Gio6i thiéu Minh Thir Yéu Nhé, Cleo?

Truyén Minh Thir Yéu Nhé, Cleo?, mot anh chang dep trai hoan hao, con anh kia thi hai hude siéu sao radio va anh ndy nghé si diéu khéc, ni tiéng
truong hoc mot thoi.

Chinh 14 anh, chinh thé d4y, mdt c6 nang lamnghé tai xé xe. Nang 1 duong kim ngudi yéu ctia ban anh, ban rt thin cta hai nguoi kia va da timg hon
anh ttr thoi di hoc mdt nu hon bi lira. Va tat ca ho dung d6 tai mdt tang € ngudi quen, md ra mdt cau chuyén thu vi dén hau nhu khé tin.

Lam I6n nhio cac mdi quan hé hién tai. Sau rat nhiéu ﬁéng cudi, nude mit, tinhhuéng Iing man va ca tréo ngoe, tAt ¢4 6 thé lai s8 bat dAu, theo modt trat
tur moi
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Chuong 1

“Nhanh nio, nhanh ndo, sao liic ndo ciing &én muon thé.” Ash Parry-Jones dang ngdi doi bén hién, g6 g6 1én mit dong hd thi nhin thdy Cleo va Will
budc voi trén con dudng rai soi. “Tot hon 1 vio d6 chiém chd di. Noi ny hét chd nhanh lim.”

Ctr nhu i budi biéu dién ctia Elton John khong bang. Cleo dirng lai kéo cho thing céi ca vat nhan nheo soc vang va xam trén ¢ Ash. “Thoi dimg kéu ca
nita. Ma t¢ that khong the nghi 1a cu lai mic céai 4o nay.”

Anh trong ¢6 vé phét ¥. “Cau dang nhiéc ai thé?”

“Cau déy * ¢6 1n6i rdi chinh nhe ¢6 0. “Hoa van ké soc véi vong x08n khong hop véi nhau.”

Ho tim durgc chd ngdi trén béng ghé bén tréi ciia nha tho. Khi tiéng dan organ vang Ién, Will doc & chuong trinh budi i, Cleo thi trén finh lai. Tt nhién
day 1a mot sy kién dang buon — du sao thi mot cuge doi da cham dirt — nhung khi tang I€ dién ra, ¢6 cam thay day la mit trong nhitng budi Ie kha dé
chiu ma minh tirng tham du.

Ma ngam lai, néu n6i vé chuyén chét thi cai chét ctia Lawrence LaVenture phai noi la hay nhét Tham chi co thé coi 1 dang ghen ti. Nhur chinh Lawrence

van luon nhic nho, ho cua 6ng bt nguon tir mot tir tiéng Phap nghia 1 “s6 d6” hay “may mén”, va ong rit sung suéng duoc song dung nhur viy. Mot
ong gia bay ba tudi goa vo, ngang tang, néu dugc lira chon thi o1 gi khong chét nhur vay: cai chét sau khi dwoc an mdt bita tuyét hao véi ruou Saint-
Emilion, v& 1én girong véi mt em téc ndu tré hon rat, rat nhidu tudi.

Thyc ra thi ¢ nang t9i nghiép dugc ong bao dém hom d6 hin ciing hoi sbe. Méi lic trude hai ngudi con ¢o nhimg phit gidy cao trao, thir du cac tro
tinh nghich v6i nhau ma lat sau, khi c6 ta quay lai phong ngii v6i chai Cognac va hai cai ly nhu Lawrence yéu cau thi ong da ndm bep, lung d¢ Ién chiéc
@bi 16ng vit troi, chét cimg,

Lia mét quanh nha tho, Cleo thi thim, “Anh ¢6 nghi a ¢6 ta s& dén day khong?”

(13 Ai C O,A’?’ 9

“Cd nang & ciing 6ng Ay lic dng Ay chét!” Cai nguoi thure cht da giét dng Ay, néu xét dén chuyén kia. “Em mudn biét trong cd ta thé nao.”

“C6 ta s& mic 4o chit ngye da mau den,” Will lim rim. “Tat dai, dai gir tAt, gidy cao g6t nhon hodt. ..”

Cleo thyi nhe vao mang suon Will 10i ludn tay qua tay anh, thim cam on vi anh dong y di cing. Will chua bao gior gap Lawrence LaVenture nhung c6
mu6n anh dén hém nay va anh budc phai xin phép nghi lam bubi chiéu. Anh con biét tai sao ¢ mudn anh dén va khong cudi, va cd biét on khi anh lam
véy. Gap duge Will Newman ba théng trude 6 mot hop dém han 1 mot trong nhirng tai nan hanh phiic ctia doi c6. Lic dy trong qudn bar dong nghet ¢
Bath, ¢6 bi huych manh tir phia sau khién d6 udng ving én tay 4o anh. Ho bat dau noi chuyén va két qua. .. hoa ra lai tot dep thé nay. Will dep traiva
quyén rii, chim chi va théng minh. . . co ban thi anh tuyét voi trén moi goc d6. Ngudi dan ong dich thire cubi cing da dén va c6 cam thiy hét sirc hanh
phiic.

“C6 thé Fa ba kia,” Will chi mdt ba to béo khodng sdu chyc tudi dang c6 nhét minh vao hang ghé chat cimg bén kia. “Néu anh ding thi day héin i loai
dan ba lamtién cao cap.”

“P6 Ia ba Effie Farnharm tir Corner Cottage dén.”

“Tti ba Ay 10i ra céi roi da gin dinh kia.”
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“Ba 4y gy gibng cho Caim Terrier. D6 1a day dét cho.”

“Em c6 chic khong?”

“Tin emdi, Effie khong phdi loai nguoi ding roi da.”

“Lam sao biét dugc. Dudi Iop 4o khodc kia c6 thé 1 mot thir ky di im chir.”

Buoc rdi, mau doi thoai ndy hin phai gin méc Qué thira Thong tin. May ma truée khi Cleo kip tudng tuong ra canh ba Effie méic quan lot khe tua rua thi
gia dinh Lawrence tién vao khién c6 sao nhang. Cha, thé m6i dang nhin chir. C6 nin tho theo ddi ba ngudi bude doc 161 di gitta hai hang ghe. Haiba c6
gia op ep khoac trén ngudi cai o 1ong bat hop phap va chong giy go mun dau boc bac. Con di & gitia ¢6 theo nhip bude ctia hai ba ¢ 1a Johnny
LaVenture.

Hin an mic chinh }é hon moi ngay trong bd vest sAm miu va md toc binh thuong bu xit dwoc chai ngwoc tir tran ra sau. Trong mdt tic tic hdn nhin sang
trai bat gap anh myt cva Cleo, nhu phan xa c6 di€u kién Paviov, ngure ¢6 nhoi lén cam gidc bue boi. Co khong ngin duoc di€u nay, nhiing thoi quen cit
kho 1ii bo. Roi Johnny nhin ra cho khac, tiép tuc di qua cd tien t6i ngdi gitra hai ba c6 gia ¢ hang ghe dau.

Cleo cti dau. Buoc 10i, dirng nghi t6i hiin ic nay. Cir tap trung vao 18 tang thoi. Lawrence c6 thé 1a mt ke khac nguoi, ong thich ubng reou, va ¢6 vo
s0 thu tiéu khién manh bao khac nita, nhung c6 6ng bén canh thi cling vui. Moi nguoi dang & day d€ tudng niém mét cude doi tron ven.

Sau budi I8, moi ngudi dimg tum vao nhau chdng choi nhitng con gi6 & budt rdi sau d6 dan dan bang qua canh dong c6 vao quan nrou Hollybush noi ¢6
san do6 an thirc udng mién phi, nhur Lawrence d yéu cau trong di chiic. D4 bao nhiéu nim tré thanh khach hing trung thanh ctia quan rurou, 6ng biét rd
cach khién cho moi ngudi dén du I tang dong du.

Ash x0a xoa hai ban tay, quay lai vui vé néi véi Cleo va Will, “Moi vie dién ra suon sé. T6 thuc sur rat thich budi I€ ndy, cac cau thay thé nio?”

Anh van néi nhur dang nghe démnhac cua Elton John vay. Cleo ndi, “Pém tang déu c6 phai dé thich hay khong. D& chimg sau ddy cau con lén Amazon
ma danh gia ndm sao cho budi I€ nay ay nhi.”

“Y kién khong tdi. Bon t& 6 thé lam thé vai céc bubi phat thanh, kéu goi ngurdi nghe goi dién dén dé biét ho thich nhét cai gi...”
“Khong, cau khong lam thé duoc. Thé thi t& qua. Oi troi, nhin g6t gidy clia t6 ndy.”

Lic bude t6i gan cira quan ruou, Cleo dia vao mdt cai ban dung bén ngoai roi dung khan gidy lau sach dam bin va co. “Cau c6 thiy t6 bi lin xudng
ddng bin Iy ngoai kia lic minh dang dtmg quanh md khong? T6 tudng minh s& vAp ngi ngira ra nita chir.”

“Thé cho nén t& moi khong di giay cao £6t.” Ash vira noi vira git gt t6 ve thong cam “Hom nay trong cau rat dep ma. Rét chin chu. Negay ca khi cau
khong ximg dang nhan 161 khen nhur vay néu xét tit ca nhimg dau khd ciu gy ra cho t6.”

“Nhur thé d4u phai dau khd. Do 1 nhitng nhin xét day tinh xdy dyung. Ma nhén thé, ciu rit cAn nhimg diéu do.” Sau khi lau gt giy, Cleo ném miéng
giéy day bin vao thing réc va chinh lai cai juyp bé mau kem Tét nhién hom nay tréng co phai dep 101, ¢6 da ton bao nhiéu thoi gian chuén bi dé trong
thé ndy ma. Con dé bao vé long kiéu hanh nita. D6 cling la Iy do ¢6 161 Wil theo hom nay. Néu bi tréu choc va ché nhao khong thurong tiéc trong bao
phiéu nam troi di hoc, ban khong mudn xuét hién nhu mdt. ... con lira trude ké chuyén tréu ban dau. Ban budc phai chimg minh cho ho thiy ring ban
khong phai I ké thua cudc toan tap nita, ma tham chi con c6 thé kiém cho minh mdt chang trai ma bt cir ¢6 gai ndo ciing thém mubn.

Con hin dang dimg ddy, ngay trong 161 vao quan ruou, ctii chio moi ngudi khi ho bude vao va dén nhan nhimng 1i chia budn. Oi dao, trong nhitng dip
thé nay it nhat hén s& khong goi minh k. ..

“Chio Misa.” P6i mit sam ctia héin 16e Ién tinh nghich. Johnny nira nhur bét tay nira nhur siét chit. Han tham chi con dinh viron ngudi ra lich sy hon lén
A cd nhung c6 kip I lai trude khi hén IAm the.

Khong thé tin duoc 1 hén vira goi minh nhur vy.

“Chao Johnny, t6 rt tiéc vé chuyén bd cau. Moi ngudi s& nhé bac dy m”

“Cam on cu, ngdi king ny tir gid rdi s& yéu éng hon nhiéu.” Hin chiam chi nhin ¢6 di cudi tuoi. “Trong cau rit dep.”
Tét nhién 1a minh dep r6i. Quay sang dé gi6i thidu Will, Cleo noi, “Déy I ban trai ctia t6, Will Newman.”

“Toi rét tiéc vi su mat mat ndy ciia gia dinh,” Will lich sy néi trong khi hai ngudi bt tay.

“Camon. Vay k& Misa 4, cau bo di rdi bét duoc cho minh mjt chang trai mdi. Tuyét qua.”” RO rang dang rét hai long voi kiu choi chi ciia minh, Johnny
ndi, “Theo nhu t& bict thi cac chang cii khong lay gi [am ot dep laim.”

Théy hén nhur con 4¢ mong chira? Cleo ¢6 kiém ché con gidin mudn tra diia vai cau that dau, nhung x¢t cho ctng thi lam thé ciing khong phtt hop m.
Con nira, quy qual & chd ¢ ching nghi duogc cai gl ngay lic ndy ca. C6 danh quay di. Lic da di qua tm nghe ctia hin, Will m6i n6i, “Bay gio anh hiéu y
em roi. Tai sao hdn goi em 1A Misa?”



Tét ca nhitng Am (rc ngy xura lai doi vé&. Chi nhitng ai ¢6 tudi tho dir doi turong tur moi c6 thé hiéu duoc cam gide bi tréu choc khong ngimg,

“0, d6 a mdt biét danh nue cudi. Trude day emhoc rat cham, trong gio hoc chi tim I5m, dat bao nhiéu cu hoi va con tra 104 nita. Mot homem dang
rat vui khi biet cau tra 101 cho mdt cau hoi kho, em gio tay r61 hét to, “Me, sir[1)” Nghe the, bon ban em cudi dén phat té ra quan. Va thé day, embi gan
lién voi cai biét danh d6 trong sudt ba nam hoc tiép theo. Em chinh thirc trd thanh trd cung cua thay. C6 dira trong trudng con turong tén em 1a Misa
thét 2

[1] Cau nay trong tiéng Anh nghia 1 “Em, thua thay!”, phat 4m gin gidng Misa.
“Ma hin van goi em v6i cai tén nhur vy sau timg Ay nim 42" Will néi, hoi hit cam vé phia Johnny.

“Hin | nguoi dau tién nghi ra cai tén d6.” Cleo chot co minh lai khi nghi vé nhitng ky niém. R& rang 14 tir sau vu d6 cho dén khi hoc xong ¢6 khong bao
i gio tay phét biéu, diit cau hoi hay quan tim dén ciu tra 10 nita. Ding 1 c6 khong thé d6 hét toi Ién dau Johnny LaVenture, nhung héin ciing ching t6t
dep gi. Hoc mon day thi ctia ¢6 ni loan, ¢6 gia nhdp vao nhém banbe hur hon va két qua i diém cac mbn xau di trong thiy. Khi nhan duroc két qua ot
nghiép pho thong thap dén tham hai, ¢6 con c6 cam gidc tur hao vé sur thit t0i t&. Thay chura. Hay nhin t6i by gid xem. Hay nhin bang diém be bét ciia
t6i xem! Pay 1 bang chimg cho thy t6i khong con 1 trd cung ctia thiy nita.

“Khd than bé con.” Will xoa nhe vai ¢d ra vé an i bong dua 101 6L, “Em c6 mubn anh danh cho hin mot tran khong?”

“Co6. Ma thoi anh khong nén Jamthé. Du sao cting dang trong dam tang cia b hidn.” Thém nira, du Cloe khong ndi ra, nhung Johnny thyc ra to hon anh
nhicu, va han lic nao ciling khoe nhur vam: S& mat mit lim néu han nén Will ra ba. Tuy nhién Will rd rang that tot bung khi dua ra dé nghi nhur vay.

Sau mot tiéng dong hd va vai ly ruou, bira tiéc dan tré nén 4m ciing; moi nguoi déu to ra thur gian hon va Cleo ciing bét cam gidc rim ran da thit mbi khi
liéc nhin ké thi. Cam thy nhur vAy thi c6 ng6 ngin khong nhi? C6 thé, nhung ¢6 khong dimg dugc. Mudi ba nam trude ho 1 ddng mon. C6 bo hoc i
mudi sau tubi va lao minh vao cong viée dau tién trong so rét nhidu cong viée sau ny. Johnny thi tiép tuc hoc dé Iy chimg chi A-level — ha! Bay gio ai
m6i 1 hoc trd cung siéng ning cia thy c6 day? — trude khi vao truong nghé thuat. Sau do, hin chuyén dén New York, chi thinh thoang m6i quay lai
Doi Channings thim b, tuy nhién Lawrence 10 rang vﬁn cp nhét cho hén vé tinh hinh ban trai ching lay g limsang sta cta ¢6. Dao do, hoa hoén lam
nguroi ta moi thay it Johnny. Trong lic & ay, nhd cAn mén lam viée két hop véi giao tiép diing noi ding chd, hin bat dau tao dung duroc tn tudi cho minh
Vi nhitng tac pham ubn bang déy thép. Han ciing duoc hudng phan néu ndi Ve sir may mman cua ho LaVenture. Thoi gian trdi di, cac bure tuong dan
hoan thién va tén tudi ctia Johnny ciing din mé mang, thanh qua mot nha trién Am m trong do tat ca chc tac phAm ngoai c& déu dugc 6ng chu ty pha
clia mit chudi song bac nua gon. Chi qua mot dém, Johnny tré nén 1ndi danh, mdt nhan vt ndi tiéng nhor thure tai Vi ¢6 ban gai sicu mau tuyét dep Ximng
d6i vira lira. Con Cleo lic doc vé phong cach song xa hoa cua hén trén tap chi thi cam thiy gian dit khong tuéng ndi, béi vi didu nay khong cong bang
mot ti teo nao. Néu mdt nguoi tir t& duge huong phic, thi ta s& thayvu1 cho ho, va ciing chia sé niém vui thanh cong voi ho. Nhung khi tit ca nhimg diéu
tdt dep ndy xay ra voi mdt ngudi hoan toan khong ximg thi. .. cong bang & dau chir?

Will xem dong ho 16i n6i voi giong hdi 161, “Anh phai di roi.”

“Phai rbi. Cam on anh da dén.” Anh phéi quay ki mdt cudc hop & Bristol, saud6 con tham gia tréin bong quan toi nay nita. Cleo 6m va hon nhanh kén
miéng anh roi ndi, “Hen anh thtr Sdu nhé.”

“Anh mong dén hémdoé qua. Em & lai ddy ¢6 sao khong?”

“Emkhong sao dau. Em con c6 chi gai chim séc em ns.” Abbie 1on hon ¢6 muroi Bim tudi va thdng hiéu hon c6 dén ca nhidu nam anh sang, dang & quiy
ruou noi chuyén voi hang xém

“Thé thi nhé nhic chi iy nhé. Khong mia cot dau ddy.” Will néi. “Khong néi chuyén voi nhitng gi dep trai.” Anh 4m chi mAy ngudi nong dan cb 16 dé
rau quai nén dang tu tap uong bia trong goc.

“Chtic anh choi bong quin may mén.” Cleo lai hén anh mot lan nita.

“Camon em Thir Sau anh s& t6i chd em sau khi lim xong ” VAy vy tay, anh budc ra cira rdi ndi, “Tam biét.”

“Hozc em téi chd anh ciing duge,” Cleo ndi, “ndu thé tién cho anh hon.”

“Hirm, em biét ddy. Anh nghi & nha em thi t5t hon.” Anh cudi va nhéin it 4m chi “em hiéu anh n6i gl mé™, hai ngwoi ban song cing anh trong mdt céin h
luom thuom & Redland la loai nguoi m1, hay say xin, va hay dua gion nén sur ¢ mit cua ho trong nha cha ich gi cho mot dém lang mang, Will khong
muo6n ¢6 14 dé tai cho nhing 1o tuc tiu cta hai nguoi ny, anh cling giai thich rang néu c6 chi 14 tinh mot dém kiéu suong sa thi ching sao, nhung c6 khong
phéi loai do; c6 quan trong hon thé rat nhicu.

Nghe Will ni diéu ndy tim Cleo nhur gian ra ddy hy vong. Cha, cir thir nghi xem mdt ndm nita ¢6 va Will s& thé ndo. C6 nhin anh di va tho ra thit v
Will Newman. Cleo Newman. Anh ay han la nguoi dan 6ng cua doi minh.

Rdi da ¢6 lai c6 cam giac cham chich khi c6 nghe giong néi tir phia sau, “Vay ra d6 1a ban trai ciu a, Misa?”
Ban dang doc truyén Minh Thur Yéu Nhé, Cleo? duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 2

Mau ¢6 thire sy dang néng kén hay d6 chi 1 cam giéc thoi nhi? Cleo gilt binh tinh va gat dAu. Khong nén phén tmg dé Johnny c6 thé nhén ra hén da gy
anh huong t6i c6 thé ndo; c¢d kha hon the rat nhieu.

“Anh ta di bo lai cau ¢ day a?”

“Anh 4y phéi quay lai lim, ¢6 cudc hop quan trong. Anh 4y c6 trach nhiém trong cong viée Fm.”

“That 4? Thé thi tdt qué.” Johnny ni vé khoi hai.

Tai sao hiin n6i may 161 d6 thoi ma nhu dang moc may vay? Cleo ngac nhién vé kha néing ciia hdn. Ding ra thi co biét ring viée thit hoc cta ¢0 khong
phai 16i ctia héin, nhung sau bén trong ¢6 van cam thdy han ¢6 1bi. Co yéu cong viée ciia minh & Henleaze Limos, nhung ai ma biét dugce; néu quéng thoi
gian di hoc ctia covkhong tai hoa dén vay thi co hén da tién xa va lam viéc gikhac. C6 troi cao mdi Ia gidi han. .. ¢6 co thé da tro thanh, 6 cha, mot nha
vat Iy thién van chang han!

C6 & ¢6 dd mudn trds thanh nha vat 1y thién van. Lién quan dén cai gi ciing duoc. Vat Iy, chic 1 vay, két hop voi. .. thién van gi ddy.

“Thé anh chang Will New-man[ 1 Jndy [ tinh yéu cta doi cau ddy a2

[1] Ho ctia Will bi Johnny tach ra thanh hai tir New-man nghia Ia nguoi (dan 6ng) moi.

Thiy chura? Dén gio ma hdn van con duia voi tén ho ctia Will. Han s& thé ndo néu ¢6 goi hdn I La-Lidu[2]?

[2] Venture trong tiéng Anh nghia 14 lidu finh.

Thay vi néi nhu vy, gitt vé dao dirc bé trén, ¢d noi thoai mai, “Co 18 vay. Moi chuyén déu dang rat 6n. Con céu thi sao?”

Johnny cudi rdi nhén nit. “Khong tot im. Dan ba, ho bt thuong im Cling ton ctia t6 nhidu cong sirc.”

Ho a. Bé ¢6 hiéu [a hin ndi tiéng dén mire ndo, va duge ca déng cac cO mu mam vi yéu dé y toi. Cleo cudi lich sy, t6 vé khong quan tam, va noi, “Thé
biét thu Ravenswood s€ ra sao?”

“S& ban di thdi, 16 nghi thé, néu c6 thé.” Johnny Fic dau. “Cir rao ban, cang sém cang tot. Khong phai thoi diém thuan loi, tt nhién, nhung ai ma biét
duoc. Biét dau c6 ngudi t6i nhin thiy tiém ning thi sao. Va néu tim duoc ngudi mua trude dip Gidng sinh thi tt qua. Té s& c6 co hdi mua lai cin ho ngay
bén dudi cin hd ciia t6 néu mau mau chong chong ban diroc ngdi nha ndy. TG ¢6 thé bién né thanh mdt gian trién m tuyét dep.” Hn dimg lai nhin ¢6.
“Tai sao cdu hoi vay? Cau vdi anh chang kia cé mudn dat gia thir khong?”

Phéi o, biét ngay héin s& noi thé ma, mua can nha Ravenswood bit p, voi biy phong ngii, va khu vuron rgng hon ca sin bong d 47 Ma véi dién tich
nhu vay thi nguoi ta khdng goi 1a vuon, ma goi 1a khu dat vuron.

“T6 s& noi lai voi Will.” Va s& mua thém nhiéu vé x0 so nita. “Cau dinh gid bao nhiéu?”’

Hén nhin vai. “Ngy mai c6 miy cong ty bat dong san toi dé kiém tra ngdi nha va dinh gid. Té khong 1o im, nhung chéc 1 khoang trén dudi hai triéu
rudi, to doan vay.”

Hai triéu rui bang. Cleo hinh dung ra con sb do, timg d6 con sérr khong tudn ra kin qua trang gidy. Liéu Johnny c6 biét ddy I mdt hwrong tién khong 16
deén mirc khoé turong twong khong? Ca cach noi nhur khong ctia hén nira, cir nhu 13 chuyén hoan toan binh thurong. ...

Oi cha, c6 & ¢b va Will s& phai bo 15 dip may nay thoi. “Chiic cau may mén. Cau cir tiép tuc voi budi I di nhé.”

Liic c6 dinh quay di thi héin ndi. “Anh chang ctia cau dy. C6 phai anh ta lim cho cong ty bao hiém y t& tur nhan khong?”
“Ha? Khong! Sao co?”

“Chi td mo thoi.” Johnny nhéch mdi cudi. “Anh 4y c6 dang vé nhur vay, thé thoi”

“Oi, trong emkia.” Abbie chio co dy vé thong cam. “Chi thiy em n6i chuyén véi Johnny. Céu ta im em kho chiu Fim ha. Nay, ubng mot chit Malibu
di.’ﬂ

Cleo Iubn c6 thé tin cay & chi co, chi dy s& lam c6 cam thiy vui hon. Abbie hom nay trong rat dep, méi toc murot méu vang mit séng sanh xda xudng vai



va khuon mit diu ding ctia chi sang Ién nhd 16p trang diém thét nhe, thong thurong chi khong trang diém mi chi danh cho nhimg dip “dzic biét”.

Nhung long cam thong chi em chi ¢6 vay. “Em c6 y nay hay hon. Tai sao emkhong Jay mot ly cho riéng minh nhi? Lawrence tra tién ma. Ciing c6 nghia
1 Johnny tra. Thyc ra th, dé em Ay mot ly that I6n. Cho mot ly vang chat tring nhé.” Cleo ra hiéu cho Deborah ding sau quiy ruou. “Camon. Sy thit
13 hén chéng thay 601 gi cd, ding khong?” Pang khat, ¢6 ubng can cdc ruou vang “Hén dinh ban nha ctia b hén voi gid hai triéu rudi bang, Hin hoi xem
em va Will c6 mubn mua khong. Va héin ¢6 ¥ ban di trude Gidng sinh vi héin mudn mua mbt cin ho khac & New York va bién n6 thanh phong trién im
Thét ra, héin c6 thém dé ¥ i Lawrence vira mSi chét khong? Vi héin thi do chi B mdt mon hoi dén thét ding . . . Troi dét, nghi thé thoi ciing théy déng
1nho nude bot.”

“C6 phéi dang cong kich khong thé?” Tom, chong ctia Abbie, trong ¢ vé thodi méi. “Ha, ddy B tir anh chua bao gi ding. Nhung dtng viy phéi
khong? Anh nghe y nhu 13 cong kich ay.”

Cleo mim cudi, vi Tom trong rat banh trong bo vest dam tang SAM A voi 40 S0 mi xanh sang tiép mau anh miét lp lanh. Trong anh rat khéc khi khong
méic bo do di im voi 40 phong ¢6 ¢ va quan jean day bui. Ngay ca mai toc ndu ngin ctia anh ciing duoc tia gon nhén dip Lawrence qua doi. “Phai roi,
ding 13 cong kich ma. C6 nhirng ngudi dang bi nhu vay.” C6 gat dau va ndc thém mot ly ruou nita.

“Nhung em da timg thich c4u dy ma,” Tom néi.

“Ha?” Cleo lanh ngit. “Khong hé.”

“Ding thé con gl. Néu em khong thich c4u Ay thi sao lai nhan 16 khi cau 4y mdi em di choi?”

Troi dét oi. Ngdi bén trai anh, Abbie dot nhién chim chu vao soi chi siit ra trén chiéc 4o mau dong dang méc. Tim bt dau dap nhanh gip doi, Cleo ndi,
“Em khong biét anh dang noi cai gl.”

Tom dang cudi I6n ra trd, khua ngdn tay v6i co. “Thdi ndo, anh biét chuyén d6 1au rdi, nhung em c6 Bm vy mi. Johnny LaVenture mdi em toi tiée nhay
disco ¢ truong va emdong y, roi... . ndy, can than rugu clia anh!”

“Tom.”” Abbie huych anh mdt cti rdi krdm canh béo. “Imdi.”
Cham chi nhin vao ¢4 hai ngudi, miéng md to, Cleo 16 that cham, “Oi troi, anh biét chuyén d6 ha? Ca hai ngudi déu biét ha?”

D6 1a bi mit sau kin nhét, den t0i nhat va déng xéu h nhét thoi nién thiéu ctia 6. Bao nhiéu néim nay ¢6 da ¢ chon viii nd, tw an i bén thén, ding & co
da tu bién minh thanh con ira, nhung 1 nhat Ia gia dinh ¢6 khong bi€t chuyén ndy.

Chi ¢6 diéu. .. c6 nhin Abbie r6i Tom, rdi nhin lai Abbie. .. ¢6 vé nhur ho biét.

“Thyre 1, anh néi ching suy nghi gi c4,” Abbie ming

“Thoi ma, chuyén do6 1au im rdi.” Tom cudi ngoac miéng khi Ash tién t6i. “Gio con y nghiia gi chr?”

“Moi ngudi dang ndi gi thé?” Ash thich nhing miii khong biét chirg mure vao chuyén ngudi khac, t0 vé to mo.

Cleo budt miéng, “Purng n6i cho céu ta biét.”

“Chuyén Johnny LaVenture ni véi Cleo i cau ta thich Cleo dén phét dién va né dong y hen hd vai cau ta dy.”

Puoc diy, cam on vi da tiét 16.

“A, phai r6i, trong bita tiéc disco cudi ky.”” Ash git gl nghiém nghi.

Ra thé d4y. Ash m6i chyén vé lang ndy & ba nim trude. Quay ra d6i mit v6i Ash, Cleo cao giong. “C6 phéi tat ca moi ngudi déu biét khong?”

“0, ding rdi. Nhung déng ra n6 phéi i bi mét. Déng ra cau khong duoc biét 3 moi nguoi déu biét.”

Cleo c6 nudt nurée bot. Nimg gi da xdy ra du dé lai Vét seo tinh thin ca doi cho mdt ¢o gai. Thue t ¢o biét kha 10 1 chuyén nay hén da dé lai vét seo
tinh thn cho ca doi co. C6 da t6i budi i disco cudiky, khong mong doi gi ma chi muon uong vai ly bia khong con pha nuée chanh, nhay voi vai dira
ban va duoc vui ve. Khi Johnny LaVenture tién t6i bao 1 mudn n6i chuyén véi ¢ bén ngodi, dau tién cd datir chdi, nhung hén gin nhu cu xin ¢6 cho
t61 khi cudi cing ¢d cam thiy to md qua nén da nhdn o1 RO, e ¢ hai dira dang & bén ngoai, Johnny da a 4p ting bay 10 tinh cam thyre clia cau voi co.
Hén tréu choc ¢6 nhiéu nhur vdy that ra la d€ che gidu chan tinh danh cho ¢4, nhung gior thi han khong the nén long dugc nira. Va khi han néi diéu nay voi
cc} thi d61 mat den tuyét dep cua hép nhin ¢d nén ni, d6i tay run ray da vuot ve bo vai cd. Cleo, nhu bi th61 mién bo1 161 n6i dQ va gén nhu khéng thé tm
ndi, dua lung vao birc tuong go gh€ bén ngoai phong thay d6 nit va xtic ddng ngd ngang boi 101 ndi d6; han 1a han da phai mat miy thang troi don hét y
chi thi moi n6i duge nhur vay.

Sau d6, Johnny ngép ngimng hen ho vai ¢6 vao mot ngiy tuan ké tiép, va mic dit khong mudn hen ho véi hin Emy, ¢b biét minh khong thé tir chdi. Piéu

d6 s& pha hong long tur 4i ctia hin. Céc cau bé muoi sau tudi thuong c6 cai t{)i d2 bi ton thurong; néu tir chdi hin thi doc 4c qua. ... chi mdt lin di xem
phim thdi, sau d6 c6 s€ nhe nhang dé nghi 1a t6t hon hai dira nén lam ban thuan tiy. ...



Thé nén c6 mim cudi voi Johnny va dong y, tit nhién ¢6 s& di choi voi hin, va trong thim tim c6 cam thdy thoa niin khi biét rang, ha, chinh nhirng dira
con gai ghé gém hay theo phe ciia hin va goi c6 1 Misa bay gidr s& phéi dbi xir that ot v6i co.

Pung 1 khoanh khiic lng lng, mot kiéu 16i nguroc dong m bét cir dira con gai mudi séu tudi hay bi bt nat ndo ciing mo t6i, nhung khi chuyén do thue
sy xdy ra ¢d camthdy. .. troi oi, tht tuyét. Tir gidy phit a 4y, moi chuyén khong nhitng tré nén tdt dep, ma ¢o con chura tra dia han, chua tréu choc lai
han khi c6 hoan toan c6 thé ddy, hay n6i didu gi d6 that t&. Con lic dy trong han nhw mu6n hon ¢6. Mot iy hon ciing chéng vén dé gi phai khong? Noi
trang ra thi cling 1 dip dé ¢6 thuc tap. Nghiéng diu vao mat han, Cleo nhamrmt, chu moi moi goi, va chd doi...

Tleng cudi khut khit ngay trén dau khong phai la diéu c6 mong doi, nhung co da nghe thy. Sau d6 1 mot trang cuoi khie khich nghen nghet, 10i tiéng x0
day, va tiéng lap cap c6 thé nghe thiy khi ai dimg khong viing trén bé toa Iét, bi mét thing bang nén ngi xubng dat.

Aid6 da nghe trom Nghe thi c6 vé nhur B vai nguroi. Lii ban gi cing tudi voi ¢d B nhur vy ddy. Khong thé coi  da I6n duge. Nhung ma, bon ching
nghe trdm thi c6 sao dau. Pua mot tay ra tran tinh Johnny, Cleo ndi, “Khdng sao dau, dirng lo vé bon no,” va khong hiéu sao han khéng con nhin co

nira.

Tiéng khtic khich trd thanh mt tring cudi ngit ngho khong dat va dau ctia Mandy Ellison tho ra tir cai cira s6 dang mo. Heét Ién sung suéng, n6 ngoéc
cai miéng to tudng khiing khiep ra gao 1én, “Ha ha, tao khong the tin la n6 d6 may, may dinh that!”

Ngo ngic, Cleo quay sang Johnny. “Thé tirc 1 sa0?”
Vira cuoi nira miéng vira lui danra xa, Johnny noi, “Xin 16i, nd ca véi t& nimbang I t& khong thé lam thé vai cau duoe.”

Tét ca moi ngudi déu dimg 16m ngdm trén bé toa 1ét; thém vai cai dau tho ra doc theo ddy cira sd. Tiéng cudi cang lic cang to hon. Khi dan dan nhan ra
14 c6 da bi lira ngoan nuc, ma Cleo dan hong lén.

Johnny nhiin vai gio tay Ién, tur bao chira cho minh. “Té khong hé nghi 1 cdu s& dong y.”

C6 nhu b giing xé gitta ¥ mudn it dat nudt chimg minh véi y mubn dién cudng 1 bat khoc. “Té chi ndi thé vi t6 thiy cau déng thurong,”
“Ha ha ha ha ha! Tét nhién rdil” Mandy Ellison giéu cot ¢.

“T& ndi thit. Té khong thich no!”

“Nhung cap thure sur cho réng r}(’) thich céu,” Mandy cuoi khé‘iy. “Cau nghi diéu d6 s& xdy ra a, Misa. Ha, cdu vira cho chiing t& mot trén cudi hay nhit
trong ca may thang troi. Chi mat c6 ndmbang.” Va trong khi n6i, con bé nhe rang véi Johmy. “Hoi qua.”

Cho t6i ic bd Cleo t6i chd co vé, ¢ chi tho thén bén ngoai truong hon mdt tiéng ddng hd. Bén trong, bita tiéc di gan tan.
“Con yéu thé ndo rdi? B6 khong biét 1 con lai dimg ngoai ndy doi bd. Bita tiéc vui chr?”

C6 biét n6i vdi b thé ndo day? C6 khong hé mudn gia dinh cam thiy thuong hai cho ¢6. “Khong ¢ im a.” Khoa ky nbi dau va su bé bang, ¢6 n6i
nhanh cho qua, “Lic cu6i budi cé hoi chan.”

“O, 8 thé 4.” B ¢d dély nhe tréu choc. “Thé con co nhdy véi ban trai ndo khong?”’

“Chéing c6 thing con trai ndo con mudn nhay cing ca. Bon ching toan mdt Iii kém ¢6i.” Cleo noi.
Liic ndy, & quiy bar tai Hollybush, c6 lai cam thiy ndi xAu hd hét nhu bao nam trude.

Cleo nhin Ash, Tom va Abbie. C6 ndi, “Ai n6i voi moi nguodi?”

Ash nhtin vai chi Abbie. “Chi n6i cho em ding khong? Khoang vai nam trude.”

“Tomn6i cho chi biét,” Abbie n6i, “ngay sau khi chuyén d6 xay ra.”

“Thoi nao, tai sao anh lai bi d6 hét toi 1én du nhi? Tét ca déu cudi khi nghe chuyén dé trong quén nrou ngay ngity hom sau.” Tom chdng ché. “Stuart
Ellison ké cho moi ngwoi. Em céu ta la Mandy d& ¢ d6 khi Johnny lam vdy. Chi dua vui théi ma.”

Cleo kimnén dé khong giat hét timg soi toc mdi tia trén dau Tom. Vay Ia trong bao lau nay c6 1 dé tai gy cudi cho ca ling, Ma gidng nhu nhig bi
mét khong ai ¢6 thé trdng tuong 1 gitr kin duoc, ¢ lai khong hé biét mdt chut gi.

Con nita — nhur d¢ si nhyc thém ndi dau — rat ¢6 thé | néu ai d6 hoi Johnny v& chuyén nay thi ¢6 khi héin con chéing nhé dugc & bita tiée disco dém dy
han da ty kiem dugc nim bang dé dang dén the.
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Chuwong 3

TAm bién Ban nha da dugc dung lén bén ngoai nha hon mot tudn nay 1di. Sau khi huéng dan luat sur ctia minh chiu trach nhigm vé moi thir, J ohnny bay
lai vé My ngay sau ngay dua tang. Pang bén lau ctra kinh chiec Bentley c6 sap lai chieu nay, Cleo dung lai. Phia bén kia tham cd, hai chiéc xe dung lai
bén ngoai Ravenswood.

Ciing khong phéi I3 to mo khi theo doi ho dau nhi. Chi la t6 ra glong nhur ling giéng, khong dé cho bon trom c6 dip hanh dong. Tuy nhién ciing phainoi la
hai ngudi budc ra khoi chiée xe Volvo miu ndu dam trong khong gidng loai trom cudp teo ndo. Con ciu di cing, ngay ca nhin tir xa, cling ¢6 thé doan
duoc 1 nhan vién bat dong san. Tét nhién, dt Johnny ¢6 lo, 1 ring ngudi dAu tién dén xem ngdi nha ciia gia dinh hén s& bi cudn hit ngay tir c4i nhin dau
tién ma mua ngay tai chd.

Cleo dang quy xudng, viron ngudi qua ghé sau chiéc Bentley mé hit bui ddy nhiét tinh bén dudi chiée ghé 14i thi ai d6 bau vio mong c6 mdt cai.
“Oil” C6 ngdi thup xubng, nghiéng ngurdi sang mdt bén rdi tré miii méy hit bui nhur chia khau sting vao niit Ash. “Bimg ¢6 am nhur vay.”
Mt anh long lanh. “T6 khong dimng duge. Néu t6 nhin thiy cap mdng nhod xinh nhur viy chong Ién trudc niit t6 thi t phéi bau mot cai”

Anh vira di lim vé. Cai bét loi khi dn mot churong trinh radio lic sang sém c6 & B viée phai ddy sm dén mirc vo nhan dao, nhung durgc cai tat ca déu
ket thic trrde murdi gio' va anh s vé t61 Doi Channings lie muroi mot gio. Tat may hit bui va cam gié lau kén, Cleo ndi, “Pua t& hop sap ong Homnay
cong viéc thé nao?”

“Cyc tuyét. Néu cau thém nghe thi da khong phai hoi.” Khi ndi vé& chwong trinh radio ciia Ash thi anh ching hé khiém t5n. Tir khi chiu trach nhiém chinh
vé chuong trinh radio sém ba nam trude, sau khi dugc chiéu md vé tlr mot dai quang cao tAmnhé hon & London, anh da khién cho con sb ngudi nghe
tang lén bay muoi phém trdm. Anh 1 ngdi sao ctia dai BWR, duogc nguoi nghe yéu thich voi s hrong ngdy cang tang, Ngoai thinh gia dia phurong, nguoi
himm) trén toan the gidi ndy con nghe anh trén mang, Trong churong trinh ctia minh, anh t0 ra tyr tin, hém hinh, va ¢6 tai mé hodc khon cudng. Céc ba
cac c6 ¢ moi Ira tum déu ua chudng anh va Ash lAm it ca thiy thoa miin. Anh doc hét thur ciia ngwdi hdm md, mua wui cho thinh gid bang nhiing cau
chuyén tao bao vé cudc sdng tinh cam hoang dai, dy kich thich, dam chit Hollywood ctia anh.

Trong thuc té thi, khi ra ngoai phong thu, syr tir tin ctia anh bién mét. Khi & bén ban bé thn thiét, nhimng ngudi anh biét thi khong sao. Nhung dua mjt cd
géi la hdp dan dén true mit Ash thi anh luén khong 1 chinh minh nita. Giong nhur ta c6 thé nhin thiy mdt con quy héc 4m dang hut hét sy song trong
con ngudi anh ra. Cing voi ty tin, vé hom hinh va mé hodc tur nhién cua anhcungbayblen sach true ndi kinh ngac clia ngudi muyc s6 thi, tiém chd 1 sy
vung vé thd kéch khi Ash Parry-Jones Iii lai murdi hai néim tudi thanh mot cau thiéu nién bén 1én ngwong nging, béo phi va xi trai. Va cho dit ¢é phinh
pho thé ndo thi anh ciing khong thay ddi, di Cleo da thir rdi. Ash tur thi nhan ring thanh cong 14 syr tra thil ngot ngao nhét, ma néu ndi v& su nghiép thi
anh da rat thanh dat, nhung s& tt hon bao nhiéu néu ngoai hinh ctia anh ciing bién ddi nhu Brad Pitt khi dién vién nay duoc am khich moi danh dy trong
phim Friends v6i tur cach mdt ngudi ban hoc cii da timg béo phi va ngde xit.

bang budn 14 diéu nay khong xay ra voi Ash. Anh cting giam duoc it cén thira da deo dAng minh trong ca thoi ky trurdng thanh nhung Vin con lai rat
nhiéu; anh chang bao gio tré nén uyén chuyén dugc. Céi khung than hinh vimg chiic ctia anh s& luon map map. Toc anh hoi sang mau, r01 xu, khong nbi
bat. Va néu ni v& vé ngoai thi anh c6 bo mit tao cho ngudi ta 4n trong 1 nd duge tao nén boi dong thirc an thira — c4i miii xiéu veo, cim hai ngén, long
méy bét tri va hai tai khong can xtmg im. C6 thé i néi sao, ma ciing chinh Ash i nguoi chi ra diéu ndy dau tién, nhung khudn mit do thét Iy tudng cho
cong viéc ¢ dai truyén thanh. TAt nhién trén Internet ciing c6 anh chup cho nhimg ngudi to md mudn tim anh cho bang dwoc, nhung hau hét thinh gia ciia
anh khong biét trong anh thé no. Diéu nay ciing c6 nghiia 1 céc ¢6 gai bi cudn hit boi con ngudi radio ctia anh dén mire chu tim tim ra anh s& b sdc
toan tap.

“Té khong thé nghe chuong trinh ctia cau dugc. Té ¢ viée dé hm” Cleo noi.
Ash nhuréng d6i Iong may bt tri, hoi, “Mot cong viée 427

“Viée dé lam” C6 phay cai gié lau trude mét cau. “Thuc ra d& throng im. Homnay ¢6 hai 6ng ba ky niém I& cudi vang, Con céi ho cling gop lai tang
ho mot mon qua bat ngd 1a mdt chuyeén di nghi. Sang nay, ho tudng s€ chi dugc xe taxi binh thuong dén don.”

Nhirng khéch hang nhu vy, xtic dong va vui mimg khi durge ngdi trén mdt chiéc imo ¢6 18 Ja ln dAu tién, Ia nhitng khéich hang Cleo thich nhét. Ho bix
dap cho nhirng thirong nhan thanh dat luon yén ling, nhitng ngudi coi viée ndy nhu diéu hién nhién, hay tiéng thét rach mang nhi cuia nhitng c6 cdu qua
khich sap t6t nghiép cap hai, hay viéc quan Iy nhdém céc ba cac c6 say ruou lrdt khudt du bira tiée trurde ngay cudi voi ¢d dau. Quy ba sang nay, chiia
ban phudc cho ba ay, da 0a khoc o hang ghé sau chiec Bentley. Trong lic khdc ba ay nac Ién, “Oi troi dat, t61 da lam gi dé cé duge mdt gia dinh nhur t6i
dang c6 chr? Toi han la nguoi phu nit may mén nhat trén the gioi!”

“Va thir nghi xem ho da c6 thé c6 chuyén di tuyét voi hon bao nhiéu néu ho duoc nghe chwrong trinh ca t6.”

“Cau khong dimg cai y nghi ddy durge 42 Cau cha hon gi c4i hoi xép hang vé van. Néu cau mudn trd nén c6 ich hon,” Cleo n6i, “thi cau di pha cho t&
cde tra di.”

“Xin 16i cdu nhé.” Ash vd ngwe minh néi. “Céu dang néi chuyén véi mot siéu sao toan cau trong tuong lai day.”



“Ngon va diic nhé, khong nhidu sita qué, hai thia duong.”

Anh thong tha di vao nha va tr6 lai sau nm phit vi céc tra. Pung nhur tinh cach, anh dira Cleo céi ce ¢6 hinh ¢b gai mic 4o tim hai ménh nhung hai
manh d6 bicn mat khi coc qua néng. Khi Cleo ngbi xuong dura vao bire twdng ngin khu vrdn ghép cua ca hai nha voi duong, ba nguoi khach di ra khoi
Ravenswood. Ho ding n6i chuyén voi nhau mbt Itic r6i cau ban bat dong san nhay vao xe vay tay lai di. Hai nguoi con lai khao sat ngbi lang rdi cling leo
Ién chiéc Volvo, ngudi dan 6ng dong dong cao md ctra xe cho ba vo ¢ ddi chan qué khang khiu.

“Theo c4u thi ho ¢6 dinh mua ngdi nha ddy khong?” Cleo hoi.

“C6 thé. Trong ba ta gidng nhur con hac.” Ash nhiu mét. “Chwa néi dén viéc I thinh gia ctia dai Radio 4.”

Cméc Volvo néu sdm hoan hao roi di tht oai vé, qua quan ruou, 10i sau do thay vi 18 trai dé ra khoi kng thi tiép tuc vong quanh béi co t6i gan chd ho
ngoi vai toc dd murdi lam cdy so gio day de doa. Vira nhin ho di tdi, Ash vira ngan nga giai diéu bai hat ctia phim Ham ca mép.

Khi téi gAn, ngudi dan ba tréng con gidng con hac hon nita, d6i mit den bé ti teo, miii khodm nhu mo chim. Ba ta phai nghéch mit 1én dé ¢6 thé nhin
xuong cho Ash va Cleo.

“Chao. C6 ciu sdng & day ha?” Mt ho thé hién sur khong hai 1ong khi nhin thiy cdc tra véi ¢d gai trdn trudng, “Chiing toi vira qua xem biét thyr
Ravenswood. C6 vé nhur ngdi lang nay cling yén tinh. Ngudi & day song c6 vui vé khong?”’

“Vui vé 42" Ash n6i giong an can. “Ho mé ly luén. VAy ra 6ng ba muén mua ngdi nha do a?”

Nguoi phu nit déu doi mdi nho 1én nhur mdt nhan vién thué VAT. “Ciing c6 thé. Nhung ching t6i mudn biét vé Ddi Channings nhiéu hon trude khi dura ra
quyét dinh. Vo chong t6i thich thanh binh éma. Ngbi lang nay c6 yén tinh khong?”

“Theo t6i thi cling khong héin yén tinh. Ciing c6 lic ndy lic khac,” Ash ndi, “Chi. .. binh thudng thoi.”
“Nhur thé nghiia i sa0?”” Chdng ba ta thim do anh ddy chu y. Cleo ban khoan khong biét cude séng hon nhén ciia hai ngudi nay thé ndo.

“Khong phai B mily ngui thich tiéc ting,” ¢ giéi thich. “Chi I nhitng m thanh khong theo kiéu gi hét. Nhu k thanh nién phi mb t6 ngoai duong.. . the
ra ching 14 nhitng dira tré ngoan, nhung chiing khdng nghi tdi tiéng 6n chiing gty ra khi dua xe quanh béi cd.”

Hai tiéng hit vao nghe 16 mdn mot. Ngudi phu nit ring minh néi, “mod 6 42
“Khong phai tat ca,” Cleo voi vang trdn an ba ta. “Mot s6 dira chi di xe phan khdi nho. Nhung dém 1 ching nghi hét.”
Mt ngudi dan 6ng 16i ra. “Bén bt dong san khong ndi gi vé chuyén ndy ca.”

“Toi khong ngac nhién dau! Nhung ngoai chuyén do ra thi 4 Bing déu rit tuyét.” Cleo git dau nhiét tinh. “Quén ruou mién ché, rit nhidu ngudi dén do.
Ong ba s& c6 thém nhi€u ban bé, nhat 1a néu 6ng ba thich karaoke!”

Chiéc Volvo roi lang nhanh hon lic dén rat nhiéu. Ash khéu tay Cleo, vira dap manh mdt cai vira ndi, “Cau ding 1 hu hong.”
“Khong quan tam. T4 khong thich ho. Trong ba ta nhu mubn khoét miét to ra dy.”

“Néu cau lam ho ngiing ra, thi cai théing ban nha no s& sin cau dén ciing rdi ban cho banh xac.”

OK, diéu nay thi Cleo chura nghi ti. Cleo nhin vai. “Ho ciing khong hop vai lang nay dau.”

“Chir khong phai 1 lién quan dén viéc cau mubn phé rdi Johnny LaVenture 42

Quéi quy, sao Ash lai ¢6 thé noi thé nhi? Véi vé it dua dam nhét, Cleo ndi, “Day 14 diéu té nhit cau noi ddy.”

“Nhung ciiing i dip tuyét voi dé cau tra diia. Cau ta mudn ban cin nha that nhanh. C4u ¢6 1§ vira im hong du dinh ctia ciu ta. C4u thurong thin minh
dén thé nao day?”

“Oi, thoi di, ai d6 s& t6i mua ngdi nha do. Aid6 hop hon ho rit nhidu, rdi cau s& mimg 14 t6 da am vy. D sao thi,” Cleo n6i, nhay xudng tir trén turong
va dua tra chiéc coc rong hinh ¢6 gai khdng manh vai che than, “Johnny dang & New York, lamsao ciu ta biet dugc cha.”
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Chuong 4
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Chuyén gi d6 da xay ra. Abbie thiy bung quiin thit va ¢6 khong biét phéi lam gi. C6 1& néu ¢6 thong thao chuyén tinh cam hon, nhu em gi ¢6, thi 6 ¢6
thé doi phé dé dang hon. Trude khi gip Will, duong tinh duyén cua Cleo ¢6 thé long dong an dan, nhung it nhat con bé cling da tirng hen ho.

Nhung khi p gia dinh hai muoi ba nam v6i mbt nguoi dan Ong vui vé, gian don, hoan toan thoai mai ma gan nhu sau mdt dém lai tré nén xa cach, va
lanh nhat thi ca thé gi6i nhur dao Ion. Khong trat di dau duoc: Tom c6 dang vé clia nguoi dang gidu mot bi mat khing khiép. Hon nita, anh khong chiu
thira nhan 1 c6 chuyén bat on, ma nhu vy chi lam tinh hinh t¢ hon th6i. Binh thirdng 1a nguroi vui vé va co thé dem moi chuyén ra dua ban, by gioanh
nhu mt nguoi khac. Sang nay khi ¢6 d& cap t¢i chuyén d6 lan nita, anh da nhin 6 v6i anh mit ¢d chua timg thiy bao gi va cudi cling xoay ra git gong
dé co khong nhic di nhic lai nita, rdi sau d6 ra khoi nha.

That 13 khing khiép Abbie d3 song trong so hdi sudt ba ngay qua. Vianh ki dan 6ng nén nghi ngdy dau tién trong danh sach rét ¢6 thé 1a strc khoe, Tom
phéat hién ra cé dleu ginghiém trong. Hay Ja anh phat hién ra mot khdi u? Dén gap bac siva dugc thong bao tin xau? Pay 1 ndi lo so d4u tién cia co.
Thir hai, ma thure t& 14 cho dén tan dAu tuin ¢6 van c6 thé coi d6 1 chuyén khong thé xay ra, | chuyen anh ¢ nguoi tinh. Nhung hanh dong ctia Tom da
thay ddi qua nhiéu so voi binh thirong, c6 & diéu do cing khong hén khong thé xdy ra. Ma ngudi ta van noi vo' lubn I nguoi biét cudi cling con gi. 01
troi, chuyén gi s€ xay ra néu anh thyc sur c6 ngudi khac? An ndm véi ¢6 ta? Néu a ngudi cd biét thi sao. ... chuyén d6 da xay ra bao nhiéu ndmnay 101,
nhung gioy d6i thu ctia ¢6 mubn hon thé; don p anh, de doa s& néi cho nguoi khic dé bude anh phai hanh dong. .. bo vo va bt dau cude sbng méi véi
cOta... co thé co ta da co thai. ..

Cudng qua tao thity tinh méu hdng va vang gy danh réc trong tay co. Té that, miy thir nay con dit tién nira chir, mbi qua ba bang rudi.

“That khong thé tin dugc. Lai mdt qua nita.” Des Kilgour, chii trung tim san virdn nay, nhin thiy d trang tri Giang sinh v& vun khi anh ta di ngang qua.
“Chac Ia thang bé miic 40 khoac mau dd, nd wira dung ¢ day lic ndy...”

“Khong phai dau, la t6i ddy. Toi da im v3.” D mudn vay, Abbie ciing khong thé dé mot dira tré bn tudi vo toi nhan 16 hd. “N6 vor lam doi. Toi thue

su xin 161.”

“Oi thoi nao, khong sao ca, dimg lo ling gi hét.” Nhin thdy c6 budn, Des lp tirc nhurong bo. “Khdng sao dau, tai nan théi ma.” Anh ta dimg lai, ding
ngdn tay xanh xao vuot mai toc hoe do ctia co va do hoi vé quan tm. “C6 khong sao chir, Caz?”

Abbie gt dau, quyét dinh s& khong ndi ra. Des ludn danh tinh cim diic biét cho co, vi thé anh ta msi khong quat loan lén. Nhung anh ta | ong chia tot,
cho du anh ta khién c6 phat dién 1én khi cir goi c6 1a Caz

“Xin 1i, ti khong sao. Chi la mdt ngay khong vui thoi.”

“Thé thi ding lam v c4i ndo nita nhé.” Anh ta vui vé vO nhe 1én vai c6. “Miy qué tio d6 khong moc trén cay dau!”

Ong chu tdt, nhung 13 dién vién hai doc thoai hang xoang, C6 gom mdt nu cudi gwong gao, Abbie n6i, “Toi s& khong lam vay dau.”

“Ma ciing sap sdu gio roi. Tom ¢ dén dén co khong?”

C5 fic dAu. “Tdi nay anh Ay im mudn.” Hay | dang ban am tinh véi ¢6 ta, ai m biét dugc.

Xin dirng dé anh Ay ¢6 ngudi tinh. ..

Yét hau ctia Des 16i én rdi ha xudng, “Néu c6 mudn ti s& dira ¢6 vé nha.”

Anh ta that t6t bung khi néi viy, nhung Abbie lai Fic dau. Trung tAm san viron ndy chi cach nha khoéng cay rudi va di bo thi tdt hon cho co.

“Puoc rdi. Toi nén m tiép thi hon. Con ¢6 thi troi Ién nhé, Caz Chuyén d6 c6 1§ khong xay ra, nhi?”

Ca doi cd ghét nhét cau do. Néu Tom yéu mot phu nit khéc thi sao. Néu ¢b ta tré hon va c6 thé sinh con va anh by thure su mubn ¢6 con vdi ¢ ta thi
sao? Abbie cham chi phan loai cac d6 trang tri Gidng sinh bira bon vao cac khoang theo tirng mau. Néu tat ca nhitng diéu ¢d s¢ nhat dang xay ra bay
gio thi sao?

Ta biét I ta rét kém cdi khi dang c6 néu nréng cho ai d6 va gia vo nhur d6 1 viée ta van i héing ngay. Mo chai rugu ty rét cho minh mjt coc ddy -
chi d¢ kiém tra xem ruou c6 ngon khong thoi ma — Cleo thoi phit mo toc mdi ra khoi mt va tu hoi tai sao ¢6 lai imnhw viy. Tuy nhién c6 bict cau tra
10%; ciing gidng nhur khi ta nhin thiy chiéc vay trén mot tap chi sang loang, chay voira cira hang dé mua no i trong n6 dep tuyt trén ngudi cd ngudi mau,
va cting hy vong 14 cai vy s€ lam minh trong glong nhur ¢4 nguoi mau. Va chuyén ny la 16i ctia Nigella. C6 da xem chirong trinh d6. Nigella lim cho
viée chuan bi mot bira ba mon that i don gian. Bay ¢6, Cleo, dé c6 tin ring né d&, va vi thé da mdi Will dén sau gidr am va n6i véi anh ring c6 s& ndu

bita tdi cho anh.

Va vang, ngay sau khi 161 moi vui vé thoat ra tir miéng c6, c6 thure s da nghi chuyén nay s& diénra. C6 nghi i ¢6 c6 thé lim dugc, ring c6 hoan toan
cd du kha nang lam Will bat ngd véi tai nau nurdng t6i mirc anh nhin ra rang ¢d hién nhién 1a “ngudi phy nit hoan hao™ cho minh.

Cha, ké hoach 1 nhur vily. Tuy nhién, thay vao d6 ¢6 bi bao quanh béi déng hon don, x6t pho mét vén cuc, mon gi nuéng ¢6 vi la dén mite déng lo
lang, va cti cai vang bi chay.

“Moi ther 69 chir?” Wil thong thé budc vao can bép nho xiu, son miu xanh va tréing dugc trang tri da phong cach, rd rang dang tw hoi hai ngudi s& duge
an mon g toi nay.



“On 1di, 6n rdi, emchi... sép cac thir lai voi nhau thoi. . . Quéy ndi nurde x6t mdt cach dién loan, Cleo tu hoi khong biét lam thé quai nao dé méy cuc
ph6 mit von lai d6 tan ra. “Khong phai doi lau im dau!” ich thi 1a loai nurde x6t khé tan. N6 ¢l von lai nhur vdy ma khong chiu 1a ra gi cd. Nhung néu
6 ding cai 16 ludi dung rau ct thi nhitng cuc von nhd van co thé lot qua. Co mdt cach duy nhat 1a ding nhip d€ gap tirng cuc ra mdt, nhung the thi s§
lau lam. ..

“Pay la nhimg thir gi vay?”

“Cu cai vang,” C0 biét giong minh nghe ¢6 & chng ché. Nhung ngudi ta |am thé ndo dé ndu chin du to mi khong lam chay dau nho cia ching? Nigella
lam thé ndo nau duoc loai rau cu ¢é hinh tam giac co chi?

Nhin thdy nude x5t pho mat, Will noi qua quyét, “Moén g trong ngon qua.”

Oi troi, mon gi. Vin hoi min nén ¢6 di sira sai bang cach cho dudng vao, nhung sau d6 vi ctia nd I'é}t ky di nén c6 da phi thém mot 1op x0t sa té,
nhung cai vi ngot thi van con d6 nén by gio né ¢6 vingang phé nhur keo bo clmg déu phong v6i sur n6i loan ctia nurde x6t Worcestershire. Va toi. Mon
d6 changra gi, ¢6 khong thé dé anh némnd dugc, vé mat kinh hoang ctia anh s& lam ¢ khong chiu ndi. €6 s& phai thi nhan théi. Uong thém mdt ngum
ruou nita, Cleo lac dau roi néi, “Anh biét khong? Emmdi co...”

Tiéng dap cira 1oc coc lm cd ding lai ngay.

“Ai d6?” Will hoi. “Em con moi ai dén an ti 42” Giong anh c6 vé hoi hy vong, nhur thé c6 thém ngudi an d& dong thire an nay thi ciing khong hin 12 y
kién toi.

“Khong. C6 I 1a doi hét thanh ca.” Ciiing vui mirng boi sy ngit quing tam thoi niy, Cleo ra cira trude mo clra.
Eo, khong phai doi hat thinh ca. Ngudi dang dtmg bén ngoai cira mic chiée o khoac hiéu Barbour ¢ dung 1én dé tranh rét 1 Johnny LaVenture.
“Cleo, 6 mubn néi vai loi.”

Cleo Iudng ; bét cir khi ndo ¢6 ai ndi véi ¢b nhu vay, 6 lai c6 cam giac thdi thic mubn hét to “Meéo con!” hay “Ao ngue!” hay “Thiéu mudi” Nhung
trong han c6 vé chang thich thil gi may tir nay. Thyc ra trong han c6 vé gan nhur dir ton.

“Buge thoi.” CO dimg nguyén tai chd tyr hoi hén dén day lam gi. “T6 twong ciu vé My 16i chir.”
“Té vé rdi. Va gios thi lai & day. Cai mii ma quy gi thé?”

Lao. Nhung hén ciing ¢6 Iy. M6n hoa lo xanh ¢0 ndu lic trude van dang trong cai chéo trén bép, doi rudi x5t pho mat khi c6 timra cach danh tan miy
cuc von. Thiy bi xtic pham, ¢6 n6i, “Bira t6i diy.”

“Pang chay ri.” Vao nha ma khong dugc ai moi, hin di ngang qua ¢ dé vao bép.

“Xin il Cleo nén gian bude theo han. Can nha bdng chde nhr nhé hin di khi héin bude vao. T6t nhat 1 hén khong duogc dé lai vét bun trén tm tham
mau kem & hanh lang.

“Quy than oi, cau khong ngiri thiy gia?” Johnny di thing tdi bép, cam cai chio trang men mau xanh v6i mon hoa lokh6 chdy bén trong ma tha vao chéu
rira. Khoi mil téa 1én nhu mot cay ndm ngay lap tirc bao trim ca can bép voi tiéng xéo xéo choi tai.

“Cai bép ga d6 khong bat mi.” Cleo chong ché tht ra. “T¢ tudng ¢ mii khing khiép nhur vy vi d6 1 m6n hoa lo xanh.”

Hién nghiéng cai chao van con bdc khéi vé phia ¢6. Mén hoa lo da den kit lai dinh chét vao day chao. Oi do, it nht bay gior c6 khdng con phai lo tinh
cach danh tan mon x6t pho mét von cyc nita. Nhuéng may nhin mon cu cai vang gan nhu bien thanh than, nurde x6t va con ga chit lam tu, Johnny n6i
voi Will, “Anh dinh &n may mon d6 that a?”

S& that tuyét néu Will dmmot phat vao mit Johnny, nhung ¢ kha néng  anh ciing dong tinh v6i héin. Cleo gidn dit noi, “Doi da, ¢ da moi cdu vao nha
chura?” Can nha khong thé so sanh durgc véi Ravenswood nhung day 1a nha ctia 6, 13 noi c6 16n 1én va c6 yéu timg xang ti mét clia can nha am cing, cli
k¥ nay.

“Chura.” Johnny nhin ¢6. “Thé cau c6 nhé da ndi chuyén v6i hai ngurdi mubn mua nha t6 khong?”

Oi, chét tiét.

“Cai gico?’

“Dimg gia v&s ciu khong biét gi. Thoi no, t6 dau c6 dén day dé ném mdn &n cta cdu.” Han ic dau tréc an. “To ndi chuyén véi ngudi bén nha cho t6.
Sau d6 6 goi cho hai ngurdi da doi y sau khi néi chuyén vdi ai d6 trong lang. Trude d6 ho rat thich ngbi nha.” Doi mét han lap lanh. “Cho t6i khi ho nghe
chuyén ¢ day c6 ca d6i Thién than Dia nguc cudp giat trong lang hang dém.”

“Va anh cho ring Cleo noi voi ngudi ta thé 42 Will cudi cling ciing dimg ra béo vé cd. “Anh biét ddy, t6i khong nghi vay.”



Thire ra, tai sao lic trude ¢d can anh bao vé thi anh lai khong lim vay?

“Toi chéc | anh ding,” Johnny kéo dai giong, “Chi I Ific ti yéu cAu ho md ta lai ngudi ho ndi chuyén clng, ho ndid6 1a o gii da ngim khoéng gin ba
muroi voi may lon toc nhudm dé va dom tan nhang rat 1on bén dudi mat phai.”” Han ding lai. “Nén anh c6 thé thay tai sao t6i lai két lun nhu vay.”

Cleo thiy Will bi séc.

“Diing vdy, i t& ddy.” C6 dimg thing lung thach thirc. “Nhung cau phai nhin thiy ho co. Ho khong hé hop véi ci ling ndy dau.”

“Va t¢ dodn cdu s& thay rét vui néu |im cho t& cau dién lén,” Johnny n6i. “Vay thi chic mimg, cAu thanh cong roi. Néu 6 khong tim thiy ai khéc mua
ngdi nha trude Giang sinh, t¢ s& mat co hdi mua can hd 6 van mubn mua tir lu roi. Vi thé nén Iy do t¢ dén day hom nay 1 yéu cau ciu khong lam nhur
vay nita. Vinoi that Ia t& khong thay chuyén ndy budn cuoi teo ndo ca.”

Va thé 13 hét. Han quay lung bo di.

Khi cira trude da dong, Will chidm chi nhin Cleo qua cin bép.

“Anh khong thé tin dugc 1 em khong ké véi anh chuyén nay.”

Oi troi, lai mbt dng thich rao giang dao dirc. “Em chi ghét mdi cai 1 hén uon dat duge nhing thir héin mudn.” C6 thé dai thuon thuot. “Anh ¢6 bi bat
ngo va that vong khong? Emda tuy 1am 6 danh va ha thap minh phai khong?”’

Mot nu curoi chdm chAmné trén mdi anh. “Anh s& tha thir cho em.”

Phil, cam on troi! VA vi ca hai dd sdn da tha nhan 161 Am. . . “Con chuyén nira,” Cleo néi. “Em khong gioi ndu an dau.”

“Sao emnoi vay. Anh khong hé nhan ra ddy.” Will cudi va tién gan t6i co. “Dén ddy hon anh ndo. Ai mi mubn an rau chir.”

“Mén ga ciing vay. Ciing khing khiép im.” Cleo néi khi dirng gitta hai nu hon, “Minh s an ci gi d6 ngoai quan ruou nhé. Anh lam gi thé?”
Tay anh d& udn xubng dudi o ¢o. .. v, va gid anh dang cdi chiée 4o ngire Iya xa tanh miu tim nhat.

“Lén giwong trude da,” Will thi thim vao tai ¢o. “Quén ruou sau.”

Muii mon hoa lo chdy trui ciing lim ¢6 mét hét cam gidc mudn an. Vong tay qua c6 anh, Cleo hanh phiic néi, “Véi em dé [ y kién tuyét voi.”
Ban dang doc truyén Minh Thur Yéu Nhé, Cleo? duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chwong 5

Abbie vira n.fim dudi lop bong bong xa phong trong b(f)n tAm mot i thir Bay vira nghe trén dai nhirng ct dién thoai moi nguoi goi dén ké vé cac van O}é
khé giai quyet. Nghe duoc nhirng bé tac trong cude song hay tinh the tin thoai ludng nan cua nguoi khac dang ra phai giip ¢6 quén Tom di, nhung két
qua khong duoc nhur viy. Anh dang tham gia chuyén céu ca voi miy dong nghiép dén hét cudi tuan ndy. Cai 6 thoi. Tuy nhién, chuyen dindy da duoc
Ién Tich tr may thang trude 161, nén ¢6 1§ 1a that.

C6 khong biét con phai nghi thé ndo nita. Ban be anh c6 thé d biét diéu bi mét nghiém trong ctia anh va dang gidu giém cho anh. Mdi lan nghil ¢én Tom
bén ngudi dan ba khac, tim Abbie lai gon 1én n6i s¢' va con bubn non lai 4p 1n c6 hong. N6i xau ho xém chiém ¢ khi mdt nguoi phu nit hién lanh goi toi
daikhoc nire én vi chong c6 moi mit va bac sivira thong bao voi ¢6 la dira con trai tt nguyen ning ctia ¢6 chi con song duoc sau thang nita. Du chung
thity hay khong, it nhat Tom van con séng. Oi trdi, trir phi anh dy ciing nhan dwoc mot tin khing khiép nhur vay. . .

“_.. Con bay gio ching ta cing nghe Eric dang goi t6i,” C6 phat thanh vién ndi. “Xin chio Eric. Van dé ctia anh ti nay  gi vay?”

“O... chuyén nay da t0n tai nam nam r6i.” Giong Eric nghe rét lo Fing. “Nhung cho tdi gidr ti van ¢ thé kiém soét durge. Van dé 1 toi khong biét minh
con ¢d the tiep tuc nhu viy khong. Toi khong the giau vo toi. Toi yéu cd 4y, chi bict day. Toi ghét ¢d. .. chuyén ndy gitta hai ching toi. Toi phai thi nhén,
nhung t6i s¢ s€ danh mat ¢6 ay. Y t6i 1, néu c6 ay khong chap nhan duoc chuyén nay thi sao?”

“Eric 4, anh ¢6 v& o mdt ngwdi chong chu déo. Thét ot | anh di diing cam dé goi ct dién thoai ndy.” Giong ngwoi dn churong trinh vén déng yéu va
tron tru, giong nhu mét tran trén miéng banh mi nuwéng. “Anh ké vé bi mét ctia anh di.”

Abbie chd doi. Anh ta an ndm véi ¢ thu ki, Hay anh ta c& bac hét sach sb tién danh dum ca doi ctia gia dinh. Hay anh ta d3 giét me minh.
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“O... vin dé I, t6i i dan ong thich mic d6 phu nit,” Eric néi. “Toi d4 méic do nit trong hai muroi nm troi.”

Vay thoi a? Abbie thd hat ra ddy thit vong, Sau con gidn dit c6 da trai qua, ¢d & * phat dién néu Tom gyc xudng thi nhan Iy do gin déy anh cur xir la ling
12 do anh mubn méc quén 4o phu nit. Troi dét, vo Eric khong biét 1 ¢6 ta may mén thé ndo dau.

“Oi Eric, dé t6i ndi vdi anh diéu nay. Chuyén d6 thue ra pho bién hon da s6 moi ngudi tuéng dy. C6 rt nhidu, rat nhidu dan dng bi mit méic vy clia vor
hay thiy sung sudng khi méic quan 16t phu nit bang lya bén trong quan 4o cdng sé ctia hg.”

“Toi c6 lam vdy ddy.” Giong Eric thur giéin hon. “Toi k ké toén cia cong ty. Néu moi nguoi biét toi méic cai gi bén dudi by do xam thi.... trm, 1018
khong bao'gic‘r dé dieu do xay ra. Toi ‘chi muon chia s€ di€u nay voi vo toi.” Khéng thé dung lai, anh ta n6i thém mot cach ty hao, “Ma chi toan do t6t
thoi, chi biet khong. Khong c6 gi ré tién ca, khong phai soi nhan tao. Mot tram phan tram lya tir hang La Perla.”

“Oi Eric, d6 La Perla dep tuyét. Anh c6 gu thim my ddy.” Nguoi dan churong trinh t6 vé ngudng md. “Nhung phai gidu vo nhur vay thit kho nhi.”

“Phai, diing Ia 4c mong, T01 phai g01 chiing lai trong hop dung politen, dat trén gic mai dudi ddy cai ruong dung rem cira ¢ii. Ma t6i khong thé gidu lau
hon dugc nita. ... Toi mudn vo t6i biét vé toi na van yéu toi. Udc mo cta t6i 14 hai vor chdng ¢6 thé di mua sdm ciing nhaw.” Eric ¢6 vé ban khodn.
“Nhung néu ¢ 4y coi viée nay la dang kinh tom thi sao? Néu c6 dy mubn ly di thi sao?”

Abbie dat bong tam xubng va ngdi ddy, c6 hai thir im dau oc ¢6 rdi én. Thir nhit, niic dii nghe nhur diéu khong thé xay ra, nhung néu Tom ding 1
thich méic qué.n 40 phy nir thi sa0? Hai nam trude khi ho duge moi di dur tiée hoa trang, anh miic gidng nix hoang gidi tri vay! C6 chua bao gio nghi 14 anh
Jam thé vi mudn duoc doi ms toc xodn gia mau vang, boi son trat phén 1de loet va mic chiéc vay du tiéc bang lua mau ngoc lam trrc mat moi nguoi.
Cho dii anh trong nhur ba chi xau xi con di ghé ctia nang Lo Lem va Iong chén thi chia ca ra ngoai c4i quan tat ludi.

Thir hai, cho dén tan bay gio ¢ van chura thé tim ra mdt manh mdi nao ca. Thé moi chimg t6. .. ¢6 thidu manh mbi dén thé nao. Néu 6 luc tung trong
nha thi ai bict duoc s€ tim thay cai gi?

Vay ¢6 con cho gi nita? Bét cir thir gi cting t6t hon céi s khong t6 twong khimg khiép ny. Xoet mot cai, Abbie nhay ra khoi bon tam, lau’khd va
choang 4o ngu kén. Sau do, trong khi toc van con dang nho murde, ¢6 chay vao can phong ngu ngan ndp mau lyc sang va Xn tay 4o In. O day trudc.
Sau d6 la phong lam viéc, noi Tom gitr tat ca chc loai gidy td. Va néu ca hainoi déu khong cho thém manh mbi gi, thi s& tréo thang Ién gac mai ddy nhén
va bui. OK,, néu c6 1 Tom dang mudn gidu didu gi do t0i 161, c6 s& gidu nd & dau?

Bén muroi phit sau, ¢o da timra. Ngay lic ¢6 da dinh bo qua phong ngi thi n6 ndm & do. Trong ngan tu dung tat cta Tom, trong sb tat ca nhimg noi
khong thé tuong tuong ra. Co gan nhur khong dinh tim & nhirng noi qua 16 iéu. Nhung ngay sau khi nghe tiéng gidy sot soat va nam Iy chiéc phong bi
gip kin, ¢6 biét d6 chinh 14 thir minh dang tim kiém.

Gios thi con budn non ctia 6 dang kén timg dot, cang lic cang manh hon. Run rdy, Abbie déng ngin tit lai va ngdi sup xudng mép giurdng, Phai rdi, chinh
Ia‘ né day, khong nghi ngg‘f giniia. Bao thu mau xanh bién, tem hang nhat, dé}u buu dién murdi mdt ngay trude. Tél} va dia chi gﬁa Tom 0 mat trudc, Vif:t )
bang nét chit phy nit. Neéu thu nay 1a ttr ngudi tinh ctia anh ta, thi co ta da liéu minh giri nd. Trur khi d6 chinh 14 di€u c6 ta muon lam, dé moi ngudi biet vé
bi mit nay.

Abbie nhdm m¥it. Khi ta d4 biét didu g d6, ta khong thé im ngo nira. Cude doi co tir ddy s& thay doi mii mi.

Puoc rdi, bit diu ndo.

C6 rat manh gidy khoi bao thur. Lic c6 md t& gidy ra, mdt birc anh roi xudng san. Nhitng ngén chan trén ciia ¢6 nhian nhim vi lo so. Abbie cir dé né ddy
va bat dau doc:

B6 Tom thurong yéu, OK, bd khong chiu viét thr lai mic diibd da hira Ia s& lim vay, nén con danh viét cho bd 1an nira. C6 phai bd dang hy vong 1a néu
b6 1o con di thi con & b qua khong? Vi con dam chac vo6i bo Ia dicu do6 s& khong bao gio xay ra dau! Ca doi con Van tur hoi b6 minh Ia ai, va bay gio
con da timra b 10i., con s& khong tir bo dau — khong doi nao. Tién thé, con mimng 1a bd khong tra hoi vé diéu nay, hay ¢ chbi bo ring bd khong phai
b ctia con, nhung me n6i con rét gidng bo. Du sao thi con cling giri vao ddy bure anh con chup ném ngodi (cai thoi doi mil ky di cua con!), b6 ¢ thé tr
xem xem ¢6 gidng khong. Con ciing khong xu im diing khong?!

Ma con ciing rét tiéc lflqbé) VoI Vg b6 ¢6 thé thiy rétkho xur nhung day déu phai 181 tai con. BS goi dién cho con sémnhé 10i bd con minh ctng 1én lich
gip nhau. Bo khong thé biet duge con mong gip bo dén theé nao dau! (Me giri 16i chao va me cling xin 101, nhung bo biét thira me the nao roi ma!)

Yéubd,

Con gai dang rat mudn gip bd,

Georgia XXxxxx

Abbie ciii xudng nhét tim anh 1én [t lai. Con can bang chimg gi nita, chinh i ny cudi ciia Tom, d6i mét xanh bién nhat ngurée 1én nhin 6 trén bo mit
thiéu nién hinh trai xoan. Mot ¢ bé, cudi tuoi 16i, voi gd ma ctia Tom va vién mdi khong thé lan véi ai dugc ctia anh. May lon toc xoan vang nhat tudt
khoi chiéc mil ludi trai mau tim ctia con trai. Con bé deo d6i vong tai rat to va mic do khodc bo trang,

Con bé khong xau im N6 rét xinh 1 khéc. Va n6 trong giéng Tom dén nurc cudi.



Cham chim, Abbie tur git dau voi minh. Ra viy ddy; g c6 da biét sur that. Tomkhong 6m. Cling khong phi anh dang ngoai tinh. Nhung anh da 6
nguoi tinh tir nhiéu nam trude.

Ngumchongyeuthuong, thangthan, rAt d4ng tin ciy da khong chung thily voi ¢6, va ngudi tinh ctia anh da sinh ra mdt bé gai ma bay gid - d& hiéu qué -
con bé dang rat mubn gip bd no.

Sau tit ca nhitng gi hai vo chong da cung trai qua, chuyén nay glong nhur bi ddm dao vao bung vay, hét nhat nay dén nhat khac. Om chit nguc, Abbie
phat ra tleng 1én nhe x6t xa khi cam thiy thé gi6i ctia c6 dang sup d6. By gio c6 da biét rdi, va ¢6 khong thé nhim mét im ngo duoc. Cude song s&
khong thé nhur trurde nita.

Mt tiéng sau d6 chudng dién thoai reo. Man hinh hién thi tén ngudi goi cho co biét d6 1a dong nghiép Des. Cam thay qué khon khd, Abbie nhic dién
thoai Ién théu thao “A 16.” Oi troi, hong ¢b sung Ién vi khoc nén nghe ching gibng moi khi chit nio. Qua mudn rdi, gid nhu ¢6 khong tra 10i dién thoai.

“Caz a? C¢ phai co khong?” Des c6 vé ngac nhién.
“Ding rdi.”” C6 héng giong rdi thir lai. “Chao anh.”

“Nghe ndy, t0i dang Ién lich phén cong cong viéc, Magda phéi di du d4m tang ong chii vao thir Tur, nén cira hang bi thiéu ngudi. C6 ¢ thé dbi ngiy nghi
sang thir Nam dugc khong?”

“O... m...” Dau oc ¢b gidng nhur ddng bong gon; anh ta lai dang néi vé chuyén phai bon ngay nita moi t6i.
“C0 c6 sao khong?”

“Pugc, vang. .. vang, t61 khong sao...”

“Khong diing, C6 chuyén gi thé?”

“Khong co gi...” Vianh ta dang t ra 6t bung, va ¢6 vé thue sur quan timnén c6 da khong kim lai duoc. Tiéng nirc né khong ngin ndi vos da nhur dan
sting than cong,

“Duge rdi. La Tom phai khong?” Des 1én giong n6i gip, “C6 phai anh ta danh ¢6 khong?” Nhur Siéu nhan sén sang phong téi ctru gitp.
“Khong phai, Tomkhong c6 & dy. Anh 4y dic... cau roi.” Tiéng nirc nd lai bat ngd da ra. Mat c¢6 da danh lai, chua chat vi nudc nit.
“Con ¢d & mt minh 4?2 Puge rdi, dung di dau ca, hiy doi 6 d6. Nam phut nita t6i s€ toi.”

“Kh. .. khong, anh khong phai lim viy dau. ..” Nhung da muon roi, Des dd ctp méy. Anh ta dang dén.

Abbie chi i thoi gian lau kho nit va dau khd soi grong voi doi mét sung vil truoe khi chudng cira nha dudi reo. Néu Cleo khong ban g, co thé ¢6 da
oi con bé dén. Nhung Cleo dang ¢ Bristol vi Will, va bay gio Des da dén noi, c6 camkich vi co ngudi bén canh; mong muon duoc tim sy dang dang
1én khong ngimg lai duoc, giéng nhur dong nude trong voi twdi virdn, con Des, mdt ngudi thire sur ot bung, ¢6 thé I thinh gia tan tim,

Khi ¢6 m6 cira, anh ta vira nhin it c6 lién kéu Ién, “C6 chuyén gi thé?”

“La Tom Anh 4y da ngoai tinh.” Liic d4n dudng vao phong khéch, Abbie nhin né bang dnh mét méi mé. Moi thir déu ngin nép tinh trom, vi ¢4 hai vo
chdng ¢6 déu rét ty hao vé can nha ctia minh. Tir gidy dan tuong Colefax va Fowler mau vang nhat dén rém cira ciing tong voi san gd danh bong va
tham mau kem, tt ca déu hoan hao. Trong c6 tuoi cuoi hanh phuc trong nhitng tAm anh ¢6 va Tom bén nhau, xép trén ban va trén bé cira s quanh can
phong. C6 Up khung anh gan nhit xuong. “Va c6 mot dira con.” Noi o1 d6 qua to khién co giat minh. Sp, chiéc khung thir hai tp xudng, “Con gai.”
Réc, tiéng nirt manh kinh chiéc khung bang bac yéu quy ¢6 hinh hai vo chong trong ngiy cudi. Phai rdi, ngay hanh phuic nhat doi ¢6. “Tén l Georgia.”
Xodng.

“Oi Caz, troi dat, t6i rit tiéc.” Des trong that kinh. “Con bé mdi ra doi a2
Abbie lc dau, 16i cai phong bi trong i 40 ngi dura cho anh ta. C6 nhin anh ta xem birc anh trude, sau dé doc birc thur.

“Trdi o1, Poc xong, anh ta n6i, “Chuyén ndy khé nghiém trong dy. Nhung con bé khéng ndi nd bao nhiéu tubi. C6 1& chuyén nay c6 tir trude khi hai
ngudi biét nhau.”

“Anh doan hay ddy.” Xwrong ham c6 dau dén vi gdng minh sudt tir nily.”"Nhung khong phai vy dau. Bon t6i da luon bén nhau. Tir khi hai dtra m6i muroi
bbn tudi, anh c6 tin khong. La ban than tir thia 4u tho.” Nhitng tir d6 nghen lai trén hedi ¢6; moi thir d6 nat tir ddy. “Ca hai ciing ¢6 lan d4u tién trong
ngy sinh nhét thir muroi sau cta toi. Tat ca ching toi . ... cAn | duge ¢ ciing nhau, ni méi, cho dén cudi doi. Lam sao t6i cd thé thyre 1ong tin nhur thé
chir!” Xo-a-ng, gwong cia mdt khung dnh nita v& vun trén san va ¢6 hoi giat lai vi mot manh vo bat ra ddm vao chan co.

“Thoi, dimg lai di. Lai ddy.” Tom Hy tay c6, Des gidng c6 ra khoi dong kinh vo. “C5 s& tur im minh dau ddy.”

“Anh ngtii t6i chua dit dau 4?” Qué khich vi cudng nd va dau kho, Abbie thét Ién, “Anh khong bao gidr hiéu ndi toi cam thiy thé ndo dau! Des, anh da
bao gio tur hoi tai sao t6i va Tom khong c6 con khong?”



Trong mét Des hién 1o su kinh ngac. R rang chua bao gios anh ta tir hoi didu ndy. “Chura.”

“Thé thi, |2 bi vi t6i khong thé ¢6 con. Khong thé. Khong bao gi.” C6 phai co mit sach tw chi khong? Abbie khong quan tim. C6 & khong quan tim
to1 viée mat tu chil hay khong Ia du dé thay c6 da mat tu chi géi Lo mO nhdn ra 1 Des dang d}ra cora khéi,déng Kinh v - tuyét that, gio anh ta doi xr
voi ¢d nhu mdt con ctru suy sup — ¢d 0a khoc nire no. “Vi the nén t6i khdng chiu dugc, that day, khi do 1a tat ca nhitng gi toi m. .. mong mudn trong ca
doindy.”

Nhur Siéu nhan bét dau cong viéc, anh ta dira c6 ra khoi phong khéch vé hudng cau thang. “Chi cho t6i chd dé may hit bui di. C6 Ién trén thay do di.
C6 khong ¢ day mdt minh duogc dau.”

Khi ta d3 t6i dudng cling va khong biét phai im gi ma dwoc nghe 10i chi dAn 15 rang, don gian thi s& thiy khudly khoa hon. Thay quén 4o thi c6 Am
dwoc. khi chiéc méay hit bui Dyson kéu canh cach va gim i dudi gac, hit timg ménh va vun kinh, Abbie mic quin bo va cai 4o len ¢d tim rong thing
thinh vao. Ai cling ndi cudc hdn nhan ctia ¢6 va Tom phai I cudc hon nhan hanh phic nhit ma ho biét, va c6 da kho dai tin ho. Trong khi d6 sau hung
¢, lic ¢d con dang cam thiy hanh phiic va duoc yéu dén nure cudi, Tomda che gidu s khong chung thily ctia minh. Va khi da ngoai tinh rdi. . . thi sao
lai dimng lai chr? C6 doan 14 ¢6 khi anh ta d& ¢6 ca t& nguoi tinh roi.

Ngtii ¢én chuyén nay that khong chiu ndi. Nén ¢ khong nghi nita. C6 ding lwoc chai mé toc rdi, Abbie dau hang va budc toc Ién bang chiée chun mau
luc.

Ngudi ta ¢6 nén ding may hit bui dé hit kinh v& hay khong, hay c4i bao bén trong s& bi rach ra khong lanh lai dwoc ma bién thanh vo dyng?
Oi, ¢ biét 1 cam gidc d6 m.
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Chuwong 6

Can ho ctia Des, bén trén trung tim sin vuon, duge bay bién don gian, trang tri vi sic hoa moc lan dam, va ngin ndp hon so véi twong tuong ciia ¢o.
Anh ta da qua tot bung. Khi anh ta hdi c6 uong gi, Abbie n6i, “Cho ti rirou, vang trang nhé néu anh ¢6,” va Des xin 101, “Ticc qua, t6i khong c6 rugu
trong nha. T6i ra quan ruou mua mdt chai nhé, khong thi van con rirgu manh tir Giang sinh nim ngoai.”

RO rang anh ta khong phai nguoi ubng duogc oy, di?:u ndy ciing khong & im Trong cén bép hep miu be, phét hién thiy nude chanh ¢6 ga, Abbie ndi,
“The thi.... rrou ning va nuée chanh vy, the dugc roi,” va khong nd phan nan khi thay Des, ding la khong bict vé ruou khi d6 hai phan déu nhau vao
céi cOc uong bia ¢d mdt phan tu 1.

Thire ra ¢ thiy quen din sau khi lam vai hép rung ca minh. Va hoi 4m lan toa trong bung & rang khién c6 thu giéin. C6 thé hiéu duoc tai sao khi gip
hoan nan thi nguoi ta quay ra uéng ruou. Bén canh ¢4 trén chice sofa da da son, trude 10 su6i dang chay, Des la thinh gia tuyét voi, gat dau thong cam,
va hoan toan dung vé phia c6. Anh ta khong ngat 101, khong hé thay phien 1a c6 dang ndi hét phan, va dua c6 thém khan gidy khi to ¢6 dang ding da uét
sling.

... Bon toi phat hién ra khi t6i mudi bay tudi. Toi phai vao vién lam di thir xét nghiém, rdi ho béo t6i 1 tir cung ctia t6i khong nubi thai duge. Va thé I

hét, khong ai im duoc gi ca.” Sau khi chia s¢ véi anh ta nhimg diéu riéng tw d6, Abbie ngira dau vao gdi dua tron trén ghé. “T6i chi mubn chét thoi. Toi
nghi Tom s& bo 61 di. Tai sao anh 4y lai mudn miic ket voi ngudi khong thé co con chir? Boi vi ngay tir lic do, bon t6i da biét s& ¢6 ngdy minh mubn ¢6

con. Nhung anh 4y qué tuyét voi.” Nudc mit chiy xudng mit roi khoi cam cd. “Anh 4y ndi chuyén niy khong sao ca, va anh Ay yéu toi du dé khong bo

roi ti. Tét nhién, anh 4y quén khong nhic dén chuyén anh 4y s& bo qua bang cach di ngi1 véi phu nir khac sau krng t6i.”

“C6 thé chi xay ra dimg mdt an do thdi,” Des noi.
Abbie lau mét. “Anh nghil nhur thé s& Bm t6i cam thay vui hon a? Bay gid anh mubn vé phe anh ta 4?”

“Khong, khong hé, that ma.” Ném ly tay c6, anh ta siét manh. “T6i khong biét im sao anh ta c6 thé lam chuyén ndy vdi ¢6.” Des Fic dau. “Thé con
nhan con nu6i? C6 da thir chura?”

“0, bon t6i ¢ mudn chir. Bon toi Ay nhau lic t6i hai muroi mdt tudi va bét dau thir tim ngay lap tirc. Nhung ai ciing bao rang bon i nhén nudi lic d6 thi
tré qua, ctr nhur 1 bi trimg phat dy. Ma t6i thi khong thé doi dugc.” Abbie nham n¥it khi ky trc x6t xa vé thoi diém do 4o at trdy vé. Cleo, két qua cia
viée vor ké hoach ciia cha me ¢6 Iic Ay m6i bay tubi, va co rit thich trong nom em gai nho, nhung diéu d6 chi lam c6 thiy dau dau hon vi thiéu ving mot
dira con trong doi. “T6i chi mudn c6 mdt dira con ciia riéng minh. Mi ngiy dai nhur ca thang, mdi thing nhu ca nam, va ho bao bon toi quay lai sau nam
ndm khi hai dtra da 6n dinh hon. On dinh! Con néu minh thiy bét 6n thi ho bao minh 14 theo ho thi diéu d6 cang chimg t6 ring minh khong phit hop!” Loi
Ié cir tubn ra.

“Nén bon t6i thir nhé ngudi mang thai hd nhung chuyén d6 ciing qua dau budn va ciing khong c6 tic dung gi. .. i bon t6i chéng thé thir thém duoc nita,
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nén bon t6i tiét kiém tién trong hai nam ké tiép va nghién ciru xem ¢6 thé nhén con nudi tir nude ngoai hay khong, Nhung moi chuyén qué phirc tap va
khé khén, t6i roi vao tinh canh té dén mirc bac si phai cho 61 ubng thudc an than. Bac sindi toi bi am anh, va né anh hudng I6n dén cude sng ciia t6i,
va néu khong cn than thi t6i s& bi suy sup than kinh ning, Vao lic d6 thi Tom bt toi phéi dimg lai. Anh 4y rét cuong quyét khi noi anh 4y mudn c6 mbt
ngudi vo, chir khong phai mot ké suy nhurge néi ning Eip bép. Anh dy néi néu cir dé moi viée troi di nur thé thi cudi cing hai vo chdng s& chi im dau An
nhau ma thoi. Ma anh biét khong, sau muroi tam thang dia nguc d6, cach anh Ay n6i im t6i cam thy diu bét di. Bon t6i da thir du cach ma ching dat
duoc gi. Nén bon t6i bao nhau 1 thi ctr chd thém bbn niim nita. Nhung sau d6 bt cir ic ndo bon t6i nghi dén chuyén 4y, Tom lai thiy t6i bj ton
thurong nén lai théi khong mudn t6i phai trai qua nita. Roi khi t6i dén gip bac sivoi bo dang d6, béac sibao 1 t6i khong tir chim soc ban thin, va véi tiéu
str bénh tam than nhu t6i thi ngudi ta di sao ciing khong cho t6i nhan con nudi dau.” C6 dimg lai, quay lai nhin Des. “Thé I thoi, bon t6i chdm dirt hoan
toan chuyén do, vinh vien, tu bao nhau it nht bon toi ciling con ¢ nhau.”

Des cam thong siét chit tay 6 mdt lan nita. “Toi khong hé biét. Toi rét tiéc.”

“PAu phéi 161 tai anh.” Nhiu méy khi thiy chiéc ly rong trén tay kia, Abbie néi, “Toi im dd cde nay a2

Des cudi. “C6 udng hét rdi. Ctr chor & ddy, dé toi di ly ly khac.”

Lic Des tir bép quay kai, Abbie lai dang khoc.

“Toi xin 161, t6i khong biét mrdc mét & d4u ra nira.” Abbie md mam tim td khin gidy khac. “Chéc chéin day I budi tdi chan nhét doi anh.”
“Dimg c6 ngde thé. Ching ta 1 ban ma, phai khong?” Anh ta ngdi xudng, “Cé dang gip han ma lai khong dang bi nhur vy.”

Giip han. D6 ciiing i mdt cach ndi. Nhung anh ta dang ¢b ging hét strc dé gitip c6. Va c6 cam thiy dé chiu i anh ta dang dimg vé phia co.

“Toi chéing biét phai am sao nita.” Giong Abbie khan di. “Toi van khong thé tin dwoc 1 anh &y im nhur vy. Toi khong thé tin duoc chuyén ny i x...
xay ra. .. To1 chi muon lam anh ay dau kho nhu anh ay da khién t61 dau kho. ..”

Oikhong, Oi Chua oi. Lilc Abbie mb mit, nhitng gl xiy ra dém hom trude doi vé, 16 rang dén timg chi tiét va mau séc.
Tirng chi tiét mot.

Da day c6 quén lai vi so hai, ¢6 nhin chiim chim vio c4i rém ctra xa la v cam thiy c6 mot canh tay xa la dang quang qua ngudi ¢d, hoi 4m pha vao phia
sau c6. CO lam gi dé roi vao canh ndy? C6 didu €6 ¢6 dap an cho cau hoi d6. Bi kich thich boi ca vai ruou néing pha it rde chanh thir hai, ¢6 cir thé
nguyén rtia ny no trong khi Des lai. .. thuc syr rat tot bung, Tur t&, kién nhan, va khong ngimg théu hiéu ¢6. Ti khi ¢o hét Ién, “Con Tom s& phan tmg
thé ndo néu toi im nhur vay véi anh éy?” va Des da ddm dudi nhin vao miit ¢6 v6i vé khong dién dat dirgc bang 1di cho t6i khi cubi ciing ciing hiéu ¥ co.

Thét tha ma noi, gitta hai ngudi luén c6 mot lye hit nao do. Nhung khong ai timg mo' twdng xa x0i, chi la ho khong phai loai nguoi dy. C6 Ia ngudi da c6
gia dinh d€ hue, va Des ton trong dicu do.

Nhung by gio, sau tit ca nhitng chuyén ndy, thi sao lai khéng xay ra duoc chir? Su két hop ctia hoi men va mong mudn tra thiy d thic ddy ¢6 am
chuyén do. C6 d viron ngudi t6i hon anh. Chi thé thoi, chi mot mu hon, nhung Des s6t sing dap lai. Hai ngwrdi hon mot chit nita, ¢6 thdy hoi khac la,
nhung vi dang mudn tra thi Tom, ¢6 lai tiép tuc. CO ndm trong vong tay Des duoc mot lic, chiée sofa b?mg da tron tudt tré nén bat tién nén anh ta gip
cd dimg day dua vio phong ngi. Téi bude d6, hoi men da thyc sy co tac dung. That lidu inh, c6 gin nhu quyét dinh s& lm tinh v6i anh ta. Thé day,
Tom, xemanh c6 thich nhur vay khong, Nhung khi vao cude, ¢ khong nhan biét duoc 16 rang nita. Des di c6i 4o, nhung lic anh ta dinh c6i khuy 4o ¢,
¢ lc du rat lui, kéu lén khong, khong, xin 16i anh nhung khong duge. Va véi dng tot vo bién, anh ta khong bude ¢b phai thay doi quyét dinh. Anh ta
ding ngay lai, dd danh 6, va khi c6 lai bit dau khoc, anh ta ndi réng chuyén nay khong sao hét, chi durge bén cd ciing dii rdi. Khong lau sau, vi mét moi
1 roi, kiét strc va khong quen voi loai rargu d6, ¢6 ngi guc trén tay anh ta.

Van méc du quén 4o, cam on troi.

Abbie chop miét r6i khé dich ra mép girdng, Miéng ¢6 ¢6 vi chua va con fi mrde it dém qua da lim cho niit ¢6 sung 1én va gai gai, cir nhur bi mot tén
thg mde loan tri cha xat bang giay nham. Chiéc dong ho trén ban canh girong chi sau gio kém nmurdi. Bén ngoai, bau troi van toi den; phai mot tiéng nita
tro1 moi sang,

“C6 dinh di dau?”

Théy ¢6 161, ¢0 quay lai thiy Des dang nhin minh. Néu dém qua | mot ndi xiu hd, séng nay con ti ¢ hon. “Toi xin I5i, ti c6 dénh thirc anh khong? Toi
can phai v& nha.”

“C06 khong phai di dau. Co cu ¢ lai cling duoc.”

Anh ta 13 sép ctia ¢6. C6 da dura ddy anh, khong hin nhung ciing suyt nita ngi voi anh ta. Thé maanhta van t6 ra tot bung, Thay khong duoc khoe va

so rang Tom c6 thé tir chd ciu ca quay vé tdi nay, Abbie ndi, “Cam on anh, nhung t6i mudn vé.
“Pé 61 dura 6 vé.”” Anh ta dom hét chiin ra va ¢6 thoang nhin thiy phin than trén dé tran ctia anh ta.

“Khong, khong. ... thire sw khong can d4u.” C6 nhanh chong Iti ra cira; bét ctr ai nghe thiy tiéng xe vao gid ndy sang Chii nhét ciing ¢6 thé nhin ra cira
sO phong ngl thay anh ta tién ¢ ve.



I3
----- A

“Puoc 101, t61 biét cd ¢6 viéc phai giai quyet voi Tom” Anh ta ding long ban tay vudt thz“mglmr toc hoe do bu xi. “Nhung. ... néi thue 1 6 khong dang
bi doi xur nhur vay. C6 rat dang yéu. .. va tuyét voi...” Anh ta thay c6 rut ngudi lai nén hap tap noi tiep, “Nghe ndy, ¢6 ¢6 the goi tdi dén hay qua nha t6i
bat cir llic nao. Cir ndi nhé, chuyén gi t6i cling gitip ¢6.”

“Dugc rd1.” Abbie gt dau. “Camon anh.”

Anh ta chép mit. “C6 c6 dinh cho chong biét chuyén niy khong? Chuyén c6 qua dém & day 4y?”

“Pumg lo.” Lixc lic dau, cd thiy trong miét Des su nhe nhdm. “T6i khong néi dau. Chuyén nay chi hai ching ta biét thoi. Khong ai duoc phép biét nira.”
Ling ting, ¢6 ndi thém, “Anh ciing khong no6i voi ai chir?”

Des néi nhe nhang “Bét ctr diéu g ¢6 mubn.”

“Camon anh. Tam biét anh nhé.”

Anh ta héng giong, “T6i khong mudn hoi diéu ndy, nhung thir Tur ¢6 ¢6 am thay cho Magda duoc khong?”
Troi oi, ddy I Iy do anh ta goi cho ¢6 t6i qua. Néu khong vi thé thi nhimg chuyén niy s& khong xay ra.

“Pugc, t6i s& im.”” Abbie gt dau bat lwc. C6 da qua dém trén giwong ctia Des Kilgour va gan nhu da lam tinh voi anh ta, tat 1 16i ctia ong chi da chét
cta Magda.
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Ngay Itic nhin thiy Saskia va Shelley budc vao quan ruou lic ba gio, Cleo biét phan con lai ciia bubi chiéu Chii nhat ¢6 s& hm gi.

Lamsao ¢d ¢6 thé nghii ring mdt dira tré séu tubi kién dinh s& quén mot 10 hira sudng chi?

“Cleo!” Saskia chay nhdo t6i co, doi ging tay ndi nhau bang soi dy quing manh khi ¢6 bé vung hai tay ra.

“Sass! Chau dén rdi a!” Cleo nhic bong ¢b bé Ién xoay mdt vong trén khong trung, gia vor loang choang, “Oi, chau con ning hon ca cai nha.”

“Khong ding, Cb thi c6.” Saskia gibng me & dang nhé gon, d6i mit xanh luc long lanh va tiéng cudi khie khich d& lan truyén qua nguoi khéc. “Khi ndo
ta di a? Di ngay nhé?”

“Xin 161, xin 10i emnhé.” Shelly, me ¢6 bé, vudt nhe méi toc den bude gon, 19 13 vé ngai ngimg, “N6 khong ngimg noi vé chuyén ndy cé hai ngiy nay roi.
Emco chac Ia khong phién khong?”

Tét nhién c6 khong thiy phién. Cleo biét c6 ng' Shelley nhidu chimg ndo. Sau hang loat nhitng cong viéc ching hay ho gi - hau ban, vin phong, hudéng
dan vién - ba nim trude ¢b da rat mudn ddi viée khi co nghe ngudi ban ctia ban minh n6i ring Henleaze Limos dang can 1i xe. Graham Cau kinh, chi
cong ty va c6 vin phong tai gia bé ti xiu ngay trén dudng Henleaze & phia Bic Bristol, mudn thué mdt i xe nam khéc. Shelley, gan bn muroi tudi va da
ly di, thuyét phuc Graham nhan Cleo. C6 4y chinh I ngudi din dudng chi 16i cho ¢6 d6i ph6 voi Graham Cau kinh. C6 va Shelley da hop nhau tir lic bt
dAu ndi chuyén, va Saskia — lic d6 moi ba tudi rudi, bay gio 1 sau tudi— 1a anh sang cude doi Shelley. C6 bé ciing c6 tri nhd ciia voi. May théng trud,
Cleo c6 ndi qua loa rang dip Giang sinh nim nay, Saskia ¢6 thé t6i virdn wom Marcombe noi ¢6 mdt con duong thip sdng xuyén qua rimg toi mt can
1éunho & khoang rimg thira phit day tuyét ma nhitng bé ngoan c6 thé gip 6ng gia Noel. Khi ¢6 n6i, “Chéau xin me dira dén d6 xem” Saskia mimg 1& tra
104, “Hay ¢6 dira chau di nhé,” Ri khi ¢6 lo ddng n6i, “Ciing duoc, nhung c6 nghil me chau ciing mudn dwa chau di.”” Saskia lién thay doi chién thuat
khéo 1éo, “Hay ca c6 va chau cing di di, nhur vay ¢ duoc khong a?”

May nam nira, néu nghé ban cira kinh hai I6p thanh mit mon thi dau Olympic, thi Saskia véi y chi quyét tim d6 chic chén s& mang vé huy chwong vang,
bac va ca dong nira.

Qué vdy, con bé xoay xd kha tot. Ngay khi Shelley n6i répg ¢6 phéi Ién san bay Healthrow dé don khach vao chidu Chii nhét, Saskia n6i khong chit do
du, “Khong sao, co Cleo s& dura con tdi cho c6 cay do dé gip ong gia Noel.”

Nhung khong sao, vi moi chuyén s& dn. Saskia ludn vui vé va ¢d véi con bé s& c6 mdt budi chiéu that dep. Sé rat ky diéu.
“Em diing la ngdi sao,” Shelley n6i, di vé phia ctra. “Chi s& dén don con bé Iiic bay gior nhé, duoc khong?”

‘Tuyet.”
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“Con chao me. Hen gip me sau nhé!” Ném Ky tay Cleo va ubng ndt chai Coca it dudng, Saskia héo hirc néi, “Bi ndo, nhanh Ién, di théi ¢o.”

Qué thire 14 lic hai ¢6 chéu t6i Marcombe, d3 xe bén ngoai bai dé xe ctia virdn wom va di doc theo con duodng ngodn ngoéo dugc thip sang xuyén qua
rung, khung canh ding Ia tuyét diéu. Phai di bao nhiéu dam duong méi dén dugc day, va cting phai mét rat nhiéu cong strc dé noi ndy tré nén déng nhé
nhur vay. Nhiing chiéc dén chleu hét lén trén duoc dat tht khéo & chiéu nhiéu mau séc khac nhau lén cdy, nhirng canh cay khac ling ling vong sao
tring lung linh, méy tao tuyét duoc ding dé phun mot I6p tuyét c6 thé phan hiy sinh hoc mang ddy miu sic 1& hoi kin ca khoang rimg thura.

“C6 that 6ng 4y & trong d6 khong c6?” Saskia tho ra, stng st nhin cham chi vao can lép 20 kiéu dang chang banh gimg, bén ngoai ¢ nhitng ¢ cau
giip viéc cua dng gia Noel canh gac va mdt doi tuan 1oc dang duge may gia dinh ding dau hang vudt ve n6 dua.

“Diing d4y.” Nam chit tay Saskia dang deo ging, Cleo thiy mit minh rung rung xtic dong, C6 thé cam nhén rd rang khong khi le:z hoi & ddy. Py ding la
thir Giang sinh mang lai, phai khong? Mang t6i nhiing ky niém tuyét voi cho tré con khi chiing con qua nhd va qua ngdly tho nén van tin vao dng gia Noel
Xung quanh hai ¢6 chau, cac gia dinh khac hanh phiic dang vui cudi ndi chuyén, hoi nude bay ra tir miéng ho khi ho gidm gidm chan va xoa hai tay vao
nhau.

“Chéau c6 lanh khong, chau yéu?”’

“Khong a.” Saskia vira nhit nhitng mau gidy bdi tréing nho xiu ra khoi doi ting hoa miu hdng vira n6i, “Day khong phai 1 tuyét that.”

“N6 con dep hon ca tuyét that. N6 khong tan.”

“Nhung 6ng gia Noel [a that chir?”

“O, tt nhién, chéc chén I 6ng gid Noel thit.”

Saskia nhay cAng Ién sung suwéng, “Minh dén gip 6ng Ay bay gidr duge khong c6?”

“Sp rdi chau yéu. Chiing ta phai xép hang” Thyc ra hang nguoi khé dai, ho s& phéi ¢ ddy khé lu. “Bi nio, ching ta dimg vao hang di. O, nhin nhitng
chiéc dén chicu thang 1én troi kia.”

Trong khi Saskia dang ban xoay xung quanh va cham chi nhin Ién trdi, Cleo thoang thiy ai d6 khién o giat minh. Cach ¢6 vai mdt, ai 6 dang mic chiéc
4o da mau ndu giong hét cia Will, anh ta gio tay Ién trong thoang choc va ¢ goc nhin nay anh ta tréng con giong Will hon, that ky quac. Cho xemdén lic
0 ké cho anh nghe ¢6 tuong nhin thay anh cing hai dira tré xép hang vao hang dong gip dng gia Noel ngay trude mit b di.

Trur khi...

Oi...

Oi Chia oi, chéc chén | khong,

N}nnlg tht nhién d6 chinh 13 anh. Chl'nh 1a Will, ban trai c6, khong phai & Manchester chuén bi cho cude hop ngay mai. Thay vao do, that khong thé tin
ndi, anh dang & day, cach cd khong day ba mét, dang chd vao tham dng gia Noel

Tim Cleo dap manh vao mang suon ti mirc ¢d gan nhur khong nghe dugc tiéng dong khic nhau xung quanh minh. Tai ¢6 day 4p tiéng king bing, Will
chua c6 gia dinh va anh chua ¢6 con nhung bang cach nao do, khong giai thich dugc, ¢ bé con mic o khoac hong va doi chiee mil ndi Iong lanh mau
tim dang du nguoi trén tay anh con bé trai khoang sau hay bay tudi dang sau dang Ién it nhét day bong tuyet gia vao tlii 4o khoac cd bé.

Cleo cam thiy ai d6 kéo tay c6. Saskia dang néi hi thiic, “Chau dugc xin bao nhiéu mén qua hé ¢6? Chéu xin sau mén qua duogc khong a?”

“Um....” Tiéng tréng didu hanh ctia doi can vé Coldstream van choan hét tim tri ¢6. C6 khong thé tap trung durge. “Khong, chi mot thoi”

Thoi duoc, haty gidi thich cho ¢6 Iy. Co dang & ddy voi Saskia, nhung khong c6 nghia ¢6 B me ¢6 bé. Tét nhién | khong roi. Cho nén diéu d6 ciing diing
v6i Will. Anh chi dang gitip mdt ngwoi ban, mang hai dira tré t6i viron wom nay chi vi long tot va. . .

“Me 0i? Me!” Cau bé mic chiéc 4o khoac Postran Pat tirc gidn chi ngon tay vao Cleo. “C9 kia n6i ring chi dugc xin ong gid Noel MOT mon qué thoi!
"9

Sao me ndi ¢6 thé xin BA mon!
Oi troi dét, xin hity dua t6i ra khoi ddy. Negay lp tirc, ddy hdi 161, Cleo Ep bép, “C6 xin 181, 6 sai rdi. . . ba mon moi ding”

“Ha.” Thang bé nhin Saskia déc thing,

“Ba mdn a?”” Saskia ngude Ién nhin Cleo. “Ba mdn qua to a?”

Bi mit tap trung, Cleo gat dau. Pugc rdi, s& that t5t néu Will quay lai Kic ndy, nhin thiy c6 va nd ny cudi tuoi rang 15, Anh s& kéu lén, “Khong thé tin

duoc, em ciing bi tréi a?” sau d6 giai thich la cude hop ¢ Manchester da bi roi lai vao phit cudi va sép da nho anh im viée ndy va xemndy, 6 phai qua
tuyét khong, gio tat ca chiing ta c6 thé xép hang ctng nhau. . .



“May choi game X-box thi duoc coi la mon qua nho hay to a?”

“Ha? [‘J’n} .. t0.” LAy dién thoai ra, Cleo roi mét khoi keng Wil tim sb cua anh. CO nhAn niit goi. Theo ddi chudng dién thoai ctia anh reo n miéng kho
khoc. Thay Will rit dién thoai ra khoi tdi, nhin man hinh, va binh tinh tat di.

Ciaing tai ra, Cleo nghe thiy con bé cAm tay anh hoi, “Ai d6 b6?”
Will nhin xudng cuoi. “Khong ai ca bé con. Cong viée ciia b thoi.”
Chi 1a cong viéc thoi.

Theo kiéu cong viéc ngoai gio.

Cleo it khi bdi rdi, nhung nhin ba ngudi bon ho, ¢6 khong thé ndo nghi ra duoc nén lm gj lic ndy. Néu & ddy chi c6 Will va c6, ¢b s& phai dbi mit véi
anh, di nhién. Nhung lam sao ¢6 c6 thé lam vay khi con anh & d6.

Nén ké dbi mit coi nhur bo.

Giét ngudi ciing vdy, bo. Pang budn thay.

Ma c6 ciing khong bo di dugc, vi cd s lamtan vd trai tim Saskia.

Nén don gin I, ¢6 bi tic & ddy, trong khi tiéng nhac Giéng sinh dang dugc nhimg nguoi nip trong cac kim cay ngan Ién va tuyét gia dang roi, theo ddi
3 dan 6ng gia doi chét tigt cho dén chiéu nay van con I ban trai déng yéu ctia co. .. nhung ma, che d4, 6 1& nao anh néi doi nhung khong phai i nguoi
khong chung thuy? Nghi rat nhanh, Cleo thay c6 thé anh van doc than, ¢ thé anh van chura du can dam dé n6i vdi ¢6 vé nhirng dira con anh ¢4 tir cude
h6n nhén trude d6, nhd dau cd s that vong. Boi vi néu ding nhur the thi phat hién sur tht vao hoan canh nay thyrc ra rat ngot ngio va ling man, giong
nhur két thic am ap ctia nhitng bd phim ty mi chi ¢ trén ti vi dip Giang sinh.

Do 1a mit y twong tuyét voi, bi xua tan trong thodng chdc khi mot nguoi phy nit khoang ba muroi tudi lach qua, tay 40 mau xanh hai quén ctia c6 trrot
qua tay Cleo. Nguoi dan ba d6 lambam, “Xin I6i. ... cho t6i qua...” 101 di tdi cho Will va hai dira tré.

“A, me dité vé r01,” ¢d bé reo n, cudi tuoi vai ¢o ta.

“Phai i, cam on d4 thong bao cho moi ngudi ciing biét.” C6 ta huéng anh miit ¥ nhi voi hai ngudi dimg trude. “Me chic 1 ai cling mudn biét me vira &
dauvé.”

“Liic ndo me ciing di vé sinh,” bé trai hia vao. “Liic ndo minh di choi ciing thé, bd nhi?”
“Liic ndo ciing vay,” 6 bé dong tinh.
“Phai roi.” Will git diu nghiém trang,

Ngudi phy it im b6 gian dit va gia vo danh anh. Will né nguoi ding con trai & don. Moi ngudi dimg quanh déu cudi. Mot gia dinh hoan hao trong
mdt thoi diém hoan hao, véi tuyét gia roi la da, dén than tién lung linh trén cay, va tiéng nhac Giang sinh ngén vang, tao nén khong khi & hoi hoan hao.

“Si-lent night, ho-ly night. ..”” Saskia hat theo, giong con bé trong va cao nhur khi hé 1i.

Ha, chiing 6 dip r6i. Cleo tur hoi Will s& phén tmg thé ndo néu co di t6i chd anh va gia dinh dang dirmg roi tw gidi thiéu minh. C6 c6 mo ciing khong dam
lam vay, nhung néu c6 lam vay thi s€ thé nao nhi? Boi vi bang cach nay hay cach khac, ba thang qua anh da ngoai tinh sau lung vo. Nguroi dan ba dé
dang deo nhan cudi va bay gio c6 ta dang au yém g& cac hat tuyét gia ra khéi téc Will, 10 rang 1a hanh dong nguoi ta khong lam voi chong cil.

Khong thé chdi cai duoc nita, d6 chinh A vo ctia WilL

Cai gan, cai gan lon ctia dan 6ng. ...

“Aaaalllll is calm, aaaaalllll is bright,” Saskia tiép tuc hat. Moi | ngudi trong hang déu quay lai nhin con bé cudi va chinh e d6 xay ra mOt chuyén. Nguoi
phu nir d6 huych tay Will va anh quay lai nhin Saskia. RO, glong nhur ndi cac diém lai v6i nhau dé hoan thanh mot burc tranh, 4nh mét ctia anh ta krt tir
miit Saskia én canh tay rdi ban tay di ging dang ném tay Cleo rdi Ién phia trén bt gip khuon mit lanh nhu bang cia Cleo.

Ha, bAly gitr tim ai m6i dp thinh thich trong Ing ngwe vi soc va so hai ddy? C6 nhin thiy diéu 6 trong it anh ta, hoi nhudng mbt bén long may kn nhin
lai, ngoai ra khong phan tmg gi thém. Wil quay di trude, quay lai voi hai dira con va dut hai tay vao i quan. K¢ ca tir khoang cach nay, ¢6 6 the thay
su cang thang trén hai vai anh ta. Nhip tho' nhanh, moi lan thé ra tao nén mét op khi day dac.

“C6 Cleo oi.” Tiéng nhac d4 ngimg, Saskia kéo tay ¢6 an nira. “Mot ci iPod thi | qua to hay nho a?”

“La mén qua to, chdu yéua.”

“Nhung n6 bé ti xiu.” Saskia 10i chiéc ging tay xanh ra dé& md ti khoang cach nho xiu tir ngdn tay dén ngén cai.



“N6 ton rat nhiéu tién.”
“0.” Mit Saskia mo to. “Thé thi. .. mdt chii ché ¢6 ré hon khong a?”

“Chau biét a chéu khong duge nudi ché ma.” Trude d6 Cleo da ban khoin bao gid tir bt dau bing Ch y s& duge héi; c6 mt con ché  nhigm vu gin
day nhat ma Saskia muon hoan thanh. “Me chdu da n6i vay r6i ma. Nudi cho rat mat cong.”

“Va bonnd di te lién tuc.” Miéng nhe ra cuoi, Saskia chira déng trude. “Giéng nhu cai co kia.”

Thét khong thé chiu noi.

“OK, chdu nghe xem c6 dugc khong nay.” Giong ¢6 cuc ky vui ve. Cleo lam nhur ddy 12 y twdng thién tai nhét. “Chéan c¢b s‘e‘ip déng bang roi ma cai hang
nay thi tién rat chm! Sao minh khong quay lai quan ca phé ngdi, uong mot chit s ¢6 la nong va an mot cai banh lon nhi, r6i minh s quay lai sau khi
chang ai xép hang nita ca. Nhu vy c6 tuyét hon khong?”

V6i anh nhin khing khiép cta Saskia, ctr nhur ¢6 vira goi y treo ¢6 chi ctin con xinh xén ti nghiép va cit chan ciia nd vay. Mbi dudi con bé bat dau
rung En. “Chau khong muon the.”

“Nhung ching ta s& khong bo qua 6ng gia Noel dau, ong 4y van con trong d6 khi ta quay lai, ¢6 hira ma! Va ching ta s& khong phai xép hang, thé c6
phai tot hon khong?”

Saskia ludng lu trong phut gidy.

“Xin 101 ¢6 gai,” mdt ong gia dimg sau trong hang voi dira chau trai ndi, “cang dé lau, hang cang dai. Pén khoang nim gior thi né s& dai hang cdy sb 4y.
Tin t6i di, tt nhat c6 cir dimg d6.”

Ong gia im chuyén. Sao ho khong bién hét di.

“Ching ta dimg chd & day,” Saskia ndi chéc chén.

Imling, Cleo gat dAu. Tuyét.

Bonmrmphut nhu dia nguc sau d6, dén luot Will va gia dinh duoc dan vao hang dong gip ong gia Noel. Anh ta khong hé quay lai tir lic nhén ra ai
dang dimg xép hang sau minh, tuy nhién chéc anh ta ciing cam thiy c6 mdt con dao a0 phong thing vao gay minh. Cleo khong biét Will co ngdi lén long
6ng gia Noel va noi: “Thura 6ng gid Noel, nam nay con khong ngoan Jim, thit ra con da rt rat hu. Nhung con ¢ dugce nhin qua Noel khong? Mot cai
4o choang v6 hinh thi tot biet may.”

Hayla...

“Tét c4 nhimg gi con mudn trong dip Gidng sinh nay 1 vo con s& khong phét hién ra ¢6 bd cta con.”

Oi troi. C6 ring minh trude ¥ nghi y; cho t6i tn lic d6, c6 khong hé nghii anh ta da bién c6 thanh céi gi

Cleo nudt vi déng trong mi¢ng; chinh xéc ra, du khong chi tm, ¢6 dé tr thanh b nhi cia anh ta. Chi nghi vé tir d6 thdi ciing du cho nhing ky trc dau
don doi ve. Co lai la cd bé chin tudi, ndn nao day so hai khi nhin thay di Jean trong tinh trang tuyét vong. Lic do, co khong hiéu bo nhi 14 gi, nhung chi
David ¢6 va 10 rang 1a nguoi d6 dé tién, dang ghé tom, con t€ hon ca ké giét ngurdi hang loat.

“C6 Cleo, sap t6i ot minh rdi ding khong?”” Mii Saskia hong 1én vi lanh nhung c6 bé van héo hirc boi nong long mong doi.

“Khong con lau nira dau.” Cleo bé co bé 1én dé giir 4m cho ca hai va tach c6 ra khoi y nghf réing giira trdn minh dang khic I Iy dong chir Con Piém Xau
Xa bing but da do.

Roi canh cira can 1u gb bat mo va Will cing gia dinh bude ra. Hai dra tré vui mirng 6m rrﬁy mon qua duoc goi can thin va me ching dang vui vé nbi
chuyén vai nhitng nguoi sap di vao. Bi qua Cleo va Saskia, ¢6 ta cudi ndi, “Pung lo, 6ng ay dang dé cho doi lam!”

Y 13 6ng gia Noel, chic vay. Khong phai Will.
“Bon con md qua by gits duroc khong b2 Cau bé sot soat hop qua.

“Chua dugc, di ndo, minh quay lai xe da.”” Liic lia bon tr¢ qua Cleo, anh mit anh ta bét gp cai nhin khong khoan nhuong ctia ¢6. C6 sy h6i 16i van xin
trong mat anh ta, va vdi c¢d vo di sau an toan, anh ta gjo tay trai lén ngang vai, ngdn cai va ngén Ut gio' ra &m chi s€ goi cho ¢6 sau.

Cleo quay ngodt di. Ba thang cudc doi co phi hoai. Té hon la 6 da hy vong rt nl}iéu vao Will. Anh ta da dap (ing duoc hang déng yeu cau mi bao
nhiéu ndm nay khong ai dap g dugc. Ngoai su that vong va gian dit vi bi lra doi qua 1w, c6 thay minh bi loi dung, kho dai va ngu ngoe.

“Trong ¢b budn cudi qua.” Saskia, ching ban tim gi trén doi, cudi troi noi, “Tuyét gia roi hét n toc ¢b roi.”



Ha, chura ké con ¢ ca mong mudn béo thil va giét ngudi trong tim ¢d nita.
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Chuong 8

Abbie da chuin bi khong ngimg cho gidy phit Tom quay vé, suy nghil xem s& phai n6i gi, nhung khi Tom quay vé that thi c6 khong can phai n6i gi hét.
Tiéng chia khoa Tom xoay trong 6, va li, thimg lanh, va can cau tha xubng gitta 161 di vao, rdi anh I6n tiéng, nhur moi lin, “Chao em yéu, anh v& rdi.”

D6 I céch ho vén dia nhau, céch anh chio ¢0, va mbi lin chao nhu vy, Tom lai thay d6i mdt giong dia phong khéc. Homnay, vi sau mdt chuyén cAu
c4, do 1a giong xtr Ai Len, va d€ chirng minh — vi ¢6 nhitng giong kho cé thé nhén ra ngay dugc — anh thém, “Quy than thién dia o1, ngoai gioi dém naaiii
lan phat coong.”

Mia mai & chd nghe giong anh vui vé hon so véi biéu hién ctia anh hai tuan qua. C6 phai vi anh dugc ¢ bén con gai dip cudi tuin khong?

R&i Tom xuét hién & cira bép va nét mit anh lién thay d6i. Ngay Iic anh nhin thiy ¢6 ngdi d6, anh da hiéu.

Abbie blet trong ¢o that khing khiép nhung c6 khong quan tim. Chinh anh d4 gy ra chuyén ndy. L 16i ctia anh nén ca ngay hom nay ¢ nhur c4i xac run
rdy, mit do, miéng kho va nguc dau vo bo.

“Oi troi oi.”” Mt anh bién séc. Tay vudt quanh cim chua cao rau, anh Fic dau. “Lam sao em biét dugc?”

“Y anh la Georgia 42" Abbie khong con nhn ra dugc giong minh nita; rd rang ¢ khong tin i minh da néi nhimg tir ndy. “Con gai. .. ctia anh u?”

Tom thé hét ra. “Oi troi. Con bé dén nha minh 42 Anh d bao né khong duoc lim vay ma. Abbie, anh rt xin 16i. Anh da dinh n6i voi em. ..”

“Da dinh 4? C6 that khong? Anh tir té dén budn non!.” Tiéng cd lai I6n hon, Abbie nhén ra anh dang tién lai gn, hai tay mo rong. C4i ghé d6 RAM mot
tieng khi 6 dimg phat ddy. Giat Iui lai vap phai may céi chin ghe dang chong nguoc Ién trén, ¢6 hét Ién, “Tranh xa ti ra! Lam sao anh dam chir! Anh
thye syr nghi 1a t6i muon anh lai gan t6i a?”

“Nhung...”

“O kia, Abbie c6 hoi gidn mot chit,” Abbie ¢b tinh nhai giong, “Khong sao dau, rdi s& giai quyét dwoc nhanh thoi, chi can 6m hon mot ic i s& on thoi
m.”

Tom dmg khyng lai gitta bép. “Nghe nay, anh da ni o anh xin 19i rdi . Anh biét em & cam thdy tirc gidn. Chinh vi thé truée day anh m6i khong n6i
cho embiét. Anh dang nghi xem lam thé ndo dé cho embiét theo cach nhe nhang nhat.”

“Cha, ctr nhu 1 nguoi hing Ay nhil” C6 thiy sy hdi 16i trong miéit anh va ngac nhién khi anh dua ra Iy do nhur vay.

“Abbie, anh ciing sd¢ ching khic g em ca. Anh van khong thé tin duoc chuyén nay da xay ra.” Tom ic du. “Nhung anh hira 1 ching ta s& vuot qua
chuyén nay. Nhung ching ta phai cting co gang,”

“Anh nghiém tuc that dﬁy 4?” Troi dét, anh khong hé biét 14 ¢d cam thfiy thé ndo 42 “Tom, lam sao 0i ¢ thé tin anh duoc nita? Quéc hon nhén cua
chiing ta 1a mdt sy gid doi. Co 1§ nhitng ngudi dan ba khac s&€ chiu duoc nhitng gi anh lam, nhung t6i khong chiu duoc. Vi toi the 1a hét. Nhin anh thoi
t01 da cam thay budn non. . . Toi khong bao gid' muodn anh cham vao toi nira!”
Tom nhin ¢b chim chim. “Abbie, thé khong phai chit ndo.”

Khong phai? Khong phai a?Nai tirc gidn sbi suc trong ngudi co. Sang nay cd da hira voi Des Kilgour a s& khong ndi véi Tom vé chuyén dém qua,
nhung ¢6 1§ ¢ ching can phai giir bi mat gi nira. CO suyt nita da nga voi Des dé trimg phat Tom, bang cach tra diia véi hy vong ¢6 s& cam thiy do hon.
OK, ké hoach d6 da khong thanh, nhung c6 d4 ¢ ca dém voi anh ta va néu chuyen ndy c6 thé lam Tom cam thy dau dén, thi c6 1& budi t6i hom qua
ciing khong han hoan toan thét bai. .. ding, va anh s& biét cam giac 4y thé ndo. .

“Nhur vay theo anh chuyén anh ngoai tinh voi ngudi dan ba khdc 1 chuyén ti nén. . . bo qua a?” Méng tay cua ¢o bau chit vao long ban tay khi ¢6 noi.
“Thé nghiia 12 neu t01 lam vay thi anh s& khong ph1en phal khong? Anh s& chi ndi em yéu, khong sao ddu, chiic chéin 1 ching ta s& cling ¢ ging vurot qua
durge thoi. Vinéu do dung 1 cach anh nghi, thi dé toi...”

“Doi da. O.” Tom nhiin mét va gio mdt tay 1én ngiin c6 lai. “Emnéi cai gl co? Emnéi chuyén gi thé? Lam gi c6 ai. .. ngoai tinh & day?”

Laicon thé nira. “Puoc thdy,” Abbie réng 1én, “thi c6 khac gi nhau chir! Nghia 13 ¢ ta chi [a qua duong thdi, tinh mdt dém, mdt con & nao d6 anh lam
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tinh. ... anh c6 lam nhu vy bao nhiéu lan, thi két qua van nhur vay thoil”
“Khong, khong, khong” Lic dAu vi khong tin vo tai minh, Tom ndi, “Con bé ndi vy v6i em a? Georgia dy. .. con bé n6i d6 14 vi anh ngoai tinh 42

“T6i chua gip con bé! Toi khong bao gior mudn gip con bé!” Abbie giat c4i phong bi tir tiii quan virt xubng chiéc ban gb sbi san sti. “Tit ca duoc nbird
trong ndy.”

Nét mit Tom ¢ g d6 thay d6i. Anh nhin birc thur. R6i anh lai ngwée nhin co.

“Khong phai tat ca d4u.” Ngay dén giong anh ciing khéc di.

“Anh c6 mit dira con gii.”” Khi ndi dén d6, Abbie thdy miéng minh méo di vi dau kh. “T6i con phai biét gi nita day?”

“Oi Abbie. .. emyéu. .. anh yéu em rat nhiéu.”

“Purng c6 ndi vay.”

“Nhung d6 1a that ma. Va con mdt cau hdi nita em chua hoi.” Nhim miét lai mot thoang, Tomnoi, “Dd 1a tén ctia me Georgia.”

Con budn n6n trao 1én hong Abbie. C6 da sai khi nghi chuyén nay khong thé t5i t& hon duoc nita. Bay gio anh con sip n6i voi 6 ring cd biét nguoi ma
anh da 1én It ngl cing,

Con budn nén cang lic cang dir, c6 ndi, “Anh néi xem.”

Anh nuét mrde miéng, yét hau day 1én rdi di xubng, “Piéu nay s& lim emsdc.”

“Ca néidi”

Sur yén ling ciing ra giira ho khién c6 mudn thét Ién. Cudi ciing Tom cha tay sang hai bén dng quén nhung cil rich i n6i, “D6 14 Patty Summers.”
Patty u?

Patty Summers u?

Caigico?

Patty Summers cua gan hai muroi ndm trude, voi méi toc vang gon song va vdy dai bong bénh a? Abbie thiy bdi r6i, ¢ ging hiéu mé thong tin nay; do 1
cai tén cudi clng anh ¢6 thé nhiic dén. C6 phai Tom da gidu giém cd dé gip g& Patty sau do?

“Anh chira bao gio lira dbi em, Abbie. Khong bao i mudn vdy, va chua bao gio lam vay.” Thiy sy hoang mang ctia 6, Tom tién lai gin ¢b. Giong vo
cung nhe nhang, anh ndi, “Em yéu, ¢6 ta Iira ching ta. C6 ta lra doi.”

Murdi chin ndm trrde. Abbie nhé & chuyén nay nhur nd vira xay ra ngay hom qua. Lic d6 ¢6 hai nham tudi va gin phat dién, mdt trang thai rdi loan hodc
mdn Vi tuyét vong va mit binh finh. Nguoi ta cang khuyén co phai thur giin va théi lo ling thi co cang cam thiy tuyét vong, Tin tirc bat dau gidi thiéu vé
phuwong phép nhd ngudi mang thai hd. Khi bac sikham cho c6 khong ddng tinh n6i rang 6 tham chi khong nén nghi t6i khé ndng nay, d6 1a giot nude
lam tran ly. Ai can t6 chirc chinh thirc nao dimg ra chir? Nho doc it ca tai liu, Abbie biét d6 1 qua trinh khong phirc tap, va ¢6 18 cach duy nhét 1 tir
xoay x0. Ding nhd tén dia chi trén bao, 6 dit mjt miu quang c4o trén t bao dia phwrong ¢ Bristol. Can ngudi mang thai hd cho mot doi vo chong
khong thé c6 con. Hay gitip chiing t6i, ching t6i rat mudn c6 mdt dira con!

Khong gi hét. Khong ai tré 1i. “Anh bao em 1di,” Tomnoi. “C6 ai lai mudn lam chuyén d6 cho hai ngudi hoan toan xa la chir?”

Thé nén tuan sau d6, Abbie cho diing mit miu quéng cio da thay ddi: Ban c6 thé im ngudi mang thai hd cho mdt doi vo chong khong thé c6 con? Hay
giip chiing t61! Xin hiu ta.

Tom to ra than trong nhung ciing ting hd, mong mudn qua 16n ctia ¢6 vrot qua tinh trim king von 1 ban chét ctia anh. Bon ngay sau, mot 14 thu dwoc giri
ttr Patty Summers ty gidi thiéu minh, tinh nguyén mang thai ho.

Gidng nhu mbt diéu ky diéu duoc ban tang; diéu tuyGt voi cudi cuing ciing xay ra. Ho sap xép gap nhau trong quan ca phé ¢ Clifton, mot khu vure thirong
luu & Bristol noi Patty song Abbie chua bao gio lo ]ang dén thé, thay quin 4o dén niim lan, so ring chiéc quan chon sai hay doi gidy chua di mbt s& m
Patty cam thiy xa la ma doi y. C6 bt Tom lau rira chiéc xe Astra do cho t¢i khi nd bong loang Ién tir trong ra ngoai.

Khong biét diéu gi s t6i, budi gip g& dau tién voi co ta 1 mdt kham pha. Patty sot soat tién vao quan, chao Abbie va Tom nhu gip lai ngudi thin sau
bao namxa cach, va khién ho kinh ngac vi s Am 4p va vui vé ciia ¢6. C6 ta xinh, nhur Claudia Schiffer, v6i d6i mit long lanh va nu cuoi twoi tan. Nhin
thay méiu quang co ctia ho trén bao, ¢b ta rung rung ndi, da khlen trai tim ¢6 rung dong. Loi 6 trong d6 da cham t6i c6. Con cach nao gitip nguoi khac
t6t hon 13 mang thai ho doi vo chdng khong thé tw minh 6 con. ... ring ¢6 ta s& cam thiy vinh hanh néu dugc phép mang thai ho ho.

Abbie bi me hogic, hoan toan bi Patty Summers lam cho me mén. Chi con Tom hoi nhiing cau hoi can thiét. Va khong, Patty khong c6 con— ¢ ta chura
bao gio Ia kieu ngudi thich lamme, chura bao gio nuon ¢ con — nhung ¢6 ta biet ¢ ta ¢d the lam duge. Co ta hai muroi sau tudi, hoan toan khée manh,



khong hit thude phign hay ke ca thude 1. Cong viée trude ddy ki lam trong quén rugu, két thic khong tot dep Em khi co chim diit mdi quan h¢ v6i ban
trai ¢l <;Iéng thoi 1a chi quan rugu d6. Vi vy pén 0 ta dang doc bao dé tim viéc. Boi thé moi thir déu rat dé hieu. Thay vi phai bat dau mot cong vice
m6i buon té ma ¢ ta khdng thich, ¢6 ta c6 thé thur gidin, nghi ngoi khoang mdt nam, va nuoi mdt dira bé trong bung!

Saumot tiéng, Abbie da di dén quyét dinh. DE tra tién thué céin h gidn dj ctia 0 ta & Clifion va nhimg chi phi khac nia, ho s& tra cho Patty mbt ngin
bang mt thang. Hon mirc ho dw doan, nhung khong hén 1a v6 ly néu nghi dén viée ¢6 ta s€ gitip ho. Va cdi hay ¢ Patty la c6 ta san sang bat dau ngay
1ap tirc — ta khong phai tri hodn dén vo tan hay cho doi lan hen ke tiép dé duoc thong bao lan thir mot triéu I phai binh tinh cho 61 khi ta muon hét lén
vao cai mat ngudi vira noi cu do. Patty da san sang, xuyt xoa nhiét tinh, cting hdo hire bat dau nhu ho vay.

“M6t ngan bang mot thang,” Tom rit 1én khi Patty vao phong vé sinh. “Chin thang lién.”
Nhung Abbie khong bi lay chuyén. Khong gi co thé ngan ho lai duoc. Ho ¢6 tién tiét kiém, Tomco thé 1am thém gio, va €0 6 thé nhan viéc lam thém
budi ti. “Ta khong nén ci nhau vdi chi dy. Va anh nhat quyét khong duroc mic ca.” C6 ndm chit tay anh bén dudi ban 51et that manh. “Tom a, hdly nghi
41 dira tré xinh xAn ching ta s& c6! Ching ta s& lm chuyén niy, né s& ximg dang timg xu minh bo ra. Péy 1 1oi dap cho gidc mo ctia ching ta!”

“Anh biét, anh biét rdi. Nhung minh con chira biét gi vé ¢6 ta. Minh méi biét ¢6 ta mot tiéng trude thoi.”

“Anh dimg c6 lam hong viéce nay.” Nguc Abbie thit lai vi lo Eing; ¢6 thdy minh nhur dira tré bi nguoi I6n n6i ring tiéc sinh nht ndm nay ctia n6 bi hoan
lai.
“Co ta c6 thé 1 bét ctr ai.”
“Purng 6 ndi vay.”

“Anh ta n6i ding dAy.” Patty quay lai nghe lom dugc méu déi thoai ddy lo ing, C6 ta noi, “Tdi ¢6 thé 1 bt cir ai, nhung khong phai vay. Toi 1 toi.” Co
ta nhin doi vo chdng trrde mit. “OK, thé t6i cho hai nguoi thim can hd cta t6i nhé. Nhur vy c6 gitp duoc gi khong?”
Va ho da am nhur ¢ ta n6i, di v6i Patty dén cin ho 4p méi trén ting bdn mdt cin nha thdi Georgia & Comwallis Crescent. Can ho bé xiu nhung quang
canh nhin ra Bristol thi tuyét dep. Nhiing bure anh cua Patty cuing ban be, nguoi thin ghi lai cac s kién trong doi cd t6i nay, ¢d ta quét voi tuong mau
vang ndng, sach, tranh anh va dia CD & khéip noi. “Xin 181 hai ban nhé, khongngannap Bm” Co ta ay nay chi 1én m6 quin 4o dang phoi trén gia gd gap
lai dugc trong goc phong khach. “Toi 1 nguoi bira bon. Bay gio hai ban con can t6i chimg minh gi nita dé tin toi hon? Téi cho hai ban xem bang ké tai
khoan ngin hang nhé. Hay hai ban c6 mudn gip Dilys ¢ ting dudi dé ba Ay ca ngoi t6i B nguoi tot khong?”
“C6 thé ching t6i s& im vdy,” Tom noi.
“Khong, nhur vay duoc roi.”” Abbie ic dau kich liét. “Khong can dau.”

“Neu cac ban chic chén nhur vay thi théi. Nhung céc ban ctr tim hiéu.” Xemxét k¥ lich cong viéc, Patty n6i, “Theo nhur lich t6i nghi ta nén bat dau vao
cudi tudn sau. Toi ranh chidu thir Bay.” C6 ta nhin ho cudi tuoi. “Hai ban thay lich d6 duogc khong?”

“Thir Bay td1.” Con chodng vang, Abbie gt dau. Pang I thang Hai. . . néu moi viéc 6n thoa ngay tir an dau, ho s& co con vao khoang Giang sinh.
“Tuyét voil” Céi vong tay bang bac clia c0 ta va vao nhau leng keng khi c6 ta vd tay phan khich. “Ta s& lim chuyén d6 ¢ day nhé!”

“Doi da.” Po nmit, Tomnoi. “Khong c6 chuyén. .. chi biét ddy, dung cham. Y i 13, chi va t6i s& khong. .. e hém, khong ciing nhau lam céi gi hét.”

“Oi troi, anh lo v& chuyén d6 a? Tir ndly dén gior u?” Patty bat cuoi. “Tat nhién ching ta khong lim tinh! Ta s& ding dng bom phai khong? Anh lam viée
d6 vao cai chén hay gi day, t6i s€ dam trach phan cua phu nit. .. ho ban ong bom trong ctra hang John Lewis d6.” Lac dau voi Tom, ¢6 ta noi tiep.
“Khdng c6 y xiic pham dau, anh giai, t6i chic chin anh rat tuyét voi trén girong, nhung anh khong phai [ tip ngudi toi thich.”

Thir Bay sau d6 ho quay lai ngdi nha ¢ Clifion. Ho dua Patty to séc mit ngan bang Jan thir nht dé c6 ta c6 thé tra cac chi phi, con Tom yéu cau co ta
ky vao m& gidy tO ludt su cua anh thao ra dé dam bao rang ca hai bén cling tuan theo thoa thudn ndy. D6 thure ra khong phai la mt van ban phap lut —
luat sur anh nho da thang thimg tir choi khong muon lién quan dén mot vu dé gay bat hoa nhur vay — nhung trong n6 ¢6 vé chinh thirc va cdi chinh 1a vay;
bat cir ai khong hicu chac chan s& s hii khi nhin thay to gidy nay.

Nhung Patty hoan toan bing 1ong véi to gidy d6. C6 ta vui vé ky vao cubdi tor gidy va moi ho tra hodic rurou. Ba muroi phit sau cong viée két thic va co ta

O6mhon tam bigt, dat tay Abbie lén céi bung phang ctia ¢b ta ma thdt én, “Thir nghi xem, ¢6 thé n6 dang dién ra ngay trong nay, ngay tai thoi diém nay!
Em tuéng tuong duoc khong? Pay c6 phai  diéu tuyét voi nhit khong?”

Hai tudn sau d6 tri di chdm chap dén dau don. Ho chi biét ngdi ché doi. Abbie gin nhur khong ngt; tur thuyét phuc | moi chuyén da thanh cong va dira
con ho hang mong mudn da hinh thanh, ¢6 khong thé tap trung vao chuyén gikhac. o6 1a bé trai? Hay bé gai? Ho nén dat tén dira be la gi? Néu mua
quan 4o cho nd tir bay gio thi ¢ gi sai khong? Tat nhién khong phai hang dong quan o, the thi ngu ngdc qua, nhung chi mdt déi 4o lién quan mau trang
bé ti xiu thi sao?

Murdi séu ngy sau ngdy thy tinh, Abbie bim s Patty.

“Chao chi, Ia emday. C6 gi mdi khong?”



“Oi, chio Abbie! Chura, chua c6 gica...”

“Thé thi tin t5t rdi.” Abbie giri 101 cau ta on that Iong va tudng trong ra cai bao thai, tur thuyét phuc ring viée ¢ ta ¢6 thai chi ki do ¢6 da ton hang gio
tudng turong ra ma thoi

“Thire ra con quéa sém dé néi. C6 thé chi hoi chdm mot chit.”
“Nhung chi c6 thé ding que thir. Em s& mua mdt cai mang t&i chd chi néu chi mubn!”
“Em dé thirong qua, nhung chi nghif lic ndy con qua somdé c6 két qua que thir chinh x4c. Nghe nay, chi s& goi cho emnéu c6 bét ci tin tirc gi.”

“Chi mubn em biét didu nay, chi s& sang Phap thamme chi mdt tudn, thir Tu tuln sau chi v&. Néu lic d6 vin chua théiy chuky bét dAu, chi s thir bﬁng
"’

que 16i ching ta s& thire sur biét 1o thoi ma!

C4i 1o xo cudn trong nguc Abbie siét chit hon. . . thém chin ngiy nita khong tin tirc thi that qua mirc chiu dung ciia c6. Nhung c6 khong thé t minh I
td1 Cornwallis Crescent ép bude Patty t¢ vao cai que, c6 con lua chon nao khac nita?

Bing cach ndo d6 ¢6 ciing trai qua duge hon mdt tuan chit xiu. Thinh thoang c6 con dém timg phit mt. Nhung van c6 thé tiép tuc tin ring moi thir vin
tot vi Patty khong goi dién dé bao tin xau.

Thé 16i, vao ti thir Tu sau d6 tiéng chudng dién thoai reo va giong Patty & dau dy bén kia.
“Abbie 4, chi dy. Chi xin 181, viéc nay khong thanh rdi. Ky kinh ctia chi hom nay bét dau lai”

Abbie truot xubng trdng cho t6i khi ng01 i hin xubng san phong khach. Khong c6 dira bé. Khong héi tic. Cho i tan I Ay, ¢6 van khong nhén ra duoc
minh d4 danh bao nhiéu tinh cam vao diéu ky diéu khong ton tai nay.

“Abbie? Em c6 sao khong? Nghe ndy, minh di ¢b. Ching ta da c6 hét sirc. Chi xin 161.”

OK, binh tinh lai, dau phai 14 tn cting thé giéi. Tuy ring cam gidc thi nhu vay. Ep minh phai binh tinh, Abbie n6i, “Véy ching ta lai phéi thir lan nita.”
“Piing vdy.” Dirng mdt chit. “Co diéu, trm, em chon ngudi khac cho Jan téi dugc khong? Vi chi nghi chi khong mudn thir lai nira.”

“Chi n6i sao co?”” Abbie cam thiy nhur khong khi dang bi it ra khoi hai 4 phoi. “Nhung chi da hira...”

“Chj khong hira. Chiing ta chi thoa thudn & chi s tiép tuc néu chuyén ndy khong thanh cong ngay. Nhung, em biét khong, chi khong thich chuyén nay
nhu chi tudng.” Patty ndi. “Nén chi thay d6i y dinh vé vi€e Ip lai chuyén ndy.”

“Nhung bon em van dang tra tién cho chil”

“Abbie, dimg gian chi. Chi khong dinh quyt tién ctia em. Tt nhién chj s& khong Ay thém nira. . . ngay sau khi tim dwoc nguoi khac thi bon em tré tién cho
hQ éy.”

“Dlmg gidn 42" Abbie rng én. “Chi mudn em phai cam thiy thé nao day?”

“Nao, emdang quat chi dAy. Va chi s& khong thay ddi quyét dinh d4u.” Giong Patty nhudm ve gay git. “Dursao thi chuyén d6 cting khong thire té nira,”
¢d ta tiép tuc, “Vi chi s& rdi Bristol. Me chi muén chi sang Phép & ciing me. Nén di chi ¢6 mubn tiép tuc cd vi em, chi ciing khong thé.”

“Emxin chi. Xin chi dimg di. Chi. .. nghi mdt vai tudn, 1di ¢ thé sau do6 chi s& thdy khoe hon va ching ta lai thir lai lan nita. .. emxin chi dy.”

Ha thip minh ma ciiing khong xong, Patty voi va két thic cudc goi, Abbie lién guc xuéng thanh mot ddng trén san. Sau d6 c6 nam liét girdng hai tudn
lién, khong chiu néi hay an uong hay di lam. Qua tuyét vong, Tom con ki xe t6i Bristol dé noi chuyén phai tréi v6i Patty nhung c0 ta ndi da quyét dinh
nhur vay roi. Hau qué vé tinh than qua lon. Prng ra ¢6 ta khong nén nhén 10 gitip ho ngay tir dAu. Va c6 ta ciing khong n6i dbi vé chuyén roi khoi Bristol;
ca can ho tran ngp va li, moi thir da sin sang dé ¢ chuyén dén mién Nam nurée Phap.

Khi nglle chuyén nay, Abl?ie cang ty thu minh ]aL Hoa"}ng s0, Tom thi nhdn véi béc sily dg vo minh bi suy sup tinh tlﬁq, tur rudc vé mdt bai ,giéng, dao~
dure ve viéc ho da ngungdc va vo trach nhiém dén theé nao moi thir nho mang thai thué; bat ctr ké kho dai ndao ciing biet do 1a cong thirc chiac chian dan
dén tham bai.

Viée bac sinoi ding khong gitip ho cam théy,dé th hon. Abbie khéng’hiéu 530 €0 van con mubn song nita, khi 1 rang ¢ qua ca tin, tham hai va vo
dung. Bicu duy nhat ngan c6 khdng udng thudc ty van Ia vi cd ciling chang buon lam chuyén do nita.

Néu ndi rang ¢6 khong bao gt mudn gip Patty Summers nita thi s& & cu noi gizm noi tranh hay nhat trong néim, nhung it nhét chuyén niy cling day cho
c6 mot bai hoc. Rang khong bao gio, khong mdt 1an nao nita ¢d duge phép tin mdt ngudi dan ba khac bang ca giac mo va hy vong ctia minh.

Ban dang doc truyén Minh Thir Yéu Nhé, Cleo? dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chwong 9

Gio ddy, sau murdi chin nam, Abbie nhin ra rang Tom dang nam tay c6. C6 cam thiy nhu ngudi ta lay 6¢ cua ¢o ra, lac manh nhur !éc qua cau tuyét, roi
sau do de tra lai vao dau nhung 1on nguoc. Nhimg gi anh n6i vdi ¢6 don gian I khong the tin duoc; khong the Ia sur thit. Nhung tham sau bén trong, o
biét anh noi thét.

“Patty da lira ching ta,” Tom lai noi. “C0 ta da c6 thai sau lan thir dau tién. Nhung c0 ta nhéin ra khong thé giao lai dira con cho ching ta. C6 ta khong
bict la cam gidc lai khac bict den vay, nhung diing nhu the. Ngay sau khi hodc mon thay doi, ¢6 ta bict minh muon giit dira bé. Vi the nén c6 ta bao me,
va ba ay hira s€ giip. .. chuyén Ia the do.”

“Cb ta Iy con ctia ching ta. C6 ta da an cip nd.”

“V& lut phap, d6 khong phai con chiing ta.” Giong ctia Tom rat nhe nhang nhung ¢6 cam thiy ndi dau anh cling phai chiu dung. Pira bé muroi tam tudi
nay Ia mdt nira cuia Patty, mdt nita ctia anh. Con bé I con dé ctia anh vay ma anh bi ngudi ta lira d€ khong hé duge biét nd, thurong yéu né va nhin nd
khon 16n.

Ma néi vé lira dbi. .. 6i troi, Abbie lai tbéy budn n6n khi nghi vé démqua. Co thé ¢o da khong ngu voi Des, nhung chuyén do rat d& xay ra. Rdi co con
nam ngl ca dém trén giuong anh ta. Bicu nay c6 the giét chét Tom néu anh phat hién ra. Anh khong the bict duoc, cham hét. Tuy nhién, 6 khong thé
nghi dén chuyén d6 lic ndy. Pra con gai ma murdi tim nam qua ho da danh it va khdc than vi nd, thue ra con song va khao khat gip cha n6 vo cing,
“Em yéu, anh xin 16i.”” Tom vudt toc ¢b. “Anh khong biét phai néi véi em thé ndo trude day ca.”

Anh chiing c6 16 gi ca. C6 c6 ngudi chdng tuyét voi nht trén thé gidi va co khong ximg déng ¢6 duoc anh.

“Khong sao.” Rdi anh va Georgia c6 hinh thinh mdi quan hé cha-con khong? C6 c6 bi ra ria va bo quén khong? Tim Abbie nhur tan nét, nhung it nhat
gio day c6 ¢ the tng ho Tom Co nd mit nu cudi yeu 6t, cd noi, “Emnghi anh nén goi dién cho con bé. Em chac Ia anh rat muon gap no.”

N6ng long mubn n6i chuyén vé Will, Cleo sin sang nhay x6 vao Shelly ngay khi ¢6 dén don Saskia Iic bay gio.

“Chao em! Xin 16i chi dén mudn — chuyén bay ctia khéch b hon!” Shelley vut qua c6 vao nha lic bay rudi, tim ]efly 4o khodc ctia Saskia trén thinh cau
thang va goi, “Sass! Nhanh kén bé yéu, me con minh phai nhanh ve nha cho con di ngt, mai con phai dén truong roi.”” Co ndi v6i Cleo qua vai, “Ong gia
Noel thé nao? Emcd vui khong?”

“Hay im. A, nhung chi ¢ lai ubng hop ca phé véi em duge khong? Chi murdi phit thoi. Chi khong thé tin duwoc chuyén gi da xay ra...”

“Pay r6i, con dua tay vao ddy. .. ngoan kim, gitdi ting vao. .. xin 10i em, chi khong thé & lai duoc, chi con phai giit ti ddng phuc thé dyc cho Sass khi
Ve tdinha. .. chi quén khong lam tdi qua! Con ¢ qua tir ong gia Noel khong? Oi, Tuyét khong kia? Pugc r6i, chi di ddy. Tam bigt!”

Khong i ¢ thé nhanh nhur chop gidng Shelley khi 6 dang voi. Chi trong mot phan triéu gidy 6 da budc ra khoi cira, vao xe phéng vit vé Bristol, dé lai
Cleo van ha miéng nhu ¢4 trude ctra nha.

Van n6ng 1ong mudn ké chuyén da xay ra, va dau kho vi thiéu mdt ngudi nghe dong cam
Pugc rdi. Co danh phéi goi cho Ash vy. Va doa s& ddm néu anh cudi nhu nic né.
Thét nhanh nhen, c6 nhay qua birc tudng ngin cach hai nha va g6 cira. Chéng hira hen gi nhidu vi ca nha i den.

Sau khi gio tén anh vai in qua hoc tha thur béo ma khong ai tré 163, ¢ quay lai nha minh goi s6 di dong clia Ash thi nhan ra iy d tit. Thiét tinh, c6
phai cdu ta co tinh lam vay khong? Buc minh, c6 quay so chi gai thi gap Tom.

“O, chao em Abbie dang tim & ting trén. Anh s& bao chi dy 1a em goi, nhung tam trang khong duoc tot im dau.” Anh ndi vé 1 dot. “Mai chi 4y goi cho
emdugc khong?”

Thoi ndo, ddy c6 phai dm muru thong dong gi khong?

C6 khong thé & nha duogc. C6 & nd tung 1én mét. Sau khi di lai vong quanh phong khéch thém vai an nita, Cleo véi iy 40 khodc va tit ti vi. C6 18 Ash
dang & ngoai quan rugu.

Thyc ra anh khong ¢ d6. Quén ruou khong hé dong. Dusao thi c6 da ¢ day 1di, cling nén lam gi cho bd cong di bo t6i day. Leo len cai ghé cao canh
qudy ruou, Cleo goi cdc gin pha tonic va tyr tranh ddu xem c6 nén ké cho Deborah sau quiy rrou vé sur xAu xa ctia dan ong ¢6 vo khong



R6i canh cira dan vao nha vé sinh bat md va Johnny budc ra, va c6 nhin ra nira coc bia Guiness trén quy cach c6 khoang nira mét 13 ctia hin.

“Khong sao déu, khong canbo didau.” Hién t6 vé budn cudi khi ¢b dinh tnrot ngudi xubng, tay van cam cde ruou. Roi nhay 1én ngdi trén ghé ngay canh
¢d. “Tdi nay t6 khong c6 himg cin x¢ ai dau.”

Cleo, 13 rang van dang c6 himg cin xé ai d6, nghién ring ndi, “T6 khong biét 1 cau van dang & day. Péang ra cau phai & New York chi?”

“Piing, d4ang ra thi t& dang & d6. Nhung c6 vé an toan hon néu t¢ & day trong chimg cin nha. Bao vé né kéo ai d6 lai mudn dudi nhitng ngudi dinh mua
nha di.”

Pumg c6 tin | hén s& quén chuyén nay. “Té da n6i rdi ma. Té s& khong im vay nita.”
“Té biét cau s& khong lam vay nita. T6 chi mudn chic chén thdi,” Johnny stra lai, “gia nhur ¢6 thé tim ngwoi mua khéc thi t6 ciing chic vay.”

C6 phai hén mudn ¢6 cam thiy c6 16i? Cleo bét chéo chan, lanh nhat xem lai do udng ctia minh, va hép mot ngumdleu da theo phong cach ctia Audrey
Hepburn. Y db hong bét khi dién thoai ctia ¢6 rung Ién, chiée Iy truot di, va may giot gin pha tonic truot xudng cam i roi vao khe nguc ¢o.

OK, c6 thé coi i khe nguc thi hoi qua, nhung néu ¢ ¢ thi d6 chinh 1 noi rrou da nhod xudng,

“Phi qua.” Johnny dra ¢6 ci khén lau ctia quan. Liéc nhin dién thoai dang rung trén qudy, hén néi, “Ban trai ctia cau ddy. Cau khong dinh nhic may 4?”
C6 da nhin thiy tén ctia Will 16e Ién trén méan hinh. Sao anh ta ¢6 gan goi cho minh chir, c6 that khong hiéu ndi.

Khong nhic may? Nhic may?

Quy quéi that. C6 nhic may sau hdi chudng thir nam va néi, “Khéng mudn nghe,” rdi ctip miy.

“Ui cha,” Johnny nhuréng may. “C6 chuyén 42”

“Dimg nhing miii vao.” Cleo chdm kho vét udt trén 4o phdng tréing ctia minh.

“T¢ dau dinh nhing miii vao. Té chi quan tam thoi.”

“Thé thi khong can d4u. Khong c6 gi can cai dau bé ti ctia cau phai lo ling ca.”

“Té nghi hai c4u rat dep doi, thé thoi. Hai cau trong rat hanh phic.”

Hin chic chén dang tréu choc co.

Biiip, dién thoai ctia ¢6 reo, bao hiéu co tin nhin,

Anh c6 thé giai thich moi chuyén.

Cleo nhén lai: Anh that nuc cudi.

Biiip. Lan ndy [ tin nhéin viét: Anh dang t6i chd em

“Cau biét khong, day diing 1a thir t& thich & mdt quan ruou lang truyén thdng,” Johnny néi. “Nhitng cude ndi chuyén thi vi.”
Lo hén di, Cleo nhén lai: Khong, khong, khong,

Biiip. Pi mi. Anh mudn gip em,

“Dlia bom,” Johnny van tiép tuc, nhur dang ty n6i voi minh, “déi dap 4n twong”

Gidi dét. Cleo nhanh chéng giri tin nhén cudi cing: KHONG BAO GIO, 1di tit miy n6i, “Chi Debs, cho emmot ly nita.”
C6 ciing thiy ring & lai ddy thi t5t hon v& nha va tyr tranh i vo nghiia v6i chinh minh vi da ¢4 tin dén thé nao.

“Pé ¢ tra tién cho ly do.” Johnny dira tay Ay vi.

“Thoi camon ciu. T tu tré duge roi.”

“P6 I didu t thich: dan dia phuong rt than thién.”

“Nghe day. Té khong c6 tAm trang than thién dau.”

Hin nhin vai. “C6 thé & s& lam ciu vui [én.”



“Cau biét khong?” Cleo n6i. “Céu khong thé am duoc dau.”

“Vay cau coi hai dira t& nhu nhau di. TG va anh chang Will gia t9i nghiép.” Johnny nhéin nhé néi, “Da bao gior cau nghi chinh cau mdi 1 ngudi ¢ 16i
chua?”

Quén dan dong Ién, Johnny choi vai hiép bi-a voi ba thanh vién cua d6i bong dia phurong, va Cleo tam thoi quén chuyén voi Will bang cach n6i chuyén
v6i Deborah vé nurde x0t sa lat, chuyén tinh cam cta Renee Zellwger, va nhitng doi giay yéu thich. C6 vira md ta d6i bot do co thich, mua trong dot
giam gid, dep khdng thé tin ndi nhung lai nhd hon chan c6 modt ¢d, thi canh clra quan rugu md tung ra sau lung c6 va c6 phang phat ngti thay mii nude
xit sau khi cao rau Armani.

Khong can thién tai ciing biét duoc ai vira vao. Cleo xoay trudc ghé ra ding sau nhin vao ngudi ma vai tiéng trude ddy van con 1 ban trai ciia ¢.
Neudi ma cd dat rit nhiéu hy vong.

“Anh di di, Will.”

“Cleo, chiing ta cin n6i chuyén.”

“C6 I& anh can. Nhung t6i thi khong,”

“Anh xin m.” Nhén thiy moi ngudi dang to md nhin minh, anh ta n6i, “Ta vé nha em dugc khong>”

“Um... n6i thé ndo nhi. Khong”

“Nghe ndy, anh xin 16i.” Tién t6i chd c6, anh ta van xin, “Nhung anh yéu em””

Cleo nhur ngat tho. Ca doi cd da mo dén ngiy dugc ai d6 nbi ba tir bé nho Ay vi minh. Theo mbt céch Fing man; tt nhién, ba me c6 da noi vy khi co
con nho. Nhung vi sa0 d6 cho tan t6i khi hai muroi chin tudi cd ghua mot lan duroc nghe ba tir d6 tir ban trai, tat ca bon ho chang qua 1a mjt lﬁ kém coi
hodic 1a so'ba tir d6 dén bénh hoan, 4c cam vdi viéc phai camket ca doi voi ¢, hay. .., don gian la ho chua du thich 6 dén mire néira ba tir dy. Con
lic nay, cuol ctng ciing ¢4 ai d6 noi voi ¢o ring anh ta thich c6. Lai giita dam dong nita. Anh ta dang tuyén bd trrde mit tit ca moi ngudi trong quén,
khong can biét ai dang nghe, dang ra da rit ling man, chi gia nhur khong phai trong hoan canh thé nay.

Thét vy, Cleo dang vd cling gidn di va thit vong vi anh ta da lim hong gidc mo ctia cd; ba tiéng anh-yéu-em dau tién s& méi mii nhur vy, khong thé
kém Iang man hon dugc nita.

“Anh Iira ddi toi.”

Wil dang tay tuyét vong, “Béi vi anh yéuem”

“Can ho & Redland. Anh n6i anh séng ¢ d6.”

“Anh biét.” Trén anh ta lap loang md hoi. “Do 1 nha ciia Rob va Damon. Anh phai lim vay; anh khong mudn mét em.”

Va lic ndy anh ta con lam moi thir trd nén i t¢ hon. Liu anh ta 6 biét chi thiéu chit nira thoi thi cai ghé trong quan da bé thing vao dau anh ta khong?
Cleo gilr chat lay cai ly 46 uong ctia minh. “Bién di, Will. Vé nha anh di.”

“Anh s& khong di cho t6i khi ching ta n6i chuyén tir té. Ra ngoai di,” anh ta van xin. “Hay dé anh giai thich.”
“T6i nghif 6 Ay mudn anh rdi di.” Johnny da bo choi bi-a quay lai chd ctia hén tai quiy rrou lic ndo khong 13.
Will lanh nhat nhin héin néi, “Déy I chuyén gitta t6i va Cleo.”

“Cleo khong mudn néi chuyén voi anh.”

“Cb Ay can nghe nhimg gi t6i phai néi. Chuyén riéng.”

Johmny quay lai nhin Cleo. “Anh ta danh cau a?”

“Troi dat,” Will n6i doa. “Tat nhién t6i khong danh ¢6 ay!”

Téang & hin, Johnny tiép tuc. “Anh ta im cau dau khd 42 Theo cach nao?”

“Khong, t6i khong lam céi quai gi nhu vay ca.”

“Vay thi, anh d4 lam gi d6 khién c6 4y kho chiu.”

That 1a nue cudi; sao c6 lai phai ban khoan ¢6 nén ndira diéu nay khong co ch? “Anh ta da c6 vg.” Cleo noi théng, “Va anh ta cé con.”



“0, duogc m.” Mét Will phong khip qudy ruou. “Anh khong mudn chuyén xay ra nhu vay, duoc chura?”

“Anh ta da n6i dbi ba thang troi. T6 vira phat hién ra hdmnay. Vo anh ¢ bao i tur hoi anh dang & chd nao khong?”

“Ra ngoai di,” Will nai ni. “Chi hai phut thoi.”

Cleo dién tiét rit Ién, truot xudng khoi ghé. Bén canh c6, Johnny hoi, “Chéic chir?”

Cleo gt dau. Vo Will 1 nguoi vo t6i, ¢d ta khong déng bi bé mat trude dam dong nay, cho di Will thi déng bi nhur vay.

Bén ngoai, nhiét d§ giam manh; mdt 16p swong gid lan 1én toan bd xe dd & chd d6 va tham co gion sdt soat bén dudi chan ho.
“Toi s& khong thay dbi quyét dinh, cho dit anh néi gi di nira.” Cleo vong tay quanh tim thin dang run lén.

“Anh yéu em,” Will ndi.

Pimg ¢6 ndi thé.

“Anh I ké n6i ddi va khong chung thity.”

“Em khong biét chuyén nhur thé ndo dau. Hon nhn ctia anh da két thic. Nhung voi em thi khac. . . khi ching ta bén nhau, anh thiy nhu dugc song lail”

Phai ri, nhirng 14 sao rong cang lic cang chdng chat. “Anh that dang ghé tom,” Cleo méing lai. “Ma theo anh t6i phai cam thy thé nio day? Toi da tin
tat ca nhirng gi anh noi. Toi da tin tudng anh.”

“D6 I vi ching ta hop nhau dén hoan hio.” Will tién mdt budc ki gin ¢6. “Ching ta dang ra phéi & bén nhau. Nghe ndy, anh da méc sai lam, anh nghi
Fia Ia nguoi pht hop, nhung khong phéi. Cude song cua anh & nha thue su la &c mong. ..”

“Khong ké nhirng ltic anh ra ciu lac bd dém, sin gii va gia vor i ngudi chura vo.”

“Chi mot Jn thoi. Anh im vy ding mdt An. Va ddy 1a dém tuyét nhét doi anh,” Will dit doi n6i. “Gap duoc emda thay ddi moi thir. .. d6 1 s phan!”
“Pmg c6 cham vao ti.”” Cleo Iti lai khi anh ta dinh voi lay ¢6. “Sao anh ddm chir.”

“Nhung em phdi tin anh, d6 1a sy that.”

“T6i khong mudn tin bt ctr chuyén gl anh noi.”

“Cleo, khianh...”

“Pugc i, hét thoi gian 1O1.” Carh cira gidt md va Johnny tir quan rugu dira. “Anh cd thé di. V& nha véi vo con. Toi s& lo cho Misa.”
Will nhin hdn vé khinh ghét. “C6 4y ghét may.”

“Ciing ¢6 thé.” Miéng Johnny bét dau gidt giat. “Nhung ic nay gitta hai thing toi thi t6i kha hon anh. Thé nén, tam biét!””

“Dlmg c6 bao tao phai laim gi,” Will phan dbi.

Khong khi diic quanh miii mu nong dan ong. Troi dét, dimg dé bon ho danh nhau.

“Ciing chéing dém mo. Chi goi y vl thoi. L4i xe vé nh cén than ddy,” Johnny k& nhé. “V& cai x6 néo anh & dy. Puong tron Fim” Han dimg mot chit, rdi
ndi thém, “Thyre ra cling hoi giong miéng ludi tron tudt ctia anh.”

Khong c6 cude 4u da ndo; moi thir dién ra chi trong mot gidy. Will gidn dir vung canh tay dinh Johnny, nhung hén dra mt canh tay lén chin dimg ct
dAm Cleo theo ddi thiy héin ¢6 vé ching lam thém dong tac g, nhung tiép d6 Will bt vé phia sau nhur bi mot cai day thun khong 16 ban di. RSi anh ta
roi xudng dAt, hai chin vung 1én, sdng soai trén 16p ¢6 phii bing, van chura hét sitng so.

“Ui cha,” Johnny néi. “Tron trugt hon t6i nghi.”

Ban dang doc truyén Minh Thur Yéu Nhé, Cleo? duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 10

RO quéan ruou voi thoa thuan ngam, Johnny ra hiéu cho Cleo va ca hai ciing di qua tham c6. Pang sau ho, Will dimg 1én, vudt phéng quan 4o r6i quay lai
chd dé xe.

Bau troi lp lanh sao. Cach xa anh dén duong vang trim quanh tham co, bong t6i den diic dang vay toa. Tiéng co loat soat dudi timg bude chan, Cleo
thoc tay vao tlii 4o thd dai. “Chac té phai cam on cdu roi.”

Hin cudi vi giong diéu ctia ¢6. “Néu cau khong chiu dugc thi khong néi ciing ching sao.”
“Nhung sao cau lam dugc nhu thé?”

“Nhur thé nao?”

“Dura tay ra d& mi van quing anh ta xa dugc.”

Johnny ¢6 vé budn cudi. “Cau thich vay phai khéng?”

“Nhur Jy ra tir truyén tranh dy. Bop, xoet, uych! Nhung t& chang thiy cau Bm gi ca.”

“A,’d(') a diémhay cua v ty vé. Diing strc manh ctia ké tAn cong dé chéng lai héin. T& ¢6 hoc Khong Thi Dao vai nam. Cau nén hoc di.”” Johnny noi.
“Biét dau co khi lai hiru ich.”

D6 14 y kién hay, nhung Cleo biét minh thé ndo. C6 s& gia nhp 16p v& tir vé v6i bao tham vong va y nguyén t6t, dé rdi mdt tudn sau thi mit himg vi chira
lay duogc dai den. Cac thay c6 gido ciing thuong viet vao hoc ba ctia ¢d trong giai doan bat can, Ia ¢d thieu chuyén tim

Ma thye ra, néu n6i vé nhitng ngay di hoc khing khiép d6. .. “Tién day cau dimg goi t6 a Misa nita dwoc khong?”

“Xin 161, t6 khong biét 13 t6 van goi cau thé.”

“Trong quén rugu cau da goi thé.”

“Vay 42 Theo thoi quen thoi. Té s& thue sy ¢b ging,” Johnny n6i. “Danh du ctia mt hudng dao sinh.”

“Cau chua bao gios A mdt huéng dao sinh.” Cleo liéc nhin qua vai khi hai ngwoi vé dén gin nha, dé chéc B Will da di khoi. “Cém on da dua t6 ve.” Hoi
la ky khi lai quan h¢ than mét véi mot ngudi ma bao nhiéu nim nay ¢d cam ghét. Lay chia khoa ra, ¢6 ndi, “Lan sau gap cu trong quan ruou, cd khi td
con nua mot ly moi cau.”

Péy I cach ¢6 ndi tam biét, néu bit tay thi hoi ky cuc va chéic chén c6 khong mudn thom ma hén. Tuy nhién Johnny 1o thim y ctia ¢6 va van tiép tuc tién
V¢ phia cira.

“Nhd anh ta quay lai thi sao. T4 s& ngdi cling cau mot Iic.”

“Khéng can dau cung”

“Cau lim sao biét duoc. Dit gi thi ciing khong thanh vén d&.”

Cleo tra khoa vao 6. “Véi cau thi chic vay.”

“Nao, t6 chi & lai ubng cde ca phé thoi. Cau chiu duroc chir ha?” Hin n6i tro tro. “Té ddu cd bét cau phai ndu cho t& ca bita an.”

[t nhét IAn nay trong nha khong c6 mii chdy kinh khing. Trong bép, ¢6 thém vao cbe ca phé ctia Johnny mot dbt ngén tay mrdc lanh rdi dua cho hén.
“C6 vé nhur cu khong mudn t6 & ddy.”

“Khong ding lic thoi.”

“Thét khing khiép nhi. Phat hién ra ban trai minh khong tuyét nhu minh nghi”

Cleo Véi~]§y hop bich quy kéo qua ban vé phia minh. Bich quy s6 ¢ la khong bao gior im ngudi ta tht vong, khong giong bon dan 6ng. Lai con chuyén
co da dieu hanh cting Will ngay trudc Irﬁl Johnny nita chit, ty mén khoe khoang ba‘n trai tuyét voi ¢6 c6 dugc, tuyét vong muon chirng minh cho han
thay ¢ khong phai ké thua cudc ma han va damban da tréu choc bao nhiéu nim veé trude.

“Céu hy vong rit nhiéu ¢ anh ta phai khong?”’

Troi dét, hin dang to ra thong cam va nhic lai chuyén d6 khong hé thirong tiée.



“Ciing khong hin,” Cleo n6i doi.

“Thdi ndo, ding vay ma. Chuyén rd nhur ban ngay.”

C6 dao mit vi sy thiéu t& nhi ctia hin. “Vay bay gio cau mudn & cam thiy dau khd hon ha? Cau im viée cho ai? Hiép hoi chdng Bac Aia?”

“Nao, t¢ dang ¢b hét minh ma,” Johnny cuoi. “Té tudng phu nit mubn néi cho hét nhimg chuyén thé nay.”

Cleo gt ddu n6i cham choc, “Véi nhimg phu nit khac thi viy.”

“0, véy thi t6 khong gitp duroc cau roi. Thé cho t6 xin cai banh bich quy nhé?”

Chi con bdn cai. Ngn ngir, ¢b dira cho hin cai hop.

Hin Iy hai cai.

“Di sao thi anh ta ciing 14 thing ti,” Johnny n6i. “Céu bo duoc anh ta thi tt hon.”

“Camon. T6 biét viy ma.”

“Cudi cung cdu s€ tim duoc ai khac thoi.”

“Cau biét khong?” Cleo lic dau. “Viée cau ¢ dong-cam-véi-phy-nir y, khong hop véi cau dau.”

Hén cudi khi. “Chi mubn gitp cau thoi”

“Pugc rdi, thir nhat, t biét néu mudn t6 ¢6 thé tim ai d6 khéc. Thir hai, Will chi | ban trai, hiin khong phéi tinh yéu 16n cta doi 6. Dém dau ngon tay
va khong bict diu thir ba 1a gi, vi sau khi 3@ dém ngdn tay nhur vay, phai luon c6 dicu thir ba, Cleo néi, “Va thir ba, t& cling chang can mot nguoi dan
ong khac lam gi.”

Johmny dura vao t lanh. “A, giong diéu khong-can-dan-6ng ddy ma. Té thich cai giong d6.”

C6 thé dai. “Y cau nhur vy  sao?”

“Té thay hay chir sao, phu nif thich noi thé vi nhur vay ho cam thdy manh m3 va doc lp. Nhung didu do khong dung phai khdng? Tan sau bén trong bon
ho dang lo ing, cam thdy cang tuyét vong hon, va ngay sau d6, ho quing minh vao nhimg mdi quan hé méi.”

“Nghe b doi qua dil”
“Liic ndo ciing vay ma.” Johnny binh tinh cin d6i miéng bich quy.
“T6 khong nhu thé. T s& khong im vdy.” Cleo phén nd.

“Tin t& di, ctr dé vai tudn ri cu s€ thay ddiy dinh. TG doan 1a cu s& thir cai cu tén 1 gi nhi....” hdn chi vé phia tudng bén phai. «... cau im & dai phat
thanh. .. céi cdu nha bén canh ay.”

“Ash 42" Ha, thé goi 14 liic ndo ciing diing ddy. “Khong bao gid! Cau ta 1 ban, thé thoi. Va dimg c6 ni a t& tuyét vong,” Cleo noi, “vi to khong nhur
vay. T6 hoan toan 6n khi & mot minh.”

“Dlmg c6 git gong thé. T4 biét cau ding ma.” Mt anh én thich thy, Johnny néi, “Sau séu thang nita t& s& hoi lai nhé.”

“Puoc thoi, cir vay di” Phai mét hai muroi chin ndim c6 moi tim duoc ngudi dan 6ng ¢6 yeu thuong nhiéu nhur Wil, co hdi dé tom duge mdt ngudi khac
sau sdu thang gan nhur 1 khong thé. Nhung that kho tranh c&i khi ¢6 dang rét mudn vao phong vé sinh. Cleo di vé phia cu thang, “T6 quay lai ngay
dAy.” Khong thé dimg duoc, ¢b chi vio hop bich quy trén ban. “MAy cai do i ctia t6 nhé.”

Miéy phit sau ¢ quay i, Johnny d tim thy mot quyén tap chi bong loéng va dang nhan r8i it timg t& trong lic udng ca phé. Bay giv chéic ca phé
ngudi rol.

Hén ngude 1én. “Cau néi da hen ho véi anh chang da-co-vo-con duge bao lu rdi?”
Oi troi, héin khong dimg lai di cho minh nho. “Chi ba thang thoi. Chura lau im.”
“Puoc rdi, khuyén chan thanh nhé. Day [ 16i phy nit thurong méc phai. Va dé to nhic cau ki, cau 16 idu qua.”

“Céu dang n6i gi vay?” Cleo kiém tra lai hop banh; rat c6 thé héin vira thay miy c4i banh bing miy qua quat. Khong, banh van con trong hop, may cho
hén im

“Di1 sao thi, it nhit cu ciing tiét kiém cho minh dugc mﬁy ngan bang.” Johnny 1at lai trang tap chi hin d& xem va tim duoc trang cAn tim, mAu quang cao



10ng hai trang bao mang tén “Lam Anh Ay Yéu Ban Hon Gidng Sinh Nay!”

Cleo néi day gian dit, “Té d4u c6 ¥ dinh mua n6 vi Willl”

Hén huéng anh mét vé ¢6 t6 y ¢6 lim sao lira gat ai duoc.

“To khong that ma.” Thyc long, 6 wdc tha hén &n hét méy cai béanh bich quy con hon. Trd ngdn tay vao tm hinh chiéc dong ho Breitling ¢ da ding bit
khoanh tron lai, Cleo chong ché, *“T¢ chi lim vay vi t& thich phong cach va kiéu dang cua n6, day deo bang theép va mat dong ho mau xanh dam.” D6 la
su that, nhung nghenlnx loi n01 doi kém thuyét phuc nhat. Mat ¢6 nong ca Ién, ¢6 lai néi ti€p, “Té chi dinh xem co thé tim thay ci ndo trong giong nhu
vay nhung khong dat dén thé khong,”

“Phai r0i.”” Johnny gt dau, 0 rang a chua tin ¢6 duoc. “Pugc, thé thi tdt. Vi dé 6 ndi cho cau biét, khong gi kho xr hon khi phai nhan mdt mon qua
cuc ky dat tien.”

“Nhung té dau cé dinh...”

“Anh ta mua cho cdu mot lo mrde hoarvz‘l mdt doi hoa tai ré tién, néu cu may min, Sau d6 cau s& tang anh ta...” Johnny nhin lai cubn tap chi. “Oi troi
dat, cai dong ho gia ba ngan bang.” Han nhuéng chin may lén vé wira kinh hoang vira ché gicu. “Ca hai s& déu thiy khé xtr. Trir khi anh ta khong thay
xau ho, nhung lic d6 ngay ca cau r6i cling s€ nhan ra anh ta [ loai dan 6ng nao.”

“T6 nhéc lai lin cudi nhé, t6 khong dinh mua cho Will mbt cai ddng hd gia ba ngin bang! Té chi mudn mua mdt c4i voi kiéu dang nhur vay ma khong quéa
ndm muoi bang!” Cleo giat cai coc trén tay han lam nude cén do ra khap ban. “Cau uong xong chua? Tot. Thé con banh bich quy? Tuyét lim Puoc 16i,
camon cgu rat nhiéu vi d@ dua t¢ vé nha, nhung bay gio cau vé duoc roi. To khong can vé si. Will s€ khong quay lai dau va t& can phai di tam.”

Johnny Jay but tir 40 khoéc ra lodng ngodng mot day sb 1én t& tap chi, ngay bén dudi dong tiéu dé. “Day 1a sb di dong ctia t6. Néu anh ta xuit hién va
céu can t& giip thi goi cho t6.”

Chuyén nay chiic chin s& khong xay ra.

“Tam biét.” C6 nhanh chong ddy hén ra cira.

Dimng lai ngay trude cira, Johnny ndi, “Mai to s€ bay vé& New York. Thé nén chuc caumot Giang sinh vui vé nhé.”
“Cau cling vay.” Cleo ty hoi thue sy ¢6 co cam théy nhu vay khong,

Hin nhudng miy chdm choc. “Réi xem dén hé cau c6 con mdt minh khong.”

“T¢ s& vin mOt minh.” C6 that hén nghi hiin Wira giao cho minh mot nhiém vy bat kh thi khong? D6 B thach thire d& nhét o timg gp. V6i mdt qua khir
ching vinh quang gi v6i ban khéc gioi thi chuyén nay véi co dé nhu bon.

Johnny sai chin qua béi cd. Cleo nhin héin bién mit trong man t6i lanh cim Sau d6 c6 dong cira, quay lai bép vit td tap chi vao thing rac tai ché. Thuc
tinh thi su thang khong c6 dan dng trong doi cling Ia chuyén binh thuong thoi.

Ban dang doc truyén Minh Thir Yéu Nhé, Cleo? dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chuong 11

Lam sao c0 lai dy minh vao tinh trang t¢ hai thé nay? Abbie gin nhur khong thé duoc khi c0 t6i Kilgour bét dau ca lam vige sang thir Hai. V6iai o thi
lrong tam I m0t 16 hong Ion, tinh nghich 14 th vui ctia ho va n6i doi lién hoan tré thanh chuyén thurong tinh... nd lam tang lrong adrenaline trong ngudi
ho, lam cudc song trd nén vui vé va s6i noi hon...

Quy quéi, sao cd khong phai nguoi nhur vay chir?

Oi trdi, Des dang & kia, mang cay Noel tir trong kho ra xép bén ngoai dé khach hang c6 thé xem trurde khi mua.

Mot ludng hoi dang én, gidng con budn ndn, khi Abbie’tién lai gAn anh ta. Des dang méic chic 40 len mau do hoi la, va chiéc quéan bo sach hon moi
ngay. Khi anh ta nhin c6 va giat cai mii len mau xam xuong, c6 nhan ra anh ta wira cdt toc. Mé toc do moi gdi cuia anh ta dung dirng Ién vi tich dién.

Oi troi, anh ta vira di stra sang lai toan bo.

Des ha cai than cdy dai gin hai mét tir trén vai xudng, i hudng dnh miit ddy hy vong vé phia c6 va gd ma xanh cia anh ta g hong, “Khoe chir,
Abbic?”


http://ebookfull.net

“Khong khoe JAm dau.” Lic chi con cach anh ta hai met, ¢6 ¢6 thé nguri thAy mii mrde sau cao rdu xa xi cta anh. Nhin quanh dé biét khong ai co thé
nghe thay ho, c6 lay mdt hoi dai roi ndi, “Nghe nay, t6i cd chuyén can noi voi anh, va chuyén ndy rat quan trong,..”

“Des, ¢ cAn mang nbt méy c4i cdy dai ba mét ra day khong?” Huw tho dau ra tir phia nha kho va Abbie cam thiyy nhu minh dang d6 nhimg giot md hoi
lanh bang, Pugc r6i, day chmh la ly do pé sé trd thanh ké pgoai tinh kém coi nhat, ng%u ¢0 ¢ Iac du tinh ngbiérptﬁc nhu vdy. Huw 14 chong ctia Glynis
ciing lam trong ctra hang, va noi tiéng vé nhiing chuyén ngdi Ié d6i mach. Chi nghi dén thoi da khdng chiu ndi roi..

“Khong, thé ndy k di r6i. Des noi véi Huw, “Mdi loai chi can nira ta | nhiéu. Cho khéch hng nhicu lwa chon qué rdi ho s& khong quyét dinh mua gi
cd.” Quay lai voi Abbie anh ta binh than no6i, “C6 phai chuyén miy ca lam ctia ¢6 khong? Ta nén Ién van phong di.”

Abbie khong thé tin dugc, giong anh ta khong hé nhudm vé run rdy, khong c6 chit gi do du. Anh ta n6i ra nhu mot ké chuyén nghiép.
Ma ciing ¢6 thé a nhur vay Em. It nhdt mot trong hai ngudi phéi sin sang duong du véi chuyén nay.

“Chi em phu nix mu6n thay doi ca tryc lién tuc. Thyc I tai hoa doi to1.” Lic dau véi Huw theo kiéu dan 6ng hiéu dan 6ng, Des noi voi Huw, “Khi nao
Jam xong chd ndy, cu mang my chiu hoa trang nguyén ra duoc khong? Té s& quay lai sau nam phit thoi.”

Lén t6i tang trén, anh ta dong chit cira vin phong sau krng,
“Puoc rdi, ¢d ndi xem chuyén gi da xay ra. Co da d6i mit voi anh ta chua?”

C6 thiét bi thu Am gidu dang sau may sudi khong? C6 ai d6 dang bo dudi ban khong? Miéng kho khic, Abbie néi, “Toi da lim vay. Va chuyén khong
nhu t6i nghi. O1 troi, chuyén that qua phuc tap...”

“T¢é hon ¢6 nghi 42 Hay tot hon?” Des nhin it ¢6 do hoi.

Liic dAu hoi ngdp ngimg, rdi sau d6 10 n6i tudn ra nhanh hon. Abbie giai thich moi chuyén. Toan b cau chuyén, that bi kich. Cudi ciing mét day nudc,
06 noi, “It nhat thi cling c6 mdt chuyén tot. Tom khong hé Itra doi t1.”

“Thé thi... c6 s& khong b6 anh ta?”

“Tét nhién t6i s& khong bo anh dy! Anh 4y i chdng ti va t0i yéu anh dy.” Abbie Ay mu ban tay lau xéo qua mit. “Ma anh 4y chang Am gi sai ca.”
“0, phai roi. Thé thi, t6i nghi ¢6 ciing khong mubn viy.”

“Nhung quan trong hon hét 1 anh 4y khong duoc biét chuyén, anh biét ddy... chuyén chit nita thi xay ra, hirm, t6i hom trude.”

“Y em la hom thir Bay 4y ha?”” Des trong c6 vé ngac nhién. “Cai dém ching ta & bén nhau a?”

“Oi, durng n6i kiéu nhur thé!” C6 thét ra méy tiéng hoang so. Lic dau vé xin 16i - vi, c6 Chiia chimg gidm, ¢6 can anh ta tng ho - Abbie van xin, “Ching
ta phai quén chuyén d6 di. Quén hoan toan.”

Vai ctia Des ching xudng, “Pugc thoi, dimg lo Fing, Néu d6 I didu céﬂcé“m, thi ching ta s& lam véy.” C6 thy moi chuyén nhur dang chim xuéng khi tit
ca hy vong déng tran cting nhur no lure tu stra bé ngoai ctia anh ta da chang dat két qua gi. Gom gdp mdt mu curdi nuoi tiée, anh ta chia tay ra dau gach
bo, “Po, da quén r6i. Xong.”

Phai gia vor a khong c6 chuyén gi bat 6n khi moi thir déu bét on thure sur 1 rét kh so. khi Abbie vé nha lic sau gidr cd mét phor vi phai ¢b t6 ra nhur vdy.
Moi chuyén con t¢ hon khi Magda va vai phy nit khéc tai chd im d nhén ra viéc Des ¢b ging trong banh trai hon. Ca ngay ho cir tréu choc anh ta, hoi
¢6 phéi anh ta dang mé ai khong, va ¢ doan xem ngudi gianh duoc tinh cam ctia anh 1 ai. Ho ciing mubn ¢d hia vao clng. Va ¢6 bude phai dua dua
201y c6 thé d6 1a co gai toc vang yéu diéu tudn ndo ciing t6i khu trung tAm nay dé mua mdt bao dd an cho chim

C6 vira vao t6i nha thi Tom vé, lAn d4u tién anh vé nha sém, anh lao vao chao ¢6. Mt séang lén, anh néi, “Con bé viét thur tra 1o 1.

Abbie gidu vé thit vong, Toi qua ho da cing nhau viét mdt birc thur giri téi dia chi email ctia Georgia. Liic ¢6 nhin Tom nhén nit Giri, mdt phan trong ¢o
cau mong la ho s& khong bao gio nghe t6i con bé nira.

Nhung tAt nhién chuyén d6 khong xay ra, va sur trimg phat cho viéc ¢6 qua réu ri va thiéu cam thong i 1 thur trd 161 cure nhanh. Theo anh vao phong
khach cho dé may tinh, c6 dung sau Tom khi anh ng6i xudng cham chi nhin vao cai email trén man hinh:

Con chao bd!

Oi troi dat, tht tuyét voiiii khi duoc ndi cau do! BS khong thé tudng tirong chuyén nay kim con xiic dong dén thé nio dau. Cam on b rét nhiéu vi (cudi

cling) d tra 1oi thur ctia con. B6 viét nghe hay that. Ma thyee tinh thi tai sao lai khong co chir? B6 1 b ctia con ma! Ha ha, con lai n6i cau d6 rdil Thoi
nao, khong can lo ling dau, con chua phat dién, chi hoi qua khich mdt chiit thdi, néu bo chua nhén ra!

Vay khi ndo bd con minh ¢6 thé gip nhau? Con dang & Newcastle nhung con c6 thé xubng chd bd be“'lt’cfr Itic ndo. Cubi tudn nay b ¢6 sép xé:p dugc
khong? Con xin bo hay néi duoc! Con s€ don tau xudng vao thir Sau rdi bo ra don con ngoai ga, s€ giong nhur trong phim ay, bo khong the bict con da



mo gidc mo nhir vAy bao nhiéu in rdi dau! C6 phai con dang huyén thuyén khong? Con xin 161 bd, con sé& xir sy binh thirdng khi con gip bd, con hira
day.

B4 béo cho con biét thir Sau con dén c6 duoc khong nhé. CON RAT MONG BUGC GAP BO!!!

Con yéu bd

Con gai miat tich ciia bd

Georgia

Nhur vy d6. Céc dong chi thit song dong trén méan hinh. Ching nhu dang Ip I6e va nhiy nhot, réc day hat p Finh va séang anh dén né ong. Tom van
nhin chdm chiim vao buc thu, sting so. Thit may Abbie dang ding sau anh nén anh khong thay duoc vé niit ctia cd, c6 ndi vdi vé vui mirng guong ép,
“Nghe ctir nhur anh da 1am con bé mirng phat dién!”

Hom qua khi ho viét ermail, Tom da ké véi Georgia vé gu{)c hon nhin ctia anh va nhAn manh 1 ¢ hai déu rit mong chod dugce gip con bé. Phai 10, d6
khong phai hoan toan sy tht, nlung con bé khong muon biét vay, phai khong?

Nhung trong bure thu Georgia giri thi ¢6 khong hé dugc nhic t6i. Birc thu chi duoc giri cho Tom. RS rang I, theo nhur ¢ biét, dugce gip bd ki chuyén
duy nhat quan trong vdi con bé.

Abbie cb nudt nude bot. Cir nhur ¢d chéng hé ton tai vay.

Mot giot nurc it roi xudng ma. Qua mudn rdi, ¢b nhan ra Tom dang theo ddi phan tmg clia ¢6 qua man hinh may vi tinh.

Quay lai, anh n6i, “Con bé mong gip c4 hai ching ta.”

“Anh dung lo, khong sao dau.”

“N6 m6i murdi tam tudi, thé théi. N6 cur xir voi vang chiing suy nghi gi.”

“Tom, anh khong phai bao chita cho né. Theo nhur con bé thi em ching lién quan gi ca.”

Trong anh ¢ vé ton thurong, “Khong phai vay dau.”

“Nghe ndy, tt nhét c6 & anh nén gip n6 mdt minh.”” Abbie Fic dau; trong mot thé gi6i song song ndo do, Georgia 6 k& da l con gi ctia ¢d, va ¢ da la
e ctia Georgia. Nhu’ng moi chuyén khong dién ra nhur vay, phai khong nao? Thay vao do, hai nguoi hoan toan xa la véi nhau va chang gi co the thay
d6i duge ca. “S& dé hon nhidu cho ca hai néu em khong ¢ d6 imky da can miii. Con bé s& khong mudn gip em dau.” Khi mii thom cta thirc an hang
nidm sao dang tran trong khong khi bubi dém thi mot goi khoai ty nhat va mot chai nude tring khong thé so dugc.

Nhung d6 la chuyén thuong cia nghe taixé. Cleo dang doi ngoai béi xe ctia nha hang, n6i ding ra thi ¢6 khong nén an bIIIl bim trong xe. Nhung c6 dang
can thin hét mirc dé khong lim roi miu ndo, va dén khi khach hang khat khir ra dwoc khoi nha hing vao cudi budi tdi, néu 6 ca con giu tring to ding
ngdi trén ghé phuy thi ¢6 khi ho ciing ching nhan ra duoc.

C0 bit viy vimot trong s ho d ra ddy hai lin dé xin 16i d bét c6 doi va giéi thich v6i giong nhira nhyra ring rit c6 thé ho con ngdi lu nira. C6 cuoi
nhan nai bao rang khong sao, khong van d gi, ¢6 hoan toan vui long doi tiép.

Tai sao lai khong chir. Sau mudi mdt gios ¢6 s& duoe tra gép doi, chinh cong ty bao hiém ctia ho chiu trach nhiém thanh toan hoa don dt do nay.

D1 sao, ho van 1 nhirng nhén vién cham chi, thanh dat, day I tiéc Giang sinh hing ném, va ho duwoc phép vui thi. Cleo khdng hé thém mudn dugc vui vé
nhur ho. C6 duge doi trong mdt céi xe am, ¢ dai dé nghe, va mit quyén sach hay dé nghicn ngau.

ROi tiéng dién thoai rung trén cai ghé canh ¢6, vao lic murdi mot gidy hai muroi phit dém. C6 1§ Graham Céu kinh nudn biét ¢6 da di d6n khach chura.
Nhung liéc nhin mn hinh ¢6 théy sb dién thoai d6 khong 13 danh tinh. Cleo biét c6 nhitng nguoi khong nghe nhirng cudc goi nhur vy nhung c6 khong
can minh duge, nhin cu dién thoai d6 trong tur nhén 14 bai Co hoi hay Khi van trong c& Ty phil. Con néu lai [a Will goi dé van xin c6 thay doi quyét
dinh... thi c6 chi viéc gdc may.

“A 167" C6 doén xemai goi, d6 moi  cdi hay. C6 phii c6 doat gidi A hju trong cudc thi hoa hu va théing dugc hai muroi bang? D6 | diéu c6 yéu thich
hdi nhd, khi co 1at 14 bai nay Ién, ¢ thuc sy cdm thay minh dep. Hay c6 sap nhan dugc tdm vé phat vi pham toc d6?

“O... xin chao. T6i dang n6i chuyén véi ai ddy a?”

Cleo hét hon. C6 & hrong tam ti 16i lam ¢4 hoang tuong, nhung d6 1a giong phy nit dang ¢b t0 vé binh thurdng trong khi cue ky cang thing, Chét that,
dung noi la Will 83 ké cho vo nghe hét tat ca moi chuyén nhé.

Mac dinéu anh ta lam vay thi tai sao ¢0 ta lai hdi tén c6?



“Xin 16i? Toi khong nghe thiy c6 n6i gl c4, duong truyén t& qua.” Vo vo gdi bim bim, Cleo n6i to hon. “Um, ai d6 nhi, v c6 mubn hoi cai gi?”
Va cau cho cau tra 10i s& khong phai 1, “T6i mudn ban chét ¢o 4 da ngi véi chdng toi. A, tién ddy, t6i dang dimg ngay sau xe ctia c0.”
Thay vao do, van véi giong phang phat lo Fing, ngudi phu nit néi, “Ngudi ta dura t6i b ndy dé goi. C6 c6 thé cho t6i biét tén diroc khong?”

“Xin 11, t61 mét tin hiéu rdi...” Cleo lai vd g6i bim bim Am 1 ngay bén canh dién thoai, sau do tit may. R&i virt n6 qua bén ghé phy ma nhin chim chim,
miéng kho khdc vi ti 16 va so hai. C6 khong hé bi hoang tuong, phai khong? R rang khong thé nham dugc nguoi goi la ai Bang cach nay hay cach
khac, vo ctia Will da biét duoc sb cia ¢d va da du nghi ngd dé goi, diéu ny c6 nghiia i ¢6 thé I ¢6 ta khong biét chic viée tring hoa ctia chong nhung
c0 ta da nghi ngo. Tru khi, ¢ :the JAm, ¢6 ta cho ring Will dang bi mbt con diém tro trao sin dudi va con my do dang bi timra va trung phat... va may
sao anh trai c0 ta Ia mdt tén giét ngudi chuyén nghi€p rat thich timkiém va hanh ha ¢6 4 da pha vd cudc hon nhan ctia em gai han bang cach...

“Aaaaaaa!”” Cleo hét lén khi cira sau xe gidt md. Bim bim bay tir tung khéi vo khi c6 nhay dymg lén ca nira mt... &i gioi oi, chéing cn t6i bon git thug,
chi cai rong tam t4i 16i ctia c6 thoi cling du gict chét c6 10i.

“Oi, xin 16i, xin 101, ¢6 dang nu a? Suyt, dimg danh thire o 4y, c0 ay dang ni chit thoi...” Mervyn, ngudi béo nhét trong d4m nhan vién bao hiém dira
ngon tay chubi nin én moi khi ong ta ngdi danh phich xubng ghé.

“T6i d4u c6 ngit.” Nhay ra khoi xe dé giit cira cho nhimg ngudi khac leo én, Cleo nhanh chéng phui hét méy mau bim bim khoi ci vay méu xanh linh
thy. “Céc anh wira lam t6i gidt minh thoi. Kia, can than, t6i gitt chai nay gitim anh nhé. Moi nguoi cé mdt dém vui vé chir?”

“Tuyéc dzoi. Pang ra ¢6 ciing nén nhap hdi cling ching t6i, tham gia cho vui. Chiing t6i 6 thé gifp ¢b vui.”” Anh chang toc sim niu thoang né ny curdi tir
tin voi co.

“0, dugc thé thi con gi bing, nhung phai c6 ngudi cho cac anh vé nha chir.” Chiéu Iong khéch hang say rurou 1 mdt phén trong md ta cong viéc. Dy ho
vao xe, Cleo noi, “Moi nguoi that day an toan vao nhé.”

“Cb rét dep, co biét khong? Ban trai c6 khong phién khi c6 im nghé nay 42

Cleo cudi. “Moi ngudi déu phéi kiém sdng ma.”

“Anh ta mudn tim hiu xem c6 c6 ban trai chua d4y,” cu béo 4n can giai thich.

“Vay 42 Céc anh c6 mudn nghe ti nhac trén duong vé khong?”

“C6 em dang 6 ra kho gan ddy. Troi dat, t6i thich khi phy nir im vay im. C6 bao nhiéu tudi rdi, bé yéu?”

“Bay muroi sau.”

“Thét sao? Tuyét qua... trong cd khong ai nghi Ia d& qua bay muroi ba daw.”

Ban anh ta n6i vé budn ba, “Cau théy khong, Merv, déy chinh 13 diém yéu ctia cAu. Phu nit chic chin khong thich cau néi nhur vay.”

Tro giéu cot d6 kéo dai thém vai ddm duong nira, sau d6 thua dan khi hanh khach day ghé sau df“){lg loat roi vao trang théi bét tinh vi say rurou. Thich tha
vi sy yén lang - trir tieng ngay nhur lon cta anh chang Merv béo - Cleo Ii xe theo duong cao toc vé Bristol. Bon muroi phit sau, ¢6 dimng xe bén ngoai
dia chi tra khach dau tién, mo ctra phia sau va dap Ién vai anh chang toc sam mau.

Mo mit, anh ta curdi mo hd voi ¢d.“Chao c6 emxinh dep.”

“Xin cho.” Cleo ngi ra phia sau dé tranh viéc xAu nhét 1 anh ta say qua mé non mira. “Da dén nha anh i

Anh ta ngd ra ngoai cira s0. “D4 t6i rdi 4. Nhanh that.”

“Chiing t6i mong mudn dugc 1am hai Iong khéch hang, thwa anh.”

“C da lam ching t6i hai ong. Tén t6i 1 James,” anh ta n6i khi ¢6 ging tréo ra khoi xe. “Khong phai thura anh gi ca.”

Anh ta khoang cudi ttr tudn, nhiu nét, bét nhe, nhung vén dii ty tin dé tan tinh c0. M tti, anh ta Ry tim danh thiép ra nhét vo tay c6. “PAy nhé, danh
thiép ctia toi. Nghe ndy, lic ndo minh gip nhau di. C6 dua t6i s0, 1oi tdi s& goi.”

“Thue ra thi, rt cam on hio y cua anh, nhung...”

“Dung ndi nhung, A, t6i ghét khi phu nit n6i nhung” Anh ta biu mdi ra nhu mdt dira tré. “Théi nao, song thoai mai chit di. Ching ta s€ vui vé v6i nhau,
t61 hira day. Quén ua thich ctia c6 1a gi?”” Anh ta lay dién thoai ra nhin Cleo mong cho, lac Iu nguoi dgi Cleo doc s6 cua minh.

Cleo, chi vao anh ta n6i, “T6i nghi c6 ngudi dang doi anh d6.”

James quay lai phat ra mot tiéng rén. “Troi dét, sao co ta khong ngn di?”



Nguoi phu ni, tay khoanh lai cho d& lanh, dang mic 4o choang ngn bang bong mau hong, D6i dép i 16ng to ding phat ra tiéng lep xep lic ¢6 ta dira
duong dan vao nha.

“Lic nao cling XUAt hién dé am to6i mit wui,” James lﬁmbﬁm, dua vao xe.

“Xin chao, budi tdi vui vé ¢hir?” Nhin thiy tAm danh thlep trén tay Cleo, ¢6 ta ndi, “Anh dua co ta céi d6 lam gi? Anh lai dang quay 16i ¢d bé t6i nghiép
ndy ding khong? Ha db ndng nic hoi rurou.” Nghiéng dau xem ai dang ngay trong xe, vo clia James 161 voi Cleo, “Xin 16i em nhé, udng vai ly vao 1 anh
ta nghi minh 12 George Clooney... ha, mo day. Pi ndo chang George, tur & vao trong nha va dé co 4y di di.” Vira ddy anh ta v& phia ngdi nha, c6 n6i
thém, “Troi dat oi, lam sao mdt c6 bé xinh nhu vay lai ¢ y dinh gi vdi Ao gia ngdc nghéch nhu anh duge co cha?”

Loang choang di vé phia nha, James Am bam nhu thing bé ngd ngwoc, “Cir phai thir méi biét.”
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“Em wira thiy ho ra ngoai.” Cleo cdi cai khiin hong rre ra khoi ¢d va 6mhon chi gai. “Moi chuyén thé nao?”

Abbie thd dai. D6 1a t6i Chi nhét va Tom vira dua Georgia ra ga; sau khi dén Newcastle thiam ban hai tuan, gid con bé phai vé London, vé can ho &
Paddington, noi con bé song cung .

“Chi nghi moi chuyén I8 ra con t& hon thé.” it nhét ¢6 ¢6 thé n6i that voi Cleo lic nay. “Con bé dang mén. Nhung chi mimg I da két thic.”
“Két thic 42" Cleo nhin ddy nghi ngd. “Chi nghi con bé s& dé chi yén a2

“Hy vong thé.” Kéo tay 40 lén, Abbie bt daflu van nude nong va d6 nude rira bt Fairy vao bon; co da méit bao nhiéu tiéng dong h6 dé chuén bj mén
thit mréng cong phu cho bita t0i, s& tuyét bict bao néu Tom va Georgia bao ¢6 nga hung dé ho rira bat, nhung tat nhién ho khong hé c6 y dinh nhur vay.

Va viée ¢6 hy vong khong c6 nghia diéu wdc ciia ¢ s& thanh hién the.
“Liéu con bé ¢6 ¢ day dip Giang sinh khong?”’

“Chi cting hoi nhur vay, nhung khong sao. N6 s€ di cing me dén B6 Pao Nha. Patty c6 6ng ban trai nira mia song & d6. Ong ta moi ca hai t6i & vai
tudn.” Abbie ndi lanh nhat, “Ong ta ¢6 bé boi cuc I6n.”

“Tot 161, C6 thé con bé da gip Tom rdi, cam giac moi la s& giam di.”

Pay Ia diéu ¢ hy vong. Dit vy ¢6 gi d6 méch bao Abbie ring chuyén d6 s& khong xay ra. Ky céi dia that manh, c6 n6i, “Con em thi sao? Con cudc goi
la nao khong?”

Cleo ring minh. “Khéng, ta on troi dat. C6 & d6 khong phai a vor anh ta.”

“C6 thé chi la cudc goi nham va em dalo ling qua mirc thoi.”” Ngay ca trong lic dau khd, Abbie van cam thiy buon cho emm]nh, con bé chua bao giod
gap may vo6i bon dan ong. Trong subt nhirg ndm mudi chin doi muroi, Cleo da viréng vao rat nhiéu 4 dan 6ng quyen rii na cudi cting hoa ra lai khong
quyen rii nhu bon ho t6 vé. Tir d6, con bé tré nén mét mdi va cuc ky khd tinh, khdng mudn mao hiém dé rdi bi ton thurong mot lan nira. “Chi bao nay,
dé chi mua cho em cai may phét hién n6i ddi dip Giang sinh ny nhé. Rdi lin sau gip ai do, em co thé phong van tra hoi that k§ trude.”

“O, thé mdi tuyét chir nhi?” Mt sang lén, Cleo ndi, “Troi dat, wdc gi em cd mdt cai nhur thé! Cr nghi dén bao nhiéu diéu ta c6 thé phat hién ra, hay
nhing tai hoa c6 thé toi ma xem!”
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Abbie v6i tay Ay cai dia khac. “Nhur Jin em nhuém toc va n6 bién thinh mau tim sang, va em hoi chi xem trong em 6 khing khiép khong chir gi.”
“Em biét chi n6i dbi.”
“Chi chi ¢6 lam em cam thy vui hon thoi.”

“A, nhén tién chuyén n6i ddi, chi biét noi nay nhur thé ndo rdi déy,” Cleo ddi nét myt. “Moi nguoi dang ban tan vé Georgia trong quan ruou tdi qua. Anh
emnha O’Brien diia nhau [ Tom dang lira d6i. Em nghi mdt s6 nguoi khong mudn tin vio viée mang thai ho.”

“Thé d4y.” Abbic da chuan bi tinh thén dén thé r6i, nhung ¢6 van dau dén; diém khong hay khi sdng & mot ngdi ling 1a chuyén ban ra tan vao. Ngay sau
khi nguroi ta nhén ra sy gidng nhau dén ky la giita Tom va Georgia, ho budc phéi dua ra nhiing giai thich cho sur tn tai ctia Georgia rdi ca nhitng cai gat
dau dong tinh.

“Chi dung lo, emmﬁng cho c& hdi mdt tran rdi. Bmnéi chi va Tom I d@i hanh phic nhit ma tit ca moi nguoi tfH]gbiéL va ho ma suy nghi nhu vay thl
that bénh hoan, vi Tom chwra bao gid [am gi sai trdi sau lung chi va anh ay s€ khong bao gio lam vay. Emnoi anh chi ¢6 cudc hén nhan hoan hao nhat.”

Oi troi. “Du sao ciing cam on em.” Cam giéc 61 181 lai t6i; ¢6 ¢b hét stre tap trung vao viée rira bat dia. “Trong quan c6 dong Fim khong?”

“Pong nghit! Ma em cling da n6i chuyén voi anh emnha O’Brien. C6 I& ho ghen ti v6i chi va Tom” Cleo noi. “Ai cling biét vo Barry O’Brien quan hé
lang nhéng vai g tho sira xe lic ndo ciing qua nha chita ‘sira xe”.”

Abbie im ban bot xa phong kén c4i o len ong tho miu xanh énh lira va tiép tuc ky thét manh cdi binh dung nurde x0t da sach. €6 ¢6 the thanh thye voi
Cleo vé nhi€u chuyén nhung ¢ nhitng gi¢i han khong thé virot qua. C6 1a chi 1on, ¢ mot cudc hon nhin hanh phic va 6n dinh, diéu ma Cleo tran trong.

Khong, ¢ khong thé ké cho con bé nghe vé chuyén véi Des Kilgour. Cleo s& bi sdc. Co mdt s6 bi mit ta chi ¢6 thé gitt cho riéng minh.
“Em chura bao gios nghi &én chuyén nay,” Cleo mo mang n6i, “nhung em s& tim trén mang xem.”
“V& chuyén vo ctia Barry O’Brien 4?7

“Khong, thoi ndo.” Mot diéu nita 6 Cleo la kha ning chuy,én tir y nghi ndy sang ngay y nghi khac, nhur con ong trong chai vay. “Em s€ tim xem cong ty
ndo ban cai miy phat hién ndi doi day, roi em s€ thir tra van chinh minh.”

“Cau biét khong, t6 thure khong mudn tr thanh ké phé dém,” Cleo noi, “nhung néu thém mdt ngudi nita hoi t6 theo kiéu dia dua 1 t6 da sin séng cho
Giang sinh hay chura, t¢ s€ phai hét 1én 161 gidm chén r6i dap bo tam giri Ién dau hg.”

“Hay cau hat cho ho nghe ciing dugce. Mot bai thanh ca Gidng sinh,” Ash n6i. “Nhu thé ho & c6 duoc mdt bai hoc nhd doi.”

Cleo cau anh mot cai. Pém nay | dém Giang sinh va ho dang & trong quan, cting ngdi bén nhau trén ghé canh cira sb trong gidng nhur hai than gia dau
kho. “Ma tai sao ai cling phai hoi cau d6 nhi? Chuyén minh da san sang cho Gidng sinh hay chura thi khac gi chir. Hai ting nita da | Giang sinh o1, du
sao thi bay gio cling qua mudn ching lam thém duoc gi nira.”

“Ua.” Ash git dau vé khon ngoan. “Lam chuyén.”

“Cau biét khong, t¢ da hai muroi chin tudi va con dang ngdi ddy voi cau, va to that khong hé twong turong Gidng sinh ndm nay s& hoa ra thé nay.” Cleo
liém ngodn tré va cham cham may mau bim bim vun méin mén con sét lai trong goi.

Ash ubng mdt ngudm bia nhe. “Cau m 6 thiy tht dic biét.”

“Oi cau biét y tQ la gima. Té thue sy nghi nim nay s€ khac biét.” Co thie sy da ngﬁmtlréng tuong canh Will xoe ra hai vé may bay dua co t01 mit noi
nao d6 that quyen ri, cho du chi trong vai ngdy. Hay tuong tirong xem, Gidng sinh ¢ Paris, song thit xa hoa trong khach san George V, tay nam tay
budc di trén bo song Seine trong khi phio hoa tung toe rop troi nhu trong phim Mouline Rouge.

Tuy nhién canh twéng tuong hanh phiic d6 da nd tung khi ¢ phét hién ra Will da c6 vo con.

“Khoe khong hai ban?” Gio cdc 1én kiéu chic mimg - ¢6 vé nhu da udng vai ly 1di - Des Kilgour 4n cn hoi, “Sin sang cho 18 Giang sinh chua?”

OK, Des Ia ong chu cua chi ¢6 nén ¢6 s& khong dung cay tAm giri danh anh ta. C né nu curdi rang 13, Cleo ndi, “Ciing khong hin, nhung ciing cha
sao!”” Ma néu khdng danh dugc thi minh vui cting ho vay, ¢d n6i thém, “Con anh thi sao?”

D6 1 goi y dé Des noi mdt cach vui vé: O, van hdn loan vy thdi, cac ban biét thé ndo rdi ma!
Nhung thay vao d6, anh ta néi, “C6 sin sang ciing ching dé im gi. RSt cude chi c6 t6i & nha mdt minh thoi”
Chéc, cau tra 10i sai roi. Oi chao. “Um.. t6i nghi ¢ 1§ anh thich thé, mdt ngay nghi ngoi luoi biéng...”

“T6i khong nghil toi thich nhur vay.” Des nhin vai. “Nhung moi thir da vy roi.”



“0, thé day "Ng6 ngody vdi gbi bim bim 1ong khong, Cleo thiy that khd so. c6 khong biét Des Kilgour rd Fim, nhung Abbie im viée dudi quyén anh
ta. Anh ta hiin 3 mdt ong sép tot va ciiing i ngudi dé mén...

“Chi gai ¢6 thé nao roi?”
“Chi t61 van khoe, cam on anh.”

Des chim réii gt dau. “Tot... 10t Anh ta dimg ki, ri gio mot tay én chao va n6i, “Haly giri 1oi chiic Gidng sinh vui vé t6i Abbie va..., trm, Tom ho toi.
Tuan sau t6i s€ gap lai cd ay & cho lam. Vay nhé, tam biét.”

“Té biét trong d4u cau dang nghi gl,”” Ash lam bam vao tai c6 khi Des budc ra dau kia quan ruou. “Cau suyt nira d& moi anh ta mai t6i chd chi cu an
trua.”

“Té bidt, t6 biét.” Cleo the ra roi ndi, “T& chi nghi Giéng sinh m ¢6 mbi mdt thén mot minh thi thit khing khiép. Néu phai ¢ mdt minh, t s& mubn ai d6
moi t6 t6i nha.” Nhung ¢d khdng moi Des; Abbie gan day khong 6n va néu dén phit cuoi lai phai dai thém mdt vi khach nita thi chéac chi ay khong vui

dau.

“La 18i ctia bd phim quy quéi d6.” Liic sang nha c6 lic ndy, Ash tim thdy dia DVD trén ban nurde. “To s& khong bao gidr dé cau xem phim Love, actually
lan nita daw.”

“Tin t6 di, t6 chiing bao gis mudn xem lai déu.” C6 dinh xem phim d6 dé théy vui hon. Nhung ctr mbi tin mot két thiic c6 hdu dién ra, sy bt hanh ciia
chinh minh cang lam c6 cam thay kho s& hon. Bdi vi phai noi thang ra Ia, s€ chang the cd mdt ai kieu nhur Hugh Grant hay Colin Firth cho doi dé nhac
bong co 1én. “Ash, néu td khong bao gio gip dugce ai nita trong doi thi sao?”

“Cau s& gap mi. Mot tay xAu sb ndo dé s& t6i. Chuyén d6 cubi ciing ciing s& xay ra thoi.”

“Dung, nhung néu didu d6 khong xay ra thi sao? Néu t6 tro thanh ba ¢ khong chong thi thé nio?””

“Nay, nghi tich cuc di. Néu thé cau s& duoc choang khin len moc,” Ash ndi. “Va deo kinh kep miii khong gong.”

“Céu cling vay, va doi mii no diém diing ten nira. ROi, thé nay nhé. Ching minh c6 thé lam nhr trong phim When Harry met Sally.” Péy cam himg, Cleo
camtay anh. “Chiing ta 13 ban, phai khong. Nén ta s& dinh ra mdt hiép udc! Trong vong murdi nim.. khong, dé nim nim thoi, néu ca hai bon minh déu
khong gap dugc ngudi trong mong, ching ta s& két hon.”

Ash nhan mt. “Ha, voi bét ctr ai a?”

“Khong! Cudi nhau ddy, do do hoia.”

Anh kinh hoang ra mét. “Nhung t¢ dau ¢ thich cau. Khong hé.”

“Pugc rdi, duge rdL.” Thuc su nghe anh ndi vay cling rat dau dén. “Té cling Chéng hé thich cau.”

“Ma cdu con goi td 1 dd do hoi.”

“Té khong hiéu sao nita.”

“VAy m c4u van nghi i minh c6 thé Ay nhau.”

“Tai sao khong chir. Ching phai méo m6 c6 hon khong a? Cau s& that may nin khi iy dugc t6! Con nira, t& khong thich chét gia mot minh,” Cleo ndi,
“trén ghe bap bénh va doi mil no diém dang ten.”

“Thé ciing dugc. Néu lim vay khién cau ngam miéng lai thi minh s& am thé. Trong nim nam téi, néu ca hai déu khong bap vao ai thi ching ta s& két hon.
Cu6i nhaw.”

“Tbt.” Cleo gat dau hai long; OK, it nht bay gidr ¢d ciing c6 mot chd an toan dé phong co. C6 thé s& chéing hé ling man, nhung lai thue t&.
“Va néu d6 khong phai mdi nhir dé thic t& tim ban gai,” Ash ndi, “thi 6 thit khong biét con gi diing hon nita.”
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San bay Bristol tip nap, dong nghit nguoi dén ké di hay nguoi dén dén tién. Cleo kep bang tén dudi canh tay doi phia sau dam dong hon don va quan
sét khi cira mo va hanh khéch ctia chuyén bay vira ha canh d6 don ra.

C6 dang dimg d6 doi mot vi khach bay tir Armsterdam dén, quy ba Cornelia Van Dijk, ¢6 ciing khong biét phai phét m tén ho thé no. Hy vong c0 s&
khong phai lam vdy. C6 s& dua ba ta t6i khach san Hotel du Vin dé ba ta an trura, sau d6 m tai xé cho ba ta t6i bt ctr noi ndo ba ta mudn dén, cho téi
sau gio t61. VA, nhur thurdng 16 khi ¢6 chi biét tén khach hang, ¢6 s& tr tudng twong ra hinh anh ctia ba Van Dijk; ba ta cao, toc bac, khoang sau muroi
tudi, va gy nhur md. Mii ba ta s& dai va nhon; ¢6 thé b ta s& doi mdt cai mii khéc thudng hay tham chi con ¢6 réu ria om chom..

Thoi duoc, c6 thé 1 khong. Nhung c6 giao hoihoa ctia ¢6 ¢ trudng phd thong thure sur yéu thich hoa si Van Dyk, va khi dd c6 mot ¥ twong 4n dinh
trong dau thi that kho dé...

Oi troi dét, nhin xem ai vira di ra tir canh ctra kinh kia!

Cleo cam thiy cu’séc ta van thuong gap khi nhin thiy ai d6 ta khong mong doi. Johnny LaVenture dang mic 4o khoac da 1on mau cat, so mi tri:mg va
quan jean den. Han cling dang day mdt xe chat dong nhiing va li mau xanh dam. Li€c nhin bang gio dén, 6 bict 1a han mdi bay tir New York ve.

Khong can phai cti Xuéng nép; ma cd ty nhan thdy minh dang lam vay. Nhung d4m dong quanh ¢ dang gian dan ra, khong c6 cai cot nao gan day hay
ai d6 cuc ky to béo dé tron dang sau, ma néu han nhin thay minh thi d& sao co chr?

Pang dimg thing ddy, Cleo nhan ra i hin da nhin thdy c6.

N6 nu cuoi, Johnny tién t6i chd ¢d. “Misa, xin 16i cu... Cleo.” Han lic dAu, tur stra minh. “Trong cdu neic déng phuc kia, thit dep va chuyén nghiép.
Cau dén don to vé nha a?”

Hién strc nurée sau cao rau m6i, miii chanh rét hip dan. Mui huwong khéc nhung hianh dong thi vin khiéu khich nhu xua.
“Néu cau dang trong giai doan chuyén gioi thi ding.” C6 cho hén xem tén trén tim bang,

Johnny nhéin nt. “Khong, khong phéi tén t¢. Tiéc qué, ciu phat am tén d6 thé nao?”

“Van Dyke,” Cleo n6i nhanh.

C4u ta hoi nhudng may. “That 42 Cau chiic khong phai Van Deek[1] chir?”

[1] Johnny ¢4 ¥ tréu choc Cleo. Deek phién 4m gidng dick (b phan sinh duc nam).

Quiéi di, hén lai dinh thir ¢6. Lam nhu minh biét Eim 4y. D6i cha @&, Cleo gt gii trude i va li ctia héin va ni, “Ddng hanh Iy nay hin phai mét i tién vi
qua can.”

“Toan d6 quy gid ciia t&.” Hin vO vao cai va li cao nhét.

“Tai sao thé?”

“Céu nghi la tai sa0?” Johnny nhuéng miy day any. “Ravenswood van chra ban duge. Aidoé da doa ngudi duy nhat nudn mua. Ma ngdi nha do khong
phéi loai minh ¢6 thé bo hoang dwgc. Nén t roi New York vé Doi Channings 6. Trong thoi gian t6i ddy.” Han ding lai, thich tht nhén ra khudn nyit kho
s ctia co. “Td biet, do 161 cua cau hét. Nén cau khong theé d6 tdi cho ai ngoai chinh cau ra.”

Oi. Pang doi c6 im. C6 da immdt viée t0i 1€ va bay gidr ¢d s& bi trimg phat vi diéu do.

Khong chan chir chi ra diéu nay, hin tiép tuc, “Ma tay ban trai di c6 gia dinh clia cAu thé ndo rdi? Anh ching Newman trén-ca-tuyét-voi dy?”

D6 ding 1 diic diém ctia Johnny, hin khong thé khong tréu choc ngudi khéc, 1im ho nhé vé nhiing sai pham va sur bt toan ctia chinh minh.

“Tir dém d6 t6i gior t chua gip lai anh ta.” Liéc nhin bang gi> dén, Cleo thiy chuyén bay tir Anrsterdam da ha canh.

“Cau tim dugc anh chang nao khac chua?”’

“Khong, t& khong cin anh chang ndo khéc ca.”

“Khi thé qua.” Han nhénh nhéch cuoi.

Van vé ké ca do. Nhung... mii nrde sau cao rau hén dang xai | gi dy nhi? Lén It ngiri, Cleo hit ha huong thio mdc vi chanh va ¢6 ghi nhé mui 6. Ba
Van Dijk sap ra roi. C6 nhin Johnny r6i n6i, “Céu dang chd ngudi dén don a?”

“Liic ndo cha vay.” Doi mit den ctia hiin 4nh 1én. “Xin 161, Déng, cam on cu. Thé cau c6 thich khong?”

C4 tinh ra vé bi an. H?in ¢0 I& dang sung sung voi cam gidc trén co. Di sao cting hoi kho hiéu [ hdn c6 vé rt vui duoc trd lai séng & Doi Channings
trong khi dang rat nmuon ban ngdi nha. Binh tinh, ¢6 hdi, “T¢ thich cai gi co? O mdt minh 4? Hay doi ngudi ta don? Hay dc sén vdi t6i?”



“Thyc ra thi, mi nwde sau cao ru cua t6 dy,” Johnny chira lai, “khong phai mii t& van ding T thir trong quay mién thué thoi va thiy mii nay ciing
hay.” Han vuron ngudi tdi gin 6, moi ¢d ngiri ¢d. “Do, cau thiy thé nao?”

Lam thé quai ndo ma hén biét c6 nghi ginhi? C6 phai ¢6 vira hit khong khi nhur lon dii dAt tim thirc 3n khong? Khong, chic chin ¢ khong am nhur thé.
Cén than, ¢6 dich Ién trrde mot chit rdi hit vao Jan nita. “Ciing.. dwoc.”

“Duoc 47” Han ¢6 vé thit vong. “Y cau 1 khong tuyét voi, khong khing khiép, chi... chip nhan duoc thoi a?”

Thé nay thi nure cudi qua. “That ra thi rét thom,” Cleo n6i. “La hiéu gi vy?” it nhét ¢6 ciing ¢6 thé biét duoc tén ma khong t6 vé tan tinh ré tién.
Johnny nhan mt. “Quy that. Té cling khong nhé.”

“Thé thi nghi di.”

“Té dang nghil day! C6 t6i hang tram chai. T& chon rét nhidu chai khac nhau mé ngiri... roi miii ndy ¢6 vé hay nén t& xit thir... va gio té ching nhé 1 loai
nao nira.”

“Ngdc qua nhi?”” Thém nhiéu ngudi dang di ra tir cira dén; Cleo tiép tuc quan sat timba Van Dijk.

“Kh6 chiu tht, t6 s& timra cho cau.” Nhin mit [in nita rdi gidt manh ¢b 40, hin mdi co ngwri lai. “Cau khong nhan ra a? Té tudng phu nit 1a chuyén gia
ve nrde cao rau? Bon cdu cd vé hay bict dan dng xtrc loai nao ma.”

“Xin 16i, khong phai phu nit nhu t6.”” C6 mot ba khoang sau chuc tudi, cao cao, miii khodm dang di t6i; ¢6 lién roi khoi Johnny, gio tim bang tén lén to
vé rang r& chao don.

“A, tdt, co day dz0i!” Ba khéch tién toi chd co, va khong phai ln d4u tién, nhimg dy doan cta Cleo déu trat 1at. Khi ba mii i khodm tién ra cira thoét thi
mot ba tron tria day da, toc nu, ngot bén muroi tudi, véi doi mdi mong do thim va caip miit miu khéi, trao cho ¢6 tay cAm ctia chiéc va li banh xe trong
rat dt tién. “Toi ciing dén dzdil”

Diéu ndy chi chimng t6 ring ai m doan hét chuyén trén doi duge. Oi cha, khong sao, ba ta trong ciing vui d4y. Cleo ni giong mirng 13, “Xin chio mimg
61 Bristol, ba Van...?” Pay i cach ¢6 xir Iy nhitng tén khé phat 4m; néu nghi ngd, cir dé khach hang tu n6i tén ho.

“Van Dijk.” D6 14 giong ctia Johnny thém vao, phat 4m thanh Van Dyke. Han né mdt ny cudi tuoi tin. “Hay theo cch toi hay goi, 1 co Cornelia tuyét

VOl
Céi gi day?

“Johnny! Anh chang dep trai, t6i khong biét ciu & ngay sau tim bién!” Thot Ién sung sudng, Comnelia choang tay quanh hin hon cudng nhiét vao ca hai
.

OK, day rd rang khong phai 14 tring hop. Cleo quan st khi ba ta lién tuc lau vét son trén mt Johnny.

Van cudi, hén ndi véi Cornelia, “Trong chi tuyét Bm Con day ¢ phai 1 cai vong moi khong?”” Kim cuong anh 1én khi hiin nang tay ba ta Ién, dira qua
dua lai

“Chi 2 m6n qua Giang sinh nho thdi.” Mit sang 1én, Cornelia th that, “Toi tur ting minh ddy.”

“Néu séng & Ansterdam ma khong lim vay thi thét t6i 161.” Johnny nhin ba ta du yém. “That tuyét khi duoc gip lai chi.”

“Oi cau Johnny yéu quy, that tuyét khi gap lai cau! Toi d6i roi! Ching ta di théi”

Cleo gat dau. “TAt nhién rdi. Toi s& chd ca hai ngudi nhé. Téi khéch san Hotel du Vin?”

“Tuyét qua.” Hudng xe dayra ctra thodt, Johnny néi vé thoai mai, “DAu tién t& dinh thué xe cho Cornelia thoi. T6 dinh bay vé hom qua. Nhung sau d6
t lai 6 cude hen gap nén phai doi chuyén bay ve hom nay... thé nao ma ca hai cing vé mot e chir, nhu mbt phép la. Dusao thi,” hén cuoi tuoi voi
Cleo, “1¢ that tot khi ding dich vu cong ty xe limo ctia cau nhi?”

Hrmm D6 v6i ¢6 thi d6 khong phai vi rong rai ma diing hon ¢ giing hét minh dé tim duoc con moi thoi. Nhung Cleo gt dau cudi rdi nghiém trang
n6i, “Rét tbt. Camon caun.”

Sau khi xép hang hoa gon gh€ sau thing xe - hom nay ¢4 lai chiéc Mercedes miu xanh démhang S - Cleo dua xe ra khoi bii d6 xe nhanh va li vé phia
Bristol, van chua biét Cornelia Van Dijk thuc ra 1a ai.

Negoai trir viée ba ta ddp kim curong khiip nguoi, va so hiru mdt bd ngure khong 16 thach thire trong hre.

“Pugc 1di,” Johnny n6i. “Bon t& s& ngdi ddy khoang hai tiéng, Cau ngdi ngoai ndy doi dwoc khong?”



Ho vira d6 xe bén ngoai khach san Hotel du Vin, hdn va Cornelia vira dt chd an trua.

Cleo gat dau. “Khdng sao. Viée cta t6 1 phai doi ngoai ndy mi.”

“Néu cu thich t6 s& cho ngudi mang ra cho ciu mdt tach ca phé.”

“Cam on cdu, nhung khong can dau.”

Hin chan chir. “Cau doi & ddy nhé.”

Do diéu! “Bimg c6 lo,” Cleo n6i, “t6 khong dinh bo ra cira hing mua sdm rdi virt xe & bai d véi tit ca do dac quy gid ciia ciu trong d6 dau.”
“Dirng lo, cAu ban ctia tdi, t0i chic chin 13 ¢ ta s& giit @ an toan cho caw.” Lic m& toc bdng béy, Cornelia n6i, “Ching ta vao trong nhé, t6i mubn
uong thir gi qua!”

Moi hon ba gio, Johnny quay tro lai ngay.

“Thy chura?” Cleo tréo ra khoi ghé 14i, chi vao céi xe. “Van con ddy. Td chua dua do ciia cau Ién eBay.”

Hén nghiéng dau, “Tuyét lim Comelia dang stra soan mdt chit. Ba 4y quay lai by gior thoi.”

“Bira trua ngon khong?”

“Ngon lim, cam on cau. Thé cau c6 to md vé Cornelia khong?”

Cha céi cau hoi - tit nhién c6 rat to mo. Ca doi c6 lic ndo ciing to mo... ¢d phét dién khi khong biét cau tra 1i cho cac cau hoi,
Cleo noi to, “Khdng, tai sao lai phai to mo?”

“Thé 4, duoc thdi.” Han nhin vai, thoc hai tay vao tii, v d4 méy vién soi trén dudng,

Imlang,

Im lang 1au hon.

Oi dao oi. “Néi di,” Cleo n6i. “Ba ta I ai?”

“M6t khach hang.” Johnny cudi nhe vi ¢6 dau hing som. “Mot nguoi rat giau. Chong ba Ay chét ndmngoéi.”

“Thét 42 C6 bi sdc. “Khing khiép qua.”

“Ciing khong han. Ong dy tam muroi sau tudi roi.”

Eo. Can than khong nhan mét. Cleo nudt nude bot ndi, “Con ba ta bao nhiéu tudi... ?”

“Poan mit so ndo do, rdi nhén d6i 1én.” Hin tra 101 dtia dia. “Ba Ay phau thuat thim my nhidu. Nhung cai ddy khong quan trong Ba a 4y khong phéi ban
géi clia 16, néu d6 14 cai cau dang nghii Nam ngodi, Cornelia mua hai tac phim ctia t6 khi con & New York va ba dy mudn mua thém mdt tic pham
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nua.

Cleo gat dau, boi vi day 1a céch sbng ciia nglrm giau. Trong nganh ma cd blet Nguoi thurong néu mubn mua cho minh céi gi, ho & dat mua trén Internet
hodic ra cira hing gan d6 xem co gi bat miit khong. Con khi ba Van Dijk mudn mua mt birc turgng méi cho phong trung bay, ba ta s& Ién méy bay dén

gip truc tiép nghé s sang tac.

Ba ta t6i dy rdi. Troi dét, ba ta sau muroi tudi that 42 Cudi triu mén voi Johnny khi Cleo mo cénh cira xe, ba ta ding mu ban tay vudt ma Johnny ma n6i,
“Cau trai tré cua t6i, cau thom qua. Mui Acqua di Parma ding khong?”’

Vé mit Johnny thoang nhan ra khi nghe nhéic dén céi tén. “Trong cai hop miu vang sang phai khong? Toi nghi i diing, Chi gioi qua.”
“Hang Colonia Intensa.”” Hit vao that sdu, Cornelia ngin nga, “T6i luén ludn dung, Cary Grant da tirng dimg mii nay. Ca David Niven nita.”
Cleo khong dam nhin Johnny. Troi d4t, Cornelia con gia hon ho nghi.

Lic d6 I nim gio. Sau khi tha Johnny va Comnelia & Ravenswood khoéng mot tiéng trude, lic nay Cleo dang quay lai don Cornelia vé Cheltenham dé
ba ta nghi hai ngay ¢ nha ban cii trudc khi bay vé Ansterdam.

Johnny ra md cira n6i, “Céu chd miy phit nita nhé, duoc khong?”

“Tét nhién roi.” CO burde i lai mdt chit nhung hdn mo rong cira. “Khong phai doi trong xe dau. Vao diy xem phong studio mdi ciia t6 nay.”



Cleo chiu thua tri td md ctia minh. Chura bao gity duoc vao phong am viée ctia mdt nghé si, ¢6 theo Johnny di xuyén qua sanh It gb soi.

“A,” han chita lai, “n6 s&  studio mdi ctia t6 sau khi hoan thanh.”

Hai ngurdi vao phong trung bay, mdt phong c6 trin cao, rong rdi véi cira sb 1t va cira ra vao kiéu Phap mé ra vurdn sau nhd. Do wu tién trong doi
Lawrence LaVenture la ca ké trong quan ruou chir khong phai thiét ké noi thit, trang tri trong nha trong kha nham chan. Gidy dan tuong ke soc da bong
mép, tham hoa viin xoan loan ca 1én va ching c4i ghé banh nao hop nhau. Trén tuwong treo tranh sin ban, gia sach chét cimg ngic, rdi ¢éi ti vi, Cleo nhin
ma phat hoang, dang diit thing bang trén keng mdt birc twong con voi dét sét do cao khoang mit met.

“Té biét.” Quan sat phan tmg ctia ¢d, Johnny ndi khd khdc, “nhung day la kiéu ctia 1?6 t¢. Bén bat dong san quang c4o ngdi nha nhu mot co hdi tuyét
voi cho ngudi mua trang tri theo ding phong cach ctia chinh minh. Y 13 ca ngdi nha can phai stra lai.”

“Té thich con voi!” Cleo tién lai gin, bt ngd bi mé hozic. Mt con voi anh 1én vé ky la, tinh quéi.

“Bd t6 ciing thich. Pay 1 tac phim dau tién t& im ma bd t6 thure sur thich.”

C6 nhin con voi lan nira. “Cau am con voi nay 4?”

Hién gat dau. “Lic d6 t6 murdi sau tubi.”

Tir hdi ho con fa keé this ctia nhau. Nhung ngay tir e d6 hdn da I mot tai ning thure su.

“Dui sao thi,” Johnny ndi, “bay gio t da quay vé day r6i, chd nay s& phéi thay d6i mdt chit. Va can phong nay s& thanh noi im viéc hoan hao.”

Cleo ¢6 thé thay twong lai nhur viy. C6 di ra phia céi ban an bit giac, bén trén phi mdt to gidy v& qua kho ddy hinh phac théo. Khi ¢d nhin hinh nhing
con ngyra v& bang than chi dang an c6 ngoai dong thi Cornelia lao vao trong phong n6i, “Xong roi, t6i san sang di roi! A, c6 dang ngudng mj miy con
ngya dep d& cua ti phai khong? Johnny & lam cho t0i. Cau ta thit tuyét voi, phai khong? Toi may mén ghé. Camon, camon,” b ta kéu Ién khi Johnny
gitip ba mic 4o khoac nhung dai vo. “Rdi, xong ca rdi, t6i ¢ tit ca roi. Ching ta di nhé?”

Ban dang doc truyén Minh Thur Yéu Nhé, Cleo? dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 16

Tim Cleo bt du loan nhip. “Khong.”

“Chéc khong?”

Tho di, tho déu ndo. “Lam sao t6i biét dugc?”

“T6i chi doan 1 chi biét roi.”” Fia nhin vai. “Chi da ngoai tinh voi chong t6i, diing khong?”

Quy than oi. Tay Cleo vut gio n che miéng. Ngdi sup xudng ghé, ¢6 néi, “Da timg. La thi qua khir. T6i khong biét anh ta da ¢ vo, t6i thé.”
“Lamsao chi phat hién ra?”

“T6i thay anh ta di vdi c6 va bon tré. Lic dang xép hang bén ngoai khu viron rom dé chos gip ong gia Noel.” Thiy that kho chiu, Cleo noi, “Ngay sau
khi phat hién ra, t61 d& cham dut moi chuyén. Toi chia tay anh ta ngay t0i hom dé.”

Fia nghf lai mdt lic, sau d6 gat dau nhin vai. “Will n6i dbi rat tai tinh. DO uon a modt trong nhitng biét tai clia anh ta.”
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Cleo van cam thiy kho tin khi ca hai dang ndi ti chuyén ndy. “Toi thiy that khing khiép. Trong anh ta v6i 6 rét hanh phic.”

“Lic d6 t6i cling nghi nhur vay.”

“C6 phai tudn trude cd goi dién cho t6i khong?”

Lai gt dau. “Toi Iy duge mdt ban héa don dién thoai di dong clia anh ta. SO cia chi hién Ién nhiu an. Tt nhién, ¢6 thé B chuyén hoan toan trong sang,
chi 1 cong viée thoi” Co ta nhéch meép va ubng mdt ngum tra. “R6i 61 goi cho chi va giong chi nghe ¢6 vé nhur dang mic 161 va lo ling... ic d6 t6i biet
chic 14 khong lién quan gi dén cong viéc.”

“Co lam t6i s¢ chét khiép. Toi khong mudn bj 16i kéo vao cai gi ca. Toi khong hé mubn ¢6 phat hién ra.” Trong hai ngudi, Cleo nhén ra c6 moi I ke thiy
chuyén nay giong nhu mdt thtr thach. Mon banh nho khd phét bo ngay trude mit ¢d da ngudi di va co con cam thay khong thé an noi nita, chuyén nay
chua bao gio xay ra trude day.

“O, t6i nghi diéu nay khong dang ngac nhién dén thé.” Nhanh chéng an hét phén banh ctia minh, Fia Bic dau néi, “Nam ngodi anh ta ciing nhu vay.”
“Thata?”

“V6i mdt con bé cing lam. Khi ti nghe n6i dén chuyén do, anh ta da van xin t6i tha thir. Quy dudi chan t6i dé xin.” Méi ¢b ta hoi cong 1én khi nhé lai.
“Va anh ta thé khong bao gi¢ lam chuyén d6 nira. Toi thit ngu ngdc vi da tin anh ta. Quyet dinh cho anh ta mdt co hi.”

Vi loi ich ctia may dira tré. Cam giéc t0i 1i trong long Cleo lai trio 1én, theo sau i ni tire gian; sur ich ky ctia Will d pha hoai chinh gia dinh anh ta, de
doa lam hong cudc doi con anh ta.

C6 khong muén hoi, nhung c6 thiy bude phai lim vAy. “Thé con bay gi thi sao?”

“Oi ddo, anh ta da pha v& hét rdi ding khong? Toi dau phéi i cai tham chiti chén,” Fia ndi. “Con anh ta s& ching bao gios thay d6i. Nén moi chuyén da
két thic rdi”

“Oi troi dét, t6i xin 161.”

“Chi khong biét gi ca. D sao thi ti chic minh s& vrot qua diroc chuyén nay. Will thich khoe m& vor chdng hanh phiic trude mit moi nguo, nhung két
hon véi anh ta khong phai lic ndo cling vui vé.” Co ta nhin céi banh trén dia ma Cleo chura hé dong tdi. “Chi c6 dinh an cai banh d6 khong, hay dé t6i an
nhé?”

Cleo day cai dia ngang qua ban. Nhimng dira tré tdi nghiép, im sao ching chiu dugc khi cha me ching ly di dy? “Thé tai sao hém nay ¢6 lai t6i day?”

“T6i chi mudn nhin thiy chi. P xem trong chi thé ndo. T6i con khong dinh n6i gi voi chi co.” Nhiin nho, Fia ndi, “Céi xe bj hong khong nim trong ké
hoach cua t61.”

“Vay lim sao ¢6 biét toi song & day?”

“A, c4i d6 c6 hoi bit hop phap.” Fia nhan mat. “Chi dung cing mang dién thoai véi Will. Va t6i tinh ¢ ¢6 ngudi ban ¢ anh trai lam trong cong ty dién
thoai d6. Chinh anh ta I3 nguoi in cho t6i ban ké khai so dién thoai giao dich cua Will. Nhung khong sao, anh ta da bat toi hita s& khong dot nha chi.”

Hai muoi phiit sau, Cleo nhin ra ngoai cira s6 phong khéch thy tuyét van roi day hat.

“Nghe ndy, t6i khong thé dén chd lam mudn. T6i s& phai roi day som.”

Fia m& dién thoai ra goi ctru hd lan nita. C9 ta nhiu may, nghe dién thoai. “Bao lau nita?”

OK, chuyén nay s& hoi ky quic déy. Cleo khong biét minh nén lam gi ic ndy.

“Hai tiéng nita.” Dap méy, Fia n6i v6i giong mia mai néing né. “Ro rang 1 tuyét phi day nén ho khong di dau duoc.”

“Vay thi...”

“Khong sao déu, toi biét ma. Toi s& doi ngodi xe.”

Chét tiét tht. Cleo giing x&; tong co ta ra khoi nha s& lim c6 cam thiy con xiu hd hon. Nhung lim sao ¢6 ¢6 thé bo nha diy trong khi c6 mot nguoi
hqa‘m toan xa ]a dang & trong d6? Ngoai trir viéc Fja con tgf: hon ca mdt ngudi hoan toan xa ’la; ¢0 ta 1a ngudi vo bi Will hanh ha vé mit tinh cadm va bi ira
doi. Ai ma biet dugc liéu co ta co phat dién n, cat vun hét quan 4o ctia ¢6 ra, va dap vo tat ca nhitng gi ¢6 ta dap duogc?

Cleo chin ctr, van diy cam giac ti 1bi. Mt khac thi, minh dung a da c6 quan hé tinh cam vé6i chong c6 ta.

Con nita, hai tiéng dong hd ngdi trong xe thi ¢6 ta s& lanh cong dén chét mit.



“Cho da.” Nhac dién thoai, c6 bdmnit goi nhanh cho Ash. “Xin cho, I t& day, cu dang lim gi thé?”
“Khong ¢6 gi nhiéu im. Chi ti tim t6 trén Google thdi, xem t& ndi tiéng thé ndo. Cau biét khong, 16 khong tin ndi minh drge yéu mén nhurong y, ho...”
“Sang bén ndy di,” Cleo ngit 1i. “T6 mubn cau gitip chuyén nay.”

C6 mo cura cho anh hai muroi gidy sau d6. Ash mic 4o keé ca 6 rach rudi bén ngoai o phong bac phéch c6 in hinh Siéu nhan, dimg tao dang n6i, “Thiéu
nit gip nan u? To6i san sang ctiru gitip. Chuyén gi vy, dinh dang dén dién a? Hay lai m0t cai ndp hop mirt nita cdu khdng md ra dugc?”

“T¢ phéi di |am lai by gios ddy. Cau trong gitp t¢ mdt ngudi duge khong? Xe ¢b dy b chét miy.” Cleo chi vao chiéc Fiesta d6 chung chiéng ngodi cong
“Chi ngdi voi ¢d Ay cho t6i khi ciru ho dén thoi.”

“OK, khéng sao. T& ngiri thiy miii banh nho mrdng ding khong?”” Vira ngiri vira di qua ¢d, Ash di thing vao phong khach rdi ding khung ngay lai. <O,
chao ¢d.” Anh nhin Fia cham chi va 1p tirc d6 lung cé nguoi En.

C6 ta ciing td md nhin lai anh, nhin md toc bui xi, kn da 15m ddm va mé quan o nhau nhi. “Chao anh.”

“Fia, day Ia Ash ban t6i.” Cleo khong co thoi gian choi trd bao mau; néu anh ¢6 xéu hd thi 12 18i ciia anh thoi. “Ash, ddy 14 Fia.” Sau khi nhanh chéng giéi
thi¢u hai ngudi, c6 vo cai tui va chia khoa. “Con toi phai di day.” Co vay tay chao Fia. “Hy vong xe ¢6 s€ dugc sira sém. Va chiic may nin, c6 bict
day, voi... may chuyén kia.”

“Camon.” Fia gat diu cudi. “Tam biét.”

Ctra trudc dong sim sau lung Cleo va Ash thy tay minh 4m am. Thé nay ddy, cau chuyén cude doi anh. Nhin bé ngoai thi ai ciing nghi anh tur tin va vui
ve. Va thong thuong thi ho ding; anh ¢6 tr tin va vui ve. Cho t6i khi dimg truée mot ¢6 gi lim anh mé mian thi toan bg cé tinh cta anh teo top lai kho
quat nhu mdt qua nho.

Anh d3 quen v6i chuyén nay. NO da xayra hang namtrm 11 Néu ]a ngum My thi chic chin téi e nay anh da mét khong biét bao nhiéu thoi gian va tién
bac di khambéc sitimy, dé ngd ra mit cach dat do rang anh c6 vin d& véi viée tir quy trong ban than. Thue sur thi anh biét diéu nay nén tha tiéu s6
tién d6 vao xe tbe do cao, di nghi trurot tuyét va ca miy mon do dién tir cong nghé cao con hon.

Fia trom quan sat anh. C6 mic 40 len tron ¢ tim miu den tuyén véi quan jean xdm b trong bdt. Mai toc bong murot miu ndu hat dé droc bude lai kiéu
dudi ngyra va c6 cd doi tai rat dep.

Thé mi anh khong thé nghi ra mdt cAu ndo dé ndi voi co. OK, vay thi ¢d s& bat dau nghi anh a mdt thang trf 6¢ chim phét trién, nhung anh chéing lim gi
duogc. Troi dat, co ta dep ky diéu.

N6i gi di, thing dan.
Ash hiing giong. “MAy chuyén kia 14 sao?”
Cb ta c6 vé ngac nhién. “Xin 16i, anh bao sa0?”’

Chinh I thé nay ddy, Jan ndo ciing vay. Anh nhin ra ngoai ctra s6, cu cho xe ctru ho dang dd bén ngoai. “Cleo n6i ki chic may niin véi méy chuyén
kja.9’

“A, chuyén d6.” Fia git dau. “Chi dy di lai v6i gi dan ong tén 1a Will Newman. Anh giip anh ta chura?”

Chop nit that nhanh, Ash n6i, “Chua.” Gidi oi, chuyén gi dang xay ra day?

C6 ta nhin anh. “Khéng sao dau. Anh ¢ thé ndi rdi ma.”

Thiy chura? Anh con n¥t ca kha nang ndi ddi. Thudng thi anh c6 kha nang n6i dbi tam qudc t&. Nhin vai, anh néi. “R6i.”

“Thé thi, t6i a vo anh ta,” Fia n6i.

“Chét tiét.”

“Anh ta ding B nhur vty d6.” Céi cuoi nhéch mép im ¢ ta con quyén rii hon. Ash thiy hudi minh cang cimg lai. C6 & ¢6 ta dang ngh anh xéu dén thé
nao. Khi con nho, bon con gi xinh thurong no6i thang vao mit anh I anh xau trai. Bon ching s& khiic khich v6i nhau va phat ra tiéng buon non khi nghi
dén viéc phai hon cdu Ash béo. Thé nén di€u do ciing tot 6 mot diemy; it nhat by gio bon ho ciing da du lon dé co the gitr duoc suy nghi ctia minh trong
dau khi dang ¢ nhiing cho anh c6 thé nghe thay dugc.

Cho di anh biét chéc chiin ho dang nghi nhur vay.

Su im Iing kho xur tiép tuc kéo dai. Ash nhin tay minh, 101 lai kiém tra xem c6 d4u hiéu ndo clia xe ciru hd khong, “Tra nhé?”” Anh éni

Fia nhin ling ting, “Xin 16?”



“Mot cde tra nhé?”

122

“A, ra vay!” Trong c6 nhe nhdm hin di gidng nhur ngurdi ta hidu ra dwoc mdt ngwdi nude ngoai loan tri dang c¢d ndi gl “Cam on anh, t6i vira ubng roi.”

“OK.” Nbi so' héi Ion nhét |1 mot ngay ndo d6 chuyén nay s& xay ra khi anh dang phai ndi true tiép trén song phat thanh; c6 gi ma anh thdm yéu & vao
phong thu trong khi anh dang ba hoa mdt trong nhitng mau chuyén hai hude cta minh, r6i thinh gia s& nghe tiéng anh dtmg bat va anh tré thanh thang kho
lap bap ting tieng mot.

“Anh c¢6 6n khong?” Fia do du hoi.

Sy nhyc nhé duwra anh vao thé phong this. “Toi khong sao. Chi ... o... dimg lo.”” Diéu khién ti vi dang it théng bang trén tay cAm sofa. Nhe nhom ndm
lay 16, Ash n6i, “Minh xem ti vi nhé?””

Cleo dd Xe ngay bén ngoai nha va trén mét khong tin ndi khi chiéc Fiesta xanh phu day tuyet van con dang d6 ngoai cong. Piéu ndy that mrc cuoi; da
tam i t6i rdi. Lam sao ma vo Will vin con & day? Dang ra ¢6 ta phai di dwoc méy tiéng rdi chir?

Quan trong 14 ¢6 ta dang & dau? Vi ca nha ¢6 va nha Ash déu tdi den.

Oi chao, mdt cau hdi ngu ngde.

“Bon minh dang & ngoai quéan ruou.” Ash phai n6i to 1én dé dau bén kia nghe thiy. “Qua day khong?”
“Thé xe ciru hd khong téi 42 Cleo gian gitt.

“A ¢6, ho ¢6 dén. Ho da stra cai xe 1oL Ash noi.

“Oi troi a! Thé tai sao Fia van con d6?”

Giong cAu phang phét vé lo Fing ma ¢6 khong nhén ra dugc. “Té nghii ¢6 4y khong mubn vé nha.”
Ban dang doc truyén Minh Thur Yéu Nhé, Cleo? dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 17

Cleo bo b ddng phyc ra va mic 4o ni ¢6 mii voi quin hop vao sau d6 bang qua bai ¢d. Khi bude ran rat qua I6p tuyét dén quén ruou séng dnh dén, co
nghe hang loat nhiing tiéng chiic mirng va huyt sdo tir bén trong quén, roi ai d6 nghe khong giong Elvis Presley lam bat dau hat bai “Hound Dog”.

Neghe nhur ho dang c6 budi karaoke ngau himg,

Hoi nong va tiéng 6n don chao 6 khi c6 mo canh cira. C6 da doan ding nguoi dang hat. Frank, chi quan Hollybush va 1a fan trung thanh ctia Elvis,
dang vira 6mmic vira kic hong. Khan gia cta 6ng dang vo tay ho het ¢6 vil. Ash ngdi mit cho an toan quan sat nhiing gi dang dien ra. Cach d6 khong
xa Fia dang nhiét tinh vO tay. Va bén canh ¢ ta, dang cam mdt coc Guinness va nhe rang cudi khi thay Frank day hong hoi qua da, 1a Johnny
LaVenture.

“Chuyén gi dang xay ra ddy?” Cleo t6i gan huych Ash mdt cti dé budc toi.

“T6 lam sao biét duge phai hm gi Vo1 co ay.” Trong Ash cling ching thich tht gi. “Bon t¢ ngdi xem ti vi hing tiéng dong hd. Sau d6 lic nam gior co dy
thiy anh dén & bén ngoai ndy na van chura thiy béng dang xe ciru hd dau, nén t6 nghi sao lai khong qua day chir, ciing la mt cach giét thoi gian ma. RAi
khi bon t& vira toi ddy thi Johnny va d6i th ctia anh ta cling téi.” C4u ta n6i lanh nhat, “Ngay sau d6 ¢6 4y vui hin 1én.”

“Nhung cudi cling xe ctru hd ciing dén chu?”

Ash gat dau. “Ho ¢6 dén. Va sau nam phiit xe lai di dugc binh thuong. Nhung rdi Johnny thuyét phuc ¢6 4y & lai udng thém mdt ly nita... rdi ly nira... va
¢ ay van con ¢ day suot tir e do.”

“Oi troi dat.” Cleo rén ri nhin sang phia vi khach khong mong doi. “C5 ta say bét nhé rdi dung khong?”
“Chura, nhung ctr cho xem.”

Pht huy hoang cta Frank da két thic va ong dang don nhan nhitng tiéng vd tay ma khong hé thiy xau hd. Nghiéng ngudi qua thi thim vao tai Johmny,
Fia nhe nhang niim tay hin.
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“Cb ta ni gi v& Will?”
“Khong nhidu im.” Ash nhin vai. “Hén ta i thing déu, chuyén da két thiic, c6 4y s& rdi bo hdn. Chi vy thoi.”

Mot lan nita, Cleo cam thiy minh phai linh mot trdch nhiém khong dang c6. “Toi nghiép méy dira tré.” Co ngin ngai, “Oi troi it t6i v, gidr ¢b ta con
mudn hat...”

Mt tiéng 6 that Ion khi Fia thé chd ctia Frank trén san dién nho xiu. C6 thé 1 ban ning, nhung Cleo ngay 1ap tre doan déy la JAn dAu tién c6 ta tiép can

voi dan may karaoke. Tam ly c4i mic v pha hong ming nhi moi ngudi voi giong the the, Fia thong bao, “Chong ti Iira ddi t6i va tir hém nay, hon nhan
cua t0i s& ket thic. Nhung cac ban biét khong? Cudc doi van tiép tuc va anh ta s& 1 ngudi bi bé quén. Boi vi ti ¢6 thé hira véi cac ban mot dicu. Toil...
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$E83... s00ng... s666t!
Thém rét nhidu ﬁér}g chiic mimg & quay ruou khi ban nhac “T will sm*vive[l]”bét hu cua Gloria Gaynor tran ngdp trong quan. Giong hat cua Fia con t¢
hon giong Frank rat nhieu, nhung k¥ ning thanh nhac thi€u hut d6 dugc bu dap bang sy nhiét tinh liéu finh dugc ho trg thém boi hoi rugu. Pam tho son
va tho trang tri ctia Johnny cting tham gia hat doan di¢p khiic, moi ngudi cting vo tay va gidm chan, con Fia tiép tuc hat hét minh.

[1] Toi & sdng sot.

Cudi cling, bai hét ciing hét. Sau khi nhn trang v3 tay, c6 ta nhay xudng quay vé chd Johnny dang giir 36 udng cho ¢6 ta. Cleo quan sat héin quang tay
qua vai Fia siet nhe theo kiéu chic mirng ¢6 da lam dugc dieu do.

“Dugc 1di, t¢ di day.” Udng hét do udng ctia minh, Ash ndi, “Té dé ¢6 Ay lai cho cau nhé. Chiic may nin.”
Mot Iic sau, thz'iy Cleo, Fia tién toi
“Xin chao! Chi thiy t6i trén d6 chir? Toi chua bao gids hat karaoke trong doi ca!l”

Va néu 6 ta biét giong minh nghe thé ndo, thi c6 ta s& khong bao gitr im lai nita. Nhung noi thé thi xAu tinh qud, v ciing chéing quan trong - chinh hanh
dong 1én d6 hat moi dang ndi - nén Cleo cat tieng, “Co that... kho tudng trgng,” Boi vi 16 rang ¢6 ta da nhu viy ma.

Johnny nhap hoi, n6i vé thoai méi, “C6 4y hat rét tdt phai khong?”

“Diing vy. Rét diing cam. Thé ... Cleo rang 1& quay lai phia Fia. “Xe ciia ¢6 stra xong roil”

“Diing vy, cAu stra xe rét tt bung. Cu ta khong ngimg xin 161 vi bt ti phéi chos lu, nhung t0i noi véi ciu ta | khong sao. Néu ciu ta dén sm hon hai
tiéng thi t6i d4 14i ngay vé nha. Bon t6i da khong qua quan rugu nay.” Fia van birng bung sau no hyc trd thanh ca sivira roi. “Va toi da khong thé gap
nhitng nguodi tuyét voi nay!”

Cha cﬁr} 16i cting biét cai ngudi tuyét voi ma ¢6 ta vui mirng duge gap 4 ai. Thuc ra thi, ching phai bét cir ai vira d6 v chuyén hon nhan déu phai cam
thay kho s¢ it nhat | trong sdu thang dau sao? Fia c6 vé qua cang thang khi phai kh6 s¢ qud sau tieng. Ma con hai dira tré vo t0i kia nita... dangra c0 ta
phai & nha do danh ching, nhe nhang chuan bi cho chiing d6i mat véi su thay d6i dot ngdt sap tdi trong cude doi ching chir?

‘M0t ly nita nhé?”” Johnny héi.

“Oi, dé t6i mdi moi ngudi ting nay!”

“Tuyét déi khong duoc.” Hin v6i cai cde da can cta Fia. “Dé t6i moi. Cleo, cau uéng g’

“Thie ra thi d tam rudi réi.”” Cleo nhin ddng hd, chic chin dén gior vo ctia Will phéi rdi di rdi. “Cé khong dinh vé nha 427

Fia nhin c6 simg sot. “Nha 42 Ychllanha ctia Will 4? Toi khong nghi thé dau.” Lay dién thoai ra, ¢6 nhin vao min hinh ndi diy thoa méin, “Bay tin nhin
tir anh ta cho dén phit ndy. Ha, t5t thoi. D¢ anh ta don toi dang & d4u xem thé nao.”

C6 ta ¢6 n6i that khong day? “Thé con bon tré thi sao?”

Ling ting, Fia n6i, “Chiing thi sao?”’

OK, ¢0 ta thuc su khong c6 tinh nguoi.

Cleo n6i thing, “Bon tré khong mong c¢6 vé nha 4?”

“0, tot qué4, cam on anh nhiéu!” Fia cudi voi Johnny va cam ly céi ly tran bot trurde khi chuyén sw chii y vé phia Cleo. “Khong, vi bon tré khong & d6.”
“Nhung ciing dén lic ¢6 van phai lai xe vé chir. D6 ¢6 phai a mrde ubng c6 ga khong?” Cleo 4m chi ly nurée giéng nhu Coca.

“Phin 16n 14 thé.” VAn cudi, Fia néi. “Phin con lai 1 Barcadi.”



“Thé ai s& trong coi bon tré?” Cleo khong khoi to mod; ¢d can phai biét.

Fia nhin ¢6 la king, “T4t nhién 1 me bon tré. Will chi thim ching hai tudn mdt 1in vao cudi tuln thoi”

066, cubi cing ciing 16 dAu cua tai nheo.

“Y ¢6 1a.... bon tré khong phéi con ¢6 4?”

“Troi dét, khong! Chj thc sw nghi bon chiing Ja con t0i 4?” Lic dau lia lia, Fia cuoi 16n. “Khong, khong, khong, bon tré 1 clia ngwoi vo dau. Y i l,
hai dira rat dang yéu va t6i rat hop voi ching, nhung ching khong phai con t6i. Hai dira song voi me va dwong ¢ Birmingham. Toi moi gip Will ba ndm
trude va lac d6 anh ta d3 ly diroi”

Troi dét, dat nude ndy day riy nhimg vor cia Will. Trén san khu, mdt trong nhitng tay tho'son dang hét bai “Do Ya Think I'm Sexy{1]?” M&i ln anh ta
hat Ién cau héi do, dong nghiép cuia anh ta dong thanh hét Ién, “Khooodng!”

[1] Ban c6 thiy t6i hip dan khong,
“Xin 161, ti tudng d6 1a con ctia co,” Cleo noi.

“T6i da ngac nhién khi thiy minh bi tra hoi. Dit sao thi moi chuyén ciing d 15.” Xua tay bo qua chuyén d6, Fia noi, “Nhung chi ndi ding, t6i khong thé
14 xe vé thé ny. Nhin nay, do 16i ctia chi nén t6i méi dén day, vay t6i nay t6i ngli & nha chi dugc khong?”

Lai mdt an hué nita 42 Thuc sy thi, ¢6 chura lim d hay sao? Cleo ngip ngimg, Trong khi ¢6 dang quanh co, Johnny dira ¢6 mit cdc nrou vang tring,
“Di ma. Toi s& khong giy phicn ha gi dau,” Fia doi thém. “Toi hira ma.”

“Um C6 diéu 14 t6i chura chudn bi girong cho khéch... va sang mai t6i s& phai di im rat, rat s6m..”

“DO YA THINK I'M SEXY?”

“KHOOONG!!!”

“Chi khong phai lo chuyén giudng chiéy, t6i c6 thé ngu trén sofa duroc mi.”

‘0..”

“Thé ndy nhé,” Johnny ndi. “C6 c6 thé ngit & nha to1.”

Cleo thiy it Fia sang 1én va bung ¢6 ta c6 gi d6 thit lai. Khong, khong, d6 khong phai cau tra 101 ding

“Théat khong? Troi oi, cam on anh!”

Nhanh chong thay d6i quyét dinh, Cleo n6i, “Nghe nay, khong sao dau, t6i c6 thé chuan bi giwdng, Tét nhién c6 6 thé vé nha t6i.”

“Nhung chi phai ddy rat 1 som.” R rang qué sung sudng véi Loi Moi Hay Ho Hon Nhiéu ctia Johnny, Fia vung vé gia v cam kich 101 moi ctia Cleo.
“Ma chi da giip 61 qua nhiéu roi.”

“Nhung ¢6 khong thé ¢ nha Johnny dugc...” D6 khong phai 16i ctia Fia; ¢6 ta khong biét Johnny 1a ngudi thé nao. Cleo ¢b hét strc dé kin déo ra higu
bang mat cho ¢6 ta hiéu minh s€ roi vao thé ngan cén treo soi toc.

“Nay, khong sao dau. Té dau phai tén giét ngurdi hang loat.” Xen vao giita cai nhin 4n ¥ ctia ¢6, Johnny n6i dia, “T6 hira i ¢6 4y s& dugc an toan.”
“Anh thét tt qua. Ma anh s& khong nhén ra t6i dang 6 trong nha d4u.” Fia hira. “Chi can cho toi cai chén rdi t6i s& ngi trén sofa.”

“Khong can dau. Con nhiéu phong tréng m”

“Con nhidu 4?” Fia khuic khich. “Anh séng & dau thé, biét thr a2

Ban dang doc truyén Minh Thur Yéu Nhé, Cleo? dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.

Chuong 18


http://ebookfull.net

Frank chil quan ruou wira dura tién thira cho Johnny vira ndi, “Nha to nhat ling dy ¢6 bé. Cung dién Buckingham ciing chi dén vay thoi.”

Fia nhin lai lAn nita vé kinh ngac. C6 ta quay sang Johnny, van dang méic 4o ni dinh ddy son va quén jean rach. “Ong 4y n6i that 4? Nhung... xin 16i, anh
1a tho quét voi va trang tri a2

Cleo nhuéng may [am mot top ruou.
“P6 I3 nha cta cha t6i. Ong 4y chét trudc Gidng sinh va toi vira chuyén vé. Toi da cd ban n6,” Johnny n6i tinh bo. “Nhung chwra may mén m.”
“0, ra viy.” Fia git dau nhung tong van stmg st.

Johnny chi d6i tho dang dtmg tim tym quanh sin khAu, van dang ngit 16i cu dong nghiép thiéu hip dan. “Thé nén ching t6i mdi phai sira sang lai nha.
Nhung cong viéc ctia t6i khong phai la trang tri nha.”

Trén nhain lai, Fia n6i, “Nhung ti hoi Ash. Anh ta bao t6i anh I tho son.”

“T6i c6 son.” Johnny git dau dong tinh “Nhung thong thudng i son trén vai v&, chir khong phéi trén tuong,”

“C6 nghiia anh 14 hoa sia? O, cha, tuyét qua!” C6 ta nhin hdn ctr nhu hén vira moc canh thién thin vdy. “Anh thurong v& thé loai gi?”
“A, di loai.” T6 vé khiém ton rit hop tinh hop canh, Johnny n6i, “Nhung bay gior toi chii yéu lam diéu khéc day.”

“Y anh ... dung tuong bang day thép 42 Oi troi o, Fia hit manh, dan dn nhén ra. “Dlmg n6i anh ki nguoi dung méy birc twong cuc Ion ddy nhé... anh
khong phai la Johnny LaVenture...?”

Cleo khong tin ndi i Fia con biét ca cac tac phédm ciia hdn, chura ké con nim 16 tén tudi. Han dau c6 ndi tiéng nhur hoa si Damien Hirst hay Bansky ch.
“Thét 4n twong” Johnny cudi nhe. “Phdng mili quéa.”
“Anh dua t6i ddy a? Toi rat thich trong ctia anh!” Fia kéu Ién. “Ching dep tuyét mg.”
Cleo séi ca quai ham vi cudi nhidu qua. Pay 1 vo ciia Will co ma. C6 khong mubn ¢6 ta 6 lai DOi Channings qua Au.
“Cha, hau hinh qua. Thurong thi & ddy it khi ¢ 101 khen im” RS rang dang rat vui, Johnny néi. “Toi mimg vi ¢6 xudt hién & day.”
“Toi cling vay.” Mit sang Ién, Fia rd rang da quyét dinh va mo trong tii léy dién thoai ra. “Puoc rdi, néu anh chic 1 ti ¢6 thé & lai...”

Rod Steward dugc thay thé boi Amy Wine house; Deborah tir sau quiy bar da 1én biéu dién bai “Rehab”, voi ba ngudi thy dang hét va miia nhip nhang
sau lung c0.

“A 16, vang. Toi van khoe. Sao co? A, vi t6i khong mudn vay. Ma 6i ciing cho anh biét Iudn 1 t6i nay t6i khong vé dau.” Pura miy ra xa khoi tai, Fia
161, “Khong phai gao Ién dau. Toi da gip mot ngudi dan 6ng cyc ky dep trai va anh a Ay mdi t6i & lai nha anh Ay tdi nay.” C6 cudi v6i Johnny, thich thi vi
lAn dAu tién duoc ndm quyén chi dong, “Toi ¢6 thé lam bt cir gi t6i mudn. Gidng anh théi. Khong, t6i & dau ¢6 anh huong gi chir, va ciiing chéng lién
quan gi dén anh.”

Cleo quan sat cb ta. Mt Fia sang 15, ¢6 ta da quyét dinh. C6 ta ¢6 hoi choang vang nhung khong say, dugc hd tro bang adrenalin chir khong phai hoi
ruou. Li€u sing mai ¢d ta ¢ thirc ddy ma hoi hin khong?

Sau khi Fia ni xong ¢ dau bén kia, Fia tra 1o, ¢ B vi arh dd ngi v6i ngudi Khic sau hung 61 Thé ¢ nghir | cude hon nhan ctia ching ta da két thc, thé
dAy. Ping, anh da lam vay. Khong, c6 ta khong bao t6i the.” Nhin thay dnh it cva Cleo, ¢6 ta nhdy mt. “Neu anh muon bict thi day, ba thing nay anh
da bi tham tir tw bam dudi 0] vang, t6n nhidu tién Fim nhung anh ta déng gia timg dong mot. Ma i phai di dy. Ngi ngon nhé.” Fia két thiic. “Mai ti s&

AAA

quay vé ltic néo do, rdita ¢6 thé ban chuyén lut sw va nhing thir khac sau. Tam biééét!”

C6 ta lap tirc tit dién thoai, tha vao tiii va tho ra.

Johnny do xét ¢6 ta. “Co khong sao chir?”’

“Chéc vay.” Fia nhin mt kiéu lo sg dén run rdy. “Phi, ai ma biét duogc trong mdt ngly ma bao nhiéu chuyén da xay ra.”

Cleo liéc Johnny. Péy Ia con chua ké mdt dém thi sao day.

“T6i chura 3n cai gl ca.” Giong Fia day ngac nhién. “Tir ic an mAy cai banh nho khd ic nao lic ndo dén gio. Ho ¢6 ban db an trong nay khong?”’
“Khong.” Cleo lic dau.

“Oi, chét tiét, 16i doi qua.” Fia ndi giong hai long. “Va cudc hon nhin cia t6i vira két thic. PO 1 mdt ddu hiéu tt dung khong?”

“Ho ¢6 ban bim bim d4y,” Cleo n6i. “Va lac nira.” C6 ciing doi. Trong tii lanh ¢ nha ¢6 mon xtic xich ham nu sdn cho mdt nguoi n; khong d& gi chia ra



cho hai nguoi d6i, nhung néu c6 khong moi...

“Duge 161, Johnny dira tay n khi Cleo md mdm dinh ni. “Chiing ta udng thém mdt ly nita & ddy nhé, rdi quay vé nha toi. Toi ¢6 thé ndu mon bo bit tét
v6i khoai tay chién hodc com nam, néu khong thi c6 pizza trong ti da nita.” Nghi thém mdt lic, han bo sung, “C6 ca banh qua mim x6i nira.”

Thire tinh, hin nghi minh 1 ai chir? Pau bép Jean-Christophe Novelli 42

“Cha cha!” R& rang dang nghi gidng nhur Cleo va bi 4n tuwong manh, Fia kéu én, “Khong chi la mot nghé sindi tiéng thé giéi, anh con biét néu an nira.”
“Ciing khong han.” Johnny nhin vai. “Khoai tay chién va com nim thi ¢ sin trong ti d4. Nhung t6i ¢6 thé nudéng mot miéng bit tét nac.”

Trong Fia nhr vira duge xem mdt man ao thuat hoanh trang, “Thé 1 qué di d6i voi t6i roi.”

Murdi phiit sau, trén san khiu, vai nguoi moi dén 1én hat bai cta Elton va Kiki, ho hét rét tot bai “Don’t Go Breaking My Heart.” Loi dung lic Johnny
vao phong vé sinh, Cleo tim Fia ra mdt cho.

“Nghe ndy, c6 khong biét gi vé Johnny ca. Toi nghi c6 khong nén v& nha anh ta. C6 ¢6 thé dén nha t6i, khong vén dé gi ca. Roi minh an mén xiic xich
ham!” Xuc xich 1a tir d€ du do, ma chi c6 moi mdt cai, co s€ phdi cat n6 lam doi, thém mdt hop ca chua, va c6 thé con phai cho mét it dau nudng vao dé
mon him du cho hai ngudi an. Cleo cudi lay long, “Thre tinh thi the s€ tot hon day.”

C6 ¢6 thé thiy cac dong suy nghil dan xen trong dau Fia. Hirm, bit tét khoai ty chién so vai xtich xich him. Cin nha nho xiu v6i ca mdt toa biét thy to
twéng, Ban gai cii hoi kho tinh clia chong hay mot nha diéu khic the sy hap dan va gioi tan tinh... Vay thi, chuyén s& tt hon theo cach nao day, noi
chinh xac xem?

Fia tim 101 1§ cho thich hop. Cudi cling, ¢6 ta n6i, “Cam on, nhung t6i d4 ndi 1 t6i s& dén chd anh dy. Bay gios lai n6i khac thi bat lich sy qua.”

Ngac nhién khong?

Mt tdt 1 & chd, ¢6 6 thé an ca céi xtich xich. Cleo gt dau. “Duoc, toi chi n6i thém ki Johnny ciing ¢6 tai tiéng, nén dimg lim gi sau ndy ¢6 phai hdi
han.9’

Fia suy nghi mot chit vé diéu do. Sau do co ta tra 1, “Chi biét khong, t6i khong bao gio nghi 1a t6i s& phai nghe giang dao dtre tir bd nhi ctia chong
dau.”

Thé thi qua déng qué. “Toi dau phai a bd nhi! Toi khong hé biét anh ta da ¢ vo!”

“Ding thé. Thé nén chj ciing khong phéi chuyén gia g, diing khong? Xin 101, t0i khong c6 y bét lich str, nhung chj cling g6p phan lim hong doi toi rdi”
Fia ra hiéu cho ¢6 dung cam thay kho chiu khi ¢6 ta n6i. “Tai sao by gio toi khong tién the lam t6i chir. Boi vi ai ma bict duoc chuyén gi s€ xay ra? Day
cting c6 the 1a s6 phén chir. Toi chi m6i dén day lan dau trong doi. Toi dén dé gap chi, the ma cuoi cing lai duoc gip Johnny. Va anh dy cyc ky tir té va
co V& rat tht...”

Cleo khong biét phai tra 11 thé ndo. C6 ¢6 nén giai thich 1a bon dan 6ng nhu Johnny LaVenture chi cé mdt muyc dich 1 khién ban thy ho tot khong?
“Thyc ra thi toi bt ddu nghi 13, Fia khua mdt ngon tro vé tinh quai, “cé phai 1 chi dang hoi ghen ty vi chi ciing ngAm ngam thich anh 4y khong”

Eo, nghi gi ma ky quiic thé. “Johnny va t6i 1on én trong lang nay. Chiing t6i hoc cting mdt trurong, Toi chéic phai dimg tir trai nghia tir thich v6i hiin 4y.”
Cleo noi.

Cleo ¢ Cladiff vao sau rui sang hém sau. C6 phai d6n mot ba dién vién trung tudi ngay ca dudng cho dén tan Chichester va nho nurde dai wét siing cai
khan Hermes xanh ngoc. Trén ti vi, ba ta [a hién than ctia vé dep huyén do.

V& nha Itc hai gio chleu, Cleo nhlnthay xe cua Fia da khong con d6 niva. Tuyet ciing gan nhu bién mét. Sau d6 ¢6 ¢6 thé dén siéu thi mua dd an - vu
xtic xich hAm rac r6i hom qua 1am ¢6 xau hd - nhung trrde hét co mudn ndm trong bon tim néng that lau.

Nhung viéc d6 hai muroi phit sau ciing bi ngit quang - khodong! - vi ¢6 tiéng chudng cira.

Nhung & di ai d6 ngoai ctra la viée bt kha ciing giéng nhur khong tra 1o dién thoai Ay, nén Cleo danh chui ra khéi bon, niic 4o choang bong triing vio,
va quén c4i khin thm mau cam quanh dAu.

Nguoi ndy phéi déng gip déy nhé. Tt nhét cling phéi | Bwan McGregor, Hugh Jackman thi hoi khé khiin. Bét cir ai d6 khic cling lm c0 thit vong tran
tré.

Tim c6 ching xudng khi d6 ching phai 1 ai trong s6 ho.
N6i thing ra thi ngudi ndy quay lai bic cira nha 6 ciing khong im c6 thiy an i duoc ti nio.

“Chao chi!” Fia vin mic quan 4o tir hém qua, vi 10p trang diém m6i va nu cudi turoi.



“Xin chao!” Cleo tim chit 40 choang quanh minh, run ry khi mot ludng gi6 lanh luén qua doi chan van con uét ciia co.
“Oi xin 101, t6i thdy xe chi da vé&! Chi vira trong phong timra 4?”

Khong, chi dia gion trong c4i bdn rira ngoai bép ma chéing mic gi thoi.

“Khong sao. O... ¢ vao di.” C6 phai vo Will trong phin khéi vi ca dém qua da & trén giwong Johnny?

“Thyc ra thi toi can phéi v&. Bat dau sap xép moi viée v6i Will. Toi chi di qua dé cam on thoi. Vi hom qua... da gilip t6i Xt ly céi xe...” Fia nhin vai noi,
“Pay Ia chua ndi dén chuyén ngoai tinh voi chong t61.”

“T6i da noi roi, t6i khong biét...”

“Khong sao, toi tin chi! Va t6i mirng i chi khong biét!” Fia gt dau lia lia. “Chuyén xay ra nhu vy 1 hay nhat. Toi khong thé m ta hét duoc t6i cam
thay thodi mai thé nao khi wirt bé ganh niang d6 khéi dau dau. Toi thay nhu cudi cung cling da duoc... gii thoat!”

“Pugc. Thé thi tot.” Pém qua da xay ra chuyén gi ddy? Cleo biét c6 khong dugc hoi, nhung nghii co nén doan.

“Thé thoi, t6i chi mudn cam on chi va ban chi... gi d6...”” C6 ta chimo hd theo huréng nha bén canh.

“Plng i

“Cau ta trong d6 do,” Cleo ndi, “cd ¢ mudn ty minh chao khong?”

“A, khong, khong can.” Fia to vé bi 4n. “Anh 4y hoi... la nhi.”

“Khong. Khong la dau.”

“Khong, khong phéi vay! Y 6i ki anh 4y 6 vé it noi.”

“Thong thuong ciu ta khong nhur vay dau. Cau ta | DJ d6.” Cleo thiy can phai bao vé anh.

“Céi gl c0?” Fia vira ndi vira cudi, <Y chi | anh 4y cho chay dan nhac disco & nha vin héa lang iy ha?”

“Cau ta c6 han mot chuong trinh phat thanh ciia riéng minh.”

“Cha, that... tuyét qua!” Nhin nét mat cta Fia I biét co ta nghi d6 1 khoang ba muroi phit trén dai phat thanh cta bénh vién, khoa:mg nira thang modt n.
binh mfy‘miéng giéiqthi’ch thém thi c6 bi ngt lai. “Du sao t6i cling nén di trure khi chi bi dong bang” Vira i khoi 01 di, Fia vira vay tay va noi vui vé,
“Quay vé Bristol d¢€ sap xeép moi viéc!”

“Chuyén voi Will thue sur két thic roi a?”

“Chéic chén két thuc rdi! Chi ¢ thé ]éy lai anh ta néu chi mudn. Khoéng ai can chi dau.”

“Khong, cam on. Poi mdt chit.” Cleo Fip bap. “Hom qua ¢ con dinh i xe di ma khong n6i gi véi t6i. Co con khong biét c6 phai toi di lai voi Will that
khong. Thé ma bay gio ¢ ndng long bo anh ta u?”

“Ding vay! Thé co tuyét khong? Nhung do 1 quyét dinh ding” Fia 4n ban tay va xuong tre. “Nhur hom qua Johnny n6i lic & trong quén ruou, ching ta
chi co mot cudc doi dé song thoi. Tai sao lai phung phind?”

“Phai, nhung...”
“Anh dy n6i Will khong ximg déng voi toi va tot nhét t6i nén tim ai khac x(ng dang v6i minh.”
“A, tr, nhung khi...”

A

“Va anh 4y rét ding!” Lic dau khi ra ngoai cong, Fia bumg kén sur tur tin. “Toi chi can c6 ai d6 noi voi t0i nhur vay. Toi ximg déng duoc nhiéu hon the.
Va 6 ta gio tay Ién vay lin cudi. “Chiic t6i may min di! Tam biét chi!”

Cleo nhin chiéc Fiesta mau xanh bién mét khoi tam mit. Vo ctia Will chic chéin da nga v6i Johnny LaVenture hom qua.
Cha, chuc c6 may miin s& duoc hin goi lai.
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Muoi phu nit, mdt trong sb ho dang t6 chirc mimg sinh nhét ba muroi tui. Mudi qua bong bay hé li méu hong kim loai. Murdi ci mii cao bdi hdng phan
quang lung linh. Tuy nhién, cdu hoi la ¢6 cd theé nhan ra ho trong ddm dong hay khong?

A, nhin kia, dep chura, ho kia! Khi t6i chin duong Cong vién & trung tam Bristol, Cleo di chim lai va dumg xe bén ngoai Hippodrome. Khi ta li mdt ci
xe limo dai mau hong sang thi ngudi khéc s& chiy. Moi nguoi dang vy quanh nhin céi xe. Aido6 c6 thé coi 14 hoi Ioe loet nhung chi dé cho vui vé thoi
ma. Néu do 1 didu khach hang mu6n — va ho tra kha tién dé durgc huon I trong cai xe d6 — thi 6 hai gi dau.

A, ngodi trir tac hai nb c6 thé gy ra cho mang nhi ctia nguoi 1ai xe.

Gng hét strc, Cleo leo ra khdi xe, bira tiéc voi béng bay, mii cao bdi, va nhitmg doi gidy cao got nhon hodt dé ting tién thanh mdt loat nhitng tiéng la hét
the thé. Ve tuoi thi nghe ho giong may dira tré murdi ba hon 1a phy nit ba muroi, nhung d6 1a hiéu img chiéc Chrysler 300C dai mau hong Barbie thudng
tao ra.

“Xin chio cac ¢ gai.” Co mo cira xe dé ho vao. “Moi ngudi déu vui vé chir?”

“Co60!”

“Uidal”

“Oi trdi o, cac ciu nhin nay!”

Tiéng the thé vui mimg tran ngip bén trong chiéc Timo khi ho phét hién ra tham cham p lnh, dén nhip nhay, va nhitng soi ddy sang nhiéu mau, ti vi va
may xem DVD. Ho bu khap céc ghé ngdi nlur nhitng ké ba hoa, ri rit vi nhitng ngdi sao trén tran xe, x6 da va thing dia DVD.

“Pretty Woman!” C6 ¢6 sinh nhat hom nay la én sung suéng, giat Iy cai dia khoi hop nhét vao dau méy.

Thyc tinh, cAn g phai dé nhiéu dia dé ho Iya chon nhi? Lan ndo ciing a Pretty Woman. Néu Cleo dugc chon bd phimndy lam dé tai chinh, thi chéc c6
co thé thang trong chwrong trinh Mastermind cling nén.

“O trdi dét, khong thé tin dwoc.” Mot lic sau, mdt trong miy c4i mil bi nga ra sau va nguoi doi cai mii d6 bt diu cudi. “La cau phai khong? Misa!”
Oi dimg, Tim ching xudng, Cleo bit gip cip miét trang diém ddm ctia ngudi bay gidy 6 méi chay.

Téng ting lop 16p mascara. Phin mét mau vang ng, 1ong mau tia rat k§, son miu be, va vién mdi hoi d4m hon. Mi toc miu vang sang chai nguoc kén,
mong tay cét tia kiéu Phép, vay vang b6 sat, va doi xang dan budc day.

Kiéu toc moi, van kiéu cuoi ta-hon-nguoi nhur xura.

Nghi lai lic chon Iya ai s€ phai lam viéc nay t6i nay ma xem. Shelly da n6i, “Chon di. Bita tiéc sinh nhét ¢ Bristol hay tiéc doc than & Weston?”
Ciing chi vi d4 t6i bira tiéc doc than tuln trude va ciing nén thay doi, Cleo ndi, “OK,, em s& t6i bita tiéc sinh nhét.”

Néu c6 t6i bira tiéc kia thi c6 da ¢ thé tranh cude dbi mit ching hay ho gi ny.

Cb ghi sinh nhat, tén | Jen, t0 vé to md. “Chuyén gi d6? Hai nguoi biét nhau 4?7

“Tir Ju Eim rdi.”” Mandy Ellison tir miin. “Té va ¢6 Ay hoc cing trudng.”

Va chiing t61 ghét nhau.

“Misa, céi tén that la! C6 phai tiéng Tay Ban Nha khong?”

“D6 chi i cach bon t6 goi ¢d 4y thoi,” Mandy n6i. Gio tay va nhai giong Cleo lic mudi im tubi, ¢6 ta hao himg kéu kén, “Me, Sir! Me, Sir!”
Nhitng nguoi khéc d6 gap ngudi xudng cudi. Phai to ra chuyén nghiép, that chuyén nghiép. Khong duoc phan tmg,

“Céu c6 nhé chuyén d6 khong?” Mandy dang Iic himg, “Céu dung 1 dtra mot sach! Bon t6 ctr dia cot vé cau subt.”

Cleo cudi xa xam, nhu thé c6 chéing nhé gi miy vé nhiing ngity dy. “Moi ngudi ngdi thoai mai khong? Tt im. Céc cd thit ddy an toan lai nhé.”

“Roi sau dd, cu trd thanh lai xe. Bao cong an hoc ma thé day!”



OK, ¢6 khong con 1 con mot séch véi Iy do dAu tién 14 vi bi tréu dia qua dang. Hon nita, im tai xé thi c6 gi sai co chtr? Cleo lich sy n6i, “Céc c6 da
san sang di chura?”
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Muc dich chon thué mbt chlec limo mot dém Ia dé gy 4n turong Vo1 cang nhiéu ban bé va ngudi thin cang tot Dleu d6 cd nghia 14 14i xe quanh Bristol véi
cang nhleu tiéng On cang tot, dimg lai & v6 sb cac quan rrou va quay bar, khoe véi moi ngudi 1 ban da t6i, rdi nde can vai ly trude khi quay lai xe di toi
dia chi tiép theo trong danh sach.

May ngudi nay rat am 1 véi mire dé-xi-ben ting Ién sau mdi lan dirng lai. Téi diém thir nm thi tat ca déu bat kham

“Thé Misa ndy, c4u van chura két hon ha?” Ngbi sau Cleo, Mandy kéo céi cira s ngin giita hai nguoi ra.

“Khong, va tén td 1a Cleo.”

“Clee-oh.” Mandy nhin manh dé tréu c6. “Khong c6 con ha? Khong c6 chang trai nao 42 C6 ta doi cho téikhi Cleo gat nhe. “Troi dat, cau khong so
bi ¢ chong a? Té va Gary da cu6i nhau tam nam roi. Shania nam tubi va Brad ba tubi. Gary kiém ca dong tien, nén t& khong phai di lam Ma cu phai
deén xemnha t&. Mot can nha riéng nim phong ngt & Bradley Stoke. Bon t& ¢6 hai cai BMW giong nhau véi bién so dét riéng. On qua phai khong?”’

“Rét t6t.” Ho dang toi dudng Whiteladies, dén quay bar Henry Aftica. Tyr cudi mdt minh, Cleo nhan ra that 16 bich khi Mandy thdy can phai khoe
khoang, ma chic chan trong danh sich nhitng thanh tich c6 ta dat duoc luon phai ¢ bién so xe dat riéng,

‘U, ching t6 rét hanh phiic. Thé cau dang & dau?”

“Pdi Channings.”

“Oi troi! Khong! Van & d6 42 Mandy khanh khéch cuoi nghi vire. “Céu chira bao gior nghi dén viée kiém séng cho ra hon a2

Tai sao, tai sao c6 khong chon bira tiéc doc thin & Weston?

“Tét nhién i khong,” Cleo n6i. “Té thich sdng & ddy.” Va thurdng thi ¢d thich cong viée ciia minh. “OK, dén noi réi. Quén Henry Affica.”

Téinira dém, ho da t6i dugc lang Clifton, duong cong vién, quang truong Berkeley va Waterfront, trude khi quay lai duong Whiteladies voi nhiéu quan
bar nhon nhip. Pay 1 bén d6 cudi cling ti nay va Cleo dang dém ngwroc timg phit mot. Nhitng thanh vién khac trong bita tic thi rét on, nhung Mandy
Ellison ctr 1ai nhai va hé ¢o dip 14 toc mach.

C6 didu cd ta c6 con | Mandy Ellison nita dau. C6 ta by gitr ]a Mandy Ross, két hon vdi anh chiang Gary hoén hio, B me ctia hai thién thn hoan héo,
song cudc song hoan hao. ..

Khong gidng Cleo Quinn dc than chéing dugc ai thuong, ching c6 gi nhur ¢ ca.

Poi sau tay li trong chiéc limo, Cleo quan sat mot nhom huyén ndo c6 vé la sinh vién dang lio dao mu6n vao quan Callaghan bén kia duong, noi Jen va
nhitng ngudi khic dang ng01 thu lu trong d6. Ga bao ké bén ngoai cira khong cho dam sinh vién vao. Roi ¢b kinh ngac khi thiy mot doi loang choang
budc ra ngodi, tay quin ly ‘ngudi kia. Ra tan phia xa, muyc dich cta ho da 5 rang. Nguoi dan ong day b gai sat vao tudng, tay hén so soang khéip noi
trén ngudi ¢d ta va miéng hén dinh chit vao miéng co ta.

C6 gai hon lai hén nhiét tinh chinh 13 Mandy.

Ho! Cleo nhin chéim cham c4 hai nguoi, nhur bi mé hozc. Ho an chao lui va quén Iy nhau nhur hai dira thiéu nién. Mot e sau, e bi phat hién, Mandy It
ra, va voi 101 suy nghi ctia ké da say bi ti, kéo han di doc duong khoang nam mét t6i clra mot quan hang,

R tiép tuc cude chinh phuc v6i syr tai tinh ctia mot bac si quan y kham xét tan binh. Ddi lai, ¢6 ta goi y cho hén thoc tay ra sau chiée vay vang dé coi nit
4o nguc.

Chao 6i, cude hon nhan hoan hao ctia Mandy 14 thé nay sao?

O4i, v6i cai quén lot khe bé xiu thé mi Mandy khong thdy kh6 chiu sao?

R&i s con lai trong bia tiée dira tim c6 ta. Khi ho tia ra khoi quan, mdt trong sé méy sinh vién khong dugc phép vao bén trong dua nghich giat lAy cai

i cua Jen. Jen chay dudi theo cdu ta, Ic coc gidy cao got trén via hé. Nhin thiy doi kia dang quan quai noi I6i vao cira hang, c6 dimg khung lai hét én
mot tiéng dic tai.

Cleo quan sat Mandy giit ndy minh day t6i 161, trong bo dang say Tequila, ¢b che giiu mat cia ngudi dan 6ng bang cach gi sat dau hén vao ngue ¢ ta.
Tir cho nay trong han giong nhur dang ho thanh con. Co 18 hin bi ngop trong bd ngire cia Mandy. D6t nhién Mandy nay nguoi én so hdi, day han ra xa
manh qua dén noi han nga dap lung vao ctra. C6 ta dang hét Ién, giat Iui lai, loang choang trén via he, tay gio ra, ngdn tay trong nhur vuot thil.

Oi troi dt, hén vira nn vao nguoi ¢ ta.



Nhitng ngudi khéc trong dam do6 ciing kinh hoang tuong tir 10i lao ddo. Sau do, ho thiy chiéc limo phia bén kia dudng, va hoang so' nhur mot dan vit con
dang di tim me, ho di thanh hang vé phia do.

Ma, vi ho déu say bi ti, nén d6 1 mot hing zigzag nga nghiéng, Vi Mandy, van la hét, di cudi cing

Cleo lap tirc ra khoi xe. Nhin gan, chiéc vy vang bi viy ban 16 chd.

“Pé t¢ vao, dé t6 vao!” Mandy ring minh khiép so. “Thing khdn do... nhin xem héin da am gi nay.”

“Cau khong vao trong xe voi bd dang d6 duge.” Cleo lc dAu noi. “Khong thé duoc.”

“Cau phai cho t¢ vao!”

“Khong, t6 khong thé.”

“Thé t6 con biét vé nha bang cach nao?”

Mot trong sb miy c6 kia nghén nghet ndi, “Taxi c6 dugc khong?”

Jen nhin miki. “Chéng taxi ndo nhan ché chi 4y dau.”

“Me kiép,” Mandy rong kén. “DUA TOI VE NHA!”

“Cb 4y c6 thé goi cho Gary, bao anh ta dén don m.”

“U,” Mandy khit miti, “lim nhur anh ta s& dén 4y.” C6 ta xoay qua Cleo, mit dau khd. “T¢é xin ma, nhé. Pé t& vao.”
“Chi khi cau bo céi vay di.”

AP

“Néu cAu cdi no ra that can than,” Cleo ndi, “va khong d8 ti non ndo dinh vao nguoi, t6 s€ cho cu vao xe.”
Mandy Fic hr roi nhiu may. “Thé cai vay s& vé nha bang cach nao?”

“N6 khong vé. Cau s& virt nd vao thing rc dang kia.”

“Cau dia ddy 4? Céi ndy gid ba trim bang ddy.”

“Pugc.” Cleo nhin vai. “Giilt n6 lai di. Nhung céu s€ phai di bo vé& nha.”

Bénkia duong, gi dan ong gy ra moi réc rdi o ddo budc trén via hé. Mandy, mascara nhoe nhoét, ic nay tinh rurgu nhanh nhur sao bén tho dai that
vong va rit [én qua ham rang nghién chat, “Thdi ndo, coira hd chi.”

Chén chir, Jen budc t6i coi khoa tir ding sau. Chiée vay truot xudng vai Mandy roi xudng dét quanh chan ¢6 ta. Mandy rit én mdt tiéng khi nhén ra 4o
nit ngure khong cai va nguc dang thon tha thon thén.

Nhiing ké qua dudng cudi nhao va huyt sao khi nhin thiy ¢ ta run rdy trong chiéc quan lot khe hoa hoét va doi gidy cao got. Cleo, thich thi khi thay vét
da nhén - cdmon Chiia! - md ctra chiéc limo va néi vui vé, “OK, moi ngudi ciing vao nao. Pén gio vé roi!”

“Gary s& phat dién lén mat,” Mandy rén ri. “Anh 4y mua céi viy déy cho chi nhan dip Giéng sinh.”

“Ctr n6i v&i anh Ay 1a khong phai 16i tai chi.”” Jen nhin lai vé khong hai Iong, “Chi dau biét 14 thoc Iudi xubng hong hén s& kim hin budn non.”

Mandy nheo it lai. “Puoc 1di, dugc rdi. Gary khong can phéi biét chuyén do.”

Luong tam lai nhic nho Cleo. o1 khi, chi d6i khi thoi, ¢6 wée minh khong 6 n6. Tho dai, ¢6 vong ra phia sau xe mo c¢bp. Chuén bj cho moi tinh hudng
- hiu hét thoi - ¢0 cat may cai tli ni 1ong den dyung réc trong ngin nho bén canh. Nhan nhin, ¢6 dua mdt ci tti cho Mandy va chi vao thing réc. “Pidi,
lay n6 ra khdi do r6i cho vao day.”

“Camon,” Mandy 1Am rAm khi Bm xong va cai tiii rac bude that chit duoc téng vao cép Xe.

D06 ¢6 phii a chién thang vé tinh than khong? Cleo nhin vai ni, “Thyc ra t6 khong nén Bm viy. Thé nay I trdi v6i quy dinh ctia cong ty.” C6 dimg lai
101 ndi thém véi nu curdi hon nhién, “Nhung 1a ban ¢l tir thoi pho thdng thi phai nhur the chir ding khong?”’
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“Abbie, ta bt dau phai nghi #én dot khuyén mai cho 1& Phuc sinh roi. Lén phong t6i di rdi ching ta néi chuyén.”

Abbie phiii phéin tron kho khoi tay rdi theo Des Ién trén ghc. Ho khong mudn bi thét bai nhur néim ngodi khi déng trémg Phuc sinh bi hong hét do troi qué
ndng, Tat ca dong trimg s6 c0 la bién thanh mdt dong bay nhay va ca trung tdm cham soc viron nay day tieng tré con khoc loc khong thé do duoc.

“uoc, t6i c6 mdt vai ¥ tudng,” ¢d noi khi Des dong cira lai sau hing, “Troi ¢6 thé s& khong néing, Nhung néu nfing ta s& mua loai trimg mini vo gion
nhan lac dugc khong? Hodce ta ¢ the dé mot it rom gia lam t6 trong bat, roi dat trong bat 16n hon dung da vién?”

“Puoc, ta s€ lam vay.”

“Hoic 13, t0i nghi ta 6 thé gidu mAy dong xu, rdi khi bon tré con tim dwoc cac dong xu d6 ching c6 thé vao ban phat qua doi thanh trimg Phyc sinh
thue sur...”

“Nghe ndy, t6i khong dinh moi ¢6 Ién ddy dé ndi vé 1€ Phuc sinh.” Des ndi nhanh, cir nhur anh ta sap kéo ngdi nd mdt qua min chi trong muoi gidy nita
thoi. “To1 da co quén chuyén xdy ra. Hon c6 nhur the... ¢ bén cd... Toida co hét sitrc, thure sur t6i da co, nhung né khong bicn mat. Moi thir da thay doi.
To1 khong thé ngtrng suy nghi vé ¢d.”

Tim Abbie bat dau dap manh, “Des. Khong, dimg ni nhu vay.” C6 mau mén Fic dau. “Anh khong ¢6 y d6 ma.”

“T6i thye sy co y do.”

“Khong, khong. Toi ¢ chdng roi.”

“T6i biét.” Vai anh ta ching xudng, “Va t6i wéc gi cd chua ¢6 chong”

“Nhung t6i hanh phtic bén Tom.” C6 khong thé tin dwoc anh ta lai noi thé.

“T6i khong mudn cam thiy nhur vdy,” Des néi. “Toi khong tw ngin minh lai duoc.”

“Anh s& phai ¢b thoi! Des, t6i xin 16i, nhung ta dang néi vé cude sbng ciia toi dy!”

Anh ta vudt mdt bén mé minh, 15 rang dang rit giing xé. “Ca cudc sdng cia toi nira.”

“Nhung s& ching c6 chuyén gi xay ra ca.”

“Hay cho t61 mdt co hdi,” Des nai xin.

“Khong,” Abbie Itii vé& phia cira, “anh da hira 1 s& khong am thé co ma. Tom la ca thé gioi dbi véi...”

Tiéng dién thqai reo trén ban lam ca ha}i clng giat minh. Ho nhin chim chiim vao nhau mot luc. Hoang sg, Abbie bét ra, “Dimng lai di, Des, dugc khong?
To1 noi that day. Lay lai binh tinh va dé t6i duge yén. Vi chuyén ndy qua... ngu ngoc!”

Timdéap thinh thich, ¢ 101 khoi van phong dé Des tra 1oi dién thoai. DAy qua 1 4c mong khién c6 mzflt kiém soat va lam cd hoang sg. c6 tin anh ta s& gitt
bimat... nhung néu c6 khong nén tin thi sao? Lam sao d€ anh ta hi€u Ia ¢d nuon anh ta giit bi mit dén theé nao?

Lamsao ma cudc doi binh yén, 6n dinh va phéng king ctia c6 lai ra nong ndi nay?

“Oi chao!” Bi voi vao quéan giita gioy an trura thir Bay va dimg phét lai khi nhin thdy Ash, Cleo chi vio c4i ban trudc mit anh. “Céu dang an!”

“Té khong hiéu cau lim thé ndo ma bié’t’duc_rc,” Ash ngac nhién. “Nhu néing khiéu dy, kiéu nhu gidc quan thir séu ma quai ndo d6. Cau déng ra phéi la
tham tir tim Iy mdi phai. O, tra lai t& miéng d6.”

Cleo cim dia vao miéng lasagne thir mdt miéng 16n xem c6 ngon nhu mii thom k. Mt ¢6 m to. “Mmmm.. mmmm!”

“Oi khong, ciu khong duge thich.” Anh géing chiée dia lai truée khi 6 ¢6 thé &n thém. “Tyr mua cho minh mot suét di. Ma khong, an banh ¢4 nuong y,
deé t& ciling thir xemnd thé ndo.”

“Bénh c4 nréng 42 T6 thich mon bénh ¢4 mréng!” Xoay nguoi i, Cleo nhin thay thyre don d dwoc viét bang phén lén céi bang den, séu tuan trude nd
con trong khong vi dau bep Tony hay cdu gian bo ban trai ra di khong tir biét dé am viéc trong mbt quan an ¢ Malaga. Thyc ra thi Tony ndu &n khong
€61 lim nhung anh ta rat ndng tinh, Frank chua bao gid ddmnoéi anh ta.



R&i Cleo ha hdc miéng khi diu bép moi tir bép di ra mang theo mot khay db an.

Fia Newman, mic chiéc 40 tap dé soc xanhqda troi va trén& toc budc thanh bim cao, dang di toi cac ban bén canh. Trong khi Cleo ngac nhién quan sat,
¢0 ta chao khach hang va don dep bat dia ban trén ban. Cudi ciing nhin thay Cleo, co ta vay tay di toi.

Ctr nhur i ¢6 ta thude vé noi nay Ay.
“Chao chi!” Thé nay c¢6 duoc khong?” Péi mit hd phéach ciia Fia nhdp nhay. “C6 ngac nhién khi thy t6i khong?”

Ca bon ngiy dém lién c6 Bm tai xé cho mot thuong gia ngwdi M di vong quanh dét urée. C6 cam thiy nhur minh rdi xa dén bon thang troi. “C6 B dau
bép méia?’

“Morse,” Ash lim bam. “Marple, Holmes[1] Ta ¢ ddy v6i toan ngudi vi dai.”

[1] Morse, Marple, Holmes, nhén vat trong cac tiéu thuyét trinh tham Anh ctia céc tc gia Colin Dexter, Agatha Christie va Conan Doyle.

“T6i rat mudn am nit hoang karaoke & ddy, nhung Frank khong cho. Nén t6i thir im céi nay vay!”

“Nhung... Bmsao...?” Liic Fia dén chao tam biét tuan trude, Cleo khong hé mong s& gip lai ¢6 ta.

“T6i biét! Nhur i s6 phan vay. Cai dém ta tiic & nha Johnny, t6i n6i thét dién rd khi quén nay khong phuc vu dd an, va anh 4y ké cho 6 chuyén vé dau

bép cii da timg Bm & ddy, Tony dién. Lic d6 t6i khong suy nghi gi thém, nhung hom sau t6i vé nha va cai va mot tran kich iét voi Will. Lic d6 t6i nhan
ra I t6i cAn phai tim noi nao khac dé song vi anh ta khong doi ndo roi khoi cin nha quy gia clia anh ta.” Fia nhin mét. “Va t6i chéic chdn s& phéi tim mot
cong viéc ’mm, vi t6i dang lam viéc cho me cuia Will, va theo nhur Vivien thi con trai ba ta khong thé lam gl sai duoc. Néu anh ta c6 b thi chinh t6i m6i
ngudi khién cho anh ta phai lam vay.”

“Troi dét...”

“Oi, t6i ciiing chura bao gid yéu mén gi ba ta. 'Roi khoi cdi quan dd str sang trong d6 1 mot niém vui. By gidr toi khong phai nghe mu phu thuy gia do ca

ngoi con trai ba ta nita. Liic d6 t6i da nghi vé quan nay,” Fia noi vui vé. “Va toi blet moi ngudi déu than thién, nén toi goi cho Frank. Ong dy ¢6 vé thich
nhur vay, mién 1 t6i biét ndu mréng. Nén t6i dén mang theo db an tyr ndu. Ong Ay thdy ngon, t6i thich cin ho phia bén trén, va ngac nhién chura, gior toi
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dang & day!

“A, troi dét... thé thi... tuyét qua.” Camxuc Jan 16n khong thé dién ta duoc hét tam trang cta Cleo. V& Iy ¢6 biét minh khong phai i nguyén nhéan pha v
h6n nhén ctia Fia, nhung c6 d4 so sudt dinh vao chuyén ndy va cam giac t0i 161 van con virong van.

“M6n lasagne do6 thé n30?” Fia nhin vé phia Ash.

Ash gat dau, nhai i nudt. Cudi ciing anh ta ndi té nhi, “Un... ngon.”

“Tét tbt.” Co ta quay lai voi Cleo. “Con chi thi sao? Chi mudn &n mén ai?”’

“Cho t6i mon banh c4 mréng nhé.”

Fia gat dAu thoa mén. “Chj s& thich mon d6.”

Hai muroi phit sau, Cleo goi c6 ta lai. C6 ndi, “C6 biét khong? C6 néi ding, toi rat thich mon nay.”

Khong thoai mai Bim khi vo ctia Will séng & day 1 mot nh&, nhung ding 1 ¢6 ta ndu an ngon that.

“T6i khong ndu dugc cac mon dic biét.” Fia trong rt hai long. “Chi nhitng mon co ban thoi. Nhung 1 nhitng mon co ban ngon nhét.”

“Thé mdi ding | nhitg mén 1 ching t0i can. Thé ndy tuyét qua.” Mon banh ca nuéng ding la ngon tuyét, c6 kem va ruou, trén cing ki mjt 16p pho mit
nuéng day. “Tony dien ctr b lam nhing mon m6i mii ma khong thanh cong. Ga st cam, dau ca ri v6i xoai, kiéu nhur vdy. Hé nim ngodi anh ta phuc vu
tht ca cac moén véi canh hoa hdng va ngai gidm.” Cleo nhin vé phia Ash. “Cau nhé khong?”

“O... co.”

Oi troi dat. Ngay sau khi Fia vao bép, Cleo nhe ring cudi rdi ndi, “Cau thich ¢ ta ding khong?”

“Khong.™

C5 vui vé choc anh. “Céu c6 thich! Cu lai bién thanh thing ngd ngin roi.”

Ash dé @b udng xudng tho dai. “Puoc, nghe t& nhé. Néu cau murdi bdn tudi, cau nghi budt miéng ndi gi do trude mit moi ngudi thi budn cudi. Nhung

cau khong con 1 dtra mudi bon tudi nita, nén t& chiic cu hiéu 1 vai t¢ chuyén nay khong con budn cudi ti nao. Chi thdy xau ho toan tap thoi. Hon nita,
t& s€ khong bao gio tha thir cho cau. Nhung vi cdu 1a ban td, t6 s€ cam kich lim néu cu giit bi mit ndy va dé t& danh thoi gian tur gidi quyet mot minh.”



“Céau cha hai hurdce teo ndo.” Cleo nhin mit.

“Nhung 6 n6i thit ddy.” C6 hiéu khi nhin thiy 4nh nit a. “Day khong phéi i ¢o at 0 ndo t& gip trong bira tiéc. C6 ta vé ddy sbng rdi, co nghia 13 t6 s&
gip mit co ta gannhu hiing ngdy.” Ash viron ngudi qua ban mot chit nita. “Va néu ciu ndi véi ¢ ta thi chuyén ndy s& trd nén khong thé chiu nbi. Nén
cau phai gitt mom gitt miéng” - cu ta lim dong tac kéo khoa ngang miéng Cleo. “Néu khong ching ta khong con ban bé gi nita. Va t6 s& | hing xom
thu dich xau xa cua cau, t& hira day
Cha, anh ndi that. “OK, t6 s& khong noi gi ca. Thé thét long ddy. Theo c4u thi it bao liu ciu s& virot qua dugc chinh minh?”’

“A, mét vai tiéng.” Ash cu tiét ndi, “Lam thé qui ndo ma t6 biét duoc? T& chi ude chuyén nity khong xdy ra; toan chuyén kho chiu thoi. Chira ké dén
chuyén c6 ta vira mdi bd chong,”” Anh lac dau. “Nén phai vai thang nita c6 ta mdi ¢ y dinh nhin mét bon dan 6ng khac.”

Thé mdi biét Ash ngly tho dén mirc ndo. Ngay sau d6, nhur dé chimg minh, Johnny di vao quén, thé 1 Fia lao ngay khoi bép.
“Xin chao, t0i dang khong biét bao gid anh dén!”
Ca khudn mit ¢6 ta sang bimg Ién, cir chi rat 1 rang, “Moi thir déu dién ra rt t5t!”

Fia héin nhién da ap dung duoc thuyét cach tot nhét dé quén di mdt ngudi dan ong 1 gip nguoi dan 6ng khac. Tot hon ki nhanh hon ca thoi gian hit bui
tham nha minh. HO hdi, ¢6 ta ndi, “Anh an gi?”

“Xin 16i, 61 hoi bén, khong ¢ lai dugc.” Mang theo mot cai tti xach, Johnny dura né cho mot trong may ciu con trai dang dimg & quay ruou. “Dave, cau
bo quén may céi chdi quét son, toi tim thiy trong bon rira phong thiét bi. Camon vi da hoan thanh cong viéc dém qua. Cau lam 6t lim.”” Quay lai, han
cudi ndi, “Cleo, chao cau! T6 bao nay, khong c6 miy ngudi tho ¢ d6 that 1 la. Sang nay 6 xubng nha pha séu cde tra 1di m6i nhé ra 1 t6 & mdt minh.”

Hiin khong hé goi ¢d | Misa nita. Giong nhu phép la tir trén troi roi xudng vay. Dé thé hién a minh ciing ¢6 thé t6 ra lich sur, Cleo n6i, “Thé toan b ngdi
nha da hoan thanh rdi 42 Trong n6 thé nao?”

“Cau khong biét n6 khac thé ndo dau. Sang nha t& di néu cu mudn. Pé xem tan mét.”
“O, 1r...” Gity ¢ khong biét noi gi. Loi moi hoi bit ngd. Fia dtmg canh hén trong hoi ngd nging,
“Té s& chi cdu xem thir t¢ dang lam nira,” Johnny n6i thém “Cho Cornelia dy.”

A, déy I thir c6 nhét dinh mudn xem. Johnny khong nén biét diéu ndy, nhung c6 da bi mit tim tén hén trén Google va - con bi mét hon - yéu thich cac
tac pham ctia han. Nhiing burc tuong an turong hit hon ngurdi khac.

“Mot trong miy con ngya ctia ba ta 42 Tat nhién roi.” Nhan ra anh nit ctia Fia, Cleo n6i, “Tuyét qua.”

Hin cudi tuoi hon. “An trra xong thi dén nhé. Lic ddy chic t& dang vét 1on v6i dong day dai ca meét.”

Ty nhién lic d6 hinh anh hén Bm viée hién Ién trong dau ¢6 day himg thi. O, i, thé nay 1 thé nao? D6 6 phéi ki cam giac khi bi Johnny LaVenture bo
biia khong? Quay lai thé gi6i hién thure, Cleo trén tinh lai. Giong nhur choi voi gilta ranh gidi giita bict so so va nghién ngp, gitta nhip mbi xa giao va
nghién ruou, mau chot 1 ¢ nhan thire, nhin ra chuyén gi co the xay ra ma i bude lai noi an toan trurde khi qua mudn. Johnny 1 nguoi phong tinh tir
trong mAu, thich tan tinh chi € mua vui. Chi cé dira ngdc moi nghi 1a han thanh thye.

Hoac 1a nhur Fia.

“T6t, duoge thdi, co I& teo nira.” Cleo vAy cai dia quay lai voi bita trra. Johnny n6i 1oi tam biét véi Dave va méy cau bén quay bar rdi tién vé phia cira.
Fia xiu it goi v6i theo héin, “Téi nay anh ¢6 quay lai khong?”

“Chura biét. Khong bao gior ndi khong bao gio.”

Khi héin da di va Fia da quay lai bép, Ash nhai lai, “Tt, duoc thdi, c6 18 teo nita,” bit chude giong gid i cia Cleo.

“Dng dan mot chit di.”” Sau khi choc vao mu ban tay anh, Cleo Ay gidy 3n lau c4i dia. “Thé cAu mudn Fia quay lai 6 thay t6 427

“Thé ra d6 I Iy do cdu lam vy a? Tinh nguyén thé thén, nhur a tur hy sinh thén minh mot céch ¢ danh dy 4? Dimg bit ¢ ta, bét toi ddy nay.” Ash lac
dau. “To khong he biet 1a cau lai ding cam, anh hing dén thé day.”

“Té thi khong hé biét i cau lai thiéu khiéu thim my dén thé. Cau ta 1 hoa si Té rit mudn xem cau ta im viéc.”
“Taisao? Céu co bao gio mudn xem t& lam viée daw.”

“Cauta rat sang tao!”



“Chét tiét, t6 ciing thé! T tao ra ca mdt churong trinh phét thanh,” Ash bt kai. “Cling | mdt hinh thirc ngh¢ thudt va chédc chén 1 kho hon nhiéu so voi
bé may doan day sang bén nay hay sang bén kia. Mot thang ngu cling lam vay dugc.”

Cleo cuoi. “Cau ghen ty a?”

“C6 thé? Chi mot chit. Pugc, tt nhién, t& ghen chét di dwoc.” Anh bt dAu vé phia bép. “C6 ta phéi dién 1én vi hén. That qua & rang.”

Toi nghiép. Cleo thdy thirong cho Ash. “Té biét, nhung t6 s& ndi chuyén véi ciu ta, bao cau ta khong duoc dinh dang dén Fia.”

Ash chdm chim gat dau, thiy rang nhu vay 1 ¢ Iy. “Can thin ddy. C6 thé hén ta dang ¢ tran lam viéc.”

OK, x6a ngay hinh anh d6 trudc khi nd choan tim tri c6. Toém gon con tdm béo nuc cudi cling trong dia, Cleo nhin vai n6i, “Ai ching phai can than!”
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Chuwong 21

“A, cau dén roi” M cira va that tot | van miic 4o, Johnny c6 vé hai long khi gip ¢6. Han van chiéc quin jean bac phéch, ing cb thip, 4o phong tring
voi vét mau do nau dang trude nguc.

“D6 I son 42" Cleo chi; mau do son phong thi khong vui mét Bm
“Ha?” Han nhin xubng. “A, r6i. Khong, do 1 méu déy.”
“Caubjai dama?”

“Chéang lac quan gi ca. Khong, t& chi danh 1on voi con ngura thoi.” Kéo 4o phong Ién, hén cho ¢6 xemnguyén nhan ctia vét miu, mit vét xude dai con
moL.

“Tainan nghé nghiép. Cau khong biét mdt nam t&: phai mat bao nhiéu cai do phong dau. Nao,” hin dua c6 vao nha chi quanh 16i hanh lang. “Trong trong
nay da 6n hon chua?”

Ding thé, 6n hon, turoi hon, sach hon. Mii son vin con trong khong khi nhumg déng 1on x0n thi khong con. Trén san gd sang bong ¢6 tim thimmoi, dén
da duoc thay, va ctra s6 lung linh.

“Hon rat nhidu,” Cleo n6i.

“Phai vay chir. Té phai mét ca dong tién ddy.”

Cleo cb giir b miit binh thudng. “Toi nghiép chura. Xtc dong qua.”

“A, xin 15 cau” Johnny cudi nhe. Sau d6 ho vao phong v& va hin mo toang hai canh cira.

“O, cha...”

Khong con tAm tham cii nat 107 ca dudng chi ra nita. Khong con gidy dan trdng il rich bong tréc. Toan bd cin phong, bao gém ca san nha duoc son
trang. Anh nang tran vao qua nhitng ctra s6 dai. Treo trén tuong dang xa | nhitng cudn day lon, va gitta phong c6 mdt tac phim dang dang d6, mot bl
tuong con ngwa cao bon mét mdi hoan thanh mot nira.

D6 1a mdt canh twong hoanh trang va 16i cudn. Théo nao Cornelia yéu thich cac tac phdm ciia Johnny dén vay. Nhin anh cac tac phdm trén mang khong
mang lai chit cdm xuc nao nhur duge nhin tin nt. Pai khai the.

Quan sat ¢d véi ny cudi nhe, Johnny n6i, “Cau thich khong?”’

Cleo gt dau, duong nhur khong thé roi mét khoi con ngura. Budc qua may cai 16i thép va doan day dai gidng ra trén tim vai tréng dudi chan con ngua,
¢0 tien lai gan. “Td so n6 duge khong?”’

“Ctr tyr nhién, trong thé nhung khong d& hong dau. Cén than miy chd nhon nhé - t6 chra dung kim gap ching vao dau.”
Thét 5t 14 hin da cho phép; khong duroc gio tay ra cham vao birc tuong s& la cach hanh ha khing khiép nhit. C6 mé mim vudt ve than con ngira. Lim

sao mot thir lip lanh bac duoc lam tir nhitng day thép ma kém dai trong lai song dong thé nay? That i khéc thrdng. Nhén ra minh dang mim cuoi kho
tin, Cleo vong ra phia trurdc vudt ve bd ¢b cong kiéu hiinh. Tudng tirong xem néu ¢ thé tao ra céi gi thé ny - 4, c4i dau dy thép do sic qua.
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Mot giot méu trio ra tir dau ngon tay ¢d. Bude t6i ndm ¢ tay cd, Johnny kiém tra vét thurong,
“Oi trodi, gioy ta phai ¢t bo di thdi.”
Cleo ryt tay lai hit mdu tir ngdn tay. C6 I lai. “Cho t¢ xem cau Jam thé ndo di”

“Lam thé nao dé cit bo dia? A, t6 chi iy mdt cai cura dién to ding cii k§....” Han cAm c4i kinh bao h 1én rdi hit dau v& mon dd gd duy nhét trong
phong. “Qua d6 ngdi xubng, O phia d6 s& an toan hon.”

Chiéc ghé dai tron murot, boc vai | nhung tim ddm Ng01 trén do, ngudi ta c6 thé thiy Johnny va b tuong, 10i canh cira s6 kiéu Phap sau lung hén, 16i
hanh lang va cdi san xa xa. Khi hén lam viée, voi anh nang chiéu roi vao tan trong phong, Cleo c6 thé thay céc co va ddy chang trén nguoi hén. Thao ndo
vai héin rong va bung phing; day thép ma kém phau da bén moi ¢6 thé chiu duoc stre ning cua tac phamkhl da hoan thanh. Johnny cong ngudi lai va
vuon ra khi bé va khép tirng phin vao ding chd ctia n6. M héi anh Ién trén ¢d va canh tay hin. Bang sau kinh bao ho, mit hin nhiu lai, ién tuc do dac,
danh gia va kiém tra xem phin méi thém vao c6 chinh xac khong. C6 thé thy hin tap trung cao do dén mirc nao khi hin di vong quanh tic phdm, thém
VA0 VA cai thién vo s6 thir. Ctr thinh thoang, mdt doan day lai vung 1én khong, don anh mit trdi nhur vét thily ngan. Doi 1An phan sac nhon cua sgi day
dam vao tay Johnny.

Nhin Johnny im viéc qué B mot tréi nghiém tuyét voi dén mé hogc. Khi han két thiic, Cleo doan minh da ¢ d6 khodng murdi Eim, hai muroi phit. Nhung
bodng chicu da kéo dai ra, va khi nhin dong ho c6 thdy minh da & d6 mit tiéng rudi.

“Khong thé tin dugc by gior da i bon gio 16i.” C6 lic dau kinh ngac. “Chic chén du hanh vurot thoi gian s& c6 cam gidc thé nay. Tudng tuong xem, néu
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ngudi ta cho hanh khach xem canh tao trong bang day thép trong céc chuyén bay dai thi ho s& thiy chi mdt loang thoi ho da & dau bén kia thé gio!

“T6 ciing co cam gide nhur vay.” Lia tay vao toc, Johnny dtmg ki lai ngim tac phém tir phia xa. “Khi t¢ da bat dau thi to khong con biét thoi gior nita. Té
¢6 thé im ca dém”

Lai mdt hinh anh khéc hién Ién trong du.
Hén co vai lai. “Dindo, ra udng ca phé di.”

“OK, 6i.”” Chén trai ctia ¢6, lic trrde 6 ngdi én nd, da bi t& hin. Tir tir dudi chén ra dimg thing nguoi day, Cleo Fic dau khi hén dua tay ra. “Khong
sao, t& lam duoc ma.”

“Van ngang nganh thé,” Johnny nhan xét. “Hodc 1a thé, hodic A cu so strc hit kho cudng cua td.”

“Hoiic tai ning tuyét voi ctia cau.” Tap ténh vao bép sau hin, Cleo dua vao bé d4 granit bong loang khi chén ¢6 bét ddu ¢ cam giac rimran va binh
thuong trd lai. “Nghe nay, chuyén voi Fia Newman 1a sao vay? C6 phai ciu co y dua co ta vé day khong?”

Hin bt dau pha ca phé. “Khong. C6 Ay mubn xem xem c6 thé im gi. Mot ];‘in't('r o1 y 14 kiém cong viée nao do c6 kem ghS & s& gitip ¢ Ay giai quyét
hai viéc mdt lic, nhung té khong goi y quan Hollybush. Hom qua t& dén thi ¢6 ay da & do r6i, dang mang d6 Ién phong & tang trén.”

Chan ¢6 dang rung rung, nhu vién stii tha vao nude. “Thé con dém hom trude?”

“Dém hom trude lam sao?”’

“Khi c6 ta ¢ day voi cau.”

Hén quay ra nhin Cleo. “Céu dinh hoi gi co?”

“Khong c6 gi”” Ho 14 hai ngudi truong thanh tim ly sdn sang va néu ho da lam gi voi nhau thi cling ching phai viéc cia ¢d, nhung ¢6 cam thiy s& cong
bang hon khi canh bao han. “Chi 3. ... ¢ ta da ngi 6 nha ciu. Cau da doi tot voi cd ta. Va gior ding mit ci ¢ ta chuyén vé lang 6! To khong bict ciu
6 nhin ra dicu nay khong, nhung 6 1& cau la Iy do c6 ta amthe.”

Ha, ¢6 bt gip 4nh it ngac nhién thanh that ctia hén. Hén khong hé nhan ra. “T6 42

“0, diing vy ddy.” Cleo xoay ¢6 chén dang hdi phuc. “C6 ta vira moi bé chong. Cu tén tinh ¢6 ta trong quén rrou, moi 0 ta vé nha &n tdi, dé co ta
ngil qua dém” Co dimng lai. “Ri bay gioy ¢b ta quay lai.”

“Ra thééé.” Johnny chim cham gat dau. “Réi, t& hiéu cau ndi gi rdi.”
Pan 6ng, that 1a. Ho khong hé biét gi. “Cau i miéng Urgo ctia ¢ ta.”
Cudi tht nhanh. “T6 hép dan hon t6 tudng ddy.”

Cleo v6i Iy cdc ca phé hén dua cho. “C6 ta dang rét nhay cam.”

“Vi cau ngoai tinh voi chdng co dy.”



C6 hrdm hin, nhung héin dung; ¢6 thiy minh phéi c6 trach nhiém. “Céu khong nén tréu dia 6 ta. Cau kim vy thi khong hay im”

“OK, thoi dimg 1én 16p 6 di. Ma céu cling nén tin trdng t& hon mot chit,” Johnny noi. “T s& cho céu thiy 16 ¢6 thé B mdt quy 6ng néu t& mudn. Cai
dém Fia & ddy, c6 4y ndm trong mdt phong tréng,” Hin dimg lai. “Con t6 ngi trong phong t6.”

“Thé thi tét.” Cleo cudi, thdy nhe nhdm khi nghe vay.

“T6 ¢6 duge thudng khdng?”

“C6 chir. Cau duoc mdt vang hio quang 4m ap vi biét minh da lim diéu phai.”

“Tuyét that.” Han git dau. “Mot vang hio quang 4m 4p. Ai mudn doi hon thé co chir.”
Cleo ubng ca phé. “Dinh dang thém dén c6 ta s& chi ric rdi thoi.”

“Purge 16, t6 hidu y cau. Nghe nhur 1 cu khong mudn ¢6 Ay 6 lai dy thi phai.”

“Cb ta c6 vé tot. Ciing binh thudng, Chi o diéu ¢6 ta rat thich cau.”

“Lai thé rdi.” Han thira nhan 101 nhic lai cta ¢d voi nu cudi nhe.

Cleo thé dai; co phai han nghi ¢ that qua déng khong? “Nhung chuyén ndy. ... khé Fim, cau biét khong? Bat cir khi ndo gip cd ta, t6 lai nhd dén Wi,
Va t& cam thay t6i 161,

“Di1 sao ciiing khong phai 16i do ciu na.”

“V& Iy thi vay. Nhung t6 van | 1y do ¢6 ta b chdng.”

Johnny ndi, “Sém hay mudn chuyén do ciing xay ra. Cau da gitp ¢o Ay ddy. It nhit a bon tré khong phai con ¢6 y.”
Cleo gat dau. “Ding vay.”

“Néu c6 dy van con & véi Will thém mdt vai ndm nira, rat c6 thé ho s& co con. R6i ¢d 4y s& phai mot minh nudi con. Nén cau da giip ¢o dy thoat khoi
nhitng chuyén do.”

“Cau n6i ding,” Pén luot Cleo t6 ra khiém tn. “Ciiing ¢6 thé tam coi t b mdt nit anh hing”

“Mot nir anh hing v6i kha ning chon dan ong rit kém Y t& i, ¢6 t& ddy,” hin vd ngure, “gAn nhur hoan héo vé& moi mit, m cau lai cha rung dong ti
130.”

C6 guc dau dong y. “Qua ding”
“Nhung tén khon nhur Will Newman dén va cau nghi d6 1 cau dugc ude thiy.”

“OK, ¢6 thé cau thiy diéu nay kho tin, nhung anh ta da gidu nhem su khon kiép ciia minh rat tai tinh. Anh ta giéng rit nhiéu ngudi.” Giong Cleo nghiém
thc. “Ho co thé gay an tuong bén ngoai rat tot. Nhung sau bén trong, ho co thé lam bat ctr thir gi.”

Johnny nhwréng may. “Cé phéi ta dang ndi vé cau khong? Vi dé t& bao cho cau biét, cau thurong khong tt véi t6 im.”
“That ra thi, t& dang nghi dén nguoi khac. Cau gip Mandy Ellison lan cubi i lic nao?”
Hén khong t6 thai do gi. “Mandy a? Troi dét, bao nhiéu ndm rdi. Chic 1 mudi nam. Sao co?”

“Té giip cAu ta tudn trude. Cau ta két hon lAu Fim rdi. Hai dira con, v6i ngudi chdng tuyét voi, cude sdng tuyét voi.” Cleo nghich ngomnéi. “Cau ta ké
cho t& hét. Vo chong ho con cé bién xe dat riéng co.”

Hén c6 vé ching quan tim. “CAu ta c6 lim g khong?”
“Cau dia 42 Gary kiém duoc bon tién. Khong can cau ta phai di Bm.”

“Nghe ding 2 Mandy.” Buon cuoi, Johnny noi, “Cau ta khong bao gios thich nd lc.”” Han dimg lai, nhin ¢6 udng hét coc ca phé rdi voi By cdi tii. “Cau
chua xem hét can nha ma. Té dang dinh chi cho ciu tang trén.”

Hurm, d6 1 mot 161 moi.

“Khong phai vay dau.” Hin tic udi, thé hién kha nang dac biét ¢ thé doc y nghi ctia 0, “Néu cau thuc s khong mudn thi thoi.”



“Cau rat tot, nhung cam on. To phai vé ddy. O day vui Bim” Cleo dinh di. “Dimg quén diéu té ndi vé Fia nhé. OK, dimg c6 im gi ca. .. cau biét ddy.”

“Pugc, gio thi khong sao.” Mﬁt Johnny 4nh Ién tinh nghich khi héin dua ¢6 ra. “Mic dit t& cam thdy nhur c4u i ngudi pha hong cude hon nhan ciia ngudi
ta con t& 1a ngudi phai chiu toi ay. C6 vé nhur hoi qua dang,”

C6 cudi lai voi hén. “Ctr tap trung vao vang hdo quang Am ap 4y.”
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Abbie dang nam trong bon tim chd mit na se lai thi nghe thay tiéng chudng cira dudi nha.
Ma Tom thi van dang di am.

C0 doi cho ngudi ndo d6 tir bo ma di chd khac. Khong ddi ndo ¢ mo cira trong khi dang dép miéng miit na dat sét xanh k. Con nita, céi goi chét long
mau xanh nay gid nhitng hai bang rudi, c6 chiac chan khdng dinh rira sach n6 di trude khind ¢6 the lam da min dep va hut hét chat ban.

Nhung nhur con ctin chiing bao gior chén viée dudi theo ciy gay va gim iy mang vé&, ngudi dimg ngoai cira van tiép tuc bam chudng. Lan nita.
Lai mt An niva.
Va thém mot lAn nita. ..

“Puoc roi, 01 ra ddy, dimg lai di.” Loi nuée bi bdm, Abbie leo ra khéi bon tam choang khiin bong vao. Néu d6 k& Tom va anh dy im mit chia khoa, ¢
s€ trat dong chat nhay mau xanh nay khap miit anh va nhur the s€ dang lam

C6 Kép nhép xudng tang dudi va dimg & hinh lang trude khi néi, “Ai d62” vong ra ngoai cira.
R&i ¢6 nghe tiéng “Xin chao, 1 chéu day!” va cam thiy bung minh cimg lai nhur bé tong

Oi troi. Khong hé béo trude. Hoan toan quén mét cai mét na. Abbie md cira truée chiim chi nhin Georgia, rAm ndng va toc vang hon bao gios hét. Va
mang theo mdt cai va li mau xam to ding dang dé dudi chan.

“Chao cd Abbie. Oi troi, trong c6 kia! BS chau chura di lam vé a2

C5 khong dinh dé cho cau hoi ho hirg ctia con bé lam dau long, nhung cam giac van gidng nhur cao mong tay Ién bang den vay. Thure ra thi cai mit na
ciing ¢6 ich, né gitp cho nét mit cd bat dong va cam xiic thyre ctia cd duoc gidu kin. Trong khi d6 tiéng hét ong ong trong dau c6. Khong, di di, dé
chiing t6i yén va dimg bao gio nghi @én chuyén bo cai va i d6 vao déy.

Abbie ndi to, “Chura v&, bd chau c6 biét chau dén khong?”

“Khong, d6 I diéu bt ngd! Chéu goi cho b chicu nay va bao v6i bd  chéu dang tim néing trén bai bién Praia de Rocha, rdi b néi ki chiic chau may
min. Nhung chau khong & d6, va khi bo vé chau s& ndi a ha, con da vé!” Georgia cudi hét c& véi cd. “Sé rat tuyét! Bo s€ rat thich!”

“A, ding 1 dang ngac nhién.” Miéng dat sét kho khién c6 nghe nhur dang ndi qua k& ring. Va tit nhién ¢6 khong thé ngin Georgia nang cai va li vao
nha. Abbie budc sang mit bén khi con bé day chiec va li qua ¢ vao hanh lang hep. “Chau tr san bay v¢ thang day a?”

“Khong a, miy ngay vira r6i chiu & London. Chéu dé me don dep can hd 16i goi ghém db dac trurde khi me quay tr6 lai B Dao Nha.”

Abbie theo chan n6 vao phong khach. “Tai sao thé?”

“Vime lai dinh chuyén noi & 1an nita, ching c6 gi d4ng ngac nhién dau.” Georgia c6i 4o khoac dé 1 ra 40 ké soc va quan so6c mau vang chanh. “Chau
voi me cainhau vé chuyén d6. Me chau da bo ﬂChristian, 10i lai di ggp mot nguoi khac tén 13 Ted. Theo chau thi, me chau da ¢ tuoi trung nién roi, ¢d hicu
y chau khong? Me chau khong thé cir theo dudi bon dan dng cho dén cudi doi duoc. Chang dung dan gica.”

“Thé Ted ciing séng & B Dao Nha 4?7

“Song va dng rrou & B6 Bio Nha.” Nhan mit, Georgia ndi, “Va chii ay t6 1 théi o khong hé thich chau. Ciing khong sao, ca hai déu the m. Chéu
chén duodng hai ngudi dén voi nhau nén chi ay muon chiu bien di. Nén chau ndi khong sao, chau s& song mot minh ¢ can hg tai Paddington, nhung roi

me chéu béo néu me khong ¢ d6 thi cfing khong iép tuc tra tién thué nita. .. nén chéu voi me ¢6 cii nhau mdt chit v& chuyén d6.” Con bé dimg lai sim
soi cai vong tay da c6 gan hat trén c0 tay trai. “Thuc ra la c@inhauto.”
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“Oi troi.”
Georgia nhin ¢6. “Chau pha mjt tach tra nhé, c6 sao khong a?”
“Puoc, duoc. . . xin 161 chau, déang ra c6 phai moL.”

“Khong sao, co biét khong, that la 1 chu lai ké cho ¢ trong khi mét ¢6 van lem nhem thé kia. D& chéu pha tra cho, ¢6 Ién nha rira sach cai thir miu
xanh d6 di.”

Abbie khong hoi cau hoi ¢6 quan tim nhét nén Georgia cing khong tra 1oi. Thay vao do, gidng nhur ¢6 mdt con voi kit ki trong phong m van phai lo di,
dicu do van khong duoc nhéc t6i trong bay muoi phit ticp theo khi ho n6i chuyén vé B6 Bao Nha, I Giang sinh ctia tirng nguoi, i kicu kho chiu khi
hai bén than 4o len cir dim lai, hay thét la 1a nguoi ta chét khiép khi nhin thay sita chua bi moc nhung san sang an mén pho mat moc xanh, cang moc
cang thich.

Co ban 14 c6 khong can phai hoi cau d6 vi co da biét cau tra 1i. Bén con viron ciing c6 thé doén durge.

RAi Tom vé va Abbie thiy mit anh birng sang khi giip con gai. Georgia kéu Ién, “Ngac nhién chua!” va gan nhur lam cho anh bay 1én, 6m cham Iy anh.
Nhitng con dao nhé dang chiia ra trong bung Abbie, bung c6 quan én vi ghen ty va so hai

“Thé Ia moi viéc déu 6n ding khong a?”” Georgia n6i khi con bé ké xong cau chuyén tai sao 6 lai & ddy. “Con & lai ddy v6i bd dugc khong?”
Chinh n6 do; chinh 1a cau hoi do. Abbie can thin giir nét mit binh thudng, trong khi d4u c6 cir ong ong khong khong khong khong khong,
“Cha...” Ngac nhién nhung ddy hy vong, Tom quay lai nhin c6. “Nghe c6 vé. .. irm, em nghii sao, Abbie?”

Tan nhAn. Tan nhAn va bat cong, Pang ra anh phéi biét ¢6 dang nghi gi.

Georgia ciing t vé bét ngd, c6 I& con bé khong hé nghi a né phéi nai xin. “Oi trdi, réc rdi thé co a? Con xin 16i.”” Con bé thét ra, “Con trdng bd s& vui
mimng co!”

“Con yéu, ngdi xudng, dimg lo Eing” Tom thiy xAu hd. “Tét nhién, bb va 6 rat wui. .. chi i hoi bit ngd, ma con dinh & ddy bao lau. ..?”

“Bb dimng lo, khong sao dau. Con s& quay lai London.” D6i mit xanh ctia Georgia day nuréc khi con bé 1 lai. “Con xin 161 d laim phién. .. Con s& timai
d6 chiu duoc con...”

“Doi d4, con khong duoc di, tit nhién con s& & lai!” Tom quay lai voi Abbie va bat ra nhitng 1i d6 trong lo Fing, “Em ddng y phai khong em yéu?”
Cleo dang t6 mdng chén thi chudng dién thoai reo.

“A 167" Ui, mdt giot son mong tay méu hdng hoa anh thao 16 xubng canh chén khi ¢6 kep dién thoai giita vai va cam

“Chao, chi day,” Giong ctia Abbie. “Ra ngoai quan ruou di”

“Hirm. Khong dau. Em ¢ nha nghi théi. Thire ra em dang t6 mong chan va chi vira lamem. ..”

“Chi khong dinh hoi em,” Abbie ngit 1i. “Chi bao emra day vi chi cin em.”

“Ha? Sao co?” Pay nip lo son mong tay Rimmel, Cleo thing ngudi day. “Sao giong chi nghe la va vang thé?”

“Chi dang trong phong vé sinh. Di tron. Bao lu nita emra duoc?”

Chuyén quéi gi dang xay ra vay? “A, ho bao thir nay kho trong vong sau muroi gidy. Em chi can méc quin 4o vao thoi. A, ¢6 diéu em vira tia 1ng may.
Ngay sau khi chiing bot do, emsg...”

“irng lo chuyén long may nita.” Abbie budt ra. “Ra ddy ngay bay gior di.”

No6i thé thi d&, nhung Cleo biét rit & 1a sau khi bi nhd nhiét tinh, ving da quanh 1ong may cuia ¢6 s€ do bung kén nhur dén né 6ng va cir thé do rit lau.
Nhung giong Abbie nghe tuyét vong qua. Thét diing cam, ¢6 méc quan o va sy tam mi toc, danh hai phit trang diém nhe nhang rdi danh mot 16p phan
tring dudi Ibng may dé gidu di vung da bi ton thuong nhét.

Cleo kiém tra lai mt minh trong grong. Trong c6 van that nuc cudi nhung khong sao. Di sao cting vui khi c6 nguoi can minh. Va vi Abbie hiém khi can
¢0 trong nhiing tinh hudng kich tinh nhu the, ¢d mao mudi doan xem chuyén lan ndy 1a gi.

Dy doén dugc khang dinh khi 0 61 quén rugu va nhin thiy 6 bé toc vang ¢6 doi mét ctia Tom démg bén canh Tom va Abbie. C6 khong gip con bé
lan trude, nhung 16 rang 1a né da quay lai. Toi nghiép Abbie; hy vong day chi 1a chuyén thim ngan thdi. Ngay ca bay gio, trong chi dy van nhot nhat va
nhu bi b roi; nhur ngurdi ngoai ria khdng ai muon nhdy cung trong ti€c khi€u vil.



“O nhin kia, Cleo ti kia.” Gia vo ngac nhién, Abbie goi ¢0 toi. “Georgia, ddy la emctia ¢d. Cleo, day la Georgia. Ma emkhong biét dau, Georgia s& t6i
0 cling vo chong chi! C6 tuyét khong?”

Troi dét oi. Thao ndo trong mét Abbie hoi dai.

“Chao, hay qua.” Khong biét phéi chao con bé dang ra 1 chéu ctia ¢6 thé nao, Cleo gio tay ra trude khi nhin ra Georgia dinh tién t6i hon phot, nén ca
hai trong giong nhur ngurdi moi hoc diéu nhdy Morris, ddng tic nira voi ling ta ung ting. “Em dinh ¢ day bao 1au?”

“Em cling chura biét. Em & chuyén hén vé day!” Nghiéng v& phia Tom - 6i trdi, that ky la khi nghif anh &y | b6 con bé - Georgia n6i vui vé, “C6 khi dén
lic bay nmuroi tudi em van con ¢ day!”

Vay d6 1a Iy do giong Abbie lai dau dén thé trong dién thoai.
“Cleo ubng gi khong?” Tom Iy vi ra.
‘C (') a'”

“A, em hy vong chi khong phién khi em n6i diéu nay.” Georgia nhin gin c¢6 hon. “Nhung c6 phai chi bi di tmg phén ké niit khong? Cha 1 mét chi trong
cu do tay ény.”

“Chi biét lam gi day.” Nira tiéng sau Abbie lAm bam khi hai nguoi déu di vé sinh. “Lam sao chi ¢6 thé n6i khong dugce. Con bé khong con noi nao dé
dénca”

“Oi troi, that 1a bat cong cho chi.” Cleo 6m ly chi.

“Con Tom thi rat xtic dong; glong nhur mdt gide mo thanh hién thre. Anh 4y dang c6 glau, nhung khong thé. Vaclr mdi fin nghi dén chi lai thay budn
n6n.” Abbie ic dau. “Nhung rdi chi tur nhi d6 khong phai 16i ctia con bé, va chi tir thiy ghét minh vi d t6 ra xiu xa nhu vay. Chéc chi i quai vat
qua...”

“Nghe ndy, chi dang bi sdc. Va chi chéc chéin khong phai a quai vat. R&i s& sudn sé hon thoi. Moi thir & 6n dinh lai va moi ngudi s& quen voi vige song
chung véi nhau.” Cleo biét co thé c6 chi dang ndi v& van, nhung ¢6 con biét n6i g khac day? “Ma day la ddi Channings. Con bé d quen séng &
London. Chi hai tuan thoi rdi con bé s& khong chiu nbi vi budn chan. N6 s& phai cau xin duoc chuyén di thoi.”

“Puoc nhur thé thi tot qua,” Abbie tho dai.

Canh ctra bat mo, Georgia vui vé noi, “Pang ndi chuyén vé chdu a?”

Con bé khdng nghe thdy ho néi gi. “Khéng,” Abbie grong cuoi.

“C6 noi mt chit,” Cleo noi.

“Dling 1 n6i vé& chau rdi. Chau dau ¢ ngbe. Khong sao, chéu khong phién dau.”

“Thyc ra Abbie dang bi dau dAu, nhung chi 4y lo em & cho I chi 4y Iy ¢ bo vé. Chi dy khong dugc khoe,” Cleo ndi tiép, “nén chi Ay phai vé nha
uong thudce giam dau.”

“Oi kh than ¢6, dang ra c6 phai n6i voi chéu! C6 cir vé di a,” Georgia kéu Ién, t ra thong cam qua mirc khi mdt ngudi binh thirdng nhét trong dam
dong noi rang ho phai ve. “Chau va bo khong sao daua.”

“Em ciing s& ¢ lai.” Cleo git dau v6i Abbie, ¢6 16 rang khong vui vé gi. “Pi di, chi vé nha di.”
Camdong vi cai cé d6, Abbie vé nha va Georgia cling Cleo quay lai v6i Tom & quiy ruou. Georgia ndi giong quan tim, “Ai kia, & déng kia kia?”

Lic ho di vé sinh, Johnny va Ash cing dén va ho dang choi bi-a. T01 nay trong Johnny dep trai hon bao gio hét trong 40 so' mi tring va quin jean, to¢ T
xudng d6i mit den. Ash, luon xuénh xoang trong cach n méc thi van cai 4o ni do thimg thinh trong gidng nhur 6ng gid Noel trong ngay nghi.

“MAy ngudi dan dia phurong thoi.” Cleo thay di dé tai, “Thé em dinh lim gi? C6 y tudng i chura?” Dy I con bé vira danh vai tun fién &n khong ngdi
10i bén hd boi & BS Pao Nha; ¢6 thue si hy vong Georga khong dinh chuyén vé nha Tom va Abbie, an tan pha hai roi sau d6 bo ho dinhur 1a... hang
triéu dira toc vang vi thanh nién ludi nhac khac trén the gidi, nhung d6 khong phai 1 van d€ chinh.

Ban dang doc truyén Minh Thur Yéu Nhé, Cleo? duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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“Di nhién rdi!” Vuon qgu(‘yi ra trude, Georgia h6 hoi n6i, “Budn cudi thit, em dapg dinh hdi chi chuyén ndy. K& hoach ctia em 4 tao dung mdt co s&
kinh doanh. Chi phi thap nhat, lgi nhudn cao nhat, gio lam vi€e linh dong, nghe the nao a?”

“Nghe nhur bd vira duge Bm b ciia ty phi Richard Branson dy.” Tom Eip bap, “Troi dat.”

“Hinh thirc kinh doanh gi co?”” Cleo noi.

“La quin 40.”

Viy ciiing khong hén 1 Richard Branson. “That 47"

“Tai sao khong? Em thich la quan 40. Em Iudn 1 tat ca quin 4o ctia hai me con tir khi em murdi mot tudi.” Georgia n6i giong mo' mang, “Tuyét Jam, im
cho quén 40 nhau nhi va 16n x6n trd nén pmng phiu v hoan hdo. Gidng nhur thiét p nén trat tur trong ddng hdn don. Va minh c6 thé rao gia mot bang
hai muroi mdt cdi do! La mit cdi do thi mét miy phit chir! Nam phit. Qué d& dang, Va em con c6 thé vira i vira xem ti vi nita.” Trong con bé rat hai
1ong v6i chinh minh. “Em chi cin mdt cai ban 1a thi!”

“Va mt céi cdu 1, Cleo néi.

“Rdi moc treo. Rét rat nhidu moc treo.” Oi, khong phai ¢ dang dinh imno cut himg ddy chir?

“Ding. Ré thoi ma.”

“R4i to roi dé quang céo vé dich vy ndy.”

“Puge roiil.”

“Rdi phurong tién van chuyén.”

“Khong nhét thiét néu em bao moi ngudi mang d6 dén nha minh va dén Iy khi hoan tha

Tom lic dAu. “Nhu vay khong dugce. Dich vu la quén 40 phai nhan va tra db tn noi. Chic chén con cAn mjt xe tai nho.”

“Puge 16i, quén chuyén 1 quin 4o di viy.” Georgia phong ma thdi phi thanh tiéng va hat toc ra sau. “Con nghi d6 1a y twéng hay, nhung c6 vé nhu
khong phai. Ma con con dinh thué may bac nghi huu [am cing co. Nlung khong sao, con ¢t song bang tién tro cap thoi vay.”

“Cho da...” Tomnoi
“Con s& thit nghiép va an bam bd. D& dang hon nhiéu.” Anh n¥it con bé dan hudng vé phia ban bi-a.
“Nghe ndy, chéc chin ta ¢6 thé...”

“Hay con c6 thé trd thanh vii cong mia cot. Nghé d6 kiém duoge m Rdi con c6 thé tiét kiém tién mua xe tai. Nhin kia, ho choi xong van do 1oi. Chiem
minh dén choi mit van d6i di.”

“Khong” Cleo liéc vé phia Johnny dang cudi vi Ash dang tung himg méy qua bong hét sirc Am1i “Ma cau ta qué gia so voiem.”
“Sao co? Anh 4y bao nhiéu tudi?”’

“Ba murol.”

Mt Georgia mo to. “That 4?”

Cam giac nhur bi theo di. Ash quay lai nhin Cleo do xét, “Chuyén gi d6? Cau dang c6 tinh ¥ v6i qua mong hép dan cia t& ddy 42

Cleo dinh m6 mi¢ng ci lai ring c6 biét nhidu thir con dep hon thé nhiéu nhung Georgia nhanh hon, “Chi Cleo vira ndi voi em vé anh. Em khong nghi |
anh nhidu tudi thé.”

Ha? Cleo ngd ngang nhin lai.
“Léo toét. Thé em nghi anh bao nhiéu tubi?”” Ash hoi. “Sau muroi nham tudi 42

Georgia cudi rang 16, “Em nghi khoang hai lim hai sau tudi.”



“Nhung diing 14 anh moi hai kim ms.” Ash nhuéng naiy. “Mu phi thity d6 bao anh bao nhiéu tudi?”

“Chi 4y n6i anh ba muroi!”

Cleo rét ngac nhién; két luan voi vang thanh ra thé nay day. “Khong phai. Y chi i Johnny méi ba muroi tubi.”
“Johnny I ai co? A, i anh phai khong?”” Con bé thoang nhén ra Johnny rdi quay lai v6i Ash. “Thé tén anh a g?”

Chi mdt loang sau, con bé da ra ban bi-a, ndi chuyén voi Ash va hai nguoi tro chuyén d& dang nhur khong. Cleo nghe thiy anh néi véi Georgia l ¢,
Cleo, thurc ra d& ndim muroi bay tudi.

“Con bé qua nho so voi Johmy, chic chin roi” Tom dimg bén canh dang lo ling, anh ciing nghi gidong Cleo. “Oi troi, im sao anh xtr Iy ndi chuyén nay
day. Anh da bd qua mat murdi tam ndm thye hanh roi.”

“Em s& ndi chuyén vi con bé.” Nhur cach ¢b ni voi Fia Newman thi chiing ¢6 tac dung g, nhung c6 phai c6 ging vi Tom Cleo lam m0t ngum; néu
chuyén khac di thi c6 da 1a di ctia Georgia. Di Cleo tuyét voi, sanh di€u, tai nang, luon vui vé, khong bao gio cau nhau vé may chuyén linh tinh, va da day
con bé doi mii ni mém that phong céach.

Thoi nio, ¢6 dinh dia ai chi? C6 ctr di mii lén I trong giong nhur bénh nhan trong nha diéu dudng durgc ra ngodi choi. Pau 6 chédc | bi méo hay sao
d6. Nhung 6 van c6 thé 1 ba di trén danh nghia, c6 thé 1 chang biét gi vé mii, nhung van 1 ngudi ban tot va cho con bé nhitng 16i khuyén that bo ich
ve dan dng va cac moi quan hé.

Prc biét i vé mdt ngudi ma n6 khong nén coi . ..

“Anh s& mua cho con bé cai xe tai,” Tom noi.

‘éHé?’?

“MOot céi 16 ré thoi, dé no c6 thé bét du cong viée.” RS rang anh dang suy nghi rat lung, “Khong thé dé n6 di mia cot duge.”

“A, khong,” Georgia 10 rang chi ndi vay dé lam anh s¢' m mua xe cho 16, nhung anh khong thé lidu dé n6 am nhur thé duoc.

“Vay 4, emda gip con bé.” Tom ¢b gidu giong tur hio nhung khong thanh, nhin dtra con gii vira tim lai duoc tir xa. “Cé phan quyét gi thi phan di?”

Cleo ve:u} ludn yéu quy Tom. C6 cham vao tay anh va n6i nhe nhang, “Emnghi, con bé c6 ca tinh, va n6 s€ thay d6i cudc doi anh. Nhung chuyén nay
khong dé doi vai Abbie. Plmg dé chi ay thay minh bi bo mac nhé.”

Anh t6 ra ngac nhién. “C6 ay khong bi bo mic. Chuyén ndy lién quan dén tét ca moi ngudi ma.”

Cleo chim chdm gt dau. C6 luon yéu quy Tom nhung anh khéng gioi nim bt cam xtic ctia phu nit Fim. “OK,, em chi néi  chi 4y ¢6 thé khong cam
thay nhu vay thoi.”

Anh Fic d4u, chuyén nay r3 rang ki khé hiéu dbi voi anh. “Nghe ny, anh biét, nhung chi may ngay thoi rdi moi chuyén s& n.”

Ba van bi-a sau d6, Georgia n6i, “Céi anh tén i g d6 di dau roi? Ban cia anh 4y?”

“Johnny. Anh khong goi anh ta 1a ban,” Ash noi

“Anh ta chi 1 tén khén co thé théng anh bi-a thoi. Ma anh ta bo vé dugc hai muoi phit rdi. C6 nghia i dén ot anh danh thing em.”

“Anh thire sy nghi viy 42 Cuoi khoe lim dong tién, Georgia vay ngon tay vé phia cau ta. “Tuyét im, ctr thir xem Roi anh s& bj danh bai mot céch é
ché, mot lan nira.”

Cleo quan sat, ngac nhién khi thdy Georgia th o vi viée Johnny da bo vé.
Pén murdi rudi thi Ash ciing vé nha.

“Cha,” Georgia i khi anh da v&. “Em yéu anh 4y.”

Cleo cudi, hai ngudi rd rang ndi chuyén rat hop nhau. “T6t, chi rat nimg.”

“Thé c6 ding I anh 4y vin ddc than khong? Y em I, anh y noi anh 4y khong c6 ban gai, nhung chi biét bon dan dng thé ndo m. Em khong mudn di lai
voi anh dy 10i phat hién ra Ia anh ay bat ca hai tay.”

bi lai a? Cleo giat minh. “Khi emndi emyéu cauta...”

“Y em la em yéu anh 4y thyc sy. D6 chinh 1 hinh turong ngudi dan 6ng hoan hao. Ping, em biét,” cam Georga nghleng nghiéng dung V€ ngang nganh
ctia mdt dira tré, “nhung em 12 vy ddy. Theo em thi tinh cich quan trong hon hinh déng bén ngoai rét nhiéu. Em rat cin mdt ngudi biét cach lam em vui



vé. Tin e di, emda hen ho vi nhidu dira con trai t0t méi rdi. Roi chiing chong thi chiy chi s& thy chén vi chi nhin ngim bon ching, nhin vao doi miit dep,
r6i meé mén cai. .., emkhong biet, rang hay cai gl d6 hoan héo cua ching. Neu bon ching khong biet cach lam em cuoi thi em khong them. Emtha hen
ho véi tam &p phich trén trong nha chi con hon.”

Mbi con bé cong Ién ché nhao khi n6i. Trdi dét, con bé thue su nghiém tiic. Cleo im king udng hét Iy mude, thé ma cé t6i ¢6 va Tomda cho ring con bé
suyt 1a chdu ctia ¢6 thich Johnny co.

“Theo chi thi anh 4y c6 thich em khong?”” Georgia hd hoi hoi.

“Um, chi chiic chin 14 ¢6,” Cleo nhin Tom, anh dang thich thi1 véi thai o bdc truc cua con gai.

“Tét. Viemthue sy yéu anh y. Rét nhidu. Cho di anh 4y | nguoi giao sita. Thé chi c6 nghi i em nén hen gip anh 4y khong, hay cho anh 4y moi?”
Céu dua vé nguoi giao sita 1 chiéu ma Ash hay ding dé Iy c6 vé sém.

“Néu 14 chi thi chi s& chd,” Cleo néi. “Lam minh cao gia mot chitt. Thong thuong dan 6ng thich duge chii dong.”

“Mién i anh dy quyét dinh sém va kim sém di.”

Georgia st rudt gd nhitng ngén tay manh dé vao cy gdy choi bi-a. “Em ghét miy ngudi cir to vé cao gia. Tht 1 phi thoi gian.”

Trdi dat. Néu Georgia dugc theo ¥ minh, thi con bé va Ash s& cudi nhau ngay sau 1 Phuc sinh thoi.

Tomda dilam Abbie, ic nay dang ban phdt bo Ién banh mi nrdng va ubng tra, s& phai di lam trong muroi phit nita. Lic ¢ trén gac da phai ron rén
tranh 1am phién vi khach mdi trong nha, c6 git thét minh khi canh ctra mo toang va Georgla vao bép trong bo do ngli soc xanh tim va mai toc 1éch sang
mit bén.

“Chao chau!” Abbie biét giong c6 hoi cao qua nhung khong dimg dugc; giong ¢6 ¢t nhu vay. “Chau ngi thé nao?”

“Chdu cam on. Chau dang mo mot gidc mo tuyét voi thi tinh day.” Con bé ngimg lai. “O dudi ndy c6 ai nita khong a?”

“Khong, Néu chau hoi Tom thi bd chau di m lic tam gio rdi.”

Niém hy vong trong mét Georgia tit ngim. Con bé ngi ngi It tay vao md toc r6i. “A, ding rdi. Chéu ubng mot tach tra duoc khong?”

Con bé mudn ¢6 tra 1i thé nio day? Khong duoc?

“Tét nhién rdi! Chau cir tur nhién nhé!”” Abbie thu minh lai; ¢6 dtmg d6 nhung tri 6¢ & noi khac, chim dm trong mot rimg dau chdm than. “Bot ngii cdc,
banh mi nudng. .. ¢6 nudc xot, mit ong, mirt mo, mirt dau den, trimg, ..”

“Cam on 0, chau chi ubng tra thoi. Pau c6 da do dau chua?”
“Al” C6 da quén vé chuyén dau dau gia t6i qua. “Roil Hét dau il Hom nay chau c6 ké hoach gi khong?”

Georgia nhin vai tha ti trd vao cbe. “Chau khong biét. Chéc chéu chi nghi ngoi xem ti vi mot ti thoi.” Con bé nhén miii khi nghe cai radio dat trén bau
ctra sO choi bai ctia Neil Diamond. “D6 c¢6 phai dai Radio 2 khong a?”’

Con bé ndi nhur thé d6 I churong trinh phét thanh tir thoi d6 dé dy. Pay c6 phai cachnd béo co Ia tir nay ho s& phai nghe nhitng churong trinh hop thoi va
hi¢n dai khong? Cam thay nhu minh da ca tram tudi, Abbie khong che, “Khong, do a...”

“Ma thoi, cb co biét ngudi giao sira xong viée lic ndo khong?”

“Céi gi c0?” DAy c6 phai cau db khong?

“Thi ngudi giao sita cho cac nha dy. Ho bét du kim rdt sém nén ciing xong viée sém. Chau khong biét ¢o ¢6 biét ho khong”

“C6 khong biét. Chéc khoang giita trra.” Chiic Georgia khong dinh lam viéc nay chir? Dang voi, Abbie vira c&n nhdm nhoam mdt miéng banh mi nuéng
vira kiém tra toc trong guong. C6 thich Neil Diamond. Néu dang ¢ nha mdt minh thi c6 da hat theo, tham chi con nhay mot chit trong phong bép. C6
mot dira vi thanh nién rt thich ché bai trong nha nhur thé ndy s& lam thay ddi cude sdng ctia co nhiu hon ¢6 tuwong. C6 nhai, nubt rdi udng mdt ngum tra
cuc nong i thém modt miéng banh mi nira. Chic Georgia ciing s& khong thich cac chuong trinh ti vi giéng c6, Abbsie thi thich dén phét nghién.

Oi troi, nghe ndy, minh B mdt nguoi cuc ky xdu xa. ..

“Poi d4!” Georgia gio tay lén. “Xin 161, ¢6 im king mot chit duoc khong?”

Cha, thé nay thi qua dang qua. Gio cd con khong dugc phép an banh mi trong nha bép ctia minh nita 42 Nhung thit mre cudi, du buc tirc nhu vdy,

Abbie thiy minh van ngimg nhai. Georgia chiam chi nghe cai gi d6; ¢6 phai n nghe thiy c6 ngudi vira dot nhap vao nha tir cira sau khong? Hay mot
con chudt lwon qua san nha? Hay mdt con chim dang hét ngoai vuon? Cé  con bé khong thich cude song hoang da lim



“Céi gi d6?” Sau khi nghe vai gidy, Abbie n6i, “C6 ching nghe thiy gi ca.”

“Anh 4y d6.” Georgia chi tay vao cai dai bén cira s6 qua! Nhur 1 c6 hin mot Chris Moyles[1]cho riéng minh vdy.
[1] Nguoi din chirong trinh ndi tiéng ctia BBC Radio.

Ban dang doc truyén Minh Thur Yéu Nhé, Cleo? dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Fia ngac nhién thdy moi thir da thay doi thé ndo sau mdt thang, Chi vai tuin trude, cong viée budi sang ciia ¢ bao gdm thire ddy vao tam gio sang, bt
dau Am viéc trong ctra hang ctia me chong lic chin gid, va trong ic khong phéi lich sur tiép khach hang thi ¢6 s& phai kién nhin nghe ba me chong lién
tiép n6i chuyén phiémy, chi trich hay nhan xét chuyén trén troi. Thinh thoang lai chém vao, di nhién rdi, vai 101 khen qua mirc cho Will

Nihia 13 rit budn chan, chua ké con lip lai. Vivien thich nhéc di nhiic lai md ¥ kién nhiing xi ctia minh, va dic biét thich chds cho t6i di khéch hang da ra
khoi cira dé ché kiéu toc, hay giong ndi, hay gu &n mic khac ngudi ctia ho. Giong nhu bi nhbt tam tiéng mbi ngdy trong churong trinh Khoéng Nén Mic Gi
cho cac ba cgic cd vay. Fia dang ra da tim viéc khac tir rrﬁy thang trudc, nhung mdi 1an ¢d nhic dén viee d6, Will lai khé chiu, ¢6 s& Bmcé anh ta Bn
me anh ta budn.

Va dung la nhe da khi c6 tin 10i anh ta. Trong khi trén thuc té, anh ta da diéu khién c6, 1am c6 mét moi tinh thin vi anh ta va Vivien, trong khi anh ta séng
phong ting,

Nhin lai, ¢ khong thé tin dugc minh da nhe da dén vay. D6 1 hau qua khi ta d& tin ngudi. Gio c6 da cho tét ca vao qua khir. Will va ba me hach dich ac
mong clia anh ta cd thé nhdy dung Ién; day la cudc song madi ctia cd va tir nay co s€ khong dé ai bat nat minh nira.

Tir nay ¢d s& tur quyét dinh xem minh mubn gl va s& theo dudi nd.
Ai dam [am thi s& thanh cong, kiéu nhu vay. Ngoai ra, moi viéc déu tién trién tot. C6 da dam lam va cho t6i lic ndy thi ¢ van dang thfmg,

Tuyét voi hon ca la ¢6 dang rat yeu cong viée tir trén troi roi xubng nay. Ngay ca khi ¢6 phai thirc ddy vao lic sau gidr sang dé ra cho' mua dd ndu trong
ngiy, 10i mang vé va danh ca ba tiéng sau d6 dé chuan bi.

‘Lalila,lalala” Eatheo tléng nhac trong dia CD, Fia got v xong va bd khoai tay lam tur cho mon banh shepherd 10i tha ching vao ndi nue trén
bép. Tir cira s bép cd 6 thé nhin ra khu virdn ctia quén o, thinh thoang c6 may con tho hoang nhdy lung tung va chim chuyén canh an méy qua dau
va hat nhur ngh¢ sinhao Ion. C6 yéu thich sy yén tinh ban som, va ddi lap v6i nd 1 khong khi dn udng dn a0 khi quan md cira. Di nhién cong viée c6 vat
va, nhung ai cling khen ngoi tai ndu an cta co, diéu d6 qua dit dé dén bu lai. Chua bao gid ¢6 nhan dwoc nhidu 16 khen nhur thé. C6 18 t6i mdt ngy su
mdi mé ndy s& hét, nhung gio chua dén lic d6.

Frank, chii quan ruou, vao bép khi c6 dang xao hanh xdt It bang bo va dau.

“Chao budi sang, c6 bé. Ml thom qua. Ca phé khong?”

“Chao cht Frank. C6 a.” C6 réc duong vao chd hanh xao. “Chéu dang dinh lim banh shepherd, bé xao ndm, ca ri bo, ga va thit him toi ty.”

“Tuyét lim. Bita trra nay d c6 muroi hai nguoi dat chd 16i. Mafly 6 moi lan Vén an & quan Beer nghe tiéng ciing sip qua ddy. Tiéng lanh don xa ddy, ¢6
bé.” Frank vo vao lung c6. “Chau sap trd thanh ngbi sao nhd 161 d6, mdt dau bep Hugh Fearnley- Whittingstall moi.”

Fia khong dam bt khoc. Frank chi c6 y khen c6.

“Nhin Ién kia.” Frank liéc ra ngoai cira s6. “Cé con tho & hudng hai gio kia. Khau sting ctia chi dau nhi?”
Va d6i khi 6ng dy nghi minh [ Hung Fearnley- Whittingstall

“Dlmg giét bon ching, Chau thich nhin ching nhay chd nay chd khac.”

“Miat himg, Liic an hét db rau qua ctia minh thi mAy con tho nhép d6 ciling ching d4ng yéu lim dau.” Frank d6 nurée néng vao hai cai cde va hit dau vé
phia may choi dia trén gia bén trén ti lanh. “Chau dang nghe cai gi thé kia?”

“Carmina Burana. Ctia Carl Orff. Chi1 thich khong?”’

Ong cudi. “Chura bao gios thich céi thir nhac ¢b dién d6. Chi Elvis thoi, ic ndo ciing thé.”
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C6 ¢6 thuyét phuc duroc ong khong day? “Nghe thir niy rat thir giéin. Chéu chi thich vira lim vira nghe nhu vay.”

Frank nghe mdt vai gidy, khong 4n tuong im. Cubi cling 6ng ndi, “Chéu nén nghe dai di. Thé c6 phai vui vé hon khong?”

Vui vé 4? Dén luot Fia nhéin méit. Me ctia Will a tin d6 ciia Radio 4 v Juon ludn bét kénh nay trong cira hang, Khi khong binh pham khéch hing, Vivien
lai chi trich hau hét moi thir trén dai va cir vo ich tur cai nhau mot minh véi nguoi dan churong trinh. Phai dimg nghe ba me chong ngoan ¢6 rit 1én, “Ong
¢d bao gio tu nghe minh n6i chura, 6ng gia ngu ngdc?” tir ngdy ndy qua ngdy khac lam cd mat hét hirng thii nghe dai.

“Chéu thir nghe kénh BWR xem,” Frank khing khiing, “Nghe churong trinh ctia Ash dy. Cau ta hém hinh Fim, c4i cau trai do.”

Fia lap tirc ndida gi. Hém hinh lima? Chi c6 diéu, nghe thi kho tin, nhung c6 vé nhur d6 la syr tht. Ti qua, khi dang lam viéc trong bép, ¢o nghe thdy
tiéng Ash cudi ngoai quiy ruou. Khi mang thirc 3n ra, ¢6 con tin mit nhin thiy anh ta cudi; Ash dang vira choi bi-a vdi Johnny vira tréu dtia va gan nhur
1 trung tdm cta cude vui. Nhung khi ¢6 di qua cudi voi anh ta, anh ta tang 1o quay di nhur thé co khong hé ton tai. Ma ddy ciing khong phai lin diu tién
chuyén nay dien ra. Bat ctr ai & d6i Channings cling déu hiéu khach va than thién, nhung Ash Parry-Jones uon doi xtr v6i c6 nhu nguroi khong moi ma
dén. Lic dau cd cho rang anh ta chi it ndi, xa cach, kh@ng’h(‘)a nhdp véi moi nguol. Trai qua hai tuan & day 96 phat hién ra thuc ra anh ta [ nguoi tu tin
va thoai mai véi nguoi khac, 6 rat ngac nhién, chura ké dén cam giac nhur bi tat mot cai vao mit. Vinhu theé c¢d nghiia 1a anh ta lanh nhat vi Iy do nao do.
Anh ta khong thich c6.

Va néu anh ta cir dién vai ké dé hoi kho chiu khong than thién thé thi chéing c6 viée gi ¢6 phéi nghe chuwrong trinh truyén thanh quy bau ctia anh ta, khong
can biét anh ta hai huée dén thé ndo.

Frank r0i khoi can bép. Fia tam bot mé hanh kho rdi thém mdt it rugu vang d6. Mudi phit sau, qua to md, cd tit dia CD. Néu BWR khong nimngay
trong danh muc kénh do san thi c6 da khong timra. Ngay Iic d6 c6 giat minh nghe giong ndi ctia Ash. Troi dt, that la khi nghe anh ta thé hi¢n dung ban
than minh, tinh nghich hdm hinh va hét strc thoai mai.

“... va d6 la Katy Melua, cho nhitng ai thich thir nhac nay. Du t6i ¢6 dang ndm trong quan ti vi c4i iPod va chi dugc nghe mot ca si hat thoi thi toi ciing
s€ ty tir néu do 1a co ta. Hoac George Formby.”

“Ai c0?” C6 giong phu nit tré trong studio. “Anh chang dim bdc ban méy xay thit nac 42

“C6 biét khong? C6 dang nhim véi George Foreman ddy, vi anh ta thi t6i sin sang nghe bing méy iPod khi & trong quan tai vi anh ta A mbt huyén
thoai, cho duranh ta khong hat. Nhung t6i noi vé George Formby co;, ngudi choi ken ukulele va hat theo mot 161 rat kho chiu. Ma t6i cling khong thich
Lonnie Donegan. Hay album The King of Skiffle. Boi vi t61 khong thich nhac skiffle,” Ash néi, “Nhung cting phai ndi skiffle 1 tir t6i yéu thich nhat moi
thoi dai. Cling giong nhu cac tir thi ddn Newyork hay lang bang.”

“Anh vira bia ra tir cudi cling!”

“Khong. C6 tir d6 that ddy.” Ash cii lai. “N6 c6 nghiia 1 Iong bong, Hay hon c¢6 doan déy, vi chéic ¢6 dodn n6 ¢6 nghiia I lang ben dung khong?”
C6 gai kia n6i, “Toi thich tir ti ma ti mén.”

“D6 Ia tir yéu thich ctia nha san xut clia ching t6i,” Ash n6i. “Khong biét tai sao. Nhung chéc i vi ong ta hay niic 4o len dan tay va dé cho me ongta
nhd vao khin mii xoa trude khi lau mit cho...”

C6 tiéng chan ngudi bén ngoai bép, Frank da | quay lai. Chua kip hiéu diéu g, Fia da wut gio tay ra chuyén tir dai sang dia CD. U, ¢6 thé a hoi tré con,
nhung ¢6 & khong cho Ash tyr méin khi biét réing ¢6 ¢6 nghe churong trinh ciia anh ta.

Néu anh ta cir lanh nhat va thiéu thén thién chang vi Iy do 16 rang ndo. . . thi dugc thoi. C6 ciing s& nhu vay.
“T6i chiic 1 em dang khong tin ndi minh lai may nin dén vAy phai khong?”

Cleo liéc méit vao gurong chiéu hau dé nhin khach hing va suyt gidt minh vi réing gia ciia . “Xin 16i, sao co a?”
“Khi em biét minh s& d6n ai dy. Khong chi mdt ngiy may niin ma 1 ca ba tudn may mén lién.”

“Vang, tt nhién r0i”” C6 gt dau nhe riing cuoi mot cach chuyén nghiép. Oi, vui thay. MG néim phit sau khi bt du mdt trong rét nhiéu chuyén di thoi
mi khéch hang da tur chimg t6 minh | mbt tén khén.

Thé ma 6ng Graham Céu kinh lai nghi, theo cung cach cau kinh quen thudc, 1 6ng ta dang trao cho c6 mdt an hué khi giao cho c6 viéc nay.

“Pay nhé; c6 s& nhdn viéc ndy.” Graham da nhay mit - Nhay niit that! - Khi ong ta dua cd t& gidy ghi lich hen ctia khach hang, “Quy ci va d& chiu, va
theo thong tin thu thap duoc thi con lai ua nhin nita. Ping bao t6i khong lam gi cho ¢6 ca nhé.”

“Oi, Carsey Kruger!” Vao van phong bé xiu dé tra chia khoa, Shelley liéc qua vai Cleo. “Hoi trurée chi con treo anh anh ta trén tuong phong ngi khi anh
ta dong phim On the Beach day.”

Cleo chura tirng xem phim On the Beach, mdt trong nhirg b phim truyén hinh xuat khau thanh cong ctia Uc, nhung ¢6 biét Carsey Kruger 12 ai. Nhu



Kylie v Jason hay rat nhiéu nghé siphim truyén hinh khac, gi dang dinh chuyén sang finh virc 4m nhac.

Gio thi gi dang ngdi day, nga ngudi trén ghé sau xe trong chiéc 40 so mi den khong cai khuy va quén jean siéu b6, udng Coca it dudng va dang ky tén
1én mot tap anh quang céo cua chinh gi. Trong ba tudn t6i, g s& dién vé nhac kich Beach party! Tai rap Bristol Hippodrome. Viée cta ¢6 la dén ga vao
mbi budi chidu tir khach san & ngoai vi Bath dura t6i rap hat, rdi sau d6 don gi sau mbdi budi dién quay trd vé khach san an toan.

“PAy.” Casey vuron vé phia trurde v vai ¢b khi xe ding & ng ba.

Cleo quay lai thdy gi dang dura c6 mdt birc hinh wira ky tén.

“O camon. Anh thit tot qua.”

O, c6 con biét ndi sao dy - Khong, cam on, that budn ndn qua a?

“C6 nhin thiy t6i viét cai gi trén d6 khong?” Casey ¢ vé hai ong vdi chinh minh. Liéc xudng dong chit, Cleo doc: “Giri Cleo, ngudi dep lam toi phat
dién! Yéu em, Casey Kruger xxx.”

Nghe nhat hon ta twdng vi gap aima gi cha phun ra tir “Nguoi dep”™ May ndm trude, khi xuat hién trong mdt churong trinh tir thién. g con ndi nhur vay
voi cong chia Anne[1], va néu thé khong ¢t dé chirng minh g 13 tén khon tram phan tram thi khong biet con cai gi khac nita.

[1] Con géi duy nhét ctia nit hoang Elizabeth I1.

“Hay khong? V2 t6i viét thém dong ‘Lam toi phat dién vi em 13 tai x[2] ciia ti va em s& tiép tuc cong viée ndy trong ba tuan toi.”
[2] Choi chi: “Driving me crazy” (Lam toi phat dién) va “Driver” (Tai xé).

C6 mim cuoi git ddu. Véi tbe do nay thi co s& cam thy dai nhur vai ndm

“Ma em biét khong, Ching ta s& rat vui, hai ching ta by Cudi mt minh 10i nhip mdt ngum Coca it dudng, Casey kéo kinh ctra sb t6i miu xudng dé
moi nguoi dirng ¢ bén xe buyt ¢d thé nhin thay minh. Ga gat dau va kéo tay lich thiép trurde khi kéo kinh 1én.

“Cleo, ké t6i nghe vé& emdi. Em c6 hdmmd bd phim On the Beach t6i dong hdi d6 khong?”
Oi troi, chua gi ¢6 da cam thdy nhu miy nidm trdi qua 1di. C 18 ¢6 ¢6 thé thuyét phyc Shelley dbi viéc cho minh.
Ban dang doc truyén Minh Thur Yéu Nhé, Cleo? duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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An trua voi nha san XUAt xong, 10 tyr dung lai mudn di mua gu@m 40 moi nén 61 bbn gidr chiéu Ash moi vé téi nha. Khi 16 mot dong tli ra khoi thing xe,
anh nghe c6 tiéng chan dang sau. Tiéng chan di kién quyét lam. Trong mot thoang tim anh nhdy 1én khi nghi 6 1a Fia. Quay lai, anh d6i mit voi. ..

Khong phai a Fia. D6 13 Georgie - Khong, Georgia, dtra con gai mudi tam tudi, sinh ra nhr cdy tinh tring ctia Tom Wells. Tinh huéng ndy ky cuc qua.
“Chao, anh khoe khong?”” Giong va vé mit ctia con bé cd vé turoi tinh. “Em tuéng anh s& vé sém hon co!”

Primg thing ddy dap cai cdp xudng. Ashnéi, “A, bay gidr anh khong phéi deo cai thiét bi theo di dién tir nita nén ¢6 thé di bao lau ciing dugc.”
Trong mdt thoang, d6i nit xanh ciia con bé mo to nhur céi dia. “C6 thit anh deo thir d6 khong?”

“Khéng,”

“Oi, phit!”

Georgia cudi véi cau ta. “Em da doi anh ddy. Biét sao khong?”

C4u ta nhin vai. “Khong biét. Em 1 em gai mét tich ctia anh 42

“Imda! Nghe nay. Em [ fan Ion nhét ctia anh! Em khong thé tin dugc sao anh khong bao em tir t6i qua i anh |a DJ1”
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“Anh rat khiém tdn ma,” Ash n6i déi.

“Thit tinh, em nghe chwrong trinh ctia anh séng nay. .. va anh hay tuyét. Ma tit ca nhitng chidu trd voi thinh gid tryc tuyén, dé ho giri mail tir khip noi trén
thé gidi dén, roi sang tic mot bai hat cho ho... déu hay tuyét! Anh bict khdng, anh con hay hon Chris Moyles nhiéu.

“V& diém nay thi anh khong ddng ¥ voi em duoc.”

“Em vao duoc khong?”

“Sao co?”

Co bé hét du vé cai cong “Vao nha anh ay. Anh c6 thé cho em xem anh mua nhitng gi. Bun cudi nhi. Néu emIon kn voi bd em¢ ddy, emda co thé
bict anh bao nhiéu nm nay roi. Ma em moi chi biét anh ttr hom qua thoi, nhung em ¢4 cam gide nhu em da bict anh bao namr6i dy! Anh biet khi nao hai
ngudi 6 vé timdau y hop va n6i chuyén hop ca v6i nhau khong? Em nght hai ching ta la nhu vay déy. Nao, dé xemanh mua nhiing d6 mdi gi ndo. Néu
anh ra ngoai mua mot 16 céc thir dé gy an tuong vdi em, thi em s&€ xem xem anh c6 thanh cong khong,”

Ash da mua nhitng thir nay dé 1am Fia ngac nhién, nhung anh ciing biét i gu thAm my vé quan 4o ctia minh rét t&. Vi Cleo khong & nha, c6 1§ anh danh
phai nhd dén nguroi san long gitip d& nay thoi. Cho dinguoi ¢6 hao y ndy dang mic 4o khodce mau tim, quéan so6c nhung ke xanh ngoc véi quan tat den,
va quang chiéc khan cham bi sac s& nhi¢u mau.

“Dlmg c6 nhin em thé,” Georgia méng “Phong cach ctia emrt tuyét. Emda phong cach im ddy.”

Ash Jic chia khoa xing xéng, “Di vio ndo.”

Trong phong khich, con bé cha can duge moi da t0 ra ty nhién thoai mai “0, Cainay lon qua!” Con bé chi vao tivi. “Em thich cach anh trang trf can
phong.”” N6 nhin quanh, ngam nghia bire twong trang nhu phan treo may bure dnh den tréng, tam thim xanh nhat, sofa cing ghe banh boc da 1on mau
den. “Khong gon gang laim, nhung cling khdng qua bira bon.”

“Cam on.” Pang nhiit miy td tap chi v béo wiit bira bai trén mit san, Ash lai thay ching xubng,

Georga cuoi, khoe hamrangtrangnhtr ngoc. “Em s& nghe churong trinh ctia anh mbi sang. Gioy anh nic thir quan 40 mdi vao di. Khong sao dau, anh
khong can phai lén ting trén dau. ..

“0, tat nhién anh phéi kén trén thir o chi. Troi dat, em 1 kicu gi ddy?” Ash s& khong dé ai nhin thdy céi than the thira cAn ciia minh, cam on nhé; ngay
cd trén bai bién, anh cling mic kin cong cao tudng. Cdi tran dén tan thit lung trude mit mdt con bé murdi tam tudi manh khanh, tinh tinh bdc truc Ia
chuyén khong bao gio xay ra.

“La kiéu nhur em thoi.” Binh than, Georgia n6i, “Em i doc nhit vo nhi.”

“Third la thé r6i.”

Khi anh quay lai, con bé nheo nit quan sat.

“Nhin thé I sa0?”” Ash liéc mt xudng ¥ muén béo vé so mi va a0 khoéc.

“Moi thir déu khong 6n.”

“Chét tiét, anh mat ca trim bang dé mua ddng nay ddy.”

“Binh finh d3, qu?}n 4o thi khong sao. Chi la cé}ch anh mic thoi.” Nhay x4 tir sofa xuéng, con bé bat dau nhanh chéng cdi ctic, xén ¢b tay 4o Ién, chinh cd
40 va ndi 1ong cho 4o bi nhét qua chat vao quan. “Anh phai tha long nguoi. Cir daé moi thir linh dong va ty nhién. Va mang thir nay,” Con bé ly céi do
len hoa tiét zigzag sang mau ra khoi tti nhw dang cim mot con rén chét, “Tra luon vé cira hang.”

Cai 4o len zigzag hiéu Ted Baker I cai anh thich nhét. “Khong, khong,” Ash ic dau. “Anh s& giir c4i d6.”

“Oi cha,” Georgia ndi nhe nhang, “Anh bt dau tiéc vi da nhé em giiip dung khong?”

“Thire ra anh khong hé nho em nhé. Em cir xdng xdc vao déy rdi ra lénh ny no nhr ba tudng dy.”

“Em xin 161, em biét d6i khi minh cting hoi kho chiu. Em thure sy mudn giip thoi.”” Con bé virt cai tti Ted Baker Ién sofa va quay lai dung ¢d 40 khoac
cta anh En. “Do, nhu thé t6t hon nhiéu,Dil em khéng bi€t tai sao em lai lam the nay, vi s& chi lam cho bon con gai chay theo anh nhi€u hon thdi.” Ash
nhin con bé nghi ngo. “Em tréu gi anh day?” Vi néu dung vay thi anh khong thich ti nao.

“Q khong, sao em phai lam t‘hé chir. Anh tuyét Jim m3.” Con bé nhin anh chiim chi, khong hé chdp d6i mit xanh van vét.. “Anh khong biét tai sao em
dén day a? Embi anh hép hon mat roi.”

Anh tho ra. “Pugc, ai bao em lam chuyén nay?”’ Néud6 1a Cleo, anh s& viin ¢b ¢0.



“Khong ai ca!” Georgia gio tay, nhe nhang lrt mu ngon tay én it anh. Khi anh i lai, con bé n6i, “Toi qua em da ¢6 cam gidc ndy rdi. Em ciing hy
vong anh cam thay nhu vdy. D9 1a lic em chua biét anh lam ¢ dai phat thanh. Chirng t6 em khong phai may dira fan cuong nhiét hay hét ho.”

Ash B¢ dau. “Tro bip bom gi ddy.”

“Khong phai. U'thi anh khong dep trai, nhung em khong can cai d6,” Georgia n6i. “Chua bao gid cé. Lan ndo em ciing chon theo tinh cach. Khi tat ca
hoi ban em déu chay theo Zac Efron, thi em treo anh ctia James Corden trén tuong, Gio emda gip anh.”” Con bé nhich thém mdt chit gan anh hon. “Em
nght hai dra minh rat hop nhau. Va anh phdi muon c6 em”

That 13 vo thure. “Tai sao anh lai phai mudn c6 em chit?”

“Viemdep va cuc ky ca tinh.” Con bé cuoi. “Cé gi khdng thich chir?”

“Nay, dimg t6 vé ngac nhién thé chir. Chuyén nay rat hay! Emmirmg vi da sang déy.” Con bé kiéng chan bat ngd thom Ién mbi Ash. RO, roi ra chi mit
phan nuroi gidy trurde khi Ash kip i lai, con bé noi, “Roi anh ciing s€ cam thay nirg nhu vay.”

Troi dét, con bé thue sy ¢6 ¥ d6. Ash lau miéng, gi dinh nhép vi son bong huong dua gang, “OK,, dimg ngay lai. Anh khong biét em dang dinh gio tro
g..”

“Vay anh lai day, dé em cho anh thiy.”
“Khéng. Bo ra.” Giong nhur dénh vét voi bach tude. G tay con bé ra, anh néi kién quyét, “Chuyén nay khong thé xay ra dugc. Khong bao gio.”
“Tai sao khong? Anh khong thé néi i em khong du dep dugc.” Georgia tirc gian. “Khong phéi em cing dau, nhung em biét em trong thé ndo.”

Anh biét conbé xAu hd ra sao. V& sirc hit ngoai hinh thi ngang doc gi con bé ciiing hon dirt anh. Ash n6i, “Nghe ndy, emrat hip dan. Nhung em m6i
Mol tm tuoi.”

“Thi sao?”” Con bé Ién giong.

“Nhur thé qué tré so v6ianh.”

“Troi dat, em déu phai dira tré con! Em [ ngudi 1on roi”

“Anh biét, anh biét, nhung d6 1 cach ctia anh. Anh luén thich phu nir hon hozic bang tubi. Chi . .. s¢ thich c4 nhan thoi.”

“Vay anh khong thich em. Anh tha hen v6i ai d6 gid hon va xau hon. Va ¢6 & béo hon nhicu nita.” Tay chdng kén b hong nho xiu, Georgia ndi, “Anh
bict nhu vay. .. sai lam dén thé nao khong?”

Ash guong cuoi. “U, anh biét.”

“Con chua ndi la rét khé chiu nira. Théi duge, ems€ tam nghi & day. Nhung dirng nghi 1a em s€ tir bd,” Con bé canh béo, “Vi ems& khong tir bd dau.
Emsg tiép tuc co gang chinh phuc anh bang tinh cach tuyét voi ctia em.”

I3
A 99

“Tat nhién cha ai camem co.

“Em & 1 fan s& mdt ctia anh. Va chuyén tudi tac khong thanh van dé, anh biét dy. Khong sao ca. Anh bao nhiéu tudi chir? Hai muroi bay? Hai muroi
tam?

“Hai muroi sau tubi,” Anh néi nghiém nghi. “Rudi”

“Anh théy chura, chéng thanh vin dé teo nao! Pugc, chic chin em s& khong tir bo.”

“Chtic em may éin vdy, vi chuyén d6 s& khong xay ra dau.”

Binh than, Georgia thay d6i chién thuét, “Em ma 1én dai thi s& tuyét im. Em Ién chuong trinh ctia anh dugc khong?”

“Khong, con lau!”

“Mit himg,”

“Anh biét, t& qua. Gid anh phai goi vai ct dién thoai va lam vai viéc day.” Béy con bé ra ctra, Ash ndi, “Nén anh e 1a s€ phai moiem...”

“Roi khoi ddy, duoc roi. Anh dang dudi em vé. Nhung em biét minh mudn gi va s& khong tir b cho 6 khi dat duge diéu do.” Con bé tang anh mbt ny
cuoi sang l6a khi bi day ra khoi nha. “Con mdt diéu nita vé chuyén tudi tac.”



“Ginira day?”

“Khi anh tam hai tudi thi em bay tur tudi.”

Tai sao, tai sao anh lai khong dwoc Fia ham muén va theo dudi ching chit ngai nging nhi?

“Tin anh di,”” Ash n6i, “TAm hai tubi thi anh da ngdom rdi.”

“Anh thiy chura? Ping I thai d6 bi quan. Chic chéin em c6 thé gitip anh thay d6i.” Georgia noi.
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“Emnhan dugc dién thoai ctia Ash sang nay.” Sau khi ché' mbt nhom nhan vién cong ty dén mot hoi thao & Manchester, Cleo ghé qua nha Abbie sau gio
lam. “Cau ta bi Georgia qudy roi. Con bé nhay bo vao cauta!”

“That may mén cho Ash.” Abbie tiép tuc phét bo 1én con g vira Iy tir 10 ra.

Cleo bat Ammnude noéng kén. “Cé diéu chu ta cha thich thi teo ndo. Con bé khong phai kiéu phunit cdu ta thich. Cau ta noi...”
“Khong phai cai d6,” Abbie budt miéng, ngin ¢b trong ltic 6 dang Iy hop sita ra khoi tii lanh. “D6 I sita nguyén kem.”

“Khong sao, em thich sira nguyén kem.”

“Nhung d6 14 ctia Georgia. Ding hop kia di, loai it kem 4y, khong thi khong dii cho con bé an ngii ce dau va lai thanh 18i ctia chi.”

Abbie 16 rang da cang thang qua. Toc chi tudt ra khoi ddy bude toc, ma chi do bimg Ién, va chi dang hap tip miic timg thia bo' d6 1én con . Pt tra lai
hdp stra theo y chi gai, Cleo can than ndi, “Con bé dau roi?”

“Ra ngoai voi Tom 11, Timmua xe tai. Con bé cin mdt cai xe cho viée 1a quﬁn 40 cua nd nén anh éy mua cho né mdt cai.” Phét, phét, phét.
“Anh 4y ciing n6i v6i em nhur vay. Thé con bé c6 biét 1ai xe khong? Y em 1 con bé c6 bang l4i chura?”

“A ¢6. Liy bang sau lan thi dAu tién, thing Murdi niim ngoi. Mot trong s6 ban trai ctia me con bé 1a thiy day 1i xe. Thé ciing tién.”

“Chi Abbie 3, ngdi xudng di.”

“Khéng duoc, chi dang chuan bj bira t6i.” Choc choc con ga bang céi thia phét bo, Abbie 101, “Thé nhung khong duoc nhoi ga vi thit nhdi bén trong s&
bi nhéo ra. Nén phai ndu thirc nhdi bang ndi khac va phai im sao cho 16p vo that gion, vi néu khong s& kinh khing im.”

Oi dao. Cleo tinh xem c6 nén nhéc chi gai vé nhitng tranh ci khéng ngimg trong gia dinh vé kiéu khoai tay chién ngon m¥t nhat, théng hay gép nép, day
hay mong. ..

“Ma chi khong dam nhamnua dau,” Abbi'e lai ﬁép tuc, “V“lbémnay chi 3 nhAm mdt An rdi. C6 troi moi biét, chic emnghi chi giat dd cho nd vide y.
Chi con giit tay c4i 40 tring ctia n6 dé chiic an 1 4o van triing niva kia.”

“Chuyén gi xay ra?”

“Chi b6 4o vao thing sdy. Thé 1 n6 co lai. Va tat nhién d6 1 c4i 4o ura thich ctia Georgia. Nén chi phéi xin 161 vi chi biét con bé budn, 16i n6 bao chi
trén mAc 4o cd ghi 1 1a khong duoc cho vao miy say.”

“0,” Cleo khong biét nén théng cam voi Georgia hay Abbie. Cai 4o wra thich s& méi 1 c4i 40 wa thich.

“Nén chi ndi & tim lai céi mic 40 xemn6 hudng ¢ dén git thé nao nhung khong c6 hudng dan ndo ca. Roi Georgia ndi trudc ddy c6 cai mac nhung vind
¢t co vao cd con bé nén n6 phai cit di, nhung néu chi hoi nd ring ¢6 cho duge vao méy sdy khong thind da c6 thé n6i voi chi 1 khong duoc.”

Mot lan nita, Cleo khong biét ddy cd phii lic nhéic chi Abbie nh lai chuyén ¢6 dé cai 4o dong phuc vio dong b tring dé giit, quén mat I trong tii o
con ong murc. Khi Abbie thay cai quan trang yéu thich ctia chi ay bi dinh mire xanh lem nhem, chi ay gian phat dién lén. Chuyén d6 hoan toan hién nhién,
nhung that ra d6 chi la mdt tai nan.

“Tdi nghiép chi.” Thay vi nhic lai chuyén do, c6 dm lay Abbie. “Moi thir s&€ 6n thdi. Chi vdi con bé s€ quen voi cach song cua nhau.”
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Abbie lic dau. “Chi dang cb ging hét sirc, nhung chi thiy minh thira thii qua. Ma hai vo chdng chi dang dinh hé nay s& di nghi trén tau bién, em nhé
khong? D6 van luon i gidc mo ciia chi. Nhung hom qua khi chi hoi Tom vé chuyén d6, anh Ay bao lam thé by gior thi hoi ky cuc. Anh 4y thy hai bon
chi khong thé ctr bo di 10i & Georgia & lai day mot minh. Nhung néu con bé ciiing ciing di thi s& phai dt thém mot ca bin nita cho 16, ¢6 nghia la tién di
nghi s€ tang gAp doi, ngtiia 1a bon chi s¢ khong co du tién, nén co ban 1 hét chuyén. Bon chi s& khong di dau hét. Nhung, ¢6 & thé 1a hay nhét, vi ai ma
muon di nghl trén tu bién sang trong vong quanh ving Dia Trung Hai chir, khi ho 6 thé & lai ddy ding tién da phai khd s tiét kiém dé mua chiée xe tai
ciirich?”

Giong chi da tang dén ngang tam tleng kéu cua doi; c6 thé 1Am ngudi nghe dau mang nhil. Tai ciia Cleo dwoc ciru thoat khi 6 tiéng xe db lai ngay bén
ngoai. C nhin ra ngoai cira s6. “Ho vé roi.”

“Puoc rdi. Binh tinh, binh finh lai.” Hit mot hoi sdu va phiy khin lau phan phét trude mét, Abbie n6i, “Xin 16i em, vira rdi chi hoi it binh tinh. S& 6n
thoi.”

Ctra trude sap manh 1di ¢6 tiéng loet quet va tiéng curdi ngoai hanh lang. Mot lic sau c6 hai tiéng reo ddng thanh, “Cuc cung o, anh vé rdil”

Do 1a cau Tom thuong ndi dua, nhung trude khi Cleo kip cuoi voi Abbie dé bao hiéu 12 moi chuyén s& on, ho nghe thiy tiéng Georgia kéu lén, “0, 4,
Ong chu ciing song 6 day u? Tuyét qua, chau ciing vay! Cuc cung oi, nhin nay, ca hai vé r6i!”

“V& nha!” Tomnhic lai. “Ma cuc cung c6 nghe mi thire 3n khong?””

“C6, cuc cung ! Con ngiri thiy mii. .. gi nira co!”

Sau d6 hai nguoi cling vao bép, nhung trrde d6 Cleo bit gip énh miit ciia Abbie. C6 timg duoc Tom goi B cyc cung. Nhung gis Georgia dang lam
dung cach goi than mit d6 va Tom v6i con bé dang goi nhau bang cdi tén nay. Va du khong hé ¢6 y d¢ Abbie cam thay bi b6 roi, hai ngudi do da m
dung nhu vay. C6 rat phién long,

Thé ma t6i qua ¢b con bao Tom can phéi nhay cam hon. Anh d& mu nguoi khi & v6i Georgia va khong thé 1am khéc dugc.

“Chao ¢b! C6 phai thit nhdi gion khong a?”

“Ping, c6 da...”

“Nhung ¢6 dimg nu ca rét tai nhé. Chau khong an duoc rau ndu tai.”

Abbie Fic ddu guong cudi. “Dimg lo, ¢6 s& khong am vy dau. ..”

“Ha, ¢0 biét b v6i chéu wira di dau khong? Vira v0 tay vira nhéy 6 ¢o tir chén ny sang chén kia,” Georgia budt miéng, “Dé xem xe tai! Va doan xem
bd con chau da lam gi di.”

Abbie md miéng hoi. “C6 phai...”

“BO MUA XE TAI CHO CHAU ROI!” Lao b6 vio Tom, Georgia 6m Iy anh va nhay nhu kangaroo khéip bép. “Cha, bé chau nua cho chau mdt céi
xe tai! P6 cd phai dieu tuyét nhat khong? Sang mai ngay sau khi chau mua xong bao hiém, chau s€ nhan dugc cai xe tai dau tién! Va né mau xanh!”

Abbie gidng nhur c6 dau lo Fing dang dimg tao dang chup anh, budc phéi cuoi qué lu. “Mau xanh! Pep qua...”

OK, dt rdi. “Khong phai 1 ctia bd chau hét, ding khong?”” Cleo khong dimg dugc, ¢6 thay phéi nbi cai gi d6. “Con i ctia Abbie nita. S6 tién d6 I ciia
ca hai m.”

“Vay 42 Diing 1di, thé ni chau khong nhan ra.” Georgia lc du vui vé n6i, “Camon ¢ Abbie,” va roi Tom di nhanh dé 6m Iy Abbie dé hon lén ma.
Chi Ia cai hon phot lén ma.

“C6 gi dau, chiu yéu. Khong c6 gi”” Abbie 6m lai rét tinh cam, nhung chi mot gidly sau Georgia da quay lai bén canh Tom, ndm Ay tay anh va him ho
ndi chuyén sang mai s€ dén lay cai xe som thé nao.

Cleo liéc qua phia Abbie, mudn néi didu gi d6, nhung Abbie da lc dau.
Chura bao gioy ¢ phai cin rdi minh kho s dén thé.
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Trong tat ca cac loai xe, chiéc Bentley Continental mui tran hai ctra mau d6 doi 1985 I chiéc Cleo thich nhat. Nhung c6 s& thich hon néu khong c6 hang
triéu mAu hoa gidy d6 va bac réic khip noi trén ghé boc da miu nga voi va tham miu kem

Nhung kho ¢6 thé cau duoc khi nguoi dwoc dén sang nay da rat ngac nhién va d6 B mdt c6 dau tuéng ring minh s& duoc ché bang chiée xe Mazda ciia
ong chi. C6 Ay da bat khoc vi vui mimg, va Cleo phai chop mét dé ngin nurée mit ctia chinh minh lai khi chi ctia ¢6 dau phai can thin nhdc c6 4y ra
khoi xe lin dit vao phia sau chiéc Bentley. C6 4y trong rét xinh trong chiéc vay cudi nhung do thim

Rdi saubudi 18, ¢6 da 14i xe dua c6 dau va charé quay vé can nha cla ong chi 6 Downend @& t chirc tiéc nhe va niém hanh phtc cua ho that vo bo
bén. Hang tram birc hinh da dwoc chup bén trong, bén ngodi va trude chiée Bentley va ca méiy con bdo hoa gidy dugc tung én trdi dé chic mimg, Cleo
duoc biét 1 cha me c6 dau da mét ba nam trude trong mot tai nan khién co Ay phéi ngdi xe kn. Udc mo ctia cha c6 dy 1 duge dua con gai yéu quy dén
nha tho trong  cudi trén mdt chiée limousine méu do.

Phai 1 nguoi ¢6 trai tim bang d4 thi moi khong thiy cam dong véi cau chuyén d6, phai khong? Mot tim tham kich khong thé tuéng twong nbi, nhung
hémnay c6 gai va ngudi chong tré da chimg minh 1 ho ¢6 thé virot qua nhimg chuyén d6. Ngdi canh nhau, cam tay nhau noi ghé sau chiéc xe day hoa
gidy, co gaindi, “Chi biét khong, em 4 c6 gi may niin nhét trén doi.” Va Cleo da tin ki ¢ 4y.

Nén c6 ta khong ca than gi vé sb hoa gléy do, ngay ca néu dé 1 loai gidy tréang kim sang loang c¢6 thé tich dién va tung toe nhu bong ngd, lai con khong
ding may ht bui hit di duge. Chi can c6 thém mdt chit va. ...

“Chao chi!”

“Oil” Giat minh vi ¢4i v0 vai, Cleo dp dau vao khung cira va bi hoa mit. C0 tit méy hit bui, lii ra khéi xe va quay lai xemai da khién c6 tw gly thuong
tich thé ny.

“Oi, t6i xin 18i. Toi khong dinh im chi bét ngd! Chi c6 sao khong?” Co gi d6 cao, deo mit kinh chir nhat vién ngoc luc bao mfy ky, va céi co thé gy gio
xuong kia dugc boc trong mé quan 40 mau xamky di ma cé € dat gap mudi lan gia ta du doén.

“Toi s& sdng thdi,” Cleo xoa sau dau. “Toi gitp gi dugce cho chi khong?”
“T6i hy vong 1 vay. Chiing t6i ¢6 thé muron xe ctia chi dugc khong?”

Anh mit troi nhot nhat xuyén chiéu qua cac dam miy con bai co trudc kng thi ving tanh ving ngit. Nhin lai & dam chéc i khong c6 ai & gan d6, Cleo
ndi, “Ching t6i la ai?”

Cb gai cudi. “Toi am viée cho Schofield. Bon t6i da nhin trom chi! A, 1 6ng dy, va mot khi Schofield d thich ci gi thi khong ai dimg 6ng dy duoc, nén
to1 thuc sy hy vong chi s€ dong y. Chung t6i & ngay bén kia thoi,” c¢6 néi thém, chi mo ho ra dang sau.

“Nha Johnny 4?” Cleo khong hé biét Schofield I ai, nhung hén 1 ¢6 suy doan ¢6 Iy.

“Ding rdi! Chiing t6i dang chyp anh. .. Toi 1 Terri, trg Iy ctia Schofield. ... Va 6ng 4y thy xe ctia chi tir cira s6 ting trén. Nén 6ng dy bao t0i qua day
xem chi ¢6 thé cho ching t6i murgn dugc khong, chi hai tiéng thoi.”

Puoc rdi, bay gio ] mdt rudi. Cleo nghi nhanh. C6 phai don Casey lic bon gioy, nén chinh x4c ra thi ¢6 thé. “Co mudn t6i dua di dau?”
“A, khong di dau ca! Ching toi chi mudn c6 céi xe trong birc hinh, thé thoi.”

“Xe dé cho thué, nén toi khong cho nuron duge.” Thuc ra ¢6 ¢ thé, nhung 6 s€ khong [am thé. “Mot tram bang,” Cleo noi.

Terri sbt sing git dau. “Oi troi, duoc, tat nhién, khong vén dé gil”

Chét tiét, dang ra phai doi gia cao hon. Pay chinh i 1y do ¢6 s& khong thé ban hang trong khu chg & Ma rdc duge.

Schofield trong giong nhur mdt dng thin Kin déo dai viy. Ong di chiée mil bong bau dyc ké 6, 4o vest den vai lanh nhau nhi va quan bé mau vang kem
tring. Ong chao Cleo nhur ngudi than 1au ngay gap lai, c6 chi con biét cdm on vi sy that khong phai vay.

“Co be, c6 ding la phao ctru sinh. Toi dang gip dc mong déy.” Giong ong con gidng giong ong thin n nita. Va c4i mil bong chay qué to so voi ong
Piang sau, Johnny nhudng may ra hi¢u Schofield khong phai nguoi duy nhat gip ac mong, RS rang 1a dang c6 sy hién dién ctia dan Nghé si.

“C6 bé thiy y do cia t6i khong‘7 Mau bac, xam, tréng. . . chi toan mot tong mau.” Schofield dang nhay tir bén no sang bén kia, gio tay wém khung hinh:
Johnny trong chic 4o tring va quan hop mau xam, lam viée trong can phong mau tring khong 10 v6i tuong con ngwa dyuc bang thép ma bac chom Ién
troi. O déng xa, qua khung ctra s6 kiéu Phap, mdt khu virdn tréing va xam khong chit sic mau phi day. ..

Poi mit chut.

La tuyét a?



Nhin thiy ¢6 ngac nhién, Johnny n6i binh thén, “Ho mang miy tao tuyét dén day lic trude. Ho xit ca khu vuon. D6 1 gidy bdi ddy.”
“T6 biét mé.” Thure tinh, hin nghi 1 ¢6 ngde Fim chiic?

“Trng. .. x4m... buc tranh mot mav, Schofield ngdm nga. “Nhung khi bat dau chup hinh ching t6i thiy thiéu c4i gi d6. Céi gi @6 quan trong. .. song
con. ... va t6i khong biét minh can c4i gi cho dén khi t6i nhin ra ngoai cira sb thiy. ..

“Chiéc Bentley Continental mui tran miu do hai cira cua toi.”

“Dling! Dung' CosEddnd o ' ddy, sau méy cai cdy do. .. con ngwa.” - Schofield chi con ngyra thép dang chém Ién - “Ké sat véi mé hyc” - Ong ta vung
tay 1én chi chd d6 xe. “Co thiy khong? Pa thiy né chwa?”” Cai mil bong chay qua khd tut xudng che mét mot bén tai khi 6ng hing hai git dau. “C6 thay
khong?”

Cleo gt dau. Ong dang rong Ién nhur dién. “Pugc.”

Phéi mat muoi phiit nhich 1én vai phéan, 1t xudng vai phén - “Khong, khong, i li lin nita, mot chit nita thoi.” Chiéc Bentley m6i d6 vira y Schofield va
may anh bat dau chyp. Nhan ra minh phai ¢ lai phong khi can di chuyén chiéc xe, Cleo ngim sung suéng. C6 chira bao gio' thay nguoi ta chyp hinh. Lan
ndy, d& 1am bai dinh cho mdt tap chi bia bong, s& phai mét hang gidr lién va cha y dén timng chi tiét khién ngudi ta mét oc. Ngoai Schofield trong nhu ong
than lin qué khich, con c6 trg 1y Terri, chuyén gia xdy dyng hinh anh Lorna (v&1 b6 40 hen quan miu cam, mil mau ngoc lam, 4o i), chuyén gia trang
diém va lam toc Mike (d4u troc, khong trang diém), va nha bao thue hién viéc phong van tén 1 Roz.

Johnny dén bén ¢6 trong gio nghi gidi lao va lim bam, “Cau tin dugc chuyén nay khong? Té tuéng ho chi dén chyp vai tam hinh rdi di trong vong nam
phut.”

“Oi khong khong khong khong,” Cleo giit vé niit nghiém tiic va chdm chdm Fc dau, theo kiéu ciia Schofield. “Phai mét hon nim pht thi méi tim dugc
thir dét canh cho. .. hop Iy.”

“Cau ding ddy. Thé ma t& cha biét gi. Sao cau nhin t6 thé?”

“Cau xit toc déy a?”

“Khong!”

Cb soi gan hon. “Trang diém a?”

“Bién di, 6 khong trang diém”

“Thé tai sao lai co chuyén gia trang diém va m toc?”

“Té lam gi c6. Anh ta & ddy dé im cho Roz C6 4y mudn duoc chup anh khi dang phong van t6.”

Mike dang sip xép lai cac hop dung my pham thi liéc sang thay hai nguoi dang nhin anh ta. Ly c4i chdi va mdt lo phén bot, anh ta hoi day hy vong,
“Sén sang trang diém mdt chitt chua?”’

“Thdi thoi, cam on.” Johnny néi.
“Chic khong? Dé khong bi bong thoi.”

“Chic ma, camon anh.” Trong lic Schofield dang leo Ién leo xudng cau thang kiém tra timg goc d6 6 thé chup, Johnny n6i voi Mike, “Lic nao ong dy
cling the nay a?”

“Oi, vang, Hom nay 6ng 4y con dé chiu ddy. Lan chyp trude t0i lam cho ong 4y, cubi cling ching toi phai ra tan cong vién Regent voi ba siéu mAu trong
y phuc sang trong bj bao vdy boi ca ta cac ba say khurdt ndc g we méy chai Tennants Extra.” Moi anh ta run run khi nghi dén sur kién tai hoa do. “Va
tit ca bon ho déu mubn trang diém.”

“Hal” Roz ngdi én cdi ghé canh Johnny. “Nam ngodi bon em im mdt vu va dng Ay bét Terri ra héi 1o mot cd canh st giao thong dé c6 ta vio studio.
Thoat cai Terri da thay 6ng ay bat ¢ ta nam xuong dat de tay dien vién doat giai Oscar d6 cam tay 1ai ding trén dat mdt chan lén ngue ¢6 ta. Ong ta
con dat t&n cho burc anh d6 1a Chet Qua C6 Daisy.”

“T6i ¢ nghe 16i t6i bire anh do!” Cleo nhd ¢6 doc chuyén ndy trén bao. “C6 phai sau diy ¢d canh sat bi mét viéc khong?”

Roz gat dau. “Ké ra ciing budn, tit nhién roi. Va khong cong bang im.” C6 ta dimg lai. “Nhung ndy, ¢6 ta i canh sat giao thong ma, ai thém quan tim
chi.”

“Réi, moi ngudi quay lai vi tri di.”” Schofield dang du trén ci thang nhur mdt con khi. “Johnny, sang bén phai con ngyra ndo chang trai, rdi t6i s& bao cau
phai di dau.”



“Chyp anh,” Johnny im bam trong hong,

“Chi khoang hai tiéng nita thoi.” Roz an i hin.

“Moi ngurdi biét khong?” Mike vd vao céi bung béo mbt cai. “Toi déi qual”

“Terri, Terri d4u rdi? Moi ngudi mudn an rdi!” So Terri khong hiéu, Mike con bt churde dong tac hoat hinh an véi dao dia.

“Puoc, khong van dé gi.” Nhin mot nit trén dién thoai, Terri ndi rat ra dang, “Xin chio, 1 Terri dy, ching roi sdn sang roi.” C6 tit may, nhin qua phia
Cleo, “Chi ¢6 an chay khong?”

“Khong”
“Oi, phu, may qua.”
Cleo ciing nghi vay.
Nam phitt sau, chudng cira reo. Terri dang giit bang phan quang cho Schofield goi Iom, “Dd an t6i d6. Aira md cira duoc khong?”

Cleo dang quan st viéc chup anh, bi me hodc boi ca qua trinh chup. Anh sang 13 thir quan trong nht. Schofield dang hing say lam viéc, ném bét timg cti
xoay ngudi khi Johnny udn day thép. Pring 14 rt cudn hut khi quan sat ong ta ndm bét cac goc do. ..

“Ai ra mo cira di?” Schofield quét lén khi tiéng chudng cira lai reo.

Puoe 16i, Cleo dimg day.

“Doi da.” Schofield dot nhién dimg chup va nheo miit nhin c4i Bentley qua 6 cira s6 kiéu Phép. “Ta can mdt. .. mot. .. tixé.”
“Y hay dy,” Terri tho ra.

“La c6.” Ong ta xoay ngodt lai phia Cleo. “C6 ¢ mil tai xé khong?”

“A... ¢, & nhd.” Aaaaa, ong y vira mdi cd vao chup hinh, ¢6 s& c6 thé duoc im toc va trang diém, nhimg ngudi ¢b biét s& nhin thy c6 trong quyén
tap chi bong lodng. ..

“C6 bé hdly ngoan ngoan vé nha iy mii di,” Schofield noi.

Cleo mo cira thi thiy Fia dang dimg bé mot khay 16n duoc day kin. Péng sau i Georgia ciing bé mot khay khéc.
Fia rd rang hoi bat ngd. “Chi im gi & dy thé?”

Ha, cam giac thét tha vi. “Ho s€ cho t6i vao anh.”

“Oi troi chi may mén thé.” Georgia reo 1én. “Bon em 6 lai xem dugc khong?”

“Lic trude Terri sang goi rat nhidu db an.” Fia moi khi t trang diém vio ban ngay gio dang trat ca tAn my pham Ién nt. “Ho sin sang roi; toi mang d6
vao nhé?”

“Mang vao di. T6i chi vé nha Hy thir ndy thoi.”
“Trong Johnny c6 noéng bong khong?”
Cleo ngac nhién; Georgia dang hoi cau do. “Emnoi sao co?”

“Fia mubn biét diéu do. Chi Ay chai ca can mascara c(r nhu ching c6 ai xung quanh 4y.” Huych Fia mot c4i, Georgia ndi thém vé khéu goi mia mai, “Chi
ay mong nguoi ta dang chyp hinh khoa than lam day.”
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Thue tinh A tro trén qué. Cleo mét chura dén nim phut dé Ky cai mi ti xé ching méy khi doi tir ngiin ti trén cling, Ay tay 40 phuii bui, rdi chay nhanh
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qua bii co quay lai Ravenswood. Tu ddy cira vio, ¢6 thiy thirc dn da duoc bay trong bép, Mike va Roz dang chat fajitas, crostini, va timng miéng frittata
tam giac lén dia, con Fia va Georgia dang ¢ phong khach, cham chi xem nguoi ta chup hinh.

Cleo n6i, “Co6 khong phai quay lai quan a?”

“PA hai rudi rdi. Hét gitr phuc v 6. Fia khong roi mit khoi Johnny. “Ma t6i cling héi dng thy dnh xem c6 duge ¢ lai khong thi ong 4y bao duge. Ong
ay thich c6 khan gid.”

Thye tinh Cleo thiy ¢6 ta dang mé man nhin Johnny nhur fan cudng vdy. Long tur trong cua ¢ ta dé dau co chir? “Vay a, khong sao. Pimg im quén
chan ngudi khac 1a dugc.” Cleo quay sang Georgia, con bé xém chitt thi goi ¢d bang di. “The tai sao em lai & quan rugu? Chi tuong em dinh kinh doanh
rrﬁ??’

“ing vay.” Georgia kho chiu. “HOm qua em da in mbt nghin tAm danh thiép. Em d4 ra ngoai phan phat sudt tir bay gio' sang nay. Em vao Hollybush dé
phat thém vai cai nia, roi chi Fia can ngudi mang d6 an sang déy. Hon nita, em nghi anh Johnny c6 thé cling muon ding dich vy ctia em.” Tho tay vao tii
40 bo, con bé Iy ra mdt phong bi day va it ra hai cai danh thiép mau xanh va trang, “Pay, chi giit iy mot cai. Trong duoc khong?”

Cleo liéc nhin tim danh thiép c6 dong chi:

Pimg ngai ngan, da c6 Than La Quan Ao do dan

Pé bién mong urde 1 quin 4o thanh hién thurc!

Toi ré dén kho tin!

Loi tuyén b bét ngd ndy ¢6 s6 dién thoai va dia chi trang web bén dudi.

“Chi thiy khong? Moi ngudi virt to roi di, nhung ho s& gitt lai my témthe ndy, gin n6 1én bang nhiic viéc. Roi hom qua em da lap duoc trang web.”
Georgia n6i khiém ton, “Dep lam.” Oi troi. “Em khong thé d€ cau cudi nhur vay duge,” Cleo ndi.

“Puoc chi.”

“Bé oi, khong dugc.”

“Khong duge céi gi co?” Johnny ni chen vao trong khi Schofield dang sép xép cho tam hinh tiép theo.
A khéu, Cleo dura hén cai danh thiép.

“Thiy chua?”’ Georgia ndi khi Johnny pha 1én cudi. “Anh 4y hiéu ma!”

“Anh ta khong hiéu. Anh ta chi cuoi cach viét ctia em thoi”

“Va anh 4y dé ¥ t6i n6. Hon hin qﬁy tAm danh thiép nham chan binh thuong. Khac hén nhitng céi trong tw,” Georgia giai thich. “N6 s& hmmot s6
ngudi nghii em hoi dan don, nén néu em ndi s€ lam dich vu 14 quan do gid ré, tirc 1a ré thoi ra, thi ho s cho 1 minh vé dugc mdén hoi”

“Rét t6t.” Johnny it dau, rd rang bi 4n trong, “Thong minh ddy. Gioi im”

“Ho s& goi dién t6i hoi xem em c6 cung cap thém dich vu ndo khac nira khong,” Cleo noi.
“Thi em s& bao ho 1 em chi 3 quén 4o thoi.”

“Puoc 101, ¢d gai ¢6 cai mii dau rdi? A, kia rdi”

Py rdi, thoi khiic trong dai da dén. Khi Schofield lai gin, Cleo doi mii va hoi tao dang, C6 chira bao gioy durgc chuyén gia trang diém cho. Néu ¢b hop
mé lai liéu mit c6 cd céi vé quy phai nhur tirong khong?

“Tuyét lim.” Ong Ky c4i mii kép miu xanh linh thuy tir trén du ¢6 xudng, nhin né tir moi goc do. “Pep, tuyét, tuyét m.”
“T6i dén chd Mike nhé?”

“Pé hm gi?”

“Pé anh Ay trang diém cho t6i.”

Schofield néi lanh tanh, “Sao anh ta lai phai lam vay?”

“O...” Thirc tinh, 6ng nghé si dén thé sao? Ong dd quén ngay thé 42 “Ong mudn t6i 1 tai x& trong tAm hinh d6 m, nhd khong? Ong bao 61 vé By cai

~ 33



“Toi biét. Nhung t6i khong mudn c6 lam tai xé.”

Ong nhin ¢6 ngd vire ctr nhur trén dAu cd moc sumg ky lan vy, va nhin qua vai ong, ¢6 thiy cap mit hd phach ctia Fia anh lén mot tia hy vong. Nhung
Schofield bo di va dap tit tia hy vong khi tuyén bd, “Toi muén Mike kia.”

Mike nhuéng may va tiép tuc nhdi nhét tortilla vao miéng, Déy 15 rang khong phai 1in dAu tién anh ta bj goi vao chup hinh. “Hai triim bang, tra tién nit.”
Chét tiét, ¢o biét dang ra minh phai hét gia chiéc Bentley cao hon.

“Trtr phi, chd da...” Schofield cham chit nhin cai xe, suy nghi dm chigu. “Hodc ta c6 thé thir céi khdc, ta 6 the thém mdt I6p nita....” “Khong con tuyét
dau,” Terri lo lang cat ngang, “Ho mang cai may lam tuyet di roi.”

“Khong phai tuyét. Toi ndi i thém mot 16p nita cho cau chuyén.” Ong nheo miit nhin cai xe Bently va chim ri gat dau. Roi ong quay lai nhin Cleo vé
himg thi twoi tinh,

Pugc, duoc, cudi cing dng ciing mubn ¢d gop mit trong birc anh! Timco van loan nhip trong nguc khi ¢6 thay c4i nhin bét himg tha di va sur cham cha
chuyén sang phia Fia. Cleo thdy Fia phan img y hét. Va cudi cling. .

“Co,” Schofield tuyén bé, dot nhién tom ldy vai Georgia. “Ta s& thiy nguoi tai xé trong xe dang bi mdt c6 em tre dep quyén rii. Nhung nha diéu khéc
qua tap trung, qua... dam chim trong thé gidi sang tao nén khong nhan thay chuyén gi dang xay ra trong cai xe dang sau anh ta. . . ha, ding roi, tuyét
hao!”

“T6i khong dinh quyén il ai hét,” Georgia n6i théng thimg,

Fia budt miéng, “T61 lam cho!”

Lo ¢ ta di, Schofield tap trung vao Georgia. “T6i dau ¢ bao cd phai lam tinh voi anh ta...”

“Ta on trdi dt,” Mike Am bam

“Nghe ndy, anh ta s& ngdi & ghé tai x& va c6 chuéin bi hon anh ta. C6 s& d6 ngudi vé phia anh ta, miéng c6 cach miéng anh ta vai phan.”

“VAn miic quan 4o chi?”

“0, ding. Tt nhién vin mic quan 40.”

“Ba tram bang,”

“Hai tram”

“Khong duogc.”

“Pugc rdi, ba trim.”

“Xong.” Georgia cudi rang r& dap tay voi ong, “Tuyét! bang véi viée 1 dugc hai trim céi 40!”

Trong bbn muoi phitt sau d6, Cleo va Fia ngdi ngim Schofield chup hang tridm tim hinh Johnny dang lim viéc trong khi Mike va Georgia 14 loi va gin
nhur sap hoén nhau & phia sau.

“La do téc ctia con bé,” Fia Ambam. “D6 1 1y do duy nhét 6ng dy chon nd, vi toc nd vang ruc.”

Ciing ¢6 thé | nhur vy, nhung ding | byc minh khi ta mong mudn tham gia vao céi gi do, nhung lai bi logi ra vi c6 ngudi khéc thay thé. Giong nhur
nguoi dugce chon cuoi cting khi choi khiic ¢on cau vay.

“Trdi, ngim anh Ay im viée moi tuyét chir.”

Cleo Iy thém mot miéng frittata. “Ai co, Schofield 42

“Johnny.” Fia tho ra. “Anh 4y that. .. cubn hit.”

“Chéc chin anh ta cting nghi minh nhur thé.”

“Ui cha.” Roz dang doi dé phong vén Johnny, toc cudn 16 sin sang cting chup hinh, n tiéng, “Trudc déy hai ngudi co chuyén gi 42”

“Khong. Y t6i a bon dan dng nhur anh ta dy.” Han ¢6 thé roi khoi DOi Channings bao nhiéu néim troi nhung moi nguoi déu duge nghe b hin ké vé
nhitng cau chuyén phong tiing cuia han; khong bao gio bo qua cac giai thoai mua vui va hd hénh dén doi tryy, Lawrence gitip dan lang cap nhat duoc

nhirng thong tin nhur vAy. Liéc nhin Fia, Cleo n6i, “Ciing gidng Will thdi. Ho cing mot giude. Loai dan 6ng nghil minh mudn ¢6 ai ciing duge, mudn hm gi
ciing duoc.”



Fia van chim chi nhin Johnny. “Anh 4y am gi v6i t6i ciing duoc. Toi s& khong than phién dau.”

“Nhung anh ta diing i thé ddy. Anh ta s& lam vdy. Va c6 s& khong than van dugc gi. Rdi ¢d s& lai bi ton thirong thoi.”

“Thi sao cha?”

Roz tinh nghich n6i, “Emnghi chi 4y chi a khong can cudce tinh Bing man gi ghé gdm ca. Doi khi diéu mdt ¢ gai can chi 1 chit vui vé thoi.”

“C6 noi ding d4y.” Fia gt dau lia lia. “Ma c6 troi biét dat biét, sau khoang thoi gian nhur vira roi, t6i nghi minh ximg dang dwoc nhur vay.”

Roz cudi. “Gidi im! Néu em khong hanh phtic voi anh chang ctia em thi em ciing bi cam d6 véy thoi.”

Fia that 1 hét thudc chita. Cleo giat minh khi chudng dién thoai reo. Ba rudi.

“Mudi phit nita.” C6 goi véi téi Schofield, “%a hét thoi gian.”

Schofield két thic trong vong nam phit. Ong tré tién mét cho Georgia va con bé gan nhur nd tung vi sung suéng, “T6i c6 thé kiém song bang nghé nay!”

L)

“Khong, ¢b bé khong lam dugce dau.” Ong con dang ban biu nhin qua cac birc anh trén méy tinh xach tay.

“Nghe ndy, néu sau niy 6ng con can toi nira thi ctr goi cho toi. That ddy.” Con bé dura ng tim danh thiép. “T6i c6 thé Ién London, hay bat cir noi nao
ong nuon. Toi cd the lam nang tho cho 6ng!”

Schofield liéc nhin Ién qua mép kinh. “Bimg nghi sai nhé, nhung c6 qué thip dé c6 thé limnang tho cho ai. Nhung hom nay c6 lm tdt ddy,” ong cudi
qua loa. “Camon c6.”

“T6i cao mHt mét sau bay. Kate Moss ciing chi cao mit mét sau tam thoi. Toi nghi minh cao day chir.”
“Thé ¢6 ciiing biét c6 ta | Kate Moss. Con ¢6 thi khong phai.”
“Khong sao, t6i hiéu y ong rdi. Pau i t6i khong duoc giy dén thé. O, ci nay dep qua.”

Cleo dung dai‘ng sau liéc qua vai Georgia nhin tim anh dang choan ca mén hinh. Trong d6, mét Johnny nira trong bong t6i, toc rii xudng tran, trong rat dit
doi va nhur diéu hau.

“Ping.” Schofield git ddu dong y va danh déu céi anh.

“Khong quyén rii im” Cleo nhén xét.

Johnny nhip hoi va quang tay qua vai ¢d. “T6 khong c6 ¥t ra quyén rii.”” Hin siét nhe. “Nhung ciu thét tot khi di quan tam.”
C6 do bing mit. “Td khong quan tim. T chi ndi thé thoi.”

“Ma quyén ril ciing khong phai muc dich ciia t6i. Vi toi quan trong I tinh cach,” Schofield n6i. “Du thé ndo, nguoi dep thurong 1 ngudi kho chup hinh
nhat vi vé bé ngoai ctia ho 1Am nguoi khic sao nhing. Phai vat va lam mdi cd thé khién ngudi ta nhin xuyén qua 16p vo bén ngoai duoc.”

“Ma thurong thi bén trong thdi nat ca rdi, vi ho chiing bao gidr phai ¢b t6 ra ot dep ca. Xin 16i.”” Georgia nhin ra cau ndi hé ctia minh lién ngang nganh hét
nguoc toc ra sau. “Nhung dung vay ma. Tin toi di, ca doi t6i da nhin me t6i theo dudi dan dng dep trai véi tinh cach rac ruroi. Ho d6i xir voi me t6i nhur
rac roi lan nao me t6i cling bi da dit.”” Con bé dirng lai, nhin mét moi nguoi. “Pugce 161, khong nhat thict 13 da vao dit theo nghia den. Nhung cac vi hi€u y

o1 ma.”

Diéu ndy phén ndo giéi thich con bé lai thich Ash mé mét dén thé. Ai dambéo Ja con bé khong ndi ding, Chi trir mot diéu | Ash chéing ity may c6 tinh
cam gi vdi con bé ca, c6 1& bdi vi cau ta dang van mong muon duoc & bén Fia.

Ngudi ma chi chiim chi dén ngdi sao trong budi chup hinh hom nay.

Con vé phan ¢ thi.... 6i quén chuyén nay di. Cleo Kic Fic chia khda di vé phia Bentley; c6 phéi di don mot ngdi sao hét thoi nguoi Uc tinh tinh khé chiu.
Thure tinh thi cudc song s€ dd cang thang hon nhieu néu viéc ghép do6i cho moi ngudi khdng phirc tap dén vay.
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Ash nhin chim chim vao mit minh trong gwong, Troi dat, ¢6 chuyén gi xdy ra v6i minh thé nay. Mt minh sao thé kia?

M hoi ram ran sau gay khi anh chuan bi tinh than dé thir Bin nita. Trudc dy da € roi, nhung chura bao gios 1§ dén thé nay. OK, v vé bé ngoai thi
duong nét cua anh khong dep lam, nhung ny cudi thi c6 the chap nhin duoc. Va thong thuong thi nd déu 6n. D6 khong phai diéu ma minh phai in tan
suy nghi ding khong? Ta chi cudi voi ai d6 va mit ta sang bumg Ién. Anh con ¢6 ca anh dé chirng minh di€u nay, troi dat. Anh hoan toan c6 thé cuoi
theo 16i binh thurong va tur nhién.

D6 1a khi Fia Newman khong ¢ dau do gan ddy. Néu ¢6 thi co mét anh khong chiu co lai theo céch thong thurong ma hoat dong theo kiéu nhin nhé kinh
di ctia bon giét nguroi hang loat.

Ash hit mt hoi that sau thir lai lan nita. Cam gidc cham chich lai ting 1én; lai thé rdi, anh biét nd s& nhur viy. Gidng cam gidc bat e, nhu chim sg canh
cong vay, cu s¢ lan t6i, [an téi nita lai that bai.

OK, dimg lai. Nghi dén sw bét lc khi con chura biét phai cudi nhur thé nao cho tir t€ ciing gidng nhur nghi t6i viée tham gia cude thi ba mon phdi hop
trude khi biét boi.

“Chwong trinh sang nay hay qua,” Frank noi, ghi lai mn ca ri anh goi. “Toi rt thich phin cau n6i vé cac x0.”

“Camon.” Thiy khong? Vi Frank thi anh ¢6 thé cudi thoai méi, khong sao ca. Rdi Deborah ciing t6i va anh lai cudi. C6 cong méi sit c6 ngiy nén kim
Deborah vui vé néi. “Frank c6 n6i voi cdu vé chuyén cac xo chura? Ong Ay cudi dén mirc phun cé ca phé ra dang mii.”

“Ong c6 thé 1én chirong trinh Britain’s Got Talent véi tai d6 ddy,” Ash noi.

“Cari g cho Ash di, c6 bé.” Frank rinh chéin Fia lai khi 0 tlr bép dira va Ash thiy co mit bit dau co lai theo huréng quen thude. Troi dt, chéic chéin
day Ia cam giac khi bién thanh Hulk, ngurdi Khong Lo Xanh. OK, ctr 1016 lo di va ging Ién, phén tan sy chiy cta c6... phairoi, ding the, lam c6 phan
tan bang kha nang hom hinh n6i tiéng va sy quyén rii chét nguoi. . .

“Thé con ¢6 thi sa0? Toi c6 am cd phun ca phé ra déng miii khong?”

Fia chéim cham nhin anh. Deb ciing vy. Mot khoang king 4o ngwoi chic chi mot hai gidy nhung lai ¢6 cam giac nhu hai muoi gidy viy. Tuyét chua; c6 &
d6 1a cau dai nhat anh c6 thé ndi lai d€ ndi voi ¢, vay ma anh lai ndi thé nay sao?

“Xin 16i, xin 16i.”” Ash tlﬁy ludng khi ndng himg hue bdc én cd. “Y t6i khong phéi vay. Bon t6i dang néi chuyén vé& chirong trinh ctia t6i sang nay. ... v& ba
x0 khda than. . . khong biét c6 c6 nghe néi chua...?”

“Chura.” Fia tho o noi. “T6i chua nghe.”

“O, hay im ddy.” Anh khong muén & thé th; 107 néi ctr tudn ra nhur vay, ¢6 & do két qua ciia co bi bo chat lai.
C6 nhin anh chdm chu. “Vay sao?”

Frank n6i, “Fia khong nghe chwrong trinh ctia cau. C6 4y thich méy thir v& van nhur Carmen Miranda co.”

Mot hinh anh vui vé hién Ién trong diu Ash, Fia &n mic hé hang va nhay khéu goi vé& phia anh v6i ddng hoa qua to ding trén dau.
“Carmina Burana,” Fia stra 6ng. C6 cuoi nhe. “To6i thich nhac b dién.”

Troi, nhac c6 dién chét tiét. Ash gat dau. “Vay a? Toi ciing vay.”

Cai nhin ngac nhién ctia ¢6 n6i Ién tat ca. “That 42"

Ha, ¢6 phai c6 dang nghil anh dan quéa nén khong cam nhan duoc? Ngudi thiéu vin minh? “Biing vy.” Ash noi.
“Thé nhac opera thi sa0?”

“Toi rét thich nhac opera.”

Fia c6 vé khong tin anh. Ash nhin vai ngang buéng, nhur thé anh chéing quan tim c6 ¢6 tin hay khong.

“Bai ura thich ciia anh 1 gi?” C6 nhuém vé thach thirc.

“‘Madame Butterfly.” Phuc chwa?

“Ai sang tac?”



“Puccini.” Thém cai nira. “La Giacomo Puccini,” anh thdr o ni thém cho thém phén thuyét phuc.

“Ong ta con sang tac gi khac nira?”

“La Boh¢me. Tosca. Manon Lescaut.” PBu chua.

“Cha.” Qua an tuong, Fia ndi. “Toi khong hé biét anh lai thich opera ddy.”

Gitr mét nghiém nghi con d& hon nhiéu so véi ¢ ging cudi mot diéu im ngwra ciiing phéi sg. Ciing theo cach do, gia vor lamnguoi khac 16 rang la d§
dang hon nhiéu so voi viéc la chinh minh. Tudng twong minh 1 Roger Moore tha vai Jame Bond, Ash nhuéng may va thiy minh kéo dai giong ra, “O, t0i
con nhicu diéu ngac nhién m.”

Lai chét king. Frank nhfu may ndi ddy nghi ngd, “Cau dinh nhai. .. Roger Moore 4?”

Troi dét. “Toi tra 101 cAu hoi d6 ciing duoc thoi.” Ash néi. “Nhung rdi toi s& phai giét ong.”

Moi ngudi cudi ngo ngac. Cau dé khong hé budn cudi. C6 16 anh nén t tir dé moi nguoi khoi phai khd so.

“Ma thoi toi phai tiép tuc day!” Fia vui vé ni phé vor swr im king, “May phit nita t6i s& mang mon ca ri ga ra. Vi com hay khoai tay rén nhi?”

Ash thich khoai tay rén. Chi ké thiéu vin minh méi an ca ri v6i khoai ty ran. Nhirg nguoi dan ong tinh t&, doc bao Telegraph, thich opera - va phu nit
thich dan 6ng nhur vay - s& khong thém nhin nhitng nguoi an ca ri véi khoai tay ran.

“Cho t61 com,” Ash noi.

“Trdi dt,” Frank cudi ré Ién. “Lan dau tién ddy, cau c6 chuyén gi vy? Binh tiéu mot it md thira 47

Tc’n'khiFiannngdé an cho anh ra, Ash da hinh thanh ra dwoc mot ké hoach.

“Dd an cta anh ddy. Ca ri gi véi com gao basmati.”

“Camon.” Chi c6 yén lang ngai ngiing khi anh quan sat 6 dé bat poppadom va khay nurée x6t x0ai nho 1én ban. “Chuyén la thé nay, doi khi bon toi hay
co vé dixem... 0, cac thir.” Roger Moore 10 rang da cubn x¢o r6i; Ash nhan ra minh lai trong trang thai ctmg ludi vung ve. “O dai ay. Nén ncu toi thay
c6 may vé... kieu nhu nhac thinh phong, ¢6 ¢6 thich lay khong, ¢ nghi thé nao?”

Fia ngung lai, gidng nhu dang suy nghif xem anh dinh n6i gi. Cudi ciing ¢6 noi, “Thé thi. .. tuyét qua. Téi mudn chir. Cam on anh.”

“Tuyét voil” Ash ¢b ging kiém soat lwong adrenaline trong nguoi. “Camon. .. y t6i i dé t6i xem c6 gi! Chilc vai ngiy i s& co. .. boi vi ching t6i hay

nhan dugc loai vé nay Bm...” Liic ndy anh chuyén tir trang thai cimg hudi sang n6i lién hoi, “Néu co thir ¢6 thich thi tuyét qua.” OK, khong dugc ndi tir
d6 nira. “Thé con hon 1 ting vé cho miy ngudi ngu ngde goi dién tdi nhur moi lAn ching 61 van im. Thuong thi nhimg tAm vé d6 toan roi vio tay bon
d6 hoi, nhur tuln trude mdt 2 say nhan dugc vé xem Don Giovanni ma lai ¢t tuéng duge di nghe Jon Bon Jovi...”

“Purgc 16, ti phai ndu an va phuc vu moi ngudi day.” Fia i lai vé hoi bdi rdi, “Chiic anh ngon miéng!”
Casey Kruger dang buon dién thoai & ghé sau, ban luin am7vé mdt cubn séch c6 thé xudt ban voi ong bau clia gi.

“Jace, Jace &, dirmg dé ngudi ta kiém soat cac diéu khoan! Cu 12 ai, Iz con nguoi hay 1 con chudt? Bao bon ho 1 néu bon ho khdng cho ta thir ta can
thi bin di cho khac, thé nhé. Ching ta dang néi chuyén doi t6i va 61 bict t61 dang gia thé nao. Bao bon ho a ching ta 6 the dén bat cir nha xuat ban
nao.”

Cleo ap vao 18 va di chAm lai dé cho xe tai vurot 1én trén. Séang nay lic chuén bi di am, ¢6 da xem mdt nit dién vién gao cdi trong nurde duoe khan gia
hét strc mén m9 tra 16i phong van trén ti vi vé hon nhan nam hai nim day hanh phic véi ngurdi chong 3 nam dién vién dugce phong tude hiép si

““Yéu tir c4i nhin d4u tién 42 Oi trdi oi khong, hoan toan ngwroc lai! Khi toi gip ong Ay 1in dAu tién, t6i nghi ddy 1 nguoi khing khiép nhét, thes o nhét va
bat lich sy nhat trén hanh tinh nay! Néu ai d6 bao t6i la chiing toi s€ lay nhau va ¢ bén nhau dén cudi doi... thi chac t6i 3 nhay ngay ra trudc mii cai xe
buyt gn nhit rdi”

Piéu nay lam cho nguoi phong vAn cudi boi cau chuyén tinh ny vira hai hude vira trong vay ma khong phai vy, nhung chic chén sy dao nguoc tinh
huong kiéu Ay rat hiém khi xay ra. Cleo thiy long lo ing; y nghi rang chuyén do s& xay ra voi c6 va Casey thit khong thé tudng trong ndi, ngudi ta co
thé khinh ghét va kho chiu véi moi nét tinh cach ctia ai d6 rdi lai d6i ¥ va cudi cling nhén ra ring minh yéu nguoi ta... thit 1 cuc ky dang so. Nhu thé thi
nhitng nhan xét ciia minh con y nghia gi?

“Jace, 2 bon ho t6 ra kho chiu hay chinh cu ddy? Bi vi dé t0i n6i cho cu nghe, t6i lun ludn ¢6 thé tim nguoi dai dién khac.” Ngimg lai. “Dugc roi
To6i mirng 1a cdu ndi nhu vay.” Két thic cude goi va dong dién thoai tach mdt céi, Casey hai long n6i, “Ha ha, thang khon d6 imr6i.”

Dé giét thém it thoi gian va hanh ha minh mt chit, Cleo tuong tuong minh tr6 thanh vo gi. Khong duoc ngai nging, V& mat thé xac, Casey khong thu
hit c6, nhung khong the choi cai la gi rat hap dan va dugc vo sO phu nit theo duodi. Va co the bén dudi 1op vo do, gi cling c6 nhitng diém tot. C6 the



nhu viy. Du l nho xiu xiu va gidu rét k¥ dudi 16p vo day cta sy cao ngao. Ga c6 thé a mot - ngudi yeu thuong dong vat v van, hét long cham séc cho
ba ndi gid yéu, thay kiéu dan 6ng tot bung khong bao gio quén giri thiép sinh nhét... g c6 thé khoc khi xem phim budn, rt tuyét voi voi tré con, clru
nhitng ching chim non khi ching roi khoi t6 kéu chiép chiép rat dang thurong trén san...

“Me kiép, em c6 thiy mdng ciia con bé do to thé nao khong? Ma nd ¢6 con 1di, ¢6 nghiia | mot thing cha déng thirong da ngi véi con bé d6. Han 1 n6
da say biti”

Cleo lai suy nghi. C6 thé thim sau trong long, g3 hay ngai ngiing, bat an va so hii phai n6i ra nhitng cam xvic thure ctia minh vi hoi di hoc i bi bt nat te
tua.

“A, déng trude i xe cta o gid. Nhanh Ién, ting ga Ién, ting diém néu vuot qua duge méiy ké doi mil tréng nhur cai gio tich!”

Hay 1 me gi toan cho anh ta in banh mi mic véi hoa bd cong anh va nhdt i trong thing hang ca ngay 1an dém

“Anh c¢6 doc nhiéu khong ha Casey?”” Cleo nhin gii qua gurong chiéu hiu, vira cudi nhe vira ndi, “Cubn sach yéu thich ctia anh 1 gi?”
C6 rét nhidu cach dé ga lam c6 ngac nhién va 4n turgng. Ga c6 thé ndi 1 thich bét cir tic phimnao cia Charles Dickens.

Hoéc Ia ctia Tolstoy.

Hodc I tiéu sir ctia Nelson Mandela.

Hay I quyén sach vé mdt phy nit Ailen da danh ca doi dé xay dung va diéu hanh mot trai md ¢6i & Viét Nam

“C6 mdt quyén di dau t6i ciing mang theo. Quyén t6i thich nhét,” Casey ndi, “Do 1 quyén sb nhé méu den c6 ghi tit ca nhitng sb dién thoai ma t6i
thich.”

Ga dang cudi ngr mot thing ngu. Ga diing 1 mot thiing ngu. Néu c6 ti tdt dep ndo trong ngudi Casey Kruger thi héin 1 né da bi chon rt rit sau.
Ban dang doc truyén Minh Thur Yéu Nhé, Cleo? dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 30

Thét ding k dién hinh. Bing liic ta can vé mién phi, thi dai phat thanh chéing c6 c4i vé ndo. Miy vé cho budi hoa nhac Ion cudi tudn nay ¢ nha hat
Colston da dc trao cho mt nguoi ndng dan thang cude cir khiang khing rang ong ta la fan cta Prokofiev. Mot cdp vé nita d€ di nghe mot ca si giong
nam cao quyen ril thoi thurong nhat ctia gioi opera ¢ London da dugc trao cho mdt fan nit cuéng nhiét ma cau tra 101 théng cude cta ¢6 ta, néu cd ta may
min duogc gip ca sindy, 1a “Chao anh, anh ngiri miéng vai ndy xem c6 ding 1a mii chloroform khong?”

Ash ngdi dura vao ghé va gb gb dau bit bi vao riang, Diu hay nhit nén Bmrd rang i chér doi dé fuot vé mién phi khac t6i vin phong,

Nhung kién nhén chura bao gior  diém manh ciia anh. Va d ¢6 giing tu tao cho minh mot budi gin giong nhur cude hen ho thi vie cho doi | gan nhur
khong thé chap nhan duge. Co nghia 1a anh s€ phai ty mua vé. Puoc thoi, anh s€ lam vay.

Nam phitt leét mang sau d6, nhigm vu da hoan thanh. Mot nhiém v dét d6 vi budi bicu dién d6 da hét vé va anh phai vao diit eBay. Hai ci vé ngon ctia
anh hon mdt tram bang, Anh khong thay phién lam, nhung s€ hoi khd chiu khi phai gia vo 1a minh cé duge vé mién phi.

Oi dao, con im gi duoc nira. Viday cling khong hén i cude hen diing nghia mé. Néu Fia biét anh phai tra tién vé, ¢6 s& ghér]g bao gio di cing anh. Hon
nira, anh ciing chang dam m6 miéng moi ¢6. Boi vi ¢6 nghi anh la mbt dong thit xau xiky cuc kho wa con anh thi khong the trach ¢6 duoc. Anh bi méc
ket trong dong cat Iim tinh thn, ngdy cang thich ¢4 hon nhung ctr nhin thiy ¢4 la anh lai cang thém d& dan va ng6 ngan. Ngoai trir may cau ngin ngli,
tham chi con b& it khi anh ]am bam may 161 nham nhi.

Oi dao, niém vui di nghe nhac ¢ dién I vdy day. {t nhét ta ciing budc phai ngdi im trong khi moi chuyén dang dién ra. Roi khi dén gitr gidi lao, anh 6 thé
viet trurde cho minh mdt doan hoi thoai, hoc thude long doan d6, rdi cir theo d6 ma noi. Pring 64, 101 thoai: Cau tra 16i nam & day.

Thé I xong,
Frank chao Ash va rot cho anh mot cde bia nhe. “Téi nay cau an & ddy 42"

Ash li{éc nhin thye don viét trén bang den. Chi nghi ¢én viée thye don nay dugc viét boi Fia 13 anh da thé}{ 16 thit déic bict 1o va cam thiy xa0 xuyén.
C6 diéu anh khong thay doi chit nao. Nhung anh lai khong muon Fia nghi 13 mon an ctia ¢6 khong ngon lam r6i cam thay bi hat hui.

“Con bé lai lam béanh thit bd him ndm dy.” Frank nhin anh khuyén khich. “M6n yéu thich ctia cau ding khong?”


http://ebookfull.net

S& thé ndo néu c6 ndu mon d6 vi dé i moén yéu thich ctia anh nhi? Bo qua cai bung van con no - chét tiét, anh biét minh khéng nén vao KFC an trrdc
khi vé day - Ash vira vO bung wira c6i md ndi, “Lam sao t6i bo qua duge mon banh thit bo ham nam ngon tam thé gidi nay chir. Mang ra cho t6i di,
Frank, va dumg quén mude xot!”

Khong cin quan tAm xem minh 6 dt ngon kinh dé gy 4n tuong voi Fia khong nira. Tir khi ¢ i vige trong bép anh d ting ba can. Oi cha, ciing déng
8 hy sinh than minh thoi. Chi | quy uat cho va nhén thoi. Tir nay trds di anh s& khong &n sang nita.

Timanh thue s nhd mdt nhip khi Fia tir bép di ra bé hai c4i dia va trong dep hon bao gior hét.

“Mot Gocchi Dolcelatte, mot béanh thit bo him nim.” C6 nhin quanh céc ban va Ash cam thiy choéing véng, Bp tirc ude minh da goi mén gnocchi.
Nhimng nguoi dan 6ng goi banh thit bo ham ném thudng 1 nhitng nguoi don gian, khi kho, 0 li va thicu mao hiém. Han dng chon &n Gnocchi Doleelatte
bi hiém, khac la, tur tin, va rat tuyét khi IEn girong,

“Cia t61 d6.” Cai 6ng an gnocchi vay canh tay &o udt; trong ng ta nhur nhén vién bi boc 16t sudt doi bi nguoi ta quén khong cho thing tién.

Ash thé ra. Ai bao anh suy nghi phién ‘diénwthé' dau. Cam thiy kha hon doi chut, anh ra hiéu cho Fia la anh s& &n banh ham. Dé Fia phu vu ong an gnocchi
trude, anh s€ c6 thoi gian néi voi cd ve buoi hoa nhac. Pung day, hoan toan theo k& hoach.

“Cia anh ddy.” C6 mim cudi voi anh - theo phép lich su? hay than thién? hay ngai ngiing? - rdi dat c4i dia trude mit anh.

“Chao.” Bam co cung quanh miéng anh lap tirc rim r6 s¢ hi trude canh phai cudi dap lai ¢d va anh cémthéy co mat minh co lai thanh ra mdt diéu nhan
nhé di nhan. Puogc 161, phai van dung chién thuat lai sang chuyén khac thoi... “Gnocchi nghe c6 vé ngon.”

“0,” Fia dimg lai. “Anh khong nudn in banh nay 42”

“Khong... y t0i 4 c6... y i chi B n6 nghe c6 vé ngon... Gocehi Dolcelatte y...” Khi thét, anh lai nhur vy roi. Lan ndy, khong thé tin durge, anh lai con
gia giong Y dén 16 bich nita chir. Anh két that nhanh, “Nghe the thdi chir chac mon d6 khong ngon dau nhi?”

C6 nhin anh. “Mén gnocchi ctia t6i chéing c6 gl ma khong ngon ca.”

“Toi biét, toi biét ma, ¥ t6i khong phai viy.” Ash Fic du ni lién. “Ma thoi, ¢6 tin tdt dy, t6i da xin dwoc hai vé di xem Richard Mills & nha hét Colston.”
[t nhét anh ciing n6i duge mdt cau tir té. Mét Fia md to va ¢d reo 1én mimg 1d. “Oi troi o, thit khong?”

“Thét chir.” Ca khudn mit c6 bimng lén. Ca dong tir ciing gifin ra. Sao diéu d6 khong xay ra khi ¢o nhin thiy anh chi.

Fia nin thé 6m nguc. “Homnao?”

Anh ¢6 thé con nhiéu diém chura duoc nhung khong ngu ngde. Ash n6i, “Thir Ba.” Boi vi d6 1 ngiy nghi ctia ¢6. Tin hay khong thi tity, d4y chinh 1 Iy do
anh mua vé dém dién thir Ba.

“Oi, qua tuyét! Hai vé di xem Richard Mills, khong thé tin dwoc I anh lai xin dugc vé. Anh gioi ghé!”
Ash thiy Iong 4m ap. Déy c6 thé | m6n tién mdt trim hai muroi bang ximg déng nhét anh timg tiéu.

“Hom nay anh s& dugc mién phi banh trang miéng.”” Fia van cudi rang 16 v6i anh. “Banh anh dao vun, banh xp s6 ¢ la, banh dao mréng... anh chon
di.”

“Cha, t61 mirng la c6 vui.” Thye ra, sy hao hitng ctia ¢6 vugt qua mong doi ctia anh. Cémth?iy tha long d6i chut, Ash noi, “Chic s& hay Bm” Hay a?
Lai chang tuyét ci meo dy chir. Anh da hinh dung duoc budi t6i hom do hai ngudi ¢ bén nhau, di udng mdt ly trude do, n6i chuyén trong quiy ruou
dong duic cua nha hat, nhitng ngurong ngiing s€ bien mat khi hai nguoi gan két véi nhau theo cach ma anh chura thé...

“Oi troi, s& tuyét voi im day! O, khach vin dang cho. Toi phéi quay lai bép day!”

Bén lic Ash &n hét phin ctia minh, anh va Fia gin nhw da cudi nhau, Nghi dén vige phai chiu dymg ca mdt tdi nghe nhac ctia Richard Mills “Nhin t0i di,
t61 ding 14 cai dinh bi nung nong chdy,” Ash thay ching khac gi tra tan. C6 thé cudi cliing trong ddm cudi ho s& cling nhau nhay di€u vii than tién trén nén
nhac keén ing tai nhire 6c, “O Sole Mio.”

Diéu nay, véi anh ching yéu thich bai hat “Firestarter” ctia Prodigy, qué thit d mdt ky cong,

Nhung diéu d6 khong quan trong. Vido s& B bai hét ciia hai nguoi, mdt céch ghi nhé vinh vién dém dau tién ctia ho ¢ bén nhau, khi anh phai tré ca dong
tién mua hai vé va gia vo 1a duoc cho khong... r6i ¢6 s€ cudi dén thé nao khi anh ndi that vé muru meo nay...

“Cua ciu ddy.” Deborah xuit hién, Ky dia ctia anh mang di va thay bang mdt bat bénh anh dao nuéng vun. “Trong bép ¢6 mdt ¢d bé dang phan khich.
Caulamco ay vui lam”

Long tyr tin dang Ién trong huyét quan cau. Nhay m¥it v6i Deborah, Ash néi, “Vay I tot 1.



“T6i khong biét cau c6 vé mién phi & chd m diy.”
“A, thinh thoang thoi. Hai vé ndy dén diing dot nay thoi.”

“Cau that may mén. Niém vui duy nhét khi lim cong viée nay 1 n khoai chién mién phi khi ching da hét han.” Deb ¢6 vé hy vong. “Néu Iic ndo cau
thira vé xem Take That thi...”

“Pumg chd doi vién vong qua,” Ash noi.
No dén v& bung nhung anh van ngdn hét duoc phén banh. Vira in xong thi Fia lai xuat hién, miéng cudi turoi roi.

““Anh c6 bj héit hoi khong? Toi vira goi dién ké cho Aaron ban ti vé chuyén anh da m. That khong thé tin duoc. Toi chua bao gios thy cau dy vui
mirng dén thé. Cu ay ndi cam on anh rat, rat nhiéu.”

Ash thiy nhur thoang dugc quay lai gios kiém tra ngir phap tai hoa khi con di hoc: Tim 18i sai trong doan van trén.

Anh hoi ic dAu. “Tai sao lai cam on?”

“Boi vi t6i vira il cau Ay di cing ma cu 4y lai 1 fan cudng ctia Richard Mills. Y t6i 1, anh khong biét dau, Aaron 1 fan sé mt clia ong Ay day!”

OK, anh hiéu doan trén c6 gisai 1oL Méy chir @6 cir nay loan én trong dAu nhu dan nu6e, anh nmurong tugng lai doan hoi thoai tir dAu. Hiéu Am da phat
sinh bang cach nao va do va...

“Thé nén msi thélt hoan héo,” Fia tiép tuc huyén thuyén, “boi vi s& phi pham biét bao néu tdi di clng ai d6 ma ho nghi Richard Mills chi... binh thwong
thoi. Roi sau d6 chinh t6i ciing s& thay khong thich. Nhung cd Aaron ciing di s€ 1am cho budi biéu dién cang tuyét voi hon vi cdu ay thich 6ng lAim.”
Ash mubn chét rét c4i du ctia anh chang Aaron mé mén Richard dén dén don nay khoi vai. Anh noi I6n véi giong buc boi, “Néu anh ta thich dén thé,
that dang ngac nhién 14 anh ta chua ty mua vé cho minh.” Thﬁng cha keo kiét, an bam nguroi khac, vo vét d6 mién phi... ha, cé dicu vé nay c¢d mien phi
dau. Puogc roi, mic ké, anh s& khong dirng ngoai vy nay va dé...

‘0, chinh thé ma chuyén nay cang thém tuyét voi, boi vi nhur moi Jan thi cau Ay s& ra mua vé ngay p tirc, B ngurdi dau tién xép hang luon. Nhung by
i cau Ay khong tai ndo ¢6 du tién,” Fia noi. “Cau 4y khanh kiét 1.

Hurm, biét mi. Poi da, c6 phai vi thing cha d6 qua w kém coi khong?

9 A

“Va cAu dy ximg dang nhan duoc 1ong tt,” ¢6 tiép tuc. “S& gitp cau 4y vui Ién sau con 4c mdng vira trai qua.”

Ash nhiim mit thit nhanh. “Anh ta | ai co?”

“Trude day ciu dy md mot ctra hang 16ng khung tranh anh d6i dlen ctra hang ctia me Will. Aaron rat d& mén, luon gitp nguoi khac lamrmy viéc It vat
ho khong tir lam duoc. Caua ay sOng v6i me, sau nay ba bi bénh mit tri nén ciu ta phéi danh hét thoi gian chim soc me vi ba khong mu6n vao nha dudng
I0. Nén cudi cling ciu ay rmt ctra hang va thanh con ng.... Ho phai ban can nha g6 mot ting dé & trong can ho nho xiu. Nhung r6i me Aaron it ding
dém Giang sinh va cdu dy rat dau kho. Toi van giir lién lac v6i cau dy tir hdi d6, tudn ndo ciing goi dién hoi tham, dé biét cau Ay van on. 'Nhung day la lan
dAu tién cau ay vui dén vay.” Fia viron ngupl chot ndm tay Ash. “Camon anh. That d6, anh khong biét minh da tao ra khéac biét dén thé nao dau. That
tuyét khi co the 1am gi d6 ot dep cho céu ay dé thay doi khong khi.”

Oi gioi dét quy than oi.

“Khong van dé g” Tim anh ndm nhur mdt dong thit thdi lanh tanh trong ngwe; Ash gin nhur khéng cét ndi cau ni. “Téi mimg 1 minh c6 thé gip.”

Ban dang doc truyén Minh Thir Yéu Nhé, Cleo? duoc tii mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chwong 31

Cleo db xe bén vé dudng, quan st Casey Kruger tir xa dang 18 dam dong ngudi him md tu tp trén via hé bén ngoai cira sin khiu Hippodrome.

Ma goi do 1a ddm dong thi cling hoi qud. Vao lic mudi rudi mbt dém thing Ba mua lanh, gan nhu chiing c6 miy ngudi ma tu tap. Cleo dém duroc mudi
moOt ngudi va hau het 1 ngudi haim md c6 da thy trude do, nhitng fan cudng nhiét tp hop ¢ ddy dém nay qua dém khdc, sung suéng khi Casey nhén ra
ho, d6i khi tham chi con goi tén ho va khién ho cam thay dugc quan tam lai.

“Toi | ngudi ndi tiéng,” Casey tuyén b, tha ngudi xubng ghé tam phut sau d6. “Cho t6i ra khoi dy.”
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DPémndo gi ciing “dia” y nhur vy. Léi xe len qua dam nguoi him md khi ho tan ra, Cleo hoi tham, “Dém dién t6t dep chir?”

“Tbt lim.” Ga thé dai. “Dién vién hét rdi nhay, khan gia vd tay, ho reo, rdi dién vién hat thém mot chit.” Ngimg lai. “Toi dang ¢b goi cho ban gii cii
nhung c6 ta khong nhac may.”

“Oi cha,” Hay ddy, ban gai cii.

“R4i t6i goi vé nha cho ba me t6i nhung khong ai tra 101

uo.”

“Bd 61 bi hoi. Y 6i 14 troc 16¢ 4y.” Casey lic dau. “Nhu mdt qua trimg.”

“Thé 42 Chuyén ndy s& dan dén dau day?

“U.” Ga bét du t ril, I tay vao toc. “Em biét t6i nay t6i thdy gi khi soi grong khong?”

Cleo lich xe qua d4m dong xe cd trong trung tam thanh phd. “O, néu anh soi grong thi t6i doan 1 anh nhin thdy. .. chinh anh?”

“Vui tinh d4y.” Tét nhién i ¢6 ¢b giing tréu dua trong tim gi hiéu duoc. Ngdi dura hin vao ghé boc da, Casey n6i, “Toi phét hién ra mdt diém hoi. Pang
sau gay t61. Khong hoan toan hoi.” Tay gi s quanh dau dé timra diem do. “Nhung toc dang thura di. Chac chan dang rung dan.”

“O, t6i khong thiy gi ca.” Toi nghiép, c6 phai noi diéu gi cho g vui Ién thoi.
“Day ndy.” Giong Casey nghe ¢6 vé cam chiu. “Diém bao tir nhién rang thoi gian da hét, anh da huong du rdi, thoi trai tré da qua di”
“O thoi ndo, dau dén ndi thé.”

“Khong u? Tam nidm trude dam dong vo vap Jy ti. Toi c6 album hai lin bach kim va show dién & Wembley ban sach vé. Gios t6i da ba muroi tur tudi
roL”

Théy anh mit cia Cleo qua guong chiu hu, g ni, “Puge rdi, ba muroi sau. Tir g s& chi con di xudng dée thoi.” Ga nglmg lai. “Em biét cam gidc ddy
thé nao khong? Nhu cut ay.”

Chuyén di tir Bristol vé khach san ctia Casey mét hai muroi phut. Cleo dimg xe ngoai san, gi ndi, “Xin Ibi em. Tdi nay trong t6i khdn kho qua ding
khong?”

“Khong sao dau ma.” Ai biét duogc 6 lai thiy t6i nghiép cho Casey Kruger thé ndy? Ga thuong tr tin vao ban than Em ma.
“Hom nay 14 ky niém déam cudi ctia bd me t6i. Thé nén t6i moi mudn duge néi chuyén véi ho.” Anh ta dua dién thoai lén.
“Oicha.”

“Anh chi thiy hoi nh¢ nha. Piéu d6 binh thuong thoi.”

“Binh thurdng cha lim chuyén d6 d& chap nhan hon ti ndo.” Bat dén trong xe Ién va xoay hung lai dé khong ddi mét véi co, Casey nghiéng dau ndi, “Em
nhin xem. Em ¢6 thay diém hoi d6 khong? C6 dé nhén ra khong?”

“Khong dau. Ma néu thdy thi t6i da n6i roi,” Cleo néi. “Toi that tha m ma.”

“A, em tuyét Iim” Nhe nhom ra mt, g4 nd nu cuoi nhan nhd. “Em vao lammdt ly nhé?”

Cleo chin chir. Cach ndo hay nhét dé tir chdi nhi?

“Di ndo. Toi hira s& khong khén khd nhur lic ndy nita.”

“DA gin murdi mdt gidr 1. Qudy ruou chic sip dong cira 161 Con lu c6 mdi Ién phong gi.

“Néu van con ngudi mua db udng thi ho con md.” Chi tro bi db déy dp xe, Casey n6i, “Ma tréng ¢6 vé nhur dém nay con nhidu ngudi trong d6 Em”
“Toi phai lai xe.”

“Nghe ndy, néu embo di biy gio, t0i s& phéi ngdi m)t minh trong géc quiy rrou, thiy nhd nha va vira ubng bia vira khoc. Nhung néu em & lai udng mot
coc thdi,” Casey noi, “‘chi ngdi ciing t6i khoang hai muroi phiit thdi, t6i s€ thay kha hon.”

Can gat nude dua di dua lai. Nude mira tir man den roi ddm dop xubng noc xe.



“Pima,” Casey noi.

Ho may min tim duoc chd dd xe ngay bén canh 16 vao khéch san, bén trén c6 canh cay kimngin dua ra c6 thé che mura cho ho khi di vao trong,
“Pugc r61.” Cleo nhanh chéng quay xe I vao chd d3. “Chi mot ly thoi nhé.”

Chi ¢6 diéu 1 moi chuyén dau c6 dién ra nhur vy dugc, ding khong? Mot ly chiing bao gidr dii ca. Vi Casey thi rd rang 1 vy, gi da udng niim chai bia
va t6i ly whisky thir ba. Ngdi canh gi, Cleo d udng nurdc cam, nurde ¢o ga, nude khoang, va mit chai nurde ngot Appletize. Co thay khét khi phai ngdi
nghe mdt ngudi da ting 14 siéu sao nay chi con 1a mdt ngdi sao hang thuong phan nan vé cude doi tham thurong cua minh.

Nhung ciing thil vi. Va céch nhin ciia ¢6 ciing thay doi khi thiy duge phin ndo d6 bén dudi I6p vo cuc ky tur tin va xac xuge kia. Cang ngdi Au trong
g6c quay ruou khach san, Cleo cang I vé but rit.

“.. déy, dang ra bay gio toi da phai &n dinh rdi, ]éy vo ¢6 con, tAt ca rrﬁy vi€e d6. Pung mit cai, t6i da ba muoi tu tudi. ..” “Ba muroi sdu,” Cleo chinh
lai.

“Trdi, dimg ndi thé, vay con t& hon. Va t6i mubn ly vo, that ddy.” Ga budn ba Fic dau. “Nhung t6i chéng tim dwoc ngudi ndo phit hop. Toi khong biét
minh sai & dau nita. Toi cr dinh dang dén ai 1a nguoi d6 cudi cung lai ban chuyén doi tur cua t6i cho bao chi. D€ doan. .. bo doi”

bung vdy. Nhung 1di Casey dau co tur thwong Jdy minh khi chon ban gii. Nhitng ¢6 ga chon déu téc vang, da ram ndng, méc vay siéu ngin, va moi biu
ra giong hét nhau. Hon nita, néu cho mot day cac ¢6 toc vang mbi mong giong hét nhau xEp hang, chéc chin Casey s& chon ra chinh céi ¢6 dang vay vay
trén dau tam bién Ban Chuyén Poi Tu Cho Bao chil.

“Anh can tim cho minh mdt ¢6 géi tot,” Cleo khudy da trong cdc.

“Toi biét.”

“Ai d6 biét cam hoa, khau thim va biét néu an.”

“Va c6 co thé nong bong.”

“Anh thiy khong? Pdy ¢6 thé 13 Iy do anh di sai duong.”

Casey trong c6 vé ton throng. “Nay, t6i ¢ tiéu chuén cta t6i chir. Toi khong thich miy con ché gid kém chét hrong nit ca chan to ding va nguc sé.”
“Péy | cach anh phan loai phy ni trong thé gidi ctia minh 42 Pan ba ndng bong ning ngurc va chd gia kém chét hrong?”

Ga nhan mat. “Thé nghe hoi qua dang. Chi i loai phy nit t6i thich va loai t6i khong thich thoi.”” Anh ta cudi nira miéng. “Nhur thé nghe kinh khing m a?”
“Thé, chi to mo thoi, t6i | dan ba nong bong hay ché gia?”

(4 ling ting, “Um.

“Puge 16, thé anh c6 hen ho voi ngudi nhur t6i khong? Gia sir 4y?”

“Oi troi. .. khong. C6 18 1a khong, Khong c6 ¥ ché bai dau nhé.”

“Puore 10, khdng sao. Thé t6i a loai chd gia 101, Cleo noi.

“Khong, khong!”

“Nhung anh khong cho 14 t6i hdp din, diing khong? Vi t6i khong nhudm toc vang va ndi dai.”
Casey n6i vé phong thit, “Toi da hen ho v6i mdt ¢b toc ndu rdi.”

“Thu giéin di, 16 khong dinh tim i khen dau. Anh ciing khong phai loai dan ong toi thich. Nhung thé ny ciing thi vi,” Cleo néi. “N6i xem, cho t6i biét
thém vai ly do tai sao anh khong thich t6i di.”

Ga udng hét ly bia, lau miéng, ngira ngudi ra, va tir tir danh gia 6.
“Em khong bom ngyre.”

“MEit tinh Fim.”

“Emnén can nhic di, em biét ddy. Nguc em ci phing ira.”

“Lidauma L.”



“C6 cai ddy vao I khac han déy, t6i néi cho ma biét.” Anh ta chi 40 khodc va 40 so'mi ciia ¢6. “Va cach an méic ctia em don diéu qua.”
Troi dét. “Déy khong phai quan 4o t6i thudng méc, day 1 dong phuc.”

Casey nhudng may nghi ngd. “Thé khi khong phéi di lim, em c6 mic vay ngfin, 4o tré ¢, va quan 40 vai ni 1ng bong bude day khong?”
“Hai that,” Cleo ndi, “khong, t61 khong méc cdi cua ng éy.”

Ga giang tay ra. “Thdy chua, quin 4o ctia em tht 13 don diéu.”

Tai sao cd phai quan tim chir. Ga hét thudc chira roi. Lai con ndc nhur hii chim nita chir.

“Doi ti quay lai ngay.”” Ga xin phép vao phong vé sinh nam “Em hiy 1 thién than t5t bung goi thém mdt chau nita nhé.”

“Thién than nhéch nhac 4?7

Ga nhe rang, “Emdau c6 nhéch nhac.”

“T6i mét Bm Mudn roL.”

“Chi mdt ly nita thoi. That vui khi ¢6 ai d6 ni chuyén cing,” Thiy ¢6 ngép ngimg, gi ndi thém, “Téi s& moi em néu em mudn.”

“Thoi dugc, ti s& am thém mdt ly nira r6i vé.” Ga di rdi, Cleo goi nguoi tiép ruou ti. “Cho i nude ¢6 ga. Va mit ly whisky nita cho anh Kruger.”
Hoa don s€ dai lam day, on troi ¢ khong phai nguoi tra tien.

“Ly dip a?”

u() khéng,”

Céu tiép vién chan chir, “Nhung tat ca cac ly kia déu a ly dup.”

Troi dét, that 42 Bing 1 nde nhu hii chim. “Lan ndy chi ly don théi,” Cleo néi. “Cir cho thém it d4 vao. Anh ta s& khong nhén ra dau.”

Murdi lim phut sau, c6 dimng Ién ra v&. Theo chan ¢ ra ngoai sanh I& tan It gb, Casey noi, “Ngudi dep biét khong, & bén em tdi nay t6i vui im.”
Ngudi dep. Cleo bo qua. “Y anh i con bé nhéch nhic ndy bau ban ciing khong t& phéi khong?”

“T6i da noi roi. Em khong nhéch nhac.” Nam duogc khuyu tay ¢, gii xoay ¢d lai dbi mét véi minh. “O em c6 cai gi do. Emco. .. ca tinh.”

“Pé 61 cho anh biét mot bi mét nhé. Toi khong phién khi anh ndi t6i nhur vay. Nhung nhiéu ¢ gai khéc s& coi d6 1 sy bing ma ddy.”

“Toi s& khong noi nhwr vay véi nhimg co gai khéc. Bai vi tinh cach dbi véi ho khong quan trong. Nhung em thi khac.”

“Ding. Toi khong méc dd ni 1ong bong va t6i khong ¢6 bd nguce & E thach db trong hwe.”

Casey cudi. “Thiy khong? Bau ban voi em vui that. Thii vi ghé.” Dot ngot dura vao tudng, gi kéo theo ca 6. “C6 1 t6i da di sai duong sudt bao nam
nay... dén day ndo ngudi dep.”

Tay phai g gilt eo c. Trong mit thoang mo6i g kep chat moi ¢6 va miii ruou syre Ion mili 0. Khi that, dang ra ¢6 phai doan duoc moi phai. Ty ria
tham da dé chuyén nay xéy ra, Cleo vut quay mit di va trudon sang bén, cli xuéng qua tay trai gi dang dua vao tudng

Va nhin thiy Johnny LaVenture dang nhin ¢6 tir du kia sanh & tin véi ny cudi kho hiéu trén nit.
“O nay, emdi d4u thé?” Casey budc Ién mjt budc, ngac nhién hét sirc.

“Cleo.” Gat dau chao ¢, Johnny néi, “Vui qua lai duge gap cau o day.”

X4u hé khi biét hén da nhin thiy gi, ¢6 kéo thing 40 khodc. “T6 dang dinh vé thoi.”

“Em gip nguoi quen 42 Ngoi lai nhin Johnny, Casey n6i, “C6 dy tuyét im. Rat c6 ca tinh.” Anh ta huych Cleo. “Ngay ca khi phai tra tién dé ¢6 Ay noi
chuyén v6i minh.”

Mt Johnny lp lanh. “C6 4y ly anh bao nhiéu tién?”’
Budn cudi that. C§ tinh b di, Cleo quay lung lai v6i Casey. “Tam biét. Toi s& d6n anh lic bn gid ngly mai”

“Toi s& tra thém tién,” Casey n6i. “Em chi can ni voi t6i thoi.”
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Chuwong 32

Casey lio dao tr¢ lai quiiy~ ruou, kéo theo ca dam may mi hoi rugu whisky. Pén giy v& 161, Cleo roi khéch san, chay xudng bac thang d4, 15m bdm 16i
qua may viing nrde t6i cho dé xe.

Khi dang dua xe ra khoi chd @b dudi tan kim ngén nhé nude thi o thiy ¢6 ai gd vao kinh ctra s canh ghé phu. Qua cira kinh Iim tAm mrdc mura, mt
hén trong nhu dang tan chay.

C6 kéo kinh ctra sb xubng, Johnny bén n6i, “Chao cau.”

“Chao.” Trong anh sang chap chon, gd ma hén gidng nhur ctia Johnny Depp.
“Vé nha?”

“Xong luon.”

Hén khong néi gi, chi nhin c¢6 chim chi.

“Nhanh Ién nao, vao di,” Cleo néi

“Camon.” Hin nhay vao ghé bén canh co.

“Té khong phai i tai xé taxi, cau biét ddy.”

Hin nhe rang. “Céu 14 ban t6. Thé con tét hon nhidu.”

“Hirm.”” Bung c6 quén lai nhir con s bi xién. La ban hén? That éy ha?

“T¢ goi thir bdn haing taxi r0i, nhung bon ho déu bao phii hai tiéng nita. L2 16i ctia t6; déng ra phai goi tir trurde.” Johnny Ay ngon tay chai m6 toc udt.
“Ma khong sao. Céu dén that dung lic.”

“T6 cling hiru dung ddy chir. Ma d€ t6 dinh chinh lai | t6 khong Hy tién cia thiing cha dién vién truyén hinh ngudi Uc d6 dé ngdi n6i chuyén véi anh ta.”
Khi di qua canh cong sat an tugng cua khach san, Cleo noi, “Anh ta say thoi.”

“Khi nhin théy anh ta hon cu t6 ciing doan thé. Xin 16i nhé.” Johnny gio tay tu bao vé. “Nh migng ddy. Tét nhién anh ta mudn hon ciu rdi. Ai lai khong
muon cha?”

O, thé nghia 1 thé nao? “Néu ciu dang dinh tréu choc t6 thi xin mdi cau ra khoi xe di bo vé nha.”

“Pau c6.” Khde miéng hin giat giat. “Du sao thi anh ta khong xtmg vi cau duoc. Thé miy chuyén vé quin 4o ni I6ng bong véi ngue ¢& E 1 sao vay?”
“Cau khong thich nghe méy chuyén d6 dau. Ma,” Cleo chinh lai, “biét dau ddy, nhung dimng ban tim Thé cau dén khach san d6 am gi vay?”
“An t6i voi nha Hart-Berkeley. Ho mudn diit mot bure tuong cho trai ngwa.” Han dimg lai. “Céu khong can phai nang nguc 1én ¢& E dau.”
Oi troi dat. “Té biét rdi! Cau nghe duoc bao nhiéu phﬁn cudc noi chuyén ctia bon t6?”

“O, ciing kha. Bon t& ngdi ngay déng sau hai ngudi & quay ruou.”

Khi g6 miy ci ngiin dat gd cao nghéu Ay.

“Chi td mod thoi, ¢6 phai lic d6 cau mubn dugce anh ta khen khong?”

“Khong.”

“Cau 6 thim yéu trom nhé Casey Kruger khong?”

“Khong hé!”

“That cha?”
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“Cau khong thiy 4? Té da tranh khi anh ta hon t6.”

Johnny nhiin vai. “Ai ma biét cau c¢6 phai dang im cao khong”
“Tin t& di, t& khong c6 nhu vay.”

“Tiéc that. Néu khong t6 da thing cugc.”

Viy I hén chira quén.

“U cau chua thing dau.” Long Cleo quin lai va ¢b c6 mdt cam giac kinh khing rang minh biét Iy do. C6 khong mudn Johnny nghi rang minh ¢0 to'tinh gi
voi Casey Kruger. Thét tha ma n6i, day 1 chuyén c6 s& khong ké vi bt cir ai, ¢6 chi ¢ to tinh voi mdt ngudi duy nhit va ngudi 4y dang ngdi ngay bén
canh c6 trong chiéc xe ndy.

Oi troi, 16i, cudi cling ¢b cting tyr thi v6i chinh minh. Cleo nu6t khé nhoc. M6 tinh cambong bong c6 danh cho Johnny LaVenture da ]z':mg xubng thanh
cdi gi d6 10 hinh hai. Han von hap dan va 16i cuon, nhung gan dy c6 bong nhén ra rang vé tinh cach han thure ra tot hon c6 nghi rat nhiéu. C6 tho gap,
thuc sy thay so vi phat hién vira roi. C6 thich han. Rat thich. Nhung d6 chwra han [a mdt y kien hay; hdn c6 the ¢6 nhitng diém tot nhung hén cling . ...

“Con c40.” Johnny thiy mdt 1ong do ndu mo md chay ngang qua dudng vao bui cay thip va bién mit.

Thét thich hop vi héin v céo c6 rit nhiéu diém chung. Ca hai déu tinh ranh va tir tin, tham lam va lau ca. Ca hai déu biét minh mudn gi va phai dat duoc
muc dich mdi thoi. Véi thai do ddm lam thi moi thanh cong do, c4 hai déu c6 thé khién nhitng ngudi dé lung lac bi mé hogic dén md mit.

Va noi bon ho di qua chi con lai mot Iii ga mit dau.

Cleo tép trung vao doan duong trurde miat, t6iden va tron’nlﬁy vi mura. Piéu ¢6 hoc duoc khi 16n én 2 dung dinh dang dén cdo thanh tinh phién ban
nguol Khong cho phép minh roi vao hoan canh d6. Boi néu vay, minh s bi hily hoai.

Tir hdi bé xiu xiu ¢b da yéu mén em gii ciia me ¢6. Di Jean, véi d6i mét ndu lip lanh va glong Audrey Hepburn hdi tré nhu 16t, d& bao boc ¢6 trong tinh
thurong va 1ong yéu mén tran ddy. Di luén vui vé, hay cudi, vo tw, nhu mdt nang cong chila song cude doi hanh phiic nhét. Cleo da thé khi Ién Ién ciing s&
duoc hét nhur di.

C5 khong nh¢ di Jean va chit David gip nhau lin dau tién thé nao, nhung mot trong nhimg ky (rc tudi tho dep nhét ctia c6 1 lic ¢b sau tudi, duoe lam
phit dau trong I8 curdi cha di. Hom d6 a mot ngiy ndng néng, ¢6 mic chiéc vay hong bong véi nhimg nu hdng tiép méu trén téc, va co bi Abbie méng khi
gia v im ngyra chay nurée kiéu khiip san nha th sau budi 6.

Ngay hom dé con mdt chuyén ma c6 van nhd, khi co chay ra ngoai sanh nha tho lang trong lic moi ngudi an udng thi chu David dang dung ¢ 16i di nho
h6n mot ngudi phu nit ¢6 chira bao gidy nhin thiy. Nhung chi 4y c6 vé biét rat 1d ¢6 ta. RS dén mirc con lin sd 4o ngure ¢b ta.

Thé rdi, khi 16n hon, ciing khong can ai phai giai thich, Cleo tur hiéu rang khi tir truong vé nha ma nhin thiy di Jean ngi trong bép vai me thi tot nhét nén
tranh ra chd khac. Boi vi hbi d6 di Jean khong con vui vé nhur tru6e; that sy thi di gan nhu chéng bao gio' cudi nira. Thay vao d6 di con luon cau gian, va
cir n6i di noi lai nhing 10i thi tham xen lan nﬁt mé gi d6 ma tré con nghe khong hiéu. Roi di bat dau khoc, ic dau con khe kb, r6i to dan va loan xi hon,
ding gidy an nhwr chao chdp, chang themde y 1 nuée mili dang chay rong rong va trong minh tht nhéch nhéc. D6 1 khoang thoi gian Cleo ghét nhat.
Ngay ca khi thém banh bich quy hay nuéc qua r6 dai thi c6 ciing chang chiu vao bép khi di Jean dang trong tinh trang nhur vay. Ma ddy 14 trede khi di &y
bt dau mang vé nha nhitng chai thudc nho, By tir trong tii ra d6 vao cc tra.

Teacher’s[1] . D6 1a tén ghi bén ngoai cai chai. Cleo nhé ic d6 c6 khong hiéu tai sao di Jean khong phai gido vién ma lai udng thir do.

[1] Tén mdt loai rurou.

Johnny ngdi canh n6i, “Cau tur nhién yén king thé.”

“Chi dang nghi thoi.”

“Ng]’i’ g‘l?”

“Bon cdo.” Chil David chinh 13 con céo; dep trai, thich tan tinh, mt dan choi thurc thy. Hf}i d6 c6 quy chivi ChLlVLll tinh va hay cuoi. Bay gio, sao bao
nhiéu nim, c6 nhan ra 1a cha that ich ky va vo trach nhi¢ém, chi nghi cho chinh minh, va ching thém bén tdm vé noi dau minh giy ra cho nguoi khac.
Ma ¢6 trdi chimg giam, chii & 4y gyraé che ndi dau. Chi David 1 ngudi tréang hoa; lang cha hét ¢6 nay dén 6 kia, dudi ap uc d6 ma di Jean sup do Di

udng ruegu ngay cang nhiéu va bat dAu udng cc loai thudc n 1on, uong thuoc an than voi thude giam dau mot cach tiry tién. Bat cir cai gi dé gitp di song
qua ngdy. Trir bién phap giai quyét rd rang nhét, 1 rdi bo nguoi chdng quyén rit khong chung thiy ciia di.

Nhung y niémrdi bo chi khong hé tn tai trong dau di Jean. Di yéu chi hon bét cir thir gi trén doi. Chi 4y 1 cude séng ctia di. Néu khong c6 chii Dave
thi di chi con nudn chét.

C6 lan di ngang qua bép Cleo tinh co nghe thiy cau nay, theo sau 1 1oi me dap, “Bimg ndi vay Jean . Khong ai mudn chét ca.”



Jean dép lai v6i giong sén sét, “Khong u? Véi em thi nghe ciiing duogc day chir.”
Cudc dbi dap xay ra lic Cleo murdi tubi. Chi hon mdt ndm sau d6 me ¢6 bi chay méu ndo niing va qua doi trong bénh vién sau ba ngaty bét tinh.

Thét khong cong bang khi ngudi mudn chét nhw di Jean vén con song. Trong khi me Cleo, ngudi yéu dén timg chi tiét clia cude song, nguroi ma ¢ vén
can tha thiét, thi laira di.

Con di Jean thi khong hé an ti ¢6, khong mot lan ndo. Di van tiép tuc udng ruou va run rdy roi khoc 1oc. Nhung khong phai vi sy qua doi dau budn ciia
nguoi chi. O khong, ma vi David.

D6 1 khi Cleo khong con yéu quy nguoi di da timg rat vui tuoi va bit dau kho chiu véi di. Cing lie d6, ¢6 cam nhn duge 1ndi sg' hii nhen nhiim, vi khi
ta yéu mot nguoi nao d6 qua mirc ma ho khong dap lai thi sy thé s& thanh ra nhur thé. Ho tré nén manh hon con ta yéu mém va v vong hon. Ho m
nhuc ta con ta dé cho ho lim vay. R6i cudi ciing ta chang con chit tyr trong ndo, con khong biét ngudi ta dang chi tré cudi nhao khi ta loang choang
ngoai duong méc 4o khong cai khuy ho ca 4o 16t ban thiu.

Vi nhitg ngudi khéc thi ho s& thdy thit budn cudi, nhung s& ching budn cudi ti nao khi ho dang ché gidu va cuoi nhao chinh di ctia minh.

Hai ngudi da vé t6i Boi Channings. Roi, khong duoc nghi vé di Jean niva.

Thiy mura van dang xi x4, Cleo di qua cong Ravenswood db tan cira nha.

“Dich vu tan nha day.” Johnny noi.

“Chi vi dang mura thoi.”

“Cau t6t that. Té no cau ln ndy vay.”

Peén bao vé phut sang; hén lai dang nhin ¢6 vé khé hiéu. Cleo vudt mé rdi hoi, “Chuyén gi thé? Trén mit t& c6 gi a2

Liic ¢6 ngdi vao xe mdt canh kim ngan udt mura da quét qua toc ¢b. Oi troi, dimg néi dé 1a be sén. ..

“La c4i nay.” Han gio tay ra cham vao d6m tan nhang dudi mét phai ctia c6 bang mit trong ngén tro. “Cai ndt rudi.”

Phu, khong phai d¢ sén. “La d6m tan nhang.”

“Cau biét gi khong? T6 Iudn thich d6m tan nhang d6.” Johnny chim chdm gt du. “Cau c6 ddm tan nhang dep m Lam ciu trong giong nhu chi hé
Pierrot dy.”

Oi troi, hdn khong hé biét i da giy cho co cam giac gi khi cham vio mét ¢6 nhur vy dau.

Hozc I thé hodc I hén biét 16 minh dang lAm gi. Ma, that ra thi, diéu ny 16 rang ¢6 kha néng cao hon. €6 t4p trung gitt nhip tho déu, khong dé 1 tinh
cam ctia minh. D& cho Johnny biét ¢6 cam thiy thé nio chéic chéin khong phai y hay rdi.

“OK, tam biét nhé.”
“Camon da cho t6 di nho.”

C6 guong cudira vé thoai mai. “Khong van dé gl.”

Johnny tréo ra khoi xe, 101 dua vao canh ctra dang mo ma ndi, “Té dinh hon tam biét cau nhung c6 vé nhur cdu khong thich ny hon Kie trude Bm”
“Khong, khong hé.”

Hén cuoi. “Té khong chiu duoc néu bi e tuyét.”

Miéng Cleo kho khdc; mdi co thit ra dang c6 cam gidc rAm ran khi nghi vé diéu minh vira bo 1&. C6 ndi to, “That may 1 cau khong thir im thé.”
Ban dang doc truyén Minh Thur Yéu Nhé, Cleo? dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.
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Abbie dang & trong bép thi chuéng ctra reo. Ra md cira, ¢ thiy Fia dang dimg bén thém

“Xin chio,” Fia gio cai tii mau den lén. “Frank voi chay di mét rdi, ong Ay nhd em mang db sang cho Georgia. Con bé c6 nha khong chi?”

“Cé day! Emvao dil”

Abbie cin mdi; ¢ biét minh nén mirng khi Georgia ¢6 viéc lam, nhung co bat du cam thiy nhu khach khong moi trong chinh nha minh. Liic dua Fia
vao phong khach, c6 ngiri thay mii it | quin o va nurde xa vai. Vay voc quan 4o vira 1 phiang xong bay la liét khap phong, treo 1én méc hay moc n
khung tranh hay trén khip céc d6 dac trong nha. Cai dai dang bat kénh BWR thi phat am1 Chat dong trén sofa i cac ti quan o van con chura so dén.
O giita phong, méic 4o hai ddy Snoopy va quan dui soc trang va hong 1a Georgia, cham chi lam viée hét minh. Pung nhur d3 hira, con bé thye sy ¢6 tai la
quan 40; n6 lamnhanh va k¥ cang.

“Cha, nhin em kia.” Fia 4n twong thue syr. “Em con phai lam nhiéu nita khong?”

“Con nhicu Bm.” Georgia cuoi tuoi, doan diéu nghé It cai 4o trén cau 1 va 1 canh tay 40. “Em Ay gia thdp hon so véi tat ca cac dich vu i quan o
khéc trong ving, nén viéc cir dén ao ao. The co tuyét khong?”

Pung 1 rat tuyét, Abbie nghi, nhung d4y 1 nhitng ic c6 khong can ngdi xudng ubng mdt tach tra va xem ti vi trong yén king. Bay gio phong khach gin
nhu 13 ving cAm. Néu ¢6 chirong trinh ndo d6 ¢6 va Tom cing mudn xem, ho s& phéi xem trén cai ti vi xach tay ¢ tang trén.

“Con bé tuyét qué chi nhi.” Fia dang himng néi chuyén. “N6i that i em khong hé nghin6 s& am viée nay. Hau hét dam thanh nién déu khong muén lam
viée.”

“O, con bé chiam chi im”” Abbie khong biét Fia s& cam thiy thé nao néu Georgia dung céi ciu | ngay giia quiy ruou.
“Chi dé d6 cta Frank ¢ dau bay gio?”

“O gan o suoi dy. T6i mai i xong thoi. Abbie, ¢6 viét tén hd chau voi.”

Abbie vdi tap gidy dinh, ghi tén Frank 1én mbt td r6i dinh vao ti.

“Voi toc do ndy thi em s& phal lam ngity im dém day.” Fia nhin Georgia i xong céi 40, 4u yém treo 1én rdi Ay mot cai khac tir chiéc gio dudi chén ra.
“0, embiét c4i nay cta ai roi.”

Georgia 6m chit c4i 40 nhén nhim. “La 4o mdi ctia Ash. Co thé anh 4y d4 & trong cai 4o ndy. Vai 4o ndy da co xat voi ngyc anh dy.”
Abbie néi vé xin I8, “Con bé c6 chit tinh y véi Ash.”
“Embiét.” Fia Eip bap. “Ai & D6i Channings ciing déu biét ca.”

“Do6 khong chi la “chit tmh ¥ dau.” Georgia iy hai tay 40 quang quanh c6 minh rat tinh cam va bt dAu mo ning nhay véi cai 4o theo nhac trén dai.
“Ma 1a tinh yéu thyre su.”

“Yéu don phurong,” Abbie chi ra. “Nhung Ash khong thich.”

“Chura thich thoi. Nhung chau s& gianh lai trai tim anh dy. Vi sy thong minh quyén rii va kha néing 1 quén 4o tuyét voi ctia chau.”
Fia budn cuoi ra mit. “Chéng phai anh ta qua dep trai hay gi. Anh ta con ching dwoc phép kén ¢4 chon canh nita 3.

“Ding viy.” Georgia lia lia git dau ddng tinh. “Em ciing n6i v6i anh 4y nhur vy.”

Toi nghiép Ash. Abbie khong hiéu cau s& nghii gi khi biét ho ban tan vé minh thé nay.

“Em nghi xem, anh ta dinh cho ai co chit?” Fia hoi. “Angelina Jolie 477

“T6t nhat i khong nén. Boi vi néu ¢ ta xuét hién that,” Georgia néi, “Em s& chién ddu dé gianh lai anh dy.”

“Angelina Jolie c6 nhidu co bap hon ca Rambo.” Abbie khong ngung lai duge. “C6 ta s& thing ddy.”

Ng(‘”)i'd(_)i ngoai xe, Cleo thdy Casey Kruger s& khong ling nhfing theo c6 nita. T6i nay gi c6 ban. Cubi budi dién sau khi ky tang fan, gi tom tay mdt phu
nit tron trong cho toi dua di cling,

“Chao Cleo, em khoe khong? Tbi nay tdi c6 ban vé cing,”

Mot ¢6 ban toc vang, di nhién rdi. Chi i hoi gid hon 6 nghii Kin d4o quan sét chi ta khi hai ngudi ngdi vao hang ghé sau, Cleo doan chi ta khoang ba



lim tudi. C6 con dé ¥ théy cai do tré 0, khe nguc siu hun hit, va b mong tay gid. Hap dén mién ban, ¢6 ban moi cua Casey 10 rang a duoc nhét trong
dam dong cho doi bén ngoai cira vao nha hat t0i nay. Va co chua gap chita bao gio. C6 thé t5i nay chi ta ngo1 ngay hang dduva Casey da nhin thay chi
ta trong lc dién. C6 I& ga da bt gip anh nit chi ta vai lan, rdi nhdy it mim cuoi, rdi kin déo ra higu | néu mudn gip g sau budi dién thi chi ta gap
may roi ddy.

Ga hin da Am vay ca trim Jn rdi trong bao nhiéu nim qua.

Nhin tlﬁ:.y anh mit ctia Cleo trong gurong chiéu hau, ngudi phunir @6 mim cudi, mbt ny cudi than thién quyén ril. Cleo lap tirc thiy xu hd. Ai ma biét
dugc day cd phdi ban cli cia Casey hay khong? Ho c6 thé da bict nhau bao nhi€u ndim16i va chi ta khong phai Ia fan ctia ga.

Trudc khi téi ving ngoai 6 Bristol, Casey néi, “Em dimg xe chd cira hang ding trudc duge khong? Neoai quan ruou dy?”
“Puge thoi.” DO keo kiét.

“Chéng phai t6i bun xin gi dau,” Casey tiép tuc, “nhung gia dich vu phong trong khach san that i dién roi.”

Cleo dirng xe bén dudi mdt cay dén dudng va gi cham tay vao dii ¢6 ban. “Khong liu dau. Em thich udng gi, trm...?”
“Emtén Ia Maria. Cho emrugu vang tréng 14 duoc i, camon anh. Néu ho sin thi cho em ruou Sauvignon New Zealand.”

Casey git dau tréo ra khoi xe. Nhin qua kinh ctra hang Cleo thiy quan ruoru kha dong va ho phai Xep hang trude quy thanh toan. Oi cha. Di mubn hay
khong thi ¢6 khi ¢6 van phai md 101 n6i chuyén giét thoi gian véi “co ban” clia Casey Kruger n¥t roi.

C6 diéu, c6 phai gi da nhin khiip cac c6 & hang ghé dau, chon ra, va thuyét phuc dugc chi ta bang cti nhiy nit va cai nghiéng dau goi y dé chi ta qua
démvéi ga?

Maria than nhién én tiéng tir dng sau xe, “Khach san d6 thé nao? Toi nghi 1 rét d& chiu phai khong?”’

“Dep Bm.” Cleo hoi nhich sang bén trén ghé, nhan ra chi ta khong deo nhAn cudi. “Tir thé ky mudi bén. Va khoang san vurdn ciing rat dep.”
C6 bt gip ny cudi troi quyén ril. “Toi khong nghi minh s& thy san viron nhiéu Bm dau nhi?”

Khéng cé cau tra 1o thue sy cho cau éy. “A, du sao thi khach san d6 cling rat dep.”

Maria n6i rao hoanh, “Mic du gia phuc vu phong rt cao.”

Khéng t}}é khong c6 cam tinh voi chi ta duge. Ma Casey van dang chon ruou, ciing phai mot i nita moi ra. Nghiéng dau chi vé phia g, Cleo hoi, “Pay
6 phai lan dau tién chi dén xem anh ta biéu dién khong?”’

“Ai co, Casey a? Toi khong dén xem budi biéu dién. Khéng chiu ndi nhac kich. Thé ¢6 limnghé nay bao lau r6i?” Chu d& néi chuyén nhe nhang chuyén
sang hudng khac.

“Ba nAmroi.”

“Vui khong? Hay 1a chan?”

“MGi thir mot chit.”

“T6i nghi ciing gidng cac nghé khac thoi.”

“Ciing ¢6 Ic 1én lic xudng” Cleo td md khong biét chi ta kiém sdng bang nghé gi

“Cb sdng & Bristol 4?”

“Thie ra thi khong. Em sdng khong xa khéch san ctia Casey im. O ngdi lang tén 1 Doi Channings. ..”
“A, t6i biét chd do!”

“Thét 47 Ngwoi phu nit ndy qué tt so v6i Casey; chi ta c6 the gia hon nhiing ¢6 géi khic g hen ho dén chyc tubi nhung thyc ra rét dang mén. “Chi da
dén quan rugu Hollybush bao gio chua?”’

Maria lic dau. “T6i biét mt ngudi séng & d6, mdt ngudi ban. Tén 6ng dy i LaVenture.”
Oi troi, xin dimg thém mdt nguoi nita. Con ai ma hin khong “biét” khong? Mat himg, Cleo n6i, “La Johnny roi.”
“Khong, la Lawrence.”

“Oi! BS ciia Johnny!” Thé nay tdt hon nhiéu. “Lam sao chi lai biét bac Lawrence?”



Maria nhtin vai. “Chiing toi timg 1 ban.”

“Bac a ay rat ¢ tiéng, Ai ciing quy bac a 4y.” Cleo dot ngdt dimg lai; ¢6 I8 chi ta chua biét. “A..., emkhong biét chi biét chura, nhung em e 1a phai thong
b4o ring bac Lawrence vira mét vai thang trurde.”

“Phai 6, Maria gat dau. “Toi biét chir.”

Cleo vira dinh md mdm hoi xem chi ta c6 biét vé tinh hudng xéy ra lic bac Lawrence chét khong nhung nét miéng Maria ¢ gi d6 khién c6 dimg lai.
Vén bai dan dan. .. cudi cing. .. ciing lit ngira.

Oi troi dét.

Anh mit ho giao nhau hdi lu. Cubi cting Maria nghiéng dau vui vé hoi, “Cudi cling thi ciing nhén ra rdi phai khong?”

“La chi a!” Cleo khong thé tin dugc 1 minh cham hiéu dén thé.

“Ong ban Lawrence d& mén. Ong 4y khong phai chiu dau dén gi lic chét.” Mét Maria tinh nghich. “Tuy viy ong Ay ciing da Bm t6i so so ddy.”
Trong quan ruou, Casey lic nay dang dura thé tin dung & quay thanh toan.

“Em tuong chi B fan co!”

“Khong sao.” Trdi a, g mua bao nhiéu thé khong biét? Phai c6 ca ta chai ruou dy.

“T6i nghil minh cting nén mua dur trix nita. Buc nhét 1 e khong c6 db dé udng.” On dinh chd ngdi sau xe va ndm dau gbi Maria vé goi tinh, Casey n6i,
“Chuyén d6 s& khong xay ra voi hai ta dau nhi. Ta s& cd mot dém that tuyeéét, diing vay.”

Ga da md ngay ndp mdt chai Scotch ma tu tmg e, Cleo khoi dong lai xe. Trong mt thoang c6 gip anh mt Maria trong gurong.
Troi, im sao ¢6 thé dap tmg nhu cAu tinh duc cho mdt ngudi khién minh phai son da ga nhi

Chi nghi dén thoi d thay héi roi.

Du Maria dugc trd bao nhiéu di nita thi cling khong di.

Ban dang doc truyén Minh Thur Yéu Nhé, Cleo? duoc tai mién phi tai WWw.EbookFull.Net.
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“Pd an ctia anh ddy. An ngon nhé!” Fia dat cai dia 1én ban trudc miit Ash va anh thiy mii mrdc hoa thoang thoang nhung rat thom “Va dimg quén nhé,
cainay toi moi.”

D6 | mjt dia mi Y bo bam. Thong throng thi véi mot cau ndi nhur viy anh s& phai dép lai bang 1o bong dua, nhung sur ¢6 miit ciia Fia khién anh cimg
ludi va boi roi mai. Lan nay khong phai la dé thay d6i khong khi. Con chura néi dén Ia dia mi 'Y mién phi ndy thuc ra da ton ctia anh mot trdim hai muroi
béng.

D6 14 bixa tnra thir Tu. T6i trude Fia va céu ban Aaron v cting x(rng dang chuyén-lam-viée-thién da dén nha hat Colston Hall v6i hai tim vé anh mua,
va cho t6i gio' ¢d da ndi téi bay nuroi ba lan rang d6 1a budi hoa nhac hay nhat c6 tirng di nghe.

OK, c6 thé khong phai 1a bay muroi ba lin. Nhung 16 rang I ¢6 nhic di nhic lai qua nhiéu lan.

“Anh biét khong, ong ta that 1a. .. tuyét diéu.” Fia lic du, mé mai ngudng md tai ning, vé dep trai va su hién dién ddy quyén il trén san khau cia
Richard Mills.

Ash khong biét néu nhitng 16 d6 duoc thdt ra v& minh thi anh s& phén tmg thé nao.
“Ngay dén tay t6i ciing thdy dau.” C6 chia tay ra cho anh thiy hai ong ban tay. “Ca hai déu rat vi vd nhiéu qua.”

Anh gwong cudi, ¢b gangkhongnghl dén viéc d6i tay 4m ap d6 ro rAm khip ngudi minh. ... khong, khong, gio- anh lai ty hanh ha ban thin 10i, khong
duoc nghi nhur thé nita, ¢6 thé c6 s& nhay phét day vi kinh tom va chay xa hang cay sd.
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“Con Aaron thi vin dang trén ting may thir chin. Hom nay cdu dy goi dién cho t6i dén ba lan rdil”

“Tbt. Thé thi... tot.”” Ash cudn mi Y bing dia, dua 1én miéng, va viron ngudi ra nhung chi cin dugc mdt soi mi giita hai ham ring trong khi phén con lai
tudt khoi dia roi lai xuong dia. “Chét tiét.” Anh tom voi to khin gidy lau vét da cam vira dinh vao mit trude 4o.

“Anh bj bdn ca trén cimnira,” Fia n6i gip.

“U, camon.”

Co chi. “Va ca trén tai nira.”

“Cha.” Péng mi Y bt tri chét tiét.

“Um, t6i nén quay lai im viéc thi hon.” Fia quay bude nhin nhay di vao bép, hat mdt doan trong bai nhac Richard Mills d4 hat dém qua.
Ash thé héit ra doan bo céi khan im nude x5t xudng, Déy da I tan cting thé giéi chira? C6 phéi anh da cham day rdi?

Bai vi néu ding 1 nhur vay, thi c6 18 da dén lic anh nhic méy goi cho hoi nhirg ngudi kém c6i vo danh roi.

Xin chao, t0i tén 1a Ash Parry-Jones va khi lam viéc t6i hai hude, thong minh va néi nang troi chay nhur khong. . . Toi cd hang ngan hang van fan vén dai
dé nghe churong trinh ctia t6i mdi sang bi vi ho biét t6i s& gifip ho giai khudy va mang lai cho ho mdt ngay vui vé.

Con bén ngoai cong vide, t6i i mot thing dai dan.

Cdikho khi don dep mot chit dudi nha 101 161 ba ti I6n dung cac mon hﬁml?é Jing 1én géc xép 14 cudi cling ching ta & ching virt @i di ca ma chi tréo
thang xuong. Trong lic & trén gac xép, ching ta ludn phat hién ra thir an khuat dau d6 bi bo quén bao nhi€u nam troi.

Cleo ngdi khoanh chén dya lung vao dbng chén, ¢6 da & trén gac xép hai tiéng rdi. C6 wira luc tung cai va li cii dung quin 4o yéu thich ctia bd c6. Mét

me lic murdi mot tudi thit 1 khing khiép, nhung c6 biét minh da rit may méin khi con mot ngudi cha diu dang day tinh thirong, dam nhén vai trd ciia ca

cha 1An me va ciing v6i Abbie hoan thanh xuét sic mdt nhiém vu i nudi ¢6 khon 1on. Mot ngay ndo d6 ¢b s thiy can phai déng gop méy cai 4o len son
cii va so mi ké bac méu cho mAy ctra hang tir thién, nhung chua phéi ic nay.

R&i ¢6 mo mdt thing cac tong dung toan nhimg quyén sach ¢d yéu thich khi con bé ra xem; OK, miy cira hang tir thién khong thé sor tay vao céc quyén
sach nay duoc boi vi mit ngay nao d6 c6 dinh s€ doc cho con cd nghe, cho du ching cé thich nghe hay khong,

R&i mot cai thing khac dung toan miéng ghép hinh dang ra 6 nén virt di; troi dat, bon tré con thé ky hai muroi mdt tha chét chir khong chiu choi cai tro
ghép hinh ndy.

C5 ciing luc qua mo ni¥ trang da hoi ctia me ¢6, mdt hop gidy chét day buru thiép i, mot thing sach v va hoc ba nguéch ngoac hinh v& graffiti. Ky niém
tran vé khi doc lai nhitng thir 46 — khong phai ky niém nao ciing hay. Thay Elliot d3 viét, “Néu Cleo tap trung hon trong gid Lich str chir khong phai a
ban nhac Boyzone thi emda c6 thé hoc khé hon.” C6 Barlow viét, “Trén san tennis, Cleo rat nhiét tinh.” D6 1 cich n6i tranh dé chira réng cd khong thé
danh bong qua lwdi, nhung khong ngai di nhat bong, Roi thdy Haines, thiy toan da md ta ¢ 1, “DE miét tap trung trong gids hoc, thurong do tur tro giy

2

ra.
Pling 1a mia mai. Pau phéi i tai co khi co khong thé hiéu ndi cai phwrong trinh bac hai do.

D sao thi, thuyét nhan qua cubi ciing ciing c6 tic dung. Hai niim sau, thdy Haines bi canh sét dimg xe phat do 1i xe thiéu can than va tap trung trong i
trén nguoi chi cd 4o ngue xa tanh, tat dai, va nit bt tat vien dang ten.

Ui, chén c6 8 dai. Cleo thay ddi cach ngdi, gip ngudi ra diing trude, va voi mdt tp anh trong cai ruong trude mt ¢o.

by 1a thir khién ¢6 & lai trén ndy ca tiéng ddng hd vira ri. BS c6 khong bao gior di dau ma khong mang theo miy anh. B6 da chup khong biét bao nhiéu
anh hoi ¢d con bé, va luc d6 c6 thuong ude 14 6ng da khong lam vay. Khi do, ¢6 cam thay xau ho va ngai nging chet di duge.

Nhlrnggénhalthap ky sau do, yéu td xAu hd da mo nhat va c6 mimg vi bd da lam nhur vAy. Cude séngtronglangdu’oc md ta dén timg chi tlét nho va
thét tuyét khi thiy dang ve ctia moi ngudi bao nhiéu nam trude ddy. Trong lic soan anh, ¢6 bt gip mot tAm ciia chinh minh voi mo toc méi cit cao dai
ngd dang khoe bd 40 lién quin mau vang chanh trong vuon. Con déy la ca xép anh chup ngay hoi mia hé trong ling. . . day i Welsh Mac khi ciu ta van
con toc... va Glynis lam trong ctra hang, mic chiéc quéan tay tring bang vai soi nhin tao va di gidy cao got bingdp trong co lic phuc vy quéy trd choi
némvong, Lit tiép, co thdy mdt tim anh ctia Abbie va Tom ltc tré va dang yeu, tAm khac c6 chong ctia Glynis 3 Huw tréng ¢6 vé néng va hoi liéng
biéng bén ngoai lu bia. Va — ha! — phia sau la Johnny mic quan jean va cai 4o phong ké soc 16i thi dang choi dia voi mbt vai nguoi ban trude quay tro
choi némdura. Tam tiép theo 14 hinh ctia ¢6 — 6i troi dat — mc cai vy hula tyr ché voi hoa gidy cai toc trong bu01 18 hoa trang. Ri mot tam khéc co
Johnny ndm dai trén co cho chii chd Jack Russell stia Ang dng ctia cha xi an bim bim. Roi mdt tim anh Huw nim uwon ra trén ghé ngii say nhur chét,
khong hé biét Ia méy dira chau gai ding sau dang vui vé ric hoa ctic va nhirmg miu ¢6 én du chi ciia ching

Cb vira xem anh vira cudi. Tam tiép theo 14 hinh ctia Wayne Carter, céu ta lu6n I dira bt trj trong ling, dang gAm ghé trude dng kinh va khua mdt lon
bia nhe. Toc cau ta nhudm den va vudt gel lia chia trong rat hung lﬁng, cdu ta mic 4o phong inhinhbap nhac Sex Pistol c}uqc x¢é tai tinh d€ 10 ra cai
khuyén cai trén dau ti, hoi do cai khuyén nay tirng lam cho ca lang soc quay lo. Bay gio cau ta da 1a ke toan chinh thire roi.



Di dong ctia ¢6 kéu dmi, c6 nhic may.

“Chao cdu, 14 t¢ day.” Nhip tim c6 nhanh hon; khong thé nhim céi giong 1& nhé chét nha ctia Johnny duoc.

“Ding 14 tring hop. T& dang xem miy tAm hinh ctia cu!” Cleo nhanh chdng néi thém, “Khong phéi theo kiéu kén It dau.”

“Trong t6 thé nao?”

“Gior kiéu toc ciia cau dep hon.”

“Thé tréng cau thé nao?”

“Tuyét dep, di nhién oL

Hén cuoi. “Nghe ndy, ¢6 nhd i cau ndi cau thich phong an méi cia to khong?”

“U... ¢6.” Khi hén dua cd di xem quanh nha tuan trude, c6 da rat thich miu son tudng hén chon, mjt miu vang 4m p min muot.

“Té vira don dep dbng dd trong gara thi tim thiy mot thing mudi lit miu son d6. Té biét minh diit hang thira ma, nhung t& khong biét I thira nhiéu thé.
Ma céu no6i 3 dinh son lai phong khach, nén t6 khong biét cau cd nmuon lay thing son nay khong.”

“Tuyét qua, cam on cau!” Mudi lit son chét hrong tot, mién phi u? Tt qua.

“Néu cau dang ¢ nha thi t6 mang qua cho.”

“Té dang & trén gac xép. Lén déy thi d& chir xudng thi kho,” Cleo ndi, “nén ciu rang chd t6 niim phit. Nhung ctra chi cai then thoi.”
Johnny khong chan chir. “Néu thé thi cau ctr & nguyén trén dy. TG sang by gios day.”
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Ba phit sau Cleo nghe tiéng cira ngodi md ra rdi dong lai, rdi tiéng chan trén cu thang. Nhin hé qua mé ctra gic xép, ¢6 n6i, “Thé thing son dau?”

“Té dé dudi hanh lang. Cau Bm gi trén do6 thé?”

“Xem lai may mon do cii dy m.” Cleo am roi tim énh va nhin n6 xoay tron dép xudng phia hén nhur chiéc I4. Johnny tom Ky tam anh nhin vao chinh
minh ding trudc gian hang trd choi ném dira, doan lac dau.

“Liic d6 t6 muoi bon tudi. Troi, nhin céi kiu clia t6 ndy.” Han vira toét migng cudi vira tréo Ién céi ghé bén dudi cira dan lén gac xép, rdi thanh thao —
phaindi Ia rat an twong — bo vao trong gac xép nhin quanh. “Cau c¢6 nhicu thir d€ xem nhi.”

“Té & trén ndy lau im roL.”

“Té ¢6 thé doan tai sao. Trén nay hay that. Am clng”

“T6 nghi & ¢6 van dé voi viée virt bo dd. To khong thé tur tay virt thir gi ca.” Ci dau xudng tranh thanh xa nghiéng va anh dén bon muroi watt, Cleo
quay lai chd 6 ngdi lic trude. Co dap dap vao cai chin cudn lai canh minh. “Dén ddy ma xem anh ndy. Té cha ddm mang chiing xu6ng nha; ching s&
chang bao gio quay trd lai trén nay duoc.”

“Oi troi dat, khong thé tin nbi. Welsh Mac ¢6 toc nay!”

Cleo thiy vui khi biét hén cling budn cudi y nhur 6. Ba muoi pht tiép theo trdi qua théit nhanh. C6 va Johnny It nho c6 & khong phai ban bé nhung hai
nguoi ctng biet nhirg nguoi ny. Han kéu 1én vui vé khi nhan ra cac dia diém va sy kién trong qua khir tuy chung ma riéng cta hai nguoi. C6 anh mjt so
Ie Giang sinh, cac bira tiéc dém phao hoa, ngay hdi thé thao trurong, cude dua ngwa Badminton. ..

“Di Jean cua cdu ndy.” Johnny ngdi canh ¢6 nhét ‘témhinh’roi ra khoi tli, trong ¢6 veé cti hon nhimg tAmho dang xem Trong anh a di Jean con tre,
khoang hai lim tudi va van con khoe manh tran day stre song, mic chice vay xanh hong voi hoa cai trén mii toc dai. Di ngdi trén cong, dm chi cho lai tai
i nho xiu va cudi voi miy chyp hinh. Cleo cam thay bung minh quén lai khi nhé vé nguoi di vui vé ¢6 da mat.


http://ebookfull.net

“Nhin di 4y nay,”” Johnny ngac nhién. “Dep qua nhi? Hoi xuan sic 4y.”

Cleo gat dau.

“Doi mit d6.” Han gio tim anh ra cach mot sai tay, rdi quay lai nhin ¢6. “Di Ay trong rit giéng cau.”

“Té biét.”

“Nao, dimg thé ma, dimg khoc.” Tay Johnny ndm tay c6. “C6 chuyén gj thé?”

Tét ca ky trc bi x40 tron nhur déng bin trong x0. Cleo nh6 lai budi chidu kinh khing khi di Jean, say bi ti va hdu nhu khong con dimg viing nita, noi, “Bé
con oi, nhin hai ching ta nay, c6 gidng nhau khong chir, ha? Di va chau 4y?” Di vung tay choang quanh Cleo trude khi c6 kip tranh, dat mdt c4i hon uét

at 1én it c6. “Roi khi ndo 16n chau s& giong y hét dil”

Piéu d6, voi mdt dira tré mudi hai tudi, ching phai y y hay ho g Va thit ngu ngde 1 Cleo khong thé x6a duoc ¥ nghif d6 khoi dau. C6 18 that mrc cudi,
nhung hang ndm trdi sau do, ¢6 da bi am anh voi ndi so' hii ring mdt ngdy nao do cd s& bién thanh di Jean.

“Thoi ndo.” Johnny Ay ngdn céi lau nurde mét trén ma ¢6. “Dimg khée. Té xin 161.”
“Khéng sao dau, 6 khong sao.” Chéic do hode mdn thdi. Cleo thé ra, binh finh lai. Chéc hén nghil minh qué Gy mi.

“T6 nghil 1m 1én cing v6i ngudi di nhu di Jean hén 1 khé khin.” Han vira n6i vira v lung ¢6 xoa diu. Hom nay hén khong ding nure sau cao rau nhung
céai mii sach s€ va tu nhién ctia han, néu dung 1a nhur vay, thim chi con thdi mién hon. “Cau khong nén xau ho vé di ay, cau bict khong?”

Cleo gt dau. “Nhung di 4y ding la dang xéu ho. Khong ai biét dugc di 4y s& im gi tiép theo.” Vai ¢d bét dau tha 1ong khi hiin xoa tay nhe nhang thanh
vong tron sau lung cd. “Té thay xau hd vi bi xau hd. Cau c6 hiéu khdng? Di lam cho moi ngurdi phai xau ho va té da ude gia nhur di bién mat.”

Va di 4y im minh s chét khiép, boi néu chuyén do c6 thé xay ra voi di Jean, thi ai ma dam chic 1 né khong xay ra véi minh?
“Khong ai trach cau khi cau cam thiy nh vay.” Giong Johnny an ti; van that la khi hiin tdt voi c6 thé nay.
“Khong sa0.” V6i mit tap anh khc, Cleo n6i, “Cubi cing t6 ciing dat duge mong mudn. Di Ay da bién mét vinh vién.”

Hin git dau. Khong can phai noi thém gi. Gan cua di Jean da anh hing ton tai thém durgc vai ndm sau do. Di lao dao am tir con khing hoang tinh thin
sang khing hoang vi nghién rrou va 1di loan rdi cudi cting méc bénh xo' gan. Khi mét di chi méi bén muroi tudi, con Cleo lic d6 mudi tam

“Nay, thé nay moi ding 1 ¢6 phong cach,” Johnny néi, thay doi chi dé.

Cleo nhin birc anh ctia chinh ¢ vao sinh nhat thir mudi ba, dang ty hao cit chiéc banh hinh ngdi sao dinh s6 ¢6 la Smartie va hin 1 rt vui mimg vi da
chon méc 4o tay bong mau tim voi gi 1€ ké ca r6 mau xanh lyc va tim

“T6 khong dam nghi dén cai cau mic bén dudi.” Trong anh, Cleo dimg dng sau ban, nhung 6 nhd rit 1 chiée quan bt tong mau niu cam mua &
C&A. Hum, han khong can bict dicu do.

“Ha!” Johnny bat cuoi khi cai quén ciia ng' d6 hién ra ngay trong tim anh tiép theo.

“Pugc (jéy, ¢6 vé nhu khong phai Itc ndo cdu cting &n n¥ic dep nhi.” pé tra dtia, ¢6 Iuc trong d‘éng’érm trude do cho t6i khi timra tAm anh hén dan d?l‘u
doan dieu hanh hoa trang trong I hdi mia hé. Khoang nurdi, murdi mdt tudi, lic d6 han mic quan tat ndu sam, 4o len ¢d lo mau ndu, d6i mil trang tri day
canh cdy va ca mot vat co xanh.

Cleo chi vao tAm anh n6i, “Quén tat nay.”

“Lic d6 t¢ dang gia lam cay.”

“V6i xu huréng thich méc db phy nit.”

“Dén by gior t& van kiém soat dwoc chuyén do.”

“Trong cau that nuc cudi.”

“Nhung t& doat giai ba. Té duoge ting thé mua sach.” Dimng lai. “Roi t& con duoc git ca cai quan tit nita.”

C6 gam gir khi nhin tim anh tiép theo c6 dang in keo, c6 miéng keo hdng dinh quanh miéng v méy méu nita dinh 1én toc trong duyén chét di duoc.
“Trong bd dang clia t& ndy.”

“A, nhung cdu cang 1on cang d& ma.” Johnny cudi cuoi. “Thuc ra thi cau dep 1én rat nhiu.”

“Imnio.” Cleo ling ting; khong hiéu sao tay hin van dé trén lung co.



“Cau khong gioi tiép nhan 1i khen im nhi. Nhung té ndi that ddy.”
Va cho t6i gior ¢6 van binh tinh. Hy vong héin khong biét tim c6 dang dap nhanh thé nao. C6 néi vé than nhién, “Ciing con tily xem 1vi khen d6 tir ai.”
“Cau rit dep. D6 1a sy that. Tin t& di.” D6i mit xanh ctia hin Bp lnh vé thich thi. “T6 13 nghé simi.”

Ha, gi6ng nghé si ranh ninh thi ding hon. Nhung ngay ca khi c6 nghil nhur vay, co thé c6 van dép lai giong noi, su gin giii, va ban tay 4m ap cta hin dat
sau lung c6. Va c6 khong xich ra.

C6 khong nhiic nhich teo nao.

“Nghe t6 ndy,” giong Johnny nhe nhang. “T6 néi that ddy. TS nghi 1 cau khong biét minh hp dan dén thé nio dau.”

Chura bao gios trong doi c6 lai 4 khiu thé nay.

“That d4y.” Han git dau. “Ma t6 ciing moi nhan ra thdi, nhung t6 nghi t& con biét tai sao nita co.”

“Tai sao?”’ Gigng c6 khan khan thi thAm

“OK, dé t¢ thir hoi cau nhé. Khi soi grrong cau nhin thiy gi?”

Nhiin vai nhe nhe. “Té.”

“Té khong nghi thé. T6 nghi cau nhin thy di Jean.”

C6 cam thf:ly nhur bi thoi vio bung, Mt Cleo néng bing. Han da bt thop duoc ¢b. Co da chon sdu nhiing cam xtic d6 trong long tir lau, va khong ai
khéc ¢4 the doan dugc. Nhung chi tir phin img cta ¢6 trude do, Johnny da tinh y nhén ra. Han bict rang moi khi ¢6 soi grong, ¢6 udc chay long a
minh khong ¢ 16ng may ctia di Jean, hay cai cam ctia di Jean, hay dom tan nhang ctia di Jean. ..

Thir duy nhét ¢6 c6 ma di Jean khong c6 i dém tan nhang bén duéi mét gidng cha hé Pierrot.

Va kha niing — that may méin — tir chdi khi co ngudi moi thém mdt cbe nita.

“Cau khong phai lo dau.” Johnny ¢ dau. “Céu khong gidng di dy chit ndo ca.”

Hin n6i diing, DA dén luc c6 phai gat bo ndi lo s nay. Cleo tha 1ong noi, “Té biét.”

Hin dimg lai, roi nhiu miy néi that chdm, “Cau biét khong, t6 c6 cam gidc khing khiép 1. .. 6i troi, hdi bé t6 ¢6 tréu cau vé di ciia cau khong?”
Viéyra hén con nhé. Sau bao nhiéu nim. Cleo cudi nhe, “Chic ¢o déy.”

“Oi troi.”

“Chi . may trd ngu ngde hdi di hoc thdi ma. Moi ngudi déu bi tréu choc vi ci gi @6. Khdng cn phai xoén,” ¢6 ndi kho khan, “vi cau khong phai
ngudi duy nhat.”

Johnny tho ra. Trong hin nguong chin nguoi. “Cha trach cau ghét t6. Té xin 161.”
C6 gt dau. “Puoc 16i,”

“That long xin 1bi nhé.”

“OK.” Cleo cudi. “Khong can phai khom hrng ubn gbi dau.”

“T6 thiy can phéi nhur vay.”

“Puoe rdi. Tiép tuc di.”

“T6 xin 161, T [ mot thing ngu toan tap. TG xin 15, 6 xin 151.”

“Pui rdi. Cau dimg lai di.” C6 phai ¢b trdng tugng hay hin dang xich lai gin co.
“Dung lai cai gi co?”

“Viée xin 16i t6 dy.”

“O duoe. Xin 1bi.”



Gio 16 rang hdn dang tréu co. Ma néu hén viron t6i hon ¢6 e nay, Cleo biét ¢ s& hon lai. Lan trude & trong xe, chuyén nay khong xay ra. Nhung gio
hai nguoi dang tir tir tien sang mdt giai doan m6i. Tumg xang ti mét trén da c6 rdmran vi adrenaline, ¢6 muon chuyén ny xay ra va voi mt ¢ gi thi chi
cé thé cho dO’l deén mbt mirc do nao do thoi Trén gac xép day nmang nhén, bui bam va t6i tim ndy, ¢d vé nhur cudi cling han sap lam chuyén ay. Va c6 s&
khong ngan han nira. OK, cd & day khong phai 1a noi ling man nhat nhung. . .

bi-di-di da-da-da!

Cleo dong cimg ngudi. Doi khi, chi dbi khi thdi, ta wdc ring ngudi ta chua bao o phéat minh ra dién thoai di dong.

Johnny Am bam bén tai ¢6, “Cau dimg tra oi dién thoai.”

Nghe moi dy dd lim sao, nhung hom nay 1 ngiy c6 khong thé 1am thé dugc.

“Té phai nghe. C6 mdt 1 xe sang nay khong duoc khoe, nén t6 c6 thé bi goi dén thay thé.” Cleo nhiin nhé khi ¢6 nhin thiy tén Graham Céu kinh trén
man hinh dién thoai. C6 nhan mit tra 104, lam dau tay hy vong khi ndi, “A 16, c6 chuyén gi khong?”’

“Don bi ngd doc thirc an rdi, nng Eim. Cau ta khong l4i xe 1én Edinburgh duge. Ma khach hang bon muroi phiit niva cn duge don rdi nén ¢ phai chuin
bi di thoi.”” Gipng Graham cc can.

Tim c6 ching xudng, C6 tranh c&i hay b thodi thac ciing v6 ich. C6 ¢6 viée phéi lim va thé a chim hét. “Puoc, khong van dé gi.”
Johnny thi thim bén canh co, “Cong viéc a?”

Cleo gat dau.

“Té that,” hén lam bam

D6 ding 1 cau ndi gidm ndi tranh dé nhét nam. Cleo n6i, “Khéch hang dang ¢ dau?”

“Khéch san Marriot. Du g thi ciing dimg dén mudn nhé, hoi nay kho tinh im diy.”

Khich san Marriot 14 khach san nam sao ¢ trung tam thanh phd, nghia 1a ¢6 s& chi c6 khoang nam phut dé thm sach Iop bui trén nguroi va mac dong
phuc. Lom com ding ddy ma van khong dam quay lai nhin t6 vé ti€c nuoi, Cleo liéc qua Johnny 161 ndi vao dién thoai, “Toi bat dau di day.”
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Khong phai budi dién & nha hat Colston Hall, nhung gép thé nay thi anh chi c6 thé ¢b dén thé. Doi khi ta phai tin dung t6i da nhimg cai sn co.
“T6i duoc cho méy tAm vé mién phi,”” Ash n6i, “cho dém dién Madame Butterfly vao thir Ba t6i & rap hét Pargeter tai Clifton.”

“Anh n6i thit ddy 42" Mit Fia sang bimg Ién. “Oi trdi, d6 13 vo opera toi yéu thich nht dy!”

Anh ciiing ngd ngo nhur viy. May tuan trude, Frank da hao himg thong bao I ¢6 khong nghe chirong trinh phét thanh ctia anh; ¢6 thich cai kiéu Madame
Butterfly lu lo co.

“D6 a mdt chuyén hru dién. chéic s& hay day.”
“Tuyét qua. Camon anh Ash rét nhiéu, anh that 1 t5t qua!”

Oi khong, anh khong mudn méc vio chuyén nay Jan nita. Aaron t6t bung tir gior trdy di s& phai tur e canh sinh thoi. Géng sirc minh, Ash néi, “Véan dé Ia,
t01 s€ phai nhan xét v& dien ndy trén dai, thé nén ho moi cho t6i vé.”

“A.” Fia thay d6i nét mét khién anh cam thiy nhu bi xién mot nhat dao gjita xuong suon. “A rdi, toi hiéu rdi.””

“Nhung van | vé Madame Butterfly.”” Miéng anh kho khdc; anh khong thé quy xudng xin ¢6 di cing duroc. Nhung 16 rang d6 1 didu ¢o khong mudn
lam.

C6 chan chir va anh c6 thé thiy ¢6 dang vat Ion v6i hrong tim ctia minh. That tot 1 Fia da t& nhi khong ni toet ra i, “Nhung t6i tha cat cut chén toi di
con hon I3 phdi tdi rap hat voi tén béo tm nhur anh!” Thay vao dd, c6 don strc nd mdt nu cudi can dam va néi, “Vay cling duoc; s tuyét lim. Camon
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anh vi d3 moi to1.”

“Vang”” Ash thdm tréch minh; anh da c6 Jan bj riu udi, anh con khong thé n6i duge mdt cAu nén hon. Sau mot hdi anh moi noi, “C6 gi dau.” Troi dat,
anh lam sao thé péy? D6 1a mbt co hoi tété anh d4 lira duoc Fia hen ho voi minh. Cho du day khong phai 1a cude hen thire sy va ¢6 chi dong y dén vi néu
khong anh s€ ching bao gio' cho ¢6 vé mién phi nita.

Du sao di nita Ash ciing khong thé khong thiy ram ran vi vui suéng va hy vong,

Thé ndy da 1a gi dang ké. OK, chura I gi ca.

Nhung d6 1 sy khoi dau.
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Abbie ngude 1én nhin Georgia. Georgia ciing nhin lai ¢6, r6i nhin Des dmg ngoai ctra phong khéch.
Abbie n6i, “Des, anh vé dil”

Anh ta ic dAu. “Anh xin 161

“Chéc chin rdi” Georgia to vé lanh nhat.

“Nghe ndy, chuyén khong nhur nhitng gi chéu nghe d4u.” Bao nhiéu 1i giai thich va bao chita dang 1on x6n trong dau Abbie, c6 khong thé n6i cho ra
ngon nginh.

“That 42 Phai vy khong? Cha, tht nhe ca nguoi, boi vi theo nhu nhimg gi chau nghe thi 6 vé nhur c6 dang ngoai tinh véi sép ctia cd, cai nguoi dang
yéu co day.”

“Des, n6i cho con bé biét i khong phai vay di.”
Des ngiy ra nhur phdng, “Nhung con bé nghe anh néi réi mi. Anh ¢6 yéu em.”

“Ra ngoai.” Gidn run ngudi, Abbie m& tung canh cira. Khianh ta di 1di, ¢ ddng cira lai nhin Georgia. “Ma chau & nha Am gi thé? Chéau da roi di cach
day hai muoi phit 161 ma. C6 ¢6 nhin thay chau ai di.”

“Réi, nghe ny, chau khong hé c6 ¥ dinh sim soi ¢d, nhé.” Georgia khoanh chit tay trurée nguc, bat lai tanh tach. “Chau méi di dugc vai cay thi phat
hién ra 1 d€ quén danh sach khach hang trén girong, Lic quay lai chau ghé ctra hang mua mot hop sira dé ¢6 d& phai mua. Chau da lim nhimg viée d6
ddy. Chau thure sy da nghif i minh lm viée tt.” Con bé vira néi vira gidm chin xudng béc thang, “Roi chau nghi hay i 1an nay minh d6 xe ¢ sau nha, lén
VAo tir cira sau diit hop sira canh 4m dun nuée dé khi vao bép ¢o s& ngac nhién tung bimg. Vi ¢d s& khong hé biét im sao binh sita lai vao d6 duoc va
ctr nhur thé mdt ¢6 tién da diit n6 vao bép vay! Nén chau Bm nhur thé, con c6 van dang ban hit bui, c6 khong nghe thiy tiéng chau vao, rdi sau d6 chéu
1én gic Ky td danh sach.” Dimg lai By hoi, con bé binh than két uan, “Dén lic 4y thi moi viéc bat dau t& di. Va chau xin 161, nhung 3m sao chéu biét
dugc A ban trai ¢6 s8 dén co cha?”

Abbie chra bao gioy cam thiy budn non dén thé. “Anh ta khong phai ban trai ctia cd, chau dimg, ..”

“Thoi ndo, cd dinh bao chéu ki chau khong hiéu thit ddy 4? Chéu da nhin thiy nhimg chuyén nay ca doi rdi! Me chéu hodc 1a lira ddi dan ong hodc b
bon ho ddi kira. Chinh vi thé chéu rit xtic dong khi c6 va bd chau sdng hanh phiic bén nhau. Hai ngudi i cip vo chong kiéu mau khong lm nhiing
chuyén khimg khiép d6. Hai nguoi tin trdng An nhau va chau nghi diéu d6 that tuyét diéu. Troi, chau ding 1 ngu ngde.” Doi it xanh ciia Georgia, giong
mét Tom dén déng s, to vé khinh bi. “Boi vi hai ngudi hoan toan khong giong nhu vay, phai khong? C6 giéng y hét me chau, gidu giém bi mét va gioi
lira déi. C6 lira ddi bb chau sau kg, .. Va diéu d6 that. . . dng kinh tom.”

“Dugc rdi, dimng lai di.”” Abbie cao giong lo ing, “Dimg ngay lai di, c6 khong lira ddi Tom va ¢6 khong dang kinh tom.”

“Thoi di. Chau nghe tAn tai m. .. ¢6 va 6ng sép ctia ¢6 da qua dém véi nhau!” Gios thi Georgia tn cong, “Trén giudng hay ¢6 dinh néi voi chau 1a hai
nguoi bon ¢6 lam chuyén d6 trén ca n6?”

“Khong ¢6 gi xay ra hét!”

Georgia t6 vé khinh ghét. “Bb s& rit dau khd.”


http://ebookfull.net

Oi troi. “Ching ta vao bép duoc khong?” Néq khong ngdi xudng bay gio thi c6 ngi nf'lt. Lao déo di qua con bé, Abbie noi, “C0 s& giai thich cho chau
nghe moi chuyén. Bai vi ¢d khong bao gior muon chuyén ndy xay ra va d6 khong phai 10i cta ¢6.”

“Cb cang ltc cang ndi gibng me chau.”

“Néu n6i dén nguroi c6 161 Abbie bat lai, “thi chinh | me chau do.”

Mudi philt sau, Georgia da bit tat ca. Va méic du da bt gian dir hon, con bé cling khong hé vui vé. Thyc ra thi Abbie khong thé trach n6. C6 da bude
phai chia s¢ m6 thong tin ma khong ai muodn nghe. C6 chuyén hon hit, ding. Trén mot chiéc giwong doi, ding. Nhung khong ngi voi nhau, khong he, tat
nhién 1a khong. Nén khong cé chuyén lira doi vé mit thé xac, chac chan vay.

Chi c6 diéu Georgia duong nhur khong tin ¢6. Va con bé trong hét strc khé chiu, nhur 1 né bi ép phai twong twong ra canh gom ghiée d6 that chi tiét song
dong.

“Puoc 10i, thé néu ¢6 di am vé phét hién ra bd chau dang ¢ trén girong v6i ngudi phu nit khac thi 6 s& thiy hoan toan binh thudng chir?”

“Khong, khong, tat nhién 1 khong roi. Nhung chuyén nay xdy ra vi c6 twéng Tom khong chung thiy véi c6. C6 da rat dau khod. Va ¢ ciing khong bao
g0 dinh goi cho Des.” Abbie t6 vé quyet Liét, lam sao c6 c6 thé thuyet phuc Georgia tin c6? “Anh ta chi bat ngd goi cho ¢6. .. va luc d6 co dang trong
tinh trang nhur vy, nén anh ta qua dy. Nhung c6 khong he lira d6i Tom Va bo chau khong can biet chuyén xay ra démhémdo. C6 yéu Tom Hon bat
ctr gi trén doi Ma bo chdu ciing yéu ¢d. Chuyén nay s& limbo chéu dau long chét mat.” Ngon tay ¢6 an séu vao long ban tay, ¢ xin con bé, “Tot nhat
chau dimg néi cho bo chau biet.”

Georgia quan mdt lon toc quanh ngdn tro, thit lai rdi thé ra. Con bé im king sam soi Abbie mdt lic rdi moi lén tiéng,

“Co nén noi that voi chau thi hon.”

“C6 n6i that dAy.” Gan nhu khong thd dugc, Abbie hét gat rdi lic dau. “Co khong hé mudn nhimg chuyén thé nay xay ra.”

“Thé ¢6 dinh Am gi v6i sép cta c6?”

“Khong gi ca. Vira ndly chau nghe thdy c6 n6i gi v6i anh ta rdi ddy. Des biét 1 ¢ khong ¢6 y dinh vi v6i anh ta ca. Anh ta s& vrot qua chuyén nay thoi.”
C6 caumong Des sé gitt duoc bi mat.

Georgia nhin xudng san nha. Cubi cing con bé nglng lén. “Pugc 1di, chiu s& khong noi gl véi bd ca.”

C hong Abbie nghen lai. “Tét.” Tot 1 cAu ndi gidm noi tranh t& nhét ndm “Co camon,” cd ndi thém cho dii ¢b biét Georgia chi im vay vi Tom thoi,
chir khong phai vi co.

Cai nhiin vai dimg-cam-on-chiu ctia Georgia gidng hét kiéu to thai do ctia bd n6. “Ma chéu nén di thi hon. Bao nhiéu viée phai im” Van ndm chit chia
khoéa xe, conbé dira ctra.

“Hen gap c6 sau.” Nhin théy hop stra dong nudce canh Am dun nude, Abbie ndi nhanh, “A, cam on chiu vé hop stia, chau chu ddo qua. Ma t6i nay chau
Georgia nhin c6 throng hai. “Chau nghi ¢6 nén biét nguyén tic dau tién ciia viée n6i ddi 1 cur xr nhur binh thirdng, Vi néu tir nhién 6 to ra rét tot voi
chau thi bo chau s&€ nghi ngd day.”

“Xin 16 chau.” PO vira 1 bai hoc thim thia vira nhur cai tat vio méit ¢d. Abbie nhin xubng tay minh van dang run run.

Dirng ¢ bac ctra, Georgia quay lai ndi, “Minh &n mon tom cay nhé.”

“Vao di O, xin chio.” Des d6 mit khi nhin thiy ngudi gd cira phong minh. “Vao di.” Anh ta doi c6 déng cira sau keng xong xudi rdi n6i, “Nghe ndy, anh
xin 161 vé chuyén xay ra hom qua.”
Trong anh ta nhu n¥t ngt ca dém. Cha, chao mimg da nhap hoi mét ngii. Abbie ndi, “Anh chi toan ndi thoi. Nhung anh phai hira 1 tir ray khong dén nha

~o 90

toi nita.

“Anh hira.” Anh ta dau khd git ddu. “Giira em va con bé c6 chuyén gi khong?”

“Con bé s& khong ndi gi v6i Tom hét. By gior thoi. Nhung 01 qua thit 1. .. khing khiép.” Tiéng ndc bat ngo bat khoi Iong ngue ¢6, ndi cang thang vi
phai gid v moi chuyén van binh thurong tht 1 dau don. C6 da mat ca 61 qua ndu an, nira chén bat sau do, r6i chui bép. Khi Tom tw nhién hoi c6 trong
lic an 1a khdng biet Des c6 dinh tham gia vao di khic con cau nam nay khong, khudn mét lanh nhu bang ctia Georgia nhin ¢ lam bung c6 quén lai lo

s0. Lamsao ¢6 co thé tiép tuc thé nay cho t6i tudn sau, théng sau. . . hay ndm sau?

“Pumng khoc.” Lap cap dap tay vao tii thiy khong c6 cai khin mili soa ndo, Des mo bt ngin kéo Ay ra mdt td gidy in ctia Burger King, “Pay, ding céi
nay di.”

“T6i khong thé t. . tin duoc 1 con bé phat hién ra nhur vay. Png 1 4c mong” Abbie lau it bang cai khin mong rap. “Né ndi nd trong toi va Tom



song hanh phtic bén nhau, né khong thé tin duoc t6i lai ddi xir véi anh y nhur vay. N6 hoan toan vé phe anh 4y.”
“Em c6 mubn anh n6i chuyén véi né khong?””
“Trdi dét, anh dién 42 Khong bao gio! N6 da nghe anh ndi rdi, tt ca nhimg thir vé. .. anh biét ddy...”

“V& chuyén yéu ema? Anh da n6i vy va anh noi tht.” Des vin binh tinh. “Nhung anh s& khong ké véi Tom. Va anh ciing khong ké cho Tom biét cai
démminh ¢ bén nhau. Chuyén nay tir gid ra sao 1a ttty em quyet dinh. Néu anh ta nghe ai ndi, em s€ bict nguoi d6 khong phai la anh.”

C0 ¢6 ngu ngdc khi tin twong anh ta khong? Abbie quyét dinh | ¢6 biét Des du o dé tin vao nhiing gi anh ta noi. Anh ta | ngwoi trong danh dyr va s&
khong Itra doi co.

“Ching ta cir tiép tuc nhur khong c6 chuyén gi xay ra.” Co khong biét am vy c6 duoc khong, nhung con cach nao khac nira? “T6i dinh ndp don xin
thoi viée. Nhung lim vy thi tit ca moi ngudi s& thic nic, ma t6i thi ching nghiira Iy do ndo hét.”

“T6t.” Des lic diu. “Anh khong mudn em bo viéc. Chung ta s& vuot qua chuyén nay, Ol emxem.”
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Odi.

Cha, chuyén nay khong budn cudi teo nao. Lam nhwr anh chura du o Fing dé nghi ¢én ay.
O4i, 4, me kiép oai.

Réi, ctr thd thit chdm. Puoc rf')i, VAo 10i ra, minh lam duoc ma. ..

OAII!

Ash thoang nhin thiy minh trong gwong lién tom ]ay cura phong thm cho khoi ngi. Trong anh giong thing gi Quasimodo. Mot ﬂmg g0 Quasimodo béo i,
xanh xao va dang thuong, Thirc ra con & hon thé vi trong tit ca cac bure tranh v& thiing gi Quasimodo anh d nhin thy, it nhét anh ta con méc quan 4o.

Cén than, tig li mdt, Ash nhe nhang ra khoi | phong thmkinh trong tur thé khom khom glong ngudi cd Néandectan. Nguoi ta ¢6 thé thiy cac loai canh
bao stre khoe ciia chinh phit trén vo bao thudc 1 hay nhitng mau quang cao d6 ubng c6 con trén ti vi, nhung chira bao i chinh phi quai gd ny nghi
dén viéc dan bet cai canh bao d6 Ién chai dau gbi dau dung khong?

Canh bao: Néu chai dau gdi dau roi xudng san phong tim, cti xudng nhit chai én c6 thé giy nguy hiém nghiém trong tdi strc khoe.

Chura n6i dén kha ning cti gip ngudi ciia ban nita.

Ma 16 i xdy ra ding ngdy hom nay nita chtr, chi chura ddy bon tiéng trude khi bt dau cude hen quan trong ctia doi anh. Vao I bay rudi anh s& phéi
dén don Fia 6 Hollybush, cho ¢6 t6i Bristol va ng6i canh ¢6 su6t budi dicn Madame Butterfly kéo dai hai ting. Anh da démnguoc tirg phit mot, vui
mirng t6i mirc ca ngay hom nay khong an noi céi gi.

U'thi, ai d6 ciiing phai cam thdy vui mirng vi chuyén nay. T6i qua & quan ruou, Tomra moi nguoi di xem bo phim James Bond m6i ¢ rap Vue chiéu nay.
Fia dang don bat dia trén ban da n6i ho héi, “Oi, em thich James Bond Iim, cho emdi véi dugc khong?”

Hoéang hon, Ash budc phai tht Ién, “Nhung ti mai chiing ta s& t6i rap hat Pargeter ma, nhd khong?”

Fia, 13 rang i ching nh&' gi chuyén ndy, ¢b guong cudi tht 1én, “A ding rdi, phai rdi, ching ta s& t6i d6 m.”

Va r0i chuyén ndy nita. Thé ny moi chét, anh da am trit céi lung chét tiét ctia minh. Ding k anh ma. Thén trong khodc 1én nguoi céi 4o choang tam,
anh di chAm nhur sén xuong cau thang. Moi bude chan [a mdt con dau don. Pugce roi, ¢t dirdi co I s& do hon, co s& bot co that hoac dan ra phan nao
do.

Sau hai muroi phit, con dau con t& hon nita. Giéng nhur bi Nguoi khng 16 Xanh ding c4i kim khdng 16 kep chat xwong song lai véy.

Ma ni dén ke éc...

Hoan toan doan trudc dugc két cuc ctia cude nodi chuyén sap diénra, nhung vi qua tuyét vong anh van thir im mot lan.
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“Toi xin 161, ¢6 1€ tin dai giong tra 1i dién thoai, “néu anh mudn gip bac si, anh phai goi s6 nay trong khoang tir tam rudi dén tam gios ndm muroi phit
sang.”’

C6 ta khong hé t6 ra thong cam. Giong c6 ta nghe nhur khong c¢6 gi khién c6 ta hai Iong hon viée lam cho nhitng ngudi dan ng truéng thanh phai khoc.
“Nhung hrng t6i bi trat thi phai”” Chét that, dén ndi ciing im minh dau. “Liic tim rudi sang nay i van binh thurong.”

“Trong trudng hop d6 thi anh hdly ¢ ging goi ching toi sang mai 16i t6i xem ¢6 xép lich hen cho anh duoc khong.”

C ging I tir khoa trong cAu ndi vira roi vi s6 may nay thurong ban lién tuc boi nhitng ngudi 5m dau tuyét vong ¢ goi hét lin nay dén lin khac.
“Nhung hom nay t6i can gip bac si. Chuyén gip im.”” Ash néi qua k& ring, “Thé néu t6i dén doi t6i khi moi ngudi duge kham xong thi sao?”

“Pimg c6 nure cuo; anh khong am thé durge! Béc siban im” C6 I thn buc boi ndi. “Danh sach bénh nhan da du ngudi roi. Ching t0i khong tiép
nhirng nguoi dén ma khong hen trude.”

“Nhung t6i can duwogc kham!”
“Anh c6 di duoc chit nao khong? Hay anh bi liét hoan toan 101?”
“T6i ¢6 nhiic nhic dwoc mot ti. Nhung dau Em.” Va t6i con mdt cai hen ti nay nita, my gia ghé géma. Lan hen hd cudi cling ciia ¢d 1 tir bao gidr chir?

“Néu anh van nhiic nhéc durgc thi anh c6 thé doi t6i sang mai. Con néu anh thre sy mudn quéy riy toi thi di ma goi Cap ciru dy. Ching t6i khong gitip gi
duoc anh dau.”

Diéu nay khién ta tur hoi thé sao ngay tir d4u c6 ta con nhic may Bm gi. Gidr ¢6 ta lai con ctp miy, thdm chi khong cho anh duoc dac chi dap may trudc.
Thé qua k& ring, Ash nhich timg phan mot ra chd ti bép con ¢6 chire ning khac la thube. Anh tim trong dong thube da day, bang dan vét thuong
Elastoplast, binh xit giam dau moi co Deep Heat va binh xit khir tring, céc loai 6 bng hit Sinex, va may goi i thubc cam Lem-sip. Thude giam dau, may vién
thubc giam dau dau roi? Pmg néi B anh da ubng hét rdi ma khong biét nhé — dirgc rdi, hai vién thude khang viém ibuprofen, thé 1 duoc rdi. It nht ¢6
con hon khong; ching s& giip giam dau phan ndo.

Ba muroi pht sau, con dau van dit doi nhur vay. Nguo*ikhéng 10 Xanhvﬁnkhonghé nméngialnap uc. ba bénru’oiréiva v6i thé trang thé nay thi l4i xe
la viéc hoan toan khong thé. Ash suy nghi tht k' tinh hudng ctia minh. Néu goi taxi dén dén anh t6i phong cap ctru thi khong ai biét dugc anh s& phai
chd bao Iau rdi méi duoc kham Nén phirong an d6 khong thé duoc, boi vi it c6 chét anh ciing khong mudn bo 15 cude hen 1on ndy.

Ma cir da ndy thi anh chét mat. OK, khong phai theo nghiia den. Nhung chic chan anh phai dya vao cai gi d6 m6i virot qua dugce chuyén nay. Quay lai
ngin thudc, Ash lai tim thém mot chit. Vai hop keo khong duong Tunes. Bangy té. Keo ngdm Strepsils. Vién dau ca to nhur qua nho, ndu mac vao o
hong s& khién ta thé kho khe nhur ca. Thude vién chdng di tng phan hoa. Thude cam Night Nurse. Kem chong néing ding it nhit ba nam roi. . . chos da,
Night Nurse 42 Thudc nay c¢6 thanh phan giam dau phai khong? Anh nhin hr6t qua niit bén lo thube. C6 paracetamol trong d6. Tuyét voi, chic chén ta

¢6 thé udng ibuprofen voi paracetamol.

M cai ndp hdp voi co ché an toan cho tré em lam cau it thém chit cong strc va khién hung anh co thit thém, nhung anh hit tho' dugc qua con dau—
troi dt, cai nay chic chén dau hon ca sinh con — r6i ndc miy ngum lién,

Toi nm rudi, anh goi taxi ch hai ngudi toi rap hat, ubng thém vai i ngumnho Night Nurse, 1Oi mAt murdi Eim phit niic quén dui vao theo céch ciia trd
choi ném vong véi cai moc treo quin 4o bang day thép. Lan tuyét vong cudi cng md mAmngin thuoc anh tim thy mdt vién mau cam duy nhét con lai
tir 1an t6i tham trure ctia me anh khi ba nghi hdi phyc sau cude phau thudt ning ¢, giambong m¥it, va hit md toan than. Me anh, da chuyen dén Cape
Town tir sdu ndm trude, I tin d0 phau thuat thamrny V6i ba, mot nam khong phau thudt thim my thi ding 1 phi hoai. Ba ding rét nhidu thudc giam
dau. Ash liéc vién thudc, can duoc gitip d& dén phét dién.

Nhung anh ciing khong ngu ngdc dén thé, anh goi me minh trude.

“Me 4? My vién mau cam me udng hdi & ddy nim ngoai y, ching c6 tic dung gi?”

“Chao con yéu! Troi d4t, dé me xem xem, miu cam, mau cam. ... hinh 6 van hay hinh tron?”

“C) van.”’

“Tron hay san sti?”

u[j'm trO'n.”

“A, me biét rdi, thude gi d6 bét du vai chit B... Trdi, nghe ndy, tri nhé giéng nhur céi gi d6 ¢6 16 thimg 4y! Con yéu, tai sao con lai cin biét vay?”

“O day con mdt vién. Ma con vira bi dau hrng rdi,”” Ash n6i. “Con dang can Bm.”

“O thé thi ctr udng di. Méy thir d6 gitip me virot qua duoc thoi ky hdu phau ddy. Thé con dao nay thé nao r6i? Pa giam duoc can nio chua?”



“Chura.” Anh nuét vién thudc.

“Da nghii dén viée hit md chura?”

“That budn cudi  chua.”

“Thoi ndo con yéu, dimg c6 dan ddi thé, con nén thir mot lin xem! Ho da hit hang lit md ra khoi ngudi me déy!”

“Con chao me.”” Ash clip may trude khi me anh bt dau tra hoi vé ban gii. Mot sO ngudi I tin do ton gido, nhung dao ndy ba me kho ¢6 thé nhan ra nita
ctia anh lai rao gidng cho anh v€ thanh kinh phau thuét tham m§. Me anh con tin rang néu anh theo gong ba thi cudc song tinh cdm ctia anh s& khong
ngot thang hoa.

Ma ai biét duge? C6 thé me anh ding,

Troi dét, thao ndo anh tham hai thé nay.
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“Kh than anh qua.” Fia nhén mt théng cam khi taxi nay qua g giam td¢ khién anh phai hit manh vao. “Anh c6 chéc 1 anh khong mudn hity budi nay
khong?”

“Khong, khong, Toi khong sao dau. Khong thé dé nguoi ¢ dai that vong dugc.” Ash lic dau. “Ho can bai phé binh cta toi. Ma thoi, ching ta ciing gin
t6i noi roL.” Thue ra thl con dz}u da diu hon lic trude. May vién thude du loai da lérp t€ liét né mit cach hiéu qué. Co yé nhu chiing con lam dau 6c anh
mu di nita; anh mo h6 cam thay nhu dang boi dud6i nude, nhung cam gic twong doi thi vi. Thu gian. Nhu the cting t6t. Anh con nghi dugc ra nhiing thir
hém hinh dé néi voi Fia, day 1a 1an dau tién anh lam duoc the. Du khong phai lic nao anh ciing budn ndi ra, nhung it nhat ching ciing da ¢ trong dau anh.
Va d6i lic anh nghi dén nhitng thir chiing hém hinh teo ndo nhung ching cir tudn ra.

Oi dao. Khong sao, it nhit ho ciing ndi chuyén dugc doi chit, ciing con hon 1 ngdi trong bau im ling kho xir. Mot e ndy qua gd giam tie niva imanh

gAp ngudi. “Tdi thue sy hy vong dy khong phéi nhitng con dau dé dau tién. Toi khong mudn dé & gitta rap hat.” Chét tiét, cau d6 khong budn cudi.
Sao anh lai ndi thé cha?

Fia hiia theo anh, “Vay hoi Ion xon.”
“R4i toi s& phai dat tén cho n6 1a Butterfly. Thé thi té that,” Ash néi. “Nhét a néu d6 1a con trai.”
Khi hai ngudi t6i rap hat, Fia gitp anh nhe nhang ra khoi ghé sau taxi.

“Day, giit tay t6i ndy,” ¢o dura tay ra, qua ki y kién tuyét voi.

“Troi dat, déng ra toi phai nghi dén chuyén nay tir lau roil”

Fia nhin ling ting, “Nghi dén cai gi co?”

“““““““

“Khong c6 gi”” Cam giac bong bénh lai quay lai, ¢ anh nhur dang trdi ndi trong hop so. Ca hai réé88 ré868¢ ciing di Ién timg béc thang, “Ching ta
giong nhur doi gia ay nhi. C6 nghia la t6i s& khong dé con dau. Bimg lo.” Ash n6i voi mot cap vo chdng di trude khi ho quay lai nhin cdu, “Trudc day i
1a phu nir, da chuyén gioi, nhung gio' dang nuon doi trd lai. Pay Ia van dé ctia phu nit chiing minh nhi? Khong tu quyet dinh dugce cai gica.”

“Nghe ndy, ching ta khong phéi lim thé dau.” Fia dimg ngay lai. “Anh c6 vé hoi...”

“Lamsao d6. Toi co vé lamsao do. Toi biét, va ti xin 161, nhung t6i dam bao vai c6 I t6i khong sao ca.” Anh quay di nhay miit voi mot ba cu ding

sau. “Va t6i khong say dau, néu do 1a dieu ba dang thac mic, thia ba. Co thé chi la may vién thuoc.”

Bay gidr dén lwot ba cu thiy sdc. Fia ndi chéc chin, “Anh iy khong ding thudc phién dau.”

“Hay, t6i thich dugc ¢6 bo vé im Nhu mdt bac thiy. Ha, hay & mot ba thiy! Quyén rii ghé co.” Thodng nhén ra fa chi dinh nghi trong du nhur vy
thoi nhurng d3 16 n6i to ra roi, Ash stra 161 bang cach hat dau vé phia ba cu va dap dép vao tay 4o cta Fia. “Co ay la dau bép rat gioi, ba bict khong? Voi
mon khoai tay nurong doat giai Oscar.”
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Khi cudi cting ho t6i duge chd ngdi, Fia thi thim, “Anh ding thudc phi¢n day 42

Téi nay trong c0 tuyét dep. “Khong khong khong khong khong...” Khi da Jic dAu bén ndy sang bén kia thi anh khong dimg lai duoc nita. “Chi 13, ¢d
biét day, 1a thude giam dau thoi.”

“Loai manh a?”

“Chéc vay. Nhung t6i khong sao.”

Nguoi dan dng bén canh cdu noi, “Suyt!”

“Ha? Cai gl co?” Chi vé phia tim man nhung do, Ash n6i, “Bubi dién chua bat dau ma.”

“Anh n6i hoi to qua,” Fia thi thAm vao tai anh.

Troi dét, cam giac that tuyét voi. C6 ¢6 thé thi thim bén tai anh méi méi van chwra dit. OK, ¢6 thé anh ndi hoi to, nhung ngay sau khi budi dién bét dau,
anh s& im lang. Quay sang ngu6i dan ong bén phai, Ash ndi vé kiéu cang. “Toi dugc phép noi to. Toi la nha phé binh nghé thuét cho o Thoi bao Cha
nhét. Nén vé co ban thi,”” anh n6i thém, “t61 mu6n ndi to thé nao ké t61.”

.... tiéng nhac xa xam viit 1én phia xa. .. giong hat cao liu lo. ... 6i xtic cam, tran tré xtic cam. .. 6. ..

... thém tiéng nhac. . . nhimg giong khac nhau. .. day vo con tim. .. aaa. ..

... tiéng trong. .. vang rén. . . ndi dau tuyét vong. .. tiéng ngudi nirc nd. .. odi. .. rdi tiéng nhac xa xam I6n dan. . . dimg lai di ma. ..

... tiéng 0 tay. .. ho reo. .. mdi lic mot on hon. . . 6i trdi dét oi, im di...

“Ha? C6 chuyén gi thé?” MG choang pfit, Ash ¢b ngdi thing day trén ghé. Mot con co thit nghién chit cot song ciia anh, kéo giat anh lai. Ngo ngac vi
tiéng vo tay, anh ndi, “Budi dién bat dau a?”

“Két thic rdi.”
“Hé.?”
Fia vAn mai v tay. “That tuyét voi diing khong?”

Déu b my mim ctia Ash dang c6 sip xép céc chi tiét. Oi khong, dimg béo B anh da bo I ca budi din nhé, xin dimg n6i vay. Nhung sao Fia lai hi anh
¢ thay vo dien tuyét voi khong?

Réi anh thiy 13 ¢6 dang n6i v6i ngudi phu nit ngdi bén trai ¢o, chir khong phai voi minh. Huych c6 mt c4i, anh hoi, “C6 phai toi da. . . ngi quén khong?”

“Phai roi.”
“Oi troi.”
“Anh con ngay nita.”

“Khong!” Anh cam thiy ngudi vira néng vira lanh vi xiu hd.

Nguoi dan 6ng bén phai anh ni lanh tanh, “O ding thé ddy.”

Ash muén chét. “Nhiéu im khong?”

“Anh c6 bi dau xwrong suron khong?” Fia ndi.

“Ha?” An xwong suon kiém tra, Ash phat hién ra diing i bi dau that.

“M3i An anh bt dAu ngdy,” Fia giai thich, “Bon t6i lai choc anh mbt c4i.”

“Bon t6i?”

Neudi dan 6ng ngdi bén phéi noi, “Chiing t6i thay phién nhau.”

“Oi khong,” Long Ash lai thit lai thém khi anh nhin thy mdt vét wét nho trén vai chiée 4o khodc mau kem ctia Fia. “Bimg n6i do 1 do t6i giy ra nhé.”
Fia nhin xudng vét wt. “O ding rdi, anh ¢6 nho dai ti chut. Khong sao ca.”

Anh d3 dyra vao ngudi cd va nga dau Ién vai ¢6. Didu d6 ding 1 tham vong ca doi anh. Vay ma anh lai khong hé biét.



“That c6 ‘kx)i qué.” Chura d b& bang, con dau Ic trude bi lam € di gio quay tr6 lai con dit doi hon. Anh phéi nho Fia d& minh dtmg théng day khi khén
gia bat dau ra khoi rap hat.

Fia khong kho chiu vé& chuyén cai 4o khoac; ¢b ¢6 thé giat may duoc ma budi dién Madame Butterfly thi qué tuyét voi. D6 c6 thé ¢ khong phai nhitng gio
phit tuyét nhit cta Ash, nhung viée anh ngi git dau phal 161 ctia anh. M trude budi dién anh that budn cudi, khac hén moi 1in van déi xir véi c.
Thuongthlanhlamh, xa cach va t}neuthantlncn CO..

Ho ra 61 phong giai lao va Ash bat dién thoai n. “Gio' mo6i n6i thi ich gi.” Poc lud6t qua tin nhén, anh gio ra cho ¢6 xem: “Cudi cling ciing nh6 ra — vién
mau camdd 1a thuoc an than. Cuc cue manh!!! Yéu con, Me xx.”

“Anh ubng thubc d6 42 Nhin nét mit anh Fia bat cudi. “Ai bao udng thude ké cho ngudi khéac co.”
“Me bao t6i a nd s& giam dau.”

“0, 10 12 6 ciing c6 tic dung d6. Anh ngii mot o dén hét budi.”

“Fia? La c6 d6 a?”

Fia dimg khung lai, chit toc gdy dung lén trude giong ndi ma vira nghe ¢ da nhén ra ngay. Trong mot thé giéi hoan hao thi ¢6 mubn s& khong bao gio
phai nghe thiy giong ndi Ay mot lan nita hon.

C6 tir tir quay lai d6i miit voi ba me chong cil. “Xin chao, Vivien.”
“Cha cha, thé gioi that nho hep! Thét vui khi gip lai co & day!”

Diéu nay }(é ciing hoi mia mai, Fia thy vay, vi ¢6 méi 1 ngudi von thich opera va nhac ¢6 dién, trong khi Vivien chira bao i t6 ra thich thé loai nay.
Nhung dé lich sy, ¢6 n6i, “Bac cd khde khong?”

“Khoe im, khoe im. Van ban ddo tao nhin vién moi trong cra hang.” DAy 1 mdt trong nhitng Nhan xét Chua cay cua Vivien, nhAn manh vao sur phlén
phtrc Fia gdy ra khi 6 bo di. “Con Wil cling rt &n, x6t vé moi mit. N6 tim duge mt ¢b ban gii dang yéu, con bé hay déo dé1” Tac 1a ¢o, Fia, khién

ho thdy mét moi va ¢6 khi con khong ximg vé6i con trai ba ta. Ciip mét ¢t vo danh méu tim nhat tia thiy Ash ién mé to nhan ra. “Céu c6 phai nguoi da
ngi trong budi dién khong? Céi nguoi da ngay ¥

“C6 18 t6i da ga gat modt hai lin,” Ash n6i. “O nhirng doan khong hay.”

Vivien nhin c4u ngd vuc. “Oi trdi dét, ma hai nguoi b mot cép a? Fia, day Ia. ... ban trai m6i ctia ¢0 dAy 42 Vira n6i ba ta vira sam soi Ash ting ti mot,
tir vé do dan ctia Ash dén céi a0 khoac nhau nhi, tir mo toc can chai gap dén miy ctc 40 so' mi cang nich. Cénh miii b ta né ra va miéng ba ta bét dau
ramrd, cir nhu ba ta nong long goi dién bao cho Will V& cai tén xi trai hon hin ma ¢6 con dau cii dang hen ho. Két luAn rd rang 13: Sau khi bo con trai
01, ddy 1 g tot nhat ¢6 c6 thé hen ho ddy u?

Con Ash, tham chi con chura gip ba ta bao gid, biét 16 murdi muroi trong dau ba ta dang nghi gi.

“Thyc ra Fia di cing t6i vi chiéu 6 ddy thoi. Vo yéu ctia t6i i nay khong di duoc.” Sau khi gid giong & a clia gi6i throng hru, anh gio tay ra che bét tay
Vivien. “Chao ba. Toi I Humphrey Twistleton-Jakes. Budi dién t6i nay do qua nhi, ba c6 thay vay khong?”’

“Ta phai di thoi,” Fia noi. “Xe dang doi & ngoai kia.” Cudi voi Vivien khi di qua ba ta, ¢d chi vao Ash n6i tyr hao, “Anh dy 1 nha phé binh nghé thuét ctia
t0 Thoi bao Chu nhét day.”

“Roi, xin 16i ¢ An nita nhé.” Liic ho vé t6i DOi Channings, cam giac bong bénh lai quay lai véi Ash. “Biing 1 khing khiép toan tap.”

“Khong du. Toi vui im.” Vui hon rét nhidu so v6i c6 mong doi néu n6i mot céch chén thanh. Fia ndi, “Khudn mit ciia Vivien lic ching ta bo di dy — ba
ta hoan toan tin anh — d6 1a mdt trong nhiing gidy phtit toi yéu thich nhat trong doi.”

Viron ngudi ra trao mdt ny hon tam bigt tir té v6i Fia thi s& tuyét im. Nhung (a) anh khong thé v6i t6i chd c6 mi khong im minh dau dén kinh hon, v
(b) anh van chura du ding cam dé thir. Thay vao do, anh noi, “Toi chura bao gio thich chong c6 khi anh ta con di lai véi Cleo.”

“Toi bidt, chi &y c6 béo toi. Ti chi ¢ thé nbi k anh ta gid b rat tai va ca hai bon t6i déu bj mic hra. Hofic i ¢6 1€ ca hai bon t0i déu rit kém coi khi
chon dan 6ng.” Fia cudi nhe, bon chon gd vao tay nam ctra. “Nén t6i muon thay doi di€u do, xi ly cho xong chuyén ctia minh.”

Trong dau Ash c6 mdt tiéng ndi dang la 16n, “Toi 6 thé gitip 6 Bm diéu do, hiy dé toi gitp co thay doil”

"T‘{u,rc ra thi anh ¢6 thé gilp toi duqc déy,” Fia néi va trong mot ,thoe'{ng cau nghi minh dang ndm o, hodc ]a 06' doc duogc y nghi ctia cau, hoac cau da
chang may néira cau do. ... “Anh biet Johnny ding khong? Anh ay han phai néi chuyén voi anh ve. .. anh bict day, chuyén nay chuyén no, trong khi hai
nguoi choi bi-a véi nhau. Anh ay thich nhitng phuy nit thé nio?”

Ash thd ra chim chdm. Tiéng gi thé nhi? A phai rdi, tiéng niém hy vong ctia anh v& vun roi xudng dat.



Cau fic dau. “Toi khong biét. Xin 161

“0.” Fia ¢6 vé thit vong. “Thoi, diisao cting camon anh t6i nay. Con Iic anh phai viét bai phé binh, cir néi 1 c6 dién vién dong Butterfly thurc sur 1 ngdi
sao tuong lai, anh chang dong Pinkerton dién rat dat, con dan dyng san khau thi rat hoanh trang,”

“Camon.” Ash git diu. Anh d4u c6 can phai phé binh vo kich; ching ai bt anh viét gi ca.

“Mong rang lung anh s& chong hdi phuc. Chiic anh may mén!”

Anh khong thé hon ¢6. Ma Fia ciing khong hé ¢6 y dinh hon anh. Quan st c¢6 ra khoi xe taxi va nhé nhe vay tay v6i minh, Ash n6i, “Tam biét.”
C6 nhiéu hon mot loai ndi dau.
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Lic lai xe qua ctra hang tap hoa trén duong di lam, Cleo nhin thiy xe Johnny d6 bén ngoéi’Hﬁn wvira di dau vé. Oi trdi, nhitng cam xtic d6 chura hé phai
nhat, thdm chi con manh m& hon bao gi¢ hét. Nhan phanh that sau, ¢6 dd lai nghi mot lic dé trai tim dang d4p thinh thich ctia minh binh tinh lai.

Cha, binh tinh lai mjt chit di. OK, ctr tu nhién thoi. Budc vao ctra hang, lé.y mot tO bao hay hop bac ha hay gi do, 1di liée sang théy Johnny va to ra
ngac nhién. DE thoi ma.

Péy cira vao khi canh cira bi mo ra tir phia bén kia, ¢6 phong théing vao nguc Johnny va rit Ién mdt tiéng nhur chudt sap bay.
“Ui” Do ¢b ddy, hén hoi, “Chao Cleo. Cau khoe khong?”

“Khoe! Con cau? Ban a? Dén noi d6 hay khong? O nhin kia, sita!” Troi dét, minh dtng 1 ngu si hét thudc chita.

“To wira di...”

“Di choi? O, tuyét!”

“Ciing khong hén. Mot trong hai ba c6 ctia t& bi dot quy.”

“Oi khong!” Lan cubi cing ¢6 nhin thiy ho I Itic hai ba ¢ loang choang chdng gy budc di trong & tang ciia Lawrence. Ca hai ba c6 déu ngot tam
muroi va trong rat yéu 6t. Ca hai cing & mot nha dudng 1o, Nhé ra tén ho 1 Clarice va Barbara, Cleo hoi, “La c6 nio?”

“C6 Barbara. C6 16n tudi hon.” Dudi mit Johnny c6 quang tham, ¢t nhur 1 hén chura ngii ¢4 tuan nay rdi. “C6 van dang hon mé trong phong chim séc
dic biét tai BVDHNN. Bénh vién dai hoc Norfolk va Norwich,” hin gidi thich thém khi théy Cleo ngdy ra. “Luc ndy van dang trong tinh trang nguy kich.
Ho khong biét ¢o c6 qua khoi khong.”” Trong hin rit mét mdi nhung 6 vé hai long khi gip ¢6. “Nghe ndy, cau co mudi phit khong? Qua chd t6 udng
ca phé ndi chuyén nhé?”

“Tét nhién 14 duoc rdi!” Cleo nhin dong hd, nhédm tinh nhanh. “Gidr t phai di don Casey Kruger dura anh ta t¢i Bristol. Khoang mdt tiéng rudi nita 1 t&
vé dénnoi.”

Nhung Johnny da Fic dau. “Lic d6 thi t6 phéi di roi. Té chi vé qua nha Jy may thir thoi. Té phai quay lai Norfolk cang sém cang tt.”

Chét tiét. Cleo thoang nghi dén viéc thuyét phuc Casey tw nhdc c4i mdng ngdi sao hrdi biéng ctia gi 1én ma tim céch t6i rap hat Hippodrome, nhung c6
nhitng yéu cau don gin 1a khong kha thi. Ga Ia khach hing va ¢6 khong thé lim gi that vong, “Té xin 16i, gios t& khong qua duge. Té phai di hm.”

Lai thé rdi.
Johnny cudi budn ba. “Tiée tht. Thoi khong sao. Gap sau vdy.”
Hén vd nhe vao canh tay c6 1di di, tiéng xe rd may én doc. Cleo nhin hén bién mét khoi tim nit. Toi nghiép Johnny. Toi nghiép ¢6 Barbara.

Nhung mit t5t 12 #t nhét khong phéi héin di hi hi v6i c6 ndo d6 tuyét voi hon dut cai ¢b tai xé tan nhang & bén kia bai co nha minh, ma véi ¢d 4y dia diém
quyen il I trén gac xép day bui va mang nhén.

“Em & im cho anh viéc nay va anh s& khong thé tir chbi,” Georgia noi.
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Mt con bé sang 1én va né dang niic chief:c 40 phong bé miu tim véi dong chir, “Nhitng ngudi niic chimg khé doc trén thé giéi, hiy cing THAO GO!”
duoc in 10 nét trén ngue. Con bé dang cam gi d6 sau lung,

“Néu khong thi anh s& phéi boi vai Iii ca[ 1] 42" Tét mdy, Ash chdm chdm trudn chén ra khéi xe. Anh dang hdi phuc nhung van thiy dau. Rét dau.
[1] Thanh ngt trong tiéng Anh, nghiia i chét, diic biét khi bi giét chét.

“Lii ca 42" Georgia nhan miii khi nhay tir twong rao khu viron xudng, “Khéng n6i 1 i ca. Chi ca thoi. Ma thdi, em c6 nghe churong trinh ciia anh sang
nay. Va emcd caindy cho anh.”

“O vaya?”

“Céi ndy anh s& thich [im.”

“Anh cha dam nghi nira.”

“Purng 6 khé tinh nhur vay! Em vao duoc khong?”

“Thé anh ngiin em dugc chic?”” Ash bam hang rao dé di trong khi con bé theo anh vio.
“Tinh trang nhu vay thi chéic 1 khong” Khi cdu md khoa cira con bé tung ty di qua anh vao nha trurde va ndi hoan hi, “Day nay!”
Con bé dang gio mén qua ngac nhién lén, mot lo chit long nho.

“Néu 14 rou vang tréing thi krong d6 chra du dau.”

“Pay khong phai ruou. Anh coi 4o khoac ra.”

“Caigico?”

“Va ca a0 phong nita.”

“Taisao?”

“Bi vi em c6 nghe n6i v céi lung dau clia anh. Ma em thi mit xa rét Einh nghé. Khong phai kiéu ban thiu dau, duong duong chinh chinh dy. Nhung em
hira 14 anh s& khong phai hdi tiec dau. Em tuyét lam.”

Ash tha chia khoa xe 1én ban. Diéu ndy nghe nhur y kién t6i nhat anh timg biét.
Nhung nghi lai, keng cdu van dau khing khiép va ai ciing biét i dwoc mat xa thi s& thich Bm

Con nira, sang nay anh da qua ban voi chuong trinh truyén thanh ctia minh nén da khong goi duogc cho bac si dat lich hen kham Ma &n may lai con doi
%01 gac. Néu khong duge mot bac sichuyén khoa kham thi tai sao lai khong d€ mdt ¢d nang a ma to nhiét tinh tdm quat cho?

“Thé thi Bmdi.” Anh c6i 4o khoac ra. “Em mudn anh nim dau?”

“Trén giudng trén gac 4y.”

Anh nhin thy tia sang p 16e trong mét con bé. “Dimg c6 hong,”

“Miat vui.” Georgia cudi ni, “Buoc rdi, ta im trén san phong khach nhé.”

Conbé Ty mot céilfhéntém, trai xudng tham va tét toc lai thanh mdt bim long, Hit dé thu bung vao thi qua dau, Ash can trong nim tp xudng cai khan
tam, van mic du quan 4o.

“Anh phai cdi 4o phong ra,” Georgia noi.

“Khong doi ndo. Anh khong dé tran trudc mét em dau.”

Con bé dao mit. “Thé thi em khong ding lo dau ndy duoc r6i.”
“Hoic thé nay hodc khong Am nita.”

Georgia cudi ndi, “Nguong co ddy.”

Phai cong nhédn 1 Georgia kha thanh thao viéc ndy. Quy xubng canh anh, con bé xoa hai tay vao nhau dé lim 4m. Rdi né bét dau xoa ngén tay quanh
lung anh theo vong tron that nhe va nhip nhang,



“Néu dau thi anh bao emnhé.”
“Em ciing duoc ddy,” Ash im bam

“Emda bao anh rdi, em con hon ca duoc 4y. Em la thién tai trong viée ndy Ay chir.”” Tay con bé kéo cing xoa bop cac khdi co, kién nhén ddm g anh
trng ti mot.

“Thé dén bao gio> thi xong?”” Ash Jim bam. Anh thire s cam nhén duoc tac dung ciia viée nay. Cac khdi co dau thit dang dan tha long
“Murdi lim, hai muroi phit. Bao lu ity anh.” Georgia tinh nghich ndi, “Véy anh s& nhiic dén em trén dai ngy mai vi chuyén nay nhé?”
Céu cudi. “Ciing c6 thé.”

“Tét qua! Anh tién thé cho thém chut théng tin vé viéc em 1 quan 4o voi gia phai ching khong?”

“Viy em coi anh chi nhur vy thi ha? Nguon quang cao mién phi a?”

“Khong, nhung néu anh kim nhu tinh ¢d n6i ra chuyén dé thi ciing tot.”

“Um, anh khong lam duoc vi....”

Tit tit.

“0, ai 46?” Plmg bat day, Georgia phdm phamra mo ctra trude khi cau nhic dugc dau ddy. Bi nvic ket dudi san, Ash chi nghe thay tiéng cira ngoai my
ra va con bé kéu Ién, “Xin chao! O, thit tot bung qua! Han i sing nay chi ciing nghe chuong trinh ctia anh Ay dting khong?”

C6 phéi i hy vong qua mirc khong khi nghi 12 ba bac si, do qua hdi hin vi khong thé xép lich hen cho cau hdm qua nén da quyét dinh dén tham cau hom
nay?

Va hinh nhur con mang theo mdt suét an mua sn ndo d6 nira?

R&i hurong rau thom v t6i cang 16 hon va Ash nghe tiéng Fia n6i, “A ding, ding vay. Lung anh 4y sao di?”
Oitroioi...

“Sp b6t dau nhidu rdi.” Georgia vui vé dura khach vao phong, “Ngay sau khi em thure hién xong phép thudt ctia minh!”

Cubi ctng sau khi xoay duoc dau, Ash thiy Fia dang hoang hdt nhin anh tir ngudng cira. Ciing cha dang ngac nhién méy, vi c6 dang thdy anh nam tp
it xuong san nhu mot con hai mé.

On troi 1 anh d4 khong dé Georgia du coi ca 4o phong ra.

“O, t6i xin 16i. T6i chi nghi 1 chéc anh khéng ra quén rrou an trua duge.” Fia vira chi vao cai gio ¢ mang toi vira ngap ngimg néi, “Toi mang qua mot
dia mi cudn.”

“Ca... camon.” Tir ngit rung Ién khi anh n6i ra vi Georgia bat ngd thoc d6t ngén tay vao sudn anh. Anh von cé mau budn.

“Chj ctr dé trong bép 4y,” con bé n6i voi Fia trong khi van xoa bop. “Em s& ham nong lai cho anh Ay khi lam xong, Gio thi tha Iong ngudi ra va dimg co
"’

h6p bung lai nita.” Con bé au yém vd vao phan thit thira mt cai. “Em khong gitip duoc dau néu anh cang thing thé nay!

Ash camnhan dugc ngon tay con bé dang 4n sau vao hai bén sudn anh, du dé trong tuong 1o rang mit canh tuong rét kém quyén rii ma Fia dang nhin
thdy. Da d4u anh rAm ran vi x4u ho.

“00i, anh that 1 dang yéu,” Georgia bat néi, nim day tay mé thit ctia anh qua 1p 40 phong ma vay qua lai nhu nhao bot. “Gidng mdt con héi cdu cuén
'37

tron to ding Ay!
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Abbie dang giip mit phu nit con phén van lra chon trong s6 céc ching loai dén virdn néng lwong mit trdi dang bay & d6 thi thdy Magda tinh nghich
thong bao, “Oi cha, nhin xem anh chang huc ludng dep trai nao dang téi kia?”
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Do 1a Tom Ngay ca sau bao nhicu ndm, sy xuit hién bét ngd cta anh van Bm tim c6 x40 dong. No nu cudi rang 15, ¢b gio' tay 1én vay rdi moi nhan ra
anh khong nhin vé phia minh. Ma tap trung chi1 y vao mdt cho khac. ..

Oi troi dt. ..

Té6i gan Des & gitra ctra hang, khong chdm lai mot gidy, Tom thu tay lai vung mot ci dAm that manh c¢6 thé khién cho vAn dong vién quyén Anh Ricky
Hatton phai kinh né. Des d6 guc xudng nhur bao cat. Nhitng phy nit dimg gan d6 hét Ién; chira bao gioy ¢6 chuyén tuong ty nhur vy xdy ra & Trung tim
Trang thiét bi Vuon Kilgour.

Tom khong n6i mot tiéng. Ciing khong them liéc quanh mot an ndo trude khi quay lung bo di. Tét c4 moi ngudi déu sdc, mit mo tron xoe con mom thi
ha hbc. Ngudi ta nin tho khi Des 16 minh ngdi ddy, méu mili 16 tong tong xubng san gach.

ROt i, tirng nguroi mdt, quay mit lai phia Abbie. Noi sor hai théit chit bung c0 lai va mét dang dang lén hong c6 khi 0 thiy nét mit ho thay do, tir
ngac nhién chuyén sang kho hiéu dén nghi ngo 161 nhan ra rang, v€ logic, rat c6 kha nang chuyén nay lién quan téi cd.

Su yén lang kinh ngac chuyén sang On a0, tiéng ngwoi néi ri rim. May nguoi dimg canh gitip Des dimg day, dua anh gidy an dé cam mau va lau don
ddng nhem nhube dudi san.

“DA ai goi canh sat chura?” Ngudi néi cau nay vai giong the thé lo ling chinh 1 ngudi phy ni phén van mua béng dén ning hong mit troi. “Phai goi canh
sat!”

Mau twoi vay khiip chiéc 40 card xam Des dang méc khi anh ta Fic du. “Khong, khong, dimg im vay.”

Abbie thay nhur ¢6 nhidu nguoi hon quay lai nhin ¢ voi du cip do budc tdi va ngd vire khéc nhau. Phan (g ctia Des khéng dinh nhitng nghi ngo i
trude ctia ho 1a ding,

Magda n6i, “Abbie? Thé nay I thé nao? Chuyén gi dang xay ra thé?”

“Em.... emkhong biét.” M4 c6 ndng qua, c6 cam thiy nhur ching sép chdy bing kén.

Hang 16ng miy rim ciia Huw dung dimg 1én khi anh ta gitip Des dtmg ddy. “Cau ¢6 can goi xe ctru thuong khong?”
“Khong, thit ddy, khong can dau.”

Abbie c6 nudt nhung miéng c6 kho khde. Tay ¢6 run lén. C6 can ndi chuyén voi Tom, ¢b can phai giai thich.

“Thoi nao cau, phai rira sach di.” Lic nay Huw nhan trach nhi€ém dua Des dén chd cu thang,

“Um... dé t6i di gip Tom” C6 phai c6 dang goi v6i theo ho khdng? Nghe khong gidng giong b ti ndo.

Des quay lai git dau. Nhu nguoi may, Abbie dira cira. CO phai tim cach giai quyét chuyén nay, giai thich ring c6 da khong, ..
“Chi di cung em,” Magda tom canh tay co.

“Khong can dau, chi khong phai im vay.”

“Bm dinh [am thé ndo chu, di bd vé 42 Thoi ndo, dé chi chd emvé.”

V& t6i Doi Channings d thy chiéc xe tai phii bui méu x4m bac ctia Tomdd bén ngoai nha.

“Dé chi vao cting em.” Magda n6i giong chic chin.

“Khong, dimg chi.”” Ho khong hé mubn ¢6 ngudi chimg kién chuyén ndy.

“Cau ta da danh embao gio chua?”

“Chua!”

Magda n6i nghiét ngd, “Moi chuyén déu c6 lan dau tién. C4u ta ciing chra bao gid danh Des ca.”

“Tom khong phéﬂii ngudi nhu vay.” Trong lic loang choang ra khdi xe, Abbie mudn mang nhdn ra réng néu vo t0i hin cd da noi, “Tai sao Tom lai dénh
em ch? Em chéng lam gj sai ca.”

Qua mudn 1oL, Hit mdt hoi thit sdu, ¢6 md cla.

D0 I huot, db I ot & khéip noi. Phong khach bi phi kin quin 40; con ¢6 ca mit cai vay cudi ding ten miu nga trén cira s6, ling Fing vit qua thanh
rém Georgia khong ¢ nha, on troi. Chi c6 Tom dtiing quay lung lai phia c6, hai tay khoanh chét trudc ngure, cd ngudi toat ra vé tirc gian.



Pay 1a didu cd da lo sg bao thang trdi nay. Gior thind da xay ra ri. Va da qué rd tai sao anh lai biét.

“Lamsao ¢6 dam?” Giong Tom run §én gian gitt. Anh chim chim quay lai nhin c6. “Lamsao ¢ dam ch?”

Abbie né)i xung. Khong b4o tn’Iérc, ndi SO hai chgyén thanh thach thirc. “Lam sao em dam a? Nhinvxelrn anh vira Iam cdi gi kia!”” Loi ndi ¢t tuén ra, mot
cach chong tra tuyét vong. “Néu anh mubn n6i vé chuyén nay thi anh da c6 thé hoi em roi em s& ké hét voi anh. S& chi I chuyén gitta hai ching ta.”
Mong tay ¢6 bau chit vao long ban tay va ¢6 thay buon non, boi vi tir nay cude doi ¢6 s€ khac. “Nhung 61 khong, anh phai dén cho em lam gy chuyén,
101 bay gio thién ha déu biet.”

“TOI KHONG QUAN TAM.” Tom, di chra bao gits cao giong, gim kén, “TOI MUON THIEN HA BIET HET! CO VA DES KILGOUR. .. HAI
NGUOI BA CUNG NHAU.. .”

“Fm khong ngii vi anh ta.” Abbie bat noi, s héi true con gidn dit ctia chong. “Chi B mot dém binh thurong thdi, em tuéng anh ngoai tinh va em da rét

buon. ..

Cira trude mo tung ra va Georgia n6i to, “Sao ¢6 ba nao cir ndp nAp nau nau trong céi bui cay bén dudi ctra s0 nha minh 4y nhi?” Roi con bé xuat hién
trén ngudng cura phong khach va vé mat nd bieén d6i khi n6 nhin thay canh tugng trrde mat. Anh mét con bé chuyén tir nguroi ndy qua nguoi khac va
Abbie doan duoc ai da ké cho Tom

“Hay im.” Abbie Fic dau véi Georgia.

Georgia gian giit ndi, “Cai gi co? Khong phéi chau. Chau khong ndi cho bd biét.”

Tom nhin con gai minh hoai nghi. “Chd d4. Y con 14 con biét chuyén ndy 42 Con biét chuyén vé Des Kilgour 4?”

“Hén ta t6i ddy mdt Ian, va ca hai nguoi déu khong biét 1 con ¢ nha. Con nghe thiy hét moi chuyén. Abbie bét con hira khong dwoc néi cho bé biét. Oi
b, con xin IBi...”

Georgia lam cho moi viéc khong thé t¢ hon. Ma con bé dang néi ddi; chéic chéin nd dimg sau chuyén ndy. Abbie hoi, “Thé thi 14 ai chir? Néu d6 khong
phéai chau?”

Georgia kién quyét. “Lam sao chau biét dwoc? C6 1§ chinh 1 cai ba trén ngoai bui ciy dy.” Sai bude ra mo tung ctra sb, con bé ndi thing thimng, “Nao,
6 phdi 1a c6 khong?”

Nighe kén chuyén nguoi khéc vin luon B sor trrong ctia Magda. Dimg tir tir ddy, chi ta phii 14 roi trén t6c. “Tat nhién khong phai toi roi. Ching ti dén
hdm nay mdi biét chuyén nay.”

“P6 I vi ching ¢6 chuyén gi dé biét ca,” Abbie noi.

Tomnoi cyt lin. “Magda, ra khoi day di.”

“Dlmg c6 danh ¢d Ay ddy,” Magda canh bao lic quay di.

Khi chi ta da l4i xe di, va Georgia d4 déng cira, Abbie nhin Tomnéi, “Vy ai néi cho anh biét?””
Tom lay mdt manh gidy gip lai tir trong tti quan jean ra. “Céi ndy dwoc nhét trén kinh chéin gi6.”

Chan Vﬁn dang run, ¢6 sang bén kia phong c@i{n lay to gléy Bang chir viét hoa, nguoi vo danh do Wét: U MQT NGLAJ'GI BAN NGI—AIT RANG ANH
NEN BIET LA VG ANH BANG NGOAI TINH VOI DES KILGOUR. TB: DAY KHONG PHAI TIN BPON. DAY LA SU THAT.

“Nhung day khong phai sur tht.”” Abbie nubt khé nhoc; ¢ con phai ndi nhur viy bao nhiéu lan nita? “Khong c6 chuyén gi xay ra ca, emthé ddy.”
“Cd & voi hén qua dém,” Georgia xia vO. “Trén girdng héin ta. C6 khong thé n6i 1 khong ¢6 chuyén gi xay ra duoc.”

C6 phéi con bé viét to gidy d6 khong? Dé Tom phat hién ra, nhung né van khiing khéiing né khong phai ké méch léo?

“Khong c6 chuyén tinh dyc.”

“Nhung ¢6 da hon hin ta.”

“Nghe ndy, c6 mudn ndi chuyén riéng voi Tom. Cho ¢6 voi bd chau mot chit riéng tr duge khong?

Bit ctr mot ngudi binh thirdng nao ciing s€ ra ngoai. Nhung Georgia, khong phai nguoi binh thirdng, lic dau. “Khong Chéu ctr ¢ ddy. Nhin xem c6 da
Jambo chau ra néng noi nao day.”

Gan nhu khong thé nhin ra Tom duoc nita, mit anh dit ton va mét do dai. TAt nhién Georgia ding vé phia anh, bao v¢ anh.



“Hay dé em giai thich moi chuyén,” Abbie cau xin, nhung anh d4 gio tay Ién.
“Co d4 lira to1. Co da gitt bi mat voi t6i, 1am nhig tro ¢d troi moi biét duo, vay thi lam sao t6i cd thé tin 161 ¢0 lic nay chir?”

D06 khong phai la cai co; ma la ca thé gidi ctia c6 dang tudt khoi tay. Abbie bt noi, “D6 1 tir hdi anh di cau ¢4, em tim thdy 14 thur. .. con bé giri.”” C6 chi
ve phia Georgia, n6 phan g lai nhu vira bi tat.

“Vay 14 16i ctia chau phai khong? O khong, c6 khong thé d6 hét 16i cho chau durgc, chi vi ¢b bi bét qua tang!”

“Nghe ny, em chi dang c6 ké cho anh nghe chuyén gi xay ra thoi.”” Giong Abbie cao vong lén. Su can thiép ctia Georgia 1 diéu ¢ khong hé mudn.
“Thoi khong can dau.” Tom nhin ¢b kinh tom trude khi quay di. “Khoi rach viée. Boi vi t6i khong mudn nghe.”

“Em c6 chéc 1 khong phién khong?”

“Tét nhién i khong roi!”

“Bm thét su chic chi?”

“That nmi.” Lam sao c6 c6 thé thiy phién khi chi gai c6 chuyén dén ¢ ciing chir? Cleo mang mjt cbe tra t6i bén Abbie, liic 4y van dang rét khing hoang,
Toi nay khi c6 di lam vé thi moi sy da o1, Abbie da cé mat ¢ trong nha chiém lay cai phong trong. Bdi vi ¢ lai nha ctia chi khong con Ia Iya chon nita.

Khi nghe xong Iy do, Cleo rat ngac nhién. Thét phi thuc té, giéng nhu nghe Abbie thong bao 1 chi mudn m phi hinh gia va s& di tap huén voi NASA
vay.

Nhung d6 I sy that. Dikhong thé tin dwoc, nhung ding 1 ba chi c6 da vurdng vao mdt chuyén, dit ngéin ngii, voi Des Kilgour. Va anh chang nay, tréi
ngang sao do, lai dang yéu chi.

Va c6 thé con dang bi vor mii

Moi chuyén danro rang,

“Chi khong thé & lai. Khong thé.” Pau khd nhéic lai, Abbie tiép tuc. “Khong thé ¢ voi hai ngudi vé ciing mdt phe déu lai chi. Phai rdi, voi Georgia thi day
dung 14 giac mo thanh hién thyre con gl. N6 da dat Vduqc, udc nguyén. Tu nay’trc”r di sé chicon })6 connd & voinhau, kl}ér}g cbr} my dan bé daq kho hay
rénriclr lamn6 mat himg nira. Embiét khong, chéc chan con bé da dé to gidy do Ién kinh chén gié xe Tom. Chi dé c6 gang hét minh doi xtr t6t voi no
ma no tra on theé nay day. Ma lam sao chi lai tin n6 co chur.”

Pa muroi mot rudi. Cleo hoan toan kiét sire sau ngay dai im viéc. “Nhung néu khong phéi con bé thi sao?”

“Con ai vao ddy duoc nira? Des chua néi véi bit ky ai. Va chi ciing vay. Boi chi biét d6 1a cach an toan duy nhét.”

“Nh ai do trong thiy chj thi sao?”

“Nhung chinh thé d4y, ho khong trong thiy. Ho khong thé, vi ching ¢6 i dé nhin ca!”

Khong thé dép lai cau d6. Cleo n6i, “Emkhong doan durge chuyén xay ra thé ndo. Nhung em chéic chéin Tom s& t6i day thoi. Chi biét anh dy yéu chi dén
mirc nao ma.”

“Chi khong néi cho anh éy biét vé& Des vi chi khong mudn Bmanh éy budn. Va gio thi chi da lam cho moi chuyén con 161 t& hon hang trigu lan.” Lé trao
khoi mit Abbie, nhd xudng ctii tay cd. “Anh 4y khong con tin chi nita. Sy tin twéng da mat. Ma em biét Tom kiéu hanh thé nao roi. Troi dat, xin 16i

ER)
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“Khong sao dau. Bé em lam cho.” Ci nguoi méng nhit nhitng manh v ctia cdc tra yéu thich, Cleo quy gbi xudng diing viing tra d6 va ddng thoi im
durt ngdn tay vi mot mau sit v. Mau trao ra roi xuong san.

“Xin 161 em, dé chi giip emdon dep...”

“Thoi, khong sao, that ddy.”

“Chj khong thé tin dwoc chuyén nay lai xay ra.”

“Abbie, chi i cai coe thoi ma.”

“y chi khong phai vay. Chi dang n6i vé cude doi chi. Cude d...doi ngungéc v0 vong cua chi...”

Murdi mit gior ba muroi Bim pht. Cleo giat mdt ndm gidy an tir cai hop Abbie dang ding hét dan, va bét du lau don chd d6 v. Pém nay rdi s& dai, rat
dai.
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Chuong 42

D6 14 budi dién cubi cing ctia v& Beach Party! tai rap Hippodrome va ti nay ca cdu lac by ngudi hAim md Casey Kruger da c6 mit. C6 toan b khoang
ndm muoi nguol, vai nguoi trong so ho rd rang Ia rat ky quai. Rét I3 vai soi tong hop. Va nhitng co thé thira cén co nhét ngudi vao céi 4o phong qua nho
mang dong chit Toi Yéu Casey! Con c6 ca vai nguoi dan 6ng nita.

{t niéit thi trdi ciing khong mua. Ho da c6 mot dém dep troi. Mot dém tuyét voi, cir xét dén viée budi dién da két thiic tir nam muoi phit trée nhung ho
van dimg cam miy anh va s6 xin chit ky ché ngudi hing ctia ho xudt hién tir phia nha hat. Nhung khong ai thiy phién. C6 ve dém nay g dien rét t6t. D6
héin i m)t budi dién dé doi

Cleo ciing phai chd, nhung it nhat c6 con duoc tra tién. Va khi ¢d dura gi dén cira rap hét e trudc budi dién, g3 ¢6 bao trude 1 rat c6 thé démnay gi
s€ tan muon.

“T6t hon 1 thé, me kiép,” gi n6i thém “Pam quan Iy s& gip ric rdi 1on néu khong khui vai chai sam banh tdi nay.”

Ngdi dwa vao ghé i, Cleo roi it khoi dam dong hm m) va cam iy dign thoai. C6 da goi cho Abbie dé chi biét o s& vé sau nira dém. Trudc do, ¢
cting da n6i chuyén voi Tom va nhan théy la anh van chura muon tha thir cho o' minh vi d4 sém chit nira ngi v6i nguoi dan 6ng khac. Anh ciing khong
muon duoc mot ngurdi tham chi chua bao gio c6 mdt moi quan hé tir t€ nao trong doi Ién 16p (tir anh ding) vé chi d€ tinh yéu va sy tin tudng,

Piéu d6 1am Cleo ton thurong, nhung c6 da ¢b nhin khong bét lai. Hon nita, anh cing ¢ ly. Va anh da ton thurong su sic vi cam thiy that vong va bi
phan boi tan t€. Bdi khi tinh yéu cang lon, thi cdm giac bi phan bdi cang dir doi. Thé nén c6 mdi gan nhur khong tan nat cdi long khi phat hién ra sy doi tra
cua Will

Thoi thi e nay cir dé Tom mdt minh da. Nhung ¢6 van bon chon xoay xoay dién thoai; cau chuyén choang vang tdi qua giita Abbie va Tom d anh
huéng rat nhiéu dén 6. Boi cude hon nhin ctia ho van lu6n 12 mbi quan hé hoan hao nhét, khién cac moi quan hé khic phai ngudng mo, ly im chuan
muc va luén mong mudn duge nhur vay.

Cir coi 14 16i tur duy logic léch lac ciia dan ba di, nhung néu chuyén giita Abbie va Tom mé con tan voy, thi con hy vong ndo cho nhimg ngudi khac day?
Piéu do tiép tuc khién c6 thiy tt ca nhig ¢b ging ctia minh bao niim qua dé bao vé ban than khong b ton thurong ¢ 1& khong hiru hiéu nhur minh van
tudng.

V& co bin la néu chéng may khong s6m thi mudn long ta ciing tan nat, vy o au im gi cho mét, cir dé moi chuyén dén déu thi dén ¢ phai hay hon
khong? Neu diing [a nhur vy thi it nhat ta cling cd thé vui vé mt chut voi ngudi dan 6ng tuyét nhat ma minh to tudng.

A, nio, hirm, xemndo, vy anh ta s  ai nhi? Cleo cudi thm, ché giéu s that  minh c6 mdt bi mat t9i 19i. Bi vi di thich hay khong thi Johnny
LaVenture c6 vé nhu da chiém mot i tri kha viing chac trong dau co.

Nhung néu ¢6 goi nhanh cho Johnny mot it bay gio thi chéc ciing khong sao nhi, chi dé hdi théim tinh hinh ba c6 thoi? Piéu d6 binh thirong thoi, chac
chan thé. Néu han dang rau long ma duoc nghe mdt giong ndi than thién thi co phai Ia rat tot khong?

Canh ctra rap hat puéi clng ciing mo toang va Casey xuat hién véi sy ho reo ctia ngudi hém md. Ho tim tum xung quanh g nhu thé i 1 mdt nguoi
hing vira chién thiang. Va moi tay g3 dang vay mot chai sam banh, lam cho dam déng cang h6 hoi. Nhin dang vé ctia g, 6 the n6i day khong phai la
chai sdm banh dau tién g uong toi nay.

Cleo nhin xuéng man hinh dién thoai méu xanh dién tir, van dang c6 quyét dinh xem c6 nén goi cho Johnny hay khong,

“Oal” Mot ci nép chai ban tung 1én va tiéng ho reo lai ron ri. Néu ngudi hdm md nghi B ho s& dugc chia phan thi niém hy vong d6 ciing som tiéu tan.
Casey ngira mit Ién noc can ctr nhur ca thang vira roi g phai song ngoai hoang mac. Mot ba sung sudng hét Ién, “Oj, cdu ay lam rugu chy tran xuong
nguc kia. Casey, d¢ t6i liém ruou trén ngyc cau!”

Vi ba ta khoang sau muroi tudi va than hinh tron nhu céi I, chuyén niy hin 1 s& khong xay ra. Cleo do cc s6 dién thoai hru trong méy va thay hoi thes
nghen lai trong ¢ hong khi tén ctia Johnny hién 1én. That 14 1o liéu qua. OK, c6 chi dinh goi cho mdt nguoi ban hoi tham tinh hinh & Norfolk thoi ma.
Hodc ¢6 1& khong chi B thé. Dign thoai cua héin tit miy, chic héin dang & trong bénh vién. Con chura biét ¢6 nén dé lai 1vi nhéin cho héin khong thi c6 bi
sao nhing boi mdt trang ticng la hét khi Casey x¢ rach chiec 4o lua mau do gio bd nguce tranra cho caiba lye tan. Oi trd, the ndy thi ghe qua. Cleo ngit
may; mai c6 thir goi lai véy. Ha kinh ctra s6 xuong, c6 quan sat b?. ta nhiét tinh dura ludi ﬁém b ngure tran nhan nhyi mau ndu nhan tao... chac chan day
12 hanh vi vi pham luat chong khiéu dam hay gi d6. Eo o1, mong rang ga khong moi ba ta vé khach san ctng...

Murdi phit sau Casey lio dao vé xe. Lic dau nhic Cleo khong phai mo cira sau cho minh, g3 tha ngudi vao ghé trude.


http://ebookfull.net

“Ng01 ghé sau toi khong 16i chuyén tir t& voi em dugc. Dindo, ta di thoi, viéc ctia toi & day xong rdi. Nhin ga di khong con chim gia béo | d6 nhay lén
ndp ca pd béy gio.” Ga top mdt ngum tir chai rugu vang d6 Moet thir hai. “Me kiép, my Ay nhur con bach tude, mu &y con ¢b kéo khoa quén jean ciia
t61 xuong.”

“T6i ¢6 thiy. Toi trdng sau lan thir tur hay thir nim gi d6 thi anh s& bao ba ta dimg lai.”

Casey huych c6 mot cai. “Nay, chi vui vé i thoi ma. Toi da khién ho thich thi. C6 chuyén gi ddu, ha?”” Ga ndc thém sam banh khi ¢b vao sb roi khoi via
he. “Co embiet khong? T6i s€ nhd noi ndy. Nhd ca ¢ emnita.”

“Camon anh. Vay tot qua.” Cleo quay sang chi y vao viéc diéu khién chiéc xe trong trung tam thanh phé nhiéu an duong, Mot thoang sau c6 thay it
Casey khép lai va miéng gi ha ra. Tuyét, hy vong Ia g khdng ngay nhu kéo be trén ca quang duong vé khach san.

Khong lu sau Bristol da ¢ tit sau ho. Cleo lai xe con Casey ngu, dAu gil ngoeo sang mot bén vai, chai ruou voi nira duge 6m trén tay nhur em bé. Chi
con nam cay nita 1a dén khach san thi g8 giat minh tinh day néi, “Con em thi sao?”’

“Con t6i lam sao co?”

“C6 nho t6i khong, bé yéu?”’

Oi trdi oi. C6 lich sy n6i 16n,” Tt nhién [ t6i s& nhé 1oL

“Ha, biét ma!” Ga dap tay vao diii. “Nghi khac vé t6i r6i phai khong? Khong mudn mat co hdi véi Casey Kruger. Dimg xe lai di bé yéu.”
“Nghe ndy, chi nam phtt nita i ching ta vé t6i khach san rdi..”

“Khong, khong, khong khong! Thoi ma bé yéu, db lai di, am vay vi toi di, nhé?”

G say bi ti. Cleo khong hé c6 ¥ dinh di cham lai. “Chiing ta tiép tuc di nhé, ri..”

“Bé yéu, thoi no, dimg céi xe quai quy nay lai NGAY!” Ga n6i rdi dot ngdt lao sang chop tay lai, giat khoi tay ¢6. Cai xe dao manh sang trai 6 doan

con duong lang hep ngoat phai. Nhur trong canh quay chim, bén tai la giong Casey hét Ién “Chet me i 161", Cleo dap phanh qua mudn nén céi xe xuyén
qua hang rao tr6i di theo da nghiéng khi n6 lao xudng con doc dumng bén trai.

Gidng nhur bi mic ket bat déc di trén mot cai du quay dang so nhét thé gioi. Bi ht sang trai rdi phai r6i chong nguoc, Cleo tha mic cho ngudi roi tir do.
C6 phai co s& chét thé nay khong? Moi ngudi co d6 16i cho ¢d vi tai nan khong? Fan cua Casey Kruger c6 gy i trong dam tang cua ¢6 va chiri béi ¢6
khong? Oi khong, toi nghle;p chi Abbie, chi da phai ch;q dung qua da 1Ol Con Ash thi sa0? Céu c6 vat va dau khd khong? Chét tiét, va thé c6 nghia 1a
¢0 s& khong bao gio bict duge Johnny & trén giwong the nao a? Thit 1a bat cong, tai sao c6 khong... o, cho da, dung lai roi...

Dumng lai...

RAi dirng han.

Tir tir, Cleo md mit. C6 con sdng khong hay c6 chi nghii 1 minh vin con séng, giong nhu nhén vat ctia Patrich Swayze trong phim Hon nma 4y?

rrrrr
...........

OK, néu ca hai cung chét rdi, diéu ndy c6 nghia 14 ¢6 bi ctim véi Casey vinh vién. Thé thi that la qua suc chiu dung, bi mic ket v6i mdt con ma khé chiu
nhit.

Khong, hai ngudi van con song. Cleo cau nhau, “Anh ¢6 sao khong?”

“Hoi gi ma ngu thé? C6 lam cai gi thé nay?”

Céi gi? C6 lam céi gi 4? “Chinh anh chop Hy tay 14i ma,” Cleo nhéc cho gi nhd lai.

“Céi gi? Khong, t6i khong lam thé!” Casey gian dit. “Chinh 1 ¢6.”

OK, khong phai lic tranh cai. Hai ngroi dang mic ket & mot noi tdi den, chéng nguroc 1én troi trong chiée xe d6 nat trén mdt con déc dimg cdy cbiram
rap. Cleo thiy méu ro xubng mit. Nhimg manh kinh chin gi6 v& vun ban quanh ngudi cd. C6 ¢d dau dén. Ca chan ciing vay. Hong trai dau théu troi. Oi
troi, nghiém trong déy. Phia bén tai xé van thit day an toan. Ai ma biét liéu binh xing ¢ bdc chay khong, Tay phai md mém tim tay nim cira, c6 khong
md dugc ctra ra.

“Nghe ndy,” Casey phan nan, “ching c6 gi khoi hai ca, nhung co dimg c6 dia nita duoc khong? Pua t6i vé khach san ngay di, nhé?”

“Ta can goi xe ctru throng” Cleo ¢6 nhd ra xem dién thoai ctia ¢6 & dau.

“Puge thdi, bao ho dén nhanh Ién. Toi phai vé trude khi ngudi ta dong cira quay ruou.. céi chai nay bi im sao thé nay? Hét ruou roi.”



Ngon tay ¢6 run ray voi lay dién thoai. Thiéu chit nita thi nd tudt khoi tay ¢d va gay ¢6 rimran o king vi néu c6 lam roi thi ho s& ket hin lai ddy. Xong,
duoc rdi, gidr ¢d chi viée bam chin chin chin...

“Cleo? Chao cau, cau khoé khong?”
Caig?

BAi rdi va choang vang, Cleo khong hiéu tai sao c6 lai nghe thiy giong Johnny. Hén dang lam viéc trong tong dai ctia dich vu cap ciru 4?2 Cho d3, khong,
¢6 da goi cho ho dau. C6 mudn mang nhdn ra i minh vira goi lai sb da goi trude d6 khi vo ly dién thoai.

“Cleo a? Cau con ¢ d6 khong?”

L& trao Ién nit ¢6 vi giong hén nghe tht gan, trong khi thyc ra hin dang cach d6 hon ba tram cay s0. ‘U td day... Johnny, bon t& vira bi tai nan... bon
¢ bi ket trong xe va ¢d & dau qua... T cn goi xe ciru thong nhung pin dién thoai t6 sip hét roi...

Héin khong chén chir hay bo phi mdt gidy. “Dé t& goi ho cho. Cau dang & dau?”

“Pudng Pennywell, xe bi trit banh & chd cua ddi dién Parson’s Barn... Casey ciing dang & ddy... T so khong ddm dong day va bon t bi méc ket...”
“Bao ho nhanh me nd €n,” Casey cau. “To6i khong mudn nhd An £0i ruQu cubi dau.”

“Dugc 1di, 16 s& goi 999. T& clip méy day,” Johnny thu xép. “Va dimg lo Fing qua, OK? Moi chuyén s& 6n thoi.”

Hién ctip may. Cleo nhéim mit lai. Ho chi con biét doi thoi. Casey lim bam bén canh ¢6. Chét tiét, w6t hét rdi”

“Khong sao dau.”

Trong béng t6i, ¢d nghe g dich chuyén trén ghé. “Lanh hét ca rdi...”

“Anh im d6 sdm banh Ién quin 42”

Lai x€ dich, theo sau la tiéng eo khi Casey chép miéng. o lo, g ndi, “Phai réi, 13 ruou Moet.”

Mot giot mau troi chay qua tan Cleo xubng tai. Cam giac that khing khiép nhung c6 khong thé xoay ¢d dé ngung n6 lai duge. Co ca manh kinh v trén
toc co. Pau do gan day co tieng ci kéu. Co bat dau run Ién lo sg. Con bao launita xe ctru thuong méi t6i?

Khéng lau lim, cam on troi. Chi trong vai phit, ho nghe thay tiéng xe lao voi trén duong, cang lic cang gan Khong c6 tiéng coi ha. C6 1€ vikhong co
nhiéu xe trén duong nén ho khong ding coi. Cleo nghe tiéng xe ciru thirong dimg lai, 16 tiéng sap cira va tiéng chan hdi ha chay vé phia xe minh.

C5 lai mo mit thi thdy Johnny, 16 rang i c6 khong thé ndo bi do gidc dugc.
“Ding ltc ddy,” Casey liu nhiv. “Pua chiing t6i ra di. Cau c6 whisky khong?”
“Johnny 4?” C6 goi tén hén. “La cau diy 4?”

“Céu khong sao dau. Dimg b cir dong” Cudi ciing hén ciiing xoay x¢ md dugc canh cira bi ket. Quy xudng canh Cleo, hin vubt toc khoi it co.
“Chén cau c6 cam giac gi khong?”

C6 kho khan cir dong tirmg chan mot. “C6 cam giac. Lam sao cdu dén day duoc?”
“T6 vira quay lai DOi Channings chiéu tdi nay.”

“Con ¢0 cua cau?”’

“Barbara mit dém qua rdi,” Johnny noi.

“Oi khong, t¢ rit tiéc.” Cleo ¢ ging lic dau rdi lién cau mit dau dén.

“Yén ndo. Xe ciru throng s& t6i day bat ctr lic ndo. Khong thé tin duoc B t6 con dén trude ho.” Johnny vudt tay ¢d. “Co diéu k t6 chi cach day c6 nam
cdy thoi. Ma t¢ lao nhu thang dién.”

Su xut hién ctia hén 1am c6 thiy dugc an ti. “Té mimg 1 cau dén day.” Mot giot nurdc it kin xubng tir mét phai ctia Cleo va ¢6 thiy héin lau di. “Con
ba ¢6 kia cta cau?”’

“C6 Clarice 4? Ciing 6n thoi. C6 4y quay lai nha dudng ko roi.”

“Con lon bia ndo khong? Khong diia dau,” Casey phan nan, “nhung cir phai chd thé nay Bm toi phat dién lén duoc.”



Johnny ghi chét vai trin an Cleo. Tir déing xa ho nghe thiy tiéng coi hii - cudi cling ngudi ta ciing dimg dén n6. Hén & bén canh ¢6, nhe nhan g timg
mieng kinh v ra khoi toc ¢, cho téi khi ¢d clru trg t6i gdm hai canh st va hai doi ctiru thurong,

Trong khi ngudi ta kiém tra cho ¢6, y ta ctru thurong hoi c6 mdt s6 cau hoi. Khi ho biét noi c6 sdng, ngudi Ién tudi hon khé cudi noi, “A rdi, t6i biét Doi
Channings. Trudc c6 mdt khach hang thuong xuyén & d6. Jean, 1a tén 6 ay. Nghién rugu! Toi nghi ¢d ta con co sO clia ching t6i trén phim goi tat ay.
Cu hay lo 4u nhu vy day.” Trong khi do huy€t 4p cho Cleo, 6ng ta dua duia n6i thém, “Chac ¢6 cling biét ¢6 ta. Toi dang ¢d nhé ho ctia ¢6 ay.”

Cam giac xAu hd ¢6 bao gid tan bién duge khong? Cleo nhin 6ng ta n6i, “P6 1 di t6i.”

“01, xin 16i ¢4.” Trong khoanh khic kho xtr sau do, Cleo thay ong ta hit su, ghi chép lrong cdn. Roi ng ta néi vé binh thurong, “U, gior ¢6 ndi ti moi
thiy 6 ding 13 gidng di co thit. Thé con b thé ndo? C6 udng ti ruou bia no i nay khong?”

“Khong.”

“Ha, dimg tin ¢6 ta,” Casey noi. “C ta vira noc vodka ca tdi nay ddy, do buong tha.”

Vién y t ctru thuong thir hai nhirdng méy noi coc 1be, “Vay con quy ngai ddy thi sao?”

Casey vung tay Ién troi. “Khong udng gi hét, anh ban. Hoan toan bai ruou, t6i y. Khong bao gio dung t6i mdt giot rurou ndo.”
P4 sira boi Yén My I 19.11.2013, 1824.

Ban dang doc truyén Minh Thir Yéu Nhé, Cleo? dugc tii mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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“Biét n6i thé nao nhi?”” Ash néi. “Trong cau khé hon ddy.”

“Camon.” Cleo déng ra s& tra miéng cau d6, nhung c6 biét anh n6i that. Thémnita, c6 cn ai d6 dua ¢ tir vién vé nha.

“Thé con théng cha kia thi sao? Cau c6 dinh kién gi ra toa cho chét khong?”

Hum, do 1a mot cau hdi kho. Co6 da duge quan ly, dai dién va ludt su cua Casey Kruger toi thim. Casey, thit tai tinh 13 khong h bi thurong, chbi day
day rang khong gy ra vu tai nan nay. Theo nhur 10i khai ctia g, m6t con nai nhay ra ngay trude xe nén Cleo, vi qua so hai, da di chéch ra khoi duong.
Neéu c6 khong dong y voi ban 1oi khai nhur vay, g3 s& phai bude t0i ¢6 lai xe nguy hi€ém Hinh anh ctia Henleaze Limos s& rat dang so, va c6 nguy co hiu
qua s€ cuc ky khing khiép.

Hoic ho s& khong 1am gi lién quan t6i toa 4n va gii s& tra tién cho cai xe hong ning,

May mi khéng phéi chiéc Bentley Continental.

“Phtrc tap lim” Graham Cau kinh méi dy da tham khao 16i khuyén ctia vt sur vé chuyén ndy. Tur nhich ra khoi girong, Cleo kéu Ién, “Oi, 04i.”

Ash léc dAu. “Chu loc ndo ciing phai hon t& mdt budc ding khong? Chi vi t& bi dau lung nén cau da ¢b tinh dAm xe va nhép vién. DA ai bdo cau la dua
hay bat chude va thich chia y chua?”’

Cleo cAm canh tay cau. “Puoc rdi, nhung bay gio cau da roi. Gitp t6 ra xe di.””
“Mién 12 moi ngudi khong nhin thiy canh niy ma nghi t6 véi cau . mdt doi.”” Ash nhe ring cudi ndi, “T6 ¢6 chudn ciia td, cau hiéu khong?”

Pién  xong don xuat vién, c6 ra vé. Cleo blet minh may nin; dit co tray xude tham tim nhung khong bi thuong nghiém trong. Phim chup X-quang khong
c6 van dé gi. Mat c6 bi rach vai chd con cd thi bi trat ning, nhung thé 1 con may ddy. Va béc sida bao c¢d chi phai deo nep ¢d mot tuin thoi.

Mot ¢6 y t xinh dep, ma hong mit long lanh, chay nhanh v& phia ho, “O, anh chi dinh di rdi ? Chi ¢ khach thim nita nay!””

Graham Cau kinh? Casey Kruger? Vai vi luat su nita? Cimg nhic xoay c6 nhin ra canh cira d6i din vao phong bénh, tim Cleo dap thinh thich ron rd nhur
gan day, khi c6 nhin thay Johnny LaVenture.

“Tai sao c6 ta lai d6 mit?” Ash lim bam. “Anh ta vira dia véi c6 ta trong til quin 4o 42"

Ash khong thir ghét gi Johnny, nhung anh hudng ctia Johnny t6i dan ba - OK, t6i Fia - khién anh khong thé tha thir cho hin dugc.
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“Chao,” Johnny cudi nhe khi ho lai gin hin. “Vay 1 ho dudi cau vé a?”

Gét dau ciing dau. Va nhér céi nep cb mém cao ngheu ma c6 18 by gid ¢d con ¢6 hai cim trong rét xdu xi. Co nghi néu bay gio khong phai la Ash dang
quang tay 6m b vé s& hitu thi Johnny da c6 thé chao c6 bang mdt cai hon. Cleo ndi, “Té én rdi. Cam on, cau biét ddy, vé démhom do.”

“C6 gi dau. T mirg vi da dén gitp droc.” Han liéc Ash. “Néu anh mudn t6i c6 thé dura c6 Ay vé nha. Néu anh ban...?”

Puoc dima, duoc di ma!

“Khong sao dau, t6i dén don c6 dy ma.” Tay Ash 6m chat co. “Dé toi dua cd dy vé.”

Johnny chdm cham gat dau. “OK,, hen gip ciu sau nhé. Ti nay t& s& én London, 1di quay vé& Norfolk chuén bj cho ddmma ctia ¢6 Barbara.”

“Vay camon cau lin nita nhé. Vi tit ca moi thir.” Lan ndy Cleo g5 minh khoi vong tay ctia Ash va vuron ra trude thom vao ma Johnny. Thom con dau
hon ca gat dau, nhung mii nude sau cao rau va bo ma am cua hin khién cho viée d6 hoan toan xirg dang, Con nita, qua khoé mit c6 ¢6 thé nhanra vé
ghen ti trén nét mat co y ta xinh dep.

“Cau co thé camon t6 nita néu cau mudn,” Ash n6i trén duong vé nha.

“Camon vé céi gi?”

“Caumudn vé ciing anh ta ding khong? Ma lam thé thi dwoc cai gi kia chir? Cu c6 tinh cam véi Johnny LaVenture. Thiam chi biét dau anh ta ciing ¢ gi
d6 voi cau, cir nhin anh ta chura ¢é co hdi tich t€n cau vao danh sach nhitng viéc can lam cuia anh ta thi bit.” Ash khi can c6 thé trd nén rat thing thirng,
“Nhung thir nghi ma xem, tinh trang céu lc nay thi lim duoc gira hon. Ma lai con xo xdc kinh Ién dugce. Nén cir ké anh ta di, t¢ chi ndi the thoi. Néu
cau thyre sy muon minh thanh tro cuoi thi # nhat cling chd dén khi minh kha hon da.”

Khi l4i xe qua Winterbourne, Cleo kéo rém che ning xudng soi minh trong c4i gwong bé xiu. Toc tai bii xi, mit xudc xat, va mdt céi nep cd bang nhira
déo va bot bién to ding. Ashcé ly.

Anh nhin ¢6 rdi t6t bung ndi thém, “Tréng cau ctr nhur vira bi nic ket trong méy thAi rau dy.”
“Camon.” Ta luon c6 thé dua vao ban bé dé duoc nAng do tinh thin. Dé tra diia anh, ¢6 n6i. “Thé chuyén giita ciu véi Fia thé nao rdi?”
“Té bao nhé,” Ash tiép tuc nhin thing con durdng phia trde. “Cau dimg hoi t& nhitng cau ac . To s& khong dimg xe bat cau di bo vé.”

Fia khong thé tin dugc ¢ ira 6 mdt khodng thoi gian tuyét voi. Ai ma bict duge di théim viron tha 6 thé vui dén vay? Nhung ding thé, va o chinh |
nguoinéura y tudng d6! Khi c6 moi Ash di cting voi ¢, anh rat ngac nhién. Nhung roi anh bao dugc va d6 1a khoi dau cho mt ngay tuyét voi hét sdy.

“Pi dau tiép bay gio? Péo gorilla nhé!” Cam tay anh, c6 chay qua dam co ngin cach gitta chudng sur tir v chudng khi. “T6i mubn xem méy chii gorilla

con...

“Khong, khong, chim canh cut trude.”” Ash kéo ¢d di theo hudng khac. “Murdi phit nita ho s& cho chiing an. C6 da cho chim canh cut an bao gio
chua?”

“Khong dwoc dau.” Fia da nhin thiy bién cAm. “Ngudi sin séc ching moi duoc cho an thoi.”

“A, nhung trude t6i da timg lim & day. C6 khong biét 42" Anh hat soi toc to khoi it rdi nhay mét véi co. “Ngiia 1 ta s& cho an duge.”

Va that kho tin 1 ho da mnhu viy. Coibo gidy tat, c6 va Ash bi bdm chan tran dudi chd nude ndng, cho chim canh cut &n c4 song va quan sat ching
lan ngup dudi nude. Dam khach xem so thit ghen ti quan st tir bén ngoai hang rao, vira cuoi vira vo tay voi nhiing tro he cua Ash khi giao luu véi I
chim canh cyt. Cuoi cliing, ¢ néi, “Hom nay anh rat khac! Toi rat thich anh the nay!”

Va Ash tra 104, “Nhung lic nao ti cling thé nay. Chi 1 ¢6 chira bao gid nhén ra thoi.” Rdi anh nam tay c6 kéo dén chd d4 ngim noi soi da c6 thé roi
xubng va nude siu anh kén trong néing, “Pi ndo, ching ta cling boi dil”

Pém dong ha hdc miéng khi ca hai cing gio tay 1én lao minh xuéng nurde nhur ca heo. Mot thoang trude khi cham t6i miit nude, Fia tinh day.

O, chuyén nay thét la ling, C6 nhin chéim chiim én trén phong ngi tw hoi dicu gi d gy ra gide mo nay. C6 vira xem mdt phong sur v& dong vt hoang da
trén ti vi t0i qua, nhung churong trinh d6 1a vé chon meerkat. Va hom qua c6 ¢ di siéu thi nhung khong hé ghé qua quay ca tuoi...

Cho da, phai roi. Toi qua trong quan ruou khi c6 mang d6 anra, Ash va Frank dang ngdi tranh cai say swra vé& nhimng vi ngon khéc nhau ctia banh
Wagon Wheels, Jaffa va, ding r6i, P-p-penguins.

Mo mong la thé dAy. Thét ky la. Ma troi dat, gidc mo nay nhu that vay. Ma n6 khong bi nhoa di nhu nhitng gidc mo khéc. Tét ca cac chi tiét déu rat sinh
dong va nguyén ven.

Ngay dén chuyén nghi t6i Ash ciing lam c6 théy hoi budn curoi. Trong mo anh thit tuyét voi, va co sur Kkét ndi rit tuyét gitra hai nguoi, cir nhu ho da 1a ban



than lAu ndm vay. Trén thyc té thi con hon ca hai nguoi ban than...

Trd ngudi trén girdng, Fia tt chudng bao thire, md dai Ién vin qua cac kénh cho t6i khi do diwoc BWR. Churong trinh ciia Ash bt dau tir bay gior phai
khong nhi?

“... vao vi tri nhdy bong ndo. Trén bong mau camta c6 Pete Gay, va trén bong mau luc ddmnam tinh... grir... ta ¢d Bruce Xi Béo véi ung di xe ndy.
'9,

Puoc 1di, hai vong quanh phong thu ndo, khong dugc x6 ddy, ba hai mot... nhay!
Troi dat, that la khi nghe giong anh ngay sau khi ho vira cing nhau cho chim canh cut an. Nhung nghe giong Ash trén dai van vui vé thoai mai nhur trong
so thi. Ma thoi, cling dén gior day roi. Ty 16i minh ra khoi giwdng, Fia loang choang vao phong tim md voi sen. {t nhét thi ciing 4m hon dong nurée xanh
bang d4 & bé chim canh cut.

Pén bay rudi co ra khoi phong tim chai méi toc wét. Trén dai Ash dang an ti Gay Pete vi anh ta khong danh duoc vinh quang trong cude dua.

“Khé than cau, vé cubi va lai con am gily doi gidy cao got hong nira,”

“Bruce choi xau! Té méi i ngudi thing néu anh ta khong iy dao nhip choc thing qua béng nhéy ciia t6.”

“O khong, thoi ndo, ngudi thua cude uon db 16i cho bong xit. Chép nhan di, Pete, cau thua trong cude dua ndy rdi. Bruce Xi Béo 1 ngudi thing cudc.
Va gio toi e 1a cau s€ phai tra gia...”

Pén lic Fia séy kho toc xong thi Rihanna dang hat bai hat moi nhét ciia ¢6 ta. Khi tiéng nhac két thiic, Ash néi chuyén voi Megan, phét thanh vién giao
thong vé cude hen tdi qua giita c6 va mit tay trdng trong ban nhac dia phuong,

“Cudc hen 6n. Rt 6n.” Kho than Megan, ¢b dang ¢ giir bi mét; that khong thoéi mai gl khi bi tra hoi trong khi cau trai kia c6 thé ciing dang nghe.

“T6i thich im. Thét 1 Fing man,” Ash thdt Ién vui swéng, “Thé ai hon ai? OK, khong phéi tra 1 cau do, hai nguwdi hon nhau. Thé 1 cude hen dién ra thé
1n30? C6 ¢4 the ke chuyén d6. Lam sao ma mdt tay trong toc dai choi nhac thrash metal xam tr6 va x0 10 day minh lai ¢6 thé tinh tir hen giip mdt ¢6 nang
nho xinh dai cac yéu ctin con, day bude toc va banh bong lan phit kem hong lap lanh bén trén?”

Fia mo ngiin kéo d6 16t chon chiée 4o 16t yéu thich mau xanh chim cong va quén cling bo.

“Puogc rdi.” Megan cudi nhung giong thach thirc. “Néu anh mudn biét thi anh 4y khong phéi ngudi moi t6i trude. Toi B ngudi chi dong

“Céi gi?” Ash sbc. “Y ¢6 I ¢6 khi anh ta con khong thich ¢d 42

“Suyt. Toi biét a anh Ay thich toi. T6i nhdn ra dugc cach anh 4y nhin t6i. Nhung t6i da doi va doi méi m anh Ay van khong n6i gi ca. Cudi ciing toi biét
minh phai 14 nguoi chi dong trude.”

“Vay tai sao anh ta lai khong dam?”

“Vianh 4y so ti tir chdi.”

“A, 101 Y ¢6 1a tay trong toc dai xam trd choi thrash metal ki ngudi nhit nhat?”

Megan c6 vé tr hao. “Diing viy. Ma anh biét khong? Téi thich diéu d6 & dan 6ng, D6 13 mdt phdm chit rét hap dan. Anh thi khong hé nhur vay.”
“Ha, diém do thi c6 nhim rdi,” Ash bat lai. “T6i khong hé tu tin. Trong sau thédm, t6i nhit nhat Bm.”

Tét ca moi ngudi trong phong thu déu curoi. Megan n6i, “Phéi rdi, anh chi nhit nhat nhur Russel Brand[ 1] théi.”

[1] Dién vién hai, nguoi dan chuong trinh, ca si ngudi Anh, ndi tiéng vi cach n6i chuyén ci mo vé tinh duc.

“Toi ¢6 thé nhit nhat. Do lic thdi.”” Anh dimg lai, va trong thoéng choc Fia gan nh tin anh. Roi anh tiép tuc that nhip nhang, “Vay ¢6 ¢6 mubn hen véi
mot nguoi dan 6ng dich thire khong? Toi mai ¢6 dinh lam gi?”

Ho tiép tuc tréu dia nhau trong khi Fia méc 516 lam bép miu tring vao. Megan phan phao ring tay tréng ban trai moi cta ¢0 co thé khong thich ¢6 hen
gap nguoi khac r6i Ash bao rang c6 that ngde khi virt bo co'hi lon do, rang c6 khong biét minh da bo 16 cai gi dau. Roi khan gia nit bat dau nhén tin v
chuong trinh, thiét tha mudn minh trd thanh ngudi thay the va cau xin c6 dugc mit cudc hen voi Ash.

“Pugc r6i, miy ban gii binh tinh lai no,” anh dan xép. “Toi chi c6 mdt cor thé thoi, cAc ban bict ddy, va céi kg cta toi vén con dau. Oi trdi, va gio ta lai
¢6 thém mdt tin nhan nita cta Keira Knightley. Keira yéu meén oi, t6i con phai n6i bao nhi€u lan nita? C6 khong phai ki€u con gai t6i thich. Ngung lai di,
tlr bo di. Timnguoi khac di.”

Megan n6i, “Vay anh thuc sy thich ai?”

“A, mdt quy ong s& khong bao gior ké chuyén ndy. Hon nita, anh ta chéic chin khong ng(‘)c'dén ndi ké chuyén nay cho ¢6 dau. C6 ai d6 c6 thé khién tim
t01 dép nhanh hon,” giong Ash tinh nghich, “nhung d6 1a chuyén ctia t6i, khong lién quan dén c6.”



“O 6! Pete Gay phu hoa. “C6 phai t6i khong?”
Ban dang doc truyén Minh Thur Yéu Nhé, Cleo? dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Tir trén sofa ngoai phong khéch, Cleo nghe tiéng dia duoc 16i tir ti bép ra xép lai theo thir tir kich ¢&. Hay 1 theo mau séc va hoa vin. Bi sép xép theo
mot cach ndo d6. Vi rat nhidu tiéng xing xoang xing xéng. Ma c6 vé nhur con lau moi két thuc.

Piéu dau khé 14 chi ¢6 khong biét Am gi vi tay ctia minh. D& im minh ban ron Abbie da khoi dong cong cude quét don theo nhitng cich mi cin nha
nay chua hé dugc biet toi.

M6t mit thi nhur vAy rat t6t, nhung mit khéc ciing rét kho chiu. Boi néu Cleo phai ra ngoai im viée, con gi vui hon khi cudi ngiy vé nha thiy nha minh
sach nhu lau nhu i, sang bong va cuc ky gon gang?

Nhung ¢6 diéu a ¢6 dau ¢6 di kim ding khong? C6 chinh thitc dang trong thoi ky hi phyc. Ma nim trén sofa nghe di thir tiéng dong dién khing khéc &
trong nha thi cha hay ho gi cho cam. Vi Abbie tru6e d6 bi viée la hrot ctia Georgia giy kho chiu nay dén hrot ¢6 phai lam cho Cleo kho chiu. Cleo da
mod tiéng ti vi to 1én ba Jan nhung van khong thé nghe thiy gi

“Chi Abbie? Abbie 0i.”

“Céi gi c0?” Chi ¢6 xuét hién trén ngudng cira. “Em thich mon trimg chung khong? Hay 1a xip? Hay mt cdc tra?”

“Khong, camon chi. Sao chi khong vao day, ngdi xudng thur gin modt chit?” Cleo vo vao céi gdi twa trén sofa vé khuyén khich. “Di ma, dén churong
trinh Vua dau bép roi.”

Abbie ic diu. “Khdng sao, chi dang lau don ti bép cta em. Ri chi s& kiém tra hét db an. C6 mot hop mit duong da sau nim tudi rdil”
“Em khong thich mét duong,”

“Vay sao em khong it nd di?”

Vinéu it cai gi di, éo le thay chi trong vong hai tuln sau ta s& rat can thir d6. Cleo n6i, “Lic ndo d6 n6 s& ¢6 ich.”

“Néu emném vao ngudi ndo do, ¢6 18 thé, néu em mudn ha gue ngudi ta.”

Cleo ghét phai thiy chi minh khong hanh phtic. “Nghe ny, sao chi khong dé em noi chuyén mdt lan nita véi Tom? Xemta co thé giai quyét duoc chuyén
nay khong?”’

“Chi da ¢b roi. Em ciing da ¢6 roi. Nhung khong duoc gi hét.” Abbie lc dau. “Anh dy ghét chi va anh 4y s& khong thay doi quyét dinh dau.”

Qui tinh thi diing | nhur vay. N lc han gin lan trude ctia Cleo chi nhu nue d6 1 khoai. Tom khong thé tha thir cho Abbie vinhing viée ¢6 thi nhin
la d3 Iam Viée ¢d chua thyc sy ngu véi Des don gian 1a khong du thuyét phuc.

Abbie quay di mit hiit vao bép. Vai gidy sau tiéng bt dia lanh canh, lch cach, xing xoang lai vang Ién. Rt c6 thé I tiéng dong s& con kéo dai dén tan
nira dém

Nhic dién thoai én - cai dién thoai tri ky, 4n nhan ctia doi ¢d - Cleo goi mdt s6. Khi dau kia tra 1i, ¢6 thi thAm, “Ciru to!”
skeskesk

Téi bay rudi, nho ba ly ruou, Cleo bt dau cam thiy lang ling d& chiu. Mot vai nguoi van con nhin ¢6 1a la nhung c6 khong thiy phién nira. Trong quén
Hollybush nay, c¢6 dang ¢ giita nhitng nguoi ban. Va 6 bict trong minh that kinh khing, nhung do6 1a vi tai nan 6 t6; vét thuong, sau ba ngay, dang dan
lanh lai. Nhitng vét xude xat thdm tim trén miét co trong co vé kho coi nhung it nhat chiing chi ¢ ngoai da thoi. Chi mdt tuan nita la chiing s€ bien nmt.
Gid nhur ¢6 ¢6 thé n6i nhur viy vé chi géi minh.

C6 tho dai, “Rdi chuyén gi s& xay ra? Bao gidr moi két thuc day?”

Ash 161, “Cau dang n6i vé thé giéi a?”
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Cleo thyi anh mjt cd. “T6 dang néi vé Abbie. Nguoi cing nhi v6i t6. Chi c6 diéu bay gio chi 4y chang bao g0 chiu ngdi xubng, chi Ay ctr sudt ngiy lau
don. Va ndi cau voi t& ve nhitng chuyén vun vt vi ca thang roi t& da khong lau noc ti quan o hay phii bui dang sau ti vi.”

“Khinao chi éy don xong nha cu thi bao chi éy qua don nha cho t& véi.”

“Chi 4y c¢6 thé chuyén héin vé nha cau & néu cu mubn.” Cleo ngira du dua vao thanh ghé. “Oi trdi, t6 that dang xAu hd. Chi dy 1 chi t& va to rét yéu chi
ay, nhung t¢ thue sy khong muon chi y song véi t& cho tdi khi té bon muroi tudi.”

“Aibao cau la chi éy sé thich séng voi cau?”

“Ai ma khong chir? Té tuyét dep va khong ai cudng lai duoc.” Lic noi cau do, bung ¢ soi ting uc.

Ash véi lay thire don. “Va d6i nira ha?”

“Gior cau n6i,” Cleo néi, “t6 moi thiy ddy.”

Fia némném lan cudi mon thit hﬁm,cho Ash va m6n khoai tdy nuréng cay cho Cleo, sang sang bé ra khoi bép. That kho tin, gidc mo dém qua van song
dong trong dau c6. C6 nghe cho hét chirong trinh sing nay cta Ash, gio 6 da hicu tai sao chuong trinh do lai duoc nhiéu ngudi wa thich dén vy. Trong
phong thu, anh da tao ra duoc mot the giéi nho ma trong d6 khan gia déu uée ao dugc ¢ trong do. Moi ngudi déu tham gia va ca hai bén déu dua vui
Ash sac sdo nhur dao cao va cuc ky hai hurde, va ¢ the ndi Iéch han nhing théi nghi thong thiong khi cao hirng. RS rang anh dugc rat nhicu fan yéu
chudng.

Tuy nhién khi anh va Cleo goi mon &n hai muoi phut trude day, anh gan nhur chang thém nhin néit ¢6. C6 van cam thiy nhu, trurde mit anh, ¢ da vo tinh
1n6i hé mt cau ngd ngan ndo d6. C6 dinh ké cho anh nghe vé gidc mo, nhung khong dii can dam dé noi ra.

Nhung chuyén ndy that ky cyc. Cét nho chit mii tdy 1 théing réic én mon thit him, Fia dé dia &n Ién khay. Néu co da im gi khién Ash byc minh thi anh
phéi ndi cho c6 biét chir. C6 biet duong nao ma doan.

“Mén 3n ctia anh chi ddy,” ¢6 vui vé néi khi dit dia xudng trurde mit hai ngudi. “Mot thit him, mot khoai tay mréng.”

Ham ctia Ash cing lai. “Camon.”

“Ngon qua!” Mé khin an ra, Cleo néi, “Day diing I thir t¢ dang can.”

OK, khong chip viéc Ash khong thém ngang Ién, Fia ni, “Dém qua t6i mo mdt gidc mo rét la. Ma biét khong, trong gidc mo d6 co...”

“Toi 42 Oi khong, t6i lai tran nhu nhong 4?7 Cleo nhén mit. “Toi ludn mo 1 t6i dang & bén ngoai noi ndo d6 va quén khong méic quén 4o.”

“Khong phai chi, 1a Ash co.”

“C6 mo vé Ash 42 Ha, cu ta ¢ tran trudng khong?”

“Khong. Bon t6i ¢ s¢ th, cho chim canh cut an.”

“O, cha, nghe ling man qua.”

Khi thiy c6 nhéic t6i sy xuéit hign cia minh trong mo, véi Ash ctmg lai thy 1. Gics anh lia méit nhin Cleo vé hoang hot pha in lo fing. Fia vi noi, “O
khong, khong ling man dau! Khong hé. Anh ay ru t6i lin xubng ho nuée lanh gid voi anh dy... ma con c6 mii ca song tanh tanh véi ca I hai cau truon 1
xung quanh nita chir... eo oi, kinh khing lam.”’

“Nghe ¢6 vé giong that day.” Ash cam su dia vao 1p khoai tay thai lat trong mon thit ham; xuat hién trong gidc mo clia ngudi khéc 16 rang khong phai
diéu anh thich.

Trong Ash nhur mong c6 dé cho ho dugce yén. Anh n6i binh thén, “Toi ciing viy.”
“Ching ta déu thich David Tenmant hon!” Cleo xen vao dé phé v sur im king kho x.

Théy khong? C6 lai thé rOL Ash c6 chuyén gi vdi ¢6 thé nhi? Fia dinh buong loi hoi, nhung quan dang dong va gay chuyén loc nay thi khing khiép qua.
Vay nén cd do birng mit rdi ciing néi binh than, “Chiic anh chi ngon miéng,” rdi quay gt vao bép.

Khi c6 dikhéi, Cleo noi, “Cau ding 1a himti d9.”
“Cauimdi.”

“Cau lai cu xt ky cuc déy.”



“Thoi di, t6 biét rdi, dugc chua?”

“Tai sao cau khong dé t& ndi nho vai cau voi...”

“Dumg ¢ am nhur viy. Khong duoc.” Ash kich liét e du. “Néu lam thé cau s& phai chét kinh hoang déy.”
“Nhung,..”

“Caunoila gidc mo ctia c6 dy nghe ling man va co ay hoang hét. T& thiy nét mit ¢d Ay r01. Cb 4y chura bao giov thay kinh tom dén thé. Tuan trude co
4y nhin thy Georgia xoa bop cho t6 con tuin ndy cd 4y mo thiy t& boi cling mbt fi hai cdu béo niic nich. Nén cir dé ké vay, duoc khong?”

“Puge. Thé ctt cho t4...”

Anh IEn giong, “Khong, khong, khong dugce.”

“Chil...”

“Cleo, KHONG BUOC.”

“Chi thir mdt miéng thit ham thoi,” Cleo bat ndi, “xemné thé nao.”
Ash thé dai. “Thir di. Cau dung B ac mong.”

“Oi, cho em thir mdt miéng duoc khong?” Georgia vira vao. Nhay t6i chd hai ngudi dang ngdi, con bé gidt cai dia trén tay Ash tur xtic mdt miéng day
mbdm “Um, ngon qua. Con anh thé ndo r6i?”

“Muon an not phan thit ham con lai ctia minh,” Ash noi.
“Lung anh thé nao r6i?”
“Do honroi.”

“Théy khong? Chinh a nhr em ca dy! Em da noi voi anh B emrt tuyét m.” Con bé vy tay trude mit anh. “DAy i nhitng ngon tay ky diéu. Néuanh
muon em lam cho anh lan nita thi cir no1.”

Cleo nhin Tom hy vong, anh vira vao ctng Georgia. C6 thé anh mudn noi chuyén. BE dap lai, anh e dau 6, “Anh khong mubn noi chuyén vé Abbie.
Anh chi dinh dén lam mdt ly trong yén tinh thoi.”

“Khong yén tinh duoc dau,” Georgia cyr nyr. “Con khong ngdi té nhat mot goc dau.”
Ash 16i, “hy vong thé thi hoi qua.”

“Anh yéu em that ddy,” niit Georgia long lanh. “Chuong trinh sang nay ctia anh hay im. Em d4 béo tit ca khach hang ctia em nghe churong trinh ciia
aI]l,l. 2

Cleo quan sat voi cam gidc 1an 16n. Georgia 1 dira bé dé thwong va 1 ngudn vui & nhiéu khia canh, nhung su xuét hién ctia con bé trong doi ho da pha
huy nhiéu thir. Con bé van khiing khing n6 khong phai ngudi n6i cho Tom biét vé bi mit ctia Abbie v6i Des, nhung ciing khang dinh 1 anh xtmg dang
duoc biét su that.

“Nghe ndy, em v6i b6 s& dé anh an hét da. Sau d6 anh choi v6i emmot vén doi nhé.” Chi ra phia ban bi-a, Georgia ni tinh nghich. “Nhung chi khi anh
du can dam choi v&i bo con em thoi day.”

“Chdc dé It niva,” Ash n6i. “Néu em hira 1 s& khoc tu tu nhur tré con khi anh dénh bai em” Georgia va Tom di vé phia ban bi-a. Mai quan sat hai nguoi
nén khong d€ y dén do an con trén dia, Cleo lam rét tirong 6t Ién vat do. “Oi troj, tai sao chuyén nay cir xay ra véi t& chir?”

Ash nhuréng may. “Ctr nhur 13 trude d6 cau hoan hao Bmay.”

Cleo biét trong minh ching ra sao, véi nhitng vét trily xudc khip mit va céi nep 6 siéu hip dAn, rdi md téc siéu ban ma vi con tong vé sinh ctia Abbie
nén binh nude ndng chang con giot nao. Oi cha, cling chang sao. Lic cha vét ban trén 4o, o I¢ ludira voi Ash. “May cho t6 1a chi co cau ¢ day.”

Hai muroi phit sau, canh ctra bt mo va Welsh Mac di vao. Nhay Ién mdt ci ghé trude quiy, anh ta ni voi Deborah, “Cho mot vai bia di. Johnny vé
10i, vira nhin thay cau ta xong, Cau ta dang sang day day.”

Johnny vé r6i 22 Pang sang day 42 Cleo ngdi thing ddy, vira vui mirmg vira xau hd. Dy ciing a chuyén hay xay ra vi co.
Quan sat c6 voi chitt sung sudng trén ndi dau khd ctia ngudi khac, Ash im bam, “Té ca I bay gior cdu dang wde gia nhur minh d goi dau.”

C6 nhig ngudi rét ximg dang bi d4.



Du6i I6p khén trai ban, Cleo mo tli Jin md xem ¢ g trong do ¢ thé gitp ¢b gidu cac vét thurong trén mét khong, Chét tiét, khong co kem che khuyét
diém, nhung c6 ¢d mdt hop phan nén nho, ciing con hon 1a khdng c6 gi.

Ma dung, tt nhién ¢6 wéc minh da dun mot Am nurée va chat vat gbi dau trén bon tim, nhung thé thi cd ¢6 im sao chiu ndi.

“T6 vao phong vé sinh mot luc day.”

“C6 mdng méa 42" Gia vo tim trong tii 40, Ash ndi vé ngdy tho, “Mudn muron son ctia t¢ khong?”

“Cau ciing vui tinh ddy.”

“Chét that t& khong mang, Thé mdt cai tii gidy mau ndu dé trim qua déu duoe khong?”

Cleo d4 thémmdt ¢t nita vao chan anh dudi ban. “Thé sao ciu khong n6i véi Fia 1a cau yéééu co ﬁy, cAu mudn hon cd fiy, cAu mubn cudi cd éy?”

Ash budn b ]éc'de‘iu “Thay khong, ciu da c6 co hdi chay di ma ¢ lim cho minh tréng d& s hon. Nhung cau khong lim thé. Con bay gio thi qua mudn
roi. Anh ta da dénrdi”
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Cleo quay ngoét lai khi cira mo. Oi cha, dau phai Johnny chira nhin thdy miy vét trdy xude trén mét ¢b. Voi vang, ¢o lAy khén an lau vét bén trén 4o.
R&i J ohnny xudt hién, nhin thiy hin khién dong adrenaline trong ngudi c0 trao 1én manh mé hon bao gio hét. Oi troi, ¢6 lai cam thay vy roi. Hin mic 40
so mi tring bén 1ng0ai 40 phong miu xanh linh thuy va quéan jean mai Levis. M6 toc den ctia hén rii xudng trén, nhin nghiéng trong hin nhu pho tuong dic
tuyét dep, va hin dang cudi khi nghe ngudi di bén tréi noi.

R&i ngurdi ban lic trude khuét dang bén canh hén xuit hién va sy kich dong hd hoi trong ¢b xep xubng nhur qua béng bi xi hoi. C6 ta khong chi cao, toc
vang va cuc ky quyén rii ma Cleo con biét ¢o ta 14 ai. Nho sy ky diéu cia Internet, cO biét nhiéu hon hin s0 voi nhitng gi cd mubn biét. Boi vi ddy
Honor Donaldson, mdt trong nhirng nhan vat ndi tiéng mé nude Uc da gidi thiéu ra thé giéi. C6 ta i siéu mau cho trang phuc ngoai ¢, nhung cao chua
dAy mot mét tam muroi va khong hé ngoai ¢&r trong doi thurong, Vi nhiing dudng cong ¢ murdi bon goi cam hip dan va n da ndu vang khong i vét, co
ta da vut toa sang trong lang ngudi mau. ROi, khi cac cude phong vén ndi tiép nhau va tinh céch 161 cudn ciia ¢6 ta duoc biét dén, phin con lai ctia thé
gi6i cling cd tinh cam vai ¢6 ta.

Mot chi tiét nho nita vé ¢ ta da khién Cleo chi § khi 6 - 6 thét k déing xAu ho - tim hiéu v& Johnny trén Google. Chuyén I trude khi quay vé Boi
Channing, han véi Honor da cé@ip voi nhau nhi€u thang lien.

Va gids ¢b ta dang & day, am Johnny cudi va cam tay héin. Chura ké 1 trong c6 ta dep ngoai stre tudng tuong,

Khong, khong, khong, chuyén ndy khong thé xay ra duoc.

Bén canh Cleo, Ash nhiin mét n6i, “Co phai cai co gi d6 khong?”

“Phai ddy.” Gia nhur ¢6 ta chi a ¢6 gi d6.

“Oi trdi dAt!” Bo van bi-a, Georgia reo 1én, “Chi la Honor Donaldson phai khong? Em ngudng md chi!”

‘Emyeu, cam onem ]ém' Ma nhin emkla em rét dep"’ Honor Voi khé ndng quyén ru da tror thanh huyén thoai cuo‘i VO’i Georgia nhu thé do ]a loi khen

nghe nhur 1 Nicole Kidrman vay

“Ding lo, anh s& gidi thiéu. Pé anh di ]ay a6 uong da.” Trong mot thoang it Johnny cham n¥it Cleo va ¢6 thiy hén cd ra hiéu gi do... ¢6 troi moi bit...
bang anh mét, trude khi quay budc vé phia qudy ruou.

“Cha,” Ash Am bam

Cleo nhn ra I Fia dang dimg ngay bén canh ¢6 vdi khay dia ban va nét nit dau khd khi nhin thdy Johnny va Honor bén nhau. RS réng ¢ khong phai la
nguoi duy nhat cam thay moi hy vong tiéu tan.

“Fia thi thAm kha khot, “Thét |4 bt cong.”
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ROi Cleo nhdn ra sy thét vong tran tré trong mat Ash, bdi vi anh mudn Fia cam thiy nhu viy vé minh hon bt cir thir gl Va 10 rang 1 c0 s& chéng bao gio
the. Trong mét c6 thi anh chi quyén rii ngang mot cai tii lanh cii gi sét thoi.

Cleo d6ng tui lai vi khong cin dam phén nita. C6 khong biét minh dang thiy tiéc cho ai, cho Ash hay cho chinh minh.

Chi trong vai phit, nhu trong glac mo ta trin nhu nhong, ude gi khong ai nhin thy mrinh, Johnny dura Honor Donaldson t6i gap ¢6 va nhirg ngudi khac.
Nhin gin tréng 6 ta con bong bay, ndu vang va dep ngd ngang hon. C6 ta mic mot bo dd gian di, quan lanh rong mau c4t vang nhat, 4o gi 16 mau kem
va di gidly bat. Toc ¢6 ta vang song sanh con doi mét méu ndu hat dé.

“Oi trdi oi, nhin mét chi kia! Ca & c¢6 nita chir! Kho than chi.” Honor lic dau théng cam. “Chj c6 phéi ngudi bi tai nan xe d6 khong?”

C5 con biét ndi sao day? Cleo git dau. “La t6i day.”

“Anh Johnny ké hét cho em1di. Casey Kruger dting khong?Em gip g3 d6 hai niim trude. Cha, ding 1 mdt thing cha vo dung kho chiu.”

Tim Cleo ching xudng, boi ¢ mudn minh ghét ¢6 ta. Nhung lim sao ¢ thé khong quy mdt nguoi vira ndi ra cau d6? “Ding roi.” Cau do da tom tit
toan by con ngudi Casey.

“Dui sao thi em ciiing mimg duogc gip chi. That tuyét cudi ciing ciing t6i dwoc day sau khi nghe Johnny ké vé noi ndy tir lau lam rdi.” Khi n6i, Honor dya
vao nguc Johnny, nghiéng dau tinh cam vé phia han. “Va ciing that tuyét khi quay lai véi Johnny. Em c4 1a anh ay da lam cho vai ¢d gai & day phai rung
dong ding khong?”

Cleo chét lang, C6 ndi nhe, “0, t6i chéic 1 nhur vay.” Bén canh c6, Ash dang chit vat roi mit khoi khe nguc nhur clia nit than ctia Honor. Puore rdi, gio
c0 biét chac minh cam thay tiéc cho ai hon. Va d6 khong phai a Ash.

Trong phong vé sinh séng 13, Cleo nhin minh trong gurong. Nguc phing, nep. b bang nhya mau be, mdt vét trong ot hép dan trén 40 » phong, khudn mit
dAy nhimg vét xudc dang 1én da non. Pep ddy. Ching dé lam gi nhung ¢6 van Iy hop phén nén nho trong tii ra ¢b che phi nhimg vét khé coi trén mit.

Thire ra thi boi phén Ién trong con t& hon, g ghé, va 15 1 nghiép dur. That 13 v6 vong, vo vong, Ma gid thi con tac dung gi nita co chir?
Ra khoi phong vé sinh, ¢6 va phéi Johnny. Di nhién roi.

“T6 chi dinh n6i xin 181 thoi.” Han budc ¢ phai nhin lai. “May chuyén ndy t& khong hé dinh trrde. Honor tir nhién xuét hién... ma, cau biét rdi, ¢o iy
dang ¢ day...”

Oi troi, cau ndy c6 phai duoc iy ra tr myc B Thét vong Nhe nhang khong? Con budn ndn dang kén ¢6 Cleo. Pung vy, phai khong? Lirong tim m
hén nhot, bude hin phai thi nhan ki gan day hin da dinh thir tao mbi quan h¢ voi cd, nhung moi chuyén gio da khac roi. Ban gii cii cia hén da quay lai
va ¢ ta tinh ¢or lai A mdt trong nhitng phu nit quyén rii nhat thé giéi. Nén vé co ban thi Cleo phai hiéu i néu so sanh... cha, xin 16i, thuc ra khong c6 su
so sanh ndo ca. Khong hé. Chim hét.

Thét may la nhitng y nghi nay ludt qua dAu co chi trong tich tic. Khong hé chim tré ¢6 n6i binh than, “Nao, dau cn phéi xin 16i. Honor rat tuyét, va co
ay rat than thién. Ma ciing dén lic cdu phai tim cho minh mdt ¢ xinh dep ma on dinh di. D sao thi cau ciing khdng con tré nira!”

Thye té thi nghe ciing ¢6 vé thuyét phuc, ngay ca khi chinh ¢6 1a ngudi ndi ra.

“Camon c4u.” Johnny nhin xubng 40 ctia ¢6; hén dang nhin vét tuong 6t hay b ngue phiing dang budn ctia ¢6? “O, chi vay thdi. Té mubn giai thich
thoi.”” Mudn ddi chit dé hén voi vang ndi, “Ma cu thi sao? CH thé nao rdi?”

Tay Cleo 1o én céi dung cu bang nhira ghép c6 dém mém dang do dau ¢ thang trén vai va bude ¢d phai di lai gidng nhur ¢6 khiic gd méc & mong. C6
n6i vui vé, “Khong dén ndi t&.”

Khong nhur tim 6.

‘“Ihe 1 con may d4y.” Trong hdn nhu muén ndi thém gi do, nhung Cleo khong chju ndi. Co sip mat kha nang kiém soat va cach duy nhat a quay lai
qudy ruou trure khi co néi hay im gi md sau ndy phai hi tiéc.

Khi canh ctra dong lai sau ung, 6 thdy Honor dang ban mua thém mot ot db ubng cho moi nguoi. VAy tay, cb ta goi to, “Cleo, chi day rdi! Mot ly
ruQu trang nira nhé?”’

“A, khong camon.”
“0i, thdi ndo, moi ngudi déu udng ma! HE em Iy cho chi mot ly.”

OK, hoi kho tin day. Honor Donaldson, siéu mau ngudi Ue, dang xin duge mua dd ubng cho ¢6. O trong hoan canh khac chic d6 phai a sy kién ni
bat trong ca nam ctia co 101,

Nhung khong phai khi Honor da dic thing doi lai duoc nguoi dan 6ng ma ¢d, Cleo, gAn nhur sép lao vao yéu. Du khong phii hop hay bi d4t dén thé ndo
thi m6i quan h€ d6 13 rang da hinh thanh. Han da chiém dugc tréi tim ¢d va ¢6 1& nd chura hoan toan v& tan, nhung 16 rang da bi ran nut.



“T6i cling mubn Fim,” Cleo ndi, “nhung t6i mét qué roi. Toi phai vé nha day.”

“Co Ay kém lim,” Ash giai thich cho Honor. Thiy khong? Sy hién dién ctia Fia khién anh gin nhur 4 khéu nhung véi Honor, ngudi mi anh chéic chéin
khong yéu thi anh lai hoan toan thoai méi.

“Toi dang dt‘mg,thuf')c giam dau manh nén khong udng chung véi rugu duge.” Vay tay chio moi ngudi, Cleo néi véi Honor, “C6 cir héi Ash xem lic cau
ta thir udng thudc véi rugu thi the nao di.”

Ra khoi quén rrou, ¢6 dimg lai hit dy phoi an khong khi mét lanh. Tt nhét 6 ciing bo di mé vén g lai duoc chit tu trong, Boi vi chi mot vai ly nia thoi
tat ca nhiing thtr d6 s€ dé dang roi b co.

Va 1di s& di t6i dau?
Guc vao mang nuée dé hd ca quan 16t ra, nhur di Jean Ay.

Muoi mt gio muroi lam phit, Frank dang dudi moi ngudi ra khoi quan. Pidu nay 16 1 hay. Ash U ung ho hai tay hai chan vi sang hom sau anh s& phai day
di am e nam gid. Ma t6i nay anh da udng bon... khong, nam.. the ra 1 sau hay bay vai bia rdi.

OK, c6 thé 1a tam nhung chic chin khong nhiéu hon thé.

Tém vai. C6 nghia 1 s& bj dau dau kinh khing va phai don taxi dén phong thu vao sang mai. Oi cha, doi khi ngudi ta cir phéi udng bia Kronenburg cho
ruc ngudi ra roi chiu dung hau qua.

Va t6i nay do6 | Siiéu Ash phai m. Chimg kién phéan img cua Fia voi sy Xudt hién cia Honor Donaldson khién anh nhur bi ca mot xe tai gach tong vao
nguoi Fia my mam vi Johnny. Tay phat thanh vién béo 1 xau xi khong hé duge dé y. Neu c6 lic nao d6 anh thire sy nghi la ¢6 thé lam ¢6 thay doi suy
nghi vé minh, thi anh nén dirng lai ngay lic nay.

D sao thi cing méic ké; ludn c6 bia rrou xoa diu ndi dau. Ma Fia dau phai la con c4 duy nhét ¢ bién ding khong? Con day co gai hip dan khic. A, cu
the 3 c6 mdt nguoi.

“Oi, em lanh quéa.” Khi rdi khoi quan nrou, Georgia gid v run run ric vao ngudi anh. “Rur rir.”

Tom goi con bé lai. “Georgia oi. DI ndo, vé nha thoi.”

“Khong sao dau bd. Ash s& cho con muron dia DVD nén con s& vé cing anh 4y dé iy a.”

“Nhung...”

“Bb 4, con khong sao! Ma con ciing ¢6 chia kho ma.” Georgia gio 1én dé bd n6 nhin thiy. “Hen giip b sau.”
Tom hudng hr, 16 rang rét budn. RSi anh quay di budc mdt minh vao bong toi.

Ash nhan mat. “DVD nao co?”

“Mamma Mia!”

“Anh I ai chir, ¢6 giéng con gii khong? Anh khdng c6 dia Mamma Mia!”

“Khong c6 a? Thé thi em s& muron dia khac vay. Emd& chiéu thoi ni.”

Lic hai ngurdi v& t6i nha, Georgia da t6 15 ¥ dinh cita minh. Con bé d thir mdt lin trude d6 rdi, nhung lan ndo Ash ciing trénh duge. Con bé khong phai
kiéu phuy nit anh thich, ma né méi c6 nurodi tam tudi, anh khong hé thich con bé ti ndo, vi nhitng Iy do nhé nhét v& van nhur vay...

Nhung d6 I khi anh van con hy vong Fia nhan ra ma cho anh mot co hoi dé chimg t6 ring anh 6 nhing diém tot.
Nhung déy Ia bay gio.
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Vio dén trong nha, Georgia vui vé n6i, “Anh ¢6 d6 udng gi khong?”

“U, c6 vai lon bia trong ti1 lanh ddy.” Miic ké chir, thém mdt lon nita ciing ching hai gi hon. Ash ngdi phich xudng sofa néi, “Em tw iy nhé? Con dia
DVD thi ¢ trong cai i kia kia. Em thich gi thi ctr muron.”

Mot e sau, Georgia quay lai cira phong khach, hai tay cam hai chai d3 md ndp sin, mai toc vang kim 4nh 1én nhd ngon dén hanh lang déing sau con bé.
“Em thich anh.” Durng lai. “Thé em ¢6 murgn anh dugc khong?”

Ash nhin vao énh mat dam dm ctia con bé. Thong thurdng thi nhimg lic thé niy anh s& budng mot 1o nhin xét sudng sa kiéu nhur em s& phai céc thém
tien néu khong tra lai ding han. Nhung hién anh khong ¢6 hirng suong sa. Georgia la con bé murdi tam tudi ngang nganh ma thit vi, bict rd n6 muoén gi va
s€ lam thé. Con bé ciing xinh dep; bao nhiéu dan 6ng nd tir choi n6 chir?

Anh khong phai n6i mot 104 Nhur thé doc duge y y nghii ctia anh, con bé di sang bén k1a phong dat chai bia xubng cho d& vuong Liic sau, nhu mdt céi tén
lira tam nhiét chay bing dong co turbo, con bé 4n hai tay én vai anh ma ghi xubng méy cai gdi dira, hon mbi anh vé curong quyét.

Troi o1, con bé hoan toan nghiém tuc.

“Embiét 1 cubi ciing anh ciing d6i y ma.” Roi ra mdt lic, Georgia cudi voi anh.

Cau do doi lai trong dau Ash. Mia mai thay, d6 I nhitng 15i anh tuong trong s& noi voi Fia khi cudi ctng ¢6 ciing khong cudng 1ndi strc quyén il ciia
anh. Nhung vi chuyén ndy s& chang thé xay ra, anh khong thé cir ¢6 mii duoc. Georgia ¢6 co thé uyén chuyén ctia mdt vii cong va bao gi dan éng c6
thé cudng lai con bé day? Vuon vé phia con bé, anh néi, “Liic ndo em ciing dat dugc diéu em mubn 42”

Mit con bé lung linh vé déc thing, “O, ding vay diy.”

Cé dleulannayﬂnkhongdlmg, Anh hén con bé lan nita, nhung tam tri anh chi toan hinh bong Fia. Hauhet dan 6ng s& khong thiy lan tan gi ca; nhung
Ash biét minh khong giéng nhimg nguoi dan ong khac. C6 1€ ¢ thoi nay, tudi ndy, kiéu ctia anh hoi ¢b hit- OK, c6 thé con cyc ky budn cudi niva -
nhung anh chura bao gios thich kiéu tinh dyc chi dé giai tri. Néu gio anh ngii v6i Georgia, anh chi loi dung con bé thoi. Va mdi quan hé giira hai nguoi s& bi
anh hudng the nao sau dém nay?

“Nghe ndy, anh xin 161, Ash Fic d4u tiéc nubi. “Ash khong lam thé nay dwoc.”

Con bé to vé ngac nhién. “Tai sao lai khdng?”

“Chuyén nay ¢6 vé khong 6n. Ching ta i ban.”

“Nhung ching ta ¢ thé hon ca ban bé ma!”

“Khong. Thé thi s& hong hét, tin anh di. Chuyén nay khong thé xay ra dugc.” Nhe nhing, anh diy con bé khoi dii.

Georgia voi méi toc vang 16i, thiy 16 1 anh dang n6i that. “Cha, em chira bao gio gap phai tinh hudng nay.”

“Khong phai 16i tai em, 14 tai anh,” Ash n6i.

“O, di nhién. Em biét thé chir!”

“Y anh i em A mot c6 gai xinh dep. Em khong 1am gi sai ca.”

“Em cting biét vay ma. Oi troi,” Georgia bat néi, “Em rét quy anh! Em that sy mudn hai ching minh lxm chuyén do!”

“Xin 161 em. Anh khong biét phéi ndi gi nira.”

Con bé fic dau. “Em c6 nghe chirong trinh cta anh tuan trure khi anh n6i 1 anh nhit nhat. Em tuéng c6 thé d6 1 Iy do anh tir chdi em. Nén em quyét
dinh 13 khi c6 co hoi tiep theo, em s€ tim lay nd.”

Ash cudi nhe vé budc ngoat kém may mén nay. Con bé suyt nira da im dugc vdy.

“Ma thoi, dir sao diy ciing chi 1 ké hoach.” Pimg thing day, Georgia voi iy tti deo 1én vai. “Di sao thi it nhit em ciing da thir.”

Giong con bé binh thurong trd lai roi. Ash dimg day thiy long nhe nhdm. “Ding vay. Va em 1 c6 bé tuyét voi. Bindo, dé anh dura em vé.”

“Anh khong phai im thé d4u. Emty vé duoc mi.”

“Nao, anh biét i em im dwoc.” Anh quang mdt tay qua vai con bé ma au yém siét chat. “Nhung anh 1 mdt quy ong, nén ctr dé anh dua em vé. Dima.”
Khong ngii duoc, Fia leo ra khoi girong, lach bach vao bép tw pha mdt cdc tra. Sau khi mang tra Ién gac c6 kéo rém cira ra va ngdi xubng cai ghé ném

bén cira sb. Pay I noi dau tién ¢6 & c6 tim nhin dep chir khong phai nhin sang phia bén kia dudng. Tir phong ¢6, cao tit trén mai hién quan ruou, ¢ co
thé nhin ra bai co ctia lang va nhitng mai nha xung quanh. Roi cé may quéa doi diém xuyet anh dén néi Ién phia xa. That 1a mdt quang canh dep.



Nhung long Fia dang xdo dong ching con tam tri dau ma throng Bm. C6 dang bdi i vi hai Iy do. Vira udng tra, ¢b tir hoi khong biét nén lam gi v6i tin
nhan ma minh nhian duoc trrde khi chuan bi di ng.

Chao em, hy vong moi chuyén déu 6n. Molly va Rob giri thit nhidu ci 6m. Ching nhé em va rét muén duoc gip em Cudi tudn niy duoc khong?
Yéuem,

Will x

Khi ¢6 doc tin nhin, it co éng‘ang nude. Dit co c6 yéu Molly va Rob biét bao, va ching ciing than véi ¢o dép mire nao, thi ching ciing khong phai con
cta ¢0. Khi roi bo Will, ¢6 da gan nhur nghi la minh s& khong bao gio gip ching nita. Nhung chuyén d6 s& khién bon tré dau buon xiét may, ching 1a hau
qua cua nhitng cudc hdn nhan d6 va, ctr mai mai bi bude phai thich nghi véi ngurdi mdi xudt hién trong doi cha me chiing?

Fia vudt mit. C6 c¢6 nhd Molly va Rob. Nhung nghil ¢én canh phai gip lai Will 1 c6 thiy kho xir.

Phéy I diéu thir nhét lam ¢6 phai suy nghi. R con chuyén ctia Johnny va Honor Donaldson nita. Viée ho xuét hién ¢ quan ruou ti nay - Honor da quay
lai voi Johnny - khién c6 ngl ngira. Bao hy vong va 4o tudng bi vd vun, bdi lam sao c6 thé dua duoc véi mdt ngudi nhu vay? Thure tinh.

C6 ubng mdt ngum tra. Toi nay trong quén that ky la. Ma chuyén gi xdy ra gitta Ash va Georgia thé, troi d4t? Ash ndc nhur hit chim con Georga thim chi
t6 vé quan tam chi€u chudng hon moi ngay. Mat tinh huong ky Ia, 10 rang Ia nhu theé. R6i ho con roi khoi quan cting nhau, cho du chéc chén la s€ chang
6 chuyén gi xdy ra. Tat nhién 12 khong roi; Tom s€ & cling hai nguoi. Oi troi, qua nhieu chuyén dé nghi, thao nao ¢d khdng ngl duge...

Bén kia bii co, mdt canh cira md va anh dén vang chiéu ra. Gi sat mit vao cira kinh lanh, Fia nheo mit nhin qua cira s6 khi hai dang ngudi dé nhan ra di
ra tir clra nha Ash. Ash va Georgia men theo con dwong trrde nha. Pau hai ngudi chum vao nhau, ho dang néi chuyén say sua, tay Georgia quang qua
nguoi Ash, con tay anh khoéc vai con bé. Pén mdt doan hai ngudi dimg lai, va Ash diu dang hon Ién trén con bé. Fia giat minh Iti xa khoi cira s0, cam
gidc nhur bi ai d6 dAm vao bung. C6 khong hiéu tai sao canh hai ngudi di véi nhau lai khién c6 cam thiy nhur vy, nhung dung 1 ¢6 choang vang that.

C6 quan sét, hoi thé dm dé lai hoi mrde trén kinh, khi hai ngudi bon ho di vé phia nha Georgia. Trong ho nhu mdt doi uyén wong, didu ny ¢6 chura timg
nghi t6i. Va ho wira ¢ trong nha Ash...

Khi hai ngudi vt khoi tAmnhin, Fia vin ngdi yén tai chd. Tra cia o chi con &m 4mkhi c6 nghi lai nhitng chuyén do trong dAu. Mot con séc 1an sang
bén kia dudng bién mét trong vuron. Mot con ¢l kéu dAng xa va khi mit c6 quen dan v6i man dém, ¢6 c6 thé nhin thiy thém nhiéu vi sa0 lap lanh trén
bau troi den nhu nhung. Cudi ciing, Ash ciiing quay lai, tan bo v6i hai tay dut thi quan. Du6i anh dén duong vang cam, anh dimg budc roi quay lai mot
lic nhur thé dang nhin théng vao Fia. C6 rut ngudi lai, tim dap manh, nhung tét nhién khong phai anh dang nhin ¢6; ¢ thé anh nghe thy tiéng con céo
ludn minh dwdi bui cay hay chi don gian | dang nhin quan ruou.

Réi anh di In nha, md ctra bién mit vao bén trong,

Truot khoi ghé bén cira s, Fia dong rém tréo lai én girong, Sau bao nhiéu bia udng t6i nay, Ash s& phai chat vat moi co duwoc mdt chuong trinh hay
sang mai.

“Hoi chi nhur thé ¢6 ky cuc khong?”” Sau khi ké xong chuyén vé con ctia Will, Fia nhin Cleo. “Toi mu6n gip lai Rob va Molly nhung t6i khong chiu duroc
canh phai di choi cuing hai dira va Will. Chang phai bon tré s& thay khé hieu sao? T6i khong mudn ching nghi 14 t61 véi Will s€ quay lai voi nhau.”

Cleo gat dau. “Thé sao ¢ khong bao anh ta nhw vay? Noi 1 ¢6 chi mudn di riéng v6i bon tré thoi.”

“T6i biét ma. Va t6i ciing ¢ thé im vay. Nhung c6 diéu i da méy thang 1Oi tdi m6i gip lai ching, Ma i ciing chura bao gio' |Am gi vdi riéng ching ca.
M3i lan chiing dén choi thi Will ciing & d6. Anh ta a bd bon tré. Toi mudn giip bon tre, nhung t0i khong biét nhur r vy thi co budn cudi khong,” Fia nhan
. “Ma i cung khong r& minh s& am gi voi ching nita. C rap chiéu phim, nhung rdi s& chi ngdi trong béng toi xem phim thoi. Ma bon tré ciing chan
s6 thi qua 1.

Eo oi, s tha...

Cleo nhin ¢6 to md. “C6 do mit ddy 42”

Troi dat, chi nghi vé so thi thoi ciing dii im ¢6 thiy ky; gide mo chim canh cyt hiin s& 4m anh 6 ca doi. Fia it 1t ¢ 40 so mi lién hoi. “Toi chi lo king
thoi, khong biet nén lam gi.”

Cleo nghii mot liic. “OK,, thé chiéu Cha nhat c6 duoc khong?”

Fia gat d4u; ¢6 da xin Frank nghi tir trude, cai ndy cd xoay duge. Ong dong y lo phan viée con lai néu ¢6 chuin bi ndu bita trua trude.”Tir mt gio tré
dila t6i ranh.”

“Puoc roi.” Nhin mdt nit trén dién thoai, Cleo n6i, “Chéao chi Shelley, Chi nhét nay Saskia c6 ké hoach gi chira? Chura 42 Chi hoi con bé xemné co
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thich di choi vdi c6 Cleo déng yéu ctia n6 khong. Tét qua, em s& dén don nd lic mot gid nhé. Tam biét!

C6 gac may va gat dau vui mimg voi Fia. “D6, giai quyét xong, chiing ta cting di nhé. C9, t6i va bon tré con. Hom d6 1 ngay Truy tim Kho bau - bon tré



con s& thich thoi.”
“Trdi, camon chi.”” Fia cam dong, “Chi that 14 t5t qua.”

“T6i biét ma!” Cleo cudi, mimg cho chinh minh. “Thire ra ciing lu lu rdi t6i chira giip Sass, nén t6i voi con bé cn phéi di choi véi nhau. Ma t6i duroc
nghi cho téi tan tuan sau vi trong dang sg' qua.”

“Khong phéi viy dau.” Cau ndy thyc ra cling gin ding; nhing vét tray xudc xéu xi trén mit Cleo da o di timg ngay. “Dii sao thi vu Truy tim Kho bau
nghe tha vi that day. N6 duoc t6 chirc ¢ dau the?”

“Vudn wom Marcombe.”

Fia iy tay bung miéng. “Chd Ong gia Noel 42

“T6i biét, nhung ho s& t6 chire & d6.” Cudi troi, Cleo n6i, “Toi thiy thét 1 thich hop.”

Ban dang doc truyén Minh Thir Yéu Nhé, Cleo? dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 47

Liic men theo con duong, Abbie thay long ban tay cang lic cang wét. That nue cudr, déy 1 nha 6, c6 dugce phép lé}{ di bat cir cai gi co mubn, va ¢o
nhirng thir c6 thue sy dang can. Nhung c6 phai chd dén lic co bict khong c6 ai & nha. Tom dang di lam va c6 vira thay Georgia lai xe tai di hai nuroi
pht trude.

Puroe r6i, gin t6i noi rdi. C6 phéi iy hop do khau va cai can ban - vi Cleo khong c6 cai ndo - va thém vai chiéc dia hiéu Pyrex nira. Ngoai ra, ¢d s iy
cay den ban c6 chup vién 1ong da dieu bdind 1a cua ¢d va c6 thich no.

Khong co cai xe ndo trén 15 vao, tot. Co vé bt on sao d6 khi nhin tir bén ngoai ngdi nha trong van y hét nhur viy trong khi thé giéi ctia ¢6 da thay doi
hoan toan. Lay hét can ddm, Abbie tra chia khoa vao 6 mo ctra. C6 ca 1a bén trong s bura bon hon; Tom chua bao gio thich don dep nha clra. Va sg
¢4 hang tii quan 4o cho duge Georgia 13, quan 4o 1a 16 treo khap trén gid treo tranh, hay nhitng coc ca phé nim chong cho khap noi...

“Oi troi dat.” Sau khi mo ctra phong khach, dAu gbi co gan nhu khuyu xudng. Khong hé mubn gip ai nﬁmtrép sofa da i qua mirc. Nhin thdy nguoi dang
ngy trén sofa khién cho phdi c6 nhur can kiét khong khi, con khé thd hon ca bi nguoi ta ding giy khiic con cau nén cho mdt ct.

“Oi troi dég, nhin ¢6 kia! Xin chio!” G& d6i chin dang bét chéo ra va thdo tai nghe iPod khoi tai, Patty Summers dat td tap chi Heat dang doc xudng
“Lau lam roi moi gap ¢6!”

Tleng tap 4mnhiéu loan ong ong trong tai Abbie. C6 nhin chiim chiim vao Patty, da rdm néing, toc vang va dang méc chiéc 40 kho4c ngii xa tanh méu
trdng. Chiéc 4o ngli xa tanh tring ctia cd. Cudi cling cd ciing ¢6 thé Eip bap, “Ch... chi hm g & day thé?”

“Oi cha, chuyén dai lim!” Patty i dau noi, “Veé co ban thi chuyén giita t0i va Ted xong 1di. Georgia c6 ké gi voi co vé Ted khong? Hod ra anh ta b g
v0 dung. Tat ca chuyén choi golf véi damban cta anh ta... lam t6i phat dién. R6i cudi cing chiing t6i cling cai nhau doi chit v& chuyén d6 nén anh ta da
t01. Bon dan 6ng la mot 1o thdi nét, phai khong? Toi nghi chic minh phai quay lai nur6c Anh xem dira con gai xinh dep ctia minh hoa hop voi b6 16 thé
ndo! N6 ké voi t6i vé chuyén c6 chuyén ra ngoai, nén toi biét néu toi mudn & lai vai bira thi ciing c6 phong tréng. Nén thé nay déy, vy thoi, that ddy.
Gio toi dang & day!”

Im Eing. Abbie chiim chidm nhin Patty trén sofa. Cubi cting ¢6 ni, “D6 i o ngi cta t61.”

“T6i biét, Georgia bao t6i méic no vi toi khong mang theo. Nhin ndy, nd qué rong so véi toil”

C6 ta 1 nguoi doi chac? “Boi vi do I ctia t61”

“C6 ndi gi co? C6 dinh doi lai 4?” Poi may vang ciia ¢6 ta nhudng én. “C6 mubn t6i coi ra bay gior 42”

C6 ta ¢ mic cai gi bén dudi khong vay? Co khi la khong. Da Abbie ramran vi gian di.

Patty doc duroc nét mit ¢6 bén n6i, “O, t6i hiéu rdi, co van gidn toi vé& chuyén dira tré. Déng ra phai bo qua rdi chir?”

Tiéng ong ong cang Ién hon. “Tai sao lai bo qua?”’

“Boi vi chuyén d6 xay ra gan hai muroi nam trude roi.”
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“Chi cudp con ciia tdi.” Vira ndi xong, 1& dang Ién mit Abbie.

“Khong hé. Con bé i con toi. Toi giir n6 lai vi t6i yéu no.”

“Téi da rat mubn c6 no.”

“Thi gid ¢6 ¢6 n rdi con gil N6 xuéit hign va chuyén vé ¢ v6i co, thé mi ¢ lai chuyén dil Nghe ndy, t6i xin 16i néu t6i Eim hong ké hoach cua c6 lic o,
nhung ¢6 khong the d6 hét t4i Ién dau t6i cho cai dong 1on xon ¢ gy ra trong phan doi con lai ctia ¢6 duoc.” Mat Patty long kén khi ¢6 ta noi. “Toi nghe
hét chuyén c6 véi ong sep co 10i, nén dirng c6 té vé nai vang ngo ngac nita di.”

Abbie tap trung hit tho. Gio Patty Summers song trong nha ¢6 véi chdng ¢d va con ¢6. C0 ta tham chi con méc chiéc 4o ngi xa tanh dep r}lﬁt ctia 0.
NO6i dau don, nhirc budt va xot xa ding lén trong ngure c6; bao lau nita thi Patty s& nam chung giwong v6i Tom, hay chuyén d6 da xay ra r6i? Oi troi,
dung nghi vé chuyén d6, dung nghi vé chuyén do.

“Ma thoi, co lamgi & day thé? Pén don bép 4?2 Vi dé t6i bao ¢o nhé,” Patty nhon nhon ndi, “céi bép cAn dugc don dep Bm”

Nhung 15 rang 1 chura dt bira bon dén mirc khién c6 ta phai dimg day khoi sofa ma tw lam chuyén do.

“T6i vé Iy vai thir thoi.” Di sang bén kia phong rit ddy chiéc dén vién 1ong chim, Abbie phat hién ra 1 mdt trong miy canh gbm khéc cau ky da bi giy
va cai chyp da birach.

“T6i c6 thiy cai d6,” Patty noi. “La Georgia do, nd limroi xubng dat.”
Abbie dit cai dén yéu thich xudng. Déu con gi 1a d6 dac quy nita.
Murdi phit sau, c6 gom xong nhitng d6 vat khac ¢6 dén dé Ry.

“T6i s&€ bao TomIa cd cd qua day,” Patty noi.

“Puoc thoi.”

“Hai nguoi d6 hop nhau nhi? Tom va Georgia 4y.”

“O diing.” Abbie chi mubn di.

“Toi rt mirng cho con bé 1a n6 tim dugc anh 4y. Va anh dy 16i con bé da lam cude song ctia anh 4y thay di.” Ngung lai, Patty chi vao cai chia khod c6
thé nhin thdy duoc qua tii 4o cot tong ctia Abbie. “C6 con can cai chia khoa d6 khong? Vi Tom khdng c6 chia so cua ma t6i thi dang can mdt cai.”

Con dan ba hon lo. Nhung néu tir chdi thi tré con qua. Va sau ngiy hom nay thi tai sao c6 con mudn quay lai nita chir? Abbie iy chia khoa cira trude
ra khoi tui ddt cach xuong ban kinh.

Patty noi, “Camon!”
Prra con. Chong Nha. Ao ngii. Chia khoa. Liéu c6 ta con can mdt tréi tim, vira giat ra tir 0ng nguc v ctia d6i thi ¢ gidm dap 1én khong?
Vi cuc nghen to bang qua trimg trong hong, Abbie ndi, “Khong c6 gi.”

Hom nay s& ki mot ngay dep, nhung ngay Iic nay thi chura dep dén thé. Thoat khoi Abbie & nha khién ¢6 c6 cam giac khudly khoa nhung van thiy hoi ay
ndy. Tinh than Cleo Ién cao khi c6 sang Hollybush vao bita trwa Chii nhat. Khuon mit ctia c6 da gin nhur knh hén, day 1a lin dau tién ra ngoi ma khong
mang theo nep ¢d, va cd thure sur trong da binh thuong trd lai. Hon nita, mét troi dang 16 dang va nhiét do da Ién t6i khoang hon hai muroi d6, nén tat ca
moi ngurdi déu cam théiy dé chiu hon. Cha, trir Abbie lic niy dang co rira phong kho, tr lam minh ban ron béng cach don vé sinh t61 mirc dat tiéu chudn
phong vo tring.

Nén niém hy vong lén cia Cleo ¢6 phé"u} sup d6 boi dit Honor Donaldson 13 rang I dang vui vé, thich néi chuyén va thuc sur la nguoi dé chiu, thi chuyén
c6 ta va Johnny hanh phiic ngat ngdy dén mirc nao khong han la diéu c6 thyrc sy muon nghe.

“Y em I, dau tién | 101 cta em. Khi nhin lai, em khong thé tin duroc i minh da ngu ngde dén thé. Nhung ching ta 1 vay mé, phéi khong? Chuyén xay ra
va ching ta c{r bi cudn theo. Mot anh chang khac xuat hién va emthay, kiéu nhur 1, cha, tuyét voi that, vi anh ta toan tamtoan y voi emva anh ta vui im
4y. Anh ta lai con 1 nha san xuét phim, dleunay cang lam em mo mit. Anh ta biét tit ca moi ngudi, nhitng nhan vat hang A. Diéu d6 khién em tr6 thanh
ngudi khing khiép phai khong chi? Emkhong lay g lam vé vang, nhung lic d6 em thure sy nghii la em yéu anh ta. Nén embo Johnny, chi vy thoi. Lam
tan vo trai timanh dy. Va anh ay cuc ky dau kho.”” Honor budn b Iic dau khi khoi ddy md ky tre. “Em cam thy rt t¢, tat nhién roi, nhung em qua say
sura trong mdi quan hé m6i dén ndi twr nhi B minh dang m dtng

Cb ta durng lai, chd phan tmg ctia Cleo. Budc phai chidu theo, Cleo néi, “Nhung thuc ra khong phai?”
“Di nhién Ia khong 11! G d6 thue | mdt con 4c mong, mudn s& hitu tht ca, hoang tudng va bao lyc. Emnhan ra Ia minh da miic sai Am 16n nhit trong

doi. Y em 1 anh ta c6 mua dd cho em, vong kim cuong, mot chiéc xe Maybach, mot birc hoa ctia Picasso... nhung anh ta khong lim em hanh phiic. R&i
nhing bita ti€c bon em tdi nira chir. Chung déu rat buon té. Nén hoi d6 em rat nhd Johnny, nhung em tu chti khong nén lién lac voi anh ay. Em s€ lam



cho anh &y buon Eim, anh &y ximg dang ¢6 co hoi xdy dung lai cude doi. RO trong mot budi khai mac trién im em gip i dai dién cta anh y 6 New
York va duoc nghe ké vé ba ¢o cta anh ay. Chuyén 1a the day.” Honor an chit nam tay vao ngwe minh n6i, “Emkhong thé chiu dugc nita; em bict minh
phéi goi dién cho anh dy. Oi roi, r6i lic em duge nghe giong anh dy lan nira, embiet minh phai lam gi. Anh ay dang ¢ Norfolk mt minh va em khong thé
chiu n6i. Em déng gbi do dac, ra thing san bay don chuyén dau tién t6i London. Chi bict lam sao embiét 1a em thre sy yéu anh ay khong?”’

“O... khong”

“Ho ching con ghé tréng nao & khoang hang nhit hay hang doanh nhan.” Honor n6i rat ty hao, “Nén em bay hang phd thong,”

Cleo lic dau. Ni kinh hoang ngoai sirc tudng tuong,

“Nhung that ximg dang. Em bit taxi t6i Norfolk va xudt hién ¢ khach san cua Johnny. R01 em nho quan Iy goi dién cho Johnny xubng sanh... 61, cha, cir

nhu 1 & trong phim 4y.” Mt long lanh, Honor 0oL, “Al nay déu nhm khi Johnny di tir ciu thang xubng. Emdura tay ra noi, ‘Oi anh yéu, em nh¢ anh Fm!
Emda t6i day voi anh 101> Va khich du lich déukéu én ‘A 2 4,” va d6 1a thoi diém ling man nhét... 6i, chd, nhin em nay, nghi dén chuyén d6 1a emlai
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x6n xang!
C6 ciing thiy vay. Theo mdt céch dep nhit c6 thé. Ngay ca long tréing trong mit cd ta cting tréng nhu bot giat. Cleo quan sat khi Honor nira cudi nira
khéc lau giot mréc mat trong vat nhu pha 1€ Swarovski. “Neéu toi lam the thi moi viée s€ do bé hét ca. Toi xuat hién & d6 va anh chang cua 61 s€ ndi,
“Xin 161 em, hoi mudn r6i, anh dang hen ho ngurdi khac roi.”

Honor n6i t tin, “O, embiét 1A chura ¢6 chuyén do.”

“Vay 42" Cleo thay budn ndn. “Bang cch nao?”

“Em tim hiéu v& anh 4y trén Google. G tén anh dy v6i ban gai méi.”” Honor nhin vai nhur thé do I diéu hién nhién. “Cha c6 béng ai.”

“Thé nhd cau ta dang bi mat gip g5 ai d6 thi sao?” Troi dat, minh c6 phéi ngudi thich khd dam hay khong dy?

R ’ L 1R i i ¢ hoi anh Ay rdi. Khong o6 ai khic ca. Va gidrkhi be A1 v6i nhau thi s& khéng c6 ai
“Khong sao, em c¢6 kiém tra lai ro1.”” Honor cudi néi, “Em tu hoi anh ay roi. Khong 6 ai khac ca. Va gio khi bon em quay lai voi nhau thi s€ khong co ai
khac dau, emc6 thé dam bao véi chi nhur vay!”

Vay dung 13 khb dam ri.

Vai phut sau sy giai thoat dén trong hinh dang J ohnny, dén don Honor di. Ho s€ lai xe quay lai Norfolk truée dam tang ngay mai. Duyén dang truot
xuong khéi ghé dau, Honor dat mdt ny hon hru luyen [én mbi han. “Bon em vira n6i chuyén vé anh xong,”

Miéng Cleo kho khoc; dugc Johnny hon thi s& thé ndo nhi? C s& chéng bao gitr biét durge. Ma nhin hai ngwoi kia; ho hop thinh mdt doi hoan héo.
Honor thit tuyét voi trong chice vy quay mau tim thach~ anh véi nir trang bac. Johnny mic 4o xam nhat va quan den. Ho s& t6i tham ¢ Clarice trong nha
dudng 130 va chuan bi nhitng khau cuoi cting cho budi I€. Trong mdt thoang mat han cham mit Cleo va tim ¢6 nhu that lai.

“Cau dang lanh rdi dy. Nhin kha hon roi. Cai ¢b thi sa0?”

“T6t rdi, cdm on caw.” Co gat dhudé chirng minh, qua ctra 6 mot chiéc Fiat miu ngoc lam dd vao bai. Shelley va Saskia da t6i rOi.

“Tuyét Fim. Ta phai di théi.” Hin Fic cai chia kho ra hiéu cho Honor.

“Hy vong dam tang ngiy mai s& on.” Néi ra diéu d6 ¢6 nue cuoi khong? Nhung con cach nao khéc nira?

“Camon cau. Tambiét.” Tay Johnny dt trén eo Honor khi hdn day c6 ta ra ngoai. C6 nhd cam gide d6 nhu thé nio...

“Hen giip chi khi bon em quay lai nhé!” Honor viy tay qua vai.

Fia, lim xong viéc trong bép, ndi vé cam chiu, “C6 4y that d& chiu nhi? Toi nghi rdi kiéu gi anh Ay ciing s& tim duoc mot ngudi nhur thé.”

“Toi ciing nghii viy,” Cleo im bam

Johnny va Honor di rdi, con Saskia va Shelley bude vao. Vui mimg vi sur ¢6 it ciia hai me con c6 thé 1im ¢d quén di chuyén doi kia, Cleo gio hai tay
ra.

“Me béo chéu 1 c6 vira bi tai nan va cAm chau khong duroc n6i gi néu trong ¢o c6 budn curdi thé ndo.” Saskia 6m hon Cleo. “Nhung trong c6 khong
dén ndi”

“Tuan trude tréng ¢d t& hon nhiéu,” Cleo cam doan.
Miit Saskia xju xuéng, “Oi, uwdc gi chau duoc thiy co lic ddy. C6 nhiéu méu Bim khong a?”

“Lénh lang luon.”



“Chéu thich méu lam! Mot lin chéu bi nga tir trén khung ctra xubng, chay bao nhiéu a méu miii!” Lic dau nhu mdt chuyén gia 1o huyén, Saskia noi,
“Bac si ¢ bénh vién bao la chau rat diing cam.”

Cleo nghiém trang gt du. “C6 nhé lic d6 déi}{.” Ping sau Saskia, Shelly dao miét; Saskia c6 thé nghii n6 can dam nhung thire ra nb da hét kinh thién
dong dia. “Nay, day la ban ctia co, Fia}, va cd ’éy cling dén cho Truy tim Kho bau day.” OK, hoi ky cuc khi goi Fia Ia ban, nhung ¢6 con bict néi the
ndo? Va day Ia Fia, c6 da di lai voi chong c6 ay khién hon nhan cta ngudi ta tan v a?

Shelley di kho May phit sau, Will l4i xe vao bai ciing Rob va Molly. Fia ra ngoai don hai dira tré da nam thang rdi co chura gip va ching ciing ¢6 vé vui
mirng dén cam dong khi ggip co.

RAi dén ot Cleo dua Saskia ra gip ching
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Will nhin Cleo tir trén xudng dudi rdi néi than nhién, “Chao em.”

“Chao.” That th vi khi thdy ké sau khi chia tay voi mlnh tré nén suy sup. Pang bun 1a chuyén d6 khong xdy ra voi Will Trong anh ta gon gang khoé
manh trong céi 40 phong ¢6 cd mau hong va chiéc quan I théing thém, voi mai toc ngan hon binh thurong, Anh ta xirc rat nhidu mrdc sau cao rdu Arman,
x6 doi gidy hroi bong 1on va deo chiée dor}g hd moi dat tleq Céi hay i & chd sy xuét hién ctia anh ta khong anh huong gi dén ¢ ca. Khong mot cai nhoi
dau, hay sur rung rinh, khong hé c¢6 chiit hap lyc hay nudi tiéc ndo.

Liéu ¢6 hay khong néu ¢ ciing ¢6 thé cam thdy nhur vay vé Johnny nhi? Gid nhur ¢6 mdt nit Tt ns ¢6 chi viée nhén vao.

“Véy ra day | chd em & ddy.” Will quay lai phia Fia.

“Va lam viéc.” C6 chi cai quan nrou dang sau. “Toi rat thich ¢ day.”

Anh ta cudi mia. “Me bao I tudn trude c6 gip em. Emdi véi mdt gi say béo phi ndo d6. DAy 1 ban trai moi ctia ema?”

Fia n6i nhe nhang, “Téi gity chiing ban trai ban triéc gi ca. Thoi ndo, ching ta di chir?” C6 véi tay Molly. “Chiing t6i s& quay lai lic sau gio.”

“Duoc thoi. Anh s& dén day don I tré.”

“Bon minh s& di Truy tim Kho bau.” Saskia théng bao cho Molly nhur mdt ¢6 gido tdt bung. “Minh phai tim sau budm va 1 cdy hay nhitng thir nhu thé.”
Molly, nam tudi, chiaim chi nhin Saskia sau tudi. “Minh c6 phéi an nhitng thir d6 khong?”

“Khong, ching bang gidy thoi va trén d6 ghi 1oi chi dan ma.”

“Em khong biét doc.”

“Dimg lo.” Saskia, dang hoc tiéu hoc, tra o1 vui vé, “Dé chi gip cho.”

Ash, dang choi bi-a voi Welsh Mac, quan sat Will Newman goi nira vai bia chanh tai quéy ruou, géi ngdi xudng mdt c4i ban trong goc. Anh chua bao
gio thich Will khi Cleo hen ho véi anh ta. Anh cang khong thich anh ta khi biét anh ta da doi xtr thé nao vdi Fia. Tén v6 lai. Du sao thi chang thanh van dé
nita roi. Hai nguoi ciing ching can lich sur hay phai n6i chuyén véi nhau. Vai phit nita, Will s& udng xong ly d6 rdi bo di. Va anh s& khong phai ghen ti
VOi nguoi da timg cudi Fia va ddi xir véi ¢d dy voi qua it tinh thuong va sur ton trong m..

“Xong!” Welsh Mac h6 1én mimg r& khi Ash lim roi bong tring xudng 1. “Cach biét bon diém, t6i théng rdi. Cau no t6i ndm bang,”

Hai ngurdi xép ban chudn bi cho van tiép theo. D4 18i cho Will vi syr sao nhang vira rdi, Ash gidy con ghét anh ta hon.

Choi dugc chimg nira van thi me Georgia budc vao quan ruu. Ash chua tirg gap chi ta, nhung moi ngudi ¢ Poi Channings déu biét chi ta dang song
trong ]ang va, ndi thang ra thi’chj ta cling chejng can phai mang bién tén dé moi nguroi bict dén. Ngoai su khac biét la it chi ta mau ndu chir khong phai
xanh bién, con lai thi chi ta giong Georgia dén ky quai. Cao va manh khanh, chi ta mic 4o ren day miu kem vdi vay ngan mau xanh luc nhat ma nhitng
nguroi bon muroi tudi khac s€ khong dam méc. Rat nhiéu nguoi quay lai nhin chi ta, trong d6 ¢6 ca Will Newman.

Trong vong ndm phitt, Ash da chimg kién tai ning bt chuyén voi mdt ngudi hoan toan xa la. Anh nhur dugc soi rang, gidng nhur xemmdt vil diéu duge

dan dung cong phu vay. Trong khi me Georgia tw mua cho minh mot ly gin pha tonic va 1o liéu liéc nhin quanh quéan ruou, Will ubng hét ly ctia minh rdi ra
dimg bén chi ta & quiy rrou. Ho nhin nhau, trao nhitng nu cuoi lich sy hoi hot. Sau d6 1a nhitng nu cudi nhiéu 4n y hon. Roi me Georgia - Patty
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Summers, tén chi ta - khé dét mdt ngdn tay kén cangtayphal cla Wlllkhenngo‘ldongho cua anh ta. Dap lai, anh ta nga ngumthlthamgldo khién chi ta
ngira ra cuoi Roi chita X0y trén ghé dé dau £oi tran gan nhur cham vao chiéc quén i phng ctia anh ta. Will hop hén duge chi ta va lay thé lam thich
thi Fim. Nguoi ta ¢6 thé cam thay kich thich t5 nam ngap tran trong khong khi, cam nhan khodi cam, gan nhur hit vao durgc su quyén ri.

“Nhin ma hoc di, céc cau,” Welsh Mac n6i, dimg lai dé boi phén vio du giy.

Pung, gin nhur viy. Chi ¢6 dleudayla ky ning anh s& ching bao gio hoc duoc. Boi vi Patty va Will hdp dan nhau vé thé xédc va dé cho chuyén d6 xay ra
thi trrde tién ta phai ¢6 mt co thé hép dan. Quan sat chuyén xayra 0 quiy ruou, Ash nhan ra nhitng nét twong ddng trong b phim ti lidu vé thé gioi
hoang da noi dén tap tinh giao phdi ctia dong vat. C6 lam dang, rdi mét cham niit, 16i dung cham va nhitng dong tic khac, Will thi cudi tn tinh, Patty thi
udn éo bén dudi Ibp quéan do.

OK, ¢6 thé Ia chura, nhung chi cin muroi phit nita thoi chi ta s& am thé. Va néu vay, thi kha 16 rang 13 Will Newman s& khong tir chdi.

That & mot budi chiéu vui vé. Cude Truy tim Kho béu thinh cong my méin va bon tré choi véi nhau rét vui, mit troi ryc &y ca chiéu va moi ngudi khong
con s¢ hai nhin Cleo nhur thé ¢6 1a ngudi ngoai hanh tinh nita. Con doi héi gi nita day?

“Will da dén chd ching ta rdi kia.” Cleo chi céi xe khi ho dd vao bai ddu clia quan ruou.

C6 diéu i chang thiy anh ta d4u. Chiéc xe trong khong, quan Hollybush déng cira budi chiéu va ngoai virdn ciiing khong c6 béng nguoi.

“Chéc 12 anh ta di dao thoi. Dé t0i goi anh ta.” Fia By dién thoai ra, goi rdi clp may. “Tét méay roi.” Co Jim bam coc 1, “Y nhu trude day.”

“Chau khat.” Saskia n6i tir hang ghé sau, “C6 cho chéu udng murde véi”

“Chau mudn di te,” Molly kéu Ién.

Rob 16i, “Chau doi roi. C6 con cai banh bich quy nio khong?”

“Puge 10i, khong sao, vé nha t6i di.”” Cleo lai quay xe ra duong, “Will bién di déng ndo co cha?”

Nghe tiéng xe d5 lai bén ngoai, Ash budc ra chao. “Bi thich khong?”

“Tuyét Eim” Cleo noi. “Céu c6 thiy Will dau khong?”

Ash cho @én khi ¢ dua bon tré ra khoi xe vao nha. Khong nhin Fia, anh néi thAm, “Anh ta roi khoi quan rugu cung me cua Georgia.”

Cleo nhain mit. “Tai sao? Anh ta dau c6 biét chita.”

“Té nghi bay i thi anh ta biét roi,” Ash noi.

“Nhung xe anh ta van & day, viy ho di dau roi?”

Ash nhtin vai. “Tom va Georgia di xem dua m6 t6 dia hinh & Devon tir sang.”

Oi troi dt oi. Khong thé tin dugc, Cleo liy dién thoai ra goi vao s6 nha Abbie. Chudng reo mi. “Khdng ai nghe méy.”

Abbie, dura bon tré ra ngoai v6i dd udng va banh bich quy, hoi, “C6 chuyén gi khong?”

Cleo cho chi biét chuyén. “Nhung ho con di dau duogc? Ma chi dua chi ta chia khoa 1O, nén minh ciing khong vao trong nha dugc.”

Abbie nhin ¢6, “Chi d4u c6 ngu ngde thé. D chi 1 chia khoa cira trude thoi. Chi van con chia khoa cira saw.”

Will n6i |2 anh ta s& dén ddy don bon tré It séu gior. By gity da la séu rudi. Khong phai ho thiy phién ha g Saskia rét quy Ash, anh dang biéu dién tro
chay quanh viron véi mit dira tré vat véo trén canh tay va mit dira trén chan. Molly va Rob, chay theo ho hét twdng Ién, “Dén hrot chau, chau tiép theo,
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chau ciing nuon lam the!

Cleo quyét dinh Iz s& dé bon tré lai vi Fia v Ash, ¢b va Abbie s& sang nha bén d6. Khi t6i noi, Abbie nhin qua ctra s phong khéch. “Khong thiy bong
aica.”

Cleo bam chudng doi. Khong c6 gi. Roi ¢ 1 lai nhin ngdi nha, thdy mot cai bong ludt qua cira s6 phong ngit. “C6 ai d6 trén kia.”

Abbie hit vao day cam phin, “Do 1 phong ngi ciia bon chi.”

“C6 thé 1a ké trom thoi,” Cleo tic ludi. “Ta phai kiém tra xem”

Ho men theo 16i nhé din ra déng dau nha. Abbie md cira bép va Cleo theo chan ¢d vao nha. C6 ca mdt dbng bat dia trong bon, bé bép khong duogc

lau, va mii ruou nong gét trong khong khi. Nhitng ky trc tho 4u lai tran vé. Giéng nhur lai quay vé e mudi tudi, vé t6i nha ma khong biét liéu c6 nhin
thay di Jean nam bé x¢€ Iet trén sofa khong,



Lén gic, Abbie mb cira phong ngi va mii ruou gin ndng niic ta ra. Ca hai cling quan sat canh trong do. Patty Summers lim trén giudng, tran trudng nim
sap ngdy nhé nhe. Mot chai gin rong trén san. May quay dia dang phét nhac ctia Snow Patrol, tham thi virong vai bong ngd va céc loai quén 4o.

Cleo ly chan gy cai quan 16t Armani méu den trén san 1t ngira én. Tt nhién rdi, @6 Armani. Will luon lubn két hop ddng bd nude sau cao rau voi
quin I6t.

Abbie n6i, “Han ta dau rdi?”

Chang can thién tai méi doan ra dugc chuyén ndy, vi anh ta ching thé tron dugc trong tii dau girong, Cleo, von mé hai kich, lai gn t quén 40 mo toang
ra.

“Puoe 10, dugc 1o1.” Tran trudng, khum tay ¢b che di, va trong c6 vé chng ché, Will lic dau. “Anh ngii quén mét, dugc chira? Pé anh mic quéan 4o
vao 10i anh s€ dén don I tré.”

“Néu anh wira ubng rurou thi khong duoc dau.”
“Anh khong udng, Chi mdt hai chén vao bita trura thoi.” Anh ta hit du vé phia cai girong, “Chi ta udng du cho ca hai ngudi dy.”
Khoé miéng ¢b gidt gidt. “Tai sao anh phai trn trong ti?”
“Anh nghe thiy tiéng ctra md bén dudi. Anh khong biét d6 1 em. Anh tudng d6 1 ban trai chi ta.”
Cleo turoi tinh n6i, “ft nhét thi anh ciing diroc vui vé nhi. Quan trong 1 & chd d6.”
Will nhin ¢6 v6i 4nh mét bi 6i. “Lam sao em vao day dugc?”
“O, anh khong biét 4? Nho chi toi khong?”” Cleo chi Abbie. “A, déy 1 nha chi dy. Va biét khong? Dy 1 giwdng ctia chi dy ddy.”
“Oi troi.” Will xanh mt. “Nghe ndy, anh khong biét diéu do.” Anh ta Fic du. “Anh m6i gip ngudi ndy I trua. Chita ding 1 dién dai.”

“Nay, an noi can than ddy.” A 1t ngudi lai va m6 mét, Patty ngai ngi cudi voi ho va vay ngdn tay chio. “Chuyén gi thé? Toi khong biét 13 ta con ¢ ca
khén gi4 nira day.”

Chi ta con sép c6 thém khan gia nita co. Tir dudi nha ¢6 tiéng chia khoa tra vao 6, sau do6 1a tiéng cira mo roi dong sap lai.
“Troi dat oi,” Will rén Ién, van Ry tay che ngudi. Quay sang Cleo, anh ta cau xin, “Cé chd riéng nao dé anh niic dd vao khong?”

“Pimg lo, khong con gi t6i chura nhin thiy d4u.” Cleo cudi, vin gidm chit cai quan Armani. Vay ngdn tay Gt ¢6 vui vé n6i thém, “Ma 61 ciing ké hét véi
chi gai t6i 6i.”

“Me a?” Tiép theo ho nghe thdy tiéng chan Georgia trén bac thang,

Chdp chdp miét va 101 ngudi ddy & tur thé nira ndm nira ngdi, Patty hit mot dam toc vang ra khoi doi niit lem nhem mascara va goi at tiéng nhac, “Con
yéu a, Ién day di, moi ngudi dang & trén ndy.”

Cleo ciii xudng, By c4i quan 16t va quan dai ném vé phia Will. C6 theo Abbie ra khoi phong dong cira trurde khi Georgia Ién t6i chiéu nghi.

“C6 chuyén gi thé?”” Rém néng vi d4 & ngoai trdi xem dua md t6 dia hinh, Georgia mét moi chao hai ngudi. “Cac ¢6 im gi & ddy thé? Me chéau lai say
ar

Abbie git dau. “Dung viy, nhung me chau khong sao. Bimg vao d6, chéu yéu.”

“Oi gidi, ching ta dang n6i dén me chau ma. C6 khong biét la chau da chimg kién hét ca rdi a?”
“C5 biét, nhung con mot ngudi nita & trong d6 cing me chéw.”

“Ngac nhién qua.” Giong Georgia than nhién nhung toat 1én vé mia mai xen 1An x4u hd.

Cénh cira phong ngii xoay mo va Will, da hoc tdc miic dd, lao qua ho ra bén ngoai.

“Hoi tré qua so véi me nhi?”” Georgia dimg ngoai cira nhin ba me ching hay ho g trén girdng,
Patty I nhe, “Oi dimg c6 bét du nita.”

Tho hét ra, Georgia liéc nhin Abbie. “Xin 16i ¢6.”

“Oi chau yéu, khong phai...”



“Thoi, giov 6 cir dé chau giai quyét v6i me chéu di.” Pong tic ctia Georgia cimg nhiic, cung cach sdng swong. “Chéu da quen voi chuyén nay rdi. C6 di
di dugc khong?”

Xubng dudi nha ho di qua Tom trén dudng ra. Anh cd tinh khong nhin hai ngudi.

“Patty dang ndm trén girong anh d4y.” Khong nhin duoc, Abbie ndi, “Thé ¢6 phéi i anh ciing da ngi v6i ¢6 ta khong?” Ham ctia Tom cimg lai.
“Khong, 61 khong hé ngi véi ai khac. Khong nhu ¢6.”

“Thoi ndo.” Vi day khéng phai lic cho mdt cude cii v nita, Cleo diy chi minh qua ctra trude. “Dé ho tr giai quyét di. Ching ta phéi quay lai thoi.”

Fia quan sat Molly va Rob vui duia voi Ash Va Saskia quanh viron. Ash, hét to 10i chi dan, cho bon tré choi {Iénh tran. B(_)r} tré kéu Ién sung sudng khi
anh giip ching chay men theo burc tuong thap, lan tron trén co gitta hang rao va cay tao, truon dudi cai ghé g0 va trén may hang chau hoa.

“Pén hrot chau, dén hrot chau!” Molly hétleen, tim tay Ash trude ca khi anh budng tay Rob.

Fia khong nhin duoc cuoi; Ash choi voi ching thét thoai mai. Ai na biét 1 anh lai khéo chidu tré con thé?

Ri ¢6 sao nhang khi nhin thiy Will di t6i phia c6 va i tré, theo sau khoang hai muroi mét i Cleo va Abbie. Wil trong 16 rang 1 rt tirc gian.
“Ho da tim ra anh r6i d4y.” Fia tu hoi liéu trong sau tham, Cleo ¢ mong Will va ¢6 van con bén nhau khong,

“Trdng ciing ¢6 vé nhur vy nhi?” Anh ta gio tay goi Rob va Molly. “Di ndo hai dira. Bén gidr vé roi.”

“B6 4, bd dén muon.” Rob tur hio vi moi biét xem gio.

“Minh & lai thém duge khdng a?” Molly xin. “Di ma? Bon con dang choi danh nhau!”

“Khong, ta phai vé thoi.” Nhin Ash ngd vire, Will néi véi Fia. “Day ¢6 phai cai gi béo me anh thiy di cling vdi em khong?”
Anh ta that ti tién. Thé ma 6 da timg két hon v6i anh ta ddy. Fia néi, “Bing ddy, t6i d6 bon toi di choi rét vui.”

Nam pht sau, sau khi c6 da 6m hon tam bi€t bon tré, Will dwa Molly va Rob di bd qua bai co toi bai dé xe bén Ngoai quan ruQu.
Ash nhin ba ngudi di. “Néu tay d6 khong co méy dira tré di cing thi to da dap vor miii hin ro1.” Cleo n6i, “Té s& ¢ vii cho cau.”
Sau mdt ngdy chyp rat nhiéu anh bang méay anh k¥ thuat sb, Fia noi, “Con t6i s& d6 anh cho 1én mang.”

Chi c6 Abbie suy nghi vé& chuyén khac. Khéng con lo vé chuyén ctia Will, ¢6 néi lo dang, “Toi nghiép Georgia.”
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Toi t6i thir Ba thi thoi tiét dep ctia cudi tuan chi con B ky tre moy nhat xa xam Nheo rrﬁt trong ra ngodi cira s6 phong ngi, Abbie run ray nhin mra doi
xuong va cac canh cdy sau nha bi mura gié dap vii nghiéng nga. Kho than Cleo, ngay dau tién quay lai lam viéc, n6 s€ phai chd cd mot xe day thuong
nhan ra san bay Gatwick.

C6 cam thiy i 16i, boi vi it nhét ¢6 ciing duroc kho rao, 4m ap va thoai méi, va nhu thé chura di dé c6 thiy hanh phiic sao? Nhung chua du. Pau kho
khon ngudi gios trd thanh mot phan khong the tranh khoi trong doi ¢d va ¢6 bict song véi ¢6 cling chang vui ve gl. Co cling khong biet lamsao Cleo ¢6
thé chiu dung dugce c6. DA dén luc ¢o gidi quyét van d€ ctiia minh va nghi vé twong lai. C6 khong thé cr bat ép nguoi ta méi duge. Co ciing can phai tim
mot cong vic khac.

Abbie mic nguyén 4o khoéc ngi xubng cau thang. C6 s& pha mdt cdc tra, cudén minh trén sofa xem ti vi 6 gi hay ho khong.

C6 xem dugc non nita chuong trinh Britain’s Got Talent thi chudng ctra reo. Mot nha ao thudt dién 10 Vira méi - 15 rang a - cat bo mot canh tay bang
cua tron. Khan gia dong loat ha hoc miéng kinh hoang khi thay méu phun ra tung toé trén san khau. Abbie ciing hoang hot khi ¢ mo ctra thay Des
Kilgour dirmg bén ngoai, udt nhoét va ta toi vi gio.

“Abbie? Anh vao duoc khong?”

C6 ludng Ir. “Dé hm gi?”
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“Anh can n6i chuyén véi em.”

“Des, t0i khong nghi thé.” Trdi dt, c6 phai anh ta t6i ddy dé n6i véi cd | anh ta van yéu c6 khong? Tim ¢6 dép nhanh hon vi lo ling, “That déy, khong
c6 gidé ndica.”

“Nghe ndy, khong giéng nhur 1n trude dau. Khong lién quan gi ca.” Anh ta dimg lai, 10 rang dang xau hd. “Chi i ¢6 mdt chuyén... anh moi phét hién ra.”
Abbie Irong hr. Des 1 ngudi t6t; khong phéi i ¢6 so sét gl anh ta.

“Di ma,” anh ta nhic lai.

Cb thao day xich mo cira ra. “Buoc roi.”

Nude mura nho xubng tir 40 khodc ctia Des dong thanh viing trén san lat gd. Ngdi lai xudng sofa va quin chiit 4o khodc ngii quanh minh, Abbie n6i,
“Thé c6 chuyén gi day?”

Des van dimg trude 10 sudi, tay thoe sau vao tii. “Vay em van nghil Georgia ki ngwdi néi véi Tom vé chuyén hai ching ta?”

Ching ta. C6 wéc gi anh ta khong ding tir d6. “Chéic chéin 1 con bé Georgia thoi. Dau c6 ai biét nira.”

“Khong phéi con bé dau.” Anh ta Fic dau, khién Abbie thiy budn non.

“Vay y anh 14 sao? La anh n6i a?”

“Troi dat, khong!” Des choang vang ndi, “Tét nhién khong phai 1 anh rdil”

“Thé thi 13 ai? Ai viét I thur d6 dé trén kinh chéin gié ctia Tom?”

“La Glynis.”

“Céi gi co? Glynis & cira hang 4?” Khong hiéu gi ca. Lam sao Glynis phat hién ra dugc? Khong thé ndo.

“C6 ta khong rinh md gi ca. C6 ta chi... nghe thiy thoi.”

Abbie van khong thé tin dwoc. “Va ¢b ta ndi rd v6i anh thé a?”

“Huw 1n6i,” Des n6i. “C6 ta m6i ké cho chong tdi qua thdi. Chiéu nay anh ta dén gip anh, nghi o anh nén biét.”

“Sao lai ra nong ndi ndy dugc nhi?”

“Lado }5i clia anh.” Anh ta ling ting ddi tir chn no sang chan kia. “Lic éy Glynis dang lam trong ctra hang thi chudng dién thoai reo. C0 ta nhic miy
nghe thay ching ta ndi chuyén véi nhgu_ Anh bict, anh bict lam sao laira n()ng’néi nay,” Des v0i va noi tiép. “/Anh da tim hiéu ra. Tru(’g'c khi em vao van
phong anh sang hém d6, anh dang c6 goi dién cho Huw ¢ nha. Roi khi em xuat hién va ching ta ndi chuyén chic 1a anh da tinh c& nhén...” Anh ta dap

tay vao tti 40 chd hay dé dién thoai dé mb ta cho 15. ... vao nit goi lai. Glynis nhic méay nghe thiy chuyén gitta hai ching ta. Anh nghi chuyén a 4y nghe
nhu ching ta dang ngoai tinh the sur vAy. Va 6 ta rit thang thén, em biét ma. Pidu d6 im ¢ ta bi sée. C6 ta khong mubn trd thanh ngudi dua chuyén,

nhung ¢ ta nghi Tom xtimg dang dugc biét chuyén gi dang xay ra sau hung minh.”

“Oi troi.”” Abbie vudt mit khi ngim md thong tin. Nghe ciing ¢ Iy.

“Xin 16i em. Nhung anh phéi néi véi em” Des cao tay vao mai toc do sang, “Huw ciing cam thiy rit t& vé chuyén nay.”

“Puoc rdi. Camon anh. It nhit thi bay gio ta da biét roi.”

Khi ¢6 tién anh ta ra cira, Des n6i, “Moi ngudi & chd im déu nhé em, em biét ddy. Khong chi minh anh. Néu mudn thi em c6 thé quay lai tir ngdy mai.”

“Camon anh. Nhung thé thi s& kho khan JAm. Toi khong thé.”” Abbie biét ring Tom s& khong chip nhan c6 nira, nhung p,hé.n mé tin trong ¢ khong cho
¢6 nghi tdi kha ning quay lai cho 1am véi Kilgour phong trudng hop Tom phét hién ra ngay vao lic anh dinh thay d6i quyét dinh.

Cay cbi kéu ring ric dung dua nghiéng nga, 14 xody tron nhur chong chdng khi con bio gim gio quanh ¢6. Bémnay tit ca moi nguoi déu ¢ trong nha.
Chiéc 6 cta Abbie bi gi6 thoi Jat ngwoc; tir bo c4i 6, ¢ dé mura tap vao mat. Sau vai phut, ¢ da vé nha cii ctia minh. Lic d6 1 mudi mot gid nhung
nhiéu dén van bat. Ma thoi tiét khing khiép dén thé nao ciing khong sao, ¢d dau dinh di vio trong.

Ma chic gi ¢o da duge moi.

Abbie thu hét can dam. C6 con khong biét Georgia c6 & trong khong, Biét d4u con bé ra ngoai rdi. Ma ¢6 chi dinh ndi chuyén voi Georgia thoi.

Adrenaline suc soi trong tinh mach co. Oi cha, chi con mdt céch dé timra thoi.



Nhung chinh Georgia 14 ngwdi ra mod cira va choang vang ra niit khi nhin thiy c6. “O, b chéu khong & nha.”

Tt qua. “Khdng sao, ¢d mudn gip chau co.” Abbie dé y thiy miéng bang ciru throng trén tay Georgia.

Mo ctra rdng hon, Georgia budc sang mdt bén néi, “C6 vao nha dida.”

“Khong, trm, ¢6 khong dinh thé...” Khi Abbie ndi, mbt con gié manh thoc vio Abbie tir phia sau, ti nita thi im c6 ngi.

Georgia doc dugc y nghi ctia c0. “Khong sao dau, me chau ciing khong c6 nha. Chau & mot minh thoi.”

Nhe nhdm, Abbie néi, “Thé thi dugc.”

Phong khéch con im dd hon bao gio hét. Georgia nhéin nho dau don khi nhic cai ban 1 hoi Ién.

Pugc 16i, phai gidi quyet cho xong chuyén ndy trude khi Tomva Patty quay vé. Abbie vio dé ngay. “Nghe ndy, c6 dén dé xin 16i. C6 da budc i chau
1n6i cho Tom biét Ve chuyén.... chau biét dy. Va chau da n6i v6i ¢ 1 chau khong aim vay, nhung ¢6 khong tin chéu. Gior c6 biét 1 khong phéi chéu noi.
C6 da sai va co rat, rat xin I0i.”

Georgia nging 1. Con bé can than dung cai ban 1 1én ndi, “Vay thi 1 ai?”

Abbie giai thich vé nguoi viét thur niic danh va Iy do ho viét ménh gidy d6. “Cé nghi luong tAm ciia Glynis im ¢6 ta day durt, boi vi c6 ta biét c6 nghi d6
1a chdu.” C6 lac dau nam chit c4i 6 t4 toi. “Duisao thi chuyén 1a thé day. Va co xin 16i.”

“Camon c6. Nhung déng ra 6 phai tin chau.” Georgia vira trong c6 vé nhe Iong lai vira budn ba. “Chau 1a nguoi rat trung thue.”

“C6 biét. Va khong c6 gi ¢ hon  bj budc ti vi vige minh khong am. Chinh vi thé co moi t6i ddy ndi voi chau, vi ¢ cam théy rit &y ndy...” Giong Abbic
lac di con Georgia nghiéng dau va mit giot murdc mat roi xuong cai cau 1a. Mot giot, roi - dop - mot giot nita. “Oi thoi ndo, ding khdc. Chau khong lam
gisaical”

“Biéu d6 khong hoan toan ding, phai khong a?” Ngang cim lén, Georgia ndi run rdy, “Chéu da phé hong moi thtr. Chéu déng ra khong nén t6i day.
Théo ndo cd ghét chau, nhin xem chuyén gi da xdy ra tir khi chdu xuat hién. Chau da huy hoai ca cuc doi cd.”

Oi troi dat. Abbie hoang hét. “Chau khong phai... chau khong hé...”

“Diing I chéu ma.” Miéng Georgia run 1én vi ¢ kim nurée miit. “Chéu dau 6 ngu ngbe, chau biét chuyén nay voi 6 kho khéin thé nao. Chau da pha
héng moi chuyén va chau xin 161... néu chau khong téi day thi ¢6 va bo Tom van con ¢ bén nhau.”

Khong thé chiu thém gidy ndo nita, Abbie lao tdi. Georgia hirc 1én mot tiéng dau kho va khuyu vao tay co.

“Oi chéu yéu, ding khoc, thoi ndo.” Mot cuc nghen dng Ién trong c6 hong Abbie khi ¢ vong tay 6m con bé.

“Oai...” Gidt nay nguoi, Georgia riit c4i tay dang quan bang ra.

“Cb xin I6i, ¢6 xin 161.” Binh tha con bé ra, Abbie nhan ra ki ¢6 khong thé. Georgia dinh chit vao c6 nhur chirkoala con. “Va chau khong nén tu trach
minh. C6 moi la nguoi pha hong moi chuyén. Khong phai 16i tai chau... 6i troi, g0 chau lam ¢6 cing khoc 10i ndy... nghe ¢6 ndy, chiu khong lam gi sai
ca.” Nude mét ¢d roi xudng toc dira con gii cd khong bao gio ¢ duge. Co vudt méi toc murot nhur Iya ciia Georgia va vo vé n6 nhu mot dira tré.
“Dimg khoc. Troi dat, nhin c6 voi chau nay. Néume chéu vé ic nay thi me chau s& nghi sao chir?”

“Me chau khong vé& dau. Me chau dang 6 BS Pao Nha co.”

“Caigico?”

Georgia khut khit lau khudn mét nhoé nrde mit. “Do 1 me chdu va chau yéu me, nhung séng voi me diing 14 &c mdng, Chau bao me chau phai di thoi.”
“Me chau di Bb Pao Nha rdi 42 Nhung ¢6 twdng ban trai me chiu da dudi me chiu ra khoi nha rdi ma.”

“Ted da am vay. Chi Ay 1 ban trai moi nhédt. Gid me chéu quay lai voi Christian, nguoi trude ca Ted y.”

Abbie hiéu ra. “Thé b6 chéu dau?”

“Bb ¢6 vide dudi Bournemouth nén 6 lai d6 vai ngdy. T6i nay chi ¢ minh chéu ¢ dy thoi”

“Con tay chéu thi sa0? C6 chuyén gi xay ra thé?”

“Bibong ban 1a.”

“Dé ¢6 xemnao.”



Georgia mién cudng théo bang ra.

“O4i.” Abbie nhian mét khi nhin thiy vét bong hinh tam giac tham tim trong ldng ban tay con bé.

“Chdu biét. Chau c6 t6m céi ban 1 roi iy m.” Georgia n6i vé cham biém, “Chéu thong minh thé ddy.”
“Sao chau con cam ndi ban 1 nita?” Han 1 dau ghé im

Georgia chi nhitng i quan 4o la figt. “Thi ddy. Viéc van phéi lam cho hét va chéu khong thé dé moi ngwoi thét vong duge. Chéu nghi hom Chu nhat dé
di choi voi bo, nén hdm qua chau phai 1a muoi tdm tiéng lién. Ma chau van chua lamxong,”

Con bé xanh xao, dau d6n, tinh than kiét qué, than xac ri roi. Abbie ndi, “Oi chéu yéu, nhin chiu kia,” rdi cdi 40 khodc ra.
“Khong sao dau, c6 khong can gitip chéu dau.” Mit Georgia lai ang ang nude khi nhin thiy ¢6 xén tay 4o Ién.

“Cb biét la khong can. Nhung cir dé c6.”” Abbie cudi voi con bé dang ra co da phai rat tyr hao duge goi ki con gai. “Va ¢6 s& lam cho t6i lic ndo ciing
duoc. Néu chau nuon lam gi d6 ¢6 ich thi di dun mdt am nurde di. Co mudn uong tra.”
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Chuwong 50
“Chao cd, ¢d ¢6 qua nha dugc khong? Chéu co cai ndy cho ¢b dé camon ¢d vé chuyén hom trude.”

“Oi chau yéu, chau khong phai lam thé dau,” Abbie cam dong khi nghe giong ctia Georgia; thit an 1ong khi nghe tiéng con bé vui vé trd lai. “Chéu khong
phai mua qua cho co dau.”

“Ha, qua mudn roi, chau mua rdi. Chéu l4i xe tai mang qua ciing dugc,” Georgia n6i, “nhung minh chau thi khong vac dugc.”

Mot cy nguyét qué trong chiu hay chiéc ban déit ngoai virom, hay lo hoa khong 10, hay mdt con c4 sdu bing gom to nhur thit? V6i Georgia thi ai ma biét
duoc? Khi Abbie tdi nha va gio tay nhan chudng cira thi ctra bat md va Georgia 6m choang lay co.

“Chao c0, chau phai di day! Qua ctia c6 & trong phong khach... chiu hy vong cd thich!”

Va con bé di mét. Xe tai phong tht nhanh trén con durong nhé va dau gbi Abbie nhiin nhw mi Y. Boi vi mén qua ctia ¢6 khong con & trong phong khach
nita. N6 da budc ra hanh lang,

“Anh vira dugc con gii trao ddi rit nghiém tiic,” Tomnéi. “Va nd da gidi thich cho anh nhitng diéu m anh nén du chin chin dé ty giai quyét.”

Abbie cang tléng cuc do. Giong Tom khong duogc binh tinh Bm Anh khong mic bo dd di lom byi bam ma van quafm jean sach Ve‘t‘éo so mi soc xanh luc
pha xanh dwong ¢6 da tang anh hoi Gidng sinh. Nhin vai anh la ¢6 biét anh khong thoai mas; anh chua bao g ¢6 the tur nhién n6i vé cam xtic ctia minh.
C6 nhe nhang noi, “Nhitng di€u gi co?”

“0, anh khong biét....” Tom fiém moi ngudie nhin trin nha. *... nhitng thir nhu | anh nhé em rét nhiéu va anh yéu em va hai tuin qua i khodng thoi gian
kho sé nhét trong doi anh...” Gio anh d& ndi, thi 161 ctr n6i nhau tuén ra. “Va anh c6 thé ti€p tuc to ra ki€u hanh ma dau kho, hodc boé qua chuyén cii va

ndi voi emréng anh khong thé séqg th@é’u emdurgc. Boi vi nhing chuyén khac khong con quan trong nira, d6 la mot sai 1am, va anh chi nudn ching ta
duO'c songnhu truo‘c dA ”Anh lac dau Anhda cu XU thai qua. Anhnoi a anhkhongthe tha thu cho em, nhung do Chl la gian ca chemthot thoi. Va

phéi hanh dong ngay bay gio. Chi vi long kleu hénh ngé ngAn ma anh chan chir.” Lan nay giong Tom dit quéing vi qua nhiéu cam xtic. Anhthat ngu ngbe
va anh xin 16i, ¢6 & anh da tri hoan qué lau va co thé em da thich cudc séng doc than moi me dén timg giy phit. Nhung anh yéu em rit nhiéu, anh thue
st yéuem Va néu em muon quay lai, em s€ khien anh tré thanh ngudi hanh phiic nhat doi.”

Abbie gurong cuoi ngap ngimg. Pdy a Iy do ¢6 da danh ca cude doi yéu anh. Tom thanh thurc, sdng co nguyén thc, chung thuy, va manh me. Anh co thé
kho thé hién tinh cadm ctia minh nhung diéu d6 chi Iam cho 161 I§ thém déc biét khi anh thyue sy néi ra. Hong that lai, ¢6 noi, “Anh c6 chic vay khong?”

“Anh chic chéin m.” Anh git dAu, van nhin c6 chidm chi. “Va em ciing s& khién cho Georgia vui nita.”
Chuyén nay 1 thue u? C6 lao ngudi vao vong tay anh va An ndy Tom mdi 1 ngudi rung rung, Tom, ci ngudi khong bao gior khoc Ay.

“Em ciing xin 16i. Emda cau cho chuyén ndy chua bao gio xay ra nhung sw da 10i. Em da phét dién 1én vi dau khd va méc mot sai lim lon. Nhung em
khong ngt voi Des Kilgour, emthe 1a em khong lam vay...”
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“Suyt, khong sao dau. Anh tin em, anh chi mudn em quay lai thoi.”

Lang lang vui sudng, Abbie hon anh. “Em nhé anh nhidu im. Em mudn quay lai hon bao gios hét.”
Anh siét chit ¢6, xtc dong dat dao. “Thé thi t5t. Va s& c6 vai thay d6i trong nha nita.”

Anh dang dat ra lut 16 ddy a? S& c6 thém céc nguyén tic 42 Abbie ngac nhién hoi, “Thay dbi gi co?”
Tom budc ki lai nira budc kéo cd vao phong khach. “Xem nay. Em thdy c6 gi khac khong?”

Cai gi khc co? Va 10i ¢ nhén ra. Oi trdi dat! Khong con quan 4o treo khép noi, khong con tii ddy kic k&, khong con céi ciu k dgt ngay trude i vi. Can
phong lai sach s&, thoang dang nhu trude khi Georgia chuyén tdi. Trong nd that trong trai..

Tim Abbie dap manh so hi. Ban ning dau tién ctia c6 1 s hii. Oi khong, day chic chén khong phai diéu c6 mubn, “Georgia di 42 Con bé chuyén ra
ngoai roi a?”

Tom nhin ¢6 cham chi. “Néuné chuyén di thi c6 5t hon khong?”

“Khong! Em khong mudn né chuyén dit”

Anh nhe nhdm nd nu cuoi. “Vay thi t6t rdi. Con bé s& khong di dau ca.”

Abbie chi tay quanh phong, “Thé cac thir... dau rdi?”

“Em biét Georgia m, né khong tri hodn dugc. Mot trong sé khéach hang cua n6 ¢6 van phong quang cao ¢ Cheltenham. Anh ta nhan n6 lam nhén vién 1
tan. Tir gio' tr¢y din giao cho Ethel va Myrtle Manson la quén éo ¢ nha hai dra. N6 s& chi di nhan va giao hang trude va sau gior lam viéc thoi. The thoi,
moi chuyén déu On thoa. Ching ta lay lai duoc can nha ctia minh.”

“Va emco lai duoc ché)ng minh.”” Abbie vudt ve khuon mit qua di than thudc d6i véi co.

“Va anh ¢6 lai duoc ngudi vo xinh dep ctia minh.” Hon rdi lai hon ¢6 1an nita, Tomnoi, “Day moi ding 1 két thic ¢ hau nay.”

Mt tiéng sau, dién thoai ctia Abbie rung, Mim cudi khi nhin thiy tén nguoi goi, ¢6 nghe méy ni, “Chao chau.”

“Chéu d cho méi, gid chau khong thé chd thém gidy ndo nira. Sao rdi a?”” Georgia hoi.

Kién nhin chura bao giov i diém manh ciia con bé.

Abbie ndi, “May gty chau vé nha, véi ca tdi nay chiu mubn an moén gi?”?

“Hoan ho! Moi chuyén lai binh thuong dia?’

“Con hon ca binh thurong, Nho ¢ chéu ddy. Thé moén ga nuéng duoc khong?”

“Pugc a! Kém theo rit rét nhidu khoai tay nuréng nhé. Va cd dé phén thit nhdi riéng ra dwoc khong? Boi vi...”

“Puoc rdi, ¢ biét rdi.” Abbie nhan ra réng camxuc c6 dang c6 chinh Ia tinh yéu vo diéu kién. Niém hanh phiic vo bién ctia co. Ném chit tay Tom, ¢
ndi vao dién thoai, “Boi vi thit nhoi dé gion lic nao cling ngon hon.”

Thé nay that ging nhur di t6i Carbot Circus dé nmua §émtung troi nhung lai phét hién ra i tit ca cac cira hang déu déng cira. Fia, md dai nghe churong
trinh ctia Ash, khong tin vao tai minh khi nghe thay tiéng ctia mot nguoi hoan toan xa la.

C6 phéi ai d6 da chuyén kénh ma khong n6i gi véi c6? Khong, d6 van k kénh BWR. Troi dét, g phét thanh vién dang thao thao bit tuyét vé viéc xép
hang trong siéu thi nay 1a ai thé? Han thAm chi con khdng budn curdi nita co! Han lam gi trong chirong trinh ctia Ash thé? Lam sao han dam!

Cam thiy buc bi khd chiu thi 6 la khong nhi? O cha, qué té. Fia tiép tuc nghe cho t6i khi ké chiém dogt v trf d6 bét dau n6i vé than thiét, *Xin giri i
chao than i t6i tat ca cac ban dang nghe chuong trinh nay, t6i la Max Margason, phat thanh vién thay th cho Ash sang nay. Kho than Ash, anhay bi
mit giong 161! Khong bi€t anh ay da tim & dudi may cai gbi sofa chua, t6i muon biet di€u nay, ha ha ha! Khi mat chia khod xe t61 hay tim thay & may cho
do!”

Troi dét, hén thit | khé chiu. Nhung it nhat gis c6 biét ¢ chuyén gi xdy ra voi Ash. Viém thanh quén, chang hay ho gi cho phét thanh vién. Kho than, hy
vong anh khong bi nang Iam. C6 E ¢ s& ghé qua tham sau bita trua d€ xem anh c6 céan gi khong,

“Trir khi anh 4y gia v 6m” Max V,?m lién thodng, “Nay Megan. Ciing c6 thé, ding khong? Biét dau dém qua anh Ay choi boi qua da rdi gip mot em tré
trung xinh dep va... cha, khdng muon ra khoi girong sang nay, ha ha ha!”

Lam sao hdn dam néi nhu thé? Pung 1 thing ngu, mdt thing cha kho chiu va kém hai nurde. Fia chira bao gidy mudn tat ai dén thé trong doi.



Ra khoi bép vao gios an trua, Fia ngac nhién khi théyy Ash ngdi & quay rugu. Hod ra anh khong bj dm. Vay c6 phéi la anh d ndi déi sép ¢ dai truyén
thanh khong? C6 phai anh gia vo 0m vi dém qua choi boi qua da khong?

Quan trong 1, anh qua dém véi ai?
“Xin chao.” C6 thdy... khong hén 1 ghen. Thre ra chi mudn biét ma thoi.

Ash nhin lén Vay ngon tay chao lai. Mai toc sang mau cta anh réi buva van con u6t. Anh mic so'mi cbt tong soc tring xanh bén ngoai 4o phdng tring va
quan bo mai. Goi ¢ dén, anh viét nguéch ngoac 1én mot €p gidy nhan mau hong ruc.

Viém thanh quan. Xin chao!

Nhe ca nguoi. Fia biét c6 dang curdi ngd ngin nhung ¢6 khong nhin duge. C6 rat mirng vi dém qua anh khong gip may, mirmg vi anh khong n6i doi.
“To6i biét. Toi co nghe g phat thanh vién kia n6i trén dai sang nay.”

Ash nhuéng may viét: Han him ty 6.

“Nita di”

Anh xé t& gidy di roi viét vao mdt to khac: Han him ty 6.

Fia cudi. “Toi twong anh van phai ndm & nha. Anh thiy thé nao?”

Ash nguéch ngoac: Khong sao! Chi mét giong thi. Gip bac sirdi, dng y ndi toi phai nghi hoan toan.

“Khd than anh.”

Ash khong nhin ¢6. Anh chim chii viét dong tiép theo: C6 bét du nghe churong trinh cia t6i tir khi ndo vay???

Vi miit anh dang dén Ién t& gidy nén c6 khong can phai ngrong do mit. “O, ciing lau rdi. Toi thich im. Téi ¢6 thé nghe nhac ¢b dién nhiing lic khéc
trong ngay. Anh va Megan lam t6i cudi nggt ngh€o.”

Khi anh quéch quac nhitng dong tiép theo, ¢6 nhinra i ¢d Ash dang d6 Ién. C6 & anh bi sot ma khong nhén ra. Fia quan sat anh viét: Tuyét qua!
Nhung t61 hai hude hon Megan.

“Piéu d6 thi khoi phai noi.”

Cudinhe, anh viét: Thé nén t6i moi khong ndi ra.

“Anh c6 d6i khong? An thi c6 bi dau khong?”

Anh gat dau rdi sau d6 Fic dau.

“Vay anh mudn an...?” Fia chi Ién c4i bang viét cic m6n an hom nay bang phin.

Ash Ky hai ngén tré Am simg,

Anh nhin c6

“Xin 1bi. BO. Puoc 1di, voi xa 1t hay ca ri?”

Ash By tay quat Ky quat dé trudc miéng,

C6 cuoi khi chuong dién thoai anh reo. “Mang ra lién. Anh muén t6i tra 10 dién thoai h khdng?”
Anh liéc tén ngudi goi, lic dau viét: Pai dién cta t6i thoi.

Mudi phit sau, quay lai véi dia ca ri, co théy Ash nhin vd dinh ¢6 vé tu h.

“Moi chuyén van 6n chr?”

Anh ngung mot lic, rdi u 4m ddy céi dién thoai vé phia ¢6, y bao ¢6 nén nghe 101 nhén.

Khong phéi i tur ky, anh dang bi sbc. Cé ngudi chét 42 Hay anh vira b dudi viée? Fia dat dia ca ri bd Madras xudng va cam céi dién thoai lén.



“Ash a? Nghe ndy, bén KCL vira hoi toi. Toi vira nhn dugc di¢n thoi tir sép kn & bén déy - ong ta | fan by ctia cdu. Ong ta mudn ciu bay sang bén
do, gap gd moi nguroi, xem cau cd the lam gi cho bén doé duqc; ” Giong tay dai dién ctia Ash ding giong may gi dai dién, ’thém tram, manh mg, ki€u sanh
s0i xy dyng danh sach khach hang Ion. Loi ni ctia ong ta khien cot song Fia ring minh 6n lanh. “Nhung ho thure sy mu6n ¢6 cu, nén vu nay ¢6 ve 6n
lam roi. Ma ho ciing hira tra nhiu tién im. Cau thay thé nao? Ngon day, nhi? T6i d4 bao ciu la dang thir ma. Goi lai cho t6i nhé. Hen gap cau!”

Fia tit dién thoai di, nudt kho khén. “Cha. Nghe... tuyét qua. KCL & dau?”

C5 liéc vao tor gidy khi anh ghi: Sydney.

“Uc 2‘1?1’ Mgf)t cau hdingu ngéc. Va ¢b biét it rd anh c6 bao nhiéu fan nhiét thanh & Uc; ho van gtri email lién tuc t6i chuong trinh. Ash goi ho Ia Lyc
lrong O-pot ctia anh.

Anh git dau.
Troi dét, nude Uc. Bén kia thé gioi. Siing so, ¢6 ndi, “Toi khong biét 1 anh dinh ra nudc ngoai.”
Anh nhtin vai bét luc.

“Vay thi tot qué. Sydney. Cha.” OK, bt dau ngé ngn rdi, ¢ khong duoc néi cha nira. Fia méo m6 cuoi. “Bién Bondi. Tiée thit nudng. Bia... rdi

ndng...” Oi troi, nghe ¢6 kia, gior co gan nhu dang day anh Ién may bay 4y.

Deborah lai gin hai nguoi. “Fia, ban s ba sin sang goi mon rdi. C6 mudn toi iy ho khong?”

C6 6 mudn khong? C6 tham chi khong biét. C6 chi biét 1 minh dang so' hi dén sap phéat khoc roi.
Théi ndo, binh tinh lai di. C6 lic dAu voi Deborah.

“Khong... khong, khong sao dau, em phyc vu ho bay gio day.”

Ciing nén lim vdy, trurde khi cd im tro hé ngay giita quén rrou ma khong hé hiu tai sao.

Ban dang doc truyén Minh Thur Yéu Nhé, Cleo? dugc tai mién phi tai WWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Doi khi gidc mo liva ta khién ta twong d6 | doi thyre. Va rdi ¢6 nhitng e khéc, hoan toan bat ngd, cude song bong nhién trd nén phi thyre dén mire khién
ta tur hoi liéu rot cude ta c6 dang mo hay khong,

Cleo cham chii nhin Fia vira voi va virgt qua bai c6 dén gap 6. Liic d6 i chin gios sang, mdt ngay ryc néing, cd vira rira chic Bentley do trude khi di
don mit d6i vgr chong ky niém ddm cudi ruby. C6 khod voi nude.

“Xin 16i, c6 n6i gi co?”

“T6i khong mudn anh Ash chuyén sang Uc lam viéc.” Hut hoi va phang phét vé tuyét vong, Fia bat noi, “Yén dé Ia, toi rat thich anh éy nhung anh 4y luon
doi xr rat ky la voi toi... t6i khong bict minh lam sai cai gi nhung 16 rang la anh ay khong chiu duge t61, 161 ¢6 gl d6 thay doi va anh dy c6 vé khac di, t61
ciing bat dau cam thay khac di, nhung moi thir déu ky la va 161 ram, bay gio lai c6 cai chuyén di Uc nay nita, t6i s lam..”

Troi dét. Cleo ngac nhién; c6 chura bao gio thiy Fia kich dong nhur vay. “Vay ¢6 mudn toi gitp gi?”

“Oi troi.” Fia Ita tay vao toc. “Toi chi dinh hoi khong biét anh Ay ¢6 néi gi voi chi khong”

Vé chuyén di Uc 42”

“V& t6i Ay! Toi mudn hoi xem anh Ay c6 noi 1 anh y khong hé thich t6i khong”. C6 dimg lai, rdi Fic dau. “Hay chi c6 nghi 13, sau bén trong, ¢6 thé anh
ay ciing hoi hoi thich t6i... chi biet day, chi da dé t6i con bict duong tinh tiép.”

Cleo do xét Fia that k§, nhin méi toc vang r6i, khudn it khong trang diém, dang vé bdn chon. “Khong hé.”
“Oi. 01"

“Cau ta khong hé ghét c6.”


http://ebookfull.net

“O vay 42" Hy vong loé Ién trong it Fia.
“Cau ta khong hoi hoi thich ¢6 dau.”
“Oi.” Vai Fia ching xudng “Vay diy.”
“Cau ta rat thich ¢6.”

Sur bbi 161 lai quay lai. “Cai gi co?”

Thie tinh, lam sao nguoi ta c6 thé mix quang thé nhi? Cleo n6i, “Toi trong la ¢6 biét rdi chir! Didu ddy qua 16 rang, Toi tuong co doan ra duge nhung
chi ¢0 t0 ra lich sy va gid vo nhu khong hé hay biét.”

Fia ngac nhién. “Anh 4y 1 t6i di! Anh Ay hiém khi néi voi t6i. Anh Ay tham chi con khong thém nhin t6i!”
“O kia?” Cleo nhin Fia vé “sao ¢6 ngdc thé”. “Ngudi nhit nhat thi nhu vy n.”
“Nhit nhat 4?” Fia siing sd che tay trude miéng, “C6 1an anh dy néi trén dai 1a minh nhit nhat. T6i twdng anh Ay dia.”

“0 &.” Cleo ngoac miéng cudi rdi Fic dau. “Tir ngay dau gip c6 Ash da chét mé chét mét ¢6 rdi. Toi ciing mubn néi cho co biét Fim nhung cau ta doa s&
bam t6i thanh ttrng manh. Ma n6i thure thi t61 khong bao gior nghi 3 ¢6 s€ thich cau ta. C6 chi quan tAm t6i Johnny co con gi.”

“C6 thé lic dau 1a vay. Nhung ¢6 nhing chuyén khong bao gios thanh dugc phai khong chi?” Fia nhin vai, than nhién gat bo y nghi d6. “Du sao thi bo
qua chuyén d6 di. Ta ndi vé Ash nhé. T6i nén lam gi day?”

Cleo wdc gia nhur ¢6 ciing ¢6 thé yéu ngudi khac va day Johnny ra khoi cude doi co d& nhu Fia. Dang budn 13 hin ¢6 vé s& mic ket trong diu ¢b méi
méi. Nhung bay gio tam quén diéu d6 da; néu c6 ai i dwong tinh duyén tric trd hon c6 thi d6 chinh ki Ash. Day 1 mdt tin bat ngd cho anh.

“De ot. Clr ndi voi cau ta.”

“Oi troi dt, tim ctia t61. Toi khong biét minh c6 lam duoc khong.” Fia run rdy tim ngwre khi nghii vé viée d6. “Hai hom i anh 4y khong sang quén ruou.
Ma t6i nay t6i lai phai lam viéc... nghe ndy, chi ndi voi anh ay duoc khdng?”

“Céi gi? N6i | ‘Ban t6 thich cau im” 42 Nghe c6 vé tré con quéa nhi?” Cleo nhin miit. “Chuyén nay tw ¢6 noi s& tot hon nhiéu.”

RG rang ki mit tinh thin, Fia ngip nglmg nghich nghich day deo dong ho. “Co diéu tdi khong biét minh 6 am dugc khong. Chéc toi cir dé mac nhu thé
mot thoi gian. C6 € dén cudi tuan...”

Thyre B.. imsao ngudi ta ¢ thé Bim thé duge nhi? Khong phéi ngurdi chan chir - it nhét k khi ¢6 tin vui - Cleo kéu n, “Pay B tin vuil C6 phai la dién
vao gidy khai thu¢ dau. Co6 phai noi ngay voi cau ta dil”

“T6i biét, nhung chuyén nay hoi bat ngd.” Fia tho dc ban Iii. “Toi can phai nghil xem nén ndi thé nao.”

Thoi, tan chuyén thé dé roi. Chic chin phéi can dén modt ¢t hich tir phia sau. Suy nghi that nhanh, Cleo n6i, “Cé diéu ¢6 khong thé tri hoan lu hon duoc
nita dau. Bai vi dén lic do thi mudn qua. Co phai lam ngay bay gio!”

Mt Fia mo to. “Tai sao co?”

“Boi vi cdu ta dinh bo viée, co khong biét 42” Cleo lic dau ngodc ngén tay sau  lung hy vong trét lot. “Céu ta bao t0i hom qua, i rang ching c6 gi git
chan cdu ta & ddy nén cdu ta nén sang Uc thi hon. Ma cu ta ¢6 ndi gi voi co vé ong sép khong?”’

“Khong, 6ng Ay lim sao?”
“Ho khong wa nhau! Va Ash dinh s& tir chirc ngay trong chwrong trinh truc tiép sang nay... C6 troi m6i biét cau ta dinh néi g
“Anh dy dinh lam thé hom nay 42" Fia nghen ngo vi séc.

“Vio cudi churong trinh sang nay. Cdu ta noi s xa ra hét nhirg b xtic yé cach 6 chirc & phong thu. Toi bao nhur vay s€ gy réc rdi nhung Ash khong
quan tim nita, boi vi cau ta ding ndo ciing di thoi.” Cleo néi mot mach hét ca hoi. Troi dat, co quéa gioi.

Fia nhin dong ho. “Chin gior murdi phit roi. Oi troi dat, chi phai ngin anh 4y lail”
“C06 phai nggn chin cau ta lai,” Cleo néi.
“T6i biét lam thé nao day?”

“Goi cho ciu ta. Ngay bay gio.”



“Oi troi dat, khong. Toi khong thé. Goi dién 42" Fia ic dau lia lia. “Khong thé ndo.”

Cleo diit cai voi xudng nhin Fia do xét. Rdi ¢b By dién thoai ra khoi tii quén jean. Cudi cling, ¢6 n6i voi giong kién quyét nhung than mét, “Néu khong
muon danh mat cau ta, thi cd khdng con cach nao khac dau.”

Lo ling va da xudi xudi, Fia thi thim lo sg, “Puoc rdi”

Hoan ho!

Vo trong nhd, Cleo ngdi xubng sofa. C6 4n sé ctia dai phat thanh yu cau dugc n6i chuyén véi Megan. Cude goi dugc ndi rat nhanh.
“Megan 4? Chao ¢b, Cleo Quinn ddy! Nghe nay, ¢6 dd bao gio mudn trd thanh ba tién chua?”

Megan la phat thanh vién giao thong kiém thoi tiét dong thoi ciing 14 ca cimg tuyét voi ctia Ash, lic ndo ciing ham wui. “Chao Cleo! Y chi | vdi cai gy
than va virong mién 42 Di nhién roil”

“Nghe ndy, dirmg cho Ash biét ai dang goi t6i, nhung t6i 6 mdt ngudi ban dang ngdi dy, cd 4y c6 diéu quan trong mudn néi véi cau ta. Ma t6i bao nhé,
hay Fim déy!”

“Thé 47" Megan bi cudn hit ngay tip . “Oi, cho em biét thém dil”

“Khong dugc, ngac nhién thi tot hon, nhung cau ta s& thich diéu nay, t6i dam bao ddy. Vay co cho ¢d Ay ndi sau bai hét t6i dugc khong?”’

Fia hét lén thit thanh. “T6i khong néi ¢ trén dai dau! Toi ndi véi anh 4y bén ngoai phong thu duge khong?”

“Khong, loa ngoai dién thoai bi hong nén t6i khong nghe diroc dau ddy bén kia n6i gi. Nhur thé nay,” Cleo vui vé giai thich, t6i moi nghe thy duoc!”
“Chi 4y dang ndi & phia sau dy 42 Megan néi, “Tén chi dy | gi?”

“Oi troi,” Fia la Ién, “dimg cho ¢6 Ay biét tén t61.”

“Oi khong, t6i khong lam duoc dau! Khong on rdi, ti budn non qua, t6i khong am dwoc dau.”

“0, Fia.” Megan con td md hon. “C6 phai chi dy I dau bép trong quan rrou khong? Ash lic nido ciing n6i vé chi dy.”

“P6 11 vi cau ta yeéééuuuu thim ngudi ta.” Tuoi cudi véi Fia, Cleo ndi, “Nhung chura c6 ai biét dau.”

‘”Tr(‘)i’dét oi, emthich chuyén nay 10 dy.” Megan subt ngay bi Ash tréu choc khong thirong tiéc, o kéu Ién mot tiéng mimg 15, “Chuyén nay s& bu dép
cho tat ca nhitng lan anh ta ddm bao emsinh ra 1a con trai. Lam théi. Chuyén may cho chi ay di!”

Long ban tay Fia nhop nhap md hoi. Qua so hiii, ¢ suyt nita danh roi dién thoai khi Cleo chuyén qua. Lam sao chuyén ndy lai xay ra véi c6?

“Nghe ndy,” Cleo khuyén khich, “%am thé nay con d& hon n6i miit d6i mit ddy.”

Nhung Fia gan nhur khong nghe thiy Cleo n6i i, boi vi Megan dang ndi & tai bén kia, “Chi Fia a? Chao chi, em nghe rat nhiéu v& chi r01' OK, emsg cho
chi én s6ng vao cudi bai hat dang phat song. Chi clr n6i nhitng gi chi thiy can phai ndi v6i Ash, nhung ngiin gon thoi nhé? Va dimg cd nghe giong minh
trén dai, boi vi bon em phét sau hai gidy nén chi s& bi r6i ddy.”

Fia 061, “Puoc 1d1.” Pén mirc nay rdi thi con r6i hon durgc nita sa0? Clr nhu ¢6 dang thoat xac vy. Liéc vé phia Cleo dang ban do kénh trén céi dai ct,
¢6 Iac dau ndi, “Chi dimg nghe dai trong nay. Ma t6i cling khong thé n6i khi chi dimg nghe thé duge. Chi mang vao bep di” C6 khong the chiu duoc
viéc Cleo ding nhin c6 trong khi ¢6 sép tur bien minh thanh trd cuoi cho thién ha.

RO bai hat dang choi trén dai ciing két thiic va bén tai c6 | giong Megan thong béo. “BX k& Leona Lewis va dia don moi nhat ctia 0, va gio ching ta c6
nguroi goi bi mét cho Ash. Va t6i muon tat ca cac ban chil y t6i ngudi ndy, vi theo mdt nguon dang tin cy thi chuyén nay dang dé cac ban nghe lam.”
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“Céi gi ddy?” Ash cu nyr. “Pinh dan dung gi vay? Pimg c6 n6i i lai c4i ong bac sitam Iy trj liéu im diéu Jan trudc nhé, goi tir Arizona sang ddy bao i
...

“Khong phai béc si tAm Iy tr ligu dau,” Megan ngiit 10i. “Thuc ra cude goi ndy tir mdt b gdi tén k Fia, ma t0i tin |a anh quen ddy. Chao Fia! O, va t6i ¢
thé théy | Ash vira d6 mit tung bimg!”

“Anh 4, | em ddy.” Fia nhan thdy | miéng minh n6i ra 1oi nhung dAu ¢ thi nhur bi danh bong 1én trong miy xay sinh 5.

“Fia 47" Ash simg sot.

OK. Fia nham mit; c6 phai theo lao thoi, ¢d budc phéi lam vay. Dimg nghi vé nhitng thinh g khéc. Coi nhur by gios chi co hai ngudi véi nhau. C6 hing
gioljg 101 nc'n',’ “C6 chuyén nay, CQ nguodi vira béo emla, um, gmh rat, um, t}ﬁc}q em Va emkhong biég co th?lt nhur V:::fly khc“)ng.,Béi vi néu that thi em chi
muon anh biét 1a em cling cam thay nhur vy vé anh, va emtho 10 vdi anh 1a dé hy vong anh s€ thay doi quyét dinh ve viéc di Ue.”

“Uc 4...” Ash nhéc lai tir d6 nhur bi thoi mién.

C6 khong thé tir bo nita roi. C6 da bat dau, gio phéi két thic. “Nén vé co ban thi em khong mudn anh di.”

Ash ngac nhién, “Tai sao lai khong?”

Fia tic ludi. “Boi vi em s& nhé anh lim. Em khong thé tin dugc minh lai noi diéu nay trén dai. Con néu anh nhan viée & Sydney béi vi d6 1 viée anh thire
sy mong muon thi cfing khong sao. Cir quén nhitng gi vira xay ra di. Nhung néu chuyén ndy ¢6 the tao ra khac biét nao, thi em muon anh bict ki néu anh
c6 quyct dinh s 6 lai... thi em s€ rat mirng, boi vi em thich anh lam lam.”

“Chuyén thich ndy 4y,” Ash néi. “Xin 16i vi t6i hoi lai, nhung t6i biét chéc 1a khong phai kiéu thich gidng nhr ban bé thich nhau binh thuwong chi?”

Fia hit mot hoi dai. “Khong, chéc chén khong phai chi 13 binh thurong,”

Oi trdi o, ¢d thye su ndira roi.

Ash hiing giong rdi khan khan n6i, “Fia, chuyén nay that chi?”

Liéu ¢6 ¢6 lam vy néu chuyén ndy khong that khong? “Dung, 14 thit.”

“Troi dat, khong thé tin dugc.”

Tiéng cuoi bat ra khong béo trude. “Em ciing thiy vay!”

“Chuyén ndy... tuyét qua.”

“Bmbiét. Anh co thuc sy thich em khong?”

“C6. Troi dat, c6 chir. Emkhong thé biét duoc dau.”

“Anh c6 di sang Uc khong?”

“Khong khong, khong, May hém trure anh goi cho ho bao I anh khong nhan cong viée d6 roi.”

Giat minh, Fia kéu lén, “Méay hom truée? Nhung em tudng hom nay anh ndp don xin nghi viée... y em i, o...”

Canh cira bép mo tung am ¢6 bat nguoc tro lai véi thre té. Cleo tho dau vao wui vé n6i, “Ui, xin 16i nhé, t6i dung chuyén day!”

Cai gi co? “Tai sao?”

“Troi. Néu khong thi ¢ dau ¢6 lam thé nay!”

Bén kia QE?lu day, Fia nhan ra Megan va mjt s ngudi khac trong phong thu lic nay dang huyt sdo ho reo. Megan hoan hi ndi, “Oi troi dt, c4c ban
khong biet cd bao nhiéu tin nhan hay email dang duoc guri toi dau - bang di€u khién dang nhdy lién tuc nhur phi thuyén khong gian vay!”

“Nghe nay, anh phai thu cho xong churong trinh d4,” Ash ndi, “r6i anh s& vé nha. Khoang mdt tiéng nita s& vé tdi noi. Lic d6 em & dau?”

Oi troi, ¢ sung sudéng qua. Mot budi sang thit dep, va nd van con chua két thic. Khong thé tit nu cuoi ngo ngén trén mét, Fia vui mimg ndi, “Emsé &
ngay day, cho anh.”

O Doi Channings, Abbie va Georgia nghe doan cudi ctia churong trinh trong im ing, rdi Abbie tat dai di. “Oi chau yéu, chéu budn ma? Co biét chau
thich cu ta thé nao ma.

Georgia chim ngodn tay quanh dia, c4n than nhét hét vun banh mi va xem minh cam tlﬁy thé ndo. Ra I vay, cai chi Fia lam trong quan ruou phai long



Ash. Con Ash, hoa ra 13 d4 thim yéu chi méy thang nay roi. Va gio bon ho d thanh mdt cap, dim dudi voi nhau dén mirc ngudi ta cé thé cam thiy dicu
d6 qua song phat thanh.

Mac du Ash ding tip dan dng con bé thich, nhung vi Iy do nao d6 nd khdng phai tip nguoi anh thich.

Bit cir ai khc ciing s& cam thay thét vong, phai khong? Nhung vin d& 1a dy ching phéi 16 ctia nd. Ly do anh khong mudn ngi véi né khong phai 1 do
16 thiéu hp din hay khong hé khoi goi, ma don gian 1 vi n6 khong phai Fia Newman.

Ma thyc ra biét dugc didu ndy ciing kha d& chiu.
“Chéu thich anh dy. Nhung ciing chi v& van thoi.” Georgia nhiin vai hét toc ra sau. “Ash da co co hdi véi chau nhung anh Ay danh mét rdi.”

Abbie au yém siét chiit vai con bé khi di ra bon rira. “Chéu ding qué thit vong, Chéu 1 c6 bé tuyét voi, 1di chau s& tim duge ngudi khéc. Cau ta méi b
nguoi thiét.”

Georga cuoi, tha long minh. Trong ndm nay n6 da duoc sdng trong mdt ngdi nha moi, cd mdt gia dinh mGi, va hai cong viée moi, véi ai khac thi da 1
qua du cho hién tai r6i. Con bé vui vé ndi to, “Dung vay.”

Khi Ash v& t6i nhé ndim muoi phit sau, Fia dang doi anh bén ngoai nha. Tim anh dap manh khi nhin thy c6, ¢ méic 40 xam véi chin vay, mai toc vang
niu pho phat trong an gi6 nhe budi sang.

Hoi thiéu ling man & chd Cleo ciing & d6, c6 vé rt hai long voi chinh minh. Moi ngudi s& phai nghe di nghe lai doan két nay trong mot thoi gian dai; khi
biét minh lam duge mot viée ding dan thi c6 xur sy rat khing khiep.

Ash tréo ra khoi xe, chi canh cira dé ngd nha c6 mi n6i, “Vé nha di.”

“Miat vui.” C6 néi vé dc thing, “Chuyén ndy déu 1 nho to dy nhé, cau biét ddy.”

“Ciing vay thoi. Tambigt.”

Tuyét chura, c6 bién vao nha rdi. Anh quay sang Fia. D6i mét mau hd phach ctia c6 ip lanh. Giong run run xtic dong, Ash n6i, “Em dep qua.”

Fia nhe nhom thiy 5. C6 khong nén dugc ny cudi twoi. Khong chén chir ¢6 tién t6i hon lén moi anh. Oi trdj, that B ky digu... mdi c6 4m va mém.. b
dang €p sat vao nguoi anh... Nhu phép mau, anh nhén ra rang tat ca sy nhit nhat kho s¢ da tan bién. N6 khong con nira, khong con am t€ liét dau 6c
khién anh gan nhu khong thé nghi chit chua néi gi dén chuyén cat tiéng. Van 6mco, Ash I ra n6i, “Anh khong c6 y ca than gi dau, nhung sao lai c6
chuyén nay?”

“Anh khong qua quan rrou,” Fia noi. “Da ba ngiy ké tir i anh nhn duoc cai tin d6 tir dai dién cta anh. Bém qua em khong ngi dugc vi nght vé anh.
R&i sang nay em qua day gip Cleo rdi chi ay néi 2 anh dinh di Ue.”

“0.” Lam sao anh doan dugc Cleo 1 ngudi dimg déng sau vu nay?

“Rdi chi dy ké hét v6i em vé chuyén anh dinh xin nghi viée truc tiép trén séng phat thanh vao cudi chirong trinh hom nay, néi voi sép ciia anh fiiéu anh
thuc sy nghi vé 6ng ta.” Fia lac dau. “Nén emnhan ra [a em s€ phdi ngén anh lai trude khi anh lam chuyén d6. Co dieu em khong bit Ia chi ay dung
chuyén.”

Ash vubt ve it ¢d. Da ¢6 min nhu lua. “Em that tuyét voi.”

Fia vong tay 6m chit anh. “Va chuyén ddy c6 vé da thanh cong, em thiy em khong thé gian chi 4y qua dugc. Anh ni xem tai sao anh quyét dinh khong
sang Uc nita?”

Anh nhin ¢6 thich thi. “OK,, em c6 thire sw trdng twong duoc canh anh trén bai bién Bondi khong? Mot triéu con ngudi dang chuin da ram néng va mot
con ca voi?”

“Dimg n6i thé. Anh khong béo. A khong,” Fia chinh lai, “anh ¢6 hoi béo mbt chit. Nhung em thich thé. Anh chinh | anh.” C6 mon man ngye anh. “Va
anh chic chan khong nhur ca voi.”

“Anh s& ching bao g c6 bung sau mit,” Ash noi
“Chdng em trude day ciing c6 cai d6. Saumii c6 hay ho gi dau. Cha ém i g, chi cimg nhu d4 va 16i 15m thoi.”
Ash mim cudi. “Vay gios anh thue sy khong mudn céi d6 nira.”

Réi anh cdm tay ¢6 dan qua 16i di nho vao nha. Ly do thire sy khién anh chira nghiém tic nghil @én chuyén nhan vién & Sydney I vi Fia con & day.
Nhung anh s& ndi véi cd dieu do6 sau.

By gior hai ngudi c6 nhitng viée quan trong hon dé m
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Chuwong 53

“Chao cau, 1a t& day.” Ngay khi nghe tiéng hén qua dién thoai, bung Cleo lai c6 cam giac chon ron nhur thirong 1. “Nghe nay, t& mudn nhd cau mot
viée.”

Cleo ngp ngimg; liéu c6 con mudn gitp_ han khong? Tir lic 101 Norfolk sau dam tang, hén va Honor lién tyc di di vé v&. Trén t& Daily Mail hom qua c6
hinh hai nguoi tham gia mt budi trinh dién thi trang danh tiéng & Knightsbridge. Honor trong that 1ong lay trong chiéc vay lua bong do tuoi kiéu nang
tién ca Jam ndi bat nhimg duong cong déc trung cua 6. Johnny méc bo d6 hang hiéu. Béo chi trich dan 1o Honor: “Hy sinh 42 Hy sinh cai gi? Tinh yéu
13 tt ca va chua bao gid t6i thdy hanh phuc nhur lic nay!”

Nho doc méu tin di kém, Cleo biét duroc rang Honor Donaldson da tir chdi mot hop ddng quang c4o cho mdt chién dich my phém 16 tri gia nhidu triéu
d6 la vi cb s& phai t6i Venezuela xa Johnny ba thang lién. Giai thich cho quyét dinh nay, Honor noi, “Chinh ap hrc cong viéc da khién ching t6i chia tay
Jan trude. Ching t6i s& khong dé chuyén nay xay ra lan nita. O bén nhau quan trong hon nhidu so vdi sb tién ban ¢6 duogc trong ngan hang.”

Piéu d6 16 rang | ding, nhung doc ching troi hon tinao. C6 g d6 trong sy hanh phic ctia ngudi khdc, - irm, 1a hanh phiic ctia Johnny va Honor - lam
¢6 thdy kho ma chiu nbi. Du sao thi, quay lai thue t& ndo. Cleo ging hét strc minh. “Gitp gi co?”

Trir khi... s& that tuyét néu hén goi dé ndi chuyén giita hdn voi Honor da két thic va hoi xem idu ¢ ¢6 thé qua d6 gitip hai nguoi dong dd cho cd ta
duoc khong,

Troi dét, dwoc vy thi that 13 tuyét.

Johnny noi, “Téi nay cau ¢ ban gi khong?”

Hirm, céi kiéu cau hoi thé ndy, kiéu ma ta s& phai hira trurde khi biét minh phéi lam gi. C6 khdng mudn bi roi vao tinh thé oai odm cil rich d6.
Cleo cén trong ndi, “Cau mudn t& gip gico?”’

AAAAA

dén m_)t budi khai mac trién Bm t6i nay va hQ s& quyén tién tir th1¢n t¢ hira 13 s& gitip va t6 khong mudn ho phai thit vong”

Ra 14 vay ddy. Co ban 14 c6 s& nhu C6 gii lo lem phai & nha trong khi hin va Honor thudt tha t6i bita tiéc ctia Hoang tir.

“Ttre i cAu mudn t6 trong ¢b cau.”

“Chi vai tiéng thoi. Khoang nira dém t& s& vé. Nhung 1 néu cdu mubn thoi. Néu cau ban thi ciing khdng sao,” Johnny n6i. “Té s& nhd ngudi khac.”

Cleo ngip ngimg; theo nhur cach tri 6¢ ¢6 duoc lap trinh thi ¢6 s& khong thé tir chdi 16i nhd va ctia moi nguoi. PO 1 gen di truyén hay gi d6; hodc 1 co
khong hé ngai ngén gitip nguoi ta hodic 1 ¢6 khong thé gitp duoc.

Hon nita, thue ra thi t5i nay c6 ciing khong c6 ké hoach gi ca. Péap mit hay an ca mot goi khoai ty 1on c6 1& khong duoc coi i ké hoach.
“Thoi duoc, t6 s& gitip. My gid cu mudn & sang?”’

Trong mdt lic khong thay tiéng tra 161, ¢ khong biét co phai dién thoai da ngiit khong, Roi Johnny n6i, “That a? Tuyét qua, cau ding  vi ctru tinh. Tam
g0 ¢d duoc khong?”

Hén da dén ciru ¢6 khi ¢6 roi xudng murong, Tat nhién ¢6 phai gifp lai hén roi. Ma nhd lai vui thi sao. C6 t6 vé turoi tinh, Cleo ndi, “Khéng sao. Tam gio
nhé.”

“O4, hoan ho, chi t6i rdi, chi vao di, cam on chi nhiéu m vi da nhan 1oi giip bon em” Honor chao ¢6 than mit ngoai ctra va déy ¢ vao phong khach.
“Vao ggp co Clarice nay. Ba c6 gia dang thuong, 6 ay hoi ky quic mdt chit nhung c6 ay chi ¢ lai day vai ngay thoi. Pay 164, the nhé!” C6 ta md cir ra
ndi 16n, “C6 Clarice, day la Cleo, chi ay s€ ¢ day voi ¢d toi nay, b tuyét khong?”

“Lam sao t0i biét dugc ¢ tuyét khong? C6 ta ¢6 thé I sinh vat ¢ nhat nhét trén trai dat.”

“A, khong dau,” Honor néi. “Chi dy d& thwong lim, déy nay.”
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“Con t6i thi ky quiic.” Ba c6 ctia Johnny nhin qua diém trén ctia cap kinh o, “Chi yéu 1 do c6 ludn goi t6i 1 ba c6 gid déng thirong, va cur xir nhur t6i
bi diéc dic vay.”

“Chao, thé ndo rdi? Cam on cau da gitip nhé.” Johnny Uia vio phdng, miic 4o khoac vao. Hin gat diu véi Cleo, i véi ba ¢d. “C6 ¢ nha vdi Cleo s& 6n
thoi. Co rugu whisky trong ti va thirc an trong ti lanh. Ctr 1y bat ctr thir gi cau thich. Bon t¢ s€ khong vé mudn dau.”

“Anh yéu, deo gitip em cai nity.” Honor t6i bén Johnny gio soi dy chuyén vang bén nhd ra. Vén téc én va quay cai lung khong chit ti vét lai phia héin,
¢0 ta cho han deo nd vao ¢6 minh.

“Pugc roi, xong.” Hén 1 lai.

“Chiing ta sdn sang di roi"”” Honor né nu cudi ma Cleo thiy quyén rii ching khac gi con cc bi ép bep gi, viy miy ngon tay son sira kiéu Phap cén thin
va noi, “Hen gip hai nguoi sau nhé. Chic vui vé!”

Hai nguroi ra khéi nha va Clarice kh6 khan dap lai, “Chuc vai vé. Gia nhur t61 nhd mang theo may quay nguoc thoi gian.”

B ng6t tam muroi tudi, gay nhur con miim va da gan nhu trong mo. Mii toc bac duge budc lai thanh bui. Ba miic 4o tring tron, vay len xanh nhat va 4o
khoac len xanh ddm hon. Khong trang diém. D61 mit xam khong bo qua cai gi. May vién kim cuong to twdng trén tai va mot chiéc dong ho bang thép to
ning trén 0 tay trai.

Cleo ngdi xudng dbi dién ba. “Chéau rat tiéc vé chuyén cta chi co.”

“Camon. Vang” Clarice git nhe rdi dong quyén séch trén dii lai. Ba ly chiéc kinh io khong vanh ra néi, “Péu tién i Lawrence, i Barbara. Gi chi
con mot nguoi trong sO bon tdi thoi.”

“C6 c6 dinh ¢ day lau khong?”

“Chi vai ngaty thoi. Rdi sau dé quay lai nha dudng lo.”

“Chd d6 thé nao a?”

“Toan ngwdi g thoi. Va ho ctr ndi tiép nhau chét. Cha, hay that. Lai c6 thir dé ni chuyén.” Clarice th dai.
“Néu co khong thich noi d6,” Cleo noi, “sao ¢6 lai ¢ d6?”

“Oi, ¢ troi méi biét dugc. D6 1 y ctia Barbara, khi viéc trong nom cin nha trd nén qué strc bon t6i. Ma chi 4y ¢6 vé thich noi d6. Chi 4y con thiy hanh
phuc khi & d6.” Clarice ding lai. “T6i thi khong nghi d6 1a thién duong.”

“Vay tai sao c6 khong chuyén di?”

“Cai g, bo chay ma gia nhap doan xiéc 4?” Cudi nhe, Clarice noi, “Pang tiéc 1 t6i ciing gid yéu hom hem i, ¢o thdy ddy. Toi bi dau tim, dau khdp, dau
ma‘; da moi thr. bing ddy, v& gid nguoi ngom liéu xiéu thé ndy ciing budn cuoi ddy.” Ba nhin vai du‘ng cAu chuyén. “Ma thoi, n6i vé ti va cai bd xurong
sép rita nat ndy du roi. Sao chiing ta khong néi vé cai gi d6 thi vi hon nhi? Johnny bao t6i ¢6 1a tai xé..

Hai tiéng tiép theo troi véo véo. Trai nguoc voi dy doan, Cleo thie sur rét thoai mai. Clarice ¢6 thé gia yéu hom hem thét, nhung ba rét thi vi, sic sao va
song swong nhur Paul O’Grady{ 1], vi khiéu hom hinh ¢én tinh quéi. Trude thi hoi so phai ¢ voi ba ¢6 ca budi t01, g0 co thiy g vi da nhén 1oi qua
day. Clarice hoi du thir va c6 nhitng 101 nhan xét chua cay. Ba ciing ndi vé gia dinh minh va ké nhitng chuyén rat hay vé Johnny hdi bé.

[1] Dién vién hai, nguoi dan churong trinh ndi tiéng ctia Anh.

“Hoi 10... sdu hay bay tudi gi ddy, 16 ¢6 dén nha t6i choi. Liic t6i dang cho nd thi bt ngd mot con chudt chay qua chén toi Thiéu chit nita thi gay tai
nan! Thé ma thang Johnny n6 néi, “Oi khong, chau quén Ia con Harry van dang ¢ trong tti. Kho than Harry, néu minh ma gy tai nan thi n6 cheét mat.”
Ba ¢6 nay ding I hét thudc chita, nhung chi cén nhéc t6i Johnny 1 d khién 1ong ngyuc ba phip phdng hao himg. Nén cudi, Cleo ndi, “Chuyén do ciing
suyt xdy ra voi chau. Chau 6 mot ong khach ngdi dang sau, dang di trén duong quoc 16 M5 thi 6ng ta ndi, ‘Gio dimg lo ling quéa nhé, ¢6 Quinn, nhung
61 phai canh béo ¢6 1 con réin cta t6i dang trurdn t6i can sb cia co ddy.””

“Ha!” Clarice ti nita thi im d c6c whisky pha nude. “Trude ddy t6i cling cé mdt dong nghiép nhur vay.”

“C6 diéu d6 1 con ran that.” Ring minh nhé lai 1an d6, Cleo ndi, “Va chau con dang chay vai the do mot trim ba muroi ciy sb & kin dudng ngoai cling
nira chir.”

Clarice udng mdt ngum rdi im dim nhin ¢6. “Quinn.... Quinn... tha vi that. C6 phai ¢ kém Johnny vai thang khong?”
Cleo git dau. “Ping rdia.”

“Hirm. Sinh nhat cudi thang Tam ding khong?”



O, hoi d4ng sg. C6 phai ba 14 thay béi khong, “Véng, diing rdi a,” Cleo n6i. “Hai nham thang Tam. Sao ¢6 biét a?”
Clarice tréng c6 vé hai long. “Chiing ta d gap nhau trude ddy rdi, chaua.”
“A, & I tang ciia bac Lawrence. Chau nhin thdy c6 & ddy, va trong quan Hollybush sau d6, nhung ching ta chua c6 co hoi noi chuyén...”

“Khong, khong phéi ic d6. Nhiéu nam trude co.” Clarice thich chi nhin 6. “Théi duge 16i, hoi bit cong cho ¢b. C6 khong nhé dwoc dau. Thue té 1
minh gip nhau trude khi co ra doi”

Cleo ngp ngimg; gid hai nguoi dang tha than trong mot thé giéi ky quic. C6 than trong n6i, “Chau khong hiéu.”

“H01 d6 61 xudng thim Lawrence va gia dinh 6 ong. 4y. Do ay Ia giita thang Tam va nguoi ta dang o chirc hoi cho' mia he trén bi co lang. Ngay hom do
néng dep,” Clarice nh lai. “Rét ndng. T6i dang bé Johnny trén tay con thing bé cir giat c4i mii che néing ra khoi dau.”

Hinh anh Johnny d6i mii ¢t tong che ndng that hay ho. Cleo ndi, “Co ké tiép di.”

“T6i dang ngdi v6i me Johnny thi cd mdt ngudi dan dng tdi gan. Vo anh ta mang thai va dang khé &, boi vi ¢d 4y sdp sinh rdi nhung dira bé trong bung thi
khong con dap nita. Thyc t& 14 ca hai ngudi lo quynh Ién va s¢ phat 6m, nhung boi vi hdm do 1a ngay nghi nén khong c6 bac sindo truc ca. Vaho so'la
c6 chuyén khong hay da xay ra voi dira bé. Nén toi nhan 1oi dén kham cho vo anh ta.”

Cleo cudi cing ciing lién hé ra. “Bai vi ¢6 1a bac si”

“T6i i béc si tur van san khoa,” Clarice sang sang chinh lai ¢6. “Va tén ctia d6i vo chong d6 1 Quinn. Bon t6i vé& nha ho ¢ phia bén kia béi ¢6 va toi
kham cho me ¢, t6i van con nhé tén me ¢d vi nd triing véi tén thur ky ctia ti hoi do. Va t6i da tran an duogc Belinda ring c6 van con song. Thue € 1a toi
da danh thirc 6 ddy va c0 bat dau dap nhu mdt con lira. B6 me ¢4 an tdm hon. Bo me ¢6 mong cho ¢6 lam, ¢6 bict khong. Chuyén la the day.” Hai
long, Clarice ndi, “Va khoang mdt tuan sau, Lawrence goi dién bao cho t6i bict la Belinda Quinn d3 sinh mit bé gai khoé manh. Nén tuy c6 va tdi co thé
chua ndi chuyén véi nhau bao nhiéu, nhung t6i da kich mt ci ra trd cho ¢b dap ddy, va ¢ dap lai ti, ¢6 vé nhu... 6i troi oil” Ba dimg ngay lai. “C6 bé
cua t0i, c0 khoc day a?”

Ngwong nging, Cleo ic du. “Khong, khong phéi dau...” Cleo Iy mu ban tay lau nurée miét trén ma. “Vang, chi mot chut thoi a...”

“Ch, t6i nghi huru Au i nhung ciing nhin ra d6 1 nurde mét ddy. Toi xin 161, ¢d bé, t6i cd ndi gi sai khong? Toi khong ¢b  1im ¢o budn dau.”

“Khong sao dau a, chau dnma.” Cleo guong cuol. “Xin 16i ¢6. Me chu mt e chéu murdi mot tudi, nén chéu rat vui khi nghe co ké chuyén vé me
chau.”

“Me c6 | nguoi t6t. Rt d& chiu. Toi rét vui vi da gitp dugc ho. Thi ndo, ¢6 vao bép Ky gifip ti pho mit va banh bich quy nhé. Roi ta tiép tuc noi
chuyén vé co. O, day nita...” Vién kim cuong lap lanh trén ngdn tay viém khép ctia Clarice khi ba gio chi€e cdc ra. “Rot cho t6i thém chut ruou whisky
I]IE’,”

Johnny va Honor tré& vé ngay trude nira dém

“Bon chau vé& nha rdi!” Honor n6i, va tim Cleo ching xudng, boi vi ¢6 ta n6i nhur that viy. Ravenswood bay gio 1 nha ciia c6 ta, va cd ta voi Johnny da
thanh mdt cdp chinh thire. Mot cap tinh nhin vang tuyét voi cé di moi thir.

Johnny nhin hai nguoi tir ctra vao. “Moi chuyén 6n chir a2”

“Hoan hao. Mot budi tdi mién ché.” V4 tay Cleo, Clarice noi, “Trong ngudi gid ma duoc nhur thé thi khong thé doi hoi gi hon.”

Hén cuoi nhe. “Tét qua.”

“Con hai chau thi sa0?”

“Ciing tot a.” Johnny nhin vai. “Budi t6i thinh cong. Méy burc tranh thi... rit thi vi.”

“Phong cach hién dai,” Honor xen vao. “Co ban Ia, n6 tréng nhu duoe mot I khi say ruou vé ra 4y. Mau bén tung toé. Nhung bon chéu quyén gop
duoc mdt dong tién, chuyén d6 mdi dang ké. Roi, chau lén girong day. Chiic moi nguroi ngl ngon! Hen gap c6 sau, ¢d Clarice!” C6 ta hon gio roi lén
gac nghi.

Clarice ni kho khdc, “Hen gip c6 sau.”
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Chuong 54
“C6 Clarice khong thich ¢ nha dudng ko d6 dau. C6 4y chi chiu & ddy cho ¢ Barbara co ban thoi. Bay gio c6 dy khong can phai & d6 nita.”

Johnny dé nghi dua Cleo vé nha va c6 nhén loi ngay. Dy la viéc hén can biét va c6 ngd rang dit c6 thing thén dén dau thi Clarice ciing ching dammo
s€ tur minh ndi chuyén d6 véi han.

Hin git d4u trim ngdm. “T6 ciing 6 ban khoan nhur vdy.

“Cb 4y goinoi d6 1 phong cho ctia Chia. C6 Ay ghét né Em.”

“Té thé co a?”

“Phai.”” C6 ndi chéc chén.

Johnny thoc sau tay vao tii 40 khoac khi ho di qua dam co udt. “Vay 1 c6 mot chuyén can phai sap xép roi.”
“T6 n6i diéu ny duge khong?”

Trong béng t6i c6 nhan thiy nu cudi 1 md. “Té ¢ ngin duge khong?”

Chi v6i mbt ny hon thoi. Nhung didu d6 s& khong xay ra, nén thoi dimng c6 nghi dén niva.

C6 nbira, “Co cta cau tuyét im. TG rat quy co dy.”

“T6 cling vay.”

“Nhung khi ¢6 4y ké vdi t6 ¢0 dy ghét cdi nha dudng o d6 dén mirc ndo, ¢ hoi la co da nghi dén chuyén chuyen vé ving ndy chua? Va ¢6 dy n6i
khong lam vay duogc vi cdu s€ thay budc phai dén tham cd ay sudt. Co ay khong muon gay phien todi cho cdu va khién cau bi ap luc.”

Johnny dirmg budc. “Cé dy I ngudi than duy nhit con sdng ctia t6. Lam sao ¢6 Ay lai nghi i t& s& bi ap luc?”

“Bai vico éy 16i cdu ¢6 cude sépg riéng va cau khong can mot ngudi thin gia cdi choan mit thoi gian ctia cau. Vay nén gid té moi phai ndi voi cau.”
Cleo nhin han. “Cho du ¢6 y bat t¢ hira khong duoc ndi ra. Nhung t6 ¢6 bict mdt nha dudng ko ¢ Bristol. Mot trong nhitng khach hang thudng xuyén
ctia t& song & d6 va ba ay rat thich noi do6.”

“Va khi t6 6 nha, ¢6 Ay c6 thé t6i ddy choi... s& tién hon khi c6 dy ¢ gan thé.” Johnny ndi, “Nha dudng lo d6 ¢ chd nao? Tén i gi? Cha, bon muoi ndm
troi co ay lam cac bac sitré so chet khiep. Co ay ding 1a mdt ba gia khé chicu, t& khong thé tin duoc la ¢6 Clarice khong mudn tur minh nbi voi t&
chuyén nay.”

“Coa ay giit y im. C6 4 ay khong mubn trés thanh ganh nang” Tran tré cam xtic moi me, Cleo n6i, “Nghe ndy, néu lic ndo cau can to cham gitip 6 ay, t6
s€ san long giip d5.” Oi troi, n6i vy ¢6 am c6 trd nén thip hén khong, bang moi cach phéi c6 sy lién hé voi hén cho dii soi day lién hé a ay mong manh
dén thé nao? Ho vé t6i nha ¢6. Johnny nhe nhang cham vio tay c6 va cti va cham bt ngd dy khién 6 rimg minh vi mong doi don nén bay lau.

Hén nhin xudng ndi, “Gi vay?”

Cleo lic dau bét hrc; ¢o dau thé ctr thé thd 16 tinh cam danh cho hén hay chuyén Honor xuét hién tr lai trong cude doi hén khién ¢6 dau khd nhurong
ndo.

“Khong ¢6 gi. TG on, chi ... cau biét ddy, hoi mét...”

Doi mit den ciia Johnny anh kén. “Y t6 1 tén nha dudng Bo do6 1 gi?”

“Oi troi, xin 16i cau...” May ma troi to; ¢6 nhim chit miit lai va thdy hahi mé ryc 1én. “La nha dudng ko Neild & Clifton, man trén ving Downs.”
“Vé& nha t6 s& ngd qua trang web ctia nd xem sao.” Han dirg lai. “Cam on c4u vé chuyén t6i nay. TS ng cau lan nay nhé.”

No ¢6 cai gi? Mot an hué 4? Mot gidly phit dam me bot phat? Mai lu sau hai nguroi m6i nhin nhau va Cleo khong hiéu héin ¢6 nghi gidng ¢6 khong,
Chuyén gi s& xay ra néu cd ctr giit héin lai ma im t64, cha, lao ngudi vao hin? Va c6 dang tudng tuong ra thé hay hén. ..

“Ahal” Tiéng kéu vang lén trong bong t6i, ngay sau d6 la tiéng chan chay lai gin cling tiéng thé' dbc va tiéng cudi nghén nghet. Ca hai cing nhin thdy Ash
dang chay vé phia ho qua bai co, so'mi soc bo ngoai quan, 6m Fia trén tay lic d6 dang khuc khich hét 1én doi anh tha xudng. Pang trén duong di tir
quéan ruou vé, khong khé doan tai sao ho lai mudn mau mau chong chéng vé nha dén thé. Quan sat ho, Cleo mimg I ho dang hanh phiic ngély ngét,
nhung Ash khong chon ding thoi diém, khién nhimg dammé ciia ¢6 khong thod.

Ma c6 khi vay ciing tht.



“Xin chao!” Cudi toe toct khi gip Cleo va Johmy, Ash tha Fia xu6ng nhung van 6m ¢6; gan nhur khong tach roi nhau sudt may ngiy qua, cir nhur thé
tach nhau ra 1a khong chiu n6i ay.

“Xin chao.” Johnny gat dAu, cudi nhe n6i, “Roi, t& phai quay vé day.” Hén nhin Cleo, nét miit kho doan. “Cam on ciu lan nita nhé.”

C6 ¢b roi anh mét khoi miéng hén va ty nghe minh dang n6i vui vé nhur mt nit hudng dao sinh tré tubi, “Cé gi dau. T6 rét thich bubi ti nay. Nigi ngon
nhé!”

Ash vira siét chit eo Fia vira lim bam, “Chuyén ndy chura xong dau.”
Fia cudi, thi thAm lai, “Va chuyén sip xay ra con hay hon nita co.”
Troi dat, nhitng ké moi yéu. Bon ho im ngudi ta phat 6m

Tir phong ng da tat den, Cleo nhin Johnny di b qua bai co vé& Ravenswood. Va tr& vé voi Honor Donaldson, vi dudng cong khon cudng va rat co
thé dang khoa thin nam trén cai giuong cd dai.

C6 ciing chura nhin thdy bao gio, nhung ¢6 dam cé 1 giwdng d6 phai ¢ dai.

Tir nha bén vong sang tiéng la 1on i ﬁépg cudi ngin nggt. Cleo Hy hai tay vudt mit quay lung lai cira s6. That chang vui vé gi khi thdy minh khong duoc
can dén, khong duoc yéu thurong, va giong nhur ké thir ba trong chinh ngdi nha ctia minh.

Tamngay vira rdi nhur mdt con bdo cong viée. Hay & chd, Cleo phét hién ra, 1 né khién cho dau 6c ¢0 bén bju khong v6 vong mo' turdng vé lan gip g
khong nhur y wira r0i v6i Johnny LaVenture tru6e khi hin va Honor bien mat khoi ling. Cha, n6 gan nhu ngan ¢6 mo' tuong ve han. D6 & ch5 co mét il
nguoi, va hom nay lai 1d mdt ngay rét dai. Mot ngiy rét, rit daaaiii. Ma, dang budn 1, n6 chura két thic. Khi ¢ goi cho Graham Cdu kinh ¢d tir chdi ca
Jam thir ba trong ngy, ong ta thong béo véi cd chic nhur dinh dong cot ring c6 khong c6 duoc cai may nin dy.

“Nhung sang ndy t0i t6i san bay Heathrow r6i con gi.” C6 khong hiéu 6ng ta c6 tim khong, “Tdi con t6i ca tiée ky niém I cudi & Devon nira. C6 ai khac
lam thay t6i dugc khong?”

“B6 khi, khong, moi du ra ai nita.” Graham th dai khé chin.” T6i da ndi véi o 1di, ai cling ban ca.”

Cleo van sdng hrg; ¢6 moi 13 rdi khong nhic ndi ngudi. “Thé con chi Shelley thi sao?””

“Phai dua con di chita rang.”

Qua thé dang, Shelley c6 thuc su phai inn vay khong? Saskia moi sau tudi thoi. Chuyén ring loi ctia tré con sau lai phéi lo king trong khi kiéu gi ching
ciing rung nhi?

OK, ¢6 1§ co khong nén 10i c4i 6 ra 1y luan. Chép thuan, Cleo khong tranh caii nita ma tit méy. Méic du bét diu cong viée tir tim gios sing va da i gin
bay trdm cdy sO trong ngay hdmnay, ¢6 ve nhur ¢6 van con phai di ti€p vai tiéng nira. Vi it nhat hon ba tram cdy nita, d¢ dén Phu nhin Rosermary nao d6
tlr nha ba ta ' ngoai 6 Stratford trén dong Avon dua vé nha con gai & Shepton Mallet.

Vi c6 nhitng ngudi don gian I3 khong di tau duoc, cung a.

Cleo c6 thé doan Phu nhan Rosemary trong thé ndo. Trude hét 1 ndi to, kho tinh, héng hach. Ba ta s& ca than vé nhimg chd xéc trén duong, s& trang
diémrat dam va sirc nuée hoa nhire miii, va ba ta s& tha phi phi khé chiu mdi lan bude phai dimg lai & chd sang dudng cho nguoi di bg, boi vi tai sao
nhing nguoi mic vay vai soi nhin tao hay bo do thé thao xau xi nhir vy ma cling dam qua duong...

Oi chao, ctr day mii ciing chang dugc viée gi. Cleo i du quén di; ¢6 rat mét, hrng c6 thi dau, va cude doi co qua té. Nhung nay, cong viée da duoc
xeép lich tir trude va co phai lam thoi. Pang doi o lam khi tré thanh nguoi khong thé thieu duoc.

Mot tiéng sau ¢b gan t6i noi. Khu Compton ndm sau trong ving qué Warwickshire, va rd rang 1 an rt ky. Pin trong mdy dinh vi da can kiét va c6 phai
d6n Phu nhén Rosemary lc tam gio. Cudi cing I t6i ngd 1€, Cleo nhin thay tAm bién chi duong bang £6 hoen gi ma tay chi da bi vin gy - 10 rang la
bon tr¢ con trong ving rét mé miy trd ndy. DO xe bén con dudng hep, c6 vi ngin dé ging tay Ay ban db ra. Ban db khong c6 tiéng ré ré kho chiu nhur
16 bét, khong hét pin, va khong ngimg hoat dong, xéc thire va déng tin ciy va..

Oi trdi chét tiét!
Vi n6 c6 gay xoan voi hai dau nhon c6 thé am rach quan tit khi ta thire s khong mudn chuyén nay xay ra.

Chét tiét, me kiép, thit B ngu ngbe, vao ding ngiy ma ¢6 khong mang theo ddi du phong nio trong tiii. Néu day khong phai I vi du chimg t6 cude doi

¢0 Iuc nay bi dat dén the nao thi c6 khdng biet con vi du no khac nira.

bi tiép’khoéng ba cay s0, s ctru trg xudt hién dudi dang mdt tram xing nho xiu thoi hiu chién. Hai cay xing kiéu cii ndm trén cdi san nho xiu gila hang
dong 16p xe ding roi va 6 t6 gi sét bui bam. Nhung nhod phép mau ctra hang van md. Mot ngudi dan ng béo tron van bd 4o lién quan lam lem dang han
dong co clia mdt cai xe tai cli. Cleo nhay ra khéi xe ndi, “Chao bac, cho t6i hdi duong téi khi Compton véi.”



Ong ta dtmg thing day lau méy ngdn tay chudi méin vio gié. “Nha ctia Phu nhin Rosemary a? Cir di thing dudng ndy, r& phai ¢ 16i r& thir hai, r6i di do
mot cdy nita, co s€ thay cong vao & bén tay trai.”

“Camon. Um, cira hang bac con md khong?”

Nguoi dan ong git dau noi, “Ctr tir nhién.”

Goi 14 cira hang thi hoi qua. Can phong nho xiu ki mdt phén ctia gara va khong khi toan bui An mii xang dau. Trong d6 6 ban bim bim, miy hop sita tiét
tring, vai chai nuréc chanh va dém thimg rau méi hai tir ngoai vuron. Con ¢4 thém ca mot cai gia nhiéu tang chit dong c4c loai tap chi v& dong co, miy
can xang, chai dau dong co, boc tay i co gin, va mot hop dc vit.

Vardi, phép mau thr hai xuét hién, Cleo nhin théy mdt loat mii chéng nudc, 40 mira, va quén tAt.

D6 1 tin vui. Tin budn i tit ca md quan tt do déu day, c& cure Ion va c6 miu da ram néng, Loai dé nhit c6 thé tudng twong duoc.

Cleo quay lai nhin ngudi dan 6ng da di theo ¢6 vao cira hang. “Um, bac c6 loai quén tét khac khong?”

“Khong, rét tic.”

“0. S 1a doi tat t6i dang bi thing, Va miy doi nay thi trong gia qua.”

Ong ta cham mot diéu thude. “D6 1a quan tat ciia vo 161 do.”

FEo oi.

“Oi trdi, xin 161 bac.”

“Ba 4y chét nam ngoai.” Ong ta tho ra mdt dong khoi. “Nén toi nghi nén ban ching di thi hon.”

01 troi dat. ft nhét thi ching van con nguyen dai nguyén kién, vo ong ta chua he X6 vao. “Toi xin Ioi. Toise ly d6i nay.” Cleo nhanh chéng tra tién; chdn
trén trong s& dep hon nhiéu, nhung ddng phuc yéu cau 1 ¢ phai mic quin tit va Phu nhin Rosemary rét c6 thé s& phan nan néu ¢6 khong mic.

Di tiép chimg hai cy c6 dimg lai bén ngoai mit cénh cong va thay sang chiéc quan tit kiéu ba gid. Chiéc quan c6 méu tra dic va rét rong, nhéin nheo
quanh chan ¢ nhu con ran sap 16t da. Oi chao, méc ké.

Cleo theo 16i chi d4n ciia 6ng chii gara va cudi ciing ti 161 vao khi Compton. Mat trdi vira in, bong tdi trim xudng, va con dudng din vao nha c6 hang
cdy dé hai bén.

Va rét dep. No glong mot trong nhing ngdi nha hay duoc in trén cac bai chuyén dé cti tap chi Cudc song thon qué khi ta ngo1 trong phong cho ctia nha
si. Thuc sur thdm dAm phong cach Jane Austen. Tam trang Cleo phén chin hon khi ¢6 14i vao dén bén trong. Nguoi ta ¢6 thé tudng tuong canh ba chit
nha t6 chirc tiéc khiéu vii & ddy, tiép khach trén ngudng cira, va lich thiép...

“0, chao ¢0, 6 14 tai xé 477 Cira ngoai mo toang va 0 tlﬁy mot o bé murdi miy tudi trén mét x6 déy 16, ké mét méau hong phan quang, va mic quan
Jean Van vén. Mot tay gittr dién thoai bén tai, tay kia Vay vay ra hiéu cho ¢6, 16 n6i, “Moi nguoi & dang sau nha 4y, cir theo con dudng d6 xudi viron
hdng rdi qua cai mai vom trong bui cdy thuy tiing... 161, t6 biét, t& n6i voi Zan n6 1 con bé king lo nhung né khong tin t61”

C6 1& khong phai 1 Phu nhan Rosermary. Mai mé budn dién thoai, con bé di vao trong nha Iy chan dong cira. Tin tot 1 né chura nhin thiy chn ctia
Cleo.

Cai quan tit rong & ca phan eo. C6 budc phéi kéo lén khi di qua chd t6i mit swong. Gidy ctia ¢6 kéu rao rao trén soi va mili cd moi cét virong trong
khong khi. Qua dang kéu trén cay bng ngung lai khi nghe tiéng ré ré clia may bay mjt dong co luon qua dAu, dé lai déng sau dam hoi rdc mau bac
trén man troi t5i. DuGi dét, swong mit | 1 day déc lo King nhur huyét trong tring bén trén bai ¢o. Cleo can than di qua vuon hdng duge cham chut ky
cang, ¢b bt dau nghe thiy 4m thanh & ding xa. Dang trude ¢6 ¢6 bui cdy thuy ting, cao ngot bén mét voi cong vom hai mét rudi tac xuyén qua. Ping
sau cai vomdé dang c6 su kién gi thi phai; khi c6 t6i gin, am thanh 16n dan 1én, va nheo méit qua k& hé ¢6 thiy Ip loang nhiing mau sic va nguoi di
chuyén.

Nhin vao thi no gidng nhur mot bita tiéc ngoai virom. D ring gid gide ciing ky la, trdi dang t6i dan timg phit mbt. Cleo ctii xudng ¢b vudt thing nép quin
101 tim cap quin kéo cao hét mirc.

ROi moi viée tror nén d& hicu. Khi co ra khoi 10i di vom d6, mdt céi nit duoc bat én, cé khoang khong sau d6 bdng nhién tran tré anh sang, va toan bo
khan gia vo tay.
Sau lung ho, tim Cleo bat vt 1én nhu ca heo vi ngd ngang. Mot ludng adrenaline lan khip ngudi c6 va da ¢ ram ran khi nhan ra, boi vi ngay & gitra chd

trong do, duoc nhitng bong dén chiéu goc chuyén ngmep roi sang, la mot gia dinh hwou. Con hirou dure kiéu hénh, stmg viron ra nhu canh, nhin thing
vao moi ngudi. Bén phai né i con hwou céi kidu diém, ¢6 cti xudng an ¢o. Va & giita, tinh nghich va to md, | hiou con.

K}f)ng phéi gia dinh hurou tht, ma dugc ubn bang thép khéng gi va to hon kich thude thye. Con hurou due cao gin bér} met. Tém minh trong 4nh séng
trang bac va duoc cay coi bao quanh, hiu g ma no tao ra that siéu thuc nhur & mot the gioi khac. Va nguoi phu nit bat dau trang ) tay dang kéo



ngudi nghé s sang tao ra dang trude.
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Chuwong 55

Johnny mim cudi, hén mic chiéc 40 xanh s3m va quin jean, trong gian di ma dep ngd ngang. Cleo khong kim duoc long chi can bét ngd nhin thiy hin
thé ndy da du khoi Ién dong thac Ii cam xtic. Ravenswood véng bong ngudi sudt ca tuin vira qua. Khong ai biét hin di dau.

“Cam on Johnny rét nhiéu vi da bién gidc mo ctia t6i thanh hién thyre. Cau da virot qua ca mong doi cua 61, t01 vui mimg khon xiét khi c6 nhitng birc
diéu khic tuyét dep nay, va toi biét 13 t6i s& yéu mén ching cho t61khi t6i chét!” Nguoi phu nir d6 - liu c6 phai d Phu nhin Rosemary khong? - khoang
ngoai ndm muoi tudi, trong dAy da, troi cudi, mic gi 16 bong trin va quan nhung tim xo x4c. Lai doan nhim. Ba 6m Johnny trude khi tuyén bd, “Ngoai
ndy hoi lanh nén ta quay vao trong dugc khong? O, xin chiao!” Nhin thiy Cleo Iron I déing sau dam dong bén hang cay thuy ting, ba néi thém, “Ta co
khach m6i dén nay. Co dén dé bat anh chang nghé si ctia ching t6i di day 42

Khi moi ngudi di qua ¢6 vao nh, Cleo thiy minh bj dam khach tim tum d6 sam soi. C6 phéi ho dang cudi cai quén tat kiéu ba gi nhéin nheo cta ¢
khong? Khi chi con ba ngudi, ngudi phu nit d6 nam chit tay Cleo bang ca hai tay va than mét noi, “To6i dugc nghe ké hét vé c6 16i. A, ma t6i la Rose.”

Chuyén gi dang xay ra day? Cleo n6i, “Chao ba. T6i i Cleo. Um... ¢6 phai toi s& ché ba dén Shepton Mallet khong?”

“Khong déu, ¢6 s& dua Johnny vé nha. Gidr toi phai di moi ruou cho nhirg ngudi ban dang khat kho cua toi ddy. Va hét strc hoan nghénh cac ban tré
néu c6 cau mudn & lai tham gia ctng chiing t6i.”” Ngoai dAu cudi voi Johnny trrde khi bién mat qua 161 vom, Rose vui vé ni, “C6 gai xinh xén. Vét tan

nhang tuyét dep. Quéan tit budn cudil”

Va 1i chi con hai nguoi & khoang dat trong do, bao quanh i cay cbi va gia dinh hirou bac dwoc chiéu sang nghé thuat, bong dém trim quanh ho va ¢o
rui Xuong vi swong muoi.

Cleo cham it Johnny Jan dau tién trong ti nay. Chic chéin c6 chuyén dang xay ra mé khong ai giai thich gi voi c6. Gidng nhur trong gidc mo ta thiy
minh dtg trén san khau nhung khong ai ndi cho ta biét tén vd kich ta phai dién.

OK, céi gi can n6i trude thi ndi trrde. Miéng kho khdc, ¢6 néi, “O Shepton Mallet co chuyén gi?”’

Johnny hit sau. “Xin 18i c4u, 1 y ctia Rose.” Hin nghe ¢6 vé khong chéic chén nhur thurong 16, bat dau nhur thé ké ciing la.

“Tai sao ba Ay lai biét hét vé t6?”

“T da |am vige tai dAly tim ngay nay. Bon t6 noi chuyén véi nhau.” Han ndi. “T6 phéi tim sur v6i ai d6 néu khong t6 phét dién mét. Va dua ciu dén day
12 y ctia ba ay. Néu t¢ bict cau s€¢ dén day gap to thi da khong con Ia diéu ngac nhién nita.” Johnny khd khan néi ti€p, “Rose hay thich gdy ngac nhién
lam.”

Tim ctia Cleo chura bao giy dép nhanh nhur viy. D c6 thém chut thoi gian suy nghii, ¢6 n6i, “C6 Clarice thé nao roi?”

“Rét 6n. Thang t6i cd Ay s& chuyén vé nha dudng ko Neid.”

“Thé thi... tuyét qua.”

“T¢ biét ma.”

C6 lay hét can dam “Con chuyén véi Honor thi sao?”’

“Honor 6n. C6 4y ciing khoé.” Ngimg mdt liic nira. “Bon t& khong con bén nhau nita. T chdm dirt voi Honor tudn trude rdi.”

Oi troi, Kin nghiém tic déy a? Khong thé kiém ché dugc, Cleo bat ra, “That 42 Tai sao? Tai sao cdu lai lim thé?”

Hén go tay lén & ngan c6 lai. “Dugc rdi, dé t6 giai thich vai diéu. Liic t& con & bén My, Hornor va t¢ ¢ hen ho véi nhau nhung moi chuyén khong 6 on
thoa im Mbi quan hé dan di den ngd cut nhung Honor hoang so khi t& dinh chdm dut. RS cd ay gap mdt ngudi khic va néi vi t6 1a moi quan hé cia
bon t& da hét. Lam nhu thé ¢o Ay s& khong phéi a nguoi bi bo. Picu d6 voi t& khong thanh van dé. T4 thay khuay khod. Nhung 101 thang trudc moi viée
hong bét ca khi ¢ ay nhan ra g Kia t€ hai dén the ndo. D6 Ia lic ¢6 ay goi cho t6 e t¢ dang & Norfolk va c6 Barbara thi sap qua doi. Ngay sau do, ¢o
ay nhdy Ién chuyén bay sémnhat. Roi c6 ay tir choi hgp dong quang cao nhieu tri¢u d6 la d€ ¢ bén t&, nén t& con bict ndi gi? Cam on nhung anh khong

mubn vy 42 Hin Fic dau. “T6 khong thé 1am thé vai c6 dy duoc. C6 4y dé thirong va t5t bung. Nén t¢ thiy minh phai chip nhén thoi, thir thém mot lin
nira.”
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“Cho t6i mdt tuan trude.” Rang Cleo lp cap. “Co chuyén gi vay?”

“Cau thyre sy mubn biét 42 Han nhin ¢6 chdm chi. “Dugc rdi, t6 s8 néi. C6 cau.”

“Caig?”

“Cau nhé I t6 nhd cAu sang nha t& bau ban véi ¢6 Clarice budi t6i hom dé khong?”

“C6.” Oi troi, c6 biét im gi voi hrong adrenaline thira nay bay gio?

“Caunoi | cau s giup. ROi cau ndi, May gid cu mudn t¢ sang?”” Johnny doi, rdi cti mit xudng, “Va lic ddy to chi mudn ndi i, Tt ca cac gio.”

Im king. Pang xa vang lai tiéng ¢t kéu. Cleo ring minh; chuyén ndy thue sur dang xay ra 42 C6 cam giac nhu n6 dang xay ra, nhung imsao ¢o biét chic
nhu dinh dong cot duoc?

“Va d6 I lic t& biét minh phai im gi,” Johnny 6L “Ké ca néu td ¢6 bién thanh mot thing dai ngbe. Boi vi c6 thé cau khong cam thdy nhur vay vé t,
nhung tir khi quay lai Poi Channings, t¢ khong thé thoi nghi vé cau.”

Hén c6 nghe duoc tim 6 dap phanh thé ndo khong? Gibng nhur 6 mbt con kangaroo dang c6 ving ra khoi ngyre ¢d. Lidu minh thoang né nu cudi, Cleo
noi, “Nghi gl vé t& co?”

“Chi nhitng diéu tt thoi. To nghiém tiic ddy. Tir hom dédm tang ctia b t0, cau da ... trong ndy.” Hin vd mot bén dau.
Oi troi, that tuyét voi. “Nhung tai sao lai 14 t6? Tai sao lai t& ma khong phai Honor?”

“Puoc 10i, nghi gi n6i ndy nhé.” Johnny gio ngén tay ra dém. “Néu cau kim giy mt cai mong tay, cau c6 goi cho tho im mong bao c6 ta bay dén sira
khong?”

“C6 thé,” Cleo 16i.
“Néu t& nhan mat va tran t& nhan lai, cau ¢ nhai di nhai lai v6i t6 1a t6 thue sy can phai bom botox khong?”
“Ciing ¢6 thé.”

“Néu t6 bio cdu k t6 dang sip xEp dua co 16 vé nha dudng Bo ¢ Bristol thi cdu ¢ néi i, “Oi cha, ¢6 phai lam vay khong? Thé thi o Ay s ién tuc
mudn dén day nghi lai ddy.”

Hén nhai giong Honor dén mirc hoan hao. Vira soc vira vui mimg, Cleo noi, “Troi dat, c6 4y noi thé that a?”

Johnny nhtn vai. “Po6 khong phai 1 Iy do t& chim durt v6i ¢d Ay. Té laim thé vi ¢6 Ay khong phai 1 cau. OK, t6 thi nhdn duoc chua?”
“Duoc rdL”

“Em hai hude, d& cau va em khong hé biét minh dep thé no.” Anh dimg lai. “Em chinh 1 I do anh quay lai séng & D6i Channings.”
C6 chdp mit. “That khong tin dugc anh.”

“That d4y. Em mudn nghe 1i thi nhan nita khong?”’

“Chéc chin rdi,” Cleo noi.

“Cai ndy hoi xdu hd.”

“Kiéu em thich nhét ddy.”

“Khi anh ¢4 v6i em i em s& khong thé chiu canh thiéu ban trai qua sau thang, d6 14 vi anh khong mudn em day dua voi bét cir ai khéc.”
Bung Cleo quéin lai sung suéng. “Nhéc lai cho em xem minh ca bao nhiéu tién di. Em mong thiing vu nay qua.”

“Anh chura thii nhan hét.”

“Xin 161. Anh tiép tyc di”

“Bao nhiéu thang trdi anh da mudn duge hon em.” Johnny Fic dau. “Rit mudn. Trdi dét, ngan Ay thdi gian ma anh chura hé duge hon em...”
Cleo nuét nurée bot. “Anh lim em lo Eing i dy.”

“Sao the?”



“Boi vi nhd em rét kém trong khoan nay thi sao? Biét d4u em hon nhur cai may giit.”
Johnny n6i, “Em da bao gid nghii 1 anh ciing rit lo khong?”
C6 Fic dau. “Gior anh lai n6i lung tung rdi. Anh ¢6 bao gior lo Fing dau.”

“Trudc day thi khong™ Anhvtién lai gAn. “Nhung bay gio thi 6. Ngoai nhitng chuyén khac ra, anh cling da ndi véi em tinh cam ctia anh, vy mi em chira
dap lai mot 101. Emrat cé thé s& bao anh cuon xéo di.”

Cleo ngu6e nhin anh. Anh c6 vé nhur dang ndi that, nhung ddy 1 nguroi dan 6ng tur tin nhét ¢6 timg gip trong doi. Khong dinh trude, c6 gio tay ra ap
1ong ban tay vao ving ving tam gic 4m ap trén ngure anh noi ¢d 40 so mi dé ho..

Thich thich thich thich thich thich...
Johnny thé ra, ngwong nging. “Oi troi, em nghe dugc tiéng tim anh dp 42

That budn cudi bao nhiéu ndm troi c6 khong hé nghi 1 dan 6ng ciing ¢6 thé o king vé chuyén nay. Nu cudi toa lan khdp khuén mit Cleo khi ¢ ndm
tay anh dat dudi ¢ co.

Johnny cam nhan dugc, 16i tha 1ong thiy 16. “Gan nhanh bang nhip tim anh.”

Anh hén c6 hay ¢6 hon anh day? Cleo khong hé biét chuyén d xay ra thé nao; co chi biét 1 hai ngudi gip nhau &  gitta, mbi cham nhau va ky diéu thay,
¢6 vé nhur ching da biét nhau tir u. Johnny quang tay 6m c6, ¢ Iia tay vao toc anh va cam gidc that hoan hao dén ndi ¢6 khong mubn n6 két thiic.

Ma mai lau sau n6 ciing khong két thiic. Cho t6i khi ho phai dimg lai Ay hoi.

Johnny mim cudi vudt ve mit ¢6. “Khong hé gibng miy giat teo ndo.”

“Anh cling vy.”

Anh cham vao vét tan nhang dudi mét phai c6. “Loi thi nhan cudi cing nhé?”

“N6i di.” Lam sao chan ¢6 van dimg virng dugc nhi?

“Anh yéu em. That ddy. Va anh cam thiy thit méi mé, boi vi anh chira bao iy cam thiy nhwr vay v6i bt cir ai trude day.”

Anh yéu em Bay 1oi. Lan trurée da c6 ngudi ndi cdu ndy voi cd, chinh la Will, trong quan rugu hom do khi ¢6 noi voi anh ta la ¢6 khong con mudn lién
quan gi dén anh ta nita. P9 1a tiéng Anh yéu em dau tién ctia c6 va n6 that kinh khiing, hoan toan khong on.

Nhung lan ndy thi that tuyét. Johnny da ndi cau d6 va cam gidc that hanh phic va 6n thoa biét bao. Cleo nudt khan; c6 khong hé chéc 1 chan minh con
dung vitng, Néu khong phai anh dang 6m cd, thi ¢ da thanh mdt dong trén c6 roi. C6 ndi nhd, “Pung cé dua day...”

“Oi troi, dimg c6 nghii thé! Chuyén d6 lim anh day dirt hang nam troi...”

“Day dut vi cai gi?”

“Vitro ¢4 cuoe ngu xuan do. Cai dém khiéu vii & trudng Ay.” Johnny Fic dau ngai nging. “Anh van mudn xin 10i vé chuyén d6 nhiéu 1an rdi, nhung anh
khong du can dam. Roi anh nghi - hy vong - 1a c6 thé emda quén hét roi, nén khong nén nhac lai lam gi. Nhung em chura quén ding khong? Anh rat xin

161"
Anh thue sy nghi thé. That ky diéu 1d moi ganh niing xAu hd da cit khoi vai c6 va tan bién. Cleo vui vé n6i, “Bay i thi em quén rdi. Ma thdi, tiép tuc
chuyén anh dang néi di.”

“uge 101, ¢6 thé thé" ndy thi duong dot qua,” Johnny tiép tuc, “nhung bao nhiéu ném nay em I ngudi anh chd doi. Boi vi anh biét anh c6 thé sng ca doi
bén em Anh mudn song ca doi minh bén em...” Thém mdt nu hon, 16i giong anh hoi run run, “Em cho anh co hdi chimg t6 dieu do nhé?”

Cleo n6i, “Pimg c6 hira nhitng 161 anh khong giit dugc. Ta ctr song timg ngay mdt nhé duoc khong?”

“Pugc, nhung anh biét cam gidc cta minh, va anh biét day Ia loi hira, anh c6 thé thure hién droc. Anh s& khong nghi khéc vé em dau.” Anh mit anh cho
¢6 biét anh n6i that. “Em [ tit ca nhitng gi anh mong mudn!”

Cleo cém thdy tim minh nhu n6 ra vi vui mimg, M t6i khi anh noi ra, c6 m6i dam tu thi nhn véi ban thin réng tt ca nhitng gi minh mudn & duoc nghe
Johnny LaVenture thot ra nhing 161 d6. Néu chuyén nay xay ra miy nam trudée thi ¢ thé da khong thanh. Nhung bay gio... bay gio' thi rat phu hop, hoan
hdo. C6 nghiéng dau. Cho da...



“Tiéng gi d6?”
Johnny dtmg théing Ién nghe ngdng. Chi lang mang nhung nghe nhur tiéng ho reo vay.
“O, ké di.”” Sau khi nhin ra déng sau, anh vui vé ndi, “Chi | Rose thoi, &n mimg vi ba dy da ding dy ma.”

Trude d6, Cleo da tw hoi sao ngudi ta lai diit im mdt birc diéu khic hoanh tréng thé ndy va diit n6 giira dam ciy cdi, nhin tir bén ngoai vao thi chi théy
thap thoang vi bi hang rao cdy thuy ttmg cao gan bon mét chan.

Gioy 6 nhén ra B, giong nhur Stonehenge, bire diéu khéc da dugc can thin déit ¢ mot vi tri ma tir khu nha kinh & bén chdi nha, ta ¢6 thé 10 rang chiém
ngudng nd qua I6i vom

Ciing that rd rang 1A cing véi gia dinh hurou thép ding sau ung ho, ¢6 va Johnny dugc 4nh dén tring bac chiéu sang

Va Rose khong phai 13 ngudi duy nhit ho reo va vay tay. Tat ca khéch ctia ba déu tim tum bén 6 cira sb dai; hai ngudi dang dumg ngay giita trung tim
cua sy chuy.

“Ta phai vao udng mdt chitt thdi,”” Johnny néi. “Bé ba Ay c6 duoc gidy phit huy hoang,”
“Thé nay thi xiu hd m” Cleo ndi.

“Khong sao déu, s& on thoi, anh hira ma. Nay, em am céi gi day? Troi dat, em dang coi hét 4o quan ra déy 42" Johnny hoang so néi, “Nay, anh ciing
khong thé che hon durge nita nhung ching minh khong lim gi & dy duge dau, moi nguoi van dang nhin day.”

éing sau hing rao, hoi khuét tim nhin tir phia nha kinh, Cleo Eim viéc ¢6 phai im va ndi, “Pimg lo, em khong dinh trén trudng & day dau. Em chi cdi bo
céi quan tat kinh di nay di thoi. Nay, day, giau nd trong 4o anh ay.”

Johnny gio céi quan kn nhin ngim day yéu throng, chiéc quan nhéin nheo xAu xi miu tra dc. “Pugc thdi, nhung ching minh s& khong bao gid it 6 di
NG s Ia vét ky niém cho mbt ngiy dang nhé.” Ludn tay qua eo Cleo va di bén dud6i mii vom thuy ting, anh thi tham, “Em c6 thé méic n6 bén dudi vay
cu6i khi bon minh lay nhau.”

Anh trdng c6 ngu ngde hét thube chita chic? “Emc6 v hay hon,” Cleo noi. “Sao khong phéi i anh méic nhi?””

Ban dang doc truyén Minh Thur Yéu Nhé, Cleo? dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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