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Chuong 1

Gi6 & xtr Badlock 1a thir gi6 quai doc nhat trén doi - ching tir khip moi hudng thdc t6i, hi hét, doi inh inh vao tAm hung rong ctia ngudi khong 16, dut
toc, quat vao mét ngai khién ngai khong sao md mit ndi. Ctr mdi budc chén nhic 1én 1 nhitng con gi6 lai quét vong quanh, bo thit d6i cang dai ciia ngai,
to1 chirng quét ngai ngd khuy.

Phia sau nguoi khong 16, mot dong bang bao la vi day bui rAm bj gi6 san phéing va dat da khong ngimg bi gi6 xdi tung. Ngai va dira tré di cing da phai
mit mot ngay mdt dém mdi di hét vimg dét khong mén khach nay. Ho di tir nhitng riing nii quanh nim tuyét phi, vién quiy dong bang nhur mot birc
turong thanh bén vimg,

Nuoi khong 16 kéo chét chiée 4o thimg cho kin théing bé ngai dang 6m trong tay. Ho dang di méi miét, nhéim huéng mdt Iong chéo nho, noi dy c6 the
thay cay coi lam cho tra an va mit nuée anh én loang loang.

"Tha 18i cho ta, Roland" ngudi khdng 16 rén ri. "Ta khong thé bude thém dugc niva."

"Cha mét rdi, thura cha"" thing bé néi, doan toai ngudi trudn khoi canh tay ngudi khong 16. "Néu dé con tur di thi cha s& budc d& dang hon."
Ngtrmkhong 10 kinh ngac trude tinh thin ca thing bé. Cai tinh nay 14 thira huong tir me né ddy, ngai nght, va chot thiy x4u hd khi nhin Roland van
khong hé nao ning sau cudc hanh trinh cam go rong rd ciia ho. Thu hét stre Iyre, nguoi khdng 16 lai tiép tuc cAt budc, khé nhoc dudn t6i trude trong khi
con trai ngai diing cam lao dao budc bén canh.

"Trong kia!" Roland bt chot hét to. "Con tréng thdy mdt dém sang trong 1ong hd."

"Mt tring d6," nguoi cha im bam

"Khong phai, cha a. Lira do"

Neguoi khong 16 quo tay 1én che nit rdi chép mét. Qua that nhur vy, mdt khoang sang chap chon bén ria long chao. Nhung lim sao ngai i biét cai thir do
¢6 nguy hiém hay khong? Xemra hai cha con kh6 1ong tim duroc sy trg gifp & cai noi tiéu diéu am dam thé nay.

Bit thinh finh, Roland lao nhur thé ban v& phia trude. Cau ludn c6 thién huéng dam dau vao nhitng gi kich thich tri td md ctia cau.
"Khoan!" nguoi khong 16 goi git.

Nhung Roland, v6i d6i canh tay giang rong nhu 6m lAy gi6, da vurot Ién trude, xuyén qua nhimg kn gid xoay xody, buron ba vé phia vat cdy va bién mit
khoi tam nhin.

Khlnglrmkhong 16 16 budc t6i 1ong chao, ngai thiy con trai dang chuyén trd tiu tit voi mot thing bé do chimg 10 tL101, toc trangla ky. Thangbe la gio
cy dén 16i bic 1én dé nhin cho 1 cai than hinh dang dimg stmg sting noi miéng long chio, va ngudi khdng b dé y thiy do6i mét mau tim cia thing bé.
Yéu tinh, ngudi khong 16 nghi. N6 dinh gios phép ranh méinh gi ra v6i cha con minh day?

"Roland, lai d4y" ngudi khong 16 ra 1énh, bude gin hon t6i hai thing bé.

Dot nhién khong biét tir dau, mot ngudi khdc xuét hién trong vong anh sang ctia ngon dén, mdt thanh nién cao 16n, toc den nhanh nhu 1ong qua, khoac 4o
ching ciing mau den bong,

"Pimg so" ngudi thanh nién o den ndi, "Owain toc tring khong phai yéu tinh d4u. Cau Ay da ling kiém hai nguoi sudt nhidu thang nay roi".

"Tim ta?" d6i mét ctia ngudi khong 16 nheo hip lai.
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Chi Ia Otus Yewbeam phai khong?" cau bé la hoi.
"D laténta".

Thang bé cti chao thét sat. "Tim thdy chi chau vui suong qua di mét. Khong ai biét chi da di dau. Mai m6i c6 mot ba Fo cling lang véi chi, vao lic sip
chét, khong con so bi trimg phat, méch cho chau biét chi va con trai dang bi mot hiép simic dd toan mau xanh 14 ciy cAm ti."

"Bé tude Harken." Nguoi khong 16 khit miii khinh bi,

"Nhung anh d tron thoat r6i," ngudi thanh nién 4o den noi.

"L& ra ching chau phai ctiru chit" Owain n6i, "nhung chii bi canh phong nghiém ngit qua.

Roland, ndy gio' ctr nhdy Ién nhay lemg loi choi vi khodi chi, khong thé nén cai tin nay lau thém duoc nia, lién bt ra, "Owain 13 anh ho ctia con d6 cha,
con ngai day," no chi ngurdi thanh nién 4o den, "la bac Tolemeo".

Ngudi khong 16 nhiu may, "L& ndo ddy I that".

Telemeo dap, "Ching ta hiy vao hén trong Iong chéo di hiing, & d6 ndi chuyén d& dang hon." Tir e gip nhau dén gid ho toan hét va giong, khong sao
biéu 16 duge tinh cam ndng 4m vi gié ctr chém phat 16i ho ma tung hé 1én troi.

Ngai Tolemeo din duong, theo sau ki Owain, cdy dudc rimg ruc trong tay n6 chiéu vao déi 4o ching ciia ngii Tolemeo khién né cho séng 16e 1én nhing
mau sac bién 4o, thoat xanh da troi song dong, chuyén qua xanh Ia cay, roi lai toi mau tim sam

Anh ta méic 40 1ong chim, nguroi khong 16 nghi, bét gide mot ndi sor hi mor ho thn én, chay doc khéip thén thé ngai. Nhung ta tuyét nhién dimg mong
cho ho 1a nguroi binh thirong, bai vi ho 13 con cai ctia Vua Do, giong nhur Amoret vo yéu ctia ta cling 1a mdt ngudi con ctia nha vua vi dai nay.

Tét ca di xubng cum d4 tang dudi day 1ong chao. Khi da an toa trén mdt phién d4 rong, ngudi khong 16 hoi, "Cac vi c6 biét tin tirc gi vé& vo t6i khong?"
Ngai khong nhan duge cau tra 16i ngay. Owain nhin gim xudng dat. Hinh nhur thiing bé toc tring ndy bat gidc hoang hit va e dé.

"Thir 18 cho t6i, anh &," ngai Tolemeo 16i ling, "nhung theo t6i thiy thi anh khong giéng ngwdi khdng 16 Em."

"Phai ddy," Owain bt cuoi anh 16t. "Chau ludn tuong twong céi ddu khong 16 khudt han trong méy co."

Ny Otus mim cudi bao dung, "Toi khong phai B ngurdi khong 16 that sur, miic di 01 xuét than tir dong ngudi khong 6. Cha toi cao tan hon hai si, Toi
chi cao bang hai phin ba 6ng dy thoi. Cac em trai t6i thdm chi con nh6 hon toi. C6 1€ hau sinh ctia nguoi khong 16 bong t6i s& c6 kich thude binh throng
hon." Néi doan ngai liéc nhin Roland, sau do thiic giuc tha thiét, "Lam on n6i cho t6i bict di, cac ngudi ¢ tin tirc gi vé vo cuia toi khong?"'

Nigai Tolemeo voi nhin xudng. Cai thoang nhin vai khong kim ndi ctia anh khién trai tim ctia ngudi khong 16 hut mét mot nhip.
"Lam on n6i cho t6i di," Ngai Otus gim vang "Cho dii 12 tin xAu nhét."
"Vo ciia ngii dén chd anh trai clia ba dy, Amadis..." ngdi Tolemeo bét dau.

"Biét rdi, biét r6i," ngudi khdng 16 cit ngang " Toi d& nghe n6i ring ba tude Harken dang muru dd tr6 lai. Toi tudng ba Ay s& an toan khi & chd Amadis
chtr. Ba ay cho Guong Than do cha, 1a nha vua, ché ra va ba ay da ding n6 d¢... chu du." Ngai Otus nhin nhitng gwong mét dang dom minh tran tran.
C6 vé nhu ho khong ngac nhién. "Cac nguoi bict vé Guong Than a?"

"Chiing t0i biét," ngai Tolemeo x4c nhan. "Va ching toi con biét n6 1 vat ma Harken rét thém nudn."

Miéng ngudi khong 16 xéch ra thanh mdt nu cudi cay déng " Tuy b:él tudc Harken 1a thdy bua nhung hén thémthuéng tht ca moi thir do 9ha cta anh [Am
ra hodc s6 hiru. Bon ching, Harken voi doi quan quy Iin va con do cua han da bao vay nha ching t6i. Amoret da ¢ mang con chay tron cing voi minh,
ba ay nghi Guong Thén s& dua ca hai me con cing di, nhung khong hiéu sao n6 lai khong 6 tic dung v6i Roland. Thang bé roi tom vao vong tay t6i khi
me nd bien mat. May phit sau, Harken x6ng vao nha ching t6i va bat hai cha con t6i di. Chiing day bon t0i t6i xtr Badlock nay va sudt hai ndm nay bon
61 bi giam tai mot trong v s6 toa thap cua hin. Cach day ba ngay t6i da ha guc tén quy lin hung ¢ mang d6 an dén cho bon t61, va trong khi han con
dang choang vang vai cti da cua toi thi Roland thong thai da day han vao ti, khda cira lai."

"Xong rdi chau cdi ddy troi cho cha," Roland tiép Ioi." Ching da khong biét k chéu d trd nén 16n manh nhur vay, chir néu biét thi ching ciing xich chau
vao tuong nhu cha chiu roi."

Nguoi khong 10 bé thoc con trai kén 6m vao g minh, "Bon t6i da di miét tir hom do6 t6i nay, nhung thir gi6 déng nguyén riia ndy kim niu budc chin bon
t01. Néu bon t61 CQ thé ra duoc bo bién va k}'ém dugce thuyen thi sém mudn bon tdi cling tim duoc vo va me. Toi nghe ndi anh vo ctia t6i, Amadis, c6 toa
Jau dai tuyét dep nam trén mdt hon ddo o bién Tay."

Bau thinh king tiép theo sau o binh luAn nay sau thim dén do tuong chimg nhur né ki mot cai vire den hun hit m tim tri ctia ngudi khong 16 khong mudn
cham toi.



"N6i cho t6i biét di," ngai thi thao.
"Vo anh da chét rdi," ngai Tolemeo noi rau rAu. "Owain s& ké cho anh nghe phén con lai boi vind da c6 miit tai do."

Roland viii du vio ¢6 cha, b vai n6 run rdy theo timg con nic thim. Dang Iy ra ta nén biét trude viée nay, ngi Otus nghi. Lam sao ta ddmhy vong
minh s& né trdnh duoc sy that? "Ké dil" ngai giuc.

Owain tyt khoi tang da dang ngdi v trao cdy dude cho ngai Tolémo. Xong ciu chic hai tay lai v6i nhau, nhin thing vao mét nguoi khong 16 va bt dau.
"Tat ca 1 do bac Borlath ctia chéu, anh ca ciia vo chii. Han chi d biét réng béc ta 1 mdt trong nhimg dng minh ctia Harken. Bac ta da tim thiy hon
dao ctia cha chau va lAu dai mi cha chau da xdy. Nguoi ta néi do 1 toa u dai ki diéu nhét trén doi. Borlath mudn chiém toa iu dai. Bac ta xua linh
danh thug t6i bao vay nha chau, nhat quyét lim cho nha chau phai chét d6i, nhung cha chéu c6 kha niing ndi chuyén dugc véi thi vit nén 6ng da goi soi,
doi, chim va chugt dén. Lii chudt ddc biét hitu ich khi da an hét sach kho luong ctia Borlath. Mia dong ti, bon lich dénh thué trér nén bt méin, doi bo di,
va do ciing 14 khi Borlath str dung dén tai phép kinh hoang ctia bac ta. Chéu thiy minh roi vao gjita tran chién - ira tir tay bac ta phut ra. "Owain gio hai
ban tay Ién, cing rong nhitng ngdn tay dé minh hoa. "Chi trong mot gidy ma mdt vong lira di bao vy ching chiu. Cha chau dit chau xudng dat va thét

to: 'Chay di Owain. Hay chay nhanh hét stre t6i cai giéng va ching nao cha goi thi con m6i dugc ra'. "[hé 1 chau chay. Va trong khi chay chau ngude Ién
thay mdt cai guong sang choi dang bay vé phia minh, thé 14 chau chup Iy, chiu nghe vang ving tir xa, rat xa tleng 6 Amoret goi: "Nhé dwa Guong Than
cho con trai ¢d'. Sau d6 chau xudng giéng ngay, c6 con qua clia chau di cling, N6 I ban chau ma, chii biét ddy, va chéau ndi dugc ngdn ngit ciia nb.

"Tir sau dudi giéng, bon chau, tirc 1 chéu va con qua Eing nghe. Bon chau nghe théy tiéng kéu thét, tiéng khoc rén, tiéng gurom khua, dao chém, tiéng
gian giao d6 sap. Chau ngiri thdy mii lira, va mii con t& hon ca ra". Owain ngudc doi nit sang ngdi Ién trdi, ngue cau phap phong Ién xudng nhur thé
dang chat vét Iy hoi. Ngii Tolemeo dat mdt ban tay 1én vai cau, va cau bé ké tiép. "Ri bdng nhién moi thir déu im bit, im nhur t0, va chau biét cha s&
khong bao gior goi chau ra nita; chau biét chau s& khong bao gi nghe duroc tiéng ciia cha. Thé 1a chau tur chui Ién khoi giéng. Ho da chét. Tat ca moi
ngll.(‘),i."

Miéng ctia ngudi khong 16 ha hdc ra, nhung tiéng khéc cdm nghen trong ¢ hong ngai. Roland quay d4u nhin simg vao Owain. N&i kinh hai da hit kho
dong nude niit ciia no.

Owain néi kh&, "lic chau chui ra thi troi dang d6 tuyét, nhimg birc trdng Au dai sang 16a 1én nhu thity tinh, sang dén ndi chéu khong thé nhin thdy nait
minh trong do".

"P6 [ thay phép ra tay," ngai Tolemeo d& loi. "Ngai la ban cta cha t61, ngai Mathonwy. Ngai phai nhimg dam miy tuyét t6i dap tht ira. Nhung su chi
vién ctia ngai dén qué tré nén da khong ctru duoc Amadis va Amoret. Khi sy viée ndy xay ra thi t6i dang & Toledo, thanh phd ciia me to1."

Owain chyp Iy ban tay ctia ngii Tolemeo. "Chéiu da giri con qua ctia chéu t6i tim bac Tolemeo, ké tir ngiy bac 4y dén I bon chéu d di tim chi t6i tan
homnay". Cau tho tay vao 4o choang ctia minh va rit ra mot chiéc gurong Iong trong khung kim loai quy. Guong Than sang dén ndi nhur ¢6 anh mit troi
chiéu thang vao mét ho.

Neudi khong 16 tho hdc, quay mit di. "Amoret", ngai ko thao.

Ngai Tolemeo Jy tim guong tir Owain va dét vao hai tay nguoi khong 16. "Hay cdm Ky Guong thin ndy, Otus Yewbeam ," ngai nghiém giong. "Anh
da mét vo nhung anh van con con trai."

Ngudi khong 16 dinh dép lai thi ngai Tolemeo bat thin quay got, hai 16 miii n loe ra, mt quéc Ién canh giéi. "Ching sép dudi kip bon ta," ngai thét to.
"T6i chang nghe thiy gi ca" ngudi khong 16 néi.

"Cing véy thoi". Ngai Tolemeo lang Roland 1én vai. "Chiing ta chi con mit thodng nita thoi". Ngai bat dau sai bude quanh bo hd. "Otus, nhanh lén.
Ching dén d6"

Ngudi khong 16 dimg day, ap Guong Thén vao nguc. Ngai nguée nhin lén miéng long chéo, qua that, bon ching kia, mbt hang bong den dai dang len oi
qua nhirng thn cdy. Tleng rong giong mili, ding duc noi kén, xody thdc vo 16 tai ngudi khong 16 khi | quy in ctia Harken bat du tran xuong bd déc.
Nhitng d6i mét ti hi An cai mornnguech ngoac dinh khuat vao cai mili khoam nhu cyc thit thi k. Tt ca bon ching mic yém gidp sit xép vy, miu Xam
xit che bd ngye va doi mii sét chop cao, trong 16 bich dé gidu c4i dau gb budu. Khi giéi ching mang theo gdm dii cui, thrrong, gido va nhing cdy gidng
n4 chét ngudi. Péng sao ching B mdt d4m quan gdm ghiée, khong phai quy Iin ciing khong phéi nguoi.

Ngudi khdng 16 vot chay. Di chan dai ctia ngai d& dang phong qua khoi nhitng cum dé 1om chom bén thanh hd. O phia trude, ngai con kip thiy grong
it nho xfu ctia Roland 16 ra khéi vai ngai Tolemeo ngodi nhin lai. "Chay di, cha, chay mau'" chii bé goi to.

Tiéng rong cta Iii quy lin tran Iip long chao. P4 va thurong phong rio rio xudng tir di moi hudng, gidr thi ngudi khdng 10 biét ho da bi vay kin.

"Ba tudc dang ndi gian" mot giong khan khat rdng vang, "Ngai da trimg phat tao vi may trdn théot, Otus Yewbeam Nén bay gi dén Iuot tao trimg phat
may".

Nguoi khong 10 nhan ra d6 1 Ngén Céi D, dau so doi linh canh ctia Harken. Hin to xéc hon nhitng dira khéc, v6i bd mit xam ngoét nhur xéc chét,
nhung dac diém khién han ndi bat Ién tat ca Ia ngdn cai trén ban tay phai - to xi, umau, che be, rong hon ca long ban tay han.

Ngai Otus né mjt hon da bén ra tir b giang na ctia Ngon Cai Di.



"Guong thin, cha" Roland hét. "Ding Guong Thin dé tw ctru minh di cha. Chéc chéin me da mong wéc didu d6"".

Ngai Tolemeo dimg chay, ngodi goi lai "Ding vay, Otus. Hay dua Guong Thin cho ching, Véy s& lam chim bude ching, Toi s& ctru con trai anh,
nhung anh phai tu lo lay."

"Hay ctru Roland" ngurdi khong 10 thét. Ngai thay Guong Thén Ién troi cao. Tt ca nhitng c4i it quy lin ddng loat nghén 1én kinh hai va chét tran khi
vong anh sang roi cudng cudn xubng dat, phat ra nhiing tia sang chéi 16i xuyén qua nhitng d6i mét yéu 6t ciia ching, lam miét ching Ioa trong mot thoang,

Mot ﬁéng ra dau don va dién cudng bung 1én. Guong Thén rét phach tring chédn Ngon Cai Di. Hin c6 thé cam nhén sire ning ctia Guong Than nhung
khong thé nhin thay no.

"Tambiét, Otus!" Ngai Tolemeo goi.

Neudi khong 16 quay lai.

Ngai Tolemeo dang bay 1én khoi mit dat, voi Roland va Owain tom chét ly hai tay ngai. Cao Ién, cao 1én nira. Khi ho bay qua long chao, tAm 4o ching
16ng chim tung phéan phat quanh ho, trong khi nit nurée hd den bi quat gon song theo lan gio. Khi ho bay 1én khoi nhitng ngon céy vién quanh 1o, hai cai
canh x0e ra phia sau ngai Tolemeo. Ngai lr6t khong khi phing phéng, ndm ngang ra nhu ngudi dang boi dong thoi véi doi canh quat mot cach trang nha
trén linh. C6 € ngai 1 con chim to 16n nhat tirg bay qua bau troi day sao, d6 1a chura tinh t6i hai than hinh nho xfu dang bam lay nguc ngai.

MOt nu curdi méin nguyén gidin ra trén gurong mat ngai Otus Yewbeam, va trong nhitng nam thang dai ¢6 doc vé sau ndy, nu cuoi d6 thinh thoang van kip
di lap lai biét bao lan mdi khi ngudi khong 16 hoi twdng lai khoanh khic y.

Lii quy lin d& hdi phuc thi | gidc. Ching lao xudng hd, vung dui cui, gam g chiri ria. Nguoi khong 16 biét c6 chay ciing vo ich. Nigai thdy Ngon Cai Di da
nhit Guong Than Ién. Rudt cudc thi cai bong s& ¢6 duge vat ma han mudn.

Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Va Cdi Bong Xir Badlock dwoc ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 2
Kién hang trong tang hAm
"E, tui méo dep!"

Trong hanh lang nhé s6 9, dudng Filbert, ¢6 mdt théng nhoc dtmg & chén ciu thang, Trong n6 vira gy gudc vira quéit queo. Cao md téc ndu nhat rdi bu
x0a trudc mat, nd the udi ra. "Nhiing con meo hira! Ngudi ta goi tui bay nhu thé d6 phai khong?"'

Ba con meo dang ngdi trén giong cau thang phia trén chiéu nghi, quic mét dom xubng, Minh ching khoac nhitng bo 16ng ruc r&: mau dong, mau cam va
méu vang. Con mau cam it khé én; con mau vang gio chan trudc xde rd nhimg mong vudt nguy hiém; con mau dong gir én mot tiéng day de doa.

"Sao tui bay khong thich tao? Tao thong minh hon tui bay. Cir chd di'" thing bé gio nim dam én, "rdi c6 ngay tui bay s& phai hdi han'.

Canh cira dang sau né xich md va mot giong choi 16i cat 1én "Eric, may dang im gi d6?"

"Lai xemnay".

Hai ngudi phu nit bude vao hanh lang. Néu nhu khong ¢ hai muoi ndim céch bigt gitra ho thi chédc hén k ho giéng nhau y ddc. Ca hai déu cao Ion, mit
den, vdi cai miéng nho lic nao cling mim lai va cai miii dai nhon hoat. C6 diéu, trong khi toc ba nay trang nhur mau ctia khuc xwong thi toc ba kia den nhur
canh qua.

"Nhin ki..a..a!" Eric chi Ién chd ba con mo.

Nguoi phu nir gia phit ra mbt tiéng gir dc tit trong c6 hong. "Chiing lam gi & day? Tao da cAm tiét ching r6i ns."

Ngudi phu nit tré hon, me ké ctia Eric, ttm Iy ban tay n6 gidt xéch lai, "Tao da bao miy khong bao gios dwoc lai gan Iii thi d6 m."

"Con lai gﬁn tui n6 hdi ndo" Eric ¢ai. "Con & day con tyi nd 6 trén d6 chir bo. Vi lai tui nd dau cd cén con'.

"C#n chir sao khong" ba di ghé van lai. "Ching 1 thi hoang”

"Véi tréi tim bao," ba chi dé thém vao. Xong cét cao giong muy ta goi 4m Ién, "Charlie! Charlie Bone, ra ddy ngay."
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Mot canh cira trén Ju bat mo, va thoang cai, mot thing bé toc bi xii nhoai ngudi qua lan can. Con meo vang budc di t6i gin ciu va co cai dau vo canh
tay cau. Hai con meo khac nhay xuong chiéu nghi va cling ca vong tron quanh chin cau.

"Gi véy, n6i?" Charlie vira vubt diu con méo vang vira ngap.

"D uwoi chay thiy!" ba ndind cAm can. "May van con ngi 42"

"Péu c6" Charlie byc bdi dap lai. "Chau dang Am bai tp vé nha".

"May da cho [imeo v nha phai khong?"

"Ching khong gy hai gi dau" Charlie ni.

"Gay hai thoi 47" d6i mit den ctia ndi Bone tron Ién gian dit. "Chiing 1 1 thi nguy hiém nhat thanh phd ndy, mau dudi ching ra".

"Xin 161 nha Nhan mi". Charlie nhic con méo vang ra khoi thanh giéng, "Xin 16i nha Durong Curu v6i Sur Tir" n6 néi véi i méo dang von quanh chan né.
"N6i Bone bao cac ban phai di di".

Cho dui cach phéat &m hay kiéu nha chir cta Charlie khong o rang nhung xemra It meo biét chinh xac n6 dang n6i gi. Ching di theo Charlie v6 phong
ngu cua Charlie, khi Charlie mé ctra s0, ching nhdy ra, ttrng con mdt chuyén qua canh cay dé tho vo sat bau cura.

"Hen gip cac ban ¢ quan ca phé Tha Kiéng nha". Charlie goi v6i theo khi nhitng con méo lira nhay xudng via hé. Ching dong thanh meo lén mot tiéng,
nhat loat phong di khién cho mt con chd bén kia duong ding sting lai.

Charlie mim cuoi, dong cira sb lai. Quay tré ra chiéu nghi, n6 thiy ba ndi, ba c¢6 Venetia va Eric van con dang dimg nhin chim chim lén.

"Ching di ri 42" ni Bone hach hoi.

"Da, ndi" Charlie ué oai.

Vira liic thi ngudi phu nit thir ba xult hién tir phong khéch. Nét mit gdc canh va bii toc x4m to su khién nhin v0 ai ciing chéic chén ba ndy c6 lién hé méu
mi voi hai ba kia. Piing V?y that, day 1a ba cd Eustacia ctia Charlie. Mu ta khé n¢ 6m mdt vat hinh chit nhat, dep, boc trong gidy mau nau. Vat do dai
chirng mét rudi va rong gan mot mét.

Charlie thira biét i cho n6 ¢6 Ién tiéng hoi vé kién hang d6 thi cling chang ich chi. Thé ndo cau tra 101 cling s la khong phai viéc ctia nd. Nhung n6 c6
thé doan dugc vat do 1 cai gi. Trong bung nd bdng ndi Ién ndi phén khich khong sao kim nén ndi.

"May ngd cai gi?" ba cd Eustacia gim gir Charlie.
"Di lam bai tdp ngay" ndi Bone ra Iénh.
Cai miéng mong quet cta Eric nhéch ra thanh mdt nu cudi thit kho chiv. "Tam biét, Charlie Bone!"

Charlie chéng thém dép lai. N6 tré vo phong va dong cira lai tao ra mdt tiéng sam 6 to. Nhung rdi thi, Fing king hét sirc, nd md cira ra, he hé chit thoi.
N6 nuén biét cai gi dang dién ra véi mon do ma ba o Eustacia khiéng toi. RS rang d6 phai 1a mot burc tranh.

b hai ndm trdi qua ké tir ngiy Charlie phét hién ra tai phép di thirong cia minh. Caindy ma nd tir dung nghe thay nhimg giong ndi phat ra tir mjt birc
hinh. D¢ rdi i nhitng nim thing sau sy kién d6 Charlie thay minh chu du vo hinh chup, ni chuyén véi nhitng ngudi da chét hang bao nam tru6e. Sy viée
turong tur cting dién ra khiné tap trung nhin vo tranh v&: n6 ¢6 thé gap nhitng d6 vét trong nhing birc vé cd, gip ca nhitng con nguoi da song cach day
nhiéu the ky. Thudng thi Charlie ¢b tranh nhitng truong hop nhur vay - di vo qua khir 13 mdt chuyén, rdi khoi d6 1a chuyén khéc. Mot hay hai lin n6 da
may man thoat ra duoc.

Cha hiéu sao m céi vat hinh chir nhat boc gidy nhéin nhim mau ndu kia lai khudy dong trf o mo ctia Charlie dit doi. N6 4p tai vo khe cira, Fing nghe.
"Sao ¢6 lai mang no t6i day, ta khong thé trdng trong diroc, " tiéng ba ndi n vy ran ra vi gin di.

"T6i da n6i v6i chi rdi," ba c6 Eustacia rit chit. "Tang hAm nha t6i bj Am w6t”

"Thé thi treo n6 én tuong”

"T61 khong thich vay"

"Vay thi demnd cho..."

"Ay dirng nhin t6i thé" ba ¢ Venetia giély nay. "N6 khién t6i ron toc gay"

"Mu ta bét t6i phai nhdn" ba ¢ Eustacia cau kinh. "Con me Tilpin d6 khong phai 1a ngudi cho ta cdico"



Charlie su}'It nghen th("r.q N6 chua hé nghe ndi dénmu Tilpin ké tir dao d6. Co thdimu ta 1 ¢d gido day nhac kha xinh dep dugc goi 1a c6 Chrystal, nhung
chura ai thay mét muy ké tir nay muy bi 1§ chin tudng 1a phu thiy.

"Bon ho con lau moi gitr nd ¢ trudng ba ¢6 Eustacia re ré iép. "Ngay ca Ezekiel ciing canh gidc véin6. Lio bao nd danh cip y nghi ctia o, né hit y
nghi ctia [3o nhur nam chdm... Chinh miéng 130 ndi vay day"

"Joshua Tilpin 14 nam cham'"" Eric chen vo.

Di ghé ciia n6 khdy ra mot tiéng curoi kho khde "Hir! Con trai ctia phi thity. Ciiing mdt giudc ca thoi."

T6i ddy thi ca ba ba gia ciing tranh nhau n6i mdt e, Charlie chang thé phan biét duoc ba ndo noi céi gi, nhung hinh nhur B cudi ciing ndi Bone phéi dong
¥ cho phép birc tranh, hay bét ké no6 1a cai gi, duoc cat dudi ting him nha muy. Néi cho ngay, d6 khong phai la tang ham cua mu, boi vi mu chia chung
ngbi nha ndy véi ong cdu ctia Charlie, 6ng cdu Paton. Charlie va ba ngoai n6, ngoai Maisie, duoc phép song chung ¢ day cho t6i khi ba me Charlie di
nghi tuan trang mat lan thir hai vé, va khi "Géc Kim Cuong’, nha ctia ba me nd, duoc stra xong,

Thé 2} bt dau mot xau chudi nhimg tiéng lich kich, lup bup 10i t6i nhitng tiéng it gong, c6 & 1 khi birc tranh durgc khiéng xudng ting hdm. Cubi cling,
ctra ting hAm dong lai, sau d6 thém modt hdi ban cai, Am rdm va lach cach nita thi ndi Bone cling hai ba em voi Rirc rdi khoi nha.

Charlie rang cho ¢ trong phong 16 cho t6i khi nghe tiéng tt ca moi i nguoi ném vo chiéc xe clia ba co Eustacia. Thém vai tiéng nd may hut ciing mot tiéng
i s6 xe cdi ret, dinh 6¢ nita thi chiéc Ford gia nua lio dao lao xudng duong,

C6 doi cho nam phit nita trdi qua, Charlie Ién ra khoi phong va di xubng iu. Xudng t6i tang hAmno thy cira da khoa. Hén la Charlie biét tit ca chia
khoa duge cat & dau. N6 di vo nha bép, kéo ghé cip sat cai til dung chén dia. Dtng kiéng chan hét ¢, né vai iy céi hii méu xanh da troi trang tri hinh
nhiing con ¢4 vang,

"Con lam g mé leo Ién d6?" mdt giong nbi cat Ién.

Charlie khyng lai. Chiéc ghé chong canh. Charlie hét kén hét hon. C6 g théing béng. N6 da khong nhén thiy ngoai Maisie dang hi hti quan 4o ra khoi
miy gidt & goc bép.

"Ngoai Maisie, ngoai theo ddi con a?" Charlie dan dbi.
Ngoai Maisie dtmg thing ngudi Ién. "Ta con nhiéu viée hay hon dé lm, cau tré a."

Ba ngo‘ai cua Charlie khéc hin ndi Bone mt trf)i rpcf)t vuc. Ngoai Maisie khong cao hon Charlie Ia miy, lai dang phdi danh vat véi van dé giam can. Giit
chan dau bép ctia gia dinh thi viéc ndy khong hé d€ dang ti nao.

"Hirm, ba tur hoi tai sao con lai oy mily céi chia kho d6?" gwong mit tron xoe ciia ngoai Maisie trong rét téu khi ba im mit nghiém. Thém chi nhiu may
cling Ia ca co gang doi voi ba. "Pirng choi nhé. O trén d6 du c6 gi khac khién cho con quan tam"

"Con nghi ba ¢6 Eustacia vira m6i mang mt birc tranh t6i cit dudi ting hAm'"

"Mu ta cit & d6 thi sao?"

"Con...om, con chi muén...ba &, nhin né mdt cai. Charlie tom voi cai hii hinh ¢ vang va 16i ra mot chiéc chia khoa to phanh, gi sét.
Ngoai Maisie Fic dau. "Khong phai y hay d4u, Charlie."

"Sao vy ngoai?" Charlie ddy céi hii vo chd cii va nhay xudng khoi ghé.

"Con biét bon ho réi’ con gi' ngoai Maisie nghiém nghi. "My ba ¢6 nha Yewbeam dé uén luon tim canh phinh Ira con. B con nghi bon ho khong biét
con s& bi dy phai xuong nhin xem...nd [ gi u?"

"Ho khong biét con da nghe trom dau, ngoai Maisie."

"Hir!" ngoai Maisie im bam. "Pam bao ho biét chir sao khong."

Charlie van vé chiéc chia khoa trong nhitng ngén tay. "Con chi mudn nhin bén ngoai xem hinh thit n6 thé ndo thoi. Con khong boc gidy boc ra dau."
"Khong u? Coi ndy, Charlie, ba me con dang xem ¢4 voi & dau kia thé gioi. Néu c6 gi xay ra voi con thi ba biét an ndi thé nao...?"

"Se ch';mg ¢ gi xdy ra cho con dau'. Trude khi ngoai Maisie kip n6i thém 1 ndo thi Charlie d xang xai budc ra khoi nha bép, di doc theo hanh lang
xuong tang hdm Chiéc chia khé xody c4i mot trong 6 khoa - d& dén ngac nhién. Nhung ngay khi canh ctra thip mo ra, Charlie bong cd cam g1ac chic
chin rang s€ co gi d6 xay ra voi minh. Khong nghi ngo gi no ¢6 thé cam thay mdt ¢t giat nhe nhung dirt khodt, hit nd xudng cai cau thang gb kéu cot
két, va xudng, xudng nita, cho t6i khi nd dimg trong bong t6i lanh 1o ctia ting hAm.

G6i hang da duoc dung tyra vo turdng, gitta mdt tim dém cii va mdt bd coc treo mén gi gi sét. Charlie khong chéc, nhung hinh nhu nd nghe thay c6 mdt



tiéng dong nhe tir bén dudi Iop gidy boc nhau nhi phat ra.

"Khong thé nao!" Charlie tim By toc. Didu ndy trude ddy chua bao gio xdy ra. Pang I& nd phai thay it ngudi trurde 16i moi nghe thiy am thanh chi.
Nhung tiéng dong ndy vong t6i tir c4i gi ngoai tim mit n6. Khi né nhich vé phia goi hing, mot tiéng rit 101 vut qua tai n.

"Gi6 chic?"" Charlie viron mot tay ra.

Khi né vira cham vo thi I6p gidly boc lién kéu loat soat. Nguyén ca kién hang dot nhién séng dong han Ién va Charlie lrdng ly. Nhung cai gidy nghi ngai
d6 1ap tirc bi lan at boi tri to mo dang bbe ngin ngut trong no, thé 14 n6 bt dau xé toac gidy goira. Nhimg manh gidy bay toc 1én khong, duoc nang d&
boi nhitng ngén tay ludng cudng ctia Charlie, roi mot thir gié bat tyr nhién, d6 ai biét tir dau thdi ra.

Birc tranh tham tri khong can phai doi dén lic duoc mo 16 hét ra. Lau trude khi nhimg chd goc duge g gidy boc, mdt khung canh ron nguoi bt ddu
thim vo tang hdm dmu. Sao lai c6 sy viée nhur thé ndy xay ra? Charlie hoang mang, N6 chd doi cai cam giéc 1on nhao quen thuje von thudng trin 4p nd
khi di chu du v0 tranh anh. Viéc nay chura tirmg ¢6. N6 ngy dai nhin khi nhitng bire trong gach clia tAng him bi nudt chlrng boi mjt khung canh nii non
& déng xa. Nhirng ngon thip cao, den thui xudt hién & can canh; mot ngon thap s vo gin dén ndi Charlie co the ngiri thiy mii réu 4m bam trén nhung
birc twong. Nhimng sinh Vit xau xi c6 vy chay lp xtp trén mt thép, dirmg khung lai mdt thoang, ngd tran trbi vo Charlie bang nhitng d6i nit lip loe
nguy hiém

Chéc 13 a0 anh, Charlie tir nhi. N6 vron tay ra... Va cham vo céi séng lung ¢ gai cimg nhu stmg ctia mot trong nhitng con vat mau den tréng nhu con
coc d6. "Aa!" nhay phét ra khoi con vat, Charlie trirot chan ngd bat ngira. Bén dudi kg n6 thiy soi d4 lan san dinh ¢6 tron nhy, miu den xam. Phia
trén no i nhimg dam may miu tim trdi vit vit qua bau trdi méu tro, xung quanh nd gié thét gio va dam sam sap, hi hét va tho dai.

"Vay la minh d4 dén noi d6" Charlie dtmg day phii lung, "Cho dii noi d6 1 noi dau"

Gitta nhitng chip nghi chdp nhodng, khi gi6 chi con rén ri, Charlie ¢6 thé nghe thiy tiéng nhitng budc chin ning né va nhimg tiéng n6i duc nhé nhé. "N6
& ddy. Tao c6 thé ngiri thdy mii ctia nd" mot cai giong ndi rd rét lén.

"N 1a ctia tao." Céi giong nay nhon nhét hét nhur nirde trong bdn chita diic sét bt chén do. "Tao biét cach bt nd".

"Ngon Cai Dj biét" mot dan ddng thanh chdi tai, ding duc tiép theo sau.

Charlie It vong qua toa thap, nip khi tiéng chan budc rAmrd to1 gan. Xemra khong c6 cira s6 trong toa nha nay va Charlie vira moi chot nghi ring clra
16n cling khong cé udn thi bat ngd, n6 bi tom ngang thit lung rdi bi nhic bong 1én khong. Mot ndm tay khong 16 up vo miéng nd va mot giong ghé sat tai
16, thi thao, "C4u bé, mang séng ctia mi phu thude vao syr im king ctia mi."

Chodng soc va 4 khau, Charlie b troe dénh du gt I qua mdt cénh cira dé md rdi duoc dat xudng. N6 théy minh ¢ trén bac thip nhét ctia mot day cau
thang da hinh xoan 6c huéng di Ién cho t6i khi bién mét vo bong toi.

"Lén di" giong ndi d6 thi thao, "nhanh hét strc d6i ban chin mi co thé"

Charlie leo Ién nhitng bac thang d4, tim dap loan xa. Lén, léq va lén ﬁép, lglf)ng bao gio dung lai cho t6i khi no 61 mit cg'lnh ctra ¢ bac trén cing, Charlie
day ctra m& va bude vo can phong phia bén kia. Mot ctra s6 hep, cao tr6 trén trdng toa ra thir anh sang u sau xudng do dac ko teo bén du6i, mbt cai
girong dai nhat Charlie tirng thay, mdt céi ban cao nhat, cai ghé cao nhat, va....I¢ nao d6 Ia mot chicc thuyen, treo trén trdng? N6 quay phat lai khi cha
nhan clia can phong khom ngudi chui qua ram dd ctra budce vo, dong cira, khoa lai.

Charlie tréng thiy mot nguoi khong 16 hodc mot ngudi gan g10ng khong 16 nhit ma n6 timg thiy. Toc clia ngii dy tréing nhur cude, cudn lai thanh bui phia
sau dAu, va mdt chom rau cau ky trang nhur tuyét, dai xudng gin chim thét hrng, Ngai nic 4o vai thd bén trong, bén ngoai choang a0 gi-Ié bang da va
quan len mau ndu bude tim day & mit ca.

Nguoi khong 16 dat mdt ngon tay Ién miéng va rdi gio tay Ién ddy mo mdt 6 vén tudng nho, cai gira nhimg rui nha. Khong mot i, ngai nhic Charlie Ién
khoang khong gian t0i om wira 1 ra. Charlie lin ngudi va 6 van Bp tire tr¢ ve vitri cti, bo lai n6 trong mot cdi ho bit bung toi thui, voi hai dau goi thu lu
ap vo nguc va canh tay 6m vong Iy chan.

"Ching s& khong tim théy mi dau, tin ta di" ngudi khdng 16 thi thim, dAu ngai c6 18 chi cach bén dudi rui nha chimg ba tic.

Co mot 16 nho 6 ngang tAm tai Charlie, va khi quay dAu qua n6 c6 thé nhin thing xudng cin phong bén dudi. N6 vira loay hoay tim thé ngdi xong thi
nghe thay tiéng lao xa lao xao doi am Ién cau thang,

"Otus Yewbeam, nguoi c6 & trén d6 khong day?"
"Nguoi c6 thiy thing bé khong?"

"Nguoi bt né roi ha?"

"N Ia cua bon tao"

"Cia tao", giong gin dic ctia Negon Cai Dy "Tat ca déu i cua tao".



Mot rimg nam dam va dui cui bat dau nén am am vo canh cira.

"Kién nhin ndo, bon linh" ngai Otus ndi giéng ra. "Ta dang ngd". Chi mdt bude ngai da ra t6i cira, rdi vira thd dai suon suot khong biét bao nhiéu lan
wira khua day xich loang xoang, ngai mo cira ra.

Mot bay sinh vat xAu xi, in cyc tran vo, viy ap Ay nguoi khong 16. Ching deo miéng gidp ngure bang kim loai chong 1én 16p 4o da khong tay, va viu, con
dAu thi bj ro trong mil giap kim loai trong hét nhu mii chop cao. Riu, dao, glang nd, va dui cui treo ling ]angben thét keng, méc du ¢6 vai dira deo cung
trén lung, voi ong tén dAy dp mili tén bong nhoang Héu hét bon nay déu thip hon thit hrng ngudi khong 16, nhung cé mot tén, coi bd con by xéc hon ca
bon, cao gin bang Charlie. L& nio tén niy giéng birc trong thin kin bang da da timg dat ngoai clra ngdi nha u 4m ctia ba ¢ Venetia?

"Sao nguoi khoda ctra nggin bon ta?" t€n to 1én hach hoi.

"Khéng phéi ngin bon ngwoi, Ngon Cai Di" nguoi khong 16 dap, "ma 1 ngin i vy coc.”

"Vay coc!" Ngdn Cai Dj nhd mrde bot phi phi.

"Lii vay coc pha hoai phat sg," ngai Otus can nhén. "Nhiéu ngdy ching an hét banh mi ciia ta trong khi ta ng'".

"l40" Ngon Céi Di n6i. "Bon vy coc khong thé md khéa cira gioi hon mdt tén nhoc. Nguoi da bt né rdi, tao biét."

"Ai?" ngudi khong 16 hoi lai voi giong diém dam.

"Thing nhoc", mdt trong nhitng sinh vat nhd hon nat nd. "N6 & déy. Tho Canh da thiy né di khoi. Phéi bét n6, theo chi thi cia ba tudc."

"Thay bta" tén & bén canh hén hia theo.

"Em bia" bon khic dong thanh.

C6 mot tiéng cot két thét Ion vang lén khi ngai Otus d6 ram ngudi néim xubng chiéc giudng, Gid thi ngii da ra khéi tam nhin ctia Charlie, miic diin6 vén
thiy mdt ban chn dai quén da thude cia ngai.

"Nhitng chi linh dng kinh, ta khong thdy mdt thing nhoc ndo ca," ngurdi khdng 16 néi." Khong tin thi luc soat di néu cac chi phai thé."

"Puong nhién bon ta s& kham", Ngén Cai Dj lau bau. "Day, tén khong 10"

Nguoi khong 10 vén khong nhé minh khoi giwong khi Ngon Céi Dj va linh lic cuia hén Jat tp céi giwong, Ching chém ga trii giwong, moi ném rom, choc
ong khoi, 16i cti dang chay do ra khoi 10 su6i va nay van san. Cude truy quét dién cudng kéo dai chira dén muroi phut thi, ttr cho niip ctia minh, Charlie
thdy mdt dong tro va rom chét un I€n, cting voi ménh sanh v va nhitng mau banh mi.

"Pudi trui!" mot tén linh 6t ngdt ré om xom

Charlie khong thé thiy hdn wira luc tring c&i gi. Chéc hén thir d6 ¢ dau kia cin phong,

"Tham lam, tham lam" Ngén Céi Dj bt binh. "Nhimg sau con dudi trui cho bita sang a, Otus?"

"Ta 1 ngudi khong 10" ngai Otus the dai.

"Bon tao s& dé lai mt con...nhd nhit" N 26n Céi Di n6i mjt cach hén hoc.

"Cam on" ngai Otus bao.

MOt tén linh ¢6 cai mit ddy mun com bude vo va dimg ngay choc 16 nhom ctia Charlie. "Khong c6 thing nhoc & ddy, thura Tuéng Quan" hén béo céo.
"C6 & ¢ trong rimg?"

"Khong nhoc 42 Khong nhoc". Ngon Céi Di bude xi quan trong cin phong. Han dimg lai bén canh tén nit mun va ngd n.

Charlie théty minh tr& mt dom v mdt con mit xam lanh d4. N6 khong dam chép miit. N6 khong dém thd. Con mit n6 thon dau khi phai 0 gt cho mit
mo to ma khong dao dong. Ngon Cai Di ¢6 thay n6 khong? Han ¢6 linh cam gi vé sur hién dién cia Charlie, dang nam chéo queo phia trén? Mot con
budn hat xi &p dén choan gitt Charlie. N6 mim chat hai m6i, tir tr gio nhitng ngén tay 1én mit va kep chat lay mi.

"Nhitng sinh vét dang so & trén d6" tén mit mun com lao thao. "Chdc 12 bach doi. Bon ta roi khoi day mau, thua Tudng Quan”

"Bach doi?" Ngon Céi Dj xoa xoa cim bang ngon cai quéi go, to bang ca ban tay ctia héin. "Nguoi ¢ bach doi khong Otus?"

Charlie hdu nhu khong nin dugc mot cai the hoc.

"Péng budn i ¢6" ngudi khdng 16 dap. "Ching cudp gidc ngi ciia ta"



Ngén Céi Di cup dau xudng va budt ra mot trang cuoi khing khue, doc dia. Gidy sau ca can phong tran ngip tiéng cudi uc buc khi bon linh hia theo
tuéng cta ching. Trang cuoi tap the son 6c im bét ngay khoanh khéc Ngén Céi Di ngm céi miéng lai. Khong mdt 10i ndo nita, tén dau so hing ho cut di
khoi, theo sau 1a doan quan ctia han.

Charlie king nghe tiéng chan rim rap di xudng ciu thang, Cénh cira & chén thép kin kit déng lai va bon linh bét dAu trén ra dudng. Charlie nin thé cho.
N6 khong damnhtc nhich, s tén linh nao d6 van con nan lai trong phong bén dudi. N6 ¢6 thé nghe thay tiéng ngai Otus don dep phong sau khi vu dot
nhdp am7trdi qua.

Rét Iau sau khi nhitng budc chan di xa hin, ngudi khong 16 bat ddu cudi 1én véi Charlie. "Mi an toan rdi, cau bé. Pimg phai so, ta s& dira nguoi xubng."
"Cam on ngai" Charlie n6i giong khan dac.

Neuoi khong 10 g0 tAm vén ra ngudi béo, "Budc 1én vai tra nay". Ngai khuynh hai canh tay va Charlie tho hai chén qua cdi 16. Ngi Otus nhe nhang ha
Charlie xuong va dat nd lén girong ngai.

Charlie van veo d6i vai dau nhir va xoa xoa canh tay. "Chau khong biét thé ndo ma chdu lai & day".

Ngudi khong 16 kéo mdt cai ghé lai gan girong va ngdi xudng. Ngheo dau qua bén, ngai nhin Charlie cham chi voi vé do hoi. "Tén mi?"

"Charlie Bone, thua ngai!

"Mi la nguoi chu du phai khong?

"Da...phéi, thinh thodng, Chéu c6 thé di v hinh chup, hinh v&." Quan st cdi nhiu may khé hiu ciia ngurdi khong 10, Charlie ni nhanh "Hinh chyp rét kho
giai thich, nhung chu nghi ngi bict hinh v& 1 gi". Nguoi khong 16 git dau. "Nhung sao lan nay rat khac...phép chu du ctia chdu, y chu la viy. Lan nay
c6 mot bire v&...hinh nhwr chyp bat chau.”

"Unm" ngudi khdng 16 lai gat dau. "Vo ta 6 mdt tim grong c6 thé gitip ba dy chu du."

"Guong Thin a?" Charlie phin khich. "T6 tién chéu, ba Amoret c6 mdt tim Guong Thin. N6 gy ra nhiéu réc réi. C6 ké mudn Ay no... Mot thy bua."
"Amoret 1 vo ta!" ndim tay khong 16 ctia ngudi khdng 16 chop Iy ban tay Charlie. "Tén ta 1 Otus Yewbean'".

"Thé thi...ngai cling A t6 tién cta chaw." Anh it Charlie truot khdp than hinh cao 16n ctia ngudi khdng 16, tir dinh dAu t6i ban chan dai. "C6 18 chau con
to cao nira cho ma coi."

Neudi khong 16 mim cudi. "Ngay tir bé ta d cao thé nay roi." Ngai gio ban tay Ién cao khoi mét dt chimg hon mdt mét tam
"O" Charlie fu xiu.

"Thé ky ctia mi | gi?" ngai Otus hoi.

"Om..thé ky hai muroi mbt" Charlie n6i, sau mdt hoi suy nghi.

"Ture 1a cach day hon chin tram nam'".

Charlie nhuréng may. "Chéu khong biét. Chéu khéng bao gidr i vo quéa khir theo cach ndy. Chau dang nhin v6 mdt buee tranh, chau thay nii va nhimg toa
thap, nhung khdng c6 ngurdi, roi th, bat thinh linh tat ca canh nay hién ra xung quanh chau'.

"Hin rét manh" ngai Otus noi ranh rot. "Han mudn mi & xir Baclock".

V‘Ai a?"

"B tude, thiy bia, c4i bong xtt Badlock - hén ¢ rét nhiéu tén. Hén da bt ta dén noi ndy lim th nhan tir cach dy hai muoi néim, khi vo ta tron t6i u
dai ctia anh ba ay." Boi mit to cta nguoi khong 16 mo di mot thoang, va ngai ngude nhin vang sang mo trong khung cira s6. "Han muon bat Amoret. Han
muon bat tat ca nhitng ngudi con cta Vua Do. Han da chiém duge nam dira de dang, da dat diu ho bude di trén con duong t0i dc. Nhing ngudi khac -
Amadis, Amoret, Guanhatmra’, Petrello va Tolemeq - thi tron khoi bao nguoc. Chinh To!emeo }iﬁ clru con trai Ro]aqd cua ta, va chinh vi l§ d6 ma cai
bdng trirg phat ta. Linh cua hén tdn hudng su tra tan. Bay gio ching chap nhan cho ta hoi 1§ dé dugc yén than. Ta gan nhu bi ling quén 161"

Charlie nhéic lai cho ngwoi khong 10 nhd rang hom nay bon linh da khong budc ngai phéi hdi 19 cho yén than. "Chau da duwa ngai vo nguy hiém" n6 noi.
"Néu bon ching ma bat dugc chau thi...?"

"Khong" nguroi khong 16 nhiét thanh chii ngudi vé trude. "Ching s& khong bt duoc mi dau." Ngai dimg 1én va sai budc ra chd 10 sudi choan mot bic
tudng rong. "Gio thi chiing ta s€ an dudi trui nhé, cau bé".

"Da, t6t 2" Mot thoang lo 4u pha IAn trong giong ndi ctia Charlie. Pudi trui 1 cai gi, n6 thic méc.

Ngudi khong 16 mé mdt canh cira nho an vo trong tudng va 16i ra mdt sinh vét trong nhur con chudt den c6 cai dudi dai thuon thuot, khong long, "Chi



con ¢d mot con," ngai Otus the dai. "Nhung s€ da”
Bung Charlie thit lai. "Néu d6 I dudi trui, thi bach doi i gi?"

Ngii Otus bét cuoi. "Ching I thir m ching ta, trén thé gidi ctia ching ta, durge biét dén a con doi, nhung bach doi tréing nhur tuyét. Dan Badlock tin
rang ching 1a ma. Nhung ta thi khong so ching'.

"Chéu ciing khong s¢’" Charlie kn fiéc nhanh vé phia ngudi khong 6. Ngai Otus dang Iot da con dudi trui va, hy vong d6 k viée n6 khong bao gitr phéi
lam, Charlie v0i ngodnh mit di. "Ngai ¢ bao gio co tim duong vé nha khdng?" nd hdi ngudi khong 16.

Ngai Otus cuoi budn ba. "Anh ctia vo ta, Tolemeo, da cd ctru ta lan thir hai, nhung Ngon Céi Di va bon c6n do cta hén da bit bon ta. Tolemeo may
miin thoat di duoc. VA lai sau khi biét v ta da chét, ta chang con quan tdm cudc doi ta s& chim diit nhu thé nao va chim dit & dau nira.”

Charlie suc ph('y lai hinh &nh huét qua ctia mdt phu nit dep tuyét trin, mim cudi ra tir mdt birc tudng guong, va thé rdi, mdt ké hoach hiu nhur khong
tudng bat dau loe 1én trong éc no.

"Xir Badlock I mdt xir ma khong ai tir thé gioi cla ching ta co thé tim thiy" nguoi khong 16 iép. "Khong ai ngoai Tolemeo thong thai. D6 1a mdt noi
khungkhlep C6 gi6 khong ngimg gao ri, va 10i vao mdi mia dong lai c6 mdt tran It Ion. Nude tran ngép ving dat giira nhing day nti tao thanh mot
vuc thim."

"Thé thi kia diing 12 mot chiéc thuyén rdi". Charlie gat dau vé phia c4i vat c6 hinh thii gidng chiéc thuyén g treo trén tudng,

"Bing, n6 1 thuyén. Pau c6 noi ndo khac dé sdng ngodi toa thap."

"Thé con tén thiy bua sdng & dau?"

"Trong mdt phéo dai den, mdt vét seo trén nii. PE ta chi cho mi thiy nao". N6i doan ngai Otus tha khéi thit v ndi sit, chii tay vo miéng gié gidt & that
lung va, trude khi Charlie kip phan d6i, ngai ning n6 1én khung cira s6 cao.

Bémdang ap xuong rat nhanh, nhung nhing ngon nii nhon hodt in 16 thanh mbt dai 1om chém trén nén troi xanh 14 cdy nhat. Gan dinh ciia ngon niti cao
nhét c6 thé thiy nhiing 4nh dén dé nhip nhdy, phia sau ki mot cai thap déc dimg hinh mil nmiu den.

"Hén hiém khi & d6" ngudi khéng 16 ndi, "nhung lira chdy lién tuc dé nhic nhd thin dén cta hén B hén dang canh chimg bon ho."

Charlie ring minh. Bat gidc n6 so' minh s bj ket vinh vién trong thé gioi thit dich ndy. Khi sap sira duge ha xudng dét thi no chot la lén. "khoan. Chéu
nhin thiy mot thir."

Cach chan thap cta nguoi khong 16 chirng mdt mét, c6 mot con chd vang dang dumg. N6 dang nguée 1én nhin ctra s6. Khi con ché bt duge dnh mit
Charlie, n6 lién hoc 1én sua.

"Hat Dau!" Charlie thét om.

Lamsao con cho ctlia théng ban ndi khé ctia n6 lai theo n6 vo bure tranh? Khong thé nao ¢ viée do.
Nhung ding la vay thét.

Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Va Cdi Bong Xir Badlock dwgc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Chuwong 3
Chui ch6 tan bién

Vai phiit sau khi Charlie chu du vo xir Badlock, thang ban than nhét ctia n6, Benjamin Brown, mot théing bé nho tho, toc stm sup va vé it ic nao ciing
lo &u, roinha nd & so 12, duong Filbert. Hat Pau, con cho cta thang nay tong tay theo sau.

Khi Benjamin nhin chudng nha sb 9, canh cira dwoc ngoai Maisie md ra ngay lp tirc.
"Benjamin cung oi," ngoai Maisie thét 1én, 16i xéch n6 vo hanh lang. "Ta hy vong con lim duoc ci gi d6. Charlie di nét roi."
"Di mét, thura ba Jones? Bi dau a?" Benjamin ngoan ngoan chili gidy vo tham chui chén.

"Néu ta biét thi ta da khong dimg ddy bao con phai im gi d6, ding khong?"' ngoai Maisie nhdm it lai va gfii gii sau gay. "Ta biét n6i gi véi ba me n6
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day ha troi?"

"Chéu nghi ba khong cn phai néi gi vdi ¢ chi dy dau a" Benjamin noi. "Co 18 ba véi me chau c6 thé gitp diroc, ho 1 tham tir tur co ma."

Benjamin p tirc hdi han véi nhitng 1i vira tht ra.

Ba me n6 dang diéu tra mot vy 4n rit quan trong. Ho vira mi roi nha di xong, ¢6 Brown cai trang thanh dan 6ng con chi Brown cdi trang thanh phuy ni.
Benjamin khong thich ba me 16 &n mic kiéu nhur the - ho khong giai thich truong hop phai deo rau gia (d0i voi c6 Brown) va phai doi toc g nhudm mau
(461 véi chi Brown), ma chi bao Benjamin dén nha Charlie di, & d6 ngoai Maisie s€ cho né &n trua.

"Chéu xin 101, chéu nghi lai 2 ba me chau khong thé gitip duge dau" Benjamin ta 161

"Ta chéc chén diéu d6." Ngoai Maisie quay di va ddn Benjamin vo mdt hanh lang tdi. "Pay | mdt trong nhitng vu bién mét ma nguoi thurong khong thé
nao hy vong timra."

"Nhung chau 1 ngudi binh thurong” Benjamin nhéc ba.

Ngoai Maisie tho dai. "Ho, ta biét. Nhung con i ban ctia nd nén con c6 thé di goi mdt dira khéc trong bon nhitng dira diroc ban phép thuét 4, hay tir
chiing xung nhur the".

"Nhirng nguoi con cuia Vua D6 a" Benjamin ling € néi.

Ho d t6i canh cira ting Imn, van con md banh. N goai Maisie vay Benjamin va chi xudng tAng hAm. Benjamin ngd xudng can phong mdc meo & dudi
mit d4t. Ngoai Maisie git d4u khich 1. Benjamin von khong thich ba cai ting hdm, ca Hat Pau ciing cha thich. Chii ché by bat dau tru lén.

"Chéu phai xudng d6 a?" Benjamin hoi.

"N6 ¢ dudi d6 d6" ngoai Maisie giong khan dac.

"Da?"

"Burc tranh, cung"

Benjamin vudt ra mot tiéng "O & 6" ngan dai khi nd v 1& rang Charlie chéc han da di chu du rdi. "Vay thi nd khong han i bién miét",
"Lan ndy thi co" ngoai Maisie nghiém trang,

Benjamin dom trin vo téng hdm N6 budc xuéng ba, 16i bon béc cho t6i khi ¢6 thé thély bao quat can phong. Mot ngon den th mil thong tir trén tran nha
xubng chiéu cho nd tlny mdt cai ti hong, miy cai ghé gy, bo coc méan gio, nhimg chong béo va tap chi, my cai bao nylon to méu den chira d6 cang
phdng. Va rdi nd nhin thiy birc tranh. C4i bir tranh dwa vo tudng, bén canh mdt tim dém cii cudn lai.

Mot cai bong nho chép chon trén bire tranh va Benjamin trong thiy con budm tring hron 16 quanh bong den tron. Lap tire con budm chao minh bién vut
di. Benjamin di xu6ng nén tang ham va budc vé phia birc tranh. Hat Bau lach cach budc xudng theo sau n6. Chi chang thé hong hoe va thinh thoang lai
tru Ién mdt tieng hoang via.

Birc tranh khién Benjamin ring minh. Hiing nhu ngoai Maisie thira nhén, n6 chi | mdt thing bé binh thudng, cho nén nd khong hé biét dén cam gidc
phan khang lai nhitng ct1 gidt thd bao nhu Charlie da trai qua, cling khong cam nhin hay nghe duoc tiéng gi6 ctia xir Badlock rit ri. Tuy nhién n6 ¢6 ngay
an tuong 1a nét v€ ta chan cua birc tranh bay ra mdt noi khong phai do turong twong ma 1a dugce sao chyp dung y nhu thue. Noi d6 hién hiru. Hozc da
tirng hién hitu. Véi nhitng ngon thap xam xit, bau troi khong ¢d mat troi, in hinh nhitng day nti I xt, chac han d6 1a mdt xir s& chong chat han thi va toi
ac.

C6 mdt dong chit miu xanh 14 cAly & cudi birc tranh, goc phia bén phéi. DE: Xir Badlock. Néu xir Badlock 1 mdt noi c6 thét thi d6 khong phéi | noi
Ben]amm muon toi. Vay tai sao Charlie lai "Di Vao" trong day guqc? Do 1a mdt hoang mac. Theo nhur Benjamin nhd, Char}ie lu6n can phai nghe thay
tieng noi trude da, sau do tap trung vO modt gwong mat ngudi roi moi di duge vo mdt bire tranh nao d6 co' mi. Va trong suot quing thoi gian Benjamin
bi{:t ve ta1 phép cua thang ban minh, Charlie khong bao gior bien mat that sy. Than nguoi Charlie van luon luén & hién tai, trong khi tim tri né chu du vo
thé gidi dang sau birc tranh.

"Con nghi viéc d6 14 sao, Ben?" ngoai Maisie trén dau cau thang hoi xudng,

Benjamin Fc dau. "Chéu khong biét, thira ba Jones. Ong cdu ciia Charlie d4u a?"

"Paton ha? O tiém sach. Chir con & dau nixa?"

"CO & chau di t6i d6 day. Chéc 1 6ng Yewbeam s& biét phai lam gi." Benjamin quay dau budc n ciu thang,

Hat dau khong di theo cdu chi ma dimg ¢ trude bire tranh voi dicu bo ky cuc, dAu né odt hin sang bén, nhu thé dang nghe ngong gi d6. N6 hoc lén
tiéng duc ngau, nghe thé rong. Va 16i, ngay trudc mat Benjamin, chi chd vang tir tir nho lai, nhat dan di.



"Hat Bau?" Benjamin lao b6 vé phia con chd. N6 tom duoc chop dudi Hat Pau, miu dudi dimg im, cimg do nhur cay chdi, nhung chura t6i mdt gidy sau
thi cai dudi cling tan ndt, tan luén nguyén ca con chd yéu quy ctia Benjamin.

Benjamin hét thét thanh "HAT DAU!" diing liic vong xudng tiéng canh cira trrde dong sam lai.

"Oi thién dia oi!" ngoai Maisie up tay Ién miéng.

Va 16i ba bi ddy mbt céch thd 16 sang bén bai ndi Bone, nu bét thinh finh xuét hién canh ba.

"Céi quai gi thé?" ndi Bone hach séch.

Benjamin ngo 1én nhin hai ba. Ngoai Maisie lic dau, mit md trao trao va  1ong may gién giat. Duong nhu ba dang canh bao cho Benjamin. Bau kho hét
strc, Benjamin bat dau suy nghi gap gap. Chinh n6 va Charlie lu6n hiéu rang tuyét doi khong duge dé ndi Bone biét ty gi vé nhing viéc dang dién ra, nhat
14 néu nhu viéc 4y c6 dinh liu dén phép chu du ctia Charlie.

N6i Bone di bit gip anh nhin khan cap ctia ngoai Maisie. "Ba mic chimg gi vy, ba kia?"' nu hoi.

"Kinh ngac" ngoai Maisie néi. "Stmg sét. Hinh nhur chiing ta nghe thiy tiéng chudt, phai khong Benjamin?"

Benjamin gt dAu lia lia.

"Ta nghi ta da nghe thay tiéng cho sta." Noi Bone hoai nghi nhin Benjamin trimg trimg, "Con chd ciia miy dau?"

"NG...hém nay n6 khong di véi chéau" Benjamin ndi, hau nhu nghen 1i vi dau budn. Tir chd mu ta dimg Ién, liéu ndi Bone ¢6 thiy birc tranh bi boc gidy
261 N6 nghi [ co.

"That pét thuong May ma khong mang theo chd. Tuong nd la cai bong cua may chir?" ngudi phu nir cao ngudy g6t bude di, con thong thém "Tao s& ra
khoi tang ham d6 néu tao 1a may. Coi bd s& cd cai con hon ca chudt ra bat may do. A ma nay, Charlie dau?"

"i t6i tiém sach," ngoai Maisie n6i vi. "Va Benjamin ciing dinh t6i d6, phai khong Ben?"
"E...da"

Benjamin thiéu néio 16 budc Ién cau thang tang ham N6 cam thay minh phan boi Hat Dau vi dé miic con ché bi ket bén trong bure tranh khing Kkhiép.
Nhung né con lim gi khéc duoc nita? Ong cau Paton ctia Charlie s& cung cap cau tra 104, Ong thurong biét im gi khi xay ra sy cb.

Negoai Maisie nhin theo Benjamin ra cira va n6i "Can than nha cung. Ta khong thich nghi dén viéc con di mot minh trong thanh phd nay ma khong c6 con
cho dicing."

"Chéu murdi mot tubi roi" Benjamin nhic ba "Gap lai ba sau, thira ba Jones"

"Ta hy vong thé, cung" ngoai Maisie déng cira lai.

Benjamin chi moi dom di durge vai budc trén duong 1 né da camnhan sau séc cai phan than thé bi mat mat clia minh. Phan con cho. Trude day co lan
n6 da khong co6 Hat Dau & bén, khi ba me né t6i HongKong. Nhung lic d6 rat khac. Pay [a thanh pho ma hau nhu chang thé goi 1a binh thuong, Khong
hé bao trude, ngudi ta c¢d thé tur dung bien mat, dén duong tur nhién nd tung, tuyét roi vao mia he.

Tiém sach c6 Ingledew khong xa duong Filbert, nhung hom nay Benjamin ¢6 cam giac duong nhur 2 mdt vire thim chodn gilta nd va sy an toan. N6
m6i di dugc mdt nira dudng Do Cao thi thiy bén kia dudng c6 hai dra tré khac. Mot dira 1 J oshua Tilpin, cai thang quat quéo, ludm thudm, mat lic
130 cling cau cau, va bén canh nd I thing cao hon, nurée da mét xanh mau l4 cay, dang di liéng xiéng. Dagbert ké-dim-chét-nguoi.

Gia bd nhur khong trong thiy bon chiing, Benjamin bude di théy o, nhung tir goc niit nd thiy Dagbert ddy Joshua va chi qua duong vé phia n6.
Benjamin hoing hon. Thay vi di tiép trén con dwong, n6 tat vo mdt ngd hém. Trong vai phiit n6 dimg trong béng t6i, nhin ra hai théing kia. Minh tht ngu,
16 tyr Xi va. Mac m& gi minh phai o' hai thang hoc chung truong véi Charlie d6? Bing ra n6 dau ¢6 biét ching. Nhung sao bon ching khin né ron toc
gdy. Joshua khét tiéng lam cho nguoi ta mat nhyt y chi - khong phai kicu nhur thoi mién, nhung theo kicu ma nguoi ta goi 1a lyc tir truong. Con ve
Dagbert, thang nay c6 thé dimngudi ta chet dudi. Moi ddy nd da dinh dim chét Charlie dudi song,

Liéc t6i con duong sau lung nd, Benjamin thé phao khi nhan ra minh dang dimg & dau. N6 lién co gio chay.

"Sao vdy, Benjamin Brown?" mjt giong goi nd. "Mt ché a?"

Benjamin khong ngodi lai. Joshua va Dagbert chic hin da bing qua duong di theo nd.

"May khong phai s¢ tui tao, nhdc Ben'" Dagbert quat. "Charlie dau?"

Suyt nita thi Vap t¢, Benjamin lao b vo quang truong rai soi O chinh gjita quang truong toa lac mOt ngbi nha cti, dimg riéng bict. Xung quanh 1a nhitng
birc twong thap va mdt khu virdn ngap c6. Mot tam bién toi boi mura i6, déng dinh trén cong, dé Méi am gia dinh Gunn. Ngoai ra trén tim bién con v&



chi chit nhing ndt nhac: not mée doi, ndt mée don, ndt tring, ndt tron mic di, chéng can phéi nhin nhitng ky higu dm nhac d6 ngwoi ta cling biét mot gia
dinh ngh¢ sy song & day. Ticng oOn tir trong nha phét ra qua 14 inh tai nhirc 6¢. Nhimg birc trdng rung 1én boi ting trong, tiéng dan violin, tiéng séo, tieng
cello, va tiéng hat.

Benjamin nhin chudng ctra va mdt giong dugc thu 4m sin rong 1én inh 61 "MO CUA! MO CUA! MO CUA!"

Tiéng kéu cira nha Gunn luon khién Benjmin birt ¢ nhung néu i mdt tiéng chudng thénh thot thi dam bao nd s& chim lim trong tiéng nhac va khéch khira
héan Ia s& chd vo vong noi bac ctra.

Canh cira do Fidelio Gunn mo, mdt tay cim cdy dan violin va tay kia cam c4i vi. "Chao Ben, Charlie d4u?" cdu bé mét day tan nhang hoi.
Mot tiéng "Oi" thét 1én diang sau Benjamin.

"Charlie...é....cho em v, PUGC KHONG?" Benjamin hoi.

Thoéng thdy béng bon dudi theo Benjamin, Fidelio bao "V mau di".

Benjamin nhay phoc v6 Méi 4m Gia dinh Gunn va Fidelio déng cira lai.

"Cé chuyén gi thé ha, Ben?" Fidelio dan dudng di v cin bép hdn don. Mot con meo xam dang 3n bita sang thira chura dugc don khéi ban va mdt phy
nit mic vay dai séic s dang hat bén bon rira chén. Mot bé gai mit ciing day tan nhang dang Ién day dan violin & bén canh ba.

"Nhac nhe chit di me!" Fidelio hét twéng lén. "Mimi, dem dan ctia emra chd khac."

Béc Gunny ngoai nhin qua vai va cat tiéng ht vang, "Benjmin Brown. Ngac nhién lim sao! L& nio t6i ¢6 thé tin vé mét minh! Chii ché 4n tuong ctia chau
dau roi?"

"Charlie Bone d4u?" Mimi hoi, ddng thoi giy mdt day dan.

"Nay, Benjamin i ngudi c6 quyén riéng ctia minh" Fidelio néi. "Cau iy khdng can phai c6 thir phu thudc".

"C6 cai gi?" Mimi hoi, gay mdt day dan khéc.

"Po phy ting” ba me ¢6 bé dap. "Chi chd ctia Benjamin khong vinh vién gin vio cdu 4y, ca Charlie ciing khong. Ngbi xudng di Ben.
Benjamin kéo mdt cai ghé ra va ngdi xudng. Cam thiy d6i bung, né boc mdt miu banh mi kho 1én cn.

"Pudding méi liém vo dy" Mimi canh bao.

Benjamin ngd nhin con méo x4m va budn bé tha miéng banh xubng,

Fidelio kéo ghé ngdi canh né va chdm t6i trude, chdng viii ché 1én ban. Mimi thoi gay dan violin va ngdi vt véo 1én ban & du kia. Bac Gunn ngdm nga
khe khe trong khi dang cha céi gi d6 & trong bon nira.

"Gi d6 Ben?" Fidelio hoi. "Khéng phai vi ci bon ngd ngan ngoai kia day chir?"
"Khong" Benjamin nhin Mimi.

"Mimi luon biét ¢ chuyén gi dang xay ra" Fidelio noi. "Em khong thé gitt bi mét voi nd duge dau, nhung n6 6 thé giir bi mét duoc cho em, phéi khong
Mimi?"

"MObi clia em ludn gin chit lai" Mimi ngoéc véi Benjamin mdt nu cudi rong nhung moi thi mim chét.

"0, dugc" Benjamin bét dau cu chuyén cé phin ré ra, nhung dén doan cao trao Hat Pau bién mat thi dot nhien n6 ké gip gap trong lan nurée nit tudn
dam dia.

"Anh khong thé tin nbi, " Fidelio ngdi théng lai. "Trudc ddy Charlie c6 bao gid mang ché di véin6 dau. Anh khong biét 1 n6 c6 thé lam duoc didu d6."

"N6 khong mang Hat Dau di". Benjamin rong to. "Hat Dau bién mét rat lu sau khi Charlie vo trong birc tranh. {t nhét 2 em nghi thé. Nhung Charlie
khong bao gio di vo céi gi phai khong? Ngudi nd udn & ngoai. Chi cd tam trind di vo thoi"

"Tinh cho t6i bay gid" Fidelio nhan xét. "C6 I& tai phép ctia n6 da phét trién."

Benjamin i dau. "C6 gi d6 khong binh throng, Fido". N6 dimg kn v bude t6i canh cira sO nhin ra quang trudng. "Bon dudi theo em chudn rdi. Em
nghi em tranh thu chay ao t6i tiém sach day. Ong cdu ctia Charlie s€ biét phai lam gi."

"Ong 4y....ong Ay....ong dy... C6 vin dé vé chuyén im nd phai khong?" bac Gunn hat réo rit.



"Gi a?" Benjamin hoi

"(c)ngocéu Paton, 6ng Yewbeam' bac Gunn tha giong roi tom xudng. "Chéc chin 6ng iy dang yéu mdt phu nit trung thure ki ¢6 Ingledew. Lam sao 6ng dy
¢6 thé cudng n6i? Ong ay s& cudi cd ay. Ca thanh phd nay dang cho”.

"Y me 1 me dang chd thi ¢6" Fidelio néi. N6 quay qua Benjamin "Anh s& di véi em, Ben &. Dumg nghi i em mdt minh don doc trong thanh phd nay khi
khong c6 con ché ctia em

"Em murdi mot tudi rdi" Benjamin thd dai.

"Con anh murdi hai" Fidelio dirt khodt. "C6 khéc day".

Sau nhicu tuAn bau troi am dam va gi rét, hdmnay c6 vai tia ndng yéu 6t bét dau téa xudng thanh phd. Chiing chéing thé néng tinh thin ctia Ben kn
dugc. N6 cam thay gian dit véi Charlie vi dam lam mdt vi€e qua rii ro. Nhung thé mdi 1a Charlie. Thang d6 luong ddm sam v6 nhitng rac r6i ma khong
suy nghi gi ro.

Duong nhur ¢6 thé doc duoc tm trf clia Benjamin, Fidelio noi "C6 thé Charlie khong bao gio¢6 y dinh di v0 birc tranh do. Rat ¢6 thé nd chi bi hit vo,
ngoai y muon cua nd, nhu con cho ctia em vay"

"Hr" Benjamin Fiu bau.

Hai thing Ic nay dang 1& vo con duong hep rai soi dan dén Nha Tho Lén. Hai bén dudng, nhing ngdi nha khung go Vi mAi ngoi cong ¢b xura d6 bong
Xuong it dudng rai soi thanh nhiing goc nguy hiém Tiém sahc & ngay ddi dién nha tho mai vom do s6. Mot tim bién gin trén cira dé C6 Ingledew
bang 161 chit bay budm, hoai cd, trong cira s6 trung hai quyén sach khong 16 boc da, dit trén dém vai nhung d6 dam. C6 Ingledew ban toan sach quy va

hiém

Néu hai thiing bé c¢6 dé y thiy chiéc xe bong nhoang mau den d4u bén ngoai tiémy, thi ching ciing khong may may nghi ti nd m hip tp lao théing vo.
MOt céi chudng nho giin bén trong cira rung én wui tai khi ching bude v6 noi ban sach. Tuy nhién, canh twong ching trong thiy ching d& chiu ty nio.
Ng01 trén chiéc xe lin bén canh quiy i o Ezekiel Bloor, chi hoc vién Bloor. Ngai Ezekiel, nhu o thich duoc goi thé, mot tram I mdt tudi, véi cai dau
ma néu xui xéo nhin tring thi ai cting bao nd gidng mot cai hop so dong ddy. Than ngudi ko trum trong tam chan len ke 6 vuong, dAu doi mii len d6 6m
che khit vang tai nhan nheo. Co rét ft thit bao cai miii t6 bd, go flén nhur cai rmu hay doi gd méa xwong xau va cai cdm dai ctia Ko, Tuy vAy, it Ezekiel
lai con ghé hon. Chiing quéic tron bén dudi méng tran 101 va den thui nhur mit tré 1én muroi.

Ping sau chiéc xe lin ctia o gia ¢6 mot g dan 6ng luc ludng troc dau: gi Weedon, ké sai vat & truong, tai xé riéng, tay im vuron. Khong ¢6 gi ma gi
khong lam theo nh cua 1o Ezekiel, ké ca giét nguoi.

Fidelio va Benjamin chic hén rat vui mimg néu chiing i ra dugc khoi tiém, nhung da qua tré dé tau thoat. Ching lan chin di xudng ba béc thang dan vo
tiém

"A ha!" 3o Ezekiel rong Ién. "Bonta ¢ gi 6”de‘1y thé nay? Nhimng khach hang la king dén mua sach hiém, ta n6i thé (1?1y. Ta ca Ia bon bay chua'dérde‘mh
161 100 bang déu, Fidelio Gunn, v6i dira xudt thin tir gia dinh tam con nhu nha miy thi con lau. May khong kham ndi doi giay nita 1, ta noi thé day".
Lo chia tia nhin moc mia vo doi gidy thé thao mon tua cua Fidelio.

Fidelio ngwrong nghiu ddi chén, nhung n6 khong phai loai d& bét nat, cho di a boi o ch hoc vién di chéing nita. "Toi dé danh tién hoc, thwa ngai" néi
ndi. "Va chung t6i dén gip Emma Tolly".

"Ban gai may a?" lao Ezekiel khit milii. "Con chim nhé ha?"
"Khong phai thira ngai" Fidelio diém tinh néi. "C6 dy 1a ban."

"Con anh ching khing khiu ndo dang cd niip trong béng tdi kia?" o Ezekiel vin dau lai dé nhin Benjamin, thing ndy diing la dang ¢b nip sau kg
Fidelio. "May 14 ai? N6i!"

Benjamin lic ndy tim trf dang & dAu dAu, chi chm chéim lo tim Hat D4u, n6 hau nhu khong tp trung v cdi gi, tuy nhién nd biét n6 khong nén noi chuyén
con cho ctia n6 bién mat cho Ao Ezekiel

"N6i mau, thing ngu!" o gia quét.

Fidelio d& 1oi "Ban 4y 1 Benjamin Brown, thura ngai. Ban ctia Charlie."

G Weedon quyét dinh chen vo cudc dam thoai. "Thé hom nay Charlie dau?"" hin hoi, nhéch mép khinh bi.
Benjamin lao khao "Béan."

Lio Ezekiel bat ra mot tiéng cudi quai go. "Ta biét may roi. Ba ma may 1 tham tir tur. Bon ch sian héio huyén. Con chd ctia may dau, Benjamin
Brown?"



Benjamin cau nit lai, nghién chit ring va thay cho Fidelio mdt cai nhin tuyét vong "E...er...."
Fidelio ra tay giai ctru. "N di bac si thn y roi. Benjamin rét budn"

Lio Ezekiel ngira dau ra sau ma cudi luc cuc. Gi Weedon phu hoa bang mdt trang cudi gin, trong khi hai thiing bé im king nhin bon ching, trong long
hoang mang. Cé gi tirc cudi voi vi€e con cho di thu y?

Birc man gio dang sau quéy tich ra va mot phy nix duyén dang c6 mai toc mau hat dé xuat hién. Tay ¢6 cAmmdt quyén sach nhii vang ning triu, roi co
can than dat nd 1én quay. "Chao cac chau. C6 khong biet cac chau dén day" cd Ingledew noi.

"Ching di theo con chim nho" o Ezekiel cudi khéy.

C5 Ingledew tang Iy 101 nhin xét ciia Bo. "T6i nghi chéc 1 ngai mudn quyén niy, ngai Bloor" ¢6 n6i, quay quyén sach ra dé o c6 thé thiy cai tira.
"Bao nhiéu?" o hoi coc 1bc.

"Ba tram bang'" c¢6 Ingledew bao véi ldo.

"Ba trdm." Lao Ezekiel ddp ram ban tay day chAm doi mdi xudng quyén sach quy, khién ¢ Ingledew nhén mat. "Ta chi guén xem mdt chit xiu vé& cai
hop g6 quy khiam xa cir, ngay thang nim va kich thudc ctia né nay kia thoi." Lo Ezekiel bat dau 1t nhimg trang sach bang nhirng ngon tay dai, u mau
"Giip tao, Weedon"

Nhan lic 1o gia chiii mili vo quyén séch, hai thing bé 1t dat bang qua cira hing, vong ra sau qudy. Lo Ezekiel bt dau lit rit vé chit nho qué khi ching
chuon qua khdi blrc méan gi6 va vo ophong sau ctia c6 Ingledew.

Trong day tham chi con nhiéu sach hon & ngodi tiém Sach phi kin nhimg bire tudng tir san toi tan tran nha: nhimg quyén séach bac miu, inh tai, nhimng
quyén lon xép ¢ ké dudi cing, va nhirng quyén nho xép ¢ ké trén cing. Sach khién cho cin phong ndng mii Am myc va mii da thudc chir khong d& chiu.

Nhung dusao do6 ciing la’phong khach, cho nén né c¢é vai cai ban nho, ghe sofa hai clnec ghe banh, mot cai ghe dung boc da va mot cai ban lam viéc.

Cii han ngwroi trén ban viet 1a mt ngurdi dan dng toc den, ma cho du dang ngdi 6ng van cao on khac thurong,

Ngudi dan ong khong dé y dén hai thing bé ma van tiép tuc chii muc vo nhing trang sach trrde mt.

Fidelio héing giong.

Khong nging d4u Ién, nguoi dan ong ndi "Néu chéu mubn gip Emma va Olivia thi ching n6 tdi quan ca phé Thi Kiéng roi".

"Thét ra, thua 6ng Yewbean, tui chau mudn gip 6ng" Fidelio noi.

"A" 6ng cau ctia Charlie n6i. 'Ta dang ban"

"Pay 1 khin cip a" Benjamin kéu Ién. "Charlie dang di vo mdt birc tranh, ca con ché ctia chiu nita va tui nd khong ra"

"Chiing s& ra" 6ng cau Paton tiép tuc nghién ciru sach. "Ri s& ra"

"Ong khong hiéu" Fidelio n6i bang giong khan cap nht nm céi giong ctia n6 ¢6 thé tridu tap dugc. "Lan ndy ca ngudi Charlie di hén vo - ca ngudinb da
bién mat...mat taim"

Ong cau Paton ngudc mit lén liéc nhin tyi nd qua doi kinh nira vang tring. "Mt tam?"

"Vang Thra 6ng Yewbeam Di hoan toan" Benjamin noi, sip oa khoc t6i noi. "Céi birc tranh d6 ¢ dudi tAng ham nha 6ng va ba cta Charlie, ba ngoai
dé men i, bao chau xudng coi giip vi Charlie d bicn mat truede d6 roi. Vi vy chau di xuong, Hat Dau di theo chau, va thé 14, n6 cling...di vd d6 luon”.

Ong cau Paton nhiu may. "Brc tranh gi viy, Benjamin?"

"Kinh khing" Benjamin. "Bao nhiéu ngon thap va nii. C6 mdt ci tén ghi & cudi bire tranh. Xir Badlock, chiu nghiiné ghi vay".

"X{r Badlock!" 6ng cau Paton ding bét ddy khoi ghé nhanh dén ndi chiéc ghé db kénh ra san, tit ca gidy bay tung khoi ban.

"P6 2 mdt noi nguy hiém a?"" Benjamin nin thé hoi.

"Noi t0i t& nhét thé gian" ong cau Paton néi. "Miic du ta khong chéc chén né c6 that trén doi ndy hay khong”

Miéng Benjamin ha xé ra. N6 nhin tro tro dng cdu Paton Yewbeam, ¢4 hiéu xem 6ng vira ndi gi. Ngay ca Fidelio ciing khong thot 1én 1oi.

"Khéng con thoi gian dé mat nira, cac cau. Mau lén". Ong c4u Paton gat phéiing tm man gié va sai budc ra ngoai tiém, Fidelio va Benjamin luynh quynh
theo sau.

Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Va Cdi Bong Xir Badlock dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 4
M6n dudi trui hAm

C6 Jula Ingledew dang hét hai nhin chimg o Ezekiel Bloor khi lo It gio quyén sach quy ciia cd. C6 khdng thich cai cach lio manh bao git trang gidy
ra xa khoi ngudi o nhim cd y gy thém thiét hai cho sach nhur thé. Tuy nhién, khi thiy ong cau Paton, o gi ciing ngudc kn.

"A ha! Paton Yewbeam!" Lao Ezekiel la ré. "Tudng chi khong ra ngoai ban ngay chi”
""T61 ra ngoai khi t6i thich" 6ng cau Paton dop lai, gidt cai phii phét khoi gid treo mil & gdc phong.

"Hirm'" o gia khit miii khi ong cau Paton budc vé phia cira. "Gid ta biét rdi, ché trach tai sao cai cira hang tinh tang nay lai t6i thé. Ba phai gin chit dién
0 trong day chir, Ba Sach"

Ong c4u Paton dimg phét giita chimg, khién Benjamin tong sam v6 ong. "Coi chirng cai lrdi ctia o d6, Ezekiel Bloor" ng cdu Paton gim to.

"Khong thi sao...?" o Ezekiel cudi khdy. "Ta hy vong nguroi khong nghi dén viéc cAu xin ngudi phu nit tot ndy cudi mi, Paton. C6 nang s& ching bao
& dwoc ngwoi ngd 101 dau, nguoi thira biét thé". Lio phot ra mot trang cudi khing khuc.

Lii tré len Ién nhin c6 Ingledew va ong céu Paton Yewbeam dang mit may do g Ién. Lao Ezekiel loi quyén sach ra dé quét miéng va c6 Ingledew nhén
co hdi d6 beén tude quyen sach hiem khdi tay lao. G Weedon gidt quyén sach lai.

Pi qua khoi con bdi r6i, 6ng cau Paton ndi. "Cam phién o bo cai miii ciia o ra khoi viée ciia t6i, o Bloor"
"Thi nguoi cir chay viée ciia ngwoi di', ban tay uét nhép ciia o Ezekiel phay mot cai chong Ion.

Ong cau Paton ching chinh, ngo6 trimg trimg ko gid. "To6i hy vong 3o chua phd hong mot quyén sach hiém'". Ong nhin ¢6 Ingledew. "Tu...co Ingledew,
¢6 ¢6 mudn toi...?"

"Khong, khong" ¢6 Ingledew hip tap, van con do mit. "Ong di di, Pa...6ng Yewbeam. Toi thiy viéc khin cap day".

"Panh vay". Ong cau Paton rdng hy trong khd s6. RS rang ong mubn & lai dé bao vé ¢ Ingledew nhung Benjamin d ra t6i bac thang va kéo giat ong
tay 4o Ong.

"Em s& goi cho 6ng” ¢ Ingledew cam dién thoai di dong ctia ¢6 1én " néu c6 gi khong hay"

"Thé nhé" dng cau Paton nhin ¢ mit aci day y nghia va budc qua khung cira ma Benjamin d& nén nong mo ra san.

"Ong s& Aim g a, ong Yewbeam?"' Fidelio hoi khi ¢ doan phéng nhanh trén duong,

"Con tly xem céi gl i can thiét" ong cdu Paton noi.

" kia!" Benjamin chi xudng dudng,

Pang chay vé phia ho 13 hai ¢ bé: Emma Tolly méc 40 khodc ¢ nii trim dAu, méi toc mau vang bay lf)a x0a trudc mit, dang dé.nhrvat voi rrf)t cai gio,
trong khi bén canh ¢6 bé 1a Olivia Vertigo ciling dang xach mdt cai gio, cai nay nho hon va 16 rang la dé mang hon. Olivia trng la mat trong chiéc 4o lanh
ngoai ¢g, chicu ra 16a chéa nhimg NGOI SAO tir mang kim sa vang 6ng dinh ¢ vat trude. Con nho con doi thémmot chiee mil tréng tinh va quang khian
¢6 mau vang ruc. Toc nd nhudm tim rim

"Ong Yewbeam!" Olivia { 6i. "Ong phai gitip tui con”

"Lam on, im on, am on di 2" Emma kéu to. "Cé mdt viéc kinh khiing vira mi dién ra."

Hai doan gip nhau gitta duong.

"Chiing ta dang cure ban'" 6ng cau Paton suot qua ching va tiép tuc sai bude.

"C6 chuyén kinh khing gi vay?" Benjamin héi, khong sao cudng duoc phai dimg lai.

"Quén ca phé Thi Kiéng bi déng cira" Emma hét lac giong. "Vinh vién. Kinh khiing qua. Tui ndy théty ong Onimous ngdi bén ban. Dau ciii guc v0 tay.
Trong rat sau tham."



"Ching ta s& d6i ph6 v6i viée d6 sau Em'' Fidelio budc vong qua hai dtra con gii. "C6 viée con té hon thé da xay ra véi Charlie".
"Va Hat Péu nita" Benjamin thém. "Ca hai bién mét. Mét tiéu. Ty dung tan bién v6 mot buec tranh'".

Enmma diit cai gio xudng, tir trong d6 phat ra mot tiéng quac I6n. "Rdi cac cau dinh lam gi?"

"Tui ndly khong biét, dé t6i nha Charlie r6i tinh" Fidelio ndi, o king nhin theo than hinh dang cim cii bude di ciia ng cu Paton.
"Tui ndy s& t6i ngay!" Olivia khong bao gidy chiu dimg ngoai sur kién ndo. "Tui minh vé tiém cat thi cung di Em"

"T& khong vo tiém dau néu t i ding Ay". Fidelio ndi ngoai qua vai. "Lio Bloor gia dang & d6 do".

Hai thang bé vut di trong khi hai dira con gai dimg tin ngin. Cudi cung Emma quyét dinh minh khong thé dé di Julla mdt minh déi phé véi o Bloor. Co
bé di tiép doan dudng cing vit Namcy, trong khi Olivia co o dudi gip theo sau hai thing bé cing voi con tho tring tén ki George ctia nd.

Py L thoi diém tlen thodi ludng nan ddi véi ong cau Paton. Ong da t6i duong Doi Cao, noi co dén nyc 16y trong timg cira s bay hang. Ong cau Paton
kéo syp vanh mii xudng che mit, cd mot cach vo ich dung liéc nhin cira s6. Nhung hom nay I thir bay va dudng Boi Cao ken diic nguoi di mua sim
Nhimng dam méy nhé nhe sau trit xubng a0 at. Nhitng c4i dii voi va girong Ién, do voc ngudi cao 16n nén dng cau Paton lp tirc r0i vao tAm nguy hiém. i
"Coi chirng!" 6ng thd hoc khi suyt nita thi bi mot cay du choe mat mdt con mit. Nghiéng ngudi né qua bén, dng thay minh ngd thing vo mdt canh ctra sO
trung day nhitng ma-no-canh dang tao dang,

"BOP" tAm kinh ctra s v& vun.

Gita tiéng kéu thét that kinh va canh ndo loan, 6ng cu Paton quiy qué di tiép. Qng khong dé y 1a dang ¢6 dén do nén cir t:hé lwét di, thanh ra mot chiéc
Volvo xanh da troi lai suyt tong tring 6ng. "Xin 161, xin 161", 6ng cu Paton n6i, liéc nhin dén xi nhan ctia mjt chiéc xe hoi. Lan niy vund émhon, chi mdt
tiéng phup nhe. Nguoi tai x& khong dé y va ng cau Paton Ién dugc 1€ dudng ma khong bi phét hién.

R thay, mot chiéc xe hoi khéc, thing khong kip da tong sim vo chiéc Volvo. Hai ngudi tai x nhoai ngudi ra tudn x6i xa nhing 101 18 tho thién vao
khong khi 4m uot.

Bin tin ban nghi o 6ng cu Paton c6 lién quan dén cénh cira s6 v, hai théing bé chen In qua dém dong t6i noi vira kip It chimg kién tai nan moi nhét
ctia 6ng, Gan ve t6i nha s0 9, duong Fibert thi ching bat kip 6ng.

"Phai 6ng im khong a?"' Benjamin hoi. "Y chau 1 vé canh cira 6"
"E Ia vay, Benjamin. Ta rat biét on chdu da im lang vé sy vide".
"Da vang, ong Yewbeam'"

Ho Ién nhirg béc cip nha s6 9, 6ng cau Paton di ddu. Vira mo cira ra, ong lién dit mot ngdn tay 1én mdi va thi thip gip gap. "Khong mot 1i, ba chi ta
dang & nha"

"Ba 4y 4" Benjamin thi thao lai.

BAng c6 tiéng ré 1én tir dudi dudng va Olivia chay nhur bay dén chd ho, céi 16 dung dura trong tay. "Ché con véil" n6 goi.
"Suyt!" ca hai thing cing nhéc.

"Xin 161" Olivia thd Ky hoi. "C6 ba ndi cudng tri d6 & nha khong?"

Benjamin git dau. Olivia lody hody leo Ién bc cép va nhéy tot vo hanh lang cing moi nguoi. Ong cau Paton king & dong cira lai, va Olivia déit phich cai
10 cua n6 ké bén gia mac do khoac.

Ho kiéng chan di vo nha bép, ¢ d6 ngoai Maisie dang cho thip thom. "Khong c6 gi xdy ra", b n6i lién. "Khong mdt déu hiéu. Toi cir dé it nhin né
lu6n nhurng bire tranh thd ta d6 ctr & nguyén day, dom lai t6i. Ong bict khong? T6i cd cam tirdng 1a n6 toat 1én vé tyr mén vay."

"Chiing ta cting xemnao". Ong cau Paton bo nii ra.
Bung Benjamin sbi ot 1én mot cai, nghe thy 1.
"Oi trdi oi'" ngoai Maisie kéu Ién. "T6i quén lim bira tra. Lan dau tién ddy. Dé t6i lo lidu xong ngay trong khi moi ngudi xudng tang ham."

Ong c4u Paton cho ring khong nhat thiét'phéi kéo ca doan g(uéng do. Bao Fidelio va Olivia doi trong nha bép, 6ng chon Benjamin thip ting minh. D
sao Benjamin cling da chinh mat tréng thay Hat Pau bién mét, va n6 cd thé cho dng bict birc tranh cé gi thay d6i khong,

Ong c4u Paton thip ba ngon nén trong ci gi dat trén ti dung ly chén. "Bét ké lim gi ciing khong duroc bat dén ting hdm Ién nghe chwa", ong diin
Benjamin.



"Vang a, ong Yewbeam'', Benjamin n6i dit khoat.

Ong cau Paton xudng ciu thang theo kiéu giat I, tay phai cAm gid nén. Benjamin theo sau.

"Troi, noi gi mé gém ghiée!" ong cau Paton tuyén bd khi anh nén run ry chiéus n bé mit buec tranh.

Benjamin ring minh. Xir Badlock trong ghé ron hon lan trude. Trong anh nén nd cang todt ra vé héi hing. Benjamin khong dém nghi cdi gi c6 thé xay
dén voi Hat Pau trong cai xir s¢ khing khiép ghé hon nay. Bat ngo, né trong thay. O cuodi bire tranh, dang 16 ra khoi goc clia mdt trong nhitng toa thap,
12 mdt con ch6. Hat Pau. Mi€ng nd ha ra trong tiéng tru cAm nin.

Benjamin thét 1én.

"Gi thé..." ong cau Paton suyt danh roi cai gia nén.

"Nhin, nhin kia 6ng Yewbeam!" Benjamin chi ngén tay run réy vo Hat Pau.

Ong cau Paton cti sat hon vé phia c4i dau ctia con cho.

Tiéng thét ctia Benjamin khién cho moi ngudi & bén trén chay x6 tdi canh cira ting hdm

"Gi thé? Chuyén gi thé?" ngoai Maisie lo ling,

"Cho con xudng dugc khong?" Olivia nai ni. "Con khong thé chiu ndi néu khong biét c6 gi dudi day".

"Hat D...4u ¢ d4...4y..." Benjamin Fip bap.

"0 day?" Fidelio noi.

"0 day....nhung khong phai & ddy. O d6" Benjamin méu méo.

"Trong birc tranh". Giong ctia ong cu Paton déy bau khong khi céing théng Ién thanh mdi uy hiép. Vay | qué dit cho Olivia, n6 nhao ngay xubng ciu
thang, Gitra chirng thi khung lai bdi mot tiéng thét trong hanh lang,

"THO!" ndi Bone hét.

Noi Bone s hdu nhu moi thi vat, nhung giéng tho vo hai méi 1a thir my ghét cay ghét déing,

Olivia lrdng I leo thut i xudng, trong khi Fidelio binh than bao "Khong sao dau ba Bone. N6 khong cin ba dau"
"BO QUY" ndi Bone r rit va rdi muy trong thdy Olivia. "May lam gi & ddy, con ndm?"

Olivia chura bao gio' bi goi la con ndm. Nhung 16 hoi khoai khoai, boi vi tho George ctia no da song khoi gio va e nay dang chay Ién t6i gitta cau thang,
phon chi ggm tam thAm N¢i Bone dirng & dau cau thang, mdt con miit nheo hip lai, con kia kinh hoang theo di tirng ctr dong ctia con tho.

Olivia phéng Ién khoi cau thang, tom Iy con tho va mang gitii trd vo gio. "That tinh n6 khong lim dau mdt con rudi” nd vira cam ram vira cot chét ndp
gio.

"Tao hoi miy dang im gi & ddy." Cam thiy d4 an toan hon, ni Bone lach bach di xudng cau thang,

Trude khi Olivia kip nghif ra cau tra 1i. Ong cau Paton da nhé 1én khoi tAng him va ndi "T6i nghil & dén lic ba phéi tra 1oi mdt vai cau hoi ciia t0i,
Grizelda"

"Hoi gi?" ndi Bone ngudy dau qua vai vé dé phong,

"Hoi ring....im sao birc tranh & dudi tAing hdm, va né tir déu duoc mang t6i day?"

"Khong phéi viéc ciia may". Vi mdt cai liéc hong hich vé phia chiéc gi6 nhét George, ndi Bone Kt xudng cu thang, béing qua hinh lang vo phong
khach. Ong cau Paton di theo my va ba dira nhoc ko I lwot theo 6ng. Nhung con ngoai Maisie thi ngdi phich xubng chiec ghé ¢ hanh lang, vudt ra mot
tiéng thd dainio ne.

"Po 1 vide ctia toi" dng cau Paton cuong quyét.

Noi Bone ngdi phach xubng chiéc ghé banh va cdm to béo Ién.

"Chi c6 nghe t6i noi khong ddy, Grizelda?" 6ng cau Paton gim vang, va rdi, trudc sy ngd ngang ctia ba dira tré dang dimg x0 16 6 cira, ong ndi toet ra,
"Thing chau cua chi da bién mat vo birc tranh d6."



Benjamin Fp bép. "Chiing ta khong nén n6i cho ba 4y...."

Noi Bone dit to bao xuéng Khubn méit quau quau dai thurgt ctia mu thoang hién 1én vé khoai trd. "Nhung d6 1a tai nd" nuy diém nhién béo.
Bén trong toa thap ctia ngudi khdng 16, Charlie vAy Hat Dau mdt cai thit nhanh trrde khi dwoc ha xudng san nha ciia ngai Otus.

"Mot con ch6 u?" ngai Otus n6i. "Dién mao ching khong bao gior dugc thiy & xir Badlock."

"Ching ta phdi ciru nd trude khi bon quy tn tan 4c trd lai" Charlie vira n6i wira dira cta.

"Con trai, ch d&!" ngai Otus ra Iénh. "Viéc ndy khong don gian thé."

"0 day khong c6 gl don gian ca." Charlie bt dau chay xudng cu thang d4 hinh xo4y tron dc.

"DUNG LAI!" tiéng gAm ctia nguoi khong 16 doi am khiip ciu thang khién Charlie budc phai nghe 104, "Coi chirng d6 [ mot trds kra, Charlie, d& du con
ra ngodi troi. Trd lai di, ta nai ni con d6."

Charlie 1n chan budc tré lai can phong ctia ngudi khong 16. N6 nhén ra tinh thé ctia minh s& tré nén vo vong néu ca né va Hat Dau cling bi bét. "Chau
thay dé nd ngoai d6 mot minh thi t6i qua" nd nodi voi ngudi khong 10, "nhat 1a bay gio' n6 da trong thay chau roi"

"Ta biét, ta blet" ngii Otus thép mot ngon nén va dat Ién ban. "Nhung xung quanh ching ta day ray nhing toa thap va linh canh. Troi sap t0i dén noi 161,
mit bong ti khong giéng noi ndo khac, Charlie a. O xir Badlock khong c6 sao chiéu sang, con anh trang thi rt... Hiémhoi. Vi vy chiing ta c6 thé kén
ra khai thap va ctru con cho t9i nghiép kia."

Ngudi khong 6 khudy cai ndi treo bén Uénbép 10. "Ta da timg c6 mdt con ché trong thé gidi qué nha ctia ta. D6 12 mot con chd dep, nhung bon ta da bi
chia cach. Gio cai xit Badlock nay chang hé c6 chd hay meo. Chi rat b vi lii sinh vat nhdt nhay, gém ghicc, mau lanh duoc goi 1a vay cdc théi. Chim
chéc bay trén nhung d6i canh rit xwong khong 16ng, con ndo ciing cé6 mdt cai mo dai dang sg."

Charlie leo 1én giurong ctia ngudi khdng 16. "Nhung tai sao khong c6 chd hodic méo?"

"Cai bong va ti nguoi ciia lﬁn cho rang cong dung duy nhét ciia sinh vat 1 cho v ndi lam thire 2 an, hoac dé 1y da lam 4o chimg, 4o khoac, hodc thim
chi ca gidy. Moi sinh vat mAu 4m déu b sin ling, hdu nhur da tuyét ching ca. Chi con dudi trui B séng s6t, ¢6 & 1 do boi ching sinh san nhanh nhur quy."

"Thé con bach doi?" Chartie hoi.

"A, bach doi". Ngai Otps mu~n cuoi. "Bon chung khong dam dong vo bach doi, boi V1 bon ching cho déy 2 ma". Ngai dimg m6i miic vai cuc thit hmbde
khoi vo hai cai to 1on bang go. "Di lai ban nao, hau-dug-Charlie cta ta, va &n bita t6i ctia con di."

Charlie nhay xuong khoi giuong va ngdi Ién cai ghé cao, trong khi ngudi khong 16 xé mot 6 banh tron ra }am hai va dit bén canh mbi cai to mot miéng,
Sau d6 ngai gan nhu ngdi hén 1én ban va bé banh mi nhing v6 mén him, ding nd nhu mdt c4i mudng. Charlie m theo. Pudi trui him hoa ra ngon cuc
ki, nhung chic 1 tai Charlie dang doi bung.

Ho an trong im king mdt lt. Charlie cir An ban véi ¥ nghil vé con ché bén ngoai tda thap. Chi ta dang hoang so biét nhurdng ndo. Hén khi bao tir nd da
duoc mon hémnong 1am cho 4m Ién thi n6 chi con nghii sao mé d& chiu thé khong biét. Chdc chéc no6 lai liéc nhin grrong niit dng 6 ctia minh. Ngai
khong c6 gi giong voi ngudi khong 16 va nhitng ngudi Yewbeam ma nd biét. Noi Bone va médy ba em ¢ niit den hip va miéng mong dinh, trong khi ngai
Otus nay c6 doi mét to nuu x4m va miéng réng, phong khoang, Nhung di nhién, nhiéu thé hé da tr6i qua gitta ho.

"Ké cho ta nghe vé cudc sdng ctia con di" ngurdi khong 16 n6i, vét mau thit cudi cling & cai to clia ngai.

Charlie iém ngon tay cho t¢i khi khong con chit tan tich ndo ctia mon him ngon kinh nita, va nd bt dau ké. N6 ké cho ngudi khdng 16 nghe chuyén ba
nd bi Manﬁeq Blgor th6i mién nhur the nao, phai song murodi 1naAm rong 10 trong mot ngdi truong duoe goi l hoc vién Bloor, trong khi khong ai‘biét ong &
dau. N6 ke ticp rang n, Charlie, da kham ph ra tai phép 6 the di vo tranh ctia minh. N6 ta ndi Bone va cac ba emddc éc ctia my. N6 ke vé banbe
16, nhimng cdu bé binh thrdng nhur Fidelio va Benjamin. "Chi ¢6 Fidelio khong hén la binh thuong" Charlie thém. "Anh ay 14 thién tai &m nhac va mjt
ngay ndo do anh ay s& noi ting.

Tiép theo Charlig: ké lai nhtrng cudc phiéu hru cua n6 yéri nhtrng dira tré khac, ciing duoc ban phép thuat, nhitng hau du¢ ctia Vua Do, nhur n6. Emma
biet bay, Billy hi¢u dugc ticng thi vat, Lysandgr 201 hon t0 tién tAm linh ctia anh ay, Tancred tao bﬁq, G;lbﬁel camnhan dl{qc nhﬁ’ng viéc dd xdyra. "Va
ca Olivia". Charlie bat cudi khic khich. "Ban ay 14 ngudi tao 4o anh, nhung gia dinh Bloor khong biét vé tai phép ctia ban ay. Ban ay 1a vii khi bi mat cua
tui con'.

"Vay 14 cai o gid Ezekiel ¢6 16 ny giam giit bon tré cac con trong cai hoc vién ctia 1o vi...vi...?" nguoi khong 16 nhin Charlie voi vé do hoi.

"Vi tai thanh, con nghi & ddy ngai goi nhur thé", Charlie n6i. "Va tui con khong hén 1 bj cAm ti".

"Nhung duéi sy kiém sodt cta [o".

"Thinh thoang tui con khong tudn énh".



"T6t! THt!" ngai Otus thdt lén, chap hai ban tay vao nhau. Ngai licc ra ctra s6. "Sap t6i r6i. Con ché c6 thé duoge el
"Hat D4u!" Charlie hdu nhur d& quén khudy Hat Déu dang throng trong khi né méi ké chuyén cho ngudi khong 16 nghe.

Ngii Otus dan duong di xudng thép. Ngai cAm nén dé trong mdt cdi dia sit. N6 boc mii md chéy va toa ra nhimg cai bong khong 16 nhin nhéy trén birc
tuong da. Khi ho ra téi canh cira ngoai, ngudi khdng 16 dirng lai nghe ngdng. Charlie chd bén canh, hau nhu khong ddm thé.

Nigai Otus churua kip mo hin ctra Charlie d4 véo ra ngoai. N6 ddm sam vo birc man den Kkhong thé xuyén thing, dén ndi nd cam thiy nhur minh vira bi
i tire thi. Ma qua bire man den khing khiép do 13 gio, thoat tién ta t6i tir mdt hudng, tiép sau tir huéng khac, day nd di keng vo birc tuong thép, kéo
héng chin n6 va thic vo dau no.

"HAT DAU!" Charlie thét vo trong gio.

N6 cho mdt tiéng stia dép lai. Nhung khong c6 tiéng gi vong at dugc tiéng gi6.

"T6t nhét 13 quay lai thoi, con'" ngai Otus goi. "NG bi bét r6i."

"Khong!" nd chay dai t6i trirdc. Bét than nd té dui. Ri dap oach xudng mét dat da soi cimg ngic cling véi mot tiéng hyr. Qud mdt tay ra nd cham tring
mot buc trong nhdp nhap. Cé gi lic nhic bo qua céc k& tay nd va nd lai thét Ién tiéng nita.

Puing ic d6 mang Ién mdt tiéng stia gin sau trong ¢d hong, va cho dit & tur thé nguy hiém thé nay, Charlie van thy phan chan hén lén. "Hat Dau!" né goi.

Giong ciia ngudi khong 16 trdi 1éu béu bén trén ngon gi6, "Ta 1 gi khing 16 dang nguyén ria. Dang ra ta phai béo trudc cho con biét vé nhitng céi hd.
Con dau r6i, cau bé?"

"0 day!" Charlie kéu to. N6 nghe thiy tiéng gidy ong Mot ban tay t6 chang chyp ldy tay 16, va rdi nd duoc nhc bong Ién doc theo thanh hd. Khiné
duoc nhic 1én t6i mit dat, mdt ludng anh tring yéu o, dit khiic chiéu cho né thdy mdt con chd mau vang to ding dang dimg chénh vénh trén miéng hd.
"Hat Dau!" no6 mirng him.

Hat Péu st rdi rit khi ngurdi khong 16 bé ca thing bé An nd di vé phia toa thép. "Tm, chd!" ngai suyt, ddy ca hai qua canh cira.

Charlie tim Iy vong c6 ctia con chd dang mimg 13, trong khi ngai Otus dong cira lai va cai hai cai then néing ngang qua.

"Chéc chin con ché niy s& khién bon ta bi xich ca dém trwoc khi min dém qua" nguoi khong 16 Jim bam

"C6 ai nghe thy tiéng ching ta a?" Charlie vudt dau Hat Dau, ¢ v cho n6 diém tinh lai.

"Ta e 14 tén hing x6m ciia ta d nghe 161", ngai Otus thira nhan khi ho di 1én cau thang d4. "Toa thap cta hin & sat bén, hén ching phai B nguoi tir t& gi".

Vi bay gio Hat D4u da tim thdy Charlie cho nén né c6 vé ngai leo kén nhimg bac thang tOi. Charlie phai du nd bang nhitng c4i vubt ve va hira hen nhimg
cuc xuong, mic dund khong bict ¢6 tim thay cuc nao khi ca doan Ién t6i phong ctia ngudi khong 16 hay khong,

Ngudi khong 16 da nghi trude ca. Dén lic Charlie 161 duoc con ché so sét én dinh cAu thang, ngai Otus da vt tir trong ndi ra hai cuc xuong. Quing qua
san nha, ngai chac chic nodi, "An di, chd diing cam'”

"Con khong nghi n6 diing cam dau" Charlie nhin xét khi nhin Hat Dau hau hau gam khice xwong,

"Charlie, con phai trén khoi dy" ngai Otus néi ranh rot. "bon ta khong thé dam bao s& gidu dugc con chd d6. Chéng bao lu sau gi hang x6m ciia ta s&
bao cho Ngon Cai Di va bon linh. Con s€ nghe thay tiéng ti va roi the Ia con tiéu ting".

"Nhung bang cach ndo?" Charlie ng6 quanh can phong ctia ngudi khdng 16. "Con khong thé", nd n6i nhur sip khoc. "Con khong biét lim sao con da dén
duogc day. Khi chu du con c6 mt chiéce diia phép..."

"Chiéc dilia phép?" it ngudi khéng 16 tron to lén.

"Con la thiy phép that u?"

"Khong, khong" Charlie Fic dau. "D6 3 mon dd con duroc thira ké tir mot 6 tién khc ctia con, mbt thiy phap xir Wales. Giai thich lu Bm'"

Qua dai, that vay, boi vi ngay khoanh khéic d6, 4m thanh xé éc ctia mdt hdi ti1 va rdng lén rung chuyén cé toa thap ctia nguoi khong 16.

"Oi, chao 6i, phai im gi by gio?"' nguoi khong 10 burde vong quanh vong quanh, hai néim tay siét chét lai va nhin trimg trimg ra ngoai khung cira s6 cao.
"Ta s& bao vé con dén hoi tho cudi cung cua ta, Charlie. Nhung ta chi c6 mot minh. Ta khong thé théng bon ching. Ngon Cai D s& bat con. Oi toi
nghiép con, 16i con s& ra sao?"

Tiéng rén ri ctia ngudi khong 16 qué sire chiu dung cua Hat Bau. N6 tru hoe mot tiéng ddng thoi nhay cdn Ién - va mot sy viée dang kinh ngac xay ra. Tir
trong mdt bén tai ctia con chd, mdt con budm trang bay ra. N6 dén dau trén canh tay Charlie.



"Claerwen" Charlie tho hic. "Chiéc diia phép ctia con'”
"Trong thé gii & thoi ciia ta, bon ta goi lodi nay i buém dém," ngudi khong 16 dang bdi r6i noi.

"Da, diing ding, n6 1 budm dém, nhung no da timg i chiéc dia phép" Charlie béo véi ngudi khong 10. "Ngi Yewbeam, ngi Otus...bon con ¢6 thé di
dugc r6i. Camon, cdm on ngai...."

"Thé thi di di. Boi vi ta d& nghe thiy tiéng bude chan bon quy ln. Nhanh lén, nhanh lén. Charlie Bone."
"C6 1& ngai di v6i con, ngai Otus?"
Neudi khong 16 budn bi Fic dau. "Mot viée khong thé duoc. Di di, Charlie".

Charlie vong tay 6m ngang nguoi Hat DPau. "Con s€ trd lai, ngai Otus, con hira. Con s€ tim cach dura ngai ra khoi xit Badlock". Nhin vo con budm dém,
no hét. "Claerwen, dua t& vé nha."

Can phong quanh nd bét dau giat nay lén va loc x6c méy ci lién. Bat chip trong lrc cua trai dat, ban, ghe gitrong nghiéng qua bén, 16i lo' limg trén
khong. Charlie dang lu6t khong khi. Gio' thi nd 1on nguoc dAu xudng, Taino kéuuu amam N6 cam thay b6 1ong ctmg cua Hat Pau tan di dudi nhiing
ngon tay nd va ¢b tim cho chit hon, nhung c6 gi do, hodc ai do, dang cb gidt chia chd khéi tay n6. Va rdi ban tay né trong huo trong khi né thi xody 1on

ra xa.

Charlie thoéng thiy gurong mit nhén tir, dang hoai nghi ciia t6 tién minh ln cudi ciing trude khi né bi gidt qua thoi gian, qua nhitng mang Am thanh loang
lodng, vun witt, ngap tran xtic giac va khiru gidc.

N6 dap cai bup xubng pén tAng him lanh 1o ctia nha s6 9, duong Filbert. Burc tranh Badlock dya vo tuong, dang sau no. Liéc nhin vt qua bire tranh,
Charlie phong wit 1én cau thang, leo v6 hang lang, N6 ¢6 thé nghe thay tiéng cii co phia trén.

"Oi quy thin 6i!" ngoai Maisie hét 1én, nhay dung khoi ghé. "Charlie vé rdil"

Mot bau thinh Bing dot ngdt roi xudng phong khach. Ong cau Paton hién ra, theo sau 1 Fidelio, Benjamin va Olivia.
"Charlie!" Benjamin thét vang, "B ¢6 thiy Hat Dau khong?"

Charlie van chira hoan hon. Bam chéc iy thanh vin cau thang cho khoi té, né ndi, "C6 chit vin dé & day, Ben a".
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Chwong 5

Lan hoi nuéc mau xanh 14 cay

“Charlie Bone, tao ghét may!”

Con gian thinh inh nd tung ctia Benjamin khong gidng tinh n6 chit ndo, dén ndi Charlie chi dimg durc ra, simg st dom thing ban.

“May Iic ndo ciing thé,” Benjamin thét toang, “May luén im mét chd cia tao. Lan trurde n6 suyt bi chét dudi, lin trrde nita khi thiy bua t6i thi...”
“Benjamin Brown. Binh finh coi,”” Ong c4u Paton quat.

Miéng Benjamin ngém tit lai thanh cai mim moi ddi hon. Guong mit xanh xao ctia nd chuyén thanh do tia vi tirc gian, mét dim nudc.

Charlie dau khd nhin chiim chip xudng chan. “Minh xin 181, nhung minh d3 c¢6 mang Hat Dau vé cing v6i minh, minh da ¢b that ma.”

“Cau théy n6 a?” Benjamin suyt nita thi nghen chinh 16i ctia nd. “Lam sao cau ra dugc con nd thi khong? N6 bi ket 6 noi ghé ron do Ol.. va... va..”

Ong cau Paton dat tay lén vai Benjamin va nhe nhang dy n6 vé& phia nha bép. “Néo, ngdi xubng dat da, tat ca. Ching ta can ban thao moi viée that can
than ndo.”

Mot giong giong gia tir phong khach vong ra. “Xoi, con lam gi dugc nira?”’

“Toi nghi ddy | am muru quy quyét gi d6 ctia ba, ¢6 phai khong Grizalde?”” Ong cau Paton tra miéng,
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“Clia ta?” van cai giong ai 0an d6 ch ra. “Ta cha biét gi v6i cai gi vé no sat. Birc tranh boc gidy kin mit. Lam sao ta biét Charlie s& ndi con toc mach?”’
“Ba da biét hét,” Ong cau Paton lu bau. Lia tt ca vao nha bép xong, ong dong sim ctra lai.

“Dé ta lam it banh sandwich,” ngoai Maisie n6i bing giong ém ru, tinh rui ctia minh.

Tét ca moi ngudi ngdi vao ban bép trong khi ngoai Maisie bat dau xé banh mi. Ong cau Paton budc t6i bude Iui, hét ngit cim lai gii dau.

Charlie nhin Benjamin dang ngdi chiu bau ding cudi ban. “U.. nbu tat ca mubn biét.”

“Di nhién mu6n chir. Chinh vi viy ma bon ndy & day,” Fidelio noi.

“Quéi la im,” Charlie bét dAu, liéc them c4i nita v& huréng Benjamin. “T¢ dang dtng dudi 6, nhin vao birc tranh thi t6 cam théyy hinh nhu minh bj kéo
Ve phia n6. Duné boc kin, nhung té nghe thay tiéng ddng tir bén trong phat ra... tiéng gio.”

“Gi6?” Ong cau Paton dimg bude va di lai ngdi xubng bén ban.
“Tiép di,”” Olivia thiic ép.

“Thé Ia t6i théo gy boc birc tranh ra, chi thao chit thdi, rdi thi bat thinh inh t6r d& ¢ 6. Tér hu nhu khong chu du gl hét. Ctr nhur bie tranh tho ra hut
to1vO vay.” Charlie nhin quanh nhitng gurong mat dang cho doi. Ngay ca Benjamim ciing dang nhin tran tri vao no.

“U,” Ong cau Paton n6i, “Rdi sa0?”
“Sau d6 con gip mdt ngudi khong 15.”
“NGUOI KHONG LO!” tt ca cing thit Ién, ké ca ngoai Maisie, ba lai ré 1én cai nita do vo tinh sap ciia t lanh ngon tay minh.

“Dai loai 1 ngudi khong 16,” ' Charlie chira lai. NO bat dau ké cho moi nguoi nghe vé NGON CAI DI va doi quan quy lin, vé dudi trui va bach doi, vé
phéo dai den trén nii, va cudi cing, vé visc HAT DAU da xuét hién nhur thé ndo va con budm dém ciia Charlie trdn trong tai cia HAT PAU ra sao.

Trong sudt quéing thoi gian dai Charlie ké chuyén khong mdt 161 no xem ngang 1bi n6, va khi nd ké xong, mdt bau im king sdu thim roi tom xudng cin
phong, dudng nhu khong ai 6 y mudn pha v sur im ling y, cho t6i khi Benjamin noi, cure kb€, “Dicu gi s€ xay ra cho HAT DAU néu d6i quan quy lin
muon bd da cua nd?”

Trudce khi ai ddm dua ra 101 suy doan, ngoai Maisie dédt mot dia sandwich that to 1én ban, bao, “An chit gl di, nﬁy con.”

“Hy vong cai ny cting thich hop voi t61,” Ong c4u Paton n6i, nhdn By mdt miéng banh sandwich kep téo va hat 6¢ ché phong ca ra mot bén. “Charlie,”
ong tiép, “Con vira ndi cho ching ta nghe i con da thiy mdt phio di & xtr Badlock.”

“O xa xa.” Charlie ndi bang c4i miéng day nhoc phd mat va dua chua. “Phao dai ctia tén thiy bi. Chi nhin thoi con d nbi da ga 1én rdi.”
“Hirm.” Ong c4u Paton vubt nguoc lon toc den ni dng suyt cin chung voi banh mi ra sau. “Ta thiy xem ra tén thay bia Harken lai dinh gio trd gi ddy.”
“Sao hin g6 tro duoc a,” Fidelio cdi lai. “Charlie va cac ban khac téng cb hin di khi ho niém cha xung quanh cai cdy Nha Vua ol m.”

“Chéc chén hén di rdi,” Olivia hét am, nhay choi choi tai chd n6 dang ngdi, “boi vi me ctia Charlie da diroc ciru va... va ba ciia n6 da tinh tri... rdi me clia
Joshua, my phu thiy 4, d2 bién nat.”

“Va h?%n khong con séng & cura hang bach hoa Vuong Quég nita,” Benjamin xac nhin véi ching, “bdi vi ba me t¢ da gip ngudi chii méi khi di mua sim
0 d6 101, ba me t& bao dng ay hoan toan binh thirong, ¢ dicu hoi ln ky, theo y me 1a vay.”

“Tuy nhién,” Ong c4u Paton quay qua Charlie. “ Cai bong trong birc chn dung Nha Vua van con d6 chir?”

Charlie thd tht la n6 Van con & ddy, trong birc chin dung treo trong phong Nha Vua ¢ Hoc vién Bloor. Charlie hay ¢b di vo do, nhung udn luén c6 mot
cai bong den dang sau Nha Vua ngin Charlie ggip t6 tién lay g cua minh.

“Vaylata chéc chin r@)i,” C)ng cau Paton noi.

Olivia nhudng long may 1én. ‘“Nghia 1a sao, thua 6ng Yewbeam?”

Qng cau Paton th dai. “C6 nghiia la, Olivia cung, ring néu c6 mot cai bong trong birc chan dung Nha Vua, thi van c6 mdt cai béng 4m anh trong cude
song ctia ching ta... n6 rat yéu,” ong ndi thém khi quan st vé nit lo ling ctia bon nhd, “nhung du sao né cling chi 1a mdt cai bong thoi. Ta cam thay

duong nhu ai d6 van con lién lac véi tén th:‘iy buia Harken, do d6 ma btc tranh mdi dugce mang téi day, va cung cach la doi ctia cudc hanh trinh vo x
Badlock ctia Charlie.”

Ong c4u Paton thy nim cap mit mo cing dang dan vo minh mjt cach mong doi hon la hoang hét. Nhan thy minh nén nghii ra cai gi 6 t5t hon, 6ng noi,
“Nhung nguoi d6 1a ai, hay cai gi, hodc tai sao... ta ko thé hi€u dugce. Trir phi, “Ong gai cam,” trir phi c6 ai d6 sir dung Guong Than.”



“Guong Thin ctia ba Amoret da bi nirt khi Joshua dénh cép n6 tir tay con rdi,” Charlie thing thinh n6i.

“Cé E n6 da duge stra lai,” Benjamin néu y kién khi trong né wdc gi minh xua di duge hinh anh con chd doi meo, bi xich vao mit khéida va tén quy m
Ngon Cai Dj dang cAm cai kéo bur t6 chang, trds toi.

Gurong Thin Amoret van chua dugc sira. Mu Tilpin, tirc ¢6 Chrystal hdi d6, tuy 1 phi thity nhung mu ciing ¢6 nhing han ché nhét dinh. My da ¢ thr
moi biia chii myc ¢ thé tlmthay trong cuén Nhirng Bua mé va Than chi Chon lic cua Steffania Sugwash (quyén sach mu duoc thira ké tir ong cu ky ciia
muy, Silas Sugwash khét tleng) tAt c4 déu vo hiéu. Vi vay my quyet dinh chiéu nap mjt $6 hoc trd duoc ban phép thuat ctia Hoc vién Bloor vo mot 16p
hoc cudi tuan, & ddy mu ky vong s& két hop nhing tai phép diic bigt ctia bon ching lai dé stra chira Guong Thén Amoret quy bau nhung da hur hong mot
cach dang buon.

Cung sy pho ta ctia Manfred Bloor muy Tilpin da xoay s& tron dudi ting him Hoc vién Bloor. Mu séng tai dy v6i con trai, Ji oshua — cai théing ndy dao
gan day haygat gong, phat cudng mdi khoanh khiic phai chui nhii trong hai cin phong ban thiu 4m thip ciing ba me udn tung kinh & &, dbt thao duoc
trong to sit va thinh thoang lai con bat nd nhay chung voi ba ta nhungvudleukmhhon Nhung ba ta I me nd, va né khongtrachmoc ba ta - 6i khong
d4u nd hin 1A hin Charlie Bone, ké da khién me nd phai chiu canh giau minh; Charlie, ké da danh cap Guong Thin Amoret va khién cho Joshua phai lam

bé grong

Chéng ¢6 nhiéu dira tré chon tiéu pha nhimg budi chiéu thir Bay ctia minh trong can phong day am khi dudi ting him trong can phong day 4m khi dudi
tang ham Hoc vién Bloor, nhung Dorcas Loom va chi emsinh d6i nh Branko, Idith va Inez, 1 bon himmd ¢6 Fairy Tilpin, nhur ching thich goi my nhur
véy, lai lam thé. Tén goi ndy clia nmu da c6 thoi rit hop linh, nhung ké tir khi my Tilpin lién lac voi tén thay bila Harken thi khong thé con thé nira. Di nhién
Joshua ciing tham dur 16p hoc, nhung thanh vién cubi ciing ctia nhém, Dagbert Endless, thi #t hiing hai nhit. Trong khi bon khéc nhoai ca ngudi qua ban,
mé mén ling nghe mu Tilpin thi Dagbert lai thich tha thin vo nhimg x6 t6i. Thinh thoang n6 liéc nhin nhim ngudi o téo kia bang vé mét ngd vire khong
che gidu. Piéu nay khién my Tilpin s6i méu, nhung mu chura lin ndo phé binh Dagbert, bai vi mu biét n6 1a dira hung manh nhét trong tat ca bon tré &
day, va néu my mi mang dugc thiy bia Harken trd vé thé gioi nay thi Dagbert s& 1 mot ddng minh vo gia.

H6m nay, my Tilpin dang cam thiy lac quan cuc ky. Bon oét con da sin sang phat huy tai lre. Mu cat quyén Nhitng Biia mé va Than chi Chon loc clia
Steftania Sugwash vao mdt hdc tu va khda lai bang chiéc chia khoa nhd bang vang ma muy ludn giit trong ti 4o.

“A 4! Homnay ¢6 khong day ching em vé Steffania sa0?”” mot trong hau dira sinh d6i nha Branko khién cho mot chiéc ghé khing khiu bay lao dao qua
phong,

“N6ng ndy s& khong dua nguoi di toi dau,” my Tilpin méng, “Ai da am vay?”
“Em,”” dra sinh d6i vira lam nhan.
“U, nhung nguoi | dira ndo trong hai?”

“C6 ma khong nhan ra duoc 3, ¢ T?” Giong n6i tir trong bong t5i bén canh mbt ¢ tu to It k1 vong ra. “Thé mi em tudng cd biét tit ca moi thir co
cha.”

Mu Tilpin quyét dinh I tit Dagbert di. “Néu ngwoi khong néi cho ta biét nguoi 1 dira sinh d6i nao thi bai hoc két hoc tai day.”

Hai chi em sinh d6i nha Branko ngdi sat vao nhau, girong mét dom mu Tilpin bén dudi méng toc den thui chay ngang qua tran. Hai bd mit tréng bot nhuw
str khong bicu thi ti ti cdm xtic ndo, nhung roi mdt trong hai dire bat than ré En, “Inez, thua cd Fairy Tilpin, em 14 Inez.”

“Khong phai, may 1a Indith,” Dagbert van veo.

Pén day thi sur viée da di qua xa. “Dagbert Endless, néu nguoi khong thdi pha 1op di, thi ta s& khong co giai phap ndo ngoai dudi ngwoi.”
“Dubi thi dudi.” Dagbert budc vé phia nhimg tim van gity nat dung dé 1am cira cho cai durge-goi-1 1op hoc.

“Dirng lai!” ny Tilpin ra kénh.

Dagbert da ra ti ctra, nghéch mét dom lai.

Mu Tilpin dao it g6m ghiéc luom thing bé dang lam it cang cang. Thing ranh ndy bdc mili ¢4 tanh bm, mit xanh r6i nhur tau 14, con toc thi dai Bu
nghéu khién du 6¢ muy lién tudng t6i rong bién. Nhung my can nd.

“Ta da khong n6i nguoi bi dudi,” mu Tilpin n6i x6 hoi héam phinh njnh. “Ta chic chiin ching ta s& hoa thun néu ching ta cing ¢ giing hon. C6 mot vat
ta muon chi cho riéng minh nguoi coi. Dagbert.”

“Tai sao 1a Dagbert?” Joshua théc m¥c.

“0, ca céc nguoi nita,” me n6 bo, doan véi vé gy chit y day kich tinh, muy tho tay xudng gim ban va 16i ra mdt tim gurong long khung kim loai quy sang
1ap lanh. Gio ra cho tirng dira mdt cam nhan anh sang choi 16a tir mat guwong bong ngoi, muy tuyén bo, “Guong Than Amoret.”

“N6 binirt,” Dagbert nhan xét.



“Chinh xac,” mu Tilpin mim cuoi.

“C ¢6 y gi khi ndi... chinh x4¢?”” Dorcas Loom hoi bing giong I nhé ctia nd.

Mu Tilpin khong hoan toan v6 cam. Mu cam thiy toi nghiép cho c4i con Dorcas mt phén phet d6 gay va mai toc xodn tit thd 1 kia. “A, hir, Iy do ta chi
cho cac ngumGuonngnnnay]amelno bi nut. Tanghmeukethop tai phép phi thuong cta ching ta lai, thi ching ta s& c6 thé, va s& c6 kha ning
stra n6.” Mu diit tim gurong 1én ban, hé ha nhén thy Dagbert d3 tién lai gin hon.

Ba dira con gai hao hirc cti rap nguoi xuong ban va ngd chong choc tAm gurong bac. Pinh ninh bong minh s& dirgc soi vao gwong, bon ching choang
soc khi nhin thiy mdt mén swong khoi nhidu mau I mo trén bé mt.

“Gibdng nhur nurde,” Inez binh phim

Dagbert tién lai gan hon va nhin qua vai Joshua.

“Sao ching em khong nhin thiy minh trong d6,” Dorcas hoi.

“Boi vi cac nguoi khong c6 & d6,” my phi thity Am ram.

Dagbert chiia tia nhin ngd virc vao mu va ndi ranh 16. “Chiing t6i & day. Cho nén hinh ching toi phai & trong d6 chir.”” N6 chi vao tim guong,

“0. Nhung déy 1a Guwong Thin Amoret,” my Tilpin dap. “Ta thdy rang nguoi khong blet cau chuyén nay Dagbert Ta s& lam nguoi hai long ngay. Cach
day chin trdm nam, Vua D6, ma tét ca nhung ngudi trong can phong nay cong nhan I 6 tién ctia minh, da...

“Khong phai i t6 tién duy nhat,” Dagbert chira.
“Suyt!” miy dira kia nhéc.

Mu Tilpin tiép tuc nhur thé s phé ngang khong hé hién dién, “.. ¢ mudi ngudi con. Ba Lilith, con gai ca ctia Ngudi cudi thdy bua Harken va ta 13 hau
dué cua su két hon nay.”

“Hit-uu!” Dagbert huyt sao.
“Ba Amoret, con gai it ctia Nha Vua, cudi mot...” mu Tilpin ngiic ngodc nhimg ngdn tay tréng trot ctia muy trén khong, “mdt gi khong 16, ta tin thé.”
Dagbert lai huyt s4o, nhung tat ca 1 né di.

“Nha Vua lim cho ba Amoret mot tim gwong, mbt tim Guong Thén ¢6 thé gilip ba ta chu du. Ba ta chi viéc nhin vao Guong Thén va nghi dén nguoi ma
ba ta mong udc thay, va thé 14, ba ra d3 ¢ bén canh ho r6i.”

Pén day thi Joshua ké tiép cau chuyén ma dén bay gio né da thude ndm long, “Nhung ba Amoret chét va thay buia Harken thira ké Guong Than.”

“That khong? C6 that ong ta thira ké Guong Than?” Dagbert khit mili mot c4i, ra diéu khong tin. Doi mét xdm ciia my Tilpin quic én. “Duiting! Thira
Kké!”

“Tao cau cho may dimg pha binh nita, Dagbert,” Idith cau nhau. “May lam phién tui tao nhiéu qua.”
“Thé thi xin 13i!”” Dagbert nhiin vai va budc di.
“Khoan!” my Tilpin ra lénh. “Ta da dua thiy bua Harken tr6 lai bang c4i ny.” Mu chop iy tAm gurong va gio én.

“Nhung Charlie Bone da Ky duroc, bon ta da danh nhau va tao im bé n6,” Joshua tiép, “rdi sau d6 Charlie tim ra thin chii dura thay bua Harken tro vé
xir Badlock.”

“Vangi Vﬁn 0 d6 cho t¢i khi Guong Thén duoc chita lanh,” my Tilpin ndi 1. “Nhung ching ta s& lim duoc, phéi khong bon tré? Ta va cic ngwoi hop
luc dé thay bua Harken c6 the lai mGt 1an nita budc di cing véi ching ta.”

Bon chiing ngée 1én nhin xody v6 nguoi phy nita nuée da tai met, 1ong may ram day, ngwdi da timg I mot ¢6 gido xinh dep toc vang d& mén. Toc my
bay gior subn dudt khong con mau séc, doi mit dé kén nhig quang tham, thim chi ca cai miéng ctia muy cting ram lai thanh mot duong ke tim ngat. L&
nao day Ia dieu xay ra khi ngudi ta chiu nhurgng b lam phu thity? — Dam con gai tham hoi.

Dagbert Endless ngo ngudy mudn di ra phia canh cira tam. “T6i dim chét ngudi,” n6 néi, “t6i khong thiy minh c6 thé va tim girong d6 bang cach ndo.”

“Nhin day!”” my Tilpin ra énh, vung vy tim Guong Thin mot cach vo vong. “Hay kinh ngac dil Dagbert Endless! Hay kinh so, hly stmg sét, hily choang

ngop.

Dagbert vang 101 my ta bang mdt cai liéc to mo vé phia tAm gwong 1ong trong khung quy. Rdi n6 nhin thém cai nita. Mt nd cang tron ra, quai ham ha xé



xudng, Boi vi d6 ki, giita nhitng hinh thi va mau sac chuyen dong khong ngimg, mdt hinh nhan dang dan hinh thanh. Dau tién & mot chiéc 4o chén mau
xanh lyc, r6i t6i khuon mat da mau 6-liu nhung chua 16 thanh nét hay déic diem gi hién ra bén dudi lan méy ctia mii toc ndu vang, Tir tir, trong khudn
hinh 6-van ctia gurong mit, hai con mat mau xanh 14 cay dém phoi ra — ching hinh nhu dang chia théng v Dagbert va, dudi anh nhin di¥ ton, ¢ strc
khdng ché do, n6 thay chan minh dang nhtic nhich vé phia tAm guong, Thé nhung khoanh khéic dic thang cua my Tilpin bi cudp mét boi mit tiéng inh
choi tao. Canh ctra go my thinh linh d6 ap va mot thiing bé toc tréing nhoé teo d6 nhao vo phong, N6 nim vap miit trén tAm van gy, va tAt ca moi ngudi
trd it nhin nd, khdng thdt nén 161, cho t6i khi mu Tilpon tim lai duoc giong.
“Billy Raven! Gian diép!”” mu thét ram
“Tén rinh mo!” Joshua gao.
“Pb hot Iéo nghe kn!” Dorcas hia tiép.
“Thing ché miii!” hai dtra sinh d6i dong thanh.
“Sao may tim duoc bon tao, Billy?” Dagbert hoi khi vira ring minh thoat khoi 4nh nhin mau xanh 14 cay dam
Billy Raven Iom com dimg day, long cong vira tim mit kinh vira n6i, “Em dang tim con ch6 ctia em.”
“Con May Phic gia khi ghé 16, Joshua gin giong.
Mu Tilpin dit tAm gurong rét nhe xudng ban va budc t6i chd Billy. “Sao may khong & nha Charlie Bone?” mu hoi véi giong lanh tanh.

“Anh 4y quén hoi em,” Billy xit mii, rt mdt cai dim ra khoi long ban tay.

“Quén,” my Tilpin ndi. “Vay 1 khong tir té. Ta tdng né 1 ban ctia may.”

“Anh 4y I ban,” Billy li nhi, “nhung thinh thoéng anh 4y ban.”

“Oi! Billy ti nghiép,” Dorcas i 6.

Billy chu mo, kn liéc nhanh vé phia c4i ban. Mot ln may glong nhu hoi nuée mau xanh I cdy dang bay cudn cudn khoi tim gurong Ién phia trdn nha 4m
thép. Tt ca moi ngudi quay qua nhin theo 4nh it ctia n6, ai ndy mit chit O mdm chit A.

“D6 I gi thé?” Billy thic mic.

Mu Tilpin chiip hai tay vao nhau, 16 vé sung suéng vo ngan. “Billy Raven, d6 l mot théng diép tir t6 tién ctia ta. Dudng nhu miy vira m6i m ngi dy
thét vong.”

“Em?” C4i cam gic lanh budi chay doc song lung Billy khong lién quan gi dén nhiét d6 trong can phong ctia my Tilpin. Canh twong n hoi mrdc mau
xanh I cdy lim né khiép haii, dén ni khong nghe duoc tiéng gd kéu ric ric khi c6 ai d6 budc qua canh cira sup.

Thinh finh vai Billy bi tom chit tir déing sau va thing bé kéu hic 1én bat via.

“May lam gi & day?” Manfied Bloor xoay ngudi théng bé vé phia hin. “Sao méy khong & nha Charlie Bone?”

Billy nhin vao d6i mét den hung 4c dang gim xudng minh. N6 ludn ron ron Manfied Bloor — vi gwong miit xurong xAu va doi vai hep, trong hén nhu mot
6ng gia hon [a mdt thanh nién murdi chin twoi. Mai tée dai ot dubi ngwa da diem nhitng so' xam, va cai 4o lanh miu den bo cimg han niic chi cang nhan
manh thém bd khung gay nhang ctia hin.

“Ha?” Manfred gir.

“Anh... anh dy khong hoi,” Billy 4p tng.

“Khong hoi. D6 khong phéi i Iy do.” Manfied khinh khinh liéc nhin d4m nhéc ngdi quanh chiéc ban va khi nhan ra Dagbert hin lién nhéch ra nira cai
CuoL

Trong lic d6 lan hoi nréc mau xanh la cdy chi con lai mot soi méy mong nhur mang nhén, 16 kg huéng kén mai trén lat gach. Hinh nhu Manfred khong
trong thay nd. “Cit di lii nhdc!” han stia. “Ta mudn ndi chuyén riéng véi ba Tilpin.”

Ca Iii ddng thanh “Véng, thira ngai Manfred” xong 10 Dorcas, hai chi emsinh d6i, Joshua thu don sach v& cua ching va tién ra ctra. Dagbert khong ho
hé gi, nhung ciing theo tui kia. Khi ca bude qua dong g0 vun, dot ngdt n6 quay phit lai va map mdy mo6i, “Ba ta muon dua mot thay bua vé di rong trén
the gidi nay. Thay nghi gi vé viéc do, thay Manfred?”

“Ta nghi d6 b mdt y tudng xuét sic,” Manfred dap, kém theo mdt trong nhitng kiéu cudi doc dia ctia hin.

“Thét 42 Dagbert nhudng Iong may 1én rdi bude ra hanh lang toi



“Ca may nira,” Manfied bao théng bé toc tring, hinh nhur dang bi thoi mién.

Billy giat nay minh. N6 ngd déo dac cin phong nhur thé khong biét im sao mi minh lai & do, 161 16 bude qua khung cira.
“Bao gi Weedon dén stra canh cira may da m dé,” my Tilpin goi véi theo théng nho.

“Vang,” Billy ni iu xiu.

Mantffed nhéit hai miu van én géc chéo qua khoang trong gi6 lba. Phii hai tay cho sach bui, héin dén ngdi xubng ban. “Rét déng hai long,” hn ndi, cudi
ngoac dé 10 ra mdt ham rang dai vang éch.

“Anh ¢6 vé mén nguyén vé minh ddy,” nu Tilpin nhan xét.
“O diing thé, Titania. Ba khong nhin ra sa0?”
“Nhan ra c4i gi?”” xem ra my Tilpin dang quan tim dén gwong mit ctia my hon bét ky 16i no Manfred ndi.

“N6 dang tro lai,”” Manfied biu chat lay canh ban va chdm ngudi t6i trurde. “Tai phép ctia t6i, Titania. Nhé khong, ba da ndi 1 nd s& trd lai néu t6i kién
nhan. Ba da noi, “Hay thur gian, ctr ¢6 ging nhung dimg bét ép n6”. O, t6i vira méi théi mién Billy Raven xong. Ba khong nhén ra sao?”

“Ta nghii vay.” Mu Tilpin chau sy vao tim gwong, im bam, “Ngai khong vui.”

“Khi I béo tAn cong toi, 101 da nghi thé k& minh tiéu doi rdi, nhung gios thi tinh thé da dao ngwoc. Toi manh hon bao gior hét.” Manfred giang rong doi canh
tay khang khiu dai thuot ra.

“Ta nghi d6 la sy gian di,” my Tilpin ndi, van khong roi mat khoi tim gurong, “Con gin di va ndi so hai, hai yéu t6 himg manh. Chiing c6 thé tao duong
dan cho nhitng strc manh con nim ngi yén trong chiing ra.”

“Thé u?” Manfied nhiu may vi tim gurong, “Chuyén gi dang dién ra thé, Titania?”’
Anh miit vin dén chét vo tim grrong, mu Tilpin Am bam, “Ngai dang ché thing bé bach tang. Ta chura cho phép anh st dung tén cia ta dé goi ta.”
Manfred nhin vai, “Xin 18i, Fairy Tilpin, nhung c4i tén d6 rat hop v6i ba.”

Mu Tilpin nhén mét. Muy khong bao gio biét cach nhan 161 khen. “Ta cam thdy ngai dang tirc gidn, ngay ¢ ddy.” Bdng mu tyr dim that manh vo bung minh.
“Ngai mubn Billy vao hom nay. Khi Eustacia Yewbeam mang birc tranh di, mu di bao dam véi ta 13 thing bé bach tang s& & nha Charlie ma.”

“C6 gi vdi va thé?” Chiing t6i bao dm chidc chéin thing bé d6 s& nhin vO birc tranh vao thir Bay tuan sau. RO n6 s& ndi chuyén véi con ch ca b tude
Harken s& bat duoc no.”

“Con cho d6 con Au mbi cAm cy duge mdt tudn,” mu Tilpin cau kinh. “Bon quy tn an thit cho, anh biét déy.”

“Khé n6 chua.”

Mu Tilpin dm chdm “Nay, dimg c6 bong phéng. Anh quén Thiy Biia lim viéc ny 1 vi anh 4? Ngai d hira s& git thiing bé ¢ lai cho dén khi ban di
chiic mac toi kia dugc tim thay va duge hily bo. Anh thir trdng turong coi céi gi s€ xay ra néu Lyell Bone trd lai va nhd ra ban di chic dugc cat gitt &
dau. Tro choi s€ ket thic, Manfred Bloor. Billy Raven s¢€ thira ke tat ca moi thir. Nhé day: “toa nha nay, toa lau dai co xura, thAm chi ca nhing cua cai
gidu bén dudi girong clia Ao Ezekiel”

Manfied tit ngim nu cuoi va vé nit trd vé lanh Ring ma niinh, nuy Tilpin bét gidc 4p chit tAm guong vao ngue, nhur thé c4i hinh hai mau xanh 1 cdy dang
lon gon trong mit guong c6 thé bao vé mu khoi tia nhin chét choc clia ga thanh nién.

“Lyell Bone s€ khong bao gio trd lai,”” Manfred rit chit. “Bon ta cir cho di 1o théy.”
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Chuong 6
Quén ca phé thi kiéng bi dong cira

Thét lu sau khi nhitng ngwoi ban thén thit ra vé, Charlie vén di an quén quanh nha. L& rdi xudng cau thang, v0 rdi i ra khoi phong n6, nd lai o mo
chui xudng tang ham, & d6 n6 nhin tran tran v6 hinh &nh Hat Dau, nhitng méng 16ng trang chen 1an mang 16ng ndu vang, cai miii den bong va doi mat nau
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vang mang vé hon trach dang nhin xody v mét Charfie.

“Tao dang tim cach dua may thqét khéi dQ, Hat Pau,” Charlie lam nham, nhurng dl‘l’C(A’) hét stee n6 van khong thé cham t6i con ché bi ket & x(r,Badlgck,
mit noi xemra,thémchi khong ton tai & thé gidi thure. Aido da tao ra mf)t thanh chan giira Charlie va sjnh vat dang ﬂnroqgnﬁ n6 dang tha thiét nuon
ctu. Charlie biet thira € d6 1a ai, boi vind da gip birc tudng khong theé nao xuyén qua duoc nhu the bat ctr khi ndo n6 ¢ di vao bure chan dung Vua
bo.

Ong c4u Paton da rit Iui vo phong riéng dé ngl\]ién ngAmvan dé. Theo y }(ién ctia ong thi Billy Raven moi i dira giai toa dwoc sy huyén bi cia cau
chuyén Hat Dau bi giam ham. Rat cé co hdi thang bé bach tang nay s€ bang cach ndo d6 lién lac duge véi con cho trong burc tranh.

Nhung Billy dang b nhét trong hoc vién Bloor va ching €6 co may nao dugc tha ra vao cai g mudn mang ngay Cha Nhét nhur thé nay. Ho danh phai
doi dén cudi tuan sau, khi Charlie chac chan s€ dua Billy vé cling.

“Mot tun 1 qué dai,” Charlie tht kinh kéu 1én khi nghi t6i Ngon Cai Di va cai thoi khodi thit ché ctia hén.

Ngoai Maisie bét tivi nha bép 1én, vé miit von thudng vui vé ctia ba hén nhitng nép lo au. “Gio ching ta khong thé 1am gi dugc, Charlie 4. Cho nén ching
ta cO phai ma vui Ién thdi,” ba ndi.

Charlie khong thé dong tinh vi va. N6 dinh trdr xudng tng him in nita thi ndi Bone di xubng cau thang, dién do I lrot dé di &n tdi voi cac ba em
Charlie dtmg bén canh cira tang hAm, nhin c4i dang cao 16n di hiing ho vé phia cira trude. Di biét 1 vo ich nhung Charlie van khong kim noi, phai ho
tudng lén.

“Noi oi! Lam on, imon di, ba c6 biét tai sao con chd ctia ban chéu bi khod & trong burc tranh d6 khong?”

Noi Bone ltrng khing,

Charlie budc vé phia my. “Néu ndi biét tai sao viéc d6 xay ra thi ndi kim on néi cho chéu biét chu 6 thé mang Hat Déu ra khoi d6 bang cach ndo duoc
khong?”

“Tao hy vong may d lam xong bai tap vé nha ctia may. Ngay mai di hoc roi.” Muy xoay c4i nim cira.
“Lam on di ndi” Charlie nin ni.

Khong ni thém 1vi ndo ba ndind mo cira trude budc ra, dé mic gio dong dong sim ctra lai dang sau.
“Cam on ndi!” Charlie Jau bau.

N6 vira moi bude dugce va bude xubng tang ham thi chudng cira reo. Noi Bone quén chia khoa u? Charlie ¢b lamngo tiéng chudng, nhung nd van reo
dién cudng, Du 12 ai goi, thi ngon tay ngudi d6 dinh han vo cai chudng luon va hoc khong budng tay dén chirng nao cé ngudi ra md clra.

Charlie 16 budc trd lai cira trurde. Hau nhu n6 chi vira xoay nﬁm ctra thi mdt phy nit nhd bé toc nau trong bd com-1€ vai tuyt va mil ludi trai dan 6ng da
x0ng ao vO hanh lang, Charlie nhn ra ngay me ctia Benjamin, c6 Brown.

“Charlie, 6ng céu cia chau dau?”’ c6 Brown hoi.

“Ong 4y ban a.” Charlie biét 6ng cau Paton ghét bi quiy ray vao lic sam ti, khi tt ca dén dom sang lén. “Néu vé Hat Pau...”

“Di nhién rdi!”” ¢ Brown ndi to. “Chéu da lim gi thé? Benjamin au sau khong nguoi...”

“Chau biét...” Charlie gat dau.

“Chau khong biét, Charlie Bone, chir biét thi chiu da khong lam thé.”

“Nhung chau...”

“Ong Paton!” c6 Brown goi Ién lau. “Toi biét ong 6 trén d6. Toi thiy nén sang & cira sb phong ong. Toi phéi ndi chuyén voi ong.”

Mot canh ctra bat mi va 6ng cau Paton xudt hién néi diu cau thang. “Gi thé, Patricia?” ong cau ndi hoi coc.

“Gi ur? Ong biét 16 con gi,” ¢ Brown hé tom. “Ong nhdt con ché ciia Benjamin & ddy va ching toi mudn Iy lai chd.”

“Chinh x4c n6 khong &...” Charlie ¢b giai thich cho c6.

RO rang, c6 Brown coi nhur Charlie khong ¢ mét & d6. “Im coi,” ¢6 n6i. “Cé dang ndi chuyén vi 6ng cau ctia chau. Hat Dau dau? Toi mudn thiy nd.”
“Néu c6 khing khing” Ong ciu Paton trd vo phong 6ng va trds ra véi mot ngon nén cdm theo. “Vui long dirmg bat dén,” ong néi khi di xudng cau thang,

“Picu d6 c6 mo t6i cling cha dam,” ¢d Brown noi.



Ong cau Paton din ¢6 xubng tang ham, trong khi Charlie 1p cup theo dudi cach vai budc. Vira trong théy hinh v& Hat Dau dang tru khong thinh tiéng
trong canh thé hrong 4c mong, c6 Brown 1 Ién va chip hai tay vao nhau.

“Chuyén gi thé?” ¢6 thé hdc. “Benjamin ké khong mach lac. Toi khong hiéu ndi nd noi gi.”

Charlie bt dAu giai thich va ln nay ¢6 Brown cho phép né ké hét cau chuyén hodc it nhét 1 hét phin c6 Hat Dau. Charlie bé hdu hét v& céc chi tiét vé
xtr Badlock va khong n6i o ngudi di ctru né 3 mot ong khong 16.

“Moi ngudi dinh s& lam gi?”” cudi cting ¢6 Brown hoi. “Lam sao mang co ché ctia ching t6i ra khoi d6?”
“Toi1 hy vong c6 giip dd Patricia,” 6ng cdu Paton guong gao. “C6 1a tham tr tu.”

“Pimg khiém nhé thé dng Paton,” cd dop lai. “Toi khong the dbi ph6 voi...vot tit cé nhimg thir ma thudt d6. O, doi e ti nghi gia nhur Charlie va
Benjamin dirng bao gio' 1a ban. Pang ra t6i khong nén d¢€ viée nay tiép dien, mot khi t6i biet Charlie rat...khac.”

Ong cau Paton trimg mét ngo cb. “Co dé ching 1am ban véi nhau 1 vi ba Maisie chdm soc con trai ¢6 trong khi c6 lang thang khéip dat nurde cai trang
thanh Sherlock Holmes.” Ong budc nhanh khoi burc tranh va bat dau leo Ién cau thang. *“Pi, Charlie.”

Charlie im thit di theo.

“Xin 101, ¢6 Brown ndi theo, lody hody budc sau hai 6ng chéu. “Lé ra t6i khong nén ndi nhitng didu d6. Chi tai t6i lo Fing cho Ben.”

Ngoai Maisie nhay bo ra khoi nha bép va nhe nhang moi, “C6 ubng chit ci phé nhé, c6 Trish?”

C6 Brown liéc nhin girong mit lanh ing ctia Ong cu Paton.”T6i..4, vang, Hay qua. Néu ching ta c6 thé ban luin sy viéc mot cach binh tinh hon...”

Ngoai Maisie da thép vai ngon nén va nha bép lung linh anh séng than thién. Mot dia banh quy s6-c6-la moi goi dat ¢ trén ban va 6ng Ong cau Paton
mem long phai 6 lai cting cd Brown va ngoai Maisie. “Ma du t6i thich c6-ca va ca phé hon,” 6ng noi.

“Con ciing thé,” Charlie bao.

Bu khong khi cang thang diu di mdt chut, nhung ¢6 Brown duong nhur khong thé tdng khir duge ndi lo Fing cir nhiu lai & trude chén co. “Pang ra t61
phai quen véi viée ndy,” ¢ noi. “Toi biét thanh phd nay khac voi nhing noi khac. Toi biét nha ctra noi nay duoc xdy dung trén nhirng chién trurong ¢b
Xua va tai nhiing dia diém tran ngip ma thudt khi troi 1. Toi biét co nhirg viéc xay ra khong ai giai thich duoc, nhitng bi mat ma dén canh sét ciing
khong mudn déy vao dé giai quyét, nhitng toi 4c ma ho khong dam cong bd. Va doi khi, that I noi am anh cho nhitng ngwrdi binh thrdng nhur 61, nhu
anh Brown nha t6i va... Benjamin. Nhung ctr ¢6 gi d6 cir giir chan ching t6i ¢ thanh phd ndy. Toi nghil 46 1 boi vi bat chip moi viée, ching t6i cam thiy
0 day c6 mot dang hao hi€p tot bung vo cling.”

“Vua D6,” Charlie ndi kh&. Cam thiy miit moi ngudi dang nhin minh, mdt cach ¢6 y thire, nd n6i thém, “Ngai van con & ddy.”

“Y con mudn ndi I linh hon ciia ngai chir gi, Charlie,” Ong cu Paton do Ioi.

Charlie lc dAu. “Khong, con hon thé. Con da nhin thiy ngai. Con da bao véi ong r6i, Ong cau Paton: mdt hiép si cai Iong chim do trén mii giap, ngai
méc 4o ching do6 va phi mdt con ngya trang. Ngai da ctru con, hai lan.”

Trong mdt lic khong ai néi gi. Tham chi ca Ong cau Paton ciing khong thé tim ra 10i & giai thich vé Hiép siD6, nhung cudi ciing 6ng béo, “Do khong
phai 1a Nha Vua dau, Charlie.”

“Thé thi  ai?” ngoa Maisie hoi. “Ai mic nhur thé, lai cudi ngyra tréing phi trong dém?”

Ong cau Paton nhin vai. “Cai d6, t6i khong biét.”

C6 Brown dimg day, d6i mii vo. “Toi dén day vi con ch6. Nhung gior t6i thiy hoang mang hon bao gior hét.”

“Charlie nghi Billy Raven c6 kha nang gitip,” ngoai Maisie noi.

“Billy Raven?”” ¢c6 Brown néi sﬁng, “Lamsao théng bé co thé...é, dién nhién, n6 ¢6 thé lién lac duoc voi...”

“Thi vat,” Charlie n6i hét. “Chau nghi nd ¢6 thé hiéu Hat Pau dang ¢ noi gi véi ching ta. Nhung ching ta phai doi dén cudi tun sau.”

C0 Brown thé dai. “N6 B hy vong duy nhét ctia ching ta. Dénh vay. Toi v thi hon. Toi nghi ngdy mai Benjamin 6 thé di hoc n6i.” C0 thay énh it gian
dir 1an cudi cting v Charlie trude khi ai d6 noi thém 16i ndo va ding ding budc ra.

“T6i quén khong hoi tai sao c¢d Ay mic dd dan 6ng,” Ong cau Paton noi.

“Toi cling quén,” ngoai Maisie bao.



Charlie én lau g6i ghém do dac ngiy mai di hoc. Mot tudn & trurdng ndi tri ¢6 nghia 1 nd phéi mang d(‘f) ngy, khian témvé’quﬁn ao sach. Tai hoa cho dira
hoc trd nao quén mang ban chai danh rang, Ba giam thi, ba c6 Lucretia cua Charlie, s&€ phat cam ttic d6i voi moi sy so' suat nho nhat.

Vao sang thir Hai, chiég xe buyt ché hoc sinh mau xanh da trdi dén Charlie & dau dudng Filbert. N6 miic 4o ching xanh da troi, ddng phuc cta hoc trog
kl}oa Nhac, xach ti quan 40 mau xanh da trdi va cdp sach mau nu. Fidelio, cling mic 4o ching xanh da troi, da chira cho cho Charlie nhur thuong I€.
Piang sauno 1a Gabriel Silk, mdt anh c6 guwong mit dai, téc niu ril xudi.

“Em ¢6 nghe n6i gi vé quan ca phé Thi Kiéng chra?”’ Gabriel nhoi ngudi qua lung ghé ciia Gabriel hoi. “Mot tham hoac qué sirc.”

“C6 that ho dong ctra n6 khong?”” Charlie nhon nhéc.

“Vinh vién,” Fidelio rau ri.

“Tét ca 1 do vy vién hoi ddng Loom, cha ciia Dorcas,” Gabriel bao voi ching. “Ong ta iy ¢6 1a ¢6 1i than phién vé tiéng 6n 40 & d6.”

Quén ca phé thi kiéng 1 noi hop it yéu thich cta Charlie va ban bé. N6 khong thé turong turong tui né sé ra sao néu khong co cai quan dy. Hoac 6ng
ba Onimous chil quan, s& ra sao néu khong duoc phuc vu khach hang.
Khi chiéc xe buyt xanh da trdi tién vo quang trurdng trude hoc vién Bloor, mdt chiée xe buyt xanh I cdy ciing tro t6i dau bén canh né va dam hoc sinh

khoa M¥ Thuét bt dAu ta ra. Emma c6 trong sb bon niy. Péng sau con nho 1 Tancred Torsson va Lysander Sage. Hai anh déu mudi bn tudi va hinh
nhu khong bao gio tach roi nhau.

“Hay, Charlie,” Tancred goi. “Cubi tudn thé nao?”
“Purng hoi,” Fidelio dap thay.

Tancred budc t6i chd tui nd. Mai toc vang lia chia ctia anh gidu trong ci nén bong chiy bang vai ni, va chiéc 4o ching xanh 14 cdy phdng lén trong gi6
chinh anh tao ra. “Co chuyén gi a?”

Khi ching leo nhitng béc thang Ién Hoc vién Bloor, Charlie ba:it dau lgé cho Tancred nghe vé& Hat Pau. Va vira bt du thi Charlie m&i nhan ra phia bén
kia n6 14 anh ngudi Phi Chéu, Lysander Sage, dang ghé sat dau vo d€ nghe giong rii1i ctia nd.

Ching di giita hai tda thép, bing qua c4i sén gach va lén mot daly cau thang nita t6i cénh cira g s0i to chénh oanh cham trd nhitmg hinh nhén béng dong.
Séang nay canh ctra md nhung mot khi tat ca bon tré da vo trong thi ngudi ta s€ khoa cira cai then lai cho téi chiéu thir Sau.

Charlie két thiic cau chuyén dung e ching chuin bi budc v tién sanh. Lysander vd vai Charlie bao, “Ching ta s t6i ddy dira n6 ra dugc ma, phai
khong Tanc?”

“Bon anh s& ¢b,” Tancred ha thfip giong tra loi.

Gios ching da 6 trong tién sanh lt dé phién, noi im king | luat. Charlie, Fidelio, va Gabriel di vo phong dé éo khoéic xanh da troi, phia trén cira treo tim
bién hai cay ken trumpet bat chéo nhau. Tancred va Lysander hudng vé phia tam bién co hai cdy co V&, ciing bat chéo nhau, bicu thi phong dé 4o khoac
xanh I cay.

Trong lic di Charlie dé y tién sanh hom nay véng vé hon thudng ngay. Va rdi né nhan ra khong hé 6 mdt bong o ching timndo ca. Pamhoc trd khoa
Kich bién dau mat sach.

Mii cho dén gio nghi gidi lao thir nhét ching moi biét chuyén gi dang xay ra. Ngoai si choi rong bing gi dang sau hoc vién, bong 4o ching tim gios da
duoc trong thiy & nhimg dira tre chay nhay quanh san, ty nhom chuyén tro hodc choi da banh ¢ goc dang xa. Ao ching Hoc vién Bloor dugc may bang
véi len day, c6 mil trim 4m dic biét dé chiu cho nhitng sang mila dong lanh 18o. Olivia, c4i mil trim tim d6i khéo 1én mai toc quén lon rat hop, chay ao
dén Charlie va Fidelio, voi Emma di theo sat nut.

Olivia vira thd hn hén vira béo tin cho tui n6. “C6 mdt tai nan. Kinh khing. Ong ba Onimous dang di xe dap. Dang dy bit ho dixe kiéundo roi. Ba
Onimous ngdi dang trude dap xe, 6ng Onimous ngdi trén cai yén nho dang sau ba. Ho, mot ke 1imd t6 bi hiém tong v6 ho va ca hai t¢ xuong dat. Chice
mo t6 bien mat, nhung mot chice xe hoi, ¢o tranh ho, dung tring dang sau xe buyt. Kinh v& i tung, va tui ndy phai xuong di b téi truong,”

“Nhung con 6ng ba Onimous!” Charlie thot 1én.

“Ho, ba Onimous dung Ién. T trong thiy,” Olivia thé hi hui. “Ba hoi run, nhung khong sao ca, t6 nghi viy. Nhung t& khong chic vé ong Ong van nim
mnhu cuc da.”

Gabriel va Billy ¢ nhap bon véi chung, Billy van veo hai tay vao nhau, kéu Ién, “Thé con con chudt ctia em thi sao? Ai s& cho n6 an?”

Olivia nghiém sic mit. “Chi chég chin con chudt ciia em du st tir lo licu Jy. Ong ba Onimous i nghiép moi 1 nhitng ngudi ching ta phai nghi ¢én.
Chiing ta thdm chi con khong biét 6ng Onimous ¢ con song hay khong nita kia.”

Billy ngrong nging nhin tit xudng ban chan né ma Am nhim, “Em xin I6i. Em vira trai qua mdt cubi Fuﬁr{téi t&.”” Lot than tho cua Billy kl}ién lrong tim
cta Charlie bi can rut. Dang ra nd phai ra Billy vé nha minh. N6 wira dinh béo Billy vé ké hoach cudi tuan téi thi tiéng tii va riic vang khap san. Gid nghi



gidi lao da hét.

Nhim tui n6 bt dau di vé phia canh cira vo trudng, Fidelio ndi, “Biéu ching ta phai tyr hoi 13, ai da tong ngd chiéc xe dap ctia 6ng ba Onimous?”
“VA tai sa0?” Emma thém. “Ba Onimous di xe dap rt gioi.”

Charlie dinh bao Norton Cross, ngudi gac cira quan ca phé thi kiéng, c6 mot chiéc md t6. Nhung y nghi Norton c6 thé gy ra tai nan do thét phi ly.
Negay khi Charlie sép stra budc chin v 16p tiéng Phap thi n6 bi gidt thé bao qua bén. “Tao mudn c6 101 voi may,” Manfred Bloor ct tiéng,

“Nhung em tré gio tiéng Phé...” Charlie bat dau.

“Khong phai bay gio,” Manfred cit ngang, “Hay t6i phong Nha Vua som nim phut trude gidr im bai tip vé nha.”

“Vang thua ngai” Charlie toai ngudi thoat khoi ca gip dau don cia Manfred va u té v phong hoc tiéng Phép. C6 Tessier moi bat dau bai hoc va
Charlie linh v6 cai ban cudi cting, may mén thoat duoc doi it ngudi Phap tinh trong ctia co.

Sudt ngity con lai, tim tri Charlie ctr chon von vé cude gip & sép toi véi Manfied. Con trai ong hiéu trudng bay gios 1a thiy giam sat tai phép. Hén timg
14 huynh truréng hoi Charlie mdi vao truong cach day murdi tam thang. Mot huynh truong hay ding phép th6i mien d€ khing b6 bon tré. Charlie timg I
mot trong nhitng nan nhén ctia han. Nhung dan dan cong luc cua Manfied bi suy yéu cho t6i khi Charlie cam thay hau nhur an toan khi nhin v cap nxit
den nhur than d6. Tuy nhién hdm nay né nhan thay mot vé quai dan 16e trong ntit Manfred va nd bat dau lo ngay ngay cho buoi toi phia trude.

“Sao vay, Charlie? Em khong muén an banh nhan ca 4?” Fidelio hoi.

Charlie Fic dau. “Anh an di. Em cam thiy niic 61

Ching dang ngdi bén mjt trong nhirng chiéc ban dai bang ca chidu dai sanh an t6i. Bira t6i ngon khoi ché. Banh gao né phong va gion rum. Xung quanh
Charlie nghe rao rao nhimg tiéng “Uum” “Cha,” “Aaaah!” diy thoa mén sung suéng, Nhitng chiéc dia vét sach tron va mot hay hai dira tr¢ len kén liém
dia. Nhung Charlie thiy ching mu6n 3n. Anh mt n6 lién tuc dao t6i ban gido vién & buc cudi phong, noi Manfred dang ngdi giita thiy Paltry day sdo va
c6 Marlowe day kich.

“Charlie! Charlie!” phai dinh thdn Charlie m&i nhén ra Billy, & phia bén kia n6, dang n6i thim v6i noi.

“Em vira noi gi vay?” Charlie hoi.

Billy ¢6 khong dong ddy mbi, thi thao. “My Tilpin van con & dy.”

Fidelio nghe 16m dugc tui nd. “Emndi la me ctia Joshua, muy phu thity 4?°

“Suyt!” Billy van vi. “Emda bj réic r6i réi. Bon ching chiri em 1 do la ching.”

“Ai?” Charlie n6i.

“Dorcas,Dagbert, chi em sinh d6i Branko va Joshua hir con ai. Chiing & trong mdt can phong cii, t6i hit dudi ting him. Sau d6 Manfied di vo.” Billy im
Iét nhin ra ban gido vién. “Em nghii bon ho lién két 1am gi d6, y em la mu Tulpin véi Manfred.”

Charlie rén Ién mdt tiéng, “Manfred mubn gip mdt minh em sau bita t5i.”

“Pé anh di v6i em, néu emmudn,” Fidelio d& nghi.

“Khéng duoc,” Charlie i dot. “Anh khong duoc ban phép thudt. Em phéi gip héin & phong Nha Vua, m anh thi khong dwoc phép lai gin do.”
Fidelio nhain nh6. “Xoi. Hin khong thé an thit em duoc dau, Charlie.”

“C6 I8 khong, Nhung em ¢6 cam gidc hin s& thoi mién em”

C6 tri hoéin cudc gip ciing chiing hay ho gi. Charlie biét n6 s& bi cAm tlic néu t6i ré. Sau bita t0i, n thu uom sach v khoi ban hoc va & bude t6i phong
Nha Vua. Nhiing dara tré duogc ban phép thudt khac s€ tdi ngay thdi, nd nghi, vi vdy Manfred khong du thoi gian d€ 1am gi qua khé chiu.

Trong can phong hinh tron & lau bag c6 mot birc chan dung Vua Do treo gitra nhig ké sach ¢b xua. Nét mit Nha Vua héu nhu khéng phén biét duoc
trong brc tranh md, day nhitng vét ran dy, nhung chi€c virong mién bang vang Iap lanh phia trén mii téc den cting tam 4o ching nhung d6 ngai khoac
trén ngudi lai trong nhur that.

“Charlie Bone,” Manfied giin giong khi Charlie vira lach qua canh cira cao méu den.

Manfied dang & phia d6i dién Charlie, phia bén kia cai ban tron. “Ngdi xudng Chalie!”” hén ra Iénh

Charlie lai chd chiéc ghé gan nhat va ngdi xudng, d6i nit voi Manfied. Thay Giam sat Tai phép van con dimg, ngay lap tirc Charlie cam thiy minh bi thét



“Tai sao tuan rdi may khong moi Billy Raven vé nha voi may?” Manfred hoi.

Charlie rang ¢b hiéu tai sao hén lai hoi mot cau don gian nhu vay. C6 4n ¥ gi ndm ding sau?

“May bo roi Billy rdi 42 Manfied truy sat.

“Khong”

“May mudn moi Billy vé nha.” Manfied dit hai tay 1én ban, chui nguoi vé trude. “Vay ¢6 gi tryc tric, ha?”

“Em...kh6ng c6 gi.” Charlie réi tri. “Chi tai em quén.”

“May quén?”

Quén ri mHt ngurdi ban vé nha I t4i 4c hay sao? Gior thi Charlie nghi ngd im roi.

“Lan t6i niy s& khong quén nita chir, Charlie?”” miit Manfred quéic 1én. Hai con nguoi den nhur than nhoa nhéa nhiing van sang,

Charlie cam thiy dau cang thén & tréan. Viée gl hén phai ]amthé” 16 tu hoi Hén d4u can phai thoi mién minh. Péng ndo minh ciing ri Billy Yé nha ma.
Tinh thé bi ép bude phai chong cy tia nhin ctia Manfred khién Charlie n0i gidn. Chuyén ndy tru6e da timg xay ra va Charlie da khim phd rang minh c6
kha nang khoa chén ké thdi mién nay. N6 can phai nhin vurot qua anh mat den thui d6 va di sau vo tam tri cia Manfred Bloor.

Nhitng hinh anh boi boi truée it Charlie: mot hiép sikhodc 4o ching xanh 14 cdy, m0t t€n quy lin bang d4, va cudi clng, phia xa, xa xim trén it bién
xam ndi song dir doi, mot con thuyén budm nho xiu.

“Khong!” Charlie thét hoang. Con dau trong du n6 tang dan. Charlie nghi n6 khong thé chiu dung lu hon duoc nita. Chic n6 phai budng xudi mét.
“May s&...” c6 nhitng tiéng n6i. “May s&...”

“S¢...gi?” Charlie im bam N6 cém théty dau n6 chili t6i trée. Va rdi mt hinh anh khéic cét xoet bong tdi trong dau nd: mdt hiép ¥ cudi ngya tréing, dai
16ng chim d6 phap phdi trén mii giap bac, va mdt thanh gwom sang tura nhu nhitng tia nang mét troi.

Hinh hai den & phia bén kia bét dau chimdi. Charlie nghe thiy mot tleng vong vang xa, rdi canh cira d6i dang sau n6 xich md va nd bi bao quanh boi
nhirng hinh thit chuyén dong, néi ri rim. Charlie ngdi théing lén, dui mét.

“Em 6n chir, Charlie?”” Tancred hoi, ngdi xuéng chiéc ghé canh no.
“Da,” Charlie n6i day tur tin. “Emrat 6n.”” N6 nhin qua Manfied, héin da ngil xudi xudng ghé. Pau oat t6i trrde nhu ngii git.

Dorcas va chi em sinh d6i bu quanh thiy Giam sat Tai phép. Joshua VO vai Manfred va héin ngéng du Ién. Han biu chat vo canh ban, cd dimg ddy. “Tiép
tuc lam bai tap vé nha,” han noi. Giong hdn gan va liu nhiv. Tranh anh it cua Charlie, Manfed loang choang ra khoi phong,

Dorcas, Joshua va chi em sinh d6i ngéi vo chd throng I cia ching, ddi dién Charlie. Mot thoang sau, Emma, Lysander va Gabriel t6i ngdi canh nhau,
bén kia Tancred. Billy hoc toc tuén thang vO va tram céi chd trong bén phéi Charlie. Thing bé c6 vé hot hai va nhén nhic hon ngay thuong. Sach vo cir
ving t6 era khoi tay nd, mit kinh tré khoi miii, it dat ddy kinh lai nhur cii, ghé ctia nd nghiéng chén Ién va n6 té nhao xudng san.

Charlie khong nghi ngo @i, chi em sinh d6i nha Branko dang ca khia. Ching thudng hanh ha Billy bang sirc manh dng néing ctia ching, Thing bé 1a nan
nhan dé ot. Joshua va Dorcas 1é 1én cudi nhao.

“Dang khinh!” Lysander trimg niit nhin chj em sinh d6i. “D6 1a céch tui bay ra oai ddy ha? Tra tin nguoi khong thé tir v&? Dam thir Ién ti co, Idith.
Nao, Inez thir toc ghe cua t6i xemnao.”

Chi em sinh di cup miit xubng va mo tip ra. Nhimg chién binh chau Phi m Lysander c6 thé goi én khong phéao 1 diéu ching mubn déi dau.
Dagbert Endless t6i tré. N6 ngdi mdt minh, & gira nhom. “Thdy gidm sat Tai phép dau?”’ n6 hoi.

“Ngai 4y khong khoe, khi Charlie Bone & riéng vai ngai dy,”” Dorcas d4o.

“Thé 4?” Dagbert nhin Charlie voi vé thich thu.
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Chwong 7
TAm luéi nhiém doc

Phong ngi chung dai hit, lanh o chi déc mdt ngon den da tré nén rat quen thudc v6i Charlie...dén ndind cam thiy g?}n nhu ¢ nha. Nhung t6i nay n6
khong sao ngt dugc. Mot bén nd, Fidelio 16 md trong gidc mo, con phia bén kia 14 Billy Raven tré minh, rén ri trong tam trai girong nhau nat.

“Billy, em thirc 4?” Charlie thi thAm

Billy théi trén troc mé ngdi ddy. “ Emlo cho Rembrandt qua. Ai s& cham soc n6?”

“Em nghe Olivia n6i rdi d6. Ba Onimous khong bi thurong, Ba s& trd lai quén ca phé Thi Kiéng ngay ma. Anh ca diy.”
“Thé con dng Onimous? Chéic 6ng 4y bi.. bi...” giong Billy trrot di.

“Sang mai tui minh s& hoi ba bép truong, Thé ndo ba Ay ciing biét chuyén.” N6 nhim it lai nhumg sire nhé bén quay qua hoi. « Cudi tuan toi em vé nha
anh choi nhé?”

“Di nhién,” Billy noi.
“Vay la xong.”

Fidelio vira chudi ra khoi gléc mo amnhac va ngue ngon lanh. Mai cudi cing Billy ciing ndm im bat dong, d4ng ra Charlie phéi thiy d& ngi. Nhung mot
cau hoi khac nay ra trong dau no.

Ha c6 chi Manfred lai qué s6t séing mubn Billy t6i nha Charlie? C6 gi lién quan dén buc tranh xir Badlock khong? Charlie nh¢ ra minh chua noi gi véi
Billy vé buc tranh. Thay Billy lo lang cho con chudt qua mirc nén vi€c d6 da vudt khoi tm tri Charlie.

Anh sang diu diu ctia con budm trét}g 1ap 1oe phia trén Charlie, va n6 qua vui suéng da nhéin ra con buémda theo minh t6i trueong. Nhin Claerwen 1on
vong chao liéng trong dém t6i, n6 bat dau budn ngn, nhung dén khi né vira thiu thiu thi mdt giong n6i bét 1én ong ong trong dau nd, hinh nhur mubn canh
bao rang: Pung d¢ Billy vo xir Badlock.

Tir chiée girdng cudi & chung day véi Charlie, Dagbert Endless nhin theo con buém tring nhay mia trén tran. N6 thoc tay xudng gbi iy ra mot con ca

vang nhé va nim con cua vang bé xiu. Nam chét ching trong tay, n6 im bam *“ Linh vt bién”” va mdt nu curdi quét ngang it no.

Thé 1di nhitng birc tuong tréng tron ctia phong ngii chung tim ddm mau xanh Iuc va xanh 1 cay, lon gon nhitng anh bac. Khi nhing séc thai tyra nhur
nuée doi xudng ngudi Dagbert, n6 nghi vé me. Nhig linh vt bién nay me né d cho nd mot thang trurde khi chét. Ba ta da tim thdy rat nhidu vang tir
nhung con tau ddm sau tham tham dudi day dai duong, sau dén ndi nguoi ta tuyen bd 1a ching it tich vinh vién. Nhung ddi véi mot ngudi nhu me
Dagbert, mjt nhin ngw, thi ching khong hé vinh vién mit tich, va voi ba ta bién 1 nha - ¢ bién hét nhur ¢ trong lau daim chong ba ta xdy ting. Ba ta liy
vang dudi day bién ]amnhan, xuyén, day chuyén. Nhung ndm con cua va con ¢4 ndy 14 nhitng bua déc bict, s& truyén cho thing con thién tai ctia ba ta
strc manh ¢6 thé thing 4p dao cha n6. Con mdt con nhim bién bing vang nita, dang ndm dau do trong dong do dac ctia Tancred. Nguoi Bao T6 da tich
thu con nhim bién nhdim km yéu uy lrc ctia Dagbert.

Khi Dagbert ndm tubi, me né bi sa lwéi danh bét va bi dé chét dudi hang tin c4, nhitng sinh vAt ma ba ta ludn coi 1 ban.

Dagbert hé 16 dan nhitng sinh vt bién khoi nhitng ngén tay né. Sur thé mét con nhim bién khién né dién tiét. Vu danh cap d6 chi b mdt vét mo trong dau
16 50 v6i ky tre v& me. Nhung nhin con budm dém ciia Charlie Bone khién né chot 1o 1én mbt y. Manfred mudn con buém tring do, boi vi, néu khong
¢6 con budm, Charlie Bone s& khong thé chu du. Nhung néu Dagbert bt con buém do tirc 1 Dagbert ciing s& tir gitp minh. Dagbert nghi, 6 thé
Tancred s& phéi tra bia lai cho minh dé déi iy con buém ctia Charlie. Dorcas Loom s& lim cho minh mdt tim hudi...con bé d6 khéo tay. Chéng bao lu
nita ca bon s& biét dira nao hing manh nhét.

Ngay hom sau Charlie bt droc co hdi néi véi Billy vé Hat Pau. Billy hay lang thang tho thén t6i khu d6 nat trong rimg, Thang bé cam thdy an toan ding
sau nhirng birc trdng do db s6, voi bau trdi bao la trén dau va cam gidcvd vé riang c6 1§ Vua Do va hoang hiu dang & gin dau day.

Charlie nhin Billy huréng vé phia cudi san thi dom budc di theo. N6 thiy Billy ngdi trén mdt tang da giita hai trong sO nam cong vom dan sau vo lau dai.
Thang bé toc tring dang ngd chong chong mjt phién da khong 16 bi nirt bé & chinh giita va ¢ dat m6i vién quanh. Khi Charlie lai gan, Billy néi. “Bo 1
chd my Tilpin tim thiy guong than phai khong?”

Charlie nhin phién d4. “ BXing roi. La noi cai bong da chon tim guong.”

“Anh nghi my ta & c6 str dung n6 an nira dé dua ci bong tré lai a2”

“U.” Charlie ngdi xudng bén canh Billy. “ C6 viée nay em can biét, Billy.”

“Ha?” Doi mit hong ngoc ciia Billy mo to ra doan. “ Anh lai chu du vo trong tranh nira chir gi?”

“Sao emdoan dugc?”



“Nhin anh 1 biét chir sao. Liic trrde em khong nhan ra vi em dang mai nghii vé Rembrandt. Em van chura thiy ba bép truong”

“Con chudt ctia em s& khong sao dau. Nay Billy, em can phai viét tit ca moi chuyén da xay ra hdi cubi tudn rdi, kéo anh khong c6 dip n6i cho em biét
trude ngay thir Sau.”

“Emmudn biét ma,” Billy noi.

Thé 1a Charlie ké cho Billy nghe tudt tudt: tir khoanh khic nd nghe thay tiéng gi6 tho ra tir birc tranh, dén sy hién dién cta Hat Bdu ¢ xtr Badlock. Billy
ring minh kéu hic n, nd kéo mil trum dAu, co ram ngudi lai, nhur ¢b ngiin chiin minh khoi 1i ndi ctia Charlie nhung van ham mubn nghe thém Khi
Charlie m6 ta d:en doan dao tau khoi bure tranh nhos s tro gitp ctia Claerwen, Billy thd phii ra nhe nhdm, “ Vay 1 may roi. Nhung t6t hon ki anh khong
nén léo hanh dén gan birc tranh d6 nita, Charlie.”

“Khong duge. Anh khong thé bo miic Hat Pau. N6 bi ket lai vimg dét hi hing d6 ma khong ai trong ching minh biét cach...”

“Anh c6 thé thiy n6 42" Billy hoi.

“U. Kinh khing im. N6 dang tru.”

“C6 I8, em, 4, lién lac dugc v6ind,” Billy dé nghi.

Charlie ludng Ir. “C6 thé s& nguy hiém cho em dy, Billy.”

Billy im ing mot Itic, N6 dung dua cap gio va nhin qua khung ctra vom I6n t6i nhitng hinh hai dugc nhin thay tir ding xa, dang chay quanh san choi. «
Benjamin chdc 13 budn kivng khiép,” né néi.

“Budn chir,” Charlie thira nhan. “ Anh nghi phai dén chimg néo anh ctru dugc con ché ra thi né méi tha thir cho anh.”

Billy 16 vé trAim ngam. “ Em van duoc vé nha véi anh chir, Charlie? Cho dit em khong nhin vo bue tranh d6?”

“Puong nhién.”

Khi hai dira roi khoi khu d6 nat, con budm tréing bay ra khoi tii 40 Charlie va d4u trén vai no.

“Tyi minh s& khong sao dau néu c6 con budm ctia anh di cing," Billy curi toe.

Charlie khong dap. Claerwen da ciru nd khoi xtr Badlock, nhung Claerwen da khong thé ndo lim diéu twong tw voi Hat Pau.

Khi tiéng ti1 va riic 1én vang dong sén choi, hai thiing lién cam dau chay tré vé trudng. Khong dira ndo trong thy Dagbert Endless tho dau ra khoi gde
cdy gan 161 vo lau dai.

Gi¢ hoc ken trumpet ctia Charlie luon két thiic som. Xé-nho Alvaro bay gio' phu trach tht ca hoc tro ban Keén dong, va thurong thanh cOng my mén. Thay
tré tudi, vui tinh, VO’l bo ria mép thi vi va cai cudi anh trong ddi mit hinh qué} hanh. Theo quan diém ctia thay Alvaro, néu Charlie chiu dé tam tri vao viéc
hoc hanh thi c6 thé choi kén mdt cach kha di. Nhung thang bé c6 mai toc roi nay khong biet cach lam thé nao dé tap trung,

Hom nay Charlie vui mirng vi dugc tha ra sém muroi phit trude bira trua.

“Em nghi tuAn ndy em c6 thé ranh chut thoi ran tp lién duoc khong?" Thiy Alvaro hoi mot cach hai long,

"Da, duoc, thua thﬁy," Charlie noi, dau 6¢ no dang J4n bén xem lAm sao c6 thé tim dugc khoanh khic noi chuyén riéng voi ba bép trudng,

"Gracias," Thy Alvaro n6i vi theo khi Charlie phong nhur bay nguroc hanh lang,

Hoa ra timba bép truéng khong kho nhur Charlie twong. Ba dang ngdi trén mot chiéc ban trong cén-tin xanh da trdi, udng tra voi mdt nguoi dan ong toc
trang phau, trong tam thirde: gido su Saltweather.

“Ching ta dén sém hon gid in trea dAy nhi, Charlie Bone?" gido sur Saltweather nhan xét. " Sao trd khong tiép tuc & trong 16p hoc?"

"X&-nho Alvaro cho conra d6 a. Tai con chua tap luyén du," Charlie tht nhén.

Gido su Saltweather thor dai. La truéng khoa Nhac thiy cam thiy minh phai chiu trch nhigm cho sy thiéu tién bo ctia Charlie. Cha ctia Charlie 1 tay dan
organ choi cho nha tho, mot nghé si thién tai, nhung Charlie duong nhur chang thira hurong chit gi ttr tai nédng cua cha. Tuy nhién gido sur Saltweather
danh gia cao tai phép khac thuong ctia Charlie va doi khi ciing du di cho thang bé nay.

“Con mudn hoi thim ba bép trudng vé ong Onimous," Charlie ndi.

“Ong Onimous,"" grong mit von hdng hao cla ba bép trudng thoang 4u lo. " Ong 4y khong khoe Fim, Charlie 4. Pang niim trong bénh vién. Bi choang,
Ba Onimous t0i nghiép ludn tic truc bén ong ay."



“Con... con Iii thi a?" Charlie hoi.

“A, nhirng con méo lira c6 thé tur lo cho minh," ba bép truéng tur tin ndi, " con hiy bao véi Billy ring con chudt ctia n6 an toan. N6 dang & chd ba
Kettle."

“Con con tran?" Charlie noi.

“Ciing & ciing mdt noi, Charlie. Tiém Am."

Giao sur Saltweather dimg day, kéo ghé cap vo ban. " Téi nghe ndi quan ca phé Thi Kiéng da bi dong cira."

Ba bép truong git dau. " Cac ban dang thuong cta ti. Hoi dong vién Loom phéi chiu trach nhiém."

“Mot viee dang xdu ho." Gido sur Saltweather sai budc ra cira. " Phai im gi vé viéc do m6i duoc," thiy néi oang oang,

Giong noi sang sang cua 6ng thdy day nhac khién Charlie nhen nhom hi vong, "Ba c6 nghii ring gido su Saltweather kim s& duoc gi d6 cho quan ca phé?"
n6 hdi ba bép trudng.

“Chéc chin 6 ong 4y s& cd. Nhung 6 6ng s€ phai chdng lai nhirg ngudi rét quyén Iyc, ta khéng mudn dng Ay tu dat minh vo nguy hiém." Ba bép trudng cam
hai ca di t6i quay, Charlie di theo cam 4mtra va hai cai dia khong, " C6 nhimg nguoi nao do trong thanh phd nay dang chure chd dé x6a x6 quéan ca phé
Thi Kiéng," ba bép trurong tiép. " Ho khong thich dam tré tu tap & d6 vao cudi tuan rdi am muru nay kia."

“Tui con khong dm muru gi,” Charlie phan n.

“Khong u? Nghi ma coi, Charlie. O, ta biét tit ca ké hoach cia cic con déu c6 li do chinh déng, nhung bon ho khéng thich thé.”

“Nhung quén ca phé Thi Kiéng B mot noi rét hay, ba bép truong a. Noi d6 vui im Con noi ndo khéc cho 1 thi nudi gip nhau va thudng thirc do &n
ngon? Noi d6 khong chi hiru ich cho tui con ma con ¢6 hang trdim nguoi rat yéu meén nd.”

“Con khong can phai n6i véi ta v& mdt didu nhur vy, Charlie.” Ba bép trudng mé vung ndi c hAm dt trén qudy va hit hoi. “Ta phai vo bép ddy, xem
céac cd phuc vu chuin bi bita n téi dau r6i.”

Charlie dimg bén qudy, kién nhéin chos ai @6 dén mic m6én ham ra cho n. Bon hoc trd khéc ctia khoa Nhac bt dau kéo t6i ding lic mdt ¢ phuc vu
hién ra, va mdt hang dai hinh thanh 1p tirc dang sau Charlie.

Khi d6 in ctia nd duoe mic xong, Charlie t6i cai ban ua thich & goc can-tin. Khong lau sau d6 c6 Gabriel t61 nhip bon, 10i ca Billy va Fidelio. Mon him
loang c4i da hét bay, va ching lai xép hang nhin banh pudding, Fidelio nhan xét sao Dagbert Endless dau khong thiy.

“Chic cubi tudn nd an qua nhidu cé rdi,” Gabriel binh luan.

Charlie chic han da khong pha ra cudi ngiit ngho néu nhur n6 biét Dagbert dang muru md cai gl. Ping vay, néu biét thiné da khong cudi duge ti ndo.
Khong phai dén tan lic het gid lam bai tp vé nha Charlie m6i bt dau nhd t6i con budm ciia nd. Con budm thuong bién didau mét vai gio, chic 1 ngi
trong nép gip ctia mdt tim rém ndo d6, hodc nghi ngoi dang sau mot khung anh. Charlie khong bao gio biét. Nhung budi t6i thé ndo con budém ciing bay
ra dau Ién canh tay hoac trén vai Charlie mdt chut nhur dé dambao 1a n6 van ludn & bén Charlie, sau do lai bay di.

Lan ndy su ving mit ctia Claerwen khién Charlie nhép nhdm khong yén. Khi rdi phong Nha Vua né hoi Billy xem ¢6 nhin thiy con budm khong,
“Emkhong thiy né tir lic nd dau trén tay anh hdi sang,” Billy tra oi.

Gabriel khong thdy no, 16i ca Emma ciing khong,

“N6 s& tr6s lai ma.” Lysander trén an. “Chéic chéin 1 né di kiém nhén & d4u d6 an thoi”

“Hodc bi dn boi mot con doi,” Tancerd dua téu.

Lysander choc vO suon Tancerd mdt céi. “Imdi, Tanc. Charlie yéu con buém dé Bm”

Dagbert Endless nin thin thit di qua bon ching. Charlie dé y thing d6 hoi nhéch mép cuoi.Liéu nd ¢6 nghe thy tui minh ndi chuyén voi nhau khong?
Dagbert khong di thing Ién phong ngi chung nhur nhitng dira khéac. N6 linh xubng cau thang chinh va bing qua tién sanh.

Giao sur Saltweather chon diing thoi diém do dé roi phong gido vién. “Trd di dau do, Dagbert Endless?”” thy hoi I6n.

“Toi di gap thiy Giam sat Tai phép c6 chit viéc,” Dagbert dap tinh bo.

“Thé thi nhanh Ién,” gido sur Saltweather n6i. “Mudi im pht nira a Dén Tét.”



“Vang, thra thiy.” Dagbert chay xudi hanh lang dan téi phong hoc ctia nd. Téi cai ban hoc cuéi phong va m6 ndp ban ra. Trong hoc ban ¢6 cai gi trong
tur nhur chiée khén tay mong mau tring. Dorcas da hoan thanh cong viéc rit tot Theo yéu cau ctia Dagbert, con ndy da vo phong may trong gio' an trua
va may mot tAm ludi tinh xao. Tam lwéi d6 duge may bing vai mit-xo-lin gan v mt que tre dai, do g Weedon sot sdng tim gitp. Pé bao dam cho tAim
lwdi hoat ddng ding nhu nhitng gi Dagbert du dinh, Dorcas da tAm vo miéng vai mit-xo-lin mrée ¢t ciia mot loai thao mde hiém: hém . Con nhod chua
bao gitr st dung loai thio mdc ndy va dang hdo hirc thir xemné c6 tac dung nhur thé ndo.

Phai n6i 1 n6 rat hiéu nghiém. Con buém & bén trong hréi ndm im fim dén d6 ctr nhu da chét roi.

“May bit duoc nd 16i 42" Dorcas 16 qua khung ctra dom vo.

“DE ec,” Dagbert néi. “Tao ly que tre ra roi. Dén ddy xem nay.”

Dorcas yc ich dén ban ctia Dagbert. :Ihﬁng ndy nhic tim e mit-xo-lin 1én va trai vo 1ong ban tay. Bén trong hr6i déi canh ctia con budm tréing dung
Ién r6i roi xuong, chi mdt lan, nhu theé n6 wira trit hoi thd cudi clng,

“Vay 1a n6 chua chét,” Drocas ndi, thit vong pht trim cai mét phén phet ctia nd.

“Khong lau nita dau,” Dagbert bao. N6 dé tAm hrdi xubng ban va ra chd t dyung vin phong pham. Thiy Carp, gido vién day tiéng anh, dé c6 mdt cai
coc pha Ié day ¢ ké trén cing dé stir dung riéng.

Dagbert mang cai coc trd lai ban n6 va tip vang hréi quanh miéng cde. Con budm tring roi xudng cdc.

“D6,” Dagbert noi. “Gio tao s& mang n6 t6i cho Manfied.”

“May phai bio anh 4y I tao gitip may nghe chira?”” Dorcas dzn. “Phai ndi 16 1 tao lim ra cai hrdi, tim thude doc céc thir nay kia.”
“Di nhién tao s& ndi, Dorc. May giéi ddy, may c6 biét khong?”

“Biét chir.”” Mot nu cudi Bm 10 cép h’nndéng tién trén ma con nho.

Dagbert ddy cdi coc lai bang thm véi mit-xo-lin rdi cAmn6 di ra cira. Dorcas chay xdc lén true md ciia cho Dagbert, thiing niy hrét qua miéng lim
bam “cam on” 16i di ti€p trén hang lang, dorcas lai chay vuot ton Ién trudc va md canh ctra nhod ¢6 xua dan vo chai phia tay.

“May s€ ndi voi anh ay chir?”” Dorcas van nai.

“Tao d4 béo I tao s& n6i rdi ma,” Dagbert d4p, budc tot vo hanh lang tdi déng sau canh cira. “Khon hon thi di ngi di, Dore, khong ba giam thi t6i bat
may bay gio.”

“Va Manfied s& n6i vé tao v6i ¢o Fairy Tilpin chir nhi?”” Dorcas van tiép. “C6 4y s& hai long lim cho ma xem”

“Ping!” Dagbert nén cho canh ctra mot cti ¢4 hau, canh cira dong rAm vo mit Dorcas.

Bon hoc trd hiém khi néo t6i Canh Tay. D6 I noi & cia gia dinh Bloor, ma ho thi khong thich gido vién hay hoc trd xam pham noi nay. O cudi hanh lang
co the thay mot ngon dén ti n trong cén phong & tAng trét clia Thép Nhac. Dagbert Jan mo di vé phia c6 dén sang y. Nhiing birc tudng hai bén boc ra

mii Am mdc ctia gach cii va rong réu moc ddy trong cac k& d4 phién.

O quéng giita hanh lang c6 mot ké sach dung trong mdt hoc nho. Gitr chit cai cde vO ngudi bang ban tay trai, Dagbert ding tay phai ddy hai quyén sach
ra khoi mot ngiin ké. N6 gd vo mang gd tron déng sau hai quyén sach.

“Ai d6?” mdt giong cat lén.

“Dagbert, thira ngai. Toi c6 thir cho ngai.”

“0, cai g,” Manfred ndi véi giong chan nan.

“Mot con buom.”

“Con buém?”’ Manfred c6 vé quan tim. “May vo di.”

K¢ séch ms vung vé phia sau, dé K mdt thur phong nho. Manfred Bloor dang ngdi sau mot cai ban viét, trén ban linh Kinh chai lo mau xanh i cy, hii
bang dat nung, hop thiec gi va nhitng thép gidy vang nga dugc xép thanh timg nhom.

“Ta hy vong 1 con buém d6, Dagbert Endless,” Manfied vy Dagbert lai gan. “Ta ban cuc ky, nhu trd thdy do.”

“Ding chinh xac la con buémdo, thira ngai.”” Dagbert xoay cai cdc trong ca hai ban tay va diit n6 G ngwoc xudng trude mit Manfred. Gios thi khong thé
phan biét dugc d6i canh clia con budm voi mieng vai miat-xo-lin mau trang 16t bén dudi.



Manfied ghé mét dom qua ban thity tinh day. “Mi chic khong?”

“Nhin doi canh bac kia chua? To6i biét n6 1 con budm pﬁa Charlie. Toi da bat dwoc né & Hanh lan Chan dung. Mic diiné khon dé so, chui vo dau trén
mot chiim hoa loa kén trang, Tuong 14 khdng bi nhin thay.” Dagbert cuoi khyt khit mifii. “Cai ngurdi trong birc chan dung d6 trong thit tirc cuol.”

Manfied thay cho n6 mdt c4i nhin béng gid. “Nguoi trong birc chin dung d6  ba ting-tang-ting 0 Donatella cta ta, mbt phy ni can truong. Ba da vo
tinh bi dién giat chét trong khi dang lam thi nghiém.”

“Xin 16i,”” Dagbert noi.
“C6 ai giop may kam vy nay khong?” Manfied gd 6 céi cdc.

“Khong, thua ngai” Dagbert cam thiy d6i mét den ctia Manfied dang khoan xody vo minh, va n6 phéi dua vo ban dé giit théng bang, “Chi c6...Dorcas.
C6 ay da lam tam ludi doc do.”

“Con bé do 1 mdt tai ning phi thurong,” Manfied n6i voi vé mén nguyén. “May c6 thé di duoc rdi, Dagbert.” Hén dtng 1én va chira cira.

“Con vé con buém,” Dagbert noi. “Toi biét ngai mudn né dé Charlie Bone khong thé chu du an toan, nhung t6i khong phai chi bt né vi viée do.”
“Khong u?”” Manfied nhin con buém bi nhét.

“Khong Toi mubn niic ca bang con budm dy. Tancred Torson da an cap con nhim bién cua t6i, va khong c6 no thi toi khong thé... khong thé...”
“Dim chét ngudi?” Manfred mom

“Khong hén.” Dagbert nhin mt. “Téi chi khong 14 ti néu khong c6 du tat ca linh vt bién ctia minh.”

“O, ta ¢6 thé ddi pho voi Tancred Torsson. Pumg lo, ta s& tra con buém lai sau khi ta da nghién ctru n6 mot chit. Nhung hily bao dam la Charlie Bone
khong bao it c6 n6 nita.” Han phay mdt ban tay vo Dagbert. “Gio di di. May s& Ly lai duoc bua cia may ma, dimg so.”

Charlie dang dirg trong phong tam, cam thély budn non. N6 tur hoi hay c6 ai da chude thude doc minh. N6 bam vo thanh bon tam trong khi céin phong
quay quay quanh nd. Pau tién Ia mdt chicu sau d6 1a nguoc lai.

“Bm 6n chir, Charlie?”

M6t giong n6i xuyén qua birc min uu dau Charlie. N6 xdy xAm quay dau lai va thiy Fidelio dang dimg canh ctra phong tim
“Cam thiy khé chiu im,” Charlie néi. N6 lio d4o qua cira va Fidelio diuné vo giuong

Ping Iic Dagbert Endless vo dang dirng dom sung Charlie. “Khong khée a7’ nd hoi.

Charlie ngoanh di tranh doi it stmg S(A’)tnm‘au nude bién ctia Dagbert. N6 cam thiy strc manh rdi bé minh. Ngudi né I di dén ndi hiu nhw khong nhic
ndi canh tay. Nhirng hinh thii 1o md chuyén dong trong Ia swong che phu thi giac ctia né va n6 nghe tiéng Fidelio goi, “Ba giam thi, Charlie bi bénh.”

Cai cum tir “ba giam thi” doi bum bum vo tai n6i, tur nhu am thanh mo hd séu dudi nude. “C6 én duoc khong, Charlie? Khong gi i mdt gidc ngii dém
ngon lanh khong chita khoi”

Pén phut tit. Charlie ndim trong bong ti trong khi nhitng hinh anh quen thudc 1on tiing nhéo trong du nd: mot hiép si 4o chimg xanh I cay, mt con quy
in bang d4, mdt mat bién xAm day séng. Nhung hoan toan vang bong hiép siddi mil giap bac cam chum 16ng chim do lap loang, Va tat ca nhitng gi con
lai ctia chiéc thuyen la chop cot budm dang chim dan xudng mi bién dit ton. Sau d6 Charlie trong thay Clearwen ndm trong mot cdi vom thiy tinh 4nh
bac da phai khoi doi canh trang ctia nd. Bang tat ca strc Iire con lai, Charlie nhom chong ctii chd 1én va thét “CLAERWEN!”.

Nguyén ca dam con trai dang ngi1 trong phong ngii chung da thirc ddy réo roi. Nhimg dira nao chwa ngi thi bat dau hét 1én om toi.

“Cammdm!” “N6 nic chimg gi d67” “N6 miét trf rdil” Mot trong nhitng thing hoc sinh I6p Mot rén rAm, “Anh 4y bi sao vit?” ira ndo d6 da khoc.
“Binh tinh moi ngudi,” Fidelio trdn an. “Charlie chi bi dc mdng thoi. Ai chd cd ic vay. Em khong sao chir, Charlie?”’

Charlie ngdi ddy. Tiéng 11 11 trong dau n6 da hét. Con chong mit ciing da qua. N6 cam thiy trd vé trang thai nhur cii. “Em én rdi, cam on. Em thiy khoe,
rt khoe.”

Manfied Bloor da cat don hét cai hop thiéc dung b¢ sén sdy kho ctia Ong ting- téng ting to ctia hén, nhimg lo dyung dau duong va nude it khi, nhimg
hil tho bién va ca doc, nhimg thép gdy vang cho day nhitng nét chit bay buém cau ky. Manfred da hy vong chiing s& hitu ich trong viéc han gin vét nirt
ctia gwong thin Amoret, nhung ching thiy c6 dong chit ndo ciia ba Bertram Bloor viét vé viée stra chita gurong, Hin quan tim dén viéc phat minh sang
ché hon 1 phuc hdi va Bmmdi lai.

Manffed khéa ctra chiéc ti bang gb s:6i cham tr6 do nhitng t tién hén dé lai va thay chia khéa vo ttii do. Tro lai ban viét, hdn bt dAu nghién ctru con
budm trong cai coc thity tinh. “Tao bat duoc may r6i, con budm, diia phép, hay bat ké may la cai giong gi.”



Con budm co6 vé dang nhat nhoa di. P6i canh bac da mat anh ngoi, cai d4u n6 hoi nhau.

“Chét,” Manfied tuyén b. “Nhung bon tao van c6 thé str dung may.”

Mot am thanh xéo ddng tir c4i cc bat ra. Mot tiéng tach rt nho. Manfred ngdi xudng. Hip mit lai, hin quét khiip i cc timmot vét nirt hay vét né
nho6. Han vira dinh nhin gan hon thi thi mot tiéng réc dinh tai vang Ién, cai coc bé toang. Hang chyc minh v sang l6a bay vt ra cura s6. Thiy tinh day
damxuyén qua tam kinh va céi coc roi thanh mdt con mura thiy tinh trit xudng ménh sén gach bén ngoai toa nha.

Miéng vai mit-xo- lin méu tréing nim trong tro trén ban viét ctia Manfred. Con buém da thoét roi.

Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Va Cdi Bong Xur Badlock duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chuwong 8
Con gi6 doc dia
“Weeedon! Weedon!”

Charlie nghe théy tiéng thét trong ménh san gach bén dudi phong ngi chung, Nhay phdc khoi giurdng, nd phéng ra cira s6. O d6 d co nam sau thing bu
lay khung kinh

“D6 Ia thay Giam Sat Tai Phép”, mdt thing ndm nhét phén khich Ia to.

“Xem déy thity tinh kia,” mdt thing khéc quan sat.

“Ai d6 ném gach tring cira s6,” Bragger Braine, dira ndm hai tiép 10i.

“Dd ngu,” Dagbert phot mi¢ng, “Thily tinh tir bén trong chir khong phai tir bén ngoai, néu c6 gach ném xay ra.”
“May nghi may thong minh thé 42 Rupe Small, n6 1& ctic cung ctia Bragger héin hoc noi.

Mot déng thiy tinh vo Bp lodng dui san. Manfred dang chim rdi di vong quanh, syc miii gidy vé dbng thy tinh, ngdi xdm xubng ding mot cay bit chi
choc choc vo. “Weedon!” han réo gao. “Lai day mau!”

On hiéu trudng, gido sur Bloor, md canh cira sb phia trén thu phong ciia Manfied va hoi, “Cai quéi quy gi thé, ho?”
“Coi day!” Manfred gao Ién, bét dimg ddy. “Coi cai nay ndy!” Han lai quing tay chi vao dong thity tinh v&.
“Sao lai co chuyén do xay ra?”” cha ctia hén chat van.

Charlie thiy Manfred ngan ngir. C4i quéi gl xéy ra tai nan nay thi hién tai s& & bi mit ctia Manffed. “Lam sao toi biét?” héin quat, giong hin bj kich dong
Ién t6i not cudng loan.

“Ta cho ring d6 a mot trong nhitng thi nghiém ctia anh,” gido sur Bloor noi.
“KHONG phai!” Manfied rit rong. “Weedon dau roi?”

“Hén dang lau don phong cua ta. Chir con ¢ dau nita?” Gido su Bloor thinh linh phat hién nhiig grong mit 16 1hd trong khung cira s phong ngii chung,
ben gam vang, “Pingi hét di! Khong ta s€ cam tic ca ddm.”

Ttee thi mdt tran chen chiic cubng cudng tranh xa khoi cira s6. Muoi hai thiing bé lao vé girong ctia ching va kéo chin Ién tit mit dAu. Ching chd ba
giam thi ding dung x6ng v, nhurng t6i nay nu ta dang ¢6 nhitng viée khac chiém finh dau éc.

Clearwen nim tp trong nhitng chiég 14 va vang gitta hai vién soi déng‘rrﬁ}L N6 thu minh nho hét ¢& trong khi gd Weedon hét manh thiy tinh xung quanh.
GA ut it rén ri trong hong khi ctii xudng quét nhitng manh vun vo cai d6 hot rac.

“Dd tat ca vo dy, Weedon.” Manfred chia ra mdt c4i tti nylon trong sudt.
“Ngai dinh am gi v6i n6?” gd Weedon hoi. “Ding chiing dé thure hién nghé thuat sip dat 42

“Khong phéi viéc ctia 1o, Manfied nat, ca héin ciing dang ti mén quét mrde. “Va nhé cho ta biét o c6 thiy gi bt thuong khong.”


http://ebookfull.net

“Kiéu khac thuong gi?”
“O, Io thira biét,” Manfred néng nay. “Bét cir c4i gi khong phéi thily tinh: ¢6 18 mdt con rudi, hay mdt con buém.”
“Al” g3 khut khit. “Gid thi 61 hiéu rd7”

Ga gac cong tiép tuc gac thémnira i nira, nhung nhiét d6 dang tut xudng nhanh le va ching bao Jau sau c4 méanh san rai soi da bt dau Iong lanh swong
giA.

“Khong hay r0i, ngdi Manfred,” g Weedon Bu bu. “Toi khong thé phén bigt dugc thity tinh voi swong. Toi chiu thua.” Ga d6 nhim rc cudi cing vo
bap nylon r6i di qua canh ctra vo Thap Phia Tay.

Manffed dimg théing Ién, xo0a xoa c4i kg, Chéc hin V?lq con dau do vét thurong ma nhitng con béo da tang hén. Nhung hén chura hé tinh dén chuyén bo
cudc. Han khong chiu tin con buém da tron thoat khoi han hoan toan. Khdng hon nao thoat khoi con miit hung dit cuia hén.

Clearwen cho. Trong c6 nang nhur mot vat chét: mbt van 14, mdt van c6. Mai dén khi Manfied tir bo cude timkiém, ¢6 nang bo ra khoi chd nip va di
chuyén vé phia bire trong nha nguyén. O d6 c6 nang ndm trong viing sang tir ctra s6 kinh mau hét xuong. C6 nang bict minh phai t6i duoc Charlie trrde
khi thing bé lai ¢ chu du lan nita, nhung 16 trinh t6i phong ngh chung vira doc vira nguy hiém doi ci con sau budm tini ma ¢ nang vira bien thanh. HE
tron duge Manfred, Clearwen da phai thay do61 hinh dang 1an nira. Phai mat it thoi gian thi 6 nang mdi trd lai 1a con budm trang nhu cii

Chiéu thir Sau, khi i tré di thu xép d6 dac dé ra vé, Clearwen van biét tim

Trude d6 Charlie da tan dung timg phit ranh 10i dé ling tim con budm ctia minh nhung ché thy tim tich nd dau. Va rdi ic né véi Billy dang xép hang
dang sau canh ctra d6i do s bang go soi, cho gd Weedon mo ctra, Tancred phong bay téi tir phia sau Charlie, thi thao, “Charlie, Dagbert ndi n6 da bat
duoc con budém clia em.”

“Céi gil” Bubng cai gio rét xudng san, Charlie quay phit lai va tim ddo déc hang con nit ding sau minh.

“N6 khong c6 & ddy,” Tancred bao. “N6 dang hoc thém véi thiy Giam sat Tai Phép.”

“Emkhong quan timné & dau,” Charlie n6i lén.

“Suyt! Embi cdm tiic bay gio.” Tancred canh bao. “Chd dén khi tui minh ra ngoai da.”

Ga Weedon da xudt hién. Thor hong hoc va cam ram, g théo nhimg cai then st to kénh ra va lich céch tra chiée chia qué kho vo 6 khoa. Cudi cing
canh ctra mo toang va g gac cong quau quo dimg qua bén trong khi bon tré tuén qua ngudi gi ra ngoai troi ty do.

Ba chiéc xe buyt dang doi sén trén quang truong. Charlie dimg chd & bac thang trong khi bon khoa Nhac leo v0 chiée xe bugt xanh da troi déing truée
nd. Khi Tancred hién ra, Charlie chyp Iay cénh tay anh.

“Thé, con budm ctia em & da?”

“Anh d bao emrdi,” Tancred ing tim 4o ching xanh I cy ra xa vai. “Dagbert néi n6 bt duoc con buém N6 doi trao ddi con budm véi con nhim
bién ctia nd.”

“Y anh néi gi?”” Charlie kéu to.

Saibudc vé chiéc xe buyt xanh la cay, Tancred noi, Y anh néi rang nd s&€ doi con budém ctia em Iy con nhim bién bang vang ctia né ma anh da thu gitr
vao cai d@mno co y dim chét em”

“Vay chimg nio anh dinh d6i n6? Charlie nhing nhing bam st got Tancred ra tdi tan chd chiéc buyt xanh 14 cy.

“Thi thé do, Charlie. Anh khong nghi minh chiu dé n6 ¢6 lai con nhim bién. Khéng c6 con nhim thi né khong qua nguy hiém.” Tancred bét d4u leo 1én xe
buyt.

“Anh phai ddi,” Charlie nhay 1én bac thang cubi ciz axe bugt.

“Em tré xe buyt bay gioy,” Tancred nhic no. “Xudng mau di, Charlie. Xe nay di hudng khac.”

“Mic ké.”

“Tyi minh s& tim ra cach khac dé iy lai con buém ctia em,” Tancred noi khi di vé phia cudi xe buyt.

“Xudng di, cau xanh da troi kia,” bac tai xé ra lénh, “khong t6i bao 6ng gac truong diéu ¢d cau xubng bay gio.”

Charlie nhay xudng khi chiéc xe buyt xanh I ¢a ring rinh ra khoi quang truong. Xe buyt ctia nd Cﬁng‘dé bét dau ghuyér} banh va né chi vira kip nhay Ién.
Ca Gabriel va Fidelio ciing kéo né v, tha nd nam phi pho & giir 161 di, trong khi bac tai x€ than thd rang i tré ching hieu dugce ai sinh ra va nubi lon



chiing,
Gabriel gic g6 x4ach ciia Charlie 1én ngin dé hanh Iy, trong khi Charlie dtmg déy va ngdi phich vo ghé bén canh Fidelio.
“C6 chuyén gi thé?” Guong it lo Fing cta Billy ngd vong qua ken ghé ctia Charlie.

“Bé anh ndi em bié't,sau,” Charlie n6i, chim nghim xudng. N6 quay qua Fidelio thi thim, “Dagbert bit dugc con buém ctia em, nhung né doi dbi iy mén
d6 ma Tancred da lay ctia n6.”

Fidelio nhin siing Charlie. ““Anh udc gi ¢6 noi ndo d6 cho dam tui minh gap ¢3. Anh phai dién tap voi dan nhac Tré sudt cudi tuan, nhung anh s rénh vao
t61 Chil nhat. Gio em dinh 1am gi khi quan ca phé Thu Kiéng bi dong ctra?”

Tir hang ghé phia sau ching, Gabriel néi, “Lam cho quéan ca phé md ctia lai. Toi s& di gip 6ng Onimous.”
“Nhung 6ng 4y...” Charlie bét dau.
“Chura chét,” Gabriel nghiém nghi.

Chiéc xe buyt chay ngoan ngoéo khép thanh phd trong khi i tre nhay xuong tai nhitng tram gan nha ching va bién mét vao troi toi. Pén duong da bat,
nhung 4nh sang khong thé viron toi nhimg ngd hém quanh co, tdi hi, noi tiép gidp duong Ddi Cao.

Gabriel song trén duong Doi Cao, mdt con dudng ddc da nhin xudng thanh phd. Anh 1 ngudi dau tién xudng tram & chén doi, nhung hém nay anh doi
dén khi xe t6i quing durong hep dan v quén ca phé Thii Kiéng moi xuéng,

“Me 61 dang & d6,” anh bao. “Me 6i bao s& khong dé ba Onimous mdt minh sau tit ca nhitng chuyén xay ra.”

Charlie nhin Gabriel queo v hém Ech va co gid chay. Trong tit ca bon ching, Gabriel 13 nguoi gang glii voi gia dinh Onimous nhét. Me anh lam phuc vy
trong quan, va gia dinh chudt kiéng dong duc ctia anh luon 1a khach duoc chao don o day.

Charlie va Billy rdi xa buyt & dau duong Filbert va di bo vé nha s6 9. Khi ching gin vé& dén nha, Charlie thiy Benjamin dimg & bac cép trén cing nha sb
12. Benjanmnin dang nhom trimg trimng nha ctia Charlie bén kia duong, Vira nhéc trong thiy Charlie, thing nay chui tot vo nha va dong sam cira trude lai.

Charlie thd dai. “N6 s€ khong ndi chuyén véi anh nita cho téi khi nd gap lai Hat Dau.”
“C6 & em s€ nhin mdt chit vo birc tranh,” Billy ndi.

“Quén di, Billy. Néu em bi bt vo xtr Badlock, anh s& khong bao gio ctru emra dugc dau. Néu khong c6 Clearwen.” Bét than Charlie nghi dén nguoi
khong 16. Khong c6 Clearwen, cé thé nd s& khong bao gio gap lai to tién ctia minh.

Hai thiing bé bude vo hanh lang va hudng thing t6i nha bép. Ngoai Maisie dang ndu mon gi 6 thom kg dén ndi miéng ching tira nude.

Ruii thay, ngoai Maisie khong phéi i ngudi duy nhat & trong bép. Noi Bone dang ngdi trong chiéc ghé bap bénh ctia mu bén canh bép 1o.

“Aaal” BO mit cAm cin ctia ndi Bone vy phup ra mdt nu cuoi. “Billy Raven, cubi cung ciing toi. Ta da tu hoi khi nao thi mi s€ lai toi thaim bon ta day.”
“Chao, ba Bone,” Billy JAm Iét noi.

“Treo mil 40 trong hanh lang 4, i nhoc.” Noi Bone chi ra ctra. “Va dem gio sach 1én lau. Bon ta khong thich dem d6 ngoai duong vo nha bép 4m ciing
cuia bon ta phai khong Maisie?”

“T6i ching phién gi,”” ngoai Maisie néi, bic mdt cai ndi 1on ra khoi bép 1o.

Noi Bone méng ba “Thi tlty ddy” rdi xua hai thing bé di.

“Ngoai Maisie, Hat Pau c6...” Charlie bt dau.

“Theo ba biét thi, khong c6 gi ra khoi ting him ca,” ngoai Maisie noi. “Chéc ba kia c6 thé néi cho con biét ba ta c6 thiy gi khong.”
“Liinhéc 4o ching.” ndi Bone quat.

Billy tré ra hanh lang va Charlie theo sau, ¢6 khong vudt ra 10 gl d6 tho 16. Treo 4o ching xanh da troi Ién méic dé mii xong, hai thang bé i én lau thay
€6 xach vo phong Charlie ri chay i xudng bép.

“Don ban, Charlie,” ndi Bone ra Iénh, bép bénh chiéc ghé t6i lui. Hinh nhw mu dang phén khich vé cai gi do.
Charlie vang 101 sép ban ra cho ndm ngudi an.

“Bdn thoi,” ba ndi nd him he. “Ong cdu Paton ctia may khong c6 & nha, on troi. An dudi anh nén khién tao phat én.”



Charlie ¢4t bot mt con dao va mot cai niia di, tht ca clng ngéi xudng trong khi ngoai Maisie mang thit clru ham Ién ban, va bat dau nic ra. Mon ndy tht
nhién a mé ly cur Charlie hy vong roi, nhung bira &n bi 6 nhim boi sy ¢6 nit 1 o ctia ndi Bone — boi tieng hip xi xup muh phat ra, boi tieng my ¢ hoi va
céi kiéu my hay dao mit nhin dia ctia moi nguoi.

Bira an sép xong thi Charlie nghe théy mot chiée xe 1on 14 t6i tip vO 1 durdng bén ngoai nha. Qua k& hé ctia nhitng tAm rémn6 théy mit chiée xe thing
mau tréng wira d4u ngay trude cira s6 nha bép. N6 ngac nhién khi Ong c4u Paton nhay ra, dong voi cura xe lai va chhatj vO nha, chiéc mil pht den sup
xudng che nt. Charlie thAm mong cho moi sir ém tham va nhin dén duong, Khong ¢6 gind tung.

“Phut!”” Charlie mirng hiim ngay tic ctra trudc md cai inh.

“C6 ai lAm on tit dén di,” Ong cau Paton goi tir ngoai hanh lang,

Nigoai Maisie budc phai thip nén lén trong khi Charlie phong ra tit dén.

“Mi d3 & dau mit meit sudt ca tudn ha?” ndi Bone hoanh hoe khi Ong cau Paton budc vo.

Quéng cuc o vao cau hoi ciia my, Ong cau Paton chép miéng “C6 mon gi thom qua”. Ong dit chiée cap tap son rach bén canh cira va kéo mot chiée
gh€ t6i ban.

“Tao vira hoi mi d6,” ndi Bone ndi.

“Thi ba héi, Grizelda.” Ong céu Paton xoa hai tay vao nhau khi ngoai Maisie dat mot dia thit ctru bbe khéi trude mit ong. “Toi khon théy lido dé tra i
cu hoi ctia ba. Toi im gi i viée ciia t6i.” Ong quay qua Charlie. “Con chd chura xuét hié phai khong, Charlie?””

Charlie lic dau. “Hat Dau van bi ket.”

“Nhung c6 1& con ¢6 thé n6i chuyén véi n6,” Billy ni.

Ong cau Paton nhiu may. “Khéng dugc, Billy.” Ong bét du xoi mon ciru trong dia clia minh.
“Nhung c6 thé...” Billy n6n néng nhoai nguoi vé trude.

“Khong,” Ong cau Paton dirt khoat. “Ching ta s& tim cach khéc. Miic du ta thi thyre rang trong nghién ctru ctia minh ta chura bao gid nghe nhéc dén viéc
ché bi ket trong tranh.”

“Nghién ciru! Nghién ciru!” ba chi ctia 6ng gam gir, rdi ban. “Thd miii v chuyén nguoi khéc thi co. Mi nghi diéu d6 s& dua mi t6i dau?”’

“V& c4 nhan t6i thi khong t6i dau c4, ba chi 4. Tuy nhién nhing gi t6i khdm phé ra lai ¢6 ich cho khdi nguoi khéc.” Ong cau Paton liéc nhin Billy Raven.
Charlie nhin theo ba ndi né him himdi ra ctra. O d6 mu chén chir, ban tay phai suyt gio én bat cong tic dén. N6 ¢6 thé thdy my hét strc ham mudn bat
cai bo'pg den treo phia trén ban lén. Néu nu ma bat thi Ong céu Paton s€ bi doi nura thity tinh va dia d6 an ctia 6ng s€ day manh vun. Nhung nu chi lan
chan 161, véi mdt ci nhin vai nhan nhuc, mu roi khdi phong,

“Chinh xac thi 12 ong nghién ciru i thé a, ong Yewbeam?”” Billy hoi.

“A, nghién ciru ctia ta,” Ong cau Paton mim cuoi, hinh nhw véi chinh minh thi dung hon. “Ta dang viét vé lich str dong ho nha ta, Billy 4. Gia dinh
YewBeam Nhung viéc dao xi va khoan xody qua khir lai dan ta di sau vo cudc doi clia nhiéu nguoi khéc. Khong thinh pho nao trén dat nuée nay
glong nhu thanh pho nay, con biét day Trude hét, n6 duoc xay dung boi mdt thy phéap, hon nita, va mdt vi vua. Nhung thiy phép, nhimg nguoi tot va

keé xau gi&r day ndm Bn trong timg tic d4t ciia noi nay. Gidng nhur mdt 1p via quang an lién vo dét trong, da va dét sét, d4 voi va dat mim bén dudi budc
chin ching ta.”

Ngoai Maisie kh& thdt 1én “Chéc!” rdi Bic dau bao “C6 can thiét phai mua mdt chiée xe mode to nhur thé khong, Paton?”

‘Té tién cta ching t6i 6 rai rac khéip dat nurée,” Ong cau Paton dép. “Toi phai di t6i nhimg nghiia trang, thur vién, nha riéng, van phong h@i,d(k)ng, dai loai
the. Khi démxudng, t6i thudng nhn ra minh ¢ xa nha. Chac chan t6i khong the v khich san dugc, voi tat ca den dom sang trung nhur the. Toi chi con
lra chon duy nhat 1a ngi1 trén bang ghé cong vién.”

“V2 bi bop ¢d tir phia sau,” Billy noi.

“Bop cd, ding, Chinh x4c, Billy.” Ong c4u Paton miic mubm cubi ciing, tuyén bd d6 1 mon ham ngon nhét minh timg an, va ngdi ngira lung ra sau thd
mdt cai that khoan khoai.

“Ong d4 timra c4i g tha vi chura a, 6ng YewBeam?” Billy hoi tiép.

Ong c4u paton nhin Billy mot thoang, nhu thé dang quyet dinh xem c6 nén boc 16 voi thing be hay khong Cubi cung ong dap, “Co chur, Billy. Co that
su. Nhu'ng hién tai nhirng manh moi van con mii rm Pé i It ta théo g duge nhitng chi tiét rbi rim, roi thi...” Ong ngimg lai, “rdi thi sau do, cude song
ctia nhidu nguoi s& dot ngdt thay doi...day kich ti



Charlie ¢6 4n tuong I nhiing 10 n6i cta Ong c4u Paton rat ¢6 y nghia voi Billy, ding la riéng véi Billy, dén ndi cude doi thing bé c6 thé thay doi hoan
toan. Phai chiing Ong cau Patton da phat hién diéu g d6 vé cha me thing bé?

On cu Paton khong n6i gl thém vé nghién ctru ctia minh nira. Thay dbi d& tai, 6ng hoi ngoai Maisie ¢6 gi xay ra voi birc tranh trong khi 6ng di ving
khong,

“Ong khong nghi t6i nhin vo tAng hAm ddy chit?” ba bét bé. “Sau nhitng gi xay ra v6i con cho tdi nghiép. Va lai ba chi ctia ong khoa tit cira 16i.”

“Toi chi tur hoi, ba biét ddy, xem ba c6 nghe thy tiéng st hay tiéng tru...gi d6 khong,” Ong cau Paton noi.

“Khong.” Ngoai Maisie thu don dia va demra bon rira. “Nhung t6i hay thiy Benjamin Brown cr nhin dau d4u qua bén day nhu thé trai tim né tan va.”
“Con phai lim g} d4y?” Charlie kéu Ién, up hai tay che mit. “Con s& c6 ctru Hat Pau, cho du khong c6 Clearwen.”

“Con bi mét con buém 42 Ong cau Paton lo Eing,

“Con biét n6 & dau? Nhung con chura thé Ay n6 lai dugc.”

“Sao chua?” dng cdu cua nd ndi.

“Qué phirc tap dé giai thich.”

Ong cau Paton chip nhin cau tra 101 nay mot cich mién cudng “Chirng nio chura tim thiy con budm thi ding nhin vo ting ham D6 I ménh lénh.” Ong
dung én va day ghé vo ban. Chiic moi nguoi ngli ngon, dng cap cap tap vo nach, lay mdt cay nén tir trén t0 dung ly chén va di lén phong riéng.

Khi ngoai Maisie nghe thiy tiéng ctra phong Ong cau Paton dong lai, ba bat dén bép va gio mot chiéc khén lau bat dia én, “Nao céc cau bé. Aisg lau
day?””

Billy xi lau bt dia, con Charlie ¢t ching di. Ngoai Masie 14 nguoi rira chao ndi sach nhét.

Nira gio sau, khi Charlie va Billy dang leo 1én cau thang, mdt con €6 lanh quét qua hanh lang, Lop 4o khodc trén méc du dua trong con gi, hai birc
tranh trén tuong xéch qua bén, tAm tham chii chén dt & ctra bi nhic 1én mot dau, va chiée mii phét ctia Ong cau Paton vot 1én trén nha, 1t ngira ra rdi
roi phich xudng dat.

“Céi gi d6?” Billy bam chit Iy thanh vin cau thang,

“Khong biét.” Charlie t61 nhat chiéc mii cta Ong céu kén. N6 khong hé nghe thiy tiéng gio ngoai dudng, khong c6 tiéng cira lach cach, khong co cay cbi
x40 xac. N6 ngo xuéng hanh lang dén t6i ting him N6 c6 thé doan con gié doc tir ddu thdi téi nhung quyét dinh khong n6i cho Billy biét.

Hay 1a cai bong da cham t6i ching, 6 ngay tai day?
Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Ve Cdi Bong Xir Badlock duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.

Chwong 9
Tréan tan phd & tiém 4m

Puong Piminy chay ngay phia sau tiém sach Ingledew. Nhimng toa nha khung gd x6 nghiéng, trong nguy hiém nhur nudn d6 xudng long duong dén noi;
nhitng canh ctra lung lay duoc d4nh dau bang nhimg mili tén va mai ngdi nhap nhd tya nhitng gon séng; tuy nhién, trdn dai hoa hoan thé ki murdi tam da
khong bao it cham tdi dugc nhitng ngdi nha ¢b xuwa ndy. Theo ¢6 Ingledew d6 1 boi vi vio thdi d6 hau hét moi ngdi nha trén con duong nay déu do
mot thy phép loai niy hay loai kia lam chi.

Ay thé ma, dudng Piminy lai 1 nha ciia ba Kettle, dit & ba khong c6 chit xiu gi doc ac ca. Nhin ba c6 18 théy la thuong, chir khong c6 gi de doa, dang
s0. Ba da cho Charlie c4i &m do chinh 6ng tang t6 nhidu doi ctia ba, ngai Feromel, rén cach ddy nam trdm nim. Trong 4m chira mot chat Iong niu den
khong bao gios bi d6 ra ngoai. Chét long vinh ciru d6 thurong lanh nhung Kettle d canh bao Charlie rang hé khi ndo s thiy cai &m nong 1én thi ¢6 thé nd
s& gip nguy hiém.

Vo t6i thir sau, Charlie khong ngac nhién khi thiy c4i 4m néng ran dén ndi nd khong thé cham vo duoc. Sang hom sau ngay khi tinh day 16 lai sd cai dm
Jan nira. C6 hoi ngudi di nhung van con néng,

Billy ciing biét vé c4i 4m ctia Feromel. “N6 nong a?” thing bé hoi.
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“Khong qué néng,” Charlie diy cai dm xudng dudi gim giurong,
“An séng xong tui minh t6i nha ba Kettle iy Rembrandt duoc khong?”” Billy quing gio khoi giudng va deo mit kinh vo.
“Hirm. Udc gi anh lién lac duoc véi Tancred,” Charlie noi.

Ca Charlie in Billy déu khong c6 dién thoai di dong. Truong khong cho phép ching mang theo, con ni Bone thid tay chay loai dién thoai ndy. Charlie
khong thich y nghi ndi chuyén voi Tancred tir dién thoai ngoai hanh lang, vdi kha nang rat cd thé bi ndi Bone nghe 1dm

Chiéc xe thing miu tréing d4 di khoi khi hai thing bé xudng Au in séng,

“Trudc lic binh minh ma 6ng cdu ciia con da ra di rdi,” ngoai Maisie ndi, diit mot lat thit xong khoi kon én timg dia cho bon ching “Ong 4y an theo déu
vét mot cai gi do...co troi biét 1 cai gl

Sau khi xoi thém mot It thit xong khoi nita ciing v6i vai lat banh mi quét mat ong, Charlie va Billy Ién dudng t6i Tiém 4m

“Liic ndo con ciing c6 thé mang con chudt clia con vé ddy,” ngoai Maisie n6i khi ba tién bon ching ¢ cira trude. “Ba ta khong bao gioy biét dau,” ba ndi
them, nhdy ntit én cau thang noi ni Bone dang stic miéng budi sang,

“Camon ba Jones.” Billy chay theo sau Charlie.
Charlie xAp ngira di khoi nha s 9 cang nhanh cang tot. N6 khong mudn giap mét Benjamin lin néo nia trurée khi né ctru duoc Hat Dau ra.

Ngay khi vira & vO dudng Pimny, cam gide s s ma Charlie hay cam thiy & day hom nay dudng nhu manh hon. N6 hay tuéng tuong c6 ai d6 dang
nhin minh tr mt ctra s6 toi it ndo d6 bén dudi mai hién.

Tiém 4m ndm qua khoi tiém ca bi hiém, noi ma ching ban ca bao gio.

Nhung trude khi t6i tiém c thi ching phéi di qua Tiém Turgng é. Trong s6 nhitng ngdi nha trén duong Piminy thi cdi tiém niy ring ron nhét. Noi kén

gitra bong t6i den déc bang da dang vung dui cui hodc vung riu. C6 ca nhirng nguoi linh d, ngwa da va ché cling bang da. Nhimg g3 hiép sima co lan
tan cong bon tré khong con & day nita — g bi Hi€p siDd chém dut doi va bay gio dang ciing vdi con ngua da ctia g nambep dudi day song,

“Pi tiép di,” Billy kéo giat 40 jacket ctia Charlie. “Em ghét noi d6.”

Miii Charlie di suyt cham v6 khung cfravsé. Trong long n6 dang thic thom so gap ai do thi qua nhién n6 gip nguoi that. Eric Shellhorn, théng con riéng
ctia chong ba c6 Venetia. Charlie c6 thé nhan ra mat né dang lap 16 tir dang sau mdt burc tugng da cao, miic 4o thung — hinh nhur 1a tugng mdt gido si

Druid--1.

“Anh biét ngay i n6 & trong d6 ma,” Charlie im bam

Billy git dng tay 4o Charlie. “Bi di, Charlie. Mt biic tuong trong do lai bit dau dong day bay gio.”

“Anh khong nghi Eric s& lim diéu do gjita ban ngy ban mit.”

“N6 lam chir sao khong, i ndo. Em mudn gip Rembrandt.”

Ngay trude khi i khoi cira s6, Charlie da kip nhin thdy Eric chay vt ra déng sau tiém. “N6 dinh gio tro gi tiép theo day, anh thic mic?”

Billy d 11 t¢ chay tiép trén duong va Charlie lién chay theo, nhung n6 thay minh ctr In ban bén ngoai tiém ca. Cénh cira noi quai dan nay luon dong va
im im, tuy nhién mii tanh nong lai pha ra tir trong nha, nhu theé moi vién gach duoc 1am ttr mot con ca thu hay ca tuyet.

béy Ia nha cua Dagbert Endless — néu ta co thé goi d6 I nha. Cira s phia trén tim bién vira den vira c4u béq Nhung tAm rém mon xo chi, va tht ca
nhing gi dugc nhin thay bén trong ctra s6 ay la mot cai qudy trong tron trong can phong tuong It gach men trdng nirt né, san nha It da phien réu moc.
Charlie nhan mili va budc di tiep. Dén luc n6 61 Tiém Am thi Billy d& vd bén trong tiém va dang len 161 qua tirng m trung by trén nhitng c4i bé va trén
ban ké khéip phong,

Charlie dong ctra tiém lai, canh cira rit ken két trén nhiing ban 16 gi sét; 06 theoBilly di qua mt khung cira hinh vom v mit can phong khac ciing chit
day am Nhung ¢ day c6 bon chiéc ghé quay quanh mdt cai ban con dé trong, noi khach hang c6 thé ngdi chime ngudng dm c6 du loai. Trén bép 1o phia
sau ban cé mot chiec am dong dang huyt sdo vui vé.

“Ta biét ngay hom nay ta s& giip méy cung ni.” Ba chit tiém nhic cai 4m dang kéu vang xudng va rét nurde soi v binh tra 1on miu nau,

“Bai vi con chudt ciia chau a,” Billy néi, miit dén vao dia banh quy nhan ba Kettle vira dé 1én ban.

“U, ding |4 con chudt ctia cung, cung 3. Ba Kettle i mdt phii nit cudn cudn vo bip, toc thing miu dong quén cao trén dinh diu. Ba mic 40 bao ho

lién quén mau xanh dam, di ing da JAm chdm vét dau, boi vi trén hét ba | mdt tho rén — ban 4m chi A mot thi vui va B binh phong che gidu nghé nghiép
bi mit ctia ba.



“Thé né d4u rdi a?” Billy d4o déc nhin quanh, hy vong mdt con chudt den x ra chay vé phia minh.
“Poan coi!” ba Kettle ndi.
“Chéu khong doan duoc,” Billy nén ndng. “C6 quéa nhiéu noi cho 16 trén qua.”

Ba tho rén budc tir chd nay qua chd no, t6i dau gd gd nhimg chiéc 4m t6i d6. Ba ngip ngimg, lai di tiép, dimg chin va trAim ngAm, xoa cim “Hay 13 ta
da 1am mt nd roi.”

“Kh..6...ng!” Billy thét kén.

Nip ctia cai dm sat khong 16 hoi nhdc 1én mot chit rdi ndy xubng nén nha nghe mot tleng choang thét 16n. Ho chd doi, nhung khong c6 con chudt den 16
ra. Thay vao d6 I cai dau ctia mdt con triin mau xanh da troi. N6 nglic ngodc qua ndy rdi ngo ngoe qua bén kia, nhimg so long chim xanh da troi tuyét
dep trén dau n6 phét pho nhu nhitng dai bang ron hua trong gi6.

“0, chau quén mit Ja con trin ¢ day.” Billy di vé phia cai diu kha khat.

“N6 12 mdt anh chang 6t tinh. Ta lién lac dugce v6ind ding hoang, Ta goi nd i Solomon, né khon oi la khon.”

Vira trong thiy Billy, con trin xanh da trdi lién truron ra khoi 4m, bo dudi dat va bat dau quén quanh chan Billy. Nhung Billy ning con vat kén va nha
nhang quan vo vai minh trong khi vira ngdm nga wira ndi rin rit vi no. Con tran dap lai bang am thanh liép chiép, nhe nhur tiéng kéu ctia mdt con chim
nho.

“T6t lam,” Billy n6i khi con chéin d an vi. “N6 s& khong lim chéu v6 hinh dau.”

“Diéuky Ia cung co thé Am duroc nhur thé, Billy,” ba Kettle tim tic. “Solomon rét ndng dong trude khind chuéin bi di nghi trra. Nhén, rudi, bo hung, ké
ca chudt nd déu quan vo thin nguodi dai xanh da troi ctia n6 va lam bon ching bién mét ngay tai cho.”

Charlie cam théy c4i gi d6 dong dy trén ban chén minh. Ngay trudc mit, n6 thiy soi day gity bét dau bién mét. “Billy, anh nghi anh da thiy Rembrandt
1oi. N6 dang an day giay ctia anh.” Charlie gio chin Ién va da n6 vé phia Billy.

Co mot tiéng chit that In vang 1én ddng thoi mai toc trang cta Billy thinh finh Gp chup xudng mit. Billy gio ca hai tay kén chup 101 bum vé long ban tay thir
gl gidng hét nhur khong khi. Nhung Billy ¢6 thé cam thay nhiing soi ria, 1ong va mot cai dudi dai 5m tong,

“Solomon kim Rembrandt vay d6,” Billy néi, 1o vé sung sudng vi tim thiy con chudt nhung lai lo cho tinh trang v6 hinh ciia ch chang,

“Ta nghi cung s& dan xép duoc hét ma. Con trin do c6 thé am bt ky diéu gi vi cung,” ba Kettle bao.

Billy dit con chudt vo hinh xudng san va bét dAu rtc rich v6i con trdn trén vai. Nhung Rembrandt 13 rang 1 thich thii v6i sy v6 hinh ndy. Charlie cém’
thay con chudt chay qua ban chin minh, roi lai thdy mot cai bai ki hu, mot cai amroi bop xubng san. Tiep theo la tieng chan tini chay nhi nhody va tiéng
chit khoai chi bon qua cira vom, ra tiém phia ngoai. Ba Kettle thup 2o xuong va bit dau bo quah céc buc trung bay am; hai thang bé bt trude hm
theo ba, rdi con chin cting nhap cude kiém tim — trrdn | ngang qua san voi ve rat kich trén cai mit déng vy clia nd. Ba Kettle bdng phé ra cuoi. Charlie
khong nin dwoc cuoi, rdi thi ngay ca Billy ciing nhan thiy khia canh khoi hai ciia sur viée, n6 lin ra sin ma vurdi nén rudt.

Khong ai dé y cira tiém md ra chi mdt hi, khong d rong dé cira kit 1én. Ciing khong ai nghe thdy tiéng budc chan hwét nhe trén san nha, va khong ai thiy
Eric Shellhorn Ién qua ctra vom, vi1 téi canh ctra kim loai dan vo xuréng rén ciia ba Kettle.

Tét ca su viée d6 diénra trong vong chura téi mot phut, sau d6 con tran xanh da troi cudn chit than minh né thanh mii. Mot tiéng chit chdi tai va mit con
chudt den nhay phdc ra tir cai nui Solomon bong loang, chay t6i véi Billy

“Camon, Solomon.” Billy nhiit con chudt dang run rdy én, vudt ve va nhét nd vo i 4.
“Mt tach tra ngon nhé, my cung,” ba Kettly ndi, dimg ddy. “C6 I thém mot hay hai cai banh quy nhan nira.”

Hai théing bé theo ba tr6 lai chiéc ban, ¢6 Solomon trudn dudi san nha bén canh. Khi Billy ngdi xubng, con trén xanh da trdi ngdng dau ién va bét dau lic
lac than minh. Charlie cam nhén dugc hinh nhur n6 dang lo Iing, thdm chi s hii. N6 ¢t ngdc nhin Ién Billy ma rit ri.

Billy tra 10 con triin bing mdt tiéng 4m ir kh& rdi thong béo cho moi ngudi, “Solomon ndi ¢6 ai d6 da di vo tiém.”
“0, khong co ai ngoai ching ta,” ba Kettle ndi. “Con réin ctia cung c6 ndi 14 ai khong?”
“Con d4 hoi, nhung né khong biét.”

Charlie nhin con trdn trudn trd vao 6 ctia nd bén trong cai Amtd chang. Charlie cam thiy bat an. Con trin d6 khong co lido gi dé no ndi xao. N6 thong
thai va diu dang, khong phai 1a ké hay dua. Cha hi€u cai gi xui khién Charlie héi. “Ba ¢ mdt birc tuwong quy Iin bang da ¢ day phai khong?”

“Dlng 101, Charlie,” ba Kettle xac nhin. “N6 bi xich vao 16 rén clia ta ké tir khi nd tAn cong hai cha con bé gai t6i nghi€p. Tén quy in d6 da cod TAn tu



gy t0i c khi Eric 1m cho n6 song ddy.”

D6 ciing chinh 14 bire twong quy Iin da timg dung bén ngoai ctra nha ba ¢6 Venetia cua Charlie. Vao mjt ngdy Charlie khong bao gio quén, bire tuong
da tan cong chong moi cuia ba c6 Venetia va con gii 6ng, Miranda. Nguoi dan 6ng déng thurong dy da bi bo bua dé chiu lay ba ta, nhung dén khi hiu ra
sur tinh‘éng da dl{a con ga1 tron thoét‘khc")i thanh pho. Eric van ¢ lai yc’n' meé ghé. Ba c6 Venetia co mit tal phép rat khé chiv: nu ta CQ thé dau doc nan
nhan bang cach tam thudc doc v quan 4o ctia ho. Nhung my mo dén viéc str dung tai phép cua Eric d€ phuc vu cho tham vong quyén huc cua muy.
“Chau nghi minh d3 gip né r6i,” Charlie ni thing thang, “Khi né 1 mdt gi quy lin that. Tén 1a Ngén Céi Di.”

“Gap 10i u, Charlie? Quy In?” a Kettle ngirng khudy tra va xody doi mét mau hd phach nhin Charlie. “Y cung 1 gip trong nhirg chuyén chu du ctia
cung?”’

“Da phai,” Charlie d4p, i ké lai cudc phuru kru vo xtr Badlock ctia nd.

Ba Kettle chim dz‘in,l trong suy tuong. Chi mjt Jan ba nhic tach tra 1én, rat chdm va hip soat mdt ngum tra dang ngudi di nhanh chong. Khi Charlie ké
xong, ba chi con bict lac dau mdt hoi nhur hon xiéu phach lac.

Trong bau khong khi im king khac thuong, Charlie cam thay hoi lanh tran vo tiém. Va rdi, khong biét nd tuong turong hay 1 nhitng c4i 4m sang choang
kia d6t ngdt mat di do sang?

“Cai bong dang rép tAm trs ]al,” ba Kettle néi tur nhu dang doc thoai. “Hay khoa chét cira ting hAmnha cung lai, Charlie, rdi virt chia khoa di trude khi
bire tranh d6 bat cung lin nira.”

“Nhung con Hat Pau!” Billy phan doi.
“Cung s& quén n6, Billy, néu cung khon ngoan,” ba Kettle noi.

Chéc ,chén ba 4y biét tui minh khong thé quén dugc Hat Dau, Charlie nghii Nhung trong ba Kettle rt nghiém trang, trong dy lo 4u vi ric r6i bi mét nio
d6, dén ndi nd phai thira nhan 161 canh bao ctia ba 1a cye ki nghi€m chinh.

“Tiém Turong D4 lai b chiém finh 6. cudi ciing ba Kettle noi “Nhiéu néim n bo khong, voi tuong khéic dd ¢ trong sén, trong hoan chinh trong tiém thi
day mang nhén. Nhung cach day hai ngay ta nghe ¢4 tiéng bua dép. Chat! Chat! Chat! Tiéng kim loai duc da. Ta ben o1 lo ren dé dira ngd hem dang
sau day tiém trén duong nay. Ta nhin vo san tiém Tuong Pa va thay hén: mot g dan dn hung ton, ria mép vang va doi mil cao bdi. Melmott, hin giéi
thiéu di 1a tén héin. Nhung hén chi n6i véi ta tat ca c6 thé thoi. Ta e rang hén 1 ké dau tién trong sb nhiéu.”

“PAu tién trong s nhiéu c4i gi a?” Charlie hoi.

“Thay phap, cung, néu mong mudn ding mdt tir my miu hon. A c6 thoi phd nay d4y ap bon ho, nhung dén Ic ta duoc thira ké noi nay tir ong cb ctia
ta thi bon ho tit ca da diroi. Va gio...” Ba Kettle thu don cai tach va demra bon rira bén canh bép 1o.

“Gio thi sao a?” Billy thiic bach.

“Gio nhimg ke xau dang tr6 lai. Khong phai chi minh Eric thoi dau, ma ca nhitng dira tré ¢ Hoc vién Bloor, thing dim chét ngudi, thé.ng namchim, dira
chudc doc, Manfred-ke-th6i-mién, va lai con mu phu thily d6, mu Tilpin, me ctia thang nam chim— phe bon chiing dang manh én, miy cung a. Nhig

ngudi nhur chiing ta phai dé phong va canh chimg, bdo vé JAn nhau. Ta 1 nguoi duy nhét con s6t lai trén phd ndy, hai cung 4. Nguoi duy nhit ¢6 thé ngin
can bon ching, Ta linh cdm manh me 1 bon chiing sap stra lam gi d6. Chura bict I3 céi gi. Nhung ta dang canh giac cao d9.”

“Ba Kettle, cho chdu xem burc tuong da duoce khong?”” Charlie hoi.

“Bay gior i, cung mudn xem that 42 Ba Kettle liéc nhin cénh ctra kim loai, ngai ngling cho Charlie v 16 rén ciia minh.

“Chdu chi mudn chic chin Ngon Cai Dj van con & d6 thoi”” Méi lo 4u ctia Charlie dang tang dan.

Ba Kettle thé dai, chui ban tay ut v bo do béo h va m canh cira st ra. Charlie bude vo 10 rén. Trong n6 van hét nhur lan truée Charlie vo. Nhitng
birc turdng gach tro trui, nén d4 ban bui va du loai dung cu treo thong tir nha xuong. Cai de nam ¢ giir phong, va ngon ira phi phut dugc nghe thay dang
sau mdt canh ctra sat nho & chan ong khoi.

Trong gc tbi c6 mdt birc tuong lin be be. Mot so xich chap doi trong quanh vong hong day cui ctia héin, hai du sit moc vo nhitng ci khoen sat I6n &
trén trong. Charlie nhin trimg trimg v6 bire tuong, mt n6 dan quen voi bong t6i. Gio nd ¢6 thé thay cai miii rong bur thit, cai miéng mong méo xéch va
d6i mat ti hi.

“Hai long chua, Charlie?” ba Kettle goi to.

“Da.” Charlie dinh budc tr6 ra thi bé} chot n6 tlﬁ'}y vin sang loe Ién trong con miét bén trai ctia bure turong quy kin. Mot cai chép mit ching? Piéng nguoi
vi cai chdp mit do, lai thém hoang hot vé tinh chat wia sy viée, Charlie s& soang ra sau tim canh ctra.

Nhung né qué tré. Mot tiéng dong xé tai va burc tuong bung thoat khoi birc tuong, bay chiu vé phia Charlie. N6 né, kém tiéng thét khiép via, con Negon
Cai Di ludt qua cénh ctra dang md, viit ra phong trungy am



Trong khi toan than than run Ién mt hon, Charlie ¢b chay theo birc tuong quy k. N6 thiy buc trong tong thing vo ba Ketlle. Ba tho rén khong ¢6 co
may né duoc. Ngon Cai Di ddm tring diu ba, khién ba hoc 1n mdt tiéng va xudi xubng san.

Chura thoa méin véi ¢t don nay, birc turong quy lin bt diu phé tanh banh db dac, x6 nhitng cai 4m db 16n nhio xudng nén nha.
Billy nam Gip du6i san gam ban, hai tay 6m Ky dau. “Khong, khong, khong,” n6 rén ri.
“Suyt!” Charlie thi thao, bo vé phia Billy.

Mbt bau im king hoan toan theo sau 1oi thi‘thém clia th%ng bé, Charlie camnhan hinh nhu tén quy lin dang suy tinh. Hin s& im g tiép? Liéu hiin c6 phat
hién ra bon chiing? Li€u mdt tén quy im bang d4 cé theé nghe hodc ngiri? Gid han dang & gbc nao? Charlie nin thé.

Mot tiéng choang! Bao hleu tén quy lin dang & dau. Hin da di qua khung clra vOmra tiém ngoai, va gidr dang tiép tuc nghién, bop, bé va dép bé moi cai
4m trén duong di. Tiéng sit va dong, tiéng thép va men, tham chi ca tiéng dét sét bé tao thanh mt md 4m thanh Charlie chura timg bao gios tudng trong
ra. N6 tir hoi ba tho rén bi thurong c6 nghe thy tiéng nhing c4i 4m yéu quy ctia ba bi tan pjas kinh hoang hay khong — lidu trai tim tan v&y ctia va c6 hoa
v tiéng ity hoai kinh thién dong dia nay?

Khi d tan pha xong tit ca nhitng gi trong tim mt, hin s& quay lai chd minh cho ma coi; hén s& Bp tic cay dudi gam ban chd Billy dang niip, Charlie
nghi. “Co hoi duy nhét ctia bon minh i bod v 1 rén va khoa cira & yén trong ddy,”” Charlie thi thao. “Nhung tui minh phéi dua ba Kettle di ciing, Le Ién,
Billy! T6t hon phéi di ngay trong khi héin méi dép phé ngoai tiém.”

Nhung Billy khong thé nhc nhich. N6 van ndm co chém mep. Khong mot 4m thanh phét ra tir nd.

“Billy!” Charlie ndm canh tay n6 ic

“Um” Billy rén ri.

“Billy, tui minh phai...”

Charlie khong thé kip n6i hét cau. Néi bat én trén tiéng dap pha ctia tén quy lin, n6 phén biét duoc tiéng ket ctra rit to. Ai d6 dang di vo.
Mot tiéng thich manh, nhur thé tén quy lin vira d4p tir trén cao xudng. Va rdi im king

Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Va Cdi Bong Xur Badlock dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 10
Bua mé

Tiéng am an kinh dong do birc trong quy kin giy ra doi vang khip con dudng Piminy, tir ddu ndy t6i tin dau kia. Tuy nhién khong mot cu dan ndo hién
ra khoi ctra nha ho. L& ndo ho khong to md? Tancred ty hoi. Khi anh tién gin hon t6i Tiém 4m thi tiéng On cang 16. Anh nhin qua cira s6 va tréng thiy
mdt vat thd bao mau xam dang tong uynh uynh vo nhitng hang nhitng 16p 4m. Toc d pha hoai chét chdc cia sinh vat d6 khién Tancred ndi gidn ding
ding, khong sao kiém ché duogc. Anh x6ng v tiém va tén quy kin quay phét lai d6i mét voi anh.

Tir khoe it Tancred thiy mot chuyén dong trong can phong bén kia cira vom, nhung méit anh van dén chét vo tén quy kin. Mot tiéng dong rat dién dai
phut ra khoi sinh vt suyt nira quat ngi Tancred. Sin da dang tirc gidn, anh triéu hdi gié von luén chure chd noi nhitng dau ngon tay. Sam rén vang trén
méi nha va mdt ludng chdp nhéa 1én chiéu rd timg durdng nét xau xi trén bo mit ctia tén quy . ROi gi6 thdi toi. Strc manh tai phép ctia Tancred khién
hén kinh ngac. Durong nhur sirc manh d6 xuét phat tir sdu bén trong con nguoi anh, chay lan khip than thé anh, va don cudn vé phia sinh vat ac quy trudc
mt anh. Con han thi mudn trd miéng ctia tén quy ki bdc én, khic liét dén mirc nhur so thiy duoc — khao khat hity diét ctia héin ting cao, boi vi hdn biét
rang hin dang dung d6 mdt strc manh tuong ximg,

Con béo cua Tancred xody quanh tén quy ln, day Aambay hét vé phia sau tiém Chura thoa long, cau bé Thoi Tiét nang cap bio ctia minh én, cho t6i khi
tén quy Ion chi con a vét duynhat anhnh]nthay gitta nhitng lon t6¢ mAc trong gi6 dang gao i xung quanh minh. Va trong trang thai bi ép dir doi nhu thé,
than hinh da bat dAu bién doi. Bo nguc nhu tamplnn ctia hdn phoi ra mau kim loai xin, c4i quan bac mau rom, guong mit nhoe nhoet miu niu d6 bénh
hoan, doi mét bot bat tia xam lanh. Tancred gdng stic giit cho anh m¥it minh choc xody vo cai hinh hai dang bién ddi gém ghiéc kia, vo hinh anh cai mii
gidp chup trén c4i dau hoi, va vo ban tay c6 ngon céi quai di dang Fin md tim con dao giat trong thit hng,

Tancred tha v6 gi6 nhirng hat mura d4, va ban tay tén quy dimg khung lai ngay tr thé hin vira chdm t6i. Vai gidly troi qua. Cau bé va tén quy ki cing
khoa chét trong mdt tran dau sirc v6 hinh. Khi Tancred cam thiy strc manh ctia tén quy Iin yéu di, anh chop co hoi phong mdt ludng néing leong cimg
nhur sét khoan thing vo t4i tim ctia héin.
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Tén quy m bémg da ring dong, doi mét xamnhang lén va hén d6 ap xubng san. Trong vai gidy, khong mot vat gi dong day. Con béo diu di chi con lai
lin gi6 thoang roi mot bau thing lang bi hiém vy kin lat Tiém 4m Xemra ca tiém dang dau do's sau tran ndo dong. Tancred cén than tién v& phia tén quy
lin ndim sng suot. Duong nhur héin da can hét sy sdng va bot hét mau séc.

“Tancred!” Charlie 16 qua cira vom. “Anh da n6 tong khir n6 di rdil”

“Em chiic khong?” Tancred budc chap choang trén tham 4m bé. Chot anh trong thiy ba Ketlle niim lim trong bong téi. “Oi khong! Ba Ay chét rdi sao?”
“Khong, khong, em thiy tiéng ba tha,” Charlie néi gép.

Khi Tancred di qua khung ctra vom, mit tiéngrd(f)ng khién anh quay lai. Charlie nhin theo anh it anh, thiy tén quy ki bing d4 vut dimg 1én va ban
thing ra ctra s6. Chi khi d6 chiing moi nhan thay thang bé ti teo dang bo rén rén doc theo mép tudng,

“El” Tancred quat.

Eric Shellhorn thay cho anh mt ci nhin ngao nghé rdi huéng ra cira chay mt tiéu.

N6 chudn vé Tiém P4 cho coi,” Charlie n6i”

“Tbt hon tui minh chd ngwdi toi gitp r6i hing t6i d6,” Tancred lim bam. Anh t6i quy bén canh ba Kettle. “Dé chéu goi xe ctru thwong”

“Tir trude ba Kettle d e s 1 co chuyén s xdy ra cho ba,” Charlie noi. “Nghe vay em nghi ngay dén bure trong quy kin nhung Eric 1én v6 hdi ndo em
khong hay biét.”

Tancred s hitu khong chi mot chiéc dién thoai di dong loai oach. Homnay anh vira tdu mot phién ban doi moi nhét. Mot “chi dé” bac loang kodng véi
nhitng ban phim miu ngoc lam. Anh chi vira méi bAm vai con s thi ban tay anh bi chup trong mdt vong “kep sat” va chiéc di dong bi git di.

“KHONG!” ba tho rén ra Iénh.
“Ba Kettle! Ba...ba...” Charlie Eip bip, quy thup xuéng bén canh ba.
“Tinh rdi,” ba Kettle noi. “Vira tinh xong ”

“Chéu xin 1bi. Dudng nhur chu da gy ra cénh twong bira bai kinh khing ndy.” Tancred nhin dong béy xdy xung quanh. “Chéu chi ¢6 thoi cho cai vt xau
xi d6 khoi ton tai trén doi ma thoi.”

“Cung d clru ca ngiy hom nay 16i d6, Tancred Torsson.” Ba Kettle v ban tay ciia anh. “Chir khong thi con nét bét hon nhidu.”
“Ba can bac si,” Tancred véi tay By lai cai di dong ctia minh. “Di ma Kettle, dua cho chau goi dién thoai.”

“Khong.” Ba ap chiéc dién thoai vo ngire va ngdi lén.

“Tén quy ln d6 da danh ba mot cu troi giang a,” Charlie nhan xét, nhin tran trén vo ci tran ctia ba.

Ba Kettle ddm nhe Ién tran mot cai. “Uil Ta van con sdng. Nhung nay, khong xe ctru thiwong, Khong canh sat.”

Ba Kettle n6i vy I da rd. Nhung tiém ctia ba da bj pha tanh banh, cira s6 gy va khi ba o déo dtmg kn, Charlie nhén théy ba phéi chong tay v mdt
canh ban. L& nao bon ching c6 thé dé ba & lai mit minh trong tinh trang thé nay.

“Dé tui chau xép 4m lai cho ba — khong phai hét thay ching déu bé ca dau a.” Charlie nhdc mdt cai Am sit to dt trd 1én bé ciia nd.

“Pimng lo, Charlie. Chéng phai ta khong c6 ban bé dau nh¢. Ho s& tdi ngay d4y, néu ta khong Am” Ba bim bim vai s§ trén chiéc dién thoai di dong ciia
Tancred xong r0i tra nd lai cho anh. “Cat di, ciu bé bao t0, ching ta s& khong phai goi cho bac siva canh sat nita. K& tir lic ny tro di” Ba cti nguoi,
rén hy mdt tieng, ngd xudng gam ban. “Cung ra dugc r6i d6 Billy Raven. Két thuc roi.”

Billy hi hody bo ra cing véi cai d4u ciia con chudt I 16 noi ¢ 40. “Chéu mudn chic chén hén da di rOL *N6 dimg Ién, 16i chii chudt ra khoi chiée a0
lanh i vudt ve cai diu chi ta. “Rembrandt so hii con hon ca chau nira. Anh da dudi cai dd da d6 di rdi phai khong Tanc?”

“E I chwa d4u. Han chi song di dau d6 thoi, Eric Shellhorn ciing chay theo hin sat got. Bon ching két hop lai diing 1 mdt cap hiy diét.”

Ba Kettle crong quyét bao tui con trai clr dé méc ba don dep Tiémdm “Céc ban ta sip dén ngay ddy ma, nhung ta mudn biég tén quy m d6 da chay di
dau. Bung ty dua minh vao nguy hiém dé may cung. Hay bao dam Eric khong ra tay nita. Chi can cho ta biét may cung tim hi¢u dugc chuyén gi.”

“T6i nay chau s& goi cho ba, ba K.!” Tancred vay vay chiéc di dong. “S6 ctia ba I s6 miy a?”
“Ta Am gi c6 miy thir Ioe loet d6. Thoi, di di.”” Ba Kettle i tui né ra ngoai va déng ctra lai.

‘Tiép theo 1a tiém c4,” Tancred thong bao khi ca bon budc di trén phé.



“Anh mudn t6i d6 am gi?” Billy hoi. “Em cau cho tui minh ra khoi con dudng ndy ke le Ién.”

“Hoi ity anh dang hudng t6i tiém cé thi nghe thdy tiéng 4m Am trong tiém ciia ba Kettle,” Tancred néi. “Anh da quyét dinh tra con nhim bién cho
Dagbert.”

“Pé d6i [y Clearwen? Cam on anh, Tancred. Nhung anh c¢6 chic chua?”’ Charlie hoi. “Céi gi khién anh doi y vay?”

Tancred nhin vai. “Em cn con buém ctia em md, Charlie. Con con nhim bién 4, hirmy, tui minh s& phai tu dga vo tai phép ctia tui minh dé théng
Dagbert.”

Khi ching di t6i tiém ban c4, Tancred ¢b gd cira. N6 khoa chit, nhur thurong 1. Anh nhén cai chuong gi sét, bon ching nghe mot hdi chudng dai thé
lrong di di khiip bén trong ngdi nha.. Tancred nhdn chudng in nita. Tit mit. Cai chudng hinh nhur da wira réo 1én tiéng kéu cubi cing trong doi no.

“Dagbert!” Charlie goi voi én cira sb. “May ¢6 nha khong?”
Khong thiy tiéng tra Ioi.
Ching doi thém murdi Eim phtt nita thi di. Ngang qua tiém ban dén ciy va tiém ban khung tranh, va r6i chiing dtmg bén ngoai Tiém Tuong Da.

Ban nang thic giyc Charlie tiép tuc chay. Billy ciing chay. Thing nho chay mot ko tdi cudi duong thi dimg chd, mot tay giit con chudt trong tii, tay kia
bon chon quan van nhitng lon toc.

“Em nghi sa0?”” Tancred nhin vo cai ti¢m ti thui.
“Anh hoi emnghii sao 1a sao?” Charlie hoi lai.
“Y anh 14 tyi minh c6 vo khong?”

““Anh gion choil” Charlie nhéin ra minh dang bén loan. N6 ¢4 binh tm k. “Em khong ngh tui minh v0 i nity  y hay, Tancred. Néu Eric ¢ trong &y
khong chimg n6 s& lai bai binh b tran nita d6.”

Tancred tranh xa cira s6 ra. “Emndi dung. Hirm tui minh phéi nghi ki vu ny.”

Nhung ching c6 thé di t6i dau dé suy nghi bay gio? Noi tu tap thudng I da bj dong cira, ndi Bone rinh md ¢ nha s6 9, con nha Tancred ¢ tit trén doi
cach xa nhiéu dam.

“Péu 6¢ anh tro ra 16i,” Tancred ki bau. “Anh cam thiy ky ky sau vu dung d6 véi tén quy kn.”
“Xin 161, Tancred!” Charlie d4n budc t6i bén canh Tancred khi anh di trén duong. “H6m nay anh dén déy bang gi?’
“Me ctia Gabriel. Bac 4y ghé qua nha anh ¢ dudng Doi Cao. Bac Ay v6i Gabriel di thim ba Onimous.”

“E, véy thi tui minh dén quan ca phé Thit Kiéng di,”” Charlie & nghi. “Diiné c6 déng cira véi khach, ong ba Ay ciing cho tui minh vo. Tui minh 1 ban
Hﬁ.”

Murdi lim phut sau ching dimg ¢ hém Ech va dom v quan ca phé Thit Kiéng. Ghé chat dong hét Ién ban, mdt tim trai méu tring phi kin quay va khong
¢6 c6 ngon den nao dugc thap bén trong nhimg chiée den 10ng von am cho quan tré nén lung linh song dong va m ctng. Trng n6 dong cira hoan toan.
K¢ ca nhiing duoi, ria, canh, chan cang trang tri tam bién phia trén ctra trong ciing khong hoat bat nhur trurde. Thyre tinh toan bd noi ndy duong nhu da
thut I vo trong birc turdng c6 xua dang sau quan.

“Bac Silk ddu xe & gbc dudng nhung anh biét thé ndo bac Ay ciing s t6i ddy,” tancred noi.

Charlie rung chu6ng,

Mot ngon dén lée 1én déing sau qudy ciing lic v6i mdt canh ctra mo ra. Bac Silk xudt hién. Bac lAn chdn, rdi nhin thiy bon tré 16 nhd bén ngoai cira s6 thi
lién mo cira trude.

“Ba Onimous sao roi a?”” Charlie hoi véi giong nghén nghe.
“Vo di thi biét!” Bac Silk trong vui vé mot cach dang ngac nhién. Doi mit xanh da trdi Jip lanh va mai toc ndu cot ra sau bang mdt dai ruy-bang 1& hoi.

Péam nhoc theo béc Silk di quanh qua quay, chui qua bic rém bang chudi hat treo trude khung cira v mdt bép am ap. Gabriel dang ct banh mi cho ba
Onimous do canh tay ba phai quang day trude nguc, va kia, dang ngdi trén ghe banh gan bép 16 1a dng Onimous.

Charlie hiu nhu khong tin ndi. Cam giac duoc giai toa cang thing doi a0 m;éng 16 dén ndi n6 khong thot nén 1oi. Hai thing kia ciing ngdy nguoi ra nhu
phong. Chiing ctr d€ méc cho nhiing nu cudi rong nhat, hanh phic nhat, dai nhat chi€m finh.



Mot dai vai tréng that to bang kin du ong Onimous, ﬂlém mot n]iéng bang nita dan [én mili, con mt bén it thi bAm den, nhung ny cuodi rong, 16 16
ham rang nho nhon clia 6ng lai rang r& hon bao gio hét.

Charlie chay U t6i bén ngudi dan 6ng nho tho. “Ong 6ng...Onimous,” nd ca lim

Ong Onimous nim ban tay Charlie trong nhitng ngén tay nhur ¢6 mong vubt ctia minh. “O, 6, Charlie. Trong chau kia. Ta manh nhu mura vy né.”
“Tui con tudng 6ng chét rdi ch,” Billy budt mom. “Lamsao ong khde lai dugc vay, ong Onimous?”’

“Lam sao 4? Ta c6 nhitng vi khach, Billy a.” Ong Onimous ngheo du qua mot bén, cudi kha kha.

“Vi khach?” Billy ching khon ra hon. “Khach ndo a?”

“Khach ¢6 Ibng!” ba Onimous tuyén bd, bang giong ngu ¥ rang dang Iy Bily phai thira biét loai khach ndo da chira khoi cho chdng ba méi ding,
Ong Onimous bét cudi ha ha va tir dudi gim ghé dng ngdi toi ra ba con meo 16ng ruc 13, trong nhu dang ngai ngil.

“Nhitng con méo lira!” Tancred reo Ién, roi phich xudng chiéc ghé bén canh ba Onimous.

“Nhitng con mo lira!” Charlie ngdi thup xubng va bt dau vudt ve ba con méo sang ruc.

Billy chan chir mt chit rdi ngdi xudng phia bén kia ba Onimous. “Rerbrandt vira trai qua mdt chuyén kinh khing,” n6 bao véi ba. “C6 1& nd khong
muon choi voi nhitng con meo hra.”

“Tai sao iy, Billy, ching khong Bmné dau d4u,” ba trdn an thing bé.
“Chéc vay.” Billy nhe nhang cham vo tiii 4o va Rembrandt thd dai trong gidc ngu.

Gabriel rét tra cho moi ngudi va trong khi bac Silk Iy nhiing khay banh nudng ra khoi 1, ong Onimous ké tiép cau chuyén vé sur binh phuc thin ky cia
minh.

“Ta dang ndm tron phong bénh vién, gitta dém khuya, nhiing bénh nhin ngay va rén ri xung quanh. Ta khong quan tim. Ta nghi ta tiéu rOi. Sép tiéu. Té
nhat i cam giéc ¢ ke nao do muonta didut cho xong. Va 101, gjit t1engvanv1, tiéng rén va hmthonangne ta nghe thay 4m thanh nay. Thich, thich, nhe
nhu phén tién. Gan, gan hon va 16i tiéng rtr...nhiing tiéng tir nhe ém, amap va day yéu thurong, Ta bat dau nghi, thé 1 minh 1 khong tiéu dau. Khong dau.
Ma thit ra [ minh van con nguyén ven & ddy. Hon nita, minh con nhiéu viée phai lam Ngay khi y nghi nhur thé len vo cai dau dang thirong cua ta, thi ta

cam thiy mdt trong nhitng con meo nhay Ién girong ctia ta, mt con nita, roi con nira. Sau ddy Dirong Curu co cai méit miu dong ciia nd sat vo mt ta,
kéu rtr rir. Con Su Tir 1ong cam dyi méa v canh tay ta va rir rir, con Nhan M thi nhin ngén chén ta va gii gii ban chén ta, né ciing kéu rir r.

“Ta phai cong nhan 1 nhing tiéng rir d6 thdu dén tan tim ta, bon nhéc 4. Khi nhitng con meo kira nghe thiy tiéng tim ta d4p ron rang va thiy ta mo nit
ra hon hé, ching nhay khoi girong va bude di khoi, cling ém i va ling I nhu khi ching dén. Khong ai trong thay ching, khong mot sinh linh ndo thiy
ching c4. Sang hdm sau ta hoi ¢d y ta tre dém ‘Mo w, thra 6ng Onimous?” ¢d Ay ngd ngudi ra. “Toi chic chén 1 khong c6 méo trong bénh vién. Tai
ong dang mo d6 ma. Liic nay tréng 6ng da binh phuc nhur ¢6 phép miu vay’.” Ong Onimous mim cudi véi moi nguoi. “Cac chau nghi gi vé viée d6?”

Charlie khong ngac nhién ti ndo. Trurde kia nd da timg thdy nhitng con meo lira ctru séng ngudi. Va chinh mét n6 ciing da thiy ching suyt giét chét
NZUOL.

“Ong Onimous, chau nghi diéu d6 that than ky.” Tancred n6i. “Nhung chiing ta can tim ra thii pham d gy ra tai nan cho 6ng.”
“Va chiiing ta cn phéi d4u tranh cho quan mo cira lai,” Gabriel noi mdt cach manh mé.

Khong nhic tay khoi bo 1ong cam ctia Sur Tir, Charlie ndi, “Tui chau ¢6 diéu ny n6i voi dng nita, dng Onimous.”

Tancred ndi nhanh. “C¢ & khong phai hom nay.”

Ong Onimous byc doc bao, “Néu c6 gi ta cin biét thi ta phai biét ngay bay gio. Nao Charlie, néi hét ra luon di.”

Bic Silk thic dyc moi ngudi &n nhe trude da. “Toi da kim rt nhidu nhé,” béc vira n6i vira chuyén khay bénh cho moi ngwoi. “Hau hét | d6 danh cho
tht. T61da quén mat vu viéc dang xay ra. Quén Ia quan da dong cira. Nhung banh ndo ciing ngon lam, ngudi déu an dug ca.”

“Céi gi t6t nhét cho chudt a?”” Billy hoi.
Bac Silk chi loai banh ménh nhur que tim miu hong va Billy béc mot nim

Charlie ngdi xudng ban va nhén ]éy ba chiéc banh quy khong c6 van soc mau hdng Tancred chon mdt chiéc banh nuéng dep ric day nhéc dau phong,
dé roi dugce bac Silk bao cho bict rang bac da lamné dac biét danh cho miy con ngyra in Shetland.

Tancred hi én mdt tiéng va néi. “Bac c¢6 thiy mong gudc ctia chiu moc ra chua?”



Tat ca moi nguoi pha kn cuoi, nhung khi tiéng cudi diu di i mdt sy im lang, kiéu im lang ngu y phai duoc tram bang mdt cau chuyén. Charlie bt dau ké
vé tén quy Iin trong Tiém 4m, vé cudc dep yén ctia Tancred, theo quan diém ctia nd.

Gabriel va gia dinh Onimous van imre, chi c6 bac Silk 1 birc xic dén ndi khong thé ng01 tai chd. Bac cao nhing céi khay nuréng banh, rira nhirng cdi to
tron bot, cét bot di rdi lai bt dau lau ban. Bac phai dung tay khi den hrot Tancred ké. Boi vi khi anh ké, g6 bt dau thdi toc len: muong 2, bao gy, do
cat banh, ddu 1 phong, Ita mach, qua ly chua va nhong say kho, mubi va tiéu, duong va nhimg gia vi bay vit Ién khong, dung nhau ta I r6i roi xubng
Ching rét xudng dAu, vai moi ngudi, phi xudng ban, ghé va nhitg bé mit khac. Vay 1 cong viée quét tude va lau don bong dung tré thanh mdt hoat
dong kéo dai vo tan.

Ngay khi cau chuyén ctia Tancred chdm dut, ong Onimous phéng m4 1én binh ludn, “O, mdt tran chién hét nhu trong st thi. b quai vat!”

“Tén hin A Ngon Cai D, Charlie kh& néi. “Chau da gip hin.”

R& rang rp{)t cau chuyén khac wvira duge khoi mao, thanh thir Charlie md ta chuyén di téi xt Badlock ctia né. “Va gio thi Hat Dau bi ket lai ma chau
khong thé trd lai cirund.”

“Dimg lai gin birc tranh d6, Charlie,” dng Onimous canh bao. “Chau n6i nd hit chéu vo ding khong? Ta khéng thich nhur thé ti nao.”
“Khong thich ti ndo,” ba vo dng phu hoa. “Khong thé dy dua véind dugce. Hay khoa cira ting him lai va quéng chia khoa di.”
“Ong ba n6i gidng y nhur ba Kettle. Nhung con Hat Dau thi sao?” Billy néi véi vé cdo bude. “Con turdng ba yéu thi vét chir, ba Onimous.”

“Ta rét yéu ching, Billy Raven. Rat yéu,” ba Onimous dimg thing hét chiéu cao gan hai mét ctia minh. “Nhung ta ciing yéu céc con. Ta s& v tim n¥t
néu con bi 161 vo xtr Badlock va khong bao gio tro ve dugc.”

Mit mot hoi Billy ngén ngudi ra. “Vay ma con khong biét,” nd Jim bam

Sau khi thém mot vong do an nira, bac Silk dé nghi tat ¢ roi quan dé dng ba Onimous nghii ngoi. Sang mai béc s& dich than phat dong chién dich yéu
caumd lai quan.

Gabriel a ngudi cubi cing bude ra ngoai. Khi déng cira quan sau g, anh trdm ngam tu hr. “Gia str ngudi gic clra quan ciing 13 nguoi gy tai nan cho
ong ba Onimous thi sao?”

“Gabriel, me s& khong dé con néi nhitng diéu nhur thé,” bac Silk nhin mt v6i con trai.

“Gabriel n6i diing a,” Tancred danh bao.

“Ong hoi dong Loom déng ctra quan vi ¢6 nhidu 161 phan nan,” bac Silk p luan. “Ai trén doi ndy lai mubn hai hai ngudi d& mén d6?”

“Norton Cross thuong di xe md t6,” Charlie néi.

Budc chan ho ngap ngimg rdi ding hén. Ho vira t6i duong Doi Cao. Tat ca quay lai nhin Charlie

“D6 chi la mot y nghi théi a,” Charlie noi.

“Dimg qué 16 vay!” bac Silk queo phai va bét diu leo Ién duong Doi Cao. Bac goi to, “Gabriel, Tancred, nhanh chin 1én néu cac con mudn di qua
gang”

“Tai sao me anh buc minh vay?”’ Charlie hoi. “Me anh thurong buc boi mdi khi sg hiti,” Gabriel giai thich. “Thir Hai gip lai cic cau.” Anh nz“im]éy canh
tay Tancred va hai anh cting nhau chay theo bac Silk.

Charlie va Billy quay tré v& duong Filbert.

Lic troi toi i Ong cau Paton van chira vé nhé, ngoai Maisie béo v6i bon nho chéc 1 dng ngii trong chiée xe modc clia ong cach xa day hing trim dgm
10i. Ba pha tro, “Chéac trén cao nguyén. Giong nhur mot chii chd véi cuc xrong moi khi ong truy Ring theo dau vét gi 6. Nhung it ra ba nguoi chuung ta
duoc an toi riéng voi nhau. Noi bone téi khuya [ic ba ta mbi ve.”

Trude khi i ngit Charlie kiém tra cho chitc I cira ting him da khoa. N6 ciing t6i xem coi ndi Bone ¢6 con dé chia khda trong céi hii mau xanh da troi
khong, C6. Nhung Charlie s& khong quang chia khoa di. N6 can phai trd lai xir Badlock, bat ké hau qua thé ndo ching nita.

Chirng ndo c6 Clearwen di cting, minh s& thir lan nita, Charlie tyr nhi. N6 khong chi nghi dén con ché ma con nghi dén 10 hira ciia n6 véi ngai Otus
Yewbeam

Hai thiing bé in quay ra ngii, mét lir sau nhitng chién c6 trong ngaty. Nhung trude khi binh minh Billy da tinh gidc. N6 nam trong bong tdi, tin chic minh
da nghe thdy mot tiéng dong trong nha. Céi gi viy? Tiéng cau thang c6t két? Tiéng then cira lach cach?

Billy ngdi ddy. N6 cam thdy minh khong so gi hét. Co gi o6 trong dai da xay ra. Cach déy vai tiéng ba Onimous da béo ring ba yéu no. Chura bao gio cd
ai n6i voi nd nhur the ca. Khong ai, ké ca ba di ma n6 da song chung khi ba mé nd vira qua doi. Do 1a mdt cam giac moi mé dén do Billy khong bict phai



cam nhan nhu thé ndo. VA tir tir, cam gidc Ay dang Ién khip ngudi nd: mot niém hanh phiic vo bo.

RO thém mot tiéng dong nita. LA ndy thi khong chdi ¢ vao dau duoc. Cho dii & bt ky dau Billy vin c6 thé nhén ra tiéng Hat Dau.

“Billy! Ctru! Billy! Cau ¢ dau?”

Khong vin dén bén canh girong én, Billy so soang tim mit kinh. Béng dén duong bén ngoai quang mot ludng sang mong bén dudi tim rém. Billy ]éng
lang xudng girdng di téi ctra. Hat BAu tiep tuc goi nd, nhung dot nhién that ngai mo ctra ra. N6 nhin Charlie, dang ngi ngon lanh. Charlie 6 nghe thay
tiéng stia khong? Hay chi minh Billy mdi hieu dugc?

Ba Onimous néi da yéu minh. Tai sao n6 cam thdy néu no di qua canh ctra nay thi né s& virt mon qua do di? Trong vai phit né dimg duc tai chd, tay dat
1én nam dam cira, sau d6 tiéng con chd goi thiic bach, tuyét vong dén noi Billy khong thé lam ngo.

Khi né mo Xuong cau thang, mt co gi6 lanh quat quanh ban chan n6. N6 xuong 61 hanh lang, chia khoa tAng him & trong cai i hil trén noe t dung ly
chén. Billy biét chinh x4c 1 cai ndo. No dinh 1& v6 bép thi nhan thiy cira ting him dang mo toang, Mot dong 4m thanh r& mdn mdt vé phia né: tiéng gié
rit va tiéng tru tram bong,

“B..L..L.Y!"”

Billy khong con lya chon néo khéc. N6 phéi di t6i noi c6 tiéng goi d6. Cho hay nguoi? Bat ké i g, tiéng goi d6 ciing kéo n6 vé phia tang ham, di xudng
nhirng bac thang cho téi khi ban chan tran ctia n6 bat dau ngd mau xanh tai trén san da lanh. Tt buc tranh, Hat dau trao nhao nhin ra n6. Tru va tru.

“Tao dén day,” Billy noi.

Gi6 thét v tai, cudn nd quay tit mit va kéo n6 vé phia buic tranh, gan, gin nita cho toi khi ma clia né cham tm toan, nhing ngon tay va ngén chén né da
o trong x(r Badlock.

Chop niit sau, khi gié da im, ai d6 Fing ing d6ng cira ting ham va khoa lai.
Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Va Cdi Bong Xir Badlock duoc ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chuwong 11

Cu Bittermouse

Tiéng sta lay Charlie tinh gidc. Ban dAu né chiu khong biét tiéng do phat ra tir dau. N6 nhin qua girong cua Billy. Hinh nhur trong tron. Charlie nhém day
nhin sat hon. Ding, & rang Billy khong c6 ¢ trén girong. Rap cac sy viée lai voi nhau, cong voi tiéng cho stia khién Charlie dy 1én niém hy vong, Nilly
da tim cach ctru duge Ha Bau r6i chang?

Charlie It d4t x6 chan vo d6i dép Ié va chay xudng tang him. Cira khong mo. La thét. Billy d ty khoa no trong diy?

“Billy?”” n6 goi. “Emco & dudi do khong?”

Tiéng stia cing dan. Tiéng mong vudt lach xach trén nhitng bac thang gd cao cao canh cira ting him

“Hat Dau!” Charlie la 1én. “Phai may khong ha? May ra dugc r6i.” N6 dugc tra 101 bang mt trang stia vui sudng,

“Céi quy gi thé?” C6 tiéng hoi tir cau thang,

Charlie ngwéc 1én thiy ndi Bone trong tAm a0 ngii mau tim va cai chup toc mau hong,

“Hat Pau da ra khoi birc tranh.” Charlie khong thé che gidu ndi phn khoi ctia minh. “Chau khong biét xay ra thé ndo, trir phi Billy kim, nhung ctia ting
ham van kho cho nén...”

“Thé thi m6 n6 ra.” Noi Bone sié’g chat soi day thét keng 4o ngi lai va bude xudng fu. “Réi dem con ché ra khoi nha tao ngay,” mu de net. “Bay gio la
sang Chui nhat, n6 s€ dung ca pho day mat.”

Charlie chay vo nha bép. Mot céi ghé da duge kéo sét t6i bén tit dung ly chén. Quéi la. Charlie chic chéin minh da ddy ghé trd Jai ban sau khi cAt chia
khoa vao hii r6i co ma. Chac chéin Billy da lay né ra, mo cua tang ham roi tyr nhot minh trong d6. Neu the thi chia khoa phai ¢ tang ham chir khong phai
0 trong hil. Charlie leo 1én gh€ va lay cai hil xuong, Chia khoa van con trong do.

Nighi nghi hoiic hoic. Charlie iy chia khoa ra quiy qua trd lai tAng hAm Ngay khi nd md cira, Hat Pau bin vot ra, tong ngil ngira va phu 1én mit né mot
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tran mura nhitng cai hon uét nhem

“Roi! Roi!” Charlie 6m ngang ¢ con ché bur va rang dimg Ién. “Yén!” n6 ra lénh. “Ngdi xudng!”

Hat Péu I chia ché biét vang 1. Bit chip dang phin khich qua chimg chii ta vin im nhu duoc ra lénh.
Charlie goi xudng tang ham. “Billy! Billy!, em c6 duéi d6 khong?”

Khong c6 tiéng dap lai.

Charie di xuong dé nhin cho k§ hon. Birc tranh vin khong suy chuyén, nhung bay gio, khong con tiéng g rit thodt ra tir d6. Xt Badlock dudng nhu |
hoang vang va dm dam, mdt noi trong tuong turong, khong phai la noi nao do chi cach c6 mdt budc chan.

‘Billy!” Charlie suc sao moi ngd ngach ctia ting hAm— bén dudi nhitng tm dém cii, ding sau nhimg ci ti mi mot, nhirng canh cira va va li muc, nhitng
bao dung rac. Khong thay dau hiéu Billy. Nhung, néu nhu vay thi, Billy da di dau?

Piéu trurde hét 1 Benjamin phéi nhan lai con ché ciia n6.
Trong khi Hat D4u kién nhan chd thi Charlie vot le In cau thang, x6 vdi by dd rdi dét con chd bu qua duong toi nha 6 12.

Sudt cude doi minh, Charlie chura bao gioy thiy ai mirng quynh mimg quéng nhur Benjamin khin wira trong thiy Hat Pau. Tiéng ciip d6i n6 hi hét du dé
danh thirc ca nguoi chet chir dirng n6i i moi ngdi nha trén dudng Filbert. Tiéng ra rit va tiéng cho stia sung swéng khién ¢6 va chi Brown kin voi ra khoi

girdng va o xudng cau thang,
Mot bita sang xtic xich, dau va bong cai xanh chdng vanh duge don Ién, va Hat Bau duge thay cho mdt cuc xurong to béng ca cai chan chi.
Charlie d6i meo nhung trude khi an hét nira bira sang thiné bt giac dimg Ién. “Van dé I,” n6 giai thich “Billy Raven bién mét, va chau phéi timno.”

“Bién mit?” ¢6 ba chil Brown ddng loat dat dao nia xudng. Tim ngudi mét tich dung 1 chuyén nganh ctia ho. Khong truong hop ngudi nit tich nao ma
khong giai quyet duoc.

“Néu chau khong tim thiy Billy thi cir quay lai chd ¢6 chi nhé,” ¢d Brown ndi.

“Da. Camon c6 Brown.” Charlie chay tr& vé nhd s 9.

Ngoai Maisie da ddy, va mit bita sang khac dang doi Charlie: xtc xich, dau va pAmrom

“Xin 161, ngoai Maisie. Con khong nghi minh ¢ thé in ndi.” Charlie giai thich swr thé da xay ra.

“Ta nghi ta nghe thiy tiéng stia,” ngoai Masie kéu lén. “O, Charlie, that 14 tin mimg”

“Ngoai trir Billy d4 bién mét,” Charlie tiép.

Mit ngoai Masie xu xubng, “Charlie, con ¢6 chic khong? C6 khin6 ¢ d4i d6 trong nha. Hay I n6 da ra duong lim gi d6. Thir kiém tra quén 40 n6 coi.”
Charlie chay u Ién phong ngu. Quén 4o Billy van xép ngay ngin trén giwong, chinh xac chd thing bé da dé ching, Giay van con dudi gim ghé, dép &
dudi gam giurong thang bé. Vivay thang bé khong thé di xa dugc, Charlie Am bam mdt minh. Va, mdt lan nita, n6 ¢b gat di y nghil uon nhoi nhoi trong
dAu n6 ké tir khi n xubng tim dudi tang ham, ring Billy d4 & xtr Badlock

Khong, Mot con bqf")n n6n din Charlie ngdi phich xudng girong ctia 16. N6 s¢ cho Billy con hon n6 s¢' cho chinh minh nhiéu. Billy c6 co may song sot gi
& do, voi mai toc trang va thi luc kém coi? D1 quan clia cai bong s vo bat thang bé. Nhung vi Iy di gi ma tay ba tude d6 muon Billy va tha Hat Bau ra?

Trir khi d6 1 ké hoach ctia c4i bong ngay tir dau? Hén biét Billy khong bao gio tir chdi tiéng kéu ciru ctia mdt con ché. Charlie nhé lai sur héim ho théi
qua ctia Manfred muon trd lai nha s6 9, noi bire tranh xir Badlock dang dgi, nhur mdt cai bay.

Charlie bd xudng lau. “N6 di rdi, ngoai Maisie. Con biét n6 di dau. N6 dang & trong buee tranh d6.”

“Ba khong tin dugc, Charlie. Néuné di roi thi @& ba goi canh sat, viée nay khong thé c6 hai kha néing cling xay ra duoc. “Ngoai Masie vo hanh lang va
bat dau quay so.

Biét ring co ngan ba goi dién cling vo ich, Charlie cho trong bép. N6 ling nghe giong ndi bire bach ciia ngoai Maisie béo ring mt dira tré tén Billy
Raven da mat tich, ti€p nita Ia tiéng ba giap dir délp’]ai 101 dau day bén kia — ho vira ndi gi 6 vadi ba. “Hoc vién Bloor. Cu Ezekiel Bloor, hodc ¢ I ca
ong hiéu truong, gido su Bloor. Nhung thang bé mat tich & day, khong phai ¢ d6.”

Mét khoang dirng trong khi ngoai Maisie thé' dai nfio né va dam ban chan. “Cam on. Ong s& béo cho t6i biét chir?... Thé thi t6i s& goi lai. Chao.” Ba dép
may manh dién thoai va tro' vo nha bep, voi vé niit nhin nhd va do birng Ién tirc gidn.

“Ho khong thé tién hanh tim kiém cho dén khi ho ¢ dugc sur ty quyén ctia ngudi gidm ho dira tré. Ba nghi d6 1a gido sw Bloor, Billy i tré md ¢oi. DO



du khi!”

Charlie khong ndi gi. Gt thi nd chéic chéin Billy bi bit v0 birc tranh. Hen chi ndi Bone da hé ha ra it khi thy Billy vé cing Charlie. RS rang my da
khoa ctra tang ham khi Billy “di vo™.

Charlie ngdi bén cira s nha bép, ngéng chdy dng cau Paton vé trong chjéc xe mo6c mau tréing. N6 thiy Benjamin va Hat Pau dira cong vién. N6 thiy
c0 Brown dira hop thu — ¢d mic vay va mang giay cao gbt, d€ thay doi dién mao. C6 bao cho c6 Brown biét Billy van con mat tich cling chang ich gi.

Negoai Maisie dura cho Charlie mdt cc ca-cao nong. “Ong cau ciia con s& khong vé cho t6i tudn sau. Pumg sau bi thé, Charlie. Ta chic chin Billy s& tro
]aj.,’

“Khong d4u,” Charlie liu bau.

N6 phat hién chia khoa cira tin him van con trong tli quan ctia minh. Khi ubng ca-cao xong nd di xubng tAng him va nhin trimg trimg vo birc tranh xur
Badlock. N6 do dam tirng xang-ti-mét, tim mot 16i vo. N6 kh{)ng quan tim nd bi bét in nita hay khong, mién i n6 tim duoc Billy. Nhung cai bong
khong str dung Charlie Bone lic nay. Chinh Billy moi 1 dtra han nuon.

“Tai sa0 lai bt n?” Charlie hét v birc tranh. “Ldo da mic cé cai i roi 42 Billy doi ly sy tur do tr lai thé gidi cho lio? Hir, dimg hong lam duoc, ba
tude Harken. Bay gio thi dirng hong. Gurong than Amoret bé rdi, vi vy khong c6 duong trd lai cho 1o dau. Khong bao gio!”

Mot con gi6 day i Charlie vo birc tudng dbi dién.
“Lio da nghe thiy tiéng t6il” n6 thét lén.

Bui, d4 mat xen Iin dim gS bay véo v mit nd va nd wira kip che it lai. LS miii né dﬁy bui: thAm chi bui con lao x¢a giita hai ham ring n6. Nghet tho,
n6 hat xi, Charlie bo qua san tang ham. N6 bo én cau thang va nho bui cat ra khoi miéng thi nhan ra mt than hinh cao 6n i i truede mit.

“Thing ngu, may hy vong im gi ha?” ndi Bone quét.

Charlie ngoi dy ngwée nhin my tro tro.. “Ba lim phéi khong? Ba da mo cira ting him sau d6 khoa cira nhdt Billy lai. Toi biét n dang ¢ oir Badlock va
thé nao t6i cling tim cach ctruno ra.”

“Purng gidn voi cai bong,” mu quau quau.

Charlie nhin ba ndi budc tdi cra trude. Mu dién bo d6 Chu nhat oach nhét: giay den bong, 4o khodc long ctru Ba Tur va mii nhung miu tim. Nhin tir phia
sau, d6i vaiu g ctia my toat 1én vé khinh miét 6t do.

Bita trura ¢6 b ro-ti, kém thém bénh pudding Yorkshire, khoai tdy néu, rau mim va nude st béo ngdy. Toan mén khodi khéu cua Charlie, n6 ¢6 an
cho cong bang nhung d6 an ¢t tac ti trong c6 hong nén né danh dat dao nia xudng, “Xin 161, ngoai Maisie, tai n6 khong chiu trdi xuong,”

“Ba da n6i con 1di, dé ba goi canh sat [in nira. Ching ta hity xem ho ¢6 tién trién gi khong”

Charlie cha trong chd s& nhan duoc tin tt knh, nhung nd hoan toan khong bat ngd trude nhimg gi ngoai Maisie thong bao cho né. Tir chd dé dién thoai
ba chay tro vo va hét Ién, “Ho tim thay n6 roi, Charlie!””

Charlie dtmg bét day, cai nia dang cam rét cach xudng san. “Tim dugc n6 16i?”” Charlie khéng tin ndi.

“N6 da tr6 lai hoc vién Bloor, d6 14 10 canh sat noi. Ho da goi dén truong va gido sur Bloor bao ring Billy d tré v& trudng hdi sang sémnay. N cam
thay nh¢ nha, ong hiéu trrong da ndi nhur vay.”

“Nhung, ngoai Maisie, n6 dé lai quan 4o, 1di ca dép 16. N6 khong thé di bd ngin Ay quang dudng trong bd pyjama va bang chén khong ”

“Thé thi ho n6i doi, Charlie a, ba khdng bict minh ¢6 thé lam gi voi chuyén d6.” Ngoai Maisie ra bon rira chén. Ba md voi cho nurde xa tung tée vo chén
dia va ndi do. “Ba udc giba me con ¢ ddy,” ba lam bam. “Ba ctia con hiéu nhitng viéc nhur theé nay hon ba nhicu.”

“Ba khong ¢6 & ddy,” Charlie n6i, di chua thém. “Ba s& khong bao gidy & ddy.”

Negoai Maisie quay phét ra d6i mit voi Charlie. B khong qud trach n vi nhig gi n6 vira thét ra. Thay vao d6 Ia vé thurong cam nhong qua grong it
ba. “Xin 6i, Charlie,” ba diu dang. “Nhitng diéu xay ra cho con va ban b¢ con néam ngoai strc hicu biét cua ba. Ba khong the ndo xur li duge voi nhiing
viéc dai loai nhur the nay.”

“Con t6i tiém sach déy,” Charlie rdi nha bép. “May dira kia chic ciing & d6.”

“Dimg di m)t minh, Charlie, im on ma,” ngoai Maisie goi. “Ba biét ¢6 gi d6 khong yén on trong thanh phd nay, cho dir ba khong hiéu d6 b gi. Ba tin |
trén doi ¢6 bon quy Iin biét bay va c6 nhiing cai am phép thuét...va buire tranh quy, con biét 1 ba tin thé. Nhung d6i khi ba lo st vo.

Charlie d4 quyét. Nhung, that may im sao n6 khong can phai ra ngoai mdt minh. Chudng cira reo va Charlie mo cira, thi thdy ngay Benjamin va Hat
DPau dang dung do.



“Qua nha minh choi khong?”” Benjamin .

Khi Charlie giai thich n6 dang dinh téi tiém séch thi Benjamin dong v di cing.

Trén duong téi nha c6 Ingledew, Charlie ke hét sur tinh cho Benjamin nghe. Hat Pau nhay ¢dn lén ding trude, cir nhu chi chang dang ¢ thodt ra khoi
ci dudi ctia chinh minh vay. Mt chuta van con vé hét hoang va hoi ti g thi lai so thit kinh. Cong réc bay, canh cong dung dua, xe hoi i cdi déu khién
chi giét minh né qua bén cling Mot tiéng ang that 1on.

“Minh khong thé tin ndi 1 6ng hiéu truéng lai néi lio,” Benjamin thé hdng hoe khi ching chay cho kip chi chd vang,

“Thé ma vay ddy. Minh biét Billy dang ¢ xir Badlock. Diéu minh khong hiéu ndi 1 tai sao cai bong lai mubén nd.”

Gid ching da t6i khu ¢d xua cta thanh phé noi Nha Tho Lon simg sting vurot hén Ién nhitng tiém ban hang va nha ctra xung quanh. Hat Pau da i lai
dang sau ching vi Iy do gi 6. Chéc chdc n6 lai hoc len mot tiéng tru khan duc, x6n xac hit ngiri quanh mot bac ctra hay mot cot dén duong, Bat thinh
finh tiéng rén ur {r ctia con ch biing 1én thanh mot tiéng ang kinh hon.

Charlie va Benjamin quay lai thay mot sinh vat khong 16 va quai di dang tién t6i. Cai vt d6 hao hao mdt con ché, nhung chén cang no lai twa nhu nhimg
ng cong bé tong va minh méy khdng co mdt cong long, Céi dau d6 1a phién bang phi bang cta dAu cho san, voi cai mdm t& bé va doi mit d4 vo hon.
Tuy nhién “céi vat’ d6 c6 rang, Png vy, thir ring dai hon va séc hon ring ciia bat ky giéng ché néo trén doi.

Hat Bau gam gr voi long diing cam khong ngd; chii chang phong t6i trrde; tai chi 0t ra sau, toan thin ha thép, dubi quét hin xubng dat. Chi tuy sg hai
nhung van quyét dinh bao vé hai thing bé.

Benjamin bu Ky canh tay Charlie, chit dén ndi dau nhoi. “Vat d6 giét n6 mét, Charlie.”

Charlie nghif nhanh. Chéc chiin Eric & gin dau dy. Chinh Eric, khong sai. Phai xti ly Eric, chir khong phéi xir Iy con cho sin. Charlie déo mit tim t6i
nhing khung ctra va thay mot hinh thii co ro nilp sau mot m#éi hién hep.

“Ben, bao Hat Pau tin con thing kia kia,” Charlie thét. “Thdy chira! D6. Mau!”

Hai con cho sap sira x6ng vo sap la ca. Chan con ché da nén thinh thinh xudng mét soi nhur mdt ¢ mAy niing né, bude cham chap. Thich! Thich! Thich!
Va 161 n6 rong lén mdt tiéng nhur & dudi am ty dia nguc, chan Hat Dau gitta dudng, nhung chi ta khong i bude.

Benjamin da thiy c4i hinh thit lom khom kia. “Hat d4u!” n6 thét. “Do! Kia kia! Cn né!”
Hat Pau ngodi nhin bdi roi.
“P6!” Benjamin chi. “D6, Hat Pau. Bit no! Ngay”

Hat d4u vot le dén ni con cho d4 khong kip tung vudt ra. Nhung khi con ché ctia Benjamin lao vé phia Eric Shellhorn, thing bé ndy ngn lén mdt trang
u 1 va con cho da quay lai, xong téi chi chd vang,

Bong md tiéng nd long troi, ]amban ra mdt dam méy bui che dic con phd. Mai hién sup Iéch hén xudng, tro lai méi ngdi hep treo lo img thang goc nguy
hiém. Cénh cira trude bién mét, ca con ché d4 ciing bién luén. Gidnd da lot vo trong ngdi nha.

Hat Péu di ca nhic vé phia Benjamin, mdt chin chu co [én. Khong tlfiy dAu hiéu Eric dau. Chéc chin n6 da trén trong lan bui, chudn le V8 lai duong
Piminy roi.

“Gidr sa0?” Charlie n6i. “Tai sao Eric im vay? N6 mu6n giét minh hay Hat Dau moi 1 c4i nd dudi theo?”

“Coi, chii nha kia,” Benjamin thi thim.

Mot cu gia vira moi buon qua khung ctra gy. Cu :cré it nhin bon tré v6i vé bang hoang. Ngudi cu gly dét, nhitng giai toc tring uét} khiic, d6i mét su
hodm, va mau da giong nhu chua bao gior duoc thay anh mat troi. B com+Ie den cu mic 1én nurde thoi gian bong ngdi, 10i ra meing ¢6 4o so'mi cu ban
6 ving,

“Tui bay ¢6 thy gi khong?”’giong n6i phéu phio ciia cu hiu nhu khong téi duroc tai ching,

Nhén ra minh khéng thé thodi thac dugc, Charlie bude vé phia 6ng cu va noi, “Da thiy, thura cu.”

“Cé mdt vat bang da to I6n dang nguyén ria trong hing lang nha ta,” giong cu run iy bay, “v& nat vun. Trong nhur mdt con cho da.”

“Ding the a, thura cy, it nhit n6 da B viy,” Charlie ndi, liéc vo hanh lang nha cy gid. C4i dau con ch6 sén fia khoi than — phan con lai nédm dudi san, bi
gach wun lap day.

“Ta Ia mdt ludt sur da nghi huru,” cu gia bao Charlie. “Ta la ngai Hector Bittermouse. Chéc chin chau da nghe tén ta.” Khong chd Chartlie tra 104, cy noi
tiep, “Coi do! Ta nao c6 lam gi hai ai suot sdu nuroi nAm nay, vay tai sao lai c6 nguoi pha ta thé nay?”” Cu chi dong vun trong hanh lang nha minh. “Ké



do 1a aivay?”

Charlie ban biu tim Ioi dap. N6 khong thé n6i vdi cu Bittermouse ring mit thang bé sau tudi da pha hiy canh cira nha cy. Mot didu khong ai tin ndi. “Dé
la...J]a...” Charlie nhan thiy ic nay Benjamin va Hat Pau da dén dimg ngay déng sau minh. Benjamin ciing thiy khong thé ndo cung cp duoc cau tra 1oi
cho cu Bittermouse.

“Khong!” cu Bittermouse bt thin kéu to. “Do 1 ké trong bon ching, phai khong?”

“Mot trong ai?” Charlie hdi.

“Mot trong i ngwoi dudng Piminy 4. Déng rat a nén don di tir vai nim trude kia, nhung ta nghi bon ching da di hét ca rdi, chuyén nha B mot sy thay doi
nhiéu khé.” Cy gia bt d4u siét hai ban tay lai v6i nhau. “Oi trdi, 6i troi oi. Ta phéi lam gi day?”

Cu Bittermouse 16 rang khong thé kham ndi cong viée dang bay ra trurde miét, vi viy hai thing bé gitp cu thu don xz‘lqbﬁn trén duodng va dung canh cira
2y Ién. Bong nhién Charlie ndy ra mot sang kién. Norton Cross, nguoi canh ctra Iy rdng ctia quan ca phé Thi Kiéng, chic chan Ia dang tim vi€e lam

“Néu cu giri mdt 14 thur t6i cho chi Norton Cross, quan ca phé Thi Kiéng & Hém Ech, chau nghi chi Ay c6 thé gifip cu, cu Bittermouse,” Charlie noi.
“Chu ay rat khoe va khong gi khién chu ay s¢ ca.”

“Viét ra cho ta di ndo, cau tré.” Chy Bittermouse ngoéic chugs v6 mdt phong t6i, noi co mdt cai ban viét bang g gu chiém hiu hét bé dai bic trong. Cu
gia m& mit cai nawos to xap xi cai ban va lay ra cay but voi mit tip gidy, trao cho Charlie. Charlie viet tén ctia Norton va dia chi quan ca phé Thi
Kiéng.

“Tén cau la gi, cau tré?”

“Charlie Bone, thira cu.’

‘Bone,” cu gid trAm tur. “Anh trai clia ta biét mdt nguoi tén Bone — Lyell Bone.”

‘Do Ia ba chau.”

“Ho 13 chd ban be,” cu Bittermouse ﬁép. “Ban than thiét. Mdi quan hé cua ho khdng chi don thuan 2 nghé nghiép.”

Charlie khong cach chi biét cau hoi tiép theo ctia né s& mang lai nhitng hau qua xau xa gi. N6 chi mudn biét tai sao va thé ndo cha no lai két ban voi mot
nguoi gid ¢d d6. “Anh ctia cu 14 ai, thua cy Bittermouse?”” Charlie hoi.

“Ong 4y ciing 14 Iudt sw nhur ta, d3 ting la ludt su, phai noi thé. Meéc du hién nay 6ng 4y thing thoang cling van hanh nghé chit i, chi cho ban bé dic biét
thoi. Barnaby Bittermouse [ tén ong dy. Di d3 trén chinh muroi tudi roi nhung tri nhé ciia ong Ay con sic bén hon tri nhé ciia ta nhiéu. Sdng mdt minh
trén duong Tigerfield. S6 10.”

Charlie sip xép téit ca bo nho ctia nd. Lamsao né co thé quén duoc ci tén 4n tuong kiéu nhur Tigerfield va Bittermouse co chir? Va lim sao n6 c6 thé
quén duoc con so 10?

Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Ve Cdi Bong Xir Badlock duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.

Chuong 12

Mau thu nhén ctia Tancred

Charlie va Benjamin rdi nha cu Bittermouse ma khong giip vo ong. Ba dy chic bi diéc nang Fim méi khong nghe thy tiéng mdi hién nha minh roi xubng,
Charlie nghii. Ma cling khong ai khac nghe thay. Hodc gia ho c6 nghe thay nhung déu da tranh xa. Con duong vang tanh. Chéc a hau hét moi ngudi dang
quay quan quanh 16 suéi hodc trude man hinh tivi trong budi chicu Chu nhat gia lanh.

Tiém séch Ingledew khong xa nha ctia cu Bittermouse. Ligu ¢6 Ingledew c6 nghe thay tiéng dong d6?

C6, ¢b dy ¢6 nghe thﬁy “Charlie, Benjamin, thiy cac con ¢6 mimg qua,” cd Ingledew vd vap khi ra md cira cho ching. “Chéic cac con da tinh co biét
céi gi gy nén tiéng nd kinh hoang do thi phai?”’

“Pung a” Charlie dap.

Olivia, t6i git dang gdi séich déing sau quély, thinh finh 16 ra nhu ngwoi nom trong hop (hdp do choi ciia tré em, khi mo nép thi mdt ngwoi nm bing rom
s& bat ra), khién Hat Dau giat minh nhay bing 1én khong, kéu mot tiéng dng
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“Thé d6 1a cai g vay?” Olivia hoi.

“Dé 61 ké cho dang Ay vé vu dung do trude nhé,” Charlie n6i, “nhung thét ra t& dén ké xin 1oi khuyén cia c6 Ingledew. C6 mot viée khing khiép da xay
ra voi Billy Raven.”

Olivia vén tim rém sau quiy qua bén va tho dau néi I6n, “Tin xAu, Em!”
“Oi khong!” Emma thdt Ién bang giong tham thiét rat hop canh.

Tét ca kéo vd phong sau nhdp bon véi Emma, noi ¢d Ingledew d,'ét 10 sudi reo ti tach. Pdng hat dé ludc gan vi 10 nhic Charlie dén Giang sinh. Tham chi
con c6 ca mot hil nude ép mam x6i ndng hdi bén trong thanh chén 10.

Ng01 gon lon trong goc ghé sofa, voi mot ndm hat dé udc nong hoi trong tay va mdt ca nurdc mim xoi dit trén ban canh ddy, Charlie ke lai chi tiét ngay
cudi tuan ky la ctia n6. C6 vai doan bi cit ngang, di nhién, phéan 16n vi Olivia, nhung Benjamin va Hat Pau, ndm chung v6i nhau dudi tim tham trude 1
suoi, thi da ngi kho. Dén khi Charlie ké xong thi nhitng ngudi kia ¢ vé mét pho, nhung it ra ho van con thirc.

Charlie that vong truéc phan timg ctia ¢6 Ingledew. “Ong cau ctia con s& biét phai im gi,” c6 n6i. Vé mit ¢6 a mdt birc tranh lo Eing,

“Nhung 6ng khong c6 & day,” Charlie ni, boc hat gié¢ cudi cing trong tay nd.

“Charlie, chir 6ng dy dang & dau? Ong 4y da di dau? Subt ca tuan qua ong Ay di ving hét, Ching ta s& lim gi néu khong c6 6ng 4y?” C6 Ingledew
duong nhu da hoan doi vai tro cho ching. Gio chinh ¢6 lai dang hoi o1 khuyén cua Chartie.

“Con da hy vong I 6 biét,” Charlie dap.

‘:O!” ¢d Ingledew, dang ngdi bén ban viét, thic thom gio mdt trang trén t lich ciia minh, hét cam cay but Ién lai dit nd xudng. L& ndo cd 4y dang nhd
Ong cau Paton?

Chen vd ngdi bén canh Charlie, Olivia nhiu iy lai, tap trung suy nghi. Emma 6 dAu bén kia ghé sofa nhin chong chong vao ngon lira, tira cim vo hai ban
tay. Bat thinh linh Olivia phi ra mdt hoi 6 kéu va thét om “Nghi ra roi. Tui minh s& di gap 6ng hiéu trurdng. Co 1€ Billy da tro ve truong that, nhung néu
nd khong & d6 thi tui minh s€ hoi gido su Bloor xemno ¢ dau. Ong ta s€ phdi ndi cho tyi minh biét.”

“Ong ta khong n6i that dau,” Emma iu xiu. “Ong ta c6 thé tinh bo bao 1 da giri Billy di dau d6 i, dai loai vay.”

C0 Ingledew dimg dly va bét dau budc t6i bude lui. “Nhirng chuyén & trén duong Piminy khién ¢6 khong an tim. Toi nghigp ba Kettle. C6 phai di tham
ba ay mdt chuyén moi dugc. Va ca cy Bittermouse nita! Sinh vt d6 da suyt giét cu. Phai lam gi d6 vé cai thang Eric nay thoi.”

Benjamin da tinh gidc. Vira dui mét vira ngap, né lam nham rang Hat Dau khong bao gior im dau ai ¢4, vy ha ¢& gi mi mdt con ché da duoc xua t6i dé
giét nd?

“C6 I8 khong phai vay dau” Olivia hd hoi néi. “Cé ¢ biét con nghi gi khong?”

“Noi coi, Olivia.” C6 Ingledew lai ngdi xudng va 10 vé ru tim vo ciing,

“Con nghi con chd d4 dé chi y mudn im d6 cira nha cu Bittermuose,” Olivia ndi déic théng. “Hat Dau chi tinh cd di ngang qua d6. Nho khong Charlie?
DPang ay ndi cu Bittermouse bao ta khong lam hai ai suot sau muroi namnay. Vay cé nghi 1a cu ay da lam hai ai d6 mdt 1an 161, va cuoi cling nguoi do trd
lai tra thu cu.”

Khong ai tranh luén. Y kién d6 qua hop ly. Ngoai trir, nhur c6 Ingledew chi ra, cai nguoi sai khién Eric am cai tro ddi bai d6 chic han bay gios ciing gia
khu r6i, néu cu Bittermouse tirng lam hai ho cach day da lau.

“C6 thé d6 1 mdt mdi thii truyén kiép,” Benjamin dé xuét ¥ kién,

“ing, ding, Benjamin, ¢ nghi chau ding ddy.” C6 Ingledew lai ngdi xudng, “C6 nhirng hau dué tr lai dé san bing ti s6 xura, tiép tuc mdi thi bét dau
tir nhicu thé ky trrée.” C6 nhiu may. “Nhung tai sao? Ai da triéu hdi bon ho?””

“Céai bong,” Charlie noi.

Olivia lic dau. ¢ ‘Khong thé 1a cai bong duoc. Tai sao déng 4y cir nhic dén lao thé, Charlie? Cai bong di bi truc xudt roi. Han bién mét roi. Néu ma
chura bién thi chic hén ngudi ta da thiy hin trén duong pho gy chuyén phién toai, hodic 16 dién & Hoc vién Bloor. Troi dat quy than oi, hin [ thiy bua
cho nén sau nhitng chuyén da xiy ra voi hin thi thé ndo hén ciing s& quiy pha, giy nén tinh trang hon don.”

“Chiing ta hy vong ding ai sira duoc tim guong,” Emma noi.

C6 Ingledew chot ring minh, nhur thé ¢6 dang ¢6 phti di céi gl d6 kho chiu. “C6 phii tré lai im viéc ddy. Con bao nhiéu viéc phéi lam dé chuan bi cho
tiém sach ngay mai md ctra. Cac con ct ¢ bao 1au tly thich nhé. Va nhé an hét hat dé trong khi ching con am.””



Khi ¢6 Ingledew di ra ngoai, khong dira ndo n6i gi mot lic, va rdi Olivia lén tiéng, “Ngiy mai tui minh di giip gido su Bloor, nhé Charlie?”

N6 khong thich c4i y kién nity chit ndo — n6 biét Billy dang ¢ xir Badlock, nhung Olivia d don nd vo goc tudng, “DE 6 di mdt minh cho néu déing &y
khong phién. Billy dang ¢ voi minh thi mat tich nén d6 la trach nhiém cta minh,” nd bao.

“U. Nhung néu ding iy mudn déy di ciing thi ctr cho déy biét,” Olivia boc mdt hat dé khac. “Day nghi t5i nay ddy s& nhudm toc mau xanh I cy.”
“Tét,” Charlie n6i, udc gl tim duoc tr ndo hay hon.

Qué nhiéu chuyén xiy ra vao cudi tuin dén ndi khong thé trach ctr Charlie d& bo sét mdt chi tiét rat quan trong, Chinh Benjamin d& néu ra trong khi hai
thang di vé nha.

“Rambrandt c¢6 ¢ cing v6i Billy khi thing bé bién mét khong?”” Benjamin hoi.

Charlie dimng siing lai gitta duong. “Minh khong biét,” n6 n6i cham rii. “Con chudt d6 da khong c6 & trong phong minh. T6i nay minh van chua thiy no.”
“Om, néu bd tim thiy con chudt trong tang him thi c6 nghiia i Billy chic chdn da & d6, ding khong?”” Benjamin coi b hai 1ong véi chinh minh.

“Ding thé, Ben.” Charlie cam théy hoi lac quan hon. It nhat ciing c6 gi d6 16 ¢6 thé im dé chimg minh Billy d di vo ting hdm

“Thé thi chiic may man, Charlie!” Benjamin chay hét tc lue vé nha sb 12, véi Hat Péu lao chdm chdm bén canh.

Khi Benjamin V@ t6i ctra nha, con chd vang ngoai ¢ lai nhin Charlie nhur mubn n6i “Tha dé cau tim con chudt hon 1 t6.”

Rembrandt khong 6 ¢ trong ting ham. Charlie it timg ci dém, céi bao, cai hop, nhimg tim chéin bj bo nhdly &n, nhimg cdi gbi va va i ln. N6 thdm chi
con c0 bat minh domra dang sau bire tranh ac hiém van dang dung vo tuong,

“Charlie, con dang lam gi 367"’ ngoai Maisie hoi kh& tir hanh lang,
“Con dang tim Rerbrandt,” Charlie hét 1én, khong mang c6 ai nghe thiy.
“Rembrandt? Billy khong mang n6 di sao?”

“Mang chir,” Charlie nbi cau noi séng khi nd leo 1én ciu thang tang hdm. “Chi c6 ba mGi nghi né mang con chudt téi Hoc vién Bloor, con con thi nghi nd
mang chudt vo xtr Badlock 161.”

Ngoai Maisie rau rau, “Ba udc gi ong céu con trg ve.”

Nhung 6ng cau Paton khong vé. Dén sang hom sau van khong thiy tam hoi chiéc xe modc tring d4u bén ngoai nha, ciing khong ai tra 1oi khi Charlie gd
ctra phong Ong,

Tuy nhi€n, c6 mdt tAmbuu t}ﬂép.

“Xem nay! Xem nay!” ngoai Maisie reo Ién, chay vo nha bép. “Ba v6i me con viét d6. Ba mimg 1 né t6i kip trude lic con di hoc.”

Charlie nhin bérc hinh & mt trurde buu thiép. Mot cam giac 6n lanh chay doc séng lung, Né cim tim buu thiép 1én va nhin trén tran vo do.

“Charlie, c6 chuyén gi vay? Lat qua bén kia doc coi.”

Nhung Charlie khong thé doi nit khoi hinh anh dang trurde buu thiép: mdt con thuyén budm nho dang cudi nhitng dot séng vo tan trén myit bién xam
Do 1a con thuyén Charlie da thay trong nhitng con 4c mng, trong khoang khc n6 ¢0 thoat khoi anh n¥it thoi mién cia Manfred va bat dugc nhiing y
nghi an dang sau d6i mat den ac doc do.

Khong chiu ndi trang thai lo ling nhu vay, ngoai Maisie ging Hy tAm buu thiép va doc:

‘Bame vui,ori 1a vui, Qharlie a, cho nép ba me quyét dinh & 1a1 lau hon thO’l gian dy tinh. pé tf)i la thu glri cho ngoai Maisie ba‘m,e s€ giai thich rd hon. Ba
e s€ glri tam buu thi€p nay cho thuyén trudng ctia mot chiec du thuyén di ngang qua day. Ong ay s€ 1én bo trude ba me nhicu.

Ba me nghii vé von hing ngdy. Tinh yéu ciia ba va me. xxx”
“0, ¢6 gi dauma &, Charlie. Chiing ta s& xoay x& duoc ma, phai khong? Dimg chau bau thé chir.”
“N6 14 con thuyén,” cb hong Charlie kho khdc vi lo Fing,

“Thi sa0?” ngoai Maisie 1t tAm buu thiép lai. “Mot con thuyén dep ddy chir. Ba nghil chic 14 ¢6 ngudi lai thuyén cho ba me ctia con. Ho khong di mot
minh d4u.”

“N6 s& bi chim,” Charlie ndi nhur két toi.



“Ba cha bao gid nghe cai thr tim phao d6 nhé. C6 khi bon ho khong ¢ trén con thuyén nay.” N goai Maisie choc ngon tay vo buee hinh. “D6 chi 14 tranh
anh thdi, Charlie. Con lam sao vay? Ngiroi ta c6 thé nghi con dan doi ba me vi ho danh thoi gian di riéng véi nhau d6.”

Charlie cam thy qué dau khd nén khong dap lai. N6 bude ra khoi nha bép, di iy gio xéch va toi khoi nha mi khong chao tam biét ba.

Tin tirc vé “cudi tuln tai hai”, nhu cach Olivia goi, da truyén dén tt ca nhing ai quan tim trong Hoc vién Bloor trude gio nghi gidi lao dAu tién. Rui thay,
16 ciing dén tai ca nhirng ngurdi khong quan tim. Mac du Joshua, Dorcas, Dagbert, va hai chi em sinh d6i chic chan ¢6 quan tam, nhung chi dén cai
mirc ma chung khién cho Charlie cam thay burc boi bang nhiing cai nhéch mép cudi khay va nhitng 101 binh pham cay ddc.

Moi sy tr¢ thanh cao trao vao lic ching dang budc hang hang lop I6p trong Hanh lang Chén dung dé dian trua. Joshua dén bén Charlie va ca khia thi
thao, “Thang ban may dau roi, cai con chudt trang 4, Charlie? N6 dugc mdt con chudt me hién lanh nhin nuéi roi sao?”

Charlie d4y Joshua ra sau, gam gir, “Cammbm, dd ngu!”

Joshua ¢6 doi cang nhiin tra nhur bot. N6 c6 the it thing bang vi mot ¢t héy nhe nhét. Cti x6 nhe héu ciia Charlie khién né bay véo vo birc chan dung
ctia nguoi phy nit tréng nhu dang bat binh. Png chinh xac nguoi phu nit ma Ian trude Dagbert da vo tinh Fing ma.

Lan nay ba ting tang td ctia Manfred, Donatella da Vinci, roi tom khoi bire tudng. Mot tiéng thét dau don i 1én khi birc chan dung dép xudng tim than
nam song xoai ctia Joshua Tilpin.

“Chuyén gi thé ha?”

Lii tré im thit r& ra nhitng lan song khi thiy Gidm sat Tai Phép hing h6 bude xudi i hanh lang. Khi théy birc chin | dung t6 tién minh vt ngang hung Joshua
Tilpin, miéng Manfred hé hoc Ién khlep via. Hn phot ra mit tiéng i quai go va rdi, ding ding quay phét lai, réng vang, “Ai lam cai nay?”” RS rang hin
Iru tAm t6i bire chan dung hon I t6i théing bé dang bi de bén dudi.

“Charlie Bone do, thura ngii.” Dorcas Loom ¢b né my cudi ton hot, nhung ¢b ging d6 qué strc con bé.

“May thiy c6 gi dang cudi ha, Dorcas Loom?” Manfied quét.

“Khong a.” Dorcas dap, vut tat nu cuol

“Dira ndo gitip ta!” Manfiad nhdc mdt dau birc chan dung Ién.

Bragger Braine budc t6i va nhic ndt dau kia. Long sau ba Donatella d tror vé vi trf cii nhung, kinh hai hon cé Kinh hét, d6 1 xuét hign mot c4i 16 nho &
phia trén long miy bén phai cta ba ta. Cai Ioi nay da khong duoc nhan ra trong khi ba ta d¢ 1én Joshua, chéc han la do duong nhiu may dai trén vang
tran quyet khong tha thir cho bat ky di€u gi ctia ba ta.

Tiéng tho hbc nhat t& vang lén. Charlie nhin tring ngay con I’Iﬁtr ctia ba Donetalla. My dang nguyén ria nd bang nhirng ngén tir kho chiu nhat. N6 hy
vong, mdt cach vo vong, rang né tirng thay chinh nd & trong thé ky ctia mu.

Manfied chuyén thoat tir trér}g bot sang d6 nhir rdi lai trd vé tréing bot, t€:1t ca chi trong vong chira day ba muroi gidy, Charlie khong dam dong day. N6
muon nham mat lai, nhung co ép minh phai mo to mt ra trong khi chd han dinh doat s6 phan.

Thiy giam sat Tai Phép phot ra mdt tiéng ra viit cao 1én dan, két thiic bang mot trang gir ngan dai. Trong ding mdt hoi thd, hén rdng mot ko, “Charlie
Bone di Ién phong hi¢u truong ngay phiit nay va bao cho ngai bict may da lam gi!”

“Vang, thura ngai” Charlie mimg & véi co hoi thoat khoi nhitng 161 nguyén ctia mu Donatella, nhung né thich gip 6ng higu trrdng trong nhirng tinh hudng
khac hon thé nay. N6 bat dau di nguoc lai hanh lang, mét viéc vo cliing kho khan boi il tré dang li lugt trén duong di ti can-tin an trua.

Fidelio chen chiic tim dén bén Charlie, thi thao. “Chiic may miin” Anh 4n mt mu gidy vo ban tay Charlie. “Tancred...”
Ai d6 day Fidelio qua bén va Charlie khong nghe durge ndt cau anh ban néi gi. N6 dit voi miu gidy vo ti 4o trong khi Fidelio bi cudn trdi xa.

“Minh s& hoi 6ng ta vé Billy”. Charlie nhu thamkhl budc téi canh cira dan vo chéi phia Tay. Lic Charlie mo canh ctra thi mit con sdm buém nho xiu
mau tréing, nip trong mot k& gb muyc, rét xudng du trén vai nd. Tir tir con séu budmbo xubng vat sau tim 4o ching xanh da troi. dén lic Charlie t6i
duoc thur phong cta gido sur Bloor, con sau budém da niip thut trong dng tay 40 somi ctia nd.

Trude khi g6 cira, Charlie liéc nhin khéip hanh lang trai tham day. Khong c6 mot khongglantrong nao gitra nhig hang canh ctra ¢ hai bén. Ting xéng-
t-mot déu chét kin nhimg ké sach, nhimg hop kinh trung dau lau va nhitng vat dung c6 xura, nhimg rurong hom thiang dimg boc da, nhitng cai ti cham
trd, dong hd qua e dung dimg, nhitng tm grong 1ong khung ma vang va nhiing tuong sap phuc stc ky la.

Nhur thé tit cé nhimng thir d6 con chura di, trin nha treo day céc loai chimnhdi bong, théo mdc khd va nhiing d6 choi may, tit cé Ky phos du dua trong
con gio lua tr cau thang dang xa. Nhiing am thanh cot ket, loat soat cuc nhe cua ching thi dua véi nhip diu tich tac ctia nhitng chiec dong ho dimg dudi

san.

Charlie thic méic khong biét co gi trong cac cin phong kia. N6 quyét dinh réng tha khong biét con hon. C5 gdng cimg vai, nd hit mot hoi that sau va gd



ctra phong gido su Bloor.

“Ta ra ddy,” mdt giong cAm cin.

D6 khong phai i didu Charlie mong cho. N6 lai g5 tiép.

“Lay troi, c4i gi ghp dit vay? B0 stip s& ngudi néu ta tré mdt phit sao?”
Thu hét can ddm, Charlie n6i to. “Em i Charlie Bone, thua ngai.”

“Céi chét tiét gi thé?” Nhimng sai chan voi ci duoc nghe thiy tién ra cira. Khoanh khic sau cira bung ra va gido su Bloor gurom guwom nhin Charlie roi
hach hoi, “Thé ndy nghia 1a sao? Ta khong ti€p ké ti ti€én gio ndy. Day la gio an trua.”

“Em biét, thira ngai.”” Charlie nudt di cuc ngwong da sang t6i cudng hong. “Nhung thdy Giam sat Tai phép béo em toi.”
“Céi tho ta, tai sa0?”

Charlie gio 6ng tay 40 én quat miii va khit.

“Dep sut véi sit dil” giao su Bloor rong gim.

“Xin 16i, thua ngai. Em toi day 1 vi em da x6 ngi Joshua Tilpin, va khong hiéu lim sao d6 mé, 16 tong phai birc chan dung va... va... va...” Charlie thiy
viee md ta cai 16 trén tran ba Donatella tht khé khan.

“VA SAO?” gi4o su Bloor quét turéng lén.
“Va ba Donatella Bloor, nhii danh da Vinci, em tin thé, hién gity c6 mt c4i 16,” Charlie dt mit ngon tay kén ong may bén phai ctia n6, “ngay chd nay.”

AAAAA

cung, bang giong de doa duc siu, ong ta gim, “Dd ngu, mot dira tré dang ghé tom, gdm ghlec khong thé chiu ndi. Ta biét i ma, 10i s& dén nurde nay
Charlie dinh héi gido su Bloor “nuréc ndy” c6 nghiia 12 gi, nhung bdng dung ¢6 g Weedon 16 ra tir mdt canh cira & tudt diu kia hanh lang,

“Bira trua ctia ngai da don xong, thura ngai hiéu trudng,” g3 gac cira thong bao, bang giong cir nhur mot bita tiéc linh dinh d4 sin sang.

Giao sur Bloor 4m r, “Chit nita di. Weedon, dem thing ndy vo Phong Xam.”

Charlie khong bao gitr biét n6 Ky dAu can damma phun ra nhitng diéu tiép theo. Trong tinh thé | g2 Weedon lao huych huych vé phia minh, n6 biét minh
khong c6 nhicu thoi gian cho nén nd gap gap tudn ra bang hét.

“Gido su Bloor, Billy Raven da khong tr¢ lai day vao ngay thir Bay, ding khong? ‘Embiét i n6 khong vé ddy, vdy tai sao ngai lai néi véi canh sat b nd
da ve? Y emla néu né khong & day, thind 4...”

Charlie chirg kién bo mit gido su Bloor trai qua mdt qué trinh bién sic quai chiéu. Mdi dAu 14 kinh ngac nhu thé 6ng ta khong thé tin Charlie dam ca
gan héi mdt cAu nhur vy, va roi nét mit do danh lai thanh cai mét na lanh bang, hiém ac. “Pemné di khuat mat ta,” dng ta quat g Weedon.

Vira lic g8 Weedon tom Iy ¢b 4o Charlie va git kéo n mudn nghet thé xudi hinh lang,
“T6i biét n6 khong c6 & ddy,” Charlie lip ngép thé phi pho. “Toi biét... t6i biét...”

Ga Weedon dot ngdt mo mit canh cira va day Charlie vo trong. RSi c6 mdt tiéng tach rét Ion. Charlie khong cin phai thir lay xem cira ¢6 khoa khong,
NG thdy minh & tring mdt can phong lanh toat, méu xam. Khong c6 gi bén trong, Khdng mdt thir gi. Van 1ot san thé nham va khong dugc lau chii, tuong
chi 1 ¢4 xam té nhat. Khong c6 10 suoi hay bét ky cai gi dai loai. O cudi phong cé mdt 6 cira s6 tron nho dé 16 ra mdt méng troi mau chi. Charlie khong
cach chi v6i t6i cira sb dy. N6 qua cao va khong c6 bic gl dé dumg Ién. Nhung Charlie khong d& mét nhué khi. N6 kéo mii trim én dau, quén chit 4o
ching vo nguoi, ngéi trong goc, thu dau géi 1én, chudn bi tu thé cho tinh huéng 10 rang 1a mdt cudc cho doi lau.

O vi tri nhur vay, mot chuyen dong nhe nhét tai bit ctr phin ndo ctia can phong ciing gay chit y cho Charlie, cho nén khi con sdu buém xuat hién dudi
san, no6 Kp tirc trong thiy ngay. N6 quan sat sinh vét xiu xiu vo qua san va bt dau bo Ién bure tudng da. Khibo Ién téi mirc cao hon dAu Charlie vai
phén, con vat bat dau vin minh queo lai, nha ra mdt soi to dng anh. Con sau budm quay vong tron, €n 1o xuong, s0i to' bao quanh than nd thanh mdt céi
kén 16ng lanh.

Trong khi nhin con sau bu6m chuyén dong nhur vay, Charlie sy nhé ra mau thur nhéin Fidelio da di cho minh. Charlie 10 vién gidy nhéu nhi khoi tGi va
mo ra. Mau thur viet:

Téi nay ems& c6 lai com buém ciia em, Charlie. Anh s& giip Dagbert ¢ phong diéu khdc trudc bita toi. Tancred

“Anh | mdt ngdi sao, Tanc!” Charlie le ling nhét miu gidy tro v tiii ctia nd. Bdng nhién, khong hiéu vi Iy do gi mé n6 chot cam thiy mot con dan vit,
dau nhoi nhdi.



N6 da lam gi sai v&i Tancred chang? N6 nhin trn trén vo céi kén to dang bong sang dan én theo trng phu, cho t¢i khi bire twdng xam thm dam trong
anh sang d& chiu. Cting v6i anh sang bing Ién dot ngdt, cai kén byc tung va mdt con budm tréng bay vut ra gita mdt trin mura sao.

“Claerwen!” Charlie nin tho.

Con budm trang du trén dau gbi nd va xda ddi canh van con wot ra. Nhung ngay ca khi doi cénh tréing bt dau kho va séang ruc 1 hon bao gior hét,
Charlie van dang nghi vé anh ban ctia minh.

Néu Claerwen & day, vy thi cai by gi dang rinh rap Tancred khi anh 4y xudng phong diéu khic, noi Dagbert ké-dim-chét ngudi dang doi anh?
Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Va Cdi Bong Xur Badlock duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 13

M6t vu dim chét nguoi

"Hay tron di!" Charlie thi thao.

Con budm tring hoa phép doi canh ciia minh nhat dan cho t6i khi tiép v6i mau u dm ctia da trén tuong, sau d6 ¢6 nang bo vao tii a0 ching ctia Charlie.
Khi con budm tring da tron an toan, Charlie bat dau dap cira. "Hay!" n6 gao om som. "Chimg nio ngai dwa emra? Emxin 16i, duoc chira? Emda
khong co6 y lam hu birc chan dung'.

N6 duoc tra 10i bang nhimg tiéng ngin bao hiéu gio rudi ctia ndm chiée dng hd ding. Charlie nhin dng hd deo tay ctia né. Ba gio ritoi. C6 I8 ho s& tha
nd ra vao gio uong tra.

Nhung tan lic 4gio vin khong ai dén. hay 5 gior. Liic 5 gioy rudi, d6i va khat, Charlie lai bat dau dong cira 1n nita. N6 phai gip Tancred trudc khi anh
ay dem tra con nhim bién bang vang. Ai biet Dagbert c6 thé lam gi mdt khin6 da lai c6 du tat ca bua linh cta n6?

Liic 6gi020, khan giong vi la thét va mét 1a vi kiét sirc, Charlie xudi lo xudng san va lin khéo ra ngii. n6 khong hé hay biét c6 mdt tran chién sép xay ra.
Vao mia dong, quang thoi gian giita lic tan hoc véi bira t6i duge xem 1 gio tur do dbi véi bon hoc trd Hoc vién Bloor. C6 dira phai dién tap, di nhién,
nhung Tancred va Dagbert, khong phai 1 nhirng tai nang &m nhac hay kich cot, cho nén nim gio rudi ¢é vé 1 thoi diem tot cho ching hen gip nhau.

Chi ¢6 Fidelio va Lysander duoc biét vé ké hoach ctia Tancred nhung Fidelio bén tap voi dan nhac giao huong ctia trudng, con Lysander dang choi
bong ban trong nha thi dau.

Chi c6 thé t6i duoc phong diéu khic bang cach mo cai cira sip ¢ phong vé va di xudng mdt ciu thang xody tron ¢ bang thép. Vao cudi ngay, cira sip
d6 ludn dong lai.

Emma ngac nhién thiy Dagbert Endless ning cira sap 1én vao lic nim gio rudi. C6 bé trude gio chua hé thiy Dagbert bén mang toi phong v&. Noi dy
chira ca mot rimg gid vé, thanh thir Dagbert khong nhén ra Emma dang v& dang sau mot tam toan ¢ goc xa. Tancred ciing khong trong thay ¢6 be.
Emma dé y thay anh di xuong phong diéu khac chi sau Dagbert mdt phit.

Moi viéc lién quan dép Tancred déu kyhié’n Emma Iuu tAm, va khi thdy anh di theo Dagbert xubng can phong c6 mot voi nude cii, ri ra khong ngimg vo
mot cai mang da to bang ca céi bon tam, thi c6 bé lap tirc canh giac.

Vai phiic Ema tiép tuc dim them mau cho bay chim trong birc V& ctia minh, nhung ¢6 bé khong sao tép trung duoc. cd quyét dinh phéi tim hiéu xem c6
chuyén gi xdy ra trong can phong bén dudi. nlung néu Tancred thay minh ngd v, coi chirng anh ay lai bao minh I con nhé rinh mo, mdt dira toc mach
hoac t¢ hon, mt con gian diép.

C6 mot cach khac dé am diéu dy. Emma c6 thé dimg tai phép ctia minh — mit diéu c6 bé rét hiém khi thure hién. Trong khi bon tré khéc str dung tai
phép ctia ching hang nay, Emma thich str dung n6 trong cac truong hop can kip hon. Pay c6 1a truong hop khan cap? chac chan roi, 6 bé nghi, trong
dau hinh dung cai voi nude chay va cai mang tura nhur ndm mo.

Tha co v& xudng, Emma bude kh01 gia, coiao chin}gra va nhémm‘it lai. C6 bé nghi vé mot con chim, rit nho, nhur 1 chim hong tude — mdt con chim
16ng dom niu dau trong bong t0i & mot bat thang sat cham tro ¢ 1§ s& khong bao gio bi nhan ra.

Trong khi Emma tudng tuc_mgminh la chim, ¢6 bcjl bét dAu teo rt lai, rat nho hon, nhéwhon, nho hon nita, cho t6i khi thanh mdt con chimhéng tude du
1ong canh. Canh tay c6 bé bién thanh d6i canh dom néu va chan ¢6 bé tr¢ thanh doi cang den, nho nhur cong tam bén dui Iop Iong to phu kin than, sau
d¢ 1a dén céi dau c6 cap mit den sang quac va cai mo vang sac nhon.
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Con chim ndu nhay qua 6 cira sap xuéng cau thang trén ciing,
Nhitng tam vai tréng phit trim nhiing bire tuong khong ra hinh thiy dtmg trong phong diéu khéc tyra hd nhur nhimg bong ma. Tancred dimg dura lung vo

mot khic go dang cham dé - hinh mdt con quéi vat su tir dau chim. Dagberrt ngdi trén mép c4i mang d4. Péng sau nd, voi nurde cii van chay. Cai mang
xemra da diy mot nira.

"Tao thich diéu khéc", Dagbert ndi. "Ci d6 1a ciia may a?"

"Ciia Lysanderr", Tancred d4p. " Quéi vat su tir dau chim May c6 mang con budém khong?"
"My c¢6 mang con nhim bién ctia tao?"

"Di nhién. Con budém dau?"

Dagbert cuoi. "Day". N6 16i ra mdt hii thity tinh nho tir trong ti do. Dudi day hii ¢ gi tring tréing dang ndm. Tancred khong thé thiy n6 I cai gi. Anh
phai budc lai gan hon.

"Pua con nhim bién day!" Dagbert doi hoi.

Tancred dom k¥ cai hil. Trong gidng nhu con budm tring ctia Charlie dang ndm dudi day hii. Anh d4u thé biét Dorcas Loom da lam mot ban sao tuyét
voi? Con nay thdm chi con v& thém cai chdp canh bac sang lap lanh.

Tancred tho tay v trong 4o ching va ly ra con nhim bién. Khoanh khéic Dagbert tom Iy linh vét thi Tancred giding cai hil. Gios ca hai thing da ¢6 thir
ma ching muon, cudc gap dang ra phai ket thic nhung Tancred ngd vuc nhin cai vat bat dong nam & day hil.

"May lira tao!" Tancred vudt thét Ién, khién can phong ndi gié 40 a0, cudn nhirng tim vai phii cac bic trong, "Dy khong phai 1 con budm tring cuia
Charlie!"

Nhitng tAm vai tring bay phan phat trong bau khong khi xody trio, nhitng dung cu duc d&o, chdi, chu va binh quay tit dudi san, va Emma nép vo béc
thang khi con gié quét qua 1ong cua co bé.

Sirc manh ctia ludng 6 thiic vo gitra méit Dagbert. N6 nhim niit lai. Rdi mot tay dura Ién chup ndm chit méi téc rong réu ctia nd nhur mubn giat birt khoi

du, n6 ra hét ¢, "Tao manh hon may, Tancred Torsson!"

Thé 1a céi voi nurde dang chay gin trén tudng fién xoay tit, nurde x0i xa tudn ra thanh mdt dong chay xiét. Chi trong vong mdt gidy ma cai mang d4 da dy
va tran 0 at xuong san nha, hinh thanh mdt sudi nudc ndi bong bong chay nh lang, Lao dao chong lai dong mude, Tancred truot chén té &p vo cai ming
da.

Emma nghe thiy tiéng dau ctia Tancred ddp bbp vao canh chiéc méng, Anh niim bét tinh, mit vap dudi dong nude. Gi6 vut tat. Nhay t6i trude, Emma
thay Dagbert dimg phia trén Tancred, thét loan:

"May dirng hong bao gidr Iy duoc con nhim bién ciia tao lan nita. Khong bao gioy, khong bao gio, khong bao gio."

Emma kim nén tiéng kéu cir chyc bét ra khoi ¢d hong. Néu mudn gitip Tancred, co bé phai con sng va phai nip ky.

Cam chit con nhim bién trong tay, Dagberrt lao 1én cau thang. N6 khong kip nhdn ra con chim ti teo nhur mot chiée 14 kho ddu & goc bac thang trén
clng.

Mot tiéng Am ring dong, cira sap dong lai va Emma nghe thay tiéng budc chén ciia Dagbert lich thich phia trén. Khong co thoi gian dé thic n¥ic cira sap
¢6 khoa khong. Emma bay xuong cho Tancred. BAu trén dau anh, ¢6 bé bat dau md roirit méi toc vang, nhung Nguoi bdo t6 khong nhic nhich. Minh
phai it anh dy lén, Ermma nhén ra, d€ mili va miéng cta anh khong chim du6i nurde. Doi véi mbt con chim ti hon thi viée d6 1a bat kha thi. C6 bé phai
thay doi dang.

"Nhanh! Nhanh! Nhanh!" Emma ty thic giuc ban thin khi 1ong chim tan di va thén thé ¢6 bé phong lon dén. Cudi clng, khi trér v& lai B nguoi, Emma t
Tancred Ién, uon canh tay xudng duéi lung anh va kéo anh day.

Tancred bat ra mt trang ho sic sua va ngdi ddy. "Oi, dAu t6i" anh rén rdim :Em, chuyén gi xay ra thé? Em dang lim gi & day?"

"Dagbert" 13 tat ca nhitng gi c6 bé ndi, trudc khi lao Ién nhimg bac thang,

Bing nhur ¢6 bé da lo so' - ctra sdp bi khoa. Kéu ctru la v6 hiéu - s& khong ai nghe thiy tiéng kéu. Toan trudng lic nay dang ¢ trong sanh n 0. Emma
lao xudng cau thang va chay i ci mang d4. Tho tay xubng nurdc, khodng tay tim cai voi va ¢b ddmné tré vo tirong, noi nurde van ye ra tir mot dng
nudc mo.

Khong thé ndo gin né lai dwoc. Hét 1in nay dén lan khac c4i voi cir bung ra. Cai méng d4 tran tré va bay gioy trong phong da ngip it nhat mudi lim xing-

ti-mét. Chéing bao JAu nifa s& | mdt mét, hai mét roi ba mét. Py khong phéi | lubng nue binh thuong. D6 a dong xody, do Dagbert va bo ba finh gior
da hoan chinh v&i con nhim bién ctia n6 gay ra. Nudc dang tham qua khe ctra tran qua cén phong ké bén, noi bon nim nhat hoc v&.



Moi ciin phong dui ting him déu khong c6 cira 6. Chi c6 bai bong dén halogen gin trén tran nhé va hai 16 thong hoi nhd xiu dan khi thoét ra

ngoai. Emma kéo mot cai ghe t6i bire tuong, leo 1én va git tam hrdi chan cua mot trong nhing 16 thong hoi. N6 rdt toe xuong nurde mot ci tdm that lon,
va Emma nhin vo cai ong den ngom, noi khong khi trong lanh xody v tir khoang khong phia trén cao. Minh phai ra d6, Emma nghi, khong con cach nao
khac.

Tancred dﬁ‘]ai nhim it vo. Emrm chay t6i lay vai anh. Tancred’tu(f)t qua rrf)t bén va roi oach xuéng nude. Loianh thé.ng day, Emma thét, "Tancred,
anh phai ngdi [én, anh phai ngdi. Em phdi di tim tr¢' giip, nhung néu anh roi xuong nude va em khdng ¢6 ¢ day..."

Tancred mé mit ra, Ambam, "U, Em. Chan....anh...4....dudi...nurdc".

"Briing nhung anh phéi gitt cho dau nho 1én. Anh c6 bude di duoc khong?"

"Chic duogc'. Giong anh théu thao chi nhinh hon ﬁéng éch Op mot chut.

Emma giip anh lao dao 1ét toi ChiéC ghé bén dui 16 thong hoi. Nudée lua tAp vo cang chan hai ngudi trong dong chay dit doi. Tancred roi phich xubng
ghe va bam chat hai bén thanh ghé, nhung rd rang anh kho ma ngdi thang 1én dugc. Emma nhin quanh phong. Con sur tir dau chim qua nang dé di
chuyén, c6 bé quyet dinh, nhung c6 hai con cop nhura xemra c6 thé tan dung cho muc dich ctia c6 bé.

Emma déy hai con cop t6i chéin hai bén Tancred. Péau ciia ching cao hon ctii chd Tancred mdt teo. "Ai lim cai ndy vay?" ¢d bé hoi trong khi voi va bt
dau bién hinh trd lai.

"Anh lam" Tancred mim cuoi ué oai. "Con cop ctia anh." Tya cénh tay vO nhitng c4i dau cop réng bu, ¢ v& hinh trang tri, anh nhin xuéng con chim nho
ludt trén mit nude len gan toi dau goi. "Chiing s€ giit cho anh an toan, Em'"

C6 that thé khong? L ching khong gitr duoc Tancred thi sao? Emma nghi khi bay qua ) thong hoi. Phia trén ¢6 bé 1a bong t6i hoan toan. Khong dé,
cho du1 véi mdt con chimnho, dé bay 1én trong tinh trang gan nhu mi dé lot qua mdt dng dan hep. Thinh thoang dAu canh chim quét vO thanh ong, day co
bé tudt lai sau va khién du ¢o quay cuong Nhung cubi cuing, ¢d cling téi duge khic queo clia Ong dan va tim thdy mot chd c6 thé dimg duoc. Phia
truée Emma 1 mdt dém sang li ti chi 16i ra. C6 bé nhdy ra toi cudi dng. Gioy cd can phai quyet dinh nhanh. Ca truong c6 1€ dang & trong sanh an dudi
Jong dét. Khong ai nghe thiy tiéng Emma néu c6 g5 vo nhitng canh cira bing gd s6i. Con néu ¢d rung chudng thi ai s& mo cira? Weedon, ga sai vt chir
ai, mdt con ngudi khong c6 By méu théng cam nao véi nhitng dira tré dwoc ban phép thudt.

Chi c6 mdt noi duy nhét dé t6i - chi mdt nguoi duy nhit di manh dé yéu cau duoc vo Hoc vién Bloor ctru Tancred. Emma bay vé huéng duong Do
Cao, mt ngon doi ¢ xa voi ring thong day déc bao quanh.

Ngdi nha sim toa lac tai mdt trang tréng trong rimg, khéch t6i thiim noi nay rét thira, boi troi quanh d6 Tudn ¢6 bao 0. Sim ndi di ding trén ngon ciy va
26 bac khdng ngdt chd theo mura da, du la vao mia he.

Bon chim nho ludn bj bién thanh d6 choi vo dung mbi khi kéng phéng lai gin ngdi nha cta gia dinh Torsson. Bj quing qut trong maly va diéc réy boi sim,
ching chi con cach nhéim niit ma hy von minh van con & trén khong,

Nhung hy vong thoi khong du cho Emma. Trén thé gioi nay khong c6 con chim nio quyét doan nhur ¢o bé. Minh s t6i tan noi dé gip cha ctia Tancred
va bac ay s€ ctru Tancred.

Khi Emima t6i ngdi nha bi hiém ¢6 ba méi nha nhon kn thi gid ting toc timg con. €6 bé hau nhur khong thé ndi khi luong gi6 nhu néim dém sét siét chat
quanh minh. Thét Ién mot tiéng so hii cAm ling, c6 bé chiu thua gié va dé méc ndé ném minh t6i Ngoi Nha Sam.

Con chim nho bam dép xi1 16ng va xodi doi cang nho nhur cy kim "Nhanh! Nhanh lén!" ¢6 bé thét, va trudc khi bién ddi hoan chinh, ¢6 bé da bét dau
dap ram rap nam dam vira moi ti€u hét 16p 1ong vl v cira ngdi nha sam.

Khi cénh cira mo ra, thét kho biét ai stmg sot hon ai - mdt ¢6 bé nira nguoi nira chim trén bac thém hay nguoi dan 6ng cao hon hai met, toc vang nhat
¢4 bd rau quai nén nhiem dién.

Trude kia hai bac chdu da timg gip nhau mot JAn va Emma biét 6ng Torsson 1 nguoi t5t bung bén dudi vé xi xi. "Chéu i Emma" ¢6 bé noi. "Chéu xin
161 vi chau van chura a chau duoc" R viron 1én hét ¢& chidu cao da trui hét 1ong ctia minh. "A, I chau rdi"

"Emma Tolly?" 6ng Torsson ndi nhu sam

"Da," Emma thét thi voi tiéng sim nd va khong dimg lai tho' mdt hoi no nita, ¢6 bé béo tin ngay. MJi tir ¢ thét ra mbi kich thém con gidn ctia ng sim
va trude khi kip ké xong thi ban tay c6 bi chup lay bdi nhitng ngon tay dai lanh bang,

"Chiing ta s& cudi bao" dng Torsson gim vang, nhic bong Emma 1én khoi mat dat.

Sau nay Emma khong bao gior tim dugc 1 dé mo ta cude hanh trinh trén khong ctia minh. C6 bé bay nhung khong phai la bay nhu chim Con béo ning
¢6 bé Ién, am gon ¢6 bé trong canh tay 6ng va déy cd bé ludt bing bang qua bau troi. Con béo c6 mai téc vang nhat, ¢ nhitng luéng chop phat ra tir
rau quai non. Bén dudi 6ng, bd mdng gudc ctia mot con ngya vo hinh x¢ miy mai phi.

Chura ti hai phit. Ho d4p xuéng manh san gach ctia Hoc vién Bloor, va trure khi Emma kip hoan hon 6ng Torsson di dimg limg ling trén nhimg bac



thém bang da bi x6i mon. Mot ludng gio phut ra tir ndm dim bang gid ciia ong thdi canh cong mi bung, nhitng cai chét sat dai kan 1ng 16¢ xubng nén da
phién.

"Con trai ta d4u rdi?" 6ng bdo gim vang, sai budc vo tién sanh.
"L6i ndy" Emma kéu, chay vé hudéng ciu thang

Tiéng gd c6 thy rén xiét kho s khi ong Torsson budc di trén cau thang, Nhitng thanh vin rung rinh va I6p tham thé dai khi bi mura da vun thanh dong
day.

"Loi nay! Lbi ndy!" Emma goi, chay trén hanh lang dn t6i phong v&.
Lic ndy tiéng nguwofi lio nhéo da nghe duoc thiy trong hanh lang "Ai d6? Gi vay?"

Rimg gié v& It nhao xubng nén nha khi éng Torsson lao phiing phing qua phong v&. Ong tién t6i ctra sap va Emma chi cai then cira bi khoa. C6 bé ¢6
thé nghe thy tiéng nuréc e uc bén dudi. Gio khong biét né da ning cao ¢d ndo rdi?

Hau nhur trong nhdy miét, ong bio gidt tung canh cira sap va tudn xudng cau thang xody dc. Emma theo sau, thay minh hét hon khi nudc bay gio da dang
61 doi mit con cop. Tancred dau khong théy.

"Bmg cham vo nude!" éng Torsson ra lénh khi ong 16i xudng,

Nhitng ludng dién nd sang mét mudc va can phong ngdp lut nhimg nhoéng chdp trang xanh. Ong cdm cii xudng va mot tiéng tée mude dé s, nhéc con
trai Ién khoi mit nude. Mat Tancred xam ngoét.

"KHONG!" mrde mit trio ra ran rua gwong miit, Emma hip té’\lpwh‘li tr6 1én phong v&. Nhitng bude chan sim rén va tiéng mrde nhé tong tong tir quin 4o
Tancred theo c6 bé di lén nhitng bac thang va qua rirng gia v& do rap.

Réc! Ric! Ric! Do ting ot dam ctia ong Torsson dap thanh nhitng c4i hdm chém nhep xudng Idp van 1t san khi ho hoi ha di qua nhimg hanh lang t0i
deén, cho t6i khi ho ra chiéu nghi phia trén tién sanh.

Gido su Bloor dirng dudi nhin lén. Diéing sau ong ta 3 mdt vai gido vién ciing vira tu tap. Ho nhin chiim chiim Ién 6ng Torsson, miéng hé hbc, nhu con c4
chét ngap.

"Nguoi phai dén mang!" 6ng Torsson sim rén, ning thing con trai ong dang bong lén.

Mot dong nurée mau xanh da troi kéu rin rit tran xudng cau thang bong Ion va chéy Iénh lang dudi san dé phién. Lo so'bj dién gidt, dam dong hoang hot
1t lai. Nhung lao Ezekiel, trong chi€c xe Ian banh cao su cua o, Ian t6i chan cau thang xap nude va khot khet. "Tai sao bon ta phai tra gid? R6 rang con
trai nguoi da gay roi, chac da dé voi nude chay va truot xuong nude”.

"LAO!" 6ng sdm rén.

Mura dd to c& bang qua cam triit rao rao Xuong dam giao vién dang chét tran, Plnn 16n 116 chay, la oe 6e nhur con nit vo hanh lang gan nhat, mt so,
gdm gido su Saltweather, gio tay Ién bao vé dau va chd xem chuyén gi xay ra tiép.

Ho khong can cho au. Phit sau, mot lan chdp chay dich dac vong quanh birc tuong op van. Nhing fudi lira bt dau liém nhimg tAm bién gd phia trén
cura cac phong dé 40 khodc va 10i tat ca dén dom phut tit. Khi 6ng Torsson budc ram rAm xubng ciu thang, toan bo toa nha rung chuyén. Nghe thay ]
tiéng Am, 4m ctia nhitng birc tranh roi brt khoi twong, ctia d6 dac 16n ting nhao va nhitng c4i t md bung, non va cc thir ching dung bén trong 1én bat
clr cai gj, bat ¢l ai choan duong ching.

Duéi sanh an t6i, bon tré 6m chit Ky dia ctia ching trong khi dao niia bay tir tung,

"Pimg dé bi dao niia xién qua ngudi" ¢d Marlowe, gido vién kich tir trong bong i kéu goi ddy kich tinh. "Chi 1 sém thoi. Binh tinh"

"Gibng béo tap thi diing hon" Bragger Braine noi.

"Bing A bio tap" Rupe Small vubt dudi.

Co 1o trén chiéu nghi, Emma thiy dang ngudi tim thurée ctia ong Torsson bang qua tién sanh. Trong 4nh séng loa 16a nguy hiém tir nhing tia Ira khip
phong, ¢d bé nhan ra bong dang ctia gido su Bloor va o Ezekiel, trong xe lan, dang rut hui.

Véi mdt tiéng sam cudi cling choang dc, dng Torsson bude qua canh cong chinh va di xubng manh san gach. Emma ude gi duoc di thwo ong, nhung
khong damnhtc nhich. C6 bé & nguyén tai cho trong khi cac gido vién suot qua, thap sang nhiing bo dude va sap xep do dac vé cho cil. Saudé ¢ bé
di Ién phong ngli chung va ndn nong chod Olivia vé dé ké cho nd nghe cau chuyén vd tim, khong thé tin ndi nay.

Charlie ng01 thu Iu trong géc Phong Xam No doan sam chép nhoang nhoang ndy chiic chén co lién quan g d6 t6i Tancred. Nhung chuyén gi xay ra? N6
a0 uréc mudn bit,



Khi con bdo qua di, mjt sy im king sau tham ap xudng hanh lang bén ngoai. Ctr nhur thé nhitng chiéc dong hd dimg va nhitng d6 choi may da nin the
cung lic. Mot phit sau chiing bat dau hoat dong lai, thdm chi nhanh hon va to hon truréc.

Charlie nhin ddng hd deo tay. 9 gio. Ho quén khudy sur ton tai ctia né rdi chiing? Ho ¢b ¥ bo d6i n6? N6 lanh va d6i dén ndi khong ngi duoc.
Liic chin rudi thi canh cira m6. Charlie nhdm héin ddy. Mot ludng sang manh dép vo miit n6, khién nd gio tay 1én che nit.
"T6i di dugc chura?" Charlie hi. "VA...va t6i co gi dn khong?"

"C), ur, Charlie Bone, may di di!" do 1a giong n6i tham su cla g Weedon. "May bi dudi hoc"

"Budi hoc?" Charlie vot miéng,

"Tao s& dua may vé nha, v& d6 ma ho cai got chédn lanh ctia may."

"Khong nhung nhi gi hét. Theo tao"

Charlie khong c6 lra chon ndao. N6 bi di¢u xuéng tién sanh, noi nay c6 mui khét néng nac.

"Chéu nghi bdo 1am bé hét bong dén," Charlie noi.

Khong c6 tiéng dap.

"Pé chau di By gi6 xach da, c6 dugc khong?" Charlie hoi.

"Khong gi6 xach. Khong vé van" gi Weedon cau nhau khi o md khéa canh cong chinh.

"Then cai gy 61" Charlie quan sat. "O ddy ciing bj bdo 42"

"Im mdm!"

Charlie di theo ci dang to phanh qua san va vo quang truong, Pén duong phd van toa ra nhiing tia sang ruc va Charlie thiy mot chiéc xe mau den du
bén ngoai nhitng bac thang clia trudng.

"Vo di" gd Weedon ra Iénh.

Charlie vang 1. N6 hoi so sg' v hoang mang. Viéc ndy chua timg bao gior xay ra. Tai sao nd khong bi cAm tic, hodc bi nhitng hinh phat khéc.

G Weedon quing than vo chd ngdi ctia tai x& va khoi dong may.

"Tai sao lai ¢6 s viée nay?" Charlie hét "Chuyén gi d4 xay ra vay? Ong n6i cho t6i biét dugc khong, 6ng Weedon?"

"Tao chi c6 thé ndi véi may mdt diéu, Charlie Bone" mdt nu curdi xoet qua gurong miit gi "Thing ban may, thing thoi tiét v, bi chét dudi hdi ti nay roi."
Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Va Cdi Bong Xir Badlock dwgc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Chuong 14

Charlie bi dudi hoc

T6i khong tin dng. Nhitng 16i ndi d6 cir chire chd noi dau hrdi ctia Charlie nhung khong sao vudt ra duge. Mot cam gide chét lanh, Iom lom ché ngy n6
khién n6 bict dicu do phai la that. Dagbert ké-dim-chét-nguoi da thang, Va Tancred da thua.

Charlie gitr vé mét minh trong chiéc mat na cimg do. N6 s& khong dé cai gi bén canh n thiy mrdc trao ra khoi mit nd. Nhung gd Weedon thdm chi cha
bao gio licc Charlie ly mot lan. Ga gic cong dang ngd chong choc con duong phia trurde. Nhing hat mura ¢& vién soi bat dau chém mit kinh ctra s6 va
tiéng sam ngat quang rén vang trén bau troi thanh pho.

“Hén nghi héin 1A ai kia chir?”” g8 Weedon gim gir. “Thing cha sim”.

Ong sim! Vay 1A cha ctia Tancred da biét chuyén gi xay ra. Ong ¢6 ¢b ging ctru dugc con trai minh khong? N6 khong mudn bt chuyén véi gi Weedon
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nhung tir dung n6 thdy minh hoi: “Ong Torsson d t6i truong a?”

“Hir!” g Weedon quau quo. “C6 troi biét tai sao o biét ma c6 mit & d6 ngay tirc khéc. Suyt thi thiéu rui noi 4y
“Nhung béc dy ¢6 ctru dugc Tancred khong?”

“Khong” Ga Weedon ding cai giong 4c hiém, ngu mudi ctia gil. “Hén cha ctru ndi théing ranh con hén”

Charlie nghién chit ring lai. Khong con cau ndo dé hoi nita.

“Chéng miy chic bon may s& khong con s6t lai mbng ndo nira, phai khong Charlie Bone? Nhéc Billy ciing tiéu ting rdi nay.” Gi Weedon khac mdt cai.
“May cling phai chiu thua va ding tai phép ctia may vo céi gi d6 hitu ich di. Hay gitip ngai Ezekiel mot tay.”

Khéng bao gio, Charlie nghi.

“Tao hi vong may chura quén me may voi b may dang mot minh long nhong trén bién ca ménh méng,” Ga Weedon doi giong. Nghe phé ra cai vé khoai
tra chét nguoi.

Charlie khong can phéi tra 1oi. Xe da trdr tdi bén ngoai nha sb 9 duong Filbert.
“Ra,” gi Weedon dudi.
Ngay khi Charlie leo ra khoi xe, gi Weedon nhoai qua dong sam cira hanh khach lai. Chiéc xe phong bay di, di Ién ngudi Charlie mot dim bin.

Charlie turong turong ngoai Maisie s& ra md ctra. N6 bét ddu chudn bi mot 101 giai thich viéc né dot ngdt tré vé& nha. Nhung né khong can phai mét cong
vay. Bdi vi ni Bone dung st sy ¢ khung cira khi cira md. Mu 16 rang 1 dang doi Charlie.

“Ho da bao cho tao biét hét moi chuyén rdi,” ndi Bone gin giong khi Charlie budc vo hanh lang, “Lén lu.”

“Cho chau...?”

“Khong gi hét. Po I cai may dang nhan. Khong gi ca.”

“Nhung chau d6i bung,” Charlie 6m chat iy bung, “Chéu chua an gj ké tir...”

“May khéng nghe tao n6i a?” ba ndinb cao giong “Lén lau.”

Guong mit hét hai ctia ngoai Maisie 16 ra khoi ctra nha bép. “Cai gi vay?” ba hoi. “Charlie? Sao con w6t nhep vay con? C6 chuyén gi thé?”
“Khong phai viéc ctia ba,” ndi Bone sn sb.

Pién tiét vi c4i giong ctia my ta, ngoai Maisie hién ngang budc ra hanh lang, “Charlie w6t mém chéc chén 1 viéc ctia ti. Vao bép di con.”
“Con chura an gi ké tir bira sang” Charlie néi v6i giong tuyét vong, “Con d6i meo, ngoai Maisie.”

“N6 bi truong dudi hoc,” ndi Bone 1ai nhai. “N6 phai bi phat vi thoi cu xit vo nhan dao.”

“Chéc chéin ba khong ghen ti voi né mdt ci sandwich chir, Grizelda.” Ngoai Maisie so sAm cai 4o ching wét mep ctia Charlie. “Coi ra mau di con. Kéo
con chét vi viém phoi va doi néu nguoi ta doi lam theo y ho.” Ba thdy mdt cai nhin cam hon vo ndi Bone va giat tam do chung w6t cua Charlie ra.

“MOot cai sandwich,” ndi Bone limg khimg, “Sau d6 di ngi.” Mu Ién Ju va d6ng sam cira lai.

Negoai Maisie kéo Charlie t6i bép 10 va &n n6 ngdi xudng cai ghé bap bénh ctia ndi Bone. “Noi cho ba nghe hét coi, Charlie. Chuyén gi da xdy ra?” B
td1 th lanh va 161 ra mdt dong d6 an. “Con s& ¢ mot cai sandwich by trong thoi gian nhanh nhat ba ¢d thé xoay duge. Nao ke di, cung. Ké tat.”

Thai d6 4n can ciia ba 13 qua nhiéu ddi voi Charlie. Mot tiéng nic vot 1én khoi Ibng ngue 16, de doa imné ngat thd. “Ngoai Maisie,” n6 thét lén.
“Tancred chét rdi.”

“Cai gi?”’ ngoai Maisie sttng so nhin nd.

Nude mét mi Charlie d4 kim nén dén gior tudn dam dia trén mét né va roi i chi xudng ban tay dang c6 chii di mot cach vo ich ctia no.

“Charlie! Charlie, n6i ba nghe chuyén gi xay ra!”” ngoai Maisie ni, ding chiéc khin mii xoa ctia ba chdm mit cho Charlie.

“Con khong biét, ngoai Maisie. Con khong biét. Con da bi nhdt.” Va Charlie ké cho ngoai Maisie it ca chuyén da xay ra cho t6i khoanh khéic Claerwen

hién ra khoi c4i kén bong nhdy clia c6 nang. “Khi do con hiéu ngay ra rang Tanrced d3 bi lira.” Charlie thé' dai tham thiét va lau nit. “Nhung con khong
bao gio nghi Dagbert s€... s&€ dim chét anh dy that!”



“Vay I da dén ngéc nay.” Ngoai Maisie ¢t mot dia sandwich ti hu Ién dui Charlie. “Ba mimng vi con bi dudi hoc, Charlie. Ba khong nghi con nén tr6 lai
c4i noi khiing khiép d6 nira.”

“Nhung con phai di, ngoai Maisie. Gio chi con ba tui con thoi. A, bdn chit, néu tinh ca Olivia. Ho can con & d6.”

“Khong, ho khong can con. Ba me con m6i cAn con. Ba cn con. Noi do6 két thic dbi v6i con roi.” Ngoai Maisie kéo mdt cai ghé ra ngdi dbi dién
Charlie, dé nhin n6 an.

C6 ¢ g thich ciing 6 fch, Charlie nhén thiy vay. N6 hiu nhur khong gidi thich duge cho chinh n6, vé céi nhu cau thude v& ban nang 1 phai & bén céc
ban khac Gabriel, Emma, Otha va Lysander. Boi vi chi khi bon ching doan két thi mdi ¢6 theé ngin chin cai bong trd lai va... Va sao nita? Charlie thim
chi con khdng dam nghi t6i dicu do.

“Claerwen!” n6 bdng ta hoa. “N6 & trong 4o chimg ciia con.

Negoai Maisie chup Iy céi dia kin khoi dii Charlie. Con budm tring d3 leo ra khoi tti nd va by gio dang d4u trén chom ctia cai mil trim, phat ra mot tia
sang xién ngang hanh lang. Con budm trang lp tirc bay dau lén canh tay Charlie va Charlie mang n6 vo nha bép.

Ngoai Maisie nhin Charlie ngoi lai v0 céi ghé bip bénh va trao lai cho no dia do an. “Dimg nghii dén chuyén lai di chu du nita ddy,” ba noi, mt nhin con
budm trang. “Noi Bone da lay chia khoa tang ham r6i. Cho nén, Charlie a, con khong thé di vo tranh, cho dui con cé hay khong ¢ con buém.”

“Sao?” Charlie liéc ngang qua ngoai Maisie. “Billy dang ¢ xir Badlock, ngoai Maisie. N6 khong ¢6 & trudng”

“Con ndi i ciing viy thoi, Charlie.”” Ngoai Maisie khoanh hai tay trurdc ngure. “Béy gidy con an hét banh rdi di ngii i, kéo ba kia lai xudng bao ta thu goi
do dac hay gigido.”

Charlie khong mudn chuyén d6 xay ra. Néu ngoai Maisie di, nha s6 9 s& ching con 1 ngdi nha nira. Vi vy nd tdng voi mon banh sandwich hép dan cho
xong va ngoan ngoan di lén phong ctia no.

Trong mot tleng én thamthlet Jn cudi cling, sém kin tan di, va con bdo x¢ troi chi con la mura phin i ti. Nhitng cu dan thanh phd bi quiy nhidu stra lai
bi, nhim mét vao va rdi nga thlep di. Nhung trong s ho néu c6 ai nhin én khu Ddi Cao, chéc hén ho s& thiy ba quing sang rimg ruc miu do, mau cam
va miu vang phi vun viit 1én ddi vé phia Ngbi Nha Sdm

Khi chuong Nha Tho Lon diém hai tleng, Charlie van con thirc chong chong. Lamsao n6 c6 thé ngi ndi sau mdt ngdy tang thirong nhur thé nay? N6 tho
tay xubng gam girong cham vo cai 4m sat. Long dinh ninh 1 c4i 4m s& néng ran nhung cai vat d6 chi hoi 4m 4m thoi.

Claerwen hinh nhu d4 ngi. C6 nang nim gip canh & cudi giurdng ciia Charlie. Cach déy vai tiéng dong hd hin 1 quing thdi gian Charlie hoang so nhat
trong doi nd. Nhung & ddy, trong phong riéng ctia n6, nguy hiém dudng nhu da i xa. Thanh phd im phing phic, khéng mot tiéng dong ngoai cai 4m
thanh kha gan: tiéng Iop cop, theo nhip diéu.

Charlie di ra cira s6 va nhin ra ngoai. Phai do la mbt con ngwa hoang phi trén duong? Hay i né nham Nhung khi mbt con ngya tring di vo khoang anh
sang tir ngon dén duong hét xubng thi Charlie trong thdy ngudi cudi— né thiy chim 1ong chim mau d6 girong cao trong gi6 twa nhur vong hoa diém trén
chiéc mii giap mau bac. Va n6 con thiy cai bao kiém nam chau bau bén hong hip si, va ludi gwrom ctia Vua Do.

Charlie nhin hiép s d6 va con ngura ciia ngai di thong tha trén duong, N6 nhin cho t6i khi ho bién khoi tim nit, xong rdi né Ién girong nim va kin ra ngi
say sua.
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Chuwong 15
Birc tranh bién mat

Hoc vién Bloor bang hoang, Chéc chén da c6 chuyén xay ra voi Tancred Torsson. Nhung rét it nguoi biét chinh xac d6 1a chuyén gi. Dam tré hau dué
cua Vua Do bict nhung ching khong tiet 10.

C6 mit trdn bao. Phong Digu khéc bi ngdp lut, truong mét dién t6i thui hai muroi bon tiéng dong ho. Nhimg tim bién treo trén cac phong dé do khodc b
chay sém, mii khét let virong vai khap tién sanh.

Nhig 1oi don dai tn & lén dén mitc boi thyrc. C6 dira noi Tancred da b chét dubi. Bon tré déu trénh xa Dagbert Endless. Gido vién van thyc hign bon
phéan ctia minh, nhung hau hét bi phan tim. Thay thi quén bai giang, c6 thi quén sach va thinh thoang con c6 gido vién vo 19n 16p.

Lysander Sage im vao nguy co n tung thanh bao hrc. Tam trf anh hdn loan, dAy &p nhimg y nghi tra thil cho ngudi ban vira m6i vong mang ciia minh.
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Xﬁc camnhur vay chi chye tri¢u tap nhitng t0 tién tim hnhcua anh, thanh thir Lysander d@ t6i d4u tiéng trong di theo anh t6i d6. Gido sur Bloor biét rang
tot hon dirng da dong t&i anh ngwdi chiu Phi nay béi vi diéu do6 chi to lam cho tinh hinh xau di ma théi.

Chi c6 my Tilpin, trong nhing can phong ting ham lut 101 cva my, la de doa “s& lam g d6” v6i Lysander Sage. Dudi chén thi nude Jp xAp va trén du thi
tiéng trbng ram rich, my kéu rén v6i Manfred ring mu sép phét dién 1én roi. “Khi d6 thi anh dinh liéu thé nao?” my guc gic.

Manfred bao nmu ctr chiu kho cho thoi co.

Gido su Salweather cang ngay cang danh nhicu thoi gian t6i can-tin xanh da troi. Thiy thurong xuyén bj bat gip di cing ba bép truong, Trong cung cdch
thi xemra ho dang ban ludn véi nhau vé dicu gi d6 dén bo phd ca nguoi.

Hai ngay sau tran bao sam, Gabriel va Fidelio dén can-tin xanh da troi som nim pht. Bing nhur ching hy vong, ba bép truong va giao sur Saltweather
dang ngdi bén mot cdi ban & goc phong. Ho mai me chuyén tro va khong nhan ra hai thang bé di vo can-tin. Ba bép trudng quay lung vé phia bon ching
Fidelio kh& ho 1én mdt tiéng khi cau tién dén cai ban trong goc. Cau khong mubn im ba bép trudng gidt minh hoang so.

Gido su Saltweather ngurde n va n6i “Céc tro nmudn gi thé? Céc trd som nam phiit.”

“Chiing con mudn hoi thiy mdt chit a,” Gabriel nhin ngoi qua vai dé bao dam khong ai di theo ching,

Ba bép trudng voi xoay nit lai rdi mim cudi thd phao. “Ta mimg thi ra  hai con.”

“Tui con biét chuyén xay ra voi Tancred 16i,” Fidelio nghiém trang, “Emma d ké cho tui con nghe. Pidu d6 i té du dé...”

“D6 14 diéu t0i & nhét timg xay ra.” Gabriel gat lon toc rt xudng cho n6 khoi che miét. “Va con van khong thé nao tin ndi. Vo sb tin don tran lan. Nhung
diéu tyi con khong thé nghi ra duoc Ia...”

“Da c6 chuyén gi xay ra voi Charlie a, thira thdy?” Fidelio hp tap noi. “Thir Haind da ¢ ddy, sau d6 n6 bi dua 1én gip hiéu trudng rdi ké tir d6 tui con
khong con gip nd nira.”

“Cau ta bj dudi hoc 1di,” gido sur Saltweather né mot nu curdi grong. “Vi t6i da lim hong mot bire tranh quy. Nhung cdu ta s& di hoc lai vao tuln toi.”

“Dimg lo céc con. Dagbert chura m hai gi n6 dau.” Ba bép trurdng bét than chop Ay canh tay Gabriel. “C6 & ta phai hoi con didu ndy. Con c6 biét
chuyén gi xy ra voi Billy Raven bé bong cua ta khong?”

Gabriel nhin Fidelio rdi moi noi. “Da biét. Emma ciing d4 n6i vi tui con. Charlie nghil Billy dang ¢ xir Badlock.”

“Caig?”ba bép truong dimg bat ddy va nhin xody vo Gabriel. “Khong thé 1 that dugc. Billy d4u phai i ngudi chu du vo tranh. Vi lai im sao Charlie
biét 1a nhur vay?”

“C6 mot bl tranh & trong tng him nha Charlie,” Gabriel gii thich cho ba. “Ba ¢ clia n6 da dé birc tranh vo ddy. DX B birc tranh xtr Badlock,
Charlie néi, cai bong song & d6. Billy da di xuong tang ham... va khong bao gid Tancredd én.”

Ba bép trudng va gido su Saltweather 1§ vé choang vang, Fidelio voi thém, “Gido sur Bloor bao rang Billy d4 tr lai day, nhung tui con chura nhin thiy
no.”

“Ta ciing chua thay.” Ba bép truéng bi hut hoi dén ndi gin nhur khong ai nghe dugc tiéng ba néi gi. “Ta ciing khong thiy.”
“Chiing ta s& Am gi a, thua thay?”” Gabriel hoi gido sur Saltweather.

Ong thay day nhac dimg Ién, n6i, “Hay luon thong bao day di tin tire cho ta. D6 1 tit ca nhing gi ta yéu cau. Hay cho ta biét tat ca nhitng gi i céc tro
nghi ring ta nén biét, va ta s& lam hét strc minh dé tim hiéu xem chiing ta dang lim vio hoan canh nhur thé nio.”

Gido su Saltweather di nhu duyét binh ra khoi cén-tin, diing vira lic d4m dong hoc tro khoa Nhac ta v0. Ching bét dau xép hang bén canh quay va ba
bép truong quiy qua di vo bép.

Fidelio va Gabriel ra n61 vao cudi hang. Hai thing ching dira ndo mudn dimg ngay sau Dagbert Endless. Fidelio i dan cho t¢i khi n6 tao ra mot khoang
trong cach Dagbert gan chuc budc.

“Gi vay?” Dagbert quay lai va thay cho Fidelio mdt trong nhiing tia nhin lanh bang cua nd. “Tao da lam gi?”’

“May tur biét, Fidelio hién ngang thu ngin khoang cach lai.

Dagbert nhin vai va nhich én.

Khéng dira nao muon ng01 an chung véi Dagbert. Nhung thing nay cting khong mang. N6 mang d”la mi dng ra goc xa va cim cti xdc an. Tur dau t6i cudi
bira n6 khong ngéng Ién 1in ndo. Mi an xong mén dau tién n6 da hoc toe ra khoi can-tin, neic di van con mon banh pudding tim mét. Dagbert da b

thdy Glam sat Tai phép tricu hdi. Nhung n6 khong mubn ai biét didu d6. D biét minh s& bj tré, nhung n6 ché thiy Iy do gi ma phai di ngay khi chura c6
chit mi 6ng bd bung dé duy tri strc Iuc.



Manfied 6 trong thur phong ctia héin, dang an, khi Dagbert g5 ctra.

“May dén tré,” Manfred budc ti. “V6 di, Dagbert.”

“Xin 11, thura ngai.” Dagbert 4n cai nit gb va canh cira bung vo trong

“Ta bao mi dén trrde bita trura ma,” Manfred noi, khong ng6 1én khoi cai dia do an.

“Péng ra t6i da 15 mon mi dng.”” Dagbert ngd miéng banh pudding trén dia ctia Manfred. “Dii sao 6i ciing di ma khong kip an banh pudding.”

“Pumng nghii may c6 thé in banh cta ta.” Manfred ném cho Dagbert mdt ci nhin doc dia. “Di mi khong an trwa |3 mot phan hinh phat danh cho may.”
“Hinh phat?”” Dagbert coi b bi xtic pham tot ctng, “Toi da lam gi?”

“May ngu nhr bo.” Manfied dit miéng banh cudi cling v6 miéng va chiéu bang mot ly mudc.

Dagbert cho, trong 1ong bde khéi, nhung khong du tur tin dé boc 16 ra.

“Tran Iyt,” Manfied cudi cling ndi. “May khong nén di qué xa nhur vay. Fairy Tilpin rit gian dit. Nudc ngim khéip phong ctia ba ta. Gi thi ba ta doi chd
6.2

Doi mit bang gia ciia Dagbert dao khip phong ctia Manfred. “Day 1 mot tda nha Ion. Toi chéc chan ngai c6 thé xép cho ba ta mdt phong & chai phia

Tay.
“Khong di1 phong tim. Ta va cha ta khong thich chung dung”
“Ba ta chi cAn mdt bon tim va mot...”

“Dep lainhai vé phong tim di.” Manfred dong manh ndm dém xudng ban. “Tao thét vong vé may, Dagbert. Tao twong may hiéu biét chir. Tao e | may
s& bi cAm tiic. Ong hiéu truéng da ra Iénh nhur vy rdi. Khong dugc vé nha vao thir Bay.”

Dagbert mim cudi. N6 da chén ngdy c4i ngdi nha tam ciia n6 & tiém c4, noi mdt ba vi gid ndu cho n6 nhirmg mén nhat toet, gt dd cho n6, ngay am1i
trén girdong va khong bao gio n6i chuyén véi nd.

“Thoi di, khong duge cuoi,” Manfred git. “May da dim chét nguoi. Pang ra may khong duoc lim thé. May chi dugc trong ch 1a hit doa cho ching so
thoi. Cai quy gi ammay ha?”

Dagbert cyp 4nh miit cho n turgt xudng chéan minh. Du khong so Manfied, nhung n6 bit thay Gidm sét Tai phép vén c6 thé thoi mién n6 néu héin mudn.
“Toi1 khong thé kim duge. Toi nghi t6i dang co chirng minh t61 manh hon cha t61.”

“Hir, 10i nguyén gia dinh,” Manfied hudng miy 1én. “Thé may ciing tin 42"

Dagbert doi doi chan. “Toi phai tin. N6 da duoc ehi trong ky yéu phurong Béc, ma ho thi khong bao gio ni dbi. Khi con trai du long ciia Chia t¢
Grinwald duoc murdi ba tudi, nd s& dat tdi sirc manh day du va khi dy thi n6 hodc cha n6 s€ phai chet. Trong tam tram ndm 101 tién tri d6 da khong bao
gidr sai. Me t6i da cho t6i nhirng linh vét bién dé gitip t6i virot qua dugc cha to1.”” Dagbert ngang dau 1én va niit nd nhée tia cudng nd.

“Nhung Tancred Torsson d choc tirc t0i, nd qudy rdy t6i, da an cip mot linh vat bién cta toi. N6.. no... phéi bi tiéu diét.”

Thiy Giam sat Tai phép Fing nghe Dagbert va nd ra mdt nu cudi im éo I nhitng dudng nét trén gwong it can cdi ctia han. “May khong nén km thé.
May s¢& phai stra chita thiét hai cho Fairy Tilpin.”

Dagbert nhin vai. “T6i s& lau don phong cho ba ta; don dd ciia ba ta én Au néu ngai mudn.”

“Hay day Ta khang dinh bon ta s& timra mot chd trén gac mAi. Xem ra my ny thich bong t6i.” Manfed lai mim cudi, 1n ndy véi chinh minh. “May di
duoc rdi” Hin phay tay.

“Camon, ngii.” Dagbert budc ra cira thi quay lai Manfied, n6i thém. “T6i luén ¢b am nhitng gi ngdi mudn... luon luén.”

“Tao biét. S& ching bao lau nira ddu may s& duoc vién t6i dé thuc thi nhiém vy khé khin nhét cude doi may. Cho t6i ic d6, may phai dé mit tréng
chirng Charlie Bone.”

“Thing chu du vo tranh?” Dagbert xi ra vé khinh bi. “N¢ thi im duoc gi?”

“Dimg déanh gié thip n6.” Mot vé cim hon xoet qua miit Manffed. “C6 méu ctia thy phap xir Wales chay trong huyét quén ctia Charlie Bone. Va c6 g
d6 mach bao tao rang n6 da phuyc hoi lai dugc diia phép ctia n6 r61.”

Charlie bi cAm ti trong nha gﬁn mdt tudn. N6 a0 ude duge noi chuyén véi ban be va lo phdp phéng cho déng bai v6 bi mit & truong. Lam sao nd theo



kip hoc trinh khi tré lai hoc vién Bloor? Thé néo né ciing phai hoc dém hoc ngiy cho coi néu khéng mubn bi cim tiic.

Vo séng thir Sau, n6i Bone bung mdt chdng sach vo phong Charlie. Binh kém timg quyén sach 1 nhimg 16 dzin do dai 1é thé ctia cac gido vién timg
mon.

“May phai lam xong tAt ca trude thir Hai,” mu ndi, tha inh chdng sach xudng ban Charlie.

Charlie nhin nhitng méu thu nhin d6 ma tho dai. Pu ca, tir thdy Carp day tleng Anh t6i thiy Pope day lich str; tir c6 Tessier day tiéng Phap dén co
Fortescue day sinh vat. “Céi ndy nhién hon con thirdng hay am trong mit tuan nhiéu. Sao con km cho hét ni!”

“Phai hét,” ndi Bone thing thimng va ddm budc dira.

Charlie ngdi xuéng ban va bat dau bang mon lich str. Co biét bao ngiy théng phai ghi nhd. N6 can syt trg gitp thoi.

“Claerwen!” Charlie khé goi.

Con budm tring bay xubng khoi min gio va du trén cd tay Charlie.

“Helpu fi,” Charlie ndi, dimg tiéng xtr Wales mé con budém tréing thich hon. “Gitp t& voi.”

Claerwen bo nhe tir canh tay Charlie én d4u trén vai n6, ngay phia dudi tai phai. Charlie doc nhirmg ngdy thang nim mot 1an, hai lAn, ba lan, rdi nhim
mit lai, v dé cho su hién dién diu dang ctia Claerwen thim vo 6¢. M mit ra, n6 Ry tay che tap lai chi chira con mbi cau héi. N6 thay minh nh6 15 tirng
moc ngay thang lich str.

“Cam on, Claerwen.” Charlie déng tap lai, mim cuoi. Khong phai day B in dau tién n6 théic méc vé t6 tién ngudi xit Wales cta nd, thy phap da m
nén cay diia phép bang go tan bi, mdt cay diia phép khon ngoan dén mirc c6 thé bien doi hinh the va song st qua moi dc tam muon hiy hoai né.

Cénh ctra truée dong sam lai va Charlie ng6 ra cira s6. Noi Bone dang bude himg hd trén duong Filbert. Mu doi c4i mii di mua hang va kéo céi gié den
to ¢ banh xe.

“T6 nghi da dén I hai tui minh di tim Billy,” Charlie néi v6i con buém tréng

Negoai Maisie & trong bép véi céi tivi viin am hrong hét 5. Thét kho ma thuyét phuc durge ba cho phép nd thir giéi ctru Billy, dir chi mdt Jan nita. D sao
Charlie cting phai lam ba phén tim dé con lay chia khoa tang ham. Nhung r6i timn6 chim nghim khi nhé ra noi Bone da cét chia khoa dir6i N6 vira
dinh mo ctra nha bép thi Claerwen bat giac o1 khdi canh tay no va bay xu6i hanh lang vé phia tang him

“Gi d6?” Charlie di theo con budm tring

Téan him xem ra dang md, he hé. C6 1& d6 | mdt 1oi moi moc cho Charlie di v bire tranh mdt lan nita dé roi s& b ket & d6 mii méii. Hogc ndi Bone bict
cai bong s& khda chat moi ¢d gang nao muon tim kieém Billy, thanh ra vi€c khoa tang ham Ia mdt sy can than khong can thiet?

Charlie dimg & dau cau thang tang ham, phin van. No di xubng mot bac, hai bac, r6i ba bac va ngd xuong khong gian tdi om ctia can phong sac mii
mdc. Hinh nhur ¢6 g d6 da thay d6i. N6 di xudng thém ba bac nita cho toi khi thiy 1 toan bo ting hAm.

Birc tranh da mit tiéu.

“Khong!” Charlie chay 1én cau thang va chay doc theo hanh lang, kéu thét thanh. “Ngoai Maisie, n6 di rdi. N6 da di dau vay, ngoai?”
Charlie dAm bé vo nha bép, noi ngoai Maisie dang ngdi trong ci ghé banh yéu thich, dm minh vao mdt b phim suét mudt.

“Céi gi di?”” ba am bam, voi lau nurée miit do coi phim.

“Birc tranh!” Charlie hét. “Birc tranh trong ting him il N6 dau rdi, ngoai Maisie?”

“Lam sao ba biét?”” ba ndi, vin dan n¥it vo nain hinh,

“Nhung con khong thé vo duoc xir Badlock!” Charlie thét.

“Theo y ba thi,”” ngoai Maisie thé' dai, “nhur thé 1 t6t nhét.”

Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Vi Cdi Bong Xir Badlock duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Chuwong 16
Cung dién ctia cai bong

Cudc hanh trinh cva Billy v6 x(r Badlock that chop nhoang. Méi phut trude n6 con dua tay sohinh v& Hat Pau thi phit sau cai gi da chop lay canh tay
16, kéo né vé phia trude, bing qua tiéng ché 6ng 6ng, chui vo mdt min suong mil cudn cudn xung quanh tya nhu 1 mura khoi. Luot, 6t qua mot khu
rimg toan ciy miu bac va nhitg hd murde loang loang, Cé doan né bay bong 1én va ¢6 lic n6 lai trdi 1 d trén mdt con dudng mém nhur Iya bén dudi
ban chan trén ctia n6.

Vabay glor nd & day, dimg trrde mot canh ctra cao nhur ot dén, mot canh cira st troi ra toan dinh tan nhon, nho nhuyen Nhimng dAu dinh phi doc
theo chiéu dai, vién hét chicu ngang phén dinh va phan ddy cta canh ctra. Khong co tay ndm, ciing cha ¢6 6 khéa, diéu nay khién n6 suy doan ring canh
ctra dugc van hanh bang mot thiét bi nhiét tinh vi hodc bang phép thuat.

Ngay khi Billy nhan ra minh chura chét, thim chi khong dau gi hét, va c6 thé thd d& dang nhur trude khi bi b tranh bét coc, thi nd ién quén phéng ndi so
hai ma dé cho tri o mo xam chiém. N6 1ti lai @& nhin cho 13 hon toa nha &n hit vo swong mi & hai bén canh cira sét. Trong gidng nhur mdt phao dai
nhung lai ¢6 nhimg bire twong hinh nhur bang d4 hoa curong, tron sang bong — loai d4 hoa cwrong den nhon mot 16p dau trén bé mit do khong khi &m. O
lung chimg cac birc turdng c6 nhidu khoen sit dong hin vo d4 hoa curong. Chéc chimg hai muroi c4i khoen, va trong mdi khoen déu c6 mot ngon dude
@6t bang dau hic dang chay.

Xt Badlock khong hé gidng nhur Charlie d& mb ta. C6 gid, ding vy, Billy c6 thé nghe théy tiéng rit u u déing xa, nhung gi6 khong thdi t6i ch n6 dang
dung day. Mai toc trang murot ctia nd van khong bi 161 bung, mit va hai ban tay né am [én nho nhiing ngon Itra phia trén.

Billy quay lai va nhin thay néu ki thém mdt bude nita 1 n6 s té chét tuoi, boi vi nd dang dimg sat mi mot vach da dyng dimg. Bén dudin6 1 mot dong
bangmenhnnngtralngutra tan duong chan trdi, va diing d6 c6 nhitng ngon thép ky la hep ti chiia Ién troi. Halbendongbang, nhing ngon nili xam tro
tryi nho bt tn vo nhitg dam mAy miu tim trdi udn cudn mudn huéng, ca phia trén dinh nti Bn dudi mit dét hoang vu.

MOt giong noi tron tudt nhur vai xa tanh, “Xong 10}, Billy Raven!”

Billy quay phét lai, kéu hoc lén. Canh cira sat da mo ra khong mot tiéng dong tir hoi ndo va dimg do | g dan ong ma truée kia Billy da trong théy mot
lan, nhung tir 36 dién mao cua hin da khac sau trong ky trc no.

Tén thay bua Harken, cdi bong, chi cao trung binh nhung &'y toat lén mot 4n turong 1A y cao hon nhidu. Vi bo toc d6m vang béng ruc moc bt dau tir
tran va doi mat mdi nau do thoat cai lai xanh mau 6-lu ddm GO ma cua y nhd cao, dua tranh véi cai mili cong vong ngao nghe. Y mac toan nhung xanh
ngoc lyc bao.

Miéng Billy ha hic ra, c6 ngam lai ma khong xong,

“Vio di.” Tén thay buia dimg I lai va laim diéu bd cti chao mai mia. “Chao mimg dén cung dién ctia ta.”

Billy dimg dong ctmg tai chd. Phia bén kia o ba twdc, né c6 thé thiy mdt hanh lang dai trai tham 1ong thi. Pén bic rimg ruc tir nhimg bir twong d4
hoa cwrong den va, t¢ hai trén hét thay, ddi véi Billy, tran nha treo ton teng nhitng ci dau ctia bao nhiéu loai thi, nhitng d6i nt thily tinh ctia ching van
con nguyén ndi kinh hoang vé khoanh khéc bi bt giit.

“Cai g lam may a0 ndo thé, nhoc? Vao di.” Ba tudc Harken chop Hy tay Billy va kéo n6 vo trong. Cénh cira sit im king dong lai déng sau no.

“Theo ta,” b4 tudc ra [énh.

Billy khong ¢6 Ira chon nao khéc.’Cé bude nhe hét strc lén nhimg tang da géu, da cop van con 1ong mém mai, n6 theo chii nha di xubi hanh lang dai
dammi chét choe do6, mt hoi nham lai d¢ khoi phai trong thay nhitng cai dau thi tit ¢ trén cao ma nd bude phai di bén du6i. Bing lic dy thi Rembrandt
[én tiéng,

“Billy, tui minh dang & dau ddy, chuyén gi xay ra?” Con chudt it chit.

Ba tudc Harken quay phét lai. “Cai gi d6?”

Billy da quén khudy i Rembrandt dang ngii sau trong tiii 40 pijama ciia n6. Khong hé nghii ngoi, n6 néi lién: “Con chudt ctia t6i, thua ngai”

“D6 I céi gi?” ba tude Harken chit van.

“T6i da ndi ngai rdi, con chudt cta t61,” Billy kip lai.

“DO LA CAI GI?” B tuée rdng gim kén.

Billy chot v 1& ring ba tude khong hiéu chudt i gi, hodic sao d6 mé quén roi. N6 nhe nhang 16i Rembrandt ra khoi i 4o va chia con chubt ra.

“Ui” Rembrandt chit. “Pay I tin xau, Billy.”



“Ta d3 quén mat,” ba tudc gi gir. “Bon ta khong c6 chudt & day. Linh ctia ta da an hét sach bach khong con con ndo, cach day Iy, 1au, liu imroi. Pua
no cho ta.”

“Khong” Billy 6m chét Rembrandt vo ngre. “Toi khong thé. Toi khong thé séng ma khong c6 Rembrandt. Toi khong dua!”

B4 tude ¢6 ve ngac nhién. “May c6 tinh than day, nhoc. Tot, may cilr gitr cdi con c6 tén ky quic do, néund ché ngw may. N6 vira mdi noi xong, Ding
6 choi. Tao biet may hi€u ngdn ngii ctia nd. N6 da ndi gi vay?”

Billy ngdm nghi cAu hoi d6 ¢6 phii k hoi by hay khong, Khong chimg 1o bé tude ny c6 thé ndi duoe tiéng thi vt. Billy quyét dinh n6i doi mot phen.
“N6 bao ching t6i dang & mdt noi tot, thura ngai.”

Ba tude dom Billy vé nghi hoac. “Né noi thé a? Hir. Ta phai tin may... chi lic ny thoi” Hin quay dau budc tiép, doi gidly mili nhon cong viit cta y kh&
it trén 1op 16ng thi. Va Billy theo sau, cam thiy t6i 161 vi tim tham kiéu vay rat 4m va thoai méi cho nhitng ngén chén trin ctia no.

Phai mit kha nhidu thoi gian méi di hét hanh lang, nhung rdi cuéi ctng, khi ho dén do thi mdt canh cira sit khdc mo vé sau émru, dé 16 ra m0t cén phong
rong ngut ngat. Treo lo kimg tir trén mai i bang nhitng soi xich sit 1 ba vong tron, i nay 10ng vao khoang giira ctia cai kia ching ba thc hay ¢& do, cai
nhro nhit & trén clng, cai to nhit & dudi cing. [t nhat nam muroi ngon nén duge xép bén trong mo6i vong tron, va hop lai, tht ca clng chay ryc 1én mot
quang lra trang dir doi. Billy choang sbc trude chim nén than diéu nay dén ndi phai mt miy gidy né méi nhn ra ba déng ngudi dang ngdi trrde mot 1
suoi khong 10 & mot dau can phong,

“Gia dinh ta!” b4 tudc tuyén bd. Y kéo Billy t6i trude “Con ddy i no!”

“Chii nhoc!” mdt bé gi reo 1én, nhay x6 ra khoi mot dong gbi ném. “Cu da mang n6 t6i.”” Nhur thé Billy 1 mdt mon d6 khong bang,

C6 bé bambo v phia Billy, qua mot bién chéin, mén. D6 a mit bé géi nho nhéin guong mit ngdi ngdi, toc den, quan bip va mit ndu tron. C6 bé mic
vay dai mau vang, két hoa vang 6ng, va nu cuoi mo ctia c6 bé 1ap tirc khien Billy yén long. Tuy nhién khi trong thay Rembrandt, c¢d bé khyng lai tirc thi,
chi con chudt, thét om. “Do6 1a cai gi?”

“Chudt d6, dira tré,” ba tude bao co bé, “tir vimg dit ctia ba mi. N6 s& khong lam hai mi. Thing nhéc khéng ché dirgc no trong tai phép clia minh.” Y
quay qua Billy. “Matilda I3 chau gai ta. Con kia,” y chi o suoi, “mi s€ gap chau trai ctia ta Edgar, va vo ta Lilith.”

Billy gt du khong thét 1én 1o, Céi théng trong bo 4o jacket xanh 14 cdy dim va quin dng tim dé khong nhin 1én khoi quyén sach dang dat trén dui.

Tuy nhién, nguroi phu ni¥ quay qua nhin Billy trimg trimg tir chiéc ghé lon mi ba ta dang dwa ngudi — diu ba ta tira vo thanh ghé ¢d day. Khi Billy cham
phai &nh nhin tr §61i mat den ctia ba ta, mdt con 6n lanh chay khap ngudi nd, Rembrandt thi thao, “Sai lam r6i.”

“N6 phat ra am thanh,” Matilda kéu Ién. “Con chudt cuia ngai.”
“T6i khong phai Ia ngai,” Billy ing king n6i. “Toi chi 1a Billy.”

Pén lic nay cai thing kia m6i ngrde mit 1én. N6 1on hon em gai n6 it nhédt bén tudi va khong ¢ nét ndo gidng co bé. Toc vang tia gon, niit xanh 14 ciy
dén giat minh.

Matilda lai gan Billy, vin nhin con Rembrandt mdt cach lo 4u, nhung Billy hip tap nhét con chudt tr6 vO tlii 40 n6, va dong thai nay mang nu cudi r lai
trén gurong niit c6 bé. “Toi thich cai mat na clia ngai, thua ngai, nhung nd bang thity tinh va toi cd theé nhin thay xuyén qua nd.” Co bé cham vd mat kinh
ctia Billy. “C6 I& n6 1a mdt vét cta tuong lai.”

“E... dung,” Billy néi.

“Oi, mit ngai miu qua daw,” ¢6 bé tiép. “Phép mau lam sao. Ca vy clia ngai nira rat hay. Nhung ngai khong ¢6 giy.”

“T6i khong c6 thoi gian xo gidy vo,” Billy néi, liéc nhin b4 tudc.

“Cu cua t61 bao voi ching t6i a s& mang mot théing nhoc tir twong lai vé cho ching toi vui giai tri.” Matilda khe kéo Billy vé phia 16 swéi da hoa curong
khong 10. ““Va cu bao rang bon phan cua ching t6i 1a cham soc ngai. Khong dung sao, chia t€ ctia chau?”

“Hay bao damn6 sin sang an tdi.” B4 tude quing nhimg 11 ndy vao Matilda khi y bude tré lai canh cira st — cai cira cung ctic mo ra cho y di qua va
dong lai phia sau y.

Billy dimg dang truréc 1o sudi reo vang, Phia bén phii nd, Edgar da trd vé voi quyén sach; bén trdi, ba Lilith vén tiép tuc nhin cham chép vao nd. Billy
cam thay kho chiu kinh khing, Anh mat ba ta han hoc dén n6i moi ¢6 gang chuyén tro déu ri ra hét khoi Billy. May thay Matilda la m0t nguoi noi lubn
mom.

“Toi s& dura ngai vO phong dé ching ti chuén bi cho ngdi,” ¢6 bé huyén thuyén. “Toi nghi ngai s& thich, Billy. C6 quan do mdi cho ngdi roi... ké cé giy.
Va ngii s& c6 mot day td riéng, di nhién, dé...”

“T6i nghi t6i nén trd vé ngay bay gio,” Billy noi.



Matilda c6 vé stmg s6t. “Vé dau?”

“V& nha t61.” Billy thiy minh run bén. “Téi khong thude vé noi nay. Toi mudn di. Tai sao t6i khong thé vé nha?” N6 quay qua grrong it lanh d4 ciia ba
Lilith. “Tai sao t6i ¢ day?”

“Mi khong c6 nha,” ngudi phu nit ni.
Trong mdt thoang Billy séc dén ndi 4 khau, méi rdi né méi néi, “Toi co. C6. Toi sdng véi Charlie Bone.”
“P6 Ia dbi tra,” ba ta ndi. “Bon ching chira mi vi tdi nghiép. Nhung ching khong mudn mi.”

Nighe nhitng 101 niy, mot khdi d lanh cim ngim v nguoi Billy. N6 hiu nhur khong cam thiy Matilda ndm tay n6, cir mi quang di theo c6 bé vé phia
canh ctra ma da tu dong md toang trudc khi chiing ti noi.

Matilda dn Billy di vai budc trong hénh lang réi 1ong thi thi qugo va leo 1én mdt cai cau thang d4 hoa cuong chat hep. Dilén hét cau thang thi toi mt
hanh lang dai, chi c6 mdt ngon dén bac chay & dau cudi. Matilda budc vé phia ngon dén va dung lai trude mot canh cira cai mot cai then by oanh. Co
bé nang cai then Ién va Billy theo c6 bé v mdt can phong ma duge cho Ia phong riéng ctia nd... nhung trong bao lau? N6 khong dam nghi toi.

Khong dén ndi t&. Mot ngon lira chay trong vi sit va nhitng birc tuong da hoa cuong mau xanh 14 cay nhat. Chiéc giwong loai bdn coc cao nght, treo
man mau nga voi. Co mit tarntham 16ng thi, di nhién, mot cai ghé va mot céi ruong lon bang g sdi. Mot bo quan dé sin trén girong: 40 jacket nhung
xanh da troi, véi nhimg duong vién vang 6ng & ¢d 4o va ¢ tay, va mdt cai quin dai miu xanh da troi va vang kim. Giay dugc dat dudi chin giuong. D6
1a mbt doi giay mili nhon, dai, trang tri vang,

“Thiy buia n6i chiing toi rét may min.” Matilda nhéc ci 40 jacket xanh da troi én. “O nhing ving dat khéac ngudi ta toan mic d0 bang vai thd; con trai
mang v len xi1 xi va miic loai 40 chén giy ngira ngiy. Pay 1 xtr Badlock, ching toi da phét trién rit tién bo.”

“That 4?” Billy budc vé phia 10 su6i va ho hai ban tay trude ki lira. Con 6n lanh vira doi xudng ngudi nd van khong dich chuyén duge. N6 khong ¢6
nha & noi nay.

Matilda nhéy phéc lén gierong ngdi, dung dura ban chan. “Ngai ¢6 thé vui vé & ddy khong, Billy? Doi khi i rit co don. Edgar khong bao gio 1 ban, vi
vay t6i khong c6 ai lam ban.” C6 bé nging 10i. “Va t6i s thay bua va vg ctia cu ay.”

C6 nay néi nhur thé hoc khong hé c6 ho hang day mo gi vy, Billy nghi. Nhung 18 ndo thiy bia va vo o khong phai a cu ky ciia ¢d ta?”

“Me cua ban dau?” Billy hoi.

“Me t6i? Ba chét réi? vi yéu tim. Cha t6i ciing da chét. Or}g la mot hiép sidiing cam. Tén 6ng Ia Gervaise de Roussillon, 6ng da chét trong mt tran ﬁéu
gian lan.”” Matilda thap giong. “Ba vii gia ctia t6i bao 1a thay bua nhiing tay vao vu giét cha t6i. Nhung t61 khong theé chac chan.” C6 bé nhio nhac licc
quanh phong,

“Céi gi thé?” Billy hoi. “Ban sg gi a?”

“Ngii s& thiy ngay thoi,” co bé dap. “Tdi c6 thé nghe tiéng nhitng budc chan.”

Va Billy ciing nghe thay, mdt phiit sau, mot then cira trén nhiing birc trdng da hoa curong bét dau di chuyén, giong nhur con sau bao trong bin den, mot
lan miy mong xuat hién nhu thé da hoa curong dang boc hoi, va xuyén qua lan miy 14 Edgar dang budc toi.

“Déng ra anh ¢6 thé ding cira,” Matilda trach.

“Ta khong chon thé,” thing anh ctia ¢6 bé quiic lai. “Ngwoi duge doi hoi di an t6i, nhanh.” N6 thay mdt cai nhin khinh miét vao Billy. “Sao ngudi khong
an mic chinh t8?”

Billy bét Iyc nhin Matilda.
“Ngai dy chura c6 thdi gian,” ¢6 bé n6i, nhay xudng girdng. “Ta s8...”

“Dé d6,” Edgar cudp bi. “Ply t6 s& im” Khong thém i ndo nira, Edgar Ié gt 1 va, bang mdt cai viin vai vung vé va mdt ct vung o khéo ciia ban
chan phai, thang nay d€ cho blrc tudng nudt chimg lay than nguoi.

Matilda cudi toét voi Billy. “May qua, Edgar khong quan tam chém chit tai phép cta anh ta. Toi luon nghe thiy tiéng anh ta di t6i. Sy thoat di va sur hién
ra ctia anh ta rat tho thién va lum chum Hay nghe di, ngay ca bay gio ngai cling nghe thay tiéng anh ta.”

Ding vay Billy c6 thé nghe thiy tiéng nhitng budc chén dang rit lui khoi hanh lang,
Matilda bang qua can phong, mo ctra ra va noi to. “Bay gio ngai vao di. T6i s€ gip ngai o tai gian nha an,” ¢d bé bao Billy.

N6 chi vira & lai mdt minh chimg mdt gidly thi mot than hinh kin ché bé dambd vo phong va hing hai coi dd ngii ra cho 1.



“KHONG!” Billy kéu that thanh.

Sinh vat nho d6 ngde Ien nhin 6, kinh hai. Billy khong biét d6 1a phéi nam hay phai nir. Mot cai mil len chim kin mit dAu n6, con than hinh thi chanh banh
va ue ich dén ndi that khé ma biét cai eo nd nim & chd ndo, hoac céi cing né bét dau tir dau.

“Mi c6 thé chds & bén ngoai,” Billy n6i.

Sinh vét d6 ngac nhién vo cting, n6 Kt ra va nhe nhang déng ctra lai.

Billy coi pyjama va thay bo d6 nhung xanh da troi. Tiép dén Ia mang gidy. Céi nay that dang lo. Ching chang vira van gi het va doi mii gy dai phat ra
am thanh bép bép theo mdi budc chan no di. Glong hét nhur né dang mang dép I€. Billy cam thy minh ngd gi dau, nhung néu dé chan dét con ngd ngén
hon nhié, n6 nhén ra vAy. N6 ngac nhién qua ddi, ca 4o hay quan déu khong hé ¢6 ti gi rao troi. N6 khong thé dé Rembrandt lai. Con chudt s& an gi?
“Xin.... xin 161, Billy goi, khong biét phai xung ho voi sinh vt & bén ngoai nhur thé ndo. “Ngai co thé vo day.”

Cai vat &6 mo cira ra mdt tj va hi mét dom vo. D6 it ¢ mau ndu xam ctia vo cdy nhung trong d6 anh 1én vé hién anh.

“Vui long gifip t6i dugc khong?” Billy ndi. “Toi can mot... mdt cai tii, hay mdt cai bao.. hay... hay gi do.”

Sinh vat xoc vo va dimg trude Billy. “Dorgo,” n6 néi bang giong nam. “Dorgo, tén toi t6. Ngai mudn ti m gi d&2”

Dorgo chura nhén ra con chudt dang ngdi i rira ray trén giurong ciia Billy.

“Cho no,” Billy chi Rembrandt.

Dorgo thét Ién mot tiéng dinh tai va 6m chat iy eo Billy. “Cai? Cai? Cai gi?” anh ta hét 6m toi.

“N6 chi la mdt con chudt,” Billy ndi.

“Hén | céi gi d6?” Rembrandt chit Ién, tr mét dom Dorgo dang run ip cép.

“Mot ngudi,” Billy thi thio. N6 nhe nhang g& Dorgo bat via ra, va néi, “N6 khong im anh dau dau, nhung t6i cin dat né vao cai gi do dé i co thé
mang né theo cung.”
Dorgo git dau. Khéng doi mét khoi nén nha, anh ta budc t6i cai ruong gb sdi va mo nép ra. Xong, anh ta nhoai t6i khoéng bén trong ruong nhu mdt con

tho dao hang, hat - vang gidy, quan 4o bay ra tir lung tung. Sau vai gidy, anh ta boi t6i day ruong va cam én mot dai thit heng bang da thude bén trén co
mdt cai tii nho vién vang dinh lién vo. Anh ta trao soi ddy kg cho Billy, miit van dan chat xudng san.

“Tuyét hao. Camon,” Billy néi, deo day nit v eo. N6 tém [y Rembrandt va nhét vo cai i

“Gior la gi?” Rembrandt Ia i 6e.

“Thirc an,” Billy chit lai. “T6 hi vong.”

Dorgo da nhim tit méit lai. Billy cham vai anh ta. “Tdi tin B ngudi & ddy an chudt,” nd bao anh ta. “Cho nén dimg n6i vi ai vé nd nhé.”

“Khong bao gioy, khong bao gioy, khong bao gio,”” Dorgo n6i mdt hoi. Anh ta mé niit, chay bay dén cai rwong, boe db dac thay trd vo va déng nip lai.
“Lam on, theo sau. Chu nhdn &n bay gio,” anh ta n6i theo cai kiéu hay dédo ngugc tir ctia minh.

Puoc goi 1 chii nhan con hon ca mén nguyén nita. Piéu nay khién Billy lap tirc cam thiy minh cao lon hon va tur tin hon. “Dan dudng,” nd ndi, hoi khoa
trrong hon nd dyu dinh.

“Oi troi oil” mdt 16 binh phim nghet ( phét ra tir ci tii miu vang

Dorgo co rim ngudi va chay cudng cudng ra khoi phong, Anh ta dan Billy xubng cu thang d4 hoa cuong, doc theo hanh lang dAu va Iong thi vo mot
can phong déang kinh ngac nhét Billy timg thiy. Mic diin6 duoc goi a can phong nhung xem ra khong chinh xéc. Ma d6 1 mot hi truong rong ménh
mdng lat d4 hoa curong den, v6i mii tran cao hinh vom lap lanh nhitng vi sao. Trén céc birc tuwong treo ddy vii khi va nhitng db vat ' quy: thurong, grom
séng loang, khién duoc trang tri nhitng sinh vét trong thin thoai, da cop, mit na v&, mdt banh xe vang, simg bang nga voi, grong 10ng khung ma vang,
tham théu, bién théu tran chau, kim curong va ngoc luc bao, cling nhimg thir Billy chua timg thiy bao gio nhung n6 chéc chén ching chi duge sir dung
trong chién tranh. N dimg ¢ bén trong khung cira véi cai miéng ha hdc.

B tude Harken dang ngdi ¢ dau dang xa mdt céi ban It kinh, dai it nhat phéi sau thude. “Ngdi xudng, Billy Raven,” y ndi dong dac, giong vang ddi én
tran nha lap lanh, lam tang ddc sang ctia nhiing ngdi sao vang,

Ba Lilith ngdi & dau ban quay hrng ra cira, Edgar va Matikda ngdi d6i dién nhau, ch khodng giita ban. Billy nhe ca ngwoi khi théty mdt céi dia trong duoc
dat bén canh dia ctia Matilda. Khi n6 tién vé phia c6 bé, Dorgo di theo, kéo ghé ctia Billy ra va day ghé vo cho n6 ngdi xuong. Matilda nhoén véi Billy
mdt nu cuoi tran an.



Billy nhan thiy tit cé moi ngoi déu co mdt phién ban Dorgo ding ¢ sau kng, Ngodi ra con c6 nhitng day 6 khéc dimg réi réc ¢ xung quanh phong
Moi day t¢ bung mit cgii klzay mau vang ong, Héu nhur moi thiy (yrtrén ban déu dugc lam bang vang;: gia camnén, dia, 10, tach, dao, va muong, Tat ca
loe 16e, sang choang, dén noi Billy phai thao niit kinh ra va dui mat.

“Mi c6 bao gior an bita tdi xi bua chura, Billy Raven?”” ba tudc gimrén rang tir cudi ban.

Billy Fic dau.

“Thé thi mi sdp an r6i,” ba tude néi. “Mi udc an gi?”

“Em, mi éng, im on,” Billy noi.

“Mi bng,” ba trde n6i véi tén ddy té cao 1on, dn niic oai vé& hon nhitng déy t6 khac.

M6t sur im king roi xudng trong khi anh day t& cao nhin tro tro vo cai dia tréng, ROi anh ta ting hing va ngéng dau lén, hat ngim nga. “Khong biét.”
“Khong biét! Khong biét! Khong biét!” nhimg day t6 kia nhic lai.

Billy ling ting.

“Mon khac,” ba turdce ra [nh.

Billy ¢b nghi tdi c4i g ma tét ca moi ngudi, thude moi thdi dai, phéi an. “Banh mi,”n6 noi.

“Banh mi,” b4 tudc gim vang,

Cai khay ciia anh ddy t6 cao lp tirc dy &p nhing 6 banh mi den. Dorgo tom ly dia ctia Billy, chay nhu bay vé phia ong cam khay banh mi, trit tit ca
Ién dia cua Bily va chay trd lai cho no.

“Nit ba trdc?” Lin ndy giong b tude giing kin hoi trrdng. Can phéi ndi to nhur thé méi vong t6i duoc chd ba vo.

Ba Lilith tudn ra mot danh myc nhimg céi tén la hodic. B tude nhéc i, va khay ctia anh ddy t¢ cao ddy ap nhirmg logi qua trong ky Ia - hay d6 B rau?
Pay t¢ ctia ba Lilith vii di nhan chiing va dem vé cho ba chi.

Edgar chon hat ké, nhong, bap cai va pho mét, trong thdy ghé ghé. Matilda chon stp ca hanh bbe mii thom phirc, con ba tude chon thure don gidng nhu
cua ba vo.

Billy cam thdy ngwong ngap vi dia minh toan banh mi den. N6 khong biét phai an nhur thé nao.
“Bira t6i?” Rembrandt chit dy hi vong,

Trude khi tiéng chit ciia Rembrandt trd nén qua on, Billy chdp Jy mdt 6 banh. Ding tay xé banh ra, n ring xoay x¢ bo vo cai tii trén dii né mot nmiu
vira an.

Khi Remmbrandt chit Ién cam on, Matilda cudi khic khich, Edgar trimg it nhin em gai va néi: “Thang nhoc dem thirc an cho mdt sinh vat. D6 I 16 méng
va phung phi.”

Ba tudc Harken phdy tay thd bao. “Khong van dé, Edgar. N6 1 khach ctia ching ta.”

Edgar cau ¢6 ia mot mudng d an v miéng, Nhung tir dau ban bén kia, nit ba tudc van tiép tuc nhin Billy trimg trimg, tham chi ké ca trong khi ba ta
dang nhai nhitng mon khong thé doc durgc 1a mon gi. Trong ba ta ctr nhur khong ¢d tim, Billy wéc gi minh & cach xa hang ngan dam, trd vé ngdi nha clia
Charlie Bone, cho du ¢ d6 n6 khong duoc chao don.

Moén thir hai kha quan hon m6n thir nhét nhiéu. Matilda khuyén Billy chon 6 u6p rugu. Ching ngon tuyét, dung nhur ¢6 bé hira hen.

Sau bita &n Dorgo dan Billy trd lai phong riéng ciia n6. Anh dy t6 nhd it khéin tréi girong ra, dé lai bo dd ngi, théfp cho Billy mt ngon nén it trong
mot cai dia kim loai d€ trén noc ruvong Billy thay b pyjama cua n6 va lén giwdng. N6 nhin ngon nén chay thap dan, thap dan va tir hoi minh 6 bao gio
ngu duoc hay khong. N6 met thir nhung dau 6c né khong ngimg lang thang t6i nhitng can phong sang lap linh bén du6i. Charlie s€ to1 don minh, n6
nghi, boi vi Charlie ¢6 thé chu du vo tranh.

Bén ngoa, tiéng gi6 rén i bang qua canh dong Va r6i,ét trén tiéng g6, vong dén tiéng nhitg budc chan ning né, kéo 1& dudi nén dit. Kém theo tiéng
chin 14 tiéng lodng xoang ho loan ctia nhitng soi xich sat.

Billy bat day khoi girong va 16 du ra hanh lang. Dorgo dang ngdi ngoai ctra. Dau anh ta d6 vé trude, nhung khong hé ngu.
“Gi thé chi nhén, thura?”” Dorgo hoi.

“T6i nghe thiy gi d6? Nhitng budc chan.”



“Nguoi khong 16 d6, chi nhan, thua.”

“Ngudi khong 162”

“Ho mang 6ng ta vao himngyc. Ong 4y xAu. Phai bi phat.”

“Ong ta da im gi?”

Dorgo tho dai. “Ong ta da gidu mot thing nhoc tir tuong lai, gidng nhur ngai”

Charlie, Billy nghi. T6 tién ctia Charlie 12 mot ngudi khong 16.

“Ngu di, chti nhan.”” Dorgo noi.

Billy budc i trd vo phong va dong cira lai.

Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Vé Cdi Bong Xir Badlock duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chwong 17

Ké gian diép

Séng thir bay. Charlie ng01 trong phong nd, cam thiy nhp nha nhap nhém khong yén. Bau 6c 16 cr lan man vé Tancred. Lam sao ma mdt ngudi tai
phép hing manh nhirong dy lai bi danh bai? Charlie khong thé thuyet phyc ban than tin 1ndi ring minh s& khong bao gio gip lai gwong mit han hoan voi
mai toc vang nhiém dién cua Tancred, ciing khong bao gio con thdy lai tim 4o chiing xanh I4 cay Iong phong boi tim trang hay thay ddi thét thirong gay
ra gi6 va nura cua anh. R6i n6 lai lién mién nght t6i Billy.

Phéi chi ¢6 thé tim thy birc tranh Badlock, Charlie chic chéin con budm triing 6 the gitp n6 v lai thé gi6i tam t0i dc nghiét kia n nita. N6 khong biét
tim Billy nhur theé nao néu né di vo duge xit Badlock. N6 nghi mot khi téi do, r6i n6 s& kham pha ra phai lam gi.

Charlie tur hoi ndi Bone c6 gidu birc tranh trong phong mu hay khong. Khong c6 vé nhur thé, nhung van 6 thé im chir. Néu mu cit & d6 thi chiic chin
mu phai khda ctra phong, Nhung ma...

Khong phiéu hru mao hiém s& khong dat duoc céi gi, Charlie tyr nhi khi né roi phong riéng.

Charlie hau nhu khong thé tin néi van may cta minh. Canh cira phong ba ndi khong khoa. Charlie len vo. Mot can phong bira bai hon don kinh khing, lai
x6ng xoc mii nurée hoa cti. Quan 4o tran ir ra moi ngan kéo tu. Nhirng doi tat den treo thong long trén coc giwong, mot cai mil tp chup Ién goi va do 16t
vuong vai lan trong chan mém Ban trang diém day nhitng lo chai linh kinh va cai gwong day chuoi hat va day chuyen.

Tim ¢ dAu dy? Birc tranh lon thé, khong dé gi gidu duoc. Charlie ng6 xubng gim girong, N6 dém duge mudi doi gidy, nhung khong ¢6 birc tranh. N6
nhin v6 ti dimg : lai thém gidy nita, roi vay ki€u xura, hai chicc 4o khoac 1ong swe nirc miii bang phién, va thém nhicu vy dén noi Charlie khong dém xue.
N6 dinh dong ctra lai thi cai gi d6 dap vo mat nd : cai xac tay ua thich thir hai ctia ndi Bone nam bén trén mdt doi giay ong da Ion.

Charlie 161 c4i xAc ra anh sang. N6 dugc Bm tir da chg’ip don, bén trong nhét day khiin quang ¢, bao tay va khin mii xoa. Ngoai ra con cé mit lo
thuoce, mdt thdi son va mot tam thi€p moi mau trang de ngay thang ndm trude ngay hdm nay o trén dau. In bén dudi 1 nhitng dong chir :

Hop mit nhitng cam tinh vién vi sur nghiép ctia ching ta.

Nha Nguyén Cii, duong Piminy

Thir Bay, 8 gio thi.

T.T

Nhé mang theo thiép moi.

“T.T” Charlic lAm bam. T chéc | Tilpin, va chéing I& khong ai timg c6 in ndi ring tén ctia mu Tilpin | Titania? N6 Bp tirc ghi nhé ndi dung thigp mo,
dat trd lai cho cii va cat cai xac tay trd lai t dimg,

Chay 01 v& phong minh, Charlie viét ra gidy nhitng gi n6 ghi nho, chinh xéic theo thir ty ma n6 dé xem. “Kich ¢ chimg béng tim buu anh” n6 Am bam
“va dugce in kieu nhu mdt to bado”. N6 nhan ra n6 s€ khong bao gid ¢ thé tham du duge cude hop mit d6. N6 can mot dong minh. Mot ngudi Ion.


http://ebookfull.net

khong dira tré nio c6 kha ning di vo cude hop nhur thé.

Charlie biét dich xéc phai nho ciy ai. N6 quyét dinh ches cho t6i khi Benjamin di hoc vé. €6 va chi Brown s& bn im viée cho t6i khi do. Va lain6 con
phai lam thém bai tap v€ nha nita.

Vao lic 4 gio dung, Charlie ng6 qua ctra sd phong nd va thiy Benjamin di thong dong trén dudng vdi cai ba 16 ling ling trén vai. Charlie md tung canh
ctra sO ra va vay lia lia. Benjamin nhin Ién va vay lai. thing ndy chi Charlie roi chi t6i ngdinha s 12. Charlie git d4u va gio mdt ngon céi lén.

Hai phut sau, Charlie buéc xudng lau va miic 4o khodc Iy xudng khoi gia miic 4o trong hanh lang. “Con t6i nha Ben ddy” n6 la 6 omsom
“Khong duge” mdt giong tir nha bép vot ra. Noi Bone thd dau qua khung cira. “May khong duoc di dau dén chimg nio kim xong bai tap vé nha.”
“Chéu lam xong hét rd7” Charlie noi.

N6i Bone ngfiyt né bang doi mit hip rip. “Tao nghil miy gian tra”

“Chau lam sao gian tra dugc? Tat ca toan 1 bai hoc thudce long thoi. Ba co thé kiém tra néu ba mubn”

Mit ba ndi né nhiu lai thanh mdt dudng ké ti xiu. Mbi muy ta chu Ién thanh mdt cai bip nhin nhim. Mu ta khong muén kiém tra Charlie boi vi lic nay
chuong trinh wra thich cta my, Van deé strc khoe, sap phat trén dai phat thanh.

“Vay chau di chir?” Charlie ¢b ndn ra mdt ny clroi.
C4i bip nhim nhd noi miéng ba ni n6 xep di va mu ndi. “Ca hdi cho bita t67”

“Tuyét!” Charlie ra ctra. C4 hoi &t mon n ghét nhét trong thue don va ni Bone biét viy. My mua n6 dung dé dic biét trimg phat Charlie. Nhung
Charlie ¢6 nhitng viéc quan trong hon chuyén d6 dé ma lo lang,

Benjamin v6i Hat Dau chao dén né vo ciing ndng hdu va, may m"m khong kém, ¢6 chi Brown da vé nha sau mdt chuyén tham thinh méin nguyén. Rang
1d v6i thanh cong, ho dang mo mdt bira tiéc tra ¢d sam banh dé an mirng trong nha bép.

Trong khi thinh thoang nhai banh snack khoai khau, Charlie ké cho gia dinh Brown nghe tit tit moi chuyén da xay ra ¢ hoc vién Bloor triroc khi n6 bi
duOL 16 réng giir cho giong n6i diém dam trong khi ho thdt lén choang vang va bude t6i budc lui, boi vino biét ndu ngimg ké thi murdc mit nd & trao ra
mét va trude khi didu d6 xay ra né mudn ké t6i Iy do that sur cho chuyén qua choi ndy ctia minh: bire tranh bién n¥t va budi gip mit tai dirong Piminy.
“Pd sat nhan!” chit Brown hét khi Charlie ké xong cu chuyén bang hoang ciia né. “Ching ta khong thé dé viéc nay trdi tudt di”.

“C6 mudn t6i d6 ngay by gior dé xem 101 bao chira dang ho then ctia ong hiéu trirong” vo chi néi.

Charlie Fic du. “Ho n6i do chi a mt tai nan. Khong ai chimg minh dwoc Tancred bi ¢b y dim chét”.

C6 Brown vd ban tay chong, “Charlie ndi ding. Canh sat khong bao gior tin thing bé Dagbert Endless ¢6...c6 phép dim chét nguoi”

Charlie v6i 16i t& gidy nguéch ngoac ra tir trong tlii 40 va trdi n6 ra ban. “Day 14 thong diép chau tim thiy & trong xic tay ciia ndi Bone. Chau nghi néu
chiing ta bat chude Iam giong that, thi ai d6 cd thé camné dé di hop mat va dé€ xem c6 am nuru gi dang dienra”™.

C6 chi Brown nghién ctru to gidy.
“Cam tinh vién?”” chit Brown lim bam, gii gii méng réu Iom chom chi da dé moc trén cdm cho cong vu diéu tra vira roi. “Cam tinh vién cho cai gi?”
“Syr nghiép” Benjamin n6i. “Ba thdy d6. Tét ca nhitng ké xAu déu s& dén do.”

“A.”"Chii Brown gfii ming réu i hon. “Va chéu nghif chiing ta phai do théim c4i gi d6 vé nhitng k& hoach tuong lai ctia bon ching, phéi khong Charlie?

Ctr dén t6i mdt bude nita di, ding nhur phéi thé.”
“D6 chi A mot phin’” Charlie néi. “Con su that thi, chau nghi ¢ chi ¢ thé timra ho dé bire tranh & dau.”

“A, ding rdi. Chii ¢6 thé mang theo bang ghi &m. LAy chimg ctr vé vu dim chét ngudi. chit c6 mot dung cu ti hon tuyét voi, gin vo gong kinh"

C6 diem g d6 vé thit bi ny khién Charlie lo ing. Nhitng ngudi & duong Piminy ¢6 tai phép theo rat nhiéu kiéu mi n6 tirong tugng cling khong the ra
161 Bict dau trong s6 ho ¢6 nhitng ke tién tri, hodc ai d6 ¢6 nang lyc tham tir siéu nhién. Charlie giai thich diéu nay cho gia dinh Brown, ¢6 chi mién
cudng dong y rang dé thiét bi & nha thi s&€ an tdan hon.

“R6 rang I chi khong thé di dwoc” chi Brown néi. "Chi s& bi nhén ra ngay i ké phi cam tinh."

"Em ciiing khong nghf a anh nén di" vo ctia chii ndi. "Cho di cai trang anh van s& bi nhitng ngudi nhur thé phat hién. Do chiéu cao va céi cach di chuyén
cua anh'.



Saumdt cude ban luan chop nhoang, chi Brown thua, c6 Brown Ién JAu va muoi lim phit sau thi trd xudng, trong khong con chit gi 1 ¢6 Brown nita.
Cao thém mdt tc, khong phai bing gidy cao got ma bing doi gidy don bén trong rét tai tinh. Mai toc vang ciia ¢d dugce nhét kin trong méi toc gia mau
xam xuénh xoang, girong mét phi mot Ip phan hong thét day, khién cho ¢6 mang vé ndng nay va céu kinh. Long may c6 den va day, ngire ¢6 to dénh
dang va moi co ké bat di chi con 1a nhitng duong chi xam xam,

Trong mot luc Charlie dink} ninh d6 1a mdt muy doc ac ndo d6 wvira xong vo nha, khi nhan ra d6 14 ai, né véi Benjamin d@)ng loat vd tay. Su bién dbi dién
mao cuta c6 Brown qua than ky.

"Trish, em vurot qua minh r6i d6" chii Brown chiic mirng c6. "Em thdm chi con kra duoc ca con chd."

Chéng‘lé Hat Pau da xo ra tir trong phong va gio van con dang sta ngiu xi trong hanh lang. N6 phai hit ngri ni vo ban tay ¢ Brown moi chiu bi thuyét
phuc rang céi ngudi la hodc nay khong ai khac hon 1a me ctia Benjamin.

Quyét dinh chung cudc 1 chit Brown va ¢6 Brown (1 chinh ¢6) s& 1i xe di ra mot dai 16 ving vé, khong xa dudng Piminy. Chi Brown s& li xe vong
vong mit lic, sau do s€ trd lai dung dai 16 vang d6 va chd ¢6 Brown roi cude hop.

"Em s& ty trang trén xe'" ¢ Brown néi, trong cd cd bé kich dong "va ching minh s& di xe tré vé dudng Filbert, hét nhu mt cip vo chong vira di xem
phimve."

"C6 I& Ben s& ngi & nha chau" Charlie d& nghi.
"Tuyét" chi Brown noi. "Ching ta s& dé Hat Pau trong nha."
Hat Pau vénh tai Ién, nhung khong ¢6 vé tir chéi.

Chi Brown in ra m)t thm thiép moi dting chinh xac tm thi¢p ma Charlie d& md t4, va vao ltc niim gios rudi, Charlie va Benjamin chiic ¢6 Brown may
mén 101 bude vé nha s6 9.

Vao nhitng ngiy cudi tuén, Charlie thuong dugc giao cho mdt chiéc chia khoa dé c6 thé vo nha mi khong ]émphién ba ndi, ba ngoai nd. Ngoai Maisie
dang 6 mot minh trong bép khi thay hai thiing bé bude vo. Ba vui mirng thay Benjamin va lai cang vui hon khi biét n6 ¢ lai ngt dém.

Noi Bone thi khong vay. Vai phit sau khi hai thing vira v&, mu himg hd di vo va hach hoi tai sao lai c6 mot ti ngd chinh inh giira nha bép, giiing bay té

"Ben s& ngi d&€m ¢ day" Charlie bao mu.
"Ha? N6? Ain6i?" ndi Bone hoi.
"N6 khong giy phién ha gi dau, Grizelda" ngoai Maise noi.

"Ciiing ¢6 thé" ndi Bone d4 cai tiii ngd ctia Benjamin. "Nhung ta mubn dwoc hoi y kién. Piéu ta khong thich 1 loai cha me vo trach nhiém thay con ci tily
tién cho nhiing hang x6m phai chiu dung lau dai."

Benjamin nhin mét va ngoai Maise dap. "Noi that, Grizelda! Ba an banh quy di"
Phét I di, ndi Bone hoi. "Lan nay Iy do bién ho I gi?"

Thue hién mdt nd luc siéu nhan nhim giit binh finh, Charlie n6i "Xin 16i, ba ndi, tai cha me Ben duoc tang vé xem phim rat hay, chi cach day nira gio, va
Ben khong thé di vi d6 1a phim danh cho nguoi trén muroi sau tudi, thanh ra chau nghi nd c6 thé ngi & day toi nay."

Noi Bone hrdm Charlie mét may gidy trude khi phan, "Ca hdi cho ca hai tui may" 16i troi tudt di.

Ngoai Maise kh& khang, "Céc con khong can phai &n ca hdi. Noi Bone khong & ddy. Toi ndy ba ta ra ngoai. Ba s& dem ca cho con méo nha bén."
Charlie va Benjamin vira lén Jau thi chléc xe ctia ba ¢b Bustacia hy coi rit a lao t6i dudng Filbert. Lén dom hi qua bau cira s6, bon con trai thiy ndi
Bone, tim rim tir dau t6i chdn, leo v ngdi trén ghé hanh khach. Bing ghé sau cta xe hinh nhur da dAy ngudi, va khi chiéce xe lao phép, phap khoi 18 va it
10 trén duong lan nita, ching thiy mot gwrong miit nhé téo teo, xanh xao tir cira s sau xe ngd trn trin ra.

"Bao damho s& mang Eric di hop mat" Charlie noi.

"T6i nghiép" Benjamin chép miéng,

Sau bira tdi cure ngon voi trimg bac va déu, thémmot gio coi tivi, méy thing bé trd én phong cta Charlie, ding lic dé quan st ¢6 va chi Brown roi ngdi
nha s6 12. C6 Brown vay tay vui vé v6i chiing khi ¢6 leo Ién xe. Chi Brown turoi cuoi v6i hai thang nho trén khung cira s6 161 lai di, chuyén nghiép hon
ba cd Eustacia nhicu.

"Minh hy vong me s& 6n" Benjamin lo ling



"Di nhién s& 6n ma" Charlie trén an. "Me ctia bd 13 tham tir ti ba nhat nude do".
DPung vay thit.

Chu Brown chon dai 16 Argos, noi nhitng ngbi nha va viron tiroc 4n sau nhitng hang rao thuong xuan cao ngoai duong khong trong thiy duoc. Chi dau
bén canh mot gbe cdy tiu huyén thét to va nhin ra duong bang d6i it tinh trdng ma chi nhimg tham tir o luyén nhéat mGi s hitu duge. Ddng thoi co
Brown gip 10t hoan tit viéc hoa trang, doi toc gia kén r6i thay tAm 4o khoac mia dong hing ngy cta ¢ dé nic vao chlec ao khodc long thii hoi bée
i va bi mdi an. Mot cai tli nhya dyung m1eng gié tam chloroform (mot loai chat gay me) duoc nhét vo i do, thi kia o cat mot cai kéo cue sic va mot
lo mudi ngiri. Loai mudi hoa chét nay nhim gitp ¢6 hdi tinh khoi bat ky ¢t ngit ndo c¢6 thé ché ngw ¢ sau qua nhiéu kich dong

Nt tham tir diing cam dit chén vo doi giy dac biét, hon chong mot cai va nhay ra khoi xe.
Trong em thé no? C6 Brown chu miéng qua kinh chéin g6 n6i v6i chia Brown.

Cht Brown gio ngon cai lén. Tan ng;:ip nhin vo lghuét dan, chn ldi xe rt chimréi dang sau ¢b trong khi c6 di xudi dai 0. Khi c6 di ‘dé'n khtic r&€ vo duong
Pinimy thi mdt toan ba nguoi tir bén I duodng x0 ra, che khuat tam nhin thay chong cta ¢6 Brown. Chii Brown lo ling. Ba ke di dang sau vo cha déu to
nhu hd phap, bude di chéch choac, séi nhitng budc thap budce cao.

Chi Brown dirng xe & dﬂ?u} duong Piminy. Chit khong dam 14i di xa hon nita, vi sg 16i kéo sw chii y va im nay sinh nhimg con to md. "Chiic may méin,
Trish ding cam’' chu thi tham

Nhirng nhom nguoi khéc lic ny ciing bat dau xut hién tir nhitng ngdi nha trén duong Piminy. Ho linh ra tir sau nhitng gbe cay, di 6t qua céng ra khoi
nhiing ctra nha: im lang, nhitng hinh hai nhip nhoang, kin mit trong 4o 16ng thil va mii trum dau, tat ca déu di chuyén vé hudng Nha Nguyén Co.

C6 Brown nhén thirc rd nhitng nguoi la mit dang di cing minh trén dudng Piminy. Mat mdt thoang c6 hdt hoang, nhung rdi lai nghiém khic tw nhi réng,
cho du dién mao thit ctia minh cé bi phat hién ching nita thi cling khong ai ddm lam hai minh, nhwr da lam hai Tancred dang thirong va Billy bé bong.

Moi ngudi bay gio dang di qua cong vom thip dube t mdy ctia nha nguyén. C6 Brown hoa vo dam dong va chia thigp mdi ra. N6 dugc nhin boi mot
nguoi dan 6ng cao to ¢6 hinh nhing con voi in trén 4o khoac. C6 Brown tin chiic minh da trong thiy ngudi dan 6ng nay ¢ dau do 101, ‘nhung 6 chiu,
khong thé xac dinh dugc. Ga héch mit nhin ¢ mdt c4i that quai dan con c6 thile lang di tiép. Lyra mdt chd & mép ngoai hanh lang ghé cubi cing, ¢6 ngdi
xubng, tho phi pha phi pho. Ngdi canh ¢6 1 mdt ba o ¢6 méi téc d6 rii thing xudng va doi mé cao hdp top, boi phan qué 16. Nhin ba 1o nay phai toi
chin muroi tudi ciing nén.

Cam tinh vién i nhitng nguoi kin tiéng khac thudng. Ho ling king vo chd ngdi, khong ho hé mdt 10i, chi chao nhau bang nhitng tiéng 4m i va im bam
khe kh&.

Nha Nguyén Cé khong con dugc sir dung lamnoi tho phung tir liu. N6 dimg u mudi, bi bo hoang cho vo da lau dén ndi c6 Brown khong thé nhé noi.
Nhimg ctra s da bi dong van bit biung va ban thd da bi dor di. Tai noi dat ban th i ndy I nhiing tAm rém nhung méu xanh 14 cdy treo trén mot ciy sao
dai bang dong. Khu vire danh riéng cho dtrc cha hanh & va ca doan gior tré thanh san khau.

Hai hing rao chin bang gd ma c6 thoi ngiin cach ban tho voi chd gido dén ngdi gior van con d6 va hém nay ching duoc danh bong 1on. Day leo mau
xanh 14 d4m xoan xuyt doc theo nhirg thanh rao va tha roi thanh nhitng lon dai chim hai bén cau thang dan Ién sén khau, ri xudng ca nén nha lit da
phién nirt né, cap kénh. O bac thang trén cling, hoi chéch qua bén, dat mdt birc phit diéu bang d4. D6 a mdt vat gém gude voi doi nit 16i phinh ra, doi
tai dai vénh nhon Ién va mdt c4i miéng khong ring. C6 Brown c6 khong nhin v no.

Khi moi chd ngdi da day ca, gi dan dng méic 4o in hinh voi dong cira lai. Mot khoang im king trude nhitng bude chan dugce nghe thiy, loc coc bén hong
sanh duong, Mot phu nir xuat hién & phia trurde. Mu leo nim béc thang Ién san khau va quay mat vé phia khan thinh gia.

C6 Brown nhin nguoi phy nir ma tudi tac chi con mrde doan gia doan non mé thdi. Mu ta c6 thé ¢ Y batki tuéi ndo giita bdn muroi va tim muroi. Nhimng
Jon toc xAm xo x4c thong xudng vai, trén dau my doi mdt vong day leo. C6 nhirng mang thim quang du6i it muy, cai mii tim tai mau hoa ca va gwong
mit hbe hac xam nhur tro. Mu khoéc 4o ching den béng ra ngoai tim vay dai, nhoe sang theo mdi chuyén dong ctia mu.

“Chao mimg!” nguoi phu nit 4o ching den bong cét tiéng, “That hai ong biét nhurdng bao khi thdy ¢6 nhidu nguoi dap lai 1oi kéu goi clia ta thé nay. Pé
ta gi6i thi€u voi nhitng ngurdi chura bict ta, ta 1 Titania Tilpin. Nhur cac nguoi, ta la con chau trye hé ctia Céi Bong xir Badlock, thay bua Harken.”

Mot i rémfmg h lan gon qua khf;lp ctr toa. ¢6 Brown phy hoa “A”

“Nhur cac ngudi biét” Titania tiép tuc. “Céi bong da xoay xd trd lai dugc, trong mdt thoi gian rét ngfin, vao niim ngodi. Ngai dang ra da & lai v6i ching ta
néu khong c6 sur pha binh ctia mot thiing ot con ctmg dAu 1 Charlie Bone. Charlie va o gia 13 6ng cau troi oi ctia nd da kham pha ra mot bia cha n
day t6 tién kinh yéu cta ta trd lai xir Badlock, va bay gio ngai khong thé trd lai thé gidi ctia chiing ta dwoc nita, boi vi tim Guong Thin tro gip sur hién
hitu ctia ngai d4 bi bé, ciing boi cai thing Charlie Bone kia.”

Mt lan song hoang so boc phat trong dai sanh va mdt lan nita, c6 Brown ciing hoa theo bang mot tiéng bat binh “Hir!”. Lan niy ¢6 cam thdy mu gia
bén canh quay sang va nhéiin mit vé phia minh. C6 Brown hy vong minh da khong lam gi qué trén.

“Pung d4nh mat trai tim, cic ban hitu’” Titania véo von. “Ta chi mubn chi cho cac ngudi thdy mot vat”. Mu budc t6i bén hong san khau chd ¢6 mot birc
tranh dung dimg vo turong. Chop !ay burc tranh, Titania 161 n6 ra gitta san khau. Nhitng toa thap den ngdm va nhitng ngon ni tro troi ctia xtr Badlock
nhat loat kéo theo mdt tiéng thd hoc than phuc tir ddm dong. Co Brown van im lang,



Mot 4m thanh quai g0, goi trf t0 md tir bire tranh vong ra. C6 Brown hau nhw khong tin vao tai minh. D6 1 tiéng gio. Nhidu ngudi ngdi hing trude tht
sur gitt chat lay mii khi mot con gié nhe rit qua san khau.

“Hay nhin xir Badlock day!” Titania ki€u hinh néi. “Dich thn cai bong da v& burc tranh ndy, va n6 chira mdt sttc manh vo ngan N6 ¢6 thé hit vo bén
trong nhiing vat thé séng”. Trude khi ai d6 kip th hbc 1én 1an nita, my gio tay n ra hiéu im fng. “Va, cac ngudi phai tin rang, c6 mot thing bé ¢ trong
d6”, my vd v birc tranh, “ngay lic ndy. Mot thing bé mi calbongrmonglu gitm mot s6 ban bé cta ngai. Bé ddi lai, nhing ngudi ban do dongyglup
ta thuc hién sir ménh ctia minh, st ménh cua ching ta,” my khoat tay khap hrot ctr toa, “a stra chita Guong Than Anoret, dé cai bong ¢6 thé tr6 lai dan
dudng chi 16i va bao vé chiing ta, dé tong khir ké thii ctia chiing ta va dé thdng tri manh dat niy ding nhur cai cach nd can phai dugc thong tri.”

Mot trang phéo tay bung nd. Vai giong coc can choi lén “Hiéu, hiéu!”. C6 Brown liéc nhin ling giéng ngdi canh minh va vd tay mot cach lich su. Mu gia
toc d6 xemra khong dé y dén c6. Mu ta dang nhin hau hdu Ién sén khAu, noi Titania Tilpin d& c6 mdt phu nit cao, toc den, mic a0 khoac do rimg ruc
1én dimg bén. Cai ba nay dit trén tay mot thing bé téo teo, trong véu vao miit 4o jacket xanh da trdi. C6 Brown nhin ran gay lp tirc d6 13 ba ¢6 ciia
Charlie, ba Venetia Shellhorn.

Bi ¢6 Venetia phét biéu trude khan gia ring my dén ddy nhan danh dong ho Bloor, nhing nguoi da dong y 1o tro Titania thyc hién st mang dua cai
bong tr6 lai. “Va by gio ta mu6n gioi thidu bau vt nho nho ciia ta”, my vira ndi vira ddy Eric ra trudc san khau. “Pay 1 Eric, con trai chong cia ta. N6
¢6 tai phép doc nhat vo nhi. Tai phép ciia nd da dugc dua vao sir dung nho ong Melnett, thy khéc d4, nguoi ma cha cua 6ng da bi hity diét boi tay luat
su Bittermouse™. Mu dung loi trong khi mot tiéng gAm gir & hang nhit day Ién thanh trang chii ria dién cudng. “Tén Bittermouse dé bj trimg phat thich
dang va dén noi dén chén r01, phai khong?” My mim cudi véi dam nguoi gam gir va tiép, “Néu cac ngudi ¢ day co mdi thi gia dinh cn béo, hoic ¢6
mbi 4n oan chura giai quyét xong, Eric va 6n Melnett s& hop thanh mt doi hoan hao, va ho s& san long gitp dd cac nguoi. Bu lai ching t6i s& chao don
sur hd trg stra chira Guong Than clia cac ngudi. Ta biét trong sb cac ngudi ¢ ddy c6 du cac thay phép” d6i nit den ctia nuy rai déu khidp dam dong
trurde mit “ nhing phil thity, nhitng ngudi phao tin don, nhiing nguoi chude doc, nhiing ké bién hinh va nhig ké chin dimg tim.”

Mot vai thanh vién trong s6 khan gia (chéc 14 vira dwoc nhéc t6i) nhic nhich trong ghé cta ho, bét ho hozc khit mii.

“Co I tai phép cua cac nguoi da ngl yén qua lau” ba co Venetia khudy dong, “C6 1§ céc ngudi sg st dung nd trong thoi dai ngay nay. Nhung hily xem
Eric co thé lam gi cho cac nguor”. My tom lay thang bé va giat nguoc nd tr lai ding triede méit muy. “Eric...tugng d4”

Tét ca moi con méit d6 don vé sinh vt d4 di hom dung & ding trrde san khiu. Eric ngo bure trong. Guong nyit chot ciia n6 nhiin nhim lai va mot tiéng

hyr khan duc vudt ra khoi 16ng ngue nd. Birc tuong tyr dong nhic nhing céi cing gly bing da én, nga ngén bude xudng nhitng bac thang va dimg lai &
bac cudi cling,

Lan ndy tiéng v tay hinh nhur hoi bi kim nén lai. Khong bao gio nén 4n vo dau thing bé vé tai phép duroc tung hd qua mitrc 4n tugng clia no.

Ba ¢ Venetia mim cudi diy lwong thir. “Ta chdc chén nhidu ngudi trong cac ngudi cd tai phép ghe gdm khong kém Nhung néu cac nguoi can Eric, cac
ngudi c6 thé lién hé véi ta tai s6 13, Ngach ToL Gid...” mu ndi 101 cudi ciing voi mot tiéng thé dai ngdp tran cam xtic. “Titania s& di cac ngudi mot didu
dac biét hon.”

Ba c6 Venetia va Eric du‘ng dat qua mdt bén dé cho Titania Tilpin trdi ra giita san khiu. C6 thé xét theo vé kich dong lp lanh trong nit my ma noi thi,
my da danh mn trinh dién dic biét nay cho phit chét. Muy thét dai khan gia mjt ny cudi rong ngodc, budn thay pho ra vai cai ring khuyét. Tlep dén, tir
nhing nép gip trong 40 ching ctia minh, my 16i ra mdt chiéc guong, Vung vay chiéc grong véi diéu bd gay chi y, muy thét vang. “Guong Than Amoret”

Do 1a mit mon tao tac dep dén hép hon. Céi khung kham chéu bau 16a Ién hang ngin séc iy, va tAm kinh dii b niit, toa ra thir anh sang choi l6a siéu
pham. Camcan guong bang tay phai, Titania kh& dit tim gwong vo Iong ban tay tréi va soi dam damvo trong d6. “Ching ta khong thé co ba tude ¢ bén
chiing ta”, my n6i bang giong ding duc, “nhung ma hdi ban hitu” my nhin ra khan gia, “ta c6 thé tiép can ngai.”

Mot sy im king séu thim du xudng khan thinh gia.

Anh mit Titania tr6 lai chiéc guong, “Hai ba tude Harken” mu goi vi giong bong bénh, “thén van xin ngi...hiy dé it toi ke hau sinh khiém nhuong cia

ngai.
Nhu moi nguoi, ¢o Brown trén mit nhin vo chiéc gwong, Nhiing gi ¢6 thayodo lam c6 chéi vmdentanxuongtuy Mot min xuwong mau xanh 14 cay va
ra tir chiéc gwong, Khi phut én cao nd phinh ra thanh mt dam may day, bde mii quy 4m Titania vung vay chiéc guong vai lan cho t6i khi dam méy tach
hén ra. Mu mim cudi voi cai man grong rdi quay miit né ra cho khan thinh gia thiy. dau va hai vai ctia mdt nguoi dan ong bét du hinh thanh trong guong
— hén ta méc 40 khodc miu xanh 14 cdy va mdi toc méu ndu xam tiép xiic mGhungguongbangvang Mathanpho bay vé kiu cang va tan bao dén
mirc ¢6 Brown khong thé kim nén dugc mot tiéng kéu nho. Céi bong duong nhur dang nhin thing vao ¢, va c6 chiic chiin o c6 thé nhin thiy co.

C6 Brown bdng cam thiy muon xiu. C6 dit tay vO tli 4o v riit ra goi chloroform. Suyt nita ty gy mé minh, ¢6 thinh finh nhn ra sai im chét ngwoi do,
voi day goi chloroform vo va gidt lo mudi ngiri ra dé dudi mii. Mu gia bén canh bat chot chdp Iy canh tay c6 Brown va lo muoi ngiri roi xudng nén nha.

“GIAN DIEP!” Con mu toc do la bai bai. “LUA PAO! THICH KHACH! KE THU!”
C6 Brown bat dumg Ién khoi ghé, lao ra cira. Vai than hinh e ludng dimg lén.
“Chiin n6” Titania thét.

Ga dan 6ng 40 in voi tim Ay canh tay co Brown, ngay lic ¢6 gia ra dinh tém tay nim ctra. C6 bén choc céi kéo vo diii gi bang mot tay va up



chloroform v miéng gi bang tay kia. G hd phap loang choang 1 & va c6 Brown lién mo tung canh cira.

Pén It ny, thém nhidu khan thinh gia nita dudi theo ¢ sat got. C Brown phong ra khoi nha nguyén va chay nhur bay trén duong, du di doi tng don
cao nhung c6 van chay nhanh nhu tho. Ban chan bay ctia ¢6 da ctru ¢d biét bao nhiéu lan khéi nhirng tinh hudng bi bach nhur thé nay, nhung qué tré rdi,
¢6 nhin ra minh da chay xa khoi dai 1o Argos chir khong phai chay vé huéng do. Mét phwong hudng, nhung vi duong Piminy queo cua dot ngdt &
khoang giita va c6 Brown nhén thy ring néu dén téi truée mot cach mau e, ¢6 c6 thé 18 vo khiic quanh do trure khi bon ngudi truy dubi kip thiy co
nip sau mdt birc trong hay mdt hang rao.

Nhung, 6i trdi dét, im gi ¢6 twong hay hang rdo. Ngoai vai méi hién hep xiu, hiu hét cira nha déu md thang ra via hé. C6 Brown ¢6 thé nghe 1S mon
mot tiéng la hét dang sau. Tieng la cang 4c liét hon. Nhitng tieng la thét cuong nd, khat mau va chii nhan ctia nhitng tiéng la d6 sap tom dugce co.

Bit thinh finh, trudc khi du thoi gian dé thd mot hoi, ¢6 Brown bi tom chit ngang eo va b 16i tudt vo mdt ngdi nha toi. C6 thét kinh hoang
Canh cira dong sam lai va mot giong phu nit kh& bao, “Le én cung. Ta ciru ¢d, chir khong giét ¢6.”
Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Va Cdi Bong Xur Badlock dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 18

Chu du cing véi con tran

Benjamin tinh ddy qua som. N6 c6 thé nghe thiy tiéng Hat Dau stia om. C6 g d6 tryc triic roi. Troi vin con t6i mil va Charlie dang ngii say. Benjamin
moO mam quan 4o va mic vo thit le. N6 wira dinh md ctra thi Charlie thire giac.

"Ben, bd d6 ha?" Charlie ngai ngi.
"Minh vé nh day," Benjamin thi thim. "Hat Pau dang stia. Minh mubn xem coi me minh ¢6 6n khong"
Bdng nhién tinh nhu sao, Charlie nhay tot khoi girong va bat dén lén. "Bimg di mé khong c6 minh, Ben. Minh muén biét chuyén gi da xay ra."

Khi Charlie miic d6 xong xudi, hai thiing bé rén rén xudng lau, roi khoi nha. Puong Filbert ving tanh va king ngiit. Hat Pau da ngimg stia, nhung c6 mot
ngon dén sang trong hanh lang nha so 12.

Gitra liic qua tt bt va hoi hop vao budi ti hom trrée nén Benjamin da quén mang theo chia khéa cira nha. N6 nhin chudng va Hat PAu lai stia nhéing
Ién. Thoang sau, chii Brown md ctra ra nhurng van con dé€ sg ddy xich giang ngang, Chi nhin qua khe hé chirng murdi xang-ti-mét va hoi "Ai d6?" bang
giong ddng dac, thach thurc.

"Tui con day, ba." Benjamin ghé sat mgt vo khe hd "Cho tui con vo, di."

"Tui con Ia ai?" Ba nd hoi.

"Charlie v& con. Tuicj con muén biét coi me ¢6 on khong."

"La chau ddy chi Brown." Charlie kiéng chan 1én va nhin qua dau Benjamin.

A. Thiy rdi." Chi Brown théo soi ddy xich ra vé mod ctra. "Nhanh Ién. V6 di. Coi chimg ching theo dai ba me d6."

"Ai 22" Charlie hoi, khi n6 theo Benjamin va chii Brown vo nha bép.

"Bon chiing," chti Brown dép. "Chii chéng thé n6i thém gi hon thé."

C6 Brown dang ngdi bén ban an. C6 da méc vay thudng nhét va 4o lanh ciia minh nhung chua tiy trang k§ m. Trén c6 van con nhimg duong ké mau
xam gia lam nép nhén, véi mdt bén ma hong va mt bén ma trang. "Moi cd 5 gio' ma," ¢d vira noi vira ngap. "Céc con lam gi ¢ day?"

"Hat D4u danh thirc con ddy," Benjamin néi. "' Vi lai tui con mudn biét ¢6 chuyén gi xay ra véi me."

Ammnude sbi va chit Brown rét ra binh tra, chii néi, "D6 B mot cau chuyén dai Fim, cac con. Me con da bi ruot dudi ngoai duong, Ben 4. Me phai & gin
hét nira dém tai nha mdt ba tho rén tén 1a ba Kettle."

"Ba Kettle?" Charlie kéu lén. "Ba 4y Ia ban d6 a."

"Ping thé, Charlie," c6 Brown noi. "Chac chan c6 da khong thé con ¢ day néu khong cd ba ay."
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Chi Brown trao cho tht ca mdi ngudi mot tach tra va trong khi nhdp tra co Brown bt dau ké vé cude phi€u lru dyng téc gy cua minh. Rét cude
C}]ar]ie da biéthfrc‘tranh & dau, va nhu the nao; trong bo do bao hd va chice il vai ctia ba Kettle, cudi ctiing cd Brown mai thoat khoi I nguroi doc ac
dé téi duoce cho chong minh - chit dang doi cho ¢6 trd lai véi vé dau don va lo lang tot cing,

"Me khong biét bon ngudido 1 ai," c6 Brown noi, ubng ndt tach tra cta minh, "nhung me chiic chéin bon ching 1 d4m nguoi cue ky ac doc va hing
manh. Ba Kettle tin rang bon ching da ém lyc lugng ¢ dudng Pimny nhi€u nim roi. Pang chd thoi co, chd ai d6 nhu mu Tilpin dén xui giue bon ching
hanh dong.

"Chéc chin bay gio bon ho bi xti giuc rdi," chi Brown néi.

"Vay 14 birc tranh & trong Nha Nguyén C9," Charlie tur k.

"Charlie, chau khong thé t6i d6 dau ddy," c6 Brown tuyén bd, "né khong an toan dau."

"Nhung chau phai t¢i d6," Charlie tranh ludn. "Chau phai ctru Billy khoi buc tranh."”

C6 Brown gio tay lén va nhin chdng,

"Chiing ta s& nghi mdt cach khéc, Charlie," chii Brown n6i. "Chiing ta s& ban that k¥ dé tim ra mot giai phép cho chau. Ching ta ludn luén timra giai
phap néu ching ta chu tam vao vi€e gi d6, phai khong Trish?"

"Di nhién r6i." C6 Brown cuoi véi Charlie. "Diéu tt nhat chau am bay gio, i trdy vé nha va ngh thém di. Roi sau d6 chau sang day ciing dugc, khi ¢o
chii da c6 thoi gian suy nghi k¥ hon." C6 nham mat lai va ngap mdt cai that dai.

Charlie hiéu  ¢6. "Da." N6 dimg 1én va Benjamin tién nd ra cira trudc.

"Pimg lam gi i khong c6 minh ddy nhé, Charlie?" Benjamin néi ni.

"U, néu minh c6 thé dugc," Charlie noi.

Nha s6 9 van t6i om Charlie linh v va nhon chén lén phong no. N6 néim xudng giurong, vén con mic do, biét ring cho t6i dém hom sau minh ciing s&
khong tai no ngi lai dwgc. N6 da quyét dinh: Phai di vo birc tranh trude khi bic tranh lai bi doi chd fan nita. Nhung im sao n6 di t6i duong Piminy ma
tranh duoc nhitng cam tinh vién hung héin dang rinh n6? Va d6 chi la van dé nho nhét trong nhitng van d¢ ma rat c6 thé né s& gap phai. Nha Nguyén Co
s€ bi khoa, bao dam I the, thdm chi Charlie c6 xoay x& di vo dugc dang cira so, thi chic gino s¢€ lai di vd duge bure tranh.

"Nhung t6 biét & ¢6 thé," Charliee thi thio vo bong t6i, "b6i vi bd s& gitip 16, Claerwen 4."

M6t dém sang diu 6t trén khong phia trén ddu Charlie va dap xubng canh tay né. Claerwen chi don thuin dap 101 goi tén c6 ning, hay ¥ ¢6 nang béo
voi Charlie 1 ¢6 nang s€ giip duoc?

"Té ¢6 mot y ndy," Charlie noi vdi con budm tréng, N6 tudt khoi gurong, bat den lén va viét mdt bl thu nhén cho ngoai Maisie. MAu thu ghi:

Con va Benjamin ti ti€ém sach

Tam biét, ngoai Maisie

Thurong yéu ngoai,

Charlie.

Charlie khong thich n6i dbi ngoai Maisie, nhung ba s& lo Fing néu ba nghi né di mdt minh. N6 chi hy vong Benjamin s& khong téi timné sau bita sang.
Charlie & méu thu nhén trén ban bép, noi ngoai Maisie chéic chéin s& nhin thiy. Ba ludn ddy trude ndi Bone.

Binh minh lir kr hién ra. MOt tia sdng mong manh trén duong chén troi nhung dudng pho van t01, khong khi lanh cam cim. Charlie bt dAu chay. Trudc
khi t6i tiém sach n6 phai di qua mi cudi cta duong Piminy va n6 6n doan do lim Di gin téi chd queo v ngd Nha Thés Lén bong nhién nd cd cam giac
nhur ai d6 dang di theo minh. N6 dung chan va quay lai, rat chim Thi ra: Duong Cuu, Su Tir va Nhan Ma, nhitng cai chan chiic mip ctia ching ndy trén
s0i, dau chiing ngang cao va dudi dung dimg, Iong ruc 1d ndi bat trong anh troi to mo sang,

"O chao, nhitng con meo lira!" Charlie kh& goi. "Cam on vi h tong minh nhé." N6 duong hoang di qua khiic cua dwong Pimimy va dn budc t6i tiém
sach.

Chudng nha tho g5 bay tiéng ding lic Charlie tip vO quang truong. Pén 9 g0 ¢6 Ingledew moi m6 tiém Charlie tir dung thdy minh ngé ngan. Nhung khi
ng6 vo tiém sach toi mi mi, n6 chiic chén nghe thiy 6 tiéng ngudi. N6 nhdn chudng.

Nhlmg con meo lira bude nhe ténh qua quang trurdng va ngodi nhin lai Charlie tir xa. C6 Ingledew miic 40 ngi mau do tir nha trong dira tiém va dimg
sau quay. C6 ngd lom lom Charlie qua ctra s6, khong nhén ra n6.



"La con day, Charlie," n6 goi.
C6 Ingledew xoet ra cira c4i va md khoa. "Con lim ci quai quy gi & ddy vao gid ndy thé ha?" ¢o hoi, khong tir t& cho m
Nhitng con meo lira, hai Iong ring Charlie da an toan, nén di lo cong viéc ctia ching,

.....

"Con nén vo an sang mot chitt di da." C6 Ingledew dan no di qua phong khach va v6 nha bép nhod ¢ nha sau. Charlie ngac nhién thiy Olivia vi Emma
dang an tring ludc. Hay diing hon, Olivia dang &n. Emma chua hé dung vo phan trirg ctia nd.

"Chao! Méy bd dang an sang cho mdt ngy thir Bay nha," Charlie nhan xét.
"Con ding dy thi cubc bd cho mot ngy thir Bay," Olivia d4p lai.

Emma ngéng gurong it budn so 1én ndi, "Minh khong thé ngi duge, va didu do khién cho moi nguoi ciing khong ngi duoc luén. B an trimg nhe,
Charlie?"

Charlie dong 1ong vi vé niit sau bi ctia Emma dén ndi no khong biét ndi gi. "Khéng... &, ¢o... i, chi banh mi nudng," né lam nham

"Pimg choang thé Charlie," Olivia tru tréo. "Dang Ay s& cam thiy nhur thé nao néu nguoi ma dang dy thit sur quan tim... irm ring dang dy khong bao gio
gap lai nguoi d6 nira?"

"Té s& budn khing khiép," n6 noi, kéo ghé ngdi gitta bon con gai. "Budn khimg khiép," né thém. "Chinh vi vy ma minh & day."

"V Billy phéi khong?" Emma tui sim tham trong long nhung con bé van nhin ra nhitng bt hanh ctia ngudi khac.

"Ping ra 13," Charlie hra 10i, " Billy vin c6 mdt co hoi."

"Nhung Tancred thi khong," Emma réu ri

"Minh khong c6 ¥ d6." Charlie chom ngudi né qua bén khi ¢d Ingledew dt mt gid banh mi nuéng lén ban. N6 bét chot nhéin ra minh khong thé ké vé
cude hop ctia nhirng cam tinh vién. Néu ¢6 Ingledew ma nghe vé cude dao thoat trong duong to k& toc ctia ¢6 Brown khoi duong Piminy thi chéc chén
¢0 s& ngan Charlie khdi co gang d6t nhap Nha Nguyén CO.

"Chir dng Ay ¢6 y gi?" Olivia hoi, quéc miit v6i Charlie.

"Bimg nhin t6 nhur thé," Charlie than van. "Chidc chéin mily bo nghi tht ca do i tai minh ma Tancred... chét dubi. Nhung t6 da khong biét anh dy s& di
gap Darbert trong phong Diéu khac. Té bi nhot. Té khong thé lam gi duge cho chuyén d6."

"Tui ny khong d6 16i cho bd, Charlie," Emma nho nhe. "BO dinh ctru Billy mot lan nita phai khong?"
Charlie ngin ngir. N6 khong thé nhic t6i Nha Nguyén C6 khi ¢ Ingledew ctr lwon Iy ding sau. "Khong phai vi minh da tim thiy Claerwen," n6 noi.
"Tim thdy ¢6 nang rdi 42 Sao ding Ay khong noi?" Olivia nat nd.

"Minh quén." Charlie thoc tay v6 tiii va cam thdy nhitng ci chin mong ménh ctia con buém trang cham vo dau ngon tay minh. "Pay nay." N6 16i c6 ning
ra va dat Ién hii mirt cam, & d6 doi canh bac ctia ¢6 nang bat anh dén trén tran nha.

Cuoi cuing ca hai dira con gai ciling toét miéng cuoi. "Haaa!" ching tho ra.

"N6 dep qua," ¢b Ingledew n6i, ngdi xubng dbi dién Charlie. C6 vudt méi toc dai mau hat dé ciia minh ra sau va hoi "Ong cdu ciia con da vé chua,
Charlie?"

"Chura. Nha con khong biét ong dang ¢ dau." Charlie nhin vai. "Ngoai Maisie ¢6 goi di ddng cho ong, nhung khong bao gity c6 hdi dép. Bon con nghi
ong & cach day hang tram dam, & d6 khdng c6 song That su, con ude gi ong cau ve."

"C6 ciing mong vay." C6 Ingledew nhin sitng con budm tring nhu mé di mét mot phit, va r6i ¢d dimg 1én va do mit ndi. "Co phai thay d6 day. C6 con
phéi lam viéc nita."

Negay khi di n6 10i khoi phong, Emma thi thao. "Té nghii di nhé ong cu ctia bd hon 1 t6 twong."
"Chinh x4c," Olivia ddng tinh. "Tai sao ho khong Iy nhau di?"
Charlie khong biét tra 11 vu nay thé ndo. "Minh nghi minh di ddy," n6 n6i. "Minh di ding ctra sau dugc chir."

"Sao bd mudn di 161 d6?" Emma hoi.



"Tai sao dang Ay t6i day som thé nay? Dé lam gi?" Olivia ndi. "Chi dé khoe tui néy con budm thdi sao?"

"Minh di t6i Nha Nguyén C6 & dwong Piminy," Charlie ha thép giong. "Minh mudn di cira sau dé khong ai trong thiy minh. Birc tranh & do."
Olivia nhirdng cap miét én. "Pay ciing nghil viée do phai im bay gios 1 ding."

Hai dtra con gai di theo 16 ra ctra sau & cudi nha bép.

"B ¢6 thé khoa cira lai sau khi t& di qua,” Charlie ndi, budc ra cai san nho ¢ nha sau ciia ti¢m sach.

"B s& khong trdr lai bang dudng ndy 4?" Emma hoi.

"Um Khong biét. Minh s& g6 ctra néu minh v&." Charlie len 16i di qua nhitng thiing rdng ding dé dung sach t6i canh cong an vo tudng, Canh cong gi sét
do it st dung rit Ién am 1 khi Charle mé ra va dong lai.

Gid n6 da lot vo con hem hep chay gilta sén sau ctia dudng Piminy va ngd Nha Tho Lon. Bon con gai nghe thiy tiéng n di trén 16i s6i nhip nho mot hoi
lau sau khi budi sang toi troi nuot ching 1y no.

Emma thim thi. "Minh khong thich thé nay ti nao, Liv. Troi chua sang ni miy nguoi sdng & dudng Piminy thi.."
"Nguy hiém" Olivia ni 1. "Minh nghi tyi minh phéi lién lac v6i nhitng ngudi khéc."

"Ai? Fidelio thi di biéu dién ¢ d4u d6. Gabriel dang chay khip thanh phd dé thu thip don kién nghi. Con Tancred..." Emma thor dai. .. khong thé, va
Lysander... A, Lysander!"

"Chinh x4c," Olivia tan thanh.
"Bing, di nhién, Lysander." Emma theo Olivia tr& lai nha bép, cam thiy b6t lo phin nao.

Charlie dang béing qua minh san gach déing sau Tiém Am thi ¢6 4nh lira xanh thinh inh nhéing lén théip sang cira s 1o rén. Ba Kettle rd rang da bét diu
lam viéc sdm. That yén long khi biet ba & gan bén. Charlie ty hoi tai sao né khong nghi toi ba Kettle tir trude. N6 di tdi ctra s0 10 rén va ngd vo.

Ba tho rén, trong bd dd bao ho va deo kinh bao vé mit, hinh nhu dang rén mot cai quai 4m lon. Khi thdy Charlie ba stng sdt, ién dat que han xubng va
dira ctra sau.

"Cung lam cai tro chét tiét gl 0 day, Charlie Bone?" ba hdi, thio kinh bao ho ra.
Charlie len Ién nhin ra sau vai va thi tho. "Chéu dang trén duong téi Nha Nguyén C6."
"Ta ¢6 thé doan duoc Iy do," ba Kettle noi. "C6 Brown da ké hét cho ta nghe roi. V6 day mot phit d&, Charlie."

Charlie budc vo 10 rén 4m ap. Chinh tai noi ndy ba Kettle d rén thanh gurom bat khé chién bai s hién nay Hiép siDo deo bén minh. C6 nhimng thanh
euomkhac treo trén cac bire trong, Charlie nhin chiing voi vé hé ha - nhitng dung cu 16n d6, khong nghi ngo gi, ¢ thé giy ra nhiing sy ton that dang ké.

Ba Kettle gom méy mon db kit viit ciia minh lai va cat tat ca vo céi tti dung do nghé bang vai bat. "Liic ndy cung da nghil dén cach thirc di vo nha nguyén
d6 nhur thé nao chura, Charlie?"

"Chau ¢6 nghi, nhung khong c6 dugc két luan 16 rang," Charlie thi nhéan.

"Oi khong. Bo cung dinh s& doi cho dén lic t6i d6 dé rdi bi bét, bao dam L trong khi cung dang dimg suy nghiia. O 0, cung can cai ndy ngay tir ic ban

dAu." Ba gio ra mdt c4i kim trong to phat 6n.

Charlie 4n turgng qua chimg. Ba Kettle khong nhimg khong c6 ging khuyén can n6 dimg vo nhi nguyén ma ba con gitip nd nita. N6 khong thé khong
toét ra cuol

"Pay | mot viée nghiém trong, Charlie," Ba Kettle canh bao nd. "Chiing ta phai rét, rt cin than."
"Da thura ba Kettle."

n

"Con nita. Ctr chd ddy." Ba di qua canh cira ning né vo tiém va mdt nhoang sau thi trd lai, mang theo mdt cai gio co day ndp. "Solomon. Cung s& can

nd," ba noi.
"Con tran?" Charlie tii lai mdt bude. "Sao vay a?"
"Chtr cung nghi tai sao nao? V6 hinh s€ 1a mdt thudn loi v6 cung Ion lao & mot noi nhur xtr Badlock, ¢6 ding khong?"

"Di nhién," Charlie dng y. "Biing a. Nhung chau khong thé n6i chuyén véi Solomon. Chi ¢6 Billy moi néi duoc."



"Hay sir dung con buém ctia cung, Chiing hiéu nhau ma. Ca hai déu c6 xra, ca hai déu biét Vua Do."

Ba Kettle t0 13 sur can dam va cuong quyét, Charlie thiy minh dén nhn c4i gi6 ma khong n6i mt 1 nio nira. Ho 161 noi an toan cta 1o rén va than
trong di qua con hém. Nhiing ngdi nha hai bén in bong lén bau troi lic nay da sang hon. Mau xam xam doi xubng con hém rai soi ra t6i tan ¢t den don
c6i ding kia. D6 day mot khoang sang dugc trong thiy trong mt 6 cira sd - cur dén ctia ngd Nha Tho Lon dang thire giéc, nhung néu dan ching ciia
duong Piminy c6 tinh day thi ho ciing khong t6 ra mdt diu hiéu gi.

"Ti 101, cung’ Ba kettle thi thim.

Hai ngudi t6i mot buee turong day leo ching chit, noi ¢6 canh cira gd md mdt nira ra con hém

"Oi may phudc - ching tham chi khong budn déng ctra lai," ba tho rén nhin xét bang giong that thip. "Ta khong can phai ding ci kim nay nita. Vo di,
Charlie."

Ho VQ nha va di chung vai nEt thi bi mt birc tuwong chan 16ivo khoang sau nha nguyén Charlie khong thé théy canh ctra nao. Cao phia trén nd, mot
ctra sO hinh vom bi dong bit bang nhiing tam van day. N6 tu hdi lam sao ma di tiep duge."

"Pi vong bén hong," ba Kettle giat dng tay 4o Charlie va n di théo ba quanh ra bén hong mdt toan nha.
Bude khé trén 161 di rai soi, ho t6i md canh ctra son mau xanh |4 cay tuoi roi. Mot b khoa to su treo bén dudi tay ndm cira.

"Céi nay dé hon ta tudng," ba Kettle noi. Quy xudng bén canh cai cira, ba Iy tir trong tti dd nghé ra mdt vong kim loai ¢ may cai ngim sit mong, Tra
mot ngam sat vo O khda, ba van nd mit Ian, hai lan, ba lan. Mot man bui xanh da troi phun tée ra, mdt tiéng tach nho va 6 khéa bung mo.

"Gio dén cai tiép theo." Ba Kettle vo cai 10 khda bén canh tay ndm ctra. Cai ndy doi hoi phai ding cdingamhoi to hon. Ba tho rén xoay n6 hai ]z‘”\n’trong
10 khéa. Lan nay bui bay ra ¢6 mau hong va tieng cach mo rén to hon. Ba Kettle dimg 1én va xoay nam dam. Canh ctra mo vo trong va Charlie thay
minh dang dirng trén 161 v mdt san khau phu chi chit day leo.

"P6!" ba Kettle chi mot tim bat 1on dyra vo bire trdng & goc xa clia sin khiu.

Charlie thdy minh khong sao nhiic nhich durgc.

"Pi di, Charlie," ba giuc. "Cung khong c6 nhidu thoi gian dau. Troi sip sang roi."

"Chéu khong thé," né ip bap khan dic. "Cé gi & trong d6. C6 gi d6 chin chéu lai."

"K& 4c do," ba Kettle noi diém nhién. "Nhitng ké 4c doc nhur thé thudng c6 khuynh huréng tung y nghii ctia ching di khéip noi, dé nhing ngudi nhur ching
ta khong thé thd duoc khdng khi ma ching ta da hit thd roi. Nhung cung cé thé lam duge Charlie. Cung c6 diia phép ctia ngai Mathonwy. N6 s€ dua
cung vuot qua.”

Con buém da bay ra khoi tii 40 Charlie va dang bay xa quin trén dau né, nhur thé 6 nang biét ring da dén lic can dén sy tro gilip ctia c6 nang,

Charlie budc cham ri qua san khdu. N6 dit ci gio xudng va quay buee tranh lai cho d6i mit v6i minh. Mot 1in nira nd cam thiy con chéng mit vi nhin
vo mot the gioi kinh khiing vay.

"Con tréin, Charlie!" ba Kettle kh& nhic. Thén hinh to 16n gin choan hét canh cira ciia ba khién Charlie lip tirc can dam déng trao va nd mo cai gid. Con
tran xanh da troi trrdn ra va ngic ngoac cai dau cé 1ong chim trén khong.

"Claerwen, ndi con tran t& mudn vo hinh," Charlie bao. "Anweledig," n6 thém, nh ra i nén ding tiéng xir Wales. "Va t6t hon bd hdy bao chinh n6 ciing
v0 hinh luén. Con tran anweledig."

Con buém déu Ién tim 1ong cta con tran. Mot canh twong ky khoi. Co nang dang noi véi anh chang bang ngbn ngit phép thudt ctia minh chéng? Xemra
16 ¢6 tac dung, boi vi con tran nhin Charlie ra chiéu do hoi roi chii dau xuong va bat dau cudn quanh ban chan Charlie. Tir tir, ban chin Charlie, trong
doi giay thé thao mau xam, bat dau bién mat.

"Tambiét, ba Ketlle!" Charlie goi.

"Chiic may mén, Charlie," ba dép, bing giong n6i duong nhur da troi xa.

Mot cam gidc quéi dj, nhin thiy chinh minh bién mét, nhung khong phai B khong d& chiu. Cit quan ctia con tréin mit mit v chédc, va Charlie nghi vé n
giong nhur mdt vong 6m than tinh. Khi cam thay minh da hoan toan bién mit, n6 nhin trirng trirng vo biic tranh, chd cho gié rén ra nhur lan trudc.

Khong 6 gi xdy ra. Khong mbt tiéng thi thao. Khong mot hoi thd. Charlie khong diroc mudn & xir Badlock. Liéu cai bong c6 nhn ra n, Charlie, dang
ding map mé ngay mi thoi dai cua han?

"Claerwen, dua tui minh vo," Charlie thi thAm. Rdi lai dung tiéng xtr Wales. "Dwi isie mynd mewn."



Con buomtrang bay xet ngang qua birc tranh. C6 nang bay qua nhiing toa thip va nhitng ngon nfi, qua nhitng tang d4 va nhing bui rdm, qua nhimg
dong bang s0i da. C6 nang bay qua bau troi thip t& va doi canh quat nhanh dén ndi Charlie khong con nhin thiy hinh hai ctia ¢6 nang niva - tit ca nhitng
gin6 thiy chi l mdt quang sang bac, va n6 phai dui nit trude anh sang ruc chéi do. N6 ¢ thé cam thiy con trin, néng ning trén vai, va c6 gi do truon
trirot bén dudi ban chin.

Khi m6 méit ra n6 dang chu du vim vut qua mdt khu rimg cdy cdi trui Iti, nhitng canh cay phi day tuyét dong cimg, Va rdi, gié chudng ndi lén.
Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Vi Cdi Bong Xir Badlock duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 19

Con cop khong c6 tim

Mai dén dém Billy m6i nghe thély tiéng ngwoi khong 10. N6 da héi Dorgo nhung anh ddy t¢ chi e dau, n6i vé hdi tiée, "Nguoi khong 16 bi giam rat lau.
Ong ta ¢ ddy bi phat. Nhung 6ng dy khong lam 6n." Neuoi dan ong nho thé dat hai ban tay kn cai mil len, noi Billy doan la cho hai cai tai ctia anh va
thém, '"T61 khong nghe thay."

Billy hoi Matilda vé ngudi klléng 16. €6 bé ¢6 vé ling ting, "Ta c6 nghe noi dén nguoi khong 16, nhung 6ng 4y song trong mot tda thap trén ddng bang,
Ong ay khong phai 1a nguoi khong 16 that sy, chi la mdt ngudi rat cao 16n."

"Dorgo biét ring ong Ay d4 bi mang t6i cung dién nay," Billy n6i. "Ban khong thé nghe thiy tiéng ng Ay &, Matilda? Giong 6ng dy rét yéu va budn phién."

"Khong." Matilda nhin tran trédn Billy mdt hoi. "Co 18 ngai ¢6 thé nghe thay tiéng ong ta la vi ong ta tir thé gioi clia ngai, hay c6 I8..." c6 bé nhiu may suy
nghi, "c6 I8 d6 1a nho tai phép cuia ngai, Billy. Néu ngai ¢6 thé nghe thiy tiéng 6ng Ay va hiéu dugc giong nbi ctia nhitng sinh vat nhé xiu thi ngai ciing nghe
duoc nhimg 16i khong thé dén dwoc voi nhimg ngudi nhur ta."

"Ban nghi thiy buia c6 nghe dugc 6ng dy khong?" Billy hoi.
"Khdng nghi ngo gi," ¢d bé ndi.

Ching dang ¢ trong phong cua Billy, choi v6i nhimg mén dd choi ma thiy biia da thiét ké riéng cho ching; nhing hiép si thu nh6 v6i nhirg con ngira thu
nho biét di chuyen khi nhén nit, dat trong mdt c4i hop gd nho. Lii ngwa mang dd bit méng nho ti bing bac gin vo bd gude miu nga voi, va tiéng vo ngura
loc coc trén san go luon luén khién Matilda cudi i pha En.

Hai dira tré bay gio di ddu cling c6 nhau. Billy chura bao gi¢ thich ai nhur thich Matilda, c6 I8, ngoai Charlie. Nhung Charlie van chua dén ctru no.
Matilda wira hién wira tot bung, Khi c6 bé lang nghe nhitng cau chuyén ctia Billy vé hoc vién Bloor ¢6 bé uon nhiu may lo au, va cudi cau chuyén thi uén
bao, "Ngai khéng c6 nha trong tirong lai Billy. Bay gio noi ddy ludn luon Ia nha ctia ngai."

Va chic han Billy s& dong y y nhu vay. Chi dén khi nghe thiy giong noi trambong cta nguoi khong 16 vang di khép toa nha t5i tam thi Billy moi thoang
nghi ngd. N6 khong thude vé noi ndy, trong cung dién lac thdi nay, véi nhitg do choi bi yém bia va do an phi phép ciia thay bua ndy.

Pén dém thir tur, giong clia nguro khong 16 khén thiét dén do Billy bat ra khoi girong va king chan dira ctra. N6 nhin ra hanh lang. Dorgo hinh nhur da
ngu gat. Anh ta ngdy 4mi Pé ctra mo hé, Billy linh di ngang qua than hinh lin chun va chay ra cau thang Khong c6 gi khiy dong - tleng ctia nguoi khong
16 13 4m thanh duy nhét. Billy nhén budc xubng cau thang Khi téi chin cau thang né rang chi tim Fing nghe, c6 doan xem c4i tiéng 4y vong ra tir dau.
Va gid, timg 11 ctia nguroi khong 16 vang dén tai n6 1o mdn mot. "Amoret! Amoret!" Ngii dang goi tén vo clia ngii.

Co gido khién Billy quay phat lai. Pudc da tit trong hanh  lang rai Iong thi. Nhung trong anh sang lanh 1o cua nhing vi sao gid, quay tit trén tran nha, n6
¢6 thé nhan ra nhing c4i dau gdm ghiéc véi nhitng con it sang quéc. Mot anh chop bt than nhang lén, Billy giat minh khiép via.

Thy bia dimg ¢ cudi hanh lang déng kia. Hin &n ban diém dtia va choi 161 dén ndi mit Billy gin nhur khong chiu nbi khi nhin t6i. Han mic 40 ching théu
bac, thém chiéc 4o thung xanh 14 cdy dai, két kim cuong. Lai thém mdt cai mii re rd ngu trén mai dau toc vang kim, va trén dau cay diia phép bang nga
voi ctia han I3 mdt ngdi sao thiy tinh chiu loa loa.

Billy c6 ngodnh it khoi hinh nhan chda 1da d6, nhung n6 khong thé trénh dugc dnh nhin cia doi mit xanh 1 cdy dam y. Ching bude Billy phéi buce
t6i trude, di trén tham Iong th, tién gan hon, gan hon dén chd 1o thay bua.

Khong mpt 14, o thay bua dot nhién r& v6 mdt khung cira mo rong, Billy di theo, nhung than hinh chéi 161 d6 da bién mt, va Billy thiy minh dtmg cho
vo trong mot khu rimg, 'O trong cung dién u?" Billy tir hoi. "Mt khu rimg ¢ trong cung dién?" N6 theo mot 161 mdn len 101 qua nhimg hang cay voi
nhitng loai canh 14 khéc thuong, nay ban bat nhur cao su, sau dé nd & trong mjt khoang trong ngap anh tring, Néu mit tring dang toa xudng chiéu sang
16 13 gia thi mat tréing d6 duoc lam gia cye ky nghé thudt, boi vi Billy co thé thiy nhimg thung ling va khe nii hét nhur & trén mit triing ma no thy tir
nhitng cira s6 trong thé gi6i thirc.
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Mot con gau budc vo khoanh trong' mot con gau den, di trén bén chan. "Mt con giu u?" Billy 1am thAm. "Nhung x(r Badlock khong 6 thii vét kia n."
Va i suot qua ngudino, gAn dén ndin6 cam thiy hoi thd néng hdi ctia con vét. Trang trong dot ngdt tran ngap 4m thanh, va ngure nhin én vom cdy,
Billy théy khi chuyén canh, chim choc sic s& bay qua k& 1 va mdt con réin p lanh cudn tron quanh céc than cdy.

Mot dan nai dung dinh di vO trang trbng, Ching bt dau gimco sat ngay chd con giu dang ngdi 14 loi iém chan tay. Con cop ng01 chdm chdm ngay bén

canh Billy. R4t chdm rdi n6 chia tay ra cham vo c4i dau van soc. Con cop bét du rén rir rir. D6 1 mot am thanh 4m long, goi nhic Billy dénba con mo
lira. N6 16i chuyén véi con cop, ding ngdn ngit ma n6 hy vong 1 con vat s& hiéu. Con cop khong dép lai. Ma tiép tuc rir rir, nhung tiéng rir ciia nd

khongmangynghlglhet

Billy 6 n6i chuyén véi con gau, nhung con vat ny cting khong dap lai. N6 n6i chuyén voi bay khi, v6i dan nai, v6i con ran, tham chi véi ca chim choc.
Nhung bon ching khong hiéu n6. N6 da mit tai phép rdi ching? Lo thy biia da tude mét phép ciia nd?

"Ching khong c6 tim dau," mdt giong néi. "Ching khdng bao gio' ndi chuyén voi cau dau." Rembrandt 16 ra khoi tii 4o Billy. ""T6 thira nhan 1a do da lam
mot viée khoi ché," con chudt ndi, "nhung 15 rang chung chi 1 nhiing thir do bua chi tao ra."

"That khong?" Billy thic méc liéu o thiy bua c6 trong thiy né hay khong. "Nhung ngudi ching rat 4m va con cop con rir rir nita ma, ¢6 ki chim thi dep
hét ¥ luon."

"Pmg thit vong," Rembrandt noi. "ft ra 1 ching khong an thit c4u."

Billy di sau vo trang trong, Mot con duoi woi kic 1 buon ra khéi bui ram, gii 1ot st rdi lai ryc rich i trd vo bui. Billy nhin theo n va trong thdy mdt con
voi dang di qua nhitng hang cdy dang xa.

"Té ludn mong thay mdt con voi," Billy nin thé.

"N6 khong phai that dau. Tui minh di ngti di," Rembrandt béo.

Billy ngép. N6 cam thiy mét ré roi. Nhung khi quay dau dé roi khoi khu rim, n6 khong thé tim thiy 10i mon da din n6 vo tréng trong bi ém bia iy &
dau. Khin6 ngo tro tro vo bui rim, mit mang cay bui bét dau lay dong nhur thé mdt con gi to 1on dang di xuyén qua noi do. Bat thinh linh, c4i dau cva
Dorgo tho ra giira bién 14.

"Bj lac chi1 nhan," anh ddy t6 nho bé néi. "Giurong 16i nay."

Phéng bay vé phia Dorgo, Billy thiy con dudng vin con & d6, dudi nhing bui cily 14 rim rap dan hoi. Gio né mét dén do tit ca nhing gi no nghi t6i chi
1a chi€c girong ém éi va amap cta nd.

Khiho leo lén cau thang da hoa cuong, giong noi ctia ngurdi khdng 16 bi hoa 1an vao trong tiéng budc chan 1op cop ctia ching, va dén khi Billy kin ra ngg,
n6 da quén tit tan tit vé giong noi dy.

Sang hém sau Billy ching con nghi dugc vé cai gl ngoai khu rimg day bon thit bi yém biia. N6 mudn Matilda di xem ching, va hy vong dimg c6 mdt buia
chii nao khac khién cho ching bién mat. N6 khong can phai lo ling the.

Matilda thich thil mé mén. C6 bé nhay mia giita d4m th, vubt nhitng céi dau ching va ing nghe chiing iép chiép, lfu riu va rir rir. "Ngai 4y tinh thong
bict chirng ndo," ¢6 bé hét vang troi "O, Billy, thay bua chura bao gio [im cindy cho ta, hay cho Edgar c4. Anh ctia ta s& ghen ti v&i ngai cho ma xem.
Hay cho dén lic anh ay trong thay khu rirmg nay."

"C6 I8 n6 khong c6 y danh riéng cho t6i dau. C6 1& n6 1a danh cho tat ca ching ta."

"Khong. Khong. Thiy bia mudn diic biét am vui ong ngai. Ngai 4y mudn giir ngai & lai day."

Cach ddy hai ngdy thi diéu ndy hin |z s& lam Billy o Fing. Nhung bay gior diéu 6 lai khién n6 vui. Miic duné wde gi ba Lilith va Edgar dimg nhin n6 hin
hoc nhur thé. "Tai sao anh ctia ban lai ghen ti v&i t6i?"

Matilda d6 bimg mit lén. "C6 ln ta noi réing ta thich mai t6c tréing va doi méit mau tréi ddu ctia ngai, v thiy b khen k ta c6 gu tuyét voi. Edgar nghe
vay thi lién cau kinh bo di."

Lai thém mot diéu khién Billy simg sbt nita - diroc than phyc vi mau miit bach tang ctia n6. N6 cudi toe toét sung suéng,

Edgar khude tir khong t6i khoanh rimg bi ém bua. Trong bita t6i thing nay kéu ca 1 tha vat rét "ban thiu va nguy hiém".

"Lii thit nay khong nhu vy, Edgar a," o thy buia n6i. "Ching rét diic biét. Cu thich ching nhur thé nio, Billy?"

Billy tra 11 1 n6 rat, rat thich. Ba Lilith quéing cho né mdt cai nhin thuong hai con Edgar thi nhén mt.

Matilda d méch nuéc cho Billy nén an loai thirc &n ndo, cho nén by gitr no rat hay hio hirc mong doi dén gio@n. Vao lic cudi ctia mdt bita an no, Billy
phat hién mdt viéc khién no r6i tri. Nén d€ trén ban dang chay thap dan, va khi tat ca moi ngudi ding 1én 161 phong, thi nhitng cai bong dai ctia ho do én

tuong. Lao thdy biia dang nira tay trong cai chdu do mot anh day t¢ bung. Cai bong nght nguong clia anh day t& duoc nhin thiy 13 rang trén birc hoanh
phi dng sau 1o thay buia, nhung chd déng ra 14 ci bong ctia o thay buia thi lai khong c6 gi hét. Khong c6 cai bong ndo dong day nhirng ngén tay va



lau tay, trong khi bong ctia cai thau murde, tham chi béng ctia nhitng giot nrde déu cé thé dugce nhin thiy trén Iop mau sic 1ong Ry ctia birc hoanh phi.
D6 ciing la mbt phin buia phép cta o, Billy tir néi v6i minh.

Hang ngay Billy va Matilda choi trong khu rirmg d6 va Billy lang nghe tiéng hét gia ctia nhitng con chim séic s3, né thich tha wubt ve con cop biét rir rir
nhung khong c6 tim, va n6 xem I khi du trén cay khong tén. Pén démn6 ngn ngon lanh va khong bao gio nghe thiy tiéng ciia ngudi khong 16. Nhung
Rembrandt, hay ngdi canh gidc & chin giwong Billy, van nghe thiy tiéng ngudi khong 16 goi, "Amoret! Amoret!"

Rembrandt biét Billy bj tring mot logi bia mé thude 1i: mdt loai bia manh va duge yém tinh vi. N6 ¢6 nhéic nhé Billy vé mdt thé gioi khéc, noi ching
thude ve. Nhung Billy khong nghe. "Bay gio day 1a nha cta chiing ta," n6 noi voi con chudt.

Mot ngay no Matilda dan Billy di tham hiérp Trong khi moi ngudi twognr ching dang choi ¢ bén I thy, ¢6 bé dan n6 di qua mot hanh lang la, xubng mot
day cau thang va di v6 nhiing can phong day ap cac loai nhac cu, nhiing trang phuc 1ong 1Ay, va nhitng do dac xa hoa cta phwong Dong. Thinh thoang,
Matilda nhin vo n}lfrng birc twong, nhin Ién tran nha va thi thao: "Ta da timg nghi rang thy biia c6 the thiy tat ca moi viéc, nhung c6 nhirng ngay ngai bi
ma thudt xAm chiém nén khong khat khe. Hom nay la mdt trong nhitng ngay d6."

Cudi cling ching di toi mot can phong day tranh. Cé nhitng cudn vai ndm & mot dau chiéc ban dai; dz‘i’u kia xép nhing cai hop dung bot mau. Co ve di
moi kich ¢& An hinh d4ng ndm rai rac theo tirng bé dudi san, nhitng biic tranh dyng v0 tuong. Hau hét la tranh phong canh hoéic nhitng thanh pho hoanh
trang voi nhitng mai vom dat vang va nhiing toa thap nhon, sau d6 Billy thay mdt thanh phd ma nd nhan ra, khién trai tim nd that lai mot nhip.

"P6 [ noi ma tir d6 t6i dén ddy," n6 noi.

Matilda chp hai ban tay lai voi nhau. "Ta cling da nghi nhur vay." C6 bé nhin quanh phong va ha thép giong. "Cuky ctia ta hay n6 vé né lim Mot ngiy
no ta dén day va nghe thiy nhing tiéng nguoi. Thay bua dang dimg sat vao birc tranh d6 va ling nghe. C6 mot giong nit trong phong, nhung ta khong

thiy ai ca, vi vay ta nghil giong cua ba ta chéc chéin phai dén tir thanh phd ctia ngai. Ta tin ba ta i con chéu ciia thiy bua." Matilda cudi toét. "Ba 4y ciing
14 con chdu ctia ta. Néu khong ciia ta thi ciing ctia Edgar."

Billy khong thiy viéce nay ¢6 gi tirc cudi. "Tén my ta 1 Tilpin, my B mdt phi thity," n6 n6i.

"Ofl" ny cudi cua Matilda vyt tht. Co bé ngdi xubng mot bang ghé va kéo Billy ngdi xudng canh minh. "D ta ni cho ngainghe vé thiy bia. Ngai ay
dang c6 tim cach dé di dén thanh phd ctia ngai - ngai 4y khong giir bi miat vé viée do. C6 mot thm guong ma ngai 4y c6 thé ciing chu du. Ngai y gidu nd
& dudi long dét trong 1au dai ciia Vua DO va by gid ngudi phu nit d6 da tim duoc nd, nhung n6 bi bé va ba ta khong thé giip ngai dy hanh trinh vao
tuong lai."

"Ong ta da di duoc nira dudng t6i d6 roi. Ong ta B mot céi bong trong birc chan dung Vua Do va ban ctia t0i, Charlie, n6i rang I trude ong ta da di vo
thé gidi ctia chung t61 thdng qua chinh cai béng ctia ong ta."

"A, c4i bong!" Matilda ha thip giong dén khi chi con I tiéng lo thao. "Ngaia 4y thong thai dén khon cling, cuky cta ta i Ngaia 4y da tu cat khoi cai bong
ctia minh va biy gid cai bong c6 thé ty chu du trong khi ngai y & ngd, gia di. C4i bong ciia ngai Ay s& sdng i méi, ngdi Ay n6i nhur vay."

Billy trd miéit nhin ¢6 bé. "Thay biia khong ¢ bong, Ping rdi, t6i da dé y diéu do. Toi twong d6 1 mdt phan bua phép ctia ong ta."
"Ping vay," Matilda cong nhan.

Chiing roi khoi can phong tranh va bt dau mo mam tr6 lai sanh an. Khi ching di qua cau thang da hoa curong, Billy dung lai va ngrée nhin kén. N6 ¢6
thé nghe thay tiéng budc chan dang di xudng cau thang. Nhung khong c6 ai & d6. Nhiing tiéng budc chan gin hon.

"Ci gi 467" Matilda hoi
"Toi khong.."

Trude khi Billy kip néi hét cau thi mdt cai dAu rin c6 tim bng chim xanh da troi hién ra gitta khong trung, N6 ngiic ngodc vé phia Billy, 16i tAm than dai,
co vay theo sau.

Matilda thét 16n va nhdy dat ra.
"Xin 16i," mdt giong noi.
"Charlie?" Billy strng sdt trdc con trin, dang nim nhé 1én khoi cau thang vai tic.

"Biing, anh day," Charlie n6i. "Anh nh& Solomon lam cho anh v6 hinh. N6 cling v6 hinh u6n, nhung anh nghi né da qua mimg & khi trong thdy emnén
quén phéng di mat. B¢ anh dan n6 lai."

Con tran du dua nheé nhe dudi san nha noi nd cudn minh lai thanh mot déng gon gh&. "Chao Billy," n6 rit ri.

"Chao," Billy d4p lai bang giong bbi ri. "Ré} vui mimg gip ong, Solomon." N6 ¢b tap trung ngd vd khoang khong phia trén con trin, noi n6 tudng trong
1a gwong mat ctia Charlie. "Em turong anh dén sém hon chir. Cai gi giit anh lau vay, Charlie?"



"Em ché biét gi hét," Charlie tho' dai. "Anh da ¢6, ¢d, ¢6 hoai. Sau d6 ho mang bic tranh di. Mot cau chuyén dai im, nhung gio anh ¢ ddy roi, em san
sang chua?"

Billy nhin trao trao vo khoang khong, "Em..."

Rembrandt thd dau ra khoi cai tii vang ciia Billy va nhd nhéin hoi thim sirc khoe ctia con trin.

"T6i van manh giéi," con trin rit d4p lai. "Con ban?"

"T61 dang ra kha hon," con chudt chit.

Billy ap hai tay Ién bit tai. "Tiéng lit rit on a0 nhirc dau qua, t6i khong thé suy nghi gi durgc."

"Billy s& khong tré lai v6i cac ngai dau," Matilda Ién tiéng, dén dimg bén Billy.

"N vé& duge chix," Charlie n6i, hoi sting so trude su xut hién ctia mdt cd bé xinh dep trong trang phuc vang ruc 15. "Ma, ban la ai vay?"

"Co 4y Ia ban clia em, Charlie, ¢6 4y noi dting d6. Em xin 163, nhung em s& & lai ddy." Billy bit dau budc xudi hanh lang trung du va 1ong thé, voi
Matilda di dang sau vai budc.

"Em phai di," Charlie goi.
Mathilda ngoai nhin qua vai. "Suyt!" ¢6 bé dat mot ngon tay én miéng, "i vi ching t6i. O day khong an toan."

Charlie chot nhan ra nhitng cai dau thi treo trong hanh lang. N6 chin chir rdi bude theo bon kia nhung cam thay minh ¢ rét it Ira chon. Nhic con trin
lén vai, n6 di theo hai dang hinh dang rit lui. N6 duodi kip chiing trong vai gidy, t6i mdt khu rirng day nhitng loai cay la ky.

"Tyi minh dang & d4u?" Charlie thi thio.

"Chiing ta dang & trong mot khu rimg & trong cung dién cta thy bua," Billy bao n6. "Lio da tao ra cdy cbi va mudng thu dé danh riéng cho em d6."
"Em hén qua ta." Charlie dit con tréin xudng dudi chin né. "Qudi la, khi An trude t6i ddy anh dén & bén ngoai toa thép ctia mdt nguwdi khong 16."

"C6 18 ngaii tr dong bi hit vé phia t tién ciia ngai," Matilda néi voi giong nghiém trang,

"Cai g?" bt thinh finh Charlie nhan ra c¢6 bé nay tinh khon cuc ky. N6 quay qua Billy. "Em khong thé ¢ ddy dugc, Billy. Em khong thudc vé noi nay."

"Em khong thudc vé thanh phd ctia anh," Billy néi. "Em khong c6 nha & do. O day rat tt. PO an ngon va moi thir déu dep va," nd nhin Matilda, "em c6
mot ngudi ban."

"Nhung anh Ein 161 méi m6i dén dwoc déy," Charlie néi, choang vang vi nhing 11 ctia Billy. "Em thira biét em c6 thé ¢ nha anh bt ky lic ndo em mubn

ma.

Matilda cam Iy tay Billy. "T6t nhét ngai vé nha di, Charlie Bone, va dem theo con rén clia ngai nita, boi vi..." ¢6 bé nhin én cdy. "Oi trdi! Anh ta dang
dén"

Thoéng sau, Edgar budc ra khoi rimg cdy. "Ta nghe ¢6 tiéng thét," théing d6 noi.

Matilda budng tay Billy ra va chi vd con trin xanh da troi, "Thay biia da im mdt con rin tuyét voi, bon ta tuong n6 1 that."
Con trin ngoa ngudy cai du va rit Ién.

Edgar budc i lai. "Con ngu!" né rit giong. "Rén khong c6 1ong. May lai tré bira t6i nita rdi. i ngay."

Charlie nhin theo ca dam bon ching di. Ching thdm chi con khong quay vé huéng 6. Con tran khong c6 dong thdi ndo cb ging di theo Billy. Hinh nhur
nd bict cho cia nd 1a ¢ lai véi Charlie. Hay 1a do nd bi anh hirdng cha Claerwen? Con ran to da ty cuon minh lai thanh mot cudn vo hinh.

Claerwen da ra khoi tii 4o ctia Charlie va gt dang bay giita nhig canh cdy cao, nhur thé diéu nghién khu rimg gié nity. Charlie ngdi phét xudng dét, dau
gue vo long ban tay. N6 hoan toan khong duoc chuén bi cho tinh huong Billy tir choi. Nhung Billy da bi bo bua, n6 két udn la vay. Nhung lim sao co
thé pha bo buia Ay, Charlie khong biét.

"Gitp t6, Claerwen," Charlie n6i. "Helpu fi."

Cb nang t6i dau Ién canh tay n6, niic du viée do c6 tac dung trdn an nd nhung ¢6 nang khong dira ra ciu tra 101 ndo.

0 déng xa, Charlie ¢ thé thiy nhitng con thii di loanh quanh rimg cdy. "Chiing khong phai 1 that thi phai?" n6 am bam vé6i Claerwen. Khong con thi
nao dén gan no.



Minh s& cho cho t6i khi bon ho di ng, Charlie thAm nghil. Minh s& tim téi noi Billy ngi1 va, ¢6 18, néu né ngii mt minh, minh s& bat n6 di theo minh.

Mot mit tréng gia bt dau toa sang khu g Qharlie tu‘h(’)i 16 ¢6 thé biét khi ndo 1 dém xubng trong cung dién anh sang gia nay khong, Minh khong
muon song & day, no nghi khi nam dai xudng dat. Tua dau vo vong quan tron lang ctia con trdn va trurde khi kip hay bict, no da Iin ra ngi.

Charlie giat minh tinh ddy. Mot bé gai méc vay xde dai miu tring dang dimg trong rimg cdy. C6 bé cAm mdt ngon nén cim trong mot cai dia kim loai.
"Ngii van con & d6 khong, Charlie Bone?" bé gai thi thio hoi.

Charlie ngbi ddy. "To6i & déy. Billy dau?"

"Ngai &y khong mubn roi khoi phong ciia ngai dy. Toi dén day mang theo thong diép." Matilda dénh bao lai gin Charlie. "Billy s& khong trd lai véi ngai
dau, Charlie. Toi xin I0i I ngai da di duong xa t61 ddy, qua bao nhiu ndm, va khong quan ngai nguy hiém, t6i chéc chén thé. Nhung ngai nén gap mot
nguoi trude khi ngai quay ve."

Charlie dui mét va dimg Ién. "Y ban n]}lén n6i dén t6 tién ctia t6i, nguoi khong 6. C6 18 ban nén cho t6i biét im sao t6i c6 thé tdi dugc toa thap ctia ngai
ay, boi vi toi biet nd ¢ xa day hang nhiéu dam"

"Khong phai nhiéu dim dau, Charlie. Ngai iy dang & ngay tai day."

"0 day?" Charlie nhé lai 16i ctia Matilda. "C6 phéi y ban 1a t6i bi hit vé phia t5 tién minh?"
"Di nhién." C6 bé nhoén vdi nd mdt ny cuoi tinh thong.

"Ngai dy ¢ dau?"

"Trong hdm ngyc. T6i s& chi cho ngai 16i vao, nhung t6i khong dam di voi ngai." C6 bé nhin ngon nén. "Téi ¢6 thé dira cho ngii mdt ngon nén, nhung nd
s& bi nhin thiy mét."

"T6i khong can anh sang "
"Thé thi di véi toL."

Charlie theo ngon nenhmglmhcm Matilda di qua hanh ]anganglang Chic hanbay gidr da khuya Fic khuya o rdi, n6 nghi, béi vi nhitng ngon dén bc da
tit va nhitng vi sao gia ciing mit do sang. N6 nghii ngay ca lo thiy bua ciing can ngi.

Nhirng hanh lang tro nén t0i hon. Nhitng birc trong by gitr toan dé tang va d phién, mat dat rai da cudi. Mot giong ndi réo rat vang doi nhing hanh
lang va khi ching rdo budc nhanh hon, Charlie ¢6 theé nhan ra tir "Amoret!"

"T6 tién ctia ti," Charlie thi tham

"Gior t6i ¢6 thé nghe thiy tiéng ctia ngurdi khong 16 roi. Méi dau chi c6 Billy moi nghe thiy tiéng ctia ngai dy thoéi. Chiing ta dang t6i gan hon d6."
Ching di t6i mdt rao chin gi sét hinh ban nguyét va gio ngon nén 1én, Matilda n6i, "O duéi do!"

Charlie thay mdt cau thang Iom chom, xody trén b¢ dan di xudng mén den.

"T6i chiic ngdi manh gioi, Charlie Bone," Matilda noi thim.

"Cam on." Charlie hy vong ching s& gap lai nhau. C6 bé la mt bé gai xinh dep nhat né timg thiy. C6 bé d6 1a ai? C6 bé co mdt vi tri ndo trong gia pha
roi ram nhitng hau du¢ ctia Vua Do khong?

"Gép gép Ién!" Matilda nhin trdn nha noi mdt vi sao bt dau nhdp nhanh séng Ién. "Thy bia dang thirc gidc."
"Tam biét, Matilda!" Charlie cham tay c6 bé va Matilda nhin vao chd tay Charlie cham v6 nhu nhin mot ky quan.
"Tam biét, Charlie Bone!"

Charlie thé m)t chén xudng bic thang dAu tién va bét du di xudng. D6 1 cau thang doc nhét, den tbi nhét ma nd timg di va nd mimg k ¢6 4nh sing clia
Claerwen. N0 lo Iing tiéng chan thich thich ctia n6 s&€ danh thirc bon linh ma chic chian dang canh chirng nguc ctia ngudi khong 16.

O déy cau thang mot khic cua git day Charlie vo mit khong gian hep, noi c6 mot dang nguoi dang ngdi gue bén mdt chiéc ban. Mot ddng nén dé trén
ban trong khi mbt ngon nén chay trong céi gia cdmnén bang dong Nhung chinh nho 4nh sang cta Claerwen moi chi cho Charlie xa lim ¢6 thanh chin
ning né bén kia tén linh canh va gwong it hoc hac ctia ngudi khong 16 dang tir d6 nhin ra.

"Ai d6?" ngai Otus hoi khe.

Charlie nhin cai thén hinh dang ngi. Mot chim chia khéa dat trén di hén. Cai ndo dé mo xa im? Charlie can phai chon that nhanh. N6 kiéng chén lai gin



tén linh dang ngi khéo. Va rdi né trong thiy ngén céi to xu, quai di. Gidt chim chia khoa, Charlie ¢6 tra chiéc dau tién vo 6 khoa cira xa lim. Cai nay
khong vira.

Ngudi khong 16 nhin chim chia khéa boi boi trong khong khi ma kinh ngac. "Ai d6?" ngai hoi lai.
"L con, Charlie, hu dué ctia ngii," Charlie thi thim. "Con t6i dé dua ngai di tim vo ciia ngai."
"Amoret?" ngudi khong 16 ic dau. "Min6i doi. Ba Ay chét roi."

Tiéng lch céch trén 6 khéa sat chédc han da danh thir tén quy Kin, boi vi, bat giéc, han mo mit ra va ngd trén trdi chim chia khéa trén khong, X0 t6i,
hén thét. "Gi thé, ngudi khong 162 Ngwoi dinh ding phép thuat ha?"

Nguoi khong 16 1t xa ra, vin Ec dau, va Ngon Céi Dj gidng iy chim chia khoa. Han nhin ching mot céch nghi ngo. Charlie néim chit Ry ching, nhung
Ngbn Cai Di gio nam dam by xu 1én va thui vo bung Charlie. Charlie khyy xudng voi mit tieng huy.

"Bing i may," quy kin néi. "Dd vo lai. May s& khong thing ndi Negon Cai Di bang su vo hinh dau, tao ndi cho ma biét."

Cai gi xui khién con trdn ra tay hinh dong vao lic d6, Charlie khong bao gids biét. C6 1& Claerwen d c6 10i vo tai nd, cho nén bat ngo con trén khong 16
hién hinh. Tir trén vai Charlie, n6 quang than t¢i Ngén Cai D, ran rat nhu ammrde s6i kéu. Tén quy i, tron mat nuon 16i ra khoi daw, gio hai tay lén va
chim chia khda bay 1én khong,

Mot 4m thanh ghé hdn vot ra tir Ngon Céi Dj va han chay Ién cau thang, loang chang, rén ri khiép via.

Charlie e lang chup Ky chim chia khoa. Chiée thir hai tra vira 6 khoa va cira xa limmo ra, kéu ken két.

"Ching ta phai nhanh Ién," Charlie bao nguoi khong 16. "Khéng thi Negon Cai Di dem quén tiép vién tro lai."

"La con, Charlie Bone," ngurdi khdng 16 néi. "Ta biét giong ctia con. Nhung ching ta s& lim gi? Lam sao ta thoét khoi noi nay?"

"Trude hét, con trin s& im cho ngdi vo hinh. Sau d6... sau d6 ching ta s& di tim vo ctia ngai trurde khi ba chét va ngai s& & bén ba y."

Con trin in nity khong cén chi thi. N6 dudng nhur biét, theo bén néing, phéi im gi. Ngai Otus thiy minh bién mét véi cam gidc ira thét kinh vira hai
long, Chi khi Charlie bat dau ra Ién cho con budm trang thi Charlie méi nhin ra rang ching s€ phai trd vé theo cach ma ching t6i day: qua buc tranh xur
Badlock.

Con tréin ty quén quanh vai ngudi khong 16 va Charlie bdu chéit cénh tay ciia 6 tién minh. Claerwen xde doi canh bac va bimng chéy phia trén dau
Charlie, c6 nang bat dau dua ho di xuyén thoi gian.

Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Va Cdi Bong Xur Badlock duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuwong 20

Lysander t6i giai ciru

Nhur thuong &, Charlie khong hé nghi @i t6i cude vt on tién vé phia truée. Chu du voi mt ngurdi khong 10 v0 hinh khong d& nhur n6 timg ao wée. Ngi
Otus hén 14 rat diing cam, nhung mot cude hanh trinh di gap nguoi vo'ma ngai tin 1 da chét xem ra Am nhut chi ngai. Néu ma ngai bict minh s& bay qua
chin tram nam, thay vi hai muoi nam, thi chéc chan ngai s¢ khong dong y di chit ndo. Trong khi di, ngai cir ludn lu6n hoi chimg Charlie dé cho chéc.
Nhitng ct ndy x6c cuc ky khéd chiu doi véi nguoi khong 16.

"Chiing ta tdi chura?" ngai Otus hoi. "Chén ta dang trdi vt trén dau ta nay. Kho than ta, Charlie. Mang ching ta xubng dét, mau."

"[m ing, ngai Otus," Charlie dap, nhu thé nd dang n6i chuyén voi mot dira tré.

"Chirng ndo chiing ta s& t6i? Ching ta c6 qua tré dén ndi khong gip duge Amoret?" giong clia ngudi khong 16 run riy, v ra khi mt cii giat 1on phéo
cua thoi gian xody ho di xuong vin vut.

"Con nghi chung ta t¢i rdi," Charlie n6i, khi chén nd cay vo mit dét.
Khi ngudi khong 16 dap xubng mdt gidy sau, bang mot tiéng rim dinh tai.

"Khd thén ta!" ngai Otus thét khi d6i chan vo hinh ctia ngai xuyén thing nhitng tAm vén san.
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Lap tirc tiéng quét théo lién hoi ndi Ién sau cu dap Ay rdi mdt giong gio tudng, "N6 & day! N6 day!"
"Pau? Pau?" nhitng giong khac lao nhao.

Charlie théty minh diémg trén sén khéu ciia Nha Nguyén C0, tron it dom mdt d4m dong sét khi déing déing. N6 mimg him E minh v hinh. My Tilpin di
bd mit cua my sat ngay mit nd. "May ¢ d6 ha, thang kia?" mu ¢ duc v nguc Charlie, nhung né né qua kip thoi.

"Ta dang & dau?" nguoi khong 1o gim Ién. "Chén ta tiéu roi."
"Ching bi ket trong van san," Charlie thi thao. "Rut chiing ra di, ngai Otus."
C6 tiéng lc ric, va diim gd bay tung toe khi ngii Otus nhéc ban chin khdng b qua van san. "AAAA!" ngai thét.

"C6 hai dira!" mit nmy gia dl'fng dAu dam dong chi Charﬁg. Nhﬁ'ng lon téc d6 choe choe ctia mu trong kéch com hét strc khi dm léy mot bd mit gia coc
cay nhu vay. 'Ta thay ching roi kia. Mot tén 1a ngudi khong 16."

"Ngudi khong 162" mu Tilpin thét, i ban lai.
"Dolores ¢6 thi gidc thir hai," mdt tén by phanh phanh ndi bén trong cai mii n bo sét diu mau den, chi con chira khudn mit.

Dimg ngay déng sau gi mil trim ho mit d6, Charlie thodt chot thay ngudi ni nd nhén ra, nhung nhimg bién 6 vut dién ra qua nhanh khién n6 khong thé
nho ra tén clia nguoi dan o6ng do.

"V ta & dau?" ngudi khong 10 ai oan. "Amoret & dau?"
"Amoret?" 1 Tilpin quay qua dam dong. "Hai chién hitu, tén khong 16 nay 1 ti nhin ctia cai bong."

Dém dong tran tdi trude va bt dau leo 1én san khau. Charlie tém Ky ban tay ctia ngudi khong 16, kéo ngai t6i tim phéng mau xanh 14 cdy & cudi san
khéu.

"P6! P6!" my Dolores thét, ngon tay deo ging mau den ctia my chi theo Charlie khi nd kéo ngudi khdng 16 v& phia canh cira ¢ bén hong san khiu.
Dém dong ap sat. Tiéng nguyén ria 16 méng, gin giong dong diy khong gian khi hang ta than hinh cao 16n bao quanh By Charlie va ngudi khong 15.

"C6 nhidu quai vat trong thé gidi ctia con qud, Charlie nhoc," ngurdi khong 16 noi, "Nhung ching s& khong bét duoc ching ta dau." Doan ngii gio' chén
1én, dap hai gi dan 6ng ngdl nglra ra dat.

Nhirng ke Khéc Iui dat lai, tron it kinh hoang nhin doi vai ctia ngwoi khong 10, bi vi con trin da am cho chinh n6 hién hinh. N6 quing dau vé phia dam
dong, cai miéng ha ra dé 19 nhiing céi nanh chét chdc sang bong,

"Dolores, lam gi di!" mu Tilpin thét Iénh.

Khi my gia Dolores tho tay v0 tii 4o ctia my, Charlie nghe thiy c6 tiéng tréng giuc. Lon dan I6n dan cho t6i khi tiéng tréng tran ngip nha nguyén. Bam
d6ng nhén nhic nhin quanh, ¢b xemcoi tleng trong Xuat phat tir dau. Nhung khong gi lam xao nhaing my Dolores. Gio' lén mot cai giang na nho bang bac
1én, my bén hon d4 thing vo tran nguoi khong 10. Ngai rong 1én d6 sap xudng dét.

"Ngai Otus, con xin 18i. Con xin 18i d& mang ngai vé ddy," Charlie kéu Ién, khuy xudng bén canh ngudi khong 16. Con trin dau khd quin quanh Charlie
nhur thé dé an ti n6. Qué tré, Charlie nhan ra con trin dang hién hinh. N6 dinh ninh chd nhitng ngén tay nhon sic ctia n Tilpin tim ly c6 minh. Nhung
khong thay gi cham dén no.

Charhe ngude nhin [én. Bamdong dang it lui, dan 6ng va dan ba té dii dui vao nhau trong khi quynh quang ro’1 san khdu. Ngay ca muy Tilpin ciing dang
i xudng nhimg bac thang. Mt my dén tit vo bire tudng déing sau Charlie, mét my ram lai so hiii. Theo anh mét my, Charlie nhin ra dang sau va thiy mot
hang dmbinh, khéu nira chimg trong mdt mén suong lody xo4y. Guong it ho khong hién ra, nhung nhimg canh tay néu ctia ho lai rét rd. Mi ban tay
déu cammdt con dao dai, sang loang,

"Lysander!" Charlie mirng ro.

"T4t nhién r6i!" Lysander sai budc di qua cira san khéu. Anh khoat mot tay thanh hinh vong cung cao qua du va chi ddm dong,

Nhimng to tién tim linh cta Lysander, vii khi giwong cao tién t61 my Tilpin va dong bon 4c 6n ctia my. Nhidu ké trong bon ching dura tay lén bit tai vi ﬁéng
trong qua am Chiing x6 déy nhau va kéu la chen chiic ra canh cira mo thong ra dudng Piminy. Va khi ching lot ra durgc, thi rd hon ca tiéng trong, ticng
chan ching dugc nghe thay chay ramrap trén con pho.

Neudi khong 16 rén ri.

"Cai gj thé?" Lysander tr6 mét nhin xudng san san khau.

"Mt ngudi khong 16," Charlie néi. "Ngai con séng. Cam on Lysander. Cam on. Cam on, anh d4 ciru bon em."



"M6t ngudi khdng 1," Lysander Eip lai. "Anh lai trong 1a Billy."
"Billy," Charlie thé' dai. "N6 khong vé& dau."

Lysander nhin Charlic khong tin ndi va rdi, sau khi xem xét san sén khéu noi ¢ tiéng rén ri phat ra, anh ndi, "Tot hon tui minh dem ngwoi khong 16 ra khoi
day da. Anh bao ddmho c6 thé nhin thiy ngai, cho dit anh khong thiy." Anh vy nhirng t5 tién tim linh ctia minh.

Nhirng hinh nhan tya hén ma cao to ha dao xuong, giat vo day thét hung sang bong ctia ho. Charlie dimg ddy khi ho tién vé phia nd. C6 bay ngudi ca
thay, nhitng hinh hai den sam thoat hién ra r6i lai 4n vio Jan suong mii duong nhu dong hanh véi ho. Ho ctii xuong va ning nguoi khong 16 1én vai, dé
dang nhur thé ngai A mot c4i bao tai khong, {t ra Charlie ciing doén chic duoc nguoi khdng 16 & dau, nhés vao tiéng rén ctia ngdi vong ra tir dau d6 phia
trén duong,

Lysander din duong qua canh cira va di vong ra ding sau nha nguyén. Charlie di cudi ctng, véi con trin vét quanh cé. N6 ngoai nhin nha nguyén mjt
cai that nhanh trrde khi dong ctra lai. Bire tranh x(r Badlock ndm ngira ra san, phoi mat Ién tran nha. Thira biet cai do quy d6 co the giy nén tai hoa gi
Charlie chi muon pha hiy n6 cho r6i. Nhung chot n6 lai nhd dén Billy.

Charlie dong sim cira nha nguyén lai va lao vi1 vo ngd hém. N6 durong nhur khong thé tin vo it minh. Chiéc xe moéc ctia Ong cau Paton dang dau
trong mdt khong gian mi khong mot chice xe mo6e nao ¢6 thé dau duge. May thay, canh cira doi ca thing xe k& ngay st canh twong cho khung cira
nha nguyén va cac vi t tién khong khé khin gi trong viéc dat nguoi khong 16 v6 san xe. Khi cong viéc hoan tét nhimng hinh hai cao 1on tir tir tan di.
Lysander cti chao vé huéng ctia ho va dong cira chiée xe modc lai.

"Ong cau Paton, 6ng dén ddy hdi ndo vay?" Charlie vung vé leo 1én ngdi canh ong, 6ng né xa con trin rdi nd may.

"Céch day mot giv," Ong cdu Paton tra 16i. "Con khong cin ni cho ta biét con da ¢ dau."

Lysander nhay v ngbi canh Charlie. "Chiing tra di, 6ng Yewbeam!"

Ho phéng t6i dau con hém va 1& vo mdt con dudng ma s& dira ho vé dudng Filbert.

"Billy bé bong c6 bi im sao khong?"" Ong cau Paton hoi trong khi i xe, ¢6 vé hoi nhanh, doc theo duong Cong Vién. "N6 gy ra tiéng dong ghé dir a."
"Khoéng phai Billy dau," Charlie noi.

"Khéng phai?" Ong cau Paton liéc nhin Charlie. "Chr 1 ai?"

Charlie luong hr va Lysander thong bao, "Thira dng Yewbeam, 6ng c6 mdt ngudi rat to 16n ¢ trong thing xe ctia ong,

"CAI GI?" ban chan ctia 6ng ciu Paton din manh ban thing va tit ca moi ngudi chi nhii v& trurde, hoang hon via.

Mt tiéng rén xdc 6c tir sau xe vong kén, va mot giong trim bong than van. "Oi 6i 6i, cai my quai dan ndy dang an thit ta hay sao?"

"Ngudi to 1on d6 to 1on c& nao?" Ong cau Paton ha thip giong hoi. "Phéi ching ta dang n6i t6i nguoi khong 16 khong?"

"Ngai 4y khong hén 1 ngudi khong 1," Charlie néi. "Chi cao chimg hai mét rudi hay ba mét thoi."

Ong cau Paton th dai. "Cho phép ta hoi tai sao ngai dy lai & ddy duoc khong?"

"Ngi tir xtr Badlock," Charlie bao v6i 6ng cu né. "Ngai Ia 6 tién ctia con, va ¢4 ctia 6ng nita. Con phai ciru ngii dy, Ong cau Paton."

"Di nhién la con phai vay 1OL" C)ng céu Paton ndi véi vé mét moi. "Va cho phép ta hdi thémnita, con dinh s& lam gi voi mdt nguoi cao 1on ¢ do, o lac
thoi dai ctia minh nhitng chin trém nam?"

Charlie nhan mt. N6 khong im sao bt minh tra o1 voi ong ciu ring n6 d 1én ké hoach s& dura ngai Otus t6i Lau Pai Guong. N6 biét viée d6 nghe rit
16 bich.

Lysander chdm t6i trrdr, Fing king ndi, "Ngudi khong 16 hién thoi vo hinh, thira 6ng Yewbeam."

"0 tuyét voi." Ong céu Paton fiéc nhin con tréin xanh da trdi. "Theo ta nghi thi viéc d6 s& dan xép On thoa tit tit moi thir thi phai?" ong nhén manh ban
chan vo b tang toc va ho phong wit t61 duong Filbert, thang lai danh két bén ngoai nha s6 9.

Charlie khong biét phai lam gi tiép theo. Ong ciu nd ngdi nguyén bén tay li, gii dau va 1o vé cing thing
"Pé con goi gia dinh chii Brown." Charlie chay bay qua nha s 12 va giai thich tinh hubng véi gia dinh nha Brown.
Ong c4u Paton cubi cing ciing nhom ddy va ra dimg voi Lysander, anh d& mo cira thing xe. Nguoi khong 16 da imre.

C6 va chi Brown bang veéo qua dudng, theo sau la Benjamin, Charlie va Hat Pau. Tt ¢4 ho bu quanh d?mg sau chiéc xe modc, Hat Pau sta nhang sua



Xi.
"Thi vi im sao!" chi Brown ngd vo chiée xe mode, vo tinh dit tay tring ban chan ctia ngudi khong 16. "U! Ngai Ay diy."
"Charlie, md ctra trude nhanh En," C)ng cau Paton ra lénh.

Charlie vot le 1én nhiing bac cip va md cira ra, goi omxdm. "Chéo ba ndi ba ngoai, tui con sap mang mot tim tham vo day." Khi n6 ngd lai thi thiy
Lysander va Ong cau Paton va gia dinh c6 Brown dang khiéng ngudi khdng 10, quin trong tAm tham tréi san xe, dang di vé hudng nha.

Vi rét nhiu tiéng hy va hc, tAm théim durge khiéng Ién nhing bc cép, tch vo hanh lang, & d6 n6 duge dat, hoi nhanh, inh xudng san. Nghe mdt tiéng
bich va mdt giong dudi nén nha than tho, "Oi chao 61! Hay két thic di, ta van cac nguoi."

Charlie cap rdp dong cira trude lai va dé cho con tran truon vo trong tAm tham quan nguoi khong 16. Ngoai Maisie hién ra noi ctra bép reo kén. "Con
day 101, Charlie. Ta thay 6ng cu con da tim thay con 16i. Ta thic mac da c6 chuyén quai quy gi xay ra khong biét."

Charlie curdi Ion Ién véi ba. "Xin 101, ngoai Maisie. Dé con khiéng cai nay 1én."

"Tm tham gi ma rach nat thé ndy," ba bao, trudc khi ai d6 kip ngin tro thi ba da da cho né mot ci.

Mot tiéng rén thong thiét phot ra tir tim tham ddy va I tot v trong bép. "C6 ngudi & trong d6," ba kéu kén.

Tét ca theo ba vo bep Charlie d& ba ngdi xuéng va Ong ciu Paton dita 4m nurdc. Hat Pau chui xuong gamban va tAt ca moi ngudi vay quanh ngoai
Maisie. Khong ai i biét chuyén gi dé 161 Vi va, vi vy Charlie ngdi xubng bén ba va bt dau ké tir dau Khi n6 ké xong, ngoai Maisie thor it ra mt hoi 1o
su va néi, "Oi, con nén lam gi d6 vé ngudi dan dng toi nghiép nay di. Mot phit nita ba Bone s& vé n trua d6."

Moi ngudi quyét dinh 1 Charlie nén n6i chuyén véi ngai Otus. Ngudi khdng 16 c6 thé s& khong hoang so néu c6 ngudi ma ngai biét giai thich moi viée voi
ngii.

"S& thuan loi hon rit nhiéu néu ngudi dan ng nay duoc nhin thiy," chii Brown ndi.
"K hong phai voi ba chi ctia t6i sip v&," Ong cau Paton bao chi.

Mii cho t6i liic mo cira ra thi ho mdi nhén biét duoc réng con trin xanh da troi da tw quyét dinh By tit ca. Va, dang dimg kia & ngoi khong 16, hitu
hinh dén ting soi long, tiimg soi toc, timg soi rau. Con tran quan 1 loi quanh ¢6 ngai.

"Chartie," ngai Otus thét vang. "Céi noi niy ¢ cung cach gl thé ha?"

Charlie nhe cé nguoi khi thay ngai Otus dimg Ién, nhung lai nhoi lo Eing voi vét bim tim & trén ciia ngai. "Ching ta 1én lu chir a, thura ngai?"' n6 n6i. "Con
¢d diéu muon noi voi ngai, va & day cé & chung ta khong an toan dau."

Neuoi khéng 16 ng6 lom lom nhitng birc hinh lépg khung treo trén tuong bén canh d4u ctia ngai, nhin bong dén hanh lang trong ci chup thiy tinh 6 ban
ctia nd. "U, phai, phai," ngai lim bam. "O déy rat la, Charlie."

Va rdi thi Hat Déu x0 ra khoi nha bep, vay dudi rdi rit, nguoi khong 16 toét ra cudi hai long, "Chiing ta lai gip nhau, ché nhi," ngai néi, cti xubng vudt
Hat Déu. "Cho tot. Tt nhét trong tat ca chd."

Hat Péu liém ban tay to oanh d6 va sua khodi chi.

C6 Brown tho dau qua cira va néi. "Ca nha ¢b vé ddy, Charlie. C6 chic chén chau phéi thu xép bon ddy. Rét hin hanh duoc gip ngii, ngii Yewbeam."
Ngudi khong 16 nghiéng dau.

"Han hanh giip ngii," chil Brown noi, 1di bt giac, khong hiéu chii nghif thé nao ma lai kiéng chan di ron rén ra cira. "Vé thoi, Ben."

Benjamin dimg ngay ra nhin vé mit mim cudi ctia ngudi khdng 6. "Chao."

"Chao," ngudi khong 16 Eip lai.

"Chéu ciing nén vé day," Lysander ndi, chia tay ra voi nguoi khong 16. "V cting han hanh gip ngai, thura ngai."

Negai Otus trinh trong bét tay Lysander, n6i, "Chau 2 mot anh chang hing manh. Ta biét diéu nay. Ta cam on chau."

Khi Lysander va gia dinh Brown da vé ca, Charlie din ngudi khong 16 1én liu. Ong cau Paton dé nghi phong ctia 6ng an toan hon phong ciia Charlie, vi
nd tranh dugce sy rinh rap ctia ndi Bone.

Nigai Otus cti d4u chui qua yﬁm do ctra va tha nguoi xubng chiée giwong phit day gidy to v6i bao ctia Ong cau Paton. Ngai Otus duong nhu khong dé v,
ciing khong quan tam dén tiéng cot ket do cai girong phat ra nhu thé cé téi ndm sau day 10 xo bi gay.



"Con pham sai lAm rdi, ding khong Charlie nhoc?" nguoi khong 16 noi.
"Xin 161." Charlie don mdt it gidy va ngdi xudng ké bén ong t ciia minh.
"Ta s& khong bao gits gip lai vo ta u?" ngurdi khdng 16 hoi bang giong thé hrong.

"Con hy vong I ¢6." Charlie mim cuoi khich 16. "VAn d& 1 con budc phai tré vé& day trude da, boi vi bire tranh xir Badlock & ddy va tai phép ctia con k:
di vo tranh anh."

"Khong c6 burc tranh nao ctia vo ta cd," ngai Otus noi.

"Khéng... nhung mi... con nghi con d gip ba roi."

"Con...!" nét mit ngudi khdng 10 di st vo nét mit Charlie. Ban tay to bé ctia ngai tim Ky vai nd. "Sao viée d6 ¢6 thé dugc?”

"Lau d4i noi ba Ay chét roi xudng," ngai Otus 1am bam, hau nhur v6i riéng minh. "Tuyét do thiy phap tao ra, nhung na tuyét dén qué trd."

"Qua tré dé ctru ho," Charlie cong nhan. "Nhung do la mjt b chi diéu ky phat huy tic dung, boi vi by gio nhitng birc trong do glong nhur thiy tinh,
ma ching cting la grong. C6 1€ ngai chua thiy tam gwong 1 gi." N6 chi tim gwong trén ban chai toc ctia Ong ciu Paton, va ngudi khong 16 thay hinh
béng minh phan chiéu trong d6, mim cudi néi. "A, guong day!"

"Khi con di téi lau dai," Charlie n6i tiép, "C6 mot birc turdng chi cho con thiy mot birc tranh thi gian, khong phai b tranh v&, ni né gidng nhu mot ky
uc, giong nhu nhitng burc twong luu gilt ky e vé nhitng con nguoi da song & d6. Con da trong thay mdt gia dinh: ngai Amadis va vg con clia ngai cting
mot phu nit rat dep, toc den..."

"Bing, ding..." ngai Otus thit Ién.

"Va ho goiba la Amoret.”

"Con trong thiy ba dy... that?"

"Ba d4 ndi chuyén v6i con." Charlie nhin xody vo vé miit ng vire ctia ngudi khong 16. "Con da di vo do."

"Con di... vd d6?" Ngwoi khong 10 ngang dau én ngo déim dam tran nha. Roi ngai nhin quanh t6i nhimg ké sach, nhimg birc dnh v to fich. Ngai nhin ban
viét ctia Ong cdu Paton, voi nhiing hil dung bit mure va but chi, xem ra ngai khong hé ngac nhién vé bat ky mon ndo trong nhirng thir do. "Vay la con co
thé dua ta di?"

"Con nghi | con c6 thé, véi s tro gitip ciia Claerwen. R6t cudc thi nd ciing 1 mot cy dita phép cta thay phap. Thay phap da ding nd dé goi tuyét, con
nghi vay."

Ngudi khong 16 dimg 1én va nhitng thanh 1 xo girong nay tung vé lai chd cii. "Khi ndo ching ta di?" ngai hoi.
"Um.. con chura hoi 6ng cau ctia con. Viée d6 tiy ong 4y tinh a."
Vira lic Ong cau Paton mo cira ra va ndi, "Ching ta ¢ khach."

Ba Kettle, cim theo mdt céi gio to dung, chen qua 6ng cdu bude vo phong. Ba hoi git minh khi thiy gwong mt ctia ngudi khong 16 & xa tit bén trén mit
ba, va ngudi khong 16 bit bude phai ngdi xudng tré lai.

"T6i vO ciing hanh phiic dugc gip ngai, thira ngii Yewbeam." Ba chia tay ra. Ngudi khong 16 nim Iy va hoi khom vé phia trude, cti ddu nhur thé thye
hién mdt dong tac nhin chao néu ngai dang dung,

"Tén t6i 1 ba Kettle," ba tho rén tiép, "va t6i chim séc... 4, cAu chang déy rdi." Ba ngd con triin xanh da troi, da cudn ndi trén mdt dong quén 4o ctia
Ong cdu Paton. "Bén day, Solomon cung, hily vé nha thoi."

"Mot con rin phi thurong," ngai Otus nhan xét khi ba Kettle cm ci gi6 tién t6i con triin.

"T6i khong mubn nd roi vao nhitng ban tay xau," ba Kettle n6i, gitip con trén truon vo cai gio. ' 1" Ba day nap 0 lai va mim cudi hét keot v6i moi
ngudi. "Cha, day la mot sur kién 6 mot khong hai, va t61 hanh phic vo ngan khi duoc dy phén vao. C6 tin t6t ma ta nghi i Lysander chua ndi cho cung
biét, Charlie nhi?"

Charlie nhun vai.

"0, ta nghi diing i chwra ma. Ta da tuong trong ra ¢ ddy ban ron dén ndi Lysander chira bao tin dugc cho cung " Ba liéc nhin ngudi khong 16. "Thé nay,
Gabriel Silk da thu thap dugc rat nhiéu chit ky cho ban kién nghi mo lai quan ca phé Thi Kiéng, chac chan 1a gia dinh Onimous s€ thanh cong."

Thay vi nd mdt nu cudi turoi 16i voi ba thi Charlie dot nhién ding day, %) tay vo tran, kéu Ién, "A, khong, Chaunhé ra oL



"Con nhé ra cai gi?" Ong cau Paton di vo hin trong phong va déng cira lai.

Nguoi khong 16 lo ing ng6 Charlie ché“tm chap khi n6 budc t6i cira sd. "Norton Cross, ngudi gic cira cta quan ca phé Tha Kiéng " Charlie néi. "Con da
thay han & trong Nha Nguyén C6. Chac chan hin 1a mit trong nhitng ké di theo cai bong, C6 & chinh han 1a ké da gay ra tai nan cho gia dinh Onimous."

"Thé thi ching ta s& bao dam khong cho hén quay tré lai d6 nita, cung," ba Kettle n6i diém tinh.

"Con khong hiép," Charlie nim ChE:lt chim téc i ctia n6. "Con da béo cu Bittermouse lién lac vdi Norton dé hin ta stra canh ctra nha cho cu éy. Vay la
con di dua cy ay vo vong nguy hiém"

"Cuy ta da gip nguy 101, Charlie," ba Kettle noi. "Nhung ching ta s& bao daman toan cho cu ta. Bimg qué lo ling kéo nd tung cai dau cung ra. Cung da
1am du phén ctia cung roi." Ba mim cudi voi ngudi khdng 10, dang ngdi bat dong, anh it xa xam. "Toi khong co ¥ khiém nhé, thra ngai Yewbeam,
nhung t6i chiic chdn Charlie dang lap ké hoach cho ngai."

"Da phai," Charlie Ambim

"Thé ké hoach 14 gi, cung? Cung cho ta biét bi mat duoc chir?"

"Unmn.." Charlie bt dau.

Ngudi khong 16 noi. "Né s& dua ta di gip vo'ta."

Ba Kettle khong hé to ¥ ngac nhién Jy mot teo ndo. "Tuyét," ba ndi. "T6i xin co tir ddy va dé cho moi ngudi tinh toan lo liéu cac thir. Chiic may méin,
tat ca moi nguol." Ba ludt ra, dong cira lai rat khé dang sau.

Rui ci, Ong c4u Paton choang sbc dén ndi ong lao dao t6i mdt cai ghé va ngdi phich xudng. "Ta c6 tin vio tai minh khong do, Charlie? Con da n6i véi
ngai Yewbeam ddy rang con s€ dua ngai di gap vo cua ngai a?

"Xin 161 con khong ké trurde," Charlie noi
"Nhung..." Ong c4u Paton nhin ngudi khong 16 va lc dau.

Charlie cém théy thoi chi va bét lyc. Phai mét méy gifly n6 moi nhén ra nguoi khong 16 dang n6i. Giong trédm siu ciia ngdi Otus Yewbeam len vo phong
kh& dén noi ma Charlie va 6ng cau nd tudng nhur ho dang nghe giong n6i tir mit the gidi khac.

"Ta biét nhiing gi cho doi ta, 6ng a. Ta biét ngon lira d6 rat hung tn va ta biét ring Amoret da chét tham. Ta biét dleu ndy da nhiéu ndmroi. Ta da nghi
vé n6 mdi ngaty ké tir khi ta biét dugc thuce chat cia vide vo ta qua doi - hang ngy khi ta sng trong cai dia nguc Ay, boi vi xir Badlock i mot dia nguc,
cac ban cta ta a. Va ta camon con, voi long chan thanh nhét, Charlie 3, da mang ta ra khoi d6. C6 I ta khong udc ao chét & do6. Ta biét két cuc cua ta
s& thé ndo néu ta & bén vo ctia ta, nhung mdt ngy, mdt gidy, mot phit & bén ba 4y, hay mot thoang thoi, cting s& du dé xda sach tt ca ky trc ctia nhitng
nidm ding cay d6. Cho nén ta néin ni 6ng, ong Paton, Ong cau cau Charlie, im on gitip Charlie mang ta dén véi vo ta."

On c4u Paton ndy gio nhin ngudi khong 16 nhur thé ngd ra mot kham phé gi d6 vo cling stmg st. "Rét han hanh," 6ng néi.

Bdng mdt tiéng rAm rung chuyentu bén dudi khi cira trude mo tung, va mdt giong la nhur bop hong, "THE THI NO BU ROI? Ta nghe ban bé ta &
duong Piminy thong bao ring rit c6 thé c6 mdt tén khong 16 & trong nha ciia ta."

"N6i Bone!" Charlie i nhi.
"Nghe tiéng n6i da thiy xiu xa," ngudi khong 16 nhén xét.

"Cyec ky x4u xa," Ong cau Paton dong y. "Nhung dimg dé didu d6 lam ngi lo Fing. Hay & ddy voi Charlie. Dé ti ra xir Iy viéc nay."

Ong cau Paton rdi phong va goi. "Chao budi chiu, Grizelda. Ba lai cau nhau nira 42"

"Tét nhién." Muy ngd trimg trimg Ién ong em, nét myit xoan lai nhing dudng nét ac nghiét. "N dau rdi?"

"NO? NO?" Ong cdu Paton quat, di xudng lau. "Khong c6 NO nao & ddy hét, trir khi ba mudn héi tiéc khong kip."

Noi Bone dam chan. "Dirng ¢ t6 ra khon 161, Paton. Ta s& khong cho n6 & trong nha cia ta."

"Nha ctia ba u, Grizelda?" Ong c4u Paton hdy vo ngire mu. "Nha ciia ba? Mot nira 1 cta t6i, va t6i s& khong dé ba chd miii vo viéc ctia to1."
"Plng lam thé!" noi Bone théy minh bi x6 It trd lai hanh lang khi C)ng cau Paton ctr thoc, thoc mu.

"Thoi ngay!" my rong rit.

Ho d4 t6i ting hdm va, trong nhay mét, Ong cau Paton md ctra ddy mu vo. My trurot xudng hai bic thang dau tién, cb gitt thing bang, miéng thét "C-U-
UT-AA!"



Ong cau Paton dong sim ctra lai. Khi khong c6 sin chia khoa, 6ng le ing kéo céi t dyung ly chén bing gb sdi thit niing chen trudc cira.
"Gi thé?" ngoai Maisie hoi, canh gidc nhin Ong cau Paton.

"Toi tam thoi phéi nhdt ba chi ctia t6i lai," Ong cAu Paton bio ba. "Bl lo, ba Maisie. B ta & hét hoi sau mdt phit ddy ma. Ching ta c6 mdt cude
hanh trinh dai ¢ phia trude, cho nén t6i muodn bao dam chac chan Grizelda ¢ d6 cho t6i khi ching t6i trd ve."

"Ong dinh dura...?" ngoai Maisie ngiip ngimg, ngwéc nhin lén lAu. "Pua ngai Yewbeam kia di?"

"Piing thé. Chiing t6i s& dura dng Ay di noi khac, an toan hon."

"Vay 1 t6i mirng im. Toi cir lo st vo vé ngai dy. Nhung t6i tudng Billy bé bong trd vé chir. N6 van con... ¢ d6 a?"
"Van con, ba Maisie." Ong cau Paton nhéin mét. "M t6i khong biét phai ctru n6 ra bang cach ndo."

"Nhung kiéu gi ciing phai dira né ra," ba nghiém sic mt.

Anh sang dang rdi bau troi. Chang méy chdc da sup t6i. Ong cau Paton quyét dinh ong s& phai di dap it dén dudng néu khong thi ngudi khong 16 s& gy
qua nhicu chi y khi ngai roi khoi nha.

Ngudi khong 16 kién nhdn cho trén giwong ctia Ong cu Paton. Ngai da nin thinh voi mdt nu curdi bi hiém thoang noi khoe miéng, Ngai dang nghii vé qua
khir chang? Charlie tw hoi. Hay Ia ngai dang tudng twong khi ngai gip lai ba Amoret? Can nha im im N¢i Bone da thi la hét, ding nhu Ong cau tién

doan.

Khi ngdi sao d4u tién hién ra, Ong cau Paton doi cai mii phét mém vo, budc xudng lu va di ra dudng. Pat ban tay én cot dén, ong lim nhdm, "Cir dé
nd xay ra, nhung ma lam on that émvao."

AR

Mot tiéng "bdp" nho Xiu, dén dudng phut tht va cai mil phot cua Ong cau Paton phii dAy bui bac. "Cam on nhiéu," 6ng néi, méc di khong 1d 6ng cam on
ai hay camon cai gi. Ong 16t mii va phtii vun thity tinh xuong duong,

Nhin tir cira s6, Charlie thdy 6ng cau mé hai canh cira sau ctia chiéc xe mo6e va trai tim tham vo chd cii dudi san xe.

"Bén lc di roi," Charlie bao nguoi khong 10.

Ngii Otus dimg Ién, dudi canh tay, g5 g5 khop ban tay kén tran nha. Ngai cudi va bao, "Déy 1 ngdi nha khong bao gios thich hop v6i ta, Charlie Bone."
"Vang a. Ngudi ta khong Bm nha cho nguoi khong 16 nira."

"Ho da bao gio lam dau," ngai Otus bao.

Bude chan népg né clia ngudi khéng 16 dt thich, thich mléng it cAu thang khi ngai theo Charlie Xuéng Bu. Ngoai Maisie trao cho ngai mjt hop dd an
va ngai nhan ly véi mit cai cii dau cam ta.

"Chiic may mén, ngai Yewbeam," ba noi. "Téi ude gi ching ta ¢6 thé néi chuyén voi nhau thém mdt chut thoi gian nira."

"Ta dong ¥, thura quy ba," ngai Otus 1n6i, cap hop dd an dudi canh tay. "Ba rét rong long " Ngai cim Ky tay ba va dat mot ny hon kén do.
"Hao hi€p qua," ngoai Maisie noi, d6 mit Ién vui sudng,

"Nhanh Ién," Ong cau Paton goi.

Ngii Otus budc xudng bc cép va rdi dimg trén via he, tron it nhin xe ¢ qua lai, nhin dén dudng va nhitng ngdi nha séng choang. Mot chiéc mdy bay
v ngang qua dau, dudi né nhap nhay dén gitra nhitng vi sao.

"0," ngurdi khong 16 thé hie. "Mot thé giéi m6i voi nhitng didu ky thi im sao. Ta wéc gi ta biét nd nhiéu hon."

Charlie d& Ay hop dd an va cét n6 ¢ phia sau thing xe. "Pén lic di rdi, ngai Otus," n6 néi khé. "Con e ring ching ta s& phai di trong cd mdy nay lin
nira."

"Ta khong so dau." Nguoi khdng 16 bude sai mot bude rong vo thing xe va Charlie dong cac canh cira xe lai. Ong ciu Paton nd méy va Charlie leo én
ngdi bén canh dng,

Ngoai Maisie dimg ¢ cira vy tay chao nhur thé ba s& khong bao o giip lai ho lﬁq nira. Nhung long tir tin ctia Charlie khong hé lay chuyén cho t6ikhi
ho 14i xe ra khoi thanh phd, buon vao mén dém. Bdng dung mdt giong ndi trong dau né bat dau nghi van, "Ngb nhd minh tht bai? Néu nhu thé thi sao?"
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Chuong 21

Ba Amoret

Buong di t6i Lau Dai Guong that dai va tht kho tim, nhung sau chuyén hanh trinh 1An cudi t6i d6, Ong cau Paton da Bp ra ban dd cta 16 trinh. Con
duong men theo dong song roi thi, tai mdt ngd tur cach ngoai 6 thanh phé nam dam, ho 1& v6 mot con dudng doc theo bo bién. Ngii Otus chura bao gio
thay lau dai d6 méc du ngai da nghe n6i vé nd rit nhidu.

"Ngudi ta n6i d6 1 1au dai dep diéu ky nhat thé gioi," giong nguoi khong 10 khé i v tir thimg xe déng sau. "Borlath, hoang tur ¢4, ghen ti voi Amadis tht
ca moi thi, lai thém c4i bong chim thém lira vao 1ong ghen ti ctia hén. Tat ca moi thir Borlath khong thé ¢6, hén hity hét."

Mot quéing dirng thét 1au sau, Charlie hoi, "Ngai da séng & dau a, ngai Otus?"

Nguoi khong 16 cudi kha kha. "Ta sinh ra trong mot ngdi nha xay bang cdy thong do con sdng nguyén. Cha ta dung mbt céi léu ¢ gitta mot khu rimg ¢o.
N6 cén nhitng céy thong do to rong nhung chi vai khie 20 dan qua giita ching i thanh nhiing birc twong quy kin nha ching ta. Phia trén ching ta c6
mdt méi nha che dau, két bang nhitng canh ciy cao nhit. Ching ta khong bao git dung t6i 4 hay trai ctia ching boi vi ching rét doc, nhung ching c6 thé
dudi cho bon s6i tranh xa."

"Yewbeam," Charlie Ambim "Théo ndo, va d6 1 khoi nguén ctia cai ho nayl."

"Pong ¥," nguoi khong 16 n6i.

"Q, thé ma t6i khong bao i tim ra duoc diéu d6 trong sudt bao nim nghién ciru ctia minh," Ong cau Paton thdt én, "Thi vi qua. Vay vo ciia ngai da
sOng trong ngdi nha thong do d6?"

"Khong," ngai Otus hinh nhur hoi phan nd. "Ta da xdy cho ba Amoret mdt ngdi nha xinh xéin bang da va gb thong, ¢6 twong ty tring va san nha lat da
phien."

"Di nhién." Ong c4u Paton khé ho 1én mdt tiéng biét 16i.

Sau déy thi tit ca ho roi vio im ling va Charlie In ra ngi. Khi n tinh gidc thi ho dang lai xe qua mjt thung ling. Hai bén 16i mon, nhing ngon nii vit
cao, den o luva thang dimg, chim khuat v6 lan méy dam anh tréing. Mot chop sang mau trang dap vao mit Charlie va n6 nhin vo gwong chiéu hdu. Tim
16 hyt mit mot nhip, boi vi dang do, phan chiéu trong grong 1 mdt con ngya tring, Ngbi trén hung con ngya tring dang phi ki mdt hiép simic giap tru.
"Ho dang ¢ day," Charlie thong béo. "Hoang hiu va Hi¢p siDo. Ho di theo ching ta."

"Con chéc khong?" Ong cau Paton nhiu may liéc nhin grrong. "A, dung, Charlie, con néi ding."

"Hoang hau?" Ngai Otus hich nguoi t6i 6 ctra s6 nhd & mdt canh cira sau, chiée xe mode rung Fic va chao di. "Ta khong thiy hoang hau nio hét, nhung
c6 mot hi€p si cudingya.”

Charlie nhin ra ring, voi ngai Otus, hiép si cudi ngua 13 canh twong trong thiy thuong ngdy. "Dy khong phai la con ngira binh thuong déu a," Charlie
n6i, va 10i 16 gidi thich sur viéc lo Ezekiel Bloor da v tinh mang Hoang hau Berenice tr vé cude doi trong dién mao I con ngira yéu quy cuia ba nhu
thé ndo. "Lio chéing phai | mot thiy phap tai can cho cam," Charlie tiép. "Chu y ctia o 1 mang Bolath vé lai thé gioi."

"Cam on sai im do," ngai Otus Am bam

Sudt phﬁp con lai ctia cudce hanh trinh, Charlie ctr hét lo mo ngu 1di lai thire, va mdi lan trong lic né thirc, higp si cudi ngira tréng luén ¢ do; néund
khong thay ngai & trong grrong chiéu hiu thi cling nghe thay tiéng vo ngua, cach khdng xa dang sau. Khi mit trang lén dén dinh cao nhat ctia nd, ho dau
xe bén canh mdt vach d4, va an hét gié do an do ngoai Maisie chuan bi. Sau d6 Ong cau Paton ngi mot chit, trurde khi lai ti€p nhitng ddm duong con
lai.

Ho 101 b6 con duong chinh vao ic binh minh va dau xe trén mot 16i mon dan ra bién.

"Ta tin d6 i noi nay," Ong cau Paton néi. Ong leo ra khoi xe, dudi vai va hit mdt hoi khong khi bién.

Charlie nhay ra i chay t6i m cira cho ngai Otus. N6 nhén thiy ngudi khong 16 van dang ngi say stra. Ngudi dan ong to 1on ndm co ro dudi sin xe,
mdt bén ma ap vO hai ban tay.

"Ngai Otus!" Charlie lay lay ban chan ngudi khong 16.

Ngai Otus md choang mit, ngdi Ién va né véi Charlie mot nu cudi rong. "Ta nghii ngdy hom nay s& t6t dep véi ching ta do, Charlie," ngai ndi, doan hich



ngudira khoi qhiéc xe modc. VA rdi, ngii nhin thdy lan nurée mau xanh da troi dang xa vach da, ngai chay ra mép nude trong khi Ong cau Paton voi thét
bao ngai hily can than. Ngai Otus 1a ngurdi co trong hrgng nang né, ma vach da da in chim nhi€u cho.

"Lau dai dau?" ngdi Otus la to. "Ta khong thy n6."

Charlie dén dmg bén canh ngai. Mot kin swong nhe nhur 1ong to bao phi By mit bién, va Charlie s nhé sur viée ndy ciing xdy ra vao fan trude. "D n6
kia, con hira v&i ngai, ngai Otus. Khi mat trdi thi€u chiy man suong, thi ching ta s& trong thay nd."

"N6 dang hién ra." Ong ciu Paton da dén dimg cing véi ho, va vai phit sau, tat ca ho déu thdy mdt hon déo nhd kn mit bién kéo dai chimg nira dm
"Hon dao ctia hang ngan dai xanh da troi," Ong cdu Paton noi. "Chang bao lau nita ching ta s€ thay dinh chdp ctia no."

Neudi khong 16 6m Ay 16ng ngwe. Timngai dap nhanh va to dén n5j Charlie sg n6 ngimg mét. Tir tlr, man suong béc hoi va nhimg méng nho loang
loang trong anh sang, Khi mit troi Ién cao hon, nhiing lon surong cudi ciing tan di va 1au dai thity tinh 1ap lanh hién ra.

"A44!" nguroi khong 16 nin the. "N6 kia." Nigai bt dau budc xudng 16 mon nguy hiém dan ra bd bién, trong khi Charlie va dng cau truot tudt lubt va
Joang choang di theo d4u chan ngai.

"Cé mdt chiée thuyén, dugc cat giir trong mdt cai hang," Ong cau Paton néi. "Nhung..." dng nhin ngudi khdng 16, "toi khong chéc né ¢ chiu ndi trong
lrong cua ngai khdng, ngai Otus."

Nguoi khong 16 ha miéng vudt ra mdt tiéng curoi va ndi vang, "Thuyén u? Ta khong can thuyén, ong Paton &," rdi khong thém mot 1oi ndo nita ngai chay
a0 xudng bién. Tiéng cudi sang khoai ctia ngai doi &m nguoc lai bo khi ngai w6t di qua nhirng kin song, va khi ngai sai budc, cai dAu tring clia ngai nhap
nhd giita nhitg con mdng bién dang trdi bap bénh trén dau séng,

"Ching ta Ay thuyén mau," Ong cau Paton noi.

Con thuyén van ¢ tai noi Jan trude Charlie tim thiy n6: & cubi mdt cai hang sau. Ho khan trurong leo kén thuyen, Ong cau Paton, lung quay vé phia lau
dai, ra strc chéo hét tie hre trong khi Charlie chi hudng. Khi ho ap sat hon déo. ngudi khdng 1o dang ngdi trén bai bién day vo s, va dang doc mude ra
khoi doi giay cia ngai.

Ong cau Paton ¢ lai thuyén, trong khi Charlie dan ngai Otus di t6i lu dai. Mt trdi da Ien cao, khién Charlie va nguoi khong 16 khong thé nhin vo mt
guong choi loa khi ho kho nhoc bude qua it dat day bui rdm, s6i da bao quanh lau dai. Ho bude chéch vé huréng béc, noi mt troi khong thé cham
dén nhimg birc turdng trang grong, va ngudi khdng 16 lai phé 1n curdi to hét ¢d trurde hinh phéan chiéu cau ho, ngudi ndy to gip doi kich thirde cia ngudi
kia.

Khéng ¢6 cira vo. Ho phai ép minh qua mbt dudng ham hep dan bén dudi nhimg birc tuong. Hai lan nguoi khong 16 bi ket ctmg, dé 1di tiéng cuoi ciia
ngai cang vang to hon khi ngai ¢b vay ving va dudn minh thot ra dwoc. Cubi ciing ho dtmg trong mbt céi san rong, lat soi sang loang. O giira sin co
mdt cau thang dan Ién mot canh cira an vao thap: mdt cai thap cao hinh vudng,

"Nhitng birc twong lich st & trén d6." Charlie chi 1én dinh thap.

"Va d6 1a noi chiing ta s& ndi 1oi tir bigt," ngai Otus noi.

Nhimng bac thang dugce Jam bang thity tinh nhdm gitip ho leo 1én t6i canh cira ma khong bi tron trurot. Cén phong ho budc vo ¢6 tuwong chim hén vo trong

nhimg miéng thity tinh dai md dyc hinh chit nhat, va hinh phan chiéu ctia ho trd thanh nhitng ménh v sic mau dap don, 18 hudng bét ctr khi ndo ho di
chuyén.

Bén canh canh ctra i mot cAu thang dan Ién dinh thap. "Bé con di trude cho," Charlie ndi. "Phai leo rat i lau ddy 4."

Nguoi khong 16 mim cudi va v6 vai Charlie. "Dan dwong di, Charlie."

Nhiing bac thang hep va khép khénh khién Charlie tir hoi lim sao ngudi khong 16 xoay x¢ di dugc khi cau thang u6n khiic huéng lén trén. Claerwen bay
ra khoi tti 40 Charlie va chiéu sang duong di, neu khong thé thi chic chén ho phi leo trong bong t6i. Charlie Y the nghe thiy tiéng thé hi hui va tiéng

bude chan i ach ctia nguoi khdng 16 khi ngai ¢d hich nguoi én nhimg béc thang bang thity tinh thd nham, va rdi, cudi cling, ho vo mot can phong khac
thurong & trén dinh thap, noi anh sang ciia Claerwen duroc phan chiéu 1én mdt ngan lan, doi tir birc tuwong ndy qua birc tuong kia, rdi lai phan chiéu tiép,

xuyén qua l6p grong chdi 16a.
"Amoret dau?" ngai Otus thi thim.

Charlie mu6n béo ngwroi khong 16 hay kién nhn nhung né khong sao thot nén 16i. N6 cam thdy lo au thap thom G six nhimg birc tuong da mat di ky
Uc ctia ching rdi thi sao? Gid sir khong con gi & d6? Minh c6 the chu du, n6 ty nhi, va Claerwen Ia cay diia phé cua ngai Mathonwy.

SAu bén trong tim grong sang I6a trudc méit nd, mot dai mau lay dong, mdt dai méu do nhat. Mot dwong van mau xanh 1 ciy xuat hign, ndi theo 1
nhitng duong van mau niu va mot duong mau vang div. Va gio thi ¢6 thé nhin thay ngai Amadis téc trang trong bd giap mau xam bac.

Van nhin xo4y vo burc tudng, Charlie chia ban tay trai ctia n6 ra lan tim ngai Otus. Nhitng ngon tay ctia ngai Otus dan vao nhitng ngén tay né. Chia tiép
ban tay phai ra, Charlie noi. "Claerwen, dwi isie mynd mewn."



Con buém tring hrét dén dau trén ngon tay tr6 cta Charlie va Charlie bét dau nhich gin honva gan hon dén nhitng hinh thi va méu séc dang tréu nguoi;
qua mdt man suong m, khong khi ngdt ngat, 101 xuyen qua thoi tiét bao t6, va di tiép, di tiép, mit n6 by gio' Am n6ng dnh mt troi, 101 lai bi tuyét quat
v0. N6 ¢6 thé cam thiy nhirng ngon tay cta nguoi khdng 16 bop chit ngdn tay n6, va rdi, nhur thé xuyén thimng qua bé miit ciia mot c4i hd déng bang,
Charlie thay minh lai & trong can phong c6 xura.

Ho dang ngdi bén ban, hét nhu An trede: hoang tir Amadis ngﬁ)i & dAu ban, vo ngai va con gai ngai dang nhin stmg v Charlie. Mot dira tré khac ngdi
quay lung lai Charlie; dira tré thir ba, c6 mai toc trang nhur tuyét, quay lai nhin nd. Va r6i, Charlie trong thiy ba Amoret - ba dang dtmg bén canh ngai
Amadis, mai toc den ctia ba 6m ldy grong niit phién muon.

Cao phia trén d4u, Charlie nghe thiy tiéng goi "Amoret!"

Ba ngude 1én va mdt ny cudi ngac nhién thiip sdng gwong niit ba.

Charlie cam thdy nhirng ngén tay ctia ngudi khdng 16 tudt ra khoi tay nd va n6 biét minh phai tré vé. "Chiing ta di ndo," né noi, ning Claerwen kén sat
miat. "God ni find."

Trong khi tr6i ra khoi khung canh 4y, Charlie thay mot nguoi dan 6ng tré 6mba Amoret vO vong tay ngai. Ngai nhic bong ba lén va quay tron, vat vay
mau do cta ba ludn cudn phoét qua ban tay ngai. Ba vi i dAu vao vai ngai va ngii pha Ién cuoi hanh phic. Nguwdi dan 6ng do c6 mai tdc mau hat de,
guong it dep nhur tac, manh m&. Ngii cao, rit cao - that ra B mdt nguoi khong 16.

Trude khi Charlie khuét tim it khoi ho, ngudi khong 16 bt gip mét né va nhimg 1i bi chet v& da qua nhig 1n song thoi gian. Ta cam on con.

Va 1di Charlie tro troi mot minh trong cin phong noi nhig birc tudng lich str sang loang hru gitr nhimng bi mat cta ching. Bang Iy ra né phai cam thiy
phan chén. N6 phén chén that, 16 tur nhu, boi vi nd da thanh cong, tuy nhién, khi chéch choac di xuong cau thang hep, mdt cam giac thit bai 4p trim lén
niém hanh phiic ctia n6. Lan cudi ciing & Lau Pai Guong ndy, ¢ Billy di cing v6i nd.

Charlie budc v6 cin phong noi né da gip nguoi dan dng ma nd trdng 1 ba minh. "Tai sao ba khong bao giy & ddy, ha ba?"' N6 néi véi hinh phan chiéu
cuia nd trong nhitng birc turong grrong,

Claerwen bay ra phia cira va Charlie theo sau, di xudng nhitng bac thang thily tinh nham, bing qua céi san Bp lanh va v dudng hdm & dudi chin tudng

Ong cau Paton dang ngdi trén mot phién d4, sat bén chiéc thuyén. Vira trong thiy Charlie di mot minh, 6ng lién dimg day va vay tay goi, "Thé i con
thanh cong roL."

Charlie gat dau.

"Trong nhu con khong chéc Fim nhi," Ong cau Paton n6i khi Charlie huréng t6i con thuyén. "Moi thir khong diing nhu ké hoach a?"

"Bring chir. That diéu ky. Nguoi khong 16 da tré lai va ba Amoret dang mim cuoi."

"Gioi qua." Ong cau v vai nd. "Ta can phéi th that 13 ta d4 c6 nhitg nghi ngd. D6 1 mdt str ménh phi thurong, Ta nghi i con mét roi."

"Hoi hoi thoi," Charlie ndi.

Ho leo v thuyé:n va Ong cau Paton be“i’t dau cheo ra khoi hon dao. Ho chwra dixa thi mbt con song khong 16 ’V(:) égn vao man thuyén, x6 nd nghiéng mit
cai that nguy hiém. Mat troi vut bién mat va bau troi toi sam lai véi nhitng dam my den gidn dit. Mot trang sam no ran, kéo theo mdt tran nura nhur trit
nudce.

Dagbert khong di theo chiing ta dy chir?" Charlie nhin nhing con séng dit ton.

"C thé 1a ké khéc, cha ctia nd. My Tilpin va c4i bong ludn ludn hop hre, khong nghi ngdr gi."

Va bon ching s& dién tiét v& viéc minh vira moi lim, Charlie nghi

Nhitng con séng tung cao hon nita, nhitng birc trdng nurde stmg simg théy con thuyén mong manh Ién va quat né xudng nhur thé n6 B mdt moén do choi.
"Ping Iy ra ta nén nghi t6i 4o phao,” Ong cau Paton kéu to qua tiéng nurde thét gao.

Con song ké tiép hat con thuyén it qua bén. Charlie tudt tay bam va cam thiy minh bj quing xudng bién. Han ta dimg hong quét minh di duge bang cai
nay, Charlie nghi, khi nhiing con séng sap dim dau né dén noi. Nhung it nhat minh ¢ lam xong mdt viéc.

"Charlie! Charlie, Bam lay!"

Khi né dudn ngudi én hop khong khi, Ong cau Paton tom By c6 tay n6. "C6 1én, ¢b 1én Charlie. Dimg budng," 6ng thét. "Ching ta sip t6i bo rdi, dimg
bo cudc!"

Charlie cam thAy hai ban tay ciia 6ng cau 16i ddng sau cai 4o jacket ctia 16, nhung séng cr tiép tuc tran qua déy 16 va n6 biét thir song nay m]én nhén
chim né. Bong nhién, nurde bat dau nAng nd én bén dudi ban chan nd. Roi mdt dong murde manh dm chét lay cang chan nd, gitt cho no thing bang, Tir



tir than ngudi n6 duoc nang 1én va, khi nd con dang lody hody tim cach bam cho duge con thuyén, thi nd di duoc diy gon gang vo bén trong,
Ong cau Paton chup Ay d6i méi chéo va mim curdi xudng v6i Charlie, dang niim dudi day thuyén. "Chiing ta t6i rdi, ban a," dng noi.

Hich ngudi ¢b ngdi day, Charlie thiy ho dang w6t qua mot con dudng nurée rong ém a, yén binh ngay trén bién. Hai bén thuyén, nhitng con séng van réo
Ao, tung Ién rét xudng véi nhing cdt nurde dang so, nhung dwong nhu ching khong thé ndo cham duoc dén con thuyén.

Ving bién xung quanh con thuyén I6ng lnh trong énh it troi va, ciing trong nhitng tia néing ruc & d6, Charie thinh finh thiy mdt déng ngudi ¢ trén vach
da. Tamdo ching ctia ngai tung bay trong gio, voi chiim 16ng chim trong nhu mdt lan miy dang chay.

"Hi¢p siP9," Charlie thét lén.

"Cai g?" Ong cau Paton ndi to, ra strc gung mai chéo; 40 khoac ctia 6ng u6t dam, Charlie nhdn thiy nhur vay.

"La hiép si. Hiép siPo. Con nghi ngai da ctru ching ta."

Ong cau Paton ngoai nhin qua vai. "Ta thiy ngai 4y roi. C6 1§ con néi ding ddy, Charlie."

Minh biét chéic chén ma, Charlie nghii Hiép siP6 da ciru ong chau minh.

Tir d6 tro di, ho hrdt qua hanh lang nurde mot cach hanh thong. Ho bude 1én bai da cudi va kéo con thuyén cét vo trong hang. Charlie cam thay minh s&
khong bao gio di ndt ndi quing duong vach da dung dimg, nhung vdi giong thuyét phuc ctia Ong cau Paton thiic giuc lién hdi, cudi cling né ciing ko dao
Ian inh xubng béi ¢ wdt & trén dinh doc.

Hiép siPo da diri.

"Sao ching ta khong thiy con ngura ctia ngai vay?" Ong cau Paton tyr hoi to thanh Ioi.

"Ba khong thé nhin hon d4o noi cac con ca ba chét," Charlie bao véi ong caund.

Ong cau Paton nhiu may, "Lam sao con biét diéu d6?"

"Billy hiéu 1 ba n6i."

"A, Billy," Ong c4u Paton thét Ién.

"Conudc gicod thé mang no trd V8, Ong cau Paton, nhung nd bi bo bua 101, con biét."

"Buia chii ¢6 thé giai duoc," 6ng ciu noi.

Khi vé dén cha dau xe mooe ho hong kho quéan 4o va nghi ngoi mot at. Ong cau Paton dua bo d6 di duong cia ong ma 6ng gilt ¢ trong xu cho Charlie
mac.ACharlie xan chiéc quan dai lén trén va dut chan v doi vo len cling dai ld}f)ng kém N6 c6t chat 4o somi lai bang day nit, nhung cai 4o jacket du trir
ctia Ong cau Paton thi ling thing trén ngurdi nd nhur mdt cai do khoac qua kho.

"Pugc 16i ddy," Ong cau Paton noi. "Tt nhat I con kho réo. Néu ching ta khoi hanh bay gior thi ching ta ¢6 thé vé dén thanh phd vao gid n t6i."

D6 khong phai i diéu Charlie mong ngéng, N6 nhé ngurdi khong 16 va nhé Billy. Nhung trén hét né so trd vé cai noi m sai Am ciia nd da gy nén mot
wu chét duoi - mdt noi ma nd s€ khong bao gio con thay Tancred nita.

Ho nghi chén tai mit quén tro mién qué va mua ca voi khoai tay chién. Charlie, trong bo 0 thing thinh, nhan dwoc nhitng c4i nhin ky cuc ctia dan dia
phurong, nhung sur quan tim ctia ho nhat di khi dén dom & trén tran quan nd tung, va Ong cau Paton xin 16i vi sur bét tién ny.

"Chi 14 do cup dién thoi, thira ngai," chil quan noi.

"Ta nghi 5ng s& nhan ra khong phai nhur vy dau." Ong c4u Paton mim cudi 4m 4p véi ngudi dan ong rdi éng véi Charlie budc ra, cdm chiic ca va khoai
tdy chién trong tay.

Khi ho ngdi trong xe thudng thirc m6n in nong hdi, mé ly, Charlie hoi ong cau né diéu gi da khién 6ng dao nay hay phai di xa va lai di lau dén thé.

"Ta dang lan theo mdt d4u vét," Ong cu Paton dép, "N6 dan ta t6i mdt noi mi chura bao gid ta biét B ¢6 tOn tai, nhung ta nghi ta da khém phd ra mjt
diéu cyc... cuc ky choang."

Charlie nhin Ién cho doi. "Céi gi a?"

"Ta tin réng Billy Raven déng Iy ra phéi thira ké toan b gia san ctia gia dinh Bloor. D6 B mot cau chuyén dai va phirc tap va ta biét ching ta s& phéi kho
khan gian kho Iam mdi chirng minh duoc diéu d6. Nhung ta say mé thach thire. Billy s& nhén lai dugc gia tai ciia no."

"Thé thi ching ta s& phai dira no trd lai," Charlie noi.



Ong cAu Paton nhin d{ra chau trai ctia minh mdt cach triu mén. "Ta tin chic 1 con s& am duge, Charlie.”

Sau khi ho dn xong, Charlie in ra ngi mé mét. N6 khong thirc ddy cho mai dén khi ho vé t6i thanh phé. Liéc nhin qua guong chiéu hau, n6 thiy Hiép si
D6 va con ngwa cia ngai dimg lai & dau cdy ciu da. Va khi Ong cau Paton 1& khoi con dudng chinh thi hiép st bién mit khoi tam nhin.

"Ching ta dang di dau day?" Charlie ngdi ddy va nhin 6ng ciu né, béi vi ho dang di én con dudng dbc mi ngudi ta goi 1 duong Di Cao.

"Chiing ta vira m6i duoe mdi dy mot bira ti," Ong cau Paton néi. "Ho da goi vao di dong ciia ta. Ta duogc bao rang do 1 mdt da tiéc an mimg"

"An mimg céi gi?" Charlie hoi.

"Ta tudng tuon ching ta s& biét ngay khi tdi d6."

Ho dingang qua nha gﬁa gia dinh Loom, noi dén trude xe ctia ho phan chiéu nhirng d6i mét hung ton ctia hai con ché san giéng Rottweiler, dang trimg
trimg nhin qua canh cong ¢6 thanh chan. Sau d6 ho didoc theo birc tuong cua biét thur Sage, noi Lysander song; di ticp nita va tiép nira, kén, kn doi
cao, cho t6i khi ho t6i manh san dan téi ngdi nha liéu xiéu va chudng gia stic, noi Gabriel va gia dinh nudi vit, ngdng, dé va chudt kiéng. Charlie dinh dinh
1 ong cAu s& lai xe vo trong san, nhung 6ng van di én tiép trén con dudng dbc cao, cho i khi mdt khu rimg lot vo tam nt.

Charlie ¢6 thé thiy canh cong dan t6i Ngoi Nha Sam. Khi ho tién t6i gan hon, dén trude xe chiéu 16 bon, khong nam chir, nam dang nguoi dang tira
ngudi vo thanh chén trén cing. Lysander cao vong Ién hét ca bon kia, nhung Charlie nhanh chong nhén ra nhitng dtra con lai: Gabriel, Fidelio, Olivia va
Emma. Va r6i nd thiy dra thir sau, ngoi chét vot & dang cudi canh cong, canh tay anh vay Ién r6i rit, tam 40 jacket ctia anh cudn cudn trong mot kin gi6
khong c6 ngai troi va mai toc vang cua anh sang ruc nhur deo virong mién gan ngdi sao.

"Tancred!" Charlie thét toang Ién sung sudng,
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