 6n khdng?”

“Chéc roi.”

Dance ¢b khong mim curoi thém Ian nira khi quan sat anh cti ngudi ra trude day hao himg, Céc ngén tay anh 6t trén ban phim nhu mot nghé si piano.
Saumdt lic, anh ngdi théng ngudi trd Jai. “A, ¢6 vé hin khong ding n6 nhidu Fim cho nhitng gi hén dinh m & day, ngoai tim kiém cac blog va duong
dan RSS, ciing nhw dé giri email cho ban bé va ddi tac m viée - va khong ai trong s6 ho ¢6 lién quan gi t6i ké hoach giét Chilton ctia héin. Song d6 chi
1 nhimg tap tin chwra bi x6a. Hén da thudng xuyén x6a cac tap tin va trang web truy cap trong tuan vira qua. T6i doan d6 s i nhitng thir co quan tim
nhiéu hon.”

“Phai. Anh c6 thé ti tao lai ching khong?”’

“Toi s lén mang tai vé mit trong nhirng phén mém ciia Irv. Chuong trinh d6 s& timlgiém&ong khong gian trong trén 6 C va tap hop lai tht ca nhimg gi
han moi 3;(’)a di gan day. Mot phan khong con nguyén ven va mot phan chac s€ bi bicn dang. Nhung da so cac tap dir ligu s€ co thé doc duge dén chin
nuroi phan tram.”

“Thé thi tuyét qud, Jon.”

Nam phit sau, phin mém ctia Irv Bing 18 md nmém trong méy tinh ctia Schaeffer, tim kiém céc phén ctia nhitng tép dir liéu da bi x6a, Kp rap ching lai va
chuyén vao mot thur muc m6i Boling da thiét 1ap.

“S& mit bao lau?” Dance hoi.

“S& mat vai gio, 10 doan vy, ” Boling nhin dong ho deo tay ctia minh rdi goi y ho nén di &n t0i mdt chit. Hai ngudi chui vao chiée Audi ciia anh va t6i
mot nha hang ném cach try s CBI cting khong miy xa, toa lac trén mot trién d6i nhin xudng sén bay, xa xa hon nita 14 thanh ph6 Monterey va khu vinh.
Ho chon mot ban ngoai hién, dugc lim am bdi nhitng chiée 10 su6i dot bang propane[ 1] tir trude, va ngdi thirdng thire mot chai vang tréang Viognier.
Lic nay miat troi da lan xuong cham it bien.

[1. Propane: Mot loai khi khong miu c6 trong tur nhién, ding am nhién liéu dé dét hay suoi.]

Thai Binh Duong, loang rong ra tan chén troi va nhuém mot mau do cam choi loa. Ca hai im lang quan sat trong I vai vi khach du lich gan d6 hang hai
chup lai nhimg khudn hinh r6i d4y s& can phai durge xir Iy bang Photoshop dé c6 thé bét kip vé long Ay ctia canh thyc.

Hai ngudi trd chuyén vé cac con Dance, vé chinh tudi tho ciia ho, vé qué hwrong ban quéan ctia mbi nguoi. Boling binh ludn ring anh tin chi hai muroi phén
trdm cur dan vimg bd bién mién Trung 14 nguoi California chinh goc.

Ling yén lai lAn nita xen vio giita ho. Dance cam nhén thiy d6i vai ngudi dbi thoai véi ¢6 dang nho 1én va chd doi nhitng gi chudn bi xay dén tiép theo.
“Toi ¢6 thé hoi c6 mit chuyén duoc khong?”
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“Tét nhién,” ¢6 thure sur ¢6 ¥ d6, khong hé gt ka.

“Chdng c6 mit khi ndo vay?”
“Chirng hai nm treée.”

Hai nam, hai théng, ba tudn. C6 c6 thé cho anh biét ca s ngay va sb gior nita.

“To6i chura bao gioy bi mét di ai 6. Khong phai theo cach d6,” ¢6 chit buon ba trong giong noi cuia anh, va hai bén mi chop chop gidng nhu nhitng khung
ctra chdp 1at dao dong theo gi6. “Chuyén gi da xay ra vay, cd khong ngai ké cho t6i chi?”

“Khong hé. Bill 3 mdt nhdn vién FBI, im viéc tai vin phong dia phurong, Song chuyén d6 khong co g lién quan t6i cong viée ca. MOt vu tai nan trén Xa

10 1. Mot chiée xe tai. Neuwoi i xe ngi git,” giong ¢d cudi chua chét. “Anh biét ddy, toi chua bao gior nghi t6i chuyén do cho t6i tan lic nay. Céc dong
nghiép va ban bé ctia anh ay van tiép tuc dat hoa bén duong trong chirng mdt ndm sau khi vu tai nan xay ra.”



"M chy thip t?”

“Khong, chi hoa thoi,” ¢6 lic du. “Chua oi, i ghét diéu do. Nhig thir nhéic ngwoi ta nhé lai. Toi da ki xe vong xa khéi 19 trinh binh thirong ctia minh
hang dzm dé tranh noi 4y.”

“Chéc phai kinh khing im”

Dance ¢6 giing khong thurc hanh cac k§f ning ngdn ngit co thé cita minh trong nhimg dip ra ngodi xa giao. Doi khi ¢6 quan sét bon tré, doi lic lai dénh gid
ngudi co hen véi minh. Song ¢d nhé uc bat qua tang Wes ndi doi vé mdt chuyén nho nhat va cdu bé can nhan, “Me, me cir nhu Superman ay. Me ding

14 co tia X dé chiéu 1o n6i viy.”

Lic ndy, c6 biét 16 mic di Boling van giir mot ny cudi thong cam trén khudn miit, ngdn ngit co thé cta anh da c6 sy thayrdéi kin d4o. Ban tay dang cam
ly rou ctia anh dudng nhu siét chit hon. Bén tay con lai, cac ngoén co vao nhau mdt cach bon chon. Nhiing hanh vi ¢6 biet thdm chi anh con khong y
thirc duoc.

Dance chi viec mdi bom. “Théi ndo, Jon. Pén luot anh ké chuyén 11 Cau chuyén ctia anh 1a thé nd0? Anh ludn rAt mo hd vé chi d& doc than.”

“O, ching c6 gi gidng véi tinh hinh clia ¢6 d4u,” anh dang ¢b giam nhe dleugldo rat dau kho, ¢6 c6 thé thiy rd la vdy. C6 khong phai 14 chuyén g tri
liéu tam Iy, dimg noi gi t6i chuyén k chuyén gia ctia Jon. Song hai nguoi ho da ké vai sat canh mdt thoi gian, va ¢ mubn biét cai gi dang khién anh bat
an.

Cb 4p ban tay Ién canh tay anh trong gidy lat. “Thoi ndo. Hay nho t6i kiém séng bang viée thim van ngudi khac. Sém mudn gi toi ciing s& tim hiéu duroc
no tir anh.”

“T6i khong bao gidr di an v6i ai d6 mubn don t6i vao thé bi ngay tir Iin hen ho dau tién. A phéi, ciing con tlry.”

Dance da di téi chd nhén ra Jon Boling i mdt ngudi str dung nhitng cdu chim biém thong minh lim 4o gidp ho than.

Anh néi tiép, “Péy c6 I¢ la vo kich i t& nhét co timg duoc nghe qua... Nguoi con gai t6i gip sau khi rdi Thung ling Silicon. C6 4y ¢ mdt hiéu sach &

Santa Cruz. C6 bict Bay Beach Books khong?”’

“T6i nghii minh da ting t6i d6.”

“Chung t6i rét hop nhau, Cassie va t6i. Cing nhau ra ngoai rat nhidu. C6 vai chuyén di thir s tuyét voi. Tham chi 6 Ay con sdng sot qua duoc vai budi
hop mat cung gia dinh t6i - 4, thurc ra chi c6 minh t0i gip van d& v6i nhimg dip nhur tlf C.” Anh nghil ngoi trong mot phit. “Cai chinh la chiing toi cudi rat
nhiéu. Toi nghi diéu 6 moi quan trong, Co thich nhat loai phim nao? Ching t6i chu yéu xem phim hai Tt thoi, ¢ dy da ly than, nhung chua ly hon. Ly
than vé phap 1y. Cassie hoan toan trung thire vé chuyén d6. C6 4y tu ké cho t6i tht ca. Lic d6 ¢ 4y dang thu xép cac thil tuc gidy t0.”

“Cb 4y c6 con?”
“Phai, hai dira. Mot trai mt gai, ciing nhu 6. Nhitng dira tré tuyét voi. Phin chia thoi gian séng bén canh c6 4y va nguoi chdng cii.”
“Y anh I nguoi-chura-hoan-toan-A-chong-cii ctia ¢6 4y,” Dance im king dinh chinh, va tét nhién doan ra phén con lai ctia cau chuyén,

Anh nhdp thém mdt ngum vang mét lanh. Mot con gié vira thoi dén, mit troi kin dan, va nhiét d6 ha xudng, “Chdng cii ciia ¢d 4y | mot ke bao hanh.
Khong phéi vé thé xac; héin ta khong bao gior hanh hung vo hay bon tré, nhung luon si nhyc, hanh ha vo' minh.” Anh budng ra mjt tleng cuoi ngac nhién.
“Cainay khong dung, caikia khong ding. C6 ay rat thong minh, tir t&, chu dao. Nhung lun bi hin ta miét thi. Toi qua toi da nghi dén chuyén do,” noi toi
day, glong anh trdm xudng, sau khi vira dé 1o mot chit thong tin i anh udc gi khong 15 miéng nhic dén. “Anh ta la mot tén sat nhan hang loat vé tinh
cam.”

“Mot cach dién dat rit hay dé n6i vé chuyén do.”

“Va thit tu nhién, c6 4y quay lai v6i anh ta,” khuon méit Boling king thinh trong khoanh khéic hdi tudng lai mdt bién ¢b cu thé, Dance thim doén. Tréi tim
chiing ta hiém khi dap lai diéu gi d6 triru trong; chinh nhitmg phan hdi trc bé nhod séc nét im bing Ién cam xiic. Rdi vé bé ngoai clia anh trd lai dudi dang
mot ny cudi voi dbi mdi mim chit. “Hén ta duoc thuyén chuyén dén Trung Qudc, va ho phéi di theo, Cassie va bon tré. C6 éiy n6i rat xin 181, ¢6 4y luén
yéu t6i, nhung ¢ Ay phai quay lai voi chdng... Toi chura bao gios thure sur hiéu durge phéan bét bude trong cic mbi quan hé. Ching han, c6 cn phéi tho,
¢d can phai an... Nhung & lai voi mdt g3 khdn u? Toi ching thé thiy dwoc sur can thiét. Nhung gidr t6i lai dang ndi vé... a, hay ching ta s& goi cdu chuyén
1a mot tiéng goi t6i t& ‘khdng 16° vé phan ctia 161, con ¢d c6 mot bi kich thure sur.”

Dance nhin vai. “Trong cong viée cua t6i, cho dir d6 1a mot vu giét nguoi ¢ chity, truy sat hay lam chét ngudi khong dinh trude trong qua trinh gly 4n,
mot cai chét van 1a mdt céi chét. Ciling giong nhu tinh yéu vay; khi n6 tan vd, cho duly do 1a gi, noi dau van ludn hién hiru.”

“T6i doan thé. Nhung yéu mdt ngudi di két hon qua 1 mdt y tudng toi, do 1 tat ca nhitng gl t6i mubn noi.”
Amen, Kathryn Dance lai thAm nghi, va thiéu chut nira bt cudi thanh tiéng, C6 rot thémmdt chit vang vao ly ciia minh.

“Co thiy chuyén d6 thé nao?” anh hoi.



“Chuyén gi co?”

“Ching ta da thanh cong trong viée dé cap t6i hai cau chuyén cuc ky riéng tur va budn phién trong mdt khoang thoi gian rit ngin. Thét hay vi khong phai
chiing ta dang hen ho,” anh ndi thém voi mot nu cuoi toe toét.

Dance m6 thue don ra. “Hay ciing goi chut db an ndo. O déy ho c6...”
« . Nhitng chiéc calamari burger ngon nhat thanh phd,” Boling n6i.
Dance bat cuoi. C6 dang dinh néi ra diing nhiing 101 ndy.

%

Cudc tim kiém trong méy tinh t6 ra vo ich.

Dance tr6 lai phong lam viéc cuia c6 voi gido su sau khi thuong thirc mon mure ong va salad, ca hai ("Iéu n6ng 1ong mubn biét nhimg gi phdn mém ca Irv
da tim thay. Boling ngdi xuong, ludt qua cac tép dir i€u va tuyén bo kém theo mdt tiéng thd dai, “So khong,”

“Khdng c6 gi ca sao?”

“Hén x6a céc email, t€p dit iéu va truy van do di chi nhim tiét kiém bo nhé. Khong cé gi bi mét, ciing khong ¢6 gi lin quan tdi vin dé ching ta tim
kiém.”

Cam giac that vong that khé chiu, nhung khong con gi hon dé lim

“Cam on anh, Jon. It nhit nhd 16 ti ciing c6 duge mdt bita tdi rit tuyét.”

“Xin 161, Boling ¢6 vé thure sur thit vong khi khong thé gitip duoc nhidu hon. “T6i doan minh nén quay vé chdm ndt chd bai kiém tra. Va sip do.”
“A phai, cudc gip gia dinh cudi tun ctia anh.”

Boling gat dAu. N& nu cudi cing thing va n6i, “Wo000o - hoooo™ véi vé hing héi girong gao.

Dance bat cuoil

Anh dua ngudi ra trude lai gan cd. “Toi s& goi cho ¢ khi trd v&. Toi mudn biét moi viée két thic ra sao. Va chiic ¢ gap may véi Travis. Hy vong cau
ay s€ khong sao.”

“Camon anh, Jon. Vi tit ca.”” C6 bét tay Jon tht chit. “Va t6i dic biét mimg vi anh di khong bi ddm chét.”

M6t nu cudi. Vi gido sur ndm chit tay c6 16i quay di.

Trong lic Dance nhin theo anh bude di doc hanh lang, mit giong phu nit vang Ién lam gian doan dong suy nghi ctia ¢6. “Nay, K.”
Dance quay lai va trong thdy Connie Ramirez dang budc qua sanh vé phia 6.

“Con.”

Pic vu cao cép kia dura it nhin quanh rdi gat dau vé phia phong am viée ciia Dance. Ca hai ciing budc vao, dong cira lai. “Chi tim thdy vai thr va nghi
em s€ muon biét. Tir bénh vién.”

“0, camon chi, Con. Chj im dugc bang cach nio vay?”

Ramirez ngAm nghil. “Chi d trung thyre mdt cach trf tra.”

“Em thich chuyén d6.”

“Chi gio phit hiéu ra va tung cho ho vai chi tiét vé mot vu khac ma minh dang diéu tra. Vu gian lan chi phiy t&.”

CBI ciing diéu tra cAc loai i pham tai chinh. Truong hop Ramirez vira nhéc dén l mdt vu gian in bao hiém nghiém trong - céc dbi twong sir dung danh
tinh nhitng bac sida qua doi dé dung Ién cac ho so'y khoa gia duéi tén cua ho.

Dance thim ngh, ddy i kicu vu viéc ma Chilton rét 6 thé s& viét dén trén blog cia Ong ta. Va d6 lai i mot hwa chon thét thong minh ciia Connie; nhiéu
nhan vién cua bénh vién c6 mit trong danh sdch nan nhan, va loi ich ctia ho gan lién véi viée giip dd nhan vién di€u tra.

“Chi yéu cau ho cho xem s6 dang ky vao vién. Trong ca thang, nhur thé Henry s& khong nghi ngd. Ho rat nhiét tinh hop tac. Va day 1 thi tim duogc: Vao
ngy Juan Millar qua doi c6 mdt bac sikhach moi - bénh vién dang t6 chire hang loat khoa giang chuyén nganh dien ra lién tuc, va c6 I8 vi bac sitdi vi
viéc nay. Co sau nguoi dén xin vi€e - hai nguoi cho cac vi tri bao tri, mdt ngudi tai nha an ty phyc vu va ba y ta. Chi da sao lai ly lich ctia ho. Theo nhur



chi thdy, khong ai ¢6 vé déng ngo. Con bay g |a diéu thi vi day: C6 sdu muroi tw nguoi vao bénh vién homdo. Chida kiém tra tén nhirg nguoi nay voi
bénh nhin duoc tham vieng, va tat ca déu dang ky ra ve. Trir mit nguoi.”

“Aivay?”
“That khé doc dugc cai tén nay, cho du 1a ban in ra hay chit ky. Nhung chi nghi d6 1 Jose Lopez.”
“Anh ta vao tham ai vay?”’

“Nguoi ndy chi ghi ‘bénh nhan’.”

“Qua 1a d& tim trong mdt bénh vién,” Dance mia mai ndi. “Sao chuyén ndy lai dang ngd?”

““A, chi nghii néu ai d6 c6 miit tai bénh vién dé giét Juan Millar, anh ta hay c0 ta han trudc d6 timg phéi dén bénh vién - hogc vao thim, hogc dé kiém tra
bo tri an ninh va nhitng thir khac. Vay Ia chi tim hi€u tat ca nhiing nguoi trude d6 tirng dang ky vao tham cau canh sat.”

“Hay lim. Va chj kiém tra chir viét tay ctia ho.”

“Chinh xac. Chi khong phai I chuyén gia gidm dinh gidy t, nhung chi d4 tim ra mt nguoi khach timg vao gip chang canh sat nhiéu lin, va gan nhur ¢6
thé cam doan rang chir viét cua y cling chinh Ia cta Jose Lopez.”

Dance ngdi nhdm ngudi ra trudc.

13 Ai Va}/?”

“Julio Millar.”

“Anh trai cau 4y!”

“Chi chic dén chin muroi phﬁn tram. Chi da sao lai moi thir,” Ramirez dura cho Dance mit tap gléy

“Oi, Connie, tuyét qua.”

“Chuc may nin. Néu em can gi thém, cir cho chi biét.”

Dance ngdi mdt minh trong phong lam viéc, ngim nghi vé thong tin vira nhan dugc. C6 & ndo Julio thue swr giét em trai minh?

Thoat dau, viéc nay ¢ vé khong c6 kha ning, néu can cr vao syt tan tim va tinh yéu Julio danh cho nguoi em trai. Thé nhung, khong nghi ngd gi nita, vu
giét nguroi la mot hanh dong nhan dao, va Dance 6 the hinh dung ra m6t cudc tro chuyén gitta hai anh em - Julio cti ngudi xudng trong lic Juan thi thao
cau xin anh trai hily giai thoat cau ta khdi ndi thong kho.

Giét emdi...

Ngoai ra, tai sao Julio lai mao danh trong to dang ky vao tham?

Tai sao Harper va cac nhan vién diéu tra tiéu bang lai bo st rm1 lién hé nay? Co gidn s6i lén, thamnghl ngd rang ho biét vé no, nhung da dim vu viée nay
xuong Vi truy cru me dé mot nhan vién thue thi ludt phap ctia tiéu bang s& & mdt man 1 quang cdo an tuong hon cho Robert Harper dé chéng lai dyr luat
chét-trong-pham-gia. Nhitng suy nghi vé cach hanh xir thiéu trung thuc ctia vi cong td vién cir ong Ién trong dau 6.

Dance goi cho George Sheedy va dé lai 101 nhén vé& khdm phé ctia Connie Ramirez. Sau do c6 goi cho me dé truc tiép béo cho ba biét. Khong ai tra 1oi
miy.

Khi that. Ching I& me ¢6 khong nhéin cude goi? Co ngit lién lac rdi ngdi xuong, ngamnghl vé Travis. Liéu cdu ta con song khong va s& cim cur dugce
trong bao 1Au? Vai ngay, néu khong c6 nude. S& la mot cai chét khing khiép biét chimg nao.

MOt céi bong nita hién kén trén khung cira phong. TJ Scanlon xuat hién, “Nay, sép.” C6 cam thdy c6 didu gi d6 khén cép.
“Két qua didu tra hién truong 427

“Van chura, song t6i dang theo sat vu do. Rawhide, sép nh¢ chir? Chuyén ndy 1a viéc khéc. To6i vira nhan dugc tin tir MCSO. Ho nhén dugc mit cudc
dién thoai ndc danh... lién quan t6i vu Cay thap tu ven duong.”

Dance hoi nhom nguoi én. “La chuyén gi vay?”
“Ngudi goi dién cho hay anh ta nhin thiy, xin trich nguyén 104, ‘thir gi d6 gan dudng Harrison va dudng Pine Grove’. O ngay phia nam Carmel.”

“Khong c6 gi thém sao?”



“Khong, Chi la “thtr gi d6”, t6i d tim hiéu vi tri noi dy. N6 nam gan khu cong trudng xay dung bo hoang, Va cudce goi duoc thure hién tir dién thoai cong
cong”

Dance do du trong khoanh khéic. D6i mit nhin chiim chiim vao mot & gidy, méu in nhitng bai viét trén Ban tin Chilton. C6 dumg day, v6 ly a0 khoéc.
“Sép dinh t6i d6 dé kiém tra?” TJ hoi voi vé khong miy chéc chén.

“Phai. Toi thue sy mubn timra ciu éy néu co bét ky cachnao.”

“Chd d6 c6 vé la mot khu vire khong an toan Bim dau, sép. Mudn hd trg khong?”

Dance mim cudi. “Toi khong nghil minh s& gip nhidu nguy hiém.”

Kho ¢6 chuyén do6, khi thii pham gir ddy dang nim trong nha x4c ciia hat Monterey.

*

Tran tang hém duge son den kit. Bén trén c6 muroi tam thanh xa, tht ca ciing déu mau den. Céc birc tudng tuyén mdt mau tring ban thiu, dugc phét qua

quyt bang loai son ré tién, durgc tao nén tir tam trim chin muroi hai khdi gach xi. C6 hai cai ti1 ké sat trdng, mdt ti kim loai méu xam, mot ti go c6 mau
tring khong dong méu. Bén trong d6 chira mdt hwong 16n thire phim dong hop, nhitng hop dung pasta, soda va rurgu vang, dung cu, dinh, do ding c4
nhan nhu kem danh rang, nurde khir i,

Bén tru b%mg kim loai chia 1én trin, chéng do téng mot. Ba cay ndmkhé sat nhau, mot tru niim cach xa hon. Chiing duroc son nmau niu sam, nhung da bi
hoen gi va that kho long phan bigt duoc dau Ia son, dau la két qua ctia qua trinh 6xy hoa.

San tAng ham ling bé tong, cac vét nirt trén san tao ra nhimg hinh thi quen thuc néu ban nhin that chidm chi vio ching du lu: Mot con ghu triic dang
ngdi, bang Texas, chiéc xe tai.

MOt cdi 10 sudi ¢l bui bamméo mo, ndm trong goc. N6 chay bang ga va hiém khi dugc bat Ién. Song ngay ca khi duge khoi dong, né ciing ching lim
khu tang ham am 1én la may.

Kich thuréc gian tAng him mdt chiéu ba muroi bay foot, mbt chiéu hai muoi tam foot, diéu ndy c6 thé tinh toan duoc dé dang tir céc khdi gach xi, von c6
kich thudc chinh xac rong murodi hai inch[2] va cao chin inch, cho du ban con phdi cong thém mot phan tdm inch cho mdi mach vita gan két ching voi
nhau.

[2. Inch: Pon vi do d¢ dai ctia Anh, b?mg 2.54 cm]

Ciing c6 kha kha sinh vat séng & noi ndy. Phén 1on 1 nhén. Ban ¢6 thé dém duoc bay gia dinh, néu qua thue i nhén co song thanh gia dinh, va duong
nhu chung phaln dinh lanh tho rit 13 rang dé tranh xAm pham [An nhau va bi cc gia dinh khac chén thit. Lii bo rii va rét ciing c6 mit. Thinh thoang c6 ca

muowa TuoL.

C6 mot sinh vat nélq d6 16n hon da bay té su quan tm tdi viéc dur trir thirc an va dd uéng & goc xa clia téng him, mdt con chudt nhit hay chuot céng,
Nhung sau d6 n6 dan trd nén de dat va roi di khong quay lai.

Hay d4 bi danh ba va chét.

MOt 6 cira s6, & cao tit trén tuong, cho phép chit anh sang 1o mo chiéu qua, song khong du dé nhin thiy gi; n6 da bi son lai bang méu tring tring, By
& chic da tam hay chin gio t6i, va khung ctra gin nhur t6i den.

Béu khong khi im ing dot nhién bi pha v khi tiéng budc chan vang 1én ¢ ting mdt, phia trén dau. Mot khoang ngimg, RAi cira trude mo, sau d6 lai bi
dong sép ai.

Cudi cing, khi ke bit coc cau ta d roi di, Travis Brigham co thé tha long Theo lich trinh moi thir dién ra trong mAy ngiy vira qua, sau khi ké bét coc di
khoi vao budi t6i, héin s& chi quay lai vao sang hom sau. Liic nay Travis nm co ro trén girong, kéo céi chiin gamy sét quanh ngudi. Day 1a thoi diém nhe
nhdm nhét trong ngy cta cu: NgiL

Travis da hoc duoc ring, it nhét trong gidc ngl, cau ciing c6 droc mdt quing thoi gian thoat ra khoi cam gidc tuyét vong,

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Puong duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Man suong day ddc quinh bong bénh lo limg trén d4u trong lic Dance rdi khoi xa 10 va lq?it (ﬁtu ldi xe theo tuyén duong Harrison 1ong gio. Khu vye nay
n4m ¢ phia namnoi d6 Carmel - trén dudng ti Point Lobos va xa hon nita la Big Sur - rat vang vé, hau nhur chi toan nhirng qua doi phu kin rimg; trong
wing chi con lai mdt dién tich nho dat trang trai.

Thét tring hop, noi ndy kha gan lanh dia cii ctia ngudi da d6 Ohlone, canh dia diém Armold Brubaker hy vong xdy nha may khir mén nuréc bién ctia ong
ta.

Ngtri thay i thong va bach dan, Dance tir ton li xe doc theo con duong voi anh dén pha - ¢ ding dén chiéu gin vi 16p suong . Thinh thoang lai ¢6
nhirng 161 1& sau hun hit vao bong tdi den kit chi bi pha v boi vai chim sang lac dac. Co di ngang qua vai chiéc xe, ciing chay tir ton gidng co, di theo
hudng nguoc lai, va thim tw hoi iéu co phai mdt nguoi lai xe da thyre hién cude goi ndc danh Kkhién ¢6 tim dén day, hay ngudi goi 1a mt cu dén sé tai.
Thir gi do...

D6 hién nhién 1 mdt kha néing, nhung dudng Harrison ciing | mot 16 tit tir Xa 16 1 t61 dudng Carmel Valley. Cude goi c6 thé dén tir bat cir ai.

Khéng lau sau, ¢6 t6i duong Pine Grove va dung xe lai.

Céng truong xdy dyung ma nguoi goi dién nic danh da nhéc t6i i mot t6 hop khach san moi hoan thién nira chimg - va chéc chén s& khong bao gio
dugc hoan thanh nira, sau khi toa nha chinh bi chay trong nhiing hoan canh dang ngo. Ban dAu, ngudi ta nghi day | mdt vu co ¥ gy hoa hoan dé lira tién
bao hiém, song hda ra thi pham lai I nhitng ngudi bao vé mdi truong khong mudn phong canh bi phé hong boi viée phat trién xdy dyng (That mia mai,
cac vi khing bd vi mbi trudng da tinh toan sai im; dam chdy lan rong va pha hity hang trim miu rimg thong nguyén sinh.)

Phén I6n rimg da phuc hdi trd lai, song vi nhiéu Iy do khac nhau, du 4n khéch san da ching bao gior duoc tai khoi dong, va khu td hop van giit nguyén
tinh trang nhur hién tai: Vai héc ta cong truong voi nhitng tda nha hoang phe va nhirg hé moéng dao sau xuong nén dét sét. Ca khu vire duoe bao quanh
bang hang rao day xich da xi€u veo gan kém cac bien bao Nguy hiém va Cam vao, nhung cir pf)i nam vai ban nha chirc trach lai tien hanh cac ca cru hd
mot hai ¢6 c4u vi thanh nién bi roi xubng ho hay mic ket gilta dong d6 nat khi md vao trong d¢ hut thube, uong ruou, hay tirmg c6 mot trudng hop, dé
lam tinh tai mdt dia diém kém thoai mai va it ling man nhat cé theé hinh dung ra duoc.

Noi nay ciing ma quai nhur dia nguc vay.

Dance Ky dén pin dé trong ngiin dung ging tay, chui ra khoi chiéc Crown Vic.

Ludng gi6 Am w6t pha vao ¢b, va Dance chot ring minh khi cam gidc lo so bing lén.

Tha 16ng ndo.

C5 bat cudi chim choc chinh minh, 4n cong tic dén pin kén, lia ludng sang ctia ciy dén Magna-Lite hr6t qua lwdt lai trén mit dat day cay bui va bat dau
tién budc.

Mot chiée xe wut qua trénxa 19, lép rin rit trén mét nhya duodng Amudt, r& vao khic ngodt i Iap tirc im bét, nhu thé n6 da bién mit sang mdt khong
gian khac.

Trong ltic nhin quanh minh, Dance doan “thir gi d6” nguoi goi dién ndc danh nhic dén 1 cay thap tur ven dudng cudi ciing, dugce du dinh ding dé thong
béo vé cai chét cuia James Chilton.

Tuy nhién, c6 khong hé thiy cay thap tur ndo & khu vire lin can. Ligu ngudi goi dién d6 con ¢6 thé ¢6 y gi? Khong I ho da nhin thiy hay nghe thay
Travis?

Péy qua la mdt noi Iy trdng dé gidu cau thiéu nién.

C6 dimg lai, ing nghe xem c6 tiéng kéu ctru ndo hay khong,

Khong ¢6 gi ngoai tiéng gi6 thdi qua giira nhitng cdy sdi va cay thong.

Nhitng cdy soi... Dance chot hinh dung ra mdt cdy thip tur cim ven dudng, Hinh anh ciy thap tir & san sau nha ¢ tir d6 ciing tia vé.
Liéu ¢6 nén goi vé yéu cau ling so4t khong? Chura phai ic. Tim kiém di da.

C6 ude gi c6 duge nguoi goi dien nic danh ¢ day. Tham chi ca mot nhén chimg bt déic di nhét ciing ¢6 thé 1 ngudn cung cip moi thong tin ¢6 can; nhur
Tammy Foster chang han, viéc thi€u hop tic ctia c6 bé chang hé 1am cudc dieu tra bi cham lai.

May tinh ctia Tammy. N6 ¢6 11 giai dép. A, ¢6 thé chura phai tit ca céc cu tra 101 Nhung mot cau tra Ii...
Nhung bén canh ¢ khong c6 gi ngoai cay dén pin trong tay tai cong truong xay dung bé hoang quai go ndy.
Tim kiém “ther gi 6.

Dance lich qua mit trong nhitng canh cong kim loai néim doc theo hing rao, da bi khong biét bao nhiéu ké xam nhdp tir nhiéu nim qua bé cong, ha thip



nguoi xudng, tir }én bude di. Toa nha chinh da syp d6 hoan toan trong vy chay. Cac khu khéc nhu nha kho, ga ra va cac khu phong khach san - déu bi
bit lai. C6 sdu h mong van ndm phoi ra d6. Ching dugc dénh dau bang nhiing bién bao nguy hiém mau cam, nhung lan swong mi it day va phan chicu
phan 16n luong sang dén pin trd lai mat Dance; c6 budc dirat can than vi s¢ hut chan xuong mot trong nhitng cai ho mong do.

C6 tir ton do dAm trong khu cong truong, cir sau mdi budc lai dimg va tim kiém céc déu chan.

Ngudi goi dién da nhin thy thir quéi quy gi moi duoc chir?

Thé r6i Dance nghe thiy tiéng dong & phia xa, song ciing khong xa lim. Mot tiéng giy ring ric that to. R6i mdt tiéng khéc.

Dance chét ling

Huou, c6 doan thim. Chiing c6 rét nhiéu ¢ khu vire nay. Nhung ciing ¢ ca cac loai vat khac sé‘ng tai ddy. Nam ngodi, mjt con sur tir niti da giét chét
mot du khach chay b cach noi nay khong xa. Con da thil da x¢ toang ngudi phy nit xau so ra r6i bien mat. Dance c6i khuy 4o khodc, dua ban tay ap
Ién bang khau Glock ctia minh dé 1y lai binh tinh.

Thém mot tiéng gy nita, 01 dén tiéng cot ket.

Gidng nhu ban & ctia mdt canh cira cii dang mo.

Dance gai ngudi vi so, chot nghi cho du “Tén sat nhén voi cay thip tu ven dudng” ching con i mbi de doa, diéu do khong co nghia i dam nghién ma
tly hay nhitng bang dang ti pham s€ vang mit quanh day.

Nhung c6 khong hé nghi tdi chuyén thoéi ui. Travis c6 thé dang ¢ dy. Tiép tuc tién lén.

bi thém chimg’b(‘)n muroi foot nira vao trong khu cong trudng, e nay Dance dang tim kiém nhitng cong trinh ¢6 thé ding lim chd gidu mdt nan nhén b
bat coc, tim kiém nhitng tda nha bi khéa cira, timkiém cac vét chan.

C6 nghif minh vira nghe thiy mot m thanh nita - gin nhu mdt tiéng rén. Dance d dinh goi to tén cAu thiéu nién. Nhung bén néng nhic nhé ¢ khong nén
lamthé.

Va i c6 dimg phét lai.

Mot bong ngudi hién ra trong min swong mi chi cach chd ¢6 chimg mudi yard. Nam xudng, ¢d thim nghi

Dance thd hon hén, tit dén pin va rit sting ra.

R&i nhin lai 1an nita. Cho di1 d6 1 ai - hay 1a thir @i, ci bong da bién mit.

Nhung hinh anh d6 khong phai 13 tudng twong. C6 chic chin da nhin thdy ai d6, dan 6ng, ¢6 tin 1 vy tir ngdn ngit co thé.

Lic ny, tiéng budc chan vang Ién thit 1d rang. Tiéng canh ciy giy, tiéng 14 bj gidm lao xao. Ké kia dang di bén suon co, tir bén phai. Han di chuyén, roi
lai dirng lai.

Dance dura tay s vao chiéc dién thoai di dong trong tiii. Nhung néu thye hién mdt cude 201, giong noi s& d& 16 vi tri ctia 6. Va c6 can gia thiét ring bét
ctr ké ndo co nit tai ddy trong bong ti ctia budi dém am thép, mi swrong ndy khong thé hién dién vi nhitng nmuc dich vo hai.

Lan nguoc lai nhitg bude chan di ¢ ban, Dance tw nhi. Quay trd lai chiée xe. Ngay bay gio. Dance nghi t6i khau stng trudng dé trong cdp ciia minh,
mon i khi ¢6 tirng ban thir mdt lan, trong khi luyén tap.

Dance quay trd lai va di chuyén thét nhanh, mbi bude chan déu am vang kén tiéng 1o xio thét to tir 10p 14 cdy rung twa nhur dang kéu lén: Toi ¢ day, t6i
o day.

C6 dimg lai. K¢ xdm nhap thi khong, Tiéng bude chan y dang di chuyén trén nén 14 rung va qua cac kim cay bui, trong mén surong ti den, dau d6 bén
phai cd.

Roi ching chot im bit.

C6 phai y ciing da dimg lai? Hay da di chuyén t6i chd khong ¢6 14 rung, chudn bi tiép can dé tin cong?

Hay quay lai xe, 4n vao noi an toan, Ky bd damra va goi ting vién.

Tir day ti chd hang rao Van con nim muroi hay sau muroi foot nita. Trong thir anh sang tréng 16 mo - bi khl}éch tan qua min swong i - ¢0 quan sat
xung quanh. Mot s0 noi c6 vé it 14 kho hon cac cho khac, song kho cho phép di chuyén ma khong gay ra tiéng dong. Dance ty nhii ¢d khong thé doi lau
hon nira.

Nhung ké bam dudi kia van im king.



Li¢u c6 phéi y dang an nip?
Hay y da bo di roi?
Hoic ké d6 dang tiép can dudi sy che chd ctia nhig tan 1a day?

Gan phat hoang, Dance quay ngoit lai song khong nhin thy gi ngoai bong ma ciia cAc toa nha, nhiing thin ciy va vai bon chira lon da ri sét bj i lap
mot phan.

Dance phu phuc xuc‘)ng nhan mét vi cam giac dau ¢ cac khop xuong - tir cude dudi bat va cingi & nha Travis hom trude. Sau dd, c6 di chuyén vé phia
hang rao nhanh hét mirc cé thé. Cudng lai sy thdi thic gap gap mudn ving chay bang qua dia hinh map md day déc da thir cambay déc trung ctia mot
cong trudng xay dung,

Con hai muroi lim foot nita 1 dén hang rao.

Mt tiéng gy ring ric gan do.

Nir ddc vu dimg phit lai, quy mot bén gbi xuong, o' sting ngang tAm it tim kiém myc tiéu. C6 dang cam dén pin trong ban tay tréi va thiu chit nira da
bat n6 1én. Nhung mdt lan nira, ban nang lai nhic nhé ¢b khong duroc lam thé. Trong man swong mi, tia sang gan nhur s& khién ¢6 bi Iba va cung cap cho
ké xdm nhap kia mot dich ngim hoan hao.

Cach d6 khong xa, mt con gu tric Bic My tudt xubng khoi noi an ndu clia nd va qua quyét roi di, diéu bo 16 rang to vé buc boi khi bi quiy ray.
Dance nhém dy, quay tré ra phia hing rao va di chuyen thét nhanh trén 16p 14 ryng, thuong xuyén ngodi nhin lai phia sau. C6 khong thé trong thy ai
dang bam theo minh. Cudi ctng, Dance day canh cong lch qua va bat dau rao budc vé phia chiéc xe, dién thoai di dong mo ra cim trén tay tréi trong
lic ¢6 tim qua danh sach cac sO da goi.

Pung Itc 4y, mdt giong n6i vang 1én rat gin sau g c6, 4m thanh vang vong ra trong man dém “Khong dugc dong ddy,” ngudi dan éng néi. “Toi cb
stng.”

Tim dép thinh thich, Dance thiy ca ngudi lanh toat. Hin da & bén suwon cta ¢d, lach qua mdt cong khac hay im ing leo qua hing rio.

C6 can nhc: Néu y thue sy ¢6 sting va mubn giét ¢o, ic ndy chiic ¢6 da chét. V6i man swong mii va bong t6i, rat 6 thé y chura phat hién ra khéu sing
trén tay co.

“Toi mudn ¢ quy xudng dat. Lap tirc.”

Dance bét dau quay nguoi.

“Khong! Quy xudng!”

Nhung ¢6 tiép tuc quay ngudi lai cho t6i khi d6i dién voi ké xAm nhap va canh tay dang gio thing ra ca y.
Chét tiét. Y ¢6 stng, va khau sting dang chia thing vao co.

Nhung r6i sau d6 ¢6 nhin vao khu6n mit nguoi dan ong va chép miét. Anh ta ngic bd canh phyc ctia S& Canh sat hat Monterey. C6 da nhén ra. D6 a
anh chang diéu tra vién tré tudi mat xanh trude day da giip do 6 vai lan. David Reinhold.

“Kathryn?”
“Cau lam gi ¢ day vay?”

Reinhold fic dﬁu, mot nu cuoi thoang hién trén khudn mét. Anh ta khc}ng tra 101, chi dua it nhln quanh Nguoi canh sat ha sing Xuéng, nhung van chua
nhét trd lai vao bao dung. “Ngurdi ¢ trong kia c6 phai c6 khong?”’ cudi cting anh ta hoi, dua mit vé phia cong trirong xdy dung,

C6 gt dau.

Reinhold tiép tuc nhin quanh, cang thing, ngdn ngit co thé ctia ngudi canh sat tré phat di tin hiéu cho thiy anh ta van sin sang dé chién dAu.

Sau d6 mot giong hoi ré vang én tir bén sudn, “Sép, c6 phai cd ddy khong? Sép goi t6i 42

Reinhold chép niit khi 4m thanh vang lén.

Dance cAm dién thoai ctia ¢6 1n va néi, “TJ, cu van & d6 chr?” Khi Dance nghe théy ké xam nhdp tién lai sau lung minh, ¢6 da bam it quay $0.
“Vang, sép. C6 chuyén gi vay?”

“T6i dang & chd cong truong xdy dung gan dudng Harrison. Toi dang ¢ mit ciing diéu tra vién Reinhold tir S& Canh sét.”



“Sép c6 tim thiy gi khong?” ngudi dic vu hoi.

Dance cam thiy hai chin ¢ dang tha 1ong dan, tim dap thinh thich, khi con hoang loan ban dAu gi& ddy dan tan bién. “Chura c6 gi. T6i s& goi lai cho
Caun

“Hiéu rdi, sép.”
Hai ngudi ngit lién lac.

Cubi clng Reinhold ciing cho sting vao bao. Nguoi canh sét tré hit vao thét chdm va phong hai go ma nhéin nhyi thés khong khi ra. “Thiéu chit nita
chuyén nay lam t6i s dén mat ca... thir c6 biet day...”

Dance héi anh ta, “Cau dang lam gi & day vay?”

Anh ta giai thich ring cach ddy chimg mdt gi> MCSO da nhan dugc mot cude dién thoai vé “thir gi d6” ¢6 lién quan t6i cude diéu tra & gin giao 10 giita
Pine Grove va Harrison.

Chinh cudc goi da thdi thiic Dance t6i day.

ViReinhold timg tham gia vao cudc diéu tra, anh ta gii thich, chang canh sat tré da tinh nguyén t6i tim hiéu. Anh dang tirnkiém trong khu cong truong
xay dung thi nhin thay anh dén pin nén lai gan xem xét. Reinhold khong nhén ra Dance trong mén surong mi1 va nghii ¢6 ¢6 thé 13 mdt con nghién hay mot
tay budn ban ma ty.

“Cau 6 tim thy gi cho thdy rang Travis dang & ddy khong?”

“Travis u?” anh ta chamrai hoi lai. “Khong, Sao vay, Kathryn?”

“Vi durdng nhur noi ndy B mt dia diém rét phi hop dé gidu nan nhan bi bt coc.”

“A, t01 da tim rét cAn than,” ngudi canh sat tré cho ¢b hay. “Khong thiy gi ca.”

“DAu vay,” Dance n6i, “t6i vin mudn dam bao chiic chin.”

Vi ¢6 goi lai cho TJ dé diéu dong mdt doi ra soat.

sk

Cubi cing ho ciing kham pha ra thir ngwoi goi dién nac danh da nhin thiy. Phat hién nay khong nhd vao Dance hay Reinhold, ma do Rey Carraneo,
nguoi da dén noi cling sau nhan vién khac tr CHP, MCSO va CBL

“Thir gi d6” | mdt cay thap tir ven dudng. N6 duoc cim phia bén 16 giéi Pine Grove chir khong phai Harrison, cach diém giao nhau chimg mot trim
foot.

Song vt ky niémnay chiing c gi lién quan t6i Greg Schaeffer, Travis Brigham hay cac bai binh luan trén blog,

Dance thé' dai phan nd.

Cay thap tu ndy trong bat niit hon nhitng céi khac, duroc kim can than, va nhitng bong hoa dat dudi chdn nd 1 clic va tuy lip chir khong phéi hoa hong,
Mot diém khéc biét nita 14 cay thap tu ndy mang trén né mot cai tén. Thyre ra I3 hai.

Juan Millar, hily binh an yén nghi

Bi sat hai boi Edie Dance

DPuoc ai d6 trong nhom Uu tién su séng dé lai - nguoi goi dién nic danh, duwong nhién 1Ol

Phén nd, c6 nhd bét cy thap tu 1én khoi mit dat va ném n6 vao mé hdn don.

Chang con g dé timkiém, khong con bépg chimg dé xem xét, khong c6 nhan chitng ndo dé thim van, Kathryn Dance quay tr6 lai xe va l4i vé nha, thim
tu héi liéu giac ngli cuia 6 s€ tran troc dén mitc nao.

Néu qua thue ¢6 ¢6 thé ngd dugc.
Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong dugce tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.


http://ebookfull.net

Chuong 40

Vo Itc tam gid hai muroi phit séng, Dance danh i chiéc Crown Vic vao béi dé xe ctia Toa an hat Monterey. C6 da rat nong long mudn biét két qua
bao cao kiém tra hién trrdng vé Schaeffer, ciing nhur bt cir théng tin ndo TJ va ngudi ctia MCSO d tim dwoc ¢6 lién quan t6i noi tén sat nhan giam gt
Travis. Song trén thue té tam tri co lai dang dé ca vao chuyén khac: C6 dang ban khozn vé cude 201 dién thoai la ng nhan dugc sang hdomdo - tr
Robert Harper, hoi xem c6 c6 thé ghé qua chd ong ta hay khong,

C6 vé da ngdi vao ban lam viéc tir ic bay gio sang, vi cong t6 vién diic biét da 16 ra d& mén mot cach la king, va Dance cho ring rit c6 thé ong ta da
nghe duoc tir Sheedy vé tinh hinh lién quan i Julio Millar. Ddng suy nghi cua ¢6 ky thire da dixa t6i viée huy bo cude diéu tra nhim vao me minh,
chuyén 101 budc t0i sang nhim vao anh trai Juan. €6 c6 cam giac Harper mubn thurong lrong cach thu xép ndo d6 cho phép bao toan nyit miii ctia ong
ta. C6 the s& la huy bo hoan toan nhirng t9i trang nhim vao Edie, va ngay lap tirc, néu Dance dong y khong cong khai dua ra bat cir 101 chi trich ndo
nham vao cach thirc thy Iy vu an cua 6ng ta.

C6 dau xe ding sau toa 4n, quan sat cac cong trinh xay dung quanh bai dé xe; ngay tai noi nay, ngudi phy nir ddng pham cta tay thi finh gido phéi
Daniel Pell d3 khoi mio vu tiu thoét cho y bang céch gy nén con hoa hoan da khién Juan Millar bi bong nghiém trong,

Co it dau chao méy ngoi quen am tai tda 4n va S¢ Canh sét. Noi chuyén v6i mdt nhén vién an ninh, ¢6 biét duge v trf phong am vige ctia Robert
Harper. Tang hai, gan thu vién luat.

Vai pht sau, ¢4 t6inoi - rét ngac nhién khi thay khu phong lam viée cta 6ng ta kha don so. Khong c6 gian ngoai danh cho thu ky. Cira phong lam viée
ctia vi cong to vién dac biét ‘m”r thing ra hanh lang, d@i dién voi ctra mot phong vé sinh nam. Harper ghi co ,mf)t mmh, r}géi sau mot ‘pén lam viéc Ion, ca
can phong khong c6 moén do trang tri nao. C6 hai chicc may tinh, tirng day sach ludt va hang chyc chong gidy to sap xep gon gh€ dé trén miat mot cai ban
mau xam bang kim loai va mot cai ban tron ké gin khung cira s6 duy nhat. Cira chop duge kéo xudng, cho du khung cira dem t6i mdt tam nhin rat 4n
tuong vé phia cac canh dong rau di€p va rang nii phia dong.

Harper méc 40 so mi tring duoc Ja phing, deo ca vat do khd hep. Ong ta méic quan vai sim i, chiée 4o vest durgc treo gon gang trén moc clia nic
40 ké trong goc phong,

“Béic vu Dance. Camon ¢6 vi da dén,” ong ta kin d4o 14t Up tap gidy dang doc xubng, va déng nip cap dung tai lidu lai. Bén trong, c6 thoang thiy mot
cubn sach Iut cil

Hodc mit cubn Kinh Thanh,

Ong ta dimg ddy trong chbc lat, bét tay ¢, va mot ln nira lai gitt khoang cach.

Trong lic Dance ngdi xudng, d6i mit ném sat nhau ciia Ong ta ra soat lai mit clnéc ban bén canh xem trén d6 liéu con thir gi khong nén dé co trong thiy
hay khong, Ongta duong nhur hai long vi moi bi mit déu duoc an toan. Vi cong td vién quan sat bo d6 xanh hai quan ciia ¢6 trong mdt thoang - 4o
khoac ct may va vay xép li - 40 so mi tring. Hom nay c6 dang mic trang phuc ding khi thdm van. Beo kinh den.

Cip kinh ctia ké sin moi.

Co s& rat vui chép nhan mdt thoa hiép, néu chuyén d6 c6 thé gidi thoat cho me ¢d, nhung Dance s€ khong @& minh bi hi doa.

“Ong da n6i chuyén v6i Julio Millar?”” ¢b hoi.

BCAi CO?”

“Anh trai Juan.”

“A. Phai, t0i d4 ni chuyén véi anh ta, ciing Au rdi. Sao ¢6 lai hoi vay?”

Dance cam thy tim minh bat dau dap nhanh hon. C6 ghi nhn m6t phan tmg cang théng - chén ¢ hoi di chuyén. Nguoc lai, Harper van khong c6 phan
Ung gi. “Toi nghi Juan da cau xin anh trai giét cu ta di. Julio gia mao tén trong s6 ding ky vao tham, va thire hién diéu em anh ta mong nudn. Toi nghi d6
14 viéc ong mubn gip t6i dé trao doi.”

“0,” Harper gt dau néi. “George Sheedy da goi dién cho t6i vé chuyén d6. Ciing moi dy thoi. Toi doan ong ta chura kip goi dé bao véi co.”

“Bao voi toi dicu g?”

Bing mjt ban tay ¢6 bd mong duge cit sira hoan hio, Harper cm Fy mot tap tai ligu tir goc ban Bm viéc cta dng ta va mo n ra. “Vao démem trai
anh ta qua doi, Julio Millar ¢6 mat ¢ bénh vién. Nhung t6i khang dinh anh ta d4 gap hai nhin vién an ninh ctia bénh vién Vinh Monterey, mot hanh dong

lién quan t01 vu kjén Cuc Diéu tra California vi tic trach kh1 cf{ em trai anh ta téi canh gac mit bénh nhin ma céc ¢o biét, hay dang ra phai biét, h mit ke
qua nguy hiém dé mot nguoi it kinh nghiém nhur Juan ¢6 thé doi phd duoc. Anh ta ciing can nhic t6i viée kién dich danh ¢6 vi tdi phan biét ching tdc khi



ctr mdt nhan vién canh sét thuge sic toc thiéu sb di thuc thi nhi¢m vy nguy hiém. Va 1Am nghiém trong thém tinh trang nguoi em trai khi thémvﬁn cau dy.
Vao thoi diém chinh xac khi Juan chét, Julio dang & ctng may nhin vién an ninh kia. Anh ta gia mao t€n vi s ¢6 kham pha ra y dinh kién ké trén va tim
cach de doa anh ta ciing nhur gia dinh.”

Tim Dance thét lai khi nghe nhirng 11 d6, duoc noi ra binh than dén thé. Harper ciing binh than nhur thé 6ng ta dang doc doan trich ra tir mbt tap tho vay.

“Julio Millar da dugc xac minh v6 can, dac vu Dance.” Mot vai nép cau thoang qua trén trén. “Anh ta | mdt trong nhitng dbi trong nghi vin dau tién cta
t61. Chang I& c6 nghi t6i khong can nhic t6i anh ta sao?”

Dance king ngudi ngdi xuéng, Chi trong khoanh khéc, moi hy vong da tiéu tan.
Véi Harper, chii d& ndy coi nhur duroc khép lai. “Khong, Iy do t6i dé nghi ¢6 t6i ddy...” 6ng ta immot tap tai liéu khéc.

“C6 c6 xac nhan day B mdt email minh da viét khong? Cac dia chi déu khop, nhung khong hé ¢6 céi tén ndo. Toi c6 thé Ian ngwoc lai t6i ¢o, song nhur
vay s& mat thoi gian. Nhu mdt 101 d€ nghi lich sy, ¢6 ¢ the vui long cho t6i bict liéu ddy ¢ phai la ctia ¢6 khong?”

Dance liéc nhin to g]éy D6 1a ban copy mdt email ¢ da viét cho chéng khi anh xa niha di dw mdt budi hoi thio chuyén d2 cta FBI tai Los Angeles Irfiy
nam trudc.

Moi viée & d6 dién ra thé nao? Anh t6i dugc khu phd ngudi Hoa nhu da dyr kién chir?

Wes c6 két qua hoan hao trong bai kiém tra tiéng Anh. Thang bé cir dé méi ngdi sao vang trén trén cho t6i khi nd roi xudng va phai mua mot cai khéc.
Mags quyét dinh tiing hét cac mén d6 Hello Kitty ctia nd cho quy tir thién - vang, tit ca (hoan ho!!!).

Tin budn tir me. Willy, con meo ctia b me em, cudi cing danh phéi giip n6 chét. Suy than. Me khong chdp nhan dé béc si thi y im chuyén d6. Ba
tay lim, bang mit miii tiém. Sau d6 me c6 vé vui hon. Me ghét ndi thong khd, tha ba mit di mdt con vét nubi con hon phai chimg kién nd chiu khd 6.
Me tAm su voi em tht niing né biét chimg ndo khi chimg kién bac Joe vao thoi ky cubi, v6i can bénh ung thur. Déang 1& khong ai phai trai qua diéu do, me
n6i. Tht déng hd then khi khéng c6 dao luat ndo cho phép gitp do tur sat.

Thoi, bay gio em s& chuyén sang giai di¢u vui Vé’ hon: Trang web da duoc dua trd lai Ién mang, Martine ciing em da tai lén mot ta ca khiic ctia nhom nhac
My ban x{t dudi Ynez dé. Anh hdy 1én mang néu c6 thé nhé. Ching hay tuyét!

A, emda di mua sdm & Victoria’s Secret. Em ngh anh s& thich thtr em mua. Em s& im mot min trinh dién thoi trang!! V& nha nhanh anh nhé!

Khudn niit ¢ néng bimg - vi choang vang va phin nd. “Ong Ry nd & dau?” co git lén.

“Trong mdt may tinh & nha me cd. Dudi Iénh kham cta toa.”

Dance nhé lai. “P6 1a may tinh ctia t6i. Toi dua nd cho me t6i ding,”

“N6 dang thudc quyén s0 hitu ctia me ¢6. Trong khudn khé hiéu luc clia 1énh kham.”

“Ong khong duroc sir dung n6,” Dance vung vdy ban in email

“Sao lai khong?” vi cong t& vién cau may.

“N6 khong thich hop,” tim tri ¢b quay cudng, “Pay 1 lién lac riéng tur giita vo va chong”

‘Tét nhi@n 12 n6 thich hop. N(’) nhdc t6i quan diém ctia me ¢d trong viéc thire hién hanh dér}g giét nguoi vi nhan dao. Con Vé su riéng tu: V“lrcé co ]511
chong déu khong phai 1 doi trong b truy t0, bat cr th tin lién lac nao ciing hoan toan chap nhin dugc. Duisao di nita, tham phén s& quyet dinh.” Ong
ta c6 vé ngac nhién vi c6 da khong nhan ra dieu do. “No c6 phai la ctia c6 khong?”

“Ong can mot gidy triéu tip nhan chimg trude khi bét t6i tra 1o bat ctr didu gl.”

“Bugc thoi,” ng ta duong nhur chi hoi ¢6 chit théit vong trude vige ¢ tir chdi hop tac. “Bay gio, t6i can cho ¢ biét réing tdi coi viéc ¢ can dy vao
cudc dicu tra nay la mdt trrong hop xung dot lgi ich, va viée dung dac vy Consuela Ramirez vao vai tham tir thay ¢6 ciing khong loai trir duoc xung dot
do.”

Lam cach nao 6ng ta phat hién dugc chuyén d6 nhi?

“Vu an ny hoan toan khong nﬁm trong pham vi chip phép ctia CBI, va néu c6 tiép tuc can dur vao nd, t6i s& phat don 6 gidc vi pham dao dirc chdng lai
¢0 t6i van phong Chuong Iy ti€u bang,”

“Ba dy Ia me toi.”

“T6i tin chic co rat xic dong vé tinh thé hién tai. Nhung ddy | mot cude diéu tra dang trong tién trinh, va khong lau nira s& 1 mot quy trinh t6 tung, Bat
ct can thi€p nao tir phia c6 déu khong chap nhan duogc.”



Run Ién vi phAn ng, Dance dimg bat diy va bét dau budc ra cira.

Harper ¢ vé vira nghi lai. “C6 mot diéu toi mudn ndi véi ¢d, dic vu Dance. Trude khi tién hanh thira nhin enmail d6 ctia ¢6 1 mdt bang chimg, t6i mubn
¢0 bict rang t6i s¢€ chinh sira lai thong tin vé chuyén mua do 16t, hay bat ky thir gi tirong tu the, tai Victoria’s Secret. Toi cho rang chuyén ay khong thich
h(_)p,”

Sau do, nguoi cong tb vién kéo lai phia minh tap tai liéu 6ng ta dang xem xét khi c6 dén, It n6 ra va tiép tuc doc.

%

Trong phong lam viée ctia minh, Kathryn Dance dang nhin chim chﬁm vao hai thin cay vin xodn quan iy nhau & bén ngoai khung ctra s0, van con cam
thay phan nd voi Harper. C6 lai dang nghi xem chuyén gi s& xay ra néu ban thin bi budc phai ra lam chimg chong lai me minh. Néu Dance tir choi, ¢6 s&
bi coi Ia ¢6 hanh dong trai phap luat. Mot tdi 16i. Pieu do ¢ the dong nghia véi ngdi t va dau cham hét cho sy nghiép thue thi phap udt cta co.

Sur xuét hién ciia TJ kéo ¢6 ra khoi dong suy nghi.

Trong anh ta ¢6 vé kiét stre. Ngudi diic vu tré cho hay anh da danh gan hét dém am viée ciing doi Diéu tra Hién truong dé kiém tra cin phong ciia Greg
Schaeffer tai nha nghi Cyprus Grove, chiéc xe ctia y va ngdi nha gia dinh Chilton. Anh da c6 ban bao cao cia MCSO.

“Cir lam, TJ,” ¢6 nhin d6i mét do ngiu w6t nhém ctia chang trai. “Céu 6 ngi duoc ti ndo khong?”

“Lai cAu hoi d6 1 sao ha sép? ‘Ngi’ u?”

Anh ta dua cho ¢6 ban béo cao kiém tra hién trudng. “Va cudi cling ti c6 nhiéu thong tin hon vé& 6ng ban ctia ching ta.”
“Aico?”

“Hamilton Royce.”

Gity khong con quan trong nita, ¢6 thim nhi, khi vy 4n da khép lai, va nhing i xin 16i - cho du chéing méy chan thanh - cing da dwoc n6i ra. Nhung co
van to mo. “Tiép tuc di.”

“Nhigm vu gan ddy nhat cta ong ta do Uy ban Céc nha méy dign Hat nhan yéu ciu. Cho t6i khi dén ddy, ong ta da im viéc séu muoi gid mdt tudn cho
damnay. Nhan tién n6i luén, 6ng ta dat ra tro day. Va t6i nghi toi can dugce ting hrong, sép. Li€u toi co phai loai dac vu dang duoc tra ti sdu con s6
khong nhi?”

Dance mim cudi. C6 thdy mimg vi tinh cach hai hude cta anh ta dudng nhur da quay tr lai. “Trong 0 thanh todn ctia i thi cdu déng gia dén by con
sb, TI.”

“Toi ciing yéu sép.”

Y ngiia ctia thong tin vira duge biét chot 16e 1én trong dau Dance va ¢d hrdt qua cac ban in tir Ban tin Chilton.
“Ga con hoang khén kiép.”

“Givay?”

“Royce da ¢b ging dep bo blog do... vi loi ich khach hang ciia 6ng ta. Nhin xem,” ¢b chi vio td ban in.

NANG LUQNG CHO NHN DN

Do Chilton dang

Ha nghi si Brandon Kleviger... P4 bao gioy nghe thiy tén 6ng ta chura? Nhidu kha néing 1 chura.

Vi 6ng ha nghi si chiu trach nhiém trong nom cac cur dan dé mén ¢ Bac California mu6n gitt mdt hanh tung kin dao nhiéu hon.
Khéng cé van may d6 dau.

Ha nghi s Klevinger i chii tich Uy ban Céc nha méy di¢n Hat nhan ciia tiéu bang, ciing ¢6 nghiia a bom - 4y khong, thit 16 cho t0i, | d6 - dimg lai &
cho 6ng ay trong van dé lién quan ti nhitng mdn d6 bé nhd duge goi Ia 16 phan g,

Va céc ban ¢6 mudn biét mdt diéu thi vi vé ching khong?



Khong - i chb khic ngay, cac vi thich mau xanh. Mo i chd khéc ma than vain! Toi chéing ¢6 gi khic mic v6i néiing luong hat nhan ca; ching ta can dat
duoc doc lap ve ning hrong (lgh(’)i nhitng phia ¢6 loi ich & bén kia dai duong t6i tung viet vé rat nhieu). Nhung thir t6i kich liét phén doi 3 cai nay: Nang
lugng hat nhan mat di loi theé néu gia thanh cla nha may va nang luong phai bo ra dé xay dung nd vuot qua nhiing loi ich dem lai.

Toi dugc biét ha nghi si Klevinger tinh ¢ timg c6 vai chuyén di choi golf t6i Hawaii va Mexico voi “ngudi ban” m6i quen ctia dng nay, Stephen Ralston.
Nao, thir doan xem, cac chang trai c6 gai? Ralston tinh c¢ lai tham gia chao thau cho mdt co s& dién hat nhan dy kién xay dyng & phia bac Mendocino.

Mendocino. .. Mot dia diém that dang yéu. Va rét dat do dé xay dung. D6 1a chura nhic t6i chuyén dudng nhur chi phi dé van chuyén dién t6i noi can
ciing s& rat Ion. (Mot nha thdu khéc da dé xudt mot dia diém ré tién va hiéu qua hon nhiéu, nim cach Sacramento chimg nam muroi daim vé phia nam).
Song mdt ngudn tin da ri tai vi t6i vé béo c4o so bd ctia Uy ban Hat nhan, trong d6 hé 16 ring rat c6 thé Ralston s& duoc bat dén xanh cho viée xdy nha
miy & Mendocino.

Liéu c6 phai Klevinger da lam gi d6 phi phap hay sai lim khong?

Toi khong hé néi c6 hay khong. Toi chi dura ra cau hoi thoi.

“Ong ta da ddi tra tir dau dén cudi,” TJ n6i. “Chéic chin 1a thé.”

Déu vay, vao lic nay c6 khong thé tap trung quan tim vao tro lira bip ctia Royce. N6i cho cling, ching can thiét phai giy 4p lurc voi ong ta vao lic nay,
vi chi m{t hai ngay nita 6ng ta s€ cuon goi.

“Lam tdt Bm.”
“Chi can hly nh6 diu chim trén chit j ctia t6i | duoc.”

Sau khi anh chang rdi di, ¢6 cham chi nghién ctru ban béo cao cua MCSO. Dance thiy hoi ngac nhién khi David Reinhold, chang thanh nién nhiét tinh -
nguoi da choi tro dudi bat voi ¢d toi qua - da khong dich thin cam ban bao céo tdi.

Nguoi giri: Thanh tra Peter Bennington, Di Diéu tra Hién trurong, MCSO.
Ngudi nhdn: Kathryn Dance, dac vy, Cuc Pidu tra California - B6 phén Tay.

Béo cdo vé: Vu an mang ngay Hai muroi tam thang Sau tai nha James Chilton, 2939 Pacific Height Court, Carmel, California.

Kathryn, dudi ddy i két qua kiémké.

Thi thé Greg Schaeffee.

M6t vi hiéu Cross, bén trong dung gidy phép 1i xe California, thé tin dung, thé thanh vién AAA, it ca déu mang tén Gregory Samuel Schaeffer.
325,52 d6 la tién mit.

Hai chia khoa xe Ford Taurus, bién kiém soat California ZHG128.

Mot chia khoa phong ctia phong 146, nha nghi Cyprus Grove.

Mot chia khoa xe BMW530, bién kiém soat California DHY783, dang ky dudi tén Gregory S. Schaeffer, 20943 Hopkin Drive, Glendale, CA.
Mot vé giri xe tai bai dé xe dai han & LAX[1], phat hanh ngy ming murdi thang Sau.

[1. Mz viét tit ctia San bay Qudc té Los Angeles.]

Nhiéu hoa don thanh toan nha hang va siéu thi du loai.

Mot dién thoai di dong, Chi goi téi cac ) may dia phuong; James Chilton, cac nha hang,

Déu vét trén gidy, turong thich voi vét dat cat tim thiy tai cac dia diém cta nhimg cy thap tir trude.

Déu vét & mong tay khong két luan dugc.

Phong 146, nha nghi Cyprus Grove, dang ky duéi tén Greg Schaeffer.

Quan 4o va do vé sinh ca nhan cac loai.



Mot chai Diet Coke 1 lit.

Hai chai rugu vang Robert Mondavi Central Coast Chardonnay

D% an Trung Hoa con thira, ba in goi.

%) tap hda céc loai

M6t may tinh xach tay hiéu Toshiba va bd day ngudn (da chuyén cho Cuc Piéu tra California; xem ban danh sach tang vat).
Mot may in Hewlett - Packard DeskJet.

Mot hop dan Kkiéu 25 vién c& .38 Winchester loai dic biét, trong hop con 13 vién dan.

D0 van phong phim cac loai.

Bén in n$i dung Ban tin Chilton tir thing Ba nm nay cho t6i hién tai.

Khoang 500 trang tai liéu lién quan t6i Internet, blog, dudng dan RSS.

Nhirng d6 vat thudc s& hitu ctia Gregory Schaeffer tim thAy tai nha James Chilton.

Mot méy quay k¥ thuét s6 Sony.

Mot gia ba chan SteadyShot danh cho may quay.

Ba cép USB.

Mot cudn bang dinh hiu Home Depot.

Mdt khiu stng ngﬁn Smith & Wesson, ]z'ip 6 vién dan c& .38 loai dic biét.

Mot bang dan Fp 6 vién dan du phong nita.

Xe Ford Taurus cho thué ctia Hertz, bién kiém soét California ZHG128, du céch nha Chilton nira khdi nha.
Mot chai Vitamin Water vi cam, con déy mit nira.

Mét hop dong thué xe ctia Hertz, ghi tén nguoi thué 1 Gregory Schaeffer.

Gidy goi mot chiéc Big Mac ctia McDonald.

Mot ban dd hat Monterey, do Hertz cung cép, khong danh du dia diém ﬂ(ét qua phan tich héng ngoai am tinh).

Nam cdc ca phé rdng, hiéu 7-Eleven. Chi c6 van tay clia Schaeffer.

Dance doc ban danh sach hai lin. Co khong thé burc boi voi két qua lam viéc ctia doi Diéu tra Hién truong, Ching hoan toan chép nhan duoc. Song
khong hé cung cap bat cir manh moi nao ve dia diém Travis Brigham dang bi nhot. Hay noi thi thé cau thicu nién bi chon giau.

Do6i mit ¢ nhin ra ngoai khung ctra s0, dirng lai & chd niit thét phinh to, noi hai than cay doc lap dinh lam mjt, 1di sau do lai tiép tuc cudc hanh trinh
riéng r& huong lén bau troi.

Oi, Travis, Kathryn Dance cam than.

C6 khong thé kim duoc ¥ nghi ring minh da mét cdu ta.

Va cudi ciing, ciiing khong thé ngin duoc nhitng giot nurde miét tudn roi.

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Puong duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.
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Travis Brigham tinh gidc, tiéu vao c4i x0 dé canh girong va ria tay bang nude déng chai. Cau chinh lai soi xich ndi chiée cong dang khoa vao quanh ¢
chan minh véi mdt cai chot ndng dong trén tuong,

CAu lai mdt lan nita nghi t6i bo phim ngu ngde d6, Saw, trong phim ¢6 hai ngudi b xich vao mot birc tudng, giong nhur ciu lic ndy, va chi 6 thé dao
thoat bang cach cua cut chén cua chinh bon ho.

Céu udng mdt it Vitamin Water, an vai thanh granola va quay tré vé& véi cude diéu tra trong tdm tri minh. C6 hinh dung ra xem chuyén gi da xay dén, tai
sao cdu lai phai két thuc & cho nay.

Va ai la ké da gy ra chuyén khing khiép nay?

Cau thiéu nién nh lai hom trude, vé may nguoi canh sat hay déc vy da t6i nha cau. B& cau da cu xir khong ra lam sao, me céu chi blet khéc 16¢ thit yéu

dudi. Travis da vé iy b dong phuc, dit xe dap di t6i cho lam ¢ tiém banh. Cau dap xe mdt doan ngin vao trong vat rimg sau nha 10i chi don gian 1
khong chiu dung hon dugc nita. Cau ném xe dap d6 xudng, ngdi canh gbe cay sdi Ion va bét dau khoc dén run ngudi.

Thét vo vong! Tét ca moi ngudi déu cam ghét cau.

Trong lic ngdi chii miii dudi gde sdi, mdt dia diém wra thich ctia Travis - n6 nhic cAu nhé i mdt noi & Aetheria - cau nghe thiy tiéng chan sau lung
minh, budc di thit nhanh.

Trude khi kip quay vé phia tiéng dong, toan b tam nhin ciia Travis bién thinh mdt niu vang, it ca cac soi co trong co thé dong loat co lai, tir ¢b toi
dau ngon chan. Hoi tho ctia cdu bi cat ngang, 161 Travis ngat di. Va sau d6 cau tinh ddy ¢ ddy, dudi tang ham nay, véi mit con dau dau ami Aido da
tan cong cdu bang sting ban xung dién Taser, Travis bict vay. Cau da xem qua cach ching hoat dong trén YouTube.

Con hoang loan chi | phan (g nhét thoi. S& tim cAn thén - xudng doc theo phia trude quan, rdi ding sau - cAu nhdn ra khong ai lim gi minh - khong

phai theo cach d6. DAu vy n6 cang am cdu cam théy bt an hon. Xam hai tinh duc it nhét ciing con ¢6 vé hop 1. Nhung nhu thé ndy.... chi don gién b
bat cée, ri giam gitt & mdt noi nhur trong cau chuyén cua Stephen King u? Viée quai quy gi dang dién ra vay chu?

Lic nay, dang ngdi day trén chiéc giuong xep 1é tién luon rung ban bat mdi khi cu dong day. Travis nhin quanh nha t cua minh thém Jn nita, mOt gian
ting ham bén thiu. Noi ndy sic mii ammodc va dau. Cau thiéu nién nhin chd d6 an thire udng duge dé lai cho minh: Phan lon la khoai tay chién va banh
gion dong tii, ca nhitg hop banh Oscar Mayer - vi thit lon mudi hay i ty. Cting Red Bull, Vitamin Water va Coke dé ubng,

Mot con &c mdng. Moi thir trong cude doi cau subt thang nay déu 13 mjt con 4c mong khong thé chiu dung ndi.

Bit dau tir bira tiéc mimg t6:t nghiép ¢ ngdi nha ndm trén nhitng ngon doi phia bénkia Xa 16 1. Travis t61do chivi méy c6 bé ndi Caitlin hy vong cdu s&
c6 mat. Khong, dung 1a c6 ay thue sy nuon the! Vay 1a Travis da dap xe di sudt ca quing dudng do theo xa 19, ngang qua Cong vién Ticu bang
Garrapata.

RAi cau bude vao trong nha, dé sau d6 kinh hoang khi chi nhin thiy nhitng vi khich sanh diéu, chéng c6 ai &n miic xuénh xoang hay c6 bo dang game
thi. Mot dam dong kieu Miley Cyrus.

Va & hon thé, Caitlin nhin Travis nhu thé khong hé nhan ra cgu. Céc ¢d géi da bao cdu dén cudi ric rich, cing dam ban trai chéi chudt clia bon ho. Tt
ca nhirng nguoi khac déu nhin cdu cham chiim, tham ty hoi mdt g& qué mia nhu Travis Brigham dang lam gi & day.

Tét ca |a mdt min gii bay dé mang ciu ra m trd dua.

Mot dia nguc méic dich thye su.

Nhung cdu khong thé quay lai va bo chay. Khong doi nao. Cau bam try lai, xem qua dong dia CD chiic phai co dén ca triéu chlec ma gia chi s hitu,
thir xem qua vai kénh truyen hinh, &n nhitng mon db an thue sy rit tuyet. Cudi cing, budn rau va nguong ngdp, cau di dén quyét dinh da dén Iic phai
quay Ve Cu thiéu nién thim tyr hoi libu 6 qua giang durgc ai vao lic gan nira démnay hay khong. R&i Travis trong thiy Caitlin, say mem vi tequila, dang
phat cudng lén véi visc Mike D’ Angelo va Brit ra Ve ctng nhau. C6 1ong ngdng mo mém tim chia khéa trong khi im nham gi d6 vé chuyén s& dudi theo
hai nguoi kia va. .. vy ddy, c6 ta ciing khong biét rdi s& am gi.

Travis chot nghi: Hay lam nguoi hing, Cérp lay chia khoa, dura c6 4y vé nha an toan. C6 4y s& ching dé y dén chuyén ban khong chai chubt. C6 4y s&
khong quan tim dén khuon mét d6 bam day mun ctia ban.

Cb 4y s& biét & bén trong ban i ai.... C6 4y s& yéu ban.

Nhung Caitlin da ng01 ngay trudc tay 14i, céc ban ¢b ta chui vao ghé sau. Tt ca bon ho déu 13, “Ban gai, ban gai. ..” Travis khong thé budng xubi. Cau
chui ngay vao xe ngdi canh ¢6 bé, ¢d thuyét phuc co dimg l4i xe.

Arh hing....

Nhung Caitlin da lao vut di, phong xe xudng 16i ra r6i hoa vao ong duong Xa 16 1, tang 1 nhitng o1 nai ni ctia Travis dé cau lii xe.



“Um, lam on di, Caitlin, dirng lai!”

Nhung tham chi ¢6 bé ching budn nghe cau noi.

“Caitlin, thoi nao! Xin cu déy!”

Vasaudo...

Chiéc xe trat banh khoi long dudng. Tiéng kim loai va dap manh vio d4, tiéng la hét nghe chéi tai hon bat cir 4m thanh ndo Travis timg biét dén.
Ay vy nhung minh van phéi trd thanh gi anh hing niic dich.

“Caitlin, nghe 0i ndo. Cu c6 thé nghe t0i n6i chit? Haly noi voi ho t0i da ki xe. Toi da khong udng gi. Toi s& ni voi ho ti bi mit lai. S& khong c6 gi
nghiém trong dau. Néu ho nghi ciu da 1ai xe, céu s€ phai vao ti.”

“Trish, Van?... Tai sao ho khong néi gi ca?”

“Céu nghe thiy t6i n6i chir, Cait? Hay ngdi sang ghé hanh khach. Ngay lap tirc! Cém s& dén bt cir lic ndo. Toi da lai xe! Cau nghe toi néi chir?”
“Oi, chét tiét, chét tiét, chét tiét.”

“Caitlin!”

“Puge, duge. Cau da li xe. .. Of, Travis. Cam on cau!”

Va c6 bé dua hai canh tay quang quanh cu, am Travis c6 mdt cam gidc khong hé gidng bt cir didu gi cau timg trai qua.
C6 4y yéu minh, minh va ¢6 4y s& bén nhau!

Nhung chuyén d6 khong kéo dai lau.

Sau vy viée, hai ngudi ¢6 noi chuyén vai ln, da di udng ca phé ¢ Starbuck, an trra & Subway. Nhung chéing miy chdc, nhitng n ho bén nhau trd nén
guong gao. Caitlin thuong im ling va bat dau lang tranh nhin vé phia Travis. Cudi cting, c6 bé thoi khong tra 161 nhitng cudc goi cua cdu nita.

Tham chi Caitlin con tré' nén xa lnh hon cé true khi xay ra hanh dong tir té ctia Travis.

Con tiép theo, thir nhin xem diéu gi d xay ra. Tat ca moi ngudi & Ban dao Monterey - khong, tit ca moi nguoi trén thé gidi - bat dau cam ghét cau.
“Gh3t phai cho moi ngudi biét nhung [nguoi i xe] B mdt ké hoan toan quéi dan, mot tay tham hai. ..

Nhung ngay ca khi d6 Travis van khong tir bo hy vong. Budi t6i hom Tammy Foster bi tAn cong, hom thir Hai, cau da nghi v?; Caitlin va khong tai nao
ngu duoc, vay 1a cu téinha cd bé. BE xem liéu ¢6 c6 6n khong, dii chi yéu 1a vi y nghil, trong tri twéng tuong ctia ciu rang rat ¢6 the c6 dang ding cho
ngoai sn sau hay trudc ctra nha. Caitlin s€ gip céu va ndi, “Oi, Travis, minh xin 161 d8 xa cach nhu theé. Minh chi dang ¢6 vurot qua noi am anh vé Trish
va Van. Minh thuc sy yéu cau!”

Nhung ngdi nha t5i om. Cau thiéu nién danh dap xe quay vé dén nha lic hai gios sang,

Ngay homsau, canh sat xudt hién va hoi Travis cdu da & dau dém hom trude. Cu da n6i dbi theo ]Jén nang va ké minh c6 mit tai Game Shed. Tét nhién
canh sat da kham pha ra cau khong hé 6 do. Va gio day, chac chén ho dang nghi cau la ké dung dang sau vu tan cong Tammy.

Tét ca moi ngudi cam ghét minh. ..

Travis dang hoi turong lai viéc ban thén da tinh ddy & chd ndy sau khi bj bén bang stng phét xung dién. Mot nguoi dan dng cao to dimg nhin xubng ciu.
Ong ta [a ai? Bo cua mdt trong cac c6 gai da thiét mang sau vu tai nan chang?

Travis c6 héi. Song nguoi dan dng chi chi tay vao i x0 diing dé di vé sinh, thirc an va dd ubng. Dong thoi canh cdo, “Céc cong sur va t0i s& gidm sét
cau, Travis. Cau nén luon ludn gitt im Iing. Néu khdng. ..” ong ta gio ra trudec mit cau thieu nién mdt cai md han. “Hiéu chu?”

Vira khoc, Travis vira budt miéng, “Ong [ ai? Toi da am gi chu?”

Ngudi dan 6ng 4n phich dién clia md han vao 6 cam trén tudng,

“Khong! Toi xin 1. Toi s& im king! Toi xin hira!”

G rit phich dién mo han ra. Ri di kn cau thang. Cira tang him bj dong lai. Thém nhiéu tiéng budc chan nia, va cira trude dong sam lai. Mot chiée xe
hoi nd may. Thé 1 Travis bi bo lai mot minh.



Cau chi nhé 1o md vé nhimg ngay tiép theo, cang ngay cang chim ngip trong 4o giac hay nhitng gidc mo. D¢ xua dudi cam giac budn chan - va ca su
dién dai - Travis da choi DimensionQuest trong dau minh.

Con lic ndy, Travis tho' gip khi nghe thiy tiéng cira truée mo ra & phia trén dau.

Tiéng bude chan vang Ién rAm rép.

K¢é giam gilt cau da quay tro lai.

Travis 6m chit Iy minh, ¢ khong bat khoc. Im Eing. Anh ban biét ludt rdi . Hay nhd t6i khéu Taser. Hay nhé t6i cai md han.

Céu nhin ch.:ilm chim Ién trén - trén Vi cu, san voi ke bit coc - trong khi nguroi dan 6ng di khip noi trong toa nha. Nam phiit sau, cac bude chan bat
dau di chuyén thanh mdt quy hudt nhat dih. Travis cimg nguoi; cau biet &m thanh d6 ¢6 nghia 14 gi. Han dang xuong day. Va, phai, vai gidy sau 6 khda

cira tang him kéu lach cach. Tiéng budc chan vang lén trén cau thang cot ket, di xudng dudi.

Lic nay, Travis co ram nguoi lai trén giwrdng khi céu nhin thiy keé giam gitt minh t6i gan. Thudng nguoi dan dng xach theo mdt cai x6 khong va s& mang
cai x0 da day lén trén. Nhung hom nay han chi cam theo mdt tii giay.

Diéu nay lim Travis phat hoang, Bén trong d6 I céi gi vay?

Cai md han chang?

Hay thir gi @6 con kinh khiing hon?

Pimg bén canh c4u thiéu nién, hin chim chi quan sat Travis. “Cau cam thy thé nao?”
Nhur phan 4y, d6 chét tiét, theo iy thi ¢6 thé thé nao chi?

Nhung ciu ndi, “Toi 6n.”

“Cau thiy yéu?”

“T6idoan vay.”

“Nhung cau da an.”

Mot cai gat dau. Pimg €6 hoi vi sao hén lam chuyén ndy. Ban rét mudn, nhung dimg hoi. N6 ciing gidng nhur vét mudi ddt to nhét trén thé gioi. Ban
muon gii; nhung dung, Han s€ lay mo han ra.

“Cau c6 thé di dugc cha?”

“Toi doan vay.”

“T6t. Vitdi sa'ip cho cau mdt co hdi roi khoi day.”

“Roi khoi day? Véng, lam on! Toi mudn vé nha,” nurde mit trao ra trén grong mt Travis.
“Nhung cau can gianh Ky ti do ctia minh.”

“Gianh Iy n6? Toi s& m bat cir didu gi. .. La c4i gi?”

“Ding tra 16i qua nhanh,” nguoi dan 6ng n6i day u dm. “C6 thé cu s& chon khong lam.”
“Khong, t6i s&...”

“Suyt. Céu c6 thé chon khong lim diéu t6i sdp yéu cau. Nhung néu cau khong lam, cdu s& & lai dy cho t01 khi chét doi. Va s& con c6 nhitng hdu qua
khéc. B6 me va em trai cu ciing s& chét. Pang c6 mdt ngudi & bén ngoai ngdi nha ciia ho ngay lic nay.”

“Em trai t6i vin 6n chir?”” Travis hét hoang thi thim hoi.

“Van 6n. Trong lic ndy.”

“Pung lam hai ho! Ong khong thé lam hai ho!”

“T6i c6 thé lam hai bon ho va s& im thé. O, tin ti di, Travis. Toi s& lam thé.”

“Ong mudn t6i im chuyén gi?”’



Neudi dan 6ng quan sat cau cang chdm chii hon. “Téi mudn cau giét mdt nguoi”
Mot trd dla chic?

Nhung ké bét coc khong hé mim cudi.

“Y 6ng 14 sa0?” Travis thi thAm.

“Giét mot nguroi, gidng nhur trong trd choi cau van choi. DimensionQuest.”

“Tai sao?”

“Didu d6 khong quan trong, voi cau thi khong, Tét ca nhimg gi cau can biét | néu cau khong lim viée t6i dang yéu cau, cau s& phai chét doi & ddy, va
cdng su clia t6i s€ gict gia dinh cau. Pon gidn vay thoi. Gio 1a co hdi ctia cau. Co hay khong?”

“Nhung t6i khong biét cach dé giét ai d6.”

Ngudi dan 6ng cho tay vao trong tii gidy, Jy ra mdt khau sing luc gdi trong mdt cai bich nhura hiéu Baggie. Hin ném khiu sting xubng girong,

“Doi da! Day 1a sting ctia b t6i! Ong Ky né & dau?”

“Tir trong xe cua 6ngta.”

“Ong ndi gia dinh t6i van binh yén.”

“Ding thé, Travis. Toi khong lam gi 6ng ta. Toi danh cip khiu sing méy ngaty trude, trong khi gia dinh cau dang ngi. Cau c6 thé ban duoc nd chir?”
Travis gt dau. Thuc ra, cu chira bao gior bén mdt khau sing tht. Nhung ciu da choi céc trd bén sting tai cac trung tim trd choi. Va cu ciing xem
truycn hinh. Bat cir i timg xem bd phim truyén hinh The Wire hay The Sopranos déu bict du vé sting dé ¢6 the str dung duge mot khiu. Cau lim bam,
“Nhung néu t6i m didu ong mudn, ng s& giét toi. Va sau do 1 gia dinh t61.”

“Khong, t6i s& khong lam thé. S& tdt hon cho t6i néu cau con séng. Cau giét ngudi t6i mudn cau giét, ném khau sting xudng va chay. Hay di bt cir dau
caumuon. Sau d6 t6i s€ goi cho ban t6i, bao anh ta d€ yén cho gia dinh cau.”

C6 rat nhiéu diéu trong dé nghi nay nghe khong hop Iy chut ndo. Song tAm tri Travis da mu mam. Cu sg tra 1o ¢6, cdu so tra 10 khong,

Travis nghi t6i em trai minh. Roi t6i ba me. Va tham chi ca hinh anh 6ng bd dang mim cuoi ciing hién lén trong tdm tri cdu. Mim curdi khi ong nhin
Sammy, khong bao gio 1a véi Travis. Nhung dau sao d6 cling la mt ny cudi, va né giip Sammy cam thay hanh phic. Pay méi 1a di€u quan trong,

Travis, anh c6 mang keo vé cho em khong?
Travis Brigham gat nudc it va thi thAm, “Puroc rdi. Toi s& lam viee d6”.
Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Puong duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.
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Tham chi cho dit khdng c6 tac dong ctia m6n vang Chardonnay ding hoi qué d lic an trira, Donald Hawken van cam thiy lang lang,
Nhung 6ng khong quan tam.

Ong dtmg day khoi s6-pha, noi 6ng vira ngdi ciing Lily va 6m iy James Chilton, nguoi dang bude vao phong khach cin nha nghi ciia 6ng ta tai Hollister,
camtheo thém may chai vang trang nira.

Chilton d4p lai cir chi than thiét ctia nguoi ban, chi hoi thodng to ra ling ting, Lily ry la chdng ¢, “Donald.”

“Xin 101, xin 161, xin 161, Hawken bét cudi. “Nhung anh khong dimg duoc. Con 4c mong da két thic. Chia oi, nhitng gi vo chong anh da phai trai qua

“Nhiing gi tat ca ching ta da phai trai qua,” Chilton noi.

Céu chuyén vé ké sat nhan tAm thin da c6 mt trén khip cac ban tin. Hoa ra Sat Tha Mt Na khong phai 1 cau thiéu nién, nm trén thye té lai | mot gi
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dién tim cach tré tht mdt bai phong sy Chilton da dua Ién ban tin ctia 6ng vai ndm truée.
“Hén thue sy dinh bin anh trude mdy quay 427
Chilton nhurdng mot bén may lén.

“Lay Chia long lanh,” Lily thot Ién, trong tai nhot - va lam Hawken khong khoi ngac nhién, vi ¢ la mot nguoi von luon tir nhan minh theo thuyét bat kha
tri. Song Lily, ciing gidng nhur chdng cd, ciing d4 nga nga say.

“Toi thiy &i ngai cho cau thiéu nién do,” Hawken néi. “Cau dy la mot nan nhan vo t9i. C6 18 i nan nhan dang thurong nhat.”
“Anh c¢6 nghi cau 4y con song khong?” Lily ban khoan.
“T6i ngd Eim,” Chilton u amn6i. “Schaeffer hén phai giét cau ta roi. Khong dé lai dau vét. Toi thiy that dau khd vé chuyén nay.”

Hawken liy im mimg vi ong da tir chdi dé nghi - a phai, ttr phia ¢6 déc vu Dance d6, nghe n6 gan nhur | mjt ménh knh - yéu cu 6ng quay lai San
Diego. Khong doi nao. Ong nhé lai nhitng ngdy day phien nudn khi Sarah qua doi va James Chilton da ¢ canh bén 6ng.

D6 chinh 1 nhitng gi mbt ngudi ban can m

Pha v khong khi niing né dang budng xudng, Lily n6i, “T6i c6 y ndy. Ching ta hdy 1én ké hoach di picnic ngdy mai. Pat va t6i ¢6 thé ndu an.”
“Hay lam,” Chilton ting ho. “Chiing ta déu biét khu cong vién tuyét dep gan day.”

Nhung Hawken van chua thoi budn phién. Ong nang ly Sotronga-Cutrer{ 1] ctia minh lén. “Vi ban be.”

[1. Tén mot loai rrou vang san xuét & California, M§.]

“Vibanbe.”

Ho cing nhép ruou. Lily, khudn it xinh dep duoc ton Ién gitta nhitng lon toc vang lwon séng, hoi, “Khi ndo ho t6i ddy? Pat va cac con anh 4y?”
Chilton nhin ddng hd deo tay. “C6 4y vira di mudi im phit trude. C6 Ay s& t6i trai hé dén bon tré. Sau d6 t6i ddy. S& khong lau nita dau.”

Hawken ¢6 vé thich thi. Gia dinh Chilton song ke bén mdt trong nhing dai bos bién dep nhét thé giéi. Thé nhung vé nha nghi ho lai chon mot noi qué mia
cti k¥ nam trén d6i cach bo bién dén bon muroi Im phut chay xe, nhitng ngon déi day bui va dat ndu. Nhung dia diémnay diing 1a tinh lang, binh yén.

Y ningunos turistas[2]. Mot cam giac nhe nhdm néu so véi Carmel vio mia hé, chét nich nhimg du khach la mit tir noi khac dén.

[2. Khong c6 du khach ndo. ]

“Pugc,” Hawken tuyén b. “Toi khong thé doi liu hon niva.”

“Khong thé doi?”” Chilton hoi, trén khudn méit né mdt nu cuoi ngd nging,

“Thir t61 d& no6i voi anh 1a t6i mang toL.”

“A, birc tranh 4?2 Qué thye, Don. Anh khong can phai im thé.”

“Day khong phai 1 ‘can’. D6 | mdt viée t6i mudn Bm.”

Hawken di vao phong ngii danh cho khach, noi 6ng va Lily & va quay tr6 ra mang theo mot bire v& nho, mot birc tranh & 4n trong v& mdt con thién nga
méiu xanh trén mdt nén xanh thAm hon. Nguoi vo qua ¢ ciia 6ng, Sarah, da mua n6 ¢ San Diego hay La Jolla. Mot ngay no, trong khi Jim Chilton dang

& Nam California gitp 6ng sau cai chét ctia vo, Hawken bt gip ban minh dimg nhin birc tranh chiim cha ddy ngudng md.

Hawken da quyét dinh ngay khoanh khéic d6 I dén mdt ngay ong s& tang birc tranh cho ngwdi ban dé bay t6 long biét on nhing @i Chilton da lm trong
quang thoi gian khing khiép 4y.

Gid dy, ca ba dang nhin chim chi vao con thién nga cét canh bay 1én khoi mit nurde.
“Pep qua,” Chilton ndi. Ong ta dé bure tranh 1én bé 1 swdi. “Cam on hai ngwoi.”

Hawken, Iic ny da trd nén say hon sau khi ung thém nira ly ruou vang, dang gio ly 1n dinh chic mimg thi ¢6 tiéng cira ra vao kéu cot ket phia dudi
bép.

“0,” ong nay mim cudi néi. “C6 phéi a Pat khong?”

Nhung Chilton lai cau méy. “C6 dy khong thé t6i ddy nhanh vay dugc.”



“Nhung t6i nghe thiy gi d6. Anh c6 nghe thiy khong?”

Ngudi chi blog gat dau. “Co, i ¢6 nghe thiy.”

Pura niit nhin ra phia cira, Lily n6i, “C6 ai 6 ngoai kia. Toi dam chéc I vAy.” Ngudi phu nit cau may. “Toi nghe thiy tiéng bude chan.”
“C6 thé...” Chilton bt dAu Ién tiéng,

Nhung cau néi ctia ong ta bi cit ngang khi Lily kéu thét én. Hawken quay vut lai, budng ly rrou vang trén tay im no roi xudng v tan trong tiéng kéu
chat chiia.

M6t cau trai sdp hét tudi vi thanh nién, mit day myn trimg c4, dimg 1 I trén ngudng ctra. Cau ta nhur da hoa da, dang chop mét nhin quanh nhu thé mét
phuong hudng. Trén tay céu ta la mot khau sting ngin. Chét tiét, Hawken nghi thAm, ho da khong khoa cira sau lai khi tdi noi. Tén nhéc da lin mo vao
trong dé danh cudp.

Pém bing dang trdm cudp. Chéc chén L thé.

“Céu mudn gi?”” Hawken thi thAm. “Tién 42 Ching ti s& dura c4u tién!”

Cau thiéu nién tiép tuc nghiéng nghiéng nhin. P61 mét cau ta chim chidm hudng vé Jim Chilton va nheo lai.

Thé 1di Donald Hawken kéu Ién thang tht, “D6 I cau nhéc trén blog! Travis Brigham!” Gay gb xanh xao hon so voi nhing birc hinh trén tivi. Nhung
khong con nghi ngd gi nita. Cau ta chua chét. Tat ca chuyén nay Ia the nao? Nhung co mdt diu 6ng da hiu: Cau ta toi day dé ban ngudi ban Jim
Chilton ctia 6ng,

Lily ném Iy canh tay chong c6.

“Khong! Dirng lam hai dng Ay, Travis,” Hawken kéu én va cam théy bj thoi thic mudn lao kn démg chéin truéc Chilton dé béo vé ong ta. C6 diéu nguoi
vo dang ghi chat lam 6ng khong thé hanh dong,

Céu thiéu nién budc mdt bude lai gan Chilton, chép chop miét, rdi chuyén 4nh nhin sang huréng khac - vé& phia Hawken va Lily. C4u ta hoi bang giong
yéu 6t, “Ho I nhitng ngwdi ong mubn toi giét?”

Y thing nhoc 1 sao vay?
Va James Chilton thi thAm, “DXing thé, Travis. Hay thuc hién didu cau da dong y. Ban di”

sk

Nheo grﬁt Vi anh sang gay git lam me'it céu x6t nhur xat m161, Travis Brigham nhin chim cham vé phia cap vo chdng - nhitng nguoi ma ké bt gitr cau da
cho biét, nira tieng trude dudi tang ham, ciu can phai giét: Donald va Lily. Ke bat coc da giai thich rang khong lu nita ho s& t6i va c6 mit tai tang trét -
trong can nha nay, chinh noi cau da bi giam dudi tang ham trong ba hay bon ngay vira qua.

Travis khong hiéu vi sao ké bét coc cau mudn ho phéi chét. Song chuyén d6 khong quan trong, Piéu duy nhét can thiét lic ndy 1a giir cho gia dinh cau
duoc sdng

Travis, anh c¢6 mang keo vé cho em khong?

Céu gio sting lén, ngim vé phia ho.

Trong khi d6i vo chong liing bing nhitng 16i hiu nhur Travis khong hé nghe thay, cau co ging giit khau siing khong dao dong. Viéc ndy budc céu phai nd
lyc hét strc. Sau iy ngay bi xich vao mit céi giwong, giv day Travis cam thy minh yéu 6t nhur mot con sén. Tham chi bude n cau thang ciing B mot
0 Iye cue d6. Khéu sing khong ngimg chao déo.

“Khong, lam on dumg!” ai d6 kéu lén, ngudi dan 6ng hoac nguoi phu ni. Travis khong thé bié~t chic. Cau dang bdi rdi, mit phwong hudng vi thir anh
sang choi 6. N6 lam mat ciu nhire nhoi. Travis chia sing vé phia d6i vo chong, nhung céu van khong ngimg tw hoi: Ho 1a ai, Donald va Lily? Dudi tang
ham, nguoi dan 6ng da ndi, “Hay nhin vao ho nhur nhitng nhdn vt trong trd choi cdu van choi. DimensionQuest. Donald va Lily chi 1a nhirng nhan vat,
khong hon khong kém.”

Nhung hai con nguoi dang nirc nd trude mit cau khong phai I3 nhitng nhan vat do. Ho 1a nguoi that.

Va dudng nhur ho i ban ctia ké bt coc cau - it nhit i trong suy nghi ciia ho. “Chuyén gi dang dién ra vAy? Lam on, dimg hai ching t6i, Lily Ién tiéng.
“James, lamon!”

Nhung nguoi dan ong - ¢6 vé 6ng ta tén 1 James - chi tiép tuc hudng doi mét ctia ong ta, doi miét that binh than, vé phia Travis. “Lam di. Ban!”

“James, khong! Anh dang n6i gi vay?”’



Travis giir vitng khiu stng, chia n6 vio Donald. Cau ta gat chdt an toan ra sau.

Lily kéu thét len.

Thé rdi mt su v I& 16e Ién trong tam tri Travis.

James?

Cau nhéc trén blog,

Nhitng Cay thap tu ven dudng,

Travis chop mt, “Tames Chilton?”” Chéing 18 déy [ ong ta?

“Travis,” ké bt coc nghiém giong ndi, bude tdi dimg sau lung cau thiéu nién, rat mot khiu sting nita tir t0i quin sau ra. Y chia sing vao dau Travis.
“Lam di. Tao d4 bao may khong duoc n6i gi hét, khong dugc hoi gi hét. Ban dil”

Travis hoi Donald, “Ong ta i James Chilton phéi khong?”

“Phai,” ngudi dan 6ng thi tham.

Chuyén quai quy gi dang dién ra & day vay, Travis tu hoi?

Chilton gf khAu sting manh hon vao sét so Travis. N6 1am cau thdy dau. “Lamdi. Lim ngay, khong may s& chét. Va ca gia dinh may ciing s& chét.”
Cu thiéu nién ha sting xubng, Lic dau. “Ong chiing c6 ngudi ban ndo & nha t6i ca. Ong da néi ddi toi. Ong lam chuyén ndy mdt minh.”

“Néu may khong ban, tao s& giét may, sau d6 tdi nha miy va giét ho. Tao thé s& am thé.”

Hawken kéu én, “Jim! Chéng &.... vi Chiia, chuyén nay i gi vay?”

Lily khoc ¢ am1i.

Gios thi Travis Brigham da hicu. Di ¢6 bén hai ngudi kia hay khong, cdu vén cam chac céi chét. Gia dinh cau s& 6n ca: Chilton khong quan tim gi dén ho.
Nhung cdu s& chét. Mot tiéng cuoi kheé vang Ién tir ¢ hong cau thiéu nién. Travis cdm thay nhiing giot nude it trao ra lam xot thém déi mat von da
cay s¢ vi anh sang,

Céu nghi t6i Caitlin, t6i d6i mét va nu cudi tuyét dep ciia ¢d bé.

Nghi t6i me cau.

Nghi téi Sammy.

Va vé tt ca nhimg diéu kinh khing ngudi ta d4 n6i vé cau trén blog,

Thé nhung cdu da ching hé 1am gi sai. Cude doi cau ching c6 gi ngodi ¢b ging hoc hanh tir t& nhét co thé & trudng, choi mdt trd choi gitip cau cam thiy
hanh phtic, danh chut thoi gian bén em trai va trdng nom cdu bé, gap g& mot cd gii khong ban tim t6i viée cau I mot anh chang nhat nh&o voi khubn mat
dAy trimg c4. Trong doi minh, Travis chua bao gid m ton thirong bt cir ai mdt cach ¢6 chiy, chua bao gid viét mdt 10 binh luin x4u xa vé nhimg
nguoi khac.

Vay mi cé thé giéi ta vao cong kich cau.

Ai thém ban tim néu cdu giét chinh minh chir?

Chéing ai c4.

Vay | Travis im diéu duy nhét cau c6 thé. Cau gio khiu sting 1én chia vao cim ctia chinh minh.

Hay nhin vao gi tham hai ndy, cudc doi hén la mot THAT BAI khong 10!!!

Ngon tay Travis gap lai quanh co sting. Cau bét dau siét co.

Tiéng nd 1on vang Ién choi tai Iong 6c. Cac khung cira s6 rung chuyén, 1an khoi cay sé bao trim ciin phong, va mdt con méo bang str mong manh roi tir
bé 10 suoi xudng vd tan trén san thanh hang chuc manh.

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong dugce tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 43

Chiéc xe ciia Kathryn Dance 1& vio con duong dat dai dan t6i ngdi nha nghi ctia James Chilton & Hollister.
C6 dang suy nghi lai viéc truée d6 minh da nham An nghiém trong dén thé ndo.

Greg Schaeffer khong phai [ tén sat thi voi cay thdp tu ven duong,

Tét ca nhitng ngudi khac cting da bj danh lac hudéng, nhung Dance khong cam thiy chit an vi ndo tir chuyén nay. C6 da hai long gia thiét ring Schaeffer
chinh i th pham va y da giét Travis Brigham. Khi héin da chét, s& khong c6 thém vu tn cong ndo nita.

Sai biét bao. ..

bién thoai cia ¢6 reo lén. C6 tur hoiai & de‘ftu day kia, song quyét dinh 6t nhdt khong nén xem danh tinh nguoi goi trong lic dang li xe trén con dudng
ngoan ngoo nhu ran hron véi nhitng bd doc & ¢ hai bén.

Thém nam nuroi yard nita.

C5 nhin thiy ngbi nha phia trre minh, mot ngbi nha kiéu trang trai cfi xap x¢ rat hop canh dé toa lac tai Kansas r}éu khong ¢ nhitng qua di bao quanh.
Khu dat trong that ban tth nhéch nhac, day nhitng vat ¢d khong dugce chaim ch, nhirng canh cay gy xam xit chat thanh u nhitng manh viron bi bo méc
cho cay dai moc. C6 han da nghi James Chilton phai cd6 mdt ngdi nha nghi tir t& hon, néu tinh téi khoan thira ké tir dng bo vo cling nhur ngdi nha dep ctia
ong ta & Carmel.

Ngay ca dudi anh mt trdi noi ny van tran ngép mdt vé ky quéi.

Nhung it nhién, cam giac ¢6 duoc da phan vi Dance biét chuyén gi da xay ra bén trong noi do.

Lam sao minh c¢6 thé nhin nhan moi thir sai Am dén thé chir?

Con dudng thang lai, va ¢6 tiép tuc chay xe di. C6 cAm dién thoai Ién va nhin mén hinh. Jonathan Boling da goi. Nhung tin hi¢u bao tin nhéin khong hién.
C6 do du dinh bam vao “Cudc goi cudi ciing nhan durgc”. Nhung thay vao d6 lai bam nit goi nhanh cho Michael O’Neil. Sau bon Ian d6 chudng, cude
goi roi vao hop thur thoai.

C6 thé anh Ay dang ban véi vu 4n kia.

Hoic ciing ¢6 thé dang néi chuyén véi vo, Anne.

Dance ném dién thoai sang ghé bén canh.

Trong lic 14 lai gan ngdi nha, Dance dém dugc sau chiéc xe canh sat. Va ca hai xe cap ctru.

Cénh sat truong hat San Benito, nguoi c6 van thuong xuyén hop tac lam viéc, trong thdy Dance v ra hiéu bao c6 14i Ién trén. Vai nhan vién canh sat
dung tranh sang bén. C6 bang qua bai cd moc 1dm chom khong déu téi chd ngudi canh sét trudng dang dung,

Dance thiy Travis Brigham dang niim trén mot ci bang ca ctru thuong, khuon mit bi che kin,

Dance gat can s i ra ngoai, hdi ha budc vé phia cau thiéu nién. Co dé y thiy doi ban chén trn ctia cau c6 nhitng vét sung tdy quanh ¢6 chan, lan da
xanh xao.

“Travis,” ¢6 thi thAm
Cau ta giat minh, nhu thé ¢6 da danh thirc cau day tir mdt gidc ngu sau.

Céu thiéu nién nhdc cai khiin 4m va bich d4 churdm khoi khudn it bim tim ctia minh. Travis chép mit nhin ¢6 cham chi. “A, &, ddc vu... em tm,
khong nho tén chi.”

“Dance.”
“Em xin 16i,” cau thiéu nién c6 vé ngwong ngling vi sir yéu kém trong giao tiép xa hoi ctia minh.

“Khdng sao ca,” Kathryn Dance 6m léy cAu thit chat.



Cau bé s€ 0n ca, nguoi nhin vién y t& cho hay.

Vét thrrong nghiém trong ctia ciu ta sau cudc thir thach - ky thue ciing 1 vét thurong nghiém trong duy nhét - do bi dép tran vao bé 1o suéi trong phong
khach ngdi nha nghi ctia Chilton khi d61 SWAT[ 1] ctia hat San Benito d6t kich vao.

[1. Special Weapon And Tactics (Do Chién thut va Vii khi dac biét). Pon vi trong hc Iwong canh sat chuyén thuc hién cac nhiém vu can thiép khan
cap, nguy hiém khi d&i ph6 véi toi pham co v trang ]

Pon vi ndy dang tién hanh gidm st ngam - trong lic doi Dance t¢i - khi ngudi doi truong nhin qua cira s0 trong thiy cau thiéu nién cam sing budc vao
phong khach. James Chilton cling it ra mdt khau stung. Vi Iy do nao do, tiép dén c6 vé nhu Travis dinh tu sat.

Ngudi doi truéng ra knh cho lue luong ctia minh tAn c6ng. Ho ném Iyru dan hoi cay vao trong phong, nhirng qua hru dan 1nd voi nhitng tiéng dinh tai, hat
Chilton ngii vét xubng san con cau thiéu nién b tho1 bay vao bé 10 suéi. Cac nhén vién canh sat hbi ha lao t6i bua vay, tuée v khi cia ca hai nguoi. Ho
cong tay Chilton lai, giai y ra ngoai, sau d6 ho tong Donald Hawken va vo dng ndy t6i noi an toan va dua Travis dén chd nhén vién y té.

“Chilton dau?” Dance hoi.

“Hén & dang kia,” ngurdi canh sat truong ndi, hit ham vé phia mot chiéc xe ctia canh sat hat, noi 6ng chii blog dang ngdi, tay bi cong, dau cti gim

C6 & tinh dén y sau.

Dance dura mét vé phia chiéc Nissan Quest ctia Chilton. Cira bén va cira sau xe déu dang mo, doi Diéu tra Hién trudng da Iy nhing thir bén trong ra:
Béng chiry hon ca a cdy thap tu cudi cing va mjt b6 hoa hong do - gio da nga (a sang mau ndu. Chilton han da 1én ke hoach d¢ ching lai gin noi nay
sau khi'y da gict hai vo chong Hawken. Xe dap ctia Travis cting duoc dung gan ctra sau xe. Trong mot tli nilon trong subt dung tang vat 1a chiéc 4o ni
¢6 mil trim dau mau xam Chilton d3 1ay cap va mac dé mao danh cau thicu nién, dong thoi thao sgi vai ra bo lai noi hién truong.

Dance hoi nhn vién y té, “Ong ba Hawken thi sao? Ho thé nio?”

“Choéng vang, nhur ¢d ciing ¢6 thé hinh dung, hoi bi sdy sat vi bi va dép vao dd dac khi ching t6i xong vao. Nhung ho s& 6n thoi. Ho dang & ngoai hién

“Emkhong sao chir?”” Dance hdi Travis.
“Emdoan vay,” cau ta tra 101,

C0 chot nhén ra cAu hoi cta minh tht ngd ngin biét chimg nio. Tat nhién | cdu nhoc khong thé khong sao. Travis da b James Chilton bit coc v b ép
phai sat hai Donald Hawken cting vg ng dy.

Co6 vé thay vi thyc hién diéu 40, Travis d4 lua chon céi chét.

“B me em sz“ip dén 01, ¢o n6i véi cau thiéu nién.

“That a?” cau bé c6 vé dé dat trurde tin nhan duoc.

“Ho that su rét lo léng cho em.”

Travis git déu, nhung Dance van doc dugc vé hoai nghi trén khudn mit cau thiéu nién.

“Me em da khoc, ba Ay rat mimg khi chi béo tin.”

Prng thé. Dance khong 16 phén tmg ctia dng bd ra sao.

Mot nhan vién canh sat mang db udng nhe dén cho cau thiéu nién.

“Camon anh,” Travis ubng Coke tg we. Trong nhitng ngdy bi giam gitr, strc khoe cta ciu cling khong bi anh hirong qua nghiém trong. Mot nhan vién y
t& da xem qua vét trdy xudc rém méu dudi chan cau; chi cin dleu tri bang bing bo va kem bi chira khéng sinh. Dance nhan ra vét thuong 1 do cong co
xat vao. Cam thy mdt con gian s6i suc trong nguoi. C6 dua nnt vé phia Chilton, lic d6 dang duwoc 4p gidi tir xe ctia canh sat hat San Benito sang chiéc

xé cong vu ctia hat Monterey, nhung 6ng ta van ctii gim mt xubng,

“Em choi mdn thé thao nao?” vién canh sat da mang Coke t6i hoi cau thiéu nién, ¢ goi chuyén dé Travis cam thdy thoai mai.

“Um, em choi game, chi yéu 1a thé.”

“P chinh | diéu anh mudn hoi ddy,” vién canh sat tré toc ¢t cua n6i, coi cau tra i ch pha B két qua tir viée cAu bé tam thoi bi mét thinh Iy do hiu
qua cua lyu dan cay. Anh ta hdi lon tiéng hon, “Mon ua thich ctia em I3 gi? Tuc cau, bong da hay bong r6?”



Cu thiéu nién chép mit nhin ngudi dan ng tré mic db canh phuc mau xanh. “Véng, em c6 choi ca miy mdn d6.”
“Clr im”

Ngudi canh sat khong hé hiéu cac dung cu thé thao & ddy chi i mot thiét bi Wii hay thiét bi choi game, con diu trrdng 3 mdt mén hinh 6 duong chéo
dai muroi tam inch.

“Nhung bt dau tir tir thoi. Anh ¢4 13 co ctia em di bi teo. Hay tim mot hudn luyén vién.”
“Vanga.”

Chiéc Nissap cii tan ta, nude son dd mo xin dang chat V@t leo Ién con duong d4t. No dung lai, va 6ng ba Brigham xuéng khoi xe. Sonia, khudn miit dAm
dia nudc mat, loang choang bude di trén mét co t6i 6m lay con trai ba that chat.

“Me-”

Ca 6ng b cu ta ciing lai gin. Ong ndy dimg lai bén hai me con, khong mim cuoi, nhin c4u thiéu nién tir dau dén chan. “Con gy va xanh qué, con hiéu y
bo ndi gi chr? Con c6 bi dau & dau khong?”

“Cau dy s& 6n thoi,” nguoi nhan vién y t& noi.

“Sammy thé n30?” Travis hoi.

“Emdang ¢ nha 6ng ba,” Sonia ndi. “No lam toang Ién, nhung khong sao ca.”

“Co da tim thiy no, da ctru séng no,” dng bd, van khong mim cudi, quay sang néi véi Dance.
“Tét ca chiing t6i d lam duoc didu d6, phai.”

“Hén nhdt con & dudi kia, dudi ting hdm ding khong?”” ong hoi con trai,

Céu ta gat dAu, khong nhin ai trong hai ngudi. “Ciing khong kinh khing im. Nhung rét lanh.”
Me Travis noi, “Caitlin da ndi cho moi ngudi nhiing gi da xdy ra.”

“Co ay da amthé?”

Nhur thé khong kiém ché duge ban than, ong bd im bam, “Dang ra con khong nén nhan i cho. ..”
“Suyt,” ba me nghiém khéc ngit 1oi. Ong b cau may, nhung im bit.

“Chuyén gi s& dén véi co 4y?” Travis hoi. “Véi Caitlin ay?”

Me cau n6i, “D6 khong phai la mdi ban tam ciia ching ta. Bay gio' ching ta khong can phai lo Eing vé diéu d6.” Ba nhin sang Dance. “Chung ti ¢6 thé
ve nha chir? Cur thé nay vé nha c6 dugc khong?”

“Ching ta s& im ban 16i khai sau. Khong can phai ngay bay gio.”

“Cam on chy,” Travis ndi voi Dance.

B4 céu ciing cam on va bit tay co.

“Nay, Travis. Cam ly,” Dance dira cho c4u ta mdt méanh gidy.
“Caigidaya?”

“Tur mHt nguol mudn em goi dién cho cau éy.”

“Aithé a?”

“Jason Kepler.”

“Aivay nhi?... A, Stryker phai khong a?” Travis chop mit. “Chi biét cau dy.”
“Cau 4y da di tim khi em miét tich. C4u 4y d4 gitip bon chi tim thiy em.”

“That thé a?”



EL)

“Dring thé. Cau Ay nbi cac em chira bao iy gip mit nhau.
“Um, ngoai doi thi chua.”

“Hai em chi séng cach nhau ¢6 nim dam.”

“Thé a?”” c4u thiéu nién né mdt ny curdi ngac nhién.

“Cau ta mudn thinh thoang gap em.”

Travis gt dau voi mot thai do ky la trén khuon nit, nhu thé y trdng gip mdt nguoi ban trong thé gidi 4o ngoai thé gidi thue qua that ki mot diéu vo cing
la ing.

“Vé& nha thoi, con yéu,” ba me ndi. “Me s& chudn bi mot bita tdi diic biét. Sammy dang rit nong long dwoc gap lai con.”

Sonia va Bob Brigham cting con trai ho quay tr& lai chlec xe. Canh tay 6ng bd gio én 6m 1qua vai cgu con trai. Trong gidy lat. R lai budng xudng,
Kathryn Dance ghi nhn mot cb ging dé thiét 1ap mdi lién ket C6 khong tin vao sur ctru i i dén tir than thanh, ma tin vao quan diém cho rang nhitng con
ngudi tran thé khon kho ching ta hoan toan ¢6 thé tu ctru ri chinh minh, néu hoan canh va chiéu huong 0 Ire I t6t dep. Bang chimg vé néng luc 4y co
thé tim thAy trong timg ctr chi nhd nhét nhét, nhu mdt ban tay to dé dat dat 1én mdt b vai xurong xAu.

Nhitng ctr chi luon chin that hon 161 néi.

“Travis?” ¢0 goi.

Cau bé quay lai.

“C6 thé Iic ndo do chi s& gip laiem... & Aetheria.”

Travis gitr canh tay ngang tru6c ngue, 1ong ban tay huwdng ra ngoai, ctr chi ¢6 doan la mot 16i chao gilta cc cu dan trong thé gi6i ciia cau. Kathryn
Dance c0 kim minh d€ khong dap lai turong tur.

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong dugce tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 44

Dance bang qua san t6i chd Donald va Lily Hawken, doi gidy hiéu Aldo ctia c6 dinh dy bui dit va manh ciy vun. Nhitng con chiu chdu tanh tich nhay
lén khi c6 budce di

Cip vo chong ngéi trén béc tam cap trude clra ngdi nha nghi ctia Chilton. Khuoén méit Hawken hén 1o vé dau khd. Hanh dong phén tric ciia ngudi ban
da 1am 6ng bi chan dong sau sac.

“Jim da lam chuyén ndy sao?” 6ng thi thAm
“Toie la vay.”
MOt ¥ nghii nira khién ng ring minh. “Chuia oi, néu Iii tré ciing c6 mit ¢ ddy thi s& ra sao? Khong & anh ta ciing. . .?”” 6ng khong thé hoan tit cau ndi.

NglIO‘l vo nhin chdm chiim ra khoénh san bui bam, dua tay lau md hdi trén tran. Hollister ndm cach xa bo bién, khong khi miia he, bi giam lai giira cac
qua doi, da ndng 1én dir doi vao lic gitra ngay.

Dance 16i, “Thie ra, day 1 lan thir hai y tim cach giét ong.”

“Lan thir hai?” Lily thi thAm. “Y ¢6 1 c4 & chd ngdi nha nita? Khi ching t6i dang do d6 hém trude?”

“Diing thé. Lan d6 ciing 1a Chilton, mic mdt chiéc 40 ¢6 mil trim dAu cta Travis.”

“Nhung. ... anh ta mit tri i hay sa0?”” Hawken sitng s& hoi, khong hiéu ndi. “Sao anh ta lai muén giét ching 612

Dance da hoc duoc ring, trong cong viée cua ¢o, ¢b ging nhe nhang s& ching dem lai loi ich gi. “T6i khong thé néi hoan toan chiic chéin, nhung t6i nghi
James Chilton da sat hai nguroi vo dau ctia 6ng,”
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Mot tiéng kéu thang thdt dau dén. Mot doi mét md to simg sor kinh ngac. “Céi gi?”

Pén Iuot Lily ngéng dAu Ién quay sang Dance. “Nhung chi Ay mét trong mdt vu tai nan. Khi dang boi gin La Jolla.”

“T6i dang tim hiéu thém chi tiét tir San Diego va Iuc lwrong Béo vé bd bién dé xac minh chéc chéin. Nhung nhiéu kha niing 1 t6i ding ”
“Anh ta khong thé Am thé. Sarah va Jim rét...” 16i noi ctia Hawken tan bién di.

“Thén thiét phai khong?” Dance hoi.

Ong ta dang lic dau. “Khong, Khong thé c6 chuyén d6.” Nhung r6i Hawken bat ra gian dir, “Cé phai c6 dang mudn n6i hai ngudi ho timg ¢ quan hé
voi nhau?”

Sau mot khoang im Iing, c6 tir t6n, “Phai, toi nghi vay. Toi s& c¢d duge mot vai béng chirng sau rrﬁy ngay t6i. Thong tin vé di lai. Céc cude dién thoai.”
Lily khoc canh tay quanh vai chong 6. “Anh,” ¢6 thi thim

Hawken n6i, “T6i nhé hai ngudi ho luon tat thich sur c6 mit cta nhau khi ching t6i di choi da ngoai. Va véi toi, Saral} 12 mdt thach thire. To1 ludn phai di
vang. C6 khi hai, ba ngay mot tuan. Khong nhicu lim Nhung thinh thoang Sarah n6i t61 dang sao ling c6 dy. Mot kieu dua bon - 61 khong hé dé tim
deén n6 mot cach nghiém tlic. Song c6 the cb ay thuc sur c6 y do, va Jimda bude vao dé lap day khoang trong, Sarah ludn rat doi hoi”

Giong ctia Hawken cho phép Dance doan déng ra tir cubi ciing trong cau phai két thiic bang “trén giudng”

C6 n6i thém, “To6i doan Sarah mudn Chilton rdi bo Patrizia va cudi co dy.”

Mot tiéng cudi cay déng. “Va anh ta tir chdi?”

Dance nhiin vai. “D6 1a nhitng gi toi suy doan.”

Hawken ngAm nghi vé kha niing d6. Ong n6i thém véi giong trong rdng, “N6i khong véi Sarah khong phai 1 hanh dong khon ngoan.”

“T6i da nghi vé thoi dlemnn gia dinh 6ng chuyen ti San Diego chimg ba nidm trude. Ciing vao khoang thoi gian do bé Patrizia qua doi, ba 4y duoc
thira ké kha nhiéu tién, ddng nghiia Chilton ¢ thé tiép tuc viét blog ctia y - lic bay goy bt dau lam viée toan thoi gian voino. Toingti'y da Il’BIlh nha 16i
suy nghi minh dang thyc thi mdt nhiém vu dé ctru van thé gioi. Tién cta Patrizia ¢ thé cho phép y Bmdiéu d6. Vay 1 y cit dirt véi vo ong.”

Hawken hoi, “Va Sarah de doa s€ n6i ra moi chuyén néuanh ta khong roi bd Pat?”

“Toi nghi ¢ 4y dinh cong bd rong rii rang James Chilton, giong néi dao dirc ctia dat nue, da dan diu v6i vo ngudi ban than nhét ctia minh.”

Dance tin rang Chilton d n6i déi Sarah, dong y tién hanh ly hon, roi t6i gip ngudi phy nir & San Diego. C6 ta hiin da hinh dung d& nghi cta y | chuyén
di picnic ]ﬁr]g man & mot khu bd bién vang vé gan La Jolla. Mot tua boi 16i tai khu bao ton bo bién xinh dep toa lac ngay d6. Roi tai nan xay dén - mot cii
danh vao dau. Hodc cd thé y da dim ngudi phu nit dudi nude.

“Nhung sao anh ta lai dinh giét ching t6i?”” Lily hoi, dong thoi dua niit nhin vé phia ngdi nha day vé bat an.

Dance ndi véi Donald Hawken, “Hai nguoi da khong lién lac trong mdt thoi gian ding khong?”

“Sau khi Sarah chét, t6i suy sup dén mirc tir bé moi thir, thoi khong gip g6 tAt ca ban cii nita. Phin 16n thoi gian t6i danh cho bon tré. Toi B mdt ké
khép minh... cho t6i khi gip duoc Lily. Sau d6 61 bat dau hoa nhap trd lai voi cude song.”

ER)

“Va ong quyét dinh quay vé.
“Phai. Ban cong ty di va quay tro vé,” Hawken da hiéu ra. “Phai, phai, Lily va t6i s¢ cng séng v6i Jim va Patrizia, con ¢4 vai ngudi ban cti quanh day.
Ben mit lic nao do6 ching t6i, khong tréanh khoi phai ngdi clng nhau hoi trdng lai. Jim timg dén Nam California it lu trude khi Sarah mat. Han anh ta da
ndi doi Pat vé chuyén do; s€ chi con 1a van dé thoi gian trurde khi anh ta bi 1§ tay.”

Hawken ngodi dau nhin vao trong ngdi nha, déi mét mo to. “Birc tranh Thién nga xanh. . . Phail”

Dance nhudng mdt bén may Ién.

“Toi n6i v6i Jim rang minh mudn ting anh ta mdt birc tranh ma ngudi vor qué ¢6 timg wa thich. Toi nhd da timg thay anh ta nhin cham cham vao 6 khi ¢
lai nha minh sau ngay Sarah qua doi,” mit tiéng cuoi chua chat. “Téi dam cugc birc tranh 14 ctia Jim C6 I€ anh ta da mua ttr nhi€u ndm trude cho dén

mot ngay khi Sarah xudt hién va bao mudn nd. C6 thé anh ta ndi voi Patrizia rang minh da ban birc tranh cho ai d6. Néu nhur bay gioy ngudi vo nhin thiy
16 lan nira, c6 4y s& khong khoi bin khoan bang cach nao Sarah c6 duoc.”

Diéu ndy ¢ thé giai thich cho sur tuyét vong ctia Chilton - tai sao y ki mao hiém t6i mirc dém giét ngudi. Ong chi blog cao dgo rao giéng cho thé gi6i vé
durc hanh sap stra bi 16 tay da c6 mot moi quan hé bat chinh - voi mit phy nit 5'151 qua doi. Nhitng cau hoi s€ dugc dat ra, mdt cudc dicu tra s&€ bat dau.
Va thir quan trong nhat doi vdiy - cai blog quy hoa - chac s&€ bi hily hoai. Y can loai bé mdi de doa do.



Ban tin qué quan trong dé c6 thé mao hiém. ..
Lily hoi, “Nhung ngudi dan 6ng & nha anh ta, Schaeffer thi sao? Ban tuyén b James sép stra doc - trong d6 c6 nhéc t6i Travis.”

“Tdi tin chéic ké hoach nguyén bén ctia Schaeffer khong can dy gi t6i Travis, Hén da mudn giét Chilton tir u - ¢6 1& tir khi anh trai héin chét. Nhung khi
han biet duoc vé cac vu tan cdng lién quan téi vu Cay thdp tu ven duong, han vict lai ban tuyén bo dé thém tén Travis vao do - nhur the s€ khong ai nghi
ngod ban than Schaefter.”

Hawken hoi, “Lam thé ndo ¢d timra dugc Jim chinh 1a thii pham, chir khong phai Schaefter?”
Phan Ion, c6 giai thich, 1 vi nhimg thir khong c6 mit trong cac béo céo kiém tra hién trudng TJ m6i dua cho co.
“Nhitng gi khong c6 miat trong d6?” Hawken hoi.

“Thir nhét,” ¢d giai thich, “khong co cay thap tu ndo bao trudc vu muru sat Chilton. Ké sat nhan da dé tai nhitng cay thap tu tai cac dia diém cong cong
trong nhitng lan tAn cong khac. Nhung khong ai tim thiy cay thap tir cudi cting, Thir hai, thii pham da str dung xe dap ctia Travis, hay cta chinh y, dé luu
lai cac vét 10p xe nhim db t6i cho cau thiéu nién. Song Schaeffer khong 6 chiée xe dap ndo & bat cir dau. Va rdi khdu sting hin da ding dé de doa
Chilton thi sao? D6 khong phai la khdu Colt d4nh cép ctia bd Travis. D6 I mdt khiu Smith va Wesson. Cudi ciing, khong c¢6 hoa hay dy budc hoa
trong xe hay phong cia hdn & nha nghi. Vdy la t6i can nhéc t6i kha ning Greg Schaeffer khong phai la Tén sat nhan vdi cdy thap tu ven duong. Hién chi
tinh ¢ xuét hién diing thoi diém dién ra vu 4n va quyét dinh tan dung nd. Nhung néu hin khong phai I ké dé lai nhimg cy thap tur, thi c6 thé 1a ai day?”

Dance da tr6 lai lin qua danh séch cac ddi twong nghi van. CO nghi t6i muc su Fisk va tay vé si ciia 6ng ta, rat c6 thé chinh B CrimsoninChrist. Bon ho
chéc chén Ja nhitng ké cudng tin va da de doa truc tiép Chilton trong cac bai dang trén blog, Nhung TJ da t6i gap Fisk, tay vé siva vai thanh vién chu
chdt ctia nhémndy. Tt ca bon ho déu c6 bang chimg ngoai pham vao thdi gian xay ra cc vu tin cong,

C6 ciing da can nhic vé Hamilton Royce - ké chuyén thao g rdc 16i t6i tir Sacramento, dugc tra tién dé dong cura blog vi nhiing gi Chilton da viét lien
quan t6i Uy ban Cac nha mdy dién Hat nhan. Mot gia thict kha hay ho, nhung cang nghi nhicu vé n6, ¢6 cang thay ddy it 6 kha nang la dap an. Royce I
mot doi trgng nghi van qua hién nhién, vi 6ng ta da co gang lam blog phai ngirng hoat dong - va mdt cach rat cong khai - bang cach vién dén canh sat
tiéu bang,

Clint Avery, chii thiu xdy dung, ciing la mjt kha néing. Song c6 da diéu tra ra dugc nhimg cude gip bi hiém ciia Avery sau khi Dance roi khoi cong ty
cua 6ng ta la voi mot ludt su chuyén vé luét sir dung lao dong va hai ngudi dan 6ng dang lam cong Tai mot khu vue noi phin 16n chi st dyng nhn cong
Jo Fing vi da thué mudén quéa nhiéu lao dong nhdp cur bét hop phap khong co hd so, Avery lailo bi truy 6 vi thué muén qua it nguot thiéu s6. C6 vé nhur
ongta cam thay bat an v6i Dance vi so ¢d thue sy ¢ mit & d6 dé diéu tra mot vu khiéu nai v& vi pham Iudt dan sur ¢ thé cdo budc dng ta phan biét ddi
xUr voi nguoi goc La Tinh.

Dance ciing da ¢6 lic nghi t6i kha néng b Travis i thi pham, va thue sw nghi isu c6 mdi lién hé ndo vé tim Iy gitta nhimg canh cdy, bo hoa hong véi
cong viée cho khach di tham quan théing canh ctia Bob Brigham hay khong, Tham chi ¢6 con nghi thii pham ¢6 khi i Sammy - ¢6 vin dé vé tam thin,
nhung rét ¢6 thé 1 mdt ngudi cuc ky thong minh, khon ngoan, va c6 kha ning day han thil v6i ngudi anh trai.

Nhung du gia dinh Brigham c6 nhiing vAn d& riéng cta ho, d6 cting I chuyén héu nhur tat ca moi gia dinh déu gip phai. Va ca ong b 1an cau con trai
déu c6 bang chimg ngoai pham vao thoi gian xay ra mdt vai cude tin cong.

Vira nhiin vai, Dance vira néi véi vo chong Hawken, “Cubi ciing t6i can hét ddi twong nghi vén. Va xem xét t6i chinh James Chilton.”

“Tai sa0?” ngudi chong hoi.

AtiBtoi X...

“T6i da nghi toi mot diéu ma chuyén gia tur van clia chiing t6i da ndi vé céc blog - vé viée ching ¢6 thé nguy hiém nhu thé ndo. Va toi tw hoi: S& ra sao
néu Chilton muon giét ai d6? Béan tin Chilton s€ la mdt vii khi that loi hai. Bat dau mot tin don, 61 dé cong dong mang lan truyén di. S€ khong ai thay ngac
nhién khi nan nhan bi cong kich tra diia lai. Va d6 1a thi pham cta cac vi.”

Hawken thic n¥ic, “Nhung Jim khong hé n6i gi vé Travis trén blog ca.”

“Va ca chuyén do cling that khon ngoan: N6 lim cho Chilton duong nhur hoan toan v6 can. Nhung'y ching can phéi nhéc t6i Travis. Y biét Internet hoat
dong nhur the nao. Chi can vai tin don bong gi6 ndi ciu ta da lam gl do sai trai, vay la cac Thien Than Bao Thi s& dam nhiém phan con lai. Neu Chilton
thu pham, t6i tyr hoi khi d6 ai s& la nan nhin bi nhédm t6i. Chang ¢6 gi vé hai ¢6 i, Tammy hay Kelley, cho thay y muon giét ho. Hay vé Lyndon
Strickland hay Mark Watson. Hai vo' chong ong ciing 14 nhitng nan nhan tiém tang, tat nhién roi. Toi nghf lai tat ca nhimg diém da biet duoc vé vy an. Toi
chot nh¢ ra mot dieu that la. Ong néi voi t6i rang Chilton d8 hdi hd tim téi nha 6ng & San Diego d€ & canh dng va céc con vao ngay Sarah qua doi. Y da
¢ mit & d6 chi trong vong mot gio.”

“Phai. James da ¢ L.A. dy mdt cudc hop. Anh ta da lén chuyén bay sém nhit.”

Dance ndi, “Nhung Chilton ndi vi vo 1 ong ta dang & Seattle khi biét tin Sarah qua doi.”

“Seattle?” Hawken c6 vé boi roi.



“Tham dy mot cude hop tai tru s6 ctia Microsoft. Khong, trén thure t& y da & San Diego. Y uén ¢ do tir du, khong hé rdi thanh phd sau khi dim Sarah
chét dubi. Chilton mubn doi nghe tin dé durge vao nha 6ng. Y can phéi lm thé.”

“Canu? Visao?”

“Ong n6i y da & lai, tham chi con gitip ng lau don phéi khong?”

“T6i nghi'y mudn Iuc tim khéip noi trong nha va thu tiéu bat cir thir gl trong dd dac ciia Sarah ¢6 thé cho biét hai ngudi ho ¢6 quan hé véi nhaw.”
“Chta oi,” Hawken Am bAm

Nir déc vu gidi thich thém vai mdi lién hé nira gitta Chilton va céc vu toi ac: Y 14 mOt van dong vién ba mdn phdi hop, nghia 12 y hay di xe dap. Dance
nh¢ da nhin thay du thir dung cu thé thao ¢ ga ra nha Chilton, trong d6 c6 dén vai chiéc xe dap.

“Roi dén mau dét,” o giai thich vé viée timra m?}u dét khong tuong thich & gAn mot trong nhitng cay thap tir. “Diéu tra Hién trudng tim thiy vét dét
tuong tu trén giay cua Greg Schaeffer. Song ngudn goc chinh la tir may khu virdn ngoai san trude nha Chilton. D6 13 noi Schaeffer da giam phai.”

Dance hi turdng lai, thirc ra ¢6 da chinh nt nhin thiy ngudn gdc clia nu dat Ay trong lin dAu tién toi nha ng ta, khi quan sat canh vat xung quanh.
“Va con ca chiéc xe ciia 6ng ta nita, chiéc Nissan Quest.”

C6 ké cho hai vo chdng vé viée nhan chimg Ken Pfister nhin thdy mdt xe cong clia tiéu bang gin mot trong nhitng cay thip tir. Sau d6 ¢ mim cudi
chdmbiem “Nhung ky thuc chinh Chilton 1a ké da 1ai n6 - sau khi sap dat cay thap tur thir hai.”

C6 chi v& phia chiéc ban tai ctia Chilton dang d4u gin d6. N6 mang trén thanh chbng va dap mdt dai bang ron ¢ van nhé tir hom dau tién t6i nha ong ta.
If you DESALINATE, you DEVASTATE.

Chinh méy chir c4i cudi cing trén d6 1a thir Ken Pfister da nhin thy khi chiéc ban tii chay ngang qua: STATE[1].

[1. Tiéu bang ]

“Toi t6i gap thim phan mang theo nhing g kham pha ra va ¢6 duoc kénh khamnha. T6i cir nhéin vién canh sat t6i lyc soat nha Chilton tai Carmel. Ongta
d tau tan phan I6n bang chimg, song ho da tim thdy mot it canh hoa hdng va mot manh bia céc tong tuong thich voi loai dugc ding gin trén nhimg cdy
thap tur. Toi nh6 ong ta c6 1noi s& dén day ciing 6ng ba. Vay 14 t6i goi cho S& Canh sat hat San Benito, dé nghi ho ctr mot doi chién thudt toi. Biéu duy
nhét t6i khong doan ra 1 Chilton dinh ép budc chinh Travis bin ong ba.”

Cb cit ngang 101 cam on nhiét thanh ciia ngudi chong - dng ndy 6 vé nhur sip khoc - bang mot cai nhin xudng dong hd deo tay ciia minh.

“Toi phai di bay gi. Ong ba hdy trd vé nha ¢ nghi ngoi mdt chit.”

Lily 6m cham iy Dance. Hawken ding ca hai ban tay ndm chit Ry tay ¢d. “Toi khong biét nén ndi gi nira.”

Roi khoi ho, ¢d bude t6i chd chiée xe tuan canh ctia S Canh sat hat Monterey, noi James Chilton dang ngdi. Mai toc thua ctia y dinh bét vao bén dau.
Y quan sat 6 lai gan voi mdt cai nhin chua chat trén khuon mat. Gan nhur mai mia.

C6 mo cira sau xe ra, cti ngudi xubng,
Y rit 1én, “Toi khong can phéi bi cong chn thé nay. Nhin xem. That ddi bai.”
Dance ngim nhin cip cong, Py vé hai long,

Y n6i tiép, “Bon ho cong t6i vio, méy tay canh sat da im thé, va con mim cuoi! Vi bon ho bao t6i da cong thing nhéc. Tat ca chuyén ny that ban thiu.
Tat ca chi la mdt nham lan. T6i da bi cai bay.”

Dance thiéu chit nita bat cuoi. Ngoai tit ca nhitng tang vt da thu duoc, van con ba nhin chimg truc tiép vé nhimg tdi 4c ctia y - Hawken, vo ong ndy
va Travis.

C5 nhéic lai nhimg 161 thong bao ctia canh sat vé céc quyén cia y.
“C6 nguoi da lam chuyén d6 roi.”
“Chi mu6n dam bao 6ng thyre sy hiéu ching. Ma ong c6 hiéu khong nhi?”

“Céc quyén ctia t6i u? Co. Nghe ndy, luc d6, phai, t6i c6 mot khdu sting. Nhung ngudi ta dd tim cach giét toi. TAt nhién t6i s& phai bao vé ban than. Co



ké ndo d6 da cai bay t6i. Ping nhu ¢6 n6i, ke ndo do i timg nhic Qén trén blog, Toi thiy Travis budc vao phong khéch va it sting ctia minh ra. Toi
bat dau mang sting trong nguoi ké tir khi ¢ ndi t6i dang gap nguy hiém.”

Tang I mén déng kich, c6 noi, “Ching t6i s& dua 6ng vé S& Canh sét hat Monterey va tam giam 6ng, James. Dén lic d6 ong c6 thé goi dién thoai cho
vo va ludt su riéng ctia minh.”

“C6 c6 nghe nhing gi i dang ndi khong thé ha? Toi da bi gai biy. Cho di thing nhoc d6 noi gi dinia, n | mdt dira tim thén khong on dinh. Toi da
dong kich voi n6 tir dau dén cuoi, theo nhitng 4o turdng cua nd. Toi s€ ban nd néu thang nhdc ay tim cach lam hai Don va Lily. Tat nhién [a thé ro1.”

Dance ciii ngudi ra trude, ¢d khong ché cam xiic ctia ban than tt nht c6 thé. Mot diéu khong hé d& dang. “Tai sao 6ng lai nham vao Tammy va Kelley,
James? Hai c6 bé vi thanh nién chua bao gid lam gi 6ng.”

A9

“T6i vo 101, y Am bam.

Nit dac vu n6i tiép, nhur thé y chwra hé n6i gi. “Tai sao lai a ho? Vi ong khong thich thai d6 cta dam tré vi thanh nién a? Ong khéng thich ho bdi xAu cai
blog quy bau d6 véi nhitng cau tir tuc tiu chang? Hay 6ng khong thich ngir phap t6i?”

Y khong n6i g, song Dance tin c6 mdt tia thira nhan loe Ién trong d6i niit d6. C6 tiép tuc don ép.
“Va tai sao lai 1a Lyndon Strickland? Va Mark Watson? Ong sat hai ho chi vi ho déing bai dudi tén that va dé dang timra dugc, phai vy khong?”
Gidr day Chilton d& quay nhin di hudéng khéc, nhur thé y biét minh dang dé 16 s that ra trén doi mit.

“James, nhimg birc hinh 6ng dang Ién blog, gid bd la cta Travis, ching thi sao nhi? Ong da tir v& ching, phai khong nao? Toi con nhé ban ly lich trén
Ban tin Chilton cho hay 6ng 1 mdt chuyén gia thiét ké db hoa va thiy day my thuit ¢ trurong cao dang.”

Y khong néi gi.

Con phn n pha ra néng nay hon. “Ong c6 thiy thich thi khong khi v& hinh t6i bi dam nhu vay?”

Mot Ian nita, lai | im Eing,

Dance dimg ddy. “Rdi t6i s tién hanh thAm vin 6ng, Ong c6 thé yéu cau lut sur ctia minh ¢ mét néu mudn.”
Pung lic d6 y quay vé phia c6, khuén mit ddy cau khén. “T6i mudn mdt thir, dic vu Dance. C6 ¢6 thé 1im on dwoc khong?”
C6 nhudng mot bén may lén.

“T6i can mot thir. N6 rat quan trong.”

“Cai gl vay, James?”

‘MOt cai may tinh.”

“Caigi?”

“T6i can dimg dén mdt cai may tinh. Khan cap. Ngay hom nay.”

“Ong dugce nhan cac cude goi dién thoai tir chd tam giam. Khong c6 may tinh.”

“Nhung con Ban tin. . . Toi cAn ding céc cau chuyén ciia minh 1én d6.”

Gior thi c6 khéng thé nhin dugc cudi nita. Y khong hé ban tim dén vo minh hay céc con, ma chi nghi t6i c4i blog quy hoa do. “Khéng, James, chuyén iy
s€ khong xay ra dau.”

“Nhung t6i can phéi im. Toi can phail”

Nghe nhitng 161 d6 va trong thiy cdi nhin C}léng loan cta y, Kathryn Dance cudi cling da hiéu James Chilton. Doc gia ching 1 gi voi y hét. Y da dé dang
sat hai hai nguroi trong s0 ho va chuan bi san sang dé sat hai thém nhiéu ngudi nita.

Sur that ching 1 gi v6iy ca. Y da déi tra hét an nay t6i lan khéc.

Khong, cau tra loi thit don gian: Gibng nhur nhitng ngudi choi DimensionQuest, gi()ng nhur rat nhidu nguoi dam chim trong thé gidi a0, James Chilton 1
mdt ké méc nghién. Mic nghién véi sir ménh ctru rdi ctia Y. Mec nghién voi thir quyén Iye ddy quyén rii duoc rao giang bang ngdn tir, 101 & ctia y vio

dAu dc va trai tim ctia nhitng con ngudi & khiip noi trén thé giéi. Cang nhidu nguoi doc nhimg 101 suy twéng, nguyén ria, tan dwong ciia y, cam giac
khoan khoai cang manh mg hon.

C5 ciii xudng, ghé sat vao mit y. “Tames. T6i s& Am tét ca nhitng gi c6 thé dé dam béo ring cho dii ong t6i nha ti ndo, 6ng ciing s& khdng bao gior vao



mang duoc nita. Khong bao gioy trong phan doi con lai ctia 6ng.”

Khudn mit y trd nén tai nhot, va y bt du gio thét. “C6 khong thé 1am viy! Co khong thé tude di blog ctia t6i. Ddc gia can toi. DAt nude can toi! Co
khong thé!”

Dance dong ctra xe lai va git dau voi ngudi canh sat ngdi sau vo Eing
Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Duong dugce tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 45

Bat dén nhay - khi dang di lam viéc ca nhan - la trai quy dinh, song Dance ching quan tim. Sir dung dén cong cu khan cip nay qua a mot y tudng khon

ngoan, néu tinh dén viéc c6 dang phong nhanh gip doi gioi han tdc do cho phép trén Xa 16 68 tir Hollister quay lai Salinas. Edie Dance s& bi dura ra truy
6 trude toa trong hai muroi phit nita, va ba s& phai dimg trude vanh méng ngwra.

C5 tur hoi khi ndo phién toa xir me minh s& dién ra. Ai s& ra lim chimg? Va chinh x4c thi bang chimg ¢6 nhiing gi?

M6t lan nira c6 phién mudn thAm nghi: Liéu minh ¢6 b goi ra lam chimg khong?

Chuyén gi s€ xay ra néu Edie bi tuXén 4n? Dance biét cac nha ti California. Da phﬁn cu dan cua ching déu mi chit, bao luc, dau 6c bima ty hay ruou
iy hoai, hoac chi don gidn da bi ton thurong tir e lot long. Trai timme c6 s€ héo modn & mdt noi nhur the. Va noéi cho cung hinh phat s€ 1 an tr hinh - 4n
tr hinh cho tdm hon.

Va co th?iy gidn ban than vi da viét email d6 cho Bill, véi mﬁy 10 binh luAn vé quyét dinh ctia me ¢o khi tu két thic cude séng mdt con vat nudi bi dm
ning. Tt nhiéu nAm vé trude, mdt 161 binh ludn bdt phat. Hoan toan khong hé trong xting voi mirc d§ khing khiep n6 co thé gay ra cho so phan ctia ba.

Va diéu nay 1am 6 chot nghi toi Ban tin Chilton. Tt ca nhitng bai binh phim d6 vé Travis Brigham. Tt ca déu sai, hoan toan sai... Ay viy nhung ching
s& Van ton tai, trén cac may chiy, trong bo nhé cc may tinh c4 nhan, méi méi. Nguoi ta c6 thé doc dugce chiing sau ndm, murdi hay hai muroi ndm nita.
Hay mit tramniim. Va chang bao gio biét sy that.

Dance giat minh birng tinh khoi dong suy turong bn chon vi tiéng rung tir dién thoai di dong ctia 6.

Mot tin nhéin do b ¢6 giri toi.

B& dang & bénh vién voi me. Con hdy dén ngay khi ¢6 thé.

Dance sting so. Chuyén nay la thé nao? Phién toa truy t6 du kién s& bt dau sau muoi im phit nita. Néu Edie Dance dang & bénh vién, chi c6 thé c6
mot Iy do. Ba bi 6mhoéc bi thuong.

Dance lap tiic bam sb dién thoai di dong ctia b b, nhung roi ngay vao hop thu thoai. TAt nhién, ongda tat may trong bénh vién.
Me ¢6 bi thn cong?
Hay ba da dinh ty sat?

Dance nhén chan ga va lao dinhanh hon. Tam tri ¢6 quay cudng, khong con kiém soat duoc nita. Vi y nghii rng néu qua thuc me c6 da dinh ty sat, thi
nguyén do vi ba bict Robert Harper co mdt ho so truy to rat viing chic chong lai minh, va moi dau tranh khang cur chi vo ich.

C6 nghiia I me ¢6 thye sy da giét ngudi. Dance nhé lai cau néi déng nguyén rtia d6, nhing i cho théy Edie biét 1o tinh hinh tai khu vire Khoa Bicu trj
tich cure vao thoi diém Juan Millar chét.

C6 vaiy ta & 6. Nhung tt ca chi c6 vdy. Gia dinh cAu ta da vé. Va khong c6 ai vao tham. ..

C6 phéng xe qua Salinas, Laguna Seca va san bay. Hai muroi phitt sau, ¢6 di vé t6i doan duong vong dan vao bénh vién. Chiée xe dot ngdt phanh két
lai, lan sang ca khu vire danh cho nguoi khuyét tat. Dance chui ra khoi xe, hoi ha chay t6i 161 vao chinh va lach nguoi qua trurde khi canh ctra ty dong mo
ra hoan toan.

Tai b phan tiép nhan, mdt nhan vién tiép tan giat minh ngwde mit nhin én va noi, “Kathryn, ¢6 phéi cé dang,..?”

“Me t0i dau?” co gip gap hoi.

“Ba 4y dang & dudi kia va...”


http://ebookfull.net

Dance dft d?iy ctrara lao xuéng’duéi 9 dudi kla chi ¢ thé mang mdt y nghia: Khoa Didu tri tich cuc. That mia mai, do ciing chinh 1a noi Juan Millar da
chét. Néu Edie dang & do, it nhat ba van con song,

Xuéng dén tﬁng dudi cling, 0 lao qua cira, hdiha chay t6i Khoa Pidu tr tich cue, rdi dung lac éy tinh co dua mét nhin vé phia nha an ty phuc vu.

Thé hén hen, Dance dimg phat lai, bén suon dau nhoi. C6 nhin qua khung cira dang mo va trong théy bén ngudi ngdi tai ban, trude mit mdi nguoi déu
¢6 ca phé. Bén nguoi dy gomcd gam ddc bénh vién, phy trach an ninh Henry Bascomb, bd Dance va. ... Edie Dance. Ho dang néi chuyén va xem xét

nhirng tai lidu dé trén mat ban.

Stuart ngurde nhin Ién va mim cuoi, ding ngon tay tro ra dau, c6 ¥, theo nhur Dance doén, 1 ho s& xong vice chi sau gidy lat nita. Me cling quay lai nhin
Ve phia ¢d, 161 sau dd, khong dé 10 ra bat cir cdm xtic nao, quay trd lai danh sy chiiy cho dng gidm doc bénh vién.

“Chao,” mt giong dan 6ng vang lén sau lung,

Cb quay lai, chop mét ngac nhién khi nhin thdy Michael O’Neil.

“Michael, ¢6 chuyén gi viy?” Dance hoi, gan nhur nghet tho.

Hai bén méy cau lai, ngudi thanh tra hoi, “C6 khoéng nhan duge 1i nhéin sa0?””
“Chi ¢6 tin nhén tir bd 61 cho biét hai ong ba dang & day.”

“T6i khong mudn quiy ry co gitta mdt cude vay bét. Toi da ndi chuyén véi Overby va cho ong ta biét moi chi tiét. Déng I 6ng ta phai goi khi c6 da
xong viéc.”

0. Thé déy, 6 mdt viee ¢d chua thé trinh bao véi ong sép vO tdm ctia minh; c6 da qua voi va dé kip t&i phién truy t6 dén mirc chua cho ongta biét ho
da bat gitr duoc Chilton.

“T6i nghe néi moi viéc & Hollister dién ra trdi chay.”
“Phai, moi ngudi déu dn. Chilton d bi bat. Travis bi birou dau chut xiu. Thé ddy.”

Nhung vu an Cay thap tur ven dudng lic niy khong con chd trong tim tri ¢ nita. Dance nhin chim chim vio trong nha an ty phuc vu. “Cé chuyén gi
vay, Michael?”

“Loi bude t61 chéng lai me ¢6 da dugc hity bo,” anh noi.

“Caigi?”

O’Neil do dy, nhin 6 vé gan nhur e d&, rdi sau d6 ndi, “Toi da khong ndi gi véi ¢d, Kathryn. Toi khong thé.”

“Ni cho ti biét cai gi co?”

“Cudc diéu tra t6i dang tién hanh.”

VuAnKia...

“N6 khong lién quan gi t6i tinh trang chiéc container ca. Vu do van dang bi tam ding. Toi theo vy an ctia me ¢6 voi t cach mot cude diéu tra doc lap.
T6i ndi v6i Canh sat truong i minh s& lim viée d6. DA nai ni rat nhiéu. Ong 4 ay dong y. Chan  dimg Harper ngay lic nay la co hdi duy nhét ctia chiing ta.
Néu 6ng ta thuyét phuc dugc toa tuyén an. .. thé dy, c6 ciing biét co hdi dé 1at lai phan quyét trong phién phiic thim 1 khé thé nao.”

“Anh chua bao gio ndi gi.”

“Do chinh | ké hoach. Toi ¢6 thé thyre hign diéu tra nhung khong dugc ndi gi véi cd. Toi can chimg minh duoc ¢6 khong hé bit i vé nhitng viéc toi
dang lam. Néu khong s¢ dan t6i xung d6t lgi ich. Tham chi bo me ¢6 cling khong bict. Toi ¢ ndi chuyén voi ho vé vu an, nhung chi mdt cach khong
chinh thirc. Ho khong hé nghi ngo.”

“Michael,” Dance mot an nita cam thiy nhitng giot mrde nit hiém hoi trio ra. C6 ndm Iy canh tay anh va nit ho gip nhau, ndu va xanh luc.

Nguoi thanh tra cau may n6i, “Toi biét baa 4y khong c6 o1 Edie tude di tinh mang ai d6 u? That dién rd,” anh cudi. “C6 nhan ra t6i d3 trao d6i voi co

rat nhidu qua tin nhin va email thoi gian gin day ding khong?”
“Phai.”
“Bai vi t6i khong thé n6i ddi truc tiép voi co. Toi biét ¢o s& phat hién ra ngay lp tirc.”

Dance bét cudi, nhé lai anh da thit mo hd khi nhic i vu 4n Container.



“Nhung ai d giét Juan?”
“Daniel Pell.”
“Pell?” ¢ thi thAm dAy ngac nhién.

Song O’Neil giai thich khong phai dich thin Pell 1 ké da giét Juan Millar, nhung i mt trong nhitng ngudi phy nir ¢6 lién hé véi hin - ké cong tac ma
Dance da nghi t61 hdm qua khi ¢6 dua cac con minh t6i tham dng ba ngoai ching,

“Cb ta biét mbi de doa tir co, Kathryn. C ta c6 ging tim moi cach ngin ¢6 lai.”

“Sao anh lai nghi t6i co ta?”

“Qué trinh loai trir,” O’ Neil i thich. “Toi biét me ¢6 khong Bm chuyén d6. Toi biét khong phai Julio Millar lim - anh ta ¢6 bang chimg ngoai pham
trong su6t quang thoi gian dy. B6 me anh ta khong c6 mit, va ciing khong c6 dong nghi€p canh sat nao khac. Vay Ia t6i tyr hoi liu ai c6 dong co dé do
i cho me c6 vé cai chét nay? Toi nghi tdi Pell. C6 I ngudi phu trach cude truy ling dé tim va bit giir hin. Viéc me bj bét s& khién ¢ phan tim, néu
khong s& budc ¢b phai hoan toan tir bo cude dicu tra. Hin khong thé tw im viée d6, vy nén hin sir dung mot tro thil.”

Anh gii thich ngudi phy nit da xam nhdp vao bénh vién bang cach gia bo giri don xin viée Bmy ta.

“Nhitng nguoi ti xin viéc,” Dance gat dAu n6i, nhé lai nhitng gi cude diéu tra ctia Connie da tim ra. “Khong 6 bt clr mdi lién hé ndo giira ho va Millar,
vi thé chiing t61 d8 khong hé dé y dén.”

“Céc nhan chirng n6i lic d6 ¢o ta miic mdt bd df“)ng phuc y ta. Ctr nhwr thé ¢6 ta vira xong ca trire tai mit bénh vién khac va t6i bénh vién Vinh
Monterey dé xin viéc.”

Nguoi thanh tra n6i tiép, “Toi da cho kiém tra méy tinh va phét hién thiy c6 ta tim kiém thong tin v& turong tac thude trén Google.”
“Con tang vat trong ga ra?”’

“Chinh 6 ta da sép dt. Toida cho Pete Bennington bdi tung ga ra lén. Mot di Diéu tra Hién truong tim thély vai soi toc - nhén tign day xin ni ludn B
nguoi cua Harper da bo sét ching, D9 1 toc cua co ta. ADN khop hoan toan. Toi tin chac ¢6 & s& khang céo.”

“Toi cam thiy ¢ 16i qua, Michael. Toi gan nhu da tin la ba...” Dance tham chi khong thé &p minh n6i ra ndi nhig tir d6. Y t6i 1a ba L trong rat buc boi
khi ké cho t6i biét Juan da dé nghi ba hay giét anh ta. Va sau d6, ba n6i i minh khong c6 niit & Khoa Diéu tri tich cuc khi Juan bi giét, song lai dé 16

rang ba biét noi d6 hoan toan vang vé, ngoai trir vai y t4.”

“A, me ¢d da n6i chuyén véi mot bac si lim viée tai Khoa Diéu tri tich cure va 6ng ta cho ba biét tit ca nhimg ngudi vao thim déu da ra vé. Edie chua
bao gio ddt chan téi d6 ca.”

M6t hiéu nhim trong tro chuyén va suy doan. Khong co nhiéu Iy do dé bién hd cho diéu do trong finh virc cong viée ctia ¢, Dance chua chat thAm nghil
“Con Harper? Ong ta tiép tuc thure hién cude dieu tra chia?”

“Khong Ong ta dang g6i ghém dd dac dé quay vé Sacramento. Ong ta ban giao hét lai cho Sandy.”
“Cai gi?”’ Dance ngd ngang.

O’Neil bat cudi khi thiy thai do ciia co. “Diing thé ddy. Khong miy ban tim t6i cong Iy. Chi ban tam toi mot 1oi budce t0i giy 4n trong manh, me dé mdt
nhan vién cong quyen.”

“Oi, Michael,” ¢6 lai néim chéit Ky cénh tay anh. Va ngudi thanh tra 4p ban tay minh Ién hai tay ¢0, sau d6 nhin di noi khdc. C6 ngac nhién trudc phén
ung cta anh. C6 dang thay gi vay? Su yéu duoi, hay sy trong trai.

O’Neil bit dau ndi gi d6, nhung rdi lai thoi.

C6 thé mubn xin 16i vi da ndi dbi co va giit kin sy tht vé cude diéu tra ctia anh. Nguoi thanh tra nhin dong ho deo tay ctia minh. “Téi con vai viée can
quan tamdén.”

“Nay, anh khong sao chit?”

“Chi hoi mét thoi.”

Tiéng chudng bao dong reo kn bén trong Dance. Nhimg nguoi dan 6ng khong bao gio: “chi hoi mét thoi” ca. Y ho mubn n6i 1 khong, ho khong cam
thay 6n chiit ndo hét, nhung ho lai ching bao gio' muon néi ra.

O’Nell n(')i,' 0, thiéu chit nira tf)i quén mat. Toi da nhan duoc tin tir Emie, ¢6 con nhd vu & L.A. chir? Thim phan da tir chéi tri hoan phién xem xét
mién truy t0. Phién toa s bat dau trong chirng nira gio nira.”



Dance gio cac ngon tay dang bit chéo lai[1], “Hay hy vong.” Sau d6, ¢6 6m Iy anh, that chit.
[1. Mot cir chi cAu may.]
O’Neil ly chia khoa xe tir trong tiii ra va di vé phia ciu thang, ¢6 vé qua voi dé kip doi thang mdy.

Dance dura miit nhin vao trong nhé &n ty phuc vu. C6 nhan ra me minh khong con ngdi canh bén nita. Doi vai c6 budng thong xudng, Khi thit. Ba d di
mat roi.

Nhung rdi ¢6 nghe thdy mdt giong phu nit vang lén dang sau minh. “Katie.”

Edie Dance d3 ra ngoai qua ctra phy, va c6 1& da doi dé t6i giip con gai ba khi O’Neil roi di.

“Michael da ké véi con r6i.”

“Sau khi 161 budc tdi dugce gd bd, me téi day gip nhitng ngudi da ting hd minh dé camonho.”

Nhirng nguoi da tng ho me...

Im king xuét hién trong gidy lat. Hé thong loa phéng thanh phét ra mot théng bao nghe khong 15. O dau d6 mot dira bé vira khoc. Cac 4m thanh md din.

Tir thai d6 va 161 n6i ctia Edie, Kathryn Dance biét tron ven nhimg gi d4 xay ra giita me va con gai trong miy ngdy vira qua. Kho khén khong hé ¢6 lién
quan g toi viéc cd somroi khdi toa an hom trude. Van dé ny sau sac hon nhicu. C6 budt miéng, “Con khong hé nghi me da lam chuyén do. That day.”

Edie Dance mim cudi. “A, lai xuét phat tir con, tir mdt chuyén gia ngdn ngit co thé sao, Katie? Hay néi cho me biét cn tim kiém c4i gi néu con dang noi
déi”

“‘Me...”

“Katie, con da nghii it c6 thé me da giét cau thiéu nién do.”

Dance tho dai, ti hoi cam giac trong trai frong tm hdn ba dang lon dén mirc nao lic ndy. Loi phi nhan tan bién trong mi¢ng va c6 noi, giong run rdy.
“Me, c6 thé I thé. C6 thé. Con khong hé bét trén trong me hon dau. Con van yéu me. Nhung, duoc rdi, con timg nghi rit ¢6 thé me da m chuyén
do.”

“Khudn nit con, trong phong xir 4n khi xem xét bao nh tai ngoai. Chi can nhin vao mit con 1 me biét ngay con dang suy nghi t6i kha ning d6. Me biét
1 thé.”

“Con rat xin 11, Dance thi thAm.

Sau d(’),’Edie Dance lam mdt viéc hoan toan khong giéng ba chit nao. Ba 6m ]éy hai vai con gai minh, that chét, chit hon Dance cé thé tin cd tirng duoc
ba 6m lay trude day, tham chi ca khi con nho. “Con dam néi vay sao,” nhitng 10 ciia ba thit gay gt.

Dance chdp miét va dinh Ién tiéng.

“Suyt, Katie. Nghe da. Me da thirc subt dém sau phién bao nh. Nghi vé nhing gi me trong thay trong it con, diéu con nghi ngd, hiy dé me ndi hét
da. Me da thirc tréing dém, bi ton thuong, phan nd. Nhung sau d6, cudi clng me ciing hiéu ra mot diéu. Va me cam thiy thét ty hao.”

Mbt nu cudi dm ap lam diu di nhitng duong nét tron tria trén khuon mét ba.
“That tu hao.”
Dance bdi rdi khong hiéu.

Me ¢6 néi tiép, “Con biét ddy, Katie, céc 6ng bd ba me ching bao gios biét duoc ho ¢ dung trong viée nudi day con cai hay khong. Me tin chéic con
dang phai vét 16n voi diéu do.”

“O, chi chimg mudi Jin mdi ngay thoi.”

“Con Iuén hy vong, cau nguyén, mong moi cho cac con ctia minh ¢6 du nhiing pham chét ching can, thai do, long ding cam. Vindi cho cing tatcalavi
bon tré. Ching ta khong tranh dau trong trén chién ho ching dugc, nhung phéi giip ching chuén bi day du d¢ tyr tranh dau. Day ching biét dua ra phan
quyét, biet tu suy nghi.”

Lic ndy, nhitng giot nude mét ctr thé ndi nhau chay xudng hai gd ma Dance.

“Va khi thiy con ty hoi liéu ¢6 phai rmj’dé gy ra chuyén do, nhin lai nhirng gi da xay ra, me biét minh d4 ding mot trim phén trim Me d3 day con
khong mi quang. Con biét day, dinh kién lam ngudi ta nu1 quang, han thu khién ngurdi ta mit quang, Nhung long trung thanh va tinh yéu cling lam con



ngudi mi quang. Con da nhin thiu qua tat ca dé tim kiém syr that.” "Me ¢6 bat cudi. “Tét nhién, con da Am Nhung me khong thé trach con vé diéu do
Hai me con 6m cham Ay nhau, va Edie Dance n6i, “Bay gi& con van dang trong gios m viée. Hay quay lai van phong cta con di. Me van con dang nbi
dién véi con im Nhung me s& vurot qua duoc né sau mot hai ngiy nira. Ching ta s& di mua sim, sau d6 an ti tai Casanova. A, Katie ndy, con s&
nguoi thanh todn hoa don.”

Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Puong duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhidu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chuong 46
Kathryn Dance quay vé phong lam viéc ciia minh & CBI va viét ban tuong trinh két thic vu an.

Cc”),nhém nhap thir ca phé duoc Maryellen Kresbach mang dén va nhin qua nhitng t& ghi chu tin nhéin dién thoai méu hdng ma ngudi tro Iy da xép canh
chiéc dia c6 mdt cai banh gion that to.

Dance danh hoi liu xem qua cac tin nhén, khong hdi dap lai cude goi ndo song an sach tron céi banh.
Dién thoai ciia ¢ kéu bip bip. Mot tin nhin tir Michael O’ Neil:

K — thim phan d3 bét dau diéu hanh phién toa tai L.A. S& dua ra phan quyét trong vai gio toi. Hay tiép tuc gitr ngon tay bat chéo. C6 rat nhidu viéc can
xur ty hdm nay, nhung s& ndi chuyén sém véi ¢d

-M

Lamon, lamon, lamon...

Mot ngum ca phé cudi cling, 1di Dance in ban bao cao ra cho Overby va cAmné mang toi phong lam viée ciia 6ng ta. “Péy i bao céo, Charles.”
“A. Tot lim,” ong ta n6i thém “Doan két ctia v 4n qua 1a mdt ngac nhién.”

Nguoi sép doc qua ban bao cao that nhanh. Co6 dé }'/théy mot thi dung dd thé thao, vot tennis va mot va li nho dé tha sau ban lam viéc cua sép minh.
Bay gio da Ia cuoi budi chicu mit ngay thir Sdu miia he, va nhiéu kha nang 6ng ta chuan bi roi phong lam viéce 61 thing noi nghi cudi tuan.

Nir déic vu nhén ra vé tho o lanh nhat trong théi d6 ctia cAp trén, chuyén nay, khong nghi ngd gi nira, chéic hin ¢6 lién quan t6i cach xir sy ciia ¢d voi
Hamilton Royce.

Va vy la c6 chuén bi don nhan diéu s& t6i tiép theo. Ngé)i xuéng d6i dién v6i sép ctia minh, ¢d ndi, “Con mdt viée cudi cung nita, Charles. Vé Royce.”
“Gi vay?” dng ta ngude mét nhin Ién, tay bit dau vubt phing ban béo cdo ctia ¢d, nhur thé dé rii bui véy.

C0 cho biét TJ da phét hign ra nhigm vu ctia Royce - x6a 50 blog khong phai dé trénh c6 thém nan nhan, ma nhéim ngéin chéin Chilton phanh phui viée vi
ha nghi s ctia tiéu bang cap ke choi boi voi nha thau xay dung nha may dién hat nhan. “Ong ta loi dung chiing ta, Charles.”

“A,” Overby tiép tuc tAn min v6i vai mon gy to.

“Ong ta giri hoa don d& nghj thanh ton thi lao ctia minh t6i Uy ban Céc nha miy dién Hat nhén - 6 chi tich | vj ha nghj si da bi Chilton nhic t6i trong
bai viét Nang lugng cho nhin dan trén blog ctia 6ng ta.”

“Toi hiu 6i. Royce, hirm.”

“T6i mudn giri mbt bao co t6i vin phong Churdng Iy tiéu bang, Diéu Royce im co thé khong phai a mot tdi ac, nhung 16 rang 1 khong dimg dén vé
it dao durc - loi dung t61, loi dung chung ta. Chuyén nay s€ khién 6ng ta mat ghé.”

Lai tiép tuc mén mé. Overby dang can nhic 1 d& xuét.
“Ong c6 tan thanh t6i m viéc d6 khong?” c6 hoi cau nay vi da 15 rang 1 ong ta khong tan thanh.
“T6i khong chic nita.”

Dance bét cuoi. “Sao lai khong? Ong ta Iuc loi ban kim viéc ctia toi. Maryellen d trong thiy. Ong ta sir dung canh sat tiéu bang lim nhén vién cho

D6i mét Overby nhin chim chiim vao déng gidy to trén ban kim viéc ctia ong ta. Ching dwoc sip xép khong thé ngin nép hon. “A, chuyén do s& ton thoi
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gian va nguon hre ciia ching ta. Va c6 thé. .. khong hay cho ching ta.”

“Khong hay?”’

“L6i ching ta vao md bong bong gitta cac co quan chinh phul. T6i ghét chuyén do.”

Khé c6 thé coi day 1 mbt Iy I&. Cude sdng trong hé thong chinh quyén tiéu bang ching thé 1 g khic ngoai nhimg mdi quan hé giita céc co quan.

Sau mdt hdi im king ngamngh], duong nhu Overby da di dén mdt y twong, Long miy ong ta hoi nhuréng 1én mot chiit. “Bén canh do, t6i nghi ¢6 thé ¢o
khong c6 thoi gian dé theo dudi vié nay.”

“Toi sé thu xép duoc, Charles.”

2

“A, vin d& Iy, c6 caindy...” 6ng ta tim mot tip tai idu trong ti hd so ctia minh, rdi Ky ra mdt vin ban dai vai trang,
“Cai gi vay?”

“Thire ra,” bén 1ong miy bén kia cling hoa nhip theo, “nd duoc guri tdi tir van phong Chuong ly tiéu bang.” Ong ta ddy vin ban trén miit ban ra phia
trude. “Duong nhur ¢ mot khiéu nai chong lai ¢6.”

“Toiu?”

“C6 vé nhur ¢d da cd 1oi [ phan biét chiing toc voi mdt nhan vién lam viée cho hat.”

“Charles, chuyén do that dién rd.”

“A, vy day, no tir thing Sacramento toi day.”

“Ai da khiéu nai vay?”

“Sharanda Evans. Nhan vién xa hoi ctia hat.”

“T6i chura bao gioy gip ngudi ndy. D6 B mdt sy nhim An.”

“Co ta da c6 mit tai Bénh vién Vinh Monterey khi me c6 bi bét. C6 ta lic d6 dang trong nom cac con c0.”
A, hoa ra Ia ngudi phu nit da t6i dua Wes va Maggie di tir khu vure vui choi danh cho tré em trong bénh vién.
“Charles, c6 ta khong hé “tréng nont’ ching, C6 ta dang dua cac con tdi dén chd quan thic. Tham chi ¢6 ta con ching thém goi dién cho t6i.”
“Cb ta khiéu nai rang c6 d dua ra nhimg 1i 18 phan biét ching toc.”

“Chtia oi, Charles, t0i n6i cd ta kémcoi. Tat ca chi c6 thé.”

“C0 ta khong coi 14 vay. Thé nay nhé, vi ndi chung ¢6 ¢6 tiéng tam tot va khong hé c6 tién sir gy ric r6i trong qua khir, vin phong Chuong Iy tiéu bang
quyét dinh khong diéu tra chinh thirc. Nhung chuyén nay van can duoc tim hiu.”

Ngudi diéu hanh trung tim 6 vé trin trd véi tinh hubng kho xir nay. Nhung ciing khong nhiéu.

“Ong ta mu6n tim hiéu y kién tir nhirg ngwdi ¢ mit tai chd xemnén xir tri ra sao.”

Y 6ng ta Ia tir chinh Overby. Va c6 hiéu qua 1o chuyén gi s& dién ra tiép theo: Dance da lam Overby roi vao thé khé xir trrde mit Royce. C6 thé nguoi
thanh tra da c6 an tuong réng 6ng ta khong thé kiém soat ndi thude cap cta minh. Mot khicu nai nham vao Royce do CBI dua 1én s lai goi lén cau hoi
vé nang luc lanh dao ctia Overby.

“Tét nhién c6 khong phan biét ching toc. Nhung ngudi phu nit kia, co Evans, ¢6 vé rat quyét liét trong viée khiéu nai.”

Ong ta nhin chim chiim vao 1 th At ngwroc truée mét Dance theo cach ngudi ta nhin nhitng bire anh chup gidi phéu tir thi.

C6 da lam viéc nay duoc bao lau 2. Hodc 1a chura du 1au, hodc 1a da qua lau.

Kathryn Dance nhin ra 6ng sep dang throng hrong: Néu c6 khong di xa hon voi chuyén khiéu nai vé hanh vi khong chinh dang cia Royce, Overby s&
16i v6i Churdong Iy tiéu bang rang 161 khiéu nai ctia ngudi nhén vién xa hoi da duoc diéu tra day du va khong hé c6 chit can cir ndo.

Néu Dance tiép tuc lamto chuyén vé Royce, ¢6 thé c6 s& mit viéc.

Diéu nay treo lo limg gitta hai ngudi trong gidy lat. Dance ngac nhién khi thdy Overby khong boc 16 bat cir ddu hiéu ndo vé ngdn ngit co thé cho thiy 6ng
ta dang cang thang, Ngugc lai, c6 nhan ra ban chin minh dang run ban bat nhu mdt cai pit tong,



T6i cho ring minh d4 hiéu khé o tinh canh hién tai, Dance thim nghi day mia mai. Thiéu chit nita ¢6 da ni ra diéu do, nhung lai thoi.
Puoc im ¢d cin dua ra mdt quyét dinh.
Cén phai can nhdc.

Ong ta Ay ngon tay gd g 1én ban béo céo khiéu nai. “That x4u hd khi nhitng viée thé ndy xay ra. Ching ta c6 cong viée cdt i ctia minh, thé rdi nhing
viéc khac cir chen ngang vao.”

Sau vy an Cay thip t ven dudng, sau nhirng man cang thang than kinh t6t d6 véivu J .Doe 6 Los Angeles, sau nhing ngay day ning né phai bon chon
lo Tang cho me minh, Dance di dén quyét dinh ¢6 khong cé tam trang cho mdt cudc tranh dau, khong phai cho chuyén nay.

“Néu 6ng nghi viéc khiéu nai chbng lai Royce c6 thé qua mét cong, Charles, t6i s& ton trong quan diém do, tat nhién roi.”

“C6 I& nhur vay thi t6t hon ca. Ching ta hdy tr6 lai lam viée - d6 la diéu ching ta cAn Am. Va ca chuyén niy nita, ching ta ciing s& gat sang mot bén,”
Ong ta cam lay ban khicu nai va cat né trd lai vao cap tai licu.

Ching ta c6 thé di tra dén mirc nao day nhi, Charles?

Ong ta mim cuoi. “Khong phan tim thém nita.”

“Trd lai cong viéc,” Dance phu hoa.

“ugc rdi, t6i thiy ciing d mudn. Chiic ¢b dip cudi tuan vui vé. Va camon cd vi da khép lai vu an, Kathryn.”

“Tam biét, Charles,” Dance dtmg ddy ra khoi phong. C6 tu hoi 6ng ta cd nhan thiy vira im mot diéu khong miy sach s& nhur diéu minh dang cam thiy
khong.

C6 ly lam ngd, rit ngd, vé didu do.

Dance quay trd lai “Cénh nha ctia cac quy ¢d”, vira toi trude ctra phong lam viée ctia minh thi mot giong n6i sau lung vang Ién, “Kathryn?”

C6 quay lai va thy mdt ngudi thoat dau c6 khong hé nhén ra. Rdi Dance chot nhd - ddy 1 David Reinhold, anh chang diéu tra vién tré tubi bén S¢ Cénh
sat. Cau ta khong mic canh phyc ma dién quan jean, 4o so'mi polo va 4o vest. Anh chang mim cudi va nhin xudng. “Ngoai gio' lam viée.” Céu canh sat
tré budc lai gan va ding lai cach ¢6 vai bude chan. “A, t6i da nghe ndi veé vy Cay thap tu ven duong,”

“Piing 14 hoi ngac nhién,” ¢d noi.

Hai ban tay cau thiéu nién dit vao trong tti quan. David dudng nhur c6 vé bdi rbi. “Téi ciing dinh ndi thé. Cau thiéu nién do chic s& 6n ca chir?”

“S& 6n thoi”

“Con Chitton? Ong ta ¢6 nhan tdi khong?”’

“T6i cuoc i 6ng ta khong can aim vay. Ching t6i di ¢ du nhan chimg va tang vat chdng lai ong ta. Cimg cyra luon.”

Dnace hudng dau vé phia phong lam viée ciia minh, nhudng mot bén miy n, mdi cdu canh sét tré vao trong,

“T6i ¢6 vai viée can lam. .. Toi da ghé qua lic trrde nhung ¢ da ra ngoai.”

Mot diéu tht ky la dé ndira. Va c6 nhén thy dudng nh ic nay ciu ta con bdi r6i hon. Ngon ngit co thé ciia anh ching dang dé 1 trang théi cing
thang cao do.

“T6i chi mudn ndi, t6i thue sw rat vui duoe Bm viée vii ¢d.”

“To6i danh gia rat cao sy giip d& cua cau.”

“Co la mdt ngudi rit diic biét,” Reinhold Ep bép.

Ai cha. Chuyén nay rét cudc s& di toi dau day?

Reinhold dang lan tranh anh it ¢6. Cau ta héing giong. “T6i biét thyc ra c6 khong biét 16 vé t6i im.”

Anh ban ndy it nhét ciing tré hon minh ¢4 chuc tudi, co tlﬁl:n nghi. Cu ta van 3 mdt cau nhoc. Dance c6 ging khong mim cuoi hoic trong ¢ vé gidong
me nhin con. C6 tur héi iéu cau ta dinh moi minh t61 dau dé ho hen.

“Du sao dinira, diéu t6i mudn noi la...”



Nhung c4u ta ching ndi gi ca, chi Ay mdt cai phong bi tir trong ti 4o ra va dua cho 6.

“Diéu toi dang ¢b gang n6i [ t61 hy vong c6 xem xét den don xin gia nhip CBI cua t0i,” Reinhold bdi thém, “Phén Ion nhitng ngudi timg trai hon trong
cong viée canh sat déu khong phai 1 nhitng ngudi thy tot cho Fim. Toi biét ¢o s& khéc. Toi rit mong ¢6 co hdi duoc hoc hoi”

C6 kim gé khong bat cudi, Dance n6i, “Pugc rdi, David, camon cdu. Toi khong nghi ching t6i dang tuyén ngudi ngay lic ndy. Song i hita v6i cau, khi
CBI tuyén dung, t6i s€ ddmbao dua nguyén vong ndy lén dau danh sach.”

“Thét chir?”” mit vién canh sat tré sang lén.

“Tét nhién. Gioy tam biét ciu, David. Va mot 1n nita cam on cdu vi su giip do.”
“Camon c6, Kathryn. C6 I ngudi gioi nhét.”

Véi mbt ngudi 1on tudi hon. ..

Van mim cudi, ¢d bude vao phong lim viée, ning né budng minh xudng ghé. Co ngdi d6, nhin chiim chim vao hai than ciy quén ldy nhau bén ngoai cira
s0. Pién thoai di dong ctia c6 d6 chudng, Khong thurc sur ¢ trong tim trang d€ noéi chuyén véi bat ¢t ai, ¢d nhin xuong man hinh hién danh tinh nguoi goi.

Sau do dur trong ba Iin chudng reo, ¢6 bam nit “Tra o7,
Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Tu Ven Puong duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chuwong 47

Mot con budm thong tha bay theo héng rao rdi bién mt sang san nha hang xém. Van chura t6i thoi diém trong nim ctia nhirg con buém Chia, loai
budmdi cur ¢ mang t6i cho Pacific Grove biét danh “Thanh pho Budm ctia nuwdc M§”. Kathryn Dance tur hdi con budm do thude loai nao.

C6 dang ngdi ngoai hién, mit san tron vi suong mit budi cubi chidu. Lic ndy moi thir tht finh king, 6 chi cé mdt minh. Bon tré va miy con ché déu dang
& chd bd me c6. Dance niic mdt chiéc quin jean bac phech, mot cai 4o ni mau xanh lyc, di d6i gidy hang hiéu Wish, tir chudi ctra hang Fergie ctia cong
ty Brown - mdt phan thuéng ¢6 tw danh cho minh sau khi két thiic vu 4n. C6 nhdp mdt ngum vang tring,

Chiée laptop ctia c6 dang duoc bat 1én ngay trude mit. Dance da truy cdp vao voi t cach ngudi quan Iy tam thoi cua Ban tin Chilton sau khi tim thiy
mé déng nhdp trong mot €p dir liu cta James Chilton. C6 tham khao cudn sach dang doc, hoan tat viéc gd cau lénh va tai nd kn.

https//www.thechiltonreport.convfinal. html

Dance xemkét qua. Khé no mdt ny cuoi.

RO ding xuét.

Cb nghe thiy tiéng budc chin niing né vang én noi cau thang dan 1én tir bén héng ngdi nha, quay lai va nhin thdy Michael O’ Neil

“Chao,” anh mim cuoi

Nir dac vu da cho doi mot cu§c 201 qua dién thoai vé plk’}n quyét ctia thAm phan & Los Angeles xem li€u vu J.Doe c6 thé duoc demra xtt hay khong.
Nguoi thanh tra cg’ vé giang rat ban ron 6 bénh vién, vi thé c6 khong tréng’d()i anh s& dich than toi. Khépg quan trong, Michael O’Neil ludn d~u(;c chao
don. Co ¢6 tim hiéu bieu hién ctia anh. Nhin chung c6 thuong xuyén kha tot trong chuyén ndy - vi ¢d biét anh qua 13 - song nguoi thanh tra van chung ra
khuon mét ctia mdt tay choi poker.

“Vang nhé?”

“Tét nhién.”

C6 vao bép lay ra mot chiée ly thir hai va rét thir vang d6 anh van ura thich.

“T6i khong thé & lai lau dugc.”

“Puoc rd,” Dance hiu nhur khong con kiém soat duoc minh nita. “Thé nao?”

Nu cuoi hién ra. “Chiing ta da théng. Toi nhin duoc tin cach dAy hai muroi phit. Tham phan da bac bo d& nghi ciia bi don.”
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“That chir?”” Dance hoi, ding dén ngbn ngit teen mdt cach vo thirc.

“Phai.”

Dance dimg ddy, 6m chim By anh that chét. Hai canh tay anh vong ra sau lung c6, &p sat ¢6 vao khudn ngire vam v ctia minh.
Hai nguoi tach nhau ra va cung ly.

“Ernie s trinh bay cdo trang trude béi thim doan sau hai tudn nira. Khong nghi ngd g, ho s& dua ra mot don truy t6. Ho mudn ching ta ¢6 mit tai d6
vao thir Ba, chin gid sang, d€ 1én ké hoach v€ viéc lam chirng, C6 mudn di cha?”

“0, dwong nhién roi.”

ONeil t6i bén lan can. Anh nhin xudng sén sau, chéim cht quan sét mdt cai chudng gi6 Dance da nhit v tir noi ¢d némn6 xubng vao mdt dém ong gio
va mat ngd - cach day chura lau. Nguoi thanh tra im lang,

C6 chuyén gi d6 sép dién ra, Dance ¢6 thé doan chic.

C6 chot thiy hoang hét. Chuyén gi vay? Bénh tat ching?

Hay anh sép chuyén di?

Anh n6i tiép. “Toi dang tu hoi...”

C6 cho doi. Nhip thd trd nén gip gap. Ruou vang trong ly ctia ¢6 Fic I nhur it bién Thai Binh Dwong day song,

“Cudc gip diénra vao thir Ba va t6i khong & ¢6 ¢6 mubn & lai LA thém méy ngay nita hay khong. Chiing ta c6 thé di tham quan. Thir qua mon trimg
Benedict ma ching ta van hy vong cé dip thurong thire. Hay ¢6 thé chiing ta s€ t6i nha hang sushi & Tay Hollywood va quan sat ngudi ta ¢o té vé sanh
diéu. Co6 khi ti con mua mdt cai 4o so mi den nita,” anh dang noi dong dai.

Diéu Michael O°Neil chura bao gior im. Chura bao gio.

Dance chop mét. Tim c6 ddp nhanh nhu di canh ctia con chim rudi dang lo img trén méng 3n méu d6 sdm gin d6. “Toi...”

Anh bat cuoi, d6i vai budng thong xudng. C6 khong thé hinh dung ra ndi vé mét minh dang thé no. “Con mdt chuyén nita t6i doan minh can phai noi.”
“Puge roL.”

“Anne s& ro1 di.”

“Cai gi?”’ ¢0 sitng so.

Khudn miit Michael O*Neil la mdt phire hop ciia cam xtic: hy vong, bét an, dau khd. CO 1& 15 rét nhét 1 hoang mang.

“Cb 4y s& chuyén t6i San Francisco.”

Ca tram cAu hoi tudn ra ddy dp trong dau va ¢b hoi cau thir nhat. “Con bon tré?”

“Chiing s& song véi toi.”

Mot tin chang iy ngac nhién. Khong c6 nguoi b6 ndo tot hon Michae] O’Neil. Va Dance van luon nghi ngy vé ky nang lam me cta Anne, cling nhu vé
khao khat ctia c0 ta muon dam nhiém vai tro do. Tat nhién, 0 hiéu ra tit ca. Cudc chia tay chinh i ngudn gbe dan toi vé mit diy tAm trang ctia O’Neil
& bénh vién. C6 nhé lai d6i mit ctia anh, e d6 that trong rong lim sao.

Anh tlep tuc, ni véi giong rd rang va nhanh cia mjt ngudi timg dua ra nhiéu dyr kién chong vanh - va khong hoan toan thire té. Pan 6ng thudng pham
phai 181 im nay nhiéu hon phu ni. Anh dang ni véi ¢6 ve viéc cac con t6i thim me ching, vé phén tmg tir gia dinh anh va gia dinh Anne, vé nhiing gi

Anne s& lam & San Francisco. Dance gt dau, tp trung chi ¥ vao nhitng 161 anh néi, dong vién, va chi yéu chi dé anh tir noi.

Dance nhanh chong dé y dén nhimg lan nhéc t6i “ngudi chi phong trung bay nay” va mot “ngurdi ban ctia Anne tai San Francisco” va “anh ta”. Suy doan
ma Dance vira dura ra khong thue sir m c6 kinh ngac, cho dil ¢6 rit bat binh v6i nguoi phy nit kia vi da 1m ton thwong O’Neil

Vi anh dang bi ton thiong ning né, bi tan phé, dii nguoi thanh tra van chura hé biét.
Con minh? Dance nghii Minh cam thy thé nio vé chuyén nay?

Sau do, c6 lap tirc dep suy nghil d6 sang mdt bén, tir chdi phén tich né ngay lic nay.



O’Neil dirng nhu mdt cau hoc sinh vira ngd 161 mdi mdt 6 ban gi tdi dy vt hoi ctia ndm Iop tdm C6 hin s& khong ngac nhién néu anh dit hai ban tay
VAo i quan va ctii gim mit xuéng nhin miii doi gidy ctia minh. “Vay nén ti vira moi nghi vé tudn t6i. O lai thém vai ngdy duoc chi?”

Ching ta s& di dén dau tir ddy nhi? Dance nghi. Néu ¢ ¢ thé cii nhin chinh minh, quan sat vdi tur cach mdt nha phén tich ngbn ngir co thé, xem nhing
gico thé’cﬁa cérdang biéu hién thi sa0 nhi" Mot mat, c6 xtic dong sau sac trude tin vira duge bict. Mit khac, o lai than trong nhu mot nguoi linh trong
wing chién sy tién lai gan mot g6i d6 nam bén duodng,

Loi moi thire hién mot chuyén di ciing Michael O’Neil gin nhw khong thé chéi tir.

Déu vy, cAu tré 1o, tat nhién roi, khong thé | dong y. Thir nhat, O*Neil can hién hiru dé quan tim t6i cac con minh, hoan toan, mjt tram phan trim. C6
the bon tré van chura duoc cho biét - va cling chura nén bict vé réc rdi ctia bo me ching vao thoi diém nay. Nhung chéc chin ching da biet gi do. Truc
giac ctia tré nho 1a mdt trong nhitng sttc manh nguyén thity nhat cta tu nhién.

Nhung con mdt 1 do nita khién Dance va O’Neil khong thé chia sé thoi gian riéng tw & Los Angeles.

Va4, that tring hop lim sao, Iy do d6 lai xuét hién dung lic ndy.

“Xin chao,” mdt giong dan 6ng goi vong Ién tir khoanh san bén héng nha.

Dance nhin thing vao mét Michael O*Neil, mim curdi kho xir va goi xudng, “Toi ¢ trén ndy. Pang sau.”

Lai thém tiéng budc chan vang Ién trén cau thang va Jonathan Boling gia nhp cing ho.

Anh mim curdi voi O’ Neil, hai ngudi dan 6ng bét tay. Gidng nhu Dance, anh mic quén jean. Chiéc 40 so'mi b sat ngudi ciia anh c6 niu den, nim dudi
mot cai do gié hiéu Lands’End. Vi khach diting leo nti.

“T6i dén hoi sém.”
“Khong sao.”

O’Neil |z ngudi tinh ¥, va hon thé, 1 nguwdi hiéu biét. Dance c6 thé thy anh hiu ngay ip tirc. Phén (mg dau tién cla ngudi thanh tra B 4y ndy vi da day
¢6 vao tinh thé kho xir.

Doi mit anh dura ra mot 10i xin 161 rét chan thanh.

Con d6i mit ¢6 mdt muc cam doan didu do 1a khong can thiét.

O’Neil cling c6 vé thil vi va danh cho Dance mdt ny cuoi khong khac méiy nu cudi ho da chia s¢ ctng nhau khi ¢6 nghe qua may thu thanh trén xe vao
nam ngodi bai hat Send in the Clowns ctia Sondhein 1] ndi vé nhitng ngudi dang 1€ ¢6 thé trd thanh tinh nhan song duong nhur lai khdng thé dén duoc
voi nhau.

[1. Stephen Joshua Sondheim, nha soan nhac nguoi My.]

Ca hai déu hiéu thoi diém [ tt ca.

Dance binh than n6i, “Jonathan va t6i s& t6i Napa trong dip cudi tuan.”

“Chi 12 mdt cude ty hop nho 6 nha b6 me t6i thoi. Toi lubn thich dua ai d6 di clng dé gay ra tré ngai,” Boling dang giim nhe y nghia ctia chuyén di. Anh
ciing tinh y - anh d thiy Dance va O’Neil ¢ canh nhau - va hiéu minh vira bude chin vao giira mot diéu gi do.

“O trén dy canh rat dep,” O"Neil noi.

Dance nhé anh va Anne da trai qua ky tring nit tai mot nha nghi gin Cakebread Vineyard trong ving san xuit rurou vang,
Liéu ching ta ¢6 thé ban chét nhimg diéu mia mai d6 di dugc khong, m on dy? Dance thAm nghi.

Va ¢6 chot nhin ra khudn mit minh dang d6 bung lén nhu mot c6 gai tré.

O’Neil hoi, “Wes dang & nha bd me ¢ phai khong?”

“Vang”

“T6i s& goi cho cau bé. Toi mudn nhd neo vao lic tam gidr sang mai.”

C0 rit quy anh vi da it 10 hen di cdu ¢4 vi con trai minh, cho du Dance s& khong ¢6 nha con O*Neil 6 rét nhiéu thir phai lo gidi quyét. “Cém on anh.
N6 qua that rat cho doi chuyén cau ca.”

“T6i chun bi nhan duoc ban sao quyét dinh tir L.A. Toi s& giri qua email cho ¢.”



C6 1n6i, “Toi mubn ndi chuyén, Michael. Hay goi cho t61.”

“Tét nhién roi.”

O’Neil hiéu c6 mudn n6i vé anh va Anne ciing nhur cudc chia tay sdp t6i ctia ho, chir khong phai vy an J.Doe.

Con Dance hiéu anh s& khong goi, trong khi ¢ con dang di choi ciing Boling, Anh 1 kiéu ngui nhur thé.

Dance chot thoang cam thiy bi thoi thic - mdt thoi thic rét manh me - muén 6m chim By nguoi thanh tra 1in nita, quang hai canh tay c6 quanh ngudi
anh, va da dinh lam thé. Song du la mbt ngudi chura co méy k¥ néng vé phan tich ngbn ngir co thé, O’Neil ciing 18p trc nhanra y dinh ctia ¢6. Anh quay
ngudi bude toi cau thang. “T6i can di d6n bon tré. Hen di n pizza budi toi. Tam biét, Jon. Va ndy, camon anh vé tat ca sy gitip do. Ching t6i khong thé

giai quyét duoc vu an néu khong c6 anh.”

““Anh ng t0i mt c4i phi higu ddy,” Boling noi, cuoi hét ¢ va hoi Dance ligu minh ¢6 thé mang gitp thir gi xudng xe. C6 chi vao céi tili mua sém dung
day soda, nuéc, banh an vat va dia CD danh cho chuyén chay xe 1én phia bac.

Dance nhan ra c6 dang ap chit ly ruou vang vao nguc trong lic ddi theo O’Neil bt dau di xudng cau thang, C6 tur héi liéu anh c6 ngodi lai khong,
C6, trong gidy lat. Hai ngudi cling chia sé mdt nu cuoi nira, ri anh ra vé.
Ban dang doc truyén Cdy Thdp Ty Ven Duong duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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