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Gioi thiéu Vi Than Cuoi Cung
Truyén Vi Than Cubi Clng, ni cho dén lic ndy, t6i dang c6 mdt budi chiéu tiroi dep, chinh xAc thi toi khong dugc cam lai dau vi dén tuan sau t6i moi

tron 16 tudi.

Chuyén la me t6i va duong Paul da dua t6i va co l?an Rachel dén chudi bai bién riéng & South Shore nay va dugng Paul da cho t6i muron chiéc xe hiéu
Prius ctia duong d€ di dao loanh quanh. Gio t6i biét cac ban dang nghi.

Ong 4y da tan mét chimg kién t6i cit ngang ngudi i ma quy, nhéay ra khoi cac khu nha dang nd tung trong truong hoc.
Ban dang doc truyén Vi Than Cudi Cimg dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.
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Chwong 1: Toi di du thuyén cung thuoc no
Ngay cudi cling ciia thé giéi bat dau khi mdt con pegasus dap xudng trén mui xe hoi ciia toi.
Miai cho dén lic nay, ti dang c6 mdt budi chicu turoi dep. Chinh x4c thi 0 khong durge cam i dau vi dén tun sau t0i m6i tron 16 tudi. Chuyén 1 vay:
me t6i va duong Paul d3 dura t6i va cd ban Rachel dén chudi bai bién riéng & South Shore niy va dugng Paul d cho t6i muron chiéc xe hiéu Prius ctia
duong dé di dao loanh quanh.
Gior t6i biét cac ban dang nghi, ‘Cha, 6ng Ay sao ma vo trach nhiém qua, blah, blah, blah’ Chéng qua do duong biét kha 16 vé t6i. Ong Ay da tan mit
chimg kién t0i cat ngang ngudi Il ma quy, nhay ra khoi cac khu nha dang nd tung trong truong hoc. Thé nén, chac dwong nghi ldi xe vai tram met chinh
xac chang phai a dieu nguy hiém nhat ma t6i da lam
Du sao dinita, Rachel va t6i cing dang i xe di. Hom d6 la mt ngay thing Tam ndng nong. Mai toc mau do cua Rachel duoc cot cao kiéu dudi ngwa
duyén dang C6 ay mic 4o boi bén trong 4o so mi trang rong rai. Toi chura bao gior nhin thy c6 ay mic gi ngoai nhitng chice 40 phong nhau nat va
nhirg chiéc quan jeans dugc V& tung toe trurde ddy, va gio co ay trong giong mit triéu dong drachma vang vay.
“O, cau dimg xe ngay noi do!” c6 dy ndi véi toi.

Ching t6i dd xe 0 mot day dt nhin ra Pai Tay Duong. Bién ludn 1 mdt trong nhitng noi yéu thich ciia t6i, nhung hém nay n6 dic biét dep — miu xanh
luc Iap lanh va phang ling nhu gurong, nhur the cha t6i dang giit cho n6 éma vi chiing t6i.

Nhan déy, cha t6i i thin Poseidon. Ong 4y c6 thé lam nhitng viéc con con nhur thé.

“Vay.” Rachel mim cudi diu dang voi toi. “Vé 1oi moi do.”

“0... dling roL.” Toi 0 ra v& hdo hirc. Y 0, ¢6 &y da mbi toi ghé choi ba ngdy tai dinh thy mia hé ctia gia dinh 6 4y & St. Thomas. Toi khong c6
nhicu 161 moi nhur thé. Y trong cta gia dinh t6i vé mot ky nghi tuyét voi I mot ky nghi cudi tuan duoe dén cén nha go xap x¢ ¢ bai bién Long Island voi
dam céi pizza dong lanh va may cuon bang phim thué & tiém. Pang nay, nha Rachel san sang cho t61 di cting trong mdt ky nghi sang trong ¢ Caribbe.

Con nira, toi that sy can mdt ky nghi. Miia hé nay ki miia hé khé khin nhat trong cudc doi toi. Y tudng duoc xa hoi dir chi vai ngay ngin ngii that qua
hdp dan.

Khé ndi, gidy phit trong dai s& dén bét ctr liic ndo. Toi dang ‘sin sang’ cho str ménh. Té hon nira tuén sau ki sinh nhét t6i. Theo 1i tién tri, khi toi tron
nuroi sau tuoi, dicu xau s€ xay ra.

“Percy ndy,” cd Ay n6i, “t6 biét thoi diém nay khong tot. Nhung chiang phai thoi diém nio ciing luon khong t5t ddi véi cau, ding khong?”

C6 4y ndi ciing dung,

“Té mudn di that ma,” t6i cam doan. “Ngit ndi...”

“Chién tranh.”

Toi git dau khong n6i. Toi khong thich nhic dén n6, nhung Rachel biét ca. Khéng giéng hau hét nhimg ngurdi binh thudng, co 4y c6 kha nang nhin xuyén
Man Suong Mu— tAm man ma thudt bop méo cach nhin nhén ctia con nguoi. C6 ay o thé thiy duroc cic con quéi vat. Coa 4y timg tan mit chirg kién
céc 4 thin khac chién d4u véi than khong 16 Titan va be dang, He nam ngodi, Rachel thim chi da cé mét ¢ d6 ic vi chia té bi bam nho trude d6 —

Kronos ra khoi quan tai trong mot hinh hai méi dﬁy ghé ron, va co éy ¢6 dugc sy kinh trong mii mi ctia t6i vi dd dam vao it hin ta voi mt chiée luge
nhyra mau xanh.
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Rachel dit tay én tay toi. “Cau cir nghi k§ di nhé. Nha 6 s& khong di trong mot vai ngdy t6i. Cha t6...”

Rachel ngip ngimg.
“Ong 4y lai im khé dé caua

Rachel Fic du véi sy chan ghét. “Cha dang ¢ tir t& véi t&, diéu d6 khién moi viée hiu nhur i t& di. Ong &y mudn t6 theo hoc & Hoc vién Nit sinh
Clarion vao mua thu.”

“Truong cii cua me cdu ay a?”

“P6 Ia ngdi truong day giao t& ngu pgéc danh cho nhirg dira con gai thudc ting 16p thurong ey, méi tin New Hampshire. Cau c6 thé tuong twong ra
hinh &nh té trong trudng day giao t€ d6 khong?”

Phai cong nhan y tuong d6 do vo cing. Rachel chi say mé véi cac du an nghé thudt duong phd, lo kiém céi n cho ngudi vo gia cu, hoac s& chéng lai
cac cudce biéu tinh nham “Ciiru loai Chim G6 Kién My Bung Vang Gay Nguy Hiém' va nhitng viéc dai loai thé. Toi chura bao gior thdy ¢6 4y niic mot
chiéc a0 ddm. That kho dé tudng turong ra hinh anh c6 Ay hoc dé tré thanh mdt ngudi giao thiép.

C6 4y thd dai suon suot. “Cha td nghil néu 6ng Ay lim hang ddng chuyén tir t& v6i t6, o s& thay c6 16i va nhurong bg.”

“D6 14 Iy do tai sao 6ng dy dong y cho t& di nghi cing nha c4u sao?”

“Ding... nhung Percy ny, ciu s& gitip t& mdt viée Ion ddy. S& tot hon that nhidu néu c6 cau di cliing. Vi lai, ¢6 chuyén ndy t& mudn noi...”

Rachel bt gidc im king,

“Cau mudn ndi vé chuyén gi?” t6i hoi. “Y cau B... qua nghiém trong dén ndi ching ta phai dén tan St. Thormas mdi néi duoc sao?”

C6 4y mim moi. “Nghe ndy, hdy quén chuyén d6 di nhé.

Hay gia v ching ta |3 mot ciip doi binh thurong, Ching ta di choi, cting nhau ngiim bién thoi. Thét tuyét khi dwoc & bén nhaw.”

Toi ¢6 thé ndi c6 diéu gi d6 dang im Rachel lo Eing, dit ngoai mit ¢6 t6 ra vui vé. Anh néing lam cho mai toc ¢6 Ay trong nhur ngon lira.

Ching t6i d4 ¢ bén nhau rat nhidu trong miia hé nay. Téi khong chinh xac tri tinh cho nhimg chuyén d6, nhung cang gap chuyén nghiém trong hon xay ra
0 trai, t6i lai cang thiy chinh ban than minh goi cho Rachel va di cing v6i ¢6 dy. Téi can nhic nhé chinh minh ring thé gii con ngudi van con & ngoai kia,
cach xa tat ca Iii quéi vat ding t6i im b cat c4 nhén ctia ching,

“Pdng y. Chi i mdt budi chidu binh thurdng va hai con ngudi binh thuong”

Rachel git dau. “VAy... gia str ¢6 hai ngudi thich nhau, cau néi xem phéi im thé ndo dé anh chang ngdc d6 chiu hon c6 gai, hir?”

“0...” Toi cam gidc minh gidng hét con bo thiéng ctia than Apollo — cham chap, ngé ngan, do g, “A, that ra thi...”

Toi khong thé gia v nhu minh da khong nghi dén Rachel. Toi cam thiy d& dang hon khi & bén ¢6 y... trm, d& dang hon nhidu so v6i nhitng ¢d géi khac
ma t6i bict. Toi khong phai co gong minh Ién, hay phai xem chirng nhitng gi minh ndi, hoac vat ca 6c dé co doan xem cd gai d6 dang nghi gi. Rachel
khong giau giem chuyén gi. C6 ay thuong cho ban biet c6 ay nghi gi.

Toi khong chéc nhitng g minh s& lam, nhung t6i qua xao ling dén ndi khong chi y dén mit cdi bong den to ding tir trén trdi nhao xudng cho dén khi bon
chiéc mong ngira dap xubng nép capd cia chiée Prius ciing véi nhitng Am thanh BUP-BUP-RM di kém

Chao, sép, mdt giong ndi vang lén trong dau toi. Xe dep day!

Con pegasus tn Blackjack nay la mbt nguoi ban than cua t61. Vi thé t6i c6 khong tirc giAn véi nhitng c4i hd mé no tao ra trén mui xe, nhung t6i khong
nghi Paul Blofis s& that sy hai long vé dicu do.

“Blackjack,” toi tho dai. “Cau dang lam...”

Thé 16i t6i nhin thiy ngudi dang cudi trén kung nd, va t6i biét ngay ciia tdi sdp tré nén réc rdi hon.

“A, Percy.”

Charles Beckendorf, nguoi ding dau nha than Hephaestus, nguoi s& Bm cho cac con quai vat khoc goi me khi gap anh. Anh 4y ]a mot chang nguoi My
goc Phi cao I6n, co bap vi da lam viée trong 1o ren vao moi mia heé. Anh dy on hon ti hai tudi va 1 mot trong nhitng tho rén vi khi gioi nhat cua tra.
Anh ay d2 lam ra nhiing vii khi cuc ky khéo I€o. Thang trude, anh gan mdt qua bom xang trong nha v¢ sinh ctia mdt chiéc xe buyt dang chd theo mot

déng yeu quai & bén kia dat mrdc. Vund da xoa sach toan bo quin doan ctia ké xAu xa hiém doc Kronos ngay khi nit yéu quai minh ngudi canh chim
dau tién nhan it xa ho xi.



Hom nay, anh Beckendorf méic d6 cho cudc chién. Anh &y mang gidp dong che ngurc, dau doi mil sit, quan rin ri den. Ngoai kiém dai bén swon, anh
khoéac trén vai mot tii thudc no.

“Pa dén lic sao anh?”’ t6i hoi.
Anh 4y nghiém trang git dau.

C hong t6i nhur bi nghen lai. Toi biét diéu nay dang dén. Ching t6i d4 1én ké hoach d6i phé tir nhiéu tuan trude, nhung t6i van ban hy vong ring nd s&
khong bao gio xay ra.

Rachel ngude nhin anh Beckendorf. “Chao anh.”
“0, chao em Anh I Beckendorf. Em hin 1 Rachel. Percy ké vé emsubt... irm, y anh 1 cau 4y c6 dé cap dén tén em”

Rachel nhiréng may. “Thét sao? Tét qua.” C6 4y liéc nhin con Blackjack dang gb mong 16p cop 1én néip capd cia chiéc Prius. “Vay em dodn, gid bon
anh s€ phai di curu the gioi.”

“Chinh xac,” anh Beckendorfdong y.

T6i budn bi quay sang Rachel. “Phién cau nhén me t6...”

“Yén tim di, t6 s& nhén. Chic me ciu quen roi. VA t6 s& giai thich chuyén c4i mui xe v6i chii Paul.”

Toi gat dau thay cho 101 cam on. Toi doan déy ¢6 thé i 1an cudi cing durong Paul cho i muron xe.

“Chuic may nin.” Rachel bt ngd hon t6i trurde khi t6i kip 6 bt ctr phan tmg ndo. “Gid thi di di, 4 thin. Hay giét mot vai tén quai vat cho o nhé.”
Hinh anh cudi cing t6i nhin thiy 1 Rachel ngdi mdt minh trong chjéc Prius, khoanh tay lai va ngudc nhin Blackjack bay luon vong Ién mdi lic modt cao
hon, dua t6i va anh Beckendorf bay 1én troi. Toi ti hoi khong biet Rachel dinh ndi véi t6i chuyén gi, va liéu toi ¢d con song dudu dé kham pha ra dieu dé
hay khong,

“Vay,” anh Beckendorf ni. “Anh doan 1 em khong muén anh nhic dén canh thi vi vira rdi voi Annabeth.”

“Oi, thanh than oi,” t6i lu bau. “Anh khong dwoc nghil ¢én diéu d6.”

Anh Beckendorf tic ludi, va ciing nhau ching t6i bay liéng phia trén mit bién Pai Ty Duong.

Ching t6i tim durgc myc tiéu khi troi vira sam toi. Con tau Cong chiia Andromeda séng ree & chan troi — mot chiéc du thuyén khong !6 duoc thip sang
bang cac bong dén mau vang va trang. Nhin tir xa, ban s€ nghi n6 chi la mot con tau danh cho céc bubi tiéc ting, chir khong phai la tong hanh dinh cua
chiia ¢ than khong 16 Titan. Khi ban dén gan, ban c6 thé s& chiy dén mt dau nguoi khong 16 — mdt thiu nir voi méi toc den trong bo chiton Hy Lap,
nguoi quan day xieng xich, voi vé mit day khiep so, nhu theé ¢6 ay cd thé nglri dugc mii hoi thoi ciia tat ca i quai vat ma c6 ay bi bude phai chd.

Nhin thay chiéc thuyén mot lin nita khién rudt gan t6i rdi boi. Toi xém chét hai lan trén con tau Cong chila Andromeda d6. Gios thi nd dang thing tién dén
New York.

“Em biét phai lim gi r6i chr?”” anh Beckendorf ndi 4t tiéng gio.

Toi gat dau. Hoi & New Jersey, hai anh em da dién tap nhiéu ln, str dung nhig con tiu bé hoang lam muc tiéu ciia ching toi. Toi biét ching t6i c6 thoi
gian han hep dén nhu the nao. Nhung t6i ciing biet day Ia co hdi tot nhat cta ching t61 dé két thic cudc xam lrge ctia Kronos trude khi né xdy ra.

“Blackjack,” t0i n6i, “cho bon t¢ xudng dudi tau & tang thap nhét.”
Hiéu rdi, sép, n6 noi. Oi trdi, t6i ghét khi nhin thiy con tau d6.

Ba nam trude, Blackjack timg bi bétq lamn6 ¢ trén con tau Cong chia Andromeda cho dén khi nd thodt dugc voi mdt sur giip d& nho tir nhitng nguoi
ban ctia t6i va to1. Toi doan nd tha dé bom duoc that no nhu My Little Pony hon la quay trd lai tau mdt lan nita.

“Dung doi bon tg,”

Nhung, sép...

“Hay tin t6,” t6i noi. “Bon td s& tu tim cach thoat dugc.”

Blackjack gip canh lai va phong thing vé phja con tau nhu mdt sao chdi den. Gi6 it bén tai to1. Toi nhin thiy cac con quai vat dang di tudn trén phin
boong tau trude — quai vat dau nguoi minh rén dracaenae, chd ngao dia nguc, nhirng ngwdi khong 16, va quai vat-cho bien c6 hinh dang con ngudi la

telkhines — nhung do chung toidi chuyen qua nhanh nén khong ai trong s ching kén tiéng béo dong, Ching t6i lao xudng phan dudi tau va Blackjack xai
canh ra, nhe nhang dp xudng tang thip nhit & phia dudi tau. Toi leo khoi ngurdi n, cam thiy nén nao ca ngudi.



Chiic may mén, sép, Blackjack bao. Pimg dé chiing bién sép thanh thit ngya nhé!

Dt 104, ngurdi ban thin cua t6i lao viit Ién, bién mit vao bong dém Toi iy cay bit trong tlii ra, mo nép, va thanh Thity Triéu bién thanh hinh déng thye —
1udi kiém bing ddng celestial dai gin mot mét gy chét ngudi phat sang trong bong thi.

Anh Beckendorf iy mdt miu gidy ra khoi téi. Toi nghiino B mdt céi ban d6 hay céi gi do. RO t6i nhan ra d6 B mdt birc anh. Anh 4y liéc nhin n6 trong
anh sang 1 mo — khudn mét dang mim cuoi cta Silena Beauregard, con gai it than Aphrodite. Ho bét dau chinh thirc quen nhau vao mia hé namngoai,
sau cdu noi ma toan bo ching t61 da ndi trong nhiéu nam, “Po ngdc, hai nguroi thich lan nhau ma!” Ngay ca voi nhiing nhiém vy nguy hiém, anh
Beckendorf hanh phiic hon bao gio hét trong miia hé nay.

“Ching ta s€ 1am duoc va quay trd lai,” toi hira.

Trong mit gidy toi nhin thdy s lo 4u thoang hién trong niit anh. Nhung rdi anh lai né nu cui tw tin quen thudc.

“Chéc chin rdi,” anh 4y n6i. “Hay im cho Kronos bién thanh hang triéu ménh nhé nhur cii ndo.”

Anh Benkendorf dan duong, Ching t6i di doc theo mdt hanh lang hep dén cau thang ndi b, giong nhur cac ln dién tap trude day, nhung ching t0i cimg
ngui lai khi nghe nhitng tiéng dong tir phia trén dau.

“Tao dén mili may ndi gil”” giong n6i cau nhiu clia mdt con quai VAt nira ngudi, nira chd — mot con telkhine. “Lan cubi my ngiri thdy mili cia 4 than, hoa
ra lai 1a mdt miéng sandwich thit bam!”

“Sandwich thit bam rét ngon!” giong thir hai vin lai. “Nhung lin nay dtng 1 mii 4 than, tao thé d4y. Chiing dang & trén thuyén!”
“Cha, nfio iy khong & trén thuyén thi c6!”

Miic ching tiép tuc ddi co, anh Beckendorf chi xudng tang dudi. Ching ti giing di xubng thét nhe nhang, Cach hai ting lu bén dudi, tiéng bon telkhine
nho dan di.

Cudi cing, ching t6i dén truée mot canh cira sit. Anh Beckendorf mép méay mdi, Phong mdy.

Ctra khoa, nhung anh Beckendorf da By mot vai cai kim cét xich trong tii ra va cét doi then cai nhur thé n6 dwoc lm bing bo.

Bén trong, mdt daiy tudc bin vang c¢6 kich thude ctia nhitng thap chira thoc quay déu déu va kéu rén. Mot loat ap ké va man hinh vi tinh gan thanh hang &
bure tuong ddi dién. Mot tén telkhine gap cong ngudi phia trén bang diéu khién, nhung n6 qua tap trung vio cong viée nén ching chil ¥ gi dén ching toi.
Tén nay cao mit meét rudi, voi Iop 1ong hai cau den bong murot va hai ban chan mip map bé ti. N6 co dAu ctia mot con Doberman, nhung hai ban tay c6
mong vudt lai gan gidng ban tay nguoi. N6 vira cau nhau va im bam vira g6 gd trén ban phim. C6 thé né dang chat chit v6i ban bé trén trang
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Téi budc 1én phia trurde va n6 tré nén bon chdn lo king, chéc do nd danh hoi duoc diéu gi d6 khong dn. N6 nhay qua mot bén \{é phia nit chuéng bao
dong mau do6 nhung t6i da kip can duong. NO rit Ién va x6ng dén tan cong t6i, nhung chi véi mot nhat kiém Thiry Tricu, né d& nd tung thanh dam bui.
“Xong mot tén,” anh Beckendorf n6i. “Con khoang nimngan tén ¢ ngoai kia.” Anh 4y ném sang cho toi mt hii dung chétrléng sén sét mau xanh l4: ra
Hy Lap, mét trong s0 nhitng chat ma thudt nguy hi€ém nhat tran doi. Anh con dua cho t6i mdt cong cu nita cling toi can thiét clia cac anh hing 4 than:
bang keo.

“Déap manh c4i d6 1én mét bang diéu khién,”” anh Ay n6i. “Anh s& lo miy cai tudc bin.”

Hai chiing t6i ai vao viéc ndy. Khong khi trong phong vira nong, vira dm udt, va ching miy chdc ching t6i uét ddm md hoi.

Con tau xinh xich tién t6i. Vén 14 con trai than Poseidon va moi thir khc nita, t6i c6 nhing mbi quan hé cuc ky than thiét voi bién. Dimg hoi toi tai sao,
nhung t6i ¢6 thé n6i rang ching t6i dang ¢ 40,19 d6 Béc, 71,90 d6 Tay, dang di véi toc do 18 hai ly mdt gio. Bicu do c6 nghia la con tau s& cdp cang
New York vao ltic binh minh. Pay s¢€ I3 co hdi duy nhat ctia ching t6i trong viéc ngn n6 lai.

Toi vira moi dan xong hil lira Hy Lap thir hai lén bang didu khiép thi nghe thiy ﬁéng bude chan chay rﬁmrﬁp trén cu thang sit — ¢ qua nhidu sinh vt
dang di xuong cau thang dén noi tieng bude chan ching at ca tiéng ddng co. Do chang phai la mdt dau hiu tot.

T6i nhin anh Beckendorf. “Con lau khong anh?”

“Rét lu.” Anh g b kén mat dong ho deo tay kiém dung cu kich hoat bom tir xa. “Anh s& phéi quan ddy cho méy thu va mdi kira cho ddy chdy. Toi thicu
mat mudi phit.”

Phan doan tir tiéng bude chin, ching toi con khong qua muroi gidy.
“Em & danh lac hudng ching,” t6i n6i. “Gap anh ¢ chd hen.”

“Percy...”



“Chiic em may min di.”

Anh 4y trong nhu thé mudn tranh cai viy. Toan bo ké hoach 1 hai dira vao va ra ém tham, khong bi phat hién. Nhung gi¢r ching toi s& phai (g bién
Vay.

“Chiic em may niin,” anh 4y noi
Toi lao ngay ra cira.
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Sau tén telkhines dang ram rap lao xudng cau thang. Toi cét ngang ching voi thanh Thity Triéu nhanh hon trude khi ching kip hét lén. Toi tiép tuc leo Ién
trén — bang ngang qua mot con telkhine khac khién n6 giat minh, danh roi hop com trua hiéu Li’ Demons. Toi dé cho n6 song, phin vi hop com ctia nd
kha dep, phin vi biét n6 s& danh dong cho dong bon va hy vong nhiing ngudi ban s& theo t6i con hon dé ching tién thing vao phong miy.

Téi lao thang qua canh ctra dan 1én boong tau s6 séu v tiép tuc chay. T6i chéc 1 hanh lang duoc trai tham da timg rat sang trong, nhung sau hon ba
ndmqua, voi s chiém dong cua 1l quai vat, cac birc tuong, tham va cac canh cira ctia boong tau déu bi mong vudt cao x¢ va day chat nhon nh thé ban
dang 6 trong ¢6 hong mdt con rong (va ding vay, khong may la t6i ndi ra diu d6 1a nho vao trai nghiém ctia minh).

Quay trd lai chuyén ghé thim dau tién ciia t6i trén con tau Cong chila Andromeda, ké thil cii ctia t6i, Luke da gitr mdt vai du khach bi bo buia mé trén
boong dé gii tri, bj bao phu trong Man Swong Mi khién ho khdng nhén ra minh dang & trén mt con tau lic nhic quéi vat. Gior toi khong thiy bong
déng ctia mdt ngudi du khach nao. Toi ghét khi nghi dén nhitng gi da xay ra véi ho, nhung toi hdu nhur nghi ngd chuyén ho dugc phép vé nha véi cac
phin thudng cé dugc trong trod bingo.

Khi t6i di dén noi di dao, mot khu phd budn ban 16n choan gan hét khu vire giita boong tau. Gitta san trong ki mdt dai phun mrde. Ngbi xém trong d6 1a
mot con cua khong 10.

Toi khong noi dén “khdng 16 nhur khi @& cap dén con Cua Vua Alaska(1) gid 7.99 d6. Toi dang n6i “khong 16 vi n6 con to hon ca dai phun nudc.
Murdi céi chén nd hon ba mét tinh tir mét mrde. Maind ¢6 nhitng vét 16m dém mau xanh duong va xanh 14 cy. Hai cang n6 con dai hon ca ngudi toi.

Néu ban da timg nhin thiy mi¢ng mdt con cua, dAy bot va to béo véi nhing chiéc 1ong dai & hai bén miéng va nhiing chiéc ham cén chét ngudi, ban co
thé turong turong no trong chiing chiit ndo tdt dep hon khi phéng to 1én véi kich thude bang quang cao. D61 mét den tron va sang ctia nd liéc nhin t6i, va
61 c6 thé thiy sur thong minh trong d6 — va ca sur cim ghét nita. Syr thét ti B con trai thin bién s& chéing gitp 6 ghi thém diém ndo véi Ngai Cua khdng
16.

“Ppppppphiil,” n6 rit Ién, bot bién nhéu ra tir miéng nd. Mii tanh ndng phét ra ¢6 thé sanh véi mot thing réc diy ca won dat dudi ndng sudt ca tuan.
Tiéng chubng bdo dong reo vang. Ching méy chdc t6i s& ¢6 rat nhidu ban dong hanh va t6i phai tiép tuc di chuyén.

“Nay, anh cua.” Toi di chuyén tirmg phan mdt quanh ria san trong. “T6i chi di vong quanh may dé chay tron thdi vay nén...”

Con cua di chuyén voi tdc d6 nhanh dén khong ngd. N6 roi dai phun nurde va tién thing dén chd 6i, hai cang khua loan xa. Toi vt lao bién vao cira
hang luvu niém, dam sam vao mdt gia 4o phong, Mot céi cang cua dap manh vao cac vach kinh ctia ctra hang khién n6 vd tan ra thanh ttrng manh va nhin
khép can phong. T6i lao nhanh ra khoi d6, théd mdt cach niing nhoc, nhung Ngai Cua quay lai va dudi theo ti.

“O d6!” mot giong ndi vang Ién tir ban cong trén dau t6i. “Ké xam nhap!”

Néu t6i mudn tao ra sy xao ling, thi t6i da thanh cong, nhung day khong phai 1 noi ti mudn danh nhau. Néu t6i bi bao vay & giita con thuyén, t6i s&
moi ngon cho Ngai Cua.

Con giédp xac quy quai do bt ngd tAn cong toi. Toi ding thanh Thity Triéu chém nd, lim bay mét dAu miii cang ctia nd. N6 rit 1én, nhéu bot, nhing nd
khong dau nhi¢u nhr t6i ky vong,

Toi ¢ nhé vé bét cir didu gi tir nhitng cAu chuyén 6 ¢6 thé gitp tdi tiéu diét con vét ndy. Annabeth da ké cho t0i vé con quéi vét cua — diéu gi d6 giong
nhur 3 Hercules da giamno dudi chan minh? Nhung dicu d6 khong thé thire hién dugce. Con cua ndy con to hon nhiéu so véi doi Reebok cua toi.

ROi m)t y tuomg ky la chot ndy ra trong déu toi. Gidng sinh vira rdi, me con toi dua duong Paul dén ciin choi b cii ctia ching tdi & Montauk, noi ching
61 lu6n dén moi khi ¢6 dip. Duong Paul dura t6i di bat cua, va khi 6ng kéo 1én mot ludi day cua 1a cua, ong da chi cho toi nhuge diém cua nhiing con
cua nam & dau, d6 1a mot khe nirt nhd ngay chinh gitra nhitng céi bung xau xi ctia ching,

Vin d& duy nhét i dén duoc chd chiée bung xdu xi do.

Toi liéc vé phia dai phun nurée, lai nhin nén nha It ¢4 hoa cuong tron truot vi nurde dai cua vung vit khéip noi. Toi dua tay ra, tip trung vao nurde, va dai

phun nurée nd tung. Nude phun khiip noi, cao bang tda nha ba ting, idi nurée Ién cac ban cong, thang méy va clra s0 bay hing ctia cac cira hiéu. Con
cua ching thém quan tim N6 yéu nude. N tién vé phia t6i, hai cai cang kéu tach tach va rit 1én, t6i chay théng vé phia né, hét vang, “AHHHHHHH

Ngay tru6e khi ching t6i va vao nhau, toi chudi nguoi xuong trén mit san theo tu thé ciia van dong vién bong chay va truot dai trén san nha Iat da hoa
cuong am w6t thing tién dén phia dudi bung con cua. Toi gidng nhur dang trurt bén dudi mt chiée xe duoc trang bi vii khi nang bay tn. TAt ca nhing



g con cua khong 10 d6 can lam 1a ngdi xubng va nghién nét t6i, nhung trude khind c6 thé nhin ra viée gi dang xay ra, t6i da dam manh it dén cén thanh
Thiy Trieu vao vet nit ¢ 1op yém cua nd, va day chinh minh ra phia sau lung no.

Con quéi vAt rung ban bt va rit én Ion tiéng. DO mit ciia n6 1 ra. Mai cia n6 bién thanh mau do tuoi khi co thé bén trong n6 béc hoi. Chiée mai rong
kéu loang xoang khi roi xuong san nha.

T6i tham chi khong co thoi gian ngurdng md hanh dong ctia chinh minh. Téi chay dén cau thang gin nhat, vay quanh t6i la tleng Ia hét kéu goi trét tur va nai

nit vii khi ctia nhitng con quéi vat va céc 4 than. Toi thi tay khong. ThanhThuyTneu, 13 mot thanh kiém c6 phép mau, chang chéng thi chay ciing vé lai
trong i ti, nhung ngay ic ndy, nd con ket dau d6 dudi dong vo cua, va ti thi ching co thoi gian béi niii vo Ay ra tim.

O 16i vao thang may & ting 8, hai con dracaenae truon ngang qua 16i di cta 61, Tir thét heng tr6 Ién, chiing la nhimg ngudi phy nir voi lan da c6 vay mau
xanh Iye, mat mau vang, va chice udi ran. Tir thit ng tré xudng, thay cho cap chan Ia hai phan than ran. Ching cdm theo giédo nhon va lu6i. Tir kinh
nghiém ban than, t6i biet ching ¢6 thé st dung hai mdn ay kha thanh thao.

“Cai giiiiiiii aaaaady?” mdt con noi. “Mot mon qua danh tang cho Kronosss!”

Toi khong cd tm trang choi trd giét réin, nhung trurde mit t0i | mdt cai gia chita md hinh ctia con tau, nhr mdt bién bao BAN PANG O BY. Toi git
mo hinh ra khoi bé va némmanh né vao thing con dracaenae dau tién. Con tau dap manh gitra mit va mu ta ngl xuong cung voi con tau. Toi nhay qua
ngudi nu ta, tim lay cdy gido cua tén con lai va hat vang muy ta ra xa. Mu ta ddm sam vao thang may con t6i tiép tuc chay vé phia trurde mil tau.

“Chan no lai!” mu ta hét én.

Pém ché ngao dia nguc stia vang, Mot miii tén khong hiéu tir dau bay surot qua mt t6i va cam phap vao tim va turdng bang g gu canh cau thang bo.

T6i khong quan tim dén diéu d6 — mién I t6i c6 thé m cho 1l quéi vt tranh xa khoi phong méy va gitip cho anh Beckendorf c6 thém nhiéu thoi gian
hon.

Khi t0i chay lén cAu thang t6i, mdt cdu nhoc tin cong xudng vé phia toi. Trong n nhur thé vira mdi nga ddy. BO giép chi duoc méic mdt nira. Cau nhoc
rat kiémra va hét lon, “Vichia }é K;onos!” nhu"ng giong n6i ctia cdu nhoc hién hién rd sy s sét hon 1a de doa. Cau nhoc ndy chirng nmuroi hai tuoi 1
cung — cung d6 tudi voi toi khi lan dau tién t6i dén Trai Con Lai.

Y nghii d6 khién t6i budn phién. Pira tré nay d b tdy néio — duge dio tao dé ghét céc vi thin va chi trich vi trong ngudi nd ¢6 mot nira dong méu ciia
céc than trén dinh Olympus. Kronos dang loi dung nd, con né lai coi t6i nhur ké thu.

Khong doi ndo t6i s& lam ton thurong n6. Toi ciing ching can vil khi trong Jan nay. Toi budc vao trong pham vi tAn cong va toém By c6 tay n6, ddy manh
16 vao tuong, Kiém ctia cau nhoc kéu loang xoang khi cham xudng san tau.

R&i t6i da am mdt viee ngoai du tinh. D6 chic chén 1 mdt didu thit ngu ngde. N6 ¢6 thé gy nguy hai dén nhiém vu ctia ching t6i, nhung t6i khong thé
khong Iam

“Néu nhéc mudn sdng,” t6i bao nd, “héy roi tau ngay. No6i v6i cac 4 thin khac nhur thé.” R t6i ddy né xudng cau thang khién né ngi 16n nhio xudng
tang bén dudi

Téi tiép tuc leo 1én phia trén.

Nhirng ky trc budn: Hanh lang nay chay ngang qua mdt quan an ti phuc vu. Ba ném tru6c, Annabeth, ngudi em cing cha khac me Tyson cua t0i va toi
da Ién qua day trong chuyén viéng thim dau tién ctia toi & con tau,

T6i vot ra ngoai khu virc boong chinh. Phia trén man bén trai mii tau, bau trdi dang dan t5i sim lai, chuyén tir mau do tia sang mau den. Mot bé boi phét
sang 0 gita hai toa thap duoc xay bang kinh voi thém nhicu ban cong va cac nha hang. Toan by phan trén con tau duong nhu hoang vang mot cach ky
quai.

Tét ca nhitng gi toi phai lam fa di qua phia man tau bén kia. RO 161 ¢6 thé di xudng cau thang bo dan dén san danh cho mdy bay lén thang — diém hen
trong trrdng hop khén cip ctia ching t6i. Néu may Imn, anh Beckendorf's€ gip t6i ¢ d6. Chiing t0i s& nhay xuong bién. Quyén néing voi nurde ciia toi s&
bao vé duoc ca hai chiing t6i, va ching t6i dyr tinh cho nd s6 thude nd trén thuyén khi da & cach con tau mot phan tu dam

Méi di dugc nira dudng, mot giong n6i cat 1én khién nguoi toi dong cimg lai. “May dén tré, Percy.”

Luke dimg ¢ ban cong ngay phia trén dau t6i, mdt nu cuoi xudt hién trén khuon mit seo cia hén. Han miic quan jeans, a0 phong tréng, di dép tong, nhu
the han Ia mdt anh chang & d6 tudi dai hoc binh thuong vay, nhung d6i mét han néi én sy that. Chung hoan toan c6 mau vang,

“Bon ta cho may ; sudt miy ngaty nay.” Lic dau hin trong that binh thuong, nhu Luke. Nhung 10 khuon it hén co rim lai. R6i Luke ring minh nhu thé
hén ta vira moi udng cai gi d6 that sy kinh tom vay. Giong hén trd nén ning ne hon, co xua va uy quyen hon — giong ndi ctia Kronos, chiia té ctia céc
than khong 16 Titan. Nhitng tir héin n6i ra nhu mot miii dao nhon xody vao sdng lung ti. “Dén, ctii dau trude ta.”

‘Um, chuyén d6 sé xdy ra,” toi Am bAm.

Nhirng tén khong 16 Laistrygonian kéo dén bao kin phan bén kia ctia hd boi nhur thé ching dang chér doi am higu. Mdi tén cao khoang hai mét rudi voi



hai cénh tay xam trd, 4o giap da va  nhirng chiéc dui c6 dinh & dau. Nhém 1cung thi d thén ciing 16 dién trén mai che trén du Luke. Tir ban cong ddi dién,
hai con chd ngao dia nguc nhay xuong gam gir nhin t0i. Chi trong chop mit, t0i da bi bao vy tir phia. Mot cai bay: Ching ching thé ndo tién vao céc vi
tri nhanh dén vAy trir phi chiing biét duoc t6i dang dén chd nay.

Toi ngude nhin Luke va sur gidn dir dang trao Ién trong toi. Toi khong biét liu sy tinh tao cta Luke van con séng bén trong co thé d6. C6 thé, cach
giong hén ta thay doi... hodc ¢6 1€ Kronos dang thich img voi co thé mo6i ctia hén ta. Toi phai tyr nhic minh didu d6 khong quan trong. Trude khi Kronos
nhap vao hin, Luke d3 x4u xa va doc 4c sin roi.

C6 tiéng n6i vang vang trong dau ti: Cudi ciing ciing phai dau voi héin. Sao khong diét hin ngay bay gio?

Theo 161 tién tri quan trong kia, t6i dugc cho Ia phai dua wa chon co thé, ctru hay hity diét thé gioi khi t6i tron muroi sau tudi. Ngdy dinh ménh d6 chicon
cach thoi diém hién nay chi ﬂbéy'ngz‘ly. Saq khong phai Ia bay gio nhi? Néu toi thuc su ¢ strc manh do, thi thuc 'hiéq vi€e d6 som trude mdt tuan mang lai
khac biét gi‘chl'r? Toico tl}é cham dut moi de doa nay ngay tai ddy véi viéc ha do van Kronos. Nay, t6i da chién dau véi hang loat quai vat va tham chi
ca cac vi than trudc day roi co ma.

Nhur thé doc dugc cac suy nghi ctia toi, Luke mim cuoi. Khong, hén ta gio [ Kronos. T6i phai nhé ki diéu d6.

“Tién Ién phia trude,” hidn ta néi, “néu may dam.”

Pém dong quéi vt 1& ra. Toi di én céc bac thang, trai tim toi dap thinh thich. Toi chéc s& c6 ai d6 dam sau g t6i, nhung thay vi thé ching dé t6i di
qua. Do tim trong tii quan, 61 thay cay but dang nam trong d6. T6i md nap va thanh Thity Tricu viron dai vé dung hinh dang ctia n6.

Vi khi ciing ty hién kn trong tay Kronos: udi hai dai mjt mét tam, mot nira bang dong celestial, nira kia la thép cta nguoi pham Chi can nhin thiy n6
ciing dt cho dAu gdi toi bién thanh thach Jell-O. Nhung trurde khi t6i c6 thé ddi y, toi tin cong hén ta.

Thoi gian chdm dan lai. Y t6i chdm dan lai theo diing nghia den, vi Kronos ¢6 duoc sirc manh d6. Toi cam gidc nhu minh dang di chuyén xuyén qua mot
16p syrup. Hai canh tay nang chich tuong chirg khong nng n6i thanh kiém Kronos cuoi nham hiém, vung ludi hai voi tdc do binh thudng chd t6i timg

budc tién vao chd chét.

Tdi cb chong lai ma thudt ctia han. Toi tAp trung vao bién quanh ti — ngudn stre manh ctia t6i. DU da tré nén gidi hon voi viée dicu khién dong nude
trong nhiu ndm qua, nhung gid ching ¢ dieu gi xay ra.

T6i tién thém mdt bude chdm chap vé phia true. Bon khdng 16 ché gidu. Pam dracaenae cudi rit Ién.

Nay, dai dwong, t6i ndi xin. Bt cir ngay nao ké tir gir déu dang mong doi.

Dot nhién, rudt t0i nhoi dau. Toan bo con tau trong tranh hai bén, khién dam quéi vt ngl x6 vao nhau. Bon ngan gallon nude bién min trdo ra khoi bé
boi x6i Ién t6i, Kronos va moi ngudi trén boong tau. Nude Iam t6i hoi sinh, pha v buia chi thoi gian, va t6i lao 1én tan cong bat thinh linh.

Toi tAn cong Kronos nhung t6i van qua chim Toida méc sai im khi nhin vao nit ctia héin ta — it ctia Luke, mdt ngudi trude day timg 1 ban toi,
Cang ghét han ta bao nhiéu, t6i cang khé giét han bay nhiéu.

Kronos thi ching ¢6 su ludng Iy ndo. Ludi hai trén tay héin chém xa xudng, T6i nhay I lai va ludi ctia c4i ludi hai ma quy d6 chi cach t6i c6 mot phan,
rach mit vét dai va sau trén san tau ngay gitra chan toi.

T6i d4 manh vao ngire Kronos. Tuy c6 loang choang I lai, nhung hén néing hon Luke nhidu. D4 hén ching khdc ndo da mdt cai ti lanh.

Kronos lai vung hrdi héi. Toi chin dtmg né véi thanh Thity Triéu, nhung ct tAn cong qué manh khién ludi kiém ciia t6i chi ¢6 thé m chéch di hudng ciia
1n6. Khia sic ctia ludi hai xén sach tay 40 somi cuia t0i, suot qua canh tay. N6 khong hén 13 mot vét cit sau, nhung mot bén co thé t6i lai dau nhirc. Toi
nhé dén diéu ma mot con quy bién da néi trude day vé ludi hai ctia Kronos: Cén than, thz'mg ngéc. Chi cAn mit cai chamnhe, ludi dao s& rit linh hon ra
khoi co thé ngwoi. Gioy t6i da hiéu diéu hin ta mudn n6i 1 gi. T6i khong chi mét mau. Toi con cam thiy strc manh, v chi, nhan dang cta toi ciing dang
thoat di.

Lao dao Iui lai phia sau, t6i chuyen kiém sang tay trai, r0i lidu mang| tin cong Dang I8 ludi kiém cua t0i phai dam xuyen ngudi han, nhung né lai chéch
khoi da day Kronos nhur thé t61 dam phéi mdt ting d4 hoa cwrong ran chic. Hin ching thé no sdng s6t sau ct dam do.

Kronos bét cudi ché nhao. “Man biéu dién t& qua ddy, Percy Jackson. Luke néi vdi ta ring miy chura bao gios xtimg dang 1 déi thi ctia n6 khi déu
kiém”

Tam ¥t ctia t6i mo dan. T6i biét minh khong con nhidu thoi gian. “Luke c6 mot cai dau I6n,” t6i n6i. “Nhung it nhdt d6 1 dau cta anh ta.”

“Thét tiéc khi phai giét may by gio;,” Kronos tramngam, “true khi ké hoach cudi ciing durge dé 19. Ta thich nhin théty ndi so' i trong it maty khi may
biet dugce cach ta s& hiy diét dinh Otympus.”

“Nguoi s& khong bao gior dua con tau ndy dén duoc Manhattananh tay t6i dang run rdy. Nhirg vét den nhay mia trong niit toi.

‘Um, sao lai thé?” Doi mit vang ctia Kronos ]ép lanh. Mt hin — it Luke — trong nhlI’ mdt chiée miit na, quai di va duoc thz'ip sang 1én ¢ mit sau boi
mot strc manh ma quy nao d6. “Co I& may dang hy vong anh ban ctia may véi cac vu nd sao?”



Hin ta nhin xudng hd boi va quét Ion, “Nakamura!”

Mot g thiéu nién trong b 4o giap Hy Lap ¢b lich ngudi qua dam dong, Mt trai cu ta deo bang bit mét den. Tét nhién t6i biét cau ta: Ethan
Nakamura, con trai nit thin Nemesis. Toi dd ctru mang cdu ta trong Mé Cung hé 1di, cau nhoc lho toét d6 da gitp Kronos hdi sinh.

“Thanh cong, thira ngai.”” Ethan n6i. “Ching ta tém dwoc héin theo nhur nhimg gi ching ta da duoc béo.”

CAu ta 0 tay va hai tén khong 16 i ach tién v& phia trude, kéo theo Charles Beckendorf & giita ching, Trdi tim ti nhu nglmg dap. Mot bén miit anh dy
sung vii, it va hai canh tay day vét chém. Ao gidp ctia anh ay da bién mat, con 4o so mi thi gan nhu bi xé nat.

“Khong!” Toi hét én.

Anh Beckendorf don anh mﬁt to1. Anh 4y liéc )qléng tay nhur thé anh Ay dang cé n6i v6i t6i didu gi 6. Pong hd deo tay ctia anh dy. Ching chura thao 1o,
va d6 12 kip nd. Liéu thude nd van con d6? Chic chéin bon ching di thao d& hét ching ngay lap tirc.

“Chung t6i da tim thay duoc hin ta ¢ giira tau,” mt trong hai tén khong 16 néi, “dang ¢b Ién vio phong méy. Ching t6i ¢6 thé an héin luon khong?”
“S& nhanh thoi.” Kronos quic mt nhin Ethan. “Ngwoi c6 chéc hin da khong cai thudc nd khong?”

“Hén dang di vé phia phong méy, thura ngai.”

“Sao iy bict dicu d6?”

“O...” Ethan bi rdi chuyén chan. “Hén dang huéng vé huéng d6. Va héin da n6i voi ching toi nhur thé. Tii ctia hén ta van con ddy thude nd.”

T6i dan hiéu ra. Beckendorf da lira ching, Khi anh nhfin ra minh s bi bat, anh imra vé nhur dang di vé huéng nguoc lai. Anh da Am ching tin rang anh
chua dén dugc phong miy. Lira Hy Lap van & nguyén chd cii. Nhung diéu do ciing khong mang lai didu t6t cho chiing 6 trir phi ching t6i c6 thé ra
khoi tau va kich nd ching,

Kronos ludng lu.

Hay tin di, t6i thAm cau nguyén. Cénh tay dau nhirc dén ndi t6i chi muén khuyu xudng

“M& thi n6 ra,” Kronos ra Iénh.

Mét gi khong 16 giat tii thude nd xudng khoi vai anh Beckendorf. Hin ta nhin vao céi tii, gam gir va dbc nguoc no lai. Lii quai vit hoang hon dat ra sau.
Néu qua thyc cai tii dung day cac binh lira Hy Lap, tt ca s& chét banh x4c. Nhung nhitng thir roi ra lai i muroi hai lon mude dao ép.

Toi ¢6 thé nghe tiéng Kronos th, ¢b kiém soat con giin.

“Liéu may co,” hén ta n6i, “bit dugc tén 4 thin nay gﬁn khu bép khong?”

Miat Ethan xam ngoét. “Um...”

“Va libu miy da bao dira ndo d6 thure sy dén KIEM TRA PHONG MAY chira?”
Ethan bo Iui trong su s hai, sau d6 ding ddy va chay thuc mang.

Toi im king nguyén rtia. Gitr chiing t6i chi ¢6 vai phit trrée khi nhitng qué bom s& dugc g hét. Toi nhin anh Beckendorf lin nita va hoi mot cau héi im
lang, hy vong anh ay s& hi¢u: Con bao lau nita?

Anh iy gAp ngdn tay vdingon cai tao thanh hinh tron. KHONG. Chéng ¢6 nit tri hodn ndo trén thiét bi tinh go. Néuanh 4 ay quyét dinh nhén nit ngoi 1,
con thuyen s& nd tung ngay lap tirc. Ching t6i s& khong thé boi dui xa trurde khi str dung né. Lii quai vat s& giét ching t6i chét trude, hoac thao d hét

thude nd di, hodc cé hai.

Kronos quay sang t6i v6i nu curdi nira moi. “May s& phai tha thir cho sur gitip dd kém coi ctia ta, Percy Jackson, nhung didu dé khong quan trong, Gidr
bon ta da tom dugc may. Bon ta biet duoc tin may dén trong nhi€u tuan qua.

Hin dua tay ra va dung dura mot chiée vong tay bang bac nho voi mdt cai bua hinh hrdi hai — biéu tuong ciia chiia té ctia cac than Titan.
Vét thurong trén canh tay dang lam mét dan kha néing suy doan ctia toi, nhung t6i Bu bau, “Thiét b lién lac... gian diép ¢ trai.”

Kronos chic ludi. “May khong thé dua vao ban be. Ching ludn phu long tin ctia may. Luke da hoc duoc bai hoc d6 qua phirong cach kho khan nhét.
Gio thi tha kiém xuong va dau hang ta, néu khong ban may sé chét.”

Toi nubt khan. Mot trong hai gii khong 16 da dat tay quanh ¢d anh Beckendorf. Toi khong du sire dé ciru anh 4y, va ngay ca khi t6i ¢ lam diéu d6, anh
ay s& chét trude khi toi kip dén d6. Ca hai ching t6i s€ cling chét.



Beckendorf mép méy mdi khong thanh tiéng: Chay di!
Toi ke dAu. Toi khong thé dé anh Ay lai

Teén khong 0 thir hai van tiép tuc luc loi cac lon nude déo ép, diéudé c6 nghia i tay tri anh &y dugc ty do. Anh tir tir dua ban tay tréi lén phia c0 tay
phéi cé deo dong ho.

To6i chi mudn gao kén, KHONG!

Bt ngd, mjt con dracaenae ding gan ho boi rit 1én, “Hén ta dang lam giii thé? Cai giii & trén ¢ tay ctia hinnnn kia?”

Anh Beckendorf nhiim mit lai va dua tay anh Ién chiéc dong ho.

Toikhong c6 hra chon ndo. Toi phong thanh kiém ctia minh nhu mot thanh gido vé phia Kronos. N6 hoan toan vo hai, ndy bét ra khoi nguc ciia hin,
nhung viéc d6 khién han giat minh. T6i chen 1an xuyén qua mdt dam dong quai vat va nhay khoi man tau — lao xudng mét nurde cach man tau ba nroi
et & bén dudi.

Toi nghe duoc tiéng dong Am émtrém sdu & trong con tau. Tiéng I quai vat gio thét vé phia t0i tir trén cao. Mot ngon gido suot qua tai toi. MOt mili tén
xuyén qua dui t6i nhung t6i chang co thoi gian d€ nhén ra sy dau don d6. Toi lin sdu xudng bien va bude cac dong nurde mang toi di, di cang xa cang tot
— chin muroi, mdt tram tAm miroi mét

Ngay ci ¢ khoang cach nhu thé, vu nd 1am rung chuyén ca thé gioi. Strc nong ddt chay phia sau dau t6i. Con tau Cong chiia Andromeda bi nd tung ra
hai bén, mot qua cau Itra khong 16 mau xanh luc khuay dong ca bau troi dém toi den, ti€u huy tat ca.

Anh Beckendorf, t6i nghi.
R&i t6i ngét di va chim xudng nhu mdt mili neo vé phia day bién.
Ban dang doc truyén Vi Than Cudi Cimg duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon ¢ Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 2: Toi gap mot vai ngudoi ba con giong ca
Céc gidc mo cia 4 than udn O t6.

Vén dé I ching khong don thuan chi  cac gidc mo. Ching c6 thé I céc canh mdng, céc diém va tat ca cac thir thin bi khac khién dau t0i nhirc nhur
bia bo.

Toi mo minh dang & trong mot Au dai t6i den trén dinh mdt ngon nii. Riii thay, t6i nhn biét nd: Au dai ctia céc thin khong 10 Titan trén dinh ndi Othrys,
hay duoc biét dén voi cai tén nii Tamalpais ¢ bang California. Sanh vao mo rong trong troi dém t6i den, dugc bao quanh bdi cac cot Hy Lap den va

turong cac than Titan. Anh dudce phan chiéu anh sang trén san nha d4 hoa cuwong miu den. Giira cin phong, mdt tén khdng 16 4o giap ddy du ving vy
bén dudi strc ning ctia mit dam méy hinh phéu xody tit — Atlas, dang nghiéng vai chng d& strc niing ctia bau troi.

Hai tén khong 16 khac dimg phia trén bén canh 16 than bang dong, nhin cac hinh anh luét trong cac ngon lira.

“Vund kinh that,” mdt tén néi. Hin ta mic 4o giap den diém céc chimbac, trong nd nhur mdt dém déy sa0. Khudn mit hin ta duge che dibén trong
mot chiec mii sat gan hai strng ctru duc quan tit & moi bén.

“Chuyén d6 ching anh huong gi,”” gi con lai néi. Tén Titan ndy méic 4o choang bang soi vang, v6i doi mit vang nhu mét Kronos. Toan than hén phat
sang, Han ta goi cho t6i nh¢ dén than it trdi Apollo, ngoai trir anh sang cuia t€n Titan ndy choi niit hon, va vé mat han dit ton hon. “Bon than thanh d6
da dap lai 1oi thach thire. Khong con lau nita dau, tat ca ching déu bi tiéu diét.”

Nhitng hinh anh trong ngon lira that kho dé nhan ra: cac con bio, cac tda nha do nat, tiéng la hét ciia con ngudi vi khiép so.

“Ta s& di vé phia dong dé chan chinh cac Iyrc Iwong ctia ching ta,” tén Titan vang néi. “Krios, may & lai ddy va canh gitr niii Othrys.”

Ga simg ctru cau nhau. “Tao luén lim nhiing viée ngd ngAn. Chiia t& phirong Nam. Chia t€ ciia Cac chom sao. Gidy tao phai lam vit em cho Atlas trong
khi nguoi lai c6 duge bao nhiéu tro vui vé nhur the.”

Bén dudi céc dam may van vii, Atlas réng én ddy dau dén. “Tha tao ra, tao nguyén riia cac ngwroi! Tao moi a chién binh vi dai nhét. Haly do h ginh
ning nay dé tao cd thé ra tran!”
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“Immiéng!” gi Titan vang rng lén. “May da ¢ co hoi, Atlas. May di thua. Kronos thich miy & yén & noi may phai &. Con vé phan may, Krios: im
viée ctia may di.”

“Thé néu anh can thém nhiéu chién binh thi sa0?”” Krios hoi. “Tén chéu trai xao tra trong b tuxedo clia chiing ta s& khong dé anh lam gi nhidu trong mjt
tran danh.”

Ga Titan vang cudi kon. “Pimg lo vé nd. Ngoai ra, c4c tén thin d6 kho c6 thé chiu duge théich thirc nhé bé dau tién ctia ching ta. Ching khong biét
duoc ching ta da ¢ bao nhiéu chién binh déu. Hay nho ky 10 tao, trong mot vai ngay nita, dinh Olympus s& tr¢' thanh mot dong d6 nat, va ching ta s&
lai géip nhau ¢ day d€ dn mirng budi dau ctia Ky Nguyén Thir Sau!”

G Titan vang bién thanh cAc ngon lira va bién mt.

“0, chic rdi,” Krios cau nhau. “Hén ta duoc bién thanh cac ngon lra. Con ta phai doi chiéc stmg ciru durc ngu ngbe ndy.”

Khung canh thay d6i. Gio t6i dang dimg bén ngoai sanh, 4n minh dudi bong cac cdy cot Hy Lap. Mot céu bé dimg canh t6i, nghe trdm cac Titan noi
chuyén voi nhau. Cau ta c6 toc den mém nurot, lan da trang xanh, méc quan 4o den— ban t61, Nico di Angelocon trai ctia than Hades.

Céau ta nhin théng vao mat toi, nét mit dit ton. “Anh tlﬁy chua, Percy?” cau bé thi thAm. “Anh khong co nhiéu thoi gian nita 1oL, Anh ¢6 that sur nghi minh
c6 thé danh bai chiing ma khong can dén ke hoach ctia emsao?”

Nhirng i ni ctia cau bé bao trim ca nguoi ti day lanh king nhu day bién, va gidc mo ciia t6i tré nén tbi den.

“Anh Percy?” mdt giong n6i trim 4m vang lén.

Déu t6i ndng nhur thé ai d6 da boc n6 trong gidy nhom rdi nuréng trong 1o viba. Téi md mét va nhin thiy mot bong den hién ra ki I phia trén toi.
“Anh Beckendorf?” ti phap phdng hy vong,

“Khong, 1a em”

T6i diéu chinh mét lai Ian nita. Toi nhin thiy mot Cyclops — mdt khudn mit méo mo6, méi toc ndu rdi b, va con miit ndu Ion ddy lo Eing. “Tyson a?”
Em t6i cudi nhén réing, “Chinh xac! Nao anh hoat dong rdi!”

Toi khong chic im Ca ngudi t01 nhe bdng va lanh ngiit. Giong t6i nghe 12 la. Toi c6 thé nghe durgc nhitng gi Tyson néi, nhung nd gidng nhur 13 t6i dang
nghe cac dao dong bén trong dau t6i, khong phai la cac 4m thanh thong thudng,

Toi ng61 day va mit tAm chin nhe nhur to trdi bong bénh. Téi dang & trén mdt chiée giudng duoc tao ra tir tdo be két mém mai, trong mot can phong c6
van Op tuong bang vo bao ngu. Nhitng vién ngoc trai tda sang c¢6 kich thude clia nhitng qua bong 16 trdi bong bénh quanh tran nha, mang lai anh sang
cho ca can phong. Téi dang & dudi nude.

Gio da 1a con trai ctia than Poseidon va moi thir, toi cam thiy khong c6 gila. Toi co thé tho binh thrdng dudi nude, quan ao 01 ubn kho rdo, trir phi toi
mu6n diéu nguoc lai. Nhung t6i van hoi sde khi mdt con ca nmip dau ba boi qua cira s6 phong ngi, to md nhin t6i, 16i binh than boi ra qua 1i cira s6
déi dien.

“Pay...”

“Cung dién ctia cha,” Tyson noi.

Trong cac dip khac, t6i s& rat vui suong. Toi chua bao gior dén thdm vurong quéc’cﬁa than Poseidon, va tdi da timg mo vé diéu d6 trong nhiéu nam.
Nhung dau ti nhirc nhu bia bo. Ao so'mi cta tdi van con 10m dom voi nhimg vét bong tir vund. Céc vet thuong ¢ tay va chén cuta t0i da lanh lan — chi
can ¢ trong nd, dai duwong cé thé lam dicu d6 cho t61, mang dén cho t6i du thoi gian — nhung t6i van ¢6 cam giac nhu minh wira bi giam dap bdi mot doi
bong da toan nhitng tén Laistrygonian mang giay dinh.

“Bao lau...”

“Bon em tim thiy anh vao dém qua,” Tyson n6i, “dang chim xudng bén du6i.”

“Thé con tau Cong chia Andromeda?”

“Pa nd bum” Tyson xac nhan.

“Anh Beckendorf van con & trén tau. Emc6 tim thdy...”

MEit Tyson t6i sam lai. “Khéng c6 dau hiéu ndo ctia anh y. Em xin 101, anh trai.”

T6i nhin chiim chdm ra in nude xanh d4m bén ngpéi clra 8. Anh Beqkendorf §é vao dai hoc vao mua thu. Anh ?iy co6 mot 96 ban gii, rAt nhiéu ban be,
ca cudc doi twoi dep phia trude ctia anh ay. Anh dy khong thé bien mat. Co the anh ay da thoat ra khoi d6 giong toi. C6 thé anh ay da nhdy qua khoi



man tu... va 1di? Anh dy khong thé song sot sau ¢t roi xudng nude & do cao ba muroi mét nhur t6i. Khoang cach giita anh va khdi thude nd lai qua gn.
Sau trong tAm kham, t6i biét anh 4y da chét. Anh hy sinh chinh minh dé x6a sach con tau Cong chiia Andromeda, v toi da bo roi anh y.

Toi nghii vé gidc mo ctia minh: cac Titan thio luéin v& vund nhur thé n6 chi k chuyén nho, Nico di Angelo cénh béo i réing t0i s& khong dénh bai dugc
Kronos néu khong lam theo k& hoach ctia cau ta — mdt y tudng nguy hiém ma t6i da tranh khong nghi dén trong hon mdt nam qua.

Tiéng nd phia xa Am ca cin phong rung Ién. Anh sang xanh luc 16e 1én & phia ngoai kia, bién c4 dai duong sang bimg nhur giira trua.
“Do 1a gi vay?” Toi hoi.
Tyson. “Cha s& giai thich. Pi no, 6ng dy dang thoi bay bon quai vat.”

Cung dién c6 thé i noi tuyet dep nhét ma t6i timg nhin thiy néu n6 khong dang trong qua trinh bi tan phd. Ching t6i boi v& phia cudi hanh lang dai va
mot mach nuée phun dua thang hai anh em t6i In cao. Khi ching t6i Ién cao phia trén ndc cung dién, t6i nin thd — irm, néu ban ¢6 thé nin tho' & dudi
nuéc.

Cung dién Ion bang mot thanh phd trén dinh Olympus, v6i cac san trong rong, cac khu vuron va cac hang cot. Cac khu vuron duge trang diém VOi cac
cumsan hd va cac cy trong dudi bién sang lap lanh. Hai muroi hay ba muroi ngbi nha dwoc lam tir bao ngu, trang nhung 1p 1oe mau séc cau vong. Cac
loai ca va bach tudc boi ra boi vao tir cac ctra s6. Loi di nho duge xEp day cac hat ngoc trai phat sang nhur anh sang dém Gidng sinh.

O san chinh lp dy binh linh — c4c namngw voi dudi ¢ tir eo trd xubng va co thé con ngudi tir phin eo trd 1én, ngoai trir kin da ¢6 mau xanh duong, 1
diéu trude day toi chura bao gior biét dén. Mot vai nguoi dang chiim séc cho nhing ngudi bi thurong, Mot vai ngudi khac dang mii sic gido, kiém. Mot
namngu boi voi vi qua mit ching toi. Mat anh ta ¢6 mau xanh Iuc nhat, giéng thir ho dit trong céc que phét sang, ring anh ta i ring ca mép. Ho khong
cho ban thay nhirng thir nhu thé trong phim Nang Tién Ca.

O bén ngoai san chinh stmg siing céc cong s 1n — cac thap canh, cac birc trong, va vii khi chéng bao vay — nhung phin 16n nhitng thir d6 d?{u dabi
VO tan ra tirng manh. Nhitng I6p 14 chin khac dang chay sang voi ngon lira mau xanh lyc ma t61 biét rat rd — Ira Hy Lap, n6 thdm chi con ¢6 thé chay
duoc & dudi murde.

Phia bén ngoai cac cong sur, ddy bién trai dai u am. Téi ¢6 the thiy chién sy dang dién ra 4c liét — céc tia ning hrong, tiéng nd, nhitng tia sang loe 1én khi
d6i quan hai bén danh giap 14 ca. Mot nguoi thurdng s& thiy ring n6 qué ti dé nhin dugc. Chét thit, mdt ngudi thuong ¢6 thé bi chét boi p sudt va
déng lanh boi c4i lanh. Ngay ca doi mét nhay nhiét cta toi ciing khong thé nhin thiy chinh xac nhiing i dang xay ra ngoai kia.

Negay ria khu lién hop cung dién, mot thanh dudng voi mai san ho d6 nd tung, khién Ira va voi gach d6 nat trdi chim chdm dén cac khu virdn xa nhét. Tir
phan den t6i phia trén, mdt hinh bong khong 16 xuét hién — mdt con mure dng ¢ kich thirde 16n hon bat cir tda nha choc trdi ndo. Vay quanh nd 1 mot
dammay bui phat sang — chi it t6i d4 nghi n6 Ia bui cho dén khi t6i nhan ra d6 | mjt dam namngu, dang cb tin cong con quai vat. Con murc dng dot
ngdt tAn cong cung dién, dap manh cac xc tu, lim tan ra toan b cac hang binh linh. Thé r6i mdt cung anh | sang xanh duoc phong ra tir mai nha ctia mjt
trong nhitng tda nha cao nhit. Anh sang ban tring con murc dng va con quéi vat tan bién nhur méu thyre phém trong mude.

“Cha,” Tyson ndi, chi vé noi phat ra cot sang vira moi xuét hién,

“Cha da lam diéu d6?” Thét nhién, t6i ngdp tran hy vong. Cha 6i ¢6 sirc manh khong thé tin duge. Ong 1 thin bién co mi. Ong c6 thé déi pho véi dot
tan cong nay, ding khong? Cé the dng s€ de o1 giip mot tay.

“Em c6 tham gia trn danh khong?” Toi hdo hirc hoi Tyson. “Nhur ddp dau véi strc manh Cyclops tuyét voi clia em va nhing thir dai loai nhur thé?”
Tyson xi mt, va ngay Bp tirc t6i biét minh d& hoi sai. “Em chi... toan chuin bi va stra chita vii khi thi,” né lim bam. “Bi thoi. Bi tim cha.”

Toi biét diéu nay nghe ¢6 vé ky la ddi voi nhimng ngudi ¢6 cha me 1 ngudi thuong, nhung t6i chi gip duoc cha minh bon hay ném]én trong doi, va lan
ndo cling khong qua mdt vai phit. Céc vi thin Hy Lap khong chinh xéc ¢6 miit ¢ c4c trdn dau bong rd cua nhiing dira con ho. The nhung, t6i nghi minh
s€ nhan ra than Poseidon khi giap niit.

To6ida sai

Miéi nhé ciia thanh duong B mdt ting mo va rét rong duge dyng Jén nhu mdt trung tim chi huy. Bt tranh khém trén nén nhé thé hién mdt bén do chinh
xac cac vitri cua cung dién va ving bién bao quanh, nhung bire tranh kham do bict chuyén dong. Nhitng phicn da lat nhiéu mau sac dai dién cho cac doi
quan khac nhau va cac quai vt bién di chuyén quanh khi cac canh quan thay ddi vi tri. Céc tda nha bi danh sap ngoai doi thuc ciing bi danh sap ngay
trén burc tranh.

Dang dimg quanh birc tranh kham, yén ling nhin chdm chi chién trén, 1 mdt nhém chién binh ky la, nhung khong ai trong s ho trong giéng cha toi. Toi
dang tim kiem mdt ngudi dan 6ng to 16n véi lan da rdm nang va mot bg rau den, mic mdt chi€c quan sodc ling va 4o somi Hawai

Chaing c6 ai trong giéng nhur thé. Mot nam ngw voi hai chiéc dudi ca thay vi chi o mdt cai. Da anh ta c6 miu xanh luc va 4o gidp duoc namngoc trai.
Mai toc den duoc cot thanh dudi ngua va tréng anh ta kha tré trung — mic dau that khé dé noi diéu d6 voi nhiing nguroi khong phai la con nguoi. Ho c6
thé dwoc mdt hay ba ngan tudi rdi Ay chir. Pimg bén canh anh ta 14 mt nguoi dan ong gia voi bo rau tréng troi ddp don va mot mai toc hoa rdm B0 4o
giap nhu d& 6ng dy xudng. Ong ¢ doi mét méu xanh Iyc va cic vét chan chim, nhung gio ong chéng mim cuoi chit ndo. Tua vao cdy quyen trurong bang
kim loai, dng cham chii nghién ctru ban d6. Bén tay phéi 6ng I mdt phu nir xinh dep méic 4o giap xanh I cdy, mai toc den trdi bong bénh va hai céi stmg



nho ky la nhur hai cang cua. Va con 6 ca mit con ca heo — chi i mdt con ca heo binh thirdng, nhung né ciing dang nhin chiim chii vao ban db.

“Delphin,” ngudi dan ong gia néi. “Hay dua Palaemon va doi quin ca mip ciia ciu ta dén mit tréin phia tdy. Ching ta phai vo hiéu hoa bon thity quéi
ngy.?’

Con ¢4 heo néi bang mdt giong riu rit, nhung t6i ¢6 thé hiéu dwoc né trong dau: Vang, thura de vua! N6 boi viit di.
Toi bang hoang, hét nhin Tyson lai quay sang ngudi dan ong gia.
Khong thé nhur thé duoc, nhung .. “Cha?” t6i hoi.

Neudi dan 6ng gia ngurée nhin lén, t6i nhén ra nhing tia Jip lanh trong d6i mét ctia 6ng, nhung mit éng.... trong éng nhur gia di thém bdn muroi ndm nita
vay.

“Chao con, Percy.”

“Cha... cha, chuyén gi d xay ra voi cha thé?”

Tyson thich cti cho vao t6i. Cau dy dang lic dau quiy quay, t6i chi so dau clia cau Ay s& roi xudng mat, nhung thin Poseidon trong khong hé kho chiu.
“Khong sao du, Tyson,” dng dy noi. “Percy, xin 0 vi dién mao ctia cha. Chién tranh tan pha con ngudi ta thé nay day.”

“Nhung cha 1 vi than bat tr,” t6i nhe nhang néi. “Cha c6 thé & dudi... bat ctr hinh ddng ndo ma cha

“Cha phan 4nh cho trang thi virong qudc ctia cha,” dng ndi. “Va gidr trang thai d6 khé nguy kich. Percy, cha nén giéi thiéu con — cha e 1 con khong kip
gip tro Iy ctia ta, Delphin, vua ctia loai ca heo. Pay la... 0, vo ta, Amphitrite. Day 1a...”

Nguoi phy nit trong b 40 gidp miu xanh Iy nhin t6i lanh king rdi ba ta khoanh tay lai va n6i, “Xin 16, thura ngai. Toi can phéi ra tran.”
Ba ta boi ra ngoai.

Toi cam thiy kha nguong nghiu, nhung t61 doan la minh khong thé trach ba ta duoc. Toi chura bao gior nghi nhiéu vé diéu d6, nhung cha t6i c6 mdt ngudi
vo [ mot nit than bat tir. TAt ca mdi tinh ctia dng voi nguoi thuong, ké ca me t6i... trmy nit thin Amphitrite chiic chin chéng thich chuyén d6 chit nao.

Thin Poseidon lﬁng giong, “(‘I, a... va day 1a con trai ta, Triton. (3, mdt dira con trai khac ctia ta.”

“Con trai va I ngudi thira ké,”” anh chang miu xanh luc stra lai. Céi dudi c4 kép cla anh ta qudy t6i quiy lui. Anh ta cui v6i toi, nhung chang ¢6 chit
than thi€n nao trong anh mit anh ta. “Chao, Perseus Jackson. R6t cudc cling dén gitip stic sao?”’

Anh ta Bmra vé nhu thé t6i dén tré hay lwdi biéng khong bing. Téi chéic chin da d6 miit vao lic d6, néu ban c6 thé do mit bén dudi nude.
“Hay bao t6i can lam nhing gi,” ti noi.

Triton cudi nhur thé do 1 mot oi goiy cuc ky dang yéu vay — nhu thé 6i 1 mot chii chd hoi wui tinh @ stia vi anh ta hay dai khéi thé. Anh ta quay sang
than Poseidon. “Con s& phu trach tién tuyén, cha 4. Pimg lo. Con s& dai théng tro vé.”

Anh ta lich sy git dAu chao Tyson. Sao t6i khong c6 duoc sy ton trong d6? Thé rdi anh ta boi viit vao ln nude.

Thin Poseidon tho dai. Ong dura cdy quyén trurgng ctia minh Ién va n6 bién thanh vii khi quen thudc ctia 6ng — mdt cay dinh ba to Ién. Cac dau nhon clia
nd phat ra anh sang xanh nhat va nudc bién quanh no bi nau chin voi nang lugng,

9 A

“Cha xin 181 v& diéu vira rdi,” 6ng ndi voi toi.

Mot con rén bién khong 16 xuit hién phia trén dAu ching toi va di chuyén theo dudng xodn dc tién xubng méi nha. N6 ¢6 mau cam troi véi cai miéng dy
rang nanh dt dé nuot ca mdt phong thé dyc.

Khong can nhin kn, thén Poseidon chia cAy dinh ba vé phia qudi vét va ha guc n6 voi mot dong niing luong niu xanh. Bim! Con qudi vt bién thinh mot
triéu con ca vang, tat ca déu hot hoang boi ra khoi do.

“Gia dinh ta dang lo ling,” thin Poisedon tiép tuc n6i nhur thé khong c6 chuyén gi vira moi xay ra. “Cudc chién voi Oceanus dang tro nén xdu di.”

Ong chi vao ria ctia birc tranh kham. Véi dau cdy dinh ba, 6ng g5 vao hinh anh ctia mbt nam ngur 16n hon toan bd nhing ngwdi con lai, voi mot cap stmg
bo. Hin ta c6 vé nhur dang cudi trén mdt ¢d xe do tomkéo, va thay cho mot thanh kiém, hén ta lai sir dung mdt con rdn con song,

“Oceanus,” t61 ndi, o d€ nhd vé cai tén d6. “Than Titan cai quan bién?”’

'Ihén Poseidon git dau. “Trong cudc clﬂép dAu tién giita c4c vi thin va cac Titan, hén ta gilr vai tro trung lp. Nhung Kronos da thuyét phuc hén tham
chien. Pay Ia... rm, mdt dau hi€u khong t6t chut ndo. Oceanus s€ khong tham gia trir phi hén ta chic minh c6 thé chon duoc bén gianh chien thang,”



“Hn ta tréng ngu ngde,” 161 n6i, ¢d t6 ra vui vé. “Y con I ai lai chién dAu véi mdt con rén co chir?”
“Cha s& thit nit hén ta,” Tyson n6i dy kién quyét.

Théin Poseidon mim cuoi, nhung ong trong that mét moi. “Ta danh gia cao syr tin tuong cua cac con. Ta voi han dAu gin ca ndm nay roi. Strc ta yéu dan.
Con hin van tim céc d6i quan moi dé tn cong ta — nhitng con quéi vat bién qué cd xwra mé ta da quén mit vé ching”

Toi nghe dugc tiéng nd tir phia xa kia vong lai. Céch d6 chimg nira ddm, mot niii san ho bi nghién nat dudi strc nang cua hai sinh vat khong 1. T6i chi ¢6
thé nhin thiy ky mo hinh dang ching. Mot con la tdmhim Con con lai la mbt nguoi khong 16 ¢6 hinh dang giéng con ngudi va gibng mot Cyclops, nhung
quanh nguoi moc ra vo s6 cac chi. Lic dAu t6i nghi anh ta dang mang tbo bach tude khong 16. Nhung 16 ti nhén ra ching I nhimg canh tay ctia anh ta
— mdt trim canh tay dang quét va tin cong,

“Anh Briares!” t61 kéu 1én.

Toi rat vui khi dugc gip lai anh 4y, nhung anh 4y trong g10ng nhu dang chién du mdt mét mdt con. Anh dy I nguoi cudi cing cuia dong mot tram tay —
anh ho cta nhing nguoi Cyclops. Chiing t6i da ciru anh ay khoi nha ti ctia Kronos vao mia hé ndm ngoai va t6i dugc biét anh Ay dén dé gitip than
Poseidon, nhung t6i d khong nghe duoc tin tirc gi vé anh Ay ké tir ic do.

“CAu ta chién dAu thét cir,” than Poseidon néi. “Gi4 ta ¢6 ca quan doan nhur cu ta, nhung tiéc i cau ta a nguoi con lai duy nhat.”

T6i nhin anh Briares gam Ién gian dit va nhic bong con tom him dang quiy dap va dop bang hai cang ctia né 1én. Anh ném nd 1én nti san ho va con tom
bién mat trong man dém t6i den. Anh Briaries boi dudi theo nd, hang trim cénh tay ctia anh quay tron nhu nhitng chiéc chan vit ctia chiéc xudng may
vay.

“Percy, ching ta ¢6 thé khong c6 nhidu thdi gian,” cha 61 n6i. “Hay ké cho ta vé nhiém vu ctia con. Con da giip Kronos chua?”

Toi ké hét moi viée cho ong. Giong t6i nghen lai khi nhic dén anh Beckendorf. T6i nhin méng méy ménh san phia bén dudi va thiy hang tram nam ngw
bi thurong ndm la liét trén giwong tam. Toi nhin thay hang day cac ngdi md san hd duoc dip voi vang. Toinhdn ra anh Beckendorf khong phai truong hop
thurong vong dAu tién. Anh 4y chi i mot trong sb hang trdm, tham chi hing ngin ngudi da bi chét. Toi chura bao gidr cam thiy tirc gidn va bt Iyc nhur e
nay.

Thén Poseidon vubt chom rdu bac. “Percy ndy, Beckendorf: da lya chon mot cai chét anh himg, Con khong phai chiu bét cir trach nhiém ndo cho didu
d6. Poi quan ctia Kronos ¢6 thé bi x4o tron. Phan Ion trong sb d6 da bi tiéu diét.”

“Nhung bon con da khong giét chét hin, ding khong a?”’

Nhur t6i da n6i, i biét d6 & mdt hy vong ngdy tho. Ching t6i ¢6 thé cho nd tung con tau va phén hity nhing con quéi vét ctia hén, nhung chiia t€ Titan
thi s& chang dé dang gi dé bi tiéu dit.

“Khong,” thdn Poseidon xic nhan. “Nhung cac ¢ da mang dén cho phe ta thém dwoc mdt it thoi gian.”

“C6 céc 4 thin trén con tau do, cha a,” toi ndi, nghi v& dira bé ma t6i nhin thiy & cau thang, Khong hiéu sao t6i da cho phép chinh minh tap trung vao
nhitng con quai vat va Kronos. Toi tw thuy€t phuc chinh minh réng viéc pha hty con tau I hoan toan diing dén vi ching xau xa, chiing dang trén duong
dén tan cong thanh pho ctia toi, va ngoai ra chung khong chét han. Quai vat chi boc hoi va cudi cting lai tai tao lai. Nhung cac 4 than thi..

Than Poseidon dt mot tay Ién vai toi. “Percy &, chi c6 mot vai chién binh 4 thén trén tau do, va tit ca chiing déu Iwa chon chién d4u cho Kronos. Biét
dau mdt vai nguroi chi y dén 101 canh bao ctia con va da tron thoat khoi d6. Néu khong lam the... ching d8 chon con duong ctia ching,”

“Ho da bi tay ndo!” t6i ndi. “Gio ho da chét va Kronos thi van con song, Bieu d6 s& khién con cam thay tot hon sao?”

Toi liée nhin birc tranh kham— cac méanh d kham thude n nhé dang tiéu diét céc con quéi vit bing d4 kham Moi viée dwong nhur qué d€ dang khi
duoc thé hién trén mit birc tranh.

Tyson choang tay 6m toi. Néu ngudi khic b Bmnhu thé, t6i da diy ra ngay, nhung Tyson qué Ion va buéng binh. Cau a 4y cir 6m Iy toi, khong can biét
61 thich hay khong, “Khong phéi I6i ctia anh, anh trai a. Kronos khong nd tt lim. Lan t6i ching ta s& str dung mdt chim bom I6n hon.”

“Percy,” cha t6i noi. “Su hy sinh ctia Beckendorf s& khong vo ich. Cac con da lam phan tan doi quan xam king. New York s€ an toan trong mot thoi
gian, dieu do gitip cac vi than khac trén dinh Olympus ranh tay dé doi phé voi moi de doa 16n hon.”

“Mbi de doa Ion hon?” Toi nghi vé nhimg gi ma ga Titan vang da ndi trong gide mo ciia 01 Bon than thénh d6 da dép ki ki thach thitc. Khong con u
nira dau, tit ca ching déu bj tiéu diét.

Khudn niit cha t6i t6i sim lai. “Con da c6 di budn phién cho mdt ngdy roi. Hay hoi Chiron khi con quay tr lai trai.”
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“Quay trd lai sao? Nhung cha dang gip réc rdi & day. Con mudn duge gip da!

thé, Percy. Viéc ctia con khong phai & day.”



Toi khong thé tin toi dang nghe duoc didu nay. Toi nhin Tyson tim kiém sy hd tro.

Em trai t6i c&n mdi. “Cha oi... anh Percy c6 thé chién d4u véi mot thanh kiém. Anh 4y gioi.”

“Cha biét didu d6,” than Poseidon nhe nhang noi.

“Cha, con c6 thé giip ma,” t6i noi. “Con biét con c6 thé. Cha s& khong cAm cu dugc lau hon nita.”

Tu dang sau phong tuyén ddi phuong, mjt qua cau lira lao vut 1én troi. Toi nghif than Poseidon s& im chéch hudéng né hay Bm diéu gi do, nhung né da
dap xudng goc ngoai ctia vurdn va nd tung, khién cac nam ngu ngil nhdo nhao trong nurde. Thin Poseidon nhéin miit nhur thé 6ng vira moi bi dam véy.

“Quay trd lai trai,” 6ng dy khiing khing. “Va n6i v6i Chiron da dén lic rdi.”
“Pé Am gia?’
“Con phai nghe 10i tién tri. Toan bg 10i tién tri.”

Toi khong can héi dng d6 1 10i tién tri ndo. Toi da nghe ndi vé tir “Loi Dai Tién Tri” trong nhiéu niim, nhung chira bao gitr ¢6 ai noi cho tdi bict toan bd
101 tién tri d6 1a gi. Tat ca nhitng gi to1 biét 1a t61 duoc cho 1a s€ dua ra mot hwa chon s€ quyét dinh s6 phan ctia the gioi — nhung khong voi.

“Thé néu dy I lya chon cta con thi sa0?” t6i ndi. “O lai day chién dau, hay rdi di? The néu con roi di va cha...”

Toi khong thé n6i dén tir chét. Céc vi than durge xem i khong chét, nhung t6i da timg tan mit chimg kién diu do. Ngay cé khi ho khong chét, ho c6 thé
bi bien do6i dén khi gan nhu khdng con gi, bi luu day, bi cam t tan sdu dudi Tartarus hét nhur Kronos Iic trurde.

“Percy, con phai di,” cha t6i khang khang. “Cha khong biét quyét dinh cudi cung cta con 1 g, nhung cude chién ciia con thudc vé phia trén kia. Néu
khong co diéu gi nira, con phai canh bao céc ban con & trai. Kronos biét ké hoach ciia bon con. Nht dinh hin ¢ ndi gian trong trai. Ta vi moi ngudi s&
camcy ¢ day. Ching ta s€ khong hya chon.”

Tyson ndm chit tay ti. “Em s& nhé anh, anh trail”

Nhin hai ching t6i, cha t6i dudng nhur gia thém chuc tudi. “Tyson, con ciing ¢6 viée phai im ma, con trai ta. Ho can con & xuong duc vii khi ddy.”

Moi Tyson cang tré ra thém

“Con s& di,” cau 4y sut sit. Cau Ay 6m t6i chit dn ndi gan nhur im gy nhitng chiéc xwong suon cta t6i. “Percy, can than nhé! Pimg dé fi quai vat giét
chét anh!”

Toi ¢b 16 gat dau mot cach tir tin, nhung viée khong duoc ra trin i qua nhiéu véi mot anh chang to xic. Cau 4y khoc nirc nd va quay dau boi vé hudng
xudng duc vii khi, noi nhitng ngurdi anh em ho ctia cdu ay dang stra gido mac va cac thanh kiém

“Cha nén dé emra trn,” t6i n6i v6i cha. “Em 4y ghét viéc bi dinh chét trong xudng duc vii khi. Cha khong nhan ra u?”

Thén Poseidon lic dau. “Moi viéc dién ra khé nguy hai nén cha m6i phéi dé con dén than vao chon hiém nguy. Tyson con qua non nét. Cha phéi bao vé
emcon.”

“Cha nén tin em ay,” to1 noi. “Purng co bao v¢ emay.”

Doi mit thin Poseidon sang 1én. Toi nghi minh da di qué xa, nhung 10i 6ng Ay nhin xubng birc tranh kham va d6i vai 6ng ching xudng, Trén cac manh da
kham, mdt nam ngw cudi trén ¢d xe tom dang tién dén gan cung dién.

“Oceanus dén,” cha t6i noi. “Ta phéi ra nghinh chién.”

Tir trude dén nay toi chua tumg bi hir doa boi mot vi than ndo trude ddy, nhung t6i khong thé ndo nghii ra dwroc im thé ndo cha i ¢6 thé dbi dau v6i tén
Titan ndy va gianh chién thing,

“Ta s& ¢b cAm cy,” thin Poseidon hira. “Ta s& khong déng lanh dia ciia ta cho ching, Hay néi ta nghe, Percy, con vin con giit mon qua sinh nhat ta ting
con namngoai chir?”

Toi git dau, Ky soi ddy chuyén ciia Trai Con Lai ra. M6i mt mia he ¢ Trai Con Lai, 01 s& c6 mdt hat cudm dé danh dau, nhung ke tir hé nim ngodi,
i ciing xau th vao d6 mdt dong sand dollar. Cha t6i da dua n6 cho t6i vao ngiy t6i tron murdi im tudi. Ong noi toi s& biét khi ndo thi can “tiéu” dong
bac 4y, nhung dén gio t6i vin khong hiéu y ong I gi. Tét ca nhiing gi t6i biét B dong tién y khong str dung dwoc cho bét cir méy ban hang tir dong ndo
trong cang tin truong.

“Pa dén It str dung n6,” 6ng cam doan. “Néu may n¥in, ta s& gip con vao ngay sinh nht con vao tuan t6i, va chiing ta s& c6 mdt budi tiéc sinh nhat
dich thure.”



Ong mim cudi. Trong mit thoang, t6i lai thy thay anh mét anh Ién nét turoi vui xura il ciia ong,

Thé 1di ca dai duong tré nén t8i den phia trude ching t6i, nhur mdt con bao den nhur mire dang don dép kéo dén. Tiéng simnb 15p bdp, didu khong thé
6 dudi nurde. Mot tang bang troi rat to dang tién dén. Toi cam nhan duge mdt lan sdng s hii xuyén qua cac doi quan bén dudi ching toi.

“Ta phai tré v& hinh d4ng thin thanh that sw cta ta,” thin Poseidon néi. “Bi di con... va chiic may min, con trai cla ta.”

Toi mudn dong vién ong, 6m iy dng hay lam diu gi do, nhung toi biét t6t hon hét | t6i nén tranh xa. Khi mot vi thin trg vé hinh déng thyre sy ctia minh,
sttc manh cua hg 16n dén noi bat ¢t ngudi thudng nao nhin vao déu s€ bi phan hiy.

“Tambiét, cha,” t6i kiém ché.

R t0i quay lung di. Toi knh cac dong chdy ctia bién dén dé hd tro t0i. Nudc xody quanh ngudi i va t0i phong kén mit bién véi van toe dii khién mjt
nguoi binh thuong no bop nhu qua bong,

Khi toi nhin lai, tt ca nhitng gi t0i ¢6 thé nhin thiy | nhig tia sang xanh lyc va xanh dwong 1d¢ 1én, khi cha t6i chong lai g khong 16 Titan va bén thin
dai duong bi chia cét bdi cac ddi quan cua ca hai phia.

Ban dang doc truyén Vi Than Cudi Cimg dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 3: Can ke cai chet
Néu ban mudn tr nén ndi tiéng & Trai Con Lai, khong nén quay trd vé tir nhiém vu cling voi nhirg tin xiu.

Tin tifc t0i vé dén trai lan i nhanh chong ngay khi t0i bude Ién tir dai dwong. Bai bien ciia ching t0i nim & Bd Bac clia Long Iskand, va n6 bi im phép
nén phan 16n moi nguroi thurong khdng the nhin thay. Khong mot nguoi thiong ndo xuat hién ¢ bai bién trir khi ho 1a cac 4 than hay cac than hodc Ia
nhiing nguoi dua banh pizza that sy bi lac duong. (Chuyén d6 da xay ra — nhung d6 1a mot cau chuyén khac.)

Dt sao thi, chiéu hom do, nhiém vu canh chimg thudc v& Connor Stoll ctia nha thin Hermes. Khi nhin thdy t6i, ciu ta phén khich dén ndi ngd tir cdy
xuong, Cau ta thoi th va bang 6c xa ctr bao tin cho trai roi chay dén chao don toi.

Kiéu curdi mim rat hém ctia Connor hop véi khiéu hai hirde hom hinh ciia cau ta. CAu ta i mot anh chang kha dé thuong, nhung ban nén ludn giit chit vi
minh khi cdu ta & gin va khong duoc, trong bét cir tmhhuéng ndo, tao co hdi cho ciu ta dén gin kem cao rau trir phi ban mubn tlmtlﬁytulngu clia minh
chira dy n6. Cau ta co mai toc miu ndu quén tit va thap hon mot chiit so voi anh trai Travis ctia minh, d6 ciing 1 cach duy nhét t6i ¢6 thé phan biét
duoc hai ngudi ho. Ca hai déu chiing gidng ké thi cii Luke cta t6i teo ndo, thit kho tin khi ho du i cac cu con trai ctia thin Hermes.

“Percy!” cau ta hét Ion. “Chuyén gi da xay ra thé? Anh Beckendorf dau?”

Khi cdu ta nhin théy V& mit clia tOi, nu cudi trén miit cAu ta dan bién mét. “Oi, khong, Toi nghi€p Silena. Thin Zeus thiéng liéng, khi co éy md biét chuyén
thi...”

Hai dtra t6i cuing nhau leo qua cac dun cat. Vai trammet phia trude, moi nguoi dang di chuyen vé phia ching t6i, mim cudi va day phén khich. Percy da
quay lai, ho chiic chin dang nghi nhur thé. Cau Ay da gianh duoc chién thing! Thé ndo ciu Ay ciing mang qua lru niém vé!

Toi ngimg lai & khu nha in va cho ho. Téi ching ¢ tim trang ndo dé ma voi v chay dén d6 dé néi cho ho nghe t6i i mot ké t0i té thé nao.

T6i nhin chim cham khéip thung Iiing va ¢b nhé Trai Con Lai trong nhu thé nao dau tién toi nhin thiy n6. Ngiy hom dé nhur thé da cach day hang ty ty
nam vay.

Tir khu vire nha i, ban ¢6 thé thay duoc toan bd moi thir. Nhiing ngon ddi vy quanh thung King. Trén ngon ddi cao nhét, i Con Lai, cay thong
Thalia dtrng stng sting voi BO Long Ctru Vang duoc treo trén cac cé}nh ctia no, c6 strc manh than bi bao v€ trai khdi cac ké thi. Con rong lam nhiém vu
bao vé Peleus qua 1on dén ndi gioy dimg & day t6i ciing c6 thé nhin thiy n6 — cuén minh quanh than cy, thd ra khoi khi nd ngdy.

O phia bén phai toi 14 céc canh rimg trai dai. Bén tréi, ho xudng sang lp lanh va bire twong leo néng ruc vi dung nham dang chay xudng tir vach tuong,
Muoi hai ngdi nha — mOi mjt ngbi nha thude vé mdt vi thén trén dinh Olympus — tao thanh hinh mong ngwra bao quanh khoanh san chung. Xa hon vé
huréng nam a cac rudng dau tay, kho vii khi va céin Nha Lon cao bon tang duroc son mau xanh da trdi va chong chong gié dai bang bang dong,

O mit ndo do, trai khong co gi thay doi. Nhung ban khong | thé nhin thiy chién tranh bang cach nhin vao cac cdng trinh xdy dung hay cac canh dong. Ban
¢6 thé nhin thiy n6 trén khudn nit ciia cac 4 than va cac thin rimg cing céc nit thn cay dang di 1én doi.

Ching c6 nhiu trai vién so voi bén mia hé trrde. Mot s da roi di va khong bao gidr quay lai. C6 ngudi hy sinh trong cac trén chién. Nhing ngudi khic
— chiing t6i ¢ khong n6i v& ho — da v& phe véi ké thil
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Nhitng nguoi van con & trai déu 1 nhimg ngudi day dan kinh nghiém va mét moi. Hoi nay trong trai ft hin tiéng Cudi. Nhathﬁn Hermes ciing bay khong
qua nhicu tro choi khim Ciing kho ma thurong thire nhitng trd choi kham vui vé khi toan bo cude doi ban cam thay nhwr gan két thc.

Bac Chiron I nguoi dAu tién phi nhanh lén khu nha an, chuyén do thét d& dang vdi bac Ay vi bac Ay |a mot con ngyra trang tir thét hung tr6 xuong B0 rau
cua bac a ay moc tua tia qua mot mia hé. Bac 4y ¢ mot chiéc 40 phdng miu xanh Iuc véi dong chir CHIEC XE KHAC CUA TOI LA MOT CON
NHN MA va mit cai cung duge deo trén heng bac y.

“Percy!” bac dy néi. “Ta on cac thin. Nhung con...”

Annabeth chay vao ngay sau bac ay, va t6i phai thira nhin ring trai tim t6i d thue hién mot ci chay strc nho trong long ngure khi nhin thiy 6 ay Ching
phai la do c6 ay ¢ t0 ra chai chudt. Gan day ching toi phai thure hién qua nhiéu nhiém vu chién d4u dén ndi c6 ay hlemkhl chai mai tc vang udn cong,
C6 ay cting khong budn quan tim dén trang phyc dang mic — thuong a cing chiéc 4o phong mau cam cil cua trai va quin Jeans, d6ikhi la b ao gidp
bing dong, Poi mét co ‘dy c6 mau xam bao. Phén [on thoi glan, ching t6i khong thé hoan tit mot cude hodi thoai ma khong ¢b bop ¢ lan nhau Tuy
nhién, chi nhin thdy c6 dy thoi cling da khién (jau 6c 61 do dan di. He nam ngod, truée khi Luke bién thanh Kronos va moi thir trd nén xdu di, da c6 doi
lan t6i chot nghi ¢6 thé... trm, chiing t6i c6 theé vurgt qua duge giai doan “bop co lan nhau” do.

“Chuyén gi da xay ra?” C6 dy chop Ry canh tay toi. “C6 phai Luke...”

“Con tau nd tung,” t6i n6i. “Anh ta van khong bi tiéu diét. Té khong biét...”

Silena Beauregard dy d4m dong budc Ién. Toc ¢b 4y da khong duge chéi va ¢6 4y thim chi con khong trang diém, diéu d6 chéng gidng Silena chit
nao.

“Charlie dau?” ¢6 4y hoi, nhin quanh quét nhu thé anh iy dang trdn & dau déy.

Téi nhin bac Chiron cAu ctru.

Ngudi nhin mé gia héing giong. “Silena, chau yéu, ching ta s& n6i vé& chuyén d6 & Nha Lon...”
“Khong,” c6 4y Am bam “Khong, Khong.”

Cb 4y bat khoc, va it ca ching t6i dimg yén, siing s khong thbt 1én 1oi. Ching 61 da mét rét nhiu ngudi trong ca mia he, nhung day 1 ton thét lon
nhat. Vi cai chét ciia anh Beckendorf, moi ngudi déu co cam gidc nhur thé ai do da cudp di chd dura tin ciy cta ca trai vdy.

Cubi cing, Clarisse tir nha than Ares budc Ién truge. € ta vong tay 6m Silena. Tinh ban cta ho la ling nhét tran doi: con gai ctia than chién tranh va con
gai cua nit than tinh yéu. Nhung ke tir khi Silena dua cho Clarisse 101 khuyén vé ngudi ban trai dau tién ctia ¢6 ta vao hé naimngodi, Clarisse da quyét

dinh c6 ta s€ 1a vé siriéng ctia Silena.

Clarisse dang mic b 4o giap trdn mau d6 tuoi, mai toc niu 4n dudi mdt chiéc khin ran. C6 tao con va luc Turdng nhu mot cAu tha bdng bau duc v6i vé
it cau kinh thuong trire, nhung ¢6 ta thét nhe nhang khi ndi chuyén véi Silena.

“Dindo, cd gai,” ¢b ta ndi. “Chiing ta dén Nha Lon nhé. T6 s pha cho cau mdt it séedla nong”

Moi nguoi quay ngudi lai, tho thén timg hai ba ngudi mdt, quay vé lai khu nha 6. Gio thi chéing ¢ ai hao himg gip t0i nita. Khong ai mudn nghe vé con
tau bi nd tung d6 nira.

Chi Annabeth va bac Chiron con & lai.

Annabeth lau niréc mit virong trén ma. “Té mimg J cau khong chét, Oc Tao Bién.”

“Camon,” t6i ndi. “Té ciing vay.”

Bac Chiron dat tay 1én vai toi. “Bac chiic chau da m moi didu chau 6 thé, Percy. Chau s& néi cho ching ta nghe vé chuyén gi da xay ra chi?”

Toi khong mudn lai trai qua chuyén d6 1an nita, nhung t6i da ké cho ho toan bo cau chuyén, gdm ca gidc mo vé céc thin Titan. Toi bo qua chi tiét vé
Nico. Nico da bat t6i hira khdng duge hé moi voi ai vé ke hoach ctia cdu bé cho dén khi toi dua ra quyet dinh. Ngoai ra ke hoach ay qua kinh khiép vi
the t61 khong phién gi trong viéc gilt bi mat.

Béc Chiron dam dam nhin xuong thung ling. “Ching ta phai trigu tip hoi dong chién tranh ngay p tirc, dé théo luan vé chuyén gian digp nay, va ca
nhitng van dé khac nira.”

“Thén Poseidon dé cap dén mdt sy de doa khéc,” t0i n6i thém, “thir i d6 thim chi con lon ca con tau Cong chia Andromeda. Chau nghind c6 the |
thr thach ma than Titan da d€ cdp dén trong gidc mo ctia chau.”

Bac Chiron va Annabeth nhin nhau, nhu thé ho biét duoc diéu gi t6i khong biét. Toi ghét ho am nhur thé.

“Chiing ta ciing s€ thao luén v& diéu d6,” béc Chiron hira.



“Thém mdt diéu nira.” T6i hit sau. “Khi chau noi chuyén véi cha chau, 6ng noi chau néi voi bac rang da deén lic. Chau can biét toan bg 10 tién tri.”

4c Chiron rii xudng, nhung bac iy khong hé ngac nhién. “Béc da so hi v& ngiy hom nay. Tot thoi. Annabeth, ching ta s& cho Percy biét sur that — tit ca
sy that. Ca hai dira di Ién gac xép di.”

Toi da ba lan leo 1én gic xép cia Nha Lén trude ddy, ca ba lin d6 mang lai nhiéu diéu hon ca t6i mong doi.

Mot cai thang duoc dung kn tir dinh cﬁa'céu thang gac. Toi phan van khong biét bac Chiron Ién d6 bang cach ndo, khi ¢ co thé nira nguoi nira ngira
nhu the, nhung bac ay khong dinh lam the.

“Chéu biét n6 & ddu ma,” bac iy bao Annabeth. “Chau nmang né xudng nhé.”

Annabeth git ddu. “Pi thoi, Percy.”

Bén ngoai, hoang hon dang dan bubng xudng, Vi thé gic xép tham chi con t6i va son gai éc hon moi khi. Céc chién loi phim ctia céc anh hing cii & khép
noi: nhitng cai khién me, dau cta du loai quai vt dugc ngam trong cac lo, mot doi xtc xdc md' xin nim trén mot tam ban dong véi dong chir: Pugc trom
tr chiéc Honda Civic ctia Chrysaor, bdi Gus, con trai ctia thAn Hermes, nam 1988.

T6i cam én m)t thanh kiém ddng bj un cong thanh hinh chit M. Toi vén ¢6 thé nhin thiy céc vét mau xanh lyc trén hdi kiém, d6 1 chit doc ma thuat
da duoc ding dé boc bén ngoai hrdi kiem. The bude thin kiem ghi hé naim ngodi. N6 dugc viet: Thanh mé tau ctia Kampé, da bi tiéu diét & Cudc chien
chon Mé Cung,

“Céau c6 nhé anh Briares da ném nhiing tang ¢a d6 khong?” t61 hoi.

Annabeth cudi mién cudng, “Con Grover thi tao ra Su Hoang so?”

Mit chiing t6i giao nhau. Toi nghi vé mdt khoang thoi gian khac vao mia hé nim ngoi, bén dudi ni St. Helens, vi Annabeth nghi réng t6i s& chét, ¢o 4y
da hon toi.

C6 4y ding héng va nhin ra chd khac. “Loi tién tri.”

“Ding rdi.” Toi dat thanh ni tu xubng, “Loi tién tri.”

Ching t6i bude vé phia cira so. Ngéi trén chiéc ghé dau ba chan 1 Oracle — mdt xac wdp teo top ctia mdt phu nit trong bd 4o dam nhuém méu oang 16.
Céc tim toc den cua ba ta dinh ling Jing vao xwong so. Hai con mét do dn nhin chong choc trén khuén mét nhin nhim. Chi nhin thdy ba ta thoi ciing

khién t6i son ca gai bc.

Néu ban mudn rdi trai trong mia he, thudng thi ban phéi dén day dé c6 duge mdt cude timkiém. Mua hé nay, diéu luat d6 da bi quang di tin dau tin
dau. Cac trai vién roi trai bat ctr khi nao khi thire hién cac nhiém vu chién dau. Chiing t6i khong c¢6 lwa chon néu muon ngén Kronos lai.

Du thé, t6i van nhé cuc 13 vé mén surong mau xanh lyc ky la — linh hdn ctia Oracle — song bén trong xéc udp. Gio ba ta giépg mot cai xac, nhung bt cir
khi ndo ba ta n6i 101 tién tri, ba ta s& di chuyén. P6i khi swong phun ra tir miéng ba ta va tao thanh cac hinh thu quai di. C6 Ian, ba ta roi gac xep, di vao
rung dé truyen thong di€p. Toi khong chac ba ta s€ lam gi voi “Loi Pai Tién Tri”. Toi hoi mong ba ta s€ bat dau nhay diéu clacket hay lam diu gi d6.
Nhung ba ta chi ngdi d6 nhur thé ba ta da chét — ma dung 1a ba ta da chét.

“Té khong bao gioy hiéu duoc diéu ndy,” t6i thi thio.

“Picu gi?”

“Tai sao 16 lai Ia mit xac wdp.”

“Percy nay, ba ta von khong phai la xac u6p. Trong hang ngin nam, linh hdn ctia Oracle da séng trong co thé mot thiéu nit dong trinh xinh dep. Linh hon
s& dugc truyén tir thé hé nay dén thé hé khac. Bac Chiron n6i vi t6 ring ba ta gidng nhur thé nam muroi nm trurée ddy.” Anabeth chi vé phia xic u6p.

“Nhung ba ta 1 ngudi cudi cing”

“Chuyén gi da xay ra?”’

Annabeth 16 rang dinh n6i diéu gi 6 nhung hinh nhw da d6i y. “Hay kim xong viéc ciia ching ta va ra khoi day.”

T61i s¢ hai nhin khudn mét nhan nhiim cta Oracle. “Vay gio phai lam sao?”

Annabeth dén bén xéc u6p va ngira hai long ban tay ¢6 dy ra. “Oi Oracle, thoi khic da diém. T6i mubn c6 Loi Pai Tién Tri.”

Toi cb hét strc, nhung xac udp da khong di chuyén. Thay vao do, Annabeth tién dén va thao mdt trong céc hat & chiéc vong cb ctia b ta. Toi chua bao

g0 qua chiiy dén do trang strc ctia ba ta trude day. Toi chi nghiiné chi ki chubdi hat tinh yéu va dai loai nhur thé. Nhung khi Annabeth quay Ve phia t6i, co
4y dang cam trong tay mot tiii da nho — nhur mt tii thude ciia ngudi da do véi mdt soi day thimg nho dugc két véi nhitng chiéc 1ng vil. CO dy md tii va



ldy ra mot cudn gidy da chang I6n hon bao nhiéu so v6i ngon tay Ut ciia co Ay.

“Khong phéi chir,” t6i néi. “Y cau | trong ca miy nim nay, t& hoi v& 1i tién tri ngd ngén ndy, va nd nim & ddy quanh c6 ctia ba ta u?”

“Chura t6i thoi diém thoi,” Annabeth néi. “Hay tin td, Percy, t& da doc duoc n6 khi té duge murdi tuéi, va dén gio t& van con gap 4c mong vind.”
“Tuyét nhi,” t6i n6i. “Gidr t6 ¢6 thé doc nd chura?”

“Duéi lau, & hoi dong chién tranh,” Annabeth noi. “Khong phai trude... cau biét nmi.”

Toi nhin vao cgp mit dos dan cia Oracle, va ti quyét dinh khong céi lai 6 dy. Ching t0i di xudng lu dé gia nhap v6i moi nguoi. Vo I d6 t0i da
khong bict, nhung do6 s€ 1a 1an cudi cting t6i dén thim can gac xép.

Nhirng nguoi dimg dau cc nha da tp trung quanh ban danh bong ban. Bumg hoi toi vé Iy do, nhung phong gidi tri da tr& thanh co' quan chi huy khong
chinh thirc ctia trai danh cho hoi dong chién tranh. Nhung khi Annabeth, bac Chiron va t6i bude vao, nd gidng voi cude thi “hét voi nhau’” hon.

Clarisse van trong trang thai vii trang ddy du. Cy gido dién dugc cot phia sau hung ¢6 ta (thure ra do6 1 cdy gido dién thir hai, vi toi dd bé giy cay thir
nhat. C6 ta di goin6 cy gido 1 ‘Bé Thuong’. Sau lung cd ta, moi nguoi lai goi né B ‘Bé Que’.) Chiéc ndn sit hinh lon 101 & bén dudi mdt canh tay va
mot con dao duge dét ngang thét hing,

C6 ta dang hét vao mit Michael Yew, nguoi dimg dau moi ctia nha than Apollo, c4u ta trong kha budn cudi vi Clarisse cao hon cau ta dén chin muroi
centimet. Michael d4 tiép quan nha thin Apollo sau khi Lee Fletcher hy sinh trong trén chién vao miia hé ndm ngoai. Michael cao mdt mét ba bay cing
sau muroi centimet déng diéu. C4u dy goi cho t6i vé hinh anh ctia con chon swong, véi mt cai miii nhon hoét va venhén nhé. Chic 6 18 boi Michael da
cau ¢6 qua nhiéu hodic vi cau ta da danh phan 16n thi gian nhin xudng dau nhon ctia mii tén.

“Pay 14 clia cai ciia ching ta!” cau ta hét Ién, kiéng chan Ién dé c6 thé nhin dugce vao mit Clarisse. “Néu ¢ khong thich n, ¢ c6 thé hon bng tén ctia
61"

Pang ngdi quanh ban, moi ngudi dang ¢b dé khong cudi pha 1én — anh emnha Stoll, Pollux nha thdn Dionysus, Katie Gardner dén tl‘I’nhé nit thin )
Demeter. Ngay ca Jake Mason, ngudi vira duoc voi vang chi dinh lim nguoi dimg dau nha than Hephaestus, cting né mt ny cudi yeu 6t. Chi duy nhat
Silena Beauregard khong cha y dén. C6 ngdi bén canh Clarisse va nhin lo dang vao tAm lwi bong ban. Hai mét ¢b do va sung hip. Mot tach socola
néng khong dugc dung den duoc dat trude mét. Duong nhu khong cong bang im khi ¢6 4y bude phai co mit ¢ ddy. Toi khong thé tin a Clarisse va
Michael lai & trude mit ¢d Ay, tranh cai vé diéu ng6 ngin nhu ciia cai trong khi ¢6 vira m6i mét anh Beckendorf.

“THOI BI!” t6i hét Ion. “Hai nguoi dang am gj thé?”

Clarisse trimg mit nhin toi. “N6i Michael dimg trd thanh g ich ky nhur thé.”

“O, diéu do that chinh x4c, 1 do c6 ma thdi,” Michael vic lai.

“Ly do duy nhét ti c6 mit & ddy 1 dé cb vii Silena!” Clarisse gio on. “Néu khong, t6i s& quay vé lai nha ctia minh.”

“Céc cau dang ndi vé cai gi?” toi gang hoi.

Pollux déng héng, “Clarisse khong chiu ndi chuyén v6i bt cir ngudi ndo trong chiing ta trong ba ngy trurde, cho dén khi co dy, trm, vn d& duoc giai
quyét.”

“Do Ia ba ngay tuyét voi,” Travis Stoll ndi khay.
“Van dé gi?”” toi hoi.
Clarisse quay sang bac Chiron. “Bac 1 ngudi chiu trach nhiém, ding khong? Véy nha bon chau ¢6 thé ¢6 duroc diéu bon chéu mudn hay khong?”

Bic Chiron g gd mong cta minh. “Chau yeu, nhur ta da giai thich, Michael da dtng. Nha than Apollo c6 I 1 ngudi sir dung phii hop nhat. Ngoai ra,
ching ta c6 cac vén dé quan trong hon...”

“Cllléc qhén vay réi,:’ Clarisse bét lai. “Lubn c6 cac didu quan trong hon so voi nhimg gi nha than Ares can. Nha chiing chéu chi dugc cho 1 xuét hién va
chién dau khi bac can chiing chau va khdng dugce than phien!”

“Picu d6 s& msi tuyét lam sao,” Connor Stoll 1Am bam.
Clarisse ndm chit con dao ctia minh. “C6 & chau s& yéu cau Ngai D...”

“Nhur chau bién” bac Chiron cit ngang, giong bac 4y gior hoi cau gidn, “giam dbc ctia ching ta, thin Dionysus dang ban v6i chién tranh. Ong 4y khong
thé bi lam phién véi chuyén nay.”

“Chéu hiéu,” Clarisse noi. “Va cac nguoi dimg dau cac nha thi sao? C6 bat cir ai trong sb cac ngudi vé phe voi t6i khong?”



Gio thi chang co ai cudi cot nita. Tat ca déu tranh né céi nhin cua Clarisse.

“Tuyét,” Clarisse quay sang Silena. “T6 xin 16i. T& khong ¢b v im diéu nay khi cau vira m6i mit di... diisao di nita, t6 xin 16i. Chi mdi c4u thoi. Khong
voi bat clr nguroi nao khac.”

Silena dudng nhu khong n6i mdt 1oi.

Clarisse quing con dao 1én ban bong ban. “Tat ca cac cdu co thé tham chién ma khong can c¢6 nha than Ares. Cho dén khi toi toai nguyén, khong ai
trong nha cua to1 dong mdt ngodn tay giip dau. Chét vui vé nhé.”

Tét ca ngudi dimg dau qué stmg sot dé néi duoc bét ctr didu gl khi Clarisse xng xoc lao ra khoi phong,
Mai sau, Michael Yew noi, “That 1a mdt su gidi thoat.”

“Cau khong diia chir?” Katie Gardner phan dbi. “Piéu ndy | mot tham hoa!”

“C6 ta khong lam nghiém trong héa moi chuyén,” Travis ndi. “C6 phai khong?”

Bic Chiron thés dai. “L.ong kiéu héinh ciia con bé dang bi ton throng. Cubi cling rdi con bé ciing s& binh tm lai thoi.” Nhung béc 4y duong nhur cling
khong tin chac lim

T6i mudn hoi cai quai gi khién Clarisse ndi dién lén nhur thé, nhung khi t6i nhin Annabeth, c6 dy tron miéng bao, T s& néi cho cau sau.

“Gi0,” bac Chiron n6i tiép, “nhirg nguoi dimg dAu cac nha, xin vui long. Percy mang dén thir ma bac nghil moi ngudi nén Fing nghe. Percy — 1oi dai tién
tri‘”

Annabeth dua t0i cudn gidy da. Toi c6 cam gidc nd khod va cii k¥, nhitng ngon tay t6i long ngong thao day budc. Toi bung cudn gidy ra, b khong im
rach giay, va bat dau doc:

“Con lai ctia nhitng chi chd gia nhét...”
“0, Percy nay?” Annabeth cét ngang 11 toi. “Do 1 céc than. Khong phai nhing chii cho.”

“0, ding vay,” t0i noi. Mac phéi chimg kho doc |2 mdt dac trung ctia mdt 4 than, nhung doi khi toi thue sur ghét n6. Toi cang s hai bao nhiéu, thi ket
qua cho vi€c doc cua toi lai t& dén bay nhiéu. “Con lai cia cac vi than lon nhat... s€ dugc murdi sau tudi khd cé the xdy ra...”

T6i ngan ngtr, nhin xudng dong tiép theo. Mot cam gidc lanh 1o bt dau tir cac dau ngdn tay t6i nhur thé o gidy dang bi dong bang,

“Va nhin thé gi6i trong gidc ngu trién mién,

Linh hon ciia ngudi anh hing, vii khi bi nguyén ria s& dén y.”

Dot nhién thanh Thiy Triu trg nén niing hon trong tii t6i. Vi khi bj nguyén ria u? Bac Chiron truée ddy da ndi voi toi ring thanh Thity Triéu da mang
dén dau thuong cho bict bao nhiéu nguoi. C6 kha nang thanh kiém cua chinh t0i ¢6 the gict chét t6i khong? Va lam thé nao ma the gidi lai roi vao giac
ngu trien mién, trir phi dicu d6 c6 nghia Ia cai chét?

“Percy,” bac Chiron giuc. “Poc ndt di chau.”

DU miéng nhur ngam day cat, t6i van ¢ doc nét hai dong cudi:

“Sy Iyra chon duy nhét s&... s& két thic cude doi cta cau ta.

Pinh Olympus s& truy.... truy dudi...”

“Bio toan,” Annabeth diu dang néi. “N6 c6 nghiia 1 “ctru vét’.”

“T6 biét n6 c6 nghia 1 gl,” t6i cau nhau. “Pinh Olympus s& bao toan hodc san bing.”

Cin phong im phing phéic. Cudi ctiing Connor Stoll kén tiéng, “D day | mot tir t6t, ding khong?”

“Khong phai do ddy,” Silena ndi. Giong c6 tréng rng, nhung toi gidt minh khi cudi cling ciing nghe dugc ¢d iy noi. “S-a-n b-a-ng ¢ nghiia i iy
digt’.”

“Xba bo,” Annabeth noi. “Tiéu diét. Bién thanh dong d6 nat.”
“Pa hiéu.” Trai tim t6i néing nhur chi. “Camon.”

Moi anh mt 6 don vé phia t6i. Nhitng cai nhin lo Fing, thuong hai, hay mot it so sét.



Béc Chiron nhamnghlen mit nhur thé bac 4y dang tham cau nguyén. Trong hinh hii nhén né, du bac Ay gin nhu cham phai ngon den trong phong gidi
tri. “Gidr chdu da biét, Percy, tai sao ching ta nghi t5t nhét khong ndi cho chau nghe toan bo 10 tién tri. Vai chau da ganh du nng rdi...”

“Ma khong can nhan ra ring di1 thé ndo di niva thi cudi ciing minh van phéi chét sao?”” t6i néi. “Um, chau da hiéu.”

Bic Chiron budn réu nhin t6i. Béc &y da dugc ba ngan niim tudi. Bac &y da nhin thy céi chét ctia hing tréim anh hing. Bac 4y c6 thé khong thich diéu
dd, nhung bac ay da quen voi viéc d6. Béc ay chic chan tot hon hét nén lam yén long toi.

“Percy,” Annabeth noi. “Céu biét cac 10i tién tri luon c6 hai tng nghiia. N6 ¢6 thé khong hin ¢ nghia i ciu s& chét.”
“Chéc vdy,” toi ni. “Su Iya chon duy nhat s& két thic cude doi ctia cau ta. Pidu d6 ¢ rat nhidu nghia, ding khong?”’

“Ching ta c6 thé ngiin can diéu do,” Jake Mason goi y. “Linh hon ctia ngudi anh hing, vii khi bi nguyén riia s& d6n y. Ching ta c6 thé tim vii khi bi
nguyén rua d6 va pha hity no. Nghe nhu thé d6 1a ludi hai vay, ding khong?”

Toi da khong nghi dén diéu d6, nhung din6 1 thanh Thity Triéu hay ludsi hai ctia Kronos ciing khong quan trong. Mt khéc, toi nghi ngd vé viéc ching
t01 c6 theé ngdn lai 101 tién tri. Ludi kiém dugc cho 1a s€ thu nhén linh hon cua t6i. Theo 1€ thuong, t6i khong thich viée linh hon t6i bi thu nhén.

“C6 I& ching ta nén dé cho Percy nghil vé nhitng 1o ndy,” bac Chiron néi. “Cau 4y can thoi gian...”

“Khong dau.” Toi gAp 101 tién tri lai va nhét nd vao i quan ti. T6i cam thay ngang nganh va gidn dit, niic dau t6i khong chic 61 gian dit véi ai. “Chau
khong can thoi gian. Néu chéu chét, chéu s& chét. Chau khong thé lo ing vé diéu d6, ding khong?”

Hai tay Annabeth hoi run run. C 4y tranh 4nh néit t6i.
“Ching ta tiép tuc thoi,” t6i n6i. “Ching ta con ¢6 cac van dé khac. Ching ta ¢ gian diép.”
Michael Yew cau kinh. “Gian diép u?”

Toi ké cho ho nghe nhing gi da xdy ra trén con tau Cong chia Andromeda: Kronos da biét trude vé ching tdi s& dén nhur thé nao, Kronos da cho toi
thay méat day chuyén hinh ludi hai bang bac ma han ta st dung dé lién lac véi ai @6 ¢ trai nhur theé ndo.

Silena lai bat khoc. Annabeth quang tay om Iy vai c6 4y.

“Um,” Connor Stoll noi déy lo king, “‘chiing ta da hoai nghi ¢6 & ¢6 gidn di¢p trong trai trong nhiéu néim, diing khong? Ai d6 vAn cir chuyén thong tin cho
Luke — nhur vi tri cia BY Long Curu Vang cach day hai nam. D6 phai Ia mdt ai d6 biet 16 han ta.”

C6 thé theo tiém thrc, cau ta iéc nhin Annabeth. C6 4y biét Luke rd hon bét cir ai khéc, di nhién rdi, nhung Connor nhanh chéng quay mat di. “Unm, y
to 13, tén gian di€p co thé 1a bat ctr ai.”

“Diing” Katie Gardner nhiu may nhin anh em nha Stoll. C6 khong thich ho k& tir khi ho trang tri méi tranh nha Demmeter bang keo so ¢0 la hinh thé Phuc
sinh. “Nhur mot trong s6 anh em ctia Luke.”

Ca Travis va Connor bt du tranh ci véi co

“Ngung lai di” Silena dénh manh vao ban khién ly socola nong ciia cd 4y d6 nghiéng, “Charlie da chét va... va tit ca cac cau tranh cii nhu nhimg dira
tré ranh!”” Co ay ctii dau xuong va bat dau khoc.

S6cola nong chay nho giot khoi ban bong ban. Ai ndy déu hd then.

“Cb Ay n6i ding,” Mii sau, Pollux Ién tleng, “P6 16i cho nhau chang gitip duoc gi. Ching ta can dé ¥ tim kiém soi ddy chuyén bac c6 niit ludi hai. Néu
Kronos c¢6 mdt ci, thi tén gian diép chiic chiin ciing ¢6 céi gidng thé.”

Michael Yew lim bdm. “Chung ta can timra tén gian diép trude khi 1én ké hoach tiép theo ctia ching ta. Viéc cho nd tung con tau Cong chia
Andromeda s& khong ngan duoc Kronos ni.”

“Khong can,” bac Chiron ndi. “Su that a cudc tn cong tiép theo ctia hin ta da sin sang.”
Toi cau co. “Y béac 1 ‘i de doa 16n hon’ ma than Poseidon da nhic dén sao?”
Bac 4y va Annabeth lai nhin nhau, ra y: D4 dén luc. Toi da ké I t6i ghét khi ho kim thé chira?

“Percy,” bac Chiron ndi, “ching ta khong mudn ké cho chau cho dén khi chiu quay vé trai. Chau can c6 mdt ky nghi véi nhitng nguoi... ban binh thrdng
cua chau.”

Annabeth d6 mit. Toi chot nhdn ra ring 6 Ay biét t6i di choi ciing v6i Rachel, va t6i cam thiy ¢6 16i. Nhung roi t6i cam thiy gidn dit vi chuyén t6i cam
thay c6 101 6. To6i duge phép c6 ban & ngoai trai, khong phai sao? N6 chi khong phai 1a...



“Hay ké cho chéu chuyén gi da xay ra,” ti noi.

Bac Chiron By mot chiéc cde tir chiéc ban nho. Bac dy db nudc 1én trén phién d4 ndng noi ching t6i thurdng lim chay pho mét nacho. Hoi nurée béc 1én
dudi anh dén neon tao thanh cau vong. Bac Chiron lay mdt dong drachma vang ra khéi ti, némno6 qua man suong miy, va thi thAm “Hoi Nit than cau
vong Iris, hdly cho ching t6i xem su de doa.”

Man swong bt dau toa sang. Toi nhin thiy hinh édnh quen thude cia mdt ngon nii ira dang chéy am i i St. Helens. Khi toi nhin, mjt bén suon nii da nd
tung. Lira, tro va dung nham tran ra ngoai. Giong cua phat thanh vién vang Ién: ... thdm chi con 16n hon dot phun trao vao ndm ngodi, va cac nha dia chat
canh bao ring ngon nii lira ndy s& van con tiép tuc phun trao...

Toi biét 16 vé vu phun trdo vao nim ngoai. Chinh t6i da gdy ra ma. Nhung Jan phun tro ndy con t& hon nhidu. Ngon ni tir pha v& chinh minh, sur sup do
xay ra & bén trong né, va mot hinh thé khong 16 trdi ddy tir khoi va dung nham nhur thé n6 dang hién ra tir mdt miéng cong. Toi hy vong Man Swong Mu
s& tranh cho con ngudi khoi viée nhin thiy né mot cach rd rang, vi nhitg gi ti nhin thiy s& giy ra bao dong va hoang loan cho toan nudc M.

Ga khdng 16 to 16n hon bét cir gi ndo t61 da timg dung do. Ngay ca voi doi it 4 than ctia t6i ciing khong thé nhin ra hinh thé chinh xéc ctia n6 qua kn
bui tro va Itra kia. Nhung 6 hoi glong ngudi va qué 1on dén ndinb ¢6 thé sir dung Toa nha Chrysler kim giy vut bong chay. Ngon niii rung Fc véi nhiing
tiéng ding ding dang so, nhur thé con quéi vat do dang cuoi vdy.

“D6 1 hin ta,” t6i noi. “Typhon.”

Toi thyc long mong bac Chiron s& ndi mjt diéu gi d6 nhu, Khong phai dau, d6 14 anh ban Leroy to In cta ching ta! Anh ta s& gitip ching ta mit tay!
Nhung t6i lai khong c6 duge cai may méin d6. Bac king 18 gat dau. “Tén quéi vat dang s nhét tran doi, mdi de doa ghé gdm duy nhdt ma cac vi thin
tirng phéi d6i mat. Cubi cling hén ciing dwoc giai thoat khoi ngon nii 6. Nhung hinh anh ndy 1 ctia hai ngay trude. DAy 1 nhimg gi xay ra trong hom

ER)

nay.
Bac Chiron vy tay va hinh anh thay d6i. Toi nhin thiy mot dam may bao dang trbi ngang qua ving dong bang Trung tay. Chop giat lién hdi. Céc day 1b¢
xody thi nhau tan pha khong chira thir gi trén duong di cta ching: céc ngdi nha ¢b dinh va nhitng ngdi nha di dong déu bi hit 1én khoi niit dt, ném
nhitng chiéc xe ra xung quanh nhu cac chiéc xe dd choi trong trd Matchbox.

Nhirng con fi khing khiép, ngudi phat tharh vién dang ni. Nam bang cong b6 cac khuwire 28p thién tai khi hé théng bao ky la di chuyén vé phia dong,
tiép tuc tan pha trén duong di cua n6. Moi 6ng kinh tap trung vao mot cot bao khi nd dang tan cong vao mdt thanh pho nao do thude vimg Trung Tay.
Toi khong thé néi do 1a thanhpho nao. Bén trong cot bao, t6i co thé nhin thiy tén khong 16. Chi a nhirng hinh anh loang thoang mo 4o cua hinh dang
thye ctia hin: mot canh tay day khéi, mot ban tay c6 mong vubt miu den ¢6 kich thudc ciia mot khdi nha. Tleng gam gién dir cua hén vang vong khip
ving dong bang nhu mOt vu nd hat nhan. Cac hinh thé nh6 hon khdc lao qua cac dam méy, vy quanh gi khong 16. T6i nhin thiy cac tia lira dién, va toi
nhén ra tén khong 16 dang c6 dap bep ho. T6i nheo mét va nghi ring t6i da nhin thiy mot ¢d xe ngwra chién vang dang bay vao bong toi. R6i mot loai
chim to 16n ndo d6 — modt con cti khong I — dam b vao tan cong ga khong 16.

“P0... d6 1 cac vi than phai khong a?” t6i noi.

“Ping, Percya,” bac Chiron n6i. “Ké tir bay glo’ ho s& chién d4u v6i hin ta trong nhidu ngiy, nhidm Bm chim budc tién cta hin. Nhung Typhon van
dang tién vé trude — hudng dén New York. Bén dinh Olympus.”

Toi suy nghi k§ vé diéu d6. “Con bao lau nita thi hén ta s& dén dugc day?”

“Néu céc thin khong can duoc héin ta sao? C6 1§ i nim ngay. Hau hét cac than trén dinh Olympus déu & do.... trir cha chau, ngudi phai chién d4u tran
dau cuia chinh 6ng ay.”

“Nhung thé ai dang bao vé dinh Olympus?”

Connor Stoll ic dau. “Néu Typhon dén dugc New York, viée ai bao vé dinh Olympus ciing khong con 1a van dé.”

Toi nghii vé nhitng tir Kronos da n6i trén tau: Ta thich nhin thiy ndi s hii trong mét may khi may biét duoc cach ta s& hiy diét dinh Olympus.

Viy ddy la nhimg gi hén ta da n6i: cube tAn cong ctia Typhon? N6 chic chin 1 du lam t6i khiép so. Nhung Kronos ludn lira gat va danh lac huéng
ching toi. Sy viéc lan nay qua hién nhién so vdi tinh cach cua han ta. Va lai, trong giac mo' cua t0i, g3 Titan vang da n6i rang mot vai théch thirc nita s&
xuat hién, nhur thé Typhon chi 3 khiic dao dau.

“N6 1 mot cai bay,” t6i néi. “Chiing ta phai canh bao cho céc vi thdn. C6 chuyén gi do nita sip xay ra.”

Bac Chiron nghiém trang nhin t6i. “C6 thr gi d6 con t€ hon Typhon khong a? Bac hy vong 1a khong 6.

“Ching ta phai bao vé dinh Olympus,” t6i khéing khiing. “Kronos da Ién mot ké hoach tén cong khac.”

“Hin ta da lam thé r6i,” Travis Stoll nhéc toi. “Nhung cau da danh chim tiu ctia héin 6.

Moi ngudi nhin t6i. Ho muén nghe tin nh. Ho mudn tin ring it nhét ti cling s& mang dén cho ho mdt it hy vong,



Toi liéc nhin Annaneth. Toi c6 thé n6i | ching ti dang cing nghi vé mdt diéu: Ngd nhd con tau Cong chia Andromeda chi | mdt ménh khoe thi sao?
Chuyén gi s€ xay ra néu Kronos dé cho chiing t6i danh chim con tau d6 dé sau dé ching t6i mt canh giac?

Nhung t6i s& khong n6i diéu do trrde it Silena. Ban trai ctia ¢6 Ay da hy sinh chinh minh cho nhiém vu do.

“C6 thé cau ndi ding,” t6i néi, méc dau toi ching tin bt ctr tir ndo.

Toi 6 ging hinh dung moi vige ¢6 the té hon dén mitc ndo. Céc than dang & mién Trung Ty chién déu voi gi khong 10 da sujt danh bai ho trude déy.
Thén Poseidon dang bi bao vay va dang thua trong trén chién chong lai than Titan bin Oceanus. Kronos van ¢ dau d6 ngoai kia. Binh Olympus gan nhur
khong dugc bao v¢. Cac 4 than ctia Trai Con Lai van con phai xtr ly chuyén c6 mdt gian di€p lan trong so ho.

0, va theo 10i tién tri ¢d xua, t6i s& chét khi ol sau tudi— diéu d6 s& xay ra trong ndim ngiy nita, tring voi ngaty duoc cho i ngay Typhon tén cong
vao New York. Suyt chut nita t6i quén chi tict ay.

“Um,” bac Chiron n6i, “bac nghi thé da di cho mdt dém roi.”

Bac 4y phay tay va hoi nurdc tan bién di. Tran chién dir doi giita Typhon va cac than ciing bién n¥t.
“D6 Ia mdt cach ndi nhe di so véi thire té,” t6i Jim bam.

Va hoi ddng chién tranh ngimg hop.

Ban dang doc truyén Vi Than Cudi Ciing dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chwong 4: Chung toi dot vai liém bang sat
Pém d6 t6i mo thiy Rachel Elizabeth Dare ném phi tiéu vao mt toi.
C6 4y dang dimg trong ph(‘)ng minh... Pugc rdi, i lai. Toi phéi’giéi thich rang Rachel khong co ;nf)t can phong, C6 dy ¢6 nguyén ca tang cao nhét trong
dinh thyr cua gia dinh ¢6 4y, mdt dinh thy vira mdi dugc ning cap ¢ Brooklyn. “Phong” cuia ¢6 dy 1 mdt can gic xép to Ion duoc trang tri bang dan dén
chiéu sang cong nghiép va cac cuira s6 bang kinh tir san Ién dén trin. N6 to gip ddi cén ho cta me 61 Tleng cta mOt ban nhac alt rock nao d6 dang phat
ra tir & cam Bose dugc phi son ca ¢o. Den chimg mye t6i 6 thé ké, nguyén tic duy nhit ctia Rachel vé am nhac 14 trong Ipod ctia c6 4y, khong thé
¢4 hai ban nhac nghe na n4 gidng nhau, va tit ca ching phai that Ia tai.
Rachel mic kimono, t6c tai r&i b nhur vira ngu day. Giuong o 4y la mot dbng hon don. Gan do c6 nﬁykhtmgtranhphuvalkmmtt Quénao ban va
gidy g6i thanh thir 2 an nang luong virong vai khéip san, nhung khi ban c6 mot can phong 16n nhur thé, dong rac do trong ching t& chit nao. O phia bén
ngoai céc canh cira s6, ban c6 thé nhin thiy toan bo khu Manhattan khi vé dém

Birc anh ¢6 4y dang tan cong | mdt birc v& t0i dang dimg trén tén khong 1o Antaeus. Rachel da v& n6 cach ddy hai thang. Mat t6i trong tranh that hung
dit — ca dang lo Iing — vi thé thét khd dé ndi liéu t6i 1a mt chang trai tot hay xau, nhung Rachel da noi toi trong hét nhur the sau tran danh.

“Céc 4 than,” Rachel lam bam khi phong mot cai phi tiéu khac vao bire tranh son dau. “Va céc cude tim kiém ngu ngde cta ho.”

Phén I6n cac phi tiéu bi bat ra, nhung mdt vai cai thi dinh vao. Mot céi treo lo kimg dudi cam t6i gidng hét chom rau dé.

Ai d6 dAm thinh thich vao ctra phong c6 4y.

“Rachel!” mdt ngudi dan ong hét 16n. “Con dang lam gi thé ha? Tat ngay cai thur...”

Rachel vé cai remote va tit nhac. “Mdi vao!”

Cha c6 &y bude vao, nhéin nh6, mit nhip nhay vi dnh dén chéi git. Téc Ong c6 miu gi sat hoi sim miu hon toc Rachel. Méi toc &y gitr dinh bét mdt bén
dau nhur thé ong ay wira thua trong trén chién vdi cai goi. Trén miéng tdi 4o pyjama lya xanh da troi c6 théu cap chir 1ong “WD”. Khong dua chu, ai lai di
théu chit long 1én bd pyjama co chir?

“C6 chuyén gi thé nay?” ong Ay hoi. “Gidr chi m6i ba gidr sang thoi ddy.”

“Con khong ngi duge,” Rachel noi.

Trén birc tranh, c4i phi tiéu rdi khoi mét t6i, roi xubng dét. Rachel gidu toan bo nim phi tiéu sau keng, nhung 6ng Dare da kip nhin thiy.

“Vdy... cha hiéu 1 anh ban con s& khong di cing dén St. Thomas phai khong?”” D6 1a nhiing gi ong Dare goi toi. Khong bao gidy goi 1 Percy. Chi 1 anh
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ban con. Hodc anh ban tré khi ong Ay néi chuyén véi toi, nhung ciing hiém khi 6ng ay lim thé.
Rachel cau may. “Con khong biét.”

“Ching ta s& r0i di vao sang mai,” cha ¢6 Ay n6i. “Néu ciu ta van con ludng hr thi...”

“Cau 4y chic chin s& khong dén,” Rachel dau khd noi. “Cha vui chir?”

Ong Dare chap tay sau lung. Ong 4y nghiém nghj di t6i di lui trong phong. Téi cho ring Ong Ay ciing da m nhur thé trong phong hop ban gidam ddc cong
ty phat trién dia 6c ctia minh va lam cho nhén vién dudi quyén 6ng s¢ mat mat.

“Con van mo thiy nhitng con 4c mdng d6 sao?”” ong dy hoi. “Con c6 dau dau khong?”

Rachel ném déng phi tiéu xudng san. “Con khong nén ké cho cnghe diéu do.”

“Ta Ia cha con,” 6ng Ay néi. “Ta di nhién phai lo ing vé con ns.”

“Lo ling cho thanh danh gia dinh thi ¢6,” Rachel im bam.

Cha ¢6 4y im king — ¢6 thé vi ong da nhiéu lan nghe 1i than phién Ay trude day, hodc c6 1§ 1 do né qua dung di.
“Chiing ta c6 thé goi cho béc si Arkwright,” 6ng goi ¥. “Ong dy da gitip con vrot qua dugc cai chét clia con haster.”
“Hoi d6 con moi Ién saw,” ¢d 4y noi. “Va khong, cha, con khong can mit bac sitamly. Con chi...”

C6 4y fic dau tuyét vong,

Cha Rachel ngimg lai trude cac 6 cia s0. ,(A)ng nhin ra toan canh thanh phé New York nhur thé 6ng 1 ngudi s hitu nd — nhung sur that khong phéi thé.
Ong ay chi so hitu mdt phan cua thanh pho ma thoi

“Di choi xa s& tt cho con,” dng quyét dinh. “Con c6 mdt vai anh hudng khong tét.”

“Con s€ khong theo hoc ¢ Hoc vién Nt sinh Clarion dau,” Rachel noi. “Véi lai, cac ban con khong lién quan dén cha.”

Ong Dare mim cudi, nhung d6 1 mdt nu cudi lanh king, N6 giéng nhur 6ng mudn n6i, Mot ngay nio d6 con s& nhn ra sao minh lai ngde dén thé.

“C6 ngi mdt 1t di,” ong giue. “Ching ta s& ¢ mit & d6 vao tdi mai. N6 s& rat vui diy.”

“Vui,” Rachel ap lai. “Diing, rat vui.”

Cha c6 4y ra khoi phong. Ong dé canh cira mé sau lung minh.

Rachel nhin trén tran vao birc chan dung cia ti. ROi ¢6 Ay bude dén gia tranh dugc phiai ké bén.

“Té hy vong ching chi i nhitng gidc mo, ¢6 Ay n6i.”

C6 Ay mo tAm vai phi ra. Trén gi4 1 mdt birc v& phac thao bang chi than dwoc v& voi vang, nhung Rachel 1 mdt hoa si gioi. Trong tranh dich thi la Luke
ngdy con bé. Han khodang chin tudi, dang cudi toe toét va khong c6 vét seo trén mit. Toi khong hinh dung durge lam thé nao Rachel ¢6 the bict han ta
trong nhur thé ndo vao lic d6, nhung bire chin dung qué that dén ndi t6i c6 cam gidc khong phai co ay doan mo. Tir nhitng gi t6i duoc biét vé cude doi
cua Luke (khong dugc nhiéu lam), burc tranh v& han vao khoang thoi gian ngay trurde khi han khdm pha ra minh I3 con lai va bé tron khoi nha.

Rachel lié nhin birc chan dung. R6i ¢6 4y mo gié tranh tiép theo. Bir tranh ity thim chi con khién 0 bdi rdi hon. N6 v& Toa nha Empire State véi céc
tia chép bao quanh nd. O phia xa xa, mdt con bao t0i den dang kéo dén, véi mdt ban tay khong 16 16 ra bén ngoai cac ddmmay. O dudi chan Toa nha
Empire State mot dam dong tu tap lai... nhung n6 khong phai la mot ddm dong du khach hay khach b hanh binh thuong, Toi nhin thay cac cay gido, lao
va cac la co — quan phyc ctia mot doi quan.

“Percy,” Rachel thi thAm nhur thé c6 Ay biét t6i dang Fing nghe. “Chuyén gi dang dién ra thé?”

Gidc mo' dan tan bién di, va diéu cudi cling t6i con nhé ki wée gi ti c6 thé tra 1oi cAu hoi ctia Rachel.

Sang hc”)m‘ sau, t6i mubn goi cho co éy, nhung & trai lglléng co dién thoqi Thém Dionysus va bac Chirg)n khong cAn mot dién thoai ¢6 dinh lam gl. Ho chi
viéc goi vé dinh Olympus thong qua thong diép Iris bat cir khi nao ho can diéu gi do. Va khi cac a than str dung dién thoai di dong, tin hiu s& khich dong
moi con quai vt trong vong mot tram dam. Viée do giong nhur ban bén phao sang: T61 ¢ ddy! Lam on chinh stra lai khu6n mit t6i! Ngay ca khi 6 bén
trong cac hang rao an toan ctia trai, d6 khong phai Ia kieu quang cdo ma chung t6i muon thyc hién.

Héu hét cac 4 thin (ngoai trix Annabeth va s0 1t trai vién) déu khong so hitu dién thoai di dong. Va i dut khoat khong thé n6i v6i Annabeth rang, “Nay,
cho t& muron dién thoai ctia d€ t6 c6 thé goi cho Rachel!” Con nita, d€ goi dién, t6i s€ phai roi kh(”)ir trai va dibd Va1 damdén ctra hang tién loi gan nhat.
Ngay ca khi bac Chiron c6 cho phép 6i di, thi khi t6i dén dugc dd, Rachel cling da 1én may bay dén St. Thomas roi.



T6i ngdi thui thii mot minh & ban cia nha thin Poseidon va ¢6 nudt bita diém tim chan ngit. T6i van tiép tuc nhin khe nirt trén san nha d4 hoa cuong
Pay 1a noi cach day hai nam trude, Nico da tong co mdt dam chién binh xuong khat mau xuong Pia nguc. Hoi trc ay chang lam t6i thay ngon miéng hon.
An sang xong, Annabeth va ti di mjt vong kiém tra cac nha. Thirc ra, hom nay dén luot Annabeth kim nhiém vy kiém tra. Cong viéc ciia toi sing nay b
sap x€p céac ban bao cdo cho bac Chiron. Nhung vi ca hai ching t61 déu ghét viéc duoc giao, theé nén chiing tdi quyét dinh cting nhau lam dé n6 s€ khong

qué toi té.

Ching ti bt dau tir nha thin Poseidon, trén co bén nha chi ¢6 minh t0i. Toi da don giwdng vao sang d6 (trm, dai khéi thé) va chinh lai cip simg ciia con
Minotaur treo I&ch trén tudng, Vi the, t6i tu cho chinh minh di€m4/5.

Annabeth nhin mét. “Cu qué rong lwong ddy.” C6 Ay ding dudi cy bit chi dé iy 1én mot ciip quin chay bo cii ctia tOi.

Toi giat ching lai. “Nay, tha cho t6 1an nay di. Té khong c6 Tyson phy gitip viée lau don trong mia hé nay.”

“3/5,” Annabeth néi. Toi biét tot hon Ia khong nén tranh cii, vi thé ching t6i di tiép.

Toi ¢b doc ludt qua chdng bao cao ciia bac Chiron khi di. Ching 1 céc thong diép dén tir céc 4 thin, cac tinh lish tur nhién, va cac thin rimg trén khap
ca nudc, viet v hoat dong mdi nhat ctia quai vat. Ching thit chan, va b nfio mac chimg hiéu ddng thai qua cua t6i khong thich tap trung vao nhitng thir
nham chan.

Céc trén danh nho dang xay ra khdp noi. Viée tuyen thém nguoi cho trai la bang khong, Cac than rimg dang gip rac rbi trong viée tim kiém cac & thin
m6i va mang ho dénBdi Con Laivicé qua nhiéu quai vt dang lang thang Kkhép nudc. Thalia, ban dAu cic Tho San ciia nit than Artemis, ciing bat vo 4m
tin trong nhiéu thang qua. Va néu nit thin Artemis biét duoc diéu gi da xay ra voi ho, ¢ 4y ciiing chéing chiu chia sé thong tin.

Ching t6i gh¢ nha nir than Aphrodite, di nhién, ho gianh diém t6i da 5/5. Giuwong duoc don sach s& gon gh€. Ao quin dat trong céc ruong ca nhan dugc
sip x¢p theo mau. Hoa toi dua séc trén céc bau cira s6. Toi mubn trir mdt diém vi ca cén nha ndng ndic mii nude hoa thiét ké, nhung Annabeth da 1o
t01 di.

“Cau van lam tot nhu moi khi, Silena,” Annabeth khen.

Silena gt dau lo dang. Birc turong sau lung co 4y duoc trang trf ddy anh anh Beckendorf. C6 4 4y ngdi trén girong voi mot hop soeola trong long o dy.
Toi nhé 1a cha c6 4y i chumot cira hang socola ¢ Village. D6 1 1y do 6ng 4y duoe nit thin Aphrodite dé nit dén.

“Céc cau mudn mdt vién khong?”” Silena moi. “Cha t& da giri cho t6. Ong nghi — 6ng nghil ching ¢6 thé lim cho t6 thiy phén khoi hon.”
“Ching c¢6 ngon khong?” t6i hoi.
C5 4y lic dau. “Ching ¢ vi nhur bia cac tong.”

Toi khong co bét cir didu gi chong lai bia cac tong, vi thé t6i d an thir mdt vién. Annabeth khong an. Ching t6i hira s& gip lai Silena sau va tiép tuc cong
ViEc.

Khi ching t6i bang qua khu vure chung, mbt cude xung dot gitta nha than Ares va nha than Apollo dang dién ra. Mot vai trai vién thude nha than Apollo
duoc trang bi bom Itra bay phia trén nha than Ares trong mjt c0 xe ngira duoc kéo boi hai con pegasus. Toi chira bao gio nhin thiy chice xe ngwra do
trude day, nhung n6 trong rat kha. Chang may choc, méi nha ctia nha than Ares boc chdy, va cac nit thily than ¢ ho xuong chay voi lén bo dé phun mrde
dap lra.

Pén phién cac trai vién nha than Ares tra diia bing cach xi va bang bua chi v miii tén ciia tt ca con ciia thin Apollo bién thanh cao su. Phia nha than
Apollo tiép tuc ban tén vé phia nha than Ares nhung cac mii lién tiép bét ra ngoai

Hai cung thu chay di, duf)i theo sau la mot dtra tré nha thin Ares dang gian dir la hét nhung day chét tho: “Nguyén ria ta u? Ta s khién may tra gia vi
diéu nay!/ Ta khdng muon gieo van ca ngay!”

Annabeth thé' dai. “Khong phai lai thé chir. Lin trrde nha than Apollo nguyén ria mot nha, phai mit mdt tudn céc cip cau theo van moi bién mit.”

T6i rimg minh. Thin Apollo 14 thin tho ca va bin cung, va t6i da timg truc tiép nghe 6ng Ay ngam tho. Toi th bi tén bin con hon.

“Thé 6t cude ho danh nhau vi chuyén gi?”” t6i hoi.

Annabeth 1 t6i di khi c6 ay viét voi vang Ién cudn gidy kiém tra ctia minh, cho ca hai nha 1/5 diém

Toi nhan ra minh dang ngiy nguoi ngim co 4y. Didu do thit ngu ngdc vi t0i da nhin ¢d dy dén ca ti lan. Hé ndy ¢6 &y cao xAp xi t0i, diéu d6 khién t0i thit
nhe nhom. The nhung, ¢6 4y dudng nhur chin chan hon. Viée nay ho nhur thit dang so. Y t0i 13, ding vay, c6 ay ludn rat dé thuong, nhung hién c6 ay
dang bat dau dan tré nén that sy xinh dep.

M:ii sau, Annabeth mGi n6i, “Tai ¢ xe ngua bay do.”



“Gico?”

“Céau wira hoi vi céi gi ma ho danh nhau.”

“0. O, dung vay.”

“Ho ¢6 duogc n trong mdt cude tin cong vao Philadelphia vao tudn trude. Mot sb 4 than ctia Luke c6 it & d6 cling voi chiée xe ngwa bay d6. Nha

than Apollo da ¢ dugc n6 trong tréin danh, nhung nha thn Ares lai | ngwoi chi huy cude tién cong do. Vi thé, ke tir d6 ho da danh nhau dé xem ai msi
12 ngudi ¢6 duge chiec xe d6.”

Ching t6i cti dau xudng khi xe ngira cia Michael Yew tha bom lira xubngai vién ctia nha thin Ares. MOt trai vién nha than Ares c6 ddm va nguyén ria
cdu ta bang ca@p cau theo van. Céu ta rat sng tao trong viéc gieo van cho nhitng tir nguyén rua do.

“Chiing ta dang chién d4u vi cudc sng ctia ching ta,” toi bat méin n6i, “va ho thi dang ci nhau sudt chi vi mdt chiéc xe ngura ngu ngde ndo do.”

“Ho s& chém durt ngay 4y na,” Annabeth n6i. “Clarisse s& trd lai binh thuong thoi.”

To6i khong chic lim. Piéu d6 khong gidng véi Clarisse t6i biét.

T61 xem luét thém mdt vai bao cdo va ching t6i kiém tra thém vai nha nita. Nha nit thin Demeter dugc 4 diém. Nha thin Hephaestus dugc 3 diém va
chic chan I nén cho diém thap hon, nhung véi viéc anh Beckendorf vira mat, chiing t6i muon thoai méi voi nha ho. Nha thin Hermes duoc 2 diem, dicu
nay khong c6 gi dang ngac nhién. Tat ca céc trai vién khong bict cha me than thinh ctia minh I3 ai déu dugce “nhét” vao nha than Hermes, va do céc vi
than I3 chiia hay quén, thé nén, nha than Hermes bao gio cling dong nghit.

Cudi cling, ching t6i dén nha nit thin Athena. Nhu moi khi, nh nay luon ngin néip, sach s&. Sach xép ngay hang théng 16i trén cc ké. Céc bd 40 gidp

da duge danh bong. Céc ban do chién tranh va cac ban thiét ké nha duroc trang tri trén céc birc twong, Chi ¢o giwdng clia Annabeth 1 1on xon nhét. N6
phu day giay va chiéc laptop méu bac ctia ¢d ay van dang hoat dong,

“Vlacas,” Annabeth [im bam, vé co ban c6 4y dang tu goi chinh minh i d6 ngdc bang tiéng Hy Lap.

Ngudi phé ciia ¢, Malcolm, ¢6 nhin cudi. “U, trm.. bon emd don dep moi thir khac. Chi sg khong biét ¢6 an toan khong khi di chuyén cac ghi chép
cua chi.”

D6 chic chin ki didu thong minh nhét. Ai ciing biét Annabeth c6 dao gim bang dong ma chi danh cho quéi vt va nguoi am r6i tung db ciia ¢ Ay.

Malcolm nhin t6i cudi toe toét. “Bon em s& doi bén ngoai trong khi hai ngudi thire kiém tra.” C4c trai vién nha nit than Athena huc tuc ndi dudi nhau di ra
trong lic Annabeth vdi vang thu don giuong,

Toi cam thiy bt it kho chiu va Bmra vé xem xét ti mi thém mdt vai béo céo nita. N6i mot cach chinh xéc, viée ndy chong lai diéu ludt cta trai vi chi
¢0 hai trai vién... ndi thé nao nhi, rm, & mdt minh trong ctng mdt nha, du ban cé dang thure hién viée kiém tra dinh ky di chang nira.

Piéu luat d6 xuat hién khi Silena va anh Beckendorf bt ddu hen ho véi nhau. Va i biét mot vai nguoi trong s cac ban c6 thé dang nghit: Chéng phai tit
ca céc 4 than déu c6 ho hang voi nhau ¢ bén thin thanh, va diéu d6 ching phai s& khién viée hen ho tré nén chdi ti sao? Nhung van d& 13, bén than thanh
ctia gia dinh ban khong dugc tinh vé mit di truyén hoc, vi cac céc than khong c6 ADN. Mot 4 thin s& khong bao gio nghii vé viée hen ho ai d6 ¢6 cling
bén cha me thin thanh. Nhu hai ngudi cing nha nit than Athena ching han? Khong doi ndo. Thé con con gai ctia nir than Aphrodite va con trai ciia thin
Hephaestus thi sao? Ho khong c6 ho hang v6i nhau. Vi thé chuyén d6 khong thanh vén dé.

Dt sao thi vimdt 1y do ky la ndo do t0i i nghii vé diéu d6 khi nhin Annabeth don girong. C6 &y dong chiée laptop m nha phat minh Daedalus da ting
cho ¢6 ay nhu mdt mon qua vao miia hé nim ngoai lai.

Toi hing giong. “Vay... cdu c6 dugc thong tin gi hay ho tir nd khong?”

“Qué nhidu dy chur,” ¢6 Ay n6i. “Daedalus ¢6 qua nhidu y trdng ma t& phai mét dén nam muroi ndim dé tim hiéu tit ca.”

“U,” 61 lim bam. “Diéu d6 s& khé 1 vui vé nhi.”

Co by sap xép lai déng gidy to — phan Ion 14 cac ban v& vé cac cong trinh xdy dyng va mot dong céac ghi chu duge v1et tay. Toi biét co ay mubn tré thanh

mot klen tric su mdt ngay nao do, nhung t6i da timng c6 dugc bai hoc dé doi dé khong hoi co Ay dang aim gi. Vi co Ay s& bt dau ndi vé cac goc va cac
khép ndi chiu tai cho dén khi hai nit t6i dai di.

“Cau biét khong..” Co ay Ot tc ra sau tai, gidng nhur co Ay hay lam khi b6i rdi. “Tét ca moi chuyén lién quan dén anh Beckendorfva Silena. N6 khién
cho céu phai suy nghi. V&... diéu gi | quan trong. V& viéc mit di ngudi quan trong ciia minh.”

Toi git lia lia. BY néio cia 01 bt dau thu thip cac chi tiét nho nhéit va mo hd. Nhur sy that 1 6 4y vén dang con deo ddi bong tai hinh con ¢t bang bac,
mdt mdn qua ctia cha ¢6 ay. Ong 1a gido su lich str quan d6i vo cting thong minh hién dang song & San Francisco.

7

‘Um, dung the,” t61 ]ép bép. “Nhu thé... moi viéc v gia dinh cau van 6n ca chir?”



Puoc 1di, d6 1 cau hoi that ngde nghéch, nhung nay, t6i dang hoang so ma.

Du thit vong, Annabeth van git dau.

“Cha t6 tinh dura t6 di Hy Lap vao hé ndy,” c6 4y néi dy nudi tiéc. “Té luén mudn duoc quan sat...”

“Pén Parthenon,” t6i chot nho.

Cb 4y cb mim cuoi. “Bing viy.”

“Khong sao dau. Ching ta s€ cd cac muia h¢ khac ma, ding khdng?”

Vira dirt 104, 0i nhdn d6 & mdt cau binh luén ngu ngde. Toi dang phai d6i mat voi ‘nhitng ngdy cudi cing’. Chi trong vong mot tuan, dinh Olympus s& b
tiéu diét. Néq Thoi ctia Cac Vi Than thuc su két thic, the gidi nhu chung ta da biét s€ bi tan bien trong sy hon loan. Céc 4 than s€ bi san dudi dén tuyét
chiing. S& ching c¢6 thémmiia hé nao danh cho ching t6i ca..

Annabeth liéc nhin ban kiém tra trén tay minh. “3/5,” ¢6 lam bam, “chi vi ngudi dimg dau cau tha. i théi. Hay hoan tit bao cdo ciia cau va quay vé gip
bac Chiron.”

Trén duong dén Nha Lén, chiing t6i doc bao céo cudi cing. PO 1 chir viét tay trén mot 14 phong dén tir mot thin rimg ¢ Canada. Néu diéu nay xay ra,
to gidy nay khién t6i cam thy t& hon nira.

“Giri Grover,” t6i doc 16n. “Cac khu rimg & bén ngoai Toronto bi tAn cong boi mdt con limg doc ac khdng 16. C6 am nhur cau d goi y va trigu hdi stre
manh ctia than Pan. Khong hi¢u qua. Rat nhiéu cay ctia cac nit thiry than bi pha hiy. Rut lui vé Ottawa. Xin dua ra 101 khuyén. Cau dang o dau? —
Gleeson Hedge, nguoi bao v¢.”

Annabeth nhiin mét. “Cau khong nghe duoc bt ci tin gi tir cAu Ay sao? Tham chi vi soi ddy linh cam ctia hai ngurdi sao?”

Toi budn ba ic dau.

K& tir mia hé néim ngodii khi thin Pan qua do4, ban ciia ching t0i — Grover da ra di ngiy mbt xa hon. Hoi ddng Truong ko Cloven da déi xir véi cu dy
nhur mt nguoi bi ruong bo. Nhung Grover van ticp tuc di khap B Bong, ¢6 lan truyén 10i nhén ctia than Pan va thuyét phuc cac tinh linh tyr nhién bao vé
céac phan nho cua thién nhién hoang da trong chinh Ianh tho ctia hg. Cau ay chi quay vé trai doi lan dé tham ban gai Juniper r6i lai ra di.

Lén gan déy nhét toi nghe duoc cau 4y dang & Central Park, tap hop cac nir thén cdy, nhung khong ai nhin thiy hay nghe thiy gi tir cau 4y trong hai
thang nay. Chiing t6i da b goi cac thong diép Iris. Ching khong thé ndo thong duroc. Toi co mot soi ddy linh cam voi Grover, vi thé toi hy vong minh s&
biét néu c6 bat ctr diéu gl xau xay dén véi cdu dy. Grover da timg ndi voi toi trude day ring néu cau Ay chét, soi ddy linh cam co thé ciing s& giét chét

t61. Nhung t6i khong chéc lidu diéu d6 1a ding hay sai.

Toi twr hoi khong biét libu cau Ay c6 con & Mahattan khong nhi. R t6i chot nhd ra vé bire phac hoa ciia Rachel — cc dam méy den dang tién dén bao
pht bau troi thanh phd, mdt doi quan tu tip quanh Toa nha Empire State.

“Annabeth.” Toi kéo co dy ngimg lai & san bong dam T6i biét minh dang chudc ly ric rdi, nhung t6i khong biét phai tin ai. Voi lai toi luén can 1oi
Kkhuyén tir Annabeth. “Nghe nay, t& c6 gidc mo v&, trm, Rachel...”

T6i ké cho c6 4y nghe tir dau chi cudi, tham chi ca vé buc tranh ky la lic Luke hdi bé.

Trong mit ltic, ¢6 4y khong n6i bét cir diéu gi. Sau d6 ¢6 Ay cudn bang diém kiém tra trong tay minh qué chét dén ndi xé rach né ra. “Cau mudn to ndi
g‘l?”

“T6 khong chc. Cau 12 nha chién hrge gioi nhit ma t6 biét. Néu cau la Kronos va 1én k& hoach cho cudc chién nay, cau s lam gi tiép theo?”
“T6 s& sir dung Typhon im mdi nhir. Rdi t6 s& danh théing Ién dinh Olympus, trong khi cac than déu dang 6 phia tiy.”

“Plng y nhur trong tranh ctia Rachel.”

“Percy,” giong co Ay danh lai, “Rachel chi i mot con ngudi.”

“Nhung néu gide mo ciia 0 dy ding thi sao? Hai g Titan khéc d6 — ching da n6i a dinh Olympus s& bj tiéu digt chi & van d thoi gian ma thoi. Ching
da n6i ching c6 thém nhicu thach thire khac. Va buc tranh vé Luke khi con bé co lién quan gi...”

“Chiing ta chi phai sin sang cho moi chuyén.”
“Nhur thé n40?” t6i n6i. “Hay nhin trai ctia chiing ta xem. Ching ta thim chi khong thé ngimg viéc d4u d4 1n nhau. Va t& phai dé cho linh hon ngu ngde
cua t& bi thu nhan nira chir.”

C5 4y ném cudn gidy xubng, “Té biét 1 khong nén cho cau biét 1o tién tri.” Giong c6 4y ddy gian dit va ton throng, “Vi tit ca nhimg diéu d6 da im cau
so hai. Cau bo roi moi thir khi ciu so hai”



T6i nhin chiim chiim vao ¢6 Ay, hoan toan choang vang, “T6 w? Bo roi moi thir sao?”

C6 4y nhin thing vao mit t6i. “Ding thé, chinh | cau. C4u la db hén, Percy Jackson!”

Ching t6i grdm gurdm nhin nhau. D61 it ¢ Ay do, va t6i dot nhién nhén ra ring khi c6 4y goi toi la dd he ¢b Ay khong phai néi dén 1i tién tri.
“Néu cau khong thich cac kha ning cia trai ching ta,” ¢6 4y n6i, “cau c6 thé du ky nghi cling voi Rachel.”

“Annabeth...”

“Néu cau khong thich tinh ban ctia ching ta.”

“Nhur thé khong cong bang!”

Co 4y déy t0i ra va vimg vang di vé phia cac ruéng dau. Ngang qua chd qua bong, ¢d dy danh manh vio né va Bmné quay day gian dit quanh cot
chong,

T6i mudn ndi 1 ngity ctia toi tré nén t6t hon ké tir lic d6. Di nhién, khong hé.

Chiéu hom d6, ching toi tu hop lai quanh lira trai dé n6i 101 vinh biét va ddt vai liém an tang ctia anh Beckendorf. Tham chi nha thin Ares va nha thin
Apollo déu kéu goi tam thoi dinh chién dé tham dur.

Tém vai liém ciia anh Beckendorf durgc lim tir cac miit xich kim logi nhur 4o giap mt xich. Toi cling khong hiéu im thé ndo n6 lai c6 thé bi dot chéy,
nhung c6 the Ba N than Ménh da giip d. Tam kim loai tan chdy trong Itra va bién thanh mot lan khoi vang bay 1én troi. Mau séc Iira trai thuong phan
anh tAm trang ctlia céc trai vién, va hdmnay n6 c6 mau den.

Toé1 hy vong 11nhh6n anh Beckendorf's dén Elysium C6 I anh 4y tham chi s& chon dé tai sinh va c6 ging dén dugc Elysium trong ba cudc doikhac
nhau. Vinhu thé anh éy ¢6 thé dén duoc Quan Pao Chan Phuc, 1a noi duge xem nhur dai ban doanh ctia nhitng nguoi toi thirong 6 Dia Nguc. Néu bat
ctr ai xtirng dang véi dicu do, thi d6 chinh 1a anh Beckendorf.

Annabeth rdi di m chéing ndi vdi t6i ki nio. Phén I6n cc trai vién khéc rdi di cho cac hoat dong ban chiéu ctia ho. Toi chi dimg d6, nhin chém chéim
vao dong lira da lui tan. Silena dimg gan d6 khéc khi Clarisse va ban trai ctia ¢6 ta — Chris Rodriguez ¢6 tim cach an ti.

Cubi cting ti ciing ¢6 can dam budc dén. “Nay Silena, t6 that sur Iy am tic.”

C0 dy sut sit. Clarisse trimg it voi t0i, nhung ¢ Ay ludn trimg it v6i moi ngwdi. Chris hiu nhu tranh khong nhin toi. C4u ta timg & mdt trong s6
nhitng tén linh ctia Luke cho dén khi Clarisse ctru cu ta tir Mé Cung vao miia h¢ nimngodi, va t6i dodn ciu ta van cam thay c6 16i vé dicu do.

Toi hang giong “Silena, céu biét ddy, anh Beckendorfda mang theo anh cau. Anh 4y da nhin n6 ngay trurde khi bon té bude vao cude chién. Caucod y
nghia rt 16n v6i anh dy. Cu da lim cho nim vira qua 1 khoang thoi gian tuyét voi nhét cia anh 4y.”

Silena khoc thdn thirc.

“Lam t6t ddy, Percy,” Clarisse lau bau.

“Khong, khong sao dau,” Sillena ndi. “Camon... camon cau, Percy. Té phai di.”

“Caumudn t6 di ciing khong?”” Clarisse hoi.

Silena lic dau chay wut di

“C6 Ay manh m& hon vé bé ngoai,” Clarisse n6i kh&, gin nhu tir néi véi chinh minh. “C 4y s& vuot qua thoi.”

“Cau c6 thé gip,” toi goi chuyén. “Cau c6 thé vinh danh anh Beckendorf bing cach chién d4u vai bon t6.”

Clarisse dinh rat dao, nhung né khong ¢ & d6 nita. C ta da trot quing né Ién ban bong ban & Nha Lon roi.

“P6 khong phai chuyén ctia 61, ¢6 ta gim Ién. “Nha t6i khong c6 duge su kinh trong, t6i s& khong chién dau.”

Toi nhan ra ¢6 ta khong ndi theo van. Co6 thé co ta khong ¢ lic cé nha cd ta bj nguyén riia, hogc c6 theé co ta ¢6 cach dé phé v bua chu. Véi mot cai
rung minh, t6i tir hoi liéu Clarisse ¢6 the a gian diép ctia Kronos ¢ trai khong. D6 ¢6 phai a lyién c6 ta ngan nha minh khong tham gia tran chién? Nhung
cting nhieu nhu viéc t6i khong thich Clarisse, viéc gian di€p cho céc than Titan duong nhu khdng phai 1a tac phong ctia b ta.

“Puoc thoi,” t61 ndi véi ¢b ta. “Té khong mubn n6i didu ndy ra, nhung cau chiu on t¢ mdt in. Cau s& chét dan chét mdn trong hang ctia Cyclops ¢ Bién
Quéi Vit néu t¢ khong co mit & d6.”

C6 ta nghién ring, “Bét cir diéu gi khéc, Percy. Khong phai diéu nay. Nha than Ares da khong duoc tn trong qua nhiéu lan. Va dimg nghi 1 toi khong



biét moi ngurdi ndi gi vé toi sau ung toi nhé.”

T6i mudn ndi, Umy, diing thé ddy. Nhung t6i da im miéng lai.

“Thé... clﬁng E cau dé mac Kronos tiéu diét bon t& sao?”

“Néu cu thue sy can toi gitp, hily bao nha thin Apollo dura ¢ xe d6 cho ching t6i.”

“Cau diing 1 d tré con to xac.”

Cb ta tin cong t6i nhung Chrris d4 xen vao gitta. “Théi ndo, cac cdu,” cdu ta noi. “Clarisse ndy, cau biét khong, c6 18 Percy n6i ciing ¢6 phan dung ddy.”
C0 ta quat lai cau ta. “Khong phai ca cau nita chia!”

Cb ta bo di voi Chris ing nhing di theo. “Nay, doi t6! T6 chi mubn n6i... Clarisse, doi t véil”

T6i nhin nhitng tan Kira cudi cling tir tAm vai liém ctia anh Beckendorf cudn cudn bay vao bau troi chidu. Roi t6i quay ng di vé phia truong dau kiém.
T6i can thu giain, va t6i muon gap lai ngudi ban ¢l
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Chuong 5: Toi cudi cho huc vao than cay
Con O’ Leary nhan ra t6i trude khi t6i nhin ra n6, d6 1 mot manh 16i kha t6t néu tinh dén viée nd ¢6 kich thude ctia mdt chiée xe réc. Toi bude vao
troong dau va mot burc trong mau den dam sam vao toi.
“GU GU!I”
Diéu tiép theo t6i nhdn ra A t6i néim bep trén mit dat voi mdt ci chan khong 16 dé Ién ngue ti va mdt ci ludi nhu mdt miéng chii chén dia Bril-o pad
ngoai kho dang liem liem lén mat toi.
“Oil” 161 kéu Ién. “Nay, bé cung. Tao ciing vui khi duoc gip lai may. Oil”
Phéi mit dén mdt vai phit, con O’Leary mdi binh tinh lai v leo xudng khéi ngudi toi. Dén liic 4y, ca ngudi i udt sing nude dai chd. N6 mubn duge
choi tro nhit ve, vi the t6i da nhat tam khién 1én va quang nd sang phan bén kia ctia trurong dau.
Nhan tién, con O’Leary i con ché ngao dia ngyc thén thign duy nhét trén thé gi6i. Toi hd nhur duge thira ké n6 khi nguoi chi trde ciia n6 chét. N6
song ¢ trai, nhung anh Beckendorf... trm, anh Beckendorf thurdng chém s6c n6 moi khi t6i di vang. Anh ay 1 nguoi da dic cho con O"Leary khiic
xuong nhai bang dong yéu thich ctia n6. Anh dy cling da rén cho n6 vong ¢ voi nhirng khuon miit cudi va the tn c6 hinh hai khic xwong bat chéo.
Ngoai tdi ra, nd coi anh I3 ban than nhat.
Nighi v& nhirng diéu d6 khién t6i lai budn ba tr6 lai, nhung t6i ném ci khién thém mot vai in nira vi con O’Leary ci ¢d nai.
Nhung r6i n6 bt dau stia — mdt am thanh hoi I6n hon sting pho mdt chit — nhur thé n6 mudn di dao vay. Céc trai vién khéc khong nghi viéc no di v
sinh trong trurong dau 1 chuyén khoi hai. N6 da gy ra hon mdt tai nan trurot va ngdl dang tiec. Vi the 61 d3 md cac canh cura ctia trurdng dau va nd chay
vot vé phia cac canh rimg,
Toi chay chim chdm phia sau nd, khong qué lo ]ang vé viée nd dang chay ¢ phia trude. Khong co thir gi trong rimg ¢6 thé de doa con O’Leary. Ngay
ca nhitng con rong va nhitng con bod cap khdng 16 ciing b chay mit dép khi nd dén gan.
Khi t6i dudi kip né, nd dang khong di vé sinh. N6 dang dimg & khoang rimg trng quen thude noi mi Hoi dong Trudng o Cloven trude ddy da xir
Grover. Canh & day tiéu diéu qua. Co vang ta ca. Ba ngai cdy duoc tao hinh gitr d3 trui hét 1a. Nhung d6 khong phai la diéu khién toi bat ngd. O ngay
giita trang co 1a bo ba la Ring nhat ma t6i da ting thay: ni than cay Juniper, Nico di Angelo va mdt than rimg rat gia va cuc ky béo.
Chi c6 mdi mot minh Nico i khong phat hoang khi nhin thay con O’ Leary. Cau ta trong kha giéng nhu t0i da nhin thiy trong gidc mo ciia t6i — 4o khodc
phi cong, quan Jeans den va 4o phong in hinh cac by xuong nhay miia nhu mdt trong cac birc anh vé Ngay cia Nguoi Chét d6. Thanh kiém sét Stygian
treo ling ling & mdt bén héng. Cau ta chi moi murdi hai tudi nhung trong gia dzn va budn ba hon nhidu so véi tudi.
CAu ta gt dau khi nhin thiy 01, sau d6 quay lai cdo cao vao tai con O”Leary. N6 ngiri ngiri chn ciu ta nhur thé cu ta a thi thi vi nhéit ngoai mon nac
suon bo. La con trai ctia than Hades, céu ta chac chan da di dén tat ca cic noi ¢d nhitng chi chd ngao dia nguc than thién.

Thén rimg gid trong khong vui vé im. “Liéu ai d6 — sinh vat dia nguc ndy dang Am gi trong rimg ciia ta!” Ong ta vay vAy tay va nhay 16c coc nhur thé mit
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c6 dang rét nong vay. “Cau do, Percy Jackson! D6 ¢6 phai la con quéi vat ctia cau khong?”

“Xin 16, Leneus,” ti n6i. “Do 1 tén ong, phai khong nhi?”’

Thén rimg tron mét. B9 1ong ctia ong ta ¢6 mau xédm kho va dung dimg, clng véi mdt mang nhén géing giita hai stmg cia dng ta. C4i bung by khién ong
ta trong giong mot chiec xe dién dung vo dich. “Ding, dinhién ta 1a Leneus. Dimg noi vdi ta 1a cau da quén mot thanh vién ctia Hoi dong qua nhanh nhur
thé. Gid thi bao con cho ctia cau ra cho khac choi!”

“GU GU!” Con O’Leary mirng rd sta.

Vi thin rimg gia nudt xudng. “Bao no tranh ra di! Juniper, ta s& khong gitp c6 trong tinh hudng nhur thé nay!”

Juniper quay vé phia to1. Co 4y dep theo cach ctia mdt nit thin rimg, voi chiéc 40 dAm bang vai the miu tia va khudn mét yéu tinh, nhung doi it ¢6 lai
tiét ra mau xanh cua chat diép luc vi dang khéc.

“Percy,” ¢b Ay sut sit. “Td chi dang hoi vé Grover. Té biét ¢6 diéu g d6 da xay ra. Cau dy s& khong di au nhur thé néu cau Ay khong gip ric r6i. TG
dang hy vong Leneus...”

“Ta d4 n6i voi ¢6!” vi than rimg phan ddi. “C6 dang trd' nén khé hon khi khong c6 ké phan boi d6.”

Juniper dam chan. “Cau 4y khong phai 1 ké phan boi! Cau dy 14 than rimg diing cam nhét va t6i nudn biét cau Ay dang & dau!”
“GU GU!”

Hai d4u gbi Leneus run iy bdy. “Ta... ta s& khong tra 101 cac cau hoi voi con ché ngao dia nguc nay dang ngiri vao dudi cia ta!”
Nico trong nhur thé dang ¢b nhin cuoi. “Em s& dan con ché di dao,” cau ta dé nghi.

Vira nghe Nico huyt sao, con O’ Leary di theo cau ta dén phia cubi xa xa ctia khu rimg,

Mat do tia tai vi tire gidn, Leneus phii cac canh con khoi do minh. “Gics thi, nhur ta dang cb giai thich, quy ¢ tré tubi, ban trai cd da khong goi bt ctr
bao cdo ndo ké tir khi chiing ta bo phi€u dua cau ta di luu day.”

“Céc ong da cd bo phiéu dé dua cau Ay di day,” t6i chira lai. “Bac Chiron va than Dionysus d ngin cac ong lai.”
“Cha! Ho chi I thanh vién danh du ctia Hoi dong. Phiéu ctia ho khong hop 16.”

“To6i s& ké cho than Dionysus nhitng diéu 6ng vira n6i

Leneus xanh mt. “Ta chi mu6n néi— Gio thi nghe day, Jackson. Pay khong phai 1 chuyén ctia cau!”

“Grover la ban t61,” t01 noi. “Céu éy khong néi dbi vé c4i chét cta thin Pan. Chinh mt t6i da chirng kién. Céc ong chi qua so hai dé clﬁp nhan su that
th6i.”

Moi Leneus run run. “Khéng! Grover 1 db déi tra va 1 d6 bo di. Ching ta trd nén t6t hon khi khong c6 cau ta.”

Toéi chi Yé phia nhitng c4i ngai da héo quét lai. “Néu moi chuyén trd nén tdt hon, vy nhimg ngudi ban ctia dng dau? Trong c6 vé nhu Hoi dong gin day
ciing chang c¢6 hop hanh gi.”

“Maron va Silenus... Ta... ta‘che"tc ho s€ quay lai,” ong ta ndi, nhung t6i ¢6 thé nghe droc su hoang mang trong giong n6i ciia 6ng ta. “Ho dang can mot ft
thoi gian dé suy nghi. Namr6i qua rat bat an.”

“Moi viéc s& dang tré nén ngity cang bt an hon,” t6i cam doan. “Leneus ndy, ching t6i cin Grover. Ong s& ¢6 cach tim dwoc cu dy véi phép thudt ciia
6 ng 2

Doi mit ctia vi thin rimg gid co rim lai. “Ta da n6i rdi, ta khong nghe duoc tin tire gi tir cau ta. CO 1§ cau ta da chét rdi”

Juniper khoc néc kén.

“Cau 4y khong chét,” toi noi. “Toi ¢6 thé camnhan duoc diéu d6.”

“Soi ddy linh cam,” Leneus khinh khinh néi. “Rét khong dang tin cay.”

“Thé hoi tham moi ngudi xem sao,” t6i khing khing. “Tim cau 4y. Mot cude chién sip xay dén. Grover dang chuan bj cho cac tinh linh ty nhién.”
“Khodng c6 sur cho phép cua ta sao! Va nhan tién, day khong phai i cude chién cta ching ta.”

Toi tim chat Ay 40 somi ciia 6ng ta, nghiém tic ma n6i, diéu nay khong giong t6i chit ndo, nhung gi dé gid ngu ngde nay dang lam t6i dién tiét. “Nghe



day, Leneus. Khi Kronos tﬁn cOng vao, hin s& mang theo Irﬁ)( bay ché ngao dia nguc. Hin ta s& tiéu diét t£1~t ca moi thr trén dudng cla hén — nguoi
thudng, cac i than, cac 4 than. Ong nght hén s& dé cho cac than rimg thoat sao? Ong duoc cho 1 ngudi dan dau. Vay DN DU. Hay ra khoi ddy va
nhin xem dicu gi dang xay ra. Tim Grover, va mang dén cho Juniper mjt vai tin tirc. Gio thi BI DI!”

Toi da khong ddy ong ta qua manh, nhung dng ta lai khé niing. Vi thé ong ta da ngi dap mong xudng dét, roi om com bo ddy va bo chay thyc mang voi
céi bung Itc la lic Iac. “Grover s& khong bao gio duoc chap nhén! Cau ta s€ chét duong chét chog cho xem.”

Khi dng ta bién mit‘ vao trong cac bui cdy, Juniper lau nurée miét. “T6 xin 161, Percy. T khong c6 ¥ 16i cau vao. Leneus di sao ciing i chua té thé gidi tir
nhién. Céu khong can bién 6ng ta thanh ké th.”

“Khong sao,” t6i n6i. “Té da ¢6 cac ké thir con té hon nhidu so voi thin rimg béo phi.”

Nico quay lai chd ching t6i. “Lam tot Eim, anh Percy. Can i vao dau phan dé rai doc duong, em dodn anh lim o so chét khiép.”

Toi lo 14 t6i biét duoc Iy do tai sao Nico c6 mit & ddy, nhung t6i ¢d mim cuoi. “Chio mimg em quay lai. Em dén chi dé gip Juniper thoi sao?”
Nico d6 mt. “Um, khong, Tinh c& théi. Em dén... ding lic Juniper va Leneus dang ban chuyén.”

“Cau éy khién bon emsg gﬁn chét!” Juniper néi. “Hién ra tir bong t6i. Nhung Nico, céu la con trai cta thin Hades. Cau c6 chic [a cau da khong nghe
thay bat cur dieu gi vé Grover khong?”’

Nico chuyén chuyén chan. “Juniper, nhur em da ¢6 néi v6i chi.. ngay ca khi Grover 6 chét, anh 4y s& tai sinh thanh mot loai cdy gi d6 trong tur nhién. Em
khong thé cam nhén duoc nhitng thir nhu the, trir inh hon ctia con nguoi.”

“Nhung liéu cau ¢6 nghe duoc bt cir didu gi khong?” ¢6 Ay nai xin, dat tay minh Ién canh tay Nico. “C6 bt cir didu gi khong?”
Hai m4 Nico tré nén do hon. “U,, chéc chén roi. Em s& sin sang Fing nghe.”

“Bon t6 s& tim cau Ay, Juniper,” t6i hita. “Grover van con séng, t¢ chéc chin ddy. Chéc do 1y do ngé ngén ndo d6 cau Ay da khong lién lac v6i ching
ta.?’

C6 Ay rau i gat dau. “Té ghét viée khong thé rdi khoi rimg. Cau dy c6 thé & bt cir noi ndo, con t6 thi b niic ket & day chd doi. O, néu céi gi dé ngu
ngoc d6 tu lam cho minh bi thuong...”

Con O’Leary nhay lui nhay t6i va bat dau chi y dén chiéc 40 ddm ctia Juniper.
Juniper hét Ién. “Oi, khong, khong duoc lam thé! T4 biét 16 vé chuyén nhitng con chd danh hoi Ién ciy roi. TG phai di day!”
Cb 4y bién miét trong mén swrong méu xanh Iyc. Con O’Leary trong that thit vong, nhung nd ia i ach tim kiém myc tiéu khac, dé t6i ¢ lai cing véi Nico.

Nico gb gb thanh kiém ctia minh lén it dt. Mot dong xurong dong vét nho xiu troi lén khoi mt dat. Ching tyr gin két vao véi nhau tao thinh mdt con
chudt dong xwong va chay bién di. “Em lay lam tiéc khi nghe tin vé anh Beckendort.”’

C6 thir gi d6 nghen lai trong cd ti. “Sao em biét...”
“Emda n6i chuyén véi hon ma ciia anh dy.”

“O... ding thé.” Toi chura bao gidr quen v6i sur that ring cau nhoc murdi hai tudi ny danh thoi gian n6i chuyén voi ngudi chét nhiéu hon 1a voi nguoi song,
“Anh ay ¢ n6i gi khong?”

“Anh 4y khong trach gl anh ca. Anh 4y doan J anh dang tur trach chinh minh, va anh dy n6i i anh khong nén lim
“Thé anh 4y 6 tinh tai sinh khong?”

Nico fic dau. “Anh 4y dang & Elysium Néi ring anh 4y dang doi ai d6. Khong chéc y anh dy 1 gi nhung anh Ay dwong nhu hai ong véi cai chét ciia

Diéu d6 khong an i ti nhidu Fim, nhung n6 ciing gitip t6i voi bét.

“Anh mo thiy em ¢ nii Tam,” t6i ndi voi Nico. “Diéu dé...”

“La that,” cau ta néi. “Emkhéng c6 y dinh theo ddi cac Titan, nhung khi d6 em chi tinh cd & gﬁn do.”
“Lam gi?”

Nico kéo kéo day deo kiém ctia minh. “Lan theo déu... anh biét ddy, gia dinh em.”

Toi git dau. Toi biét qua khir a chi d& khién cau dau long. Tir nho cho dén hai nam trurée Nico va chi gai Bianca bi dong bang thoi gian & mdt noi dugc



goi la Song bai Hoa Sen. Ho dé ¢ d6 trong khoang bay muroi nam Cubi cling, mdt vi luat sur bi 4n da ctru ho va cho hai ngudi theo hoc ¢ mot trudng ndi
trt, nhung Nico khong c6 bét cir ky (rc ndo vé cude song cua minh trude khi dén song bai. Cau ta khong biét gi vé me rudt. Cau ta ciing khong biét
nguoi ludt su do la ai, hay 1y do ho bi dong bang vé thoi gian hay Iy do cho viéc duge phép tir do. Sau khi Bianca chét va dé Nico lai mot minh don doc,
cdu ta bi am anh boi viée tim kiém cac ciu tra 1oi.

“Vay chuyén do ra sao roi?”” t6i hoi. “Co may mén gi khong?”

“Khong,” cau ta ku bau. “Nhung em s& nhanh chéng ¢6 dirge mdt manh mdi moi.”

“Manh mdi nio?”

Nico cin mdi. “Gidr diéu d6 khong quan trong, Anh biét tai sao em lai dén day ma.”

“Nico, anh khong biét,” t6i ndi. “Viée d6 dudng nhu kha kinh khing.”

“Anh ciing biét la Typhon dang dén trong bao lau... mdt tuin dtng khong? Phin 16n cac Titan khac hién déu dugc giai thoét va theo phe Kronos. C6 &
gi0 1a Tac nghi vé nhitng diu kinh khing d6.”

Toi quay dau nhin v& phia trai. Ngay ca ¢ khoang cach xa thé nay, t6i vin co thé nghe dugc tiéng cac trai vién nha than Ares va nha than Apollo danh
nhau, hét 1én nhitng 161 nguyén ria va ngdm nhitng cau tho dé hoi.

“Ho khong phai i déi thit ctia d6i quéan Titan,” Nico n6i. “Anh biét diéu d6 mi. Pay 1 cude ddi dau giira anh voi Luke. Va dé i cach duy nhit néu anh
muon danh bai Luke.”

T6i nhé lai cude chién trén con tau Cong chia Andromeda. Toi da chién dAu trong vo vong. Kronos gan nhur giét chét t6i voi mot vét cat trén canh tay
61, va t61 thdm chi khong thé khién héin bi thurong, Thanh Thity Triéu cir swot qua da thit hén.

“Ching ta ¢4 thé mang lai cho anh strc manh tuong tu nhur thé,” Nico ra stre thuyét phuc. “Anh da nghe vé Loi Pai Tién Tri. Trir khi anh mudn linh hon
minh bj mot vii khi bi nguyén ria thu nhan...”

Toi tyr hoi im sao Nico nghe duoc 14 tién tri — chéic chéic 1 tir mdt hdn ma ndo do.

“Em khong thé ngiin mdt 10i tién tri,”” ti néi.

“Nhung anh c6 thé chdng lai n6.” P6i mét Nico phat ra thir anh sang ky la va khao khat. “Anh c6 thé tré nén bat kha chién bai”
“C6 I8 ching ta nén doi. C6 chién d4u ma khong can...”

-

“Khong!” Nico gao Ién. “Anh phai quyét dinh ngay!

T6i ngAn ngwoi nhin cau ta. Toi da khong nhin thiy nhimg tia ra gian dit nhur thé ctia cau nhdc trong mot khoang thoi gian dai. “Um, em chéic B em 6n
chu?”

Cau ta hit that sau. “Anh Percy, tit ca nhing gi em mudn n6i ... mdt khi cude chién duoc bat dau, chiing ta s&€ khong thé thure hién duoc chuyén di éy
nira. Bay 1a co hdi cudi cing cta ching ta. Emxin 16i néu em qua thic ép anh, nhung hai nim trude day chi gai emda hy sinh cuje doi minh dé€ bao vé
anh. Em nuion anh tran trong dicu d6. Bang moi cach, anh phai song va danh bai Kronos.”

To6i khong thich ¥ turdng nay. Nhung khi nghi v& viée Annabeth goi t6i 1 d6 hén, t6i lai ndi gian.

Nico ¢6 ly. Néu Kronos tin cong New York, cAc trai vién s& khong phai 1 d6i thit ctia quén doi ctia hén ta. Toi phéi lam diéu gi d6. Cach ciia Nico rét
nguy hiém— thdm chi con co thé gay chet ngudi. Nhung né co theé mang lai cho t6i loi the chién dau.

“Puoc 101, 11 quyét dinh. “Trude hét ching ta s& phai hm gi?”

Nu cuoi lanh ing son gai 6¢ ciia Nico khién t6i hdi hdn vi da dong y. “Dau tién ching ta can v& lai céc budc ctia Luke. Ching ta can phai biét nhiéu hon
vé qué khir va thoi tho du cia héin ta,”

T6i rimg minh, nghi v& birc tranh ctia Rachel trong gidc mo' ctia t6i — cau bé Luke 1én chin dang mim cudi. “Sao ching ta can phai biét vé didu d6?”
“Em s& giai thich khi ching ta dén d6,” Nico néi. “Em da 1an ra dwoc d4u vét me ctia héin. Ba ta song & Connecticut.”

Toi liéc nhin cau ta. Toi chura bao gior nghii nhidu vé ngurdi me ngudi thurong ctia Luke. Toi d4 gip cha hin ta, than Hermes, nhung me han...

“Luke da bo nha di khi héin ta con kha nho,” t6i néi. “Anh khong nghii me hin ta van con séng

“0, ba ta van con séng.” Céi cach ciu ta n6i khién toi tyr hoi c6 chuyén gi xau d xay ra véi ba ta. Ba ta 1 loai nguoi khing khiép nhur thé nao?

“Purge 1di...” t0i ni. “Vay ching ta dén Connecticut bang cach nio? Anh ¢ thé goi Blackjack...”



“Khong.”” Nico cau co. “Lii pegasus d6 khong thich em, va em cting vdy. Nhung khong can phai bay d4u anh.” C4u ta huyt gi6 va con O’Leary nhay
cang lén phdng tir trong rig ra.

“Nguoi ban ndy ctia anh ¢6 thé gitp.” Nico vd ddu né. “Anh chura bao gios thir di chuyén trong bong t6i dung khong?”

“Di chuyén trong bong 612

Nico thi thAm vao tai con O’Leary. N6 nghiéng du va hoan toan sin sang,

“Lén di anh,” Nico bao toi.

Toi chura bao gioy nghi dén chuyén cudi mdt con ché trude ddy, nhung con O’Leary chic chin ki du Ion. T6i leo 1én hung va ndm By vong c6 ctia nd.
“Diéu nay s& khién no rét mét moi,” Nico canh bao, “vi thé anh khong thé thuong xuyén m diéu ndy. Va 16 hoat dong hi¢u qua nhét vao ban dém
Nhung tat ca bong t6i déu cting mot dang, Chi co duy nhat mot bong toi, va cac loai vat ctia Pia nguc c6 the sir dung né nhur mdt con dudng hay mot
canh ctra.”

“Anh chéing hiéu gi ca,” ti noi.

“Khéng,” Nico noi. “Em ciing phai mét mdt thoi gian dai m6i hiéu dugc. Nhung con O’Leary biét phai lim gi. Cir bao v6i nd noi can dén. Noi véinb —
Westport, nha ciia May Castellan.”

“Emkhéng dia?”
“Purng lo,” cau ta ndi. “Ems€ gip anh o

T6i hoi so héi, nhung t6i ctii ngudi xudng tai con O’Leary. “Pugc 161, bé gai. Um, may c6 thé dira tao dén Westport, Connecticut khong? Pén noi & ctia
May Castellan?”

Con O’Leary ngiri ngiri trong khong khi. N6 nhin vao bong ti ctia khu rimg. Rdin6 lao thing vé phia trude, tién thing vé phia cay soi.
Ngay trude khi ching t6i va vao 16, ching t6i di vao vimg bong tdi lanh 8o nhur phin tdi ctia it tréing,
Ban dang doc truyén Vi Than Cudi Cuing duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 6: Banh cookie cia toi bi chay den
Toi & khong gioi thiéu viée di chuyén trong bong i néu ban so nhitng diéu sau:

Bong thi.

Céi lanh budt xwong séng cta ban.

Cac amthanh la.

Di qua nhanh khién ban cam thay nhur da mt minh dang bi boc ra.

Noi cach khac, t6i nghi chuyén nay that kinh s Trong mot phut dau, toi khong thé nhin thiy duoc gi. Toi chi ¢6 thé cam nhin dugc 1ong ciia con
O’Leary va céc ngdn tay t6i ndm chiit quanh cic nit xich dong trén vong c6 ctia con cho.

Phit tiép theo bong t5i bién ddi dan thanh canh méi. Ching t6i dang dtmg trén vach d4 trong cic canh rimg ctia Connecticut. Hay it ra n6 gidng bang
Connecticut n t0i c6 mdt vai lan ghé qua — nhiéu cay xanh, cc tuong da thap, nhitng ngdi nha lon. Bén dudi chin mdt bén ctia véch da, mdt con
duong cao tdc cit ngang hém nti. Bén dudi mit con lai 14 san sau ctia mdt nguoi ndo d6. Co ngoi d6 that rong — hoang vu hon ca bai co. Cannha 6 I
mot can nha kiéu thude dia cao hai ting, son méu tring, Bat chdp sur tht ring n6 & ngay phia bén kia dbi tinh tir dudng cao tdc, nhung né trong nhu thé
dang & mot noi xa x6i héo lanh ndo do6. Toi ¢6 thé nhin thiy 4nh dén phat sang bén trong cira s6 nha bép. Mot c4i du cii bac méu dimg yén bén dudi gbe
cay tao.

Toi khong thé trong tuong ra duoc viée song trong mdt can nha nhur thé, voi san sau va moi thir nh thé. Toi da sdng trong mdt can hd bé ti hay phong
ngi tap thé & trurdng trong sudt cude doi. Néu déy 1a nha Luke, t6i tir hoi sao hén lai mudn bo nha ra di.

Con O’Leary o d4o. T6i nhé nhitng gi Nico da néi vé viée di chuyén trong bong ti s& rit can sirc ctia nd, vi thé t6i trurot xubng khoi lung nd. N6 ha
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miéng ngap 10 to, khing long T-Rex nhin thiy ciiing phai so phat khiép. Sau do, né cudn trdn nguoi lai va tha manh nguoi xudng am ca mt dat rung
chuyén.

Nico hién ra ngay canh t6i, nhur thé bong t6i tdi sAm lai va tao nén ciu ta. Cauta loang choang nhung t6i da bat duoc canh tay cdu ta.
“Emkhong sao,” Nico ¢ dimg vitng, sau d6 dwa tay dui dui mt.

“Sao em lam duoc diéu d6?”

“Luyén tap. C6 doi khi ddm sam vao cac bure turdng, Mot vai chuyén di tinh cd sang tin Trung Qudc.”

Con O’Leary bét dau ngay. Néu khong co tiéng Am am ctia xe cd dang sau ching toi, t6i chic n s& danh thirc toan bd vimg lin can.
“Em ciing s& chop mit mot lat sa0?”

Cauta Fic dau. “Lan dAu tién khi em thuc hién viée di chuyén trong béng i, em bét tinh trong diing mdt tuan. Gio nd chi lam emhoi ué oai, nhung em
khong thé thre hién viée d6 mdt vai lin trong mdt dém. Con O’ Leary s& khong di bt ctr noi d4u trong mot quang thoi gian.”

“Viy chiing ta c6 mdt it thoi gian tt & Connecticut.” Téi liéc cin nha thude dia mau tring, “Gior thi> “Chiing ta rung chudng thdi,” Nico néi.

Néu t6i i me ciia Luke, khong doi ndo t6i mo cira d6n hai théng nhoc la it vao giira dém khuya. Nhung t6i chéing ¢6 chit ndo giong me ctia Luke ca.
Toi biét diéu d6 tham chi trrde khi ching t6i di dén cira trude. Xép thanh hang doc 16i di 1 nhimg con thi nhdi hat x5p nhé mé ban thudng thiy trong
cura hang lwu niém. Chiing 14 nhirng con sur ttr, lon, rong, ran nhiéu dau thu nho, thim chi ba ay con c6 mot con Minotaur nho mang mot chice ta 6t hiéu
Minotaur bé xiu xiu. Dyra theo hinh déng xep Iép cta ching, nhitng dong vét hat x6p nay da duoc dat @ ¢ ddy trong mot thoi gian dai, it nhét i tir dao

tuyét tan vao mia xuAn nim ngodi. Mot trong s cac con ran nhidu dau cd mdt ciy non nhii ra giita miy cai ¢b ctia no.

Mai hién trude nha treo diy chudng io. Céc manh thuy tinh va kim loai sang bong kéu leng keng mbi khi c6 g6 nhe thdi qua. Céc day ruy bang kéu leng
keng nhur nurée va khién t6i nhan ra minh can st dung nha vé sinh. Toi khong biét im thé nio m ba Castellan ¢6 thé chiu dugc toan bo tiéng dn ny.

Cénh ctra truée duoc son mau ngoc lam. Cai tén CASTELLAN duoc viét bing tiéng Anh va bén dudi 1 tiéng Hy Lap:

Nico quay sang nhin toi. “San sang chua?”’

Cau ta con chura kip g0 1én canh cira thi né d3 md toang,

“Luke!” ngudi phy nir gia kéu én ddy hanh phuc.

Ba trong gidng ngudi thich nhét cAc ngon tay minh vao 6 cam dién. Mi téc tréing ctia b 16 ra timg chim trén khéip dau. Chiée o méic ¢ nha mau hong
clia ba ay day cac vét sémva cac dom tro ban. Khi cudi, khudn mét ba gisin ra khdng binh thudng, va anh sng cao ap trong d6i miit ba khién toi ty hoi
li€uba ay c6 phai bi mi1 hay khong,

“Oi, con trai yéu quy ciia ti!” Ba 6m dy cham lay Nico. T6i dang ¢ doén lai nghil Nico i Luke (ho hoan toan khong gidng nhau chit ndo) thi ba quay
sang mim cuoi voi toi va noi, “Luke a!”

B quén ngay Nico va 6m choang By t6i. Ba ¢ mii banh cookie chay. Ba Ay gay nhur con bt nhin, nhung diéu d6 khong ngin ba 4y khoi viée nghién nat
tO1.

“Vao nha di!” ba 4y noi. “Me da ndu xong bita trua cho con day!”

Ba dy di ctng chiing t0i vao nha. Phong khach con quai di hon bai ¢6 trude nha. Guong va nén dugc dat vao bét cir chd con trdng ndo. Toi quay hudng

130 cling thiy bong minh trong gwong, Trén 16 swéi, mdt birc tuong thin Hermes bang dong nhd xiu quay quanh kim chi phit cta dong hd treo twong,
T6i ¢ hinh dung vi than ctia nhing ngudi dura tin roi vao tinh yéu véi phu nit gia niy, nhung y twong d6 qué that rét ky quai.

R&i t6i chit y dén buee anh 1ong khung dugc bay trén mat 1o suoi. NO gidng hét birc v& phac thao ctia Rachel — Luke nam Ién chin, véi méi toc ving va
mot ny cuoi tht troi va hai chibc ring sin. Khong ¢ vét seo trén mit, trong hin nhur mdt ngudi khdc — vo tir va hanh phiic. Lam thé ndo ma Rachel lai
biét duoc vé birc anh nay?

“Lbi ny, con yéu!” Ba Castellan huéng t6i vé phia sau nha. “O, me da n6i voi ho i con s& trd vé. Me biét ma!”

Ba béo ching t6i ngdi xudng ban an. Xép trén ké bép I hang tram— y t6i 1a hang tram — hop nhira Tupperware dung cac miéng sandwich phét mirt va
bo dau phong. Nhitng cai hop bén dudi c6 mau xanh lyc va md di, nhu thé ching da ¢ do tir lau lim roi. Mui ctia n6 khién toi nhé dén ti dyng d6 naim
16p sau ctia t6i — va d6 chang phai la diéu tot lanh gi.

Trén 1o nuéng B mot chong khay béanh cookie. M®i khay ¢6 murdi hai céi chéy khét let. Trong bon rira | mdt ntii cac binh Kool Aid trong. Mot con
Medusa nhoi x0p dugc dat canh voi nude nhu theé nd dang canh giit cai dong ban thiu do.

Ba Castellan ngam nga khi ba lay bo dau phong va mirt ra, bat dau lam mot cai banh sandwich m6i. C6 thir gi @6 dang boc chay trong 16 nudng. Toi cb



cam gidc s& c6 th mdt ta cookie chay nita sap ra Io.

Phia trén bdn rira, duoc dan quanh cira s6, B hang ta birc anh nhd dugc cit ra tir cac miu quang c4o trong cac tap chi va bao: céc birc anh thin
Hermes trén logo cua FTD Flowers va, trén nhdn mc ctia cac san pham ctia cong ty Quickie Cleaners, cac birc anh vé y hiéu trén cac quang céo y
khoa.

Tri tim tdi se lai. Toi mudn di khoi ciin phong d6, nhung ba Castellan choc choc mim cudi voi i khi am banh sandwich, nhur thé ba ta mudn chitc B toi
khong chay tron vay.

Nico ho khé. “Um, ba Castellan?”’
Vi
“Bon chiu mudn hoi vé con trai ba.”

“0, ding r6i! Ho 1n6i vdi ta réng nd s& khong bao gidr quay vé. Nhung ta hiéu con minh hon ho.” Ban tay ba au yém v vd vao mé toi, dé lai cac dai bo
dau phong chay dai trén mat toi.

“Lan cudi ba gip con trai minh 1 khi nio?”

Doi mit ba nhin xa xam

“N6 da bo nha di khi con rat nho,” ba néi véi giong budn budn. “Nam I6p ba. Khi d6 con qua nho cho viée bo nhé ra dil N6 bao s& quay vé sau bita
trua. Va ta da cho no. No thich an sandwich bo dau phdng, cookie va thirc uong Kool-Aid. N6 s& som quay ve an trua thdi...”” Roi ba quay sang nhin

61 mim cudi. “Sao, Luke, con ddy rdi! Con trong dep trai qua. Con c6 doi mét gidng hét cha con.”

B quay v phia céc birc anh thin Hermes phia trén bon rira. “Gidy n d tr thanh mot ngudi truong thinh t6t bung, Ping, tht thé ddy. N6 dén tham toi
day, ong bict khong.”

Pdng hd phong bén van kéu tich tic déu déu. Toi lau vét bo d4u phong trén ma va nhin Nico dAy cau xin, nhu mubn néi, Gior ching ta ¢6 thé di khoi day
khong?

“Thura ba,” Nico hoi. “Chuyén gi, trm.. chuyén gi da xy ra v6i mét ctia ba thé?”

Cai nhin ctia b dudng nhur bi dut gy — nhur thé ba dang ¢4 dé nhin vao ciu ta thong qua mot cai kinh van hoa. “Sao vy, Luke, con biét rd chuyén d6
ma. N6 xdy ra trude khi con dugce sinh ra ma, ching phai sao? Ta ludn la mdt ngudi dac biét, ¢ theé nhin xuyén qua... bat-cir-céi-gi-ho-goi-no.”

“Man Suong Mu?”’ t6i ndi.

“Pling vdy, con yéu,” ba git gu déy Kkhich I§. “Va ho da giao cho ta mdt cong vi€c quan trong, Pidu d6 thé hién duoc ta 1 mdt nguoi dac bigt nhu thé
nao!”

Téi liéc nhin Nico, nhung cdu ta ciing bi rdi y hét toi.

“Kiu cong viéc gi a?” t6i hoi. “Chuyén gi dd xay ra?”

Ba Castellan nhiu miy. Con dao ctia ba lo g phia trén miéng banh mi sandwich. “Than 6i, no khong mang lai két qua, dung khong? Cha con da canh
béo ta khong dugc thir diéu do. Ong Ay néi diéu d6 quéa nguy hiém. Nhung ta phéi lim. D6 1a s6 ménh ctia ta! Va gio... ta van khong thé 1am cho cac
hinh anh d6 bien mat khoi dau ta. Ching khién moi thir tré nén duong nhu qua mo nhat. Con &n mot it banh cookie nhé?”

Ba 16i c4i khay ra khoi 1 nuréng va d6 mdt ta céc cuc than s6-co-la chip 1én mit ban.

“Luke rit t0t,” ba Castellan im bam “N6 bo di dé bao vé ta ddy, cac chéu biét khong. N6 ndi néuné b di, I quéi vét s& khong de doa ta nita. Nhung
ta da n6i vdi n6 nhiing con quéi vat d6 khong phai la moi de doa! Ngay ndo ching cling ngdi bén ngoai 0i di, va ching chua bao gio vao nha.” Ba cam
con Medusa nhoi bong tir bau cira s0 1én. “Ding la vay, phai khong ba Medusa? Khong, khong déng s¢' chit nao.” Sau d6 ba tuoi cudi nhin to1. “Me

rat vui vi con da vé nha. Me bict con s& khong bao gio xau hd vi me!”’

Toi ngdi nhép nha nhép nhom trén ghé. Toi twéng minh | Luke, dang ngdi bén chiéc ban ndy, tim hay chin tudibét dau nhén ra réng me minh trd nén
khdng con minh man nira.

“Ba Castellan,” t61 noi.
“Me chir,” ba stra lai.
“Um, ding viy. Ba c6 gip lai Luke ké tir khi anh ta bo nha di khong?”

“Dinhién la c6 r6i!”



Toi khong biét liu ba 4y c6 dang tudng trong ra d@éu d6 hay khong, Vi tt ca nhitng gi toi biét, mbi khi mt ngudi dua thu dimg ¢ canh cira thi nguoi
d6 1a Luke. Nhung Nico lai nhoai nguoi ra trude day hy vong,

“Khinao a?” cdu ta hoi. “Lan cudi Luke vé thimba Ia khi nao a?

“Um, d6 1a... 61 troi..” Mot sy t5i tim hwét qua trén khudn mit ba. “Lan cudi cing, né trong khé xa la. Mot vét seo. Mot vét seo kinh khing, va giong
16 ¢6 qua nhidu dau don...”

“Ddi mit clia anh ta,” t6i hoi. “Chiing 1 mau vang phai khong a?”

“Mau vang?” Ba 4y chép chop miét. “Khong. Sao ngde thé! Luke c6 nit mau xanh dwong. Mot d6i mét xanh that xinh dep!”

Vay hoa ra Luke c6 vé thit, viéc d6 xay ra trrde hé nim ngodi — trude khi hén bién thanh Kronos.

“Ba Castellan?”” Nico dt tay minh Ién cnh tay ba Castellan. “Diéu ndy rat quan trong. Anh ta c6 hoi xin ba bt ctr diéu gi khong?”

Ba chau may nhur thé dang cd nhé lai. “Loi chiic phic... cia ta. Pidu d6 moi ngot ngio kimsao.” Ba 4y ngap ngimg nhin chiing ti. ‘N6 s& di dén mot
con song, va nd ndi can 1oi chic phuc ctia ta. Ta da trao cho nd. Dinhién la ta da lam the.”

Nico vui mirng nhin t6i. “Camon, ba. D6 1a tit ca thong tin ching toi...”

Ba Castellan thé hn hén. Ba ctii gip ngudi lai va khay banh cookie roi lodng xoang trén san nha. Nico va toi dimg bat day.

“Ba Castellan?” ti noi.

“AHHHH.” Ba 4y dtmg thing day. Toi i lai v gAn ngii 16n nhao 1én ban bép vi d6i mit ciia ba 4y — doi mét ba Ay dang phét ra anh sang mau xanh Iuc.
“Con clia ta,” ba Ay ndi véi giong trdm hon. “Phai bao vé n6! Hermes, ctru! Khong phai con ciia ta! Khong phai sé ménh ctia né — khong!”

Ba 4y tim Iy hai vai Nico va bt dau lic iy Fic dé cau ta nhur thé ba Ay mubn cau ta hiéu. “Khong phai sé ménh cia né!”

Nico phat ra mot tiéng hét nghen ngio va ddy ba Ay ra. C4u ta ndm chit Ky can kiém. “Anh Percy, ching ta phai ra khoi...”

Dot nhién ba Castellan ngi quy xubng, Toi o dao tién toi va do durgc ba trurde khi ba co thé dap dau vao goc ban. Toi cd dua ba Ién ghé.

“Ba C?” 61 hoi.

Ba dy lim bam diéu g d6 rat kho hiéu va lic dau. “Oi troi. Ta... ta da danh roi banh cookie mét rdi. Ta m6i ngd ngan lim sao!”

Ba chop chdp mit, va doi mét ba trd lai binh thuong — hay it nhét 1 giong hét nhu trude. Anh sang mau xanh hue d bién mit.

“Ba 6n khong?”

“Um, di nhién 1di, con yéu. Me Sdnma. Sao con lai hoi thé?”

Téi liéc nhin Nico, ciu ta dang n6i khong thanh tiéng: i thoi.

“Ba C, ba dang n6i v6i bon chau didu gl do,” t6i néi. “Diéu gi 6 vé con trai ba.”

“Vay u?”” ba mo ming ndi. “Biing rdi, d6i mit miu xanh ciia nd. Chiing ta dang néi vé doi mét mau xanh ctia n6. N6 that a mdt anh chang dep trai!”
“Chiing chau phai di,” Nico vdi vang noi. “Chiing chau s& nbi véi Luke... trm, chiing chau s& ndi 1a ba giri o1 hoi tham”

“Nhung con khong ,thé dil” Hai chan ba Castellan bt d4u run run va t6i bude ki lai. Toi cam thiy hoi ngde nghéch khi sg hi mdt nguoi phy nir gi yéu
6t, nhung giong ba ay thay doi, cach ba ay tom lay Nico...

“Hermes s& nhanh c6 mit & ddy thoi,” ba Ay hira. “Ong iy mudn gip con trai minh!”
“C6 I8 1an sau vdy,” t6i noi. “Cam on vi...” t6i nhin xudng nhing ci banh cookie chay roi 4 ta trén san nha. “Cam on vé moi thir.”

B ¢6 ngin ching ti, mdi ching t0i Kook Aid, nhung t6i phéi ra khoi ngdi nha d6. O méi hién nha trude, b dy tom Ky ¢ tay t0i va toi gin nhu gidt nay
minh. “Tuke, it nhat ciing phai an toan nhé. Hay hira véime 1a con s€ an toan di.”

“Con hira, thua... me.”

Diéu d6 khién ba mim cuoi. Ba tha ¢ tay t0i ra, va trude khi ba y dong hin cira trude lai, t6i c6 thé nghe ba dang n6i chuyén véi nhimg ngon nén.
“Cac nguoi nghe thay khong? N6 s€ an toan. Ta da bao voi cac nguoi la nd s& an toan ma!”



Khi cénh cira dugc dong lai, Nico va t0i bo chay thuc mang, Nhitng con thil nhdi x5p bé ti dwoc dit trén duong vao nha nhu nhe ring cudi khi ching t6i
chay ngang qua.

Trd lai mom da, t6i thiy con O’Leary da tim duge mdt ngudi ban.

Mot déng lira Am 4p chéy ti tach trong vong tron d4 cudi. Mot ¢d bé ¢ tam tudi dang ngdi bt chéo chan ké bén con O’ Leary, dang gii gii doi tai no.
C0 bé ¢6 méi toc miu ndu xin v mic chiée 4o dam mau ndu gian di. Co bé quang mdt tam khain quang co kn trén du vi thé c6 bé trong nhur mjt dira
nhdc cuia nhitng ngudi di khai pha — giong nhu con ma trong phim Ngdi Nha Nhé Trén Thado Nguyén hay dai loai thé. C6 bé coi Itra bang mdt cay gy
nho, va lra dudng nhu trd nén do hon so véi mot ngon Iira binh thudng,

“Chao,” ¢6 bé ndL.

Y nghif dAu tién ctia t6i k: quéi vat. Khi ban | mdt 4 thin va ban tim théy mot ¢ bé d& thwong dang & mdt minh trong rimg — diéu d6 tiéu biéu cho viée
day 1a ic nén rit kiém ctia ban ra va tan cong. Thém vao d9, viéc gap gd voi ba Castellan lam t6i kha lo lang,

Nhung Nico cti dau chio ¢6 bé. “Xin chao, Nit than.”

C6 bé nhin chaim chim vao t6i voi d6i nit d6 nhur anh kra. Toi quyét dinh cling cti chéo vi sur an toan.

“Ngdi xubng di, Percy Jackson,” ¢d bé néi. “Co mudn an chit gi khong?”

Sau khi nhin chidm chim vio nhimg miéng sandwich bo dau phong mc meo va nhing chiée banh cookie chéy, t6i thiy khong thém an lam, nhung c6 bé
phay tay va mt bita an ngoai troi xuat hién bén canh dong ira. P la nhitng dia bo bit tét, khoai tdy nudng, ca rot xao bo, banh mi nong gion, va ca mit
dong thirc &n khic ma t0i chura &n trong mot thoi gian dai. Bao tir t6i s6i ing ye. Pdy 1 kieu mon &n nau ¢ nha ma moi ngudi nén an, nhung khong bao
gio lam. C6 bé tao ra mit chiéc banh qui danh cho ché dai mét rurdi danh cho con O’Leary, nguoi dang vui sudng can nd ra thanh tirng manh vun.

T6i ngdi ké bén Nico. Ching t6i ly thirc an lén dia va bat dau cti xudng an thi t6i nhd ra chuyén nén am trude d6.

T6i mic mdt phén thirc in trong dia ctia minh va cho vao lira, cach ching t6i hay im 6 trai. “Xin dang cac vi than,” t6i noi.

C6 gai nhé mim cudi. “Camon. La ngudi giir lira, ngwroi biét ddy, ta c6 phan trong moi I& vt hién t&.”

“Gior t6i nhan ra ngudi,” t6i n6i. “Lan dau tién t6i dén trai, ngudi dang ngdi bén canh déng lira, & giita khu vure sinh hoat chung,”

“Nguoi da khong ngimg lai noi chuyén véi ta,” ¢ bé budn ba nha lai. “Oi chao, khong ai im diéu d6. Nico da ni chuyén véi ta. Cau ta B ngudi dau
ti€n trong nhiu nam qua. Moi ngudi déu voi voi vang vang, Khong cé gio d€ vé tham gia dinh.”

“Ngudi [ nir thin Hestia,” t61 noi. “Nit thin cta gia dinh.”
Nit than gat dau.

Purgc roi. . Vay nit than trong gibng mdt bé gai tam tudi. Toi khong hoi Iy do. T6i nhan ra ring céc vi than ¢ thé hién than dudi bat cir ngoai hinh no ma
ho cam thay hai long nhat.

“Thura ngudi,” Nico hoi, “sao ngudi khong ciing voi céc vi thin khéc trén dinh Olympus chién ddu chdng lai Typhon?”

“Ta khong gioi viéc dénh nhau Fim” D6i méit do cta c6 bé ip 1oe. Toi nhan ra chiing khong chi I hinh anh phén chiéu clia lra. Ma ching chira lira —
nhung khong giong nit than Ares. Doi mét ciia nit than Hestia 4m 4p va dé chiu.

“V6i lai,” nit thén ndi tiép, “phai ¢6 ai d6 giit cho ngon lira nha chay khi cac vi thin khac di xa chir.”
“Vay nguoi dang canh giit dinh Olympus sao?” t6i hoi.

““Canh giit’ nghe to tat qua. Nhung néu c6 bao gidr cac nguoi mudn mot noi 4m 4p dé nghi va mot bira an nha ndu, cac nguoi dugc chio dén dén tham
Gio thi an di.”

Pia thirc in ciia t6i nhanh chong tréng tron trrde khi t6i nhdn ra didu d6. Nico ciing ngdn ngéu phin thire an ctia minh nhanh khong
“Piéu ny qua tuyét,” toi ni. “Cam on ngudi, nir thin Hestia.”

Nt than gt dau. “Cac nguoi vira c6 mdt chuyén thim thia vi véi May Castellan dung khong?”

Trong khoanh khéc, t6i hiu nhur quén bién ba lo v6i d6i mét sang va nu cudi ngdy dai, c4i cach ba ta nhu bj ma nhép.

“Chinh x4c thi c6 diéu gi khong 6n véi ba Ay thé a?” t6i hoi.

“Ba 4y duoc sinh ra vi mdt mén qua,” nit than Hestia dap. “Ba 4y c6 thé nhin xuyén qua Man Surong Mu.”



“Gidng me t61,” t6i ndi. Va t6i cling nghii: Gidng Rachel. “Nhung doi nit phat sang cia ba 4y...”

“Mot vai nguoi s& chiu 161 nguyén vé thi Iy t6t hon nhitng ngudi khéc,” ni thén budn ba noi. “Cé mot thoi gian, May Castellan ¢6 rat nhiéu tai. Ba dy da
thu hit duge sy chiy cua chinh Hermes. Ho ¢6 mdt bé trai xinh dep. Trong mét thoi gian ngan, ba ay da rat hanh phic. Nhung 16i ba ay di qua xa.”

T6i nhé nhitng gi ma be‘l,Castel]an da noi: Ho da giao cho ta mdt cong viéc. N6 khong mang lai két qua. Toi ty hoi liéu kiéu cdng viéc gi cd thé bién ban
thanh mdt ngudi nhur the.

“Phit trude, b dy déu rat vui,” t0i hoi. “Nhung rdi ba dy lai hodng s vé s6 phén ca con trai ba dy, nhur thé ba dy biét duoc Luke da bién thanh
Kronos. Dicu gi da xay ra... da chia taich con ngudi ba ay ra nhu the?”

Khudn nsit nir than t6i sim lai. “D6 1a mOt cau chuyén ta khong thich ké. Nhung May Castellan d nhin thiy quéa nhiéu. Néu nguroi mubn hiéu duogc
Luke — ké thi1 ctia minh, nguoi phai hiéu rd vé gia dinh ctia han.”

Toi nghi vé cac bire anh nho byﬁn b ctia than Hermes dugc dan phia trén bon rira chén clia ba May Castellan. Toi tw hoi kh(‘)ng’bié’t lic Luke con bé
ba Castellan da mic chirng cudng dién nhu Vé:l}{ chura. D61 mat mau xanh luc d6 thét sy c6 the lam cho mot dura bé 1én chin sg chét khiép. Va néu than
Hermes khong bao gio' ghé thim, néu 6ng ay dé Luke mdt minh voi ngudi me trong chirng dy nim...

“Cha trach Luke bo nha di,” t6i noi. “°Y 6i 1, khong dung khi bé roi mit nguoi me nhur thé, thé nhung — hén ta van chi i mdt dtra nho. Thin Hermes
khong nén bo roi hai ngudi ho.”

Ni than Hestia gii gi phia sau tai con O’Leary. Con ché ngao dia nguc vay dudi minh va ngau nhién dn ngi uon mot cai cdy.

“That d& dang khi Ién 4n ngudi khac,” nir than Hestia canh béo. “Nhung ngwoi s& di theo con dudng ciia Luke sao? Timkiém cac strc manh gidng hét
nhu thé?”

Nico dat dia xudng, “Ching t6i khong con Iyra chon ndo khac, thra nir thin. D6 1 cach duy nhét Percy ¢6 co hoi chién thing”

“Um.” Nit thdn Hestia mo tay ra va ngon lira bing lén. Ngon Iira bdc cao hon chin mét trong khong khi. Hoi néng v& manh vao mit t6i. ROi sau d6 n6
diu lai va quay tr¢ lai binh thuong,

“Khong phéi stre manh ndo ciiing t6t.” Nit thin Hestia nhin toi. “D6i khi strc manh khé khéin nhét dé lam chi lai 1 strc manh cta sw nhuong nhin. Nguoi
cd tin ta khong?”

“Um, tin a,” t6i n6i. Bat ctr diéu g dé gitt cho nit thin khoi viéc lam toi hoang so 1n nita vdi strc manh cla ngon lta.

Nt thdn mim cudi. “Nguoi la mdt anh hing tt, Percy Jackson. Khong qua kiéu ngao. Ta thich diéq d6. Nhung nguroi con phai hoc nhiéu. Khi Dionysus
dugc thanh than, ta da nhurong ngai minh cho ong ta. D6 1a cach duy nhat dé tranh mdt cude ndi chién giita cac vi than.”

“Diu d6 lam Hoi dong mit can bang,” t6i nh lai. “Dot nhién bién thanh bay nam, ndm nit.”

Nir than nhin vai. “Do 1 cach giai quyét tot nhét, khong phai I hoan héo nhat. Gior ta trong nom lira. Ta dan Iui v& hau truong, S& khong ai viét céc sir
thi vé chién cong cta nir than Hestia. Tham chi phan I6n cac 4 than ngimg viéc ndi chuyén vai ta. Nhung diéu d6 khong quan trong. Ta giit hoa binh. Ta
nhurdng nhin khi can thiét. Liéu ngwoi ¢6 am dugc nhur thé khong?”

“T6i khong hiéu y nit than.”

Ni than ngo 6i lom lom. “C6 thé 1 chura dén lic. Nhung s& sém thoi. Ngwoi s& van tiép tuc cude tim kiém ctia minh sa0?”

“D6 ¢6 phai 1 1y do cho viée ngudi & day — dé canh béo i vé nhing gi dang dién ra?”

Nit thén Fic dau. “Ta & day boi khi tat ca nhitng ngudi khéc thét bai, khi tt ca cac vi than hing manh khac d ra di vi chién tranh, ta 1 ngwoi duy nhét
con sot lai. Gia dinh. To am. Ta 14 vi than cuoi ciing ctia dinh Olympus. Ngwoi phai nhé dén ta khi ngwroi doi mét voi quyet dinh cudi cting cuia minh.”

To6i khong thich cach ba 4y ndi tir cudi cing,
T6i hét nhin Nico, lai quay sang nhin d6i méit phat sang ctia nit than Hestia. “Toi phai tiép tuc, thura nit thin. T6i phai ngiin Luke — y t6i | Kronos.”

Nt than gat dau. “Rat tt. Ta khong gitip duoc gi nhiéu ngoai nhing diéu ta vira ndi. Nhung vi nguoi da hién té cho ta, ta c6 thé dua ngwoi quay tro lai
nha ctia chinh minh. Percy, hen gap lai trén dinh Olympus.”

Giong nit than that dang ngai, nhur thé in t4i ngd ké tiép cia ching toi s& khong méy vui vé.
Nit than phdy nhe ban tay va moi thir md dan di.

Chop miét t6i d4 ¢ nha minh. Nico v t61 dang ngdi trén ghé sofa trong cin hd ctia me t6i & Upper East Side. D6 I tin tot. Tin xiu a con O’Leary choan
hét phan con lai ctia phong khach.



Toi nghe mot tiéng hét bi nghen lai tir phong ngi.wong Paul: “Ai dem bure tudng 16ng chéin ngang cira thé nay?”
“Percy?” me t6i goi lon. “Con cé ¢ d6 khong? Con khong sao chir?”
“Con ¢ day!” t61 hét dap lai.

“GU GU!” Con O’ Leary ¢6 xoay ngudi lai tim me 0, viéc d6 khién toan bg anh trén twong roi xudng dat. Tuy n6 chi gip me t6i c6 mot n trude day
(chuyén dai lam), nhung né mén ba lam

Phai mit miy phit, nhung cubi cing chiing t6i ciing thu xép 6n thoa. Sau khi phé hiy hau hét d,?) dung trong phong khach va chic chén lam cho hang
xom tirc dién, ching t6i dua duoc cha me t6i ra khoi phong ngi, vao phong bép, va sau do, bon chiing t6i qudy quan bén ban an. Con O’Leary van
chiém toan by phong khach, nhung n6 dat dau minh ¢ ctra phong bép dé ¢6 thé nhin thay ching t6i, diéu d6 khién n6 rét thich thi. Me tdi ném cho n6_
bon ky thit bo xay ding cho ca gia dinh, va nhanh chong bién mit trong ¢6 hong ctia nd. Durong Paul 6t nurée chanh cho bon ngudi khi toi giai thich ve
chuyén viéng tham Connecticut ctia chiing t6i.

“Véy chuyén do c6 thét.” Duong Paul nhin t6i nhur thé 6ng chura bao gios nhin thiy t6i trude ddy. Duong dang niic chiée 4o choang tim tring, hién dang
dinh day l6ng ctia con ché ngao dia nguc, va mai téc nudi tiéu ciia 6ng chiia ra moi hudng, “Tat ca nhitng cude chuyén tro vé quai vat, va viée [a mjt &
than... déu I that.”

Toi git dau. M thu néim ngoai, t0i d giai thich v& than thé ctia t6i. Me ciing da néi thém vao. Nhung cho dén thoi diém nay, t6i nghi ong van chura thue
su tin 101 hai me con t61 ndi Ilic trurde cho lam

“Con xin 16i vi con O’Leary da pha hong phong khach va moi viée.”

Duong Paul cuéi‘déiy vui vé. “Con dia sao? Diéu ndy that tuyét! Y ta 1, khi nhin thiy c4c ddu mong trén chiéc Prius, ta d& nghi ¢6 thé nhing gi con ni
la that. Nhung diéu nay thil”

Ong 4y vd nhe 1én miii con O’Leary. Ca phong khach rung chuyén — BUM! BUM! BUM! — diéu d6 ¢6 nghi mot doi SWAT dang dap d canh cira
hoac con O’Leary dang vay dudi ctia nd.

Toi bt giac mim cudi. Duong Paul i mdt nguoi dan ong rit tuyét, dit ong Ay 1 thdy day Anh vin va ciing 13 cha dwong ctia toi.

“Cam on vi duong da khong so hdi,” t6i noi.

“0, ta dang so hdi w,” 6ng bay to, doi niit 6ng mo Ién. “Ta chi nghi diéu ndy moi tuyét im sao!”

“Um, dung thé,” t6i n6i, “duong c6 thé s& khong con thich thi nira khi nghe vé nhiing gi dang dién ra.”

Toiké cho me va duong nghe vé Typhon, vé céc vi thin va v& cude chién chiic chn s& dién ra. Ri sau do, t6i ndi cho ho nghe vé& ké hoach ctia Nico.
Me t6i dan nhitng ngon tay minh quanh ly nu6e chanh. Ba dang méc mot chiéc 40 choang tim bang véi flanen mau xanh bién da cii va toc dugc cot gon
ra sau. Gan day, me bét dau viét mot cudn tiéu thuyét, do 1 du dinh me ap 1 bay lau. T6i c6 thé ndi ba lam viée khuya, vi nhitng quang tham dudi nit
thdm hon binh thurong,

Bén ngoai cira s6 bép sau lung ba, ciy méanh triing bac phat sang trong chdu hoa. Hé nim ngoai, t0i da mang cay phép thudt ndy vé tir déo ctia Calypso,
va n6 nd rd dudi ban tay chaimsdc clia me t6i. M hurong ctia n6 1udn lam t6i bét cang thing, nhung dong thoi nd cling lam toi budn, vi nd nhac t6i nhd
den nhitng nguoi ban da nit.

Me hit that sau, nhur thé ba dang nghi cach dé n6i khong véi toi.

“Percy, chuyén d6 qua nguy hiém,” ba néi. “Ngay ca ddi véi con.”

“Me, con biét diéu d6. Con c6 thé chét. Nico da giai thich diéu d6. Nhung néu ching ta khong thir...”

“Tét ca ching ta s& chét,” Nico néi. Cau ta da khong udng mot chit nurée chanh ndo. “C6 Jackson, ching ta khong c6 iy mdt co hoi cha dimg cude
xam lang. Va d6 s& 1a mdt cudc xam lang that su.”

“M6t cude xam ling vao New York sao?”” duong Paul n6i. “Biéu d6 c6 thé xay ra sao? Sao ching ta van khong nhin thiy... quéi vat?”
Ong néi nhur thé 6ng van khong thé tin diéu nay 1 that vay.

“Con khong biét,” toi thira nhan. “Con khong biét hm }hé nao Kronos c6 thé dura quan vao Manhattan, nhumg Man Swong M dang rat manh. Typhon
hién dang giay x€o khap nudc M¥ va con ngudi nghi rang hén ta chi 1a mdt con bao 16n vay thoi.”

“C6 Jackson,” Nico néi. “Anh Percy can 1oi chic phuc ctia ¢6. Tién trinh phai dwoc bét du theo cach do. Chau khong chic cho dén khi ching chau
gip duoc me ctia Luke, nhung gior chau da rat tur tin. Chuyén nay chi thanh cng c6 hai lan truée day. Ca hai lin, ngudi me da trao loi chic phic. Nguoi
me phai quyet tim dé cho con trai minh chap nhén rii ro.”



“Con mubn me chiic phiic cho con sao?” Ba lic dau. “Pidu do that dién rd. Percy, lamon...”

“Me, con khong thé Am diéu ndy néu khong c6 me.”

“Va néu con qua dugc didu d6 — tién trinh d6?”

“Con s& ra tran,” t0i n6i. “Con s& chién dAu véi Kronos. Va chi mdt trong hai bon con s& séng sot.”

Toi da khong ké cho me nghe vé toan b 10 tién tri— vé vige linh hon bi thu nhén va ngay két thiic ctia cude doi ti. Ba khong can biét vé vige 01 chéde
chan s chét. Toi chi ¢ theé hy vong minh tiéu diét dugc Kronos va ctru ca the gidi trude khi nham miat xudi tay.

“Con I con trai me,” ba ndi day dau khd. “Con khong thé...”

Toi ¢6 thé ndi t01 phai &p me hon nita néu t6i mudn ba dongy ¥, nhung toi khong lam thé. Toi nhé den hinh anh ba Castellan tdi nghiép & trong bép, dang
cho con quay vé nha. V2 t6i nhan ra minh d4 may mén nhu thé nao. T6i uon c6 me & bén, luén ¢b am cho moi thir tré nén binh thurong dbi véi t6i, dit 1
V6i cac vi than va quai vat va cac thir linh tinh khéc. Me phai kién nhan chiu dung viée t6i lao dau vio bao cude phiéu lru. Nhung gior toi lai dang yéu cau
ba ban cho t6i 101 chiic phiic d€ lam dieu c6 thé s& nguy hiém dén tinh mang,

T6i nhin dugng Paul, va mdt sy thdu hiéu duoc hinh thinh gjita hai ching toi.

“Sally.” Ong dt tay lén hai tay me t6i. “Anh khong thé n6i anh hiéu hét nhimg gi em va Percy d tréi qua trong sudt ngan iy nam. Nhung v6i anh ma
ndi... duong nhu Percy dang lam diéu gi d6 that dang kham phuc. Anh udce gi minh cling c6 nhiéu can dam nhur the.”

T6i nghen ngio cam dong. Co miy khi toi duoc khen thé dau.

Me dm dm nhin ly mrde chanh, 6 nudt nurde mét vao trong, Toi nhé vé nhing gi ma ni than Hestia d& n6i, vé viéc that kho nhur thé nao khi phai
nhurong nhin, va t6i doan c6 thé me t6i dang kham pha ra dicu do.

“Percy,” ba noi, “me trao cho con 16i chiic phtic ctia me.”

Toi ching cam thiy gi khéc biét. Chiing c6 4nh sang ma thuét toa sang rue 13, thip sang ca phong bép hay bat cir didu gi dai loai nhur thé.
Téi liéc nhin Nico.

Céu ta tréng o Eing hon moi khi, nhung cdu ta git d4u khiing dinh. “Da dén lic.”

“Percy,” me t6i noi. “Mot diéu cubi cling. Néu con... néu con con séng sau tran chién véi Kronos, hay goi cho me mot dAu hiéu nhé.” Ba Iuc loi khfip vi
tién va dua cho t6i chiec dién thoai di dong ctia ba.

“Me,” t6i kéu Ién, “me biét i c4c 4 than va dién thoai di dong...”

“Me biét,” ba n6i. “Chi phong ho thoi ma. Néu con khong go duoc.... thi chi cAn mot dau hiéu ndo d6 ma me ¢6 thé nhin thiy tir bat ctr dau &
Manhattan. Dé me biét i con van 6n.”

“Nhu Theseus 4y,” duong Paul goi . “Ong ta duoc cho Ja girong budm tréing khi vé nha tir Athens.”

“Chi ¢6 diéu ong ta quén mat,” Nico Jim bdm. “Va cha ong ta da nhay xudng tir ndc cung dién vi tuyét vong. Nhung ngoai diéu do ra, d6 ciing i mdt y
tuong that tuyét.”

“Thé mdt ngon c& hay mot phao sang thi sao?”” me i gop y. “Tir dinh Olympus — Toa nha Empire State nhé.”
“Mot thir gi @6 c6 mau xanh bién me nhé,” t6i noi.

Ching t6i da ludn ndi dia trong nhidu néim vé thirc &n c6 mau xanh bién. D6 1 mau yéu thich ctia t6, va me t6i da Bm tat ca dé chiéu toi. Banh sinh nhat,
gi6 trimg Phuc sinh, keo gdy Giang sinh moi nam cua t6i déu luon c6 mau xanh bién.

“Ding thé,” me t61 ddng y. “Me s& doi dau hiéu mau xanh bién tir con. Con nita, me s& b khong nhay xudng tir néc cung dién dau.”

Me 6m t6i lan cudi. T6i ¢ khong cam nhén nhur thé minh dang noi 101 tir biét. Toi bt tay duong Paul. Ri Nico va ti di ra khoi cira bép va nhin con
O’Leary.

“Xin 161 my,” t6i n6i. “Thém mdt lan di chuyén trong bong tdi nita. «
N6 rén i, dua hai chin trude 1én che My mii.

“Gio di dau day?” t61 hdi Nico. “Los Angeles?”’



“Khong can dau,” cau ta néi. “Cé mit 16i vao Dia nguc gin hon & day.”
Ban dang doc truyén Vi Than Cudi Cimg dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 7: Co giao day toan cho toi di nho xe

Ching t6i xuét hién & Central Park, phia bic h Pond. Con O’Leary trong kha mét moi khi n6 khap khiéng dén bén déng d4 mon. N6 bat dau dénh hoi
xung quanh va t6i s¢ n6 ¢6 thé mudn danh dau Ianh tho ctia minh, nhung Nico bao, “Pung lo ma. N6 chi danh hoi tim duong vé nha.”

T6i cau may. “Xuyén qua dong d4 nay u?”

“Dia nguc ¢6 hai 16i vao chinh,” Nico n6i. “Anh biét 16i thir nhat & L.A i nhi?”

“Bén pha ctia Charon.”

Nico git du. “Pa phan céc linh hdn di 161 d6, nhung con 161 di khac nhé hon, khé tim hon. Cong Orpheus.”
“Anh chang voi cdy dan hac.”

“Anh chang voi cdy dan lia,” Nico chira lai. “Nhung ding |2 anh ta. Anh ta 2 ding am nhac ctia minh d¢ mé hogic dét va mo mdt 161 i moi dén Dia
nguc. Anh ta da hat suot doc duong dén cung dién ctia than Hades va gan nhu thoat khoi d6 cung véi linh hon cua vo anh ta.”

Toi nhé céu chuyén do. Orpheus khong dugc nhin ra phia sau khi dan vo minh quay lai thé gioi, nhung di nhién anh ta da }é.mdiéu do. Bo la mot trong
nhirng cau chuyén dién hinh kiéu “‘va-vi-theé-ho-da-chet/hét-chuyén’” da luon khién cho tat ca céc 4 than ching t6i cam thay nguy hiém va md nhat.

“Thé déy la Cbng Orpheus.” Toi cd t6 ra cam kich, nhung vai t6i n6 van chi i dong d4, khong hon. “Lam thé nao dé md n6 ra?”

“Ching ta can c6 nhac,” Nico noi. “Vay anh hat thi sao?”

“Um, khong Emkhong thé chi viéc, giéng nhur 1, trm, bao n6 m6 ra 42 Em 4 con trai ctia thin Hades

“PAu c6 dé thé. Ching ta cn phai ¢ nhac.”

Toi kha chiic mdt didu 1 néu t6i ¢6 cat tiéng hat, tit ca nhimg gi c6 duogc B mdt trin tuyét 16,

“Anh c6 y nay hay hon.” T6i quay nguoi lai va goi 16n, “GROVER!”

Ching t0i chos trong mdt thoi gian dai. Con O’Leary cudn ngudi lai va tranh thi chop mit. Toi 6 thé nghe dugc tiéng nhimg con dé vang Ién trong rimg
cdy va tieng kéu cua loai cl. Tieng xe ¢ vang rén doc theo duong Central Park West. Tiéng mong ngura g 10p cop trén mit dudng nho gan do, chac
canh sat cudi ngua di tuAn ngang qua. Toi chic ho s€ thich thi khi phat hién thay hai thang nhdc dang thang lang trong cong vién lic mot gid sang,
“Khong an thua rdi,” cudi cting Nico ciing Ién tiéng,

Nhung t6i ¢6 linh cam L4n d4u tién sau nhiéu thang rong, soi ddy linh cam cua t6i da thét sur bikich thich, diéu ndy co nghiia hodc c¢6 nhiéu ngudi dot
nhién chuyén sang kénh Nature, hoac Grover dang & gan.

Toi nhim mit lai va tap trung. Grover.

Toi biét cau dy dang & dau d6 trong cong vién nay. Nhung sao t6i khong thé cam nhan duoc cic cam xiic ciia cau Ay nhi? Tat ca nhimg gi t6i co duge
chi I tiéng o o nh¢ nhe ¢ ddy ndo toi.

Grover, t61 nghi mot cach dut khoat hon.

Himm-hmmmm, ¢6 tiéng gi d6 vang lén.

Mot hinh anh xuét hi¢n trong dau toi. Toi nhin théty mdt cy du khong 16 & sdu trong cénh rimg, khoe manh tich han khoi cic con duong chinh. Céc méu
ré bao pht khap mat dat, ket thanh mdt chiéc givong. Nam trén d6 voi hai tay vat chéo va doi nit nham chét 1a mdt than ring. Thoat nhin, t6i khong
dam chéc d6 1 Grover. Cu ay duoc bao phu trong céc canh cdy con va la cay nhur the dy da ngi ¢ d6 trong mjt quing thoi gian dai viy. Nhing chicc
ré cay dang phat trién quanh cau ay, dan dan kéo cau ay vao trong long dat.

Grover, t61 n6i. Tinh lai ndo.


http://ebookfull.net

Unnnh — zzzzz.

Nay cdu, cdu sip bi chon trong dit ddy. Day di!
Budn ng, tAm tri cAu Ay thi thAm.

THUC AN, t6i nghi @én. BANH KEP!

Grover md bimg mét. Mot loat cac y nghi khong rd rang trin vao dau toi nhur thé cau 4y dot nhién tua nhanh t6i vay. Hinh anh bi v tan va t6i gan nhur
ngd 16n nhao.

“Chuyén gi da xay ra thé?”” Nico hoi.
“Anh da im duoc. Céu dy... irm. Céu Ay dang trén dudng dén déy.”
Mot phut sau, cai cay bén canh t6i rung manh. Grover roi )(uéng tir cac canh ctia no, dau chui mﬁng dAt.
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“Grover!” o1 hét lén.
“Géu!” Con O’Leary ngang dAu Ién, chéc chén nd dang tw hoi liéu ching t6i c6 choi trd tim v& v6i mdt than rimg hay khong,
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“Beeece-eeceche!” Grover kéu be be.

“Cau 6n chu, anh ban?”

“O, t6 khong sa0.” C4u iy xoa dau minh. Ciip simg ctia ciu éy da moc kha dai vi thé n6 nhii ra gin ba centimét phia trén mo toc quén bu xiL. “Té vira &
phia goc cong vién dang kia. Céc nix thin ciy c6 sang kién rit tuyét | chuyén t6 tir cAy ndy sang cay khic dé dua té dén chd cau. Tuy nhién, ho khong
hiéu tt Fim vé khai niém.”

Céu Ay cudi toe toét va dimg ddy trén doi chan — irm, chinh xdc 1 d6i mong gudc ctia cau dy. K& tir hé ‘namngodi, Grover da ngimg viéc ¢b cai trang
chinh minh thinh mbt nguoi binh thuong. Cau a by khong con doi mii udi trai hay cap chan gia nira. Cau ay tham chi con khong méc ca quin Jeans, vicau
4y da co mdt cip chan de dAy 16ng tir thit lung tré xudng, Chiée 4o phong ctia cau Ay 6 mot tAmanh tu’cuop sach— Thé Gi6i Hoang Da bi Vé bau.
Gio no bi bao phu bdi dat va nhya cay. Chomrau dé cua Grover trong day hon, trong rat dan ong (hay rat giong dé?), va gio' cdu ay cao bang toi roi.
“RA4t vui duoc gip cau, anh ban dé,” t6i noi. “Céu nhd Nico chur.”

Gét dau chao Nico xong, Grover om chim ly t6i. Cau 4y c6 mii nhu mii 6 mdi cit.

“Perccecy!” cau Ay kéu be be. “Té nhd cau! Té nhd trai. Ho phuc vu m6n enchiladas khong dirgc ngon im trong céc vimg hoang vu.”

“Té da rat o,” t6i noi. “Cau da & dau trong hai thang qua?”’

“Hai thang qua...” nu cudi clia Grover wut tat. “Hai thang qua? Cau dang n6i gi thé?”

“Bon t6 da khong nghe duroc tin tirc gi tir cau,” t6i néi. “Juniper da rét lo Eing. Bon t¢ da goi thong diép Iris nhung...”

“Hurom da.” Cau 4y ngude nhin cac vi sao, nhu thé cu dy dang tinh vi tri ctia minh. “Gid 1 thang miy?”

“Thang Tam.”

Miit cdu &y khong con chit mau. “Piéu d6 khong thé. Gio chi moi thing Séu thoi. Té chi mdi vira nim xudng dé chop miit va...” Cau dy chop iy hai tay
t01. “Gio t¢ nhd roi! Han da ha guc t6. Percy, ta phai ngan han ta lai!”

“Cha,” t6i n6i. “Tir tir ndo. K& cho t& nghe chuyén gi da xy ra.

Cau Ay hit that sau. “T¢ dang... t¢ dang di trong canh rimg gan Harlem Meer. Va t6 cam nhin duoc cam gidc run so trén it dat, nhur thé c6 thir gi do

¢6 strc manh dang & gan.
“Anh c6 thé cam nhan duoc nhitng thir nhu thé u?” Nico hoi.

Grover gt dau. “K¢ tir i chét ciia than Pan, 6 ¢6 thé cam nhén dugc khi c6 dicu gi d6 xAu xa xay dén trong tw nhién. N6 nhur the tai va mit t6 nhay
hon nhiéu khi t6 ¢ trong ty nhién. Va t¢ bat du bam theo. D6 1a mot nguoi dan 6ng mic 4o khoac dai mau den dang di xuyén qua cong vién, va t& chot
nhén ra han ta khong cé bong. Vao gitta mjt ngay troi ndng, va han ta khong c6 bong. Hinh nhur hén ta téa bong mo mo khi di chuyén.”

“Nhu mdt 4o anh phai khong?”’ Nico hoi.

“Diing thé,” Grover n6i. “Va mbi khi héin ta di ngang qua con nguoi...”



“Con nguoi & bat tinh,” Nico tiép 10i. “Cudn tron ngudi lai va ngi di.”

“Chinh xac! Nhung sau khi hin di khoi, ho bt ddy va lam tiép viée ctia ho nhur thé ching c6 chuyén gi xay ra véy.”

T6i nhin chiim chiim vao Nico. “Em biét ngudi dan ong trong chiée 4o choang den d6 sao?”

“E Ia thé,” Nico n6i. “Anh Grover, chuyén gi da xay ra?”

“T¢ di theo han ta. Han ta tiép tuc ngude nhin cic tda nha quanh cong vién nhur thé hin ta dang thire hién viée danh gia g d6. Co mbt cd gai chay bo
ngang, va co dy cudn tron nguroi lai bén via hé va bat dau  ngdy. Tén mic 4o den d6 dét tay minh Ién tran ¢4 ta nhur thé hén ta dang kiém tra nhiét do cta
¢ ta vay. Roi hin tiép tuc budc di. Vao lic do, t& biét }nn ta Ia mOt con quai vat hay thir gi 6 con t¢ hon. Té di theo g vao khu rimg nho nay, dén gdc
ctia mit cay du 16n. Té vira dinh triéu hoi mdt vai nit than cdy dén giip t& bat han thi hén ta quay lai va...”

Grover’ nubt xudng, “Percy, khuon mit cta hén. T6 khong thé nhin thay khudn mit ctia hin vi n6 ctr ién tuc bién déi. Chi can nhin hén ta thoi da khién to
cam thay buon ngu. To hoi han, ‘Ong dang lam gi vay?” Han n6i, *Chi nhin xung quanh. Ban nén lu6n di trinh sat chién trrong trude khi dién ra trén chién
chir.” Té da néi didu gi 6 that thong minh nhu, ‘Cénh rimg nay do ta bao vé. Nguoi khong duoc thuc hién bat cir cude chlen nao ¢ day!” Va han ta
cudi Ién. Hén ta noi, “May cho nguoi la ta dang can giit strc cho trén chinh, nhc thén rimg, Ta s& chi ban cho nguoi mit gidc ngi ngéin. Cac gidc mo thi
Vi’ Va do a didu cudi cling t& ¢6 thé nhé.”

Nico th hit ra. “Grover, anh da giip Morpheus, thin ctia gidc mo. May s anh con tinh lai duoc ddy.”

“Hai thang,” Grover rén ri. “Ong ta d4 cho t6 ngii trong hai thang!”

T6i c6 hiéu didu d6 c6 nghiia 1 gi. Gid t6i d hiéu Iy do ching t6i khong lién lac dugc véi Grover sudt thoi gian qua chinh 1 day.

“Sao céc nit than cay khong danh thirc cau?” t6i hoi.

C4u &y nhin vai. “Hau hét céc nir thén cdy khong c6 khai niém diing vé thoi gian. DGi v6i cAly mé ndi hai théng chéing 1 gi. Chéic chén ho da nghif chiing
c6 gi bat thuong.”

“Ching ta phéi tim hiéu xem Morpheus im gi trong cong vién,” t6i noi. “Té khong thich cai ma héin goi | “trén chinh’ d6 chut ndo.”

“Hin ta dang im vigc cho Kronos,” Nico n6i. “Ching ta biét dugc diéu 6. C6 rét nhiéu tiéu thin theo vé phe Kronos. Piéudé chi chimg minh viéc s&
xdy ra cudc xam lang I3 that. Anh Percy, ching ta phai nhanh chdng xtc tién ké hoach ctia chiing ta nhé.”

“Khoan,” Grover néi. ‘Ké hoach givay?”
Ching t61 ké cho cau fiy, va Grover bt dau kéo kéo bd 16ng dé trén chan ctia cdu éy.> “Céc cau dang noi dua,” cau éy ndi. “Sao lai 1a Pia nguc chir.”

“Té khong dé nghi cau di ctng, anh ban,” t6i ddm bao voi cau éy. “T& biét cAu wvira mdi tinh lai. Nhung bon t& cAn mit it Amnhac dé mo canh ctra. Chu
lam duoc khong?”

Grover it cdy sao bang sdy ra. “To nghi t6 co thé thir. TG biét mdt vai giai diéu ctia Nirvana c6 thé 1am cho céc tang d4 tach ra. Nhung, Percy ndy, ciu
¢6 chic 1 cau mudn lam diéu nay khong?”

“Lam on di, anh ban,” t6i noi. “Diéu ndy ¢6 y nghia rat nhidu. Nh6 lai qua khi?”

Grover rén ri. “Nhur t6 nhd, trong qué khir ching ta gan nhur chét hut rét nhiéu In. Nhung duoc rdi, t& bat dau lam day.”

Cau 4y dat cdy sdo 1én mdi va bét dau phat ra mt giai diéu the thé, vui vé. Céc tang d4 rung én. Cau dy thdi thém mot vai doan tho tir tuyét nita, va
ching v& niit ra, dé 16 mot khoang trong hinh tam giac.

T6i ngd vao trong. Thiy ¢ cac bac thang dan xubng 161 di 6 om. Khong khi cé mii &m mbde va mii ciia cai chét. N6 mang lai cho t6i nhing ky niém tdi
t€ vé chuyén hanh trinh xuyén qua Mé Cung vao nim ngoai, nhung duong ham cé gi d6 tham chi con nguy hiém hon. N6 dan thing dén cung dién ctia
than Hades, va di¢u d6 gan nhu ludn 1a mot chuyen di mot di khong tro lai.

Té1 quay sang Grover. “Camon... Té nghi.”

“Percy, liéu Kronos co thuc su s& xam chiém khong?”

'\’9

“Té ude g minh ¢6 thé n6i véi cau dicu ot hon, nhung ding viy. Han ta s& lam thé
Noi xong, t6i trong Grover s& nhai nat cdy sao sdy cta minh vi s¢' hdi, nhung cau 4y chi dimg théng lén, phui phui chiéc 4o phong cia minh. T61 khong
the ngan minh vé viée cu dy trong khac thé nao so voi Leneus gia béo map. “Vay t6 s& dihop lai cac tinh linh tyr nhién. C6 1€ bon t¢ ¢6 thé giip mot tay.
T6 s€ xem liéu bon t& ¢d thé timra céi g Morpheus do khong!”

“Cau ciing phai nh6 bao cho Juniper i c4u van binh an vo su déy nhé.”



Hai mt cau Ay mo 1on. “Juniper! Oj, ¢6 Ay s& giét t& mat!”

Céu 4y chay di, nhung rdi lai quay lai va 6m cham Iy toi ln nita. “Xudng ddy phai cin than nhé! Phéi séng dé quay v& nhé!”

Khi ciu Ay di rdi, Nico va t6i danh thirc con O’Leary ddy.

Khi n6 ngiri duoc mii ciia dudng him, n6 tré nén kich dong va din diu doan dura ching toi di xudng céc bic thang, Ham ndy khé chat hep. Toi hy vong
con O’Leary s& khong bi mc ket. Toi khong thé hinh dung ra duoc phai can bao nhiéu binh thong 6ng Drain-O moi 161 duoe mdt con chd ngao dia nguc
bi mic ket gitta duong ham dan dén Dia nguc.

“Sén sang?” Nico hoi toi. “Moi chuyén s& 6n thoi. Anh dimg lo.”

Neghe nhur thé c4u ta ciing dang tr thuyét phuc chinh minh vay.

T6i ngude nhin céc vi sao, twr hoi lidu t6i s& ¢6 thé lai nhin thiy chiing 1in nita khong, Thé rdi, ching t6i lao nhanh vao bong ti.

Céc bAc thang cir kéo dai méii méii — chat hep, ddc va khé di. Xung quanh hoan toan tdi den, chi trir 4nh sang phét ra tir thanh kiém cta toi. Toi 0 di
that chdm, nhung con O’Leary lai c6 y khac. N6 am1 lao nhanh vé phia trude, khodi chi stia vang. m thanh vang vong khap duong ham nhur tiéng sting
dai bac vay, va t6i doan chiing t6i s& khong khién moi ngurdi ngac nhién khi chiing t6i di vé phia cuoi duong ham

C6 didurat la 1 Nico lai di tut lai & déing sau.

“Bm 6n chu?”’ 61 hoi ciu ta.

“Ona.” Nét mit ctia ciu ta g — do du sao? “Ctr di tiép dia,” ciu ta noi

T6i khong c6 nhidu Iwa chon. Téi di theo con O’Leary mbi ic mbi sau thém. Di thém khoang mdt tiéng dong hd, 16i nghe tiéng murdc séng chay a0 ao.
Ching t6i xuat hién & chan ctia mot vach d4, trén mot bai 4t chi toan cat nii lira méu den. Bén phai ching toi, Song Styx phun ra tir cac tang da va chay
a0 a0 vao mdt trong so cac thac nurde. Bén tréi ching ti, hién ra mo mo ¢ phia xa xa, 1 cac ngon lra dugc dot phia trén cac bire twong da den khong
106 bao quanh virong quoc cua than Hades duge goi la thanh Ity Erebos.

Toi ring minh. Lan du tién dt chan dén day, t0i dwoc mudi hai tudi, va nhd ¢ sy bau ban cia Annaberth va Grover da mang lai cho t0i sy diing cam
de tiep tuc di vé phia trude. Nico s€ chang giip duge gi nhieu vé miit “can dam”. Mat cdu ta xanh mét va to ra lo lang.

Chi mdi con O’Leary 1 vui vé thoi. N6 chay doc bo song, ngoam Jdy mdt cai xwong chin ngudi ngu nhién ndo d6 va hén hé mang vé cho ti. N6 tha
mau xuong dudi chan t6i va cho toi némra xa d¢ lai di nhét ve.

“Um, @8 saunhé, bé yéu.” Toi nhin chim chiim vao it nude den ngom, cb truyén cho minh sy can dam. “Vay, Nico... ching ta s&€ lam diéu d6 nhu thé
nao?”

“Chiing ta phai di vao trong thanh trudc,” céu ta noi.
“Nhung con song dang & ngay day ma.”

“Em phai Ay mot vai thir,” cdu ta noi. “D6 1 cach duy nhét.”
Cauta b di ma khong cho toi.

Toi nhiu may. Nico hau nhu khong hé dé cap dén bat ctr diéu gilién quan dén viéc vao thanh. Nhung gio' ching t6i da dén dugc day, toi khong biét phai
1am gi tiép theo. Toi ludng hr di theo cAu ta xudi theo bd song vé phia cac canh cdng son den khong 16.

Hang hang ngudi chét dimg bén ngoai chd duge vao trong, Hom nay 4t hin 1 mot ngay boi thu cho céc 18 tang, vi tham chi & hang EZ-DEATH ciing
chat clirng nguol

“Géau!” Con O’Leary sta vang. Truoe khi t6i kip ngan no lai, n6 da lao nhanh v& phia tram kiém soét an ninh. Con Cerberus, cho canh ctia than Hades
tir trong bong tdi budc ra — do la mdt con cho giong Rottweiler ba dAu, n6 I6n den 16i con O’Leary trong gidng nhur mdt con chd xi1 dd choi. Ngudi
Cerberus ban trong subt, vi thé that kho dé nhin thiy n6 cho dén khi né dén di gin dé giét ban. Nhung gio né chiing mang dén ching toi, nd qua ban ron
voi viée tan gau voi con O’Leary.

“Dirng, O’Leary!” to1 hét 1én voi nd. “Puirng ngii... 01, troi”

Nico mim cudi. Sau d6 cu ta nhin t6i va nét mat cAu ta lai chuyen vé nghiém nghi, nhur thé ciu ta nh6 ra chuyén gi d6 khong duge vui cho Eim. i thoi
Ho s€ khong lam phién ching ta vi d@ khdng x€p hang dau. Anh di véiem”

D t6i khong thich, nhung ching t6i di 6t qua cac hon ma bao vé va di vao Canh dong Asphodel. T6i phai huyt sao dén lan thir ba, con O’Leary moi
tir giad Cerberus va chay theo Nico va toi.



Chiing t6i di b qua bén kia cac déng’c() den diém xuyén rai rac nhiing cdy duong den si. Néu t6i tht sir s& chét trong mt vai ngay t6i theo nhur 1 tién
tri da phan, t6i ¢6 the s€ ket & day suot doi, nhung t6i tranh khong nghi dén dieu do.

Nico budc chim chim phia trude, dira ching t6i dén ngdy cang gan hon véi cung dién ctia thin Hades.
“Nay,” t6i noi, “ching ta d3 vao bén trong thanh rdi. Ching ta s& di...”

Con O’Leary chot gam gir. Mot bong den xudt hién phia trén dau— mot cai gi @6 den, lanh 1o va toan mii ttr khi. N6 lao xubng va d4u trén dinh ctia
mot ciy duong,

Khong may, ti nhan ra ba ta. Ba ta ¢6 mot khudn it nhain nheo, mdt hiéc mil len mau xanh bién xAu xi va chiée dam nhung nhau nat. Hai cénh doi moc
sau lung. Hai chn ¢4 nhitng chiéc mong séc nhon, trong hai ban tay day nhiing cai mong dong, ba ta dang nam chat mot cdy roi hira dang chdy va chicc
tai xach c¢é hoa tiét hinh canh hoa.

“C6 Dodds,” t0i noi.

Ba ta nhe nanh ra. “Chao mirng quay tr6 lai, cuc cung,”

Hai chi em gi ciia ba ta — cac Nit than Béo thit khéc — ciing dp xudng va dau ké bén b ta trén cac nhanh cta cdy duong,

“Anh biét Alecto 4?” Nico hoi toi.

“Néu do I tén muy phi thity & giiva thi diing,” t61 n6i. “Ba ta timg 1 ¢6 gido day toan ctia anh.”

Nico git dﬁg, nhur thé diéu nay khong lam cho cau ta ngac nhién Jam. CAu ta nguée nhin ba Nit thin Béo thii va hit that sau. “Ta da lam theo nhing gi
cha ta yéu cau. Hay dua chiing ta dén cung dién.”

Toi cing ca nguoi lai. “Cho mdt gidy, Nico. Emda...”

“Em xin 16i, day 1 hudng di moi cta em, anh Percy. Cha emhira cho em biét thong tin v& gia dinh em, nhung 6ng iy mudn gip anh trrde khi ching ta
thtr thach voi dong song. Em xin 101.”

“Em da lira anh?” Toi tirc gian dén ndi khong thé suy nghi duoc diéu gi. Tdi lao vao tin cong ciu ta, nhung ba Nit thin Béo thi da rét nhanh. Hai trong
s0 ho lao xudng va nhac bong t6i lén. Thanh kiem tudt khéi tay t6i va trude khi t6i nhén ra, t6i dang cach mit dat mudi tammet, lo ing gitta khong
trung.

“0, dimg vimg vay, cuc cung,” ¢d gido day toan cii ctia ti cudi khiic khich bén tai toi. “Ta ghét phai tha nguoi xubng.”

Con O’Leary sta ddy gian dit va nhay lén, ¢ gianh lai ti, nhung ching t6i dang & qué cao.

“Baon O’Leary binh tinh lai,” Nico canh cdo. C4u ta dang bay gAn t6i, dudi mong ctia Nit than Béo thi thir ba. “Em khong mudn n6 bi thuwong, anh
Percy. Cha emdang doi. Ong ay chi muon néi chuyén.”

T6i mudn bao con O’Leary tAn cong Nico, nhung viée d6 ciing chang giai quyét duoc gi. Vai lai, Nico da ding v& mot diéu: con ché ciia t6i c6 thé b
thurong néu nd ¢6 doi dau véi ba Nir than Bao thu.

Toi nghién chit ring, “O’Leary, ngdi xudng! Tao khong sao ma, bé yéu.”

N6 rénriva quay tron, ngude 1én nhin toi.

“Puoc 1di, d phan boi,” t6i gio vdi Nico. “Cau da cé duoc toi. Pua t6i dén cai cung dién ngd ngan do di”

Alecto da tha t6i xudng nhur mdt bao ¢l cai & giira vron thurong uyén.

N6 dep theo kiéu khién ban son gai dc. Céc cdy lam bang Xuong tréng duoc trong trong cac chiu camthach. Céc Iuéng hoa tran ngdp cac cay vang va
cac loai d4 quy. Trén ban cong ¢ tam nhin vé phia Cénh ddng Asphodel c6 hai chiéc ngai: mot bang xuong, mjt bang bac. Pay s& [ mdt noi thit hay
dé trai qua mot budi sang thir Bay néu khong c6 miii hru huynh va tiéng gio khoc ciia cac linh hdn bi tra tin & phia xa xa.

Céc chién binh xwong canh giit & 16i ra vao duy nhat. Ching méic quan phuc trong tran chién sa mac ctia Quan doi My rach t toi va vac sing M16.

Ba Nur thin Bao thi thr ba dat Nico xubng ngay canh toi. Sau do, ca ba déu phia trén dinh ctia ngai xuong. Toi b chdng lai cam giac thoi thic mudn
bdp ¢6 Nico. Ho s€ nhanh chdng ngan t6i lam di€u d6. Vi thé t6i phai nhan nai cho doi dip dé tra thu

T6i nhin chdm ghém vao hai chiéc ngai tréng, chd xem chuyén gi sap ra. Va roi khong khi dan toa sang, Ba bong ngudi xudt hién — thin Hades, nit thin
Persephone ngdi trén ngai ctia ho va mot nguoi phu nit I6n tudi hon dimg gitra ho. Hinh nhur ca ba ngwdi dang cai co nhau thi phai. ... da bao véi con
rang han ta 1a do t6i!” ngudi phu nit gia hon ndi.

“Me!” nit thin Persephone dap lai.



“Ching ta ¢6 khach!” thin Hades git. “Lamon di!”

Than Hades, mdt trong s6 céc vi than it yéu thich nhét cua toi, vudt thing chiéc 4o dai miu den chira day khudn mét khiép so ctia nhitng ngudi da bi
nguyén riia ctia ong ta. Da miit 6ng ta xanh mét va doi mit dir doi ctia mot nguoi dién.

“Percy Jackson,” 6ng ta cudi min nguyén. “Cudi cing ciing tém dugc nguoi.”

Nit hoang Persephone to mo nhin toi. Toi da gip ba ta mdt lan trude ddy vao mia dong nhung gitr dang | mia hé, ba ta trong giong nhu mdt nir than
hoan toan khac. Ba ta c6 mbt mai toc den bong va mot doi mét ndu amap. Chi€c 4o dam cua ba ta toa sang lung linh véi cac miu sac. Cac hoa tiét hoa
trén nén vai thay d6i va nd 1 — céc loai hoa hong, hoa tulip, va hoa rang dong,

Ngudi phy nit dang ding gitra ho chic chéin 1 me ciia nit than Persephone. Baa 4y c6 clng mai toc va mau miét, nhung trong gia hon va lanh lung hon.
Ao dam clia ba ¢ mau vang, mau ctia canh dong lia mi. Mai toc ba duoc tét voi céc soi romkho vi thé n6 m t6i nhé vé ci gio dan bang lidu gai. Toi
doan néu ai 6 quet diém ngay canh ba ta, chiic chin ba ta s& gip ric r6i to.

“Hirm,” ngudi phu nit gia hon n6i. “Céc 4 thin. Dung nhimng thir ching ta cin.”

K¢é bén ti, Nico da quy xudng, Toi u6e gico thanh kiém trong tay dé c6 thé chém phiing cai ddu xuin ngdc ciia cau ta. Rui thay, thanh Thiy Triéu van
con nam dau d6 ¢ ngoai cac canh dong kia.

“Thua cha,” Nico n6i. “Con d4 lam theo nhitng gi cha yéu cau.”

“Viée d6 chiém ciia nguroi kha nhiéu thoi gian nhi,” than Hades ku bau. “C6 khi chi nguoi s& am diéu do

Nico ha thép du minh xubng. Néu t6i khong dién tiét cau nhoc 1au ca nay, t6i c6 thé s& cam thdng cho ciu ta.
T6i ngwée nhin vi thin cta cai chét. “Ong mudn g, Hades?”

“N6i chuyén, tt nhién rdi.” Vi thin méo miéng trong mdt nu cudi 4c nghiét. “Nico khong n6i gi véi ngwroi sao?”
“Vay toan bd chuyén ny 1 mdt trd kira bip. Nico dua t6i xubng ddy dé ong giét toi chir gi.”

“0, khong,” than Hades phéan dbi. “Ta ly lam tiéc phai noi |a Nico rt thuc long mudn gitip nguoi ddy. Thang ranh vira thét tha vira ngu hét chd noi. Ta
chi thuyét phuc né di mdt vong nho nho va mang nguoi xuong day trude.”

“Cha,” Nico kéu Ién, “ngudi da s& hira khong am hai anh Percy. Cha d4 n6i néu con dua anh dy dén, cha s& ké cho con vé quéa khir ctia minh — vé me

con.
Nit hoang Persephone dot nhién thd dai swon suot. “Ching ta c6 thé khong n6i vé nguoi phu nit d6 trude mit t6i khong?”
“Xin 16i nhé, bd cau bé nho ciia ta,” thin Hades v vé. “Ta budc phai hira voi thing bé mot didu gi do.”

Nguoi phy nit gia hon dang lnng, “Ta d4 canh bao con, con gii. Cai thing Hades du thit du thuc ndy khong phéi i ngudi tdt. Con 6 thé da cudi mdt vi

than ciia cac bac sihay mot vi thin ctia cac udt sur, nhung khooo6ng, Con phai an cho bang duoc qua lyu.”

“Va mic ket & Dia nguc!”

‘Mg, lamon...”

“Va gir da I thang Tam, con ¢6 vé nha nhur con bude phai im khong? Con c6 bao gios nghi dén ngudi me gia ¢b doc i nghiép ctia minh khong?”
“DEMETER!” than Hades hét Ién. “Du rdi dy. Nén nh6 ngwoi chi i khéch trong nha ta thoi ddy.”

“O, mdt ngdi nha co diy?”” b ta noi. “Nguoi goi cai dong réc nay 1 nha sao? Lam cho con gii ta sdng trong cai noi ti tim, dmuét...”

“Ta da ndi voi nguroi rdi.” thin Hades nghién ring, ngit 101, “co mot cude chién & thé gidi trén kia. Nguoi va Persephone 6t hon hét nén ¢ day véi ta.”
“Xin 161, t61 ngdit 1o, “Nhung néu nguroi mudn giét ta, sao khong ra tay luén di?”

Ba vj thin trd mit nhin toi.

“Um, thiing bé ndy rit ra dang,” nit thin Demeter nhan xét.

“Diing nhur thé,” than Hades gt g dong y. “Ta rat mudn giét n.”



“Cha!” Nico n6i. “Cha da hira!”

“Chdng oi, ching ta n6i vé chuyén ndy rdi,” nit thin Persephone qué trach. “Anh khong thé di khip noi va giét chét moi anh hing. Nigodi ra, n6 rét diing
cam Em thich dicu do.”

Thén Hades dio miit. “Nang ciing da thich cai g Orpheus d6. Nhin xem viée d6 da mang lai chuyén gi. Thoi dé ta giét chét n6, chi mdt thoang thdi m.”

“Cha, nguoi di hira!” Nico phan d6i. “Cha da néi chi mudn n6i chuyén véi anh Percy. Cha d n6i néu con dura anh Ay dén, cha s& giai thich moi chuyén
cho con.”

Than Hades quéic mit nhin, sau d6 lam thamg cac nép gp trén 40. “A, ta dau c6 nudt i Me nguo... ta cd thé 16i cho nguoi diéu g nhi? Ba 4y 1 mdt
ngudi phy nit tuyét yom > Ong ta lo king liéc nhin nit than Persephone. “Tha 16i cho ta, cuc cung yéu quy. Y ta muén n6i, di nhién, 1 chi véi ngudi pham,
khong hon. Tén ba dy A Maria di Angelo. Ba 4y 1 ngudi Venice nhung cha ba a ay 12 mdt nha ngoai giao & Washington D.C. P9 1a noi ta da gip ba ay.
Khi hai chi em nguoi con bé, d6 la quang th01 gian i t& khi i con ctia Hades. Thé chién thir hai dang dién ra. Mot vai dira con, 4, dtra con khéc cua ta
dang chi huy bén thua trén. Lic 4y, ta nghi tdt nhit i nén tranh cho hai ngwoi khoi nguy hiém.”

“Véy d6 14 Iy do cha gidu hai chi em con trong Song bai Lotus?”

Thén Hades nhiin vai. “Céc nguoi s& khong Ion. Ciiing khong biét thoi gian dang dan trdi di. Ta phai cho dung thoi diém moi dua cac ngwoira.”

“Nhung chuyén gi d4 xay ra voi me ctia bon con? Sao con khong nhé gi vé& me ca?”

“Khong quan trong,” than Hades c4u kinh noi.

“Céi gi? Di nhién 1 né quan trong, Vi lai, cha con ¢6 nhitng dira con khéc — sao bon con i nhirng ngudi duy nhét bi gidu di? Va ngudi luat su dén dén
ching conra Ia ai?”

Thén Hades nghién ring tréo treo. “Nguroi tot hon hét nén chi biét Fing nghe nhiéu hon va ndi in it thoi. Con vé tay ludt sur...”

Hades bung tay. Trén dinh ngai ctia ong ta, Nt than Béo thi Alecto bt dau bién q& cho dén khi ba ta bién thanh mdt ngwdi dan 6ng trung nién mic vét
soc nhuyen, tay xach c@p da. Ba ta — 6ng ta — trong that ky la khi thu minh & vai than Hades.

“Nguoi!”

Nit than Béo thit cuoi khiic khich. “Ta dong vai gido vién véi uat sur rat tot!”

Nico run rdy. “Nhung sao cha lai tha tui con ra khoi song bai d6?”

“Nguoi biét Iy do ma,” than Hades n6i. “Thing con ngu ngde ctia Poseidon khong dugc phép trds thanh dira tré trong 1i tién tri do.”

Toi haien hong ngoc & mdt cai cly gin d6 va némno vé phia thE‘jll’l Hades. N6 nhe nhang chui vao trong chiéc 4o ctia 6ng ta. “Ong nén dang gitp céc
than trén dinh Olympus chir!” t6i noi. “Tat ca cac than dang chién dau chong lai Typhon, con dng thi ung dung ngoi day...”
“Lam ngur 6ng dic loi,” than Hades tiép 10i toi. “Piing, diéu d6 hoan toan dung, Thé Ian cudi cling dinh Olympus gitp dd ta 1 khi nao ha, con lai? Thé lan

cudi cling mdt dira con ciia ta dugc chao dén nhur mdt anh hing I khi nao? Cha! Thé sao ta lai phai lao ra va gitp ho chir? Ta van s& & day cting v6i
céc doi quan nguyén ven cua ta.”

“Thé néu Kronos tan cong 6ng?”
“Ctr dé hén thir xem Pén liic Ay, chic chén hin ta d4 yéu di nhiu roi. Va con trai ta & ddy, Nico... > Than Hades nhin ciu ta dAy chan ghét. “Um, gio thi
16 khong manh Fim ta phai cong nhan voi ngwoi diéu d6. Gia Bianca con sdng ¢6 phai hon khong. Nhung néu cho n6 bon ndm hudn luyén. Di nhién I

ching ta ¢6 thé kién tri trong quiing thoi gian dai nhu thé. Khi d6 Nico s& duge murdi sau tudi, nhur 1oi tién tri phén, va rdind s& dura ra quyét dinh ctru
v6t thé gioi. Con ta s& trd thanh vua ctia cac vi thin.”

“Ong dién a,” ti n6i. “Kronos s& tiéu diét dng, ngay sau khi héin ta x6a s6 dinh Olympus.”

Thén Hades vung tay ra. “Duroc rdi, nguroi s& ¢6 co hoi dé kham pha ra didu d6, con lai. Vi ngoi s& chd doi cude chién ndy két thiic trong cac nguc tdi
cuata.”

“Khong!” Nico n6i. “Cha, d6 khong phai I thoa thuan ctia ching ta. Va cha da khong néi cho con bat ctr diéu gil”
“Ta da ndi cho nguwoi nhitng gi can biét,” than Hades néi. “Con ve thoa thuén gitra hai ta, ta da n6i chuyén voi Jackson. Ta dau c6 lam hai nd. Nguoi da
¢6 duoc thong tin ctia nguroi. Néu ngwoi mudn c6 mit giao dich tot hon, nguroi nén bit ta thé véi Song Styx. Gior thi di vé& phong di!” Ong ta vy tay va

Nico bién mt.

“Thing bé can an nhiéu hon,” nit thin Demeter cau nhau. “No giy tro xuong. NO can 3n thém nhiéu ngii cdc.> Nt than Persephone dao mit. “Me, da
qua du véi ngli coc roi. Hades, chia t€ ctia ta, ching ta khdng thé d€ cho ngudi anh hting bé nho nay di sao? Cau ta vo cliing diing cam.”



“Khong, vo yéu ctia ta. Ta da khong giét n6. Thé 1 qua ¢ r6i.”

Toi hy vong ba ta s& dimg vé phia t6i. Nir thin Persephone diing cam, xinh dep tuyét trdn s& gitip t6i thoat khoi chdn nay.

Nhung ba ta nhin vai ths 0. “Tét thoi. Ching ta an gi vao bita sang nhi? Ta doi qua.”

“Ngii cde,” nit than Demeter noi.

“Me!”” Hai ngudi phy nit bién mit trong con 1o¢ ctia cac loai hoa va i mi.

“Pumng cam thiy qua kho chiu thé, Percy Jackson,” than Hades noi. “Cac hér} ma ciia ta van dang cap nhét cho~ta thuong xuyén vé cac ké hoach ciia
Kronos. Ta cc')~thé dambao véi nguoi rang nguoi khong cé co hdi d€ ngan han ta diing lic. Pém nay, s€ qua tré d6i voi dinh Olympus quy bau ctia
nguoi. Chiéc bay s€ dugc bat lén.”

“Bay na0?” t6i ging hoi. “Néu ong biét, hily im diéu gi di chur! It nhit hily dé t6i n6i cho cac vi than khéac!”

Than Hades cuoi tim tim. “Nguoi tht khi thé. Ta s& khen ting ngwoi vi diéu d6. Vui vé trong nguc ti ctia ta nhé. Ching ta lai dén kiém tra ngwoi lan
nita trong — O, nAm muroi hay sdu muroi nAm nira nhé.”

Ban dang doc truyén Vi Than Cudi Cimg dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 8: Lan tam song toi t€ nhat cua toi
Thanh kiém lai xuét hién trong ti ti.

That i, ding lic ghé. Gior toi cir viée chém thoa thué vao cac birc twong ctia nha giam. Xa lim ciia t6i khong ¢6 chan song, cira s6, tham chi cira ra vao
ciing khong. Céc tén linh gac xuong da day thang t01 xuyén qua mot birc tuong va n6 cimg lai ngay sau hung t6i. Toi khong chic liéu can phong ndy cé
du dudng khi khong. Co thé Tim. Nguc tdi ctia than Hades von danh cho nguoi chét, va ho khong thd. Vy nén, quén chuyén nam muroi hay sdu muoi
nam di. Toi s& chét trong nim muroi, hodic sau muoi phit nita. Trong lic d6, néu lic ndy o gia Hades khong gat tré con, thi mdt vai cai bay lon s& duoc
giang khiip New York vao cudi ngay hom nay, va ti hoan toan ching thé lim duoc gi

Ngi trén nén da lanh, 6 vo cing dau kho.

T6i khong nhé minh lo' mo ngi tir e ndo. Nhung nghf lai gids 4t phéi i bay gior sang, theo gidy ctia con ngudi, va t6i da trai qua du loai tai wong,

T6i mo thiy minh dimg ¢ mai hién cua can nha bén bai bién & St. Thomas ctia gia dinh Rachel. Mat troi dang dang cao trén bé}l troi Caribbe. Hang ta
hon dao cay c6i rdamrap namrai rac trén khap mét bicn. Nhimg canh budm trang cat ngang mt nurée. Mui khong khi day muoi khién t6i tur hoi ligu minh
con c6 co hdi dugc nhin thiy dai duong Ian nita khdng,

Cha me Rachel ngdi ¢ chiéc ban ngoai troi trong khi dau bep riéng phuc vy mon trimg dp la cho ho. Ong Dare miic bo vét bang vai lanh tring Ong dy
dang doc to Wall Street Journal. Quy ba ngdi ddi dién chic I ba Dare, mic dau tit ca nhitng gi toi co thé nhin thiy 1 nhitng ngdn tay son méu hong
dam va bia ctia to Condé Nast Traveler. Toi chiu, khong hiéu ndi. Ching phéi ba dang di du lich d6 sao? Vay con doc tap chi du lich im gi?

Rachel dig tira vao lan can ctia mai hién va the dai. C6 Ay méc quéan limg va chiéc 4o phong Van Gogh. (Phai, Rachel dang ¢6 day cho i vé hoi hoa,
nhung dirng qua cdm dong, Toi chi nhé duoc tén clia Ong ta vi Ong ta da tur cat cut mdt bén tai clia minh.)

Toi tyr hoi co phai co Ay dang nghii vé ti, va chuyén di nghi nay mdi t& 1am sao khi khong 6 t6i di ciing ho. Toi biét d6 1a nhitng gi ti dang nghil

ROi khung cénh lai thay doi. Toi dang démg ¢ khu budn ban bén dudi cong vom Arch & Saint Louis. Trude ddy ti da timg dén day. Thét ra trude day
t01 xém chét vi ngd tir trén d6 xudng,

Phia trén thanh phb, mdt con dng sét dang suc soi — mdt bire tudng hoan toan den ciing cac tia sdm sét dang troi nhanh ngang qua bau trdi. Cach d6
may day nha, cac phurong tién ctru hd tu tap lai voi dén xe con dang nhap nhay. Mot cdt bui boc Ien tir dong d6 nat, toi nhan ra d6 1a mdt toa nha choc
troi wira do sép.

Mot phong vién gan do6 hét 1on vao chiéc micro ctia ¢d ta. “Céc quan chirc dang miéu ta vu viéc ndy xay ra B do cAu triic nha qua yéu, Dan, thé nhung
khong ai bict liéu nd c6 lién quan gi dén trang thai ctia con bao hay khong,”

Gi6 thdi bay mai toc ¢b ta. Nhiét do dang giam nhanh dot ngdt — khoang chimg murdi do ké tir khi toi bt dau dimg & day.

“Ciing may toa nha da bi bo hoang dé chuan b1 phé hity,” ¢6 ta tiép tuc ndi. “Nhung canh sat phai di tan moi ngudi dan séng trong cac toa nha lin can vi
so rang viéc sap db nay co thé s& kéo theo...
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C6 ta ngap ngimg vi mjt tiéng gAm 1on cit xuyén qua bau troi. Mot tia chdp danh vao ngay gitra bong t6i. Ca thanh pho rung chuyén. Khong khi nong
rue va mi soi 16ng trén ngudi toi dung dimg ca én. Tia chdp danh manh dén ndi t0i biét n6 chi c6 thé 1a thir duy nhat: tia chop cta thin Zeus. N6 ¢6 thé
Jam bde hoi moi muc tiéu ctia nd, nhung dam miy den chi lao dao i lai mdt chit 101 thoi. Mot ndm dim khoi xuét hién bén ngoai cac dam miy. N6 dam
manh vao mot toa thap khéc va ca toa thap sup d6 nhur céc khbi dd choi ctia tré con.

C6 phong vién het 1én. Moi nguoi chay tia ra cac con dudng. Bén xe cliruhd chop nhay. Toi nhin théy mit vét sang bac trén bau troi — mot cd xe do
tuan 1oc kéo, nhung d6 khong phai ong gia Noel. Do 1a nir thin Artermis dang cudi trén con bio, ban nhitng miii tén anh tring vao bong tdi kia. Mot sao
chdi vang sang ruc cit ngang duong xe cta nit thin— c6 thé do 1 anh trai ctia nit than, than Apollo.

Mot diéu rat 10 Typhon dén duoc song Mississippi. Hén ta da di qua dugc mdt nira nudc My, hity diét moi thir véi su thire tinh, va cac than chi lAm
chimtoc do ctia han doi chut.

M6t dbng bong dém xudt hién 1 mo phia trén dau t6i. Mot ban chan c6 kich thudc ciia sin vin dong Yankee sip ddm bep t6i thi mdt giong noi rit 1én:
“Anh Percy!”

T6i tAn cong theo ban ning, Trudc khi t6i hoan toan tinh gidc, t6i d& dé nghién Nico xudng nén xa lim v ria thanh kiémké sét ¢d cau ta.
“Chi... muén... ctru,” cdu ta nghen 101,

Con gian lam t6i tinh ngt héin. <O, thé u? Va sao t6i phai tin cau ch?”

“Khdng con... lwra chon?”’ céu ta néi.

Toi ude gi cdu ta da khong ndi didu logic nhur thé. Toi budng tay.

Nico cudn tron nguoi lai va phét ra nhimg tiéng non khan khi ¢ hong cau ta hdi phuc lai. Cubi cling cau dimg déy, than trong nhin thanh kiém ctia t6i.
Kiém ctia cdu ta van nim trong bao. T6i cho 1a néu muon, cu ta c6 thé lam diu d6 lic t6i dang ngl. Tuy nhién, t6i van khong tin cdu ta.

“Chiing ta phéi ra khoi ddy,” cau ta noi.

“Tai sa0?” ti n6i. “Cha cu lai mudn n6i chuyén voi t6i 2

Céu ta nhin mat. “Anh Percy, em thé v6i Séng Styx, em da khong biét gi vé ké hoach ctia 6ng dy.”
“Cau phai biét con ngudi ciia cha cau chir!”

“Ong dy da lra em Ong 4y da hira...” Nico dura hai tay Ién. “Nghe ndy... ngay Iic ndy, ching ta can rdi khoi ddy. Em da lam cho bon linh gac ngg,
nhung dicu d6 s€ khong lau dan.”

Toi lai mudn bop cb ciu ta mot lin nira. Khong may, cu ta ndi ding. Ching t6i khong c6 thoi gian dé tranh cdi va t6i khong thé tyr minh thoat khoi day.
Cau ta chi tay vao birc twong. Nguyén ca bire trdng bien mat, d€ 1o mdt hanh lang phia bén ngoai.

“Pi thdi.”” Nico dan dudng,

T6i u6c gi minh ¢ chiée nén tang hinh ctia Annabeth, nhung héa ra, t6i khong can n6. Mdi khi ching toi gip phai linh gac, Nico chi viéc chi tay vao hin
va doi mat phat sang ctia han tir tir mo di. Nhung diéu khong hay 14, Nico cang lam diéu do, cau ta duong nhu cang trd nén yeéu di. Hai chung t6idi
xuyén qua mjt me cung hanh lang véi co' man céc linh gic. Vao thoi diem ching t6i dén duoc phong bep voi cac dau bép va ngudi phyc vu xuong, t0i
hau nhu phai mang Nico di. Céu ta da lam cho tat ca cac hon ma ngt nhung chinh ban than cau ta ciing gan nhur 13 di. T6i kéo céu ta ra khdi 101 vao danh
cho cac nguoi phuc vu va di vao Canh dong Asphodel.

T6i gan nhur thd phao nhe nhdm thi mot tiéng cong bang ddng vang 1én dir doi trong cung dién.

“Béo dong ddy,” Nico thi thao ddy ngai ngil.

“Chimng ta lam gi bay gio?”

Céu ta ngodc miéng ra ngap sau d6 nhiu may nhur dang c6 nhé diéu gi. “Hay ta thir... chay nhé?”

Chay chung vi dira con dang ngi g ngi git ctia thin Hades giéng nhur dang choi trd chay dua hai ngudi ba chén voi mot con bup bé vai to bang ngudi
that. Mot tay t6i kéo cau ta theo, tay con lai lim im kiem. Céc linh hon ctia ngudi chét nhurong dudng nhur thé dong celestial 1a mot ngon lra dang chdy.

Tiéng cong vang vong khép cac canh dong Hiénra o mo phia truée Ia cac bire trdng thanh cua Erebos, nhung ching 61 di cang lau, né dudng nhu
ngay cang xa hon. Liic sap d6 guc vi ki€t strc, t6i nghe thay mot tiéng kéu than thude, “GU GU!”

Con O’Leary lao ra tir mdt noi ndo d6 va bt dau chay vong quanh hai dira t6i, sin sang dé choi.

“Bé ngoan!” t6i ndi. “May dua bon tao dén Song Styx nhé?”



Tir “Styx” khién n6 cuc ky phén khich. N6 chéic chn da nghi t6i mu6n noi gdy. N6 nhay Ién nhdy xubng mot vai lin, dudi theo céi dudi ctia minh nhur thé
mubn day cho nd ai méi B chi, va rdi né binh finh lai du dé 16i ddy Nico 1én hrng n6. Toi leo 1n va no lao nhanh v& phia céc canh cng. N6 nhay phdc
qua hing EZ-DEATH, 1am cho céc linh gic bd 16m ngdm va tao ra thém nhidu tiéng cng bao dong hon. Con Cerberus stia, nhung giong nghe ¢6 vé
kich dong hon I gian giit, nhur mudn noi: TG ¢6 thé choi cing khong?

Rét may, n6 da khong dudi theo ching toi va con O’Leary van tiép tuc chay. N6 khong ngimg lai cho dén khi ching t6i dén duoc thurong hru xa xa cia
S6ng Styx va cac ngon lira & Erebos bién mét trong canh t6i am.

Nico tut khoi lung con O’Leary, cudn tron nguoi thanh mdt déng trén mat cat den.

Toi Ay ra mdt goc banh thanh — mot phén thire 3n thin thanh ding trong tinh trang khén cip ma t6i vn luon mang theo bén minh. N6 hoi dap, nhung
Nico da annd.

‘Um” cAu ta thi thAm. “T6t hon rdi.”
“Strc manh ctia cdu da lam tiéu hao qua nhiéu stre Iye cta cau,” t0i nhan xét.
N6 gt du ddy ngai ngh. “Véi sirc manh 16n... dan dén nhu cau rét Ién 13 tranh tha chop niit. Danh thirc em sau nhé.”

“Woa, anh ban xac u6p.” Toi chup By cdu ta trude khi ciu ta c6 thé lai ngh lim di. “Chiing ta da dén b song i, Cau phai ndi cho t6i diéu phéi im
chir.”

Toi cho cduta an r{ﬁu banh thanh cubi cling ctia minh, diéu d6 hoi nguy hiém. Loai banh niy ¢ thé chira lanh cac  thin, nhung néu an nhiéu hon mirc
cho phép, nd cd thé dot ching toi thanh tro. May thay, krong banh Nico an vao wira dung licu. Nico lac dau mot vai lan va co gang ding day.

“Cha em ciing dén ddy ngay ddy,” cau ta n6i. “Chiing ta nén nhanh lén.”

Dong murde ctia Séng Styx cudn theo nhiéu vét la — cac loai db choi hong, bing dai hoc rach buom, hoa cai ngure héo tia — tat ca gidc mo ma con ngudi
da némdi khi ho chuyén tir song sang chét. Nhin vao dong nurde den ngom, t6i cd thé nghil vé khoang ba tri¢u noi toi tha boi & d6 con hon & day.

“Vay... t6i chi viéc nhdy vao d6?”

“Anh phai chuén bi chinh minh trude,” Nico ndi, “néu khong dong song s& hiy diét anh. N6 c6 thé thiéu hity ca thé xac 1an linh hon anh.”

“Nghe hay nhi,” t6i Am bdm.

“Pay khong phai 1 trd dila dau,” Nico canh béo. “Chi cé mdt cach duy nhit & bam chit vao cude doi con ngudi ciia anh. Anh phai..”

Céu ta liéc nhin phia sau ti va ciu ta mo 6. Toi quay phét lai va nhin thdy chinh minh mét d6i mit véi mot chién binh Hy Lap.

Trong mot giy, t6i nghi anh ta la than Ares, vi nguoi nay gidng hét vi than chién tranh — cao lon va vam v, voi khuon miit ¢6 seo hung dir va mai toc den
cat sat da dau. Anh ta nic bo tunic va 40 gidp bang ddng, Anh ta kep chiéc mii st duoc diém to bang Ibng chim bén dudi canh tay. Nhung doi mét anh
ta 14 it ctia ngwoi pham, ching ¢ mau xanh lam nhu méu ctia vimg bién can, va mdt miii tén dinh mau 16 ra tir bip chén tréi, trén mét ca modt chit.

Toi rat dbt trong viée nhd tén cac anh hing Hy Lap, nhung t6i lai biét vé chién binh vi dai nhét ctia moi thoi dai, nguoi da chét vimot got chan bi throng,
“Achilles,” t61 noi.

Conma git dau. “Ta da canh bao mdt tén khéc khong dugc di theo con dudng ciia ta. Gid ta ciing s& canh bao nguoi”

“La Luke? Anh da n6i chuyén v6i Luke 1di 42

“Khong duge lam diéu nay,” anh ta ndi. “N6 s& mang lai cho ciu sirc manh. Nhung nd cling s€ lam cho céu yeu di. Sy thién chién trong khi chién dau
cuia cdu s€ vrot xa tat ca ngudi pham, nhung cac diém yéu ctia cau, cac nhurge diém clia céu cling s€ tang theo.”

“Y anh I g6t chn ctia em ciing s& yéu di sa0?”” t6i ni. “Néu thé, em s& mang thir gi d6 ngoai gidy sandal, khong phéi sao? Em khong ¢6 y canh khoe gi
dan.”

Anh ta nhin got chan nhudm méu ctia minh. “Gét chén chi B diém yéu thé xéc cta ta thoi, 4 than. Me Thetis cla ta da ndm g6t chén ta khi nhing ta vao
Song Styx. Chinh tinh kiéu ngao ctia ta moi thue sy giét chét ta. Hay than trong! Quay vé di!”

Anh ta khuyén chan tinh. T6i ¢6 thé camnhan duoc sy hdi tiéc va cay ding trong giong n6i ctia anh ta. Anh ta thue ong mubn ctru t6i khoi dinh ménh
khing khiép.

Nhung roi, Luke d dén day nhung héin ta dau c6 quay dau lai.

D6 14 Iy do tai sao Luke c6 thé chira linh hon Kronos ma co thé ciia hdn ta khong bi phan hity. Day ki cach mé hén ta dd chuan bi cho chinh minh, Iy do



cho viéc khong ai giét duoc ’hén ta. Han ta d4 tim minh trong SOng Styx va tiép nhén cac sirc manh clia nguoi anh hing Vi dai nhit ciia loai ngudi,
Achilles. Han ta bat kha chién bai.

“Bm phai im thé,” t6i néi. “Néu khong, em khong c6 Iy mt co may gianh chién théng ”
Achilles guc dAu budn ba. “Hay dé cac cac than ching giamla ta da rat b gang Céubé anh hing, néu cau phai lim diéu nay, hay tap trung vao diém
sbng con ciia cau. Hay trong trong vé mbt noi trong co thé ciu s& van ¢6 thé bi tén thuong. o la diém m linh hdn ciu s& neo chit co thé cau voi thé
gioi. No s€ la diém 1yeu Ion nhdt cta cau, nhung ddng thoi ciing i niém hy vong duy nhét. Khong c6 ngudi no lai c6 thé hoan toan khong bi ton thurong,
Néu khong nhin thdy duoc diéu gitr cho cau la mdt con ngudi, thi Song Styx s& dot chiy ciu ra tro. Cau s& phai thoat ra dé song sot.”

“Anh khong thé néi cho emdiém tir ctia Luke sa0?”

Achilles quéic mit. “Ty chun b chinh minh di, thing bé ngdc nay. Cho dui cau qua dugc chuyén ndy hay khong, cu ciing d hra chon cai chét ciia chinh
minh 161,

Vi y nghif vui vé d6, anh ta bién mét.

“Anh Percy,” Nico noi. “c6 thé anh ta n6i ding.”

“Pay 1a y tudng cua cau.”

“Embiét. Nhung gio ching ta ¢ ddy...”

“Clr & trén bor cho di. Néu t6i c6 ménh hé gl.. Um 6 & thin Hades s& dat dugc wéc nguyén, va xét cho cting thi cau s€ 1a dira tré cuia 1oi tién tri.”
Céu ta khong Ay lam vui vi diéu d6, nhung t6i khong quan tam.

Trude khi t6i 6 thé doi ¥, t0i tap trung vao phan eo g — mot diém bé xiu xiu d6i dién véi ron. N6 s& duge bao vé tdt khi tdi miic 4o giap. N6 kho bi
va dap vao khi tai nan, va mot vai ké thu s€ khong chi }émnhélm vao d6. Khong c6 diem nao tuyét doi an toan, nhung diém nay doi voi toi ma ndi, giy
an trong vai to1 hon nhi€u so véi nich hay thir gi d6 chang ha

Toi tuéng turong ra mot soi ddy — soi dy bungee dang két nbi t6i voi thé gidi tir eo kg ctia toi. Va t6i budc vao dong song,

Hay trong twong ban dang nhay vao mot h6 acid dang soi sting suc. Gid thi nhan ndi dau d6 1én nam muroi lan. Ban van s& khong hiéu dugc cam gidc
nhur thé nao khi boi trong song Styx. Toi dur dinh s€ bude vao chim ri va hién ngang nhu mot anh hing that sw. Nhung ngay khi nirde cham vao d6i ban
chan t6i, cac co bap cua t6i bién thanh thach va t6i ngd up mit xuong dong nudc.

Ngudi t6i chim h:%m Lén d4u tién trong doi, t0i khong thé the duoc dudi nude. Toi cubi ctng cling hiéu dugc cam gidc hoang loan ciia ngudi sip chét
duoi. Moi day than kinh trong co the t61 bi boc chdy. Toi sap tan ra trong nude. Toi nhin thay cac khudn mét — Rachel, Grover, Tyson, me t6i, nhung ho
tan bién di nhanh nhu khi ho xuat hién.

“Percy,” me t01i ndi. “Meg trao cho con 101 chiic phiic cua me.”

“Hay bao trong nhé, anh trai!”” Tyson van vi.

“Enchiladas!” Grover néi. Toi khong chic cau néi do tir dau dén, nhung né ciing khéng tac dung Em thi phai.

T6i dang thua. Con dau that khing khiép. Hai ban tay va ban chén t6i dang tan dan trong murdc song, linh hon t6i dang bi xé ra khoi xéc. Toi khong thé
nhd minh 4 ai nita. Con dau do ludi hai cua Kronos gy ra khong Ia gi so voi con dau lic nay.

Soi déy, mdt giong n6i quen thude vang Ién. “Hay nhé thir két ndi cude doi cia nguoi, dd ngde!”

Thét nhién, c6 mot cai gidt manh & phén lung phia dudi ctia toi. Dong nurde kéo t6i lai nhung nd khdng cudn t6i trdi xa hon nita. Toi twéng tuong ra soi
day trén lung t6i, gitr chat tdi vao vdi bo song,

“Kién tri ndo, Oc Tao Bién.” P6 I giong ctia Annabeth, iy d rd rang hon rit nhiéu. “Cau khong thé thoat khoi t6 mot cach d& dang nhur thé dau.”

Soi déy cang vitng chéic hon.

Gio t6i ¢6 thé nhin thayArmabeth dang dimg cau tau ctia hd xudng & phia trén to1. T61da t6 tir xuong xubng nuée. bung la thé that. C6 Ay vira ¢b nhin

cudi vira dua tay ra dé kéo i Ién. C6 Ay mic 4o phdng mau cam ciia trai v quan jeans. Toc cd 4y nhét gon trong chiéc mil ludi trai Yankees, diéu nay
ciing la tht ddy, vi viéc d6 hén s& 1am cho ¢6 tang hinh méi ding chi.

A L9

“P6i khi cdu ciing gibng mdt tén ngde.” C6 Ay mim cudi. “Nao. Cam Ry tay t6 di.”

Moi ky trc tia vé lai v6i t6i — rd rang hon va dy miu sic. Thin thé t6i khong tan nita. Percy Jackson I tén toi. Toi viron nguoi én va nim By tay
Annabeth.



Dot nhién t6i bay vot 1én khoi con song, Toi d6 ap nguoi trén cat va Nico bd b lai day ngac nhién.

“Anh c6 sao khong?” cau ta Eip ba Bip bip néi. “Da anh. Oi, than thanh oi. Anh bj thuong!”

Hai cénh tay t6i d6 nhu tom lude. Toi ¢6 cam gidc nhur timg phén trén co thé t6i da dwoc nuréng trén mot ngon kira chay amii.
T6i nhin quanh tim kiém Annabeth du toi biét c6 4y khong ¢ ddy. Hinh anh ¢6 Ay duong nhur qué thét.

“Anh khong sao... anh nghi thé.” Mau da t6i trd lai binh thuong. Con dau diu xudng. Con O’Leary di dén va ngiri ngiri vao nguoi t6i day quan tim Hinh
nhu t6i c6 mii cyre ky thi vi.

“Anh ¢6 thiy manh hon chit nao khong?”” Nico hoi.

Trude khi t6i quyét dinh t6i cam thdy nhu thé ndo, mot giong néi vang kén, “BY ROI!”

Mot doi quan ngudi chét lao nhanh vé phia bon t6i. Mot trim linh & duong xwrong La Ma dan du véi khién va gido. Phia sau ciing chimg do tén mic
quéan phuc do cua linh Anh véi siing gan ludi € sang loang. Gitta doan quéan I than Hades dich than cu®i trén mot chice xe ngira mau den va vang duoc
kéo bai nhitng con nggra 4c mong, d6i mit va bom clia chiing I3 nhitng ngon Ira dang am 1 chay.

“Lan nay ngwoi s& khong thoat khoi duoc ta dau, Percy Jackson!” thin Hades gam Ién. “Giét hén cho ta!”

“Cha, khong!” Nico gao Ién, nhung d qua trén xéc wép La Ma ¢ tuyén dau da ha thp mili gi4o va tin cong.

Con O’Leary rit Ién, san sang Vo ly ching. C6 thé nhimg didu d6 da lam 6 tirc gién. Toi khong mudn ching lam dau con ché ctia minh. Con nira, t0i
da qua mét moi voi vide thin Hades 1 mot ké thich bt nat to xac. Néu t6i s& chét, t6i s& chét lic chién dau.

Toi hét lon va Song Styx nbi gian. Mot con song lon miu den quat manh xudng dam linh 1 duong, Khién va gido bay tir tung. Cac xéc udp La Ma bt
dau tan ra, khoi mong bay Ién tir mil sat ctia ching,

Nhitng tén linh Anh da ha thip ludi 16, nhung t6i khong dtmg yén chd doi. Toi tin cong trudc.

bola dleungungoc nhAt m t61 d3 timg Bm Hangtramkhau sting hoa mai nha dan vé phia 61— bén thing, Khong phét ndo tring, Toi lao vao hang ngii
ctia ching, bt d4u tung hoanh cing thanh Thity Triéu. Céc hrdi 16 ddm manh. Céc thanh kiém chém ngang doc. Céc cay stng Ién dan rdi nha dan.
Khong gi ¢6 thé cham vao toi.

To6i lao nhanh xuyén qua cac hang, chém manh vao ‘céc tén linh Anh va bién ch(mg thanh tro, hét tén nay dén tén khac. Bo no t6i trd né‘n tu dong: dam,
né, chém, lam l&ch hudng, in tron. Thanh Thily Trieu khong con 1a mdt thanh kiémnita. N6 trd thanh mdt cung lra ctia sy huty diét thuan tiy.

Toi choc thing phong tuyén ciia dbi phuong va nhay vao ¢d xe ngira den. Than Hades gio cao quyén truong ctia minh 1én. Mot tia nang leong den phong
thang v€ phia t6i, nhung t61 d3 ding ludi kiém lam tréch hudng di ctia n6 va lao vao nguodi ong ta. Ca 61 va vi than ngl 1on nhao xudng khoi co xe ngya.

Piéu tiép theo t6i nhn ra, dAu gbi t6i xiét chat trén nguc than Hades. Toi dang ndm Ay c¢6 chiéc 40 hoang gia trong mot tay, va miii thanh kiém ctia t6i
chia xuong ngay phia trén mit ong ta.

Im Iang nhur t0. Quén linh khong lam gi dé bao vé chu ciia ho. Toi liéc ra sau va nhan ra nguyén do. O d6 ching con mdt ai ngoai vii khi trén mt cat va
hang dong khéi, cac bd quan phuc trong rong. Toi da tidu diét hét toan bo.

Thin Hades nu6t khan. “Gio, Jackson, hdy nghe...”

Ong ta bat tir. Toi khong co dé giét chét dng ta, nhung cac vi than ¢6 thé bi thirong, Toi biét 16 diéu do, va toi doan mdt thanh kiém chia vao mit ching
mang lai diéu gi tot dep.

“Chi vi toi | mdt nguoi tot,” 01 gom gir, “t6i s& tha 6ng di. Nhung trude hét, hiy néi cho t6i vé chuyén céi bay do!”
Thén Hades bién thanh khong khi, dé lai trong tay t6i chiéc 4o den trong rdng ctia 6ng ta.

Toi nguyén ria va dimg day, tho hén hén. Gio khi mbi nguy hiém qua di, t6i moi nhén ra minh mét moi nhur thé ndo. Timg mii co trén nguroi toi déu dau
nhirc. Toi nhin xubng quin 4o ctia t6i. Ching bi chém thanh timg manh va dy c4c 16 dan, nhung t6i van lanh Bin. Khong c6 mdt vét thirong ndo trén

nguoi tol.

Miéng Nico mo 16n. “Anh wira... chi véi mot thanh kiém... anh vira...”
“Anh nghi chuyén vé nude song da ¢ tac dung,” toi noi.

“Théi di,” cdu ta ndi mdt cach mia mai. “Anh nghi?”

Con O’Leary sta day vui vé, Vay dudi rdi rit. N6 nhay nhot khép noi, ngln ngui cac b quan phuc trong rong va sin tim cac khiic xurong, Toi nhdc chiéc
4o cta thin Hades én. T6i van ¢6 thé nhin thay cac khuon niit khiép so van dang lp 16 trong nén vai.



T6i bude vé phia ria con song. “Cac ngwoi dugc giai thoat.”
Toi tha chiéc 40 vao dong nurée va king nhin khi nd bi cudn trdi di, tan vao trong dong nurde.

“Quay trd lai v6i cha em di,” t6i bao Nico. “N6i voi ong ta ring Ong ta ng anh vi anh da dé cho 6ng ta di. Hay tim xem diéu gi s& xay ra voi dinh
Olympus va thuyét phuc ong ta gitp d5.”

Nico liéc nhin toi. “Em.. em khong thé. Gios ong Ay s& ghét em. Y em ... thdm chi con nhiéu hon.”

“Em phai im diéu d6,” t6i n6i. “Em ciing ng anh.”

Doi tai ciu ta d6 tmg. “Anh Percy, em da néi véi anh 1 emxin 16, Lamon... hdly dé emdi cing v6i anh. Em muén duoc chién déu.”

“Em s& trd nén hitu ich hon néu & dudi nay.”

“Y anh I anh s& khong con tin em ni¥a sao,” cau ta n6i ddy budn ba.

To6i khong tra 1oi. Toi khong biét v t6i mudn ndi 14 gi. Toi qua kinh ngac boi nhitng gi toi vira moi lim trong tran chién dé c6 thé suy nghi thiu dao hon.
“Hay quay vé voi cha em” t6i n6i, ¢ khong to ra quéa gay git. “Hay tic dong dén ong ta. Em Ja nguoi duy nhat c6 thé khién cho 6ng ta Fing nghe.”

“D6 1a mdt y twomg that chan nan,” Nico th dai. “Pugc roi. Emsé ¢ hét strc. Ngoai ra, 6ng Ay van con che gidu didu gi @6 vé me em. C6 thé ems&
kham pha ra dugc dieu do.”

“Chiic may nin ddy. Gioy con O’Leary va anh phai di.”

“Di dau?”’ Nico noi.

To6i nhin vé 161 vao hang va nghi vé& chuyén di dai quay tr6 lai thé gidi con ngudi. “Dén noi bt dau cude chién. D3 dén lic anh di tim Luke.”
Ban dang doc truyén Vi Than Cudi Cimg duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chuong 9: Hai con rin ctru cudc doi toi

Toi yéu thanh phd New York. Ban ¢6 thé vot én tir Dia nguc & ngay gitta Central Park, vay taxi, xudi theo Pai 16 Nam ciing voi mdt con chd ngao dia
nguc khdng 16 dang chay theo ding sau xe ban, va ching ¢6 ai nhin ban [y mbt cai.

Tét nhién 3 Man Swong M ciing da gitp. Moi ngudi chic chén khong thé nhin thiy con O’Leary, hodc c6 1& ho nghiné i chiéc xe tai kénh cang, ami,
rat than thién.

T6i mao hiém ding dién thoai di dong ctia me ggi cho Annabeth 1An thl’rrhai T61 da goi cho ¢6 éy mf)t‘]ﬁn Nic & trong ﬁuéng hé,m, nhung chi lién lac duoc
61 hop thur thoai. T61 da c6 mdt sw chao don déy ngac nhién, lién qu dén viée t61 dang ¢ trung tam than thinh cta the gioi va tat ca nhiing gi lién quan
dén do, nhung t6i khong mudn nhin thay chi phi st dung dich v roaming(2) ctia me t6i s€ phai tra sau nay.

Lin ndy, Annabeth nhan cudc goi.

“Chao,” t6i n6i. “Céu nhan duoc tin nhin ca t& khong?”

“Percy, cau dang ¢ dau vay? Tin nhén ctia ciu cha ndi lén diéu g. Bontd lo chét di duge!”

“T6 ké ngon nganh voi cAu saw,” toi n6i, niic dau toi s& lm chuyén d6 nhu thé nao thi t6i khong 16 im “Gio cau dang & dau?”

“Tui t¢ dang trén duong di theo nhur cau bao, gin dén Pudng ham Midtown Queens. Nhung Percy nay, cu dang tinh aim gi thé? Tt ca bon t¢ déura
di, trai gan nhu khong c6 nguoi bao vé va khong doi ndo cac than...”

“Tin t& di,” t61i n6i. “T6 s& gip cau 6 do.”

Toi ciip méy. Hai tay t0i dang run ban bat. Toi khong chic liéu day | phan timg phu tir viée dammmh vao trong dong song Styx hay linh cam vé nhitng gi
61 sip lam. Néu diéu nay khong hiéu qua, viée khong thé bi thurong s& khong thé ciru t6i khoi bi nd tung thanh timg manh nho.

Cubi gity chidu, chic taxi tha t6i trede Toa nha Empire State. Con O’Leary nhay nhot ngwoc xudi trén Dai 16 Nam, 1iém xe taxi va ngiri ngiri céc xe ban
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hotdog. Moi ngudi duong nhur ching chi y gi dén no, méc dau moi ngudi né qua mdt bén va trong boi rdi khi nd dén gan.

Toi huyt sao goi né di theo 6i khi ba chiéc xe tring tip vao 1. Trén suwon xe son hang chir Dich vu Cung tmg Déu tay Delphi, tén nguy trang ctia Trai
Con Lai. Toi chira bao gioy nhin thdy ca ba xe cling mot ltic, mic dau t6i biét ching thay phién chuyén ché san phdm tuoi ctia trai ching toi cho thanh
phd.

Chiéc xe dau tién do anh Argus cam I4i. Anh 1 truéng nhém bao vé nhiéu miét cta trai. Hai chiéc con lai duoc 1i boi cac nit yéu quéi minh ngudi canh
chim, m6t loai nguoi lai gitta ga/ngurdi bi quy am voi tinh cach cure ky kho chiu. Ching t6i sir dung cac yéu quai minh ngudi canh chim phan I6n cho viée
quét don & trai, nhung ho ciing im kha 6t trong diéu khién phuong tién giao théng trong khu vire trung tam thanh phd.

Céc canh clra md ra. Mot nhom cac trai vién leo xubng, mot vai ngudi trong s ho tréng hoi xanh vi chuyén di dai. Toi mimg vi c6 nhiéu ngudi da dén:
Pollux, Silena Beauregard anh emnha Stoll, Michael Yew, Jake Mason, Katie Gardner va Annabeth, cling véi phan lon cac anh em thudc nha cua ho.

Bac Chiron tir chiéc xe cudi bude xubng. Phan nira ngura cia bac duogc gan chit vao chiéc xe lan ma thudt, vi thé bac Ay phai str dung b¢ ning danh cho
ngudi khuyét tit. Khong mot ai trong nha thin Ares c6 mit, nhung t6i c6 khong qua gin dit vé chuyén do. Clarisse 3 mdt tén ngde cimg dau. Hét

chuyén.

Toi tham dém trong dAu: bon muroi trai vién ca thay.

Khong qua nhiéu cho mot tran chién, nhung ddy van 1 mot nhom con lai I nhét t6i da ting thiy tu tp cting mdt noi bén ngoai trai. Moi ngudi trong
kha so hi, va t6i hiéu Iy do cho diéu d6. Chiing ti chic chin da giri di qua nhiéu miii 4 than dén ndi moi con quéi vt & vimg dong bac Hoa Ky déu biét
16 chd ching t6i dang dtmg,

Khi ti nhin vao guong méit ho — tét ca nhiing trai vién t6i biét sau qua nhiéu miia hé bén nhau — mdt giong néi mé nheo vang Ién trong dau t6i: Mt trong
s6 ho 1a gian diép.

Nhung t6i khong thé suy nghi nhiéu qua vé& chuyén do. Ho 1 ban toi. Toi can ho.
R&i t6i nhé dén ny curdi nham hiém ctia Kronos. “May khong thé dua vao ban bé. Ching ludn phy long tin clia may.”

Annabeth dén gin t6i. C6 4y miic dd rin ri miu den vi con dao bang ddng celestial deo trén bép tay va tii laptop khodc trén vai— sin sang cho ca viée
it dao dam va ludt mang Internet, cho du bat ctr di€u gi xay ra trude.

C6 4y cau may. “C6 chuyén gi?”’
“C6 chuyén gi |a gi?”
“Cau dang nhin t& 13 la.”

T6i nhén ra t6i dang nghil ¢én canh mong ky la ctia t61 vé viéc Annabeth kéo t6i ra khoi Song Styx. “La, trm, khong ¢6 gi.” Toi quay sang c4c trai vién
con lai trong nhom. “Cam on vi da dén, cac cau. Bac Chiron, mo bac di trude!”

Nguoi cb 'Vén gia cua toi lhic dAu. “Ta dén chi dé chic chéu may min, ciu bé cla ta. Nhung bac da tu hira [a néu khong cé Enh triéu tap, bac s€ khong
bao gio dén dinh Olympus.”

“Nhung béc 1a chi huy ctia bon chau.”

Bac Ay mim cudi. “Tala thiy gio, 14 hudn luyén vién ctia cac chau. Diéu d6 khong gidng véi viée 1 ngudi chi huy cac chau. Ta s& di tap hop thém cac
dong minh ta co thé. Gio chac ciing khong qua mudn dé thuyét phuc cac ngudi anh em nhan mé clia bac dén giip mot tay. Vi lai, chau da goi cac trai
vién dén day, Percy. Chau moi la nguoi chi huy.”

T6i mudn phan ddi, nhung moi ngudi lai dang nhin toi day hy vong, ké ca Annabeth.

T61 hit that s;éu “Duoc 1o, nhur t& dﬁ’néi chuyén qua dién thoai vi Apnabeth, 6 diéu gl do nguy hal s€ xdy ra vao t6i nay. Mot loai bay nio d6. Ching
ta s€ phai tip kién than Zeus va thuyet phuc dng ay bao vé thanh pho. Hay nhd, ching ta khong the c6 cau tra 101 [a Khong,”

T6i nhdr anh Argus trong chimg con O’Leary, va ca hai déu khong vui vi diéu do.
Bac Chiron bit tay toi. “Chéu s& lam tdt, Percy. Hay nhé vé cac mét manh va thin trong véi cac diém yéu ctia chéu nhé.”

Diéu bic 4y ni giong hét nhur 1i Achilles diin toi. RO t0i nh ra bac Chiron da timg day Achilles. Diéu 6 chinh xéc khong mang lai cho toi sur tu tin,
nhung toi git dau va co mim cudi day tu tin voi bac ay.

“Ching ta di thoi.” t6i ndi vdi cac trai vién.

Mt nhén vién an ninh ngdi phia sau mdt céi ban & sanh, dang doc mdt cudn séch den 16n ¢6 hinh mdt bong hoa trén trang bia. Anh ta ngwéc lén khi tat
ca ching t6i di vao cting voi cac loai vil khi va tiéng kéu lach cach ctia 4o giap. “Mot nhdm hoc sinh sao? Sap dén gio dong cira roi.”

“Khong,” toi dap. “Tang sau trim.”



Anh ta chém chi nhin ching t6i. P6i méit anh ta ¢6 mu xanh nhat va du thi hoi bong ludng, khongi téc. Toi khong thé néi anh ta B nguoi hay a khong
nita, nhung anh ta duong nhur nhin ra cac vii khi ctia ching t6i, vi thé t6i doan anh ta khong bi Man Suong Mu hra.

“Khong c6 ting sau triam, nhoc.” Anh ta ndi nhur thé khong tin vé ting ma ching t6i yéu cau. “Di chd khac choi.”

To6i nhoai ngudi Ién it quiy. “Bbn muroi 4 thin da thu hit du cc loai quai vat khimg khiép. Anh thyuc sy mudn bon em dimg ing vang trong phong doi
cua anh sao?”’

Anh ta nghi nghi vé& diéu d6. Sau d6 anh ta nhén nit va canh ctra an ninh mé rong ra. “Vao nhanh di.”

“Anh khong mudn bon em di qua may do kim loai,” t6i thém vao.

“Um, khong,” anh ta dng y. “Thang may bén phai nhé. Toi cho 1 cau biét r3.”

T6i ném cho anh ta mdt dong vang drachma va chiing t6i lan hrot theo nhau di vao.

Ching t6i quyét dinh s€ chia thanh hai nhom dé dua het duge moi ngudi kn bang thang méy. Toi di cung nhom thir nhat. Nhac trong thang may da duogc
doi thanh ban disco ¢b xura Stayin® Alive ké tir 1an cubi ciing ghé dén day cua toi. Mot hinh anh khiép so 16e 1én trong dau t6i, d6 1 hinh anh thin Apollo

méc quan dng loe va 40 so mi lya bé sat.

T61 vui mirng khi cac canh cira thang may cuol clng ciing mo ra. Trude it ching toi, mdt con dudng voi cac phién da xuyén qua cac dam méy, dan
dén dinh Olympus, dang trdi lo kg khoang gan hai ngin mét phia trén Manhattan.

Toi da nhin thiy dinh Olympus mdt vai Ian, nhung n van khién t6i thdy ngac nhién. Cac dinh thy tring va vang lap lanh tira vao cac bén cuia ngon nii.
Céc khu vuron khoe sdc rye 1§ ¢ mot tram méi hién. Lan khéi hirong toa ra tir cac 1o than lap ddy cac con duong udn kron quanh co. Va ngay phia trén
dinh nii pht ddy tuyét B cung dién chinh ctia cac vi i than. N6 trong’van trang 18 nhur von ¢6, nhung 6 thir gi @6 khong ding, RAi t6i nhén ra ngon niii
hoan toan im lang — khdng am nhac, khong tiéng n6i, khdng mdt tiéng cuoi.

Annabeth nhin t6i dam ddm. “Cau tréng,.. khang khac,” ¢6 4y nhan xét. “Chinh xéc i cau da di dau?”

C thang may lai md va nhdm con lai thir hai gia nhdp vao nhém ctia bon t6i.

“S& ké cho cau sau,” toi néi. “Bi thoi.”

Ching t6i di bang qua cay cu trén khong di vao cac con duong cta dinh Olympus. Cac quiy hang déu déng ctra. Cac cong vién Vang tanh. Hai Nang
Tho ngdi trén ghé dai dang gay dan lia, nhung tim trf ho dé tan dau dau. Mot Cyclops c6 doc quét dudng voi mot cay soi nhd bat ré. Mot tiéu than nhin
thiy ching toi tir mdt ban cong va nhanh chéng I lai, dong tat ca cac ctra chop ctia nha minh lai.

Chung t6i di bang qua bén dudi mdt cong vom bing da hoa curong 1on vai cic bire trong ciia thin Zeus va nit than Hera ¢ mdi bén. C6 Ay nhin niit im
tro voi nit hoang ctia cac vi than.

“Ghét ba ta,” cd Ambim

“Ba ta van con nguyén ria cdu hay Bmdiéu gi d6 v6i cau sao?”” t6i hoi. Nam ngodi, Annabeth da dé lai 4n turong xAu v6i nit thin Hera, nhung Annabeth
da that sy khong néi nhieu vé chuyén do.

“Chi la nhitng chuyén vit vanh khong hon,” ¢6 4y n6i. “Con vét linh thiéng ciia ba ta 1 con bo, diing khong?”
“Ba ta cho ii bd dudi theo t6.”
T6i ¢ nin cuoi. “Céc conbd? O San Francisco?”

“Um, dung thé. Thirdng thi t6 khong tl}éy ching, nhung ching da dé lai cho t& cac m6n qua nhd khdp moi noi — & san vurdn sau nha 6, trén via hé, trong
céac hanh lang & trudng. T phai thit can than moi khi bude di

“Nhin kia!”” Pollux hét Ién, chi tay vé phia chan troi. “Do I cai gi?”

Tét cé ching ti dimg siing lai. Cac nh chdp xanh dang toa ra khép bau troi dém vé phia dinh Olympus nhur céc sao chdinh ti xiu. Ching duong nhu
xuat hién tir khap noi trong thanh phd, huréng thang vé phia ngon nii. Khi dén gan, ching phat ra &m thanh x¢o x¢o. Chiing t6i nhin cham cham ching
trong mdt vai phtit va ching duong nhur vo hai, nhung n6 van rat ky la.

“Nhur tAm ngim tia hdng ngoai,” Michael Yew thi thim “Chiing ta déu ndm trong tim ngim.”

“Chuing ta di vao trong lau dai thoi,” toi giuc.



Khong ai canh gac dai sanh ctia cc vi than. Nhitng canh cira bang vang va bac mo toang, Tiéng budc chan ctia chiing ti vang vong khi chiing t6i budc
vao phong ngai.

Tét nhién, “phong” khong phai tir diing mi€u ta n6. Noi ndy ¢6 kich thude cta nha thi dAu Madison Square Garden. Tit trén cao 14 trin nhé mau xanh toa
sang Jap lanh véi cdc chom sao. Mudi hai chiée ngai khong 16 tréng rdng duoc sip dit theo hinh chit U quanh bép lira. Trong mdt goc phong, mot qua
cau nude ¢6 kich thude cia mdt ngdi nha trdi lo limg gitta khong trung, va vui suréng boi 161 bén trong 1 anh ban cii Ophiotaurus — nira bo nira rin clia
tO1.

“Moooo!” né kéu kén va chuyén dong quay tron day vui vé.

Bit chdp yét ca nhitng chuyén nghiém trong dang dién ra, ti bat cuoi. Hai ndm trude day ching toi da mét rét nhiéu thoi gian dé ciru Ophiotaurus khoi
tay cac than Titan, va t6i da rat mén no. N6 duong nhu cling mén t6i, du lic dau t6i cur twdng no 1a con gai va da dat tén cho no 1a Bessie.

“Nay, anh ban,” t6i n6i. “Ho di xir voi cau van tot chir?”
“Mooo,” Bessie kéu lén dong .
Ching t6i di vé phia cac ngai va giong mdt ngudi phu nit vang lén: “Chéo Ian nita, Percy Jackson. Ngwoi va cac ban ngwoi cir ty nhién.”

Nir thin Hestia dtmg bén bép lira, dang cdi ira bang mot cay giy. Nir than méic cing mdt kiéu 40 dAm mau ndu don gian, nhung gior ba Ay lai a mot
nguoi phy nit trrong thanh.

Téi cti dAu. “Nit thin Hestia.”

Cac ban t6i déu lam theo t6i.

Nir than nhin t6i chiim chi voi d6i mit chéy d6. “Ta thiy ngwoi da hoan thanh ké hoach ctia minh. Ngwoi da chép nhan 16 nguyén ctia
Cac trai vién khac bt dau thi thim voi nhau: Nit thin da ndi gi? Chuyén vé Achilles i sao nhi?

“Nguroi phai cn thn,” nir thin Hestia canh béo toi. “Nguoi da gt héi nhidu thinh cong trén con duong clia minh. Nhung nguoi vin khong nhin thiy
duogc su that quan trong nhat. Co6 thé mdt céi nhin thoang qua Ia hop 1€.”

Annabeth huych vao nguoi toi. “Unn.. nit thin dang n6i vé chuyén gi vay?”

T6i nhin chzflm Vao miét nix than Hestia va mot hinh anh chot hién ra trong tdm tri toi: To1 nhin thdy mot con hém t6i tim & giita cac kho hang xay bang
gach do. Tam bién phia trén mdt trong cac canh cura dé: Xuong Sat Richmond.

Hai con lai an minh trong bong t6i — m)t ciu bé khoang murdi bon tudi va mit bé géi khodng mudi hai tudi. Toi nhén ra ngay ciu bé trai |a Luke. C6 bé
gai 1a Thalia, con gai than Zeus. T6i dang nhin thay canh quay trd lai nhitng ngdy khi ho bd nha ra di, trude khi Grover timra ho.

Luke mang theo mot cdy dao bang dong Thalia da c6 ngon gido va cdi khién cua sy khiép so, Aegis. Ca Luke va Thalia déu trong d6i khét va giy com,
Vv6i d6i miit cta loi thi hoang da, nhu thé ho quen véi viée bi tan cong,

“Anh chéc khong?” Thalia hoi.
Luke gat dau. “C6 thir gi d6 ¢ bén dudi. Anh cam nhan duoc nd.”
Mot tiéng dong 16n vong ra tir con hém, nhur thé ai d6 wira dap manh vao mjt tAm kim loai. Hai con lai ron rén di vé phia trude.

Cc thing cti xép thanh chong & mot khu vire béc do hang, Thalia va Luke tién lai gin voi vii khi sin sang trén tay. Mot birc man ton ron song rung lén
nhu thé c6 thir gi d6 phia sau nd.

Thalia liéc nhin Luke. Cu ta dém thim: mdt, hai, ba! Cau ta kéo tAm ton ra va mdt bé gai nho cAm bua xong théng vao hén ta.
“Oa!” Luke n6i.

C6 bé c6 mii toc vang 161 boi va dang mic b pyjama bang vai lanh. Tuy mdi chi Ién bacing, nhung néu Luke khong phan tmg nhanh hon ngudi, ¢6 bé
da dap vo so han.

Luke tom chit c6 tay ¢6 bé. Chiéc biia ving ra, trurot ngang trén nén xi ming,

C6 bé gai dam va da. “Khong thém yéu quai ndo nira! Cut dil”

“Puge rdi” Luke phai VAt va m&i 6m chit cd bé. “Thalia, cAt khién ctia emdi. Em mcd bé sg!”

Thalia v0 nhe cai khién Aegis va nd thu lai vao trong chiée vong deo tay bﬁng bac. “Nay, moi viéc dnca,” co éy ndi. “Anh chi s€ khong lam hai em dau.
Chi Ia Thalia. Con day la anh Luke.”



“Yéu quéil”
“Khong dau,” héin cam doan. “Nhung bon anh biét 15 vé cac tén quai vit. Bon anh ciing da danh nhau véi ching nita.”

Dén dén, c6 bé ngimg khong d4 ddm gi nita. Cip mit xam to tron thong minh chéim chi nhin Luke va Thalia.

“Hai ngudi gidng em?”” ¢o bé hoi day ngd vuc.

“Duing vay,” Luke dp. “Ching ta... trm, hoi kho giai thich, nlumg ching ta 1 céc chién binh diét yéu quai. Gia dinh em & dau?”

“Gia dinh em ghét em,” ¢6 bé néi. “Ho khong mudn em Emda bo nha di”

Thalia va Luke nhin nhau. Téi biét ca hai ngudi ho déu hiéu nhitng gi ¢ bé dang noi.

“Nhéc tén gi?”

“Annabe

Luke mim cudi. “Tén dé thirong ddy. Anh ni voi em diéu nay nhé, Annabeth — em that 14 diing cam. Bon anh c6 thé ding mdt chién binh nhwr em.”
M3t Annabeth mé to hdo hire. “Anh ¢6 thé im thé sao?”

“0, ding thé.” Luke xoay cdy dao ctia minh lai va chia can dao vé phia ¢6 bé. “Em thich vii khi giét chét mdt con quai vat that sur nhur thé ndo? Day 1
dong celestial. Hi€u qua hon nhiéu so véi ding bua

Trong phén lon céc tinh hudng, viéc dua dao cho mdt dira bé bay tubi s& khong phéi | mdt y kién hay, nhung khi ban  con lai, thi céc nguyén tic thong
thuong lai khong duge xem xét dén. Annabeth nam chét can dao.

“Céc con dao chi danh cho cac chién binh diing cam nhét,, nhanh nhen n}]ét,” Luke giai thich. “Ching khong cd témvm hay strc manh ctia mot thanh
kiém, nhung ching dé dang giau di va ching c6 thé tim thay cac diém yéu trén do giap ké thui cia em. Chi c6 chién binh thong minh moi st dung duoc
dao. Anh c6 cam giac 1a emkha 1a thong minh.”

Annabeth nhin hn ta v6i sy ton sing. “Em biét!”

Thalia cudi. “Tot hon hét chung ta nén di thdi, Annabeth. Bon chi ¢ mdt ngdi nha ¢ an toan & James River. Bon chi s& léy cho emmot it quﬁn 4o va dd
an.”

“Hai ngudi... hai nguoi s& khong mang em quay vé lai nha ding khong?” ¢6 bé noi. “Hira nhé?”

Luke dat tay Ién vai c6 bé. “Gio em [ mot thanh vién trong gia dinh ctia chiing ta. Va anh hira s& khong dé bat cir diéu gi im hai dén em. Anh s& khong
bd roi em nhur gia dinh ctia chiing ta da lam voi chung ta. Thoa thudn nhé?”

“Thoa thuan!” Annabeth n6i day vui vé.
“Gior thi di thoi,” Thalia giye. “Chiing ta khong thé & lai ddy qué lau!”

Canh thay dbi. Ca ba 4 than dang chay xuyén qua céc canh rimg. Day chic 1a mot vaingy sau, tham chi nhiéu tun sau lan gip dAu tién. Ca ba ngudi ho
trong mét lir nhur ho vira trai qua mdt vai tran chién. Annabeth méc quan 4o mdi— quan jeans va mdt chiéc 4o khodc quan phuc to qua kho.

“Chi thém mjt cht nita thoi!” Luke cam doan. Annabeth truot chan va hén ta da chop dugc tay ¢6 bé. Thalia da Ay cdy gido ra, khua khua céi khién

nhur thé ¢6 Ay dang déy i bét cir thir gi dudi theo ho. C6 Ay dang bi thirong & chén trai.

Ho tréo 1én mdt mém d4 va nhin xudng cin nha kiéu thude dia miu tréing — nha ba May Castellan.

“Puoc 101, Luke vira n6i vira tho hon hén. “Anh s& lén vao, Hy it do an, thubc men. Cho & day.”

“Luke, anh chic khong?”” Thalia hoi. “Anh da thé s& khong bao gids quay vé ddy nita m. Ly ba dy bit duoc anh...

“Chiing ta khong c6 Iyra chon!” hiin ta cu nhau. “Ching d d6t can nha an toan gan nhét ctia ching ta. Em can phai chita vét thuwong & chan trai.”
“Pay Ia nha anh sa0?”” Annabeth n6i voi sy kinh ngac.

“P6 da timg 1 nha anh,” Luke Am bdm “Tin anh di, néu phai truong hop khén cap thi...”

“Me anh that sy d4ang ghét dén thé sao?”” Annabeth hoi. “Ching ta ¢6 thé gip ba 4y khong?”

“Khong!” Luke ndi coc Ioc.



Annabeth bude i lai, tranh khoi Luke, nhur thé sy tire gidn clia héin ta khién co sting sot.

“Anh... anh xin 151, héin ta n6i. “Chd anh & ddy nhé. Anh hira moi chuyén s& 6n thoi. S& khong ¢6 gi lim ton hai dén c hai dira. Anh s& quay lai...’
Mot 4nh sang vang choi loi chiéu sang ca khu rimg, Ba 4 thdn nhéin mit, va giong mdt dan 6ng 6m dm vang Ién. “Nguoi khong nén quay vé nha.”
Canh mdng vut tit.

Péu gbi ti oan xudng, nhung Annabeth da tém dugc ti. “Percy! Chuyén gi d xay ra thé?”

“Cau... cau ¢6 nhin thiy chuyén d6 khong?” t6i hoi.

“Thy gi co?”

Téi liéc nhin nit thin Hestia, nhung khuon it cuia nir than ching bjéu hién diéu gi. Toi nh6 e trong rimg, nit :chﬁin da bao t6i: Néu nguroi mudn hiéu
duoc Luke — ké thii ctia minh, ngwoi phai hieu rd ve gia dinh ctia han ta. Nhung sao nit than lai cho t6i nhin thay cac canh d6?

“Té ngét Jau trong bao 1Au?” t6i thi tham.
Annabeth nhiu may. “Percy, cau ching ngit di gi ca. Cau chi nhin vao mét nir than Hestia trong khoang mot gidy va r6i khuyu ngudi xuéng,”

T6i ¢6 thé cam nhan duroc anh mt ctia moi ngudi déu dang d6 don vao t6i. Toi khong thé to ra yéu dudi. Du cac canh mong dé co ngu ¥ i di ching
nita, 01 van phai tap trung cho nhiém vu ctia chiing toi.

“Um, thura nit than Hestia,” t61 n6i, “ching t6i dén vi c6 viée khin. Ching t6i mudn gp...”

“Ching ta biét ngwoi mubn gl,” giong mot dan dng vang Ién. Toi run ry, vi nd gidng hét giong n6i 16i da nghe durgc trong canh mong,

Mot vi thiin toa sang xudt hién ké bén nit thin Hestia. Vi thin trong khoang hai muoi lamtuél, voi mai toc n1161 tiéu quén tit va nét mit tinh nghich. Ong
méc quan phyc cua phi cong lai may bay chlen dAu, v6i mdt doi canh chlmnho dang vay vay trén chiéc mil st va sau got gidy dng da den ctia dng. Trong
canh tay dang gap lai ctia 6ng | mdt cdy quyén trurong dai véi hai con rén con séng quin quanh.

“Gios t0i d lai cho ngi,” nir than Hestia noi. Ni thén i chio voi vién phi cong va bién mét trong an khoi. Toi hicu tai sao nit thn lai lo Eing bo di nhu
thé. Than Hermes, than ctia nhitng ngudi dua tin, trong khong duoc vui cho lam

“Chao, Percy.” Doi miy ctia Ong dy nhin lai nhur thé dang kho chiu voi 01, va t0i tur hoi ligu dng Ay da biét duge vé canh mong mi ti vira mdi nhin thély.
Toi mu6n hoi sao 6ng dy lai & nha ba May Castellan vao démhom do6 va chuyén gi da xay ra sau khi 6ng ay bat dwoc Luke. Toi nh lan dau tién khi toi
gip Luke & Trai Con Lai. Toi da hoi han ta xem liéu han ¢6 bao gio' gip cha ctia minh chura, va han ta nhin t6i day chua x6t va néi: Mot lan. Nhung toi
¢ thé ndi tir vé mat clia than Hermes rang day khong phai Ia Iuc d€ hoi.

Toi ngwong ngp ctii dau. “Than Hermes!”

O, chéc rdi, mdt trong hai con rén n6i trong dau toi. Khong ndi chio vi bon ta. Bon ta chi ki loai bo sat ma thoi.
George, con rén con lai quat. Phai lich sy.

“Chao, George,” toi ndi. “Chao, Martha.”

Nguoi khong mang cho bon ta mdt con chudt sao? George hoi.

George, ngimg ngay, Martha n6i. Cau ta dang ban ron!

Qué ban khong thé bit chudt sao? George ndi. Pidu d6 méi budn am sao.

Toi quyét dinh tdt hon 1 khong nén doi co voi George vé dé tai do. “Um, thin Hermes,” t6i noi. “Bon chau cin n6i chuyén véi thin Zeus. Diéu ndy rit
quan trong,”

D6i mit than Hermes lanh ling, dAy nghiém khéc. “Ta i ngudi dura tin cho thin Zeus. Liéu ta ¢6 thé nhan 1i nhén d6 khong?”’
Phia sau t6i, cac 4 than khac s6t rudt doi tur thé. Chuyén niy ndm ngoai duy tinh ban dau. C6 I& t6i nén thir n6i chuyén riéng v6i than Hermes...

“Céc cdu,” ti ndi. “Sao céc cAu khong di mt vong quanh thanh phd nhi? Kiém tra cac hing rao phong thii. Xem thir con vi than néo con 6 lai trén dinh
Olympus khong. Roi dén gip Annabeth va t¢ & day trong ba muroi phiit nita nhé.”

Silena cau mit. ‘“Nhung...”

“D6 | mdt y twrong rat hay,” Annabeth ngit 10i. “Connor va Travis, hai ngudi dan dau nhé.”



Anh emnha Stoll duong nhur rét thich diéu d6 — dugc giao trach nhiém quan trong ngay trude mit cha cua ho. Ho khong bao gio duge dan dﬁt{ trong
bat cir tran danh ndo ngoai tru’ cac tran chién ném gidy toilet. “Bon t& da san sang!” Travis ndi. Ho dua cac trai vién khac ra khéi phong ngai, dé lai
Annabeth va toi ctiing véi than Hermes.

“Thura thin,” Annabeth m6 i, “Kronos sép tAn cong vao New York. Ngai 4t da nghi ngd vé didu d6. Me chau nhit dinh da doan trude viée ndy.”

“Me ctia nguoi,” than Hermes can nhin. Ong gii hing bang cay quyén truong, va George cung Martha cau nhau, Oi, 6, 6i. “Pimg choc tirc ta VoI me
nguroi, quy ¢d tré dep. Ba ta 14 ly do cho viée ta phai ¢ ddy. Thin Zeus khong mudn bat cUr ai roi tién tuyen Nhung me nguoi khong ngimg quiy ray ong
ay, ‘bay la mot cai bay, day la mot chién thuat nghi binh, blah, blah, blah.” Ba ta mudn tw minh quay vé, nhung than Zeus s& khong thé dé nha chién hroc
s0 mdt ctia minh roi khoi dng Ay khi bon ta dang chién dau chdng lai Typhon. Va vi thé, tat nhién, ong ta giri ta vé n6i chuyén vdi cac nguoi.”

“Nhung né dung i mot cai bay!” Annabeth khéiing khing. “Than Zeus bi mi1 sa0?”
Tiéng sam rén vang khip bau troi.

“Ta s& thin trong v6i cac 10 chi trich, ¢d gai,” than Hermes canh céo. “Thin Zeus khong mi hay diéc. Ong 4y khong dé dinh Olympus hoan toan khong
chit phong v¢.”

“Nhung c6 cac tia chdp xanh...”

“ROi, 101, Ta ¢6 thiy. Ta danh cude d6 chi la mot vai trd tinh nghich duogc thure hién boi nit thin ma thudt qué quét, Hecata, nhung céc nguoi co thé da
nhdn ra ching hoan toan vo hai. Binh Olympus ¢6 cac khu vire phép thudt manh me. Ngoai ra, Aeolus, vua ctia cac ngon gio, da goi dén cac thuoc ha
manh mé nhat ciia 6ng ta dé bao vé thanh tri. Ngoai céc vi than ra, khong ai c6 thé di vao dinh Olympus tir khong trung. Ho s& bi danh bat khoi bau
t[‘()‘L”

Toi dua tay lén. “Um.. thé con viée hién ra/dich chuyén ma cc than hay m thi sao?”

“Do ciing la mot hinh thire di chuyén trong khong khi, Jackson. Rét nhanh, nhung cdc thén g6 con nhanh hon. Khong — néu Kronos mubn dinh Olympus,
hén ta phai tién quan qua ca thanh pho va str dung cac thang may! Céc nguoi ¢6 thay han lam dicu d6 khong?”

Giong thén Hermes khién diéu d6 nghe khé & 16 bich: timg nhom hai muroi qudi vét di thang méy mdi lan, Fing nghe béan nhac Stayin’ Alive. Tuy nhién, t0i
khong thich diéu do.

“C6 & mot vai nguoi trong s6 cac than c6 thé quay tro lai,” t6i goi ¥.

Than Hermes s6t rudt Fic dau. “Percy Jackson, ngwoi khong hiéu. Typhon 1 ké thii I6n nhét cta bon ta.”

“Chau nghi 1a Kronos moi phai chur.”

Do6i mit ctia vi than phat sang. “Khong dau, Percy. Tir nhitg ngity xa xwa, dinh Olympus gin nhur bi It d6 boi Typhon. Hén ta 1 chdng ctia Echidna...”
“Da gip ba ta & cong Arch,” t6i ku bau. “Khong tot.”

. va I cha ctia moi quai vt. Bon ta s& khong bao gior quén viéc hdn da gan nhur tiéu diét hét tt ca — cach hén ta am b& mit bon ta! Gid ching ta manh
hon nhleu so voi nhitng ngdy xa xua kia. Gio' ching ta khong mong doi sur gitip do tir than Poseidon vi ng 4y con ¢6 tran danh ciia riéng minh. Than
Hades van ngdi trong vuong quoc riéng va ch.ang lam gi, con Demeter va Persephone thi chi biét lam theo lénh 6ng ta. Pidu d6 dan dén viéc bon ta phai
str dung tAt ca strc manh dé ddi pho voi tén khong 16 bdo do. Bon ta khong thé chia tach lue lrong, hoac phai cho cho dén khi hin ta dén dugc New
York. Chiing ta phai chién dau voi han ngay lic ndy. Va ching ta dang c6 céc tien trién tot.”

“Tién trién t&t2” t6i n6i. “Hén ta gin nhur pha hiy ca St. Lous.”

“Dung thé,” thin Hermes thira nhan. “Nhung hén ta chi pha hity mdt nira Kentucky ma thoi. Hén ta dang chédm lai. Pang mét dan strc manh.”

T6i khéng mudn tranh cai, nhung nghe ¢6 vé nhur thin Hermes dang tir 1én dy c6t tinh thén cho chinh minh mé thoi.

Trong goc phong, con Ophiotaurus kéu Ién day budn ba.

“Lam on, than Hermes,” Annabeth néi. “Ngai ndi me chéu da mudn quay vé. VAy ba c6 nhd ngai giri cho bon chau bét cir thong diép nao khong a?”

“Cac thong diép,” 6ng a 4y Ambam. “ ‘D6 [a mdt cong viée thit tuyét,” ho da bao voi ta nhur thé. ‘Khong nhiéu viée im. C6 m ngudi thd cing.” Hirm
Khong ai quan tim dén nhitng gi ta ndi. D6 ludn 1 cc thong diép ciia nhimg nguoi khac.”

Loai gim nhim, George nghi. Ta khong duoc loai gim nhim yéu thich.
Shhh, Martha git gong. Chiing ta quan tim dén nhitng gi thin Hermes n6i. Pung khong George ?

O, dung nhur thé. Chiing ta ¢6 thé quay lai trén chién ngay bay gid khong? Téi mubn thyc hién lai ché do laser d6. Piéu d6 cuc ky vui nhon.>



“Im ing, ca hai dtra,” thAn Hermes gim Ién.
Thén nhin Annabeth, ngudi hién dang nhin ong bang d6i mét xam to dang nai xin.

“Um,” thin Hermes n6i. ‘Mg nguoi ndi ring ‘Céc nguoi phai tyr thén van dong. Céc ngwoi phai gitt Manhattan ma khong c6 sur gitp do ciia céc vi than.”
Nhu thé ta khong biet dieu d6 vay. Sao moi nguoi lai ca tung ba ta 1a nit than thdng thai, ta thit khong sao hiéu n6i.”

“Con ginita khong 2?7’ Annabeth hoi.

“Ba ta con n6i ngwroi nén thir ké hoach hai muroi ba. Ba ta n6i ngwoi s& biét duoc diéu do ¢6 nghia 1 gi.”

MEiit Annabeth trd nén xanh mét. Chéc chin, c6 4y hiéu didu d6 c6 nghiia 1 g, va ¢6 dy khong thich né Em “Than ctr n6i tiép dia.”

“Piéu cudi ciing.” Than Hermes nhin t6i. “Ba ta n6i, n6i véi Percy: ‘Hay nhé cac dong séng.” Va, trm... diéu gi d6 vé viée tranh xa con gai b ta ra.”
To6i khong chic mit ai do hon: clia Annabeth hay 1 ciia toi.

“Camon, than Hermes,” Annabeth n6i. “Va chau... chau mudn néi... chau iy mtiéc vé chuyén ciia anh Luke.”

Khuon mit than danh lai nh thé ong Ay bién thanh da cim thach. “Nguoi & ra khong nén nhic dén chii dé do.”

Annabeth hét hoang bude I lai. “Xin 161?”

“XIN LOI ciing ching m duoc gil”

George va Martha cudn tron quanh cdy quyén trrong, gioy dang toa sang va bién dbi thanh thir @i d6 trong kha gidng voi cy giy dudi gia suc dién ap
cao.

“Nguoi I8 ra nén ctru n6 khi nguroi ¢6 co hoi,” thin gio 1én v6i Annabeth. “Ngwoi 1 ngudi duy nhét ¢6 thé am diéu d6.”
Toi bude n gitta hai ngudi ho. “Ngudi dang néi chuyén gi vay? Annabeth khong...”
“Pimg bao vé ¢b ta, Jackson!” than Hermes quay gdy dudi gia stic vé phia toi. “C5 ta biét chinh xac nhitng gi ta dang noi.”

“C6 1€ ngudi nén tu trach chinh minh ay"’ Toi biét I& ra minh nén immiéng lai, nhung | tit ca nhirng gi toi co thé nghi 14 16i kéo sur chi y ciia 6ng ay khoi
Annabeth. Hoa ra tir dau dén gio, 6ng 4y khong gian dir voi t6i. Ong Ay tirc gidn c6 dy. “C6 & néu ngudi khong bo roi Luke va me anh ta!”

Than Hermes nang cdy gy dudi gia stic 1én. Ong dy bét dau bién doi cho dén khi 6ng 4y cao c& hon ba mét. T6i nghi: Um, t6t thoi.
Nhung ngay khi 6ng 4y chuén bi tin cong, George va Martha ghé sat vao va thi thim vao tai ong Ay diéu gi do.
Than Hermes nghién rang, Ong 4y ha cdy gay dudi gia stic xudng va 16 lai bién tro vé thanh cdy quyén truong,

“Percy Jackson,” dng Ay 1n6i, “vi chéu da chp nhén 161 nguyén ciia Achilles nén ta tha cho d6. Gidr sinh mang chéu do ba Nir than Ménh quyét dinh.
Nhung chau s& khong bao gio durge néi voi ta kiu nhur the lan nira. Chau khong bict ta da phai hy sinh nhur the nao, ta...”

Giong than nghen ngao va 6ng dy quay trd lai hinh déng ctia con nguoi. “Con trai ctia ta, niém tur hio I6n nhét ctia ta.... May t9i nghiép cta ta...”

Ong 4y trong khé s& dén ndi ti khong biét phai n6i gi. Mot phit trude ong Ay sin sang am cho ching toi bbe hoi. Gior dng Ay lai tré nén yéu dudi, can
mot nguoi an Ui,

“Nghe ndy, thin Hermes,” t6i noi. “Chéu xin 161, nhung chéu cn phéi biét. Chuyén gi da xay ra voi bac May? Ba iy da n6i diéu gi 6 vé& s6 ménh ctia
Luke, va doi niit ctia bac ay...”

Thén Hermes nhin t6i trimg trimg va giong t0i tréy nén &p a 4p tng. Tuy thé nét méit dng Ay khong phai | sur gian dit. DS | s dau don — ndi dau sdu kin,
khong thé nao hinh dung duoc.

“Ta s& dé cac nguoi & lai,” ong éy n6i mot céch kho khian. “Ta con ¢d mdt cude chién dang cho doi.”
Ong 4y bat dau toa sang, Toi quay ngudi lai va chic ring Annabeth ciing da mthé, vi 6 Ay van dang dong cimg ngudi vi soc.
Chiic may miin, Percy, con rdn ¢6 tén Martha thi thim.

Than Hermes toa sang ruc & voi anh sang ctia mdt ngdi sao bing. Sau d6 ong Ay bién mit.

Annabeth ngdi & chin ngai me ¢6 4y va khoc. Toi mudn ai ti ¢6 4y, nhung t6i khong chic Em vé viée m nhur thé ndo.



“Annabeth,” t61 ni, “d6 khong phai la 16i cta... Té chura bao gio t?éy thﬁn Hermes cu xtr nhu thé. To doan... & cling khong biét nita... chic ong ay cam
thiy ¢6 Ioi vé chuyén ctia Luke. Ong ay chi dang timai d6 d€ do 16i day ma. T¢ khong bict tai sao ng dy trdch méng ciu. Cau da khong mbat cur dieu
gi dé dang phai chiu chuyén do.”

Annabeth lau nurée mét. C6 Ay nhin chiim chim vao déng Ira nhur thé d6 1a gian thiéu ctia chinh minh.

Toi bt rtet chuyén chuyén chan. “Umy, ciu da khong lm, ding khong?”

Cb ay khong tra 1oi toi. Con dao bang dong celestial ctia ¢6 Ay duoc cot vao canh tay ¢d — i con dao t6i da nhin thdy trong canh mdng ctia nir tha?tn )
Hestia. Trong chimg dy nam tr6i qua, t6i da khong nhn ra n chinh la mon qua cia Luke. T6i da nhiéu lan hoi sao ¢6 ay lai thich ding dao d¢ chién dau
thay cho kiém, va c6 ay khong bao gio tra 101 cau hoi d6 ctia t6i. Gid thi t6i da rd.

“Percy,” ¢d Ay n6i. “Liic ndy cau ni vé me Luke 1 co y g? Cau gip bac iy sa0?”

Toi mién cudng gat dau. “Nico va t¢ da ghe tham bac 4y. Bac 4y c6 hoi chut... khong binh thrdng, T6i mb ta ba May Castellan, va khoanh khic ky la
khi d6i niit ba ay phat sang va ba ay n6i vé s6 phan con trai minh.

Annabeth cau my. “Picu d6 khong ding. Nhung sao cau lai ghé...” Mt ¢6 y mo I6n. “Than Hermes d ni cau chiu i nguyén ctia Achilles. Nir than
Hestia cling bao thé. The cdu da... ciu da tam trong dong Song Styx?”

“Dlmg d6i dé ta“Percy! Cau c6 hay khong?”’
“A... chi a mdt chit thoi”

T6i ké cho c6 4y nghe vé thin Hades va Nico, vé chuyén toi da x6a s6 doi quan ngudi chét nhur thé nao. Téi bo qua doan t6i mo thiy Annabeth kéo t6i
ra khoi dong song. To1 van khong hiéu 16 lam vé phan do, va chi nghii dén né théi ciing khien t6i nguong chin nguoi.

C6 4y lic du day hoai nghi. “Cau c6 hinh dung duoc diéu d6 nguy hiém nhu thé ndo khong?”
“Té khong con hra chon ndo khéc,” t6i noi. “D6 1a cach duy nhét t& 6 thé dbi dau voi Luke.”

“Y cAu ... tré nén bét tir, ding 1 vay roi! D6 14 Iy do vi sao Luke da khong chét. Anh Ay da dén song Styx, rdi... Oi, khong, Luke. Anh dang nghi gi
vay?”?

“Vay gidr cau lai lo ling cho Luke,” ti cau nhau.

C5 4y nhin t6i chim chiam nhu thé t6i vira m6i rét xudng tir mot hanh tinh ndo do6. “Cau moi ndi gi?”

“Quén di,” toi am bam. Toi tw hoi ¥ ctia thin Hermes I gi khi d& cap dén vige Annabeth khong ctru Luke khi ¢6 4y c6 co hdi. RS rang | ¢o dy da
khong n6i cho t61 bict dieu gi 6. Nhung vao lic do, t6i khong c6 tam trang dé hoi. Bieu cudi cung t6i muon duoc nghe I thém nhicu hon nita lich st
ctia ¢ ay voi Luke.

“Vén d& I hin da khong chét trong dong song Styx,” ti n6i. “T6 ciing thé. Gior t& phai ddi dau véi hin. Chiing ta cling bao vé dinh Olympus.”

Annabeth van dang nhin cham chim vao mit toi, nhur thé c6 Ay dang b timra céc diém khac biét sau khi toi tim trong Séng Styx. “Té doan cau nbi
dung. Me t& da nhac den...”

“K & hoach hai muoi ba.”

C6 4y md mdm trong bald i Ay chiéc laptop ctia Daedalus. Biéu twong Delta chop sang trén mit chiéc laptop. C6 md mdt vai tap tin va bat dau cham
chu doc.

“Timra 10i,” ¢d 4y noi. “Thanh than oi, ching ta c6 rét nhidu viéc phai a
“Mt trong cac séang kién ciia Daedalus 427

“Rét nhiéu cac sang kién... c6 nhig cai rat nguy hiém nira. Néu me t& mudn t6 str dung ké hoach do, ba 4t da nghi moi viée s& rét tdi t8.” C6 Ay nhin
to1. “The con thong diép cua ba ay voi cau: ‘hdly nhd cac con song’ thi sao ha? Diéu d6 c6 nghia Ia gi?”

Toi lic dau. Nhu moi khi, t6i khong thé giai thich duge diéu ma cac than dang ndi véi toi. Toi phai nhé cac con séng ndo day? Song Styx? Song
Mississippi?

Negay lic 4y, anh emnha Stoll chay tia vao phong ngai. Connor hon hén:
“Céc cau can phai thiy diéu nay,” Connor ndi. “Ngay bay gio.”

Céc tia sang xanh trén bau trdi it hin, vi thé e dau t6i khong biét co chuyén gi da xay ra.



Céc trai vién khdc da tap hop lai trong mdt cong vién nho ¢ ria chin nii. Ho tip trung ¢ thanh lan can, dang nhin xubng Manhattan. Doc lan can xép day
cac ong nhom tam xa, loai danh cho khach du lich. Ban ¢6 thé b vao mit dong vang drachma, va c6 thé quan sat toan thanh pho. Céc trai vién dang
ding hét ong nhom trén lan can.

T6i nhin xudng thanh phd. Tir day 61 co thé thiy phin lon moi thir bén dudi — Song Bong va Song Hudson hop nhau tao thanh hinh dang cia
Manhattan, mang lwéi duong pho dan xen nhau, bong tbi trai dai ctia Cong vién Central Park & phia bic. Moi thir trong ¢6 vé binh thurong, nhung c6 gl
d6 khong 6n. T6i cam nhan 16 diéu do trude khi t6i nhan ra d6 1a gi.

“Té khong... nghe thiy gi hét,” Annabeth noi.

Bét 6n chinh ¢ d6.

Tham chi & d¢ cao ndy, t0i s& phi nghe dugc tiéng on ciia thanh phd — tiéng ctia hing trigu ngwdi hdi hé di ki, tiéng clia hang van xe hoi va méy moc cac
loai — tiéng ngan nga ctia mdt do6 thi rong Ion. Ban khong nghi vé dicu do khi ban song & New York, nhung n6 uén ¢ d6. Ngay ca lic nira d¢ém, New
York van khong bao i im king,

Nhung lic ndy, dicu do lai

T6i c6 cam giac nhur thé mdt ngudi cé ban than ctia minh dot nhién kin ra chét.

“Ching da 1am gi?”” Giong toi danh lai, dy gian dit. “Chiing da lim gi thanh phd cta t6i?”

Toi day Michael Yew ra va chiém ly 6ng nhom ctia cu ta.

Trén cac con dudng bén dudi, cac phirong tién giao thong ding khung lai. Khach b hanh ndm trén cc via hé, hay cudn tron 6 cac ctra. Khong hé thiy
d4u hi¢u ctia bao Ire, hay pha hoai, khong hé. Pon gian nhur thé moi ngudi & New York dong loat quyét dinh ngimg bét cir viée gi ho dang lim va kin ra

ngu.
“Ho chét ca roi u?” Silena hoi véi sy kinh ngac.

T6i lanh toat ca ngudi. Mt cau trong doan tién tri vang Ién bén tai toi. Va nhin thé gidi trong gidc ngi trién mién. Toi nhé lai cAu chuyén ctia Grover vé
viéc gap than Morpheus ¢ Central Park. May cho nguoi Ia ta dang can giit stic cho tran chinh.

“Khong chét,” t6i néi. “Than Morpheus da am cho moi ngudi trén ddo Manhattan chim vao gidc ngi. Cude xam hroc da bat dau.”
Ban dang doc truyén Vi Than Cudi Cuing duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Ao A N\ o N\ _o r_ e
Chwong 10: Toi mua mot vai ngwoi ban moi
Con O’Leary i ngudi hanh phiic nhét vé viéc thanh phd ngu say.
Ching ti tim thiy né dang 3n ngéu an nghién & mjt quay ban hotdog bi 1t nhao trong khi ngudi ban hing dang mit ngén tay, ndm cudc tron trén via he.

Anh Argus dang ché chiing t0i voi mot triim doi miit md kn. Anh khong noi bat cir diéu gi. Anh 4y chira bao gio ni. Toi doan d6 1a vianh &y duge cho
1a c6 mdt cau miat trong ludi ctia anh ay. Tuy nhién nét méat anh 16 16 rang anh dang rat kinh so.

To6i ké cho anh 4y nghe végi ching t6i biét duoc & dinh Olympus, va chuyén céc vi than s& khong dén dé giai ctru nhur thé ndo. Anh Argus déo tron céc
do6i mit minh trong sur phan nd. Dicu d6 cuc ky giy do gidc vi nd lam cho cé co thé cta anh ay cir xody tron.

To6i bao anh:

“Tbt hon hét anh nén quay vé trai,” t6i ndi voi anh dy. “Hay bao vé n6 tot nht anh c6 thé.”

Anh chi vao 6i va nhudn méy mdt cach budn cudi.

“Em ¢ lai,” t01 noi.

Anh Argus it dau, nhur thé cu tra 101 d6 ctia t6i im anh thdy hai Iong. Anh 4y nhin Annabeth va v& mdt vong tron trong khong khi.
“Vang,” Annabeth ddng y. “Em nghi da dén lic rdia.”

“Dén lic lam vige gi?” t6i hoi.
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Anh Argus Iuc loi khéip phia sau chiéc xe ciia anh 4y. Anh y By ra mbt céi khién dong va dua n6 cho Annabeth. N6 trong khé giéng véi nhitng chiée
khién khéac — cung loai khién tron ma ching t6i ludn st dung trong trd cudp ¢ ¢ trai. Nhung khi Annabeth dét n6 xu0ng myit dat, hinh anh phan chicu
trén mét khién bong loang thay doi tir bau troi va cac toa nha dén tuong Nit Than Ty Do — chang ¢d thir nao gan noi chiing t6i dang dimg.

“Oi chao,” ti ni. “Mot ci khién co chire nang thu hinh.”

“Mot trong céc séng kién clia Daedalus,” Annabeth n6i. “T¢ da nhés anh Beckendorf lamnd truée khi...” C6 4y nhin vé phia Silena. “Um, di sao di nira,
cai khién bé cong céc tia anh sdng it troi va mat trang tir khap noi trén the gidi d€ tao thanh hinh anh phan chiéu. Chiing ta c6 thé that sy nhin thay bat

ctr muc ti€u nao dudi mit troi va it trang, mién 13 4nh sang ty nhién cé thé cham vao nd. Nhin xem.”

Ching t0i kéo nhau lai khi Annabeth dang chm chit quan st. Hinh anh duoc phong Ion va quay tron vao lic dau, vi thé ti miic phai chimg chuyén dong
Kkhi vira mdi nhin n6. Ching t6i dang dén khu S¢ thi & Central Park, r6i phong xudng duong East 60th, bang qua Bloomingdale’s, 16i 1& vao Pai Lo Ba.

“O1,” Connor Stoll. “Lii lai. Phong to 1én ngay chd do.”
“Sa0?”” Annabeth hdi hop néi. “Cau thiy quan ddi phurong 42”

“Khong, ngay & d6 — Cira hang keo Dylan’s Candy Bar.”” Connor quay sang anh trai, cudi toe toét. “Anh ban, n6 dang md cira. Va moi ngudi déu dang
ngl. Anh d6 dang nghi nhitng gi em dang nghi khong?”

“Connor!” Katie Gardner quat. Giong c6 ta gidng hét giong me minh — nir thin Demeter. “Péy I chuyén nghiém tic. Cau khong duoc di hoi ciia cira
hang keo giita lic chién tranh nhur the nay!”

“Xin 161, Connor Am bam, nhung giong cau ta khong c6 chit xiu hd.
Annabeth 6t tay phia trde mét khién va mot canh khéc hién ra: Duong FDR Drive, nhin ngang qua song vé phia Cong vién Hai Dang,

“N6 s& gitip ching ta nhin thdy duoc diéu gi dang dién ra khiip ca thanh phd,” ¢6 iy n6i. “Camon, anh Argus. Hy vong bon em s& gip lai anh & trai...
vao mdt ngay nao do.”

Anh Argus mir. Anh &y nhin t6i nhw muén béo: Chiic may méin, cu cin diéu d6, rdi leo én xe. Anh va hai yéu tinh minh ngudi cénh chim queo xe lai,
len 161 quanh céc dong xe ding yén 16n nha 16n nhon trén duong,

Toi huyt sio goi con O’Leary va n6 nhay vot ngay dén.

“Nay, bé cung,” t6i néi. “C6 con nhé Grover khong? Than rimg ching ta da gip trong cong vién Ay?”

“Gu”

Toi hy vong diéu d6 c6 nghia 1, Chic rdi! Chir khong phai, C6 con thém hotdog nio khong?

“Tao can phai tim cu 4y,” t6i noi. “Hay chéc 1 cau Ay van con tinh nhé. Ching ta s& can sy gitp dd ctia cau dy. May hiéu khong? Tim Grover!”
Con O’Leary ting cho t6i mjt nu hon day w6t at, dudng nhur khong can thiét cho im. Sau d6 né chay nhur bay vé huréng béc.

Pollux cti ngudi xudng ké bén mdt ngudi canh sat dang ngi. “Té khong hiéu. Sao ching ta ciing khong bud nhi? Sao chi co con ngudi bi thdi nhi?”

“Pay 1a mt cau buia chi khong 16, Silena Beauregard gii thich. “Cau buia chii cang 16n, thi cang d& dang chdng lai n6. Néu cau mudn am cho hang
triéu nguoi thuong ngl, cau phai tha ra mt 16p mang ma thuat rat mong. Lam cho céc 4 than ng thi can phai tao ra bua chil manh hon.”

Toi liéc nhin co ?iy. “Khi ndo cau hoc duoc qua nhiéu vé ma thuét vay?”’

Silena d6 niit. “Té khong phéi danh tit ca thoi gian ciia minh bén ban trang diém.”

“Percy,” Annabeth goi. C6 Ay van dang nhin chiim chii vao c4i khién. “Cau nén xem céi ny.”

Hinh anh trén khién 14 hinh anh vé Long Island Sound gAn La Guardia. Mot doi thuyen méy toc do cao dang phong nhanh qua lan nu6e den ngom hudng
vé Manhattan. Mdi chiéc thuyén diy cac 4 thin mic cac bo ‘giap Hy Lap. O dudi chiéc thuyén dn du, mdt chiéc cd mau tia v6i hinh wdi héi den droc
théu bay phip phdi trong gié dém. Téi chura bao gio nhin thiy miu co Ay trude ddy, nhung khong kho dé doan: cd tran ciia Kronos.

“Kiém tra vong ngoai ctia dao,” t6i n6i. “Nhanh nhanh.”

Annabeth chuyén canh vé& huéng nam t6i khu cang. Pha Stalen Island r& song gan déo Ells. Trén pha d,z‘?ly rdy cac con dracaenae va mot bay ché ngao
dia ngyc. Boi ¢ phia trurde 1 mot top dong vat ¢6 via & bién. Liic dau, t6i cir nghit do ca heo. Roi tdi thay cac khuon miit giong ché cta ching va nhiing
thanh kiém dugc deo & bén hdng, va t61 nhan ra ching Ia nhitng con telkhine — quy bién.

Canh lai d6i an nita — bai bién Jersey, bén phéi dudng him Lincoln. Mt trim con quéi vat du loai dang hanh quan qua cac lan giao thong bi ngimg lai —



cac tén khéng 16 v6i cac cay diii cui, cac Cylops xéiu xa, mt vai con rong phun lra, va dé nhén manh thém: chiéc xe ting Sherman tir thoi thé chién thr
hai, dang day phang xe ¢ dang can duong khi né am am tién vao trong duong ham.

“Chuyén gi dang xy ra voi ngudi & bén ngoai Manhattan?” t6i ndi. “Ca toan bang déu ngi hét sao?”

Annabeth nhiu méy. “T6 khong nghi thé, nhung c6 diéu ndy la Fim. Theo nhur nhing gi t6 ¢6 thé céc birc anh ndy, ¢ vimg Manhattan déu chim vao gidc
ngu. Hinh nhur & ban kinh nim nmuroi dam quanh hon ddo noi thoi gian dang trdi cuc ky, cuc ky cham. Cang dén gan Manhattan, thoi gian tr6i cang cham
}1011“

Cb 4y cho toi xem mot canh khac — duong cao tf)c New Jersey. Gio la t6i thir Bay, vi thé tinh hinh giao thong ciing khong t& nhur vao ngay cubi uﬁq.
Nhirng nguoi lai xe déu tinh, nhung cac loai xe déu di chuyén voi vén toc khoang mot dammdt gio. Chim cling bay véi toc d that chdm phia trén bau
troi.

“Kronos,” t6i n6i. “Han dang lam thoi gian troi chim lai.”

“(;Iﬁc nit than Hecate gop tay vao chuyén ndy,” Katie Gardner nhén xét. “Hay xem cach moi chiéc xe déu quay dau tranh céc 10i vio Manhattan, nhur
thé ho déu nhan duoc mdt thong di€p tiém thirc phai cho xe quay lai.”

“Té khong biét.” Annabeth ndi mot cach tuyét vong, C6 4 4y ghét cam gidc khong biét bat cir chuyén gi. “Nhung khong biét bang cach nao, ching ding
cdc lop ma thudt bao quanh Manhattan. Thé gi61 bén ngoai thdm chi con khong nhan ra c6 chuyén gi do sai JAm dang xay ra. Bat ctr nguoi thurong nio
dang di vé phia Manhattan déu s& di cham dén mirc ho s& khong nhan biét dugc chuyén gi dang dién ra.”

Jake Mason n6i nho. “Nhur nhitng con rudi trong hd phach.”

Annabeth git du. “Ching ta khong nén trong chd bt ctr ciru vién ndo.”

Toi quay lai nhin cac ban. Ho bang hoang va so'héi, va t0i khong thé tréch ho v diéu do. Chiée khién da cho chiing tdi thiy ¢6 it nhat ba tram ke thi
dang trén duong dén day. Ching t6i chi c6 bon muroi ngurdi. Va ching toi don doc.

Toi bao:

“Purogc 101, t6i n6i. “Ching ta phéi ¢d bao vé Manhattan.”

Silena mAn mé ghu 4o gidp. “Um, Percy, Manhattan rt lon.”

“Ching ta s& phai bao vé Manhattan,” t6i n6i. “Chiing ta phai lim thé.”

“Céu 4y noi ding,” Annabeth do loi. “Cac vi thin gio s& giit cho quén ctia Kronos tranh xa dinh Olympus trén khong tru thé nén, hin s& ¢ tin cong
bang duong bg. Chung ta phai cat dat moi 16 vao dao.”

Michael gop y. “Nhung ching c6 thuyén kia.”

Mot ludng dién chay doc sdng ung toi. DOt nhién, t6i hiéu duoc 1i khuyén ctia ni than Athena: Hay nhé cac dong song

“T6 s& lo vu méy con thuyén do,” toi noi.

Michael chau may. “Béng cach nao?”

“Ctr dé ching cho t6,” t0i n6i. “Chiing ta can canh chimg cac cy cau va dudng ham. Hay gia sir nhur ching s& tAn cong thing vao tir trung tam hay tir
cudi khu budn ban, it nhat cling la don phu dau. D6 s& Ia con duodng trye ticp nhat dé dén Toa nha Empire State. Michael, ciu dua nha than Apollo dén
cau Williamsburg nhé. Katie dan nha nir than Demeter dén Puodng him Brooklyn Battery. Hay cho moc céc bui gai va céc cdy son doc khap duong
ham Hay lim tat ca nhing gi cac ciu ¢6 thé lam, mién sao giit cho ching ctr & ngoai kia! Connor — dra nira quén s nha than Hermes tran gii cau
Manhattan. Travis, cau dua nira con lai bao vé cau Brooklyn. Va khong duroc ngimg lai & mi héi ctia va cudp pha dau ddy nhé!”

“Aaaaaaa!” Ca nha thin Hermes kéu ca.

“Silena, cau dua nha nit thin Aphrodite dén duong him Queens Midtown nhé.”

“Oi, than thanh cta t6i o1, mdt trong s6 cac chi em ctia ¢b Ay n6i. “Vay Pai 16 Nam oi, bon chi sip dén day! Bon t& c6 thé trang diém, va bon quai vat
hinh nhur cuc ky ghét mii nuée hoa Givenchy.”

“Khong duoc la ca,” t6i ndi. ‘Um.. v viée nude hoa thi, néu céc cau nghi né hi€u qua thi c6 thé st dung nd.”
Sau co con gai nha nit than Aphrodite phén khich hon én mé toi.

“Puoc roi, du rdi” Toi nhim miét, c¢d nghil xem con quén gi nita khong. “Con dudng him Holland. Jake, ciu dua nha thin Hephaestus ra d6 nhé. Ding
ra Hy Lap, dat bay. Bat ctr nhitng gi ma cac cau c6.”



Cau ta cudi toe toét. “Rét sin long. Bon t& cd m6n ng can phai thanh toan anh Beckendorf!”
Ca ddi ho reo huong ing.

“Cau Puong 59th,” t6i ndi. “Clarisse...”

Toi &p ting. Clarisse khong ¢ & ddy. Ca nha than Ares, nguyén riia ho, hién dang & lai trai.

“Bon t¢ s& dam nhn phan d6,” Annabeth budc kén, ctru t6i khoi sw im king dang xau ho. C6 dy quay vé phia céc anh chj em nha minh. “Malcolm, ciu
lam chi huy moi nguoi nhé, trién khai ké hoach so hai muroi ba doc theo ca con duodng, giong y nhu t& da chi cho cau. Hay bao vé vi tri d6 nhé.”

“Cau ctr tin 6 bon t&.”

“Té s& di cung voi Percy,” co éy 1oL, “Sau d6, bon t& s& dén chd cc ciu— hodc bon t6 s& dén bit cit noi ndo ma moi nguoi can”’

C6 ai d6 dimg cudi hang pha tro, “Dimg ¢6 di lac dudng nhé, ca hai nguoi”

C6 mot vai tiéng cudi khiic khich vang Ién, nhung t6i im nhu khong nghe.

“Puoe 161, t6i n6i. “Giit lién lac bang dién thoai di dong nhé.”

Silena phan d6i. “Bon t& khong ¢6 di dong.”

T6i cii xudng, cm lén mot chiéc BlackBerry ctia mdt quy ba dang ngdy o o va quang n6 cho Silena. “Gioy cau da ¢6 16i d6. Tét ca cac cau déu biét s
dién thoai cia Annabeth, ding khong? Néu céc cau can bon t6, hay nhat lén bét cir chiéc dién thoai ndo va goi cho bon t6. Chi ding né mot in, sau dé
tha n6 lai, r6i muon mot chiée khac néu cac cau bude phai m thé. Piéu d6 khién cho cac bon quéi vat khé x4c dinh vi tri ctia cac cau hon.”

Ai ndy cuoi toe toét nhur thé ho thich y twéng do.

Travis héng giong. “Um, néu bon t& tim dwrge mot chiée cuc ky dep...”

Toi ngit o, “Khong, cau khong duoge giit nd.”

“Oi, troi.”

“Huomda, Percy,” Jake Mason noi. “Cau da bo sot duong him Lincoln.”

Toi 96 khong bat ra 1oi nguyép ria. C4u ta noi ding. Mot chiéc xe ting Sherman va mdt trim con quéi vt hién dang di xuyén qua duong him dé, va toi
thi b6 tri quan ctia minh tin dau tan dau ay.

Thé i giong mdt ¢d gai tir bén dudng vong sang. “Thé cau dé vi tri 6 cho bon t6 nhé?”

Toi chura bao gio vui mirg khi nghe giong néi cua bét cir ai trong cude doi toi hon lic nay. Mot nhémba muroi ¢6 gai tudi moi lon bang qua Pai Lo
Nam Ho méc 40 so'mi trang, quén ran ri mau bac va di gy linh. Ai cling deo kiém ngang hong, dng tén sau vai va cung san sang chién ddu. Mot dan s6i
Bic My miu tring xam quan quit quanh chan ho, va dau trén tay phan Ion cac ¢6 gai la nhitng con chim ung san moi.

C6 gai di dau c6 mai toc den chia duoc vubt keo va mic mot chiée 4o khoéc da mau den. C6 4y mang mdt chiéc vong bac trén dau giéng virong mién
cong chua, nhung n6 chang hop chiit nao voi d6i bong tai hinh dau lu hay chiéc 4o phong c6 dong chit Cai chét danh cho Barbie véi hinh anh mdt c6
bup bé Barbie nhd bi mili t€n xuyén ngang dau.

Annabeth reo lén. “Thalial”

Con gai thin Zeus cudi toe toét. “Doi Tho San ctia nit than Arternis, dén dé nhan viée.”

Moi ngudi 6mhon va tiu tit chao don — it ra thi chi c6 mot minh Thalia [a than thién. Cac Tho San khac khong thich dén gﬁn cac trai vién, dac biét 1a cac
céu con trai, nhung ho da khong ban bat cir ai trong sO chiing t6i. Vi ho ma ndi, thé cling da 1a mdt 16i chao dén cye ky nong nhiét roi.

Toi hoi Thalia. “Subt ném qua cau & dau thé? Gior cau da c6 duoc gip doisd Thy San rdil”

Thalia cudi don tan. “D6 1a mdt cau chuyén dai, dai Bm T6 ¢4 la cc cude phiéu luu ctia t& con nguy hiém hon nhiéu so véi cau déy, Jackson.”

“Hoén toan ndi ddi,” t6i noi.

“Pé 1di xem,” ¢b Ay hira. “Sau khi chuyén nay két thic, cu, Amabeth, va t6: harmburger thit bam pho mét va khoai tdy chién ¢ khach san gi 46 & dudng
West 57th.”

“Khach san Le Parker Meridian,” t6i n6i. “Dong y. Va Thalia ndy — cam on.”



Cb Ay nhin vai. “Lii quai vat d6 s& khong biét dugc didu gi da giét chét ching. Cac Tho San, di thoil”

Coa ay vo nhe vao chiéc vong deo tay bang bac va ch1ec khién Aegis hién nguyén hinh. Péau Medusa bing vang duoc dic & gitta khien trong qua kinh di
khién tit c4c trai vién ki lai. Céc Tho San di vé phia cubi dai 1o cling voi bay s6i va cac con chimung, Va t6i c6 cam gidc ring tir gios trd di dudng hdm
Lincoln s& an toan tuyét doi.

“Ta on cac thn,” Annabeth thdt Ién. “Nhung néu ching ta khong chiin cac con thuyén dé trén song, thi viée béo vé cac ciy cdu va cac duong him s
trd nén vo nghiia.”

“Céu ndi ding,” to1 noi.

Toi nhin c4c trai vién, tit ca ho déu qua quyét va dut khoat. Toi ¢ khong nghi ddy 1 in cudi ciing toi nhin thiy tat ca ho.

“Céc cau Ia nhitng anh hung vi dai nhfirt cua thién nién ky nay,” t01 n6i voi ho. “Khong quan trong la c6 bao nhiéu quai vat s& tAn cong cac cau. Hay chién
dau that diing cam, va ching ta s€ chién thing,” Toi dua cao thanh Thiy Tri€u én va hét 1on, “VI DPINH OLYMPUS!”

Ho nhét loat huéng (g, va bén muroi tiéng ho vang vong khiip céc toa nha & khu trung tim. Trong gidy lat, tiéng ho do nghe that can dam, nhung né
nhanh chéng chét lang trong sy im king ctia murdi triéu ngudi New York dang ngg.

Annabeth va t6i 18 ra dinh chon xe hoi, nhung tat ca déu chén vao nhau trong mdt hang giao thong dai nbi dudi nhau. Khong mot dong co ndo hoat dong,
diéu nay kha ky la. Giurong nhur cc Ji xe ¢6 du thoi gian dé tat may trude khi ho qua budn ngi. Hodc c6 18 thin Morpheus ¢6 sirc manh lam cho cac
dong co ciing ngi cing, Hinh nhu hu hét cac 1ai xe déu cd tap xe vao 1 khi ho cam gidc duoc chinh minh sip budn ngii, nhung céc con dudng déu bi
bit kin, khong thé ndo di chuyén duroc.

Cubi cing ching t6i cling tim dwoc mot ngudi dua th dang tra vao mot birc trong ga van dang ngdi dang chan trén chiéc xe Vespa d6. Chiing t6i 161
anh ta xuong khoi xe va dt cho anh ta nam xuong trén via he.

“Xin 16, anh ban,” t0i n6i. Néu may min, t0i s& mang e tré lai cho anh ta. Néu toi khong thé, thi viéc tra lai xe hay khong cling khong 1a vén dé, vi thanh
pho da bi tiéu diét.

T6i cam l4i voi Annabeth ngdi & phia sau, quang tay 6m ldy eo t6i. Ching t6i chay ngoan ngeo xudi vé ph]a Broadway ciing véi tiéng dong co i1 rii trong

sur finh ing dén kinh nguroi. m thanh duy nhét 14 tiéng chudng dién thoai thinh thoang lai vang 1én — nhur thé ching dang goi cho nhau, nhu thé New York
da bién thanh mot vurdn chim dién tir khong 16.

Chuyén di ciia t6i dién ra kha chdm. Thinh thoang chiing tdi lai di ngang qua cac khach bo hanh ngt ngay trude miii xe hoi, va ching t6i phai dimg lai dé
di chuyén ho dén noi an toan hon. Mot lan, chiing t6i phai dimg lai dé dap Ira cho mdt xe ban banh quy que dang bdc chay. Mot vai phit sau, ching toi

phai ctru mot xe day embé dang kin khong biét vé& dau doc theo mdt con dudng Hoa ra, chamg ¢d embé ndo trong xe ca — chi ¢ con chd xu cua ai d6
dang ndm ngil. Poan thir xem Chiing t6i dé n6 an toan bén trong mt canh cira va tiép tuc di tiép.

Khi chiing t6i di ngang qua Cong vién Madison Aquare, Annabeth chot bao: “Ghé vao.”

Toi ngimg lai ngay gitra duong East 23rd. Annabeth nhay xudng va chay vé phia cong vién. Liic 61 dudi kip ¢6 4y, ¢6 dy dang nhin chim cham vao mit
burc trgng dong trén bé da hoa cuong do. Toi chac minh da di ngang qua nd hang triéu lan nhung chura bao gio that sy nhin ki né.

Mot ngudi dan ong dang ngdi vt chan chit ngii trén ghé. Ong ta niic b vét 16 mdt — kiéu trang phuc clia Abraham Lincoln — voi mdt cai no deo cd,
mdt dudi 4o dai. Chat day bén dudi gam ghé ciia Ong ta |3 mot chong sach bang dong. Mot tay ong ta cam ciy bt 1ong ngdng, tay kia cam to giay 16n
lam bang kim loai.

“Sao chiing ta phai quan tim dén...” t6i liéc nhin tén & bé tuong, “William H. Steward?””

“Seward,” Annabeth stra lai. “Ong 4y timg 14 thong d6c bang New York. Ciing 14 4 thin, hinh nhu con trai ciia nit thin Hebe, t¢ nghi thé. Nhung diéu
d6 khong quan trong, Chinh burc turgng moi [a thir t& quan tam.

C6 4y tréo 1én ghé bang ctia cong vién va xem xét chiim chii phén chan cta bire twong,
“Prmg c6 n6i voi t& dng ta 13 mdt ngudi may nhé,” t61 noi.

Annabeth mim cudi. “Hoa ra hau hét cac bre trong trong thanh phd déu 1 ngudi méy. Daedalus gidu ching & day trong truong hop ong Ay can mot doi

quan.

“Pé tin cong hay bao vé dinh Olympus?”’

Annabeth nhin vai. “MJt trong hai. D6 a ké hoach hai muroi ba. Ong dy ¢6 thé chi can kich hoat mdt birc tuong va no s& tu kich hoat tht ca twong trong
khap thanh phd, cho dén khi tao thanh di mdt di quan. Thé nhung dicu d6 kha 1a mao hiém. Cau cling biét ching ta rat khd doan trude duge dong thai

ctia ngudi may nhu thé ndo.”

“U... rm,” ti n6i. Chiing t6i da c6 nhitng trai nghiém t0i t& v6i nhimg nguoi méy. “Cau thit sw nghil vé viée kich hoat ching sa0?”



“Té ¢ cac lru ¥ ctia Daedalus, ¢ dy noi. “T6 nghi t6 ¢6 thé... A, nd... ddy roi.”

C6 4y 4n vao miii gidy ctia Seward va birc tuong dimg thing ddy, but va gidy kim loai da sin sang trong tay.

T6i n6i nho. “Ong ta dinh lam gi? Viét luu ¥ chéic?”

“Suyt! Xin chao, William.”

“Bill,” t6i goi ¥.

“Bill - 5, im miéng,” Annabeth quét toi. Birc twong nghiéng dau, nhin ching t6i v6i doi it bang kim loai vo hon.

Annabeth hing giong, “Xin chio, &, théng doc Seward. Chudi énh: Daedalus Hai muroi ba. Bao vé Manhattan. Bét dau Kich hoat.”
Seward nhay xudng khoi bé twong. Cti nhay manh dén ndi gidy 6ng ta m nirt via hé. Sau d6, 6ng ta di lich ca lach cach vé phia dong,
“Chdc ong 4y s& di danh thirc birc twong Khong Tir ddy,”

“Cai gi?”” t6i noi

“Mdt bire turong khéac o khu pision. Van dé 14, ching s& van tiép tuc di &én chd ciia cac bire twong khéc cho dén khi tit ca ching déu dugc kich hoat.”
“Rodi sau d6?”

“Hy vong chiing s€ bao vé Manhattan.”

“Thé ching c6 biét 1 ching ta khong phai 1 ké thi khong?”

“Té nghiila ¢6.”

“Thé thi tdt qua.” Toi nghii vé tat ca cac birc tuong ddng trong cac cong vién, cac quang trudng, va cac tda nha & New York. Phai co dén hing trim,
hay thdm chi hang ngan burc tugng nhu the.

Diing liic Ay, mdt qua cau anh sang mau xanh lyc nd tung trén nén troi dém— kra Hy Lap, & dau d6 phia trén Séng Pong,
“Chiing ta phai di thoi,” tdi ndi. Va chiing toi chay ra noi d chiéc xe Vespa.

Ching t6i dirng bén ngoai Cong vién Battery, & chop ha Manhattan noi Séng Hudson va Séng Pong gip nhau trude khi d6 vao Vinh Thuong New
York.

“Doi ¢ day,” t6i bao Annabeth.

“Percy, cau khong nén di mot minh.”

“Um, trir khi cau c6 thé thd duoe dudi nude...”

C6 4y tho dai. “Cau doi khi dang ghét khong thé chiu ndi.”

“Khi ltic t6 n6i ding chir gi? Tin t di, t& s& khong sao dau. Gid t6 dang chiu i nguyén ctia Achilles mé. Gior t6 1 v6 dich va bt kha chién bai.”
Annabeth van khong tin. “Ctr phai cAn than. T& khong mudn ¢o chuyén xay ra voi cau. Y t6 ... vi bon t6 can cau cho tran chién.”

To6i cudi toe toét. “Quay trd lai trong nhay mt.

T6i leo xudng b bao va 161 xubng nurde.

Danh cho cac ban, nhitng nguoi khong-phai-la con-thin-bién & ngoai kia — khong duoc boi ¢ Cang New York. Tuy nurde khong ban nhur thdi cia me
61, nhung n6 chéc chén van s& im cho ban moc thém mt con mit nita & giita tran hay c6 nhitng dira con bi dot bién khi ban 16n kén.

Toi kin xudng trong lan murde t6i den va chim xudng cho dén khi cham day. Toi 96 tim vi tri noi cac dong chay ctia hai con song duong nhur can bang véi
nhau — noi ching gip nhau va hinh thanh nén vinh. Toi doan d6 1a noi tot nhat dé gay su chuy.

“NAY!” Toi hét Ien bang giong dudi nurde t6t nhét ctia minh. m thanh vang vong trong bong ti. “Toi nghe cac 6ng bi 6 nhiém dén nbi khong dam 16 it
ra vi nguong. Bieu do c6 ding khdng?”

M6t dong nude lanh réc réach chay ngang qua vinh, mang theo mdt dbng rac rudi va phi sa.

“T6i nghe n6i Song Pong doc hon,” t6i tiép tuc, “nhung mii Song Hudson thdi hon. Hay nguoc lai m6i ding?”



Nudc song léip lanh sang. C6 thir gi d6 manh m& va gian dit hién dang quan sat toi. Toi cd thé cam nhan dugc sy hién dién ctia mdt nguoi.. hodc co B la
sur hién dién ctia hai nguroi.

T6i so minh da tinh sai voi trod théa ma wira di. Chuyén gi s& xay ra néu ho am cho t6i nd tung mé chiing 16 mit ra? Nhung ho i cac thin song 6 New
York. T6i doan ban nang ctia ho s& khien t6i kho chiu.

Khong con nghi ngd gi nita, hai hinh déng khong 10 xuat hién truée mit t0i. Lic dau, ho chi | hai cot phit sa mau néu dam, day déc hon so v6i nude bao
quanh ho. R6i ho moc ra hai tay va hai chan, va hai khudn mat cau co.

Nguoi bén trdi trong dau kho giong mot con telkhine. Khudn it ong ta giong mit cho s6i. Cor thé hoi hoi giong su tir bién— da den tron bong voi hai
ban tay ban chan ¢6 hinh dang chan chéo. P61 mit phat sang mau xanh luc phong xa.

Nguoi bén phai trong g10ng ngudi hon. Ong ta mic quan 40 may bang gle rach va tdo blen, v6i mot cai 4o khodc duoe két bang nit chai va vong git
nhra. Khuon mit ong JAm tAm tao, va bd riu quai n6n xdm xoam. Doi mit xanh dwong thim bumg bung tirc gian.

G su tir bién, chén chén I than Song Pong, n6i, “Ngwoi dang ¢ tur giét chinh minh sao, nhoc? Hay nguoi chi hoi qua ngde ma thoi?”
Vi thin song véi b rau x6m xoam ché nhao. “Nguoi 1 chuyén gia vé nguoi ngbe, Dong.”

“An n6i can than chut di,”” Song Pong gim gir. “O yén bén phan dao ctia ngwroi va dimg 6 chd miii vao.”

“Khong thi sa0? Nguoi s& ném con thuyén réc khac vao ta sao?”

Ho tr6i v& phia nhau, sin sang dé danh tay bo.

“Ngimng!” t6i hét Ién. “Ching ta con ¢6 chuyén quan trong hon dé lo.”

“Thing bé n6i ding,” Séng Pong can nhén. “Ca hai ching ta giét n6, rdi danh nhau ciing khéng mudn.”

“Nghe c6 vé hay ddy,” Song Hudson gt gil.

Trude khi t6i 6 thé cii, hing ngin manh rac trdi Ién tir day song va bay thing vao toi tir ca hai hudng — kinh vy, d4, vo hop va 1dp xe.

Nhung t6i dodn trude duge chuyén ndy. Nude trude mit t0i ddc lai thanh mdt tim khién. Cac ménh vy bt ra, 101 khong hé hén gi. Chi mot mon xuyén
qua dugc — mot manh kinh 16n dam vao ngyre t6i, nhung thay vi giét dugc t6i thi n6 lai vo tan thanh tirng manh nhé ngay trén lan da t6i.

Hai than s6ng nhin cham chim toi.

“Con trai thdn Poseidon?” Song Pong hoi

Toi git.

Song Hudson thic méc. “Da dam minh trong song Styx?”

(Ca hai tao ra cac 4m thanh thé hién sy chan ghét.

“Um, diéu do that hoan hao,” Song Péng ndi. “Gidi> ching ta lm thé nao dé giét n6?”

Séng Hudson dam chiéu suy nghi “Chiing ta ¢6 thé cho dién gidt chét nd. Néu ta ¢ thé tim thiy mot vai soi ddy cap khoi dong ngoai...”
Toi ngit 1oi. “Hay nghe t6i n6i! Di quan ctia Kronos dang tran vao Manhattan.”

“Tuédng ta khong biét didu d6 chic?” Song Pong cudi khdy. “Ngay bay gid ta ¢6 thé cam nhan duoc nhitng chiée thuyén méy cia hin. Ching sép di qua
day.”

“Diing vdy,” Séng Hudson ddng tinh. “Con ta thi cé mdt vai dira quai vat ban thiu dang boi trong nurdc cta ta.”

“Vay ngin ching lai,” t6i bao. “Dim chét. Panh chim tu ctia ching”

“Sao chiing ta phai lam thé?” Song Hudson cau nhau. “Vay ching s& chiém dinh Olympus. Thé ching ta lo Fing lam gi?”
“Vi t6i ¢6 thé tra tién cho hai nguoi.” T6i iy dong sand dollar ma cha d3 ting cho t6i trong ngy sinh nhat.

M3t ctia hai vi thin sang ruc.



“N6 4 cia ta!” Song Dong nhanh nhau. “Dua nd cho ta, nhc, va ta hira khong mdt doi quan xdu xa ndo ctia Kronos ¢6 thé virot qua duoc Song
Déng73

“Quén chuyén do di,”” Song Hudson ciing khong vira. “Ddng sand dollar d6 phai 14 ciia ta, trir phi ngwoi mudn ta dé cho tét ca cac con thuyén d6 bang
qua Soéng Hudson.”

“Ching ta théa hiép véi nhau nhé.” Toi bé dong sand dollar ra Bim doi. Mot dong murée mit trong knh phun ra tir vét va, nhu thé tit cé céc chét gy 6
nhiém trong vinh déu bién mat.

“Mbi nguoi mdi nita,” 61 n6i. “Dé dbi lai, hai ngudi gitt cho cac ddi quan cia Kronos tranh xa Manhattan nhé.”

“Oi, trdi,” Song Hudson rén ri, viron tay vé phia dong sand dollar. “D4a lau Em rdi ta m6i duoc sach nhur thé nay.”
“Quyén ning ciia than Poseidon co khéc,” Song Pong im bam. “Ong ta qua quét, nhung ong ta biét cach Bmsach 6 nhié
Ho quay sang nhin nhau, rdi cling ddng thanh d4p: “Thoa thuan.”

T6i dua mdi ngurdi mdt nira dong sand dollar, ma ho cung kinh gio tay don y.

“Um, thé nhitng ké xdm king thi sa0?” ti nhéc.

Song Dong phéy tay. “Ching vira m6i chét chim.”

Séng Hudson bung tay. “Bay ché ngao dia nguc vira m6i kin luon khong bao gior ndi.”

“Camon,” t6i noi. “Nhé giit song sach s€ nhé.”

Khi t6i boi 1én phia méit nurde, Song Dong goi vdi theo, “Nay nhéc, bét cir khi ndo c6 ddng sand dollar mudn tiéu, hiy quay lai nhé. Néu ngiroi con
song.”

“Loi nguyén Achilles!” Song Hudson cudi ho hd. “Ho luon nghi didu d6 & ctru duge ho, ding khong?”

“Néu nhu né biét duoc,” Song Dong ddng y. Ca hai nguoi cing cudi Iom, rdi bién mit dan trong 1an nude.

Quay tr6 lai bo song, Annabeth dang n6i chuyén qua dién thoai, nhung c6 dy dap méy ngay khi nhin thy toi. C6 Ay duong nhur khé mét binh tinh.
“N6 da thanh cong,” t6i n6i v6i ¢d dy. “Cac con song gio dd an toan rdi.”

“Tét,” c0 Ay n6i. “Vi chiing ta lai ¢6 céc ric rdi khic. Michael Yew vira goi cho t6. Thém mdt doi quan nita dang tién vé cau Williamsburg, Nha thin
Apollo can ctru vién. Va Percy, con quai vat dang dan dau doi quan... 1a con Minotaur.”

Ban dang doc truyén Vi Than Cudi Cimg dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 11: Chung toi lam gay m{t ciy cau
May thay, Blackjack truc vao hom nay

Toi thyre hién ¢t huyt sao goi taxi tuyét nhét cia minh, va chi trong mt vai phit, hai bong den xuat hién Iirgn vong trén bau troi. Liic dau, trong ching
giong hét dieu hau, nhung khi ching sa xuong thap, t6i c6 theé nhén ra nhitng chi€c chan dai dang phi mrde dai ctia cac con pegasus.

Chao, sép. Blackjack d4p xubng va chay nurde kiéu, ban ciia n6 — Porkpie ¢ ngay phia sau n6. Oi, t6 nghi nhimg ga thin g6 d6 s& da bon té mdt phat
den Pennsylvania trude khi bon t¢ khoe di cting véi sép!

“Camon vi da dén nhé,” t6i néi véi n. “Ma ndy, sao con pegasus ndo ciing phi nurde dai khi ching bay thé?”

Con Blackjack hi vang. Thé sao loai ngudi lai vung tay khi ho di? Té khong biét, sép. Chi cam thiy didu d6 1a can thiét. Bi dau?

“Bon t6 can dén cau Williamsburg,” ti noi.

Blackjack ha thip c6 xudng. Cau dung 14 thin, sép 4. Bon t& da quay ngang qua n6 trén dudng dén déy va n6 trong khong 6n im. Lén ngyra ndo!

Trén duong téi cau, t6i thiy rudt gan minh nhur thét lai. Minotaur | mdt trong céc con quai vat dau tién bi toi ha guc. Bn nam trude, n6 gan nhur da giét
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chét me t6i trén DOi Con Lai. Toi van gip ac mdng vé chuyén do.
T6i tirng hy vong nd s& chét trong mot vai thé ky, nhung t6i phai biét 1 may mén cia t6i s& khong kéo dai.

Ching t6i nhin thiy diroc tran chién trude ca khi ching t6i dén du gin dé nhén ra cac chién binh diic biét. Gios hién da qua nira dém, nhung cay cu lai
tran ngp 4nh sang. Céc chiéc xe dang bbc chay. Céc cung lira bay qua bay lai tir hai phia khi cac miii tén va gido lira bay qua bay lai trong khong trung.
Ching t6i di vao mit con duong bén dudi, va toi nhin thiy cac trai vién nha than Apollo dang rit ui. Ho 4n nap dang sau nhimg chiéc xe va ban tia doi
quéan dang dan tién gan, dat cac miii tén thude nd va tha chong sit trén duong, tao cac chudéng ngai vét lira & bat ctr noi ndo ho ¢6 thé, kéo cac tai xé
dang ngii ra khoi xe dé gitp ho tranh nguy hiém dang dén. Nhung ké thit van dang tién vé phia trudc. Toan b doi hinh phaling do céc enae hop thanh di
dau, nhitng chiéc khién ctia ching moc vao nhau, dau cc i gido nhon hodt moc ra tua tia trén bé niit. Thinh thoang mdt mili tén s& tiép xtic véi phan
than hinh rin, hoic c6, hoic khe hé trén 4o gidp ciia ching, va ngudi phy nit rin khong may d6 s tan bién, nhung phén 1on cac miii tén ctia nha thén
Apollo thirdng bay surot qua birc twong khién ctia ching. Khoang hon mdt trim con quéi vat déu di dang sau ching,

Do lic nhitng con cho ngao dla nguc lai nhdy ra khoi d6i hinh phaling. Pa phﬁn chung bi tiéu diét bdi cac mii tén, ,rrf)t con da ngoam dugc mot thanh
vién nha than Apollo 161 di mat. T61 khong nuon di su vao viéc chuyén gi s€ xay sau d6 voi cau ta. Toi khong nuon bict.

“Ding kia!” Annabeth kéu Ién tir trén lung con pegasus dang chd cd 4y.
Khong con nghi ngd gi nita, ¢ chinh gitta doi quan xam hroc chinh I Anh ban Pau bd Xura cii ciia toi.

Lan trudc toi gip con Minotaur, n6 ching nic gi ngoai mdt chiéc quan con sach s& mau tring, Toi khong biét tai sao. Co thé nd bi d4 bay ra khoi
girong dé dudi theo toi. Lin ndy, nd dugc trang bi moi thir danh cho mot tran chién.

Tir thit ung trd xudng, né miic mot bd giap chién Hy Lap tiéu chudn — mdt tim da phi nhu vy va mdt miéng che bang kim loai, giap che 6ng chan bing
dong boc ‘quanh hai chan va mjt doi gidy giay da quan chit. Nua phin trén déu 1 hinh déng ctia mdt con bo duc: 1bng va da va co thit, phia trén cing |
mot cai dau cure 16n c6 thé khién n6 nga ap nguoi xuong chi vi sirc néing cua cap stmg. N6 cao to hon JAn trude i gip — phéi ba mét chir khong it.
Lung deo cdy riu hai ludi. Nhung né qué nén nong dén do khong budn dimg n6. Vira thiy t6i (hay néi ding hon i danh hoi thiy vi méit n6 kém) cudi
ngya bay vong vong trén dau, né gam Ién nhac bong 1én mdt chiéc limousine.

“Blackjack, lao xudng!”

Sa0? Con pegasus hoi. Hin ta khong thé nao — thirc an cho ngra thin thanh oi!

Ching t6i dang 6 d6 cao t6i thiéu ba muroi mét. Vay mi chiéc xe lao thing vé phia ching 01, vurot qua hét vat chén ndy dén vét chic khac nhur mot cai
boomerang ning hai tin. Annabeth va Porkpie lidu inh lang sang trai, trong khi Blackjack x€p gon canh lao vyt xubng, Chiéc limousine bay lwét qua trén
i, chi cach mudi phan. N6 don sach céc thanh treo ctia cau va rdi thing xubng Séng Pong,

Céc con quéi vat ché giéu va ho reo ¢ vii. Con Minotaur nhéc bong mot chiéc xe khac én.

Toéi bao Blackjack. “Tha bon t& xudng phia sau qun nha than Apollo. O trong tim nghe ciia t& nhung dimg dé nguy hiém nhé!”

T s& khong tranh cii dicu do dau, sép!

Blackjack xa xudng phia sau chiéc xe buyt dira don hoc sinh bi 1t nghiéng, noi dang c6 hai trai vién ndp & d6. Ngay khi vo ngua cham via he, t6i va
Annabeth nhdy ngay xuong. Roi Blackjack va Porkpie bay wiit Ién bau troi dém

Michael Yew chay vé phia bon t61. Cau ta chic chin A mdt anh linh biét kich thép nhit ma i tirng nhin théy. Cau ta c6 mdt vét chémda duge bang bo
trén canh tay. Khuon mit chon sirong ctia ciu ta bam day bo héng va bao dung tén gan nhur trong rong, nhung cau ta lai dang cudi nhur thé dang c6 mot
khoang thoi gian that vui vé vay.

“That vui khi cé hai cu cung tham gia,” céu ta ndi. “Thé quan tiép vién dau?”

“Hién gio, chi ¢ bon t.”

“Thé thi ta chét chic,” cAu ta noi.

Annabeth hoi. “Cau van con chiéc xe bay ma?”

“Khong,” Michael ndi. “D€ n6 & trai. To bao Clarisse ¢6 thé Iy n6. Sao ciing duoc, ciu biét ddy. Khong déng dé phai danh nhau vi chuyén d6 nita,
Nhung c6 ta n6i da qua mudn. Néi khong thémnita. Bon t& da si nhuc danh du cuia ¢6 ta trong lan vira qua hay may cau ngoc nghech dai loai the.”

“ft nhét cau ciing da ¢, t6i noi.

Michael nhin vai. “Um, diing thé, t& da goi ¢d ta bang mdt vai c4i tén khi ¢d ta vAn khong chiu tham gia trin chién. Té khong biét didu d6 giop duoc gi
"’

khong. Ta dén day, cai fii xAu xi kia!

Cauta ]éy ra mdt mili tén va ném vé phia quan dich. Miii t€n tao ra mdt &m thanh rit gdo khi n6 bay di. Khi né dap xuéng, 16 tao ra mdt vu nd nhu mdt



hop am 5 trén mot chiéc guita dign duoc khuéch dai qua nhitng chiée loa Ion nhét hanh tish. Nhitng xe gan nhét n tung, Nhitng con quéi vt budng vii
khi xuong va bit tai trong sy dau don. Mot vai tén bo chay. Nhirng tén khac bi phan hity ngay tai cho.

Michael théng béo. “D6 i miii tén am thanh cubi cing ctia t6.”

“Mot mon qua tir cha cau?” t6i hoi. “Vi than clia m nhac?”

Michael cuoi toe toét dy tinh quai. “Tiéng nhac 16n ¢6 thé giy hai cho moi nguoi. Nhung khong may, no khong thuong hay giy chét nguoi.”

Qua c6 thé, phan Ion cac yéu quéi lai dang tp hop lai, loai bo sy hdn loan.

“Chiing ta phai rit ui,” Michael néi. “T6 da bao Kayla va Austin dit bay & phia cudi cdu dang xa kia.”

“Khong,” t6i dap. “Pua cac trai vién ctia cdu dén vi tri nay va doi hiéu Iénh ciia t6. Ching ta s& phéi ddy ké thi ki lai vé lai Brooklyn.”

Michael bat cudi. “Cau dinh m diéu d6 nhur thé nao?”

Toi rit kiém ra.

“Percy,” Annabeth ndi, “hiy dé t¢ di cling voi cau.”

“Qué nguy hiém,” t6i phan d6i. “Vi lai, t6 can cau gitp Michael 0 chirc lai tuyén phong thit. To s& dénh lac hudng i quéi vat. Céc ciu et tu tip tai
day. Bua hét nhimg nguoi dang ngu khoi cho nay. Roi cac céu c6 the bét dau ban guc timg con mot trong khi t6 thu hit ching. Neu bét cir ai ¢6 thé im
diéu @6, thi d6 chinh 1a cac cau.”

Michael khit miii. “Cam on rat nhiéu.”

T6i van nhin chim chi vao Annabeth.

C6 4y mién cudng git dau. “Pugc rdi. Cau di di vay.”

Trude khi t6i 6 thé mét hét diing khi, t6i ndi, “Té khong 6 duge mdt nu hén may mén sao? N6 1 mot kiéu truyén thbng, ding khong?”

T cho i ¢0 Ay s& dnhtr tir. Thay vao d6, c6 Ay riit dao ra va nhin cham chdm vao ddi quan dang tién vé phia bon ti. “Quay tr& vé& sdng sét nhé, Oc
Tao Bién. Roi chiing ta s& xemxét vé dieu do.”

Toi cho do 13 10i d& nghi tuyét voi nhat t6i c6 dugc, vi thé t6i budc ra tir phia sau chiée xe buyt. T6i bude Ién cau di thing vé keé thiL

Khi con Minotaur nhin thAy t6i, d6i mc n6 bimg bimg cam thit. N6 rong én — am thanh d6 thoang nim du d6 giira mdt tiéng hét, mot tiéng bo rong va
mot tiéng nhai lai cyrc ky lon.

Toi hét tra. “Nay, Anh ban Thit bo, khong phai tao da giét nay 16i sa0?”’
N6 dAm manh 1én mui chiéc Lexus, khién chiéc xe bep dim nhu mt miéng gidy thiéc.

Mot vai con dracaenae ném lao vé phia t6i. T6i gat bay ching di. Mot con ché ngao dia nguc lao tdi va t6i bude sang mit bén. Toi ¢6 thé damno,
nhung t6i lai do du.

Day khong phai 1 con O’ Leary, toi tw nhic chinh minh. Dy Ja mdt con quai vat chira dugc thuin dudng. N6 s& giét ta va ban bé ta.

Con cho lai nhio t6i. Lan ndy, ti vung thanh Thity Triéu Ién thinh mdt hinh cung gy chét ngudi. Con chd ngao dia nguc bién mét trong dam bui va 1ong
cho.

Thém nhiéu con yéu quéi lao nhanh v& phia true — nhitng ngudi phu nit rén va cac tén khong 16 va Iii telkhine — nhung con Minotaur gim Ién vé phia
chiing va ching It lai.

“Mudn choi mdt choi mdt 42" Toi goi Ion. “Gidng hét lic trude sao?””

b miii ctia con Minotaur rung rung. N6 thét sir can giit mdt hop khin gidy Kleenex hurong nha dam trong tiii bo 4o gidp, vi mii nd vira wét, vira do vira
kha ndng mii. N6 rit phang cy riura va vung toi.

N6 that xinh dep trong sy tan nhan, kiéu nhur thé Tao-s&-moi-rudt-may-y-nhu-mdt-con-ca. Moi mot lan vung, hai ludi riu ciia n6 tao thanh chit omega —
& — chir cai cudi cling trong bang mau tw Hy Lap. C6 18 d6 1 vi chiéc riu s& I thir cudi ciing cic nan nhan ctia hin nhin thiy duoc. Can riu bang dong
boc da dai bing ch ctia con Minotaur. Quin quanh phia d4y ctia mdi ludi riu i rét nhiéu chudi hat deo ¢d. T6i nhdn ra do 1 cac chudi hat Trai Con Lai—
cac vong cd dugc Hy tir nhimg 4 thin da bj héin danh bai.

Téi tirc gidn dén n01 i trdng tuong rang doi Imt minh ryc lira gidng hét mét cia Minotaur. Toi ndng kiém én. Doi quén qudi vt reo ho ¢b vii cho con
Minotaur, nhung tat lim khi t5i tranh duoc ¢t tAn cong dAu tién va chém céi riu ctia n6 ra thanh hai, ngay chinh gitta tay cm.



“Mo0?” n6 gam lén.

“HAAA!” Toi xoay ngudi, tung chan d4 tring mdmnd. N6 lio dio Iti lai, ¢b dimg cho viing, sau d6 chii dau xubng dé tn cong toi.

N6 khong bao gits ¢6 co hdi d6. Thanh kiém ciia t6i 16e 1n— chém bay mot chiéc stmg, rdi dén chiéc con lai. N6 ¢b t6m Ky toi. Toi lin ra xa, nhit lén
mot nira chiéc riu giy cta nd. Nhirng con quai vat khac It lai trong sur im ing dAy kinh ngac, tao thanh vong trdn quanh ching to1. Con Minotaur gim
lén day gian dir. N6 von di d ching thong minh gi ngay tir lic bat dau, nhung gio con gidn lai cang m no thiéu thin trong. N6 tan cong toi va t6i chay
dén thanh cau, pha v mot hing quan dracaenae.

Con Minotaur chéc tudng mii chién thing, N6 nghi t6i dang cb chay tron Thudc ha ctia né reo mirg. Bén thanh cau, t6i quay lai va moc riu Ién lan can
d6n ¢t tin cong ctia n6. Con Minotaur lao t6i va ching thém giam van toc lai.

RAC.

N6 nhin xubng, ngac nhién khi thy can riu 16 ra tir gidp che ngur.

Toi bao. “Camon vi da choi cling nhé.”

To6i nhic bong hai chan né én va quing nd qua thanh cau. Ngay khi roi xudng, n6 bi phan hiy, bién thanh bui, linh hdn nd quay tré lai Tartarus.

Toi quay sang doi quan ctia né. Hién giov dai thé 1 mdt tram chin muroi chin tén d4u voi mot nguoi. Tat nhién t6i da kim theo ban ning Toi tAn cong bon
ching,

Ban s& hoi chuyén “khong thé bj dénh bai” d6 hoat dong nhur thé ndo — iéu ¢6 phi t0i ¢6 the tranh duge mdt céch than ky cc loai vii khi, hay figu céc
loai tan cong vao ngudi toi nhung t6i khong he han gi. Noi that nhé, t0i chang nhé gi sat. Dicu duy nhat t0i nhé duoc I ti s& khong dé cho nhing tén
quai vat nay xam chiém thanh pho qué hurong ctia toi.

T6i chém xuyén qua chiéc 40 gidp nhu thé né duoc im bang giy. Déam phy nix rén 1nd tung, Nhitng con ché ngao dia nguc tan bién vao bong ti. Toi
damva chémva lao di va t0i ¢6 I& tham chi con cuoi to mdt hay hai Jan gi d6 — tiéng cudi dién khing d6 ciing da m cho t6i s nhidu nhur cac ké thil ctia
toi. Toi y thirc dugc ring céc trai vién nha thin  Apollo dang bén tén & phia sau t6i, nhim ngiin can ké thi tu tap lai. Sau clng, céc con quai vat quay dau
lai va b trén — con khoang hai muroi tén con sdng sét trong doi hinh hai trim tén.

Toi dudi theo cting véi cac trai vién nha than Apollo theo st nit.

Michael Yew la toang, “Tuyét! Day la nhiing gi t& dang n6i!”

Ching t6i ép ching It lai vé phia phin cau Brooklyn. Troi dang dan sang Ién & phia dong. T6i c6 thé nhin thdy cac tram thu phi & phia trudc.

Annabeth hét 1én. “Percy! Cau da danh tan tac hét bon ching roi. Rut luil Ching ta di qué xa r6i day!”

Phén ndo do trong t6i biét & ring cd Ay néi ding, nhung t6i dang lm t5t co' na. Toi mudn tiéu diét hét tan con quai vt cudi cling,

R4 t6i nhin thy mdt dam dong & chén cau. Nhing con quai vat dang rit lui chay nhur bay vé phia quan ctru vién. D6 1 mot nhom nho, ¢ 1§ ¢ khoang
ba muroi dén bon muroi 4 than mic 4o gidp tran, cudi trén nhitng con ngyra xurong. Mot tén trong s6 ching cam theo mdt 14 co mau tia c6 hinh ludi hai
den.

Tén ky si dan dau phi nude kiéu vé phia trude. Hin ta coi mil st ra va t6i nhan ra d6 chinh 1 Kronos, doi mét hén gidng nhur vang bi ndu chay.

Annabeth va quan nha than Apollo chin bude. Nhitng con quéi vit dang bi ching ti truy dudi chay dén duoc hang ngll ctia Kronos va sap nhdp vao voi
d6i quan moi dén. Kronos dam dam nhin vé phia ching toi. Dut héin dtmg cach ti gan nam trdm met, nhung t6i thé 1 ¢6 thé thay han nhéch mép cuoi.

Toira nh. “Ta rut thoi!

Nhitng tén thudc ha ctia gi Titan rat kiém ra va xong Ién tAn cong, m thanh tiéng v6 ngura xwrong ctia ching vang 1én Am dm trén méit cau. Cac cung thi
cuia ching t6i dong loat ban ra, ha guc mot vai ké tht, nhung chiing van tiép tuc cudi ngua lao téi.

T6i béo cac ban. “Lui di! DE t& cAm chin ching ”
Chi trong mdt phin gidy ching biét dugc y dinh ctia t6i.

Michael va céc cung thit ¢6 rit ui, nhung Annabeth van & lai ngay bén canh t6i, chién d4u véi cay dao va chiéc khién phan chiéu ciia ¢6 dy khi ching toi
lr tir 1 lai Ién cau.

Kibinh cia Kronos vy quanh ching toi, vira vung kiém chém loan xa wira khong tiéc 101 thoa ma ching toi. Con tén Titan thi ung dung tién vé phia
trude, nhu thé han ¢ tat ca thoi gian trén toan the giéi. La chua t€ thoi gian, t61 doan han c6 kha ning ¢ dugce dieu do.

T6i ¢b 1am bj thirong ngudi clia hén ta, chir khong giét. Diéu d6 lim t6i cham lai, nhung nhitng ngudi nay khong phai la quéi vat. Ho i cac 4 than b



Kronos bo biia mé. Toi khong thé nhin thiy cac khuOn mit d?lpg sau nhirng chiéc mii sét‘ cta ho, nhung mdt nguoi trong s ho chic chén’]é ban cua toi.
Toi chém vao chin cta nhitng con ngya va khien chiing tan bien di. Sau khi mjt vai 4 than dau tién bi ngil ngya, nhitng ngudi con lai quyet dinh tot hon
hét nén xudng ngwra dé chién dau v toi.

Annabeth va t6i dya g nhau, quay it ra hai phia. Mot bong den bay hrét qua phia trén dAu t6i va ti danh bao ngang Ién. Blackjack va Porkpie
dang xa xubng, d4 vao nhitng chiéc nén sit ctia quan dbi phurong rdi bay di nhur nhitng chién binh chim bd cau khdng 15.

Khi ching toi i lai gan dugc gitta cau, mot chuyén la ling xéy dén. Toi cam thdy mot con 6n lanh & phia dudi xuong song cta minh — nhu cu n6i veé ai
d¢6 dang bude trén nam mo cua ban. Dang sau t6i, Annabeth kéu 1én dau don.

“Annabeth!” T6i quay lai ding Iic nhin thiy c6 4y ngil xudng, va kip tém By canh tay ¢6 dy. Mot 4 than voi mdt con dao dy méu dimg phia trén co Ay.

Trong gjﬁy lat, tO1 qfﬁ hiéu duge chuyén g1 da xay ra. Hin ta dang cb dam toi. D vi trf ludi dao ctia hin, hin ta s& dam vao — cd thé hoan toan nhd vao
may man — phia that lung ctia toi, diém yéu duy nhat cua t6i.

Annabeth da ding co thé minh chin dimg ludi dao d6.

Nhung tai sa0? C6 4y khong biét vé diém yéu ctia t6i. Khong ai biét diéu do.

Toi nhin k§ voi tén & than dich. Han deo bang den che mdt bén it bén dudi chiée mii sit: Ethan Nakamura, con trai nit tmn Nemesis. Bang cachnao
d6 cau ta da sdng sot sau vu nd trén con tau Cong chiia Andromeda. Toi dap can kiém vao giita mét cau ta, manh dén ni lam cho chiéc mii sét Iom sau

vao trong,

“Lii lai ngay!” Toi vung kiém v& thanh hinh vong cung trong khong khi, ddy Iii nhitng tén 4 than con lai tranh xa khoi Annabeth. “Khong ai duoc cham
vao co ay!”
“Thi vi that,” Kronos néi.

Hin ta hién ra phia trén t6i trén hrng ngwa xuong, ludi hai san sang trong tay. Hin ta quan sét hién truong voi doi mét nheo lai nhur thé hin ta c6 thé cam
nhén duoc ring toi vira m6i dén gin v6i cai chét, gibng hét cach mdt con s6i danh hoi dugc syr s hai.

“Chién d4u diing cam Fim, Percy Jackson,” hin ta n6i. “Nhung da dén lic diu hang — néu khong c6 gai ndy s& chét.”
“Percy, dimg,” Annabeth théu thao. Mau wét ddm o cd 4y. Toi phai dua co Ay ra khoi ddy.
“Blackjack!” t6i hét 16n.

Nhanh nhur chdp, con pegasus lao vut xubng, cin ngang gidy budc 40 giap & kg Annabeth. Sau d6 ho bay di phia trén con song trude khi ké thi kip
phan iing,

Kronos gm gr. “MOt ngdy nao do, s& nhanh thoi, tao s€ mang I pegasus ching may nAu thanh stp. Nhung trong lic cho doi..” Hin xudng ngura, hudi
héi sang lp lanh trong 4nh binh minh. “Tao s& mang lai cai chét cho mdt 4 than nita.”

T6i chan ¢t tan cong dAu tién ctia hén vai thanh Thity Tridu. Su va cham ctia ching lim cho toan bd cdy ciu rung Ec dit doi, nhung t6i dimg viing trén
mit dat. Nu cuoi cua Kronos wut ta

Vi mot tiéng thét, t0i da manh vao chan héin, kim han nga Bin. Ludi héi trwot ngang trén mit cdu. Toi dim manh xubng, nhung hin ta kin minh trédnh
duoc va guong dung day. Ludi hai da bay trd lai trong tay han.

“Vay...” Han ta nhin chim chim vao t6i, trong hoi buc minh. “May ¢ cam dam dén thiim Song Styx. Ta da phai ép Luke bang nhiéu cach moi thuyét
phuc duoc n6. Néu nhu may dap g lam co thé chil cua ta thay cho... nhung khong van dé gi. Ta van manh hon. Ta 13 mot TITAN.”

Hién ta dép phan déy can cua i héi xudng mit ‘céu, va mdt in song néng lrong déy toi Eliﬁ]cfli. Nhitng chiéc,: xe ‘]ﬁt nghiéng. Cac 4 than — thdm chi i ca
nguoi cta Luke — déu bi thoi bay ra khoi thanh cau. Cac day treo chiu lyrc bat ra va t6i bi day i mit nira dén gan phia Manhattan.

Toi loang choang dimg day. Céc trai vién nha than Apollo con bam tru bi ddy ki vé dén chén ciu — ngoai trir Michael Yew, hién dang ngdi trén mot
trong sO cac day treo chiu lwc cach t6i mot vai thudc. M €n cudi cing duge lp trén cung ctia ciu ta.

“Michael, di di!” Toi hét len.
'9’

“Percy, cay cAul” cu ta la 16n. “N6 tht su rat yéu.

Lic diu toi da khong hiéu diéu d6 m. Roi t6i nhin xubng va nhin thiy cac khe nirt trén mit cau. Céc phan dudng gio d4 tan chay mot nira vi lira Hy
Lap. Cay cau vira da phai chiu sy tan pha tir vu nd ciia Kronos va céc miii tén giy no.

“Lam gay n6 di!” Michael hét 1on. “Str dung strc manh ctia cau!”

Miic dau t6i cam thiy d6 1 mdt y tudng vién vong — doi nao né hoat dong — nhung t6i vin ddm manh thanh Thity Triéu xudng mét cau. Ludi kiém ma



thudt dam kin cén vao trong nhya dudng, Nude bién ban lén tir vét nirt nhur the t6i vira dam tring mach nu6e ngam. Toi rt ludi kiém n, vét nirt rong
thém Cay cau rung lén va bat dau sup d6. Céc tang bé tong to bang kich thude ctia cac ngdinha theo nhau roi xuong Séng Pong. Cac 4 than quéan cla
Kronos kéu Ién day hoang hot va dap 1én nhau dé hi lai. Mot vai tén ngdl dii dui. Chi trong mdt vai gidy, mdt k& nirt sdu rong muroi lam mét xuat hién
trén Cau Williamsburg ngin gira toi

Sur chén dong tit hin. Quan Kronos ron rén dén gin miéng hd, nhin xudng quing roi gin bén muroi mét xudng dong song bén dudi.

Tuy thé nhung t6i van chura thiy an toan. Caéc cap treo chiu ye van con gin chit. Ching c6 thé bang qua bang 16i d6 néu ching du diing cam. Hoic ¢6
theé Kronos c6 mdt cach ma thudt nao d6 dé ndi lai 1o hong,

Chia t& Titan nghién ctru van dé. Han ngodi dau lai nhin vang duong dang lén, r6i mim cuoi & phia bén kia migng vét nirt. Han ta dua thanh hudi hdi lén
dé theé hién 161 chao tam bit voi vé mét che gieu. “Toi nay nhé, Jackson.”

Hin ta leo 1én ngyra, quay dau lai, va phi nuéc dai vé phia Brooklyn, theo sau 1 cac chién binh con st lai ciia hén.

Toi quay sang dé cam on Michael Yew, nhung 1i n6i chét ctmg trong ¢ t6i. Cach toi chirng sau mét, mdt cdy cung ndm trén duong, Khong thay chii
nhan ctia n6 dau ca.

“Khong!” Téi tim kiém khéip céc dong d6 nat & phan cdy cau bén phia toi. Toi nhin chim chdm xudng dong song. Khdng mdt bong ngudi.

Toi hét 1én trong gién dir va thit vong, m thanh ctr vong i trong trong ban mai tinh king, T6i vira dinh huyt sio goi Blackjack dén gitip toi tim kiém thi
dién thoai di dong cua me t6i reo. Man hinh LCD cho thay t6i nhdn duge mot cude goi tir Finklestein & Associates — chac 1a mdt 4 than dang goi tir mdt
chiéc dién thoai muron dugc nao do.

Toi nghe méy, phap phong hy vong durge nghe tin t6t lanh. Tét nhién, t6i mo héo.

Tiéng Silena nghén nghen nhur dang khoc:

“Percy?” Giong Silena Beauregard nghe nhur thé c6 4y dang khoc. “Khéch san Plaza. Tét hon hét 1 cau nén nhanh dén ddy va mang theo mdt ngudi
chira bénh tir nha than Apollo. La... [a Annabeth.”

Ban dang doc truyén Vi Than Cudi Cimg duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chuong 12: Théa thuén bat loi

Toi tom Hy Will Solace ¢ nhé thén Apollo di cing, khong quén diin nhitng ngudi con lai tiép tuc tim kiém Michael Yew. Ching t6i muon tammbt chiée
Yamaha FZI tir mOt nguoi chay mo-t6 dang ngii va phong dén Khach san Plaza voi toc d6 du khién me t6i n con dau tim néu ba bict. Toi chua timng lai
bat cir mt chiéc md t6 ndo trude day, nhung nd cling chang khéd hon chit nao so voi viéc cudi mdt con pegasus.

Doc duodng di, t6i nhan ra ¢ rat nhidu bé tuong tréng tron. K& hoach hai muroi ba duong nhu cé tac dung. Toi chéng biét liéu cach d6 tt hay xAu nita.

Chung t6i dén Khéch san Plaza chi mit ¢6 nidm phit — mot khach san bang da tring kiéu cii voi mai ¢6 dau hoi miu xanh duong, toa lac ngay goc dong
nam cta Central Park.

V& mit ckﬂéq thuét ma noi, khach san Plaza nay khong phai la noi Iy twong cho s6 chi huy. N6 khong phai la toa nha cao nhét trong thanh ph hay & gin
trung tam nhat. Nhung vé c6 kinh ctia n6 da thu hit nhi€u 4 than ndi tiéng trong nhi€u nim, chang han nhu ban nhac The Beatles hay Alfred Hitchcock, vi
the, t61 nghi n6 chéc hgp voi chung toi.

To6i phong nhanh chiéc Yamaha qua 1& dudng va di hudéng dén diém dimg ¢ dai phun nurde phia bén ngoai khéch san.

Will va t6i nhay xudng xe. Birc tugng trén dinh dai phun nude ndi voi xubng, “O, tuyét. Ta cho 1 céc nguoi ciing mubn ta trong xe cho cac nguoi luén!”
C6 ta Ty mt bire tuong ddng c6 kich thude that dang dimg ¢ gitta mdt cai dai bang d4 hoa cwong, C6 ta chi quan mdt tim vai dong quanh d6i chén
minh, va dang cammot gio trai cay kim loai. T6i chua bao gio d€ y nhicu dén co ta trudc day. Nhung ma trude day co ta ciing chua bao gio ndi chuyén
VO tOl.

T6i hoi. “C6 ¢6 phai i nit thin Demeter khong?”

Lap tirc trai tho ddng bay véo qua dau toi.

“Moi ngudi nghi ta la Demeter!” ¢6 ta phan nan. “Ta la Pompona, nit than no d ctia ngudi La Ma, nhung sao nguoi lai quan tam dén? Khong ai chi y
dén céc ti€ than. Neu nguoi chu y dén céc tiéu than, nguoi s€ khong bi thua trong tran chién ndy! Ta danh ba 16i chiic mirng cho Morpheus va Hecate!”


http://ebookfull.net

Toi ni vdi ¢d ta. “Dé mét dén céi xe.”

Pompona nguyén ria bang tiéng La Tinh va ném thém trai cay khi Will va t6i chay nhu bay vé phia khach san.

Thie ra, t6i chira bao gio vao hén bén trong Khéch san Plaza. Khu virc sanh nguy nga v6i cac chim dén treo bang pha I€ sang trong va nhirng nguoi
g ¢6 ndm ngi la liét, nhung t6i khong quan tim Eim dén didu d6. Hai Tho San chi cho ching t6i hudéng di vé phia cac thang may va ching t6i di thiing
Ién day phong penthouse.

Céc 4 than hoan toan chlem nguyén cac tang trén cing. CAc trai vién va Tho San nim ngi trén cac ghe sofa, tim rira trong cc phong tam, xé toac cac

rém cira bang lya dit tién dé bang bo cac vét thuong va thoai mai ding snacks va nu:oc ngot trong qudy bar nho. Hai con s6i dang uong nurde trong
phong vé sinh. Téi thd' phéo nhe nhdm khi nhin thiy khé nhiéu ngudi ban ctia minh van con song sau dém qua, nhung ai ndy déu bo phd mét moi.
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“Percy!” Jake Mason v VAo vai toi. “Bon t& nhan duoc cac bao cdo...”
“Dé sau di,” t6i cit ngang, “Annabeth dau?”

“O ngoai mai hién. C6 Ay van con sdng, anh ban, nhung,..”

Toi gat Jake di nhanh ra ngoai.

Néu lic khac, t6i s& thich khung canh nhin tir méi hién nay. N6 nhin xu6ng ngay Central Park. Bau troi sang nay trong xanh va ryc r& — thich hop cho
mot chuyen picnic hay di bg, hay bat cir hoat dong nao khac, ngoai trir viéc danh nhau véi quai vat.

Annabeth niim trén mot chiéc ghé dai. Mt c6 &y xanh mét, im tim md hoi. Ngay ca khi c6 4y duoc quén trong nhiéu tm chéin, 6 &y vén run cam cdp.
Silena Beauregard dang ding khan mét lau tran cho c6 ay.

“Annabeth...” Toi nghen 1oi. C6 Ay da nhan i dao Ay thay cho t6i. Sao ti lai dé chuyén nhu thé xay ra dwoc chir?
“C6 doc trén udi dao,” ¢d Ay théu thio. “Té that ngdc,

Will Solace thé phao nhe nhom. “Khong néing Eim dau, Annabeth. Néu dé mudn thém vai phit nira thi khé. May noc ddc chua kén dén vai. Ctr néim yén
nhé. Aid6 lamon dua t6 it regu than nao.”

Toi dura cho cau ta ca mot bi dong. Will ding rrou than rira sach vét thurong trong khi t6i ndm chit tay Annabeth.

“01,” 0 Ay rén khe. “Oi, 6il” C6 &y nam céc ngén tay toi chiit dén ndi ching bién thanh méu do tia, nhung vn néim yén nhu Will béo. Silena thi thim
nhitng 161 dong vien. Will dat mot it bot bac lén vét thurong va ngdmnga bang tiéng Hy Lap ¢6 — mdt bai hat ca ngoi than Apollo. Sau do, cau ta thay
bang mdi cho ¢ ay va run ray dimg én.

Viée tri thurong &t d 1im cau ta mét kha nhiéu néing hrong. C4u ta trong ciing xanh mét nhu Annabeth.

“Dicu do s& gitip chira knh,” cau ta n6i. “Nhung chiing ta s& can thém vai loai thudc men ctia nguoi thurong,”

Cau ta Ay mdt mau gidy in logo ctia khach san, ghi nhanh mdt vai dong rdi dua cho mot trong cac thanh vién nha nit thin Athena. “Tiém thudc Duane
Reade ¢ Pai 1o Nam Neéu nhur moi khi, t& s€ khong chom chia...”

Travis xung phong, “Pé 6 di cho.”

Will liéc cau ta. “Hay ding tién nt hodc ddng drachma dé tra, bét cir loai ndo cau c6, nhung dy 1a truong hop khan cap, ta moi im thé. T6 ¢ cam
giac ching ta s€ ¢ nhicu nguoi hon dé chira tri day.”

Khong ai phan d6i. Hau nhu khong c6 Ty mot 4 than ndo 1 khong bi throng .. ngoai trir toi.

“Di thdi, cac cau,” Travis Stoll bao. “Hay dé cho Annabeth mdt it khong gian ndo. Ching ta c6 mdt tiém thudc dé dot kich— y t6 i, dén tham”

Céc 4 than di vao lai bén trong nha. Jake Mason nédm Iy vai t6i khi c4u ta roi di. “Ching ta s& noi  chuyén sau, nhung moi thir déu duoc kiém soat. To
dang ding khién cia Annabeth de theo ddi moi chuyén. K¢ thiy da rit lui lic binh minh. Khong chéic vi Iy do g, nhung ching ta da ¢ mdt ngudi gic &
mdi mdt cdy cau va duong hAmrdi.”

Toi dap. “Camon cau.”

Céu ta git du. “Cau ctr thong tha nhé.”

Cau ta dong lai cac canh ctra thong ra mai hién — d8 1ai Silena, Annabeth va t6i mdt rinh.

Silena 4p mdt miéng khin mat 1én trdn ctia Annabeth. “Tét ca chuyén nay déu 14 16i cia t6.”



“Khong phai dau,” Annabeth yéu 6t noi. “Silena, sao lai 14 16i ctia cau duoc?”

“T6 chura bao gior im bt ctr diéu gi tdt & trai,” Silena i nhi. “Khong gidng cau hay Percy. Néu t6 a mdt chién binh gioi...”

Mbi c6 Ay run run. Sau cai chét ctia anh Beckendorf, ¢6 by ngdy cang tré nén t& hon, va mdi khi t6i nhin thay ¢ dy, didu d6 lam cho 16 lai tirc gian thém
mot lAn nira. Vé it ¢0 by £oi cho t6i vé mit tamkmh nhur thé ¢6 Ay 6 thé v tan bét ctr lic ndo. Toi thé v6i Iong minh ring néu t6i tim ra duoc tén
gian diép da gian tiép hai chét ban trai ctia cd 4y, t6i s& demngudi d6 trd thanh db choi gim cin ciia con O’Leary.

“Cau 1a mdt trai vién tuyét voi ma,” t6i ndi voi Silena. “Cau la ngudi cudi pegasus gidi nhit ma ching ta c6 duoc. Va céu hoa thuan voi moi nguoi. Hay
tin t&, bat ctr ai lam ban duoc voi Clarisse déu la thién tai”

Cb 4y liéc nhin t6i nhu thé 01 vira moi goi cho ¢6 dy mot y tuong vdy. “Dung thé! Ching ta cin moi ngudi trong nha than Ares. Té ¢6 thé néi chuyén véi
Clarisse. Td biet t& c6 thé thuyet phuc cd ay dén gip chung ta.”

“Oi, Silena. Ngay ca khi cau c6 thé roi khoi déo, Clarisse kha buéng binh. Mot khi c6 ta gian di...”
“Lam on di,” Silena néi. “T ¢ thé sir dung mdt con pegasus. To biét dudng vé trai ma! Hay dé cho to thir nhé.”
Toi liéc it trao d6i voi Annabeth. C6 4y gat dau se s&.

Toi khong thich y trong do. Toi khong nghi Silena s& c6 thé thuyet phyc duoc Clarisse tham gia trén chlen ndy. Mat khac, hiénét hay thén tho, didu d6 s&
khién c6 4y tw am minh bi throng trong trén chién. C6 1§ dé ¢6 4y quay trd vé trai s& mang lai cho c6 dy diéu gi d6 dé tap trung vao.

“Thoi duge,” t0i n6i voi ¢6 Ay. “Té ciing khong thé nghil drge ngudi nao tot hon dé lam chuyén do.”

Silena 6m Iy t6i. Nhung rdi ¢6 Ay ling ting Ay t6i ra, liéc nhin vé phia Annabeth. “Um, t6 xin 16i. Camon cau, Percy! T4 s& khong lam cau thit vong
daw.”

Khi ¢6 4y vira di, t6i quy ké bén va so tran Annabeth. C6 Ay van dang sdt cao.

Annabeth thi thAm. “Cu that dang yéu It lo ling. Hai bén Iong may cau nhu dinh chét vao nhau.”

“Cau khong duoc chét trong khi céu con ng t¢ mdt 101 hira déy,” 61 noi. “Sao cdu lai o con dao do thay cho t6?”
“Cau ciing s& lam nhur thé d6i voi t6.”

Diéu d6 thét chinh xéc. Toi doan ca hai ching t6i déu hiéu 1 diéu d6. Thé nhung, toi cam thy nhur ai d6 dang ding mdt cdy gy kim loai lanh o choc
choc vao trai tim to1. “Sao cau biét duoc?”

“Biét gi co?”

T6i nhin quanh dé chéc ring chi cé mdt minh bon t6i. RAi toi nghiéng dau sat vao va thi tham: “Gét chén Achilles ctia td. Néu cau khong d& con dao do,
t¢ 4t hin da chét.”

N
A

C6 4y nhin xa xim. Hoi thd ¢6 Ay ¢ mii nho, ¢6 & dén tir nrou thin. “Té khong biét, Percy a. Té chi co cam giac cau gip nguy hiém thoi. Do... do 1
chd ndo thé?”

Péng I& t6i khong duge n6i ra noi d6 voi bat cir ai. Nhung day i Annabeth. Néu t6i khong tin ¢ 4y, t6i khong con biét tin vao bét ctr ai.
“O ngay thit lung t6.”
C6 4y nhic tay minh Ién. “O dau? O day 4?”

.....

diénca ngan von chay khéip ngudi toi.
“Cauda ctru td,” t6i ndi. “Camon cau.”
Cb Ay ryt tay vé nhung t0i ndm chit no.

“Vay cauno t6,” ¢d Ay yéu 6t néi. “C6 gi méi khong?”

Chung t6i cting ngim nit troi 1én trén bau troi thanh phd. Pang 1§ gio nay, giao thong s& rat ndo nhiét. Nhung hom nay, khong mdt tiéng cdi xe, khong co
mot dam dong ndo voi vdi vang vang doc trén cac via he.

Toi ¢6 thé nghe thiy tiéng coi bao chong trom ctia mot chiéc xe hoi tir phia Xa xa vang vong khéip cac con dudng, Mot cudn khoi den béc 1én bau troi
dau d6 phia trén Harlem Toi tur hoi khong biét c6 bao nhiéu bép 1o van con do Iira khi cau than chi cia Morpheus bat dau ¢6 tac dung. Bao nhiéu
ngudi ngl gitta budi com toi. Chang may choc s& cé thém nhiéu ngon fra. Moi ngudi & New York dang gip nguy hiém— va mang song cua tat ca ho



phu thudc vao ching toi.
“Cau da hoi t6 tai sao than Hermes lai ndi gidn véi t6,” Annabeth noi.
“Nay, c4u cin nghi ngoi...”

“Khong, t& mudn ké cau nghe. Chuyén d6 da lam t& dy ndy trong mot quang thoi gian dai.” C6 Ay dich vai va cau may lai. “Namngodi, Luke da dén San
Francisco timt3.”

“Dich than?” Téi c6 cam gidc nhur thé ¢ Ay vira nén cho t6i mdt biia vao dau. “Han ta di dén nha ciu sao?”

“Chuyén d6 xay ra trude lic ching ta di vao Mé Cung, trude khi...” C6 éy ngip ngimg, nhung toi biét co dy dinh noi: trude khi hén ta bién thanh
Kronos. “Anh ay dén voi mot 4 0 ngimg ban. Anh 4y n6i anh 4 ay chi mu6n 6 ném pht dé ndi chuyén. Anh 4y trong rat hét hoang, Percy. Anha ay ndi
v6i t¢ rang Kronos s& ding anh 4y dé chiém finh thé giéi. Anh 4y n6i mudn chay tron, gidng nhur ngdy xua vAy. Luke mubn t& di cing véi anh 4y.”
“Nhung cau da khong tin hén ta.”

“Tat nhién t¢ khong tin. T6 nghi d6 | mdt ci bdy. Vi lai... trm, ¢6 rét nhiéu chuyén da thay d6i ké tir nhirng ngay xua do. T6 da béo voi Luke réng
khong doi nao t¢ lamthé. Anh ay da n6i gidn. Anh ay ndi... anh ay n6i t& ¢d € nén ha anh ay ngay ic ay, vi d6 1a co hdi cudi cung td c6 duoc.”

Tran Annabeth lai d6 md hoi. Cau chuyén da Ay rat nhiéu ning hrong ctia c6 y.
“Puge 101, t6i n6i. “Hay cd nghi mdt lat di.”

“Céukhong hiéu, Percy.wThe“m Hermes néi ding, C6 1& néu t di voi anh Ay, biét dau t& co thé imanh Ay d6i . Hodc... hodc gia t& c6 dao. Con Luke
den tay khong, T6 co thé...”

“Giét héin ta u?” t6i n6i. “Cau biét didu d6 i khong ding co mi.”

Annabeth nhim nghién mit lai. “Luke d& n6i Kronos s& sir dung anh Ay nhur mdt hon d4 16t duong, D6 1 nhing 1 chinh xéc ma Luke da n6i. Kronos s&
ding Luke, va trd nén ngay cang manh hon.”

“Hén ta da lam thé,” t6i néi. “Hén ta da chiém giit co thé cua Luke.”

‘fThé néu than xac cta Luke chi la vat trung gian? Néu & Kronos c6 mot ké hoach dé tré nén ngaty cang manh hon thi sao? Té ¢ thé da ngin dugc anh
ay. Cudc chien nay xdy ra déu Ia 16i cua t6.”

Cau chuyén ctia ¢6 Ay khién t6i cam gide nhur the t6i da quay lai voi Song Styx, tir tir tan ra. Toi nhG mia hé nmngoéi, khi vi thén hai dau Janus canh
bao Annabeth rang c6 s€ phai dua ra mot quyet dinh quan trong — va dicu do da xay ra sau khi c6 4y da gap Luke. Than Pan cting da néi dieu gi d6 voi
¢ ay: Con s€ dong mdt vai tro rat 16n, du dé khong phai la di€u con van tudng tuong,

T6i mudn hoi ¢o Ay vé canh mdng nir th.‘%n Hestia da cho t6i thdy, vé nhitng ngiy dau khi c6 dy ¢ cling Luke va Thalia. Toi biét diéu d6 ¢6 lién quan gi d6
Vi 101 tién tri cua t61, nhung t6i khong hicu do 1a gi.

Trude khi toi ¢ thé gom gdp duge dii can dam thi cira mai hién durge mo ra. Connor Stoll bude qua.

“Percy.” Cau ta liéc nhin Annabeth, nhur thé cau ta khong muén ndi bt cir diéu i xdu trrde niit, nhung toi biét cau ta s& khong mang dén tin gi tot knh.
“Con O’Leary vira mdi quay ve cung véi Grover. Té nghi cau nén noi chuyén voi cau ta ngay.”

Grover dang &n nhe trong phong khach. Caua 4y méc 40 somi ¢6 vo boc bao vé duge mtir vo cy va cac ddy bude xoan, sin sang cho tran chién.
Chiéc dii cui gd va cac Ong séo sdy dugc treo ing fing & day théit hing,

Nha nit thﬁn Demeter da lamra moi loai thirc &n danh cho tiéc dimg tir cac bép cua khach san — moi thir tir pizza dénkem dira. Khong may, Grover lai
dang an do6 dac trong phong, Cau ay da nhai ngon ngau 1ong vii tir mdt mieng 16t ghe xinh dep va gio' dang gam not thanh ghe.

“Anh ban,” t61 ndi, “ching ta chi muron noi nay ma thoi.”

“Beece...!” Nhitng chiéc 1ong vii dinh ddy mit c4u dy. “Xin 161, Percy. Chi l... db dac thudc Louis thir 16... Ngon tuyét. Vi lai, t6 hay gam dd dac mbi
khi tG...”

“Khi cau lo s0,” 61 néi. “Um, t6 biét didu d6. Thé ¢6 chuyén gi nao?”
Céu dy gd mong loc coc xubng san. “Té nghe néi Annabeth bi thurong, Thé ¢6 4y...?”
“Cb 4y s& 6n thoi. C6 4y dang nim nghi.”

Grover hit that sau. “That tot. Té da huy dong héu hét cac tinh linh tw nhién trong thanh phd — urm, nhirng ngudi s€ nghe 101 t6.” Cau 4y xoa xoa dau. “To
da khong biet [a qua dau c6 theé dau dén the. Nhung du sao, bon td s€ giiip hét mirc bon t& co the.”



Cau 4y ké cho t0i nghe vé cac vu giao tranh nho ma ho gip phai Phin 16n ho kiém soét khu phd trén noi ching toi khong c6 dud than. Nhitng con chd
ngao dia nguc xuat hién & tit ca moinoj, di chuyen trong bong i vao bén trong phong tuyén ctia ching 61, va céc nit thin cy cling c4c thin rimg da
chdng tra lai ching, Mot con rdng nho da xuét hién & Harlem va muoi hai nit than rimg da chét trurde khi con quai vét bi dénh bai hoan toan.

Khi Grover thao thao k&, Thalia cimng hai phy t4 budc vao. C Ay gt dau voi t6i, di ra ngoi thim Annabeth va trdr vao ngay. C6 Ay king nghe Grover
hoan thanh ban béo co — tinh tiét ngay cang xAu

“Bon t& da mit di hai muoi than rimg khi chong lai mot vai tén khong b & Fort Washington,” cau 4y noi bang giong run ray. “Gan mot nira trong s ho 1
anh emba con vdi t&. Cudi ciing, cac linh tinh song da dim chét cac ga khong 16 d6, nhung...”

Thalia khoac ciy cung Ién vai. “Percy, cac canh quén ctia Kronos van tiép tuc tu t4p quanh moi cay cau va dudng him Va Kronos khong phai 1 Titan

duy nhét. Mot trong cac Tho San cta t¢ da phat hién mjt nguoi dan 6ng khong 16 trong bo 4o gidp vang dang duyét binh & Jersey Shore. To khong biét

hén I ai, nhung néing rong toa ra thi chi 1 thin Titan hodic mdt vi thin moi c6.”

T6i nhér dén gal Titan vang trong gide mo clia t6i — cai g trén nii Othrys, nguoi da bién thanh cac ngon hira trurde khi bién nit.

“Tuyét,” t6i noi. “C6 thém tin ot ndo nira khong?”’

Thalia nhin vai. “Bon t¢ da ¢6 lip cac dudng him ctia dudng tau dién ngdm vao Manhattan. Nhitng nguoi dt bay gioi nhét trong nhom s& dam trach

viéc ay. Ngoai ra, hinh nlur d6i phuong dang chd dén toi nay de tan cong tiep. T nghii Luke...” Co ay nging lai. ... v t& [a Kronos can tai to chirc doi

hinh d6i ngfi sau mdi tran danh. Han van chura that thich tmg véi co thé moi. DE 1am thoi gian quanh thanh phd chim lai, hin ciing da nvt kha nhiéu strc
: ] 2

Grover git dau. “Phin I6n cac canh quan ctia héin déu manh hon vao ban dém Nhung ching s& quay trd lai sau khi mt troi Bin.”

Toi ¢b suy nghii mdt cach 16 rang. “Duoc roi. Co ai nghe tin gi vé cac thin khong?”

Thalia fc dau. “T6 biét nir thin Artemis s& dén dy ngay néu ¢6 Ay c6 thé. Ca nir than Athena ciing thé. Nhung thin Zeus d ra kénh cho ho phai & bén
canh 6ng ta. Tin cudi cung t& bict [a Typhon dang tan pha Thung ling s6ng Ohio. Theo dy béo, vao trura nay hin s€ dén day Appalachian.”

T6i nhim tinh. “V4y ching ta ¢6 thém hai ngdy nita truée khi hin ta dén duoc déy.”

Jake Mason hing giong. C4u ta chi dimg d6 va im king khién t6i gin nhur quén mét ciu ta van con & trong

“Percy, con diém nay can lwu y,” cau ta ndi. “Cai cach Kronos xuat hién & Cau Williamsburg, nhu thé hin ta da biét duoc cau s& dén d6. Va hin da dua
quin dén cac diém yéu nhét ctia ching ta. Ngay khi ching ta dan tran, hén ta thay d6i chién thuat. Han ta hdu nhu khong dén Him Lincoln, noi cac Tho
San I nhimg chién binh manh ma. Han chi di dén nhitng diém yéu nhét cta ching ta nhu thé hén da biét trudc didu do.”

“Nhur thé hin ta c6 dugc thong tin ni bo,” t6i noi. “Gian diép.”

Thalia hoi. “Gian diép nao?”

Toi ké cho c6 4y nghe vé miit ddy deo bang bac ma Kronos da dura cho toi xem, thiét bi lién lac voi Kronos.

“Dicu do tht t&,” ¢b Ay noi. “Rat xdu.”

Jake n6i thém. “Nguoi d6 c6 thé I bat ctr ai. Tat ca ching ta déu co mit & d6 khi Percy ra énh.”

“Nhung chiing ta ¢6 thé 1am gi?”” Grover hoi. “Luc soét timg 4 than cho dén khi ching ta tim thiy mit day deo bac hinh lwdi hai?”

Tét ca déu nhin t6i, chd doi mdt quyét dinh cudi cing cia to1. Toi khong thé dé cho moi ngudi thy sy hoang mang ma t6i cam thay, ngay ca khi moi viée
duong nhur trd nén ngay cang vo vong,

“Ching ta s& tiép tuc chién déu,” t0i 061 “Chiing ta khong thé bi 4m anh yé chuyén gian diép. Néu ching ta nghi ngdy ]5.,11 nhau, ching ta chi dang ty chia
18 chinh ching ta. Cac cu da thé hién rt tuyét vao toi qua. Té khong thé doi hoi mbt doi quan nao diing ménh hon the nay. Ching ta hly luan phién
canh gac. Hay ¢ gang nghi ngoi moi khi cac cdu ¢6 the. Ching ta s§ c6 mdt dém dai phia trude dang doi.”

Céc 4 thim Aim bAm ddng y. Ho chia nhau di cic nga: nguoi di ngt, ngudi di dn hodc sira sang vii khi.

Thalia bao. “Ca cdunita Percy. Bon t& s& dé mét dn moi viée. Nga lung chit di. Bon t& cAn cau that sung strc vao t6i nay.”

Toi da khong cai nira loi. Toi tim thé}y mdt phong ngi gan nhét va tha ngudi xudng chiée girdng c6 man che. Toi nghi tdi qua cang thing nén khong tai
nao ngi duoc, nhung hai niit t6i nham tit lai ngay ap tic.

Trong gidc mo ctia minh, t0i nhin thiy Nico di Angelo dang ¢ mdt minh trong vuron thurong uyén ctia thin Hades. C4u ta dang dao mot cai I trong céc
luong hoa cuia nit than Persephone. Toi chéc chan rang diéu nay s€ khong lam cho hoang hau vui sudng mot chit nao.



CAu ta &6 mdt ly rurou xudng ho va bt dau ngim nga. “Haly dé ngudi chét duoc ném lai. Hay dé ho trdi ddy va nhén ly 1€ vt ndy. Maria di Angelo, hay
xuat hién!”

Khéi tréngtutép lai. Mot hinh ngudi dugc hinh thanh, nhung d6 khong phai 1a me cta Nico. D6 1a mdt ¢6 gai co mai toc den, lan da mau 6-lu, va mac
quan 4o mau bac ctia mt Tho San.

“Chi Bianca,” Nico noi. “‘Nhung...”

Pumg triéu hon ctia me ching ta, Nico, ¢b dy canh béo. Ba 4y i mot linh hon mé em bi cdm nhin thiy.
“Tai sao chir?”” cdu ta ging hoi. “Cha ching ta dang gidu giém chuyén gi thé?”

Sy dau kho, Bianca n6i. Su thi han. Mot 1oi nguyén lién quan dén 161 Dai Tién Tri.

“Y chi i gi a?”” Nico noi. “Em can phai biét!”

Piéu d6 chi mang lai dau khd cho emma thdi. Hay nhé nhimg gi chi d& n6i: m iy cac han thi | mot sai im gy chét ngudi déi voi nhimg dira con ctia
than Hades.

“Embiét diéu do,” Nico néi. “Nhung em da khong giong nhur trude, chi Bianca. Ngimg viée ¢b bao vé emdil”
Em trai, em khong hiéu...

Nico wut tay minh qua mén swrong, va hinh dnh Bianca bién .

“Maria di Angelo,” cau ta lai lap lai. “Hay néi chuyén v6i con!”

Mot hinh énh khac hign lén. Lan ndy k& mdt hinh dnh khong phai mdt bong ma. Trong mén swong, i nhin thy Nico va Bianca khi dang choi dia trong
sanh mdt khach san sang trong, dudi nhau chay vong quanh cac c6t da cam thach.

Mot phy nir ngdi trén chiée ghé sofa gin d6. Ba iy miic vay den, deo ging tay, va mang che mit miu den nhur mot nit minh tinh nin bac nhing nim 40.
Ba ay ¢6 nu cudi cua Bianca, va d6i mat ctia Nico.

Trén ghé bén canhba 14 quy 6ng phdp phap va chai chudt trong bo vét sQC nhuyén méu den. Téi stmg s6t khi nhén ra d6 14 than Hades. Ong ta dang
nghiéng ngudi vé phia ngudi phy nit, str dung hai tay khi ng ta néi nhur thé 6ng ta dang khich dong,

“Lam on di, ngudi yéu quy ctia anh,” 6ng ta n6i, “Em phai xubng Dia nguc. Anh khong quan tim dén chuyén Persephone nghi gi! Anh c6 thé giit cho em
duoc antoan & dudi do.”

“Khong, tinh yéu ctia em.” Ba 4y n6i véi giong Y. “Nubi day con ching ta & ving dét ctia nguoi chét sao? Em s& khong lam thé.”

“Maria, nghe :anh di. Cude chién & chau Au da khién céc thin khéc chéng lai anh. Mot 161 tién tri da duge dua ra. Con céi ctia anh s& khong con duoc
an toan nita roi. Poseidon va Zeus da ép anh ky thoa thuan. Khong ai trong ba bon anh dugc phép cé con la cac 4 than nira, méi méi.”

“Nhung anh da c6 Bianca va Nico. Dinhién...”

“Khong! Lai tién tri canh bao vé mot dira tre s& lén muoi sau tudi. Zeus da ra lénh ring nhitng dira con ma anh hién da ¢ phai dwoc chuyén vao Trai
Con Lai dé duoc hudn luyén tir t&, nhung anh biét y nd mudn gi. Ching phai dugc gidm sat, giam hm, va chdng lai cha ching. Tham chi con ¢6 kha
ndng, 16 s& khong bo qua co hoi dau. N6 s& khong cho phép bét cir dira con 4 thin ndo ctia anh song dén sinh nhét Jin thir mudi sau. N6 s& tim cach
tiéu diét ching, va anh s& khong mu6n diéu d6 xay ra!”

“Chén chén rdi,” ba Maria n6i. “Chiing ta s& & bén nhau. Zeus 1 mot thing ngde.”

Toi khong thé khong ngudng md sur can dam ciia ba Ay, nhung thin Hades liéc nhin 1én trin nha vai sy so hii. “Maria, xin em ddy. Anh da ndi véi em,
Zeus da cho anh han chot dé dua cac con anh dén trai huan luyén 1 vao tuan trude. Con thinh nd ctia nd s€ cuc ky kinh khiep, va anh khong thé giau em
méi duge. Chirng ndo em con & cuing cac con, em cling s& gip nguy hiém.”

Ba Maria mim cudi, vi mdt lin nita viéc ba Ay trong giong hét con géi minh nhidu nhur thé nao khién t6i cam thiy son gai dc. “Anh la thin i, anh yéu.
Anh s€ bdo v€ ndi ba me con em. Nhung em s€ khong dua Nico va Bianca xuong Pia nguc dau.”

Than Hades xiét chat hai tay. “Thé... c6 mdt phurong én khéc. Anh biét mdt noi trong sa mac, & d6 thoi gian nhu ngimg lai. Anh ¢6 thé dura hai con dén
d9, trong mot thoi gian, vi sy an toan ctia chinh chiing, va chiing ta ¢6 theé van s€ & bén nhau. Anh s€ xay cho em mdt cung dién bang vang bén dong
Styx_”

Maria di Angelo kh& cudi. “Anh 1 mdt ngudi dan 6ng tot bung, tinh yéu ctia em. Mot nguroi dan 6ng hao phong. Céc than khéc nén hiéu anh nhu em
vay, va ho s€ khong con s¢ anh nita. Nhung Nico va Bianca can ¢6 me. Vi lai, ching chi 1a nhitng dira tré. Céc than s€ khong that sy lam ton thuong
ching.”



“Emkhong hiéu gia dinh ctia anh dau,” thin Hades bu6n rau néi. “Anh xin em ddy, Maria. Anh khong thé mét em”

Ba Maria cham d4u ngdn tay vao mdi ong ta. “Anh s& khong mit em. Ché em di iy vi ciia minh. Hay trong chimg bon tré nhé.”

Ba Ay hon Thin Chét va dimg day khoi ghé sofa. Thin Hades nhin theo ba di Ién cau thang nhur thé mbi bude chan ba roi di khién ong ta nhdi dau.
Mot thodng sau, ng ta cimg ngudi lai. Hai dira tré ngumg choi dia nhu thé ching ciing cam nhan dugc didu gi do.

“Khong!” than Hades gao to. Nhung ngay ca strc manh than thanh ciia 6ng ta ciing qua cham Ong ta chi kip tao nén mdt birc twong néng lrong mau
den bao quanh nhing dira tré truée khi khach san nd tung,

Strc manh d6 qué ménh liét khién toan b hinh anh trong nmn swong tan 1a. Khi né rd nét tr6 lai, t6i nhin thiy hinh anh than Hades dang quy trong dong
d6 nat, om ]ay co thé da v nat ctia Maria di Angelo. Nhitng ngon Iira van dang chdy quanh ong ta. Céc tia chdp 16e 1én khiip ca bau troi va tiéng sim

vang lén 4m dm

Nico va Bianca bé nho nhin chim ghﬁm vao me ho ma khong hiéu r& diéu gi. Nir than Béo thit Alecto hién ra sau lung ching, rit gao va vd d6i canh da
cua ba ta. Nhirng d khong chu y dén ba ta.

“Zeus!” thin Hades dua ndm tay Ién troi. “Ta s& tiéu diét may vi diéu ndy! Ta s& mang ning quay lai!”
“Thura dirc vua, ngii khong thé lam thé,” Alecto canh bao. “Nguoi, trong tit ca nhitng ngudi bt tir, phai ton trong cac quy luat clia cai chét.”

Thén Hades gam Ién véi sy thinh nd. Toi nghi 6ng ta s& cho thiy nguyén hinh va lim bdc hoi chinh nhitng dira con ctia minh, nhung cudi cing 6ng ta
duong nhu kiem che duoc.

“Hay mang chiing di,” 6ng ta n6i voi Alecto, nghen 1di vi tiéng nire nd. “Xoéa sach tri nhd ctia chiing trong dong Lethe va mang ching dén Khéch san Hoa
sen. Zeus s& khong lam hai khi ching & d6.”

“S& nhur y ngai, thura dire vua,” Alecto n6i. “Con co thé ctia ngudi phu nit?”

“Hay dua c6 Ay di lun,” ong ta n6i ddy xot xa. “Hay an tang co Ay theo nghi thirc ¢ xuwa.”

Alecto, hai dira tré cling xac Maria bién mét trong béng t6i, dé lai mot minh thin Hades dimg giita ddng hoang tan.

“Ta da canh bao nguoi,” mdt giong ndi mdi vang Ién.

Than Hades quay phat lai. Mot bé gai mac mot chiéc 4o dam day mau sac sac so dimg bén canh phan dang chay am1i con s6t lai ciia chiéc ghé sofa. C6
bé 6 méi toc den ngin va mdt doi niit budn. Trong c6 bé chi murdi hai tudi | ciing, Toi khong biét c6 bé, nhung khong hiéu sao trong ¢d bé cuc ky
quen thude ddi voi toi.

“Ngwoi con dam dén ddy sao?” than Hades gAm Ién. “Ta nén cho nguoi nd tung thanh tro bui!”

“Ong khong thé,” ¢6 bé ndi. “Quyén ning ctia Delphi s& bao vé ta.”

Toi lanh ngurdi nhén ra t6i dang nhin Oracle cua Delphi, hdi ba ta con bé va van con song. Khong hiéu sao viée nhin thiy ba ta nhu thé nay khién t6i cam
thay s¢ hai hon khi nhin thay ba ta trong hinh dang mdt xac udp.

“Nguoi da giét nguoi phy nit mé ta yéu!” thin Hades gim Ién. “Loi tién tri ctia ngwoi da dura ching ta dén nay!”
Ong ta hi¢n ra I 1 bao phit Ay c6 bé nhung ¢6 bé khong so sét chitt nao.

“Zeus da ra Iénh vu nd dé tiéu diét I tré,” c6 bé nbi, “vi 6ng da khong tudn theo v clia ong ta. Ta khong can du dén chuyén ndy. Va ta da bao 6ng sém
giau ching di co ma.”

“Ta khong thé! Maria khong dé ta lam diéu d6! Ngoai ra ching vo hai.”

“Tuy nhién, ching I con 6ng, diéu d6 khién ching tré nén nguy hiém Ngay ca khi 6ng dem ching dén Khéach san Hoa Sen, 6 ong chico thé Am tri hodn
réc r&i ma thdi. Nico va Bianca s& khong bao gior c6 thé quay trd lai thé gidi vi s ring ching s& dén duoc sinh nhat mudi sau tudi.””

“Ciing chi tai cai duoc goi | Loi Pai Tién Tri ctia ngwoi. Va nguoi da ép ta vao 1i thé khong c6 thém bat cir dira con 4 thén ndo khéc. Ngwoi ching dé
lai cho ta mot thir gil”

“Ta nhin thy truc twong lai,” bé gii noi. “Ta khong thé thay d6i no.”
Negon lira den xudt hién trong d6i méit ctia than chét, va toi biét diéu gi x4u dang dén. Toi mudn hét vé phia cd bé, bao co bé trén hodc chay di.

“Vay thi, Oracle, hiy Fing nghe nhung 101 cua Hades ong ta néi ddy gian dix. “C6 I8 ta khong thé mang Maria quay tré lai. Hoic ta khong thé lam cho
nguoi chét sém hon. Nhung lish hon ctia ngwoi van I linh hon ciia mdt con ngudi, va ta ¢6 thé nguyén riia ngwoi.”



Po6i mit ¢6 bé mo Ién. “Ong s& khong..”

“Ta th,” thAn Hades néi, “chimg ndo céc conta van con bi rudng bo, chimg ndo ta con chiu dau khd boi i nguyén Dai Tién Tri ctia nguoi, thi Oracle
ctia Delphi s& khong bao gi¢r c6 duoc co the ctia bat clr ngudi tran nao. Ngwoi s€ khong bao gir duge yén nghi. S& khong c6 ai thay the nguoi. Co the
nguoi s€ kho héo va chét di, va linh hon Oracle s& bi nhot vao bén trong co thé nguoi. Nguoi s€ ndira cac 10i tién tri dau kho cho dén khi tan bien khong
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con lai gi. Oracle s& chét cing véi nguoi!

C5 bé thét Ién, va hinh anh mo hd d6 tan ra thanh timg manh. Nico quy trong vuron cua nit than Persephone, grong mit cu ta tréing béch vi sdc. Pang
dimg trude mat cau ta 1 than Hades bang xuong bang thit, trong bd 4o méu den ctia 6ng ta va quéc niit nhin xubng ciu con trai.

“Céi gi thé nay,” 6ng ta hoi Nico, “ngwoi nghi ngwroi dang im gj ha?”
Mt tiéng nb méu den tran ngdp gidc mo ctia t6i. Rdi canh lai duoc thay doi.

Rachel Elizabeth Dare dang budc di doc mdt bo cat tréing. C6 4y mic do boi ciing v6i mdt chiée o phong tring dugc quén quanh eo. Hai vai va khuon
mit c0 rAm nang.

Coa 4y quy va bit dau ding ngdn tay viét trén cat. Toi cd nhan ra nhimg chir d6. Toi da nghi chimg khé doc cua t6i lai dén cho khi t6i nhan ra c6 4y dang
viét chir Hy Lap cd.

Piéu do 11 khong thé. Chéc t6i lai mo chuyén tao lao.

Rachel viét xong mdt vai chit va limbam, “Cai quy gi thé nay?”

Toi c6 thé doc tiéng Hy Lap, nhung t6i chi nhan ra mot tir trude khi song bién x6a di: . D6 1 tén toi: Perseus.
Rachel dimg phét ddy va I lai tranh di nhitng con song

“Oi, thanh thin oi,” c6 4y n6i. “Dé la nhing g ma n6 mubn n6i.”

C6 4y quay ngudi lai va bo chay, da vung cat khi ¢6 chay nhanh vé ngdi biét thur ctia gia dinh.

Cb 4y chay ram rép Ién cac bac thém thd hon hén. Cha 6 Ay ngudc kén tir to Wall Street Journal.

“Cha.” Rachel voi di vé phia 6ng dy. “Ching ta phai vé ngay.”

Mi cha c6 4y giat giat, nhu thé 6ng dy 6 nhd cach dé cudi. “Quay v&? Ching ta vira méi dén thoi.”

“Pang co ric rdi & New York. Percy dang gip nguy hiém.”

“Cau ta goicho cona?”

“Khong... khong hin thé. Nhung con biét. Con ¢6 linh cam vé diéu d6.”

Ong Dare gip t bdo lai. “Me con v ta da mong doi ky nghi nay trong mdt khoang thoi gian dai.”

“Khong phai thé! Ca cha va me déu ghét di bién! Ching qua hai nguoi déu cd chép khong chiu thira nhan diéu do.”
“Nay, Rachel con...”

“Con dang ndi véi cha I ¢6 didu gl d6 dang xéy ra & New York! Ca thanh phd d4y... con khong biét chinh xAc 1 chuyén gi, nhung né dang bi tin
cong”

Cha c6 4y th dai. “Cha nghi chiing ta s& nghe duoc nhing chuyén nhur thé trén cac kénh tin tire chir.”

“Khong dau,” Rachel khiing khiing, “Khong phai kiéu tin cong kiéu binh thirdng. Cha ¢6 nhan duoc bat cir cude goi ndo ké tir lic ching ta dén day
chua a?”

Cha c6 4y cau miy. “Khong co... nhung gior a cudi tuan, vao gitta mia heé nira.”

“Cha Iudn luén nhan dugce cac cude dién thoai,” Rachel Iy su. “Cha phai thira nhan chuyén nay that ky la.”

Cha c6 4y ngin ngir. “Chiing ta khong thé roi di. Ching ta da tiéu ton rét nhiéu tién vao chuyén di nay.”

“Nhung,” Rachel n6i. “Cha oi... Percy can con. Con phai chuyén cho ciu 4y mot thong diép. D6 I thong diép mang tinh séng con ddy.”

“Thong diép gi? Con dang ndi chuyén gi thé?”



“Con khong thé ndi véi cha dugc.”

“Thé thi con khong thé di.”

Rachel nhim mét nhu thé ¢6 Ay dang thu hét can dam “Cha... hly dé con di, va con s& thoa thuan v6i cha.”
Ong Dare nhoai ngui ra trrde. Thoa thudn i didu gi d6 ong hiéu rt rd. “Cha dang nghe.”

“Hoc vién Nit sinh Clarion. Con... con s& dén d6 vao mia thu. Tham chi con con s& khong kéu ca nira 1oi. Nhung cha phai dn quay trd lai New York,
ngay bay gio.”

Ong 4y im king trong mot thoi gian kha dai. Rdi ong mo dién thoai va thure hién mot cude goi.

“Douglas phai khong? Chuin bi may bay. Chiing t6i muén quay v& New York. Phai.. di ngay lap tirc.”

Rachel 6m choéng Iy 6ng dy, va cha ¢ dudng nhur hét strc ngac nhién, nhu thé trude day chira bao gio o dy Bmdiéu do.
“Con s& bu cho cha sau nhé!”

Ong Ay mim cudi, nhung nét mét ong 4y lanh nhur bang, Ong chiam chi nhin ¢6 Ay nhu thé ong khong dang nhin con gai minh — ma 1 mdt quy c6 tré ong
muon c0 ay trd thanh, mdt khi Hoc vién Clarion hoan tat churong trinh gido duc doi véi co ay.

“Dung thé, Rachel,” ong gat dau dong ¥. “Chéc chén con phai lam thé rdil”

Hinh 4nh md dan di. T6i im bam trong gidc ngii ctia minh: “Rachel, khong!”

T6i van dang quiy dap va trd minh trén troc thi Thalia danh thirc t6i day.

“Percy,” ¢b Ay n6i. “Day di. Troi sip t6i rdi ddy. Ching ta ¢ khach.”

Toi ngo nghc ngdi ddy. Chiée girdng qua thoai mai, va ti ghét viée ngi vo giita ngaty nhur thé ndy.

“Khéch 4?” t6i hoi.

Thalia git du day lo Eing. “MOot gi Titan mudn gip cau, mang theo I cdr diéu dinh. Hin ta mang dén mot thong diép ctia Kronos.”
Ban dang doc truyén Vi Thén Cudi Cung duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 13: Than Titan mang qua dén cho toi

Ching t0i c6 thé nhin thiy 1 ¢ trang tir cach noi dong quén nira dim. D6 | mdt 4 ¢ 1on béng kich th ctia mdt sn bong da, duge mang boi mdt tén
khong 16 cao chin mét, véi lan da mau xanh duong sang va mt mai tdc mau xam trang,

“Ngudi Hyperborean,” Thalia ndi. “Nhitng ngudi khdng 16 phuong Bic. D6 1 mdt dau hidu khong tot khi ho vé phe véi Kronos. Ho thurong 1 nhiing
ngudi ua hoa binh.”

Toi hoi. “Céau gap ho 101 a2

“Um O Alberta c6 mdt thude dia rong lon. Cau khong mubn tham gia choi trd ném tuyét voi nhing anh chang d6 dau.”

Khi tén khéng 16 dén gin hon, t6i ¢6 thé nhin thiy ba phai vién c6 kich thudc ciia con ngudi di ciing hdn ta — m0t 4 than nai nit sin sang, mdt con quy
empousa nic mot chiec 4o damden, voi mai toc dang boc chay rimg ruc va mot ga cao 16n mic vét tuxedo. Con empousa quang tay t€n mac bo vét
tuxedo, vi the cé hai trong giong mot cap dang dén tham dy mdt budi bi€u dien 6 Broadway hay mdt budi bicu dién nao d6 — ngoai trir mai toc boc Ira
va nhiing chiec rang nanh nhon hodt ctia no.

Nhom khach ung dung di vé phia san choi Heckscher. Cac day xich du va san bong mini khong mot bong nguoi. m thanh duy nhét 1 tiéng nurée phun tir
dai phun nude & Umpire Rock.

Toi quay sang Grover. “Ga miic bd vét tuxedo I thin Titan sao?”

Céu Ay git dau ddy lo Fing. “Hin ta trong gidng mot nha 4o thudt. TG ghét cac nha o thudt. Ho luén mang theo tho.”


http://ebookfull.net

Téi nhin chim chim cau éy. “Céu s nhitng con tho sao?”

“Bee-ech-eeh-ech! Ching 1 nhitng ké bit nat to xac. Ludn cudp can tiy ciia cac thdn rimg khong c6 kha néng tur vé.”

Thalia ho khé.

“Gi?” Grover héi nguoc lai.

To6i bao. “Chiing ta s& tién hanh viéc chimg bénh sg thd ctia cau sau,” t6i n6i. “Ching dén i kia.”

Ga mic vet bude Ién trude. Hin cao hon nguoi thurdng mot chit, khoang hai met. Mai téc den cdt thanh dudi ngwra & phia sau. Mot cép kinh tron den
che pht d6i mit ctia han, nhung Qiéu thzfl‘g su thu hit duge sy chuy t6i Ia da méat han, Khuon mét han day nhitng vét xudce, nhu thé han bi tan cong boi
mdt vai con vat cd mong nhd — rat cd thé 1a mdt con hamster cuc ky, cuc ky tirc gian.

“Chao Percy Jackson,” hén ndi ngot x6t. “That Ia mot niém vinh dy 16n lao.”

Ngudi ban dong hanh, quy c6 empousa rit 1én day tirc gian khi thiy t6i. A ta chéc dd nghe dugc vé chuyén t6i da danh bai hai nguoi chi em ctia & nhur
thé nao vao mia hé ndm ngoai.

“Emyéu,” Ga Miic Vét ndi véi a ta. “Sao cung khong tyr m minh thoai méi & déng kia nhi?”

A ta tha canh tay héin ra va di vé phia ghé d4 cong vién.

T6i liéc nhin tén 4 than duoc trang bi ddy du vii khi dimg sau Ga Mac Vét. Toi da khong nhn ra cau ta vi chlec i sat moi che phit hét myit, nhung d6
lai 14 anh ban timg dam sau lung cta t0i— Ethan Nakamura. Sau trén & Céu Williarsburg, miii cau ta trong gidng mot qua ca chua nat. Didu d6 khién t6i
thay tot hon mot chut.

“Chao, Ethan,” t6i ndi. “Trong dep trai qua nhi.”

Ethan nhin t6i d4y gian di.

“Ching ta vao viéc nhé.” G& Miac Vét chia tay ra. “Ta 1a Prometheus.”

Toi ngac nhién dél} d6 quén dap lai ban tay dang chia ra ctia héin ta. “La anh chang trom lira ding khong? Anh-chang-bi-xich-vao-tang-da-cling-véi-
nhirng-con-kén-kén?”’

Prormtheqs nhin mit. Hin ta chamtay vég céc vét xude trén khudn mit minh. “Lam on, dung nhic dén tir ‘kép kép’. Nhung ding thé, ta da trom Ira
ctia cac than va dua nd cho 6 tién cau. Ddi lai, Zeus bao gid cling nhan tir da xich ta 18n mdt tang da va bi tra tan dén mudn doi.”

“Nhung...”

“Ta lam thé ndo dé dugc tu do chir gi? Hercules da giai ctru, cach day nhiéu nién ky rdi. Vay nén nguoi thiy ddy, ta c¢6 cam tinh véi cac anh hing, Mot
vai nguoi trong s6 cac nguoi co the kha 1a lich su.

“Khong gidng ban dong hanh di ciing véi nguoi,” t6i nhan xét.

T61 dang nhin Ethan, nhung Prometheus hinh nhur lai nghi t6i &m chi con empousa.

“O, ma quy ciing khong t& Fim d4u,” hén ta noi. “Ngwoi chi viéc cho chiing an no. Gid thi, Percy Jackson ndy, ta bét dau thurong lrgng nhé.”

Hiéin chia tay moi toi ra mdt chiéc ban pinic va chiing t6i ngdi xudng. Thalia va Grover dtmg ngay sau toi.

Tén khong 16 méu xanh dwong dung 14 c& trﬁng tura vio mdt céi cdy va bit dél} lo d@ng choi dua trong sén choi. Hén ta budc Ién cac khung leo tréo
danh cho tré¢ emva lam glly ching, nhung hén ta duong nhu khong gién dir. Han ta chi cau may va n6i, “Uh-oh.” Roi hin ta bude Ién mot dai phun nude
va lam v& bé xi-mang ra lAm doi. “Uh-oh.” Nude dong lai noi ban chn cta han ta cham vao. Mot dong tha vat nhoi bong dugc treo trén day that keng
cta hén ta — loai to lon ma ban ¢6 thé danh dugc cho cac giai thuong quan trong trong mot game arcade. Han ta goi cho t6i nhé dén Tyson, va y tuong
phai chién dau véi han ta khién t6i budn rudi rugi.

Prometheus ngéi nga nguoi ra trude va dan cac tay vao voi nhau. Hin ta trong c6 vé dimg din, t6t bung, va khon ngoan. “Percy ndy, ngwoi dang & thé
yeu. Nguoi biet khong thé ngan can mot dot cude tan cong khac.”

“Ching ta s& chd xem.”
Prometheus trong dau khd, nhur thé hén thuce sw quan tim dén diéu gi da xay ra voi t6i. “Percy, ta 1 thin Titan ctia s lo xa. Ta biét s& xay ra.”

“Pdng thoi ciing 1 than Titan ctia hoi dong nhing ké xao tra,” Grover chen vao. “Nhan manh tir xio tra.”



Prometheus nhiin vai. “Néi kh4 diing dy, than rimg. Nhung ta da tng h) cac vi thén trong cudc cﬁén truge. Ta da bao Kronos: “Ngwoi khong cd stre
manh. Nguoi s€ thua.” Va ta da ding. Vay nén nguoi thay day, gio ta biet cach d€ chon bén cam chac phan thang. Lan nay, ta ung ho Kronos.”

“Vi thin Zeus da xich ngwoi vao ting d4,” t6i doan.

“Mot phén, dingthé. Ta s& khong phii nhén réing ta mudn tré thi. Nhung d6 khong phai B 1y do duy nhit ta tro gitp Kronos. D6 1 sy ya chon khon
ngoan nhat. Ta & day vi ta nghi nguoi cé thé san sang nghe theo [€ phai.”

Hin ta ding ngén tay v& mdt ban db 1én mit ban. Bt cr noi ndo ngdn tay hin cham dén, nhirng duong vang lién xuat hién, séang lap lanh trén mit bé
tong “Pdy la Manhattan. Bon ta c6 quan dong ¢ ddy, ¢ ddy, ¢ ddy va ca ¢ day nita. Bon ta biét s6 hrong quén sb ciia bén nguoi. Quan bén bon ta dong
gAp hai muroi in so v6i quan bén ngwroi déy.”

“Gian diép ctia nguoi van dang cap nhét thong tin thuong xuyén nhi,”” t6i doan.
Prometheus mim cudi voi sy héi tiéc. “Dui sao di nita, hrc luong quan phia bon ta dang ngdy cang dong kn. Ti nay, Kronos s& tin cong. Ngwoi s& bi 4p

dao. Cac nguoi chién dau rat diing cam, nhung khong ¢6 cach ndo dé giir duoc toan bo Manhattan dau. Cac nguoi s& bi diy I dén Toa nha Empire
State. O d6 cac ngwoi s& bi tiéu diét. Ta da thiy duoc didu d6. N6 & xiy ra.”

Toi nghi vé birc hinh Rachel d v& trong gidc mo' ctia ti— mot ddi quan & chin Toa nha Empire State. Toi nhé nhirng Ioi ma ¢6 géi nhd Oracle da noi
trong giac mo: Toi nhin thay trurde trong lai. Toi khong thé thay d6i no. Prometheus ndi chac nhu dinh dong cdt khien t61 nuon khdng tin cling kho.
“Ta s& khong dé diéu d6 xay ra,” toi néi cimg,

Prometheus phii mdt hat bui khoi ve 4o chiéc 4o vét tuxedo. “Hiéu chir, Percy. Nguoi dang dinh lap lai thAm kich thanh Troy. Cac cach thirc Ep lai
chinh n6 trong lich str. Chiing tai xuat hién giong hét nhitng con quai vat ’Véy.‘ Mot cude bao vay quy md Ion. Hai doi quan. Bicu khac biét duy nhat, lan
nay bén ngwoi 1a bén phong ngyr. Bén ngwroi 14 thanh Troy. Va nguoi biet dicu gi da xay ra voi cu dan thanh Troy, ding khong?”

“VAy cic ngwoi s& nhét mdt con ngira gd vao thang may ctia Toa nha Empire State sa0?” t6i hoi. “Chuic may nin ddy.”

Prometheus mim cudi. “Thanh Troy hoan toan bi tiéu diét, Percy a. Nguoi khong mudn didu d6 xay ra & ddy. Hay 10t lui, va New York s& duoc tha thir.
Céc doi quan cta nguoi s& nhin dugc an x4. Ca nhén ta s& dimg ra bao dam cho sy an toan cta chinh nguoi. Hay dé Kronos chiém dinh Olympus. Ai
quan tim dén dieu do co chir? Du sao thi Typhon cling s€ tiéu di€t hét cac vi than.”

“iing thé,” t6i ndi. “Va cir cho 1 ta tin Kronos s& tha thir cho thanh phd.”

Prometheus khang dinh. “Tt ca nhitng gi 6ng Ay mudn dinh Olympus. Sirc manh cua cac vi than gin chit voi nhitng chiéc ghé quyén hre ciia ho.
Newoi da thiy diéu gi xay ra voi Poseidon mot khi virong qudc dudi bién ciia 6ng ta bi tn cong”

Toi nhan niit, nho lai viée trong cha t61 d gia va yéu 6t nhur thé ndo.

“Diing thé,” Prometheus budn b noi. “Ta biét ring diéu ndy that khé khin dbi véi véi ngroi. Khi Kronos san bang dinh Olympus, cac thin s& dan tan
bién di. Ho s& tré nén qué yéu va s& d& dang bj danh bai hon. Kronos thich lim diéu nay trong khi Typhon gitt cho cac thin ban ron & mién tdy. Moi
chuyén s& tr& nén d& dang hon. Nhung ché ¢6 lim, diéu t6t nhit nguoi c6 thé laim 1 chdm bude tién quan cta bon ta ma thoi. Ngdy kia, Typhon s& dén
New York, va nguoi s€ khong c6 bét ctr co hdi ndo nita. Céc than va dinh Olympus van s& bj tiéu diét, nhung n6 s& tham khéc hon rit nhidu. Té, & hon
rat nhidu d6i voi nguroi va thanh phd ctia nguoi. Cach nay hay cach khéc thi cudi cling thin Titan ciing s& thong tri.”

Thalia d4m manh 1én mit ban. “Ta phung sy nit than Artemis. Cac Tho San s& chién ddu dén hoi thd cudi cling, Percy, cau khong dinh nghe theo 1o gi
ghé tom nay chir?”

T6i nghi Prometheus s& lim cho ¢6 4y nd tung, nhung hén ta chi cudi. “Long diing cam mang lai danh tiéng cho ngwoi, Thalia Grace.”
Thalia ctrng nguoi lai. “Grace 1a ho ctia me ta. Ta khong str dung n.”

“Ta san sang lam theo y ¢0,” Prometheus tinh bo, nhung t0i ¢6 théonéi hén ta dang choc tirc c6 dy. Toi chira bao gior nghe vé ho ctia Thalia trudc ddy.
Khong hiéu sao n6 khien Thalia trd nén binh thirong han di. It bi hiém hon va # manh mé hon.

“Dui sao di nira,” Ga Titan n6i, “cac ngwoi khong can phai tré thanh ké thi ctia ta. Ta ludn B nguoi gitp d cho loai ngudi co mi.”

“Do | m)t dong phén cita con Minotaur,” Thalia n6i. “Khi loai ngwoi lin dau tién cing t€ cho céc vi thén, ngwoi d lira ho dé ho dua cho ngwoi phn
ngon nhat. Nguoi dua lira cho loai ngudi chi dé choc tirc cac vi than, chir khong phai la vi quan tam dén loai ngudi ching ta.”

Prometheus lic dau. “Nguwoi khong hiéu. Ta da gitp hinh thanh ban chit ctia loai ngudi.”

Trén ban tay hiin bt ngd hién ra cuc dét sét Fic hr. Han ta néin né thinh ngudi ti hon 6 hai tay, hai chan. Nguoi dat sét khong co mit nhung ¢b do ddm
budc quanh ban, vAp phai cac ngén tay ciia Prometheus. “Ta da timg thi thim vao tai loai nguoi dé mach nurée cho ho ké tir khi moi c6 loai nguoi. Ta
hién thin ctia 6c¢ to mo, tinh wa kham phd, va tai phat minh ctia con ngudi. Haly gitip ta ciru loai ngudi, Percy. Lam thé, va ta s&  tang cho loai ngu01 mot
mon qua m6i— mot khdm pha moi s€ dua loai nguoi cac ngwroi Ién bé phong cua sur tién hoa. Céc ngwroi khong thé c6 duoc kiéu tién bd do néu van theo
cac than. Ho khong bao gioy cho phép diéu d6. Nhung hiy nghe ta, ddy c6 thé s& I mdt ky nguyén vang son moi clia loai ngudi. Néu khong,..” Ga gidng



ndm dAm xubng va dap bep ngudi dat thanh mén banh kép.

Tén khdng 16 xanh duwong quat am n, “Uh-oh.” O phia bén kia ghé dai ctia cong vién, con empousa cudi nhe ca nanh ra.
Prometheus n6i tiép. “Percy, ngwoi biét cac Titan va con céi ho khong phai ai ciing xAu ca. Ngwoi da gip Calypso rdi ddy.”
Mzt t6i nong bung, “Chuyén d6 hoan toan khac.”

“Nhur thé nao? Ciing giéng hét ta, 6 ta khong lam gi sai, thé nhung, €6 taphalchluklep lru day méi méi, don gian chi vi ¢6 ta I con gai cta Atlas.
Ching ta khong phai i ké thil ctia nguoi. Pimg dé tinh hudng xu nhit xay ra,” héin ta cau xin. “Ching ta mang hoa binh dén cho loai nguoi.”

To6i nhin Ethan Nakamura. “May chic khong thich diéu nay.”
“Tao khong biét may mudn ndi gi.”
“Néu bon ta chip nhén thoa thuin ndy, miy s& mit co hoi tra thi. Khong thé giét hét bon ta. D6 khong phai i didu may mudn sao?”

Con mit con nguyén ven ctia ciu ta Ioe lira. “Tét c4 nhitng gl tao mudn I sur ton trong, Jackson. Cac than khong bao gio cho tao didu d6. May muén
tao didén cai t ngu ngdc cua bon may, ca doi ¢ trong cai nha Hermes dong nhtic d6 vi tao khong quan trong u? Tham chi con khong duge thira nhan?”’

Céu ta n6i hét nhur Luke bon nidm trude khi Luke dinh giét t6i trong khu rimg ciia trai. Ky tre d6 khién noi bi bd cap cén ¢ ban tay t6i tré nén nhirc nhdi.
“Me may 1a it than ctia bao thiy,” t0i bao Ethan. “Vay ching ta s& phai ton kinh ba dy sa0?”

“Nemesis dai dién cho sur cin bang! Khi con ngudi c6 qua nhidu may mén, ba 4y gidt d6 nhitng ngudi d6.”

“D6 14 Iy do ba 4y iy di mot méit clia miy sa0?”

“Day [ mdt s tra gid,” cau ta gAm én. “Dé dbi lai, ba Ay hira voi tao ring mdt ngiy ndo do, tao s& | ngudi danh db can can quyén hyc. Tao s& khién
cac tiéu than dugc ton trong, Mot con mat [a mot cai gia qua nhd cho dieu d6.”

“Mot ngudi me vi dai.”’

“ft nhét ba Ay biét giit 1o, khong nhu céc vi thin & Olympus. Ba déu tra song phéing — du tdt hay xau.”

“Phai,” t61 néi. “Tao clru mang may, va may dén on tao bang cach goi Kronos sdng ddy. Song phéng ghé.”

Ethan nim chudi kiém, nhung Prometheus d ngin hén lai.

“Th6i ndo,” than Titan n6i. “Chiing ta dang thyre hién nhiém vu ngoai giao.”

Prometheus sam soi nhin t6i nhur thé dang c¢6 hiéu con gién ciia t61. Poan, gi git gi nhur thé gi vira tém dugc mdt y nghii ndo do tir bd ndo ca toi.

“Dicu khién nguoi bin khoan chinh 1 diéu gi da xay ra voi Luke,” gi khéing dinh. “Hestia d4 khong cho nguoi thiy toan bo cau chuyén. C6 18 néu nguoi
hiéu...”

GA Titan vuron tay ra truéc.

Thalia hét Ién mdt tiéng canh bao, nhung trude khi ti ¢6 thé kip phan timg, ngon tay trd ctia Prometheus da di vio trén to

Dot nhién, 61 tr& lai phong khach nha ba May Castellan. Nhirng ngon nén lung linh trén bé Io suoi, va phan chiéu 4nh sang lén cac thm gwong doc theo
cc birc trong. Qua canh cira ra vao phong bep, t6i ¢6 the nhin thay Thalia dang ngdi trén ban trong khi ba Castellan bang vét thuwong ¢ chan cho ¢0 ay.
Annabeth Ién bay ngdi canh c6 ay, choi dua voi con thi nhoi bong Medusa.

Thén Hermes va Luke, mbi ngudi dimg mdt goc trong phong khach.

Trong 4nh nén, mt than nhur chét Iong, nhu thé ong Ay khong biét nén chon hinh dang ndo cho hop. Ong iy mic mdt bd 40 quan chay bd mau xanh navy
va doi giay Reeboks c6 canh.

“Sao gio 6ng lai Xuat hién?” Luke gang hoi. Doi vai hénta cang ctmg nhu §ép danh nhau. “Trong tat ca nhirng nam qua, t6i da goi dng, cau Xin 6ng Xuat
hién, va ché}ng co gl Ong de t6i lai voi ba ta.” Han ta chi vé€ phia phong bép nhur thé han ta khdng thé chiu duge viée phai nhin mét me ctia han, chir
dung n6i dén ndi tén ba ay.

“Luke, khong dugc bat kinh voi ba dy,” th‘én Hermes canh cdo. “Me con da lam t6t nhimg gi ba Ay ¢6 thé lam. V& phin ta, ta khong thé can thiép vao
con duong ctia con. Con céi ctia cac vi than phai tim cho duoc 161 di ctia chinh minh.”

“Vay moi chuyén d8u vi mudn tt cho chinh ban than toi. Lén Ién trén cic duong phé, tu minh lo liéu moi thir, giao chién véi It quai vat?”



“Con I con trai ta,” thin Hermes n6i. “Ta biét con c6 kha ning, Khita chi d mdt dira bé, ta da bo ra khoi ndi va Ién duong...”

“T6i khong phai a mdt vi thin! Chi mot an thoi, dng co thé n6i diéu gi d6. Ong c6 thé giip khi..” Hén ta run rdy hit thit sau, ha thp giong xubng dé
khong ai trong bep ¢ thé tinh co nghe thay “..khiba a 4y co mit trong céc con dau, lc lay I dé t6i va n6i nhitng diéu dién khing vé sé ménh ctia toi.
Khi t6i thurdng trdn trong phong chira dd dé l?a gly khong the tim thy t0i voi doi... doi mét phét sang d6. Liéu ong da bao gior quan tim dén viée toi da
thét su so hai khdng? Li¢u 6ng c6 bao giod biet rang dén cudi cling t61 da phdi bo nha di khdng?”

Trong bép, ba Castellan dang noi luyén thuyén, vira rot thire ubng Kool-Aid ¢ va Annabeth, ba vira tiu tit ké cho ho nghe nhitng chuyén hoi Luke con
bé. Thalia lo fing xoa xoa Ién cdi chn bi bang. Annabeth liéc nhin vao trong phong khach va dua chiéc banh cookie bi chay dé cho Luke nhin thiy. C6
bé tron miéng, Gid chiing ta ¢6 the di duge chua?

“Luke, ta quan tim dén con rt nhiéu,” than Hermes chim rai noi, “nhung cac vi than khong duoc can thiép true tiép vao cac van dé ctia con ngudi. Do
14 mit trong s6 cac Diéu Luat C6 xua ciia chung ta. Pc biét khi s6 ménh ctia con...” Giong 6ng 4y tit dan. Ong nhin chiim chim vao nhitng ciy nén
nhu thé 6ng vira nhé duge didu gi d6 khong d& chiu cho Bm
“C6 chuyén gi sa0?”” Luke hoi. “Sé ménh ctia con hmsao?”’

“Con khong nén quay lai,” than Hermes 1Am bam. “Piéu d6 chi khién cho ca hai thém dau khd. Tuy nhién, ta thay hién gi con dang trd nén qua I6n dé
chay tron ma khong cé su gitip d6. Ta s€ ndi chuyén vdi Chiron & Trai Con Lai va bao 6ng ta gdi than rimg dén don cac con.”

Luke stmg s0. “Bon toi van am 5t ma khong can dén s gitip do ctia 6ng. Gior thi n6i cho t6i, chuyén vé sé ménh cta t6i i gi?”

Doi canh trén doi gidy Reeboks ciia than Hermes v6 fién hoi. Ong dy nhin chidm chii khuon miit con trai nhur thé 6ng dang mudn khéc sau hinh anh cau
con trai cta minh vao tam ndo. Dot nhién mot cam gidc lanh Ko lan toa khap nguoi toi. Toi nhén ra than Hermes da biét nhing 101 n6i lam nham cta ba
May Castellan c6 nghiia 1 gi. Toi khong chéc bang cach nio, nhung khi nhin vao khudn nit 6ng 4y, t0i hoan toan ném chéc diéu d6. Than Hermes hiéu

duoc didu gi s& xay ra véi Luke mdt ngiy ndo do, chuyén hiin ta s& trd nén xu xa nhu thé ndo.

“Con trai ctia ta,” 6ng Ay noi, “ta i thn ciia nhiing ngwoi iy hanh, thin cta nhitng con dudng. Néu ta biét duoc bt cir diéu g, thi ta biét ring con s&
phai di con duong ctia chinh con, cho du di€u do6 s& xé nat trai timta.”

“Ong khong yéu toi.”

“Ta camdoan 12 ta... ta that sy yéu con. Hay dén trai di con. Ta nhan théy rﬁng con s€ sém dugce giao nhiém vy. Co I con ¢ thé danh bai dwoc con in
nhiéu dau, hay trdm cac qua tao cua Hesperides. Con s€ c6 co hdi trd thanh mdt anh hing vi dai trude

“Trude khi gi?”” Giong Luke hién dang run run. “Me t6i da nhin thiy nhitng gi khién ba Ay tré' nén nhur thé? Chuyén gi s& xay dén voi t6i? Néu 6ng yéu
61, hdy noi cho to1.”

Khudn niit than Hermes ctmg lai. “Ta khong thé.”

“Thé thi 6ng ching quan tim dén t6i” Luke hét lon.

Tiéng trd chuyén trong bép im bit.

“Luke?” ba May Castellan goi voi ra. “Phai con khong? Con trai ctia me ¢6 sao khong?”’

Luke quay nguoi lai dé gidu khudn mit minh di, nhung t0i c6 thé nhin thAy nhitmg giot muréc mat trén mit hin ta. “Toi 6n. Toi c6 mdt gia dinh moi. Toi
khong can ai trong sO cac nguoL.”

“Ta I cha con,” thin Hermes nhén manh.

“MOot ngurdi cha duge cho 1a udn & bén con minh. T61 thim chi con chura bao gior gap ong. Thalia, Annabeth, di thoi! Ching ta roi khéi day!”
“Con trai ctia ta, ding di!” ba May Castellan goi theo sau héin ta. “Me da kam sin bita trra cho con rdil”

Luke di xdng xoc ra khoi nha. Thalia va Annabeth nhanh chéng di theo. Ba May Castellan dinh dudi theo, nhung than Hermes da giit ba Ay lai.

Khi cénh cira chéin dong sam lai, ba May guc vao vong tay thin Hermes va bt dau run rdy. DOi miit ba mo ra — méu xanh lyc dang phat séng — va ba dy
tom chat lay hai vai than Hermes.

Con trai toi, ba Ay rit én bang mot giong lanh king. Nguy hiém. S& ménh khing khiép!
“Anh biét, tinh yéu ctia anh,” thin Hermes n6i ddy budn ba. “Hay tin anh, anh biét ma.”
Hinh anh tan bién di. Prometheus Ry tay ra khoi tran toi.

“Percy?” Thalia héi. “Chuyén d¢ 1a... 1a gi vay?”



T6i nhén ra md hdi w6t ddm 4o toi.

Prometheus it dau thong cam. “Kinh héi, phéi khong ndo? Céc thn biét diéu gi s& dén, thé nhung ho khong am gi ca, ngay cé voi con minh. Phéi mit
bao lau ho mai cho nguroi biet vé 1o tién tri ctia nguroi, Percy Jackson? Nguoi khong nghif cha minh biét rd nhitng gi s€ xdy ra véi nguoi sao?”

Toi qué stng s6t dé c6 thé tra 1 cac cau hoi do.

“Perrrcy,” Grover dan do t6i, “hin ta dang choi dua voi d4u 6¢ cla chu déy. Pang ¢b 1am cho cau tirc gian.”

Grover ¢6 thé doc dugc cac camxtc, vi thé chic chin cau éy biét dugc Prometheus dang thanh cong,

“Nguoi that sy d6 16i cho anh ban Luke cua ngwroi sao?” ga Titan hoi toi. “Va con nguoi thi sao, Percy? Liu ngwroi co dé sb ménh kiém soat chinh
nguoi khong? Kronos mang dén cho nguoi mot thda thuén tot hon rat nhicu.”

T6i ndm chit tay. Cing nhiéu nhur t6i ghét nhitng gi Prometheus vira cho t6i xem, 61 cam ghét Kronos con phiéu hon. “Va déy L thoa thudn clia ta. Hay
n6i véi Kronos thoi tan cong, rdi khéi co thé Luke Castellan, quay v€ lai day ctia Tartarus. Roi 6 [ ta s& khong phai tiéu diét han.”

Con empousa gAm gir. Mai toc a ta phun ra nhitng ngon kira méi, nhung Prometheus chi th dai.
“Néu ngwoi d6i y,” hin ta noi, “ta ¢6 mon qua danh cho ngwoi.”

Mt chiéc binh Hy Lap xuét hién trén mit ban. N6 cao khoang chin tAc va rong ba tic, duoc trang men voi cac hoa tiét hinh hoc den va tréng Nép binh
bang gom dugc budc chat boi day da.

Grover rén ri khi nhin thiy 1n6.

Thalia h4 héc miéng, “D6 ching phéi...”

“Ding thé,” Prometheus néi. “Cac ngwoi nhin ra no.”

Nhin vao chiéc binh, t6i cam nhan mdt ndi so hai ky la, nhung t6i khong biét nguyén nhan tai sao.

“Céi binh nay thudc vé em dau ctia ta,” Prometheus giai thich. “Pandora.

Toi cam thiy ¢6 minh nhur nghen tic lai. “Nhu trong tir “céi hop ciia Pandora’ dy ha?”

Prometheus Fic dau. “Ta khong biét chuyén céi hop duge bat dau nhur thé ndo. N6 chira bao gitr B céi hop. N6 B mot pithos, mot i binh ding dé
chira do. Ta e la binh pithos ctia Pandora khong ¢6 cung mot muc dich nhur the, nhung dumng ban tim dén dicu d6. Bung thé, c6 ta 43 mo cai binh ndy,
trong d6 ¢6 chira phan 16n cac ma quy hién gio' van con deo bam loai nguoi: so hai, cai chét, doi khat, bénh tét.”

“Dlmg quén ta d4y,” con empousa kéu gir gir.

“Ding thé thét,” Prometheus thira nhan. “Empousa dau tién ciing dugc Pandora th ra tir binh ndy. Nhung diéu khién ta thiy td md vé cau chuyén —
Pandora lu6n bi chi trich. C6 ta bi phat vi t6i to mod. Céc vi than d4 udn muon con ngudi tin rang day chinh [a mdt bai hoc: loai ngurdi khong nén tham do
hoc hoi. Ho khong dugc dat ra cac cau hdi. Ho nén lam nhitng gi ho duge bao. Su thit 14, Percy a, cai binh nay la mdt cai bay duogc thiet ké bdi Zeus
va cdc than khac. N6 1 m0t syr tra tht nhdm vao ta va toan b gia dinh ta — ngudi em trai don gian t6i nghiép Epimetheus cua ta va ¢6 vo' Andora cua
nd. Céc than biet thé nao ¢ ta cling md ndp binh. Ho quyét tdm trirg phat toan b nhén loai cling voi bon ta.”

Toi nghi dén giAc mo ctia t6i vé thin Hades va Maria di Angelo. Than Zeus d tiéu digt toan bo mot khéich san chi dé giét chét hai dira tré 4 thin — chi dé
bao vé chinh ong ta. Ong ta da giet mot ngudi phy nir vo toi va chidc chin s& van ngh ngon nhur thudng. Than Hades cling ching hon gi. Khong du manh
dé tra thu than Zeus, vi the Ong ta nguyén rua Oracle, bude ¢ bé phai ginh chiu mjt s6 ménh tham khoc. Ca than Hermes nira... sao 6ng ay lai bo roi
Luke? It nhat ong ay cling nén canh bao Luke hodc ¢o nudi day han tot hon dé han ta khong bién thanh nguoi xau moi phai chr?

C6 & dung 1 Prometheus dang choi dua voi dau dc toi

Nhung néu héin néi ding thi sao? Mot phan trong t6i tyr hoi. Céc vi than c6 didu gl t6t hon so vdi céc thin Titan?

Prometheus gb gb 1én ndp ctia chiéc binh Pandora. “Chi con duy nhét mot linh hon vén con & lai bén trong khi Pandora md n6 .

Toi budt miéng, “Hy vong.”

Prometheus trong kha hai long “Rét tdt, Percy. Elpis, nit thin ctia Hy vong, s& khong bo roi loai nguoi. Hy vong s& khong roi di néu khong duoc sur cho
phép. C6 ta chi co thé duoc gidi thoat bdi con cua loai nguoi.”

G4 Titan déy chiéc binh vé phia toi.

“Ta tang ngroi mon qua nay nhu mot vat goi nhé V& viéc c4c than i nhitng nguoi nhur thé ndo,” hén ta n6i. “Hay gitt Elpis, néu nguroi mudn. Nhung néu
nguoi quyet dinh rang ngwoi da nhin thay da sy hity diét, chiu dd cac dau dén vo ich, thi hly md cai binh ra. Hay dé Elpis di. Hay tir bd Hy vong, va ta s€



biét ring ngwoi dang dau hang, Ta cam doan 14 Kronos s& khoan dung. Ong ta s& tha cho nhitng ngudi con séng.”

T6i nhin chiim chiim vao chiéc binh va ndy sinh mdt cam gidc xiu. T6i doan Pandora chéc chdn da miic phai chimg hiéu dong thai qua. Toi khong bao
i ¢6 thé dé yén moi viée. Toi khong thich sur cam db. Liéu ddy c6 phai 1 su Ira chon ctia t6i? C6 18 toan bd 1i tién tri déu mudn noi dén viée t6i s&
giit chiéc binh nay hay s& mo n6 ra.

“Ta khong mudn thir niy,” t6i cau nhau.

“Qua mudn,” Prometheus n6i. “Qua da trao. N6 khong thé Ay lai.”

Ga dimg day. Con empousa dén bén va choang tay 6m Ry tay gi.

“Morrain!” Prometheus goi tén khong 16 méu xanh dwong, “Ching ta di thoi. Lay cd ctia ngwoi theo.”

“Uh-oh,” t&n khong 16 noi.

“Chiing ta s€ sém ggp lai nguoi, Percy Jackson,” Prometheus hira. “Céch nay hay cach khac.”

Ethan Nakamura tang cho t6i mdt cai nhin déy cam thi An cuﬁL RO doi ngimg ban quay ngudi lai va nhe nhang di én phia con dudng nho xuyén qua
Central Park, nhu thé day chi Ia mot budi chieu Chu nhat day nang thong

Ban dang doc truyén Vi Than Cudi Cimg dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chwong 14: Nhirng chu heo bay
Quay lai Plaza, Thalia kéo riéng t0i sang mot bén. “Prometheus d cho cau xem diéu gi vay?”
T6i mién cudng ké cho ¢6 4y nghe vé canh mong & nha ba May Castellan. Thalia xoa xoa diii nhur thé dang nhé dén vét seo cii & chan.

“D6 | mdt dém tdi t,” ¢ Ay thira nhan. “Annabeth con qua bé, 16 khong nghii ¢o 4y thure sw hiéu nhimg gi c6 4y da nhin thiy. C6 Ay chi biét Luke dang
dau khd ma thoi”

Toi nhin ra phia Central Park ¢ bén ngoai cac canh ctra s6 ctia khach san. Nhing d4m lira nho van dang chay & phia bic, ca thanh phd dudng nhu tinh
lang mdt cach khac thirong, “Cau ¢6 bict chuyén gi da xay ra vdi ba May Castellan khong? Y t6 1a...”

“To biét § cau dioh hoi g,” Thalia n6i. “T¢ chua bao gidy nhin théy ba Ay khi, trm, xy ra con dau, nhung Luke da ké cho t6 nghe v& doi mét phat séng,
nhimg dicu ky la ma ba ay n6i. Han da bt t6 hira la s& khong bao gio ke cho ainghe dicu d6. Con vé nguyén nhén ctia cdn bénh — t& khong bict. Neu
Luke co biét, han cling khong bao gid ké cho té nghe.”

“Théan Hermes c6 biét,” t6i noi. “Djéu @i d6 da 1am cho ba May thdy duoc cac phin twong lai ctia Luke, va thin Hermes hiéu diéu gi s& xay ra — viéc
Luke s€ bien thanh Kronos nhu the nao.”

Thalia nhiu may. “Cau khong thé khéng dinh duoc diéu d6. Hay nhé Prometheus dang thao ting nhirng gi cau da nhin thy, Percy a, cho céu thdy nhimg
gi dé xdy ra theo mt quan niém i t& nhat. Than Hermes ¢ yéu Luke. To co the n6i diéu d6 chi véi viée nhin vao mit ong 4y. Va than Hermes da & d6
vao démd6 vi ong Ay dang dén dé kiém tra ba May, chiimséc cho ba dy. Ong 4y khong phai hoan toan B mdt nguoi xau.”

“Nhung thé vin khong dung,” t6i khang khiing. “Luke chi la mot dira tré. Than khong bao gio gitp hin, khong bao gior ngin viée con minh bo nha di.”
Thalia deo cdy cung trén vai. Mot lan nita, t6i lai chi y dén viéc hién 6 4y trong manh m3 hon nhur thé nao khi ¢6 4y ngimg viée 1on Ién. Ban c6 thé nhin
thay mdt anh sang bac ruc rd bao quanh Thalia — d6 1 161 chiic phiic ctia nit than Artennis.

“Percy ndy,” cd Ay ndi, “cu khong thé bit dau cam thay hdi tiéc vi Luke nita. Tt ca ching ta déu c6 nhitng diéu kho khéin can phéi duong dau. Tat ca
céc & than déu nhu the. Cha me ctia ching ta hiém khi 6 bén. Nhung Luke da tur minh lua chon nhitng diéu xau. Khong ai ¢6 the ngan han ta lam dicu
do. Sy that la...”

C6 dy liég phin vé guéi sanh dé chz“:lc khong con ai ngoai ching t6i ¢ do. “T¢ rat lo v& Annabeth. Néu trén chién truong phéi niit dbi mit voi Luke, t&
khong biet liéu co ay co thé lam dieu d6 khong, Co6 ay luon co cam tinh voi Luke.”

Mau d6 don Ién mt t6i. “Co 4y s& 6n thoi”

“To khong biét nira. Sau dém do, sau bj bon t6 rdi khoi nha me héin ta thi phéi? Luke da khong bao gios con nhur trude nira. Hén ta bon chon va tinh khi
that thudng, nhu the han ta cd diéu gi d6 can phai chimg minh. Vao lic Grover tim thay bon t& va c6 dua bon té vé trai... rm, m, bon t& gip qué nhiéu
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ric r6i mjt phan do Luke thiéu thin trong. Héin ta mudn dénh nhau véi bat ctr quéi vt ndo ma bon t6 di ngang qua. Annabeth da khong xem d6 nhu |
mot van de. Luke Ia anh hing cta ¢6 ay. C6 ay chi hiéu duoc rang cha me han da lam cho han budn, va da rat bao vé han. C6 ay hién van bao che cho
han. Tat ca nhing gi t& muon noi... Cau khong nén roi vao ciing mjt céi bay. Luke hién da dang co the han cho Kronos. Ching ta khong thé nhin
nhuong voi hin duogc.”

T6i nhin nhitng ngon Itra chéy & khu Harlem, tur hoi c6 bao nhiéu nguoi dang ngi hién s& gip nguy hiém chi vi nhitng lwa chon x4u xa cta Luke.

“Céu ndi ding,” to1 noi

Thalia v3 vai ti. “T¢ s& di xem cac Tho San thé ndo, rdi tranh thii ngi mdt e trude khi troi toi. Cu ciing nén chop mit mot lat.”

“Piéu cudi cling t& can 1 c6 nhidu gidc mo hon.”

“T¢ biét diéu do, tin t6 di.” Khudn miit ¢d Ay t0i sam lai khién toi tu héi co Ay dang mo thédy diéu gi. PO B mot ric ri pho bién cia mjt 4 thn: tinh
hu6ng ma ching t6i phai d6i mét cang nguy hiém, thi chiing t6i cang 6 duoc nhiéu gide mo dang so' va thuong xuyén hon. “Nhung Percy ndy, khong thé
ndi duge khi ndo cau sé lai ¢ co hdi khac d€ nghi ngoi. Pémnay ¢ thé s& 1a dém dai nhat — c6 thé 1a dém cudi cing clia chung ta.”

Toi khong thich diéu d6, nhung t6i biét ¢6 Ay noi dung. Toi mét moi git dau va dua cho ¢6 4y chiéc binh Pandora. “Lam on gitip t6 nhé. Hay cét n6 vao
trong két sat cua khach san nhé, dugc khong? Té nghi t& bi dur g voi pithos.”

Thalia mim cuoi. “Xong ngay.”

Toi tim thiy chiéc girong gan nhét va ng thiép di. Nhung di nhién, gidc ngii chi mang dén thém nhidu 4c mong hon.

Toi nhin thiy cung dign dudi bién ctia cha t0i. Quin ddi phuong hién da dén gin hon, ¢6 thit chi cach ot vai tréim thude bén ngoai cung dién. Céc bire
tuong phao dai hoan toan bi pha hily. Thanh duong cha t6i tirng dung lam sé chi huy dang bi tra Hy Lap thi€u dot.

Toi tap trung vao xuong dic vt khi, noi em trai t6i va mdt vai Cyclops khac dang nghi trua, an bo dau phong tir cac hii bo déu phong Skippy khong 16
(va ding hoi t6i rang n6 ¢6 vi nhur the nao khi ¢ du6i nurde, vi t6i khong muodn bict). Khi tdi dang nhin, birc twdng bén ngoai cua khu xuong due vii khi bi
nd tung, Mot chién binh Cyclops ngd vao trong, d6 dp 1én ban an. Tyson quy xuong dé gifip, nhung da qua nudn. Anh chang Cyclops d6 tan bién trong
16p bim bién.

Céc tén khong 16 cta quan ddi phuong dang tién v& 16 twong thing. Tyson nhiit chily ctia chién binh vira hy sinh. Cau 4y hét Ién diéu gi d6 véi nhig
ngurdi ban th rén cia minh — chiic 14 “Vi thdn Poseidon!” — nhung voi cai miéng dAy bo dau phong, nd nghe nhu thé, “PO TU PONG.” Tét ca cac chién
hiru cua cau ay déu cAm ]ay bua va duc, hét 16n, “BO DU PHONG!” va theo sau Tyson lao vao trén chién.

ROi canh i thay d6i. Toi & cing Ethan Nakamura trong doanh trai ké thi. Nhitng gi toi théy khién t6i rimg minh, mot phan vi quén dich qua dong, mot
phén vi t6i nhan ra dugc noi

Ching t6i dang ¢ trong khu rimg xa x6i héo linh 6 New Jersey, trén mdt con duong hu hong xubng cap, voi day céc cira hang xAp xé va cac bang
quang cao rach nat. Mot hang rao da bi giamnat bao quanh mot cai san lon day cac birc tuwong xi méng. Bién hiéu phia trén ctra hang that kho doc vi
dugc viet bang ki€u chit thao mau dé, nhung t6i biét no viet gi: Noi Buén Ban Tuong Than Lin Gitt Ctra Ctia C6 Em.

Toi da khong nghi dén noi niy trong nhiéu ném qua. C6 nhién n6 hoan toan bi b hoang, Cac birc twong da bi giy va dwoc phun v& cac hinh graffiti. Mot
burc trgng than rirng bang xi ming — Chui Ferdinand cta Grover — da mat mdt canh tay. Mot phan mai ctia ctra hang da bi danh sap. Mot dau hién mau
vang lon dugc dan trén cénh cira c6 chit: SUNG CONG.

Hang trim lu vai va cac dong lira trai bao quanh khu dét ctia C6 Em. Téi nhin thiy chi yéu I cac quéi vat, nhung ciing ¢ mdt vai tén linh danh thué
con nguoi voi dong phuc chién trdn va céac 4 than trong cac bg 4o giap. Mot ngon co mau den va tia duge treo bén ngoai cira hang, duoc canh gitt boi
hai t€n khong 16 Hyperborean c6 da mau xanh duong.

Ethan ngdi thu lu bén déng lira gin nhét, hai 4 thin khac ngdi ké bén, dang mai sic cac thanh kiém ctia ching. Céc canh cira ciia cira hang mo ra va
Prometheus budc ra.

“Nakamura,” héin goi. “Ong chii mudn n6i chuyén véi nguroi.”

Ethan canh gidc dimg ddy. “C6 chuyén gi khong 6n sao?”

Prometheus cudi. “Nguoi nén hoi ong dy.”

M6t trong hai & than con ngdi lai cudi khic khich. “Rét vui dugc biét ong.”

Ethan chinh lai dai deo kiém va di thing vao cira hang

Trir 16 hdng trén mai, noi nay van y nhu nhitng gi toi con nhé. Céc birc tuwong ctia nhitng ngudi bi kim kinh s dimg dong ctmg gitta lc thét vang. Trong
khu vire quan an nho, nhiing chiéc ban picnic da duoc chuyén sang mot bén. Negay gitta may pha s6 da may lam 4m banh quy cy la mot cai ngai bing

vang. Kronos ngdi udn ra trén d6, ludi hai dé ngang trong long. Hin n¥c quan Jeans va 4o phong, nét mét dam chiéu gAn giong mot ngum thuong —
gidng ban sao tren ctia Luke ma t6i nhin thiy trong canh mong, dang cau xin than Hermes n6i cho hén ta nghe vé s6 ménh ctia minh. Roi Luke nhin thiy



Ethan, va khu6n mét héin nhéin nhé trong mdt ny cudi rat lanh king, Doi mét vang cta hén sang ruc.
“Nay Nakamura. Ngwoi nghi thé ndo vé chuyén di ngoai giao lic chiéu?”

Ethan tAn ngAn. “Toi chic 1 Ngai Prometheus 1 nguoi thich hop hon dé néi...”

“Nhung ta hoi nguroi.”

Con mit t6t con lai ciia Ethan liéc 1én liéc xudng, lru ¥ dén céc linh gac dang dimg quanh Kronos. “T6i... tdi khong nghil Jackson s& dau hang. Khong
bao gio.”

Kronos gat dau. “Nguwoi con mudn noi thém gi véi ta khong?”
“Kh-khong, thua ngai.”

“Trong nguoi lo Fing thé, Ethan.”

“Khong, thura ngai. Chi 13... t6i nghe néi day 1 hang 6 cta...”

“Medusa? Diing vy, ddy chinh la noi d6. Mot noi that dang yéu, nhi? Khong may, Medusa da khong téi tao lai ké tir khi Jackson giét ba ta, viy nén
nguoi dimg lo Bing vé chuyén tré thanh mdt phén trong bd suru tip clia ba ta. Ngodi ra, ¢6 nhidu ngudi con nguy hiém hon nhiéu trong can phong nay.

Kronos nhin qua phia gi khéng 16 Laistrygonian dang nhdm nhoam nhai mén khoai tay chién. Kronos vay tay va gi khdng 16 bat dong, Miéng khoai tay
treo lo ling trong khong trung nira chirng giita tay va miéng cua ga ta.

“Sao lai bién ho thanh d4,” Kronos dic y hoi, “khi nguoi ¢6 thé dong bang chinh thoi gian co chi?”
Doi mit vang ctia héin nhin xody méit Ethan. “Gior ndi cho ta thém mot didu nita. Chuyén gi d xay ra t6i hom qua trén Cau Williansburg ha?”
Ethan run iy bay. Nhitng giot md hdi dang dua nhau xuét hién trén tran ciu ta. “T6i.. toi khong biét, thua ngai”

“C6, nguoi ¢6 biét.” Kronos dimg bét ddy khoi ngai ctia hén. “Khi ngwoi tan cong Jackson, ¢6 diéu gi d6 da xdy ra. Mot diéu gi khong ding im. C6
gai, Annabeth, nhdy vao chan duong nguoi.”

“C6 ta mudn ctru hin.”
“Nhung héin khong thé bi thurong,” Kronos n6i nho. “Chinh nit ngwoi da tréng thiy diéu do.”
“Toi khong thé giai thich diéu d6. Biét dau c6 ta quén thi sao.”

“Cb ta quén,” Kronos n6i. “Duing thé that. Oi troi, t6i da quén rang ban minh khong thé b thwong va i chiu mdt dao ho cho cau ta. Oi cha. Néi cho ta
nghe, Ethan, ngwoi da nham vao dau khi nguoi ddm Jackson?”

Ethan nhiu méay. CAu ta siét chit tay minh nhur thé dang cAmmdt cay dao va dién lai mdt ct dam. “T6i khong rd, thira ngai. Moi chuyén dién ra qua
nhanh. T61 khong nham vao bat ctr diém cu thé nao a.”

Nhirng ngon tay ctia Kronos gb nhe 1én hrdi hi ctia hin. Giong hén lanh king:
“Ta hiéu r6i, hin ta ndi bang cai giong day lanh 18o. “Néu tri nhé ctia nguoi tot hon Ién, ta mong...”

Dot nhién ngudi dimg dau ciia céc Titan cau may lai. Tén khdng 16 dimg trong gdc tré lai binh thurdng va miéng khoai tdy chién roi vao trong miéng hén.
Kronos loang choang Itii lai, ngdi phich xudng ngai ctia minh.

Ethan v6i bude én phia trurde. “Thura ngai?”

“Ta...” Giong ndi thét yéu 6t, nhung chi trong mdt gidly d6 chinh 1 giong ndi ciia Luke. Roi nét it Kronos danh i, Hiin ta dua tay kn va tir tir cong
nhing ngdn tay lai nhu thé hin dang bude chiing phai nghe 161

“Khong c6 g, hin ta n6i, giong hin ta lai trd nén lanh king va sit da. “Mot sy kho chiu nho dy ma.”
Ethan cang théng liém mbi. “Anh ta van dang chéng lai ngai, phai khong a? Luke...”

“V¢ van,” Kronos dap manh kén thanh ngai. *“Lap lai 10i Ko toét d6, va ta s& cat dirt hudi ngwoi ngay. Linh hon cua théing nhoc d6 d bi tiéu tan. Ta don
gian chi dang thich nghi véi cac gidi han ctia co thé ndy. N6 can dugc nghi ngoi. Picu d6 that kho chiu, nhung khong co ngoai su bat tién nhat thoi nay.”

“Theo... theo nhu ngai néi, thua ngai.”

“Nguoi!” Kronos chi ludi hai vao mdt con dracaena miic 4o giap xanh luc va doi virong mién ciing xanh Iuc. “Nir hoang Sess, phai khong?”’



“Plnggggg, thua ngai”

“Diéu ngac nhién nho nho ciia ching ta d4 sin sang dé tung ra chura?”

Nir hoang dracaena nhe nanh ra. “O, thua vAngggge, thura ngai. That | mdt bt ngooood nhé thi vi ddy al”

“Tuyét,” Kronos ndi. “Bao anh trai Hyperion cuia ta dua quén chii hrc phia nam vao Central Park. Nhing dira con lai d6 s& gap phai hon loan dén ndi
chiing s& khong thé tu bao vé 1ay chinh minh. Lui ra di, Ethan. Hay c0 céi thién tri nhé cia nguoi di. Ching ta s€ lai ndi chuyén khi ching ta chiém dugc
Manhattan.”

Ethan cti chio, va gidc mo ctia toi lai chuyén thém mot kan cudi cing, Toi thy Nha Lon ¢ trai, nhung n & mdt thoi dai khéic. Ngdi nha dugc son méu do
thay cho mau xanh duong nhu hién tai. Céc trai vién dang & bén dudi san bong chuyén cé cac kiéu toc cua dau thap nién 90, cac ki€u toc d6 chic chan
s€ giip ho mdt tay trong vi€e gilt cac con quai vat tranh xa.

Bac Chiron dung ¢ mai h16n, dang tro chuyén voi thin Hermes va mot phu nit dang bong mot hai nhi trong tay. Toc bac Chiron den va ngin hon bay gio.
Than Hermes méic b quan o chay b6 va doi giay thé thao c6 canh quen thuoe. Ngudi phy nit cao va xinh dep. Ba 4y c6 mai toc vang, doi mat sang va
ny cudi thén thién. Prra bé ba dy dang &m ngo ngudy khong yén trong tAm chin méu xanh duong, nhur thé Trai Con Lai 1 noi cudi cing né muén dén.

“That vinh dy khi nguoi ¢ mit & ddy,” bac Chiron ndi véi nguoi phu nir, mic dau giong bac iy nghe day lo king, “Da mot thoi gian dai ké tir khi mot
nguoi thuong dugce phép co mit o trai.”

“Dimg khuyén khich ¢ 4y,” than Hermes cin nhin. “May, em khong thé lam diéu d6.”

V6i sur kinh ngac, t6i nhdn ra ngu6i phu nir mi t0i dang nhin thdy chinh i ba May Castellan. Ba dy trong chang g10ng chut nao so voi ba ma 61 da gap.
Ba 4y duong nhur tran ddy stre séng — mau ngudi ¢6 thé mim cudi va im cho moi ngudi quanh ba 4y cam théy d& chiu.

“Qi, dimg lo Fing qua nhiéu nhu thé,” ba May n6i, dung dira hai nhi trong tay. “Moi ngudi dang cAn mdt Oracle phai khong nao? Ngudi cii chét bao lau
roi nhi, hai muroi nam?

“Lau hon,” bac Chiron néi ddy budn rau.

Thén Hermes dua hai tay Ién trong s tirc gian. “Anh da khong ké chuyén d6 voi em dé em dé nghj im didu d6. N6 rét nguy hiém. Chiron, noi cho ¢
ay nghe.”

“Ding thé,” bac Chiron cénh bao. “Trong nhidu néim qua, t6i da khong cho phép bét cir ai thir am diéu do. Ching toi khong biét chinh xéc dicu gi da
xdy ra. Con nguoi dudng nhu mat di kha ning trd thanh Oracle.”

“Ching t6i da suy nghi k§ vé didu d6,” ba May néi. “Va em biét minh c6 thé im diéu d6. Hermes, ddy i co hdi ctia em dé im diéu gi d6 ¢6 ich. Emda
dwoc ban ting mon qua vé khéa ndng nhin thiy nhitng diéu nguoi thuong khong thé nhin thiy & ¢6 1y do ca.”

Toi mudn hét Ién bao ba May Castellan ngimg lai. Toi biét diéu gi sdp xay ra. Cudi cling t0i cling hiéu durge cude doi ba y da bi hity hoai nhu thé ndo.
Nhung t61 khong the di chuyén hay n6i thanh tiéng,

Than Hermes trong dau kho hon 14 lo Fing, “Em khong thé két hon néu em trd thanh Oracle,” dng Ay phan nan. “Em ciing khong thé gip anh duoc nita.”
Ba May dit tay minh Ién canh tay 6ng. “Em khong thé ¢ anh i méii, dung khong? Anh s& lai nhanh chéng sng tiép. Anh bt tir co na.”

Ong 4y dinh phan d6i, nhung ba May 4 4p ban tay lén ngyc 6ng. “Anh biét dicu d6 1a sur that ma! Bung ¢b bod qua cac cam gidc clia em. Ngodi ra, ching
ta dd co mdt dira con dang yéu. Em van c6 thé nuoi day Luke néu em I mit Oracle, ding khong?”

Béc Chiron ho kh&. “Pung ’thé, nhung cong bang mi ndi toi khong biét diél} d6 s& anh huong thé ndo t6i linh hon ctia Oracle. Mot ngudi phu nit da ¢6
con— theo nhur t6i dugc bict — dicu nay chura bao gio xdy ra trude day. Néu linh hon khong chiu nhén...”

“N6 s€ nhin,” ba May khang khing,

Khong, t6i mudn hét én. N6 s& khong,

Ba May Castellan hon con minh va dira né cho thin Hermes. “Em s& quay lai ngay.”
Ba éy trao cho ho mdt nu curdi tu tin cudi clng va leo Ién céc bac thang,

Bac Chiron va than Hermes di t6i di lui trong im king, Dira bé ngo ngudy lién tyc.

Anh séng i xanh Iy thép séng moi cira s6 ctia ngdi nha. Céc trai vién nglmg choi bong chuyén va nhin chéim chéim lén géc xép. Mot con gié lanh budt
thoi qua cac canh dong dau.

Than Hermes 4t ciing d4 cam nhan duoc diéu do. Ong 4y hét én, “Khong! KHONG!”



Qng by déy dira bé vao tay bac Chiron va chay Ién mai hién. Trude khi 6ng dy cham dugc vao canh cira, budi chiéu day ndng da mét di sw yén finh boi
tieng hét day kinh hai cua ba May Castellan.

Toi ngdi bét ddy qua nhanh khién dau t6i dap manh vao khién ctia mdt ngudi ndo do.

“ ‘C)i! 2

“Xin 161, Percy.” Annabeth dang dimg ngay phia trén ti. “T6 chi mudn danh thire cau day.”

To6ixoa xoa’déu minh, ¢b gIﬁ s‘ach cac qémh mf)ng d?iy budn phién vira r6i.‘ Pot nhién géi hiéu dqqc khé nhiéu didu: ba May Castellan da cb §r6 thanh
Oracle. Ba ay da khong bict vé loi nguyén cta thian Hades ngan can linh hon Delphi tiep nhén bat ctr vat chu nao khac. Ca bac Chiron va than Hermes
cting the. Ho cang khong bict trude rang khi ¢6 lam viée do, ba May c6 the s& mit tri, s& gap phai nhiig con dau khi d6i mat ba y toa ra anh sang mau
xanh lyc va ba ay s& thoang thay dugc cac hinh anh v& vun vé turong lai ctia con trai ba.

“Percy?” Annabeth lo king hoi. “C6 chuyén gi thé?”

“Khong ¢6 g, t6i n6i doi. “Cau... cau niic ap gidp lim gi vay? Dang 18 cau phai ndm nghi chir.”

“0, t6 6nma,” ¢ Ay néi, mic dau co Ay trong van xanh mét. C6 Ay hau nhur khong thé chuyén dong canh tay phéi. “Rurou thin va banh thanh da gitp t6
khoe hon.”

“Oi 6i. Cau thét su khong thé ra ngoai d6 va chién ddu dau.”

C6 4y chia ban tay khong bi gi va gitip t6i ddy. Dau toi van dap thinh thich. Bén ngoai, bau trdi c6 miu tia va do.
“Cau s& cn bt ctr ngudi ndo ma cau ¢6,” cd Ay ndi. “Té vira m6i nhin vao khién cia t&. C6 mot doi quén...”
“Di theo hurdng nam tién vao Central Park,” t6i noi. “Um, t6 biét.”

Toi ké cho ¢ &y nghe mdt phan céc gide mo. Toi bo qua canh mong vé ba May Castellan, vi nd qua budn dé ni dén. Toi cling b qua luon suy doén
cta Ethan v€ viéc Luke dang chong lai Kronos ngay bén trong co theé cua han ta. T6i khong muon Annabeth tiép tuc hy vong,

“Cau c6 nghi i Ethan nghi ngd vé diém yéu ciia cu khong?” ¢b dy hoi.

“Té khong biét,” t6i thira nhan. “Cau ta da khong n6i cho Kronos bat cir diéu gi, nhung néu ciu ta doan ra...”

“Ching ta khong thé dé cho cau ta hm diéu d6.”

“Té s& dap manh hon vao dau cau ta trong lAn t6,” t6i goi ¥. “Cau c6 bat ctr ¥ tuong gi vé diéu ngac nhién i Kronos da néi dén khong?”

C6 4y Jic du. “Té khong thiy bét cir diéu gi trén khién ca, nhung t¢ khong thich nhimg diéu ngac nhién.”

“Déng y.”

“Vay,” c6 dy i, “cau con ban cii vé viéc t6 di theo nira khong?”

“Khong. Cau wira danh bai to!”

C5 4y bat cudi, that tuyét khi nghe duge nu cudi d6. Toi nam Ay thanh kiém ctia minh, va chiing ti cling nhau di trigu tap doi quan

Thalia va nhirg nguoi dimg dAu cac nha dang doi ching t6i & Hb chira nurée. Nhitng ngon dén ctia thanh phd dang chiéu sang nhdp nhay trong anh
chidu hom. T6i doan phén I6n trong s ching ¢6 thiét bi hen gid tyr dong. Nhing ngon dén dudng toa sang quanh bo hd, khién it nurde va cdy ¢di trong

cang ron ron thém

“Chiing dang dén,” Thalia xéc nhén, chi mili tén bac vé hudng bic. “Mot trong sb nhing nguoi di trinh tham cta t6 vira m6i bao ring ching da bang qua
Song Harlem. Khong ¢ cach nao dé day Iti ching, D6i quén...” Co ay nhin vai. “N6 rat dong.”

“Chiing ta s& gjit chin chiing & cong vién,” tdi ndi. “Grover, cau san sang chira?”
Céu Ay gat dau. “Lic ndo ciing san sang. Néu cac tinh linh ty nhién ctia t6 ¢ thé ngan ching & bat cir dau, d6 chinh i dia diém Iy twong.”

“Diing vy, ching ta s& ]am thé!” mOt giong ndi khéc cat lén. Mot than rimg g khy va béo ning ninh len qua dém dong budc kn, suyt ng boi vap phai
cdy gido cuia chinh minh. Ong ta méc 4o gidp bang vo cay chi che dugc phan nira cai bung by cuia dng ta.

“Leneus?” t61 ngac nhién noi.

“Dlmg to ra qua ngac nhién thé chir,” ong ta gidn dbi. “Ta ki mot nguoi dimg dau Hoi dong, va cau da ndi ta tim Grover. Um, ta d tim thdy ciu ta, va ta



s& khong dé cho mdt nguoi chi 1 ngudi bi rudng bo inh dao cac thin rimg ma khong c6 s giip do cua ta!”

Phia sau lung Leneus, Grover lam céc dong tac khoa miéng, nhung vi than rimg gia cudi toe toét nhur thé ong Ay 1 vi ciru tinh ctia ngy. “S& khong bao
g0 so hai! Chiing ta s€ cho i Titan d6 thay!”

Toi khong biét minh nén cuoi hay Bimmit gian, nhung t6i ¢ khong biéu hién gi. “Unm... ding vdy. Bugc rdi, Grover — cau s khong don doc. Annabeth
va nha nit than Athena s€ 18p hang phong thu ¢ dy. Va t6, va... Thalia?”

Cb Ay vd vai toi. “Dimg ndi thém gi nira. D6i Tho Sin di sin sang.”

T61 nhin nhitng nguoi dung d?lu khac. “Piéu ndy khién cho cong vice cua toan bg cac cau cling r,éit quan trong. Cac cu s€ phai canh gilt cac 16i vao
Manhattan khac. Cac cdu bict Kronos quy quyét nhu thé nao. Han ta hy vong s& lam ching ta r6i tri voi doi quén cye ky 1on lan nay va dua mbt doi
quéan khdc len vao tir mdt cho nao khac. Cac cu phai chéic chin rang dieu do s& khong xay ra. Moi mjt nha da tu chon cho minh mbt céy cau hay
duong ham ca r6i cha?”

Nhirng nguoi dimg dau gat dau mt cach dit khoat.

“Viy chiing ta hiy bét tay ngay vao viée,” t6i n6i. “Moi nguoi, di san vui vé nhé!”

Ching t6i nghe duoc tiéng doi quan trude khi nhin thiy né.

Tiéng 6n d6 nhur tiéng sting dai bac tron 1an tiéng 6n trén san bong bau duc — nhur thé moi cd dong vién ciia d6i Patriots & New England dang tin cong
bon t6i voi cac khau chong ting bazooka.

Tai phia cudi bég cﬁa‘hé nuée, doi quan tién phong ctia ke thi di xuyén qua cac canh rimg — mdt chién binh méc 40 gidp vang dang dan dau mbt tiéu
doan cac tén khong 10 Laistrygonian voi nhitng chiée riu dong khong 16. Hang traim con quai vat khac ao ao di phia sau chiing,

“Vao vi tril” Annabeth hét lén.

Céc anh em trong nha ¢6 4y truon Ién. Ho dinh phén tan quén dich quanh hd nude. Dé dén dugc chd ching t6i, ching phai di theo cac con duong mon,
dicu d6 cd nghia chiing phai chia quan thanh nhieu toan nho hanh quén doc theo hai bén bo ho.

Lic dau, ké hoach dudng nhur ¢6 hiéu qua. Quan dich bi chia ra va di chuyén vé phia ching t6i doc theo bo hd. Khi ching duoc nira dudng, ching toi
bt d4u phan cong. Con dudng di b nd tung boi kira Hy Lap, ngay lp tirc thiéu d6t rat nhiéu quai vat. Nhing tén khac bi danh, nhan chim trong nhiing
ngon lira mu xanh luc. Cac trai vién nha nit thin Athena ném cic mic sit quanh cac tén khong I to 16n nhét va kéo ching ngil xudng dat.

Trong canh rimg bén phai, cac Tho San bén ra hang loat miii tén bac vao hing ngli quan thi, tiéu diét hai muoi hay ba muroi con dracaenae, nhung cang
thém nhiéu tén khac tién lén phia sau bon ching, M6t tia chdp kéu 1op bop roi xubng tir bau troi va nuéng mot tén khong 16 Laistrygonian thanh tro, va
01 biét Thalia &t phai str dung chiéu thirc “con gi thin Zeus” ctia ciu Ay.

Grover dua séo 1én va thdi mdt giai diéu nhanh. Mot tleng gAm vang Ién tir cac canh ring & hai bén hd khi timg ngon cay, hon d4, va bui ram duong nhu
phat ra linh hdn ctia minh. Cac nir than cdy va cac thin rimg dura cao di cui ctia ho va tAn cong, Cac cdy quén 1& quanh cac con quéi vat va xiét ching
dén chét. Co moc quanh chan ctia cac cung thi i phurong, Cac hon da bay 1én va danh manh vao mit d4m dracaenae.

Quén dich van tiép tuc tién v& phia trude. Cac tén khdng 16 tong manh vao cic ngon cay va cac nit thity than bién mét khi cac ngudn sdng ciia ho bi tiéu
diét. Cac con cho ngao dia nguc tan cong nhitng con s6i, danh ching vang ra xa. Cac cung thu ctia ké thii ban tra lai tén kira va mdt Tho Sén roi xuong tir

mot canh cay cao.

“Percy!”” Annabeth nim Iy tay toi va chi vé phia ho chira nu6e. Ga Titan trong bd o gidp vang khong chd cac doi quan ctia han tién 1én & hai bén. Hén
truc tiép tan cong, dang budc di trén mat ho, hudng thang vé phia ching toi.

Mot qua bom lira Hy Lap n6 ngay phia trén du hén, nhung hén ta chi viéc ngira 1ong ban tay Ién va hit nhirg ngon lira khoi khong khi.
“Hyperion,” Annabeth ni véi sy so hai. “Than anh sang. Titan ciia phurong Dong.”
“T¢ khong?” t61 hoi do.

“Gan bing véi Atlas, ng ta 1 chién binh Titan vi dai nhat. Trong nhifmg ngdy 6 xua, bon thén Titan kiém sodt bon goc thé gii. Hyperion trén it
phuong Bong — 1a ngudi manh nhat. Ong ta Ia cha ctia than Helios, vi than mit troi dau tién.”

“T& s& cAm chan hiin,” t6i cam doan.
“Percy, ngay ca cu ciing khong thé...”
“Hay gitr cho céc canh quan ctia cau sat canh bén nhau nhé.”

Ching t6i dung hing phong vé quanh hd nude 1 ¢6 1 do. Toi tp trung vao nude va cam nhan duoc stirc manh ctia n6 dang tran khiip nguoi toi.



Toi chay nhur bay trén mét nurde, tién vé phia Hyperion. Piing r6i, anh ban. Hai chiing ta ¢6 thé cling nhau choi trd do.

Cach t6i chimg sau mét, Hyperion vung cao kiém Ién. D6i mit hiin y hét nhitng gi t6i da thiy trong gidc mo ciia t6i— vang nhur mét Kronos nhung sang
hon, gidng nhur hai it troi thu nho.

“Théng 161 con thin bién,” hiin nhin t6i. “Ngwoi i dira d lai by Atlas vao bén dudi bau troi phai khong?”

“Piéu d6 ching kho khin gi” t6i noi. “Anh em Titan céc ngwoi déu sang nhu nhitng chiée v thé duc cta ta vay.”

Hyperion gam gir. “Ngwoi mudn sang?”’

Toan than hén bién thanh mbt cot anh sang va nhiét. DU da quay mét di, nhung t6i van bi ba mt.

To6i vung thanh Thuy Triéu lén theo ban ning — vira kip lc. Ludi kiém ctia héin ta chém manh vao ludi kiém ca t6i. Mot kin song va cham tao ra mot
vong nudc khoang ba mét toa ra khap miit ho.

Mit t6i vin bong rat. T6i phai tit 4nh sang ctia hin m6i dugc.
Toi tap trung tao ra mdt con séng triéu va nh n6 lao ngwoc lai. Ngay khiné va cham, t6i nhay én cudi diu ngon séng,
“AHHHHHH!” Con song dam sam vao Hyperion va hin ta ngd xudng, 4nh sang ctia hén ta tit ngim.

Toi dap xudng trén mit hd ngay khi than Hyperion Iom com dmg day. Chiéc 4o gidp vang clia hin wét siing, DOi mét hin khong con sang choi nita,
nhung chiing van dang dang sat khi.

Hiin ta rong Ién. “Nguoi s& bi thiéu séng, Jackson!”
Hai thanh kiém ctia ching t6i lai cham vao nhau va khong khi tran ngép khi ozone.

Cuc chién vin dién ra 4c liét quanh t0i va hén. O cénh phai, Annabeth dang dén dau mdt cudc thn cong clng anh emnha ¢6 dy. O canh trdi, Grover va
céc tinh linh tu nhién cua céu ay dang tap hop lai, bay ké thu voi céc bui cay va co dai

“Choi di1 11 ddy,” Hyperion bao véi toi. “Ching ta Ién dat dau nao.

Toi vira dinh dap lai bang mot vai cau thit thong minh, nhur “Quén di,” thi gal Titan hét lén. Mot birc tuong lye dam sam vao t6i gitta khong trung — giong
hét cai tro Kronos da am ¢ trén cau. Toi bay lui lai khoang hai tram ném muoi met va ddm sam xudng dat. Néu khong nho vao viéc khong thé b thirong
ctia t6i, t61 chac moi miu xuong trén ngudi toi da nat vun.

Toi dimg ddy, rén ri. “Ta thuc sy ghét khi i Titan cac nguoi m diéu d6.”

Hyperion lao vé phia t6i vi toe do chong nit.

Toi tap trung vao nurde, hap thu strc manh tir no.

Hyperion tﬁn cong. Han ta manh va nhanh, nhung hin ta duong nhu khong thé tin cong. Mt dét quanh chan hin ta van dang boc chéy, nhung t6i van
dang dap tat nd ngay cang nhanh hon.

“Ngimg ngay!” Ga Titan rong Ién. “Ngimg ngon gi6 do lail”

T6i khong 10 y hin ta 1 gi. Toi dang méi ban danh nhau,

Hyperion loang choang nhur thé b ai diy manh. Nudc phun khéip mét hén, chim vao niit héin. Ngon gié ngdy cang manh hon va Hyperion 1o déo I lai.
“Percy!” Grover goi Ion véi swr ngac nhién. “Sao cau lim duoc didu d6?”

Lam gi chir? Toi nghi.

R&i t6i nhin xubng, va t61 nhén ra minh dang dimg ¢ tam con bdo do chinh tdi tao ra. Cac dam may hoi nurde xody quanh t6i, nhiing ngon gi6 qua manh
da quét Hyperion tdi tap, dong thoi thoi rap cd trong ban kinh murdi tim mét. Quén doi phuong ném lao vao t6i, nhung con bdo da danh vang ching
sang hai bén.

“Tuyét,” toi Ambam “Nhung thém mdt chitt nita nao!”

Chép Ioe quanh ngudi t6i. Cac dam may den lai va mira tudn x6i xa hon. T6i tién gin dén Hyperion va thdi hin ta ngil sdng soai.

“Percy!” Grover lai goi I6n lan nita. “Mang hin qua day!

Toi quat va dAm manh vdo hin ta, dé cho cac phan xa clia toi lam diéu do. Hyperion hAu nhur khong thé tur phong v¢. Boi it hin ta van dang cb dbt



chay, nhung con bio da dép tit cac ngon kra clia hén.

Thé nhung t0i khong thé gitt mot con béo nhur thé ndy méi nii. Toi nhdn ra strc manh ciia t6i dang suy yéu. V6ind hre cubi cing, t6i ddy Hyperion bay
ngang qua chién trirong, thang dén noi Grover dang doi.

“Ta s& khong dé bi dua gion nhu thé nay!” Hyperion rong lén.

Hén ta cd dtmg Ién, nhung Grover dura cac ciy séo sdy cua cdu ta Ién moi va bat dau thoi. Leneus cing tham gia vao. Quanh ca khu rimg, Irf)i thé.n rung
déu cung hoa nhip voi ho — mbt giai diéu ky la nhur tiéng sudi roc rach chay qua cac hon da. Mt dat dudi chan ga Titan nirt ra. Cac 1€ cdy im mau quan
quanh chan han.

“Céi gi thé nay? ” héin ta phan khang, Han ta cb glu tung cac & cAy nhung hdn van con dang yéu strc. Céc 1é cdy ngay cang nhiéu hon cho dén khi hén ta
trong nhu thé dang mang mot doi gidy 6ng bang gd.

“Ngimng tro nay lai ngay!” hiin ta la I6n. “Phép thuat niy ctia bon nguoi khong phai 1 d6i thi cia mot Titan!”

Hin ta cang chong cu, 1é cy cang moc nhanh hon. Chiing cudn quanh nguoi hén ta, trd nén day hon va cimg hon, bién thanh mdt 16p vo cdy. Bo 40
giap vang ciia hdn tan chay trong 16p gd, trd thanh mdt phan ctia mdt gde cay lon.

Tiéng nhac van tiép tuc vang Ién. Céc doi quén ciia Hyperion ki lai trong sur kinh ngac khi ngudi linh dao ching dang bi hop nhit. Hén ta dang hai tay
minh ra va ching bién thanh céc canh cy, ttr 46 cac canh nhé hon chia ra va moc 1a. Cay moc ngay cang cao hon va day hon, cho dén khi chi con duy
nhat khuon mit ctia Titan 1§ ra & giita than cay.

“Cac ngwoi khong thé giam cam ta!” hén ta gimrti. “Ta | Hyperion! Ta l...”

V6 cay dong lai phia trén mit hin.

Grover Ky cy sdo ra khoi miéng. “Nguoi i mot cy phong rit xinh dep.”

thén rimg khéc ngt xiu vi kiét strc, nhung ho d hoan thanh xuét sc nhigm vy. Thn Titan bj giam gt hoan toan bén trong mdt cily phong khong 10.
Than cdy c6 duong kinh it nhat a sau met, véi cac canh viron cao khong kémbét cir cdy to nio trong cong vién. Cy ndy 6 I& phai ding ¢ ddy trong
nhicu thé ky nira.

D0i quan ctia i Titan bat dau rit lui. Tiéng ho reo vang 1én tir nha nix than Athena, nhung chién thing ctia ching toi da khong kéo dai.

Vi do Ia khi Knonos tiét 16 diéu ngac nhién ctia hén ta.

“EECCCCC!”

Tiéng kéu eng éc vang vong khiip vimg thirong Manhattan. Ca céc 4 than an 1 quai vat déu cimg ngudi vi khiép so.

Grover ban cho t6i mdt c4i nhin day hoang hdt. “Sao tiéng do lai gidng hét... Khong thé nao!”

Toi biét nhimg gi cau 4y dang nghi. Hai nam truée, ching t6i ¢6 duge mbt “mon qua” tir than Pan— mdt con heo rimg khong 16 d4 mang ching t6i di
bang qua mién Tay nam (sau khi n6 dinh hai glet ching t6i). Con lon rimg d6 ciing kéu eng éc, nhung nhimg gi ching t6i hién dang nghe thiy durong nhur
¢6 4&mcao hon, the thé hon, gan gidng... nhu thé con lon rimg c6 mot ngudi ban gai gian di.

“BECCCCC!” Mét con vt mau hong khong 10 bay liéng phia trén hd chira nurde — mdt qua khi ciu dc mdng ¢6 canh trong ngiy Macy’s Day.

“Mot con lon nail”” Annabeth hét Ion. “Nap ngay!”

Céc 4 than phén tan ra khi ¢6 lon ¢6 canh sa xudng, Hai canh ctia n6 ¢6 mau hong giéng miu ciia chtmhong hac, va n6 tiép mau vdi lan da rét dep trén
nguoi n6. Nhung that kho ma nghi né “dé thuong” khi nhitng chlec méng ctia né gidng manh 1én mit dat, suyt lm bién mét mot trong s6 cac thanh vién
nha nir than Athena. Con lon di Iong vong va d6n ngi mbt nira mu cdy, ¢ ra mdt dam méy hoi doc. Rdiné lai bay Ién, bay long vong dé chuén bj mbt
dot tAn cong moi.

“Dlg ¢ ndi véi t& | cai thir d6 dén tir thin thoai Hy Lap ddy nhé,” t6i phan nan.

“E 14 thé,” Annabeth dép. “D6 1 con Lon néi xtt Clazmonian. N6 1 ndi hoang ctia nhiéu thanh phd Hy Lap vao hdi dé.”

“Pé t& doan nhé,” 161 noi. “Hercules da danh bai nd.”

“Sai,” Annabeth n6i. “Theo nhitng gi t& biét dwoc, thi khong c6 anh hing ndo danh bai n.”

“Hoan hao,” t6i IAm bAm.

Doi quan ctia i Titan dang hdi phuc lai tir ¢t séc. Toi doan ching da nhén ra ring con lon khong dinh tAn cong ching,



Ching t6i chi ¢ duge mdt vai gidy trude khi ching sin sang dé tAn cong, va quéan ctia chiing t6i van chura hét hoang hét. Mi khi con lon céi ¢ to, cac
tinh linh tyr nhién ctia Grover lai hét Ién va bién mat vao nhiing cai cay cua ho.

“Con lon d6 phéi bién di thoi.” Toi tém Ay mdt c4i moc sat tir mdt trong céc anh chj em ciia Annabeth. “T6 s lo vundy. Céc cdu lo cho céc ké dich.
Péy ching I lai!”

“Nhung, Percy nay,” Grover ndi, thé néu bon t& khong am dirgc?”

To6inhan ra cau éy moi moi mét lam $a0. Phép thuat da that su rit can strc luc ctia cau éy. Annabeth trong cling khong kha hon rrﬁy do chién déu véi
mot bén vai bi thuong, T6i khong biét cac Tho San dang 1am gi, nhung cénh phai cua ké dich hién dang & gitra ho va chung toi.

Toi khong mudn dé céc ban minh lai trong tinh trang nguy hiém nay, nhung con heo d6 k hiém hoa I6n nhét. N6 s& phé hity moi thir — cac toa nha, cdy
¢0i, nhitng con ngudi dang ngti say. N6 phai bi chan lai.

“Céc cau cir it Iui néu can,” t6i ndi. “Chi can am cho ching chim lai. Té s& quay lai ngay khi t6 ¢6 thé.”

Trude khi toi kip d6i ¥, t6i quay tit day moc st nhur mot day thong long. Khi con heo xa xubng cho lan tan cong tiép theo ctia nb, t6i quang n6 1en voi tit
ca stre Iyre ciia minh. Cai moc quan quanh mdt bén gbe canh ctia con heo. N6 kéu eng éc voi sy gidn dir va d6i hudng, mang theo soi ddy va toi cling
bay lén troi.

Néu ban mubn di vé phia trung tam tir Central Park, 101 khuyén ctia t6i 1 ban hdy di bang tiu dién ngdm Cudi lon bay tuy nhanh honlai nguy hiém hon.

Con lon ndi bay wit qua ndc Khach san Plaza, théng tién vao mot con hém & Dai 16 Nam Ké hoach kiét xuét ctia t6i 1 leo 1én soi day thirng va tréo kn
lrng n6. Khong may, ti qua ban rdn voi viée dung dura qua lai dé tranh cac cot dén duong va vach ctia cac toa nha.

Thém mdt diéu khac t6i hoc duogc: d6 I viée leo day thimg trong tiét hoc thé duc. N6 hoan toan khéc hén so v6i viée leo 1én mdt soi ddy thimg diroc
dinh chat vao canh ctia mdt con lon dang di chuyén trong khi ban dang bay véi toc d6 mot tram dam mot gio.

T6i va con lon ron vong véo doc theo mdt vai khu nha v tiép tuc di vé phia nam trén Dai 16 Park.

Sép! Nay, sép! Liéc sang bén, t6i thiy Blackjack dang bay nhanh ké bén ching t6i, lao én lao xubng dé tranh déi canh ctia con lon.
“Cén than dAy!” T6i bao 1.

Nhay Ién di! Con Blackjack hi vang. T& ¢6 thé bt duoc cau— chéc chin ddy.

D{éu 16 ndi nghe ching thuyét phyc chit ndo. Nha ga Grand Central dimg yén ngay truée mit. Phia trén 16i Vao cong chinh la birc tuwong khong 16 ciia
than Hermes. T6i doan né da khong bi kich hoat vi & qua cao. Toi dang bay thang vé phia nd véi toc do khién mdt 4 than bi vd ra tirng manh.

“Hay cha y nhé!” Toi bao Blackjack. “T& ¢6 y nay hay im.”

Oi, khong, t& ghét cac y tudng clia cau.

T6i ding hét minh du nguoi lén trude. Thay vi dam sam vao birc tuong thin Hermes, t0i bay vong quanh twong, quan day thimg vao dudi canh tay cua
birc twong Toi nghif diéu d6 s& bude duroc nd, nhung t6i d4 danh gia thép dong luong cua mt con lon bay ning ba muoi tin dang bay. Ngay khia lon
giat manh tuong roi khoi bé cuia no, t6i tha tay ra. Than Hermes 1én dudng, thé chd cho t6i lam hanh khach trén chuyén bay, con i roi ty do xudng
duong phd bén dudi.

Trong mit gidy thoang qua, t6i nghi vé nhitng ngay khi me t6i con kim viée & cira hang banh keo trong nha ga Grand Central. Toi nghi s& t¢ thé nao néu
t01 tro mot dong md trén via heé ctia nha ga.

RO m)t cai bong lao xudng bén dudi i va thup — 10 dang & trén kng con Blackjack. D6 B mot vu ha canh chiing thodi méi chiit ndo. Sy that a khi toi
hét 16n “OlI!”, giong t6i & quing tim cao hon nhiéu so véi binh thirong,

Blackjack Am bam. Xin 16i, sép!

“Khdng sao,” t6i nghe rin rit. “Pudi theo con lon do!”

Con lon béo vira moi 1€ vao duong East 42nd va dang dinh vong lai Bai 16 Nam. Khi nd bay phia trén cac mai nha, t6i co thé nhin thiy cac dam chay &
khip noi | trong thanh phd. Chéc cac ban t6i dang gip khé khin lim day. Kronos dang tin cong vao mdt vai mit trin. Nhung vao lic nay, toi ciing dang

¢6 céc ric rdi ctia chinh minh.

Tuong thdn Hermes van dang treo ing ling & dudi bung con lon. N6 tiép tuc dap vao cac toa nha i xoay vong vong. N6 lao xubng phia trén mt tda
nha viin phong va bire turong than Hermes cay nat mot thap nudc & trén méi, im nude va gb ving tung toe khip noi.

Thé 16i t6i chot nay ra mdt y nghi.

T6i bao Blackjack. “Bay gin vao.”



N6 hy Ién phan dbi.
“Chi trong pham vi n6 c6 thé nghe duoc tiéng t6,” t6i ndi. “T4 can ndi chuyén voi bir twong”

Gios thi t¢ chic cu mét tri rdi, sép a, Blackjack noi, nhung n fim theo nhitng gi t6i yéu cau. Khi i dén dii gin ¢6 thé nhin thiy rd mit birc tuong, toi
hét 16n, “Xin chao, than Hermes! Chuoi Iénh: Daedalus Hai muroi ba. Triét ha lon bay! Bat dau kich hoat!”

Ngay lp tire, chan tuong dong ddy. N6 duong nhur bbi r01 khi nhan ra minh khong con ding trén dinh Nha ga Grand Central nita. Thay vao d6, nd lai
dwoc mdt con lon ndi c6 canh khong 16 ding day thirng quan quanh va dang bay gitra troi. N6 bi dap manh tir dau nay cho dén dau kia ctia mot toa nha
bang gach, va t6i nghi diéu d6 1am no hoi dién tiét. N6 Fic dau va bat dau leo lén soi day thimg

Toi nhin xudng dudng. Ching ti sép dén thur vién cong cong, ¢ d6 ¢6 hai con sur tir bang d4 hoa cuong I6n dimg hai bén bic n xudng. DOt nhién, mdt
v nghi ky quai vut dén — liéu cac brc tugng da ciing 1 cac rd bot khong nhi? Dicu d6 nghe it c6 kha nang, nhung...

“Bay nhanh hon!” Téi bao Blackjack. “Vong ra truréc mit con lon dy. Ché nhao né!”
Um, sép...

“Tin t& di,” 101 néi. “T ¢ thé lam diéu nay — chic chan ddy.”

O, chéc rdi. Chi biét bt chudc ngyra thoi.

Blackjack hrét nhanh trong khong khi. Néu mudn, n6 c6 thé bay cuc ky nhanh. Gio né dang & trude mét con lon, con tuong than Hermes dang cudi trén
lung con lon do.

Blackjack hi vang, May ¢6 mii thit lon x6ng khoi! N6 co chan sau va d4 vao mdm con lon va 1di lao xudng phia dudi. Con lon hét Ién véi sy gidn dit va
dudi theo.

Blackjack bay xudng v6i tbe do cao thing dén phia trurée cac bac n xubng cuia thur vién. Blackjack giam tde do vira dit dé toi nhay xudng, 1di n6 tiép
tuc bay ve phia cac ctra chinh.

Toi hét 16n: “Céc chi su tir! Chudi lénh: Daedalus Hai muroi ba. Triét ha lon bay! Bit du kich hoat!”

Hai con su tir d4 dtmg 1én va nhin t6i. Chéc ching nghi t6i dang chong gheo ching, Ngay lic 4y: “RRRRRRREC!”

Mot con quai vat day thit miu hong khéng 16 ha canh voi mot tiéng thich, im via hé nirt toac ra. Hai con sur tir nhin chiim cham, khong thé tin duoc Vao
su may mén ctia chinh minh, va lao dén. Cing liic, twrong thin Hermes bi bam dap nhay lén dau con lon va bt dau quét Ay quét dé khong throng tiéc

bang ciy iy y hiéu ctia ong ta. Mdng hai con s tir d4 vira khoe vira cuc ky sic nhon.

Toi rit thanh Thity Triéu ra, nhung chéing c6 i nhiéu danh cho t6i. Con lon tan bién ngay trudc mit ti. Toi gin nhu cam thiy thuong hai nd. Téi hy vong
n6 s€ gip duoc mdt anh chang lon rimg trong mo' dudi Tartarus.

Khi con quéi vat hoan toan bién thanh bui, hai con su tir va thdn Hermes nhin quanh day bdi réi.

“Gidr cac nguoi co thé bao vé Manhattan,” t6i néi v6i ching, nhung ching dudng nhu khong nghe thiy. Ching di xubi dan vé phia cudi Dai 16 Park, va
t01 nghii rang ho s& tiép tuc tim kiem cac con lon bay khac cho dén khi ai d6 tat ching di.

Nay, sép, Blackjack bao toi. Ching ta c6 thé nghi gi4i lao v6i mon donut khong?
T6i lau mdi hoi trén trén. “T6 ciing mubn Bm, nhung tran dnh van dang tiép dién.”

Su that, t6i c6 thé nghe durgc tiéng d6 ngly cang gin hon. Céc ban t6i dang can gitp do. Toi nhéy kén lung Blackjack va ching toi bay vé phia béc, vé
phia am thanh ctia cac vu no.

Ban dang doc truyén Vi Than Cudi Cimg dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 15: Bac Chiron dai tiéc

Khu trung tim Manhattan thanh chién truong, Ching ti bay qua phia trén cac cudc giao tranh nho diénra khép noi trong thanh phb. Mot gi khong 16
nhd bat cac cay trong Cong vién Bryant trong khi céc nit thin cdy bén nhu mura cac qua hach vao ngudi hén ta. O phia bén ngoai khéch san Waldorf
Astoria, birc turong ddng Tong thdng Benjamin Franklin dang cAm t& bao cudn tron ciing bang dong danh manh vao mdt con ché ngao dia nguc. Ba trai
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vién nha than Hephaestus chién ddu véi mt doi dracaenae & ngay giira Trung tim Rockefeller.

Toi nong long mudn dimg lai gitp, nhung t0i ¢6 thé ndi tir khoi va 4m thanh vang Ién réing chién truong thit sy da di chuyén xa hon vé phia nam. Cac
tuyén phong thu cua chiing t6i dang sap do. Ké dich dang tién dan dén Toa nha Empire State.

Chiing t6i lao nhanh phia trén khu virc phu céin. Nhom Tho Sén da lp tuyén phong thit & dudng 37th, chi céch c6 hai daly nha chéch vé huéng bc ctia
dinh Olympus. Phia déng, trén Pai 16 Park, Jake Mason ctng mdt vai trai Viéq nha Hephaestus khac dang dan dau mdt d6i quan tuong chong tra lai quan
dich. Phia tay, nha nit than Demeter va cac tinh linh ty npién clua Groyer da bien Pai }(f) Séau thanh mdt khu rimg nhiét d6i, trd mot doi cac a than theo
phe Kronos. Hién tai, mit tran phia nam hoan toan yén 6n, nhung nhi€u canh quan doi phurong luon 1o quanh d6. Chi mdt vai phit nita, chiing t6i s€ bi
bao vay hoan toan.

“Chiing ta phai dap xubng noi ho can ching ta nhat,” toi thi thAm

Noi ndo ciing mudn ca, thira sép.

To61 nhan ra mf)t la co bac ¢6 hinh chirqé quen thudc & goc dong nam cuia tran danh — tai duong 33rd cat duong ham thudc Pai 16 Park. Annabeth va hai
anh em ctia c6 ay cam chin mdt gi khong 16 ngudi Hyperborean.

“Bén kia!” Toi bao Blackjack. N6 lao nhanh vé phia trén chién.

Toi nhay khoi lung n6 va dap xubng trén du ga khong 16. Khi tén khong 16 ngude nhin én, t6i trrot xudng khoi mét hén ta, ding khién tin cong vao miii
hén trén duong xudng dudi.

“AAAAAA!” Tén khong 16 10 dao Iti lai, miu miu xanh durong chay xudng tir mili han.

Vira dap xubng via he, 61 lién cong chan chay tiép. Ga Hyperborean thé ra mdt in swong tréng va nhiét do lién giam xudng, Diém noi t6i vira moi dap
xuong gio duge phil boi mot 1op bang mong, con toi thi duge bao phit bdi mdt 16p swong gia, y hét nhir mdt cai banh donut phii duong,

“Nay, d6 xau xi!”” Annabeth hét I6n. Toi hy vong c6 Ay dang ndi voi tén khdng 10, chir khong phai vai toi

Anh chang Xanh duong gAm Ién va quay ngudi vé phia ¢d, dé 16 ra phan phia sau chin khong dugc bao vé ctia hén ta. Toi lao dén, va ddm manh vao
phia sau d4u gdi ctia hén ta.

“AAAHHHH” Tén Hyperborean odn ngudi xuong Toi cho ga quay lai nhung ca nguoi ga da dong thanh bang Y 61 14 g3 ta dung 13 da bién thanh mot
khdi bang cimg, Tir diém noi t6i da ddm, cac vét ran nirt tda lan khiip co thé hin ta. Ching ngay cang I6n hon va lan rong ra cho dén khi gi khong 16 v&
wun ra thanh mdt nii cdc ménh bang c6 mau xanh duong,

“Camon.” Annabeth nhiin mt, ¢6 éy lai hoi thd. “Con lon sao 1i?”
“Thanh m6n suon 1101, ti noi.

“Tét quéa.” Ban t6i xoay nhe bén vai bi dau. RS rang, vét thurong van chura khoi hiin, nhung c6 4y nhin thdy nét mit cta t6i va tron miét: “Té khong sao
ma, Percy. Di thoi! Chung ta con bo sét kha nhiéu ké dich.”

C6 4y ndi ding. Mot gid tiép theo ddi véi t6i B mdt sy mo hd. Toi chién dAu nhur thé toi chura bao dugce chién d4u tnrde day — tin cong vao cac dam
dracaenae; nao ha hang chuc con telkhine véi moi mot lan tan cong, tiéu diét cac con empousai va ha do van cac a than theo phe ké thu. Bat ké t6i danh
bai duoc bao nhiéu tén di ching nita, s6 quan thay thé ching cang dong hon.

Annabeth va t6i chay tir ddy nha nay qua day nha khac, co gilp cac hang phong thit ctia ching t6i chong d&. C6 quéa nhiéu cac ban bé ciia t6i dang nam
bi thuong trén céc con dudng. Qua nhiu ngudi dang bi miét tich.

Troi dan vé& dém va anh tring dan 1én cao hon, ching toi ki lai timg bude timg bude mot cho dén khi chiing t0i chi 14 vat chudéng ngai con sot duy nhat
bao quanh Toa nha Empire State ¢ moi hudng. C6 lic Grover chién d4u sat bén 61, ding dui cui ctia cau Ay danh manh vio dau nhimg nguoi phy nir
ran. Roi cau Ay bién mét trong d4m dong, va Thalia lai sat canh bén t6i, day hi i quai vat bang sirc manh ctia chiéc khién ma thudt cta ¢6 dy. Con
O’Leary lao ra tir mdt noi ndo do, quip Ky mot gi khong 10 Laistrygonian trong miéng va quing hén ta Ién trdi nhur mén do choi Frisbee. Annabeth dung
i tang hinh dé 1én ra phia sau hing ngii ké dich. Bt ctr khi ndo mdt con quai vat dot nhién tan bién di vi nhig Iy do khong 1d rang cing v6i vé mit day
ngac nhién ctia hin ta, t6i biét Annabeth dang & chd d6.

Nhung n6 van chua du.

Péu d6 bén tréi t6i, Katie Gardner ho 1on, “C6 tha bén dy dil”

Vin & 14 ching t6i chi 6 mdt vai ngudi, nhung phai bao vé tat ca moi thir. Ldi vao dinh Olympus & phia sau ti chi co su mét. Mot vong tron cac Tho
Séan va céc tinh linh ty nhién bao vé& cac canh ctra. T6i ddm va chém, tiéu diét moi thir trén duong cua t6i, nhung ngay ca t6i cling dang trd nén mét moji,
va t61 khong thé dong thoi co mat & khap moi noi.

Phia sau cac d6i quan ctia ke thi, mt vai ddy nha ¢ phia dong, mbt anh sang choi bét dau chiéu sang. Lic dau, 61 t mit troi moc. Nhung rdi t6i nhan ra
Kronos dang di vé phia t6i trén chiéc xe ngyra vang ctia hdn ta. Mudi hai tén khong 16 Laistrygonian cam dude di ¢ phia trrdc. Hai tén Hyperborean



da}ng cAm hai chiéc co mau den va tia cﬂz} hén ta. Vi thin Titan trong khoe Kkhodn va thoai mai, dﬁy strc manh. Hin ta dang tan dung loi thé vé thoi gian,
dé t6i tu lam chinh ban thin minh mét chét di duoc.

Annabeth xuat hién ké bén t6i. “Ching ta phéi i vé phia cAc ctra ra vao. C§ thi bang moi gia!”
C6 4y n6i dung. Toi vira dinh phét Iénh rit quén thi nghe duoc tiéng ti va ctia tho sin vang lén.

N6 cét ngang 4m thanh ctia tran chién nhu mdt tiéng chudng béo chay. m thanh dap tra ciia cac chiée t1 va vang Ién quanh ching t6i, vang vong ra cac
toa nha ciia Manhattan.

Toi liéc nhin Thalia, nhung c6 4y chi nhiu ny.

“Khong phai Tho San,” ¢d 4y quéa quyét véi toi. “Tét ca bon t& déu & day.”

“Vay thi ai?”

Tiéng tl1 va ngay cang lon hon. Téi khong thé n6i ching dén tir dau vi tiéng vang, nhung n6 nghe thé ca mdt doi quan dang dén gan.

T6i so rang s& c6 thém nhiéu quéan dich kéo dén, nhung ddi quan ctia Kronos ciing ling ting khong kém gi so v6i bon ti. Céc tén khong 16 ha dii cui
cua ching xuong. Céac con dracaenae thi rit Ién. Nigay ca hai tén khong 16 cam co cho Kronos ciing lo 4u ra niit.

Thé 1di, & phia bén tréi clia ching t6i, mdt trim con quai vat dong loat kéu 1o tiéng, Toan bd canh quan phia bic ctia Kronos lao ti. Toi nghi ching toi
s& bi giét chét, nhung ching khong tan cong, Chiing chay thang ngang qua chd chiing t6i dang dimg va dam sam vio canh quan phia nam.

Mot loat t va mbi phé tan man dém ’Khﬁng khi bi pha v&. Trong mot su chuyén chuyén dong mo nhat, nguyén mdt ddi ky binh XUt hién nhur thé ho
dang di chuyén véi toc d6 vrot qua toc do clia anh sang,

“Oi, bé yéu!” mdt giong néi rén ri vang kén. “MO TIEC THOI!”

Mot trdn mura tén bay qua du ching t0i va oi thiing vé phia ké thi, Eim bdc hoi hang trim tén qudi vat. Nhung d6 khong phai k nhirg mili tén thong
thurong. Ching tao ra cac &m thanh rit gao khi no bay, nhir WHEEEEE! Trong s6 cac miii tén d6, ¢ nhitng cai duoc gan chong chong, c6 nhimg cai lai
1a cac gang tay dam boc dé thay the cho mili tén.

“Céc nhan ma!” Annabeth hét Ién.

Mot doi quan Ngua Pony Thich Tiéc Tung bat ngd xuat hién giita ching t6i trong mdt md méau sic 1on x6n — nhitng chiéc 40 nhudm loang 16, cac mai toc
XU quén tit bay sic cau vong, nhitng chiéc kinh mét qua ¢ va cac khudn mit dugc son v&. Mot vai ngudi con ¢b nhitng cau khiu hiéu duge viét nguéch
ngoac ngang suon cua ho: NGUA THANG! hogc KRONOS TIEU!

Hang trim nhan mé dimg chat kin cac con phd. Bo ndo t6i khong thé xtr Iy duge moi thir t6i nhin thiy, nhung néu t6i 1 ké thiy, t6i s& bo chay trdi chét.

“Percy!”” Bac Chiron goi 16n tir phia bén'bién nhan mé hoang da d6. Bac 4y miic 40 giap tir thit hrng trd n, cAy cung sin sang trong tay, va bac iy dang
cuoi man nguyén. “Xin 16i bon bac da dén tre!”

“NAY!” M6t nhan m la Ién. “Chuyén trd sau. GIO PHAI QUET SACH LU QUAI VT PA!”

Anh ta ngim va Ién dan cho khiu sting bén son hai nong va ban mot loat son mau hong phén vé& phia mdt con chd ngao dia nguc ctia ké thil. Nude son it
hén da duoc hoa véi bui dong Celestial hodc thir gi do dai loai the, vi ngay khi nd roi xuong 16ng cho, con quai vat i Ién va bién thanh mdt viing chat
long mau den pha hong,

“NHUNG CHU NGUA PONY THICH TIEC TUNG!” mjt nhan mé khac hét Ién. “DOI SOUTH FLORIDA CO MAT!”

O du do6 bén kia chién truong, mdt giong miii nghén nghen dép lai, “BOI TRAI TIM TEXAS CO MAT!”

“DOI HAWAII SO HUU KHUON MAT BAN!” giong thir ba vang lén.

Day l didu tha vi nhit m t6i da timg théy. Toan bo quan nha thin Titan quay dau b chay, bi dy L boi mdt dot bong son, mili tén, kiém va gy dénh
bdng chay Nerf. Cac nhan mé giam dap 1én moi thir trén dudng di cuia ho.

“Khong duge chay, miy thing ngde kia!” Kronos thét Ion. “Dumg lai va AC!”

D6 1 cau n6i cudi ciing ctia hin vi gi khong 16 Hyperborean da hoang ht i lai va ngdi dé 1én phia trén ngudi Kronos. Vi than Thi gian d6 bién mit
bén dudi cai mong mau xanh duong ctia gd khong 1o.

Ching t6i ddy It bon ching thém vai dy phd nita cho dén khi bac Chiron hét Ion: “NGUNG! Hay lim theo 101 hira ctia cac cau! NGUNG!”

Diéu d6 that khong d& dang g, nhung cubi cing ménh énh d6 ciing dugc truyén Ién truyén xubng cac hang nhin mé, va ho bét dau ki lai, dé cho ké thi
thao lui.



“Bac Chiron thit khon ngoan,” Annabeth n6i, lau di md hoi trén trdn cd dy. “Néu ching ta dubi theo, ching ta s& phai dan mong quén ra. Ching ta can
tap hop lai”

“Nhung ké thu...”
“Ching khong bi d4nh bai,” c6 4y ddng y. “Nhung troi dang sang. it nhét ching ta c6 duge mot it thoi gian.”

Toi khong thich rit Iui, nhung t6i biét ¢6 Ay n6i ding, Toi dimg trong theo nhitng con telkhine cudi cling voi vi chay vé phia Song Pong. Sau do, toi mién
cudng quay lai va di thing vé phia Toa nha Enpire State.

Chung t6i thiét ip vanh dai quanh hai day nha, véi trai chi huy & Toa nha Empire State. Bac Chiron cho ching t6i biét rang P6i quin Ngira Pony Thich
Tiéc Ting da goi cac doi dén tir cac bang trén toan nude My — bén muroi ngudi dén tir California, hai nguoi dén tir Rhode Island, ba muroi dén tir
Illinois... Phong chirng gin nim trdm nhin mé d hudng tmg 11 hiéu triéu ctia bac Chiron, nhung ngay ca s6 rong thém nhur thé, ching t6i ciing chi ¢6
thé chiém duroc thém khong hon mot vai dy nha.

“Nay cau,” mdt nhin ma c6 tén Larry ndi. Chiée 40 phong nhan dang ctia anh ta ¢d dong chit, ANH CHANG SEP LON, d6i New Mexico. “Chuyén
nay thi vi hon nhiéu so v&i hoi nghi lan trude clia ching ta & Las Vegas!”

“Um,” Owen dén tir South Dakota ni. Anh ta mic mdt chiéc a0 khoéc bang da den va mdt chiéc mii linh thoi chién tranh thé giéi lan thir hai. “Ching ta
hoan toan quét bon ching!”

Béc Chiron vd vai Owen. “Céc cau lam tot im, ban ciia t6i, nhung dimg trd nén qua so suat ddy nhé. Khong bao gitr dugc danh gia thap Kronos. Gio
sao cac cau khong ghé qua quan trén duong West 33rd va an sang nhi? Toi nghe dgi Delaware da tim thay duoc mdt noi cat giau bia xa xi day.”

“Bia xa xil”” ho kéu lon. Ho gin nhur giim dap 1én nhau khi phi mrde dai vé phia do.

Béc Chiron mim cudi. Annabeth 6m chdm Iy bac 4y con con O’Leary thi liém Iy iém dé vao mit béac 4y.

“Ac,” bac Ay lu bau. “Du rdi, ché. Biing thé, ta ciing rat vui dugc gip lai may.”

“Bac Chiron, cam on bac,” to1 noi. Vi viéc da ctru bon chau.”

Bac Ay nhun vai. “Béc xin 16i vi da dé chau doi qua lau. Céc nhin mé di chuyén nhanh, nhur chau biét ddy. Ching ta ¢ thé bé cong khoang cach khi
chiing ta phi. Ngay ca nhur thé di nira, thi viéc tap hop tit ca cc nhan mé lai voi nhau khong phai 1 mdt nhiém vu dé dang. Doi quin Ngya Pony thich
Tiéc Ting hoan toan khong duge t6 chirc.”

“Sao bac co thé di xuyén qua duoc cac hang rao ma thuit bao quanh thanh phd thé?”” Annabeth hoi.

“Ching chi lam moi ngu6i cham lai mot ti thoi,” bac Chiron thira nhén, “nhung bac nghi myc dich chinh ctia ching 1 ngin con ngu6i khong vao thanh
pho. Kronos khong muon nhitng con nguoi yéu dudi chen vao con duong chién thang ctia han ta.”

“Néu thé thi cac canh quan ciru vién khéc c6 thé di xuyén qua,” toi ndi day hy vong,

Bac Chiron vubt rau. “C6 thé, mic dau thoi gian khong con nhidu. Ngay khi Kronos t6 chire lai d6i hinh, hidn s& lai tAn cong, Néu phia bén ta khong ¢6
dieu gi bat ngo thi...”

Téi hiéu diéu bac Ay mudn ndi. Kronos khong bi danh bai. Khong bao gio. Toinira hy vong Kronos da bi de bep bén dudi cai mong khong 16 cta tén
Hyperborean, nhung t6i biét 16 hon diéu d6. Hin ta s& quay lai, mudn nhét 1 vao tdi nay.

“Con Typhon

Khu6n mat bac Chiron toi sém lai. “Céc than dang dan kiét strc. Thin Dionysus da bj danh bai vao ngay hom qua. Typhon da dap v& xe ngira clia Ong
4y va vi thin rrou da roi xuong dau do trén dinh Appalachian. Khong ai con nhin thiy 6 ong 4y ké tir lic d6. Than Hephaestus cting da bj loai khoi tran
chién. Typhon ném éng ay tlr tran ch1en xuong manh dén ndi 6ng Ay da tao ra mjt céi hd nurée m6i & West Virginia. Ong Ay s& lanh lai, nhung s& khong
thg: sém gitip strc. Cac than khdc van dang chlen’dau Ho tinh kim chdm budc tién ctia Typhon. Nhung con quai vat da khong bi can bude. Hin ta s&
den New York vao gio' nay ngay mai. Mot khi han va Kronos hop stre lai...”

“Vay co i ndo danh cho chiing ta?”” t6i néi. “Ching ta khong thé cim cyr thém mdt ngiy nira.”

“Chiing ta phai lam,” Thalia néi. “T6 dang xem xét dén viéc dat thém mdt vai cai bay moi quanh vanh dai phong ngur.”

C6 4y trong gin nhur kiét strc. Ao khodc ctia c6 Ay 16bm dém bui ban va tro ctia bon quéi vat, nhung ¢d Ay ¢b dimg ddy va loang choang bude di.

“Bac s& gilip con bé,” bac Chiron quyét dinh. “Béc s& phai bao dam riang nhitng ngudi ban nhan mé ctia minh khong qué nhiét tinh v6i bia xa xi.”

Toi nghi “qué nhiét tinh” da tom tit duoc khé 16 v& Doi Ngwra Pony thich Tiéc Ting, nhung bac Chiron da chay di, dé lai minh t6i va Annabeth.



Co 4y lau nhét ciia nhimg con quéi vat khoi ludi dao. Toi da nhin thiy c6 Ay am diéu d6 hang trim lan, nhung t6i chua bao o nghi vé Iy do tai sao co
ay quan tam qua nhiéu vé con dao ay den the.

“ft nhit me cau van 6n,” t6i mo 1oL

“Néu ciu goi viée danh nhau véi Typhon 1 6n.” Annabeth nhin théing vao mét toi. “Percy, ngay ca khi c6 duoc su giip d& ciia cac nhin mé, t& bit diu
nght.”

“Té biét.” Toi ¢6 linh cam xAu ring dy i co hdi ndi chuyén cudi cling ciia t0i va Annabeth, va t6i cam thiy nhur thé c6 mot triéu diéu t6i da khong noi
voi ¢d ay. “Nghe ndy, cd mot vai... mdt vai canh mdng ma nit than Hestia da cho t¢ thay.”

“Y céu 1 vé Luke phai khong?”

Co I& d6 chila mot loi doan chic, nhung t6i c6 cam gidc ring Annabeth biét nhirg diéu t6i da khong n6ira. C6 18 ¢6 4y ciing da c6 cac gidc mo cia
chinh ¢6 ay.

“Um,” t6i n6i. “Cau, Thalia va Luke. Lin d4u tién cac cu gip nhau. Va lan cac cau gip thin Hermes.”

Annabeth tra dao vao vo. “Luke da hira anh 4y s& khong bao gid dé t¢ bi throng. Anh dy d ndi... anh 4y ndi ring bon t6 s& l mdt gia dinh m6i, va d6
s€ Ia mdt gia dinh tot hon nhiéu so voi gia dinh da c6 cuia anh ay.”

Anh miit c6 Ay goi cho t6i nhd vé anh mit ciia ¢6 bé bay tudi trong con hém— gidn di, so' hii va mudn c6 mot ngudi ban dén tuyét vong,
“Thalia ¢6 ni chuyén t6 lic s6m,” t6i néi. “C6 dy so...”
“Rang t& khong thé dbi dau véi Luke,” c6 Ay dau khd noi.

Toi gat dau. “Nhung c6 mot diép nira cdu nén b@ét. Ethan Nakamura duong nhu nghi ring Luke van con sdng bén trong co thé ciia hén ta, tham chi con
c6 thé dang chong lai Kronos dé€ gianh quyén kiém soat co the.”

DU Annabeth ¢6 gidu, nhung t6i ¢6 thé gan nhur nhan ra dau ¢6 Ay dang trién khai cac kha ning, hodc ¢6 thé bat dau hy vong
Toi thira nhan, “T6 da khong mubn néi diéu do voi cau.”

C0 4y nguéc nhin Toa nha Empire State. “Percy, da tir rat lAu r6i trong cudc doi 6, & c6 cam gide a moi thir dang ludn thay doi. Té khong c6 bét cir ai
dé tin cdy vao.”

Toi git dau. PO 1 diéu ma phan I6n céc 4 than déu c6 thé hiéu.

“T¢r da bo nha di khi mdi duge bay tudi dau. “Roikhi ¢ cimg Thalia va Luke, t6 nghi minh da tim thiy dwoc mdt gia dinh, nhung n6 gin nhu ngay Bp tire
tan bien di. Y t6 a... t& ghét khi bi phu long, khi moi thit chi 1a nhat thoi. Té nghi d6 1a Iy do cho viéc t& mudn trd thanh mdt kién tric su.”

“Dé xay thir gi d6 vinh ctru,” t6i n6i. “Chang han mdt cong trinh ton tai mit ngin nam.”

C6 4y nhin sau vao mit toi. “Td doan diéu d6 nghe nhur thé lai [ mot sai am chi tir ciia t6.”

Nhidu nm trurée & Bién Quéi vat, Annabeth d ndi véi t6i sai Am chi tir In nhét ciia ¢6 Ay chinh i sy ngao man — nght ring ¢b Ay c6 thé lam sira sang
duoc bat ctr thir gi. Toi tham chi con nhin thay dugc thoang qua khao khat tham kin nhat ctia ¢6 ay, duogc hién hién boi phép thuat ciia Ba chi emnha
Siren. Annabeth d2 tuong tugng ra hinh anh cha va me ¢6 ay 6 cling nhau, dang dimg trudc mot Manhattan méi vira duoe xay dung lai, do chinh
Annabeth thict ké. Va Luke cling c6 méit & d6 — lai trd thanh mdt nguoi tot, chao dén co ay vé nha.

“Té cho 1 16 hiéu duoc viée cu cam nhan thé ndo,” t6i néi. “Nhung Thalia néi ding, Luke da phan boi cau qua nhiéu lAn. Hain ta d nguoi xAu ngay ca
trude khi gip Kronos. Té khong nuon han ta 1am cdu dau kho thém 1an ndo nira.”

Annabeth biu mbi. T6i ¢6 thé ndi co Ay dang cb khong ndi gin. “Va cau hiéu 1 néu t6 van tiép tuc hy vong thi c6 kha ning 1 cau s& sai ddy.”
Toi quay mt di. Toi cam thiy minh d3 lam diéu t6t nhit c6 thé, nhung didu d6 khong khién t6i thiy kha hon chit ndo.

Bén kia duong, céc trai vién nha than Apollo dyng kén mdt bénh vién da chién dé cham soc nhitng ngudi bi thurong — mudi hai trai vién va gin thém
chirng d6 cac Tho San. T6i nhin cong viée ctru thuong, va nghi vé cac co hdi phong thit mong manh doi voi dinh Olympus...

Va dot nhién: T61 khong con & d6 nita.

Toi dang ding gitra mdt quan bar dai ban thiu v6i cac buc tuong mau den, cac bién hiéu bang dén neon, va mot nhomngurdi Ion dang tiée ting. Mot
biéu ngit cing ngang giita quan mang dong chir, CHUC MUNG SINH NHT, BOBBY EARL. Tiéng nhac dong qué phat ra tir cac c@p loa. Nhitng

nguo’l dan ong to 16n méc quéan jeans, 4o so mi dong phuc tu tap trong quan bar. Cac ¢6 phuc vu ban mang cac khay thirc ubng va hét vao nhau. Py
chic chén chinh xac 1 noi me t6i s& khong bao gio cho t6i dat chan



Toi bi ket cling & cudi phong, ké bén phong vé sinh (mii khong dugc thom tho cho Fim) va hai c4i miy choi game arcade c6 xua.

“O, tt qua, cau da & ddy,” mdt ngudi dan ong dang choi trd Pac-Man cat tiéng, “LAy cho ta lon Coca danh cho ngudi an kiéng ndo.”

D6 la mbt ngudi dan dng map va lin dang e mot chiéc 40 somi Hawaii da béo, quin limg mau tia, d6i gy chay bo mau do va tt den. Céch an méic
4y khién 6ng ta khong hop voi dam dong. Mii ong ta ¢6 mau do troi. Mot dai bang duoc quén quanh méi toc den quén tit nhu thé ong ta vira mdi binh
phuc tir cén bénh chin dong ndo.

Toi chop mit. “Ngai D?”

MEit khong roi man hinh, ong ta tho dai. “Thét 13, Peter Johnson, ngwoi phai mét bao lu mdi c6 thé nhan ra ta nhi?”

“Ciing bang khoang thoi gian 6ng c6 dé nhd duoc tén t6i,” t6i ku bau. “Ching ta dang & dau a?”

“Sao, tiéc sinh nhat ctia Bobby Earl,” thin Dionysus néi. “Dau dé & mot ving qué xinh dep ctia nurdc My.”

“T6i twong Typhon da dap 6ng té tir trén troi xudng, Ho bao ong da ha canh khén cip.”

“Syr lo ling ctia ngwoi that cam dong, Ta d ha canh khén cap. Pau ra phét dy. That ra, mt phan co thé ta Vﬁn con dang viii bén dudi mdt dong dat da
sau ba muroi mét trong mot mo than bé hoang. Phai mat thém mdt vai tiéng nita trurde khi ta ¢ da strc manh d€ hoi phuc lai. Tuy nhién, trong lic cho
doi, mit phan y thirc ctia ta ¢d mat ¢ day.”

“O quén bar, choi tro Pac-man sao?”

“Dy tiéc,” than Dionysus ndi. “Chic nguoi cling da cd nghe vé diéy d6. Bét clr noi ndo ¢4 tiéc, (jéu ¢6 sy hién dién cﬁa’ta. Vi diéu do, ta c6 thé tdn taify
nhiéu noi khac nhau trong clng mit ic. Céi khd duy nhat 14 tim kiém mdt bira tiéc. Ta khong biét liéu nguoi c6 chi y dén moi viée nghiém trong nhur thé
nao bén ngoai bong bong an toan bé xiu ctia nguoi & New York...”

“Bong bong an toan bé xiu?

.. nhung tin ta di, con ngudi & bén ngoai, ngay tai trung tim nurde My dang hoang so. Typhon da lam cho ho khiép sg. Chi con mbt vai ngudi dang | t6
cerc céc bira tiéc. Hinh nhwr Bobby Earl va nhitng ngudi ban ctia hin ta, chic phuc cho ho, hoi kém thong minh mot ti. Ho chiing biét thé gidi sdp dén
nghy tin thé.”

“Vay... t61 khong thue sy co mat & day?”
“Khong. Chi trong lat nita thoi, ta s& dua nguoi quay trd vé cude sdng tim thurong binh thudng ctia nguoi va nhu thé khdng ¢6 chuyén gi xay ra viy.”

“Va sao 6ng lai dura t6i dén day?”

Than Dionysus khit miii. “O, ta khong phai diic biét muén ngwoi. Bat cir ai trong s6 cac anh hing ngd ngin nhur ngwroi déu ¢6 thé duoc ta goi toi. Cai con
bé Annie...”

“Annabe

“Dicu quan trong 13, ong ta n6i, “ta dwa ngwroi dén vao I bira tiéc dang dién ra vi ta mudn dura ra mdt canh bao. Ching ta dang gip nguy hiém.”
“Bo,” t0i n6i. “S& khong bao gior nghi ra duge diéu d6. Cam on ngai.”

Thin Dionysus nhin trimg trimg vao ti va quén trd choi ctia minh trong gidy Iit. Con Pac-Man b xoi tai bi mdt con ma mau do.

“Erre es korakas, Blinky!” thAn Dionysus nguyén ria. “Ta s& Ay mang may ngay bay gio!”

To6i nhéic, “Um, hin ta chi A mdt nhén vt trong game thoi ma.”

“Dlmg c6 ma bién hd! Va nguroi dang im hong tro choi ciia ta ddy, Jorgenson!”

“Jackson chir!”

“Gi cting durge! Gior thi nghe ddy, tinh hinh nghiém trong hon nhitng gi ngwroi nghi. Néu dinh Olympus bi that tho, khong chi cac than s& bién mét, mi moi
thir géin ién v6i di san ctia chiing ta ciing s& bét dau tan rd theo. Mbi mdt co cu ctia cai nén vin minh nho bé yéu 6t ciia ngwoi..”

Trd choin nhac va Ngai D Ién cip 254.
“Ha!” 6ng ta la 16n. “Chiu chét nhé, d6 quy str dé hoi kia!”

“Um, co cau ctia nén vin minh,” t6i nhic.



“Ding, ding. Toan bd xa hdi loai ngudi ctia nguoi s& tan bién di. C6 thé khong phai ngay lap tirc, nhung hay nhé lay 10 ta, thoi hdn mang ctia cac thin
Titan c6 nghia 14 sur két thiic ctia nén van minh phuong Tay. Nghé thuat, ludt phép, nghé thuat ném ruou, amnhac, trd choi dién tir, 4o so'mi lua, cac bire
tranh v& trén nén vai nhung den — tit ca nhiing thir khién cude doi nay déng dé trai nghiém déu s& bién mat!”

“Vay sao cac thin khong voi vang quay tré vé& dé gitip ching t6i?” 61 ndi. “Chiing ta s& két hop hai canh quén & dinh Olympus. Quén Typhon di.”
Ong ta st rudt bung ngon tay. “Nguoi quén lon Coca danh cho ngudi in kiéng ciia ta ddy nhé!”

“Than thanh oi, 6ng khé chiu qué di mét.” Toi vy ¢ phuc vu, goi mdt lon Coca ngd ngan. T6i cho n6 vio hoa don thanh toan ciia Bobby Earl.
Ngai D udng mot hoi dai. P6i mét ong ta chua bao i roi khoi tro choi. “Sw that Iy, Pierre...”

“Percy.”

. cac than khéc s& khong bao gio' thira nhin diéu ndy, nhung chiing ta that sur can con ngudi nhu ngwoi ciru d]nh Olympus. Nguoi ciing biét, ching ta
]a hién thin ctia nén van hoa ctia cac nguoi. Néu cac nguoi khong dit lo Fing dé tw minh giai ctru dinh Olympus...”

“Gidng than Pan,” t6i n6i, “dua vao than rimg dé ctru Iy thién nhién hoang da.”

“Um, dtng vAy. Ta s& phil nhan ring minh d4 timg n6i diéu nay, di nhién, nhung céc than can cac anh hing. Ho luon can. Néu khong, ching ta s& khong
gitt nhitng dira nhdc nhd xiu uoén choc tire ching ta bén canh.”

“T6i cam thdy minh thit déng gid. Xin camon.”
“Hay str dyng bai huin luyén ma ta da tp duot cho nguoi lic & trai.
“Bai hudn huyén nao?”

“Ngwoi biét ma. Tét ca céc k§ xao anh hing do va... Khong!” Ngai D dép tay én bang diéu khién ctia méy choi game. “Na pari I eychi! Cp cudi cing
ciia tal”

Ong ta nhin ti va ngon lira mau tia Bp loe trong doi méit 6ng ta. “Theo nhur ta nhd, ta da c6 Jin dy bao ring nguoi s& trd nén ich ky nhur tit ca cac anh
hing con ngudi khac. Um, déy i co hoi dé ngiroi chimg to cho ta thiy didu d6 1 khong ding ”

“Diing thé, viéc 1am ong tu hao nam tht sy cao trong danh sach cua t61.”

“Pedro, ngwoi phai ctru dinh Olympus! Hay dé Typhon lai cho cac vi than va ctru Ky chiée ghé sirc manh ctia chinh ching ta. Ngwoi phai m duoc diéu
dor”

“Tuyét. Mot cudce tan chuyén dé throng, Gio néu ngai khong phién, cac ban t6i s& dang tw hoi...”
“Connira,” Ngai D canh bao. “Kronos van chua ¢6 duoc toan bd stte manh. Co thé ctia con ngudi chi la mot phurong thire tam thoi”
“Chuing t6i ciing doan thé.”

“Va thé cac nguoi cling da doan dugc rang chi trong mbt ngay nita khong hon, Kronos s& dbt chéy co thé con ngudi d6 va nhan Iy hinh dang that sy
cta Vua céc than Titan khong?”’

“Va diéu d6 c6 nghia 1a...”

Thén Dionysus b thém xu vao may. “Ngwoi da biét vé hinh déng that sw ciia cac vi thin.”

“Um Khéng ai ¢6 thé nhin ho ma khong bi dbt chay.”

“Kronos s& manh hon gip mudi ln. Sy hién dién cta héin thoi ciing s& d6t ngwroi ra tro. Va mot khi héin ta dat duoc didu d6, hén ta s& truyén tin cho cac
than Titan khac. Ching hién dang rdt yéu, so Vi nhitng gi ching s& nhanh chong tr6 thanh, trir khi ngwoi c6 thé ngin ching lai. Thé gi6i s& sup dd, cac vi
than s& chét, va ta s& khong bao gidr dat dwoc diém tuyét dbi trén cai may ngu ngbe ndy.

L& ra t6i nén s¢ hii, nhung thu that, t6i da so ngang voi 1ndi s md 161 8 ¢6.

“Gio t6i di duge chura?”” t6i hoi.

“Piéu cudi cing. Con trai Pollux ctia ta. N6 van con song chir?”

Toi chép niit. “Con, i cubi khi toi nhin thdy cau dy.”

“Ta s& danh gid cao néu nguoi c6 thé gitr cho n6 con séng, Ta da mét ngudi anh trai Castor ciia né vao nim ngoai...”



“Toi da biét.” Toi liéc nhin 6ng ta, cb gdi tron y nghil ctia minh quanh y trdng rang than Dionysus co thé 1d mdt nguoi cha chu ddo. Toi t hoi ngay lic nay
¢6 bao nhiéu vi thin trén dinh Olympus khéc dang nghi vé nhitng dira con 4 than ciia ho. “Téi s& cb hét sirc.”

“C6 hét sirc,” than Dionysus im bam. “Un, chéing phéi diéu d6 ciing lim yén long sao. Gi thi di di. Ngwoi s& c6 mdt vai ngac nhién kho chiu dé gidi
quyét, va ta phai danh bai Blinky!”

“Ngac nhién khé chiu?”

Ong ta vay tay, va quan bar bién mt.

Toi lai quay lai Pai 16 Nam. Annabeth van & nguyén d6. C6 dy khong c6 bt cir dau hiéu nio cho thiy rang t6i dd bo di hay bat cir diéu gi khac.
Cb 4y bat gap t6i dang nhin chdm chim va cau may. “Sao thé?”

“Um... khong c6 g, t6 doan thé.”

Toi liéc vé& cubi con durong, tur hoi Ngai D mudn n6i gi khi dé cap dén cac ngac nhién khé chiu. Pidu d6 s& t¢ dén mirc nio?

Doi mit t6i dimg lai & mot chiée xe mau xanh durong bi hur nat. Nip xe ¢6 nhimg vét 15m xudng thit xau xi, nhur thé ai d6 da cb dé nén n6 thanh mot vai
miéng ho 16n. Da t6i ngira ran. Sao chice xe d6 trong quen the nhi? R6i t6i nhdn ra d6 13 mot chiee Prius.

Chiéc Prius ctia duong Paul.

T6i lao nhanh v& phia cudi duong,

“Percy!” Annabeth goi Ion. “Cau bo chay di dau thé?”

Duong Paul ngii lim sau vo-Eing, Me t6i ngéy nho nh6 canh ong. Tri dc t0i trér thinh mot chit dic sét. Lam thé nao ma trude ddy i lai khong nhin thiy
16 nhi? Ho da ngoi day trong luong giao thong nay hon mdt ngy troi, cac cude chicn dau dicn ra dir doi quanh ho, va tdi thim chi da khong thém cha y
den.

“Ho... ho chiic da nhin thiy cc 4nh sang miu xanh dwrong d6 trén bau troi.” Toi gidt manh cac canh ctra nhung ching déu khéa. “Té phai dia ho ra
khoi xe.”

“Percy,” Annabeth nhe nhang néi.
“Té khong thé dé ho & day!”” Giong n6i ctia t6i nghe hoi dién cudng, T6i dap manh vao kinh chén gié. “T6 phai dira ho di. T phai...”

“Percy, ci... binh finh da ndo.” Annabeth vy tay goi bac Chiron, hign dang ni chuyén véi mdt vai nhan méi & cudi day nha. “Chiing ta 6 thé ddy xe vao
mdt con duong nhd, duoc khdng? Ho s& on thoi.”

Hai tay t0i run ban bat. Sau !f’lt ca nhitng gi ti da trai qua trong mot vai ngiy vira qua, toi cam thay minh that qua ngu ngdc va yéu 6t, nhung hinh anh vé
cha me t6i khién t6i nhur muon guc ngdl.

Bac Chiron phi mrde dai toi. “C6 chuyén... Oi, troi. Bac hiéu roi.”
“Ho dén dé tim chau,” t6i ndi. “Me chau 4t da cam nhan duoc didu gi do khong ding”
“Rét c6 kha ning,” bac Chiron ni. “Nhung Percy, ho s& on thdi. Nhimng gi tot nhét ta c6 thé lam cho ho 1 tap trung am tdt nhi¢m vu clia minh.”

R t6i nhdn ra ¢4 thir g d6 & ghé sau ctia chiéc Prius, tréi tim t0i héng mot nhip. Pugc théit ddy an toan ¢ phia sau me 01 & mot chiée binh Hy Lap ¢6
mau den trang cao khoang chin tac. Nap ctia nd van duge quan day da thude dé day cho kin.

“Khong phai vy chir,” t8i i nhi

Annabeth chdng tay Ién cira s6 xe. “Dicu d6 I khong thé! Té tuéng cau da dé cat nd & Khach san Plaza.”
“Con khéa trong him ” t6i thira nhan.

Bac Chiron nhin céi binh va doi mit bac ay mo 16n. “Bo khong phai 1...”

“Binh Pandora.” Téi ké cho bac 4y nghe vé cudc gip mit giita t6i va Prometheus.

“Vay  chiéc binh thudc vé chéu,” bac dy n6i ddy dirt khodt. “No s& di theo chéu va xii gie chdu m6 n6 ra, it chéu c6 di dén bét clr dau. N s& xuat
hién khi chau yéu long nhat.”

Nhur hién tai, t6i nghi. Nhu viéc nhin vao ma khong duoc giip duoc gi cho cha me toi.



Toi trong tuwong hinh dnh Prometheus dang cudi, qua nong long gitip cho nhimg con ngudi pham trén ti nghiép chiing t6i. Hay tir bo Hy vong, va ta s&
biét rang cau dang dau hang, Ta cam doan Ia Kronos s& khoan dung,

Con gian trao 1én trong t6i. T6i rit thanh Thity Tridu va cét doc ctra s ngudi li xe nhu thé né | mdt miéng man boc thure phim
“Ching ta s& kéo can s v& s6 khong,” t6i noi. “Pua no ra khoi ddy. Va mang c4i binh ngu ngde do 1én dinh Olympus.”
Bac Chiron git dau. “Mot ké hoach that tot. Nhung Percy nay...”

Cho di bac dy dinh néi gi, bac 4y lién 4p ting, M6t tiéng dong I6n ctia may moc vang Ién tir phia xa xa — d6 I tiéng chop-chop-chop ctia mot chiée trre
thang,

Vio bubi sang thir Hai binh thuong 6 New York, diéu ndy ching phai i chuyén g to tat, nhung sau hai ngiy im king nhur 6, mot chiéc trye thang cta
ngudi thuong la diéu ky quai nhét ma t6i da timg nghe. Cach mdt vai ddy nha & phla dong, cac con yéu quéi hét 1on tiéng va ché nhao khi chiée truc
théng xuit hién trong tam nhin. D6 14 kiéu may bay dén dung duoc son mau do thim, v6i logo c6 mau xanh huc sang “DE” & bén suwon. Hang chit dudi
Jogo qua nho dé doc, nhung t6i biét ching viét gi: TP POAN DARE.

C6 t6i thit chit lai. Toi nhin Annabeth va t6i ¢6 thé n6i ¢d 4y ciing nhan ra duoc cailogo d6. Truc thing do chimg ndo, mit Annabeth d6 chimg do.
“Cb ta dang Am gi & day thé?”” Annabeth ging hoi. “Sao ¢6 ta lai di qua dwoc céc hang rao?”

“La ai?” bac Chiron trong bdi rbi. “Tén ngudi thudng d6 chic dii dién khing,..”

Dot nhién, chiéc phi co lao dau vé phia trudc

“Biia chii ctia Morpheus,” bac Chiron thét thanh. “Tén phi cong ngu ngdc d6 dang nga!”

Toi nhin ddy khiép so khi chiéc truc thing nghiéng sang hai bén, roi thang xudng mdt diy cAc toa nha vin phong, Ngay ca khi né khong lao 4m xudng,
cac than khong khi chic chén s& quat ho ra khoi bau troi vi dd dén gin Toa Nha Enpire State.

T6i dAn mit ra dimg d6, nhung Annabeth da huyt sao va Guido — con pegasus tir dau do lao vut xubng,
Quy cb da goi mdt anh chang ngua dep trai diing khong? n6 hoi.

“Di thdi, Percy,” Annabeth cau nhau. “Ching ta phai ctru ban ctia cau.”

Ban dang doc truyén Vi Than Cudi Cuing duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 16: Chung toi c6 dwgce sy giup do tir mot tén trom

Pay Ia dinh nghiia ctia t6i vé tir chéljg vui chiit ndo. Cudi mdt con pegasus vé phia mdt chiée truc thing dang mit kiém soat. Néu Guido khong phai 1
mot tay bay qua gidi, thi chiing t6i at da bi bam nhé nhur cac manh confetti.

Toi c6 theé nghe thély tiéng kéu thét ctia Rachel ¢ phia bén trong, Vi mbt vai Iy do ndo do, 6 4y da khong budn ngii, nhung t6i ¢ thé nhin thy ngudi phi
cong do up nguoi Ién trén bang diéu khién, ndy ngudi I8n xuong khi chiée tryc thing canh ctia mdt toa nha van phong,

“C6 ¥ gi khong?” toi hoi Annabeth.
“Céu s& cudi Guido va ra khoi ddy,” c6 dy noi.

“Cau s€ lamgi?”

Dé dép lai, c6 Ay n6i, “Hyah!” va Guido dimbd xudng,
“Cti xubng!” Annabeth hét Ion.

Ching t6i bay ngang qua qua gn cac canh quat dén ndi toi cam Fhéy nhur e phét ra tir cic canh quat dang but hét ca méi toc ctia toi. Ching toi bay
doc theo mdt bén suon may bay va Annabeth nhoai nguoi nam lay canh cira.

D6 13 khi moi thir trd nén xéu di.

Mt bén canh ctia Guido dap manh vao mdy bay. N6 roi thing xudng véi t6i & trén keng, dé Annabeth treo lo ling & mdt bén swon méy bay.


http://ebookfull.net

Toi so'héii dén ndi 01 hau nhur khong thé nghi dugc diéu gi, nhung khi Guido lao xubng theo hinh x0én Oc i thoang nhin thiy Rachel dang kéo Annabeth
vao bén trong chiéc tryc thang,

“Binh tinh nao!”” t61 hét 1én véi con Guido.
Canh cua 01, né rénri. N6 da bi hong.

“Cau im duge ma!” Toi ¢b nhé lai nhimg gi Silena thudng ndi voi chiing t6i trong cac budi hoc cudi ngwra pegasus. “Hay tha 1ong canh ndo. Hay dudi nd
ra va ludt di.”

Chiing t6i roi xuéng nhu mdt hon d4 — xudng thing via hé cach ching t6i chin muroi mét phia bén dudi. Vao phit cuéi, Guido da dudi hai canh ciia minh
ra. T6i nhin thdy cac khuon it cta cac nhan ma dang ha hbc miéng nhin ching ti. RSi ching toi Iy lai dwoc thing bang, ludt thém mdt doan khoang
muroi Bm mét va ngil nhao xubng trén via hé — Pegasus phia trén 4 than.

Oi! Guido rén ri. Chan t6i. Dau ti. Cénh ctia toi.

Bac Chiron phi nhanh lai voi tii thube va bit dau chira tri cho ¢

Toi dimg day. Khi t6i nhin Ién, tim t6i mudn nhay khoi 1ong ngire. Chiée truc thing chi con vai gidy nita thoi s& ddm vao canh ciia toa nha.

Thé rdi, nhur ¢6 phép la, may bay tur 18 sang phéi. N6 quay mot vong rdi dimg im giita khong trung. RSi rit chim, nd bét du ha canh.

Viéc d6 dudng nhur kéo dai mii mai, nhung cudi cing chiée true thang cling da dap Xuong gitta Pai 1o Nam. Téi nhin xuyén qua kinh chén gié phia trude
va khong thé tin vao nhiing gi toi dang nhin thiy. Annabeth dang ngdi trudc bang diéu khién.

Toi chay nhanh vé& phia trde khi cac canh quat quay chdm lai dé ngimg hin. Rachel mé cénh cira & hong méy bay va kéo vién phi cong ra khoi do.

C6 4y van mic gidng hét nhu lic ¢6 Ay dang di nghi vi quan so6c ngiin, o phong va xéing dan. Mai toc ¢d Ay rdi i va khudn miit ¢6 4y xanh mét do
chuyén bay kinh hoang,

Annabeth leo ra sau cung,
To6i nhin ¢6 dy day kinh sg. “Td khong biét cau c6 thé lii duge may bay truc thing”

“T¢ ciing thé thi,” ¢6 Ay noi. “Cha t6 qué say mé voi hang khong. Ngoai ra Daedalus ¢6 mot vai ghi chép v& cc loai may bict bay. To chi iy ra céc suy
doan tot nhat ctia t¢ danh cho viée bay. The 1a xong,”

“Cau da clru mang séng cta 161, Rachel noi.

Annabeth xoay nhe ba vai bi tlnrqng ctia minh. “Duoc rdi, tm... Pung tao thanh thoéi quen la duge. Cau dang lam gi & day, Dare? Cau khong biét
khong dugc bay vao ving cé chién su sao?”’

“T6i...” Rachel liéc nhin toi. “Toi phai dén day. Toi biét Percy dang gip rdc roi”

“T6i da hiéu,”Annabeth cau nhau. “Um, hai nguoi cho phép t6i nhé, i c6 mdt vai ngudi ban bi thirong mé 6 phéi chiim séc. Rat vui khi cau 6 thé ghé
qua, Rachel.”

“Annabeth...” t6i goi lon.

C6 4y dimg ding bo d

Rachel ngdi tom xudng trén & duong va 6m Ky dau minh. “T¢ xin 161, Percy. Té khong dinh... Té luon 1am réi tung moi thir.”

Thét kh6 Khi tranh ci véi 0 Ay, thé nhung t6i rét mimg khi thy c6 &y an toan. Toi nhin vé huéng Annabeth da bo di nhung c6 y bién mét hoan toan
trong dam dong. Toi khong the tin vao nhitng gi ¢ dy vira m6i lam — ctru song Rachel, dap miy bay tryc thang an toan, va bo di nhur thé chuyén do
chang cé gito tat ca.

“Khong sao dau,” t6i néi véi Rachel, mic dau nhitng 10i ctia toi nghe thit gia dbi. “Vay thong diép ma cau mudn chuyén i gi?”

Cb Ay nhiu miy. “Sao cau biét dugc dicu d6?”

“Mot gidc mo.”

Rachel khong hé ngac nhién. C6 4y gidt gidt cai quin so6c ngin ciia minh. N6 duoe phi ddy cac hinh v&, diéu do ciing khong c6 gi la voi ¢o Ay, nhung

t01 nhin ra dugc nhitng lgylﬂéu d6: nhiing chir cai Hy Lap, céc birc vé tir cac hat cﬁz} trai, cac hinh v& phac théorvé cac con quai vat va khuon niit cia
céc vi than. T6i khong hiéu lam thé nao Rachel ¢6 thé biét duge mdt vai diéu trong s6 d6. C6 ay chua bao gio dén dinh Olympus hay Trai Con Lai.



“T¢ ciing da nhin théy durgc rat nhidu thir,” c6 Ay thi thim. Y t6 I khong phéi nhin xuyén qua Man Swong Ma. Lan niy khac han. Té da dang v céc
burc tranh, viet nhitg dong...”

“Bang chit Hy Lap cd,” t6i noi. “Cau c6 biét ching n6i gi khong?”

“D6 1 nhitng gi t& mudn ndi véi cau. Té da hy vong... trm, néu cu di nghi cing v6i gia dinh t6, t& hy vong cau ¢6 thé gitip t6 hiéu 15 didu gl dang xay ra
VOi 16,

C0 4y nhin 01 van nai. Da Rachel rdm ndng vi da ¢ bién trong vai ngly qua. Mili c6 dang 0t da. Toi vin chua hét séc khi c0 Ay ty minh dén ddy. C6 dy
da bude ga dinh cat ngan ky nghi cta ho, dong ¥ theo hoc & mot ngdi trrdng dang ghét, va bay trye thang vao mot trén chién quai vat chi dé gap t6i. Voi
céach ctia chinh minh, c6 ay cting diing cam khong kém gi so vdi Annabeth.

Nhung s& xdy ra voi 0 Ay véi nhing cénh mdng d6 that sy khién toi s chét khiép. C6 thé d6 i diéu da xéy ra véi nhing ngwoi ¢ kha néing nhin qua
Man Suong Mu. Nhung me t6i chura bao gio n6i bét cir diéu gi nhur the. Va nhitng 10 cta nif than Hestia vé me Luke lai vang lén trong dau toi: Ba May
Castellan da di qué xa. Ba ay da c6 nhin thay qua nhicu.

“Rachel,” t6i ndi, “Td ude gi td biét. C6 1§ ching ta nén hoi bac Chiron...”

Cb 4y bé co ram lai nhur bi dién giat. “Percy, ¢6 didu gi d6 sip xay ra. Tro kira bip d6 s& két thiic trong cai chét.”

“Y cau la gi? Céi chét ctia ai co?”

“T6 khong biét.” Rachel nhin quanh day s¢ hii. “Cau khong cam thy diéu d6 sao?”

“D6 c6 phai 1 thong diép cau mudn ndi véi té khong?”

“Khong phai.” Co dy ngiip nglmg, “T& xin I0i. T6 ndi nhitng cau khong dau khong dudi nhur thé, nhung y nghi d6 chot dén trong dau t6. Thong diép t6
da viet trén bai cat lai khac. N6 ¢ ca tén céu trong d6.”

“Perseus,” t6i nh¢ lai. “Bang chit Hy Lap cb.”

Rachel git du. “T6 khong biét y nghia ciia n6 1 gl. Nhung t6 biét 13 nd quan trong. Cau phai nghe né. N6 néi: Perseus, ngwroi khong phai 1 ngudi anh
] N 2

T6i nhin chdm cham c6 4y nhur thé c6 Ay vira tat vao nit toi. “Cau da di hang ngan diam chi dé noi voi t6 ring T6 khong phai B ngudi anh hing sa0?”
“Piu d6 rat quan trong,” Rachel khiing khiing. “N6 s& tac dong dén viéc cau lam.”

“Khong phéi nguoi anh hing ctia i tién tri?” t61 hi. “Khong phai nguoi anh hing s& danh bai Kronos sa0? Y cau | sa0?”

“T6... & xin 161, Percy. DO 1 tit ca nhitng gi t6 biét. TG phai noi véi cau vi...”

“Nao!” bac Chiron cham réi di ti. “Déy at i ¢6 Dare.

T6i mudn hét 1én bao bac 4y di chd khac, nhung di nhién t6i da khong lam thé. Toi c6 kiém soat cam xiic ctia minh. Toi cam thay nhu thé toi cd mdt con
bao gian dir khac dang xody tron quanh toi.

“Bac Chiron — ddy 1a Rachel Dare,” t0i néi. “Rachel — ddy I thiy gido ctia 6, bac Chiron.”
“Chau chio bac,” Rachel riu rinéi. C6 dy tréng chang ngac nhién chit nao khi nhin thay bac Chiron I mdt nhan ni.
“Chau khong ngi, quy c6 Dare,” bac 4y nhdn ra. “Va chau lai i con nguoi nira?”

“Chdu | con nguoi,” c6 4y cong nhan, nhu thé do 1 mit y nght thit phiéq mudn vay. “Chil phi cong ngii ngay khi may bay bay ngang qua con song,
Chau khong hi€u sao chau khong ngt. Chau chi bict chau phai dén day, dé canh bao cho Percy.”

“Canh bao Percy?”

T6i d& 1oi. “C6 4y nhin thdy nhidu thir. Viét nhing dong chit va v& cac birc tranh.”
Bac Chiron nhudn miy. “That vy sao? Ké cho bac nghe ndo.”

Cb 4y ké cho béac dy nhitng diéu ma c6 4y da n6i véi toi.

Bac Chiron vudt rau. “Quy c6 Dare ndy... ¢ 1§ ching ta nén néi chuyén.”

“Béc Chiron,” t6i budt mi¢ng thot ra. Toi dot nhién nh lai hinh anh khing khiép ¢ Trai Con Lai vao nhitng ném 1990, va tiéng thét clia ba May Castellan
phat ra tir can gac xép do. “Béc... bac s giip Rachel, ding khong? Y chau I, bac s&€ canh bao ¢6 ay rang c¢d ay phai that can than véi nhitng chuyén



nhu thé ndy. Khong duoc di qué xa.”

Pudi bac ve vay nhur n6 van thuong Bim khi bac 4y lo Fing, “Bing thé, Percy. Bac s& ¢b hét strc dé tim hiéu chuyén gi dang xay ra va dua cho quy co
Dare day nhimg 16 khuyén hiru ich, nhung viée nay s& phai mat mot it thoi gian. Trong khi chdr doi, chdu nén nghi ngoi di. Ching ta da dua xe cua cha
me chau dén noi an toan. K¢é thit hién duong nhu khdng cé dong tinh gi. Ching ta da p dét cac girong ngu trong Toa nha Empire State. Hay ngti mit
lat

“Moi ngudi déu bao chéu di ngd,” t6i cau nhau. “Chau khong can ngi.”

Bac Chiron ¢ mim cudi. “Gan day chau c6 nhin lai chinh minh chura, Percy?”

Toi liéc nhin xubng 40 quan toi, hién déu bj chéy xém, bi thidu trui, bj cat va xé rach tir céc cude chién khong ngét vao dém qua cta toi. “Chéu trong nhu
xac chét vay,” toi thira nhan. “Nhung bac nghi 13 chau c6 thé ngh sau nhitng gi d3 xay ra sao?”

“Chéu c6 thé khong bi throng trong tran chién,” bac Chiron quo trach 61, “nhung diéu d6 s& chi lamcho co thé chau nhanh mét moi hon. Bac nho
Achilles. Bat cir khi nao chang trai d6 khong chién dau, cau ta déu ngl. Cau ta phai ngi hai muroi lan mdt ngdy. Chau, Percy, cling nén nghi ngoi di. Chau
1a niém hy vong duy nhat cta ching ta.”

Toi rmon than phién rang t01 khong phai la hy vong duy nhét ciia moi nguoi. Theo nhur Rachel, 61 tham chi khong phai la m6t anh hing. Nhung céi nhin
trong niit bac Chiron thé hién 16 mdt diéu ring bac 4y s& khong mudn cé cau tra 1oi “khong” tir toi.

“Chac ro1,” t6i can nhan. “Hai nguoi ¢t ndi chuyén dia.”

T6i & budc vé phia Toa nhi Empire State. Khi t6i ngoai dau nhin lai, Rachel va bac Chiron vira di wira trd chuyén mdt cach nghiém chinh, nhu thé ho
dang thao luan cho vi€c chuan bi I tang vay.

Toi tim thiy mot chiéc girdng con tréng & trong sanh, chéic chéin ring t6i s& khong bao gid ¢6 thé ngi dwoc. Mot gidy sau, hai it t6i nhim tit lai.

Trong céc gidc mo cta toi, 161 dd quay trd lai khu viron cia tmn Hades. Vua cua nhiing ngudi chét dang di t6i di Iui, dang Ky tay 6m chiit vao hai bén tai
trong khi Nico 180 do theo sau 6ng ta, hai tay cu ta vung vy Ién xudng,

“Cha phai hm thé!” Nico ctr khing khéing,

Nt than Demeter va nir than Persephone ngéi phia sau ho ¢ ban an sang. Ca hai nix than trong rét budn chan. Nir thén Deneter d6 ngii cde Am tir la
my nguyén chét vao bon cai bat Ion. Nir thin Persephone dang diing phép thay doi cac ki€u cam hoa ¢ trén ban, bién cac bong hoa da né mau do sang
mau vang dén cac hoa di€m mau lam cham.

“Ta khong phai im bét ctr diéu gi!” Poi mit than Hades rre sang. “Ta i mot v than!”

“Cha 4,” Nico n6i, “néu dinh Olympus bj thit thi, thi sur an toan cho chinh cung dién ctia cha ciiing ching quan trong nita. Vi cha ciing s& dan bién nt.”
“Ta khong phai 1 nguoi thude dinh Olympus!” 6ng ta gim gir. “Gia dinh ta da thé hién diéu d6 khé 14 15.”

“Cha thudc vé noi d6,” Nico n6i. “Dui cha ¢6 thich hay khong thich.”

“Con da thiy ho 1am gi voi me con 16i d6,” than Hades noi. “Zeus da giét ¢o dy. Va con mudn cha gifp ho sao? Ho hoan toan ximg dang véi nhimg gi
ma ho s€ phai nhan!”

Ni thin Persephone thér dai. Ba Ay ding hai ngdn tay bude di vé phia bén kia ban, lo déing bién 6 ding bang bac tré thanh nhitng bong hoa hong,
“Li¢u ching ta ¢ thé lam on khong nhac dén ngudi phu nit d6 khong?”

“Con biét diéu gi s& gitip thing bé ndy khong?”” Nit thin Demeter dim chiéu. “Lam rung,”
Nit thin Persephone déo mit. “Me...”
“Séau thang phia sau may cay. S¢€ hinh thanh mt tinh cach tuyét voi.”

Nico budc ra phia trée cha ciia cju ta, bude thin Hades phai dbi méit véi ciu ta. “Me con hiéu rét rd vé gia dinh. 6 ] 1y do tai sao ba &y da khong
mubn dé ching con ra di. Cha khong thé tir bo gia dinh minh chi vi ho da lim diéu gi xéu v6i cha. Cha ciing da im nhiéu diéu xAu ddi véi ho.”

“Maria d3 chét!”” thAn Hades nhéc ciu ta.
“Nhung cha khong thé tur tach chinh minh ra khéi céc vi than khac!”
“Ta da lAmrat 1d diéu d6 trong hing ngan nAm nay roi.”

“Va diéu d6 c6 am cha cam thiy tot hon chit nio khong?”” Nico nhdn manh. “R(f)t cudc 1i nguyén v6i Oracle d6 ¢6 giip dwoc gi cho cha khong? éc giit
méi han thi 13 mot sai am chi tir. Chi Bianca d canh bao con vé dicu d6 va chi ay da dung.”



“Véi céac a than thi ding thé! Ta 1a ngudi bat i, b moi quyén luc! Ta s& khdng giip cac vi than khac néu ho ¢6 cau xin ta, néu Percy Jackson c6 tu
minh dén cau xin...”

“Cha cling chi la mdt nguoi bi rudng bo gidng nhur con ma thoi!” Nico hét 1on. “Cha hiy ngimg viée gin dir vi chuyén dd qua va hay lim didu gi do c6
ich du chi mdt Ian. D6 13 cach duy nhat ho s€ ton trong cha!”

M6t ngon lira mau den xudt hién trong 1ong ban tay than Hades.

“Cha ctr limdi,” Nico ndi. “Lam cho con nd tung di. D6 ching phai 1 nhiing gi ma cac vi than khac mong doi tir cha sao. Hay chitng minh 1 ho da
ding di.”

“Diing thé, 1am on di,” nit thin Demeter than phién. “Hay Bm cho n6 im miéng di.”

Ni than Persephone thd dai. “O, em khong biét. Em tha tham gia vao cude chién con hon 1 cir ngdi ddy an hét bat ngii cde nay dén bat ngii coe khac.
biéu nay that budn chan.”

Thén Hades gam Ién ddy gian dir. Qué cau lira tir tay ong ta phong théing dén céi cdy bang bac & ngay bén canh Nico, Bmné tan chay thanh viing kim
loai 16ng.

Va gidc mo cta ti lai thay doi.

Toi dang dimg bén ngoai try s& Lién Hiép qubc, cach Toa nha Enpire State mjt dam vé phia d6ng bac. Doi | quan than Titan da cam trai bao quanh khu
lién hop ctia t6 chirc qudc té nay. Cac cot co duoc treo cac chién loi phim khing khiép — nhiing chiéc mii sét va cac méanh 4o gidp ctia cac trai vién bi
danh bai. Doc theo Dai 16 Mét, cac tén khong 16 mai siic cac ludi fu clia chiing, Cac con telkhine stra sang lai vii khi tai cac 10 rén tam thoi.

Kronos di tdi di lui ¢ dinh ctia toa nha, ludi hi vung véy trong tay khién nhig tén vé si dracaenae tranh xa khoi dudng di cia han Ethan Nakanura va
Prometheus dimg gin do, nhung ngoai tim vung vy ctia ludi hai. Ethan dang mén mé céc day deo khién con riéng Prometheus van binh than va diém
tinh trong b tuxedo nhur moi khi.

“Ta ghét noi ndy,” Kronos cau co. “Lién Hiép Qudc. Nhur thé loai ngudi ludn doan két voi nhau dy. Hay nhéc ta kéo sap tda nha ndy sau khi ching ta
tiéu diét hoan toan dinh Olympus.”

“Véng, thua ngai” Prometheus mim cudi nhur thé sur tirc gian cua ong chu ga khién i cam thiy thich thi. “Liéu ching ta 6 phé luon cac chudng ngira
trong Central Park khong? Toi biet ngai cam thay kho chiu nhur thé nao voi loai ngwa ma.”

“Dep ngay tro ndi khay dy di, Prometheus! Cai lii nhén ma dang nguyén ria d6 s& cam théyrhc‘)i tiéc vi ching dam choc gy banh xe. Ta s€ quing chung
Jam mo6i cho i ché ngao dia nguc, bat dau voi thang con trai 6 cta ta — cai thang Chiron yéu dudi do.”

Prometheus nhin vai. “Céi tén yéu dudi d6 da tiéu diét toan bo doan quan telkhine voi cac i tén ciia ciu ta ddy.”

Kronos vung hrdi hi va phat ngang mit cot c& gin do. Qudc ky Brazil day mau sic d6 up xudng d4m quan bén dudi, dé bep mot con dracaenae.
“Ching ta s& tiéu diét ching!” Kronos rdng Ién. “Gid 1a ic tha drakon ra. Nakamura — nay s& aim diéu do.”

“Va... ang, thua ngai. Vao lic mit troi lan a?”

“Khong,” Kronos noi. “Ngay bay gio. Bon bao vé Olympus hién d&u bj thurong ning. Chiing s& khong nghi ta s lai tan cong nhanh chong nhur thé nay.
Ngodi ra, ching ta déu biét rang ching s€ khong thé nao danh bai dugc con rong nay.”

Ethan trong khé bdi réi. “Nhung thura ngai?”

“Khdng phai chuyén cua nguoi, Nakamura. Ctr im theo Iénh ctia ta. Ta mudn Olympus & trong tinh trang d6 nét khi Typhon dén duoc New York. Ta
s€ dép tan toan b I than do!”

“Nhung, thira ngai,” Ethan n6i. “Sur tai sinh clia ngai.”

Kronos chi tay vé phia Ethan va cau 4 thin d6 dong ctmg lai.

“Trong ta,” Kronos rit Ién, “giéng nhur can tai sinh im sa0?”

Ethan khong dap. That khé dé dap lai khi ban bi im cho bat dong vé

Kronos bung ngén tay va Ethan ngd quy .

“Nhanh thoi,” vi thin Titan gim gir, “co thé ndy s& khong con can thiét nita. Ta s& khong nghi ngoi khi chién thing da gan ké. Gio thi di dil”

Ethan luéng cudng chay di.



“Diéu do that nguy hiémy, thura ngai,”” Prometheus canh bao. “Khong nén voi vang,”

“Voi vang ur? Sau ba ngan nim théi rita dwdi dy vire thim Tartarus, ngwoi bao ta voi vang sao? Ta s& chém céi thing ot con Percy Jackson d6 ra
b b ‘0 manh.”

“Ngii da déanh voi théing nhéc d6 ba i rdi,” Prometheus chi rd. “Va ngii con ludn noi ring danh nhau véi con ngudi B khong ximg dng v6i phm céch
mot Titan. T6i tu héi liéu vét chil con ngurdi cua ngai co dang anh hudng va lam yéu di su phan doan ctia ngai khong,”

Kronos quay d6i mit vang vao Prometheus. “Nguoi goi ta 1 ké yéu 6t u?”
“Khong, thra ngai. Toi chi mudn noi...”

“Phai chéiing 1ong trung thanh ciia ngwoi dang bi chia cit?”” Kronos hoi. “C6 I8 ngwoi dang nhé nhitng ngudi ban cfi, cac thin. Ngwoi ¢ mubn gia nhdp
voi bon chiing khong?”

Prometheus tai mit “Toi trot 16 101, thura ngai. Ménh Iénh ctia ngai s€ duoc thure hién ngay.” GA ta quay vé phia cac ddi quan phia dudi va hét lon: “SAN
SANG CHIEN PU!”

Ca d6i quan reo ho day kich dong.

O d4u do phia sau khu lién hop ciia Dai hoi dong Lién Hiép Qubc, mot tiéng gim gian dit im rung cl}llyén ca thanh phd — 4m thanh thirc day ctia mot
con drakon. m thanh d6 khing khiép dén ndi lam t6i giat minh tinh gidc, va t6i nhan ra minh van c6 thé nghe thay n dii & cach noi d6 dén hai dam

Grover dimng ké bén t6i, trong kha so hdi. “Do 1 gi thé?”
“Chiing dang dén,” t6i ndi v6i cau dy. “Va ching ta dang gap ric roi.

Nha thin Hephaestus hét sach lira Hy Lap. Nha thin Apollo va cac Tho San dang tim kiém thém cac miii tén. Hau hét bon t6i déu da an banh thanh va
ubng rrou thin quéa nhidu dén ndi khong ai trong ching t6i dam an hay ubng thém chut ndo nita.

Ching t6i chi ¢6 murdi sau trai vién, murdi Bim Tho' San va mdt nira t cac thin rimg con lai ¢6 thé tiép tuc chién ddu. S6 con lai phéi tam lanh trén dinh
Olympus. Doi quan Ngwra Pony Thich Tiée Timg ¢6 chin chinh lai d6i ngfl, nhung ho lio do va cudi khic khich va tit ca ho déu c6 mii bia x4 xi. Cac
nhan mé & Texas cung dau cac nhan mé dén tir Colorado. Chi hoi Missouri dang tranh cai v6i Chi hoi Illinois. Cé kha néing I toan bo doi quan nhan i
s& két thiic v6i viée danh An nhau thay vi dénh v6i ké thi,

Bac Chiron di nude kiu dén véi Rachel & trén heng, Toi cam thiy mdt sur cén rirt phién mudn, vi bac Chiron hiém khi cho bat cir ai cudi trén hing bac
ay, va voi con nguoi thi khong bao gio.

“Ban chau day c6 mot vai hiéu biét that hitu ich, Percy,” bac éy noiL

Rachel d6 mt. “Chi lh mot vai diéu chau da thiy duoc trong dau ma thoi.”

“Mdt con drakon,” bac Chiron néi. “Chinh xéc hon I con drakon Lydian. La loai ¢d xura nhét va nguy hiém nhét.”

T6i nhin chim chim vao ¢6 4y. “Sao cau biét diéu d6?”

“T6 khong biét,” Rachel thira nhan. “Nhurng con drakon ndy cd s6 ménh thét dic biét. N6 phai duge giét béi mdt ngurdi con cua thin Ares.”
Annabeth khoanh tay. “Sao cdu ¢6 thé biét dwoc didu d6?”

“T6i chi nhin thiy diéu d6. Toi khong thé giai thich.”

“Um, hay hy vong 14 cdu sai,” t6i n6i. “Vi ching ta thiéu cac con ctia thn Ares...” Mot ¥ nghil khing khiép xut hién trong dAu toi, va t6i nguyén ria bing
tiéng Hy Lap c0.

“Gi thé?” Annabeth hoi.

“Gidn diép,” t6i n6i v6i 0 y. “Kronos da ndi, ching ta biét ching s& khong thé nio dénh bai dwoc con drakon nay’. Tén gidn diép vin dang tiép tuc
thong tin cho han. Kronos bict nha than Ares khong & day voi chiing ta. Han ta ¢6 tinh chon mdt con quai vat ma ching ta khong thé giet.”

Thalia quic mit. “Néu tén phan bdi Ay roi phai tay t6, hén s& phai cuc ky hdi han. Hay ching ta ctr thém nguoi dura tin vé trai...”

“Béc da lim diéu d6,” béc Chiron ngit 1oi. “Blackjack dang trén duong di dén d6. Nhung néu Silena khong thé thuyét phuc duoc Clarisse, thi bac
khong bict liéu Blackjack c6 thé...”

M6t tiéng gAm vang Ién lim ca mit dat rung chuyén. N6 nghe rat gan.



“Rachel,” t6i ndi, “di vao bén trong toa nha di.”
“Té mudn 6 lai”

Mot bong Qen che kin ca mit troi. Phia bén kia durong, con drakon trurot xuéng ttr mdt bén canh ctia mot tda nha cao choc troi. N6 gém Ién va mit ngan
canh ctra sO bi vo tan.

“T6 nghi lai,” Rachel néi Iy nhi, “t¢ s& vao bén trong.”

Hay dé t6i giai thich: c6 nhimg con dugc goi 1 rong, va rdi ciiing ¢6 nhimg con dugc goi 1 drakon.

Drakon gia hon loai rong mdt vai thién nién ky, va to 16n hon rét nhiéu. N6 trong gidng loai ran khong 10. Phan 16n khong ¢ canh. Phan Ion trong s6
ching khong phun Itra (méc dau c6 mot vai con lai ¢6 thé lamdiéu do). Tat ca déu c6 noc doc. Tat ca déu v ctng manh, véi nhimg chice vay con cimg
hon cé} titan. P61 mét ching co6 the khién ban bi t€ 1iét — khdng phai ki€u t€ liét ctia Medusa bién-ban-thanh-da, ma Ia kiéu té liét 6i-thanh-than-t6i-oi-
con-ran-by-do-sap-an-6i, dicu do ciing that 1a té.

Chung t6i c6 cac lop I}Qc chién du v6i drakon khi con & trai, nhung ban chéng thé ndo chudn bi cho chinh minh khi d6i diu y('n' mdt con réq dai sau
muroi mét va ¢4 co the to nhur mdt chice xe buyt trudong hoc dang truot xubng canh ctia mot toa nha. P61 mit vang ctia né giong nhur hai chiéc dén pha
va cai mi¢ng nd day nhitng chiec ring sac nhur dao cao du to d€ nhai ngau nghién cac con vo

N6 1am ti thoang nhd dén con lon bay.

Trong ltic d6, d6i quan ddi phurong ram rép tién xudng Dai 16 Nam. Chiing t6i da ¢b hét stic dé day cac chiée xe ra khoi 16i di, dé giir cho con ngudi
duoc an toan, nhung diéu do6 hién gitip cho ké thii ctia chiing t6i dé dang tién gan hon. Dgi quan Ngwra Pony Thich Tiéc Ting phe phay dudi day lo ling.
Béc Chiron chay t6i chay lui 1én cac hang nhin mé, hét kén nhimg 101 khich I ho hily chong cyr manh me va nghil vé chicn théng cing bia x4 xi, nhung t6i
doan bat cir gidy phut ndo ho déu cd the s€ sg hii va bd chay.

“T6 s& lo vu con drakon.” Giong t6i vang lén dAy so hai. RAi t6i hét 16n hon nira. “TO SE LO VU CON DRAKON! Nhitng ngudi khdc, gitr viig hang
ngfi chong lai ké thu!”

Annabeth dimg canh t6i. C6 4y da kéo mil st hinh con ¢t xudng thip hon che phii ca mit ¢6 Ay, nhung t6i ¢6 thé ndi i doi mét ¢o Ay g do.
“Cau gitp t6 nhé?” t6i d& nghi.
“P6 I nhitng gi t& s& Bm,” ¢6 Ay ndi day dau khd. “T6 udn gitip nhitng ngudi ban ctia minh ma.”

Toi cam giac nhur t6i I mot thang cue ky ngde. Toi mubn kéo co éy sang mdt bén va giai thich voi ¢o 4y rang toi khong lién quan gi dén viéc Rachel dén
day, rang d6 khong phai 3 y ctia t61, nhung ching t61 khong c6 nhi€u thoi gian.

“Cau hdy tang hinh,” t61 ni. “C4u hily tim cac diém yéu & 10p vay ctia né trong khi t¢ danh lac hudng nd. Nho can than nhé.”
Toi huyt sdo. “O’Leary, dinao!”

“GU GU!” Con ch ciia t6i nhay qua phia trén mit hang nhan mé va trao cho t6i cai hon uét 4t, day miii banh pizza pepperoni.
Toi rit kiémra va ching ti lao vé phia con quéi vat.

Con drakon nhur mdt toa nha ba ting ¢ phia trén ching toi, dang trudn sang mdt bén doc theo tda nha nhur thé nd dang danh gia quan ching t6i. Mdi khi
n6 nhin, cac nhan ma déu clrng ngudi vi so hai

Tir phia béc, doi quan ke thi da tran vao bén trong doi quin Ngwra Pony Thich Tiéc Ting va cac hang rao phong vé ctia ching 61 bi pha vd. Con
drakon lao vot t6i, nudt tron ba nhan né cta California trurde khi t6i tham chi ¢ the tién dén gan hon.

Con O’Leary phong lén gitra khong trung — mt bong den mau den véi ham rang va mong vudt giy chét’ngubi Binh thuong, mdt con cho ngao dia nguc
dang tan cong 1a mot hinh anh cure ky dang so, nhung khi & bén canh con drakon, con O’Leary trong giong nhur biip bé chiic ngli ngon ctia mit dira tré.

Nhitng chiéc mdng ciia n6 cao trén I6p vay ctia con drakon, nhung hoan toan v hai. N6 can ¢b con L quai vat nhung cling ching dé lai Ay mot vét lom.
Tuy nhién, sirc ning ctia n6 di hiic con drakon d6 vang ra khoi canh cuia toa nha. N6 vung vé roi xuong va dam sam xudng via h¢ — con ch6 ngao dia
nguc va con rin quan iy va danh 1an nhau. Con drakon ¢ d6p iy con O’ Leary nhung né & qué gin véi mi¢ng con ran. Chét doc duoc phunra khép
noi, khién mdt vai nhan mé ciing nhur mdt vai con quai vat tan chay thanh bui, nhung con O’Leary nhay quanh dau con rin, vira cao vira cin nd.

“YAAAH!” T6i dam thanh Thiy Triéu vao siu trong con m¥t tréi con quéi vat. Ngon dén pha tit ngim Con drakon rit Ién va Iii lai dé tAn cong, nhung
t61 da kip Iin sang mdt bén.

N6 ngogmmot minh via hé ¢6 kich thurde ctia mdt ci hd boi. N6 quay v phia ti v6i con miit con anh nhung t6i chi tp trung nhin vao ham réng ctia
no, lg‘lmthé 61 mdi khong bi nd lam cho té liét. Con O’Leary da lam t6t cong viéc khién cho con quai vat d6 bi xao lang, N6 nhdy Ién dau con ran, cao
va gam Ién nhu mot mai toc gid den cyue ky gidn di.



Phén con lai ctia cudc chién ciing khong dién ra tt dep. Cac nhén mi hoang so trude sy tin cong dir doi ciia cac tén khong 16 va ma quy. Thinh thoang
lai c6 mot chiec do phong mau cam cua trai xuat hién trong cube chien, nhung roi lai nhanh chong bicn mat. Cac mili tén kéu x¢ tai trong khong khi. Lira
lién tuc biing 1én & ca hai bén chién tuyén, nhung trin danh dang di chuyén ngang qua con duong tién dén 161 vao Toa nha Empire State. Chiing t6i dang
mat dan mat tran,

Dot nhién Annabeth tré lai nguyén hinh trén lung con drakon. Mii tang hinh tudt khoi du khi c6 4y dam con dao ddng ciia minh vao khe hé giita cac 16p
vay

Con drakon gam Ién. N6 bt dau cudn ngudi lai, hat Annabeth roi xudng khoi nguoi nd.

Toi chay dén ngay khi ¢o 4y vira cham dét. Toi kéo c6 Ay ra khoi khi con rén cudn nguoi lai, nghién nat mt cai cot dén ngay noi cd 4y vira moi 6.
“Camon,” ¢d Ay noi.

“Té da bao cau phai c4n than kia ma!”

“Um, duge rdi... CUL XUONG!”

Pén Iuot c6 Ay clru t6i. C6 Ay tim Iy t6i khi ham riing con quéi vat tap mdt phét phia trén dau t6i. Con O’Leary lao ca ngudi vao niit con drakon dé
thu huit sur chi y ctia né va hai chiing t6i Iin ra xa.

Trong lic d6, phe ching toi da rit vé cac cira ciia Toa nha Empire State. Toan b quan dich dang bao vay ly ho.
Chiing t6i khong con Ira chon nio khéc. Khéng c6 mdt ai dén gitip d6. Annabeth va t6i s& phai rit lui trude khi ching t6i bi cat dirt véi dinh Olympus.

Ri t6i nghe thy 4m thanh &m am & phia nam vong dén. D6 khong phai 4m thanh ban thudng nghe & New York, nhung toi da nhén ra n6 ngay p tirc:
tiéng banh xe ngya.

Mbt ¢ gai hét Iom, “Vi THN ARES!”

Mudi hai 5 xe ngura xong théing vao gita chién trrong. Mdi xe déu céim mdt 14 cor 6 théu hinh dau lon rimg hoang da. Mdi xe déu sir dung mdt nhém
ngira xuong voi nhitng bom lira lam vat kéo xe. Mot doi gdm ba muroi chien binh déy stre song, 4o giap sang bong va anh myit day cam thi, cing It
chia c4c cdy gido trong tay ho xuong — tao thanh mdt birc tuwong tr than tua tla.

“Nhiing dira con cua thin Ares!”” Annabeth noi véi su ngac nhién. “Sao Rachel lai biét duge?”

Toi khong co cau tra 1oi. Nhung dan dau i ¢6 gai trong bo 4o gidp do quen thudc, khuon mit c6 ta duge che phu boi chi,éc mii sit hinh d4u lon rimg,
Co6 ta girong cao mdt cay giao voi cac tia dién kéu tanh tach. Clarisse dich thin dén giai ctru. Trong lic nira s6 xe ngura tan cong doi quan quai vat,
Clarisse danu xe khac di thiang dén chd con drakon.

Con rin chom Ién va hét con O’Leary xudng khoi ngudi nd. C6 ché cung tdi nghiép ctia t6i danh manh vao mdt bén ctia toa nha véi tiéng kéu Ang dng
dﬁy dau don. Toi chay lai giip nd, nhung con randa tap trung vao mot de doa moi. Du chi con mot mit, c4i nhin ctia nd ciing da Kkhién hai ngudi danh xe
ngwra phai té liét. Hai chiéc xe chuyén huréng ddm sam vao mdt diy xe hoi. Bn chiéc con lai van tiép tuc phong dén. Con quéi vat nhe nanh ra dé tan
cong va c6 duoc mdt miéng day gido bang dong celestial.

“XIIII!” n6 it én, chéc chén theo ngdn ngit ciia con drakon 1 OIIIII!

“Céc anh em nha than Ares, hiy theo t6i!”” Clarisse hét I6n. Giong ¢6 ta nghe the thé hon binh thurong, nhung t6i doan diéu d6 ciing ching c6 gi khi ngac
nhién dya vao muc tiéu ma c6 ta dang chién dau.

Bén kia duong, sy xuit hién ctia séau cd chién xa mang dén cho doi quan Ngyra Pony Thich Tiéc Ting niém hy vong moi. Ho tp hop lai & céc cira ctia
Toa nha Empire State, va doi quan ké thii ngay Iap tlrc bi quat ngd trong hoang mang,

Trong ltic d6, céc chién xa ctia do Clarisse dan d4u vay quanh con drakon. Céc cdy gido gy khi vira cham vao da con quéi vat. Nhimg con ngwra xuong
phun fra va hi vang, Thém hai chién xa nira [t nhao, nhung cac chién binh trén xe chi don gian nhay 1én, rit kiémra, va chién diu. Ho chém manh vao
cac khe nurt giita cac miéng vay ctia con vat. Ho né tranh nhitng lAn phun chét doc ctia con réin nhur thé ho da dwoc hudn luyén didu nay trong sudt cude
ddi ho, va didu d6 a mot didu tit yéu.

Khong ai ¢6 thé nghi ngd vé 1ong diing cam ctia cac trai vién nha than Ares. Clarisse luion & ngay phia trudc, dim cdy gido ciia ¢d ta vao it con
drakon, ¢b @& dam ndt miit con lai cia no. Nhung khi t6i quan sét, moi viéc trd nén xau di. Chi mt ct ddp, con drakon viron b nubt gon mjt trai vién

nha than Ares. N6 quét ving sang mdt bén ngudi thir hai va phun noc doc vao nan nhéan thir ba, nguoi dang rit hui trong dau dén, 4o gidp cia ciu ta
dang tan chay.

“Chuing ta phai giip ho mdt tay,” Annabeth ndi.

Cb 4y n6i ding. Nay gio, t6i chi biét ding d6 trAm trd than phuc. Con O’Leary ¢ dimg day nhung lai kéu dng ang 1an nita. Mot trong cic ban chén ctia
nd dang chay mau.



“Lii ai, bé yéu,” t6i béo n6. “May da m d rdi.”
Annabeth va ti nhay 1én lung con quéi vat va chay thing Ién dau nd, ¢ kéo sir chiy ctia n6 khoi Clarisse.

Céc anh emnha c6 4y ném lao, hiu hét déu bi giy, nhung c6 mdt vai ciy ndm & trong ring ctia con quéi vat. N6 dop dop hai ham ctia n6 vao véi nhau
cho dén khi mi¢ng ctia n6 1a mdt dong mau xanh luc, bot chat ddc mau vang va cac vii khi da bi nhai vun.

“Cau c6 thé m diéu d6!” Toi hét vé phia Clarisse. “Mot ngudi con cta thin Ares ¢6 sb ménh giét duge n!”

Qua chiéc mil sét chién tran, t6i chi ¢6 thé nhin thiy dugr doi mit ctia 0 ta — nhung ti ¢6 thé ndi co diéu g d6 sai lim ¢ ddy. Doi méit mau xanh duong
ctia ¢ ta day ap sy so hai. Clarisse chura bao gio' so' qua nhu theé. Va mit co6 ta khong c6 mau xanh duong,

“Vi THN ARES!” ¢ ta hét Ién, bang cai giong the thé ky la d6. C6 ta chia thing ciy gido va tn cong con drakon.
“Khong,” t6i thi thao. “DOI DA!”

Nhung con quéi vat da nhin xudng c6 ta — hau nhur vai sy khinh miét — va phun chat doc vao thing mit cd ta.

C6 ta kéu thét Ién va roi xubng,

“Clarisse!” Annabeth nhay xudng khoi lung con quéi vat va chay dén gitip c6 ta trong khi céc trai vién nha than Ares khéc cd bao vé cho nguoi dimg dau
nha cua ho. Toi ddm manh thanh Thity Tricu vao gitra hai lop vay ctia con quai vat va khién né chuyén su chil y ctia nd vé phia toi.

T6i bj n6 ném bay khoi nguoi nd, nhung toi da dap xubng dugc trén doi chan ctia minh. “NAO, DEN DY, con sau ngu ngde kia! Nhin tao nay!”
Trong mdt vai phit tiép theo, tt ca nhitng gi toi nhin thdy déu i ring. Toi ki lai, cti ngudi tranh di chit doc, nhung t6i khong thé lim dau no.

O ria tim nhin, t6i nhin thdy mdt c6 xe bay dap xudng Dai 16 Nam

R&i mdt ngudi ndo dé chay vé phia ching ti. Giong ctia mdt ¢d gai, run rdy véi sy dau budn, hét 1on, “KHONG! Nguyén ria cdu, TAI SAO?”

Toi lidu mang liéc nhanh v& phia d6, nhung nhimg gi nhin thay khién toi chang hiéu gi. Clarisse dang ndm trén mit dit noi ¢o ta ngd xudng, Ao giap cua
cota boc khéi vi chit doc. Annabeth va céc trai vién nha than Ares dang cb dé c6i mil sit ctia ¢6 ta ra. Va dang quy bén canh ho, khuon mit dam dia
nurde mét, i mdt cd gai trong trang phuc cta trai. PO 1... Clarisse.

Déu t6i quay mong mong. Sao ti lai khong nhén ra diéu d6 trude nhi? Co gai trong b 4o gidp ciia Clarisse ménh mai hon, lai khong cao bang. Nhung
sao lai cd nguoi muon gia lam Clarisse co chi?

Toi qua sirng s dén ndi con drakon gan nhur d6p t6i thanh hai khic. T6i cti ngudi va con quéi vat d6 viii diu né vao trong mt bire tudng gach.

“TAI SAO?” Clarisse thit ging hoi, 6m cham iy Clarisse gia mao trong tay, trong khi c4c trai vién khdc c6 ging thao chiéc mil sit da bi chdt doc in
mon.

Chris Rodriguez chay bay dén tir ¢d xe bay. Cu ta va Clarisse ding né di tir trai, dudi theo céc trai vién nha than Ares, nhirng ngudi da m khi di theo
mdt ¢d gai khac, vi nghi ring d6 i Clarisse. Nhung chuyén ndy van that kho hiéu.

Con drakon it dugc dau ra khoi birc twong va gim lén day gian di.
“Coi chung!” Chris canh bao.
Thay vi quay sang toi, con drakon quay ngodt sang hurdng c6 tiéng Chris. N6 nhe nanh v6i mdt nhom céc 4 than.

Clarisse that nguréc nhin vé phia con drakon. Khudn mit ¢6 ta hoan toan chira dung sy cam this. T6i d& nhin thiy c4i nhin dir doi d6 mdt lan trude day.
Cha ¢ ta, than Ares ciing da c6 nét mit nhur the khi t6i mot choi mot véi ong ta.

“MAY MUON CHET?” Clarisse gio vao niit con drakon. “DUGC THOIL BEN DY NAO!”

C6 ta cAm Iy cy gido ciia minh tir ¢d gai dang bi thurong, Chiing can 4o gidp hay khién bao vé, ¢6 ta lao dén tin cong

Toi ¢b dén gan hon gié gitip, nhung Clarisse nhanh hon nhiéu. C6 ta nhay sang mdt bén khi con quai vét tin cng, dap tan mt duong phia trude ¢0 ta.
R&i ¢6 ta nhdy 1én dau con quai vat. Khi nd viuon dau Ién, ¢6 ta d@ ddmmanh cay gido dién ctia minh vao bén trong con mat lanh kin con lai ctia n6 voi

lac @t manh lam cho cén gido bi gly, gidi phong toan bg sttc manh ma thudt ctia vii khi.

M6t dong dién toa ra khéip dau con quéi vat, lghién ca co thé n6 run rdy. Clarisse nhay xudng, lin tron day an toan dén canh via hé khi khéi boc ra tir
miéng con drakon. Thit ctia con drakon tan bién di, va nhiing gi con sét lai ctia n6 1a mot duong ham vay trong rong,

Tét ca ching t6i déu nhin chiim chédm vao Clarisse voi su kinh sg. Toi chua bao gio nhin thy bt cir ai mt minh ha guc mdt con quai vit khong 16 nhur
thé. Nhung Clarisse dudng nhu khong quan tam dén dicu d6. C6 ta chay dén bén cd gai bi thwong da trdm bd 4o giap clia minh.



Cubdi cung, Annabeth ciing dﬁ~g6 d}rqc chiéc non sit ctia co gaira. Tét ca chiing t61 déuty tép quanh cota— cég trai vién nha thn Ares, Chris, Clarisse,
Annabeth va to1. Tran ghién van dien ra 4c liét doc theo Pai 1o Nam, nhung trong khoanh khic ay khong c6 gi ton tai ngoai mot nhdmnhd ching toi va
c6 gai dang bi thirong ay.

Khuon mit ctia ¢6 4y, da timg rét xinh dep, gios b dot chdy trm trong béi chat doc. Toi ¢6 thé ndi réng dii ¢6 t6n bao nhiéu rrou thén hay bénh thénh di
nita cling s€ khong thé ctru dugc co ay.

C6 diéu gi d6 sdp xay ra. Nhitng 101 ndi ctia Rachel vang 1én trong tai toi. Tro lira bip d6 s& két thiic trong céi chét.
Gio t61 d hiéu nhirg gi ¢6 Ay mubn n6i, va t6i biét nguoi anh hing da dan nha than Ares dén trén chién.

To6i nhin xudng vao khudn niit dang Iui tan ctia Silena Beauregard.

Ban dang doc truyén Vi Thén Cudi Cung duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

A Ae A A
Chuwong 17: Toi ngoi Ien ghe
“Cau nghi cai quai gi thé ha?” Clarisse dat dau Silena vao trong long c6 ta.
Silena ¢6 nut, nhung doi moi clia 6 dy khod va nirt né. “S& khong... ling nghe. Nha cau chi... chi di theo cau.”

“Vi thé cu da trdm 4o gidp ctia t6,” Clarisse n6i v6i sur hodi nghi. “Cau doi cho dén ltc t6 va Chris di tudn; cu trom bo 4o gidp ciia t6 va gid v B 6.
C6 ta liec nhin vé phia cac anh chi em ctia minh. “Va KHONG MOT Al trong so cac cau chi1y dén diéu do sao?”

Céc trai vién nh than Ares dot nhién déu c6 s& thich ngim nhin céc d6i giay chién ctia minh.
“Purng trach ho,” Silena théu thao néi. “Ho mudn.. tin t& | cau.”
“Cau A mot dira con gai nha than Aphrodite ngdc nghéch,” Clarisse nirc n. “Cau da tin cong con drakon sao? Tai sa0?”

“Tét ca déu 14 16i ctia t6,” Silena n6i, mot dong nurde mét chay dai & mt bén it co Ay. “Con drakon, cai chét ctia anh Charlie... viéc trai gip nguy

“Ngimg lail” Clarisse n6i. “Diéu d6 khong ding.”

Silena m6 ban tay ctia minh ra. Trong long ban tay ctia c6 4y | mdt vong tay bang bac véi chiéc ludi hai 1a vat trang tri — d4u hiéu ctia Kronos.

Tim t6i budt nhéi. “Cau 1 gian diép.”

Silena giing girong gt dau. “Trudc khi... trude khi t¢ thich anh Charlie, Luke d6i xir rat tot voi t6. Anha Ayrat... quyen ril. Bep trai. Sau nay, t& mubn
ngimg viéc gitip anh dy, nhung anh & 4y da de doa s& ndi ra moi chuyén. Anha 4y camdoan... anh 4y cam doan i t6 rang t6 dang clru mang song cia
nhiéu nguoi. ft ngwdi hon s& bi tn thirong. Anh 4y néi véi t6 ring anh Ay s& khong lim hai... Charlie. Anh 4y da noi déi t6.”

Mt t6i giip anh mét Annabeth. Mt 6 4y tring béch. C6 4y trong nhur thé c6 ai d6 vira méi kéo thé gidi ra khoi co Ay.

Sau lung ching t61, tran chién vAn dién ra 4c liét.

Clarisse Iir méit nhin anh emnha ¢6 ta. “Di, gilip cac nhin . Bao vé céc cira. DI NGAY!”

Ho nhanh chéng tan di va tham gia vao tran chién.

Silena dau dén, ning né thé hét ra. “Tha 16i cho t6.”

“Cau s& khong chét,” Clarisse khong chiu chip nhén sy that.

“Anh Charlie....” P6i mét Silena nhin xa xim. “Ggp anh Charlie...”

D6 1a nhitng 10 cubi cing ctia ¢6 Ay.

Clarisse 6m chét c6 Ay va khoc ndc Ién. Chris dat mot tay 1én vai c6 ta.
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Cubi cting, Annabeth ngam ngiii vu6t mit cho Silena.

“Ching ta phéi chién dAu.” Giong Annabeth nhur v ra. “C6 Ay da hy sinh than minh dé ctru ching ta. Chiing ta phai chién d4u vi ¢6 4y.”

Clarisse sut sit, quét ngang miii. “Silena | anh himg, hiéu chira? Mot anh hing ”

Toi gat dau. “Di thoi, Clarisse.”

Cb ta lay thanh kiém tir mdt trong cac ngudi anh emda chét ciia ¢ ta. “Kronos s& phai tra gia dit cho diéu nay.”

Toi mudn ndi rang ti da ddy I ké thi trénh xa khoi Toa nha Empire State. Su thét | cong trang 4y hoan toan thude vé Clarisse. Du khong ¢6 4o gidp
hay cay gido, c6 ta van la mdt ngudi rat hung dit trén chién truong, Co ta cudi co xe bay lao thang vao hang ngli quan Titan, nghién nat moi thir trén
duong di.

Co é}{ da truyén cam himg cho moi nguri, thim chi cac nhin mé hoang so cling bt dau trén finh lai. Céc Tho San thu thip cac mili tén tir nhirng ngwdi
da chét va ban hét loat nay dén loat khac vé phia ké thu. Nhé.rthén Ar@s damva chém, d6 ciing la dicu yéu thich ctia ho. Bon quai vat bi day lii vé phia
duong 35thClarisse chay xe dén xac con drakon, moc moc sat vao hoc mit n6. C0 ta thiic ngwa chay di, kéo theo xac con drakon phia sau c0 xe ngira
nhu mdt con rong trong ngay Tét cua ngudi Trung Quoc. C6 ta dudi theo tan cong ké thi, hét 1on nhitng 1oi nhuc ma ching va thich chiing ngéin ¢0 ta lai.
Khi ¢6 ta cudi ngua phi nhur bay, t6i nhin ra c6 ta dung la dang phat sang. Mot quang hira toéa sang bép bung bao quanh ngurdi ¢6 ta.

“Loi chiic phiic ctia than Ares,” Thalia noi. “Td chua bao gioy tan mit chimg kién didu nay trude day.”

Trong ltic ndy, Clarisse ciing khong thé bi ton thurong nhu t6i vay. Ké thil ném gido va ban tén, nhung khong ¢6 thir nio cham dugc vao ngudi cd ta.

“TA LA CLARISSE, KE DIET RONG!” ¢ ta hét Ion. “Ta s& giét hét TT CA cac nguoi! Kronos dau? Bao hén ra ddy. Hén ta 1 ké hén nhét dén vay
sao?”

To1 hét lon. “Clarisse! Thoi ngay! Rat hui!”

“C6 chuyén gi thé ha chia té cac than Titan?” c6 ta hét lon. “RA DY BII”

Khong c6 tiéng dap tra ndo tir hang ngii quan dich. Dén da, ching it v& phia sau birc twong khién ctia cic con dracaenae, trong khi Clarisse cho xe
chay vong que}nh Pai o Nam, thach thirc bat cir ai can d}rc‘mg ¢ ta. Xac con drakon dai sdu muroi mét tao ra &m thanh cao keén ket khi tiép xtic voi mit
duong, nhu tiéng cia mdt ngan con dao cting ltic cao xuong mét dudng vay.

Cing thoi diém dy, chiing t6i cham soc nhitng nguoi b throng, mang ho vao bén trong sanh Toa nha Empire State. That lu sau khi ké thu da rat lui khoi
tam nhin, Clarisse tiép tuc cudi xe 1én xuong dai 16 cting vdi chién lgi pham dang so, yéu cau Kronos ra dau tay doi.

Chris bao, “T& canh chirng c6 4y cho. Cudi cling c6 4y ciing s& mét moi thoi. T bao dam am cho ¢6 4y di vao bén trong.”
“Thé & trai ra sao 16i?” t6i hoi. “C6 con ai & d6 khong?”

Chris Fic dAu. “Chi con mbdi minh anh Argus va cac tinh linh tir nhién. Con rong Peleus van bao vé cy thong nhur thudng 1.
“Ho s& khong camcy duoc v, t6i noi. “Nhung rat mirng vi cac cau da dé

Chris budn ba gat dau. “Xin 161 vi dé cac cau cho lau. TG da ¢b ndi Iy & v6i Clarisse. TG da n6i viée bao vé trai ching c6  nghiia gi niva néu cac cau chét
hét. Tat ca céac ban cta chung ta dang & day. T xin oi vi dé Silena...”

“Cac Tho Sén qﬁa to s€ giip chéng cu qéc dot thn cong,” Thalia ndi. “Annabeth va Percy, cac cau nén lén dinh Olympus. T6 linh cam ho can hai cau
trén do... dé thict Ip hang phong thi cudi cung.”

Nguoi gac cira da bién mét khoi tién sanh. Cudn sach anh ta doc d6 tip trén méit ban va chiéc ghé ctia anh ta trdng tron. Thé nhung, phin con lai trong
sanh déu chen chic bdi cac trai vién, Thg San va cac than rimg bi thuong,

Connor va Travis Stoll gip chiing t6i ¢ thang may.
“Chuyén d6 c6 dung khong?”” Connor hoi. “Vé Silena 4y?”
Toi gat dau. “C6 Ay da chét nhu mot anh himg

Travis chuyén chan dy lo Eing. “Um, t& con nghe dugc...”
“Chi thé thoi,” t6i gat di. “Hét chuyén.”

“Puoc réi,"’ Travis néi lAm bim trong miéng. “Nghe ndy, bon t6 nghi doi quan ctia than Titan s& gip ric rdi trong viée str dung thang may. Chiing s& phéi
di Ién voi s6 hrong chi vai nguoi mdt lan. Va bon khong 16 thi s&€ chang thé nao chui lot vao.”



“P6 chinh 14 loi thé 16n nhat clia ching ta,” t6i ni. “Cé cach gi im hong thang may khong?”

“Péy 1a thang méy c6 phép thuét,” Travis gii thich. “Thuong thi phai ¢6 the tr, nhung ngudi canh cira bién mit tiéu rdi. Bidu d6 ¢ nghia 13 hing phong
ngy dinh Olympus dang sup d6. Hién bat cir ai bude vao thang miy déu di thang 1én phia trén.”

“Thé ching ta phai gitt cho quéan dich khong dugc dén gin céc canh cira,” t6i ndi. “Ching ta s& giam chan ching & sanh.”
Travis nhdn xét. “Chiing ta can thém quan ctru vién. Chiing van tiép tuc tién dén. Cudi cling chiing s& 4 duoc ching ta.”
Connor than van, “Lam gi con quén ctru vién.”

To6i nhin ra phia con O’Leary, hién dang niim thd phi pho vao céc cira kinh va bdi day nude dai cia n6 én d6.

“C6 thé chiing ta van con quén ciru vién,” t6i noi.

T6i ra ngodi va dat tay Ién mdm ciia con O’ Leary. Bac Chiron d4 bang chén cho né nhung né van con di khap khing, Long n6 dinh ddy bim, 14 cdy, cac
miéng banh pizza va mau da kho cua 1ii quai vat.

“Nay, bé cung.” Toi ¢d n6i vdi giong lac quan. “Tao biét miy dang mét, nhung tao mudn yéu cau may km giip tao thém mdt dic an I6n nira nhé.”
To6i ghé lai gAn va thi tham vao tai nd.

Sau khi con O’ Leary bién mét, toi quay tro lai véi Annabeth dang doi t6i & trong sanh. Trén duong dén thang méy, ching t6i thdy Grover dang quy phia
trén mdt than rung béo miim niim dang bi thurong,

“Leneus!” toi kéu lén.

Ngudi thin rimg gia trong that i nghiép. Moi ong ta chuyén sang méu xanh duong, Mot ciy gido gily ddm ngip trong bung ong ta va doi chan dé diy
long van veo vi dau don.

Ong ta ¢ tap trung nhin ching t6i, nhung t6i khong nghi ong ta nhin thy.

“Grover?” Ong théu thio goi.

“Ong Leneus, t0i & ngay déy.” Grover dang chop chdp miit dé ngin khong cho murde mit roi, bat chdp nhitng diéu t6i t& ma Leneus da n6i vé cu Ay.
“Chiing ta d4... da thing chura?”

Grover ndi dbi. “Un... roi. May nhd ¢ 6ng ddy, Leneus. Ké thi da cong mdng chay ¥t tiéu roi.”

Vi than rimg gia Jim bam. “D4 bao mi. LA nguoi dimg du dich thue. La...”

Ong ta nhim mét An

Grover c¢b nén. Cau 4y dit tay lén tran Leneus va doc mdt cau chiic phiic ¢6 xura. Thi thé ciia than rimg gid Leneus tan bién, cho t6i khi tit ca nhitng gi
con lai chi la mdt cdy non bé teo nam trong mot dong dat moi.

“Cay nguyét qué,” Grover ngac nhién kéu Ién. “O, 6ng dé gia ndy that may niin.”
Cau ta 5m iy cdy non trong hai tay. “T6... t& s& trong 6ng dy. Trén dinh Olympus, trong cac khu vron & d6.”
“Bon t¢ ciing dang dinh 1én d6,” t6i noi. “Pi thoi”

Tiéng nhac d& nghe vang Ién khi thang may chay Ién. Toi nghi vé lin dau tién t0i kén dinh Olympus, khi d6 t0i dugc mudi hai tudi. Lic d6 Annabeth va
Grover khong di cting voi toi. T6i vui vi hién gio t6i ¢ ho bén canh. T6i co cam giac day co thé I lan phiéu hru cudi cling ctia ba bon t6i.

“Percy,” Annabeth nhe nhang noi. “Céu d ndi ding vé Luke.” Py  in du tién c6 dy noi chuyén ké tir céi chét clia Silena Beauregard. C6 4y nhin
dam dam vao cac con s6 cua thang may khi n6 nhap nhdy cac con s6 ma thuat — 400, 450, 500.

Grover va toi liéc nihin nhau.
“Annabeth ndy,” toi king ting. “T¢ xin 15i...”

“Cauda b ndi voi to.” Giong co 4y run run. “Réng Luke khong tot. Té da khong nghe cau cho dén khi... dén khi t& nghe dwoc anh Ay da loi dung Silena
nhu thé ndo. Gio t& da biet dieu do. T hy vong cau vui vi dieu do.”

“Piéu d6 ching lam t6 vui chit ndo.”



C6 4y tra dau vao véch thang may va tranh di dnh miét ctia toi.

Grover nang niu cdy nguyét qué non trong hai tay cau 4y. “Dugc rdi.. thit t5t khi lai dugc & bén nhau. Tranh cai. Suyt chét. Nhimg con quéi vt kinh so.
O, nhin kia. D4 dén tang ctia ching ta.”

Cac canh ctra kéu Ién va ching t61 budc 1én duong di b trén khong,

Budn tham khong phai thuong dugce ding dé midu ta vé dinh Olympus, nhung hién tai thi trong n6 gidng hét nhur tir d6. Chang ¢6 ngon lra nao dugc
thép trong cac 10 lra. Ctra s6 moi nha t6i om. Céc con dudng ving tanh va nha nha cira déng then cai. Chuyén dong duy nhat dién ra & trong cac cong
vién, hién dugc bién ching thanh cac bénh vién da chién. Will Sohce Va cac trai v1§:n khac cuq nha thin Apollo chay t6i chay lui nhu con thoi dg cham
soc cho nhitng ngudi bi thuong. Céc nit thily than va cac nir than cdy cling dang ¢6 tro' giip bang cach ding cac bai hat 6 ma thuét tur nhién dé chita
cho nhiing ngudi bi bong va nhiém doc.

Khi Grover t(éng cy nguyét qué non do, Annabeth va t6i di quanh dé khich 1& nhitng ngudi b thong. Toi di ngang qua mbt thin ring voi mot chin bi
iy, mit 4 thin quan bang kin mit tir dau dén chan, va mbt co thé duoc ph vai liém bang vang cta nha than Apollo. Toi khong bict nguoi nam dudi tim
vai liémkia 1a ai. Va t6i cling khdng mudn tim hieu dieu do.

Tim t6i néing nhur chi, nhung ching t6i ¢4 tim ra nhitng diéu tich cuc dé n6i voi ngudi bénh,

“Nhanh thoi, cau s& dimg 1én va chién du véi cac than Titan!” Toi ndi véi mot trai vien.

Annabeth dong vién mot 4 thin. “Cau tréng 6t m.”

“Leneus da bién thanh mdt bui cdy!” Grover n6i véi mt than rimg dang rén ri.

T6i tim thiy Pollux, con trai thin Dionysus dang dimg tira vao mot gdc cdy. Khong ké canh tay bi gy, c6 thé néi Pollux binh an v sur.

Pollux nghién riing, “T4 chi cAn mdt tay ciing d4nh d4m ngon lnh.”

To6i can. “Khong, Cau da lam du rdi. Té mudn cau ¢ ddy va gitp cho nhirng ngudi bi thurong,”

“Nhung...”

“Hay hira v6i t6 ring cdu s& giit cho minh an toan nhé,” t6i néi. “Ddng y khong? Day 1a mbt 16 thinh cAu c4 nhan diy.”

Pollux nhiu may thic méc. Trudc nay cdu ta voi t0i cling ching phai 1 ban tt hay c6 gi d6 v6i nhau, nhung ti s& khong noi voi cau ta rang d6 1 yéu cau
ctia bd cau ta. Pidu d6 s& khién cau ta xdu hd mét. Cudi cling cau ta da hira lim theo 11 t6i ndi, va khi cau ta ngdi xudng, ti c6 thé ndi cau ta hinh nhur

cam thiy tho phao nhe nhdm

Annabeth, Grover va ti tiép tuc di vé& phia cung dién. Do 1a dich Kronos nhéim téi. Ngay khi héin theo thang may 1én duoc ddy — va t0i khong nghi ngd gi
viée hin s& im duoc diéu do, cach nay hay cach khic — hin s& pha hity phong ngai, trung tAm quyén Iyrc ctia céc v than.

Hai cénh ctra béng dong kéu k&o ca ko ket mo ra. Tiéng bude chan chiing t6i vong vang trén san nha bang d4 hoa cuong. Cac chom sao toa anh sang
lanh 180 trén tran nha ctia mot can phong cuc ky rong lon. Ngon lira trong bép 1o ha thip xuong va c6 mau do duc. Nix than Hestia, trong hinh hai mot
bé gai n¥ic 4o dAmndu, gip cong ngudi va dang run rdy & ria ctia bép 10. Con Ophiotaurus budn ba boi trong qua cau mrde ctia nd. N phét ra tiéng
Moo mién cudng khi nhin thiy toi.

Trong anh lira yéu 6, nhitng chiéc ngai hét ra nhing chiéc bong xAu xi, trong nhu nhitng ban tay chi chue vo iy ching toi.

Pang dmg & chin ngai ctia than Zeus, ngurde mit nhin cac vi sao I Rachel Elizabeth Dare. C6 dy dang 6m mdt chiée binh gbm Hy Lap.

“Rachel?”” t6i n6i. “Um, cau cdm binh d6 1am gi thé?”

C6 4y ddm ddm nhin t6i nhur thé ¢6 Ay vira méi ra khoi mdt gide mo vAy. “T6 tim thiy né. N6 I cai binh ciia Pandora, phai khong?”

Do6i mit ¢d 4y sang hon binh thuong, va t6i c6 mot canh hdi tudng khong tdt knh gi vé nhiing chiée banh sandwich mbc théch va nhiing chiéc banh
cookie chay khét.

“Lam on dat binh d6 xudng di Rachel,” toi néi.

“Té ¢ thé nhin thdy Hy vong & bén trong nd.” Rachel chay nhirg ngén tay minh Ién cac hoa tiét gbm. “Rét yéu 6t.”
“Rachel”’

Giong t6i dudng nhur dira c6 Ay quay vé véi thuc tai. C6 Ay dura chiéc binh ra va t6i 6m Ay né. Mt gdm lanh nhu nurdc d4.

“Grover,” Annabeth thi thAm. “Chiing ta héy di thanh quanh cung dién. C6 thé ching ta s& tim dwoc mot it kra Hy Lap hay cac by ciia thin
Hephaestus.”



“Nhung...”

Annabeth huych cti chd vao suon cau Ay.

“Duing thé!” cau Ay la I6n. “Té yéu cac loai bay!”

Cb 4y kéo cau dy ra khoi phong ngai.

O bén ngon Itra, nit thin Hestia cudn nguoi lai trong chiéc 4o ddm ctia minh, e Iu nguoi toi hui.

“Di thoi,” t6i goi Rachel. “T mudn cdu gip mot nguoi.”

Ching t6i dén ngdi ké bén nit than.

“Nit thin Hestia,” t6i chdo.

“Chao, Percy Jackson,” nit than thi thim. “DPang ngay cang lanh hon. Giit cho ngon Iira tiép tuc chdy ngay cang kho hon.”

“T6i biét,” t61 ni. “Céc Titan dang & gan.”

Nit thin Hestia cham chii nhin Rachel. “Xin chao, bé yéu. Nguoi cudi cling ciing dén véi bép lira ctia ching ta.”

Rachel chép chép miét. “Nguoi dang mong cho t6i sa0?”’

Ni than Hestia dua hai tay minh ra va nhitng vién than bing chéy lén. Toi nhin thiy c4c hinh anh trong ngon lira: Mg t0i, duong Paul va toi dang ding
bfga trong ng:ély I¢ Ta on & ban bép; t6i va cac ban ngdi quanh hira trai & Trai Con Lai, vira hat wira nudng marshmallow; Rachel va t6i dang lai xe doc bo
bién trén chiec Prius ctia duong Paul.

Toi khong bit liéu Rachel ¢6 nhin thy dugc cing nhitng hinh dnh d6 khong, nhung sur céing thing hién hign rd ¢ hai vai ¢ &y. Hoi 4m clia ngon lira
duong nhu lan toa khap ngudi cd ay.

“Dé khang dinh vi tri clia ngwoi & bép lira,” nit than Hestia n6i vdi ¢d &y, “nguwoi phai tir bo nhirng diéu khién nguroi phan tim. D6 1 céch duy nht s&
giip nguoi ton tai duge.”

Rachel gat dau. “Toi... t6i hiéu.

“Cho d4,” t6i noi. “Ba dy dang néi vé didu gj thé?”

Rachel run rdy hit sau. “Percy, khi t& dén day... t6 da nghii ring t& dén 12 vi cau. Nhung khong phai th é. Cau va to...” C6 4y lic dau.
“Khoan da. Gior t& 1 diéu khién cau phan tim? D6 ¢6 phéi i do t¢ “khong phai d nguoi anh hing’ hay bat cir diéu gl khac khong?”
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“Té khong biét dién dat sao cho 16 rang,” c6 Ay néi. “Té bi cau thu hit boi vi... cau da md canh cira dan dén tat ca diéu ndy.” C6 4y ra hiéu vé phong
ngai. “T¢ can hiéu chinh xac nhimg gi t¢ nhin thiy. Nhung céu va t¢ — khong phai mdt phén ctia nd. S6 phin cua ching ta khong gan véi nhau. T6 nghi
céu ludn biet dicu do, tan sau trong trai tim cau.”

T6i nhin cham chim vao c6 dy. C6 thé t6i khong phéi la mdt anh chang thong minh nht thé giéi khi gap chuyén lién quan dén cac 6 gai. Nhung toi kha
chac mot dicu rang Rachel vira moi da t61. Ma dieu do cling that kho hieu vi chiing t61 chura bao gio cép voi nhau.

“Vdy... thi sao,” t0i 4p tng. “ “Cam on vi da mang t¢ dén dinh Olympus. Gap lai cau sau?’ D6 I nhing gi cau dang mudn n6i u?”
Rachel chi nhin d&dm dam vao ngon hia.

“Percy Jackson,” nir than Hestia noi. “Rachel da néi véi nguoi tht ca nhing gi ¢6 Ay ¢6 thé. Thoi diém ctia c6 4y dang dén, nhumg quyét dinh ctia nguroi
tham chi con dén mdt cach nhanh chdng hon. Ngwoi da san sang chwra?”

T6i chi mubn kéu ca ring khong, t6i tham chi con chura kip chuén bi gi hét.

Toi nhin chiéc binh ctia Pandora va day 1 lin dau tién, t6i ¢6 sy thoi thic manh mé trong viée mo np n6 ra. Hy vong hign gitr duong nhu kha vo dung
d6i voi toi. C qua nhiéu ban be t6i da chét. Rachel dang da t6i. Annabeth thi dang gién doi voi ti. Cha me t61 dang ngi trén mot con duong nao do
trong khi mbt doi quan quai vat bao vay ly toa nha nay. Pinh Olympus sap that thu. Va t61 da nhin thay qua nhiéu dieu tan 4c ma cac than da lam: than
Zeus gict chét ba Maria di Angelo; than Hades nguyén rtia Oracle cudi cung; than Hermes quay lung lai voi Luke ngay ca khi 6ng dy bict con trai minh s&
tr¢r thanh mdt nguodi xau.

Hay du hang, tiéng Prometheus thi thAm bén tai t6i. Néu khong nha ctia ngwoi s& bi phé huy. Trai yéu quy ciia nguoi s& bi dt chay.

Ri t6i nhin vao mit nit than Hestia. D6i mit d6 ctia ba 4y phat ra dnh sang 4m ap. T6i nho lai cac hinh anh t6i d4 nhin thiy trong ngon lira ciia ba iy —



ban bé va gia dinh, tit c4 moi ngudi ma ti yéu quy.

Toi nh¢ Chris Rodriguez da timg n6i: Bao vé trai chéng ¢0 y nghia gi nira I}éu cac cAu chét hét. Tt ca cc ban ciia ching ta dang 0 ddy. Va Nico, da
diing cam duong dau véi than Hades, cha cdu ta: Néu dinh Olympus bi that th, thi sy an toan cho cung dién ctia chinh cha cling ching quan trong nita.

Toi nghe duroc tiéng budc chin. Annabeth va Grover da quay tré lai phong ngai va ngimg lai khi nhin thiy chiing t6i. Toi chic ic d6 mt toi trong la m
“Percy?” Giong Annabeth dwong nhur da khong con gian ddi nita — chi day su quan tim. “Hay bon t6, trm, trd ra nhé?”

To6i dot nhién cam thiy nhur ai d6 tiém cho t6i mdt phét. Toi hiéu ti can phai lim gi

To6i nhin Rachel. “Cau s& khong lam bt ctr didu gi d6 ngu ngde, phai khong? Y 6 1a.... cAu da ndi chuyén v6i bac Chiron rdi, dung khong?”

Rachel nd mot nu cudi yéu 6t. “Cau lo Eing vé viée t6 im diéu gi d6 ngu ngde sa0?”

“Nhung v t¢ ... iéu cdu c6 6n khong?”

“Té khong biét,” c6 dy thira nhan. “Diéu d6 phu thude vao viée lidu cau co ciru thé gidi hay khong, ngudi anh hing,”

T6i nhic binh Pandora lén. Linh hdn ctia Hy vong run rdy & bén trong, ¢ kim 4m than binh lanh ng#t.

“Nit thin Hestia,” t6i noi, “t6i dura cho ngwoi cai binh nay nhu & vét hién t&.”

Ni than nghiéng dAu. “Ta Ja ngudi yéu nhét trong cac thin. Sguroi lai tin tuwdng mé trao cho ta cai d6?”

“Vinguroi 1 vi than cubi cing trén dinh Olympus,” t61 ni. “Va ciing 1 vi thdn quan trong nhét.”

“Va tai sao lai nfur thé, Percy Jackson?”

“Vi Hy vong song tt nhét bén anh Kra,” t6i ndi. “Hay bao vé n6 gitip ti, va toi s& khong bi cam dd dé tir bo thém mdt lan nao nira.”

Nir thin mim cuoi. Ba cim Ky chiéc binh trong tay va né bét du phat sang. Ngon lira trong bép 16 chy sang hon mdt it.

“Lam tt lim, Percy Jackson,” nit than n6i. “Cau mong cac than giang phiic xudng cho nguoi.”

“Chiing ta s& kham pha diéu do.” Téi nhin Annabeth va Grover. “Di thoi, cac cau.”

Toi di thing dén chiéc ngai ctia cha toi.

Negai ctia than Poseidon &  ngay canh ngai than Zeus, nhung n6 khong lon bang Chiéc ghé da duoc duc dinh vao mot caibé co thé xoay duoc, voi mit
c@p vong tron lam bing sat dé bude mot cai can cau (hay cy dinh ba). V& co ban, n6 trong gidng mot chiéc ghé trén mot con thuyén chuyén di cau &
ving bién sau, ban s& ngdi trén d6 néu ban mudn san ca map hay ca marlin hay cac con quai vat bién.

Céc thn khi & trong hinh hai tyr nhién ciia ho cao khoang sau mét, vi thé t6i chi ¢6 thé vai t6i durge @b ctia chiée ghé néu ti dudi cang hai tay minh,
“Gilp t6 leo €n,” t61 ndi voi Annabeth va Grover.

Annabeth kinh ngac. “Céau dién a?”

“Chéc thé,” t6i thira nhin.

“Percy,” Grover nhéc t0i, “cac than that sy khong danh gia cao viée c6 ngudi ngdi vao cac ngai ctia ho. Y t6 khong danh gia cao 1 ‘bién cau thanh mot
déng tro’ 4y!”

“Té mudn thu hit sy chil ¥ ctia ong Ay,” t61 néi. “Pay 1 cach duy nhét.”

Ho nhin nhau day

“Dugc 101, Annabeth n6i, “viéc ndy chéc chén s& lim 6ng 4y chi ¥ ngay.”

Ho dan tay tao thinh bic thang rdi ning toi Ién chiéc ngai. Toi cam thiy minh nhu mot dira bé véi hai chan céch qua cao so voi mat dét. Toi nhin quanh
cac chiéc ngai trong rong, u am, va t6i c6 thé hinh dung ra cam gidc the péo khi tham dy vao cudc hop HQi dong dinh Olympus — ¢6 qua nhiéu strc
manh, nhung cling ¢6 qua nhiéu tranh ¢ai, mudi mot vi than khac lubn ¢ lam theo y cta riéng ho. Toi s€ rat de dang bi hoang tuong, dé dang timkiém
quyén loi duy nhét ctia chinh minh, dic bict néu t6i 1 than Poseidon. Ngdi trén ngai ctia ong ay, 161 co cam gidc rang toan bo dai duong déu sin sang
nghe theo y t01— hang ty met khdi nurde dai duong 10ng lon dang ndi song vdi stre manh va biét bao diéu ki bi. Sao thin Poseidon lai phéi nghe 161 ngudi
khic chir? Sao 6ng 4y khong phéi 1 ngurdi manh nhét trong sé muroi hai vi thin?

R t6i e dau. Tap trung vao.



C4i ngai rung chuyén. Mot dot séng gian di v6i strc manh ciia bio tap gioi théing vao dau toi:

AIDAM...

Giong n6i ngimg ngay lp ttre. Con gidin ngudi hiin, didu nay B mot diéu tSt, vi chi véi hai tir d6 ciing gin nhu da nd tung dAu t6i thanh nhitng ménh nho.
Percy. Giong cha i van con gian nhung c6 kiém ché hon. Chinh xéc... thi con dang lam gi trén ngai ctia cha vay?

“Con xin 1i, thua cha,” t6i n6i. “Con cin su chuyctachaa.”

Viée am do 1 mot viéc that nguy hiém Ngay ca dbi véi con ciing vay. Néu cha khong nhin trude khi cha cho n tung, thi gio con da | mdt viing mréc
bién nho rdi ddy.

“Con xin 161, t6i n6i An nita. “Nhung cha oi, moi viéc tré' nén xAu di & trén nay.”

T6i ké cho 6ng dy nghe nhitng gi dang dién ra. R t6i n6i voi dng dy ké hoach ciia minh.
Ong 4y im king trong mdt quéing thoi gian dai.

Percy, nhitng gi con yéu cu 1 khong thé. Cung dién cua cha...

“Cha &, Kronos goi quan khiéu chién véi cha 1 ¢6 ¥ ca dy. Han mu6n tach cha khoi cc vi than khéc vi hin ta biét cha c6 thé m nghiéng can can strc
; ] 2

Cir cho 14 viy di, nhung hin dang tin cong nha cha.

“Con dang ¢ nha ctia cha,” t6i néi. “La dinh Olympus.”

Nén nha rung chuyén. M6t con séng gian dir tran khap dAu t6i. Toi nghi minh da di qua xa, nhung 1di sy rung chuyén d6 diu lai. Trong nén lién lac bang
tinh thin ctia t0i, 16i nghe thiy dwroc tiéng cac vund dién ra & dudi nude va am thanh ctia nhitng tiéng hd xung trin — cac Cyclops thi dang réng, con cc
namngu thi hét 1on.

“Tyson van binh an chir a?”

Céu hoi duong nhur khién cha i hoi ngac nhién. N6 van 6n. Lam t5t hon nhidu nhitng gi ta mong doi. Mic dau “vi bo dau phong’ 1 mot tiéng ho xung
trén tht ky quai.

“Cha dé cho em 4y tham chién sa0?”

Pumng thay d6i chii &&! Con nhén ra con dang yéu cau ta lim gi khong? Cung dién cta ta s& bi tan pha.
“Nhung s€ ctru duoc Olympus.”

Con c6 thé hinh dung duroc I ta phéi mit bao Jiu mdi tu stra lai cung dién nay khong? Chi can phong giai tri thoi ciing mét dén sau trim nim ddy.
‘Cha...”

Puoc rdi! S& m theo ¥ con néi. Nhung con trai ta, con phéi cau xin cho viéc imnay.

“Con dang cAu xin ma. Con dang ndi chuyén v6i cha, ding khong a?”

O... dlng vay. N6i ding im. Amphitrite — anh vé ngay dy!

mthanh ctia mdt vu nd 16n pha v sy lién lac cua ching t6i.

Toi tha nguoi tir trén ngai xubng,

Grover lo ing nhin ti. “Céu khong sao chir? Cau trd nén tai mét va... cau bét dau boc khoi.”

“Té khong c6!” Toi cii. Nhung khi ti nhin vao hai canh tay t6i. Hoi nude dang boc Ién tir hai tay 40 so'mi ciia toi. Con 16ng trén hai canh tay thi chay
xém

“Néu cau ngdi trén d6 lau thém chit nita,” Annabeth ndi, “cau s& tr dong bi dbt chay. Té hy vong I cude n6i chuyén ximg dang voi diéu d6?”
Moo, con Ophiotaurus lo Fing kéu Ién bén trong qua cau nude ciia no.

“Ching ta s& biét ngay thoi,” toi dap.



Dung Itc 4y, cira phong ngai bat mo. Thalia chay a0 vao. Cdy cung ciia ¢ 4y bi giy im doi va dng tén tréng khong,
“Céc cau phai xubng bén dudi,” ¢b Ay ndi voi ching toi. “Ké thiy dang tin cong. Va lan nay, dich than Kronos chi huy.”
Ban dang doc truyén Vi Than Cudi Cimg duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 18: Cha me toi thanh dac cong
Khi ching t6i xudng dén bén dudi, moi sy da qua mudn mang,

Céc trai vién va Thy San bj throng nm la liét trén mat dét. Clarisse chéc da danh thua tén khong 16 Hyperborean, vi ¢ ta v cd xe bay bj dong cling
trong mdt khoi nude da. Khong thay bong dang bat clr nhan mé nao. Ho, hodc thao chay vi hoang loan, hoéc bi tan bien.

Doi quan Titan bao vay Ky toa nha, dang dimg cach cac ctra chinh khoang sau mét. D1 quan tién phong cua Kronos di dﬁu g@)m‘f Ethan Nakamura, nit
hoang dracaenae trong b 4o gidp miu xanh luc va hai g khong 16 Hyperborean. T6i khong thay Prometheus dau ca. Chéc gi chon hoixao quyét ay
chic dang tron biét trong tong hanh dinh ctia chiing r6i. Nhung ban than Kronos lai dig ngay phia trude véi ludi hai lam lam

Vit duy nhét dang dimg can duong hén k...

“Bac Chiron,” Annabeth ndi, giong co dy day lo so.

Néu c6 nghe, bac y ciing khong tra 1i. Bac dy girong cung tén chia thing vao mit Kronos.

Ngay khi nhin thiy t6i, d6i nit vang ctia Kronos toe lira. Moi co bip trong ngudi t6i dong cimg lai. ROi g dimg dau cac than Titan d6 chuyén sy chi y
cua minh sang bac Chiron.*“Budc sang mdt bén ndo, con trai bé nho.”

Viée Luke goi bac Chiron 1 con trai ctia hn ta nghe da khong lot tai chiit ndo, thé nhung Kronos thém sur coi thuong trong giong néi ctia hén, nhur thé
tlr con trai I tir t€ nhat ma han c6 thé nghi dén.

“T6i e |1 khong ™ Giong bac Chiron nghe that binh tinh va ctmg rin, d6 1 cach ndi bac Ay thudng c6 khi bac Ay tht sy gian di.
T6i ¢b chuyén dong, nhung chan t6i gidng nhur duge phi bé tong, Annabeth, Grover, va Thalia ciing c6 stre, nhur thé ho ciing bi ket clmg nhur toi.
“Béc Chiron!” Annabeth néi. “Cén than!”

Nit hoang dracaenae sbt rudt va lao dén thn cong. Mili tén ctia béc Chiron bay thing va giim giita hai méit va muy ta tan bién ngay tai chd. B9 4o giép
trong rong roi lodng xodng xuong mat duong.

Béc Chiron véi tay Ky mdt mii tén khéc nhung 6ng tén hét nhén. Bac 4y quiing cung xudng va riit kiém ra. Toi biét bac y khong thich dénh nhau véi
kiém. N6 chura bao gio 14 vii khi yéu thich ctia bac ay.

Kronos chic ludi. Han ta tién én mdt budc va phan ngwa ctia bac Chiron I lai ddy so hiii. Cai dudi ctia bac 4y dung dua qua lai.

“Nguoi a thdy gido,” Kronos ché nhao. “Khéng phai i mot anh hing.”

“Luke 12 mdt anh hing,” bac Chiron néi. “Cau ta 1 mdt nguoi tdt, cho dén khi nguroi im hong cau ta.”

“NOI DOI!” Tiéng Kronos am rung chuyén ca thanh phd. “Ngwoi chi dura vao dau nloi hira xudng, Nguoi ndi céc than quan tim dén t6i sa0?”

“T61,” bac Chiron nhanh tri nhan ra. ‘“Nguoi ndi toi.”

Kronos trong kha bdi rdi, va ngay thoi diém d6, bac Chiron tin cong, DO 1 mt thé tin cong rét diéu huyén — mdt don nhir theo sau boi mdt et dam vao
mat. Toi c6 the s& khong the nao d& duge cu dam do, nhung Kronos rat nhanh. Han ta c6 moi k¥ nang chien dau ctia Luke, ma diu do Ia da qua nhieu.
Han ta danh bay ludi kiém ctia bac Chiron va hét 1on, “LUI LAI!”

Mot anh sang trang chéi mit n tung giita gi Titan va nhin mé. Bac Chiron bay thang dén mot bén twong ciia toa nha véi mdt lye manh dén ndi birc
turong v vun va do sap Ién phia trén nguoi bac Ay.

“Khong!” Annabeth gao Ién. Cau than ch bét dong bi pha v&. Ching t6i chay vé phia ngudi thy gido ctia minh, nhung ching thiy bac dy dau ca. Thalia
va toi tuyét vong dao béi ddng gach khi mot tiéng curdi xAu xi vang 1én khip quéan Titan.
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“NGUOI!” Annabeth quay sang Luke. “Nghi ring ta... ring ta da nghi...”

C6 4y it dao ctia minh ra.

“Annabeth, dimg.” Toi ¢ ndm iy tay c6 4y, nhung co Ay da hét tay toi ra.

C6 4y thn cong Kronos, va nu cuoi ty mén trén khu6n mit hén bién mét. C6 thé phan ndo d6 ctia Luke nhé dwoc ring hén ta da tung thich c6 gai nay,
da timg cham soc cho co 4y khi ¢6 4y con bé. C6 4y dammiii dao vao giita cac soi day budc ao gidp, ngay canh xuong don cta han. Ludi dao dang &
s€ ngdp sdu vao nguc hén ta. Thay vi the 16 bat nguroc tr6 lai. Annabeth gap nguoi lai, nam chét tay minh vao ving bung ctia ¢6 4y. Cu bat nguoc d6 co
thé dit e dé 1am trat khop vai ctia ¢d Ay thém lan nita.

Toi 6m Ay hung c6 4y va kéo manh c6 4y i lai khi Kronos vung ludi hai, chém mot It vao ngay ding noi Annabeth vira dimg,

Co 4y danh t6i va hét lén, “TA HN nguoi!” Toi khong chic c6 4y dang ndi vé ai— t6i hay Luke hay Kronos. Nudc miét chay dai thanh vét trén gd mé
day bui cta co ay.

“T6 phai d4u voi ,” t6i n6i vi co y.
“D6 ciing Ia tran chién ctia td, Percy!”
Kronos cudi khing khyc. “That can dam. Ta c6 thé hiéu tai sao Luke mudn tha cho nguoi. Khong may, diéu d6 I khong thé.”

Hién ta vung ludi hai. Toi sin sang dé phong ngyr, nhung trude khi Kronos kip ra tay, tiéng cho tru vang Ién ddu d6 ding sau quén cua than Titan.
“Arroooo0000!”

Toi khong déam hy vong gi nhidu, nhung ti goi lon, “O’Leary?”

DOi quan ctia ké thi chuyén dong khong yén. Roi diéu ky la nhét da xdy ra. Ching bt dau tach ra hai, tao ra mdt 16i di trong rong khiip con duong nhur
the cd thir gi d6 phia sau ching dang budc ching lam the.

Thét nhanh sau d6, mot 16i di hep xudt hién kéo dai dén giira Pai 16 Nam Bmg & cudi mot day nha 1 con ché khdng 16 cia t6i va mot hinh ngurdi nhd
bé trong b 4o gidp den.

“Nico?” t6i goi to.

“GU GU!” Con O’Leary dam b6 vé phia t6i, ching them dé y dén cac con quai vat dang g‘ﬁm gir & ca hai bén. Nico thong tha tién toi. DOi quan ké thi
It Jai trude cdu ta nhu thé ban than ciu ta toa ra sur chét choc, va di nhién cau ta da lam diéu do.

Qua tAm Iudi bao vé mit ciia chiéc mii sat hinh dAu A, cau ta mim cudi. “Ba nhin duoc 10i nhin. Lidu ¢ qua tré dé tham gia tiée ting khong?”
“Con trai ctia Hades,” Kronos nhd nudc bot 1én mit dét. “Nguoi thich cai chét dén ndi mubn trai nghiém diéu d6 sa0?”

“Céi chét ctia nguoi,” Nico n miéng tra miéng, “s& 12 diéu rt tuyét dbi voi ta.”

“Ta Ia bat tir, 0 ngde! Ta da thoat khoi Tartarus. Nguoi khong c6 chuyén gi & day, va khong co co hoi dé song dau.”

Nico riit kiém ciia cAu ta ra — mdt cy kiém bang sit Stygian sic bén, cuc ky nguy hiém dai khoang chin phén, va c6 miu den nhu mdt con ac mong,
“Ta khong dong y.

Miat dat rung chuyen Cac khe nirt xudng hién trén duong ph, via he, va tudng cta cac tda nha. Nhiing ban tay xwong vuon Ién trong khong khi khi
nhitng ngudi chét ngoi Ién thé gidi clia ngudi séng. Hang ngan nguoi xudt hién, va khi ho xuét hién, cac con quai vat clia thin Titan nhay dung Ién va thbi
Tui.

“GIU VONG HANG NGU!” Kronos ra Iénh. “Lii ngudi chét do khong phai 1a dich thi ctia ching ta.”

Biu troi trd nén t6i den va lanh 18o. Bong ti ngy cang day dac. Mot hdi ti1 va xung tran chdi tai vang Ién, va khi cac chién binh ngudi chét tap trung
thanh cac hang voi stng, grom, va gido thi mbt co xe ngwa khdng 16 gao thét phong dén tir Pai 16 Nam. N6 théng két bén canh Nico. Pan ngira kéo xe
13 nhitng c4i bong sbng, duge tao thanh tir bong thi. C6 xe dugc dat vang va kham cac tinh thé nii Iira, duoc trang tri bing cac hinh anh ctia nhitng c4i
chét ddy dau don. Dich than than Chét Hades cam curong, nit than Demeter va nit than Persephone di phia sau ong ta.

Than Hades miic 4o giap den va mot chiéc 4o choang miu doé twoi nhur méu. Phia trén cai dau tring béch B mdt chiée mi st ctia bong toi: mdt cai
vurong mién phat ra sy kinh hi thuan tiy. N6 thay d6i hinh dang khi t6i nhin — tir dau mdt con rong sang mdt vong tron kira miu den va mot cai vong
nguyét qué dugc két bang xwong nguoi. Nhung d6 van chura phai didu déng so nhat. Cai mii di vao dau t6i va khoi day cac con ac mdng toi t& nhat, cac
1ndi so bi mét nhét ctia t6i. Toi mubn bod vao mot cai 16 va tron trong d6, va toi co thé n6i ring quan ctia ké thi ciing cd ciing cam giac nhu ti. Chi ¢6
quyén luc va strc manh ctia Kronos moi giit cho doi quén ctia hiéin ta khong quay dau bo chay.

Than Hades mim cudi lanh king. “Chéio cha. Cha trong... tré qua.”



“Hades,” Kronos gam Ién. “Ta hy vong nguoi va cac quy ba day dén dé thé hién long trung thanh.”

“Ta e la khong” Thén Hades thé dai. “Con trai ta ddy da thuyé't‘phuc ta (éng c6 I& ta nén sap xép lai danh sach cac ké thu quan trong ctia ta.” (A)ng’ta
lic nhin ti v6i sy chan ghét. “Cho dui ta ¢ khong thich tén 4 than m6i ndi ndo d6 nhicu nhur the nao, ta cling s& khong lam cho dinh Olympus bi that thu.
Ta s& nh& viéc cdi nhau véi cc anh chi em trong nha. Va néu c6 mit diéu ma tat ca chiing ta déu dong y — d6 chinh I ngrro' mdt nguoi cha TOI TE.”
“Diing thé,” nit thin Demeter im bdm. “Khong biét thuréng thirc ndng nghiép.”

“Me!” nit than Persephone kéu ca.

Than Hades rat kiém, d6 1 mot kuedi kiém hai hedi im bang sit Stygian duoc khic bang bac. “Gid ddu véi ta di ndo! Vi ngdy hom nay, Gia dinh Hades
s€ duoc goi 1a nhiing vi ctru tinh ctia dinh Olympus.”

Kronos cau nhau. “Ta khong c6 thoi gian cho diéu d6.”

Hin bd ludi hai xudng dat. Mot vét nirt toa ra & ca hai phia, bao quanh Toa nha Enmpire State. Mot brc twong ning lwong toa sang lung linh doc theo vét
nit, ngin quén tién phong cua Kronos, cac ban ctia t6i va tdi khéi phan con lai ciia quan déi hai bén.

“Hén lam g} thé nhi?” t6i Lu bau.
“C5 lap ching ta,” Thalia gi4i thich. “Hén ta dang triét ha cac hang rao ma thuat quanh Manhattan — chi dé lai toa nha niy va ching ta.”

Khong con nghi ngd gi nita, ¢ phia ngoai hang rao bao vé, cac dong co xe lai hoat dong trd lai. Cac khach bo hanh tinh ddy va nhin mdt cach khong thé
ndo hiéu duoc vé phia cac con quai vt va cac xac udp dang bao quanh ho. Khong noi i ¢én nhing gi ho da nhin théy xuyén qua Man Surong M, nhung
61 ¢6 thé chic mot diéu ring n6 kha 1 déng so. Céc canh cira xe dugc md ra. Va & phia cudi day nha, dwong Paul Blofis va me i bude ra tir chiéc
Prius cua ho.

“Khoéng,” to1 noi. “Pung...”

Me 6i ¢6 kha nang nhin xuyén qua Man Swong Mu. Nhin nét n¥it ba, t6i doan me hiéu moi viéc nghiém trong nhur thé ndo. To6i hy vong me toi quay dau
chay. Nhung me nhin thing vao mét toi, rdi néi gi d6 v6i duong Paul, va ca hai chay thing vé phia ching toi.

Toi khong thé goi I6n. Didu cudi cing t6i mudn kam 1 khién Kronos dé miét dén ba.

May thay, thin Hades dang lam cho hén ta xao Bing. Ong ta tAn cong vao birc twdng ning rong, nhung ¢b xe ngwra ciia 6ng ta dAm sam vao n6 va da
lat nghiéng. Ong ta dimg day, nguyén ria, va chém manh véi tia ning hrong mau den. Birc tudng van dimg tro tro.

“TN CONG!” ong ta réng lén.

Céc canh quan ngudi chét danh nhau véi cac con quai vt ctia than Titan. Pai 16 Nam hoan toan hdn loan. Con ngudi kéu thét va chay toan loan tim chd
nép. Ni than Demeter vay tay va toan bo mot hang quin cac tén khdng 16 bién thanh mot canh ddng lia my. Nir thin Persephone bién céc cy gido cia
dam dracaenae thanh nhitng bong hoa huéng duong, Nico chém giét va ludn lach qua doi ngii ctia ké thil, ¢d bao vé cac khéch bd hanh mot cach tt
nhat ¢ thé. Cha me t6i chay vé phia ti, né tranh cac quai vat va xéc udp, nhung toi khong thé 1am bat cir diéu gi dé gitp ho.

“Nakamura,” Kronos ra nh. “Theo ta. Hai tén khong 16 — d6i pho véi ching,”
Hién chi vé phia ti va cac ban toi. Roi di nhanh vao sanh.

Trong mdt gidy, ti da rét stmg sbt. Toi dang mong doi mdt cude ddu tay d6i, nhung Kronos hoan toan K t6i di nhu thé t6i khong xtmg I d6i thi ciia
han. bicu d6 khién t6i gian dién lén.

Chuy cua gi khéng 16 Hyperborean thir nhét gidng xuéng dAu t6i. Toi chui qua hang hén, dam thanh Thily Triéu vao giira lung tén nay. Hén v& tung thanh
déng bang vun. Tén khong 10 thr hai phun suong gid vé phia Annabeth, nguoi hién khé c6 thé dimg vimg, nhung Grover da kéo ¢6 4y ra khoi do trong
khi Thalia d6i ph6 v6i hén. C6 4y lao nhanh nhur mdt con linh duong gazen lén lung g3 khdng 16, 6t cac con dao sin ciia ¢d 4y ngang qua chiéc ¢ mau
xanh dwong to 1, va tao ra birc turong bing khong dau 16n nht thé gioi.

Toi liéc ra phia bén ngoai ctia birc twong ma thuéit. Nico vira dénh vira tién gin dén chd me 0 va duong Paul, nhung hai ngwoi khong chor ciru vién.
Duogng Paul nhit cay kiém ctia mdt anh hing d hy sinh va da lam rat tot viéc gitt cho mdt muy dracaena ban ron. Ong ddm vao bung 4 ta va 4 ta tan bién
di

“Duong Paul?”” t6i ndi véi sy kinh ngac.

Ong 4y quay sang cudi voi toi. “Ta hy vong minh vira moi giét chét mdt con quai vat. Ta 1 dién vién chinh trong cac vo kich Shakespeare khi con ¢ dai
hoc! Hoc duoc mot it thudt danh kiem!”

Toi thich 6ng dy tham chi con nhiéu hon vi diéu do, nhung 1oi Mot tén khong 16 Laistrygonian tin cong vé phia me t6i. Ba dang Iuc tim thir gi d6 trong xe
canh sat bi bo roi — ¢6 & dang tim thiét bj lién lac khan cap — va lung ba iy quay ra ngoai.



“Me!” t6i hét Iom.

Me t6i xoay ngudi khi tén khong 16 gan nhur phi Fy phia trén me t6i. Toi da nghl thir me t6i cim trong tay | mot chiéc dit cho dén khi ba dy bép ¢d va
phat ban ra tir khau sting san day tén khong 16 I xa dén sau mét, roi ding vao miii kiém ctia Nico.

“Cu ban dep ddy,” duong Paul khen.

“Me hoc ban siing san hdi nao vay?” toi hoi.

Me théi lon toc xoa xudng mit. “Khoang hai gidy trrde. Percy, b me khong sao dau. Con cir di dil”

“Ping thé,” Nico ddng ¥, “bon em s& dbi phé voi quén ciia ching. Anh phai tom bang duoc tén Kronos d6!”

Amnabeth giuc. “Pi théi, Oc Tao Bién!” Toi gt dau. Rdi t6i nhin ddng gach v& & mdt bén toa nha. Tim t6i dau nhéi. Toi d3 quén bac Chiron. Sao t6i cb
thé 1am thé?

“O’Leary,” t0i néi. “Lamon... bac Chiron dang ¢ bén dudi. Néu co bét cir ai ¢6 thé tim va 16i bac 4y ra, chi c6 thé d miy. Tim béc dy di! Gitp bac iy
nhé!”

T6i khong chic n6 hiéu durge bao nhiéu, nhung né lao vé phia dng gach va bt dau dao béi. Annabeth, Thalia, Grover, va i kéo nhau chay vao thanh
may.

Ban dang doc truyén Vi Than Cudi Ciing dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 19: Canh hoang tan giira thanh pho vinh hiang

Cay cau lén dinh Olympus dang dan tan bién di. Ching toi budc ra khoi thang méy, dat chan Ién con dudng da hoa curong mau tréing va ngay Bp tirc cac
vet nirt xuat hién bén dudi chan chiing toi.

“Nhay dil” Grover kéu lén. Diéu d6 kha d& dang véi cau Ay vi mdt phéan trong cau dy B mdt con dé nui.
Céu Ay nhay dén mdt phién d4 khac trong khi ching t6i thi nghiéng nga déy kinh so.

“Thanh thin, 16 ghét d6 cao!” Thalia hét I6n khi ciing t6i nhay theo Grover. Nhung Annabeth khong thé goi 1 nhay gioi. C6 Ay trurot chan va hét 1on,
“Percy!”

Toi tém duroc tay ¢b Ay khi mét duong roi xubng, v& tan thanh byi. Trong mot gidy, toi nghi ¢o ay s& keéo ca hai ti cing roi xudng. Hai chan cd 4y lo
g gitta khong trung, Tay ¢ ay truot dan cho dén khi t6i chi ndim duoc miy ngdn tay. Vira lic Ay, Grover va Thalia ndm chit hai chén t6i, cho t6i thém
strc manh. Annabeth s& khong thé roi xudng.

Toi kéo cd Ay Ién va ching t6i nim run rdy trén mét dudng, T6i da khong nhan ra ching t6i dang 6m choang Iy nhau cho dén khi ¢ dy dot nhién cimg
nguoi lai.

“Um, camon cau,” ¢O éy thi thAm.
Toi ¢b ndi khong sao, nhung 101 phat ra tir miéng t6i lai 1, “U’, t6 biét roi.”

“Di tiép ndo!” Grover giat vai toi. Ching t6i voi budng nhau ra va chay nurde rit bang qua chlec cau trén khong khi cang thém nhidu tang d4 13 ra va roi
vao thinh khong, Chiing t6i vira dén durgc chan nii, mang dudng cubi ciing ciing vira rét xudng,

Annabeth ngodi dau nhin vé thang méy, hién hoan toan khong thé nio dén dugc — mdt b cira bang kim loai sang bong dang treo lo limg gitta khong
gian, khong con gan ket voi bat cir cai gi, & do cao sau tram tang phia trén Manhattan.

“Chiing ta bi bo lai,” ¢6 4y néi. “Chi mjt minh ching ta.”

“Be... e... eh!” Grover dong tinh. “Sur lién két giira dinh Olympus va nuréc My dang bién mét. Néu no that thi...”

Thalia nhin dinh:

“Lan nay, c4c than s& khong chuyén sang mot qudc gia khac,” Thalia nhan dinh. “Déy 1 ngy tan ciia dinh Olympus. Cai két

Ching i chay xuyén qua cac con duong, Nhiéu dinh thy dang bdc chay. Céc bire trong bi kéo db. Cay cdi trong céc cong vién bi chém thanh timg
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ménh. Trong nhur thé ai d6 d tin cong thanh phd véi mdt chiée méy cat co cam tay khong 16.

“Ludi hai ctia Kronos,” t0i noi.

Ching t6i di theo con durdng ubn lron vé phia cung dién ctia cac vi than. Toi nhé con dudng ndy ciing khong dai Jim. C6 & Kronos d lam cho thoi gian
trdi cham hon, hoiic ¢6 18 s so hai khién t6i di chdm lai. Toan bo thanh phd trén dinh nti & trong tinh trang d6 nat nghiém trong. Nhidu toa nha trang 16

va cac vuon cay xinh dep da khong con.

M6t vai tiéu thin va cc tinh linh tir nhién d4 ¢b can duong Kronos. Nhiing gi con lai cia ho nim réi rac trén con dudng — cac manh vor ciia 4o gidp,
quan 4o bixé rach, kiémva gido gly lam doi.

O dau d6 phia trude ching toi, giong Kronos hét lén: “Tirng vién, timg vién gach mdt! D6 1a i hira cta ta. Kéo giat no xudng, TUNG VIEN, TUNG
VIEN GACH MOT!”

M6t dén thd xdy bang d4 hoa cuong tréng Vo mai vom bang vang bét ngd nd tung. Méi vom bin Ién cao nhur néip 4m tra rdi vy tan thanh triéu manh,
gach vun roi nhur mira xudng khap thanh pho.

“D6 Ia dén tho nir than Arteris,” Thalia can nhén, “Han ta s& sém tra gia cho diéu do.”

Ching t6i dang chay bén dudi mdt méi vom bang d4 hoa cuong véi cac bure trong khong 16 ctia thin Zeus va ni than Hera khi toan bo ngon nii kéu
gao, lac Iu sang hai bén nhu mdt chiec thuyén trong con gidng bao.

“Coi chimg!” Grover hét Ion. Méi vom sup do. Toi ngude Ién ding lic dé nhin thay birc twong nit than Hera dang cau c6 néng hai muroi tan do up xudng
phia trén ching t6i. Annabeth va t6i s€ bi dé bep, néu nhur Thalia tir phia sau khong day chiing t6i ra khoi pham vi ctia bire tuong,

Grover hét lon. “Thalia!”
Khi bui tan d4n va ngon niii ngimg rung Jic, ching t6i thay Thalia van sng, nhung hai chin c6 4y bi méc ket bén dudi birc tuong

Ching toi tuyét vong ddy birc turong, nhung viée ndy phéi c6 sur gifip stre ctia mdt vai Cyclops méi duoe. Khi ching t6i ¢b kéo Thalia ra khoi d6, co dy
hét Ién vi dau.

Con géi than Zeus uét trc. “Td da séng sot trong toan b cac tran chién do, va gid t& bi danh bai boi mt khiic d4 ngu ngde nay!”

“P6 I twong ciia nit than Hera,” Annabeth ni ddy gidn dit. “Ca nim nay, ba ta déu c tinh hai t&. Birc tuong ciia ba ta s& giét t6 néu cau khong diy
bontd di”

Thalia nhin nh6. “Pugc 1di, dimg dimg do6 nira! To khong sao dau. Dibil”

Ching t6i khong ai mudn dé ¢6 Ay lai, nhung ti c6 thé nghe thiy tiéng Kronos cuoi dic théng khi hin dén dugc sanh cac vi thin. C6 thém nhiéu toa nha
khéc bind tung

Téi hira, “Bon t& s€ quay lai.”

Thalia rén ri. “T¢ s& ching di dau dau.”

Mot qué cau lira roi tring mdt bén suron niii, gin ngay cac canh cong ctia cung dién.
“Chiing ta phai chay,” t6i noi.

“Té hy vong y ctia cau khong phéi I trbi chét dy nhé,” Grover tran tré hy vong,
Toi chay nhur bay vé phia cung dién. Annabeth & ngay phia sau toi.

“Té ¢ Ia phai im thé thoi,” Grover tho dai, chay 1p cop & phia sau ching toi.

Céc canh cira ctia cung dién rong du 16n dé 1i mot chiée du thuyén chay qua, nhung ching da bi giat khoi ban 1& va dap tan timg manh nhur thé n6 ching
¢6 gi ning, Chiing t6i phai tréo qua mot dng da v vun va kim loai bi xoén lai khéng 16 dé vao duogc bén trong

Kronos ding gitra phong ngai, hai canh tay hén dang rong, dang nhin chim chim Ién tran nha day sao nhur thé nhu dang nudn thau tom tit ca. Tiéng
cuoi cua han ta vang vong thdm chi con 16n hon so voi khi n6 phat ra tir day Tartar

“Cubi ctng!” héin gAm Ién. “Hoi dong dinh Olympus — qua 1ong By va hing manh. Ta nén phé huy cai ghé nio trude nhi?”

Ethan Nakamura dimg sang mot bén, cb dé dung ngoai duong di cua ludi hai trong tay chii tuéng. Bép lira gz‘ln nhu Tui tan hén, chi con vai méu than le
161 vuii trong dong tro tan. Khong thdy bong dang nit than Hestia dau ca. Ca Rachel ciing thé. T01 hy vong c6 4y van binh an vo su, nhung 61 da nhin
thiy qua nhiéu s tan pha, vi thé t01 khong dam nghi tiép nita. Con Ophlotaurus boi trong quéa cau nurde & tit trong goc phong, ¢b khong gay mot tiéng
dong nho ndo, nhung s& khong mét nhidu thi gian trude khi Kronos chii y dén nd.



Annabeth, Grover va t6i budc vé phia anh sang. Ethan nhin thiy ching toi trude.
Hén nhic, “Thra ngii.”

Kronos quay lai v mim cudi bang khuon mit ctia Luke. Ngoai trir doi mit vang, han ta trong y hét Luke ciia bén niim trude, khi anh ta cho dén toi
vao nha than Hermes. Annabeth khé& kéu dau dén trong c6 ¢6 ay, nhur thé ai d6 wira cho c6 ay mdt ci cuc manh vay.

“Liéu ta c6 nén tiéu diét miy trude khong, ha Jackson?” Kronos hoi. “May s& Iwra chon thé ndo — chong lai ta va chét thay cho viée cti dau khuét phuc
trude ta? Céc 10i tién tri s€ khong bao gio cd mot cai két tot dep, may biet dicu d6 ma.”

“Luke s& chién d4u voi mot thanh kiém,” t6i khich. “Nhung ta cho ring nguoi khong c6 dugc ki nang nhur anh ta.”

Kronos gim 1én. Ludi hai cta hén bt dau bién dbi, cho dén khi héin cam trong tay vii khi cii ctia Luke — thanh Backbiter, véi nira hrdi kiém bang thép,
nira con lai la dong celestial.

Pimg canh t6i, Annabeth ha hdc miéng nhu thé ¢6 Ay dot nhién co ¥ tudng gi d6. “Percy, con dao!” C6 Ay rit dao ctia minh ra. “Linh hon clia ngudi anh
hing, vii khi bi nguyén rua s& don lay.”

To6i khong hiéu sao ¢d Ay lai nhd vé 10i tién tri d6 ngay lic ndy. D6 chéic chéin khong phai 1 chét nang tinh thin cho t6i, nhung trurde khi t6i kip n6i bat ctr
diéu gi, Kronos da vung gurom

“Doil” Annabeth hét 1én.

Kronos tién vé phia toi nhur mdt con lc.

Cac ban nang clia 61 xudt hién. Toi tranh né va dam, chém va kn di nhung t6i ¢6 cam gidc nhu minh dang dAu v6i mdt tram kiém si vay. Bthan I sang
bén, dinh tAn cong toi tir phia sau, nhung Annabeth da chéin ngay trurde mit cau ta. Hai ngudi ho bit dau dau tay d6i, nhung t0i khong tap trung ndi idé
xem cd aydang lam g T6i mo hd nhin ra Grover dang thdi sio. m thanh tran vao trong co thé t6i v6i sur 4m ap va can dam— nhing ¥ nghii vé& 4nh néing
va mit bau trdi xanh trong va mot dong ¢0 binh yén, & dau d6 cach xa cudc chién.

Kronos déy t6i dén sat ngai thin Hephaestus. Do 1a mot chiéc ghe glong kiéu ghé thur giéin ciia L-Z-Boy chay bang may duoc bao phil vdi cac banh rang
bang ddng va bac. Kronos chém xubng va t6i nhay ngay vao chiéc ghé. Cai ngai phét ra 4m thanh vo vo va ri rAim véi cac méy moc bi mit. Ché do
phong thiy, n6 canh béo. Ché do phong thil

biéu do that khong tot. Toi nhay qua dau Kronos khi cai ngai ban ra cac tua dién v& moi huéng. Mot tua bén vao ngay mit Kronos, phong dién vao
ngudi han va nang thanh kiém ctia han ta Ién.

“AAA!” Hin d6 up nguoi va khuyu gbi xudng, budng roi thanh Backbiter.
Annabeth tim thiy co hdi ciia c6 dy. C6 Ay d4 Fthan ving ra ngoai va tan cong Kronos. “Luke, nghe em nay!”

T6i mudn hét vao mt ¢d Ay, n6i voi co Ay rang co that dién 10 khi ¢b 16i Iy 1& voi Kronos, nhung khong kip nita roi. Kronos phay tay. Nguoi Annabeth
bay It lai, d4p manh vao ngai ctia me minh va d6 guc xudng san.

Toi thét Ien. “Annabeth!”
Ethan Ibm cdm dimg day. Gid' cau ta dimg chéin gitta Annabeth va t6i. Néu du vai cau ta, t6i phéi quay hung lai véi Kronos.

Tiéng sao ctia Grover chuyén sang giai diéu gip gap hon. Cau y tién vé phia Annabeth, nhung cau 4y khong thé di nhanh hon va van tiép tuc thoi sao.
Co moc trén san ctia phong ngai. Céc r€ cdy nho xiu nhi Ién gitra cac khe vet niit ctia da hoa curong,

Kronos chong mot gbi dimg day. Toc hén ta Am i chay. Mt héin day vét bong vi tia ira dién. Han v6i tay vé phia thanh kiém, nhung lin nay n6 da khong
bay vé tay hén.

“Nakamura!”” hén ta rén ri. “Pa dén ltc chimg minh chinh minh. Ngwoi biét diém yéu bi mét ctia Jackson. Giét hén, va nguoi s& nhn dugc cac phin
thudng khong gi do dém duge.”

Ethan nhin xudng ving ngang théit krng 5, va t0i chic cu ta da biét. Ngay ca khi cau ta khong thé giét chét toi, tht ca nhitng gi cAu ta cn lim | n6i cho
Kronos. T6i ching c6 cach nao dé ty bdo v¢ chinh minh méi mi.

“Hay nhin quanh xem, Ethan,” t0i n6i. “Ngay tan ctng ctia thé gioi. Pay Ia phan thuong ma nguoi mubn sao? Nguoi thue sy mudn moi thir b hity diét —
diéu tot cling nhu di€u xau? Moi thir sao?”

Gio Grover gan nhu da dén duoc gin Annabeth. Co moc day hon trén nén nha. Nhitng c4i ré cay da dai dugc gan ba phén, trong nhu nhitng cong rdu
moi nhi

“Chang ¢6 ngai cho nir than Nemesis,” Ethan lim bam. “Khong ¢ ngai cho me ta.”



“Ding thé!” Kronos dinh dimg 1én nhung lai trurot chin ngi xudng, O phia trén tai tréi clia héin ta, mt mang toc vang van con bdc khoi. “Ha hét ching
di! Ching phai tra gia.”

“Ngwoi da n6i me minh I ni thén ciia sw cOng bing,” toi nhéic lai cho cu ta. “Céc tiéu thin x(mg déng dugc dbi xir tét hon, Ethan, nhung tit ¢ toan b
su pha hiy ndy khong thé goi Ia can bang, Kronos khdng bao gio xay dung, Han ta chi pha hiy thoi.”

Ethan nhin ci ngai vin dang kéu xéo x¢o cta thin Hephaestus. Tiéng nhac ctia Grover van tiép tuc vang lén, va Ethan ic I theo nd, nhur thé bai hat goi
cho céu ta nh¢ dén ngay xua — wdc muon nhin thaly mot ngdy tuoi dep, ¢ khap moi noi chir khong chi & ddy. Bén mat con lanh ctia cau ta chdp chdp.

Vi céu ta lao t6i tAn cong... nhung khong nhidm vao toi.

Trong lic Kronos van con dang quy gbi, Ethan chém manh kiém ctia minh Vao gay hén ta. Péng 1§ Kronos chét ngay tirc khéc, nhung nguoc lai, ludi
kiém ctia Ethan lai gy vun. Ethan ngfl ngira, hai tay 6m byng, M6t manh kiém vé d4 bat nguroc lai va dam thing 4o giap clia ciu ta.

Kronos loang choang dtmg Ién, dirg nhin xudng thudc ha ctia hin. “Dd phan boi,” hin ta gim lén.
Tiéng nhac ctia Grover van tiép tuc vang én va co6 moc Ién bao quanh co thé ciia Ethan. Ethan nhin t6i, khudn mit cau ta co riam lai vi dau dén.
“Déng duoc dbi xir t6t hon,” ciu ta thd hdén hén. “Néu ho chi... can co nhitng cai ngai...”

Kronos ddm chan va nén nha quanh Ethan Nakamura v& ra. Con trai ctia ni thin Nemesis roi xudng 16 hong di thing dén trung tim ctia ngon nti — roi
thang vao khong gian rong md phia bén dudi.

“Mit quéa nhiéu thoi gian cho thang quy d6.” Kronos nhit kiém ctia hdn ta én. “Va giov Ia thoi gian danh cho tit ca bon nguroi.”
Y nghii duy nhét ctia t6i la giit cho hén tranh xa khoi Annabeth.
Grover gio dd ¢ bén ¢6 dy. Cau Ay da ngimg thdi sio va dang cho Annabeth 3n banh thanh.

Kronos di dén dau, r& cdy quin chan hén dén d6. Nhung Grover ngimg phép thuét clia cau Ay qué som. Nhimg chiéc ré cdy khong dii day va di manh
dé Iamnhieu hon ngoai viéc quay ray Kronos.

Ching t6i danh nhau bang qua bép lira, d4 tung than va cac tan lira. Kronos chémbay mot bén thanh ngai cua than Ares, diéu d6 ciing khong c6 van dé
g v6i t6i, nhung lién sau d6, hin ta ddy t6i ki v& ngai ctia cha ti.

“0, ding 16i,” Kronos mia mai. “Day s& mdi nhen lira St cho bép kra moi cia tal”

Hai ludi kiém va vao nhau tao ra mdt con mura tia lira. Han ta manh hon i, nhung trong khoanh khéc, t01 cam nhan dugc strc rmnh ctia dai duong lan
truyen trong hai canh tay toi. Toi ddy hin ta i lai va lai tAn cong — chém manh thanh Thity Triéu ngang miéng che ngwre manh dén ndi t6i tao ra duge mot
vét ct dai va siu lén 16p dong celestial do.

Hin ta gidm chin lan nita va thoi gian troi chm lai. Toi ¢ tin cong nhung t6i dang di chuyén véi tdc d6 clia mot dong song bang. Kronos ung dung i
lai, thé Ay hoi. Hin ta cti xung xem vét rach trén 4o giap trong khi ti gang tién vé phia trude, bung khong ngot nguyén ria hén. Han ta ¢6 thé muon
nghi ltc nao, bao [au tiry thich. Tham chi hén c6 kha néng bt toi dimg béat dong bt cir ic nao. Hy vong duy nhét ctia toi ring lm thé hén s& mét strc
dan. Néu t6i c6 thé lam héin kiét stre duoc thi...

“Percy Jackson, qua mudn rdi,” hin ta néi. “Hay nhin.”

Hn chi bép lira va nhitng méu than bing chay lén. Mot min khoi tring mong bay Ién tir ngon lira, tao thanh cac hinh anh gidng mot thong diép Iris. Toi
nhin thiy Nico va cha me t6i & trén Pai 16 Nam, bi bao vay boi quén thiy, dang tuyét vong chdng tra. O phia sau, than Hades chién d4u trén chiéc xe
ngya den, triéu hdi hét I6p nay dén 16p khéc céc xic udp leo ra khoi mit dat, nhung doi quan ctia Titan duong nhur v tan. Trong lic d6, Manhattan tiép
tuc bi pha hity. Con ngudi, gio d3 hoan toan tinh héin, dang chay tan loan trong sy kinh hi. Cac phuong tién giao thong léch huréng va dm sam vao
nhau.

Canh thay dbi, v t6i nhin thiy diéu con dang so hon.

Mot ¢ot bao dang tién gin Song Hudson, di chuyén nhanh phia trén b bién Jersey. Céc ¢b xe ngira bao quanh nd, theo sat trong tran chién véi ké & bén
trong cac dam miy.

Cac mén lién tyc ra don. Cac tia chdp 16e kn. Cac mii tén bang vang va bac bay vim vut vao trong dam miy nhur céc qué dan lira rocket va phét nd.
Dan dan, @dm may bi x¢ tan ra, va lan dau tién, t6i nhin thiy 16 rang hinh dang ctia Typhon.

Toi biét chimg nio i con sdng (ma chuyén do ciing khong kéo dai), t6i s& khong bao gid gat dwoc hinh anh d6 ra khoi dau toi. Dau Typhon bién dbi
d6i lién tyc. MGi mdt an nhur thé hén ta B mdt con quai vat khac nhau, con sau trong ghé gém hon rat nhiéu so v6i con trrde. Viée nhin vao mit hén s&
khién t6i phét dién, vi thé t6i tap trung nhin vao co thé ctia hin, va thir d6 ciing ching tt dep gi hon. Tuy co thé hin gidng co thé ctia ngudi, nhung lan da
hédn goi cho t6i nh& vé& m6n banh sandwich kep thit d4 & trong ti1 ctia ngudi nao d6 nguyén ca ndm troi Hin ta ¢6 miu xanh lyc 16m dom, VO‘l nhitng chd
bi phong 1én ¢6 kich thurdc ctia céc toa nha va cac méng nho ¢6 tir hang thé ky qua do bi chon bén dudi mdt ngon nii lira. Ban tay hin giéng tay ngudi,



nhung c6 méng nhon gidng dai bang, i chan hin day vay va gidng loai bo sat.
“Céc cu dan dinh Olympus dang gom chit hoi tan dot chdng tra cudi ciing.” Kronos curdi 16n. “Oi moi thim bai im sao.”

Tir ¢d xe ctia minh, thdn Zeus ném mot tia sét vao Typhon. Tiéng nd thip séang ca thé giéi. Toi c6 thé cam nhan dugc sy rung chuyén ngay ca 0 trén dinh
Olympus, nhung khi khoi bui tan, Typhon van tro tro. Hn ta hoi loang choang m6t chit, voi mbt miéng h6 dang bdc khéi trén dinh ctia chiée diu méo
m6 ctia hin ta, nhung hén ta rong 1én dAy gian dit va tiép tuc tién vé phia trudc.

Chén tay i bt ddu duoc ndi long ra mt chut. Kronos duong nhur khong dé y im Sy chu y ctia héin déu tp trung vao trin quyét ddu va chién thing
cudi cting ctia hin. Néu t6i ¢6 thé cm cyr thém modt vai gidy nita, va néu cha toi giit 10i hira...

Typhon budc vao song Hudson. Nude hau nhur chi ngip dén ngang dng chén hin.
Neay béy gio, t6i nghi, ciu xin hinh anh trong dam khoi. Lam on, moi viéc s& phai xdy ra vao lic ndy.
Nhur ¢ phép la, mdt hoi ti1 va bang b¢ xa cir vang Ién tir hinh anh day khoi. Tiéng goi clia dai duong, Tiéng hiéu triéu ctia thin Poseidon.

Quanh Typhon, Song Hudson phun trdo, tao thanh mdt con séng cao muxdi hai hét. Lao ra khoi niit nude 1 mt ¢d xe ngrra méi— duge kéo béi mot
con ngya c to 16n, dang boi trong khong khi ciing dé dang nhur boi trong mrée. Ca ngudi cha toi dang phat ra hio quang strc manh méu xanh, cudi
ngura bién bay vong quanh chén tén khong 16. Than Poseidon khong con i mdt ngudi dan ong gid nhur trude nita. Ong lai 1 chinh minh: da rém néing va
manh m v6i rdu quai non den. Khi ong vung cdy dinh ba, dong séng dép 104, tao thanh mdt dam may hinh phéu bao quanh iy con quai vét.
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“Khong!” Kronos gim én, sau gidy phiit ing ngudi vi kinh ngac. “KHONG!

“NGAY BY GIO, CAC ANH EM CUA TA!” Gigng thin Poseidon qué Ion dén ndi toi khong chéic liéu t0i dang nghe n6 tir hinh énh trong man khoi
hay tir cach mdt quang ¢ bén kia thanh phd. “CHIEN BU Vi OLYMPUS!”

Céc chién binh xuét hién tir Idng séng, cudi trén cic con song v6i cac con ca map, rong va ngwa bién khong 16. DO 1 doi quan cta cc Clyclops, va chi
huy ho tham chién khong ai khac ngoai

“Tyson!” Té1 hét lon.

Toi biét cau Ay khong thé nghe thiy duoc tiéng t6i, nhung toi nhin cham chiim vao em minh day kinh ngac. Cau da cao lon mot cach ky diéu. Tyson phai
cao dén chin mét, va to I6n bang nhitng ngudi anh em ho hang 1on tudi ctia minh, va trong lin dau tién, em 4y mic day ¢ bo giap trn. Di ngay sau cau
4y 1a anh Briares, nguoi trim tay.

Tét ca cac Cyclops déu cam theo cac chudi ddy xich bang st den curc ky dai— d 16n dé neo chit mot con tau chién — voi cac moc ham & mdi dau. Ho
quéng ching nhur cac day thong long va bat dau biy Typhon, ném cac déy st quanh chn v tay ctia con quéi vat, st dung thity triu dé vay quanh va tir
tir troi chit hén ta. Typhon Fic manh, gim 16, gidt manh céc soi xich, kéo mdt vai Cyclops ngd khoi vat cudi, nhung hin khong thé 1am gi dwoc vi quanh
ngudi hin cé qua nhidu day xich. Strc ning tuyét dbi ctia tiéu doan cac chién binh Cyclops bét dau kéo ngudi Typhon xudng. Thin Poseidon phéng dinh
ba damxién yét hAu cla tén quai vat. Mau vang, mau than thanh, phunra tir vét thuong, tao thanh mot thac nurde con cao hon ca mdt tda nha choc troi.
Cay dinh ba lai quay vé tay than Poseidon.

Céc thn khéc tAn cong voi strc manh durge t4i sinh. Than Ares phong xe dén va ddm vao miii Typhon. Nit thin Artemis bén mudi hai mii tén bac vao
it con quéi vat. Than Apollo ban ra mt loat mira tén chay sang va lim cho chiéc khd ctia tén quéi vat boe chay. Con than Zeus tiép tuc gidng céc tia
chdp nén toi ta vao Typhon, cho dén khi cudi cling, nuae tir tir dang lén, quén quanh hin ta nhu mdt cai kén, va hén ta bét du chim xudng dudi ste
nang vo s6 xich sét. Typhon r6ng lén vi dau dén, ving vay du manh lam cho céc con song ving khéip B bién Jersey, Bmudt cac tda nha cao nam ting
va té nurde 1én khidp Cau Washington — nhung héin van chim xuong dudi vi cha t61 da m6 mot duong Imndac biét danh riéng cho hén ta & dudi day con
song — mot duong trrot mrde dai vo tan s§ dua hin thing dén Tartarus. PAu cta tén khong 16 chim xudng bén dudi mdt xody nurde dang sbi sting suc,
va hin ta bién mt.

“A1” Kronos hét I6n. Han ta chém manh kiém qua in khoi, cét tan hinh anh ra thinh tirg manh nho.
“Ho dang trén dudng dén day,” t6i noi. “Ngwoi thua 161"
“Ta thdm chi con chua bat dau.”

Hin ta tién dén voi toc d6 nhanh nhur chop. Grover — thin rimg ngbe nghéch diing cam— da ¢ bao V¢ t6i, nhung Kronos da hit cau 4y sang m)t bén
nhu mdt con blp bé nhdi bang gié rach.

Toi trénh sang mdt bén va dam manh dudi sw canh gidc ctia Kronos. DAy | mdt ménh thit t6t. Nhung khong may, Luke biét diéu d6. Han ta chan lai
duong kiém va phan cong, danh bat thanh kiém cua 61 bang cach str dung mdt trong s6 cac thé ma han ta da timg day t6i trude kia. Thanh kiém cta toi
truot dai trén nén nha va roi thang xudng khe niit ho hoac.

“NGUNG TAY!” Arnabeth bt ngd lao dén.

Kronos quay phét lai va chém manh bang thanh Backbiter, nhung bang cach nao d6 Annabeth da tai tinh dén duqc du(‘)ng'kié'm chi bang can con dao
cta c6 ay. Do Ia thé ma chi cd chién binh nhanh nhen nhat, ¢6 kinh nghiém nhat c6 thé thuc hién. Ping hoi toi co ay tim thay dugc sttc manh & dau,



nhung c6 dy d4 tién sat hon. Hai ludi kiém va dao ghi chit nhau. Trong mdt thoang mit d6i nit, ban toi khién Kronos dimg khung lai.
“Luke,” ¢b Ay nghién ring néi, “Gio em da hiéu. Anh phai tin em”
Kronos tirc t6i thét gho. “Luke Castellan da chét rdi! Co thé cia héin s& bi dbt chéy khi ta ¢6 lai duoc nguyén hinh!”

Toi ¢b di chuyén nhung co thé t6i lai bi déng cimg. Lam thé ndo ma Annabeth, bi danh nhir tir va gin nhu chét di vi kiét sirc, lai ¢6 strc manh dé chong
lai mdt tén Titan nhur Kronos?

Kronos day manh vé p}n'a co ay, cé dé rut lai kiém dang dinh chit voi ludi dao ctia c6 4y, nhung c6 Ay da kim gitr duoc. Hai tay c6 4y dang run rdy khi
han ta an manh lui ki€ém vé phia cd ¢6 ay.

“Me anh,” Annabeth gin giong, “Ba dy da nhin thiy duoc sé ménh ctia anh.”
“Phung su Kronos!” tén Titan gﬁm 1én. “P6 chinh 1 s6 ménh ctia ta.”

“Khong!”” Annabeth khéing khéing, D0 mit ¢6 4y ang ac nurde, nhung t6i khong biét iéu nd dén tir sy budn ba hay dau dén. “Bay khong phai la diéu
cudi cung, Luke. Loi tién tri — me anh d& nhin thay nhitng gi s€ lam. Loi tién tri n6i vé anh day.”

“Ta s& bop chét nguoi, con nhoc!” Kronos gim Ién.
“Anh s& khong lim thé,” Annabeth buéng binh néi. “Anh da hira. Cho dén tan by i anh vin dang ¢ ngiin Kronos am diéu do.”

“LAO TOET!” Kronos ddy manh lin nita va lin ndy Annabeth n¥t thing bang, Ban tay khong cAm guom ctia héin tat manh vao mit Annabeth va c6 dy
vang ra sau.

Toi tap trung hét ¥ chi ctia minh. Toi ¢6 dumg ddy, nhung viée d6 nhur thé 61 lai dang mang trén vai stre néing ctia bau trdi mot lan nira.
Kronos dig phia trén Annabeth, kiém ctia héin dua kn cao.
Mau chay thanh dong nhé tir khoe mdi 6 dy. C6 Ay rén ri, “Gia dinh, Luke. Anh da hira.”

Toi bude mdt bude day dau dén vé phia trude. Grover ciing di dimg day, ngay ngai cta nit than Hera, nhung cau dy dudng nhur ciing dang b hét sirc
dé di chuyén. Trudc khi mt trong hai dtra t6i c6 thé dén dugc bat cir noi ndo gan voi Annabeth, Kronos ko dao ngudi.

Hin ta nhin chdm chiim vio ludi dao trong tay Annabeth, méu trén khudn mit ctia c6 dy. “Hira.”

RO hafm tho hon hénﬂnh}r thé khong c6 du khong khi vay. “Annabeth...” Nhung Jan nay khong phai giong ciia thin Titan. D6 1 giong ctia Luke. Hin ta
ngd ve trude nhu theé han ta khong the kiém soat dugc co thé cua chinh minh. “Em dang chay mauw...”

“Con dao cua em” Annabeth ¢b dura con dao cta minh Ién, nhung né lién roi khoi tay ¢6 dy. Canh tay c6 4y un cong & mdt goc kha I budn cuoi. Co
ay nhin t6i voi anh mit cau xin. ‘“Percy, lAmon...”

T6i c6 thé di chuyén tro lai.

T6i lao t6i va nhiit con dao ctia c6 Ay Ién. Toi ht thanh Backbiter ra khoi tay Luke va nd roi vao trong bép Iira. Luke chang thém chii y dén toi. Hin ta
budc vé phia Annabeth nhung t6i da kip dung chan giita hai nguoi.

“Khong

Sur gian dit thoang xudt hién khiip nit héin. Giong Kronos gam Ién: “Tackson...” C6 phai do 1 sw tudng twong cta toi, hay ca co thé hén ta dang phat
sang, c6 mau nhrr mau cta vang?

Hin ta lai tho hén hén. Giong ctia Luke: “Hén dang bién d6i. Ctru anh. Hin ta... héin ta hiu nhur sén sang roi. Hin ta s& khong can dén co thé cta anh
nita. Lamon...”

“KHONG!” Kronos rdng Ién. Han ta nhin quanh tim thanh kiém ctia minh nhung né da nim trong bép Iira, d6 ryc giita cac hon than dang chay.

Héin di ko déo v& phia do. Toi ¢d ngan hén lai nhung hén ta da ddy t6i manh dén ndi toi bay théing dén canh Annabeth, dau dap vao chan ngai clia nit
than Athena.

“Con dao, Percy,” Annabeth théu thao. Hoi tho ciia ¢6 dy yéu dan. “Anh himg .. con dao bi nguyén rua...”

Réi khi tAm nhin ctia t6i trd lai, toi théy Kronos dang ndm thanh kiém ctia hin trong hai tay. Roi héin ta réng lén vidau va tha n6 {(uéﬂg Hai tay hin dang
boe khoi va chay sém Lira trong bép 1o chay lon Ién do ruc, nhur thé ludi hai d6 khong hop v6i n6. Toi nhin thay hinh anh nit than Hestia hién ra thap
thoang trong 16p tro, dang cau may phan doi nhin Kronos.

Luke quay lai v d6 up nguoi xubng, nim chit iy hai ban tay d4 bi bong ctia hén ta. “Lam on di, Percy...”



Toi ¢ dmg day. Toi di vé phia hén ta voi con dao. T6inén giét hin. D6 1 ké hoach.

Luke duong nhur biét duoc didu t6i dang nghi. Hén ta ﬁérp moi. “Emkhong thé tyr minh im Qiéu d6. Hin ta s& thodt khoi sy kiém so4t ctia anh. Hin ta
s& ty bao vé chinh minh. Chi ¢4 chinh anh. Anh biét nd nim & dau. Anh cé thé... anh cé thé kiém soat duoc chinh han.”

Hiin ta hién dang hoan toan phét sang, an da ctia hin ta bét du bdc khoi.

Toi dua con dao lén dé tan cong R&i t6i quay lai nhin Annabeth, hién Grover dang 6m c6 4y trong vong tay, ¢b bao vé cho ¢6 y. Va cudi cing t6i da
hiéu duoc didu 6 dy dang mubn n6i véi toi.

Céu khong phai 1 anh hing, Rachel da néi. N6 s& anh huong dén diéu cau laim
“Lamon,” Luke rén ri. “Khéng con thoi gian.”

Néu Kronos hién nguyén hinh, s& chéng aingan chan dugc hén. Lic d6, so v6i hin ta m noi, Typhon chi Ia mdt thﬁng nhéc chuyén bét nat tré emma
thoi.

Mot cau trong 10i dai tién tri vang Ién trong dau toi. Linh hon ctia mdt ngudi anh himg, vii khi bi nguyén riia s& don Iay. Toan bo thé gidi cia t6i hoan toan
dao Ion, va toi dua cay dao cho Luke.

Grover hét én. “Percy? Cau... tm...”

Dién. Mat tri. D& hoi. Chéc thé.

Nhung t6i nhin khi Luke cam Ry can dao.

To1 dirng ngay trude miit anh ta — khong c6 gi tu vé.

Luke cdi ddy budc hai manh 4o giap, dé 16 diém nho ngay bén dudi canh tay trai, mdt noi rat kho bi tin cong. Luke vét va khi dAm vao chinh minh.

D06 khong phai la mot vét dam sau, nhung Luke rit 1én. D6i mét hin phat sang nhur nham thach. Ca phong ngai rung chuyén, ném toi ngd lan ra. Mot
quang ning lrong bao quanh Luke, ngly cang sang hon. T6i nhéim mit ai va cam nhan mot e nhur mot vu nd hat nhan m da t6i phong rop 1én va mbi
t61 thi nirt ¢4 ra.

Sau do 1a im ling kéo dai.

Lic toi mo nt, toi nhin thiy Luke ndm co qqép bén bép lira. Trén san nha quanh anh ta |3 mot vong tro den. Ludi hdi ciia Kronos nong chéy thanh viing
kim loai nho giot xuong cac vién than trong bép hra, hién dang chiy sang nhu 10 Ira ctia tho rén.

Nira ngudi bén trai Luke dAm mau. Doi mit anh ta mo to — d6i niit mau xanh dwong nhur thud ndo. Hoi thé ctia anh ta dang ngiy cang néing né hon.
“Ludi dao... sc... thé,” anh ta cau nhau.

Toi quy ké bén anh ta. Annabeth khap khiéng di dén véi swr hd tro ciia Grover. Nudc niit chay dai trén khudn niit ciia ca hai.

Luke ddm ddm nhin Annabeth. “Em biét. Anh gin nhur giét chét em, nhung em biét...”

“Suyt.” Giong ¢6 Ay run run. “Dén cubi, anh d4 1 mot anh hing, Luke. Anh s& dén duoc Elysium.”

Luke yéu 6t Fic ddu. “Dinh... tai sinh. C6 thém ba lin. Péo Chéan Phiic.”

Annabeth syt sti. “Anh ludn qua thiic bach chinh minh.”

Luke chia ban tay bi ddt thinh than ctia minh ra. Annabeth cham vao nhitng ngén tay anh ta.

“Em c...” Luke ho va d6i mdi anh ta lip lanh d6. “Em c6 yéu anh khong?”

Annabeth lau nurée mét. “Cé lic emda nghii... m, emda nght...” C6 aynhmtm, nhur thé ¢6 Ay dang mudn x4c nhanrangtowancon dang & d6. Va toi
nhén ra t6i ciing dang lam diéu twong tir. Thé giéi dang sup d6, va diéu duy nhét that su quan trong voi t6i | c6 4y van con sbng,

“Anh nhur 12 mdt ngudi anh ctia em, Luke,” c6 dy nhe nhang néi. “Nhung em khong yéu anh.”
Anh ta git dau, nhur thé da doan trude duoc cau tra i Anh nhiin mét dau dén.
“Ching ta c6 thé Ay banh thanh,” Grover n6i. “Chiing ta c6 thé...”

“Grover,” Luke nu6t xu6ng. “Em J than rimg diing cam nhit ma anh timg biét. Nhung, khong., Khong thé nio ctru chita...” Lai mt trdn ho khéc.



Anh ta tom lay tay 4o 101, va t0i c6 thé camnhin duoc kin da anh ta ndng nhu mdt ngon Iira. “Ethan. Anh. Tét ca nhitng ngudi khong duoc thira nhan.
Dbumng dé... Pung dé diéu d6 xay ra lan nira.”

D6i mit anh Ay toét ra sy gian dit, nhung ciing di cing véi sur van nai.

“Em s& khong quén,” t6i ndi. “Em hira.”

Luke gt dau, tay anh tudt khoi tay 4o toi.

Céc vi thin dén chi mdt vai phtit sau, voi dﬁy du tranghyc chién tranh tiéu biéu cta ho, lao Am vao phong ngai va san sang cho mdt tran chién.

Nhirng gi ho nhin thiy chi i Annabeth, Grover, va t6i dang dirmg nhin xudng co thé ctia mot 4 than dang ngii yén, trong anh sang 4m ap 1o mo ctia bép
lra.

“Percy,” cha t6i goi Ion, sur so hdii thé hién 13 trong giong 6ng. “PAy... ddy I gi thé con?”

Toi quay lai va nhin cac thin ctia dinh Olympus.

“Bon con can mdt tAm vai liém,” ti thong bao, giong t6i nhur vo ra. “Mot tAm vai liém danh cho con trai thin Hermes.”
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Chwong 20: Chung toi co duwgc cac phan thwong qua sirc twong
tuong
Ba nir than Ménh dich than dén mang xéc Luke di.
Tir hoi murdi hai tudi chimg kién ba ba gia cét soi ddy sinh ménh & quiy ban hoa qua bén dudng, t0i khong gip lai ho nita. Lic Ay t6i rat so ho, va by
gty van chura hét s ba ba gia ghé gém véi nhitng chiée tii c6 cac kim dan va cudn soi.
Mot ba nhin t6i. Dit ba ta khong néi nira o1, cude doi toi chot hién ra trrde mét. Thdt nhién, t6i dugc hai muroi tudi. R t61 & d6 tudi trung nién. RO t6i
gia va chet di. Tat ca strc manh roi bo co the t61, va toi nhin thay bia md va phan md trong khong, 161 mt quan tai dang duoc ha thap xuong long dat.
Tat ca dieu d6 chi dién ra chira dén mot gidy.
Pa xong, ba ta noi.
Mot Nit thén Ménh dua cao mot ménh soi méu xanh dwong — va t0i biét d6 chinh  soi day ma t6i da nhin thy cach ddy bén ném, soi day ménh ma i
da chimg kien khi ho cat durt no. Toi da nghi do chinh la cude doi t6i. Gior t0i nhin ra nd thude vé Luke. Ho dang cho t6i thay rang s& phai hy sinh mang
song moi ¢6 the stra chira dugce cac sai lam da pha
Ho néng x4c Luke gits dwroc quin trong mdt tim vai iém méau triing va xanh luc, bit diu mang n6 ra khoi phong ngai.
“Cho da,” than Hermes Ién tiéng.
Thén ctia nhirng ngudi dua tin nic trang phuc kinh dién véi ao Hy Lap tréng, sandal va mil sit. D6i canh trén mi st ctia ong vd canh khi ong budc di.
Hai con ran George va Martha dang quan quanh cay y hi€u, 1am bam, Luke, Luke dang thurong

Toi nghi v& ba May Castellan, thui thii mdt minh trong bép, dang nuréng nhitng chiée banh cookie, va lim sandwich cho c4u con trai s& khong bao gio
quay vé nha.

Than Hermes mo khudn niit Luke ra va hon én tran anh ta. Ong thi tham mdt vai tir bang tiéng Hy Lap ¢ — 1oi chiic phuc cudi ciing,

“Tam biét,” 6ng thi thAm. Poan gt dau cho phép Ba Nir than Ménh mang xc con 6ng di.

Khi ho roi di, t6i nghi vé 10 Dai Tién Tri. Gics t0i da hiéu r nhitng loi trong 6. Linh hon cta ngudi anh hing, v khi bi nguyén ria s& don y. Nguoi anh
hing d6 1a Luke. Vit khi bi nguyén ria 1 con dao ma anh ta timg dua cho Annabeth rat au vé trude — bi nguyen ria boi Luke da pha bo 10 hira, phan
bdi lai ban be. Sy Ira chon duy nhat s€ két thic cude doi cua cau ta. Sy lwa chon ctia t6i— dua con dao d6 cho anh ta, va tin di€u Annabeth da tin, rang

anh ta van con c6 kha nang sira chita duoc cc sai 1am trong quéa khtr. Dinh Olympus s& bao toan hogc san bang, Véi viéc hy sinh chinh minh, anh ta da
cuu duoc dinh Olympus. Rachel da noi ding. Cudi cung, t6i that sy khong phéi la mdt anh hing, Nguoi d6 chinh la Luke.
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Vi i hiéu thém diéu khac nita: Khi Luke d&m minh trong dong song Styx, anh ta chéc d phai tp trung vao diéu gi d6 quan trong s& giit anh ta voi
cude séng con ngudi. Néu khong, anh ta da bi phan hiy trong dong Styx. Toi da nhin thiy Annabeth, va t6i ¢6 cam gidc anh ta ciing da nhin thiy diéu
twong tyr. Anh ta d3 tudng trong ra cac hinh dnh ma nit thin Hestia dd cho i thdy — vé chinh minh quay tré lai nhitng ngdy théng xua cii cing voi Thalia
va Annabeth, khi anh ta hira réng ho s& i mot gia dinh. Viéc lam ton thurong Annabeth trong tran chién da lim cho anh ta nhé lai 16i hira d6. Diéu do cho
phép Irong tAm con ngudi trong anh ta lai tiép quan co thé, va danh bai Kronos. Diém yéu ciia anh ta — got chan Achilles ctia anh ta — da sng tit ca
ching t6i.

Diimg canh t6i, Annabeth khuyu xubng, Toi tom duoc ¢ dy nhung cd 4y kéu Ién dau dén, va toi nhan ra minh dang tom iy canh tay giy ctia co 4y.
“Oi, than thanh oi,” t6i ni. “Annabeth, t6 xin 16i.”

“Khong sao dau ma,” cd 4y vira dut 1i, ri ngit di trén tay toi.

Toi Ia Ién, “C6 4y can gitp do!”

“Dé ta.” Than Apollo budc kén. Ao gip lira clia Ong sang dén ndi that kho dé nhin vao n6, va cap kinh | Ray-Bans tuong x(rng, cing nu cudi hoan hao
khién Ong ta trong gidng mot ngurdi mau nam quang céo cho bo gidp chién tran. “Than ciia y hoc, xin hét dng phuc vi.”

Than dua tay ngang qua it Annabeth va noi mjt cau than chi. Lap tirc, moi vét bam md di. Cac vét chém va seo bién mat. Canh tay c6 lnh hin va co
4y tho phao trong gidc ngu.

Thén Apollo cudi toe toét. “Chi vai phit nita, ¢d bé s& trd lai binh thurong, Vira du thoi gian dé ta sang tic ra mot bai tho vé chién théng cia ching ta:
‘Apollo va nhiing ngudi ban ctru lay Olympus.” Hay, dting khong?”

“Cam on ngii, than Apollo,” t6i n6i. “Toi, irm, s& dé cho ngudi nghién ciru bai tho do.”

Mot vai gid tiép theo déu rat mo hd. Téi nhé 1i hira véi me t6i. Than Zeus tham chi khong budn chop mét khi nghe yéu cau ky la cta toi. Ong 4y bung
tay va thong bao cho ti biét ring phia trén dinh Toa nha Enpire State hién dang duoc thip sang bang cac anh dén miu xanh bién. Hau hét moi ngudi
déu s& tur hoi viée d6 c6 nghiia gi, nhumg me 61 biét r3: t6i con séng. inh Olympus da dugc ciru.

Céc vi thin bit tay sira sang lai phong ngai, diéu d6 duoc thure hién véi toe d6 cure ky than tde khi muroi hai ngudi ddy sire manh cling bét tay m viéc.
Grover va t6i chiim séc nhimg ngudi bi thurong, Ngay khi cdy cau bic ngang trdi dugc tai thiét, ching t6i chio dén nhitng ban con séng st qua trén
chlen Céc Cyclops da ciru Thalia ra khoi birc turong d6. D phai chéng nang, nhung ¢d 4y hoan toan binh an. Connor va Travis da séng s6t chi voi vai
vét thurong nho. Ho cam doan véi toi rang ho thim chi da khong hoi ctia qua nhiéu ring cha me i déu binh an, méc dau ho khong dugc phép Ién dinh
Olympus. Con O’Leary da dao dugc bac Chiron ra khoi dong gach vun va voi va dua bac 4y vé trai. Anh emnha Stoll trong lo Fing cho vi nhan mé gia,
nhung it nhét bac 4y van con song. Katie Gardner bao céo rang ¢d thiy Rachel Elizabeth Dare chay ra khoi Toa nha Empire State vao cudi cudc chién.
Rachel trong khong bi thurong gi, nhung khong ai biét ¢o dy dau, diéu d6 ciing lam t6i khong khoi lo Fing,

Nico di Angelo Ién dinh Olympus véi sir chao d6n ctia mdt anh hing. Cha ciu ta & ngay sat bén, bt chép thuc té ring thin Hades chi dwoc phép én
dinh Olympus vao ding ngity Pong chi. Vi thin ctia cai chét trong kha ngac nhién khi nhitng ngudi ba con vo vao lung 6ng ta. Toi nghi ngd 6ng ta chira
bao gid ¢6 duoc su chao don nhiét tinh nhur thé nay trude day.

Clarisse di vao, vin con run rdy vi khoang thi gian & trong khdi bang, va than Ares thét 1on, “Do 1 con gii ta!”

Vi than chién tranh vo dAu va d4m vao lung c6 ta, ndi ¢ ki chién binh giéi nhit ma 6ng Ay timg thiy. “Vé viéc giét con drakon u? D6 I didu ta dang n6i
dén!”

C6 ta qua sung sudng. Tat ca nhitng gl ¢6 ta c6 thé lam 1 git dAu va chép mit, nhur thé c6 so ong ta dang bt dau danh minh, nhung cudi cling ¢6 ta
cling nd ny curdi rat tuoi

Nit thin Hera Vﬁa’the‘ip Hephaestus di qua trurde nt toi. Va khi thin Hephaestus hoi gt gong vai toi vi da nhéy Ién ngai ctia ong, ong Ay nghi ti da im
“m0t viéc kha xuat sic.”

Nir thin Hera khit mii xem thudng, “Ta cho [ hién ta s& khong tiéu diét ngwroi va ¢6 gai nhé bé do.”
“Annabeth da ctru dinh Olympus,” t6i ndi véi ba ta. “C6 4y da thuyét phuc Luke chéng lai Kronos.”

“Hirm,” nit thin Hera néi. Ba ta quay ngudi roi di trong tirc gidn, nhung t6i doan cude séng ciia ching t6i s& durgc an toan, ft nhit 14 trong mt quing
thoi gian ngin.

Péau thﬁp Dionysus van quin bang tring x6a. Ong 4y nhin t0i tir dAu dén chan, doan bao. “Um, Percy Jackson. Ta nhin thiy Pollux binh an v sur, vi thé
ta cho rang nguoi khong hoan toan vo dung, Ta cho 1a tat ca déu nho vao su day do

“Um, dung thé, thura ngdi,” t61 noi.

Ngai D. gat dau. “Nho sy diing cam ctia ta, than Zeus dd cit mot nira thdi gian quén thic ta & céi trai nghéo nan d6. Ta gior chi phai & d6 niim muroi nim,
thay vi mt tram nam nhu trude.”



“Nam muroi nim, sa0?”” Toi ¢d turdng tuong ra viée phéi chiu dung than Dionysus cho dén khi toi i mot o gia, gia str néu ti con sdng duge lau nhur

“Dlmg t6 ra kich dong thé, Jackson,” dng ta ndi, va t6i nhan ra 6ng ta dang néi diing tén ctia toi. “Ta van Ién ké hoach im cho cudc sdng ctia nguroi tré
nén kho so ddy.”

Toi khong thé khong mim cudi. “Di nhién.”
“Vay ching ta hiéu nhau rdi nhé.” Ong ta xoay nguoi lai va bt dau stra chita c4i ngai bang day nho bi ira m chay xém
Grover van & bén toi. Thinh thoang cau 4y lai bat khoc. “Qué nhiéu tinh linh tir nhién da chét, Percy. Qua nhiu.”

Toi 6m iy ciu dy va dua cho ciu &y mdt ménh véi dé hy mili. “Cau da i tot im, Anh ban dé. Ching ta s& bét dAu tir diéu d6. Ching ta & trong thém
cdy xanh. Chiing ta s& lam sach cac cong vién. Nhiing nguoi ban ctia cau s&€ dugc tai sinh & mdt thé gidi tot dep hon.”

Chu Ay sut sit ddy budn chan. “T6... t6 cho Ia thé. Nhung truée day ¢ thit vat va mi tip hop ho lai. T6 van B mdt ngwoi bj rudng bo. T6 kho c6 the
lam cho bat ctr ai lang nghe t& ndi vé than Pan. Gio liéu ho c6 lai nghe 101 t& nita khong? Td da day ho vao cho chet.”

“Ho s& ling nghe,” t6i khéng dinh. “Vi cau quan tim dén ho. C4u quan tdm vé Thién nhién nhiéu hon bt cir ai.”

Cau éy ¢b mim cudi. “Camon, Percy. T hy vong... t6 hy vong cau biét t6 that su tur hao khi duoe a ban cau.”

T6i vd Ién cénh tay ctia cau dy. “Luke da n6i ding mot diéu, anh ban. Cau 1a thin rimg diing cam nhit ma t6 timg gip.”

Cau Ay d6 nit, nhung trude khi cau Ay ¢6 thé noi bt cir diéu gi, tiéng ti va bing d¢ xa cir vang lén. Doi quén cia than Poseidon di vao phong ngai.

“Anh Percy!” Tyson hét Ion. Cau &y lao vé phia toi v6i hai tay mo rong, May thay cu &y da thu nho ngwoi lai bing tim voc ngwoi throng. Vi thé, céi om
ctia Tyson nhur the bi tong boi mdt chiec may kéo, chir khong phai toan bd trang trai.

“Anh khong chét!” Tyson néi.

“UT” Toi gt du. “Ngac nhién khong?”

C4u vd hai tay va cudi ddy hanh phic. “Em ciing khong chét nay. Uil Bon em da xich g3 Typhon nhé. Viée d6 that vui!”
Phia sau lung cau 4y, nam muroi Cyclops dugc vii trang day du cudi Ion va vo tay vao nhau.

“Tyson da dan dau,” mdt ngudi quét Ion. “Cau ta diing cam!”

“Diing cam nhét trong cc Cyclops!” mot ngudi khac lai gam lén.

Tyson d6 mit. “Cé gi daw.”

“Anh da nhin thiy em!” t6i n6i. “Em that tuyét!”

Toi nghil Grover i nghiép s& ngat xiu mat. Cau dy so cac Cyclops nhur chét. Nhung cau dy thit can dam néi, “Biing thé. Um... ba tiéng hoan ho danh
cho Tyson!”

“YAAARRRRRR!” toan d¢i Cyclops dong thanh.
“Lam on, ding an thit t6i,” Grover lim bam, nhung t6i khong nghi ¢6 ai nghe durge cau dé ngoai toi.
Nhitng tiéng ti1 va lai vang Ién. Nhém Cyclops 1& ra, va cha t6i thong tha di vio phong ngai véi bd gidp chién tran, cay dinh ba phat sing trong tay ong.

“Tyson!” 6ng 4y gam Ién. “Lam tt Eim, con trai clia ta. Va Percy...” Khudn mét 6ng trd nén nghiém nghi. Ong vay ngén tay vé phia t6i, va trong mot
gidly 101 s¢ Ong s& ha guc t6i. “Ta thdm chi tha cho con cai tdi ngdi Ién ngai ctia cha. Con da ctru duge dinh Olympus!

Ong giang tay ra va 6m Ry t6i. Dix hoi ngurong, t6i chot nhén minh chura bao gios thyrc sw om cha t0i trude ddy. Neuwdi ong dm &p — giong hét con ngudi,
va ong dy ¢ muii ctia bai bien day muoi va khong khi trong lanh cia dai duong,

Lic budng tay, ong nhin t0i cuoi hién héu. Toi cam thély qua tuyét dén ndi toi phai thira nhan [ minh da rom rém nude mit. Toi doan cho dén tan thoi
diem d9, t61 da khong cho phép chinh minh nhan ra rang t6i da khiep so nhur theé nao trong mdt vai ngdy qua.

“Cha oi...”
“Suyt,” ong noi. “Khong c6 anh hing ndo 1 khéng so hai, Percy. Va con da vuot troi hon bét ctr anh hing ndo. Ngay ca Hercules...”

“ANH POSEIDON!” ¢6 tiéng gim Ién..



Théin Zeus d an toa trén ngai. Ong ta liéc nhin cha tdi tlr phia bén kia phong, trong khi céc vj thén khéc déu di dén va ngdi vao céc ngai ctia ho. Ngay ca
than Hades ciling c6 niit. Ong ta dang ngdi trén mdt chiec ghé da don gian danh cho khach & canh bép Itra. Nico ngdi xép bang trén nén nha, sat chin
cha cau.

“Um, anh Poseidon sao ha?”” thin Zeus cau ¢6. “Co phai anh qua ty hao dénndi khong mudn tham du hoi déng clng bon em, anh trai?”

Toi tudng than Poseidon s& ndi gian, nhung 6ng chi nhin va nhay mit v6i toi. “Toi rat [y Bm vinh dur, thia Chia t& Zeus.”

Toi doan phép la dang xay ra. Than Poseidon binh thén di vé phia chiéc ghé c4u ca ciia minh va Hoi dong Olympus chinh thirc khai mac.

Khi thén Zeus dang ndi — mdt bai dién van dai vé sur diing cam ctia c4c than, van... van.. — Annabeth di vao va dimg ké bén toi. C6 y trong khoe manh
SO VOi nguoi vira moi ngat xiu.

“B6 16 nhiéu khong?” ¢6 Ay thi thAm

“Dén givy, van chura c6 ai dinh giét ching ta,” t6i thi thao dap lai.

“Lan dau tién trong ngay.”

Téi bat cuol Lap tire Grover choc vao suron toi vi nit thin Hera vira nguyt chiing t61 mot cai rd dai.

“Thay nit cho anh chj em” than Zeus néi. “Chiing ta camon...” Ong ta hing giong, nhur thé nhitng tir d6 that kho phat ra. “..trm, cam on sy trg gitip
ctia anh Hades.”

Thén chét ctii ddu. Khubn mit 6ng ta toat ra sy tyr mén, nhung t6i dodn 6ng ta 6 quyén Bm diéu d6. Ong ta v vai Nico, va chira bao gioy t6i thy cau
ta hanh phuc hon thé.

“Va, dinhién,” than Zeus tiép tuc, miic dau ong ta trong nhur thé quan 6ng ta dang bdc chay, “ching ta phai... irm... cam on anh Poseidon.”
“Anh xin 181, em trai,” thin Poseidon néi. “Nhung cam on vé diéu gi?””

“Chiing ta phai cam on anh Poseidon,” thin Zeus lu bau. “Néu khong c6 anh dy... tinh thé s& kho khan.”

“Khé khian u?” Thin Poseidon lam nhu v6 tinh hoi.

“Bat kha thi,” thin Zeus n6i. “Chiing ta khong thé danh bai Typhon.”

Céc than xi x40 dong tinh va gidng vii khi ciia ho ra hiéu tan duong,

“Va ciing cho phép chiing ta,” than Zeus tiép tuc, “cam on cac anh hing 4 thin tré tudi, nhitng ngudi da bao vé tt dinh Olympus — cho dit ¢6 mdt vai vét
me O ngai cta ta.”

Ong ta goi Thalia budc 1én dau tién, vi ¢6 Ay 1 con gii dng, va hira s& bd nhiém thém cac Vi tri cho nhom Tho San.

Nir thin Arternis mim cudi. “Nguoi da imrt t6t, tro ta ctia ta. Ngwoi da lam cho ta that hnh dién, va tit ca cac Tho San da hy sinh vi phyc vu ta s
khong bao gio bi quén lang. Ho s& dugc an nghi ¢ Elysium, ta bao dam dicu do.”

Nit thin liéc nhin thin Hades.

Ong ta nhin vai. “Chéc 1 ¢6.”

Nir thin Arteris liéc nhin 6ng ta lu hon.

“Chép nhan,” thin Hades u bau. “Ta s& nhanh chong hoan tat thi tuc 1én do.”

Thalia curdi rang 13 v6i sy hdinh dién. “Cam on, thira nit thin.” C6 Ay ctii chio cAc vi thin, thdm chi ca thin Hades, rdi di ca nhic dén dimg bén nit thin
Artems.

“Tyson, con trai thin Poseidon!” thin Zeus goi. Tyson tréng khé so hiii, nhung cau Ay di dén dung gitra Hoi dong, va thin Zeus cau nhau.

“Cau ta da khong bo bét ctr bita an ndo, ding khong?” than Zeus lim bam. “Tyson, vi sy diing cam trong cudc chién vira qua, va vi su chi huy cac )
Cyclops, ngwoi duoc chi dinh im dai twéng cac doi quan cta dinh Olympus. Tir nay tr6 di, nguroi s& linh dao nhirng ngwdi anh em cta minh tham chién
bat ctr lic ndo cac than yéu cau. Va nguoi s€ co mit... rm.. nguoi thich loai vii khi nao? Mot thanh ki€m? Mot cai riu?”

“Que!” Tyson ndi, chia ra cay dui cui da bi giy.

“Rét tot,” than Z6t dap. “Ching ta s& cap cho ngwoi mdt c4i, irm, cai que m6i. Cai que tot nhét ¢6 thé tim thay trén doi.”



“Hoan ho!” Tyson reo am Ién, va tit ca cac Cyclops chiic mirng va dAm manh vao hung em t6i khi cau Ay quay vé& nhém ho.
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“Thén rimg Grover Underwood!” thin Dionysus xurdng to.
Grover hdi hop bude Ién phia trudc.

“Oi, ngimg viéc nhai 4o somi ctia nguoi di,” thin Dionysus méng, “Noi thit nhé, ta s& khong im nguoi no tung dau. Vi sy diing cam v hy sinh, blah blah
blah, va vi khong may chiing ta con mdt cho trong, cac than dong thudn ghi tén nguoi vao danh sdch Hoi dong Trudng 1do Cloven.”

Grover xiu ngay tai chd.

“Oi, that tuyet.” thin Dionysus tho dai khi mot vai nir thiy than di dén gitip Grover. “Pugc 1di, khi c4u ta tinh lai, ai d6 hay noi ring cau ta s& khong con
14 nguoi b rudng bo nira, va rangtu ndy vé sau, tit ca cac thin rimg, cac nit thily than va cac tinh linh tyr nhién khéc s& di xir voi cau ta nhur Chua &
cua Thién nhlen, Vo tht ca cac quyén, dac an, va sy ton kinh, blah, blah, blah. Gio thi lam on, 16i cau ta ra ngoai trudc khi ciu ta tinh lai va bét dAu xiu
tiép cho xem.”

“THUC ANNNNN,” Grover rén ri, khi céc tinh linh tu nhién mang cau éiy di

To6i doan Grover s& on thoi. Cau 4y s& tinh day va tré thanh Chia t& ctia Thién nhién v6i mdt dam nix thiry than xinh dep vAy quanh chiam séc. Ddi con gi
t€ hon.

Nir than Athena cat tiéng goi, “Annabeth Chase, con gi ctia ta.”

Bop nhe tay t0i, Annabeth budc kén trude va quy & chan me c6 Ay.

Nir than Athena mim cuoi. “Con, con gii cla ta, con da vurot qud moi ky vong. Con da str dung tri thong minh, strc manh, va diing cam daé bao v¢ thanh
pho nay, va trung tdm quyen lyc cta ching ta. Ching ta nhén ra rang dinh Olympus hién gio... trm, nhu mjt bai rac. Nhing gi ma tén chia t€ Titan d6 da
tan phd s& phai duoc stra sang lai. Di nhién ching ta ¢6 the tai xay dung lai nd bang phép thudt, va bicn thanh pho tr¢ lai nhu nd trude day. Nhung cac
than cam thay rang thanh pho ¢ thé duge ci tién. Chiing ta xem day nhu 13 mdt co hdi. Va con, con gii ctia ta, con s€ 1a ngudi trinh bay cac doi moi
do.”

Annabeth ng® ngang nhin kén. “Thura... thura nit thAn?”

Ni than Athena mim cuoi chim biém “Con I kién tric su, ding chura nao? Con da nghién ctru cac k§ thuat cta chinh Daedalus. Vay ai la nguoi t6t
nhat dugc trao nhiém vy tai thiét ke dinh Olympus, va bién nd thanh mdt tuwong dai s€ ton tai cho dén mot nién ky khac?”

“Y me B... con c6 thé thiét ké theo bt ctr didu gi con mudn?”
“Theo nhur e mubn cla trai tim con,” nit than noi. “Hay xy cho chiing ta mdt thanh phd trrdng ton hang ngan nim.”

Than Apollo gép ¥. “Mién I dung cang nhiéu trong ta cang tot.”

Nir than Aphrodite nhéc, “Ca ta nira.”

“Nay, ¢4 ta nita!” thin Ares khong chiu kém “Céc birc tuong to I6n di kém v6i nhitng thanh kiém nhin that hoanh trang,..”

“Puge rdi!” nit than Athena ngiit 1. “Con bé hiéu yroi. Dimg 1én di, con gi ciia ta — kién triic sur chinh thire ctia Olympus.”

C6 4y dimg ddy véi swr ngin ngo va quay vé lai bén canh toi.

“Lam t6t lim " t61 cudi cudi va noi vi ¢b Ay.

Pay 14 lAn dau tién c6 Ay khong thé dién dat thanh 1. “T6 s8... t6 s& phai bt dAu lén ké hoach... rdi thi ndo gidy v&, va, trm, ndo but chi...”

“PERCY JACKSON!” Thin Poseidon xudng tén. Tén toi vang khip phong,

Moi tiéng n6i curdi im biit. Can phong hoan toan im king chi 6 tiéng lira kéu tach téch trong bép 0. Anh mit moi ngwoi d6 don vé phia t0i — tAt ca céc vi
than, cac a than, cac Cyclops, cac tinh linh. Toi bude ra gitta phong ngai. Nir than Hestia nhin toi mim curdi khich 6. Gio ba xuat hién trong hinh hai mot
0 gai tré, nit than dudng nhu kha hanh phiic va hai long vi lai dugc ngdi bén bép Itra. Nu cudi ctia nit than dong vién t6i budce tiep.

Trudc tién, toi cti chao thin Zeus. Sau do, toi quy dudi chan cha toi.

“Prng day di, con trai ctia ta,” thin Poseidon noi.

Toi nguong ngép dimg dy.

“Mot anh hing vi dai phai duoc thuong,” thin Poseidon n6i. “Trong céc vi ngdi ddy, ai s& 1d nguoi phi nhan quyén chinh déng dy ctia con ta?”



Toi cho ai do bt C}éu Céc vi thin chura bao i ciing nhau dong ¥ bét ctr diéu gi, va nhiéu ngudi trong s6 ho van khong thich toi, nhung khong c6 bat cir
ai Ién tiéng phan doi.

“Ca Hoi déng déu nhét tri,” thin Zeus noi. “Percy Jackson, nguroi s€ nhin duge mdt mon qua tir cac vi than.”

Toi ngn ngir. “Bét ctr thir gi sa0?”

Théan Zeus trang trong gat dau. “Ta biét diéu ngwoi s& yéu cau. Mon qua 1on nhit trong tat ca cac mon qua. Ding thé, néu ngwoi mudn nd, 16 s la ctia
ngroi. Cac vi than da khong ban ting mon qua nay cho mot anh hing la con nguoi ndo trong nhicu thé ky qua, nhung Perseus Jackson — néu nguoi
mong udc cd duge nd, nguoi s€ 1a mot vi than. Bat tir. Khong chét. Nguoi s€ phuc vy nhu mot trg ta cho cha nguroi méi méi.”

T6i nhin chiim 6ng ta, dAy kinh ngac. “Um... mdt vj thin?”

Théin Zeus tron mét. “C6 vé nhur 1 mot vi thin ngde nghéch. Nhung dung thé. Vi sy nhét tri ciia ca Hoi dong, ta ¢6 thé am cho ngwoi trd nén bét tir.
Mic dau ta phai chiu dung nguroi mai méi.”

“Hirm,” than Ares tinh toan. “Diéu d6 c6 nghiia ta c6 thé dap bep nguoi clr mdi lan ma ta mudn, va rdi nguoi s& quay lai dé nhan nhiéu hon. Ta thich y
tudng nay.”

“Ta ciing dong ¥, nit than Athena ndi, méc dau ba 4y dang nhin vao Annabeth.

T6i liéc nhin ra sau. Annabeth dang c6 khong dén anh nit ciia toi. Mat c6 dy xanh mét. Toi nhé lai hai ndm trude ddy, khi toi nghi c6 Ay s& chap nhan 1i
theé v&i nit than Artemis va trd thanh Tho San. Toi da thuc sy hoang so, nghi ring t6i s€ mat ¢ ay. Gio ¢ ay trong ciing kha giong t6i luc do.

Toi nght vé Ba Nit thin Ménh, va c4ch t6i nhin thiy cube doi minh trbi qua. Toi co thé tranh duoc tit ca cac didu d6. Khong gia di, khong chét, khong
ndm dudi md séu lanh Io. Toi c6 thé mai méi & lira tudi thanh thiéu nién nay, diéu quan trong nhét 1 strc manh va bt tir, phuc vu cha toi. Toi ¢6 thé ¢6
strc manh va cudc song vinh hang,

Ai c6 thé khude tir diéu d6?

Ri t6i nhin Annabeth. Toi nghif vé nhing ngurdi ban ¢ trai ciia t0i — anh Charles Beckendorf, Michael Yew, Silena Beauregard, va rét nhiéu céc 4 thin
khac gio da ngd xudng. Toi cling nghi vé Ethan Nakamura va Luke.

Vi 6 biét minh phéi im gi.

“Khéng,” toi noi.

Ca Hoi dong lang di. Céc than cau méay nhin nhau, tuéng minh nghe Aim

“Khong u?” than Zeus noi. “Nguoi dang... bo qua mon qua hao phong ciia ching ta sao?”
Giong than dvé de doa, nhur thé sdm sét sdp nd ra.

“Toi rét vinh dy,” t6i noi. *Xin dimg hiu im 0. Chi ... t6i con nhicu vic phéi im. Vi lai, t6i khong thé bé hoc duge. Toi phéi hoc cho xong hai nim
pho thong trung hoc.”

Tét ca chc than déu dang trimg ¥t nhin 161, nhung Annabeth da lay tay che miéng v6i vé mit rét ngac nhién. D6i mit c6 4y dang sang lap lanh. Va didu
d6 ¢ thé bu dip cho didu t6i vira tir chi.

“Thé nhung t6i van mudn ¢ mdt mén qua,” toi ndi. “Cac ngai hira s& dap (g wéc mudn cta toi phai khong?”
Thén Zeus suy nghi trong gidy lat. “Néu trong kha ning ctia bon ta.”

“Tét nhién,” t61 n6i. “Va n6 tham chi ciing cha kho khiin gi. Nhung t6i cin cac ngai hira voi Song Styx.”

“Gi chir?”” than Dionysus kéu lén. “Ngwroi dam khong tin ching ta u?”

“Cé nguoi da timg ndi voi toi rng,” t6i n6i, va nhin than Hades, “t6i nén ubn tin vao nhing 1oi thé thiéng liéng,”
Than Hades nhiin vai. “That ¢6 16i.”

“Rét tot!” than Zeus gim gir. “Nhan danh Hoi ddng, chiing ta thé voi song Styx ring s& dap (mg yéu cau hop Iy ctia ngwroi mién 1 nd ndm trong quyén
Iuc cua ta.”

Céc than xi xao dong tinh. Sim vang rén, rung chuyén ca phong ngai. Thoa thudn chinh thirc 6 hiéu hyc.

“Tur nay trd di, toi mudn cac thin déu phai chinh thirc thtra nhan cac con ctia minh,” t6i noi. “TAt c& céc ngudi con... cua tAt c4 cac vi thAn.”



Céc cur dan déng kinh nhit ctia dinh Olympus déu khé chiu chuyén tur thé ngdi.
“Percy,” cha t6i ndi, “chinh x4c thi con mudn gi?”

“Kronos khong thé trdi day néu khong c6 4 thin bi cha me bé roi,” t6i ndi. “Ho cam thiy gian di¥, cim phan va khong duoc yéu thuong, va ho da ¢6
mot Iy do chinh dang.”

Hai canh miii quy phéi ctia thin Zeus nd to. “Nguoi dam budc toi...”

“S& khong c6 thém nhirng dira tré khong dugc thira nhan,” t61 noi. “Toi mudn céc than hira s& thira nhin con cai minh — pét ¢ cac 4 than— khi ching
murol l;a tudL HQ sé kh()pg bibo qpén trén toér} thg‘: gioi, tu m]nh song sot voi sy dinh doat ctia cac con quai vat. Toi muon ho duge thira nhén va duge
dua dén trai d€ ho cé thé dugc huan luyén tir t€ d€ hoc cach ton tai.”

“Nay, huom chit d,” thin Apollo n6i, nhung t6i van néi tiép.

“V3 céc tiéu thin,” t6i n6i. “Nit thAn Nemesis, nit thin Hecate, thin Morpheus, thAn Janus, nit thin Hebe — tAt ¢4 ho déu xtng dang nhan duoc mdt énh
daixa va c6 nha trong trai Con Lai. Con cai ho ciing phéi c6 danh phan. Calypso va nhiing Titan yéu hoa binh khac ciing nén dugc tha thir. Va than
Hades...”

Thén chét quat, “Nguoi goi ta 1 tiéu thin u?”

“Khong, thura ngai,” t6i n6i nhanh. “Nhung con c4i ctia ngai ciing khong nén bi bo quén. Ho nén cé mdt nha ¢ trai. Nico da chimg minh duoc diéu do.
S& khong duoc tong cac a than khong duge thira nhdn vao nha than Hermes nita. Ho uon kho s vi khong biét bo me minh [a ai. Moi than 16n nho déu
phéi ¢ nha riéng cho con caiminh ¢ trai. Va khong con hiép uée By Tam Vibai Vind da khong con hiéu lye nita. Cac ngai cling phai ngimg viée o
loai bo géc 4 than ¢6 strc nnnh Thay vao d6 chiing ta phai huan luyén va chap nhan ho. Tat ca con cai clia cac vi than s€ duoc chao don va dugce ton
trong doi xir. 6 1a wéc mudn cvia toL.”

Than Zeus khit miti. “D6 1 tht ca sa0?”

“Percy,” thin Poseidon ndi, “con yéu cau qua nhiéu. Con da qua lam dung”

“Toi nam giit 104 thé ctia cac ngai ddy,” t6i ni. “Tat c cac ngai.”

Tét cé cac anh mat nghiém khéic déu chiéu vao toi. Ngac nhién thay, nit thin Athena ki ngui cat tiéng dau tién: “Thang bé ndi ding. Ching ta da khong
khon ngoan khi bo mic con cai minh. Thyc t& da chimg minh d6 Ia diém yéu chién hroc va gin nhur khién ching ta gan nhur b tuyét diPercy Jackson — ta
ting c6 nhing nghi ngai vé nguroi, nhung ¢ K...” Ba dy liéc nhin Annabeth va r6i noi nhur thé nhitng tir d6 déu ¢6 vi chua. “C6 & ta da sai. Toi d¢ nghi
chiing ta hdly chap nhan giai phap ctia cau bé.”

“Hirm,” than Zeus noi. “Bi bao phai lam gi boi mot thing nhoc. Nhung ta cho 1...”

“Tét ca cling biu quyét ndo,” than Hermes noi.

Céc thin déu gio tay t0 ¥ tan thanh.

“Um, cdmon,” t5i nbi.

To6i quay ngudi lai, nhung trrde khi t6i ¢ thé roi di, thin Poseidon goi Ion. “Doi quan danh duy!”

Lap tirc doi quan Cyclops tién Ién trudc va tao thanh hai hing kéo dai tir cac ngai cho dén canh cira — tao thanh mdt 1i di hep cho i bude qua. Tat ca
ho déu ding nghiém

“Tét ca chao, Percy Jackson,” Tyson noi. “Anh himg ctia dinh Olympus... va 1 anh trai cta toi!”
Ban dang doc truyén Vi Than Cudi Cimg dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Chuwong 21: Blackjack bi cudp

Khi Annabeth va t6i dang trén duong rdi khoi thi t6i nhin thdy thin Hermes & goc san trude ctia cung dién. Ong dang nhin chim chiim vao thong diép Iris
trong man suong cua dai phun nuée.

Toi quay sang dan Annabeth. “T¢ s€ ggip lai cau ¢ thang mdy nhé.”
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“Cau chic khong?” RAi cd éy nhin chim vao mat i, “Um, ciu s& im thé.”

Thén Hermes dudng nhu khong nhén ra sy hién dién cta t61. Cac hinh anh ¢ thong diép Iris dang di chuyén qua nhanh dén ndi t6i khong thé hiéu duoc
g Cac ban tin cia con nguoi dén tir khap noi trén toan nude MY vut a6t qua — cac hmh anh v€ sy tan pha ctia Typhon, c4c vat con sét lai trong cudc
chién dién ra khap Manhattan, tong thong dang chu tricudc hop béo, thi trudng thanh phd New York, xe quan sy chay xudi Avenue of the Americas.

“Thét tuyét,” thin Hermes lambam Sau d6 6ng quay sang t6i. “Ba ngin nim qua, va ta s& khong bao gio virot qua duoc strc manh ciia Man Swong
Mu... va sy ngu dot ctia con nguoil.”

“Camon, chau doan thé.”

“O, trir nguoi ra. Mic dau ta cho [ minh nén can nhéc lai, vi ngroi d tir chdi quyén bét tir.”

“P6 1a mdt quyét dinh hoan toan ding dén.”

Than Hermes nhin t0i day to md va roi hudng sy chi ¥ vé thong diép Iris. “Hay nhin ho xem. Ho da quyét dinh ring Typhon la mdt dot bio kinh hoang,
Ta chang ude ao gi. Ho dé khong doan ra lam the nao tat ca cac bire twong ¢ Ha Manhattan déu roi khoi bé twong va bi chém thanh timg minh. Ho van
tiep tuc trinh chiu cac birc anh vé bire trong cua Susan B. Anthony dang xict ¢6 bur tuwong Frederick Douglass. Nhung ta nghi rang ho thm chi con
néu ra duge mot gidi thich day logic cho diéu d6.”

“Thanh phd t& nhur thé nao?”

Thin Hermes nhiin vai. “Thét ngac nhién 1 khong qua t¢. Tt nhién, cudc song dan thuong bi dao 16n. Nhung day 1 New York. Ta chra bao gio thiy
mot nhdom ngudi nao mau hoi phyuc nhur & ddy. Ta nghi rang ho s€ quay v trang thai binh thuong trong vong mot vai tuan nita, va dinhién, ta da va dang
giip v ho.”

“Ong sa0?”

“Ta |3 ngudi dura tin cho cac vi than. Cong viée cla ta i giam sat nhimg gi con nguoi dang noi, va néu can thiét, giip ho nhan thirc dleuglda XAy ra.
Ta s& khoi phuc lai ho. Tin ta di, thé ndo ho ciing quy diéu nay cho mdt vu dong dt kinh hoang hay céc manh bé vun ctia it trdi chira ddy dién tich. Bat
ctr diéu gl ngoai syr thit.”

Giong 6ng nghe chua x6t. George va Martha im thit quén quanh quyén truong, diéu d6 khién t6i nghi ring thin Hermes dang cuc ky cuc ky gian dir. Toi
chic ring minh nén im king, nhung t6i da n6i, “Chéu ng ong mot 1oi xin 161.”

Than Hermes than trong nhin t6i. “Va sao lai thé

“Chéu da nghi ong I mt nguoi cha t0i,” t0i thira nhén. “Chéu da nghi ong bo roi Luke vi dng biét trong lai clia anh dy va da khong m bét cir ditu gi
& ngan lai diéu d6.”

“Diing I ta da biét duoc trong lai ctia no,” thin Hermes dau kho noi.

“Nhung 6ng da biét dugc nhiéu hon phﬁr} anh 4y s& bién thanh nguoi xau. Ong hiéu dugc nhitng gi anh Ay s& m vao phit cubi. Ong d biét anh 4y s&
lra chon ding dan. Nhung 6ng khong thé ndi cho anh ay diéu d6, dung khong?”’

Thén Hermes nhin chidm chédm vao bé phun nuée. “Khong ai co thé can thiép vao s6 ménh, Percy a, ngay ca than thanh ciiing khong duoc. Néu ta canh
bao trude cho nd didu gi s& den, hoiic ¢6 dé anh huong dén cac quyét dinh ctia nd, ta s& khién moi viée tré nén xAu di hon ma thoi. Gitr im king, va tranh
xa khoino... D6 i diéu kho nhit ma ta da hm”

“Ong phai dé anh 4y tim thay con dudng ctia chinh minh,” t6i ndi, “va déng vai trd ciru ly dinh Olympus.”

Thin Hermes tho dai. “Ta khong nén ndi gidn v6i Annabeth. Khi Luke dén tim con bé ¢ San Francisco... [‘J’m,? ta biét con bé s& déng mjt vai nao do
trong s6 ménh ctia nd. Ta da nhin thiy dugc diu do. Ta da nghi ¢6 1€ con bé ¢ thé lam nhitng gi ta khong thé va ctru lay Luke. Khi con bé tir choi di
cung véi no, ta hau nhur khdng the kiém soat duge con gidn cua ta. Ta I§ ra phai bict rd hon. Ta thét sy dang gidn dit véi chinh minh.”

“Annabeth da ctru Luke,” t6i n6i. “Luke da chét nhu mdt ngwdi anh hing, Anh 4y da hy sinh chinh minh dé giét Kronos.”

“Ta iy Am cam kich vi nhitng 10 ctia nguroi, Percy. Nhung Kronos khong chét. Nguoi khong thé giét chét mot Titan.”

“Thé thi...”

“Ta khong biét,” thn Hermes lu bau. “Khong ai trong ching ta ¢6 thé im diéu d6. Bj bién thanh bui. Réi réc trong gid. Néu may miin, hén ta s& bj tan
ra that thua thot dén noi han s€ khdng bao gio lai hinh thanh nén duge mdt y thitc, chir dirng ndi dén 1a mdt co thé. Nhung dirng cho 13 han ta da chét,
Percy

Da day t6i nhon nhao déy kho chiu. “Thé con céc thin Titan khac?”



“DPang an ndp,” thin Hermes n6i. “Prometheus guri cho thin Zeus mot thong diép véi mdt chim xin 16i vi d3 tng ho Kronos. “Toi chi dang b giam thiéu
thiét hai,” blah blah. Han ta s& phai cti thﬁp dau w()ng trong mit vai the }cynéuhénta khon ngoan. Krios da bo tron, va mii Othrys da sup Q6 trongtinl}
trang hur hai nghiém trong. Oceanus da tron nhanh xudng bién sau khi bict rd Kronos da thua trén. Trong khi d6, con trai Luke cua ta lai chét di. N6 chet
khi van dang con tin rang ta khong quan tim dén nd. Ta s€ khong bao gio tha thir cho chinh minh.”

Thén Hermes chém manh cy y hiéu qua man swong. Cac birc anh thong diép Iris bién mit.

“Cach day rat lau,” t6i n6, “Ong da n6i v6i chau riang diéu kho nhat khi | mdt vi than a khong thé gitip d& cho con ci minh. Ong ciing da n6i v6i chau
rang ong khong thé tir bd gia dinh minh, bat ké ho da lam dieu gi d6 tréu nguoi di chang nia.”

“Va gio nguoi nghi ta 12 mt ké dao duac gia u?”

“Khong, ng n6i ding. Luke yeu 6ng. Cubi ctng, anh 4y da nhén ra duoc s6 ménh ctia minh, chéu nghi anh Ay d4 nhin ra sao 6ng khong thé gitip anh 4y.
Anh 4y nhé ra duge diéu gi i quan trong”

“Nhung da qua mudn cho n6 va ta.”

“Ong 6 nhimg dira con khéc co' ma. Hay twong niém Luke bang cach thira nhan ho. Tt ca cac vi thin déu c6 thé laim diéu d6.”

D6 vai thin Hermes ching xudng. “Ho s& ¢b, Percy. O, tit ca ching ta s& ¢b giit 1o hira. Va c6 & trong mot thoi gian t6i moi viée s& trd nén t(‘)t hon.
Nhung cac i than ching ta s& khong bao gio' gioi trong viée gitr céc 101 the. Ngwoi da dugc sinh ra vi mt 1oi hira bi pha v, ding khong? Cuoi cing
chiing ta s€ dan dan quén di. Chiing ta lu6n [am nhur the.”

“Cac than c6 thé thay doi.”

Thén Hermes cudi I6n. “Sau ba ngan nm, ngwroi nghi cc than c6 thé thay ddi ban chit ctia ho“Um,” t6i ndi. “Chau tin.”

Thén Hermes dudng nhur ngac nhién khi nghe didu d6. “Nguoi nghii... Luke thit sy yéu quy ta sao? Sau tat ca nhimg chuyén da xay ra sao?”

“Chéu chic diéu d6.”

Thén Hermes lai nhin chdm chém vao dai phun nurée. “Ta s& dua cho ngwoi danh sach nhimg dira con cta ta. C6 mbt théing & Wisconsin. Hai con gii &
Los Angeles. Mot vai dura khac nita. Li€u nguoi co thé dén gip va dua ching dén trai khdng?”

“Chau hira,” t6i noi. “Va chau s€ khong quén.”

George va Martha quin minh quanh cay y hiéu. Toi biét nhitng con rén khong thé mim cudi, nhung ching dudng nhu dang ¢b lam didu do.

“Percy Jackson,” than Hermes néi, “nguwoi c6 thé da day ching ta mdt doi diéu gi do.”

Mot vi thz‘?.n nita dang doi t6i trén duong t6i roi khoi dinh Olympus. Nir than Athena dimg gitta duong, v6i hai tay khoanh lai va cai nhin trén khu6n mat
ba ay khién t6i nghi uh-oh. Ba ta da thay bd 4o gidp thanh quéan jeans va mjt chiéc 4o blouse tréang, nhung tinh thién chién cia ba dy trong chang bot di
chit ndo. P61 midt xAm cuia ba sang ruc.

“Nay, Percy,” ba dy noi. “Ngwoi quyét dinh van s& 1 nguodi pham.”

“Um, vang, thura nit than.”

“Ta mudn biét céc Iy do.”

“T6i mudn trd thanh mot chang trai binh thurdng, Toi mudn 16n én. C6 dugc, ba biét ddy, mot trai nghiém binh thidng & nhitng nam trung hoc phd
thong.”

“Va ca con gita?”
“T6i khong thé o1 ra xa co dy,” toi thira nhan, ¢b t6i khd déng. “Hay Grover,” t6i nhanh chong thém vao. “Hay...”

“Thoi du rdi.” Nt thin Athena bude dén gin t6, va t6i c6 thé cam nhan dugc vang strc manh ctia ba Ay Am cho da t6i nglra ran. “Ta da timg canh béo
nguoi, Percy Jackson, ring dé ctru Iy ban minh, nguoi s& hily diét ca thé gioi da lim Nguoi dudng nhu da ctru duoc nhitng ngudi ban ctia minh, va ca
thé gioi. Nhung hay suy nghi that can than v& viée tir gior trd di nguoi s& giai quyét nhur thé ndo. Vi con nghi ngd nén ta s& khong budc toi nguoi. Pimg c6
mé pham sai Am.”

Nhur dé chimg minh quan diém ctia minh, ba Ay bién thanh mot cot ira, d6t chay phia trudc vat 40 so mi cia t6i va bién mit.
Annabeth dang doi t6i & thang mdy. “Sao ngudi cau c6 mii khoi thé?”

“Chuyén dai m,” t6i noi. Chung t61 cling nhau di xuong phia duoi. Khong ai trong chiing t6i néi bat cir diéu gi. Nhac trong thang may dé té — 1 nhac
ctia Neil Diamond hay dai loi thé. Toi nén thém vao phén niy trong phan qua ban ndy tir cac vi thin — cac ban nhac ding trong thang méy hay hon.



Khi chiing t6i di ra sanh ciia toa nha, i nhin thiy me t0i va duong Paul dang doi co véi anh chang nhan vién an ninh dau héi, nguoi vira méi quay lai vi
tri

“T6i n6i cho anh biét,” me t6i hét 1on, “chiing t6i phai di én phia trén kia! Con trai toi..” Rdi ba nhin thiy t6i va hai miit ba md lon. “Percy!”

Me 6m chit khién t6i khong tho ndi.

Me t6i phan tran. “Cha me da nhin thiy co miu xanh bién. Nhung chd méi khong thiy con xudng. Con 6 trén d6 ca hang tiéng dong hd!”

“Me con hoi lo ]éng qua,” duong Paul coc 16¢ noi.

“Con 6n m3,” t6i cam doan khi me t6i 6m iy Annabeth. “Gioy moi thir déu déu vao diy roi.”

“Chi Blofis,” Annabeth n6i, “mén chién diu bﬁng kiém cta cht tuyét Bm”

Durgng Paul nhtin vai. “Trong hoan canh 4y ai ciing phai thé thoi. Nhung Percy ndy... & ddy thét sur... y duong 13, toa nha niy c6 ting sau trim a2”
“Dinh Olympus,” toi dap. “Ping thé a.”

Durgng Paul nhin Ién tran nha voi vé mit mo mang, “Udc gi ta thiy

“Paul,” me t6i qud trach. “N6 khong danh cho con ngudi. Dit sao, diéu quan trong i tit ca ching ta déu an toan. Tt ca ching ta.”

Téi sap dugc nghi ngoi. Moi thir déu that hoan hao. Annabeth va t6i binh an vo sw. Me t0i va dugng Paul con séng. Binh Olympus da dugc ciru.

Nhung cude doi ctia mot 4 thin khong bao gior 1 d& dang. Ngay khi Nico chay tir duwong vao, va khudn miit ciu ta da n6i cho t6i biét co chuyén ching
lanh.

“D6 1a chi Rachel,” cau ta ndi. “Em vira mdi tinh ¢ gip chi Ay & cudi duong 32rd.”
Annabeth nhiu may. “Lan ndy c6 ta lai im chuyén gi nita day?”

“D 1 noi chj &y bo di,” Nico hon hén noi. “Em da noi | chi dy s& chét néu ¢6 m diéu d6, nhung chi y vn cir khiing khéing lam theo ¥ minh. Chj dy
vira mdi lay con Blackjack va...”

“Cb 4y liy con pegasus ctia anh?”” t6i hoi don.
Nico gt du. “Chi 4y dang di vé phia D6i Con Lai. Chi 4y n6i 1 chi 4y phéi dén trai.”
Ban dang doc truyén Vi Than Cudi Cimg dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Chuwong 22: Toi bi quang xuong ho
Khéng ai duoc trém con pegasus ciia toi. Rachel ciing khong ngoai 1. Téi khong chiic liéu toi gidn dit, kinh ngac hay lo Eing hon.
“Cb ta dang nghi chuyén gi thé?”” Annabeth noi khi ching ti chay dén con song. Khong may, biét rd Rachel dinh lam gi va diéu d6 am toi sg chét khiép.
Tinh hinh giao thong thét ¢ hai. Moi nguoi déu do xo ra céac con dudng va ngAn ngudi xem cac thiét hai & vimg chién sw. Xe canh sat vang Ién & mbi day
nha. Khong thé nao bat dugc xe taxi, va cac con pegasus déu da bay khoi noi nay. Toi s tim mdt vai nguoi th Doi quan Ngwa Pony Thich Tiée Ting,
nhung ho da bién mat cing v6i hau hét phan bia x4 xi 6 khu Midtown. Vi thé ching ti chay, chen lan xuyén qua dam dong nhimg nguoi dang siing so
lap kin ca hai bén via he.
“Cb ta s& khong bao gi di qua duroc hiang rio bao v&,” Annabeth bao néi. “Peleus s& nhai séng co ta.”

Toi da khong nghi dén diéu d6. Man Swong M s& khong lira duge Rachel nhu n i véi hiu hét moi nguoi. C6 dy s& dé dang tim thély trai. Nhung toi
dang hy vong céac vanh dai phép thuat clia trai s€ chi gitt c6 ay bén ngoai nhur mdt truong hre. Toi da khong nghi dén viée con Peleus c6 thé tan cong,

“Ching ta phéi nhanh 1én mdi kip.” T liéc nhin Nico. “Anh khong chéic em con ¢6 thé triéu hdi mdt vai con ngura xwong dau nhi?”

Céuta vira chay vira tho kho khé nhur ngudi Ién con hen. “Qua mét moi... khong thé triéu hdi nbi mdt méu xwong cho cho.”
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Cubi cting chiing t6i ciing 1ét dén duoc b song va ti phat ra mot ~tiéng huyt sdo 16n. Toi ghét phai am diéu ndy. Ngay ca véinia dong sand dollar ¢6
phép lam sach ma thuat t0i da dua cho Song Dong, nude ¢ day van kha 6 nhiem Toi khong muon lam cho bat cir dong vat bien nao bi 6m, nhung ching
den theo 161 goi ctia toi.

Ba dong nude khuély dong ca méit nue xdm xit. Va mdt tp ngwra ¢4 trdi lén it nuede. Ching hy vang khong chit vui vé, Fc thit manh bim song dang
bam trén bom ctia ching. Ching la nhiing sinh vét thét xinh dep, voi nhimg chiée dudi ca day mau sac, dau va hai chén trude giong mot con bach mé.
Con ngya c4 boi phia trude to hon nhi€u so voi nhitng con khac — né 1a vat cudi phtt hgp cho mot Cyclops.

“Cu vong!” ti goi I6n. “Moi chuyén thé nio rdi, anh ban?”

N6 hi vang mdt 1i than phién.

“Um, 6 xin 16i nhé,” t61 n6i. “Nhung viéc ndy gip lim. Bon t& can vé trai.”

N6 khit mii.

“Tyson 42" ti n6i. “Tyson van on! T6 xin i 1 cau 4y khong c6 & day. Gidr cau Ay 1 dai twéng quan ciia d6i quan Cyclops.

“Hi Hi HI HI..."”

“U T6 chéc cau 4y s& mang tao vé dai céc cau. Gio ta dinhé...”

Lodng cai, Annabeth, Nico va i phong véo véo trén miit Séng Dong, con nhanh hon nhirng chiéc mb t6 nurée nira. Ching t6i lao viit qua gim cau
Throg’s Neck va tién thang dén Long Island Sound.

Quéing dudng nhur kéo dai méii cho dén khi ching t6i nhin thiy bai bién cua trai. Chiing toi cam on tOp ngwa 4 va 16i vao bo. Chi minh anh Argus ra don
ching t6i. Anh diing khoanh tay trén bo cét, hang tram con mt trén nguoi anh chdm chi nhin ching toi.

“Co Ay & day?” t6i hoi.

Anh gat du dirt khot.

“Moi chuyén van 6n ha anh?” Annabeth hoi tiép.

Anh Argus ic dau.

Ba dtra toi theo anh Ién con duong mon. Toi cam thiy that ky lai khi quay trd lai trai vi moi thir trng that thanh binh — khong ¢6 nhitng toa nha dang
chdy, khong c6 cac chién binh bj thurong, Céc ngdi nha ctia chiing ti ruc 16 dudi anh néng va cc canh dong lp lanh swong mai. Nhung noi ndy gan nhur
hoan toan trong khong,

O phia trén Nha Lon, 0 diéu gi d6 hoan toan khong 6n. Anh sang méu xanh lyc phét ra tir cac canh cira sé, giéng hét diéu t6i da nhin ‘gl]éy vé ba May
Castellan trong cac gidc mo cuia toi. Suong mil— loai ma quai — cudn xody khip miit san. O san bong chuyén, bac Chiron nam trén chiéc cang co kich
thude bang mot con nggra, mot nhom cac than rimg dang dimg quanh bac ay. Blackjack lo lang chay mrdc ki¢u nhé ¢ bai co.

Pimg tréch t6i t6i, sép! n6 van vi khi nhin thy t6i. Co gaiky la d6 budc toi phai lam thé!

Rachel Elizabeth Dare dimg 6 phia dudi bac thém ciia mai hién. Hai tay ¢6 Ay dua 1én nhu thé ¢6 4y dang chd ai d6 tir bén trong nha ném quéa bong ra
cho co.

“C6 ta dang lam gi thé?” Annabeth gay git. “Sao ¢ ta vrot qua dugc cac hang rao bao vé
“Cb ta da bay qua,” mdt trong s cac thin rimg n6i, nhin Blackjack vdi vé cao budc. “Ngay phia trén con rdng, ngay phia trén cic hing rao ma thuét.”
“Rachel!” Toi goi I6n, nhung céc thin rimg da ngin toi lai khi t6i c6 dén gan hon.

“Percy, dimg,” bac Chiron canh bao. Bac 4y cau miy khi ¢b di chuyén. Cénh tay trai ctia bac iy dugc ¢b dinh bing bang deo, hai chan sau dugc bé
nep va dau bac ay quan bang trang xda. “Chau khong thé can thiép vao.”

“Chéu nghii bac da giai thich moi chuyén cho ¢6 ay!”
“Bac d4 lam. Va bac da moi ¢o dy dén day.”
To6i nhin chdm chiim vao béac 4y day hoai nghi. “Bac da noi s& khong bao gidr dé cho bat cir ai thir hm didu d6 Jan nira! Bac da noi...”

“Béc biét nhing gi minh da n6i, Percy. Nhung béc da sai. Rachel da ¢ cénh mdng v& 10 nguyén ctia thn Hades. C6 bé tin gidy no da hét linh nghi¢m
C06 bé thuyét phuc bac rang c6 bé dang cé dugce co hdi ndy.”

“Va néu 16i nguyén van con linh nghiém thi sao a? Néu thin Hades chua giai nguyén, c6 dy s& mit tril”



Man Surong Mit quén quanh Rachel. C6 bé run ban bét nhur thé dang bi dong kinh.
“Nay!” t6i thét Ien. “Ngung lai!”

Toi chay vé phia ¢6 4y, gat di cac than rimg dang ngiin can. Toi dén duoc khong qua ba mét va bi ném tring bai mot thir gi d6 nhur qua bong bai bién vo
hinh vay. T6i bat nguoc lai, ngd Iin trén co.

Rachel mo miét ra va xoay ngudi lai. C6 4y trong nhur thé dang mong du— nhur thé ¢6 dy co thé nhin thiy t6i, nhung chi 1 trong mdt gidc mo.

“Té khong sao dau.” Giong cd Ay nghe nhur tir xa vong toi. “Day i Iy do t¢ da dén day.”

“Cau s¢ bi tiéu diét!”

Cb Ay dau. “Pay I noi t& thude vé, Percy. Cudi cling t¢ da hiéu duoc nguyén do.”

Rachel n6i khé giong nhirng gi ba May Castellan da n6i. Toi phai can c6 4y lai, nhung t6i tham chi con khong thé dimg lén.

Can nha rung chuyén. Cira trude bat mo va anh sang miu xanh Iuc tia ra. Toi nhén ra mii mdc 4m 4p ctia nhitng con rn.

Swong nu1 cudn thanh mdt tram con rin bﬁng khoi, truron 1én cac cot & mai hién, cudn tron quanh ngdi nha. R&i Oracle xuét hién & cira.

Xac udp kho héo I€ chin Vé'phl'a trude trong bd vay ciu vong ctia ba ta. Ba ta trong dang so' hon moi khi, dfél} d6 ndi lén kha nhidu diéu. Miéi toc ba ta
dang rét xu6ng thanh timg voc. Lan da nhan nheo cua ba ta gio dang ran nirt nhur ghe chice xe buyt cti. Cép mat vo hon cta ba ta nhin bang quo vao
trong khong gian, nhung t6i c6 cam giac son ca gai oc rang ba ta dang dan di thang vé phia Rachel

Khong hé s hii, Rachel binh thén chia hai tay minh ra.

“Nguoi phai cho qua 1au,” Rachel ndi. “Nhung gio ta da ¢ day.”

Anh it troi nhu chiéu sang hon. Mot ngudi dan 6ng hién ra phia trén méi hién, lo limg gitta khong trung — mdt anh ching toc vang trong chiéc 40 toga
trang, di kém voi kinh mat va mot nu cudi day ty mén.

“Than Apollo,” t6i noi.
Ong ta nhay mit v6i toi, nhung dua ngon tay lén moi.

“Rachel Elizabeth Dare,” 6ng néi. “Nguoi ¢ duoc tai tién tri. Nhung d6 dong thoi ciing B mdt 1oi nguyén. Newoi ¢6 chic i ngroi mubn didu nay
khong?”

Rachel git dau. “D6 I s6 phan cua t6i.”
“Nguoi ¢6 chap nhan ca rii ro khong?”
“Co.”

“Véy bét du di,” than Apollo noi.

Rachel nhim mét lai. “Toi chap nhén vai trd ndy. Toi xin nguyén trung thanh thanApollo than ctia cac nha tién tri. Toimo it nhin vé phia tlrong lai va
chip nhin qua khir. Toi chép nhan linh hon ctia Delphi, ngudi phat ngdn ctia céc vi thin, ngudi ndi ra céc diéu bi an, ngudi nhin thiu van mé

Toi khong biét c6 dy Ky nhing 101 d6 tir dau, nhung ching tubn ra tir miéng c6 khi Man Swong Mu cang day dac thém Mot c6t khoi miu xanh lyc,
trong nhur mdt con triin khdng 10, dudi ngudi ra tir miéng ciia xac u6p va truot xubng cau thang, quan quit day 4u yém quanh chan Rachel. Cai xac udp
ctia Oracle v& vun, roi I t cho dén khi nd chéing con gi ngoai mot dbng bui trong chiéc 40 dim nhudm tie-dye cii k§.. Swong mi bao iy Rachel thanh
mit cdt khoi.

Trong mit thodng, t0i khong thé nao nhin thiy Rachel. Roi sau d6 khoi tan bién di.

Rachel nga xubng va cudn ngudi lai nhur tur thé ciia mot bao thai. Annabeth, Nico va t6i chay voi t6i, nhung thin Apollo n6i, “Ngimg lai! Pay 1 thoi diém
nhay cam nhét.”

Toi st rudt hoi. “Chuyén gi dang xay ra? Y ngudi l gi?”
Théan Apollo lo 4u nhin Rachel. “La It linh hon quyét dinh c6 nén nhén, hay khong nén nhén vat chi.”
Annabeth hoi. “Va néu khong thi sao a?”

“Nam tir,” thin Apollo noi, dém chiing trén cac ngdn tay cia minh. “SE€ that su t0i t&.”



Bét chép 16i canh bao ciia thin Apollo, t6i chay vé phia trude va quy bén trén Rachel. Mui cta gac xép da bién mét. Mén Swong M chim siu vao trong
dat va anh sang xanh luc dang mo dan. Nhung Rachel van rat xanh xao. Hoi thd cua ¢6 ay cuc ky mong manh.

R&i mét ¢6 Ay run rdy mo ra. C6 4y tap trung nhin ti dy kho khéin. “Percy.”

“Cau 6n khong?”

Cb 4y cb gwong ngdi day. “Oil” C6 dy ép manh hai tay vao hai bén thai dwong,

“Chi Rachel,” Nico néi, “quang sang sinh hrc ctia chi gin nhu hoan toan bién mét. Em c¢6 thé nhin thiy chi dang chét.”

“C khong sao,” c6 4y khé n6i. “Lam on, ning t& ddy. Cac canh mong — ching hoi mét phurong huéng”

“Chu c6 chic A ciu bén khong?” t61 hdi.

Than Apollo 6t tir méi hién xudng, “Céc quy ba va quy ong than mén, cho phép ta duoc giéi thiéu voi moi ngudi, ddy ki Oracle méi ctia Delphi.”
“Khéng duia chir,” Annabeth noi.

Rachel mim cuoi yéu 6t. “Piéu d6 ciing hoi ngac nhién d6i v6i t6, nhung day 1 s6 ménh ciia t6. Té da nhin thiy né khi t& con & New York. To da hiéu
ly do tai sao t& duoc sinh ra voi cai nhin chin thét. Té duoc sinh ra d€ tré thanh Oracle.”

T61 chop mit. “Y cau Ia hién cau c6 thé néi vé trong lai sao?”’

“Khong phai lic ndo ciing thé,” c6 4y néi. “Nhung ¢6 cac canh mdng, hinh anh, va tir ngi tran ngap trong dau to. Khi ai d6 hoi t6 mdt cau hoi, 6. ...
khong...”

Thén Apollo thong bao. “Bét dau rdi ddy.”

Rachel khom ngudi lai nhur thé vira bi dAm vao bung, Sau do, ¢6 Ay dimg thing day va doi miit c6 phat ra 4nh sang ctia con rén miu xanh luc.
Khi ¢6 4y n6i, giong cd 4y nhur duoc nhén ba Ién — nhur thé c6 dén ba Rachel néi cling mot liic:

“Bay con lai s& dap lai 101 hi¢u tri¢u.

Mang giéng bio dén hodc thiéu chay thé giéi phai sup d6

Mot 1oi thé duoc gitr voi mot hoi thé cudi cling

Va céc ké thit hudng cac canh quin vé phia Canh cira Cai chét.”

Vira durt 10i, Rachel ngii quy xudng. Nico va ti bt iy 6 4y va gitip ¢ dy Ién phia trén mai hién. Da c6 4y nong ray nhu nguoi sot cao.
“Té 6n ma,” ¢ Ay ndi, giong co Ay bt dau quay trd lai binh thrdng “Piéu d6 1a gi thé?” t6i hoi.

Rachel lic dau, bi rdi. “Biéu d6 la gi?”

“Ta tin,” than Apollo néi, “ring ching ta vira moi nghe 101 Dai Tién Tri tiép theo.”

“N6 c6 nghia 11 gi?” Toi thic mvic.

Rachel cau may. “T¢ thdm chi khong nhé duge nhitng gi t6 vira ndL”

“Khong phai,” thin Apollo dim chiéu. “Linh hon s& chi thinh thodng moi n6i thong qua ¢6 bé. Phin lon thoi gian, Rachel ciia chiing ta s& giong nhur binh
thuong vay. SE€ khong c6 ich gi khi tra hoi ¢d bé, ngay ca khi co bé vira mbi noi ra 16i tién tri quan trong cho twong lai ctia the gioi.”

“Sao lai thé?”” t6i noi. “Nhung...”

“Percy,” thin Apollo n6i, “ta s& khong lo ing qué nhidu. Loi Dai Tién Tri vira qua vé cau phai mit gin bay muroi nam mdi hoan tat dy. Loi tién tri lan
ndy c6 thé tham chi con khong xdy ra trong cude doi cua cau.”

Toi nghi vé nhimg Ioi Rachel da noi véi céi giong son gai ¢ Ay — vé con giong bao va lira v cénh cira i chét. “C6 & the,” t6i ndi, “nhung n nghe
chang tot lanh ti ndo.”

“Khong,” than Apollo vui vé noi. “Tét nhién 1 khong rdi. C6 bé s& b mdt Oracle tuyét voil”

That kh6 dé bo qua chit d& do, nhung than Apollo ctr khiing khiing ring Rachel can nghi ngoi, va ¢6 dy trong kha bdi roi.



“Té xin 16i, Percy,” co éy n6i. “Lic con & Olympus, t& dd khong giai thich hét moi chuyén vai cau, nhung su triéu hoi d6 Am t6 so chét klﬁép duoc. Té
khong nghi cau s& hi€u dugc dicu do.”

Toi thi nhan. “Gid t6 van khong hiéu. Nhung té doan 1 t6 mimg cho cau.”

Rachel mim cuoi. “Vui mimg chic chin khong phéi i tir ding im. Viée nhin thy tuong lai s& khong d& dang g, nhung n6 1 s6 ménh ctia t6. Té chi hy
vong gia dinh t6...”

C6 bé bo ling ¢ ndi.
T6i hoi, “Thé cau van s theo hoc & Hoc vién Clarion 427
“Té da hira voi cha t¢ 161, TG dodn t6 s& phai ¢ trds thanh mot dira tré binh thudng trong sudt thdi gian & truong, nhung..”

“Nhung ngay by gio ¢6 bé can phai ngi,” than Apollo trach niing, “Chiron ndy, ta khong nghi gic xép ndy 1 noi thich hop danh cho Oracle mdi clia
ching ta, y 6ng thé nao?”’

“Khong, qua thit |a nhur thé.” Bac Chiron gior da khé hon nhiéu sau khi thin Apollo thre hign mot vai phép thuat chita bénh trén nguoi béc dy. “Rachel
tam thoi co thé str dung phong khach trong Nha Lon, cho dén khi chiing ta suy nghi nhiéu hon vé viéc d6.”

“Ta lai nghil &&n mdt cai hang trén nhitng ngon ddi,” than Apollo suy twéng, “Véi nhimg ngon dube va mdt tim man méu tia In phi ¢ 16 vao... cuc ky
than bi. Nhung bén trong, 1a mdt noi & dugc trang tri voi mdt phong choi game va mot trong cac hé thong rap hat tai gia.”

Béc Chiron dang héng thét to.
Thin Apollo git. “Gi chi?”

Rachel hon Ién mé t6i. “Tam biét Percy,” c6 dy thi thim. “Va viée t& nhin théy twong lai khong phéi dé néi cho cau biét nhimg gi can phai lim ngay bay
€0, phai khong?”

Doi mit ¢d 4y dudng nhur sic bén hon nhiéu so véi trude ddy.
To6i d6 mit. “Khong dau.”
“Tot,” ¢b Ay noi. Rdi ¢b Ay quay hung lai va di theo than Apollo vao Nha Lon.

Phén con lai ctia ngity cing ky la nhur e sang som. Céc trai vien dan dan quay vé tir New York bang du cac loai phuong tién —xe hoi, pegasus, va cd
xe ngua. Nhitng nguoi bi thuong déu da dugc cham séc. Nhitng nguoi chét dugc t6 chure I€ tang theo diing nghi thitc & bén bép Itra trai.

Vai liém cta Silena c6 mau hong dam, nhung duoc théu cdy gido dién. Ca nha thin Ares va nit than Aphrodite déu cong nhin c6 dy | mot ngudi anh
hing, va ctng nhau dot vai y ai nhac dén tir gian diép. Bi mat ay dugc dot chay thanh tro khi lan khoi ¢6 mii nude hoa duoc thict ké riéng danh cho ¢6
ay duoc i cudn di vao bau troi.

Tham chi Ethan Nakamura cling dwoc ban vai liém— d6 1a mot tAm vai liém bang lua den, v6i mdt biéu trung hai thanh kiém vét chéo nhau bén du6i mot
cai can. Khi tAm vai liém ciia cdu 4y chay lén trong ngon lira, t6i hy vong Ethan biét cAu ta ciing da laim duoc didu gi d6 quan trong vao phiit cudi. Cau ta
da tra gia nhiéu hon mdt con mit, nhung cac tiéu thin cudi cling ciing s& 6 duge sur ton trong ma ho xtmg déang dugc nhan.

Budi tdi dién ra khong qua s6i ndi. Dicu ndi bt duy nhat d6 chinh 1a nit than cay Juniper, nguoi hét lén, “Grover!” va ting cho anh ban trai minh mt ct
6m ngang nguroi, khién moi nguoi reo ho o vil. Sau d6 ho cung nhau di xuong bai bién dé di dao dudi anh trang, va toi cam thay hanh phuc cho ho. Mac
dau canh d6 ggi cho t6i nhé lai vé Silena va anh Beckendorf, va long t6i chot thoang budn.

Con O’Leary vui vé chay nhay 6 diia khiip noi, &n bét ctr d &n thira ndo ctia moi ngudi. Nico ngdi & ban chinh cing bac Chiron va ngai D. va khong ai
thém nghi rang diéu d6 la khong ding. Moi nguoi dang vo vao lung cau ta, ca ngoi sy chien dau cta ciu ta. Ngay ca nhiing ngudi con cta than Ares
cting nght rang Nico khd Ia tuyét. Nay, hay xuat hién voi mdt doi quan gom cac chien binh ngudi chét dé ciru the gioi, thi dot nhién ban s& 1 mdt nguoi
ban tot cua moi nguroi

Dén dén, moi ngurdi dén an t6i xong déu lin ot tén di. Mot vai ngwoi ri nhau ca hét bén ddng lira trai. Nhimg ngwoi khac di ngi sém. Toi ngdi mit
minh & ban ctia nha than Poseidon, va ngam trang Ién phia trén Long Island Sound. T6i cé thé thay Grover va Juniper dang nam tay di dao trén bai bién,
vira diwira trd chuyén. Khung canh that thanh binh.

“Nay.” Annabeth nhe nhang ngdi xubng ké bén t6i trén ghé bang, “Chiic nmg sinh nhét.”

Cb 4y dang cAm mit chiéc banh nurdng méo mo to hyr v6i 16p phit miu xanh bién trén bé mit.

T6i tron mt. “Gi chit?”

“Hom nay I ngay 18 thang Tam” ¢6 4y noi. “Sinh nhét cau, dung khong?”



To ling ngudi di. Dicu ndy chua bao gior xdy dén vi t0i, nhung co Ay ndi ding. Toi da tron murdi séu tudi vao séng nay — ding budi séng ti quyét dinh
dua con dao cho Luke. Loi nguyén da thanh sy that dung véi thoi han quy dinh, va t6i tham chi da khong nghi dén sy that raing hdm nay 14 ngay sinh nhit
clia toi.

Ban t6i giye. “Cau ude didu gi di.”

“Cau da tu tay nuéng banh ny 4?” t6i hoi.

“Tyson c6 gitp ddy.”

“Piu d6 giai thich tai sao nd trong gidng mdt vién gach bang s6 ¢6 la,” t6i n6i. “Cong thém Iop xi niing méu xanh.”

Annabeth bat cuoi

Toi suy nghi mdt gidy roi thdi nén.

Ching ti cat banh Eim doi v chia mbi ngudi mt nira. Hai dira déu ding tay &n banh. Annabeth ngi st bén ciing t0i ngim cénh dai dwong, Tiéng dé
va quai vat dang tao ra cac &m thanh am7 trong cac khu rirng, ngoai ra khap noi déu yén tinh.

“Céu da ciru thé gioi,” co Ay noi.

“Chiing ta da ctru thé gioi.”

“Va Rachel 1 Oracle moi, diéu d6 c6 nghiia 14 c6 4y s& khong duroc hen ho véi bét ctr ai.”
T6i nhan xét. “Nghe giong cau thi hinh nhu cdu khong qué budn vi tin dy.”

Annabeth nhiin vai. “Té khong quan tam.””

“Uhir.”

C6 Ay nhurén may. “Céu c6 diéu gi mudn néi v6i t6 ha, Oc Tao Bién?”

“Cau chic s& d4 mong t& mat thoi”

“Cau biét 13 t6 s& d4 mbong cau a?”

Toi phiii vin bénh ra khoi hai tay. “Khi t¢ trdm minh trong dong Song Styx, bién thanh bét kha chién bai... Nico da din t¢ hity tap trung nghi v& mot dieu
s€ Up t& gan chit voi the gidi, rang di€u d6 khien té muon 12 mdt con nguoi.”

Annabeth dam dam nhin vé phia chén trdi xa xam “U?”
“Rdi khi ¢ dinh Olympus,” t6i néi. “Khi ho mudn t6 trd thanh mdt vi than va nhimg diéu khac nita, t¢ van tiép tuc nghi...”
‘0, vay cau thuc sy mudn didu do.”

“Um, ¢6 I& c6 mit chit. Nhung té da tr chbi, vi to da nghi — tékhéngrm(‘)nrrx)it}n'r ctr mai nhur cfi vi sur bat tir, vi moi diéu uon 6 thé trd nén t6t hon.
Va t& dang nghi...” T6i cam thay co minh that sy kho dang,

“Dén ai d6 dac biét sa0?” Annabeth hoi, giong ¢d 4y mém nhur nhung,
To6i nhin qua va thiy c6 4y dang ¢6 nhin cuoi.

“Cau dang cuoi td,” toi oan trach.

“T6 khong c6!”

“Cau dang lam cho chuyén nay tré nén khong dé dang chit nao.”

R ¢6 dy tht sy cudi ko, va quang hai tay quanh ¢ t6i. “T¢ s& khong bao g, chura bao g fim moi chuyén trd nén dé dang véi cau, Oc Tao Bién.
Hay quen voi diéu d6 dinhé.”

Va ¢b Ay hon toi, t6i c6 cam gidc rang bd ndo ctia toi hién dang tan chay khiip co thé toi.
Toi ¢6 thé & méi trong tinh trang d6, néu nhur khong c6 mdt giong n6i gao kén phia sau ching t6i. “Puoc rdi, da dén lic!”

Pot nhién ca khu vire nha an déy nhing dubc va cac trai vién. Clarisse din du khi toan rinh trdm tAn cong bon t6i va nhic béng ca hai chung t6i lén vai



ho.

“Oi, thoi ndo!” T6i phan nan. “O dy chéing c6 ti riéng tur ndo sao?”
“Nhitng ké si tinh nay can phai duge ha nhiét!” Clarisse ndi vdi sy khodi chi.
“Dén hd xuil” Connor Stoll xtii biy.

Vi mdt tiéng reo ho vang doi, ho cong kénh ching t6i di xubng ddi, nhung ho di di gin dé hai dira ndm duge tay nhau. Annabeth dang cuoi ddy vui
sudng, va toi cling khong theé khong cuoi theo, miic du mit t6i do nhu gac.

Chung t6i van nédm tay nhau cho dén lic ho quing hai dtra xudng ho.

Sau ddy, t0i da cuoi ln cudi. Toi tao ra mdt bong bong khong khi & dudi déy ho. Céc ban 0 van dang doi ching ti ngoi Ién, nhung ndy — khi ban |
con trai than Poseidon, ban khong can phai voi.

Va chc chiin d6 1 nu hon dudi nude tuyét nhit moi thoi dai.
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Chwong 23: Chung toi noi loi gia twr
Trai hé kéo dai hon vao mia hé ndim do. Trai kéo dai thém hai tuin, ngay sét ngity khai gidng néim hoc msi, v toi phai thira nhan réng 6 chinh  hai
tuan tuyét voi nhat trong cude doi toi.
Di nhién, Annabeth s& giét o1 mit néu toi bao qhéng co diéu gi khéac biét, nhung ding 14 c6 nhirng thir khic that tuyét dang dién ra. Grover da tiép quan
cdc thin rimg tim kiém va da goi ho di khap the giéi dé tim kiém cc con lai chura duoc thira nhén. Cho dén lic nay, cac vi than van gitt 1i hra ctia ho.
Céc 4 than moi dang xuat hién ¢ khap moi noi— khong chi @ My, ma con ¢ nhicu quoc gia khéc nita.

“Bon t6 khé c6 thé tiép tuc,” Grover thira nhan vao mdt budi chiéu khi ching t6i dang nghi ngoi & hd xudng, “Bon t6 s& can c6 mdt ngén sach du lich Ion
hon, va t& ¢6 the stir dung thém mot tram than rirng nita.”

“Um, nhung céc thin ring cau co dang lam viéc cuc ky khic nghiét,” t61 noi. “Té nghi ho sg cau déiy.”

Grover do mit. “Didu d6 that 16 bich. Té khong dang so

“Cau i Chiia t& Thién nhién n, anh ban. Nguoi duoc hra chon duy nht cua thin Pan. Mot thanh vién cia Hoi dong..”

“Ngimng lai!” Grover khéng nghi. “Cau ciing xAu nhu Juniper vay. Té nghil 6 Ay mudn t& ra tranh ctr tong thong vao nhiém ky sip t6i day.”

Céu y nhim nhap mot hop thiéc khi ching toi nhin chiim chd vao mdt day nha moi dang thi cong ¢ phia bén kia hd. Hinh dang chit U s& nhanh chéng trg
thanh mdt hinh chir nhat hoan chinh, va cac 4 than nhan nhi€ém vu méi véi sy thich thi,

Nico ¢6 mdt vai ngudi chét xdy dung nha than Hades. Dt hién tai, nha chi c6 minh c4u ta nhung né trong s& rt tuyét — cac birc twong bang tinh thé nii
lira réin chic voi mot cai dau liu ¢ phia trén canh cira ra vao, cing nhitng ngon dudc ¢6 ngon lira xanh luc uon chay sudt hai muroi tw iy mdt ngay. Ké
bén d6 1a nha ctia niY thin Iris, nir thin Nemesis, nit thin Hecate, va mdt vai vi thin khac ma toi khong nhan ra. Ho van thém vao cac nha méi vao ban
V& cong trinh mdi ngdy. Viée d6 dién ra khé tot dén ndi Annabeth va bac Chiron dang ndi vé chuyén thém vao mdt canh nha hoan toan moi dé ¢ du chd
cho tt ca céc than.

Nha thin Hermes gio da bot chat chdi hin, vi phﬁn 16n céc & thin chua duoc thira nhan da nhan dugc cac diu hiéu cong nhan tir cha me than thanh cta
ho, gids viéc d6 xay ra hau nhrr mdi dém. Va mbi dém s& c6 thém nhiéu cAc 4 than khéc, theo huéng dan clia céc than rimg, virot qua vanh dai bao vé dé
vao trai, thurong thi cting voi mot vai quai vat kinh tom dang dudi theo phia sau ho, nhung phan 16n s6 ho déu thoat chét.

“Moi viée s& khac han vao mia hé ndm t6i,” ti dodn. “Béc Chiron cho ring quan sb cla trai s& tang gp doi ddy.”

“Um” Grover dong y. “Nhung n6 van s& & cing mdt noi nhu cii.”

Céu 4y thé phao nhe nhdm

T6i nhin khi Tyson d4n dau mot nhém xdy dung ngudi Cyclops. Ho dang nhéc bdng cac tang d4 1on va xép ching theo ding thiét ké ctia nha nit thin

Hecate, va t0i biét cong viée d6 doi hoi phai vo ciing khéo 1éo. Mbi tang da déu khic chir im bia chi. Néu I tay dénh roi, vién da d6 s& nd tungién tat
ca moi nguoi trong vong béan kinh nira dam thanh cay xanh. T6i doan khdng ai thich di€u d6 ngoai trir Grover.
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“T6 s& di rét nhidu,” Grover canh bao, “xen k& giita viéc bao vé thién nhién va tim kiém cac con lai. T& ¢ thé s& khong con duoc gip cau nhidu nia.”
“Diéu do s& ching thay di bt cir didu g, t6i n6i. “Cau van 1 ngudi ban than nhit cia t6.”

Céu Ay cudi toe toét. “Sau mbi Annabeth.”

“Picu d6 khéc.”

“Um” cau dy ddng y. “Ding 1a khéc that.”

Vo cudi chiéu, khi t6i dang di dao Iin cudi trong ngy doc bii bién thi mdt giong ndi quen thudc vang Ién, “Mot ngay dep troi cho viée cau ca.”

Cha t6i, thin Poseidon, dimg trong nurée blen ngip. dén dau gdi. Ong mic kiéu quan so6c lu'ng quen thudc, mil ludi trai bac son, va 4o so mi Tommy
Bahama méau hong pha xanh 1 cay. Ong cam loai can cau chuyén cau c lon. Mbi lin ong hit ddy cau, dy ving xa bang nira chiéu dai Long Island
Sound.

“Chao cha,” t6i noi. “Chuyén gi da mang cha dén day?”

Ong nhay mt. “S& khong bao gid thit sur c6 durge mdt cude nbi chuyén riéng t khi ¢ trén dinh Olympus. Cha mudn cam on con.”

“Camon con? Cha 1 ngudi dén giai ctru co ma.”

“Dring thé, va cung dién cua ta lic do dang bi pha huy, nhung con biét ddy — cac cung dién co thé dugc tai xdy dung lai. Cha da nhan duoc kha nhiéu

buu thlep camon tir cac vi thin khéc ddy. Ca Ares cling giri mdt cdi, mic dau cha chic 1a chi Hera da ép hén ta lim thé. Diéu d6 khién cha cam thiy
kha phankh(n. Vi thé cam on con. Ta cho 1 céc than thim chi ¢6 thé hoc dwoc mdt vai manh 161 moi.”

Long Island Sound bit du soi lén. O chd ludi céu cla cha t6i ¢6 con rén bién xanh luc khong 10 trdi 1én khoi mit e, N6 gidy giva va chéng ey,
nhung than Poseidon chi thd dai. Mot tay cAm can cau, tay kia ong rit nhanh con dao ra va cit soi ddy cude. Con quéi vat chim xubng bén dudi mit dai

duong,
“Khong phéi loai an durgc,” ong than phién. “Ta phai tha nhitng con bé di néu khong nhiing ngudi giam sat trd choi s& cho ta di doi nha mma.”
“Con dy ma bé u?”

Ong curdi toe toét. “Di sao thi con dang m rat tt voi nhitng ngdi nha méi ddy. Ta cho diéu d6 c6 nghiia i ta ¢6 thé thira nhdn tit ca nhimg ngudi con
trai va con gai khic cuia ta va giri dén cho con mdt vai anh chi em vao hé namtéi.”

“Haha.”
Thén Poseidon cudn ddy cau tréng lai.
Toi chuyén chéan. “Um, cha dang néi dia, ding khong a?”

Thén Poseidon tang cho 161 cai nhdy it ddy an y, va t6i khong hiéu liéu 6ng dang nghiém tic hay khong, “Ta s& sém gip lai con, Percy. Va nhd — phai
bi€t con ca nao du lon dé danh bat, nhé?”

Vi cau ni do 6ng bién miét trong kin ié bién, dé lai mdt chiéc can cau dang nim trén béi ct.

T6i hom do 1 budi ti cudi cing & trai — nghi 18 chuSi hat. Nam nay, nha thin Hephaestus duoc giao thiét ké kiéu hat dc trung cho nam. Ho khic Toa
nha Enpire State va céc chir Hy Lap nho xiu quan quanh toa nh. Hang chir 4y 1 tén cua tht ca céc anh hing da hy sinh khi béo vé dinh Olympus. C6
qué nhicu tén, nhung t6i tir hao khi duoc mang hat d6. Toi xau n6 vao vong deo ¢ clia trai— gi0 101 da c6 bon hat. T6i cam gidc minh nhw mdt nguoiky
cyu. Toi nghi vé budi Ira trai dau tién ma t6i tham dy, quay trd lai thoi diém 61 duoc murdi hai tudi, va toi cam giac nhur duge ¢ nha. It nhét cho dén gio
cam giac Ay van khong thay doi.

“Chig ta s& khong bao giv quén dugc mia hé nay!” béc Chiron n6i véi chimg t0i. Bac 4y da binh phyc khd nhanh, nhung van di dén trude dong lira véi
mot chian khap khieng, “Chiing ta da kham pha ra sy diing cam, tinh ban va long gan da trong miia hé nay. Ching ta hily tan thirdng nhitng 4 than da lam
rang danh trai ching ta.”

Bic nhin t6i mim cudi va moi ngudi ho reo hudng tmg. Khi 0 nhin vao ngon lira, t0i nhin thay mdt ¢6 @i nho trong chiéc do dam miu néu dang trong
nomngon lirahdy mét voi toi. D61 mt ¢6 bé c6 mau do ryc day amap. Khong ai ngoai t6i chiy dén c6 bé d6, nhung t6i nhan ra ¢4 thé nir thén thich
lam dieu do.

“Va gi0,” bac Chiron noi, “haly di ngn sémnhé! Moi nguoi phai don sach nha trude trua mai trir khi cac chau da sap xép & lai trai v6i ching ta. ‘Céc nix
than minh ngurdi canh chim lam nhiém va don vé sinh s& &n bat cir nguoi la ndo, va ta ghét phai két thiic miia hé voi mdt ghi chép c6 miii chua day nhé!”
Sang hém sau, Annabeth va t6i dimg trén dinh Ddi Con Lai. Ching t6i nhin nhing chiéc xe buyt va xe chd khéch ni dudi nhau r6i di, mang theo phin
16n céc trai vién quay ve lai vdi the gioi thit. Vai trai vién ky cuu s€ ¢ lai cliing s0 1t trai vién mdi, nhung t6i dang quay ve trudng Trung hoc Goode cho



nidm hoc thir hai ciia t0i — day 1 Jin dau tién trong cude doi toi, t6i tru duoc hai ndm & cling mit truong,

“Tam biét,” Rachel chao ching t6i khi ¢6 4y deo ‘i xach Ién vai. C6 4y trong khd lo Bing, nhung ¢6 Ay dang thue hién 101 hira v6i cha minh va theo hoc &
Hoc vién Clarion & New Hampshire. Phai chd dén he sau, ching t6i mdi duoc gap lai Oracle mbi ctia ching toi.

“Cau s& lam tdt thoi.” Annabeth 6m chim ly c6 dy. Budn cudi 13, ¢d 4y dudng nhir ngiy cang tré nén than thiét voi Rachel trong nhig ngiy ndy.

Rachel céin mbi. “T& hy vong ciu ni diing. Té hoi lo mt chitt. Chuyén gi xdy ra néu ai d6 héi bai kiém tra toan sap ti s& B gi va t6 bat du tudn ra mdt
101 tién tri & ngay gitta 16p hinh hoc thi sao? Pinh ly Pitago s€ 1a bai s0 hai... Thanh than oi, thé thi nguong chét mat.”

Annabeth cudi 16n, va t6i cam thiy nhe nhdm khi Rachel ciing curoi theo.

“Pugc 16i,” 0 Ay n6i, “hai cau phai 0t v6i nhau ddy.”” Poén xem, nhung ¢6 Ay da nhin toi nhur the 10 | mdt kicu ngwoi chuyén gy réc rbi dy. Trude khi
t61 kip phan doi, Rachel chiic hai ching t6i strc khoe va chay xuong doi dé don xe.

Vé phén Annabeth, ta on cac nit thin, s& & lai New York. Co éiy duoc phép cha me theo hoc mdt trudng ndi tri trong thanh phé dé co ?iy c6 thé & gﬁn
dinh Olympus va giam sat cac qua trinh tai xdy dung,

“Va nira?” to1 hoi.

“0, ¢6 ai d6 cho rang minh cyc ky quan trong thé khong biét.” Nhung ¢6 Ay 1dng cc ngon tay vao tay toi. Toi nhd nhitng gi ¢6 Ay da n6i voi toi & New
York, v¢ viéc xay dung thir gi d6 vinh ciru, va t6i nghi — ¢6 & — ching t6i dang c6 nhitng budc khai dau tot dep.

Con rong bao vé trai, Peleus, thodi méi cuén minh quanh gdc cay thong bén dudi B 1ong Ciru Vang va bt dau ngay, phun ra hoi nudc véi mbi ln tho.
“Cau dang suy nghil vé 10i tién tri ctia Rachel sa0?” t6i hoi Annabeth.

C6 4y cau may. “Sao cau biét?”

“Vi t6 hiéu cau.”

C6 4y huych vao vai t6i. “Puoc 10, t¢ dang nghil. Bay con lai s& d4p lai 1o hiéu triéu. T6 tir hoi d6 1 nhimg ai nhi. Chiing ta s& ¢6 thém kha nhiéu khuon
mat moi vao hé nam toi.”

“Diing thé,” t6i dong ¥. “Va nhitng diéu vé thé gi6i dang sup db trong con gidng bio hodc lira.”

C0 dy biumdi. “Va céc ké thit & Cénh cira Cai chét. To khong biét, Percy, nhung t6 khong thich diéu d6. To nghi.. trm, ¢6 1§ ching ta ¢ duoc mot it
yén On vi sy thay d6i chur.”

“Néu yén 6n thi khong phai Trai Con Lai rdi.”
“Té doan cu ndi dung... hodc ¢6 thé 10i tién tri d6 s& khong xay ra trong nhiéu ndm t6i.”
“C6 I8 d6 I van dé danh cho thé hé 4 than khac,” t6i dong ¥. “Rdi ching ta ¢6 thé quay trd lai va ciing tham gia cho vui.”

C6 4y gat dau, mic diu duong nhur van chura hét lo. Toi khong tréch c6 Ay, nhung that khé dé camnhan didu gi d6 qua budn chén vao mdt ngiy dep
troi, voi co dy ¢ bén canh toi. Toi bict rang minh thit sy khong phai ndi 101 tam biét. Chiing ti c6 rat nhiu thoi gian.

“Chay thi xu6ng duong khong?”” t6i noi.

“Cau thua chiic 61 C6 Ay phong nhanh DOi Con Lai va toi vit chan én ¢ chay theo sau c6 Ay.
Lén déu tién trong doi, t6i da khong ngoai dau nhin lai.
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