Gidi thiéu Chaa Co Do Khong? La Con, Margaret
Truyén Chia C6 D6 Khong? La Con, Margaret, ¢b sap tron mudi hai, thich toc dai, ca ngir, mii mura, va nhimg thir miu hong,

Co6 moi tu My chuyén dén day, co dang lo lémg lam sao hﬁ)a nhdp duogc voi ddm ban moi. Thé nén khi n’éy ¢d nhdc 1ap mdt cau lac bd bi mat dé tan vé
nhitng di€u riéng tu nhu bon con trai, 4o 16t, va ky kinh dau tién, Margaret da hao hirng nhap hdi.

Khoéng ai biét rﬁng Margaret c6 mjt mdi quan hé dac biét khac, voi Chua, theo cach ctia riéng ¢d. Voi Chua, ¢d mdi cd thé thd 16 hét moi chuyén vé gia
dinh, ban be.
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Chiia ¢6 d6 khong? La con, Margaret. Hom nay, gia dinh con chuyén nha. Con s im Chiia a. Trudc ddy, con chira sdng & noi ndo khac ca. Nhi con
ghét truong moi thi sao? Nhd moi nguoi 6 d6 khong wra con?

Gilip con voi Chiia oi. Xin dimg dé New Jersey qua khing khiép. Ta on Chia.

Hom thir Ba trude I Lao dong MY, ching tdi chuyén nha. Hom 6 tinh ddy thiy me ngiri néch 1 0i biét ngay tho tiét thé ndo. Lic troi nong am, me hay
lam thé xem Ién khtr mii c6 tac dung khong, Toi thi chua dung lin khir mii. Chéc phai muroi hai tudi trd 16n nguoi ta moi co mi hoi, the thi toi con vai
thang nira.

Tir chd céim trai vé, t6i rit stimg st khi biét cain ho & New York da bi ngudi khéic thué mit, va ching t6i da mua mdt cdi nha khéc & Farbrook, New
Jersey. Thir nhat, t6i chura hé nghe dén Farbrook. Thir hai, t6i ft khi bi gat ra ngoai nhitng chuyén dai sy gia dinh.

Nhung lic 61 gao Ién “Sao lai chuyén dén New Jersey?” thi moi ngudi giai thich “Long Island chon ron qué, Westchester thi khong du tién, con
Connecticut lai bat tién.”
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me van hing mo wdc. Chl ¢6 diéu t6i khong biét nhitng thir d6 1 quan trong bac nhét voi me.

Nha m6i niim trén con dudng nhd ¢6 tén Con chim S6m mai. Ngdi nha khong dén ni ndo, nira bang gach, nira bing go ctra chdp va ctra chinh déuson
méu den. Ngoai ra con c6 cai vong gd cira bang dong thau trong dep m. Nha ctra & ddy trong déu na na nhu nhau, déu bay tubi, ké ca hang cay.

Toi nghi ching t6i chuyén nha | vi ba ndi Sylvia Simon. That sur khong thé ¢6 1y do ndo khc!. Nhat a khi me béo ba anh huéng dén toi qué nhiéu. Ca
nha déu bict ba cho t0i du trai hé & New Hampshire va thich duoc tra tién hoc phi ¢ trudng tw cho t0i (nhung gio thi ba khong dwoc lam thé nita vi t6i s&
hoc trudng cong). Ba con dan mot cai 4o len chui co ¢6 théu dong chit DANH RIENG CHO CHAU... BA NOI LAM.

Ba lam thé khong phai vi nha t6i inghco. Toi biét nha t6i khong nghéo, tit nhién ciing khong giau nhung chic chin 13 du sbng, Nhét 1 khi b6 me chi co
minh ti, c4i an cai mic ching ton may. Toi biét ¢6 nha nhing bay nguoi con, moi Jan di mua gidy I ton mot khoan kha kha. BS me t6i ciing dinh c6
thém dtra nita, nhung khong phéi ctr mubn 1 duoc. Vi t6i, thé lai tt, do phai chanh choe Vi ai.

Du sao, t6i cling biét vu chuyén nha t6i New Jersey 1 cach dé bd me tach t6i khoi ba ndi. Ba khong c6 xe riéng, lai ghét di xe buyt va thiy tau hoa nao
cing ban. The nén trir khi ba di b (ma cha 1€ lai the) con khong thi tdi s& rat it khi duoc gap ba. Gio chiac s& c6 dira nghi gap ba ndi thi ¢6 gi vui. Nhung
6 tudi d6 ma ba Sylvia Simon vui tinh lam T61 v0 tinh bict ba da sau muroi tudi roi. C6 dieu ba cilr hay hoi xem t6i da c6 ban trai chura, anh ta ¢6 phai la
nguoi Do Thai khdng, Dicu ay that budn cudi vi mdt 14 t6i chira ¢6 ban trai. Con hai 1a Do Thai hay khong thi anh huong gi chir?.
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Ching t6i vé nha chira déy tiéng dong hd thi chudng cira reo. Toi chay ra mo cira thi thiy mot nho méic bd db boi.

“Xin chao,” nh6 néi. “Té tén 1a Nancy Wheeler. Cong ty dia dc giri thong bao vé nha cu, nén t6 biét cau tén b Margaret, hoc 16p Sau, bing to.”
Toi dang thic nvic xemnho d6 con biét gi nira.

“Néng qua nhi!” nhé néi tiép.

“U,” 161 dong y. Nho cao hon t6i, méi toc bdng bénh, ding kiéu ma t6i thich. Nhung mii thi lai héch qua dén ndi nhin duoc ca 16 mii.
Nancy dmg tira vao canh ctra. “A, ciu c6 mudn sang nha t& choi voi mrée khong?”

“Té khong biét. Phai xin phép da.”

“OK, t¢ doi.”

Toi thay me dang chui nira ngudi vao ngin ti bat dudi ciing, Me dang sép xép xoong ndi trong Ay.

“Me oi. Co ban ru con sang choi voi mrdc. Pugce khong ha me?”

“UJ di di, néu con thich.”

“Con phéi miic do boi,” toi noi.

“Oi troi, Margaret! Me khong tim dugc dd boi ctia con trong dong hé 16n nay dau.”

T6i tr6 lai ctra trude, bao voi Nancy, “Té khong tim diroc db boi dau.”

“T6 cho cau murgn mot b ciing duge,” nhd ndi.

“Doi da,” t6i vira ndi vira chay vao bép. “Me o1, cauy bao s€ cho con muon dd boi. Pugce khong a?”

“Puge,” me Jim bim tir bén trong t bat. Sau do, me chui ra, gat toc khdi mét 1o noi, “Con bao cau éy tén 14 gi nhi?”

“A... Wheeler. Nancy Wheeler a.”

“OK, choi vui vé nhé,” me bao.

Nha Nancy cach nha t6i siu cin, van trén dudng Con chim Sém mai. Trong hao hao nha i ¢ diéu trdng nha Nancy son tring, con cira chinh va clra
chop mau dé.

“Vao di,” Nancy bao.

T6i theo nhod vao phong khach, 16i qua bn bac cau thang dén phong ngi. Thir dAu tién dap vao mit t6i i can phong ciia Nancy ¢6 chiéc ban phan ké
dudi tam guong hinh tréi tim

Va moi thir déu rét gon ging,

Tir tAm bé t6i van ao ude ¢ duge mot chiée ban phén nhu thé. Loai c6 vai pht min mang hén hoi. Nhung t6i chura bao gio & hitu mdt caindo ca, vime
chi thich nhiing thir may va thoi.

M ngiin kéo dudi cling ciia cai ban phén, Nancy hoi: “Sinh nhat c4u khi nao?””

“Thang Ba,” t6i ndi.

“Tuyét! Bon minh s& hoc cting 16p. Khéi Séu c6 ba 16p va trudng xép 16p theo ngay sinh. T6 sinh thang Tur.”

“U, t6 ching biét minh hoc 16p ndo nhung chiic B & phong mudi tim. Tudn trude t6 phéi dién bao nhiéu gidy to va s6 phong dy ¢6 day trén d6.”

“Té da bao Ia bon minh hoc cling 16p ma. T ciing hoc phong mudi tim day.” Nancy dira cho t6i mt bo db boi mau vang, “Sach ddy,” nhd noi. “Mic
xong cai la me t& giat uon.”

“Camon nhé,” t6i cam bd dd boi, n6i. “T¢ thay quan a0 & dau nhi?”
Nancy nhin quanh phong, “Thay ¢ day thi sao?”’

“Khong sao,” t6i n6i. “Néu cau OK thi t& ciing OK.”



“Vi sao t¢ lai khong OK?”

“Té khong biét.” Toi 1bng bd dd boi tir dudi Ién. Nhin i biét ngay thé ndo ciing rong. Céi cach Nancy ngdi trén giwdng, nhin toi thay quan 40 lam ti son
hét da ga. Toi co gilr cai 4o phdng trén ngurdi cang 1au cang tot. Toi khong muon dé nhd bict toi chura 16n ti ndo. D6 13 chuyén riéng tur.

“O, cau van phing i ndy.” Nancy cuoi.
“Khong han thé,” t6i noi, ¢b 6 vé thoai méi. “T6 xwong nho, thé thoi.”
“Té 16n rdi ddy,” Nancy vira ndi vira udn ngue. “Vai ndm nira trong t6 s& giong hét méy ¢ trén tap chi Playboy.”

O, t6i ching tin, nhung ciing khong néi gi. B t6i hay mua Playboy va t6i d4 thdy miy c6 ndy & trang giita. Nancy con u moi duge nhur thé. Nho ciing
cha hon t6i méy.

“T& chinh day 4o cho cau nhé?” Nancy bao.
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“T6 ctr twong & New York t6i thi cau phai 16n Eim 16i co. Con gai thanh phd 16n nhanh hon nhiéu. Ma cau d& hén con trai bao gios chira?”
“Y cau la hon that 42 Hon mdi 42” t6i hoi lai.

“U,” Nancy hap tip tra Ioi. “Cau hon chura?”

“Théat ra 1a chura,” t6i1 that tha ndi.

Nancy tho phao mit cai. “Té cling chura.”

Nancy lam toi suéng phat dién. Trude khi nho tra 161, t6i cam théy minh nhur mdt dira bé chua phat trién.
“Nhung m t6 tp sudt,” Nancy noi.

“Tap gi co?” t6i hoi.

“Tap hon dy! Bon minh dang n6i chuyén dy con gi. Tap hon!”

“Cau tap kiéu gi?” ti hoi.

“Nhin nayy.” Nancy tim By cdi g6 trén giwdng ma 6m. Roi nho hon cdi g0i rd B Fu. Hon xong nhd lai virt bich n6 trd lai giudng. “Quan trong I phéi thir,
dé dén lic can thi cau da san sang, Ngay nao d6 td s€ hon rat cir. Nay, cd thich xem cai nay nita khong?”

Toi thi dtmg hé hée mdm. Nancy ngdi xudng bén ban phén, md ngin kéo. “Nhin nay,” nho noi.

T6i nhin vao trong. Vo thién king chai lo, tuyp céc thir. Trong ngiin kéo d6 con cd nhidu ny pham hon tit ca db clia me t6i gdp lai. Toi hoi: “Cau Bm gi
voi nhitng thir nay?”

“Pay I mot cude thir nghiém khac cta 6. DE biét laim thé nio thi trong t¢ xinh nhét. Dé dén lic can 14 t6 sin sang.” Nho md mdt thoi son rdi to mdi
hong ruc. “Cau thay duoc khong?”’

“O... T ciing khong biét. Hoi hong qua thi phai, nhi?”
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Nancy ngiim nghia minh trong chiéc guong hinh tri tim. Nho bammoi: “U, c6 khi thé.” Nho Ry mot t iy lua lau hét vét son. “Nhung t6 ms ra dudng
nhur the nay thi me t& danh chét. Té chi cau cho nhanh n 16p Tam Chirng d6 thi ngdy nao t6 cling c6 thé danh son.”

Sau d6, nhé rit ra mdt chiée hroc rdi bt diu chai méi toc ndu dai. Nho ché ngoi gitra, doan cdp lai déng sau. “Cau lic nao ciing bude toc nhur thé a?”
nho héi toi.

Toi bit gide sd tay lén gdy, cham vao méy cdi kep ghim ma t5i ding dé kep ngiroc téc kn cho c6 dd ra md hoi. Toi biét trong minh budn cuoi Am. “T¢é
dang nudi toc dai,” t6i noi. “Bay gio duoc lung g roi. Me t¢ bao nén cip ca & cho tai nita. Tai t& hoi vénh ra ngoai.”

“Té thy roi,” Nancy noi.
Toi c6 cam gidc Nancy biét moi chuyén!
“Pi duoc chura?”’ nhé hoi.

“Pi thoi.”



Nho mé t dyng d tim ¢ hanh lang, dira cho t6i mot cai khin méu tim. T6i di theo nho xudng tang dudi. Vao trong bép, nhd mé ti lanh Ay hai qua
dao, nho mot qua, t6i mdt qua. “Gap me t& nhé!” nho noi.

“OK.,” t61 vira n6i vira can mot mieng dao.
“Me t6 ba tdm tudi roi nhung hay noi véi t& 1a moi hai laim thoi. Buon cudi khong co chir!” Nancy cudi amca En.

Me Nancy dang ngbi quy trén hién nha, trong long dat mdt cudn sach. T6i khong nhin dugc nhan dé cudn sach. Da ¢d ram ning va c6 cai miii hét nhur
Nancy.

“Me, cau nay 3 Margaret Simon, mdi chuyén dén cudi phd nha minh.”

C06 Wheeler bo kinh ra, mim cuoi chao to1.

“Chau chao ¢0,” t61 noi

“Chao chau, Margaret. Gap chau vui im! Hoi trude chau & New York 427
“Vanga.”

“Phia Dong hay phia Tay?”

“Chau & phia Tay, s sau muroi bay. Gan trung tim Lincoln a.”

“Thich nhi. BS chdu van lam & diy 42”
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“B6 chau am gi?”

“Bo chdu lam béo hiém a,” t6i ndi nhu cai may.

“Tot qua! Chéu vé béo v6i me | ¢6 rat mudn duogc gip me nhé. O ddy céc co c6 ddi bowling ctia phd Con chim Sém mai hop vao thir Hai, ¢6 hoi choi
bai vao chidu thir Niim héing tudn, va...”

“O ¢6 18 me chau khong biét choi bowling dau, va ciing chua chic da thich choi bai. Hau nhu subt ngay me chau chi v& thoi,” toi giai thich.
“Me chau vé a?”” c6 Wheeler hoi lai.

“Ving”

“Oi hay nhi! Thé me chéu v& céi gi?”

“Chi yéu 1 hoa qué va rau c6 a. Thinh thoang ¢6 c4 hoa nira.”

C6 Wheeler cudi 16n. “Oi y chau 1a tranh ha! C6 cir twong me chéu son twong, Bao voi me 1 dau ndmnay nha ¢4 dang mubn tim nguoi di chung xe.
Neéu me chau di cting thi vui qua. Nhat 1a di dén truong Chua nhat. Pay lic ndo ciing 1a van dé lon nhat.”

“Chau khong hoc ¢ trurong Chia nhat a.”
“Cau khong phai hoc 4?77
‘GKhéng.37

“Sudng thé!” Nancy hét tudng lén.

“Nancy, thdi dindo!” c6 Wheeler bao.

“Me oi... Margaret dén choi voi nudc v6i con, chir ¢6 phai dé me hoi cung déu.”
“Puoc rdi. Néu thiy Evan thi bao nd vao day n6i chuyén véi me.”

Nancy kéo i ra ngoai, roi noi: “Xin 16i nhé, me 6 hoi im chuyén.”

“C6 gi dau,” t6i tra 1oi. “Thé Evan l ai?”

“Anh t& y mi. Tom Bm!”



“Tom thé ndo?” 161 hoi lai.

“Boi vi anh ay muroi bon tudi. Bon con trai murdi bon tudi dira nao cling tom hét. Sudt ngay chi chii mii vao anh may ¢6 nang khoa than véi may quyén
sach cam!”

Nancy c6 vé tirng trai. Toi thi chang biét cau trai ndo murdi bon tudi cd, nén tin sai ¢d 161 Nancy.

Nancy md van bén ngoai va chinh sao cho nude tir voi ban ra nhé nhe. “Tién theo chi huy nido!” nho ho to i lao vao nude. Toi doan chi huy chinh I
Nancy.

Nancy chay xuyén qua cac tia nuée. Toi chay theo. Nancy bt d4u 1on nhao. Toi ¢b bt chudc nhung khong dugce. Nho nhay phdc timg doan mot. Toi
nhay theo. Nho dung thang do dudi vom nude. Toi cling dung theo. Ping lic day voi nude phun hét ¢d. Nguoi ching t6i, ké ca tdc tai déu udt nhep.

“E, Evan thbil” Nancy hét 1én. “Dd thil” N6i rdi nhd chay tudt vao nha, bo lai toi vi hai dira con trai la hodc.
“Ai day nhi?” Evan hoi.

“Em la Margaret, mi chuyén dén cudi phd.”

“Vay a, day Ia Moose.” Evan n6i, chi vao dira bén canh.

Toi git dau.

“Nay,” Moose bao. “Néu em moi dén, thir hoi bd emxem c6 can anh cit c6 vuon khong nhé. Nam d6 mot tudn, tinh ca tia cdy. Ma emwira bdo emho
ginhi?”

“Em chua bao. Nhung em ho Simon.” Toi ctr nghi dén nhimg gi Nancy wira ndi - réing miy anh iy chi chiii diu vao sach cim va hinh con géi khoa than.
Toi quan chat cai khan bong quanh nguoi, phong khi bon nay nhin trdm t61 méc do boi.

“Evan! Vao day ngay!” C6 Wheeler tir trén hé goi vdira.

“Vang... Con vao day,” Evan cau nhau.

Khi Evan vao trong nha 11, Moose béo, “Nhé ndi vai bd em déy. Moose Freed. Tén anh c6 trong danh ba dién thoai éy.”
“Vang, emnhd 16i,” t6i hira.

Moose gam mdt nhanh cé. Sau do, ctra sau md toang, Nancy lao ra, mit do ngﬁu, i khut khit.

“Nay, Nancy cung! Em khong biét diia 4?”” Moose hoi.

“Cammodm, d6 con cau!” Nancy gao n. Poan, nho quay sang toi. “Xin 16i nhé, ngay dau tién sang ddy ma da phai xem bon nay km tro rdi. i, t& dira
cau V&

Nancy goi quan 4o ctia t6i thanh mot boc be bé. Nho thi vin nic d6 boi wét siing, Trén dudng di, nho chi timg nha nidm gitta hai nha ching t6i va ké
ranh rot ai song trong do.

hop dén chét di duogc, khong biét gido vién moi clia bon minh I ai. Péng 1§ 1a ¢o Phipps nhung cd dy di theo 6ng ndo 4y, dén California tir thing Séu roi.
The nén minh s€ cé gido vién moi.”

Liic v& dén nha, t6i bao Nancy cho chut dé t6i tra db boi cho nho lubn.

“Khong can tra ngay du. Bao me cdu gt sach di rdi tudn sau tra 6 ciing dugc. BO ndy cii rdi ma.”

Toi thy hoi budn khi nghe théy diéu do, méic dit ciing doén trude thé roi. Néu  t6i, chéic ciing khong doi ndo cho mdt ngwoi la hodc la huo muon bo 4o
boi “md1” ctia minh. Nhung it nhat thi t6i cling s€ khong ndi huych toet ra nhur the.

“A, t¢ bao ndy, Margaret,” Nancy noi. “Ngay dau tién dén truong nhé di gidy lwoi, nhung dimg di tt nhé.”
“Sao thé?”

“Vi trong cau s& nhur tré con y.”

uo.”

“Con nita, t& mudn ciu vao hdi kin cla 6, nhung néu cau di tAt thi chua chic nhitng thanh vién khac da cho cu vao dau.”



“Hoi kin gi co?” t61 hoi.

“Bao gio vao hoc t& s€ noi.”

“OK,” t6i dong y.

“Nh¢ khong di tat déy!”

“T¢é nhé 1.

Hom d6, gia dinh t6i an t6i & hiéu hamburger. Téi ké cho b nghe v& Moose Freed. “MGi lan cit co cong ca tia ciy chi nam do thoia.”

“Khong, cam on con,” b6 n6i. “BO thich tur cat. Thé nén minh moi chuyén dén déy chir. Lam vuon cho thénh thoi dau 6c.” Me toi cudi rang 1. Thit sy
t61 phat ngdy véi cai vy thanh-thoi-dau-6c¢ cia ho. Khong hi€u sao tu nhién ho lai yéu thién nhién dén theé chir!.

Sau d6 khi chuan bj di ngt, t0i budc vao céi ti m cir tuong dang di vao phong vé sish. Khong biét dén bao gitr mdi quen dugc véi ngdi nha moi niy?
Khi da Ién girong han va tét den, t6i nhin thiy nhig cdi bong trén tuong. Toi nham chét mit lai, ¢o quén di nhung ctr mdt lic lai phai mo ra xem ching
con & day khong. Cur thé t6i thite suot.

Chia c6 d6 khong? La con, Margaret. Con dang ndm 1 trong phong ngi moi, nhung trén giwong cii. Bém & ddy yén tinh qua, khac hén thanh pho Con
nhin thiy nhitng c4i bong & trén tudng, va nghe thay tleng cot ket la im. Con so im Chia a! Dubo da bao la nha nao cling 6 tiéng dong thé, va nhimg

cdi bong chila bong cdy thoi Hy vong rang bd biét bd nbi gl Hom nay, con gap ban m6i. Cau 4y tén la Nancy. Cau dy cir tuéng con phéi lon Bm rdi
co. Chéc I cau 4y thit vong im. Chiia c6 nghi ¢ dén lic con cin bat dau I6n khong a? Néu Chiia gitip con viée ddy, con s& sung suong im.

Camon Nguoi.

B6 me t6i khong hé biét t0i van thuong n6i chuyén véi Chia. Y t0i 1 néu cho ho biét, ho s& nghl t6i k mdt dira mé tin hay gi 6. Vi thé, toi gitr kin
chuyén nay. Néu can, t6i con cd thé néi chuyén voi Chia ma khong map may moi nita. Me bao Chia la mdt y niém dep. Chua 1a ctia tat ca moi nguroi
m.
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Ngay hom sau, ching ti dén cira hang ngii kim dé mua mot cai mdy xén co loai xin. Ti d6, sau bita t5i dAu-tién-tai-nha-o-New-Jersey (c6 banh
sandwich ga tdy mua & nh hang 4m thuc trong viing), b ra vuron, ding cai méy méi mua bt dau xén co. O sn trude, bd imrét tt, nhung khi vong ra
san sau dé xén tiép, bd phai xem tti dung 6 ctia may da diy chua. Viée do thi khong kho khin gi. Chi cira hing ngii kim ciing da im nu cho b xem
Chi c6 diéu I trude khi tho tay vao trong thi phai tit may, nhung bd quén khudy mt.

Toi nghe thély tiéng bd hét, “Barbara... anh cat vao tay roil” Roi b lao vao trong nha, chop Ky cai khan, quin quanh ngdn tay truée khi t0i kip nhin xem
nd thé ndo. Sau do, bd ngdi phich xudng san, mit tai han di.

“Oi Chia 0i!” me t6i kéu Ién khi nhin thiy méu thAm qua 16p khin day. “C6 bj rdi hin ra khong anh?”

Vira nghe thé, t6i V0i lao ra ngoai tim méu tay ctia bb. Khong biét me dang ndi dén mot ngon hay ca ban tay, nhung t0i timg doc duoc 1a khi b phan
nao trén ngudi b cat roi thi phai nhanh chong tim lai vi bac sicd thé ndi lai duoc. Toi nghi minh that ¢6 ich khi biét lo ling nhitng viéc nhu thé. Nhung t61
khong tai nao tim duoc mdt ban tay hay ngdn tay nao trong vuron, va khi t6i trd vao trong nha thi canh sat da dén. Me t6i bay gio cling ngdi trén san, 6m
bo vao long,

Vi khong con ai khac ¢ nha, t61 duoc dua Ién xe canh sat di cling bb me. Trén duong toi bénh vién, t61 bi mat ndi chuyén véi Chuia. Toi chi ndi trong
dau, nén khong ai biét.

Chiia c6 d6 khong? La con, Margaret. BS con vira gip phai mot tai nan khing khiép. Xin Nguoi gitp bd con. BS hién va tt Fim. Mic dit khong yéu
Chtia nhu cach con yéu Nguoi, nhung bo la mot nguoi bo tot. Va bo dang can Nguoi lam. Vi the, xin Chua giiip bo con binh an. Néu Nguoi chiu gitip,
con s& lammoi viée theo y Ngwoi. Ta on Chua.

Hoa ra 1a b t6i khong bi roi cai gi ra hét, nhung ciing phai khau tam mii & ni lién ngon tay lai. Bac sikhdu cho bd t6i tén 14 Potter. Sau khi cham soc
b6, 6ng ra ngoai ndi chuyén vai ching toi. Vira nhin thiy t6i, 6ng ndi, “Chi ¢6 mdt ¢d con gai bang tudi chéuw.”

Toi thiy thich khi moi nguoi trong 1 biét tudi ciia t6i, rdi sau d6 t6i moi n6i that tudi ciia minh!

“Chdu sip murdi hai tudi ro,” t6i tra Ioi.
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“Gretchen ciiing gin mudi hai tubi,” bac sinoi.

A, hoa ra béc si doan ding tudi ctia t6i that.

“N6 sép Ién 6p séu truong Delano.”

“Con ciing thé d4y, Margaret,” me nhéc t6i. C{r nhur thé t6i quén khong bang

“Chu s€ bao Gretchen Iam quen voi chau nhé,” cha Potter noi.

“Vang a,” toi tra oi.

Ngay khi vira tir bénh vién vé nha, bd t6i bao me tim tén Moose Freed trong danh ba dién thoai @& nhor cau céit cd vuron mbi tudn mot Bn.

Sang ngay Lao dong, t6i day rat sém, dinh bung don dep lai ban hoc trong phong trrdc nam hoc méi. Toi s& mua thém mdt xap glay, méy cai bt chi,

ty, cap tai lidu va ca kep gy nira. Trudc thang Mudi, bao gio toi cling gon gang. Pang lam do cong viée thi bdng nhién c6 tiéng on. Nghe nhur ai d6
dang gd ctra. Toi chura xudng voi, chd xembd me ¢ day khong, Téi rén rén xubng phong ho, thiy cira van dong, bén trong lai yén tinh Fim, chimg t6 ho

con dang ng(.

Tiéng g cira lai vang Ién, t6i di xudng Au do xét.

T6i khong hé so vi biét néu d6 1a ké trom hay ké bét coc, chi can gio to mot tiéng 12 bd s& xudng ciru ngay.

Tiéng g0 vong ra tir ctra trude. Khong thé 1a Nancy duoc vinhd dang di nghi. Nhung ngoai nho ra, gia dinh t6i c6 quen biét ai khac dau.
“Ai day?” toi vira ap tai vao cira vira hoi.

“Ba day, Margaret. M& ctra ra.”

Toi thao xich, m6 hai chiéc khoa, rdi ddy toang canh cira. “Ba! Oi that khong thé tin duoc. Ping 1a ba rdil”

“Ngac nhién chua!” ba cling reo n.

To6i chin ngdn trd 1n mdi, ra hiéu 1 bd me t6i vin con dang ngo.

Ba dang cong ngudi xubng vi cc tii dd ning triu mua & trung tAm thirong mai Bloomingdale. Nhung khi budc qua cira rdi, ba lién xép tii thanh hang
trong nha doan quay sang 6m hon t6i that lau.

“Oi’Margaret cta bal” ba thot Ien, no ny cufn' chiriéng ba c6. Khi cudi nhur th~é, bald nguyén ca ham rang trén. D6 la rang gia. Ba goino la cai cau. Néu
muon, ba c6 the 161 ra ca b bon cdi rdng gan lien nhau. Ngay t@i conbé, ba van lam the d¢ choc t6i cudi. Dinhién la t0i ching bao gio ke chuyén do
cho bo me. Khi cudi ma khong c6 rang 6 ham trén trong ba giong nhu phu thiry vay. Con khi c6 réang, trong ba dep lam.

“Nao Margaret. Mang niy cai tiii ndy vao trong bép di chau.”

T6i nhic mdt ci i In. “Ba oi, sao ma ning thé! Cai gl trong nay thé a?”

“Banh mi xtic xich, salad khoai tay, rau céi tron dau, thit bd mudi, banh mi den...”

Toi cuoi pha Ién, “Nghia 1 do an 4y a?”

“Chir con ginira.”

“Nhung & New Jersey ciing c6 db an ma ba.”

“Khong phai nhitng mon nay.”

“C6 m,” 101 n6i, “ké ca dd am thuc cao cip.”

T6i chang tranh cai véi ba im gi. Liic ndo ba ciing khu khu theo quan diém ctia minh,

Sau khi ching t6i da mang tét ca dong tii vao trong bép, ba rira tay & bdn xong bén cho hét db vao trong ta lanh.

Doi cho ba xong xudi, toi hoi: “Ba di i t6i day thé a?”

Ba lai cudi nhung ching ndi gi ca. Ba dang 6t ca phé vao am Mot khi ba da khong mubn néi thi d6 ai khién ba hé nira 1oi.

Cudi cling khi da yén vi bén ban bép, ba mai vo toc 16i bao: “Ba di taxi.”



“Subt tir New York t6i ddy a?”

“Khong, tir trung tdm Farbrook.”

“Nhung ba di xe gi dén trung tdm Farbrook thé a?”

“Tau hoa.”

“Oi ba oi... tht thé a?”

“U, ding thé.”

“Nhung ba van bao i tau hoa ban im ma!”

“Ban mot ti thi sao? Ba tim 1 hét ma!”

Ca hai chiing t6i déu cuoi khi ba thay gidy. Ba c6 mang thém mot doi dé trong tiii dd mua sim ciing v6i d6 dan len ciia minh.
“Nao, dua ba dao quanh nha mdt vong xemnao,” ba bao.

Toi dua ba di khép cac phong trir trén lAu. Toi chi cho ba xem méy cai tii, phong tim dudi nha, may giat va may sy méi ctia me, rdi ca ban ghé ngdi
xem ti vi nita.

Sau khi xem hét mot luot, ba Fc diu noi: “Khong hiéu sao tu nhién bd me chau lai chuyén vé ndng thon thé nay.”
“Day khong hin ki ndng thon, ba 4, t6i chita lai. “Lam gi c6 con bo nio ¢ day dau.”

“V6i ba, thé ndy 1a ndng thon rdil” Ba két luan.

Vira lic d6, t6i nghe thiy tiéng nurée chay trén JAu. “Chéc bb me chéu day roi ddy. Chéu 1én xem nhé?”
“Tirc 1a chéu Ién bao voi bd me chau a ba dén thim 42”

“Vang, dugc khong a?”

“Tét nhién | duoc 1di,” b tra 1oi.

Toi chay Ién lau, vao phong bd me. B6 dang di tit con me dang dénh ring trong phong tim

“Bb me thir doan xem ai dang & ddy nio?” tdi reo 1én vai b.

Nhung bd chéing néi gi, chi ngap dai.

“Nao, bd c6 doan khdng nao?”

“Dodn gi?”” b hoi lai.

“Do4n xem ai dang & dudi liu ngay ic nay?”

“Mong ring khong c6 ai, chi c6 mdi ching ta thdi,” bd noi.

“Sai bét!” t61 nhdy nhot quanh phong.

“Margaret,” bb n6i bang céi giong bd-kho-chiu-rdi ddy. “Mudn néi i thi n6i hin ra xem nao!”

“Ba dang ¢ day a!”

“Lam gi ¢6 chuyén ddy,” bd gat di.

“Con ndi that déy, bd. Ba dang & dudi nha pha ca phé cho bé kia.”

“Barbara...”. BS di vao phong tim rdi tit voi nudc. Toi chay theo. Mom me toan bot kem danh ring,
“Em chua xong, Herb,” me bao Ol md voi nurde trd Jai.

B4 Ilai tt di, doan hoi: “Dodn xem ai dang ¢ day nao?”



“Ai dang ¢ day nghia 13 sa0?”” me hoi lai.

“Me Sylvia! Me Sylvia dang & day!”. Sau d6 b bat voi mrdc dé me danh ring ndt.

Nhung e lai tit di, rdi theo bd ra phong ngii. Toi ciing theo sau. Hay that! Toi doan hin me phai nudt hét kem danh ring vao bung roi.

“Sylvia nghiia 14 sao c0?”” me hoi thém lan nita.

“La me anh 4y!” b giai thich.

Me t6i cudi am Ién. “Lam gi ¢6 chuyén ddy, Herb. Lam sao mi me dén dy dugc?”

B4 chi vao t6i, néi: “Hoi Margaret dy. C6 vé con bé biét hét.”

“Pi taxi a,” t01 bao.

Ho chang n6i cau ndo.

“Va tau hoa,” t6i b sung,

Van khong ai n6i gi.

“Cudi clng thi tau hoa cling khong ban Fm.”

Muoi phit sau, bd me t0i X}Jéng dudinha gap ba, lic d6 ban an da gon gang va bita sang da xong hét. That kho ma gidn ba duoc, nhat 1 khi ba c6 mot
nu cuoi dé mén nhur the. B me t6i chi biét ndi “Ngac nhién chura!”. Ba that thong minh khi bict di tau va taxi t6i ngdi nha moi nay, mdt noi ma ba chura
dat chén téi bao gio.

Sau bita sang, t6i én lau thay quén 40. Ba di cing dé xem phong mdi ctia o1

“Rong hon phong cii ciia chau nhidu,” t6i noi.

“U, rong hon,” ba dong y. “Chaumua thém ga trai giwrong voi rém moi di. Homng, ba nhin thay may kleu dep im, soc d6 hdng. Sau do, trai mot cai
tham do nira cho dong b, va thémmdt cai...” Pén ddy, ba tho dai. “Nhung chic me chau mudn sip xép theo y minh.”

“Chéc a thé,” t61 dong tinh.

Ba ngdi xudng girdng. “Margaret chau yéu,” ba diu dang néi, “ba mubn chic chéin ring ching ta van than thiét nhu xua.”

“Tét nhién rdi ba a!” toi dap lai.

“Vai daim ching dang 14 gi” ba tiép tuc. “Ba khong dén don chéu sau gioy tan hoc khong co nghiia i ba khong nghii dén chau hing ngay.”
“Chau biét, ba a.”

“Ba bao ndy. .. ba s& goi dién vao lic bay rudi mdi ti nhé. Chau thiy thé nao?”

“Khong can phai tdi ndo ciing goi du ba a,” t6i noi.

“Ba mudn thé! Do 1 quyét dinh ciia ba ma,” ba cudi Ion. “Nhur thé chéu co thé ké voi ba moi chuyén ¢ ddy, va ba s& lam cho chau thao tin nhu chura hé
roi New York. OK?”

“Vang duoc rdia.”

“Nhung Margaret ndy...”

“Sao a?”

“Chéau nhd nhic may ddy. Chéc 1 bd me chau khong thich ba goi nhidu thé dau. Chi ba chau minh biét v6i nhau thoi, duge khong?”
“Vang a. Chau thich nghe dién thoai im ma.”

Suot ngiy homa ay, ching t6i ngdi choi trong vurdn. Ba dan cho t61 mdt cai 4o moi, me trong méy loai hoa mia thu con bb ngdi doc sach. Trong lic d6 thi
01 tim ning. M& dau nam hoc véi mot kn da ram néng that 1 thich!

Budi t6i, ching t6i an db ba mang tdi va ctr mdi lan cit dua chudt mudi, ba lai xuyt xoa, “Mmm... khong gi bing do that!”

Khi trdi con séng, ching toi l4i xe dura ba vé nha ga Farbrook. Ba khong thich di b vao budi t6i & New York vi cir bi am anh i s& bi cudp. Trude khi



ra khoi xe, ba hon tam biét t6i rdi n6i véi bd me t6i, “Cir yén tim. Me hira chi dén mdi thang mdt 1an thoi. A... ¢ khi hai. Khong phai dé tham con,
Herb. Hay con, Barbara. Me phai dé mat dén Margaret ctia me... chi thé th6i!” Ba nhay niit vai toi.

Thé rdi ba véi Ky céi i dung gidy va boc db len, bude di duge mot doan thi quay lai vAy tay chio ching t6i cho dén Iic t6i khong nhin thiy ba dau nira.
Ban dang doc truyén Chiia C6 D6 Khong? La Con, Margaret duoc ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Chuong 4

Téi thir T, me gdi dau cho 6. Mg cudn toc thanh hai bi to trén du. Toi dinh dé thé ma di ngi nhung chi sau mdt gio | nhirc hét ca diu nén toi phai
day thao ra. Sang thir Nam, t6i ddy rat sém nhung lai c6 chut van d¢ vé an uéng. Me néi ngay dau tién di hoc ma cam thay lo lang kho chiu 1 chuyén
binh thudng. Me ké ngay xua me ciing nhur vay. Liic ndo me cling bdo ngay xua me thé ndy, the kia, cot dé t6i nghi rang cai gi me ciling bict.

Toi méic bo vy ¢t tong ké xanh dwong tré-lai-trudmg-hoc. Me thich t6i méic miu xanh duong, vinhur thé s& im ndi mau it ctia t0i. Toi x6 chan tran
vao doi gidy ludi mau nau. Me thi nghil nhur the that ngoc.

“Margaret, con phai di bo gan mdt dam déy.”

“Thisao a?”

“Thi sao, con biét i An nao khong di tit con ciing bi dau hét chan con gi.”
“Pau chan thi cling duoc chir sao!”

“Ciing duoc i ciing duoc thé nao? i tit vao!”

Pay I mot vin d&. Néu hiéu t6i dén thé sao me khong chiu thong cam cho viée t6i mudn di gidy ma khong di tit? Toi noi thing voi me: “Nancy bao |
khong ai di tat trong ngay dau tién ctia nam hoc I6p sau ca!”

“Margaret! Néu Itc 16n ma con ctr xir su thé nay thi me chiu khong bict [am gi voi con nita dau!”

Thém mdt van dé nita. Me lic ndo ciing néi chuyén khi t6i Ion. Thing hung 1én, Margaret! Tur thé dtng thi vé sau dang m6i dep duroc. Ding sita rira mt
di, Margaret! Khong thi I6n én lai day mun. Con véi t64, 1a mdt con nhdc tudi teen that kinh khing - mét day mun va lic nao cling s ngurdi boc nui!.

Cudi cling, me ciiing ndi chic t6i di hoc vui vé. Me hon ma va vd nhe vao lung toi. Toi xuét phét, hudng dén nha Nancy.

Liic cham dugc dén phong muroi tm cua truong cap mot Delano, chan 61 dau dél} mirc tuong nhu khong thé chiu ndi subt mot ngaty. Tai sao céc ba me
ludén ding trong nhitng vi€e theé nay nhi? Ma hoa ra ¢ dén mot nira s6 con gai di tat dén tdn dau goi.

e ching t6i vao 16p, gido vién y?m chua c6 mit. Y 6i 1 gido vién thit dy. Con c6 mot ban nit ma t6i twong a ¢6 gido, nhung hoa ra ciing chi la mot
hoc sinh trong 16p. Nho d6 cao lim (thé nén t6i trong nho la 6 gido) voi doi mit sac nhur mat meo. Co the thay rd duong vién cua cai 4o ngure mi nho
dang mic, va nhin tir phia trude thi biet ngay khong phai I ¢& nho nhéat. Nho ngdi mdt minh, khong n6i chuyén voi ai hét. Toi nghi 6 khi nho cling moi
dén, vi nhitng nguoi khac dang tim tum lai han huyén vé ky nghi he, kiéu téc mdi hodc nhitng thir nhur the.

Bdng nhién, 16p trat tir hin di khi co mdt nguoi dan dng budc vao, gat dau chao ching t6i rdi viét Ién bang mot cai tén.

MILES J. BENEDICT JR.

Khi quay xudng 16p, thiy hing giong. “D6 I tén t6i,” thiy n6i, chi vao cai bang, Xong lai hing giong thém hai lin nira. “Toi ki gido vién mdi clia cac em.”
Nancy choc vao sudn toi thim thi. “Cau c6 tin ndi khong?”” Ca 1op xi xio va cudi nhin nho.

Thiy Benedict lai viét 1én bang sau cau. Khi quay xudng nhin ching t6i, thay bét tay ra sau hrng va hoi ic I git gi. Khi thdy hing giong, toi biét thiy sip
noi gi do.

“Nio... 4... chc em da biét tén toi. Toi s& gi6i thiéu mdt chit vé minh. A... t6i hai tur tudi. Toi 4... t6t nghiép trudng Cao ddng Sur pham Columbia va ...
day Ia lan dau tién t6i ding 16p. Bay gio cac emda biét t6i roi, toi muon a. ... tim hiéu vé cac em. Vi vdy, néu cac ema... chép lai roi hoan thanh sau cau

trén bang, 61 s€ a... rat vui. Camon cac em.” Thay lai ho. T61 nghi thay sap bi dau hong rat ning.

Thiy Benedict Jr. tyr minh phét gidy cho hoc sinh. Toi doc miy cau thiy viét.
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HAY GOIEM LA...

EM THICH...

EM GHET...

NAM HQC NAY EM...

EM NGHI GIAO VIEN NAM...

Toi gim gim dau chiéc bit chi. Hai cau dau tién qua d&. Toi viét:
Tén em la Margaret Ann Simon.

Hay goi em la Margaret.

Hai céu sau kho hon. Téi thich va ghét hang triéu thir. Nhung t6i khong hiéu thdy nmudn hoi cai gi. Ma thay cting khong tra 101 thém bt ky cau hoi nao
nita. Thiy chi ngdi sau ban gido vién, quan sat ching toi. Thiy vit chéo chan, va gd gb ngén tay trén ban. Cudi cling, toi viét:

Em thich toc dai, ¢4 nglr, mii mura va cac thir mau hong,

Em ghét mun, khoai tAy nurdng, ghét ic me gian va ghét nhing ngay € ton gido.

Nizim hoc ndy em mudn ¢6 nhiéu niém vui. Va mubn hoc du gioi dé 1én 1op bay.

Emnghi gido vién nam..

Pay 14 cau kho nhét! Lam sao ma t6i biét durge co chir? Mbi gido vién mot khac.

Nhung t6i ching tim duoc cau tra i ndo chudn nhét ca. Vi thé i viét:

Emnghi gido vién namnguoc voi gido vién nil.

Péy! Viét thé 1a chuan nhat! D6 3 mdt cau tra 16 ngd ngan nhung t6i nghi cAu hoi ciing ngd ngén sén roi.

Lic hai rudi, Nancy chuyén cho t6i mdt miu gidy. Trong d6 viét: Hom nay sau gioy tan hoc, Hoi kin hop tai nha t6 - khong di tat!
Toi vé nha thay dd trude khi ti nha Nancy. Me dang chd t6i. “Nao 3n tam cai gi di, 16i ké hét cho me ngay dau tién thé ndo,” me giuc.
“Khong duge,” t6i n6i. “Con khong c6 thdi gian. Con phai sang nha Nancy bay gio. Con tham gia hoi kin ctia cau dy.”

“O hay d4y,” me nhan xét. “Thé ké vé ¢6 gido thdi ciing duge. C6 gido con thé nao?”

“La thay chir,” t6i n6i. “Thay Ay tén 1 Benedict va ddy 1 lin dau tién thay dumg 16p.”

“Oi Chuia! Gido vién moi ra trudng a. Thé ¢6 chan khong co chir?”

“Thiy 4y khong dén ndi ndo du a,” t6i n6i voi me. “Con nghi thiy tot ima.”

“Pé xem con hoc hanh thé nao,” me két luan.

Toi thay quin sodc 40 phong rdi di bd dén nha Nancy.

Ban dang doc truyén Chiia C6 D6 Khong? La Con, Margaret duoc ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Chuong 5

Cac thanh vién khéic d c6 mit ddy d. Janie Loomis, Gretchen Potter va Nancy. Chi ¢6 thé. Ching t0i ngi thanh vong tron trén hé nhd, an banh va
uong nue ngot Nancy mang ra. Thay Gretchen tir nhién &n lién mot ic sau céi banh Oreo, Nancy hoi rang sau mia hé nh6 da ting bao nhiéu can.
Gretchen bo lai bon cai r6i n6i “Khong nhicu lam”,
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“Céc cau co thay lic Laura Danker di vao sang nay khong?”” Nancy hoi.
“Nho d6 1a ai co?” t6i hoi lai.

Tét ca déu cuoi khic khich. Nancy néi véi toi, ra vé mot ba me. “Margaret than mén... cu khong thé bo qua Laura Danker duge. Con nho toc vang to
ding voi mot thir ciing to ding ma cau biét | cai gi rdi day!”

“Oi 6 cht y nho d6 ngay tir dau,” t6i néi. “Nho xinh that.”

“Xinh!” Nancy khit miii. “T6t hon hét I tranh xa nho d6 ra. Nho d6 ndi tiéng 1 xau xa d6.”

“Nghia 14 sao co?”’ t6i ngo ngac.

“Anh t& n6i nhd d6 thim thut v6i hin va Moose d6.”

“Va,” Janie thém vao, “Nho mic 40 16t tir 16p bon va t& ca i nho c6 roi.”

“Cau co chura, Margaret?” Nancy quay sang héi toi.

“Cé gico?”

“Kinh nguyét dy,” Nancy n6i, nhu thé déng & 12 t6i phai hiéu méi ding,

“Oi chura, chura ¢6. Thé cau c6 chwa?”

Nancy nudt mdt ngum nurée ngot, Fic dau néi: “Ching t¢ chura ai ¢6 ca.”

Nghe thé toi mimg Bm Gia sir ching n6 6 hét rdi mi toi chura ¢6 thi qué chét di duoe.

Gretchen chép miéng, phii hét vun banh khoi dii va noi: “Théi vao viée di”

“Pdng ¥,” Nancy néi. “Dau tién nhém minh phai cé mdt c4i tén dep trong ndm méi da. Moi ngudi ciing nghil tén cho nhém di nhé.”

Khong khi im king. Moi nguoi déu nghi ngoi. Toi ciing vor nhur dang ngam nghil. T6i con chang biét i gi vé& nhom thi im sao dat tén cho n6 duoc?
Gretchen goi y tn KTKS ¢6 nghi la Ku-te Khdi Sau. Janie cho ring tén d6 nghe tht ngd ngin. Thé 1 Gretchen bao néu J anie thong minh thi dat tén di
Janie dé nghi tén MIB CCG nghia la Cac C6 Gai ctia Miles J. Benedict. Nancy bao Janie da quén chit Jr & cudi tén ctia thdy Benedict. Janie tirc qua
nén bd vao phong vé sinh.

“Van & trong chit dé chinh,” Nancy n6i, “céc cau thiy thay Mile J. thé nao?”

“Rét dep trail” Gretchen cudi ric rich.

“Ua... nhung m gy gio xwong,” Nancy nhan xét.

Cudi cling, t6i ciing nghi ra c4i gi d6 dé noi. “Khong biét thay iy vo chura nhi?”’

Janie quay lai. “Té doan 1a chura. Trong thay Ay khong giéng ngudi da ¢6 vo.”

“Thé ndo ciing duoc, cac cau cb thiy cach thiy Ay nhin Laura khong?” Nancy hoi.

“Khong! Thé 42" Gretchen tron nt.

“Duong nhién! Bon con trai khong thé roi mit khoi nho d6,” Nancy khéng dinh.

“Nhung c6 phai nhé ¢b tinh imra vé nhu thé khong?” t6i hoi.

Ca ba déu pha én cudi rdi Nancy néi, “Oi Margaret!” Nancy rat gioi im t6i thiy minh nhu con ngbe.

Sau 6, ching ti ban vé cac cau héi ctia thiy Benedict va Gretchen noi réing nho da viét gio vién nam thi rat nghiém khéic - boi vi néu thiy nghi ching
t6i sQ, thay s€ t6 ra de chiu va hién lanh hon.

Toi thdy Gretchen am vay that thong minh va thiy tiéc 1 minh da khong viét nhur thé.
“Muc dich ca tit ca cac cau hoi do chi i kiém tra xem tui minh ¢6 binh thurong khong thoi,” Janie noi.

Toi khong biét diéu d6. Bay gior thi qua mudn roi. “Cé binh thuong hay khong am sao thiy biét duroc?” t6i hoi.



“DE ot,” Nancy ndi. “Tir cac cAu tra 10 ciia cau. Vi du néu cau ndi, toi ghét b me véi anh trai, thé i bat binh thuong roi. Hiéu chwa?”
Gid thi toi da hiéu.

Nancy bat ngdn tay tanh tach. “Té co mdt cai tén tuyét voi cho nhdm minh day,” nhd noi.

“Tén gi?”” Gretchen hoi.

“No6i di,” Janie giuc.

“Bon minh s¢ 1a B Tir STIN.”

“Nghia [a gi?”” Janie hoi.

Nancy hét toc ra sau, cudi mim “Séc-tién-thiéu-nién!”

“E, hay déy,” Gretchen tan thudng,

“T¢ thich tén ndy,” Janie kéu tudng lén.

Ching t6i bd phiéu kin dé thong qua tén nhém va tat nhién 1a cai tén dy duoc thong qua. Sau d6, Nancy cho ring mbi ngudi nén cd mdt cai tén sdc bi
mit ching han nhir Alexandra, Veronica, Kimberly hay Marvis. Nancy chon tén Alexandra, con t6i Ia Marvis.

Nancy nhic chiing toi khong dugc dé ai ¢ trurdng biét chuyén vé nhém va ¢ nhimg cude hop kin nhur thé nay ching t6i chi ding bi danh dé goi nhau.
Ching t6i cting tién hanh 1€ tuyén thé long trong sau d6 dét ra luat nhom

Luét clia Nancy I ching t0i déu phéi mic 40 16t. Toi théty mé minh d6 rye. Khong biét nhitng ban khéc da miic chua nhi. Toi doan Janie chura miic vi
khi Nancy n6i, nho cling cti mat xuong san nha.

Ludt ctia Gretchen 1 nguoi dAu tién dén ky thi phai ké hét cho ca nhém biét. Dic biét k cam giac khi “bi” nhur thé ndo. Ludt cua Janie | ching t6i déu
phai c6 mdt quyén sb Con trai, trong d6 tén ctia bon con trai duge xép theo mire do chiing t6i thich bon nd. Mi tudn, ching toi phéi trao dbi danh sach
d6 cho nhiing thanh vién khac trong nhdm xem

Sau ctng, Nancy hoi ludt cua toi 1a gi. Toi cha nghi ra cai gi hay nhu cta cac nho khac nén chi biét néi: “Bon minh nén gip nhau vao mdt ngay cd dinh
trong tuan.”

“Tét nhién!” Nancy néi. “Nhung ngiy nao?”’

“OK, nghi xem ngity ndo tot 4y,” Gretchen néi. “Thir Ba va thir Nam thi khong duroc. Minh phéi dén truong Do Thai”
“Oi Gretchen!” Janie kéu Ién. “Cu véi cai truong Do Thai 4y. Sao cdu khong bo quéch di cho xong?”
“T6 lai cha mudn a,” Gretchen phén tran. “Nhung con hon mdt ndm nita méi xong dugc.”

“Thé con cau, Margaret? Cau ¢6 hoc trurong d6 khong?”” Janie hoi toi.

“Céau hoi truong Do Thai 477

“Ua.”

“Khong, t¢ khong hoc,” t6i tra 1oi.

“Margaret khong dén ca truong Chiia nhét nita. éng khong?” Nancy hoi.

“Ua.”

“Céu lim thé no thé?” Gretchen hoi.

“Té khong theo ton gido ndo hét,” toi giai thich.

“Cau khong 4!” Gretchen hé hic mom

“Thé con bd me cau?”” Janie hoi.

“Ciing khong ndt,” t6i dap.

“Suréng thé khong biét!” Gretchen béo.



R6i ca mAy nho déu nhin t6i, ching ai néi cau gi, va toi cam thiy minh that ngdc nghéch. Vi thé, t6i ¢o giai thich: “Thé nay a... bd t6 theo dao Do Thai
con a... me t6 theo dao Thién Chia va...”

Nancy ngang niit én. “Tiép di,” nho giuc.

bayla ]ﬁn du tién ho cham chu ]éng’nghe 61 dén thé. ‘,‘CA)ng ba ngoai t6 sdng & Ohio, da bao ring ho khong mudn €6 mot nguroi con 1é theo dao Do
Thai. Néu me mudn hdly hoai cude song ctia minh thi day 1a chuyén riéng ctia me. Do do, 6ng ba khdng bao gio coibod t¢ 1a conré ca.”

“Khong dua diy chir!” Gretchen thét Ién. “Thé con gia dinh bén ndi cau?”

“Ba ndi t6 ciing khong mubn ¢ con dau theo Thién Chia gido, nhung it nhat thi ba ciing chép nhan viée diy.”

“Réi diéu gi xay ra?” Janie hoi.

“Bb me t¢ bo di”

“That laing man!” Nancy xuyt xoa.

“Va vi thé ho chang theo ton gido ndo ca.”

“Ho khong hé ¢6 161, Gretchen nhan xét. “Néu 1a t6, t& cling s& lamthé.”

“Nhung néu cau khong theo tn gido nio c, m thé nio cau chon dugc giira cac doan thé va Trung tm Cong ddng Do Théi?”” Janie hoi.
“Té khong biét,” t6i tra 1o, “Té chura bao gior nghi dén viée d6. C6 & nha t6 ching tham gia c4i gi luon.”

“Nhung moi ngudi déu tham gia mdt hoi gi d6 chir,” Nancy noi.

“Thé thi chéic I tlry b6 me t6 thoi,” t6i n6i, ¢b tinh két thic chi d& ndy. Toi khong dinh mdi gip lin dau da ké chuyén ctia minh cho nguoi khéc nhe.
“Th¢ a... bon minh s hop ngay nao nhi?”

Nancy tuyén bd r%u)g thir Sau khong duroc vi nho phai hoc piano. Con Janie néinho di hoc mia ba I vao thir Tu, thé nén t6i noi con lai mdi ngay thir
Hai va chiing t6i thong nhat s& hop vao thir Hai hang tuan. Tuan tdi, moi nguoi phai mang mdt quyén so6 Con trai dén va ching t6i s€ kiém tra lan nhau
xem cd méc 4o 16t khong,

Khi cude hop két thic, Nancy gio tay qua dau, nhim mét thim thi, “Vi B6 Tér STTN. Hura!”

“STTN mudn nim,” ching t6i dong thanh.

Vao bita ti, t6i ¢b tim cach ndi voi me vé chuyén 4o 16t. Néu thye su hiéu con gai dén thé, sao me chflng bao gio hdi t6i cd mudn miic 4o 10t khong,
Khi me hon chiic ti ngii ngon, t6i da néi chuyén d6. “Con mudn méic 4o 16t.” Chi 6 thé, khong long vong,

Me bat dén Ién. “Margaret... sao thé con?”

“Chi la con mudn thoi.” Toi trdn dudi cai chin dé me khong thiy mit t6i do tmg.

Me thé dai mot cai. “U, néu con mudn thi thir Bay t6i minh s& di shopping. Nhat tri khong?””

“NHhét tri,” t6i curoi. Me khong dén ndi t& nhi.

RO me tit dén va khép ho cira phong t6i lai. Toi tho' phao vi viée kho da xong.

Chua ¢6 d6 khong? La con, Margaret. Con vira ndi voi e [a con mudn mic 4o 16t. X]n Nguoi hily [am con lon léq Chua biét ma. Con mudn nhur
nhimg ¢ ban khac. Chiia bict khong, tat ca ban moi ctia con deéu tham gia cac doan thé hodc Ia Trung tm Cong dong Do Thai. Con tham gia cai gi biy
g0 a? Con khong biet Chia muon con lam gi.
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Chuong 6

Ngay hom sau, thdy Benedict goi t6i én ban thiy sau gid hoc. “Nay Margaret,” thiy noi. “Thiy mubn n6i chuyén véi em mdt chut vé ban giéi thiéu ciia
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em Vi dunhu, sao em lai ghét cac ngiy Ié ton gido vay?”

T6i héi han vo clng vi da viét nhur thé! That i ngu ngbe! Néu dung 1a thiy dang kiém tra xem bon t6i ¢6 binh thirdng khong thi chéic thiy nghf ring toi
khong binh thirong,

Toi cudi grong gao. “O, em chi viét thé thoi a,” t6i tra 104, “Chir emkhong ghét that dau a.”

“Nhit dinh phai ¢6 Iy do. Emnéi cho thiy biét durgc khong? Péy i bi mit ctia thay tro ta.”

Toi nhudng 16ng may bén phai vé phia thay Benedict. T6i rat gioi lim viéc ndy. Nhuéng mot bén ong may mi bén kia khong hé dong ddy. Toi hay him
thé nhimg Iic ching biét nbi gi. Thuong thi moi nguoi chiy ngay. C6 nguoi con hoi sao t6i lam duoc thé. Ho quén bién chuyén dang n6i ma chi chily
vao 1ong may ctia toi. T6i khong biét cy thé minh km thé nhur thé ndo. Toi chi cin nghi dén long may, thé 1 n6 tir dong xéch Ién. Toi chi nhudng duoc
bén phai thoi, chit bén trai thi chiu chét.

Thy Benedict nhan ra ngay diéu 4y, nhung khong héi t6i kim nhur thé ndo. Thay chi néi, “Thiy tin chic em c6 Iy do vo ciing chinh déng khi ghét cac
ngay [ ton gido.”

Toi biét thay dang chd t6i n6i gi do. Khong d& gi ma thiy cho qua vu ny, vi thé t6i quyét dinh virot qua thét nhanh. “Ddi véi em thi khong mdt ngay &
nao déc biét ca. Em khong theo ton gido nao hét,” toi ndi.

Thay to vé hai long, nhu vira khdm phé duge mdt bi mét sau kin. “Thay hiéu rdi. Thé con bd me em thi sao?”

“B§ me em cling thé. Khi ndo 16n, néu mubn em s& tu chon ton gido.”

Thiy Benedict khoanh tay lai, nhin t6i mit ic rdi ndi, “OK, Margaret. Emdi dugc r6i.”

Sau chuyén nay, mong la thay xép 6i vao dang binh thuong. Toi song & New York murdi mdt nam rudi roi ni chua bao gio nghi dén chuyén ai d6 s& hoi
vé t6n gido ctia minh. Ngay ca t6i con ching bao giy dé y t6i chuyén do nira . Bay gio, tur nhién né lai trd thanh van dé trong dai ctia doi o1

Tbi hom dé, ba goi dién ké ring da dang ky dugc hai SUdt & Trung tm Lincoln cho hai ba chau. Mbi thang, hai ba chiu s& gip nhau vao mdt ngy thir
Bay, an trra va di xem hoa nhac. Ba thét sang subt. Ba biét bd me t6i s& ching nd long nao n6i khong voi chuyén danh mbt ngay thir Bay hing thang &
Trung tAm Lincoln. D6 1 viin hoa ma. Va bd me nghi vin hoa hét sirc quan trong, Thé 12 ba va t6i c6 co hodi | gap riéng nhau. Nhung t6i cling mimg vi
Trung tm Lincoln khong bt dau churong trinh ngay 1ap tire boi t6i khong mudn c6 chuyén gi xen vao ngy Ao I6t.

Chuyén dﬁq tién cta sang thir Bay la Moose Freed dén don co cho ching ti. BS t6i gian ddi nip sau tor tap chi thé thao, ngon tay d& d& nhidu nhung
van phai quan bang,

Toi ngdi tha thin ngoai viron xem Moose cit co, cam thiy thich thi khi anh vira lim vira hat. T6i thich c4 ham ring ctia anh nita. Toi dé y khi anh cudi
v6i t61. Ham ring sach s, tring 16a, mdt c4i ring ctra con hoi khénh ra ngoai. Toi imra vé dang ban doc sach, nhung thuc ra t6i dang ngim anh.
Moose cir hudng it vé phia t6i  t6i lai cim miit vao quyén sach ngay. Néu t6i du diing cam, nhit dinh Moose s& 1 cai tén dau tién trong quyén sb
Con trai ctia t6i, nhung Nancy s& nghi gi nhi? Nho ghét anh im

Sau bita ti, me bao voi b 1 ching toi s& dimua sdm. Ching t6i m6i chi c6 mot chiée 6 t6 nén me dang dinh mua thém céi nita, boi vi & Farbrook
khong c6 xe buyt con taxi thi qua dat. BO bao dé xem da nhung t6i bict nha t6i s€ som cd xe mdi thoi. B lic ndo ciing nghe 101 me ma.
Me dira t6i dén gian hang Lord & Taylor ¢ mdt trung tim mua sam. Toi méc vay ké xanh da troi, di gidy khong tit va dén ba miéng bang vao vét mun

nude ¢ chan.

Dau tién, ching t6i bude vao khu dd 16t rdi me bao véi nguoi ban hang | mubn chon 40 16t cho 6. Nguoi ban hang nhin 01 mot cai, sau d6 bao me
ring chung t6i nén dén khu db danh cho thiéu nién, & day cd 4o lot ¢ rat nho. Me t6i camon ¢d ta con toi thi nguong mubn chet' Ching t6i di thang
may xuong khu danh cho thiéu nién. O day trung bay rét nhidu quan, 40 16t ddng bo. Tir trude t6i gio 6 chi méic quan con tréng va 4o con loai thudng
Thinh thoang néu di dy tiéc, toi hay nyic vay quan 16t. Me i dén quay, n6i voi cb ban hiang I ching toi muén tim 4o 16t. Toi i v& phia sau, gia nhur
khong biét gi. Chura hét, t6i con ctii xudng gai mdt vét mudi dt moi.

“Lai day nao chau yéu!” nguoi ban hang goi.

Toi ghét bi goi 1 chéu yéu. Toi bude vé phia quiy, nhudng may phai vé phia ¢b ta.

Tay véi Ién noc quiy, cota ﬁép tuc, “Dé ¢6 do cho chéu ndo.” RAi vira vong céi thude ddy quanh nguoi ti, ¢d ta vira cudi véi me toi. “Hai tim” c6 ta
noi 1o to lam t61 chi muon cau cho mot cai.

Sau do, co ta 161 mot déng 40 16t ra, bﬁy trén mat qufiy trude mit hai me con. Me t6i xem xét tirng cai mit.

“Chau yéunay...

¢6 nghil chdu nén ding céi Gro-Bra. Chau I6n t¢i dau no gian ra t6i d6. Chau chua vira ¢ A d6i dau. Hay 1a chau ctr mic thir xem cai nao thoai mai
nhat ”C6 ta dan chung i vao phong thay dd ctra mau hong c6 khéa. Me t6i ngdi ngay trén ci ghé trong d6. Toi cdi vay, bén trong khong miic gi ngoal
quan I6t. Cam chiéc 4o 16t dau tién Ién, thé nio t6i lai virong tay vao ddy 0. Khong gai duoc moc 4o, t6i phai nhd me gitip. Me chinh lai cai moc 4o 16



cham vao phan dang trudc cia toi. “Thiy thé nio?” me hoi.
“Con khong biét,” ti dap.

“C6 chat qua khong?”

“Khonga.”

“C6 16ng khong?”

“Khonga.”

“Con thich cai nay khong?”

“Connghi...”

“Thir céi ndy xem”

Me c6i chiéc dau tién ra roi méc chiéc thir hai vio ngudi t6i. Khong biét dén lic ndo t6i méi tyr m duroc. C6 khi ngiy ndo me ciing phai méic quin 4o
cho 6i mét.

Cai ndy mém hon cai trude. Me bao nd lim bang soi tong hop. Toi thiy d& chiu ra phét. Me gat dau. Cai thir ba thi trong rét dep mit. N6 lam bang ren
khién t6i ngira rAm ran. Me bao cai ndy cha thuc t€ gi ca.

Trong khi t6i méic lai vay thi 6 ban hing g6 ctra. “Thé nao rdi? Chi tim duoc cai ung y chua?”

“Toi Iy ba céi loai ndy,” me néi va chi vao cai 4o 16t loai mém

Lic quay tr6 lai quiy, ching t6i cham mét me con Janie Loomis & d6.

“O chao Margaret,” nhé néi. “Té dang chon méy bo d6 ngii mia dong.” Hai ma nho do dir va t6i nhin thiy mot dng 4o 16t trén quiy trurée mit nho.
“Té ciing thé,” t6i tra o1, “T mua may b ngii bang ni mong dé dong nic.”

“Thé thi gap nhau vao thir Hai nhé,” Janie dép.

“U.... thir Hai.” May sao me t6i dang & cudi ddy qudy, tra tién 4o 16t cho toi.
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Chuwong 7

Vira vé dén nha, t6i 6m ngay cai tii chay thing Ién phong. Céi phing Vay, t01 méc 4o lot vao. Toi vong 4o qua thét lung, cai khoa trudc rdi moi chinh vé
ding vi tri. Toi udn ngudi Ién, xoay nghiéng ngudi trude gwong. Trong van ching khac gi. Toi coi doi tat ra, nhdi vao hai bén 40 16t dé trong cho Ion.
Lam thé 4o 16t Tai bj chét qua, nhung t6i thich bd nguc cua t6i lic do. Glong Laura Darker. Toi rit d6i tt ra, vitt vao mdt xo.

Bén ban in, b khong ngét ca ngoi toi. “Oi, con 16n that rdi, Margaret. Khong con i bé con nira.”

Toi chi biét dap: “Oi bd!”

Thir Hai, t6i ngdi sdm soi d4m con trai trong 1op. Trudc ba gio chiéu, toi phai co vai cai tén trong s6 Con trai. T6i chon Philip Leroy vi cau dep trai nhit.
Va Jay Hassler vi c6 d6i mat mau nau dep hut hon va mong tay sach s€. Toi quyet dinh dirng & d6 va s€ giai thich rang toi chura bict thém ai khac.

Vira diing trude khi chudng hét gios vang, thay Benedict tuyén bd i mdi hoc sinh s& phai thyre hign mot du 4n ca nhan kéo dai sudt nam hoc.

Lii hoc sinh rén ri phan déi.

Théy Benedict gio tay kn. “Ca I6p &, khong dén ndi chén thé dau. Thir nhét, ddy | chuyén cé nhan - chi riéng mdi em va thay biét thoi. Thiy s& khong
héi cac emchudé cia dy an la gi. Thay muon cac em tur chon lay chii d€ va tién hanh theo céach cuia cac em Biéu bat bude duy nhat 1a dy an ay phai la
céaigido... 0... co ynghia.”

Lairén.
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Trong thay Benedict nhén nhé. “Tdi ctr tudng cac em s thich thil m.”

Toi nghiép thiy Benedict. C6 vé théy thét vong lim. Qua cach thiy noi, t6i c cam gidc 13 bon i lamthfiy hdi hop. Cha dira ndo so thdy mdt ti gi, ma
hoc smhtlmtnlneucmgnensotlmyglao chir. C6 lic thiy ngdi & ban gido vién, langlenhlnnhuthe thay khong tin ring ching t6i dang thét sy c6 mit &
dAy. Tt nhién Nancy nhén ra ngay | thdy chua bao gits goi Laura Danker. Toi thi ching dé y.

Trong lic ching t6i xep hang de vé nha, thiy Benedict nhéic rang thir Nam Iop s& co mdt bai kiém tra hai chiong dau trong sach nghién ctru x3 hoi. Thay
n6i xin ching t6i chuan bi cho tt. Phén Ion céc gido vién khac khong bao gior néi xin.

Sau gio' hoc, ching t6i dén thang nha Nancy. Trude khi vao cude hop chinh, ching t6i ban ludn vé thiy Benedict va dy 4n ctia thiy. Ca bon déu cho
rang chuyén ndy that dién khing va khong ai c6 thé niin ra mot y tudng nao.

Lic sau, Nancy diém danh. “Veronica!”
“Cé minh,” Gretchen noi.

“Kimberly!”

“C6 minh,” Janie ho.

“Marvis!”

“Co6 minh,” t6i tra [oi.

“Va ¢6 minh... Alexandra.” Nancy gap quyén s diém danh lai. “Nao, vao viéc thoi. Hay cing s lung nhau dé kiém tra xem moi ngudi da miic 4o 16t hét
chura.”

Bon t6i déu miic.

“Cau mic loai gi vy, Janie?” Gretchen hoi.

“Loai Gro-Bra,” Janie dap.

“Té ciing thé!” ti noi.

“Té ciiing thé,” Gretchen cuoi.

“Té thi khong,” Nancy n6i, giong ddy tu hao. “Té ding loai ba muroi hai A dup.”

Bon t6i déu bat ngd.

“Néu muén thodt khoi cai mé 4o 16t tré con Ay, cac cau phai luyén tip,” Nancy tiét 19.

“Luyén tap thé ndo co?”” Gretchen hoi.

“Thé ndy ndy,” Nancy noi. Roi nhd khum tay thanh hai néim dam, gip khuyu tay, dua tir déing truéc ra déing sau, dong thoi udn ngyc kén. “Toi phai.. t0i
phai... toi phai tang vong nguc.” Nho lap di lp lai. Chung 61 bat chude cac dong tac va dong thanh voi Nancy. “Tui minh phai... tui minh phai... tui minh
phai ting vong nguc!”

“Tét lim,” Nancy nhan xét. “Mdi ngdy lam ba muroi lim Ian, ¢ hira chic thé ndo céc cau ciing dugc nhur y.”

“Bay giy dén s6 Con trai,” Gretchen tuyén bd. “Moi nguoi sin sang chura?”

Chiing t6i dé bdn quyén s6 Con trai trén san nha, va Nancy lan luot xem tirng guén Xem xong, nho lién chuyén cho ching t6i. Pau tién d quyén ctia
Janie, ¢6 bay cdi tén trong d6. S6 mot 14 Philip Leroy. Gretchen vict bon tén, so mot ciing I Philip Leroy. S6 cua Nancy 6 tan muoi tim dira. Toi thim
chi con khong biet hét tén murdi tdm dira con trai! Va dira dau tién 13 Philip Leroy. Lic doc quyén s6 ctia t6i, Nancy bi nghen vi nudt cé cuc da trong

cbc coca. Sau khi hét nghen, nho doc to: ) mot... Philip Leroy.” Moi ngudi déu cudi. “S6 hai... Jay Hassler. Sao cau lai chonn6?”
Toi tirc dién Ién. Tai sao t6i lai phai n6i trong khi nho va nhirng nguoi khéc thi khong, Toi nhudng may vé phia nho doan quay di chd khac. Nho hiéu y
ngay.

Khi ching t6i xong viée, Nancy mo ctra phong minh. Evan va Moose dang rinh & ngoai nghe trom. Hai tén d6 theo bon t6i xubng lau, ra ngoai vuon. Khi
Nancy quat: “Bién di, bon niy ban,” Evan va Moose pha én cudi.

Bonné gao 1én: “Tui minh phai... tyi minh phai... tui minh phai ting vong nguc!”. Sau d6 bon no lan ra co, 1on di 1on lai va cuoi sﬁng siic, ti cAu cho bon
nd & luén ra quan.



Thir Ba, trong gior on tap s6 hoc, toi nghe théy mot mdt con chimndo d6 kéu pip. Nhicu dira khéc va ca thy Benedict ciing nghe théy. Toi biét thé vi
thay thay ngang Ién. Vira quay lai voi bai tap, t0i lai nghe thay pip.

Sau tiéng pip thir hai, thay Benedict di dén chd cira s6, m6 toang ra. Thiy ngd ra ngoai, nhin Xung quanh Nigay khi 4y, thém ba tiéng pip nita lai 1 vang lén
& trong phong, Thiy Benedict quay lai ban, tay chap sau lung. Pip. Toi nhin sang Nancy, biét chic tiéng d6 phat ra tir nho. Nhung nho khong hé quay
sang nén t6i cting cha ndi gl Thiy Benedict ngdi xudng, gb tay xubng ban. Khong lau sau, 16p hoc ching 61 bién thanh cira hang ban chim canh. Mbi
gidy lai co mot tiéng pip. Ca lop khong ai nhin duoc cuoi. Khi Nancy da vao chan t6i dudi gim ban, toi biét da dén hrot minh. Toi cti dAu xudng, gid vo
dang tiy mot d4p an sai. Khi thoi nhitng vun tay bay di, ti kéu... pip. Vira khi thiy Benedict nhin vé phia t6i thi lai mot tiéng pip khac vang lén ¢ phia
bén kia I6p. Toi nghi d6 1a Philip Leroy. Ching t6i chd thay Benedict noi gi d6, nhung thiy van im king,

Sang hom sau, trude khi ching t6i dén Iop, tit ca ban ghé da duoc ké lai. Bay gid, bon day ban duoc xép thanh hinh chit U Ién & giita phong. Con ¢6
ca thé tén dinh trén mbi ban. Ngdi canh t6i i mdt ké ma t6i rat ghét, Ay chinh la Freddy Barnett. Toi biét chéic Freddy 1 mot dira rt nghich ngom vi
ngay déu tién di hoc t6i da thiy n6 dimg sau lung Jay Hassler, khi Jay dom ngdi xudng né bén kéo phét cai ghé ra, lam Jay ngi chong vo trén san. Toi
ghét nhitng dira lam tro d6! Toi phai hét strc can than dé khong roi vao bay ctia Tom him DAy I biét danh ching t6i dat cho n6 bai vi trong ngay hoc
dAu tién n6 bi chay ning trong nhur con tom him

Nhung nguoi pgéi bén kia t61 con kinh khtng hon, d6 chinh 1a Laura Danker! To1 sqﬂdén 1ndi khong dam nhin vé phia nho nita. Nancy doa rang tiéng xéu
ctia nho c6 the Ay sang t6i. Nhung t6i ching viée gi phai lo qua the vi Laura cling chang nhin vé phia t0i lan nao. Nho chi nhin thang. Ty nhién B6 Tix
STTN bi tach ra moi dira mot noi. Va Nancy (sudng theé khong biét!) duge ngdi ngay canh Philip Leroy!

Khong dira ndo pip piéc gi nita. Thiy Benedict din chiing ti chuin bi cho bai kiém tra xa hoi hom sau. Chiéu hom dé, ching t6i co i thé duc. Bon
con trai tAp bong chay voi thiy, con Iii con gai, dudi sy quan Iy ciia ¢d Abbott, dimg vao hang theo thir tur tir thdp dén cao. Toi dimg thir ba tir cudi kén,
Janie xép dau tién, Laura Danker dimg cudi cing, Gretchen va Nancy ¢ giira. Khi bon t6i di vao hing xong xudi, cd Abbott bat dau n6i vé tur thé va
viée dmg thang quan trong nhur thé ndo. “DUi cac em c6 cao nhur thé ndo ciing khong bao giy duge gi lung, vi chiéu cao I mt tang vit.” Vira néi, co
Abbott vira dimg thing day rdi hit that sau. Trong cd it nhét phai cao dén mdt mét tm. Janie va ti nhin nhau cudi ric rich. Ching t6i khong dwge mén
qua do.

Sau d6, c6 Abbott n6i vi ching toi d 16n va hoc 1p séu rdi nén namnay s& c6 thém mdt vai chuyén d& trong churong trinh hoc. “Mot vai chuyén e rét
riéng tur chi danh cho céc ban nit.” C6 chi n6i thé nhung t6i hiéu ngay. Sao ngui ta ctr phai chér dén 16p sau, khi ma chiing t6i d tur biét hét moi thir rdi
co chir!

T6i hom Ay t0i 6n bai rét k. Toi doc hai churong du ciia quyén sach nghién ciru xa hoi nhitng bon ki, sau d6 ngdi trén san phong ngi luyén tap. “Toi
phai... t61 phai... toi phai tang vong nguc!” Toi tap ba nham lan r6i moi 1€ ngudi In giurdng ngu.

Chia c6 d6 khong? La con, Margaret. Con vira luyén tap dé Ion nhanh hon. Chua da bao gio nghi dén chuyén d6 chira? Chuyén con Ion én 4y. Bay gio
con n¥c 4o ngye roi. Pa niic o ngye thi phai co ngue chir. Tét nhién néu Chia nghi con chura sn sang thi con ciing hiéu a. Ngiy mai, con c6 mit bai

kiém tra. Xin Nguoi hiy cho con diém tot nhé. Con muén Bm Nguoi tir hao. Ta on Chia.

Séng hom sau, thty Benedict i tu phét bai kiém tra. Cau hoi thy da viét sén trén bang, Thy béo ching t0i bt dau m ngay khi nhn duoc gidy kiem
tra ciia minh. Freddy Tom htim huych t6i, thi tham, “Pung viet tén.”

“Dlmg viét tén i sa0?”” t6i hoi lai.
Freddy thi thim, “Néu khong viét tén thi thay s& khong biét bai ndo ctia dira nao. Hiéu chura?”

Toi hiéu ngay nhung khong thich thé chit ndo. Nhét k khi t0i da doc bai dén bon lan. Nhung néu da khong ai viét thi t0i ciing s& khong viét. Toi cim
thay nhu bi choi déu vi thay Benedict s€ khong bao gio bict t61 da 6n ki dén the nao.

Toi im hét cac cAu trong vong murdi kim phit. Thay Benedict bao Janie thu bai. Khong biét thy s& kim gi khi phat hién ra tat ca cac bai kiém tra déu
khong c6 tén. Toi nghi thay s€ buc lam nhung ngoai viée gilt ca 1op lai sau gio hoc, thay ciing khong lam duoc gi nhieu. Chang € lai dudi hoc ca 16p?
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Chwong 8

Séng thir Sdu khi ching ti vao phong, trén mbi ban da c6 mdt to kiém tra. M&i & déu duogc dénh déu va viét tén sén. Toi duge chin tim diém. Toi
su6ng ron trong khi Freddy Barnett thi tiu nghiu. Cau ta duoc ¢6 ndmba diém! Thiy Benedict khong he da dong gi dén chuyén ching tdi khong vict tén
vao bai kiém tra. Thay chi dimg d6 cuoi cuol. “Chao ca 16p,” thay noi ma khong hang giong nhu moi khi. Toi nghi the 1a thay da thang van nay.

Sau d6 thily lai nhéic ching ti v& dyr 4n ¢ nhén. Thiy béo ching t0i dimg ché dén phit cudi mdi mong néy ra y gl d6 bét chot. Thily béo hét tuin nay
moi ngudi nén xac dinh 10 chil dé cla minh va bat dau viet.
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Toi nghii nat ca oc cling khong ra cai gi c6 y nghia mé t6i sin long chia sé voi thdy Benedict. Tirc 1 lim sao t6i c6 thé viét mdt bai nghién ciru sudt ca
ndm vé céi 40 16t va cac cau chuyén lién quan dén n6 duge. Hoac tinh cam ciia t6i véi Moose. Hay vé Chiia. Puoc khong nhi? Khong hén 1 vé& Chiia -
khong bao gits t6i dé 16 chuyén do cho thiy Benedict biét - mi v& ton gido ndi chung c6 thé ciing khong ndt. Néu chon duroc tn gido, t6i da biét minh
mubn tham gia cac doan thé hay Trung tim Cong ddng Do Thai. Diéu Ay c¢6 y nghia ddy chir nhi? Dang 18 t6i phai nghii ra tir trude.

Chiia ¢ d6 khong? La con, Margaret. Chiia nghi sao néu con im dyr 4n vé ton gido. Chiia dong y nhé? Con s& ké Chita nghe moi chuyén va s& khong
lambat cr dieu gi ma khong hoi y kien Ngudi. Con nghi ¢a dén ltic con quyét dinh minh 1 ai r6i. Con khong thé khdng I3 ai mai duge, Chua nhi?

Sang thir Bay, me t6i lai xe dua t0i Ién duwong céi, t6i tram xe buyt New York. Do 1 lin dAu tién t6i di mot minh, nén me lo ing im.

“Nghe ndy, Margaret... dung ngdi canh dan ong. Cing dimg ngdi mot minh hay,ngc;)i canh ¢6 nao xinh qua nhé. Tim chd dau xe ma ngdi. Néu xe khong
6 dieu hoa thi mo cira s6 ra nhé. Khi téi noi roi, hily hoi mt phy nit duong xuong nghe chua. Ba s€ chd con ¢ quay I tan.”

“Con biét i, biét roi” Nha t6i di dén d6 choi hang ti lin nhung khi xe buyt dén, me t6i van nhoai ngudi ra khoi xe, ndi voi nguoi i xe bugt.
“Con gai t6i di mdt minh. Anh dé y chéu ho t6i nhé. N6 chura di bao gio.”
“Yén tril” nguoi l4i xe tra 1oi. Sau d6, me vay tay chao. Toi nhén mit quay di chd khac.

Toi thay ba dung vi tri ¢ hen. Ba hon toi thit nng nhiét. Nguoi ba toa mixi thom dé chiu Fim. Ba méic bo d6 méu xanh 14 va ké vién mit ciing mau xanh
14 n6t. Toc ba mau vang anh bac. Ba nhudm toc hau nhur mdt thang mot lan.

Khi chiing t6i ra khoi bén xe cudi, ba bao: “Chau xinh im, Margaret. Méi toc dep qua co!”

Ba e ndo cling ndi nhing cau thit dé thirong, Ma toc t6i ciing dep hon that. Téi thiy trong sach bao 1 néu chai du ding cach, toc 6 thé moc ra vai
phan moi thang,

Chiing t6 &n trura ¢ nha hing gn Trung tim Lincoln. Liic dang nhAm nhi cai banh put dinh s6 ¢6 la, t6i thi thém: “Chéu dang méic 4o 16t ddy. Ba ¢6 nhin
thay khong?”

“C6 chir, ba thiy chir,” b tra Ioi.

“Ba thdy ha?”” t6i ngac nhién Bim, quén ca an. “Trong chau thé nao a?”

“Ngudi Ion hon nhidu,” ba gat gii tra 10i giira hai lan nhip tich ca phé. T6i khong biét nhur thé c6 ding khong nén tam thoi cir coi nhu 1 that.

Sau do, hai ba chau di nghe hoa nhac.

Toi khong con bdn chdn nhur hdi bé niva. Toi ngdi im king, chim chit nghe nhac. Lic tam nghi, hai ba chéu ra ngoai di dao. Toi rt tthh cai dai nuée o

gitta Trung tdm Lincoln, con thich hon ca nhlmg budi hoa nhac. Téi thich nhin moi ngum dilai. C6 lan, t6i con thay mot cO nguoi mau dtng chup dnh
canh dai nude. Lic do troi lanh nhur cit ma ¢6 vin mic vay mia hé. Thé I t6i quyét dinh khong trd thanh ngudi mau. Cho di vé sau ti ¢ dep thé ndo

di ching nira.

Trén duong di taxi v& tram cudi clia xe buyt, toi chot nghi ra ba 1 ngudi Do Thai. Ba 1 nguoi tuyét voi nhét 6 thé gitp toi bat dau du an. Thé 1a toi hoi
ba, “Liic ndo ba din chau di & dén voi nhé?”.

Ba nhin t6i khong chdp mit. Toi chura thiy miit ba mo to thé bao gio.
“Chau ni gi co? Chau néi chau mubn ki nguoi Do Thai ding khong?” ba nin tho.
“Khong a. Chau bao mudn vio dén xemn6 thé nao.”

“Oi Margaret ctia ba!” ba 6m choang By t6i. Toi nghi chéc chi l4i xe trdng hai ba chéu bi dién. “Ba biét chéu i con gai Do Théi tir trong trimg nure
ma! Ba biet ma!” Ba 161 khan mii xoa ra, cham nhe 1én niit.

“Ba oi, khong phai d4u,” t6i ¢b giai thich. “Ba biét chau khong i gi ma.”

“Chau n6i thé thoi, nhumg ba khong bao giortin. Khong bao gio!”” Roi ba diém nhién xi mii. Xong xubi, ba ndi thém: “Ba biét roi. O Farbrook chéu ¢
nhiéu ban Do Thai im ding khong?”

“Khong a. Ban beé chau cha lién quan gi ca.”
“Thé tai sao? Ba khong hiéu.”
“Chéu chi muén xemn6 nhur thé ndo thoi. Puoc khong a?” Chéc chin toi s& khong hé ring ti gi vé thiy Benedict.

Ba ngi lung ra ghé, mim cudi that tuoi. “Ba hdi hop qua! Ba s& vé nha, goi dién cho ngai gido singay. Chau s& dén d6 cing ba vio ngy Tét Do Thai”
Nhung dot nhién ba nghiém nit, “Me chau 6 biet khong?”



Téi fic dau.

“Bb chau?”

Téi lai lc.

Ba vd V0 tay Ién tran. “Phai néi véi bd me chau 1a viée nay khong phai y ba dau nhé. Khong thi mét day!”

“‘Bayéntamdia.”

“Vé van!” me phan (mg nhu vay ngay khi vira nghe tin d6. “Con thira biét bd me nghi thé nao vé ton gido rdi ddy.”

“Me béo khi 16n 1én con ¢6 thé chon co ma!”

“Nhung Margaret, con chura du lon dé duoc phép chon!”

“Con chi mudn thir thdi,” t6i Iy ludn. “Con s& dén ca nha thd nita, nén me dimg ndi khing lim gi duoc khong!”

“Me khong ndi khimg! Me chi thiy tudi con ma ban tim dén ton gido thi thit ngd ngan.”

“Con di dugc khong a?” t6i van cwrong quyét.

“Me khong cAm” me tra 1o

“Véng, Thé thi con & di.”

Sang ngy Tét Do Thai, t6i ndm trén giwdng, néi chuyén voi Chia.

Chta c6 d6 khong? La con, Margaret. Homnay, con s& den dén tho... voi ba. Homnay 1a ngay 18 ma. Chéc Chia ciing biét. BS con nghi ddy 1 mdt sai
JAm, con me con béo chuyén ndy thét rd dai, nhumg con van di. Con tin n6 s& gitip con quyét dinh con i ai. Chua bao gios con vao dén hay nha thd. Con
s€ tim Nguoi.
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Chuwong 9

Toi dién quan 4o moi va doi mil nhung nho. Mg bio rang vao ngay & Do Théi moi nguroi déu mic quan do méi. Thing Mudi nédm nay am ap va bd ké
h61bo con be, ngay 1€ Do Thai nao troi cling amap. Toi phai di ging tay trang, nén ca ban tay cr damdia m0 hoi Lic toi dén New York, doi ging tay
da Iamlemhét ca vi the t6i thao ra, roi dut vao tii xach. Nhu thuong I§, ba don t6i ¢ di€ém xe buyt cudi ciing, roi chung t6i bat taxi dén dén tho.

Khi ching t6i dén noi thi & muroi rudi. Ba trinh thé cho ngudi xép chd, rdi dng xép hai ba chau t6i ngdi & hang thir nam, ddy gitra. Ba thi thim véi miy
ngudi ngdi gin ring t6i ki chéu gai Margaret ctia ba. Ho nhin t6i, curdi cudi, t6i bén cudi lai. May ma khong lau sau do, ngai gido sibudc 1én san khiu,
dura hai tay Ién cao. Trong Iic 6ng lam thé, tiéng dan organ ém diu vang Ién. Nhac hay Em Gido siméic 4o thung tring dai, trong gidng hét trang phuc
cta thy tu, chi khac 1 khong c6 céi 6 4o 1t ra ding sau. Ong ciing d6i mdt cai mii bé ti m ba goi 1 yarmulke[1].

[1] Loai mii nho, hinh tron thuong duoc ngudi Do Thai doi trong nhitng dip 18 tét ciia ho.

Giéo sindi ki chao ching t6i rdi bét dau ¢ nhitng hanh ddng ma t6i khong hiu ndi. Ching toi phai dimg lén ngdi xudng rt nhidu lin va doi khi phéi cam
sach, dong thanh doc cac doan kinh bang tieng Anh. T6i dang doc céi gi chinh t61 cting khong hiu may. Mot lic sau, doi hop xuéng lai hat trén nén nhac
organ. Khoanh khiic ay la thich nhat. C6 nghi thire lai ding tiéng Do Thai ¢o va t6i niit tron niit det vi thay ba co theé doc tr6i chay theo gido si

Trong khi d6, t6i toan nhin ngang ngira dé quan sét xung quanh. Nhung vi ngdi & hang thir néim nén t6i cting khong nhin dugc gi nhiéu ngoai bon hang
trurde miit. Toi biet néu quay dau lai nhin nhitng ngwdi dang sau thi that bat lich sy. O trén sén khau c6 hai cai du to bang bac dung day hoa trong dep
fim

Muoi mit gio' rudi, ngai gido si 1bat dau dlen thuyét. Ba £0ido 14 giang dao. M6i dAu, t6i con ¢b nédn 6¢ xem 6ng ndi gi. Nhung duoc mit lic, t6i chuyén
sang dém nhitng chiéc il sic s& mau sic trude mét. Pén khi ngai gido si giang dao xong, t0i da dém duoc tat thay tdm cdi ndu, séu cai den, ba cai do,
mdt cai vang va mot cai mau da béo. Sau d6, moi ngudi déu dimg ca ddy hat mot bai bang tiéng Do Théi cb ma t6i khong biét tén. Chi c6 thé! Toi cir
turong phai c gi nira kia. Toi khong biét chinh x4c 1 c4i gi. Mot cam gide chéing han. Nhung c6 & phéi dén nhiéu hon m6i hiéu vé viée ny.

Sau do, moi nguoi d6 ra chét cimg cac 16i di, ba kéo t6i vao mdt goc cho dd dong ma hoi. “Margaret, chau c6 mudn gip ngai gido si khong?”
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“Chau khong biét,” t6i tra 16i. Thure 1ong, t6i chi mubn ra ngoai cho thoang,
“Nao, di gip 6ng dy dil” ba cudi voi toi. “Ba da ké cho ngai nghe vé chau rdi.””

Ching t6i xEp hang che bét tay ngai gido si. Méi moi dén hot, t6i dimg ddi dién voi gido s Kellerman. Trong ong khé tré va hoi giong thiy Miles J.
Benedict Jr, nhung khong gay nhu thay.

Ba nhéic t6i, “Bét tay di, Margaret.”

To6i chia tay ra.

“Ngai gido si, ddy 1 chau t6i, ma t6i da ké cho ngai nghe roi ddy. Chau né tén i Margaret Simon.”

Ong gido sibit tay t6i. “A, ding roi. Margaret! Chic mimg Yom Tov.”

“Vang,” t6i dap lai.

Gio sibat cudi. “Tirc 1 chic mimg ndm moi d6. Homnay, ching ta t chirc mimng nam méi ma.”

“A,” i tra 1o, “Chic mimg nam méi ngai gido si.”

“Chau co thich nghi thitc & day khong?” ng hoi.

“C6 a,” tdi tra 1. “Chau thich lima.”

“Tét... tt.” C)ng lic tay t61 thém vai lan nita. “Liic ndo chau dén ciing duogc. Pé hiéu thém vé& moi nguoi chau a. Pé hiéu thém vé& moi nguoi va Chia.”
Pén khi v& nha, t6i lai bi hoi cung,

“Budi K thé ndo ha con?” me hoi.

“Binh thuong a.”

“Con c6 thich khong?”” me lai hoi.

“Cling hay a,” t61 dap.

“Thé con c¢6 hoc dugc cai gi khong?” b ciing to md hoi.

“O nim hang du c6 tam cAi mii ndu va sau cai mi dena.”

B4 cudi am. “Hoi con bé, bd thurong dém sb 1ong v trén may c4i mil.” Thé 1 ching toi cling pha 1én cudi.
Chia c6 d6 khong? La con, Margaret. Con that s bat dau r@}i Pén cudi ndim hoc, con s biét tat ca nhitng gi can biét vé ton gido. Va trude khi vio cip
hai con s€ bict minh Ia ai. Va con c6 thé tham gia cac doan thé hodc trung tAm nhu moi nguoi.
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Chuwong 10

Vo tuan dau tién ctia thang Mudi mot, ¢6 ba chuyén xay ra. Chuyén thir nhét | Laura Danker lin d4u tién mic 40 len dén 1op. Mat thiy Benedict gin
nhur 16i hén ra ngoai. Nhung Nancy bao ring thuc ra toi chéng nhan thiy diéu dy. Freddy Tém him ciing dé y. N6 bao ti, “Ciling méic 40 len n sao
tréng mity khong durge nhur thé ha Margaret?” Roi né bo ra cudi, v dii den dét. Toi nghi that nure cuoi. Ngiy ndo t6i ciing niic 4o len 1 vi t6i co nhicu
Jam. Toan 1 40 dic biét ma ba dan cho t6i. K& ca khi ti nhét tat vao a0 ngyec thi trong toi van thua xa Laura Danker. Toi ban khoan ligu nho ¢6 thim
thyt v6i Evan va Moose khong. Tai sao nho lai im viée ngu ngde nhur vay?

Didu d6 khién t6i nhé dén viee Moose d cit co, don hét 4 kho trong vuron nha t6i, va ndi s& trd lai vao miia xuan. Thé nén, néu khong gip nhau tai nha
Nancy thi ca miia dong nay t0i s& khong dugc thiy anh. Khong phai ki anh khong biét toi van ton tai ma 14 t6i phai tranh anh ké tir ci vu Tui minh phai...
Tui minh phai kia. Tuy vy, ti van Ién nhin anh tir cira s phong ngii cta minh.

Chuyén thir hai i t6i dén nha thd cing v6i Janie Loomis. Janie va t6i khé than nhau, nhét 1 trong gid tap thé duc vi Ruth, nhé xép thir hai trong hang,
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thurong véng nit. Vay nén, chiing ti hay n6i chuyén véi nhau va c6 mdt lan toi da chit dong héi xem nhé c6 dén nha the khong,
“Chi liic ndo bi bat di thi t& moi di thoi,” nho tra 1.
Roi t6i hoi nho ligu thinh thoang t6i di cling nho duge khong, chi dé xem vige di nha tho nhu thé nao. Nho déap, “Tat nhién 1a duoc, Chii nhat nay nhé?”

Thé I t6i i nha tho. Ngd ¢ chd 1a nha thos chéing khéc gi dén. Trir mdt viéc 1 moi nghi I déu dimg tiéng Anh. Cac con chién déu doc mdt quyén kinh vo
ctng ti nghia con ngai muc sur thi limnghi 16 ma t6i khong tai nao theo kip. 0] do, 61 dém durgc tam cai mil den, bon do, sau xanh va hai cai mii 1ong
Cuoi nghi Ie, moi ngurdi hat mdt bai thanh ca. Sau d6, chiing t6i xép hang chd bat tay myc su. Gid thi t6i da rat chuyén nghi€p trong vu ndy.

Janie gii thiéu t6i. “Pay 1 ban con, Margaret Simon. Ban 4y khong c¢6 t6n gido.”

Toi suyt ngét. Janie n6i toac ra nhur thé lim cai quai gi khong biét? Ngai muc sur nhin t6i nhur nhin ngudi sao Hoa. Sau d6 cudi véi toi kiéu A-ha-thé-nao-
ta-cling-chiém-dugce-thién-cam-clia-con-bé-nay.

“Chao mimg con dén véi Gido hoi Truéng o Thir nhét, Margaret. Ta mong ring con s& tro lai ddy.”
“Con camon a,” toi dap.

Chta c6 d6 khong? La con, Margaret. Con da Qénnhé tho 1. O d6 con ching ¢ cam gide gi diic biét ca, miic di con rét mubn. Con tin chéc ddy
khong phai tai Chiia dau a. Lan sau, con s& c6 ging hon.

Dao ndy t6i ndo t6i ciing ndi chuyén véi Nancy. B t6i théic niic sao chiing t6i da hoc voi nhau ca ngy 16i, budi tdi con goi dién am gi. “Méi xa nhau co
ba tieng ma lam chuyén thé?”” bo hoi. Toi chang budn giai thich. Chi yeu la chiing t61 cing giai bai tap toan. Sau do, Nancy goi cho Gretchen dé kiém tra
lai dap an, con t6i goi cho Janie.

Chuyén thir ba trong tuan la thiy higu truéng thong béo qua hé thdng loa réing hi phu huynh & mé mbt budi tige nhéy cho hoc sinh 16p séu nhan dip 1€
Ta on. Thay Benedict hdi chiing t6i ¢6 ai bict khiéu vii ki€u bon cap hinh vudng khdng, Hau nhur chiing dira nao biét.

Nancy néi véi ca hoi STIN I budi khiéu vil s& cure ky hoanh tréng. Va nhé biét 16 diéu d6 vime nhé 6 trong ban t6 chirc. Nhé bao ching toi viét lai tén
nhitng dra ma ching t6i muon nhdy cting d€ nhé thir sép xep. Nhung hda ra tat ca ching t6i déu muon Philip Leroy, thé nén Nancy chot lai, “Théi bo
qua, t ¢6 phai thanh dau.”

Hai tun sau, gid thé duc ctia ching toi bién thanh gios luyén nhéy. Thiy Benedict n6i néu truong da t6 chirc ca mot budi khidu vii danh riéng cho ching
t6i thi it nhat ching t6i ciing phai dién dugc vai dudng co ban d€ goi Ia cdm on. Ching t6i nhdy trén nén nhac, con thiy Benedict chay tdi chay Iui, vo tay
lién tuc.

Khi muén lAm mau dong tac nao do, thay chon Laura Danker lam ban nhay. Thay liy Iy do I vi nho di cao dé voi t6i vai thiy, nhung Nancy dua mét vé
phia 61 day an y. Thé nhung khong thang con trai no trong 1op mudn nhédy cting véi Laura Danker vi bon nd déu thap hon nho rat nhiéu. Ké ca dira cao
nhét 14 Philip Leroy ciing chi dtmg dén cam Laura.

Mét nhét trong gio luyén nhay I bon con trai hoc nhay thi it m giam chan con gai thi nhiéu. C6 vai dira gioi dén ndi con gidm duge vao chan ching toi
theo nhac nira chir. Vi thé, t6i hiu nhur chi tap trung giit cho chan minh khong bi gidim bep di.

Budi sang ngaty dién ra budi khiéu vii, t6i khoac 1én minh b vay do méi tinh.

Chia ¢6 d6 khong? La con, Margaret. Con khong thé cho dén hai gid duwoc Chua a. Pén lic dAy budi khiéu vii m6i bit dau. Khong biét con 6 dugc
nhay cting voi Philip Leroy khong nhi? Thue ra khong hin 14 con thich cdu ay nhat, ma chi vi cdu ay banh trai qua thoi. Va con rat thich dugc nhdy cling
cau ay... chi mdt hai Ian théi cling duoc a. Ta on Chua.

Truong da cho trang tri phong tap thé duc va toi thay trong chang khac gi kho thoc. C6 hai dong c06 kho va ba con bu nhin. Trén tuong c6 dong chit 16n
mau vang Chao Mirng Bén Véi Bubi Khiéu Vi Khdi Sau.. ctr imnhur ching t6i khong biét dy.

May mi me khong di cing ti dén day. C6 nhay nhét sao cho tir nhién da kho Bmrdi, lai ¢6 me ding nhin chém chim thi con liu moi im duoc. Toi biét
thé vi c6 Wheeler di keém Nancy nén con bé trong nhur nguoi ndm. Nhing nguoi an niic rét budn cudi, trong gibng nhur ndéng dan hay kiéu thé. Me
Nancy miic bd do yém, 40 ké va doi cai mil rom to tuéng, Ching trach Nancy citr vor nhu khong quen ¢d.

Ching ti c6 mdt ngurdi bét nhip nhéay chinh céng. Chi an mac khong khac gi me Nancy. Chi dimg trén buc hirdng dan chiing t6i lam cac dong tac. Cha
cting diu khién may héat luon. Chii gidm chan nhay nhét rét hing, thinh thoang ti thay chia 16i mdt c4i khin tay mau do ra lau niit. Thiy Benedict luén
mdm béo chiing t6i hoda minh vao bira tiéc. “Thu giéin va tan hudng di cac em,” thiy ho hio.

Ba I6p séu tron lAn vao nhau nhung bo tir STTN van tap trung vao mdt chd. Ctr mdi khi chuyén diéu nhay 1 ching t6i lai xép hang, Con gai mot bén,
con trai mdt bén. Cir thé mi nhan ngudi nhay cing. Van dé duy nhét i hang nit nhiéu hon hing nam bon dtra, vi thé dtra dimg & cudi hang thi phai nhay
v6i dira con gii ndo con sot lai trong hang nit. May sao t6i v6i Janie chi bi thé mot lan!

Trude khi vao nhay, ching t6i ¢b dodn xem minh s& cap voi ai. Vi du nhur khi t6i dimg thir tur thi t6i biét s& cip voi Norman Fishbein vi cau ciing ding
thir tw bén hang con trai. Vi thé, t6i nhanh chin chuyén vi tri boi Norman Fishbein 14 thing nghich ngom nhét 16p t6i, hodc it nhét ciing i mot trong nhitng
thiing nghich nhit. Con can tranh ca Freddy Barnet nita, thing nay chi gioi ché gidu I t6i méc a0 len khong dep bang Laura Danker. T6i dé y thiy ¢6 lan



16 nhay cling Laura Danker, mit nd d6 ung Ién trong gidng con tom him con hon ca hom nd bi chiy ning nira.

Bon con gii dbi chd nhiéu hon con traivi hdu nhur dtra ndo ciing thich nhay cip voi Philip Leroy. Cubi cng, t6i cling tim dugc céu. Chuyén la thé nay.
Sau khi ghép d6i xong, ching t6i xép thanh hinh vubng, Toi cap voi Jay Hassler, cdu lich sy Fim va khong b gidm vao chan toi. Ngudi bat nhip bao
ching 61 d01 cap voi nguoi dimg bén phai. Lic do, bén phai t6i la Philip Leroy va Nancy, nho tire dén ndi suyt nita thi hét toang Ién giira phong. Miic du
01 rét rmon nhay véi Philip Leroy tir dAu dén hét bubi khiéu vii, nhung cau lai | dira giim chin hiing nhdt! Va lic nhay vi cau, ban tay t6i ra nhiéu md
ho6i dén ndi t6i phai chiii voi vao cai vay moi.

Pén bon gio, nhitng ngurdi hd tong mang cho ching toi banh va rurgu hoa qua. Nam gid kém mudi kim, budi khiéu vii két thic, me li chiée xe moi tau
dén don 6 (BS 61 chiu thua vao dip Halloween, khi me t6i bao khong c6 xe thi khong thé di mua sira duge. Con Margaret ciing khong thé di bo ti
trrong vao nhitng ngity mura gio, ma thoi tiét sip xdu di rdi. Me khong thich y bd i ctr phéi dy som dé dua bd dén nha ga, sau d6 lai di xe bd vé va
ding xe bd ca ngay.). Cai xe moi nha t6i hiéu Chevy, méu xanh l4.

Me voi vang dén hoi khiéu vii dua toi vevi dang v& d6 burc tranh m6i ¢ nha. Trong bire tranh 6 rat nhidu loai hoa qua mimg ngay 18 Ta on. Ctr ¢én mia
Giang sinh, me lai dem ca dong tranh di tang. B6 bao rdi dong tranh day cling ngu ¢ tang ap mai nha nguoi ta thoi.
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Chuong 11

Pén tuin dAu tién ctia thang Muoi hai, ching toi khong con goi nhau bang bi danh tai cac cude hop kin ctia STTN nita. Nancy bao nhiing cai tén dy qua
réc ri. S6 Con trai ciing chung s phan. Ly do 14 vi quanh di quén lai vin chi c6 méy céi tén d6. Nancy c¢6 chuyén tén cac cau con trai. Voi tan mudi
tam cai tén thi con &, chir con Janie, Gretchen va toi van dé Philip Leroy & vi tri s6 mot. Ché c6 gi bat ngd ca. Toi tur hoi liéu ching nd dé tén Philip
Leroy Ién dau vi thich cau that, hay ciing gidong ti - chi vi cAu banh trai. C6 1§ ching n6 ciing xdu hd khong dam noi that ngudi minh thich.

Hoémma Gretchen bao gan ]ay trom quyén séch giai phau cta bd, ca i tap trung trong phong ngli nha t6i, ctra dong then cai, t6i con chan mot cai ghé
trudc cira nita. Chiing toi xp thanh vong tron trén san nha, & gitta ki quyén sich mo dén trang co thé dan ng.

“Céc cau c6 nghii Philip Leroy khong méic quin 4o thi trong s& gidng thé nay khong?” Janie hoi.
“Tét nhién o1, ngde thé!” Nancy bao. “Cau iy | con trai mj, dung khong?”

“Nhin miy dudng gin va cac thir ndy nay,” Janie xuyt xoa.

“Ching minh ciing ¢6 hét ma,” Gretchen thém vao.

“Trong thé xdu ]ém,” Janie nhan xét.

“T6t nhit cau dirg bao i 1 béc si hay y ta,” Gretchen bao. “Lamnghé Ay sudt ngiy phai nhin nhiing thir ny thoi.”

“M6 tiép di, Gretchen,” Nancy giuc.

Trang tiép theo i hé sinh dyc ctia dan 6ng,

Khong dra ndo n6i cau gi. Ching t6i ctr nhin chiim chiim vao trang sach cho dén khi Nancy bao: “Trong anh t& gidng hét thé nay.”
“Sao ciu biét?” t6i hoi.

“Anh dy hay c6i trén trudng di khéip nha,” Nancy tra 1o

“Bd t6 ngay xua ciing thé,” Gretchen ké. “Nhung bay gior thoi 1.

“Hé ndm ngodi, c0 6 & clng v6i cong dong khoa than déy,” Janie nbi.

“Khong dia ddy chir!” Nancy nhin lén.

“Co Ay ¢ day mot thang lién,” Janie ké. “Sudt ba tudn sau, me t& khong thém néi chuyén véi ¢o dy. Me t& nghii nhur thé that nit thé dién. C6 t¢ ly di rdi

tE)

m.
“Vi chuyén khoa than a?” t61 hoi

“Khong Cb 4y ly di trude khi dén do.” Janie dap.
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“O d6, ngudi ta im i nhi?” Gretchen hoi.

“Ctr ¢6i trn trudng ma di lai thoi. C6 16 bao & d6 thanh binh Eim Nhung té chua bao gios ¢6i tran trudng rdi lai et di lai trurde mit ai cal”
“Thé vé sau cdu c6 chdng thi sa0?” Gretchen hoi.

“Liic diy ciing thé,” Janie ndi chéc nich.

“Ra vé doan trang!” Nancy noi.

“Khong phai! Cha lién quan gi dén chuyén day ca!”

“Bao gid 16n cau s& d6i y.” Nancy bao. “Cau s& mudn khoe ra cho moi ngudi cing nhin. Nhur méy ¢d & trong Playboy 4y.”
“Co nao trong Playboy?”” Janie hdi lai.

“Céu chua bao gio xem Playboy a?”

“T6 lay d4u ra ma xem?”” Janie hoi.

“Bd t6 c6 ddy,” t6i chen vao.

“Thé cau c6 Ky duoc khong?” Nancy hoi.

“Co chu.”

“Thé xubng ly dil” Nancy giuc.

“Bay gio 4?7 t61 hoi.

“Chir con ginira.”

“Um, t6 khong biét,” t6i 4p tng.

“Nghe ndy, Margaret... Gretchen c6 thé bi ming vi dam Iy trom quyén séch giai phau ctia bd mang cho ching minh xem. Vay thi it nhAt cau ciing phai
cho bon minh xem Playboy chit.”

Thé 1 t6i mo cira phong, lén xubng ting mdt, ¢ nhé xem da nhin thay s6 mGi nhét & dau. Toi khong mudn phai hoi me. Khong phai vi mang céi d6 cho
bqn beé xem Ia xau. Néu xau thi bo t6i da kh(}ng mua 10i, plﬁi}(héng‘? Nhung dao nay t6i thiy hinh nhu bo téi’muén giau nh¢n} t& bao nay vi khong con
thay 16 trén ngan tap chi nhu trude nita. Cqéi ctng, ti tim thdy 6 bao trong ngin kéo ban dau girdng ctia bo va t6i da tinh san néu bi me bat gap, 61 s&
n6i doi 14 chiing t6i dang lam hoa bao nén can vai quyén tap chi cli d€ cat hinh. Nhung t6i khong bi bat qua tang.

Nancy md ngay trang giita ¢6 hinh ¢ gai khoa than ra. O trang trude i cau chuyén ctia ¢b gai d6, ké vé Hillary Brite murdi tam tudi.

“Muoi tim! Chi con cé sau nimnita,” Nancy kéu toang lén.

“Nhung nhin miy vong ctia chi y nay. To tuéng!” Janie néi.

“Theo cdu, ndm mudi tam tudi bon minh ¢6 duge thé ndy khong?”” Gretchen hoi.

“T6 nghi chi ndy co truc tréc gi do,” toi ndi. “Trong to dung ngd ngra!”

“Thé Laura Danker trong ¢6 giéng thé nay khong nhi?” Janie hoi.

“Bay gior thi chura,” Nancy dap. “Nhung nam murdi tim tudi thi c6 thé day!”

Cudc hop ctia ching t6i két thiic v6i niim muroi n “Tyi minh phai... tui minh phai... tui minh phéi ting vong ngue!”
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Ngiy 11 thang Muoi hai, ba ¢6 mdt chuyén di thuyén ra bién Caribé dai ba tuan. Nam nao ba ciiing di nhur thé. Trong phong minh trén thuyén, ba to
chirc mt bira tiéc chia tay. Nam nay, bd me cho phép t0i dén du. Me t6i tang ba mt cai hop nhung xanh la ma dé dung trang sirc. Céihop 6 nhimng
duong van nhung trang, trong xinh Fim. Ba camon me 1o 161 tht thay dd trang strc déu danh cho “Margaret ctia ba” nén ba phai gitr rét cAn than. Lic
ndo ba ciing néi ring con ngudi khong thé song i, rang tht ca nhig g ba c6 déu danh cho t6i va ti khong thich ba n6i the teo ndo. C6 in, ba con ké
Juat sur ctia ba da chudn bi chi thi tang 18 dé moi thir dién ra ding theo y ba. Vinhur quan tai s€ thé ndo, rdi thi ba khong mubn ai doc diéu vin trong dam
tang, con t6i chi nén dén thiim md ba mot hai in mot nm dé thay md van dep d&, gon ging.

Chung t6i & trén thuyén nira tiéng, sau d6 ba hon tam biét toi rdi hita ngdy ndo d6 s& dua toi di clng,

Tuan ké tiép, me t6i bét dau giri thiép Gidng sinhdi khip noi, va chuyén dy im me ban téi bui nhiéu ngay lién. Me khong goi a thiép Gidng sinh ma goi la
101 chiic mirng ngty 1&. Thire ra, nha t6i khong t6 chirc Giang sinh. Ching toi tang qua cho nhau vi b6 me bao ddy la truyen thong cta nguoi My. B4 bao
chuyén gri thiép mimg lién quan dén ngay me con bé. Me giri thiép cho ban bé hdi nho, ngudi ta ciing giri lai cho me. Thé 1 mdi ndim mot in, me biét
duoc thdng tin nguoi ny da Bp gia dinh, nguoi kia méi sinh con, hay dai loai thé. Va me ciing giri mdt tim thiép cho em trai minh, t6i chua giip cdu bao
gid. Cau song O tan California.

Nam nay, 01 phét hién nf)t diéu ]a 1Bm. Toi théiy me giica thiép’Giémgr sinh cho 6ng ba ngoai & Ohio. Hom d¢ t6i bi cam, phai nghi hoc & nhél, khi nhin
qua chong thicp 61 da thay cai thiép do. N6 ¢ d6 - nhu nhirng tam thiSp khac. Trén phong bi ghi 6ng ba Paul Hutchins, d6 Ia tén ctia ho. Ong ba ngoai
cua t6i! Toi khong hoi han gi me ca. Toi cam thay minh khong nén biét viéc nay.

O truong, thay Benedict dang chay dn chay d4o xem c6 chuyén gi véi mG o choang moi clia doi hop xurdéng, Truong t6i td chirc mdt budi I mimg
Giang sinh va 1& Hanukkah[2] cho phy huynh va 16p t0i duoc chon lim d6i hop xuéng, “Ldp thay Benedict s& 1 doi hop xuéng,” thay hiéu trrong quyét
dinh thé. Ngay ndo, chiing ti ciing tap hét voi gido vién day nhac. Toi tw nhit dén Giang sinh thi chéc 6 hong t6i khan dac. Lii ching t6i phai hoc nim
thanh ca Giang sinh va ba bai Hanukkah - doan thi cao chét vét, doan thi trim tram. Hau hét cac doan trém d&u cho bon con trai hat, doan cao thi phén
cho con gai. Ngay sau I Ta on, chiing t6i s& duoc do dé may 4o choang hop xuéng. Ban phy huynh quyet dinh la dong 4o cfi da son rach hét c4, nén
chiing t6i s& dugc may do moi mau xanh 14 chir khong phéi méu den nhur trurde. Chiing toi s& khong camnén, ma cam dén pin to bang cai but chi.

[2] L& hoi truyén thdng kéo dai tam ngdy ctia ngudi Do Thai.

Ching t6i tap di vao hoi trudmg, di lén khan dai hét bai “Adeste Fidelis” bing tiéng Anh va tiéng Latin. Ching t6i di thanh hai hing nam ni riéng bit. Di
nhién la xép theo chicu cao. Toi di ngay sau Janie vi Ruth da chuyén di cho khéc. Ngudi cdp doi voi toi hoa ra la Norman Fishbein. Toi chang thém nhin
nd. T6i chi nhin thang, vira di vira hat tht to.

Mot tudn trude budi 1, Alan Gordon néi v6i thiy Benedict ring cau s& khong hat bai hat Gidng sinh vi nhur thé 1 tréi voi ton gido ctia cau. Lisa Murphy
gio tay n6i s€ khong hat bai hat Hanukkah véi ly do tuong tu.

Thay Benedict gai thich ring nhitng bai hat Ay danh cho tat ca moi ngudi va khong lién quan gi dén ton gido ca, nhung ngiy hom sau Alan mang dén mot
burc thu ngan, r6i ttr hom do céu chi di trong hang chir khong hat nira.

Lisa ciing chi hat khi diu hanh, con dén ic hat thanh ca Hanukkah, nho ciing khong chiu hé mi.

Chuia c6 d6 khong? La con, Margaret. Con muén Chﬁa‘biérg ring nAm nay con da nght rat nhiéu vé Giang sinh va Hanukkah. Con dang ¢b quyét dinh
xemngay ndo s€ 1 ngay déc biét voi minh. Con nghi nhiéu lim Chua a. Nhung dén gio van chura tré 16i duge.

Nhirng chiéc 40 choéng hop xuréng miu xanh mdi tinh durge giri vé trudng trude bubi & mot ngay, sau do lai duoc giri dén nha timg dira dé dem fa cho
phang phiu. Trong budi I€, thioh nhat 13 t61 khong chi dugc méic 4o choang va camdeén pin, ma con duoc ngdi hang dau trong dan hop xudng, phia trudc
bao nhiéu 1 khan gia, nhu thé tirc 14 s& ¢ mdt dan cic emmAu gido & ngay trurde mit toi. Vai em c6 cham chan vao chn bon toi. Mot em con t& dam
ngay gilta v kich, & doan Mary va Joseph bu6c vao nha tro. Béinudée € ¢ ngay trude mit Janie, nho phai tiép tuc hat, gia nhur khong ¢6 chuyén gi. Lic
4y, 161 phai ¢b Fim moi khong phi cuoi.

Sau hém do, trurdng budc vao ky nghi 8. Toi vira vé& dén nha, me lién béo t6i c6 thur.
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Chuwong 13
“Margaret... con c6 thu ddy,” giong me vong ra tir phong v&. “Me dé & ban ngoai dy.”

Toi chura bao gios nhan duoc th ca. C6 18 vi toi chura hé viét thu cho ai. Thé 13 t6i chay nhur bay ra ban, chop Ky 1 thuw. Trén d6 ghi: giri C6 Margaret
Simon. Toi lat di lat lai chiéc phong bi nhung khong thiy tén nguoi gir. Khong biét chi bre thu nay 1 ai. Ctr suy doan thich hon nhiéu viée béc toée
chiéc phong bi ra dé& xem d6 14 ai. Ciiing c6 thé déy chi i thur quang céo. Cubi cing khi khong kim thém duoc nita, t6i boc né ra - that chdm va can than
sao cho chiéc phong bi khong b rach. O trong 1 mdt thiép mdi! Thoang mot cai 1 t6i biét ngay vi c6 mdt bire hinh dam tré con dang nhay quanh mot c4i
méy hat. Va & trén con ¢6 chix MOI DU TIEC.


http://ebookfull.net

Ait6 chirc tiéc naty thé nhi, lai con moi minh nita chi? Tat nhién, t6i c6 thé tim duoc cu tra ki ngay. Toi 6 thé xem bén trong thiép. Nhung thé nay
thich hon. Toi nghi dén moi trudng hop. Khong thé 1 bo tir STIN boi vi néu the t6i phai biet trude chir. C6 the I ai d6 ma t0i quen 6 New York hay &
hoi trai, nhung t0i chua lan ndo giri thu cho ban cti d¢ thong bao dia chi moi cta t61 Ma trén phong bi lai ¢6 dau buu dién ctia New Jersey. Xemndo.
C6 thé 1a ai nhi? Ai day? Cuodi cling, t6i md ra doc.

Mai céu dén vao thir Bay, ngy 20 thang Muoi hai.

Tir 5- 9 gior ti (bira t6i)

1334 Chung cur Whittingham

Norman Fishbein.

“Norman Fishbein!” t61 kéu lén. Théng ham do! Toi con chura n6i chuyén voi nd mot 1An ndo. Sao nd lai moi 161 dén du tiéc nhi? Nhung tiéc thi van I
ti€c chir. Con c¢6 ca bira toi nira!

“Me oil” t6i vira réo 1én am7 wira chay vao trong phong v&. Me t6i dang dimg cach xa khung v&, sdm soi birc tranh. Trong miéng van con ngm chiéc
bt 1ong. “Me, me doan di!”’

“Gi ha con?” me hoi, van kep chiéc bit giira hai ham ring,

“Con dugc moi dén mot da tiéc. Me-nhin-nay...” t6i chia tﬁmthlép moi cho me xem
Me doc luét. “Norman Fishbein 1 ai?”” me hoi, bo chiée bit khoi miéng,

“Ban ctng 16p con.”

“Con ¢6 uva cau ta khong?”’

“Binh thuong a. Con duoc di cha?”

“U... chic 13 duoc thoi” Me chdm mdt it miu do 1én birc v&. Vira lic d6, chudng dién thoai reo.
“Pé con nghe cho.” Toi chay vao bép, nhic méy kén trong khi van the hong hoc.
“Nancy day. Cau dugc moi khong?”

“C6,” 161 tra 1oi. “Con cau?”

“Um. Bon minh d&u dugc moi. Janie va Gretchen cling thé.”

“Céau duoc di khong?”

“T4t nhién 14 duoc.”

“Té ciing thé.”

“T¢6 chua di da ti€c bao gio ca,” Nancy bao.

“T6 ciing thé. Bon minh ¢6 nén méc quén 4o dep khong nhi?” ti hoi.

“Me minh s& goi cho ¢6 Fishbein. Cé gi t& s& béo cho ciu saunhé.” Néi rdi nhd gac may.
Muroi phit sau, chudng dién thoai lai reo. Toi tra 1oi.

“Margaret. Lai la to day.”

“T¢ biét roi.”

“Cau khong tuong tuong duge dau!” Nancy noi.

“Cai gi? Cai gi ma khong tuong tuwong dugce co?”

“Tét c4 déu duoc moi.”

“Tat ca la sao co?”



“Ca lop 4y.”

“Ca hai muoi tim dira 477

“C Fishbein bao véi me minh thé.”

“Ca Laura 4a?”

“Chac thé.”

“Theo c4u thi nhd c¢6 dén khong?” T6i hoi, ¢b hinh dung xem Laura s& trong nhur thé ndo trong bita tiéc.

“Um, me 16 va ¢6 Fishbein cting tham gia nhiéu hoi im. Chéic me n6 s& bao n6 di.”

“Thé con Philip Leroy?”

“Céu dy ciing duoc moi. To biét c6 thé thoi. Va ¢o Fishbein noi nhat dinh phai méc d6 du tiéc.”

Vira dit may xudng, t6i lai chay 4o vao phong v&. “Me, ca 16p déu duoc moil”

“Ca 1op con co 42" Me dat but xudng, ngang 1én nhin toi.

“Véng, c4 hai tam dira lién.”

“Chi Fishbein nay dién mét rdi” me im bam

“Thé con ¢ nén miic bd dd nhung di khong?”

“Béy 1A bo dep nhét ctia con ma. Con ctr mic di di.”

Vao hom ¢ dién ra budi tiéc, t6i ndi chuyén voi Nancy sau Jan, Janie ba An va Gretchen hai lan. Cir mbi an dbi y ¥y v trang phuyc du tiéc, Nancy lai goi cho
to1. Va mdi lan nhur thé, nho lai héi t6i vn dinh méc bd nhung &. Toi n6i tr. Thdi gian con lai, ching toi tur thu xép moi viée cta minh va cudi cung di dén
quyét dinh 13 Nancy s& ngi1 & nha t6i con Gretchen ngi & nha Janie. Chit Wheeler s& dira chiing t6i di va chi Loomis don vé.

Hai gio chleu, me g0 dau cho t6i. Me con vudt ca kem x4 nira cho toc toi khoi b 16i. Xong me dimng 16 cudn toc toi thanh rmy lon to tuéng trén dau. Toi
ng01 imdé me sdy toc. Sau do, me ding gitia gitia mong tay cho t6i thay vi cdt béng di nhu moi khi. B0 nhung cta t61 me da dé sin trén giudng, cing voi
do 16t moi, gy duy tiée va quéan tt. DO 16t moi khong phéi loai cotton binh thudng ma 1 loai nylon, vién duoc trang tri nhitng dai déng ten. D6 duoc
xem 1 qua truyén théng cho thang Mudi hai ctia t6i. Sau cting, t6i nghi ¢6 1& Norman Fishbein khong phai i théng nghich ngom nhur t6i twéng,

Tém xong, ti Ién giwong nghi mdt chut dé trong xinh xin nhit vao budi toi. Toi vao phong, dong cura lai, co didu khong thiy budn ngi im. Thé 14 t6i hi
hui kéo céi ghé ra trude guong treo tudng, rdi dimg Ién ghé, bat dAu coi 4o choang, Toi cir dimg tran trudng nhur thé trude gwong. Toi bat dau co long
mu. Toi xoay nghiéng ngudi nhin cho k. Sau do i bude Xuong, kéo ghé sat guong hon rdi lai tréo 1én nhin k§ thém lan nita. M¢ toc quéan 16 lim dau t6i
trong budn cudi chét di dugc. Phan con lai thi tréng van thé.

Chta c6 d6 khong? La con, Margaret. Con khong mubn giue Chta dau... Con biét Nguoi ban im. Nhung bay gior da 1 théang Mudi hai rdi ns con
chang 6n chitt gi ca. It nhat I3 trong con chang c6 gi khac hét. Chang nhé chura dén lic sao ha Chiia? Chang & Chia thay con qua voi vang? Xin Chia
hy giip con!

To6i nhay phdc xubng san, ngdi & mép girdng, mic do 16t sach va quan tat vao rdi lai dimg trude grong. Nhung 1in ndy, 6i chéing budn nhin liu lim gi
nira.

Vao phong thm, t0i mo ngan cudi cing. O ddy ¢6 hin mdt hop bong Trén bao bi in chir V6 tring. Toi tho tay vao caumdt it. Tim ti dap thinh thich,
didu ay tht ngd ngan Vi c6 gi mi ti phai so cht? Neu me nhin thay o1 lay mot it bong thi me ciing ching ndi gi. Toi ding bong subt dé boi calamin lén
nhiing vét mubi dot vao mia he - & rira nhimg vét xudc hay vét bim- dé boi kem dudng dm ban dém. Ay vay mi tim t6i van cir dép lién hoi, vi toi biét
minh sip mmodt didu rat moi véi mé bong,

T6i ron rén vao phong, déng chat ctra lai 101 chui vao trong mdt gdc tu. Toi nhdiba cuc bong vao mdi bén 4o 16t. Gian 1An mdt chut thi sao nhi! C6 khi
nhitng nhd khac cling lam the. Toi trong s& dep hon, phai khong nao? Vay tai sao lai khong chi!

Toi chui ra khoi i 1di tréo 1én ghé. Lan nay khi quay nghiéng ngudi, trong t6i hét nhu nguoi I6n. Thich phai biét!

Chua con d6 khong? Hay nhin xem éo 16t cua con trong dep chua nay! Dy dung 1a cai con can - chi cn mjt meo nho thoi. O nha, con s& that ngoan
ma. It nhat 1 trong mdt thang, ngay ndo con ciing s& don ban! Xin Nguoi. . .
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Lat sau, me chai toc cho t6i. Thao 16 ra, trong tdc t6i cling dep phét, trir mOt nhim & bén trai vénh nguoc lai. Me bao nhin thé méi tu nhién.

Trong khi chd bd Nancy dén dén, b me toi cr chdc chde lai quay ra cuoi tim tim voi t0i. Toi cling cui lai. Nhur thé ching t6i déu biét mot bi mit dac
biét nao d(’): Cé djéu 101 tin 14 ho ’khéng bict bi mét cuia t61! It nhat ho ciling khdng n6i cau nao cti chuoi kiéu nhur trong con xinh qua hay lan dau tién con
di duy tiéc to1! The thi ngrrong chét di duoc!

Naim gi kém muroi lim, chi Wheeler bim ¢oi 6 t6 béo hiéu minh da dén. Me hon tam biét t6i, con bb ngdi & ghé vay tay. “Vui vé nhé!”” bd ndi véi ra.
B§ tir STTN chen chiic & ghé sau ctia chit Wheeler (khong phii |2 xe 6 t6 ¢6 toa hing du). Chit bao ngdi thé théit bubn cudi va im chi ¢6 cam gide
minh chi la nguoi l4i thué. Nhung bon 61 chi curoi ric rich. Janie cét toc ma khong hé bao gi ching toi. Nho n6i ni chiéu hom dy, lic ma me nh6 dua ra
tiém cat toc va noi chuyén riéng voi chi Anthony thi nho cling méi bict la minh sap cat toc. Roi chi Anthony ctr cat phing toc cta Janie di va the 1 nho
¢ kiu toc moi. Do kicu toc moi dy, trong Janie nhur ¢6 quy nho. Toi cling thoang tudng turong xem minh s trong nhur thé nao voi ki€u toc ay. Nhung
t61 bong nh¢ ra minh d& mat cong nudi toc bao lau nay. Cét phang di thi dai qua.

Khi ching t6i ¢én nha Norman Fishbein, me Norman ra mo ctra don ching toi. C6 dong dong cao, c6 khubn mt gidng hét cau con trai. Toi van nhé
mit ¢6 tir hém khiéu vii do ban phy huynh t6 chirc. Téi nay, ¢6 khong miic quan 4o nhu ndng dén nita, ma dién mot cai quin nhung den va chiéc 4o dinh
nhitng hat gi nhu 1a kim cuong va da quy.

“Chao budi tbi, ¢o Fishbein,” Nancy mo 101 vi cai giong t6i chura tirmg nghe bao gio. “Day I ban chau, Margaret Simon.”

C6 Fishbein curdi voi toi roi n6i, “Rét vui duge gip chau, Margaret.” Sau d6, ¢6 cam 4o khoac ctia chiing toi dura cho ngudi giip viée mang Ién u,

“Oi, chau ndo ciing xinh qua!” ¢6 Fishbein thit Ién. “Moi ngudi dang & tang dudi. Nancy, chau biét duong rdi ddy.”

Téi theo Nancy qua phong khéch. DO noi tht hién dai im Ghé nhin nhu nhitng céi hop khoét mét goc, con ban thi déu bang kinh. Moi thir déu mau be.
O nha Nancy, chin ban chin ghé déu hinh chan sur tir, con mau sac thi sac s& vO ciing. Phong khach nha 61 tuy trai tham nhung lai trong tron. Me t0i
van chura quyét dinh duoc s& ding do gi.

Nha Norman khé rong ri, vi toi phai theo chan Nancy di qua it nhat bon phong nita moi dén dugc canh cira dan xudng ting dudi.

Xemra ca I6p déu dd c6 mit. C ca Laura Danker, trong nho thét ruc 1& khi dién céi vay luya niu hdng va mii toc dé budng, bay bay trén nit.

Bon con trai mic 4o khoéc thé thao, c6 dira con deo ca ca vat. DAy 1 lan dAu tién t6i thdy Philip Leroy deo ca vat nhumg mt ic sau ca vat bién mat
tiéu, con may cai cic co 4o so mi thi coi hét ra. Chang bao lau sau, khong dira con trai nao méic 4o khoac nita, bon ching wirt thanh dong & goc phong.
Hau hét I con trai, con gai chia nhau mdi bén ctia phong tiéc. Khi ca hai tam dra da c6 mit, c6 Fishbein cho mang dd an ra. Banh sandwich céc loai va
mot dia to day banh kep xuc xich da cat san rac xung quanh I3 ddu xanh. T6i lay moi mon mdt it, cling vdi salad khoai tdy roi ngdi xudng ban an cling
Janie, Nancy va Gretchen. C6 sau chiec ban nho, du cho cho tat ca moi nguoi. Khi thire &n da twom tat trén ban, c6 Fishbein va nguoi gidp viée lai rit
lén tang,

Toi khong! biét dtra nao dau téu ra cai trd ding 6ng hut phun mi tat n tran nha. Toi chi kip trong thdy Philip Leroy réo Ién, “Freddy, nhin nay!” 1o
chéng cai dng Ién tran, phut mdt ci. M tat bay viit Ién va dinh mot dong vang vang trén tran nha méu tring

Mai t6i Ide an trang miéng, t61 moi thiy c6 Fishbein xudng thém mot 1an nita. Ban dau, c¢6 khong trong thiy vét ban trén tran nha, nhung dbng ho 16n trén
ban &n thi dap ngay vao mat ¢6. Khi nhin Ién tran, c6 gan nhu nin tho va ca can phong im phing phac. “Cai gi trén tran nha thé kia?”’ c6 hdi Norman.

“MU tat a,” Norman Am ét trd 1oi.
“Me biét 101, ¢o Fishbein noi.

C6 Fishbein khong n6i gi thém nhung c6 nhin ching t6i voi anh nit danh cho con-céi-nha-khong-duge-day-dd. Sau do cd lai gan chiée ban r6i ndi, “Co
chac cac ban nir khong lién quan gi dén dong Ion xon nay.” Bon t6i cudi cudi nhung Philip Leroy the udi ché nhao bon toi.

“Bay gioy ¢6 s& Ién chudn bj mon trang miéng,” c6 Fishbein ndi tiép, “va co hy vong dudi ndy cac chau s& cur xir lich sy hon.”

Mon tréng miéng I nhitng chiéc banh mréng nhd di miu sic. Toi dn hai cdi s6 ¢0 la xong thi théy Freddy Barnett budc lai gin. “C6 chéc i cac ban nir
khong nghich tro nay!” n6 nhai lai 16 ¢6 Fishbein. “Céc ban nit ngoan hién lam sao!”

“Imdi!” Nancy ding day quat vao mét n6. Nho cao ngang ngira Freddy.

“Ba im di thi c6, ba biét tubt!”



“Imngay, 6 Tom him!” Nancy gim lén.

“May bao ai la Tom hum?”

“May chir ail” Nancy nghién ring,

Freddy chop ly Nancy va trong mdt thoang t6i cir trdng né s& danh nho.
“B6 ngay cai cang tom cua may ra khoi ngudi tao!” Nancy gao tudng n.
“Khong bo déy thi sa0?”” Freddy thach thirc.

Nancy quay ngudi toan bude di nhung Freddy da tim duoc céi tii trén vay ctia nho va chuyén xdy ra tiép theo 1 cai tii d6 van & trong tay Freddy trong
Kkhi Nancy thi lin ra cho khac.

“Trdi oi, nd im rach cai tii cta td roi!” Nancy kéu lén.

Freddy trong ciing thit thin nhu khong tin ndi viéc minh vira m Nhung diing la tay n6 van dang cam cai tti ctia Nancy. Vay Nancy khong bi toac ra,
chi c6 may soi chi lo tho ¢ chd ban dau la cai tui. Nancy chay thoat 1én 1au va vai phit sau, tr¢ xuong cting c6 Fishbein.

“N6 xé réch tii vay ctia chau!” Nancy chi thing vao Freddy Barnett, n6i oang oang,
“Chau khong ¢4 tinh,” Freddy phan tran. “Tyr nhién n6 roi ra day chir.”
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“Cach cu xir clia cac chau lam cd soc qua. Rat soc!” c6 Fishbein noi. “Khong hiéu cac chau I tré con kiéu gi nira. C6 khong cho cac chau vé ngay vi
bo me céc chau d nghi bita ti€c nay s€ kéo dai dén chin gio, ma gio mdi ¢d bay gio. Nhung ¢d phai néi dieu ny - néu thém mdt trd niic nd nao nita thdi
14 c6 s€ goi cho bo me tirng dira ké lai cach cu xir tho 10 nay.”

Néi xong, 6 Fishbein lai quay got lén lu. Ching t6i khong nhin cudi thém duge nita. Budn cudi qué di mat! Nic nd va thd 16 co day!

K¢ c Nancy va Freddy cling cuoi m 1. Sau d6, Norman bao chiing ti ctng choi trd choi dé d bi miing. “Pu tién i trd Doan Xem Ai,” Norman
tuyén bd.

“Doan Xem Ai 42" Janie hoi lai. “Choi thé nao co?”

Norman gii thich. “Thé nay nhé, 6 s& tit hét dén. Con gai dimg mot bén, con trai dimg mdt bén.

Khi t6 n6i Bat dau thi bon con trai chay sang bén con gii, so rdi doan xem diy 1 ai.”

“Khong, cam on,” Gretchen néi. “Thé kinh Em!”

“Gretchen, tir ¢ trd 1én thoi ma,” Norman ni. “Chi tir ¢b trd 1én thoi.”

“Quén dé,” Gretchen n6i va chiing t6i déu dong . Nt 12 t6i - t0i gidt minh nghil #n séu cuc bong trong ngure. N6 chéiing & xa ¢b t6i 1 bao.

“OK.,” Norman bao. “Thé choi trd Xoay Chai vay.”

“Trd dAy cii rich rdil” Philip Leroy 1é én.

“Dling ddy,” nhitng théng con trai khéc ciing ddng tinh.

“Thi d4u tién cir choi tro ddy da,” Norman ndi rdi ddt mt cai chai xudng san.

Chiing t6i ngdi thanh mot vong tron kbn quanh c4i chai mau xanh . Norman déit lujt nhu sau. “Nguoi quay chai phai hon bét cir dira ndo & gin chd cai
chai chi vao nhat. Con trai khong duge hon con trai, con gai khong dwgce hon con gai”

Norman quay dau tién. Céi chai chi vao Janie. N6 lién bo dén hon vao mé nho, gin tai nhung cao hon mt chit. Sau do, n6 chay vé chd cil trong vong
tron. Moi ngudi déu cudi am Ién. Bén luot Janie quay. Chai chi vao Jay. Nho ap sat vao mit nd nhung khdng hon thit ma chi hon gi6 thoi

“An gian!” Norman gio lén. “Phai hon that chir.”

“Puge 10, duge rdL,” Janie noi. Nho 1am lai An nita. Lan nay, nho hon thit nhung rat xa mi¢ng Jay.

To6i yén tam hon khi biét chi phai hon ma. Mbi lan céi chai xoay, t0i lai nin tho, hoi hop xemai quay vao t6i con tdi s€ quay vao ai. Khi Gretchen quay
tring Philip Leroy, nho gan nhu dimg khong virmg. Nho can moi lién tuc, méi moi dén duoc cho Philip va hon mit cdi nhanh chua timng thiy. Sau d6, t6i
gAn nhur tic tho khi nghi rang néu Philip quay tring 01, chic t6i chét ngét mét. Toi nhém tit mét lai. Khi t6i m& mit ra thi thiy céi chai chi vao Laura
Danker. Nho cti mét xudng va khi Philip nhoai ra dé hon nho, t6i nghi Philip chi cham t6i trdn va mbt it toc bay phét pho.



Vira liic 4y, Jay kéu Ién: “Trd nay chén thi md. Choi tro Hai Phit Trong Ta di.”
“Nhu thé nao?” Norman héi.

Jay giai thich. “Mdi dtra s& nhan mt s6 va timg ngudi mot s& goi 1én - vi du sb sau - thé 13 hai nguoi d6 s& vao chui vio ti trong vong hai phit va... o...
lam gi thi lam.”

“Nhung ¢ ddy lm gi ¢6 cai ti ndo,” Norman n6i. “Nhung c6 phong vé sinh déy.”

Norman khong mét den ba gidy dé ly glay va bit chi. No viét nguéch ngoac méy con s6 ra mt td glay to, s6 I& cho con trai, s6 chin cho con gii. Sau
d0, né xé timg con s6 ra cho con gai bdc trude, rdi bod dbng sb & vao cai mil ctia bd minh. Ai ciing boc Iy mdt sb, t6i s murdi hai.

Toinira thich nira s va u6c sao minh da tap trude ¢ nha gidng Nancy. Nancy biét rd s& phai im gi véi mot thing con trai trong bong t6i, con ti thi
khong, Chang bict gi sat!

Nornan n6i vi la chii tiéc nén n6 s& choi trude. Khong ai phan dbi. N6 dimg thing dy, hing giong: “S6 o... s6 murdi sau,” né ho to.
Gretchen kéu toang va nhdy dung 1én.

“Chao hai ban nh¢,” Nancy cudi tinh quéi. “Dimg ¢ trong d6 1u qua day!”

Lau gi chir! Chura diy ba gidy sau, hai dira d ra roi.

“E, phai ¢ trong dy hai phit co ma,” Philip Leroy thdc m¥c.

“Hai phut 12 t5i da thoi,” Norman néi. “Con mudn ¢ ngéin hon ciing duoc.”

Gretchen kéu s6 ba, tring vao Freddy Barnett v t6i ¢ nhé dé khong goi phai sb nay.

Sau d6, Freddy kéu s6 muoi bon, thé 1 ding Laura Danker. Ching t0i déu riic rich cuoi. Toi nghii néu khong dtmg én céi gl d6 thi n6 khé voi dugc dén
it nho ma hon véi chd hit. Cé khi nd phai dung lén bon cau. Clr tudng tuong ra canh do 1a t6i khong nhin duoc cudi.

Khi ctra phong vé sinh bat mo, hai dira di ra mit dira nao dira néy d6 lung ca Ién. Toi nghi nhu thé that budn cudi vi nho da tirng thdm thut véi bon con
trai ri co' ma.

Laura nhe nhang goi s, “S6 bay.”

Philip Leroy dimg bat ddy cui cudi voi il con trai. Cau hat toc khoi mit, tay diit tdi quan roi di théing vao phong vé sinh. Toi nghi néu thich nhé that, ciu
cu viéc kéu so ctia nho thém lan nita va the 1a hai dra s€ & trong phong vé sinh tir gio' cho dén cudi bita tiéc.

Khi ho di ra, Philip van cuoi hén hé con Laura thi khéng, Nancy huych t6i dua mét dy an y. To6i mai nhin Laura dén ndi khong nghe thiy Philip kéu s6
muroi hai.

“Ai 6 s6 muroi hai?”” Philip hoi. “Phai ¢6 ai bdc vao s6 murdi hai chir.”

“Céu vira n6i s6 muroi hai ha?” t6i hoi lai. “Té s murdi hai day.”

“Pindo, Margaret.”

Toi dimg ddy, biét rang minh s& khong di n01 tir phong giai tri dén phong vé smh, & d6 Philip Leroy dang cho hon toi. Toi tlay Janie, Gretchen va Nancy
cudi voi minh, nhung khong nhech mép ndi ma dép lai. Toi khong biét am thé ndo minh lai dén dwoc phong vé sinh, chi biét t6i budc vao thé 1 Philip
dong cira lai. T6i qua nén toi gan nhu khong trong thiy gi hét.

“Chao Margaret,” céu noi.

“Chao Philip,” t6i thi thAm rdi bt dAu cudi khiic khich.

“Céau ctlr cuoi thé nay thi lam sao ma hon dugc.”

“Sao lai khong?”

“Vi lic curdi thi miéng cau mo.”

“Céau dinh hén vao moi té a?”

“Chir cha I€ hon vao dau?”

To6i ngimg cudi. Udc gi t6i nhé nhitng gi Nancy ndi hém hudng dan t6i cach hon bang cach thue hanh véi gdi.



“Ping im ndo, Margaret.”
T6i ding im phéing phéic.

Céu dat tay 1én vai toi rdi tién sét lai, sau d6 hon t6i. Nhanh Em! Khong gidng trong phim ma c6 hai ngurdi hon nhau that au dau. Khi t6i con dang méi
nghi vé canh d9, Philip lai hon t6i thém lan nita. Sau d6, cdu md ctra, budc ra ngoai.

“Goi mit sb di, Margaret,” Norman giuc. “Nhanh En.”

Toi khong nghii ra con s ndo trong dau. T6i mubn goi s6 ctia Philip Leroy nhung khong nhd. Thé 1a t6i kéu sé chin va dung phai Norman Fishbein!
N6 tir dic ra mt, cir -im nhur t6i ¢6 tinh goi né. Hr! N6 gin nhu chay vao trong phong vé sinh.

Vira dong ctra lai, n6 ndi, “T6 thich cau 1m, Margaret. Bay gio cau mudn t& hon thé nao day?””

“Hon phét vao ma thoi,” to1 dap gon 16n.

N6 1am dung nhur thé xong, t6i lién voi ving mo cira thoat ra ngoai. Chi ¢ thé!

V& sau, lic ¢ nha t6i, Nancy ndi toi a ngwoi may nin nhat trén doi va ¢6 18 s phan da ghép doi toi voi Philip Leroy.
“Cau 4y hon c6 ngot ngio khong?” nho hoi.

“Ngot ngio ra phét.”

My Br?”

“Hinh nhu nam. Té khong nhé dav,” t6i dap.

“Cau 4y ¢6 ndi gi khong?”

“Khong n6i gl nhicu.”

“Cau van con thich cau dy chir?”

“Tét nhién!”

“Té ciing thé.”

“Ngt ngon nhé, Nancy.”

“Chiic ngi ngon, Margaret.”
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Toi cing gia dinh Wheeler dén dy dém Giang sinh tai Gido hoi Giam Iy Hiép nhét ¢ Farbrook. Toi hoi Nancy xem liéu t6i ¢6 phai gip ong muc sur
khong,

“Céu duia a!” nho n6i. “Pong nhur kién dy. Ong dy con khong biét ca tén to nita 3.

C6 caunoi dy t6i yén tam thuong thirc cac nghi I8, nhat 1 vi khong c6 tiét muc giang dao. Thay vio do doi hop xuréng hat sudt bén km pht.

Gan nira dém, t6i moi vé dén nha. Trong t6i mét dén ndi b me chang budn hoi han gi. Toi di ngd mé quén ca danh rang,

Chiia ¢ d6 khong? La con, Margaret. Con vira ¢ nha thes v&. Con thich di hop xuéng Eim - bai hét nio ciing hay. Nhung con vén khong thét s cam
nhin duoc Nguoi. Con thiy mo ho hon bao giov hét. Con dang o tim hiéu nhung ude gi Chia gitip con mot chit. Udc gi Chiia cho con chit dau vét gi
d6. Connén theo dao nao day? Poi khi con ude gia ma minh sinh ra da theo dao nao do.

Ba két thic chuyén di bién vira kip thoi gian Ién duong di Florida. Ba bao tir e ti di New York ching con gi hip dan. Mdi tudn ba giri cho t6i hai tim
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buru thiép, goi cho t6i vao ti thir Sau va hira s& trd vé trurde 18 Phuc sinh.

Ching t6i n6i chuyén 1an ndo ciing nhur in ndo. Toi n6i trude: “Ba a... Vang chiu van khoe... B me chau khoe a... Chuyén hoc van tdt... Chau ciing
nh6 ba.”

Sau d6 dén ot b: “Me a... Vang ¢ nha vén khoe... Thos tiét dudi d6 thé nao?... Sémmudn gi rdi ciing thé. Chinh vi thé ngwdi ta moi goi nd | bang
Anh Nang,”

Cubi cing 1a me: “Chao me Sylvia... Vang Margaret van on... Tat nhién, con chéc chir... Vang - me ciing gitr gin nhé.”
Sau d6 t6i lai cAm may lan nira: “Tam biét ba. Gap nhau sau nhé.”

Vao tuln thr hai cta thzir}g Mot, thﬁy Benedict thong bao cac hgc sinh nir khéni Sau sé& duoc xem mdt cubn phim vao chiéu thir Sau. Lii con trai s&
khong xem, trong lic chi€u phim bon con trai s€ thao ludn véi thay gido day thé duc tir truong cap hai ctr xudng,

Trong gi hoc Nancy giri cho t6i mdt méu gidy viétBat dau thoi - B phim khing vé gidi tinh.

Khi t6i hoi lai thi nho giai thich ring ban phy huynh bé tién ra tai trg v chwong trinh ndy ¢6 tén Nhimg Diéu Cac Ban Nir Can Biét.

V& dén nha 61 bao luén v6i me. “Thir Sau ndy trudng con sé t6 chire chiéu phim ddy.”

“Me biét rdi,” me 6i tra 1. “Truwong da giri thu cho me. Phim vé kinh nguyét.”

“Chuyén ddy con biét hét roi.”

“Me biét,” me néi. “Nhung van can phai chiéu phim dé chéic chéin tit ca cic ban nit déu biét, phong trurong hop me cac ban 4y khong giai thich day du.”
“Ara thé”

Thir Sau, o ching t6i cudi ric rich véi nhau subt budi sang. Cubi cing, den hai gids chidu, i con gai xép hang di vao phong chiéu. Ching t6i chiém hét ba
hang ghé déu tién. Trén buc da c6 mot phu nit mic b dd mau x4m dimg sin. Mong 6 ndy dén 1 hoanh trang. Va 6 Ay ciing doi mii nira.

“Chao céc em,” cd m Ioi. CO cammdt chiée khan tay, thinh thoéng lai vy vé phia ching toi. “Homnay ¢6 s¢ trinh bay voi cac em vé Nhirg Dicu Ban
Gai Nén Biet, do cong ty Co gai Bi mat. Sau khi cuon phim két thiic, ching ta s€ théao luén thém.”” Gigng c6 rat du duong, nghe nhu ctia phat thanh vién

Vvay.

Peén phut tzflrt va cubn phim bt dau. Nguoi thuyét minh trong phim doc 1 kinh ngu-y-¢-t. “Cac emhly nhé ldy. Hién tuong ny goi la kinh n-g-u-y-¢-t.”
Giong thuyet minh vang Ién. Gretchen ng6i canh, da t6i mot phat, t6i béen da Nancy; the 1a chiing t6i ciing bum miéng lai d€ khong cudi thanh tiéng,

Cubn phim giang giai vé budng trimg va ly do vi sao phu nir ¢6 kinh ngu-y-¢-t, nhung khong ndi ching ti s&€ cam thiy thé nao, chi trinh bay qua loa I s&
khong dau, dicu nay thi ching toi biét roi. Va phim cling khong quay hén canh phu nit c6 kinh nguyét. Phim chi noi d6 la dicu tuyét voi ca tao héa va
chiing t61 s& sém trd thanh phu ni¥, chi ¢ thé. Het phim ¢d méic bd d6 xam hoi ching t6i xem cé nuon hdi gi khong,

Nancy gio tay, khi dwoc ¢6 DO Xam chi, nho hoi, “Thé con bang vé sinh ng thi sao a?”

C6 Do Xam tip khén tay Ién miéng, ho mot tiéng rdi giai thich, “Khi cac em chura 16n han thi khong nén dimg bang vé sinh dng.”

Sau d6, c6 D6 Xam tir san khéu di xudng, phan phat cho chiing toi nhimg quyén Nhimg Diéu Ban Gai Nén Biét nho nho. Quyén sach khuyén ching toi
nén st dung do vé sinh ca nhan cua cong ty Co gai Bi mat. Tat ca chi la quang céo. Toi tu nhi s€ khong bao gio mua d6 cuia Co gai Bi mat ké ca khi
can.

Mai vé sau t6i, Gretchen, J anie va Nancy van nhai theo céi giong kinh ngu-y-é-t ctia cubn phim do6 rdi cudi nghiéng nga. Thiy Benedict bao ching t6i
phai giit trat tur vi phai hoc rat nhieu thi mdi lén duoc 16p Bay.

Mot tudn sau, Gretchen c6 kinh. Chiing t6i triéu tdp ngay mot cude hop chiéu hom do.

“Té ¢6 t6i hom qua. Cac ciu cb nhdn ra khong?” nhd hoi.

“Oi Gretchen! Cau suéng thé!” Nancy la oai 04i ca Ién. “T6 ctr chiic mAm t6 phéi i dira dAu tién co ddy. Té In hon cac cau na!”
“Céi d6 khong nhat thiét,” Gretchen néi, vé am hiéu.

“Moi chuyén nhu thé ndo?”” toi hoi.

“A, t& dang ngdi an tdi thi thdy nhur c6 cai gi d6 dang chay ra.”

“Tiép di, tiép di”



“Sau d6 t¢ chay vao nha tim, va thiy thé bén goi me.”

“Rdi 520?161 hoi.

“Me t6 ndi [ dang &n com.”

“Sao nira?” Janie hoi tiép.

“Té laindi Ia ¢b chuyén quan trong,”

“Réi sa0?” Nancy giuc.

“Thé ... O... e t& vao va t6 cho me xem.” Gretchen dap.

“Sao nita?” Janie lai cht vAn.

“Liic day nha t6 ching c6 do gl ca. Me t6 hay ding bang vé sinh ng - thé i me t& goi dén hang thube dit mua vai miéng,”
“Thé I d6 cau laim g?” Janie hoi.

“T6 16t c4i khan trong quan thoi.”

“That thé 47" Nancy cudi nhu nic né.

“Phai thé chir bd,” Gretchen dép.

“Um... 1di sao nira?”’ t6i hoi.

“O.... khoang nira tiéng sau thi ngudi ta mang méy thir do dén.”

“Ginfra?”’ Nancy van veo.

“Me t6 day t6 cach dén c4i bing d6 vao quan I6t. Oi... ma cac cau biét hét rdi con gi...”
Nancy quau quo. “E Gretchen, bon mrinh da hira 13 s& ké cho nhau hét moi chuyén con gi.”
“Thi chéing phéi t¢ dang néi day a?”

“Chura dt,” Nancy noi. “Cu cam thiy thé nao?”

“Té hu nhu ching thiy sao ca. C6 lic thi cam giac nhu n6 dang chay ra. Liic n6 chéy ra t6 khong dau chit ndo - nhung t6i qua my Jan t& bi co tht.”
“Pau [im khong?” Janie hoi.

“Khong, chi thiy khéc khac ti théi.”” Gretchen ni. “O dudi, lan ra hung dy.”

“Thé cau c6 thay minh Ion hon khong?” t6i hoi.

“Tat nhién 101, Gretchen tra 10i ngay. “Me t6 béo bay gior t& phai dn udng can than boi vi ndm nay t6 béo Ién nhidu. Vi ca t6 phai rira mét sach hon -
ding xa bong 4y.”

“The thoi a?”” Nancy hoi. “Heét roia?”

“Xin 16i da fam cdu thit vong, Nancy. Nhung that sur chi c6 thé. A t6 quén mit mdt chuyén. Mg t6 bdo ¢6 thé by gior chura phai théing ndo ciing ¢6. C6
khi mdt thoi gian sau n6 mdi déu dan.”

“Thé cau ding d ctia C6 gai Bi mat 42" t6i hoi.

“Khong, hiéu thube d6 ban db Diéu Da Tudi Méi Lon.”

“Chéc t6 i ngudi tiép theo rdi.”” Nancy noi.

Janie va t6i nhin nhau. Chiing t6i ciing nghi thé.

Vé dn nha, t6i ké cho me nghe. “Gretchen Potter da c6 kinh nguyét 1o dfiy mea.”

“Thé 42 me t6 vé ngac nhién.



“Vang,” t0i khang dinh.

“Thé chéc con ciiing sdp c6 thoi”

“Bao nhiéu tudi thi me m6i co a?”

“O.... hinh nhu muoi bon thi phai.”

“Mudi bon! Dién a. Con khong doi dén muroi bon tubi dau.”

“‘Me e réng con khong lam duoc gi khac dau, Margaret a. C6 nguoi ¢6 kinh nguyét sém Bm Nhung ba chi ho cua me con dén tan nam mudi sau tudi
mdi ¢o co.”

“Liéu con c6 thé khong nhi? Thé thi chét mat!”

“Néu dén murdi bon tudi con vin chura c6, me s& dua con di bac si. Thoi dung s6t rudt nira!”

“Lam sao khong sdt rudt dugc khi con khong biét minh ¢6 binh thudng khong?”

“Me tin chic 1 con binh thudng”

Chiia c6 d6 khong? La con, Margaret. Ban con, Gretchen da ¢6 kinh nguyét ri. Con thay ganh ti ¢4y Chiia a. Con biét i minh khong nén tirc ti nhung
dung 1a con dang trc t6i day: Con udc sao Chua giip con mdt chit. Nancy tin chac ban dy s€ sém c6 kinh nguyét. Ma néu la ngudi cuoi ciing thi con
khong biet phai lam gi nita. Con cau xin Chtia! Con chi muon dugce binh thuong.

Ca nha Nancy s& di Washington dén hét ngity cudi tuén ky nigm sinh nhat Lincoln. Nho chua vé mé t6i da nhén duoc mot tim buu thiép, chimg t6 dén
noi Ia nho giri cho t6i luon. Trén tam buu thiep do chi cé ba tir.

MINH CO ROI!!!

Toi xé nat tim buu thiép nho rdi chay 1 vao trong phong, C6 gi d6 khong binh thurdng trong ti. Toi biét chic chin thé. Nhung t6i ching thé lam duoc
. Toi db a ap xuong giromg, da khoc. Tudn t6i Nancy s& vé bit t6i nghe tir dau dén cudi chuyén kinh nguyét ctia nho, va chuyén nhé da In nhu thé ndo.
Toi ching hé mudn nghe tin vui chét tigt d6!

Chia ¢6 d6 khong? La con, Margaret. Moi chuyén ngay cang tdi . Con s trd thanh dira duy nhéit khong ¢ kinh nguyét. Con biét thé, Chtia a. Giong
nhur con la dira duy nhat khong theo dao nao y. Sao Chia khong gitip con véi! Chang phai ic nao con ciing lam diéu Chia muon 1a gi! Xin Nguoi...
cho con dugc gidng moi nguoi.
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Mg dura t6i dén trung tm Lincoln n thir hai. Chiing t6i ding thé ma ba da déing ky. Lan ndy di khong vui bang di v6i ba, vi thir nhat, t0i khong durgc di
xe buyt mot minh, thir hai Ia me thay budi hdoa nhac méi thit vi chir khong phai viéc nhin moi nguoi. T6i bén viet cho ba mdt bire thur.

Ba than yéu,

Chau nhé ba Bm Chéc Florida vui phai biét.

Chuyén hoc hanh van ngon knh. BS me chau van khoe. Va chéu ciing vay.

Tir d4u naim dén gid, chiu m6i chi bi cam mdt 1an va nhiém virus hai in. Mot 1an a non gi ddy.

Chau quén mat khong ké v6i ba qua dién thoai nhung Iic hai me con chau dén trung tim Lincoln, tuyét tan lam khdp noi w6t Iép nhép nén chau khong
ngdi & dai nude duge. Chau phdi di ca bot, the 1a chan lai ra day md hoi sudt budi hoa nhac.

Me chau khéng cho c6i bt ra nhur ba dau.
H6m qua tuyét lai roi.

Chau dam chic 13 ba khong bo 15 ngim tuyét dau nhi! Nhung tuyét & New Jersey thich hon & New York. Mot phan i vi & ddy sach hon.


http://ebookfull.net

Yéuba,

Margaret

Ba viét thur tra 1o

Margaret yéu quy,

Ba ciing nh6 chau im. Ba rat vui vi nhan duoc th ciia chau.

Lic chau 6m, me chau dira chéu dén mot béac si gioi chir?

Néu & nha, ba s& hoi bac si Cohen xem & New Jersey ¢ bac sindo gioi.

Phai c6 mot hogic hai 6ng lnh nghé & do chu.

C6 I& chau bi cam vi nhiém lanh do di bt & trung tim Lincoln ddy.

Me chéu can phai rit kinh nghiém!

Tir ray chau ctr coi bdt nhur ba chau minh van thuong Bm - mic ké me chau néi gi!

Chi c6 dirng bao me chau la ba xui nhé.

O khach san, ba gip mdt ngudi dé chiu im Ong 4y tén 1 6ng Binamin, ciing tir New York dén. Ba va 6ng dy thuong di an t6i, thinh thoang di xem hat.
Ong 4y goa vo, ba dra con thi déu c6 gia dinh ca roi.

Ching nghii 6ng 4y nén di bude nira. Ong Ay ciing tinh chuyén di bude nita.

Nhung ba ching n6i git Mong sao ky nghi xuén t6i ddy bd me chau s& cho chau dén 6 véi ba.
Chau c6 thich thé khong? Ba s& viét thur xin phép bb me chau nhé.

Nh6 cin thin va mic nhiéu quin 4o amnhé! Va viét thu cho ba nira.

Yéu chéu nhét tran doi,

Ba noi

Ba than yéu,

B me chéu bao chau ¢6 thé dén choi véi ba vao ky nghi xuan, nhung bay gios p ké hoach cu thé thi hoi som. Chéau thich dén chét di duroc!
Chau dang dém nguoc timg ngiy ddy nay. Ba biét ddy, chau chura bao gior di may bay.

Va Florida c¢6 vé vui biét bao! Véi ca chau ciing mudn xem chuyén ctia ba voi ong Binamin thé nio.
Thé ma trong dién thoai ba ching n6i ti gi!

Chéau van khoe. Tuyét dang tan.

Mg chau dang v& bitrc tranh mdi. Blrc nay ¢ qua mo, nho va 14 thurong xudn,

A chau ké véi ba 14 hai dira ban chau Gretchen va Nancy da c6 kinh nguyét chura nhi?

Mong gip ba sém

Yéu va hon b,

Margaret
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Chu nhat dau tién ctia thang Ba, Nancy ra t6i di New York mot ngay cung ca gia dinh nho. Evan ra ca Moose di. Ngéi chung xe voi Moose subt ching
duong tir nha dén thanh phd New York that la suéng, nhung gia day khong phai la céi xe thing ctia nha Nancy thi t6t. Hai anh thi ngdi & ghé sau, ching
01 ngdi & ghé gitra. Thé nén néu mudn ngim Moose thi ti phai ngdi ngwoc lai, ma nhur thé t6i s& bi say.

Lan d6 ching toi dén thim nha ht Radio City. Hoinho, ba hay dura ti dén day choi. Con b6 me cho rang noi ndy chi chuyén danh cho dan du fich. Toi
muon duoc ngdi canh Moose biét chirng nao nhung anh va Evan lai ngoi tit dang kia.

Sau budi biéu dién, bd me Nancy duacalu dén nha hang Steak Place dé an ti. Goi mon xong, Nancy va 1 rt nhau vao phong vé sinh. May sao trong
day chura c6 ai vi chi c6 dung hai bon cau, ma ca hai dira thi khong nhin thém duoc nira. Vira e t6i gidi quyét xong, Nancy bat dau rén ri.

“Oi 6i... khong.”

“Sao ddy Nancy?” t6i voi hoi.

“Oi dimg... khong...”

“Cau bi sao thé?” Toi ddp vao cai vach ngan giita hai phong,

“Goi e t6 vio... nhanh kén dil” nho thi thim

Toi ding trude cira phong nho. “Céu sao ddy?” toi dy cira nhung Nancy da khoa lai. “M& cira ra di”
Nancy bét dau khoc. “Ra goi me t& di mi.”

“Puoc, t& goi day. T quay lai ngay.”

Toi chay a0 ra chd ban an, cau cho Nancy dimg c6 ngat hay bi lim sao trudc khi t6i quay lai.

Toi n6i thim véi cd6 Wheeler, “Nancy bi 5m. Ban dy dang khoc 6 trong phong vé sinh, ban dy goi ¢ vao a.”
C6 Wheeler dimg phét dy theo t6i chay vao phong vé sinh. Trong d6 Nancy van khoc rung rirc.
“Nancy!” ¢ Wheeler goi, ¢6 diy canh cira.

“Me ... con sg' im! Gilip con Véi... me oi.”’

“Cira khoa i, Nancy. Me khong vao duoc,” c6 Wheeler tra 11 “Con phéi mo cira ra chir.”

“Con khong md duge... khong duoc...” Nancy van khoc.

“Chdu c6 thé chui tir bén dudi vao rdi md cira,” t6i goi y. “Chau vao nhé?” t6i hoi lai lan nira.

C6 Wheeler gat dau.

T6i quin vat vay quanh dii dé 16 khong quét xudng dudi san nha 101 bo vao bén trong. Nancy van Up mit vao tay khoc nire nd. Toi mo ctra cho ¢6
Wheeler, sau d6 dirng canh céi bon cho dgi. Khong biet Nancy cd phai dén bénh vién khong nhi? Cau cho nhé khong bi bénh truyén nhiem gi do.

Vai phit sau, co6 Wheeler mo cira ddnh tich mdt cai doan dua cho toi mjt it tién Ié. “Margaret, Ry cho c6 miéng bang vé sinh nhé!” Va toi kinh ngac khi
¢0 néi tiép: “O cai miy ban bang vé sinh tw dong trén twdng ay. Nancy ¢6 kinh roi.”

“Lan ndo ban 4y ciing hoang hét thé a?”

“Pay l ky kinh nguyét dau tién ctia con bé,” c6 Wheeler giai thich. “N6 so qua 4y mé.” Nancy van dang khoc va lién mom thi tham gi do.
Khong thé tin duoc! Nancy, cai gi ciing biét! Nho da kra t6i vé vu kinh nguyét. Trude d6 nhd chwra hé ¢6 kinh!

Toi nhét tién xu vao trong ci may va kéo can. Mot miéng bang vé sinh boc trong gidy bia ndy ra. Toi dua cho c6 Wheeler.

“Nancy, binh tinh nao,” t6i nghe me nho noi. “Néu con ctt khdc thé thi lam sao me giip duoc.”

Gia sir hom 4y t6i khong c6 & d6, toi s& khong bao gior biét Nancy da n6i doi toi. Ma c6 18 nhur thé lai 5.

Cudi cling hai me con Nancy bude ra khoi phong vé sinh, c6 Wheeler bao Nancy nén rira mit cho tinh tio trurde khi di ra ngoai. “Me s& ra trude ndi dé
moi nguodi yén tim,” me Nancy bao. “Nhung cac con dirng & 1au qua nhé.”



Toi khong biét ndi gi nira. Biét ni gi khi phat hign ra ban minh 1 mot ké ni dbil

Nancy rira mit va tay. Toi dua cho nho hai céi khéin gy dé lau. “Cau khong sao chir?” 16 hoi. Liic d6 toi cam théy budn cho nhé. Toi ciing mudn c6
kinh Eim, nhung khong dén ndi phai noi déi.

Nancy quay sang toi. “Margaret, xin cau dimg ké cho ai.”

“Oi Nancy...”

“Té noi that ddy. Néu hai nho kia biét, t& s& chét mét. Hira v6i t& 1 cau khong ké nhé,” nhé nin ni.

“Té khong ké dau.”

“Lan ddy t& tuong 1 t6 ¢6 roi. Khong phai 1 t6 bia chuyén dau. Chi 1 t¢ nhdm thoi.”

“U,” t6i trd 1o

“Céu khong ké cho ai khac nghe chir?”

“T6 bao khong roi ma.”

Ching t6i trds lai ban an ti voi moi ngudi. Mon bit tét vira dugc mang ra. Toi ngéi canh Moose. Anh c6 miii gi d6 thom thom. Khong biét ¢6 phai anh
cao rau khong béi vi anh [am t6i nhé den mii kem dudng sau khi cao réu clia bd. T6i cham phai tay anh miy ]an vi anh thuén tay trdi, t6i thun tay phai,
thé 14 thinh thoang lai dung. Anh bao van hay bj dung thé khi ngdi an cling moi ngurdi. Nhat dinh anh s& dimg s6 mdt trong quyén S6 Con trai ciia toi,

miic di ngoai t6i ra khong ai biét diéu do.

Toi chi &n dugc mdt nira sudt bt tét. Co Wheeler bao ngudi ta cho nira con lai vo trong tiii mang vé cho ché. Téi biét nha Nancy khong ¢6 ché nhung
tat nhién t6i khong nodi voi ¢d phuc vy ban.

Chua c6 d6 khong? La con, Margaret. Nancy la dira ’déi tra. Nho bia chuyén lira con! Con khong bao gio tin nho nita. Con s& ché Chia cho con biét
conco blnh thuong khong. Néu Cl}t’m cho con mit ‘déu hiéu gi 3o thi tot bjét b’ao. Néu khong con s€ danh co chd doi. Chi xin Chiia mdt dieu, Chua
dung d€ con c6 kinh ¢ trudng vi néu phdi noi voi thay Benedict thi con chét mat. Ta on Chua.
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Hom ming 8§ thang Ba, t6i tron nmurdi hai tué'L Vige déutientoi lam 12 hit hit nach, giéngnhu me van am Khong co mui! Toi khong ngiri thiy miii gi kho
chiu ca. Nhung ma bay gio da muoi hai tudi rdi, t0i quyét dinh s& ding kan khir mii, dé phong xa. Toi chay vao phong tim ly lo kin khir mii ctia me.
Miic quin 4o xong xudi, t0i a0 xudng bép in sang.

“Chiic mimg sinh nhét con, Margaret!” Me vira hat vira cti xudng hon ti trong khi t6i ubng ly nuréc cam ctia minh.

“Camon me!” t6i ndi. “Con wira dimg kin khir mii ctia me ddy.”

Me cudi dm n. “Con khong cAn phai ding dd cta me. Me s& mua cho con.”

“That chir a?” 61 hoi.

“Chéc chén rdi, néu con mudn dimg thudng xuyén.”

“Um, con nghii i nén dimg, Bay gi& con d& murdi hai tudi rdi con gi.”

“Me bit.... me biét.” Me vira mim cudi vira cit iy lat chudi dé Ién banh ngii cdc cho toi

Ba ndi giri cho t0i mit tréi phiéu tiét kiém tri gid mdt tréim d6 nhwr ba vén lam héing néim - cong thém ba céi 40 len m6i c6 ghi chit DANH RIENG CHO
CHAU... BA NOI LAM, m0t b d6 boi moi tinh va mt vé mdy bay t6i Florida! Vé khir hoi, khoi hanh vao budi trura ngdy ming 4 thang Tur tir sn bay
Newak. That khoai biet bao!

O truong, thiy Benedict bét tay chiic t6i tudi m6i nhidu may mén. Thiy bét nhip ca I6p hat bai “Chic mimg sinh nht” t6i. Nancy, Janie va Gretchen gop

tién mua cho t6i album méi ctia Mice Men. Ca hoi ting t6i vao I n trura. Nancy giri riéng cho t6i mot tim thiép sinh nhét, ghi 1a Ngan lAn cam on ngudi
ban t6t nhét trén doi cta t6. Toi nghi chiic nho van so t61 im 16 bi mét ciia nho.
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Chiéu hém do, thay Benedict thong béo ring trong ba tuan t6i mdt phan budi hoc s& dugc danh cho hoat dong nhom Ching t6i s& tim hiéu vé céc murde
trén the gioi. Janie, Nancy, Gretchen va t6i nhin nhau ra hi¢u s€ lam ctng nhom, duong nhién Ia the roi.

Nhung théy Benedict that dung 1 Fim chiéu! Thiy mubn ching ti im viée véi nhirg ban ma chua lim cing trude day nén ‘[hély da phin nhom déu vao
dAy hét ri. PAy, ban hiéu iao vién moi ra truong la thé ndo chura! Thiy khong biét y twéng do € oi 1 té sao? Thay khong biét 1 phai de ching 61 tur
ghép nhém sao? Gido vién ching bao gior thang thirng néi i ho da chon ai Am viéc véi ai ca. Thét chén khi ho bién ching ta thanh ké ngbe vi bét ching
ta chon mdt chi d& nao do trong khi ho biét thira Ia ching ta s€ lam gi. Nhung chuyén ndy thi thue sy nuc cuoi!

Toi nghi thiy Benedict khong cho chuyén ndy  nure cudi vi thily dang doc tén ctia timg nhom. M6i nhom ¢6 bon dira. Hai trai, hai gai, con mdt nhom
cudi cung c6 ba dira con gai. Toi thire sw khong tin vao tai minh khi thay doc tén cac thanh vién trong nhém ctia toi. Norman Fishbein, Philip Leroy,
Laura Danker va t6i! T6i li€c ve phia Janie. N6 nhin toi. Toi ruén may lai.

Thay Benedict yéu cau ching t6i xép lai ban theo nhém Toi s& phai ndi chuyén voi Laura Danker! Khong sao tranh dugc chuyén nay. Toi cling s& phai
danh nhiéu thoi gian véi Philip Leroy, nghi dén thoi cling thay kha 13 tha vi.

Viée dau tién Philip am sau khi chiing t6i quiy miy céi ban lai 1 hat cho t6i nghe.
Chuic mirng sinh nhat ban,

Ban song trong s6 thi,

Trong ban nhur mdt con khi,

Va ban ciling c6 nuii ctia mdt con khi!

ROi cdu ta véo canh tay t6i mdt cai - 1 dau! Pau dén chay nudc mét. Cau ta bao, “Véo thé dé cau lon thém vai phan. Va cau biét i nén lon thém & b
phén nao roi day!”

Toi biét d6 chi | mot trd diia va khong nén nghiém trong hoa vén dé. Mot | vi, 61 khong c6 mii ctia con khi ndo hét. Toi da ding lin khir mii roi mi!
Hai I3, t6i c6 phai 16n thém vai phan & bat ky cho nao cling khong phdi viéc d€ Philip Leroy xia milii vao! V€ phan minh t6i cho 1a Nancy c6 the gianh lay
cau ta. Hai dira that 1 ximg doi.

Té hon B ti lai phéi ngdi doi dién véi Laura Danker. Toi ghét nho. Toi ghét boi nhé phong phao, xinh dep khién tat ca i con trai déu phéi ngdm nhin, ké
ca thay Benedict.

Toi ciing ghét nh6 bdi nho biét minh phét trién binh thurong con toi chiing biét gi vé ban thin minh ca. Toi cling ghét ca thiy Benedict vi thiy luon ghép toi
voi thang Norman Fishbein, cai thang khé chiu ay!

Thé 13 cudi ciing sinh nhét cta t6i, 18 ra phai A ngiy hoan héo nhét trong doi 01, lai hoa ra i t&. T6i hao hirc cho dén ky nghi xudn. Piéu tot dep duy
nhét ma t6i c6 thé mong chd 1 chuyén di t6i Florida. Toi chan truwong hoc Em roi.
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O nha, me 6i bao chira bao gior thy i c6 tam trang ti t& dén thé bao gio. Tam trang t0i t& do kéo dai hét ba tuan lim viéc nhom ngu ngde. Chén nhat
12 nhom ctia t61 da quyet dinh trinh bay vé nurde Bi véi s0 phicu ing hd ba trén bon. Toi mubn lam vé mot dat nurde thi vi hon, nhur Phip hoac Tay Ban
Nha chang han. Nhung t6i da thua.

Thé 14 t6i &n, thd va ngli cling nure Bi trong ba tuan. Philip Leroy ki mdt dira phién ha. Toi nhan ngay ra diéu d6. Tét ca nhitng gi cau ta m chi i tréu
choc moi nguoi. Trong lic ]émbélL khi Laura, Norman va t61 ban ron tra ciru séch tham khao, thi Phlhp chi ma1 mé v& mét cuoi lén vo. Hai ngay lién, cau
ta gidu truyén tranh trong v& dé Ién doc. Norman rat c6 gang nhung céu ta chdm lim! Va 61 khong thé chiu noi cach céu ta doc tham ma mi¢ng cling
map may theo. Laura lam viéc rat hi¢u qua. Nhung di nhién, t6i khong bao gio noi ra dicu do.

T6i tudn im viée nhom thi ba, Laura va t0i d2 xin phép 6 lai trrong dé nghién ctru trong thur vién. Ching t6i can thém thoi gian tra ciru tir dién bach
khoa. Mg s& don toi trude cong trirong lic bon gio ba nuroi. Laura di bd tir trurdng t6i nha thd vi nhd con phai di xung toi.

Gios thi diéu d6 khién t6i béit du suy nghi. Mot i, t6i chua biét nho theo dao Thién Chiia. Hon nita, t0i ty hoi khong biét nhé s& noi gi khi xung ti. Ligu
nho ¢6 ndi ve nhing viéc nho lam cung It con trai khong? Va néu ding the thi linh muc bao gi nh6? Moi khi lam mbt viée gi xau, nho ¢ di xung tdi
khong? Hay dé danh moi thang di mot lan?
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Toi ban nghi vé Laura va chuyén xung toi ctia nho dén mirc quén hét nude Bi. Va c6 I& t6i s& chang n6i gi néu khong phai 1 vi Laura. Nho giy chuyén
Vo t0i truede. Vithe tat ca 1 tai nho.

“Cau dang chép nguyén xi tir quyén Cudn sach Thé gioi,” nhé kha noi.
“Thé thi sa0?”
“0, cau khong dugc amthé,” nhé giai thich. “Cau phéi doc rdi viét lai bang cau tir ctia minh. Cau ma chép nguyén xi thi thdy Benedict s& biét ngay.”

Binh thudmg, t6i khong bao gitr chép nguyén xi. Toi ciing biét 10 quy dinh gidong nhur Laura. Nhung vi t6i dang bén suy nhii vé nhitng viée khac va dii sao
thi Laura 1a ai ma ddmra Iénh cho ngudi khac nhu thé? Lam nhu minh oai lam ay!

Thé 1 t6i bao: “O, cau nghi cu gioi lim phéi khong?”

Nhé dap: “Cha lién quan gi toi gioi hay khong gidi ca.”

T6i bén nodi: “Péng ndo thi t& ciing biét hét vé cau rdil”

Nho tra o “Thé nghia 1 thé nao?”

Toi day thi co tha thur nhéic nhd: “Cac em- hay trat to hon mdt chut.”
Sau do6, Laura quay lai lam vi¢c. Nhung t6i thi khong,

“T6 da nghe hét moi chuyén vé ciu va Moose Freed,” toi thi thAm
Laura dzt bit xudng nhin ti. “Cau nghe cai gi vé t& va Moose Freed?”
“O v& viée cau va Moose Freed thAm thut v&i nhau éiy,” 01 noi.

“T6 lam thé dé lam g?” Laura hoi.

Nho thyee Ja thon! “Té khong biét ciu im thé dé am gl Nhung t6 biét tai sao bon con trai lim nhur thé. .. ching n6 ra déy dé ¢ thé so'md ciu hay gl d6
va cau dé ching nd lam vay!”

Nho déng sap quyen tir dién bach khoa lai roi dimg Ién. Khudn it d6 yng va mot duong gan xanh ndi én ¢ ¢d nho & mon mdt. “Cau a d6 noi ddi
ban thiu! D6 con lon!”” Chura ai goi t6i bang nhiing cai tén nhur vy trong doi.

Laura vo voi sach v& va 4o khoac rdi chay ra khoi thur vién. Toi ciing vo Iy d6 ctia minh, chay theo.

Toi da thye sy laim mot chuyén kinh khing. Va t6i thim chi con khong nghi la s& lam thé. Sao ma toi gidng Nancy thé co chir. D6 1a khi t6i nhén ra ring
Nancy da bia ra tat ca moi chuyén vé Laura. Hodc c6 thé Moose va Evan dé boc phét chi dé khoe khoang. Phai, t6i ¢4 Ia hai nguoi d6! Moose ciing I
mot tén ndi doi trang tron!

“Nay Laura! Doi d3,” t6i goi.

Nho bude nhanh qué - ¢6 18 boi vi chén nho dai. Téi van chay theo. Cudi ciing khi dudi kip nho, t6i gin nhu khong thé ndi nita. Laura vin bude di ma
khong thém nhin t61. Toi khong trach gi ca. To1 bude di bén canh. Bon bude cua t6i mdi bang hai bude cta nhd.

“Nay,” t01 n6i voi nho. “Té khong noi Ia co gi sai khi cau lam nhu vay.”

“That i ghé tom khi cic cau gy chuyén véi t& chi vi t& phdng phao!” Laura vira n6i vira sut sit khoc.

Toi mudn bao nhé xi mili ra. “T& khong cé y xiic pham cau,” t6i thanh minh. “Tai cau khoi mao trurde déy chi.”
“Té 42 Hay ddy! Cau nghf tréu t6 1 vui Bim phai khong?”

“Khong,” toi dap.

“Cau khong nghi i t& ciing biét hét vé cau va hdi ciia cau a? Theo cau thi co gi hay ho khi i dira In nhét I6p?”
“Té khong biét,” t6i noi. “Té chua bao gior nghil dén chuyén do.”

“Thé thi cau thir nghi di. Hay thir nghil xem cdu s& cam thiy thé nao khi phai mic 4o 16t tir nam I6p Bén, 1di chuyén moi ngudi cudi nhao cau nhu thé ndo
va céu luon phai khoanh tay trude ngure ra sao. Cur thir nghi tdi viéc bon con trai goi ciu bang nhiing cai tén ban thiu chi boi vi hinh dang ctia cau di.”

Toi da nghi vé diéu do. “T rat tiéc, Laura,” t6i noi.



“Chdc chin rdil”
“T& thye su rat tiée. Néu cau mudn biét su tht thi... irm, t¢ mudn duoe ¢o ngoai hinh nhwr cdu co.”
“Té6 rét vui Iong dbi chd cho cau. Bay gid té phai di xung t6i.”” Nho bude di vira ndi gi d6 vé nhirng ngwdi lam sai luén phai di xung toi thé ndo.

Toi nghi, ¢6 1€ nho ndi ding. Co I& t61 moi la dira phai di xung to1. Toi di theo Laura t6i nha tho. Chi cach truong c6 hai toa nha. Toi van con phai chd
me nira tiéng nita co mé. Toi bang qua dudng va ndp sau bui cdy theo doi Laura budc 1én bac thang rdi bién mat trong nha tho.

Sau do, t6i trd lai phia bén kia dudng ma chay 1én béac thang gach. T6i md cira, nhin vio bén trong, Khong trong thiy Laura dau ca. Toi bude vao nha
tho, ron rén di gitta gido duong,

Khong gian tht yén king. Toi tur hoi dicu gi s& xay ra néu toi hét Ién; tat nhién toi biét B minh s& khong hét, nhung t6i khong thé khong ban khoan xem
mot tiéng hét s& vang nhu thé nao trong khdng gian nay.

Toi nong rue ngudi vi céi 4o khodc day, nhung van khong coi ra. Mot lic sau, thay Laura budc ra khoi mot canh cira, t0i lién ngdi thup xubng sau hang
ghe dé nhd khong nhin thay. Nho khong thém liéc veé phia to1. T6i nghi nho khong mat nhiéu thoi gian dé xung toi.

Thét ky cuc. Hai chén t6i bdng yéu xiu. Ngay khi Laura ra khoi nha tho, toi dimg day ngay. Toi ciing dinh di vi da hen me ¢ truong, Nhung t6i khong ra
ctra trurge nha thd ma vong nguroc lai.

Toi ding trude canh cira ma Laura vira bude ra. Bén trong ¢6 gi nhi? Toi mo hé cira. Khong c6 ai ¢ bén trong ca. Trong no gidng nhur mdt bot dién
thoai c6 vach gb. Toi bude vao 1di dong cira lai. Toi chéy doi mdt diéu gi d6 xay ra. Khong biét phai im gi nén ti chi ngdi do.

Cudi cling t6i nghe thiy mot giong n6i. “C6 chuyén gi viy con ciia ta?”

Dau tién toi twong d6 1a Cha. Toi thyc long, thye long nghi d6 Ta Chua, thé 14 tim t6i bt dau loan nhip va t6i va md hoi trong cai 4o khodc, lai co phin
chong mit nira. Nhung 10i t6i nhén ra d6 chi 1A vi linh mye ng01 & phong bén. Linh myc khong nhin thiy t6i v t6i ciing khong trong thiy 6ng nhung ching
61 c6 thé nghe thiy tiéng cia nhau. Ay vAy ma, t6i vin chiing ndi gi.

“C6 chuyén gl vay, con ciia ta?”” 6ng nhic lai.

“Con... con... d... &..” tdi bit dau.

“Con c6 chuyén gi?”’ vi linh myc hdi toi.

“Con xin 163, ti thi tham.

T6i m6 tung cira 10i chay trén 16i di giira ra khoi nha tho. T6i vira chay vé trudng vira khoc rung rire, budn n6n kinh khing va so 14 s&€ non mét. R toi
trong thdy me dang cho trong xe, t6i bén lén phia ghé sau va phan bua 14 t6i | dang met Jam. T6i dudi ngudi nam dai trén ghé. Me l4i xe vé thing nha va t6i
khong phai ké bét ctr didu gi kinh khing minh vira im béi vi me nghi t6i bi dm thét.

T6i hom 6, me mang mdt bt xiip én phong t6i va ngdi canh girdng trong khi ché t6i &n. Me ndi chéc t6i bi nhiém vi rit hay gi d6 va me mimg B toi da
cam thay kha hon nhung néu mai t6i khong thich di hoc thi me cling khong ép. Roi me tat dén, hon t6i chiic ngl ngon.

Chta c6 d6 khong? La con, Margaret. Hom nay con da lam m6t chuyén kinh khing Jam. Kinh khing lim a! Chéc chén con I nguoi kinh khing nhat
trén doi va khong ximg dang hudng dicu gi tot dep ca. Con da gy chuyén véi Laura Danker. Con da gay sy véinhd. Pung la con da lam ton thuong
Laura. Tai sao Nguoi dé con lam di¢u d6? Con da tim kiém Nguoi. Con da tim Nguoi trong dén tho. Con da tim Nguoi trong nha tho. Va homnay, con
da tim Nguoi khi con muon xung t9i. Nhung Neuoi khong c6 ¢ d6. Con khong cam thay Nguoi co ¢ do gi ca. Khong giong nhur khi con néi chuyén voi
Ngudi vao budi toi. Tai sao vay ha Chiia? Tai sao con chi cam thay c6 Nguoi khi con & mt minh?
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Lé thu t6i truée ky nghi xuan ding mot tuan. Chi 6 diéu khong phéi  thur clia ba ni v n6 khong néi vé chuyén di t6i Florida. DS I thur clia ng ba
ngoai Mary va Paul Hutchins ca t6i. Chuyén nay ding la hét stre ky la vi ttr khi ong ba tir me t0i do me ket hon voi ngudi ma 6ng ba khong ung y, 6ng
ba khdng bao gio vict thur cho me. Bo t61, von khdng nghi tot vé ho, lién noi khing,

“Sao ho lai c6 dia chi nha minh? Tra i cau hoi d& ot ndy ciia anh di! Sao ho lai c6 dia chi nha minh?”

Me chi kh& khang d4p. “Em da giri cho bd me mot tim thiép Giang sinh. Vay d6.”
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B4 hét lén. “Anh khong thé tin em, Barbara! Sau muroi bén nim, em lai gtri cho ho mot tﬁmthlép Giang sinh sao?”

“Emda nii Iong, Thé nén em da giri mdt tAm thiép. Em khong viét g ca. Chi c6 tén ching minh thoi.”

B4 t6i dir dir 14 th trede mit me. “Vay | by gid, sau mudi bén nim - murdi bén nim, Barbara! Gios ho lai d6iy a?”

“Bb me mudn gip gia dinh minh. Thé thoi”

“Ho mudn gip em, khong phai anh! Ho muén giip Margaret! Bé chéic chin I con bé khong moc stmg do!”

“Herb! Thoi di! Anh 16 bich roi ddy...”

“Anh 16 bich! Budn cudi thit ddy, Barbara. That 2 budn cuoi ddy.”

“BS me biét con nghil gi khong?” t0i hoi bd me minh. “Con nghi ¢4 hai ngudi dang t6 ra 10 bich thi c6!” Toi chay ra khoi bép, lao kn gic vé phong minh.
T61 dong sam cira lai. Toi ghét phai thay bd me cai nhau trude niit t6i. Tai sao ho khong bict 1 t61 ghét chuyén nay dén nhurong nao! Sao ho khong hieu
14 nhitng loi ho th6t ra nghe khiing khip ra sao? Toi van nghe thiy ting ho dang quat thdo khong dut. T6i vira Ry tay bit tai vira di v€ phia bén kia
phong dén cho may nghe nhac. Roi t61 dung mdt tay d€ bat dia Mice Men to hét ¢d. Nhur the - nhur the kha hon nhicu.

Vai phit sau, canh cira phong t6i bat mo. BS t6i di thing t6i chd may nghe nhac rdi gat it tit. Me cam 4 thur trong tay. Mt me d6 hoe. Toi khong noi
gica.

B di di lai lai. “Margaret,” cudi cing b néi. “Viée ndy lién quan dén con. BS nghil trude khi ching ta lim gi hay néi gi @ thi con nén doc 1a thur ctia 6ng
ba ngoai da. Barbara...” B0 chia tay ra.

Me dua I thur cho b6 r6i b6 dura lai cho toi. Chi viét trong thu nghiéng nghiéng va dep nhur chi in, giong nhur chir ban moi tap viét hoi I6p Ba vy. Toi
ngoi thup xudng giuong,

Guri Barbara,
B me da nghinhiéuvé con. B& me giéthétréi
Me nghi chic con kho 1ong tin duge. Nhung dung I nhur vay.

Bdng nhién, bd me mudn gip dira con gii duy nhit ctia minh hon hét thay. B6 me ci ban khoin ring c6 phai mudi bén nidm trude minh da pham phai
sai im khong,

B me d3 ban bac chuyén nay voi vi myc su va ciing 1 ban than ctia con, Reverend Baylor.
Con con nhé 6ng dy phai khong. Chiia o, khi con bé ti, ong Ay da lam I& rira t0i cho con dy.

Ong 4y néi 1am lai khong bao o' 1 qua mudn. Vi vay bd me s& bay vé phia Pong mot tuin va hy vong con s& dé bd me ghé tham am quen véi chau gai
ctia chung ta, Margaret Ann. Bo me giri kém ca chi tiét vé chuyén bay trong thur nhé.

Mg ctia con,

Mary Hutchins

Thét 12 mot bure thu budn non! Cha trach b t6i phat dién Ién. Trong thu tham chi khong hé nhéic dén bd.

Toi dua th lai cho bd, nhung khong n6i gi boi t6i khong biét phai noi gi nita.

“Ho s& t6i vao ngay ming 5 théng Tu,” bd noi.

“Oi, vay ding ndo thi con ciing khong gip ong dy,” t6i néi, méit sang lén. “Con s& di Florida vao ngay ming 4.”
Me nhin bd.

“Phai khdng a? Con di Florida vao ngdy mimg 4 con gi!”” toi noi.

Hai ngudi van chang n6i gi va mot phit sau thi t6i da biét moi chuyén - t6i da biét minh s& khong di Florida nira! Va lic d6 t6i co nhidu dicu dé n6i.
Nhiéu diéu!

“Con khong muén gip 6ng ba ngoai,” t6i gao 1én. “Nhur thé 1a khong cong bang! Con mudn di Florida & voi ba ndi. BS - di mal”

“Con dirng nhin bd,” bé king I& n6i. “D6 khong phai 16i ctia bd. B khong giri thiép Giang sinh cho ho.”



“Me!” 161 khoc oc. “Me khong thé lam vy v6i con. Khong thé! Thé i khong cong bang - khong cong bang!” Toi ghét me. Toi thuc 1ong ghét me. Me
that 1a ngdc. Me phai giri cho ho mdt tam thi€p ngd ngan dé lam gi co chir!

“Thodi ndo, Margaret. Day dau phai ngay tn thé dau con,” me vira ndi vira vong tay 6m By t6i. “Con s& di Florida vao dip khac.”

Toi lach nguoi ra khoi vong tay me khi bb noi, “Ai d6 phai goi dién cho ba dé bao vé thay ddi trong ké hoach di.”

“Em s& ndi miy dé Margaret néi véi ba luén bay gio,” me noi.

“Oi khong!” t6i kéu Ién. “Me di ma n6i v6i ba dy. Pay khong phai y ctia con!”

“Puge rdL” me lang € dap. “Puoc 1L, e & ndi vay.”

Toi theo bd me 1én phong ho.

Me t6i nhic 6ng nghe yéu c‘.'liu giuqc ndi may truc :riép VoI bé noi tai khach san ba dang 6. Sau vai phit me n01, “Chao me, con Barbargl déya... Khong
c6 chuyén gi a... Moi thir déu 6n... Vang, diing thé ma... Tat nhién 1a con chac... Chi 1a Margaret s& khong the t6i thim duoc nira... Tat nhién chdu dang
0 day... chau dang 6 ngay canh con... Vang, me ndi chuyén véi chau nhé...”

Me dira ng nghe vé phia t6i, nhung t6i Fic ddu khong chiu cAm méy. Thé 1 me bit dng nghe lai thi thdm, “Ba ndi nghi 1 con bi ém. Con phai néi voi ba
1a con khong sao het.”

T6i cam ng nghe. “Ba oi,” t6i ndi, “Chau Margaret ddy a...”

Toi nghe tiéng ba thd phao & dau day bén kia.

“Khong ¢ chuyén gi dau, ba... Khong, chau khong bi om.. Khong ai bi dm ca. Tt nhién chau chic chir... Nhung chau mudn dén ¢ véi ba am. Chi co
dicu chau khong duoc di nira.” Toi thdy nuée mat minh trao ra. C6 hong t6i nghen lai. Me t0i ra hiéu bao t0i néi not cho ba nghe. “Chau khong t6i
Florida dugc vi vao dung tuan d6 nha chau ¢ khach.” Gio day toi bat dau cao giong birc xuc.

Ba hai 61, khach nao?

“La Ong ba ngoai chau,” t0i dép. “Tirc |a b6 me cia me chéu dy a... Ding ra a ¢ ai mdi ong ba dau... nhung me chéu da giri cho dng ba mdt thm thicp
Gidng sinh cing dia chi m6i ctia nha chau va the 1a by gio c6 mot bire thr giri t61 61 a ho & t6i va ho muon gip chau... Chau biét ba cling mudn gip
chau lam. Va chéu cting mudn gip ba nhung me chau khong cho...”

R&i t6i bt dau khoc oa Ién, thé 1 me t6i cam Iy dng nghe.

“Ching con rét tiéc. Chuyén la nhu vay. Margaret da hiéu roi. Con hy vong me ciing hiéu cho con. Camon me. Con biét i me s& hiéu m.... Vang, anh
Herb van 6n. Con s€ chuyén may cho anh ay. Me chod con mdt 1at.” Toi chay 1én gac trong khi bo noi, “Con chao me.”

Chiia c6 d6 khong? La con, Margaret. Con dau kho qua! Moi thir déu 1on tung pheo ca kn. Tét ca moi thir! Con nghil chéic ddy I sur trimg phat vi con
da cur xir khong t6t. Con nghi chic Nguoi cho rang nhu thé 12 cong bang khi bt con phéi chiu dung chuyén nay vi nhitng gi con da lam véi Laura. C6
diing khong a? Nhung con da luén udn cd ging lam diéu Nguoi mudn con am. Thue sy ddy a. Xin Ngudi dimg dé ho toi. Xin Nguoi hdy m gi d6 dé
con lai dugc di Florida bang bét ctr gia ndo. Xin Nguoi. ..
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Tuan do, me t6i lao vao don dep nha cira, con toi lai cho doi diéu gl d6 xay ra. Toi nghi s& co mdt birc dién ndi ring cubi cing thi dng ba khong thé toi
duoc. Toi chiac mAm Chua chi muon trirng phat t61 vai ngay thoi. Khong phai 14 ca ky nghi xuan.

“Vui vé Ién con, Margaret,” me t0i n6i lic ca nha dang an tdi. “Moi chuyén khong dén ndi té nhu vé bé ngoai dau.”
“Sao me ¢6 thé wui vé khi ong ba dén a?” t61 hoi. “Sau tt ca moi chuyén me da ké cho con nghe vé ho? - Sao thé a?”

“Me mudn chimg t6 cho 6ng ba thiy me da xoay x& t6t nhur thé ndo trong murdi bon nim khong ¢ sur hd tro tir ho. Va me mudn cho 6ng ba thiy gia
dinh tuyét voi cua ching ta.”

B4 t6i bao, “Em khong thé mong Margaret quéa ddi vui mirng khi ké hoach ctia con da bi thay dbi vao phut cudi.”
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“Anh,” me t6i noi “En{vﬁn chura thé tha thir cho b6 me. Anh biét didu d6 ma. Em s& khong bao gior tha thir. Nhung bb me s& t6i. Em khong thé néi
khong, Hay co gang hi€u em... ca hai bo con... nhé.”

Trude déy, me chura bao gior d& nghi t6i nhur vAy. Thurong thi t6i mudn me ¢b giing hiéu cho toi.

B6 hon lén mé me trong lic me don dep bt dia. BS hira s& c6 giing hét sirc. Va t6i ciing hira. Mg hon lai hai b con t0i va n6i réing me ¢6 gia dinh tuygt
voi nhat trén doi

Ngay ming 5 thang Tur, hai me con i xe t6i sin bay Newak dé don ong ba. B6 t6i khong di vi nghi 3 nén ¢ nha dén ong ba thi hon.

Sudt doan duong ra sin bay, me huong dan t6i. “Margaret, me khong bién minh cho 6ng ba ngoai. Nhung me mudn con biét ring ho ciing 6 niém tin.
Va murdi bon ndm trude... dng ba da lam viée minh cho 1 ding. Mac du ching ta bict viée d6 that tan nhan. Tin ngudng quan trong voi ong ba dén mire
ay day. Con c6 hicu y me n6i khong?”’

“Phan ndo d6 a,” toi noi.

Khi san bay thong bao chuyén bay 50 894 tir Toledo sdp ha canh, t6i di theo me t6i cbng. Toi nhén ra 6ng ba ngay. Toi nhn ra tir cach ho vira budc
xuong bac thang miy bay vira nam tay nhau. Va khi ho t6i gan, t6i nhan ra r& hon nhr doi gidy ctia ba ngoai - nd miu den, ¢6 dang ten va gbt bang -
kiéu gidy phu nir ¢d. Ong ngoai c6 ddm toc tring pho quanh ria con dinh dau khong c6 ti toc ndo. Ong da thip hon lai béo hon ba.

Ong ba nhin xung quanh mdt It thi me t6i goi, “Chiing con & ddy, dang nay!”

Ho di v& phia chiing t0i, khi nhan ra me ho vui vé hén Ién. Me 6m tirg ngudi mot tht nhanh. Toi chi dimg d6 camthayngo ngén cho dén khi ba ngoai
n6i. “Con day chic han 1 Margaret Ann.” Khi ba n6i, t6i dé y ¢6 mot cdy thanh gia trén c6 ba. N6 1 cai vong cd to nhit ma toi tirng nhin thdy. Va sang
lap lanh nira chir!

Toi khong mubn ho cham vao minh. Va 6 & ho cling nhén thély diéu o, bdi vi khi ba ngoai cti ngwoi xudng dinh hon t6i thi t6i vén dimg tro tro. Toi
khong dinh lam thé. Phan trng xay ra that tur nhién.

Toi nghii me hiéu cam giac cta t6i boi vi me bao ng ba nén ra xem hanh Iy thé nao.

Khi ching t6i vé dén nha, bd t6i d6n moi ngudi & cira trude va do va li cho dng ba. C6 hai cai ca thay, déu mau ndu va déu moéi tinh trom
“Chao Herb,” ba ngoai noi.

“Chao ba Hutchins,” bd dép lai.

Toi nghi bd that budn curdi vi goi ba i “Ba”.

Ong ngoai bét tay bd. “Trong anh khoe ddy Herb,” dng noi.

B4 t6i mim mdi lai nhung cubi ciing ciing ging dap. “Cam on ong”

Toi nghi, viéc ndy véi bd khé khin hon i véi toi!

Hai me con t6i dan 6ng ba ngoai Ién phong. Rdi me di xudng chuin bi bita ti. Toi noi. “Néu ong ba can gi cir goi chaua.”
“Cam on chau, Margaret Ann,” ba n6i. Ba c kiéu nghién ring that budn cudi.

“Ba khong phai goi chau la Margaret Ann d4u,” ti noi. “Chéng ai goi chéu nhur thé ca. Chi Margaret 1 dugc rdia.”

Me 6i da chudn bj mdt bira ti long trong hét sirc. Gidng nhur ic me dai khach va bat t6i di ngi sém dy. C6 mot lo hoa dit trén ban va me thué mdt co
vé rira bt ho.

Me thay mdt bd vay moi, toc me trong ciing thit dep. Trong me khong gidng 6ng ba ngoai chit ndo. Ba ngoai ciing thay vay khéc, nhung van deo ciy
thanh gid trén cb.

Ca bita t0i, ching t0i ging guong hét st dé tro chuyén cho thin mét. Ba ngoai va me ndi chuyén v& ban be cii & Ohio, bay gio mbi ngudi dang bim viée
gl. Ong ngoai thi hau nhu chi ndi, “Cho t6i miéng bo... cho t6i lp mudi.”

Tét nhién t4i t6 ra ngoan ngodn hét sirc. Khi dang an mon bo nuong, 6ng ngoai lam d6 cbe nurde ctia minh, thé 1 ba ngoai nhin 6ng day trach moc,
nhung me t6i n6i nude khong lamhong céi gi ca. Co gai trong bép beén lau don di.

Khi cé nha dang &n mon trang miéng, me gii thich cho Gng b ngoai ring me vira mdi dit ngudi ta dong do dac cho phong khach va Fy am tiéc vi hai
nguoi khong & 1au mot chut d€ ma chiém ngudng, Toi biet 1a me chua dit gi c, nhung khdng ndi ra lam gi.

Sau bira t6i, ching t6i ngdi quiy quan trong phong lim viéc va dng ngoai hoi bd t6i nhimng cau dai loai nhur:



ONG: Anh van lam trong nginh bao hiém a?

BO: Vang,

ONG: Anh c6 dau tur vao thi chimg chimg khoan khong?

BO: Thinh thoang a.

ONG: Can nha ndy ciing dep phét ddy.

BO: Camon bd. Ching con ciing nghi vay.

Trong khi ba ngoai n6i chuyén voi me t6i vé:

BA: Hom L2 Ta on, b6 me & California dﬁy.

ME: Thé a?

BA: U, anh trai con ¢6 ngudi vo dam dang lim

ME: Mimg cho anh y.

BA: Gi4 ma chiing n6 ¢6 mdt dira con. Con biét khong, ching nd dang nghi t6i viée xin con nudi déy.
ME: Hy vong I thé. Ai ciing cAn c6 mdt dira con dé yéu thirong ma.

BA: U, me biét... Me lun mudn ¢o hang chuc dira chau, nhung Margaret 1a tat ca nhing gi me co.
Sau d6 me t6i xin phép ra ngoai tra tién cho ¢ gai trong bép, ¢6 Ay ra hiéu 14 taxi dang chd & cira trude. Thé 1 ba ngoai quay sang toi.
“Chéu c6 thich di hoc khong?” ba hoi.

“Nhin chung 1a thich a,” t6i tra 101.

“Chéu duoc nhidu diém t6t khong?”

“Ciing nhiéu a,” t0i tra Ioi.

“O trudng Chia nhét, chéu hoc thé nao?”

Lic d6 me t6i quay trd lai ngdi xudng canh toi

“Chéau khong di hoc truong Chua nhat,” toi tra 1oi.

“Chau khong di a?”

“Ving.”

“B6 n6 oi...” (d6 1 cach ba ngoai goi ong ngoai. Ong goi ba 1 “me n6”.)

“Gi thé me n6?”” dng ngoai hoi.

“Margaret khong di hoc trrdng Chiia nhét nay.” Ba ke dau con tay min mé chiéc thanh gia.

“Me,” me t6i ndi, ¢b mim cudi. “Me biét 1 ching con khong theo dao m.”

Téi lic 1di ddy. Toi nghi. Toi mudn roi khoi phong nhung lai thiy nhu bi dinh chit viao ghé.

“Ching ta ctr hy vong ring gio con di thay doi quan diém vé ton gido 1di co ddy,” dng noi.

“Pac biét 1a vi Margaret,” ba ngoai ndi thém. “Ai cling can phai theo dao.”

“Ching ta khong nén ndi chuyén triét Iy & dy,” bd n6i, to vé kho chiu. Tir phia bén kia phong bd nhin me v6i anh miit canh bao.
Ong ngoai cudi am Ién. “Ta khong dinh gia im mot triét gia dau Herb.”

“B4,” me phan bua, “khi ndo Margaret 16n Ién, ching con s& d8 chéu tu chon theo dao ndo.”



“Néu nd mubn!” bd t6i hung hing noi.
“Vo Iy’ ba ngoai bao. “Lam gi ¢ ai chon theo dao nao.”
“Ngudi ta sinh ra da c6 dao 161! 6ng ngoai nhanh chdng bo sung.

Cubi cting ba ngoai ciing mim cuoi rdi hoi bat cudi. “Vay Margaret chinh 2 mot tin dé Co Ddc r6il” ba thong bao, nhur thé tit ca moi ngudi I8 ra da phai
biét diéu do.

“Con xin me....” me ndi. “Nhur vay Margaret ciing hoan toan ¢6 thé i mdt tin & Do Thai. Me khong thiy sao - néu cir tiép tuc thé ndy, me s& lim hong
moi thir ddy.”

“Me khong c6 y lam con tht vong, con yéu,” ba ngoai ndi voi me. “Nhung con céi bao gid ciing theo dao ctia me n6. Va Barbara 4, con sinh ra da 12 tin
d6 Co Boc. Con di duoc rira t6i. Pon gian thé thoi”

“Margaret khong theo dao nio ca!” bd t6i hét én. “Va t6i rat cam on néu moi ngudi dimg tranh luan tai day.”

To6i khéng mudn nghe gi nita. Sao ho lai n6i chuyén nhur vay trude it t6i! Ho khong biét toi ciing i mot con ngudi, ¢ cam xiic ctia riéng minh hay sao
chu!

“Margaret,” ba vira n6i vira vudt tay 4o ctia toi. “Van chura mudn dau chau yéu ciia ta. Chau van ki con ctia Chiia. C6 18 trong khi ba ¢ ddy ba s& dan
chau t6i nha tho dé ndi chuyén véi muce su. Co & 6ng ay ¢ the thao gd moi chuyén.”

“Thoi dil”” Toi n6i lon doan dimg bét day. “TAt ca moi nguoi hdy thoi di. Con khong thé chiu thém mdt phitt nao khi phai nghe moi nguoi néi nhimg diéu
nay. Aican theo dao chit? Ai? Khong phai con... Con khong can. Con thdm chi khong can Chia.” Téi chay ao 1én phong minh.

T6i nghe me n6i, “Sao me phai khoi chuyén ndy ra chir? Gios thi me aim hong tht ca rdi ddy.”

Toi s& khong bao gio ndi chuyén voi Chiia nita. Suy cho cing thi Nguoi mubn gi ¢ t0i chir? Toi phat chan Ngudi va ton gido ctia Nguoi 1Oi! Va t6i s&
khong bao gio dat chan tdi cac doan thé hay Ia trung tim Cong dong Do Thai gi hét - khong bao gio.
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Séng hom sau, t0i ¢ fi trong phong minh. Toi khong xubng nhé &n séng, Toi théy minh bét dau budt miéng n6iChia c6 d6 khong?, nhung roi lai nhé réng
t61 khong dinh ndi chuyén véi Nguoi nita. Khong biét Nguoi c6 khién t6i guc ngdl khong, Nhung néu Ngurdi muon vay thi do 1a viéc cua Nguoi!

Pén chiéu khong thé ruri trong nha nira, t6i ben nho me cho ra phd gip Janie dé ciing di xem phim Me dong ¥ 1 t6i can phai ra khoi nha trong vai gio.
Janie va t6i gip nhau ¢ hiéu thudc goc pho, phia doi dién voi rap chiéu phim. To6i som hai muroi phut nén ching ti vao hiéu thuée xem sao. Chi yeu la
chiing t6i mudn xem cac loai bang vé sinh.

Ngim nghia vai phi, t0i thi thdm vi Janie, “Hay | mua mot goi di” D6 1 didu lu nay t6i vin mong moi, nhung chua dii can dam dé m. Hom nay t0i
cam thay minh that diing cam. T6i lai nghi, thé néu Chtia n6i gidn thi sao. Ai thém quan tdm? To6i thdm chi con thach thirc Ngudi bang cach bang qua
duong lac dén do. Nhung co gi xay ra daw.

“Mua dé lam gi?”” Janie hoi.

“Dé @& phong thoi,” t6i tra 10

“Y caula dé ¢ nha 477

“Tat nhién roi. Sao lai khong?”

“Té khong biét. C6 & me t6 s& khong thich thé dau.” Janie néi.

“Thé thi cau dung bao me.”

“Nhung néu me thiy thi sao?”’

“N6 & trong goi mi. Cau ctr ndi ddy 1 dd dimg hoc tap,” t6i bay cho Janie. “Cau c6 du tién khong?”
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“Co.”

“Puoc rdi. Gioy thi minh nén mua loai ndo nhi?” t6i hoi.

“Loai Diéu Da Tudi Méi Lén nhé?” Janie nbi. “D6 14 loai ni Gretchen hay ding ddy.”

“Duoc.” Toi iy mot géi Diéu Da Tudi M6i Lon tir trén gid. “Nao,” t6i bao Janie. “Cau iy mot goi di.”

“Puge 10, dugc rdL.” Janie cling léy mot goi.

Toi v6 ly mot cai gid mau tim dé trong cho giéng ngudi dang di sdm do.

Ching t6i cam hai g6i bang vé sinh, budc t6i quiy thu ngéin nhung quay ngodt ngay di khi thdy mot anh dtng ding sau qudy.
“Té khong lam dugc dau,” Janie thi thim Nho cat mot goi trd lai ké hang, “Té so im.”

“Céu dimg ng6 ngn thé. C6 gi ma phai...” Toi bj ¢6 ban hang nic 4o bac simau xanh duong ngit 10i.

“Co gp gi dugc cho cac chau?”’ co hoi.

Janie Fic dau nhung toi ni, “Chiing chau mudn mua nhitng thir ndy a.” Toi Jy lai g6i ctia Janie tir trén ké rdi cho ¢ ban hang xem nhitng thir ching toi
da chon.

“Duoc 1di, cac chau.

Céc chau hity mang t6i quiy thu ngén dé Max déng goi cho cac chau.”

Janie khong nhiic nhich. Trong nh6 nhu bi chon chin dudi At rdi. Mt thudn ra nira khoc nira cudi. Thé 1 6i chop Hy goi ciia nho ma tién thing t6i chd
Max ¢ qudy thu ngan. Toi dat moi thir xubng trude mét anh ta va clr dimg d6 khong nhin mit cling khong ndi gi. Anh ta cong tién, t6i ra hiéu cho Janie
dua ‘qen R,01 61161, “Cho vao hai tti giip em voi.”” Max cam tién, tra lai tién thira nhung t61 khong thém dém, va anh ta dua t6i hai ci tii ndu. Tt ca chi
cd thé! The nao ban ciling cho rang anh ta béan thir 6 hau nhu ca by ngdy trong tuan.

Khi t6i tir rap chiéu phim v& t6i nha me t6i hoi, “Géi gi @6 con?””

Toi tré 104, “Do ding hoc tap a.”

Toi di lén phong minh v6i goi hang moi mua. Ng@)i xubng giuong, 01 nhin cham chi vao goi Biéu ba ,Tuéi Méi Lon. Mong 4 Chiia dang doi theo t61. Cir
dé cho Nguoi thay t6i c6 thé xoay xd tot nhu theé nao ma khong can Nguoi! Toi md hdp lay mdt miéng ra. Toi camné hoi lau.

Cubi cing t6i dtng day, di vao phong thay db. Trong do tdi Eim. Nhat 1 sau khi dong ctra lai. Toi u6c g minh ¢6 mot phong thay d6 rong thénh thang
c6 ca den lan khoa. Nhung du sao thi t6i cling xoay x& dugc. Toi kep miéng bang vé sinh vao giira hai chan, sau d6 kéo quan 16t lén. Toi muon thir xem
cam gidc the nao. Gio thi t6i da biét. Toi thich cam gidc nay. Toi nght t6i viée di ngh cting v6i mieng bang vé sinh ngay t0i hom do, nhung lai quyct dinh
thoi. Néu co mot vu hoa hoan, bi mét cua t0i thé ndo cting s& bi 1. The la t61 b6 miéng bang ra, cat lai trong hop gidu dudi tan ngin kéo cudi cing. Me
t01 khong bao gio kiémtra cho ay bai vi dong 16n xon chac chan khién me phat 6m!

Séang hom sau, 6ng ba ngoai thong bao 1a s€ di New York.

“Bb me da ndi vdi con & mdt tudn co ma!” me noi. “Bd me n6i 1 s& & day mot tudn con al”

“Chiing ta ¢ n6i nhur vy,” ong n6i. “Nhung gio ching ta da quyét dinh danh thoi gian con lai trong mt khach san & New York.”

“Con hiéu r6i,” me néi.

B4 che mit phia sau td béo dang doc nhung t6i van trong thiy nu cudi mimg 1&y ctia b. Tét ca nhitng gi ti nghil duoc 1 6ng ba da lim hong chuyén di
t6i Florida ctia t6i va gio thi ho thdm chi con khong thém ¢ lai. Chuyén nay khong cong bang! Chuyén nay diing 1a mot tro kra dao!

Liic me t6i tré lai sau khi dira 6ng ba ra bén xe bugt bd bao, “Em mudn ¢4 bao nhiéu I ngay tir du ho da dinh di New York. Ho chi ghé tham boi vi
tién duodng thoi.”

“Em khong tin diéu do!” me dap.

“Con anh thi tin,” b n6i tiép.

“Ong ba da 1am hong chuyén di ctia con déy,” t6i noi.
Khong ai thém tra 161 toi.
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Chudng ctra reo e tam gior tdi hom do. Ching t6i dang ngdi trong phong nghi. T6i ndi s& ra xem ai. Téi mo cira trudc.

“Ba ndil” t6i la Ién. Toi 6m cham Ky ba. “Ba ¢6 viée gl & nha a?”

“Néu troi khong chiu dét thi d4t phai chiu troi thoi.”

Toi cudi sung swéng, vi biét ring toi i troi con ba ndi i dit. Co mdt dng dimg canh ba. Ba quay sang bao v6i éng. “Morris 4, ddy | Margaret.”
Ba ndi déng ctra lai r6i bao t6i, “Margaret chau yéu, day 1 6ng Morris Binamin.”

“Vin v6i Cinnamon,” 6ng noi.

To6i mim cuoi.

Ba n6i trong that dep véi nude da ram péng Va mai toc mau vang nhat. Ong Binamin ¢6 nhiéu toc bac, bo ria cling nhiéu soi bac, va ong deo kinh gong
den. Ong ciing ¢6 nudc da rim nang, Ong nam canh tay ba.

“Bb me chau dau rdi?”” ba hoi.

“BS me chéu dang ¢ trong phong nghi a,” toi tra 1o

“Ciing véi 6ng ba ngoai cua chau a?”

“Khong... Ong ba di rdi”

“Di rdil” ba kéu Ién. “Nhung ba tuong 1 ho s8 ¢ day mot tudn kia ma.”

“Chdu va bd me ciing nghi thé ddy,” toi noi.

“Nhung Morris va ba lai t6i ¢t 1 dé tham ho co ma.”

“That a?” to1 ndi. “Sao lai thé duoc a?”

Ba ndi va 6ng Binamin nhin nhau vé bi mét. “A, ching ta nghi ¢6 thé chau s& can sur hd tro.”

“Oi ba! Chau c6 thé tur lo lidu duoc ma.”

“Ba biét a chau c6 thé tur lo liéu duge. Chéu ki Margaret ctia ba ma, phai khong? Ké cho ba nghe di - ho c6 ¢b thir gi 46 khong?”
“Vidu la cai g a?” t6i hoi.

“Chéu biét ddy,” ba noi. “Chuyén di nha tho dy.”

“A... cling c0,” t6i thira nhan.

“Ba biét ngay ma,” ba tht Ién. “Téi ching phéi da ndi voi ong rdi sao?”” ba n6i véi dng Binamin,

Ong Binamin Fic d4u. “Ba lic ndo ciing doan dung, Sylvia a,” 6ng noi.

“Chéu phai nhé, Margaret... cho dit ho ¢6 néi gi di chang nita... chéu van d mot ngudi Do Thai d6 nhé.”

“Khong, chéu khong phail” toi ci lai. “Chau khong 12 gi ca, va ba biét rdi d6. Chéau tham chi con khong tin Chuia!”
“Margaret!” ba n6i, “Chau dimg bao gi' n6i nhur vy vé Chuia.”

“Tai sa0 a?” t6i hoi. “D6 1 sy that co mi!” Toi mubn hoi Chiia ring Ngudi co nghe thiy t6i ndi nhur vay khong! Nhung t6i s& khong néi chuyén voi
Nguoi nira va toi chic 1a Nguoi ¢d bict dieu do!

Khi 4y b me 61 ¢ trong phong khéch con ba ni dang chuén bj gi6i thiéu moi ngudi véi nhau. B me t6i liéc nhanh 6ng Binamin trong khi d6 6ng ciing



kha ban ron do xét ho.

Sau d6, me t6i pha ca phé va moi moi ngudi dn banh quy nong. Me cho t6i chit sira va banh quy gimg nhung t6i khong théy doi. Toi mudn roi khoi do
nén da ngap rat to ma khong che miéng,

“Margaret chau yéu, néu chau mét thé thi sao khong di ngi di,” ba noi.

“Vang, thé thi chau xin phép a.”

Doi khi ba ndi t6i ciing t& khong kém nhiing nguoi khac. Mién 1 ba thirong t6i va t6i yéu ba thi theo ton gido ndo ¢6 gi khac nhau?
Ban dang doc truyén Chiia C6 D6 Khong? La Con, Margaret duoc ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Thiy Benedict thong béo dén thir Séu tudn sau bon t0i phai ndp bai tip c4 nhan. Thay khong chdm diém nén ching ti phéi hét stre thét tha mi khong
phai lo chicu y thay. Thay hy vong moi dira chung t6i da hoc duge dieu gi d6 c6 ich. Hom thir Nam t6i viet mot burc thu.

Ngay 25 thang Nam

Thura thiy Benedict,

Emda thyre hién mdt thi nghiém kéo dai mot nam vé ton gido.

Em van chua it ra duoc két luan Jul V& ton gido minh s& chon khi 16n én - néu emmudn theo mdt ton gido nao do.

Emda doc ba cudn sach vé cha dé nay. D9 1a nhitng cubn: Do Thai gido hién dai, Lich st ctia Co Pbc gidova Thién Chua gido - Qua khir va Hién tai
Emda di du 1 tai Gido hoi Trudng Ao Thir nhét & Farbrook.

Emda t6i Gido hdi Giam ly Hiép nhit & Farbrook vao dém Giéng sinh.

Em da t6i dén tho Israel ¢ thanh ph New York vao Tét Do Thai.

Em d3 t6i phong xung t6i & nha th Thanh Bartholomew, nhung lai bo di vi khong biét néi gi.

Em chura thir tim hiéu vé Phit giéio hay Hoi gido vi khong quen ai theo nhitng ton gido nity. Em khong thich nhitng tréi nghiém cita minh vé ton gido im va
em nghi d€ chon duoc theo dao ndy hay dao kia phai mat nhiéu thoi gian. Em nghit mot nguoi khong the quyét dinh theo ton gido ndo theo cach nhur vay.
Viée d6 giong nhur phai tyr chon tén riéng cho minh. Ta nghi vé né mdt thoi gian dai va r6i lai thay doi y kién. Néu sau ndy ¢6 con, ems€ cho ching biet
chiing thudc t6n gido nao d€ ching duoc tim hi€u vé ton gidao d6 ngay tir Kic con bé. Mudi hai tudi Ia mudn lam roi.

Kinh thur,

Margaret Ann Simon

Hém!:ln’r Séu, mdi dira ndp cho thﬁy m}t tap day cd bia dugce trang tri. Con t6i chi cé6 mdt bire thur. Toi khong thé kep n6 vao mit tdp sach dugce. Toi
xau ho lam, ctr nhur t61 da khong lam gi ay.

Khi chudng reo, t6i vin ngdi & ban hoc trong khi nhitng dira khac 4o ra khoi lop.

Thiy Benedict nhin Ién n6i. “Gi viy Margaret?”

T6i di t6i ban thay ciing burc thur ctia minh.

“Em khong ndp bai,” t6i ndi.

e

“Em, rm... thay vao d6 em viét mot birc thr a.” Toi dua thu cho thdy, rdi dimg do trong lic thay doc thur.

“Em thyc sy da ¢b ging, thua thiy Benedict. Em... em xin 16i thiy. Em muén im tot hon thé.” T6i biét minh sép khoc dén noi. Khong n6i thém duroc gi
nita, thé 1a toi chay ra khoi 16p.
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T6i chay vao nha vé sinh nit trurde khi mrdc mét trao ra. Toi vin con nghe tiéng thay Benedict goi, “Margaret... Margaret”, toi khong dé y nita. Toi tat
nude lanh n mit, r6i chAm rai di bo vé nha mdt minh.

Toi lam sao thé nay? Lic mudi mot tubi, hau nhur t6i ching bao gidr khoc.

Bay gios bit cir c4i gi v bit ky chuyén gi déu c6 thé khién t6i 0a khoc. Toi mudn Bimrd chuyén nity véi Chia. Nhung t6i khong dinh cho Ngudi bit
diéu d6 dau, mic dil t6i ciing nhé Nguoi.
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Ngay 17 thing Sau, ban phy huynh to chirc cho ching t61 mot budi lién hoan chia tay trong phong thé chat va khong dira con gai khdi Sau ndo di tt
ngin. Lan dau tién, t6i di mot doi tt glay dai va mdt tiéng sau toi s& c6 chuyén di choi d4u tién trong b dang nay. Trong dau t6i chi nghi ti viée thang
Chin nay s& 1én 16p Bay va toi dang I6n dan én. Toi y thirc duoc diéu do - cho di co thé thi chura.

Bubi fién hoan & phong tap rét gidng budi khiéu vii bon cap hinh vudng vao dip 1€ Ta on. C6 Wheeler va 0 Fishbein di hd tong nhung in ndy ho méic
quan 4o binh thuong,

Lép ching t6i ting thay Benedict mot cap khung niing sét bang bac ni me ctia Gretchen da mua ca 16. Thay trong hd hoi im, boi thiy héing giong nhicu
va c6 vé nhur thiy khong bict phai ndi gi khac ngoai cau camon - va vi mic du ban déu khong phai la mot 16p Sau xuét sc nhat trén doi nhung ching toi
da tin b nhiéu. Va nho ching t61, sang ndm thay s& [a mdt gido vién c6 kinh nghiém - day dan kinh nghiém! Rai tat ca chiing t6i déu cuoi, mdt vai dira
con gai con khoc nita, nhung t6i thi khong,

Nancy, Gretchen, Janie va toi cing nhau &n trua riéng ¢ trén phd va n6i chuyén vé& cam gidc khi én trung hoc co'sd. Janie sg s& khong tim dugc duong
diva s& bi lac. Gretchen cho ring c6 thé gido vién s& rat lim chiéu con Nancy néi gia str ching toi khong hoc clng 16p thi sao, thé 1a tat ca ching toi vé
nha khéc loc.

Sau d6 ciing ngiy homa 4y, me bat diu goi ghémva li di cam trai cho t6i. Toi xemme xép chdng quan sodc va 4o thun vao trong va li. RS toi nghe thiy
tiéng may cat co. Moose da tr6 lai. Ban dau toi hédo hirc muén gip anh nhung rdi lai phét dién én khi nghi dén Laura va nhing cu chuyén ns anh da ra
ra khdp noi.

Toi chay xudng nha, ra ngoai san rdi hét 1én, “Nay Moose!”” Anh khong nghe thy t0i goi vi tiéng may cit co dn qua. Thé I t6i chay t6i chd anh dang cit
6 va dung chan ngay trude méit dé€ anh bude phai cha y téi toi sau do t6i lai hét to. “Nay Moose!”

Anh tit mdy. “Em dang chiin duong anh d6!” anh néi.

“Em c6 chuyén nay mudn ni voi anh,” ti noi.

“Emndi di”

Toi chéng nanh. “Anh biét khong, Moose! Anh 1 d6 di trd! Em khong tin | anh da tham thut voi Laura Danker.”
“Ai bao anh lam thé?”

“Anh hoi ai bao thé nghia i sa0?”

“Vay ainao?”

“Nancy ké ring Evan bao véin6 1a anh va Evan. ..” Toi dimg lai. Toi thdy minh nhu mot con ngdc.

Moose lic dau nhin toi. “Em ubn tin moi chuyén ma em nghe duoc vé ngudi khac thé 42 anh hoi.

T6i khong biét phai noi gi

Moose van tiép tuc noi. “Vay in sau, dimg tin trir phi em tan mét chimg kién! Bay gior thi em tranh dudng di, anh con ¢ viée phai am!”
To6i khong nhiic nhich. “Anh biét khong, Moose?”” t6i hoi.

“Gi0 lai 1 céi gi vay?”
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“Emxin 16i vi ¢ nghif anh i d6 déi tra.”

“Em biét khong, Margaret?”” Moose hoi toi.

“Khong, L gi thé?”

“Em van dang nging dudng anh do!”

To6i nhay tranh ra va Moose lai bat méy ct co. Toi nghe thy tiéng anh hat bai ca ua thich - vé kénh dao Ere.

Toi tr vao nha. Toi can phéi di vé sinh. Toi dang nghi vé Moose va vé viée t0i thich dimg gan anh nhuong ndo. Toi théy mimg vi anh khong phéi k do
doi tra va vui vi anh cat co cho nha t6i. RAi t6i nhin xuong quan 16t ctia minh va khong thé tin duge. Co mau. Khong phai nhiéu - nhung cling kha kha.

12>

Toi hét Am Ién, “Me... e oi... vao day mau!
Khi vao dén phong tim me n6i, “Gi vy con? C6 chuyén gi thé?”

“Con ¢6 101, t0i bao me.

“Co gi?”

Toi bt dAu vira cuoi vira khoc. “Kinh nguyét Ay me. Con 6 rdil” Toi sut sit mili va phai véi By khén lau,
“Con c6 chéc khong, Margaret?” me hoi lai.

“DAy... me nhin ddy nay,” t6i n6i, va cho me xem quan Iot.

“Chtia 01! Con thuc su da ¢6 roi. Con gainho clia me.” RO mét me rung rung va me cling bét du sut sit. “Doi mdt lat - me ¢6 dd & phong bén. Me
dinh x€p vao va li di cam trai cho con d€ phong xa.”

“Tht a?”
“Um Chi dé phong xa thoi.” Me roi khoi nha tim

Khi me quay lai t6i héi, “D6 ¢6 phai loai ciia Co gai Bi mit khong a?”

“Khong, Me mua cho con loai Bi¢u ba Tudi M&i Lon.”

“T6t 101, 101 6.

“Gi¢r con nhin nily Margaret - con im nhu thé ndy nay. Miéng bang ndy dit trong quin 16t va...”

“Me,” t6i n6i. “Con da tap am & trong phong con hai thang nay roil”

Liic d6 ca hai me con ciing cudi rdi me noi, “Thé thi me s& doi con & phong khéc vay.”

[Chiic ban doc sach vui vé tai www.gacsach.com - gac nhd cho nguoi yéu sach. |

T6i chdt cira phong tim, sau d6 boc 16p gidy bén dudi mleng bang, T6i 4n dai dinh vao quan, rdi lai méic d6 vao va ngim minh trong guong. Liéu cd ai
biét bi mét ctia t6i khong? N6 ¢6 16 ra khong? Moose ching han, liéu anh c6 biét khong mot khi t6i quay tré ra n6i chuyén voi anh? Liéu bd 61 ¢6 biét
ngay khi bd vé an com ti khong? Toi phal goi dién cho Nancy, Gretchen va Janie ngay ]ap tirc. Toi nghiép Janie! N6 s&  dira cudi cling trong hoi

STTN c6 nguyét san. M2 6i timg chéic mAm ngudi d6 1 minh. Nhur thé thi sao nhi! Gior chéic chéin 1 t6i dang 16n. Gidr ti gan nhur d& 1 mot phu nit rdi!

Chia ¢6 d6 khong? La con, Margaret. Con biét ngudi dang & d6. Con biét Nguoi khong bao gioy vi ci gi mi bo 16 diéu nay! Camon Chia. Camon
Nguoi m m...

Ban dang doc truyén Chiia C6 D6 Khong? La Con, Margaret duoc ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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