Gio6i thiéu Ty Thu Ciia Mt Tin P6 Shopping

Truyén Ty Thi Ctia Mot Tin D6 Shopping, timg thuyét phyc ban thin mua hang giam gia mdt duoc hai ciing 1 cach kiém tién cudn sach hép dan nay
chinh Ia cta ban.

Cb say mé mua sam tat ca mon n ngon, quan 4o dep, do trang sirc, trang diém, va tham chi hét thay nhitng vt dung dé thurong. C6 yéu hang hiéu, thich
tap chi thoi trang, va me ca nhiing hang giam gia, nhimg diém thudng tich luy nira. Mot cude song thét sanh diéu cho minh va tat ca bé ban va nguoi than.
Rebecca chi mo ude cd the thoi.

Nhung lim sao déy, cong viée chan ngit & toa soan Successful Saving khong gitip ¢6 dui chi tra, dii bt ky khoan ndo trong s6 do.

Ban dang doc truyén Ty Thii Ciia Mot Tin D6 Shopping dwoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 1

OK. PUNG HOANG HOT. Bimg hoang hét. Chi 1 hoa don thanh toan thé VISA thoi ma. Chi a mdt méu gidy voi vai con s6. Y 6i 14, chi méy con s6
thi c6 gi dang so nao?

T6i nhin dm dm qua ngoai cira s phong km viée noi mjt chic xe buyt dang hudng xubng phd Oxford, quyét tam ép minh md chiéc phong bi miu
trang dang yén vi trén mit ban bura bon. Chi la mdt mau giay thoi ma, t6i tur ndi véi chinh minh 1an thir mdt nghin. Va t6i cling chang phai ngu dot gi, phai
the khong? Toi bict chinh xac hoa don thanh toan VISA nay nhi¢u dén mirc ndo.

Kiéu thé. Dai khéi thé.

Chéc chi khoang... £200. Hay £300, ciing c6 thé Eim. Phai, chic hin I ba trdm. Ba trim ruéi B cling,

Toi nhéim it ai va bét du nhm tioh. C6 b vest mua & Jigsaw ndy. C6 bia t6i v6i Suze & Quaglinos nay. Con c6 ca tm tham mau d6 vang tuyét dep
ay nita. Tam tham d6 £200, néu nghii dén gia cta nd. Nhung né 10 rang I3 dang gia dén tirng xu — ai cling phai ngudng md. Hay it ra [a c6 Suze nhur the.
Va bo vest & Jigsaw lic d6 dang giam gia — nhitng 30% Lién. Ma nhur thé thi 1o rang 1 tiét kiém tién bac.

Toi md mit ra, voi Ky tim phong bi. Ngay khi cham vao tos giy, t0i chot nhé dén doi kinh ap trong m6i. Chin muoi im béng. Kha dat. Nhung, y t0i 1,
t61 phai mua nd ma, phai thé khdng? Toi lam gi khac duge ndo, di lai véi d6i mat mod tit hay sao?

Va t6i con mua mily lo nure rira kinh moi, thémmot chiée hop dymg kinh d& thurong va vai i bit ke mat loai it gy dj tmg nita. Viy tong cong da n
t1.. bon tram?

O ban canh t6i, Clare Edwards dang xem xét chd thur tin ctia ¢6 nang. C6 nang sip xep tat ca thu tir thanh ting chong ngan ndp nhur van im mdi sang.
R&i ¢6 ta ding mdt soi chun budc lai, dan Ién nhimg nhéin ghi céc cau nhur “Tra 1i khén cip” hay “Khong khin cdp nhung can tra 107", Toi ghét cay ghét
déng Clare Edwards.

“Céu 6n déy chir, Becky” ¢6 nang noi.

“On,” t6i khé& noi. “Chi dang doc thur thoi ma”

Toi vui vé cho tay vao phong bi, nhung nhiing ngon tay khong rit t hoa don ra ngay. Ching ctr gir chét Iy to gidy khi tAm tri t6i — van nhu hang thang
thoi — dang bi mot gidc mo tham kin tom Hy.

Ban ¢6 mudn biét giéc mo thémkln cua toi khéng? N6 duoc dua trén mot cau qhuyén ma modt An t6i doc trén The Daily‘World vé mOt vu nhAm An &
ngin hang. Toi thich cau chuyén ay t6i mirc da cat bai bao d6 dan Ién ctra ti quan do. Hai hoa don the tin dung bi giri nhAm ngudi, va — khi nhin né —
moi nguoi da thanh toan theo tam hoa don kia ma khong hay bict. Ho tra tién cho hoa don ctia nhau ma tham chi khong thém kiém tra lai.

K& tir khi doc duge cau chuyén ndy, mo ude thim kin ciia t0i ] mot chuyén twong tur s& xdy ra voi ti. Y t0i 1, ti biét chuyén d6 khong hira hen méy —
nhung néund da xay ra mot lan, nd cod ,thé lap lai chir, phai khong nao? Mot ba Ao 1am cam & Cornwall s& nhan dugc cai hoa don khong 16 cua t6i va
tr tién ma thAm chi khong thém nhin Qén no Cc‘)t} t01 s€ nhan du’qc‘céi hda don thhanh toan cho ba hdp thirc an cho meo véi gid 59 xu mdt hop cua ba.
Va, dinhién 13, t6i s€ trd ma khong thac miic gi hét. Cho n6 cong bang, du sao di nita.

Toi kh& mim curoi khi dang cham chém nhin ra bén ngoai cira s0. Toi tin chic rang thang ndy chuyén d6 s& xay ra — gidc mo thim kin cta toi sap thanh.

hién thyre. Nhung cubi cing khi toi it to hda don ra khoi phong bi— phat cau boi cai nhin chong choc to mod cta Clare — ny cudi cuia t6i ngdp ngimg 10
bién mét ban. Mot thir gi @6 nong riy nghet & ¢b hong toi. Toi nghi 6 & d6 1 sy hoang hdt.
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To giy den kit nhirg dong dénh méy. Mot loat nhimg c4i tén quen thudc 6 at w6t qua mat t0i nhur trong mdt khu mua sam mini. Toi ¢6 bét ly ching,
nhung ching hrét di qua nhanh. Socdla Thorntons, t6i thoang nhin thay. S6cola Thorntons u? Toi lam cai qudi gl ¢ clra hang S6c6la Thorntons nhi? Toi
dang phai an kiéng co ma. Cai hoa don nay khong thé 1a chinh xac duge. P khong thé 1a toi. Toi khong the tiéu tirng nay tién dugc.

Dimg hoéng hét! Toi hét Ién trong du. Thiét yéu | khong dugc hodng hét. Phéi doc timg thir mdt cach cham ri. Toi hit mdt hoi thét sdu, ép minh phai
tap trung binh tinh, rdi bt dAu tir dong dAu tién.

WHSmith (cha, c4i ndy OK. Ai ching can vin phong phim)

Boots (nhur trén)

Specsavers (thiéu yéu)

Oddbins (mdt chai rurou vang — thiét yéu)

Our Price (Our Price? A phai roi. Album méi ctia Charlatans. Trdi oi, t6i cin ¢ né mé, ding thé chir?)
Bella Pasta (an tdi vi Caitlin)

Oddbins (rurou vang — thiét yéu)

Esso (xing dau thi khong tinh)

Quaglino’s (dit d6 - nhung mdt lan duy nhit trong doi rdi thoi)

Pret & Manger (lic d6 t6i dang thiéu tién mit)

Oddbins (mdt chai rou vang — thiét yéu)

Rugs to Riches (g ddy? A phai. Cai tham ngd ngén do.)

La Senza (46 16t khéu goi dé hen ho voi James)

Agent Provocateur (d6 16t con khéu goi hon dé hen ho voi James. Lam nhur t6i can y)
Body Shop (loai ban chai im murot da ma t6i nhét thiét phai ding)

Next (chiéc 40 so' mi tring nhat nh&o — nhung I hang dang giam gi4)

Miillets...

Toi ding ¢ dong nay. Millets u? Toi chura bao gio dén Millets. Toi am cai quai g 6 Millets duoc co chir? Toi hoang mang nhin chim chim vio ban keé,
vira nhiu may, vira ¢ ging suy nghi — va roi dot nhién, syr tht trd nén 16 rang, Hién nhién rdi. C6 ai 6 da sir dung thé cua toi.

Oi chiia oi. Toi, Rebecca Bloomwwood, 1 nan nhan ctia mit t0i 4c.

Gid thi moi chuyén rd rang ca roi. Mot tén t6i phamnao d6 da an cép thé va gia mao chix ky cia t6i. Ai ma biét duoc ching con ding nd & nhimg dau
nita co chir? Thao nao ban ké cuia t6i day déc toan chit [a chir. C6 ké nao do da di khap London phe phon tiéu xai bang thé cta t6i— va ching nghi
ching cur the ma bien di duge co day.

Nhung chiing Am thé ndo durgc nhi? Toi quo vao tii tim chiée vi rdi mé n6 ra — thé VISA ddy rdi, n6 trd méit ngwde én nhin t6i. Toi riit no ra, va heot
ngdn tay trén bé mat bong loang. Chac han da ¢ ké nao dé lay cap no tir vi ti, st dung — va r6i nhét tra lai. Vay chac han la ai d6 ma t6i biet. Oi Chia
ol Ai?

Toi ngd vire nhin quanh phong. Dui ¢6 14 ai di nita, cling ching hay hom gi dau. Str dung thé ciia minh & Millets! Thét tirc cudi. Cir nhu thé minh da
shopping ¢ do6 ay.

“T6i1 thdm chi con chura bao gio toi Millets!”” Toi ndi to.

“Cau t6i r6i ma,” Clare ndi.

“Céi gi co?” T6i quay vé hudng c6 ning, “Pau, 6 chura timg.”

“Cau da mua qua chia tay cho Michael & d6 ma, dung khong?”

To6i cam tlﬁy nu cudi ctia minh bién mét. Oi, khdn nan. Phai rdi. Céi 4o khodc ¢6 mil miu xanh cho Michael. Céi 40 mau xanh khén kiép mua & Millets.

Liic Michael, pho tong bién tap ctia ching t6i roi di ba tuan trurde, t6i da xung phong di mua qua cho 6ng. Toi mang chiéc phong bi ndu day xu va tién



gidy toi cira hang va mua mot chiée 4o khoac day co mii trim dau (hiéu cho 61, ong dy I kiéu ngudi dy ddy). Va vao phit cudi, gio thi ti nhd ra rdi, i
da quyet dinh tra bang thé tin dung va gitt cho tién miét thuan tién ay cho minh.

Toi con nh6 16 rang minh da ly ra bdn t& nim bang, cn than nhét ching vao A 10i xép lai chd xu I vao bao dung xu rdi d chd tién thira vao day tii
xach. Oi phai rdi, ti nh¢r da nghi thé mi. Lam vy t6i khong phai ra mAy it tién nira. Toi ctr nghil sdu muroi bang ciing dii cho minh tiéu trong méy tuan.

Vay chuyén gi da xay ra thé nhi? Toi khong thé tiéu tdi sau muroi bang ma khong hé hay biét, phai thé khong?

“Ma sao ciu lai hoi viy?” Clare hoi, nhodi nguwoi ra trude. Toi ¢6 thé thiy doi méit nho xiu nhur chiu tia X — quang ctia ¢ ta séng hép héy dang sau cap
kinh. C6 ta thira bict t6i dang xem hda don thé VISA ma. “C6 gi dau,” t6i ndi, mau le chuyén qua trang thir hai ctia ban ké.

Nhung roi t6i dung lai. Thay vi lam nhu moi khi — nhin vao mirc chi tra bt budc t6i thiéu ma k dicon s6 tong cudi — toi nhan thiy minh dang nhin cham
chim vao con s cudi ciing, Chin trim bén muroi chin bang, sau muoi ba xu. RS rang mire den gidy tring,

Trong vong ba muroi gidy, t6i treo may hoan toan. Sau do, van khong thay d6i nét mt, t0i cho hoa don vao lai phong bi. Thue tinh t6i cam thiy nhur thé
to gidy kia cha lién quan gi t6i minh. C6 khi, néu t6i bat can dé roi né xubng san nha, dang sau may tinh, nd s& bién mét luon ciing nén. May ¢ lao cong
s& quét di va t6i s& tur cho 1 minh chura bao gior nhan durge n6. Nguoi ta khong thé bét t6i toi chi vi mot tim hoa don t6i khong hé nhan duoc, phai
khong nao?

Toi d kip soan trong dau mdt I thur roi dy. “Ngai Giam dbc Diéu hang hing VISA kinh mén. Bue thur clia ngai khién t6i king ting qua. Chinh xéc
ngai dang ndi toi tam hoa don nao vay? Toi chura hé nhin duge bat cir hda don nao tir phia cong ty ngai. Toi khong quan tim may dén giong diéu clia
ngai dau, va ciing xin canh bao ngai biet, toi s€ vict chuyén nay giri lén Anne Robinson churong trinh Watchdog.”

Hoc t6i luon c6 thé ra mrdc ngoai &.

“Becky?” T6i nging dau Ién va thdy Clare dang cdm ban danh sch tin tirc trong thang, “Cau da viét bai vé bon Lloyds chira thé?”

“Sap sdp,” t61 n6i dbi. RHi vi ¢ ta cir nhin t6i sudt, toi danh ép minh tap trung vao bai viét trén min hinh méy tinh, chi dé cho ¢6 ta thiy t6i da sin sang.
“Loai tai khodn i sut cao v6i 60 ngiy sir dung cung cAp mitc thang i sut dau tur Ién t6i hon 2.000 béng,” ti g kén min hinh, sao chép théng tir mot
ban thong cdo bao chi ngay trude mit. “Nhimg nguoi muodn tiét kiém dai han chéc han cling s& quan tam dén mot dang 1ai bac thang moi chi can mire t6i
thieu Ia 5.000 bang.”

Toi g5 lién mdt hoi moi dimg lai, nhip mdt ngum ca phé, 16i chuyén sang trang thir hai ctia ban thong céo.

Tién the xin 6, ddy B cong viée 10i dang im. Toi |a phéng vién cho mdt tap chi tai chinh. Toi duoc tra krong dé chi cho moi nguoi biét cach quan 1y
dong tién ctia ho.

L& dinhién, lam mot phong vién tai chinh khong phai nghé nghiép i hang mong mudn. Khéngai viet vé quan ly tai chinh c4 nhén thye sur mudn Am viée
d6 ca. Bon ho néi voi ban ring ho “rat khoai” tai chinh c4 nhan. Ho n01 déi déy. The te laho khong tim ndi cong viée viét lach vé bat cir thir gi hay ho

hor} Thuc té B ho da ndp don xin vi€c & The Times, The Express, 1di Marie — Clare, rdi Vogue, 161 GQ, va tAt ca nhitng gi ho nhan dugce chi la “Tir
chor”.

Thé 14 ho bét dau ndp don vao Metalword Monthly 11 Chessermakers Gazette rdi What Investment Plan? Rdi ho duoc nhan va trd thanh nguoi tro Iy
bién tap i t& nhat, c6 thé khong duoc nhan dong hrong ndo mé van phai biét on. Roi ké tir d6, ho bét dau viét vé kim loai, vé pho mét hay cac khoan
tiét kiém— boi do 1 tt ca nhimg gi ho biét. Ban than t6i thi bit dAu v6i t6 tap chi co cai tén rat kéu Nguyét san Dau tu C4 nhan. Toi hoc duoc cach sao
chép céc ban thong céo bao chi, git gl trong cac budi hop béo va dit nhimg cau hoi nhu thé t6i biét minh dang n6i gi. Sau mdt ndm rudi— tin hay khong
thi try — t0i tré thanh ké san tin cho to Successful Saving.

Tét nhién, t6i van ching biét gi vé tai chinh. Dam nguoi chd cho xe buyt kia con hiéu 16 tai chinh hon t6i. Toi am viée ndy duge ba nam i, va van dang
cho ¢ nguoi vach tran toi.

Chiéu hom d6, tong bién tap Philip goi im toi giat thot vi hoang so.

“Rebecca?”” ong goi. “Noi chuyén mdt chit.” Roi ong ta vy tay ra hiéu toi t6i ban ong. Giong dng dot nhién tram hon, gAn nhur bi &n, va ong mim cudi
voi t61, nhur theé 6ng chuan bi mang dén cho t61 mot tin tot lanh vay.

Théing chirc, t6i nghi. Chéic I thé rdi. Chidc dng da doc bai t0i viét vé chimg khoan von qudc té tudn trude (trong d6 t0i da vi viée sén tim sy ting trudng
dai han voi viée san tim mot doi dép tong tuyét dep) va bi danh guc boi sur thi vi ctia cach vict. Ong nhén thay lwong t6i thap hon Clare thi bat cong qua,
nén sap sua tang rong cho t6i ngang voi co ta. Ma thdm chi con hon ay chir. Va dng phdi kin dao thong bao cho t6i dé Clare khdi ghen ti.

Nu cuoi hon ho trén mit, t0i démg ddy, bude miy bud 6 bén ban dng. Toi b giit binh it nhung trong dau da kip du tinh s& mua gi véi khodn luong
vira tang. Toi s€ mua 4o khodc Iong ¢ Whistle. Vai doi boots cao got miu den ¢ Pied a Terre. C6 khi t6i s€ di nghi nita. Roi t6i s thanh toan cai hoa
don VISA dang nguyén rta 6 mot lan cho xong.

Toi cam thiy vo cting phan khoi voi syru dén bu ndy. Toi da biét moi chuyén s& dau vao do ma...

“Rebecca nay.” Ong ddy mot tam thiép cho t6i. “Toi khong dén dur budi hop bao ndy duroc,” 6ng ndi. “Nhung chéc ciing kha hay ddy. C6 di nhé? T6



chirc tai héing Truyén théng Brandon.”

Toi cam théy bo dang phén khoi vira roi roi tudt khoi méit nhu mdt miéng thach. Ong ta khong théing chirc cho toi. Toi khong dugc ting hrong Toi thiy
nhur bi phan bi vay. Tai sao Ong ta lai curdi voi t6i nhu the chir? Ong phai biet da lam toi hi vong dén nhurong nao.

“C6 chuyén gi khong?” Philip héi.

“Khong a,” t6i Ii nhi. Nhung t0i khong tai néo bat minh cuoi ndi. Trude mit 01, 4o choang 1ong thi m6i va bdt cao got dang bién di vao hur vo, et nhur
trong phim Phi Thity Mién Tay vay. Khong thang chirc. Chi la mbt cudc hop bao vé... Toi lat tam thiép. V€ mot cong ty uy thac dau tr moi. Sao co
nguoi lai c6 the coi thir ny Ia thu vi duge co chia?
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Chuong 2

CO MOT THU ma t6i nhét thiét phai mua trén duong di dén cude hop bao, d6 1 to Financial Times. To FT 1 thtr phu ting tdt nhit ma mot c6 gi nén
¢0. Cac loi ich chinh Ia:

1. Mau sic bt mét cta no.
2. Chi tdn tAm muroi m xu.

3. Néu ban di vao phong v6i to FT trong tay, moi nguoi s& coi trong ban. Voi to FT kep dudinach, ban co thé n6i du thir chuyén phit phiém nhét trén
doi, ma nguoi ta s€ chang nghi ban do hoi, tréi lai, ho s€ nghii ban siéu thong minh va ¢ nhitng s¢ thich thit khoang dat.

Trong budi phong van dé xin vao 1m cho t& Successful Saving, t6i di vao v6i may t& Financial Times, Investor’s Chronicle — toi chéng bi hoi vé tai chinh
mot tinao. Theo t6i nhd thi, ching t6i danh ca budi phong van chi dé ndi vé nhitng khu biét thyr nghi mat va tan phét vé cac bién tap vién khac.

Vi thé nén toi dung ¢ sap béo, mua mot t& FT. C6 mot céi tit to ding vé Rutland Bank & dAu trang va t6i nghii ¢6 18 minh nén doc hr6t qua mot chit.
Ciing luc d9, t6i thay bong minh trén ctra sO cira hang Denny and George.

T6i nghi minh tr6ng ciing khong dén ndi t&. Toi méc mdt chiée vay den ciia French Connection, mjt 4o phong tron miu tréng ctia Knickerbox, mt 4o
len 16ng tho dan tay cia M&S ma nhin qua c6 thé ngd 1A cia Agnés b. Va ca mit doi guoe miii vudng ctia Hobbs. Tuyét hon nita, niic di t0i nghi s
ching c6 ai thdy duogc 1 bd do trong — t6i dang niic mot chiée quin 16t chén gbi moi cure dep, trén 1 chiée o ngure théu hoa hdng vang. Ching mdi
phin tuyét nhét trong toan bd trang phuc cta toi. That s thi, t6i wéc gi minh c6 thé coi hét ra cho ca thién ha cing chiém ngudng ching,

D6 1a mot trong nhitng théi quen cua 61, liét ké toan bd quan 40 mi minh dang miic, cir nhur thé cho mdt trang tap chi thi trang. Toi lam thé tir lAu rdi —
tir khi con doc Just Seventeen. Trong mdi ky, ho lai chop mot cO gai trén duodng, chup anh rf)i liét ké tat ca trang phyc ctia ¢0 ta. “Ao phong Chelsea
Gril, Quan bo: Top Shop, Giay: muron ban.” Toi thuong ngau nghién doc nhimg danh sach 4y, va dén gio thi, néu t01 mua mot thir gl tir ctira hang ma
ching xin miy, t6i s& cit méc di. Dé néu c6 ai d6 dimg t6i lai & trén dudng, 16 c6 thé gia vor i minh khong biét xuit xi ctia ching ¢ dau ra.

Du sao thi tdi dang & ddy, v6i mdt o FT kep néch, nghi réng minh trong khd 6n va thim ude gia nhur ¢6 ai d tir to Just Seventeen xudt hién voi mdy anh
— do6t nhién mt t01 nhin vao ch6 khac va tim t6i nhwr ngirmg dép. Trén ctra s6 ctia Denny and George la mot tam bien kha dé dét. Bién mau luc tham voi
hang chit mau kem dé: GIAM GIA.

T6i nhin chim cham vao 16 va da t6i nhur bi kim chAm Khong thé nhur thé duoc, Denny and George khong t thé giam gid. Chéing bao gio ho giam gi.
Nhitng chiéc khan quang c6 va khin choang ctia ho that dang thém mudn. Ho tham chi c6 thé ting gia Ién gap doi Tét ca nhitng ai toi biét trén thé gian
nay déu khao khat c6 mdt chiéc khan quang cta Denny and George. (T4t nhién trir bd me toi. Me t6i nghi ring néu ban khong thé mua mot thir gi 46 &
Bentalls of Kingston, thi tirc i ban chéng can dén n6)

T6i nudt murde miéng, tién 1én vai budc, va ddy cira vao céi cira hang bé nho do. Canh cira két mot tiéng va ¢d gai toc vang xinh dep Bm viée & d6
ngude kén. Du khong biet tén nhung ti van luon thich ¢6. KHong giong nhu nhitng con bo céi kénh kiéu ¢ cac cira hing thdi trang khéc, ¢6 khong phien
néu ban dung day that 1au nhin chim cham vao nhiing bd trang phuc dat dé ma ban chang thé voi téi dugc. Dicu thuong xay ra 14, t61 dirg hang mra gio
dong ho chi dé nhin hau hau them khat nhitng chiéc khén quang ¢ Denny and George, sau d6 dén tiém tap hda, mua mot cai gi d6 khien minh khudy
khéa. Toi cd ca mot ngan ti day do thay thé cho do ctia Denny and George.

“Chao chi,” toi cit 1oi chao va ¢b giit binh finh. “Cira hang... cira hang dang c6 dot giam gid?”

“Vang.” Co gai toc vang mim cuol “Hoi la voi cira hang ching t61.”

Anh it t6i quét khéfp ciin phong, Toi 6 thé thiy hang dai nhimg chiéc khéin, c6 gin mot tim bia nhd mau xanh i cdy thim dé “giam gid 50%”. Nhung,
lua dinh hat, casdmere théu, tat ca déu cé dau dac bi¢t “Denny and George”. Ching & khap noi. Toi khong biet bat dau tir dau nita. T6i nghi minh dang


http://ebookfull.net

bi mdt con khing hoang,

“Toi nghif chi & thich c4i nay,” ¢d gai toc vang n6i, tay iy ra mot chiée khéin mau xanh ndu bong tir chdng khin trude mt.

Oi Chia oi, tat nhién rdi. Toi nho céi ndy. N6 lim béing nhung to, dé trén I6p vai xanh nhat dinh c4c hat 6ng anh. Khi nhin chiim chéim vao chiée khain, t0i
cam thy nhwr c6 mdt e dAy vo hinh Fing I& ddy 16i vé phia nd. Toi phéi cham vio nd. Toi phéi quang no. N6 la thir dep nhét ma i timg thiy. C6 gai
nhin méc gid. “Giam ttr 340 bang xudng chi con 120 bang.” C6 gai quang chiéc khan vao co t6i, va toi nhin vao guong.

Khong c6 gi dé noi. Toi phaico chiéc khan ndy. Toi phai c6 n6. N6 lam cho miét t6i to hon, nd 1m cho tdc tdi sang hon; n6 khién t6i gidng nhur mot
ngudi khac hian. Toi co thé quang nd v6i bd do nio ciing duroc. Moi ngudi s& goi t6i | C6 Gai Quang Khin Denny and George.

“To6i s& vO Iy né ngay néu t6i | chi.”” C6 gai mim cudi véi toi. “Chi con lai diing mbt chiée.”

V6 tinh, t6i gitt chat nd.

“T6i s& Iy n6,” t6i hon hén. “Toi s& iy no.”

Khi c6 dét n6 vao gidy 201, 101 Jy vi ciia minh, mo tim thé VISA hoan toan v6 thirc — nhung nhiing ngon tay chi cham vao da vi i trong tron. Toi dimg lai
bang hoang 10i luc loi tat ca céc ngin cla chiéc vi, tur hoi liéu minh ¢6 dé quén n6 & dau d6 véi mdt td bién lai hay fin véi mdt tim danh thiép nao do...
Va, diéng ngudi, 16i chot nhd ra. N6 ndm & trén ban minh.

Lamsao t0i ¢6 thé ngu ngde dén vy dugce chir? Lam sao minh ¢ thé quén VISA trén ban? Minh da nghi gi vay?

Co ga toc vang xinh dep dang dat chiéc khin quang duoc g6i ghém can than vao chiéc hop mau xanh thim ctia Denny and George. Miéng t6i kho
khong khoc hoang loan. Toi s€ lam gi day?

“Chi mudn thanh toan bing cach nd0?” C6 gai vui vé hoi.

Mit t6i ndng bimg va t6i nudt khé nhoc.

“T6L.. ti... vira nhG ra ring t6i @& quén thé tin dung & co quan,” ti Bip bp.

“0,” ¢ ta thdt Ién va dimng tay lai.

“Chj ¢6 thé giir n6 cho t6i khong?”” C6 nhin t6i v6i vé hoai nghi.

“Pén bao gio?”

“Ngy mai?” t6i lidu néi. Oi Chia oi. C6 dai méit ra. C6 ay khong hiéu 42

“Toi e Ia khong dugc,” c6 dap. “Ching t61 khong duoc gitt hang lai khong ban.”

“Chi dén chiéu t6i nay thoi vay”, t6i n6i nhanh. “Bao gior thi cira hang minh déng cira?”
“Sau gio”

Sau gio! Toi cam thdy vira nhe nhdm, vira hdi hop. Thir thach thoi ma, Rebecca. Minh s& dén cudi hop béo va vé sémnhét c6 thé, rdi bit taxi trd lai co
quan. Minh s€ lay thé VISA va néi voi Philip rang minh dé quén gidy to, roi dén déy, va mua chiéc khan.

“Chj ¢6 thé cho dén lic d6 khong?” t6i van nai. “Lam on? Lam on di ma?” C6 diu xudng,
“Thoi dugc. Toi s& gidu nd & quiy thu ngan.”

“cam on chi” t61 hon hén. N6i rdi t6i lao voi ra khoi cira hang, hudng thing dén congty Truyén thong Brandon. Cau cho cudc hop béo ngin thoi, t6i ciu
nguyén. Dimg ¢6 qua nhidu cau hoi ma. Xin Chia, im on cho con mua duoc chiée khéin do.

Khi den duogc hang Truyen thong Brandon, t6i thdy thr giéin doi chit. Minh con ca ba tiéng nita co ma. Va chiée khin thi duoc gidu an toan & quiy thu
ngan roi. khong ai ¢6 thé cudp né khoi tay minh duroc.

C6 mdt tim bicn trong phong nghi ghi réng cude hop béo Co Hoi Cye Ky Co mot khong hai s& dién ra & phong suite Artemis. Va, mdt ngudi dan ong
van dong phuc dang chi dan cho moi nguoi ¢ hanh lang. Bicu nay c6 nghia 1a cude hop bao han phai kha 1on. Tat nhién khong phai 1 cuge-hop-bao-lon-
tudng-co-may-quay-truyén-hinh cia CNN. Nhung n6 cling-bu-cha-kém mdt sy kién quan trong trong cai thé gidi bé nhé xamxit ctia chung toi.

Khi t0i bude vao phong da c6 rat nhidu ngudi & dy trude rdi, va céc ¢d phyc vu thi dang bung banh mi kep thit kén. Cénh nha béo dang udng sam panh
ctr nhur the ho chua bao gio thdy n vay; nhing ¢6 quan hé cong dong trong c6 ve kiéu ki dang nhap timg ngum ruou. Mot anh phyc vu mang sdm panh
toi va t6i [y hai coc. Mot d€ uong bay gio, 1 gidu dudi ghé, d€ danh cho khoang thoi gian nham chan sap toi.

T6i nhin thay Elly Granger ctia to Invensor’s Weekly News & goc kia ciia can phong, C6 ta dang bi kep gitta hai anh chang chin chu trong bo vest va



dang gt dAu véi ho, voi anh mit trong vat ctia c6 ta. Elly cir im. C6 ta méi chi im viée cho t& Invensor’s Weekly News duroc 6 thang, sau khi da thir
43 cong viee khac. Caima co ay that sy mudn 13 tr thanh 1 bién tp vién chuyén muc séc dep ctia 1 to tap chi, va toi nghi 6 ta thit 1 gioi khoan do.
M3i lan nhin thiy ¢6 ta, Elly lai boi 1 loai son moi va ¢6 lic ndo cling méic nhitng bo trang phyc that ki th. Homnaychanghan, ¢6 ta méc 1 chiéc so mi
vai sa miu cam véi 1 chiéc quin vai cotton mau tring, gidy vai dé ci va mdt chiée vong cb to dimg bing gd, c4i loai ma triéu ndim nita t6i ciing ching
bao gio deo duoc.

Toi thye sy mubn trr thanh mot Fiona Philips ctia GMTV. Toi twong tuong ra lic minh ngdi trén chiéc ghé sofa d6, tung himg v6i Eamonn vao mbi budi
sang va phong van hang loat ng6i sao phim truyen hinh. D61 khi qua say, ching t6i giao wde néu trong 3 thang t61 khong lén dwoc vi tri nao kha hon,
chiing t6i s& ctng bo viée. Nhung sau do6 y nghi vé viée khong co tien — du chi trong 1 thang thoi — con dang so hon rat nhiéu y nghil phai viét vé cac cong
ty uy thac dau tu sudt ca cude doi.

“Rebecca. Tht vui vi cd da dén”

Toi ngAng Ién, va suyt sac sam panh. Do la Luke Brandon, chi tich hing Truyén Thong Brandon, dang nhin chim cham vao t6i cir nhur thé anh ta biét
chinh x4c t6i dang nghi gi. Nhin cham cham xu6ng t61, y t6i I thé. Han cao chéc phai dén 1m83, tdc den va mat sam va... cha. BO vest d6 khong dep.
sao? Mot bd dat tién nhur the khién ngurdi ta muon trd thanh dan (}ng ngay ay chir. N6 mau xanh sam, soc tim nhat, loai mot hang khuy, voi nhﬁjng chiéc
khuy bang stmg tht. Khi t6i hrdt mt trén nd, toi tur hoi khong biet né c6 duoc may boi Oswald Boateng, va liu céi do vest d6 ¢o6 16p 4o 10t bang lua
mau tuyét dep hay khong, Néu dé 1a mdt ai khac, co thé t6i da hdi — nhung voi Luke Brandon thi khong, khong thé nao.

T6i mGi chi gip hian ta mot vai Jan, va ching khi no thdy d& chiu ca. Ké tir ic dau, héin ndi tiéng kinh 1én dwoc. Moi ngudi déu ban tan lién mién ring
hén tai giéi the ndo, ké ca sép Philip ctia toi nita. Han khoi sy hang Truyén Thong Brandon tir hai ban tay trang, va bay gio, nd la cong ty PR vé tai chinh
hang dau & London. mdt vai thang trrde, hin dugc liét ké trong danh sach ctia The Mail nhwr 1a mdt trong nhitng doanh nhan thong minh nhat thé hé ctia
han. Nguoi ta noi rang IQ ctia han cao phi thuong va han c6 mot tri nhd siéu dang.

Nhung khong phai chi ¢6 thé. Hin trong c6 vé& luon nghiém nghi khi n6i chuyén véi t6i. C6 thé Luke Brandon noi tiéng khong chi | mdt thién tai i con
¢6 kha ning doc suy nghi ngudi khic. Han bict rang trong khi cham chi nhin nhitng bicu d6 chin ngit, git dau ve hicu bict, thuc ra t6i dang nghi dén
chiéc 4o len tuyét dep ma toi thay & Joseph, tur hoi liéu co du tién mua chiée quan hgp véi nd hay khong,

“C5 biét Alicia chir?”” Luke ni. Va hin ngoéc tay vé phia c6 gai toc vang bén canh.

Toi khong biét Alicia. VA t6i ciing ching can biét. Tt ca cac ¢o gii & Brandon C, ngudi ta van goi hang nay nhu thé, deu glong nhau cd. Ho &n mic dep,
giao tiép t6t, két hon voi mot dng chii ngan hang, va chiing c6 ti hai hude ndo ca. Alicia roi vao ding mu nhan danga 4y, vi chiéc 40 mau xanh nhat,
khén quang lua ctia Hermes, va mot doi gube xanh tiép mau voi ao, doi mi t6i da thy & Russel va Bromley, va cho d6 tri gia dén ca mot gia tai. (Toica

14 ¢6 ta cling c6 ca chiéc ti dong bo nira). Lan da c6 4y ram néng, c6 nghia i ¢6 ta wira di Mauritius hay d4u d6 vé, va dot nhién t6i cam thiy mo nhat
va nhd bé han khi so sanh vdi c6 ta.

“Rebecca,” cd nang thd o ndi rdi bit tay t6i. “Chi im & t& Successful Saving phai khong nhi?”
“Diing thé” t61 dap lai, lanh nhat ching kém
“Chj dén thi tot qua 1o Alicia noi. “T6i biét 1 canh nha béo cac chi ban ron m.”

“C6 gi dau” t6i dap lai. “Ching t6i van mudn tham dyr cang nhidu cude hop béo cang tot. DE cap nhét cac sy kién kinh té na.” Toi hai 1ong véi cau tra 10i
cta minh. Suyt nita t6i d4 tu bién minh thanh con ngoc.

Alicia gat dAu nghiém trang, cir nhur thé tét ca nhitng gi toi vira ndi déu rat quy gia voi co ta.
“Rebecca nay, chi nghi sao vé tin ttrc ngy hom nay?”” C6 ta chi vao t& FT kep dudi tay toi. “Kha bat ngd, phai khong no?”
Oi Chiia 0i, c6 ta dang ndi cai gi vay?

“Qua I rat thil vi” t6i ni, van cudi, va ¢b cau gio. Tdi liée nhin quanh phong dé ¢6 thém ¥, nhung ching c6 gi ca. C6 ta dang n6i céi quai gi thé? Tilé i
suat hay cai khi gi vay nhi?

“T6i phai néi 1, theo t6i, d6 1 mdt tin rat t& ddi véi nén cong nghiép ciia chiing ta,” Alicia ndi sot sing. “Nhung chéc hén, chi phéi co quan diém ctia
riéng minh.”

C6 ta nhin t61 va chd doi cau tra 1oi. Toi co thé nhan thiy hai ma minh dang tmg do ca én. Lam sao minh thodt ra duoc day? K& tir nay, t6i tur hira voi
minh s€ doc bao hang ngdy. Toi khong thé bi boc mé nhur thé ndy mot Ian nita.

“T61 dong yvoi chi” Cubi ciing t6i Ién tiéng. “T6i ciing nghi d6 1 mot tin that khing khiép” Giong t6i nhur bi bop nghet lai. Toi ubng nhanh mdt ngum sam
panh va cau cho dong dat xay ra.

“Chi dg doan trudc dugc vy nay i phai khdng?” Alicia néi. “Toi biét 14 canh nha bo 1ubn tién liéu duoc moi viée.”
“Toi... ding I t6i da biét chuyén ndy s& xay ra.” Toi ndi, gan nhur chic ring giong minh rat thuyét phuc.

“Va by gior lai con ¢6 tin don Scottish Prime va Flagstaff Life dang di cing hudng!” C6 ta nhin t6i chiim chit. “Chj ¢6 cho ring do 1 viée Bmcé chi y



khong?”
“Thét... that kho ma n6i duoc” t6i dap lai, va udng thém mdt ngum sdm panh nira. Tin ddn quai ndo thé? Sao ¢6 ta khong dé cho minh yén nhi?

Va t0i da pham m)t sai lim, K ngwéc nhin Luke Brandon. Hén nhin chéim chém vao t0i, mép khé giat giét. O, khi thit. Héin biét thira t6i chiing hidu ti g,
phai thé khong?

“Alicia” hin dot ngdt noi, “Maggie Stevens vira moi dén kia. C6 c6 thé...”
“Tét nhién rd7” C6 ta n6i, nhur dwoc hudn huyén thanh ngya dua, va le ling hrét nhanh ra cira.
“Con nita, Alicia...” Luke thém vao. C6 ta nhanh nhau quay lai. “T6i mudn biét chinh x4c théng cha ndo phao méy cai tin don nham nhi dy.”
“Vang” ¢6 ta gat dau, roi bude di.
Chuia oi, héin déng s thit. Va by giov chi con lai toi voi hén. Toi nghi toi phai chay bién di ngay.
1’ t0i mau mén noi. “Toi nghi toi phai di va...”
Nhung Luke Brandon da viron vé phia toi.
“SBG thong bao ring ho s& tiép quan Rutland Bank sédng nay” héin néi nho.
Va tat nhién 10, gios thi héin d4 x4c nhén, t6i nhé ra dong tit.
“Toi biét ror” t6i kiéu cing dap lai. “Toi da doc trong to FT.” Trude khi hn ta kip ndi thém didu g, t6i bo di, dén n6i chuyén véi Elly.
Khi budi hop bao chuan bi dién ra, Elly va t6i len kén di ra phia sau va chiém hai chd ngdi canh nhau. Chiing toi dang & trong mot khan phong lon va phai
¢6 dén hang trim cai ghé dugc xep thanh hang ngang, ddi dién v6i buc san khiu va c6 mdt c4i min hinh to dung. Toi ms cudn sb ctia minh ra, va viét
“hang ttb” & ngay du trang, rdi bit dau v& nhitg bong hoa nho nhd & bén 1. Bén canh t6i, Elly dang bdm sb nghe tir vi ctia minh trén dién thoai.
Toi uong mot ngum sdm panh, nga ra dAng sau, va sin sang thur gian. Chang colydo g dé nghe hop béo ca. Thong tin luon ndm trong tap thong cao béo
chi, va vé nha ta van biét ho da n6i gi. That ra, toi dang tur hoi, lidu c6 ai dé y néu t6i 161 lo Hard Candy ra rdi lam mong khong. Bing lic d6 dot nhién 4
Alicia dang ghét chui miii trudc mit toi.
“Rebecca?”
“Vang?” Toi tré nai dép.
“Chi c6 dién thoai. Téng bién tap chi goi dﬁy.”
“Philip w?”” Té1 héi mt cach ngu ngéc, clr nhur thé t6i ¢ ca mit déng téng bién tap dé chon.

“Hin roi.” C ta nhin t6i cir nhur thé ti | mdt con khing rdi chi chiée dign thoai it ¢ ci ban déng sau. Elly nhin t0i ¢6 y do hdi va t6i nhin vai dép lai
Philip chura bao gid goi toi trong budi hop bao ca.

Toi thay wira phan khich vira quan trong khi di dén cudi ciin phong, C6 thé s& c6 mdt vu khén cp & toa soan. C6 thé ng ta vira moi tém dwge mdt tin
tlre tuyét di€u va nuon t6i bay ngay dén New York dé vict bai

“Xin chao, ong Philip a?” Toi ni vao dng nghe — rdi dot nhién wde i minh da n6i cai gi d6 4n tuong hon, chiing han nhwr mdt tiéng “Vang” don gian.
“Rebecca, nghe ndy, toi biét thé ndy 1 do im” Philip n6i, “nhung chimg dau nira du ctia ti lai tai phét. Toi phai v& nha ngay by gio.”

“Thé a,” t61 bdi rdi tra 1.

“C6 gifip toi chitt vie vait duoc khong?”

Viée vit 42 Néu 6ng ta mudn mua miy vién thube dau dau thi nén bao thur ky m6i phai.

“Toi ciing khong biét nita,” toi chéan chudng ndi. “T6i dang vidng chit viée & day.”

“Khi ndo xong viéc ¢ d6 cling duge. Naim gior chidu nay, Uy ban Pic biét Bao an Xa hdi s& dua ra thong céo. C6 qua do Hy gip ti nhé? C0 di thang
tir cho hop béo t6i Westminster duge ma.”

Gi co? T6i kinh hoang nhin vao chiéc dién thoai. Khong, t6i khong thé ly c4i ban thong cao chét tiét dy. Toi phai vé iy thé VISA! Téi phai bao vé chiéc
khén cua minh.

“Clare khong di dugc u?” Toi ndi. “Toi dang dinh vé toan soan viét cho xong bai nghién ctru vé...” Thang ndy toi phai viét vé cai gi nhi? “Vé céc khoan



thé chap.”
“Clare dang bén viéc trong thanh phd. Ma khu Westminster thi nim ngay trén dudng c6 vé Fullham Sanh diéu ma, phéi khong?”

Philip Juon ludn tréu t6i chuyén song ¢ Fullham. Chi vi dng &y song ¢ Harpenden va un cho réing bét ky ai ma khong song ¢ ving ngoai 6 xanh tuoi,
xinh xén d6 déu khing hét ca.

“Cb chi phai nhay Ién tau dién ngam,” dng ta n6i “dén noi, iy béo cio, rdi lai nhay Ién tau.”

Oi Chtia oi. Toi nham it lai va nghi that nhanh. Mot tiéng nita & ddy. Nhanh chong quay vé vin phong, y thé VISA, tr lai Denny and George, iy
chi€c khan, 16i lao vdi dén khu Westminster, 1y ban thong cao. T6i nghi chiac minh lam dugc thoi.

“Vang dugc,” t6i n6i. “Cir dé d6 cho toi.”

Toi vé chd ngdi, ciing i ic anh dén mo dan, va dong chir Co Hoi Vién Pong hién Ién trén min hinh trudc it ching t6i. Mot loat anh day mau sic chyp
Hong Kéng, Thai Lan, va nhirng noi dep d& khac, ching luon khién t6i mo ude duge dén nghi mat. Nhung hém nay t6i khong thé thur gin, ciing khong
tai ndo thy thuong X6t cho ¢6 phong vién moi ca to Portfolio Week duoc, cho dii ¢6 nang dang dién cuong ghi chép moi thir va chic han s& hoi dén
ndm cu v6i y nghi réing c6 ta nén thé. Toi qua ban tim vé chiéc khan quang, Néu t6i khong quay lai kip thi sao? Néu ¢6 ai do tra gia cao hon? Nhiing y
nghi d6 1am t6i phat hoang,

Sau do, ngay khi nhitng btrc anh vé Théi Lan bién mét, thi nhirg biéu do nham chan bt dau xuét hién. T6i chot nay ra mdt . Ding rdi! Toi s& tra tién
niit cho chiéc khin. Khong ai lai tir choi tién mat ca. Toi cd the rit 100 bang tir the tién mit, chi can thém 20 bang nita, va chiéc khin s 1a cua toi
T6i xé mdt tor gidly trong s6 tay, viét “Cau ¢6 thé cho minh muron hai ;ruo’i bNélng duoc khong?” rdi chuyén sang’ch(:)qE]ly.’Cé nang van dang ’lén lut nghe
dién thoai. Toi tw hoi khong bict c6 ning dang nghe cai gi. Khong thé nao van la tir vi ctia ¢ nang day chir, chac hén the? C6 nang nhin xuong, lac dau,
101 viet, “Khong duge roi, cai may chét tiét d6 da nuot thé cua minh. Pang song thoi thop bang phi€u an trura day.”

Chét tiét. Toi ngdp ngimg, 1O viét tiép, “Thé con thé tin dung thi sao? Minh s& tra lai ngay thoi. Ma cau dang nghe cai gi déy?”

Toi chuyén ménh gidy cho co nang, va thinh finh 4nh dén bt lai. Bai thuyét trinh d xong ma t6i chiing nghe lot chit ndo ca. Moi ngudi thay doi chd ngdi,
trong khi mjt c6 PR dem phat nhitng tap giéi thiu bong loang, Elly két thiic cudc goi va toe toét voi toi.

“Dy doan tinh hubng 4y ma,” ¢6 nang ndi, bdm mdt s6 khac. “Cai ndy chinh xac Em déy.”

“Toan nhitng thir ngd ngan cii mém.” Téi lic d4u phan doi. “Khong thé ngd cau lai thich tat ca dong rac rudi d6. Con dam nhan minh 1 phéng vién tai
chinh nita khong?”

“Sao khong,” Elly dap. “Cau thi duoc chic?” rdi ching toi bt du cudi ric rich voi nhau, cho dén khi mot o hang trén quay xubng va nhin ching toi
gian dir.

“Thura quy ong, quy ba.” Mot giong noi lanh lanh ngit 101 ching t6i. T6i nguée n. D6 la Alicia, dang dimg trén fiéu C0 ta c6 cap go that dep, 61 buc
bo1i thira nhan. “Nhu cac ban déu théy, Chuong trmh Tiet kiém Co hdi Cuc ky Co mdt khong hai da gidi thi€u tong the vé mdt phurong phap dau tu
moi.”” Co ta nhin quanh cin phong, bat gap anh nyit t6i, va nd nu cudi x4 giao.

“Co hoi Cyc ky,” t6i thi tham voi Elly day khinh bi rdi chi vao to roi. “Gia ca cuc ky thi co. Cau cb biét né tén bao nhiéu khong?”

(T6i lubn nhin vao biéu gia trurde nhat, ciing nhur viée ludn nhin vao c4i mac dau tién.)

Elly d4o tron mét to vé thong cam, niic dit vin dang nghe dién thoai.

“DAu tur Ving dit mii dé gia ting gid tri,” Alicia ni tiép bang giong kiéu ky, “Déu tur Ving dit mii mang lai cho ban nhiéu hon thé nira.”

“Ho tinh tién nhiéu hon, ta mét tién nhidu hon,” t6i n6i to khong kip suy nghi, va mdt trang cudi 1o Ién khép phong, Chia oi, xiu h6 qud. Gi thi ca Luke
Brandon ciling guc gac dau. Toi vi vang cli xuong va gia vo dang ghi chép.

Mic dir thanh that ma n6i, t6i ching hiéu tai sao minh lai gia vo ghi chép. Khong phai 1a ching t6i chiing bao gid dua 1én tap chi cai gi khac nhimng thir d&
dan tir cac ban théng cao. Dau tur Ving At miii chiém mit hai trang quang cdo mbi thang, va ném ngoai nguoi ta con moi Philip tham dy chuyen nghién
ctru sung suéng (ha-ha) & Thai Lan - thé nén chéing bao i ching t6i dugc phép n6i bét cir diéu gi ngoai trir viéc ting bde du 4n ndy. Nhur thé nd thire
su gitp ich cho dgc gia vay.

Khi Alicia tiép tuc n6i, tdi voi sang phia Elly.

“Nghe nay,” toi thi thAm “Cho t& muon thé tin dung ctia cau nhé?”

“Hét sach rdi,” Elly noi ddy vé xin 161, “Té tiéu can kiét rdi, chir cau nghi sao t& lai phai sng nho vao phiéu in chir?”

“Nhung minh can tién!” t6i thi thAm. “Minh tuyét vong rdi! Minh can hai muroi bang!”



T61 da noi to hon du dinh va Alicia dung lai.

“C6 & chi nén dau tur vao du 4n Mii dét nay, chi Rebecca a,” Alicia néi. Va mit trang cuoi khéc n6 ra khéip ciin phong. Mot vai ngudi quay lai trd mit
nhin 61, t6i nhin chm cham ho mt cach thach thirc. Ho la dong nhiép cua t6i, vi Chia. Ho nén dimg ve phia t6i m6i phai. Tinh doan ket trong Hiép hoi
Nha bao Toan quoc dau mat r6i? Khong phai toi thue sy ¢6 tham gia hiép hdi. Nhung du sao di nita.

“C can hai muroi bang dé 1am gi?”” Luke Brandon hoi, tir phia trén ciin phong,

“Toi... bac cta t6i...” t6i ngang nganh ndi. “Ba Ay ndm vién va t6i mudn mua tang ba mot moén qua.”

Can phong yén lang, Va roi, khong thé tin noi. Luke Brandon moc i, JAy ra mot 1020 bang, 10i dura cho anh chang ngdi hang dau trong ddy danh cho

nha bao. Anh ta ngip ngimg, r6i chuyén n6 xuong cubi hang Va ctr nhur thé, to glay bac chuyen tr tay nay sang tay khac dén t6i cir nhur mot ngurdi him
md duge dam dong chuyén tay nhau trong budi biéu dién ca nhac vay. Khi t6i cam [y to tién, mdt trang vo tay ndi én khiip can phong va toi thay

nguong,

“Cém on,” t0i nguong nghiu néi. “Chéc chén t6i s& tra lai.”

“Cu cho bac ¢d sémkhoe lai,” Luke Brandon noi.

“Camon,” t6i ndi mot lan nita. V2 t6i ngude nhin Alicia, cam thiy nhur vira moi gianh duoc chién théng. C6 ta hoan toan xudi xi.

Chua hét phan hoi dap, moi ngudi da lue duc dimg day dé quay vé toa soan. Dy thuong la lic t6i ra ngoai mua mot cbe cappuccino va lron 16 mua
sim Nhung hom nay thi khong. Hom nay t6i quyét dinh & lai cho vén dé chan ngat cudi cing 1 co cau thué. Sau do, t6i & ra gip truc tiép Luke
Brandon dé cam on long t6t clia hén, mé néu ngwong qua, toi s& ra hidu mdt c4i. Rdi sau do, t6i s& di mua chiée khin ctia minh. Tuyét voil

Nhung ngac nhién thay, sau mot vai cau hoi, Luke Brandon dimg day thi thim gi d6 véi Alicia, va sau d6 di ra phia cira.

“Camon,” toi néi nho khi hdn di qua ghé ctia minh, nhung khong chéc i han nghe thay.

Tau dién dung lai trong hémkhong 10 1y do. Nam phut trdi qua, r61 murdi phut. Toi khong thé tin minh lai den dén vay. Néu 1a moi khi, tat nhién rdi, t6i s&
mong cho tau tryc triic — nhur thé t61 & ¢6 ly do aé khong phai vé toan soan som Nhung homnay t6i cur xir ctr nhur mot doanh nhén mét moi vi bi can
tr6. Toi gd gd mong tay, thé' dai rdi nhin qua cira s ra ngoai khoang khong ti thim

Mot nira trf 6c t0i nghif réng minh van con nhicu thoi gian dé dén Denny and George trude khi cira hing dong cira. Nira kia thi nghi thim chi néu toi
khong dén kip, c6 ban hang toc vang chin khong ban chiéc khin cho nguoi khac dau. Nhung nguy co van con do. Vay nén chi dén khi cam duoc chice
khan trong tay, t6i mdi ¢6 thé thd phao dugc.

Cubi ctng doan tau ciing chuyén banh, t0i ngdi thup vao chd, thé dai thuron thurot va nhin ngwdi dan 6ng xanh xao, lang I& ngdi bén tréi. Anh ta mic quan
bo, di gidy thé thao, va toi phat hién ring anh ta dang mic 4o trai. Hay chura, t6i thdm nghi, anh ta ciing doc bai bao vé thoi trang pha cach trong Vogue
sOra thang trude u? Toi dinh hoi anh ta — nhung roi t0i nhin lai chiéc quan bo anh ta dang niic (mdt chiéc 501 hang gia tim thurong) va doi gidy dé mém
(rit moi, rat tring) — va c6 cai gi mach bao t6i 1 anh ta chua doc bai béo.

“On Chia!” t6i noi. “Suyt chut nita 1 t6i chét gi & day r6i.”

“That i buc,” anh ta khé dong y.

“Ho khong biét nghi, phai khong?” t6i noi. <Y t6i 1, c6 nhitng ngudi trong sb ching ta dang ¢ nhitng viée rét birc thiét. Toi dang voi khing khiép!”
“T6i ciling hoi vdi,” anh ta noi.

“Néu tau khong chay, t6i ciing khong biét phai lam gi nita,” t6i Bic dau, “Trong anh... mét mdi qua!l”

“To6i hiéu ¥ c6,” ngudi dan ong nbi dy ngu y. “Ho khong biét ring vai ngudi trong ching ta...

Anh ta chi vao t6i. “Ching ta khong phéi dang di lai nhan rdi. C6 dén noi can dén hay khong mdi chinh 1 vén d&.”

“Chéc chin rdil” ti noi. “Anh dang di dau vay?”

“Vo t6i sip sinh,” anh ta ndi. “Dira thir tur ctia chiing t6i.”

“0,” t6i thét én, rut lai. “Vang... Oi troi, chic mimg anh. T6i hi vong rang anh...”

“Lan trude ¢d Ay mét ¢6 tiéng rudi,” anh ta n6i, day day tran. “Ma gid t6i & trén tau dién nay da bon muroi phit rdi. Nhung thoi. Dit sao ching ta ciing
dang di.”

Anh nhin vai ro1 mim cu6i voi toi.

“Con ¢ thi sao? C6 viée khin cip gi vay?”



Oi Chua oi.
“Téi. a... dang di dén...”

Toi dirng lai yéu dudi va héing giong, cam thiy ngirong nging, Toi khong thé cho anh ta biét cong viée khin cap cuia t6i chi i di mua mot chiée khan
quang Denny and George.

Chi mdt chiéc khin quang, Tham chi con chéng phai i vay ddm hay a0 khoac hay thir gi dang gia tuong tur.

“Thyre ra ciiing ching quan trong Bim d4u,” t6i lim bam

“Toi khong tin,” anh ta n6i dé chiju.

Va bay gior t6i cam thiy thét t&, t6i ngwdc 1n— va on Chia, dén tram ciia t6i roi.

“Chic may nin,” t6i ndi, voi vi dimg déy. “T6i thie sy mong 1 anh kip dén do.”

Khi di doc theo via hé, t6i cam thdy trong long xAu hd d6i chit. Pang ra toi phai dua 120 bang ctia minh cho ngwoi dan 6ng d6 dé danh cho dira con ciia
anh ta, thay vi mua chiéc khin vé van ndy. Y t6i I3, ban thir nghi ma xem, di€u gi quan trong hon kia chir? Quan 4o — hay su thiéng liéng ctia mdt sinh linh
moi chao doi?

Khi suy nghi vé vin d& nay, t6i thy trong long mot chit gl that sau sic va triét Iy. Thuc ra, toi mai miét suy nghi dén mirc suyt di qua chd can r&. Nhung
61 da ngudc kén ding e va r& vao goc — cam thdy hoi chodng vang, Mot cd gai dang bude vé phia toi trén tay xach mot tii hing ctia Denny and
George. Va dot nhién moi thir trong tam tri t61 bi quét sach.

Oi Cha ol

Néu 6 ta mua diing chiéc khéin ctia t6i thi sao?

Néu c6 ta da yéu cau dic biét va c6 gai ban hang, ctr dinh ninh ring toi s& khong quay lai, da ban n6 cho ¢b ta.

Tim bét d4u dép loan xa, t6i sai budc trén phd vé phia cira hang, Khi t6i trde cira va ddy cira mo ra, t6i gin nhur khong thd ndi vilo so. Néu chiée
khan da bien mét thi sao? Toi s€ phai lam gi?

Nhung c6 gai toc vang da mim cuoi khi t6i budce vao.
“Chao chi’” c6 n6i. “Chiéc khin van dang doi chi diy.”
“Oi, camon,” t6i thé phao, 101 mét moi dua vao quﬁy thu ngén.

Toi thuc su cam théy nhu mlnh vira chay trén cad mot duong dua vuot chuQng ngai vat dé dép duoc day. Thuec ra, t6i nghi ngudi ta nén tinh mua sami
mét hoat dong anh huong dén tim mach. Tim t6i chura bao gio dap nhanh bang khi t61 nhin thay bang hi¢u “giam gia 50%”.

Toi xép tién ra loai murdi va hai muroi dong rdi chd doi, gan nhur run réy khi c6 gai i hiii phia sau quiy va nang chiéc hop mau xanh ra. C6 gii dé n6 vao
mdt chiéc tii day, béng cd quai mau luc sAmrdi dura nd cho t6i, va t6i gan nhir mudn khoc thét to, khoang khic do that tuyét voi biét bao.

Chinh khoanh kbéc d6. Ngay khi ngén tay ban cham vao quai xach chiéc i bong bay, khong mit nép gip d6 — va tit ca nhitng thir mdi la tuyét voi bén
trong s€ thudc vé ban. N6 nhur thé ndo nhi? N6 nhur cai cam giac nhin doi 1au ngy, r6i nhét ngdp miéng mdt chiéc banh niréng bo amndng. N6 nhu cam
giac thirc ddy roi nhidn ra hdm nay 14 ngy cuoi tuan. Moi thir khac déu nam ngoai tam tri ban. D6 1a mdt cam giac thoa mén wvira ich ky wira thuan khiet.

T6i bude cham chim ra khoi cira hiéu, vin con vang vat trong niém vui suéng, Toi da ¢6 mdt chiée khin Denny and George. Toi da c6 mdt chiée khin
Denny and George! To6i c0...

“Rebecca.” Mot giong dan 6ng ngit mach suy nghi ctia t6i. Toi ngurde 1én, bung giat thot vi hoang so. D6 i Luke Brandon.

Luke Brandon dang dimg trén pho, ngay trurc mit ti, va héin dang nhim chéim chéim vao tGi o ctia toi. Toi thiy minh bong trg nén boi rbi. Han im gi
trén pho lic ndy duge co chir? Nhitng ngudi nhu han chang 1€ khong c6 n6i 1i xe riéng u? Pang ra hian phai cd mit & mdt budi chi€u dai quan trong ctia
gi6i tai chinh hay gi d6 chir nhi?

“C6 mua dugc 16i chir?” Han ni, khé chau may.

“Gicoa?”’

“Qua cho béc c6 dy ma.”

“A vang,” t61 noi, nudt nude bot. “Vang, t0i... t6i mua dugc oL



“C6 phai nd dy khong?” Han chi vao chiéc tti va toi cam thiy i 161 lan dan lim do hong hai ma.

“Vang,” cudi cling toi n6i. “Toi thiy... tang chiéc khin chic ciing hay.”

“Cb thao tinh qua. Denny and George co ddy.” Hén nhuréng miy. “Béc ¢ chéic hin B mdt quy ba sanh diéu.”
“Ding vdy,” ti hiing giong n6i. “Ba 4y vo clng sang tao va doc dao.”

“Chéc vay 10i,” Luke noi, roi dimg lai. “Ba dy tén i gi vay nhi?”

Oi Chia oi. Péng ra ngay khi nhin thiy hin t6i nén bo chay, khi con c6 co hdi. Gior thi t6i d& ca nguoi ra r6i ddy. Toi ching thé nghi ra mdt cai tén phu
nir nao ca.

“Erm... Ermintrude,” t6i nghe thiy minh n6i vay.

“Bac Ermintrude,” Luke néi vé hiéu biét. “Cha, cho t6i giri 101 hoi thim ba 4y nhé.”

Hién gat dau véi t6i 16i bo di, con toi dimg do, tay cam chit i, ¢d nghi xem liéu hidn c6 doan ra moi viéc hay khong,
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Toi bude qua cénh cira cn ho va nhin thy Suze, ban ciing nha ctia 0, dang ngdi trong mot tu thé yoga rét la, mit nham nghién. Méi toc dep bude chét,
¢6 dang n¥ic quan tat den cing voi chiéc 4o phong cil ma ¢6 hay mic khi tap yoga. D6 la chiec bo ¢6 da mic khi ong tham gia dua thuyen cho doi
Oxford va gianh thang loi, c6 n6i n6 mang dén cho c6 mdt tinh than thoai méi.

Trong mot lic, t6i yén ling, To6i khong IIllOIl Jam phién ¢6, yoga ciing glong nhu mong du va ban khong nén ¢b y danh thirc ai d6 khi ho dang trong trang
thai nhur vay. Nhung sau d6 Suze m6 méit, ngude nhin 1én — va diéu dau tién c6 thét n 12 “Denny and George! Becky, cau khong dua ddy chir?”
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“Phar” t6i n6i, miéng cudi dén tin mang tai. “Té tur mua cho minh mdt chiée khén.”

“Cho t& xemnao!” Suze ndi, tha ngudi xubng san. “Cho-té-xem-cho-té-xemr-cho-td-xem!” C6 chay lai va bt dau kéo manh quai xéch cia tti hang,
nhu mot dira tré. “Té muon xem chiée khin méi ctia cau! Cho té xemndo.

Day chinh l 1y do tai sao ti rét thich & chung cin h v6i Suze. Julia, ¢6 ban cling nha ¢, chéic héin s& cau miy r6i n6i, “Denny and céi g co?” hoic,
“Voi mit céi khan thi nhu thé ton kém qua.” Nhung Suze thi hi€u dieu do, hoan toan va tuyét doi. Néu co gi thi chi 1a Suze con t€ hon cé toi.

Nhung di gi thi ¢6 Ay van trang trai duoc cude song, Du Suze da 25 tudi, nhur 01, bb me ¢o van cho ¢ tién. S6 tién 4y duoc goi la “tién tiéu vat” va co
ve nhur 14 ttr quy uy thac cua gia dinh — nhung theo 61 bict thi, n6i chung do I tién tii. B6 me ¢6 con mua cho ¢6 mot can h§ ¢ Fulham, coi nhur mon qua
sinh nhit 1an thir 21 va c6 da song o day tir luc d6 toi gio, nira di lam, mra nghi.

Cb d4 ting lam PR trong mot thdi gian (rit) ngin, va d6 chinh 1 lic t6i gip ¢, trong mdt chuyén tac nghiép bao chi t6i mbt ngan hang ngoai khoi dao
Guernsey. Van dé 13, lic d6 c6 lam viée cho hing Truyen thong Brandon. Khong phal chi trich gi du— va c6 ciing ty thtra nhan nhu the co Ia cd gai
lAm PR t& nhét t6i d3 timg gap. C6 hoan toan quén khudy ngan hang ndo minh dang cn quang ba ma bat dau ndi mdt cach nhiét tinh Ve mot trong nhung
ddi this canh tranh ctia ho. Ong chil ngén hang kia trong cang lic cang gidn di, trong khi d4m nha bao pha ra cudi. Suze viréng vao ric r6i lon trong lan
do. Thue ra, d6 I lic ¢6 Ay quyét dinh PR khong phai 1 nghé danh cho minh. (Néi cach khac 1 Luke Brandon di sa thai c6 ngay khi ho quay tré lai
London. Thém mdt Iy do nita dé khong thich hén ta)

Nhung ngay tir nhing gior phit dau tién, hai ching t6i da c6 thoi gian vui thich udng ruou cing nhau.

The ra, ic d6 Suze da bi mat khoe mdt chit lic 2h sang va ndi rang c6 dy khong ¢ chit hy vong ndo v6i bat cir cong viée gi co da timg thir sirc va tu
hoi khong biét s& phai lam gi? Toi néi véi 6 toi nghi rang c6 qua thi vi va sang tao dé phai im mot trong nhing ¢6 gai Brandon C hay km b m tich.
Diéu niy 6i n6i ra khong phéi chi dé lamdep long ¢0, d6 hoan toan a sy thit. Toi 6m co that chat va c6 khoc thém mot lic nira, sau d6 ching t6i déu

thiy vui vé, goi i thém mdt chai ruou, roi thir tht ca quin 4o ctia nhau. Toi cho Suze murgn chiée thét ung véi chiéc khoa vudng bang bac ctia minh, cai,
nghi ma xem, ¢6 Ay ching bao gior tra lai. Va chiing 6i gitt lién lac v6i nhau ké tir ic do.

Sau do, khi Julia dot nhién chuyén nha, bo di voi ong gido su hudng dan bang Ph.D. (bang tién si) (c6 ta von bat kham nhu thé ddy), Suze dé nghi toi
chuyén dén sbng voi ¢o. Toi chac ring tién thué ¢ tinh cho t6i la qué r¢, nhung t6i cling chira bao it khang khang tra theo mirc gia day dii cta thi
trudng, boi t6i khong kham ndi. Khi gid ca thi trudng tang kén, toi tlen dén gan khu Elephant & Castle hon 1 khu Fulham véi mirc lrong ctia minh. Lam
cach ndo mi mdt ngudi binh thirdng c6 thé trang trai dugc cude séng & nhitng noi dét d6 khing khiép dén thé kia chir?

“Bex, mo 16 ra di ndo!” Suze khan khoan. “Cho t xem!” C6 thoc voi nhitng ngon tay dai hiaim ho vao bén trong chiée i, toi voi kéo ching ra trurde khi
¢6 xé rach nd. Chiéc tii ndy s& dugc treo sau cira phong t6i cting nhiing tii hang danh tiéng khac, va s& duoc str dung mot cach tw nhién, khong chi
dich khi ti can giy 4n turong (On Chiia ho khong in riéng nhitng tiii hang “giam gia”. T6i cam ghét nhitng ctra hang im trd d6. Con ra gi khi mdt chiéc
tlii sang trong cd chit “gidm gid” tung toé trén d6 chur?)

Rét tir tOn, t0i nhéc chiéc hop miu xanh thim ra khoi tii, bo nép hop roi ms 16p gidy lua ra. ROi v6i vé gan nhur ton kinh, t0i néng chiée khan lén. N6 dep
qua. Tham chi con dep hon Itic ¢ ctra hang, T6i quang nd quanh c6 16i nhe rang ra cudi ngo ngan voi Suze.

“Oi, Bex” C6 thi tho. “N6 tuyét qué!”

Trong mdt lic, ca 2 ching t6i déu king di. Nhur thé ching t6i dang cling giao cam voi mt déng chi ton. Than mua sim.
Sau do, Suze bo di va pha v& khoanh khic do.

“Céu c6 thé quang nd dé gip James cudi tudn ndy dAy” ¢b noi.

“Khong duoc” t6i ndi gan nhur git gong, rdi nhéc lai mdt lin nita. “T4 s& khong gip anh ta dau”

“Sao thé?”

“T6 khong con hen ho véi anh ta nita” t6i ¢ nhin vai th 0.

“That 47" Suze M6 ta miéit. “Tai sao? Céu ching ké gi voi t6 cal”

“T6 biét” Toi tranh dnh nhin cham cht ddy hao hirc ctia ¢6. “CHuyén ndy hoi... khé néi mt chut.”

“Cau dd anh ta 4? Cau thdm chi con chura ngi v6i anh ta ma!” Giong Suze cao dan lén day himg thu. C6 dy dang rat hao hirc mudn nghe. Nhung ligu toi
6 hao hirc ké khong co chit? Trong mot lic, t6i da can nhac viée nén gilt kin chuyén ndy. Nhung r6i t6i nghi, 61 dao, ¢6 cai quai gi co chi?

“Té biét” t61 n6i. “D6 moi chinh 1a van d&”
“Y cu la g?” Suze nhoai hin ngudi vé phia trurde. “Bex, ciu dang n6i vé chuyén gi vay?”
Toi hit mot hoi tht séu rdi quay hin lai dbi mit véi co.

“ANh ta khong muén chuyén do.”



“Anh ta khong thich cdu u?”
“Khong ANh ta...” t6i nhim mt, tur minh ciing hiu nhu khong thé tin dugc chuyén nay. “Anh ta khong tin vao chuyén quan hé trrde hon nhan”

“Cau dtia ha?” T6i mo to miit va thiy Suze dang hét hoang nhin t6i — nhur thé ¢6 vira nghe mdt 1i xtic pham tdi t& nhat tirmg biét ddi véi nhan loai. “Cau
dang dua ha, Becky?”

Cb 4y dang thurc sy nai ni toi.
“Té khong dua daw” Toi gwong cudi yéu 6t. “ QUa that, chuyén ndy ciing hoi xau hd. T6 kiéu nhur... d3 ddmbd vao, va anh ta phai ddy t6 ra.”
Ky tre t6i t& khing khiép ma t6i da dé nén duoc, gids bit dau ndi lén. Toi gip James trong mot budi tiée vai tudn trede, va d6 i cude hen an thir 3 mang

tinh quyét dinh. CHung t6i ra ngoai ding mot bira tdi rat tuyét, ciing i chd anh nhit quyét doi tra tién, rdi quay vé nha anh, cudi cing 1 hon nhau trén
ghé sofa.

Cha, t6i con can phai nghi gi nita co chir? ANh dy ¢ kia, con t6i & d6 — va chura hé lam diéu gi sai pham, néu tAm tri anh n6i khong, co thé anh nhat dinh
dang noi cd, c6, c6. The nén, 1a mbt c6 gai hién dai, toi lan tay t6i khoa quén anh va kéo n6 xudng. Khi anh vdi tay xudng va gat toi sang bén, t0i van
nghi anh dang choi dua, va lai tiép tuc, thdm chi con nhiét tinh hon trurdc.

Nt lai, thét tirc cudi, 6 1§ lic do 61 da mét nhidu thoi gian hon can thiét dé nhén ra ring anh ta khong dia. Thét ra, anh qué that da thyi cho t6i mot
phat vao miit dé toi tranh ra khoi anh - niic dii sau d6 anh d 6 ra rat hdi 16i vé viéc do.

Suze dang nhin t6i mdt cach day ngd virc. Rdi ¢d Ay phé ra cudi nic né.

“ANh ta da phai ddy cau ra 4y ha? Bex, cau | dd an thit nguoi”

“Thoi dil” ti phan ddi, vira budn cudi, vira x4u hd. “Anh ta thit sur rt ngot ngio khi d6. AN ta hoi, lidu t& c6 chér duge anh ta khong?”
“Chéc c4u da ndi khong doi nao chir!”

“Kiéu kiéu nhur vay” t6i nhin di chd khéc.

Thue ra, nghi lai gidy pht do, t6i thdy minh hoi thach thirc anh ta. “Ctr chong cu lai em lic nay di, James a” Toi nh¢ da noi voi giong khan khan, nhin anh
ta cham cham voi doi mét mé t6i nghi 1 trong veo va khéu goi. “Nhung ri anh s& phai gb cira phong em trong vong mdt tudn nira thoi”

Thé ddy, va gid da qua mot tudn roi, t6i vin khong nhan dugc mdt tiéng pip ndo hét. Piéu nay, thir nghi ma xem, ching phai i chuyén hay ho gi cho m.
“Nhung nhu thé thi t8 qua!” Suze n6i. “Thé con chuyén hoa hop tinh duc thi sao?”

“Cha biét nita” t6i nhin vai. “ TG cho 14 anh ta sin sang d4nh cudc”

Suze dot nhién cudi khiic khich. “Thé cau da nhin thiy...”

“CHura! AN ta du ¢6 cho t& duge gan n!”

“Nhung ciu cam théy durge n6 chit? C6 phai nd bé xiu khong?” Mét Suze nh kén tinh quai. “Té ¢4 1 n6 bé ti. Han hy vong lira dugc ¢6 gai tdi nghiép
nao d6 cudi minh va ca doi s€ nic ket voi cay gay bé xiu ctia han. SUyt nita thi toi day Bex a.”” Roi ¢0 voi lay bao Silk Cut va cham Itra.

“Tranh ra ndo!” t0i n6i. “T khong mubn cai khan sye mili thude dau”
“Thé cau dinh im gi cudi tuin ndy ndo?”” ¢d hoi, rit mdt hoi thude. “Cau s& 6n ddy chir? C6 mudn xudng vimg qué choi mdt chuyén khong?”

D6 1 céch Suze thurdng ding dé 4m chi ngdi nha thir hai ciia gia dinh c6 6 Hampshire. Ving qué. Nhu thé b6 me ¢ s& hitu mdt qude gia nho, bigt i
nao d6 ma khong mot ai bict dén.

“Khong, t& 6n ca mi” t6i ndi, rdu i cdm diéu khién TV n. “T6 vé Surrey thoi. Thim bd me”

“A tr nhi,” Suze n6i “Cho t6 giri 10 thiim me cau nhé”

“T6 nhé 16 t6i n6i “Con cau cho t6 giri 1oi hoi tham Pepper”

Pepper 1a con ngya ctia Suze Co éy da cudi n6 khoang ba 1an mdt nim, chi thé thoi, nhung n‘f)l Iﬁp b,c*) me cd dé nghi ban né,di, cO éy lai t6 ra rat kich
dong. Hinh nhur n6 ti€u ton mbt ném khoang £15.000. Mudi lim nghin bang. Va 16 1am gi v6i s6 tien ay? Chi dimg trong chudng va an tao. Toi cling
khong phién lam dau, néu duoc lam mdt con ngya.

“U phéi i, cau nhic m6i nhd” Suze néi. “Hod don thué vira dén ddy. 300 mdi dira”



“Nhitng 300 bang co 4?” ti nhin ¢6, mat hét ca tinh thin. “Cai gi? Nop ngay mit kic?”

“Ding rdi, thit ra cling da tré ngay rdi. Cau cir viét cho t6 céi séc hay gi do nhé.”

“uoc rdi” t6i hirng ho néi. “300 bang c6 ngay day.”

Toi véi ly tli xéch ciia minh va viét mdt tim séc ngay lic 6. Suze da rt rong rii voi t0i trong chuyén tién thué nha, nén t6i ludn tra phan chi hod don
cta minh, d6i lic con tra thémmot it. Nhung ltc nay thi, t6i cam thay lanh ca nguoi khi tay 61 chuyén tam séc di. 300 bang da ra di, chi nhur the thoi day.
Va t61 van con hod don thé VISA miac dich phai lo. Khong phai [a mdt thang t6t lanh ti ndo.

“A, ma c6 ai d6 goi cho cau ddy” Suze n6i thém, liéc mét vé phia méu gidy. “Erica Parsnip. Phai khong?”

“Erica Parsnip?”” D61 khi t6i nghi tri 6¢ Suze duge md rong hoi qua thudng xuyén.

“Parnell. Erica Parnell & ngan hang Endwich. Cau goi lai cho c6 4y nhé”

T6i nhin Suze chidm cham. On lanh trong ndi kinh hoang,

“Cb ta goi dén day a? C6 ta goi dén s6 nay a2

“U, Liic chiéu nay”

“Oi, khon khip that” Tim t6i bit dAu dap manh. “Thé cu da n6i gi? Cau c6 ndi t& dang bi viém bach cau khong?”’

“Céi gi?” Dén Iuot Suze trb miéit nhin ti. “TAt nhién 1 t& khong n6i cau bi cai bénh viém bach cau khén khiép d6 roi.”

“Thé ¢6 ta c6 hoi cai gi vé chan cing t6 khong? C6 hoi bt cir cai gi vé sire khoé t6 khong?”

“Khong. C6 ta chi hoi cdu dau 1O1? Va t6 tra 16 cau dang & chd hm...”

“Suze” t6i rén Ién trong thét vong,

“Troi, thé t& phai ndi gl méi duoc chir?”

“Péng & cau phai ndi t¢ dang nam liét girong vi viém bach cau va mdt chén bi giy.”

“Cha, cam on da thong bao” Suze chiim chéim nhin t6i, méit md to, chén khoanh i theo tur thé dai sen. Suze ¢ ddi chan dai nhét, ménh dé nhét va déo
dai nhat ma t6i tirng biét. Moi khi mic quan bé mau den, ¢6 trong giong hét mot chi nhén. “Thire ra 1 ¢ chuyén gi Ion vay?” 6 noi. “Cau rit qua so
tién trong thé a?”

Toi rit qué so tién trong the Ay a?

T6i mim cuoi lai theo cach ¢6 thé am yén long ¢6 nhat. Néu Suze biét bat cir chuyén gi vé tinh trang thuc cta toi, ¢6 dy s& cin nhiéu hon yoga dé binh
finh lai.

“Chut chuyén nho thoi ma,” t6i nhin vai vé lo dénh “Nhung t6 chic s& dau vao diy thoi. Khong phai ban tim dau ma!”

Mot thoang im ling, 10i toi ngudc Ién va thiy Suze dang xé tim séc ciia toi. Trong mdt phitt toi nin king hoan toan, 16 t6i lip bap, “Suze! Cau dimg ngdc
nhur thé!”

“Khi ndo ¢6 thi hing tré lai t6,” c6 qua quyét noi.

“Cém on cdu, Suze.” t6i n6i, giong dot nhién nghen lai, va khi om chat By ¢, 0i c6 thé théy nhimg giot nude miit ki ra tir mét minh. Suze chic hén B
nguoi ban tot nhat ma t6i ting co.

Nhung trong long t6i vén con mdt cam gidc ciing théing, n6 cir lru lai trong t0i sudt ca budi t6i va van & nguyén d6 khi i thirc ddy vao sang hom sau.
Thir cam giac tham chi t6i khong thé lam suy suyén bang cach nghi dén chiéc khin Denny and George cua minh. Toi nam trén giwong, nhin cham cham
Ién trn nha va, 1an dau tién trong rat nhi€u thang, tinh todn xem t6i ng moi ngudi tat ca 1a bao nhiéu. Ngin hang, VISA, thé Harvey Nichols, thé
Debenhans, thé Fenwichs... Va gio 1a ca Suze nita.

Ciing phai khoang .. ¢& xemndo... ciing phai khoang £6.000.

Mot cam giac lanh budt len 16i trongt t6i khi toi suy ngim Ve con s6 ndy. Toi klem daura £6.000 bay gio day‘7 Toi ¢6 thé tiét kiém £6 mdi tudn trong
vong 1000 tuan 1&. Hodc £12 mbi tuan trong vong 500 tuin I&. Hodc 1 £60 mdi tuan trong vong 100 tuan I&. Nhung lam thé quéi ndo ma t6i kiém ndi
£60 cho mdi tuan?

Hay t61 hoc gao that nhiél} kién thirc phd théng va tham gia mt churong trinh tro choi trén truyén hinh. Hogc phat minh ra mot thir gi do that uu viét.
Hodc t6i c6 thé... trang X0 s0. Toi suy nghi nay, mot luong sang am ap de chiu tran qua 61, va toi nham mt, chui lai vao girdong nam. X0 so lic nay Ia



cach giai quyét 6n thoa nhét.

Di nhién, t6i khong ¢6 ¥ dinh nham dén gii doc déc kim gi - chuyén d6 tuyét ddi khong thé xdy ra dugc. C6 & B mdt gidi nhd hon. Hinh nhur ¢6 rét nhiu
giai ki€u d6. Thir xem ndo, khoang £100.000 chang han. khoang d6 duoc day. Toi s ¢ thé tra hét ng nan, mua xe hoi, mua cén ho...

The ra thi, £200.000 s& tot hon. Hay 1 ¥4 trigu nhi.

Hoic, tham chi con tuyét voi hon, mdt trong sd nhing ngudi cling tring giai doc dic. “Nam ngurdi tring thudng s€ duoc nhéin mdi ngudi 1,3 trigu bang,”
(T6i thich cai cach ho néi: “Mot phdy ba” Nhur thé chd £300.000 thém vao kia chi i mot s6 tién nho xiu, vo nghiia 1y. Nhur thé ban s& khong dé y xemnd
cd hay khong vay.)

1,3 triéu bang d6 nén gip t0i ngay lap tirc. Va mudn chia sé giai doc dac nhu vay khong phai 3 tham lam phai khong? Chua oi, xin Nguoi, toi nghi, hay
dé cho con tring gidi doc dic 1an nay, con xin hira s& chia sé that tir té.

Va thé 1, trén duong vé nha bd me t6i ding lai ¢ tram xéing mua mdt d6i vé s6. Chon mua §6 cling mét dén nira tiéng dong hd. Toi biét s 44 ludn thich
hop, ca 42 cling thé. Nhung con nhiing s6 con lai thi sao? Toi viet vai day so ra mot mau gidy roi nheo niit nhin chiing, co turdng tuong ra lic chiing xuat
hién trén TV.

169162344

Khong duoc! Té qua! Toi dang nghi cai gi thé nhi? S6 1 khong bao gior xuét hién ngay dau tién c, ca 6 va 9 nhin ciing khong 6n.

31421253644

Kha hon mot chut rdi ddy. Toi dién nhitng con sb vao tim vé.

51118272842

Toi thiy kha 4n turong voi day s6 ndy. Trong nd gidng mot tamve tring thuong véy. Toi ¢6 thé tuong turong ra canh Moira Steward doc to nd trong ban
tin. “Nguoi dang s6 hiru tim vé s6 ndy, duoc suy doan la dang séng & phia Ty Nam London, d3 tring giai doc dic udc chimg 10 triéu bang.”

Trong mdt phtt, t6i cam thiy chodng vang. Toi s& lim gi v6i 10 triéu bang day? Toi s& lim i dau tién?

Cha, bat dau bang mot bira tiéc khong 16 cai da. O mot noi nao do sang trong,ma Van thit vi, v6i thit nhiéu sam panh, roi khiéu vii va dich vu taxi nifa, de
khong ai phai lai xe. Va ¢6 ca qua cho khach mang v&, loai dau tim tao bot thét tir té hay gi d6 ching han. (Khéng biét Calvin Klein ¢ san xuit dau tim
tao bot khong nhi?)

Sau d6 t0i s& mua nha cho gia dinh va tit ca ban bé toi, di nhién roi. Toi dimg dura vao quay x0 sO va nhéim miit dé tip trung hon. Cir cho I t6i mua 20
can nha véi gia £250.000 moi can di. Nhu the t6i con lai... 5 triéu. Cong khoang £50.000 cho bira tiéc nita.

Nhur vy B con £4.950.000. O, va toi can £6.000 dé thanh toén thé tin dung va khodn qua han cta toi nita. Cong thém £300 tra Suze. Ci cho tit ¢ |
£7.000 di. Nhur thé t6i con lai £4.943.000.

Di nhién t6i s& quyén gop tir thién that nhiéu. Ma ciiing c6 thé t6i s& thanh lap hén mdt quy tir thién. Toi s& {ing ho tat ca nhitng vén dé can gop quy tir
thién khong hop thoi lubn bi 1 di, nhu bénh da liéu hay ho tro'nguoi cao tudi tai nha. Va t6is& giri mjt tam séc ménh gid that 1 cho ¢6 gido anh van ci
cua toi, co James, dé cd co thé nang cap thu vién truong. Ma thidm chi ¢d khi ho con dat lai tén thu vién theo tén t6i cling nén. Thu vién Bloomwood.

Cha, va ca £300 cho chiéc 4o choang Iong thit & Whistles, toi phai mua trrde khi ching bi mua hét sach. Nhur thé Ia con bao nhiéu nhi? 4943000 trix
di...

“Xin 161 ¢6” Mot giong ndi ¢t dirt mach suy nghi, t6i ngurde 1én simg sdt. Nguoi phu nit dimg sau t6i dang cb iy chiée but.

“Xin 167" t61 n6i, va lich sy nhurong duong, Nhung su ngit quing gitta chimg d6 da am t6i quén mét phép tinh ctia minh. Pang gié chimg ¢ 4 triéu hay 5
triéu nhi?
R&i sau do, khi t0i thiy ngudi phu nit dang ng6 vao miu gléy dAy nhimg chit s6 nguéch ngoac ctia toi, mdt suy nghi khiing khiép tAn cong toi. Néu mbt
trong nhitng b s6 da huy cua t6i lai ve thi sa0? Nhd déu t0inay bo 1 6 9 16 23 44 ve ma t6i khong mua n6 thi sao? Ca doi nay t6i s€ khong tha thir cho
minh mat.

Toi nhanh chong dién vao céc vé tit ca sur két hop ctia céc con s6 duge viét trong mau gidy cuia toi. Thé 1 chin vé tit cd. 9 bang— kha kha tién ddy chir.
Toi cam thay kha € khi ti€u s0 tién nay. Nhung nhu thé ¢ nghia 1a gap thém 9 1an co hoi tring thudng, phai thé khong?

Va gitr thi t0i ¢6 linh cam rét chéc chan vé b) s0 1 6 8 16 23 44. Lamsao mot bd s chinh xéc nhur thé lai nhay vao dau ti va ¢ d6 dugc nhi? C6 & ai
d6, & modt noi ndo do, dang cd ndi cho 11 biét diéu gi do.

Ban dang doc truyén 7w Thii Cria Mot Tin Do Shopping dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.


http://ebookfull.net

Chuong 4

KHI TOI VE DEN NHA, bd me t0i dang cai nhau. Trong virdn, bd & trén lung chimg thang, dang thic 6 ng x6i nude bén hong nhd, con me dang ngdi
trén chiéc ban sét udn, 6t qua tap catald cia hing Past Times. Khong mot ai trong hai ngudi budn ngude 1én khi t6i bude qua cdng vao san.

“Em chi mudn n6i i ho nén lam grong t6t!” Me la 1én. Trong me thét dep, toi nghii khi ngdi xuéng. Mau téc modi— méu ndu nhat chi voi mdt chit xam
xam— va mot chi€c 4o ngoai cao co mau do rat dep. Co 1§ ngay mai toi s€ murgn nd.

“Thé em nghi tyr ddy minh vio chd nguy hiém k& néu guong tdt hay sa0?” B tr 10, tir trén thang nhin xudng. Téc bd da hoa rim hon mbt chil, ti nhan
ra va hoi soc. Noi that, tdc muoi tiéu khién bo trong kha nghiém trang, “Em nghi nhur the c6 thé giai quyét duoc van dé a?”

“Nguy hiém!” me néi vé ché gidu. “Dimg c6 ma cuong diéu hoa 1én thé, Graham. Anh thure sur gitt cai cach nghi nh thé vé xa hoi Anh qubc hay sao?”
“Con chao me,” t6i n6i. “Con chao bd.”

“Becky ciing nhat tri voi em ddy, phai khong con yéu?” me no6, chi tay vao mit trang trong tap Past Times, day nhitng hop kim hoan va nix trang mo
phong theo kiéu ctia nhitng niim 1930. “Ao len dan nay dé& thirong qua,” me thi thao.”Nhin kiéu théu ndy ma xem!” toi nhin theo thdy mot chiéc 4o dai
mau tim phi kin nhimg nét théu Art Deco day mau sic. Toi s& giit trang tap chi Ay dé tim ting ba nhn dip sinh nhdt — néu t6i khong biét c6 thé me s& tr
mua cho minh tuan sau.

“Chéc chan Becky khong thé dong tinh voi em durge!” bd 6i vain lai. “Do 1 y kién myc cudi nhit ma anh timg nghe thiy ddy.”

“Khong, khong hé!” me néi giong phin nd. “Becky, con ¢ nghi chuyén gia dinh hoang gia di lai bang phuong tién cong cong 1 mdt ¥ hay khong con
yéu?”

“A...” Toi thin trong ndi. “Con thye sy chua...”
“Con c6 nghi 14 nit hoang nén di t6i nhitng budi chiéu dai long trong bang xe buyt s6 chin miroi ba khong?” bd ché gidu.
“Tai sao lai khong dugc nhi? Rét ¢6 thé sau dé tuyén xe sb chin miroi ba s& im viée ¢6 hiéu qua hon!”

61 n6i, ngdi xudng bén canh me. “Chuyén  thé nao a?”

“Con c6 nhan ra | nuée minh dang ngay cang tn thc giao khong?” me n6i, nhur thé ba khong nghe thiy t6i ndi gi. “Néu khong c6 nhiéu ngudi sir dung
phuong tién giao théng cong cong, chiang miy chbc duong phd minh s& tic nghén hét.”

B4 t6i lic dau.

“Va emnghi dé nit hoang di lai trén xe buyt s0 chin muroi ba ¢6 thé giai quyét duge vin dé d6 4. Ching ban tim dén van d& an ninh, khong thém quan
tam thue té ba Ay s& c6 thé phai tham duyr rat nhiéu budi chiéu dai...”

“Emkhong noi nbét thiét phai i nit hoang,” me van lai. “Ai d6 trong so homa chéng dugc. Cong nuong Micheal xtr Kent chiang han. C6 4y ¢6 thé di lai
bang tau dién ngdm thuong xuyén, phai khong? Nhiing nguoi d6 can phai hoc vé cudc song that méi duoc.”

Lan cudi ctng me t6i di tau dién ngAm 1 khoang nim 1983.
“Con di pha chut ca phé nhé?”” t61 vui vé noi.

“Néu em hoi anh, thi ci chuyén tic nghén giao thong d6 hoan toan ching c6 nghia Iy gi ca,” bd t6i ndi. Ong nhéy tir trén thang xudng va phii tay. “Tat ca
nam & van d¢ tuyén truyen.”

“Tuyén truyén?”” me thot én gian di.

“Phai rdi,” t6i nhanh nhau ndi. “A, dé con di dat nude nhé.”

Toi di vao trong nha, dat ém lén bép 101 Qgéi xudng ban an trong khoang néng tuyét dep. Toi da kip quén bd me t6i dang cai nhau vf% van dé gi. Ho cir
161 luan quan méi roi lai nhit trf tat ca 1a 10i cta Tony Blair. Va lai, 61 con ¢ nhitng chuyén quan trong hon phai nghi t6i. Toi dang c0 hinh dung mbt céach
chinh xéc xem t6i nén bicu Philip, sép cua t6i, bao nhiéu sau khi tring s0. Toi khong thé bo qua dng dugc, tat nhién roi — tuy nhién dua tien nit liéu co
d¢ hoi khong nhi? Liéu ting qua c6 hon khong? Mot cap khuy méng sét tht dep chang han. Hay mdt chiéc hom miy da ngoai vdi nhing chiéc dia bén
trong, (Clare Edwards, hién nhién, s& khong nhan duoc gi hét.)

Nigdi mt minh trong cin bép dy niing, t0i cam thiy nhur thé minh dang c6 mot bi mét nho bé séng ip inh trong long. Toi sép tring x6 s6. Toi nay thoi,
cudc doi toi s€ doi khac. Chiia oi, t6i khong dgi dugc nita roi. Nhitng murdi triéu bang Anh. Thir nghi ma xem, ngay ngay mai thdi, t6i ¢ thé mua duoc



bt cir thir gi ma minh thich. Bat cir thir gi!
T béo trude mit toi dang & muc bat dong san, thé 1 nghidm nhién, t6i nhit n6 1én xem hrdt qua nhimg ngdi nha dat gia. Toi s¢ song & dau nhi?
Chealsea? Notting Hill? Mayfair? Belgravia, t0i doc. Dinh thy biét lap bay phong ngu tuyét dep c6 khu phy danh cho nhén vién va vuon cdy lon. Cha,

nghe ciing 6n ddy chir. Toi ¢ thé tau dwoc mot can bay phong ngu ¢ Belgravia roi Mt t6i liéc nhanh mdt cach méin nguyén xudng bang gié va dimg lai
kinh ngac. Sau phiy nim triéu bang, Ho doi timg Ay co ddy. Sau triéu rudi bang

Toi thiy choang vang va hoi tire gién. Ho c6 nghiém chinh khong vay? Toi lam gi ¢ 61 6,5 triéu bang co chir. Toi chi con khoang... 4 triéu thoi. Hay 1a 5
4y nhi? T6i nhin cham cham vao trang bao, cam thy nhur bi hira. Nhitng nguoi tring x6 s6 phai du kha ning mua bat cir thir gi ho mudn chit - t6i da kip
cam thiy nghéo ting va thiéu thon roi.

Toi gat phang to bdo sang bén 101 Ay tap quang cao day nhirng chiéc vo chan tring phau tuyet dep voi gia £100 mot chiéc. Nhur thé thi hop Iy hon dy.
Khi ndo tring s6 r01, mmh s& chi mua méy chiéc vo chin trang phau dep d€ nay thoi, toi quyét dinh. V2 t6i s& mua thém mdt chiéc girdng miu tring gang

diic va ctra chop bang gd son va ca mit bo vay ngi miu tring mém mai nita..

“Thé gi6i tai chinh thé ndo rdi con?”” tiéng me cét ngang mach suy nghi, i ngude én. Me king xang vao bép, tay van cim tap catald hing Past Times.
“Con da pha ca phé chua? Nhanh nhanh nao, con yéu!”

“Con ciing vira dinh pha day ma,” t6i n6i, nhich mdt budc ra khoi ghé. Nhung, ciing nhu moi lan, me luén ¢ d6 trude t6i. Me véi tay Iy mot hii bang
gomma t6i chura bao gior nhin thay, va niic tirng thia ca phé cho vao binh ca phé madi bang vang,

Me t6i rét khiép nhé. Ba thudng xuyén mua sim dd dac méi cho can bép rdi dem tang nhitng db cii cho céc ctra hang tir thién. Nhiing 4m dun e
moi, nhitng may nuréng banh moi... Ching t6i da ¢6 c4 thay ba chiéc thiing rac mdi trong nim nay — chiéc miu xanh thim, sau d6 i bang crom va bay
gio dang Ia mdt chiéc mau vang bang nhyra trong sudt. Y t6i I, ton kém bao nhiéu tién bac.

122

“Vay nay dep ddy!”” me t0i n6i, nhin ngim toi nhu thé lan dau tién. “Mua & dau thé?”
“DKNY,” 6 li nhi dap lai.

“Xin qua nhi,” ba n6i. “C6 dit khong thé?”

“Khong dit im a,” t6i n6i. “Khoang ndim muroi bang,”

D6 hoan toan khong phai 1 syr thit. N6 dang gia gan 150. Nhung noi Vo me t6i do dac tht syr tri gid bao nhiéu tién cting chéng ich loi g boi dang ndo
me ciing nhdi mAu co tim. Hay, dtng hon, me s& n6i v6i bd t6i trudc — rdi ca hai déu sdc dén nhdi mau co tim, i t6i s& trd thanh tré md coi.

B thé nén viée toi van lam 1 dong thoi duy tri hai h¢ thong. He thong gid ca thire t¢ va hé thong gié riéng cho me. Cling hoi giong voi viée moi thir trong
mot ctra hang gidam gia 20%, va ban di t6i di lui trong dau nham gidm gid cho moi mét hang, Sau mdt thoi gian, ban da kha nhuan nhuyen.

Khic biét duy nhat I, t6i sir dung mdt hé thong thang ddi chiéu, hoi gidng trong thug thu nhdp. N6 bét dau giam tir mirc 20% (néu mdt thir gid thyre B
£20, t61 s€ n6ino gid £16) cho dén mirc... a, t61 90% néu can. Mot 1an t6i mua mdt doi bot gia £200, va t6i bao me chung gia £20 trong dot gidam gia.
Va ba tin toi.

“Thé con dang tim can ho ddy 42" me ndi, liéc thiy miy trang bat dong san qua vai toi.

“Khong a,” toi rdu i dap, 1at mdt trang trong tip quang cdo. BS me t6i ludn tin twdng vao chuyén toi s& mua mdt cin hd. Ho ¢6 biét miy can chung cur
gia bao nhiéu tién khong chir?

“Ma con ndy, hinh nhur théing Thomas vira mua mdt ngdi nha nhé xinh xén & khu Reigate ddy,” ba néi, ra hiéu vé phia nha hang x6m ngay canh ching toi.
“No6 doi doi roi.”” Ba noi diéu nay voi cam giac mén nguyén, nhu thé dang ké véi t61 hén vira duge giai Nobel Hoa binh vay.

“Cha, con thi khong di tién mua chung cu dau,” t6i n6i. “Ca nha nhd hay gi ciing thé thoi.”

Chura d4u, di sao di nita, t6i nghi. Chura cho t6i tim gioy tdi nay. He he he.

“Gip van dé tién nong 4?” bb n6i, bude vao bép. “Con biét ddy, c6 hai cach giai quyét cho vin dé tién nong”

Mt ong lap Fnh, va t0i biét ong chuéin bi ndi cho ti mbt cau danh ngdn ngéin gon khon ngoan nio d6. B ¢ danh ngdn cho bt cir vin dé ndo ton tai
trén doi — cling nhu mdt tuyén tap day nhitng bai tho nim cau hai hudc va ca nhiing chuyén cuoi that khing khiép nita. Cé lic t6i khoai nghe. Cé Iuc thi
khong.

“C.G.C.T,” b6 n6i, hép hay mit. “Hodic K. T.T.”

Ong dirng lai ndi cho thén phan kich tinh con toi thi 1t gié tip quang céo trong tay minh, gia vor khong nghe ong ndi gi.

“C#t Giam Chi Tiéw,” b 6 ndi, “hodc Kiém Thém Tién. Cai nay hodc cai kia. Con chon cai nao, Becky?”

“O, ca hai, con mong duoc nhur thé,” t61 ho hitng dép, gio tiép mot trang khac trong tip quang céo clia minh. Thét long, ti gan nhu thiy thurong cho bd.



S& kha sc voi bo t6i khi con gi doc nht ciia 6ng trd thanh dai triéu phi chi sau mot dém.

Sau bira an, me va t6i di bo tdi hoi cho hang thu cong ¢ truong tiéu hoc trong ving. Thyec ra ti chi di cting me cho vui chir cling ching dinh mua gi—
nhung khi chiing t6i t6i noi, t0i tim thiy mot qudy ban day nhing tAm thiép lambang tay tuyét dep, ma chico £1,5 mot tAm! The 14 t6i mua uon muroi
tAm R&t cude ai ma ching cin co thiép, phai khong nao? O d6 con co ca mot bon trdng cdy canh bang gdm mau thién thanh rit dep voi hinh nhirng cha
voi nho di vong quanh — ma i van hing ndi iy ndm nay ring chiing t6i nén trong thém cdy xanh trong can ho. Thé 1 t61i mua ca cai d6. C6 mdi murdi
ndim bang thoi ma. May hoi cho hiang thi cong kiéu nay thét ré phai khong? Khi di, ban nghi ching toan nhitng thir v6 vAn — nhung rdi thé ndo ciing tim
dugc thir gi d6 ma ban mubn.

Me t6i ciing rat vui vi da tim thiy mdt doi gid nén nita cho bo suru tip ctia ba. Me t6i ¢6 hang loat cac bo suru tp gia nén, gia dung banh mi nuéng, binh
gdm, con thu bang thiy tinh, méu théu va dé théu. (Ca nhan ma n6i, t6i khong nghil nhitng chiéc dé théu nay dang duoc tinh riéng B mdt bd swu tap, boi
ba ¢ rat nhidu, ca mot hom Ay chir, tat ca 1 tir muc quang cao sau tap chi Mail on Sunday. Nhung ba ching bao gioy néi voi ai vé diéu nay. Ma dang ra,
i ciing khong nén nhic lai ching,)

D sao thi ching t6i déu cam thay kha hai long véi minh va quyet dinh di uong mot tach trd. Sau do, trén dudng ra khoi hoi cho, chiing t6i di ngang mot
trong nhirng gian hang thure sur budn t&, khong ai thém dén gin, nhing ngudi t6t bung liéc qua mot Ian rdi ciing nhanh chéng bo di. Anh ching khén khd

dang sau quiy hang trong that dang thwong, thé 1a 01 dimng lai ngam nhin mot chit xem sao. Bao sao khong ai thém dimg lai. Anh chang ban nhitng chiéc
bat g hinh thil ky la va ca nhimg chiéc kéo bang gd cho phit hop nita chir. Nhitng chiéc kéo gd nay thi ding dé lam quéi gi nhi?

“Dep that!” Toi vui vé ndi, cam mdt chiée bat én.

“Lam thi cong bang gd to,” anh ta ndi. “MAat mot tuan dé lam ddy.”

Cha, t6i s& n6i i phi ca tuan ddy, néu ban hoi t6i. N6 ching 6 hinh thi gi cé va gb chi a mdt khéi nhem nhude méu ndu. Nhung khi toi dat né xudng lai
cho cil, trong anh ta dau long 61 mirc t6i thay tdi nghiép cho anh ta va lat n6 1én dé xem gia, nghi bung néu n6 khoan nam bang t6i s&€ mua. Nhung gia nd
t61 nhitng tam muoi bang! Toi chia cho me xem va me hoi biu moi.

“Chinh tac pham nay da duoc dang trén tap chi Elle Decoration thing trudc ddy,” anh chéng rau i ndi rdi chia ra mdt trang bao cat roi. Va ngudi toi
dong cimg trurdie cau ndi d6. Elle Decoration? Anh ta dua day a?

Anh ta khong hé dia. O do, trén trang tap chi ddy méau séc i anh chyp mdt can phong, hoan toan trong rong ngoai trir mdt chiéc tli xach béng da 1on,
mot chiéc ban thap va mdt chiéc bat go. Toi cham cham nhin né nghi hodc.

“C6 chinh xac 14 chiéc ndy khong?” toi hoi, cotora khong qua phén khich. “Chinh x4c 1 chiéc bat nay u?” Khi anh ta gat dau, tay t0i da ndm chat liy
chiéc bat. Khong thé tin duoc. Toi dang cam mdt tac pham trong to Elle Decoration. Tuygt voi biét miy? Gidr ddy toi cam thiy minh that sanh diéu va
phong cach, t6i con ude minh dang mic mot chiée quén lanh tring, to¢ budce gon phia sau lung nhur Yassmin Le Bon cho phi hop.

Piéu nay vira chimg minh ring t6i ¢6 gu thim i tot. Chéng phai toi d4 ty minh lwa chon chiéc bat — xin i, tac phAm nay — déy sa0? Chéng phai toi da
nhAn ra g tri ctia n6 ddy sao? Toi da kip thiy phong khéch ctia ching t6i duge thiét ké lai hoan toan theo chiéc bat, tit ca déumo 40 va gian tién. TAm
muroi bang, Chéng i gi so voi mt tac phim theo phong cach truong ton cing thdi gian nhur thé.

‘Tﬁi‘ s€ mua pé,” 01 noi déy qua quyé"g va kiém trong tii minh tap séc. Van @ 14, t6i tu nhic v6i long minh, nua dd ré thue su 13 mot bién phzig tiég kiém
sai lam S& t6t hon nhiéu néu bo thém mot chit ma mua dugc thir gi d6 nghiém tic ding duoc ca doi. Ma chiée bat nay mang phong cach rat ¢6 dién.
Suze nhat dinh s€ v0 cling an turong cho ma xem

Khi ching t6i vé dén nha, me di thiing vao trong, con t6i dimg lai trén 16 vao, cin than chuyén nhitng mon db vira mua ctia minh tir xe me sang xe toi.
“Becky! Bt ngd qua!”

Oi Chiia oi. P i 6ng hing xém Martin Webster dang dimg ta vio hang rao voi mdt céi bo cao trong tay va mdt ny cudi rong ngoac that than thién
trén khuon mit. Kiéu dé cuia 6ng Martin luon khién t6i cam thay c6 101, t61 khong hi€u vi sao nita.

Ma thre ra thi t6i c6 biét. La boi vi toi biét 6 6ng lu6n hi vong khi lon Ien, t6i s& Iy Tom, con trai 6ng. Nhung t6i da khong vay. Lich st mbi quan hé clia
61 va Tom 12 thé ndy: Tom moi tdi di choi m)t an khi ching t6i déu khoang muroi sau tudi va toi ndi khong, lic d6 t6i dang hen ho véi Adam Moore. Va
d6 ciing 1 diém két thic, on Chiia. Cyc ky thanh that ma n6i, t6i tha cwdi chinh 6ng Martin con hon phéi cudi Tom

“Chau chao chi!” t6i n6i nhiét tinh qua mirc. “Chi khoe khong a?”

“O, ca nha chi déu khoe ca dy ma,” Martin n6i. “Chau da nghe chuyén thing Tom vira mua nha chua?”

“Rdia,” t6i ndi. “O Reigate a? Thich qua!”

“C6 hai phong ngii, mt phong tim, phong tiép khach, va mdt phong bép khong vach ngin,” 6ng ké I6. “Noi thét trong bép dau bang gb soi ngam voi.”
“Oi trdi,” t61 noi. “That tuyét voi!”

“Tom suéng run én v6i ngdi nha ddy,” Martin noi. “Janice!” dng cao giong. “Ra xem ai nay!”



Lét sau Janice xuat hién & thém ctra ra vao, trén ngudi con dang méc chiée tap dé hoa.

“Becky!” ba n6i. “Chau thanh ngurdi la ndo thé nay? Bao lau rdi Ay nhi?”

Gior thi t6i lai cam thdy ¢6 16i vi da khong vé tham bd me thudng xuyén hon.

“Da,” t61 n6i, ¢b ging grong cudi. “C6 chia biét ddy. Chau kha ban ron v6i cong viée rdi da thir khac.”
“O phai roi,” Janice ndi, gat dau that manh. “Céng viéc ctia chau.”

.....

v6i ho ring thuq su khong phai vy — nhung t6i cang phti nhin bao nhleu, ho lai nghi t6i hoanh trang bay nhiéu.. That i nan giai. Gio ho nghi t6i rat gioi
giang va khién ton.

Duisao thi c6 anh hudng dén ai co chir? Noi that thi ciing kha tht vi khi dugc déng vai mdt thién tai trong finh vire tai chinh.
“Véng, thue sur dao nay bon chau ciing hoi ban mot chit.” Toi diém finh n6i. “Vu sat nhap SBG v6i Rutland Ay ma.”
“Phéi r6i,” Janice thi thao.
“Chau nhéc chi moi nhé ddy,” Martin dot nhién noi. “Becky, chau ¢ ddy nhé. Doi chi hai giay.”
ROi 6ng bién mat trude khi t6i kip ndi gi, dé lai toi nguong nghiu mdt minh véi Janice.
&, 161 n6i vu vo. “Chau nghe Tom toan ding gb s6i ngim voi trong nha bép a!”
D6 thye sy B diéu duy nhit ma t6i ¢6 thé nghi ra i n6i. Toi mim cuoi véi Janice, doi ba tra 1oi.
Thé nhung, ba rang rd nhin t0i ddy vui suéng. Khudn mit ba ryc séng én— va tdi chot nhan ra minh da pham mdt sai im to 16n. Péng ra t6i khong nén
nhac dén ngdi nha nho khon khiép ay ctia Tom Pang ra t6i khong nén nhic dén do bép go soi ngdm voi. Ba ay s€ nghi t6i mo trong dén Tom, Vi gio
day cAu ta da co mdt ngdi nha riéng dimg tén cau ta.

“Toan bd 1 gd sdi ngAm voi va gach lat nén Dia Trung Hai,” ba n6i, ddy tir hao. “C6 hai s Iyra chon 1 gach ia Trung Hai va gach cta Farmhuose
Quarry va Tom da chon Bia Trung Hai.”

Trong vong mdt gidy, t6i dd can nhic xem c6 nén ndi t6i s& chon dd ciia Farmhuose Quarry khong, Nhung nhur thé c6 vé hoi qué dang,

“Dé thirong qua!” ti noi. “Va con co ca hai phong ngi nira!”

Lam sao m t6i khong thé thoat ra khoi chit dé vé ngdi nha nho khdn khiép Ay nhi?

“N6 van luon mong ¢4 hai phong ngi ma,” Janice n6i “Hon moi thi, chéu chura timg thiy chuyén ndy, phai khong?” Ba mim cudi y nhi voi toi, va ky cuc
lam sao, t6i nhan thay mét minh bat dau do tmg lén. Sao i lai d6 mat nhi? That la ngu ngdc. Gid thi ba s& nghi a t6i thich Tom. Ba s& hinh dung ra hai
dira t6i & chung trong ngdi nha ddc than d6, cling lam bita i v6i nhau trong cin bép gb sbi ngam voi.

Toi phai noi diéu gi d6 mdi duoc. Toi phai noi o “C Janice, chéu khong hé thich Tom. Cau ta qu cao va hoi thér con boe mii. *“ Nhung lam thé quéi
nao ma 61 ndi ra dugc nhitng diéu ay co chir?

“Cha, ¢6 giri 1o hoi thim cau Ay gitim chau nhé,” t6i nghe minh néi nhu vay.

“Chéic chin rdi,” ba ndi, rdi dimg lai. “Ma né da c6 s dién thoai ciia chau & London chua nhi?”

Ac!

“Chau nghi ] rdi a,” 10 n6i doi, turoi curdi rang rd:. “Ma It no mudn ciu dy dén ddy gip chiu cling duge ma.” Gios thi diéu toi n6i nghe cang gidng mot
cau am chi 16 licu. Toi co thé tudng turong cudc tro chuyén ndy s& duoc thudt lai cho Tom nhur thé ndo. “Con bé hdi moi thir ve can nha moi ctia con. N6
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con bao con goi dién cho né nita diy!
Chéc chin cudc séng s& d& thé hon nhiéu néu nhitng cuég tro chuyén c6 thé tua di tua lai 1di xda sach nhur nhfrng cudn video. Hoaftc gia ban g:é thé bao
ngudi khac khong quan tam t6i nhitng gi minh vira ndi, chéng han nhur trong mot phién xir an. Lam on x6a khoi ho so'moi chi tiét lién quan dén ngbi nha
nho va can beép go soi.

May sao, dung Iic d6, Martin quay trd ra, tay cam mot to gidy.

“Chdu nhin qua cai nay ho chi mjt chit,” ong néi. “C6 chi tham gia quy c6 loi nhuén cia Flagstaff Life muoi lim ndm nay 1di. By gior dang dinh chuyén
sang quy tang trudng lién k&t mdi. Chau xem cé duge khong?”

Toi chang biét gi ca. Ong ay dang n6i cai gi moi duoc chir? Mot ké hoach tiét kiém mdi ching? Lam on dimg hoi gi chéu hét, t6i mudn ndi nhu vay. Chi



di ma hoi nhitng ngudi hiéu ho dang ndi gi dy. Nhung néu ndi vy, ho s& khong con tin toi la mot thién tai vé tai chinh nita — vay nén, toi phai cb hét strc
minh.

Toi ludt qua Imy to gidy v6i phong cach 1 toi mong I ra vé hiéu biét nhit rdi gat g miy cai. D6 1 mdt birc thur hira hen khoan loi nhuén diic biét danh
cho nhitng nha dAu tur chuyén sang quy m6i. Nghe ciing c6 Iy ddy chr.

“Cong ty d6 viét cho c6 chil, néi ring ¢6 thé ¢d chi mudn mot khoan i sudt cao hon trong nhing nam nghi huru,” Martin néi. “Thur con giri kém mot
ban tinh toan lam bang ching nita.”

“Ho con giri tang mot chiéc dong hd bang qua Fic nita,” Janice ndi xen vao. “Hang Thuy ST hén hoi”
“Um,” t6i n6i, chiim chi doc phén tiéu d& birc thur. “Cha, chéu nghil ciing i mot y hay diy a.”

Flagstaff Life, t6i thAm nghi. Toi chiic chin minh vira nghe 6 dau do v& bon ny roi. Flagstaff Life 1 cong ty ndo nhi? A, phai rdi! D6 la cong ty da to
chirc bira ti€p sém panh ¢ Soho Soho. Ding ro. Hom do Elly say dir du va cir bao David Salisbury ctia t& The Times la c6 ta yéu hin. Nghi mi xem,
bubi tiéc d6 hoanh trang kinh that. Hoang trang bac nhat ay chur.

Hirm. Nhung ma con gi nita khong nhi? Con gi mé i vira moi nghe khong nhi? Téi gii miii ¢6 nho Jai... nhung quén mat rdi. Ma ciing c6 thé t6i da
nhdm

“T6 chirc nay ciing duge xép hang 1 mdt cong ty chir chaw” Martin noi.

“O ving,” t0i n6i, ngang mét kén. “Trong finh vire ndy ho duogc dénh gia cao lim ddy.”

“Tbt rdi,” Martin n6i, trong rit thoa mén. “Néu Becky nghi ddy 1 mot y hay...”

“Véng, nhung chau nghi khong chi nén nghe minh chau!” T6i ndi nhanh. <Y chéu 1 mot nha tur vAn tai chinh s& biét nhiéu diéu hon ddy a...”
“Nghe n6 n6i kia!” Martin n6i, cudi khiic khich. “Con bé i mot chuyén gia tai chinh thue thy rdi dy.”

“Chdu biét khong, Tom thinh thodng ciing mua tap chi ctia chéu ddy,” Janice chen vao. “Khong phai vi biy gior n6 dang ¢6 nhiéu tién rdi mubn doc vé vu
thé chp hay gi du... Ma n6 néi nhitng bai bo ctia chéu rét hay! Tomnéi...”

“Cau 4y tir t& qua!” toi ciit ngang, “Cha, chau phai di bay gio. Gap lai ¢6 chi vui qua. Cho chéu giri 1o hoi thim Tom!”

Va 10 t6i tré nhanh vao nha dén ndi dau gbi toi va ca vao khung cira. R toi thiy ¢ chit 4y ndy, va udc rang minh d4 tam biét hai nguoi tir té. Nhung
tht that! Néu t6i ma con nghe thém mot tir nao vé Tom va cai bép chét tiét cua cu ta nita, toi s€ phat dién.

Tuy nhién, dén e ngdi xem churong trinh x0 s6 qudc gia thi t6i d& quén moi thir vé ho. Ching ti da ¢6 mdt bita t0i ngon tuyét — Ga Provencale ctia cira
hiéu Marks and Spencer, va mt chai Piont Grigio tuyét ci meo ma t6i mang ve. Toi bict ga Provencale 1a cua ctra tiém Marks and Spencer vi t6i da
mua nd, chi vai lan thoi. T6i con nhin ra ca ca chua va 6 lu phoi trang, tat ca moi thir. Me t0i, tat nhién, van ra vé nhu me ty nau ching, véi bi quyet
riéng cua ba.

T6i khong hiéu sao ba lai phién ha nhu thé. Han s& ching c6 ai dé tim— nhét 1 khi chi co bd va t6i. Va v t6i 1, hién nhién trong can bép nha ching ti
ching bao gid ¢ ti nguyén lidu twoi sdng ndo. C6 rit nhiu hdp céc tong va rét nhidu dd an sin — ngoai ra khong c6 gi nita. Thé nhung me ching bao gio
thira nhn ba mua do an sin, ngay ca khi déy 14 mdt cai banh dyng trong hop gidy bac. B ti s& an nhimg cai banh day nim m bang chat déo va mude
x6t loét nhoét nhur thé, rdi n6i voi bd mit thin tung, “Ngon tuyét, em yéu”. Va me toi s& mim cudi dép lai, hoan toan mén nguyén v6i ban than,

Nhung ma i nay, khong phai I banh goi gidy, ma Ia gi Provencale. (Cong bang ni 16, t6i cho rang n6 trong nhur thé nha lam vy — trir viéc s€ khong
ai cét 6t do nho ra nhu vay cd, ding khong? Nguoi ta con nhiéu viée quan trong hon & 1am.) Dii sao thi chiing toi ciing chén hét va uong khé nhiéu Piont
Grigio, chi con mjt mau banh tao & trong 1o — va ti da d& xudng, vé nhu tinh ¢, rang ching ta ctng di xem tivi ndo. Boi vi, theo nhur dong ho thi
chuong trinh x6 s6 Qudc gia da bat dau. Chi vai phit nita thoi, chuyén y s& xay ra. Toi khong chd ndi nira.

May niin thay, bd me toi khong phai [ nhimg nguoi thich néi chuyén vé chinh tri hay sach vo. Ching t6i cap nhat tin ttre cho nhau, t6i ké cho bd me v&
cong viéc cua toi, con b6 me ké cho t6i vé ky nghi ctia ho & Corsica — cudi ciing thi chiing t6i ching con chuyén gi & n6i. Ching ti can xem tivi, nhur
mot thir dé tiép tuc budi tan chuyén.

Thé 1 ca ba nguoi rong réin vao phong khéich, b ti bét chiéc 1o sudi chay bang khi dét rdi bt tivi lén. Va day roil Chuong trinh x0 s6 qubc gia xuat
hién trén man hinh mau rye r8. Cac ngon dén vut sang, va Dale Winton dang tréu dua cuing Tiffany tir EastEnders, va nhu moi khi, khan gia ho hét rat ho
hoi. Da day t6i cang lic cang co thét lai, con tim t6i dap thum thup thim thup. Boi chi it phit nita thoi, nhitng qua bong kia s& duoc quay. Chi it phit nita
thoi, t0i s€ trd thanh triéu ph. Toi biet rd rang minh s€ 1a tri¢u phu.

Toi binh tinh nga ngudi trén ghé banh, nghil xem minh s€ lam g khi tring giai Y 6i la ngay khi biét minh tring. Toi s€ hét Ién chir? Hay t6i s€ gitt im king?
Ma c¢6 khi chang nén n6i cho ai trong vong hai muroi bon gio dy chir. C6 [& t6i khong nén n6i cho bat ky mdt ai.

Suy nghi m6i me nay thure sur lam t61 ngd ngang. Toi s& la mdt nguoi théing x6 sé bi mat! Toi s& nhan duoc tat ca Sé tiéq ma khong co chit &p lyc nao
het. N@u moi ng}I(‘)i hoi t61 tai sao ¢d thé mua nhi€u 516 hi€u nhur the thi t6i chi can ndi véi ho 1 61 dang lam thém rat nhi€u théi. Pung roi! Va t6i s€ bi mit
thay d6i cudc song ctia ban be t6i, nhur mdt thién than tuyét di¢u.



T6i chi m6i twéng turong ra cai nha t6i c6 thé mua ma khong ai biét s& to dén mirc ndo thi mdt giong ndi trén tivi danh dong toi

“Céu héisd ba.”

Caigico?

“Con vt ma 0i yéu thich nhit |z con chim hong hac boi vi nd méu hong, 10ng xii, va ¢6 doi chan dai” Co gii ngdi trén chiée ghé bong dudi cap chén dai
bdng bay ra khién khan gid hét sttc phan khich. Toi sting s6t nhin c6 ta cham cham. Chuyén gi thé nay? Tai sao chiing t6i lai dang xem chuong trinh Blind
Date?

“Hoi trude xem cai show ndy con thiy budn cudi,” me t6i noi. “Bay gior thi xudng ddc roi.”

“Thé em bao nd nhi nhd v& van 4?” b t6i vin lai day hoai nghi.

“Bd oi, thit ra, ching ta cd thé quay lai...”

“Emkhong bao bay i n6 budn cudi. Emnéi a...”

“BO!” 161 ndi, ¢b ging khong t6 ra bon chdn quéa. “Ching ta ¢6 thé chuyén vé kénh BBC1 mdt lat duge khong a?”

Bind Date bién mét va t6i thd phio nhe nhdm. Lat sau, mit nguoi dan 6ng dimg ddn xuét hién trén man hinh.

“Diéu mi canh sét da khong tinh t6i,” 6ng ta n6i voi giong 4m mii, “4 nhimg nhan chimg khong du kha nang...”

BbI”

“Ci lich phat s6ng dau rdi?” dng sbt rudt hoi. “Phai cé chuong trinh gi dy hay hon céi ny chir.”

“Sép 6 chirong trinh x5 s6!”” T6i gin nhur thét Ién. “Con mudn xem x6 s6!”

T6i hoan toan hiéu ring du t6i c6 xemnd hay khong ciing ching anh huéng gi dén co hoi tring gidi cua toi — nhung ma t6i khong mubn bo mit khoanh
khéic tuyét voi do, phai khong? Ban c6 thé cho ring t6i hdm ham mot ti, nhung toi cam thiy ring néu t6i xemné thi bang cach ndo d6 t6i c6 thé giao tiép
v6i nhirng qua bong qua mén hinh. Téi s& nhin ching chiim chii khi ching quay tit rdi nhe nhang hién ra nhitng con sb tring gii ctia t6i. Nhur thé tng ho
mot d6i bong vay. Boi 1 69 16 23 44.

Ciing c6 thé nhitg con s6 s& khong theo diing trt tyr nhur vdy, phai khong?

Poi44 12369 16. Co thé. Hay A Dgi23 6 1.

Bdng nhién c6 mdt trang phao tay, Martine McCutcheon d hat xong ca khiic ctia ¢6 ta. Oi Chiia oi. N6 sip dién ra rdi. Toi sdp doi doi roi.

“X6 s6 da tro nén thirong mai hoa qua mirc rdi, phai khong?”” me i n6i, khi Dale Winton din Martine dén ci nit do. “That déng xdu hd.”

“Emn6i gl co, nd trd nén thurong mai hoa?”” BS t6i van lai,

“Trude day nguoi ta choi x0 sb dé hd tro hoat dong tir thién.”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén d6! Dimg c6 ngd ngan thé! Chang co quy tir thién ndo hét. Tt ca chi la ban than, ban than, ban than.” B 6i chi cai diéu khién vé
phia Dale Winton va man hinh tat phut.

“BO!” Téi la kén.

“Thé anh nghii khong ai quan tim dén quy tir thién ha?”” me i n6i vao khodng ling.

“Anh khong ndi thé.”

“BO! Bat lai di,” t6i thét Ién. “Bat-lai-di-a!” Toi dang chuén bj gianh By c4i diéu khién, thi bd bét tr6 lai.

T6i nhim cham chim vao man hinh, khong thé tin vao mét minh nira. Qua bong dau tién da roi xudng. Va I s6 44. S6 44 cua toi.
«... xuat hién ba tuin trude. Va day 1 con s thir hai. Va do i s6 1.7

Toi khong dong day duoc nira. N6 dang dién ra, ngay trude miét toi. Toi sép thing x6 s6 tht rdi. Toi thue su sdp tring x6 s6! Toi sdp tring giai x6 s6
khon khiép d6 roi!

By gitr khi n6 chudn bi dién ra, toi cam thiy la thudng. Nhu thé ca doi minh t0i da biét didu nay s& xdy ra. Ngdi d6 yén king trén chiéc ghé soff, t0i cam
thay minh nhur thé dang trong mdt thude phim tai li€u doi thurong ve ban thin minh. “Becky Bloonwood da tham biet rang mdt ngay nao do ¢d sé tring



x0 s6. Nhung khi ngay d6 t6i, ngay ca ¢o ciing khong doan trude duoc...”

“Va thém mjt sb bén dudi nita. S6 3.”

Céi gi co? Tri 6 t6i tinh lai va t6i nhin chiim chim vao man hinh sting s6t. Khong thé nao. S6 23 chir.
“Va s6 2, con sb thuéng tudn trude.”

Toi cam thiy lanh budt ca nguoi. Cai quéi gi thé nay? Nhitng con s6 ndy 14 thé nao?

“Va lai mt con 36 bén dudi nira! S6 4. Mot con 56 kha phd bién— n6 da xut hién an thir muroi hai trong nam nay. Va cubi cing B... s6 6! O, chira
bao gio! Day la lan dau tién! Bay gio, hily sap xep chung theo thur ty...”

Khong Khong thé néo. Sai st ¢ dau rdi. Daly sb tring doc dic khong thé | 1,2,3,4,5,44. Dy khong phéi | mdt day s6 x0 s6, n6 k... no B mot sy tra
tan.

Toi sép tring kia ma. T6i sép tring,

“Nhin kia!” me t6i n6i. “Thét khong thé tin dwoc! 1-2-3-4-5-44.”

“C6 gi ma khong tin duoc?”” bd i dap. “Ciing gidng nhu nhiing day s6 khéc thoi ns.”

“Pau co!”

“Jane, em khong biét ti gi vé& x4c sudt 42"

Toi dimg ddy, king I& ra khoi phong khi nhac higu churong trinh x0 s6 qubc gia trén tivi két thiic. Toi vao bép, ngdi xudng ban, viii dau vao long ban tay.
Thyc sy thi t0i thdy run run. Lam sao i khong tring duoc co chir? Toi sap song trong mt can nha lon, sdp dinghi & Barbados vdi tat ca ban be, va
sap vao tiém Agné b nua tat ca nhitng gi toi muon. Biéu d6 duong nhur rat that.

Con bay gio, thay vao do, to1 ngdi trong ciin bép ctia bb me, khong c6 ndi tién cho mdt ky nghi, va t6i moi dét tam muroi bang vao mot cai bat gd ma
tham chi t6i ching thich chit ndo.

Kho so, toi dat 4m dun nude 16i nhiat Women’s Joural Ién, gio qua gior lai — nhung am thé cling chang gitp t6i vui Ién chut nao. Tét ca moi thir déu nhac
t6i nhé dén tién. Co thé Cit Giam Chi Tiéu la m6t bién phap. Tuong trong ma xem.. 010 thét lung budc bung dé tiét kiém sau muroi bang mot tuan.
Toi s& ¢6 £6.000 sau mdt trim tudn.

Va bong nhién tri 6¢ t6i thirc tinh. Sdu nghin bang. Ching ghé gém gi, phai khong ndo? Néu nghi k' thi tiét kiém sau muroi bang mot tuan c6 khé im
dau. Chd d6 chi bang méy bita in thoi. Y t6i i, tham chi ta con ching nhén ra y chi.

Chia o1, ding 101, Toi s& ]am nhu ‘Vvdy. Sau nmuroi bang mot tudn, hing tun. Thét tuyét voi! Toi s& hoan toan lam chu tai chinh cva minh — va khi t6i thanh
toan hét cac hoa don toi s& van tiép tuc tiét kiém. Tan tién s& trd thanh mot thoi quen ciia toi. Va cuo1 ndm t6i s& vung tién cho mot vu dau tur ¢d dién,

ching han mot bd vay Armani. Hoac c6 thé 1 Christian Dior. Dii sao ciiing phai B mdt thir déng cép.

Toi s& bt dau vao thir Hai ndy, t6i phan khich, xic mot thia socola Ovaltine vao coc. Pidu ndy s& am t6i khong tiéu bt ctr thir gl. Tét ca tién tiét kiém
cua toi ctr tich dan Ién, roi toi s€ giau. Chuyén s€ tuyét voi lam day!

OCTAGON > Tai ning... phong cach... tim nhin
PHONG DICH VU TAI CHINH

TANG 8 TOWER HOUSE

DUONG LONDONWINCHESTER S0 44 3DR

Gri ¢6 Rebecca Bloomwood S thé thanh toan 7854 4567
Canhg s62

S6 4 duong Burney

London SW6 8FD

Ngay 2 thang Ba nam 2000

C6 Bloomwood than mém,

Theo nhur s6 séch ciia ching t6i, héa don Thé Bac Octagon gan ddy nhét ctia ¢6 van chua dugc thanh toan. Néu c6 da tra tién trong mdt vai ngly vira



101, xin hily bo qua 14 thur ndy.

Hoa don ctia ¢ hign nay da Ién t6i £235,76. Khoén phéi thanh todn nho nhéit k £43,00. C6 ¢6 thé thanh ton béng tién i, séc, hogic thong qua phiéu
tin dung chuyén khoan duge dinh kém & phia duéi. Ching t6i rat mong sém nhin dugc khoan thanh toan cta ¢o.

Trén trong,

John Hunter

Quan ly Tai khoan Khach hang

OCTAGON > Taindng... phong c4ch... tim nhin

PHONG DICH VU TAI CHINH

TANG 8 TOWER HOUSE

PUONG LONDONWINCHESTER S0 44 3DR

Gri c6 Rebecca Bloomwood S thé thanh toan 7854 4567

Canho s6 2

S6 4 dudng Burney

London SW6 8FD

Ngay 2 thang Ba naim 2000

(6 Bloonmwood thin mém,

Day 1a thoi diém tiéu xai tt chura timg c6!

Trong mdt thoi gian c6 han, ching t6i dang khuyen mai thém NHIEU DIEM THUONG Voi tat ca giao dich trén £50 qua The Bac Octagon™ - vi thé
ngay lap tirc hiy ndm Iy co hdi dé cong thém nhidu diém hon nira vao tong s tién ctia ban va gianh Iy nhitng phan qua danh cho nhitng ngudi tich

diém

M6t vai phan qua hap dan do :

Mot i da Y 1.000 diém

Mot 16¢ sim panh hong 2.000 diém

Hai vé méy bay dén Paris** 5.000 diém

(S diém hién nay ciia ban 1a: 35 diém)

Va xin nhé rang, trong sudt thoi gian khuyén méi dac biét nay, khi tiéu £5 ban s& dugc cong thém 2 diém! Ching t6i rit mong ban s& tham gia tich curc
vao churong trinh khuyén méi dac biét nay.

Tréan trong,

Adrian Smith

Quan Iy Dich vy Khach hang,

* tror cdc khoan thanh toan ¢ quan an, hiu thuéc, sap bdo, va tiém lamtéc

Ban dang doc truyén Ti Thii Cia Mét Tin D6 Shopping duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.


http://ebookfull.net

Chuwong 5

SU TAN TIEN. Sy gian di. D6 14 kim chi nam méi ciia t6i. Mot cude sdng méi, mde mac, nhur ngudi tu hanh trong d6 t6i ching tiéu mdt dong ndo hét.
Khong tiéu mdt ddng ndo. Y t6i 1, thir nghi xem, hang ngdy tAt ca ching ta hoang phi bao nhiéu tién? Khong nghi ngd gi, t6i dang méic no chit it. Va ddy
khong phai 16i ctia 61, thit ddy. Toi don thudn chi bi cudn di boi 16i song thure dung phurong Ty, thir ma ban phai ¢6 sirc voi mdi ¢ thé khang cur lai.
Chut it thi d6 I nhimg gi ma cudn sach moi cia t6i béo.

Thé ndy, hom qua, khi di ciing me dén cira hang Waterstone dé mua sach giai tri, t6i d kén toi quiy sach tir gitp minh va mua duoc quyén sach hay nhét
ma t6i tirg doc. Thanh that m ndi, n6 s& thay doi cuje doi to1. Bay gio, 161 dang mang n, trong tli xach cta toi. Tua sach la Kiém sodt ddng tién cta
ban cia David E.Barton, nd thyuc sur tuyét voi. N6 noi rang tat ca ching ta déu c6 thé quing tién qua cira s6 ma chang hé dé ¥, va da sb ching ta ¢6 thé
d& dang cat giam chi tiéu xudng con mdt nira chi trong vong mot tuan.

Chi trong mot tuan!

Ban chi phai lim nhitng viéc nhur tir lim sandwich thay vi dén nha hang va di xe dap thay vi ding tau dién ngam. Khi ban bét ddu dé y dén no, ban ¢ thé
tiét kiém & bat ctr chd nio. Nhu David E.Barton néi, ¢6 rat nhiéu niém vui mién phi ma chiing ta bo qua vi qué ban tiéu tién, nhur 1 di cong vién, vién bao
tang hay niém vui nho nhé ctia mdt cugc tham thit mién qué chang han.

Thir nghi xem, tai sao chiing ta khong cho nhing thong tin nay vao t& Successful Saving? N6 ching hitu ich hon biét v& mdt don vi tin phiéu m6i ¢6 thé
tao ra loi nhudn hay khong sao? Y t6i I, vdi ké hoach nay ban c6 thé kiémra tién ngay 1ap tirc!

Tét ca déu rit d& dang, troi chay. Va diéu thi vi hon ca I, ban phai bét dau tir viéc di nua sam! Quyén sach ndi ring ban nén bt diu bang cachkéra
tirng mon hang trong mot ngay chi tiéu binh thuong va 1ap mot biéu db. N6 nhén manh ring ban phai luon thanh tht va khong duoc dot ngdt cét giam
hay thay d6i théi quen mua sim ctia minh, that may mén cho t6i, thir Sau 1 sinh nhat ctia Suze v ti phai mua qua cho c6 4y.

Thé I vao séng thir hai, t6i ghé qua tiém Lucio trén duong di lam de mua mdt cbe cappuccino ¢& by va mot cai banh socola, nhur toi van thuong ding
Phai tha that i t6i cam thiy hoi budn rau khi tra tién, boi day I coc cappuccino cudi cung va cai banh socola cudi cting ctia ti. Sy tan tién mGi s& bt
dau vao ngay mai— va cappuccino bi cam. David E.Barton néi ring néu ban ¢6 thoi quen udng ca phé thi iy lam & nha va mang ca phé dénco quan
trong mdt cai binh con néu thich n do an nhe ban nén mua banh gia ré 6 siu thi. “Nhing ctra hang ban ca ph¢ dang lira tién ban cho nhitng thir ching
hon gi nurée sdi va polystyrene,” David ndi vay va toi cho ring Ong ta ding, Nhung t6i van nhé nhirng cbe cappuccino budi sang ctia minh. Du vy, ti
da hira v6i minh s& tuan thi nhitng quy tic trong cudn sach — v t6i s& lam thé.

Ra khoi tiém ca phé, nim chéit cde cappuccino cudi clng, 10 nhén ra réng minh khong c6 cai binh no dé dung ca phé. Khong sao, t0i s& mua mjt ci.
Co6 may cai binh ma crém bong loang ¢ tiém Habitat. Gior déy nhitng chiéc binh da trd nén sanh diéu hon. Toi nghi ca haing Alessi c6 the cling da san xuat
mot loai. Chang tuyét sao? Uong ca phé tir mot cai binh Alessi. RO rang 1a ngau hon cappuccino dong hdp roi

Thé I t6i vira divira phon pho. Khi qua tiém Smiths, t6i ghé vao mua miy quyen tap chi dé tiép tuc cong viéc ctia minh — va t6i con mua mot cudn sb
mau bac xinh xéin va mot cy bit dé ghi lai tit ca nhimg gi minh da tiéu. Toi chic chan s& cuong quyét vé chuyén nay vi theo nhwr David E.Barton ndi thi
chinh viéc ghi lai cac khoan chi tiéu sé cé tac dung cét giam Thé 13 khi dén chd lam, t6i bét dau liét ké.

Cappuccino £1,50

Banh £1,00

S6 £3,99

But £1,20

Tap chi £6,40

Tong cong cho dén gior ... £14,09.

Chtia oi. Thé i qua nhiéu, trong khi bay gio moi 1 9h40 phit sang.

Nhung mé s6 va bt thi khong tinh, ding khong? Ching chi nhur k nhimg thir can thiét khi di hoc thoi. Y t6i k, Bim thé quai néo c6 thé ghi lai nhitng
khoan chi tiéu ma khong ¢ so va bt chir? The 1a 61 trir 2 khoan d6 di va bay gio tong chi tiéu a...£8,40. D& hon nhicu day.

D sao di nira t6i ciing d3 dén toa soan. C6 I& ca ngiy t6i s& khong tiéu mdt cic ndo nira.

Thé ma tr6 tréu thay, khong tiéu gi qua_ 13 nhiém vu bt kha thi. PAu tién i anh ching phong ké toan qua chao va lai mjt moén qué chia tay nita phai ting
R t6i phai ra ngoai an trua. Toi rat kiém ché voi cai banh sandwich ctia minh — t6i chon nhén trimg va cai xoong, thir ré nhat & tiém Boots trong khi toi
chéng thich ching teo nio.

David E.Barton noi rﬁng khi ban thue suf‘n(:) le, nhét I trongﬂgiai doan dau, thi ban nén tw thu’(mgq cho minh - thé 1a t6i léy mit it dau tim dira ctia hing
Natural nhur mt sy khen thirong nho. R6i t6i nhdn ra 1a c6 diem thudng kép cho loai kem dudng am t6i dung,

T6i mé diém thuéng, Ching ching phai | mdt phét minh tuyét voi sao? Néu ban tiéu tién dén mot mirc ndo d6, ban s& nhén dugc nhing phan thuong



dang gia, nhur 1 mot ngity im dep & khéch san ching han. Ging sinh ndmngodi t0i kha khon 10i — t6i tich luy diém thurong dén khi gomdu dé mua qua
gidng sinh cho ba t6i. That ra chuyén L thé ndy, 161 da tich luy duoc 1.653 diém— va t6i can 1.800 dlem dé mua cho ba mjt bo 10 quan tdc. Thé 13 t6i
mua cho minh mt lo nuréc hoa Samsara to t6 chéng, va nd cho toi thém 150 dlemthuong nita — va r01 61 ¢6 bo 16 quan toc hoan toan mién phi! Chi co
diéu, t6i ching thich mrdc hoa Samsara cho im— nhung t6i chiing hé nhén ra diéu d6 cho dén khi v& nha. Thoi, bo di.

Céch khon ngoan dé sir dung diém thurdng - dé c6 nhirg mon hoi diic biét — d6 Ia hay niim Ky co hdi va tin dung ching, boi vind s& khong dén véi ban
lan nita dau. The I t6i tom lay ba lp kem gitt am va mua ching, Biém thudng kép! Tien ca ma.

Xong xudi, gio toi phai di mua qua sinh nht cho Suze. Thyc ra t6i d& mua cho ¢6 4y mdt bo tinh dau thom rdi — nhung mé hém no 6i da nhin thiy chiéc
40 len 1ong tho mau hong tuyét dep ctia Benetton, t6i biét ¢o Ay s& rat thich. T6i hoan toan c6 thé giit bo tinh dau thom lai hoic ting cho ai d6 vao dip
giang sinh ma.

Va t6i vao ti€ém Ber}etton va nhat ]éy chiée 4o len‘m‘iu héng. Toi dang chuéin bj tra tién thi... t6i chot dé y théy ho cling cé loai mau xam nita. mot chiée
40 len hoan hao, mém mai, mau xam 16ng chim bo céu, voi nhitng chiéc khuy nho tréng nhur ngoc trai.

Oi lay Chua Ban biét khong, van dé 1a t61 d& mong wdc ¢ mot chiég 40 len 16ng tho mau xdm xinh xan tir u Bmrdi. That dﬁy. Ban c6 thé hoi Suze,
me t0i, tat cd moi nguoi. Va mdt dicu nita 13, t61 van chura thue sy bat dau ché do tan tién cua minh ma, ding khong nao? Toi mdi chi dang c6 kiem soat
minh thoi.

David E.Barton ndi rang toi phai cu xir tir nhién hét mirc ¢6 thé. Nén thure su, t6i phéi lim theo himg thi tyr nhién i mua céi 4o d6. S& 1a sai néu khong
nua. Picu do s pha hong tat ca.

Cai 4o chi c6 45 bang, Toi da tra bang VISA.
Ma suy cho cling thi — 45 bang I cai g} trong danh séch tiéu xai khong 10 ciia t6i? Y i 13, nd ching 1 c4i quai gi hét, ding khong?

Thé 14 t6i mua. Cai 4o len nhé nhén hoan hao nhit thé gian. Moi nguoi s& goi toi | C6 Gai Mac Ao Len Xam Téi s& duoc sdng trong nd. That s, d6 1
mdt khoan du tu.

Sau bira trua, t6i phai dén thim Image Store dé chon anh bia cho ky béo ’tiép theo. DAy thue su 1 cong viée yéu thich nhét ciia t6i — toi chél}g hiéu sao
Philip luén day nd cho ngudi khac. Viée ndy don gian chi 3 ban s€ phai dén va ngdi udng ca phé ca budi chiéu, ngam nhin hang hang nhiing tam phim
anh.

Boi vi, dinhién a ching t6i khong ¢ quy dé thiét ké trang bia ctia riéng minh. Chuia oi, khong, Khi t6i lin dau bat tay vao nghé béo, t6i da nghi d minh
s€ di san anh va gap nhitng cd nguoi mau xinh dep, va tan huong nhitng thoi khéc ruc r that sw. Thé nhung thire té i td bao ciia toi tham chi con ching
¢6 Ay mdt phong vién anh. Tat ca nhimg a an phim ctia ching toi deu str dung cac thur vién anh nhu Image Store, va cac buc anh thuong ctr Ip di lap lai.
Nam ngodi, cé mit birc anh con hd dang gAm m tham chi da xuét hién trén trang bia cua it ra i ba ban béo c4o tai chinh c4 nhan khac nhau. Tuy nhién,
doc gia thi khong may may quan tim dén diéu d6. Ho chéic chin khong mua tap chi chi @& xem Kate Moss.

Piéu t6t lanh I tong bién tap cta Elly cing khong thich chon anh trang bia — va ho ciing sir dung Image Store. Thé I ching t6i luon sip xép dé o thé di
ctng v6i nhau va tan hurou tan vuron vé nhiing birc anh. Con tuyét voi hon nita I Image Store ¢ tan Cong Notting Hill, va ban duong nhién ¢6 thé nhin
nha didi vé vé. Thuong thi, t6i con chang thém nghi dén viée tr6 lai van phong. Qua that déy la mot cach tuyét voi dé tan hudng mot budi chiéu trong
tuan.

T6i dén d6 trude Elly, toi ndi khé véi co gai & quiy tiép tan, “Becky Bloomwood tir & Successful Saving”, wdc gi toi ¢6 thé n6i “Becky Bloomwood tir
Vogue™ hay “Becky Bloomwood tir Wall Street Journal”. R6i t6i ddt minh lén mot cdi ghé mémboc da den, gio lu6t qua mdt cuon catalo nhitng bire anh
Vé céc gia dinh hao nhoang hanh phiic, cho dén khi mdt trong s6 nhitng anh chang sanh diéu im viéc & d6 dan i dén cai ban duoc thip sang danh riéng
cho to1.

“T6i i Paul” anh ta ndi. “Toi s& trg gitip c6 hdmnay. C6 da du kién tim gi chua?”

“A..7 61 n6i, va iy C}lén s ctia minh ra. Ching t6i d c6 mit bpéi hop vé trang bia ngiy hom qua va cudi cing da quyét dinh chi fié A “Quéan ly tiénﬂ
bac: Pat duge Can bang Hop Iy”. Va trude khi ban guc dau xudng vi chan nan, cho t6i n6i thém thing trurde bia tit 13 “Tai khoan tiét kiém: Hay thir kiem
tra”.

Tai sao khong thay bang ching ta héy thir mot lan kiém tra kem nhuém da nhi? Thé ddy.

“T6i dang tim nhirng birc anh v& c4i can,” t6i n6i, ctii doc ban danh sach ciia minh. “Hozc day thing bing, xe dap mot banh...”

“Nhitng birc anh vé sy théng bang” Paul néi. “Khong thanh van dé. C6 c6 ding ca phé khong?”

“C6, camon anh” t6i hén ho va nga hung ra ghé. Ban hiéu y t6i chir? O ddy thit qua tuyét voi. Va toi dugc tra tién dé ngdi trén cai ghé nay, ma ching
phai lam gi ca.

Mt lat sau, Elly xudt hién cting v6i Paul, va t6i ngd ngang khi nhin ¢6 dy. C6 4y trong thure sy sang trong, trong mt bo ddm mau tim hoa ca, va di giay
cao got.

“Nhitng btrc anh vé van dong vién boi 1i, thuyén, va Chau v’ Paul n6i véi co.



“Chinh xac” Elly n6i, quéing minh vio c4i ghé bén canh toi.
“Dé t¢ doan nhé”, t61 ni. “Cai gi d6 vé tién t& dang troi ndi”

“Diing vay”, Elly n6i “Chinh xfc |z *Chau u: Chim hay N&i2” * C6 Ay noi véi giong kich diéu bo khién i va Paul cing cuoi khiic khich. Khi Paul 3 di
ra, t6i bét dau nhin Elly tir dau dén chan,

“Sao trong cau ngon lanh vay?”

“Té lic ndo trong cha lich su” c6 Ay lang tranh “Cau biét mi”. Paul da trd lai véi mot cai xe day chét day nhimng tAm kinh anh va c6 4y chii dau vao
chiing. “Nhiing céi nay Ia ctia cau hay ctia t6?”’

Cb 4y dang danh trong lang. C6 chuyén gi vay?

“C6 phai cau vira di phong van vé khong?”” toi hoi khi nay bat y ra nhw mdt thién tai. CO dy nhin toi, d6 mt, rdi kéo mdt tAm kinh anh ra khoi chiée xe
day.

“Nhitng nsn xiéc” ¢6 Ay n6i “Dién vién tung himg, DAy 1 nhitng thir cau can 42

“Elly! C4u vira di phong van phai khong? Néi cho t& dil”

Mot khoang im king. Elly nhin chiim chim vio tam kinh anh, rdi nging lén.

“U” ¢ Ay tra 1o, mim moi lai “Nhung ma...”

“That tuyét” toi reo 1én khién miy ¢6 gai dom dang & goc phong ngude 1én. “Cho to ndo?”” t6i ndi nhd hon “Khong phéi to Cosmo chir?””
Paul ¢t ngang ching t6i. Anh ta budc vao véi mdt tach ca phé va dat né truée mit Elly.

“Céc van dong vién boi 161 da dén” anhta ndi, nhoén miéng cuoi 1oi dira.

“Cho to ndo thé?”” t6i nhic lai. Elly thi tuyén qua nhiéu no, toi khong thé ndo nhd hét.

“Cho Wetherby” ¢ 4y ndi, mit do bumng,

“Quy dau tu Wetherby?” C6 Ay kh& git dau khién t6i nhiu miy ngd ngang. Tai sao cd Ay lai thi tuyén vao quy dau tr Wetherby? “Ho ¢ mdt tap chi ndi
b6 a?”

“Té khong thi tuyén im phong vién & d6” ¢o Ay thp giong tra 101 “T6 thi tuyén im nguoi quan Iy quy”

“Céi gi?”” t6i n6i, hoan toan stmg sot.

T6i biét ban bé thi phai tng ho nhing quyét dinh trong cudc song ctia nhau. Nhung ma t6i xin 16i. Mot nguoi quan ly quy 42
“Té chéc chang thé nhan duoc cong viée d6 dau” c6 noi, ngoanh di chd khac. “Ciing chiing phai chuyén gi to tat”

“‘Nhung ma...”

Toi khong noi nén 1oi. Lam sao Elly ¢6 thé nghi dén viéc trés thinh mdt nha quén 1y quy duoc chir? Cée nha quan Iy quy khong phai nguwdi binh throng,
Ho 14 nhitng ké ma ching t6i van ché gicu trong cac chuyén tac nghiép bao chi.

“Day chi a mdt y tudng thor” co bao bién. “C6 I& t& mudn cho Carol thiy t6 ¢6 thé immdt viée khac. Cau hidu chir?”

“Vay n6 nhur 1a mot... cong cu dé mic ca ha?” t6i danh bao.

“U” ¢ Ay dép, kh& nhin vai. “Ding ddy. mdt cong cu mic ca”

Nhung ma ¢6 dy n6i ¢6 vé khong thuyét phuc cho im—va c6 dy ciing khong hiing héi tan gu sudt ca budi chiéu nhur moi khi. C6 chuyén gi véi ¢d dy
thé nhi? T6i van ti€p tuc nghi ngoi vé chuyén do trén duong tir Image Store vé nha. T6i di xuong Dai 1o Kensington, qua duong, va ludng lu trude hiu
Marks and Spencer.

Ga tau dién ngim & bén phai. Céc cira hiéu thi & bén trai.

Toi phai I cac cira hiéu di. Toi phai thye hanh tiét kigm, vé thiing nha, v& biéu do chi tiéu. Néu can gii tri. Toi ¢6 thé xem vai chuong trinh TV mién phi
thi vi va tyr ndu mdt it stp vira ré vira bo dudng,

Tuy nhién, cha c6 gi vui trong budi tdi hom nay, 1t ra a cho dén churong trinh EastEnders. V2 t6i khong muén an stp. Toi thire s cam thiy can cd mit



céi gi d6 dé m t6i vui lén. Hon nira - dau oc t6i quay cudng — toi s& tir bo ‘gét ca chuyén nay vao sang mai ding khong? Thé ndy gidng nhur bit dau mia
chay vay. Day la ngay mua banh kép cua to1. Toi phai tranh thi trude khi tuan an chay bat dau.

Trong con phén khich. T6i phong ra Trung tam Barkers. Minh s& khong phat cudng dau, o tir hira v6i minh. Chi la mjt mén b nho dé minh manh thém
thoi ma. T6i da mua céi 4o len — nén s€ thoi quan 40... tOi ciing d& mua mAy doi gidy méi xinh xin ngay hom trude — nén ciing thoi... méc dii c6 vai doi
prada rat dep ¢ hiéu Hoobs... Hirm, t6i khong biét nita.

Toi dén khu il pham ctia Barkers va dot nhién toi nghii ra. DO trang dlem' D6 dung I thir toi can. Mot cy chai mi moi, va ¢6 thé mot thoi son mbi moi
nita. Thit phdn khoi toi bat du keon b quanh can phong sang trung, 4m p, xit nurée hoa, va thoa son Ién mu ban tay minh. Toi mudn mot thoi son mau
that nhat, t0i quyét dinh. Kiéu nhu méu be/hdng, va mot cay but ké moi di kém véi no..

O quy Clarins, sy cha y ciia t6i 6 don vao mot tim bién khuyén mi lon.

MUA HAI SAN PHAM DUGNG DA BE NHAN MOT TUI

TRANG DIEM MIEN PHI, BAO GOM CAC LO NHO SUA

RUA MAT, NUOC HOA HONG, KEM DUONG AM, SON MOI

MUA THU RUC RG, CHAI MI SIEU PAM VA MAU THU'

NUGC HOA EAU DYNAMISANTE. NHANH CHN LEN SO LUGNG CO HAN.

Tuyét ctii méo! Ban c6 biét son mbi cua Clarins thuong dit thé nao khong? Con by gio, hoan toan mlen phi! Him hé, t61 b0'1 tung ddng san pham dudng
da lén dé chon mua 2 thir. Kemthoa ¢ thi sao nhi? Toi chura bao gior ding loai niy. Con lo dudng dm tai tao ndy nita. Va rdi toi duoc mdt thoi son

mién phi! Qua A mjt m6n hoi,

“Xin chao” t6i néi v6i cd ban hang trong bd ddng phuc mau tréing, “T6i mudn Iy kem thoa cb va dudng Am tai tao. Va mdt tii trang diéni” ti thém vao,
bong dung t€ liét khi nghil rang minh c6 thé da dén qua mudn va hang khuyén mai da hét.

Nhung ching chura hét! On Chia. Khi thé VISA cia t6i dang lam viéc thi c6 ban hang dura cho t6i cdi i trang diém mau d6 bong 16n (phai thira nhan 1
nd nhd hon t6i mong doi), tdi ham hd mo n6 ra. Va day, chic chan 161, thdi son mién phi ctia toi!

N6 cd mau ndu do. That sy thi, hoi la. Tuy nhién néu dénh clng voi nhitng loai t6i dang c6 va thém mdt chuit son bong thi s& rat tuyét.
Khi v& dén nha, t6i mét Iir. Toi m& clra cin hd va théy Suze nhdy bd ra nhu mdt con ctin con.
“Cau c6 gi thé?” ¢o Ay hét lén.
“Khong dugc nhin!” t6i gao lai “Céu khong duge phép nhin! Day 1a qua ctia cau”
“Qua clia t6!” Suze curc ki khodi sinh nhat. O, thuc ra thi, t0i ciing thé.

Toi chay vao phong ngii va gidu tti d6 Benetton vao ti quan 40. Roi 16i tat ca moi thir toi da mua ra va chop 15){ cudn s6 mau bac xinh xén dé Liét ké moi
khoén chi tiéu ctia minh. David E.Barton khuyén rang viéc nay nén lam ngay lap tirc, trurde khi cac chi tiet o thé bi quén.

“Céu udng gi khong?” giong ciia Suze lanh 16t ngoai cira.

“Co, cho t& vail” t6i dap, tiép tuc viét va mot lat sau co éy dem vao mit cde ruou.

“Mot phit nita i dén EastEnders” c6 Ay noi.

“Cém on cu” t0i lo dang ddp, tiép tuc viét. Toi dang tuan thi luit ¢ ctia cudn sach mdt cach chinh xéc, By tit ca moi hoa don ra va chép lai, va t0i cam
thay kha hai long voi ban than minh. Biéu d6 cho thay, ding nhu David E.Barton n6i, chi can mdt chut chuyén tam, moi ngudi déu cé the kiem soat chi
tiéu ctia minh.

Nghit di nghi lai, ¢6 1€ t61 d& mua hoi nhidu sita dudng 4m hom nay, phai khong nhi? Thire sy ma n6i, khi 6 qudy Clarins, mua lo dudng 4m t4i tao, toi da
quén mat miy lo t6i da mua 6 hiéu Boots. Thoi, khong sao. Liic ndo ma ban chang cén sita dudng dm Déy i nhu yéu pham, nhu la banh mi hay Ia sira,
ma David E.Barton thi noi rang ban khong nén tan tién nhu yéu pham. Trir diéu do ra thi t6i nghil minh da thue hién khong dén ndi ndo. Tat nhién, t6i
chua cong tat ¢4 lai, nhung ma...

Puoc 1di, day i danh sach cudi ciing va hoan chinh ctia t6i:

Cappuccino £1,50

Banh x6p £1,00

S8 £3,99



Biit £1,20

Tap chi £6,40

Qua chia tay £4,00

Sandwich triig, céi xoong 99 xu

Déu tim dira £2,55

Kem dudng 4m & Boots £20,97

Hai céi 40 len £90,00

Bita t6i chuén 35 xu

Kemthoa ¢6 Clarins £14,50

Dudng am Clarins £32,00

Tai trang diém Mién phi!

Déu chudi £2,00

Banh ca r6t £1,20

Va tht ca tong cong 1...£177,96.

T6i nhin chiim chiim vao con s nay, hoan toan sbc.
Khong, xin 161, khong thé thé nay dugc. N6 khong thé chinh xéc. Toi khong thé ndo tiéu hét hon £170 trong mot ngay dugc.

Y t6i 1, thim chi khong phai I ngay cudi tudn. Toi con & toa soan. Toi khong thé 6 dii thoi gian dé tiéu timg Ay tién. C6 sy nham An ndo chiing. C6 thé
t61 da cong nham. Hay 1a cé thé t6i vict cai gi day hai lan.

Toi dira mit soi lai c4i danh sach can than hon va bét chot khung lai trong chién thing. “Hai c4i 4o len” t6i da biét ma! Toi chi mua...
O phai. T6i dd mua hai c4i, ding chir? Khi gié. Néan qué di mét. Thoi t6i di xem EastEnders day.

OCTAGON » Taindng.. phong cach... tim nhin

PHONG DICH VU TAI CHINH

TANG 8 TOWEL HOUSE

PUONG LONDON WINCHESTER S0 44 3DR

Giri chd Rebecca Bloomwood S thé tharh toan 7854 4567

Canho s6 2

S6 4 duong Burney

London SW6 8FD

Ngiy 5 thang 3 nim 2000

C6 Bloonwood than mén,

Camon c6 vé tim séc £43,00 vira dén hom nay.

That tiée, thm séc chura duoc ky. Chi la mot chut so sult vé phia c6. Vi thé 161 gui lai co tAm séc, va mong c6 ky nd i chuyén lai cho chiing t6i.
Chéc I ¢6 biét, viéc thanh toan ndy da cham 8 ngay.

Toi rit mong nhan lai tAm séc da duoc ky cua co.



Tréan trong.

John Hunter

Quan ly Tai Khoan Khach Hang

. NGAN HANG ENDWICH.

CHI NHANH FULHAM

S6 3 duong Fulham

London SW6 9JH

Guri ch6 Rebecca Bloonwood

Canh s6 2

S6 4 dudng Burney

London SW6 8FD

Ngay 5 thang 3 nam 2000

C5 Bloomwood than mén,

Camon co vé tin nhén tra 101 tw dong ctia ¢6 vao Chi Nhat ngay 4 thang 3.
Toi rét tiéc khi nghe tin con ch6 ctia ¢ da chét.

Tuy nhién, t6i budc phai d& nghi ¢b gip toi hoac trg Iy ciia t6i, Erica Parnell, trong vong vai ngdy t6i, dé thao luan tinh hinh cta co.
Tréan trong,

Derek Smeath

Giam dbc

. ENDWICH - BOI CHUNG TOI QUAN TAM.

Ban dang doc truyén 7w Thi Cria Mot Tin Do Shopping dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chuwong 6

MOI THU BEU ON, i qua quyét ngiy hom sau. Van dé 1 khong duoc dién 1n vi s6 tién ta da vo tinh tiéu ngiy hom qua. N6 nhu nude chay qua
cau. Piéu cdt 161 1a hom nay t6i s& bit dau cude sdng chit bop moi ctia minh. K& tir gioy trd di, t6i s& khong tiéu mdt dong nao hét. David E.Barton ndi
rang ban nén dat muc tiéu cit giam nira sb chi tiéu trong tuan dau tién, nhung toi cho ring minh ¢6 thé m t6t hon thé nhidu. Y t6i 1, t6i khong mudn thd
16 nhung ma nhitng cubn séach tir gitp minh ndy chi danh cho nhimg ké khong ¢6 chut tur chii ndo, ding khong? Va thé 1a t6i bo hit thude mot cach dé
dang, (Trir nhitng lic xa giao, nhung cai nay khong tinh.)

T6i cam thiy rat phan chan khi tyr im cho minh mdt chiéc sandwich phomat va gbi n6 trong gidy bac. Toi da tiét kiém duoc vai bang, chi nho m nhur
vay! Toi chwra ¢6 binh (chic t6i s€ di mua vao cudi tuan), nén t6i khong thé mang theo ca phé, nhung cd mot chai nrde dao ép trong ti lanh the 1a t6i
quyét dinh s& demno thay the. Thir nay con bo dudng nita chr.

That dang thic niic 1 tai sao moi ngudi lai di mua sandwich & cira hang. Hay xem tu minh m ré va d& dang thé ndo. Va diéu nay ding voi ca mon ca ri
nita. David E.Barton ndi rang thay vi ra ngoai nua d6 an san, ban nén hoc cach ndu ca ri va do chién, véi gia thap hon nhicu. Va do 1a dieu t6i s€ lam
cudi tuan nay sau khi da dén vién bao tang hay Ia di dao doc bo sdng van canh.

Khi di doc ga tau dién ngim t6i cam thay rat thoai méi, thu gian. Hoi lanh nira d dang khéc nita. Hay nhin tat ca moi nguoi trén phd xem, hot hai di lai,
chang nghi duoc thir gi khdc ngoai tién. Tién, tién, tién, mot ndi 4m anh. Nhung khi ban tir bo moi thir vé tién thi nd clﬁng con dang la gi nira. Toi cam
thAy minh da thay di suy nghi hoan toan. Giam duy vat, tang duy tim. Thién vé tdm linh. Nhu David E.Barton n6i, tit ca ching ta déu khong thé danh
gi4 duoc hét nhimg gi minh dang s& hiru. Anh séang, khong khi, sur tir do, tinh bang hitu... Y t6i 13, diy moi i nhimg thir déng quan tim phai khong?


http://ebookfull.net

Toi gan nhu sg' hdi trude nhimg sy bién d6i da bat dau trong t6i. Vi dy nhu khi t6i bude qua sap bao ¢ ga dién ngam thd o liéc nhin khong chit mong
mubn mua bat cir mit quyén tap chi ndo. Nhimg cudn tap chi khong ¢6 chd trong cude séng mdi ciia ti. (N6i thém 1 t6i da doc hau hét ching.)

Thé 13 t6i budc én tau, camthayrat tao nhi va trm finh, nhw mot nha tu hanh, KhltleuongtauOga cudi, t01dlthangqua hang ban giay giam gia
khong thém quay lai nhin, rdi di qua uon ¢4 hiéu Lucio’s. Khong cappuccino. Khong banh xp. Khong tiéu gi hét - chi di thing dén co quan.

Pay I thoi diém kha nhan rdi trong thang cho cac phong vién to Successful Saving, Chiing t6i vira hoan thanh xong chii d& mdi nhat dé tap chira doi, co
nghia 13 ching t6i ¢6 thé Twdi biéng chiang im gi hét trong vai ngiy ti, trudc khi ciing bt tay vao chi dé tiép theo. Tét nhién, dang I chiing t6i cting phai
nghién ctru bai v& cho thang ti. Thét ra, hom nay t6i phai goi dién cho mot loat nguoi moi gidi chimg khoan, hoi ho vé nhirmg ménh dau tu trong 6 thang
t61. Nhung t6i da biét tong ho s& ndi gi. Jon Burrrins s& tiép tuc vé Van dé co phleu thurong mai dién ttr, George Steadman s€ hing hai voi may cong ty ky

thudt sinh hoc ti hon, va Steve Fox s& néi vdi ti rang ongta van mubn tix bo trd cd phleu 8 bt dAu modt trai tao g10ng dén mirc ndo.

Ca budi sang trdi qua ma t6i ching kim duoc viée g, chi d6i dwoc min hinh ché may tinh ctia minh thanh 3 con ¢4 vang va mot con bach tude, va viét
dwoc mdt ban dé nghi cong tac phi. Thanh thure mi ndi, t6i khong the tap trung vao cong viée dugc. Toi nghi A t6i qua hd hoi vé con ngudi hoan toan
m6i ctia minh. Tdi ¢t ¢b ging ngdi dém xem dén cudi thang t6i s& tiét kiém durgc bao nhiéu tién va mua duoc thir gi & tiém Jigsaw.

Dén gi0 &n trua, 61161 ci banh sandwich boc bac ra — va lan dAu tién trong ngiy hom do, t6i cam thy hoi chan nan. Céi banh da wét siing, mdt it e
sOt da thimra ca giay goi, trong nd thue sur chang ngon miéng chiit nao. Thir t6i ao wdc bay gior |a mdt 6 banh mi 6¢ chd Pret & Manger va mdt thanh
s0cola hanh nhan.

Khong duoc nghi dén né, t6i kién quyet tu diéu chinh. Hay nghi dén viec minh dang tiét kiém duoc bao nhiéu tién. Va thé a bang cachnao do, t6i da ép
minh &n cai banh tir lam wdt siing, va uong mot it nude dao. An xong, t6i quang gidy gdi di, vain chat ndp chai nude dio ép va tong né vao cai ti lanh nho
Xiu ctia phong t6i. Va thé 1a da hét... 5 phit trong thoi gian nghi trura.

Thé bay gio minh s& Am gi nita nhi? Pi d4u bay gio?

Toi khf) s6'ngdi & ban. Chiia o, c4i sur tin tién that khé thue hién. Toi doc ludt qua vai tap tai licu... 1di nghén ¢ 1én, ngdng qua cira sd, noi nhimg ngudi
mua sdm bén ron trén pho Oxford dang tim chat vao nhiing ti dd. Toi mudn ra ngoai d6 kinh khing, t0i thye sy dang trudn ngudi ra phia trude, nhu
cdi cdy vuon ra dén nang, Toi dang mo vé nhitng 4nh den ryc 1 va khong khi 4 4map, vé ddy day hang ho, tham chi ¢4 tiéng bip ctia may tinh tién nita.
Nhung 61 khong thé di. Sang nay t6i d tyr nhi1 ring ca ngy minh s& khong bén mang dén cc ctra hiéu. T6i da hira véi ban than minh — va t6i khong thé
that hira vi chinh minh duoc.

R01 t01 bat ra mot y tudng tuyét voi. Toi can mua cong thirc mon ca ri dé tw ndu ¢ nha, dung khong? David E.Barton n6i nhitng quyén sach ndu an déu
rat phi tién. Ong n6i ban nén dung nhitng cong thirc in ¢ trén bao bi do an, hodc Ia muron sach cua thur vién. Nhung t6i c6 mbt ¥ twong con tuyét voi hon.
Toi s& dén hiéu sach Smiths dé copy ra mot cong thire dé ndu mon ca ri cho t6i thir Bay. Bang cach d6, t6i co thé vao cira hiéu ma ching tiéu dong ndo.
T6i nhanh nhen dung day, vo Iay 40 khodc. Ctra hiéy, ta dén day!

Khi budc vao hiéu Smiths t6i cam thiy ca than thé minh thur gian thoai méi. C6 mdt ma hre thdi thic ban di vao nhimg ctra hiéu - bét ky cira hiéu ndo —
ma ban kho c6 thé cudng lai duoc. Mot phan 1 do sur hao hire, mdt phén I do khong khi ndo nhiét goi moi, mot phan don gian chi 1 do sy moi me
dang yéu ctia moi mon do Nhitng quyén tap chi mdi tinh, nhung cay but chi mai tinh, nhu'ng cy thude do goc mdi tinh. T6i da khong con can thude do
goc tir nam murdi mot tudi — nhung khong phai ching xinh xan, sach tinh, va that ngan nép trong hop sao? C6 ca mjt 16 do van phong phammm hiéu
nhan con bao ma tdi chura thiy bao gioy, va trong vai gidy t6i suyt bi cam dd nan lai. Tuy nhién t6i da bat minh sai budc qua, thing xudng cudi ctra hiu,
noi c6 hang déng sach.

C6 ca mdt chudi dai nhimg cudn sach day nau mén an An D9, va t6i nhit ngau nhién mot quyen, lrdt qua may trang dé xemminh can loai cong thirc
ndo. Trude day toi khong biét mon An lai cau ky dén thé. C6 16 t6i nén chép ra vai cong thirc, dé cho chic chan.

T6i canh giac nhin quanh rdi 16i s6 va bit ra. Toi kha than trong vi toi biét hiéu Smiths khong thich khach hang copy thong tin trong sach cta ho. Ly do ti
b1et didunay 1 vi Suze da mot an bi moi ra khoi hiéu Smiths & Victoria. C6 4y dang copy trang ban db chi dudng, vi ¢d ay quén mét, va ho bao co dy
ring hodic mua quyén sach hoc ra ngoai. (Piéu do thét ching cong bang chit ndo, trong khi ho cho ban doc tap chi mién phi, ding khong?)

Cudi cing thi khi da chic khong c6 ai i nhin minh, t6i bt dau chép cong thirc mon “Tom him Biriani”. Toi mdi chép duoc nira s gia vi thi mdt co gii
trong b dong phuc ctia WHSmiths lai gin, thé 14 t0i voi vang dong cubn sach vao, bude vai bude gia vo nhir dang timkiém. Khi nghi minh d3 an toan,
61 lai m& quyén séch ra — nhung trurde khi t6i viét thém duge chit ndo, mdt ba cu nic chiée 4o choang mau xanh bién n6i to, “C6 gi hay khong, ¢d bé?”

“Gico a?”, 101 noi.

“Cudn sach 4y!” ba cu Ky c4i 6 chi vé hudng cudn sach. “Bac mubn c6 mdt mon qua cho c¢d con dau, nd 1 nguoi An D9, nén bac nghi s& chon mot
cuon sach day nau mon An that hay. Cudn d6 c6 dugc khong cung?”

“Chau e 1a chau khong rd a” t61 n6i “Chau da doc dau”

“0” ba cyndi va bét dau di khoi. Toi can phai ngim migng va chi tim vao cong viéc ctia minh — nhung ma t6i khong thé m thé duoc, theé 1 toi cat
giong “XlIn 161 bac — nhung chi ay chic phai bict nhiéu cong thirc nau mén An roi chir a?”

“Ai co cung?”’ ba cy quay lai noi.



“Con déu béac a!” Toi di bat dau hdi han chuyén nay. “Néu chi dy 1 nguoi An D thi chéic chi Ay biét ndu mén An chir a?”

“0” ba cu ndi, ba cu trong rat bdi rdi “Thé thi theo chéu bac nén mua gi?”

Oi Chta oi!

“Chéu khong biét niva.” t6i n6i. “Hay | mot cubn séch... vé cai gi khic ching han?”

“Y kién hay dy” ba cu hoan hi va tién lai gin t6i. “Chi cho bac v6i ndo, cung”

“Vang” t6i ndi, nhin xudng miy cai gid sach mot cach vo vong, “Thé chi dy quan tim dén diéu gi a? Chi y... c6 so thich gi dic biét ndo khong a?”
“N6 thich khong khi trong inh” ba cu trim ngim. “Bi dao ¢ vimg thén qué”

“Tuyét” t6i thd phao nhe nhdm. “Thé thi sao bac khong ghé qua khu sach du lich va chon mdt quyén sach vé di dao?”

Toi chi cho ba cu khu sach do 10i voi Vi quay lai tiép tuc viéc copy ctia minh. Toi dén khu ban bang dia, noi liic ndo cling Ving vé, va nip sau gia dé )
nhimg cu6n bang chuong trinh Teletubbies. Toi nhin quanh xem ¢6 ai khong, 161 lai m& cuon sach ra. Bugc 164, trang 214, “Tom him Biriani”.. 6 tiép
tuc chép, va khi t6i moi chép gan hét cac gia vi thi mdt giong ndi nghiém nghi vang én sat canh tai t6i, “Xin 101 ¢6”

Toi hoang qué, gidt manh cai bit ra khoi cudn s6, va khén khd thay, quét mot vét dai mau xanh lén tAm anh mon com basmati. Toi voi [y tay che vét
mire va quay di mot cach hon nhién. mot ngudi dan dng miic so mi tréng ¢ deo thé tén dang nhin t6i khong bang long,

“Pay khong phai 1 thur vién cong cong, ¢ biét ddy” 6ng ta noi.

“T6i chi dang hra sach thoi ma” toi lip hemva nhanh tay d6ng quyén sach lai nhung ngon tay cua nguoi dan ng tir dau moc ra da chen vao trang sach
trude khi t6i kip dong, Ong ta tir tir mé cubn sach ra va ca hai ching t6i cling nhin chim cham vio vét mire Biro xanh.

“Lyra sach I3 mot chuyén” dng ta ndi mot cach nghiém nghi “pha hoai ctra hang lai I chuyén khac”

“Day chi 3 mdt tai nan thoil” t6i néi. “Anh da m t6i gidt minh!”

“HirmY” ong ta n6i, va lwom t6i. “Thuc sur thi ¢ co ¥ dinh mua cudn sach nay khong? Hay mdt cudn sach nao khac?”
Im king mdt lic - i, that xau hd, t6i dap “Khong”

“Toi hiéu rof” Ong ta n6i, mim chéit mbi “Bugc 0, t0i ¢ k& chuyén nay phai duoc trao ddi voi ba quan Iy. Hién nhién. gior ching t6i khong thé ban cuon
sach ndy nita, d6 1a ton that cho ching t6i. Moi c6 di voi toi va thudt lai cho ba ay mt cach chinh xac ¢6 da lam gi khi tai nan xay ra...”

Ongta khong dua ddy chir? Dang I8 6ng ta phai tir t& ndi ring clving van dé gi dau va rafmg t01 ¢o mlén mot thé khach hang trung thanh khong chir. Tim
t1 bat déu dép thinh thich hoang loan. To6i phai lam gi bay gio? Hién nhién, t6i khong thé mua quyén sach, dudi ché do tiét kiém cua t61. Nhung t6i cling
khong hé nuon gap ba quan Iy chit nao.

“Lynn?”” ngudi dan ong goi ¢d gai & quay ban bit. “Co im on goi ba Glenys cho t0i nhé!”

Ong ta khong dua chit ndo. Ong ta trong rat ha hé voi ban than, nhu thé 1 vira m6i bt qué tang duoc mdt tén trom viit. Ho ¢6 thé khoi t6 t6i vi da vé
vao sach hay khong? C6 thé d6 1a tdi co y pha hoai tai san. Toi s€ c6 tién an, 61 s€ khong bao gio duoc sang My nita.

“Thoi dugc 16, 16i s& mua cudn sach, duge chwa?” t6i tire twdi noi. “Toi s& mua quyén sach chét tiét nay” Toi giat quyén sach khoi tay nguoi dan ong rdi
chay ra quay tinh tién trudc khi 6ng ta kip noi gi.

Pung canh t6i & quﬁy tinh tién 13 ba cu mic 4o khoac xanh lic ndly, ba cy hoan hi ndi to, “Bac da nghe 16i chau! Bac da chon cho con dau mot cubn sach
v¢ du lich. Bac nghin s¢ rat thich!”

“O hay qua!” t6i dap, dura cubn sach dé quét mi vach.

“Tyra d& cudn sach 1 dudng téi An D™ ba cu ndi, gio quyén sach day com mau xanh én. “Chau da nghe An ndo chura?”

“0” 61 ni. “Da, 101, nhung ma...”

“£24,99 ctia chi” c6 thu ngan cit ngang.

Cai gl co? Toi hoang hét nhin ¢6 ta. 25 bang, chi cho may céi cong thire? Tai sao t0i lai khong v& mdt quyén ndo ré hon nhi? Chét tiét. Chét tit. Hét stre
n]{én cudng, t6i ]ﬁy thé tin dm}g dua cho c6 ta. Pimua sam la mot chuyén, bi ép mua thir minh khong muon lai 1a chuyén khac. Y t6i 1a t61 tham chi ¢
thé mua mdt b do 16t xinh xén voi 25 bang do.

Doi lai, 10i ngim nghi tén duong v, minh s& c6 thém nhidu diém thudng moi trén the hoi vién. Gié trj twong dwong véi... 50 xu! Va bay gid i c6 thé m
ca dong ca ri ngon tuyét va tiet kiém lai dugc so tien da phi pham dé. That ra, t6i s€ coi cudn sach nay 1a mot sy dau tu.



Toi khong mubn ba hoa, nhung trir lin mua bén d6, 10 thure hién khé tt trong méy ngiy tiép theo. Nhitng thir duy nhat t0i mua | mdt c4i binh béng
cromrat dep dé mang ca phé dén co quan. (Cting mot it hat ca phé voi mot miy xay ca phé). Va mit it hoa va sdm panh cho sinh nhét cta Suze.
Nhung thét ra 1a t6i dugc phép lé.tqdiéu 51('), ’béi Vl nhur David’ E.Barton n6i, ban phai tran trong ban bé minh. C)ng noi chia bz’inh voi ban be 1a mot trong
nhing hanh dong gian di xa xwra nhat, thiét yéu nhat cta doi song con nguoi. “Pumg bao gio ngimg tang qua cho ban minh.” Ong néi. “Ching khong can
phai dat tién — hily st dung 6¢ sang tao va ¢d gang ty minh [dm nhitng mén qua.”

Thé 13 t6i mua cho Suze nira chai sam panh thay vi ca chai— va thay vi mua banh stng bo dat do tir cira hang, i s& tur im chiing vai thir bot nhao dic
biét ma ban co thé lay tir nhitng tuyp bot.

T d6, ching toi di ra ngodi &n dém & ti¢gm Terrazza v6i anh chi ho ctia Suze | Fenella va Tarquin— va thi thit, d6 1 bita t6i kha t6n kém Nhung
khong sao, bai vi cai d6 tinh 1a chia banh véi ban be. (Trir chuyén banh mi ¢ Terrazza 1a banh mi Y ca chua phoi nang gia £4,50 mit 0.)

Fenella va Tarquin dén ic sau gio va vira nhin thy ho 1 Suze da reo 1én thich thi. T6i vAn ¢ yén trong phong va tiép tuc trang diém, tri hoén viée phai
chay ra ngodi dé chao ho. Toi khong két Fenella va Tarquin Eim. Thét sy thi, ti nghi ho hoi bt binh thudng, Ma truée hét a & ngoai hinh cia ho bt
binh thudng. Ho déu rit giy £0, nhung lai to xwong, va du c6 ham ring hoi ho. Fenella con c6 chit dé y dén quan 40 va trang diém nén tréng khong
qua t€. Con Tarquin thi, n6i thang ra la tréng nhu mot con soc. Hay la mot con chon. Hay 1 mdt sinh vat xurong xiu bé i ndo ddy. Ho ciing lam nhiing
diéu la king nira. Ho di dao bang xe dap d6i, méc 4o len chui § ong gidng nhau duoc ba via gid dan cho, va n6i thir ngdn ngir ciia gia dinh m chéng ai co
thé hiéu dugc. Vidu nhu ho goi sanwich la “witchy”. Va d6 udng 1a “titchy” (trir khi n6 1 nude, thir duoc goi la “Ho”). Chi timg d6 thoi ciing du khién
t01 phat buc roi.

Nhung Suze lai mé tit ho. C6_ 4y d4 trai qua nhiing mia he thoi tho 4u vdi ho & Scotland nén ¢ 4y khong hé thiy ho ¢ chit khac thudng nao. Pidu toi
t€ nhat 1a c6 ay bat dau noi vé witchy va titchy khi ngoi véi ho.

Tuy nhién, t6i chang thé lim gi dugc - bay gio ho da ¢ day 101 Toi chubt mascara xong, dimg dy va soi gwong. Toi kha hai long v6i hinh anh cta minh.
Toi dang mac mdt bo quan 40 den gian di - va, cudn ho quanh ¢ 61 1 c4i khan Iong Ry, 1bng Ry, hiéu Denny and George. Chua oi, that 1 déng dong
tién. Trong n6 thit tuyét voi.

To1 ludng hy mot chut, 101 danh mo cira dira.

“Chao c4u, Bex!” Suze n6i, ngude nhin voi anh it long lanh. C6 4 4y dang ngdi khoanh chan trén san hanh lang boc qua, con Fenella va Tarquin dang
dimg bén canh, ngim nhin. Ho khong ¢ c4i 4o chui diu gidng nhau hom nay, on Chiia. Nhung Fenella lai mic mot cai vay do ky cuc may bang vai tuyt
16ng, con Tarquin thi mic mdt bd vest trong nhur thé duoc may tur thoi Thé Chién 1.

“Xin chao!” t6i n6i i hon timng ngudi mdt cach lich sy.

“0i, troil” Suze hét Ién, 16i ra mot birc tranh c6 khung ¢ ma vang. “Emkhong thé tin duoc! Emkhong thé tin duoc!” Co 4y nhin hét Tarquin dén Fenela
V61 doi mit lap lanh, va t6i liéc nhin bir tranh qua vai ctia Suze. Thanh that ma n6i, ti chang the thiy an turong noi. Nhin thoang qua, trong né that ban
thiv- miu xanh, mau niu lem nhem bao phii- va hon the nita, chi la mbt con ngwa dang dimg yén trén canh dong. Y t6ila I€ ra n6 phai dang nhay qua
hang rao hay chom Ién hay dai loai thé chit? Hoéc 1a n6 dang phi nude kiéu trong Hyde Park, trén hung 1a mdt quy c6 méc b vay de thuong nhu trong
Kiéu hanh va Pinh kién chir.

“Chtic Mimng Ngay Toi Té!” Tarquin va Fenella n6i dong thanh ( DAy lai 1 mdt chuyén nita. Ho goi sinh nhat i ngdy t6i ¢, ké tir khi... Oi Chia oi. Thét
qua nhat nh&o dé giai thich.)

“N6 qua 1 Iong Ry, t6i nhiét tinh noi. “Qua 1 rit dep!”

“Pep qua phai khong?” Tarquin néi mdt cach tha thiét. “ Hay nhin céc séc miu ma xem.”

“Um, rat dé thwong,” t6i ni, gat dau.

“Va ca nhitng nét v& nita. Thét tinh t&. Bon anh da ngd ngang khi nhin thiy n6.”

“Qué 1 mdt birc tranh tuyét dep,” t6i noi. “Khién ban chi muén.. phi nrde kiéu xudng ving qué thon da!”
Toi dang ndi didu v& van gi thé nay? Tai sao t6i khong thé trung thire m ndi ring t6i khong thich n6?
“Em c6 hay cudi ngira khong?” Tarquin n6i, nhin t6i voi mot thoang bat ngd.

Toi da cudi ngra mbt Jan. Con ngwra ctia anh ho toi. Toi d4 ngdl lin d6 va thé ring s& khong bao i tréo 1én lung ngra nita. Nhung ma t6i khong dinh s&
tht1 nhén diéu d6 voi Ngai Ngua ctia Nam

“Trudc em ciing thudng cudi,” t6i tra 104, khe kh& mim cudi khiém t6n. “Nhung khong gioi Em”

“Anh chic 1 em & léy lai phong d9 théi,” Tarquin néi, nhin t6i chdm chim “Thé emd3 di sin bao gio chua?”



Pi san? Nhitng con c4o nhé 1bng day 4? Anh ta ¢6 dua khong déy?

“Nay,” Suze n6i, thich thi treo birc tranh Ién twong, “Ching ta lam mdt chit titchy trude khi di da chi?”
“Tét nhién roi!” t61 n6i, quay hung lai voi Tarquin. Y kién hay ddy.”

“0, phai” Fenella noi. “Em c6 sam panh khong?”

“Chéc 1 c6 ddy” Suze n6i, va chay vio bép. Pring liic d6 dién thoai reo, va t6i toi nghe.

“Xin chao”

“Xin chao, lam on cho t6i ndi chuyén vdi c6 Rebecca Bloomwood?” Mot giong phuy nit la cét Ien.

“Vang” t61 dap bang quo. Toi dang ling nghe tiéng mo va déng ti bép va tur hoi khong biét ching toi con it sim panh ndo khéng trir nira chai ching t6i
da uong trong bita sang... “Toi nghe.”

“Chao c6 Bloomwood, t6i I Erica Parell & ngan hang Endwich,” dau kia n6i va toi nhu 8 iét,

Khén that. Ngan hang goi. Chuia oi, ho da giri cho t6i 14 thu d6 diing khong va t6i chira hé lam diéu gi dap lai.
To61 phai ni gi bay gio? Nhanh en, t6i phai noi gi?

“Co Bloonwood?” Erica Parnell ndi.

Puoc rdi, t6i s& n6i rang toi hoan toan nhan thirc dwgc 1 s6 tién chi trdi ctia t6i co hoi virgt qua gii han, va tdi s& c6 nhimg bién phap khic khyc trong
vai ngy toi. Ping roi, nghe 6n day. “Bién phap khic phuc’ nghe rat xudi tai. Puoc 161 - noi di.

Toi cuong quyét tyr nhii khong duge hodng hét - nhitng ké d6 ciing k ngwoi - va hit mot hoi thit séu. Va rdi, bét chot va khong dinh trudc, tay toi dat
ong nghe xuong.

T6i nhin chim chiim vao c4i dién thoai yén lang trong vai gy, gan nhu khong thé tin duoc didu t6i vira am. Toi lam thé de 1am gi? Erica Parnell biét d6
13 t6i ma, diing khong? Co ta s& goi lai bt cir lic ndo. C6 thé biy gidr ¢d ta dang nhan nit goi lai ciing nén, va ¢d ta s& rat tirc gidn.

Toi voi rit day dién thoai ra va nhét né dudi ghé sa long. Bay gio ¢6 ta khong thé goi cho minh dwoc nita. Minh an toan roi.
“Ai goi thé?”” Suze hoi trude khi bude vao phong.

“C6 ai dau,” t6i dap, ¢b nan ra mot nu cudi rang 1. T6i chi khong mudn kim hong ngay sinh nhét ctia Suze voi nhitng van dé ngd ngén ctia minh. “ Nhim
s0 thdi ma.. Nghe ngay, dung uong & day. Ra ngoai uong di!”’

“ U Swze néi,” duoe thoil”

“S& vui hon nhiéu,” t6i Eip bép, ¢ ging dé c6 khong nhin cai dién thoai. “Chiing ta s& dén nhimg quén bar that dep, ubng cdc-tai, rdi di dén tiém
Terrazza.”

To1 nghi trurc mit t6i s& cai hién sb tat ca cac cude gol. Hodc tra 1oi dién thoai bé.ng giong nude ngoai. Hodc, thdm chi t6t hon 1a ddi sb. Bién khoi danh
ba dién thoai.

“C6 chuyén gi thé?”” Fenella xuat hién & cira va hoi.

“C6 gi dau,” t6i nghe thdy minh n6i. “Ching ta s& ra ngoai kiém titchy, roi di an t6i.”

Oi t6i khong thé tin duroc. Toi dang bién minh thanh mot trong s6 ho.

Khi dén tiém Terrazza, t6i da thiy binh tish hon nhiéu. Buong nhién, Erica Parnell s& nghi 1 chiing ti bi mét lién lac do 16i duong truyén hay gi d6. C6 ta
s& khong bao gio nghi |4 t61 da cip my. Y t6i la ca hai ching t6i déu la nhimg tri thirc truong thanh, ding khong? Nhiing tri thirc trréng thanh thi khong
lam nhiing vi€c nhur the.

Va néu t0i gip ¢ ta, cau Chiia diéu niy khong xay ra, t0i s& t ra rat binh fich va ndi rang “Chuyén that la phai khong, lic trude ¢ goi cho toi dy ma?”
Hay con hon thé nita, t6i s& traich moc c6 ay da ddp may. (Tat nhién Ia theo kicu nira duia nira that.)

Quén Terrezza day nguoi, nhon nhip, khoi thude 14 va tiéng chuyén trd, va khi ching toi ngdi xuong voi quyén menu miu bac to ding, t6i cam thiy con
thur gidn hon nira. Toi thich di &n ¢ ngoai. Va tdi cho la minh ximg dang c6 mot bita thue su, sau miy ngiy chit bop vira roi. That khong d& dang chut
ndo dé thuc hién duge ché do nghiém ngat d6, nhung du sao, t6i dd xoay s dugc. Toi van thuc hién rat t6t! Thir Bay, 161 s€ kiém tra thoi quen chi ti€u
ctia minh, v t6i chic chin 1 nd phai giam )(uéng it nhét 1d 70% roi.



“Ta ubng gi bay gio?”” Suze noi. “Tarquin, anh chon di.”

“Oi nhin kia!” Fenella hét 1én. “Eddie Lazenby kia! Chi phai ra chao moi duge.” C6 ta chay dén chd mdt ngudi dan ong héi diu mic 4o sic s& cach
chirng mur¢i ban. Lam thé nao ma c6 ay c6 thé nhdn ra dng ta gitra ddm dong, t6i chiu thoi.

“Suze!” mjt giong khac thét Ién, va ching td1 cung ngurde 1én. Mot ¢6 i toe vang trong bd canh maiu hdng phén nhé xiu dang tién v& phia ching t6i, hai
tay dang rong chuin bi cho mdt cai 6m “Ca Tarkie nira!”

“Chao Tory,” Tarquin n6i, dimg Ién. “Thé Mungo dau?”

“Anh 4y ngdi ddng kia!” Tory néi, “C4u nhét dinh phéi ra chao anh 4y m6i duoc”

Sao Fenella va Tarquin ic ndo ciing & ving trung Perthshire, viy ma vira méi dén London, ho dé bi nhirg ngudi ban lu ngiy khong gip vay Ay nhi?
“Eddie giri 10i chio,” Fenella thong béo sau ic quay trd lai ban. “Tory! Cu thé nio? Mungo sao rdi?”

“0, anh 4y rit 6n,” Tory néi. “ Nhung nghe ndy, cau c6 nghe thiy gi chura? Caspar vira moi vé!”

“Khong thé ndo!” moi ngudi déu hét lén, va t0i suyt nita thi ciing im nhu ho. Chéing ai bn tAm gi6i thiéu t0i voi Tory, nhung kiéu n6 phéi thé. Ban tham
gia vao hoi bang cach tham thau. Mot phiit trude ban Ia mdt nguodi hoan toan xa la, phit sau ban da phat cudng Ién véi ca hdi, roi tham gia *“ Cac cau co
nghe v Venetia va Sebastian chua?”

“Xem ndo, chiing ta phéi goi dd da,” Suze n6i. “Tory oi, mit chdc nita bon t6 s& ghé thiim ban cau nhé.”

“Dugc 1di, chio,” Tory ndi rdi khénh khang di mit.

“Suze!” lai mdt giong khac thét Ién, va mit c¢d gai méic vay den xinh xan chay t6i. “Ca Fenny nira!”

“Milla!” ca hai gao 1én. “Cau thé nao? Benjy thé nio rdi?”

Oi Chia oi, cai sy ndy khong thé nao dimg lai dugc. Toi clr ngdi tro tro ra do, nhin chéim chiim vao ci menu, gia v dang rét cham chi chon m6n khai
vi nhung t6i cam thiy minh nhur 1 mdt ke bi ling quén khong ai them dém xia. That khong cong bang. T6i cling muon nhay tir ban nay sang ban khac gap
€0 ban be. Toi muodn tinh ¢ gp lai nhirng ngurdi ban thoi tho a 4u. (Mac dau néi that 13, ngudi duy nhat t6i biét au dén thé 13 Tom, cau ban hing x6m, va
bay gty cdu ta dang 6 trong can bép gd soi ngim voi & Reigate.)
Nhung dé phong khi, t6i ha thip tO menu xudng, va nhin quanh day hy vong, Lamon, Chia oi, chi mot lan ndy thoi, hily dé ai d6 nhén ra con. Khong can
14 ai @6 con thich, ching can I ai d6 con than - chi can mot ai &6 mé con c6 thé chay ra hon mé chut, chyt va hét én, “Chiing ta nhat dinh phai di an

trua!” Al cling duoc ma... Ai cling duoc...

Va i thit bat ngd, t6i nhén ra mOt khubn mit quen quen, chi ngdi cach c6 miy ban! D6 1 Luke Brandon, ngdi chung ban véi mot ngudi dan ong va
mdt ngudi dan ba dimg tudi dn mic rit sang trong.

Tht ra hén khong phai i mt nguoi ban cii - nhung t6i biét hin ma, diing khong? Va i rat mudn nhay tir ban nay sang ban no nhur moi nguoi.
“Oi Luke kia!” t6i reo Ién (nho tiéng dé Luke khong nghe thdy). “T¢ phai ra chdo méi duoc!”

Khi ma moi ngudi van con dang ngd ngang thi t6i da chinh lai toc, dimg day rdi bude voi, tran diy hanh phiic bat ngd. T6i ciing ¢6 thé lam thé! Toi dang
nhdy tr ban nay sang ban khic ¢ quan Terrezza. Toi la mdt c6 gai Thoi thirong!

Téi khi chi con cach ban ho vai bude, t6i di cham dan v tur hoi thye syr thi minh s& ndi diéu gi voi hin,
Puoc rdi.. Tois& phai lich swr. Chao va - a, diing rdi! T6i c6 thé cam on hén in nita vi da tir t& cho t6i vay hai muroi bang,
Khon that. Toi da tra hén ri, ding thé khong?

ROL. RO ma. Toi da giri cho hdin mot tim thiép xinh xén ¢ hinh nhitng bong hoa anh tic im bang gidy tai ché va mdt tim séc rdi mi. Ping roi. Gior thi
dumg c6 hoang, hdy binh tinh va Thoi thuong,

“Xin chao!” 101 noi ngay khi dén tim nghe ctia ban han, nhung tiéng on a0 xung quanh qué to, nén héin khong nghe thdy toi. Khoi phi nghi nd, tat ca
damban ctia Fenella déu cé giong choe choe.

Ban chi can ¢ sau muoi lim decibel dé duoc nghe thiy. “Xin chao!” t6i thir lai Jan nita, to hon, nhung Vﬁp khong c6 dap tra. Luke dang n6i chuyén say
sua voi nguoi dan 6ng ding tudi con ngudi dan ba thi dang lang nghe chiam chi. Khong ai trong s6 ho budn liec it 1én.

Thé ndy thi hoi xAu ho thét. Toi dang dimg do, nhur trdi trong, hoan toan bi ké ma minh mudn chao phot king. Duong nhu chua mot ai khac timg mac
vao rac roi ndy. Taisao anh ta khong chom day, het 1én “Moi nguoi da nghe v Quy dau tr Ving dat mii chura?” That khong cong bang. Toi nén lam gi
bay gio? Toi cd nén chudn di khong? Toi co6 nén vo nhu dang di vé phia toa Iét nit khong?



Mt ngudi boi ban dang bung khay X0 vao t6i, va t6i bj dy vé phia trude, phia ban cta Luke - va ding ic d6, hén ngwéc 1én. Han nhin t6i chiim chém
ngay ngd nhu thé chang bit t6i [ ai, va t6i thay da day minh kh€ quan lén hot hoang. Nhung gio thi t6i phai tién 1én thoi.

“Xin chao, Luke!” T6i hdo hing noi. “Téi chi nghi i nén... ra chao mot tiéng ”

“Cha, xin chao,” cubi clng hén ciing dap lai. “Bé, e, ddy 1a Rebecca Bloomwood. Rebecca, day 1a bd me to1.”

Oi, Chiia oi. Toi vira am gi thé nay? Toi da nhay vao mdt cudc sum hop gia dinh dam dm sao. Ra khoi ddy, nhanh lén.
“Chdu chdo hai bac,” t6i ndi, ¢ nin ra mot nu cudi yéu 6t.” Da, chau khong mubn im phién moi nguoi.”

“Chéu quen Luke thé nio nhi?” ba Brandon hoi.

“Rebecca 3 mdt phong vién tai chinh hing du a,” Luke n6i, nhp mot chit ruou. C6 thyre 1 hén nghi thé khong? Troi oi, t6i phéi ké chuyén nay voi
Clare Edwards.(Va Philip, ca 6ng ta nita.)

Toi mim cuoi ty tin vi ong Brandon, cam gidc nhur thé ké tung ngudi himg, Toi o mdt phong vién tai chinh hing dAu, tan giu véi mdt doanh nhén hang
dau trong mdt tiém an hang dau ¢ London. Khong tuyét lam sao?

“Phong vién tai chinh u?” Ong Brandon lim bam va tré cp kinh o xubng dé nhin cho 13 t6i hon. “Thé chéu danh gia thé nao vé tuyén bd mdi ciia ngai
thi twdng?”’

Toi s& khong bao gids bt chuyén trong quan in nita. Khong bao gio.

“Da,” t6i lAy lai binh tinh, tir nghi gid md t6i c6 thé gia v nhur vira nhin thiy mot ngudi ban cii noi cudi phong.

“B, con chic 1 Rebecca khong mudn n6i chuyén cong viéc dau,” Luke ndi, mbi hoi mim lai.

“Dling dAy!” ba Brandon n6i, mim cudi véi toi. “Céi khian dep qua, Rebecca. C6 phai ctia hiéu Denny and George khong chau?”

“Da, vang a!” ti n6i, thd phao nhe nhdm. “Chéu da gip may, chéu mua n6 trong dot gidm gié tudn trude!”

Tir khoe mit, t6i c6 thé nhan thiy Luke dang nhin t6i chiim chiim véi mot thai do rit la. Tai sao nhi? Tai sao anh ta trong nhur k...

Oi khi that. Lam sao ma t6i ngu thé nhi?

“Chéau mua...cho bac chau”, t6i tiép tuc, c¢d ging nghi nhanh nhit ¢ thé. “Chéu mua ting cho bac chiu. Nhung ma bac Ay da... qua doirdia.”

Moi ngudi déu im king choang véng con toi thi cti gim miét. Toi khong thé tin duge didu t6i vira noi.

“Oi trdi,” 6ng Brandon tht 1én.

“Bac Ermintrude mét rdi?”” Luke hoi bang mdt giong rét la.

“Véng” t6i dép, ¢b ép minh ngude én. “Pidu d6 tht rat 8

“Khing khiép qua!” ba Brandon n6i ddy thirong cam

“Béc Ay da nam vién ding khong?” Luke ndi, i rét cho han mit cde murde. “C6 chuyén gi xay ra véi bac dy thé?”

Trong mdt khoanh khéc, t6i im Bing,

“La do... chan ctia bac 4y,” t6i nghe minh ndi thé.

“Chén ba 4y?” ba Brandon nhin t6i dy ban khoan. “Chén ba Ay bi im sa0?”

“NO.. sumng vit én va bi nhiém tring,” t6i ndi sau mot hdi im king, “Va ho phéi cura n6 di nhung rdi bac Ay da khong qua khoi.”

“Chuia 0i,” 6ng Brandon n6i, lic du. “Bon béc si khén kiép.” Ong bt chot dira méit nhin i mot cach dit dan. “Ba Ay dén bénh vién tur 427

“Da.... chau khong chac lm,” toi ni, bét dau ki lai. Tai sao toi lai khong n6i k béc dy da dua cho t0i cai khan dién rd ny? “Du sao cling rt vui khi
dugc gap anh, Luke. T6i phai di day, chic cac ban t6i dang chd.”

T v0i va vAy chio, khong dém nhin thang vao mit Luke roi nhanh chong quay lai chd Suze, chén t6i bin rin va nhitng ngon tay t0i vin veo hai
bén.Chua o1, mot that bai € ché.

T@i d 1Ay lai binh finh ngay khi d6 n t6i. D6 an! Toi da goi mon so nudng va lic an miéng dAu tién, t6i suyt khoc. Sau qua nhiél} ngay an udng kho so,
doi pho, thi day qua thue nhu & thién duong. Téi thay vui, phat khoc - nhur 13 mot t nhan khi méin han, nhur mdt dra tré sau chién tranh. Sau mon so, t6i



ding bit tét besarnaise voi khoai tay chién - va khi tit ca moi nguoi déu n6i khong, cam on véi mon trang migng thi ti goi mdt cai kem socola. Viai ma
biét dén bao gid t6i moi lai di an tiém nhur thé nay? Méy thang t6i s& tiép tuc i banh sandwich pho mét va ca phé tu lam dung trong binh, chéing c6 gi
khac ngoai sy don di¢u do.

Khi t61 dang dgi mon kem socola ctia minh, Suze va Fenella quyét dinh ho phai dén n6i chuyén véi Benjy, & phia bén kia ctia quan. Thé 1 ho dumg lén,
ctng cham thubc 14 nhur thrdng 16, rdi di mit. Con Tarquin thi & lai ctng t61. Anh ta c6 vé khong thich gap g chuyén tro nhu hai nguoi kia. Thuc ra ca
budi tdi anh ta kha it 1oi. Toi ciing dé v thiy i anh ta ubng nhidu hon tat ca bon t6i. T6i nghi 1 anh ta c6 thé guc xudng ban bt ctr lic ndo.

Ching t6i im king mot c. That 1dng mi ndi t6i nghi Tarquin kha khac thuong. Toi khong biét nén ndi chuyén gi véi anh ta. R6i bdng nhién anh ta n6i “Em
¢ thich Wagner khong?”

“O ¢6 chir,” t6i tra 101 ngay. Toi khong chéc da nghe thiy cai tén Wagner in ndo chura, nhung mé t6i khong mudn t6 ra thiéu hiéu biét vin hoa. Véi lai
t6i cling da tirng di xem Opera, méic du tdi nghi day 1a Mozart.

“Ban ‘Liebestod” trong v& Tristan” anh ta ndi, lic Kic dau. “Liebestod.”

“Um,” t6i n6i, va gat dau véi hy vong d6 1 mot hanh dong séang sudt. T6i rot cho minh mdt chit rrou v 16i ciing rot diy cde anh ta, va nhin quanh xem
Suze dau. Co bien mat, bé mic t6i voi gi anh ho say xin.

“Dah-dah-dah-dah, daaaah dah dah...”
Oi Chiia o, gioy thi anh ta bat dau hat. Khong to nhung day s6i ndi. Rdi anh ta nhin chim chim vao nit toi nhu thé chd doi toi cling hét.
“Dah-dah-dah-dah...”

Bay gios thi anh ta da nhéim miét lai va bat dau dung dua. That xdu hd qua di mt.

“Da diddle-idy da-a-da-a daaah da...”

“Hay [imy, t6i nhiét tinh noi. “Anh khong thé bét nhip duoc Wagner, ding khong?”’

“Tristan,” anh ta nd1. “Un Isolde.” Anh ta m& mit ra. “Emsé mot Isolde tuyét dep.”

Toi s& | mit céi gi? Trong khi t6i vin dang nhin anh ta, anh ta d& bat dau néng hai tay t0i Ién mdi va bit dau hon ching. Trong mdt khodnh khéc, toi séc
dén noi khong thé ctir dong duoc.

“Tarquin,” t01 n6i dit khoat hét mirc, ¢b ging giat tay lai. “Tarquin, im on...” Téi nhin Ién, co gang tim Suze Kkhip noi - va, khi toi lam thé, t6i thiy 4nh
miét Luke Brandon, dang roi khoi nha hing, Anh ta hoi nhiu may, gio tay Ién chio tam biét, i bién mit sau canh cira.

“Da em thom nhur hoa hong vay,” Tarquin rén i vo tay toi.
“Thoi, im dil” t0i git én, va giat manh tay ra khoi tay anh ta, manh dén ndi ring cta anh ta hin mot vét dai trén da toi. “Dé toi yén!”
T6i s& tat anh ta nhung mé anh ta c6 thé s& coi né nhur 1 mot sy khuyén khich.

Ngay ltic d6, Suze va Fenella quay lai ban v6i dong tin tirc vé Binky va Minky - con Tarquin tré nén im Eing nhu trude. Va ca 01 d6, ngay ca lic ching
t0i giai tan, anh ta khong con nhin t6i. On Chiia. Chic chan anh ta da hiéu.

Ban dang doc truyén Tur Thii Ciia Mot Tin D6 Shopping dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chwong 7

VAY MA CO VE NHU anh ta vin khong hiéu, vi hom thir bay t6i nhan dwge mdt tim thiép c6 hinh mdt co gai bén kén v& theo 16i tién Raphael. Trong
tam thi¢p, Tarquin viet:

Ngan lan xin 16i vé cach cur ctr vung vé ca t6i. Toi hi vong c6 thé chude 16i voi em. Mot cip vé dén Bayreuth — hozic néu khong, an t6i nhé?
Tarquin.

An t6i v6i Tarquin. Ban ¢6 twong twong nbi khong? Ma thét ra anh ta dinh i gi kia chtr? Toi chua bao gity nghe dén Bayreuth. N6 B mdt budi trinh
dién moi hay cai gi nhi? Hay y anh ta 1a Beirut? Nhurng vi Chiia, sao chiing t6i lai dén Beirut co chir?


http://ebookfull.net

Nhung du sao thu t6i cling ¢o nhiéu thir quan trong hon phai quan tamngay hom nay. Pdy la ngiy thir sdu Cit Giam Chi Tiéu— va quan trong, ddy Ia
ngiy cudi tuan dAu tién. David E. Barton ndi day thuong 1a thoi diémma ché d¢ tan tién bi pha v&. By vi ngdy nghi thot khoi nhip song cong viée thuong
ngly nén tao ra mot sy diit quing va né thurong 16 thé tréng réng, héo hirc dugce Bp day boi viée mua sim thoai méi quen thudc.

Nhung t6i thira quyét tam vuot qua. Toi s& tuyét d6i kiém soat ngay ctia minh — va s& khong dén gin mot cira hang ndo hét. Sang nay t6i s& t6i tham bao
tang v dén t&i nay, t6i s& tyr ndu mot bita cari cho t6i va Suze. Va t6i thure sur rit héo hire véi viée ndy.

Vi tong chi phi hém nay s& bao gon

Di dén bao tang: Mién phi (v t6i ¢6 vé thang)

Vio bao tang: MIén phi

Cari: £2,50 (David E. Barton n6i | ban c6 thé im mbt bira ca ri tuyét voi cho bon nguoi véi gia khong qué £5,00 — ma ching t6i chi ¢6 hai ngudi.)
Tong cong chi tiéu trong ngay: £2,50

Viy I t6t hon roi. Thém nira t6i dugc mo mang kién thirc thay vi nhitng thir vt chét phii phiém. Téi chon béo tang Victoria &Albert vi chua dén d6 bao
0. Thure ra t6i thAm chi chang biét bén trong n6 ¢ gi. Tugng Nit hoang Victoria va Hoang tir Albert ching, hay dai loai the?

Nhung dii ¢6 gi trong d6 di niva thind ciing s& rét thi vi va 161 cudn, t6i bao dam thé. Vi trén hét thay, hoan toan mién phi!

Khi tiu ra khéi ga dién ngam Nam Kensington, dudi anh nit trdi ryc 13, ti rao bude trén dudng, tur cam thay hai 1ong v6i chinh minh. Binh thuong t6i
s& phi pham budi séang thir bay ctia minh d€ xem chwrong trinh Live and Kicking va chuan bi mua sim. Nhung nhin mé xem nay! Toi bong nhién thay minh
trudng thanh va mau myre nhu nhin vat nao do6 trong phim cia Woody Allen. Téi chi can thém chiée khén len dai véi doi kinh mét 13 s€ giong Diane
Keaton.

Va vio ngiy thit hai, khi moi ngurdi hoi t0i ngily cudi tuan nhur thé ndo, ti s& ndi “Thure ra t0i da dén bao tang V&A”. Khong 01 s& noi |a “Toi da tat
qua mdt budi trién Am.” Nghe ¢6 vé sanh diéu hon day. (Ma sao moi ngudi hay ndi ho “tat qua” mot budi trien lAm nhi? Béu ¢6 phai cac bure hoa c6 the
4m am chay ra nhu i bo t6t & Panplona) Sau do ho s& noi, “Thét sao? To khong biét la c4u cling quan | tamden nghé thudt ddy, Rebecca.” Va t6i s&
161, “O, ¢6 chir. Té danh hdu hét thdi gian ranh dé dén céc bao tang mi.” Rdi ho & ¢6 4n turong vé toi rdi tiép...

Mii nghi t0i da di biing qua cira ra vao. That B ngd ngin. Qua ban nghii vé mot cude ddi thoai giita minh va... t0i chot nhan thy thurc ra ngoi ma i
dung Ién trong hoat canh ngan ngti vira r6i lai 1a Luke Brandon. Ky cuc thét. Sao lai thé co chir? Vi t6i da chao han ¢ quan an thdi, t6i co nghi. Thoi
ndo. Tép trung. Bao tang,

Toi nhanh chén trd lai va ho hitng tién vao tién sanh, ¢ t6 ra & minh da dén day nhidu ln. Chang giong nhu d4m du khéch ngwdi Nhat dang tam tum
xung quanh anh hiréng dan vién. Ha! Toi tham nghi day tur hao, minh khong phai du khach. Déy la di san ctia minh. Van hoa ctia minh. Toi lo dénh Iy
mdt tam ban do phu thé to1 cha“mg thgc sur can nd, nhin vao danh SE:lCh cac bai gidi thiéu vé cac hién vat nhu PO Gom Dudi Trieu Nguyén Va Pau Triéu
Minh. Sau d6, rat ty nhién, t6i bat dau dao qua phong trung bay dau tién.

“Xin 161 chi,” mdt ngudi phy nit dang dlimg & ban goi toi. “Chi da tra tién vé vao cira chua?”

Toi da cai gi co? Khong ai phéi tra tién dé vao nha bao tang ma! O, tit nhién — ¢6 ta chi dang diia vi t6i thdi. Toi mim cudi than thién va tiép tuc di.
“Xin 161 chi,” C6 ta noi, béng giong sic lanh hon va mot g dan 6ng trong bd déng phuc bao v¢ dot nhién xuét hién. “Chi da tra phi vao ctra chua?”’

“Bao tang mién phi co ma!” Toi thdt kén kinh ngac.

“T6i e 1a khong,” ¢6 ta n6i, va chi vao mit tim bién déng sau toi. Toi quay trd Jai va bat ngira ra vi bat ngo.

Vé vao ctra £5,00

Toi suyt ngat vi chodng vang. Chuyén gi da xay ra voi thé gian nay vay? Ho dang tinh phi vao tham mot bao tang. Thit | qua dang. Moi ngudi déu biét Ia
bao tang luén micn phi ma. Neu ban tinh phi vao bao tang thi con ai thém dén nita! Roi di san vin hoa cta ching ta s& khong thé dugc bict rong rai chi vi
cdirao can tai chinh khing khiep. Ca dat nude roi s& bi thut i rat xa va xa hoi van minh s& phai doi mat khan cap véi nguy co sup d6. D6 1a dicu 6ng
muon phai khong, Tony Blair?

Hon nira, t6i khong c6 £5. Toi cb y khong mang tién theo, trir £2,50 d& mua nguyén liéu kim ca ri. Oi Chia oi, that i phién phirc. Y t6i 13, ti da ¢ ddy,
s&n sang tim hiéu van héa. Toi muén vao trong va ngim nghia... Um, thi bt cir c4i gi trong d6 — nhung mi khong thé!

Gio thi dam du khach ngudi Nhat dang nhin t6i cham cham nhu thé t6i ¢6 toi gi vay. Bién di! T6i cau kinh nghi. Di mi ngim méy cai thir nghé thuat dy di.
“Ching t6i c6 thé thanh toan bang thé tin dung,” ngudi phu nix n6i. “VISA, Switch, American, Express.”
“A.” T6i noi. “Vang... duoc thoi”

“Vé nam a £15,” ¢6 ta n6i khi ti dang tim vi, “nhung v6ind ¢6 ¢6 thé vao cira khong gioi han 1in vao trong mdt nam.”



Khong gi6i han an vao trong mot niim! Nao, doi mdt it! David E.Barton ndi réng diéu ma ban phai tinh todn khi mua bat ky céi gi B wéc hwong “gi mbi
lan st dung”, tirc | gid ma ban chia cho s6 lan ban ding n6. Thir gia sir 1a tir gios tr6s di, t6i s€ dén V&A moi thang mot lan. (T6i nghi d6 la syr that). Néu
61 mua vé nam, ¢6 nghii i chi... £1,25 mbi lin dén.

Oi, mjt mon hoi ddy chir, phai khong? Khi can nhic lai ban s& thiy no thire sw i mot vy dau tur rat t6t.

“Pugc, t0i s& mua vé nam” Toi ndi va chia thé VISA ra. A ha! Vanhoa oi, ta dén day.

Toi bt dau v6i viéc nhin tim ban db nho va ludt qua mdi tic phdm trung bay, ti mi doc nhitng tAm bién chi thich nho.

Chén thanh Bm tir bac, Ha Lan, thé ky 16

Birc bich hoa Chiia Ba Ngbi, Y, giita thé ky 15

Bat dat nung mau xanh va tring, dau thé ky 17

Chiéc bat 6 qua I rat dep, t0i bdng dung cam thay thich thi va tur hoi, khong biét n6 tri gia bao nhiéu. Tréng nd c6 vé dit tién... Toi nhin quanh xem ¢6
tam bang dé gia nao khong nhung chot nhé ra minh dang & dau. Tat nhién, s& chang co gia tri gi & day hét.

Thét 1a thiéu sot, ti nghi. B&i I§ gia ca s& khién n6 thém tha vi, phai khong nao? Ban dao quanh, nhin ngé.mm)l thir, sau mot hdi s& cam théykhél té nhat.
Nguoc lai, néu ho dét thém bang gid tién vao, ban s& cam thay hirmg tht lau hon. Thét ra, t6i nghi tat ca cac bao tang déunén dé gia cho cac vat trung
bay ctia ho. Ban ngim nhin mjt chlec ly bac hay mdt birc tuong cam thach hay birc hpa MonaLisa hay cai gi di chang nita, va ngudng md vé dep hay
gia tri lich sir ctia chiing, van van — r6i sau d6 ban tim bang gia thuc va thoang thét “Oi, xem tri gié ctia n6 nay!” Va moi thir s tré nén thii vi hon.

Toi s& viét cho V&A va dé nghi ho chuyén ndy. D sao, t6i 1 ngudi ¢6 vé ndm co mi. Ho ciing nén nghe v kién ctia ti ch.

Gio thi t6i chuyén sang ké ly bén canh.

Ly chamkhéic, Anh, giira thé ky 15.

Chia oi, t6i mubn ubng mot tach ca phé chét di duoc! Toi da & ddy bao 1 rdi nhi! Han 14 phai...

Oi, moi murdi lam pht.

Khi bude vao phong trung bay lich str nganh thoi trang, t6i bdng trd nén nghiém nghi va thong thai la thuong. Thye sy thi t6i da danh nhiéu thoi gian cho
noi ndy hon bét ctr chd ndo khac. Nhung r6i nhitng bo vay 4o, nhitng doi gidy cting hét va nhurdng chd cho nhitng bire trong cing nhig thir kit vit kho
hiéu trén ké. Téi lién tuc nhin dong hd con d6i chén thi dau nhirc... va cudi cling, t6i sa vao mdt chiéc ghé sofa.

Pung hiéu lAm t6i. Toi thich cac bao tang, Toi thye syr thich. Va t6i rat quan tim dén nghé thuat ctia Han Qudc. Chi 13 san nha qua cimg ma t6i thi lai di
bot hoi chat. Vi lai t6i phai coi 4o khodc vi troi nong, nhung gio cai do ctr lién tuc tron tudt khoi canh tay toi. Va that 1 ky cuc, nhung ti ctr nghil minh
c6 nghe thay tiéng cia mdt ngin kéo dung tién. C6 E chi la t6i twong tugng thoi.

Toi dang ngdi van vo, tur hoi xem minh con di sirc dimg 1én nira khong, thi dam khach Nhét budc vao gian trung bay nay, t6i bude phai dimg kén, vo

nhu dang cham cha ngamnglna mot cai gi do. Toi lo dang nhin mot tamtham 10i sai budc xuong hanh lang noi bay nhiing vién ngdi co AnD0o. Toi dang
nghi den viéc 14 bon toi nén ldy miy vién ngdi nung Ay va trang tri lai phong tam thi thoang thiy mot c4i gi d6 qua tam hr6i kim loai va rdi toi king ngudi

stmg sot.

T6i dang mo u? Hay d6 I do anh? Téi ¢6 thé thdy mdt chiéc may tinh tién, mdt hang ngudi xép dai, mdt chiée t trung bau ciing cac bang gi...

Oi Chiia oi, t6i khong nham dau! D6 i mdt cira hing! Co mdt cira hing nagy trrdc mit toi!

Chén t6i nhur dang nhim nhéy, néing luong tran tré tré lai. Theo tiéng bip bip ctia chiéc miy tinh tién, ti nhanh chéng dén 10i vao cira hang va dimg lai
trude ngudng cira. Toi ty nhil véi minh 1 ding qua hi vong dé khéi phai that vong néu d6 chi I tiéng danh dau sach va khan an.

Nhung khong. Tuyét voi kinh khing! Sao ti lai khong biét noi néry sém hon nhi? C6 v0 s6 dd trang st dep va hang dong séch nghé thut tuyét hay,
thémnita la nhiing mén d6 gdm, nhiing tam thi€p xinh xan va...

Oi. Toi d4u c6 ¥ dinh mua bét ctr thir gl trong ngity hom nay kia chir! Khi that!

Thét 14 t6i t&. Kham pha ra mt cira hiang méi va rdi ching mua cai gi trong do la nghia lam sao? Thét qua bat cong. Moi nguroi déu dang mua do, ho déu
dang vui vé. T6i chan nan hron o quanh mt ké trung bay ca coc, nhin mjt nguoi dan ba Ue dang mua mot dong sach vé dicu khic. Ba dy dang tro
chuyén voi ngudi ban hang va toi tinh co nghe thiy hai ngurdi nhac gi @6 vé Giang sinh. Va r6i toi ndy ra mdt y tudng tuyét voi.

Mua d6 cho Gidng sinh! Toi ¢6 thé mua toan by d6 Giang sinh & ddy. Toi biét thang ba ¢6 v& hoi som, nhung sao lai khong kia chit? Va khi dip gidng
sinh dén, t6i khong phai chen chic trong mbt dam dong mua sam khing khiep. Khong th tin ndi, sao minh khong nghi ra viéc ndy tir trude nhi? Va la
nhu thé thi khong hé vi pham nguyén tac vi khi nao d6 t6i s€ phai mua qua giang sinh ma. Tat ca diéu t6i s€ lam bay gio tién hanh viéc mua sam. Ping 1a
qua thong minh.



Vi saumit gitr dong hd, t6i quay ra hd héi véi hai tii séch. Toi da mua mdt quyén album c6 bia 1 anh ctia William Morris, mdt bd ghép hinh bang gd
kiéu ¢, mot cubn sach anh thoi trang va mit binh tra bf“ang gém doc dao. Chiia oi, t0i mé viée mua sim giang sinh. T6i chua biét s& tang gi cho ai—
nhung quan trong 13, nhiing mon dd doc déo, phi thoi c6 thé m dep bét ctr ngdi nha ndo. (it ra i chiéc binh tra bang gdm vi didu d6 duoc ghi trén méu
0 roi bé xiu.) Vi vdy, t6i cho 1 da hanh dong thye syr dung,

Nhu vay budi sang nay d thanh cong my man. Khi roi khoi bao tang, toi cam thiy phin chan, bay béng la throng. Diéu d6 chi ra tim anh hudng cia
mdt budi sang hoan toan danh cho van hoa véi tim hon. Tir gio, t6i quyét dinh s& danh mbi sang thir bay & mdt bao tang,

Khi t0i v& nha, trén tim thim chii chéin ngodi cira ¢6 mdt buru kién clng véi mdt phong bi vudng ¢ dé dia chi ngurdi nhén B 0 bang nét chit 0i chua
tung thay. Toi kéo dong i vao phong roi x¢ bi thur ngay — va khung lai. D6 1 mdt tim thiép cta Luke Brandon. Lamsao hén ¢6 dugc dia chi nha minh
nhi? Tam thi€p viet:

Guri Rebecca, that vui vi tinh ¢d gip co t6i hom trude, t6i thue sy hi vong ¢6 da c6 mit budi t&i tht vi. Gioy t61 moi nhén ra 1 t6i chua cam on ¢6 vé
khoan tién ¢6 guri tra toi. VO cung cam kich.

Chiic c6 moi didu tbt dep — va, dinhién. Xin bay to niém cam thuong sau sic nhat vé sur At mat bac Ermintrude. (N éu duoc xem 1a mot sur an i thi, t61
khong the tuwdng turgng chiéc khan d6 co thé hop vdi ai hon ¢6.)

Luke.

T6i kang 1& nhin chdim chim vao bure thu mdt lic. Toi kha ngac nhién. Troi, t6i nghi mdt cach canh giac. Hén that tir & khi da viét thiép, phai khong? Mot
tam thi¢p viet tay dep d€ duong nay, chi d€ cam on cho tam thi€p cua toi. Y t6i I hin khong chi vi lich sy thoi chir? Ban khong nhat thiét phai guri thiép
camon cho mot nguoi chi vi ho tra lai hai muoi bang da vay.

Hay 14 ban cling thé? C6 thé, ngiy nay, moi nguoi lam nhur vdy. Moi ngudi giri thiép vi moi ly do. Toi chéng biét i gi vé c4i phai lim va cai khong nén
lamca. (Toi blet 61 nén doc cudn sach vé nghi thirc xa giao m t0i ¢6.) TAm thip nay phai chéing chi d mdt 101 cam on lich su? Hay n6 con 1a mdt cai gi
d6 khac? Va néu 1a nhu vay... thi... d6 1 gi?

Hén dang ché gidu toi sao?

Oi Chiia oi, chéc thé rdi. Han biét 1a bac Ermintrude khong c6 that. Hin chi gidu cot dé im t6i xiu hd thoi.

Nhung ma... Han mat cong mua thiép, viét thiép, rdi giri nd chi dé 1am t6i b mt thoi sao?

Oi, t6i khong biét nita. Ai quan tim kia chir? Dit sao i tham chi con ching thich hén.

Mé mang kién thirc trong ca budi sang, t6i x(g dang tyr thurong mot chit trong budi chidu, thé 1 t6i mua mdt Vogue va mit tii Minstrels 10i ndm
thurot Ién sofa. Chua oi, 161 da bo qua nhitng dleu thi vi ndy sao. Toi chura doc mdt tap chi ndo trong... Han la mdt tuan rdi, trir ban pho t6 t Cosmo ctia
Suze ngy hom qua. Va t6i khong nhé ndi lin cudi cing t6i thudng thire vi socola.

Toi khong thé danh qua nhiéu thoi gian huong thy dugc, boi vi t6i con phai ra ngoai mua d6 cho m6n ca ri tyr ndu ctia ching toi. Vi vy, sau khi doc 14 s6
tir vi ciia 61, 01 gip cubn tap chilai, 1 iy quyén sach day mén An ra. Toi thuc sur rat hao hirc. Toi chira bao gioy lim ca ri ca.

To6i khong mudn Bim ca i tom him nita vi héa ra tom him rét dt. Toi s& thay thé béng mon ga ndm Balti. Mén d6 ¢6 vé ré va dé imhon. Va gi thi t6i
chi can viét danh sach nhirng thir can nuia.

Khi viét xong, t6i hoi ngac nhién. Td danh séch dai hon t6i nghii. T6i khong biét ring cin phéi c6 nhiéu gia vi &én thé dé immon ca ri. Toi vira dao qua

bép, va thiy ching t6i khong c6 chao Balti, hay may nghién gia vi, hay miy trdn tao huong, Hay thAm chi mdt chiéc thia g6 hay bat cir cai cn nao ding
duoc.

Nhung khéng sao. Viée t0i phai im 1a mau mau dén cira hang Peter Jones va mua tat ca nhitg d6 bép ma chiing t6i can, sau do i s& mua nguyén liéu
dé nau nuéng. Dicu can phai nhé 1a t6i chi phai mua tat ca nhitng thir d6 mot lan— va tir gio thi chiing 61 da c6 day di do ding dé lam nhiing mon ca ri
ngon lanh vao moi toi. Va don gian t6i chi phai nghi do 1a mét vu dau tu.

Tbi hom dé, vira ic Suze tr6 vé tir cho Camden, t6i deo chiée tap dé& mau soc, nghién méy thir gia vi bang chiéc may xay méi mua.

“Phiil” ¢6 ndi khi bude vao bép. “Mii gi ghé vay!”

“Huong gia vi ddy,” t6i n6i hoi cau kinh rdi top modt hum rrou.

Noi thét la vu nay khé hon t6i trong. Toi dang ndu mot mon goi la hon hop gia vi Balti, thir gia vimi co thé dé trong lo va ding trong nhiéu thang, nhung
hinh nhur tAt ¢4 céc gia vi déu bién vao cai may xay roi khong budn tré ra nita. Ching di d4u roi nhi?

“Té dang d6i ngau Ién day ndy,” Suze n6i va tyr 6t cho minh mot ly rurgu vang, “Sap xong chura?”

“Té ciing khong biét,” tdi néi, sam soi cai may xay. “Chi can t6 By dugc dong bot chét tiét nay ra khoi...”



“Oi cha,” cd n6i. “C6 & t6 1am vai miéng banh mi nuréng da.”
C6 bo hai miéng banh mi vao 1 murdng rdi bt dau 1an ot nhdc tat ca tii, lo gia vi ciia t1 én xem xét.
“Gia vi téng hop 1a cai gi?”” ¢d néi, to md can mot lo n. “Co6 phai la tAt ca cac loai gia vi trdn 14n vao nhau khong?”

“Té khong biét,” t6i néi, dap dap cai miy xay trén ban. MOt ti bui bot bén ra va t6i nhin ching mot cach byc tire. Chuyén gi xay ra véi mot hil day ma
01 co thé ding trong ca thang thé nay? Gio t6i lai phai rang thém, khén thét.

“Sao cau khong ding Iudn loai niy rdi bo tit miy thir kia di?”
“Khong!” t61 ndi. “Té s€ lam mdt loai hén hop Balti thom ngon dac biét.”
“Puoc théi.” Suze ndi, nhin vai. “Cau la chuyén gia ma.”

bing vay, 61 nghi 16i hép mdt ngum rnrou nira. Bit dau lai ndo. Hat mii, hat thi 13, hat tiéu hoi, hat tiéu... Lan nay thi toi chéing budn dong dém nira, toi
quang tt ching vao méy xay. Nguoi ta n6i ndu an nén theo cam tish co ma.

“Céi gi thé nay?”” Suze hoi trong lic dang nhin tim thiép trén ban bép. “Luke Brandon? Sao anh ta lai hiri thiép cho cau?”’

“U, thi anh ta theo phép lich syr thdi ma,” t6i vira ndi vira nhin vai.

“Lich su?” Suze nhurén niy rdi mo tim thiép ra xem. “Khong thé tin dugc. Chéng ai giri thiép chi ¢ cam on vi da nhan lai hai muroi bang ca.”

“That khong?” Giong t6i hoi cao hon binh thudng, nhung hén 1 vi gia vi t6i dang rang thoi. “Té nghi d6 ¢6 thé 1 cach mi dao ndy ngudi ta hay lm.”

“Oi, khong dau,” Suze n6i mjt cach chiic chin. “Chuyén thurong 1, mot khoan tién cho vay duoc tré lai cing mot buee thu camon, va chimhét & do.
Con tim thiép nay,” ¢6 vAy vay 16 trude mit toi, “l mdt cai gi ddy hon thé.”

DPay la Iy do i thich & cng Suze. C6 hiéu biét nhimg thir nhur thé nay, boi 6 da timg tréi kha nhidu trong x& hoi. Ban ¢6 biét ¢6 da 6 nhimg lan an t6i
voi ba cong tude xir Kent khong? Toi khong hé khoac lodc dau.

“Vay cau nghin6 ¢6 y gi?” Toi noi, ¢b ging khong qué kich dong,
“T& cho 1a anh ta dang t6 ra than thién,” c6 ndi va dat lai tAm thiép 1én ban.

Thén thién. T4t nhién, dung I thé. Hén dang cb than thién. DO ciing a diéu tdt, tit nhién. Vay thi sao minh lai thy thit vong nhi? Téi nhin tim thiép, n6
¢6 hinh Picasso ¢ mat trude. Nghia I3 sao nhi?

“May cai hat kia chic den si roi, ding khng?”” Suze vira ndi vira phét bo lac 1én It banh mi mréng,

“Oi troil” Toi nhic cai chao Balti ra khoi bép va nhin ddng hat d bi den chdy. Ching lam t6i phat dién. Thoéi dugc r01, b 16 di va lim lai 1an nira. Hat
i, hat thi 1, hat tiéu i, hat tiéu, 14 nguyét qué. Nhing chiéc 14 nguyét qué cudi cling. Lan nay tot nhét 1 dimg thit bai nira.

Du sao, that ky diéu, didudo da khong xay ra. Bén muoi phut sau, t6i da thyc su c6 mot me ca ri sung suc trén chao Balti. That Ia tuyet! N6 rét thomva
trong y hét trong sach mic du toi lam theo cong thirc khong chinh xéc cho lim Di€u do cho thay t6i cling ¢6 duyén v6i am thye An Do day chir. Va
cang lam nhiéu, t6i s€ cang thanh thao. Nhur David E.Barton ndi, t6i ¢ thé hoan thanh mon ca ri ngon lanh chi bang thoi gian goi cira hang mang dén. Va

xem xem t01 da tiét kiém bao nhiéu tién roi chir!

Toi chit can ndi com basmati, léy banh bot nurdng ra khoi 1o va bay moi thir 1én dia mdt cach dic théng R&i t6i rai mit it rau mii twoi én trén - va tha
that [a no con ngon hon ca may mon trong tap chi Marie-Claire. T6i mang hai dia ra va dat trudc Suze mdt chice.

“Oi,” ¢6 n6i, " Trong tuyét qua!”

“T6 biét ma,” t6i tir ho va ngdi xudng ghé ddi dién. “Tuyét dung khong?”

T6i nhin Suze xtic mdt dia diy dau tién — rdi ciing xtc mot dia dura 1én miéng,

“Mmm! Ngon!” Suze vira néi vira nhai dly hao himg. “Hoi cay,” ¢6 bd sung sau mot lat.

“Tai vi trong d6 c6 bot 6t,” tdi ndi. “Va ca 6t troi nita. Nhung du sao thi cling ngon, nhi?”

“Qua ngon!” ¢ ndi. “Bex, cau thit gidi qua! Triéu nim nita t& ciing ching m dwoc thé nay dau.”

Nhung khi ¢6 dang nhai, khuén mét c6 hinh nhu hoi bién sdc. Thi thue 13 t6i ciing cam thiy hoi lo. Mén ca ri ndy hoi cay. Thuc ra, nd cay khing khiép.

Suze da dat dia xudng va hép mdt ngum rwou to. Khi ¢b ngude kn, t6i thdy hai mé ¢b ruc do.



“On chir?” Toi ndi, tur &p minh mim cudi qua cai miéng néng bimg,

“U, tbt ma!” C6 ndi va an mit miéng banh bot Ion. T6i nhin xudng dia va xtic mdt dia ddy ca ri.

Ngay Bp tirc, mrde mii t6i chy rong rong, Suze ciing dang sut sit. Toi nhin sang, nhung khi gip mit ¢6, ¢ lai cudi tuoi roi.

Chtia 0, cay qué. Mi¢ng t6i khong thé chiu nbi. M4 t0i néng rc va mrée miit bét dau tudn chay. Toi da cho bao nhiéu bt 6t vao céi mon kinh khing
nay nhi? Chi khoan mit thia ca phé thoi ma.. Hodic c6 the 1a hai. Toi chi wde hrong theo camtinh va thay vira phai la d6 vao thoi. Oi, c6 vé nhu a qua
nhiu thi phai

Nude miit t6i bat diu rong rong xuéng mat va to1 xit mii mot cai rd manh.

“Cau c6 sao khong?” Suze hoang hét hoi.

“U, minh 6n!” t5i n6i va bo cai dia xubng, “Chi ... ciu biét dy. Hoi cay mot ti.”

Nhung thye su, t6i khong 6n mdt chit ndo. Va ciing khong phai 1 vi cay am t6i chay mrdc mit. Bdng dung t6i cam thay thit bai thim hai. Toi thAm chi
con khong lam duge mOt mon ca ri nhanh chong va ding cach. Va thir xem t6i da phai tiéu bao nhiéu tién vao nd, no I chao Balti, tap dé&, hang déng
gia vi... Oi, tat ca déu thét bai roi, phai khong? Toi da ching Cat Giam Chi Tiéu dugc gi ca. Tuan nay that i mot tham hoa khing khiép.

T61 bat khoc nirc nd va dat cai dia 1én san nha.

“Khing khiép qua!” Toi khon khd néi, nude mét bat dau i chi. “Plimg an nita, Suze. N6 s& khién cau dau bung déy..”

“Bex! Dimng ngdc thé chir!” Suze n6i. “Ngon tuyét ma!” C6 nhin ti rdi ciing dat cai dia xubng san. “Oil Bex,” ¢6 nhoai ngudi 6m Jy t6i. “Bimg lo. Chi
hoi cay thoi. Nhung né rat ngon ma. Va banh bot thi rat tuyét voi! That day. Cau dimg buon.”

To61 mo miéng dinh tra 101 nhurng thay vi d6 lai khoe to hon.
“Bex, thoi ma!” Suze van ni, gin nhur sép khoc. “n6 ngon that ddy! D6 a mon ca ri ngon nhét ma 6 timg an!”

“Khong phai chi vi mon ca ril” Toi vira nirc nd vira lau nude niit. “Cai chinh | t& dang dinh Cét Giam Chi Tiéu va m6n ca ri ndy chi durgc mét £2.50
thor”

“Nhung... sa0?” Suze bbi r6i hoi. “Cé vu ¢4 cuge hay g d6 a?”

“Khong!” Toi rén ri. “La boi t¢ dang mic ng! Va b t6 ndi k 6 nén Cét Giam Chi Tiéu hogc | Kiém Thém Tién. T6 da thir Cat Giam Chi Tiéu. Nhung
khong an thua gi...”” T6i run ban 1€n r6i lai 6a khoc. “Té 1a mdt dira that bai thdm hai.”

“Di nhién | cau khong thit bai,” Suze n6i ngay. “Bex, nguoc lai voi thit bai. Chi ... C6 hoi ngan ngir. “Chi ... ¢6 thé...”
“Gico?”

Mot khoan yén king sau do, sau d6 Suze n6i mdt cach nghiém chinh, “T6 nghi 1 cdu d4 chon sai cach, Becky. Té khong nghi i cau gioi Cat Giam Chi
Tiéu.”

“That khong?” Toi sut sti va lau nude nit. “Cau nghi thé 42

“T6 nghi la ciu nén chon viée Kiém Thém Tién.” Suze nglmg mot lat vé nghi ngoi. “Thuc ra, t6 nghi s& khong ai chon viéc Cét Giam Chi Tiéu. Kiém
Thém Tién. Thi t5t hon nhiéu chir. Néu phai chon, t& chac chan s€ chon cach d6.”

“Phai” t6i chim rii ndi. “Phai, ¢6 thé cau ding, C6 18 d6 1a diéu to nén am.” T6i voi xudng bing ban tay run ry va bé mdt miéng nho banh bot mrdng
con am— va Suze noi ding. Khong c6 ca ri, banh thit 1a ngon. “Nhung minh s& lam theé nao co chir?”’ rot cude t6i ndi. “Lam sao d€ minh kiém thém
tién?”

Im king mdt Ic, ca hai ching ti cling nhai banh. R6i Suze ndy ra ¥ tudng,

“Minh biét rdi. Xem niy!” C6 voi iy quyén tap chi va m dén phén quéing cdo & cudi. “Nhin xem nd néi gi & day ndy ‘Can thém tién? Tham gia vao gia
dinh Fine Frames. Kiém dugc hang nghin, lam viéc ¢ nha ic ranh. Cung cap day du céc trang thiet bi can thiet’. Cau thay khong? De thoi ma.”

O. T6i khé 4n turgng, Hang nghin. Khong hé té.
“U.” t61 n6i ddy hao himg, “c6 1& minh s& lam viée ddy.”
“Hodc 1a cau co thé phat minh ra cai gi d6,” Suze noi.

“Vidu nhu la cai gi?”



“0, bat cir cai g, ¢6 ndi tu tin. “Cau thong minh ma. Cé nhé 1an c4i may loc ca phé bi hong khong, va cau da sang ché ra mdt cai méi day thoi.”
“Phéi rdi,” toi tré 11 v6i mdt chit tur hdo lan toa. “Phai, minh da im thé, ding khong?”
“Cau c6 thé d& dang trd thanh mdt nha phat minh. Hogic 13... Minh biét rdi! Thanh p mdt cong ty Internet. N6 ddng gi ca triéu diy!”

Toi nghi, ¢6 ding. C6 rét nhidu viéc t6i ¢6 thé kim dé Kiém Thém Tién. Hang dong viée! D6 chi i vin dé suy nghil! Bong nhién toi théy khé hon rét
nhiéu. Suze qua thyc 12 mdt nguoi ban tot. Toi nhoai ngudi va 6mco that chat.

“Camon cau, Suze” t6i noi. “‘Cau la mot vi ctru tinh.”

“Pau c6 gi dau,” cd noi va ciing om chit toi. “Nao, gidr cau hily cit miu quang cao 4y va bét dau kiém hang nghin...”” C6 ngimg lai mdt chit. “Con t6 s&
di goi ca ri lam san nhé?”’

“U duoc,” t61 n6i nho. “MOot sudt lim sin c6 1§ hay dy.”
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Ngan quy du kién: £2,50

Chi tiéu thyc té:

Chao Balti £15,00

May nghién hat chay dién £14,99

My tron £18,99

Thia gb 35 xu

Tap dé £9,99

Hai miéng trc ga £1,98

300g n4m 79 xu

Hanh 29 xu

Hat mii £1,29

Hat thi 1z £1,29

Gia vi tong hop £1,29

Hat tiéu hdi £1,29

DPinh hwong £1,39

Girng nghién £1,95

L4 nguyét qué £1,40

Ot bot £1.40
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Ngay 6 thang Ba ndam 2000

Gtri c6 Bloomwood:

S6 thé VISA tai Ngin hang S6 mdt PGNI: 1475832904847586
Camon ¢b vé bire th ngiy mimg 2 théng Ba.

Toi ¢6 thé khéing dinh voi cd B hé thong miy tinh ctia ching t6i duoc kiém tra thudng xuyén, va vi viy khé ning mdt “tryc tric”, nhu 6 ¢6 dé cap, i
kho c6 the xay ra. Chung t6i cling khong bi 161 Y2K nao ca. Tat ca cac phép tinh dau hoan toan chinh xac.

C6 ¢6 thé viét thur cho ¢6 Anne Robinson tai T Watchdog néu ¢6 muén, nhung t6i chic 1 ¢6 dy ciing dong y rang khong ¢6 Iy do nio dé phan nan.

Sao ké cua ching t6i cho biét khoan phai thanh toén cho thé VISA ciia ¢6 da qua han. Nhur ¢ ¢ thé thiy trong ban ké khai thé VISA gin ddy nhét, s6
tién t6i thiCu can thanh toan 1a £105,40. T6i mong sém nhin duge khoan tién d6 ctia c6, cang som cang tot.

Tréan trong,

Peter Johnson

Trudng phong Tai khoan Khach hang

Ban dang doc truyén Ty Thii Ciia Mot Tin D6 Shopping dwoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 8

ROI, NHU VAY CO LE ké hoach Cat Giam Chi Tiéu coi nhu khong thanh cong. Nhung khong sao, vi du gi thi n6 cting qua 1di. Chi 1 nhing suy nghi
tiéu cye - gio thi toi thue sur suy nghi rét tich cure. Tlep tuc va tién Ién. Phat trién va thinh cong, K.T.T. Nghil cho k thi d6 10 rang la mot giai phap t01
uu.Va ban blet g khong? Suze hoan toan ding Kiém Thém Tién thure sy hop véi tinh céch ctia t6i hon 1 Cét Giam Chi Tiéu. Toi camthay vui hon rét
nhidu. Chi can biét gid t61 khong phéi lim thém bat, ctr cai sandwich pho mét phién phirc hay di dén nha bao tang nifa cling da khién t0i cam thiy nhe
nhdmbict bao. Va gior thi t6i cho phép minh mua tat ca céc loai cappuccino i thich, va lai ticp tuc ngam nghia mua sam nhu trude. Oi tht nhe no! Toi
vira mdi quang cudn Kiém Soat Bong Tien Cua Ban vao thing rac. Toi chua bao gio nghind hay ho ca.

Chi ¢6 mbt diéu nho nho - rét nho thoi -  0i khong chéic minh s& im thé ndo.Y t6i k& Kiém Thém Tién &y. Nhung gios t0i da quyét dinh tién hanh, diéu
gl d6 s€ xuat hién, t6i chiac chan day.

Khi t6i dén chd 1am vao sang thir Hai, Clare Edwards da ngdi & ban — ngac nhién chua - dang ni chuyén dién thoai.

“Phai,” ¢6 néi nho. “N6 chic chin s& 1 mdt nim dau tuyét voi”

Khi thiy 61, that ngac nhién, mét c6 ta tng hong e then va kh& quay di. “Véng, t6i hiéu,” c6 ta thi thim, viét nguéch ngoac vao cudn sb. “Nhung con sau
nay thi sa0?”

Chiia m6i biét sao ¢ ta lai phai bi mat vay. Lam nhur thé ti quan tam dén cudc doi chan pgét cla ¢6 ta vay. Toi ngdi vao ban, bat may tinh Ién va mo
lich Iam viéc ra. O1 troi, t6i cd mit cude hop béo trong thanh pho. Mac duné co 1a van dé rong huru ¢t mém té nhat di nira, chi it cling duwoc mdt phen
bién khoi van phong va, néu may ntin, con duge uong sam panh. D6i khi cong viée cling c6 cai thil vi ctia nd. Va Philip chura vao cd nghia 1a bon t6i c6
thdi gian dé tan gau v6i nhau mot Iat.

“Nay, Clare” t61 n6i khi ¢6 ta dap dién thoai, “ky nghi cubi tudn ctia ciu thé nao?”

T6i do xét, hy vong dugc nghe cau chuyén vé van thurong I8 vé cai bi mit c6 ta dang gidu giém ban trai —nhung Clare ¢6 vé khong nghe thiy t6i ni.
“Clare?” t6i hoi ling ting. C6 ta nhin t6i voi d6i ma tmg hdng nhur thé t6i vira méi bt qua tang c6 ta Ky trom bit tir ti dé van phong pham vay.

“Nghe ndy,” c6 ta ndi vi vang “cudc n6i chuyén ma ciu nghe wira ndy Ay... Cau dimg ndi lai v6i Philip nhé.”

T6i ngd Clare mt cach kinh ngac. C6 ta dang ndi gi vay nhi? Oi troi - ¢6 ta c6 chuyén gi sao? Nhung tai sao lai lién quan dén Philip? Ong 13 sép ctia ¢o
ta, d4u phai ...
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Oi Chiia oi. Khong phai 1 ¢6 ta c6 chuyén gi voi Philip ddy chir?
Mot khoang im king dai va Clare dang ngwrong chin mt. Toi khong thé tin dwroc. Mot vu scandal trong cong s6! Va c6 dinh dang dén Clare Edwards!

“Nao, Clare, ké cho t6 di,” t6i thAm thi “Cau c6 thé ndi véi t6. Té khong ndi cho ai ddu,” t61 nhoai ngudi ra trurde diy thong cam. “Biét dau t& co thé
gip duge.”

“U.” Clare n6i, xoa mat, “U, ding viy. C6 I t& ciing cin 1i khuyén. Ap hyc dang dé én t6.”

“Bit d4u tir dAu ndo,” t6i binh finh ndi, gidng nhur trong muc Abby than yéu vdy. “Chuyén bt dau tir khi nao?”
“Pugc, t¢ s& ké cho ciu,” Clare thi thim, trong kha lo ]éng. “Khoang...sau thang trude.”

“Chuyén gi da xay ra?”

“Chuyén bt dau ké tir chuyén hop bao dén Scotland,” c6 ta chim i n6i. “Té & mdt noi xa... t& da dong y mi chang suy nghi @i ca. T6 nghi a minh hdo
huyén moi chuyén 1én.”

“Chuyén binh thurong 4y ma,” t6i noi mdt cach hiéu biét. Chia oi, t6i thich chuyén nay ddy.

“Néu Philip ma biét chuyén t& dang im, 6ng ta s& phat dién,” c6 ta ndi dy thit vong, “Nhung nd khong don gian vay dau, 6 da dimg mot céi tén khac
ma — va khong ai biét hét.”

“Cau ding tén khdc 4y ha?” toi héi dy non néng,

“MOt vai,” ¢d ndi va cudi cay déng, « Cau co thé thiy & dau do rdi.”” C6 ta thdt Ién naing nhoc. “T6 biét 1 lidu finh — nhung t& khong thé dimg lai duoc.
Thi thyre 1a t& quen 6 tién roi.”

Tién? C6 4y lam diém a?

“Clare, chinh xac thi cau dang...”

“DAu tién t¢ chi viét mot mau nho cho méng cam cb ctia t The Mail,” ¢ ta ndi nhur the khong nghe thdy t0i noi gi. “T6 nghi | ¢6 the am duge. Nhung
khi t6 bi yéu cAu viét mdt bai dai vé béo hiém cho t& The Sunday Times. Rdi dén to Porfolio. Va gios thi t¢ cir phéi viét ba bai bdo mbi tudn. T6 da am
modt cach bi mat, co gang to ra binh thudng...” C6 ta 0a khdc va Iic dau. “D6i khi no 1am té suy sup. Nhung t¢ khong thé ndi khdng duge nita. Té mac

ket rdi.”

Toi khong tin durge. C ta dang ndi vé cong viée. Cong vige! Toi thi lai nghi réing c0 ta dinh liu dén mdt phi vu i tinh ndo d6, sn sang nghe ngong nhitng
tinh tiét cu thé thi vi nhat — va tir nay dén gio, n6 that 1a nham chan...

Va rdi miy thir ¢ ta vira ndi nhu danh vao tam trf toi.

“Céu ndi 14 tién cong rat hdu hinh 477

“U phai,” ¢6 ta noi. “Khoang ba tram bang mdt bai. Thé nén minh m6i du dé tra tién nha chir.”

Ba tram bang!

Chin trim bang mdt tuan! Quy than ol

Dy chinh I cau tra loi. That dé dang T6i sé trg thanh cong tac vién bao chi, giong nhu Clare va kiém chin trdm bang mot tuan. Viée toi phai lam la bt
dAu thiét lAp cac mdi quan hé trong nhimg s kién dugc t6 chirc hop bao thay vi ngdi phia sau voi i Elly. Toi phai bit tay nghiém chinh véi céc nha tong
bién tap moi tap chi tai chinh trong nuée va deo the tén thurdng xuyén thay vi quéng ngay vao i, va roi goi ngay cho ho véi nhitng ¥ tudng khi da vé dén
van phong, Toi s& ¢6 £900 mit tuan! A ha!

Do d6 khi dén bubi hop bao, 6i cai bang tén cin than, Ay mdt cbe ca phé (khong ¢ sim panh — rat chén), va huéng thing t6i chd Moira Chaning ctia
& Daily Harald.

“Xin chao!” t6i n6i, git dau véi phong thai ma t6i hy vong 1 t6 vé nghiém tiic. “Becky Bloonwood, t& Successful Saving”

“Xin chao,” ¢ ta r}éi mot cgich lanh qhat 1o quay lai véi mdt ngudi phy nit trong nhom “Thé Ia chiing ta budc duge luot thy xay thir hai quay lai va phai
doc cho ho nghe vé luat chong pha r6i.”

“Oi, Moira, ti  nghiép chi,” ngudi phu nif kia n6i. Toi liéc mét nhin bang tén ctia ¢ ta, va thiy ¢o ta 1 Lavinia Bellimore, cong tac vién tir do. Um, chéng
¢6 gi phai gy 4n twong véi ¢o ta - ¢b ta 1 dbi thu canh tranh ma.

Du sao thi c6 ta cling chéng budn liéc t6i 1An ndo nita. Va cude ndi chuyén da chuyén sang chi dé hoc phi. Ho hoan toan 1o t6i di. “RA4t vui duoc gap lai



chi,” t6i 1 nhi r6i rit ém. Chia oi, t6i ¢ quén mét ki ho von lanh ing thé nao . Thoi, ching sao. Toi s& tim ai d6 khac véy.
Sau khi lich qua mdt anh chang cao 16n, t6i mim cuoi voi anh ta.

“Becky Bloomwood, cua t& Successful Saving.” T6i noi

“Geoftey Norris, nha bao tyr do,” anh ta n6i va hudng bang tén vé phia toi. Oi Chua oi! Khip noi déu 1 nha bao tu do!
“Anh viét cho & ndo vay?” tdi lich sy hoi, nghi it ra t6i ciing ¢6 thé kiém duoc vai ménh.

“Ciing tlty,” anh ta n6i map mo. Mt anh ta khong ngimg dao qua d4o lai dé tranh anh it cta toi. “Toi da timg im & t& Monetary Matters. Nhung ho
da sa thai to1.”

“Oi trof” 10 n6i.
“Lii con hoang dang kia kia,” anh ta n6i v udng can cdc ca phé. “Mot il con hoang! Pimg dén gin ching, Loi khuyén ciia t6i day.”

“Ok, 16i s& ghi nh6.” Toi ndi 16 rang rdi hui dan. “Thuyc ra 1 t6i phai di rdi...” Toi quay di va budc rit nhanh. Sao tdi cir toan thay minh ndi chuyén véi
nhitng ngudi ky cuc thé nhi?

Ngay ltic do, tiéng dn 40 ngung hén, moi nguoi bat dau ngung hén, moi ngudi bt dau tim chd ngdi. Toi di thing Ién hang ghé thir hai, nhit quyén sach
gioi thiéu bong loang dang doi t6i trén ghé va md cudn sb tay ra. Toi udc gi t6i da deo kinh vi nh vay trong t6i s& sang trong hon. Trong khi t6i dang viét
caitiéu de bang chir in hoa L& Khai Truong Qui Quéan Ly Tlen Tiét Kiém Huru Tri ¢ dau trang, thi mot ngudi dan 6ng trung nién t6i chura bao gio nhin
thay ngdi i phich xudng cai ghé canh t6i. Anh ta ¢ mai toc nau r6i boi, sic mii thude 1. Anh ta méic mdt chiée 4o khoéc trong cii son bén ngoai chiéc 4o
so mi 6 sam khong ca vat. Thém nita, t6i chot dé y thdy, anh ta di gy thé thao. Di gidy thé thao dén mot budi hop bao? Anh ta ngdi xudng, ngira ra
sau mdt céch thoai mai va nhin xung quanh voi doi mét nau hip hy.

“Day 1a mit trd diia phéi khong?”” anh ta im bam, rdi chot bt gip anh niit ctia toi. “TAt ca c4i vé hao nhoang nay. Tt ca c4i chuong trinh niy.” Anh ta
chi ra xung quanh. “C6 khong mé tit n6 day chir?”

Oi Chiia oi. Mot ké ky cuc nira.
“Hoan toan khong a” toi lich syr tra 104 va ¢ tim bang tén cta anh ta, nhung t6i khong thiy c4i ndo ca.

“Toi rét vui mimg vi dugc nghe diéu d6.” Anh ta noi roi lic Fie dau. L tai phiét khon khiép.” Anh ta chi vé phia trude, noi ¢6 ba ngudi dan dng vén
nhitng bd do dat tién dang ngdi phia sau ban chu toa. “Chiing s€ khong thé song n6i voi ndm muroi bang mdt tuan, phai khong?”

“O... khong thé,” t6i ndi “Dung hon I ndm muroi bang mdt phit.” Anh ta ién cuoi on.

“P6 [a mot cai tit rt hay. Toi hin s& dimg n6.” Anh ta gio tay ra,. “Eric Foreman, to Daily World.”

“Daily World?” i simg sbt. Oi trof, & Daily World. Toi phai bt mi nho nho B, toi mé mén t Daily World. N6 chi | mdt t& béo kho nho, nhung rt dé
doc, dac biét la khi ban ¢ trén tau. ( Tay t6i han I rat yéu, hodic bi sao do, vi cdm to Times duoc mot ic a ching rat dau. Va r6i tat ca cac trang cr lan
16n hét. Thét 1 con 4c mdng,) voi lai miy bai ciia muc “Thé gidi phu nir”” thyre syr thi vi.

Nhung chd d - chic chin 14 t6i da gip chi bién vé tai chinh ciia to Daily World rdi. RS rang 1 mdt nguoi phu ni diéu da tén Marjorie kia ma? Vay thi
vindy la ai?

“T6i chura gdp anh bao gio thi phai,” t6i thin trong ndi. “Anh 1a ngurdi moi a?”

Eric Foreman cudi khting khuc. “Toi d lim & d6 murdi nam. Nhung tai chinh khong phéi i mang ciia t6i.” Anh ta thap giong, “Toi & ddy dé khéi chuyén
mot ic. Tong bién tip da dua t6i vio mot chién dich moi ma ching t6i dang thire hién: “Ching Ta Cé Thé Tin Nhirg Quy Péu Tu Khong?”

Anh ta thim chi néi bang ding giong béo chi.

“Nghe tuyét qua nhi,t0i noi.

“C6 thé, c6 thé. Vi didu kién toi phai hiéu duoc tit ca cac van dé vé chuyén mdn.” Anh ta nhén nit. “Toi chua bao gidr gioi tinh toan.”

“T61 thay khong dang lo,” t6i nha nhén noi. “Anh khong nhat thiét phai biét nhleu lim Anhs& somtlmthay cai gila quan trong. Co ban, nhiing nguoi nay
dang tién hanh mot ké hoach mi véi tién tlet kiém huru tri...” t61 liéc vao cudn sach gioi thiéu, «...va dé khich ¢, nhirng nguoi dau tu dudi hai im tudi s&
duge khiu hao. Pidu dé I ding dfn thoi, tt nhién i, boi vi anh ¢ ké hoach cho viée nghi huu cang som cang t6t.”

“O dung vay,” Eric Foreman nhéc lai, mim mdt nu curdi noi khoe miéng, “To6i co thé duoc biét, ¢d c6 tién tiét kiém nghi huu khong?”

“A... khong,” t6i thi nhan. “Hién gid thi t6i chura co...nhung t6i da du dinh rd rang rdi, ngay sau khi t6i quyét dinh dwoc phwong 4n dau tu.”

Chuyén nay 1a co that. Ngay sau khi tra hét tAt ca no nin, t6i s& thuc hién ké hoach tiét kiém tién nghi huru va ciing s€ 1a nha du tu vao mdt quy dAutu



dai han déng tin cay. Tham chi tdi con dinh ding mdt s6 tién nhan rdi vao viéc budn ban. Y 6i 1, mot quyét dinh ding dén day chir, phai khong?
“Nghe tuyét ddy,” Eric Foreman curoi rang 1. “C6 rat thong minh” Anh ta nhin bang tén cta toi. “C6 ...”

“Rebecca Bloomwood, t Successfil Saving.” Toi ndi véi phong cach ngoai giao tt nhét ctia minh.

“Rét vui dugc lam quen voi c6, Rebecca,” Anh ta n6i va luc tii léy ra mit tAm danh thiép.

“0, t0i cam on’” t0i vira ndi vira cAp toc véi ly cai tli dé luc tim danh thiép. Tuyét! t6i dac théing nghir khi trao thiép cho anh ta. Toi dang am quen voi
mot to bdo cap trung wong, Toi dang trao d6i danh thiep!

Negay lic d6 tit ca cac micro bat én rdi ciing tiéng rit doi lai. Va mdt c6 gii toc den dimg trén khéin dai dang Iy giong. Sau ¢0 ta | tim man chiéu voi
dong chit “Ban quan ly Tai san Sacrumi” n6i Ién trén nén anh hoang hon.

Toi nh6 ra ¢6 ta roi. C6 ta da o ra rat kiéu ky VO t0i trong mot budi hop bao namngoai. Nhung Philip thich c6 ta, vi ¢6 ta gri cho 6ng 4y mdt chai sim
panh moi dip Gidng sinh, vi vay t0i s€ phai tdng boc céi ké hoach mdi vdi tien tiet kiém nghi huru ndy.

“Thura quy ba, quy ong,” c6 ta ndi “tén toi | Maria Freeman, t6i rat vui mimg chao dén quy vi dén véi budi khai trrong Hé Thong Quén Iy Tién Tiét
kiém Huu tri Sacrum. Pay 12 mot loat chuong trinh mdi me, dugc thiet ké dé lién ket linh hoat va an toan dudi sy thure hién hiéu qua ctia Sacrum.”

Mot biéu db xuat hién trén méan hinh trude mét ching t6i véi mot dudng ké do nhip nhé 1én xudng trén modt duong ké den manh hon.

“Nhur biéu db cho thdy,” Maria Freeman tyr tin néi va chi vao cai duong mau d6 nhap nhé. “Quy Kinh doanh Anh qudc ctia ching ta thanh cong virot
tri trong linh vre hoat dong riéng ciia n6.”

“Hirm,” Eric Forerman Am bam véi ti, cau my nhin cubn séch giéi thiéu “Vay déy 1a cai gi ndo? Toi nghe don i Ban Quén Iy Tai san Sacrum hoat dong
khong tot.” anh ta chi Ién biéu d6. “Nhung nhin xem ndy. Thanh cong virgt trdi trong finh vire ctia nd.”

“Véng, dung vAy” t6i tham thi lai “ho chi so v6i nhiing ngwdi kém hon rdi tr nhan minh 1 ngudi chién théng,” T6i chi Ién c4i biéu db trong cubn séch.
“Nhin xem, ho thim chi con khdng xac dinh duge cai goi [a finh wre d6 1a gl.”

“Hay déy” Eric Foreman ndi va nhin vao nhom Sacrum dang ngdi trén khan dai. “Chiing 1 nhitng tén khén 161 doi, phai khong?”

Ga ndy thue su cha biét gi ca. Toi thiy that toi nghiép anh ta.

Maria Freeman dang noi voi giong déu déu, con ti kiém ché mdt céi ngép. Van dé phién phirc khi ngdi trén sin khau k& gia v t6 ra himg tha va phéi ghi
chép. “Tien Tiet kiém Huu tr?” t6i viet va vé& mdt duong lodn quan ¢ dudi. Sau do thi t6i bien may duong ay thanh day nho 16i bat dau v& may chiim nho
va la xung quanh.

Ngay sau day, t6i xin gi6i thiéu Mike Dillon, nguoi phuy trach ban dau tu s& Ién trinh bay vai didu v6i quy vi vé cc phuong phap ciia ho. Trong lic do,
néu ai co cau héi...”

“C6,” Eric Foreman ndi. “Toi c6 mdt cau hoi.” Toi ngude 1én khoi dong day nho ctia minh, hoi ngac nhién

“A, ving,” Maria Forerman mim cuoi ngot ngio voi anh ta. “Va anh a...”

“Eric Foreman, t& Daily World. Toi mudn biét céc vi duoe tra bao nhiéu?” Anh ta chi doc day ban chu toa.

“Gi c0?”” Maria Freeman hoi bbi rdi nhung rdi lai Hy lai binh tinh “O, ¥ anh i cac chi phi. Vang, ching toi dang giai quyét van dé do..”

“T6i khong ndi dén phi t6n,” Eric Foreman n6i “Y 01 I cac-vi-duge-tra- hrong-bao-nhiéu? Anh, Mike Dillon.” Anh ta chi ngén tay vé phia Mike. “Anh
duoc bao nhiéu? Sau chit s6 phai khong? Dé rdi dé ra trong dau diroc gi hon nhimg hoat dong thure sur tham hoa ctia Ban Quan Iy Tai san Sacrum nim
vira qua — cha phai anh nén ra ngoai ma xem xét sao?”’

Toi thure su stmg sot. Toi chua timg thiy chuyén nhur thé niy ¢ mdt budi hop bao. Chura bao gio!

C6 tiéng xi xa0 trén ban chi toa, va rdi Mike Dillon viron nguoi vé phia micro.

“Ching t6i xin phép tiép tuc phén trinh bay, ’anh ta ndi, “va...va dé nhimg cau hoi lai sau.”” By dang anh ta hoan toan chéing hé thoai mai.

“Chi m0t cau hoi nira thoi,” Eric Foreman ndi * Cac vi s€ noi thé nao voi mot trong cac doc gia cua ching t61, nguoi da dau tur vao chuong trinh Trong
lai An toan v mit mudi nghin bang?” Anh ta liéc nhanh va nhéy mit v6i toi. “Cho ho xem céi biéu dd trdn an dep d& nhur thé kia phai khong? Va néi véi
ho 14 cac vi la ‘hang du cta nh vuc’?”

Oi that ky khoi! Tét ca cac thanh vién ctia Sacrum tréng nhur thé sip chét ngit.

“Mot thong cao vé du an Tuong lai An toan da dwoc phat hanh ngay lic d6.” Maria Freeman n6i va nhin Eric cudi mot cach lanh ling. “Tuy nhién bubi
hop béo ndy chi xoay quanh chu dé H¢ Thong Tiet kiém Huru tri moi. Néu ong c6 thé chd dén khi phan trinh bay ket thuc...”



“Dumg lo,” Eric ndi day khoan khodi. “Toi s& khong ¢ lai day dé nghe méy thir v& van 4y dau. Toi cho 14 ti da ¢6 nhimg céi toi cAn.” Anh ta dimg day
va cudi toe toét \(éi to1. “Rat vui duoc gip 96, Rebecca” anh ta n6i nhanh, ‘“va camon nhén dinh ctia ¢6.” Anh ta chia tay ra bt ma khong can biét toi
dang lam gi. Va roi khi moi nguroi trd vé cho ngdi, xi xao ban tan, anh ta di doc hang ghé r6i ra khoi phong,

“Thura quy vi,” Maria Freeman n6i, hai ma do bimg. “Do... sy phién nhiéu~ ndy, ching ta s& nghi gidi lao trude khi tiép tuc. Xin mdi quy vi ding tra hay ca
phé. Xin camon.” C6 ta tat micro, budc xuong buc va nhanh chong ra ché nhdm ngurdi cuia ban quan Iy Tai san Sacrum.

“Cau khong bao gid nén cho anh ta vao.” T6i nghe thiy mot ngudi noi.
“T6i ¢6 biét anh ta i ai dau!” Maria tra Ioi. “Anh ta ndi i cong tic vién cta to The Wall Street Journal!”

Oi, con thé nira chir! Toi chua bao gios thiy nhiéu chuyén hay ho nhu thé nity ké tir lin Alan Derring ctia & Daily Investor dimg dy trong mt budi hop
bao cua Provident Assurance va ndi véi moi ngudi rang anh ta s€ trd thanh phy nit va muon moi ngudi goi anh ta 1a Andrea.

Toi di vé phia cudi phong dé Iy mot tach ca phé nira thi thiy Elly dang dimg canh ban ca phé. Thét tuyét. Qua lau toi chwa gip ¢b y.
“Chao,” ¢b Ay tuoi cudi néi. “Té thich anh ban m6i ctia cu ddy. Rét hom hinh.”

“T6 biét ma,” t0i ndi mot cach vui vé. “Anh ta duoc ddy chir?” Toi voi mdt cai banh quy socola boc gidy vang va dura tach ciia minh cho ngudi phuc vu
ot thém Sau d6 t6i lay thém hai cai banh quy nita va nhét vao tii. (Kéo dé lang phi ma.)

Quanh chiing t6i 1 nhitng tiéng trd chuyén 6n 4o, nthom Sacrum van dang tim tum trén san khau. That hay! Thé nay thi chiing t6i c6 thé ba hoa hang gio.

“Nay,” t6i n6i voi Elly. “Gan day cau co thi tuyén viée gi nira khong?” Téi nhip mdt ngum ca phé. “Vi t& thiy mdt nguoi & to New Woman hom trudc
moi chuyén sang t& Media Guardian. Va t& muon bao véi cau. Nghe bao can phai cé kinh nghiém vé khach hang, nhung minh nghi 1a cdu ¢6 thé ndi...”

“Becky,” Elly ngit 101 bang mot giong ky cuc, “cdu c6 biét cong viéc cia t6 hién nay khong?”

“Gi co?” t6i nhin ¢6 4y chidm chim. “Khong phai viéc quan 1y quy d6 chir. Nhung nd déu 6 nghiém tic. Chi i mdt cong cu dé nic ca thoi m.”
“Minh d& nhan viéc 161, ¢6 Ay noi, con t6i ngd ngang nhin ¢6 iy chim chim

Bdng nhién c6 mdt giong ndi phat ra tir trén khan dai, va ching toi cling ngudc kén.

“Thura quy vi,” Maria noi. “Xin quy vi quay lai chd ngdi.”

Toi rét tiéc nhung t61 khong thé quay lai chd d6 ngdi dugc nita. Toi phéi biét vé chuyén nay.

“Pi thoi,” t6i n6i nhanh v6i Elly. “Bon minh khong can phai & lai ddy dau. Bon minh d& c6 mdt tap thong cao bao chirdi con gi. Pi an trua thoi.”

Mot chit ngn ngir - trong mot khoanh Kkhéc d& so t6i nghil c6 4y s& ndi khong, ¢6 Ay mudn & lai va nghe vé tién tiét kiém huru tri ca nhan. Nhung rdi ¢o
4y curoi hén ho va kéo tay t6i - co Ay da bi thuyét phuc - ching toi tung ting ra khoi phong,

C6 mot quan Café Rouge ngay gan do, thé 1a ching toi dén thing d6 va goi mot chai vang trédng. Noi tht i t6i vin con hoi sdc. Elly Granger s& trd
thanh mdt nha quéan Iy quy ctia Whetherby. C6 dy dang bo miic t6i. Toi s& ching con ai dé di choi ciing nira ca.

Ma sao ¢6 4y lim dugce nhi? C6 Ay nudn trd thanh nguoi dep bién tap ctia to Marie-Clare ma, vi Chia!
“Nio, céi gi khién cau quyét dinh vay?” T6i hoi dy canh gidc vi ruou ctia ching toi dang dén.

“Oi, 6 ciing chang biét nita,” co Ay n6i, rdi thé dai. “Té chi ctr phan van, minh s& di vé dau? Cau biét ddy, t6 ctr xin dugc nhimg viée rt hoanh trang
trong nghé bao r6i tham chi cha tirng duge moi phong van...”

“Nhurng roi thé ndo cdu ciing s€ duge goi thdi,” t61 ndi chac chan. “Té biet the ma.”

“C6 theé ¢4, ¢6 Ay ndi. “Ciing 6 thé khong Va trong liic d6, 16 s& phii viét v vin dé tai chinh nham chén nay mi - rdi bong dung t6 nghi sao minh
khong quing béng nd di va lam cong viéc tai chinh chan ngat do. It nhat t& cling s€ co mdt cong viée phu hop.”

“Cau da c6 mdt cong viée phit hop roi ma!”

“Khong, khong phai. To da rét tuyét vong, Té da cb o 1ai ma khong muc dich, khong ké hoach, khong tirong lai...” Elly 6a khoc khi c6 4y nhin thay

[T

khuon mit toi. “Y t6 1, t6 rat khdc cau,” ¢d Ay voi vang noi, “cau ning dong hon t& rt nhidu.”
Ning dong? C6 4y dia a?

“Vay khi ndo cau bt dau?” 10 doi chi dé - vi ndi thét, toi théy hoi bj dong cham boi chuyén niy. Toi khong c6 ké hoach, toi khong c6 twong lai. C6 1§
t01 cling tuyét vong, Co I€ t6i cling nén ngam nghi vé su nghi€p cta minh. Chia oi, dicu nay tht 1a budn.



“Tuan sau,” Elly n6i, va udng mit ngum rrou. “T6 s& am & van phong trén phd Silk.”

“Thé ha?” t6i khd s& noi.

“Va t& con phai mua mot loat quﬁn 40 moinira,” cd éy noi thém va hoi nhan mat. 0 Whetherby ho an niic sang trong Bm”
Quén 4o moi? Quan 40 mGi? Thoi rdi, gior thi toi thure sur ghen ti.

“Té da dén Karen Millen dé mua do,” 6 4y n6i va an mot trai 6liu ngAm “Tiéu mit khoang mdt nghin bang”

“Oi trdi,” t61 ndi va cam thiy hoi sdc. “Mot nghin bang, chi trong mbt An?”

“U, t¢ bude phai m nhur vay,” ¢6 Ay néi vé hdi 16i. “Nhung di sao gior & ciing s& kiém duge ma.”

“That u?”

“That nm,” cd 4y ndi va cudi khe khé “nhiéu hon nhiéu.”

“L4...bao nhiéu?” t6i hoi, cam thiy vo cling td md.

“Lurong khoi diém 1 bdn muroi nghin bang,” ¢ dy n6i va hoi nhiin vai. “Con sau dy, ai ma biét. Ho n6i la..”

ROi ¢6 4y bat dau noi vé cong viée, cac bac hrong, rdi tién thuong, Nhung t6i khong thé nghe thém mdt tir ndo nita. Toi da quéa sdc.
Bdn muroi nghin bang? Téi chi kiém dugc ¢6...

Thyec ra t0i ¢6 nén ndi cho céc ban biét t6i kiém dugc bao nhiéu 1 khong nhi? Khong phéi n la mbt trong nhirng diéu cAmky va ban khong nén dé cap
dén trong mdi quan hé ngoai giao sa0? Hay ngy nay ching ta déu duoc phép ndi vé chuyén tién nong? Suze hin biét diéu do.

Oi,quy that! Ban biét moi thr khac, diing khong? Sy thét thi, t6i kiém dugc £21.000. Va t0i da nghi nhur vay a thét nhiéu. Toi nhé rét ro B khi t6i doi
chd am, 16i da duroc tang tir £18.000 kén £21.000 va t6i nghi a 6 da thanh cong rue 1. Toi rét vui mimg v& viée d6 va t6i d timg viét danh séch bét
tan vé nhiing thir t6i s€ mua vdi so tién du ra.

Nhung gios thi duong nhur n6 chéing | gi ca. Toi can kiém bon muroi nghin nhur Elly, va mua tht cé quan 4o ctia t6i & hiéu Karen Millen. Oi, thit 2 bét
cong. Cudc song cua t6i [a mot tham kich thure su.

Trén dudng vé toa soan, ti thiy rat rau ri. C6 I8 t6i cling nén bo nghé bao dé tro thanh nha quan Iy qug. Hojc Ia nhén vién ngin hang thuong mai. Ho
ki@m duoc hau hinh lim ma, phai khér}g? Co the t6i s€ gia nhdp Goldman Sachs hay cho nao d6. Ho phai kiém dugce ca triéu mot nam chir nhi? Chia oi,
dieu do qua tuyét. Toi tu hoi 4 Iam theé nao ho ¢ duge cong vie nhu vay?

Nhung ma mat khdc... t6i ¢6 thure sur muén tré thanh nhan vién ngén hang hay khong? Toi khong dinh néi dén cai phan toan-quan-ao-Karen-Millen ctia
van dé. Thye t&, t61 nghi t6i c6 thé am viée d6 rat t5t. Nhung toi khong chic vé phan con lai. Cai phan day-som-va-lamrviéc-cét-lyc. Khong phai a t6i
Iwdi hay gi ca, nhung t6i thich viéc ¢6 ca budi chiéu & Image Store, hodc hrdt qua may trang bao roi gia vo nhu dang nghién ctru ma khong ai thit chét
thoi gian ctia t0i ci. N6 khong giong nhu cong viée m6i ma Elly s& lim t6i day. That ra cong viée d6 nghe chimg chang c6 gi thii vi va sang tao hét. Va
liéu Ay ¢6 nhAn vién ngén hang ¢ wui tinh dwoc khong? May budi hop béo ctia ho da cho thiy 15 - vi vy tudng turong ra chuyén m viée cling ho, that
14 ring minh.

Hirm, gia nhur ¢ cach ndo gitip t0i ¢6 thé kiém duge quan o dep — ma khong phai lim nhitng cong viée dang sg 6. Cai niy chir khong phai cai kia.
Gia nhur ¢6 cach ndo... Mit t6i tur dong dao qua nhitng 6 ctra kinh clia céc cira hang khi toi di qua, xem mau trumg by - va bong dung t6i ngimg lai.

Péy I tAm bién roi tir trén trdi xubng, Han 14 nhur véy.

Toi dirng bén ngoai cira tiém Ally Smith - noi c6 méy chiéc o khoac 1ong Ry trong cira kinh va c6 mot bang chit viét tay treo trén khung kinh cira ra
vao. “Can tuyén. Nhan vién ban hang thir bdy. Phong van bén trong.”

Toi suyt ngAt khi thiy tim bién. Nhu thé bi sét danh tring hay dai loai viy. Thé quai nao minh khdng nghi ra viée nay sém hon nhi? That I séng sudt. Toi
s& lam mdt cong vi€c vao thir bdy. Toi s€ lam & mdt ctra hang quin do! Bang cach dd, i ¢6 the kiém duoc hang dong tién va s& duge gidm gia moi loai
quan do. Va thyc té, lam viéc & mot cira hang ban quan 4o s& thi vi hon réat nhiéu so voi viée quan ly quy. Toi co thé chon quan o cho minh trong khi
giip do khach hang, Toi that ra s€ dugc tra tién d€ mua sam!

Tuyét voi kinh khing, t6i nghi, sai budc vao ctra hang v6i mdt nu cuoi thin thién trén mt. Toi d biét mot diéu gi d6 6t lnh s& dén hom nay ma. Toi da
linh cam thay dieu do.

Nua gio sau, 61 bude ra voi ny cudi trén niit, con lon hon ca lic vao. Toi ¢ co mdt cong viée vao thir Bay. Toi s€ lam viéc tir tam rudi dén ndm rudi
thtr Bay hang tuan, £4.80 mdt gid va gidm gid 10% voi moi loai quan 40! Va sau ba thang, no sé tang lén 20%! Tat ca kho khén tién nong ctia t6i da ket
thic.



On Chua @6 1a mot bu()i chiéu yén tinh. Vay 1a ho dé toi dién vao don xin viéc tai chd va Danielle, nguoi quan ly da phong vén t0i ngay sau d6. Ban dau
chi ta con ve khong méy tin tuong, déc biét I khi t6i noi t0i c6 mjt cong viée toan thoi gian a mdt phong vién tai chinh, muon lam viéc nay dé kiém thém
tién va quan 4o. “Cong viéc ndy Vét va ddy,” chi ta ctr nhéic di nhéc lai nhu viy. “Emc6 biét diéu d6 khong? Cong viée ndy s& vat va lim ddy.” Nhung
61 nghif diéu da 1am cho chi ta d6i y 1 khi ching t6i bt dAu ndi chuyén vé cira hang, Toi thich hing Ally Smith, vay 1 tit nhién toi biét 16 gia ca cia timg
mit hang va biét 13 ho c6 diém gi twong tur v6i hiing Jigsaw hay French Connection khong, Cubi cing thi Danielle nhin t6i thich thi va n6i “Tét, em1d
rang 13 rat thich thoi trang ™ Va 1di chi ta giao cong viéc d6 cho t6i. Toi khong thé chd duoc nita. Toi s& bit dau vao thir By tuan nay! Tuyét qué phai
khong?

Khi tré vé van phong, t6i cam thiy v cting hd hoi voi thanh cong ctia minh. Toi nhin quanh, va bdng thiy dudng nhu cude sbng trong cai van phong quai
quy niy qua nham chan va han hep cho mot tim hdn day sang tao nhur t6i. Toi khong thude vé noi nay, gilta mot ddng théng cao bao chi mic meo va
méy tinh loc coc khic khd. Téi thudc vé thé gii ngoai kia, gitta nhitng 4nh dén rue & va nhitng chiée 4o cashmere cia Ally Smith. C6 thé t6i s& m
cong viée ban hang chinh thire lubn, toi tlﬁmnghl khi ngdi vao ban. C6 thé t6i s& md mot chudi ctra hang d6 hiéu! Toi s& i mot trong nhlmg ngudi xuat
hién trén cac béo vé& doanh nhén thanh dat xuit sic. “Becky Bloomwood d ‘ting 14 mOt phong vién tai chinh khi c6 nay ra ¥ tudng vé chudi cira hang
Bloonwood. Va gio né da 1 mdt hé théng thanh cong trén khiip dit nurée. Y tudng ndy ra trong cd mdt ngdy khi co..

Pién thoai kéu va toi nhdc may.
“Véng’ t6i n6i hitng ho. “Rebecca Bloomwood nghe day.” Téi da suyt thém vao “cira hiéu Bloonwood,”” nhung nhur thé ¢6 vé hoi sém.
“Co Bloomwood, t6i a Derek Smeath tir Ngan hang Endwich.”

Sao co? Qua stmg sdt, ti am cai dién thoai roi danh cop xudng ban va phai qud quang nhét Ién. Trong lic d6 thi tim toi dap lién hoi. Sao Derek Smeath
lai biet noi t6i lam viéc? Sao dng ta lai cé sO dién thoai cua t6i?

“Cau khong sao day chir?”” Clare Edwards to mo hoi.
“Khong sao.” Toi nuot nurde miéng, “Khong sao, t¢ on.”

Va gior thi ¢6 ta nhin toi. Toi khong thé bo dién thoai xudng va v nhur 1 ¢6 ngudi nhim sb duoc. Toi phéi ndi chuyén véi dng ta. Puroc, diéu toi phai im
1a n6i that nhanh va ho hoi roi co gang tam biét 6ng ta cang nhanh cang tot.

“Xin chao!” T6i ndi vao dién thoai. “Xin 16i vé& chuyén vira rdil C6 diéu 13, t6i dang ban chit chuyén. Ong biét déy!”

“C6 Bloomwood, t6i d3 viét cho co nﬁy buc thu,” Derek Smeath néi, “va khong mdt burc nao c6 cau tra 16i thoa dang ca.”
Oi, dng ta c6 vé rat nghiém trong, That 1 khing khiép. sao 6ng ta lai xudt hién va pha hong mdt ngdy tuoi dep cia t6i chir.
“Gan day i rat ban,” toi ni. “Béc... bac ciia toi Smning. Va t6i da phai & bén canh bac 4y.”

“T6i hiéu,” 6ng ta néi. “Nhung du sao...”

“Va 10i bac Ay da mét” toi thém vao.

“Toi rat tiéc vé diéu d6,” Derek Smeath ndi. Ong ta ching ¢6 vé tiéc thurong gi ca. “Nhung diéu d6 khong thay d6i duoc sur that 1 tai khoan tién mét cia
¢6 hién tai dang ¢ mirc...”

Con nguoi nay khong ¢6 tim hay sao? Khi 6ng ta l?ét dAu n6i vé tai khoan vang lai, khoan théu chi va hop dong, t6i ¢b y bo dng nghe ra vi vy toi ching
nghe thiy diéu gi khién minh buon ca. Toi dang ngim nghia may cai van gb trén ban, tw hoi liéu minh ¢6 thé gid vor tinh c& danh roi 6ng nghe vao lai ban
may dugc khong? T¢ that! Minh s€ lam gi day? Minh s lam gi day?

“Va néu nhur tinh hinh khéng dugc giai quyét,” dng ta noi mdt cach ctmg rin, “ti e 1 toi bude phai...”

“Puoc 101, t6i thdy minh cit ngang. “Puoc, vi... t6i sdp c6 mdt khoan tién.” khi ndi nhur vdy, t0i cam gidc hai mé nng bimg toi 16i. Nhung du sao, t6i co
the lam gi khac dugc kia chir?

‘CC) /\E ??’
“Vang,” t6i vira noi vira nubt nurée miéng, “Chuyén 1, bac... bac t6i da dé lai cho t6i mot khoan trong di chic.”

Diéu d6 ciing khé ding déy chir. Y t6i s, 1 rang béc Ermintrude s& c6 thé dé lai cho toi chit tién. Du sao, t6i ciing | dira chéu yéu ctia ba ma, phai
khong? Co ai mua cho ba khan quang ctia Denny and George co chir? “T6i s€ chuyén vao tai khoan trong vai tuan nita.” t6i noi thém cho chac chan.

“Mét nghin bang,”
Toi chot nhdn ra i minh nén néi B mudi nghin bang, nhur thé han s& gy 4n tuong véi ong ta. Hirm, gior thi qua mudn roi.

“C6 n6i I trong hai tudn t6i ¢6 s& giri mot nghin bang vao tai khoan ctia minh.” Derek Smeath noi.



“0.... vang,” t0i ndi sau mdt khoang ngimg, “Diing vay”

“Toi rat mimg vé diéu do,” ong ta noi. “Toi da ghi lai cude ndi chuyén ctia ching ta, c6 Bloomwood, va t6i s& chd mdt nghin bang diroc chuyén ctia co
vao ngly 26 thang 3.”

“T6t,” ti tur tin noi. “Vay da nhi?”

“Con bay gio, xin tam biét, co Bloonwood.”

“Tam biét,” t6i n6i, r0i dat may.

Thoét rdi, on Cha.
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“Chao mimg ban dén véi bi quyét tuyét nhét tai Anh qudc...” t roi ghi. “Gia dinh Khung Pep ctia nhitng ngudi lim viée tai nha!Hay tré thanh thanh vién
va kiém tién trong s thoai méi ctia chinh céin nha ban. Nhiing huéng din vo cing don gian ctia chiing t6i s& gitp céc ban khi céc ban budc vio cong
viée kiém tién 16n nhét cta doi minh. C6 thé cac ban s& dung tién kiém duge dé mua mot chiée xe hoi, hay mdt con thuyén - hodc lam nhitng didu dac
biét cho ai d6. Va nhé I - s6 tién ban kiém dugc hoan toan phu thudc vao chinh ban.”

T6i bi cudn hit ot do. Thé quéi ndo ma t6i khong Am viée ndy tir trude nhi? Dy qua B mdt ké hoach tuyét hao! Toi s& lim cat e trong vong 2 tuln,
10i tra hét no ndn, di nghi, va mua hang dng quan 4o moi.

Toi bt d4u xé toac g6i hang, va mdt ddng vai soi dot nhién roi xudng san. Vai manh tron, rdi vai ménh in hoa. That ra trong né kha xiu xi — nhung m, ai
quan tim chir? Viée cta t6i chi 3 Jim nhitng cai khung va nhan tién. T6i kiém to hudng dan va tim thdy ching & dudi mot dong bia cimg, Va chic chéin
1 cong viée cue ki don gian. Nhitng gi ban phai im 1 dan bong 16t vao khung bia cting, boc kin vai trén bé miit cho dep, 1di dinh vién doc phia sau dé
che chd ndi. Tét ca chi c6 thé! Hoan toan don gidn va ban duoc £2 mot khung. C6 150 céi trong goi hing — nén néu t6i im duge 30 cai mbt tdi trong
vong mot tudn t6i s& kiém droc 300 bang chi trong thdi gian ranh rdi ctia minh.

Oi Chia oi. Oi Chiia oi. Ai da thiét ké ra nhitng thir chét tiét nay? Khong c6 du vai dé che phit hét ca cai khung va bong 16t trong, Hay tdi thiéu ban ciing
phéi cang vai ra hét ¢& - va boi vi qua mong —n6 lién rach toac. Toi con m 16t hd ra tham, rdi imméo 2 c4i khung bia cimg lic kéo ching, va cai
khung duy nhét t6i m trong tht op ep. Va t6i da phai im no trong vong...

To6i ngép, nhin thoi gian, va dot nhién sdc ning. D& 11 rudi rdi, nghia 13 t6i da lam trong vong 3 tiéng dong hd. Trong khoang thdi gian Ay t6i Bm duroc
mdi mdt cai khung trong thit qué quit ma toi khong chic ho s& chap nhan, va imhong 2 c4i. Thé ma t6i du dinh phai lim duoc 30 cai r6i co!

Puing lic 4y clra mo va Suze vé.

“Chao cau” co dy n6i, di vao phong khach. “BUGi ti vui vé chir ha?”

“Khong hoan toan” ti cau kinh n6i. “Té da lam cai dong ndy...”

“Thdi, dirng ban tam’” c6 éy dot ngdt ndi. “Vi doan xem chuyén gi nao? Cau cd mot nguwoi hAmmd bi mét da?iy.”

“Gi co” t6i n6i, giat minh.

“C6 ngudi rit thich cau ddy” ¢6 4y ndi, cdi 4o khoac ra. “Tdi nay t& moi biét diéu do. Céu s& khong doan ndi ai dau!”

Luke Brmﬁon XUt @én ngay trong du t6i trude khi toi kip ngdn n6 lai. That 1a nyre cudi. Véi lai, Suze lam sao ma biét dugc? Y nghi ngd ngém, cuc ki
ngd ngan. Khong thé nao.

Cb 4y c6 thé da dam sim vao hén lic & rap chiéu phimy, t6i thAm nghil. Xét cho cing thi, ¢6 4y c6 biét héin ma diing khong? Va hin c6 thé da noi..
“Pd Ia anh ho t61” co éy hoan hi noi. “Tarquin, Anh éy thure sur thich cau.”

Oi, lay Chia.

“Anh dy da thim chét mé cau” c6 vui sudng tiép tuc. “Thuc ra ki anh Ay da chét mé ngay tir khi gip cau!”

“Vay 4?” t6i n6i “U'thi, t6 ciing... doan vay” Mt Suze sang lén

“Vay I cau da biét rdi 42

“U thi” t6i n6i, va ngwong nghiu nhin vai. Toi ¢ thé n6i gi chir? Toi khong thé néi voi ¢b Ay ring ong anh ho quy hoa ciia co dy khién toi son ca gai dc.
The nén t6i bat dau cam miéng vai dat 1én khung anh trede mit, va Suze nhoén mdt ny cuol.

“ANh 4y thure s thich cau!” ¢6 n6i. “Té da bao anh Ay nén goi cho cau va mdi cau di choi. Cau khong thiy phién ding khong?”’
“Di nhién | khong” t6i thd thé noi.

“Thé khong tuyét sa0?” Suze n6i. “Néu 2 ngudi cudi nhau. Té ¢ thé lam phiy dau.”

“U” t6i n6i, ¢d cudi that troi. “Hay day”

Nhirng gi ma t6i & km, ti ngh, 1 dong y mot budi hen ho chi dé t6 ra lich sur - va sau d6 huy bo no vao phit cudi. Va hy vong Tarquin s& phai tr vé
Scotland hay gi d6, va ching t6i ¢ thé quén hét chuyén nay.

Nhung néi that, t6i thure sy khong thé di choi voi Tarquin. Bay i t6i ¢6 2 1y do dé khiép so tiéng chudng dién thoai.
D sao, thét nhe no, thir 7 da dén va ti chura phai nghe mot 104 ndo tir Tarquin. Hay Derek Smeath. Cudi cting thi moi ngudi ciing dé t6i duge séng yén!

Nhung xét mit khac hoi tiéu cuc hon, t6i d3 lap ké hoach lim 150 khung anh tuan niy — nhung dén gios t6i moi chi lam duoc 3 cai, va ching c6 caindo
giong céi trong birc anh. Mot cai thi khong c6 di bong 16t bén trong, mot cai thi ho' goc, va cai thir 3 ¢ mot vét ban ho dan & dang trude van chua



bong. Toi chi khong thé hiéu nbi sao t6i lai thy n6 kho khéin dén thé. Nhiu nguoi lim hang tram cai ndy mdt tudn, chang phéi ¢ ging gi. Ba S. ¢ Ruislip
thim chi con ¢6 thé dura ca nha di nghi hang néim nhd cong viée ndy. Sao ho c6 thé lAm dwoc ma t6i thi khong the? That qua dang bubn. Y t6i la, i phai
thong minh hon chtr, dung khong? Toi c6 bang cap co ma, vi Chia.

Thoi, khong sao, t6i twr nhi. Hom nay t6i bit dau cong viée & Ally Smith — nén it ra t6i ciing s& kiém duge mot it tién & do.

Toi kha hao himg véi diéu d6. Tir biy gior s& B sy khdi dau mot finh vire moi toanh: thoi trang! Toi mét kb 1Au dé chon mot bo dd bét mét mic ngity
déq tién — va cudi ctmg chon duge mot chiec quan mau den hiéu Jigsaw, mot chiéc 4o cdc tay nhd nhan vai Cashimere (Irm, mt nira cashmere) va mot
chi€c 40 mdng mau hong, chinh hi¢u 1a cia Ally Smith.

Toi kha hai long voi vé ngoai ctia minh, va cho doi Danielle khen ngoi khi t6i dén cira hang — nhung chi ta dwong nhu thdm chi con cha them cha y. Chi ta
chi n6i. “Xin chao. Quan va do phdng & trong kho day. CHon ¢& ctia em va thay trong phong nhan vién nhé.”

A phai. Bay gioy t6i m6i dé y, tat ca nhitng nhn vién ban hang & Ally Smith déu mic nhitng b do giéng nhau. Gan giéng nhur ... xem ndo, dong phuc,
61 nghii vay. Toi mién cudng thay db rdi ngim minh — va, thue sy ma n6i, toi thdy thit vong. Cai quin xam xit ny cha ton dang toi ti ndo — va chiéc 4o
phong 16 rang 1 chén ngit. Toi suyt da hoi Danielle xem liéu t6i c6 thé mic mdt bo dd khac khong — nhung hinh nhu chi ta kha ban, nén t6i khong hoi
nita. C6 18 tudn sau t6i s& ndi chuyén vai chi ta.

Mic dit khong thich bo d6 d6 nhung t6i vin tlny kha thia vi khi budc ra cira hang. Anh dén pha chiéc sang nyc 13; san nha lung linh, béng loang; nhac du
duong va khong gian tran ngap cam himg, Ging nhur thé t6i i mot dién vién vay. Téi liéc nhin minh trong guong va Jam bam “Tdi co the giip gi cho ban
khong?”” hodic c6 & nén I “Toi gitip duoc ban gi khong?” Toi s& trd thanh nhan vién ban hang duyén dang nhat tir trudc toi gioy, toi quyét dinh. Moi ngudi
s& dén day chi dé duoc t0i giip dd va t0i s& giao tiép than thién voi tt ca khach hang. Va rdi toi s& xuat hién trén to Evening Standard ¢ mdt muyc déic
biét ndo do vé céc cira hang duoc yéu thich.

Van chura ai bao 6i phai lim gi, nén - rat chi dong — t6i budc dén bén mdt ngudi phu nit toc vang dang rit tién tir ngin kéo, rdi néi, “Dé em thir duoc
khong a?”

“Gi co” chi ta ndi, khong nhin 1én.

“Emnén hoc cach mé ngin kéo dung tién, ding khong a? Trude khi tit ca khéch hang t6i?”

ROi ngudi phu nit nhin In va, trude sy ngac nhién ctia t6i, chi ta cudi pha En.

“Vii ngin kéo dung tién 42 Em nghii b em s& duoc im viée ngay voi ngin dung tién a?”

“Of” t6i n6i, hoi do mit. “Em tudng...”

“Em 1 ngudi moi, cung 37 chi ta néi. “Em s& khong dwoc dimg gan ngiin dung tién dau. Hay di theo Kelly. C6 4y s& chi cho em nhitng gi em s& im hom

nay.

Gap 4o chui dau. Gip 1u 40 chui dau chét tiét. D6 14 nhitng g t01 phai lam ¢ ddy. Di long vong sau nhimng khach hang da cam nhitng chiéc 4o len dan kén
16i cau tha bo ching xubng — va gip ching ngay ngan lai. Dén mot1h t6i hoan toan kiét strc — va, thire su I ti ching tlny thich thi chit nao. Ban co
biét s& chan dén mirc no khi phai gap nhitng chiéc 40 len theo chinh Xac kiéu ctia Ally Smith va dat ching lai Ién gid, tht ca déu phai thang hang - 10i lai
thiy ai do dot nhién 16i ching xudng, nhin ching, dai it ngao ngin, 1o lai virt xudng? Ban muén hét vao ho, DE NO YEN NEU CO KHONG BINH
MUA NO! Téi da thay mdt c6 gai tham chi cam Ién mdt chiéc 4o len gidng y hét cai ¢o ta dang mic!

Va t6i ciing chang dugc chuyén trd véi khach hang, Cir nhur 1 ho nhin xuyén thiu ban khi ban 1 mdt nhén vién ban hang. Khong ai them hoi t6i ]éy mot
cau hoi thi vi, vi nhur “céi 4o ndy c6 hop véi doi giay nay khong?” hodic “Toi c6 thé tim thiy mot chiéc vay den xinh xéin du6i £60 & dau?” Toi s& sin
long tra 1o nhitng cu nhur vay. Toi thuc s ¢6 the gip d& moi ngudi! Nhung nhitng cau hoi duy nhit ma t6i nhan dugc 1 “C6 nha vé sinh khong?”” va
“Diémrit tién Midland gin nhét & dau?”. Toi van chura bt chuyén dugc voi bt ki ai.

Oi, that Ia chén. Thir duy nhit khiél} 61 con tiép tuc duoc la day hang thanh Iy phia cudi cira hang. Toi cir Ién di vé phia nd va nhin vao mjt chiéc quin
Jeans soc van, giam gid tir £180 xuong £90. Toi van con nhé chie quan nay. Toi tham chi da timg thir nd. Va n6 van ¢ ddy, hoan toan bat ngd - dugc
giam gia. Toi that khong thé roi mat khoi nd. N6 tham chi con tring véi ¢& clia toi.

Y 6i 13, t6i biét ti khong dugc ticu tién — nhung chuyén ndy chi xay ra ¢6 mot Jan duy nhét thoi. B 1 chiée quan dep nht mi ban timg thiy. Va £90
ching a gi d6i voi mdt chiéc quén tuyét nhur thé. Néu ban dén Gueci, ban s& phai tra it nhit 1 £500. Oi trdi, t6i mudn ¢ né. Toi mudn cb nd.

Toi dang lang vang ¢ dang sau, ngimnd hang tréim kn, thi Danielle sai chan di dén va t0i bong thay 0 16i. Nhung tit ca diéu ch dy ndi chi  “Giorem
haly dén phong thir d6 nhé. Sarah s& chi cho em cong viéc.”

Khong phai gip 40 chui dau nita! On Chua!

Nhe cé nguoi, choi dua & phong thir @6 hay hon nhiéu. Ally Smith ¢ nhitng phong thir d6 rat dep, khong gian rat rong véi nhicu phong nh riéng, va
nhiém vu cua t6i | dimg ¢ 161 vao va kiém tra khach hang mang theo bao nhiéu d6 vao. Thét tha vi khi xem nhirng gi moi nguoi méc thir. C6 mot ¢6 gai
mua hang dong thir, va ctr n6i rang ban trai c6 ta da bao ¢ ta thich mua gi cho ngay sinh nhat ctia ¢6 cling dugc, anh ta s€ tra hét.

Hirm, xemndo, d6 1 chuyén binh thuong véi mot s nguoi. Nhung, ké ho thoi, it ra t6i ciing dang kiém duoc tién. Bay gio a 11 rudi, nghia 1 toi da



kiém duoc... £14,40. CUng khong dén ndi &, ding khong? Toi ¢6 thé mua vai mon do trang diém xinh xén véi s tién do.

Trir viée t6i khong dinh s& phung phi tién vao db trang diém. Di nhién 1 khong — y t6i 1, d6 khong phéi Iy do t6i & day, ding khong? Toi s& khon ngoan
hon. Céi t6i s& lam | mua chiéc quén jeans soc van — don gian vino duoc gam gia va s that 1 161 ac néu khong mua - rdi sau dé giri s tién con lai vao
tai khoanpgan hang Toi that khong the,cho (jiol dé dugc miic nd nita. Toi s&€ dugce gidi lao Iac 2 rudi, va viée t6i s€ lam Ia lao dén k¢ hang gidm gia va
demno dén budng nhan vién, chi dé chic chan 1a nd vira, va...

Bdng nhién it t6i cimg do. Doi da.

Poi mjt chit. C6 gi kia dang cam cdi gi trén tay viy? C6 ta dang cam chiée quan soc vén cta toi! C6 ta dang di vé phia phong thir 6. Oi Chia oi, co
ta muon mac thtr nd. Nhung no 1a cta t6i! Toi thay nd trude ma!

Toi chéng mit phat hoang, Y 01 la, mbt chiéc quan Jeans binh thurong thi t6i cling ching ban tim Am gi. Nhung chiéc nay la doc nhAt. N6 duoc lamra
dé danh cho t61. Toi da nham sip xép lai trong d4u ca cai til quin 4o ciia t6i quanh nd, va da 1én ké hoach méc 16 it nhét 3 in trong tudn t6i. Toi khong
thé dé mit no. Khong thé.

“XIn chao!” ¢6 ta tuoi cudi ndi khi bude dén.

“XIn chao,” t6i nudt uc, ¢d to ra binh finh. “Un... chi ¢6 bao nhiéu cai?”

“BOn” ¢ ta n6i, chi cho ti my cai niic quén 4o. Phia sau toi 1 nhing tim thé treo trén tudng, danh sb 1, 2, 3, va 4. C6 gii dang doi t6i dura cho ¢6 ta
tamthé so 4 va dé ¢ ta vao. Nhung 61 khong the.

Tét nhién t6i khong thé dé co ta vao trong d6 véi chiée quan jeans ciia toi.

“Thuyre ra” toi nghe chinh minh ndi. “Chi chi duogc phép mang vao 3 cai thoi”

“VAy sa0?” ¢ ta ngac nhién. “Nhung...” C6 ta chi vao nhiing tAm the.

“Toi biét” t6i dap. “Nhung ho wira thay dbi nguyén tic. Xin 151 vé diéu do.” Va ti nhoén miéng cudi vi ¢b ta.
“Vay dugc thor’ co gai noi. “Xemnao, tOi s€ dé lai cai..”

“Céi ndy” t6i n6i, va chop Iy chiéc quéan jeans.

“Khong” c6 ta néi. “Thyc ra t6i nghi t6i s€...”

“Ching t6i phai Ay cai trén cling.” Toi voi giai thich. “Rét tiéc vé didu d6.”

Céamon Chia vi ¢6 nhitng nhin vién ban hang hach dich va nhitng nguyén tic ngd ngan vo ich. Moi ngum da qua quen v6i nd dén ndi c6 nang thdm chi
ching thém hoi t61. C6 ta chi cau may, chop Ay cai thé sb 3, va di vao phong thir d6, dé 6i giit lai chiéc quan quy gia.

Puoc i, bay 0 lam gi? Tix phia trong phong thay do cia ¢0 ta, i co thé nghe tleng mo Phécmotuya va tleng lach cach ctia nhitng chiéc méc treo. Co
ta s& khong mét nhidu thoi gian dé thir 3 chiéc kia dau. Va 10i ¢ ta s€ ra ngoai, 1y lai chiéc quan jeans Sc van. Oi Chiia oi. Téi ¢6 thé 1am gi bay gio?
Trong vai gidy t6i cimg do nguoi do du. Sau dé tleng lach cach ctia tam rém trong phong thay dd budc toi phai hanh dong. D6 khong phai la c6 ta —
nhung d ¢6 thé vay Eim chir. Dot nhién toi nhdi chiéc quan jeans soc vin gidu ra sau tm rém va dimg ddy, cuoi rat tuoi.

Lam on hdy dé c6 nang tim dugc thir gi khdc n ¢ ta thich, t6i bon chon cau nguyén. Lam on hily dé c6 ta quén hét vé chiéc quan jeans. C6 khi co ta
tham chi con chang thich no. C6 khi c6 ta chi boc dong camno Ién. Téi thay co ta thuc sy khong phai Ia ngurdi hop voi quan jeans.

Mot lat sau, Danielle sai bude di téi, tay cAm mot chiéc kep tai liéu.

“On ca chir?” chi ta hoi. “Dang quan sat. Pung khong?”

“Em dang lam rt 6n” ti d4p. “thirc su rét thich”

“Chij dang phan cong gid ngh” chi ta néi. “Néu em c6 thé hm dén 3h, ems& c6 1h nghi sau do.”

“Puoc thor” t6i n6i véi cai giong tich cure cia mot nhan-vién-ciia-thang, mic du t6i dang nghi 3h? Toi s& chét d6i mét!

“T6t” chi ta ndi roi bién mét & goc nha tay dang viét 1én to gidy, ngay khi mot giong néi vang lén.

“Chao. Gio t6i thir chiéc quan duoc chua?”

L4 ¢6 nang kia, da quay lai. Sao cd ta c6 thé thir hét ddng d6 d6 nhanh vay? C6 ta i Houdini (40 thuat gia nguwdi Hungary) chic?

“Chao” t6i n6i, k di cau hoi cudi ctia ¢6 ta. “Puoc cai ndo khong? Chiée vay den do rat dep. Toi nghii n6 rét hop véi chi. Kiéu cach nép xép ly chay
xuong...?



“Khong han vay dau” co ta ndi, cat ngang 1 toi, va wirt trd mdt dong lai phia t6i, tit ca déu rbi tung va roi khoi méc do. “Do thre sw 1 céi quin toi thich.
Toi lay n6 duge khong?”

Toi nhin ¢6 ta tuyét vong. Toi khong thé tir bo chiéc quin ngin vang cta toi duogc. Toi biét i ¢b nang s& khong thich né bang toi ma. C6 khi ¢6 ta chi
mic nd ding mot 1in va rdi quing di - hodic s& khong bao gior miic dén! Va lai t6i thiy n6 trurde ma.

“Chiéc quan jeans dau roi nhi?” t6i néi, nhiu my t6 vé cam thong, “Chiéc miu xanh duong diing khong?CHi c6 thé 1y ching & dang kia, gan voi..”
“khong!” c6 ta sot rudt néi. “Chiéc quéan soc van t6i vira cam cach ddy mot phit co.”
“0” t6i lo déing ndi. “a phai. T6i khong chic i né & dau rdi. C6 & ai do da cAmno.”

“Oi lay Chua t6i!” ¢6 ta n6i, nhin t6i nhur thé t6i B mdt ké dan don. “CHuyén nay thét 16 bich! Toi vira dira nd cho ¢6 cach ddy 30 giay! Sao 6 c6 thé
lam mat n6 duoc?”

Chét tiét. C ta thuc su tirc gidn. Giong co ta kha to, va moi nguoi bit dau quay ra nhin. Oi, sao ¢6 ta khong thé thich chiéc vay den kia chir?

“Co chuyén gi sa0?” mjt giong nho nhe xen ngang, va ti so' hi nhin sang. Danielle dang di vé phia ching t6i, mét to vé diu dang nhung ciing ddy de doa.
Puroe 16i, binh tinh ndo, t6i c6 thé tiy trin an. Khong ai c6 thé chimg minh bt ctr diéu gi

“T6i da giri ¢6 nhan vién ndy cam ho mot chiéc quan boi vi ti dua vao 4 mén do, hinh nhur thé 1 qua nhiéu.” c6 ta bét dau giai thich.
“4 chiéc?” Danielle ndi. “Nhung chi dugc phép mang 4 chiéc vao phong thir d6 ma.” Va chita quay ra nhin t6i vi vé khong than thién gi cho am.
“That sa0?”” t6i n6i t6 vé vo toi. “Oi Chiia, t0i xin 0i. T6i nghi 14 chi 3 thoi, t6i i ngudi moi mé.” Toi ndi thém vé i i

“Con t61 da nghf 1a 4! ¢6 gai kia n6i. “y t61 3, ¢d c6 tim thé vai chir 4” chét tiét viét trén ddy!” C6 ta tho dai sbt rudt. “Nén du sao thi, t6i da dua cho
¢0 ta chic quan jeans, va thir mic may chiéc kia — va roi khi t6i trd ra lay chi€c quan, thi nd da bien mat.”

“Bién mit?” Danielle hoi gy git. “bién di dau?”
“Toi ciing khong rd.”td1 n6i, ¢b nhin to vé e ngai sang ngudi khéc. “C6 18 mdt khach hang khac da iy ching ”
“Nhung ¢6 dang cam ching co ma!” ¢6 gai ndi. “Rdi sao — ai d6 da xuét hién va gidt ching khoi tay ¢o a?”

Toi chim bude trude giong diéu ciia ¢b ta. Toi s& khong bao gid néi véi moit nhin vién ban hang nhur thé, ké ca néu t6i c6 bure minh di niva. Du g thi, sao
c0 ta c6 thé thich mdt chi€c quan jeans dén vay co chir? (“! Bo tay)

“C6 I& chi nén Ay mdt chiéc quan khac trén gia” t6i noi, ¢b 6 ra minh hitu ich. “Hoc chiéc quin img ndo d6? Téi chéc chén 1 trong chi s& rét dep
voi..”

“Khong ¢6 cai quin nao khac” cd ta lanh king n6i. “N6 & trén ké hang giam gia, va ti khong thich méc quin kmg”
“Rebecca, nghi xemnao!” Danielle ndi. “EM c¢6 dé quin ¢ dau khong?”’

“Chéc hin em da dé dau d6” t6i ndi, vin vin ngon tay kéu ring ric. “O ddy qua ban ron, chic hin em da dé no trén gia treo, va... va emnghi chic mit
khach hang nao d6 da camné di.”” Toi kh& nhiin vai to ra hoi tiéc nhur thé dang néi “Khach hang, nhi?”

“Khoan da!” c6 gai the thé néi. “Cai gi kia?”’
T61 nhin theo hudng mit ¢ ta va sling so. Chiée qu?m soc van thoi ra dudi tim rém. TAt ca moi nguol déu nhin chim chim vao nd mot lic.
“Oi troil” t6i cudi cling ciing Ién tiéng, “N6 kia rof”
“Va chinh xac thi n6 dang lam gi du¢i d6?”” Danielle hoi.
“Emkhong biét!” Toi néi. “C6 18 n6...” tdi nudt ue, ¢b nghil nhanh nhét ¢6 thé. “C6 &...”
“Co da Ay nd!” ¢d gai ndi vi vé nghi ngd. “Chinh c6 di Iy nd! C6 da khong dé t6i thir chiéc quan, va rdi ¢o da gidu no!”
“Thét B mrc cuor” t6i n6i, ¢b to ra thuyét phuc — Nhung t6i ¢6 thé cam nhén 2 m minh dang d6 bimg vi xéu ho.
“C6 that nho nhen...” C6 ta sitng lai va quay sang Danielle. “Toi mudn c6 don kién nghi chinh thire.”
“Rebecca’” Danielle noi. “Vao van phong t6i ngay”’

Giong chi ta lam t6i phét s va toi tir tir di theo chi ta vao vin phong, Quanh cira hing, i ¢6 thé thiy tat ca cdc nhén vién dang nhin toi va huych tay



nhau. Thét qua xAu ho. Khong sao, s& on thoi. Toi s& chi phéi ndi toi thue sy xin 16 va hira s& khong ti pham. Va ¢6 & dé nghi am thém gio, mién I t6i
khong bi...

Khong thé tin dugc. Chi ta sa théi toi. Toi thim chi con chura im viéc & d6 ndi mdt ngdy, va toi da b tong cd. Toi da qué sbe khi chi ta ndi vdi toi, i
gan nhur phat khoc. Y 61 14, ngoai trir vu réc roi voi chiée quan soc van ra, t6i nghi 1a t6i da lam viéc tot day chir. Nhung hinh nhur gidu d6 khach hang
chon Ia mot trong nhiing 16i tat yéu bi duoi viéc. (Pieu ndy that 1a bat cong, vi chi ta chua hé bao t6i trong budi phong van)

Khi t6i dang thay chiéc quan x4m va chiéc 4o phong ra, long toi triu néing. Sw nghigp budn bén ctia t6i chdm hét thim chi trude cé khi b kip bét dau. Toi
chi duoc tra 20 bang cho méy tiéng dong ho da lam hom nay — va Danielle ndi d6 con la hao phong day. Va khi t6i hoi liéu t6i ¢6 thé nhanh chong mua
quan 4o voi thé gidm gia ctia nhan vién khong chi ta nhin t6i nhu muon danh t6i dén noi.

Tét cd that t6i t&. Khong viée kim, khong tién, khong giam gid, chi c6 20 bang khén khiép. Toi dau kho bét dau di doc con phé, dit tay vao tii. 20 bang
chét tiét. Toi phéi im gi voi...

“Rebecca!” Toi gidt minh ngéng mit 1én va thiy minh ngac nhién nhin mdt khudn nit ma t6i thiy rat quen. Nhung ai vay nhi? D6 ... d6 ... d6 k...
“Tom!” T6i thét 1én vira ding lic. “Xin chao! Bat ngdy qua!”

Oi, ngac nhién chura. Tom Webster, & London. C4u ta van cao va giy nhur trude day — nhung trong dep hon. Céu ta vin mit chiéc 40 len bo mau xanh
duong ngoai mdt chiéc 4o phong va... d6 cd phai la quan jeans hiéu Armani khong? Dieu ndy cha c6 nghia gi. Du sao thi cdu ta dang lam gi & day vay?
Sao cau ta khong ¢ Reigate ma lat gach Dia Trung Hai hay gi d6?

“Pay i Lucy”, cau ta tyr hao ndi, va ddy én mdt cd gai manh khanh c6 d6i miét xanh to, dang cam khoang 65 chiéc tti dyng hang. Va t6i khong tin ni.
D06 1a c6 gai o ban trai tré tien cho. Chac chan c6 ta khong dinh...

“Hai ngudi dang hen hd 4?7 t6i hoi ngd ngan. “Cau va cd 4y?”
“U* Tom ndi, tuoi cudi voi toi. “Ciing dugc mit thoi gian oL

Nhung chuyén nay chéing c6 Iy chit ndo. Sao ba Janice va dng Martin lai khong nhéic dén ban gai ctia Tomnhi? Ho ké 1& moi thir chét tiét vé cude sdng
clia cau ta ma.

Va Tomky cuc cé ban gai!

“Xin chao” Lucy noi.

“Xin chao” t6i ndi. “16i i Rebecca. Hang xom ngay bén canh. Ban thoi du tho, tit ca c6 viy.”
“Q, chi A Rebecca” C6 ta ndi, rdi liéc miit véi Tom

Thé c6 nghia 1 gi? Ho d n6i chuyén vé i 42 Chuia oi, Tom van thich t6i 42 That ngurong qué.
“La t6i day!” Toi turoi curdi noi.

“Chi biét khong, t6i chéc i da gip chi & dau d6 trurde day roi,” Lucy ngim nghi néi — va roi mit ¢6 ta sang Ién vi nhan ra. “Chj im & Ally Smith, ding
khong?”

“khong!” ti n6i, c6 phan gay git.
“0” ¢6 ta noi. “Toi tuong t6i da gap chi...”

Chua oi, t61 khong thé dé chuyén t6i lam & mot cira hi¢u dén tai bd me toi. Ho s& nghiréngtéi d3 n6i dbi ho vé tat ca cude séng cua t61 & London, réng
t01 d8 khanh kiét va song trong nghéo kho ma khong ai bict.

“Nghién ctru” t61 voi noi. “Thuyre ra toi la mdt phong vién.”
“Rebecca la mbt phong vién tai chinh” Tom noi. “Rét am turong vé finh vire ctia ¢ dy.”
“O thé a” Lucy ndi, va t6i cudi voi co ta ddy kiéu hanh.

“B6 va me anh ludn nghe 10 khuyén ctia Rebecca” Tom noi. “Gan day bd t6 luon ndi vé chuyén do. Ong bao ciu da gip dng rét nhicu vé cac van dé tai
chinh. Thay déi quy hay gi d6.”

Toi git dAu mang méng, va nd mit nu cudi dic biét ciia mot ngudi ban cii. Khdng phai vi toi ghen ti hay gi ca - Nhung t6i thure sy thay hoi bt rit khi
nhin Tom mim cudi véi ¢d nang Lucy, thue sy ma ndi, ¢d ta cd mdt mai toc rat don diéy, du cho quén 40 kha dep. Thir nghi lai ma xem, Tom ciing dang
mic mot bo rat dep. Oi, chuyén gi dang xéay ra thé nay? Tét ca chuyén ndy that t&. Tom thudc v& ngdi nha nho ciia ciu ta & Reigate, chir khong phai
nghénh ngang lron quanh méy cira hiang dét tién theo kiéu lich sw nira mia.



“Di1 sao thi” cAu ta n6i. “Bon t& phai di tiép day”

“Bit tau 42" t61 n6i t6 vé hiéu biét. “Hin kho khén Fim khi song ¢ xa.”

“Ciing khong dén ndi” Lucy n6i. “Toi thurdng xuyén bit tau dén hiing Wetherby hang sang va chi mét ¢6 40 phit thoi.”

“Chi lam cho haing Wetherby?” Téi hi, kinh ngac. Sao t6i lai b bua viy béi Nhitng Ngwdi DAy Tham Vong & thanh phd thé nay?
“Vang” ¢b ta noi. “T6i d mdt ¢ van hoach dinh chinh séch cho ho.”

Gi co? Diéu d6 nghia 13 thé nao? C6 ta thue sur thong minh, hay gi vay? Oi Chia oi, chuyén cang lic cang toi t6.

“Vi lai bon t6 ciing chura bt tau v& vo7” Tom ndi, mim cui voi Lucy. “Ching t¢ dén tham Tiffany truée da. CHon thir gl d6 cho sinh nhjt Lucy tuin
to1.” Cau ta gio tay Ién va bat dau xoan mdt lon toc cuia c6 ta quanh ngon tay.

Toi khong thé chiu dung dwoc chuyén ndy nira. N6 that khong cong bang, Sao i khong c6 ban trai mua dd cho t6i & hiéu Tiffany?

“Vay, rt vui gp lai cu’” Toi kip bap, “Cho t¢ giri 161 chéo dén bd me cau. That la | ho da khong nhéc dén Lucy” Toi khong thé dimg dé thém. “To gip
ho hdmng, va ho khong hé nhic dén co ay.”

Toi ngay tho liéc nhin Lucy. Nhung c6 4y va Tom dang nhin nhau.

“C6 18 ho khong mudn” Toi Ién tiéng, r6i dot nhién dimg lai.

“Gi co?” t0i n6i

Mot khoang im king dai king ting. R)i Lucy n6i “Tom, em s& ngim cira hiéu nay mot lic” va budc di, & minh 2 ching t6i ¢ lai.
CHua oi! That i déng kich! Toi 16 rang 1 nguoi thir 3 trong mbi quan hé ctia ho.

“Tom, chuyén gi vay?” toi hoi, va khé cuoi.

Nhung n6 hién nhién m, dung khong? Cau ta thich t6i, va Lucy biét didu do.

“Oi, Chia of” Tomnoi, va xoa miit. “Nghe ndy, Rebecca, chuyén nay thét khong d& dang voi t6. Nhung van dé B, b6 me t6 o cho... tinh cam ciu danh
cho t6. Ho khdng muon nhic dén Lucy véi cau, boi vi ho nghi cau sé...”” ANh ta ot nhién thot lén. “That vong,”

Gi co? Pay la chuyén diia phai khong? Toi chura bao gior thiy chét Bing nhur thé tir truée dén giov. Trong vai gidy i tham chi khong ctr dong ndi vi kinh
ngac.

“Tinh cam ctia t¢ danh cho cau?”’ cudi cing toi Eip bap. “Céu dang dua 4?7

“Nghe ndy, n6 thélt rd rang ma” cu ta n6i, nhin vai. “B6 me da ké vdi t& hom ciu da ging hoi thé nao vé tinh hinh ctia t6, va moi thir v& ngdi nha moi
cua t¢...” mat ciu ta anh Ién vé luyen ticc. Oi Chia oi, t61 khong thé chiu dung n6i chuyén ndy. Sao cdu ta cd thé nghi... “Té thue sy quy cau, Becky”
cau ta ndi thém “t¢ chi khong...”

“T& chi héi vi lich sy thoi!” Toi thét Ién. “Té khong thich cau!”

“Nghe nay” cau ta noi “CHung ta hily quén chuyén ndy di, dugc chir?”

“Nhung 6 khong hé!” t6i thét Ién tirc gin. “T6 chira bao gior thich cau! B 1 1y do tai sao t& khong di choi véi cau khi cau dé nghi t6! Khi ching ta
mot6 tuodl, nhd khong?”

T6i ding lai, nhin cu ta dic thing — va thiy mit cau ta khong bién sic. Cau ta ching nghe thiy gi. Hodc néu c6, ciu ta dang nghi ring cAu chuyén toi
wira ké vé thoi nién thi¢u chimg t6 t6i bi am anh bdi cdu ta. Va nu tdi cang o tranh cii lam 1o van dé, thi cdu ta s€ cang nghi toi bi am anh. Oi Chiia o,
chuyén nay thét kinh khing.

“Puoc 67" 10 n6i, ¢b g long tur trong con sét lai clia minh. “Pugc rdi, 10 rang 1 ching ta khong thé ndi chuyén dwoc & déy, nén t¢ s& dé ciu suy nghi
ve n9.” Toi liec nhin Lucy, ¢6 ta dang nhin qua ctra kinh ctra hi¢u va rd rang 1a dang gia vo khong nghe chuyén. “Thuec sy, t61 khdng theo dudi ban trai
cua chi dau” t6i ndi voi. “Va t6i s& khong bao gio. Tam biét.”

R t6i sai bude di xuéng phé, mdt nu cudi thd o khd khin Bm mdi nd ra duoc trén mit toi.

Tuy nhién, khi t61 1& & goc phd, nu cuoi tat dan, va t6i ngdi ning né xubng mdt chiéc ghé dai. Toi thdy that b mit. RS 1, toan bo chuyén ndy that mrc
cuoi. Cai gd Tom Webster ay lai nghi 14 t6i yéu céu ta. Ciing chi vi t61 d qua tir t€ vdi bo me cdu ta khi gid v quan tm dén nhitng vat dung g0 s6i ngdm
chét tiét cua cdu ta. Lan sau t6i s€ ngap dai, hodc bd di. Hoac ty bia cho minh mdt cdu ban trai.

Toi biét tét ca dicu nay. Toi bié7t] i coc cin quan tim dén viéc Tom Webster hay ban gai cau ta nghi gi. Nhung di1 vay... Toi phai thira nhan, toi thiy



minh hoi kém c6i. Sao t6i van chura ¢ ban trai nhi? Tham chi hién gidr toi ciing chang thich ai. Ngudi ban trai nghiém tic gan day nhat ciia t6i 1z Robert
Hayman, nhén vién quang cdo ca to Portfolio News, ching t6i chia tay cach day 3 thang. Va t0i thim chi con ching thich anh ta im. Anh ta thudng goi
61 3 “Tinh Yéu” va cot nha hrdt tay qua mét t6i khi ¢6 nhimng canh khong dimg dn trong phim. Tham chi t6i bao anh ta dimng im véy nita, anh ta van
ctr im Diéu d6 khién t6i phét dién. Chi nhd lai thdi ciing khién t6i thiy mét moi va khé chiu.

Nhung ma, anh ta 14 ban trai, ding khong? ANh ta la nguoi da goi dién cho toi subt gidr am, di ciing t6i dén cac bita tiéc, va 1 vii khi chong lai nhimg
chuyén t6i t&. C6 I& t6i khong nén dé anh ta, ¢6 & anh ta cling tam dugc.

Toi thé dai ngao ngan, dimg day, va bit dau ki di bd doc phd. N6i chung, hom nay khong phai B mot ngiy t5t Bnh. Toi da mét viéc va bj Tom Webster
coi thuong, Va t6i van chua c6 vi€e gi dé 1am toi nay. Toi turong toi s€ mét ngoai sau khi lam viée ¢ ngay, nén t6i khong thém 1én ké hoach lam gi.

DAu sao, it ra toi ciing ¢6 20 bang.

20 bang. T6i s& mua cho minh mdt cdc cappuccino va banh socola hanh nhan. Va vai to tap chi.

Va c6 thé thir gl d6 tir Accessorize. Hay vai doi bot. That sur thi toi dang rét can vai doi bot moi — va toi da nhin thy vai doi rét dep & Hobbs voi mii
vudng va gt kha thap. Toi s& dén do sau khi uong ca phé, va xemca vay nita. CHua oi, t6i x(ing dang duoc mit bira tir té, sau ngay homnay. Va t6i
can vai cai quan bé moi cho cong viée, mdt ci gitia mong tay nita. Va c6 & thém mdt quyén sach dé doc trén tau dién...

Pén khi nhap vao day xép hang & Starbucks, ti da tht sy thdy vui hon.
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SANG THU HAL, t6i ddy s6m, thdy dau 6¢ van trong rdng. Anh mit t6i hrdt qua ti do con chia md & goe phong, 1di lai nhanh chong luét di. Toi biét
61 da tiéu qua s nhiéu cho hom thir bay. Toi biét t6i khong nén mua hai doi bét. Toi biét t6i khong nén mua céi vay tim d6. Tinh ra, t0i da tiéu... That s,
t61 chang muon nghi da tiéu bao nhi€u nita. Phai nghi tdi cai khac, nhanh nén nao, t6i ty nhi. Cai gi d6 khac. Gi cling dugc.
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T6i nhén thiy 13 rang trong sau thim tAm tri, thim thup nhur nhip tréng, c6 hai cam gidc khing khiép ddng hanh 1 Toi 16i va Hoang hét.
Toi 161, Toi 161 Toi 161 Toi 1oi.
Hoang hét. Hoang hét. Hoang hét. Hoang hét.

Néu toi nghi dén, ching 6 thé chomra ha do vén toi. Toi s& cam théy hoan toan € figt trong kho s6 va so hail. VAy nén ménh t0i vira hoc duge don gign
1a phai gia cam gid diéc. Than kinh ctia t6i da rén luyén dat dén trinh d nay.

M6t manh nita 1 xua tim tri minh dén nhitng y nghi nhitng viéc limkhac. Vay la toi ngdi day, bat dén kén, tim tap, 10i dién d6. Tiéng thim thyp van con
trong dau, nhung n6 dang dan dan trdi di. Khi vao bép mmot tich ca phé, t6i da hoan toan khong con nghe thiy n6 nita. Sy giai thodt tran ngp trong
i, giong hét nhur cam gidc ma ban s6 duge khi tac nhin dau dén cudi cling ciing da bién khoi vét thong ctia minh. Toi d c6 thé thu gidin. T6is& 6n
thoi.

Trén duong ra ngoai toi dung lai sanh dé kiémtra lai dién mao minh trong gurong (Ao: River Island, Vay: French Connection, Quén tat: Pretty Polly
Velvets, Giay: Ravel) r6i voi lay do khoac (Ao khodc: House of Fraser ha gid). Ping lic ay ¢6 thu tudn qua khe cira, t6i t6i nhét lén. Mot la thu tay cho
Suze va mdt tam thiép tir nha Maldives. Con cho t6i thi lai 13 hai phong thur véi diém xau hién ngay trén bi. Mot tir VISA, mdt tir Ngan hang Engwich
Trong mdt gidy, tim t6i ngimg dap. Sao lai ¢6 thur nita tir ngan hang nhi? Va VISA. Ho mudn gi? Chéng nhé ho khong dé t6i yén duoc sao?

Cén than, t6i dit hai birc thr clia Suze bén ria twong trong hinh lang rdi nhét voi hai birc thur ctia minh vao tii, tyr nhii réng minh & doc trén duon di km
Ngay khi Ién tau dién, t6i s&€ md ra doc, cho du ching hiin chang vui vé gi.

Mot cach thanh thye. Khi bude n via he, t6i da dinh doc nhitng birc thr 4y.

Nhung rdi t6i lai r& vao khu phd bén canh — c6 mot thing to ding trrde cira nha ai d6. Mot cai thing khong 16 méu vang, va da ddy gin nira. Tho xay
Vao vao ra ra trong nha mang theo nhitng mau do go cii 161 vt hét vao thing, Hang dong hang dong rac thai, tat ca lan 1on vao nhau.

Va mdt y nghi len 16i vao dau toi.

Cham chap r6n rén t6i t6i gAn cai thing, dng lai, cham chi nhin chur thé dang doc nhiing chit in bén ngoai, t6i dimg d6, ¢b imra vé tw nhién, cho t6i
khi hoi tho xay da di hét vao nha va chiing con ai nhin nhd nira. R thi, nhe nhang, t6i 161 hai 14 thur ra khoi i, va tha xudn mép, lot vao trong thing,

Bién.

Khi t6i vén con dang dimg d6, mdt anh tho huych t6i ra bang hai bao tai d6 nhya hong, 10i kéo & ching vo thimg. Va bay gio, hai 1 thur da bién han. Bj
chon vii dudi mot 16p nhya, va chua dugc mo ra. S€ ching bao gio co ai tim thay chung nita.

Bién di i i

Nhanh chong t6i roi khoi chiéc thimg va tiép tuc hanh trinh. Budc chén thang thoi hon, va toi da thiy vui vé.

Mot 14t sau, t6i cam thdy minh d& hoan toan sach tdi. Y t6i i, dy dau phai i ndi ciia t6i néu toi chua bao gio doc méy 14 thur do, phai khong? Py ciing
d4u phai noi ctia toi néu t6i chura bao gio nhin duge chiing, phai khong? Liic budc bén tau dién ngam, t6i thie long thay nhur the nhitng 14 thu d6 chua
bao gio ton tai.

Khi 61 toa soan, t6i bat midy tinh, nhanh nhen mo mot trnag moéi, va bit dau vé tiét kiém huu tri. Co thé néu t6i lam viéc that cham, Philip s& tang lwong
cho t61, c& thé 1am chir. Toi s& & lai mudn budi t6i, va gly an tuong voi ong ta bang sur cong hién trong cOng viéc, 161 ng ta s& nhan ra ring chua danh
gia diing vé ti. C6 thé dng ta con moi toi m phé tong bién tap, hay céi gi ddy dai loai thé.

“Gio ddy, t0i gd manh, “khong ai trong ching ta trong doi chinh phii s& chin séc ching ta khi vé gid. Vay nén, ké hoach tiét kiém tién nghi huru duoc 1én
cang som cang tot, Iy trong nhat 1a ngay khi chiing ta con dang kiem duoc tién”

“Chao bubdi sang, Clare,” Philip néi trén dudng vao phong am viéc, vin chira bo 4o choang, “Chéao budi sang, Rebecca.”

Ha. Pay chinh 14 lic giy 4n turong voi sép.

“Chao budi sang, Philip.” To1 ndi, trong mot tur thé than- -thién-ma-chuyén-nghiép. R01, thay vinga lung ra sau hoi sép vé miy ngay cudi tuan, 01 quya lai
v6i may tinh va tiép tuc 6. Thuc ra, toi 0 nhanh dén ndi man hinh lon nhon day 16i chinh ta. Phai n6i ring, t6i khong phai nguoi gd gioi nhat thé gié.
Nhung ai mé quan tim chir! Trong t6i rat thanh thao. Day moi i van dé!

“[‘ua chon khén ngoan nhit thurong 1a voi thu nhap tir g(”)ng viéc hién tai ctia ban, nhung né}l diég éy khong kha thi, ‘Vﬁn co rét’nhiéu phuong an tiét kiém
tién nghi huu ¢6 loi khac trong chuwong chinh ctia ho, bat dau tuy...” Toi ngling lai, voi tay 1y cudn sach gidi thi€u vé huru tri, tat bat hedt mat tim vai thong
tin chinh.

“Cudi tudn vui chir, Rebecca?”” Philip hoi.



“Rat tdt, cam on 6ng,” t6i n6i, ngude kén tir cudn sach, nhur thé ngac nhién vi bi lam phién khi dang ti bui cong viée.

“T6i da lang thang khu ciia c6 hom thir Bay vira rdi,” ong ta n6i. “Khu Fullham. Fullham Sanh digu.”

“Thé a,” t6i they o dép.

“PAy diing 1 noi dang dén, phai khong? Vo t6i da doc mdt bai bao vé nd. Pay nhitng ¢ gi Thoi thuong, song dira hoan toan vao quyén thira ké.”

A”

“Toi ciing thiy thé,” t6i lo dang dap.

“Péy 1 Iy do tai sao ching t6i goi ¢6 13,” dng ta ndi v cudi ha ha. “C6 gai cong s Thoi thuong!”

“Vang,” t6i ndi, va mim cuoi lai voi ong ta. Du sao, ong ta ciing 1 sép. Ong ta thich goi minh thé ndo ma...

O, khoan da. Philip khong hé nghi ring t6i gidu c6 ddy chir? Ong ta khong nghi t6i 6 khoan thira ké hay cai nuc cudi gi d6, phai khong?
“Rebecca,” Clare goi t6i, ngude 1én tir ban dién thoai. “Cé dién thoai cho cau. Mot ai do tén Ia Tarquin.”

Philip curdi xda mot cai, nhi thé mubn n6i “Ginita ddy?” va ténh ténh di vé ban ong ta. Toi nhin theo Ong ta ddy thit vong. That 1 0i t¢. Néu Philip nghi
rang t6i c6 nguon thu nhdp déc biét, ong ta s& chiang bao gio tang hrong cho toi.

Nhung cai quéi gi im ong ta ¢6 y nghi 4y nhi?
“Becky,” Clare goi, chi v& phia dién thoai ctia toi.
“Oi, 61 n6i. “A phai.” Toi nhéc dng nghe, va néi. “Xin choa, Rebecca Bloomwood nghe.”

“Becky,” giong ndi the thé cita Tarquin cAt kn, khong ln di dau duoc. Giong anh ta khé hing hon, nhur thé anh ta da chuén bi cubc di¢n thoai nay ca thé
ky. Ma c6 khi the that. “That vui duge nghe giong ndi cia em. Embict day, t6i da nghe vé em rat nhicu.”

“Vay u?” Toi n6i, ¢ khong to ra qua nhiét tinh. Y t6i 13, anh ta 1 anh ho ctia Suze nén t6i khong muén lam ton thiong anh chang dang throng do.
“T6i.. t6i thure sy rét mudn c6 nhidu thdi gian v6i em hon,” anh ta néi. “Téi ¢6 thé moi em an t6i duoc chi?”
Lay Chia! Toinén trd loi anh ta nhu thé ndo day? By ding la mt yéu cau té ngit. Y t6i 1, tha anh ta hoi t6i, Em c6 thé ngi v6i anh khong? Hoéc Anh

h6n em duge khong? Péng niy, néu ti tir chdi an tdi voi anh ta ching khac ndo bao “Anh that qua kho wa, t6i tham chi khong thé ngdi cling ban voi anh
trong vong hai tiéng,”
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“Thé ciing duoc,” t6i ndi, nhén thfiyrréng t6i chéng t6 ra quA rung rinh — d6ng thoi nhan thiy c6 & 01 nén noi tring ranréng “Toi ching wa anh mot ti ndo.
Nhung du sao, t6i khdng thé lam thé duge. Thure ra ma néi, di an toi voi anh ta ¢d & dé hon nhi€u. Y 61 1, n6 co thé t¢ dén mirc nao nhi?

Vi lai dii g thi t6i dau ¢6 bt bude phai di. Gan dén gio t6i s& go dé hiry hen. D& ot.
“T6i & London dén Chui nhat,” Tarquin noi.

“Vay thi t&i thir Bay nhé!” giong t6i vui vé. “Ngay trude khi anh di.”

“Béy gid nhé?”

“Hay 1a tam gir di?” t6i dé nghi.

“Puoc,” anh ta ndi. “Tam gid vAy.” Rdi anh ta dap may ma chiing hen noi gip. Nhung thuc ra thi t6i s& khong dén hen, nén diéu iy chéing van dé gi. Toi
dat may, tho hat mdt cai roi lai tiép tuc cong viée.

“MAC du thl_fc hién d?i’u tu vitng che"l‘c 1A rét quan trong, sy linh hoat cling thibt yéu khong kém khi chon mot ké hoach huu phi, dac biét cho»nhu*ng nguoi
dau tu tré tuoi. Mot ké hoach mai gan day 1a...” Toi ngimg tay va tim cuon sach giéi thiéu. “Dy an Nghi huu ‘Later Years® cta hing bao hiém Sun...

“Vay I anh chang goi dién mdi c4u di choi ha?” Clare Edwwards dénh tiéng,

“Alr, thyc ra I thé,” 10i noi, ngwée nhin v& th 0. Miic dAu thit ra, i thiy mot chit vui vui. BSi vi Clare déu biét Tarquin nhu thé ndo, phéi khong? C6
nang s€ nghi, 6 1a mdt anh chang banh bao va di dom. “Bon t¢ s€ di choi toi thir Bay nay.” Toi cudi hd hitng, r6i lai tiép tuc g.

“Ar.”” C6 nang ndi, tay quin mot vong chun quanh chdng thur. “Céu biét ddy, hom truée Luke Brandon héi t& ciu ¢6 ban trai chura mi?”
Trong mit thoang t6i ngdi bt dong. Luke Brandon mudn biét t6i c6 ban trai chua u?

“That 47 Toi ndi, c6 t6 ra binh thwong, “Khi... khi ndo vay?”



“A, thi hom trude,” ¢d nang n6i. “Hom té dén budi hop béo & hing Truén thong Brandon, anh ta hoi té. Chi ngdu nhién thoi. Cau biét day.”

“Thé cau boa sa0?”

“Td ndi la chura,” Clare noi, 101 cudi xda. “Céu khong thich anh ta déy cha?”

“Tét nhién i khong rdi,” t61 n6i va dao mit di.

Nhung t6i phai cong nhan, rang minh rat nhirng khoi khi quay lai voi may tinh va ban phim Luke Brandon. Y 6i 14, khong phai ti thich héin hay gi dau —

nhung van the “Dy an nay,” t6i g “dua dén mot khoan 16i khong 16 va mot khoan tong kéch xti khi nghi huru. Vi du nhur, véi 7% ting trudng, mit
phunit 30 tudi dAu tr £100 mdi thang s& nhan duoc...”

Ban biét gi khong? Dot nhién t6i nghii, dirng ngay & ddy. Cong viéc ndy that té nhat. T6i nén lim gi hay hon.

Toi nén kim gi d6 hay hon I ngdi chét gi trong c4i vin phong dé ec nay, gb ra mit dong cac chi tiét hrom Eit trén mdt td quang co, ¢b bién ching thanh
loai tin tirc dang tin. To61 xitng dang dugc lam viée gi d6 tha vi hon thé nay. Hoéc duge tra nhieu hon. Hodc ca hai.

Toi ngimg g6 va ngdi chong cam ba den Itic can mot khoi sy moi. Tai sao minh lai khong lam cong viée nhur Elly dang lam nhi? Minh dau c6 s doi chit
vét va, phai khong? Sao khong sdp xép lai cudc sng ciia minh, dén ngay mot cong ty san dAu ngudi cho S¢ Tai Chinh Thanh Phd, va kiém cho minh
mot viée limmoi? Minh s& duoc tra mot khoan thu nhap khong 16, duroc tang mdt chiée 6 t6, va miic do Karen Millen mdi ngiy. Va minh s& khong con
phai o Fing vé chuyén tién nong nira.

T6i thay hd hoi. Chinh né! Chinh 1 c4u tra 16i cho moi thir. Toi s& | mot...

“Clare?” dot nhién t0i cit 1. “Ai kiém duroc nhiéu nhét & thanh phd nay?”

“Té khong biét,” Clare n6i, cau may suy nghi. “C6 I8 1 dam moi gioi hop dong turong lai chiing?”

Prng thé dAy. Toi s& trd thanh mdt nha mbi gidi hop ddng turong lai. Pon gian vay thoi!

Va qua Ia don gian. Qua don gian daé muroi gio' sang hom sau t61 da thiy minh hing diing bude Ién van phong dai dién ctia William Green, cong ty san
dau nguoi cho S Tai Chinh Thanh Pho. Khi day ctia budc vao, t6i da thay hinh phan chiéu cia minh va thay mot chit sosét trong long. Toi tht sur dang
lam diéu nay u?

Ca la to1 lam di. T6i mac bo vest mau den sang trong, quin tt va gidly cao got, voi mot to FT dudi canh tay, chétc chan roi. Va tay kia xach mot chiéc
cip khoa sb, caindy me da tang t6i vao mot dip Giang sinh, nhung t6i chua bao g ding t6i. Mot phan vi n6 rét ning va cong kénh — phéan khéac boi toi
da quén ddy sb, vay nén thure ra t6i khong thé mé nd. Nhung né trong rét on. Dang gia 1 & do.

Jill Foxton, ngudi phy nir ma toi sip gip, da rat d& mém trén dién thoai khi t6i noi mudn thay doi cong vide, va 6 vé nhu kha an tuong voi nhitng kinh
nhiém cuia t6i. Toi d4 g6 nhanh mdt cai hd so ¢4 nhdn va email cho ¢d Ay — 4, phai, 01 cling ¢6 thém thit mot chit, nhung d6 1 diéu ho mong doi, phai
khong nao? Gibng nhur thé marketing chinh minh vAy. Va diing 1 hiéu qua, boi vi ¢b dy goi lai chi mudi phit sau nhan thur, va hoi xem t6i c6 thé dén gip
c0 ay, bdivico & c6 mot vai co hdi thi1 vi cho t6i.

Toi d rat phan khich, va toi hdu nhur khong thé ngdi yén duoc. Toi dén thang ban Philip va bao voi ong ta t6i mubn duge nghi ngiy hom sau dé dua dira

chau di virdn bach thi — va 6ng ta ching nghi ngd gi hét. Ong ta s& stmg st khi phét hién ra ring trong mot dém t6i d trd thanh mdt nha mdi gidi hop
dong twong lai dat gia.

“Xin chao,” toi tur tin ¢t tiéng v6i nguoi phu nir & quay & tan. “Toi dén dé gip ¢ Jill Foxton. Tén i i Rebecca Bloomwood.”

“Tr...”

Toi khong thé ndi tir t& Successful Saving durgc. Rét 6 thé s& dén tai Philip ring t6i dang di tim viéc moi.

“Tir... khong dau ca, thue thé,” t6i ndi va mim cudi thur thai. “Chi la Rebecca Bloomwood thdi. Toi ¢6 cude hen i murdi gio.”

“Tbt thoi,” ¢ ta ndi va mim cudi. “Co ngdi di.”

Toi nhéic chiéc cap Ién va di vé phia nhirmg chiéc ghé da miu den, ¢6 xua di cam giéc lo ing. Toi ngdi xudng, dnh it khap khéi chay doc theo ké béo
trén ban ca phé (nhung chang c6 gi tha vi ca, chi la may to The Economist), rdi ti tha minh ra sau nhin xung quanh. Bay qua la mbt phong nghi rat an
tuong, i phai cong nhén theé. C6 mdt dai phun & gilta, mbt cau thang cudn bang thiy tinh dang kén xudng — va, duong nhu phai cach xa dén vai dam, t6i
thay rat nhi€u thang may t6i tan. Khdng chi mt hay hai— ma ¢ dén ca chuc cai. Troi dat. Noindy qua 1a rong 1on.

“Rebecca?” mdt ¢d gii toc vang tron bd vest ghi dot nhién xuét hién trude it t6i. BO vest rit dep, toi nghi. Booj vest qua dep.

“Xin chao,” t6i noi. “Co Jilll”

“Khong, t6i b Amy,” ¢b Ay cuoi. “Tro Iy cta 6 Jill.”



Troi! Tuyét qua di mat. Béo tro Iy ra moi k‘héch, nhur thé ban qua cao gép va banrén n§n khong thé tir im. C6 1§ kh1 t01 d4 tré thanh mot nha nf)i‘gc'n'
hop dong tong lai quan trong t6i s€ yéu cau trg ly cua t6i thyre hién diéu day lic Elly dén an trura cing, Hodc c6 thé t6i s& ¢d mdt anh trg Iy — va roi
chiing t61 s& yéu nhau! Chiia o1, y nhwr trong phim vay. Mot ngurdi phu nit danh gia va mdt anh chang trg Iy dep trai va nhay cam...

“Rebecca?” Toi quay lai thure tai véi Amy dang chiim chim nhin 61 to mo. “Chi da sin sang chura?”

“Tat nhién!” Toi vui vé noi, roi nhéc cip kén. Khi cim sai bude trén san nha béng lodng, 101 kén dura mat ngm ki bo vest cau Amy lan nita — va dén ngay
nt vao chiéc nhan Emporio Armani! Vay thi Jill phai méic gi? Couture Dior? Chua o, t6i thich noi ndy mat roi.

Chung t6i Ién ti tang sau va bt dau di doc nhitng hing lang trai tham tuong nhu bt tan.

“Vay | chi mu6n tré thianh mot nhan vién moi gié hop dong tuong lai,” Amy mo 1i sau mot thoang,

“Vang,” t6i noi. “Ding [ thé.”

“ya chi chic biét it nhiéu vé& n6 rdi nhi.”

“A, chi biét dy.” Toi curdi nhiin nhén. “Téi da viét bai trén hau hét moi khia canh tai chinh, viy nén t6i thiy minh dwoc trang bj kha day du.”

“Thé thi tot,” Amy mim cudi. “Mot s6 nguoi dén ddy ching biét gi ca. C6 Jill danh hoi ho vai cau thong thudng, va...” C6 4y dua tay hmmbt ctr chi gi
do. Toi khong hiéu nghia 14 gi, nhung né ¢ vé khong tot chut nao.

“Thé a!” Toi nbi, ¢ gir giong that thoai mai. “Vay - thurong thi cau hoi nhur thé nao?”

“0, chi khong phai lo! C6 Ay c6 & s& hoL... 0i, toi khong biét dau. Céi gi ddy kieu nhu ‘Ban s& giao dich mdt md hinh con buémnhur thé nao?” hay
“Diém khéc nhau giita tong chi phi ddu vao va OR 1 gi?” hay ‘Lam thé ndo dé tinh duoc ngiy két thic cia mot hop dong trong lai?” Toan vén dé cin
ban thoi.”

“Plng vay,” toi nudt we mot cai. “Tuyét.”

C6 céi gi ddy trong t6i bao ring hdly quay lai va chay ngay di — nhung diing lic ching t6i d& dén mbt canh cira gb xam

“DAy 161, Amy n6i, rdi mim cudi voi toi. “Chi mubn ding tra hay ca phé?”

“Ca phé nhé.” Téi wde a ¢6 thé ndi, “Xin cho mbt ly gin manh.” Amy g5 cira, mo ra roi dan t6i vao va n6i, “Rebecca Bloomwood.”

“Chao Rebecca!” Ngudi phu nir voi mai toc sim méau ngdi ssau ban Bim viée n6i roi dimg day bit tay.

Toi hoi ngac nhién vi Jill khong dién bang Amy. C6 mic mdt b vesr miu xanh trong kha 16i thoi, voi mot doi gity budn t¢. Nhung dit sao, khong van dé
i, cO ta Ia sép. Va phong lam vi€c ctia ¢6 thi thit dang kinh ngac.

“RAt vui duoc gap cd,” ¢d ta noi, ra dAu cho t6i dén chiéc ghé di dién. “Cho t6i n6i théng luén nhé, t6i cuc ky n tuong voi hd so clia ¢b.”

“That a?” Toi thiy long nhe di chiit it. HO so tit nhién khong t6i, ding khong? Cuc ky an tuong. C6 thé ciing ching hé gi néu khong biét tra 16i miy cau
hoi kia.

“Drc biét a vé mit ngdn ngir,” Jill n6i thém. “Rét tt. C6 hin 1 nguoi gioi giang va da tai.”

“A, tiéng Phép ctia toi moi chi & trinh d6 giao tiép thoi,” o1 néi khiém ton. “Voici la plume de ma tanta [Déy ki cay but 1ong ctia c6 6], tat ca c6 thé thoi
a!”

Jill curdi khen ngoi, va toi cudi lai véi 6 ta.
“Con tiéng Phin Lan!” C6 ta vira ndi vira véi By cdc ca phé trén ban. “Thatk qué dac biét.”

Toi van gt nu cudi va hy vong chiing t6i & tiép tuc chit dé ngdn ngit. Noi thue, 10 dé thém “Tiéng Phén Lan trdi chy” chi vi théy “Tiéng Phap giao
ti€p” nghe hoi cut lin. V4 chang, ai ma biet thiéng Phan Lan co cht? Vi Chila, khdng ai ca.

“Va kién thitc ctia ¢ V& tai chinh,” 6 ta kéo cdi hd so v& phia minh.” C6 ¢ vé nhur da ném dugc khé nhiéu ming khéc nhau trong nhirng ném km béo
tai chinh.” C6 ta ngudc n. “Loai ndo dac biét cuon hut c6 trong cac loiaj giao dich phat sinh?”

Cai gi? Cai gi thé? C6 ta n6i vé céi gi thé? A phai. Céc loai giao dich phét sinh. Chiing 1 hop ddng trong lai, phai khong nhi? Va ho phai lam gi ddy voi
gia cua mdt chimg khoan. Hodc 1a hang héa. Dai loai nhur vay.

“Vang,” t0i bat diu mot cach t tin— va bj gian doan khi Amy mang tich ca phé t6i.

“Camon,” t0i ndi, va ngudce In, hy vong ring ching 101 & chuyén sang chit (jé khac. Nhung c6 ta van dang doi mot cau tra 1oi. “Theo t6i sy hp dan
cuta hop dong turong lai la.... irm, kha ning suy doén, két hop voi kha ning kiém che rtii ro & vi tri can bién.” Toi tur thay minh bat ra tirmg tiéng,



Oa! Troi dét, sao i co thé ndi ra duoc nhimg diéu dy nhi?

“Péy | mot inh vure cue ky thir thach,” t6i mau chong thém vao, “va t6i nght...” Toi nghi cai gi nhi? Toi ¢6 nén nhét thémmot y kién nhanh nhau vé chc
mo hinh com budm hay ngay het han hay cia khi gio gi nita khong? Hay vé Ngan hang Barings? C6 € t0t hon la khong. “Toi ngi tdi s& rat phu hop voi
finh vire ddc bi€t ndy,” cudi cung t6i ket thuc.

“Toi hiéu,” Jill ni, rdi nga hung ra sau ghé. “Toi hoi thé I boi vi ching ti c6 mdt vi tri trong ngn hang ma t0i nghi ¢6 thé hop voi ¢o. Toi khong biét ¢
nghi sao vé chuyén nay.”

M6t vi tri trong ngn hang? Thét sur ¢6 ta s& cho t6i mdt chén u? That khong thé tin ndi!

A9y N .y

“Véng, nd cling 0t v 161, 61 n6i, ¢b giit giong khong qua phin khoi. “Y t6i i, néu t6i khong dd trong mdi giéi hop ddng trong lai — thi ngéin hing ciiing

tt, dung khong a?”

J

1l curdi 1om. Toi nghil ¢6 ta cho ring toi diia hay dai loai thé.

“Khéch hang i mot ngén hang loai A, dang tim kiém mot nhén vién mdi cho chi nhénh London dé phy trach mang phén chia no tai chinh cia ho.”
“O vang,” t6i dap vé thong minh.

“T6i khong 16 ¢6 ¢6 thao vé cac nguyén Iy kinh doanh chénh léch giap lung ctia chau Au khong nhi?””

“Tét nhién,” toi tra 101 dAy tu tin. “Toi da viét bai vé van dé ndy nam ngoéi.”

Diéu nay khong hoan toan tht, nhung lic ndo t6i ciing c6 thé doc sach vé cai ndy duoc, ding ma nhi?

“Chéic chén I t6i khong budce 6 phai quyet dinh gi ¢4, ¢6 ta n6i “nhung néu c6 mudn ddi nghé, thi toi phai n6i ring dau | cong viéc hoan hao véi co.
S& c6 mdt cude phong van, nhung t6i thiy khong c6 vin dé gi dau.” C6 ta mim cudi. “Va ching t6i ¢6 thé throng rong vi ¢6 mdt khoan rét hip dan.”

“That u?” Dot nhién, t6i gan nhu khong tho ndi nita. C6 ta chudn bi thurong lrong mot khoan hép din. Véi toi!

“A phéi,” Jill n6i, “Nay, c6 phai nhan thiy c6 | c6 mot khong hai” C6 ta mim cuoi chéic chén véi t6i. “C6 biét khong, khi nhén duoc ho s ctia co hom
qua, toi thye sy thay rat mirng! Y t6i 13, thit tring hop!”

“Thé a,” t0i n6i va cudi rang &y voi ¢d ta. Chia of, thélt qué tuyét. DAy ding B mdt gide mo khing khiép trés thanh hign thyc. Toi sap trd thanh mot nhan
vién ngin hang! Va khong phai mdt ngan hang c6 10 nao d6 — ma la mdt ngan hang bang A!

“Vay thi,” Jill noi. “Ching ta t6i gip nha tuyén dung thoi nhi?”
“Gi co a?” Toi kinh ngac thét 1én, va mdt nu cudi phot hién trén mit ¢ ta.

“To6i da khong mudn tiét 16 cho toi khi giip ¢6 — nhung gidm ddc nhan si ctia Ngan hang Helsinki dang & ddy du hop ciing giam dc diéu hanh ctia ching
to1. Toi bict ngay 1a dng ta s& thich c6 ma. Moi dieu s€ ngd ngii chiéu nay thoi!”

“Tuyét voil” T6i ndi va dimg ddy. Ha-ha-ha! Toi sap trd thanh nhan vién ngan hang roi!
Phai dén khi di hét nira hang lang thi nhirg 10 n6i ctia Jill moi bat dau thdm vao tri dc toi. Ngan hing Helsinki.
Ngan hang Helsinki. N6 khong c6 nghia.... Chic chén ¢6 ta khong nghi ring...

“Toi khong thé doi dén khi hai bén ndi vi nhau bang tiéng Phan Lan,” Jill vui vé n6i, khi ching t0i bét du budc Ién ciu thang cudn. “Dhy khong phéi |y
ngdn ngi t6i biét gl cho im.”

Oi Chiia oi. Oi Chia oi. Khong,

“N6i chung, vin d& ngdn ngi cia t6i ding B vo vong,” ¢6 ta thém vao mot cach d& chiu. “Toi ching 6 khiéu trong cai ngach dy, khong giéng co!”
Toi nhoén cudi roi di tiép, khong thiéu mot bude ndo. Nhung t6i nhur khong the ndi. Khdn nan. Toi s& am gi ddy. Toi s& im cai quai gi day?
Ching t6i 1& vao mdt gc rdi bt dau tir ton di sang hanh lang khac. Va t6i im rat on. Mién i ching toi cir di thé nay, t6i van on.

“Tiéng Phan Lan hoc c6 khé khong nhi?” Jill noi.

“Khong kho im dau,” t6i nghe thiy tiéng minh lap bap. “BJ... b t6i co nira gdc Phin Lan.”



“U;, 6i ciiing nghi chic 1 phai thé,” Jill ndi. <Y 6i I, ddy khong phai Ia thir tiéng c6 hoc & trudng ding khong?” Va ¢6 ta mim cudi thi vi.

Tét nhién I ching c6 vén dé gi voi ¢6 ta cd, toi tuyét vong nghil. C6 ta khong phai k ké dang bi din dén chd chét. Cha o, thét kinh khing! Moi ngudi di
ngang qua, liéc nhin va mim cuoi véi t6i, nhur theé muon ndi “Po 1a ngurdi noi tieng Phan Lan day!”

Sao t6i lai ghi 1A t6i troi chay tiéng Phin Lan co chir? Tai sao?

“C6 6n chir?” Jill n6i. “Khong cang thang chir?”

“O khong!” Vira n6i toi vira &p minh cudi tht tuoi. “TAt nhién I t6i khong hé cang thang!”

C6 18 161 s& c6 thé biéu dién n, dot nhién toi nghi. Y 61 1y, gl do s& khong thure hién cuge phong van chét tiét toan bang tleng Phén Lan, phai khong? Ga
s& chi n6i “Haallo” hay cai gi cling duoc, va t6i s& chao lai “Haallo” va 161 truée khi g kip ndi gi khdc, t6i s&€ mau chong ndi “Ong biét déy, tiéng Phin
Lan chuyén mbn ctia t6i gi d3 quén nhiu. Liéu ching ta c6 thé ding tiéng Anh dugc khong a?” Va gi s& noi...

“Sép dén roi dy,” Jill néi, va mim cudi v6i toi.

“That t5t,” t6i n6i hd hoi, va ndm chét hon ban tay dang nhep md héi vao chiéc cap.Chiia oi. Lam on ctru con thot khoi vu nay. Lamon...

“Day roi!” Jill n6i, va dimg lai trude cin phong gin bién “Phong Hop.” C6 ta gb hai lan, rdi ddy cira ra. Trong phong chét ngudi ngdi quanh ban, va tét
ca déu quay lai nhin toi.

“Ong Jan Virtanen,” ¢6 ta n6i. “T6i mudn éng gip ¢ Rebecca Bloomwood.”
Mot nguoi dan 6ng c6 ria dung day, né ny curdi to turdng vai t0i, va md rong vong tay.
“Neiti Bloonmwood,” 6ng ta hén hd ndi. “Nautin erittain paljon tapaamisestamime. Onkhdng oiken, etta teilla on jonkinlainen yhteys Suomeen?”

T6i nhin 6ng ta chim chiim khong tht nén 11, Mt t6i bit dau sang nre 1én nhur thé dang tran ngap hanh phiic. Tt ca moi ngudi trong phong dang chd
doi cau tra 10 clia toi, t0i phai ndi gi do.

“TOi... A... rm... Haall®!” Toi gio tay lén kh& vy choa than thién va mim cudi véi ca phong,

Nhung khodng ai cudi lai véi toi.

“Um... Toi chi dén dé...” Toi bt dau ki lai. “Chi dén dé...”

Toi quay dau lai. Va chay.

Ban dang doc truyén T Thi Cria Mot Tin Po Shopping dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.

Chuong 11

Toi trd lai xuong phong nghi, hén ha hon hénh yéu ét. Ciiing chang ¢6 gico gila I, boi t6i vira gAn nhur maratong doc suot day hanh lang bat tan, ¢b thoat
khéi cai chén quy quéi ndy. Toi xudng t6i day béc thang cudi ctng (khong thé liéu dm thang may, nh& doan Phén Lan xuét hién bat thinh linh), roi nglmg
mot chit dé Ky lai hoi. T6i chinh lai vay, chuyén chiéc cip sang tay khac cho d& md hoi, va bt dau diém tinh di qua phong nghi vé phia cira, nhu thf; 01
vira ra khoi mot budi hop hoan toan binh thudng, hoan toan chéng c6 gi an twong. Toi khong nhin ngang, t6i khong nhin doc. Toi ciing khong nghi dén
cai thuc tai rang toi vira pha nat hoan toan cai co hdi trd thanh mdt nhan vién ngan hang hang dau. Tat cé nhitng gi t6i nghi dugc chi la dén canh cira kinh
kia va ra ngoai ngay trurde khi mdt ai d6 cd thé...

“Rebecca!” giong noi cét Ién phia sau lam t6i t€ Ligt. Chét tiét. Ho tom dugc toi roi.

“Hallo!” t6i hit tht sau, quay dau lai. “Hall... O... Trdi... Chio.”

Do 1a Luke Brandon.

D6 1a Luke Brandon, dtmg ngay trurde mit t6i, nhin xudng voi nu cudi khoai tra thudng truc.

“Pay khong phai i mdt noi t6i mong doi dugc gip ¢d,” hén noi. “Khdng phai ¢ dang tim viée & S¢ Tai chinh Thanh phd ddy chi?”

Tai sao t6i lai khong nén & day? Khong phai hiin nghi t6i khong dii thong minh diy chir?
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“Thét ra” t6i ngao man n6i. “Toi dang dinh doi viée. C6 thé i im ngan hang nurdc ngoai. Hogic im mbi gidi hop dong turong lai.”
“That 47" héin n6i. “Tiéc qua”

Tiéc? Y hin 14 gi? Sao lai phai tiéc? Khi t6i nhin én, cap nit sAm miu ctia hin gip mit t6i, 16i thiy long khé rung rinh. Tir mt noi ndo d6, miy 1vi cia
Clare hién Ién trong dau t6i. Luke Brandon da hoi rang t6i cd ban trai chua?

“A...” t6i hing giong. “Thé thi anh dang lim gj & day?”

“0, toi qua lai day thurong xuyén ma” hén n6i. “Ho lam viée rat hiéu qua. V6 cam, nhung hiéu quéa.” Han nhin vai, nhin xudng chiéc cap sang bong ctia
to1. “The ho da quyét dinh cho ¢6 vi tri no chua?”

“T6i ¢6.... t6i c6 kha nhiéu hra chon” t6i n6i. “Téi chi dang can nhéc nén di theo hudng nao thoi”
Hudng do, néi thyc ra, chinh Ia lao thfmg ra canh cura kia.

“T6i hiéu’” han ndi, rdi ngimg lai. “Cé danh ca ngay t6i day a2”

“Véng” t6i noi. “Tat nhién roi”’

Hién nghi c4i gi thé? Réng toi chi mit ¢ vai gio va t0i dd nén n6i i t6i vira dyur mdt budi hop béo ching?
Thye ra, d6 khong phai | mot y kién toi. Lin sau t6i s& thi.

“Vay thi - gio 6 lam gi?”” hén noi.

Pung ndi “Khong gi ca.” khdng bao gio néi “khong gi ca”

“A, 161 c6 vai viée lat vt phai lani” t61 n6i. “Goi dién vai cude, dén gip vai ngudi, dai loai thé.”

“A” hin 1001, gat gu. “Phai. Phai. Dung dé t6i giir chan c6.” Hén nhin quanh phong nghi. “Toi hy vong ¢b s& quyét dinh duoc, mdt lra chon cong viée
sang subt.”

“Camon” t6i n6i, va tang hin mdt ny cudi nhiét tinh.

R&i hin budc di, roi xa phia cira, va dé lai toi dung day, tay van giit chiéc cip ning né, long hoi thit vong, Toi dimg doi t6i khi hén khudt han, 101 mbi
thén tho chdm chdm budc t6i canh cira va xubng phd. Va rdi t6i dimg lai. Phai ndi that, t6i khong chic s& lim g tiép theo. T6i da dinh phan con lai trong

ngay 61 s& goi cho tét ca moi ngudi dé khoe cong vide moi tuyét voi ctia minh — mdt nhan vién mdi giéi hop dong trong lai. Nhung thay vi thé... Thoi,
dau sao. Pumg nghi ¢én n6 nira.

Nhung t6i khong thé ctr dimg trude cira William Green ca ngay dugc. Moi nguoi s€ nghi t6i 1a bure trong hay la cai gi d6. Vay la cubi cing toi bit dau
dibd trén pho, tinh rang t6i s€ dén duge bén tau dua som dé quyet dinh lam gi tiep. Toi di dén goc pho va dang doi dén xanh thi chot mdt chiéc taxi do lai
ngay bén canh.

“T6i biét co I ngudi phy nit rat ban ron, véi vo s6 viéc phai lam.” giong ciia Luke Brandon vang lén, va dau 6 6c t0i giat bén kinh ngac. Han & d6, vuon
ngudi ra cira s6 taxi, d6i nit sdm ctia hdn hoi nheo lai voi mdt nu cuoi. “Nhung néu ¢b ¢6 chi khoang nira tiéng 18i thdi — cd ¢6 himg thi di mua sdm
mot chit khong?”

Ngiy hom nay thit khong tuéng, Hoan toan va nhét dinh 1 khong tudng

Toi vio xe, it ci cp néing né xudng dui san, va hudng mdt anh nhin lo Eing vao Luke khi ngdi xudng. Toi bit du thiy hoi hbi hin. Nhd hén hoi 161 vé
1ai suat? Nhd han muon néi chuyén vé Bundesbank hay vien canh tang truong kinh té¢ Hoa Ky thi sao? Nhung tat ca dieu han ndi voi lai xe chi la “Dén
Harrods nhé.”

Khi xe chuyén banh, t6i khong thé ngin mdt ny cuoi tran trén nét mt. Toi da nghi réing s& phéi vé nh va dau kho mot minh — nhung thay vi thé, t6i dang
trén duong téi Harrods, va s€ ¢ nguoi tra ticn. Y t6i 1a, khong gi c6 the tuyét voi hon the.

Doc dudng xe chay, t6i nhin ra nhitng con phd dong dtic. Du da thang 3 nhung vin con vai tim bién dé “Ha gid” tir hdi théing mot, va toi soi chém chi
vao nhimg ti kinh, ban khoan khong hiéu ¢6 mon hoi ndo da bibo phi khong. Ching t61 do lai trude tao nha mot chi nhanh Ngan hang Lloyds. Toi dan
it vao nhiing 6 ctra, va vao hang ngudi bén trong, thay minh bat thanh timg tiéng “Anh biét khong? Ngan hang nén giam phi vao thang Giéng. Moi noi
déu lamthe.”

Im lang mét gidy, 101 i ngudc én, théy mdt nu cuoi khoai tra trén miit Luke Brandon.

“Ngan hang u?”” hin noi.

“Sao khong?” t6i qua quyét. “Ho c¢6 thé giam phi trong mot thang hodc gi d6. Nhur vy co thé xdy dung cac mdi quan hé. Nhirng tAmap phich lon trén
cac ctra sO, “Giam phf’.... “ Toi suy nghi mot lat. “Hoaic ho ¢6 thé thure hién vao thang 4, sau dot thu thué nam. Cac nha c4i dau tur ciing ¢ thé lm thé



luon. ‘Giam 50% cho loai quy duoc chon.”

“Mot cong ty dau tr uy thac giam phi.” Luke Brandon cham rdi n6i. “Giam trén tit ca céc loai phi tra trude.”

“CHinh x4c” ti noi. “moi nguoi déu them duogc giam gid, ké ca nhitng ngudi giu.”

Chiée taxi lai tiép tuc chay, ti nhin chim chu mot nguoi phu ik trong b 4o choang 1ong lay, ban khoan khong hiéu ba ta mua & dau. Co thé & Harrods.
Co khi t6i cling nén mua mot cai 4o choang tréng, TOi s& khong méc mau gi khic ngoai mau tring trong subt mila déng, Mot chiéc 4o choang tring tuyét
va mdt chiéc mil Iong thi ciing mau tréing. Moi ngudi s& bét dau goi t6i i C6 Gai Mic Ao Choang Tring.

Khi t0i quay lai thi thdy Luke dang viét gi d6 lén mot cubn s6 nho. Hén nhin Ién, cham phai dnh it t0i trong gidy lt, v n6i “Rebecca, ¢ ¢6 nghiém tic
muon bo nghé bao khong?”

“0” t6i lo déing dap. N6 tht 14 t61 da quén phéng chuyén bo nghé bao rdi. “Toi khong biét, c6 thé”

“Va ¢6 thuc su nghi ngén hang hop vdi ¢ hon?”

“Ai biét dugc co chir?” Toi n6i, cam thiy hoi b'git an voi giong diéu clia hén. Han thi moi thir 6n hét. Ching bao gidr phai lo vé sur nghiép - hén c6 ca cong
ty riéng hang tri€u bang. T6i thi chi c6 khoan thau chi hang tri¢u bang. “Elly Granger da bo viée ¢ to Investor’s Weekly News” toi thém vao. “Co ay sang
Wetherby lam quan ly quy.”

“T6i c6 nghe” héin néi. “Chang c6 gi dang ngac nhién. Nhung c6 khong gidng Elly Granger.”

That u? Loi nhan xét ny kim t6i nao ning. Néu t6i khong giéng Elly, thi toi s& giéng ai nhi? Ai ddy tuyét nhur kiéu Kristin Scott Thomas, ¢6 khi thé.

“Cb ¢6 tri twong turong,” Luke thém vao. “COn c6 Ay thi khong,”

Cha! Gio thi t6i thue sy kinh ngac. Luke Brandon nghi ring ti ¢4 tri twéng turong? Chiia oi. Tuyét qué, phai khong? Qua B mdt 1 ting bdc cuc ky. Co
¢0 tri trong twong, Hirm, ding, t6i thich nhur the. Trr khi...

Khoan ndo. N6 khong phai l cach lich sur dé ni réing t6i ng6 ngan déy chir? Hay mdt ke noi phét? Nhu kiéu “su tinh todn sang tao.” C6 thé hén dang
am chi rang khong bai bao nao cua t6i 3 chinh xac ca.

Lay Chuia, t6i khong biét nén to ra hai long hay khong nita.

Pé che giéu sur lng ting, t6i lai nhin ra ngoai ctra s0. Ching t6i dang dimg & dén do, va mot ba béo phi trong bo d6 dibo vai bang nhung mau hong
dang b sang duong. Ba ta dang 6m mit dong i 46 va kéo theo mdt con ché im, ¢b vt Ion dé gilr cd cainay va cai kia, 10i lai phai dé mot vai thir
xubng. Toi rat mubn xubng xe dé gitip ba dy. RSi dot nhién, ba béo tudt tay km roi mot cai tii xudng dat. Cai tii mi toang — ba hop kem to tuwéng ving
ra 10i bit dau in trén duong,

Pumg c6 cudi chir, ti nhéc chinh minh. Phai chin chéin. Dimg ¢6 cudi. Toi mim modi lai, nhung khong thé gitr mot tiéng khiic khich bét ra.

Toi liéc Luke, va thdy mdi héin ciing dang mim lai.

Va 1di ba béo bt dau chay dudi theo nhitng hop kem dang kin déu, tht nhién Ia tay van kéo theo con ché lin. Va thé 1, toi khong thé ngin minh cudi
ric rich. Pén khi con ch6 chop dugc ching trude ba béo, va bt dau cb ding rang mo nép thi t6i nghi minh s& chét vi cudi mit. Quay sang Luke, t0i
khong tin vao mét minh nita. Han ciing cuoi khong dit, va dua tay quét nrdc mét. Toi da khong nghi ring Luke Brandon timg cudi nhur thé.

“Trdi dat” cudi cling 6i ciing nhin dugc. “Toi biét 1 khong nén cudi phé 1én vi nguoi khéc. Nhung mé t6i...”

“Con chd d6!” Luke lai tiép tuc curdi kin cudi bo. “Céi con ché chét tiét do!”

“Céi b qun 4o kia!” Toi ic e minh khi xe tiép tuc kin bénh, virot qua ba-béo-mau-hong. Ba ta cii xudng nhiit miy hop kem, va céi mong vi dai méu
hong chong Ién troi... “T6i xin 101, nhung han 1a nén cam hét moi bd d6 di bo bang vai nhung mau hong trén cai hanh tinh nay.”

“Toi khong phan dbi gi ca” Luke ndi, gat dau mdt cach nghiém tiic. “Bang gia ndo thi ciing phai cAm miy cai bd db thé duc mau hong nay. Ca ca vat
nira.”

“Va ca quin 16t nam nita.” Toi n6i ma ching suy nghf gi - di bit diu ngwong do niit. Sao t6i lai c6 thé d& cap dén quén 16t nam trude mit Luke
Brandon co chit? “Va cé bap rang bo nita.” t6i mau chong thém vao.

“Chinh x4c” Luke néi. “Vay I ching ta s& phai cAm méu hong v6i do thé duc, ca vat, quan 16t nam, bip rang bo...”
“Va ca nhig tén khing khong mang tién I nita,” giong bac tai xé voi xudng tir dang trudc.
“Cong bang i’ Luke hoi nhin vai. “Nhimg tén khing khong mang tién 16.”

“Ca may thing 6n ndn oe nita. Ching 14 loai t& nhit day!”



“Puoc roi...”

“Rdi may thing ot ching biét minh dinh dén chd quéi néo nira.”

Luke va t6i nhdm nhay nhau, rdi lai cudi khic khich,

“A ca miy gi khbn khong noi duoc thir tiéng chét tiét ndy. Lam minh phét dién.”
“Chinh x4c” Luke néi. “Vay la... that ra, rit nhiéu gi khon.”

“Dimg hiu nhim ¥ ctia t0i nhé” bic tai phén trén, “40i chéing ¢6 g phan doi ngwdi nrée ngoi dau...” Cudi ciing béc ta b xe lai trede Harrods. “Dén roi
day. Hai ngudi chac di mua samha?”

“Diing r6i déy bac” Luke vira d4p vira rit vi ra.
“Rdi - gio ching ta lam gi nhi?”

T6i nhin Luke day mong doi. Han khong hé ndi ring ching toi dén day dé mua gi. Quin 4o u? Hay nur6c cao rau? Liéu ti c6 phai tiép tuc ngiri cai min
tir cam han khong? (Ma thure ra t6i khong thay phién todi gi.) D6 ndi that a? Vai thir d& dan nhu mot cai ban méi chang han?

“Gian hanh Iy”” hin n6i rdi dua tién cho bac tai. “Béc cir giit ly chd tién 6.”

Hanh Iy! Cap tap va tii x4ch va nhitng thir nhur thé. Khi tho thén quanh cira héng, nhin ngim nhiing cai cap tip va i da dé ctia Louis Vuitton, t6i nhur bi
chimdam Thét su soc bdi chinh minh. Tt dung hanh ly. Thé quai nao ma ti chura bao gio nghi ngoi dén tii hanh Iy tir trude t6i nay nhi?

Toi nén giai thich — bao nhiéu ndm roi, 61 B tuyp chi mua sam quéin quanh nhiing thir dd thong thuong. Hoi gidng hé thbng luén canh mia vu ctia nong
dan 4y. Chi khéc, thay vi mi-ng6- lua—lamdat, VOi t1 a quan 4o-trang diém-giy dép-quan 4o. (Toi thurong khong quan tim may toi Am dat). Mua sim
thure chét rat gidng cay cdy mdt canh dong. Ban khong thé ctr mua méi mot thir - ban phai da dang mot chit.

Nhung hayy nhin nhirg thir t61 da bo 1o subt thoi gian qua nay. Nhin nhing thr ti da tir chbi ban than. Toi carnthay lung lay khi t6i nhan ra nhimg co hoi
da bi vat qua ctra sO ngan ay ndm Vali nay, tdi du lich nay, ti dyng mii in chit 1bng nay... Chan moi nhir, t6i 1 dén gdc tiém va ngdi xudng mot cai bé lat
tham gin mot i da dung do trang diém mau do.

Lam sao t6i lai bo qua nhimg thir d6 nay bay 1u nhi? Sao lai ¢6 thé than nhién dé cudc song minh trdi qua mi I di mdt mang hang toan ven thé nay?
“Vay... c0 thiy sa0?”” Luke ndi, tién gan lai toi. “C6 cai gi dang mua khong?”

Va gio thi, tAt nhién. Toi cam tlﬁy minh nhu mot ké giz}n lan. Tai sao hz‘in khong I}é mubn mua mot chiée 4o so mi trﬁng tuyét dep, hay mot chiéc khin
cashmere? Hay thdm chi Ia kem boi tay? T6i da c6 thé khuyén han day vé am hi€u va thAm chi dinh gia ngay thir 6 d6. Nhung lai 1a vali. Toi qua 1a ké
tap toe trong finh virc ndy.

“Cha” t6i n6i dé cau gidr. “Ciing con tuy. Ching trong déu tuyét ca.”

“Ching déu tuyét, phai khong?”” Han nhin hudng nit ciia t6i quanh khip gian hang, “Nhung c6 s& chon céi nio? Néu ¢b phai mua mdt trong nhiing
chiéc vali nay, s€ 1a cai nao?”

Ching c6 gl hay ho ca. Toi khong thé kira phinh dugc.
“Noi that 1a.” Toi noi, “day thuc sy khong phai inh vire t6i sanh.”
“Cai g khong phai?”” hin n6i, giong day hoai nghi. “Mua sim u?”
“Vali” t6i giai thich. “Day khong phai la finh virc t6i danh nhidu thdi gian. Péng ra 13 phai nhu vay, t6i biét, nhung...”
“Um... thoi khong sao” Luke ndi, miéng hén xodn thanh mt nu cudi “Vay thi nhur mt ké khong chuyén, c6 s€ chon cai nao nio?”
Cha, ddy lai la chuyén khac.
[irm” t61 ndi, va nhanh nhen ding én. “Nao, ching ta xem k§ hon nhé!”
Chia oi, ching ti da rét vui. CHing t0i xép 8 cdi vali thanh mdt hang, va bit dau chdm diém vé hinh thirc, o néing nhe, chit hrong vai I6t, s0 ngin bén
trong, va do tron ctia banh xe. “T6i kiém tra bang cach sai budc subt ca chicu dai ca phong, kéo chiee vali theo sau. Lic y, nhan vién ban hang da phai
chiu thua va dé yén cho chiing t6i lam the.) Ro6i chiing t6i quay sang kiém mot chiéc ti dung d6 hop vdi cap tap va cling cham diém.
Gia ca c6 vé ching thanh vin d& véi Luke, diéu ndy t6t kinh khing, boi vi ching qua hoanh trang — va, ngay tir cai nhin d4u tién, choang véng, ching

khién ti mudn bo chay ngay Bp tirc. Nhung thit ky la am sao khi £1,000 ¢6 thé bt dau duong nhur | mot khoan rét hop 1y cho mot chiée vali - nhét i
ttr khi loai vali in chit 1ong ctia Louis Vuitton dat hon dén 10 lan. Thét ra, sau mdt hoi suy nghi nghiém tiic, t6i tu thay minh nén dau tu vao mot chiée vali



cao cAp nhur thé ndy, thay vi chiéc i vai bat cii & mon vet clia toi.

Nhung hdmnay la chuyén mua sim cta Luke, khong phai t6i. Va, la ky lamsao, chon d6 cho nguoi khéc duong nhu con vui hon ca cho chinh minh.
Cudi cling, ching t6i khoanh 1 ving duoe mot ch1ec bang da mau xanh d4m, ¢6 banh xe chay cuc bon, va mit chiéc bang da dé mau xanh xam, ning hon
mot chit, nhung c6 vai lot bang lua 1ong By rit mém, t6i khong thé ngimg lrét tay trén do. Hon thé, n6 con c6 mot chiée i trong va mot hop dung db
trang diém rat hop — va chiing di cting nhau thi qua Ia tuyét voi. Chua oi, néu Ia toi, toi s&...

Nhung m, t6i déu c6 duge quyét dinh, phai khong? Luke | ngwoi mua cdi vali. Han | ngwoi duge chon lwra. Ching ti ngdi bt xudng san, canh nhau,
va ngam nhin nhiing chiéc vali.

“Céi mau xanh d6 c6 vé d& dimg hon” cudi cing thi Luke n tiéng.
m” t6i n6i hirng ho. “Toi ciing nghi thé day”

“Trong sang hon — ma banh xe chay ciing tot hon.”

“Uh’l”

“Va cai da dé mau xam kia thi d& trdy im Mau xanh trong bén hon.”
m” t6i ndi, ¢ ghng to ra minh dong ¥ v6i hén.

Luke quay sang ti voi c4i nhin tréu choc, rdi néi. “Thoi, xong rdi, t6i nghi 1 ching ta da ¢6 sw kra chon rdi ddy nhi?” Rbi, van ngdi bét dudi dét, han vay
tay goi nhan vién ban hang,

“Véng, thua 6ng?”” Anh ban hang néi, va Luke gat dau v6i anh ta.

“T6i Ay chiéc mau be xam nay.”

“O!” t6i n6i ma khong kim durgc nu curdi tuoi sang dang nd ruc trén mit. “ANh d chon cai ma t6i thich nhét!”

“Quy luat cude sdng ma” Luke noi, dumg thing déy rdi phiii quan. “Néu ban da phién ai dé xin 1oi khuyén, thi nhat dinh phai nghe ngudi d6.”
“Nhung t6i dau c6 ndi céi...”

“C0 khong phai noi mé” Luke n6i, voi tay kéo ti dimng ddy. “Nhiing c4i trm irm d ndi hét rdi.”

Ban tay héin manh m3 dén ngac nhién cam lay tay 61, va khi héin kéo t6i ddy, t6i cam thdy c6 mdt cai gi nhe nhang sa xubng long. Miii huong ctia héin
ciing that d& chiu. M6t loai nude cao rdu dit tién ndo do, t6i khong biét. Trong mdt gidly, ca 2 déu khong ndi dugc gi.

“Phar” cudi cting thi Luke ciing 1én tiéng. “Phai, t6i nén di thanh toan, t0i nghi thé.”
“Véng” t6i ndi, dot nhién thay long lo Eing ky cuc. “Vang, t6i ciing nghi thé.”

Hién di dén quiy thanh toan va bt dAu trao ddi véi nhan vién ban hang, t6i ngude 1én mdt quiy bay tii xich bang da, rdi dot nhién thiy hoi ngwong ngju.
Y t6i 14, gio thi sao nhi?
Xemnao, ching t6i chi con chao tambiét mt cach lich sur, ding khong? Luke c6 thé s& phai quay lai vin phong, Hén khong thé lang thang nua sdmca

ngiy dugc. Va néu hén hoi t6i s¢ m g tiép theo, t6i tur nhiy, minh phai n6i minh ban. Toi s& gia vo nhu minh sip ¢ cude gip quan trong da xép lich hay
gido.

“Xong rof” héin n6i va quay lai. “Rebecca, t6i thit sur rat biét on o da gitp.”
“Tuyét!” t0i néi vui vé. “A, toi phai di...”
“T6i dang ban khoan” Luke bt dau trude khi toi kip néi gi. “Liéu ¢d c6 mubn an trua khong nhi?””

Homdo tro thanh ngay tuyét voi cua toi. Mua sim ¢ Harrods, an trura tai Harvey Nichols. Y 6i 13, con gi tuyét voi hon? CHung t6i di thiing 1én nha hang
Fifth Floor, va Luke goi mdt chai ruqu trang lanh budt va ning cdc chiic mimng,

“Vi chi€c val” han noi, va curoi mim.

“Chiéc val” t6i kip lai hdn hoan, 16i nhip mdt ngum. Cir nhur thé dAy B m6n ruou ngon nhét 6i timg thudng thire vy, Luke mo thure don roi bét dau
doc, va t6i ciing lay thyre don ctia minh — nhung néi thue 1, t6i ching doc dwoc chit ndo ca. Toi chi dang ngdi trong cam gidc 4m ap hanh phic. Toi nhin
quanh, thich thi véi tit ca nhitng nguoi phu nit sang trong vao ddy an trua, ghi nhé nhiing bd quén 4o ctia ho va ban khoan khong hiéu ¢6 gai ding kia
kiém duoc d6i bot mau hdng & dau. Va gio thi, voi Iy do ndo do, t6i dang nghi vé tAm thiép xinh xin Luke d giri cho t6i. VA t6i tir hoi, khong hiéu ring
d6 chi 14 cir chi than thién — hay... Hay 1a céi gi d6 khac.



Ctr nghii v& chuyén nay [ long 6i lai rung dong manh mé dén ndi toi cam thdy nhir non nao, thé 1a rt voi vang t6i nhap thém mdt ngum nita. Nao, mot
ngum, thit to. Roi t6i dat ly xudng, démdeén 5, roi dot ngdt ndi ““A tién theé, cam on anh vi tam thiép nhé.”

“Gi co?” hiin n6i, ngude én. “O, khong c6 gl ma.” Hén véi Ay chiée ly, va nhép mot ngum. “That vui vi da tinh cd gip ¢ tdi hom do.”
“Mot no tuyét vor” 61 noi. “That tuyét dé qua lai cac ban.”

Negay khi t6i noi cau ndy, t6i d4 cam thiy xdu hd. Nhung Luke chi mim cudi va ni “Thyc thé”. Rdi hin dit ly xudng, ndi tiép “C6 ¢ ¥ tuong dimg mén
nao chua?”’

“A..” t0i noi, iée voi xuéng thyre don. “T61 nghi t6i s€ chi ding... ... banh ca. Va mit salad cai.”

Chét tiét, t61 vira thdy mon mure dng. Péng nh& t6i phai chon mon d6. Oi troi, gior thi qua mudn roi.

“Chon hay dy” Luke cuoi véi toi. “Va camon 6 lan nira vi da di ciing t6i hom nay. Ludn tuyét voi khi ¢ thém mdt 1oi khuyén.”

“Khong c6 gi dau” ti khé ni, va nhap thém mdt chit ruou. “Hy vong ki anh thich no”

“0, n6 khong phai 14 cho 61" hin néi sau mdt vai gidy im king, “P6 I cho Sacha.”

“O, phat” toi vui vé dap. “Sacha 1 ai vay? Chi gai anh 4?”

“Ban gai to7” Luke ndi, va quay lai vay tay goi bdi ban.

Va t6i chiim chiim nhin hén, khong nhic nhich ndi.

Ban gai ciia hin. T6i vira gitip hin chon vali cho ban gai.

Tur dung t6i khong con chit cam gide doi ndo nita. Toi khong mubn banh cd hay salad cai gi hét. T6i tham chi khong mubn & ddy nira. Hoi 4m hanh phiic
i ciing mét di d4u i, va sau thim t6i cam thiy budt gia va cuc ky ngu ngdc. Luke Brandon da co ban gai. Tét nhién I han cd. Mot c6 a dep dé sang
trong ndo d6 tén 1 Sacha, voi nhimg mong tay tia tot va di du lich khéip noi v6i nhitng chiéc vali dit tién. Toi A mot con ngbe, ding khong? Péng nhé ti
phai biet chac chén ton tai mot Sacha nao d6 chir. Y t6i 14, hién nhién ma.

Trir khi... Trir khi khong phéi | diéu hién nhién. Thyc ra, khong phai thé chiit nao du. Luke da khong hé da dong dén ban gii cé budi sang nay. Sao lai
vay? Sao han khong don gian n6i cai vali la cho ¢6 ta ngay tir dau? Sao han lai € t6i ngbi canh han trén nén nha Harrods r6i bat cuoi khi toi luon qua
lron lai, kiém tra nhing cai banh xe? Toi s& khong cu xtr nhur the nu biét rang ching t6i dang chon vali cho ban gai han. Va han hén da biet diéu do.
Han han d3 biét.

M6t cam gidc té cong bét dau lan toa khiip nguoi toi. Tat ca déu toi té.

“C6 6n chir?” Luke n6i khi quay lai nhin toi.

“khong” ti thiy minh dang néi. “Khéng, khong 6n chiit ndo. Anh da khéng ndi voi toi céi vali d6 1 cho ban gii anh. Anh tham chi a khong ndi anh da
c6 ban gai.”

Chuia oi, vAy I t6i da lam thé rdi. Toi vira cur xtr hoan toan bt nhi. Nhung ma t6i nic keé.

“Toi hiéu’” Luke ndi sau mdt khoang ling. Hin cémm)t méau banh mi én va bop vun bang nhing ngon tay, rdi ngudc Ién. “Sacha va t6i thanh doi cling
mot thdi gian rd7” hén nhé nhén n6i. “Toi xin 16i néu t61 da gy bat ky mot... 4n tuong ndo.”

Hién dang to vé ké ca v6i toi. Toi khong thé chiu dung duroc.

“D6 khong phéi vin d&” t6i ndi, cam thiy 2 gd méa dang do bung lén. “Chi ... moi chuyén that sai trai”

“Sai tr4i?”” han n6i, t6 vé khoai tra.

“Anh phai n6i cho t6i biét i chiing ta chon vali cho ban gai anh chi” t6i tiép tuc n6i, hiin hoc nhin xubng ban an. “Nhu thé moi thir da... khac.”
Ling di mdt e r6i toi nhin én, thiy Luke dang nhin t6i nhur thé 61 la mot ké khing,

“Rebecca’ hén n6i, “Co dang quan trong hod van dé 1én rdi. Toi mudn hoi y kién ctia ¢6 vé vali. Chdm hét.”
“Va anh s& ké cho c6 ta biét 1 d xin 1oi khuyén ctia t6i chir?”

“Tét nhién rdi!”” Luke n6i, va budng mot tiéng cudi nhé. “Toi nghi B c6 4y s& rat khoai tra.”

Toi chét king nhin héin, cam giac bi si nhyuc rdt qua t6i. C6 hong nghen lai, va mdt vét thwong dang I6n dan quin thit trong ngue. Khodi tra, Sacha s&
thay khodi tra khi c6 & nghe vé toi.



Phai, tt nhién 1 thé rdi. Ai md khong thy khodi tra khi nghe vé& mdt dira con gai bd ca sang ra dé chon vali cho mdt ké khac? Mot ké hoan toan nhdm
1An vé chd ciia n6. Mot ké hoan toan ngu ngbe, ¢d ta twéng ring Luke Brandon ¢ & thuc syt thich minh.

Toi nudt mdt céch khd khin, ndn nao boi sy bé bang, Lin dAu tién, t6i nhén ra Luke Brandon coi minh nhur thé ndo. Ngudi ta thiy minh nhur thé ndo.
Toi ding i mot ké thu hai, phai khong? Toi | mot ké khimg am thir gi ciing loan 1én va khién moi ngudi phai phi cudi. La mot ké khong biét ring SBG
va Ngan Hang Rutland da sat nhap. Mot ké khong ai c6 thé xem trong ca. Luke con khong thém ngai nging khi n6i héin va t6i da chon vali cho ban gai
hén, boi vi ti ¢6 i gi dau chir. Hin di t6i bita trua boi vi hin ching 6 viée gi khac dé lam— va rét ¢6 thé hén hy vong t6i s& m tro gi do mua wui,
clﬁng han déanh roi c4i dia, va rdi hiin s& dugc mbt trdn cudi trén duong vé vin phong.

“Xin 167" giong run run, t6i dimg day. “Toi khong c6 thoi gian dé an trra sau tat ca nhig chuyén nay.”

“Rebecca, dimg ngde thé!” Luke ndi. “Nao, t6i xin 16i vi da khong n6i gi vé ban gii t0i.” Han nhudn 1ong may 1én vé ché nhao, khién 6 chi mubn
choang han mot phat. “Nhung ching ta van c6 thé 1a ban, phai khong?”’

“khong” toi néi cuong quyét, nhn ra rang giong minh chic nich va mit minh van réo hoanh. “khong, khong thé duoc. Vi ban be thi phai tn trong nhau.
Nhung anh khong ton trong toi chiit nao, phai khong, Luke? Anh chi coi t6i Ia mdt tro dua. Mot thir v nghiia. A...” t61 nudt kho khan. “Ma 61 khong
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nhur thé.”

Va trude khi hén kip n6i gi khéc, t6i quay lung va voi v rdi khoi nha hang, nhoa di boi nurde niit thit vong,
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Bloomwood than mén,
Hay nghi xem...
Nhitng khéc biét ndo ma 1 khoan vay c4 nhn c6 thé dua dén cho cude sbng ciia ban?

Mot chiée xe moi, rit ¢6 thé. Mot cude dai tu nha cira. Mot chiée du thuyén cho nhitmg ngiy nghi cudi tuan. Hay don gian l sy thanh thén ctia tam tri,
khi biet rang moi hod don c6 thé dugc chi tra dé dang,

Ngan hang London cho vay trén moi myc dich - vy nén, dimg chén chir gi nita! Hay séng theo cach mi ban ximg dang,

Vi mdt khoan no dé dang qua dién thoai & Ngan hang London, ban thdm chi khong can phai dién vao bat ky mjt mau ding ky ndo. Chi can goi tong
dai 24h cua ching t6i s0 0100 45 46 47 48 va dé chung t6i lam phan con lai.

Hay nghixem..

Chuing t6i rat mong durgc nghe tin tir ban.

Tréan trong,

Sue Skeeper

Trudng phong Marketing

Ban dang doc truyén T Thu Cua Mot Tin Do Shopping dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 12

Chidu d6 vé t6i nha, t0i cam thiy mét ngoai va khd s6. Dot ngdt, mot cong viée ¢ ngAn hang hang A va dén Harrods cing Luke Brandon nhu thé da
qué xa x61. Cudc song thure dau phai la kron 16 quanh Knightsbridge trén taxi, hay 1 chon nhimg chice vali dang gia £1.000, phai khong? Bay moi la
cudc song thure. Trd vé voi mot can hd bé ti day mii ca ri, mdt chong thur cau kinh tir ngin hang, va chang biét phai lam gi voi chiing,

Toi tra chia vao 6, va md cira ra toi da nghe tiéng Suze thut thit, “Bex, 1 cau phai khong?””

“UT” 161 ni, ¢ ndi giong vui vé. “Cau & dau thé?”

“O day nay” ¢d Ay n6i, 16 ra tir canh cira phong t6i. Khuon it ¢6 4y hong hdo, va nhur cé mot tia sang phat ra tir d6i mét. “Doan xem! Té c6 mot bat
ngo cho cdu day!”

“Gi thé?” t6i dat chiée cip xudng. Noi thét B, t6i chang c6 tim trang ndo voi cdi bét ngd clia Suze ca. C6 theé | Suze lai kéo giwong tdi ra mot chd khéc,
hay cai gi twong tu. Ma tat ca nhiing gi toi muon bay gio chi la duoc ngdi xudng, uong mot tach tra, va mdt cai gi d6 an duoc. T6i da an gi luc trua dau.

“Vao xemdi. Khong, khong, trude hét phai nhim mit lai. TG s& dan cau di.”

“U” 61 mién cudng ndi. Toi nhiam mit ki va dé Suze kéo tay di. Ching toi bt dau di doc hanh lang, va tit nhién, khi t6i gin cira phong minh, t6i bét dau
cam thay ndn nao d€ phong, Toi van hay bi nhur the.

“Ta-daaa! Gio thi cAu md mat ra dugc roL.”

T6i md mét va stmg sot nhin quanh phong, tur hoi khong biét Suze da lim chuyén dién 16 gi ddy. ft nhét 1 khong phai son lai twong hay sd m6 vao rém
clra, va my tinh ctia t6i thi vin dang tat. viy co ay da am ci quéi gi nhi?

Va 1di t6i da thay ching, Trén giudng toi. Tung chdng timg chdng khung anh da gimg xong, Tat ca déu hoan hao, khong mot goc hung lay, mép vién
duoc dan chat dung cho. Téi khong the tin vao mat minh. Cho ndy it nhat phai...

“T6 da lam duge 100 cai”, Suze n6i tir sau krng ti. “Va t6 s& im phan con lai vao ngdy mai. Tuyét qué phai khong?”
Toi quay lai v ngd vire nhin Suze. “Cau... cdu da lam tit ca nhing cai nay.”

“Phai” 6 &y n6i ddy tw hao. “Dé kim. mdt khi da vao nhip ctia n. T¢ imné khi xem churong trinh Morning Coffee déy. Troi a, gid ma cu duge xem
Ho c6 mot cai giong nhu hdp thu truyen hinh, vé mdt anh chang mic d6 phu nit! Emma thi té ra hét strc thong cam, con Rory thi trong nhur thé anh ta
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“Doi da” t6i ndi, cb roi tam trf ra khoi cau chuyén do. “Doi da, Suze, t6 khong hiéu. Cai ddng ndy phéi im mét ca thé ki Ay chir!” Roi mét t6i ddy nghi
hoac lrét qua dong khung lan nita. “Lam.. lam thé quai ndo ma cdu...”

“Cha, c6 vé nhur cau khong am duroc nhidu ding khong?”” Suze néi. “Té chi nghii i minh ¢6 thé gitp cau chit it thoi.”
“Gitp dd chit 1 t61 yéu 6t nhic lai.

“T¢ s& lam phan con i vao ngily mai, va 10i s& goi nguoi nhan hang” Suze n6i. “CAu biét khong, ddy B mot hé thong rét hay. Cau khong can phai dem
gtri hay gi ¢4, ngudi ta s€ dén va mang ching di! Va r6i sau d6 ngudi ta giri cho cau séc. S€ duoc khoang £284. Tot qua, nhi?”

“Poi da.” Toi quay lai. ©y cau la sao, ho s€ gui cho t& mot tAm séc?” Suze nhin t6i nhur thé 61 i mdt con ngéc.
“Nay, Bex, day la nhitng cai khung anh ctia cau.”

“Nhung cau da am ching co ma! Suze, cau phéi nhén chd tién ay!”

“Nhung t6 m cho cdu co ma!” Suze n6i, va nhin t6i chim chim. “T¢ laim thé 1 dé cau co duoe 300 bang day.”

T6i kang 1& nhin ¢6 4y, cam thiy mot ndi budn ning trich noi ¢ hong, Suze da lam nhimg céi khung nay cho t6i. Cham cham, ti ngdi xudng girong, cam
mot chiec khung én, va dua tay luét doc duong vien. N6 thire sy hoan hao, dén mite ¢6 thé dem bay ban & Liberty.

“Suze, ddy 1 tién clia cau. khong phéi clia t6.” cudi cling toi ciing n6i duge. “Gio né 1a cong viée clia caun.”

“Cha, ddy I diém cau nhim An” Suze néi, va mdt cai nhin mén nguyén nd trén mit ¢d. “Té da c6 ké hoach riéng 1.

C6 4y ra cang giudng, tnnklemdumdongkhunganh, va 161 ra mot thir gi ddy. D6 1 mot céi khung anh, nhungkhonghe gidng ctia hiing Khung Pep.
N6 ¢6 khung da miu bac, mbt dong chir théu THIEN THAN miu hong dinh trén dinh, va nhiéu hat nho mau bac lip lanh & cac goc. D6 1 cai khung
tuyét nhit ma t6i timg thiy.

“Cau c6 thich n6 khong?” 6 4y hoi véi mot chit hdi hop.

“Cuc thich!” Toi ndi, vO Ky cai khung trong tay Suze nhin k§ cang hon. “Cau mua nd & dau vay?”

“Té ching mua & du ca” ¢o Ay noi. “Té Bmno ddy.”

“Gi c0?” 6i chdm chdm nhin Suze. “Cau... da hmn6?”

“U. Trong lic xem chirong trinh Neighbours. Budn cudi cuc ky, thit ddy. Beth da biét moi chuyén vé Joey va Skye.”

T6i hoan toan stmg sot. Sao bong nhién Suze lai qua tai tinh thé nhi?

“Cau thy thé nd0?” c6 dy hoi, cam iy cai khung va 1at qua Jat lai. “Liéu t6 ¢6 thé ban ching dugc khong nhi?””

C6 4y c6 thé ban dugc nhitng cai khung nay khong u?

“Suze” t6i n6i tht sy nghiém tiic. “Cau sép trd thanh mot triéu pht diy!”

Va chiing t6i ¢6 ca tdi cure ky vui vé, cting an kem nhur thudng 1€, mdi khi co gi thit hay hogc thét t€ xay ra véi mt trong 2 dira. Ching t6i vach ra sur
nghiép ctia Suze nhu mot nit doanh nhén thanh dat, va roi phat cudng khi quyet dinh xem ¢6 y nén mic d6 Channel hay Prada dé dién kien nit hoang.
Va r6i cude ban bac ket thic bang viée ching toi thir nhitng bd quan o xin nhat ctia nhau (Suze thire sy tuyét voi trong cai vay moi mua ¢ Hobbs cia
t01, tuyét hon t61 rat nhicu). Toi khi lén giwrong t6i da hoan toan quén han vé Luke Brandon, Ngin hang Helsinki, va ca phan con lai cia mot ngay kinh
hoang,

Sang hom sau, moi thir quay trd lai nhur trong mbt by phim kinh di. T6i thirc gidc trong mdt cam giac mét moi, run rAy, va tuyét vong nghi gia nhur minh
6 thé ommjt tran. t6i khong muon di lam. T6i chi muon ¢ nha trim chén 16ng ngdng, xem tivi, va trd thanh mdt doanh nhéan triéu phu cling Suze.

Nhung day 1 tudn ban nhét trong thang, va Philip s& chéing bao gior tin t6i bi dm

Vivay, bang cach ndo do, t6i da It duoc ra khoi girong, chui vao mot bo do 10i Ién taudién. Toi mua cho minh mot cbe cappuccino to tréng, mot
banh xdp nudng, va mdt sdcdla hanh nhan. Mic ké néu ti trd nén béo phi. Téi chi can dudng, cafein va sdcola, cang nhidu cang tot.

May ma cong viée qua ban, khong ai noi nhiéy, vay nén toi ching can ké gi vé ngaty nghi ctia minh. Clare dang 20 20 g d6 va mot dong gidy tO trén mit
ban cho t6i chinh Iy. Sauk khi kiém tra email - ching c6 c4i ndo — t6i chan nan in sau vao chiéc ghé, nhit td gidy dau tién Ién, i bat dau heét doc.

“Cac thi truong hiéu qua yéu cAu rii ro 16n phai dong hanh cing loi nhuan 16n. Nhitng nguoi quan Iy quy hiéu ring bang can ddi ké toan va dong luc thi
troong dicu khién kha ning thanh khoan ctia cac chirng khoan.”



Chuia oi, that nham chan.
“Do d6 cac chuyén gia ndy giam thiéu rii ro bing mdt cach ma nha dAu tur tim trung khong thé c. Véi cac nha dau tw ngin han...”

“Rebecca?”’ Toi nhin Ién thi thay Philip dang tién vé phia toi, cAm theo mdt méanh gidy. Trong ng ta ching ¢ vé gi la dang hai long, va trong mot khoanh
khéc kinh hoang, to1 nghi chiic ong ta da trao ddi véi Jill Foxton & William Green, da khdm pha moi chuyén, va dang chuén bi tong ¢b t6i. Nhung khi ong
ta t6i gin, toi thay d6 chi i mdt ban thong céo bao chi dé dan nao d6.

“Toi mudn c6 dén chd ndy thay toi” 6ng ta néi. “Vao thir 6. Dang nhé t6i phai di, nhung lai méc voi vu Merketing & day.”

0 t61 ndi voi vé vo cam, tay do Ay manh gidy. “Véng cai gi ddy a?”

“Hoi cho tai chinh ca nhin & Olympia” 6ng ta ndi. “Lic ndo ching ti ching phai kiém viéc nay.”

Ngap. Ngap, ngap va ngap...

“Barclays s& to chirc mt bita tiéc sim panh budi trua.” Ong ta thém vio.

“Véng duoc!” Téi néi himg thit hon mot chit. “CHa, dugc. Nghe ciing kha hay dy. CHinh xéc thi ng...?”

Toi liéc xudng t gidy, va tim t6i nhur ngimg dap khi nhin thy logo ctia héing Truyén thong Brandon trén dau trang gidy.

“PAy thure ra 1a mot hoi cho 16n dy” Philip ndi. “Tét ca cac finh vire tai chinh ¢4 nhan. Trao d6i, quan diém, su kién. Chi cin nim bt cai gi nghe thi vi
thoi. Toi giao nd cho cd day.”

“Vang” t6i ndi sau mot khoang king. “S& 6n thoi.”

Y 61 13, toi phai lim gi néu Luke Brandon ¢ d6? Toi s& chi phot o hén. Téi s& danh cho hin ngin Ay ton trong ma hén danh cho t6i. Con néu hin cd
ging n6i chuyén voi toi, toi s& curong quyét hit cim Ién troi, quay got bo di, va..

“Thé miy trang ndy dén du ri?” Philip hoi.

“Oi, t6t lin1” t6i n6i, tay nhic td dau tién lén. “S& xong s6m thor” Sép khé git dau mot cai rdi di luon, va toi bat dau doc tiép.
«_.Dbi v6i nha dau tur ngin han, cac rii ro gin lién vé6i chimg khoan c6 thé gay anh hudng 1on dén tiém ning cta loi nhuan.”
Chtia o, that nham chan. Toi thim chi khong thé bat minh tip trung dé hiéu y nghia miy tir nay.

“Do vdy, ngay cang nhiéu nha dau tur ¢ 9ng gin lién biéu hién ctia thi treong chimg khoén voi trinh d6 dam bao an toan cao. Mot hudng lya chon la
dau tur vao mdt quy dau tur chi s6, noi ndy bt cir lic ndo ciing tw dong ‘theo ddi” mdt00 cong ty tt nhét...”

HUm, phai roi. Diéu ndy dwa dén cho t6i mot y tudng. Toi voi ly cai dién thoai, quay s tnye tiép méi cia Elly & Wetherby.
“Eleanor Granger,” giong Elly cit Ién nghe hoi xa va vang. Chéc hin tai cai duong day chét tiét.

“Chao Elly, Becky day,” t6i noi. “Nghe ndy, chuyén quéi gi dang xay ra voi keo Tracker thé? Chiing c6 vé ngon im, dung khong? Ma t& chua dugc in
mot miéng ndo...”

Mot tiéng gi d6 lao xao trong dién thoai, va ti ha hdc mdm kinh ngac nhin c4i dng nghe. Bén kia, t0i chi nghe thay Elly noi. “Toi xin 16i, chi i mot...”
“Becky!” Elly suyt nhe qua dién thoai. “Té dang nghe bang loa ngoai, trudng phong bon t6 vira & day.”

“Chtia oi!” t6i kinh hai thét Ién. “Xin 16i nhé! Ong ta con & d6 khong?”

“Khong” Elly n6i, va thd dai. “Chiia moi biét gidr 6ng Ay nghf gi vé minh.”

“Oi cha” t6i n6i vdi giong an ti. “Ong ta chiic hin ciing c6 khiéu hai hude chir phai khong?”

Elly khong dap lai.

“Oi cha” t6i lap lai, t vitng vang hon. “Dii sao thi cau ciing ¢6 thdi gian di ubng mrdc hodc 3n trra chir?”

“Thye sy 1 khong” ¢6 dy néi. “XIn 6, Becky, t& phai di biy gio” va c6 4y cip miy.

Chaing con ai yéu quy 61 nita. DOt nhién t6i thiy minh nho bé va tii than, va gios thi t6i con Kin sdu hon vao chiéc ghé. Chuia o, t6i ghét hom nay. Toi ghét
moi thtr. To1 nuon vé nhaaad.



Ngay khi thir 6 dén, phéi ni ring toi da cam thay vui vé hon nhiéu. Pon gian 1 vi:
D6 1 thir 6.
T6i ¢6 ca mdt ngly ching phai dén vin phong

Hom qua Elly goi dé xin 16i vi da qua tho 1, chi boi ¢6 ai d6 khac da vao phong khi ching t6i ndi chuyén. Va ring 6 4y s& dén Hoi cho Tai chinh C4
nhan.

Hon nira:
To6i da hoan toan virt vu riic 16i v6i Luke Brandon ra khoi dau. Al thim quan tim t6i hdn co chir?

Thé 13 khi d3 chuén bi sin sang dé di, t6i cam tlny kha phin chdn va hiing hai. Téi miic mot chiéc 4o len ghi moi ra ngoai chiéc somi den ngin, di d6i bot
Hobbs rrm da 16n mau ghi ddm— va phai noi rang, trong 61 cure ky tuyét trong bo nay. Chiia oi, t6i mé quin 40 moi. Néu 4i dy ngiy ndo ciiing duoc
¢ quan 4o moi, ti tin chic phién mudn ching bao gio ton tai nira.

Khi t6i chuan bi di, c6 mdt chong thur durge giri tdi cho toi. Mot vai trong s d6 giong nhur céc t hoa don, con mdt 1 bure thu khac tir Ngan hing
Endwich. Nhung t6i d& c6 mot giai phap thong minh moi cho tit ca dong thur déng ghét ndy. Téi chi cin virt ching vio ngin kéo ban trang diém va dong
lai. DAy L cach duy nhit dé tranh phat khing v6i chuyén nay. Va thue sw da I nhu vay. Ngay khi dong sap ngin kéo rdi di thing ra cira chinh, t6i da
hoan toan quén sach vé ching,

Budi hop béo bit dau ngay khi t6i t6i noi. Toi ghi tén & quay I& tan va nhén duoc mdt ci ti lich sy, sang bong, to diing ¢6 in logo ctia HSBC. Bén trong
12 mot gbi 4n pham khong 16, kém voi mdt bire hinh toan bd ban t6 chirc hop béo dang ndng sam panh chiic tung, mjt tim bién lai cho 2 do udng tai
qudy ruou hing Sun Alliance mdt vé x0 sb ¢6 giai £1.000 (dau tw vao hang muc t6i da timg chon), mot thanh keo to ding ¢6 hinh quang c4o hing bao
hiém Eastgate, va tim bién d8 tén t6i voi chit NHA BAO trén dinh. Con c¢6 ca mdt phong bi tring v6i vé du tiéc sim panh ctia Barclays bén trong, va
61 cét k§ vao i xach ciia minh. Toi dinh chit bang tén that ndi bat trén ve 4o, i bat dau di loanh quanh khu hop.

Binh thurdng thi, tt nhién, quy tic i virt ngay cai bang tén ctia minh di. Nhung diém thi vi khi deo bang NHA BAO tai mbt s kién kiéu nay ki moi
ngudi déu nghiéng minh mdi moc ban du thir mién phi. Rét nhiéu trong s6 d6 1 nhitng td roi chéan ngiit cii mém vé ké hoach tiét kiém, nhung ciing c6 mot
vai mon qua mién phi, thdm chi ca bim bim nita. Sau khoang mot tiéng, t6i da thu thip dugc 2 cai bit mire, mjt con dao roc gidy, va mdt hop socola
Ferrero Rocher nho, mdt qua bong bay in hinh hang Save & Prosper, va mot chiéc 40 phdng c6 hinh hoat hoa phia trurée, duge mot cong ty dién thoai
di dong phét cho. Toi vira duoc udng 2 cbe cappuccino mién phi, mbt miu banh s6cola, mdt chit reou tao (cta hang Somerset Savings), mot goi keo
nho, va mdt ly gin tir héing Sun Alliance. (Tdi van chura ghi duoc chit ndo vao s tay, va ciing chura hoi duoc cau ndo — nhung chéng van dé gi ca.)

Toi vira thiy vai nguoi dang 6mkhur khur nhiing chiéc dong hd dé ban nho miu bac, va t6i khong quan tim, vy nén t6i di ngang qua thoi, ¢d tim xem
chiing & dau ra, thi co tiéng goi. “Becky!”

Toi nhin In — va d6 1 Elly! C6 4y dang dig tai quay trung bay Wetherby véi 2 nguoi dan ong niic vest, vay vay toi lai gin,

“Chao cau” t61 vui vé noi. “Khoé chir ha?”

“Van kho&” ¢6 4y tuoi cuoi. “Thét sy rat 6n.” Nhin c6 4y thi bleL i phai thira nhan thé. Elly hom nay méic mdt bo vest mau do tuoi (Hiéu Karen Millen,
chic han thé), di doi gidy mili vubng tuyét de;p, va budc toc dang sau. Thir duy nhat t6i khong thich 1 doi khuyén tai. Sao tw dung 6 4y lai deo khuyén
tai ngoc trai nhi? Co the chi 1a dé cho hop voi may thir kia.

“Chua oi, t6 khong thé ngd cau thye sur i mot trong s6 d6!” t6i néi, khe ha giong, “Té s& i ngudi tiép theo phong van cau!” t6i nghiéng dau ra vé
nghiém trang, giong nhu Martin Bashir trén chuong trinh Panorama. “C6 Granger, ¢6 c6 thé cho t6i biét muc dich va nguyén tac ctia quy dau tu
Wetherby?”

Elly cuoi khe kh&, rdi lyc tim trong c4i hop bén canh.

“T6 & dura cdu cai ndy” co Ay noi, va dura t6i mdt quyén thong tin.

“O, camon.” T6i ndi mia mai, rdi dit n6 vao tii xach. Toi doan cd Ay phai ra vé nghiém tic trude mét dong nghiép.

“Thyc sy la & Wetherby rét tuyét voi,” Elly tiép tuc cau chuyén. “Cau co biét bon t6 s& khai truong mot loat quy hoan toan moi vao thang sau khong?
C6 5 loai tit ca. ting truéng Anh quc, Tuong lai Anh qubc, Tang trrdng Chéu u, Tuong lai chdu A, va...”

Chinh xéc thi, tai sao ¢ Ay ni chuyén nay véi toi?
“Elly...”

“Va Tang truong Hoa Ky nita!” ¢ 4y két thic mot cach hoan hy. Khong c6 miy may hai hude ndo trong mit c6 dy. Dot nhién t6i nhé 161 Luke da ndi
rang han chang ngac nhién gi khi Elly dén Wetherby.

“Phai rd7” t6i n6i sau mot thoang im king, “Cha, nghe ¢ vé... qua tuyét.”



“Té ¢ thé sap xép dé mot nhan vién PR goi cho cau, néu cau mubn.” ¢ dy noi. “Dé dua cau thém thong tin.”
Gico?

“thoi” t61 n6i voi va. “Thoi. Thé 1 duoc rdi. Vay thi, a... sau ddy cau s& im gi? C6 mudn di udng cing minh khong?”
“Khong duoc rdi.” ¢ Ay n6i vé hdi Ibi. “Té phai di xem mot can ho.”

“Cau clluyén nha 4?” t6i ngac nhién hoi. Elly séngvtrong mot can ho tuyét nhét khu Camden, cting 2 gi nhac cong va ho moi ¢6 4y dén hang ddng budi
biu dién nhac cing d6 dn mién phi. To61 khong thé nghi 1a c6 ay muon chuyén di.

“Thye ra, t¢ dang tim mua nha,” ¢6 4y néi. “Té dang tim trong khu Streatham, Tooting... T& chi moi ¢6 thé dit budc chan dau tién 1én c4i bic thang bat
dong san thoi.”

“Phar” t6i n6i yéu 6t. “Céu nghi thé 1a phai ddy.”

“Céu phai ty lmra thoi, cau biét ddy, Becky” ¢ dy noi. “Cau khong thé ¢ ni trong mdt can ho sinh vién. Mot ic nao do, cude sdng dich thuc s& phai
bat dau!” Co ay hudt mit sang mdt trong nhitng nguroi dan dng méic vest dirmg bén canh, va anh ta cuoi khe.

N6 khong phai mt can ho sinh vién, ti nghi dAy cam phin. Va ching, ai dinh nghia dugc “cudc sdng dich thue” kia chir? Ai bao “cudc sdng dich thuc”
la nhitng nac thang bat dong san va nhitng cai khuyén tai ngoc trai di homkia chir? “Cudc song buon té nhat nh&o rac rudi” thi co.

“C4u s& dén tiéc sam panh ciia Barclays bay gio chir?” Toi noi nhur mdt sur vot vat cudi cling, van nghi han chiing t6i c6 thé t61 d6 va vui vé cling nhau
mét chut. Nhung c6 ay hoi nhan mat va lac dau.

“T6 c6 thé bien t6i do,” ¢d ay noi, “Nhung roi t& s€ mac ket & day.”
“OK” 61 ndi. “Um, G s&... t& s& gip cau saunhé.”

To1 roi khoi quay hang va cham chap di sang goc ¢6 tiéc sdm panh sip t6 chirc, cam thiy hoi chan nan. D khong mudn thé, mot phin trong t6i ciing bét
dAu ban khoan rang ¢6 khi Elly diing con t6i sai. C6 khi t6i cling nén noi chuyén vé nhitng ndc thang bat dong san va sy phat trién céc loai quy. Chua oi,
toi da rmt céi gen khién khi Ién 1én mua duoc mot can ho ¢ Streatham va bt dau thiam thi Homebase mdi cudi tuan. Moi ngudi, trir t6i, déu dang van
dong, tién vao mot thé giéi ma t6i khong hiéu ni.

Nhung khi t6i tién gan 61 161 vao khu tiéc sam panh, t6i lai thay tinh than phan chén hon. C6 tinh thin ndo lai khong phén chin khi nghi t6i sm panh
miém phi co chir? Tat ca duoc to chirc trong mdt cai trai khong 16, c6 mdt chiéc barner to ding, mdt ban nhac dang choi, mdt ¢ gai deo dai bang chéo
dimg & cira, dang ting khach nhimg moc chia khoa ctia Barclays. Khi nhin thiy bang tén ctia t6i, ¢d gai cudi todt miéng, dua t6i mot ' 201 qua mau tring
bong, va n6i “tm on doi t6i mot chit.” Rdi ¢b ta di vao mit nhom nhd ngudi dang dimg, tham thi voi mdt ngudi dan ong méc vest, 1o quay lai. “Co
ngudi s& dén gip ¢ ngay,” co ta noi. “Trong lic doi chd, dé t6i Ky cho ¢o mdt y sam panh.”

Ban da thiy y nhia ctia mjt NHA BAO thé néo chua? Bat ké t6i dau, ban ciing duroc hudng mot sy ddi dai dac biét. Toi nhan ly sim panh, ct g6i qua
vég tti xach, roi nhap mdt ngum. O, ngon qué! lanh budt, manh Vé‘déy bot. C6 I8 61 s& & dé}{ lau that 1w, t61 nghii, phai udng sam panh cho dén khi
chang con ly nao nira. Ho s& khong dam moi toi ra dau, t6i la NHA BAO ma. Thuec ra, co the, toi s€...

“Rebecca. Rt vui vi cd c6 thé dén day.”
T6i nhin Ién va thiy toan than dong cimg. Ngudi mic vest d6 la Luke Brandon. Luke Brandon dang dimg ngay trude mit toi, voi mit dang vé ma i

khong thé hiéu. Va dot nhién t6i t}ny khé &. Moi chuyén t6i vira 1én ké hoach dé thudng thirc ci mat lanh sang khoai s& khong con dugc nira - boi chi
vira nhin thiy mt hin, tit ca da tré v&, ti lai ndng bimg mdt cam gidc bé bang,

“Chao” t6i lim bam, nit nhin xudng dit. Sao ti lai con néi dwoc cau chio véi hin.
“T6i da rét mong c6 s& dén,” Han ndi voi mdt giong trdm trAm nghiém tic. “Toi da rét mudn...”
“Vang” t6i ciit ngang. “Cha, t6i... t6i khong ndi chuyén duoc, toi phai vao trong d6. Toi dén day vi cong viée, anh biét ddy.”

Toi cb gangn01 tht binh tinh, nhung giong VAN run run, va t6i cam thdy 2 mé do u ung 1én khi hin ctr cham chi nhin to1 Thé Ia toi quay lung ngay trrde
khi hiin ¢6 thé n6i gi thém, rdi di thing sang mé bén kia trai. Toi thit sy khong biét minh dang huéng vé dau, chi biét i phéi di dén khi tim duoc ai d6 dé

ndi chuyén.

Khén n01, 61 khong tim thiy nguoi quen ndo ca. O do toan nhirng hoi lim ngan hang dang cudi ho h6 voi nhau va ndi chuyén vé choi gon. Ho duong
nhu déu rat cao, vai rong, nén toi tham chi con khong thé cham miit mot ai. Chia oi, that xiu hd qua. Toi thay minh nhu dira bé 6 tudi lac vao bita tiéc
ctia nguoi 16n. O mit goc ti nhan ra Moira Channing & t¢ Daily Herald, va ¢6 ta ciing thoang nhan ra t6i — nhung tit nhién t6i s& khong bt chuyén voi
¢ ta. Thoi ndo, cir di tiép, t6i tir nhit. Gia vor nhur trén duong dén dau d6. Pimg hoang hét.

ROi t6i thiy Luke Brandon & mé trai bén kia. Hén quay ngoat lai khi nhin théy t6i, rdi bét du tién vé phia t0i. Chta o, nhanh lén. Nhanh lén, t0i phi tim
dugc ai day dé néi chuyén.



A phai, c4i doi dang dimg kia thi sao nhi? Ngudi dan ong cd trung nién, va ngudi phu nit ¢6 vé tré hon nhicu, ¢ 2 duong nhu déu khong mdy quing
giao & ddy. On Chia. DU ho 14 ai, ti cling s& hoi ho cam thiy Hoi chg tai chinh C4 nhin the nao, ho ¢6 thiy hiru ich gi khong, va gia vo nhur t6i dang ghi
chép cho mdt bai bao.. Va khi Luke Brandon tdi, t6i s& qua ban rdn voi viéc phdng van dé ban tdm téi han nira. Pugce roi, di thoi.

T6i ubng mdt ngum sam panh, bude t6i canh ngudi dan ong va cudi vui vé.

“Xin chao” t6i ndi. “Rebecca Bloomwood, tir tap chi Successful Saving.”

“Xin chao” dng ta ndi, quay lai phia t6i va dang rong tay. ‘Derek Smeath & ngdn hang Endwich. Va day 1a trg ly cta t6i, Erica.”

Oi Chia oi.

Toi khong ndi dugc gi. Toi khong bt tay ndi. Toi khong thé bo chay. Toan than cimg do.

“Chao ¢6!” Erica noi, va cuoi than thién véi t61. “Toi 1a Erica Parnell.”

“Véng” t6i ndi, sau mdt hoi dai im king, “Véng, chao.”

Lam on dirng c6 nhén ra tén t6i. Ping c6 nhén ra giong toi.

“C0 1a nha bao phai khong nhi?”’” C6 ta nhin vao bang tén t6i va cau may. “tén c6 nghe quen qua.”

“A, ving” t6i chdng ché. “Vang, c6 thé... c6 thé ¢o da doc mdt vai bai bao ciia toi.”

“T6i cling nghii vy,” ¢6 ta n6i, va hitng ho nhip mdt chit sam panh. “Chiing t6i ¢6 moi loai tap chi tai chinh trong vin phong, Khé I tt, mdt vai trong s6
dé.”

Dén dén mau bt dau hru thong lai trong co thé t6i. Moi thir rdi s& on, ti tw nhit. Ho ching biét gi dau.
“Cénh nha bdo cac c6 hin phai ranh moi thir Bim, t6i chéic vay,” Derek n6i, bo cude nd hyc bit tay toi va thay vao d6 1 nudt tmg we sim panh.

“Vang, ding 1a thé dy,” t0i dap lai, va liéu cudi mdt ci. “CHing toi phai hidu moi mit clia tai chinh ¢ nhan - tir ngan hing dén cong ty uy thic dau
dén cac hang bao hiém”

“T6i luén nghi” Erica parnell ndi. “Rang ho nén kim mdt cubn phim tai iu doi thurong v& mot ngan hang.” C6 ta nhin t6i day mong doi va toi git dau
hudng ung,

“y kién hay day!” t6i noi. “Téi nghi ring diéu d6 rat tuyét.”
“C6 phai biét mdt vai nhan vat ma ching t6i co co! Nhiing ngudi hoan toan khong ¢ khai niém gi vé tai chinh ctia ho. Phai khong Derek?”

“C6 s€ phai ;ﬁt kinh ngac.” Derek ndi. “V6 cung kinh ngac. Moi thir ho lam, chi d8 trénh céc khoan thanh toan céc khoan thiu chi ctia ho. Hay thdm chi
chi [ trao d6i voi chung t61.”

“That u?” t6i ndi nhur thé rit ngac nhién.
“C khong thé tuong tuong duoc dau!” Erica néi. “Doi khi t6i tw hoi...”

“Rebecca!” Mot giong nbi ap dén tir sau toi va toi quay lai trd méit khi nhin théy Philip, tay cim mdt ly sam panh dang twroi cudi véi toi. Ong ta lim cai
quai gl & day?

“Chao” 6ng ta Ién tiéng. “Bén marketing huy hop, nén toi nghi t6i nén ghé qua mot chit. Moi thir dén déu rdi?”

“Oi tuyét!” t6i n6i, va udng mdt ngum sam panh.

“Pay i Derek, va Erica... Pay 1 tong bién tp cuta toi, Philip Page.”

“Ngan hang Endwich ha?”” Philip n6i, nhin xudng bang tén ctia Smeath. “Thé chiic hdn anh biét martin Gollinger.”

“Chiing t6i khong im & tru s& chinh, that tiéc.” Derek ndi, va noi. “Toi b giam dbe chi nhanh Fulham.”

“Fulham!” Philip kéu lén. “Fulham sanh diéu.”

Dot nhién mot hoi chudng béo ddng vang kn trong tam trf t6i. Poong — doong — dOoong! Toi phéi lam gf 6. Phéi néi gi o, dé doi chu dé. Nhung qua
mudn 1oi. Gio t6i [a mot du khach dung & dinh nii, nhin con tau trurgt xuong thung King phia dudi.

“Rebecca song & Fulham ddy,” Philip tiép tuc. “C6 dung Ngan hang ndo ha Rebecca? C6 khi c6 lai 1 khéch hing ctia Derek dy chir!” rdi cudi 1on voi
tro dua tg minh dung Ién, va Derek cling lich sy cudi theo.



Nhung 61 khong thé cu(‘)i,. Toi cling do t6i tan got chan khi thiy t?ién chuyén trén khu6n miit Erica Pamell. Sy nhén ra dn dan hién r3. C6 ta bt gip
anh mat t6i, va toi cam thay c6 gi d6 lanh budt chay doc xwrong song,

“Rebecca Bloomwood” ¢ ta n6i voi mdt giong khéc hin. “Toi da nghi toi biét c4i tén ndy mi. C6 sdng & duong Burney phai khong, Rebecca?””
“That thong minh!” Philip n6i. “Sao ¢6 biét viy?” ong ta nbc thém mdt ngum sdm panh nira.

Imdi. Philip. Toi hoang hot nghi. Im ngay!

“Vay | dung c6?” giong c6 ta diu dang nhung sic ngot. Chia oi, gior thi Philip quay sang toi, doi cAu tra oi.

“Vang” giong t6i nghén nghen. t6i siét ly sam panh chat dén ndi t6i nghi t6i c6 thé bop vor nd mit.

“Derek, anh c6 nhén ra ai ddy khong?” Erica nha nhan. “Pay la Rebecca Bloomwood, mot khach hang cta ching ta. Toi nghi anh dé ndi chuyén voi co
ay hom trude.” Co ta nghiém giong. “Ngudi céd con cho vira chét ay?”

Im lang. T6i khong dam nhin vao niit Derek Smeath nita. Toi khong dam nhin vao cai gi ca ngoai trir canh ctra kia.

“Cha, qua I mot sy tring hop?”” Philip n6i. “C6 ai mudn thém sam panh khong?”

“Rebecca Bloonwood” Derek Smeath néi. Giong 6ng ta day khinh miét. “Khong thé tin dugc.”

“Vang!” t6i ni, khd s& nudt ngum sam panh cudi cling. “ha-ha-ha! Thé gi6i that bé nho. Cha, toi phéi di phong van vai nguoi khac 16i..”

“Poi da!” Erica noi, giong sac nhur dao. “Chung t6i cting da dinh hen gap c6 mit Iic, cd Rebecca. Phai khong nhi, Derek?”

“Puing 14 nhu vay,” Derek Smeath néi. Toi bét chot cam thy mdt con hoang so. nguoi dan 6ng nay khong con giéng mdt ong chi vui tinh dé throng N
nita. Ong ta gio nh mot co may dicu tra dang sg, chuyén phat hién nhirng 161 ndi doi. “Vay 1a” 6ng ta nghiém khic no6i thém, “xemra doi chin cta c6 van
con nguyén ven va c6 khong bi hanh ha béi con dau kinh khing nao nira?”’

“CHuyén gi vay?” Philip van vui vé.

“Phai, nhan tién, chin cd sao 1i?” Erica ngot ngao noi thém.

“On o7 t6i li nhi. “On cé 1di, cdmon.”

“Tét” Derek Smeath noi. “Véy chiing ta s& néi chuyén vao 9h30 sang thir 2 chir nhi?” Ong ta nhin sang Philip. “Anh khong phién dé Rebecca dén gip
chiing t6i mot lic vao sang thir 2 chi?”’

“Tét nhién 14 khong rd7” Philip noi.

“Va néu ¢6 Ay khong dén’” Derek Smeath néi. “Chiing ta s& biét phai tim c6 dy ¢ d4u, phai khong?”” Ong ta nhin t6i sic lem khién t6i cam thiy bung da
minh dang co it vi s¢ hai.

“Rebecca s& dén!” Philip n6i, va ting t6i mt nu curdi him hé, nang ly Ién, rdi budc sang chd khéc. Chiia oi, toi nghi trong hoang loan. Pung bo lai t6i
mdt minh véi bon ho.

“CHa, t6i s& mong doi gip c6 ddy” Derek Smeath ndi. Ong ta ngimg lai, rdi nhin xoay vao t6i. “Va néu toi nhé chinh xéc vé cude dién thoai hom trude
cua chiing ta, c0 s€ tdi voi mdt vai khoén nao ay nhi.”

Oi chét tiét. Toi ctr nghif ring 6ng ta da quén chuyén do.

“Dling vay” ti n6i sau mdt chit ngip ngimg, “Chéc chén rdi. Tién ciia bac t6i. Ong nhé thit tail Bac toi m6i ddy da dé lai cho 61 it tién” t6i giai thich voi
Erica Parnell.

Trong Erica ching ¢6 vé gi 13 4n twong,

“Tbt rd7” Derek Smeath n6i. “Véy t6i s& rit mong ¢d vao thir 2 ndy.”

“Vang,” t6i ndi, va thAm chi con mim cudi ddy tyr tin voi 6ng ta. “Toi ciing dang chd doi ngay do!”
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Nhur 14 thu ngaty 9 thang 3 ciia t6i da théng bao, Thé Bac Octagon ctia ¢6 van con mit khoan dur ng £235,76. Néu trong 7 ngy t6i c6 khong thanh
toan, tai khoan nay s& bi dong va nhitng bi¢n phap manh hon s€ duoc thue thi

Toi rat vui duge biét ring ¢6 da tim thay Chiia va nhan Jesus Christ im dng ciru rdi; Nhung that khong may, diéu nay ching lién quan gi t6i van dé ctia
chiing ta.
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Chuong 13

THAT TOI TE. Téi mudn ndi rang, ti khong phéi i ké hoang tudng, phéi khong? Thét qua toi té.

Khi ngdi tau dién v& nhd, 0 nhin chém chéim vao hinh phén chiéu clia minh — bé ngoai binh finh va thur tha. Nhung bén trong, tim tri t0i dnag nhn nhéo
nhu mdt con nhén ¢6 tim 10 thoat. Vong quanh, vong quanh, 16 lai vong quanh, bude chan vo dinh, khong 10t thoat... Thoi, dimg lai. Ding lai! Hay binh
tinh va thir timra gidi phap mdt lan nita.

Phuong an mdt: Téi cudc hen va noi sy that.

Toi khong thé. Toi khong thé t6i d6 vao sang thir hai va thi nhin r?ujg chéng hé 6 khoan £1.000 nao tir bac t6i va ciing s& ch:?iqg bao gio 6. Ho s& lam
gl voi t6i? Ho s& lam ring beng kén chir? Ho s€ bat t6i ngdi d6 va bat dau ra soat ttrmg khoan chi tiéu cua t6i va... Chua oi, t6i thay phat om khi nghi toi
dieu ay. Toi khong thé lam the. To6i khong thé téi d6. Het chuyén.

Phuong an Hai: T6i budi hen va noi dbi.

Viy thi, gi nhi, n6i v6i ho 1 £1.000 chic chén sép toi, va ngay lp tire s€ duoc chuyén vio tai khoan. Hirm Kha thi day. Vin dé & chd, toi khong nghi a
ho s€ tin toi. Vay Ién ho s€ lamto chuyén Ién, bat t6i ngdi day va gido huan mdt bai. Khong thé duoc.

Phurong 4n Ba: Khong t6i budi hen.

Nhung néu toi khong dén, Derek Smeath s& goi va n6i chuyén voi Philip. C6 thé tit ca s& bai 10, 16i 6ng ta s& phat hién ra ring toi thuc syru khong bi giy
chan, hay sot dich gi ca. Vay la sau day t6i s€ hét duong trd vé van phong. Toi s€ that nghi¢p. Cude doi toi s€ cham dut ¢ tudi hai lam nay.

Phurong 4n Bén: Bén cude hen voi tim séc £1.000.
Hoén hao. Thong thé di vao, dua tAm séc, va néi “Con gi nita khong nhi?”” rdi lai thong tha dira.
Nhung bang cach ndo i ¢6 duge tim sée £1.000 trude sang thir Hai? Cach nao?

Phurong 4n Nam: B6 trén.
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Cai nay nghe that syr tré con va nong ndi. Ching dang xem xét.

Toi bin khoéin s& di vé dau? C6 & 1a ra nudc ngoai. Las Vegas. Bing vy, va t6i ¢6 thé s& di vao cu tai mdt song bac ndo do. Mot triéu bang, khodng
thé. Tham chi nhi€u hon, c6 thé. Va sau do, tat nhién, t6i s& giri thur cho Derek Smeath, noi rang tdi s§ dong tai khoan boi sy thi¢u niém tin ctia 6ng ta véi
tO1.

Cha oi diing roi! Nhur thé ching phai rt tuyét hay sao? “Ong Smeath than mén, t6i hoi ngac nhién Vi 11 am chi gAn déy cia ong ring t6i khong di tién
dé thanh toan khoan thau chi. Nhu tim séc 1,2 triéu bang ndy cho thiy, t6i c6 ca mot tai san dur gia, sb tién nay 01 s& som chuyen cho mdt trong cac dbi

thii ctia ong. C6 thé hoc s& biét cach cur xir tn trong voi toi hon. T.B., Toi s& giri mdt ban sao birc thu nay cho cp trén clia ong.”

Toi thich y tuong nay cure ky, t6i nga ra sau va chim dim trong d6 mdt lic, stra di stra lai birc thu trong dau: “Ong Smeath than mén, nhu t6i da than
trong thong bda voi dng tir 1an ggip trude, t6i thue ra 1a mdt triéu phi. Gid nhu 6ng tin t61, moi sy c6 thé da khac.”

Chtia oi, 6ng ta hén s& héi tiéc, phai khong? Co thé ong ta con goi dién va xinloiox nita. C6 sdng ¢b chét giir t6i lai va nhic di nhic lai ring 6ng ta khong
h€ c6 y xtic pham t6i. Nhung ic day thi d& qua muon. A ha! Ha ha ha...

Oi thoi chét! Nh bén rdi.
Khi t6i vé dén nha, Suze dang ngi trén san, xung quanh bao nhiéu i tap chi
“Chao cau!” ¢b Ay hao himg n6i. “Doén xem gi nao? Té sdp én Vogue day!”

“Gi c0?” Toi ching méy tin twdng, “Cau dugc chdp ly trén phd hay thé ndo?”” Suze ¢6 than hinh tuyét dep. C6 dy c6 thé dé dang thinh ngudi méu,
nhung ma day la... Vogue!

“Khong phéi t6, ngbe a!”co dy dap. “Khung anh ctia t& co.”
“Khung anh ctia cAu duoc én Vogue?”” Gidr thi t6i thét sur khong tin ndi nira.

“Trén s thang Sau nhé! T& duoc 1én goc “Hay Thur giéin: Nhitng nguoi thiét ké mang niém vui téi tim hdn.” Tuyét qué, phéai khong? Chi co diéu 13, t6
mdi lam duoc hai cdi, gio thi phdi lam thém mét it néu moi ngudi mudn nua.”

“Bing ddy,” t6i n6i, c6 ging hiéu duoc tht ca chuyén ndy. “ Thé... imsao ma Vogue biét dé viét bai vé cau? C6 phii ho... nghe dugc ¢ dau khong?” Y
t61 13, Suze moi chi bat tay vao lamnhiing céi khung anh cd bon ngay thoi!

“Khong, ngde a!” Suze cudi Ion. “T6 goi cho Lally. Cu gip Lally chura nhi?” Toi Fic dau.

“1:%, chi dy dang bién tap cho myc thoi trang cho Vogue, 10i chi y n6i chuyén véi Perdy, ngudi phu trach ndi dung, va Perdy goi lai cho t6 - va khi to ké
ve nhitng chiéc khung, chi ay nhu phat cuong lén.”

“Trdi dAt,” t6i ndi. “Cau am tdt Bm.”

“Chi 4y con bao td phai tra 1 phong vén thé nio nita co.” Suze thém vao, i dang hing ra vé quan trong. “Toi mudn tao khong gian cho moi ngudi tan
huong, chir khong chi chiém ngudng. Luén ¢ mot phan tho tré trong moi chiing ta. Cude doi qua ngan nghi d€ loai di nhitng vat dung bé nhd.”

“Oi troi,” t6i ndi “Tuyét qua!”

“Khoan, doi da, connita co.” Suze cau miy tur hr. “Véang, nhitng thiét ké ctia t6i duoc khoi himg tir tinh thin tudng twong ciia Gaudi. TG phai goi cho
Charlie ngay,” ¢ ay vui vé thém vao. “Té chac anh ay dang lam gi d6 ¢ Tatler.”

“Tuyét qua,” toi lap lai.
Ma dung 14 tuyét that.
Toi thét sy vui mirng cho Suze. Tét nhién rdi. Néu Suze duogc n Vogue, t6i s& 13 ngudi thiy tir ho nhét trén thé gian ndy.

Nhung ngay e &y ¢6 mdt phan trong ti bét du suy nghi. Sao moi thir déu théit d& dang véi c6 &y? Toi cé k trong cude doi, Suze chura bao gidr phai
d6i mit véi mit gi quan Iy ngén hang dang ghét. Va toi cling ca 1a ¢6 4y s& chang bao gio phai thé.

Ngay Bp tirc toi thdy ong day ti I0i. Sao tdi lai khong mimg cho Suze ma chiing nghi gi hon thé? Chén nan, ti niim bep xudng san nha va bt dau it
gié mdt cuon tap chi.

“A mg,” Suze 6, ngude Ién tir miy dién thoai. “Tarquin moi goi cach diy mdt gicy dé sdp diit cude hen hom t6i ciia bon cu.” C6 Ay cudi ranh méinh.
“Cau dang mong cho 1am phai khong?”’

“0,” t6i ndi ngu ngo. “Tat nhién r61.”

No6i the 12 t6i d& quén béng mét dy. Nhung s& 6n thdi — toi chi can doi dén chiéu mai va ndi toi bi dau chu ky. D& ot. Khong ai lai thic mic chuyén d6



ca, dac biét I3 dan 6ng,

“Tbt 161, Suze 161, trd tay vao to Harper’s and Queen dang md trén san “Va nhin xem t& vira va phai ai trong danh sach mot trim ké doc than gidu cé
nhat kia! O chao céu, Charlie,” c6 ay ndi vao dién thoai. “Suze n¢! Nghe nay...”

T6i nhin xudng t& Harper’s and Queen va cimg ngudi. Luke Brandon dang trimg trimg nhin t6i tir mit béo, v6i mot nu cudi thoai méi trén mit hiin,

S8 31. 32 tudi. Tai san wde lrong: 10 tri€u bang, Doanh nhan thong minh déc biét. Séng tai Chelsea; hién dang hen ho véi Sacha de Bonneville, con gai
ty pht ngudi Phap.

Toi ching mudn biét chuyén nay. Tai sao t6i phéi quan tim Luke Brandon dang hen ho véi ai? Khong mot chit ban tim

Sacha, Sacha, voi cia vali triéu bang ctia ¢ &, v6i than hinh tuyét my va ca mdt tit dy d6 Prada. €6 & s& ¢6 bd mong tay chau chudt, phai khong? Tat
nhién r6i. Va téc thi khong bao gio cau thd. Va cai giong Phap that sy khéu goi, cap chan dai kho ta...

Du sao, t6i cling cléng ban tdm Tho bao, t6i It lai trang trudc va xem $6 17, ngudindy c6 vé hay ho hon nhiéu.

Dave Kington,28 tudi. Tai san wée hrong; 20 triéu bang. Cyu tién dao Manchester Untied, hién i chuyén gia nganh quan 1y va doanh nhan nganh trang
phuc thé thao. Song tai Hertfordshire; vira chia tay ban gai, nguoi mau Cherisse.

Va du gl thi Luke Brandon ciiing té ngiit. Moi ngudi déu n6i thé. Tt ca diéu hén biét 1 cong viée.C6 thé, hin bi 4m anh boi tién.

S6 16, Emest Flight. 52 tudi. Tai san wdc hrong: 22 triéu bang. Chi tich kiém c6 dong chinh ctia Tap doan Thyre pham Flight. Song tai Nottinghamshire,
wira ly di vo thir ba, Susan.

Tmthamchwmgchangthayhandep trai. Qué cao. Ma c6 khi hin chiing bao gior di tap thé hinh hay gi ca. Qua ban. C6 khi dudi 16p quén 4o, hén thuc
raratgomguoc

S6 15, Tarquin Cleath-Stuart. 26 tudi. Tai san udc lwong: 25 triéu bang, Chi dat thira ké ctia gia dinh tir ndm 19 tudi. Rut ré. Song tai Perthshire va
London véi ba va gia; hién dang doc than.

Dui g, a0 ¢6 kiéu dan ong mua vali im qua co chir. Y t6i 1, mot céi vali, vi Chiia, héin d2 x6i tung ca Harrods Ién dé chon. Hain c6 thé mua cho c6 &
mot ci day chuyen, hay quan 4o gi d6. Hodc han cd thé... Han co thé...

Doi mot chit, cai gi thé nay?
Cai gi thé nay?
Khong. Khong thé thé... Chic chéin khong thé...

Va dot ngdt, t6i khong tho ndi. Toi khong nhiic nhich duge. Toan bd tam tri tdi tap trung vao birc anh md mo trude niit. Tarquin Cleath-Stuart? Tarquin
— anh ho Suze u? Tarquin?

Tarquin... ¢... Hai nham... triéu...bang?

Toi nghi t6i phai lat trang khéc, nhung t6i tham chi khong thé roi tay khoi trang bao d6. Toi chim chim nhin c4i nguoi doc than gidu cd thir nurdi lim &
Anh quoc — va t6i biet anh ta.

Khong chi biét anh ta, t6i con s& an tdi voi anh ta t6i nai.
OL CHUA. OL

Minh s& try thénh triéu pht. Mot dai tri¢u phit. Minh da biét ma. Sao minh khong biét chix? Minh d biét mé. Tarquin s& yéu minh va s& cau hon minh, rdi
hai dira s€ lam dam curi tai mdt 1au dai Scotland tuyét dep y nhur trong phim Bon Bam Cudi (chi khac 1a khong ai chét ca)

Tét nhién, minh s& yéu anh dy. Ri s& thé.

Minh biét | minh chura thye sy bianh a 4y 16 cudn... nhung tht ca chi a van aéy chi, phai khong? Minh ca la héu hét cac cap bén virg lAu nam deu phai
cb ging trong mdi quan hé Ay. Y chi, va khat L vong két doi nita. Hai thir Ay t61 déu c6 ca. BAn biét gi khong? Toi thir sw bat dau thich anh 4y rdi. Um,
khong hén 1 thich... nhung chi nghi dén anh 4y t6i da thay vo cting himg thi, diéu ndy phai c6 y nghia gi chir, ding khong?

Diéu d6 s& dén. Toi s& tro thanh ba Tarquin Cleath-Stuart v6i 25 triéu bang,

Va Derek Smeath s€ phai néi gi khi d6? Ha!

Haaa!

“Céu mudn uéng tra khong?”” Suze ndi khi dap dién thoai. “Charlie that dé thuong. Cau éy ndi 1a s€ gibi thiéu t& 1én nuc Tai Nang Tré Anh Quéc.”



“Tuyét,” t6i lo dang ndi, rdi hing giong. “T6... & thiy tén Tarquin & day.”
Toi phai kiém tra lai. Toi phai kiém tra xem c6 phéai mdt Tarquin Cleath-Stuart nao khéc. Xin Chua, lim on cho con hen ho véi mot ngudi giu co.

“Atr,” Suze n6i mdt cach ty nhién. “Anh 4y lubn c6 tén trén méy cai thir nay.” C6 Ay nhin kr6t qua méy trnag béo va gat dau. “Chia oi, ho phong dai
moi chuyén. Hia nham triu bang!”

Tim t6i nglrng dap.

“Vay khong phai anh 4y c6 hai nham triéu bang 42" Téi thot 1én dy bét can.

“0, khong dau!” C6 4y cudi Ion nhur thé chuyén do thét 16 bich. “Chd dat Ay chi dang.. & ma, t6 cing khong 13, khoang muroi tam triéu.”
Mudi tim triéu bang. Cha, ra 1 thé. Thé ciiing tuyét voi.

“Dimg I béo chil” Toi n6i, dwa mit ddy thong cam.

“Tra ba tu6c?” Suze dimg day. “Hay loai thuong?”

“Tra ba tude.” Toi ndi vay, mic dii van khaois tra Typhoo hon. Béi vi gior toi nén bt dAu to ra sang trong, dimg khong nhi, t6i sdp trd thanh ban gai ciia
nguoi tn la Tarquin Cleath-Stuart.

Rebecca Cleath-Stuart.
Becky Cleath-Stuart.

Xin chao, Rebecca Cleath-Stuart ddy. Vang, phu nhén ctia Tarquin. Ching t6i da gip nhau 6... Ding vy, hom Ay t6i méc db ctia Chanel. Chi thong
minh qua!

“A ma,” t61 thém vao, “Tarquin ¢ n6i t& s€ gip anh ay ¢ dau khong?”
“A, anh ay s€ dén don cau,” Suze noi.

Nhung tt nhién anh 4y s& am thé roi. Ngudi doc than giau thir mudi lim Anh qudc c,lﬁc héin s& khong hen ban ¢ ga tau dién ngim, diing khong? Anh dy
s€ chang bao gid ndi “Gap em dudi chiéc dong hd 16n & Waterloo nhé.” Anh ay s€ dén va don ban.

O, thé d4y. Thé d4y! Quén ngay Luke Brandon, quén ngay céi vali. Cudc song mdi ciia t6i cudi cling d bat dau.

Toi chura bao gios danh nhicu thoi gian dén thé dé chuan bj cho mot budi hen ho. Chua bao gio. Chién dich bét dau lic tam gitr séng thir Bay khi toi nhin
vao i quan 4o va phat hién minh khong c6 mot thir gi dé méc — va chiket thic vao bay rudi toi hom do khi t6i chuot mi thém Iin nira, xit nuée hao
Coco Chanel va budc ra phong khach dé Suze nhan xét.

“Cha!” C6 dy ndi, ngudc lén tir mot chiée khung anh dang duoc nhdi bong nén. “Cau trong... tuyét kinh khing!”

Va t6i phia ndi ring, t6i dong y. Toi mic ca mdt bo dd méu den — nhung 1 miu den sang trong, Kiéu mau den sau thdm, mém mai mi ban phai dong
tinh. Mot chi€c vay sat nach don gian ctia Whistles, doi gidy tuyét nhat cta Jimmy Choos, mit doi khuén tai thach anh tim th long lanh. Va dimg ban
khoan nhitng thir ndy ton kém bao nhiéu, boi vi nd 1a khoan hop Iy ma. Pay 1a nuwa sam dé dau tu. Khoan dau tu 16n nhat doi toi.

T6i chura an gi sudt ca ngiy nén gios toi rat nhe nhang, thon tha, va méi toc van vao nép rit tuyét. Toi thy... cha, minh chura bao gios tuyét dén thé.

Nhung tit nhién, bé ngoai chi ld mdt phén thoi, phai khong? Py L ky do tai sao t6i khon ngoan r& vao Waterstones trén dudng vé nih va mua mdt cuén
sach vé¢ Wagner. T6i da doc sudt chi€u nay, trong lic doi son mong khd, va thim chi da nhé duge mdt vai doan ngan dé thém that vao cudc néi chuyén.

Toi ching chic Tarquin c6 thé s& n6i cia gi khéc, ngoai trir vé Wagrer. Thoi, chimg 4 4y hén da du dé ching t6i ¢6 thé n6i chuyén. Véi lai, t61 hy vong anh
4y s& dinh dua t61 dén noi nao d6 that quyén rii v6i mdt ban nhac jazz, rdi ching toi s& qua say trong diéu nhay mé ké mé ma khong cin n6i chuyén.

Chudng cira reo va ti chudn bj bt dau day rdi. Toi phéi thir nhén réing, tim t0i dang tinh thich o Eing, Nhung ciing chinh e ny i t0i cam thy thoai
mii la thuong, Pung Ia the. Tur day bat dau cudc doi dai triéu phil moi cua t6i. Luke Brandon, ching I3 cai quai gi ca.

“Pé t& mo cho,” Suze n6i, mim curdi voi t6i, rdi thoat ra sanh. Mot thoang sau da nghe thiy tiéng c6 dy, “Tarkie!”
B&Suze!”
Toi liéc minh trong gwong, hit mdt hoi dai, va quay ra cira, ngay khi Tarquin xuat hién. Mt anh ta van xwong xdu nhu moi khi. Va anh ta miic mot bo

kh;ic trong s6 nhirng bo vest ky quac cia mmh Nhung d;l‘l sao, gio thi nhitng cai do phflng hé hin gi nita. Thc ra, t6i thit sy ching ban long anh ta trong
thé nao nita. Chi nhin cham cham, cham cham, khong thot 1én 161, khong dinh hinh ndi y nghi nao ngoai trir: hai muroi lam tri¢u bang,



Hai muoi lim triéu bang,

Y ngi y khién moi ngudi cam thAy thodi méi va phén khoi, nhur di cho phién viy. Dot nhién t0i mudn chay quanh phong, ho hét “Hai lim trigu! Hai lim
tri€u!” va tung tién Ién troi nhur trong mot bo phim hai Hollywood.

Nhung t6i khong lam thé. Tét nhién i khong, Toi n6i, “Chao, Tarquin,” rdi ting anh mdt nu curdi quyén ri.
“Chao, Becky,” anh ta noi. “Trong em tuyét qua.”
“Cam on anh,” ti ndi, rdi e then nhin xuéng chiée Vay.

““Anh 6 mudn & lai lam mot titchy da khong?” Suze n6i v6i vé mit vui suéng, nhur thé ¢6 Ay B me t0i va ddy B dém da vii ciia truong trung hoe con toi
thi dang hen ho véi anh chang ndi nhat truong,

“Um... thoi, anh nghii | bon anh di biy gior luon,  Tarquin néi khi giip 4nh mét toi. “Em nghi sao, Becky?”
“T4t nhién rdi a,” t6i néi. “Minh di thoi anh.”
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Chuong 14

Mot chiéc taxi d6 ngay bén dudng, Tarquin dan t6i vao trong, N6 thit 1 t6i hoi thit vong vi d6 khong phai la mdt chiéc limousine ¢6 tai xé riéng —
nhung khong sao. Thé nay tot im rdi. Puoc lao vun vitt trén taxi cing mot trong nhitng anh chang doc thin sang gia nhit Anh qudc toi... t6i dau nhi?
Savoy u? Hay Claridges? Khiéu vii & Annabel’s? Tarquin van chura tiét 16 ching t6i s& di dau.

Chtia o, héin s& & mdt trong nhitng noi tuyét nhéit, noi ma tat ca moi thir déu lung linh dudi méii vom béing bac, hang triéu thir dao, dia, va nhitng anh boi
ban mat vénh nguoc, chi doi dé dugc goi phuc vu.

“Anh nghi minh s& c6 mdt bita tdi yén finh thi vi,” Tarquin quay ra nhin toi.

“Hay qua™ ti noi. “Mot bita ti yén tinh thi vi. Tuyét.”

On Chua. Vay rét ¢ thé nghia 1 ching t6i s& khong dén voi nhimg méi vom bing bac, ma dang dén mot noi xinh xén bi mat ching méy ai hay biét ca.
Mot cau lac b riéng nho nh6 nao d6 ma ban phai g5 vao mdt canh cira v danh & dang sau pho, nhung khi bude vao thi thiy chat cimg nhitng ngdi sao
ngdi trén sofa, cur xir hét nhur ngwdi binh thrdng. Bing rdi! Va c6 khi Tarquin quen hét tit ca.

Tét nhién 1 Tarquin quen biét tit ca bon ho chir. Anh dy [ nha dai triéu phi co n?

Toi nhin qua cira xe théty minh dang hrdt qua Harrods. Trong mot phit gidy ndo do, toi théy long minh quéin dau khi nhé lai an cudi t0i ¢ ddy. Céi vali
chét tiét. Luke Brandon cheét tiét. Hur. Thire ra, t6i chi mong gip han dang di bg trén duong ngay bay gio, d€ t6i 1o 16 lo' han di, sau mdt cai vay tay cia
nguoi-cing-di- voi-quy-ong-ddc-than-giau- thir-murdi- lam- Anh-quoc.

“Pén 161 dot ngdt Tarquin ndi voi nguoi 1 xe. “Anh cho chiing t6i xubng day, ngay bic cira ndy.” Poan cudi toe toét voi toi.

“Tuyét qua” toi ndi, va mo cura.

Ngay ¢ béc cira cta noi ndo? Toi bude ra ngoai va nhin quanh, ban khoan khong hiéu minh dang & cai noi quy quai nao. Chiing t6i dang ¢ Hyde park
Corner. C6 cai gi & Hyde Park Corner nhi? T6i cham chim quay lai, va thodng thiy tam bién — va tur nhién t61 hi€u chuyén gi dang dien ra. CHiing t61
dang t6i nha hang Lanesborough!

Cha. Méi dang cip lim sao! Bia ti & Lanesborough. Nhung tit nhién rdi. C6 noi ndo khac cho budi hen ho dau tién co chir?

“A” Tarquin n6i, hién ran gay canh toi. “Anh nghi i chiing minh s& an mdt chit gi d6 va rdi... xemnio.”

“hay dAy a” va r0i ching t6i bt dau di bo.

Tuyét! Bita t6i & Lanesborough va rdi dén mdt cau lac bd quyén rii ndo do. Tét ca nghe hop Iy mdt cach diéu ky.

Ching t6i di thing qua 16i vao Lanesborough, nhung t6i khong thiy phién ha gi. Ai ching biét khach VIP luon di 16i sau dé tranh canh sin anh. Thuce ra

thi t6i van chura thiy bong tay siin anh ndo, nhung rt c6 thé d6 d trd thanh mdt thoi quen roi. Ching t6i & né voi vao mdt con hémnao d6 phia sau, di
ngang qua nhiing gian bép ma nhitng dau bép trudng gia vo nhur khong nhin thay gi hét, va rdi xuat hién ngay & phong an. That qua tuyét voi.
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“Anh chic em timg dén ddy rof” Tarquin néi giong hbi 161, “Khong phai I hra chon hoan héo B’

“Dumg ngde thé anh!” t6i n6i, khi ching t6i dimng budc rdi di théng vao canh cira kinh. “Em thue sy rét mé...”

Guomda, ching t6i & dau thé nay? Pay khong phai 1 161 sau ctia noi ndo ca. Day ...

Quén pizza trong cong vién.

Tarquin dura t6i dén Pizza Express. Toi khong thé tin ndi. Nguoi dan ong gidu thir mot5 ca mude lai dua t6i dén cai quén Pizza Express do hoi ndy.
«_.pizza” t6i két thic cau ndi mdt cach yéu ot. “Thich m i

“Vay tot qua!” Tarquin n6i. “Anh nghi héin ching minh khéng mubn dén noi ndo hao nhoang qua.”

“Oi khong” Toi ¢b 16i ra mot vé mit thuyét phuc nhat c6 thé. “Em ghét nhimg noi hao nhoang, Cling nhau & mdt quan pizza yén tinh thi vi s& tuyét hon
nhiéu”

“Po ciing 1 diéu anh da nghi” Tarquin n6i, va quay lai nhin toi. “Nhung gity anh théy minh 6 qua. Em n méic qua dep...” Anh ta ngung lai dy nghi ngai,
trén tran nhin b d6 cta 61 (Bing nhu anh nghi day. Toi ching ném ca gia tai qua ctra s6 ¢ Whistles d€ roi dén Pizza Express dau.) “Y anh 13, néu em
muon, ching minh s&€ dén mdt noi sang trong hon. Lanesborough & ngay goc 1€ kia kia...”

Tarquin dwa méit do hoi, va chit nita t6i da n6i “Oi, ding roi ddy, di thoil” rdi dot nhién, nhur mdt nh séng loa miit loé Ién, t6i nhan ra van dé. Pay & mot
bai thir, ding khong? Giong nhur truyén ¢0 tich chon mot trong 3 chiec hdp. Moi ngudi déu bict ludt. Ban khong bao gior dugc chon hop mau vang bong
nhoang, Hay ca cai hop bac déy’én tuong kia. Cai ban pha1 chon lai chinh I3 cai hdp bé ti xau xi bang chi kia, va r61i mdt anh sang loé Ién, n6 bong bicn
thanh mot nti kim cuong, Vay day. Tarquin dang thr t6i, d€ xem t6i co thich anh ta bdi chinh ban than anh ta khong,

Diéu ndy, noi that 13, t6i cam thy bi xi nhuc Eim. Y t6i 13, anh ta nghii t6i 1 ai co chir?

“Khong, chimg minh cir & lai day.” Toi ndi, va cham nhe vao tay anh ta. “Thoai méi hon nhidu. va ciing... thi vi hon nhiéu.

Khi anh boi dua chiing t6i cudn thyre don, t0i wét qua danh sach, nhung thit ra t6i da biét minh thich cai gi roi. D6 B mon m in néo qua Pizza Express
t61 cling phai chén — Fiorentina. Loai ¢é cdi mamx6i va mdt qua tramg, Toi biet, nghe cd vé ki quic, nhung that long ma noi, rat ngon.

“Quy khéich c6 ding rurgu khai vi khong a?” Cau boi ban hoi, va toi sugt thot ra cau thuong ndi “O, ching ta iy mdt chai ruou chir nhi,” thi bong nh6 ra,
quy tha ma bat, minh dang an t6i voi mdt dai triéu phi. Minh t6t nhat 1a chi goi mdt ly gin va mdt ly tonic thoi.

“Mot ly gin&tonic,” t6i ndi chéic chin, roi nhin sang Tarquin, e so anh ta hiéu thiu y nghil ctia t6i. Nhung Tarquin twoi cudi néi “Hay B em mudn ubng
sam panh?”

“Of” t6i thot Ién, va gan nhur chim ngim.

“Anh van nghi pizza va sam panh B mdt sy két hop tuyét vor” Tarquin n6i, va nhin anh bdi ban. “Cho mdt chai moet.”

Cha, bat dau gidng rdi day. Thé nay moi ding chir. Sdm panh va pizza. Tarquin thi thire sw rét binh dan.

Sam panh dugc dua ra, ching t6i nang cdc va nhap vai ngum. Toi bit dau tan huong. RO ti phét hién ra ban tay xuong xiu ctia Tarquin chim chim lan
theo mép ban vé phia tay toi. Nhu mdt phan xa tur nhién — hoan toan vo thirc — t6i dua tay ra xa, gia vo nhur gii tai. Mot thoang thét vong ludt qua mt
Tarquin va ti ho héing mdt céch gia tao va bdi rdi, mét nhin quanh quan Ién birc tranh trén trdng bén trai toi.

Minh ¢ thé lim duwoc ma, t6i curong quyét tir déin Iong, Minh c6 thé quyén rii anh ta. Chi 13 vin d& vé tur chii va rét c6 thé udng thit say. Vay 14 t6i ning
ly va udng ludn vai ngum Ion. Toi ¢6 thé cam nhan bot ruou dang Ién trong dAu, han hoan ca hat “Minh sap thanh phu nhan dai triéu phi! Minh sép thanh
phu nhén dai triéu phi!” Va khi t6i ngude 1én nhin Tarquin, anh ta trong da ¢6 vé dang yéu hon mbt ti (Bing kiéu ctia mdt ké khing khiu). Ruou hin &
chia khod cho hanh phtic hén nhén cta ching 61!

Tam tri t6i dAy &p nhitng vién canh twoi dep vé ngly cudi. La t6i trong bo vay thiét ké 1ong Ry, 1 bd me ngdi rang twr hdo. Khong con mot ric rdi tién
bac ndo nita. Khong con. Ngudi dan ong gidu thir 15 Anh qude. Mot ngdi nha & Belgravia. Quy ba Tarquin CleathStuart. Chi trdng trong thoi toi da
phat ém vi mong doi.

T6i nG mdt ny cudi &m p nhat ¢6 thé véi Tarquin, anh ta ngp ngimg - roi mim cuoi lai véi toi. Phi. Toi van chura pha hong gi ca. Van rat tt ddy. Gio
chiing t6i chi con phai khdm pha ra rang tdm hon chiing t6i chira toan nhitng diém chung thoi.

“Em thich...” t61 noi.
“Emco...”

Ching ti n6i ciing mot Iic.



“Em xin 167" t6i n6i. “ANh n6i trude di.”
“Khong, emndi truede di,” Tarquin dap.

“0” t6i ni. “Cha... Em chi dinh nhéc lai réing em rét thich birc tranh anh ting Suze.” Chéing hai gi néu khen ngoi s6 thich ctia anh ta lan nira. “Em rét thich
lodi ngua” toi thém vao de tang trong luong.

“Hom nao ching minh cling cudi ngwa nhé”” Tarquin ndi. “Anh biét co mdt noi rt dep gan Hyde Park. Tuy khong bang ¢ nong thon. Tét nhién...”
“Mot y kién tuyét vor” toi noi. “hén s& rat thi vi”

Khér}g mot ai,yc’ri bét ky céch ndo c6 thé ndo bit dugc 01 tréo lén mdt con ngyra. Ngay ca ¢ Hyde Park. Nhung s¢ n thoi, minh et viée 18n ké hoach,
va dén hom day chi can bao minh bi treo chan hay thé nao day 1a xong,

“Em ¢ thich ché khong?”” Tarquin héi.
“Emmé ching Fini” t6i n6i ddy ty tin.

Cau nay thi ciing I sur thét. T6i khong thirc su thich c6 mdt con chd — qué nhidu phién ha va 16ng thi virong vai khép noi. Nhung t6i thich nhin nhiing con
Labradors chay bang qua cong vién. Va nhitng chil ctin con nita chir. Sur that i & chd do.

Ching t6i roi vao syr im ling, va 16i t6i nhip thém mdt vai hop sam panh.

“Anh ¢6 thich churong trinh EastEnders khong?” cubi cling toi hoi. “Hay anh thich... thich chwrong trinh Coronation Street?”
“Anh chura timg xem ca mAy churong trinh d6” Tarquin ndi giong hdi 1Bi. “Anh chéc ching déu hay im.”

“Um. ciing 6n Bm” t6i ndi. “Doi lic rt hay, nhung thinh thoang thi ciing...” T6i 4p ting mdt chut, i mim cudi voi anh ta. “Anh biét ddy.”
“CHéc chén rof” Tarquin kéu Ién, nhur thé t6i vira n6i cai gi hay hom Bm

Lai mit khoang king thinh ky cuc nira. C6 vé hoi khé khén rdi day.

“Cé nhiéu cira hang thi vi quanh noi anh song bén Scotland khong?” Cudi ciing t6i lai noi. Tarquin hoi dai mt ra.

“Anh ciing khong biét nira. Ching bao gior anh dén miy noi d6 néu khong bat budc.”

“O vy 27 t6i n6i, ndc mdt ngum sam panh to tudng, “O, em... em ciing ghét mua sam Khong thé chiu dugc chuyén mua sim”
“Thét ha?” Tarquin ni ddy vé ngac nhién. “Anh cir nghi tit ca con gai déu mé mua sim”

“Khong phéi em!” t6i néi. “Em thi lai thich... chay xe doc nhitng canh dong. Vi mdt doi ché chay theo sau.”

“Nghe tuyét qua!” Tarquin n6i, va mim cudi voi toi. “Hom nao minh s& kim nhu thé nhé”

Thé I 6n hon nira rdi! Chung s6 thich. CHia sé dam mg.

U thi danh ring, ¢6 & toi da khong hoan toan trung thuc, ¢6 1§ déy khong chinh xéc I toi thich thé ngay lic nay. Nhung ¢6 thé m chir. C6 thé ma. Toi
c6 thé d& dang tro nén thich chd va ngura, néu toi phéi nhur thé.

“Va cé... ca nghe nhac Wagner nita, tat nhién roi” ti dot ngot thém vao.
“Em thit sy thich Wagner ha?” Tarquin hoi. “Khong phéi moi ngudi déu thich dau.”

“Emthz‘intuqng Wagner” t6i nhén manh. “Do 1a nha soan nhac wa thich ctia em.” OK,, nhanh Ién - cudn séch n6i gi nhi? “Em yéu nhitng...0... nhitng cung
béc giai diéu rung dong hoa am trong ban Prelude.”

“Ban Prelude nio em?” Giong Tarquin ddy hao himg,

Khén khjép. C6 nhiéu hon mdt ban Prelude ha? Toi ndc thém mdt ngum sam panh nira dé cau gio, vt 6c ¢b khoi lai mot chit gi khéc trong cudn séch.
Nhung tat ca nhitng gi t6i nhd duoc chi 4 “Richard Wagner sinh ra tai Leipzig,”
“Tét c4 cac ban Prelude” cubi ciing toi ciing phai bt ra. “Em nghi tit ca déu thit... tuyét.”

“Pring r61” Tarquin nodi, ¢6 vé hoi chit ngac nhién.

Oi lay Chua. Piéu d6 chinh xac ddy chir, phai khong nhi? Doi chit dé. D6i chi dé thoi.



May niin thay, dung lic do, anh boi ban dua mén banh mi toi dén, thé 1 ching t6i ¢6 thé bo qua chit ¢&& Wagner. Va Tarquin goi thém sdm panh. Du
sao, t0i nghi ching t6i s€ can dén.

Diéu ndy nghia k, khi mdi &n hét nira céi Fiorentina, t0i d& udng hét gin mot chai sam panh va ti... trm, chinh xéic thi, t0i say thét ri. Mgt toi ngira ran,
hai nit nd dgm dom, va chura bao gio diéu b(f)’tay chin khua khoang dén thé. Nhung méic ké. Thye ra, say cling tot — vi dicu d6 co6 nghia t6i rat di dom
vui turoi va song dong, va lai con khong phai tiép tuc goi chuyén mot minh. Tarquin cling da say, nhung khong dén mirc nhur t61. Anh ta cang lic cang im
lang ddy vé trAm tur. VA ctr nhin t6i dam dam.

Khi t6i két thic miéng pizza cudi cling va nga ra sau thur gian, anh ta Eing I8 nhin toi mdt i, roi dua tay vao i iy ra mot chiéc hop nho nho.

“Pay” anh ta ndi. “Céi ndy cho em”

Toi phai thira nhan, trong mdt khoanh khic tréi tim ngimg dap, t6i da nghii Py roi! Anh ta dang cu hon!

Nhung tat nhién, anh ta chiing cau hon d4u, phai khong? ANh ta chi ting minh mdt mén qua nho nhé thoi.

Minh biét na.

Toimo goi qua ra, thiy co mot chiéc hop da, trong d6 1 mot cai trdm cai 4o bang vang nho nhd hinh con ngya. Rét nhiéu chi tiét xinh xn, cham khic
dep mat. Mot vién da nho mau xanh ngoc (ngoe bich ching) lam mit ngya.

That sy khong phai loai toi thich.
“Dep qua” t6i thd kho khan. “That IA... 1ong Ry.”
“N6 dé throng Fim, phai khong?” Tarquin néi. “ANh nghi em s& thich n6.”

“Emm@ Bim.”” Toi nim vao long ban tay va nguée Ién nhin anh ta, ling liéng vai gidy voi doi mét ks mo. Chiia oi. Chia oi, t0i say roi. Toi nghi t0i dang
chim trong men rurou. “Anh thit chu dao qua.” Téi lam bam.

Thémnira, ti thye sw cha bao gio ding trdm cai do. Y t6i 14, ban s& dat ching vao dau nhi? Dam vio ngay giira mdt cai 4o dep d& u? Cir thir Bmdi.
R&i thi chiing s€ d€ lai nhiing 16 thing to tudng khap noi.

“N6 chiic s& rat dep trén 40 em” Tarquin néi sau mdt hdi ngdp ngimg — va dot nhién t6i hiéu ra anh ta dang doi toi cai no.

Aaaa! N6 s& pha hong chiéc vay Whistles tuyét voi ctia toi mét! Va lai, ai ma mudn con ngyra phi bing bang trén ngue co chir?

“Em phai cai chir nh” t6i n6i, va mo [y. Ron rén, t6i xuyén moc qua op vai rdi cai lai, p tirc nhin ra nd kéo xé chiéc vy mit ca dang,

“Trong tuyét qua” Tarquin ndi khi bét gip ci nhin ctia toi. “Nhung ma... lic ndo trong em ciing tuyét ca.”

M6t ludng so hiii xet qua nguoi 1 khi thdy anh ta ngi ngudi ra trude. Anh ta lai dinh ¢b ndm tay toi chang‘7 Va rét ¢6 thé i hon nita. T01 lwdt qua doi
moi cuia Tarquin - nirt né va hoi amuot 1Am toi bat giac rung minh. Ol Chua o, t6i thire sy chua san sang cho chuyén nay. Y t6i 13, tét nhién toi rt
mu6n hon Tarquin, tat nhién toi co nudn. Thét su, toi thiy anh ta quyén rii im na. Chi ... t6i nghi ti can thém chit sam panh trude da.

“Céi khan em quang hémno Ay ma” Tarquin néi. “N6 tuyét Eim, anh ngim em quang n6, va anh da nghi...”

Gid thi t6i thiy ban tay anh ta lai tién v& phia minh.

“CHiéc khin Danny and George!” Toi vui vé xen vio, truée khi anh ta ¢6 thé ni gi khac. “A vang, 6 rat d& thurong phéi khong? N6 1a ciia bac em,
nhung bac mat roi. That sy, chuyén d6 buon lam.”

Chi can ctr tiép tuc ndi, toi tw nhit. Cr tiép tuc n6i that 16 rang va khua khoang that nhidu.

“Nhung dii sau, bac ciing da dé lai cho em chiéc khan’ t6i voi vang tiép tuc. “VAy nén lic ndo em ciing nhé t6i bac nhur thé ddy. Bac Ermintrude toi
nghiép.”

“Anh that su [y lam tiéc.” Tarquin ndi, trong rut r& hon hin. “ANh da khong biét gi ca.”

“Khong dau. A... nhitng ky trc vé bac luon séng mi clng nhig didu tdt dep béc dé lai” i n6i, va kb mim cudi voi Tarquin. “Béc | mdt ngwoi phy
nit rat tot bung. Rat... thich lam tir thién.”

“Cé quy ndo mang tén bac khong em?” Tarquin néi. “Khi chi anh mét...”

“C6 chir!” t6i tyr tin ndi. “CHéc chin rdi. 6 ... ... Quy Ermintrude Bloomwood cho... cho nhac cong violon” t6i n6i nhanh khi thoang thiy tim ap
phich ctia mt d&m hoa nhac. “Nhac cdng violon & Mozambique. P9 1a viéc thién ctia bac em.”

“Nhac cong violon & Mozambique?” Tarquin nhic lai.



“O, ding thé!” T6i nghe thiy minh nhanh nhau dap. “C6 qué it nhac cong cb dién & d6. Ma van hod thi phat trién khong ngimg, bét ké hoan canh vat
chit thé ndo.”

Toi khong thé tin ndi minh lai tudn ra dugc ca trang nhur thé. Toi e dé liéc sang Tarquin - thit khong thé tin dwoc, anh ta tréng thire s thi vi
“Vay chinh xac thi, quy d6 c6 muc dich gi vy em?”” Tarquin hoi.

Minh dang dira minh dén cai khi gi6 gi thé nay?

“Quy... quy mbi nAm dao tao 6 gido vien day violon,” toi dap sau mit lic ngdp ngimg, “Tét nhién, ho can dugc dao tao dac biét, va ca nhitng cay violon
dac biét nira. Nhung két qua cling rat dang anh a. Ho dong thoi s&€ day moi ngudi cach lam violon, vay 1a tu cung tu cap dugc va chang phai phy thude
vao phuong tay nita.”

“Thét u?” may Tarquin nhiu lai. Ching nhé t6i n6i cai gi v nghia im sao?

“Ma thoi.” Toi cudi khé. “Thé i dii vé em va gia dinh em 1di. Dao nay anh ¢6 xem dugc by phimnao hay khong?”’

On d4y. Ching t6i s& ni vé phim anh, roi hoa don s& dén, va rdi..

“Doi mdt chit.” Tarquin chén lai. “N6i anh nghe - dur an Ay tién trién thé nao r6i?”

“0” t6i n6i. “A... kha tt. C6 I thé. Gan ddy em khong theo ddi déu im. Anh biét ddy, nhing viéc nay thuong”

“ANh thye sy mudn déng gop mdt cai gi d6” anh ta cit ngang toi.

Gico?

ANh ta mubn gi co?

“Em c6 biét anh phai giri séc dén ai khong?”” anh ta ndi, tho tay vao tii 40 khoac. “Quy Bloomwood, phai khong nhi?””

Va trong khi t6i nhin chim chém, d& ngudi vi kinh ngac, anh ta it ra mt tap séc Coutts.

Mot tap séc Coutts xanh xam.

Nguoi dan ong giau thir 15 ca nude.

“Em... em khong chic nita” t6i thiy minh n6i, nhu thé tir mot ¢ xa xdm “Em khong chiic chinh xéc phai viét thé nao?”

“Cha, vy thi anh s¢ viét nd cho em, dugc chir?” AN ta ndi. “Va em & chuyén giip anh.” Rdi arh ta dirt khoat viét udn vao séc.

Tra cho Rebecca Bloomwood.

Khodn tién .

Nam..

Nam tram bang. CHéc han thé. AN ta khong thé chi cho c6 nam...

Nghin bang,

T.AJ. Cleath-Stuart.

Toi khong thé tin vao mét minh. Nam nghin bang, trén mot tim séc, giri t6i toi.

Nizm nghin bang, thudc vé& bac Ermintrude va nhitng ngudi day violon & Mozambique.

Néuho 6 ton tai.

“Pay eni” Tarquin ndi, va dura t6i tim séc — va nhur thé trong mdt gidc mo, t6i dura tay voi Ky.

Tra cho Rebecca Bloomwood khodn tién 1 nim nghin bang,

Toi doc lai nhitng chir & 4y that chAm— va cam thiy mot dot song ctru rdi manh neg, khién t6i rmon trao nude mét. Khodn tién nim nghin bang, Nhleu hon

ca khoan thiu chi va hod don VISA ciia t6i gdp lai. TAm séc nay c6 thé giai quyét duoc moi ric rdi ciia minh, phai khong? No s& g1a1 quyét moi ric roi
ctia minh chi trong mot hrot. VA, chinh xAc thi, minh khong phéi i nhac cong & Mozambique — nhung Tarquin s& chéng bao gior biét duoc diém khéac biét

4y, dtng khong?



Va chéing, £5,000 voi mot dai trigu phit nhwr Tarquin I c4i gi? Anh ta rt c6 thé con chéng quan tim xem t0i ¢6 chuyén khodn ndy hay khong dy chir.
£5.000 nho nhat, trong khi anh ta ¢ dén 25 tri§u co ma! Néu dem so sanh véi tai san ctia anh ta thi... cha, that nuc cudi, phai khdng? N6 chi dang 50
xu voi nguroi binh thuong, Tai sao minh phai chan chir?

“Rebecca?”

Tarquin dang cham chim nhin t6i — va toi nhinra ring tay minh van con cach tam séc mot khoang. Nao, lay di, toi curong quyét ty nhu. N 1a cia minh,
Jdy tim séc va cit ngay vao tii. Vi mot no lyc hao hing, t6i vuron tay daira, sdn sang nam chit Ay tm séc. Toi da toi gan... gan hon... gan hon nira..
nhitng ngdn tay ctia t6i da run ban Ién vi cb ging...

Thé 1a khong t6t, t6i khong thé. Toi khong thé 1am thé. Toi khong thé Ky sb tién nay.

“Em khong thé nhin n6” t6i ludng cudng n6i. Toi rut tay lai va thiy minh nong bimg én. “Y em ... em khong thit chilc quy d6 c6 nhan tién khong,”
“A phai” Tarquin ndi, mdt thodng ngan ngai.

“Em s& bao anh nguoi c6 thé giri séc dén khi em biét thém thdng tin” t6i ndi, rdi ubng mdt ngum sam panh 16n. “ANh nén xé né di.”

ANh ta chim chap x¢ tAm séc. Ma t0i khong thé nhin nbi. T6i nhin chim Ch?lm vao ly sam panh, cam gidc nhur mudn khoe. Namnghin bang. N6 da co
the thay doi cuge doi minh. N6 ¢6 thé gidi quyet moi rac roi. Minh da c6 thé ngay Iap tire viet séc cho Suze, cho VISA, cho Octagon.. cho tat ca. Va
101 minh s€ dua tam séc do cho Derek Smeath xem vao sang thir 2. C6 thé minh ciing chua xoa dugc het sach khoan thau chi dau, nhung minh s€ c6
mét sy khoi dau. Mot khoi dau tot dep khing khiep.

Tarquin v6i iy hop quet trén ban, chdm d6t mau gidy trong gat tan, va chiing toi cing nhin n6 chéy dan dan. Roi anh ta dit hop quet xudng, mim cudi véi
t6i, va noi. “Em dgi anh mdt phit nhé.”

Anh ta dimg dy r(A)’i dira phia sau quan an, con t6i lai udng thém ngum sam panh nira. Roi a0 du Ién tay, th¢ dai. Thoi nao, t0inghi, can dam 1én nao.
Bict du minh s& thang s0 s0 £5.000 hay gi day.Bict dau may tinh ctia Derek Smeath bao 10i va ong dy s& dimg moi khoan no ctia minh lai cho mot khoi
dau méi. Biét dau ¢ nguoi hoan toan xa la nao day s€ thanh toan hoa don VISA cho minh do nham lan.

Ma ciing c6 khi Tarquin s€ quay lai héi cudi minh.

Toi vira mo mit thi d6i mt da bi to mo cudn vé phia tap séc Coutts ma Tarquin deé quén trén ban. D6 1a tp séc ctia ngrdi dan ong giau thir mot5 ca
nu6e. Cha. Toi tw hoi c6 gi bén trong d6? C6 khianh ta viét nhitng tim séc khong 16 thurdng xuyén 4y chir nhi? C6 khi mbi ngay anh ta con tiéu nhiéu
tién hon ca nam ctia minh ciing nén.

Trong con boc dong, t6i 161 tap séc lai gin r6i lat ra. Toi ching biét 6 minh dang tim gi nita - thue su thi, t6i chi hy vong tim thiy khoan ndo d4y that
khdng 16. Nhung cudng dau tién ghi mdi £30. Thét chan! Toi 1t tiép va thdy mdt cudng £520. Tra cho Arundel & Son, ho 1 ai co chir? RSi, thém trang
nita, c6 mdt cudng £7.515 cho American Express. Cha, ci nay nghe dugc dy. Nhung ma, thue ra, dy chéng phai a cai dang doc nhét trén doi. N6 1
tap séc ctia mot ai d6. Tinh cd né co thé 1 ciia toi.

Toi gip lai rdi day n vé chd cii va ngudc lén. Ngay khi Ay, tim t6i ngimg dap. Tarquin dang tran trédn nhin toi.

ANh ta dang dimg & quay bar, dugc anh bdi ban chi din ra phia bén hong quén &n. Nhung anh ta khong hé nhin anh bdi ban. Anh ta dang nhin toi. Khi
mit cham nhau, long t6i ddo 1on. Oi, khon khiep.

Khon khiép. Chinh xac thi anh ta da thiy cai gi?

Mau le t6i 1t tay ra khoi tap séc va nhap mdt ngum sam panh. Rdi t6i ngurde 1én gia v nhur 1in ddu cham méit anh ta. T6i né mdt ny cudi rang 13, va sau
mot gidy ngdp ngiing, anh ta mim cudi dap lai. Roi anh ta mat hut lan nita va t6i lai twa lung ra ghe, ¢0 to vé thoai méi.

Thoi ndo, dimg hoang hdt, t6i twr bao minh. Chi can cur xir thét tyr nhién. C6 thé anh ta ching nhin thiy minh. Va thdm chi néu ¢ — thi xemtap séc cua
anh ta cling dau phai t0i ning nhét trén doi, ding khong? Néu anh ta ¢6 hoi minh da lim gi, minh s& ndi | minh chi... kiém tra xem dién phiéu c6 ding
khong, Minh s& tra i thé néu anh ta nhéic dén.

Nhung anh ta khong am vay. ANh ta quay lai ban, king 1§ ¢t tip séc vao tdi 40, va néi nha nhin: “Em in xong chura?”

“Rdi a.” t0i noi. “Em xong rdi, cam on anh.”

Toi ¢b ndi voi giong tur nhién nhét ¢6 thé - nhung t6i nhén thiy giong minh day t6i 161, va 2 mé néng ran.

“T6t 167" anh ta noi. “Anh da thanh toén... ching ta di thoi nhi.”

Thé déy Thé 1a két thic budi hen. Vi vé lich sy khong ché i, Tarquin dua t6ira ctra quan, bat mot chiée taxi va tra tién quing duong vé Fulham cho

tai xe. Toi khong dam hoi anh ta xemanh ta ¢6 mubn v cuing hay di iuong gl d6 khong. Mot udng lanh budt xurong song am t6i ching thdt dwoc 101 ndo.
R&i ching t6i hon 1n mé nhau va anh ta n6i anh ta da c6 mot budi tdi vui vé, con t6i cam on anh ta v& mot khoang thoi gian thi vi.



Trén taxi sudt quing dudng vé Fulham véi da day nhay tung tung, t6i cir thic méc méi khong hiéu chinh x4c anh ta da thay cai gl

Toi chao tam bigt béc tai xé rdi tim chia khod nh. Toi nghi minh & V&, x0i nurdc nong v ngdi yén trong bon, binh tinh xem xét lai chinh xéc thi nhing gi
da xay ra ¢ d6. Tarquin c6 thye sy nhin thay minh xem tap séc ctia anh ta khong nhi? C6 khi anh ta chi thdy minh day lai quyen séc voi thi do giip do
thoi. Cling c6 khi anh ta chang nhin thay gi ca.

Nhung rdi sao bongnhlenanhta lai cuong quyét ma nha nhin thé? Chic lnnanhtadathayglrog Vanghlngodleugldo Rdi anh ta dé y thiy minh d6
miét va khong dam nhin thing. Chiia oi, sao ic no tréng minh ciing day t6i 16i thé nhi? Minh thim chi d4 chang am gi. Minh chi hoi to md mot chit thoi.

C6 & 0 phai mau chéng ndi diéu gi d6 — pha trd dia vé vu ndy chéing han. Bién n6 thanh mdt chuyén vui vé v budn cuoi. Nhung céi kicu dia ndo moi
hop vdi viée gio tap séc riéng cuia ngudi khac ra xem co chir? Chua oi, minh qua ngu ngde. Sao minh lai m6 vao thir quai quy day co chir? Minh chi can
ngoi mdt cho, im lang nham nhap sdm panh thoi ma.

Nhung ma tréi lai thi... anh ta da dé quén n6 trén ban dy chir? Anh ta ciiing thiy n6 khong c6 gi 1 bi mét ca. Va minh ciing ching biét 12 anh ta co thiy
minh xemné hay khong co ma? Cé & minh chi hoang turong thoi.

Khi tra chia vio 6, t6i thure sur thiy phan chdn hon chit it. U'thi, gio Tarquin diing i khong than thién that — nhung ¢ thé anh ta thay mét hay sao do.
Hodc co thé chi 13 anh ta khong mbnmmhplni voi vang thoi. Minh s& lam gi nhi, 4, sang mai, giri cho anh ta mdt tAm thiép xinh xén, dé cam on lan nira,
10i uém i anh ta ciing di nghe Wagper. Y kién tuyét voi! Va minh s& doc thémmot chit vé cac ban Prelude, dé nhd anh ta c6 hoi minh lan nita, minh s&
biét chinh xac phai ndi c4i gi. CHuan! Va moi chuyén s& on ca thoi. Minh chéng can phai lo Eing gi dau.

Toi xoay ndm cira, cdi 40 khodc — va gidt ban minh. Suze dang doi ti trong phong sanh. C6 4y ngdi trén bac cau thang, doi tdi — va mt thi ddy vé trach
moc.

“Oi Bex a” ¢6 4y noi, va lac lc dau. “Minh vira n6i chuyén vi anh Tarquin.”

“A 07 toi dép, ¢b giit giong tur nhién — nhung ciing biét ring minh dang phat am mot cach run rdy so hai. Toi quay lai, treo 40 khoéc, chim cham théo
khan dé cau gio. Chinh x4c thi anh ta da noi gi voi cd emho chir?

“Té khong chic c6 quyén gi dé hoi ciu tai sa0?” ¢ Ay noi sau mdt hdi ngap ngimg.
“Cha” t6i 4p ting, cam giac nhu mudn dm. Chia o, t6i phéi am modt diéu thude mdi duoc.

“T¢r khong d6 16i cho cau, hay gi ca. T6 chi nghii cu nén...” C6 dy lic dau thé dai. “Chéing nhé cau khong thé tir chdi anh dy nhe nhang hon duge sao?
Nghe anh ay budn lam. Toi nghi€p, anh ay thuc su thich cau, cau biet ma.”

Cai nay nghe ching c6 nghia gi ca. Tir chdi anh ta nhe nhang hon 1 sao chi?
“Chinh x4c B...” t6i liém d6i mdi dang khd ran. “CHinh xAc thi anh Ay ndi gi?””

“Troi, anh Ay chi goi va n6i voi minh ring cau di dé quén 6 thor” Suze ndi. “Hinh nhu ¢6 anh bdi ndo d6 da cAm ho. Nhung rdi tit nhién minh hoi anh 4y
cudc hen thé no...”

“Va... va anh 4y n6i gi?”
“Cha” Suze nhin vai. “Anh Ay n6i 1 2 nguoi da c6 budi toi rit tuyét — nhung cau ¢b vé t 13 ra ring cu ching mudn gip anh Ay nira.”
“(A)i.”

Toi ng thup xubng san nha, cam thiy yéu 6t kinh khing. Vay ddy. Tarquin da thdy minh Jt xem tip séc ciia anh ta. Minh da hoan toan pha hong co hoi
v6i anh ta 1.

Nhung anh ta ciing khong hé n6i voi Suze chuyén minh da lim. Anh ta bao vé minh. Gia vo nhur ddy 1 quyét dinh ctia minh khéng mudn tiép tuc nita.
ANh ta qua [a mdt nguoi lich thigp.

Thuee sy thi— anh ta da rét fich thiép trong cé budi t6i, ding khong? Anh ta that tir té v6i minh, va quyén rfi, va nhéi nhéin nira. VA tit ca nhitng gi minh
lam, trong suot budi hen, 1A ndi doi anh ta.

Dot nhién t6i mudn khoc.

“T6 chi nghi thé thi that dang tiéc” Suze noi. “Y t& 1, 6 biét cau c6 quyén quyét dinh, nhung mj, anh & 4y qua that B mdt chang trai ngot ngio. Va anha ay
da theo dudi cau bao lau nay roi! Hai nguoi ¢6 thé thanh mot d6i hoan hdo ma.” C6 Ay nhin t6i khan khoan. “C6 khi ndo ciu s& di choi cing anh dy nita
khong?”

“T6.... t& thuc sy khong nghi thé” t6i tré nai dap. “Suze... t& hoi mét. TG nghi i t& phai di ngi.”

R&i t6i dirg ddy, chdm chdm qua hanh lang di v& phong, khong dam nhin c6 4y.
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Chwong 15

Toi chura bao gioy cam thiy t0i t& dén thé khi tinh gidc vao sang hom sau. Chira bao gio.

Cam gidc dAu tién 01 cam nhan duoc | dau dén. Nhing tiéng nd ach tach dau dén khi t6i 6 i Fic dau, khi toi cd md mit, khi t0i 6 tra i vai dieu
cén ban nhu: Minh Ia ai? Homnay 13 thir may? Minh bay gio dang ¢ dau?

Trong mjt luc t61 nim im bat dong, hon héng ¢ sirc nhdn ra minh van séng, That sy thi, it ti dang din do phimg phirng va hoi tho bat dau don dap,
vy 1 t6i c6 &p minh phai binh tinh va thé that déu. Hit vao... thd ra, hit vao... thd ra. Va rdi chic chin moi thir s& trd lai binh thuong, t6i s& cam thiy dor
hon. Hit vao... tho ra, hit vao... thd ra.

Con gi nita nhi? Bia t5i. Minh d4 di an tiém ti qua. Hit vao... tho ra, hit vao... thd ra

Pizza. Minh an pizza. Va minh da di véi ai? Hit vao... thd ra, hit vao...

Tarquin.

Tho ra.

Oi lay Chtia. Tarquin.

Lat qua cudn séc, tan tanh hét moi thir. tt ca 1 13 cta minh.

Mot con song tuyét vong quen thude nhén chim t6i, thé 14 t6i nham mét lai, ¢ tran an c4i dau dang hbi i hop cang thang, Ngay lic 4y, t6i nho ra ring dém
qua, khi vé phong, t61 16i ra nira chai Whisky mach nha ma hang Scotland Prudential co JAn da tang, van con trén ban trang diém. T6i md ndp - méc du
61 khong hé thich wishky — va udng... cha, chiic chéin 1 ciing khoang vai chén. Chinh vi cai ndy ma sang nay t6i cam thiy mét nhir ddy.

Cham cham t6i ¢d ngdi ddy va nghe ngong tiéng Suze, Nhung t6i khong nghe thiy gi ca. Can ho tréng khong, Chi minh ti thoi.

T61 voi nhitng suy nghi ctia minh.

Noi thit I, t6i khong thé chiu duoc diéu nay. Pau thi dang thim thup con nguoi thi yéu 6t run run — nhung t0i phii et dong dé im phan tan suy nghil. Toi
s€ ra ngoai, uong mot tich ca phé ¢ dau do yén tinh va co lay lai hon via.

Toi ra khoi girong, ko déo t6i céi ti, rdi nhin chéim chéim vao minh trong gwong. Toi khong thich nhitng gi t6i thiy. Da xanh e, mdi kho ran, va toc dinh
bét vao da thanh tirng tim. Va t¢ nhat Ia nhiing gi tir 461 mxit: trong rong, chan ghét ban than dén khon kho. Pém qua minh da ¢ duoc mdt co hdi — mdt
mieng ngon khong trdng trén dia bac. Minh da virt n6 vao sot rac — va con lam ton thirong mdt nguoi tht su ngot ngao, nhi nhan. Chua oi, minh la mjt
ké tham hai. Minh chéng dang song nita.

T6i hurdng vé dai 16 King, quén han chinh minh trong sur voi vang khong rd tir dau. Thoi tiét kho va thoang, khi sai nhitg bude that dai duong nhur t6i da
quén hau hét moi chuyén t0i qua. Hau hét, nhung khong phai la tat ca.

T6i vao quan Aroma, goi mdt cde cappuccino 16n, va cd udng mdt cach binh thuong, Nhur thé moi thir déu 6n va t6i a mdt ¢b nang ndo khac ra ngoai
mua sam linh tinh vao ngay Chu nhat. Nhung t6i chang lam the duoc. Toi khong the thot khoi nhitng y nghi. Chiing ¢t roi tung trong dau t6i, nhur mot
cudn bang khong dut, ctr the roi ctr the roi cir the.

Gié ma minh dimg c6 cam tap séc Ién. Gia ma minh dimg qua ngu ngde thé. Moi thir déu dang tién trién rét t6t. ANh ta thye sy thich minh. Hai nguoi da
sap cam tay nhau. Anh ta da dinh moi minh di choi lan nira. Gia nhur minh quay lai duoc; gia nhur minh ¢6 thé lam lai budi toi ay...

Dungnghlve 16 nira. Ding nghi xem chuyén gi da c6 the nhur thé ndo nira. That khong thé chiu ndi. Néu nhur minh cur xir dung déin, Biét du gior minh
dang ngdi day ubng ca phé véi Tarquin? L& ra minh da rit c6 thé a nguoi phy nir gidu thir mot5 trong ca nude.

Thay vi thé, minh con mdt dong hoa don chua tré dang ket cimg cé ngiin kéo ban trang diém minh ¢6 cudc gip voi quin I ngin hing vao sang thir 2.
Minh ciing chang biét s€ phai lam gi nita. Chang bict gi het.

Chan churong toi nhdp chiit ca phé 1di boc thanh séedla nho nho. Toi ching ¢ tim tri ndo m an séedla ca, nhung van cho vao miéng,

Didu t0i ¢ nhét - t0i t¢ trong tat ca - [ toi thyrc long bt dau thiy thich Tarquin. C6 thé anh ta khong phai mon qua ctia Cha trong khoan bé ngoai,
nhung anh rat t6t, va kha thi vi, theo cach riéng ctia anh. Cai cai 4o d6 nita chit - n6 thyc sy rat dé thuong,

Va cai cach ma anh khong hé ké vai Suze da thay t6i lam gl Ca cai cach anh tin khi t6i bao anh minh thich chd, Wagner va ca damnhac cong violon
chét tiét & Mozambique. Cai cach ma anh hoan toan, tuyét doi khong nghi ngd gi ca.

Gid thi t6i thue sw bat dau khoc.

Manh mg, t6i gat hét nurée mét, ubng can tach ca phé, rdi dimg ddy. Ra ngoai phd, thoat dau hoi do dur, rdi t6i lai phiim pham di tiép. Biét dau con gi6
thoang thoang s& thoi bay hét nhitng suy nghi kinh khng kia khoi dau t6i cling nén.



Nhung t0i cir di cr di ma chéing thiy d hon chit ndo. Pau dau va mit 6 ngu, gio thi toi chi c6 thé udng thém hogic am gi d6. Mot céi gi nho nhd thoi,
gitp t6i thy do hon. DS ubng, mot diéu thudc, hay...

Toi nhin kn, va thity minh da & trurée Octagon. CUa hiéu t6i yéu thich nhét trén doi. Ba ting day quan 4o, phu ting, d6 dac, qua cép, quan ca phé, quiy
ban nude qua, va mot hang hoa khién ban mudn mua vé trang hoang khap nha.

Ma minh lai mang theo vi.

Chi cai gi nho nho, lam minh vui n thoi ma. Mot cai 4o phong hay gi d4y. Hay tham chi chi 14 lo sita tim. Minh cdn mua cho minh mot chit gi 6. Minh
s€ khong tiéu nhiéu dau, chi can di vao, va...

Toi ddy cira budc vao. Chia oi, song rdi, séng roi! Hoi 4m, anh sang, Toi thudc vé noi ndy. DAy i noi tri ngu ty nhién cta toi.

Tru viée tham chi kh1 tién thing toi quiy 4o phong, t6i ciing khong vui nhu minh tuéng tuong, Toi nh]n qua cac gia hang, co voi lai nhitng niém vui himg
this thurong thdy mbi khi tyr thuong cho minh cai gl d6 — nhung khong hiéu vi sao hém nay cir thay trong rong. Tuy vdy t6i van chon duoc chiée 4o chui

dAu 6 hinh ngdi sao bac & giita, tur nhi ring minh s& thay vui ngay bay gior thoi. R ti ngd thdy mot day vay dai. Minh ciing c6 thé c6 mdt chiée chir
nhi?

Khi cham vao mjt chiéc 40 ngii mau trang xinh xén, t6i nghe thay tleng nho nho trong dau, nhur tiéng dai phat thanh viin bé. Bimg c6 im thé. May dang
no nan chong chit ddy. Pimg c6 lam thé. May dang no nan chdng chét diy.

Nhung no6i that 1 by gio con quan trong gi nita? Mudn 10i, cha thay d6i duoc gi nita. No thi chiing da ngy r01, ¢6 n nita thi ciing thé thoi. Co hd céu
kinh, t0i 16i chiéc vy trén gia xudng, vt Ién tay. R toi voi tay Iy mdt doi dép tong rat hop. Chéng ich gi néu mua cai ndy na khong mua thém ca cai
kia.

Quay thanh todn da ngay bén trdi, nhung t6i phot K di. Toi da xong dau. Toi di thing ra c4u thang Ién khu do gia dung, Ciing phai mua mot céi chan long
ngdng moi. Mau tréing di, cho hop v6i cai vay moi. Va mot doi gbi 6m nita.

Mbi khi t6i thém céi gl vio ché)ng dd mdi chon, t6i lai théy mot tia sung sudng trurot qua, nhur phio hoa vay. va trong chéc lat, moi thir that 6n. Nhung
10i, ddn dan, nhing tia sang lung linh kia vut bién mét, va t6i bi bo lai gitta bong dém tam t6i lanh 18o. Vay L 61 lai nhin quanh quét tim c4i gi d6 nita.
Mot cay nén thom khdng 10. Mot lo keo tim Jo Malone. Mot tti dd duoc dét thit cong, Ctr mdi khi Ay thém céi gi, 61 lai thiy séng loé 1én, rdi lai den
ngdm Nhung sau mdi lAn 4nh séng cir tré nén ngiin dan ngéin dan. Sao niém vui suéng khong & lai? Sao t6i khong thiy vui hon?

“Emco thé gitip duoc gi khong a?”” mot giong ndi cét Ién hm gian doan nhitng suy nghi ctia toi. Mot ¢4 nhan vién tré, mac ddng phuc Octagon v6i 4o
somi tréng va quan lanh, t6i nhin dong do trén san. “Chi c6 mubn em giit nhitng thir d6 ndy trong ic chi chon tiép khong a?”

0" t6i ngo ngic n6i, va nhin xuéng dong dd da tich lai tir ndly. Gio da thye sy nhiéu rdi. “Khong, dimg lo, t6i s&... t6i s& thanh toan hét ma.”

Bang céch ndo do, 2 ngudi ching t0i da khuan hét dng d6 qua san gb soi t6i quy thanh todn kim bang d4 granite sanh diu ¢ giita, va c6 nhén vién bit
dau quét mé hang moi thir d6. Cai gbi 6m duoc giam gia, vy ma t6i da khong phat hién ra, va trong lic ¢6 nhan vién kiém tra gid chinh xac, mbt dong
ngudi bat dau noi vao sau toi.

“Tét ca 370,56 bang” cudi cling ¢d ta ciing ndi, va mim cudi véi t6i. “Chi mudn thanh toan bang cach nao a?”

“Um.. bang thé thdu chi.” Toi dap, va Iuc tim vi. Khi co nhan vién con dang tat bat thi toi dua mét nhin dong d6 va ban khoan khong hiéu minh s& dem
ve nha thé nao day.

Nhung ngay lp tirc ¥ nghi d6 bién luon. Toi khéng mudn nghi t6i chuyén nha cira nita. t6i khong mudn nghi dén Suze, dén Tarquin, dén dém qua, hay
bat cir gi trong sO do.

“Xin 167" giong c6 nhan vién vé hdi 161, “nhung thé ctia chi 6 vén dé. Thé khong cho phép chi cho nhig thir nay.” C6 4y dura lai cho t6i. “Chi c6 gi khac
khong a?”

“O” t6i 161, hoi bdi 161, “A c6... ddy... thé VISA.”

Thét ngurong biét bao. Ma khong hiéu thé ctia minh bj im sao co chtr? Trong van binh thudng mé. Minh s& goi dén ngan hang hoi vay.

Negfn hang. Cuc gip ngdy mai, vi Derek Smeath. Chiia oi. Nhanh lén no, nghii vé c4i gi khéic di. Nhin xudng san. Liéc quanh cira hiéu ndo. C6 mot
hang dai nguoi doi dang sau, va t6i da nghe thiy nhirng tiéng ho va dang hang. Moi nguoi dang doi minh. Khi t6i gap anh mit ctia ngudi dan ba ding
dang sau, t6i cudi nguong ngiu.

“Khong duge rdi” ¢6 nhan vién ndi. “Cai nay ciing khong duoc nita.”

“Gi co?” t61 dleng ngudi vi sée. Lam sao mi the VISA cia t6i lai khong dung dugc nita? Day 13 thé VISA ctia t6i m, c¢6 Chiia mdi biét. Pugc chap
nhén trén toan thé giéi. Chuyén gi dang xay ra thé? N6 ching c6 nghia gi ¢4, né ching co..

Nhung roi hong toi nghen lai, va mdt su budt gia khing khiép bt dau bao trim ly t6i. Tat ca nhimg 14 thu d6. Nhimng 14 thur t6i da nhét vao ngin kéo



ban trang diém. Chac chan ho khong thé...
Khong Ho khong thé am thé.

Tim t6i bt dau dép hoang loan. Toi biét réing my vu thanh toén hoé don thi ciing khong can lo cho Fim— Nhung t0i can thé VISA. Toi cén im. Ho
khong thé huy n6 nhu thé nay dugc.

“Con nhiéu nguoi dang doi ddy a” ¢b gai n6i va chi tay vé phia hing ngudi. “Vay nén néu chi khong thé thanh toan...”

“Tét nhién t6i c6 thé thanh toan chir” t6i n6i ctmg. Tay run run t6i qudr quang tim trong vi va rdi cling mod ra duoc tam thé thanh toan Octagon bac ctia
t61. N6 bi vii dudi bao thir khac, vay ching to da 1au roi t6i khong ding nita. “Day” t6i ndi. “Toi tra hét bang thé nay.”

“T6t thoi” 6 nhan vién ndi coc 1oc, va vé iy chiée thé.

CHi dén khi ching ti im king doi thé xéc nhén thi t0i moi bt dau bn khoéin khong hiéu minh da dung hét tai khoan Octagon chura. trude ho cd giri cho
minh mdt I thur chét tiét nao day ding khong nhi? Ve van dé gi d6 nhur kiéu khoan thanh toan con thicu. Nhung minh chéc la ciing da tré n6 tir doi tim
hoanh nao roi. Hodc it ra la mdt phan. Ping khong nhi? Minh chic 1a minh...

“T6i phai goi nhanh mdt cude” ¢d nhan vién ndi, nhin chiim chim viao may thanh toan. C6 v ly cai dién thoai canh qudy.

“Xin cho...” cd Ay ndi. “vang, néu t6i c6 thé cung cap mdt s6 tai khoan...”

Sau lung t6i, moi nguoi da bat dau thor dai thanh tiéng, T6i co thé cam thy mit minh dang néng dan néng dan kén. Toi ching dam nhin quanh nita, ciing
chang dam ctr dong gi luon.

“Toi biét rdf” cudi cung ¢6 nhan vién noi, 1o dat may. C0 ta nhin 1én — va voi cai vé trén mit c0 ta, t6i théy bung da minh Ion hét ca lén. Nét mét khong
con c6 vé hoi 101 hay nhi nhin gi nita. 14 rét bi€u hién khong thién chi gi.

“Phong dich vu tai chinh ctia chiing t61 mubn chi goi ngay cho ho™ ¢6 Ay n6i coc Ibe. “Téi s& cho chisb.”

“A, ving” t6i ndi, ¢6 16 ra binh than. Ctr nhur thé ddy chi 1d mot yéu cau rét binh thuong “Buoc thoi, t6i s& goi. Camon ¢d.” Toi dura tay doi Ay lai the.
Gio t61 khong con thay thi vi gi voi viée mua sam nita. Toi chi muon thoét khéi day cang nhanh cang tot.

“T6i xin 161, t6i e rﬁng tai khoan ctia chi da bi khod” c6 nhan vién no6i ma khong hé ha giong. “T6i s€ phdi tich thu thé cua chi.”

Toi nhin c6 ta chérp clﬁmnﬁ khong thé tin ndi, thiy mét minh rAm ran vi soc. Phia sau toi bat dau c6 nhimg tiéng x6n xao khoai tré khi moi ngudi nghe
thay di€u nay va bat dau huych nhau.

“Vay nén, trtr khi chi c6 phurong tién thanh toan nao khac...” ¢6 ta thém vao, liéc nhin mén hinh trén quéy thanh toan. Cai 4o ngu cta minh. Cai chén ong
ngong cuia minh. Cal nén thom ctia minh. Mot dong d6 to ding, dap vao mit. Nhitng mon do t6i khong can dén. Nhitng mon do t6i khong thé thanh
toan. DOt nhién tat ca nhitng canh ndy m toi phéat dm

Toi diéng ngudi ic dau that manh. Toi cam thay nhur thé minh bi bit qué tang trong lic dang an trom vay.

“Elsa” ¢6 nhAn vién goi. “Cau co thé giai quyét chuyén nay khong? C6 khach 1 hang khong thé thanh toan.” C6 ta chi vé phia nhitng tGi d6, rdi mot ngudi
khéc chuyén ching ra khoi quay thanh toan, nit c6 ta hién Ién vé lanh king ¢4 y.

“Nguoi tiép theo a.”

Nguoi dan ba dang sau t6i nhich Ién phia trude, tranh anh nit nguong nging ciia toi, va toi cham chim quay di. Ca doi toi chura bao gioy théy b mét dén
thé. Ca tang nha nhu dang nhin t6i - tat ca khach hang, tat ca nhan vién ban hang, tat ca déu dang tham thi huych nhau. C6 thay gi khong? Cé thay gi wra
xay ra khong?

Logng choang ti budc di, chéng nhin doc ciing chéing ngd ngang. DAy a mdt con 4c mong. Minh phéi ra khoi ddy ngay, cang nhanh cang tt. Minh phéi
thoat khoi cira hiéu ndy ngay, ra pho va di...

Di dau? V& nha chic.

Nhung t6i khong thé quay vé nha ddi mit v6i Suze duge. C6 dy qué tt voi t0i con ti da cur xir thé ndo chir? C6 dy khong hé miy may biét rang toi toi
t& the ndo. Néu vé nha, t6i € lai phai nghe ¢ dy nhéc lai rang Tarquin ngot ngao ra sao. Hay t€ hon, c6 thé con phai cham mit anh ta nira. Chia oi. Cai
y nghi ay lam t6i phat om.

Toi s& phai lam gi day? Toi s& phai di dau day?

LAo dio t0i i doc via hé, xa héin nhitng cira hiéu trong nhur dang ché giéu. minh c6 thé lim gi? Minh ¢6 thé di dau dugc day? Toi thiy trong rong, dau
gan nhu choang vang vi hoang loan.

Toi dimng lai & mot goc phd, chdr dén chuyén, thit than nhin nhitng chiéc 40 len cashmere phia tay trai. Va dot nhién, toi thiy nhimg giot nurdc mét giai toa



ndi budn bét dau lan. C6 mot noi tdi c6 the dén. Toi co thé vé bét cir lic nio.
Ban dang doc truyén Ti Thii Ciia Mot Tin D6 Shopping dwoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 16

Khi t6i v& nha bd me ma khong bao trude chiéu hom do, bao ring toi mudn & lai mdt vai ngdy, bb me ching co vé gi 1 sbc ca.

Thire té thi, viée bd me ching ngac nhicn gl khién t6i bt du ban khodn ring c6 khi b me van luén mong doi t6i v tir hdi con gai 6ng ba chuyén dén
London. Phalchangtuannao bd me cungdmtowe 61 clra nha, tay khong hanh ly va mit thi d6 ngiu? BS me tit nhién s& xtr sy binh tinh nhur doi cp
ctru bénh vién trong mdt co dy khan cap.

Trir viée doi cap ciru dy khong lien tuc cai nhau xem phai im bénh nhan tinh lai nhanh nhéit bang cach ndo? Sau vai phit, t0i thiy muon ra ngodi, dé bo
e quyét dinh 1én ké hoach hanh ddng, r6i bam chudng lan nita.

“Con Ién gac tim nurde 4m cho khoé di” me noi, ngay khi t6i vira dat ti xach xudng. “Me chéic con phai mét m roi!”

“Con no s& khong phai tim néu n6 khong mudn!” bd tra miéng, “C6 & n6 mudn udng mdt chut gi d6. Con mubn udng gi ndo con yéu?”
“Khon nhi?” Me ndi, ban cho b mbt tia nhin néu—n(')—nghién—ngap-tlﬁ-lémsao, cho 1a t6i s€ khong nhan théy.

“Con khong mudn udng gi ddu a, cam on bd,” toi néi. “A nhung mdt tach tra thi ciing duoc a.”

“Tét nhién i dwoc con a!”” me noi. “Graham, ong di dun nuée di” RO me lai nhin b 4n y. Ngay khi b bién mét sau bép, me tdi gan va ha giong: “Con
thay 6n chir cung? C6 gi... khong 6n khong?”

Lay Chtia. Trén doi khong c6 gi sanh bang giong n6i cam thong ctia me, khién minh chi mudn oa khéc.

“A” i n6i, béing giong hoi e dé. “Moi thi da ¢6 thé ot hon lic mity. Con chi dang... gip chit kh6 khan thoi me a. Nhung moi thir rdi s ot dep ca thoi.”
Toi nhin vai va nhin di chd khac.

“Boi vi...” Me n6i nhé hon nita. “B6 con khéng cd hit nhur moi ngudi tuéng dau. Va me biét néu nhur bd me phai trong nom mdt... mdt dira nhd, trong
khi con theo dudi sy nghiép...”

Gi thé?
“Me 3, dirng lo!” t6i tuyén bd thing thimng. “Con khong c6 mang ma!”
“Me da bao gio bao thé dau” me ndi, va hoi dé mit. “Me chi mudn cho con théy bb me tng hd con thoi.”

B6 me t6i xem nhiéu phim truy{én hinh dai tap qua 101, vin dé day. Thuc ra, bd me lai ching dang hy vong t6i c6 mang that dy. Vi gi nguoi tinh xiu xa
da c6 gia dinh ma céc cu s& giét song roi chon dudi san.

Con “cho con thiy bd me tng ho con” 1 ci gi thé nhi? Me t6i chura bao gior ndi thé trude ddy ca, me bit dau xem Ricki Lake rdi.

“Nao, lai ddy con” ba n6i. “Ngdi xubng udng mot tach tra da.”

ROi t6i theo me vao bép, 2 me con ciing ngdi xudng voi tach tra trén tay. Va phai noi réng, diéu d6 that tuyét. Tra nong vi bich quy socola whisky ng.
Tuyét voi! Toi nham it lai nhap vai ngum, roi mo mt ra d¢ thay ca bo va me dang cham cham nhin t6i véi sy t0 mo 10 1 trén mat. Ngay lp tirc me
chuyén ngay thanh ny cudi, con bo thi hung hang ho — nhung t6i c6 the thay rang cac cu déu dang o soi xem c6 chuyén gi.

“Vay” t6i than trong Ién tiéng, va ca 2 cai dau déu ngang hin Ién. “Bb me déu khoé ca chir a2

“A " me n6i. “U, bd me khoé cona”

R&i sy im king lai tiép dién.

“Becky?”” B6 ndi, giong nghiém trong dén mirc c4 me va t6i déu phai quay ra nhin. “Con c6 dang gip ric i ndo ma ching ta nén biét khong? Cir n6i,
tat nhién la néu con muon,” bo hap tap thém vao. “Va bd muon con biét, bd me luoén bén canh con.”

Lai mdt chii nghia Ricki Lake chét tiét nao nita ddy. Cac cy can phéi ra ngoai nhiéu hon m6i dugc.
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“Con6 on ca chir, con yéu?”” me n6i mém mong — nghe that thurong yeuva théu hiéu — du khong mudn, t0i bong dit tach tra xudng ban danh xoang mjt
cai rdi ndi “N6i that 1, con dang hoi chan mot chit. Con khong mudn imbd me lo déu, vy nén con van chura ndi gi ca...” Toi ¢6 thé thiy nude mit bét

dAu hng trong,
“Gi thé con?”” giong me hdt hoang, “Con dang ding thuc phién ha con?”

“Khong, con khong nghién me a!” t6i tuyén bd. “Con chi... chi ... con... con...” t6i hép mdt ngum turéng nurde tra. Chuyén ndy khé hon toi trdng trong.
Nao, Rebecca, ndira di.

Toi nhim it lai va siét chit cai tach.

“Su that 1a...” t6i chdm chap noi.

“Sao con?” me ndi.

“Sur that A...” t6i md mit. “Con dang bi san dudi. Béi mdt gi... mit gé tén Derek Smeath.”
Ca mdt sy im king trir tiéng nhur huyt gié khi bd dang ¢b ly hoi.

“Me biét ma!” me n6i giong sic lanh. “Me biét ma, me biét chiic hin phai c6 chuyén gi do!”

“Chiing ta déu biét i c6 chuyén g d6!” BS n6i, dép manh ciii chd xubng mét ban. “CHuyén d6 bao Iau rdi ha Becky?”

“/:%, a... ciing nhidu thang nay rdi a,” t6i chdm cham nhin vao tach tra. “Thét ra, chi k... im phién thoi. Khong nghiém trong gi dau, nhung con khong chiu
ndinira.”

“Ma Derek smeath 14 ai viy?” B néi. “Bb me c6 biét hin khong?”

“Con khong ngtii thé dau. Con tinh ¢o... tinh ¢& gip hén vi cong viée.”

“Tét nhién A thé rdil” me n6i. “Mot ¢b gi tré dep nhur con, nghé nghiép ding cip cao... me biét chic chuyén ndy s& xay ra.”
“Thé n6 ciing i nha bao ha con?” B hoi, va t6i lc dau.

“Han lim cho Ngan hang Endwich. Han im nhitng viéc nhur... nhur goi dién va gié v héin | phu tréch tai khoén ngin hing ciia con. Hén noi rét thuyét
phuc b a.”

Lai mdt khoang king nita trong khi b me thim hét nhimg diéu vira nghe con t6i thi & thém mdt chiéc sécola whisky ngd nita.
“Cha” cubi ctng thi me n6i. “Me nghi ching ta nén goi cho canh sat.”

“Khong!” t6i Ia Ién va lap bap nhao ra ban. “Con khong mlrérn canh sét gi hét. Han chira bao gio de doa hay gi ca. that ra, hdn ciing khong hén i ké bam
riet san duoi gi. Chi la mot cai gai théi. Con nghii néu con bien mat mét thoi gian...”

“B4 hiéu ro” bd ndi, va liéc sang me. “Cha, gio thi hiéu rdi.”

“Véy nén, gio' con mu6n nhd..” toi ndi, tay bau chit ]ziy di, “Néu hén goi, b me ctr ndi con da dira nuée ngoai va bé me khong c6 sb dién thoai clia
con. Va... néu ai khac ¢6 goi thi ciing ndi nhu thé. Ké ca Suze. Con ciing dd dé lai 1oi nhéin cho Suze 1di, n6i i con van 6n — nhung con khong mudn ai
khéc biét con dang & dau.”

“Con chic chir?” me hoi, nhiu may lai. “C6 khi tot hon ki dén béo canh sat con a?”

“khong!” ti n6i nhanh. “Thé chi lim cho hén thAy hén quan trong hon thoi. Con chi mudn bién mit mot thoi gian.”

“Puoc thdi con 4 bd néi. “Nhur ching ta durgc biét, thi con dang khong & day.”

B4 nhoai ngudi qua ban va siét chit tay t6i. Va khi thiy ndi lo Fing trén mit bd, t6i cim ghét ban than vi tit ca nhitmg gi minh da m

Nhung don gian 14 t6i khong thé ké voi bd me than yéu, tot bung ctia minh vé ¢b con gai duoc-coi-l-thanh-dat voi cong viée duge-coi-ki-dinh-cao thuc
ra lai 3 ngap dau trong mot déng hdn don ira dao, n nn.

Va ching t6i an t6i (Vi banh Waitrose Cumberland) rdi cting xem mot t4p phim ghuyén thé tir truyén ciia Agatha Christie, sau d6 t6i di lén phong ngit
cti, mic bd vay ngd cli k¥, tréo 1én giudng. Sang hdm sau, khi tinh giac t6i cdm thiy hanh phic, thu thai nhur thé da nghi ca tuan nay 16i.

Nhung trén hét, khi nhin Ién tran phong ngi cii cam giac that yén binh. Cai kén gidu ti khoi thé giéi, duoc bao boc toan bang len soi. Khong ai co thé

tim thiy t61 & ddy. Tham chi khong ai biét t6i dang & day. Khong con nhing birc thu khén nan, cang khong phai nghe nhiing cudc dién thoai khdn nan
khong kém, va ca nhitng vi khach khon nan. noi nay nhu thanh dudng vay. Téi thiy minh nhur tré lai tudi motS, ching phai lo nghi gl ngoai bai tap. (Ma
gid thi t6i ciing chéing ¢ bai tip nio ca.)



It nhét ciing phai %h sang khi t6i tinh han va ra khoi girong, va khi lam vay, t6i nhédn ra, xa van dam n¥i tin London, Derek Smeath dang doi gap t0i
trong vong nira tiéng nira. Long nhoi Ién mdt cai va trong gidy lat t6i da dinh goi dién t6i ngén hang de céo Ibi. Nhung ngay ca trong Itc dang chan chi,
61 ciing biét 13 s& khong lam thé. Toi tham chi con khong mubn biét vé s ton tai ctia cai ngan hang dy. To6i mudn quén ngay tt ca moi thir v& nd.
Khong con gl ton tai nita ca. Khong con ngin hang, khong con VISA, khong con Octagon. Tat ca da bi loai ra khoi cude sdng ctia toi. Pon gian [ thé.

Cudc goi duy nhat cta t6i 1 t6i vin phong, boi toi khong mubn bi dudi chi vi sy ving mét nay. Toi goi toi lic 9h20, true khi Philip t6i— va goi cho
Mavis 8 tan.

“Chao, Mavis 2?” T6i rén ri. “Rebecca Bloomwood ddy. Céu c6 thé bao Philip rang té ém duoc khong?”
“Khb than cau qua!” Mavis n6i. “Lai phé quan ha?”
“Té ciing khong chéc,” toi rén ri. “T6 phai di gip béc sibay gio. T6 di ddy. Chao nhé.”

Thé ddy. Mot cude dién thoai, va thé B minh tur do. Khong ai nghi gl hét — sao phéi nghi co chir? Gios o théy long minh nhur duroc gidi thot. Qué dé dé
chay tron. Pang nh& minh phai lam tir sém ro6i mdi phai.

Nhung 6 sau trong tAm tri, nhur mdt con vt vién tudng quai quy, toi hiéu ring minh khong thé 0 day méi mii. Piéu d6 sém mudn gi ciing bét kip toi.
Nhung van dé 13, van chura dén ic mé. Va trong khoang thoi gian it 6i ndy, t6i s& khong nghi vé né. Gio thi chi viée di udng tra va xem churong trinh
Morning Coffee cho dau dc thoai mai hoan toan.

Khi t6i di vio bép, bd dang ngdi & ban doc bao. Co mili banh mi nuréng & dau do, dai thi dang mo kénh 4 phia sau lung toi. Nhu hoi toi con bé va song
6 nha. Khi ay cudc song that I don gian. Khong hoé don, khong yéu cau, khong nhimg la thu de doa. Mot con song tiéc nudi tht Ion am o trong long
t01, t01 quay ra lay nudc dé dun, mat khe hap hay.

“Tin hay déy,” b noi, vd bdm bdp kén td The Daily Telegraph.

“Vay a?” Toi ndi, tay tha i tra vao binh. “Gi thé b6?”

“Scottish Prime tiép quan Flagstaff Life rdi nay.”

“A ving,” t6i lo daing. “Diing rdi, con ciiing ¢6 nghe chuyén dy.”

“Tét c4 nha dau tr ctia Flagstaff Life sap duoc mdt qua I6n troi cho ddy. C6 khi 1 1on nht tir trude ti gior Ay chir.”

“Chia 0i,” t6i ¢ mra vé minh thy thi vi im. T6i ciing v6i Ky & Good Housekeeping, lat ra va bt dau doc tir vi ctia minh.

Nhung rdi céi gi d6 lao xao trong dau t6i. Flagstaff Life. Sao nghe quen thé nhi? T6i d& n6i chuyén véi ai vé...

“Martin va Janice nha bén!” Toi dot ngdt hét én. “Hai ngudi d6 ¢6 dau tr vao Flagstaff Life! Phai mdt0 ndm rdi dy.”

“Vay thi bon ho sép swréng ngit rd7” bd n6i. “C6 vé nhur cang dau t u thi cang duoc nhidu ddy.” BS 1t t bao sot soat, con ti ngdi xudng vai tach tra
trén tay cing & Good Housekeeping muc lam banh Phuc Sinh. That khong cong bang, t6i nghi ngoi trong phén uat. Sao minh khéng dugc trdi cho qua
nao nhur thé? Sao ngan hang Endwich khong duoc chuyén nhurong chir? Roi ho s€ tra minh mot khoén to turdng du dé quét hét khoan thau chi cia minh.
“C6 ké hoach gi cho hémnay chura con gai?”” B ndi, va nging lén.

“Chua c6 gi chic bd a,” t6i néi va nhap mot chit tra.

C6 ké hoach gi cho cudc doi minh chira? Chura co gi chic ca.

Cubi clng thi, 161 bd mdt budi séng thénh thoi nhan rdi gitp me soan lai dong quin o dé ban do cfi, va dén 12h30 thi 2 mg con vao bép lam sandwich.
Khi nhin Ién dong ho, t0i chot nghi rang I& ra minh phai c6 mét ¢ ngan hang Endwich 3h truée — nhung chuyén d6 xa lamr6i, nhu mbt &m thanh mo ho.
toan b cude song cuia t6i & London da tro nén hur do va tach bigt. Pay moi 13 noi t6i thude veé. Xa khoi ddm dong dién déo, ¢ nha cing bo va me, ¢
khoang thoi gian thur gigin thanh thoi.

Sau bira trura t6i lang thang trong vuron voi mot cudn catalo dt hang qua thur ctia me, va ngdi xubng chiég ghé canh cay tdo. Mot lat sau, nghe thiy mot
tiéng goi ttr hang rao, t6i nhin Ién. DS 1a 6ng hang xém Martin. Hirm. Cham mét voi Martin lic nay thi chang thodi mai gi cho Iam.

“Chao Becky,” Martin n6i nhe nhang, “Chéu 6n chir?”
“Chéu van 6n m3, cam on chi a.” T6i ciing dap nhe nhang, Va chau khong wra gi con trai chit dau. Toi chi mudn thém vao.

“Becky’” Janice n6i, xuét hién bén canh Martin, tay cam cai xéng. Ba nhin t6i voi vé kinh hoang, “Chiing ta ¢6 nghe ndi vé... ké san dudi chau.”, Janice
tham thi.



“Toi pham ddy chéu 2 Martin hung ho. “Loai d6 phai bi gb ¢o lai.”

“Néu ching ta c6 thé 1am gi d6,” Janice néi. “Bét ky didu g, thi chau cir ndi nhé.”

“Chdu 6n ma, that ddy,” toi ndi, giong ém ru. “Chéau chi mudn & lai nha vai ngaty. Trénh xa khoi nhig thir Ay thoi.”
“Tét nhién ro7” Martin n6i. “Co bé thong minh.”

“C6 c6 no6i chuyén voi Martin sang nay,” Janice ndi, “Chau nén thué vé sichau a.”

“Khong can cin thin qua,” Martin néi. “Khong phai trong nhitng ngay niy.”

“Céi gia ctia sy ndi tiéng ddy m,” Janice néi, budn rau Fic du. “Cai gia ciia sw ndi tiéng,”

“A, nhan tién,” t6i n6i, ¢b thoat khoi chi dé vé ké deo bamminh. “Cé chi khoé chir a?”

“A, ¢6 chikhoé ca,” Martin néi. “Ta chic viy.” Ngac nhién thay 1 s phin khoi mién cudng trong giong ndi ctia dng. Ong liéc sang Janice, dang cau
may va khé lac dau.

“Di sao, chéc hin c6 chit rét hai long voi tin mimg do,” toi vui vé néi. “Vu Flagstaff Life 4y a.”

Iming,

“Cha cha” Martin néi. “Péng ra i ciing thé rdi day roi.”

“Chéng ai biét truée ma,” Janice nhun nhin vai. “Chi | mdt phén cau chuyén thoi chau 4, may mé khong mét.”
“Gi thé a?”” t61 bbi rdi. “Chéu tudng cd chii sip duge mdt khoan kéch xii chir?”

“Ciing c6 ddy...” Martin xoa mét. “Ciiing c6 nhung khong phai 1 ¢6 chi, chaua.”

“Nhung... nhung sao lai thé a?”

“Martin c6 goi cho ho sang nay,” Janice n6i. “Dé héi xem ¢6 ch s& duge bao nhiéu. Ho ndi l trén gidy tos thi nhing nha dau tur dai han s& nhan dugc
hang nghin. Nhung...” Ba liéc sang Martin.

“Nhung mé sao a?” Toi cam thiy bimg Ién vi kich dong.

“Hinh nhur ¢6 chii khong con du tu céch nita,” Martin ling ting, “Vi ¢6 chi chuyén hudng dau tu. Quy cii ciing duge dinh gia, nhung...” Ong hing héing,
“y chi 13, ¢6 chi s€ duge mdt it — nhung chi khoang £100 thoi.”

Toéi do dAn nhin ong.
“Nhung c6 chii chi méi chuyén...”

“Hai tudn trude,” ong noi. “That i trd tréu. Néu minh cir gitt 1iu hon chit nita... D sao thi ddu ciing vao ddy rdi. than van ma ciing dé im gi chau nhi.”
Ong nhin vai bat Iuc va curdi voi Janice — ba cling mim cudi dap lai.

T6i nhin ra cho khac va can moi.

Mot cam giéc € cong ludn qua nguoi toi. Ho quyét dinh chuyén huéng dau tu do t6i phai khong nhi? Ho da hoi t6i xem ho ¢6 nén chuy{%n quy khong,
va t61 ndi ctr lam di. Nhung gio nghi lai... chang phai minh d3 tirng nghe ban tan vé vu chuyén nhirgng ndy sao? Oi Chiia oi. Minh da c6 thé ngan ho lai?

“Ching ta khong thé biét dugc chuyén nay s& xy ra,” Janice n6i, nhe nhang 6m Ay canh tay ng chdng. “Ho ciing dau c6 dé 16 ra ngoai cho i phit
cudi phai khong, Becky?”

C6 hong toi nhur bi bop nghet chéng tré 1 ndi. Gir thi t0i nh 10 rang roi. Alicia B ngwoi dau tién dé cap dén vu chuyén nhuong, cdi ngly trrée hom toi
vé nha. Va r6i Philip cling n6i gi ddy vé vu ny & van phong. Gi day vé viéc co dong gitr i s& rat sirong. Trir viée la... 161 da khong thire sw chiy nghe.
Hinh nhu khi ay t6i con dang ban stra mong tay.

“20 nghin bang, nguoi ta bio ching ta s& dugc thé néu 6 lai,” Martin n6i am dam “Nghi ma thy phat them Nhung m Janice n6i ding. Ching ta khong
thé biét duoc. C6 ai biét dau.”

Oi Chia oi. Tt ca 13 16i cua toi. tat ca 1 16i ctia t6i. Néu nhur t6i d3 dong ndo ma suy nghil mdt an thoi..
“Oi ndo Becky, dirmg c6 budn thé chir chau!” Janice noi. “Déu phai bi ctia chau! Chau khong biét ma! Khong ai biét! khong ai trong chiing ta c6 thé...”

“Chéu c6 biét.” t6i nghe thiy minh ndi nfio né.



Kinh ngac dén im king

“of co?” Janice hoi, giong yéu 6t.

“Thyc ra thi chau ciing khong bit,” t0i n6i, nhin chim chéim xudng dét. “nhung hdi trrée chau c6 nghe mdt vai ki ban tn vé vu ddy. Chau dang nhé nén
n6i gi ddy khi 6 chit hoi. Dring ra chau phai khuyén chit doi mot thoi gian. Nhung chéu da.. khong ngh gi hét. Chéu da khong nhé ra.” Toi bt minh nhin
1én va gap céi nhin day kinh ngac cuia Martin. “Chéu... chdu rat xin loi. tat ca Ia 161 ctia chau.”

Ling tinh, trong khi Martin va Janice nhin nhau va t6i so vai, thiy cim ghét chinh minh. Sam tham, t6i nghe thiy tiéng dién thoai reo, va nhitng budc chin
ngudi tra 1oi...

“Chi hiéu rdi” cudi cling Martin ciing cat 1. “Cha... thoi dimg lo, g thi ciing xay ra r6i ma chau.”
“Pumg tyr d6 16i cho minh, Becky a,” Janice ndi hién knh. “Piy 1 ¢6 chu quyét dinh d6i quy, chir khong phai chéu ma.”
“Va nh¢ 1, gan ddy chéu ciing phai chiu nhiéu ap hrc lim ddy.” Martin thém vao, cam thong dat tay én canh tay toi. “Cai vu deo bamry ra dy.”

Gios thi t6i théty minh ddy xiu xa ban thiu. t6i dAu ¢ x(mg déng véi nhitng con ngwoi tt bung ndy. Toi vira im mit ctia ho £20.000 chi vi c4i théi hudi
biéng khong chiu theo doi sy kién ma dang ra tdi phai bict. t6i la mdt phong vién tai chinh ma, c6 Chia chirng giam.

Va i dot nhién, ngay trong virdn nha cha me vao budi chiéu thir 2 nay, toi dang chim trong cai h6 sau nhét doi minh. Gior toi dang co gi trong tay?
Chang gi ca. Du la nho nhat. To6i khong thé kiém soat tién bac. Toi lam viéc chang ra hon. Toi ciing khong c6 ca ban trai. Toi da lam ton thuong nguoi
ban than nhat. T6i da n6i d6i bo me - va gio thi t6i con hai ca nhitng nguoi hang xom

“Becky a?”

Giong bd cat Ién cit ngang cude n6i chuyén ciia ching t6i, t6i ngac nhién nhin 1én. B6 dang sai bude qua bai co vé phia ching t6i, cling mdt syt lo so hién
1o trén nut.

“Becky, dimg giat minh con,” bb néi, “Nhung bd vira nghe dién thoai ctia gi Derek Smeath d6.”

“Gi co a?” o1 ndj, thﬁy mit minh kho cing lai vi s¢ hai.

“Ké bam theo d6 ha?” Janice kéu Ién, va bd git ddu nghiém nghi.

“Piing 11 mdt ké theo dudi khé chiu, t6i phai néi thé. Hin khé hung hing v6i toi.”

“Nhung sao hin biét Becky ¢ ddy nhi?”” Janice hoi.

“Rét c6 thé chi |a ménh & thoi,” bd noi. “B6 ciing rt lich sur, n6i don gian 1 con khong & déy va b ciing chéing biét con ¢ dau ca.”
“Hén... Han ndi gi ha bd?” giong t6i nghen lai.

“Noi phét lac v& budi hen ndo d6 ma con da hen voi hin,” bd lic dau. “Ga nay toan bia dat thoi

“Anh nén ddi s6 dién di,” Martin khuyén. “Dimg ding ky danh ba nita.”

“Nhung hén goi tir d4u co chir?”” Janice ndi, giong ba vong Ién vi hoang sg. “Hin c6 thé ¢ bat ctr du!” Ba bt dau bi kich dong, nhin quanh quat khu
vuron nhur thé chuan bi san tinh than ¢ thay han nhay ra tir sau bui cay.

“CHinh x4c ddy,” b n6i. “Nén gi- Becky a, bd nghi con nén vao nha. Khong thé doan trude duoc méiy g nay dau con.”

“Véng a” t61 ling nguoi. Toi khong thé tin chuyén nay lai xay ra dugc. Toi nhin lén khuon mat phic hiu, dAy quan tAm cua b6 va tyr nhién khong thé chiu
dung duoc khi nhin vao niit 6ng. Oi tai sao minh lai khong n6i voi bo me sy thit nhi?Sao minh lai day minh vao tinh thé nay co chir?

“Trong chau run Ay bay i kia,” Janice ndi, vd nhe vao vai toi. “Vao nha ngdi cho d& di.”

“Vang a,” t61 noi. “Chau nghi chau nén vao.”

Vi bé nhe nhang dua t6i vé& phia ngdi nha, nhur thé t6i b tan phé vay.

Moi thir bat d4u vurot ngoai taflm ](iém soat. Gio thi t61 khong chi thgiy minh thét bai hoan toan, mé con thiy minh kpéljg duoc an toan nita. Toi thiy minh
bild t@y, va da & mép vue mat 16i. Toi ngdi xuong ghe canh me, uong tra va xem churong trinh Countdown, ¢t moi lan ¢6 tiéng dong & bén ngoai, t6i lai
gidt ban ca minh.

Néu nhur Derek Smeath dang trén dirong vé déy thi sao? Tir London vé ddy thi li xe hét bao lu nhi? Mot tiéng rudi? Hai tiéng, néu xe co dong qua?



Ong ta khong thé laim thé duoc. Ong ta ban lim
Nhung ciing ¢6 thé Fim chir.

Ho#c 6ng ta & cir cAp dudi xudng déy. Oi Chiia oi. Nhing gi dan ong déng so miic 4o da. Da day t0i quéin lai vi so'héii. thyc t€ thi, t0i da bt dau cam
thay nhu thé minh thue su bi deo bam

Khi tivi #n doan quang céo, me 16i cubn catalo toan hinh d6 trang tri viron ra. “Nhin c4i chudng chim ndy con, d& thurong qua,” me ndi. “Me s& mua mdt
céi cho vudn nha minh.”

“Tuyét” t0i lim bam, khong tip trung noi.

“Ho c6 ban m@iy khung ctra s loai ddic biét nira,” me n6i. “Con ciling nén lam vai cai hay hay trong can hd cona.”
“Vang a,” t0i noi. “C6 thé.”

“Me dit cho con mot d6i nhé, khong d4t Bm daw”

“Théi, thdime a.”

“Con c6 thé tra bang séc, hay VISA...” Ba ndi, tay lat 1at trang gidy.

“Khong ma me.” giong t61 hoi danh lai.

“Chi can goi va cho ngudi ta s6 thé VISA, 16i s& dugc chuyén dén...”

“Me, thoi dil” Toi khoc. “Con khong can miy thir o, dugc chura a2

me nhin t6i ngac nhién, hoi c6 vé trach moc, 1oi lat sang trang khac ctia quyér} catalo. Va t6i lai chim chim nhin ne, VO‘l mot sy hoang loan tot ctng, Thé
VISA ctia t6i gior khong ding durge nita. Thé ng ciing khong ding duroc. Chang cai gi ding duoge. Ma me thi chang bict gi.

Purng nghi dén n6 nita. Pimg nghii dén n6 nira. Toi chop Ay mot & Radio Times tir doi tim hoanh ndo & trén ban udng nurde va bét dau It qua 1t lai vo
thirc.

“Tiéc cho Martin voi Janice qué con nhi?”” Me nhin Ién. “Lai di chuyén quy ¢6 2 tuan trude vu chuyén nhwong! That 1 xui qué dil”
“Con biét rdi,” t6i Am bim, mit nhin chong choc xuéng trang nyc lIyc. t61 khdng mubn b £oi dén ho nixa.

“Nhur [ tring hop khing khiép vay,” me 16}, déu lac Fc. “Cai cong ty do nén khoi quy trude vy ch}lyép nhurong nay moi phai. Con biét déy, s& c6 rat
nhiéu ngudi im y nhur Martin va Janice, thé 1 mét hét. Té that ddy.” me nhin sang tivi. “Oi lai bat dau rdi dy con.”

Nhac hiéu vui vé ctia Countdown bt dau tén ten, va tiéng vO tay 4m 7 bt dAu phat ra tir tivi. Nhlmg 61 khong nghe thiy, thdm chi chéng dé tAm chit
ndo dén ca nguyén 4m lAn phy 4 am Toi chi nghi Vvé caime vira 1n6i. Mot sy tring hop khung khiép — nhung thure ra khong phai tring hop chit ndo phai
khong? Ngan hang thuc sir ¢6 viét cho Janice va Martin bao rang ho s& doi quy. Ho ciing con ting ca khuyén mai nita ni? Mot chiée dong hd qua Ic.
Dot nhién ti thy loé Ién. T6i mudn xem birc thr ciia Flagstaff Life da giri - dé biét chinh xéc n6 da dugc giri bao Jau trude ngiy chuyén nhuong,
“ENDING,’ “ Me n6i, mit chim chim vao man hinh. “Sau chit cai. O, thém chit S nita. C6 ‘ENDINGS’ khong nhi?”

“Con... con chay sang hang x6m mdt chut,” t61 ndi va dirng day. “Nhanh théia.”

Khi Martin mo cira chinh, t6i thdy d6i vo chdng dang ngdi truée méy thu hinh, xem Countdown.

“Chao cd chi.” Toi bén én ndi. “Chéu dang khong biét 1 chéu c6 thé sang .. tan chuyén mot It dwoc khong?”

“Tét nhién ri!” Martin noi. “Vao nha di! Chau c6 muén ubng mot ly ruou sherry khong?”

“Of” 61 ndi, hoi ngdi ngai. y ti 13, t6i khong hoan toan phan déi udng ruou — nhung da téi Sh chiéu dau.

“Cha — thoi duoc a.”

“CHzng bao giv i qua som cho mdt ly sherry ca!”” Martin noi.

“Cho t6i xin ly nita di 6ng, cdm on nhé,” giong Janice vdi ra tir phong khach.

CHét toi roi. Mot doi nat ruou!

Oi Chiia oi! C6 khi day I 1i ctia toi luén. C6 khi vy that thu tai chinh d4 d4y ho vao tinh canh phai tim dén ruou va tivi sudt ngay dé giai khudy.



“Chau dang ban khodn,” t6i n6i ddy lo Fing khi Martin rét ddy nrou sherry méu ndu dam vao ly. “Chi vi chu thiy quan tim thoi a, Chéu ¢6 thé xem qua
burc thu Flagstaff Life giri cho c6 chi duge khong? Birc thur dé nghi d6i quy day a? CHau chi thac mac ve thoi gian ho giri thoi”

“N6 duge giri ding ngiy ching t6i gip chiu dAy thoi,” Martin ndi. “Sao, chau mudn xem a2 Ong ning cbe. “CHc stre khoé ndo.”

“CHiic mirng.” t6i ni, v nhép mot chit. “Chéu chi dang thic mic...”

“Vao phong khach di chau,” dng cat ngang, 16i dan t6i di qua sanh. “Ctia em ddy, em yéu,” dng thém vao, va dura ly ruou sherry cho vo. “Can ly nao!”
“Suyt!” ba vo dap. “Dén vong thi s6 rdi. toi phai tap trung”

“Chéu nghil chau phai diéu tra mdt chit v& vu ndy,” ti thim thi v6i Martin khi dong ho chwong trinh Countdown tich tc. “Chéu c6 cam giac vu ndy rat
té.”

“50 x 4 = 200,” Janice giat Ién. “6 — 3 con 3, nhan 7 bang 2mdt rdi cong vao.”

“Tt lim, em yéu!” Martin ndi, va di thing vao sau t gd soi. “Thur ddy chéu ny,” dng ndi. “Vay — chau mudn viét bao hay gi thé?”

“Rét c6 thé a.” Toi néi. “CH khong phién chir a?”

“Suyt!” Janice néi. “Chuan bi dén phan thi Dém ngwoc Hoi Khé rdi ddy.”

“Véng” t6i thAm thi. “Cha, chau... chau c6 thé cdm luon duoc khong a2

“Explicate!” Janice gao 1én. “khong, Exploited chir!”

“VA... camon chii vi ly ruou sherry a!” Toi hép mdt ngum to, hoi rung minh béi vi ngot séc, rdi dat cde xubng, nhon chéan ra khoi phong,

Nira tiéng sau, ngdi trong phong ngi, t6i da doc burc thy Flagstaff Life 6 lan va ghéc chéin ¢6 gi d6 ammudi & day. Bao nhiéu nguoi dau tr da chuyén
quy sau khi nhan duroc 101 moi nhn chiéc dong ho qua lac khi gio nay — va 16 mét khoan troi cho kia? Khong chi ¢6 the, Flagstaff Life da tict kiém duoc
bao nhiéu trong vu ny? Dot nhién 6i thre sw mudn hiéu vén dé. Su phan nd 16n dan trong toi, t01 quyét dinh phéi tim cho 1o chuyén gi dang diénra, va
1am 13 nhitng gi minh nghi ngo. Pang bao sy that va canh bao nhitng nguoi khac. Lan dau tién trong doi, toi thuc syr thiy bi cudn hit trrde mot cau
chuyén tai chinh.

Va t6i cting khong mudn viét cho Successful Saving nira. CHuyén nay ximg dang dén duoc véi cang hiéu nguoi doc cang tt. Danh ghiép ctia Eric
Foreman ﬂva?m con & trong vi t6i, c6 sO dién thoai trye ti€p in trén dau. SAu khi 16i né ra, t6i chay tdi cho dién thoai va nhanh tay an so dién thoai trude
khi kip doi y dinh.

“Eric Foreman, bao The Daily World xin nghe,” giong anh ta vang am ca duong day.

C6 phai minh thye sy dang lam chuyén nay khong nhi?

“Xin chao,” t6i lo Fing. “khong biét anh c6 nhd t6i khong, Rebecca Bloonwood & t& Successfull Saving day. Ching ta da giip ¢ budi hop béo ctia ban
quan ly Tai san Sacrum.”

“Ding rdi, chiing ta da gip nhau.” giong anh ta hd hoi. “C6 thé nao 16, tinh yéu ciia t6i?”

“t6i khoé,” t6i n6i, va siét chit Gng nghe. “Rat khoé. A... Toi dang tir hoi khong biét bén anh con tiép tuc cho dang loat bai ‘Cé nén tin nhitng quy dau tur
hay khong?” «

“C6 chir, van tiép tuc ma,” Eric Forerman d4p. “C6 chuyén gi vay?”
“Chi la...” Toi nubt nurée bot. “Toi nghi 61 ¢6 mdt cau chuyén s& khién anh thi vi.”
Ban dang doc truyén 7w Thu Cuia Mot Tin Do Shopping dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhidu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chuong 17

TOI CHUA TUNG PAU TU CONG SUC vao mdt bai bao ndo. Chura bao gio.

Xin nhé 14 t6i chura bao gios bi yéu cu phai viét mdt bai ndo that nhanh. Lam cho t& Successful Saving, ching t6i ¢6 ca thang dé viét - vay ma ching toi


http://ebookfull.net

con ca than subt. Khi Eric Foreman ndi: “C6 ¢6 thé hoan thanh nd vao ngay mai chir?” T6i con nghi héin anh ta diia. T6i vui vé tra 101, “Di nhién r6i,” va
suyt thi t61 da n6i “Nam phit niia t6i c6 bai cho anh duge ay chir!” Nhung, ngay khi d6 t6i kip nhin ra rang anh ta dang khong hé dua. That hi hon.

Thé nén t6i dén nha Martin va Janice ngay tlr séngs som voi mdt chiéc méy ghi am, ghi chép lai chinh xéc nhimg thong tin lién quan dén viéc dau tu clia

ho va ¢o thu nhdp duge nhicu chi tict éo le nhur Eric da khuyén.

“Chung ta cAn su quan tim ctia cong ching,” anh ta n6i voi t6i qua dién thoai “Chéing cin ban bao cda tai chinh dang ghét nao ¢ déy ca! Hay khién doc
gia phai thirong cam cho ho. Hay khién doc gia phai khoc. Mot doi v chdng binh thurong, cham chi lam lung ngii rang ho s& c6 thé sdng ndt nhitng nam

théng tudi gia nho nhimg dong tiét kiém it 6i. Bi bon tai phiét him hai. Ma nha ho song thudc loai nao vay?”

“0.... mot can nha v6i bdn phong ngi riéng biét & Surey.”

“0, vi Chiia dirmng cho cdu ndy vao,” anh ta ndi oang oang. “Toi mudn ho trung thurc, nghéo kho va kiéu héinh. Khong bao gitr doi hoi mdt dong ndo tir

chinh quyén, tyr tict kiém dé nudi song ban than. Tin vao mot t6 chirc tai chinh dimg dan. Va tat ca nhirmg dicu ma ching lam la da théng vao mit ho.”

Anh ta ngirng n6i, ¢6 tiéng gi nhu dang xia rang, ‘“Nhiing diéu kiéu nhu thé. C6 lam duoc chi?”

“0, t0i... ¢6 chir. Di nhién roi!” t6i Bip bap.

Oi Chtia oi, t6i nghi khi dat dng nghe xudng, T6i da im gi thé nay?

Nhung gdi da qua tr€ dé toi thay d6i quyét dinh. Nén viéce tiép theo 1 phai thuyét phyc Janice va Martin dé ho nhén I6i xuat hién trén tos The Daily

World. Réc r6i & chd d6 thuc sw ching phai to The Financial Times, dting khong? Hay pho bién nhu to Times. (Nhung dii sao, con t6t hon I t& Thu

Sun - ho s& xuét hi¢n xen giita nhitng c6 ngudi mAu hé ngwe va tim anh chyp trdmmo tit ctia Posh Spice.)

Tuy vay may min thay, ho qué stmg s6t véi viée t0i dang nd I viloi ich cta ho, nén dudng nhur ching méy quan tAm t6i viée toi viét cho béo ndo. Va
khi ho biét s& c6 nhiép anh t6i chup voa budi trura, nhin ho ban han s& nghif ring nit hoang sip ghé tham vay.

“Téc ctia ¢6,” Janice cudng cudng ndi khi soi gurrong, “Ligu ¢6 cd du thoi gian d€ nhd Maureen qua say toc cho khong nhi?”
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“Khong can ddu a. Trong dep rdi m ¢6,” t6i n6i dé tran an ba. “Dursao thi ho cling muon ¢6 chi tréng cang ty nhien thi cang tdt. Chi can i ngui...
binh thurong, hrong thién thdi a.” Toi nhin et qua phong khéch, ¢ tim ra nhing chi tiét im mii long dé dira vao bai béo ctia minh.

Mot tAm buru thiép ky niém con trai ho giri, duoc dit dy hanh dién trén bé 1 su6i sach béng, Nhung s& ching con tiée ky niém nio cho Martin va
Janice Webster trong ndm nay nita.

“C6 phai goi cho Phyllis!” Janice n6i. “Ba ta s& khong tin ni cho ma xem”

“Chi chura timg di linh hay gi 6 a?” T6i hoi Martin mdt céch té nhi. « Hay k... linh ctru hoa? Bét ctr nghé gi kiéu nhur vay. Trude khi chi trd thanh
nhan vién cong ty du lich.”

“Ciing khong hén, cung a,” 6ng Martin cau miy néi. “Trude chi 1 si quan thoi.”
“Véng, phai roi.” T6i ndi, mimg & trong long, Y d6 duoc ddy.”

Martin Webster s& én huy hiéu si quan ma 6ng da rat tir hao deo n6 khi con trai tré. Ong da m viée vt va va cong hién cude doi minh dé phyc vu
ngudi khac. Gio day, khi vé huu, dng nén duge hudng nhitng phan thudng ma 6ng xing dang,

Nhung Iii ban bé tai phiét kia da day ong ra khoi to 4m ctia minh. The Daily World phong van...
“Chi & sao lai tit ca tai liéu cho chau,” Martin n6i. “Tat c4 gidy to. Chi khong biét ligu ching ¢6 ich khong...”
“O, camon chu,” t6i n6i va nhdn déng gidy o tir ong. “Chéu s& doc k§ ching a.”

Khi Martin Webster lrong thién nhan dugc bir thu moi éng thay ddi quyy dau tur tir Flagstaff Life, ong da tin tudng cac quy dau tu biét diéu gi 1 tot nhit
cho dng.

Hai tuéin sau, 6ng phat hién ra ho da Iira Ay ctia ong £20.000 bang nhur nhit duoc cuia troi cho.

“Vo t6i da phat bénh vi tat ca chuyén ndy,” ong noi. “Toi thay rat lo.”

Hirm

“Cb Janice?” t61 bdng ngudc 1én hoi. “Co khoe chir a? Co... khong dm day chir?”

“Thye sy B c6 chit cang thing, cung a.” Ba néi. Nhin t6i qua grong, “Co chua bao gio thiy thoai mai khi chup anh.”

“Than kinh ctia ti suy sup qua,” ba Webster ndi voi giong ngit quing. “T6i chra bao gidy cam thiy bi phan boi nhur thé trong sudt ca cude doi”



“Roi, chau nghi la chdu da c6 du thong tin,” t6i dimg day tat chiéc‘ may ghi Am “C6 1§ chau s& phai viét khic mot chit so véi nhitng gi duoc thu trong
bang - chi dé cau chuyén dat hiéu qua thoi ma. C6 chi khong phién chir a?”

“Di nhién 1 khong rdi!”” Janice n6i. “Chéu cir viét nhitng gi chéu thich, Becky 4. C6 chu tiun chiu ma.”

T6i nhin khudn nit hién hau thin thurong ctia ba va bong nhién thiy quyét tim. Lan nay toi phai doi lai cng Iy mi duoc.

“Vay bay goi chau s¢ lam gi?”” Martin hoi.

“Chia s& di giip va n6i chuyén v6i Flagstaff Life,” t6i néi. “Xem chiing thanh minh nhur thé ndo.”

“Thanh minh gi chir?”” Martin hoi. “Khong c6 161 bién h nao cho nhitng gi ching da lam véi c6 chi ca!”

“Chinh x4c,” t6i cuoi toe toét voi ong,

Long ti tran ngdp vui swong nghet the. Tat ca nhitng viéc toi can am klem duoc mot cau noi tir phia Flagstaff Life, va thé 1 t0i c6 thé viét bai. Toi
khong con nhiéu thoi gian nita: bia viét can duge hoan thanh vao lic hai gid néu mudn ngiy mai nd dugc in. Tai sao cong viée trude kia lai khong thi vi

nhu bay gio nhi?

Toi chop ly diién thoai va quay sb clia Flagstaff - nguoi trye tong dai bao rang tht ca nhimg cau hoi ctia bdo chi s& duoc giai dap ¢ mot noi khac. Co ta
cho t6i mdt s6 dién thoai, trong c6 vé rit quen, t6i cau miy suy nghil mdt 1t rdi bit dau 4n sO.

“Xin chao,” mdt giong n6i diu dang cét kén. “Hang Truyén thong Brandon xin nghe.”

Phai rdi. Bong nhién toi thdy hoi run. Cai tir Brandon khién ti thdy nhur bi mot ¢ troi giang, Toi da quén moi thir vé Luke Brandon. Thure sy m ndi thi
t01 da quén ca quang doi con lai cua to1. Va noi that, t6i cling khong muon nhac dén né nita.

Nhung ma khong sao, t6i dau ¢ ndi chuyén ca nhan véi anh ta diing khong?
“Xin chao!” T6i ndi. “Tdi i Rebecca Bloomwood. O... Toi mudn néi chuyén voi ai d6 vé Flagstaff Life.”

“Dé t6i xem ndo...” du ddy bén kia néi. “Vang, d6 1 khach hang ctia Luke Brandon. Toi s& ndi dién thoai véi trg Iy ciia 6ng dy...” Va tiéng n6i bién miét
trude khi 01 kip n6i didu gl

Oi Chia oi.

Toi khong thé lam duoc viéc nay. Toi khong thé noi chuyén voi Luke Brandon. Toi da ghi cac cau hoi ra & gidy dé trude mit, nhung t0i chi cham chém
vao ching ma khong hé doc. Toi van con nhé sur vige khién t6i b€ miit vao caingdy & Harvey Nichols. Bieu khiing khiep chon sau trong long 61, khi t6i
nghe thay cai giong ra vé bé trén clia han va bong nhién nhan ra han nghi theé nao ve t6i. Chang 1 cai gi ca. Chi la mdt trd choi cho thién ha.

Puoc rdi, minh 6 thé im duge ma, toi tyr trén an. Toi s& t0 ra lanh Ring, tAp trung, dat cau hoi, roi...

“Rebecca!” toi nghe thiy mot giong ndi. “Chi ¢ khoé khong! Alica day.”

“0,” t6i ngac nhién n6i. “ Toi twrong s& ndi chuyén v6i Luke. Chuyén vé Flagstaff Life dy ma.”

“A, vang,” Alica n6i. “Luke Brandon 14 nguoi uon béan ron. Toi dam bao 1a t6i co thé tra 101 bét ctr cau hoi ndo cua chi.”

“0, vay a,” t0i ndi va ngimg lai mdt lic. “Nhung ho khong phai 1 khéch hang ctia chi, ding khong?”

“T6i dam béo trong trudng hop ndy khong ¢6 vin dé gi dau ma,” ¢b ta ndi rdi cudi khiic khich “Chi can biét g nao?”

“Pugc rdi,” t6i n6i va nhin danh sah ciu hoi. “D6 c6 phéi a ké hoach ¢6 chi dich ciia Flagstaff Life khi mdi cc nha du tur tir bo quy ¢6 loi nhuén chi
ngay trude khi ho cong bo tai san trén trdi roi xuong ctia minh khong? Co mot vai ngudi dd mat rat nhiu, chi biet day.”

“Dling...” ¢d ta n6i. “Cam on Camilla, t6i mubn dn mon ca hdi hun khoi véi rau diép.”

“Gi c0?” Toi noi.

“Xin 16i, vang, t6i van dang nghe day,” c6 ta noi. “Toi dang ghi chép thdi ma... Toi e s& phai tra 1i chi sau vay.”

“Cha, t6i dang can cau tra o1 gip,” t6i n6i, va cho ¢6 ta s dién thoai ctia t6i. “Han chét ndp bai ctia toi chi con vai gio nita thoi”

“Toi hiéu roi,” Alicia noi, bong nhién ting ¢0 ta nhur bj bit lai. "Khong, ¢4 hoi hun khdi co. Thoi danh vy, gi Trung Hoa viy. OK.” Su bop nghet lai bién
mat. “Nao Rebecca, chi con cau hoi nao khong? Hay la t6i s€ giri cho chi thong cao bao chi m6i nhat ctia ching t6i. N6 chéc chan s& giai dap duoc bat
cu thac mic nao khac. Hodc chi ¢6 thé fax nhitng cau héi ctia chi.”

“Thoi duge,” toi néi gon 1on. “ROi, t6i s& lam thé vay.” Ri toi dat dién thoai xudng,



T6i nhin cham cham vé phia truée mdt i, yén king trim ngAm Png 1 con bo céi kénh kigu ngu ngde. N6 ching thém coi cu hoi ctia minh ra gi nita.

Liic d6, t6i bong nhan ra rﬁng t61 ludn bi d6i xar nur vay khi goi dién thoai tdi cdc co quan bdo chi. Chura tirng ¢6 ai voi va tra 10i nhirng cau hoi cua t6i,
dung khong? Moi ngudi déu luon bat t6i chd doi, ndi rang ho s€ goi lai cho t6i va chang thém ban timnita. Trudc day t6i hé nhin ra di€u ndy - t6i thich
dugc gitt may hon, va nghe nhac choi bai “Greensleeves”. Trudc kia t6i con chura tirng d€ y xem moi ngudi ¢b coi trong toi.

Nhung hom nay, t6i rat ban tim téi diéu. Hom nay, nhitng gi t6i dang lam thuc sw quan trong va t6i thire sy mu6n duoc coi trong. Bai béo nay hong chi

can mdt ban thong c4o béo chi hay mot dong nhirg con s0. Martin va Janice khong la nhimg vi du chung chung duoc bia ra boi phong marketing nao
d4. Ho 1a nhitng con nguoi thue voi nhitng cude song thyre. Khoan tién d6 da co6 theé khien doi ho hoan toan doi khac.

Toi s& cho Alicia thiy, toi nghii ong day quyét tim Toi s& cho tat ca bon ho thy, ca Luke Brandon nira. Cho ho thy ring, t6i, Rebecca Bloonwood,
khong phai [a mt tro cuoi.

Vi quyét dinh dot ngdt nay, t6i voi [y chiéc méy danh chit ciia bd. Cho vai to gidy, bat may ghi 4m én, hit mot hoi thit siu va bt dau gd.

Hai gio sau, t61 fax mdt bai bao 950 tir cho Eric Foreman.

Ban dang doc truyén Tir Thii Ciia Mot Tin D6 Shopping dwoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.
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Sang hom sau, t6i day lic 6h. Toi biét diéu d6 nghe hoi tham, nhung t6i thiy phén khich nhw mdt dra tré trong ngdy 1 Ging sinh (thwc sw mé n6i thi
nhur chinh t6i trong ngty 1 Gidng sinh vay.)

T6i ndm trén giwong, tir nhi minh phéi ngudi In hon, thoai mai va dimg nghi vé n6 nira — nhung t6i khong thé cudng lai duoc. Dau oc ti tran ngip hinh
anh nhimg chdng bo trén céc sap bao toan qudc. Nhing t& The Daily World duge giao trén bac cira mbi ngdi nha vao sang nay, moi ngudi déu sip
doc bao, ngai ngii, ban khoan khong biét ¢6 nhirng tin gi.

Va ho sép duoc thiy didu gi?

Ho s& thiy tén t6i! Rebecca Bloomwood durgc ding bai trén & The Daily World. Dong chir dAu bai viét ctia mdt to bao phét hanh toan qudc 1an dau
tién s€ ghi tén t6i “Rebecca Bloomwood”. Pieu d6 chiang hay sao? “Cua Rebecca Bloonwood.”

Toi biét bai bdo da dugc in, vi Eric Foreman da dién cho toi chiéu qua va béo toi k tong bién tap rét hai long. Va ho cho déing n6 trén trang méu — nén
burc anh chyp Janice va Martin chic chan s& ¢6 day du mau sac. Chat lugng s& tot ddy. Toi that khong the tin ndi. The Daily World.

Trong khi toi van dang nam, t6i chot nghi, da c6 ca chong nhing t& The Daily World tai cac sap bao quanh déy. Ca mot chong nhig t& bao moi
nguyén, chura hé mo. Va cac quiy béo thurong mo cira lc.... may gio nhi? Sau gio, t6i ¢6 vé da nhé ra. Va by gio la 6h05°. Vi thé theo Iy thuyét thi t6i
da co thé di ra ngoai mua mot 1o ngay néu toi mudn. Toi chi cin ngdi ddy, x6 tam quan 4o, di bd xubng quay béo va mua mot to.

Di nhién 14 t6i s& khong lam thé. Toi dau c6 tuyét vong dén ndi phai lao t6i ngay khi cira hang md, chi dé nhin thiy tén minh. Y 6i 13, ban nghi toi 14 ai
vay? Khong, diéu t6i s& lam 13 thong dong thém mot 1t — c6 & tim 11h hoac trura — mua bao va ngd qua ho hitng rdi sau d6 lai di tir tir vé& nha. Toi ¢6
khi ciing ching thém mua thém td niva. Y t6i I, trude do tén ti ciing da duoc ding rdi ddy chir. Vau ndy ciing ching thim thap gi. Ching can thiét phai
hat ho hay nhay nhot vi nd.

Toi dinh xoay ngudi va ngi tiép. t6i ciing chang hiéu vi sao 164 lai tinh ngt sém nhur vay. Chéc 1 tai mAy con chim hay gi ¢6. Um... nham mit lai, cho céi
201 phong 1én, nghi vé nhitng thir khac... Toi tur hoi toi s€ an gi cho bira sang khi toi tinh lai nhi?

Nhung ma t6i chura bao gios thiy tén minh trén to The Daily World, mt ¥ nghil xuét hién trong dau ti. T6i chua bao gioy duoc thiy tén minh trén mot o
bao toan qubc.

Diéu ndy dang giét t6i. Toi khong thé doi liu hon dugc nita, toi phai xem né thé ndo méi duoc.

T6i ran gay khoi giurdng, méic thém quan 4o, va nhén chén di xubng cau thang, Khi dong cira lai, t6i c6 cam giac y nhur ¢ ghi trong bai hat cua Beatles
khi b6 nha ra di. Khong khi bén ngoai thit d& chiu, trong knh va con dudng hoan toan yén king. Oi, day som that 1a tuygt. The quai nao m t0i lai khong
thurong xuyén thirc day lic 6h nhi. Toi nén lim viée nay hing ngly. Mot cude dibd cho thémkhoe khoan trude bita sang, gidng nhur moi ngudi van
thurong lim & New York. D6t chay hang déng calo va sau d6 vé nha in sang va nap lai ning hrong v6i yén mach va nude cam ép twoi. Tuyét voi. Pay
s& I ché do an mdi cua toi.

Nhung khi t6i t6i khu phd mua sam, tdi lai théty hoi run, khong c6 y nhung toi di chdm dén lai nhur di dua d4m. C6 & t6i s& chi mua cho minh m)t thanh
Mars Bar 16i lai vé nha. Hoac mdt thanh Mint Aero néu ho co.


http://ebookfull.net

T6i tir tir m6 cira va nhin nhé khi nghe tiéng rﬁm‘ Toi thire sw khong mudn moi ngudi chi y sang nay. Ly nhur ai d6 ding sau quay thu tién da doc bai
béo cua t0i va nghi n6 that nham nhi. That 14 t6n tho qua. L& ra t0i khong nén tr¢' thanh nha bao. Toinén la chuyén gia lAm dep, nhur t6i mong muon. Co
khi van chura mudn dau. Toi s€ hoc lai ngh€ va md mot clra hang cta riéng minh...

“Chao chau Becky!”

Toi nhin quanh va ngd it ra vi ngac nhién. Martin Webster dang dimg ¢ quay thu tién, tay cam mot tos The Daily World. “Chi tinh & thirc gidc,” ong

nguong ngling gidi thich, “Va ngh rang chi nén xuong pho xem..”

“Vang” t6i n6i. “Um... chéu ciing vAy.” Toi nhin vai t6 vé hds himg. “Vi diing ndo chéu ciing thirc...”

Toi dan mét vio & bao va bung ti con cao. Toi sdp chét vi sg ddy. Xin hiy giét toi ngay di.

“Thé... n6 thé ndo a?” T6i hoi v6i giong nhur bi nghet th.

“A”, Martin nhin chim chiim vao trang bao nhur thé rat kho n6i. “Bai bao hoanh trang qua!” Ong gié trang bao ra trede mat dé toi xem, va toi gﬁn nhu

b0 nhao. D6 1 bitrc dnh in mau ctia Martin va Janice, dang nhin chong choc vao chiéc méy anh trong rat dau kho, dudi dong tit “DOI VG CHONG BI
FLAGSTAFF LIFE LUA GAT.”

Tay run run, t0i y & bao tir Martin. Mt t6i déo hr6t trang bao t6i cot chir dau tién... Va day rdi... Va ddy rdi “Ciia Rebecca Bloonmwood.” D6 1 tén
161! Do 1a toi!

C6 tiéng ngudi mo cira di vao, ca 2 chii chau cing nhin ra. Va kia 1, toi ngac nhién qua di mat, b toi.

“Of”, dng ndi va ho mot tiéng day nguong nging. “Me con mudn bd mua mdt t, mi ding ndo bd ciing tinh r6...”
“T6i ciing thé,” Martin n6i luon.

“Con ciing vay,” ti noi.

“0,” b6 161 hoi. “Thé bai c6 duoc dang khong con?”

“C6 a,” 101 noi. “N6 ¢6 trong bao ddy a.” Toi lat trang bao ra dé bd xem

“Chia 0i,” b t6i thdt Ién. “Hoanh trang ddy chir, phai khong?”

“Anh rat dep, chau c6 thdy thé khong?”” Martin hio himg néi. “Né lamndi hén lén méy bong hoa trén tim rém”
“Vang, anh rat dep.” Toi ddng tinh.

To6i khong dinh ha thp minh lgﬁng viéc hoi 6ng Ay nghi gi vé bai bao. Néu 6ng mudn khen bai viét cia t6i, thi ong s& tw néi. Néu khong ciing ching sao.
Van dé & chd tdi rat tyr hao ve no.

“Va t6i thiy Janice trong rat dep,” Martin n6i, nit van chim chim nhin vao birc anh.

“Rét dep.” bd t6i dong y. “Di trong 6 hoi budn.”

“Anh thiy khong, nhitg nha chuyén nghiép nay, ho biét lam thé nao dé iy canh sao cho dep”, Martin n6i. “Anh néing chiéu vao ngay ddy, vao ba y.”
“Thé con bai viét clia chau thi sao?” Toi rén ri ddy vé dang throng, “Chi thich chir a2

“A hay Fim,” Martin n6i. “Xin 16i chéu, Becky. CH I& ra nén noi vé n6 trude! Cha van chua doc hét nhung ¢6 vé n6 phin anh rét chan thyre. N6 khién
cht nhur tré thanh mdt nguoi hing vay.” Ong nhan tran. “Mac du chi chua bao gio chién dau ¢ Falklands, chau biet day.”

“A ving,” t6i dap ngay. “Thyre sy n6 ciing khong miy quan trong,”

“Thé con da viét tit ca chd do6 trong ngiy hom qua sao?”” B t6i hoi. “Bang cai mdy danh chit ctia bd.” Ong t6 vé ngac nhién.

“Vang,” t0i ndi ddy tu hdo. “nd rat duge, dung khong a? B da nhin thiy dong chir dau tién chua a? ‘Ctia Rebecca Bloomwood” ddy.”
“Janice s&€ gidt minh cho ma xem,” Martin n6i. “T6i s€ mua 2 t0.”

“T6i s& mua 3,” bd 61 ndi. “Ba con s& thich im déy.”

“Con con s& mua mdt,” t6i n6i. “Hodc 2, ¢6 thé.” Toi 16 mdt ndm tién xu ra va it chung Ién quay thanh toan.

“6 107" ngudi thu tién néi. “C6 chéc chir?”



“T6i can ching cho hd so ciia t6i,” t6i noi. Mt hoi tmg do.

Khi t6i vé t6i nha, me t6i va Janice da dimg doi & cira, nong long dé duroc xem béo.

“Téc t6i!” Janice rén ri ngay khi nhin thiy birc anh. “Trong that khing khiép, ho da m gi v6in6 thé nay?”
“Khong, n6 khong hé xAu dau cung a,” Martin phan ddi. “Trong emdep m.”

“May tAm rém cira nha chi nhin rét dep, Janice a.” Me t6i ndi roi nhin ngang qua vai ba.

“Diing i ching rat dep, phai khong?”” Martin héo hirc néi. “Toi dd bao ma.”

Toi xin chiu thua. T6i c6 mbt gia dinh kiéu gi tl}é ndy, quan tim dén miy cai rém ctra hon 1 nghé Am béo tai chinh danh gia. Dt sao, t6i ciing ching quan
tam. T6i bi dong chir dau bai bao mé hodc mat roi “Cua Rebecca Bloomwood.” “Cuia Rebecca Bloonwood.”

Sau khi moi nguroi ngim nghia bai béo xong, me t6i mdi Janice va Martin vao nha an bita sang con bd t6i di pha vai tach ca phé. Khéng khi trong nha
nhu mot ngay hdi hon la mdt sur kién va moi ngurdi cudi khong ngdm duge mom vao. Toi khong nghi 1a ai d6 trong s6 chiing t6i ¢6 the tin rang Janice va
Martin duge Ién to The Daily World. (Va t6i, di nhién. “Ctia Rebecca Bloonwood.”)

Liic 10h, i chudn di va goi cho Eric Foreman. Ciing 14 I thurong thoi, ban biét ddy. Pé bao cho anh ta 1 t6i d doc.

“Rét tuyét diing khong?” Anh ta hoan hi n6i. “Bién tap vién mudn theo loat bai ndy, nén néu cb ¢ xay ra cau chuyén nio twong tur thi goi t6i nhé. Toi
thich van phong ctia c6. Rat phu hgp voi The Daily World.”

“T6t qua,” t6i n6i day vé hanh dién.
““A nhén tién dy,” anh ta néi thém “C6 cho ti biét thong tin tai khoan ciia 6 luén.”

Toi chot da, tai sao Eric Forerman lai muén biét thong tin tai khoan ciia t6i? Khi that, cha 1& anh ta dinh kiém tra xem tai chinh ctia t6i ¢ 6n khong 42 Anh
ta dinh kiém tra tai khoan ctia t6i chic?

“Dao ndy moi dao dich déu thure hién bang chuyén khoan,” Anh t6i ndi. “400 bang dwoc chir nhi?”

Gico? Anhta gico...

Oi Chia oi, anh ta dinh tra nhuén bt cho t6i. Nhung ma di nhién anh ta phéi lim thé rdi. D6 1 chuyén duong nhién.
“Puoc thdi,” 161 bao. “Khong van dé g, t6i s& chi, ... dura anh s tai khoan thoi ding khong ni?”’

400 bang! Toi simg sot khi tim s6 séc. Qua dot ngdt. Toi thit khong thé tin ndi.

“Tt 16i.” Eric Foreman ndi trong khi ghi lai s6 tai khoan. “Toi s& giri tién vao tai khoan cho ¢6.” Sao d6 anh ta ngimg Ioi. “N6i toi nghe, ¢6 ¢6 thich viét
v¢ nhitng mang chung khong? Nhitng cau chuyén &n khach chang han?”

Toi c6 thich khong u? Anh ta dang dua a?

“Chéic chin rdi,” t6i noi. Khong to ra qua sbc. “Thire té thi... ¢6 I8 toi thich méng d6 hon méng tai chinh.”

“Puoc thdi,” anh ta ndi. “Vay thi t6i s& chit y dén nhing d& tai phit hop vai c6. Nhur i da n6i ddy, t6i nghi ¢ ¢6 vin phong rét hop voi ching toi.”
“Hay qué,” t6i n6i. “Camon anh.”

Toi dat méy xudng, cudi toét miéng, Toi c6 vin phong hop vai to The Daily World. Ha!

Dién thoai lai reo, nhic dng nghe 1én, ban khoan khong biét liéu co phai Eric Foreman dé nghi toi viét vai bai nita khong,

“Xin chao, Rebecca Bloomwood xin nghe,” t6i ndi, giong rat thao viéc.

“Rebecca,” giong cdc 1oc ctia Luke Brandon vang 1én— va tim t6i nhu ngimg dap. “C6 kim on ndi cho t6i biét chuyén quéi gi dang xay ra thé?”
Khi that.

Héin ¢6 vé rét tirc gidn. Trong mot chdc, toi nhur bj té ligt. Hong ti kho rét, tay dim md hoi quanh céi ong nghe. Oi Chia oi. Toi phai noi g day? Toi
phéi néi gi véi hiin day?

Nhung ma khoan da. Téi ¢6 lam gi sai dau.



“To6i khong hiéu anh dang ni gi,” t6i néi cb kéo dai thoi gian. Binh finh ndo, t6i tur nhii. Binh tinh va ctmg rén lén.
“Caind luc phd troong cia ¢ trén td The Daily World,” hén gét Ién. “Cai cau chuyén phién dién, 1ch lac, toan Ia bdinho ctia c6.”
Trong thoang choc t6i bi sé¢ t6i mirc khong ndi duoc gi. Khoe khoang uw? Béi nho u?

“N6 khong hé pho trrong!” cudi clng thi t6i ciing lip bép dugc. “D6 B mot bai viét t0t. Va n6 hoan toan khong hé boi nho ai hét. Toi c6 thé chimg minh
tat ca nhitng dicu toi viet.”

“Toi nghi kiémrg cai mt trai cta cau chuyén la ca mot sy phién phirc dy nhi,” hin cin cau. “Toi nghi ] c6 mai mé viét dong chan ngit, ddy hoa my ctia
cc} nén khong thé lien lac voi Flagstaff Life, yéu cau mdt ban thuong thudt cac su kién. Co tha viet duge mdt cau chuyén hay ho con hon lam hong nd
bang mdt cai nhin toan canh.”

“Toi da cd dé c6 duge thong tin tir phia bén kia ddy chir!” Toi hét Ién tirc gidn. “Toi da goi cho cong ty PR ctia anh hom qua va bao ho t6i dang viét bai
bao nay!”

Tiép d6 1a syr thinh king,

“Co da ndi chuyén voi ai?”” Luke hoi.

“Alicia,” t0i tra 1oi. “T6i d& héi rét 10 ¢6 ta v& chinh sach ciia Flagstaff Life trong viée thay ddi qu, va ¢ ta béo s& goi lai cho toi. Toi d ndi k dang rat
gp”

Luke kho chiu tho dai. “C6 lam cai quai gi vay, noi chuyén voi Alicia? Flagstaff Life Ia khach hang clia t6i, khong phai cua c6 ta.”

“T6i biét! Toi da bao ¢ ta nhur thé! Nhung ¢6 ta néi anh rit ban va c6 ta c6 thé giai quyét cho toi.”

“Thé ¢6 c6 bao véi cd ta 1 c6 dang viét cho The Daily World khong?”

“Khong,” t6i ndi mét do bimg, “Toi khong n6i 16 dang viét cho bao ndo. Nhung t6i s& noi néu co ta hoi. Co ta con khong thém ban tim. C6 ta cho rang
t01 khong thé lam thir gi quan trong.” Khong con biét minh I4 ai nira, t0i gin c6 én. “C6 ta da imto rdi. TAt ca cac nguoi im to rdi. Gior thi anh s& bét
dAu biét ton trong tAt ca moi ngudi, chir khong chi véi nhitng ngwdi ma anh cho 14 quan trong”

Toi ngimg sitng lai, thd hén hénh, va sau d6 1 sy im ling dén diéng nguoi.

“Rebecca,” cudi ciing thi Luke ciing Ién tiéng, “néu chuyén ndy [ vi nhitng gi xay ra giita ching ta hom do - néu chuyén nay chi | mt s tra thi nho
nhen...”

Toi s{ip tirc 16n rudt 1én mét.

““Anh dimg king m t0il” t0i hét én. “Dimg ¢6 bién chuyén ndy tré thinh viée riéng! Chuyén nity 1 v& 2 ngwoi v0 0 da b mdt trong nhimg khéich hang
lon ctia anh lira gat, ngoai ra khong con gi khac. Toi chi ndi sy thure, néu khong co co hoi dé tra 10, thi anh nén trach sy thiéu nag lyc ctia cong ty minh.
Téi Ia dan chuyén nghi€p, t6i da cho cac anh mpi co hdi dé ndi. Moi co hdi. Va néu anh khong biét tan dung thi d6 khong phai 1a 16i cua t61.”

Va, khong dé cho hin néi thém 10i ndo, t0i dap phing dién thoai.

Toi vao bép, hét sirc bang hoang, Nghi vé chuyén toi da timg thich Luke Brandon. V& chuyén toi di chao hin ¢ quan. vé chuyén toi da dé hin cho toi
vay 20 bang. Han chi 1a mdt ké kiéu cang, udn cho minh la trung tdm, mdt ké theo chil nghia s6-vanh.

“Pién thoai kia!” Me t6i noi. “Me nghe nhé?”

C6 thé lai 1 hén Fim chir? Goi lai dé Xin 16i. Hir, hin dung hong nghi rang t6i 1 nguoi d& dang bi thuyét phyc. Toi s¢ kién quyét bao vé timg 10i ti noi.
Va t6i s& n6i voi héin nhur thé. Thire té thi t6i s8 n6i thém ring...

“Cua con déy, Becky,” me t6i noi.

“Vang,” t6i thds o ni va di vé phia chiéc dién thoai. Toi khong hé voi va, t6i khong hé hoang sg. Toi cam thiy hoan toan tyr chil
“Xin chio?”” t6i noi.

“Rebecca? Eric Foreman day.”

“A vang!” toi ngac nhién ndi. “Chao anh!”

“C6 vai thong tin vé bai viét ctia ¢o ddy.”

“A vang?” tdi dap, ¢b to ra binh tinh. Nhung t6i dang thire sy bon chon. Biét dau Luke Brandon d n6i chuyén véi anh ta thi sao?



Oi khi that, t6i da kiém tra hét moi sur viéc i, ding khong nhi?

“T6i vira moi gip bén Morning Coffee qua dién thoai,” anh ta n6i. “C biét ddy, chuong trinh trén tivi &y m? Rory va Emma. Ho rét quan tim t6i cau
chuyén ctia c6 day.”

“Sao co?” ti hoi ngd ngan.

“Ho dang m mdt xéri moi vé finh vue tai chinh, ‘Kiém soat dong tién ctia ban’. Ho thurong moi vai chuyén gia tai chinh hang tuan, khuyén moi ngurdi
xem]amthe nao deé klem soat dugc tién cta ho.’ ’ Eric Forerman ha giong. “Noi thire 1a ho dang hét chuyén dé ndi. Ho da lam vé sy thé chap, thé cira
hang, tién tro cp, tt ca nhitng thi thong thudng roi...”

“Vang,” t0i ndi, ¢ 0 ra tap trung. Nhung khi dan h@éu ra cau chuyén, t6i sitng so. Rory va Emma da doc bai bao cua t6i u? Ding la Rory va Emma
chir? Toi bong tudng turgng ra canh ho dang cting cam mot to bao, tranh nhau doc mdt quan diém thu vi.

Nhung di nhién, t6i thit ngu ngde, phéi khong? Mai nguoi ho s& c6 mot o chir.

“Thé nén, dii sao di nita, ho muén 6 tham dyr chrong trinh vao séng mai,” Eric Foreman noi. “Noi vé vu lira d4o ndy, dé canh bao moi ngudi phai can
than. C6 c6 thay hitng thi vu nay khong? Néu khong, t6i hoan toan c6 the néi voi ho c6 dang rat ban.”

“khong!” toi tra 101 ngay. “Khong, hdly bao ho t6i...” Toi nubt we. “Toi quan tAm.”
Pit dién thoai xudng, t6i thiy long ngit ngdy. Téi sip duoc lén truyén hinh.
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Chuong 19

CHIEC XE CHO TOI t6i truong quay dai truyén hinh vao ding 7h30 sang hom sau. Khi chudng cira reo, bd me va t6i déu nhay cing Ién, du ching toi
da ngdi doi 10 phut trong sur im Bing va hdi hop.

“Nao,” bd néi cut in, liéc dong hd. “Cudi cing thi ho ciing téi.”

Khi t6i ké v6i 6ng vé nhing viée da dugc thu xép, bd t6i cir cho rang xe s& khong dén dén dau va ong s& phai dua t6i dén truong quay. Tham chi t6i
qua 6ng con tim duong di, va goi cho bac Malcolm nh¢ 1am ngudi dy phong. (Thye ra, t6i nghi la dng rat mong doino.)

“Oi, Becky,” me ndi vi giong run run. “Chiic may mn, con yéu.” Me nhin t6i rdi kic dau. “Becky bé nho ctia chiing ta 1én tivi. Me khong thé tin dugc.”
Toi dinh dimg day nhung bd gio tay ra ngin lai

“Bay gid, trude khi con mé cira, Becky.” Ong hoi toi “Con c6 chéic chén khong? V& su mao hiém con dang di mét.” BS nhin me, me dang bam moi.
“Con s& 6n ma!” T6i ndi, ¢d t6 ra cang thoai mai cang tt. “Thuc ra, bd 4, tat ca ching ta s& vurot qua duoc thoi.”

Ti qua, bd da chot nghi rang néu toi xuat hién trén truyén hinh, cai g Ién theo ddi t6i s biét t61 & dau. Luic dAu ong nhit quyét bt toi phai huy moi thir -
va to1 da phai thuyet phuc| bd va me rt Ju ring toi s& tuyét doi an toan khi ¢ trong truong quay dai truyén hinh. Ho tham chi con ban dén chuyén thué vé
si, ban c6 tin n6i khong? Y t6i I3, trong toi s€ nhur thé ndo khi xuét hién voi mdt vé si?

Thi ra, t6i trong s& khé oai va day bi 4n, ding khong? D6 c6 thé 1a mdt y kién hay ddy.

Chudng ctra lai kéu, t6i dimg phét day.

“Vay thi,” bb t6i néi. “Con nhé can than ddy.”

“Con s& can than ma, bd dimg lo!” Toi n6i, xach tii ke, t6i diém tinh bude dén cira, cd khong dé 16 ra si hao hirng ctia minh. Long t6i thiy nhe tira Iong
hong,

Toi khong tin ndi moi thir dién ra sudn sé dén thé. T6i khong chi duge 1n truyén hinh ma moi ngudi con ddi xir it tir té voi t6i. Hom qua toi da thao ludn
rat nhidu véi trg 1y san xuat bén Moming Coffee, d6 qua ki mdt ¢o g rat dé thuong tén 1 Zelda. CHiing t6i da tap duot chinh xac nhitng gi toi s& n6i
trong chuong trinh, sau d6 6 ta sip xép mot chiéc xe dé dira d6n toi — va khi toi bao cd ta toi dang & nha bd me nén khong c6 quéan 4o ndo dimg duoc,
¢6 nghi mdt 14t - rdi ndi toi cd thé chon vai thir trong ti1 ctia ho. y t6i 1, that tuyét phai khong? Chon bét cir bo ndo t6i thich trong ti quén o! C6 khi sau
d6 ho con cho t6i giir chiing Ay chir.

Lic mo ctra ra, t61 g]ét thot ca nguoi. Pang doi t6i 1a mdt ngudi dan 6ng trung nién, bé vé, mic bd dd xanh coc tay va doi mii, ding canh chiéc xe miu
den bong loang, Tai x€ riéng cua t61! Chuyén ndy ngay cang trd nén tha vi day.

“Co Bloomwood diing khong a?”” ngui lai xe hoi.

“Véng,” t6i noi, khong thé khong cudi toe toét. Toi dinh vai chiée tay cAm— nhung anh ta da cdm vao no trude, lich sy md cira xe ra, i dimg nghiém,
doi toi Ién xe. Troi, the nay thi giong y nhu ngdi sao dién anh vay!

T6i quay lai nhin ngdi nha va thiy bb me dang dtmg trén bc cira trude, trong 2 cu ngac nhién dén mire khong thdt nén Ioi.
“Tam biét b6 me!” t61 ndi, cd t6 ra that tw nhién, mic do i luén lAng lang mbi khi durge dixe c6 tai xé riéng. “Hen gap bb me sau!”

“Becky, ¢6 phai chau khong?” ¢ tiéng n6i tir nha bén va Janice xuét hién phia bén kia hang rao trong chiéc 40 choang ngoai. Mit ba md to khi thiy
chiéc xe va liec nhin me t6i, me nhiin vai nhwr ndi rang “To1 biét, thit kho tin phai khong?”

“Chao buoi sang, Janice” bo t6i chao.

“Chao budi sang, Graham,” Janice ndi ddy vé ngac nhién. “6i, Becky! C6 chua timg thdy thir gi nhur thé nay, trong timg Ay ndim troi... Gia nhu Tom cé
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thé thiy chau...” ba nglmg n6i va nhin me t6i, thé anh chj ¢ chyp anh chura?”
“CHua!” me cudng cudng béo. “Chiing t6i quén mét. Graham, nhanh — di iy may anh mau kén.”

“Khoan, doi da, dé toi Ay méy quay!” Janice noi. “S& khong mit qua 2 gidy dau. Ching ta s& quay canh chiéc xe dang tAp vao 16i chinh, Becky s& budc
ra tir cira trude... va 6 18 ching ta c6 thé dimg bai The Four Seasons im nhac nén, va cét ghép voi..

“Thoi al” t6i v0i vang ndi, thoang thiy anh tai x¢ khiic khich cuoi. Vi lai nhin t0i da khd oai va chuyén nghigp roi. “Toi khong c6 thoi gian dé chup anh
dau a. Chau phai dén trudng quay!”

‘U’ nhi,” Janice n6i, bdng nhién trong that lo Eing. “U, chau khong mubn bi tré m.” Ba ban khodn nhin ddng hd, nhur thé so churong trinh da bt dau rdi.
“N6 quay ic 11h dung khong?”

“| 1h churong trinh bt dau,” b n6i. “Dé phong khi.” Ba thé' dai. “Toi s& khong dam di vé sinh ca budi sang mit, chi sg bo 15 n6!”

Toi Ién xe, khong khi yén king déng so. Anh tai xé nhanh chong dong cira xe, sau do di vé phia cira tai xé. Toi 4n nit ha kinh cira s6 xudng va cudi twoi
161 v6i b me.

“Becky, con yéu, sau d6 con s& m gi?”” me t6i hoi. “Vé dy hay vé cin ho?”
Bdng nhién ny cuoi tit ngém, va ti nhin xudng, vo nhur dang nghich van vo céi diéu khién cira sb. Toi khong mubn nghi vé viéc nay.

Thyc ra, t6i con ching thé hinh dung ndi chuyén gi s€ xay ra say do. Tois¢ kn truyen hinh... v d6 1 tit ca nhing gi t6i nghi duoc. Phin doi con lai clia
61 da bi khoa cht trong chiéc hop dit trong dAu va t6i tham chi con khéng mubn nhé 1 ¢6 nd & ddy nia.

“Con... con chua d a,” t6i ndi. “Con s& xem xem thé nao a.”

“Sau d6 ¢6 khi ho s& moi con di an!” bb n6i véi vé day kinh nghiém. “Nhitng chirong trinh kiéu giai tri thé nay thurdng hay moi nhau com trura,”
“Bira trura bia bot.” Janice ndi xen vao 101 cudi.

“O Ivy,” me 161 “D6 14 noi tat ca cac dién vién thuong gip mit, dung khong?”

“Tvy 10i thoi r6i!” b t6i van lai. “Ho s& moi n6 t6i Groucho Club.”

“Groucho Club!” Janice néi, dan tay vao nhau. “Ddy c6 phai noi Kate Moss hay dén?”

Chuyén ndy ngay cang trd nén tirc cuoi.

“Ta nén di thoi,” t6i n6i va anh 14i xe git dau.

“Chiic may nin, con yéu,” b goi véi theo. Toi dong cira s va nga ra sau, chiéc xe nb méy roi khoi 16i 18 vao nha.

Trong chic 1at, ching t6i ngdi trén xe khong néi ndng gi. Toi cir than nhién nhin ra ngoai cira s6 dé xemc0 ai nhin thay t6i ngdi trén chibc xe ¢6 tai xé
riéng hay khong va tu héi toi 1a ai (c6 gai mdi me trén EastEnders, c6 ). Du cho ching t6i dang hrét rat nhanh trén dudng cao toc, trong toi cd 1§ chi
nhu cai bong 1o mo.

“Thé...” mot i sau anh tai x& hoi. “C6 s& xuét hién trén Momning Coffee, ding khong?”

“Vang,” t6i n6i va p tirc cudi it tuoi. Troi, ti phai dimg ngay lai. Toi ddm c4 rang Jeremy Paxman s& khong cudi toe toét mdt cach ngé ngan nhur thé
moi khi ai 6 hoi anh ta rang c¢6 phai anh ta s& xuat hién trén University Challenge hay khong,

“Thé c6 Ién truyén hinh dé 1am gi?”” anh 1ai xe hoi cit ngang dong suy nghif ctia toi.
Toi dinh tra 11 “Dé duoc ndi tiéng va ¢6 thé kiém vai bo quan 4o mién phi,” thi bdng nhdn ra y anh ta 1 gi.

“Mot cau chuyén vé tai chinh,” t6i cham rii ké. “Toi viét mot bai béo trén td The Daily World, va nhitng nha séan xudt da doc n6, ho mubn t6i xuét hién
trong chuong trinh.”

“C6 d4 Ién truyén hinh bao gio chua?”’

“Chura,” t0i bét dic di thira nhan. “Chura, chura bao gio.”

Ching t6i ding lai & vai chd dén do, anh i xe quay lai dé quan sat toi.
“Co s& 6n thoi,” anh ta ndi. “Chi can dimg nghi dén sur so hai.”

“So u?” t61 ndi va phi cuoi. “Toi khong sg. Toi chi... dang mong chd né ma thoi.”



“Vay thi t6t,” anh tai xé noi, quay minh trd lai. “Vay thi c6 s& on thoi. Co mot sb nguol, ho ngéi 1én chiéc ghé sofa d6, nghi réng ho &n, ho thoai mai, ho
sudng ron... sau do khi ho thay anh dén do, va bict c6 téi 2,5 triéu ngudi trén ca mrdc dang xem ho. Thi ho bat dau hoang sg.”

“0,” t61 ngimg mdt e rdi ni. “A... t6i khong gidng ho dau! Toi s& bn ma!”

“Tbt,” nguoi i xe noi.

“T6t,” t6i nhai lai, nhung khong quéa quyét bang, rdi nhin ra ngoai cira so.

Toi s& 6n thoi. Di nhién 1 t6i & on. Trude kia toi chua timg lo Bing, va t6i chiic chin s& khong bat dau...
Hai phdy nim triéu ngui.

Chuia oi. Khi ban nghi v& n6 - ban thiy n6 qua la nhiéy, ding khong? Hai phdy nim triéu ngudi, tit ca déu dang ngdi ¢ nha, nhin chidm chi vao man hinh.
Nhin cham chi vao t6i. Cho xem tdi s€ noi gi tiep theo.

Puoc 16i, dimg nghi v& n6. Piéu quan trong i ctr nghi #én viée t6i da chuén bi k§ ludng nhu thé nao. Toi da tap di tap lai trde gwong ti qua va nhing
gl ma t6i s€ ndi thue t toan 1a hoc thudc ca.

Tét ca déu phai that co ban va dé hiéu, Zelda n6i — vi duong nhur 76% khan gid ctia Morning Coffee 1 céc ba ndi tro dang trong bon tré con méi chip
chirng, 1 nhimg ngudi khong c6 nhicu thoi gian theo ddi, ¢4 ta clr xin 16i méi vé cai goi 1 “hoi chimg don gian hoa” va néi ring mdt chuyén gia tai chinh
nhur t6i chac phai thay that vong vé dicu d6 lim— di nhién, t6i dong y voi ¢d ta.

Nhung thit ra, t6i lai thiy nhe c4 ngudi. Thue sy, ddi véi t6i, cang don gian cang tt. Y 6i 1, viét mdt bai béo cho t& The Daily World voi nhitng ghi
chép ctia toi | mdt chuyén, nhung tra 16i nhitng cau hoi hoc bua trén chwrong trinh truyén hinh tnye tiép 13 mdt chuyén hoan toan khac.

Nén di1 thé ndo, t6i s& bat dau vi cu “Néu ban duge d& nghi ra chon gitta mdt chiée dong hd qua Eic va £20.000, ban s& chon cai nao?” Rory va
Emma s& tra 161, “Di nhién 1 20.000 bang 1Ol va t6i s& noi, “Chinh x4c. 20.000 bang ” Toi s& dung lai mjt teo, dé khan gia nglnénngﬁmcon s do, va
101 toi & n6i, “That khong may, khi Flagstaff Life daé nghi tang khach hang ctia ho mjt chiéc ddng hd qua Fic dé chuyén khoan tién tiét kiém, bén d6 da
khong n6i voi khach hing ring néu am thé, ho s& mit mdt gia tai tri gid £20.000 bang!”

Céch d6 nghe hay déy, ban c6 thiy thé khong? Rory va Emma s& hoi vai cau d€ ot nhur kiéu “Moi ngwoi lim gi dé tur béo vé minh?” con t6i s& dura ra
nhitng cau tra 161 don gian hay tuyét. Va ngay khi két thic, d€ xoa diu, ching t6i s€ ndi vé nhitng thir khac ma ban cé thé mua vdi £20.000 trong tay.

Thire ra, d6 la phén t6i mong doi nhat. Toi da nghi t61 hang dbng chir. Ban c6 biét khong, v6i £20.000 ban ¢6 thé mua duogc nhimg 40 chiéc dong hd
Gucci, va phan con lai s€ ¢t cho mdt cai ti day nhi?

Trudng quay chuong trinh Morning Coffee ¢ Maida Vale, khi ching t6i gAn dén cong, trong n6 gidng nhur trén doan md dau churong trinh, t6i thiy phan
Kkhich v cung, T6i thuc sy sap duoc én tivi 16i.

Nguoi gic cong vay chiing t6i qua thanh chén, ching t6i dimg lai bén ngoai 2 canh cura to ding, va anh tai xé mo cira xe cho t6i. Liic budc xudng, chan
61 kh& run run, nhung t6i ¢6 di tht chimg chac, vao trong khu vire tiép tan, rdi dén chd chiéc ban gidy.

“T6i dén tham gia churong trinh Morning Coffee,” t6i ndi va mim cuoi khi ti chot nhan ra t6i vira m6i n6i gi. “Téi dinh n6i ...”

“Toi hiéu yco ma,” ¢ Ié tan nhe nhang ndi nhung t6 vé thd 0. CH ta tim tén toi trong danh séch, nhén mot nit dién thoai va ndi “Jane a? Rebecca
Bloonmwood dang ¢ day.” Sau do c6 ta chi ddy ghé mem va ndi “S€ c6 nguoi xuong don co ngay.”

Toi di t6i khu vire ghé ngdi rdi ngdi ddi dién véi mit ngudi phu nit trung nién cd mi toc den day, ¢ deo mot chiée vong mau hd phéch rt to. Ba ta
dang cham mot dieu thuoc, va du khong con hit thude nita, t61 bong thay minh cling mudn hit mot dicu.

Khong phéi vi t6i lo ling hay gi ca. Chi don gian I t6i thich hut mot diéu thoi.
“Xin 161 ba,” c6 tiép tan Ién tiéng. “Day 1 khu vire khong duoc hit thube a.”

“Chét tiét,” ngurdi dan ba n6i giong bur tirc. Ba ta rit mdt hoi dai, rdi ddp diéu thube vao mdt cai dia nhd va cudi véi t6i diy bi dn. “C6 1a khach moi ciia
churong trinh 42 Ba ta hoi

“Vang,” toi noi. “ba ciing vy a?”

Ngudi phy nir git dau. “Dén dé gioi thiéu cubn tiéu thuyét moi cta 101, Blood Red Sunset,” ba ta ha thép giong nhur dang hoi hop lo so. “Mot cau chuyén
giat gan vé tinh yéu, tham vong, giét chdc, trong mot thé gidi tan nhin ctia nhing tay rira tién & Nam Mg.”

“O1,” t61 néi. “Nghe n6 that...”

“Pé t6i ting 6 mot quyén,’ " ngudi phu nir ngit 1oi tOl. Ba ta cho tay vao trong tii xach hiéu Mulberry dé bén canh va 16i ra mdt quyén sach déng bia
ctmg c6 mau rat ndi bat. “Nhé nhic ti tén clia ¢6.”



Nhéc ba ta?
“To1 1a Rebecca,” t6i ndi. “Rebecca Bloomwood.”

“Tang Becca,” ngudi phu nit doc to va ki ngoac 1én trang bia. “Véi tinh yu va Iong thirong mén vo bo.” Ba ta ky véo mot phat rdi dira quyén sach cho
tO1.

“Céamon nhiéu...” T6i liéc nhanh bia cudn sach. “Elisabeth.”

Elisabeth Plover. Thuc sy 1a t6i chua bao gio nghe danh ba ta.

“Toi nghii ] c6 dang tur hoi tai sao t6i lai c6 thé biét nhiéu v& mot thé gioi day bao hyc, va hiémnguy nhu thé.” Elisabeth noi. Ba ta nga nguoi vé phia
trurde, nhin t6i chim cham véi d6i niit mau xanh 14 cay to thd 16. “That ra i t6i d3 timg song voi mot tay rira tién trong vong 3 thang Toi da yéu anh ta;
t6i d4 hoc dwoc nhiéu diéu tir anh ta... va sau d6 t6i da phan boi anh ta.” Giong ba ta bé dén thanh tiéng ndi thAm ddy run rdy. “T6i van con nhd anh it
anh ta nhin t6i khi canh s4t 16i anh ta di. Anh ta biét nhitng gi t6i da lam. Anh ta biét t6i chinh 13 mdt Judas Iscariot. Thé ma, that 13 T, t6i lai nghi anh ta

yéu toi vi diéu do.”
“Cha,” t6i n6i, thyc sy thiy 4n turong. “Tat ca chuyén ndy xay ra & Nam My sa0?”
“Brighton,” b ta dimng mdt lic rdi n6i. “Nhung nhiing tén rira tién thi & d4u ciing thé ma thoi.”

“Rebecca?” mt giong ndi cét lén, tru6e khi t9i kip nghi cau trd loi cho y kién vira 10i, ca 2 ching ti nging 1én, va thiy mot co gai voi mai toc dai den
thang, mic quan jeans, va 40 len ¢d lo den, dang rao budc vé phia ching t6i. “Toi i Zelda. Ching ta da n6i chuyén hom qua?”’

“Zelda!” Elisabeth thit én, dimg dy. “Em thé nio rdi, cung oi?” Ba ta dang tay ra va Zelda nhin ba ta chim chim.

“Toi xin 16i,” ¢0 ta ni, “ching ta ¢6...” ¢ ngimg ndi khi nhin théty cubn Blood Red Sunset trén tay toi. “A vang, ding roi. Elisabeth Plover. Mot nha
nghién ctru s& xuong dudi ndy don chi ngay trong gidy lat. Trong lic do, chi hdy di uong ca phé nhé.” C6 ta mim cudi roi quay sang ti. “Rebecca, chi da
san sang chua?”

“R4i!” 161 héo hire ndi, dimg bat dy. (Thue su, t6i thiy rét hanh dién khi Zelda dich than di xudng don o1, Y 6i 1, khong phai ai ¢6 ta ciing xudng
dén.)

“Rat vui duoc gip chi,” Zelda ndi, bét tay 01, “Rét vui khi chi tham gia churong trinh. Bay gio, nhu moi khi, chiing ta hoan toan phén khich — nén néu chi
ddng y, ti nghi Iz chiing toi nén di thing dén chd 1am tdc, trang diém va ching ta ¢6 thé ni chuyén trén dudng di.”

“Tét nhién i duoc,” t6i n6i, ¢d khong t6 ra qua hd hoi. “Y kién hay ddy.”
Lamtoc va trang diém. Viée ndy qué tuyét!

“C6 chit thay ddi trong k& hoach ma t6i can phai thong béo véi chi,” Zelda n6i. “Chi khong phai lo dau... Bella c6 ndi gi khong?” C6 ta hoi ngudi tiép
tan.

C6 tiép tan Fic dAu, va Zelda cau nhau gi d6 kiéu nhur “Con bo c4i dan don.”

“uoe 10i, di thdi,” ¢d ta noi, dan toi 18 sang huong ¢6 2 canh cira day. “Toi nghi 1d hom nay tham chi s& con cudng nhiét hon moi ngiy. Mot trong
nhitng vi khach moi thurdng xuyén khong thé t6i dugc, nén ching toi dang tim phuong an thay thé va c6 chit tryc tric trong nha bép...” C ta ddy cira va
bay gio ching t61 dang di doc m)t day hanh lang trai tham xanh day tiéng ngurdi 6n a0. “Con nita, hom nay ching ta s& c Heaven Sent 7 ddy,” cota
ngoai sang toi n6i. “C6 nghiia 12 tong dai dién thoai hom nay s& bi tic nghén do ngudi him md goi tdi, va ching toi con phai tim mdt phong thay quén o
¢ dii chd cho 7 gi khong 16 nira chir.”

“Phai 61, t1 tho o n6i. Nhung trong 1ong t6i phén khich ot do. Heaven Sent 72 Y t6i ... qua that ho rét ndi tiéng! Va toi sip xuét hién trong cing mdt
chuong trinh véi ho! Toi dinh n6i la — t0i s& duoc gip ho va limmoi thir khéc nita, ding khong nao? C6 khi sau d6 ching tdi s€ ctng di uong nude va
trd thanh nhitng ngurdi ban than thire sy, Ho déu tré hon t6i mot chit, nhung chuyén d6 khong thanh van dé. Toi s€ nhur chi gai cua ho vay.

Hoic ti ¢6 thé di choi voi mdt trong s6 ho! Trdi, ding rdil Anh chang dep trai voi mdi téc den. Nathan. (Hay  Ethan nhi? Tén gi cling duoc.) Sau
chuong trinh anh ta s& quyén ril t6i, bi mt mdi t6i an toi ma khong c6 nhimg nguoi khac di ctng. Ching t6i s€ toi mot nha hang nho, va lic dau c6 the s&
kin d4o va kha de dat, nhung sau d6 cénh nha bao s timra va ching t6i s€ tr¢ thanh mdt trong nhitng céip d6i ndi tiéng luon duge quan tm nhi€u nhat.
Va t61 s€ mac...

“Puoc 10i, ching ta dén noi r6i,” Zelda n6i va t6i chiim chii nhin quanh.

Ching t6i dimg trude cira mot can phong day nhitng guong va deénroi xep thanh hang ngang. Ba nguroi dang ngdi trén ghé trude guong, mic 4o choang

khong tay va duroc miy cd gai vin quan jeans trong rat sanh diéu trang diémy; con mot ngudi dang dugc sy toc. C6 mot chit nhac nén, tiéng néi chuyén
than mét, khong khi co sur hoa quyén giita miii nude xit toc, phan thoa mit va ca phé.

V& co ban d6 chinh [ thién dudng theo dinh nghia cta toi.



“Vay,” Zelda n6i, dan t6i dén gip mdt co gai cd mai toc do. “Chloe s& trang diém cho ¢6, va sau d6 ching toi dua cd t6i ti quan o. Pugc khong?”

“uroc,” 01 ndi, mét m6 to khi nhin vao bd dd trang diém ciia Chloe. C6 hang ty cac chdi co, lo, dng tuyp niim réi rac trén quiy trude it ching toi, tat
ca déu Ia clia cac hing noi tiéng nhur Channel va MAC.

“Bay gid, vé phin ctia ¢6,” Zelda tiép tuc khi t6i ngdi én chiéc ghé xoay. “Nhur t6i da ndi, ching t6i da 4p dung mot thé thirc hoi khéc so v6i nhitng thir
ching ta d ban truée do...”

“Zelda!” mot giong dan ong tir phia ngoai vang Ién. “Bella dang doi ¢o trén dién thoai day!”
“Oi khi that,” Zelda n6i. “Cb thiy ddy, Rebecca, ti phai nghe cudc goi ndy, nhung toi s& quay lai ngay khi t6i c6 thé. Puoc chir?”

“Puoe,” t6i vui vé ndi, trong khi Chloe dang méic cho i chiéc 40 choang khong tay va cudn toc toi ra ding sau bang mdt cai bang vai to ding. Dai dang
phat bai ctia Lenny Kravitz ma t6i yéu thich.

“Toi sé chi lamsach da, phéi may, va trang diém co ban cho chi,” Chloe ndi. “Chi ¢6 thé nhim mit lai...”

T6i nhim m¥t va, sau vai gidy, cam thiy mdt 16p chét long min, mét dang duroc thoa 1én mit. D6 1 cam giac thi vi nhat trén doi. Toi ¢6 thé ngdi ddy ca
ngay.

é,” mot e sau Chloe hoi. “Chi tham dy chirong trinh néi vé chi dé gi?”
“A... tai chinh,” t6i n6i mot cach chung chung. “Mot bai bao vé tai chinh.”
Thure su thi t6i thdy qua thoai méi, t6i ching thé nhé ra dang lim gi & day nita.

“A, phai roi,” Chloe 1n6i, thoa déu kem nén Ién khiip mt toi. “Trude d6 ho ¢6 nhéc vé van dé tai chinh ndo d6.” C6 ta Ay hop danh mit, tron vai miu
v6i nhau, r0i cam mot cay co 1én. “The chi [a chuyén gia tai chinh 4?7

“A,” 01 n6i c6 doi chit ling ting. “Chi biét rdi ddy.”
“0,” Chloe néi, bt dau danh mau Ién mi mét toi. “Toi cha biét gl vé tién nong ca.”

“Toi cling viy!” ¢ ghi c6 mai toc sim mau & bén kia phong phu hoa. “Nhén vién ké toan ciia t0i chiu thua khi ¢6 giai thich tit ca nhimg thir d6 cho toL.
Ngay khi anh ta nhic dén tir “thué hang nam’ | dAu 6c t6i lai do ra.”

Toi dong camtra loi. “Toi cting vay!” va bat d4u tan gau nhitng chuyén ctia con gi — nhung sau d6 d dimg lai dwoc. CHuyén cta Janice va Martin van
con nguyén khién t6i khong the cot nha.

“Chéc cac chi biét nhidu vé cac khoan tai chinh ctia minh hon I céc chi tudng déy,” t6i ndi. “Néu thuc su khong bit.... thi cac chi nén nghe 16i khuyén
ctia ai d6 biét cach.”

“Y chi la mdt chuyén gia tai chinh nhur chi 42” ¢6 gai néi.

To6i cudi lai, ¢d trong that tu tin— nhung tit ca nhimg thir ndi t6i i mot “chuyén gia tai chinh’” dang kim t6i mét hét binh tinh. Gior ddy, t6i co cam gidc
nhur, 6 thé bat cir luc ndo, ai d6 s€ budc vao, hoi t6i mot cau hoi khong the tra 1oi duge ve loi tire trai phicu cia Nam Phi, va sau do s€ to cao t6i 1a con
nu hira dao. Ta on Chua 1a t61 biet chinh xac s€ ndi gi khi durgc phat trén truyén hinh.

“Xin 16i, Rebecca,” Chloe ndi, “t0i phéi cét ngang chi. Gior toi dang nghi dén miu d6 mam x6i dé to moi. Chi thiy thé c6 duge khong?”

Vi tat ca nhitng cude chuyén trd nay, t6i da khong thue sy chiy dén viée ¢6 ta lim gi voi mét t6i. Nhung khi t6i nhin hinh minh trong guong, t0i hoan
toan khong thé tin duge. Mat tdi to qua, va tu nhién t6i lai cd d6i go ma thit tuyét voi.. thurc sy, trong toi nhur mot nguoi khac vay. Tai sao tir trude toi
gio t61 khong trang diém hang ngay nhu thé nay nhi?

“Cha,” t6i thi thao.

“Thit d& dang hon rét nhiéu béi vi chj rét binh tinh,” Chloe ngiim, Vi tay vao trong chiéc vali trang diém mau den. “Bon t0i da gip nhitng ngudi so dén
phéat run. Thim chi c& nhitng ngudi ndi tiéng, Bon t6i chd trang di€mnoi cho ho.”

“Thét 42" t6i ndi va nga ngudi vé phia trude, chyre nghe miy cau chuyén phiém ciia nhirng ngudi trong cude. Nhung giong ni ciia Zelda da cit ngang
cau chuyén ctia ching toi.

“Xin 161, Rebecca!” 6 thdt lén. “Phai rdi, ching ta dang im gi thé nay? Trang diém dep Fim. Thé con toc thi sao?”

“No6 da dugc cét rat dep 101, Chloe néi, cim vai soi toc ctia t6i Ién va lai tha ching xubng, gidng y hét Nicky Clarke trén chuyén myc lim dep. “Toi s&
chi can say tdc cho mém murot thoi.”



“Pugc,” Zelda ndi. “Va sau dé ching ta s& cho cd dy xem tii quan 40.” C ta nhin vao thir g d6 trén chiéc bia kep ho so, rdi ngdi Ién chiéc ghé xoay
canh toi. “Pugc r0i, vy, Rebecca, chiing ta can phai thoa ludn vé phan ctia chi.”

“Tt,” t6i n6i, rat phit hop vai cai giong thao viée ctia ¢6 ta. “O, t6i da chuén bi hét nhu ¢6 mudn. Thue sy don gian va d& hiéu.”

“Ding vay,” Zelda noi. “O, d6 chinh Ia van dé t6i dinh noi. Ching i da ¢6 cudc ndi chuyén tai cudc hop hdm qua, va cd s& thich diéu niy cho ma xem,
1ot cude 1a ching t6i khdng can nd qué don gian.” C6 ta cudi. “Co ¢d the clt ndi vé chuyén mon tuy y co!”

“Ching t6i mubn tranh viée coi thrdng khan gia. Y t6i 14, ho du phai 13 tré nit!” Zelda hoi ha thép giong. “Hon nita hém qua chiing t6i da c6 thém vai
ban dicu tra khan gia m6i, va c6 vé nhur 80% nhitng nguoi xem cam thay bi coi thudng boi mbt s6 hodc tat ca ndi dung cac chuong trinh. V& co ban,
chiing t6i phai sira lai sy doi trong d6. Nén ching t61 da lap ke hoach thay doi hoan toan phén cta chil” C6 ta twoi cuoi voi toi. “Ching t6i nghi 13, thay
vi chi c6 mdt phan phong van don gian, ching ta s€ lam né giong nhu mdt cudc tranh ludn gat gao hon.”

“Mot cude tranh ludn gﬁt £a0?” t01 nhéc lai, ¢b khong t6 ra hoang so nhur t6i dang cam théy.

“Chinh xac!” Zelda néi. “Piéu ma ching t6i mubn chinh I mot cude thao luan s6i ndi! Danh gia bay véo véo, ¢b gan Ién. Dai loai I nhur vay.”

DPanh gia u?

“Thé ¢6 duoc khong?” Zelda néi, nhan niit voi toi. “Trong chi hoi..”

“T6i 5n ma!” Toi b cudi twroi. “Chi ... t6i dang mong chd né ma thdi! Mot cude tranh ludn s6i ndi. Tuyét!” Toi hing giong. “Va... va t6i s& tranh luan
voi ai?”’

“MOot dai dién ctia phia Flagstaff Life,” Zelda hoan hi noi. “Di dau truc tiép voi ké thi. Pidu d6 s& lam nén mot churong trinh truyén hinh hay tuyét!”
‘Zelda!” mit giong ndi tir phia ngoai phong, “Lai 1a Bella!”

“Oi, vi Chi!” Zelda n6i rdi dumg ddy. “Rebecca, t6i s& quay lai trong gidy lat thoi.”

“Puoc ma,” t6i noi. “Lat nita ggp chi.”

“Puge r0i,” Chloe vui vé n6i. “Dé 161 t6 son cho chi trong khi co éy di

Cb ta Ay ra mdt chiéc choi dai va bat dau to moi t61, con tdi thi nhin minh trong gwong, cé t0 ra that binh tinh, ¢b 16 ra khong hoang loan. Nhung ¢d
hong t61 nhu dang bi thit chat lai, mdt khdng thé nuot noi nita. Toi chira bao gio lo lang dén the tir trudc dén gio.

Toi khong thé noi duge gl trong mdt cudc tranh ludn s6i ndi!
Tai sao t6i lai mubn én tivi co chi?
“Rebecca, chi co thé ¢ giir yén mdi duoc khong?” Chloe cau may ndi to vé kho hiéu. “Dong day nhidu qua.”

“Xin 10i,” ti thi thao, nhin vao minh trong gurong, trong toi nhu i mot con thd bi dong bang. C6 ta n6i ding, toan than t6i dang run Iy bay. Oi, Chia o,
chuyén nay thit khong hay chitt nao. Toi phai binh tinh. Nghi dén nhitng di€u vui vé. Nghi dén Thien.

Cb ging gl dén chuyén kivic, t6i tip trung nhin vao hinh minh. Trong tiéng nhac nén t6i nghe thély tiéng Zelda diing ngay hanh lang, n6i chuyén qua dién
thoai voi vé day tirc gian.

“Diing,” t6i ¢6 thé nghe thay tiéng ¢0 ta n6i cc 1oc. “Ping. Nhung van dé i, Bella, ching t0i tré tién cho ¢ Bm trg' 1y | d€ c6 c6 miit. Thé toi phai im
cai quai gi bay gio?” Co ta nhin ra, thay ai do, va vay tay chao. “Pugc roi, Bella, thyc sy t6i thay rang,..”

Mot phy nita téc vang va 2 gi dan dng xuét hign ngoai hinh lang, va Zelda gat dau chio ho céo 16i. Toi khong thiy mit ho, nhung ho déu dang khodc
nhing chiéc 4o choang sang trong va xéch cap da, mot trong hai g dan 6ng dang cam mit cai kep tai liéu dung day giay t6. Chice do khodc cta nguoi
phu ni thye sy kha dep, t61 tham nghii. C6 ta xach chiéc tii hiéu Louis Vuiton that 19ng lay. Toi dang ty hdi co ta la ai.

“Diing,” Zelda n6i. “Piing vay. Vay thi, néu ¢6 ¢6 thé d& xuat mdt chi dé ndo khac cho hop thur truyén hinh...”

Cb ta nhurén Iong méy v6i ngudi phu nit kia, ngwdi phu nit nhin vai va quay mit sang nhin tim ap phich treo trén tudng. Khi c6 ta quay sang, tim toi gin
nhu ngimg dap.

B6i vi t6i dd nhén ra ¢6 ta. D6 1a Alicia. Alicia ctia hing Truyén thong Brandon dang dimg cach t6i chi khoang 5m
Toi nhur chi mudn cuoi vao sur phi ly nay. Co a dang lam gi & ddy vay? Vi Chila, mu quy c4i chan dai Alicia dang lam gi & day vay?

Mot trong 2 gi dan 6ng quay lai dé ndi gi d6 véi ¢d & - va khi t6i nhin thiy mit anh ta, t6i nghi ti ciing da nhn ra anh ta. Anh ta lai i mdt nhan vién ciia



Brandon, ding khong nhi? Lai mit trong nhitng gi tré miing, mét bung ra sita va dy tham vong,
Nhung ho dang lim céi quai gi & day thé? Chuyén gi dang dién ra vay? Chéic chin n khong thé 1a...
Tét ca bon ho khong & ddy vi chuyén...

Khong Oi khong. Bdng nhién t6i thy lanh toat.

“Luke!” giong ctia Zelda tir ngoai hanh lang, va t6i thay thure sur chodng véng... “Rét vui vi anh da dén. Ching t0i lun Ky lam vinh hanh khi anh tham dye
chuong trinh. Anh bict day, t6i khong biét anh dai dién cho Flagstaff Life, cho t6i khi Sandy néi...”

Chuyén nay khong thé xay ra duoc. Lam on néi véi toi rang chuyén ndy dang khong xay ra di.

“C6 phong vién viét bai bao da dén day 161, Zelda noi, “Toi dd noi trude cho ¢b Ay moi viée sdp toi. Toi nghin6 s& mnén mdt chuong trinh truyén
hinh hay tuyét, 2 nguoi s€ cting nhau tranh luén!”

C6 ta bit dau roi khoi hanh lang, qua gwong tdi thiy Alicia va g dan ong tré tudi hiim ho di theo. ROi ngudi dan ong thir 3 khodc 4o choang cling 10
dién. Mic du giat thot nguoi nhung t6i khong the ding lai duge. Toi cham chim déi theo khi hin di ngang qua cira.

Toi bt gip ciip mit sim, nghiém nghi ctia Luke Brandon va hin ciing nhin thiy t6i, va trong vai gidy im lang, ching 61 nhin nhau trin trdi. Sau d6 hén
bat ngo quay mat di va bude ra khoi hanh lang. Gio' chi con lai minh t6i, nhin v6 vong vao hinh anh dau kho cuia minh trong guong.

Y CHINH CHO CUQC PHONG VAN TREN TRUYEN HINH
NHUNG LOI KHUYEN DON GIAN VA DE HIEU VE TAI CHINH
Thich cai nao hon: ddng hd hay 20000 bang? Cau tré 1i hién nhién.
Flagstaff Life lira dao nhitng khach hing ngay tho. Hay d& phong,
Xemnao...

Luon hét strc can than voi tién cta ban.

Khong nén don tht cé tién vao mdt cude dAu tur md nén da dang hoa.
Pumng lam mit tién do so suét.

bung

NHOUNG THU BAN CO THE MUA VOI £20.000

Xe dep, vi du nhu loai BMW c¢6 nhé.
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Chuong 20

Lic 11h25°, t6i dang ngdi trén 1 chiéc ghé boc da, trong phong son mau xanh I cdy. Toi n¥ic vay xanh tim than hiéu Jasper Conran, quén tat va di doi
giy cao got da Ion. Toi thay minh dep hon bao gi hét khi n¥ic nhitng thir trén, lai con trang diém va sdy toc. Nhung t6i chéng thay thich tht chit nao
hét. Tat ca nhimg gi t61 nghi dugc 14 viée trong vong 15 nira, t6i s& phai ngoi tai mot chiée ghS sofa va tranh hran gay git vé van dé tai chinh voi Luke
Brandon truc ti€p trén truyén hinh.

Nghii vé viée d6 khién t6i chi mudn khéc. Hodc cuoi dién dai. Y t6i 1, n6 gidng nhur mdt cau chuyén dila chirdng tai. Luke Brandon chdng lai ti. Luke

Brandon véi chi s6 théng minh xuét ching ctia hin va mdt tri nhé cure ky siéu pham - chdng lai toi. Han s& d& dang thing toi cho ma xem, hin s& dé bep
toi.

“Cung, &n bénh simg bo nhé,” Elisabeth Plover, ngdi d6i dién toi va dang an mdt chiéc banh stmg bo. “Ching thyre sy rét tuyét. Mdi miéng déu giong
nhu mdt tia nang mat troi Provencal.

“Khong, cam on,” t0i n6i. “Toi... toi thire sw khong thiy d6i”

To6i khong hiéu sao ba ta ¢6 thé an duoc. Toi cam thay nhur thé s& ndn bét ctr lic ndo. Lam thé ndo ma moi nguoi ¢6 thé xudt hién trén truyén hinh hing
ngay thé nhi? Fiona Philips da lam dicu d6 nhur thé nao nhi? Bao sao tat ca bon ho lai gay nhur the.

“Tiép theo!” giong Rory tir chiéc min hinh dat & géc phong vang Ién, ca hai chiing t6i déu ngoai d4u lai nhin 1én man hinh dang ¢6 canh hoang hon trén
bai bien. “Sé nhu the nao khi song voi mdt tén gangxto, sau d6 danh lieu moi thir phan bi anh ta? Vi khach moi tiép theo ctia chiing ta da viét mot cuon
ticu thuyet gay chan dong dua trén qua khir tim t6i va day hiém nguy ctia chinh minh...”

*... Ching t0i xin gidi thigu v6i céc ban mdt xéri mdi voi nhimg cude tranh luin ddy séu séc,” giong ctia Emma ndi thém vao. Man hinh doi sang hinh anh
nhing dong bang dang roi xubng nén nha, va tdi bong thay tim minh nhoi kén. “Churong trinh Morning Coffee s& hudng sur chiy t6i mdt vu bé boi tai
chinh, cling 2 chuyén gia hang dau duoc moi dén dé tryc tiép tranh lun.

C6 phai d6 1a t6i khong? Oi Chia o, t6i khong mubn im mot chuyén gia hang dau. Téi chi mudn vé nha xem budi phat lai ciia The Simpsons.

“Nhung trude tién!” Rory vui vé ndi. “Scott Robertson s& im nbi lira trong bép 1én da.”

Man hinh bdng nhién ddi sang hinh anh ctia mbt ngurdi dan ong doi mii bép truong dang cudi rt tuol, vung mot chlec dén han én. T6i cham chi nhin 6ng

ta trong gidy Iat, sau do lai cti gam xubng, siét chit tay trong long, Khong thé tin ndi trong vong 15” nita, t6i s& xuat hién trén man anh. Ngdi trén chiéc
ghé sofa. C6 nghi ra didu g d6 dé noi.

Pé tir lam minh phan tam, t01 da x0in tit cai to- gidy-dang-bo- dl—ay hang nghin An, doc di doc lai nhitng 1i ghi chép cha dang gi cta 6. C6 khino lai
khong qua & ddu, t6i b hy vong, khi it t6i dao di dao lai van miy cdu cii mémd6. C6 khi toi danglo ling chéng vi cai gi. CO thé ching t6i s& chi giit
moi chuyén & mirc nhiing cudc tro chuyén than mat thoi. Gilt chiing & mirc don gian va than thién. Rt cude thi...

“Xin chao, Rebecca,” mit giong ndi tir phia ctra. Toi tir tir nhin Ién, tim nhur nglrng ddp. Luke Brandon dang ding & ctra. Hin mic mdt bd vest toi miu
sang trong, toc bong loang, va khudn nit thi rang ngdi vi trang diém. Vé niit ciia hidn chang biéu 16 ti chut than thién ndo ca. Ham ngam chat, cap mét
nhin day nghiém nghi va lanh king, Caip mét d6 nhin t6i khong chdp.

Trong vai gidy ching toi tran trbi nhin nhau ma khong ndi gi. Toi c6 thé tir nghe thiy tiéng tim dang dap. Bén dudi 16p trang diém, mt t6i nong ran kén.
Lay hét can dam, t6i co noi that binh tinh, “Xin chao,Luke.”

C6 mot sy yén king dén la ling khi hdn budc vao cin phong, Tham chi Elisabeth Plover con to ra thich thi v6i hin.

““Toi bit khudn mit do,” ba ta ni, ngd nguoi vé déing trude. “Toi biét md. Anh a dién vién, ding khong? Nhimg v kich ciia Shakespeare, diing roi. Toi
chac 1a t6i da nhin thay anh trong v& Lear cach day 3 nAim”

“To1 khong nghi the,” khdng ndi cdc 1oc.

“ANh n6i dimg!” Blisabeth n6i, dap tay xudng béan. “D6 B vér Hamlet. Toi nh6 10 ma. NGi dau tuyét vong, 19i 103, bi kich cudi cing...” Ba ta Fic dau to vé
thuong cam “T6i khong bao gio co thé quén giong n6i d6 ctia anh. Ting 161 nhur vét thurong bi cira vay.”
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“Toi iy lam tiéc khi nghe diéu d6,” Luke noi, va nhin t6i. “Rebecca...”

“Luke, day 1 nhimg s liu cudi cing, ”Alicia cit ngang, di voi vao phong va dura cho héin mdt to gidy. “Xin chio, Rebecca,” ¢ ta chen thém vio, nhin
t6i canh khoé. “Chuan bi k§ r6i chir?”

“Vang, thue ra t6i da chudn bi k§ roi,” t6i n6i, vo nat t&r gidy trong long ban tay. “Rét k3.

“Rat mimg khi biét vay,” Alicia néi, nhurén 1ong méy. “Tot hon hét né nén 1 mdt cudc tranh luan thi vi.”
“Dung vdy,” t6i buéng binh n6i. “Cure ky thi vi.”

Chua oi, ¢6 ta dung [a mdt con bo céi.

“T6i vira n6i chuyén dién thoai voi John bén Flagstaff” Alicia n6i nho véi Luke. “Ong ta rat muén anh d& cap dén Chuong trinh Tiét kiém Tuong lai moi.
Di nhién, t6i da bao ongta...”

“Déy | viéc 1im dé han ché nhitng thiét hai,” Luke noi coc 16¢. “Chir khong phai B mdt trd cdy thémnoi dmg‘chét tit. Han ta qua la may mén néu
hén...” Han liéc nhin t6i, t6i quay mét di nhur theé khong quan tdm téi nhiing gi han ndi. Bat chot t6i nhin dong ho va phat sg khi thiy gio. 10 phit. Chi con
10 phtt nita thoi.

“Puge 161, Zelda bude vao trong phong, “Elisabeth, ching toi da sin sang,”

“Tuyét voi,” Elisabeth n6i, ¢6 an nit miéng banh stmg bo. “Bay gio, trong toi rét on, ding khong?” Ba ta dimg 1én va mot dng vun banh roi khoi vay.

“Téc chi co mdt miu banh stmg bo kia,” Zelda vira ndi vira g n6 ra. “Ngoai diéu d6 ra — t6i c6 thé néi gi nhi?” C ta bt gip anh it clia toi va toi thi
muon cuoi bict chirng nao.

“Luke!” mdt gd mit non choet lao vao voi chiée di dong, “John Bareson dang chd anh trén dién thoai. Hai gbi buu kién da toi...”

“Cémon, Tim” Alicia ni, nhan iy g6i buu kién va xé toac ching ra. C6 ta 16i ra mot déng gidy t0, bét diu doc thit nhanh, dnh diu kha nhidu chd
béng bt chi. Trong ltc 6, Tim ngdi xudng, bt chiéc miy tinh xch tay va bét déu go.

“Vang, John, t6i hiéu y ctia 6ng,” Luke néi véi giong nho, cing thing, “Nhung néu ong thong bao cho t6i sém hon...”

“Tim,” Alicia nhin sang, “Anh c¢6 thé kiém tra nhanh ban théng ké vé Tro cip Bao hiém ctia Flagstaff Life trong subt ba, nim, va mudi thang vira qua
dugc khong?”

“Puoc chir,” Timnéi, va bt dau gd méy tinh.

“Tim,” Luke vira n6i dién thoai vira nhin sang. “C#u c6 thé in cho t6i mdt ban nhap théng cao bao chi ctia Chirong trinh Tiét kiém Turong lai Flagstaff
cang som cang tot chir? Camon.”

Toi that khong thé tin ndi nhitng gi dang thiy nita. Ho gan nhu da lp hin mdt vin phong trong can phong mau xanh l cdy ctia Morning Coffee. Mot van
phong ctia nhan vién hang Truyén thong Brandon voi may tinh va modem va dién thoai... chong lai t6i - voi mdt to gidy da bi vo nat.

Khi nhin chiéc may tinh ctia Tim dang hwdt qua cac trang dit lidu, va Alicia dwa méy o gidy cho Luke, mit cam giéc thua cube dang dan xam chiém toi.
Y t6i 13, hdly chap nhan di. T6i s€ khong bao gio danh bai duge cai bon nay diing khong? Téi con khong c6 ndi mot co hdi. Co khi t6i nén bo cude thoi.
Bao voi ho 1a t6i om hay gi d6. Chay vé nha va chui vao chiéc chan 1ong vit cua toi.

“Puoe 1di, moi ngudi?” Zelda noi, thd dau vao tir phia cira. “Lén hinh trong 7 pht nita.”

“DPuoce,” Luke ndi.

“Puoc,” t6i nhic lai véi giong run run.

“A, Rebecca c6 mot buu kién cho ¢d,” Zelda n6i. C6 ta di vao, dua cho t6i mot chiée hdp to, hinh vudng, “Toi s& quay lai ngay.”

“Cémon, Zekda,” t6i ngac nhién ni, nhur dugc kén tinh thén, t6i bit du md chiée hp. Toi khong biét n6 | cai gi hay ai giri — nhung hiin phai | c4i gi d6
hiru ich, dt'mg khong nao? Mot thong tin déc biét phit chét, ¢ thé Eric querrpn gri. Mot bicu do, hodc mdt loat nhitng s6 li¢u ma t6i cé theé dua ra vao
g0 phut quyét dinh. Hodc mdt vai tai liéu bi mit nao d6 ma Luke khong hé biet.

Toi liéc nhin va thiy tit c4 ngudi ctia Brandon da dimg viée ctia ho dang lam, quan sat t6i. Thé dy, rdi ho s& thiy. Bon ho khong phai i nhitng nguoi

duy nhét nhin dugc buu kién chuyén t6i cain phong méu xanh 4 cdy ndy. Bon ho khong phii k nhirng nguoi duy nhat c6 tai ligu tham khéo. Cudi cing
t6i cling boc duge 16p bang dinh va md nap hdp ra.

Trong khi tt c4 moi ngudi van dang nhin, mbt qua bong bay méu do rat to in chir CHUC MAY MAN, bay Ién trén trin nhd. C6 mot tim thiép budc &
day, t6i md né ra va khdng quan tAm dén nhitng ngudi xung quanh.



Ngay lic d6 t61 wéc gi minh dirng lam vay.
“Chtic ban may nin, chiic ban may niin, di ban sip lim gi di ching nita,” mot giong hat nho vang Ién tir tim thiép.

Toi dong sap céi thiép lai va thay xau hd khimg khiép. Tir phia bén kia cén phong t6i co thé nghe thiy nhitng tiéng cuoi khdy, khi t6i nhin sang thiy Alicia
dang cudi khoai tra. C6 ta thdm thi gi d6 voi Luke, mdt nu cudi xuét hién trén mét hin.

Han dang cuoi vao mit toi. Tét ca bon ho dang cudi Rebecca Bloomwood va qua bong bay biét ht ctia ¢6 Ay. Trong gidy 1at, t0i khong thé cir dong
1ndi vi xAu ho. T6i the hon hénh; chira bao gios toi thiy minh khong hé giong mot chuyén gia nhur ic nay.

O phia bén kia phong, t0i thiy Alicia thi thim vai 101 binh IuAn x4u xa va con cudi nita. Trong long t6i dang mét dan binh tinh. Nguyén réia nhitng nguoi
kia, t61 tham nghi. Nguyén ria ca bon ho. Du sao chang nita, c6 khi ho lai ghen ti. Ho wdc rang ho ciling c6 bong bay.

Toi cb mo lai tim thiép dé doc 1i chuc.

“Dur cho troi mura hay ndng, ching ti biét rang ban s& on thoi,” giong hat trong tm thiép lai vang lén. “Hay ngng cao dau, nging that cao - diéu quan
trong la ban da co gang.”

Giri toi Becky, t6i doc. Vi tinh yéu thuong va sur gitip do ot bung ciia chau. C6 chi rét tir hdo vi duge quen chéu. Tir nhitng ngudi ban ciia chau,
Janice va Martin.

T6i nhin chiam cham vao tAm thiép, doc di doc lai timg chi¥, va rom rém nurée mit. Janice va Martin qué 1 nhimg ngudi ban tuyét voi trong timg 4y nam
qua. Ho udn doi cur tot vai t61, du cho t61 da tang ho mot 101 khuyén tai hai. T6i ng ho dieu ndy. Va t6i khong dinh dé ho phai that vong dau.

T6i chép mét vai cai, hit mdt hoi tht sau, nhin sang phia Luke Brandon va thiy han dang nhin t6i, mt t5i sam, vo cam.
“Nhitng nguoi ban ciia t6i, ti vui vé néi. “Gri toi nhirng 1oi chiic tt dep Ay ma.”

Toi can than dt tim thiép én chiéc ban ca phé, van mo nguyén dé n6 tiép tuc phét nhac, sau dé kéo qua bong bay tir trin nha xudng, bude vao sau ghé
clia toi.

“Puoc 101, giong Zelda tir phia ngoai ctra. “Luke va Rebecca. Hai ngudi sin sang chua?”
“Chua bao gioy san sang hon,” ti binh tinh ndi va di ngang qua Luke ra phia cira.
Ban dang doc truyén Tu Thii Cuia Mot Tin bo Shopping dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 21

KHI CHUNG TOI BI DOC HANG LANG t6i truong quay, ca Luke va t6i chiing ai n6i cau ndo. Toi iéc nhin hiin I r& - vé mit hiin trong con lanh
ing hon ¢ khi trude.

Thé thi dugc thoi. Toi t6i ciing ¢6 thé t6 ra ctmg rén va lanh king. Toi hit cam nhin mdt cach dut khoat, bat dau sai chén dai hon, bat chude Alexis
Carrington trong Dynasty.

“Thé, hai nguoi da biét nhau chura?” Zelda hoi khi di giira hai ching toi.
“Ching t6i ¢6 biét, ciing tinh ¢ thoi,” Luke tra 1oi cut lim.

“Trong mdt vu kinh doanh,” t6i néi cut lim khong kém. “Luke luon c6 ging gidi thiéu vai san phdm tai chinh ndo d6. Va toi luén ¢b dé tranh nhitng cude
goicta anhta.”

Zelda cuoi tan thudng va t6i thiy mét Luke anh én sur tire gidn. Nhung ti thue sur ching quan tam. Toi khong quan tim héin tirc gian nhur thé ndo. Thie
t€, han cang tirc t6i cang thay vui.

“Thé - Luke, chéic hédn anh khong vui vé v& bai bao ciia Rebecca trén t The Dily World,” Zelda noi.
“T6i khong hai dng,” Luke ndi. “V& bt cir phdn ndo trong bai bao d6,” hén ha giong ndi thém vao.

Thé 6 nghia a thé ndo? Toi quay sang va théit ngac nhién khi héin nhin t0i voi vé mit rét nghiém tic. Gan nhur xin 18i vy. Hirm. Lai mdt trd di ngoai cil
rich ddy ma. Lam cho doi thir miii long, sau d6 tan cong dé ha guc doi thi. Nhurng t6i khong bi kira dau.
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“Anh ta goi cho t0i dé phan nan,” t6i n6i vui voi Zelda. “Khong chiu durgc sy that phai khong Luke? Khong chiu duoc nhitng diéu thire chit dang sau vé
hao nhoang cuia trd quang céo phai khong?”

Hiin im ing v t0i lai liéc nhin hén. Bay gios trong héin thye sur rét tirc gidn, trong gidy philt so hai t6i da nghi réng héin c6 thé sép dénh t0i. Mt sam lai,
han n6i voi giong lanh king bang gia, “Hay chi di dén cai truong quay chét tiét do, giai quyét chuyén nay, duoc chir?”

Zelda nhudng Iong may voi t0i va 6 cudi toe toét dap lai. Phai thé moi dung ch.

“Puoc 10i,” Zelda néi khi ching t6i dén chd hai canh ctra ddy. “Pén noi r6i. Hay n6i nho khi ta nhé.”

Cd ta md cira va dan ching 01 vao, trong phut chbc nhig cir chi day dit khoat cia toi khong con nira. Toan than t6i tl,léy run s, nhu Laura Dern
trong Cong vien ky Juras khi lan dau trong thiy nhirng con khiing long. Boi vi cam gide do6 giong hét ¢ ddy, trong cude song doi thue nay. Trirdng quay
truc ti€p ctiia Morning Coffee. Vi chiec ghe sofa, nhitng cia cay va moi thir, tat cd déu bong loang 1én nhd nhitng chiéc dén sang nhat ma t6i tirng thay
trong doi.

Chuyén nay thire khong c6 that. Pa hang bao nhiéu in t6i ngdi trong ndy xem tivi? Con bay gios toi thire sur sép tré thanh mot phén trong do roi.

“Chung ta con it phut trrde khi quang céo giita gitr,” Zelda dan ching t6i bang qua san, qua mdt dong day cap dan xen lan nhau. “Rory va Emma van
dang 6 voi Elisabeth trong truong quay.”

Cb ta chi chd cho ching t6i ngdi vé hai phia d6i dién ciia chiéc ban ca phé, toi thaanjtrongj ng01 xubng. Chiéc ghé sofa ctmg hon toi nghi, va ¢6 phén...
khéc hian. Moi thir déu khac. Nhimng cai cdy trong ¢6 v to hon trén min anh, con chiéc ban uong ca phé lai nho hon. Chia oi, chuyén nay that la.
Nhitng chiéc dén chiéu thing vao mit khién t6i cha nhin thiy gi, va t6 khong chéic lam thé ndo dé c6 thé ngdi duoc. Mot co gai bude dén ludn mdt chiée
day micro dudi 4o 61 va gimnod vao ve do. Toi ling ting do tay 1én hat toc ve sau, va lap tirc Zelda voi budc dén.

“C dimg ctr dong nhéu, duoc khong, Rebecca?” Co ta noi. “Ching t6i khong mudn nghe thiy mdt trang nhiing tiéng lao xao.”

“Puge,” t6i nbi. “Xin 161.”

Tur nhién giong t6i nhur ¢6 van dé. Téi thiy nhur dang c6 mot miéng bong tic & ¢d hong. Téi liée nhin chiéc may quay gin d6 khi thiy n6 dang tip trung
V€ phia toi.

“Dugc 10i, Rebecea,” Zelda nhanh chong tién dén chd 61, “mdt nguyén tic vang nita 1 — khong nhin vio méy quay duoc chir? Cir t6 ra that tir nhién!”
“Duoc,” t6i ndi giong khan khan,

Toi t ra tur nhién. Pon gian dy ma.

“Ba muroi gidy nira i dén ban tin,” ¢ ta nhin dong hd. “Moi thir déu 6n chir, Luke?”

“On,” Luke lanh king n6i. Han dang ngdi trén chiéc ghé sofa nhur thé da ngdi & d6 ca doi. Rét tiéu biéu.

Téi loay hoay trén’ghé, o ling kéo lai vat vay, va Vu6t thing 40 khac ngoai. Nguoi ta Juén n6i rang truyén hinh s& lamban tang Ién ca chuc can, nghia la
chan t6i trong s¢€ rat to. Co I t6i nén vat chan theo kicu khac. Hay Ia khong vat chan nhi? Nhung cé khi nhur thé trong ching con to hon.

“Xin chao!”mot giong the thé tir bén kia phong thu hinh vong sang, trude khi t6i ¢ thé ra quyét dinh. D6 la Emma March bang xwrong bang thit. C6 ta
dang niic mdt bd vest mau hong va  dang bude voi vé phia ghé sofa, dingay saudo ]a Rory, trong camanh ta tham chi con vudng hon binh thudng. Chia
oi, cam giac that 1a ky la khi nhin thy nhitng ngudi ndi tiéng & khoang cach gin nhur thé nay. Trong ho ctr nhur khong thét thé nio ay.

“Xin chio!”” Emna vui vé ndi, ngdi én chiéc ghé. “Vay anh chi lam trong finh wure tai chinh, diing khong? Troi, t6i mudn di vé sinh qua” C6 ta nhan mét vi
anh dén. “Phan nay dién ra trong bao Jau ha Zelda?”

“Xin chio!” Rory ni va bit tay toi. “Roberta.”

“Rebecca chir!” Emma vira ni vira dua mét nhin t0i vé thong cam. “Phai noi thit 1a anh ta hét thude chira rdi” Co ta cya quay trén sofa. “Troi, t6i thure
su phai di day.”

“Bay gir thi mudn rdi,” Rory noi.

“Nhung ché'ing phai ctr nhin thi khong t6t cho ste khoe sao?” Er~nma cau Irﬁy lo ]é.ng “C6 lAn minh nhan duqq mdt cude dién thoai xin tu vAn vé vu nay,
dung khong nhi? C6 gai ky quac da goi dién do6 chi di v¢ sinh mdi ngay mdt lan, va bac s§ James néi 1a... ong ay ndi gi nhi?”
“Toi khong biét,” Rory vui ve noi. “Toi ching bao gio nhG nhitng cude goi nhur vAy. Bay gid t6i mudn nhéic chi, Rebecca” anh ta quay sang phia toi, “t6i

ching thé ndo theo dugc méy thir tai chinh ndy. Qué cao siéu voi t6i.”” Anh ta cui it voi toi va t6i mim cudi dap lai.

“Muoi gidy nifa,” Zelda goi tir phia dt miy quay va bong t0i théy run. Qua loa phong thanh, t6i c6 thé nghe thiy nhac dao ctia chirong trinh Morning
Cofte, bao hiéu da két thic phan quang cao giita gio.



“Ai s& bat ddu day?” Emma hoi, liéc nhin vio chiéc may phong dai chit. “Oi, t6i.”

Va bét dau rdi. Toi ngap chim trong ndi s¢' hi. Toi khong biét nén nhin vio dau nita, khong biét khi ndo nén ndi. Chan ti dnag run kén con tay thi siét
chat trong long, Anh sang lam l6a mat t6i; chiec may quay bén trai dang hurdng vé phia 61, nhung t6i phai ¢ 10 n6 di.

“Chao mimg quy vi d3 quay tr6 lai” Emma hudng vé phia man hinh. “Bay gior ban s& thich c4i ndo hon? Mot chiéc dong hd qua lic hay £20.000?”
Cai gi? Toi thye sur sdc. D6 I cau héi chia toi. DO 1 nhimg gi t6i dinh n6i.

“Cau tra 101 d3 qué 16 rang, phai khong?” Emma tiép tuc. “Tt ca ching ta déu thich £20.000 hon.”

“Chic chin rdil” Rory xen vao véi mot nu cudi tuoi.

“Nhung gin day, khi mot vai nha déu tur ctia Flagstaff nhin duoc thu moi ho chuyén khoan tiét kiém,” Emma noi, ¢ ta bong nhién nghiém mit, “ho da
khong nhén ra rang néu ho lim vy, ho s& mét di mdt khoan tién tr01 cho tri gid £20.000. Rebecca Bloomwood 1a mdt phong vién da kham pha ra
chuyén nay — Rebecca, c6 c¢6 nghi rang chiéu lira déo nay da cii rdi khong?”

BAng nhién tit ca moi ngudi déu nhin t6i, doi cau tra 1oi. Chiéc méay quay chia vé phia t6i, ca trudng quay im king,
Hai phiy ndm triéu nguoi, tt ca dang xem & nha.

T6i khong thd ndi.

“C6 6 nghi ring céc nha dau tw can phéi can than?” Emma goi y.

“Véng,” t6i n6i vi giong lanh ling va diy chung chung, “Véng, t0i nghf ching ta nén can than.”

“Luke Brandon, anh dai dién cho bén Flagstaff Life,” Emma quay sang, “Anh c6 ngh...”

Chét tiét, t0i dau kho nghi. That bét cong. Bat cong. Giong toi im sao thé ndy, vi Chia? Chuyén gi xdy ra voi nhimg cau tra 1bi da dugc chudn bj ctia toi
thé khong biét?

Bay gioy, t6i tham chi con khong nghe duoc cau tré 1 ctia Luke. C 1én ndo, Rebecca. Tap trung vao.

“Nhiing gi cac banj phai nho,” Luke n6i troi chay, “la khong ai co quyén duoc huong mot khoan troi cho. Day khong phai la mt vu ira dao!” Hin cudi
VoI Emm “‘Duon gian chi 1a mf)t vai nha dau tu tién thi it ma lai qua tham lam. Ho tin rang da bo 16 mdt co hdi — nén ho ¢6 tinh théu dét nén chuyén
khong tot ve cong ty. Trong khi ay, ¢ hang nghin nguoi dugc loi tr Flagstaff Life.”

Gi co. Hin dang n6i g co?

“T6i hiéw,” Emma gat dau néi. “Thé, Luke, anh ¢ dong y rang...”

“Khoan da!” Toi ngit Ioi. “Hay... Hay khoan d4. Anh Brandon, c6 phai anh vira bao cac nha dau tur 1 qua tham lam?”

“Khong phéi tat ca,” Luke néi, “Ma 1 mot vai thdi, ding vay.”

T6i nhin hin dAy hoai nghi, t6i thay minh nhur bi kién kra d6t vi gian dir. Hinh anh ctia Janice va Martin xuét hién trong d4u t6i — nhimg ngudi tot bung
nhat, it tham lam nhat trén doi nay — va trong phut choc 61 thure sy rat tire gidn. Toi khong thé ndi gi.

“Thye su, da s nhimg nha d4u tu clia Flagstaff Life d4 xem ban thong ké sb sach trong vong nam nam qua,” Luke tiép tuc ndi véi Emma, cd ta git dau
ve hiu bict. “Va do 1a nhirng gi ho can phai bict. Mot sur dau tir chat luong cao. Khong phai l nhitng khoan troi cho nhit thoi. Sau cing, Flagstaff Life
duoc thanh I8p véi myc dich cung cap...”

“Xin 18i néu t6i sai, Luke” t6i cit ngang, c6 ndi that binh finh. *Xin 16i néu t0i n6i sai — nhung ti tin réing — nhung t6i tin réng Flagstaff Life dwoc thanh p
v6i myc dich I mjt cong ty chung ctia nhicu ngudi ding khong? Viloi ich chung cua tat ca céc thanh vién trong d6. Khong phai d¢ lam loiwcj cho mot
0 nguoi ma lam mat di lgi ich ctia nhitng nguoi khac.”

“Chinh xac,” Luke tra 11 khong thém chop mét. “Nhung khong cho phép mbi nha dau tur ¢ quyén hudng £20.000 tir trén troi roi xudng ding khong?”
“C6 thé khong,” t6i noi, coa giong hon mt ti. “Nhung chic chin nd cho phép ho tin ring s& khong bi lira boi chinh cong ty ma ho da giri tién trong vong
muwoif lim ném ding khong? Janice va Martin Webster da tin trong Flagstaff Life. Ho da tin vao 161 khuyén ho nhan duoc. Hay nhin xem su tin tuong
d6 da khién ho nhur thé nao?”

“Péu tur 3 mdt trd may ri,” Luke 6n ton néi “Doi khi ban thing...”

“D6 khong phai la may rui!” t6i phat khoc vi tire giéin. “Di nhién khong phai la may rii! C6 phai anh dang dinh noi ring d6 hoan toan A mdt syr tring hop
ngau nhién, khi ho duoc khuyén thay d6i quiy hai tuan trude khi ¢ thong bao vé khoan tién troi cho do, ding khong?”



“Khéch hang cua t6i chi don gidn dua ra nhitng loi dé nghi sdn c6 ma ho tin ring sé tang thém gi tri cho danh muc dau tur ciia khach hang ctia ho” Luke
cuoi guong, “Ho da dan bao voi t6i 13 ho chi muon lam lgi cho khach hang ma théi. Ho da dambao véi toi la...”

“V4y thi anh dang néi o khéch hing cita anh thiéu néing hye phai khong?” Téi hoi vin lai. “Anh néi  ho ¢6 nhitng myc dich t6t — nhung lai m hong moi
tht?”

Cip mit ctia Luke 4nh Ién s tirc gidn con t6i lai thdy vui mimg,
“Toi khong thiy 1a...”
“Piing, ching ta ¢6 thé tranh luAn ca ngdy ciing dwoc!” Emma ndi, hoi nhiic nhich trén ghé. “Nhung hily chuyén qua mot chut vé...”

“Thoi nao, Luke,” toi cét ngang 1oi Emma. “Théi nao,. Anh khong thé ¢6 c4 hai dugc.” Toi nga ngudi vé phia trude, danh d4u kén ban tay. “Hoac |
F]agstaﬁ Llfe yeu kém, hodic dang c6 khoi phéi miét tién. DU 1 c4i ndo, ho déu sai ca. Gia dinh Webster I nhimg nguoi khach trung thanh va phai duoc
huréng s6 tién dy. Theo t6i, Flagstaff Life d ¢ tinh khuyén khich ho rut khoi quy loi tirc dé ngin ho nhan duoc khoan tién kia. Y t6i 1, da qua 16 rang,
dung khong?”

T6i nhin quanh tim kiém sy #ong tinh va thiy Rory dang ngy ngudi nhin toi.
“Tét ca diéu ndy déu c6 vé qua chuyén mon di vai toi,” anh ta cudi ndi. “Hoi kho hiéu.”

“Thoi dugc, dé t6i giai thich theo mot cach khac.” Toi néi nhanh. “Hay...” Toi nhdm mit lai iy cam himg, “Hay... gia str | t6i dang ¢ trong ctra hing ban
quan 4o, toi vira chon duge mot chiec 4o khoac cashmere dep tuyét hiéu Nicole Farhi. Puoc chir?”

“Pugc rdi,” Rory thin trong noi.

“T6i rat thich Nicole Farhi!” Emma hao himg n6i. “D% len rit dep.”

“Chinh x4c,” t6i ndi. “Vay hiy tudng twong khi toi dimg & quay thu tién, chun bi thanh toan, thi mdt ngudi ban hang tién dén va ndi véi toi, “Tai sao chi
lai khong nmua chiée 4o kia thay vi chiéc nay? N6 c¢d chat hrong tot hon — va t6i s& tang thém cho chi mdt lo nurde hoa.” Téi khong cd Iy do gi d€ nghi ngo
nguoi ban hang, nén t6i nghi, Tuyét voi, va mua ngay chiéc 4o kia.”

“Ding rdi,” Rory gat dau n6i. “Dén day thi toi hiéu.”

“Nhung khi t6i ra khoi do,” t6i tir tir n6i, “t6i phat hién ra cai 4o do khong phai la ctra hiéu Nicole Farhi va ciing khong phai la d6 cashmere that. Toi
quay tro lai — nhung ctra hiéu khong cho doi lai.”

“Chi da bi lra!” Rory kéu Ién, nhu thé anh ta vira phat hién ra trong luc vay.

“Chinh xic,” ti n6i. “Toi da b kira. Van dé 1 hang nghin khéich hang cua Flagstaff Life cting thé. Ho bi thuyét phuc rit khoi sur lua chon dau t day tién
ctia minh, sang mot quy khac khién ho mét di £20.000.” Toi sap xép lai cac y. “C6 thé Flagstaff Life khong vi pham phép ludt. C6 thé ho khong vi pham
nguyén tic ndo. Nhung van c6 cong Iy ciia con nguoi trén thé gidi ndy, va ho khong chi vi pham, ma con hity hoai n.Nhitng khach hang kia ximg dang
nhan duoc khoan tién d6. Ho I nhimg khéch hang trung thanh, 1u ndm va xtimg dang duoc viy. Néu anh 1 nguoi trung thue, Luke Brandon, anh biét
ho xing dang cdé nd.”

Toi hoan thinh mdt mach bai dién thuyét ctia minh va nhin Luke. Hén dang nhin t0i voi vé méit khé hiéu — du khong dinh, trong t0i ngip tran ndi so. Toi
nuot ue, va ¢d khong nhin han — nhung chiang hiéu sao dau 61 khong nhic nhich duge. Nhur thé mit chiing t6i bi keo dinh vao nhau vay.

“Luke?” Emma n6i. “Anh c6 ¥ kién gi vé quan diém ctia Renecca khong?”

Luke khong tra Ioi. Han dang nhin chim chdm vao ti, toi nhin lai, thay tim ti dang nhay lén nhay xuéng nhur mt con tho.
“Luke?” Emma st séng hoi lai. “Anh ¢6...”

“Vang,” Luke ndi. “Toi c6. Rebecca...” Hin e dAu, nhu cudi voi chinh minh, sau d6 lai nhin t6i. “Rebecca, ¢d ding.”
Dot nhién c6 mot syt im king diéng ngudi trong trudng quay.

Toi ha hdc miéng, khong thé noi gl

Toi liéc nhin thiy Rory va Emma dan nhin nhau to vé kh6 hiéu.

“Xin 16i, Luke,” Emma néi. “C6 phaiy anh 1a...”

“C(“),éy 1n6i ding,” Luke nhiin vai. “Rebecca ndi hoan toan ding.” Han véi Ay ly nurée, nga lung trén 9hiéc ghé sofa, nhip mdt ngum “Néu c6 mudn biét
y kién thang that cua t6i thi nhitng khach hang d6 xing dang c6 dugc khoan tién ay. Toi thye sy muon ho nhan duoc nd.”

Hién nhin t6i, mang cai vé mit xin 16i nhur Kic ¢ hanh lang dy. Chuyén nay khong thé xay ra dugc. Luke dang ddng y voi toi. Sao hén c6 thé dong ¥ vai toi



duoc?

“T6i hiéu rdi,” Emma néi, nghe nhur vira bi xtic pham. “Thé 1 anh da thay d6i quan diém, ding khong?”

Luke im king, nhin vo ly nudc day vé suy . R&i hén nhin 1én, n6i “Cong ty toi duoc Flagstaff Life thué dé duy tri dang tiéng cho ho. Nhung diéu d6
khong c6 nghia Ia ca nhan t61 dong y voi tat ca nhitng viée ho lam— hodc tham chi la biét nhing viéc d6.” Han ngimg lai. “Noi that, toi khong hé biet
chuyén gi dang xay ra cho dén khi t6i doc duorc bai bao ctia Rebecea trén t& The Daily World. Nhan tién ddy, d6 1 mt bai béo diu tra hay ddy.” Hin
thém vao, va gt dau véi toi. “Xin chic mimg.”

Toi bt e nhin lai hin, thim chi con khong thé Bp bép ndi cau “Cam on.” Tir trude t6i gid tdi chua bao gios thy ngai nging nhur theé. Toi muon dimg lai,
dua tay Ién 6m dau va suy nghi that can than vé chuyén nay — nhung t6i khong the. Toi dang & trén truyén hinh truc ti€p. Toi dang dugc 2,5 triéu nguoi
trén ca mrde theo doi.

Toi hi vong chan t6i nhin 6n.

“Néu t6i 1a khach hang ctia Flagstaff Life, ma chuyén nay xay ra thi t6i cting rat tire gian,” Luke tiép tuc noi. “Cé mdt nguyén tic d6 1 long trung thanh
voi khach hang. Co rmt nguyén tic nita 1 sy trung thirc. Toi hi vong bt ky khach hang nao ma t6i dai dién cho ho trude cong ching, ciing s& tun theo
hai nguyén tic nay.”

“T6i hiéu roi,” Emma néi va huéng mit vé may quay. “Vay ddy, qua a mdt si thay doi hoan toan! Luke Brandon, t6i ddy dé dai dién cho phia Flagstaff
Life, gio da thira nhan nhitng gi ho da lam Ia sai. Anh c6 thém 101 binh ludn nao nita khong, Luke?”

“Thanh that mi ndi,” Luke cudi grong ndi. “Téi khong chic 1 t6i co con dai dién cho Flagstaff Life sau vu ndy nita khong,”

“0.” Rory n6i, nga ngudi vé phia trude t6 vé amtudng. “Va anh ¢ thé cho ching toi biét tai sao khong?”

“O, that 3, Rory!”” Emma mt binh finh néi. C ta tron méit va Luke khit miii cuoi.

Va ty nhién tat ca moi ngudi déu cudi, va t6i ciing cudi, co phan qua da. Toi bit gip anh mit ciia Luke va thdy ngye minh nhéi In, 16 t6i quay di ngay.

“Phai rdi,’ " Emma bat ngd ndi, quay ngudi lai va cudi vao nny quay. “D6 14 nhitng y kién tir cac chuyén gia tai chinh — sau i nghi, s& a sy quay trd lai
ctia nhirg mAu quén 16t duoc wa chudng nhét trén san dién...”

“... va kem lam tan md - li€u ching ¢6 thue sy hi€u qua?”’ Rory thém vao.

“Sau d6 I nhitng vi khach moi diic biét ciia ching ta — Heaven Sent 7 — hat tryre tiép tai trudng quay.”
Nhac nén vang én tir méy c4i loa, ca Emma va Rory déu dung ddy.

“Cudc tranh luan rat tuyét,” Emma voi noi. “Xin 16i, t6i budn di vé sinh chét duge.”

“Mdt cude ndi chuyén rat hay.” Rory néi day vé nghiém tiic. “Khong hiéu mdt tir nio — nhung 1 mdt chwrong trinh rat tuyét.” Anh ta vO hng Luke, gio
tay chao t6i, sau d6 roi khoi chd ghi hinh.

Thé I hét. Chi con t6i va Luke, ngdi ddi dién nhau trén ghé sofa, anh dén sang van anh Ién trong niit ching toi véi chiéc micro gin trén ve 40. Toi van
chura hét bang hoang.

C6 phéi tat ca chi vira m6i xay ra?

“Roi,” 16t cude toi cling héng giong Ién tiéng,

b1, Luke nhéic lai, nhoén mt nu cudi. “Lam tdt Am.”
“Camon,” t4i ling tiing khong biét ndi gi nita.

Toi tw hoi, liéu gior hén 6 gip réic rdi kom khong? Néu cong kich mdt trong nhitng khéich hang ciia ban trén truyén hinh tryc tiép | mdt cach quéng cdo
trong ty nhu ki€u giau quan ao doi véi khach hang,

Néu hin thyc su thay d6i quyét dinh vi bai bao ctia toi. Vi toi.
Nhung t6i khong thé hoi nhu vay dwoc. Ping khong?

Sur im king ngity cang bao trim, cudi ctng toi hit mdt hoi that sau.
“C6 phai anh...”

“Toida...”



Ca hai ching t6i déu cling ndi mdt ic.

“Khong,” t6i 6 mit. “Anh néi trde di. Y cta toi... khong... anh nbi di”

“Puge 161, Luke nhin vai. “Toi dang dinh hoi xem liéu ¢ c6 mudn di an ti nay khong?”’

Y hén a g vay, an ti u? C6 phai hin dinh...

“Pé ban vé viéc kinh doanh,” hin ndi tiép. “T6i thich y tudng ctia ¢d vé viée khuyén khich long tin trong sudt dot ban hang thang Giéng”
Cai g ctia t0i co?

Y tudng ndo nhi? Hin dang noi gi...

Oi Chia oi, c4i d6. Han nghiém tic ddy chir. B chi la mot trong nhitng khoang khéic ngd ngin, to mdm, ching nghi ngoi gi ctia t6i ma thoi.

“T6i nghii n6 ¢6 thé 1 mdt sur khich 1¢ rét tdt cho timg khach hang dic biét ctia ching t6i,” hén ndi. “Toi dang ban khin khong biét lidu ¢6 ¢6 mudn Bm
c0 van ctia du an nay khong, Tat nhién 14 trén co s& lam tyr do.”

C6 van. Lamtu do. Dy 4n.

Khong thé tin duoc. Han dang rat nghiém tic.

“0,” t6i nubt nude bot rdi ndi, thiy thit vong ma khong sao giai thich dugc. “O, toi hidu. Xem ndo, toi... toi nghi 1 tdi nay toi ranh.”
“Tht,” Luke ndi. “Ching ta s& dén Ritz nhé?””

“Néu anh mudn,” t6i ndi rét ty nhién, cir nhur thé t6i subt ngay dén do vay.

“Tht,” Luke lai ni, va d6i mét anh Ién nu cudi. “Toi mong doi no ddy.”

Oi Chia oi. Toi thyc sy kinh hoang, trée khi tdi ¢6 thé ngiin minh lai, t6i nghe théy chinh minh ¢6 tinh hoi. “Thé Sacha thi sao? C6 &y khong c6 ké
hoach gi véi anh toi nay sao?”

DU n6i rat bé, t6i thay minh do hét ca mit. O, khi that. Chét tiét! Toi hoi thé dé lam gi co chu?
Sur im king kéo dai ngoang ngodng lm t6i mudn lin dén dau d6 va chét quach cho roi.

“Sacha d bo di hai tuan trude,” cudi cing thi Luke ciing Ién tiéng va t6i rat bat ngo.

“Oi,” t6i tho thé noi. “Troi oil”

“Khong noi gi— co ta da goi gém do dac vao chiéc vali da dé roi bo di.” Luke nhin sang. “Tuy nhién, moi viée ¢6 thé da t¢ hon Ay chir.” Han lanh ling
nhtin vai. “Tt ra thi t6i cling khong phai nua mot chiec ti dung.”

Oi Chiia oi, gios t6i sap chét cudi ddy. Toi khong duoce cudi. Khong duoc.

“Toi thye sy iy lam tic,” cudi cling t6i ciing ndi duroc.

“Con t6i thi khong,” Luke nhin ti ddy vé nghiém tic, va ny cudi trong long toi tit ngdm. Toi nhin hin ddy lo Fing va thiy niit nong ran.
“Rebecca! Luke!”

Ching t6i ngoanh d4u lai thdy Zelda dang di dén chd thu hinh, trén tay cAmmot tap ho so.

“Tuyét voil” ¢ ta thot lén. “Dring nhur nhitng gi ching t0i mong doi. Luke, anh rét tuygt. Va Rebecca...” C6 ta bude dén ngdi canh t6i va v0 nhe vao vai
toL “Co qua 1a tuyét voi, ching t6i dang nghi — liéu c6 ¢6 muon lam mdt chuyén gia tu van tra 161 qua dién thoai cua chirong trinh nay khong?”

“Gi c0?” Téi nhin ¢6 ta trén trbi. “Nhung... nhung t0i khong thé! Toi khong phai i mot chuyén gia vé finh vire ndo hét.”

“Ha-ha-ha, rat tuyét!” Zelda cuoi tan thuong, “Dicu dang quy & chi, Rebecca, d6 1 chic 6 kha néng giao tiép rat khéo Io. Ching toi thély durgc chi con
la mot chuyén gia tur van tai chinh bén canh la mt ¢6 gai than thién. Rat nhiéu tri thirc nhung dé dang tiép can. Uyén bac nhung rat thye t€. Nhirng
chuyén gia v tai chinh thyre sy muon duge ndi chuyén voi chi. Anh nghi sao, Luke?”

“Toi nghii Rebecca s& im rét tot cong viéc do,” Luke n6i. “Toi khong the nghi ai gidi hon. Toi ciing nghi & t6t hon hét ti nén trénh dudng cho céc ¢6.”
Han dimg ddy va cuoi voi to1. “Gap cd sau, Rebecca. Tambigt, Zelda.”

Toi ngy ngudi ra nhin hin budc qua mét san day cap dén chd cira ra vio, c¢6 phan mong hin quay lai nhin.



“Puoc r0,” Zelda noi, va némtay to1. “Hay xem c6 thé hién ndo.”
Ban dang doc truyén 7w Thu Cria Mot Tin Do Shopping dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 22

Toi bi bt phéi lén truyén hinh. D6 1 syr that. Toi hoan toan bi bude phai xudt hién trén truyén hinh.

Ching ti ngdi trén ghé sofa, Rory, Emma va t6i. Anne dén tir Leeds dang thira nhdn trén dién thoai 13 ba ta chua bao gios nghi dén ké hoach v& huru.
T6i nhin Emma cuoi, ¢6 ta nhay miét lai. Toi chura bao gidr thdy 4m ap va hanh phiic nhu thé trong doi.

C6 diéu la 11 khi bj phong van, t6i thiy cung ludiva lo Jing — nhung miit khac, ti lai thiy dtng & trong moi trrong ctia minh. Chia o, t6i co thé am thé
nay ca ngy. Toi thim chi con khong dé y dén nhitng anh dén sang trung nita. Ching tré nén binh thuong. Va t6i da tap dang ngdi im t6n dang nhat

trude guong (khép dau gdi, hai ban chan bét chéo ¢ chd niit ca chan), va t6i dang trung thanh v6i né.

“Me t6i thurong bao t6i nén Iy ra mot khoan tiét kiém nghi huu,” Anne noi, “va t6i timg cudi ba. Nhung by gio t6i bat dau thy lo vi da dé danh qua
tré.”

“Rebecca?” Emma noi. “Anne ¢ nén lo ling khong?”’

“0,” 161 n6i. “Di nhién, chi sém tiét kiém bao nhiéu, thi chi s& cang tich duoc nhiéu by nhiéu. Nhung khong ¢6 1y do gi dé lo ca, Anne 4. Piéu quan trong
1a bay gio' chi da nghi vé n6.”

“Chinh xéc thi chi bao nhiéu tudi, chi Anne?”” Emma hoi.
“T6i ba muroi tudi,” Anne n6i. “Thang trude i tron ba miroi.”
Pung rdi! Cam on Chiia!

“O, vily thi...” t0i ni dy vé am hiéu. “Mot phu nit trung binh & tubi 30, dau tur mdt thang £1000, & nhén duge 1 khoén thu nhip 1 £9.000 khi vé huu &
tubi 60. Néu tinh theo 1 sudt 7%.”

Tring 1Ol Rory va Emma trong bi 4n tuong hét suc. Puoc r@)i, ginita nhi?

“Nhung chj ciing nén tinh dén sur linh hoat, Anne &.” Toi n6i tiép. “Lén k& hoach cho phép chi 6 1 chuyén di nghi tir khoén tién duge trd. Boi vi chi s&
khdng bao gio bict khi nao chi s& can nd.”

“Diing 161, Anne ndi ddy vé suy tur. “Toi ciing nén thinh thoang nghi 1 ndm va di du lich d6i chit.”

“Cha, ding rdi do!” T6i vui mimg n6i. “Néu lam thé, chi s& mubn dimg nhitg khoan tiét kiém nghi huu duge tra. Thyc 6, didu toi s& hm B...”

“Cam on, Rebecca,” Emma xen vao. “Qua 1 1 1oi khuyén sang subt! By gioy ching ta s& dén ngay voi Davina trong muc thoi sur va dy bao thoi tiét.”
Toi hoi that vong vi bi cét ngang. C6 bao nhiéu diéu nita t6i ¢6 thé n6i voi Anmne. Tét ca nhitng y ma ti viét trong bai bao vé van dé tién tiét kiém nghi
huru dang xuat hién trong dau tdi— by gio khi c6 ngudi thye sy méc phai van dé do, tat ca nhing dicu do bong tré nén tha vi. Thure ra, homnay chi dé
c6 vé thi vi hon. Nhur the tat ca nhitng chuyén nay bong déu cé diém chung.

D tin hay khong thi, t6i thue sy thiy thich nhitng cau hoi trong muc hop thur truyén hinh ndy rdi. Toi biét vé nhitng khoan thé chip, hiéu vé bao hiém
nhAn tho va t0i cling bict vé nhitng cong ty dau tur tin thac. Toi bict nhicu hon t6i twong! Cach déy vai phit, Kenneth dén tir St. Austell 6 hoi vé su dong
26p hang nam han dinh cho 1 cau tric cac ti€u chuan k¥ thuat la gi— va con s6 £5.000 xuat hién ngay trong dau t6i. Ctr nhu [a 1 khoang trong dau t6i co
chira san 1 it thong tin riéng & ndo d6. Toi da timg viét — bay git, khi can dén no, tat ca déu di c6 san.

“Sau gi nghi,” Emma n6i, “vi ¢6 qua nhiéu khén gia dang goi dién t6i, chiing ti s& quay trd lai myc hop thur truyén hinh: ‘Quén Iy tién ciia ban.” «

“Thye t& i ¢6 rat nhiu nguoi gap réc rdi vé tién nong,” Rory xen thém vao.

“Ding vay,” Emma néi. “Chiing t6i mudn gitip d5. Néu c6 bét ctr thic méc ndo, dii Ion hay nho, hdy goi dén dé xin 1oi khuyén ctia Rebecca

Bloomwood, theo s6 0333 4567.” C6 nglmg 1 i, cudi vé phia chiéc may quay, sau d6 ngdi nghi trén ghé khi dén tat. “Oi, churong trinh dang dién ra rét
hay!”” C6 ta n6i voi vé mit rang 13, khi co gai trang di€m bude voi dén va trat phan [én niit ¢6. “Ping khong, Zelda?”
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“Tuyét voi,” Zelda n6i, chéing biét & dau hién ra. “Lau mr0i duong day khong ban thé nay ke tir khi ching ta lam chuong trinh “Toi mudn gip Spice
Girls*.” C6 ta to md nhin ti. “Chj d4 bao gio hoc 1 khoé thuyét trinh trén truyén hinh chua, Rebecca?””

“Chura,” t6i thanh thit n6i. “Chura timg, Nhung... t6i da xem rat nhiéu chirong trinh rdi.”

Zelda cuoi phé 1én. “Cau tra i rét hay! Puoc rdi, cic ban, ching ta s& quay tré lai trong vong 30 gidy nita.”

Emma cudi véi ti va doc o gidy trudc mit, con Rory dua vao ghé xem mong tay minh.

Chura bao g t6i thity mdt niém vui tron ven va thodi méi nhur lic nay. Chua bao gio. Thém chi ciing khong phai a I i tim duge mot céi 40 quay higu
Vivienne Westwood voi gia 60 bang ¢ cira hang ha gia Harvey Nichols. (Thure ra t61 dang nghi xem gio' n6 ¢ dau. Toi phai tim d€ thinh thoang méc nd
mdi duoc). Chuyén nay vui hon tat cd moi thir. Cude doi that hoan hao.

Toinga lung, hoan toan thoai mii va vu vo nhin quanh trrdng quay thi toi bat gip mot dang vé quen thude dén la lng. Toi nhln k§ hon va bét ddu nhoi
lén. C6 mit ngudi dan dng dang dtmg & gdc t6i ciia truong quay. Va chic hin, t6i dang bi 4o gic hay g d6 vi ong ta trong gidng hét nhur...

“Chao mimg da trd lai,”” Rory n6i, toi tap trung chii ¥ vio viée ghi hinh. “Muc hop thur truyén hinh trong sang nay ctia chiing ta ban vé nhiing van d& vé tai
chinh, 16n va nho. Chuyén gia — khach moi ciia ching ta Ia Rebecca Bloonwood, ngurdi goi toi tiep theo 13 Fran ¢ Shrewsbury. Fran?”’

“Vang,” Fran noi. “Xin chao, Rebecca.”

“Xin chao Fran,” t6i ndi, cuoi than thién. “Vay vin dé gl day nhi?”

“T6i dang bi rdi tung Ién,” Fran ndi, va tho' dai. “Toi khong biét phai lam gi nita.”
“Co dang ng nn 4, Fran?” Emma nhe nhang hoi.

“Vang,” Fran ndi. “Toi dang chi qua nhiéu, t6i ng tién & tit ca cac thé tin dung ctia minh, t6i vay tién chi toi... va t6i khong thé dimg viée tiéu tién duoc.
Pon gian chi 14 toi... thich mua cac thir.”

“Nhitng thir dai loai thé ndo?”” Rory hoi dy vé quan tim

“Toi thyre s khong biét,” Fran ding lai rdi néi. “Quén 4o cho i, quin 4o cho bon tré, céc thir cho gia dinh, tht ra chi | d6 linh tinh thoi. Sau d6 nhimg
hoé don giri toi... va toi virt ching di.”

Emma nghiém téic nhin toi, va t6i nhin lai. Nhitng cir chi diém finh cta t6i bat ddu mét di mot it boi cau chuyén ctia Fran.
“N6 gibng nhur mdt vong luAn quan,” Fran n6i. “Cang no nhiéu, t6i cang thiy t0i t&, nén t6i lai di choi, va tiéu nhiéu hon.”

Nhirng hoé don chura tré. Nhirmg khoén ng tin dung. Nhitng khoén chi vurot troi. Tat ca nhitng thir d6 khién t0i cam théy tuyét vong. Toi khong bao gicr
muon nghi dén, nhung gio ching dang quay trd lai trong tAm tri t6i. Toi that tuyét vong khi phai nhé lai.

“Rebecca?” ¢6 ta ndi. “Fran rd rang 1 dang ¢ trong hoan canh rét kho khan. C6 4y nén lam gi bay gio?”

Trong chic lat t6i thdy mubn khoc 0a Sao lai hoi t61? Nhung t6i khong thé that bai, t6i phai lam diéu nay. Toi phai i Rebecca Bloomwood, chuyén gia
tai chinh hang dau. Tap trung hét sirc hyc, t6i cd cudi trude méy quay dy vé cam thong,

“Xemnao, Fran,” t0i noi “Piéu dau tién chi phai im ... 1 diing cam kén va duong dAu vi vin dé. Lién hé voi ngin hang va no6i cho ho biét chi dang
gip van dé vé quanlytf ”Tomuot uc, ¢b gitt giong vimg vang. “Ban than t6i cting hiéu 14 né kho dén thé nao dé co thé khic phuc vin dé dang nay —
nhung t6i ¢6 thé ni that véi chi ring, chay trén ching giai quyét duoc van dé gi. Chi cang dé nd lai lau, chi cang thiy toi t¢ hon.”

“Rebecca,” Emma sot sing hoi. “Chi ¢6 thiy ddy ki mdt vin d& phd bién khong?”

“Toi e |1 ¢6,” t6i tra o, “Rét d& dé quén mdt ddng hoa don chura tra nay, dé diit ching vao mdt ngiin ban trang diém hodc... virt ching vao sot réc...”
“Sot rac?” Rory ndi day vé ngac nhién.

“Dai loai thé,” t61 voi ndi. “MBi ngudi mdi kiéu.”

“T6i virt ching vao tron chudng ché,” Fran xen vao. “Rdiné nhai ching va t6i khong thé doc ndi nira.”

“Toi c6 thé hiéu dicu d6,” toi git dau noi. “Nhung chi biét khong Fran? Mot khi chj ly nhimg birc thur d6 ra khoi chudng cho va thue su doc ching, chi
s€ thay ching khong t¢ nhur chi nghi dau.”

“Chi thuc sy nghi vy sao?”’ Fran ryut ré hoi.

“Mo tirng cai phong bi ra,” t6i khuyén, “Va viét lai tit ca nhimg khoan déng ké. Sau d6 Iap ké hoach dé tra hét ching, tham chi chi 1 5 bang mbi tuln.
Chi c6 thé lam duoc dieu do.”



Tiép d6 1a mot sy im king,
“Fran?” Emma n6i. “Chi van ¢ d6 cha?”

“Vang!” Fran noi. “Vang, t6i van & ddy — va toi s& imnhu vay. Chi da thuyét phuc duroc t6i rdi. Cam on Becky! Toi thir s rét cam kich sy gitip do
cua chi.”

To1 lai twoi cudi hudng vao may quay, su tu tin cua t6i da trd lai.

“Rét han hanh,” t6i ndi. “Va chi biét ddy, Fran, ngay sau khi chi virot qua giai doan kho khiin d6 va tinh day & thé gii thue, cude sdng ciia chi s& thay
d6i hoan toan.”

Toi khoat tay ddy tur tin, trong lic d6, t6i nhin khiip trudng quay. Va... 6i Chia oi, d6 chinh 1 6ng ta.
Toi khong hé bi a0 gic.

D6 thue s 1 ong ta. Dimg & goc chd ghi hinh, deo mdt huy hiéu an ninh va dang nhdm nhép thir nrde gi do trong mot chiée cde nhyra nhur thé 6ng ta
thudc ve noi nay vay. Derek Smeath dang & day, trong trudng quay churong trinh Morning Coftee, cach xa t6i muroi thude.

Derek Smeath ciia ngan hang Endwich. Thét chéng c6 ly gi ca. Ong ta dang Bm gi & ddy vay?
Oi Chiia o, va bay giov ong ta dang nhin chidm chim vio toi.
Tim t6i bt du dap thinh thich, rdi ti hit tht sau, cd gitt binh tinh.

“Rebecca?” Emma hoi to vé kho hiéu, t6i ¢ tap trung tr6 lai voi chuwong trinh. Nhung tht ca nhitng cau n6i day tur tin ciia t6i dang tiéu tan dan trén moi.
“Vay chi thire sw nghi néu c6 ging, Fran s& c6 thé khién cude sdng ¢6 dy trd nén quy ¢t hon?”

“To1.. ding vay,” t6i ndi va co cuol “Do don gian [a van dé can phai doi dién.”

Toi ¢b ging mot céch tuyét vong dé giit binh tinh, sur chuyén nghiép — nhung nhing thir ma t61 da cén than chon chit ca doi dang len 16i tré lai. Ching
dang & day, ludn lich trong tam trf t6i, ting khoanh khéc thc t& dang so.

“Vay thi,” Rory noi. “Hy vong 1 Fran s& nghe theo 10i khuyén rét sang sudt ctia Rebecca.”

Tai khoan ngan hang ctia t6i. Hang nghin bang Anh tién no.

“Toi e 1 ching ta khong con thoi gian nita,” Emma n6i, “nhung trude khi két thic, chi c6 1i khuyén cudi cing ndo khong, Rebecca?”’
Thé VISA ctia t6i bi huy. Thé Octagon cua t6i bi tich thu trude bao nhiéu nguoi. Troi, qua 1a b€ mat.

Bugc rdi, dimg lai. Tap trung, Tap trung

“Véng,” t6i ndi, ¢ t6 giong tur tin. “Toi chi mudn ndi thém k... ciing gidng nhur viée cac ban di kham sirc khoé mdi nam mdt lan, hiy lm tuwong tur v6i
nhirng khoan tai chinh ctia minh. Pirng 16 di dén khi ching trd thanh van de!”

Toan bd cude song té hai, 1on x6n ctia toi. N6 dang & d6, ding khong? Pang doi t6i, nhur mdt con nhén khong 16. Chi chire tin cong, ngay khi chuyén
nuc hdp thu nay ket thic.

“Nhirng 11 khuyén sang sudt tir chuyén gia tai chinh ctia chiing ta.” Emma noi. “Rét cam on Rebecca Bloomwood. ‘Toi chéic chén tat ca ching ta s& chi
y dén nhitng 161 khuyén cua ¢6. Sau gio nghi s€ 1a két qua clia viéc lam dep & Newcastle va Heaven Sent 7, truc tiép tai trrong quay.”

Sau d6 la sy im lang, moi nguoi lai nghi ngoi.

“Puoc 161, Emma ndi, doc & gidy. “Tiép theo ching ta & dau?”

“Lam tot ]Elm, Rebecca,” ¢6 ta ndi thém. “Thure sur rat tuyét.”

“O, Zelda!” Emma vira ndi vira démg ddy. “Toi ndi c4i nay ti duoc khong? Phi thrdng Eim, Rebecca a,” ¢6 ta ndi thém “Cuc ky phi thrdng ”

Rf}i d(f)g nhién, ca hai cing bo di. Con minh t6i bi b,(") 1a1 chd ghi hinh, tro troi vé' ¢d doc. Rebecca Bloonmwood, chuyén gia tai chinh hang d4u, d3 bién
mat. Tat ca bi bo lai 1a t6i, Becky. Rim 16 trén ghé ngdi va vdi va tranh anh mat ctia Derek Smeath.

Toi ching ¢ gi dé dua cho 6ng ta. Tién tir t& The Daily World da dira ngay cho Suze rdi. Toi dang gip réc rdi y nhu da timg bi trudc ddy. Toi phai im
gi bay gio?

C6 khi t61 sé chudn ra ctra sau.



C6 khi t6i nén ngdi dinh mong trén ghé sofa. Chi ngdi ddy cho dén khi 6 6ng ta phat chin 10ibo di. Y 6i 1y, ong ta s& khong dam Ién chd ghi hinh truc tiép
dau, ding khong? Hodc c6 khi tdi c6 thé gia vor 14 ai d6. Chia o, ding roi Y 6i 13, v6i dbng trang diém trén mit niy, di sao di nita, thit s trong toi rat
idng ngudi khac. Toi chi cAn di qua that nhanh, va néu ong ta hoi, Toi s& tra 11 bing giong lo' 16 nhu nguoi mrde ngoai. Hodc...

Va t6i bdng nhién khung lai giitra chimg, Cr nhur thé 1An du t6i nghe thy chinh nhitng suy nghi ctia minh vay. Va nhing g toi nghe thiy khién t6i xiu hd
VO clng,

Toi dang dua voi i vay? Toi & dugc g khi lan tranh Derek Smeath mdt ln nira? DA dén liic phai trurdng thanh rdi, Becky, toi ty nhit. DA dén I dimg
viéc chay tron. Néu Fran & Shrewsbury ¢6 thé lam dugc dicu d9, thi Rebecca & London ciling ¢6 the 1am duoc.

Toi dimg ddy, hit mot hoi tht sau, va di chdm chdm qua chd ghi hinh dén chd Derek Smeath.

“Xin chao, 6ng Smeath,” t6i ndi véi giong lich sy va day binh tinh. “Thét Ia tring hop khi gap 6ng ¢ day.” Toi gio tay ra cho mit cai bit tay tuong trung
hoa binh nhung Derek Smeath cha c6 vé thém nhin n6. Ong ta dang nhin ti chiim chiim nhur thé thdy mdt con c4 vang biét noi vay.

“Tring hop 47 Cubi ciing 6ng ta ciing Ién tiéng, va mdt nhan vién k§ thut ra hiéu ching toi ndi nho hon. Derek Smeath kién quyét dan t6i ra khoi truong
quay dén mdt khu vure nghi gidi lao va quay sang dirng trurde mat toi. Toi thay hoi so vi vé mit 6ng ta.

“Co Bloomwood,” 6ng ta noi. “C6 Bloomwood...” Ong ta xoa tay Ién nit, roi nhin sang, “C6 c6 biét t6i da viét thur cho 6 bao lau rdi khong? C6 ¢6
biét t6i da co sap x€p gap co ¢ ngan hang bao lau roi khong?”

“Um... Toi khong chic...”

“Séu thang,” Derek Smeath noi va dimg lai. “Séu théng troi ddy nhitng o xin 10 va king tranh. By gio, t0i mudn ¢d nghi xem nhing diéu d6 ¢6 ¥ nghi gi
v6i t61. C6 nghia 1 nhitng bire thu khong ngét. Vo s6 nhiing cude goi. Hang gio dong ho no lyc cua t6i va thur ky cta 61, Erica. Nhitng thir ¢6 thé duoc
dung vao nhitng viéc khac ¢6 ich hon.” Ong ta dot ngdt hoa chin mia tay khi van cam chicc coc nhya, laim cho vai giot ca phé roi xuong nén. “Va roi
cudi ctng tréi chiit ¢d bang mit cude hen bat bude. Cudi cling toi nght ¢6 cling da coi van dé cta ¢6 la nghiém tic... Roi c6 da khong xuat hién. C6 hoan
toan bicn mat. Toi goi dén nha c6 d€ xem c6 ¢ dau thi bi bude 1 [a mot ké 1én theo ddi!”

“A diing ril” Toi n6i va lam bo mit xin Ibi. “Xin 161 ong vi diéu d6. D6 1a bd 161, dng biét ddy. Ong hoi ky cuc.”

“T6i gan nhur d4 bo cude,” Smeath n6i, én cao giong, “Toi gin nhu da bo cude. Va yéi sang nay t6i di ngang qua mot ctra hang ban tiv, t6i nén xem gi
ndo, trén sau cai man hinh khac nhau, ngoai mjt ¢6 Rebecca Bloomwood da bién mit, dang dura ra 101 khuyén trén truyén hinh. Va c6 dang khuyén ho gi
nhi?”” Ong ta bat dau cudi khic khich (It ra, t6i nghi d6 1a cudi) “Tai chinh! C6 dang khuyén dan ching Anh... vé tai chinh!”

Toi sirng sot nhin ong ta. Khong budn cudi dén thé dau.

“Nghe ndy, t6i rat xin 161 vi d khong thé dén cudc hen lan trude,” t6i ndi, ¢b t0 ra hiéu chuyén. “Lic d6 moi viéc véi t6i hoi kho khin. Nhung néu ching
ta c6 thé dan xép lai...”

“Dan xép lai"” Derek Smeath hét 1én nhu thé t6i vira mGi ké mdt cAu chuyén cuoi vo Iy vay. “Dan xép lai!”

Toi nhin ong ta day tirc gian. Ong ta chang coi toira gi! Ong ta khong bit tay 01, va tham chi con khong nghe nhiing gi t6i noi. Toi dang noi la t6i mubn
dan xép mdt cude gip — t6i thure sur mudn — va dng ta chi coi toi nhur mbt trod hé.

Nhung ma cha trach duoc, mt ¥ giong ndi nho xiu chen ngang trong dAu t6i. Hay xem c4i cach i may d cur xir. Hiy xem c4i cach ma may da ddi xir
v6i 6ng ta. Thanh thit n ndi s& 1 chuyén la néu 6ng ta lich sy voi miy day.

T6i nhin méit 6ng ta van dang khiic khich cudi... Va bong thiy ngudi gian.

Bai vi thye su thi, ong ta dang 18 phai ddi xir vai 61 t& hon nhiéu. Ong ta c6 thé da thu lai thé cua t6i tir Au roi. Hodc ctr mdt chdp hanh vién ctia tda an
den... Hoac ghi tén toi vao danh sach den... Thuc ra, xét mot khia canh nao d6, ong ta lai kha tot voi t6i, nhung tat ca nhitng gi toi da lam 1a n6i doi, uon
lach va ln tr6n.

“Nghe ndy,” t6i voi néi. “Lam on cho t6i mdt co hdi nita. Toi thure sy mudn gidi quyét nhing van dé tai chinh ctia minh. Toi mudn tra lai nhitng khoan
thau chi ctia to1. Nhung t6i can 6ng giip. Toi...” Toi nuot nurde bot. “To1 dang dé nghi 6ng gitip t6i, 6ng Smeath.”

Tiép dén 1 sy im king. Derek Smeath nhin quanh tim chd dit cc ca phé, 10 mot chiéc khin tréing ra khoi tii quan v lau trén. Sau d6 ong ta cat n di
101 nhin t6i khé lau.

“C6 nghiém tic day chir,” cudi ciing 6ng ta ciiing noi.
“Vang.”
“Co thue sy s& ¢b ging?”

“Véng, 4...” t6i can moi. “Va toi rit biét on vi tat ca nhing viéc ma 6ng da chiéu cd cho toi. Toi thyc Iong.”



Bdng nhién ti thdy minh sip khoc dén noi. Téi mudn tré nén 6t hon. Toi mubn cude song ciia t6i vao né nép quy et Toi mubn ng ta chi cho toi biét toi
phai lam gi dé khién moi viée tot dep hon.

“Puge 161, cudi cing Derek Smeath n6i. “Hay xem ching ta 6 thé giai quyét duoc gi. Ngiy mai ¢d hiy dén vin phong t6i ding chin rudi, ching ta s&
n6i chuyén.”

“Cam on Ong,” t6i ndi, t6i cam thiy nhe ca ngudi.

“C6 nén nhur the hé,” ong ta 161 “Khong 6 loi xin 16i ndo nira d4u ddy.” Sau d6 6ng ta curdi mim. “Nhan ddy,” ong ta chi vao chd ghi hinh. “Toi nghi c6 da
lam rat 6t & tren do, Vi tat ca nhitng 101 khuyén cta c6.”

“0,” t61 ngac nhién. “Um.. camon. DO thyre sur 1...” Toi héing giong. “Du sao ching nita, im thé ndo 6ng vao duoc trrdng quay. Toi nghii ho kiém soét
an ninh kha chat.”

“Diing viy.” Derek Smeath tra 16, “Nhung con gai t6i im ¢ dai truyén hinh.” Ong ta cudi triu mén. “N6 ciiing tirng lim chinh trong churong trinh nay.”
“That vay u?” T6i hoi to vé nghi ngo.

Chuia oi, that 1 ngac nhién. Derek Smeath ¢6 con gai. Néu nhur thé, 6ng ta c6 thé c6 ca mot gia dinh Ay chir. Mot ngudi vo, va tat ca. Ai ma nghi dugc
nhi?

“T6i nén di thi hon,” 6ng ta n6i va udng can cdc ca phé. “Chuyén niy hoi nim ngoai ké hoach.” Ong ta nhin ti nghiém khdc. “Va t6i s& gip co ngiy
rmi.”

“T6i s& dén...” t0i ndi ngay khi ong ta bt dau di v& phia cira ra vio. “Va... va cam on. Cam on rat nhiéu.”

Ong ta vira di khoi, t6i ngdi xubng chiéc ghé gin d6. Toi hoan toan khong thé tin duoc rang 61 vira m6i c6 mot cude noi chuyén rét lich sy voi Derek
Smeath. V6i Derek Smeath! Va, thue s, ong ta duong nhu rat dang yéu. Ong 4y qua tir t&, t6t bung véi t6i, va con gii dng Ay Bm viée trong dai truyen
hinh. Y 6i 13, ai m biét duoc, c6 khi toi cling s& quen o ay C6 khi t6i & trd thanh ban ctia ca gia dinh ho. Thé khong tuyét sao? Toi s& bt dau an tdi &
nha ho, vo 6ng ay s€ 6m t6i mdt cai that nong hau khi toi dén, va toi s& giip ba lam mdn rau trdn...

“Rebecca!” mdt giong n6i vang Ién sau ing, t6i quay lai va thiy Zelda dang bude dén, van dang cAm chiéc kep hd so.

“Xin chio,” tdi hd héi néi. “Thé nao rdi?”

“Tuyét,” ¢ Ay ndi va kéo mot chiéc ghé ra. “Bay gio, t6i mubn noi chuyén mot chit?”

“A.,” 61 ndi, bdng nhién thiy lo Fing. “duoc thoi, chuyén gi?””

“Ching i nghi 14 hom nay chi da lam t6t kinh khing Zelda ndi, Vit chéo doi chin dang van quﬁn jeans. “Tot kinh khing. T6i d4 n6i chuyén véi Emma,
Rory va dao dién sép ctia ching t61” ¢6 nglrng mdt luc d€ tang tinh bat ngd - “Tat ca bon ho déu mudn ggp lai ¢d trong chuong trinh.”

T6i nhin ¢ ta khong tin ndi. <Y chila...”

“Khong phai la hang ‘glﬁn,” Zelda néi. “Nhung ciing khé thudng xuyén ddy. Chiing toi nghi 6 thé 1a ba 1an mot thang, Chi ¢ nghi cong viée ctia chi cho
phép chi thue hién dicu d6 khong?”

“T6i.. t6i khong biét,” t6i stmg s6t noi. “Toi mong 1 ¢4.”

“Tuyét!” Zelda noi. “Chiing ta ciing c6 thé cd éyngo’i‘ tap chi ctia chi, lim ho phén khoi.” Co ta viét voi lén to gidy va nhin lén. “Bay gioy, chi khong ban
phai khong? Vay t6i s&€ ndi chuyén true tiép voi chi ve thii lao.” C6 ta dirng lai va nhin vao chiéc bia kep ho so. “Ching tdi tra, cho mdt chwrong trinh,
a..”

Ban dang doc truyén Ti Thii Ciia Mot Tin D6 Shopping dwoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Toi tra chia vao 6 khod tir tir m6 cira can hd. Cir nhur ca triéu ndm i tir Jin cudi t6i & ddy, va toi thiy minh nhu da trd thanh mot ngudi hoan toan khac.
Toi da trudng thanh Ién. Hoac thay d6i. Hodc gi do.

“Xin chao,” t61 n6i cham cham trong sy im lang va d¢€ tii xuong san. “Cé ai...”


http://ebookfull.net

“Bex!” Suze h4 héc miéng, xudt hién & cira phong khéch. C6 dang miic quan den bo, tay cam mdt chiéc khung anh am tir vai bo. “Oi Chua oi! Cau dd &
dau vay? Cau da lam g? Té thy cu trén churong trinh Morming Coffee va t¢ khong thé tin ndi vao mét minh! TS ¢b goi dién dé gip cau, nhung ho noi
t¢ phai gap ric rdi vé tai chinh co. Nén t6 n6i, dugc roi, toi nén du tur nira triéu nhur thé ndo? Nhung ho ndi né khong c6 that...” Co dimg lai. “Bex,
chuyén gi xdy ra vay?”

Toi khong tra 101 voi. Toi dang chu y toi chong thr d& tén 01 trén ban. Nhirng chiéc phong bi tréing, trong rét trinh trong, nhing chiéc phong bi ¢6 cira s6
méu ndu, nhig chiéc phong bi canh bao “Nhéic nhd 1an cudi cling”. Chdng thur dang so nhit mi ban timg thiy.

Khong biét sao... ching dudng nhu khong con déng so nita.
“Té & nha bd me,” t6i nhin Ién. “Va rdi t& 1én truyén hinh.”
“Nhung t& da goi cho bd me cau! Ho néi ho khong biét cau & dau!”

“T6 biét,” t0i n6i, hoi do mit. “Ho dang... bao vé t¢ khoi mdt ngudi kén theo ddi dy ma.” Toi nhin sang, thy Suze dang nhin toi voi vé khong hicu gi hét.
DPung nhur t6i du doan. “Du sao dinita,” t6i 0 10 di, “t¢ da dé lai 101 nhan trong may, no6i cau dung lo, t& van on.”

“To biét,” Suze rén i, “nhung d6 B nhimg gi ho ludn m trén phim anh. Va diéu d6 ¢6 nghia k nhimg ké xéu da bt cdu va cdu dang bj mot khu sing gf
vao dau. Thuec tinh, t& nghii 1a cau da chét! Té nghi c6 1€ cau da bi bam thanh trdm manh & dau dé.”

T6i nhin miit Suze. C6 dy dang khong dua, 6 4y da thir su lo Eing. Toi thiy minh tht t5i t8. L& ra toi khong bao gio nén bién mét nhur thé. Thét 1 tré
con, v0 trach nhiém va ich ky.

“Oi, Suze.” Bi thoi thiic, ti voi bude dén va 6m co thit chit. “T¢ thire sw xin 16i. Té khong bao gior dinh Bm cdu lo Fing.”

“Puoc rdi m,” Suze n6i, om lai t6i. “Té da hoi lo — nhung t6 biét cau van 6n khi thdy cau trén truyén hinh. Cau rdt tuyét.”

“That khong?” t6i ndi, cudi nhéch mép. “Cau thyre sy nghi vay a?”

“Ding vAy!” Suze n6i. “Hon hén c4i gi gi nhi. Luke Brandon. Trd4, anh ta thit | ngao man.”

“U,” 61 dimg mdt Iic rdi n6i. “Ding, t6 ctr nghii anh ta nhur vay. Nhung vé sau anh ta khé 6t voi t6.”

“Thét khong?” Suze thd o ndi. “Du sao thi cAu ciing rat tuyét. Cau mubn udng chit ca phé khong?”

“U, cho t6 mot it thoi,” ti ndi, rdi co Ay bién vao trong bép.

Toi cam thr va hod don Ién rdi bt dau tir tir xem hrét qua. Ngay xa xua, déng gidy ndy s& khién toi hoang loan bé tic ddy. Thuc té thi chiing s& bay
thang dén thing rac ma khong duge doc. Nhung ban biét gi khong? Hom nay t6i khong thiy so chit ndo. Thue sy ma noi, sao i lai co thé ngd nghéch
V€ van d@ tai chinh ctia minh thé nhi? Sao i ]al co thé nhat nhur vay? Lan ndy, t6i s& d6i miit voi ching, Toi s& ngdi xubng véi sd séc cing nhimg thong
bao gin day nhit ciia ngan hang, dé giai quyét can than tat ca mo hon don.

Nhin dong thur trong tay, t6i bong thiy minh trurong thanh va ¢ trach nhiém. Biét nhin xa va ¢6 éc quan sét. Toi s& sap xép lai cude song va giit tai chinh
cua toi quy cu tir bay gio. To6i da hoan toan thay doi thai d6 voi tien bac.

Honnira...

Puoc 16, thire ra t6i khong dinh néi diéu nay. NhungMoming Coffee da tra t6i rat nhidu. Rat nhidu. Ban s& khong tin du, nhung voi mdi cude dién thoai
goi den cho t64, t6i duge...

Oi, gio t6i thay that xdu hd. Hay chi biét i n6... nd rit nhiéu!

T6i cudi khong ngm ndi mdm lai. Toi da nght ngdy ké tir khi ho béo toi. Nén van dé i bay g0 101 s& dé dang tra het tat ca nhirmg hoa don nay. Hoa
don VISA, ho4 don Octagon, tién t6i ng Suze — va moi thir! Cubi cling, cudi ciing thi cude song ctia t6i ciing dugc sip xép lai!

“Vdy, sao cau lai bién mét nhur thé?”” Suze hoi, tré ra tir béo va khién t6i gidt minh. “CHuyén gi vay?”

“Té thye sur khong biét,” t61 thé dai n6i, dat lai nhitng 14 th trén chiéc ban & 16i ra vao. “Té chi mudn bo di dau d6 va suy nghi. Té da rdi tung ca lén.”
““Vi Tarquin?” Suze hoi ngay va lim t0i thiy birt rirt.

“M6t phan thoi,” t6i ngig lai r6i noi. “Sao? C6 phai anh dy...”

“Té biét cau khong thich Tarkie,” Suze nudi tiéc néi, “nhung té nghil anh Ay van rat thich cu. Anh 4y c6 dén cach déy vai tdi va giri cho cu birc thu
ndy.”

Co éy chi vao mdt chiée phong bi mau kem kep & guong. Toi cAmno, tay hoi run run. Oi Chia o1, anh ta s& nbi gi day? Toido du 01 M6 16 ra, va mit



tAm vé roi xudng san.
“Nhac kich!” Suze nhiit n6 n. “Ngay kia,” c6 nhin Ién. “Chiia oi, thit | may vi cau da tré v&, Bex.”
Rebecca than yéu, t6i doc diy vé hoai nghi.

Tha 18i cho anh vi d& khong n6i ra khi gip em ln trurée. Nhung cang nghi vé 6, anh cang nhén ra anh thich bubi t0i chiing ta bén nhau biét bao nhiéu va
anh muon lam lai viéc d6 biét bao.

Anh ¢6 giri kém mdt tim vé Die Meistersinger tai nha hat nhac kich. Anh chic chéin s& dén d6, néu em c6 thé di cling, anh s& rat vui.
Than yéu.
Tarquin Cleath-Stuard.

“Oj, Bex, cdu phai di théi!” Suze noi, doc trdmnd tir sau ung t6i. “Céu phai di. Anh ?iy s& thit vong Emnéu cau khong di. Té thue sy nghi anh ?iy thich
cau”

Toi nhin vao tAm vé, vé cho hai dém “Gala Performance,” ti thfiykhél hao hirng. T6i chura bao gio dén mdt dém hoi nhac kich! Toi ¢6 thé mic chiée
vay Ghost tuyét voi ma toi chura tirng c6 co hdi meic. Roi t6i ¢ thé bui toc 1én, va gap rat nhicu nguoi dac biét...

Sau do, dot nhién, t6i ngimg lai. Db n6 vui dén miy — no that khong cong bang va chén thanh, néu di. Toi da lam t6n thuong Tarquin dii rdi.
“Té khong thé di, Suze,” t6i n6i, dat birc thu xudng. “T6... t& da ¢6 ké hoach cho hom déy.”
“Nhung thé con Tarkie dang thuong thi sao?” Suze ndi, thit vong, “Anh dy rat thich cau...”

“T6 biét,” t6i ndi, va tho sau. “Nhung t& khong thich anh 4y. T6 thue sy rit tiéc, Suze... nhung d6 1 sy thure. Néu nhur t¢ ¢ thé thay ddi didu t6 cam
nhan...”

Mot sy im lang trdi qua.

“U' tho,” cudi cimg Suze ciing n6i. “Pimg ban tam. Cau khong thé im gi duge dau.” C6 bién mét vao trong bép va xuéit hign mot phit sau véi hai tach
ddy ca phé. “Thé,” ¢d Ay n6i va dura t6i mot tach, “ti nay cau dinh im gi? Ching minh di choi ciing nhau nhé?”

“Xin 161, t¢ khong thé,” t6i ndi, va héng giong. “T6 cb mdt cude gip g& iman.”

“Thét sa0?” Suze xi mat. “That 1 chan!” C6 nhép mdt ngum ca phé rdi tira vao khung cira. “Ai lai ¢6 nhitng cudc gip gb im in vao budi toi nhur vay?”
“LA... ]a v6i Luke Brandon,” t6i ndi, c6 to vé thd 0. Nhung ching iach gi, ti c6 thé cam thdy minh bét dau do mt.

“Luke Brandon?” Suze hoi day vé kho hiéu. “Nhung néu...” ¢6 nhin t6i, nét niit dan thay doi. “Oi khong, Bex! Pimg ndi véi to...”

“D6 chi la mbt cude gip b am an thdi,” toi ndi, tranh nhin ¢6 Ay. “Chi vy thoi. Hai ngudi im an gip nhau va ban vé chuyén lam an. Trong mbt... trong
mot hoan canh lam an. Chi vay thoi.”

RAi t6i voi v& phong minh.
Cudc gip & im an. Quin 4o cho mdt cudce gip & im an. Pugc rdi, dé xem ndo.

Toi 16i hét tht ca quin 4o ra khoi ti va dé ching lén girong. Bo vest miu xanh, b méu den, bo mau hong, Vo vong. Bo ¢6 soc nho? Um. C6 thé bo
qua. Bo mau kem... ctr nhur di dy dam cudi. B mau xanh 14 cy... chang phai den dui hay gi d6 sao?

“Thé cdu dinh nmvic gi?”” Suze hoi, nhin vao qua ctra phong ngi dang mo cta 61 “Cau ¢6 dinh di mua i gi moi khong?” Mt ¢d tuoi tinh. “E, ching minh
dimua sam khong?”

“Mua sdam?” t61 bi phan tAm. “Um... c6 the.”

Chéing hiéu sao hom nay... Oj, t6i khong biét nita. Toi co ho thay céing thang dén ndi ché thiét mua sim. Qué hdi hop. Toi khong nghi i Toi c6 thé toan
tam toan y dé mua sam

“Bex, cdu c6 nghe t& khong ddy?”” Suze ngac nhién hoi. “T6 ndi 1, ching minh di mua sdm chir?”
“U, t6 biét.” Téi nhin ¢6, rdi véi mdt chiéc 4o den va nhin nd vé dam chiéu. “Thyre sy 1, t6 nghii t6 s& dé dip khéac.”
“Y cau l...” Suze ngimg lai. “Y cau B cau khong mudn di mua sdm?”

“Dlng vay.”



C6 im kg, va toi nhin Ién, thiy Suze dang nhin chdm chim vao toi.
“Té khong hiéu,” ¢6 noi, nghe c6 vé rét budn. “Sao cau lai cur xir la ing vay?”
“Té khong cur xit la king!” Toi nhin vai. “Té chi thiy khong ¢6 himg di mua sim.”

“Oi Chila 0i, c6 chuyén khong on rdi, dung khong?” Suze hét 1én. “Td biét rdi. C6 thé cau da bi 5m.” C6 voi di vao phong va so én tran t6i. “Cau cip
nhiét d6 chua? Cau c6 dau & dau khong?”

“Khong!” t61 cudi, néi. “Di nhién 1a khong!”
“Cau bi va dau vao dau a?” Co gio ban tay trude mit toi. “May ngon day?”

“Suze, t& 6n md,” 161 n6i, gat tay ¢ éy. “Thyc tinh 13, t& chi... khdng ¢ tm trang mua sam thoi.” Toi cAm mdt bd mau xam Ién uém. “Cau nghi b nay
thé ndo?”

“Thure sur, Bex, t6 lo cho cau déy,” Suze n6i, lic dau. “T§ nghi cau nén di kham Céu rat... khéc. Céaulamtd sg.”

“U, thi.” Toi lay mot chiéc 4o tring va cudi véi ¢d Ay. “C6 thé to da thay d6i”

Toi mat ca budi chleu dé quyét dinh nic gi. Toi da thir rat nhiéu, tron 1an, két hop, r6i bdng nhién nhé ra méy thir & dudi day to. (Thinh thoang, t6i phai
mic Ay cai quin Jeans mau tim d6.) Nhung cudi cling 6 lai nic rat don gian va khong ruomra. Bo mau den dep nhét ctia t0i (chd ha gi4 Jigsaw, cach

day hai nm), mot chiéc 4o phong tring (M&S), va doi bdt da 1on cao dén dau gbi miu den (Dolce & Gabbana, nhung t0i bao véi me la ching cia
BHS. Thinh ra that I tai hai, vi sau d6 ba ciing mudn c6 vai doi, va toi phéi gia vo a ho da ban hét ching). Toi mic tat ca vao, budc toc 1én, va ngim

minh trong gurong,

“Rét dep,” Suze tram trd khen tir phia cira. “Rét quyén ri.”

“Quyén rii?”” T6i hoi ngac nhién. “T6 khong dinh méc quyén rii! Té dinh méc d6 mang phong cach di im an.”
“Thé c4 hai khong duoc sa0?” Suze dé nghi. “Laman va quyén ri?”

“T6... khong,” ti ngimg lai mdt It rdi noi, va quay di. “Khong, t& khong mudn.”

Toi khong mudn Luke Brandon nghi  t6i &n dign vi anh, 12 t6i ¢ ¥ méic nhur vay. Toi khong mudn anh nghi I toi hicu sai y nghia budi gip g may chit
nao. Khong giong nhu 1an trude.

Khong he biét trud, ngudi toi bdng trao dang cii cam  giAc xau hd con'y nguyen khi t6i nhé lai gidy phit i t& d6 & Harvey Nichols. Téi Fic dau quiy
quy, cb quén né di, ¢b binh tim lai. Di sao di nita, thé quai ndo ma t6i lai ddng y dén cude hen chét tiét nay nhi?

“Té chi mudn trong cang nghiém tic va gidng kiéu lim an cang t5t,” t6i n6i, nhén mit nghiém nghi nhin minh trong guong,

“T6 biét ma, Suze noi. “Cau can vai thir d6 di kémnita. Vai phu kién gidng ctia nhirng nir doanh nhén.”

“Chéing han ci gi? Mot chiéc Filofax 4?”

“CHang han...” Suze ngimg mdt lat nghi. “Bugc 16, doi & day...”

Budi tdi t6i t6i Ritz mudn hon nam phit so véi gio hen 1 bay rudi, va khi t6i dén chd cira ra vao ctia nha hang, t6i thdy Luke da & d6, ngdi quay hung lai,
trong rat thoai méi va dang nhap thir gi d6 trong giong gin&tonic. Anh mic mot bd comié khic voi bd sang nay, t0i khong thé khong d€ y. Anh mic mit
chiéc 4o xanh 14 cay to1 mau mdi tinh. Anh trong that... Xemnao. Kha dep. Kha banh bao.

Thye ra 13, khong gidng kiéu lam an im.

Am thir xemndo, céi nha hang nay cling dau gidng mdt noi ban chuyén im an. Toan dén treo voi nhimg vom hoa méau vang va nhimg chiéc ghé mém
mau hong, tran nha duoc v& kiéu dep nhat, day miy va hoa. Ca noi day lung linh anh deén, va trong no...

Thuec s, t6i chi ¢ thé nghi duge mot tr 14 1Ang man.

Oi Chta oi. Tim t6i bét dau dp thinh thich. Toi liéc nhin minh trong mot chiéc grong ma vang, Toi dang mic b Jigsaw mau den va chiée 4o phong tréing
V61 d6i bot da 1on mau den van theo nhur ké hoach ban dau. Nhung bay gio t6i ¢6 thém mdt to Financial Times m6i cimg kep dudi canh tay, mot doi
kinh gong d6i mdi (voi mat kinh trong) cai trén dau, mit tay xach chiéc cdp dung tai liéu ning triu va — mon do chu luc ctia Suze - mdt chiec may tinh
xach tay hi¢u AppleMac 6 tay kia.

C6 thé t6i da hoi qua.

Téi dinh quay lai xem liéu c6 thé gui chiée cap tailiéu & chd gitt hanh Iy khong (hodc, thuc ra, chi cAn dt n 1en mdt céi ghé va b di), thi Luke quay ra,



thiy i va cudi. Chét tiét. Nén t6i bude phai di vé phia chiéc tham sang trong, ¢ t0 ra cang thoai méi cang tt, dii mdt tay t6i dang kep chit vao ngudi,
dé giit to FT khoi roi xudng san.

“Xin chéo,” Luke noi khi t0i budc dén ban. Anh dimg ddy chao t0i, va t0i bdng nhén ra a khong thé bit tay anh, va dang cam miy tinh. Toi boi rbi dé
chiéc c@p xuong san, chuyén cai may tinh sang tay kia — suyt lamroi to FT — va, c6 dinh dac nhat c6 thé dé chia tay ra.

Mit Luke thoang cudi rdi long trong bit tay toi. ANh chi cai ghé, lich thiép nhin toi dat c4i may tinh Ién tAm khéin trai ban, tit ca déu da sin sang dé
ding,

“Qua A mdt cai mAy rat 4n turong,” anh n6i. “Rét cong nghé.”
“Vang,” ti tra 1o, cudi véi anh. “Toi thuong ding né dé ghi chép trong cac budi gip g im an.”
“A,” Luke n6i, git ddu. “C6 can thin ghé.”

Anh 1 rang I dang doi t6i bat n 1én, nén nhu d qua thir nghiém, t6i nhn nit quay lai. Theo Suze thi né s& khién mén hinh hién Ién. Nhung chiing c6 gi
x4y ra ca.

T6i cudi, nhén lai nit — va van ching ¢ gi.
T6i dap manh vio nd, gia vo ngon tay toi tinh ¢d bi trugt — va van chiing c6 gi. Chét tiét, that i xau hd. Sao t6i lai nghe 101 Suze nhi?
“C6 van dé g khong?” Luke hoi.

“Khong!” Toi noi ngay, va déng voi ndp may lai. “Khong, t6i chi.. nghil lai rdi, t6i s& khong ding nd hom nay.” Toi cho tay vao tii iy mdt quyén s ra.
“T6i s€ ghi chép vao day.”

“uoc thoi,” Luke diu ding néi. “C6 dimg chit sim panh nhé?”
“0,” t6i n6i, hoi nhén tran. “Pugc thoi.”

“Tuyét,” Luke néi. “Toi da hy vong i ¢o s& udng”

AN nhin Ién, va mdt ngudi phuc vu twoi cudi voi di dén. Oi, Krug,

Nhung t6i s& khong cudi dau, hay to vé that hai long hay bat cir diéu gi. Toise van hoan toan diém dam va chuyén nghiép. Thuc t& 13, t6i s& chi ubng
mdt ly, trude khi chuyén sang d6 udng khong ga. Xét cho cting thi t6i can phéi gitt dau oc that tinh tao.

Trong khi ngudi phuc vu rét dﬁ,y Iy ciia t6i, t6i viét vao sd “Cudc gip gb giita Rebecca Bloomwood va Luke Brandon.” Toi ngim nghia n6, roi gach
chin hai lan. Ping r6i. Trong rat dep.

“Vay,” t61 nhin I&n ndi, tay nang kinh. “Ta ban chuyén thoi.”

“Ban chuyén thoi,” Luke nhéc lai, t6i nhén nhd cudi. “CU cho 1 t6i van dang ban chuyén, do 1...”

“That khong?” Téi lo ling hoi. “Y anh i — sau nhitng gi anh n6i trén chirong trinh Morning Coffee? N6 ¢6 khién anh giip ric r6i khong?”
Anh gat dau va toi thay that dan vit thuong cam cho anh y.

Y t6i [y, Suze nbi dung — Luke kha ngao man. Nhung t6i thue sy nghi 1a anh that t6t khi d3 mao hiém nbi cong khai nhitng suy nghi thie sy cia minh vé
Flagstaff Life. Va bay gio, vinoé ma anh s& bi huy hoai.. thi, duong nhu khong ding chit nao ca.

“C6 phai anh da n¥t... moi thr?” Toi hoi nho, va Luke cuoi.

“Toi khong dén ndi thé dau. Nhung chiéu nay ching t6i da phéi giéi thich rit nhiéu cho nhirng khéich hing ciia ching t6i.” ANh nhén mit. “Phai ndi i, noi
xau mdt trong nhitng khach hang chinh ctia chiing t6i trén truyen hinh tryc ti€p chinh xac khong phai Ia thoi quen quang cao thong thurong cho lam.”

“Unm, t6i nghil ho nén t6n trong anh!” t6i vin lai. “'Vi da thurc sw noi ra nhitng gi anh nghil Y t6i 1, ngdy nay khong méy ngwoi lim diéu d6. N6 giong
nhu... khau hi€u ctia cong ty anh day: ‘Ching t6i n6i sy that’.”

T6i nhap mdt ngum sam panh va nhin Ién, khong néi gi. Luke dang nhin t6i, v6i mdt vé mat ky quic.

“Rebecca, ¢6 ¢6 so truong ky la nhit vé kha ning doan tring,” cudi cting anh ciing én tiéng. “D6 chinh xéc 1 diéu vai khach hang cta t6i da noi. Cir
nhu 1 ching t6i d3 duoc bao trudce toan by vay.”

“0,” t6i n6i, thay hanh dién v6i ban than. “Vay thi, tht tot. Vay anh khong bi phé san.”

“T6i khong bi pha san,” Luke dong tinh, va mim cudi. “Chi gip réc rdi chit thoi.”



Mot ngudi phuc vu xuét hién tir dau d6 va db day thém ly cia toi, va toi nhap mdt ngum. Khi t6i ngude n, Luke lai dang nhin toi.
“Cb biét khong, Rebecca, ¢6 qua i mdt ngudi sau sic,” anh néi. “C6 thiy nhimg didu n ngudi khac khong thiy.”

“O vay sao,” t61 hoi dung dura ly sdm panh. “Anh khong nghe Zelda n6i sao? Toi ‘vira la mot chuyén gia tai chinh vira a mt ¢6 gai binh thuong’.” Toi
nhin vao mat anh dy va ca hai ching t6i cling cuoi.

“C0 biét rat nhiu tri thirc va lai dé tiép can.”
“Uyén bac nhung lai rét thuc t&.”
“C vira thong minh, vira quyén rii, vira rang ngoi, lai vira...” Luke 4p tng, nhin xudng ly mrdc ctia minh, rdi nhin én.

“Rebecca, t6i mudn xin 16i ¢d,” anh néi. “Toi da mudn xin 16i c6 1u rdi. Bira trwa d6 & Harvey Nichoks... c6 noi rat ding. T6i da khong dbi xtr ton trong

voi ¢d — cai ma ¢6 xung dang duoc nhan. Sy ton trong ma ¢6 ximg dang c¢6 dugc.”

Anh ngumg lai im lang contomhmxuongchlec khan trai ban, bumng bimg tirc gian. By gio anhnmtlnhay]am 6i tirc gian nghi. ANh rat hay khi ddt ban

tai Ritz, goi sam panh va mong ti cudi rdi néi “O, khong sao ma,” nhung ding sau tat ca nhimg swr giéu cot hio nhoang d6, toi thiy bi ton thurong boi tt
ca nhitng viéc lamkia.

“Bai b4o ctia 6 trén t& The Daily World khong lién quan gi dén bira trua hom dé,” t6i n6i khong thém nhin sang, “Khong lién quan gi. Va véi anh, khi
ndibong gid And da...”

“T6i biét,” Luke noi va thor dai. “Toi khong bao gio nén néi didu do. N6 qué 1 mot... mdt 10i nhan xét day bao bién, ddy tirc gidn trong mdt ngiy ns, nbi
that 13, co da khién tat ca ching t6i ban ron.”

“That khong?” t6i khong thé khong né mt nu curdi mén nguyén trén moi. “Toi lam tit ca moi nguoi bén chd anh ban ron?”

“Co dil sa0?” Luke noi. “Ca mot trang trén to The Daily World viét vé& mot trong nhitng khach hing ctia chiing t6i, hoan toan bat ngd chir?”
Ha. T6i thirc su rt thich didu d6. Toan bo Brandon bi x40 tron béi Janice va Martin Webster.

“Alicia ¢6 nhay chom chom lén khong?” t6i khong thé khong hoi.

“C6 ta nhdy hét d6 co dan cia bd Prada dang mic,” Luke n6i tinh kh. “Tham chi con nhdy nhanh hon khi t6i phat hién ra c6 ta qua thit da ndi chuyén
voi ¢6 hom trude do.”

Ha!

“Hay,” t6i noi kiéu tré con - {6i wde i minh dimg c6 n6i vdy. Nhitng nit doanh nhan hang déu d4u c6 ha hé khi d6i thii ctia ho bi béu xAu. Toi I8 ra chi
nén gt dau, va noi “A” day any.

“Thé, t6i ciing lam anh ban ron sao0?”’ t6i n6i, hoi nhin vai.
Tiép d6 1a syr im king, rdi sau mot e t6i nhin kén. Luke dang nhin t6i ns khong cudi, khién toi bdng nhién thay minh thit nong voi va nin tho.

“Cb ciing lam t6i ban ron kha iu ddy, Rebecca,” anh khé ndi. Anh nhin vao it t6i vai gidy trong khi toi nhin lai, khong thé cir dong dwoc — t6i nhin
xuong thue don. “Chung ta goi mon cha?”

Bita t5i duong nhu kéo dai ca dém. Ching ti ndi va an, ndi va an thémmot it. Thirc an tuyét voi dén ndi toi khong thé tir chdi bat cir mén nio, va nrou
ngon dén noi t6i bo ca ke hoach 1a chi uong mot ly xa giao thoi. Khi toi con dang mai me &n socdla, kem mit vi oai hwong, va caramen 16, thi troi da gan
nira dém, va t6i bat dau chuénh choang,

“Mén sdedla thé nao?”” Luke n6i, an mot miéng banh kem day u.

“Ngon,” t6i n6i, va ddy n6 vé phia anh. “Du khong bing keo mitt chanh.”

D6 la mbt mon khac - t6i no cang bung. Toi con khong thé phén biét nhitng mon ngon tuyét — nghe tén nhur mon trang miéng nay voi nhau nita, nén Luke
16i ching t6i nén goi tat ca nhitng mon ching t6i thy tén hay hay. Cai ndo ngon nhét nhi. Gio da day toi nhur ¢6 kich thude ctia mot chice putding dip
Giang sinh, va cling ndng gan nhu the.

Thee tinh t6i théty nhu the s& khong bao gio nhac ndi ngwoi khoi ghé. N6 qu thodi méi, toi thdy thit Am ap, dé chiu, va tat ca déu qua dep, dau oc quay
cudng chi du dé lam toi khong mu6n ding déy thoi. Hon nita... t6i khong muon ching ding lai. Toi khong muon ket thic buoi toi nay. Toi da c6 khoang
thoi gian that tuyét voi. Mot ‘diéu ddc biét 1a Luke da lam t6i cudi nhi€u biét nhuong néo.‘ Ban c¢6 the nghi a,nh mn ngliém‘tﬁc, nham chan va tri thirc,
nhung thue ra, anh khong hé nhu vay. Thyc sy thi, thtr nghi xem ndo, ching t6i khong hé ban ti nao dén van dé cong ty dau tu tin thac.

Mot nhan vién phuc vu di dén, don tht ca déng dia dung mon trang miéng di, va mang cho mdi ngudi chiing t61 mot cbe ca phé. Téi dua vao ghé, nhim



it lai, nhap vai ngum ngon tuy@t. Oi Chta oi, 61 cé}hé ngdi day méi néi. Thuc sy t6i dang thy rat budn ngli - mot phan vi t6i da qué lo ling vé
churong trinh Morning Coffee, t6i qua t6i hau nhur chang ngi ti nao.

“Ta nén vé thoi,” cudi cing tdi cling ndi, va ¢6 md mat. “Toi nén quay ve...” Toi song & dau nhi? “Fulham Vé Fulham”

“Phai rdi,” Luke nglmg mot kit rdi noi, v nhp mot ngum ¢ phé. Anh diit ly xubng, véi tay ra Hy sita. Khi dua tay ra, tay anh cham nhe vao tay t0i — va
dung lai. T6i bong thay ca co thé cliing do. Toi tham chi con Luke thé chdp nit.

Pugc 1di, t6i thira nhan — t6i ¢6 hoi dura tay ra khi tay anh voi sang.

Chi dé xem chuyén gi s& xdy ra. Y t6i 13, anh s& d& dang rit tay lai néu mudn, dung khong? Rot sita vao, ké mdt cau chuyén dia, rdi noi 1o tam biét.
Nhung anh khong lam vay. Tur tir, anh thu tay lai qua tay toi.

Va bay gio t6i thure s khong thé nhuc nhich. Ngon tay cai ciia anh bat d4u lin theo da trén cb tay 01, va toi co thé camnhan duoc lan da anh dmva kho
the nao. Toi nhin Ién thiy anh dang nhin t0i, va trong long t6i thay choang vang mot it. Toi khong the roi mat khoi anh. Toi khong thé cir dong ban tay.
To6i diéng hét ca nguoi.

“Céi g t6i nhin thiy di cling vdi ¢ & Terrazza,” anh ndi mdt lic sau, ngon tay cai van dang v& nhirng nét udn luon trén da t6i. “C6 phai hin ta 1a...”

“Chi la.... anh biét ddy.” Toi ¢6 cudi, to vé thd' o, nhung toi dang thiy rét so ndi ra cai giong nghe the thé. “Mot gi dai triéu phu ndo do.”

Luke nhin t6i chiim chiim mdt lic, rdi nhin ra chd khac.

“Phai rdi,” anh ndi, nhir dang khép lai vén dé. “Vay, chiing ta nén goi cho c6 mdt chiée taxi.”” Toi bong thdy that vong, nhung c6 khong t6 ra nhur vay.
“Hodc c6 thé...” Anh dimg lai.

Mot sur im king kéo dai. Toi khong thé tho ndi. C6 thé gi? Gi co?

“T6i biét nhitng ngudi & ddy khé 15.” Luke cubi ciing ndi. “Néu ching ta mudn...” Anh nhin t6i. “Toi hy vong ching ta cd thé & lai.”
Toi sbc nhur bj dién giat.

“C6 c6 mubn khong?”

Toi gat dau, khong n6i duoc gi

“Pugc roi, doi & ddy nhé,” Luke noi. “Toi s& di xem xem lidu t0i c6 thé kiém duoc vai phong khong,” Anh dimg ddy va toi nhin theo sting s0, tay t0i lanh
toat va thay hut hang,

Vai phong, Vai phong, s nhiéu. Vay y anh khong phéi k...

Anh khong mudn...

Oi, Chua oi. Toi lim sao thé nay?

Chiing t6i im lng di thang méy cung v6i mdt nguoi phu tréach phong banh bao. Toi liéc nhin Luke méy in, nhung anh ctr dung dung nhin vé phia trude.
Thyc ra, anh chang 1n6i cau ndo tir e di hoi chd dé nghi lai. Trong long t6i thay hoi 6n lanh — thanh thire ma n6i, 16t cude thi toi nira mudn ho dimg co
phong nio trong cho chiing t6i. Nhung hoa ra 1 da c6 mdt phong bi huy tdi nay — va ciing hoé ra Luke 1 mot khach hang I6n ctia Ritz. Khi t6i nhan xét
vé viée ho tot bung voi ching t6i nhur thé ndo, anh nhin vai va néi thudng ¢6 cac cude gip g Bman & day.

Céc cude gip g5 Bman? Thé ¢6 gidng nhur t6i khong? Oi, n6 ching c6 nghia Iy gi. Cudi cling thi t6i wée @i minh dugc vé nha.

Ching t6i di doc mjt hanh lang sang trong ma khong ndi mot 1i nao - 10 nguoi phu trach phong r& ngodit vao, mo cira ra, dua ching toi vao mot can
phong tuyét dep, duoc trang hoang voi mot chiéc girong d6i va nhimng chiéc ghé 1ong By. Anh ta dat cap tai liéu va chiéc méay hiéu AppleMac cua t6i
trén gia hanh Iy, rdi Luke dura anh ta mt t& hoé don va anh ta bién mit.

Tiép d6 1a mdt sy im king nghet tho.

“Vay 1,” Luke n6i. “Chiing ta da dén noi roi.”

“Vang,” toi ndi voi giong nhur ctia ngudi khéc. “Camon... camon anh. Cé vi bita tdi nita.” Toi héng giong. “N6 rat tuyét.”

Chuing t6i duwong nhur bién thanh nhimg ngudi hoan toan xa la.

“O1,” Luke lai n6i, va nhin déng hd. “Mudn roi. Chéc ¢6 s& mudn...” AN dimg lai, va bdng nhién chd doi diéu gi trong sur im king,

Téi van tay lo ling, T6i khong dam nhin anh.



“T6i di day,” cudi cling Luke néi. “Toi hy vong c6 s& c6 mdt...”

“Dumg di,” t6i nghe thiy giong ndi ctia chinh minh, va d6 mit ling ting. “Bimg di voi. Chiing ta ¢ thé...” Toi nudt yre. “N6i chuyén hay gi d6.”

Toi nhin kén va bét gip anh miit anh, va mot ndi so' hai bat dau dang kn trong t6i. Anh chim chim di vé phia t6i, cho dén khi dimg ngay trurde mt toi.
Toi ngiri thay miii thom ctia nur6e hoa ding sau khi cao rau va nghe thay tiéng sot soat cua chice 4o cotton tho khi anh bude di. Toan than t6i dang bi gai
Ién ctig do. Oi Chua oi, t6i mudn cham vao ngudi anh. Nhung t6i khong dam. Téi khong dam nhiic nhich ti ndo.

“Ching ta nén ndi chuyén, hay lam gi d6,” anh nhic lai, va tir tir dua tay lén cham vao mit toi.

Va 16i anh hon toi.

Miéng anh dang ¢ trong miéng t6i, nhe nhang tach moi tdi ra, va toi thdy dang trao cam xtc. Tay anh dang lan xudng lung t6i rdi cham vao mdng t6i, van
vé vién vy, 16i kéo manh t6i vé& phia anh, va dot nhién t6i thdy nghet tho.

RS rang 1 ching toi chang dinh ndi chuyén ti no.
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Chuong 24
Um
Sung sudng qua.

Nam trén chiéc giwong d& chiu nhat trén doi, mo mang va mim cudi hanh phc, dé nhimg tia ning budi sang chiéu vao mi mét dang khép ciia t6i. Dudi
tay qua dAu, t6i nam thoai méi trén mdt dong gdi khong 16. Oi, 6i thiy hanh phiic qua, sung sudng qué... Toi qua qué ...

Xem no, hay chi can biét 1 no...
Oi, thoi ndo. Ban dau can phai biét diéu do. Di sao, ban c6 thé tudng tuong duoc ding khong? Di nhién 14 ban c6 thé.

T6i m6 mét ra, ngdi ddy véi Ay céc ca phé cta dich vu phong, Luke dang tim, nén chi con minh t6i ngdi dy suy nghii. Va ti khong mudn t6 ra khoe
khoang gi — nhung ti thyc syr thay hom nay 13 mdt ngay kha quan trong trong doi.

Khong chi vi Luke - mic dit moi chuyén déu... xemndo, thue ra i rdt tuyét. Trod, anh Ay thure sur biét cach...

Du sao. D6 khong phai la van d&. Van dé I, né khong chi vi Luke, ¢6 ciing khong phai chi vi cong viéc mdi ctia t6i véi churong trinh Morming Coffee (dil
cho ctr mdi lan t6i nhé dén nd, t6i lai thay vui sudng khong thé tin ni).

Khong, n6 con nhiéu hon thé. D6 1 t6i nhur trd thanh mdt ngurdi méi hoan toan. Toi thiy nhur 1 t6i dang budc sang mdt giai doan moi trong cude doi -
v6i mot cai nhin khac, va nhitng wu tién khéc. Khi t6i nhin lai nhimg suy nghi 1ong bong t6i timg c6 — xem nio, n6 thure sur im toi budn cudi. Rebecca
mbi diém dam hon nhidu. C6 trach nhiém hon nhiéu. Cir nhur thé mot caip kinh bi phii méu d bi ha xubng — va bdng nhién 6i ¢6 thé nhin thiy nhitng gi
quan trong va nhitng gi khong trén doi nay.

Tham chi sang nay, t6i con nghi rng c6 thé tham gia vao chinh tri hay gi d6. T6i qua Luke va ti da tranh luAn mdt it v& chinh tri. Va phai thira nhan ring,
t6i ¢6 rat nhidu quan diém thi vi. T6i c6 thé 13 mot thanh vién tré tudi, thong minh ctia nghi vién, va duoc phong vn vé nhitng van dé quan trong trén
truyén hinh. T6i c6 thé chuyén vé strc khoé, hay gido duc, hodic gi d6 tuong tir. C6 thé i ngoai giao.

Toi v6i Ky chiée diéu khién mot céch thoai mi va bt tivi 1én, nghi 4 t0i c6 thé xem thoi sur. Toi 4n vai kénh, ¢6 tim BBC1, nhung tivi nhur bj méic ¢ méy
kén truyén hinh cép v& van. Cudi cung t6i chiu thua, danh xem kénh QTV gi do, va dua lung vao goi

Thue su thi, t0i vira nghii, vira nhap mdt ngum ca phé, t6i 1 mdt ngudi kha nghiém tic. D6 ¢6 18 1 Iy do vi sao Luke va t6i lai hop nhau.

Um, Luke. Um, d6 a mdt y kién hay ddy. T6i dang tir hoi anh dau roi.

T6i ngdi trén girong, dang nghi dén viéc vao phong tim lam anh Ay ngac nhién, thi giong mdt ngudi phu nit trén truyén hinh lam t6i chit y.

«_.dang cung cép nhig cip kinh rdm chinh hiing NK Malone gong di mdi, den, va tring, v6i logo NMK duroc ma vang sang bong rat diic trung,”

Thét hip dan, t6i nghi vin vo. Kinh rim NK Malone. Toi uon mudn s& hitu mot cap kinh cia hiing do.


http://ebookfull.net

“Mua ca ba cp...” ngudi phu nit n6i ... va chi cn tra khong phai 400 bang, khong phai 300 bang, Ma 1 200 bang! Qua I mdt khoan tiét kiém toi
40% so vobi gia ban Ié dua ra.””

Toi dén chit mét vao man hinh,

Nhung diéu nity a khong thé. Khong thé ndo. Ban 6 biét nhimg cip kinh ctia NK Malone thurdng c6 gi4 bao nhiéu khong? ft nhét 1 140 bang. Mot
cap! The c6 nghia 1a ban dang tiét kiém duoc...

“Khong can phai giri tién ngay,”” ngudi phy nir noi. “Bon gian chi can goi t6i s6 sau...”

Toéi phin khich quo quang quyen sb trén ban nga va nguéch ngoac ghi lai s dién thoai. Py qua i mot gide mo thanh hién the. Kinh rdm hiéu NK
Malone. Téi hoan toan khong thé tin ndi. Va ba cap! Toi s& khong bao gio phai mua kinh ram nita. Moi nguoi s€ goi toi la C6 Gai Beo NK Malone.
(Con nhitng cap kinh hiéu Armani t6i mua ném ngoai bay gio déu thanh virt di. Lai thoi sach.) Oi, ddy ding 1a mot khoan dang dau tr. Toi gio tay voi
dién thoai va quay so.

Nhung 1di t6i dimg lai.

Khoan da. Rebecca moi phai tir chi hon thé nay. Rebecca méi tham chi con khdng quan tam dén thoi trang nira.

Toi tir tir dat dién thoai xudng, Toi voi diéu khién va chuyen sang kénh khac. Mot chuong trinh vé thé giéi dong vat. Pung, thé thi ding hon. TV quay
can canh mdt con éch xanh bé xiu 1 ctng mOt giong thuyét minh nghiém tic noi & tac dong ciia han hén 1én hé sinh théi. Toi bat to tleng knva ngo1 lai, tw
hai long vai ban than. Dicu nay glong 61 hon. Toi s& khong thém nghi dén nhing cap kinh rdm do6 nita dau. Toi s& nghién clru con &ch nho nhin nay cing
hé sinh thai, va s 4m Ién cuia trai dat. C6 khi Luke va t6i s& n6i chuyén vé nhitng van dé quan trong, subt bita sang,

NK Malone.

Dirng lai. Dirng lai ngay. Xem con éch di, va ca céi con bo miu do ti xiu do...

T6i da mubn c6 duge nhimg chiée kinh NK Malone lu Bmrdi. Va 200 bang qua a mdt gia hoi cho ba cip.

Toi ¢6 thé ting di mot cap.

Vi i ximg dang c6 duoc mdt phan thudng nho, ding khong? Sau tat ca nhitng gi t6i d trai qua? Chi ndt mdt mon do dit tién nho nho nita thdi va thé
1a hét. Toi hira.

Vo léy dién thoai, t6i quay $6. T6i ndi tén va dia chi, thuc long cam on ngudi phy nit r6i rit, rdi dit 6ng nghe xuéng, guong niit t6i nd mot ny cudi mén
nguyén. Ngay hdomnay qua 1a dang trd nén that tuyét voi. Va moi chi ¢d chin gio!

Toi tit churong trinh thé giéi dong vat, ric lai vao trong chén, va nhim mit lai. C6 khi Luke va t6i s& danh tron ca ngdy ¢ ddy, trong can phong dang yéu
nay. Co6 khi chung t6i s€ goi so huyet va sdm panh Ién. (Thure ra t6i hy vong va khong, vi toi ghét so huyet.) C6 khi chiing t6i s&...

Chin gio, mbt giong ndi nho trong t6i chen ngang. Toi cau may mot lic, lic dAu, 16i trd ngudi dé thoat khoi nd. Nhung né van ¢ do, thoi thic, kho chiu
trong dau toi.

Chin gio. Chin...

Va dot nhién toi ngdi bat ddy trén giwong, mit mo to hoang hét. Oi Chia oi.

Chin rudi.

Derek Smeath.

Toi da hira I s& dén d6. Toi da hira. Va bay gio t6i & ddy, con ¢6 nira tiéng ddng hd dé di, ca quang duong tir Ritz. Oi Chia oi. Toi phéi lim gi day?
Toi tit tivi, vo dAu birt tai, ¢ nghi that binh tinh va tinh tdo. Pugc 101, néu di ngay, t6i c6 thé lam duge. Néu toi mic quan 4o cang nhanh cang t6t, va
chay xudng cau thang, nhay vao mdt chlec taxi — toi rat c6 thé s& lim duoc. Fulham cach day khong xa im C6 18 t6i s& tré 15 phit, ding khong? Ching
61 van c6 thé hen gip dugc. Cude hen van c6 thé dién ra.

Theo Iy thuyét, nd van co thé dién ra.

“Chao,” Luke noj, 16 dAu ra khoi phong tim. ANh dang quin mot chiéc khén tim quanh nguoi, vai giot nurde long lanh trén vai. Toi chura timg dé y vai
anh t0i qua. To6i nghi, va nhin vao ching, Chua oi, ching thit goi cam. Nhin chung, anh ay thye sy Ia...

“Rebecca, moi chuyén 6n chir?”

“0,” 61 n6i, nho nhe. “Vang, moi thr that tuyét. Rét dang yéu! Oi, va doan thir xem? Bm vira m&i mua mot thir dep tuyét...”



Va 16i, vily do ndo d6 toi ngimg lai.
T61 khong 1 vi sao.
“Chi l4... &n séang thoi ndo,” thay vi d6 t6i n6i va chi vé khay thirc an ngudi phuc vu phong bé 1én. “Ngon tuyét.”

Mot c4i nhin kh6 hiéu thodng qua mit Luke va anh lai bién mét vao nha tim. Puoc roi, nhanh, t6i tw nh. Toi dang dinh im gi? C6 phai t6i dang dinh
neic quan do va di? Co phai t6i s€ di dén cudc gap?

Tay t6i da voi chiée i nhur thé n6 ¢6 linh hon vay; t6i 16i ra mdt tim danh thiép va quay so.

Vi, v t6i i, ching t6i khong nhat thiét phai gip, ding khong? Toi s& giri cho 6ng dy mdt td séc tht Ion.
V4, dir sao di ching nita, c6 & t6i s& khong bao gidr ¢6 thé tra duoc ding han.

V4, ¢6 khi 6ng ta ciing ching thém ban tim. C6 & s& con mdt ddng thir 6ng ta thich im hon 4y chir.

“Xin chao?” t6i n6i vao dién thoai, thay that d& chiu khi Luke xuit hién ding sau t6i va bit dau ric vao tai toi. “Xin chdo, vang, t6i... t6i mudn dé lai 1oi
nhan cho 6ng Smeath.”

Cong ty trach nhiém hitu han Khung Bep
Ngdi nha hanh phtic cho mbi gia dinh

230A PUONG BURNSIDE LEEDS L6 4ST
Gtri cd Rebecca Bloonwood

Canhj s6 2

S6 4 duong Burney

London SW6 8FD

Ngay 7 thang 4 ndm 2000

C6 Rebecca thin mén,

Toi viét thur dé thong bao da nhén duogc 136 chiéc Khung Pep (kiéu “Sherborne” — xanh da trdi). Camon co rét nhicu vi cng trinh dep d& ny. Ching
t61 giri kém theo day mdt tam séc £272, cling voi mau dang ky gia cong khung anh tiép theo cho co.

Quén Iy chat Irong ctia ching t6i, ba Sandra Rowbotham yéu cau toi i 10i t61 ¢0 rang ba vo ctng ngac nhién voi cht lurgng cong viéc ngay tir ]ﬁn dau
ctia c6. Nguoi moi tap viée hiem khi dat dugce tiéu chuan Cam Két Chat rong Khung Pep - dicu d6 ching to ¢d ¢ kha nang lam khung anh bam sinh.

Do vy, 0 mudn mdi ¢ dén trinh bay ky thut cia ¢0 tai hoi thio Nguoi im Khung Anh ctia ching t6i, 0 chire tai Wilmslow ngiy 21 théng 6 t6i. Dy
la dip d€ tat ca cac thanh vién m viée tai nha ctia cong ty Khung Bep gap g0, chuyén tro, va trao doi kinh nghiém lam khung. Toi chéc rang, déy s la
mot dip hét stre tha vi!

CHiing t6i rét mong nhan duoc tin cia co.

Malcolm Headley

Gidm ddc San xult

T.B: C6 phai c6 chinh Ia Rebecca Bloomwood, chuyén gia trong chirong trinh Morning Coffee khong?

NGAN HANG ENDWICH.

CHI NHANH FULHAM

S6 3 duong Fulham

London SW6 9JH

Gtri ¢6 Rebecca Bloomwood

Canhd s6 2



S6 4 duong Burney

London SW6 8FD

Ngay 10 thang 4 nam 2000

C6 Bloonwood than mén,

Camon ¢6 vi khoan tién £1.000 vira giri.

Bai vi tai khoan ctia ¢6 hién nay dang ¢ tinh trang kha tdt, t6i nghi ring ching ta ¢6 thé hodn cudc gip niit lai.
D sao, hdy tin ring t6i s& tiép tuc dé it dén tinh hinh ctia ¢6 va s& lién hé, néu van dé thay doi.

Chuc moi diéu t6t dep.

Tréan trong,

Derek Smeath

Giam déc

T.B.: T6i rét d6n cho sur thé hién tiép theo ctia ¢b trén Morning Coffee
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