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Chuong 1
Charlie Bone sdng trong mot thanh phd 6m giir vo van diéu bi mat. Nhimg bi mét 4n gidu trong twong va chon viii dudi dét hang bao thé ky.

Thanh phd d6 ra doi cach day chin trim nim, bat dau tir mdt lau dai do t6 tién ctia Charlie 1 Vua Do xdy dung nén. Tén ctia Vua DO xudt phat tir tim
4o ching d6 ruc va hinh mit troi chiéu sang khac trén tam khién ctia ngai. Vua Dé 1a nguroi Phi chau; ngai ciing 1a mdt thay phap.

Khi hoang hiu yéu quy ctia nha vua, hoang hiu Berenice, qua doi, ngai di vio rimg dé than khoc. Ngai rat an tam khi mudi ngudi con ciia minh s an
toan trong tay ctia nhitng quan can than uyén bac va nhitng ba via hién lanh. V lai, mdi ngudi con clia ngdi déu dugc ban mot tai phép than ky.

Vao thoi do, virong qudc ctia ngai a mdt noi ddy bao hye va khong c6 luat phap — nan giét ngudi cudp clia hoanh hanh. Trén duc‘mgrvé nhd, ngdi nhin
thay can phai dem tai phép vo song ctia minh ra clru giip dan nghéo va nhiing ngudi bi ap birc. Lap tirc, ngai mic gidp sat, doi mil st cam chim long
do, sau d6 hoa phép ra mot thanh grrom bat kha chién bai va cudi ngyra x6ng pha di bao vé nhitng nguroi khon kho va nhitg ké than c6 the co.

Vua D6 diét trir bon bao cha, quan sat nhan va I quy toc ke cudp subt 5 nim Cubi ctng, khi ngai i v& dén lau dai, moi hay, ndm ngudi con cua minh da
trbn chay, con nimké & lai thi ding tai phép ctia minh di thon tinh nhimg quic gia lang gieng. Chinh nhitng nhimg con nay va chéu chét cia ho da bat
dAu lich str tang thuong va ddi bai kinh hoang ctia thanh phd. Khong thé ra tay danh dudi chinh cic con minh, nha vua tan nét tréi tim danh phai roi khoi
lau dai cua minh vinh vien.

Ba ndi Charlie cling ba ngudi em gii ctia ba ta dimg vé phe quy 4c. Trong thoi gian ba nd bi ém bu, ho tong n6 vao hoc vién Bloor, ngbi truong do mot
dong ho c6 qua khir cuc ky bao nguoc diéu hanh. Charlie luon luon phai e dé gia dinh Bloor va dng minh ctia ho, nhung, tinh cho dén nay, no da dap
tan moi Am muru de bep 16 ciia ho, boi vi xung quanh n6 ¢6 nhiéu ban bé 1 hau dué ctia Vua Do, uén ding tai phép phi thuong ctia minh dé tro giip no.

Riéng voi tai di vao qué khir ciia minh, Charlie dang dan kham phé nhiing bi mét ctia thanh pho. D6 1 mdt hanh trish nguy hiém, nhung Charlie ¢6 ban
be sat canh bén minh va ¢ niém tin sat da vao tai phép mudn doi ctia Vua Do.

KHONG HAN LA NGUOI

Hin 1A ban s& pgtﬁCharlie Bone 4u thét khi dé mét cha n6 1an thir hai, nhét 1 vao luc no chi vira rrr'n'timthfiy cha. HQ da cach mat murdi nAm rong —
nhirng nim bi ém yéu thudt, chti Lyell Bone chim dam trong sur quén Iang, khong thé nhé gi vé qua khir, thdm chi ké ca tén ctia minh cling quén

Lan nay, chi it Charlie ciing biét cha minh di d4u. Ba n6 dang dua me né di huong tuan triing mét Jan thir hai. Con gi sung sudng hon linh xa nhing ngiy
thang Hai mu, lanh Ifo d€ di xem ¢4 voi va ¢ heo nd gién ngoai bien ryc nang? Tat nhién ho ri Charlie di cing, nhung n6 da y nhi tir choi. Cha me nd
can duoc ¢ bén nhau, ngodi ra, ¢ nha nd con may viéc phai hoan thanh. C6 vai dieu bi an can lam sang to.

Lic nay ddy Charlie dang & ngoai cong ngdi nha noi né chio doi. D6 1 mot toa nha gach do, mai lop ngdi nghiéng dbc, co bon bac thang dan kén canh
cua trude mau xanh da troi. Charlie va me da roi ngdi nha nay khin 2 tudi, thanh ra n6 cha nhé chit gi vé chon nay. Ngay nhur cdi tén nha cling la lam
d6i véi nod: “Goc Kim Cuong” — toa lac trén goc phd Diamond va dai 1o Lyme.

Bay gios Charlie dai 12 tudi— mdt thing bé cao trung binh, tdc den bit xi1 va it néu miu qua 6c cho. Mt thing bé binh thuong vé moi phurong dién,
ngoai trir mot dieu: n 13 nguoi-di-vao-tranh, mot tai phép no thira hurong tir Vua Do huyén thoai.

Bimg bén canh Charlie la mdt ngroi dan 6ng cao Ion, nét mt rén roi, dep nhur tac va mai toc den thang, dai gin chim vai. Ong niic 4o khoac den, dai
va trim chiéc mii den rong vanh sup héin xudng, duong nhu dé che kin nit, mic dil trong budi chidu thir Bay u 4m nay khong c6 [y mbt tia ning mit troi
yéu 6t nhét.

“Phai stra nhiéu ddy,” ngudi dan 6ng nhan xét, nhin nhitng 16 hong den ngdom trén méi nha, noi nhitng miéng ngoi lop bi toe mit.

“Udc gi con c6 thé don vao diy ¢ ngay, Ong cau Paton &,” Charlie noi.
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“Con khong phai doi lau nira dau,” Ong cau bao 6. “Tuan téi  thy xay, tho son, thy 6ng nurde, va the lop mai sé bét dAu tu sira m.”

“Ching ta vao xem chit di.”” Charlie md cong va budc trén i di hep c6 moc tran lan. Ong ciu o theo sau, leng keng mdt chim chia khéa. Khi vao gin
hon, ho nhan thay c6 anh dén & mot trong nhiing ctra s6 tang dudi.

“C6 ngudi trong d6.” Charlie chay a0 én t6i cira. Ong cau dang & sau nd mdt bude lién phong véo qua cac bac thang va tra mdt chiéc chia khoa vao 6.
Canh ctra xanh da trdi md tung va Charlie bude vo trong.

M cii mdc ndng néc trong hanh lang, Vén 16t san 4m, bam kit bui, nhimg ménh gidy dan tudng bong tréc dinh king ling trén cac birc twong nhem
nhubc, den xi. Charlie c6 nhon chn nhe hét strc, nhung nhitng tAm van trin trui i rung 1én kén ket dudi timg budc di ctia nd. N6 voi vang mé mdt canh
cira bén trai va ng6 vo can phong hdi niy n6 thdy c6 anh sang, Tréng huo tréng hodc. Ong cau Paton hit du ra hiéu vé phia canh ctra khép ho & phia
kia cin phong, “Nha bép do,” 6ng thi thao.

Mt tiéng chan duoc nghe tlﬁy Khé ma biét no tir dau vong to1. Charlie bang xoet qua cén phong, nhu’ng budc chan ning né ciia 6ng cdu bam theo
Nhung ca nha bép ciing trong tro. Mot tiéng “rint” danh, git, im Charlie lao bén véo qua nha bép, vo 16i di hep. Canh cira sau mo toang, x6 danh am
vao birc turong phia sauné mot tiéng rung chuyén nixa. Mot ludng khi lanh 4p vao mit Charlie khi nd nheo mét dom ra ngoai troi. Vira vira kip lic cho
16 thiy hai bong den chui le qua quing hing rio gy & cubi viron.

“Hé!” Charlie hét 16n, chay buon qua thadm co va nhitng cay dai cao khd héo. Téi hang rao, nd nhoai ngudi ngd ra ngd hep ti ri. Nhung ké dot nhap da
bién mit.

“Chéc Ia nhimg ké lang thang.” Ong cau Paton d4 vio mot chdng bao cii & goc nha. “Vé thoi, Charlie.”
“Cho con Ién 1au di?” Charlie nén ni. “Con mudn xem minh ¢6 nhé cin phong minh timg ngii hay khong”

“Thi di.” Ong cau Paton theo Charlie 1én cau thang, Khi 6ng Ién t6i noi, Charlie dang dtmg nhin trén trdi vao hai canh cira trude niit nd. C6 thém hai
céanh ctra bat dau mdt hanh lang & bén trai nd, r6i mot canh nita & bén phai. N6 chon mt canh.

“Con nh¢ gidi qua, Charlie!”
“Con chi doan thoi,” Charlie n6i. N6 ddy mo canh cira do ra. “OI”

Khong thé di duge budc ndo vo phong. Tat ca van 16t san da bi d& sach. Tam thi dung dimg vao tuong, nhitng tim khéc lai ndm vt trén céc thanh rAm
hep do san nha.

“Quai la!” Ong cau Paton ghé nhin qua vai Charlie. “Ta khong biét i tho xay da bét dau roi.”

Hai 6ng chau nhin vao nhirng cén phong khac. Phong nao cling trong tinh trang trrong tur: van 0t san bi git tung 10i quéing bira bi vao goc nha hodc vit
véo trén nhitng thanh ram mong,

“Trong nhur ai d6 suc sao tim vat gi,” Charlie nhin xét.

“Mdt cude ling kiém tuyét vong,” 6ng cau dong y. “Ta tuwong turgng ho ciing birt tung san nha dudi lau én, nhung sau d6 da gin lai dé dé phong nguoi ta
phin v6 qua ctra s6.”

“Con khong thich nghi t6i viéc nguoi la Ién vo va dao boinha cii cia con,” Charlie ndi.

Khi di xuéng lau, ho cang mét tim xem c6 d4u hiéu mit bac thang bi burng di khong, Lan nay ho phét hién mit g tua xuéc, dinh bi nhd 1én va tay vin xuc
xich.

“Thé ny thi phai thay hét 6 khoa thoi,” Ong cau Paton ni khi hai 6ng chéu tré ra dimg ngoai duong. “Dé ta n6i chuyén voi nha thiu.”

Ho bit dau rio bd vé ngdi nha sb 9, dudng Filbert. Ong cau Paton mai nght vé bon xam pham nén quén bang i dén duong dang sang, Trude khi
Charlie kip canh bao, 6ng da vo tinh ngudc 1én va bong dén phia trén dau ng kéu bup mdt phét, nd tung,

Ong cau Paton chiii ngwdi né trdn mura thiy tinh doi xudng dau minh. “Chén qua! Chén qua!” ong gim to. “Ai can imké ting 4p co chir!”

Ong cau Paton Yewbeam, mOt hiu dué khac nita cia Vua Do, thira hurong mot tai phép khong may. Chi can ong hoi hec vao mot bong den dang chay,
duno6 ¢ trong ctra sO, trong nha dén, trén duong phd, hay tai nha minh, thi tat yéu nd van cir tang stre nong lén dén do nd tan bong dén. Vi vay nén Ong
cau Paton rat it khi ra khoi nha vao ban ngay. Pén giao thong, dén xi-nhan 6-t6 va dén cira s6 bay hang luén ¢ nguy co hirng chiu tai phép khdn kho
ndy ctia ong. Ong thiy diéu nay that bat tién cho minh.

Lan ndy tai nan ctia Qng cau Paton da dé 16 ra mot sy viéc. Trong chdp 16e sang vut chiéu con dudng, hai hinh hai bi nhin thiy dang ltp cip bén mot
hang rao. Khoanh khac d6 kéo dai khong toi mdt gidy nhung gwong miit ho dd in ddm trong tam tri Charlie. Trong ho... khong han 1a nguoi.

Charlie chép m¥t trurée con mura thily tinh doi xubng ddu 6ng cu. Khiné mod mit ra thi hai hinh hai d6 da bién mat.



“Mau Ién, Charlie, chiing ta mau ra khoi ddy kéo c6 ngudi thdy ching ta.” Ong cau Paton chdp canh tay Charlie va 16i n6 di khoi hién truong,

“C6 nguoi da nhin thiy ching ta rdi, Ong cAu Paton. Con nghi d6 ¢6 thé 1 bon ho. Ttre nhitng ké dot nhap nha con. Nhung ho khong hin 1 nguoi. Néu
ong hi€u y con.”

“Ta khong hiéu.” Ong cau Paton tim chét canh tay Charlie hon. “Nhanh lén! Nhanh ra khoi day!”

Charlie thiy minh bi 16i xéch qua dudng. Mot chiée xe lao t6i bop mdt tiéng cdi canh bao va Ong cau Paton voi gidt n6 én via heé.

“Con bao khong-han--ngudi nghia i sa0?”” Ong c4u Paton kéo thup vanh non xudng. Bay gio' ca miii ctia 6ng ciing bi che khut.

“Ho quéi dan lim, Ong cdu Paton,” Charlie thd hong hoc. “Con khong thé giai thich.”

“C6 lén,” 6ng cau ra kénh. “Ta mudn biét ching ta dang ddi ph6 véi loai sinh vat gi.”

Ong cau Paton di tiép voi toe do Iuét gié thurong 1 clia minh. Charlie phéi cim 6 chay timg chip cho kip ong. “Chan 6ng dai gip doi chan con.”

“Ta mudn ngin cach minh véi dén dudng,” Ong cau Paton git. Ong r& mot goc phd va chdm bude lai. “Nao, ¢b lan nita coi. Cai gi khién ho khong phai
1a ngudi, Charlie?”

“Trude tién 1 ho c6 1ong. ROi mit ho... mit ho, &, con nghi khéc xa mét ngudi. Ching giéng it cho... hodc, hoic...”

“S6i?” ong cau goi nhéc.

“Chic vay,” Charlie than trong, “Néu mit s6i mu vang.”

“Hirm. Sao ta c6 linh camnha Bloor lién quan t6i vu nay? Néi ta coi, ba ciia con c6 nhiic dén viée dé lai vat gi d6 ¢ ngdi nha cii khong?”

“Khong a. Nhung c6 rét nhidu thir ba con d& quén rdi.” Charlie mim cui mot minh. Ba n6 nhé tén me n6 va tén ba a du. “Tuy nhién, trf nhé ctia ba con
dang dan trd lai. Mo6i ngay lai c6 mot dieu mdi bat khoi dau ba. Co € khi di nghi vé, ba con s€ phuc hoi hoan toan.”

“Va d6 a diéu bon ching lo s¢.” C)ng cau Paton dung khung lai.

“Aia? Cai gi co?” Charlie hoi.

“Nghe ndy, Charlie. Ai ny tin ring Manfed Bloor thoi mién ba cta con la boi vi chir a ay gy tainan cho o Ezekiel. Nhung ta ngam thiy con nhleu lydo
hon thé nira. Ta tin i ba ciia con dang glau mdt vat ma gia dinh Bloor mudn c6. Rét c¢6 thé bon ching hy vong 1 dudi strc thoi mién, chi Ay s& tiét 16 noi
cat n6. Nhung diéu nay khong xay ra. Dén by gio ho lai so ba ctia con s& nhé va timra cai vt do trude bon ho.”

Charlie khong thé hinh dung ndi diéu gi khién 6ng cau di ¢én két ludn nhu vay. Nhung dau oc C)ng cau Paton von hay lan tim van dé. Ong dang viét lich
str Vua Do, va can phong riéng ctia 6ng chat ctiing nhitng quyén sach khong 16 vé tat ca nhiing dé tai Charlie tirng nghe néi toi, cling nhu vé biét bao dicu
n6 chua tirg nghe bao gio.

Puong Diamond ndm & ngoai § thanh phd, Charlie va ng cau phai dibd gAn mdt tiéng moi vé tdi nha. Lic d6 bong chidu d 4p xudng va swrong mir day
dac dang bo qua cac con phd. That la, khong khi thoang mii nudi, méc dii bién céch xa noi ndy ft nhat 1 30 dam

Bi ngoai ctia Charlie, ngoai Maisie, don ho tan cira. Vé mit ba nhur vira bi choang séc ghé gém. “Ba Bone vé 1di,” ba thi thim, tit dén hanh lang di,
ngan ngira Ong céu Paton gay tai nan.

“Vé 1612 Ong cau Paton n6i to. “Céi quai quy...”
“Suyt!” ngoai Maisie dua mdt ngdn tay lén moi. “Vao nha da.”

Charlie va 6ng cau theo ngoai Maisie vio nha bép. Ban in da don sin va trong khi miic stp ra ba c4i t, ngoai Maisie ké cho ho nghe v& chuyén tro vé
dot ngdt cua ndi Bone.

Noi Bone Ia chi gii ctia Ong cAu Paton. Hon 6ng t6i hai muoi tudi va ho chéing bao gios thuéin hoa vdi nhau. Ba ta thim chi con khong wa nguoi con trai
duy nhat ctia minh, tirc la ba ctia Charlie. Ngay khi chi dy tré vé sau mur6i nam bi cam ti trong hoc vién Bloor, ndi Bone lién khén goi ra di— dén song
voiba c6 em gai & cudi mit con hém tdi tam, bat 6n tén 1a Ngach Toi. Charlie d& hy vong s€ khong bao gio phdi nhin thiy ba ta lan nita chi.

“‘Mu ta van cﬁ)n gitt chla khéa,” ngoai Maisie ké. “‘Mu hungh6 divao, thay phich gic") v0 hanh lang va hét ‘:l"a vé lail’ ‘Sao vay?’ ta hoi. Hur, thoang nhin
da biet c6 dieu khong on 1oi. ‘Al cling nghi chac 1a ba tiéc Iam,” muy ndi. “Pung thé. Toi tudng ba don di han chir,’ ta lién dap nhu vay.”

Charlie bat cuoi khic khich.
Ong c4u Paton hoi, “Nhung Iy do ctia ba ta |3 gi, ba Maisie? Tai sao ba ta tré v&?”

“Vidam cudil” ngoai Maisie noi.



“Cuoi ai?” C)ng cau Paton hoi voi.

“Em 1t ctia my, Venetia. Tuln sau ba ndy s& cudi chng ”

Charlie bi sic stp. “Ba c6 Venetia? Nguoi quai quy ndo trén doi lai mubn cudi ba ta nhi?”

“Cé déy, Charlie cung,” ngoai Maisie n6i. “Nhung ching miy chdc gi dan ong toi nghiép do6 s& hdi tiéc vé ngiy nay cho ma xem.”
“Quaila,” Ong cau Paton nhin ngoai Maisie tran tran, khong tin noi.

“N6i Bone rét c4u tiét,” ngoai Maisie ké tiép, “Nhung hai ba em kia thi tng ho hoan toan.”

“Phinr.” Ong cau Paton thdi stp ctia minh, chic hin né dau co néng, boi vi ong da nudt chimg gan chuc mudng rdi ma dau kéu ca g. Ong dang ¢b khong
dé 1 ra, nhung ai ciing c6 thé thdy 6ng dang cuc ky hoang mang va bang hoang thét sur.

Bdn ba chi ctia Ong c4u Paton déu x4u xa nhu nhau. Ho cim thil ong em duy nhét ctia ho; ca doi ho hanh ha 6ng chi vi ong bat dong nhitng quan diém
dao durc ciia ho va luén bay to dirt khoét cho ho biét diéu d6. Ca bon chi emnha ho déu dé tién, han thi, hdng hach, ron leo va tham lam. Qua tinh,
Charlie khong sao tim dii 1i dé dién ta cho hét ho kinh khing dén & ndo. Khong ai trong bon ho timg bao gior ndi mot 1oi tir & véi Charlie, chir dimg
ndi 12 tang qua sinh nhat nd, dac biét 1 ndi Bone.

Ngoai Maisie ém phén hip dan nhét trong ban thong bao ctia minh dén phit cubi moi bat ngd tung ra. “Diéu té nhat i gi d6 da c6 con rdi. Hai nguoi
nghi gi vé dicu nay?”’

“Cé con!” Charlie ring minh. “Tdi nghiép bon ching. Hay tirong twong ba ¢6 Venetia 1a me minh!”
“That qua quéit.” Ong cau Paton nging phét d4u lén.
Charlie quay lung ra ctra nén khong thiy noi Bone dang budc ti tir ding sau no.

“Ta mimg réing ta khong phéi o me méy,” ndi Bone hiin hoc. Mu ding ding budc t6i ti lanh, mo ra. “Chiing 6 gi trong ddy,” mu phan nan. “Ché c6 g
ngoai pho mat va xuong 6i. Khong paté, khong sot mayonnaise va tham chi khong ca mii ¢ hoi.”

Negoai Maisie thd dai danh swot. “Lam sao t6i biét ba xudng day Ring suc, v6i cai bung cau ky va cai mom kén chon ctia ba? Ngdi xubng di, Grizelda, dé
t6i muc cho ba mdt it sip nam.”

“Thoi, cam on.” Noi Bone tha ngudi danh rim vao chiéc ghé bap bénh gin bép 1.

Ong c4u Paton nhian mit. Ong da dinh virt chiéc bap bénh d6 di rdi. Xua nay c6 ai ding t6i nd. N6 1a sy nhic nhé khong ngimg vé su ¢ mit am dam
ctia ndi Bone. Phai chi 6ng nghi sém va da chét nd ra lam cti ttr hom trude.

Cot! Ket! Cot! Ket! Cot! Ba ta nim d6, mét nhim lai, diu rut vao cim Cot! Ket! Cot! Ket! m thanh du strc im vén cuc mén sup.
“Thi ra,” Ong c4u Paton méi moi tim duroc 101, “t6i nghe n6i ba bt hoa véi cac em, Grizelda.”

“Ching ciing 14 chi ctia may,” my dop lai. “Cudi chong! Xoi, ta chua bao gio nghe chuyén 16 bich dén viy. Venetia da ndm muroi hai tudi roi. Déng ra nb
phai dep bo cai viéc dai loai thé tir nhi€u nim trude co.”

“Pai loai nao?”’ Charlie héi.
“Purng xac xurge!” ba ndi nd mang,
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Charlie an xong stp thi ding Ién. “Con c4 12 ba s€ di khi ba con trd ve,” né noi.

“Hir, bon may s& dén sfr)ng’é Goc Kim Cuong Am cting kia ma.” Mu thay cho Charlie anh nhin lanh 180 nhét ctia mu. “Nhung ma xem ¢4 voi ¢6 thé rat
nguy hiém Khong chirng han cha bao gio...”

Charlie khong chd nghe ba ndi ndi ndt cau. “Con qua nha Ben choi ddy,” né hét to, chay ra hanh lang va xoc 4o khoac vao.
Negoai Maisie goi voi theo, “Charlie, troi ti rdi cung, Pumg dé y ba Bone. Ba 4y n6i vy chir cha c6 y gi dau.”

“C6 déy,” Charlie lim bam. N6 rdi nha, chay bang qua dudng t6i nha s6 12 va nhan chudng. Puong Filbert ludn im ang vao gio ndy Cha Nhat. Chi ¢6
vai chiéc xe chay ngang qua, con via h¢ vang teo. Nhung Charlie cam thay n6i gai dang sau gay, mach bao n6 c6 ai d6 dang nhin minh.

“Le, le 1én.” Charlie nhén chuong lan thir hai.

Benjamin Brown m6 ctra. N6 nho hon Charlie vai thang tudi va nho con hon nhidu. Mai toc vang hdn don ctia né tring y véi méu 1ong con chd dimg bén
canh, vay dudi r0i r.



“Minh vao dugc khéng?” Charlie hoi. “Néi Bone wira trd vé.”

Benjamin hiéu ngay tip Ir. “Tai hoa lim sao! Minh dinh dua Hat B4u di dao déy. Pi khong?”

Bit ké diéu gl cling 6t hon mot budi tdi trong cing nha véi ndi Bone. Charlie lién nhip budc bén canh Benjamin khi théing nay hudng vé phia cong vién.
Vi nhimg tiéng st han hoan, Hat B4u chay vong quanh hai thiing bé, sau d6 phong thuc mang trén con duong t6i. Benjamin khong thich dé vuot tim
miét khoi con chd. Du biét thé 1 minh lo Eing khong can thiét. Ba me n6 uon dan n6 hay tuoi tinh Ien, nhungBenjarrmkhongthe ndo khac di ban tinh
ctia minh duoc. Ngoai ra, mdt min swong mi dang bo vao phd — mit min swong bét thurong, thoang mii mudi.

Charlie thdng vai xubng, Lai nita rdi. VAn cam gidc gai gai ky quiic bén dudi c6 o. N6 dumg lai va ngodi nhin ra sau.

“Gi vay, Charlie?”” Benjamin hoi.

Charlie ké cho ban nghe vé nhitng nguoi nhung khong-gidng-ngudi né da thiy gin Goc Kim Cuong,

“Dém nay khong c6 gi binh thudng ca,” Benjamin run rdy. “Chura bao gid minh ném thdy mii mubi trong swong,”

Va rdi chiing nghe thdy tiéng tru— & rét xa, nhung diing B mot tiéng tru. m thanh d6 nghe hoi giong tiéng ngudi, nhung khong phii tiéng ngudi. Lan dau
tién ké tr khi ba me di nghi, Charlie wéc gi ho dumg di xem ca voi.

Hat Péau hoc tdc trd lai chd hai thing bé. Long xit dung Ién nhur 16ng nhim.

“Vi tiéng tru d6 do,” Benjamin bao. “Minh da nghe thiy mot lan roi. N6 khién Hat Dau hoang hét, méc dii binh thuong Hat Dau von khong so cai gi ca.”
Khong lau sau, Charlie nhan ra ¢6 mdi lién quan giira tiéng tru déing xa va sinh vat khong-han-1-ngudi hinh nhw dang di theo 16.

Nhung con vé mén suong c6 mudi lai 1 diéu hoan toan khéc.

NHOUNG KE LA TU BIEN KHOI

C6 hai ké la mit da vao thanh pho trong budi chiéu Chir Nht budt gi4 hom dy. Ho dén bing dudng song. Bo lai con thuyén neo dudi mot cay ciu, ho
leo bo song doc 1én duong cai. Ho di chuyén bang nhiing cir dong chao dao ky la nhu thé dang gitt théng bang trén boong tau. i t6i dau ho kéo mbt
man suong mi theo dén do: thir swong mi1 gid tao, dugm mii muodi, lam cho chim chéc im tiéng va khién khach qua dudng bat ho vao tan trong long
nguc ma khong cudng lai dugc.

Ngudi nho hon trong hai ngudi la 1a mot thing bé chimg 11 tudi, it xanh bién tréng nhur tang bang troi ngdm dudi nude. Mai toc dai chdm vai ciia n6
méu ndu luc, bét xin, hoi quin mot nep D cao ding do tudi ctia minh, nhung da 16 tai nhot, mdind hau nhu khong c6 méu. N6 chong chanh di qua
nhirng con duong rai soi, v6i vé quyét tim, khong gi lay chuyén trén bd méit mong quet.

Cha thing bé c6 doi mit lanh tro' giéng nhur it nd, nhung mai toc dai ctia hin ta diém nhimg vét tring. Tén hén B Lord Grimwald.

Khi ho dén nhing bic thang dan ién hoc vién Bloor, théing bé dimg lai. Mét n6 dén vao nhimg birc trong xim do so v déo lén hai toa thap ¢ hai bén 16i
vao. “Di tir bién tdi ddy xa qua,” nd néi bang giong du duong dén khong ngo.

“Con phéi hoc céch séng khong bién mot thoi gian.” Giong ngudi dan ong c6 tiéng doi ctia hang dong dm udt.

“Puge.” Thing bé thoc mdt tay vao tiii quan Ve yén long hién ra trén khudn mét n6 trude sw tiép Xtc d chiu v6i nhitng linh vat bién. Trong tii, n6 mang
theo mdt con c4 vang, mdt con nhim bién va méy con cua vang. D6 14 qua tang tir ngudi me qua cd, dugce am tir vang tim thiy trong nhimg con tau dam
dudi bién sau. “Dagbert, nhitng linh vat bién ndy s& gitip con song s6t,” me né da thi thim v6i nd. “Nhung con khdng bao gior durge cho cha con biét vé

ching.”

Khi thing bé bt dau Ién cAu thang, cha n6 n6i, “Dagbert, nhé 1i ta dzin ddy. Phai c6 tyr kiém ché.”

Dagbert dirg bude va quay lai nhin cha. “Ngd nhd con khong thé thi sao?”

“Con budc phai. Ching ta ¢ day giip con.”

“Cha thi giip. Con con thi hoc.” Dagbert quay dauva bude n hét~c§}1 thang. Cap gio dai dua n6 bang qua manh san gach chi voi vai sai chan liéu xiéu,
ticp theo, no git soi day xich treo canh canh cira d6i d6 s6 bang go s6i. Mot tiéng chudng lanh lanh cat kén dau d6 sau tham bén trong toa nha. Dagbert
sam soi nhitng hinh ngudi bang dong kham trén cac canh ctra.

“Ho xua hon cd toa nha.” Lord Grimwald ra ngon tay khéip hinh mdt nguoi dan ng cim céi gi trong nhur mdt tia chop. “To tién ciia ching ta do,
Dagbert. Nhé day. Ching ta dang ndi vé Petrello, ngudi con thir ndm ctia Vua P6.”

MO0t trong hai canh ctra loang xoang mo ra va mot nguoi dan dng xuét hién. D6 1 mdt 2 luyc ludng, dAu troc 16¢, mit vuong banh va mit nhé i, vo hon.
“Gi ha?”” Han hoi.



“Ching t6i ¢6 hen,” Lord Grimwald tuyén bd mdt cach ngao man.

“Tén la Grimwald?” Mt g3 dan 6ng hip lai.

“Chlr mi trong cho ai khac a?”

G4 dan 6ng im bdm “Chac!” va md canh cira rong ra hon. “Thé thi vo di”

Cha va con di theo tim phan thit qua mot tlen sanh dai lat da phién t6i mdt canh cira an vao mdt trong nhitng burc tuong p van go 501 “Thép nhac,” ké

dan dudng thong béo, xoay mot cai vong sat. Canh ctra bat mo va hén dan hai ngudi khach vao mot hanh lang thép sang limit. O cudi hanh lang ho di
vo mdt cin phong hinh tron rdi leo mdt cau thang xody tron dc. Lén hét quing cau thang thir nhét, ho & phai va budc vao mdt hanh lang trai tham day.

“Vin phong ca tién si & ctra thir hai bén trai,” gil gac cong dau troc n6i. “Bing nhu 6ng ndi, 6ng c6 hen. Gia dinh Bloor dang ¢ trong d6. Ca ba ngudi.”
“Tén g?” Lord Grimwald hach sach. “Ta mu6n biét nhimg chi tiét ny.”
“Weedon: gic cong, lai xe, tap vu, im virdn. Vay dii cho ong chira?” Hén nén gt tr6 lai cu thang,

“Dd lao xuoc.” Nude da xanh réu ctia Lord Grimwald chuyén thanh mau xin xit ctia dat nung, Khi tién sat dén cira vin phong, hdn ta nén thing Ién do
vai nam dam, thay vi gd ctra lich sy nhur & truong hop khac chac han han da lam

“V6 dil” hai giong vang Ién cting liic, mdt tram duc va ngao man, con giong kia rit 1én ham ho.

Lord Grimwald va con trai budc vao phong. Ho théy minh ¢ trong mt can phong u dm, xép day sach, c6 mot nguoi dan 6ng to cao dimg dang sau ban
viét. Canh bén ban la mbt sinh vat gia khom ng01 trong xe lan Toan than o quén tot trong mdt tAm chin ca-r6, dau doi mii den hlnh tron, om sat cai
hop so 0 xuong. Tir d6 1i ra miy dai toc tring thong xudng t6i vai, trong twong soi sap. Pang sau o, mdt 1 suwéi dun cti cung cap hoi 4m va chit
mau séc sinh dong cho céan phong,

“Lord Grimwald.” Tién si Bloor budc vong qua ban va bit tay khach. “Han hanh gip ong. Toi k tién si Bloor, higu trung. Toi tin k cudc hanh trinh ctia
ong khong duoc thoai mai cho lam”

“Ching t6i dén bang duodng bién.”
“Khong thé ndo. Ching toi cach bién nhidu dam mé,” sinh vét trong xe kin én tiéng,
“Ching t6i da di xa hét sirc cho phép rdi sau d6 chéo thuyén qua song.” Lord Grinwald bét ban tay nhur mong vudt thd ra khoi tim chén ca-ro.

“Ta 2 ngi Ezekiel,” o gi cbc dé noi. “Ta mot tram lé mdt tudi. Thé ndo? Trong khong t6i tudi d6, nhi?”” Khong cho i dép lai, o tiép, “Ra day B
thang bé.” LAo thdp lay tay Dagbert.

“Tén n6 1a Dagbert,” Lord Grinwald bao vdi o khom “Né c6 nhiéu tén khéc nira, nhung ching t6i quyét dinh ho ctia né 1 Endless1.”

“Boi vi tén t6i vinh ciru nhu dai duwong,” Dagbert khong hé nao ning khi nhirng ngdn tay minh bj vo trong mdt ban tay xurong xau. That ra n6 khong nhin
lio Ezekiel Anh mit né bi hit vao mot hinh thu trong gbc phong, tim hyp va sam t01, ngoanh mt khoi nhirg vi khach, méc dun6 tao an tuong la dang
cham chu lang nghe khong sét 101 nao. Dagbert méi chil muc t6i hinh thi sat khi d6 dén noi quén kiém soat ban than.

Nhimng ludi ra trong vi 10 hiu héit rdi tit ngdm. Mot min swong nhdp nhap tran vao phong, va nhitng quyén sach miu mde giang kin céc birc tudng bi
tam dAm trong anh sang bién ky quai.

“Ma quy gi thé nay?” Lio Ezekiel vot miéng, kéo tAm chin vo sat nguoi hon.

“D6 1 phép ctia n6,” Lord Grimwald than nhién ndi. “Chéing bao lu nita Dagbert s& phét huy hét quyén néing, va tai phép ctia né s& manh hon ta.”
“That thé w?” Tién si Bloor wdc lrong thing bé. “Mot y nghi ching thodi mai cho 6ng, 6ng Lord Grimwald a.”

“Khong déu. Dagbert s& khong bét tuan. Néu thé n s& chét. N6 biét 16 diéu nay.” Lord Grimwald n6i nhur thé con trai khong hé c6 mit trong phong,
“Ta khong muon ¢6 con,” hén tlep, “Nhung rdi thi phép la nay xay dé dén,” hén chi Dagbert, v ta thay minh khong the tach khoi diéu d6. Dong ho ciia ta
binguyen rua, ong biét ddy. HE khi ndo mdt dira con trai dat t6i t6i da cong lire, n6 s& quay qua chdng lai cha né, rdi thi mdt trong hai cha con s& co
ngudi chét. Nhung ching t6i, ta va Dagbert, da c6 mot hiép wdc, s& luén luon hop tac ciing nhau. Phai khong, Dagbert?”

Dagbert git dau v6i cha mdt cai cut lin.

“Nao, Dagbert, hay tu chi!”

Dagbert mim cudi. Anh sang bién nhat di, nhitng khuc cii trong 16 kéu Iéo xéo va bing chay tro lai.

“Tht vi.” Tién si Bloor nhiu méy v6i thing bé. “Mién 1 n6 sir dung tai phép ctia né ding chd.”



“Hay dé mit t6i n6 giimta,” Lord Grinwald noi, “Va ta s& im nhimg gi 6ng mubn.”

“Chiing t6i s& xép 16 vao phong ngil chung ctia Charlie Bone,” o Ezekiel ha hé.

“Xin mdi c4 hai ngudi ngdi xudng,” téén si Bloor n6i. “Dagbert, [y miy chiéc ghé canh ké sach lai day.”

Thiing bé kéo hai chiéc ghé lai gin ban trong khi tién si Bloor tiép, “Charlie Bone dang tré' nén manh ngoai tim kiém soat. Can phai gd cwong n6 lai.”
“Chéu c6 thé im diéu do, thira ngai.” Dagbert ngdi xudng ghé canh cha no.

Léan d4u tién ké tir khi nhimg vi khéch t6i, c4i hinh this trong bong tbi day mit ra anh sang. Lord Grimwald v6 y the hdc Ién, nhung con trai hén ta tr mét
nhin grong mit bi tan pha cia Manfred Bloor bang vé hai hing pha 1an khodi chi. Bén vét seo Ion chay tir duong ngdi t6i cimctia ngum thanh nién. Mi
mét héin nhim nhiu nhitg miii khau va mdi trén bi x4ch ngwoc 1én thanh hai phén, khién cho bo mit hin mang vé quau quau vinh vién.

“Khimg khiép ha?” Lio Ezekiel ng6 quanh lai thing chét ctia minh. “Nhung ching ta s& tra thi ching, Manfred.”

“Sao lai ra thé?” Lord Grimwald hoi.

“Lii meo,” tién si Bloor dép.

“Me0?” Lord Grinwald kip lai, khong tin noi.

“Nhitng con bao,” mdt giong ding duc tir phong vang vong ra.

“Chiing xé toac c¢6 hong nd,” tién si Bloor ha thép giong. “MBbi tiéng n6i ra déu khién nd dau dén.”

“Nhitng con bao.” Mit Dagbert van chura rdi khoi bo it bi hiy hoai.

“Nhitng con bao ctia Vua D9,” lai céi giong ghé so do.

Dagbert quay qua cha. “Ching ta 1a con chdu cua Vua D3.”

Cha né gat dau. “Chinh vi vay ching ta & day.”

“Vay | mi biét céu chuyén vé Vua D6?” Lao Ezekiel lin xe lai gan Dagbert. “Mi biét 1 khi vo ngai mét, nha vua vao rimg than khoc chi ¢6 i béo di
ctng, Nhung mi ¢6 biét ngai da bién i bao d6 thanh méo khong? Nhing con méo bét tir, 1ong ching sang nhur kira, 1l meo d6 xuat hién trong moi the hé
dé dong hanh voi nhitng dura tré khude tir sy kiem soat.” Gigng o Ezekiel ri Ién gidn dit. “Chinh chiing. Nhiing con me¢o d6 da hiy hoai chit cta ta.”
“Tai sa0?” Dagbert hoi, rit can dam true ndi cudng dién ciia o gia.

“Charlie Bone,” cai giong cay cii trong bong t6i tra 1oi.

“Ding, Charlie Bone,” tién si Bloor thira nhan. “Cit cho 1 n6 ¢6 ctru cha n6, nhung Bm ra ndng ndi ndy...” ong hiéu trudng vung tay vé phia con trai.
“Ong da timra céch trimg phat Charlie Bone chira?”” Lord Grimwald hoi.

“Chung t6i hy vong ong ¢6 thé gitip chiing t61.” Tién s Bloor thé' phili ra. “Charlie ¢6 ban bé, ong biét ddy, dam ban c6 phép hing manh. Ching n6 dinh
nhau nhur hd.”

“HO c6 thé bj lodng,” Dagbert ling lng noi.

Mot bau thinh lang kinh ngac theo sau 161 nhdn xét nay. Gla dinh Bloor danh gi4 Dagbert bang mbi quan tamrrm Nhung 4nh mét thing bé dang b1 ghim
gitt trong d6i miét stit seo dang nhin ra no tir trong bong ti, va tit ca moi ngudi trong phong déu cam nhdn mdi day vo hinh dugc hinh thinh tirc the gitta
Dagbert Endless va Manfred Bloor.

Ezekie} mlm cuoi thoa mén. Tin}g ¢6 nhidu dl'ra} tré duoc ban ph,ép thuét hoq 6 hoc vién Bloor; khong thiéu dtra doc dia mdt cach dang hai long, nhung
ldo chdc chan chua dira ndo chét ngudi nhur thang bé phuong Béc cd doi mat bang troi ndy.

Lord Grinwald dimg day va bat dau di chuyén trong phong bang kiéu di lao ddo quai dan ciia minh. “Vay [ ong s& gido duc con trai ta. Thé con ta s&
phai lam gi cho 6ng?”

“A, bay gidr chiing ta di vao mAu chét vin d&,” 1o Ezekiel ho hoi. “Ong c6 thé diéu khién bién ca, Lord Grimwald. Mot tai phép khong ai bing, néu ta
¢6 thé noi thé.”

Lord Grinwald nghiéng d4u trong khi van tiép tuc liéu xiéu trong phong,

Tiéq siBloor noi, “Cha ctia Charlie, Lyell Bone, hién gio dang ¢ ngoai bién. Hin di huéng tudn tring mét 1an thir hai véi vo | Amy. Va bon ching da
quyet dinh s€ di xemca voi.”



“Xem ¢4 voil” 1o Ezekiel cudi Iuc cyc. “Bon ngd ngin. Ching dang 6 trén mOt con thuyén bé teo, song s& danh thuyen cua ching nghiéng nga, den khi
mdt con séng cao nhét, 16n nhét, rong nhit s& dim con thuyén xubng ddy dai dwong, cho Lyell va Amy méi méi nm lai dudi ddy. Ong nghi sao vé diéu
do, Lord Grimwald?”

“Ta c6 thé m diéu d6 cho ong” Lord Grimwald dimg burde va ngdi xudng. “Nhung cho ta hoi, ngodi trimg phat Charlie Bone, con ¢6 1y do nio khéc
ma 6ng muon dim chét Lyell Bone?”

“BAN DI CHUC!” ¢4 tién si Bloor va o Ezekiel cting ddng thanh.

“Ban di chic?” Lord Grinwald hoi.

“NG xua, xura Bmrdi, nhung van con hie::u Tue,” Iao Ezekiel noi “Do, ong t?mg t6 clia ta, Septinus Bloor, 1ap nim 1865, ngay trude khi chét. Lio éy dé
lai moi thir: nha, viron, 1au dai trén bai dg‘) nat, nhitng tai san vo gia, tat tat... tat tit cho con gai 3o 1a Maybelle va bon thira ké ctia my. Nhung ba di cuia
ta, Beatrice, la mbt phu thiy. Beatrice rat cam ghét Maybelle, nén dé dau doc Maybelle va lam gia m6t ban di chic khac. Ban di chic nay, ban gia do,
d¢ lai tat ca moi thir cho 6ng ndi ta, Bertram. Ong dy d€ lai tat ca cho cha ta, sau d6 cho ta. Beatrice khong mu6n gi cho minh ca — ba ay thdy Maybelle
chét va thay con cai mu bo vo song nho trai t€ ban la mfin nguyén roi.”

“Thir 16 cho sur cham hiéu ciia ta, ngai Bloor, nhung dau 1 vin d82”” Lord Grimwald xde tay ra. “Duong nhur ban di chiic that khéng con tn tai nita.”

“Nhung c6 ddy, n6 van ton tai,” o Ezekiel thét gao. “C6 ké da tim thiy n6, d6 1 Rufus Raven, chét ctia Maybelle. Hén da trao cho vo hén, Ellen, ngay
trong ngay cuoi.”’

“Trao ban di chic?”’ Lord Grimwald hoi.

“Khong, khong chinh xac k& ban di chiic. Ellen dugc trao chiéc hop dung béan di chiic,” tién si Bloor gii thich. “Chia khoa da mét va 6 ta khong thé md
duoc chiec hop, nhung Ellen duge ban phép nhan bict... d6 vat. Co ta doan trong hdp chira mdt thir cye ky quan trong.”

“Bon ta tin ring Rufus da trao chiéc hop cho Lyell Bone giit cho an toan,” o Ezekiel ndi. “Ching 1 ban néi’khé ctia nhau, hén va Rufiss 4y. Bon ta da
thuong hrong, q& c0 doa nat: “Pua cai hdp cho bon ta thi mi s&€ dwge mdt nira gia tai’. Mnhién’bc_)n ta dy thé thoi” Mot nu cgc‘)’i quy quyét béu ra khoi
cdp mdi héo hat ctia Ao Ezekiel. “Nhung Rufus !(héng chunha. Vi v;fly bon ta budc phai khll' ha‘}n voi con vo kho khao ctia han. Mt tai nan thuong tam
do mdt thg may xe duoc ta tra cong bay bo. Thang con ctia ching song sot, nhung nd chang biet ti ti gi.”

“Tén n6 14 Billy,” tién si Bloor n6i. “Bon ta dang giit n6 ¢ ddy. N6 8 tudi va ¢6 thé ndi chuyén voi th vat.”

“Loi hai ghé,” Dagbert thich thi.

Lio Ezekiel cudi gan. “Tai phép cta Billy dén gior cha ¢6 loi Ioc gi cho né. Nhur Thuong Hai nay 1 vi du.”” Lio bat ngon tay. “Thuong Hai, lai day.”

Mét con ché gia khit dé tir dudi gom ban hién ra. Mt n6 bi khuét tit trong mé da béo nhéo chay xé, b vo ngin ciin cdn hdu nhu khoéng d& ndi than hinh
uc ich ctia n6. M6i Dagbert ton 1én ghé tdm khi con vat u hy va di vom miéng nude dai long rong vao tam chan ctia o Ezekiel.

“Billy goi n6 1 May Phiic,” o Ezekiel noi. “C6 troi m6i biét tai sao. Con chd nay hiéu duoc méy 10i o nhao ciia Billy nhung lai cha hiéu nhimg gi bon
ta noi. Buém vdi lai,” o Ezekiel huo di tay cong queo 1én khoi dau, “vdi lai... tiéc sinh nhat, 1a tat ca nhitng gi n6 bit. Vi vay n6 khong thé mach léo
Billy chiit gi vé cudc chuyén tro ctia bon ta, hay vé su thira ke cuia n.”

“Lio chic khong d6?” Dagbert nghi ngd tia con cho.

“Hoan toan,” tién si Bloor ndi. “Nhitng tir duy nhét con ché d6 biét 14 tén né: Thuong Hai hosic May Phiic.”

Diéu nay khong han ding. May Phiic khong d kha ning dé hiéu hét timg 16 dugc ndi ra, nhung né hiéu mach camxic ¢ trong phong. N6 biét bon ho
dang n6i vé& ban ctia 16, Billy, va linh cam hai ké la mit kia mang dén tai hoa. Ho pha miii swong va gd muc. Da ho lanh va tronnhay, va trong giong ndi
cua ho ¢6 4m vang tleng séng dap vao bd d4. Mat thing bé - nhoang nhodng nhur nurde dong bang, va mit clia ngudi dan 6ng ké vé nhitng con tau ddm va

nhitng ngudi bi chét dubi thirong tim. May Phiic s& md ta tit ca nhitng diéu ndy cho Billy, sau do Billy s& 16i chuyén voi ba bép truéng, Va ba bep
truong s& cho May Phic mit cuc xuong to, May Phiic hy vong viy. Con cho6 gia hudng ra cira, ngic ngodc cai dudi trui i va danh mot phat rim khi

nghi vé cuc xuong hing ao udc.

C6 tiéng gb cira 1on va, khi cira mod, May Phiic hdp tp swot qua Weedon ra hanh lang,

“Ba bép truong da don xong bita t6i,” Weedon thdng bdo mdt cach cuc can.

“A” tién s7 Bloor dép hai ban tay vao nhau. “Phong an & cubi hanh lang, i huéng ndy, xin mdi moi nguoi.”

Trong khi hai vj khéch di theo tién si Bloor, mot phu ni¥ nhé nhéin tir phong an hién ra. Ba bép truéng da tron tria hon ngly trude, mdi téc den gidr hoi nga
xam, nhung guong mit hong hao van hru lai nhiing nét xinh dep thoi tré. Trong thay tién siBloor va khach, ba dimg nép qua bén cho ho di qua.

“Cam on, ba bép trudng,” tién si Bloor noi.



Ba bép truong git dAu, bdng bt gic ring minh. Ba bum chiéc khéin mii xoa lén mit va 1t dat i khoi. Timba dép nhanh dén ndi May Phic ciing nghe
thay khi ba chay theo sau n6 xuong cau thang,

“Oi, hai hing! Oi, kinh hoang! D6 14 hin. La hin ddy. Oi, May Phi, ta phéi lim g d4y? Sao hin lai & ddy? Sao lai a bay gio?”

Ba bép truéng buon vao can tin xanh da trdi, v6i May Phic ke sat nit. Chiéc khéin mili xoa vén bit chéit migng ba nhur thé tirmg luong khong khi b hit
vao déu bi dau doc.

“Ba bep truong, chuyén gi vay a?”
Ba bép truong da khong thiy thing bé toc tring dang ngdi bén cai ban trong goc.

“0, Billy, cung, Ta bang hoang qua.” Ba kéo mot chiéc ghé ra va ngdi xubng canh n6. “C6 mdt ngwoi dan ong ¢ ddy. Han... hén...” ba e dau. *Billy, ta
can phai noi voi con. Chinh hian da dim chét cha me ta, quét sach nha ctra ctia ta va gict hai vi hon phu cuia ta, tat ca chi vi ta khong cuéi han.”

D6i mit mau rurgu vang do ciia Billy tron tron kinh hii. “O day? Nhung tai sao?”

“Ta khéng ly giai duoc cho con hiéu. C6 gi d6 lién quan t6i thing bé ma hin mang theo, ta nghi vay.” Ba bép trudng hi i va giat chiéc khén mili xoa
vao tay 4o. “Tén han | Grimwald. Chuyén da bon muroi ndmroi. Ta khong bict han con nhén ra ta khong. Nhung rii han nhan ra...” ba nham mat lai co
gat di nhitng ndi kinh hoang khong thé twéng trong dugc. “Néu hin nhin ra, ta bude phai roi khoi day.”

“Roi khoi day? Khong thé durgc, ba bép truong!” Billy bt ddy va vong tay 6m cd ba bép trréng, “Con s ra sao néu khong co ba? Ba khong thé di
duoc. Ba ding di. Lam on dung di, ma.”

Ba bép truong Fic dau. “Ta khong biét, Billy. DA timg ¢6 rét nhiéu ngwoi khing khiép t6i noi ndy, nhung hén k ké kinh khing nhét. Néu thing bé kia c6
chiit gi giong han, ching ta s& nguy khon, tin ta di.””

Bit thinh linsh May Phiic chom hai chan 1én diii ba bép trrdng va ngira diu ra sau, tru Ién mdt tiéng thé hrong dén ndi Billy phai bit tai lai.
“N6 biét,” Billy thi thAm. “Né mudn n6i véi con diéu gi d6, nhung con khong chiic minh ¢6 mubn nghe khong.”
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Chuwong 2

DAGBERT ENDLESS

Séng thir Hai c6 mot thang hoc trd mi xudt hién & hoc vién Bloor. N6 mic 4o ching xanh da trdi, dong phuc cuia khoa Nhac. Charlie gip n6 lin dau
tién & trong Ph(‘mg Tap Hop. Bon‘hoc sinh khoa nhac c6 dan nhac riéng, va hdm nay anh ban t,hﬁn ctia Charlie, Fidelio, choi violin chinh. Cau chang cam
cdy Vi vay vay Charlie dung iic thay trudng khoa Nhac, gido su Saltweather, budc €n san khau.

“Ai d6?” Cé giong néi lot vo tai Charlie.

Charlie nhin quanh thi thiy mot thiing bé cao hon n6 ¢4 tic, toc dai, tréng uét ruot va mit xanh bién.

“Ai la ai?’Charlie hoi lai.

“Thang dan violin.”

“Tén anh 4y I Fidelio Gunn,” Charlie dép. “Anh 4y i mdt ngudi ban ciia t6.”

“Thé 4? N6 danh violin gioi khong?”’

“Kiét xuét luén. A nhén tién, minh B Charlie.”

Giao sur Saltweather gio tay Ién ra hi¢u im ling, va dan nhac trdi lén.

Ba muroi phit sau théing bé mdi t6i dubi kip Charlie khi n6 o phong Tap Hop. Thiing d6 dti cho Charlie mot birc thr. Nhin mot céi | Charlie chéing
thich ti ndo. N6 nhén ra loai giay c6 tiéu dé cua hoc vién Bloor. Véindi dung in theo 101 chit to, bay budm nhur sau:

Charlie Bone duoc chi dinh la gidm st chinh thire ctia Dagbert Endless. Charlie s chi dan cho Dagbert tit ca nhitng vi trf lién quan dén mot hoc sinh
khoa Nhac niam thir hai. Bong thoi Charlie s& truyén dat cho Dagbert nhiing quy tic va uat € ctia hoc vién, cling nhur moi thong tin vé trang phuc va


http://ebookfull.net

nhimg d6 ding hoc tap bt budc. Néu Dagbert Endless vi pham bt ky ndi quy ndo ctia hoc vién, Charlie Bone s& phai chiu trach nhiém

Charlie nudt mréc miéng danh ye.

“D6 14 t61,” thiing bé noi, chi vao tén minh trong birc thur. “Dagbert Endless.”

Charlie lép bép. “T6i thic mic tai sao ho lai chon t61.”

“B6i vi anh duoc ban phép thudt,” Dagbert bao né. “Toi ciing vay. Nhung toi mi tit nhac. Tuy nhién t6i s& khong phién néu hoc trong, Con anh?”

“Toi? O, t6i thoi keén trumpet,” Charlie dap. N6 tur hoi sao thing ndy lai vao trudong tré nhur vay. Trong khi bon ching d4 hoc gan hét mot nira hoc ky hai
roi.”

“T6i dén tir phuong Bic,” Dagbert cho Charlie biét. “Phuong Béc rt, rat xa x6i. Toi d hoc ¢ hoc vién Loth nhung ho dudi toi.”
Charlie Iap trc quan tim. “Visao?”

“C6 mdt vu chét dudi,” théing bé néi tinh queo. “Khong phai Idi tai toi, di nhién, nhung anh thira biét nhimg bic phy huynh thé nao. Ho mubn tra thi va ai
d6 da noi cho ho bict tén t6i.” Dagbert ha giong. “Han khong yén lau dau, t6i bdo dam véi anh day.”

“A
“Ké mach Iéo.”

Chiing da ra t6i tién sanh va Charlie ham muén nghe chi tiét vu chét dudi kinh hoang dén ndi nd quén mat ndi quy. “Thé, chuyén xay ra limsao?”
“Im Jing trong tién sanh, Charlie Bone,” mdt trong nhitng huynh trrdng nhéc to, chi nay vui tinh, hiém khi phat cim tiic.

“Lbi ndy,” Charlie thi thao, huych khity tay Dagbert.

Ching bude t6i canh cira bén dudi hinh hai cay kén trumpet bt chéo nhau. Vira qua cira Charlie n6i, “T6i mirmg 1 chi Fiona truc chir khong phai
Manfred Bloor.”

“Manfied thi sao?”” Dagbert hoi.

Charlie khong thich 4nh it Dagbert ban vao minh. “Khong c6 chi.” Nhanh chong chuyén dé tai, Charlie giai thich rang ching dang ¢ trong phong dé o
khoac xanh da troi. “Hoc sinh khoa Kich miic 4o chung tim, ctra phong d€ 4o khoac bén d6 ¢ duéi hai ghiéc it na; con hai cay but vé bat chéo chi chd
cho hoc sinh My Thudt di. Ho méc 4o ching xanh Ia cay. Moi khoa con c6 cang-tin riéng nita. Nhung tat ca ching ta cting hoc chung, chi trir khi nao
hoc nhac, hoa hay kich th6i.”

Bon tré bt dau bu quanh Dagbert. N6 tir dau dén? Sao né & day? N6 ¢6 sdng trong thanh phd khong?

Charlie nhén ra Billy Raven ngdi trong mdt goc. Vira trong thay Dagbert, thing nho liéc nhin Charlie mbt cai day lo ling va bo chay. Dagbert dom theo
thiing bé bach tang i chuyén trd v6i nhitng dira khac. N6 khong n6i voi dira nio nhimng diéu nd vira moi néi véi Charlie. Chi bao ring nd song trén lau
mot ctra hang ban ca.

“T6i thich c Fim, anh biét ddy.” N6 mim cudi véi Charlie ra diéu chi tui minh biét thoi.

“N6 la mdt con cé quai dan,” Fidelio lao thao vo tai Charlie.

Charlie cuoi toct. Dagbert thiy dau F idelio chym st vao dAu Charlie thi ny cudi tit phyt khoi girong mét né. Mt n6 bt thn trd nén lanh bang dén mirc
khién cho mdt con ring minh chay khap song lung Charlie.

“Ké tiép 1a gior tiéng Anh,” Charlie ni. “Tét hon tui minh t6i phong thiy Carp di.”

“Ban s& vui thich cho coi, Dagbert?” Fidelio ndi. “Carp c6 nghia la mdt con ca chép sac s5.”

Dagbert khong cudi. “Chi dudng cho t6i,” n6 ra Iénh.

Ching roi phong dé 4o khoac xanh da troi va len 16i giira nhitng tdp hoc tro 4o ching xanh da trdi, xanh I cdy, hodc tim téa di khip moi hudng,

Thay Carp Ia ngudi map chic, mit do gay, lic ndo ciing dong chinh t& 4o ghi-1é soc va com+1é xam lich im. Thiy cho ring Charlie Bone khién minh
ngira nit, phan vi mai toc bom xdm ctia nd, phdn nira vi tim tri n6 hay dé dau dau. N6 chia 12 hay lo xa va thinh thoang lai twrong mot cau tra 16i dé dan

lam cho ca 16p bo ra cuoi

“Tro, ngéi kia,” thﬁy bao Dagbert. “Dung, ké bén Charlie Bone. Toi duoc biét cau ta giam sat ctia em, mic du theo y cua t6i thi chinh cdu ta méi can
nguoi giam sat.” Thay Carp bat cudi trude cau dua ctia minh trong khi cé 16p im thin thit.



Dagbert ngdi vao ban ké bén Charlie. O phia bén kia Charlie, Fidelio nhuéng mdt chan may in. Tiéng ghé ca san nha, ca lop ngdi xubng va bai hoc vé
dau cham cau bat dau.

Sl}ét thoi gian con lai trong ngaty Dagbert deo dinh Charlie nhur dia d6i. D6 khong phai 14 16i ctia Dagbert, Charlie lap luan, nhung nd dang dén gy tai hai
dén cac quan he¢ ban be cua Charlie. Hai nh6 ban Emma va Olivia t6i choi voi Charlie trong gio nghi giai lao, nhung tinh hinh bong chuyén xau khi Olivia
phan ring Dagbert tanh niii c4. Charlie d& dinh ninh cai mii d6 pha ra tir khu nha bép, nhung gio thi né nhén thiy Olivia n6i ding.

Phéin émg ciia Dagbert khién Charlie ng nging, “Tui ndy nghi mity ngudi boc mii nrée hoa & tién, Charlie nhi?” N6 nhéy it Charlie, thang niy mo
mbm dinh phan ddi thi Dagbert tiép. “Tui néy nghi hai ngudi 16i thdi léch théch qua di. Nhit 1a miy kiéu toc 16 bich do.”

“T6... khong...” Charlie ca lam

Emma sing s¢ nhin n6, trong khi Olivia tra treo, “Ra vay. Hir, ching toi l?iét minh dang dimg ¢ dau, c6 ding khong?”” Con nho chup canh tay Emma va
kéo x&ch di. Pugc vai bude, Olivia quay lai, hét 1on, “Té luon biet dang ay la d6 Iira dado ma, Charlie Bone. Lira dao va doi tra.”

Péng I& Charlie Bone d chay theo bon con gai, nhung cau néi dau xdc ciia Olivia chin n6 khymg lai. Phéi chiing con nho udn nghi nd 1 do lira dao?
N6 nhin hai dira con gai bang qua san. Trong 4o khoac dé va quan bo den, trong Olivia khong ndm thudm ti nao. Mot chi€c mii noi xinh xinh bang
nhung den d6i trén mai toc nau diém nhitng vét den va vang 6ng ctia con nho. Charlie chua kip khen Olivia thi Dagbert dd némra céi cau nhin xét cheét
ngudi d6 rol. Hom nay thdm chi ca Emma ciing rat duyén dang, voi mai tc vang cudn thang Ién dinh dau.

“Mic cho tui nd di,” Dagbert néi. “Tui minh dur biét ngir ching né. Bon du rng.”

“Dep xung “tui minh’ di,”” Charlie ndi doa. “Chiing ta khong cling quan diém gi hét. Cac ban gai d6 khong hé dau rong”

Dagbert tang K cau ndy. “Anh hira s& chi cho 61 Au dai do. Tir ddy t6i c6 thé thiy nhitg birc tuong, Di thoi.”

O cudi sén choi, nhimg birc twong d6 bam ctia lu dai 4n hign giita tang cAy. Nhin déng do nét, thit kho tin Vua DX da timg xdy cung dién ¢ 6. Doi khi
Charlie lay dong tan tich d6 lam noi nirong nau, nhung thurong thi nhitng birc tirdng cao voi ludn tao cam giac on én, goi nhac vé thoi qua khir tang
thurong cuia 1au dai

“Ban tyr di di,”” Charlie bao Dagbert. “T6i mudn n6i chuyén voi ngudi khac.” N6 da thdy anh ban Gabriel Silk dang lo' ngo tién vé phia ching,

Khi Gabriel dén gin, Dagbert hét én dm1i “Anh ndi phai, Charlie. Déng 14 ké thua cudc.”

Chéing may ding ltic d6 Gabriel tinh ¢ di ngang qua Bragger Braine, ké bét nat khét tiéng niim hai. Bragger cing voi d4m con trai vy quanh han dom
mai toc dai va bd mit thi€u ndo ctia Gabriel 161 pha 1én cudi doc dia.

“Gabe!” Charlie hét goi.

Nhung Gabriel da chay mét tiéu. Charlie déo quét khip san, cudi cing thiy Gabriel chay vé phia cira vuron.

“Dagbert, sao may ndi vay?” Charlie dién tiét. “Gabriel rit nhay cam Tao khong biét phai giai thich im sao v6i anh 4y déy.”
“T6i coc quan tdm,” Dagbert tinh bo. “Ai thém mdt thﬁng ban nhur thé? Hén thim chi con khong thé miic dugc 40 cil”

“Tai anh 4y khong thé. Anh 4y chiu moi cam xiic ctia tit ca nhitng ai da méc chiéc a0 d6 trude anh dy.” Charlie dam chéan. “Néu may mudn xem khu d6
nat thi ty ma di lay.”

Gian 16i dinh, Charlie diing ding bo di khoi Dagbert va huéng vao truong, Ty dung miii ca tanh won ndi Ién ndng nic dén ndi nd suyt 6i mira. That nhe
nhdm khi vao trong tién sanh va dong ctra chan cai mii nghet thd' d6 lai. Charlie chay téi phong d€ 4o khoéc xanh da troi, noi Gabriel thuong lanh nan khi
6 chuyén khong hay. Nhung thay vi gap Gabriel, n6 thay Billy Raven ng6i thu lu ¢ dau mot bang ghé.

“Billy, em c6 thiy anh Gabriel d4u khong?” Charlie hoi.

Billy fic d4u. Trong thic thom bat an.

“Emsao vAy?” Charlie ngdi xudng canh thing bé con.

“Anh can phai biét d6i chit vé thing Dagbert do,” Billy n6i, “May Phuc bao véi em..”

“Pay roi!” Dagbert hién ra & ngudng cira, nit nd tro trdo va mili ca da bi ché ngw. Hinh nhu n6 ¢6 thé xa hay bit cai mii d6 lai. “Anh c6 miy ngudi ban
quai dan qua, Charlie Bone.”

“Nay,” Charlie ¢6 hét strc giit binh tinh. “Tao khong phién im giam sat cho may, nhung hdly dé cac ban ciia tao yén, kéo khong thi...”
“Thi sao?”” Mat Dagbert danh lai.

Charlie khong thé nghi ra 10i d6i dap.



“Khong thi chéing sao ca,” Dagbert tra 11 gitm nd. “May cha c6 phép gi sit, Charlie Bone. Cho nén may phai loi dung nguoi khéc.”

Charlie dang ban suy nghi, n6 da tdng tién ba dira trong dam ban minh. Nhung uon con Tancred va Lysander. N6 nhin Dagbert chiim chim, nhung
thang ngudi cd ndy du c6 1a gi chiang nita cting khong phai 1a ké doc tm tri.

Sau bita t6i, trong khi bon tré khac dén céc 1p hoc ctia ching, Charlie din Dagbert t6i phong Nha Vua.
“Phong Nha Vua 1 gi?”” Dagbert hoi khi ching leo 1én nhitng cau thang hep & cudi toa nha.

“P6 I noi treo burc chan dung Vua D6. Tat ca nhitng dira tré duge ban phép thuat déu phai lim bai tap vé nha & dé. Béi vi ching ta 13 hiu dué ctia Vua
Dé")

“Vay I t6i sip gip nhitng ngudi con lai.”” Dagbert virot Ién true Charlie. Pén lic Charlie t6i canh cira cao miu den ctia phong Nha Vua, Dagbert da
vao bén trong. Charlie thay né dang ngd chong choc nhiing ké sach ép sat cac biic tuong cong.

“Mdt can phong hinh tron,” Dagbert nhan xét ra vé thoa chi. “Va mot cai ban tron. Giong thoi vua Arthurl qua ta.”

C6 bbn dira nita di vao: Joshua Tilpin, Dorcas Loom va hai chi em sinh d6i, Inez va Idith.

“Nao, dé coi,” Dagbert nhin xia vao Joshua. “Thoi tir tinh.”

Joshua cuoi tét 1ét.

“Tét, t6t.” Dagbert quay qua Dorcas, dang xép sach v& clia nd cho ngay ngin trén ban. “Con déy thi ém bua quan 40?”

“Sao may biét?” Dorcas hoi— nd 1 mdt dtra con gai bi thit, mat hip hip, toc vang 10 tit.

“T6i khong biét,” Dagbert thi nhan. “C6 nguoi bao cho t6i biét.”

“Con ching t6i I nguroi siéu néng,” mot trong hai chi em sinh doi tuyén bé. Cha ai phan biét duoc la dira nao. Ca hai déu mit nhot, tro nhur bip bé, toc
den bong lang. Dai toc ngang tran chay mot duodng thang xoet ngay phia trén mat ching — nhitng con mat den khong bao gio biéu 16 mot thoang cam xiic.
“May 14 ai?” Van con d6 noi.

“Toi Ia ngudi cd cai tén mang nghia 1 vinh ciru nhur bién ca.” Dagbert mim cudi voi bon ching. “Tén t6i i Dagbert.”

Hai dtra sinh d6i ha héc mdm trude thing bé. Khong dira ndo hoi thém cau ndo nita.

Charlie cam thay thip thom, mdt minh trong phong véi bon dira khong gidu giém k ké thi ciia n6, va dira thit nim 16 rang khong the coi 1 ban. N6 thé
danh phao khi Tancred va Lysander xuat hién.

Tancred dang hung phén ménh liét — chiéc a0 ching xanh 4 cay tung phdng lén quanh nguoi anh nhur Jan miy, mai toc vang dung dimg va sach vo khong
ngimg bay phap phéu khoi tay anh. Khi anh dét ddng bai tap vé nha Ién ban, mdt ludng gié manh thdi u u quanh phong, boc gidy ma Ién khong va cudn
Ian but chi, but mure trén chiée ban tron.

“P0 troi danh thanh vat, anh khdng hoc dugc cach kiém soat minh sao, Tancred Torsson?”” Dorcas [iu bau khi cti xuéng nhit mit quyén tap.

Trude khi Tancred kip tré 1 tra von, Dagbert gio kn, “K¢ tao bao! Rét han hanh. T6i i Dagbert Endless.” N6 sén toi hai anh I6n va bt tay ho. “Con
anh chic chén i Lysander Sage, ngudi goi hon.”

Lysander, nguoi Phi chau, nhéch v6i Dagbert mbt ny cuoi lanh nhat.

Dagbert khong dén‘lxia tdiba dira vO tiép theo. C4 y tranh Charlie, Emma ki’ém chd ngdi bén Tancred, va Gabriel & phia kia con nho. Chi c6 Billy chon
ngoi gan Charlie. Lan nay 13 vi n6 bat phai tia nhin 6n xuong ctia thang moi dén.

Péng ra con mdt thanh vién thir muxoi hai ctia nhom ndy, nhung Asa Pike da chéing con thy dau sudt méy tuan nay. Charlie chot nhén ra minh nhé cai
anh cyu hoc sinh I6p sdu léo khéo, toc d6 Iua thua va nit vang nhu mat soi, t0 céo tai phép kinh khing ctia minh ay.

Lysander I nhan vat lon tudi nhét trong dam dugc ban phép thuat, vi vay anh duge giao nhiém vu tréng coi phong lambai tap vé nha. Anh thira huéng
phong thai inh dao rét ty nhién tir cha minh, tham phan Sage kg danh. Joshua, Dorcas va hai dtra sinh d6i ¢ y mudn nén gén vi tri ctia Lysander,
nhung chiing tron tron anh chdu Phi cao 16n ndy, va cho t6i nay, chura dira ndo dam cong khai chéng ddi anh.

“S6 murdi hai ctia chiing ta dau r6i?”” Dagbert hoi. “Téi dugc bao 1 ¢6 mdt tén ngudi soi co mi.”

“Pa ¢6,” Lysander ling king n6i. “Cau iy khong con & véi ching ta nita. Lam bai tip ctia cdu di, ngay.”

Dagbert cung clic mé mdt quyén tp ra va bt dau doc.



Charlie khong sao tap trung duge. N6 ngude nhin bire chan dung Vua Do ri lai nhin dong ho treo tuong, Khi Manfied ngdi ghé phu trach phong Nha
Vua, hin lu6n quat Charlie phai nhin khoi bue tranh ma tap trung vao bai tp vé nha. Charlie ludn ao udc di vao birc tranh d6 dé néi chuyén voi nha vua,
nhung khong thé durge. Pang sau nha vua ¢6 thay bua Harken, mdt cai bong chiin dimg moi co gang tiep cén to tién minh ctia Charlie.

Co ]anca1 bong d6 da song ra, nhung bay gio hén bj nhét lai rdi — mdt bo dangu ¢, camhin ma Charlie cam nhn khi nhin hin. Nhung t6i khong can
phai tiép can nha vua nita, né thAmnéi voi cai bong, boi vi ti d tim thiy cha t6i rdi, va ong khong im gi duoc nira dau.

Con mot ké khéc ciing dang nhin Charlie. i mit xanh bién ctia Dagbert gan chéit vao no. Charlie Iip tirc ha dnh mit xubng va ¢d chi tim vao bai tap
vé nha.

Lic 8 gior tat ca moi nguoi dong sach vo lai va luc tuc ra khoi phong Nha Vua.

Trude khi Dagbert dudi kip bon ching, Charlie thi thim véi Billy, “Mudn vé nha anh cudi tudn ndy khong?”

“Mubn chir. Em c6 nhiéu chuyén...”

“H8! Cho t6i vail” giong Dagbert Iéo nhéo dang sau chiing, “Anh phéi chi phong ngii chung cho t6i ma.”

“T6i trong ba giam thi d chi cho cau r6i chir,” Charlie néi.

“Ba 4y chi r6i, nhung t6i quén mit,” Dagbert cudi rudi va bét kip Charlie trong dang di lio dao chii vé trude quéi di ctia nd.

Billy Raven linh le.

“Thing o4t d6 khién ti thdy 6n,” Dagbert nhdn xét khi nhin théing bé bach tang dang Iui di.

“Cau cling khién né 6n tuong tir,” Charlie bao.

“Tai sao?”” Dagbert t6 vé ngac nhién thit sy.

Charlie ting tbc khong tra 1o1. N6 tu hoi Dagbert s& ngi & dau. Moi giurong trong phong nga chung cua n6 déu da c6 ngudi. Cho nén thing méi vao  ngl
s& khong giy nguy hiém. Hay | c6? Phia trude, né thiy Gabriel Silk déng ngoai hanh lang, Trong rét qun tri. Charlie goi anh, nhung anh quay ngoét va
di vo mit canh ctra xa hon mit chit.

“Céi gi thé khong biét?”” Charlie budc v6 phong ngii chung ciia n6, Dagbert ndi go.

Fidelio dang ngdi trén chiéc giudng ké giwong ciia Charlie. “Ho chuyén Gabriel di rdi,” anh noi. “Toi nghiép Gabe. Bt cong qua. Ho xép anh 4y gan voi
Damian Smerk.”

Charlie tho hic 1én. “Keé thi t& hai nhat cta anh 4y!”

Dagbert b6 nhio t6i chiéc girong timg 1 girong ciia Gabriel

“Gid thi tui minh biét Iy do Gabriel bi truc xuat roi,” Fidelio im bam, quay d4u vé huéng Dagbert.

Charlie ha giong, “Em bi budc phéi trong coi n6. Em doan chinh vi vdy ma ba giam thi xép n6 vo day.”

Nhirng dira con trai khac bét dAu di vao: ba dira nam ghét va ndm dira ném hai do Bragger Braine va ké 6 1 ddc long ciia hén, Rupe Small, dan dau.
Dagbert phot 1o tui d6. Dieu nay that ngac nhién, cé thé doan ra n6 chi rap tam ket than vdi bon duge ban phép thuat ma théi. C6 € n6 cho rang lii con
trai binh thurong khong bd cong lam quen — Charlie nghi.

Bragger Braine dimg lai & dAu giirong Dagbert va ra énh cho théng mdi t6i phai tur gioi thiéu. Dagbert van diém nhién chuyén quin 4o tir gié xach vao ti
ngan kéo canh giurong nd.

“Tao dang ndi chuyén voi may, tlﬁng kia,” Bragger hach sach, bd mét mii tet héch tua cho puc cua nd do lung lén.
“Tra 1o1!” Rupe Small the thé hua theo.

“Tra 104, tra 101, tra 1o mau!” bon khac la 6ng ong.

Charlie bdng nhién thdy minh phai bénh vire thing bé moi. “Dé n6 yén,” Charlie noi.

“Ai hoi may, Charlie Bone?”” Thing nim ba by con quét.

“Toi chiu trach nhi€m giam sat nd,” Charlie n6i dong dac. “Tén no 1a Dagbert Endless.”

“Tao nghi n6 | mdt trong bon quéi dim ‘dugc ban phép thudt’,” Rupe vira ré Ién vira curdi hon hén.



Charlie thiy Rupe con déng ghét hon ca Bragger. Giong n6i thi git nhu ngwa hi. N6 t0 t0 theo timg bude chan Bragger, doi mét giong mt chd mo to,
khong bao gio hd hé nira 101 trir phi n6 biet chac chan I Bragger dong y.

“Ho khong quai ddm” Fidelio binh than phan dbi.

“Hirm. Véy may hoc g, thing moi?” Bragger leo 1én thanh déing chan giwong ctia Dagbert. “Céo 16i vi tao néi vAy, nhung Endless khong phéi | mot cai

tén.

Bit ngd Dagbert dtmg thing Ién. N6 cim d6i mét xanh bién vao Bragger va n6i, “Tén tao vinh ciru nhur dai dwong, va tao dim chét nguoi.”
Ban chén ctia Bragger trrot khoi thinh girdng va nd ngil ngira xudng san.

Khéng dira nao pha Ién cuoi.

Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Va Séi Hoang duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chuwong 3
TIENG TRU

Chéc chin 1a mot thing khac trong dam da truyén di tin tirc vé Dagbert, chir bao dam khong phai Bragger. So mit hon via dén ndi bd ngira ra san ching
c6 gi hay ho ma khoe khoang ca.

Loi don dai lan nhanh nhu chép. Loang céi tham chi ca dtra nam nhat lo mo nhét ciing d4 biét tin: Dagbert Endless dim chét ngudi.

Nhung dim bang cich 1n30? Cau hoi d6 luéng vuréng trong tam tri moi nguoi. VO nha tam budi t6i, that d& nhan thiy bon nho himg nurde vao bon can
nhur thé ndo. C6 dira quyét dinh khong tim bon nira va chon tim voi sen lanh ngit trong nhitng phong thay do khong dugce sudi am Ma I vao théng
hai. Véy di1 biét ching lo so t6i ¢ ndo.

“Ching may bi ma quy gi am vay?” Ba g|amthl gam gir. “Bon bay hay kéu réu 1 khong du nurée tim co ma. Gid, tur nhién dira nio ciiing dimg dung, chi
Jy nude hiu nhu khong du rira dau gdi la sao.”

Moi ngurdi bét d‘ﬁu ling tranh Charlie boi vi Dagbert uon ludn cdp ke bén canh nd. Trong nhiing trd choi ddng doi, Charlie luon i dira cudi ctng duge
chon, ctr nhur thang mai dén vinh vien dinh vao Charlie, va dira ndo chon Charlie vé phe minh ttrc 1a phai ganh trach nhiém vé Dagbert-dim+chét-nguroi
luén.

Di nhién cling ¢6 ngoai I6. Ngudi ta khong thé durt lia Joshua, Dorcas, hai chi em sinh doi ra khoi Dagbert. Vi viy Charlie danh phai di chung dam voi
bon nd. Viéc ndy khién nd mét phd vi clr phai nghe bon ching boc phét vé nhiing pheép ky tai ctia minh. Tuy nhién, nd cling rang xoay x¢ dé biét duoc
dieu hitu ich.

Bon chung dang ng01 trong phong Nha Vua, cho gio bai tép vé nha bt dau. Lysander va Tancred chua t6i, Billy dang ban kiém mdt cudn sach tham
khao, Emma t6i tré, con Gabriel ndm tram x4 dudng bénh st siéu vi.

Charlie d mo sach lich sif ra, gid b ghi chi vé& cude chién gianh Boc Lip cta M. Tiéng ri ri ban ddi dién duoc giit ¢ mitc thim thi, thinh thoang xen
tiéng curoi hinh hich ctia Dorcas. Va 164, tinh ¢, Charlie nghe 1om: “Ba ay day tao moi chiéu vé émbua quan 40.”

Dorcas dang tam vé ba ¢6 Venetia ctia Charlie. Charlie lién ha thap du xudng va mo banh tai ra nghe ngong,

“Véi lai ba 4y d ké cho tao nghe vé lo. Ba 4y mudn !éy o 1 vi, thir nhét, o gidu co, va thir nita, thing con it clia o dwoc ban phép thudt — chi it ba
Venetia nghi n6 13...”” Dorcas im bt va Charlie cam thiy mét con nhd gim vio minh. N6 van ctii thap, nhung Dorcas n6i tiép khé dén do né chi nghe
béap bdm durgc vai tir la Ring, Nhur 13 “Arthur Shellhorn, thude ddc, chudi hat, suy tim... co mé k... d4m cudi...”

That d& doan ndi dung con lai, v Charlie chéng can lau m6i suy ra ba c¢6 minh da lam gi. Ong cau Paton di canh béo n6 ba c6 Venetia khong ngai im
ké sat nhan, va dng néi ding. Mu da dau ddc vo ctia Arthur Shellhorn bang mot xau chudi khién tim ba ngimg dap, xong mu x6ng cé mé vao 4o khoac
cua Arthur. Va Arthur t6i nghi€p bi Rira phinh d8 naini ba c6 Venetia curdi minh.

Dén day thi Lysander va Tancred Iu6t vo, anh bio t6 trong con xtic dong hon thudng 16.

“Xin 161 ching t6i tr8,” Lysander n6i. “Chuing t6i da ban hop. Rét vui thdy cac ban tur gidc v6i cong viéc ctia minh. Billy dau?”

“Day. Emday.” Billy Iét bét tuon qua cira, voi Emma theo sau vai budc.
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Im Jing rét dop xudng. Tt ca ctii xudng sach vo clia minh. Gio bai tap vé nha bat dau.

Charlie givong mét dom nhimg trang gido khoa lich str ma ching thiy gi. Pau 6c né lang bang tin dAu tan dau. N6 dang ¢b twong tuwong xem c6 mdt ba
me k€ nhur ba cd Venetia thi th nao: ke dau doc, phu thy, t€n sat nhin. N6 nong long giip Ong cau Paton qua di mat. Con nhiing mdt dém nita, nd
nght, khi d6 no6 s€ thoat khoi Dagbert Endless. N6 s€ ngdi ¢ nha, an bita t6i mé ly ctia ngoai Maisie.

Nhung ma khong dugc thé.

Vao dém thir Nam, chi nam phiit sau khi dén tat, Dagbert quyét dinh ké chuyén gior di ngi.

“No6i chuyén sau khi dén tat Ia vi pham noi quy,”” tiéng thi thAm nhéic nhd ctia Charlie ching xi nhé gi véi Dagbert, cho nén né ning tiéng thi tham lén mot
nac nira. “Céu sé bi camtic.”

“Aibao?” Dagbert ci lai.

“Clr dé n6 ké di,” Bragger héng hi tir phia bén phai Dagbert.

“U, dé n6 ké di,” Rupe the thé. “May la d pha binh, Charlie Bone.”

Fidelio 1au bau. “Rdi may s& khong thiy tiém ban ¢4 ctia may vao dém thir Sau dau, Bertie(1).”

((1)Bertie 1a tén thwong dat cho ché va ngua va 1a t€n con gai. Fidelio goi Dagbert I3 Bertie c6 ham y khinh miét.)
“Mudn cugc khong?” Dagbert cudi khiy. “Véi lai dimg goi toi i Bertie.”

Fidelio 14t sép ngudi xubng va vb cho gbi ctia minh phong lai.

Gén ¢b Ién, Dagbert tiép tuc cau chuyén cua n6. Mot cau chuyén vira do vira dugc ké t&. Puong nhién cha c6 gi budn cudi mic di Rupe va Bragger ctt
cuoi khyc khich. Chuyén vé ngurdi ca luon khién Charlie ngap. N6 ngap that va nham mat lai.

Hai gifly sau, cira bat m6 tung va ba giam thi rim rap budc vo phong, Ba ta bat dén lén. Charlie md choang mit ra, chép chdp.
“Ai dang n6i?” Ba giam thi hach hoi.

“Chéu,” Dagbert mau min n tiéng. “Chau dang ké chuyén.”

“Mi pham ludt,” ba giam thi noi.

“Chau 47 Dagbert lam bo hoai nghi. “Xin 16i. Chéu thanh that khong biét.”

Ba gidm thi thd hét ra buc boi. “Charlie, may chiu trach nhiém cau bé moi dén ndy. May ¢6 nhiém vu phai bao cho n6 biét udt chir.”
“Coé, 0, chau co noi...” Charlie mo mi¢ng,

“Phat may cAmtiic,” ba c6 nat nd. “Pén thir Béy may moi duoc vé nha.”

“Nhung chéu da nhic n6 16i,” Charlie phén ddi.

Ba giamthi tat dén di va Ibe coc bude ra, dong sim ctra lai sau lung,

Biu thinh Eing bi phé v boi tiéng ngay ctia Bragger va tiéng cudi khiy cia Rupe.

Charlie namngua nhin chong choc vao bong toi. N6 tur nhi minh coc quan tim Chang qua chi a thém mot ngdy nira? NO ndm thirc méi dén hon nira
dém va r6i, khi n6 vira thiu thiu ngty, mdt 4m thanh cét phang man dém. Mot tiéng tru ding xa, rit xa.

C6 tiéng khan tréi girong sot soat v Charlie théy hinh thi tron tron ctia c4i dau tréing ciia Billy Raven. Théing bé dang ngdi diy, king nghe. N6 hiéu tiéng
tru d6 ndi gi, Charlie nghi, khong lu nita n6 s& n6i cho minh biét.

Diéu cubi ciing trén ddi Charlie 6 thé ngd 13 mdt 1i xin 161, Ay thé ma sang hom sau, trong bita sang, mdt 1i xin 1i 1 thir n6 da nhan duoc.

“Xin 16i chuyén dém qua,” Dagbert noi, nubt e mdt mudng chao bot ngd. “Bi cam tic thi t6i khong thé ndo chiu dugc. Nhitng ngudi toi song chung s&
khong hi€u néu t6i nay toi khong ve.”

“Nhung c4u ddu can phai néi chuyén sau khi dén tat phai khong?” Fidelio trach moc. “Charlie da nhéc cau roi ma.”
Dagbert nhan mt, [iu bau. “That kho nhin.”

Charlie hoi hoi thong cam cho n6. “Hurm, cdu s€ khong thoat 1an thir hai d4u. Gid thi chinh ba giamthi da canh cao cau 101, cho nén cu liéu hdn ma kiém



gitr nhirng ciu chuyén cua céu lai.”
‘BUQC,” Dagbert I]gh]émnghL ‘”I‘ué,ng tu'Ong. Nhﬁ_ng Céu Chuyén t[‘ong Chai.”
Khong phéi lin dau tién Charlie twr hoi thit ra trong ddu Dagbert dang nghi gi.

Sudt thdi gian con lai trong ngdy Charlie roi vao trang théi lo lo ing King. TAm tri nd chi nén néng mudn nghe xem Billy phai néi gi véi minh. Chir viée n6
phai ¢ lai trudng mot démniia c6 gl ma quan trong?

Vo lic 4 gioy, io Weedon mo khoa cong chinh va bon tré x6 ddy nhau ra khoi hoc vién. Tir phong ngi chung, Charlie va Billy co thé nghe thiy tiéng
bon hoc trd reo mimg khi vira duoc giai phong khoi toa nha mu. Charlie dom qua ctra s0 xudng manh san gach. Thay Dagbert Endless di theo dam
dong. Thang bé I dira duy nhét khong thét rim Ién vui swdng. Mt nd nghiém trang, gin nhu 1 e sg. N6 1 dira cudi cing roi khoi san.

Charlie quay di khoi cira sb. “Tét ca vé hét roi, Billy.”

Billy dang ngdi trén girong ciia n6, dau gbi thu 1én t6i tan cam

“Trude khi tui minh n6i vé Dagbert anh mudn biét em da nghe thiy gi dém qua,” Charlie hoi.

“Mot tiéng soi tru,” Billy dap.

“Anh ciing nghe thiy. Em c6 biét n6 c6 nghia gi khong?”

Billy ic dau, thup vai xudng, tur 6m chit Ay ngudi. “Do 1 mot tiéng kéu ciru. N6 so hii va co don.”

Charlie nhin vao d6i mét to miu rrou vang, duge phong dai boi cap it kinh tron cia Billy. “Em c6 biét tiéng do... tiéng tru do... tir dau khong?”
“Khong biét dich xic. N6 & xa, xa Fim, ¢6 1& & dudi long dét. N6 néi nd bi nic ket.”

“Mc ket?” Charlie ni. “Ai da nhdt n6? Anh tw hoi.”

Billy nhiin vai. “Charlie, em mudn néi véi anh vé& Dagbert. Subt tuin em da b n6i, nhung n6 cir deo sat anh. N6 goi em I db di dang.”

“N6 bao Gabriel a ké thit bai, con Olivia va Emmma thi 16 thoi léch théch. Lao.”

Billy chom t6i trude. “Ba bép trudng biét cha ctia Dagbert. Han da dim chét cha me ctia ba, quét trdi nha ba va giét chdng sap cudi ciia ba. Tat ca vi ba
khong cudi hén.”

“Cho mdt phit!” Charlie tht 1én. “Anh nhé roi. Ba bép trudng ciing da ké cho anh nghe. Tén hén 1 Lord Grimwald.”

“Ping, Lord Grimwald. May Phiic noi i héin boc mii ca tanh, tdo blen, méanh tau ddm va ngudi chét dudi. Trong tim hén c6 mot hat trai lanh 1o, kiéu nhur
hat cat nic ket trong con trai. Ba bép trudng sé ra di. Ba dy so.”

Charlie r6t bich xudng san. “Ha, ba bép truéng di? Khong thé nio. Ba dy la d4 nam chdm. Ba 4y giit can bang cho noi nay ma. Sao ba phai di? Déau ai
bict ba 1a ai.”

“Rét c6 thé Dagbert s& doan ra,” Billy ndi cimg,

Charlie kién quyét am ba bép truong ddi y. Bita ti nay gip ba, nd s& thuyét phuc ba phai ¢ lai. Néu khong thi ai s& cham soc Billy trong nhirng ngay dai
trudng nghi hoc? Thang nho khong c6 nha, khong cha me, khong ngudi than nao trén doi nay d€ ma nwong tya. Gia dinh Bloor luon hira hen 1a n6 s&
duoc nhan lam con nudi, nhung dicu d6 khong bao gio xdy ra, trir phi ta tinh dén vo chong nha de Grey — da nhdn nudi Billy ma giam camno va doi xi
V6i n6 nhur day 0.

Bon tré bi cAm tic thurong hay phéi xoi bita 61 ngudi lanh trong cang- -tin. Nhung khi Billy va Charlie xudng lAu lic 6 gid, cang-tin xanh da troi véng tanh.
Ghé chét hét ca 1én ban va mdt tim trai ca-r6 xanh da trdi phit kin qudy.

Charlie m6 ctra di vao bép va ngd quanh quét. Khong thdy mot mbng ngudi. Tat ca ndi niéu xoong chao niing né déu treo vao chd, cira bép 10 déng lanh
te, dén ca tieng nude soi cling khong co.

“Bon may laim gi & day?”” Mot giong ct lén.

Charlie quay lai. Pung mat dbi miit véi vo ctia o Weedon. Mu Weedon a nguoi mat thdt, dit ton, it 16, thuong ngay phu trach cang-tin xanh 14 cay.
“Chéu tim ba bép trudng,” Charlie noi.

“Ba ta ra ngoai roi.” Poi mdi khong méu ctia mu Weedon chep chep mdt cach cau kinh.

“Tui chau mudn &n ti.”” Charlie nhin Billy, dang dimg hy vong canh mot chiéc ban chit day ghé.



Mu Weedon liéc qua Billy. “Tao doén i may bj cim tic, phai khong Charlie Bone?”

“Diéu d6 khong c6 nghia i chau s& khong duoc an,” Charlie ngang nganh.

“Chac!” Mu Weedon quay hung budce ra. “Tui bay theo tao,” mu noi voi lai bon chiing.

Cang-tin xanh 14 ciy ciing trong tinh trang nhur ciing-tin xanh da troi: ghé dé hét 1én ban, quay phi kin, c6 diéu 1 bang mot tim trai miu xanh 14 cay.

"T'flo chi co dau nug’mg thoi,” mu Weedon sdn §6. “Bonrnﬁy ra ngéi kia,” mu chi mot cai ban. “Tao khéng ¢6 bbn phan truc, nhung ba bép lmong didot
xuat qua, cé troi biet di dau, gia dinh Bloor mudn bita t0i ctia ho, va tao phai mang Ién tan chai phia tdy d€ don cho ho, néu tui may cam phién.”

Charlie chura bao gio biét mu Weedon lai néi nhiéu nhur thé nay. “Ba bép truong chura di hin dau a?”” N6 ngap ngirng do hoi.
“Pi han? Di nhién 1 chwra.” D6i mit 16i ctia mu Weedon nheo hip lai. “Sao hoi vay? Céi gi khién may nghif my ta s& di han?”
“Khong a. Chi la... tui chau thic méic.”

Mu Weedon nhan nh6 lic dau. “May thic méc nhiéu qua mirc t5t dep cho may.” Mu nén gbt di qua cira vO nha bép.
Charlie va Billy d& hai chiéc ghé xudng khoi cai ban my Weedon da chi, va ngdi xubng.

Mon dau duge don ra khong con Am nira. Banh mi nudng bi chéy va khong ¢ iy mt miu bo. Charlie quyét dinh xin thém hrot hai. Bao Billy di theo
minh, nd t6i canh ctra nha beép xanh Ia cdy va ngd vao. Khong thay tam hoi mu Weedon dau ca.

“Di,” Charlie thi thao. “Vo coi ¢6 dd an khong. Anh doi chét kén duoc.”

Chiing rén rén v6 nha bép. Mot - hang hop thiéc dap vao mit Charlie. Khong nghi ngd gi, ching dung banh bich quy s6-¢6-la va nhan nho. Tui nhoc nhon
noi thir hai chiéc, rdi vira &n nhdm nhoam vira di sau hon vo phong, Billy phét hién mot hop banh bo gion, lién dit mot chiée vo tiii quan. Charlie thay
mot b banh mi gimg thi bé ra Jay mot khiic. N6 da bt dau bét bot doi. Ching t6i canh cira ding cudi nha bép va budc ra mot manh san, noi cé mdt cau
thang d4 dan Ién dudng céi.

“f, tui minh ¢ thé ra ngoai bing duong ndy,” Charlie ndi. “Tui minh ¢6 thé n vao thanh phd va tim téi mot tiém ca phé ngon lnh va...”

Ci cho Billy thiic vao mang sudn Charlie. “Coi kia!” thing bé thi thio.

Q cuéirsén ¢6 hai ngudi ngdi chdm hdm & trong mit goc téi. Thét ra, ho khong hin 1 nguoi. Mt ho sang guéc nhu mit cta loai thit an thit va mat ho
1am chim nhitng méng Iong. Trong vai gidy ho bat dong dén noi ctr trong ho la nhimg pho twong nhung, bat thinh linh, ho phot ra mdt tiéng rén va hap
tip di vé phia ciu thang. Ho leo cau thang bang ca bon chdn, nhay phoc 1én bac trén cing nhanh nhu meo. Canh cong sit théng ra duong kéu lanh 16t
khi hai déng nguoi ddy md n6 ra va bién mat.

Billy biu chét Iy canh tay Charlie. “Ho 1 c4i gi d6?”

““Anh khong biét. Nhung ho dang di theo anh.” N6 nhan thiy ¢6 gi d6 & cai goc hai ngwdi la hoi ndly vira ngdi. Hinh nhur J mdt t6 banh pudding? N6
budc lai gan xem sao.

“Coi ndy!” n6 la Ién. “C4i t6 ny con mdt nira cac mon diém tim. Pau phong, chio yén mach, chudi va vai thir nira. Trong nhu c6 ngudi dem t6i cho ho
an vay. Lai xemndy.”

Trude khi Billy kip nhtic nhich thi mit ban tay phong ra khoi khung cira déng sau no.

Mu Weedon chdp Iy ding sau ¢b 4o Billy va giat, suyt lam n6 nghet thé. “Tui may vira m6i im gi @62 Mu tron miit nhin Charlie.

“Tui chau d6i bung,” Charlie dap.

“D6 khong phai 1 1y do dé rinh mo.” Mu Weedon budng Billy ra va ddy diii né mot c4i. “Tui miy c6 thiy ai & ddy khong?”

“Tui...” Billy chu mo, nhung Charlie nhanh tri Ia Ién, ¢t 1 thing nho. “Khong, khong thiy ai.”

“Hirm.” Mu dom Charlie day ngd vire, d6i mét mudn 1oi ra. “Bi vo.”

Ching cum ctp tuén Iénh.

“Tao s& béo voi tién si Bloor vu viéc ndy,” mu Weedon n6i khi my theo ching vao cang-tin. “Khén hdn tui may lén thing girong di nga di.”
“Tui chau khong lam gi sai trai,” Charlie phan khang,

“May chi dugc cai mom,” my gam gir.



Ching nghe théy tiéng dong hd treo trdng kéu tich tic khi budc ra khoi cira cang-tin. Charlie 1n so khiic banh mi glmg trong ti, mimg ron i ca hai da
thé duoc cai an trurde khi bi tom

Ba giam thi dom vio kiém tra bon nho khi 1én phong tit dén. “Ngiy mai ong cau miy s& dén don may,” ba ta néi lanh tro. “May that i phién phirc,
Charlie Bone.”

“Billy s& vé nha v6i chau,” Charlie bao.

B giim thi du c6n modi lén nhung khong cham chich gi. Ong cdu Paton da budc gia dinh Bloor phai ky mdt thoa thuéin hira cho Billy nghi cudi tuan & bét
ky d&u nd mudn.

Mot dém lanh toi boi, chiing riic vao chin va @n banh Ky dugc trong nha bép. Charlie nhanh chong ngi thiép di. N6 mo théy ba me, dang cudi song trén
con thuyén, xem ca voi hat duéi dai duwong, “Chung hat thit d6 con,” me né da néi vay. “Con cé chac 1a khong muon di khong?”

Charlie thay minh Fic d4u. Ba me can thoi gian riéng tur bén nhau. Ho da it muroi nAm xa cach nhau; ngoai ra, ban néng mach bao Charlie rang minh
phai & lai trong thanh phd, noi ma ¢ qua nhi€u ngurdi nuodn ba nd “bien khdi tran gian”, noi ma nhitng nuru mo quy quyét dang manh nha, noi ma cac
ban cua Charlie lién tuc bi nguy hiém rinh rap.

Trong gidc mo ciia Charlie, tiéng c4 voi hat tir tir bién thanh tiéng ai o4n, thé Iwong, va trong khi Eing nghe n6 chot nhan ra minh dang thirc, va mot lan
nita, dang ling nghe tiéng tru tuyét vong, tir xa.

“Billy, em c6 nghe thay khong?” Charlie thi thio.

“C6,” Billy dép. “N6 van lap di ip lai nhitng 1i: “Ctru t6i voil”. Charlie, nhitng 10 d6 nhu dép thing vao tim em. Tui minh phéi im g} bay gid?”
“Ctru nd!” Charlie d4p, méc diin6 khong biét phai ctru cach nio.

Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Va Séi Hoang dugc ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 4
BO BIEN DANG
Sang Chit Nhat, mura dim, thinh thoang chuyén mura tuyét, troi ot thurot xudng nhig tAm kinh cira sb. Bau troi tdi sup, xam nhu chi, nhiét do déng

bang. Van khong thay bong dang ba bep truong dau, nén Charlie va Billy phai an bira sang khdn khé trong cing-tin xanh 14 cay: lai banh mi mréng chay,
khong bo, khong com bap. Ching da chiic mém [ minh phéi dtmg 1én ma khong duoc udng gi thi mu Weedon dit kich mot binh nurée va hai cai ca

xuong ban ching,

“Chau nghi I€ nao tyi chau khong dugc mot miéng bo?”’ Charlie than trong hoi.
“May nghi diing d4y,” mu Weedon noi.

“Conmixt?” Billy goi y.

Mu Weedon 1o tit théng nhoc va him him di ra. Hai phtit sau trd lai véi mdt binh dung céi gi tréng tréng, “Vang kem déy,” mu bao tui nd. “Rét bt cho tui
may.”

Hai théing nghi ngd nhin cai goi 1 vang kem. Ngay khi my Weedon téch khoi, Charlie thd con dao in ciia n6 vao binh rdi nhic ra, dinh nhoe nhoét. N6
liém con dao. “Uuuurrrghh! Kinh tém”

Billy lai ¢6 quan diém khac. “Em thich n6,” thing bé trét day vang sita vao miéng banh ctia nd. “Bénh chay s& d hon véi cai nay phét lén.”

An sang xong chiing lang thang 1én phong Nha Vua. Khong ¢6 ai dé bao ching phéi lam gi. Néu Manfied Bloor & do, thé nao hin ciing ra énh ching
phéi ra san choi. Han rat khoai dudi c6 bon tré ra ngoai troi, déc biét 1a nhiing khi troi lanh va amudt. Ma Manfred bay nay dau chang thay?

“Em nghe n6i hiin trong nhur quéi vat.” Billy liéc quanh can phong, nomnép s Manfied xd ra tir sau mdt ké sach. “Hén bi gi ing va qué.”
“Anh ngac nhién 1 hiin con song,” Charlie néi kh&. “Khong nhiéu ngudi séng s6t ndi sau khi bi bao tin cong dau.”

“Bao!” Vé khiép dam pha in trong giong n6i ciia Billy. “Trong ching y nhur méo binh thuong vdy, trir mau long.”
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“Um”” Charlie chira bao gio ngung théic mic lam thé néo ma ba con mo, trong vai phit séng con, lai bién thanh béo, ¢6 kha niing xé xac ngudi ra thanh
tirng manh. A, khong thanh tirng manh déu, nhung the 1a du roi

Pén giita trua hai théng quyét dinh di timba bép truéng. Sau mdt bira sang so sai, bao tir ching da d4nh 16 t6 rdi. Khi di xudng cau thang chinh, ching
thiy mdt bong nguroi dang bang qua tlen sanh. Ao ching den phi toan than 1 ngroi d6. Chi con nhin thiy duoc ban chan, boc trong gidy bét den, bén
dudi cing chin méic quan xén dén mét c4. Chiéc mil trim up kin cai diu bd vé trude, thoi ra tir d6i vai thong xudng mot cach bét tién, quai di.

Hai thng bé dong ctmg lai khi than hinh doi mi trim khap khiéng di t6i cénh cira din vao chéi phia ty. C6 vé bét luc trong céch hén giat va lic cai
vong tay cam, hinh nhu hdn khong thé van duge né vay. Nhung cudi ciing canh ctra cling mo ra, va dén khi d6 cai hinh hai méi quay vé phia bon tré.

Ching dinh ninh 14 s& thdy mot gong it cau ¢, biéu thi sy tirc gian vi bi domngo6. Nhung nguoi dan 6ng doi mil trim khong c6 mit. Charlie va Billy
thdy minh nhm vao mot chiéc mét na trang khoét‘ hai 16 )dér} Xién, Vién bac va mdt cai miéng ha hoac hinh con thuyén. The r6i hin bién mat, ludt qua canh
ctra nho véi toc do dang kinh ngac, bd lai hai thang tro khac ra & cau thang,

“Manfied,” Billy thi thim.

Charlie git dau. “Chéic vay.”

“Em thdy 6n suon. Em dang ¢b tuéng twong guong mit hin thé nao.”

“Purng tudng turgng,” Charlie ndi.

Mii r6t cude ching timra ba bép truéng & ding cudi nha bép ciia ba. Ba dang vira im bam to tiéng mot minh vira thay hanh bam vao mdt cai chao kéu
xéo xéo. Charlie goi ba, nhung khong thdy dap lai, n6 bén chamnhe vao canh tay ba. Ba bép trudng hoang hon thét Ién va chiéc thia gb ba dang cam
bay veo lén khong.

“Sao con lam thé?” Ba n6i lac giong

“Tai ba khong nghe con goi, ba bép trrdng. Ba dang néi chuyén mbt minh.”

“Thé 42 O, ta da n6i gi?”” Ba bép trudng vudt thing tap dé va vin nho ga lai.

Khi nghe ké vé thitc &n ma hai théing nho da phéi & c6 ra nudt, ba bép truong binh tam lai mdt chit va hita ching s& ¢6 stp thit trong bira trua. “Sau dé
cd thém banh hap phét to nita,” ba thém “Ta da lAmmdt 1t trong 16 d€ cho nha Bloor.”

“Ba da ¢ dau vay, ba bép truong?”” Billy hoi. “Thuodng bita sing ndo ba ciing & ddy kia ma.”

“Ta da & nha mdt ngwoi ban. C6 thé ndi k suyt nita ta da khong trd lai. Nhung ban cia ta da thuyét phuc ta phéi tré lai. Ba dy | ngwoi rét nhay cam.”
Ba bép trudng md vung ra va thay vao chao mt nam I gia vi.

“Unm!” Charlie nhém it lai. M thom tir c4i chio bay ra mé hon dén do n6 twéng nhur minh dang in moén do.

“Chura xong du.” Ba bép trudng xua hai thing bé trd lai cng-tin. Vai phut sau ba xudt hién véi hai to stp thit boc khoi.
“Ba s& khong roi hoc vién Bloor dau, ba nhi?” Charlie hoi ba bép truéng,

Ba nhan mt. “Billy d4 ké cho con nghe vé théing Dagbert d6 1di 42

“Con biét ranh vé Dagbert,” Charlie thé di, “vé Lord Grimwald va nhimg gi hén da gy ra cho ba. Kinh khiing qué, ba bép trung, nhung Dagbert
khong bict ba 1a ai. Tai sao ba phai sg n6?”

“Ta khong cudng lai dugc, Charlie. Chi cin nghii v& gia dinh d6 thoi 12 rudt gan ta In nhao. A, Billy niy, con chudt ctia con bi chuyén di roi.”
“Rembrandt? Sao? Sao viy a? Sao né khong thé & quan Ca Phé Thu Kiéng?”

“TainG ty cam thiy 6 nhye. V& t6i an cip banh bich quy. That déang gian. Con biét ba Onimous yéu thirong n6 biét chumg nao khong. Ba a 4y khong
mubn né di, di nhlen 10i, nhung 6ng Onimous thi nhét quyét. Ta nghe néi con rdn toi nghiép nhé né kinh khing, dén ndi gn mit méu luon. Nhung ma
thoy, viéc da 1oL

“Nhung bay iy Rembrandt ¢ dau?” Billy thét kinh. “N6 ¢ vui khong? N6 ¢6 thich chd ¢ mdi ctia nd khong?”

“N6 ¢ tigm AmBun,” ba bép trurong thong bo voi ching. “Khong thé chom chia duoc gi & d6, ngoai tra, tat nhién. Theo tin tirc ta thu thip dugc thi né
khong thich noi d6 cho lam.”” Ba quay di.

“Tiém AmPun & dau vy ba?” Billy tha thiét hoi.

Ba bép truong ngan ngir. PAu éc ba hinh nhu dang & noi khac. “Tiém Am Pun,” ba lo dang, “¢ dwong Piminy. Hay hoi thim ba Kettle — mot ngudi ban
than ctia ta. An stip dikia.”



Khi ba bép trudng di trér vao bép, Charlie nhén thy 1o xo da bién khoi budc chén ciia ba. Ba von b ngudi quyét dodn v lac quan, thiy ba budn nin
nhu vay khién nd lo lang,

Khong l4u sau, banh hip phét tdo hién ra tiép theo stp thit nhur da hira. An xong, dé lai ba bép trrdng van ndi chuyén mot minh, Charlie va Billy tré vé
phong Nha Vua. Khong cd nguoi cai quan nén bon ching kho long ép minh ty hoe bai dugc.

“Néu Olivia & ddy chi dy s& rti tui minh di tham hiém cho coi,” Billy hit ha.

Nhung Olivia khong c6 & d6, v nghe nhéic dén tén con nho khién Charlie Ion tiét. N6 khong tai ndo quén duge cai kiéu con nho hdi hi chay di, hét béo
no 14 do doi tra va lra phinh.

“Di, tui minh di tham hiém di,”” Billy nai ni.

Charlie rén ram va diit sich xudng, bt thin né bdng thiy ham thich. “Thi di.”

Thamhlem ¢ dau? Billy khong c6 dap s0. Khong thé la trén gac mdi, noi o Ezekiel song chung véi nhitng thi nghiém ring ron ctia 3o. Khong phai duoi
tang hém, noi tién si Bloor cét giir nhimng dung cy tra tAn ¢6 xura, trong d6 ¢6 nhimg mon thiy ki dung 6c. Cang khong thé ra san choi, vi ngoai dy mira
tuyét da chuyén thanh btrc min mira d4 tring xoa.

Cudi cling ching quyet dinh vao phong My Thuat. Ngim tranh u6n luon 1 thi tiéu khién, méc du tranh khong dep gi cho cam Phong diéu khéic & bén
dudi trung bay mot s téc phimrét 4n twong. Lysander 1 nha diéu khic ti nang, Nhitng burc tong ctia Tancred ciing rat thi vi, c6 diéu khong phai lic
ndo ta ciing biét diy 1 twong gi.

Phong My Thuat ¢ ngay dAu kia phong ngli chung ctia chiing va nhin ra virdn. Hom nay nhiing cira s6 dai chi nhin ra dwoc mot lan mura tuyét va mura da
lay dong, Ching hiit anh sing quai go 1én rimg bang vé va gia ve.

“Tyi minh di xem tuong ctia Lysander di,” Billy d& nghi.

Mot cAu thang xody tron Oc béng sét rén cham trd tinh xéo dan xubng phong diéu khéc. Trong lic ching di xubng, mot 4m thanh bét thinh finh véng lén
cho chimg, Tiéng hat. Hay I tiéng doc kinh? C6 thé 14 ai? Theo nhu ching biét thi khdng c6 dira nao khac bi cam tiic vao cudi tuan ndy.

Khi xudng t6i phong diéu khéc, ching nhén chan vong qua nhiing kh01 20, thach cao va nhitng birc tong hinh thi ky la. O chinh gitta phong dung tac
pham ciia Lysander: mt birc twrong c& bang ngudi that, hinh me anh 4y, ba Hortense Sage, va dira con mdi sinh ctia ba.

Ching cang tién vao can phong dai thi tiéng tung kinh cang ro dan. Pén khi ching bang t&i dau kia, khong nghi ngdr gi cai tiéng dy phat ra tir can phong
sat vach: can phong danh cho 16p v& nam nhat va 16p may trang phuc.

Charlie dit tay vao nidm cira.

“M& di,” Billy thi thim “Coi do6 1 ai.”

Charlie m& phéng cura ra.

Mot tiéng 1t 1én hoang hét, clng voi mjt dong gidy, kim ghim va vai — hai thang bé thdy minh nhin sting vao Dorcas Loom Trén chiéc ban rong trude
it con nho ¢6 mot cdy kéo khdng 16, to nhit Charlie g thiy. N6 con thiy ca nhitng c4i hii va hop 0, nhirng hop thiéc nho va nhitng bé dugc thao
xép thanh hang ngay ngin bén canh ciy kéo. Chéc chén ba cd Venetia ctia n6 ¢6 dinh dang dén méy thir nay.

“P rinh mop!” Dorcas gio to.

Charlie miic ké anh mt budc i ctia con nhé. “C6 lim gi trong trurong thé nay?”

“Chir may lam gi & day?” con bé quit lai, vira voi vang day mot to khén gidy Ién céi gi d6 mau xanh da troi. Nhung Charlie da kip thiy n 1 vat gi
“T6i bi cAm tiic,” nd ndi mdt cach thds 0. “Con Iy do cia ¢6 a gi?”

P4 dinh thin lai, Dorcas én giong kiéu cang. “Tao khong can Iy do. Tao am viée cho ba Venetia clia my.”

“Toi thiy c6 c6 du dd nghé thich hop dAy.” Charlie cAm mot c4i hop thiéc Ién va doc trén nhéin hiéu. “Bo Bién Dang. Dimg dé...”

“Tra day cho tao!” Dorcas gidt iy d4y hop trong khi Charlie van gitt chit cai nép. Va diéu tat yéu I cai hop tach bung ra lim hai phan.

Mét dam miy bo miu cam dd up ra ban, phit kin kéo, kim ghim va dng chi cotton.

“Pd quy!” Dorcas thét gam, quinh quang 16i cac thir ra khoi dam bui cam “Cit khoi day. CUT MAU!”

Charlie va Billy dtng ngiy ra nhu phdng. Ngay trude mét ching, nhitng do vét bi dan bo bam dang tir tir thay dbi hinh dang — ching kéo dai ra hon,
thon lai, va lang hon.



“Chi dang B... 1im gi 6, Dorcas?” Billy run réy hoi.
“Khong phai viéc clia miy,” con nhé rong nhur bo bi choc tiét. “CUT MAU! CUT BI!”
Dorcas bén giat qua bén béi mdt tiéng gim tir ngudng ctra.

“May diéc ha, Charlie Bone?” Lio Weedon quat. “Tao da Ring suc khip c4i hoc vién chét tiét ndy tim mey. Pén o vé nha rdi. Trir phi may dinh & day
thém mdt démnira.”

“Khong, khong,” Charlie hép tip. “Chéu khong nghe thiy. Phai Ong cau Paton...”

“Hin khong vao. Lién tuc goi cho tao tir cai mobile tin ta ctia hin. Mén db phai gi6. Tha dimg bao gio phat minh ra thi hon. Theo tao thi d6 1 d6 ding
cta quy.”

Charlie vi1 qua lio Weedon, Billy lot tot theo sau. Ching phong bay lén phong ngu chung dé lay gi6 xach va tr xubng tién sanh trong vong ba phiit diing.
Lio Weedon i ach dudi theo ching xudng cau thang,

“Ching may khong ximg dang mot ngaty nghi,” o vira u bau vira mo khoa canh ctra niing né.

Charlie khong mét cong di dép ring mot ngay roi khoi trurong khong phai I ngiy nghi R&t cude mura tuyét da ngimg, nhung thay vao do lai ld mt man
suong dong bang. Thoat dAu ching khong nhén ra chiéc xe ctia Ong cau Paton dau bén kia quang trrdng, Nhur thuong 16, dau ong cli gim xudng mot
quyén sach. Nhurng khong nhu thurong €, 6ng khong deo kinh den.

“Hau nhur cha thiy gi trong man swong nay,” Ong cau Paton nhan xét khi bon nhéc 10m com chui vao ghé sau. “Nén ta nghi chéing ai nhin thiy ta.”

Ong 14i xe can thin ra khoi quang truong, Trdi d3 gin ti, dén duong hién ra nhur nhig vang séang diu nhe, treo lo' limg trong mén surong,

“Suong gi ky quéi,” Ong ciu Paton n6i trong khi nhin théing v& trude. “N6 ¢6 mii mudi. Chéc tir bién bay vao, c6 troi biét, cach nhidu dam chir it gi.”

ST

“Bién.” Charlie bat dau ndi két cac sur viée lai voi nhau. “Ong cau Paton, c6 mdt thing bé mdi t6i trurdng ciia con. N6 durge ban phép thuat, theo nhur né
noi, 1a dim chét duoi.”

Ong c4u Paton cudi kha. “Dim chét dudi? Vay chic 1a bong ma tir con tau dém hay sao?”

“Chuyén nghiém tiic ddy a, thira ong Yewbeam,” Billy sot sang, “N6 dim chét nguoi ta.”

Charlie thém. “Cha n6 14 Lord Grinwald. Nguoi ma da...”

“Quy than oi! Ta hicuy con roi, Charlie. Mot ké hity diét timg c6 trén doi. Han im hoi ing tiéng d khé IAu. Ta tudng hin chét hay bj chon viti dau d6 roi
chir. Nén nhd...” Ong céu Paton nhan coi voi mt chiée xe i 1 hién ra khoi man swong, 16 sat t6i thit nguy hiém. “Dao nay c6 nhi€u vy dam tau gan khu
vure ctia han. Phan Ion 1a ngur dan. Ho giai thich 1a do thoi tiét, nhung dau bict chirng, ai ngd dugce.”

“Ving ctia héin & dau?”” Charlie hoi.

“Phurong Bic.” Ong cdu Paton phay ban tay ra mdt huéng v dinh. “Mot trong nhitng hon dao. Khong ai i biét vi tri dich x4c. Bon  ching rt bi hiém, 1
nha Grimwald 4y. Liru truyén ring khi mot dira con trai trong gia dinh t6i 12 tudi thi, hogc 4 cha n6 hodc a n6 s& chét. Khong | thé ndo ca hai ciing song
qua khoi ndm sinh nhat thir 13 cua dira con trai. ThAm hoa gia dinh, ta c6 thé noi thé, nhung mat khac, mot ké dim chét dudi van tdt hon I hai”

Charlie d& mét cha khi con qué nho nén khong nhé gi vé cha. Nhung by gios cha n6 da duoc tim thiy, s& that kinh khing néu nhu nd mét cha 1an nira, &
tuoi 12. Noi s¢ bat giac khien no ring minh, khi nghi gio nay ba me dang ¢ ngoai bién khoi. Tham chi né con ném thay vi muoi trén moi.

Chiéq xe gidt nay lén dirmg gAp lai vi Ong cau Paton chot nhin ra minh da ¢ bén ngoai nha S(A)q 9. Khi ho budc ra khoi xe, man swong bao kin lay ho nhur
mot tam man bang gid. Billy bat ho va 6m bum lay ngure, n6i 16t dét. “No chui thang xudng c6 hong, Nhur 1a nudt tring len cotton vay.”

Khi ba 6ng chau leo 1én nhing bac cAp, tiéng chudng nha tho bi nghet xuyen qua khong gian n suong, Ong cau Paton n6i, “A, né nhéc ta mdi nh.
Homnay la ddm cudi ctia ba ¢d Venetia d6, Charlie.” Ong mo ctra trude ra.

“Mot ngiy khing khiép cho dam cudi,” Charlie binh luan khi budc vao trong nha. “Xui phéi biét, con nghi vay.”
Ong cAu chiii chan vao tAm tham chi chan. “Ta khdng dugc modi, cling tu nhién thoi.”

Hai thiing bé mirng him vi ngoai Maisie ciing khong duoc mdi. Ching c6 thé ngdi xoi mdt bita tra ngon Bnh ma khong co bd miit chiu bau cia ndi Bone
It T bén kia ban.

“Phai chi con thiy ba ndi ctia con nhi,” ngoai Maisie ni. “Rét cude ba ta quyét dinh di dam cudi. V& bét binh 1 ra dy mit, nhung ba ta vén khong thé
bd 16 su kién nay. Ba ta dién mau tim tir dau dén chan. Ping, thdm chi d6i gidy cling tim vdi cai no to su bén trén. Con nén thi 61 thdi! Gan bao nhiéu la
nho. Trong nhur mét t6 trai cay tron.”



Hil,]h anh gurong mat dai cua ndi Bone phia dudi nhirng chiim nho mau tim lam Charlie bi héc khoai tay chién, ca ban cuoi 1§ 1én, Ong cau Paton cudi to
nhat.

Charlie dinh di tham Benjamin sau bita tra, nhung quang canh tir ctra s nha bép nhin ra chéing khich 16 chit ndo. Nhirg ngdi nha phia bén kia duong
chim trong bong ti va swrong mil. Tt ca chi ¢6 thé nhin thiy nhimg dém séng birc béi tir nhitng chiéc xe hoi chay cuc chim trén dudng,

Billy nudi tiéc nhin ra cira s6. N6 ao udc duoc di ly con chudt cung ctia minh nhung khong dam xin x6 vao mdt dém hiém hoa nhur thé nay.
“Mai tyi minh s€ di léy Rembrandt sém,” Charlie hira. “Tui minh s&€ rii Benjamin véi Hat Pau di cing uon.”

Déu do trong dém, man suong mil lo do cudn di khoi, nhurong chd cho swong gi4 bao kin ]éy thanh phc”')‘ va mit Vﬁng tréng tron hién ra tit trén troi. Tung
mai nha sang lap lanh nhu rac bac. Trong ving dong hoang bén kia song, mdt sinh vat bi nhot gilt bat dau tru Ién thong thiét.

Sang Chi Nhat chao d6n hai thing nho bang anh ning ryc 15 va bau troi xanh bang gid. Ching tur lim bita sang cho minh — cbm bap, banh mi mréng va
sita — trurde khi c6 ai thirc ddy. Nhung ngoai Maisie rang ¢b xubng cau thang trong bo d6 ngi miu hdng va nhirg dng cudn téc ngay khi ching vira an

xong,

“Nhé vé nha vio gior an trra ddy kéo khong ta s& di theo cac con,” ba néi. “Buong Piminy ¢ ngay dang sau nha tho 16n, gan tiém séch ¢6 Ingledew. Néu
cac con muon ghé an trura ¢ tiém sach thi phai goi dién cho ba biet.”

“Tui con khong t6i d6 dau,” Charlie nguong nghiu noi.
Ngoai Maisie ngheo dau qua bén. “Con ci nhau véi mot trong nhirng ban gai ddy 4.”
“Con khong c6 ban gai,” Charlie nong nay. “Va con chéng ci nhau voi ai ca.”

Trén duodng ra cira bon con trai dé y thiy mdt cai mil to tudng, mau sic sic sd dat trén chiéc ghé trong hanh lang. Trong né ding i t6 tréi cay tron. Céi
mil khién Billy bt cuoi khiic khich va Charlie lap tirc cam thay nhe nguoi di.

Benjamin ludn sin sang dé di tham hiém, va Hat Pau 6 st canh bén nd, vui mirg ti ton khi soi ddy dit ché duoc Ay xudng khoi cai moc trong hanh
lang.

Ba me Benjamin dang méi miét im vi¢e khi ba théing bé roi nha s6 12. La thém tir tur ¢6 nghila 1 ngaty nghi cudi tun cling ban ron y nhur ngay thuong,
Homnay c6 chii khong ra ngoai diéu tra, ma ¢ trong nha bép dé thiét ké mot dién mao cai trang tinh vi khac. Ho phai thuong xuyén lam moi viée hoa
trang ctia minh khi dang “theo d6i mt doi twong”, nhur cach noi cuia ho. C6 nhiéu khi dén ca Benjamin cling khong nhén ra ba me minh. Nhiing i nhu
vay, c6 chi rat min nguyén, mic du Benjamin thi khong,

“Minh an trura & nha bd nhé?” Benjamin hoi khi ching di vé phia nha tho 16n.

Charlie nhan ra c6 chi Brown hay ¥ vao ngoai Maisie don cho con trai minh nhimg bira thinh soan vao cudi tudn. “Di nhién,” Charlie dap.

“Billy Ay duoc Rembrandt xong, tui minh c6 t6i quan Ca Phé Thi Kiéng an qua khong?”” Benjamin hao hirc hoi.

“Khong,” Charlie n6i, hoi nhanh.

Benjamin khung lai. “Sao vay?”

“C6 thé ndi thé nay, Emma va Olivia s& & d6 va tui né khong hin hoan khi gap minh.”

“Sao vay?” Benjamin hoi tiép

Charlie ké cho 16 nghe vé Dagbert.

“Nhung ban bé phai m knh véi nhau chir,” Benjamin kién quyét. “Bd ¢6 thé giai thich cho tui né ring d6 & mdt sw hiéu Am khing khiép.”

“Khong d& viy dau,” Billy n6i, trong khi Charlie duén vurot Ién trude. “Anh biét ddy, Dagbert da im tit ca tui em dién tiét hét ca lén. N6 goi em 12 d di
dang”

Hat Pau kéo Benjamin chay theo Charlie. Benjamin tho hing hyc. “Minh nghi bd nén xin 161.”

“Hir, khong d4u.” Charlie buée nhanh hon nita. “Chuyén thé 1 thé.”

Khong ding. Charlie rét mudn xin 18i Emma va Olivia. C6 diéun6 khong nghi ra céch lim diéu d6 nhur thé no. N6 quén phéng i minh phii di qua khic
cuoi ngd Nha Tho Lon trén duong téi duong Piminy.

Tiémsach c6 Ingledew lot thom trong ngd Nha Tho Lon, thube day nha 0 noi béng rim nha tho 16n d6 xudng. Charlie nhin khiip con hém rai s6i dan t6i
tiém sach va quay qua r& vao duong Piminy. N6 thic nyic Olivia c¢d ¢ trong ti€ém sach véi Emma hay khong, Tui n6 dang lam gi? Giip di cia Emima, ¢6



Ingledew, khong sai. Chic 1a dang phén loai sach, quét bui nhimg bia sach boc da, chii nhirg gdy sdch ma vang bao nhitng trang sich mong manh.
Hodc tyi no dang tudng tuwong mot ke hoach trirng phat Charlie vi nhitng 101 ma né khong bao gio n6i?

V& mit ndo d(’g Charlie da dgén ding. Emma va Olivia dang & trong tiém sach that, dang turdng turgng mot ké hoach — chi ¢6 Olivia tudng turong thi ding
hon. Nhung ké hoach d6 chang lién quan gi dén Charlie. Ma lién quan téi mot thir nghiém

Tai phép cua Olivia van con bi mat déi voi gia dinh Bloor. Chi ban be can k& nht moi biét con nhé 1 nguoi tao 4o giac. Trong dam biét didu nay, vai
dira, gom Charlie, nghi viéc con bé bi phat gidc chi la van @& thoi gian thoi, boi vi Olivia 1 dién vién. N6 ham vui, va ndi mé thich ding tai phép ctia minh
dé dua choi thinh thoang lai ché ngy, diéu khién no.

Chinh sir 4m anh vé chim ctia Emma d4 goi cho Olivia nay ra mdt y tuong vo ctng nguy hiém. Emma c6 thé bay, nhung trude tién nd phai bién thanh
chim mo6i bay durge. N6 hay v& chim, suu tp 16ng chim, va meé méi ngim hinh nhimg loai chim d bi tuyét chung tr lau. Budi sang hom d6 Emma chot
ndy ra trong 6¢ vé mot loai chim ma né chua bao gio nghe néi dén. Loai chim ny & trong mit quyén sach xua quy hiém nhét cta di né.

Emma cdm quyén sach vio phong trong va dé o ra trén dau gdi. “Hay tudng tuwong ndo, Liv! Minh gidng nhu con chim nay, mo dai that dai, chan to
that to, nhung doi canh lai bé xiu dén ndi khong the bay Ién khéi miat dat.”

Olivia nim théing cang trén chiéc ghé x6 pha thoai i cta c6 Ingledew. N6 dét tay sau gay va nhim mét lai. “T¢ hinh dung duoc con chim than d6 16i,”
n6 cudimy. “Bay gio t& tao con chim do ra cho bo thay nhé, Em? Roi bo bien thanh con chim d6. The 14 ¢6 hai con, va tyi minh s€ dé cho di cua b
doén, xem con chim nio 1 Emma, con no 1 4o 4nh?”” Né md mit ra, ngoi bat day, vo hai tay vao nhau. “Ding. Tui minh am di.”

Emma nhin xo4y vao nhd ban, nhiu may lo Eing. “Té khong nghii vay dau, Liv. Vay khong ding.”

“Cé gi ma khong ding? i, Em!”

“Tui minh khong nén... str dung tai phép lam vui.”

“Thi sa0? Ai n6i thé?”

“D6 14 diéu tui minh ai cling phai biét,” Emma cimg coi.

Olivia nga ich xubng trd lai ddng gbi ném. “Hir, t6 s& im.”

“KHONG, Liv. Lam on dimg, Coi chirng bd...”

Nhung con chim thén dang thanh hinh kia. Khi Olivia ngoai nhin qua vai, mjt méng Iong sic s& hién ra trén khong trung phia sau,dﬁu n6. Emma bég uc
nhin dam 16ng bét dau vao ding vi tri trong hinh hai cia mdt sinh vat dep me hon. P6i canh rong, cai dudi xoe ra duyén dang, mat den nhur hat huyén, va
caimd sdc mau cam

Chura hai 1ong véi hinh dang con chim, Olivia cho 16 bt ra nhitng tiéng ctic cu dai khi nd ép qua khung ctra che rém vao trong tiém

Ping lic d6 chudng tiém séch rung kinh coong, cira mo ra va mdt phy nit cao to xuit hién & ngudng cira.

C6 Ingledew dang dan twa sach trén quay chot ngude lén, bdi ri. Hai sur viée cting xay ra voi co mot lic. Mot, d6 1a ¢6 da quén khoa cira tiém vao
ngaty Chu Nhat va hai, mdt con chim quai la vira song chuong khdi s¢ thi va tim dudng vo tigm sach ctia ¢6. Tinh hung thdm chi con hoang mang hon
khi Emma chay 11 vao phong, thét to. “Oi khong!” Nghe vAy con chim bién phut vao khoéng khi.

“A.” vikhéch la Ién tiéng, “Mot a0 gidc. Thi vi qua.”

Khong nghi ngd gi vé vi khach khong duoc chao dén kia. Nhin méi toc den rire, 10ng may cao hinh cénh cung chic hin Emma s& biét d6 1a ba ¢o
Venetia ctia Charlie. Nhung gio mu moi thay doi lam sao! Khong con vay ban thiu va 4o khodc thing thinh nhur dao gan day nita. Nguoi phy nir nay mic
veston mau hoa tir dinh hirong rat lich duyét, c6 4o vién long thu, voi doi giay bot cling vien long thi & ¢o.

“Ta vira m6i Ky chdng, ngudi phy nir ndi, di xudng ba bac thang vo trong tiém. Gio ta i ba Venetia Shellhorn. Ta chuén bi di huéng tuAn tring mat
day.”

“Vay u?” C6 Ingledew no6i, khong mt may may tuoi tinh lén.

“Piing, Va ta mudn dura...” ba cd Venetia ngodi nhin ra sau vai. “Chiing du ri?” my ta cam can.
Cira md ra, rit chim

“Céc con cia ta,” ba ¢d Venetia vay ban tay deo ging ra cira.

Dimg & bac thang trén cting 13 hai dira tré éo 14, thwong tm nhit mi Emma timg théy.
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Chwong 5
Chiéc 4m cia Feromel
Ba c6 Venetia vay bon tré va ching lét phét tién 61 trude, dtra con gai dan dau, théng con trai hiu nhur khong nhich ti ndo.

“Pay la Miranda.” Ba ¢6 Venetia chop ban tay con bé va giing t6i dimg bén can my. “N6 nhd thé so voi 7 tudi, nhi? Nhung Eric, trm, trdi dat, nhin no
nay. Aima nghind 6 tudi co chir?” Mu lao x0 ra cho thang bé, ¢ tdmtay nd nhung n6 i phat lai va dimg dua vao tua sach.

“Lai déy, thing ngu.” Ba c6 Venetia xia x6i. Mu quay qua c6 Ingledew. “ Ta duoc cho biét 13 thing chAu trai ctia ta hay t6i dy vao chii nhat.”

C6 Ingledew ndi sang, “ Khong phai luon luon.”

“Khong thanh vin d&.” Ba ¢ Venetia nhin Emma. “Ta cho 1 hom nay miy s& gip no, phai khong, Ella... hay gi gi d6?”

“Om...” Emma 4p ing

“ May hay chuyén ching cho n6.” Ba ¢6 Venetia bao con nho.

“Chuyén ching, ..” Emma hrdng hr. Y ba I chuyén céc con ciia ba?”

“Chir may nghi gi?”” Ba c6 Venetia ddy Miranda mot phat vé phia Emma.

“Ba khong thé dé ching ¢ day duoc,” ¢d Ingledew cam phén.

Ba ¢6 Venetia budc Ién cac bac thang, tiéng gidy cao ot nén doang doang nhur tiéng stng nd. “Khong c6 ai & nha s 9. Paton chéic chéin c6 ¢ nha,
nhung han khong bao gid'ra mo ctra. Vivdy ta phai dé bon tre ¢ day. Chi Eustacia cta ta s& don ching lic 5 gio. Ta nghe n6i ¢6 lam banh mi sandwich
rat khéo, co6 Ingledew.”

“DAy | tiém ban sach, khong phai nha tré.” C6 Ingledew gian dir dén ndi ¢ din manh mdt cudn sach qui xudng quéy.

“Ta lm sao dua ching di tudn tring mét ctia ta dwoc ha?” Xong, ba ¢ Venetia vira hat vira w6t ra ngoai dudng “Lii tré nit. ..Hay ngoan.”

Cénh ctra kinh coong déng dap lai bo lai ¢6 Ingledew chét diéng, nhin chiim chiim qua dAu Miranda t&i Emma.

“Hir!” Mai cudi cing ¢6 Ingledew mdi thét 1n 1oi. Chéc hén c6 mudn trit gan xi x4, nhung hai dira tré trong thiéu nio qua, ¢6 nhan ra néu minh than
thé chi lam syr tinh éo le hon trrde m thoi. Ba c6 Venetia d3 loi dung ban tinh tt ciia co.

Lic ndy hai dra tré da dinh chim vo nhau. Ching dimg ndm tay nhau gjita tiém Am Iét dom, trude tién 3 Emma 16i t6i ¢6 Ingledew. Qua thét ching qua
nho so v6i tudi chiia ching, Miranda c6 toc mau Iong chudt va mét xim. N6 méic quin jeans va 4o khodc do, chiée 4o hinh nhur d thu lai miy ¢&. Ong
tay 4o tham chi khong che n6i hai ¢d tay dmnhu chan chim ctia n6. Mii toc rdi bui ciia Eric sdm miu hon, rd rang da lau rdi chwra duoc cit, 1 1on xon
xubng vai né thanh nhitng niii r6i bong. N6 nic quin nhung ké mau xanh 14 cay, ban bét noi dau gbi, 40 jacket den mét tiéu vai cai nit.

Tim Emma se lai vi ching. Con nhé von khong thé chiu ndi khi thdy nhimg sinh vt bé nho khén khd. «Pén gip ban cta chi di.” N6 chia tay ra. “ Tui chi
dang v& chim. Cac em co thich v& khong, A ma, chi Ia Emma.”

Miranda néi *“ Tui em di iy con ché ctia minh duoc khong?”
“Ch6?” C6 Ingledew nhan mit. “ N6 dau?”
“Ching chau phéi dé n6 ¢ nha. N6 rit c6 don. N6 ghét & mdt minh Eim.”” Mét Miranda rom rém nudc.

Olivia chon diing khoanh khéc nay dé tho dau ra khoi timrém. “O!” N6 ré Ién khi thiy bon tré. “ TG khong biét 1 c6 ngudi & ddy. Té dang nambep dé
phong c6 ngudi thay con chim”

“Chim nao?”” Eric sang rd én.
“Q. Thi con chim.”” Olivia tinh bo. “Em 14 ai?”
Bon tré nhin Olivia chong choc, imre.

“Pay 1a Miranda va Eric,” Emma n6i, hoi qua don da. “Ching Ia emho...emho ké mdi ctia Charlie Bone, t& nghi vay.”



Oliva tron mét. “ Toi nghiép khong, Chi cha ham ba con gi véi gia dinh 6. Chi 1 Olivia.”

“Olivia!” C6 Ingledew gay git. “Lam on dimg néi kiéu d6 vé gia dinh Charlie.”

“Uil” Olivia rut d4u vio.

“Lam on cho tui chau di Iy con ché di?”” Miranda kéo nai.

C6 Ingledew giii dAu. “Co khong biét, cung. Y ¢6 I, limsao chiu vo nha duoc? Me ké cta chau cé dé chia khoa lai cho chéu khong?”
Miranda Fic dau.

C5 Ingledew tho dai. “ Chdr ¢6 chit. Dé ¢6 hoi y kién mot ngudi ban.” C6 iy chiéc moblie ctia ¢ tir trong tiii quin ra va bét diu bam .

Emma lua hai dira tré vO nha sau trong khi ¢6 Ingledew goi cho 6ng Paton Yewbeam Miranda va Eric nghi hodc ng6 xung quanh can phong day sach va
cudi cung quyet dinh ngdi xuong ghé so-pha, dinh sat vao nhau.

“Di ciia chi ¢6 lau khong?” Miranda hoi. “ Chattypatra s& ur tr, o tr dén chimg ndo tui em vé voi nd.”

“Tén o4ch qua.” Olivia nhan xét. “ Goc gic tir dau vay?”

“Ténnod da Ia Cleopatra,” Miranda néi. “Nhung tai vind nhiél} chuyén qua. Om, cir stia, tru i rén la. Vi viy ma me. ..” nd im bt va nhin Eric. Thing bé
bammoi dudi lai nhung khong khéce. “Vivay me.” Miranda ticp, “Me em goi nd la Chattypatra(1) (Cleopatra la tén nit hoang Ai Cap. Vicon cho hay
“n6i nhieu” nén me ching doi thanh Chattypatra, chat tirc 1a nhi€u chuyén, tan gau.)”

“Hay ghé,” Olivia gat gu.

C6 Ingledew ngod vo phong va bao voi chiing, chirmg nao 6ng Yewbean tim dugc chia khda nha ba c¢d Venetia, 6ng s& sai Charlie mang t6i day.

“Vay s& rat |au?” Poi mdi ruém dé ciia Miranda khén nai nhin ¢6 Ingledew.

“Cd khong nghi viy déu, cung, Nao, miy cung c6 mubn gitip Emma 1am banh sandwich khong?”

“Di nhién r6i,” Olivia mau mén. “Bi thoi, tui minh kep mat ong v6i chudi, hay 1 pho mat vi nho khd, hay 1 budi véi dau phong? Hay 1 xtic xich voi

cam.
C5 Ingledew thd phao — Miranda, mé mu di theo Olivia vo nha bép, Eric bam sat got.

Negay khi c6 Ingledew vira quay ra tiém thi 5ng Paton Yewbean goi bao tin ndi Bone di ving, déng ctra rdi, va gior khong cach chi vo phong ba ta tim
chia khoa.

“Oi, Paton, em khong biét phai lam gi nita. Lii tré dang thwong im. Trong ching rat dau khd. Em nghi con ché s& lam chiing vui Ién.”

“Ba chi quy qudi cua t6i nghil gi thé' khong biét?” ong Paton can nhin, “Sao lai thay ching toi tiém ctia em? Nay, Julia, anh khong biét ¢6 duoc hay
khong, nhung anh doan chac chan Ia ba Venetia hay dé chia khoa cira dudi mit bire turgng than kin khong 16, gém ghiée ¢ bac thang trén cling nha ba
ta.”

“Tuong than kn?” C6 Ingledew 16, ¢6 chura timg Ko hanh dén nha ba Venetia bao gio.

“Sinh vét dir ton. Bing d4. Tai to. Mii dai. C6 réu quai nén. Ngdi chdm chdm. Ban chan to ding”

“Em biét than kim,” ¢6 Ingledew néi nhanh. “Em chi thic méic s khon ngoan ctia viée dé chia khoa ciia dudi tuong than Iin i g thoi.”

“N6 khong phai 1a vat séng, Julia than yéu.”

“Em biét n6 khong phai k vat song.” C6 Ingledew thé dai néio né. Doi khi dng Paton khong song clng thé gidi v6i ngudi khéc. Y em ki nhéy ¢6 ngudi
tim théy chia khoa va vo nha.”

“Nha d6 ai trén doi nay mudn vao? Ctia cai quy gid ciia ba Venetia toan nhimg thir dé ém bua ma chi minh ba ta méi biét cach str dung thoi.”

C6 Ingledew chiu thua. “Céam on, Paton. Bon em s& nghi ki Ve no.”

V& phin minh, Ong cau Paton ti hoi c6 Julia s& nghi vé c4i gi. Ong rat yéu rr,én ¢6, nhung d6i khi ho khong 6 trong ciing tin s6. Ngay khi Charlie va
damban nd v€ nha, 6ng s€ bao nd mau mau ti nha ba Venetia coi c¢d tim thay chia khda dudi burc tugng khdng, “Ma khoan, suy nghi lai, tt hon dé

chiing in trura xong ta hing néi,” Ong cau Paton doc thoai.

Trong khi d6 Charlie, Billy va Benjamin dang cham réi tha b trén dudng Piminy. Chiing van chura tim thiy tiém Am Bun, trong bung da bt dau nghi cai



tiém d6 khong ton tai. Pudng Piminy chi chit nhitng tiém nho, ky di, tat ca déu dong cira, di nhién, vi hém nay 1 Chii Nhat. Nao 1 tiém pho mét, tiém
lam dén cay, tiém lam gidy, tiém lam d6 mdc, roi thi ti€m lam banh mi, tiém ban hoa va tham chi ¢ ca tiém da.

“Tiém D4, Charlie lAm bdm, ngd vo cira s6 ti hiv “Vay tirc 1a sao?”

“Chéc 1 ho ban db ding lam bing d4?” Benjamin doan mo.

Bit chot Charlie nhan ra mdt hinh khbi cao 16n & bén trong cira s6. N6 nhin k' hon va thit Ién”’ Mot birc twong”. Khi méit né da quen voi bong toi, ndi
thét ctia tiém dan hién 16 ra. By gio 16 o thé thiy nhitng birc trong khac: mdt nhém twong nhitng ngudi linh La Ma to bang nguoi thit; bén canh ho I
ba nguoi phu nir mit may hung han cam dui cui variu, It xa hon nita thi t6i mbt ngurdi dan ong trong giong yéu tinh hon la con nguoi. O gin cubi i phong,
bén dudi cira s6 mai, ¢6 mdt hiép s cudi ngwra cim thuwong, Con ngwa ctia hiép si co cim Iong chim & dau, va bén dudi yén, thn minh n6 phi tim mén
duoc két tir I4 cay.

“Ong ta dang d4u throng,” Benjamin n6i ra vé am tuong,

“Tudng tuong néu ho song thi sao nhi!” Billy thi thAm.

Charlie i mot budc khoi cira s6. Rét ¢6 thé, trong thanh phd ¢ nhitng con ngudi co kha ning khién cho tuong sdng day Fim chir.

“Minh ngiri thiy mii c4,” Benjamin ndi. “Ca Hat Pau ciing ngiri thay.”

Hat Pau da buon t6i mdt cira ti¢ém déng phia cudi duong, Chi ta dang dimg giita via hé va stia um lén bire xiic.

“N6 stia vy 1 vin6 thich ca ha?” Charlie hoi khi nguyén dam chay hoc tdc vé phia con ché vang,

“Ghét thi ¢6,” Benjamin thé phi pho, tom Ay vong c6 Hat Dau.

Nhung bén trong ctra s con ché dang stia hoan toan trong tron. Mot térg bién d& “CA”. Nhitng méu tir mau xanh da troi in cau tha trén nén tring, trong
nhur viét de 1én dong chir gi khic nira. Thit vay, néu nhin k¥ hon, ta c6 thé thay chit “Ban thit” bén dudi tam bién trang,

“Céc anh c6 biét em thiy n6 mii gi khong?” Billy noi.

“Dagbert,” Charlie dap.

Ca dam trd it nhin cai tiém trong hoac r01 nhin [én ctra s0 tang trén, tir hoi ddy c6 ding 1 noi Dagbert cur ngy hay khong, Va néu dung thi, loai nguoi
3o lai im cha mbt cira tiém ving teo vi tim bién qudy quéa nhur vay.

“Nhitng ngudi rat lap di,” tiéng ai d6 vang lén, dudng nhu doc duoc tim tri ctia bon ching,

Ca dam quay lai va thdy mot phu nix dimg bén ngoai mot ng6i nha cach d6 ba can. Mai toc mau ddng cia ba lang df:n ndi trong nhur ba doi mil bao
hiém, chiéc 40 bong mau den bong dén d6 clr tudng nd lam bang thép. Ngudi ba to bé ngang, véi doi vai rong tao an tugng vé mdt strc manh phi
thuong,

“Ba dang chd' miy cung i
chét.”

i, ngudi phu nit noi. “Ba 1a ba Kettle, ban ciia ba bép truong, C6 mdt con vat nho dang ndn ndng gip méiy cung mudn

“Rembrandt!” Billy kéu lén, chay thuc mang t6i chd ba.

“Cung 14 Billy ddy nmi? Con cung chic chin 1 Benjamin rdi, nhin con ché 1 biét lién, va cung 1 Charlie. V6 di, méy cung, troi lanh héo queo ngoai d6.”
Ba Kettle di vo tiém, chac chan khac mdt troi mt vic so vai céi tiém ca vang hoe dang kia.

Tét ca moi thir trong tiém ctia ba Kettle hinh nhur déu sang bong nhoang. Chikhi mit Charlie quen véi 4nh sang chéi Ia xung quanh, n6 m6i nhdn ra vat
g citng déu 1 4m dun nurée. P moi hinh thiy, kich ¢d va mau sic. Chd nay 4m chen chic nhau trén céc ké, choc kia 4m khoa séc trén ban hoac ngo1
riéng ¢, chém ché trén nhimg chan dé. O vi tri danh dy dit mot c4i 4m ddng 1on nhét ma Charlie timg thay N6 hién ngang ding dbi dién giita ctra s,

¢6 hang loat 4&m khéc nho hon bao quanh; ta ¢6 thé thiy hinh anh la king, nghiéng nghiéng, mang céc sic thai miu dong ctia toan bd cira hing phan chiéu
1én mit bén sang hoang ctia nod.

“Céi ddy chi dé trung thoi, miy cung ” Ba Kettle n6i khi nhin theo anh mit ctia Charlie. “Cai 4m chién nhét ctia ba & ding sau phong ndy co. Di véi ba
n40.” Ba 6t qua mdt & cira vom & cudi tiém va ra hiéu cho ching v6 mdt can phong khac, cting chat day 4m dun nude, nhung phong niy ¢ nhiéu
khong gian hon mot chut xiu. Bbn chiéc ghe boc démchd ngoi, khong co Am & trén, ké quanh mdt céi ban nho.

Billy ché bung da no dé y dén cai gi. Khong sao kiém ché ndi sy non nong, nd budt mom N6 dau? Con chudt cia chau dau?”

“Ai cha. Ba tir hoi,” ba Kettle gheo n6, “cung tudng ba quén rdi u?”

“Phai,” Billy I miéng. “A khong. Lam on di, n6 déu roi?”

"Cé ngay day!" Ba Kettle khong tay vao mdt trong hang 16 hang Ioc 4m va iy ra mot con chudt den bong,



Billy gidt con chudt khoi tay ba, thét tréng, “Rembrandt!”

“N6 yéu cai Am do Fm,” ba Kettle noi. “N6 da thir tat ca rdi nhung d6 1a cai &m n6 thich nhit.”

Benjamin trong lo Fing, “Um, ba ban 4m dung mrdc a?”

“Pumg lo, cung,” ba Kettle noi. “Ba rira sach bén trong 4m thurong xuyén mi. Chudt c6 thé 1 sinh cat do day ddy chi?”

Charlie chot nghe thé}{ ¢6 tiéng tréng vong dén tir dau d6 phia sau. Hat Pau nhing nhit mubn gip Rembrandt dén ndi cai dudi xii, ngoe ngudy ctia nd dap
tling xéng vao hai cai am trang men.

“Rembrandt khong mudn choi,” Billy n6i, 6mrit léy con chudt.

Trude mot hiéu kénh tir Benjamin, Hat Pau danh mién cudng thoi quat dudi nhung tiéng tréng lp tirc duoc thay thé bang tiéng hii inh 6i tir mdt cai dm
dang dun trén bép.

Ba Kettle cdi do khoac ra va bao bon tré lam theo minh. Xem ra nhiét d¢ ting Ién it nhét hai chuc d6, Charlie c6i 4o len rdi cdi 4o jacket cuia n6 ra ludn.
Bon con trai ngdi xubng va va ba Kettle rot tra ¢dm dic ra bon cai tich. Benjamin khong thich tra nhung n6 hiéu ra minh con nhén duoc cai gi khac nira
0 noi toan nhitng am Ia amnay. No6i cho ngay, d6 1a thir tra curc ngon, va sau vai ngum, chiing hoat bat han Ién, ké ca Benjamin. Ctr nhur 1a nu6t loai
khong khi ma 1am cho ta thay nhe ténh va tinh ngudi ra vay.

Trong khi udng tra, ba Kettle ké cho ching v& tiém c4 trén dudng nay, méic du ché dira nao hoi ba vé chuyén do.

“Noi d6 timg I tiém bén thit,” ba Kettle noi. “Ong chii tiém rit d& mén, hay cho ba thém thit viun. Um, 6ng 4y bdng nhién mot sang thirc ddy va ra di.
Khéng mdt I ir bigt.

“Chéc tai 6ng 4y nhan duroc mbdt 161 & nghi mi ong Ay khong thé tir chdi,” Charlie doan.

“Chéic chan,” ba Kettle ddng y. “Nhung mAly cung nghi coi, ai d tra tién mua c4i noi tréi khody d6 thi phai chuyén céi gi vo day chir. Déng ny, ba chua
bao gio trong thay mdt céi vay ca trung ¢ cira s nita 1a.”

“Nhung n6 c6 mii cd,” Benjamin chi ra.

“Bich xéc.” Ba Kettle chom t6i trude. “Méy cung biét khong, ba nghif chit “CA” treo Ién cira s6 chi dé gai thich cho céi miti d6 thoi. Khong phéi vi ho
ban ca steps gi hét.”

“0,” Charlie ngay ra khi hiéu dwoc ngu y ctia ba Kettle. “Néu y ba mudn ni 6 ai & d6 boc mii ¢4 thi chau biét i ai roi.”
“Thét 42 D6i mét miu dong cia ba Kettlr cang tron 1én nhur trai cam

“N6 tén i Dagbert Endless,” Charlie bao v6i ba. “HE n6 di dén dau, miii ¢4 theo n6 dén d6. N6 ndino c6 thé dim chét nguoi. Cha nd 1 Lord
Grimwald, va...”

“Chung t6i biét r6i!” Ba Kettle kéu lén. “Hoac doan ra roi. Ba bép trudng da nghi ngd, nhung khong chéc Em O, ba ban dang thuong ctia ba, ba hi
vong ba 4y khong gip ric roi. Ba di canh bao ba dy dimg dén day nira, ching ta 1 chd ban than thiét.”

Charlie néi,  Nhung céch day da Iau, khi Lord Grimwald lam diéu ac doc do...”
“Chéic chdn héin da cudi ai d6 rdi,” Billy thém, “vi vy hin s& khong qudy riy ba bép truong nira.”

“Ciing ching c6 gikhac.” Ba Kettle ubng hét tach trd cta minh. Hinh nhur tra khon ¢6 tac dung ting hyc cho ba chit ndo. Ma ding ra trong ba i é. “Ba
bep trudng 1a cho ban than thiét,” ba Iap lai, lic dau.

Pé 1am ba vui Ién, Benjamin hoi ba c6 cai dm dién ndo khong,

Ai dé ba Kettle phin nd. “Cung goi thir &6 ma 13 4m? Ba thi khong. Ammurde sbi 1 boi bép 1 nong, chir khong phéi khi bAm mot cai nt.
Benjamin né ny cudi t&n to. “Chau xin 161.”

Charlie quyét dinh d dén lic ra vé. Bon ching dén dé iy Rembrandt va ching d c¢6 con chudt roi. N6 dmg én cam on ba Kettle da moi tra.
“Khong c6 chi, Charlie Bone. Cung s& dén nira chir?”

Charlie dap, “Dinhién a.”

Ba Kettle din bon chiing trd lai phong trude, nhung e sdp di qua 6 cira vom, Charlie chot dimg lai. N6 chot cam thiy c6 cai gi & phia bén trai gian giat



rat khac thurong, N6 phai dua vo tuong dé giit binh tinh, va mot cam gidc nhon nhdt trong ¢6 hong khién n6 bat ho. N6 quay dau lai, rit cham, va thdy &
trén cai ban tron, khuat trong bong t0i x6 mdt vat den xi, tron tm. Trong ki hon n6 nhdn ra d6 13 mot cai am co, den kit khoi mudi.

“Ba da bao cung 1 c4i m t6t nhat ciia ba ndm khudt néo ma,” ba Kettle bao kha.

“Céi Am tot nht ctia ba ddy sa0?”” Charlie tién lai gin cai vat den thui.

“U, cho dén nay.” Ba Kettle ni kh& dén ndi Charlie hu nhur khong nghe thiy, nhung n6 cam nhan dugce n01 vui sudng ctia ba khi néi. “No do t tién
cta ba, Feromel, rén ra cach ddy hon ném tramndm. Feromel la tho ren kiém thay phap. Ong 4y d4 rén rat nhiéu 4 am sit than ky. C6 troi biét bay giuof
ching dau ca r6i.” Ba dén dimg ngay sau lung Charlie. “Cung I ngudi chu du ding khong, Charlie? Ba dang thic nic cung c6 cam thiy no khong?”

“Cam thdy?”” Charlie dua tay cam quai 4m den chéy, trong muc dén noi. Nép 4m c6 mdt niim tron béng loang & giita. Charlie nhe nhang nhic ndp 4m
Ién. N6 nhin vao vong nudc den ngom, “Trong day day nude.”

“N6 Iubn ludn day murde,” ba Kettle bao. “ Ludn luén. Khong thé can. N6 co thé s6i can murde. Nhung vao ngay diéu d6 xay ra s& 1 két thic. ..”

Billy r6n rén tdi gan ho. “Két thic céi gia?”

“Thé gi6i?”” anh mét ctia Charlie bi mit nurée den phéng gt rit lai.

“Két thiic mdt cude doi,” ba Kettle noi. “Day nép lai di, Charlie, rdi demné vé ciing véi cung ludn thé.”

“Chau?” Charlie 1t dat day ndp lai.

“ Chi mdt thoi gian thoi,” ba Kettle nhe nhang. “Bing, Charlie. Feromel mudn cung gitt n6.”

“Nhung tai sao?” Charlie ng6 tran céi vét hinh tron den nhwr than, hai tay n6 buong thong bén suong nhitng ngdn tay it bat lo au. No khong mubn Ky cai
amcd xua c6 kha ndng du bao chét choc ndy. Bao nhiéu mang ngudi da mét, Charlie tir hoi, trong khi n6 s6i can di, hé ha, trong mdt goc t6i &m khoi,

thdm ddc khong khi bang hoi nude hiém hoa ciia nb.

“N6 khong phai vat xiu dau, Charlie.” Ba Kettle cam vat gia bao quy gi4 1én va trao cho Charlie. Thé l nhirg ngon tay run run ctia né ném chéit quai
4m

“Ba hi vong n6 s& khong bao gio s6i can di vi cung, Charlie,” ba Kettle noi. “Pay Ia thoi diémnguy hiém cho nhing nguoi nhu cung, nhat 14 khi c6 dinh
dén thang bé ngudi ¢4 do, thanh thir n6 rét hay 4m lén. Khong can phai dat no trong 1o. Cung c6 thé dat nd bat cir dau cung mubn. Néu c6 hoi hudng
nguy hiém xay ra trong khong khi, n6 s& nong lén. Cang néng thi cung cang phai can than.” Ba mim cudi khép huot voi ca dam. “Nao, ctr yén timnhé,
méiy cung. Ba s& dé nit t6i tiém ban ca.”

Chuang cam on ba Kettle vé tra lin nira, va vai phit sau, Charlie budc trén dudng Primmy v6i mot cai 4m den tung tdy trong tay.

Pén cudi duong, ching 1& ngd queo va ddm sim vao Emma, Olivia va hai dtra bé xiu xiu.

“Oi, khong, khong Charlie Bone,” Olivia la bai béi rdi chay mét tam vé phia duong Ddi Cao.
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Chwong 6

Tuong thin kin

Olivia bt d4u khién Charlie kh6 chiu. “Sao né bd chay nhu ma amthé?” N6 thic méc.

Emma nhin né trach moc. “Chir céu nghi tai sao?”

Charlie byc tirc. “Lam sao Olivia lai tin minh d& n6i nhimg diéu 4y vé& n6. Dagbert bia ra d6. Thang d4y néi lao. B dau co tin, phai khong Emma?”
“Om...” con nhd ing ting. “T4 uon tin khi nguwoi ta bao t6. .. khong dep, hay to ngu, hay...”

“B6 khong nén vy, do. ..” Charlie kip dimg lai. <Y minh i bd tuyét d6i khong de tin lung tung,”

“Dagbert ludn luon déi tra,” Billy do 1oi.
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“N6 bao Billy 1a d6 di dang,” Benjamin thém.

“Ma Billy ¢ buc minh dav,” Charlie bao.

“Da buc,” Billy sura lai.

Charlie gia bo nhur khong nghe thiy. “Va t6 thich céc kiéu toc cta bd, Em.”

Trong b Emma turoi n. Con nhé sujt mim cuoi. “Dé minh s& giai thich tat ca cho Liv. N6 rt nhay cam vé dién mao ctia minh. Nhung, noi thét, minh
nghi né thich phér)g dai moi thir 1én cho kich tinh mdt chit. Chang bao 1au nd s& chan mang vé mt cau cd, va 16i nd s€ lai hanh xtr nhu chua tirng cé
chuyén gi xdy ra ay ma.”

“Minh hi vong s& nhanh nhanh Ién,” Charlie bao.

Thing bé con ndly giov cir dom trimg trimg c4i &m den. Thinh linh né hoi. “Céi gi d6?”

“Céi ndy 4?” Charlie gio c4i 4m Ién voi vé e dé. “La cai dm cii anh muon d6 ma.”

“Cii, cii oi i ¢ii,” thing bé nhén xét.

Emma hét Ién. “Xin 16i, t& quén mét. Déy [ hai dira emho ctia bd do, Charlie.”

“Y bd néi ching 12 ... con ciia ba di Venetia?”” Charlie bat dau hr y toi caip doi ciu bo cau bat. “Anh 1 Charlie,” né cudi toe toét voi bon tré. “Thira ...
ba c6 cua anh la me moi ctia cac em.”

“Tui em biét 161, dira con gai n6i. “Em 1 Miranda va ddy 14 Eric. Tui emdi iy con cho cia tyi em.”

“B6 khong dinh di v6i tui nay 4, Charlie?”” Emma mim cudi ddy sir thuyét phuc. “Té khong thich Nghach T6i, ma Olivia thi vé rdi.” N6 6m Ay nguoi va
ring minh.

“Di chir,” Charlie noi.

Nghéach Téj khong phéi 1 noi nguo ta thich dét} mdt minh. Mot ngd hep ti,t5i om om dﬁn vao mdt khu toan nhitng toa nha cao, x4mxjt bao quanh mot
manh san 10mngdm d4 soi. Hau hét nha & d6 déu bit kin mit — ctra 16n thi dong dinh chét di con ctra s6 thi cai thanh chan.

O cudi manh san c6 mdt day nha cit ngang ngd hém Nha nao cling c6 nhitng thip nhon cao nghéu, nhimglan can sit, cira sO dai, trén tran tudng trang
tri nhitng tugng da hinh thi quai dan: ngudi khong 16, yéu tinh, than i, quy sa ting va nhitng con thi gom ghic.

Nha cua ba C6 Venetia & bén phai, vira lop mai mdi sang chdi, trong khang trang hon nha ctia ba ¢6 Eustacia ¢ chinh giita, hay nha ctia ba ¢6 Lucretia &
bén trai.

“Ba c6 Venetia vira dung lai nha moi,” Charlie nhan xét. ““ Sau vu hda hoan trong n6 kinh khing khiép.”
“Hoa hoan?”” Guong mt quéit queo clia Miranda rim lai so hdii. “Chuyén xay ra thé nao?”
“O ... ¢&... 4, mdt tai nan,” Charlie ling tranh.

Emma nhin nd mdt cai, ra diéu camon n6 da khong miéu ta chi tiét. Ba cu thang din Ién ba canh cira den; mbi canh cira gin mdt con s6 13 bang dong
thau & chinh gitra.

“Ba s6 13,” Billy thi thim. (Péy I noi khién ngudi ta phai n6i thAm véi nhau). “Chéc chii dwa thu s& rdi tinh rdi mii?”

“Chéc chén,” Charlie thira nhan.

C6 tiéng rén tru tréo tir bén trong ngdi nha sb 13 thir ba, va Miranda thét. “Chattypatra do! Thiy chura?”

Ching chay bang qua ménh sin va dimg lai & chan cau thang, Hat D4u bt dau sta phén khich. Pudi nd ngody tit hdu nhur khong thiy du nita.
“Ong ctia bd bao chia khoa & dudi birc tuong than kin,” Emma néi véi Charlie.

“Than gi?”” Nhung Charlie da thiy n6: mot khbi da fin tim hup, trong nhur quy hién hinh & gbc t6i mai hién.

“Chi t6i day, Chattypatra,” Miranda goi. “Téi ddy.”

Tiéng tru cang dir doi hon, bién thanh mdt trang ri mé sang, trong khi Hat Pau hoa theo bang tiéng dic trung Ang ing ctia minh.

“IM BI!” Charlie hét con cho to.



Benjamin bym ban tay quanh miii Hat Dau. “Bo khong can phai quét n6 thé,” nd n6i nhur bi xtic pham

“Xin 16i, chi tai minh khong suy nghi duoc,” Charlie nhin trimg trimg birc tuong,

“C6 gi phai suy nghi? Chia khoa & dudi bie trong” Emma bt dau budc In ciu thang

“Dumg, Em.” Charlie niu canh tay con nhé. “Cam c4i ndy.” N6 trao cho con nho cai 4m

“Oa, nang qua.” Emma cham vao hong chiéc 4m den. “N6 nong thé.”

“Minh biét.” Charlie & nhin thély c4i 4m dang néng lén. C6 gi nguy hiém ¢ nha ba c6 Venetia? N6 budc Ién cau thang trong khi bon kia vin & dudi san,
nin khe nhin n6. N6 cti xudng bire turong, chot ding lai. Bire trong vira m6i chop mit. L& nao do 1a hicu tmg anh sang? Hay 1a bong cua Charlie d6
khu6n xuong khdi da? Khong phai. Charlie chac chan mdt mi mét ctia birc tuwong vira moi bao lay con mat tron ac nghiét. Viéc xay ra rat nhanh, hau nhu
khong kip thoi gian cho Charlie ghi nhan. Nhung ding 1a n6 da dong day.

Charlie quay lai dm tré dudi kia, tat ca dang nhin Ién n6, cham chu theo di, ngoai trir Eric — théng bé dang ngé dam dam birc twong véi vé xa xam,
quai la.

Charlie nin tho, cii le xubng va day birc tirong ra sau. Chiéc chia khéa cira ciia ba ¢6 Venetia 16 ra. N6 nhit Ién va vay vAy xudng cho bon kia.
Ca damho reo “ Uu-raa!” va chay tia én cdu thang,

Charlie tra chia khao vao 6,vin, va canh cira md ra mé khong két én, hung hd 1 tiéng rit dung gay nhu n6 da e ngai.

Mot con ché nhd miu tréing ban ra khoi ngdi nha va nhay gon vao vong tay Miranda.

“Oi, Chatty, Chatty!”” Mt Miranda ¢6 nguy co tran & dén noi.

Eric mim cuoi, mdt cach khong cudng lai dugc.

Hat P4u mimg quynh hon bao gio hét. N6 giat khéi tay Benjamin, lao bo t6i, hit ngiri con chd trong tay Miranda. Chattypatra khong phén di; m that ra
¢0 nang suc mom hit lai va stia ang ang rat binh than vao tai chu chang,

“Cudc hon phdi than tién,” Benjamin thé' hit ra toai nguyén. “Minh luon biét mot ngiy ndo d6 Hat Pau s& tim dwoc ban gai ma.”

Miranda nguyt Benkamin mdt céi.

Charie tra chia khoa vao chd cii va ca dam tirc tbe rit khoi Ngach Toi. Charlie cam thiy ti nghiép hai dira tré s& phai tr¢y v&, song voi ba ¢6 Eustacia
nghiét ngd. N6 dan do liéu minh c6 nén d¢ nghi ching té tic ¢ ngdinha s 8 khong, nhung c6 diéu gi d6 ngin nd lai, ¢4 & a anh it lanh king cta Eric
va cai kiéu thang bé ctr liéc trom chicc am.

“Nay!” Emnm trao lai c4i am cho Charlie. “Am gi quéi chura tirmg thdy. Gio nd ngudi roi.”

Ngon tay ctia Charlie nim quanh quai 4m lanh ngiit. N6 khong h6 hé gi tdi lich sir ki la ctia vt ndy.

Nhom tré tach ra lam hai khi ching t6i duong Doi Cao. Bon con trai Charlie 1& trai vo dudng Filbert, trong khi d4m con lai di vé khu nha tho 1on.

Benjamin cAn Charlie hd trg méi kéo duge Hat Pau khoi Chattypatra, ¢6 ning ngoan ngodn di bén canh Miranda, chdc chdc lai dimg budc va ai oan
nhin vé huéng Hat Bau.

“Vay khong cong bang,” Billy n6i. “Hai con ché déng ra phai di ciing voi ching ta.”

“Em c6 tinh cho tui anh biét ching n6 dang ni gi khong?”” Charlie hoi.

Billy d6 mt lén. “Trdi, toan tinh yéu khong a.”

Benjamin nhudng may nhin con ché ctia n. “Chéng han?”’

Billy héing giong. “Pai khi. .. 4, em 1 con chd dep nht anh thiy ké tir bira sang.”

“Bira sang?” Charlie thic mic. “Em goi d6 ma 1 tinh yéu?”

“P6 I thir n6 thich nhat,” Benjamin dam chiéu. “Mot miéng banh nhén thit bd hip con thira.”

Charlie khong hoi Chattypatra ndi gi nita. N6 nghi minh s& tht vong mét. Vi lai Billy s& ém nhem nhidu. Pam bao thing bé ngwong nén khong nhc lai
nhitng cau yéu thuong udt at dau.

Rembrandt thing Ién phong Charlie. N6 khong muén Hat Dau dudi con chudt ciia nd chay long vong quanh nha.



Ngoai Maisie da sn sang mot trong nhiing bita trra honh tréng nhéit cia ba. “Ra 1 céc chau dén nha s 13?” Ba hoi khi damnhéc dang ngau nghién
mon bo ro-ti. “Ong Paton da k€ cho ba nghe tat ca roi.”

“Tui chau d3 tim thdy con cho va Hat Bau mén c6 ning ngay.” Benjamin triu mén liéc con ché dang ngdi trong g, tham chi khong dung t6i cuc xurong
ma ngoai Maisie da dat xuong trudc mat no.

“N6 tong tu rdi,” ngoai Maisie quan sat. “Do 1 tinh yéu dich thue.” Bt thin ba trong thiy c4i 4m den dudi san, canh chin Charlie. “Gi thé nay?”
“NG 13 ... rmy, cai &m.” Charlie dap. “Con nhan n6 & mdt tiém trén dudng Piminy, ba Kettle dua.”

“Cha hiéu sa0 ma con mubn cai vat cii mém d6?”” Ngoai Maisie hoi. “Cai 4mdién ctia ba 1 t6t imrdi”

“Céi 4m d6 rat dic biét.” Billy noi.

“Aaa!” Ngoai Maisie v 18 ngay. “Ta nghi ba Kettle ciing ki con chiu Vua Do.”

“T6 tién ba ay la mdt tho rén kiém thiy phép,” Charlie bao. “Ong Ay da am c4i Amnay. N6 c6 thé. ... irm, hiru ich cho con.”

“Hirr!” DAu tw hao v& tai phép ctia Charlie nhung nhiu khi ngoai Maisie cho d6 i diéu bt hanh khing khiép. N6 da bao phen din Charlie t6i nguy
hiém, roi vao nhitng tinh huong ma chi nhd may méin Charlie méi toan mang,

Cira trude x6 dénh am roi nhitng bude chin huynh huych béng qua hanh lang It gach bong. Charlie voi ding chén dy céi 4m xa tit vO gim ban. Nhung
da qua tré. Mot phut sau khi cira mo tung, ni Bone dimg sung do, nhin moi ngudi trimg trimg. Mat ba ta p ttre ha xuong chiéc m den. Lam the ndo
ma ba ta ludn nhin thay nhitng vat ma Charlie muon giau thi qua la diem bi hiem.

“Cai gi 467 Ba ta chét van.

“DAu c6 gi,ndi Bone, "Charlie lim it ngd ngén.

“Dlmg Am bd ngu si. Tao thiy 1o ma dau c6 gl Mot cai 4m bén thiu. Vit di. Tao khong mudn chira nd trong nha ctia tao.”

Ngoai Maisie kéo mot chiéc ghé ra moi. “Ba mudn an trua khong, Grizelda?”

Khong 161 it khoi cai 4m, ndi Bone noi, “ Ta an rdi, dung cb y lamta phan tAm.”

Charlie bét chot hao himg. “Bé ndp cho truong do, ndi Bone. Tui con b bét phai tim do vat ¢6 xura cho mbn lich sir. Con thiy ty hao vé& minh qua.”

Mat ndi Bone hoi hoi mém di. Viée & troeong 1a mdt wu tién trong sach hrgce cuia ba ta. Tuy nhién ba ta van khong bi danh lac hudng hoan toan. “No6 dé
ndp cho truong sao may dambdo 1a dau cé gi?”

Charlie ctrmg ham. N6 nhin Billy v Benjamin, hy vong sy tmg ctru. Bon ndy im de tr mét dom lai no, bt Iyc.

Nhung Hat D4u da kip ciru Charlie. Con ché bu nay ghét ndi Bone khong ké xiét. Chi cai mii ciia ba ta thoi ciing dii im né phot ra mot tiéng gir tirc
gian.

“Tao da bao I khong dugc mang con ché nay vo déy kia ma,” ndi Bone huréng hoa Iuc vé phia Benjamin.
“Phai, thura ba Bone,” tiéng Benjamin hiu nhur it mit.

Ngoai Maisie khong doi ndo chiu dé bita trra ctia minh bi gidn doan ki7éu ndy. “Lay troi, Grizelda.” Ba din manh chiéc ghé khong “Néu ba khong muén
an thi lam on lang I& di. Bon tré nay dang lanh va doi, va ta s& khong dé ba hoan bita an ndng sot cuia ching dau. Con ché d6 ching lam gi hai ca.”

“Ba coi chimg ddy, Maisie Jones.” Noi Bone trong con say kiém chuyén. C6 thé thy 1o diéu d6 trong nu curdi nham hiém trén niit ba ta. “Néu ba con
d6i dau vdi ta thi ba s& bi dudi co. Py 1a nha ctia ta va ba dugc ha ¢d cho ¢ nho ma thoi.”

Mot giong cét 1én diing sau ba ta. “Nha ctia ching ta, Grizelda.”

Noi Bone giat minh danh thot. Ba ta da khong nghe thiy tiéng Ong cau Paton tir déng sau di t6i.

“Hay thoi ndi tao lao va dé ching t6i an yén knh.” Ong cau Paton chop Ky vai ba chi

Ba ta vimg khoi ong, kiu bau trong c6 hong rdi i voi 1én cau thang,

Ong c4u Paton budc vo bép va ngdi vao chd dau ban. “Xin 161, t6i xubng tré,” dng néi nhu khong c6 gi xay ra.

Boncon tra}i phén ghéin hén Ién, nhung c6 kim ché, d& phong ndi Bone tim cach trd xudng hoach hoe ching. Benjamin bj chuéng bung. Piéu déng phan
nan duy nhat khi dén nha Charlie : hinh dnh gy 16n rudt ctia ni Bone.



Phén con lai ctia bira an trdi qua rt vui vé. Pén lic ¢t banh pudding nho, Charlie da ké xong cho 6ng cau nghe vé chuyén thim ba Kettle va phi vu giai
ctru Chattypatra.

“Chiing ta hdly xem cai &m nio,” Ong cau Paton n6i khi khi miéng banh pudding cudi cing da bién mit.
Charlie Ay chiéc 4m dt 1én ban.
“Do qua,” ngoai Maisie cur mr va chdng nhimg céi dia khong lai.

Ong c4u Paton deo kinh vao va kéo cai ém vé phia minh. ,Ong nljéc nép émrlén “Um,” 6ng hit ngiri chét 1ong miu den. “Ching c6 miii gl,” ong nhén xét,
“nhung 16 rang nd rat, rat, rat xua roi.” Ong go gd thanh am “Sat. Ping, Rat lanh.”

“P6 I vi khong c6 nguy hiém,” Billy noi.

“Chéu ca i n6 vira méi nong Ién,” Benjamin n6i, nhin v6 chd ndi Bone dirg wira ndy.

“Ba 4y khong nguy hiém,” Charlie néi. “Ba dy chi x4u tinh thoi. Nhung c6 i d6 rat nguy hiém ¢ nha c6 Venetia, c6 1§ 13...”” nd ngai ngan.

“C6 I& 1a c4i g, Charlie?” Ong c4u Paton nhin qua phia trén céip kinh nira vang tring,

“Khong a,” Charlie khong biét giai thich thé ndo vé c4i chép miit ctia birc turong thin kin. Rét 6 thé d6 ching qua 1 nd tudng trong mé thoi.

Ong cau Paton bao né dé cai &m & trong phong nd. “Dé chd khudt dy, nu ta i con,” ong thém. “Con khong muén am mét n dau nhi.”

Binhg thudng hiin i Charlie d t6i quan Ca Phé Phu Kiéng vao chiéu Chit Nhat. Nhung hom nay khong c6 vé binh throng. N6 khong mubn téi dung d6
Olivia, va Iai, ¢6 tin don rang Tancred va Lysander s€ dua ban gii t6i do. V€ mit nay myit khac, Charlie thay quan Ca Phé Thu Kieng khong phai la noi
thich hop dé€ dan ban gai t6i. Bau khong khi & d6 khong thé goi 14 ling man duoc.

Vi vy bon con trai & lai trong bép coi tivi, dén khi 4nh sang rdi bau troi va min dém sao sa phu trim thanh pho.

Pén Iic Benjamin ra v&, Hat Dau van duom vé khao khét trong doi mit ndu to tron.

“Chéc minh phai dwa n6 trd lai gip Chattypatra mét,” Benjamin ndi tir bén kia duong, “C6 18 cudi tuan sau.”

“U,” Charlie d4p. N6 nghi dén hai dira bé con & Ngach Téi. N6 hi vong Chattypatra duoc phép ngi chung véi bon ching,

Charlie nhin Benjamin di vo nha n xong rdi quay lai leo bac cép nha s6 9. Mot chuyén dong trén duong ddp vao mit n. C6 gi 6 vot ra khoi mdt than
cay — vat do thap, khong hinh thi. N6 voi vang linh vo nha va dong sap ctia lai.

D6 I I thip nén. Ngoai Maisie té}t deén bép, con Charlie tit dén hanh lang. N6i Bone la ngudi duy nhét trong nha d4 quén mat né nép ndy. Ai ndy
tudng ba ta phai nhé tai phép cta Ong cau Paton chir, chi tinh riéng bao 1an ba ta bi tam mra thity tinh.

“Em thich anh nén Fim,” Billy néi, né mang con chudt xubng dé cho an. “Ca Rembrandt ciing thich.””

“Anh ciing vay,” Charlie noi.

Qua that, khung canh 4m ciing, trén bép 10 khg reo va nén tim ddm cin phong 4m ap trong dnh sé.ng?V(:) vé. Saud6 Charlie ra kéo rém ctra lai, thi bong
tﬁmtrang an binh, thoéi mai cua nod bi x6a tan tirc khdc, boi vi, co hai grrong méit dang nhin 1én cira s6 - nhitng con niit vang éch oe Ién tia sac cua laoif
thi va vang tran thap 19 nhiing tim long,

Charlie thét thét thanh.

“Gi d6?” Ong cau Paton It dat tia vO nha bép.

“La ho,” Charlie run ry. “Céi vat ching ta da thdy bén ngoai Géc Kim Cuong.”

Hai hinh thit di mi trim lién i khoi cira 6.

Nhirng cap mit chay chia v& phia 6ng, 1di hai nguoi la co gid chay trén dudng

“Dirng lai,” Ong cau Paton goi. “Cho biét danh tinh.”

Nhirng nguoi doi mil trim ting toc.

“Nay, dung chay!!”

Charlie ra t6i cira vira kip thiy ong cau lao xubng nhitng bac thang va dudi theo hai ké la. Liic nay ho thup ca bon xudng ma chay véi toc do dir doi.



Nhung Ong cau Paton c6 doi cang dai nhat thanh phd. Chi véi ba ci dudn, 6ng da bét kip ho.
“Bit duoc rdil” ong hét, tom gay mot trong hai ké la.

Charlie khong 15 chuyén gi xay ra tiép theo, béi vi dén dudng phia trén Ong c4u Paton bét thin nd tung va thily tinh x nhur kn mira bac xudng ca ba
thn hinh.

M6t tiéng tru cudng nd doi vang phd phurdng, ni tiép 1 tiéng thét dau dén ctia Ong cau Paton.

“Trdi, n6 cintal”

“Khong phai n6, thua dng Yewbeam,” mot giong rit . “Chiing t6i la con nguoi.”

“Al...” Ong cau Paton dinh noi.

Nhung hai sinh vat da tan bién vio béng thi.

Séan S6i Hoang

Nguoc xubi duong Filbert, nhing cira ra vao va ctra s 1an ot mo ra, céi thi bao dan, cai thi rut ré. Tiéng ngudi lao xao chd vao man dém
“Chuyén gi d6, ha?”

“Ong Yewbeamnha s5 9.”

“Ong Yewbeam, 6ng c6 sao khong?”

Aido hoi, “Co phaino la s6i?”

Trude khi Ong c4u Paton tra 1i gi, Agnes Prout, hing xém sét vach ctia gia dinh Yewbeam, hét twéng, “Chéc chén i ch6 soi. N6 da vo thanh phd.”
Nghe vay Iap tirc nim, sau canh ctra voi dong ap lai.

Ném chat ~cé tay, Ong c4u Paton lo dao di ngoc vé nha. Khi Charlie chay t6i don 6ng, Benjamin va me né bang ao qua duong, c6 Hat Pau vo cing
sOt sang dan dau.

“Bd ¢6 sao khong, Charlie?”” Benjamin hét.

“Minh khong sao, nhung 6ng ciu minh chic 1 c6.”

C6 Brown kinh hii nhin symg dong mau chay doc xudng nhitng ngon tay ctia Ong cau Paton. “Ong Paton, chuyén gi thé a? Toi ¢6 thé gitp gi?

“Khong c¢6 chi,” Ong cau Paton coc can. “Ba Maisie s& bang b cho to1.”

“Nhung ngudi 6ng ddy thity tinh.” C6 Brown ludng cubng nhd nhitng ménh vun trén vai Ong cau Paton.

“Lam on tranh ra, Patricia,” Ong c4u Paton khan thiét. “C6 am durt tay minh bay gioy,” ong bét dau leo Ién bac cap nha s6 9, véi Charlie dd cti tr6 6ng,
Me ctia Benjamin chua chiu vé nha. C6 kién quyét dimg trén via hé, nhét dinh phai moi dén ctng sy huyén bi & ngay me cira nha minh. “N6 la s6i phai
khong?”” C6 nghiém trang, “Moi nguoi dang ban tan. Ho goind 13 Séi Hoang, Ta c6 thé nghe tiéng n6 tru hang d&m. Chac hin n6 song trong ving dong
hoang bén kia song,”

“Patricia,” Ong cau Paton khiing dinh. “Khong phai toi bi s6i tin cong.”

“Thé thi  cai gi..”

“D6 1 con nguoil” Rdi khong ngoai nhin lai, Ong cau Paton sai budc vo nha.

Charlie thiy minh nén ¢6 1oi. “Xin 101, n6 quay qua Benjamin va c6 Brown. “Ong cdu ciia chau b throng, Chiic ngii ngon, Benjamin, chiic ngii ngon, ¢o
Brown.”

“Chiic ngii ngon, Charlie,” Benjamin lo Eing. Vé nit me n6 qua quyét: Tois&-tim-bang-dugc-su-that-ctia-viéc-ndy.
C6 Brown dinh dac budc vé nha s6 12, Benjamin va con ché theo sat nit. “Me s€ tim hiéu tAn clng viéc ndy,” ¢d noi.

“Gi gi thé ndy?”” Ngoai Maisie hét 1én khi Ong c4u Paton loang choang v6 nha bép.



“Ong c4u Paton bi cin.” Charlie gitip dng cau ngdi xubng ghé.

Ong cau Paton xn tay 4o Ién. “Ba vui Iong iy cho t6i mdt chiu nurée sach va mot it thudc sat tring,”

“Ong ¢6 bao giov bi ché cin dau!” Ngoai Maisie hot ho hét héi ra bon va himg nurde vo chau. “Khéo 6ng nhiém bénh dai ddy, Paton.”
“Khong phai ché cin,” Ong cau Paton ndi yéu ot. “Chéc chian khong phai ki cho.”

“On trdi,” ngoai Maisie bung chau nurde t6i bén Ong cau Paton. Cam ¢ tay ong, ba bat dau chim bang khén sach.

Charlie chon ngurdi khi nhin nhitng vét rang. Ngoai Maisie cham lién tuc bét dau 6 tac dung. Khi mau sach hét, vét thuong & cb tay 10 10 ra.

“To1 tlﬁy giépg nhur s6i cin,” ngoai Maisie nhan xét khi quan sat ¢ tay Ong cau Paton. “Nhirng vét nay, hinh nhur 1 ring niing — ring ctra khong sau thé
nay, chac chan 1a hai cai rang nang, & mdt trong hai bén.”

“T6i khong thé giai thich durgc.” Ong cau Paton dé cho ngoai Maisie bang c6 tay minh bang mot miéng vai voan tring, “Sinh vat d6 néi tiéng nguoi voi
t6i. Chua hét, nd con biét tén to1.”

“Troi, ai ma tin duoc!” Ngoai Maisie ding 1én va dem cai chdu tro ra bon.

Sudt quéng thoi gian d6, Billy ngdi im thin thit, om chit Rembrandt vo ngue. Trong nd vira so hii vira hoang mang.

“Emsao vay, Billy?” Charlie hoi. “Em biét nhitng sinh vat d6 a?”

“Khong han,” Billy nhiu my sau hodm. “Em chi dang suy nghi thoi.”

“Suy nghf gi?”” Charlie ngdi xubng sat bén no.

“Um, thét ra em dang thic mic.”

“Thic méc gi?”

“Giong n6i — khi né tru thi nghe nhur chiing ta hay nghe thay ban dém Thét khé gii thich, nhung no sir dung cling mdt ngdn ngit.”

“Nhung tiéng chiing ta nghe thiy ban dém [ s6i, Billy cung a,” ngoai Maisie bao. “Nguoi ta goiné ki S6i Hoang,”

“K¢é tAn cong t6i hau nhur | con ngudi,” Ong cau Paton thém

Billy 1& phép lam miit buéng binh. “Chiing 1 mdt,” nd khéiing khiing,

Ong cau Paton ring minh thiy r3. “Trudng hop d6, ta danh két luan 1 ching c6 ho hang. Thit tinh, ta mét 1l dén khong con strc ni giai dap nhitng cau
d6 nay nira. Ta dingn day. Tui nho ciing di nga di, nhanh Ién. Ngay mai con dihoc.” Ong dimg déy, hoi nhan it khi 6ng ndm ban tay tréi vo lung ghé

minh dang ngdi.

Ngoai Maisie Fing nghe tiéng Ong cau Paton Ié chan Ién cu thang. Ba Fic dau. “Ong cdu ciia con khong 6n dau, Charlie, néu con hiéu ¥ ta. Ta ciu cho
vét can khong ¢6 noc doc.”

Charlie khong ¢6 co hdi chdy xem vét cén ctia Ong cau Paton ¢6 khoi khong. Séng thir Hai ndo ciiing quynh quéng ca 1én. Quan 4o nhét voi vo gio xach,
bita sang cap rap, sau d6 Charlie va Billy ra khoi nha, chay hoc toc dén cudi duong Filbert d€ don xe buyt ctia hoc vién.

Ngoai Maisie vay tay tién ching, hét voi theo. “Ta s& bao cho cac con néu 6ng cau trd nang, Cén thin ddy, cac con.”

Liiteé trong hoc viél} khong duge p}lép dung dién thoai, radio hay tivi. Vai dira nh¢ nha da 1én mang dién thoai di dong v, nhurng trong I}Qc vién ludn co
gian diép san sang to giac ban be dé lay long gia dinh Bloor. Pién thoai di dong luon ludn bi phat hién va bi tich thu, con chii nhan thi bi cam tiic.

Ba bép trudng 13 mdi dy lién lac duy nhét ctia Charlie v6i thé giéi bén ngoai, nhung né e ngai khong biét ndi sg Lord Grimwald ¢6 ngiin ba tiét 16 tirc
cho no6 hay khong,

Subt ca ngay khong thiy ba bép truéng xuat hién trong céing-tin. T6i bita tra, Charlie nhoai ngudi qua quay, khé héi mdt co phu viée nha bép thén thign
tén I Valerie, xem c6 phai ba bép trudng bi bénh khong.

“Co thiy ba dy khoe ma. Chéc ba Ay ban tdi miii nén khong ra quay dugc.”
Charlie lo ing, “C6 cho chau goi. ... goi 101 hoi thim ba 4y dugc khong?”

“Puogc chir cung.” C6 Valerie nhoén miéng cuoi.



Bit chot c6 tiéng eo éo. “Vay ra ba bép trudng I ban ctia anh 4?”

Charlie quay lai. Dagbert da Ién dén diing sau no tir bao gid, nhe dén ndi Charlie khong biét.
“Kh... khong,” Charlie i 6. “Chi 1a d an ngon hon khi ¢6 ba bép trudng ”

D6i mit xanh luc ctia Dagbert 16e 1én. “T6indo co budc t6i anh gi dau, Charlie.”

Charlie tat tudi ra khoi quiy. N6 khong con mudn an nita. Billy theo n6 ra khoi cang-tin.
“C6 tin gi vé 6ng cau ctia anh khong?” Billy hoi.

“Lam gj c6,” Charlie ddm ding. “Anh chura gip ba bép trudng.”

Billy 16t t6t di khoi, trong il thin ghé g6m

Khi ba bép truéng khong xudt hién trong bita in sang thir Ba, rudt gan Charlie nhur kra dét.

Fidelio chay t¢i Charlie khi né tho thn trong sén choi gid nghi gidi lao dau tién. “Trong emnhu c6 miy den phi xudng vai vay.” Fidelio dAmné mot cai
than tinh.

“DAu co!” Charlie ddy tay ban di.
“Sao git gong ghé thé!”

Charlie théy hdi han. “Emdang lo cho 6ng ciu ctia em @ng bi mot. .. mdt vat cn, voi lai em ciing lo s0t v6 vi chua théy ba bép trurdng dau, ma Dagbert
thi...?

“Charlie, khoan ndo!” Fidelio chan lai. “Binh tinh coi, tir tir ké anh nghe chuyén gi xay ra.”

Fidelio I nguoi ling nghe cuc gioi. Charlie nhan thiy dang 18 ra minh phai giai bay voi anh tir trude 1di m6i ding. N6 ta lai ky nghi cudi tudn ciia no, bt
dau bang chuyén di t6i nha ba Kettle va két thic khi ong cau bi tAn cong. “Nguoi ta nhit mirc bao thir ma tyi emnghe thiy tru ban démdo 1 Séi Hoang,

nhung Ong c4u Paton khéiing khiing d6 1 nguoi. Con, cai ndy m6i quéi di, Billy bao giong ctia ching giéng nhau.”
“Hirm. ..” Fidelio dung lai gjita dudng, “Giéng nhau?”

Charlie bong dung xao lang vi mjt canh trong rét thi vi. Tancred dang song bude cung mot cd gai cure ky xinh dep, toc vang ong tha dap dénh xudng
4o chung tim téi gan cham eo. Lan da lang min, mdi mong d6, d6i mat xam véi hang mi dai, cong vut. “He, d6 1a ban. ..

“Ban gai ctia Tancred,” Fidelio néi ndt. “Tracy Morsell, c6 biét danh Keo Ngot d8i voi dan namba.”
“That khong? Anh biét nhidu ghé.”
“Chur sao,” Fidelio thira nhan. “Anh dong tai nghe ngéng trong san choi. Va ding kia 13 Emma Tolly tdi nghiép, om trai tim tan v3.”

Theo anh m¥t cta Fidelio, Charlie thiy Emma ngdi ¢6 doc trén mdt khiic gb & goc san xa xa. Mot chdng sach dit trén dii Emma va, di  khoang cach
xa thé nay ciing c6 the thay 16 con nhd dang budn ruoi ruoi.

“N6...7” Charlie quay qua Fidelio.
“N6 dic biét mén Tancred? That. Xua nay em khong dé y 42”
“Emkho that,” Charlie v0 tran. “Dung 1oi, g0 anh lai ndi ra. Toi nghiép Em.”

Tiéng ti va di san ric 1én khip san, goi bon tré trd vo 16p hoc, va Charlie chay t6i giop Emma nhét ddng sach roi khoi du, vang tr tung dwdi chan con
nho - nhitng trang sach bay bay nhur nhitng d6i canh trang trong gié buot.

Emma cuoi cam kich khi nhan sach tir tay Charlie. “Minh khiing qua mdi dinh hoc bai ngoai nay,” né nh6 nhe. “Minh c6 mbt y nghi dién 16 1 néu minh
lam hét bai tap ve nha thi toi nay minh s€ khong phai t6i phong Nha Vua nita.”

Charlie ic dau. “Pau duge, Em. Ho s& giao bai khac cho bd Am”
“Minh biét.”
Fidelio ch ching dé ciing di vo truong. Ba dira ching né lm tdp cubi cing roi san choi.

Beémdé Charlie cho ling nghe tiéng tru dépg xa. Bém nay‘tiéngr 0 ¢ va hoi tho niing né ctia b()r{ con trai dang ngli quanh n6 duong nhu 16n hon. Sau do
no6 thay Billy ciing thirc giac. Charlie cé thé nhin thay cai dau trang loa nhoa ctia Billy khi né ngdi day ¢ phia bén kia girong Dagbert.



“Billy?”” Charlie thi thAm. “Em c6 nghe thiy gi khong?”

“Em c6 nghe tiéng tru mdt An,” Billy n6i khg, “nhung rit nho.”

“N6 ndi gi?”

“Em khong chéc. ..” Billy dang do. “Hinh nhur I “cha’.”

Bdng rdi ching nghe thiy tiéng sting nd tir xa, khong thé 1am an duoc.

Rén nhe mdt tiéng, Billy chui tot xudng tAm trai giudng ciia nd.

Charlie nim xubng tr6 lai gdi, thAm nghi, Minh hy vong ho khong giét chét no.

Tainha sb 12 duong Filbert, Benjamin Brown van con thire tinh ryi. N6 wée gi ¢6 Charlie ¢ nha dé cing chia s¢ hai ngay qua v6i minh. Qua nhiéu su
viéc da xay ra. Pau dudi la tir cude hop duoc triéu hoi gap rit trong hoi dong thanh phd. C6 chi Brown quyet dinh cho Benjamin di dy cing. “SE€ tot
cho con,” ¢6 Brown noi. “Con c¢6 thé hoc héi duoc doi dien.”

Benjamin ban tin ban nghi, t6i hoi n6 hicu ra dé tai ban thao | v& S6i Hoang. Va ding a n6 hoc duoc nhicu diéu. Trong d6 c6 mdt diéu B ngudi ta
thurong ndi doi khi sg hai.

Nbi s bao trim toa nha nguy nga t6i hom d6. Nbi so hién Ién trong1 mét moi ngudi; ndi so duge nghe thiy trong nhirng 16i ndi rén rén va phap phong
Benjamin ngdi giita cha me, ngay hang ghé d4u. Gia dinh Brown mudn quan sat timg chi tiét nho nhét ctia nhitng sw kién kiéu nhur thé nay.

C6 ndm ngudi & trén buc. Ho ngdi déng sau mdt c4i ban dai, mdi ngudi cd mdt tap bia hd so va mdt ly nurde trude mit. Benjamin nhan ra vi chil toa, 6ng
Marchwell, ty vién hdi dong 161 lac, nguoi thirong hay t6i thim trirdng nd; nd ciing nhin ra nguoi hang xém sat vach cua Charlie, Agnes Prout.

Ong Marchwell khai mac phién kién cao bang mot bai dién van ngin. C)ng 16i vdi thinh gia ring tit ca ho & day I vi nhimg Iy do dong nhét: trude hét, dé
thao ludn cach thirc va phuong tién nhim x4c dinh “nhitng am thanh bt thuong” (mdt kiéu md ta redmra vé t1eng tru, Benjamin nhin ra vdy) phat ra tir
bén kia song, va thir hai, & quyét dinh xem sinh vét chi thé ctia “nhirng dm thanh bt thuong” d6 ¢6 de doa dén cur dan thanh phd hay khong,

Téi day, Agnes Prout thd 16 ¢t 1 ng Marchwell.

“Pe doa hay khong 4? Di nhién né de doa murdi muroi con gi. N6 I soi dich xac, quy tha ma bat!”

Vai ngudi vo tay tan thrdng con gian bot phéat nay. Benjamin hai ong 1 ba me n6 van dé nguyén tay trén dui.

“Ching ta khong biét chic d6 I soi, thra ba Prout,” 6ng Marchwell noi.

“Ching ta biét rd ranh ranh,” Agnes dop lai. “Chinh miét t6i da thiy nd. N6 da ciin 6ng hang x6m ctia t6i, ong Yewbeam. Toi da thiy vét throng. Mot
dong méu phut ra tir ¢d tay 6ng dy — mdt dong mau han hoi.”

C6 Brown gio tay én.
Ong Marchwell hoi chom t6i trrde. “C6 ¢6 y kién, ¢o... &, ¢o...2”

“Brown,” me clia Benjamin dtmg 1én. “Trish Brown. T6i mudn néu bat ring, dng Yewbeam bao véi toi 1 ong Ay bi mdt con ngudi cin. Mot. ... ngudi cd
xua, ¢ I vay, nhung chac chan khong phai 3 s61.”

Benjamin tur hao vé me minh qua di mét. N6 thdm chi con ty hao hon khi me cuong quyét giir lap truong trude nhitng 1o phi bang, ria xa tir Agnes
Prout.

“Nhamnhi. Cé Brown. Phi Iy! Hoac 1 ng Yewbeam khong con minh mén, hodc 1 ¢6 diéc. D6 khong phéi i ngwdi. Ma 1 s61.”
“Néu 6ng Yewbeam & ddy. ..” c6 Brown bét dau.

“Ong ta khong c6 & dy,” Agnes cu6p 11, “Thé thoi”

C6 Brown gian do phirmng mit va ngdi xudng. Chii Brown vd vO lung co.

“Hay lim, me,” Benjamin thi thim. Me né cudi voi nd mdt nu curdi nhan nhin.

Benjamin ngurée nhin kn nhitng bong den sang choang trén trénrnhé. Chéc chéin 6ng cau ciia Charlie khong thé t6i du cudce hop nay duoc. Moi ngudi s&
bi chyp v6 bdng t6i, véi mura thily tinh bao pht ngay khoang khiac 6ng budc qua cira.

Ctr toa bét dau phimg phirng khi thé. Khéip phong nhitng canh tay dua 1én rdo rao. Nguoi ngudi la 6 khong ché dén huot minh. Bat hre, dng Marchwell
gio tay 1én nai ni ho hily to ra van minh, cho phép moi ngudi nghe nhau ndi.



“T6i da thiy n6 & dai 1 Cruckton!”

“Cd nguoi bao t6i n6d ¢ duong Piminy!”

“Nghe n6i nd duoc trong thiy & quang trrdng Nha Thés Lon!”
“N© bt meo an!”

“Va cé chd nita!”

“S& dén con nit mdi sinh cho coil”
“Rdi tré con!”

“Phai giét nd!”

Phai hdi lAu tiéng huyén ndo moi diu bét, nhung ong Marchwell i ngudi quyét doan, va 6ng di xoay x& kiém soat duge phan con lai ctia budi hop. Chi
Ve cuoi, su cudng loan mdi ngdm vo trong vai tiéng noi.

Mot phan quyet duoc dura ra. Ngi thi truong s& dugce bao céo vé sur birc xuic ménh liét cva cur dan V& “cai vat” trong dong hoang, theo d6 mot cude di
san s& dugc to chirc. Bat budc truy phai truy kich, phai bét, hodc phai giét cai dugc goi la S6i Hoang, Vi ban ngay sinh vat d6 im tiéng, nén cudc di san
s& bt dau vao lic sim tdi, ngay ngay hom sau.

Khi cuge hop gidi tén, nhimg t6p nhod van con tu tap trén via hé bén ngoai toa thi chinh. Benjamin nghe thiy nhi¥ng giong diéu qua khich. Bao hrc si suc
trong khong khi. Trong n6 bong dung nghi nhitng con ngudi dién cudng ndy con nguy hiém hon bét ctr loai S6i Hoang ndo.

C6 chit Brown king king bute vé nh. Benjamin nhin lén vé bat binh trén it ho va quyét dinh khong héi han gi hét. Prng vira ltc leo Ién bac cip nha sb
12, ho nghe thay tiéng tru sau tham xuyén qua bau khong khi lanh cam

Benjamin ring minh. “N6 khong c6 vé nguy hiém, ma nghe nhu n6 dang u sau.”
“Budn u vt,” ¢6 Brown ddng y. “C6 gi d6 khong on trong viée ndy.”

Nam phiit sau, ngdi trong gian bep 4mva sang stia, chil Brown néu Ién nhitng gia thiét. “Thé nay nhé. Ching ta nghe thay tiéng kéu tir dong hoang, dung
khong? Mot con thi kéu, ¢6 thé ndi viy, mot tiéng kéu mang ¥ nghia gi d6. Kéu ctru. Gidr 6ng Yewbeam noi ‘cai vat” tin cong ong i con nguoi.”

“Ong Paton Yewbeam khong ngdc,” ¢6 Brown chen vao. “Ong néi né i con ngudi, va em hoan toan tin ong 4y.”

“Anh ciing tin, Trish,” ngudi chdng voi noi. “Anh tin. Cai vat ma cin ndy co mang dic diém thi, vi vay, c6 thé c6 mbi lién hé giita cai vat trong dong
hoang va ké tan cong 6ng Yewbeam.”

Benjamin chim chu Fing nghe ba me thao luan. Puroc thira hudng dc to mo, nghi ngd, cling nhur kha ning phén tich, dién giai va lish cam gép doi cha me,
ban than n6 hira hen s& trd thanh mot tham tir tai ba.

“Con c6 mdt linh cam,”” Benjamin noi.

C6 chi Brown dénh gia rét cao cau ndi ndy.

“Linh cam, 6i, Benjamin!” C6 Brown t0 ra rat hii dng

“La gi vay con? Noi di!” Chi Brown hao hirc nghién ctru vé mit con trai.

“Um....” Benjamin quyét dinh kéo dai sw chi § ma nd da 1oi kéo duoc. “Om, ¢6 lin Charlie d n6i v6i con vé mdt anh hoc sinh, tén | Asa Pike, chua hé
duoc trong thay & hoc vién trong hoc ki ndy. Anh ta duge ban phép thudt, giong nhur Charlie, chi c6 diéu anh ta bién thanh thi vao ban dém.”

Chi Brown git dAu thiéu kién nhan. “Asa? Phéi, ba me biét cau ta.”

“Om....” Benjamin nhén nhd m)t . Nét miit hru tm ctia ba me n6 ¢6 vé rét méin nguyén. “Piéu ba me khong biét | Asa, mbt ngudi c6 thoi timg ké
can Manﬁed Bloor, 0m, Asa da gitip Charlie timra ba ctia no, va con doan Ia Manfred v6 cting tire gian vé di€u ay, vi vay, rat c6 thé han da nhot Asa &
dau d6 dé trimg phat.”

C5 chit Brown nhin con trai véi vé than phyc va vui mirng khon xiét.

“Benjamin, con n6i chi phai,”” chii Brown hd hoi.

“Mot khi da nhan ra chinh xac ﬁéng trudo, vy con c6 nghi ra cach nao d8 ctru con vat tru d6 khong?”” C6 Brown héi con trai.



O diém nay thi Benjamin noi doi nglly tho: “Khong”, trong khi mdt y twong dang hinh thanh trong dau no. Dang sau n6, Hat Pau dang nam ngii song suot
trong 0. Hat Pau c6 the tim thay bat cir cai gl, Benjamin suy tinh. Néu ngiri duoc thir gi thude veé Asa, thi con chd by ¢6 thé timra anh ta. Benjamin gitr
y kién nay cho riéng minh. N6 khong nuon bo me n6 gifip. N6 nuon tim thay Asa mot minh, hay c6 & cting v6i Charlie.

“Chiing ta phéi nhanh chéng lim gi d6 ngay,” chit Brown n6i, “khong thi doi sin s& giét thing bé dang thurong d6 trurde khi ho nhan ra né i ai. D anh s&
di gap ngai thi trudng.”

“Ong dy khong tin anh d4u,” co Brown rauri “Ong 4y vn khong quan tam dén nhitng viéc xay ra & hoc vién Bloor. Ong 4y biét vé nhitng dira tré duoc
ban phép thuat, di nhién, nhung 6ng ay khong thich thira nhan diéu d6.”

“Pé con s& suy tinh thém,”” Benjamin noi.

Tim duge mdt thir thude vé& Asa khong d& nhur Benjamin twong. NG phat hign ra rang chua timg ai théty cha me ciia Asa bao gio. Khong ai biét ho sng
¢ dau. Hinh nhu ho khong c6 ho hang than thich. Bat ctr thir gi Asa timg mic hay timg so vao déu nam sau trong hoc vién Bloor, mdt noi mi nhitng
nguoi nhu Benjamin khong thé nao vo dugc. Chac chan gia dinh Bloor s& khdng sot sang tham gia ctru Asa. Anh ta da doi phe. Ho c6 thé coianh ta Ia
ke chiéu hoi, mot ké phan boi.

Pén lic Benjamin di hoc vé ngay hom sau, doi san da sin sang, Hoa ra ca nira thanh phd di theo di. Bon murdi nguoi dan 6ng trang kién tap hop trén
cdy cau dan téi ving dong hoang. Chi huy 14 canh sat truong Constable va canh sat vien Wood, mot tay sing cir khoi. Du6i truéng cua ho la mot doi
quan tap nham, tréng quyet chién trong trang phuc hd 16n— 40 khodt c6 i, 0 lién quén, 40 gi6, 40 mura. Pau ho doi non len, mii u'umdau, mii ndi va
thém chi ca non cao boi. Vai ngudi di ting khong thAm nurde, hodc gidy thé thao nhung phén 1on di gidy bdt da vitng chii. Mot nira quan sb mang sing

san, con lai cAm dén nhay va dui cui

Tiéng ho reo vang ddy khi bdn muroi hai ngudi dan ong rim rap qua cau va queo phéi, di vo con durong mon cip dong séng. Bi chimg vai mét, con
duong mét hit vo nhiing bui cdy thip rAm rap — cira ngd vimg dong hoang,

Pig trén mot 15i mdn bén hong dong song thanh phd, cha ciia Benjamin theo dai toan bd chién dich. Chu Ay tré vé& nha trong tim trang triu néng, lo au.

“Khong xong 101, chi ndi Vi v va con trai khi ca nha an trimg bac va rau bina. “S€ xay ra tham hoa mit thoi, hily nhd 104 ba néi. Vi sing bng thé kia,
thé ndo ciing co ngudi bi giét trong ving ddng hoang ma chura chiic da 1 cau bé ngudi soi.”

Benjamin bt gidc nght dén Naren, ban ctia Charlie. C6 bé sng véi cha me nudi trong cin nha nhd sau trong ving ddng hoang, Noi d6 13 mt bi mét, tho
mong, 14 noi bao ton, mrong nau cta thi bi lac va bi thong, Liéu nd con 1 bi mét khi ca toan ngudi vii trang stng, diti cui va dude hing ho, dim dap cay
c6i xong dén?

Udc gi minh ¢6 thé ban tinh véi Charlie, Benjamin nghi.

Charlie ngi thiép di. N6 choang tinh thi thdy ai d6 dang lay vai minh.

“Charlie, ¢6 ci gi & trén tudng ding sau anh. Chit.” D6 14 giong ctia Dagbert.

Charlie ngdi ddy, dui m¥t.

“Nhin kia! Déng sau anh,” Dagbert thiic giuc.

Charlie nhin quanh. Birc tuong phia trén girong nd hién ra chir “Tambiét”. Lot trong mjt méng anh tréng, nhirng mau tr run rdy, long cong nhur khong
chac minh da xép dung chua.

“Naren!” Charlie néi, quén ca thi tham. “Em di dau?”

Khong c¢6 thong diép tra 10i. Bic tudng van tréng khong. Méang 4nh tréing bién mét va cin phong trd lai bong toi mit ming nhur thudng 16.
“Céi gi vay?” Dagbert hoi.
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Chuong 7
Lt céi trang ctia Asa

Charlie 14t sdp nguoi xubng, gid bd ngi. N6 cam thiy mdt ¢t thui manh vo lung, “Thdil” N6 céu tiét nbi thim
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“N6i cho 61 vé nhirng chir trén tuong, Dagbert rit i
“Khong. D6 1a thong diép riéng tu.”
“Toi s& khdng néi cho ai dau”.

“Hir!” Charlie dtng dy va di vo budng tim Néu c6 doi co thi ity dbi co ¢ nhitng chd khong ai nghe thiy-s& an toan hon. Pung nhur nd doan, Dagbert
10 do di theo.

Charlie d6ng ctra lai. Mt tring lai lwét ra khoi dam méy,roi anh sang vira dii cho hai thing bé tréng thay niit nhau.

Charlie dtmg dya lung vo bon tim. Voi nurde lanh dang xa 1on,kéu td t6,don dap. Dagbert dtmg bén canh bon,girong niit xanh nhot dudi anh tring,
“Toi khong phai 14 gian diép. Anh biét,anh c6 thé tin toi ma.”

“Céu gion choi”,Charlie ngdi Ién mép bdn. “Cau rinh rap t6i nhur do tham,va cau im cho héu hét ban bé t6i quay hung lai véi toi.”

“Khong phat”.

“Gan vay. Tai sao cau Jam thé?”

Dagbert tut xudng san bén canh budng timdat hai ban tay Ién du gdi. N6 nhin nhimg ngén tay dai ctia minh,gio Ién timg ngén mot,va cudi cling dan hai
tay vao nhau.

Tong, tong, tong, tong, tiéng voi nre chéy trong khi Charlie chd cau tra 1oi.

Thinh finh, mdi t6¢ quén tit ctia Dagbert dudi ra,nhu ¢6 ban tay v hinh gidt manh n6 mdt céi. N6 trg nén den bong va ¢p xudng. “Meiit tréing diéu khicn
cude doi tdi,” cudi cing Dagbert n6i. “Giong nhur thuy triu vay. Toi thuong khon don khi nyit trang chui vo dam méy,té nhat khi n6 bi trai dat nuot tron.
To1 khong yéu cau anh tha thir cho t61,Charlie,bdi vi t6i ko thé cudng lai diéu minh lam. Nhung néu anh cho t6i biét vé nhitng chit trén tuong ay,to1 hira
12 khong theo anh nita.”

Charlie ngAm nghi 104 dé xuét ctia Dagbert. N6 khong cén phéi cho Dagbert biét Naren song & dau. Ngoai ra,néu Naren tam biét,ttrc | ¢6 bé da roi ngdi
nha tranh trong ving dong hoang, “T61 biét mbt c6 gai”,Charlie bat dau. “Tén c6 dy la Naren,méic du tén tht cua c6 ay dai hon. Mot cai tén nguoi Mong
C6. Cha me c6 ay bi chét dudi trong mdt tran hut...”

“Khong lién quan t6i t67”, Dagbert ndi le. “Tiép di”.

“Cb 4y | con nudi ctia con trai o Ezekiel,6ng Bartholomew,va ngudi vo Trung Hoa ciia 6ng. Ho song & ngoai thanh phd, hay da timg séng ¢ d6.”
“Nhung nhitng chit. . .nhiing chit trén tudng d6”, Dagbert s6t rudt.

“D6 Ia tai phép ctia Naren. C6 dy c6 thé giri thong diép 1én khong trung, Mién Ja rém clra mo va tring séng. ..

“Gidng nhur 1 nhén tin bang dién thoai di dong?”

Charlie nhan mt. “Khong phai. C6 4y khong can thiét bi gi hét. C6 4y chi co chiéc ging tay ciia toi m thiét bi phat thoi”

“Ra vAy.”Dagbert 4n tuong qua.

“T6t hon chiing ta tr6 lai giurong di”,Charlie n6i.

“Chi mdi. .. Dagbert khong thé n6i hét cau. C6 gi xay ra voi nd-né bét diu co giat dir doi.

Charlie bat day,khong dirt méit khoi théing bé quin quai dudi san. Nhimg ngon tay ctia Dagbert tir tir bung ra,n6 viron cé hai tay vé phia Charlie.

Thét kinh hon via,khong thot lén 10, Charlie khong thé cham vo nhitng ngon tay nhur que ci,dai mdt cach bat tu nhién d6,bdi vi ching bét dau né ra. Mot
quang sang xanh Ia cay nhat x6 khoi lan da cua Dagbert-mit n6,d6i ban chan tran va hai ban tay cua n6 e sang lan tinh. Tham chi ca cho da 6 b do
ngu bao boc ciing phat sang chap chdi qua 16p vai day.

Charlie ¢6 cudng lai niém thoi thic phai chay khoi thing bé phat sang ndy cang xa cang tot. “Cau msao vay?”’No ko thao.
Théng bé dudi san run ban bat dén mirc chi lap ngap duoc vai tiéng: “Li-i-n-h linh. . .v-4-tt. ..Dudi. . .dudi gbi. . 161",

Chyng miy gidy Charlie m6i nghe ra Dagbert n6i gi. Mai khi hiéu duoc didu thing bé dang dau dén kin 1on mlon,Charhe dambd vo phong ngi chung va
s0 soang dudi gdi ctia Dagbert. Nhitng ngén tay n6 cham tring mothaiba. . .bay vat nho,cung cimg. Quo tt ca vo bum tay,n6 U té tr lai phong tim va

chat vat dat ching vo long ban tay cia Dagbert,cd bop cho nhitng ngon tay phét sang bao Iy ching. Nam con cua vang bé teo vi mot con ca vang
trong mdt tay,va mdt con nhim bién & tay kia.



Dagbert nhim nit lai va guc dau xudng. Chim chamsyr run riy ngimg lai. Tir tir,anh séng lan tinh md di. Dagbert mé nit va nhéch miéng cudi.
Charlie quy xudng trurde mit n6. “Sao viy,Dagbert?””

“D6 1 ngy sinh nhét ctia t67”. N6 liéc nhin ddng hd deo tay ciia n6. “Ding duyt gio. Mot gio ding”

“Sinh nhét ctia cau? Toi khong hiéu””.

“Gior 61 dd 12 tudi. Toi lubn biét s& co gi d6 xay ra voi minh,nhung toi khong bao gior doan duoc déy a dicu gl

“Y cu I sa0?”BAt chép khoanh khic di thuong ndy,di choang sbc va ching hiéu dAu cua tai nheo,Charlie vin khong kiém ché duge mot ¢ ngap. NO
dung Ién va dya lung v6 tudng cho vitng,

Dagbert g ddy,vén con hoi run. “C6 nghia k t0i manh béng cha toi. Anh cam khong dugc noi véi ai. Mot sinh finh cling khong. Tuyét nhién cha toi
khong dugc. .. Chua nén biét. Anh hi€u chir?”

“Toi hiéu. Va t6i hira khong n6i v6i ai.”"Charlie lai ngép. “Ca hai hiy gitr 1i hira ddy chir?”
“Pdng ¥, Dagbert nghiém trang,
Ching lui hui tré v& gitromg, Diéu cudi cting Charlie mudn trude khi ngi thiép di 1 vé nhdp nhéy ciia nhitng lich vat bién.

That nhe nhdm biét chirng ndo khi thiy ba bép trurdng trong bita sang hom sau. Trong ba da gin gan 1 ba nhu cii. Ba c6 mot tin cin bao cho Charlie.
Chom ngurdi qua quay,ba thi tham, “Benjamin,ban con,da lién lac véi ta.”

“Ben!” Charlie thit lén.
“Suyt! B con mudn toan thé giéi nghe thiy 4?”
“Con xin 16, Charlie Ii nhi.

Noi chuyén voi ba bép truromg luon phai khéo léo,ddc bigt I khi dang xép hang fish phan an sang. Hén i Billy & ngay sau Charlie va Fidelio ¢ déing sau
thiing bé.

Ba bép truong nhoai xa hon khoi qudy. “Né mudn con tim quan a0 g d6 ciia Asa Pike. Viée ndy lién quan tdi tiéng tru. Con c6 nghe thiy tiéng sing nd
dém qua khong?”

“C¢”,Billy dap.

“Con mudn cho sita vd chdo yén mach khong, Charlie?” Ba bép truéng hoi khi c6 hai dira con gii ding dinh di ngang qua.

“Coa”

“C6 mot doi di san”. Ba bép trudng rét sira vo 6 cho Charlie. “Ta nghe n6i ho da ban tring gi d6. Hi vong khong phai 1 ngudi ndo ching ta biét.”
“Y ba mudn n6i l...2” Moi chuyén bong nhién sang to. Charlie budc ra mot chiéc ban. Rat chimva chAmno gén két céc su kién lai voi nhau!

Khi Billy va Fidelio t6i ngdi cling ban véi n6,Charlie thi thao. “Chéc chén i Asa ¢ ngoai ving dong hoang, It nhét i Benjamin nghi vay.”

Billy gat dau,k pho, lim nhu né dang méi nghi gi d6. “Em ciing nghi thé. Chinh vi thé ma Ben cén quén 4o,dé Hat Pau c6 thé danh hoi tim.”

“Chiéc 4o khoac véi non cil duy nhét ctia Asa & khoa Kich, Fidelio n6i. “Olivia & khoa Kich. Cho nén n6 ¢6 thé tim dwoc.”

“Embiét cai 4o khodc ¢t d6,”Charlie n6ikha 1a xtc dong, “Asa c6 bao gio' cai trang thanh cong dau? Emng anh 4y du thir. Em phai gitip anh 4y.” N6
khong néi Néu Olivia chiu ling nghe em.

Dagbert bung t6 chéo ctia nd dén ban bon ching, “T6i ngdi ddy nha?”
Fidelio cudi toét. “Khong duroc pha mii ca hom nay thi c6 thé duroc”.
Miit Dagbert van tro khdc. “Camon”. N6 ngdi xudng giita Charlie va Billy.

Charlie liéc tromn6. Khong mot du vét anh sang lan tinh quai g& nhur da phat ra tir Dagbert dém qua. Thure té,trong nd hoan toan binh thudng dén ndi
Charlie ngd ngo minh d2 mo' canh tugng trong buodng tam.

Khi Charlie dimg lén, Dagbert khong dé y. Khi Charlie rdi céing-tin, Dagbert khong di theo. N ciing khong Ién dén gin Charlie khi két thic budi tip hop
hay v phong d€ 4o khoac xanh da troi. Vay hamy 1a né dang gitr 101 hira?



“Tui minh hity n6i chuyén v6i Olivia lic nghi gi4i,” Fidelio dé nghi khi cting Charlie di t6i I6p tiéng Phép.

“U”. Charlie khong ham néi chuyén vi Olivia,nhung né cha nghi ra duoc y gi hay hon.

Dt sao Emma d nhin xét ding v& Olivia. Ding nhu Emma dy doén,Olivia da chéin tro thi ghét Charlie roi. Méit khéc trong Charlie ban tim bn trf dén
mirc Olivia to md mudn bigt c6 chuyén gi ma sao lai vay. Chinh Olivia chil dong dén cho Charlie va Fidelio trong gio nghi gidi lao dau tién,chir khdng
phai nguoc lai.

Charlie tho phéo. Nhitng 101 xin 16i ¢ mong mong trong dau nd. Gidr thi né d phai phién toéi Iura 10 thich hop.

“Pang dy dang Am muru ci gi vay,Charlie Bone?” Olivia hoi tinh bo,vira xoay nguoi thure hién mot dong tac mia trén mit san phi day swong gia.
Dimg ngay dang sau Olivia, Emma cudi tuoi réi.

“That ra t& t&i dinh nho bd mdt viee, "Charlie danh bao néi.

Olivia lai xoay nguoi dimg trén ngon chan. “Cé dang khong?”

“Sur gifp dd ctia ding 4y?”Charlie ling ting,

Fidelio lién ra tay giai ctru. “C6 viéc bon nay rit kho kim xong néu khong c6 emLiv. Vi vdy tui ndy khéing dinh sy gitip do ctia em rét déng gi.”

Nu cudi ngoac trén mit Olivia. “T6 phai lam gi?””

“Tui minh can tim quén 40 Asa da timg ding dé hoa trang,"Charlie n6i. “T¢d chéic chdn né ¢6 ¢ khoa Kich. B) biét cai 4o khodc,cai mi cii va bd ria mép
thay ghé ctr hay roira d6 ma.”

“Biét rdi.” Olivia dam d6i gidly danh cOp vao nhau va nhay 10 ¢d t6i Iui. “Anh ta timg hay dén 1ong may gia nira. Roi ca doi gidy bot bi ling 6 bén trong.”
“O,dtng ding, Charlie hép tip. “Quan trong 1 bd ¢6 biét ching duoc cit & dau khong?”

“Biét chir.” Olivia rét cudc ciing chiu dimg im. “Hau hét trang phyc dwoc cat trong ting him dudi nha hét. DE bita trua t6 s& di Ky cho déing dy. Khi do
¢6 nhidu thoi gian hon.”

“Tuyét,Liv!”Charlie hét om.
Fidelio hich n6. “Con diéu khoan nita,Charlie. Nhé khong? Vay em mudn gi khi giip tui nay,Liv?”

Olivia tron it ngd kén troi. “O,em khong bict nita. A,c6. Mot thsnh keo mém s6-co-la clia ong Onimous. . va. . déng &y phai cho t6 biét tai sao dang dy
muon ¢6 do cua Asa.”

Charlie ludng hy. Dao nay nd rat hay dén do,khong dam chéc minh c6 the tin cdy ai. Fidelio khong e ngai nhur n6. Anh ké cho Olivia nghe vé tiéng tru
dang xa,Benjamin gia thiét d6 1 Asa,va Hat Pau c6 thé tim duge Asa néu ngiri duoc mii quan 4o ciia anh ta.

“Vay L néu t6 tim dugc do thi & c6 thé di vo dong hoang cling véi ding ay?”

“Néu tui nay ¢6 thé di cting bd vo phong Trang Phyc, Charlie n6i,bét du thay hoa mét vi nhin Olivia quay tit hoai.
“Pugc. Chimg ndo dang 4y v6 ving dong hoang?” Xemra ciing di chong mit,Olivia 10 dao dimg lai.

“Ngay mai Sangsom 7 gio.”

“Té & c6 mat.” Olivia khong cudng duge quay mdt et chét khi tiéng i va ric 18n vang dong san choi. “Hé,nhin kia,” con nhé néi. “Dagbert Endless két
than voi Gabriel Silk”.

Ki la nhung dung vAy. Charlie thiy Dagbert va Gabriel vai sét vai di vo cira virdn,trd chuyén say sura.
“Chéc tai mit tring”,Charlie im bam

“Ha?” Fidelio hoi.

“Khong c6 chi”.

Emma dang mim cu6i,nhung Olivia lai ndi, “Nhin d6i chim uyén kia.”

Nu cuoi roi khoi mit Emma. Tancred Torsson va Tracy Morsell dang thong tha di qua san swong gid lam nhur khong hé ¢6 tiéng tt1 va. Canh tay Tancred
quang qua cd Tracy,ban tay anh 6m vai chi,va Tracy nhin Tancred nhu thé anh Ia chang trai duy nhat trén c6i doi.



“Gép it Ién,hai nguoil” Fidelio rong vang nic ké syr tinh i ho hoc trén minh mdt Iop.
Tancred va Tracy ching doai hoai gi.

“Ho khong nghe anh dau”,Charlie ndi. “Pi,dua tdi clra nha.”

“T& toi trude tién”, Olivia thét é‘lm,]ao veo di. “Ca mot thanh s6-coola mémnira”.

Bon con trgi phong theo con nhd,nhung Charlie nhin théy budc chay cia Emma rat thiéu nhiét tinh. Olivia théng tran ¢4 cugc,diu cléng dtra nao nhan
161 thach d6 ctia no.

Lp kich thurong hoc ¢ trong nha hat cua truong. Chinh tai noi day c6 Marlowe, truong khoa Kich,cho ra doi nhirng xudt phdm ndi tiéng do chinh c6 viét
kich ban,san xuat va dao dién. C6 la mot ph}_l nit nho nhan, linh loi,mét chi chit nép nhan,dau tich cau biét bao camxuc }{héng ngung di qua d6. Toc c@
thurong cot dudi ngya,duoc mod ta la toc muoi tiéu,hodc n6i mdt cach khac i niu va xamva ¢d hay quang khin mau sac ki la,vay nhung dai,va giay bot

da Ion ty theo tong mau quan 4o cua co.

Hén lim sao,Olivia 1 hoc trd cung ctia ¢6 Marlowe,cho nén khi ¢6 bét qué tang con nhé véi dam ban md v khu Phyc Trang,cd khong ndi trén 16i dinh
nhu dung ra c6 phai the.

Nhitng birc man nhung nng chich kéo ngang qua san khiu. Va khi Olivia m6 canh ctra sap phia cudi san khiu ra,né khong biét c6 c6 Marlowe dang
ngdi mdt minh trong gian phong t6i omnghién ngém vé kich ké tiép ctia minh.

“Oil Aid6?” c6 Marlowe tirc tie chay Ién cau thang bén hong san khéu va ngd vo birc man. “Olivia! Em dang lim gi d6? Con hai cau ndy. . .céc cdu
dau thuc khoa Kich.”

“Xin 16’i b Marlowe. Tui em xin 167”. Fidelio t6 ra dé thwong khi n6 mubn. “Tui em khong biét ¢6 & do,chir khong thi tyi em da hoi 1di a. S6 h,emvira
mdi viet xong mdt ban nhac kich ma tui em s& biéu dién vao hé nay,trong V,I.IOH nha Ohwa’,’ con nhd trd mit 1én,di nhién-* ‘nhung em mudn hoi xem 6 thé
nmuron mit sO trang phuc dugce khong, Olivia da dinh di hoi ¢d,nhung ban ay khong tim thay ¢6 & dau.”

Charlie va Olivia nhin Fidelio tran tran,than phuc qua x4. Lam sao anh ching xoay x& nghi ngay tire khiic ra dugc mbt li do hay dén thé?

DPuong nhién cd Marlowe tat 4n tuong. “V& nhac kigh! Tuyét diéu!” Qé rén lén. f‘C(”) hi vong em s& mo1 c0. D?nhién emmuon trang phuc dl;l’()’C
ma,nhung nhd cho c6 coi em muron nhitng b I]E:lO ,dé C(t) con ghi v s6” Co rit dau ra,nhung chdp nit lai 16 dau vao,dan thém. “Can than day,cac em.
Mot trong nhiing bong dén bi gd roi. Duéi do toi lam day.”

“Tui con on thdi,cd Marlowe, Olivia turoi cudi. N6 dat mt ban chn xudng bac thang gb va bit dau di giat ki xudng can phong phia dudi. Charlie theo
sau. Fidelio di cudi cing,

Olivia bat mdt cong tic va mt bong dén treo ngay trén dau n6 vut sang mt khoanh phong gan cau thang, Nhing ti gb thong cao dung thanh hang dua
vo mdt bén trong trong khi hing 16 hang 16¢ rronghdom va gio dan bang cay duong lidu xép ra t6i tan gitta phong. Phia bén kia,mot hang cot d4 ¢d xua
tao nén nhitng hoc thut td1,khong thé thiy duoc gi.

“Chd d6 dang ra phai c6 mdt bong dén nira. Olivia chi lén tran nha & cudi phong,

“Hi vong dd ctia Asa khong ¢ d6”. Charlie kh& ring minh.

“khong,n6 & ding nay”,Olivia noi chic nhu dinh dong cot. “Cha phai kiém lau dau. C6 Marlowe rat d& cao tinh hiéu qua Coi ndy,moi thir ¢6 déu dan
nhan ca. TAt ca quin 4o ctia ndm 1900-2000 & dau ndy. Ching s& cii i dan cho t6i chd dé da giu va dd dong khb. .

“Trong bong t6i",Charlie noi.

“Nhiéu db qua”, Fidelio reo Ién. “Anh nghii minh s& viét mdt vo nhac kich tht ddy”.

Olivia chon ra ba c4i ruong va dé nghi mbi dira kiém trong mot cai. Mot tam thé d& “1900-2000. Ao khoac. Nam” ling ling & quai clia timg céi rurong,
Charlie 14 dira du tién bat ngwoc nép ruong lén. N6 i bin ra,thét ré 1én khi mdt con bo canh cimg to xii phut qua thanh rrong

“Ctr chd mdt bay doi phut ra thi biét”, Olivia curdi ngat nghgo.

Charlie liéc t6i nhirng méng ti déng xa,roi nhin mén den kit déing sau hng cot. Liéu do trf twdng tugng cia nd,hay 1 6 gi loe én trong y? Mt mot con
doi,hay rang nanh bong nhoang ctia mdt con thu? N6 rang tap trung tim quan 4o trong ruong,

Chinh Fidelio |2 ngwoi timra 4o khoéc cta Asa. “PAy rdi. Anh nhdn ra n6 & bét cir dau.” N6 10i ra manh 4o dai,rdch ruéi ma Asa timg hay méic dip cudi
tuan,khi di rinh rdp cho Manfred.

“Gir dén noén!” Olivia n6i,md mot cai ti dan nhain “1900-2000. Mil. Nany”. Mot birc tudng mii hién ra bén trong to.

Charlie nhao t6i gitp. Nhung chiéc mil hudi trai ctia Asa khong ¢6 trong dam mii qua dura,mii phot,mil vai,mil pamana,va hing ha mii quan doi treo trude



it ching,

Olivia md canh ti thir hai. “A,c6 co may hon”,con nho tuyén bd,déo khiip hang mii bi nhiy cin lam nham

Charlie vd By mot chiéc mii vai tuyt cii mém King nhiéu 16 bén trong, “Ctia Asa!”. N6 la lén. “Té biét c4i nay”.

Ching quyét dinh khong kiém gay lamgi Va lal,dong gidy bdt den trong c4i ndo ciing gidng c4i ndo. Charlie mo ndp mot thing thiéc d& “Rau quai
non,van van” 1én,nhung c6 nhiéu bd réu qua dé ma hra. Sau d6 nd doc nhén trén mot cai th dé “Mat na”lién ngd xem. Bén trong deo mit na du ching

loaimit thi v&,sang ]ap lanh,den thm,trang bot,so ngudi,chi hé,cac loai ma,ma ca rong,qual vat.

“Chao 61! Fidelio kich dong qua,n6 gidt ra mjt chiéc mét na do tuoi, Iong may den va miéng vang choe. “Pay 14 tit ca nhimg gi anh can. Mot vo nhac
kich miit na. Anh s€ viet mit v& cho coi”

Hai dura kia giip anh chang chon thém murdi chiéc mit na nira-ba con thi,hai con quai vat,mdt mit nguoi tréng,buén thiu,mf)t‘ ong dﬁy mun comyhai cai
vang ng va mot cai den si co doi mat vien vang, Cai cuoi cung nay goi Charlie lién turdng ti burc turgng ngdi tim hyp trong tién sanh. “Tui minh ra khoi
day mau”, nd giuc gi.

Tiéng i1 va riic 1én ding lic ching leo 1én t6i san khau. Charlie cudn 4o khoac va non thanh mot niii chét va keo dudi nach. N6 nhin nhimg bac thang toi
lan cuodi, sau do6 Olivia dong ctra sap lai.

“C6 phai khéa khong?”” Charlie hoi.
“Khong. N6 khong bao gio khoa. S c6 ngudi c6 thé bi ket dudi d6™. Con nhé curdi hich hich.

Trong cén phong bén dudi ching,c ke khap khiéng chui ra tir sau nhiing hang cot. Mot cdi gio duong liu kéu cot ket khi phéi chju strc ning ctia ci
khi khodc 40 choang den, 1om khom. Co ro trong béng toi, nd nguyén ria Charlie Bone, lip di lap lai.

Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Va Séi Hoang dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chuwong 8

Cay cau bit tric

Chiéu thir Sau, Billy Raven bdng dbi y. Thing bé bao véi Charlie 1 n6 s& khong nghi cudi tudn & nha Charlie nita.

“Anh trdng em mubn giip tui anh tim Asa,” Charlie n6i.

Billy cham i thio dy gidy b ctia nd. Ching dang ngdi trong phong dé 4o khoac xanh da troi. Charlie coi doi gidy d4 bong ciia n6. Cudi ciing Billy nbi:

“O trong vimg‘déng hoang, :l"ét ca muodng thi. Khong phai la em khong thich th vat, em thich chir, nhung ching né kéu ghé qua — bao nhiéu thi don vo
mdt noi nhur dong hoang, moi loai ndi bang mdt ngdn ngit khac nhau, nghe bum, bum, chat, chat trong tai em. Em thich ¢ lai day véi ba bép trudng hon.

Bon tré sang t6i hui true mit ching, dira nhay qua gay, dira bo 16m com dudi bang ghé, dira tim quéan cdc, 4o so mi b thét lac. Charlie cii sat xuéng
Billy. “Em con dé Rembrandt ¢ nha anh. Ngoai Maisie s& ban Ién cho coi.”

Billy cdi gidy ra va ngdi nhin trao trio vao ching, “C6 18 ba Maisie s& mang no t6i ddy va dé no lai chd ba bép truong”
Charlie nhin vai. “Dé anh hoi ba xem sao. Um, anh di xép gi6 d0 xach dy, gap lai em thir Hai nha.”
“Chuic may nin,” Billy dép.

Charlie d loay xoay gidu xong m& do ciia Asa dudi ddy gio. V& dén nha n6 16i chiéc a0 khodc vai c4i non cii ra va tdng vo ti quin 4o clia minh.
Benkamin rung chung ding lic né xuong lau ding bira tra.

“Hai con dinh lam gi thé2”” Ngoai Maisie hoi khi hai thing bude vo bép. “Trong mét cac con ghi rd nhitng 4m muru voi chuyén tham hiém kia.”
“Véy a?” Benjamin I6ng ngong s& lén cim
“Nhin cac con 1A ta biét ngay, ca Hat Dau nira.” Ngoai Maisie bat dau luc loi ti lanh tim cuc xuong dﬁy thit m ba da dé danh cho con cho.

Charlie khong chéic minh nén tiét 16 bao nhiéu cho ngoai Maisie biét. N6 khong mudn fim ba lo ing. “Bon con c6 mdt ké hoach nho nho cho ngiy mai,”
16 i bang quo. “Choi trén tim véi Hat Paw.”
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“Thé al” Ngoai Maisie thay cuc xwrong cho Hat Dau.

Ho ngdi xuépg ding bira tra. Ong cdu Paton thuong khong xudng gi ndy, cho nén Charlie khong qua ndn nao. N6 c6 thé néi chuyén riéng véi ong cau
sau. N6 muon 161 khuyén cua 6ng vé du tinh ching sép thure hién.

“A quén, dng cau ctia con di réL” ngoai Maisie bdo, bay ra banh lia mach moira 10.

“Pi?” Charlie budt miéng kéu. “Ba ndi di la di dau?”

“Viée gi sot v6 Ién thé, Charlie. Ong 4y ra bién nhur thuong 16 dy mi.”

“Pé tham ong c6?” Charlie hoi.

“Diing viy. Khong duoc hé mot 1i v6i ba Bone ddy, nhd khong. Ching ta khong mudn mu ma t6i d6 va quiy tung ca 1én.”

“Da,” Charlie lim bam. Charlie liéc Benjamin, 15 rang thing ndy cing dang nghi nhur n6. Mac du khong mong doi Ong cdu Paton s€ di ctng v ving
ddng hoang, nhung chéic chéin ching ciing an long phan ndo néu dng biét vé cude phiéu lru va sin sang ra tay giai ctru néu co gi bat tric.

Benjamin da bon chdn Eim roi. N6 hudng Iy khong biét ¢ nén néi cho ba me minh biét minh di ddu khong, Charlie cudi trdn an né. “Fidelio s& di voi tui
minh, lai ca Olivia nira.”

“Ua?” Benjamin khong biét nén mimg r& hay buc boi. Olivia qué 1oe loet so voi gu thim my ctia nb.

“Ta thdy coi bo nghiém trong hon trd trbn tim rdi ddy,” ngoai Maisie nghi ngd. “Ta hi vong cac con khong lam diéu gi dai dot.”
“Khdng c6 ti dai dot nao dau, ba Jones a,” Benjamin nghiém trang,

Mot gidy sau chudng dién thoai reng. Trude khi ngoai Maisie nhic méy Charlie d& ¢6 cam giéc thic thom 1 réc r6i thir hai sdp ndi lén.
“Dién thoai clia con ndy, Charlie,” ngoai Maisie goi.

Chan Charlie 1t bét vo hanh lang.

“Tuoi Ién coi, Fidelio, ban con goi nm,” ngoai Maisie trao 6ng nghe cho Charlie.

“Chao, Charlie, tin xdu déy,” giong Fidelio phin chén.

Charlie thé dai. “Gi day? Pimg n6i i nay mai anh khong thé dia nha.”

“Xin 161, Charlie, anh quén khudy mét. Anh d hira v6i ba anh vé bubi hoa nhac nay roi. N6 thudc tua hru dién mia hé. Rét, rat quan trong. N6 ¢6 thé
tao bude ngoat cho sy nghiép turong lai cia anh...”

“U, r,” Charlie 1 ril. “Dugc rdi, thin dong, tui em s& phai di ma khong c6 anh.”

“Thé cudi tuan t6i thi sao?” Fidelio dé nghi.

“Qué tré. Asa khdgn chimg da bi thirong, Chiing ta phai tim thiy anh 4y vao ngy mai.”

“Hoac da chét.”

“KHONG!” Charlie phén d6i. “Em khong tin anh 4y chét r6i. Chiic budi hoa nhac thanh cong nha, Fido!” N6 dat dng nghe xubng,
Ngoai Maisie nhin Charlie v&i vé lo théit rudt khi nd quay lai ban. “Cai gi m chét choc vay?” Ba hoi

Charlie quyét dinh cho ba biét mot phin nho sur tht. “Tui con dang n6i vé Séi Hoang, Fidelio nghif ¢6 thé n6 chét rdi. Tui con da nghe tiéng sing dém

qua.

“P6 Ia tiéng sting san,” ngoai Maisie ndi, “Nhung theo nhur ta dwoc biét thi ho khong giét duoc con gi ca. Pumg ban tim, ta chura nghe thiy tiéng tru hai
démnay roi.”

Charlie va Benjamin nhin nhau.
Vao sang thir Bay Charlie thirc ddy vi mot tiéng gd nhe trén 6 kinh & ctra phong n6. Troi vin tdi om om, thoat d4u n6 twdng la tuyét dap vo cira sb. Bén
Kkhi nhin ra thi thdy Benjamin va Hat Dau dimg bén dudi cdt den duong,

Charlie miic d6 émnhé.t ctia minh vao. Trudc ’khi r01 phong, n6 day cai Am den vo sau hon trong ggaafim giwong. Cai 4mn6ng 1én kho cham Vo —du
khong dt nong d€ 1am nd bi phong, nhung chic chin 1 ndng hon nhiét d¢ phong. Néu day 1a 101 canh cao, Charlie nghi, thi gio minh cling ching the lam



gi duoc v6ind. Charlie dao mét khip phong tim con budm tréng, chiéc gay phép ctia 16 bién thanh — ké canh gac cin phong cho nd. Cubi cling, Charlie
ciing thay n6 trén thanh ray treo rém, d6i canh cham bac dyng thing dirng nhur canh buom.

“Chiic t6 may mén di,” Charlie n6i.
Con buém xoe canh va d4u xudng vai nd.
“Bd duoc chao dén di voi tui t¢,” Charlie n6i. “Rét vui mimg,”

Pén ltic n6 ms cira ra, Benjamin da ¢6 Olivia nhip bon. Connho dién 4o khoéc thity thii béng len thd, gidy bt da néing chich va khiin quang soc quén
miy vong quanh co.

“Sén sang cho bat cr viée git” Olivia hét kiu lo khi né x6ng v6 hanh lang.
“SSUYTT!” ca Charlie An Benjamin déu nhéc no.
Charlie hat anh it lo king 1én lau, dinh ninh 1 c4 hai ba ndi, ngoai s& tia ra khoi phong ho, nhung may thay, chic ho van con dang ngi say.

Olivia gio 1én mot chiéc ba 16 vat bai do choi, thi thio: “Dd an dii cho ca tuan & day né. Té da tin cong ti lanh nha t& trrde khi di. Té bao véime t6 1 t&
qua choi nha Emma mt ngay, dicu do cling ding mot phan, Du gi me t& phai lam viée va t6i dém Chit Nhét mbi vé nha.”

Charlie quyét dinh tir mang d6 an lay. Olivia thurong an nhitng thirc an la ling, mang nhitng céi tén khé phét 4m Nhon chan di v bép, né quay ra véi

mdt gdi banh bich quy va xiic xich ngudi. N6 nhét tit ca vo ba 16 ctia n6, din Ién trén o khoac va mil clia Asa. “Di thoi,” nd noi.

Khi ching r0i khoi nha, mdt hing anh sang xanh ét bat du hién ra phia trén ddi xa, nhung khi ching gan t6i dong song, anh sang nhoa dan va ca bon bi
quang tom vo man troi xam mo.

C6 hai cay gﬁu bic ngang qua song — mot cdy cau §ét ¢b xura, nho hep ma hoi QESng thanh phd da khuyén céo 1 khong an toan dé str dung, con cdy kia
duoc xdy bang da vitng chii, rong, an toan tuyét doi. Chrrlie d3 dung cay cau sat dé di thim Naren, nhirng hom nay né chon cdy cau da. Khong viée gi
phai lam khé sir mang giai ctru cua ca bon.

Hat Pau giuc‘mg nhu cfmg biét co nhiém vu dang chd minh. N6 chay déng trude, imru ga i, khong mot tiéng stia nao vudt ra khoi miéng, Chi cé cai dudi
nguc ngoac cat lyc 1a biéu 1§ sy kich dong cua no.

Vira bang qua khéi 05}11, ba dra tré vO con duong mon ma chi vai ngdy truée doi di san da hanh quan v6 canh ddng hoang Olivia 16i cay dén pin to sura
khoiba 16 ctia n6. Ludng dnh sang manh tir cdy den giip ching thiy duong qua nhirg bui cdy vién thap quanh khu rimg. Mot khi xa khoi mé ngoai dé
V0 sau trong ring, nhitng bui mam x6i va ¢ thd nham quang dan di. Ching thadm chi con tim thay mottj 161 mon hep.

Gior da dén le tung Hat DAu vao hanh dong. Charlie 16i dong o choang véi nén tir trong ba 16 ra v chia vé phia chii ch6. Hat DAu hit ngiri. Chot n6 tru
1én mdt tieng va I phat lai. Thi vat luon s¢ Asa — mdt sinh vat 1a ngudi ban ngay, 1a thu e troi toi khién ching ludn lo Eing va hoang mang, Ban nang
mach bao chiing phai tranh xa loai ndy.

“Tim di, Hat Pau,” Benjamin db danh. “Di mi. Tui tao can may gitp d6.” N6 giat déng db tir tay Charlie va dt xudng dat, vO vo. “Hat Pau, tim di.”

Hat Bau thin trong san lai gﬁn md do. N6 hit ngm — céi 4o khodc trude rdi dén cai non. No lai tru réng 1én, va roi, bat than, phong di khoi, chay doc
theo 161 mon hep, thinh thodng lai phong khéi 161 mon ma suc sao trong cd, roi lai chay tiep.

“N6 bét dwroc mii rdi,” Benjamin la 16n, dudi theo chii ché ctia minh.

“Chéc chdn né da tim thdy gi d6,” Olivia tan dong, chay theo Benjamin.

Charlie hét mii 4o 1én va chay theo ca bon. N6 ngac nhién sao Olivia ¢6 thé chay nhanh thé, ca Benjamin ciing nhanh khong kém Anh sang tir cdy den
pip ctia Olivia lia loan xa, chd ndo cling soi t6i, ngoai trir mét dat, thanh thir Charlie thay minh chéch choac khoi 161 mon, dam sam vo cay coi va lao dao
vap day day leo.

C6 mot tiéng thét & ding trude, rdi lai mot tiéng nita. Qué tré, Charlie tong dm vd Olivia, trong khi con nho va inh vao Benjamin.

“T6 lac né rdi,” Benjamin noi.

Mot trang siia dang xa thiic cé bon lai lao t6i trude. Mai cudi cing, mdt tia sang ke 161 bt dau thim qua canh cdy. Tiéng stia doi huéng. Ca bon dimg lai,
nghe ngong. Lic chd nay, lic cho kia, 1ap tirc Hat Pau & khap moi noi. Chiing roi khoi 161 mon va ludn sdu vo rimg cdy, dé roi chi bi kéo giat lai vi mot
tiéng stia nita.

“N6 tréu gheo tui minh,” Olivia than phién. “N6 khong thé ngiri gi hét. N6 chi dia choi thoi.”

“C6 thé,” Benjamin noi.

Vai phit troi qua. Tiéng stia ngung, Ching chd va ctr chd. Khong ¢6 gl Benoamin goi con ché ctia minh, nhung khong c6 tiéng stia dap lai.



“An chit gi di,” Olivia n6i, chuyén cho Charlie mot thanh s6-co-la.
“Té khong nubt ndi,” Benjamin néi. “Chéc Hat Pau gip nguy rdi chir khong thi nd da quay tré vé&. N6 ludn ludn tré v& khi t¢ goi ma.”

Khi 4nh sang mia dong bét dau rang khip ving dong hoang, mdt ludng g6 budt thdc In, tiéng Amu, Fic ric cta canh trui 14 nhin chim mot tiéng tru & rat
Xa.

Da dAu ctia Charkie ron Ién. “D6 13 cai ... vat hay Hat Bau?”
“Khong chic,” Benjamin dap.

“Dit I @i tui minh nén tim hiéu n6 thi hon,” Olivia n6i. “Gi thi g, d6 1 I do tyi minh ¢ ddy kia ma?” Dén dau, con nh6 sdp ngira qua 10i mon, trong khi bon
con trai cam c¢O duoi theo.

Charlie khong chic 16i mdn s& két thic & dau, khi ndo, nhung né dan nhén ra da lac mét dudng rdi va gio ching dang di theo Olivia trén 16 trinh ma tat ca
phu thudc vo con nho.

“Minh cha biét Olivia c6 biét cau 4y di d4u khong?” Charlie néi v6i Benjamin.

“Biét chir,” Olivia d4p lai. “Thinh giéc ctia t& dat mdt trdm phan trdm va t6 biét tiéng tru vong toi tir hudng nay.”

Liic ndy ching d4 & noi rim rap dé s ctia vimg dong hoang, Cay cdi sin sit dén d¢ mit troi thip chi lot duoc vai tia sang li ti xudng nit nén phit réu.
Olivia dirmg lai va bon con trai dudi kip con nhé. “T¢ dang chd mdt tiéng tru nita,” con nhé noi.

Tirc thi m)t tiéng tru nita vang én. Nghe duc nghet, thé thiét, cang ic cang gan, cho t6i khi Hat D4u bét thinh finh béin ra khoi bui rim va lao bo t6i bén
ching, Long n6 dinh bét hat cd,tai day ngirge ra phia sau va mit don dac kinh so.

“Gi vy, Hat Dau?” Benoamon 6m chit ctmg ¢d con ché. “May da tim thdy gi?”

Hat Dau gir mot tiéng gidn dit, rén vang. Nhét dinh khong mudn trd lai noi n6 vira xd ra.

“Chéc n6 da thdy gi d6 roi?” Olivia hoi.

“Da tim thdy gi d6, t& nghi viy,” Charlie noi.

“Chi cho tui tao di, Hat Pau.” Benjamin b chui qua mang bui rdm trudc mit.

Hat Pau cti gim dau, gir tiép. Chot né nhay chdm chém vong quanh bon tré, im nhu ¢b ngin khong cho bon chiing thiy cai thir mé n6 wira tim thiy.

“Pugce r01, Hat Pdu, tui tao phai timra nd ma!” Charlie hdy dau con ché bu di rdi 16i im vo damcanh thap, cho toi khi 16 va bon kia diing trong mot
méang trong nho, ¢6 ndng mét troi. Mot dun 1 khd vong Ién & chinh gitra; mdt u dat tira nhu nAm md. Mot bé hoa giot tuyét cam & mdt dau u dét.

O déu kia trang trong, mdt khdi hinh ngdi thup giita d4m 1€ cAy g0 ghé. Nhanh nhur chdp, c4i hinh hai d6 quay mit lai bon ching. Khong nghi ng gi vé
cai chét miii hoang da va mang tran thap 16ng 1. D6 13 mot trong nhitng sinh vat da can Ong cdu Paton.

Bon tré hdn xiéu phéch tan. Ching chc mim s& thiy Asa, hodc chi it 14 thiy con thi anh ta bién thanh.
“Nguoi . .. nguoi B ai?”” Charlie tién sat mdt budc nita t6i sinh vt no.

N6 gir Charlie, 16i khoc thit thit.

Olivia chup canh tay Charlie. “Dimg lai gin n6.”

“Khong sao, Liv." Charlie gat tay con nho di. “Coikia, 6 ... &, ba y (ban néing cho n biét d6 & mdt phu nir).... s& khong ki hai tui minh dau. Ba 4y
dang buon thAm. C6 & ba ay vira mdi chon ai d6 xong.”

“Asa?” Benjamin thi thio.
Charlie budc lai gan ngudi phu nit va ngdi xom xudng trurde mat ba. “Ba c6 biét Asa Pike khong?”” N6 hoi nhe nhang,

Tir tir, ba ta quay du vé phia nd. Nhin sat trong ba khong dén ndi dang so. C6 vé hién knh trong d6i mit vang, va mot im dong tién trén gd mé tai xam
cua ba.

“Toi la me Asa.” Gigng ba yéu 6t va khan dac.

“D6 Ia ....” Charlie ngoai nhin lai ndm mo.



“Cha ciia Asa.” D6i mét vang ctia ngudi phu nit trao dam 6.
“Nguoi ta da giét ong Ay?”” Charlie hoi.

Ngudi phu nit e ngai ngurée nhin 1én khi Benjamin va Olivia nhich t6i gAn hon. Khong tién diimg cao phia trén ba, bon ching ngdi quy gbi xudng ding sau
Charlie.

“Chéu I Charlie Bone?”” Nguoi phy nit thé hét ra ndo rudt. “Do chduma ... ba nhin nAm md va doi miit lai dam dia.
“Chéu rat tiéc néu chau da lam gi khién bac gip tai hoa,” Charlie noi.

Ba lai the dai. “O, &. Nhung chau khong thé 1im khac duoc, phai khong?”

Olivia bo lai gﬁn hon. “Asa chura chét a?”

Nguoi phy nit Fie dau. “Toi khong biét. Bon ho da bit no, da nhdt no. N6 b cam i trong mot i hang, khong thé thay doi hinh dang tir thi thanh ngud,
vinoi d6 toi tam, vay day. Chiing t6i mang d6 an cho né va bao né dirng tru, nhung n6 khong thé kim ndi.

“Va sau d6 doi di san t6i,”” Benjamin noi.

“Va 101 doi di sin 61, giong ba théu thao dén ndi ching khong nghe duroc.

Charlie e d& ni tiép, “Vay I doi di san da giét chdng bac?”

Nguoi phu nix bit dAu run ban bat. Giong ba liu riu nhu chim, nirc n6, ban tay nhiing ngén dai, xu 1ong che ly mat. “Ho da giét ong dy. Giét roi. Ong dy
¢o danh lac huéng ho ra khoi con trai minh. Mot phét sing n6 vang, ong ay ngd xuong Toi da kéo ong 4y vo bui ram, Ky canh, 14 pht lén dé ho khong
tlmthay ongay. Nhung cai g bén 6ng Ay da tin mét thay ong 4y ngdl xudng, thiy miit dét loang méu noi ong chdng t6i nghiép ciia t6i guc ng. Han nghi
ong Ay 1t di chd khéc rdi chét, cho nén ho da bo dirdi”

“Vay 14 ho khong tim thiy Asa,” Olivia noi.

“Bing thé. Nhung khi t0i i, dinh béo v6i con trai i cha nd da ... chét,” ba nhiim mit v grong mit nhéin nhim lai, “thi Asa d& dau mét. Hang ctia no
trong tron, canh ctra chan song dé mo khdéa. Bon ho da chuyén no tdi noi sau hon trong long dat, t6i biet the, dé tiéng tru ctia nd khong con bi nghe thay
nira.”

“Bon ho 13 ai, bac Pike?” Olivia hoi. ‘Phai bac 1a ba Pike khong a?”

Neuoi phu nit 16 vé ngac nhién. “Ping, d6 1a tén t61.”

“Gia dinh Bloor bat Asa phai khong a? Charlie hoi.

“Dling, bon chiing.” ba hén hoc.

Bon tré nhin nhau. Chiing né di giai ctru Asa, nhung hoa ra lai tim thay me anh ta, ngudi xemra can duoc giop d& khong kém gi Asa.

“Chau nghf tui chiu nén dira bac t6i noi ... . &n ndi an toan ndo d6, béac Pike a,” Charlie n6i, “Dé dé phong doi di san trd lai. Nha ciia bac ¢ dau?”

“Xa, rat xa.” Ba Pike bdng khat kha khat khudng, “Khong thé tré v&, khi ma con trai ciia t61 & dy, bi nhdt dau do.”

Olivia dimg lén. “Béc Pike a, bac khong thé & trong vung dong hoang dugc. Béc sé& bi gi6 thdi chét mat. Va nhu Charlie ndi, rét ¢6 thé doi di san s& tro
lai.” Gioy da biét tén ngudi phu nit, Olivia ndi nhur thé ba 1 mdt nguoi ban.

Ba Pike tra o1 bang mdt nu cudi thiéu ndo. “Toi khong thé bude ndi. Toi bi ngd khi chuyén chdng t6i. Mt ¢ chén cia t6i bi treo rat ning.”

“Cang Itc cang t& hon,” Benjamin Aim bam.

Hat Déu tru Ién thong thiét. N6 van & dau kia trang tréng, khong hiéu chuyén gi mi nhén nhao vay.

Charlie mai miét suy nghi. Chi c6 mdt noi duy nhat ching c¢6 thé dira ba Pike t6i: quan Ca Phé Thi Kiéng,

“Chéu biét ngudi s& chim séc bac,” Charlie noi. “Tén ong Ay 3 Onimous. Gio chéu s& do bac ddy. Olivia, qua bén kia gitip bac Pike.”

Ba Pike khong phan d6i khi bon ching x¢ ba dtmg déy trén c4i chan lanh kin, nhung ba rén tham thiét khi ching kéo ba ra xa khoi nAm mo.

Ching quyet dinh khong tr& vé 161 g cau da. Gio nay 16i di d6 nhon nhip ngudi qua lai. Ching bube phai ding cay cau sit nguy hiém Khong ai trong

ching ning Fim, néu can than thi c6 thé bing qua an toan. Quan Ca Phé Thii Kiéng khong xa cau, va néu may mén ching s& t6i noi trude khi ai d6 nhin
ra con nguoi ky quéi ca nhic giita ching,



Ching tim lai duroc 16i mon, va chéing bao lu sau, khi rimg cdy bét dau thira di, ching thiy c6 hai hing ot rdo g0 xii xi & déng trude. Charlie biét c
bon da téi ngdi nha cua 6ng Bartholomew Bloor. Khu bao ton thi hoang,

Diu ba Pike, ching Iét vo ménh san timg c6 lan ddy ap thi. Gio ddy ving tanh ving ngit.

“Pay la dau?” Olivia hoi.

“Ban tg, Naren, song ¢ ddy,” Charlie noi. “Cha ban 4 dy khong glong nhu nhitng ngudi nha Bloor khac. Ong dy ghét hi. Ong Ay cam thiy an toan khi song
tach biét thanh phd, nhung van gan lau dai ctia Vua Do. Ong mudn gitt bi mét noi ndy. Chéc 6ng dd cing gia dinh rdi di ngay sau khi nghe tiéng d6i di san
tién vo ving dong hoang,”

“Ti biét ho,” ba Pike ndi khan khan. “Ho rét tot voi chung t6i. Téi xem di, cau bé. Coi chirng ho da di that chua.” Ba gidly khdi Charlie va dya vo thanh
hang rao trén cling,

Charlie chay t¢i ngbi nha va nhin qua ctra s0. Cai ban con do, ca hai chiéc ghé, nhung mon thir khac déu bién mit: Tranh anh treo trén twong, bong den,
am dun nurde, ndi niéu xoong chao, bd tach s va 6 hou niém ma 6ng Bartholomew da suu tam trong nhitng chuyén chu du day d6 ctia minh. Tat ca déu
khong con.

“Khdng con ai & d6,” Charlie noi, budc trd lai nhdém nguroi

Ba Pike lai rén ri. “Oi, khong, khong. Roi ho s& ra sao? Pay 1 noi rt tdt, ho rat tir t&.”

Bit giac Charlie hiéu ra tai sao ba Pike lai quan tm dén 6ng Bartholomew va gia dinh 6ng dén thé. “Ba da séng & day phéi khong?”” nd noi.

Ba Pike git dau. “O trong nha kho, mdt thoi gian.” Tir sau trong cudng hong ba bét ra mdt 4m thanh ky cuc, dau ba b tdi trude va ba bt dau tudt lubt
xuong dat.

Olivia chyp ly ba, vira kip ltc. “Bac 4y xiu rdi. Ai dd tay bac y mau. S& khong d& du.”

g 1 khong d&. Lam sao ¢6 thé nhéc va kéo ba Pike di t6i thn cau, Charlie khong bao it biét. Newdi phu nit i nghiép hoi tinh lai, It di duoe mot
chit, sau d6 xudi lo trong canh tay chungd nhu mdt xac chét. Cudi cung khi ching ti céy cau, Charlie dau nhir toan than, va n6 thay bon ban ciing nhir
tir hét nhu minh. The nhung ndi khé khén ctia ching xem ra mdi chi bat dau.

“Khong an toan,” Olivia tuyén bd, nhin trén trdi vo thanh sit mong manh khuét Ap trong swong miL

“Puoc ma, Liv. Minh da di qua nhidu lan rdi,” Charlie néi. “Benjamin ciing thé ... ca Hat Pau luén.”

“May nguoi dién r6i,” Olivia kéu lén.

“D6 I cach duy nhat,” Benjamin chi ra.

“Thé con bac 4y thi sa0?” Olivia nhin ba Pike twa oan trén vai Charlie.

Lam nhur dé tra 101 con nho, mdt man swong gia cudn vé phia ching, 1 da trén song. Gio thi ching khong thé thiy gi dang trude hon mt mét. Olivia huo
huo ciy deén pin chan man suwongddang x0 to1. Chang xuyén thing n6 dugce ti naog, “Vo phuong,” con nhd van vi.

“Tui minh phai md dwong ma di,” Charlie hang hai ndi. RSt cude can phéi cé ngudi lac quan chir. “Di di. Benjamin, bd di trurde, mot tau vin lan can, tay
kia ndm dudi 40 minh dé dan dudng cho minh. Minh s& di it i va kéo bac Pike, con Olivia di cudi cting dé canh chimg bac Pike khong ngi 16n qua
bén...”

“Va kéo ca d4m tyi minh theo luén,” Olivia n6i thing thimg,

Khong dira nao nghira ké hoach ndo hay hon, thé Ia ching bé}t du doan duodng cam gobanwg qua song. Ching chi nhich dugc vai mét thi Benjamin thét
thét thanh. “Tay vin mét 1di . .. t6 khong thiy ... khong thé thiy gi hét. Suong qua day va ... va ... c6 gi @6 khong biét.”

Charlie chop iy doan thanh vin cudi clng trrc khi mit xich bi gily. Tiéng gim i xoc ddy tai nd, va 6 kinh hoang khi théy nuée doi kén chén minh.
Khong thé thé nay dugc, nd nghi. Dong song it nhat phai mudi mét bén dudi cau. Lam sao n6 dang Ién t6i tdn ddy duge. N6 suc nghi tdi tro dim chét
nguoi cua Dagbert.

Tiéng i 6i chap chon ctia Olivia vong t6i Charlie. “Chén t& wdt siing rdi né. Séng ndy c6 thiy tridu lén xuéng khong d6? Péng dy nghi, day 1 thoi diém
dac biét trong nam ma nude dang cao hay khdng?”

Charlie thi phan van libu day c6 phai 1 thoi diém dé n6i doi. N6 biét con song nay khong cé thiy tridu, nhung né cn phai giir viing tinh thin ctia ca bon.
“C6 thé,” nd am r. “Tui minh phai bo thoéi. Vay an toan hon.”

“Nhung nhu véy s& w6t hét. Co khi chét dubi,” Benjamin ra rit. “T6 khong biét miéng tay vin tiép theo & dau, hodic néu cé thi... Oi... O!”



M6t quang sang bat ngd téa rure khu vire xung quanh ching,

“Con budm ctia cau do,” Benjamin thét. “Coi kia, Charlie! Trén daucaui”

Charlie ngwde 16n. Biing thét, dap don khong trung phia trén nd 1 con budm tréing, doi canh bac phéng ra nhitng ludng sang ruc 13.
“Cam on!” Charlie nin the. “Minh chéing biét im sao néu khong c6 bd, Clearwen!”

“Té6 thiy tay vin roi,” Benjamin hét. “O. Ném duoc rdi. Pi ndo, Charlie.”

Dén gio, tht ca ba dira dang bo béng dau gbi. Vy i tot. Charlic cam thy minh bay vé phia dong murée. Mot tay n6 tim chéit ba Pike, con tay kia, n6
bau chét canh ctia cay cau.

So déng cimg ngudi lai, Benjamin khong thé nhich thém budc ndo. “Tui minh chét dudi mét thoi,” n6 thét gio.

“Ding vy néu tui minh khong di tiép!” Olivia thét Ién.

Piing sau con nho, Charlie nhan ra hinh th) den den ctia Hat Bau, dang bo chimréi bang bung vé phia ching. CAy cau bat than nghiéng dir doi. Ca dam
theét rim troi khi bi tr6i tudt uot trén cau, quynh quiu bam vo bat ki cai gi chop duoe. Co tiéng tru hai hing, khi Charlie nhin qua thin hinh song suot cta
ba Pike, nd thay Olivia, mit canh tay quap chét v thanh cau, tay kia vong 6m chit chan ba Pike. Bén kia con nho, cdy cau trong tron.

“Phai Hat Bau tru khong?”” Benjamin thét. “N6 c6 sao khong?”’

“Di di, Ben,” Charlie gAm gir.

“Khong thé. Minh rét mét.”

Ca Iii s& r6t, Charlie nghi, rdi tat ca bon s& rdi doi.NG murong tuwong Hat PAu dang vimg vay chéng lai dong mrde hung dir. Chi chang s& ching cam cur
duoc 1Au.

Tir tix, cAy cu chao tré lai, t6i khi thing vé nhur cii. Ca bon chd mdt cu gidt nita. Khong xay ra. Bong nhién, thanh §ét bén dudi ching tré nén chéc chéin
va vitng chi. Khi Charlie dimg Ién, n6 cam tudng chan minh bam v cau nhu c6 lyc tir. Tuy vay n6 c6 thé di chuyén kha an toan.

“B ¢6 cam thiy gi khong?” N6 go Benjamin.
“C6. C6. Gio minh thiy an toan rdi,” Benjamin d4p. “Da c6 thé thdy bd bén kia, chd con budm ctia bd dang bay.”
“Oa!” Olivia dimg hoi dang hai chén ra. “Ky diéu chua. Nhin ndy, chan bac Pike khong con It dudi cau nita.”

“Tui minh di di!”” Charlie ngAn ngai, rau ri liéc nhin khoang trong trén cau ding sau Olivia. N6 Vthé.y chénh chaongd vi thuong tiéc. Bay gior ca bon ¢ co
hdi 16n d€ song sot, nhung Benjamin s&€ phan tng thé nao khi no phat hién Hat Pau da roi xuong song?

Ving dong hoang van chim lim trong swrong gia day dac, nhung man suong dang Iui khoi mét nude, va Charlie ¢6 thé thiy dau kia cdy cau, nd nheo mét
lai, rang ddi ra xa. Li€u c6 tin dugc nhitng gi nd dang nhin thay kia khong?

“Dng Ay nhin gi thé, Charlie?”” Olivia hoi.

“C6 ai & dau cau dang kia,” Charlie kh& noi.

“Pau?” Olivia quay lai. “O, oa!”

“Chéng phai t6 nhin im ch(?”

“Khong, Charlie,” Olivia sg sét. “T¢ ciing thiy ong 4y.”

Hinh anh d6 rét md. Hu nhu nhoa trong mén trdi xam xit, ngoai tim 4o do choi, khong nghi ngd gi, hodic chiée mii gidp vién bac v6i chom mii do rue.
“MOot hiép si,” Charlie im bam

Benjamin ngoai nhin lai. N6 qué tré dé nhin thiy hiép si, boi vi ngai da bién v mén swong, Tat ca Benjamin thiy 1 cay cau tréng Iong

“Hat Pau dau? NO ROI ROI!” Benjamin gio n. N6 lao trén cdy cu, nhay phoc téi mét dit khd rdo va chay doc theo bdr séng, canh dong nurde xody
trao.

Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Va Séi Hoang duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chwong 9

Toc Neuoi Merromal

Tiéng nhdn nhéo da khudy dong ba Pike. Gidt minh ngdi bat ddy, ba ngo ngic. “Chuyén gi thé ha?”

“Con chd ctia Benjamin roi xudng song, béac Pike 4,” Olivia bao. “Gid Benjamin dang chay di timn6.”

“Du6i d6 u?” ba Pike thir ra nhin nhimg bot song tring x6a st ing uc trén dong nurde. “N6 chét dudi mit, thing bé ti nghiép.”
“Ban 4y c6 6¢ xét dodn ma,” Olivia tran an ba. “ft nhét ching ta da an toan rdi. Da, chi con mdt quing nita thoi, 14 ching ta t6i noi.”
Charlie nghii Benjamin an toan. Tuy nhién me ctia Asa cin duoc gitip d hon bat ki ai khéc.

Ba Pike c6 nhay ca nhic ndt quing duong con lai qua cu, nhung phai vin vo canh tay Charlie dé leo nhitng béc thang Ién duong cai.
“Charlie Bone, c6 anh sang & trén dau cau,” ba Pike noi khi ho 1én t6i dinh déc.

“A phai, cdy diia phép ctia chau d6. Ding ra n6 timg 1 diia phép ctia chéu. N6 da téa sang dé gitp ching ta bang qua ciu.”

“Dllia phép...” ba Pike no6i xa xam. “That hitu ich.”

Lbi dan vo thanh phd hep ti, ¢6 hai hing cy cao kin hai bén. Mot khi én t6i duong Doi Cao thi chi con mdt quing ngin 1 t6i quan Ca Phé Thi Kiéng,

Thanh phd sang hém do 1 do. Swong mi dic quanh va lanh, khong ai chi y hai dira tré va mot nguoi khap khénh, nit gidu kin trong mil trim dAu. Ba
Pike khong di nhanh duge nhu y Charlie, nhung cudi cting ho ciing 1& vo con hémrai soi tén 13 hém Ech.

Plimg & mé dau hem Ech, quan Ca Phé Tha Kleng trong b kinh. Khong ai i biét 10 toa lac & d6 bao lau 101, bdi vi nd duge xdy hén vo birc tuong day da
chin trim nim tubi. Phia trén cira sd treo mdt tAm bién v& 1on ngbn 1ong, mong vubt, dudi va canh. Ai khéng mang theo thi cung déu khéng duogc phép
vO quan. May sao, Charlie quen than voi 6ng ba chi.

Gior a 10 gid-. Quan thurong mo cira e mudi rudi. Charlie nhén chudng. Di nhién, khong c6 1o dép. Chii quén, ong ba Onimous khong thich khach dén
sém Ho s&€ md cira theo diing nguyén tac.

Charlie nén thinh thinh vo ctra s, kéu inh 6i. “Ctru v, 6ng Onimous, nhanh n, lam on!”
Ba Pike khé rén mot tiéng rdi chim nghim xudng dt.
“Ong Onimous, nhanh nhanh én,” Charlie gao. “C6 mt tai nan.”

Cénh cira mo ra d6t ngdt va mdt ong hd phap, 40 len vang, dimg ngd chdng choc xudng bon ching va réng om. “Bon bay biét 1 quan khong mo toi
chirng nao murdi rudi co ma.”

Péy I Norton Cross, nguoi gac cira, hodc vé si, nhur cach Charlie hay goi. Bon phéin ctia Norton J ngin khéng cho ké khong c6 thii vo trong quan.
“Pay I trudng hop khin cép, chii Cross,” Olivia kéu lén.

Norton khoanh tay lai trude nguc. “Thil cung dau?”

Charlie khong dap.

“Ta nghi chil may goi con budm do Ia thii cung,” Norton noi.

“Um...” Charlie 0 6.

“C6 mt con trén dau chi ny,” Norton néi.

“A diing, Thi cung ctia chau d6,” Charlie dong .

“Con c6?” Norton hdi Olivia.

“Chu lam mét thoi gian 1o, Olivia buc boi. “Chau khong 6. ..

Vira lic d6 c6 mdt tiéng rén tir dudi dét vong én. Ba Pike dumg ddy trén bén chan va bo t6i true. Ba ngurde nhin Norton. Anh ta ki bén lai, ctimg ham



uon.
“Thi vo di,” mfii rdi anh ta mGi im nham

Olivia va Charlie gitip ba Pike dimg ddy va kh6 nhoc 16i ba vo quén. Tho hdng hdc, ba budng xudi dé dugc l4i di qua quan, quanh qua quy va vo nha
bép.

“C6 khach,” Norton vira théng bao vira kéo giat tm rém ding sau quay.
Gian bép 4m ctng nha Onimous bao gio cting tiép thém tinh than cho Charlie. DAy chinh 1 noi ba con meo t4 tic khi ching khong ra ngoai thirc hién

nhing phi vu quan trong. Khong c6 vét tich gi cho tlny ching duge goi Ia nhitng con meo Itra. Hom nay ca ba dang ngu trén noc tl, ba cai dudi day sang
rue thong xudng bén hong thanh hinh nhitng ddu chAm hoi ngurge. Mot con mau vang, mdt con mau cam va mdt con mau dong do.

Ngay ca 6ng Onimous cting ¢6 nét hao hao gidng thi. Ngudinho thé, tron trmh, rAm ong, ring sic, va mong tay dai nhon hofc, dng goi trong tAm tri
nguoi ta v€ mot loai gam nhAm cudn minh thu ln. Con vé vo ng, ba Onimous dbi nghich hoan toan véi chong, Ba cao xAp xi hai mét, toc lua thura, 6 céi
i dai chura timg thiy & con nguoi ndo.

Khi ngudi khong- héin-B-nguoi tp ténh di vo nha bép cuia ho, gia dinh Onimous khong hé dong day mdt soi long. Véi ho, ba chi B mot sinh vét t0i
nghiép nita, rd rang la dang can tro gip.

“Ngdi xubng ddy, xin moi,” ba Onimous kéo mdt chiéc ghé ra cho vi khach ctia minh.
Ba Pike ngdi chim trong ghé, thd phao ra va guc dau xudng ban.
“Ching ta ¢6 rdy ra gi day?” ong Onimous hoi.

Olivia ddp, “Béc ddy dugc goi la bac Pike. Bac 4y bi trat mét c4. Nhung tui chau can str dung dién thoai ctia 6ng, 6ng Onimous. Rét khén cip. Hat Dau
da chét duoi va Benjamin dang di timno.”

“Dong song dang lén,” Charlie thém. “Cao i tan cau. Coi chimg Benjamin ciing chét dubi luon. Va chau nghi ¢6 18 minh nén tré lai tim ban 4y.”

“Chao oi! Hay ctr cho déy, Charlie Bone.” Ba Onimous chay t6i dién thoai ctia quan ca phé. Charlie va Olivia ¢6 thé nghe thy tiéng ba cao giong lac
quac trong khi ching dtrg chd, bon chon ¢ hai bén ba Pike.

Chura day mdt phit sau, ba Onimous tr6 lai, vé lo king “Cénh sat n6i khong ¢6 béo cdo ndo vé dong song dang cao cd. Thit ra canh sat Singh con dé y
thiy nude can chua tirng thay khi ng ta qua cau sang nay. Va néu cd mot thang bé tim ché thi day 1a viée ctia n6. Cha me nd phai bao céo n6 mat tich
thi canh sat mdi ra tay lam gi d6.”

“Song dang cao ma,” Olivia tirc gian. “Nudc tran qua chin chau. Gidy chéu van con w6t ddy né. Chéu da thiy n. .. trir phi...”
“Dagbert-ké-dimrchét-nguoi,” Charlie néi kh.

Olivia trd mt nhin no, kéu to: Dagbert!

“Bon nho, cdi gidy ra va doc bén 1o di,” dng Onimous béo, “Xong rdi ngdi xudng ndi cho ta biét v& ngudi phu nir t6i nghiép ndy.” Ong gat dau véi ba
Pike.

Charlie va Olivia théo gidy va v w6t ra, dem dit bén bép 1o. Nhung khi ngdi xuong Charlie khong sao giéi thich ranh mach véi dng ba Onimous vé
nhiing gi da xay ra. N¢ thac thém lo sot vé cho Benjamin. Vi vay nén Olivia Ia nguoi ké 1€ dai dong vé Asa bi giam ham, di di sén va phat sing ban
chét ong Pike.

“Quén sat nhan!” ba Ommous phén ng. “Chi vi nguoi ta. ..” ba lidc mai toc do, thd cimg ciia ba Pike, “1 ngudi la, that v can ctr. Du i ai hay 1a cai gi,
giét nguoi van 1 giét nguoi.”

“Chau dong ¥, Olivia tan thanh. “Nhung chau khong nghi bac Pike mubn ra tay hanh dong kién cdo hay ba goi 1 gi ciing dwoc. Chéu thi chau nghi bac
ay khong muon bi nhin thay.”

Ong Onimous nhe nhang V0 vai ba Pike. “Gio ba dang ¢ bén nhirng ngurdi ban. Chiing t6i s& lamnhung g c6 thé cho ba. C6 mdt phong dmép & bén
trén quan. Ba cir dén dy chimng ndo ba mudn. Ching t6i s& tim kiém con trai ba, néu c4u dy van. .

Ba Onimous krdm chdng va fic dau lia fia.
“T6i cho 14 bon chiing d4 gidu cau 4y & noi tdi tim nao d6 va...” &
6i tur hoi...”

ng Onimous nhéin mit, dura tay §én bit mdm, co hd vira bat ra mdt y nghi. “Oi troi oi,

“Ong biét anh 4y & d4u a?” Charlie hoi.

“Noi cho tui chau di,” Olivia hét to.



“Khong thé dugc, cac chau. Phai can nhic da.” Ong Onimous ngdi xudng va xoa xoa cai cim rdu ria ctia minh.

Nhitng i ctia 6ng c6 tic dong dén ba Pike. Ba ngdc dau Ién, nhin quanh moi nguoi, doi mét vang khip khoi hy vong, “N6, Asa ctia t6i, ¢6 thé diroc
cuau?”’

“C6 thé, ba a,” dng Onimous ndi chic chin. “Nao, by gid ba n6i gi d6 vé ba cho chiing t6i biét di — im sao ba t6i thanh phd nay? Thir 18i cho ti,
nhung dudng nhu ba 1a ngudi la ¢ day.”

“Diing thé,” ba Pike chép hai tay lai v6i nhau, “Lam on cho t6i chit nude.”

“0i, du oc toi nghi di dAu thé niy?” ba Onimous voi phong t6i Am nude. “Ba udng tra thio duge nhé, mot logi thir udng hoi tinh. Va banh nhén hat, ¢6
I 1a nho kho nghién va gia vi tang luc.”

“Toi ciing dinh dé nghi thé d4y,” 6ng Onimous néi, iy mdt cai ly tir ti bép. “Nhung trude tién, hiy udng chit nude da.”

“Va mit it dau dong dé chudm it ca?” Olivia d& nghi.

“DAu dong, Ta thiy chau ciing biét dam ba diéu rdi d6, Olivia.” Ong Onimous dat Iy mrdc trude mét ba Pike, sau dé moi trong tii dong ra mot tii dau.
Trong khi ba Pike duge cham soc, Charlie dimg déy. Benjamin van lan cén trong tAm tri n6. Ai d6 phai di tim Benjamin. Nhung khi Charlie vira ra cira,
ba Pike bat dau noi, giong khéu khao, kéo no quay lai. Roi hau nhur vo thire, n6 thay minh da ng6i xudng trd lai, va ling nghe mdt cau chuyén la thuong,
Loi 18 tudn a0 at khoi miéng ba Pike nhu thé ba da kim nén subt bao nam i, chi chire chd dén lic ¢6 thé ké vé gia dinh minh, va vé cai noi ki la ma tir
d6 ba dén day. “Ching t6i song & noi ma ngudi ta goi la chon bi nguyen ria, nhitng khu rimg, hit thé véi nhitng bi mit trong khong khi. Tat ca bat nguon
tir Cafall-Hoa-Th. Ngai la mot trong nhimg nguoi con ctia Vua Do - nguoi con doc 4c ay. Nhung Cafall da cai ta quy chinh, cac vi i biét rdi ddy, mot
cach hoan toan dot ngdt. Chinh vao mot trong nhirng lic bét thin hoan lrong, ngii da trén chay khoi Au dai. Quy sir dang sdng ¢ d6 va ngai i khong thé
chiu dung thém dugc nira. Thanh thir, ngai dong budmra khoi va tich co tim thiy ving dat Merromal. Merromal 12 mdt dén tdc nhing nguoi giong nhur
01 Vang tran ning bi bi cua ba Pike hoi nhich Ién, va ba nhén mit nhéch ra ny cudi. “Khong phai tat ca nguoi Merromal trong deu giong nhur t0i va 6ng
Pike. Mot sy cudn hitt Ian nhau da kéo ching t6i lai voi nhau.”

“Roi Cafll cudi mot ¢6 v ngwdi Morromal, v ho sinh ra mdt ngwoi con trai. Dy chinh Ja khi sy thay ddi bét dau. Pira tré B mdt ciu bé vao ban ngay,
nhung deén t6i lai [a mdt con thi. Viée ctr the kéo dai, theé hé nay qua thé hé khac.”

Ba Pike hiip soan soat miy ngum tra thao duge. RS rang ba ¢6 nhiu didu nita dé n6i, va nhimg khan gia hao hirc Van im lang, chd ba ndi tiép. Charlie
lich sur i nhin xu6ng khi ham ring khong 16 ctia ba ngoam vo chiéc banh nuéng nhan hat, nhung Olivia khong kim ndi c4i nhan mii.

“Thét mét long mét da khi duoc king nghe chiam chi,” ba Pike phiii vun banh khoi cam va tiép. “Toi s& ké cho cac vi nghe vé gia dinh t6i.”

“Xin vui long,” dng Onimous gt dau sot sing,

“Chung t6i dura con trai minh dén vuong quoc ndy cach day muoi lamnam Nguoi Merromal khong ioi di d6 day, nhung ching t6i, ong Pike va toi,
khao khat mudn thay nhiéu hon nira vé thé giéi ma tit ca ching ta dang song. Toi nghi cac vi hin 1 dang théc nic, voi hoc van ctia minh thi im sao
ching t6i dén d4y duoc. ..” Ba nhin quanh ban, nhung khong ai thira nhan y nghil nhur vAy wira surot qua dau minh. Ba Pike mim cuoi. “Um, dé toi ké
tiép. Dy i nhd vao sach vo.”

“Cafall mang theo mdt quyén séch vi dai ciia cha ngai, khi ngi roi khoi 1u dai, n6i vé nhimg truyén thuyét thin ky. Ké tir d6 ching t6i lién tuc suru tm
thém nhiéu truyén thuyét, nhidu trang viét nita. Ching toi 6 nha in. .. &, ding vy. Chiing t6i ¢6 thur vién, rt nhidu th vién. HE mdt ngudi Merromal di
chu du d4u d6, ho luon mang vé nha thém nhiéu sach, nhiéu d& tai, nhiéu trang viét, nhiéu ¥ twdng nira. Chiing ti 1 nhimg nguoi rit ¢6 gido duc, méic dit
d6i khi con céi chiing t6i thiy khé khin véi viéc hoc ¢ truong, Nhu trurong hop xay dén véi Asa nha t6i.”

Charlie nh6 lai Asa cir thi rot 1én rot xubng. N6 chdr ba Pike tiép, nhung lic nay ba dang doc long vao viée n udng, Ba én tat ca chd banh con lai vo
miéng va nhai ngdn ngau.

“Thém banh nita nhé, ba Pike?” ba Onimous It dat cit thém miy It banh nita va ddy dia banh qua ban. “Nao, Charlie, Olivia. An di. C6 nhiéu im do.”

Charlie mimg vi ba Onimous 1 ngudi dau tién Ién tiéng, vi vay phé tan bau khong khi khé xir. N6 nhon Ay mot It banh, doi ba Pike nudt hét rdi hoi.
“Tai sao bac lai gbi Asa vo hoc vién Bloor, bac Pike?”

Ba nhin n6 kinh ngac. “Chir n6 con di dau nita? Do 1a noi Vua Do timg séng, noi nhimg dtra tré dugce ban phép thuat dén hoc. Miic du chinh xac ta
khong the goi tai wong cua Asa 4 tai phép duroc. Nhung ching t6i cam thiy n6 thich nghi, duoc mot thoi gian. Manfred Bloor dat nd dui d6i canh bao
boc cuia anh ta, cudc song da kha tot cho Asa... va roi...” giong ba truot di.

“Rdi anh 4y doi phe,” Olivia chen vao. “Anh 4y da giop Charlie tim dugc cha.”

“Gia dinh Bloor s& khong bao gior tha thir cho Asa phai khong a?”” Charlie réu i hoi.

Ba Pike v ban tay Charlie. “N¢ d m diéu dtng dan. Khong phai 16i ctia chau, Charlie Bone 4. Chiing toi tir hio Asa ctia ching t6i d gitp chau, da



chdng lai nha Bloor. Nhung chiing t6i khong ngo sur tra thil lai tan khoc dén vay. Néu Manfred khong bi thirong nhur thé. . . Ba nguée 1én nhin ba con
meo.

“T6i biét,” dng Onimous nhin theo anh méit ctia ba. “That kho tin ching c6 thé am thé véi mot con ngudi.”
“Ching da tirmg | béo,” Charlie thu thé. “Chir 6ng nghii gi?”

Tét cé moi nguoi nhin Ién ba cai dudi ryc 13, va Su Tir, con méo cam, tinh gide — Bm nhur n6 cam thiy ¢6 ngudi dang nhin minh vay. N6 dudi chén minh,
ngap, 10i nhin canh tugng bén dudi bang con mét vang lanh nhat, cao ngao.

“Chéu cha thiy tiéc throng gi cho Manfed,” Charlie n6i. “Hzn da thoi mién ba chau sau dén ndi 6ng 4y khong bao gior tinh gidc néu khong c6 nhitng con
meo kia.”

“Ching t6i biét,” ba Onimous noi.

C6 mdt diéu Charlie mudn hoi ba Pike. Xemra day  thoi diém thich hop. “Béc da dén ngdi nha véng ctia chau céch ddy mdt tudn, phai khong béc
Pike? Chau nghi chau da thay bac ¢ ngoai duong, khi dng cdu chau. . . a, khi bong dén duong nd tung,”

Ba Pike quay qua nhin Charlie. Duong nhu ba so hdi. Miéng ba giat gidt va tay ba bt dau run rdy. “D6 i nha chéu 4?” ba thi thao.

“Noi do da timg a nha chau,” Charlie sira lai. ** Lic ndy chau khong song & d6, nhung chimg ndo ba me chéu di nghi vé, va tho xdy stra chira xong. .. 6,
thoi. Ch4u xin 16i. Charlie khong thé néi tiép vi ba Pike c6 vé rat phién ndo. Ba wii hai tay Ién che mit va toan than run dit doi.

Ba Onimous quéng tay om vai nguoi phu nir dau kh. “Rdi, rdi. Charlie khong c6 y mudn hai ai dau, t6i chic chin ddy.”

“Chau thit sy xin 103, Charlie ni lac ca giong, “Chau khong ¢b y m ai budn hét.”

Ong Onimous Ky mot ném khéin gidy tir cai hop trén tran bat dia ra va dura cho ba Pike Ba giat liy xap khan, chAm mét, chid mé va hi miti um stm. Khi
tht ca cac viée d6 da duoc am xong, ba thoi run, thing vai lai va ndi, giong curong quyét. “Toi khong thé chdi duoc. Chéu déng duroc biét s that,
Charlie Bone.”

Charlie sting s& trurde thai d6 thing thén bét than cia ba Pike. “Camon,” n6 Aim bam

Lai mot sy im Bing cho doi khi ba Pike chém miit v héing 6 hong lan nira. Rui thay, bau thinh Bing lan iy bj Olivia phé v&. Khong thé chiu céing thang
lau thém nira, con nho khan nai. “Su that thé nao, bac Pike?”

Ba Pike nhang anh nhin qué trach vao con nho. “Téi sdp nbi ddy,” ba nat.

Olivia mim cudi ngwong ngling va tut It vo ghé ciia no.

Cao giong lén miy néc, ba Pike tuyén bd. “Ching t6i bi him doa.”

Tét ca moi ngudi stng so, trude khi ¢6 16i cam than ndo duoge thdt Ién, ba Pike tiép. “C6 mot gi tén 1a Weedon da bit Asa dang thuong, Han bt thing
bé di va nhot n6 vo trong bong t6i. Khi con trai ching t6i khong vé nha, ching t61 da téi hoc vién, Iic d6 rat tré roi, nén khong ai nhin thay chiing t6i. Gia
dinh Bloor bao chiing t6i s&€ nhan lai con néu chiing t61 tim duoc thlI ho nudn: mot cai hdp, khamxa cir. Hp doan né & trong nha cii ctia chau, Charlie.
Chung t61 da ing suc tirng li tirng ti trong do6, quyet tim khong thay hop thi khong tro vé. Khong hop, khong con, ho da ndi vay.” Ba Pike nuot danh uc
va lai hi min.

Charlie chéy b tr6 lai cau chuyén, nhung khi khong thiy, n6 hoi. “Béc c6 thiy cai hop d6 khong?”

“Khong mdt tim hoi,” ba Pike tho dai. “N6 khong ¢6 ¢ trong ngdi nha do, t6i thé véy. Lao gia, Ezekiel, bao Bo biét Lyell Bone, cha cia chau, da gidu
16, Charlie. Nhung khi Lyell bi émbua, chi &y quén sach vé nd. Chéc hin ho s& khong bao gio bude chi dy noi ra nd ¢ dau. Nhung gio chu ay tinh, ho
s chi1 2y dot nhién nhé ra noi minh da cat nd.”

“Chéic chdn né phai c6 gia tri Fim,” Olivia kich dong.

“Céi gl d6 cuc ky quan trong,” ba Onimous ddng tinh.

Chong ctia ba thém, tram tur. “Van dé sdng con. Oi troi, 1 161

“Céi gi d6, Orvil?” ba vo hoi. “Tréng 6ng nghiém trang thé.”

Ong Onimous cudi nhe ring, nhung khong c6 stre thuyét phuc. “Toi chi nghi vo van thdi, ching c6 gi hét.”

Charlie nhin thay hinh nhu minh ciing ¢6 ¥ nghif giong nhu 6ng Onimous. “Khong v6 van dau a,” n6 ndi. “Ong nghi i ho mudn ngin ba chdu trd lai, phai
khong? D€ phong ba chau tim thay céi hdp trude ho.”

“N6 c6 vt qua dAuta,” 6ng Onimous thira nhan.



Charlie dtmg Ién, gian dit va budng binh. “Néu ho nghi c6 thé bt lai dugc ba ctia chéu thi ho Am rdi. Ba chéu dang & cach ddy hing ngin dam”
“Di nhién, Charlie,” ba Onimous tir ton néi. “Chii 4y an toan.”
“Chdu s& n6i chuyén vdi ba chéu vé cai hop ngay khi ba chiu vé,”” Charlie tiép, “Va ching chéu s& cing timno.”

“C6 thé ¢6 g trong d6 nhi?” Olivia nong ndy. “Té khong thé chd ndi dén ltc coi no. Ngay by gios ciu khong timno duge sao, Charlie. To s& gitp déng
ay?

“Rét c6 thé Lyell da trao cai hop d6 cho ai rdi,” 6ng Onimous tur Iur.

Cin phong king di khi tit ca moi nguoi nghi vé& diéu ndy. Olivia vira mo miéng. “Nhung, ai....” thi ho nghe thiy tiéng Norton Cross md cira quan va thét
om, “Ngi t6i bay gio!”

“Trdi oi, dén gio mo cira quéan il Ba Onimous chay vong qua ban, chui véo qua miy tim rém chudi hot. Ba 1t 1én kinh ngac va tai xudt hién mot gidy
ngay sau cling voi Benjamin Brown. K¢ sat bén thang bé c6 mdt con chd udt nhép budce di.

“Ben!” Ca Olivia [in Charlie thét vang
“T6 tudng n6 bi chét dubi rdi chir,” Olivia lao t6i va 6m chim Ky con ché vy bin.

Benjamin cudi toe toét vi tat ca moi ngudi. “Co ai d6 da cirund. Coi né.” N6 16i trong tiii quan ra mdt soi Iong chim dai, do ryc. “T6 thay nb nvic vo
vong co cua Hat Bau. Chac chan né 1a mbt thong diép, nhi?”

“Hiép si,” Charlie lAm bam.
“Hiép sinao?”” dng Onimous hoi.

Trong khi ba Onimous lau khd cho Hat DAu béng khiin tamu, Olivia md ta hi¢p si ching da thAy dimg trong mén surong bén kia cau. “Ban dau ching
chau khong thé tin v mit minh, nhung Charlie cting thay. Ngai méc 4o choang d6 va ddi mii gidp bac c6 cam 1ong chim trén dinh.”

“Hiép STP6.” Ong Onimous gdi cim

“Ong c6 dinh ni cho chiiing ti biét ngai Ay 14 ai khéng?”” ba Onimous hoi.

“Khong ai biét chéc,” d6i mit sang ctia dng Onimous chdp chép méy in rdi méi noi. “Ngudi ta tin rang hiép sido va Vua Do 1 mdt.”
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Chwong 10

Lysander va Lauren

“Vua P6!” Charlie dang trao mot niém hi vong khon ta. “Di nhién roi. Con ai ngin ciy cau khoi dim chét tui minh? Con ai ctiru Hat Pau vo day?”

Olivia nghi hogic. “Nha vua 1 mdt cai cay mi,Charlie. Tui minh d thiy ngai roi. By gidr ngai vinh vién I mot céi cy.”

“Ching ta khong chiic chin diéu d6”. Charlie nhin 6ng Onimous. “Phai khong a,0ng Onimous?”’

Ngudi dan 6ng nhd bé xoe tay ra. “Chiing ta lim sao biét dwoc, Charlie? Trong thanh phd nay bat ki diéu gi ciing ¢6 thé xay ra. Gio ta phai cham lo quan
day. Ba Pike,ba clt & day nhé,ching t6i s€ thu xp cho ba sau”. Ong phong vii ra khoi bép,mang theo mdt khay dung banh quy danh cho cho va may to
hat cho chim

Ba Pike ling nghe moi ngudi ban huan voi nép nhéin mdi khoanh khéic mdi hén sau thém. Nhic t6i Vua D6 khong lim ba khudy khoa hon. “Toi nim ngoai
sy ciru vot”,ba réu 1i. “Gia dinh Bloor nhat dinh muon t6i phai chét. Toi da khong tim duoc cai hop,trong khi chi biet ve nd thdi cling da dong dau so
phén t6i roi. Toi da khong hé hd hé cho mdt mong nao ca. Roi ho s& doan ra t6i da ndi véi cac vi. Ho muon dim t6i chét day, Charlie,khong phai la cau
hay ban bé cau dau”.

“D6 chi tai dong sdng né vay thdibac Pike”, Olivia n6i rat khodt. “Khong ai chit y dim béc chét dau. Y chau mubn n6i 1,ai md phat hién ra tui chéu vao
lic sdm bach nhur vay, lai trong strong mi nira?”’
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Ba Pike khong thé ngudi ngoai. “néu Asa con song,ho s& lai rap tm hai n. Dii gi nd ciing 1 ngudi hoa thi”. Ba hi miii mdt phét nghet thit khién Hat Dau
It phat vo gdc phong va gir hc 1én. “Troi oi,con chd sg toi,ma trong doi minh t6i ¢6 1am hai mdt con thii nao bao gio”.

“Khong phai nd so dau a,tai nd bdi rdi dy”, Benjamin ndi,c6 ra vé 1 phép.

Nhung tiéng stia ctia Hat DAu tir trong quén vot ra lién kéo theo hing trang tiéng meo ngoao,mdt tiéng ngura hi va mot tiéng hét ip di kap lai, “B ché!
B6 cho!”

Khong nghi ngd gi vé ci kiéu goi quen thudc dy. D6 chinh 13 tiéng ctia Homer,con vet cua Lysander. Charlie,Benjamin va Olivia lién chao tam biét ba
Pike,Charlie hita voi ba cho du chuyén gi xay ra thi Asa cling s&€ duogc ctiru song.

“Bac s& an toan & ddy,bac Pike”. Olivia 6m siét [y ngudi phu nir dau khd. “Gia dinh Onimous rat tuyét voi”.

Ba dtra tré ndi dubi nhau ra khoi nha bép,hiér} ra ngay phia sau quiy ctia quan. Dung dbi dién bén qudy 1 Lysander va mot c6 gai tuyét dep c6 mdt con
vet dau trén vai. Con con vet ctia Lysander vt véo trén dau anh ay.

“Chao,dam nhdc”,Lysander noi. “Pay 1a Lauren. . .0,con day la Cassandra”.

“Chi Ia Lauren,n6 1a Cassandra”,c6 gai ndi,dap dap vo chin con vet. “Cac em ngf)i chung voi bon chi chir?”

C6 vé Ta mot y thia vi ddy. Ba dira bén bude vong qua quiy va ra xép hang,

“B ng t& mot thanh keo mém s6-c6-la d6”,Olivia nhic Charlie.

“B6 ximg déng dugc hai”,Charlie néi,kiém tra tiii coi c6 du tién khong,

Quén Ca Phé Thii Kiéng thp ndp ngudi va thi. Chéc ¢6 & trong nhitng ngaty u 4m/finh xinh, thit cung ciing cin dan dim va giao tiép xa hoi hét nhu chi
ching vAy. Tru6e khi dén duoc céi ban trong duy nhat,ndm dira phai nhay qua v6 s0 meo, tho,phai ép minh kch qua mjt con cho khong 16,mdt con ngua
in bé titeo va chui qua mdt con cu bay thap.

“Phir i Lysander thé phich ngudi xubng ghé dong thoi dura tay n v0 trén. “Dong qué xa! Noi ny tré nén qua ndi tiéng roi d6. Mén Homer thich da hét
sach”. Anh chuyén mdt khiic banh nudng cho con vet. “An do cai ndy di,Homer”.

Homer nhan miéng banh vao mo,rdi lai tha xudng chan ni md mot cach ué odi.
“Noi ndy tuyét qua”,Lauren xuyt xoa,nhin quanh quéan. “Udc gi anh dira em dén déy thudng xuyén,Sander”.

Charlie c6 d4ng gia ¢ gai ndy. Chi iy qua dep. Véi méi toc den luon séng va doi mé kim ddng tién thé ny chéc chéin Charlie d4 nhn ra chi néu chi hoc
6 Hoc vién Bloor. “Chi khong hoc truong tui em phai khong?n6 hoi.

Lysander cudi pha 1én. “Viéc gi phai dé dat thé,co ay hoc mdt trwong rat binh thuong,phéi khong, Lauren?”

“Em biét,chi hoc trurdng ent”, Benjamin bén lén. “Nhung em ngii 1 chi khong dé y dén eny”.

“Pé coi”’,Lauren nhin ki Benjamin. “A. Em [ Benjamin Brown. Ba me em 1 nhimg thdm tir tur ndi tiéng ddy na?”
“Omkhong ndi tiéng im dau”. Benjamin d6 mit va cti xubng thay cho Hat Dau mdt thanh bit-tét thir hai.
Lysander mudn biét Charlie va dam ban d 1am gi trong bép nha 6ng ba Onimous.

“Mot cau chuyén dai Fini”, Charlie ngén ngai. N6 biét Lysander rét d4ng tin cdy,nhung khong dam, chéc vé Lauren.

Nhung chiing ai can dugc Olivia. Hau nhu khong dimg lai dé tho,con nho thuit lai ti mi timg khoénh khéic ctia bubi sang suyt trér thanh tham hoa ctia tui
nd,tr e chiing tién vd wing dong hoang t6i khi Benjamin tai xuat hién cting véi Hat Pau va cong 1ong chim mau do.

Trong khi Lysander van trim ngam im king thi Lauren tram trd khen Olivia ¢6 tai ké chuyén méi 16i cubn lim sao.

“Chi khong nghi chuyén d6 c6 that” Lauren bao Olj\da, “ma nd khong thé tin dugc,y ch1 1a,nhiing nguodi & hoc vién Bloor it .. a,tht vi,nhung
ma,hdy”,chi ha thip giong, “cd mdt ngudi khong-han-1a-ngudi ¢ ngay day,trong nha beép nay!”

“Thét ra,bac 4y i nguoi”’,Charlie nghiém trang. “Chi Lauren,chi tuyét d6i khong dugc n6i cho bt cir ai biét viée nay. D6 1 diéu rat bi mat,rit riéng tu”.

“Cau dy 16i ding déy” Lysander néi,tra nhur mong du. “Lauren,em phai hira 13 khong bao gio nhéc lai nhitng gi em vira nghe hom nay,tham chi voi ca
ban thin nhat ctia em’.

Lauren nhin anh ra diéu hon trach. “Lysander Sage,anh 1 ban thin nhit ctia em. Va em hira s& khong bao gid n6i véi mot ai”

Lauren c6 vé ngoi ndng nhiét,khong thé ¢6 gi nghi ngo chi. Charlie thd phéo nhe nhdm. “Anh ¢6 y kién gi khong,Sander?”” né hoi.



Lysander dwa mot miu banh khac 1én cho Homer. “Emn6i c6 thé 6ng Onimous biét Asa bi dira di dau. Ching ta phéi chd dng Ay n6i ra cho tui minh.
Sau dso ching ta s& kéo Tancred vao cudc”.

“Tancred? Olivia quic mét. “Anh ta c6 thé am duoc gi?”

“Tancred s& rat quan trong,ciing nhur con budm ciia em vay,Charlie”. Lysander liéc con budm triing d4u trén tai trai Charlie. “N6 da ctru cac em hom
nay,anh chéc chan né s€ ctiru ching ta lan nira”.

“Ca Hi€p SiDd”,Benjamin king & ndi. “Ngai ciing da ctru bon em”.
“Ping Hi€p SiDd”,Lysander tan thanh.

Ching quyét dinh 12 s& lai gip nhau vao qlﬁéu homsau. Lysander bao s& cb thuyét phyc Tancred t6i quan,nhung anh khong hi vong im Tracy Morsell
khong thich thi vat,trong khi Tancred ching mudn roi c6 nang phit nao.

Olivia nhan xét ring no thiy viée do that ngd ngan. Lysander nhiin vai va cudi toét voi ban géi ctia minh.
Khi Lysander va Lauren roi quan, hai con vet ctia ho bd dau Ién xudng nhip nhang vao nhau,nhu thé ching ciing dang hen ho.
“Té tuéng Lysander lanh ling sét da co chi”,Olivia rau réu noi.

Benjamin va Charlie bt dau tro vé duong Filbert,trong khi Olivia huéng vé phia tigm séch co Ingledew. Dang di gin t6i ngd Nha Tho' Lén thi con nhd
thay mdt dang ngudi quen quen chay thuc mang v duong Piminy. Niguoi khac chéc chi ghi nhan dién mao d6 roi bo qua,nhung Olivia thi khong.

“El”con nho thét goi. “Péang Ay di dau do,Dagbert Endless?”

Vai khach b hanh ngoai nhin Dagbert, thing ndy dimg siing lai gitta duong,rdi ti tir quay lai nhin théng it Olivia.
“Chao!"Olivia hét. “Péng dy séng & d6 a?”

Dagbert nhin chong choc con nhé. Trong d6i miit xanh bién ctia nd vin Ién anh lanh 8o dén ndi olivia bdng ndi da .

“Thi thdi vay”,con nho tyr nditw cau kinh vi nghe giong minh run run. “Ai quan tim dang 4y song & dau?”doan di tiép t6i quang trrdng va vo tiém sach co
Ingledew.
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Chuong 11
Puong thay phap
C5 Ingledew dang tiép hai vi khach ciing mé thich mot quyén sach hiém. C6 mim curoi véi Olivia va chi tm rém ngin cach phong khach cta co.

Olivia thiy Emma bén ban cua dino, dang viét danh sach nhing tyra sach vao mot quyén sb bia den. Con nhé mimg sang r& 1én khi thiy Olivia. “T6
dang lo cho bd di vd ving dong hoang trong khi trdi con t6i mit dat nay, Liv.”

“Bd ma ¢6 mit & d6 chic chin bd con lo hon nhiéw,” Olivia riu .

C6 Ingledew tho d?lu qua tAm rém va thng bao v6i ching i ¢6 vira hoan thanh mdt vu ban hang hoi nhat sudt bao nim nay. Hai vi khéch thach nhau t6i
khi day gia ctia cuon sach hiem do 1én cao ngat, va mot vi phai bo cude. “Chiing ta an hily mirng ndo. C6 s€ dong cira tiém mot lat.”

Khi cira tiém séach vira dong lai, di ctia Emma 16t ra ba ly rrou bo Jau ndm, va chuyén quanh. C6 Ingledew i mot trong s rat it ngwoi ma Emma va ban
be cua nd tin cdy, va ngay khi Olivia noc hét ly ruou ctia minh, n6 nac cut ba cai, xong xudi lién sa vao cau chuyén ving dong hoang ctia no.

Olivia ¢6 khuynh hiréng thém tht mau mé cho cau chuyén mbi lin con nho ké lai, nhumg cong bing méa n6i, cau chuyén it nhiéu van chinh xéc.

Khi Olivia ké xong, ¢d Ingledevy dan ly ruou clia mlnh xuéng ma thét 1én. “Tai hoa thét, Olivia. Bon tré céc con tu chude nguy hiém vao than. Cb that s
mong cac con khong vd vimg dong hoang nita. Bat ludn cé chuyén gi xay ra.”

“Chéic chén tui con s& khong bang qua cdy cAu sit nita dau,” Olivia lang trnh. “V6i lai, con vira gip théing Dagbert ké-dim-chét-ngudi . Con biét, nghe
thi quai dén, nhung Charlie nghi chinh thang d6 dinh lu dén viéc nudc song dang lén qua nhanh.’


http://ebookfull.net

“Khong quéi dan déu, Olivia. Tt ca ching ta déu biét nhimg gi c6 thé  xdy ra 0 noi nay.” C6 Ingledew rot thémmot ly ruou b6 nita, chiét thém mot xiu
ruou gin pha vao. “Co khong thich dudng Piminy. D3 c6 qua nhiéu bién cd xay ra & do trong qua khir.”

“K¢é tui con nghe di, di,” Emma nai.

C6 Ingledew nhin ddng hd deo tay. “Di phai mo cira tiém lai ddy. Di khong mubn bo 1 mdi ban hang ndo hét.”

“Nhitng chuyén gi d4 xay ra trén dudng Piminy vay? Lam on ké cho tui con di,”” Olivia nén ni.

C6 Ingledew nhin ly Ruou ctia minh. C6 cam chai rurgu bo 1én nhung rdi lai dat xgc“')ng. ‘D6 la con duong ¢b nhét trong thanh phé ndy,” co ndi ma hoi
rung minh. “Trédn hoa hoan the ky 18 khong bao gio cham t6i n6. C6 nguoi n6i ddy la vi c6 rat nhieu thiy phap song ¢ d6. Chang han nhu Feromel tho
ren, Melmott the da. Va c6 ca mot tho giay chuyén dong nhirng doi gy than ky, va nhicu nguoi khac nita voi nhitng tai phép ma di khong nhé dugc.
Thurong ngay ho von hay chanh choe nhau, nhung vu hoa hoan da kéo ho xich lai gan nhau, chi mjt ngay thoi, nhung nhitng ¢ gang hop tac cua ho ciing
du day i ngon hra. Bay gio tat ca ho chét r6i, di nhién.”

“C6 mdt cira hang ban 4m dung nurée,” Emma dam chiéu ndi. “Charlie dugc cho mdt céi Am quai chiéu & d6.”

“Véy 4?” ¢6 Ingledew 0 vé quan tAm, nhung co nguoi gb clra tiém va ¢ tan ngan rdi khoi bon con gai dé di ra tiép khach hang,

Olivia thirong 6 lai tiém sach dém thir Bay. Me n6, mdt minh tinh lay lig, khong thé lic ndo ciing & nha trong khi i dang dong phim. Xemra Olivia ching
budn viée d6 tindo. N6 khodi ngi chung voi Emma trong cin budng nhé teo, méi x6 nghiéng voi nhitng xa nha thip bang b soi.

Demdo, hai dira con gai lin ra ngl s6m, nhung nhirmg bién ¢6 khudy dong ban ngay cir dot nhap nhitng gidc mo ctia Olivia, t6i khi né giat minh choang
tinh gidc, va bim vo céi thanh girong tréng céu no.

“Gi thé?”” Emma hoang hon, ngdi day.

“Chi 14 t6 th6i,” Olivia rén ri. “T¢ khong sao ngn yén duoc, Em T6 ctr nghi lan man dén nhimg viée da xay ra hdi sang. Trong dAu t6 biét 15, dudng
Piminy sat day van dang c6 nhitng trd phi thity ém buia dién ra.”

“T6 hiéu y bd r61.” Emma kéo tAm trai giwong kén tan cam. “Dic biét B néu Dagbert-dim-chét-nguoi ¢ d6.”
“Tui minh thir nhin mdt c4i xem sao, chi dé thoa tri to mod thoéi?”
Khong muén t6 ra | ké hén nhat, Emma mién cudng lo thao. <U.”

Co mot 6 cira s0 nhéqtré,gi&a nhirng thanh xa dang sau giwong Emma. Vi nguoi cao dudi mét tim, né chi 16 ra mot khoang trdi, nhung khi Emma dimg
1én dém goi, nd c6 the thay mang sau cuia nhitng ngdi nha trén dudng Piminy.

Olivia leo 1én girong ctia Emima va ¢4 hai ciing kiéng chén trén gdi.

Mot ngd hep chay gilta san sau cuia nhitng ng6i nha dudng Piminy va ngd Nha Tho Lon. Mot ngon dén duong don cdi toa dnh sang It mi xubng nhiing
birc tuong gach, thing rac, bich rac va nhiing bai c6 luom nhuém. Bon con gai dang dao mat khap khung canh ron ron xem ¢6 gi dang lwu tam thi co
mot vudng san khien ching chil y. Khong gian nho rai soi d6 chen day nhitng khoéi hinh mau xam, hat bong quai ron 1én cac burc tuong.

“C6 nhiéu ngudi,” Olivia ndi thim, “lam bang da.”

“Tét ca déu gity bé,” Emma nhén xét.

“Hodc chua im xong, Mot ngudi dan ong khong ¢6 dau, va mdt phy nir khong c6 canh tay. ..”

“Ca thi nira,” Emma hiing hai thém. “Mot cai dAu su tir, mot con ngya trong nhur thit, ngoai trir...”

“N6 khong 6 dudi. T6 thich con ché khdng 16 chi ¢6 hai chén kia.”

“N6 dang ngdi, nhin kia, bd ¢ thé thiy mot ban chin sau ctia nd.”

“U dung 1. Olivia chup canh tay ban. “Em, bd c6 nghi ching do c4i ong thy da gia d6 limra khong, tén ong ta i Melmott hay gi gi d6.”

“Om, néu diing vay chiing nita, ong ta ciing khong thé & ddy dé lam cho ching sng déy.” Tiéng cudi cia Emma hoi d6i ong, boi vi con nhd khong chiic
diéunay [ that.

Bit thinh finh, mdt quing sang ruc méu cam oe 1én, thiip sang burc trong cach san nha éng thy d4 vai can.

“Do I gi viy?” Olivia leo lén thanh giwong nhin cho 13 hon. “T6 nghi ai d6 vira méi nhom lira. Ude i t6 ¢6 thé thiy 16 hon. Coi kia, lai mdt ch6p sang
nita.” Olivia nhdy xuong goi. “Tui minh di xem di?”



Emma fic dau. “Khuya Fic khuya lo 16i. Tui minh khong thé di rinh md dém hém duoc. Vi lai ¢6 thé 1a lira dot ctii nha ai dy ma. Dot cii trong o suoi
dau phai la pham phap.

“Vao gid ndy trong dém? Nh ¢6 héo hoan thi sao? Nhitng cin nha cii ndy s& bi chay rui nhu gd diém. Tui minh phai di tim hiéu coi ¢6 chuyén gi dang
diénra.”

“Pé t& tim hiéu duge réL” Emma noi.
Olivia chi théy 10' nho nét mit ban. Trong Emma cyc ki nén nao.
“Ybd I ... bay?” Olivia thi thim

“Phai. BO phii dé cira s6 mo toang ra.” Emma thé chd ctia Olivia trén thanh girong, DAu va vai nd lic nay nho 1én khoi bé cira s6. N6 hit mdt hoi thét
sau va tudng tuong minh dang vit Ién nhitng vi sao. Tudng tuong d6i canh den vo trén nén trdi xanh tham nhu nhung. . . gio'n6 da cam nhan ching, manh
me va dé diéu khién, dang nhac bong minh Ién cao, cao, cao!

Pimg ti ca canh tay vo cira s6 mo 16ng, Olivia nghe thay tiéng lich rach kh& khang cuia 1ong m6i hinh thanh. N6 cam thiy mot luong khi quét qua mt,
sau d6 thay hai dai canh den quat vao bau troi khuya. “Chuc may mén, Em,” n6 noi.

Emma bay phia trén con hém cho dénkhino t61 manh san sang nho nhirng chdp lira 16e sang kén timg chiip. N6 dau trén mdt bire twong, nhin xody vo
ctra sO nho, ryc nhitng tia Itra va chdp sang, Néu mudn tim nguon phét ra thir anh sang twa phao hoa d6 thi Emma phai bay lai gan hon.

Hit mot hoi thit sau, lic ndy phai huy dong long can dam hon bat ki thir gi khac, Emma ddmbd qua san va d4u xudng cai g hep bén ngoai khung cira s6
sang choang. O kinh ctra dong chi chit nhitng giot nude. Phia bén kia nhiing giot nudc lap lanh, mdt canh tuong ki la trai ra trudc mat Emma.

O chinh giita phong, mit nguoi cao on, dAu trim nén bao hd bang kim loai ¢6 kinh che niit. Ngudi nay mic bo 40 lién quin miu xanh dirong ban thiu,
deo gang dai bang da, nhirng nhin dang di€u cé vé 12 mot phy nit.

MOt 16 rén chéy bing, bdc ra khéi mi mit cing voi nhitng hedi lira khi nguoi phu nir soc manh cdy kep khong 16 vo giira 1. Ba rit ra mdt vt dep, dai,
moi xang-ti-mét ctia nd déu rirng ryc mot tia lira do 16a. Cam chat cai kep, ngudi phu nir dat mon do 1én mot khoi sat cac canh 1dm vao: mt cai de,
Emma doén vay.

Di t6i mot hang k¢, ngwoi phu nit Fy mdt céi buia thit Ion va bét diu quai vao thanh kim logi 16¢ sang. Chét, chét, cht! Tiéng bta doi &m v0 tudng, trong
khi nhitng céi bong hién ra r6i bien it theo ngon Itra 16e 1én r6i tat lim.

Kim loai dap vo kim loai khong phai 4m thanh duy nhat Emma nghe thiy. Long dudi tiéng chan chat, mt giong & a bat dau cat Ién, khong nhac diéu,
nhung sau do lai cting nhip voi nhip bua, nghe 4m am, tram dac, khong thanh 161, co hd nhu dang ém bua.

Dén gios thi Emim ¢ thé thiy 15 vt i ném trén cai de. Dinh hinh bén dui quai béia | mdt thanh gwom séng choi. Ludi grom mong nhur dao cao, mili
guom sac dén ndi hinhg nhur nd xuyén thing bong toi.

“Mot thanh gurom,” Emma nin thd. Ai, vao ngdy ndy va thoi dai ny, lai mudn mot thanh gwom? Ai lai can gwom? Nguoi thy rén nay rd rang khong phai
lag Feromel, vay ba ay I ai?

Emma Iu6t khoi bau cira s va bay dén dau trén mot bure tudng, Mimg qua, khong c6 nguy hlem de doa nhimng ngbi nha xung quanh. Lira chi & gon
trong 10 rén théi. Moi ngudi déu cd thé an tim ngi ngon trén giudng ctia minh. Thé nhung ¢6 rét nhidu diéu phai suy ngdm

Emma thay Olivia dang kién nhin doi bén cira s6, n6 lién bay vé ké cho ban nghe vé thanh guom va nguoi thy rén.
“MOot thanh gurom?” trong con phén khich, Olivia trurot khoi thanh girong, “Ui da!” N6 lai reo én. “Gidy bd s& vo nha do chir, Em?”
“Té mubn xem mit trude clia nhitng cin nha kia thé ndo,” Emma n6i. “Té khong ¢ nhiéu co hoi 1 chim dau. Té phai tan dung nd.”

Olivia khong chéic d6 c6 phai y kién hay. Néu bon thiy bua van con sng & dudng Piminy thi rit c6 thé ¢6 ké s& nhin ra mt con bé trong 16t chim.
Nhung dém nay Emma dang n6i mau phiéu lru. Trude khi Olivia kip can ngin, Emma da wit Ién, bay qua mai ngdi uon cong nha ngwoi tho rén va tuon
v0 duodng Piminy.

Mt trude xudéng rén moi kinh ngac im sao. Trung bay trong cira s6  di loai, dii kiéu &m dun nurde trong gidn di, qué kéch- c4i 16n nhét im béng
dong, sang dén ndi nd hat anh sang mau nhat xuong con dudng rai sdi. Khdng mdt dau tich bao hiéu vé mot ngudi tho rén dang kéo be bén 16 ruc chdy &
dang sau toa nha.

Emma dau trén mot cot dén dudng va khao sat ddy nha ¢d kinh. Puong Piminy 6m gitt mot bau ning huong ky bi. Khong khi lan ran nhitng 4m thanh
cam nin, khoi ddy 1én nhitng cam xtic ménh liét. Emma chi mudn bay trd lai chdn an toan noi tiém sach, nhung né thiy minh dn sau hon vo con duong,
Ludn qua nhitng hing cdy, liéc nhin nhimg cira s6 va thy fi chudt nhét chay nhén nhao tim chd nip. Khic niy mdt con méo vo mdi, quing kia mdt con
cho stia 6ng dng. Ching phéi Olivia n6i da thiy Dagbert Endless chay t6i ddy sao? Chéc 1 tiém ban ¢4 ¢6 tAm bién nham nho treo trén tuong kia ching?
DAu trén tAm bién 161 thoi Ay, Emma ng6 vo cira sb phia trén. C6 mot khe hé nho giita cac tAm rém giip n6 nin duoc can phong. Emma nin thd, that ky
quéi, moi birc trdng déu cudn cudn anh 1én nhitng sic mau thity cung, va trén girong c6 ai o, mit phat sang, dang nam



Cé kim tiéng kéu kinh hi, Emima lao t6i dau trén mdt cai ciy gin d6, wira ria 1ong wira ling nghe tim minh d4p bung bung. “Dagbert. Dagbert ké-dim-
chét-nguoi,” n6 liu nhiu mdt minh.

MOt con ct d4u trén canh ciy bén duong ddi dién ric én, ra diéu mudn phan nan. Mi phai ngi moi ding, man dém a doc quyén ciia loi ci.

Emma im thit. T tir dinh théin lai. N6 da thiy qué da cho mot dém. Néu céc nha khéc ciing chira chip bon ma thut hiém ddc thi n ciing chéing mudn
biet vé ho. N6 x0 ra khdi cdy ... va roi duon dudt trong ndi kinh hoang, Chac han né da roi bep xudng dat r6i néu nhu khong ¢6 biu dugc mdt canh cay
vao pht chot.

Bing khoanh khéc 4y, bén dudi Emma c6 mot thing bé dang dimg. N6 nhinra thang ndy, Eric Shellhorn. Thing bé khong dimg mbt minh. Khi Emma
ngod xuong qua nhitng canh cdy, mit bong ngudi xong ra khoi bong cay. Han deo mit na, 161 ra d6i mit vién bac lap lanh.

“Lamdil” chiéc miit na ra énh.
“Pay!” Eric Ep lai fu xiw.

Thing bé con bude vé phia mdt trong nhitng ctra hang. Emma khong thé thiy gi phia bén kia ctra s6 t6i thui ciia cira hang do. Eric dimg lai. N6 dang
nhin trng trirg vo canh ctra. Tap trung cao d¢ dén mirc ¢ nhitng lan song li ti gon rap ron trong khong trung,

Thinh finh, cénh cira bt md va mdt ngudi dan dng bang d4 bud ra. Déng di ctia ngwoi d4 néing né va p chép, chin nhéc thit cao va dau gdi gp lai,
kéu réu rao. Mdi ban chan da nén xudng, mot tiéng thich don diéu rung chuyén miit dat, hét nhur tiéng dai bac tir dang xa vong ve.

Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Va Séi Hoang dugc ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 12

Thanh Gwom Bt Kha Chién Bai

“Bb ¢6 chitc do a Eric khong?”

“Chic.”” Emma thi thm tré 1oi cau h6i ctia Olivia, giong khan dic. N6 dang niim trén giwdng, mit nhim lai, ¢6 ngii, nhung thira biét minh s& khong tai
nao ngu duoc. Hinh anh nguroi dan 6ng bang da, thang bé phat sang va thanh girom séc ¢t chay loan xa trong dau n6. Nham mat lai dé€ xua ching di
cang vo ich.

“C4i thin sdu quy c4i gi dang dién ra trén dudng Piminy vay ta?”” Olivia n6i, ma theo quan diém ctia Emma thi hoi qué 1on.

“B6 nghe di minh n6i roi d4y. Tham chi ca tréin dai hoa hoan ciing khong pha hity dwoc nhirng ngdi nh c6 & d6 kia i, vi noi d6 c6 rat nhidu thiy phap
sinh song.”” Emma ngap. N6 meét ba nguoi.

“U, nhung tai sao tat ca nhimg didu Ay lai bit dau ruc rich vao lic nay?”

Emma uée ao Olivia cho minh mot chit yén tinh. N6 khong mudn nghi vé nhiing gi nd vira thiy. “C6 I8 n6 luén uon dién ra nhur thé nhung khong ai dé
}’1.’7

M6t tiéng “Hirm!” 15 to vong tir dau kia phong, “Minh khong nghi thé, Em. C6 chuyén gi da xay ra. Chuyén d6 chic chén lién quan t6i Charlie.”
“Tai sao Ia Charlie?”

“Boi vi ba 16 vira trd vé sau murdi nam. Pidu d6 rét c6 kha ning danh dong dén ai do, ding khong?”

“Sao vay?” Emma & nhé budn ngi.

“Té khong biét 15,” Olivia thi nhan. “Chi linh cam thoi.”

Ca hai d(ra ciing im king suy tw mdt liic, sau d6, mdt cach than ky, n6 ngu thiép di.

Sang Chu Nhat, khi Emma va Olivia xubng an sang, ching thiy c6 Ingledew trong b 40 choang ngii bang nhung dang vui vé don dng Paton Yewbeam
Chéc hin 6ng da t6i khi troi con t6i. Ho dang udng ca phé den, va 16 rang dang ndi d& mot cau chuyén kha nghiém trong,

Hinh nhu ¢6 Ingledew do mit. C6 dimg bat ddy va di don bita diém tim Ong cau Paton cat giong xa xam “Chao cac ¢b gai”” trong khi nhin ¢6 Ingledew
ludt bang qua phong,
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Olivia hich Emma. “Bd c6 dinh ké chuyén dém qua khong?”

“Dém qua im sao?”” ¢6 Ingledew dit kich mbt Itic bén t6 cdm bip 1én ban. “Dém qua co gi xay ra viy?”

Emma ngdi xudng va ké lai chuyén nguoi dan 6ng bing d4, thing bé phét sang va thanh gurom sic.

Hai ngurdi 16n trim ngam thét 1u dé suy gAm cai tin ny. Ho udng sach ca phé, xong rdi Ong cau Paton bao, “Con ké lai lin nita dwoc khong, Emma?”
Emma ké Jan nira.

“Tét ca nhimg chuyén d6 c6 nghiia i gi vy, ong Yewbeam?” Olivia hoi. N6 nghi ong Paton Yewbeam biét hiu nhur tit c moi thir trén doi.

“C6 nghiia | gi u?” Ong cau Paton xoa cam. “Ta khong biét, Olivia.”

Olivia khong nan chi. “Con c 1 6ng biét, con bao dam dng ¢ biét hoi hudng gi d6 vé nhimg viée dang dién ra.”

Ong cau Paton mim cuoi. “Buoc rdi. Ta thira nhan a minh c6 mdt y nho thoi. Thé nay. Cha ciia Charlie. ..”

“Con biét ngay 1 dinh liu dén Charlie ma,” Olivia hét toang Ién. “Con biét...”

“Lamon! Pé ong Yewbeam néi,” Emma nhéc.

Olivia ngdi phich xu6ng,

“Cém on nh¢.” Ong céu Paton nhdy mt v6i Emma. “Ta da dioh n6i, cha ctia Charlie tinh khoi bia mé, khoi Ioi nguyén hay gi gi do, sau muoi ném. Dicu
d6 s& khicn cho rat nhiéu ngu6i nOi tam banh, dac biét nhirg nguoi da kim gitr cha ay trong bia me thude 1. Rat ¢4 1y do cho i 4c bon ho da gy ra.
Chiing ta von luon chac mimdo la do sy tra thi cta o Ezekiel Bloor cho tai nan khicn o phai ngbi xe lan subt doi. Nhung do Charlie da ké cho ta
nghe chuyén gia dinh Pike suc sao ngdi nha cii cua n6 de tim mdt cai hop, thi ta tin chdc rang Lyell Bone bi trimg phat boi chi y da bict gi do, mot dieu
ma trirde sau chii ay nhat dinh khong tir bo: cai vat chira bén trong chiéc hop.”

“Nhung tai sao diéu do lai khién cho nhidu sur viée quai gb xay ra & truong Piminy?” Olivia hoi,

“C6 nhidu viée ni kén, Olivia 4, 1 béi vi Lyell d tinh lai, nfur ta d néi d6. Dudng Piminy mot théi tap trung toan thiy phap. Con ¢6 hoi ta ké nao da
danh thirc ho day hay b khong?”

“D-a ¢-6.” Olivia d6 cdm bép vao 6 ctia n6 thanh mdt dong chay chdm rai, day wu tur.

“Bon chiing buge thing bé tén Ia Eric phyc dich cho ching,” ¢6 Inglegew néi, vira day banh mi v6 1o nuéng. “Ba ¢6 ctia Charlie, ba Venetia, cudi ong
Shellhorn dé chamtay vo thang cu bé teo nay.”

“Nht dinh 6 s& diéu tra,” Emma tuyén bd. “Con mudn biét tai sao nguoi tho rén lai rén thanh gwom.”

“Cho ngai hiép si,” Ong cau Paton bao nd. “Hiép SiD0 trén cau.”

“Ong ¢6 nghi d6 1 Vua D6 khong, ong Yewbeam?”” Emma hoi.

“Tht tinh ta khong thé ndi chéc.”

“Con van mudn giip ngudi thy rén.” Emma rat cuong quyét. “Ba y ki nguoi duy nhét trén con dudng do trong ¢6 vé tot bung”

“B6 khong thé di ma khong c6 t¢,” Olivia noi.

C6 Inglegew muén Ong cau Paton di v6i ching, “Em khong thich nghi dén viée ching mot than mot minh trén duong Piminy,” ¢6 béo.

Ong cau Paton hudng nhin budn ba ra cira sd. “Gio ny qué tré cho ta rdi. Mat trdi da Ién cao. Va lai, cho di nguoi rén thanh gwom 14 ai, ¢6 18 ba Ay chi
ndi chuyén vai cac ¢ bé khi ching di mdt minh, hon 14 khi di cting mdt gi ky quai nhur ta.”

C6 Inglegew Fic dau v6i Ong cau Paton va bao ¢6 s& t6i tan tiém Am Pun néu bon tré khong quay vé trong vong nira gios dong ho.

Enmma va Olivia v0i lia hét bita sang, tit ca thay d6 va roi tiém séch. Ching nong 1ong mudn biét vé nguoi rén thanh gwom bi an dén ndi quén ca chéi
dau. Mot viéc hau nhu chura ttrng nghe ndi vé Olivia.

Buong Piminy thinh ling va hoang vang, Hai dtra con gai nhdm tiém Am Pun thing tién. Di chura diroc bao xa thi ching chot nghe tiéng budc chan ding
sau. Mot tieng nat 16n. “ Tui bay lam gi & day?”

“Tao ching thiy viéc gl mic m6 t6i may,” Olivia nong nay.

“C6 thé, nhung tao van mudn biét.” Doi it xanh bién ctia Dagbert chdp tir Olivia qua Emma. “Ha?”



“Tht ra thi chiing t6i di mua 4m,” Emma ndi, ¢6 ra vé tinh rui.

Dagbert nhin con nho ra chiéu thuong hai. “Vao ngay Chit Nhat? Tat ca tiém déu dong cira. Tui bay phai im gi hay hon thé co.”
“Tui ndy ching lim gi hay ho ca,” Olivia quét.

Dagbert tron miét nhin Olivia. “Cé mudn doi y trude khi viée kho chiu xay ra khong?””

Miéng Olivia mim chit lai nhu duong chi, cim phan.

“Pugc thoi” Dagbert nhin swot qua ching t6i mot ndp cong dudi long duong. Ve mia mai ctia nd bién thanh danh sic 6n lanh. Thinh finh, mrdc bt dau
kéu ¢ oc bén dudi ndm cbng, N6 bat my tung kén mot tiéng cic, dong thoi nude phun vot Ién thanh mdt voi nude den quanh bun. Bon con gai bi vay
kin trong d6. Thét rim i, ching chay qua nam cong vé huéng tiém Am Dun. 'Nhung dong nude truy dum chiing rat rat, bé ngoat khoi 19 trinh twr nhién
ctia nd, quét vong quanh miét ¢4 ching Bing ngoang nhur rén. Strc ép manh dén d6 ching chui nhii xudng d4t, khong thé ghim ndi.

Emma [ dira té sip it xubng trude; Olivia chdp gitr canh tay Emma lai cling ngdl sép theo sau. Trong khi bo 1€ bo cang vé phia tiém Am Pun, lin dau
tién chiing nghe thay tiéng cudi ghé ron cua Dagbert. Tieng cudi nd phot ra nghe thanh trang khac khic, sti bot.

Olivia biu canh cira tiém cb dumg Ién, bét ddu dong am am vo cira, bit chap dang trong con hoéng loan n6 nhn ra cai gd cira I mdt chiéc 4m ti hon
bang dong,

“Curu t6i v6i!” Olivia thét. “C6 ai lam on ctru ching t6i véi!”
Emma dtmg bén canh n6 hia thém. “Chiing t6i sdp chét dudi roil”

Cénh cira bét than md ra, ca hai dira con gai nhii ddu v trong tiém, mdi dira bin véo qua mdt bén hong ciia ngudi phu nit cao 1on dimg sung noi
ngudng cua.

Ba Kettle trirng mét nhin Dagbert qua dong nurde bim. “DEP TRO KHI NAY BI!”

Dagbert phat ra mdt am thanh rot-r0t, sau hit trong hong, tua nhu né dang nde e ca mot x0 murdc.

“Ta da nghi chuyén nay rdi ma,” ba Kettle kr mit nhin chay sém dong nurée udn éo. “Hir, hiy giit nurdc ctia may lai di, thing bé nguoi ca kia!”
Dagbert s6i tiét nhin dong nude kho di cap tap. Héch cam én, nd hing hd bude virot qua tiém Am Pun mi khéng thém liéc nhin ba chi tiém
Ba Kettle dong sam cira lai va néi véi tui con gai. “Nao, ndo, miy cung vira moi lim vao hoan canh tréo ngoe nhi, céc 6 bé?”

“Vang a, hoan canh tréo ngoe thét,” Olivia néi. “Cam on ba ctru tui chau. Chau Ia Olivia Vertigo va day 1a ban chau, Emma Tolly.”

“Rét vui gip miy cung, ba Ia Katya Kettle.” Ba nhin sat Emma. “Ba da gip cung rdi thi phai?”’

“Da. C6 I& vay,” Emma bdi r6i

“Hirm Ca hai vo day. Pé ba Iy d6 kho cho méy cung thay nhé. My cung uét dé:n tan da rdi kia.” Ba Kettle di qua 6 clra vom, v can phong 4m ciing
0 dang sau tiém “Cadido ra,” ba than tinh day hai dira t6i bén 1o sudi. “Ba di tich tac thoi”” Ba bién mat sau canh cira kim loai day can day dinh oc.

Emma va Olivia coi v6, gidy, quin jeans va 40 khoac ra. Hén I chéu tam chdp nhoang vira rdi chura thAm wét chiée 4o hong pha bac ctia Olivia hay
chiéc 4o len xanh da troi cua Emma.

Khi ba Kettle hién ra tr6 lai, ba mang theo hai bd 4o lién quan to t6 bd va hai d6i v len day. “C6 thé khong vira dau,” ba canh bao. “Cir xin chd ndo
qua dai lén 3 duoc.”

Cudi ngrong nghiu, Emma miic d va di vo vao. Olivia in chin, wém thir bo @b thing thinh vo ngwoi va ngdm nghil cach 1am thé nao dé cai thién tinh
hinh chit nao hay chit d6. “Ba c6 tram cai hay gi khong?”” n6 hoi ba Kettle.

Ngudi phy nit pha Ién cudi 16n rang “Dumg ruomra cai thir d6 lam gi! Cir gia bo cung 1 nang cong chua cai trang di” Ba treo dam dd udt cta bon
ching Ién mdt céi gia go phia trén bep 10.

Olivia nhin nhé chui v6 ci 40 lién quén, xén 6ng tay kén cho t6i khi 10i dng tay 40 hdng va bac ctia nd ra.
“Ba thiy cung c6 dang dip ctia mdt nit hoang thoi trang ddy,” ba Kettle cudi khiic khich. “Mot tach tra nhé, cac co bé?”
Trude khi ching dap thi c6 mot tiéng gb khn cAp ngoai ctra.

“Ba hy vong khong phai cai thing c4 tép ky cuc d6 nita,” ba Kettle néi rdi sai bude trd ra tiém



“0, b, ra z cung,” chiing nghe tiéng ba vong vao. “Gi thé, chang trai?”

C6 tiéng ling bing d4p lai va mdt phiit sau Charlie Bone budc vo phong,

“Oi quy than!” Charlie chép niit nhin hai dtra con gAi, khong tin ndi. “Quén 4o bd sao vay, Liv. D6 i mot moi nhét 4?7
“T& nghi n6 hop vai t6,” Olivia kiéu ki noi.

Emma phé ra cudi bo, Charlie cuoi theo, rdi Olivia ciing cudi khiic khich. Ba Kettle cuoi to nhat. Ba di qua canh ctra kim loai dé ly tra trong khi van
con cudi phi phi.

Chi khi @ Emma méi nhén thiy Charlie dang cam cai 4m cii den si. “Bd mang n6 di tra 4?” con nhé hoi.
“U.” Charlie dat c4i 4m xudng san. “Té mudn 101 khuyén cta ba Kettle.”
“N6 dé 1am gi vay?” Olivia hoi.

“Ba Kettle da dira né cho t¢.” Charlie giai thich nuéc trong 4m néng 1én thé nao khi sap stra co nguy bién. “Dém qua né ndng qué trdi, gin nhur soi luon
vay do.”

“Démqua a?” Emma néi mit cach tu Iy

“Sao ca hai bd an mic nhu thy dng nudc vay?” Charlie hoi ching, “Cé dng nude bé ¢ gan day 42”

“Bb noi thé ciing ding ddy.” Olivia ké cho Charlie nghe vu Dagbert st mrdc n.

Charlie nhén mt, Bing 18 néi. “Minh da cdu cho nd dimg dimg tai phép ctia n6 kiéu d6. Nhung minh khong doan duoc y dd ctia nd.”

Ba Kettle mang mit khay tr t6i va khi ching kéo ghe cta ching lai sat ban, ba hoi, “Nao, c4i gi mang miy cung t6i day, ha cac ¢d bé? Ba biét méy
cung khong chi chay trén théing ngudi ca ma tinh ¢ bin vo ddy. Méy cung dén gap ba phai khong?”

Olivia nhin Emma, va Emma dap. “Da.”

“Thé, ¢6 chuyén gi?”” ba Kettle rt tra ra ddy bon cai ca va chuyén quanh, trong khi Emma 16ng ngong, vudt mii, hing c6 hong.
“Um... nhitng b db nay i cta ba phai khong, ba Kettle?”” Emma hoi.

“Di nhién. Khong con ai khac séng & day.”

“0.” Emma nhin tit c4i ca. “Khong mdt aia?”

“Khong mdt ai,” ba Kettle dap.

“Om,” Emma nhin quanh ciin phong, hra 16i ndi. Xemra rat 16 méing, khi hoi mot nguoi chit phac nhu ba Kettle ring ba c6 phai 14 tho rén khong,
Olivia thi khong ban khoan nhur thé. Mat kién nhin, né hoi huych toet. “Ba ¢6 phai i tho rén khong, ba Kettle?”

“Dling vdy,” ba Kettle diém nhién néi. “Cé phai cung a mdt con chim khong, Emma?”

Emma d6 mat. “Da. Ping, D6i khi.”

“Thi ra cung da déu trén bau cira s0 nha ba, xemba Bmviée dém qua?”’

“Chéu khong rinh rdp,” Emma ni nhanh. “Chéu chi. .. tham hiém.”

“Di nhién rdi, cung. Pimg lo. Xem tho rén Bm viée ching ¢6 gi hai ca.”

“Tui chau dén ddy,” Olivia budt miéng, “dé tim hidu vé thanh gwom ba da rén.”

“Thanh gwom?”” Charlie trd it nhin ba Kettle.

“/:%, thanh girom” Ba bét chot nghiém séc mit. “Mét cung khong duoc ho ra 161 nao V& viéc ndy vi bt cir ai ma miy cung khong tin bang ca mang
song ctia minh, nghe chwra.” Ba nhin xody tirng dira voi vé vira nghi€ém khac vira di ton.

“Vang a,” Charlie st sing

Ve mit ba Kettle diu di. “Ba duoc thira hudng chit it ti néing tir t6 tién minh, Feromel, tuy nhién, ba rét it khi ding dén ching. Nhos thé ma ba khong
phai diing dén phép thuat ctia minh, dii ba van rén cong cu lao dong, yén curong, va thim chi ca ban ghé sit. Xira nay ba chura bao gior durge yéu cau rén



guom— mot thanh grom doc nhit vo nhi, bat kha chién bai— vi vay, rat t nhién, ba vo cling vui mimg vi 1i d& nghi nay.”
Charlie n6n ndng nhoai ngudi vé phia ba Kettle, hoi, “Ai da yéu cau ba?”

Ba Kettle mim cudi. “Mat hi¢p sicd bomdo trén mil giap bac clia ngai.”

“Gidng ngudi tui chau da thy trén cdu qud,” Charlie n6i.

Pong thanh n6i cting e, hai dira con gai hoi ba Kettle, “Ngai 4y da n6i gi?” “Ngai 4y 1 ai?” “Ngai Ay da dén lic nao?”

Ba Kettle gio mdt ngon tay Ién. “Tir tir, tir tir. Ba khong thé tra 10i ba cau hoi mdt lic. Ngai dén day cach ddy vai dém, rat khuya. Mic 4o giap va doi
mil gidp sang chdi ¢o cai 1ong chim do tham, ngai tia vo nhu mdt con gié dam anh trang, Mat ngai che kinh kin mit, va ngai khong néi mdt 10i nao.”

“Lam sao ba biét ngai mudn mot thanh grom?”” Charlie chom t6i xa dén ndi hat dé mot chén duong

Ba Kettle 1at cai chén lai va xtic duodng trd vao.

“Chau xin 16i,” Charlie n6i, “nhung kim on, m sao ba biét ngai mudn gi?”

Ba Kettle thoc sau vo tiii chiéc 40 len ctia minh, Ay ra mot miu gidy gap nép. Ba mo nd ra va dit 1én ban. “Do ddy nay.”
Bon tré trd méit dommot tir duy nhét trén to gidy:

“Caledfwich”

“Chau khong doc ra dugc,” Charlie ndi. “N6 khdng cd nghia.”

“V6i ba thi co. Cai tir d6 n6i voi ba ring hiép sinay khong phai 1 hiép si binh thurong, lai cang khong phai ké Iira gat hay choi kham.”
“Nhung n6 ¢6 nghiia 1 gi?”” Charlie hoi don.

“Cung khong biét thit &, Charlie Bone? N6 khong hat Ién trong d4u cung sa0?”” Ba Kettle sim soi nhin vao mit nd.
Charlie nhin con chit trén t& gidy. “Khong, Chéu xin 16i. N6 khong c6 nghia g ca, trir phi. .. n6 1 tiéng xir Wales?”’

“Ping "[hé 13 cung biét hét rf)i do. Bang 6 la mot tir xtr Wales. D6 Ia tén thanh grom cta vua Arthur, nhung chi duge nhic dén trong nhing truyén
thuyét c6 ctia xwa Wales. Pén nay n6 van 1a mdt mat ma, chi dugc st dung boi nhitng ngudi dang tin cdy.”

“Oa!” Olivia thé hét ra. “Chau cam thy minh vinh hanh qué.”

“Khong duge hé hé voi bat cir ai.” Ba Kettle dit mt ngon tay 1én moi.

Ba dira tré st sing lic dau, va Charlie p nhap, “Chi n6i voi nguoi ma chéu ¢ thé tin cdy bang ca mang song ctia minh,”
“Khi ndo hiép si tré lai lay thanh grom a?”” Emma hoi, vira nghi minh ¢6 thé thyue hién mdt chuyén bay dém niva.

“Khong biét. Ba cir doi thoi. Can phai rén can grom nita. Ba nghi ba s& ding mot chit vang, va bac.” Ba Kettle ngé dam dam qua dAu i tré. “Tham chi
ba s& ding mdt, hay hai vién ngoc trai.”

Charlie syrc nhé ra tai sao minh dén day. “Suyt nira chau quén mét.” N6 nhic c4i 4m ctia Feromel dé Ién ban. “Céi nay da soi nong lén dém qua.”

“Vay u?” Ba Kettle dit tay Ién cai 4m den xi. “Gioy né ngudi roi. Nhung dém qua 1 mot thoi khic nguy hiém. Cach ddy vai can nha, nhitng trong da bat
dAu chuyén dong.”

Miéng Emma ha hdc ra. “Ba biét viée d6 a2

“Ba Iudn theo ddi thing bé d6. Ca nhimg ké dong 16a d4ng so ctia nd. Ba nghil cung ciing da trong thiy ching trong khi bay roi.”

“Chéu khong thé tin vo niit minh,” Emma néi. “Eric nhin chim chidm mt canh ctra va thé 1 ngudi dan éng da bude ra. That kinh khing.”
“Chéu d nghi Eric,” Charlie im bam

Ba Kettle dimg 1én va don nhitng céi ca khong vao khay. “Dén gior di im. Quén o miy cung kho 1di, céc ¢d bé.”

Charlie quét dinh ra vé trude khi nhitng b 40 lién quan duoc ci ra. N6 thoa thuin hen gip bon con gai & quan Ca Phé Thi Kiéng vao budi chiéu.
Cam cai am Ién, n6 cam on ba Kettle trong khi roi ti€ém.

Charlie vira quay lai dwong Filbert thi thiy Benjamin vira hoc toc chay trén duwong vé phia né vira hoi.



“Charlie! Charlie! B) ¢6 thiy Hat Dau dau khong?”
‘Khéng 2

“N6 chay it tiéu roi. N6 giat day xich ra khoi tay minh va chay biét tim.”” Mt Benjamin nhim nhiu lai lo Fing. Khi chay t6i bén Charlie, n6 khom nguoi
xuong, thd nhu bo. “Minh dau x6c¢ ca hong vi chay.”

“Hat Pau dau c6 hay di kiéu vay.”

“Khong bao gioy, trude gior dau co thé. N6 ¢6 thé di ddu, ha Charlie?”

Charlie ¢6 nghii dén tit ca nhitng noi m Hat Dau mudn t6i ma khong c6 Benjamin. Chi 6 mdt noi bat ra khoi dau nd: “Chattypatra.”

Benjamin dng thing phét lén. “Chattypatra? Y b n6i b n t6i Ngach T6i?”

“D6 I noi ban gii ciia Hat Dau sdng. Khong phai né khoai con chd nho dé tit tho 1o sa0?”

“O dtng,” Benjamin cong nhan.

“Thé thi tui minh di mau.”

“A khong, khong phai Ngach T6i,” Benjamin rén ri, “minh ghét noi do.”

“Minh ciing ghét. Nhung néu bd mudn tim Hat Pau thi minh nghi né chi & d6 thoi”

Trong khi chay liip xtp dén Ngéch T6i, Charlie nhan ra minh van con cam c4i 4m den. N6 bit dau khién canh tay Charlie moi nhir va Charlie uéc gi
minh d€ n6 ¢ nha. Charlie k& cho Benjamin nghe minh wira gip bon con i va chuyén Dagbert nham nhe mu6n dim chét ching. Tuy nhién n6 khong da
dong dén thanh grom Méc du né tin trdng ban, nhung Benjamin khong duge ban phép thudt.

Nép nhén lo 4u ciia Benjamin cang sau hon. “Dagbert ciing da ¢ dim chét tui minh, ding khong ”

Khi dén ngd hém c,lﬁn t0i ba can nha s6 13, hai dtra con trai budc chimlai. Charlie khong ngac nhién khi cam thiy cai 4m dang néng lén. Nhiét d6 &
Ngach Toi ludn thap hon nhitng noi khac vai d9, va suc ndng ctia cai amhoa ra lai ¢6 tdc dung tran an.

Trude mit ching simg sting day nha cao véi nhirg ban cong den xin, nhitng mai nha nhon hodt va nhitng con thi bang d4 vién quanh céc cira s dai.
“Minh khong nghil Hat Pau & ddy,” Benjamin ha thdp giong, “Trtr khi ho bét n6 vo trong roi.” N6 bt gidc ring minh.

Charlie thoang thiy mdt chuyén dong noi khoe mit. D6 1a tam rém, hay ngdi nha hoi chao nghiéng?

Benjamin thé hdc 1én, ndi khan ca giong, “Charlie, ¢ gi chuyén dong, Mot trong nhiing sinh vat d4 & cira s do.”

Ching dtmg do ra tai chd, so sét nhin ngdi nha ctia ba c6 Venetia. Dot nhién canh cira bat mé va Miranda chay a0 xudng nhitng bac thang, mdi tay xach
mdt con cho, ca hai déu sua nhur dién.

“Hat Pau!”” Benjamin hét, lao vé phia con ché to.

“Em thdy c4c anh t6i,” Miranda n6i. “MJ... mo. .. ba ta mudn nhbt con chd ctia anh trong hdm rwou. Nhung em da giir n6 an toan cho anh. Mo... ba ta
khong thich ché.”

Benjamin vong tay 6m choang ly con chd by, chii ta ndng nhiét iém chii nhén ctia minh. Guong niit ctia Benjamin bt dAu bimg 1én hanh phiic.
Charlie nhan thiy méit Miranda sung bup, ¢6 hai vét do chay xudng hai bén mé. “Em ON chir, Miranda?”” n6 hoi.

Miranda nhin Charlie tuyét vong, “Khong. Emngii d khong ” con bé thi thao. “Mo. .. mo...” RS rang n6 khong thé ndo phat am duoc tir “me”.
“Ba cd cua anh thuong hay 1am gi em?”” Charlie noi.

“Ba ta khong thich em.”” Miranda 1Am Iét nhin ra sau mdt cai. “Ba ta chi quan tim t6i Eric thoi. Eric, n6. .. n6 khong con | em trai ctia em nita.”
“Sao vay? N6 lam...?”

Hat Pau bét thinh linh stia toang 1én canh bao. Khi né phong lén nhimg béc thang, bire trong thin Kin bén canh cira ngoéc ra cudi hiém doc va bay ban
1én khong trung,



“Coi chimg, Miranda!” Charlie hét. N6 cb day con bé ra khoi dudng bay ciia than kin, nhung khong thé tin ndi, birc twong doi hudng trén khong trung
va nhim ngay choc Miranda, nhao tring hng con bé.

Con nho guc xubng ngay chan Charlie rdi néim xodi ra via hé. Mt né tring nhur t gidy.
Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Va Séi Hoang dugc tai mién phi tai WWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 13
Chiéc Ao Choang Bi Pénh Cép

Charlie v Benjamin bang hoang dén ndi khong thét nén 16i. Chattypatra liém téc Miranda, w ir tham thurong, sau d6 Hat PAu bt dau tru lén. Tiéng ché
ai 0an khién bon con trai bung tinh. Charlie quy xuong va dé dat cham v vai Miranda. Rat khé, n6 goi tén con bé.

Mi it Miranda dong ddy. Con bé rén ri.

M6t nguoi dan ong hién ra & ngudng cira. Ong ta toc ndu, &p vat ra sau, deo kinh. Vira thdy Miranda 6ng ta ra Ién hoang hdt va chay a0 xudng nhitng
bac thang,

“Chuyén gi thé ndy?” nguroi dan ong thét.
“Chau...” Charlie Eip bép.

“Miranda! Miranda!”” Ngudi dan 6ng cudi xudng con gai minh. “On trdi! N6 con sdng.” Ong ta bong con nho kén tay, ra lénh cho bon ching, “Néi cho ta
"’

biét chuyén gi da xay ra
Charlie chi biét n6i véi 6ng ta sur that, nghq that 16 bich. “Birc tuong thin bn...” N6 quay ngqét lai. Bure tugng da tro vé chd cil ctia nd bén canh ctra,
thinh lng, khong chop mat. Chi la mot khoi da. Charlie hit mt hoi tht sau va n6i, “Chau bict 6ng khong tin dau, thira ong, nhung birc tuong d6 da bay
xuong day va dam tring lung Miranda.”

Ngudi dan 6ng nhin Charlie trén trdi. “Ta tin chéu. Ta la Shelhorn, cha ctia Miranda. Ta nghi chic hin chau i Charlie.” Ong quay sang Benjamin. “Con
céu Ia Benjamin, bdi vi c6 con chd. Miranda da ké cho t6i nghe vé cac cau.”

“Chau nghi 6ng [a 6ng duong ctia chau,” Charlie noi.
Ong Shelhorn ¢6 vé ngac nhién. “Chéc 14 vay. Nao Charlie, c4u lim on dwa Chattypatra di khoi day duoc khong?”
Charlie i bén lai. “Chau nghi Ia khong duoc, thira 6ng, Miranda s& ra sao néu khong c6 n6?”

“Di nhién n6 s& nhé Chatty. Nhung ta so's& c6 diéu khong hay xéy ra v6i con ch6 néund ¢ lai day. Thinh thodng ta s& dwa Miranda t6i thim no, néu ta...
néu vo ta...” Ong so sét lic téi canh ctra @€ md. “Ta phai dua Miranda vo trong nha. Lam on di, cac cau. Lam on dua con ché didi.”

Mt Miranda chdp md va con bé néi. “Cé gi tong vo lung con. Pau qué.”

“0, cung oi. Dé ba dura con vd nha nhé.” Ong Shelhorn bong Miranda 1én bic cap va vo nha. Chattypatra lao bd theo ho, nhung canh ctra déng sap lai
trude khind kip én t6i noi.

“Gio sao?” Benjamin thé dai.

“Tui minh phai gitt Chattypatra, chir con lam sao nira?”” Charlie néi.

Chattypatra lp tirc i 1én nhitng tiéng kéu tan v trdi tim. Birc twong than kn nhin nd. Charlie nhin birc turong, Va birc twong girong anh mit tro d4,
hiém doc ve huong Charlie.

“Dugc ddy, than lin! Gioi gy tai hoa dil”” Trao Benjamin c4i am, Charlie phéng Ién cau thang, chdp lay Chattypatra va nhay mdt phat xudng via he.
“Chay!” n6 thét.

Benjamin chay, Charlie bay theo, vdi Chattypatra ng6 ngody, kéu la dudi nach nd. Hat Bau chdm bén canh ching, thic giye ching bang nhimg tiéng stia
dong vién. Néu ching ma ¢ ndo khac trong thanh pho thi han nhimg cira s d3 mo tung ra vi nhitng giong ndi tirc gian muon biét viéc g ma ndo loan lén
vy 1oi. Nhung & Ngich T6i ny thi khong, Hau hét cac ngdi nha déu véng chi. Vai nhim ngudi & d6 thi cti dau xudng coi nhu khong phai viée ciia
minh. Ho khong mudn biét nhimg gi xay ra & ba cin nha sb 13.
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“Uéc gi Billy ¢ dy,” Charlie thd phi pho. “N6 ¢6 thé nghe duoc con chd kho khao ndy ndi gi.”

“Plng... goi... Chatty 1a... kho khao.” Benjamin tho khong ra hoi. N6 ding lai, hit v6 khé nhoc. “Coi kia!”

Pang di v& phia ching 1 ba con meo. Ching dan hang ngang budc, vai sat vai, ddng, cam, vang, Nhimng cai dudi to nhéng én cao, nhitng cap miit vang
ryc dan chit vo Charlie. Hat D4u ngdi xudng, girong mat nhin ching. Chattypatra imbat. N6 thoi oan oai ma nhin nhirng sinh vat sang ruc kia cho t61
khi ching dén dung bén Charlie, rir rir day nhip diéu.

“Chao, nhitng con méo lira!”” Charlie néi. “Cac ban cam phién n6i gi 6 voi con ché nay di?”

Nhimng con meo lira khong cam phéi khich I¢. Su Tir, con meo cam, ngdc dau Ién va kéu mot tiéng meeoo 16n huréng thing vo miii con chd nhd. Duong
Cuu, con méo ndi tiép tiéng goi, va rdi con méo vang, Nhin Ma, luyén iy doan két.

Chattypatra mé lim di. N6 hit hit nhimg con mo kira va vay dudi rdi rt.

“Té nghi ching hoan thanh r6i d6,” Benjamin ndi. “Bo né xudng di, Charlie, coi xemnd c6 chay theo durgc khong”

Charlie dzt Chattypatra xubng via hé. N6 ngdi xudng, sung suréng quét cai dudi 1ong xii Bp phap xudng dat.

“Du chiiing ndi gi thi ching ciing du dugc con ché rdi,” Charlie noi.

Sir mang ctia nhitng con méo kira mdi chi bét dau. Tiéng kéu ctia ching tht di, ching tiép tuc budc vé phia ba ngdi nha s6 13. Trong phong thai nhanh

nhen, hing ding cta ching ¢ cha dich chét nguoi. Ching dén dé giit an toan cho mot dira tré, dé bao vé con bé khoi birc turong than Iin, khoi ba di
ghé va thing em chuyén ém bua.

“Gid thi minh khong cam thiy qua lo nita.” Charlie tho phio nhe nhdm. “Néu ¢6 gi khéng ché dugc birc tuong than kin phai & nguyén vi tri ctia hén thi
d6 1a nhitng con meo lira.”

Ba con méo da t6i nha ba ¢6 Venetia. Ching leo cAu thang téi birc twong than lin va nhin trimg trimg vo d6. Hai ong i n6 chira dong ddy, ching tur
dong vao vi tri. Nhan Ma ¢ béc thang trén cting, Su Tir & cira, va Duong Cuu ¢ bire turong hién.

“Tyi minh v& thoi,” Charlie n6i.

Khi dam con trai budc ra khoi hém t6i, Chattypatra ngoan ngoan di theo ching,

“CON VAT NAY LAM Gi O BPAY?” néi Bone quét 6m toi.

Neudi cudi cting Charlie mudn gp khi vé t6i nha 1 ba ndi ban tinh, ghét chd ctia no.

“Con ché d6 I ctia ba em tao. May in cip n6!” ndi Bone thiic cho Chattypatra mdt c4i bang mili gidy den bong Ion cta ba ta.
“Purng!” Charlie thét. “N6 khong phai cho cia ba Venetia. N6 Ia ctia Miranda. Chau cham séc nd vi ba Venetia khong thich ché.”
“Tao ciing khong thich. Cho n6 ra. Pubind di.”” Ba ta xd t6i con ché nho, khién nd voi chay tot ra nip dudi gam ghé trong hanh lang,
“Tao khong chira chip nd, may nghe & chua!” ndi Bone rit giong. “Dudi con vét thdi tha d6 ra khoi ddy.”

Charlie kéu la. “Ong cau Paton, ctru con!”

“Hén khong c6 nha d4u,” ndi Bone noi, thoa mén vo cling. “Cé ba ngoai miy ciing khong. Chi ¢6 minh may véi tao thdi, Charlie Bone. Vi vay, tong con
ché ra, khong tao s& giét no!”

“Aaaahhh!” Charlie thét vang, N6 quy thup xudng san, bd xudng gim ghe va 161 Chattypatra run rdy ra. Kep con ché dudi nach, n6 lao ra cira, trong khi
1n6i Bone chay di By vii khi bi mit ctia minh: cay giy kiém nguy trang bang mbt céi dit den.

“Aieeee!” Charlie md cira trude ra va nhay xubng nhiing bac thang,

Benjamin dang dimg bén ngodi nha n6. Nghe thy tiéng thét la, n6 dinh bing qua nha s 9 xem sao thi Charlie da bén phot ra khoi cira va bang o qua
duong,

“N6i Bone!” Charlie thét lac ca giong, “Ba ta dang phét khing! Doi giét Chattypatra.”
Noi Bone. Hat P4u hiéu cai tén nay. N6 gir mot tiéng hung ton va chiic hin di xong qua nha s6 9 rdi néu Benjamin khong tim vong c6 16 lai.
Charlie nhao nhao chay 1én bac thang nha Benjamin va cting nhau ca bon chui tot vo nha s6 12.

“B6t On a0 ndo, cac cau,” chi Brown la tir trong phong m viée ctia chil. “Ching t6i dang rét ban.”



“Ba Maisie khong lim bita trnra cho chau hém nay 42" tiéng c6 Brown c¢6 vé thit vong,
“Chau s& khong vé nha mdt thoi gian,” Charlie dap. “Noi d6 khong an toan.”

“0?” 6 Brown xemra khong Jdy gi lim lo king. La mot tham i tur, ¢6 von da quen voi nhitng chén hiém nguy. Noi Bone khét tiéng 1 ac doc, nhung ba
ta chura bao gio giet ai cé - theo nhu ¢6 Brown biét.

Benjamin nay ra mot y. N6 ngo vo thu phong, Ba nd dang ngdi trén ban viét con me n6 dang viét trén chiéc ban nho, virong vai day gidy. Mii roi moi
nhn ra Benjamin dimg ngoai, c6 Brown ngude 1én. “Ba me vira nhan mdt vu an. N6 héc hiém, kich thich dén ndi ba me khong thé budng n6 ra duoc.”

“Coting V& ciu bé nguoi soi khong?” chit Brown hoi. “Ba da goi cho 6ng thi trudng 16i, nhung ong 4y bao S6i Hoang ndm ngoai quyén han ctia ong Ay.
Viée té im, Ben, R4t t8.”

“Da, khong c6 tin chinh xac,” Benjamin ndi, roi thém. “Con khong nghi ba me s& an bita trua nay?”
C6 Brown nhin véi vé &y ndy. “Me nghii c6 banh ni...”

“Khong sao dau me,” Benjamin turoi tinh 1én. “Tui con s& t6i quan Ca Phé Thu Kiéng”

“Hay déy.” C6 Brown mim cudi nhe nhdm. “C6 rét nhidu tién trong hii duong,”

Hu dyng duong khong c6 duong ké tir khi co chi Brown quyét dinh kiéng duong lun. Gio né duoc ding dung tién dé danh, ma thuong vun én dang
ké mbi khi gia dinh Brown lao vio mdt cong vu doi hoi phai thay ddi quan 4o va hoa trang nhanh.

Pung lic d6 Chattypatra chon cach tyr giéi thiéu minh. N6 xn x6 t61 bén ¢ Brown, tin can vAy vay cai dudi xiL.

“Thoi khong thém chd nita!” c6 Brown than van, tuy ¢6 hoi mém long khi c6 vubt cai dAu mém mai clia Chattypatra. “N6 d& thwong qua, nhung that tich
la ching ta...”

Charlie thd du qua cira. “Khong lo d4u c6 Brown. Tui chdu s& dira né t6i quan Ca Phé Thi Kiéng”

“No Ia cho lac a?”” chia Brown hoi

“Khong a, nhung hoan canh ciia n6 thuong tam Fim. Ben s& giai thich cho ¢6 chi sau. C6 chi wui Iong bao cho ngoai Maisie biét tui chau di dau.”

Quéan Ca Phé Thu Kleng khong dong nhu ngay thir bay. Con vo s6 dia dung diy nhirmg mon tréng ngon niit & trén qudy. Charlie va Benjamin 14 hai vi
khach duy nhét dang xép hang, chiing con c6 thé chuyén tro chép nhoang voi 6ng ba Onimous. Vira nghe xong cau chuyén tham thuong vé Chattypatra,
ong ba dong ¥ ngay s& gitt n6 trong quan dén chirng nio sd phan nd duoc dinh doat.

“Nhung con ¢ bé do thi sao?” ba Onimous hoi. “Ta rt tiéc phéi n6i thé nay, Charlie, méy ba ¢6 ciia chau déng bi tong giam hét di... ca ba ndi chau
nira.”

“Chdu ciing nghi vay,”” Charlie budn ba.

Ong Onimous chom qua khoi quiy, bum tay che miéng va n6i khg. “Cau ¢6 thang em a mot... mdt ngudi lim d4 song day?”

“Xemra ding [a vay,” Charlie noi.

“Phién toai roi day. Phai lam gi d6 vé vu ndy. Ba Pike c6 kha 1én chit 16i. Nhung ba éy s& khoe hon nhiéu néu tim thay con trai.”” Ong Onimous nhoai xa
hon doc theo quiy khi mdt phu nir nhé quét, toc tring va mdt con ngwra in ti hon téi xép hang, “C6 Blankhoff, hin hanh gip ¢6,” 6ng Onimous don da.
“H6m nay Brunhilda thé nao?”

Charlie bung hai dia pho mit ng, banh nhan Iy gai, banh bich quy réc qué t6i mdt cai ban bén cua s6. Benjamin theo sau voi mdt cai to In dung thit bit-
tét thai mieng, gi vién va than bao. N dat cai td xudng dét, va ngac nhién thiy Hat Pau lich sy ngdi bén canh cai to trong khi Chattypatra chon xoi sach
s& nhitng miéng bit-tét khoai khau nhét ciia c6 nang

Chattypatra rut dau lai, sung swéng iém mép, nhung Hat Pau khong non néng tién ngay dén céi to ma doi dén khi chéin chéic Chattypatra da no né roi.
“Bb ¢ thiy chura?”” Benjamin ndi. “Y minh 1y, phai chéing d6 1 tinh yéu.”

Charlie nhét tri, nhung dau 6c nd dang hru tam dén thir khac. Tir vi tri ctia nd bén ctra s0 c6 thé thay rd hém Ech va, mic dit khong chic chin Em, nd
nghi minh vira thdy mdt bong ngudi quen quen chay men theo birc tuwong va bién mat vo mdt dan dé dang hu lu di toi.

“Nam con dé,” Benjamin nhin xét. “Cé du chd cho tit ca ching khong?”
“Ching bé ti ti ha,” Charlie ]im bAm. “Benjamin, hinh nhur minh vira moi thiy Joshua Tilpin & ddy.”

“C6 gi ngac nhién d4u. Thing d6 uon rinh rap bd ma, Charlie.”



“K¢é tui n6.” Charlie cin que ph6 mét.

Ching phai kéo dai bira trua ctia ching thém mot tiéng nira. Bon con gi hen tdi chig‘":u mo6i 161, va dén lic ching xuét hién thi Charlie d& nhin hét hai
muroi lam que ph6 mét, theo nhu Benjamin. Charlie khong hé dém. N6 cam thay buon non.

“Tra hoa ctic nhé,” ba Onimous dé nghi khi Charlie io dao t6i quiy, néc cut lién tuc.

Charlie cAm ca trd va ngiri ngiri mdt cach hoai nghi. Nhing cénh hoa ndi trén mit nurde. Toa mii kha d& chiu. N lai ngdi xudng khi Lysander dén clng
v6i Gabriel Silk. Lysander van chura thuySt phuc duoc Tancred xa roi c6 ban gai cta anh. “Mo6i tinh” cta anh v6i Lauren dang tr6 nén than thiét hon,
theo nhur anh thong bao véi chiing. Lauren nhd anh goi 161 chao tat ca bon ching, nhung Chi nhat ndo chi ay ciing phai di thim ba.

“Lauren tuyét qua,” Benjamin tan duong,

Charlie chura hé n6i chuyén voi Gabriel ké tir bién ¢ buc minh v6i Dagbert. N6 hoi ngrong ngiing khi Gabriel v6 va ngdi xudng canh no.

“Anh khée chir, Gabe?”” Charlie ngd ngang qua khuon niit dai, lic ndo cling bi xi ctia Gabriel.

Gabriel khong thé biéu cam khéc di duge. Trong thi do ndo nhung hém nay dudng nhur trong ong cau ¢6 roi r6i hon. “Ciing 6n,” cau n6i, dit Rita, con
chudt cung nhat ctia minh, 1én ban.

“N¢, ¢6 16 anh khong ngd ndi nhing gi thang Dagbert dam lam dau?”” Charlie hoi.

“U’” Gabriel nd ny cudi budn ténh, “Toi khong ngbe, em thiy ddy, Charlie. Toi biét thing ngudi ca dang 6 y lam gi: chia 1 tt ca tui minh d€ ti minh
khong con giip d& lan nhau dugce nita. Hirm, chiéu do khong xi nhé voi anh dau.”

“Hay [im, Gabriel Silk!”” Olivia v thup mbt c4i v lung anh chang, khen ngoi.

Gabriel d6 nhir mit Ién. “Céc vi dinh khong cho t6i biét dang c6 chuyén gi xay ra 4?”

DA c6 qué nhidu viéc xdy ra. Trude tién ching phéi ké cho Gabriel vé cai ngity ching di ing kiém Asa thi gip c4i chét ciia Ong Pike. Sau d6 Gabriel va
Lysander ngo vire ling nghe Charlie md ta birc turong than lin dich chuyén va vu giai ctru Chattypatra. HBen khi Olivia thudt lai viée hiép siyéu cau ba
Kettle rén thanh gwom, thi Lysander khong con kim ché dugc nita.

“Ngai 4y | ai? Ngai dinh s& 1am gi v6i thanh girom?”” N6i to md qué sire khién cho giong ndi trim ctia Lysander ré 1én the thé nhur tiéng vet.

“Ngay ca ba Kettle ciing khong biét,” Emma noi.

Gabriel coi bd suy tu. “Guomda,” anh n6i, nhét Rita trd vo tli ao.

“Anh n6i grom da 1a sao?”’ Olivia hoi.

“Guomda! Gugmda! Gugmda!” Homer quang quac tir trén vai ciia Lysander.

“Suyt!” Charlie v& chan con vet.

“Suyt!” con vet Iip lai.

Gabriel chr dén khi that im Eing moi n6i. “Céc ban c6 chéc chan 1a Hip siniic o choang do khi cic ban trong thiy ngai khong?”

“Chéc chin,” Olivia dap. “Ca 1ong chim d6 cim trén i gidp nita.”

“Tha vi that,” Gabriel noi.

“Sao vay?” nhitng dra khac nhao nhao.

“Boi vi tim 4o choang ctia Vua D6 bién mit rdi,” Gabriel nhin quanh nhitg grrong niit chét diéng. “Cac ban biét t6i 4m chi t6i tim 4o choang ndo rdi
chi?”

Con gi ma nghi ngd? Charlie lo so tire khdc i chiéc 4o s& roi vao tay ctia nhitng ké khong thich hop. N6 uén tir hoi im sao m tAm do quy gid nhuong
4y lai tdn tai duoc nhitng chin thé ky. N6 biét ring Guanhamara, con gi ctia Vua D6, d3 mang tAm 4o t6i Y, khi nha vua bién mét. N6 dugc hru truyén
qua bao thé hé hau sinh ctia ba, dé rdi cubi cting ngur trong mdt cai rrong mon vet trong ngdi nha xiéu veo ctia Gabriel Silk ¢ trén dbi. C6 lan, Charlie da
chimg kién phép nhiém mau vo song ctia tim 4o choang d6. Bai vi Gabriel da niic né trong tran chién voi thiy biia Harken. Gabriel i B, hién nhur cay co
da chiu dung ndi cude tin cong chét ngudi ctia o thiy bua m van binh an vo sur.

“Lam sao ma tAm 4o... bién mit dug, Gabe?” Lysander hoi. “Anh mubn néi dén vat vo gid nhurdng d6? Mot vat quy bau nhu vay. Tam o choang clia
chinh Vua Do.” Trong khi néi, Lysander bat dau vung ca hai canh tay Ién cudng gian. “B9, em khong khoa k¥ no lai a?”



“C6 chir.” Bi xtic pham sau sic, mét Gabriel d6 ran. “Nha t6i la nhimg vé s canh gir tAm 40 d6. Anh cho rang gia dinh t6i khong xtmg dang véi vinh duyr
nay sao? Gia dinh t6i gin gitt nd 1a bau vt va canh chimg nd bang ca mang song ctia minh.”

“Anh da ct 40 & dau, Gabriel?” Emma hoi khé.

“Trongq mdt cai hom dé dudi gém giudng ctia ba me t6i. Thinh thoéng, khi‘tc*)i bi,hénh khé chiy, ba t6i lai chg) 01 mat nd vao. Ba téj biét n6 s& x0a diu toL
Céu hi€u tai phép cuta t6i chir?” Gabriel nhin Charlie va Charlie git dau. “Um, tam 4o choang 14 vat duy nhat tirng ¢4 ngudi miic 101 ma t6i co the mic
duoc. Cudi tuan vira 161, t6i cam thay birc boi trong nguoi qua mire. Toi danh xin phép ba cho t6i dugc méic 4o chi vai phut thoi. Ba toi tir choi. Khi toi
nai ni mAi thi ba t61 mdi bao ‘Gabriel. N6 bien mat rdi. Ching ta khdng con cé chiéc ao choang nita’.”

Ca bon sitng nguoi nhin Gabriel, hoang hon via.

“Vay | nd da bi danh cip,” Lysander ndi dut khoat.

Lan d4u tién Charlie thoang nghi hiép si trén cau c6 ciru ching that khong, R6i con thanh gwom [ sao? L& ndo ba Kettle nham [An? Coi chirmg hiép si toi
ctra nha ba khong phai la nguoi dang tin cdy. C6 1€ ong ta da hoc biét duoc ngdn ngir bi mat cia ho, va ding né dé chim doat thanh gurom nhiém mau,
mot thanh gwom cd thé duge str dung dé chong lai nhitng nguoi ma diing ra dang khan thiét can sy trg' gitip ctia Ong ta.

Charlie dtmg lén. “Ching ta phéi béo cho ba Kettle d phong, Em phai t6i d6 ngay ddy, trude khi ba 4y trao thanh gwom cho médt... ké mao danh.”
“Charlie, khoan da,” Lysander ngiin lai. “Chi vi tim 4o choang bi m¥t, thi khong nhét thiét phai nghi hiép si i ké mao danh.”
“Nhung ciing khong c6 nghia i khong phai.” Charlie day ghé ctia n6 lai.

Khoang khéc tiép theo, Charlie bi tim chit boi mdt ban tay manh mg, day 16ng 4. “Charlie, cau bé ctia ta,” 6ng Onimous noi. “Dimg di voi. Ta da dinh
noi voi cau tir trede. Ta dd nhdra.”

“Géng lén!” Horrer la leo ko.
Lysander bum tay che m6 Homer. “Ong nhé ra cai g, 6ng Onimous?”’

“N6 & dau... 161 di bén dudi lau dai. Noi A cdu bé nguoi s01 ¢o thé bi giam cAm.” Ong Onimuos cudi twoi r6i véi ca bon, tur hai 1ong vi minh d& nho ra
mot thong tin quan trong dén vay. “Ba cb cla ta da timg lam viéc ¢ trong hoc vién Bloor. Chi a lao cong thoi, nhung la mot nguoi rét xong xdo. Ba da
timmdt cura sap o dang sau san khau Ba da mo n6 ra va leo xubng, vo mdt can phong t6i den c6 bao nhiéu ki quén 4o cti treo trong ti. Ba a 4y mudn di
xa hon, nhung den 16ng ctia ba tit, ma ba I ngudi yéu bong via nén danh phai di kén. Sau d6 ba hoi mot nhén vién khac ve 16. D6 la mot ong g, mot
ngudi hiu gi do, sinh ndm 1799 — hay tuong trong coi— va ong Ay tra 101 ‘A, dung, c6 mdt 101 tir can phong do, di sau xubng, sau xudng, sau, sau, siu tit
vo trong long dat ti tam. PO 1 mdt cau chuyén xura, xwra Emrdi, cach day Jau, 1au, that lau, rang 16i di d6 dan di méi, di néi ra toi tin dong song™.

“Tui chau da v can phong d6 rdi!” Olivia vot miéng, giong n6 v e réc vi phn khich. “Nhung ¢ ding sau n t6i dén ndi tui chau da khong dam di vo
qua xa.”

Ong Onimous vut tt ny cudi. “Vay thi rat c6 nhidu kha néng bon ching da phét céu bé toi nghiép du6i do.” Ong nhin Charlie. ‘Nhung ta khong bao cac
chau nén di xuong do dau day, khong, khong doi nao. Ta khong thich nghi rang 161 n6i ctia ta day cac chau vao mdt cude hanh trinh nguy hiém chet
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Nhung d qué tré cho dng Onimous it lai 10i ctia minh. Mot khi da n6i ra, ching ¢6 tac dong tirc khéic 1én Charlie. N6 da nhap nhom nhém t6i 16 trinh
nguy hiém chét nguoi d6 roi.

Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Va Séi Hoang dugc ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 14
Charlie v& cuc hanh trinh nguy hiém

Y dinh ctia Charlie 1 di t6i tiém Am Bun canh nhanh cang t6t, nhung 6 rét nhiu ngudi trong thinh phd mudn chiin dudng no. Déu thuong tit va stit sco
day minh, Manffed Bloor van c6 uy Iy kinh khing doi vi nhimg dira tré dugc ban phép thuat khéc. Joshua Tiplin la mot trong vai dira khim phuc han
mé mudi nhat va thang nay con hon ca s6t sang giip Manfied Bloor tra thii Charlie.

Manfied biét nhitng con méo lira a thi pham gy ra nhitng thuong tich ghé hdn cho hin, nhung ching lam thé 13 dé bao vé Charlie, vi i vy Charlie phai bi
trirg phat. Ngoai ra, con ¢6 van dé Asa nita. Manfied van chura tir bo y d6 “S6i Hoang”, nhur tAt c4 moi ngudi goi Asa. Thém vai tuln nita trong nguc
t6i thoi, Manfred tinh toan, 2 Asa s& tr6 lai nhu xua: mt sinh vat hity diét hoang d3, san sang tudn thi moi ménh Iénh ctia Manfred ma khong dindo ..

trir phi Charlie Bone timra céu bé ngudi s6i va phong thich nd.
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Charlie nhén thirc 13 1a 6 nhitng ké nguy hiém dang 4n nip trong thanh phd, nhung n6 khong biét ching 4n ¢ dau, va phai mat miy phit nd moi hay
minh da chay vé hudng ngurge lai véi hirdng minh dinh di. Nhung dén Ioe d6 thi da qua tré cho nd xoay chuyén tinh the.

Charlie durng chay. N6 dang di xubng mdt day cau thang gd hep ri dan vo mot ngd hém t6i den nhu mure. “Minh dang him gi & day thé nay?” N6 tur hoi.
“Minh dang dinh ti tiém Am Bun co ma. Sao lai ¢6 canh nay?” N6 ¢b quay dau leo trd 1n dé ra anh sang, nhung hinh nhur n6 bi tic ket ngay trén cau
thang. L duy nhét n6 c6 thé di duoc 1 di xubng,

“Hir, tao s& khong di d4u!” Charlie hét v bong ti. “Tao s& dimg tai chd sudt dém néu phai thé.”

Céu thang danh vong. Charlie ti m0t tay biu chét v6 tuong va hf)n xiéu phach tan thiy n6 tudt ludt dudi nhirng ngon tay minh. Céu thang dang dich
chuyen cang fic cang xa noi ¢6 anh sang, Khi cau thang tang toc, Charlie b quang t6i trude, dap phich xuong mit da cimg lanh. Chan cang n6 néng nhu
chi, ¢ cra quiy nhung vo ich. Charlie cam thdy moi hoi thé trong nguoi bi tong ra hét, va né khong con dir sire dé ma hét lén.

N5i khiép dam lghién Charlie nhim grﬁt lai. Rin6 tur tir mo miét ra. Charlie thiy mot quﬁng sang dang trude, cach d6 vai mét, phét ra tir mot cai dén
16ng I6n, trong o xua dat & dudi dat. Phia trén quang sang d6 hién ra ba b mit duoc chiu to - nhiing bd mit khong cudi x€p chung voi bong toi mit
nung. Joshua Tiplin va hai chi em sinh d6i nha Branko.

DU dang I6a miét, Charlie khong can t6i mt gidy dé nhan ra, ning hrong tir tinh ctia Joshua két hop véi siéu nding ctia hai chi em sinh d6i da kéo n6 VO
con hém hiém ac ndy. Bay gio strc manh ctia ching da manh hon trude, lai cau két voi nhau nén ching tao ra mdt trrong luc hau nhu khdng gi pha noi.

Khong hiéu bang cach nao, Charlie xoay x& bat dugc tiéng ndi ra khoi co thé dau nhur dan ctia minh. “Tui bay mudn gi?”
“Tui tao khong mudn may,” mot trong hai chi em sinh d6i tra 101 trong tiéng cudi v& vun.

“Ma may phai hira mt 161, diira kia trong hai chi em sinh déi tiép, giong con nay duc sau va hiéu chién hon.

“Mot 10i hira?”” Charlie rén rim.

Pén Iuot Joshua ndi, giong cimg rin, khong thurong xot. “May phai tir bo y dinh ngu ngbe di tim Asa Pike.”

“Néu tao khong bo?”” Charlie mip méy qua k& ring

“Khong c6 néu,” hai chi em sinh d6i dong thanh. “May phai tir bo.”

C6 tiéng 1 dat ring ring phia trén Charlie. N6 quay dau lai, diing lic thay mdt tang d4 1on bt ving ra khoi vi tri ctia nd trong birc tudng cao sat day.
Charlie i bén lai, gio hai tay Ién che dau, chd himg mot ¢ roi khong thé tranh vo giita so.

Nhung tang da d6 khong hé cham dén né. Mot con g6 bao liét quét xudng con hém;, bi chup cimg trén khdng trung, tang da tréch ra khoi dudng bay va
b nhao xubng ngay bén canh Joshua Tiplin. Mot tiéng thét chéi dc vang 1én khi Joshua bi nhic hong chén 1én va bi xach di mét. Hai chi em sinh d6i, bam
dinh vao nhau, ciing chiu chung s6 phan. Charlie ¢6 thé nghe thiy ban chén ching dap nhiing birc twdng ctia ngd hém trong khi ching 16n ting phéo trén
khong, gao 1t tira nhur nhitng nir thn béo tir.

RAi mdt tleng sdm dinh tai va mot dammiy den ngom Iudn cudn trén dau_ Tleng gao khoc cua i tré trén khong nhoa thanh tiéng i kinh hon khong
ngimg ma dan bi nhén chim vo tiéng sim va tiéng mura roi 0p dop xubng mit dat.

Charlie cuon minh thu lu that tham thurong va cho con bao di qua.

Phai can t6i mot nguon néng rong vo bién méi ¢6 thé tao ra thoi tiét hung hén dén véy, va chi nhin gy ra n6 khi xong viéc thé ndo ciing mét nhix tir cho
ma xem. Anh ta nén dé con bio tan chdm chdm hon I bt né két thic dot ngdt nhur thé.

Miai cudi cing, khi Charlie triéu hdi dii can dam mi ngoe dAu Ién, nd nhin thay cy dén 16ng, dii bi phu trim trong bio cét, vn con sang. Aido da xich
cdy den lai gan Charlie. N6 trong thiy hai cai cang dai boc trong hai dng quan Jean u6t nhep mau xanh duong. Hoang so' mit trdn tAn cong khéc, con tan
khdc hon trdn n6 vira mi chiu dung, mit Charlie hai hing hr6t dan Ién trén. N6 thiy mot c4i do khoéc thiy thii, mot chiée khiin quang ¢b méu xam, va
trén chi€c khin quang, mdt grrong mit mim curdi b mai toc vang dung tua tia tén dinh.

“Chartlie!” Tancred goi.

“Tancred,” Charlie thd: dbc. “La anh that khong?”

“Chtr con ai. Em 6n chir, Charlie?”

“Um, em chura chét.” Charlie ¢6 gwong dimg ddy nhung cn c6 canh tay ctia Tancred d& moi xong.

“Sao anh biét em & day?”

“Pi theo con budm ctia em. Anh da nhinra 16 ngay lap tirc. N6 cudng quit bay vong vong quanh dau anh, ddm hiic v6 ma anh, n6 con cér} camanh khi
16 nghi anh chay chura dui nhanh. Ngay khi thay khoang khong choi voi & chd I& ra 14 c4i cau thang, anh biét c6 c4i gi d6 vo ciing khing khiép dang dién
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ra.

Charlie ngo4i nhin lai. Nhing bac thang ndim thanh mdt dng d nat, xa tit bén dudi so v6i mit dudng,

“Anh da phai nhay xubng.” Tancred sdm soi mdt c4i ddim dam v ngdn tay cai ctia minh. “Tui minh khong thé ra khoi ddy bang duong 4y duoc.”
“Hai chi em sinh d6i,” Chartlie lap bép. “Bay gio ching qua... qua manh va mau lanh. Con Joshua thi ...”

“Chiing s& mat strc manh trong mot thdi gian.” Tancred cudi ngoac. “Bi, Charlie. Tui minh vé nhi emnio.”

Cubi cting cdy nén trong long dén da chdy hét va hai thing bé phai b mo nhich t6i trude, trong khi con budm tréing chon von & trén dau, soi duong cho
ching. Charlie ctr nomn6p lo minh s& vip phai mdt cai xac, nhung chéng thiy tim hoi Joshua hay hai chi em sinh d6i d4u ca.

“Ching dang nim dudi mdt canh dong & dau do,” Tancred ndi. “Anh ¢6 ¥ cho gié dt manh dé bde ching ra khéi thanh phd.”

Charlie kinh ngac trudc tai phép la thuong ctia Tancred. “Emudc gi minh c6 thé lim dwoc diéu gi d6 hiru ich,” n6 am thim.

Tancred vo lung né. “Em van uon im diéu ¢6 ich day thoi, Charlie. Anh cam thiy xéu hd phai thi that voi em la Keo Ngot da thoi cho anh lam durong
lac 161 mdt thoi gian.” Anh nhin con budm sang chda hron I nhw chd' ching nhay 1én chyp bat, roi cudi pha ra. “Embiét khong, con buémdé da chi cho
anh thy anh sang.”

“Nhur thé nio?”

“Tracy thay cho anh mdt t6i hu thu: i theo con buém dé dan do thi anh s& bi bo, Tancred Torsson’ — cd ta ndi vay do. Vay l khong hay nhi? Anh da
thay ding con nguoi cd ta, Charlie. Mot cai dau rong hap dan.”

“Chi 4y rat dep,” Charlie ni, ¢ bién minh cho sur ly khai tam thoi ctia Tancred. “Vi viy em c6 thé hiéu ndi.. ndi...”
“N&i amanh? O, diing, c6 ta rat dep,” Tancred chua chat.

Cuéi cung chiing cling leo 1én duge con durong nhon nhip nhitng ctra hang va anh dén sAmuat, Charlie din cam théy minh lai thudc vé thé gi6i thire mot
lan nita.

“Lamsao tui minh t¢i duoc duong Piminy tir day?” no noi.
Tancred ngd nging. “Sao em mudn di téi d6?”

Vibdy gio Tancred da tinh ngd, cho nén, trong khi bang qua thanh phd, Charlie v& lai cho anh thy birc tranh toan canh. Ciing chinh thanh gurom da
khién Tancred hru y,hét nhu d6i voi Lysander.

“M6t thanh gurom?”” d6i mit xanh da troi ctia Tancred séng lén. “Oa! Va em nghif Hiép STP0 c6 thé 1a ké mao danh vi ng Ay da danh cip 4o choang
cta nha vua?”’

“Emkhong biét chéic, Tanc. Em chi cam thy 1a minh phai canh bao cho ba Kettle.”
“Anh khong thé doi ndi dé thiy tiém ban 4m va gip ngudi tho rén nay.” Tancred bén vot di va Charlie phai ¢b cdm chay dé theo kip anh.

Con béo vira 10i d4 nhdt phén Ion dan cur thanh phd & rit trong nha ctia ho. Lii tré & quan Ca Phé Thi Kiéng dinh ninh I Charlie d3 tr& vé& duong Filbert
101, tAt nhién, nén thu gom thi cung lai va di vé nha ching Benjamin cyc nhoc vét va ma khong tach dwoc Hat Bau ra khoi Chattypatra, nhung 6ng
Onimous d thuyét phyc durgc hai con chd bang mdt goi bit-tét ciia ché cho Hat Pau mang vé nha, va mit t6 kem cho Chattypatra & dang sau quay.

Du am ctia con bdo con nhén nh trén dau Charlie va Tancred khi ching tAt twoi chay trén dudng Piminy. Tancred phén bua réng anh khong thé kiém
ché duge. “Nhung thoi tiét 1a mot v boc dé bao v¢ chiing ta, Charlie, em khong cam thay the sao?”’

Co, Chz]rlie cam théy g d(§ chir. N6 linh cam m(:)t sur xung dot dir doi & duong Piminy, ctr nhur vira ¢ nhfmg lén chién tuyén duoc dl_n}g 1én vdy. Bao
nhiéu thay phap da timg song & day? Ai trong so ho ximg danh con chau Vua Do, va ai ding phép thuat dé chong lai hang xém lang giéng ctia minh.

Khi ching di t6i tiffam P4, Tancred ghé mit domvo cira sd. Anh ring minh ryt sau vao chiéc 40 khodc mia dong ctia minh. “Thir nghi coi, Charlie. Mot
d6i quan da chuyén dong. Ai co thé danh bai doi quan d6?”

Charlie khong tra loi.

Bén ngoai tiém ban c4, Tancred lai ching chinh ].;Tm nita. Anhngude nhin ctira s phia trén tim biér} boi bac. Charlie da ké cho anh nghe nhimg gi Emma
da thay, nhung du gi Tancred van cir dimg lai. O day, anh cam thdy mot ké thi ma minh sinh ra d¢ d6i dau voi hin. Anh khong bict minh va Dagbert c6
chung mot t6 tién bao t0: Petrello, ngudi tao bao, stong miy, va nhiing dong thily triéu chét nguoi.

Charlie nhin tAm bién ha hit trong gi6. N6 gidt canh tay Tancred. “Di théi. Em mudn t6i nha ba Kettle.”



“NG tham chi khong phai B mjt cai ti¢m,” Tancred nhn xét. “Chang ¢6 gi d€ ban, cho du bon ho 1 ai chéing nita. Nhung anh ciing ngiri théy mii ¢4 1o
rang.”” Anh Iti lai khoi cira so, tay bit mii.

Charlie khong thé chim tré cude tham }déng hon nita, n6 vut chay tdi tiém AmPun va g5 ctra rimram Tancred chay t6i voi n, ching doi vai giy rdi
Charlie lai dép g6 ti€p, dong hét strc bang cai dap ctra hinh chiec am.

“Troi dét oi, Charlie Bone, c4i gi dua cung tré lai ddy thé? Ba dang bén tay.” Ba Kettle dimg ¢ ngudng cira,tay khoanh trrée ngye. Ba mic 4o lién
quan lam lem dau md va mét ba dinh day nho. Trong ba chang c¢é y mudn cho ai vo nha ca.

“Xin 161, ba Kettle,” Charlie hp tap n6i, “Nhung c6 chuyén di xay ra, moth chuyén ma ba nén biét.”

Ba Kettle chdm t6i trude va dom dio déc ngroc xudi con phd. “Cung vo day. Ching ta khong mudn ca 16i phd biét chuyén ciia ching ta. Ai di ciing v6i
cung thé nay?”

“Tén chau 14 Tancred Torsson,” Tamered tur gi6i thiéu, budc vo cira hang. “Chau dang gy ra mdt chit bio ma n6 hién dang thdi qua cira nha ba.”

“Chut bao u? Tran cqﬁng phong chét tiét thi c6. Chéc chén cau loi hai ddy. Ta la Katya Kettle. Han hanh gap cau.” Ba lic canh tay Tancred nong nhiét
deén dd anh phai gitr lay vai minh, tudng nhur canh tay roi khéi khop xuong dén noi.

Khi theo ba Kettle vo can phong sau ctia ba, ching nhin thdy co tiéng lach cach va tiéng giroi tdm phat ra tir hai phia bén hong ching. Nhin quanh,
ching thiy nap clia mdt cai &m mau xanh drong cr nhic 1én khong lai 6t cach xudng, Dicu tirong tur ciing dién ra v6i mdt cai 4m dong, rdi mot cai 4am
1ho bang sit.

“Chuyén gi thé a, ba Kettle?”” Charlie hoi.

“Chir cung nghi | i hé, Charlie? Khdi néing rong tich tu trén dudng ndty dur stic thoi bay méi nha clia ba di.” Ba Kettle ngdi xudng ghé, va thm céi tran
bong lurdng clia minh bang mdt miéng gié nhem nhuodc dau.

“Biio t6 ctia chau thuong khong c6 tac dong nhur thé,” Tancred néi, ngdi xudng bén canh ngudi tho rén to 16n.

“Bio t6 ctia cung!” Ba cudi buon rau voi Tancred. “D6 chi i mot phén thoi. Cai ac dang len 161 trong thanh pho nay, cung a. Bang n6 1 nhu mot bong
hoa an thit ngudi khdng 1, va tit ca ‘nay sinh tir anh chang Manffed Bloor tré tudi hiém doc. Su thi hing ctia héin ghé gém dén mirc no s& trdn 4p ching
ta, trir phi ching ta phai hm gi d6 dé chdng lai n6.”

“C6 ai biét va thanh grom ba dang rén khong?”” Tancred hoi, liéc nhin cai 4m I6n dang run riy ma Charlie quan sét ndy gio.

B Kettle nhiin vai that rd. “Ai biét dugc? Ching biét nhing gi ta im. Ai ma khong nhén ra nhitng tia lira va tiéng quai béia vong ra tir sau cdi tigmnho
cta ta, nhung chang bao lau nita hi€p si s€ ¢ thanh guom clia ngai, va ching ta s€ thay ...”

Charlie quay phét lai. “Ba Kettle! Chau khong nghii ba nén dua thanh grom cho Hiép SiDo.”
“Dicu gi khién cung nghi vay?”” trong ba Kettle ngac nhién thyc tinh.

Charlie chat vat chuyén mdi nghi ngdr ctia minh thanh 11, “Hiép s trén cau mc 40 choang do va ... va Gabriel Silk, gia dinh anh 4y gitt 40 khoac ctia Vua
Do, 4, anh ay ndi c6 ai d6 da danh cap chice 4o roi; chi€e 4o cia nha vua ay.”

“Charlie Bone!”” Ngudi tho rén nhin nd phan nd dén ndi né Iii lai dura vo cai ban dé la ligt Am. “Bi danh cip u! Muon, hay c6 18 doi lai, nhung khong bao
g0 an cap. Dicu gi khién cung noi nhur vay?”

“Chau khong biét,” Charlie ling tranh 4nh méit nghiém khéic méu ddng ctia ba. “Nhung mot thanh grom nhu thé, ba Kettle, s& bat kha chién bai phai
khong? Riii nd roi vao ban tay khong thich hop, thi n6 s€ nguy hiém vo clng.”

“N6 can phai nguy hiém, théng bé kho 4. Nhitng 1i ctia Feromel ¢ trong du ba khi ba rén thanh gwom Chinh phap thudt ctia ngai tao hinh cho khdi
thép ban dudi tay bua clia ba. Ngai di cling ba trong tirng bude clia qua trinh nay.”

“Nhung gia st hi€p sid6 1a ké mao danh thi sao?”
Ngudi phu nit mé mét nhin n6 trén trdi, khong tin nbi. “Cung nghf 13 ta khong biét u?”
“Khdng phai,” Charlie n6i yéu 6t. “Chéu chi gia str thoi.”

Ba Kettle dimg lén va lai lau mit lan nira. “Hir, néu d6 1 diéu cung dén dé noi vi ta thi cung phung phi thoi gitr ciia ta roi. Ta ¢6 vige can lim, nhu miy
cung thay rd roi day.”
Ping sau Charlie, c4i 4m sit khong 16 1 Ién nhitng tiéng u u, pha hoi mrde. Céi nip 4m niing né bin vot 1én khong, 1di roi oach xubng dat mdt cai

choang vang 6c. Charlie dlnh nhit n6 €n thi nhan théyrrrﬁt tréng chiéu trong mit nude den trong 1ong &m N6 nhin ki hon thi mt tring hrét khoi khung
canh, dé roi duoc thay thé bang mdt vong tron Itra nhap nho.



“Dimg nhin!” mdt giong ra knh, nhung anh mit ctia Charlie bi nhing hinh énh thay doi trong 4m gir chat lai. Bay gio'n6 ¢6 the thiy mdt ngudi dan ong
bén bép Itra, dang cho thém canh khé vao ngon lira. Minh dang chu du, Charlie nghi, nhung day khong phai ic. N6 tuyét doi khong duoc... chu du vo
trong do!

N6 nghe thiy tiéng nguroi ludng cubng canh béo n6. Nhing bude chan ding xa, mdt ban tay chia ra, nhung nhitng ngon tay bau chit vai n6 lai nhe ténh
nhur bui.

Bay gioy bt ddu chuyén 16n nhao, trdi heét, chuéch choac qua khong gian ma Charlie vira thich thi vira kinh hoang. Nhing gidy dau tién ctia cude hanh
trinh luén ubn dang so nhat, khi chan n6 bi hong khoi thé gidi nd da biét dé troi tudt vo thé gidi nd khong biét.

No déap xuépg dong rom chit chiiy & phia sau mdt cin phong, Mot clra s0 nho, cao trén tudng, bao tron Vﬁmg tréng tron. Anh miit Charlie ré tir mt
tréng tron dén ngudi dan ong dang nudi ngon lira. N6 chwra bao gio thay nguroi nao cao lon va vai rong dén the. O 06ng toat Ién strc manh vo song, va
Charlie hi vong 6ng ay khong thu dich, boi vi rd rang dng ¢ thé bop mdt ngudi nhu n6 de€ nhu bop mot con rép khong dugc chao don.

Anh sang duy nhat trong phong toa ra tir ngon lira nhung khi mét Charlie quen voi bong 61, n6 c6 thé thy san nha tréng tron, nhimg bure trong gach
xamxit, kit bo hong. Bén canh ngon lra 1a mit cai am sat to dung, ¢6 & dung 1a cai amma Charlie da roi vao.

Khi ngudi dan 6ng coi ngon lira, mdt dam tro bay tung mi khdp phong va Charlie hét xi.
“Long trung thanh!” ngudi dan ong thét, quay khoi dong lira. Ong trd méit nhon Charlie, chot da. “Mi 1 c4i gi? Phai la ké bon ching phai t6i do la ta?”
Charlie dtmg run Iy bay va, hing giong n6i, “Um, khong phai, thira ngai. Chau dén tir... tir, chéu i ngudi chu du.”

“Ngudi chu du?” Nguoi dan ong tha cay coi ira xubng va di vé phaid Charlie, nheo méit nhin xudng nd mdt cach nghi ngai. “Mot nguoi chu du?” Ong kip
lai. “Giong nhur ba Amoret?”

“Ba Amoret?” Tri é¢ ban loan ciia Charlie quay mdng. “Con gai Ut ctia Vua D6? Phai, chiu nghil chau 13 hau dué ctia ba.”

“Qua tang cho s6 ménh ctia ta.” Ngudi dan 6ng vam voy chop ly vai Charlie. “Hay biét ring ta i Feromel, va ddy c6 & 1 ngay cudi cing clia ta trén
doi”

“Ngiy cudi cling ctia 6ng? Tai sao?”” Charlie hbt hoang hoi. “Sao lai vay?”

“Ching mudn mot vat, nhung khong doi nao ching s& c6 n6 dau. Hay coi day!” Tir mot cai ban ¢ goc phong, Feromel nhét Ién mot cai g6i boc vai do.
Gio miéng vai ra, 6ng dé 16 mot cai gwom sang loang, Tay cam bang vang cham khéic nhiéu hinh chim mit can d4 ruby trén mdt bd cuc hinh vién kim
cuong, Thanh chin ngang mang hinh hai con bao ¢6 canh voi nhitng d6m séng bang saphia.

Nudc vang cd xura anh ngdi va vé dep ctia can gwrom trén nén vai do khién Charlie thé hdc 1én. “Cai nay ctia Vua Do phai khong a?”” n6 thi thao.
Feromel mim cuoi. “Ta tin chau 1a mdt trong nhitng ngurdi dang tin cay.”

*“Chéau hi vong minh dugc nhur vay,” Charlie nhi¢t thanh.

“Thé thi hy biét ring chinh tay nha vua da trang tri can gwom phép thudt nay. Thanh gwom da bién mét, ta hi vong s& rén mdt thanh khéc, nhung gios thi
qua tr€ ro1.”

Mot tiéng Am vang nhur tiéng sdm dong vo canh cira va Feromel thét. “Le Ién, ching ta phai gidu né di.” Ong bing qua phong, nhit cay coi lira én va
trao cho Charlie. “Hay gat ngon Itra qua bén, cdu bé, trong khi ta lam phan con lai.”

C6 hét sirc dé khong run riy, Charlie cam Iy cay cdi lira va déy nhirng canh kho dang chiy qua mdt bén.

Ong Feronel deo ddi bao tay dai bang da vao, i mdt tay nhit can gwom boc trong gbi vai Ién, cam chic, tay kia ong thoc thing ra sau ngon lira va xé
dich m6t vién gach ong khoi.

Lai mot dot dong thinh thinh x6c tai nita k}]iép canh cira dy ctia ngudi tho rén vong oan vo trong, Hoi ndng hdm hap tir ngon Iira tap vao m nude it
Charlie chay dan giva, nhung n6 thiy 10 1o hong den trong birc twong gach, va n6 nhin ban tay deo gang cta 6ng Feromel, bi Iira chay xém, déy goi vai
do vo cai hoc roi ké mit vién gach dong lai.

“Xong 101, cau bé. Cam on caul” ong Feromel thao doi ging tay chiy sémra va dim thup vo lung Charlie.

Cénh cira khong con chiu ndi strc dap tir bén ngoai nita. N6 d6 ap vao phong va ba khdi hinh khénh khang budc qua dong gd vun: mot nguoi dan ong
da, mot phuntr da 1am lam dui cui, ciing bire twrong than m ma dyng bén ngoai ngdi nha ctia ba c6 Vernetia.

Du vén hét strc hre phi thudng ctia minh, 6ng Feromel cting khong tung ndi mot et don. Ndm dim to xu ctia dng nay tung khoi nhitng than hinh d4 bao
tan, d6i chan dai ctia 6ng ngd nhao dudi cai dau bo t6i cuia than n.

‘Pidi, caubé! Hay tu ctiru minh!” 6ng Feromel kéu Ién.



Bin rin tir chi, Charlie cudng quit khong biét phai di dau. N6 bi bo lai dang sau vat duy nhét ¢6 thé dura nd trd vé - con budm tring clia n.
Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Va Séi Hoang dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon ¢ Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuwong 15

Cén grom bi gidu

Charlie gio nim tay lem lubc bd hong 1én dui mét. N6 ngwée nhin nhitng thanh xa nye sang 4nh lira 16, mong ngéng thiy dém sang nhod xiu i con buém
ctia minh. Khén thiét hy vong n6 da theo minh téi ddy.

Lii ngudi d4 hinh nhu khong thiy no. Chiing dang béan hy diét 6ng Feromel qua cam. Bi ap dao vé 56 lwong va sirc manh, ngudi tho rén quyét khong
dau hang cho t6i lic moi tia Kira ctia sur song trong Ong tit lim. Chimg kién canh trimg phat man ro ma 6ng Feromel phai chiu, Charlie phi than vao gi dan
ong da, g3 chi huo mt canh tay banh ki la gat Charlie vang bay qua can phong. N6 lui hui dimg day va hiic vao chin con my da, nhung vo ich, khac nao
cb hic @6 mot than cdy.

Birc twong than ki chia 4nh mlt tro d4, hung ton vao Charlie. Han xoay nguoi mot phat, ngang cang Charlie tir phia du6i. Charlie hong gid ngd up xubng
dat An nira, va, khi n6 nhim mit lai dau dén, mot udng sang phut qua tAm mit n6. Khoang khéc tiép theo, né trdi enh bénh.

“Charlie! Charlie!” nhitng tiéng goi tir xa tr6i dan dén.
“N6 dang chu du phéi khong? Péng I8 n6 khéng nén nhin vo cai 4m do.” Gigng nay om xom va cau kinh.
“Chéau nghi n6 dang ra khoi do kia.”

Charlie thiy minh nhin xudng mot vong nurde den nhur mure. Tir tir, n6 ngoc cai du dau nhu bia b6 Ién. Khip xung quanh n6, hang ha 4p dun nude nhip
nha nhap nhay. Anh sang tir ching tda ra chéi dén do Charlie phai nham tit nit lai d€ tranh bi 16a.

“Ngdi xuong, cau bé.”

Charlie dugc diu t6i mdt cai ghé, va nd vo cling cam kich dt than minh nhirc nhdi ctia minh xudng, Mot gurong mt to, bong nhay md hoi, di sat vao mt
0.

“Cung lm thé dé lam g, ha?” ba Kettle hoi. “Lam ching t6i sg mit me bat via.”
161, Charlie ung bing. “Né tir nhién xay ra. Ong iy can chau, nhung vo ich rdi. Chéu khong thé giop duoc gl

Tancred trao cho Charlie mdt ly nude. “Em di u dén mily thé ky luon d6, Charlie. Dong cimg tai chd. Khong déu hiéu sw song. Anh voi ba Kettle
khong sao dich chuyén em duoc.”

Charlie hop méy ngum Ion thir nuée lanh d& chiu. “O trong d6 nong dé sg,” n6 p ngap.

“O dau, cung? Cung da di d4u?” Guong mit 16n ctia ba Kettle doi di khi ba ngdi xudng chiéc ghé bén canh ghé ciia Charlie.
Hit mdt hoi that sau, Charlie n6i, “Thét ra, chau nghi minh 43 & ngay tai day, c6 ca 6ng Feromel nita.”

“Feromel?” ba Kettle bt giac chip tay vio nhau. “Cung di gip ngi?”

Charlie liéc nhin grong it hoan hi ctia ba. “Xin 16, ba Kettle. Chéu da cd, nhung v ich. Chau khong thé gitp duoc dng dy. Chau da chimg kién canh
ong ay chet. Ga dan 6ng da da gict ong ay. Su thue ma chiing ta bict [ nhw vay.”

“Chao!” Tancred ling king tht lén.

Mot quang im king kéo dai trong khi Charlie d4u tranh tr vén rong tam, khong chéc c6 nénké cho ba Kettle nghe V,é cai can gwom vang d6 hay khong
Ba I3 hiu dué ctia 6ng Feromel, duong dudng chinh chinh, ba phai biét vé s ton tai ctia n6, nhung Charlie van lan can nghi Hiép SiP6 chua chin da [
ban.

“Dimg 10 mit thodi chi thé, cung” Ba Kettle cdm ban tay Charlie, v v0. “Chéic chéin cung khong thé xoay chuyén duoc dau. Hot xiic xdc da do ra.
Bon dé tién da ra tay khi dAu 6 cung chim vo trong c4i am kia. Ba von ludn thic méc vé& né méi.” Charlie nhin theo 4nh méit ba t6i cai Amto dung, dat
trén ban. “Doi khi ba nghe thiy c6 tiéng luc duc, rdi ¢6 nhimg khi ba thé 1 ba thiy anh kra nhang 1én khoi mét nude den ciia n6. Ba Iubn tin ring cai 4m
¢b d6 phan chiéu két cyc bi tham ctia t6 tién minh. Nhung tai sao? Ba thurong tur hoi. Muyc dich ctia viée ngi luru lai ngy cudi cling ctia minh trén doi nay
la gi?”
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Charlie khong thé gidu djém sy that lau hon duoc nita. “Boi vi 6ng 4y giAu mot vat, ba Kettle a, va c6 & ong 4y hy vong, mdt ngudi chu du ndo do, gidng
nhur chau s& tro lai va thay cho 6ng dy giau nd.”

“Gidu céi g, Charlie?”” Tancred hoi.

Charlie nhin tir Tancred qua ba Kettle. “Mot can gwom Ong 4y bao n6 do chinh tay Vua Do trang tri.”

“Céi gil” ba Kettle nhay ban khoi ghé. “N6 ¢ dau, Charlie? Ong Feromel da gidu né & dau?”

“Trong 6ng khoi.”

“Ong kho6i?” ngudi tho rén hét én, chay t6i canh cira kim loai. “Thé thi & trong 16 swoi. Ba phai dap tt kra di moi duge.”

“Khong, khong,” Charlie néi. “Khong phai trong 10 swéi. N6 chi c6 mot chit lira ong 4y nhém trong cin phong”

“C6 mdt bng khoi kia,” Tancred chi mang tuong bao dng khéi ¢ déng sau mdt 1o sudi Ion bang sit.

Charlie lc dAu. “N6 & gan mit dt, vi vay n6 phéi thip hon noc 1o swoi.”

Tancred nghi hodic nhin c4i 1o sudi trong kién cd. “N6 phéi ning dén c4 tin.”

Ba Kettle khong hé bac bo diéu d6. “Pi ndo, miy cung, giip ba mit tay.” Ba budc t6i 1o sudi va bét dau giat n ra khoi bire twong,

Hai théing bé khong con céch ndo khic, phii xén t6i gitp ba. Heén k 1o sudi chua do lira, trong khi Charlie 16 tir phia mit san, Tancred git & bén trén

Charlie, va ba Kettle kéo ¢ trén dinh. Tir tir mbt bén o swdi dénh dang bét dau dich chuyén khoi tudng. khind tach ra mdt 1o hong chirng nira mét, ba
Kettle Ia 1on. “Durng lai, may cung, Ba c6 thé nhin v6 trong ong khéi dugc roi.”

Charlie ghé méit dom vo trong 1o sudi. “Mot cai 16 rat nho,” n6 nhan xét.

“Thé thi ching ta s& cho n6 to hon.” Ba Kettle di huynh huych qua canh cira sit vO xudng rén va quay trd lai hdu nhur ngay tirc khéc, Ay ra mt cai bua
thét I6n. Ep minh vo giira birc tudng va 10 sudi, ba ddy mot phat cure manh bang cip mdng to 16n ciia minh. Lo sudi i lai it nhét mot meét nita, cho ba

tho rén du chd dé quai buia vao birc tuong day éng khoi.

Ric! Chi mbt bua i du dap v& nhiing vién gach trén ong khoi. Bibao boc trong dambui den, ba Kettle dong thém mdt nhat nita. Vi nhat thir ba, mot
ddng gach ving khoi d4y dng khoi, viti ba Kettle t6i tan dau gbi.

“Aa-ha!” ngudi tho rén reo 1én chién théng, “Charlie, dén ot cung d6. Cung coi ngai Feromel da cat vat bau d6 ¢ dau.”

Dung chan ht dng gach vor ra dé Iy duong di, ba dich t6i phia sau 10 suéi va chi c4i 16 16n minh vira dap ra. “Cung nghi sao?”

Charlie khong biét phai nghi gi. N6 ¢ tudng tong cin phong t6i noi nd da gitp ong Feromel gidu can gwrom. Ligu céi nay c6 ding ki dng khoi d6?
“Timdi, Charlie!”” Sy nhiét tinh ctia Tancred thdi tung nhitng dam bui Ién khong, khién Charlie bét ho.

“Binh tinh, Tancred!” ba Kettle trach ctr. “Nay, Charlie deo cai ndy vo.” Ba trao cho nd mdt doi bao tay qua kho.

Charlie c4n than deo chiing vao. Chuyén dong ctia né cham chap va ludng Iy, boi vi dau oc né day ap modi hd nghi. C6 1& mdt vat quy nhur vay khong
bao gio duoc tim thay, nhat 13 boi mdt dira nhur nd, cai thang khong bao gio to ra ximg dang dugce cham vao vét sé hitu ctia nha vua vi dai.

“Cai gi niu cung lai vay, Charlie?” ba Kettle diu dang hoi.
“Bao tay ndy qua rong,” nd gia vo.

“H}é thi thao n6 ra. Hom nay khong c6 Iira trong dng khoi.” Ba Kettle bat cudi, Tancred ciing cudi theo. Tiéng cudi ctia ho dudng nhur lac diéu voi tinh
huong ton nghiém nay.

Charlie théio chiéc ging tay phii ra va diit xudng noc 1o suoi. N6 dang chén gat vai miu gach qua bén, rdi quy gbi xubng trude cai 16 rong trong déy ong
khéi. No co the thay gach ¢ dang sau, trét dinh lai bang nhyra duong va b6 hong. N6 chom tdi trude va ra ban tay deo ging khap bé mat bire twdng Co
mot vien gach hot Iue suc bén dudi ngon tay nd. Charlie nghi bung minh da khong nhin thay. N6 dang nghi vé tam ao choang bi mat cap. Néu Hiép STbo
12 ké trom, thi liéu 6ng ta c6 xing dugce trao cho thanh gwom than?

“Chéu khong chic phong ndy dung hay khong,” n6 noi.

“Chéc chin ma. Ngai Feromel da séng & ddy. Ngdi nha ndy hdu nhu khong thay d6i.”” Ba Kettle nhin Charlie that lau, thit xody. “Cung c6 chéic khong,
cung? Thir lan nita coi.”

Mot 1an nita Charlie ra ban tay quanh tudng. Vién gach Iong tao ra mot tiéng lich nhe, gai nguoi, nhung Charlie khong nghe théy.



“Céi gi d6?” Tancred la 1on. “Anh nghe ¢6 tiéng gi.” Cau quy gbi xudng bén canh Charlie. “Nghe nhur céi gl dang long ra.”
“Chi I voi vita thoi,” Charlie phan ddi.

Tancred khong chiu. Thd hin dAu va vai vd bén trong dng khoi, anh s soang méng trdng bang ca hai tay. “Day rdil” Anh nhc vién gach long va dem
nd ra ngoai anh sang,

“Cha!” ba Kettle ap hai ban tay to I6n vio ma minh. “Ba khong tin ndi. C gi trong d6, Charlie? Péng sau vién gach c6 gi? Mau Ién, MO xem sao,

cung.
Charlie th tay phéi v trong cai hc. Nhing ngon tay no rd tring mt trén ctia mot vt ctmg boc vai Mét mot tich tic chan chir, nd cham cham 16i cai
boc ra khoi bire twong. Bén dudi Iop bui day, miéng vai do phai mau 16 ra. Charlie thay minh khong thé tho noi. m thanh duy nhat trong can phong hinh
nhu 14 tiéng tim né dap hoi ha. N6 trao cai boc cho ba Kettle.

“Oi, Charlie!” ba thé déc. “Ba c6 nén nhan?”

“Di nhién,” Tancred ndn nao. “M& tAm véi ra. Ching ta hiy xem di.”

Phai mot ltic, ba Kettle xtic dong dén ndi khong nhiic nhich durge. Ba nhin mdt cach ton kinh c4i boc vai dy bui, 16i thin trong mo n6 ra.

Trong 4nh séang ctia phong dung 4m, i can gwom trong thm chi con 1ong 1y hon Charlie nhé. Choéng sbc dén khong thdt nén 1i, ca ba nguoi nhin anh
vang ruc 13, nhitng con chim tinh x40 va nhitng con bao can saphia.

“D6 14 vat dep nhit chau thy trong doi minh,” Tancred trdm trd.

“Khong chi dep, ma con bat kha chién bai,” ba Kettle néi. Ha thip giong dén ndi hau nhu bon tré khong nghe duoc, ba thém, “va co phép mau.”

“Nhd n6 khong khop véi thanh gurom ctia ba thi sao?” Tancred hoi, doi khi cau lai thure & mot cach déng ngac nhién.

Ba Kettle quay ngodt doi vai rong ciia ba va ra nh. “Theo bal”

Hai thing bam sat g6t ba qua canh ctra kim loai, v6 can phong ma ba goi la xudéng ren. Co mot hop kim loai dai ndm dai trén cai ban tho. Ba Kettle mo
nap hop 1én va ho ngam nhin thanh grom sang choi. Ngay ca khi chua hoan tat, n6 ciing khién m6t con ring minh chay doc song lung Charlie — trong nd
that nguy hi€ém.

Miii gwom thon dan thanh mdt dau nhon phan tréc, nhung phan chubi guom thira ra mdt dai kim loai dai chirmg mudi Em xing-ti-mét.

“Khong c6 tay cAm” Tancred nhan xét. “Y chéu n6i i n6 khong ¢6 can.”

M6t lan nira, ba Kettle md cai goi bui bimra. Ba kinh cén nhin can guom hoan my va 101, rt thin trong, ning no 1én st miit. Ngd xudng phia dudi hai
con bao cé canh, ba vui mirng thot Ién, “Pay r6i!” va quay phan dau can grom vé phia bon con trai.

Ching thy mdt khoang den & giita — mot rénh hep durgc lim dé tra cai gi nhur 1 phin dudi ctia mdt thanh guom vao.
“Charlie,” ba Kettle noi, “nhéc thanh grom lén.”

Charlie chiti hai ban tay dinh bd hng vé quan va nhe nhang nang dai kim loai mong & chudi thanh gwom Ién.

“Tét, giir chic ly,” ba Kettle ra énh.

Ba mim cudi voi ching, nhung Charlie ¢ thé théy I ba rét hdi hop, khong dam tin chéc can gwom c6 thé tra vira thanh grom “Cao Ién, Charlie,” ba
ndi, giong ba hoi run.

Charlie ndng thanh gwom Ién thém vai xang-ti-mét niva, va ba Kettle tir tir tra can gwom dai kim loai. N6 lch v khe ém dén ndi duong nhur ¢6 mdt e
hap dan kéo canh cuia nhitng con bao tr6i xuong hrdi grom sang loang,

“Puoc im dé khop nhau,” Tancred tho hét ra.

Hau nhu ddng thoi véi 16 cau ndi, mdt con gié manh ia qua san xudng rén clng voi mot tiéng thd phao phut ra tir dau do séu trong nhig bire trdng o
xua.

Charlie nhin Tancred.
“Khong phai anh,” Tancred n6i, lo Eing nhin quanh phong,

“Po I ngai Feromel,” ba Kettle bao, mot dong nude mit ngin wot it ba. “Cam on, Charlie. Ngai da yén long roi.” Ba it thanh grom gitr da hoan
chinh v6 hdp ctia né va dong nap lai.



“Chdu c6 lam gi dau, that ma” Charlie n6i, hoi bdi r6i. “N6 cir thé xay ra thoi.”
“Cung da lam nhidu im rdi, gio cung phai co gid chay thoi,” ba liéc nhin ra cira s6. “Troi t6i rdi kia, ¢6 & ching da dén roi.”
“Ai c0?” Tancred hoi, thip thom nhéc vai lén.

“Manfied va dong bon, dii ching I cai g hay Ia bat cur ai.”” Mit ba Kettle nghiém lai khi ba dan hai thing trd lai bién 4m dun mrdc. Va khi Tancred va
Charlie budc ra ngoai troi xam ti, mot tiéng thi thio trAm trAm rét vao tai chiing qua canh cira dang dong lai. “Pimg 1am gi ngu ngdc cho dén chimg ndo
Hiép Sib6 c6 thanh guwom ctia ngai.”

“Lam sao tui minh biét dwoc diéu d6?” Tancred hoi khi ching chay hdi ha trén con duong thip sang qua loa.
“C6 I8 ba Ay s& c6 thong diép nhén cho tui minh biét.”

Ca hai ting toc. Ching cam thiy nhiéu’con r;ﬁt dang dom minh qua nhing khe ctra s6 toi hi. Nhung khi ching di qua tiém ban ca, Tancred lai dimg
bude va ngude nhin ctra s6 phia trén tam bién. “Dagbert khong cd ¢ d6,” cau ndi. “Anh khdng ngiri thay miii ca.”

Charlie bud tiép toi tiémPa. N6 nheo miéit nhin v6 nhirg bong ngudi bén kia cira s6. Nguoi dan ong da ¢ do: dung y cai ga da hing h6 x6ng vo nha
6ng Feromel va nghién sy song ra khoi ong, Charlie i sung lai trurde anh nhin tro trdo ctia nhitng con it d thoi 1bi. “Tui minh ra khoi day le 1én,” né
no6i khan khan.

“Pimav,” Tancred ndi, chay t6i Charlie va 1o vurot qua no.

Khi ching di hét dudng Piminy, Charlie quyét dinh ghé tiém sach c6 Ingledew. Noi ndy gan hon dudng Filbert va, néu may mén, s& gip Ong cau Paton &
do.

Tancred lin v6 bong tdi, goi to. “Gap em ngay mai, Charlie.”
Charlie curoi mdt minh. N6 vui vé phong queo vo ngd Nha Tho Lon. Co dén con sang bén trong tiém. Charlie gb cira va hai gidy sau, Emma md ctra.
“Bo da ¢ dau vay?” con nhé hoi. “Ong cdu ciia bd & day.”

Charlie lao vi1 v6 tiém. That de chiu khi dugc bao quanh boi anh sang diu va nhing quyén sach mau nhe, duoc ddm minh vao bau khong khi dam am, va
duoc thdy Ong cau Paton tram ngdm ngo ra phia trén cap kinh nira vang tring,

“Con c6 rat nhidu chuyén dé ké cho 6ng nghe,” Charlie noi.

TAm vai liém teo rit

Billy h01 hén vé quyet dinh nghi cubi tuan trong trrdng ciia minh ngay sau khi nhu’ng dira tré khac ra vé hét. Nhin lio Weedon déng rdi cai then canh cira
nang né,n lién bi ndi co don xdm An. Gid n6 tham chi con khong c6 Rembrandt bau ban nira.Cé I& ba bép truéng da tim cach cho con chudt vo trudng,
Ngtii vay khién Billy tiroi Ién ti chiit va no tire te di tim ba bép truong,

Billy ng6 v moi caing-tin va nha bép,ké ca nha bép xanh 14 ciy ciia my Weedon-mu ta dang tip xoong ndi loang xoang xudng chd phoi bét dia cho réo
nudc.

“Ba ¢6 thiy ba bép truong dau khong?”Billy rut & hoi.
“Khong!”ngudi dan ba bi thit quét.

Vao nhitng ngay khéc,loi dap nhu thé c6 thé dudi Billy kit ciit chay di mot mrde. My Weedon ludn khién né so hii,nhung hom nay n6 van dimg chon
chan tai cho. “Ba ¢ biét ba ay ¢ dau khong?”

“Khong biét. Hom nay tao trurc”.

Billy ho mdt tiéng thic thom. “Um. Chéu s& dén ddy an t6i nhé?”

“Mot trai trimg”,mu ta ham hee. “O ddy.6 gior ding duyt. Tao khong phai hdu miy. Khong ai béo tao c4”.
“Chéu xin 161", Billy i ra.

Con hon mot tiéng nita moi t6i bita t0i. Va sau d6 B gi? Lén giudngn6 nghi. Billy di én phong ngi chung va bét diu doc lan thir néim quyén Nhing dira
tré ctia khu rimg méi. N6 dang doc t6i doan ngdi nha ctia bon tré bi chay rui,thi chot nghe ¢6 tiéng cao ctra.

“May Phiic!” Billy ving ngay ddy va chay ra mo cira. N6 mirng him khi thdy con ch6 gia dén ndi quy thup xubng ma 6m chdm Ky con cho.

“Ba bép truong dau?” Billy hoi,bang tiéng ut it trdm tram



“So!”May Phuic sua.

“Tao biét. Ba 4y so thing nguoi ca. Nhung ba dy dau?”

Péu May Phiic guc ril.

“Ba dy O trong phong ctia ba ¢ canh Pong ha?”

Con cho gia th kho khé-hay 1 né tho dai?Billy khong chic. “Bitui minh di tim nio”.

Billy khong bao gior biét ctra nao,trong bao nhiéu ctra & tAng bon, a phong ctia ba bep truong,nhung né biét chilc May Phiic s& dan minh dén ding ctra.
Sau khi leo 1én hai day cau thang va di 1o md qua méy cai hanh lang t6i,d6i Am,cudi ciing ching tdi mdt canh cira khong son phét,co mot doi gidy di bo
nho dat bén ngoai.

Billy g5 cira. Khong 101 dap. N6 mo ctra kéu mdt cdi ket va ngd vo. Mot chiéc tap dé sach s& ndm trén mot cai giuong ngan ndp. Trong phong ¢ ghéti
ngan kéo,va tii dung chén dia. MOt tam tham mon xo xéc bén canh girong I thir duy nhat lam ém ban chén tran dudi san 16t van nirt ne. Mot doi dép I
dat & cudi gurong, Trong con moi.

Billy nhin May Phtic. “Tao khong tin ba bép truéng sdng trong cin phong nay”,nd néi bang mdt tring stia nhe ma nd biét May Phiic hiéu.

Phan (g duy nhét ctia May Phiic i nghiéng dAu.

“Gi d6? Trong may lo Fing viy,May Phic. C6 gi méy chura ndi vi tao. Hay I tui minh khong con J ban nita?”

“Ban!Ban!Diing”, May Phiic sta. “Tron tini”

“Puge. Tui minh s& choi sau”.

Trén tim Ja trd choi May Phiic ura thich nhét,bdi vi n6 choi trd ndy cure giol. Miii nd uon dan théng t6i chd Billy nip. Mic diythinh thoang, dé thém phén
Kkhich,n6 gia bo khiru giac ctia né tam thoi khong theo y nd.

Billy va May Phiic choi trong nhitng hanh lang ving king va nhitng phong ngi chung cho t6i gin 6 gid,khi Billy voi va xudng cang-tin xanh 14 cdy.
Qua trimg dang doi nd-mdt qua trimg lude lai,chong cho trén dia,bén canh mdt lat banh mi mong dinh. Mot mau gidy trén ban nhiic: “An xong rira dia”.

Billy boc qué trimg lanh ngit ma nghi dén nhiing qué trimg long dao néng hoi ngoai Maisie don cho n6 khi nd ¢ nha Charlie. May Phic rau rf chu chyc
nhin Billy an qua trimg ngudi va miéng banh mong.

“Ngon?”con ché gia nua hoi.

“Kinh ton?”,Billy néi. N6 di vo bép,rira dia xong rdi it Ién chd Gp bat.
“Gi tiép?” Billy hoi May Phiic.

“Trdn tim”, May Phiic d4p

Thé van hon ngdi chdc ngde mdt minh trong phong ngi chung,

May Phiic xi di trdn trude. Ching bat dau ¢ tién sanh. Billy nhém it lai, dém dén mdt trim. N6 c6 thé nghe tiéng mong chin May Phiic lach cach di lén
cau thang chinh. Téi chiéu nghi Billy chac chan tiéng mong ay queo trai,sau d6 ching hoa tan vao bau tinh mich bao trim khap toa nha.

“Mt trant”, Billy ndi trong 1ong ngwe,va né bt dau di lén cu thang,

May Phiic khong thé ndo md duoc cira va né ciing hiém khi mét cong dong cua lai, thé cho nén Billy bo qua nhitng canh cira dong im im & Ju hai va lau
ba. Chi c6 cac budng tim i May Phiic ¢ thé v dugc, nhung khong budng tim ndo ¢ no ca.

Trong khi i ach leo lén mdt trong rét nhiéu cau thang, Billy chot nhén ra minh dang huéng lén gic méi, va lp tirc timno thot lai. Lao Ezekiel da timg hay
cho n6 s6-cd-la trong mot can phong thap den khi ¢ trén gac mai. Lao ding s6-c6-la d¢ phinh pho Billy va hira chéng lau nita cha me tir t&,t0t bung s&
dén nhan no lam con nudi. Co diéu hg khong bao gio dén. Va s6-co6-la va nhiing 161 hira cting hét khi Billy két ban véi Charlie Bone.

Billy én t6i dinh cau thang va hit ngiri khong khi. Mii 6 thiu va 4am mbc. Nhitng bong dén khi it trong Iong sit toa anh sang i miyrun rdy xubng hanh
lang hep.

“Minh s& khong t6i 46 dau” Billy tur nhi. Nhung 101 n6 thdy mot cai bong vut qua mot canh cira khép ho. Tao s& cho miy thém mot co hdi nira, May
Phtic, n6 nghi,va né kiéng got,ron rén hét sirc,vd can phong toi thui dang sau canh cura.

Thét ngac nhién, Billy nhan thiy san nha ctia can phong dugc thip sang bang nhimg hang 4nh sang mong manh. Thi ra 1 nhitng khe nirt dudi van san cii



da dé cho anh séng tir cain phong phia dudi roi 1én. To md mudn biét cai gi dudi y, Billy can thin ném sap xuong san va hé mdt mét vo mot 16 hong Ion.
Cénh turong trong thay khién n6 thd hoc én kinh hai.

Thing ngay bén dudi nd,Manfred Bloor dang ndm trén ghé x6 pha boc nhung d6. PAu hin gbi én mot cai gél lya va mit hén phi kin trong bay bo méu
cam. C6 nén tiéng thé hc nira, Billy chong mét ngd nhitng sinh vat nho li ti dang bo lic nhic. Bén dudi chuyén dong on oai clia ching, bo mt tai mét
cau Manfied dang bién d6i. Néu Billy c6 thé tin vao mt minh, thi nhitng vét seo ciia Manfied dang mo di.

“Bo phép thuat”, Billy thi thim mdt minh.

Lo do, run ly béy, Billy ngoc dau Ién, nhung trurde khi nd kip dimg day, ¢6 tiéng quét thio & ctra. “Ching ta ¢6 gi & ddy thé nay?”

“Mot thing do thani”, van cai giong lanh budt do.

Bit thinh finh mot tAm vai liém mau xAm ma quai bay vé phia Billy, d6t xémn6 trong nhirng nép gip xi kh01, bop nghet nd cho t6i khi nd cam thdy minh
khong bao gt thé lai duoc nita, dimnd vd bong t6i khong gi xuyén thing, imné diéc béi hang ngan bau thinh king, ghim chit né xudng san trong mot

mang hurdi thép.

Mot 1at sau, khi Billy khong chéc minh ¢, nd con sdng khong, n6 ngiri thiy, qua cai 1ong xit khoi, mot miii ché khong thé sai dugc.
“May Phuc”, Billy khot khet, “May d6 ha?”

Pép lai chi 14 tiéng tru tuyét vong, ching c6 nghia gl ddi véi Billy. Tiép theo 1 mdt trang gir, stia va réng. Billy khong hiéu Iy mot tir ndo.
“Ctru tao véi,May Phiic”,né néi khan dac. “Kéo céi khing khiép niy ra khoi nguoi tao”.

N6 chd, khong con tiéng stia, khong tiéng tru, khong tiéng u tr lubn, va Billy biét con ché gia khu da bo roi minh.

N6 khong thé hiéu minh, Billy nghi, va minh khong thé hiu n. Bon chiing dénh cip tai phép cta minh roi, thir duy nhét minh o, thir duy nhét khién cude
d6i minh dang song,

Trong cén phong bi mat ctia minh bén du6i khu nha bép, ba bép trudng bumng tinh sau mjt glac ngu chp chon. ba ling ming nghe thiy tiéng cho rén i
dAng xa. Ba lién ra khoi giwong, x6 dép 16 v va mo cira phong ngi ra. Tiéng rén ri van tiép din, gin va khén cép.

Ba bép truong nhan cong tic va anh dén diu diu soi r& mdt phong khacha amcung Nhirng chiéc ghé banh thoai mai c6 gdi cang phong qudy quanh Io
suoi nho. Céc bire tudng treo day nhitng hinh anh sinh dong, va d6 gdm str vién vang lip la Ap lanh nhur an G tir trén céc ké cta chiée tii i cd xura bing

0 sOi.

Ba bép truong bang qua phong khach va mo canh cira nho trong goc phong. Mot budng t6i hién ra. Ba md mit canh ctra nira & cubi budng, thi thdy may
Phtic ngdi dudi chin cau thang. Qua 1 ciin phong ciia ba bép trudng curc ki bi mit.

“Um,gl d6?” ba bép truéng ngap. “Chic 1a mi danh thirc ta ddy ching vi cai gi hét”,

May Phiic stia. Ba bép trudong khong thé n6i duge ngdn ngir ciia né, nhung ba nhan ra vé cap béach trong tiéng stia.

“Thé thi vo mau di, d6 ché dugc ban phiic”.

May Phiic khong mubn vo. N6 quay lung lai va bit dau niing ninh di Ién cau thang,

“Ta khong di theo mi vao gid ndy dém hom dau”, ba bép trudng thi thao, hoi buc minh.

Con ché gia ngoai lai nhin ba va tru Ién mdt tiéng ni non, ba bép trwéng linh cam c6 gi khong on rdi.

“Thé thi chd mdt phit”, ba trd lai phong ly 4o choang. Miic 40 xong, ba dut cay dén pin vo tii va di theo May Phiic qua hai canh cira, can than dong lai
ting canh sau lung. Khi leo 1én cau thang ba ti trach minh sao ngé ngAn qua. Chéc chin c6 gi md am dang dién ra trong hoc vién Bloor. Ba da thiy
thiing ngudi ¢4 va Dorcas Loom bing qua chiéu nghi, vao lic tit ca bon tré da vé nha tir lau.

C6 hai 161 di v0 cin phong bi mit ctia ba bép trudng. Mot bit diu & budng dé chdi trong nha bép, nhung May Phiic tim mot K trinh d& lot qua hon. Lén
t61 dau cau thang, ba bép truong di theo n6 qua mot hanh lang, dan vong véo, t6i tan mit canh ctra cure nho. Bén canh cira c6 mbt 6 van op trong bi
bong bang diing kich thuée mbt con cho dé cho May Phiic chui ra chui vao. Ba bep truong nhuén mot bén may. Ba da lén ki ke tir giang sinh va nhat
dinh s& khong dé bi ket trong bét cir 6 ctra danh cho ch6 ndo. Ba mo canh cira nho ra va day khé mot cai tu chen ngay truée n6. Ep minh lich qua gira
céi i va canh ctra, ba bép truong vo mdt hanh lang trai thAm May Phiic dang cho ba san.

“Gity sa0?”” ba bép trudng hoi con chod gia.

May Phiic phong vot di, & tudi tac va kich thude ciia n6 thi khong thé phi nhanh nhur thé duoc. Ba bép truéng voi va theo sau. Khi May Phic t6i khu

vire gac mai ron ngudi, ba bép trudng di cham lai. Ba bét dau cam thiy lo so. Bat cir phut ndo, ba nghi, Lord Grinwald ciing s& x0 ra vo Iy minh voi
nhitng sai chan kinh hoang trong d6i tng khong tham nurée ctia han. “May Phuc”,ba réon rén goi, “Khong di nita”.



Nhung con ché gia lai ting toc, vay la ba bép trudng chic chan co mot dira tré dang gap nguy, ba lién nhé lai 1oi tur hira ctia minh-giit can bang giira anh
sang va bong t0i, gitra Iii tré nghiéng vé quy st va nhitng dra tré lun ao wde dieu tot dep cho nhau. Tai phép ctia ba bép trurdng 14 gin gilr sur yén binh.

Cubi ctng ho t6i hanh lang théip dén khi. Gur khé mjt tiéng, May Phiic di vo can phong t01 mo. Ba bép truong di vai bude vo phong thi va tring mdt cai
dong ndm dudi san. Chiéu cy dén pin ctia minh xudng san, ba bép trudng thiy cai diu tring cia Billy Raven bén dudi mdt chiée khin quang trong nhur
tAm hrdi xam.
“Billy!” ba bép trudng voi quy xudng va hdi ha théo tim vai mém b st thén ra.
Mot giong néi tir hanh lang ndi Ién. “Toi s& khong 1am thé néu t6i 1 ba”.
Ba bép trudng bat phit ddy va quay ra. Anh sang tir cau dén pin ctia ba chiéu rd hai khudn mit quen thudc:Dagbert Endless va Dorcas Loom.
“Tyi bay lam gi & d4y?” ba bép trudng nat. “Tui bay da im gi thing nho i nghiép nay?”
“Cho dang doind” Dorcas noi.
“Déng doi? Pang doi cai gi? Con bé doc 4c”, ba bép truong thét 1én. Ba camnhan con miét ctia Dagbert dang xody v minh va thiy chan minh min ra )
nhu thach. Ba hi vong den khi leo kt, khong du cho thang d6 thay rd gwong mit minh, nhung ri thay, chinh diéu d6 khién cho ba thém tré hon, va n6 bat
dau nhén ra nhitng déc diém cla ba.
“T6i biét ba thi phai?” Dagbert ré ra.
“Tat nhién, ta 1 ba bép trudng”, ba quat.
“Khong, y t6i 1 cach ddy lau im kia. Toi da nhin thay hinh ctia ba ¢ dau d6”. N6 cudi. “Cha i co no™.
“Dlmg néi nham”, ba bép truréng la nb, rdi thém, “Cha ciia mi dang am gi?”
“Ong 4y da tr vé phurong Béc. Ong dy khong thich noi ndy B’
Ba bép trudng khong tin né. “Bi nhii di”, ba béo n6, “trong khi ta chim séc thing bé toi nghiép nay”.
“CAmba 1am thé”, Dorcas ndi mdt cach cay nghict.
“Diing,ba bép trudng, DE mic nd d6”. Dagbert xan x0 tién mdt budc vé phia ba.
“Di ngli ngay lap trc”, ba ra lénh.
ngi”, bon ching giéu cot. “KHONG. KHONG BI”,

Bit chot, ba bép trurong thiy mot bong nguoi i Iy déng sau dam tré. Suyt nita thi ba danh roi cdy dén pin vi sg hdi. Chéc mam Lord Grinwald dang
pham pham di toi. Nhung khong phai.

“BON BAY HAY LAM NHU BUQC BAO!” giong ngudi d6 gim vang,

Pdng thoi hai dira tré bi tim ¢ 40 va gidt manh ra sau.

Ba bép trudng nhc cay dén pin Ién mdt chit. Ba mim cudi vira ngac nhién vira nhe nhdm ca ngudi. “Gido sur Saltweather!”

“Chao ba bép truong!” gido swr Saltweather giir hai dtra tré quiy dap chi bang mdt nim tay vimg chic. “Dam tré ndy qudy ray ba phéai khong?”
“Ding thé. Bon ching da lim c4i gi khing khiép Fim v6i Billy Raven dang thuong nay”.

“Thing d6 6n xwong”, Dagbert rdng gio. “Ong khong biét ong diy vao cai gi dau, db ngbe gia”. N6 co gity dap mdt phét thing canh v dng quyén gido
sur Saltweather.

“Thodi ngay!” 6ng thiy day nhac gim

“Toi s& lam diéu toi thich”, Dagbert the thé. “Chiing t6i duoc phép 161"

“Khong phai voi ta”, gido sur Saltweather noi. “Nao,hdy tro lai cai giwong khdn khd cia ching méy di”.
Tha Dagbert va Dorcas ra, ong ddy ca hai dira mot phét vé phia cau thang,

Dagbert dimg i lom tai chd. N6 trimg d6i mit thiy quéi ra nhin gido su Saltweather. Mot kin miy lun cudn bao quanh vi gido sur va bt dau tran Bp
hanh lang, Tham chi ca Dorcas cling 1do dao Iui lai,ho dit doi.



Ba bép truong thiy minh khong the thd ndi. May khoi xc xudng p day phoi ba va, néu ba 6 thé tin v mat minh, ¢6 ¢4 boi xuyén qua tdng va tao
bién léu phéu trong dong nirde xanh luc khap xung quanh ba. L& nao nude dang Ién tdn gac mai? ba ty hoi.

“THOI NGAY!” tiéng quét nhur sdm rén.

Gio su Saltweather xem ra khong hé suy suyén truée in miy ngat thé va nhitng hinh anh nuée.
Dagbert phot ra cudi ghé ron. “Ong s& chét dudi”.

“Ta khong thé chét dudi!”

Ba bép trudng khong chéic nhitng gi minh da nghe. Nhitng 1i tram sau d6 quay quay trong dau ba. Khong thé chét dudi. Khong thé chét dubi. Khong
thé chét dudi. Ba nhén thay nhitng con ca dang mo di, tao bién héo quét lai va lan miy tan loang,

Dagbert dimg ¢ hanh lang, trong hoang mang. Mot con Dorcas khiép dam quip chit tay no.
“Di ngli”, gido sur Saltweather ra lénh, Jn ndy véi giong diém finh, ranh 15.

Hai dira tré cung clic quay dAu va chay bién xudng cau thang,

“Lam sao thay lam thé duoc”, ba bép trudng ngd vire hoi.

“Khong phai tr dung ma tén t6i la Saltweather”, vi gido su cuoi dap.

“Om”, ba bép truong hit that sau va nhin ddm dim vo grong méit phong tran va méi toc tring lop phop nhur bot song cia gido sur. “Ong 1a mot...mdt
nguoi trong chiing t6i?”

Gido su Saltweather mim miéng lai va dat mt ngén tay lén moi. *“Toi thich khong ai biét hon. Chinh xac, t6i khong phai I nguoi duge ban phép thuat,
nhung t6i 6 quyén ning & nhitng finh virc nhat dinh”. Ong xoa hai tay vao nhau. “Nao,ching ta hily giai phong chii bé nay khai tinh thé khé chiu ctia nd
nao”.

Tém vai liém xam khong d& dang bi €0 di. N6 cir bam Jay nhing ngon tay cua ba bép truong va quén quanh 6ng tay 40 ctia gido su Saltweather. Nhiéu
lan ho boc 16p soi khoi dAu Bily, dé rdi lai thiy mot 16p khac bo 1én, Bp viii thing bé xudng nita. Nhung méii gido sur ciing gom durge nhig lon chi sau
ctng va ndm chét cai thir xdm ngoét kinh hoang trong tay minh.

“Céi ndy, t6i tin i thir ma nguoi ta goi B tAm vai liém teo rit””, dng ndi chéc nhur dinh dong cot. “Né teo rit ¥ nghi hon 1 teo rit vat rin”,

“N6 duoc dét ma thanh”, ba bép truong quan sat. “Bang kim loai rat 1on”,

“Mot tai phép ma Dorcas thira hudng tir mdt trong nhirng t6 tién hiém ac cia n, khong nghi ngd”. Gido sur Saltweather vo tron tAm vai lai nhur qué banh
va diit vo tii quan. “Toi s& tinh s6 n6 sau’”.

Ba bép trudng quy xudng bén canh Billy. “Né tinh rdi,con chudt con nay”.
“Chuyén gi thé?” Billy rén ri. “Con dang tim May Phiic thi...rdi thi...”
“Tbt nhét khong nghi vé né nita, Billy”, ba bép trudng diu dang,

Khong mdt i, gido su Saltweather ctii xudng va bong Billy lén. “Chiing ta ¢6 thé mang n6 di dau, ba bép truong? Khong nén dé thang bé mdt minh dém
nay”.

“Theo 6", ba bép trrdng ndi, “nhung dng khong bao gids dwroc ndi véi ai vé noi t6i s& dan ng t61”
“Subt doi, khong bao gido!” gido sur noi.
Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Va Séi Hoang dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 16
Cudc Gidi Ciru Bt Dau

Rang séng thir Hai, trdi x4im va lanh budt. Troi t6i dén ndi ngoai Maisie phai thiip tat ca dén trong nha lén.


http://ebookfull.net

Noi Bone thirc ddy s6m hon thirdng 16. “Ba thira biét chuyén gi xay ra khi thing em ta xuét hién ma,” my hanh hoe tir chiéc ghé xich du bén 1o sudéi. “ Tt
ca bong deén s€ nd tung,”

“Toi s& lo liéu hét khi né xay ra,” ngoai Maisie néi, “nhung t6i khong thé néu chéo trong bong t6i.”

Charlie con nghe thiy ho 1i qua tiéng lai trong khi n dang danh ring trong budng tim. Liic nd trd lai phong minh, 6ng cau Paton goi khé qua cira phong
ong, “Vo day, Charlie. Ching ta ndi chuyén.”

Charlie nhin vd phong ctia 6ng cau. Ong dang ngdi bén ban viét. Ngon nén diit bén canh dng sdp chay hét. Charlie ¢6 cam giac I hinh nhur 6ng ciu chura
hé ng chit ndo. Girong ctia 6ng chit toan gidy 1 gidy.

“ Con phai nhanh Ién,” Charlie thép thom, “kéo khong con tré xe buyt truong mét.”
“Viée nay khong lau dau. Vo day roi khoa cira lai.”
Charlie m nhur 6ng cau bao va dén dimg canh ng. “Ong c6 ngi khong vay, Ong cau Paton?” nd hoi.

“Qué ban” Ong c4u Paton phay tay. “Nhung xong tit c4 r6i, Charlie. Ta rit hai long vé minh. Ta da xoay x4 lién lac dugc voi ong Bartholomew Bloor
va...”

“Naren?”” Charlie kéu Ién. “Ho ¢ dau?”

“Suyt!” Ong cau Paton ra Iénh. “ Bé bé cai miéng lai. Ho ¢ déu khong quan trong. Ta biét vai chd hdi xura 6ng Bartholomew hay lui tdi va ta yéu cau gia
dinh Brown gifp ta tim 6ng 4y. Ho la nhirng thim tir tu kién tri vo clng, va chang méy chdc ho da do timduoc. Barth Ia nglrmrat kin k&, nhung 6ng ay
dong y tro gitp. Chgec xe thing ctia ong Ay s& chd bén cu- cdy ciu d4, khong phéi cai thanh sét tam bo chét ngudi Ay dau. Ong Ay s& chd cho t6i khi
binh minh néu c6 thé.”

“Gén cay cau,” Charlie Iap lai, ¢6 kim ngép.

“Bén man Béc. Dudi hang cdy.” Ong cau Paton nhin sat v mit Charlie. “ Con c¢6 nghe ki khong? Con dinh phong thich cu bé ngudi s6i vao dém nay
char gi?”

“Ding. Bing a.”

“Julia va ta da nghién ciru k§ cang, va ding nhur 101 dng Onimous da n6i v6i con. C6 mot 16i ngdm tir hoc vién dan t6i dong song. N6 tro ra mdt bai cy
nho phia trén trién song, Ta chac chin gia dinh Bloor ciling bict nd, cho nén con phai can than, Charlie. Con di mdt minh ha?”

“Khong a. C6 Tancred va Lysander di cing. Ca Billy nita, boi vi né biét ndi chuyén voi thi.”

Ong cau Paton nhin xudng dbng gidy to trén ban minh. Mt 6ng that khéc khé. “Ta cam théy ta khong nén cho phép con tham gia viéc nay, Charlie. Cuc
ky nguy hiém Néu c6 gi xdy dén vdi con...ta khong thé trdng tuwrong ndi minh s€ an no6i theé nao voi ba me con. Nhung...”

“Nhung déng nao con ciing im” Charlie n6i.

“Ta biét vay,” Ong cdu Paton tho dai, “ Cho nén ta da ¢ hét sirc minh kha di gitip cho con d& dang hon phén no. Ta wéc gi minh ¢6 mit ¢ d6, nhung
ta qué 10 1iéu, vi lai tai phép ca ta...” dng mim cudi phién mudn.

“Nhitng vu nd bong dén duong s& lam tiéu tan cude choi,” Charlie vui vé noi.
Ong cau Paton git ddu budn b. “Nén nhé, ong Bartholomew s& chd & man Béc cdy ciu. Me ciia Asa ciing ¢ do... va mdt ngudi nita.”
“Aithé a?”

“Um Ciing hoi phire tap, nhung khong thé tranh duoc. Chdng cia ba ¢ Venetia, ong Shellhorn, da lién lac véi ta dém qua. Ong Ay biét tén ta thong qua
6ng Onimous.”Ong cau Paton i cam trong khi Charlie nong 1ong ling nghe.

“Ong Shellhorn quyét dinh phai trén khoi ba ¢6 ctia con— d6 | ¥ nguyén dirt khoat cua 6ng ta, viloi ich ctia con gai ong 4y. Con bé khong an toan trong
ngo6i nha kinh khing d6. Vi vdy, ho cting nhau tim dudng t6i quan Ca Phé Thu Kiéng va 6ng Bartholomew s€ don ho.”

“Con Eric?” Charlie hoi.

Ong c4u Paton lic }iﬁu “Ong Shellhorn bat dég di phai dé lai con trai. Thing bé d thay d6i hoan toan. Xemra n than phyc ba ¢ Venetia, dé n6 can
du vao cudc dao tau bi mit nay la qua nguy hiem.”

“Birc tuong than n!” Charlie la 1én. “Ho s& khong bao gior qua duoc hén dau.”

“Birc turong than Iin bién 16i, cung,”



Charlie thé héc. “Sao dugc? N6 nang ca tAn ma.”

“Ba tho rén ban cﬁq con 1a mot phu nit manh phi thuong,” f)ng céu Paton ndi. “Birc tugng than Ion da bi khoa lai rdi, va néu Eric khong biét chia khoa &
dau thi n6 khong thé 1am cho btrc twong chuyén dong,”

“Phi il Ong Bartholomew Bloor s& chd tit ca ho di dau?”

“Di rat xa, t61 noi ma ho c6 thé an toan. Ma con biét diy, ong Bartholomew Bloor 1 ngudi gioi nhat trén doi vé viéc nay.”

Bit chot c6 tiéng gd ctra ram ram. “May 6 trong d6 ha, Charlie?”” n6i Bone la quang quéc, lay canh canh tay ndm ctra. “May tré xe buyt bay gio.”
Ong cau Paton tron mit va ddy nhe Charlie ra phia cira. “A ndy,” ong thi thio. “Con phéi cin dén Olivia nita.”

“Tai sao?”” Charlie n6i to.

“Pé danh lac huéng” giong 6ng cau Paton khé dén ndi Charlie gan nhur khong nghe thiy. “Ao giac. Nhimng chiéc xe thing tréing.”

Tir dudi lau trét, ndi Bone thét om sdm. “Sao tao phéai mat cong lo cho may tré xe buyt chir, thing ngu kia?”

Charlie curdi toe toét, mé cira phong 6ng cau Paton va nhay xudng chiéu nghi. “Xong ngay ddy,” n6 hét vang nha.

Charlie khong nhan ra sy thay ddi ¢ Billy cho t6i khi gios nghi giai lao dau tién. Thing bé dang ngdi trong phong dé 4o khoac, doc séch, khi Charlie thiy
16.

“T6i nay anh mudn n6i chuyén voi em, “Charlie noi.

“Sao vay?” Billy hoi.

“Chiing ta s& giai ciru Asa va diéu quan trong 1 phéi tinh toan thoi gian.”

“Vaya?”

“Billy, em c6 khoe khong?”” Charlie ci xudng thing bé bach tang,

“Em khong biét. Em vira trai qua mot ky cudi tuan la im. Em dang choi trén tim v6i May Phiic thi...rdi thi...”
“Thi sao?”

“Em khong biét. Khi em tinh dy trong phong ngi chung séng nay, em khong con nhd iy mot didu gi da xay ra.”
Charlie ngdi xubng bén thing bé. “Em cam thiy on chir.”

“Em 6n. Ngoai trir mdt diéu 1 em khong con hiéu May Phtic nita, va n6 ciing khong hiéu em.” Billy d6ng quyén sach lai. “Charlie, anh nghil coi ¢6 truc
trac gi voi muong thu? Hay 1a em da mat tai phép cua minh r6i?”

“Khong dau Billy. Anh cin em ni chuyén v6i Asa.”
“0,” Billy bdi réi. “Dé em cb. Anh s& danh thirc em day khi téi ic chi?”
“Di nhién.”

Phong dé 4o khoéc xanh da trdi bét diu ddy bon tré v Charlie két thiic cau chuyén. N6 dira sin, & d6 n6 thy Tancred va Lysander song bude di
loanh quanh. Cac anh dirng lai khi thay Charlie, va Lysander ha thap giong hoi. “Emda quyét dinh démnay a, Charlie?”

“Phai 1a dém nay thdi,” Charlie bao, “ bdi vi co nguroi s& chd don Asa.”

“Hay,” Tancred ndi. “Cang som cang t6t. Nhung hy nh6, anh nghi ching ta nén chd t6i qué nira dém. Anh thirdng thiy dén trong khu gia dinh Bloor
sang t6i 1 gio sang,”

“Vay thi 2 gio,” Charlie noi.
“Em c6 thirc ddy ndi khong?” Lysander hoi.
“Ba em cho emmdt chiéc déng hd deo tay khi ba di nghi. N6 c6 bao thire.” Charlie tur hao khoe chiéc dong hd mit den c6 vong sé sang choang,

“Oa!” Tancred 4n can noi. “Qué 4n twong. Anh hy vong n6 khong dung ca phong ngii chung déy.”



“Em c6 chéc | mudn Bim viée nay khong, Charlie?” Lysander bat chot nghiém séc mit. “Anh khong trach emnéu em hoan tat ca lai. O dudi d6 trong
béng t6i khong dé dau.”

“Va Asa c6 thé cin chét em” Tancred ndi khé.

Charlie curdi toe toét, méc du lic do, 4y I didu cudi cing n6 mubn Bm. “Hai anh s& & dau?”

“Anh s& canh chimng Manfied, con n6 s& d6i pho voi Dagbert.” Lysander hit dau vé phia ciu ban toc vang

“Vay em s€ khong con phdi lo gi nita, hen gap lai démnay.”

Khi Charlie b trér vo trudng n6 thay mdt top tré xim quanh Joshua va hai chi em sinh doi. Joshua bj bam den quanh mit, cai mii ctia mt dira trong
hai chi em sinh d6i chuyén mau xanh duong, va dira kia quan mdt cudn bang thun t6 bo trén tran. Joshua chi Charlie, va dam tré quay lai, nhin né tran
tran.

Charlie Véy tui nd mit cai vui ve.

Trong bira trua Charlie thay chon chao trong bung; né gan nhur khong an duoc gi Sudt thoi gian con lai trong ngay, tim né dép don dap, tay lanh todt va
1h6p nhap md hoi; dén tiét hoc cudi cing, mon tiéng Phép, n6 thiy that phién ha, hai ddu gdi ctr dap vao nhau. Minh khong so,nd tyr nhil

Fidelio nhoai v& phia né. “Sao vdy,Charlie?”

“Im ang!” c6 Tessier ning,

“Dé sau s& ndi,” Charlie tham thi.

“IM LANG!” ¢6 Tessier rong lén.

Charlie loay hoay méi mdi giip dwoc mdt minh Fidelio trong phong ngi chung trude bira tdi. N6 ké tat tat cho ban nghe.
Fidelio cau may lo ling, “Anh di vdi emnhé, Charlie? Anh khong yén tim vi em véi Billy c6 mot minh dudi d6 véi con thi hoang...”
“Asa chura thanh thi hoang,” Charlie ndi.

“Lam sao em biét? Anh ta [ thi it nhat hai tuin nay roi. Anh ta rit hung dit. Sao em khéng bo cude di, Charlie?”

“Asa d3 lidu tht ca moi thir dé ctru em,” Charlie n6i ranh 15. “Em khong thé dé anh 4y.... chét mon.”

Fidelio nhiin vai. “Thoi duge. Anh s& dé mit t6i Dagbert néu no thirc gidc.”

0, thé ndo n6 ciing thire,” Charlie ndi.

Van con mdt nguoi nita Charlie phai méc ndi. Olivia. Fidelio khing khéing doi di dén phong ngii chung ctia ni v6i Charlie, kéo * coi chimg em dam sim
VO ba giamthi & d6”.

Dling vay that. Ba ta dang dtmg ngay bén ngoai phong ngi chung ctia Olivia, trén tay 6m ddng khén trai giwrdng, “Tui bay cAm duoc vo dy”.
“Chdu chi muron mdt quyén sach thoi,” Charlie noi.

“Di i, khong muron mice gi hét,” doi miit den hi ciia ba ¢6 Lucretia khoa chit vo mét Charlie. “Ta da nghe rat nhidu chuyén phién phirc vé miy do,
Charlie Bone. Chung tao ai nay déu kinh tom vi my ra néng noi ndy. Hir, voi mt thang cha nhu cha may thi ai ddmmong...”

“Y ba 14 sa0?”” Charlie hét tréng 1én, ndm chit tay lai. “Cha t6i déng gid hang trim ngudi Yewbeam.”
“Hén |a mot Yewbeam, db ngu. It ra d6 1 mdt diéu vot vat.” Ba ta mim cuoi cay doc khi Charlie gio ném tay Ién.
“Charlie!” Fidelio chdp canh tay cta nd. “Tyi minh ra kho dy di.”

Chiing vira dinh quay ra thi canh cira diéing sau ba gidm thi xich m va Olivia thd dau ra. “Chéo, Charlie. T& ¢6 quyén sach déng y muon rdiné,” con
nho ndi, huo huo quyén sach day chia dong tir tiéng Phép.

Ba c6 Lucretia budc khdi canh ctra. “Nghe trdm 1a thoi quen xAu xa,” ba ta nat nd. “Xuéng 1Au mau, I tui bay.”
Bon ching sudng qua dén tudng nhu khong tuan lénh duoc.
Trong phong v& réng ménh mdng, Charlie vach ké hoach ctia nd cho Olivia biét.

“Té thich di véi ding ay hon.” Mt con nhod anh Ién tia dit dan. “Té nmudn biét dudi d6 thé nao. Khong chimg cé kho bau...d6. Pang dy dinh mic



Pyjamas 4. C6 can ting cao su khong, t¢ nghi c6 thé 16i di 4y dan t6i song.”

“Liv, im nghe di d4,” Fidelio nhéc nho. “Em c6 viée dé am”

“A, cai g?” Olivia byc doc. N6 khoanh tay lai cho doi.

“Tao 4o anh. Liv. D6 14 tht ca nhitng g t6 cAn & bd. TG khong can bd chui xudng dat.”

“O1.” Olivia thit vong thiy 15. “Dang iy mudn ¢6 a0 anh & dau?”

“Toan thanh phd. T6 biét Manfred dang cho diéu gi d6 sép xdy ra. Han biét 6 s& 0 ctru Asa, nhung hiin khong biét | khi ndo. Han thdm chi con khong
bié} Ia t'('r da biet cho Asa binhot.”” Charlie liéc nhin vé mét mat kién nhan ctia Olivia, chot trong dau nd bat ra y nghi muon thoai ui. “That ra t¢ khong
bict chic. Té chi doan dua vao 101 ctia 6ng Onimous thoi.”

“Cong voi linh cam ctia emnita,” Fidelio dong vién. “Linh cdm mach bao em, dung khong?”’

“Phai, linh cam.”” Nhung linh cam ciing mach bao Charlie réing nd khong biét Asa & d4u d6 sau bén dudi hoc vién hay 1 & sau tubt trong bong tdi den kit
xa khoi phong phuc trang. Chi la doan i hoa thoi.

“Vay ddng 4y mudn 4o anh g?”

Giong réo rit ciia Olivia kéo Charlie tr vé trai dét. “Xe thing, Liv. Nhimg chiéc xe thing nhé miu tring, hoi xap x&.” N6 rang hét sirc md ta chiée xe
thing cti mop mép clia 6ng Bartholomew. “Nhiing 4o &nh ctia bo s& tung hda ml, che giau chiéc xe thét, dé phong truwong hop cd ké theo doi Can
khoang chirng nam hay séu chiéc, dau quanh thanh pho, va t& can vao khoang giita 2 gio diing, rang sang.”

“Ding Ay gion ha?” Olivia kéu lén.

“Khong,” Charlie nghiém trang.

“U thi ding 4y khong gion.” Olivia cudi khi. “Emama s& gitp danh thire t& day. T6 nghi minh s& khoai mé vu ndy.”

Ching rdi phong v&, chot thdy mdt dang hinh cao, hoi g hiénra & cudi hanh lang. Cai hinh hai 4 ay bt dau khap khiéng v& phia ching, va Charlie ctmg
ngudi lai. Manfied lai 16 it ra va tung hoanh nita rdi. Charlie ch cho c4i nguoi deo mit na t6i gan.

Fidelio va Olivia dtng hai bén Charlie, nhin than hinh cao nhong lot vo ludng anh sang duy nhit trong hanh lang,
Miéng Charlie ha x¢ ra. Khong hé deo mit na. Khong hé con seo. Mit Manfred lang o va tai tai nhu tir xua van thé.

“Ngac nhién chura, Charlie Bone? Séc 4% Manfied tap téch tién sat dén Charlie, dtmg khung ngay trude mit nd. “Clﬁng phai tao may phudc cd liiban
tai gioi 1a gi?” ga thanh nién vuot vuot gd mé lang ctia minh. “Tao ca 13 may khong bao gio nghi tao trd lai dugc nhur the nay, ding khong?”

Khong thé timra 16i dap, Charlie ho khyc khyc.

“Chung t6i luon hy vong cho nhitng dicu tot dep nhat,” Olivia phot miéng, “Rét mirng khi thiy anh.. anh dep trai nhu vdy, Manfred.”
Fidelio chi con biét i & dang sau ban tay bt miéng,

“NGAI chir,” Manfred stia dng dng. “Tui bay phai goi tao 1a ngai.”

“Vang, thua ngai,” Olivia nhu mi.

Chiing i linh di khoi Manfred, khong dam nhin nhau, nhung khi chay t6i cudi hanh lang, Manfied goi véi theo.Tao s& canh chimg niiy, Charlie Bone,
cho nén dirng gio tro ngu dai day.”

“Vang, thira ngai,” Charlie Ju bau.

C6 mdt bau khong khi céing théing bt thén kinh trong phong Nha Vua tbi hom dy. Joshua Tilpin &n mic 16 thoi léch théch chura timg thy. Téc n6 bit
bét mau gidy, bui, mang nhén, vd but chi. Nhiing miéng plastisc dimg dé bao tdp rach lua tua, teo dinh trong 6ng tay 40 nd, ban tay noé phi kin vun banh
mi.

Hai chi em sinh d6i nhan thirc 1 Tancreq 1a thu pham gﬁy ra nhfrng vét bAm dap cho minh, nén ¢t nhdm séch va hop dung viét vé hudng cau éy, nhung
sttc manh cua ching hinh nhu da bi rit hét va Tancred d€ dang day lui ching chi bang vai hoi gio thoang.

Dagbert nhin moi dién bién vi vé thén nhién, ¢6 muu md gi ddy. Chdc chbe n6 lai tom Fy anh mit Charlie va méit n6 n6i cho Charlie biét tat ca moi diéu:
Dagbert san sang lambat ctr di€u gi Manfred sai khien.

Trpng hai gio' lam bai tap vé& nha, Emma 13 dira duy nhét mlm cuoi. Tancred da moi con nhod nngi bér} canh minh va, dq nhtr mat miii 1€n, Emma nhéan 161,
Tiep deén 1a cuoi mii khong thoi. Do chi la nu cudi phang phat, nhung ctr tiim tim va nang cao tinh than Charlie dang ke.



Sau g bai tap vé nha, bon tré gii tén trong im king. Charlie thim chi khong liéc nhin Lysander va Tancred. N6 biét minh khong dugc dé 16 bong gio
nao ve phi vy bi mit dém nay.

Trong phong ngi chung, Fidelio cur xir nhu khong c6 gi bt thurong sép xay ra, méc du Billy cir nhim nhé mit mey va nghénh ngiing tin dau dau.

Pén lic Charlie ndm xudng girong, 1o cam thdy nhur trong ngudi minh c6 mdt cudn 1o xo cudn chic, co thé bung ra bat thinh finh. Lam sao c¢6 thé ndm
imdén tan 2 gio sang? N6 muon di ciru Asa ngay lap tire, trude khind dit ddy than kinh mat.

Déu khoang giira 11 gio va nira dém, Charlie Ian ra ngt, mét pho vi nhiing tuong trrong cta chinh minh. N6 da hinh dung rat nhiéu kha niing khac nhau
ctia cudc gidi ctru Asa, nén dau 6¢ nd cuoi cung kéu doi dugc nghi.

Charlie tinh gidc va thiy ai d6 nhe nhang lic canh tay minh.

“Charlie. 2 gio roi,” Fidelio thi thim.

Charlie ngdi ddy, dui mét. “Em thdm chi con khéng nghe thay dong hd minh reng,”

“Anh ciiing nghii vay. Charlie, Dagbert khong c & trén giudng nd. Anh khong biét n6 roi phong khi no.”

Charlie kan khoi gizong, “Gios khong thé o kg chuyén d6,” n6 1o xao. “Em dénh thirc Billy ddy day.” N6 khodc tim 4o ching xanh da tro, trong khi
chan 16 mo kiém doi giay.

Mot cai v& nhe vao dau khién Billly ngo ngudy bén dudi tim vai trai giwong, “Gi d6?” thang bé ngo ngac.

“Suyt!” Charlie xde tay bit mdm Billy lai.

“Khong! Khong!” giong Billy nghet lai. “Dumg ”

“Suyt! Billy, anh ddy, Charlie né. Toi gior di roi.”

“Di dau?”

“Suyt! Di ctru Asa.”

“Em khong mudn di,” Billy ddy tay Charlie ra.

O déu kia phong nga chung, vai dtra cwra minh 0 6 trong gidc ngi. Cho dé chic chén khong dira ndo tinh day, Charlie thi thao. “Bi m, bon anh can em.”

Mét thoang im king that lau, va rdi Billy véi tay tim mét kinh ctia nd. Thong chin xudng san, né chat vat chui vo 4o chimg va mang giay. Charlie nim canh
tay né va, khong mot 101, chiing chay bang qua phong ngti chung.

“Chuc may nin!” Fidelio thi tham that kh&, Charlie khong nghe thiy.

Trong hanh lang théip séng ti miy, Charlie c6 thé théty déi mat md 16n, kinh hoang ctia Billy, chot cam thay t0i 16i. *Xin 18i, Billy. Lam on dimg s¢. Déng ra
anh khong nén bao em lam diéu nay, nhurg em 1a ngudi duy nhat c6 the ndi chuyén véi Asa.”

“Khong phai Asa — m 1a S6i Hoang,” Billy néi. “Va em so la minh khong thé lam duoc diéu can m”

“Em & lim dugc ma. Di thoi.” Charlie bat dau di mau trong hanh lang,

m thanh duy nhat trong toa nha rong I6n, dang ngu say nay la tiéng bude chin 16 lep xep trén van lat sén’bz"mg 20 sbi. Bau finh mich vo bién khlé{l Charlie
cam nhian nhir minh va Billy 13 nhitng sinh vat song duy nhat. Nhung né ciing biét, & ddu do trong bong 61, Dagbert Endless va Manfred Bloor van thirc,
dang rinh cho nd.

Nhung khong ai hién ra khi ching cap rdp di ngroc hanh lang, khong ai theo ching trén hanh lang hep t6i nha hat, va khong ai chin ching trén sin khiu.
Bong t61 trong nha hat den kin kit, Charlie phai 6i cay dén pin ctia n6 ra.

“Tyi minh di dau gio?”” Billly thi thim.
Charlie huo cdy dén pin ra cubi san khéu cho t6i khi trong thiy 6 cira sap. “DPo!” n6 noi.
“Téi kinh qua,” Billy s¢' sét..

“U,” Charlie tan d(f)ﬂg. “Nhung cdy dén pin ndy rat tot.”” N6 rua cdy dén pin doc theo dudi giu ciia tim mén nhung, nom nop so Manfred 4n dau do
trong nhitng nép gap nang, sau kia. Nhung chang c6 ai & d6. N6 nhon chan di toi ctra sap va, Ién It ngd qua vai, cam cai vong sat, nhac canh ctra én.

‘N6 khong khoa,” Billy nhan xét.



“Khong bao gio.”
“Nhung biét dau. C6 b khoa trén khoen cira ndy. Aido c6 thé déng cira va bim khoa nht tui minh bén trong.”

Charlie liéc nhin cai 6 khoa gi sét. “N6 cli mém16i, Billly. Da nhiéu nim khong ai ding t¢i. Cé khi khong con chia khda mod n6 nita dau. Nhin ne, n6 bam
vo 161 Khong ai c6 thé muror n6 ra.bi.”

Ha canh cira sap xudng san, Charlie bt dau xubng cau thang b.

Billy 4i ngai nhin c4i 6 khoa. “Em déng cira sap lai sau khi em xudng nhé?”

“Ciing dugc,” Charlie ndi nhong Ién. N6 xudng t6i chan cau thang va bat dén lén.

Billy leo xudng va kéo cira sap lai phia trén dau n6. “Em chua bao gio xudng déy,” né ndi khi dimg trong ciin phong ddy p ti véi ruong, hom

“DPay I khu phuc trang,” Mot ¥ nghil vut dén voi Charlie. “Tui minh nén timmot it do cho Asa, dé khi trd lai thanh ngudi anh 4y niic.”

“Néu anh 4y c6 thé trd lai thanh nguoi,” Billy Bim bam

Charlie mo ci ruong dau tién, NG 16i ra mit chiéc a0 khodc day bang vai tuyt va niic vao bén dudi do chung ctia nd. Billy chon mdt cai mil ndi xanh da
troi trong mot cai ti va mot cai quan nhung ké trong mot cai ruong khac. N6 doi mil lén dAu va cot cai quan quanh ¢b. Charlie vo ]ay d6i gidy bot mau
ndu dé day cui, trong thich nit, nghi bung liéu sau d6 minh c6 ddi cho Asa duge khong, N6 cot day gidy lai v6i nhau va quing vao cd.

“Tui minh tit dén di nha?”” Billy hoi, khi Charlie t6i chd hic t5i déng sau hang cot.

Charlie 1an chan. “Khéng, Tui minh phéi quay lai 16i ndy sau khi da dua Asa ra t6i bo song.”

“Néu tui minh tim duoc Asa,” Billy king king noi.

Khi d di qua hing cot, Charlie lia cdy dén pin lén birc twong réu moc, den si. O déing cudi birc tuong, mot Ii di hinh vom, thip 10 ra. Trong khodnh
khéc d6, Charlie muon danh doi tat ca moi thir d€ duoc quay tro lai. Nhung n6 biet la khong thé. “Di, ““né ndi va nhe ca nguoi khi nghe tiéng bude chan
cta Billy lep kep dang sau.

Cén thin tudn qua méai vom, ching thdy minh vo mit duong hdm hep. Mai trin thap, tuong va san duoc xay dyung toan bang gach d6 quach, bé 16 chd
va 16ng lanh d4 voi.Sau vai mét, duong ham ddc sau xudng, dbc dén ndi tui nhd bat dau trurot tudt ludt trén gach am wot.

“Cirul” Billy thét rim

Charlie mit d4 ng oach xudng dat, né quinh quiu chop dai bire twong. Cay den pin vang khoi tay no. N6 nghe tiéng cay dén kin 1ong 16c dudi dat roi
ngung, Gidy sau tir xa vong lai tiéng thich,kho6 khoc.

“m thanh nghe nhur n6 lot xudng mot cai hd,” giong Billy run ray.

“C6 thé tui minh d4 lot cai hd d6,” Charlie im bam. “Cay dén ctia anh tiéu i cai chic.”

Nhung vao lic ndy, ching khong bi roi vao bong ti den diic — mot vang sang bac toa nhe dudng him va, trén dau Charlie, mjt ddm sang nho Iap 1.
“Claerwen!” Charlie nguréc 1én nhin con buém tring. “Séng qua. Anh da hy vong no & t6i ns.”

“Charlie, tui minh c6 lac dudng khong?”” Billy ndn ni. “Em khong muén b roi xubng hb do.”

“C6 thé c6 cAu thang” Quy thop xudng, Charlie thin trong bo t6i trude. Téi migng hd, n6 c6 the thy mot céi thang xép bang sét dya vo twong, Ngay ca
trong &nh sang tinh khéi ctia Claerwen, n6 ciing khong thé thay cai thang ket thic & dau.

Billy bo lai chd Charlie va ng6 xubng, “D6 1a virc thim,” n6 thét. “Tui minh khong bao gidr xudng téi ddy dau. C6 & n6 di vao long trai dat.”
“Lam gi ¢6.” Charlie ¢ ra vé diém tinh, nhung n6 khong thé gitt cho giong dimg run.

BAng rdi nd nghe thiy: tiéng con thil rén ri dang xa. Tiéng rén tham ndo, dirt rudt dén ndi thic Charlie quing chan thong xudng thang ma khong suy nghi
mit gidy.

Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Va S6i Hoang dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 17

Hi¢p Sibo

Néu con buém tring khong divoi ching, Charlie khong nghi ngo g, chic han minh va Billy d3 6 xudng hd chét queo rdi. Nhimg thanh ngang cua cai
thang muc toi ta. C6 chd mét méy thanh lién tuc. Khong c6 anh sang dan duong thi bao dam ching s trrot chan, ma duong roi xudng s& rat xa, xa that

la xa.

Nhlrng cubi ctng ching ciing la1 duoc dimg trén it dét ctimg, O day hd, nhitng bure tuong 1t d4 tang va d4 phién khdng 16, va do kia, kim lim trong
bong t6i, cd mdt sinh vat xim gly gio xuong,

“Asa?” Charlie kh& hoi.
Sinh vat d6 quay phét d4u lai. Con mit vang nhoé Ién kinh hai trude 4nh sang xa I, va n6 hoc 1én mot tiéng rén duc.
“N6 n6i gi d6, Billy?” Charlie hoi.

Billy bop tran. “Em khong biét.”

“Em phai biét.”

“Khong biét. Em da n6i voi anh hoai ma. Em khong con hiéu duge ngdn ngit cia thil nira.

Cubi cling gio moi v I ra. Trude d6 Charlie khong hoi chuyén Billy dén noi dén chon, boi vin khong dam dé chinh minh tin | Billy bj mt tai phép
thuat. “Picu d6 co nghia 1a em ciling khdng thé n6i chuyén dugc véi anh ay?”” n6 hoi hop hoi

“Dirng nghi vay,” Billy ndi, dan tit nt vao sinh vat xam.

Bit than mot tiéng rong vang, va, ring nhe ra, con thi dim x4 vao ching,
“Asa!” Charlie hét. ““Anh khdng nhin ra em sao?”

Tiéng rong ha xudng duc 16 16. Charlie va Billy dira chét di v tuong,
“C6 lén, Billy, ¢ 1én,” Charlie nhim mét trong hon xiéu phéch lac.

Phén Gmg cua Billy 1 quang chiéc mii ndi ra giita san. Sinh vat gir va x0 t6i gan hon. Billy quing tiép cai quan theo sau chiéc mil. Sinh vat hit ngiri ching,
nhong dau Ién va tru.

“Em nghi diéu d6 ¢6 nghia 1 anh Ay khong thich ching,” Billy ndi.

“Anh iy con kén chon,” Charlie 1iu bau. “Néu anh n khong thich doi gidy bdt nay thi anh s& an c4i mil trim dau ctia anh luén.” Chi y dé khong lim
sinh vat noi gidn, n6 quang doi giay bot nhe héu qua mot bén.

Sinh vt di long tong t6i d6. Khi n6 cao doi gidy bong loang, Charlie nhin théy con vat moi héc hac tan ta lam sao. Tirmg c4i xurong sudn tro 1oi ra dudi
16p Iong xam thd cirng, Hau nhur khap co thé khong c6 lay mdt go-ram thit ndo.

“Toi nghi€p,” Charlie néi khé.

“Emnh¢ 4m thanh chi gy bdt rdi,” Billy thi thio phén khich, doan gir Ién mdt tiéng nhe.

Sinh vat nguée én. Gir mot tiéng coc 1c.

“Tt,” Billy bao. “N6 néi la “tdt’.”

“Em con nhé thém am thanh ndo nita khong?”” Charlie hoi.

“Nhur cai gi?”

“Um, em coi ¢6 thé ndi véi anh Ay tui minh t6i ctru anh 4y, va anh dy phai miic d6 vao nhanh nhanh Ién, true khi tui minh tim dudng hAmra song.”
“Charlie, anh 4y khong thé nic d6 duoc, anh Ay i soi. Ma s6i im sao di giay?”

Charlie thay minh khd hét stre. “O nhi,” n6 fu xiu. “Anh dy can nhiéu 4nh sang hon dé bién thanh ngwoi.”

Billy thé' hoc Ién. “Em quén mét. Em chiia hay quén, nhung ma, day!” Billy thoc tay vo ti quin pyjanas va rit ra mt cay dén cay. Negon nén Bp tirc
bung sang, “Nén phép thudt ctia nguoi gidm hd em” Billy sung sudng. “Em ludn gitt né bén minh.”



“Di nhién!” Charlie toét miéng cuoi. “Anh ciing quén phéng n6 ludn. Anh nghiiné duoc viée ddy. Gio cao Ién, Billy.”

Két hop anh séng tir con budm tréng va cdy nén, trong h6 birng sang hét nhu ban ngaty. Con buém ndy gioy dau trén dinh ting d4 cao nhét, gidr bit dau
bay lai gAn con thi. Lon von gitta hai tai con vat. Thiy mot tia sang mong loe lo¢ trén mai dAu X0 Xéc ctia minh, con vét tap con buém. Nhanh nhur chop,
con buém thyt xudng d4u trén lung con vat, toa mot Vet sang gat khap xuong séng nd. Con vét quay mong lai, r va tru Ién gAmgr. Khéng nao ning,
con buém nho 1on vudt qua cai dudi teo quéit va rdi, khong thé tin 161, 16 bay dan xen giira nhirng cang chén cta con thi cho t6i khi moi chan tré thanh
mot cOt anh sang ryc 3. Con thil long cong nhic chan Ien, nhung tleng gur limdi chi con 2 tleng rén phip pheu

“Anh 4y dang bién d6i,” Billy thi thao. “Coi kia!”

Qua ding vy, con thii dang bién hinh — mdt vét toc d6 Iua thura xuat hién  gitta doi tai rach tudp. Nhitng déc diém dai ctia s6i mo dan di, hién ra mot cai
tran nhot nhat, d01 ma nguodi vang bung hmh thanh quanh cai mbm nhon, rdi t6i d6i vai xwong xau qua 16p 16ng xam lo' tho. Cung voi mjt tiéng thét dot
ngdt — 6 thé 14 tiéng tru khang cur hay niém vui swdng — con thi quay hrng lai va ndm bep xudng dét.

Vai gidly sau, Charlie nhan ra minh dang nhin trin tréo vao cai kg clia mdt cau bé hin hoi. N6 lién budc t6i, coi tim 4o khodc dudi 4o ching ctia minh
ra va nhe nhang dap cho céu bé.

Mot tiéng néc phut vang trong hd. Charlie quy xudng bén canh Asa, v0 vé. “Pugc rdi, Asa. Tui em dén gitp anh ddy.”
Billy mang ci quan xanh 14 cy va d6i giay bdt lai gin. Con budm trd vé chd cii ctia n noi tang da. Hinh nhw n6 ¢6 y doi.

Tir tir, Asa dimg lén. Quay hrng vé phia ching, méic quén va di gidy vao. Khi d4 ring minh trong chiéc 4o khoéc xong, anh ta quay mit lai nhin Charlie
va Billy voi nu cudi turoi roi.

“Asa! Anh lai 13 anh 161, Charlie reo mimg,
“Dling,” Asa ni khan khan. Bét ho. “Xin 181, ¢6 hong kho nghét. Chura hé n6i chuyén sudt miy tudn.”

“Tui em € dua anh ra khoi ddy, nhung tui minh phai le Ién. C6 mt duong hém dn ra b séng, C6 ngudi dang doi dé ciru anh. Me anh 8 & d6.”
Charlie n6i nhanh dén noi Asa thon nguoi ra, boi r6i.

Charlie ndi chdm lai. “Suy doan ctia em la duong him bat d4u ding sau mdt trong nhitng tang d4 kia.”
“Me t6i khoe chir?”” Asa lAm bam
“Khoe.” Charlie ngan ngir r6i vung vé n6i, “Em rat tiéc vé ba ctia anh.”

MEit Asa chot nhim nh6 lai, thiy vay Billy voi n6i, “Em ca dudng him & dang sau tang d4 cao kia, chd con buém ctia anh d4u i, Charlie. Em chéic chin
luén d6.”

“Tui minh lai coi xem sao.” Charlie di t6i ting da va c6 dich doi nd. “Chn phai ba tyi minh méi 1ndi. Phu véi ndo, hai vi.”

Billy tit nén ciia n6 di va dut tré vo ti quan. Sau vai phut day va 161, thé phi pha phi pho, ching loay hoay doi dugc tang da vai phan khoi bire twong.
Billy noi ding. C6 mit 16i ra bi mét. Nhur duoc tiép thém strc, ba thing day ting d4 thém vai phan nita. Gior thi dit chd cho ching ép minh chui qua cira
ham

Bon ching lé.ng]éng ma di. Billy truéc, 10i t6i Asa. Charlie budc sau cling, phong trudng hop anh ta lai mat di dang ngurdi. Nhung con budm tréng dap
dénh bay sat thang nguroi thi, nham bao dam anh sang cho anh ta gitt nguyén hinh hai con nguoi.

Buong ham ndy t61 den va boc mii mje hon duodng ham dau tién nhidu. TAt nhién [ n6 lanh Ko hon. Charlie va Billy trim mii 40 ching 1én, con Asa, hoi
lan chan, di mii n6i vao. Charlie 1a dira dau tién nhin ra nude, khi chin Asa bat dau 16 loe tde, ban nhitng tia murde lanh toat vao chan Charlie.

“Anh c6 nghi nrde song s& tran vo duong ham khong?”” Billy hét hoang hoi.
“Khong thé ndo,” Charlie dap. “Dudng niy & phia trén dong song rét xa,va lai, tui minh dang di 1én chir khong phai di xudng”
“Nhd séng lam hut hang thi sao?” Billy ¢6 chip.

“Troi dgo ndy dAu ¢6 mura,” Charlie néi. Déu noi viy nhung n6 dong thoi nho lai canh nude song déng cudn cudn sugt quét ching khoi cay cau.
“Dagbert,” n6 lambam

Vai phut sau, nurée dang sap dau gbi. “Tui minh phai quay lai thoi,” Billy hét.

Charlie ngoai dom lai. Péng sau n6, mdt dong nurde bin sinh dang trian v dudng him “Khong duoc rdi. Déng sau tui minh nude con ngip sau hon. Le
Ién, Billy.”

Billy dom chén chay, nhung thodng céi, nudc da cao hon dau gbind. Strc nurde manh dén ndin gan nhur khong tién Ién dugc. “Tui minh s& chét dudi



mAt,” nd méu méo.
Asa xudi dua vo tudng. “Tai t6i,” anh van vi. “Manfied khong bao gids budng tha t6i. Han tha thiy t6i chét con hon.”

“La Dagbert Endless do,” Charlie cay dAng, “ Tui minh quyét khong dé né danh bai. Phai chay tiép thoi” N6 virot qua Asa va chop ly tay Billy. “Ching
ta phéi gitp nhau. Nao, Asa, ndm [y tay kia cta Billy.”

Ching lai bat dau di chuyen, cham mot cach dau dén, trong khi con budém trang lron 1 trén dau, phét ra nhitng tia sang song dong c6 tac dung khich &
tinh than bon ching. Thé nhung nd khong thé ngin nudc ngimg dang, va ching bao lau dong nurde xody map me eo bon ching. Charlie khong biét minh
con cach séng bao xa nita. C6 I& trién song da chim dudi nurde rdi ciing nén. DE rdi ngay khi 16 ra, chiing s& bi cudn vo dong mude 1.

Khi nurée t6i vai, Charlie bat dau tir bo hy vong.

Xa tudt bén trén duong hﬁrp, Tancred Torsson dang bang qua san choi ctia hoc vién Bloor. Cau von rét nhay cam véi nurde trong tit ca moi trang thz'}i
cta nd. C4u c6 kha néng bat mach thuy triu, nhn biét mura dang trén duong 61, tham chi cu con biét chac khi nao nurée trit khoi dam may ning né.
Lic ndy ddy, Tancred biét dich xac i sau dudi long dat, c6 nude dang tran lip mdt duong hédm cd xua. Cau nghe thdy tleng nude ring rung dudi chan
minh, va doan ra Charlie dang gip nguy hiém. Chéing kho cho Tancred biét dong nuée chet ngudi d6 bt nguon tir dau. O ria khu rimg bao quanh lau
dai Vua D0 c6 anh sang Ian tinh chiéu phirng phurc 1én khoi nhimg ngon cay. Khi tién toi gan hon, Tancred bét gip Dagbert Endless dang dira vo mot
thén cay. Pau nd ngong Ién, mét nhim tit, miéng cudi cot.

Tancred xam xim tiép can thing bé. “Dimg lai ngay,” cau ra lénh.

Dagbert choang mét ra. “O, a may.”

“Tao nghe tiéng nuréc. May dang dim chét tui ching. Dep ngay.”

“Sao phai dep?” Dagbert stng s§. “Tao dang thudng thire thoi huy hoang ctia cude doi tao.”

“Khdng con nita.” Tancred tung 4o chiing ctia minh thanh mdt hinh vong cung rong mau xanh 14 cay.

“May dinh lam gi?”” Dagbert ngo virc hoi.

Mot ludng khi baing gid cudn n6 xoay it roi xa céi cy. “Thoil” n6 thét gio ding lic mdt con gi6 manh hét hai chin né hong khoi mit dét. Tire thi dong
sinh vat nhd vang éng tudt khoi tii nd khi n6 bi ip nguge xuong, quo quao khong khi.

Dén ngudi t6i trude, Tancred chup [y nhimg sinh vt nho ti.
“Khong!” Dagbert hét.

Tancred Rii lai va dé cho thing bé dam sam xudng dét. Dagbert ndm ctmg do mot hoi, sau do bat dAu run nhur gig. Mit n6 bat dau nhoa kén thir 4nh séang
xanh l4 ciy bénh hoan, hai ban tay né phat sang va mdt quing sang da quang chiéu xuyén qua quin 40 nd. Con run khong sao kiém soat dugc.

“Tra... sinh... vat... bién... cho... tao,” Dagbert lap ngip.

“Céi nay 4?” Tancred bbc chuyén ching tir tay ndy qua tay kia. “Tao khong nghi thé.”

“Tan ac!”” Dagbert rong lén.

“Dirng nude lai!”

“K-h-6-n-g!”

Tancred gio cao ban tay ndm chit Ién va Dagbert bay vitt qua khu rimg. Nhimng canh sic dam rach do quan nd, cio toac Mt nd, gai ni:lc Vao toc no va
nhimg canh tryi ot sach gidy n6. Lic né roi tom xuong dat lan thir hai, con run tr¢ nén dir doi dén mirc ngudi né gidly danh dach dudi dat. “Tr tao...” nd
khéu khao.

Tancred budc t6i bén thing bé phat sang, “Tao s& ching tra miy c4i gi dén chimg nio miy ngung mude lai”

Im king that Au, sau d6, tiéng thd dai, Dagbert nhim mit lai va vén tay xudng dat.

Tancred bat ddu cam thiy mot s thay doi noi mit d‘ét dudi chin minh. Cau nhin Dagbert va chd doi. Van run cam cap, Dagbert cim nhitng ngon tay
xuong sau nita, sau nita xuong mat dat. Cudi cling bang giong run ban, nd vot ra 1oi “Xong!”

“Hirm, tao s& khong cam on miy dau.” Tancred quay ngodt di.
“Lamo-n,” Dagbert rén ri.

“Nhitng sinh vt vang 6ng ctia may? Dén ma iy ching di nay.” Tancred rai nhirg con ca bé xiu va nhiing con cua vang xudng bii co cao kim lin ranh



ctia khu rimg, Nhung c4u diit con nhim bién vo i quan. Danh cho nhitng cude ddi dau sau ndy, cau nhi thim Hoa minh vio béng tdi den dic, cau lin
duong trd lai truong, Trude d6 cau phat hién thay mot luong sang ¢ trén lau trén cling ctia toa nha va khong nuon lam gi licu finh ca.

Lio Ezekiel da chimg kién toan canh d6 tir trén cira s6 gac méi cao voi ctia io. C6 diéu, vi khong biét i Dagbert khong & mdt minh trong rimg, 1o 4n
trong qua troi trirde nhirng mau sac chdi ruc boc cudn cudn n khdi ngon cay.

“Bic cuc quang ctia riéng ching ta,” o cudi khue khue. “Giodi im, Dagbert Endless.”

Trong dwong hdm, sau bén dudi canh rimg, Charlie cam thiy dong nurde bét dau yéu di.

“N6 dang rit,” Asa hon hén.

Ching miy chbc bon chiing thiy bin sinh tr lai dwdi chdn minh. Vai phit sau chiing d& budc di trén nén gach wét p xap. Dong fi chi con i nhitng gon
nude lan tan.

“Lam sao lai c6 chuyén nay duoc?” Billy ndi.

“Anh nghi Tancred da ra tay d4y.” Charlie cudi toe ngudc nhin méi tran réu phil

Bay gio' ching dang di Ién mot con déc nghiéng, Xa tit bén trén, Charlie c6 thé thiy vang tring va, dau b té ach dui may lin xudng nén gach tron trot,
it tréng tudi en ching mot niém hy vong tuoi moi va, phot b quan do w6t sting va tay chin try trya, ching hang hdi bo 1én, cho i khi timg dira mdt,
Ian tom vo mdt bai cdy nhd bén canh trién song. Mot 1in gié manh d thdi bat may khoi bau trdi, dé lai van vat tim dam trong anh tring,

“Chiing ta t6i rdil”” Charlie hét to, in xudng b ddc.

Bon kia [an theo. Asa thdm chi con cudi rtic rich. Trong bo dang anh ta thit quai véi mai toe do thoi 1oi dudi mii ndi, va 40 khodc dai trang kin bun.

Gio ching da t6i day, du ca ba dira, run lap cap vi uét va lanh, va Charlie mubn chiic chiin Asa dén dugc chiée xe thing ctia dng Bartholomew. Ching
chay doc theo dai dat cho t¢i khi cAy cAu hién ra trong tim mit, va do kia, théy nho 1én khoi birc tudng d4, 1 mot chiée xe thing mau triing,

“Asa,” Charlie chi cdy cau, “Thiy chiéc xe thing méu tring d6 khong? Me anh & trong do, dang ché anh d6.”

N6 chura dut loi, ca bon bdng cam thay mit dat rung chuyén. C6 tiéng rép ca rap tir xa doi dén tai ching; lic tiéng dong Ion dan Ién thi mbt con ngua
tréng phi xudng bd dbe canh cdy cau. Trén heng ngrra mdt hiép st mii giap bac va 4o ching nhung tréng xam xam dudi anh trang, tuy nhién Charlie biét
4o ching phai 3 mau d6 ruc. Chiing thiy 4nh thép nhoa 1én khi hiép si tudt grom ra va lao vun viit t6i chd bon chiing,

Trong khoéing khéc d6, Charlie chi nghi mdt diéu k bay nay minh luon ding. Hiép S d6 khong phai ki ban. Ong ta da dug trao cho thanh grrom bt
kha chién bai ma 6ng ta luon rap tm st dung d€ chong lai bon chiing,

Ching quay dau chay, nhlmg biét chay di dau by gio, do boi & dAu phia 4y, mot con ngwa khac cting dang phi hing hue vé phia chiing, Mat dét ring
rinh vi tiéng v ngwa nén xudng trién song. Chim 16ng chim x4m théing do trén dau ngura, va hiép singdi trén heng con ngyra ndy kim Bm mot cay thurong
dai mau nhon nhot.

“Trong ho nhur d4,” Billy kéu re ré.
“Ho 1a d4,” Charlie thét Am.

Biket gitta Hiép STD0 va hiép sixam, dong song xemra la noi duy nhét dé tau thoat. Charlie dtmg sung, run réy trén trién dét ngip anh tring, khong thé
cuc cua, trong khi Asa va Billy da bo thup xudng, giat git do ching ctia Charlie va gao thét ci gi d6 khong hiéu duogc. Va rdi, khi ca hai con ngyra lao
vao ching dén noi, thi Hiép Si Do thét vang “NAM XUONG!”

Charlie nhao xubng dét ngay trude lic ngwa va ngudi cudi leét qua phia trén né. Mot ludng khi phut ra tir tim 4o choang bay phéan phat i 4m t6i xirong
no, khién né thdi run tirc thi.

Cay thurong ctia hiép si d4 xia thing vo ngyc Hiép STDo nhung, vao khoang klk'“;}c cudi cling, con ngura tréing thinh linh ngofic huéng, nhanh hon tia chdp,
Hiép SiDo phép thanh gwrom ctia minh xuong. Mot nhée sang dot chay theo chicu dai cdy thuong. Con ngya dé khiep via quay dau trén ticn song. Cay
thurong bi kéo cang ra hét ¢, roi bat chot bay chiu vé phia lung ctia Higp SiDo.

Charlie nghe thdy mot tiéng kich khi ngon thurong dém tring muc tiéu. Nhung Hiép STD6 khong hé loang choang trén hung ngira. Cay thurong ndy bat
khoi tdm 4o choang d6 clia 6ng, con ngua trang nhdy dung qua bén va Hi¢p SiP6 chém manh ciy thuong bang thanh gwom ctia minh, nhat nita, nhat
nira, lai nhat nira.

Mot tiéng ric long troi, va cy thurong giy m doi, mot doan rdt thich xubng dat. Hiép si da thic ngwa minh hic thing vao suon con ngya tring; mdt
tiéng hi dau dén vang dong thinh khong khi con ngyra trang R lai, nhung trong lic n6 chuyén dong thi udi gwom cua Hi€p SPo6 da phang tring mii giap

ctia hiép sid4. Pau hin durt lia, nhung toan thin hén van hoat dong, dién cudng lia cay thurong cyt. Thanh grom lai xa xubng lan nita, ché hiép sida ra
lam d6i, chit canh tay han va chém bay doan thuong con lai. Nhitng mau da roi lich thich xudng dat; con ngyra da lao dao vai cai roi lan tdm xuong song,

Ba thing bé 10m com dumg ddy, van run, méc dit quan 4o ching da kho lai, va ching khong con cam thy lanh nita. Ching nguée nhin chdi chét vao



Hiép SiD6 va con ngura ctia ngai, gior dimg bat dong dudi anh tring. Néu khong nhd hoi boc ra tir con ngya tréing, thi cir twong ho da hoa thanh birc
furong,

“Lic nay toi ¢6 thé tur lo cho minh dugce 161" Asa né ny cudi quai quéi trén niit. “T6t hon hai cau hiy trd vé trudng di.”

“Anh ¢6 chic khong?” Charlie hoi.

“Chéc chir,” Asa n6i, khi con ngura tring huéng vé phia ching,

Tui con trai dat qua bén dé con ngwa cling nguoi cudi di qua. Charlie nghe thiy tiéng da co quay, tleng ao giap kéu lach cach, va tiéng tho hi hui ctia con
ngura. Hiép STPO ngdi thing trén yén, thanh grom ctia ngai da duoc tra v6 vo, treo ling lang noi théit lung, tAm ao choang do ndmim che ly lung ngai.
Nigai dirng lai mdt thoang va nhin xuéng bon chiing, Mii gidp che khuét mit ngai, chi con tia phan chiéu ctia doi mit 1 thiy dugc.

Khi con ngya dén tiép, Asa budc di bén canh n6. Charlie va Billy nhin than hinh cao 1u nghéu ctia Asa trong chiéc 4o choang dai, va Charlie lim bam,
“Gi0 anh ay an toan roi.”

“Mot ngudi an toan nhét tran doi,” Billy thém.
Khi ching leo én tr lai cira him, Charlie nghi minh trong thiy hai béng nguoi dimg dudi bi cdy: mdt cao 1on va mdt bé xiu.
Cudc hanh trinh trd lai trrdng d& hon va nhanh hon béi vi dudng him gior da sach tron nude.

“Ludn nhanh hon khi ta biét minh dang chos cai i, Charlie n6i, khi hich nguoi leo 1én chiéc thang s, ra khoi cai hd kinh hoang, Thé nhung ching khong
hé cho doi dé thay dieu ma ching thay khi 16 1én cén phong dudi long nha hat.

Lic nity Charlie khong hé trong théty Manfred ¢ dau trong nha héit, don gidn i vi héin niip déing sau hing ghé du tién & khén phong. Hén nghe thiy tiéng
cura sap ha xuong va cho doi, cuoi khily mot minh, twong twrong canh Charlie va Billy tir dan xéc xubng ci ho han nhot théng nguoi thi. Han déic biét
khoai chi thurong thirc bire tranh han ty vé trong dau, khi nghi dén dong murde Iut dim chét ngurdi ctia Dagbert tun v duong ham

Asa s& chét dudi, Manfred n6i mdt minh, ta s& mét con tha hiru dung, nhung kh‘éng con cach nao ‘khaic. Véi Viéc,Billy Raven bi x6a sé, thi ai théI}l quan
tam Lyell Bone c6 tim dugc ban di chiic ciia Maybell Raven hay khong, Con vé Charlie Bone, thang d6 cang bién nhanh chirng nao tot chirng ndy.

Nhung Charlie luon c6 cach thoat khoi lnem ngheo, nén Manfred rmon dambao chic chén lin nay Charlie dirng hong sbng sét. Roi khoi chd nip, hdn
leo 1én san khu. Trong tiii quan hin co sin chiéc chia khoa dé mo 6 khoa cil trén cira sép. Han sap stra bAm 6 khoa lai thi bat chot con td mo xAm
chiém Ky hén.

Manfied ning ctra sap 1én va di xudng phong phyc trang. Duong nhu no trong tron. Tung tay 6 khoa trong tay va huyt sao mot minh, Manfred 16 dau
qua mot trong nhiing cy cot va nheo mét ng6 vo min dém Khong c6 gi. Va rdi, tir xa, hin nghe thiy tiéng hét kinh hon cta Billy lic truot chan ngi
xubng duong ham

Manfred mim cuoi mén nguyén. Hin quay hrng di va siing so chét diéng, mit dbi mt véi Lysander Sage.

“‘May lam gi & day?”” Manfred quat dung ding,

“Dura b khoa cho 6i,” Lysander ra Iénh.

“Purng hong tao dua may cai gi,” Manfied nhao bang, “Cut khoi day trurde khi tao goi Ao Weedon.”

“T6i chéc chan 1 io Weedon dang chay long vong thanh phd dém xe thing mau tring va tir hoi cai ndo can theo ddi. Gioy thi, dura ti cai 6 khoa d6.”
“T6i ma Ky coil”

“Puoc.” Giang hai tay ra, Lysander quay mong mong can phong, len I6i qua nhirng cdi rrong bang da va nhitng gi6 bang liéu gai. Nhiing bic trdng am
vang t1eng ngAmnga bi 4n va, trong khi Manfied tir tir 10 Iai cau thang, tiéng trong bt dAu hoa nhip voi giong ctia Lysander. Nhimg hinh nhén tai xam bét
dAu tran lip khong gian den ngom giita cdc cdy cot, 1Oi tir tir mbi hinh nhan ma quai bién thanh mdt ngwdi dan dng cao 16n, da den. Nhung canh tay niu
ndu ctia ho déu deo vong vang, than hinh ho trim trong 4o thung tréing, ai ai cling cAm mdt ngon gido dai.

“Ao anh,” Manfred Am bim

“Anh biét thira 1 khong phéi,” Lysander noi. “Ho I t tién ciia t6i va ho hitu hinh nhur bat ky sinh vat ndo trong thanh phd nay.”

Mt trong nhitng chién binh ludn ra sau Manfied, khoa chit dudng t6i nhimg bac thang ctia hén.

“Pua 6 khoa cho t61,” Lysander chia ban tay ra.

Manfied ic dau té liét. Nam chit 6 khoa, héin bo hudng t6i cau thang va nhim t6i 161 di gitta nhimg ti va ruong,

“Thé thi hily nhén linh hdu qua.” Lysander ht 1én mot trang dai va nhitng chién binh den don vé phia trude. Khi ho vAy sat Manfred, hin thét Ién mot



tiéng khiép dam, dong thoi quiing bira 6 khoa cho Lysander, 16i voi vng md ndp mot cai hom dan bang liéu gai lén va nhéy tot vo trong, déng nép lai
trén dau.

Lysander budc toi cai hom va bam 6 khoa lai. Sau do, rit chia khoa ra, anh ngdi trén ndc hom va doi.

Sirng sdt trude anh sang rye 1 roi vé& phia minh, Charlie va Billy chii chir trure khi bude qua hang cot. Va ching thiy Lysander, bao quanh 1 nhitng t
tién tdm linh cao 16n ctia anh.

“Céi...” Charlie lip bap.

“Suyt!” Lysander chi cai hom bén dudi minh. Khong md khéa ra, anh dimg day va dua tui nho 1én cau thang,

Trudc khi dong ctra sép lai, anh khé goi nhiing t6 tién tAm linh, va mit anh né ra mdt nu cudi twoi roi.

“Chuyén gi thé?”” Charlie hoi.

“Manfied dang dinh khéa cac em lai,” Lysander bao. “Nhung anh d khoa nhdt héin roi. T6 tién ciia anh s& canh giit hén cho t6i binh minh.”
Billy nem nép ngé gurong niit diém nhién ctia Lysander. “Nhung anh ta s& ttrc gidn... s&... s8...”

“Hén s& khong lam gi dau,” Lysander trin an thing bé. “Em tuong hér} mubn lu loa cho tit ca moi ngudi biét minh da bi nhdt trong modt chiée hom va
khong ngan duge cac em tré lai sao? Tin anh di, han qua kiéu ngao dé lamdicu dé. Gio, cho anh bit coi, cac em co thanh cong khong?:”

“Rét thanh cong,” Charlie dap.

Khi chimng kiéng chan vé nhiing phong ngii chung ciia minh, Billy thi thao bang giong budn ngi. “Sander, em da thiy Hiép SiPo va mdt con ngya tring,
Va emnghi d6 1a hoang hau ma 3o Ezekiel da vo tinh lam song lai.”

“Vay chc c6 1& Hiép STP6 i nha vua d6,” Lysander béo.

“Ciing ¢6 thé,” Charlie noi.

O déu kia thanh phd, trén dudng li xe trd vé nha sau mot diép vu t6i quan trong, chii Brown démthdy c6 khong dudi muroi bay chiéq xe thing mop
méo mau trang du ¢ nhing vi tri khac nhau trong thanh pho. Chu ghi lai ttmg vi trf vao s0 tay ctia minh. “C6 gi d6 dang xay ra,” chu lambam. *Trtr
phi... ding roi. Ao anh.” Chi lién xé bo to gidy do6 di.

Vira ltic d6, chiée xe thing duy nhét chit khong thiy da phong ra khoi thanh phd.

Charlie Nhan Puoc Mot Tam Buu Anh

Vao sé:ng thir Ba, ¢ n}f)t tam trang to moO bao trl‘]mkhép hoc vién Bloor. Tham chi ca bon tré khong dinh lfu gi dén cude do thoat clia Asa cling cam
nhan vé mit sy thay ddi trong bau khong khi.

Dagbert Endless ndm mep trén giwong, mét chi chit nhitng vét cao. Chdc chéq lai rén ri vé gi6 may. Ném tay nd ap chét vao mé, nhat dinh khong cho ai
thay minh dang cam cai gi, mic du, thinh thoang gitra nhitng ngén tay no, lai dé 16 ra nhiing tia sang vang,

“Ctr mic ké no,” ba giam thi bao. “N6 dang b dc mdng dy na.”
Thé 1a Dagbert duoc phép nim lai giwong, mdt diéu chua timg c6 ddi véi dira tré ndo trong hoc vién Bloor
Trong phong riéng ciia hidn & chai phia Tay, Manfied Bloor ciing ndm bep di trén girong. Up mit v6 twong, lam nham vé& nhitng chién binh ma quai.

Lio Ezekiel dich thin Iin xe t6i cira phong Manfied va g5. Khong c6 tiéng tra 1oi. Thiy ctra khoa, lio Ezekiel gidt giat tay ndm cira. “May c6 thanh cong
khong?” Ao goi. “Str mang ¢ hoan thanh? Asa di doi? Charlie di tong va oat Billy ti€u ma?”

“Di di,” Manfred gim gir.
“Thé thi thét bai rdi,” 6ng b ndi hén thé dai rdi thidu ndlo kin xe di.

Mon trimg duge phyc vu trong cang-tin xanh da troi. Charlie khong bao g nhé minh da duoc chiéu dai nhu thé ndy trong bita sang & truong. N6 dimg
O cudi hang, ¢ md d6i mat liu diu ra, ngap 10 to.

Ba bép truong trao phan an dwoc thém é hé cho Charlie khi né tién téi quay. “Ta d U1 ra ngoai mua trimg d6,” ba néi. “Tai sao bon tré cac con khong
xtng dang mot bita sang thinh soan cho khac di?”

“Ba bép truong, trong ba khong con lo Eing nita,” Charlie nhin xét.

“Ta biét minh khong don ddc.”” Ba nhoén véi né mt mu curdi bi mat, sau d6 161 mot vat ra khai tap dé. “Ta finh & gap ngoai Maisie sang nay. That hén



oi 1 hén. Ba 4y nho ta mang c4i ndy cho con.” Ba bép truéng nhoai qua quiy va trao cho Charlie mdt tim buu anh.

Mit sau c6 mdt con tem nurde ngodi va nét chit viét tay ctia ba n6. Sau vai dong vé chuyén di va thoi tiét thi téi cau: “Mot ngdy ndo d6 ba me s& dua con
di cing, Charlie, r6i con s€ tan mt thay nhitng sinh vat long lay d6.”

O mat trude tim buu anh, hinh mdt cai dudi ca voi lung git choan p bau trdi trén mét bién ménh mdng, p la p lanh.
Ban dang doc truyén Charlie Bone Va S6i Hoang dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.
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