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Chuong 1

OK, PUNG HOANG HOT. Bimg hoang hét. Pon gian chi 1 vén dé sip xép lai mot chit, giit binh finh va quyét dinh chinh xAc thir can mang theo. Va
sau d6 x€p gon gang chiing vao vali. Y t6i 14, viéc d6 thi khé cai gi?

Toi Iui lai khoi cai giwong bura bon cuia minh va nham miit lai, thoang hy vong ring néu thanh tm cau nguyén thi quan 40 ciia t6i bang cach mau nhiém
130 d6 co thé t sdp xép thanh nhimg chong duoc gap £on gang, Glong nhu trong vai bai tap chi huéng dan cach déng g6i hanh Iy da bao ban lam thé
ndo dé 6 thé di du lich v6i chi mdt chiéc xa rong ré tién va khéo 1o bién n6 thanh sau bo do khac nhau. (Biéu m t6i luén nghii hoan toan ki mdt tro bip
bom, béi vi, OK, cai xa rong chi dang 10 bang nhung né s& kéo theo hang loat cac phu kién khac tdn hang triim bang n ching ta thuong khong chi ¥.)

Nhung khi t6i mo& it ra, toan by déng 16n xon van ndm nguyén & d6. Ma thurc ra, tham chi co vé nhu con nhiéu hon thé, ctr nhur thé trong lic t6i nhim
mat, quan 4o clia t0i bi mit nhay ra khoi ngiin kéo va nhay nhét khip girong, Moi chd t6i nhin deu Ia nhitng d6ng I 11 16n xon toan.. trm... do. Gidy,
bdt, do phdng, tap chi... mdt gio qua tang clia Body Shop dang dot giam gia... mdt khoa hoc tiéng Y ctia Linguaphone mé t6i chic chéin s& bat dau som
thoi... mot thir gi d6 dé xong hoi mt... Va, kiu hanh ngy trén nyit ban trang diém ctia t6i 1 mot chiéc mét na dau kiém va mot thanh kiém toi m6i mua
hom qua. Mua ¢ cira hang tir thién c6 40 bang!

T6i cAm kiém Ién va thir dura vai duong vé phia hinh anh phén chiéu ctia minh trong gwong, DAy thuc tinh | mdt s tring hop ngiu nhién, béi toi da co y
dinh hoc d4u kiém tir trude d6 rét 1au, ké tir khi t6i doc bai viét vé& mdn thé thao nay trén td Daily World. Ban c6 biét chin cc van dong vién kiém thuat
dep hon chén céc van dong vién khic khong? Ngoai ra, néu ban | mdt chuyén gia kiém thuat, ban c6 thé tré thanh dién vién dong thé trong mdt bo phim
ndo dé va kiém dugc boi tién! Vi thé viée 16i dang dinh 1am 12 hoc kiém thudt va phai thit gioi, t6i nghi 61 s& s6m Bm duoc diéu do thoi

Va 16i - ddy la ké hoach nho chi riéng t6i biét - khi co dai vang, hay céi gi ciing dugc, t6i s& viét thu cho Catherine Zeta-Jones. Boi vi chic chén co ay
can mdt ngudi dong thé, ding khong nao? Va tai sao nguoi d6 lai khong phai I t61? Thure te 13 ¢ thé b ay s€ uru ai mot ai d6 nguoi Anh. Co thé o ay
s€ goi dién lai va ndi c6 ay thudng xuyén nhin thay t01 xuét hién trén truyén hinh cap, va c6 4y da luén mubn gip toi! Bonnay c6 & s& rét hop ca, va hoa
ra ¢6 khiéu hai hurée nhu nhau va con nhiéu diém chung khac. Va sau d6 t6i s& bay dén ngdi nha sang trong ciia ¢b dy, va ¢ co hdi gip Michael
Douglas va choi dua véi con hg. Chiing t6i s& cam théy thodi mai bén nhau nhu nhiing ngudi ban cti, va mdt tap chi nao d6 s€ dang tai mot bai dac bigt
vé chiing t6i trén chuyén muc ban than cuia sao, va tham chi ho con yéu cAu t6i trd thanh...

“Chao Bex!” Gt bén minh, nhing hinh dnh hanh phiic khi t6i curdi dia ciing Michael va Catherine bién mét, va dau oc t0i 0 rang trd lai. Suze, ban cing
nha, dang tho than trong phong t6i, mic mdt bd pyjama hoa co 10, mai toc vang hoe tet dudi sam “Cau dang lam gi the?”” c6 ay to mo hoi.

“Khong gi ca!” Toi dap va voi vang cat thanh kiém di. “Chi Ia...cau viét ddy. Giit eo 4y na.”

“Puge 161, ¢d lo dang ndi. “Vay - viée dong goi hanh Iy ctia cau dén dau rf)i" C6 4y tha thén dénbén 1o Suoi, cé.m mdt thoi son 1én, va bét dau 6.
Suze thudng xuyén lam vay trong phong t6i - chi tha thén nhét do 1én, nhin ngamva dat xuong chd cii. C6 4y ndi ¢b Ay thich céi cach ban khong bao gio
biét minh s& c6 thé tim thdy g, ctr nhur trong mt cira hing ban b cii vay. Piéu ma t6i kha chéc chén ring c6 ndi voi thién y.

“Moi thir déu tdt dep ca,” toi dap. “Minh chi dang quyét dinh s& mang chiéc vali nao thoi.”

“0,” Suze ndi, quay nhin quanh, mdi cb Ay hoi hdng hong “Chiéc mau kem bé bé kia thi sao? Hay chiéc i du lich méu d6?”

“Minh nghii ¢6 18 c4i nay,” t6i vira ndi vira 161 tir gim girong ra chiée vali méu xanh 14 ma. Toi mua né cudi tudn trude va n6 dep mé hon.

“Wow!” Suze n6i, mét mo to. “Bex! Cai ndy qua dinh! Cau mua né ¢ dau vay?”

“Fenwicks,” t61 dap, cudi sung sudng. “No6 qua tuyét ding khong?”

“N6 I chiéc vali dep nhét ma t& timg thiy!” Suze ndi, tay min me chiéc vali day ngudng mj. “Vy...cau co ca thay bao nhiéu chiéc vali r6i?” C6 ay
ngude nhin née ti quan 4o ctia toi, trén d6 ngdn ngang ndo 1 chiée vali miu ndu bang da, mot chiéc rrong son mai, va ba chiéc vali dung do trang diém
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“0, cau biét ddy,” t6i ndi va thoang nhiin vai chéng ché. “Ciing khong dang bao nhiéu.”

Toi ngo réing gin day t0i mua hoi nhidu vali. Nhung vin dé I, hang thip ky nay t6i khong mua cdi ndo, t0i c6 mbi mt ci tii ¢l bing vi dit voi nhitng
chit in bi mon vet. Va chi vai thang trude, t6i tim thay anh sang khai huyen cta doi minh gitta cira hang Harrods, hoi giong thénh Paul lic trén duong den
Mandalay. Vali. Va ké tir do, t6i da luon bu dép cho tat ca nhitng nam thang day thiéu thon.

Ngoai ra ai ciing biét mua duoc vali t6t 13 mdt khoan dau tur.

“Minh di pha tra dy,” Suze n6i. “Cau muén mot coe khong?”

“U, cho minh mdt cdc!”” t5i néi. “Va mdt chiéc banh Kitkat nita chi?” Suze mim cudi.

“Chéc chén I Kitkat roi.”

Mo gan déy, mdt ngudi ban ciia Suze ngi nho trén ghé sofa nha ching t6i - va khi roi di, anh 4y cho ching t6i mot hop banh Kitkat to 2dm 100 chiéc.
Déy qua la mén qua cam on tuyét voi, nhung n6 ciing dong nghia véi vide tat ca nhing gi ching toi nhdi vao bung trong ca ngay troi la banh Kitkat. Da
thé, i qua Suze con bao rang, ching t6i cang an nhanh thi ching cang nhanh hét, vi vy theo cach nio d6 s& tot hon khi ching t6i nhdi ngay vao bung
cang nhiéu banh cang tot.

Suze ling thitng budc ra khoi phong va toi quay lai voi chiée vali ctia minh. Ping roi. Tap trung, Ddng gbi. Viée nay khong nén mét nhidu thoi gian moi
phai. Tat ca nhitng gi t6i can Ia mot chice ti di dong duoc thu nhé trong hét strc chian phurong cho mdt ky nghi lAng man i ngay & Somerset, Toi tham chi
con liét ké ra mot danh sach, viéc nay s€ lam moi thir tré nén gon nhe.

Quén bo: hai chiéc. D& niic. Bui phii v khong qué bui/

Ao phong

Thyc ra, nén mang ba chiéc quﬁp bo. Minh phai mang theo chiéc quan mdi ctia Diesel, n6 nhin chung khé 6n, dit hoi bé mdt chit. Minh s& chi e n6 vai
tiéng vao buoi toi hay dai loai the.

Ao phong

O, con chiéc quan dui théu cta Oasis nita, t6i chira x6 vao An ndo. Vi lai quén dii thi tinh im gi béi vi vé ciin ban ching ciing nhu quin sode thoi. Di
sao nd ciling khong ton miy cho, nhi?

OK, ¢6 I& quin bo thé 1 ciing di1 rdi. Lic ndo minh ciing ¢6 thé sam thém néu can ma.

Ao phong: hra chon. D& xem nﬁo.nTréng trom, tat nhién rdi. Ghi xam, cing vy luon. Ao sat nach den, vest den (Calvin Klein), vest den khac
(Warehouse, nhung thue sy nhin 6n hon céi kia), 4o khong tay mau hong, hong anh bac, hong...

Toi dung lai, dang gitra chirng xep nhitng chlec 40 phong da duoc gip vao vali. Viée nay thit ngu ngde. Sao t01 lai phai don trudc minh s& mudn méic
cai 40 phong nao? Dleu duy nhit dang n6i vé 4o phong 14 ban chon ching vao budi sang tity theo tim trang, gidng nhur pha 1 hay dau hurong ligu vay.
Thir tudng trong néu t6i ngd day va thém méc chiée “Elvis Is Groovy” nhung lai khong mang n6 theo thi thé nao?

Ban biét khong, ti nghi ti chi viéc mang tat tan tat di. Y 6i 1, vai cai 4o phong thi ciing chéing ton bao nhiéu dién tich. Toi thim chi s& ching dé tim dén
ching,

Toi nhét tat ca vao vali va mang thém mdt vai cai 4o 16t dé iy may.

Tuyét ctii méo. Chién hroc nhdi nhét nay thue sy hiéu qua. OK, lim gi tiép day?

Muoi phiit sau, Suze tha than tré lai phong, mang theo hai cdc tra va ba chiéc banh Kitkat cho ca hai. (Ching t6i d di dén thong nhét rang an dén bon
cai, thanh thit ma ndi, cling khong khac di duoc.)

“Clia cau ndy,” cd Ay ndi - rdi nhin t6i gAn hon. “Bex, cau on chir?”

“Minh 6n,” t6i ni, cam thiy mét minh hoi hng lén. “Minh chi dang c6 gip chiéc 4o vest cach nhiét ny nho lai mdt chit.”

Toi d§ gap xong cai 40 khoac bo va 4o lghoéc da, nhung ban khéng thé dur QOén trurde duoc thoi tiét thang Chinh ding khong nao? Y 6i 13, vao lic nay,
troi ning va nong, nhung ngay mai c6 thé s& co tuyet roi. Va dicu gi xdy ra néu Luke va t6i di dao ¢ ving nong thén qué moc mac? Ma t6i lai c6 chice o

vest den tuyét dep hiéu Patagonia ttr doi ndo 10i m6i chi dién c6 mdt An. T6i ¢b gip no lai, nhung no truot khoi tay va roi xudng san nha. Chua oi,
chuyén ndy nhéc t6i nhé dén chuyén di cim trai cting nha Brownie, t0i d4 ¢b nhét cai i nga trd lai boc.

“Noi lai cho minh, cau dinh di bao nhiéu ngaty dy nhi?” Suze hoi.
“Ba ngy,” Toi thoi khong ¢b nén cho chiéc 4o vest vao khoang tréng chi c6 kich ¢& ctia mdt bao diém, va n6 vui nhon bét tung trd lai hinh dang ci.

Chung himg, t0i ndm xoai xudng girdng va nhip mdt ngum tra. Dié}l to1 khéng‘hiéu 13 lam thé ndo ngudi ta c6 thé dong eoi hanh Iy qué u gon nhe? Ban
ludn thay cac doanh nhin sai bude €n may bay duy chi véi mdt chiéc vali bé bang cai hdp dung giay co banh truot. Lam sao ho lam duoc nhu vay? Hay



ho ¢ quan 4o ¢6 phép thudt c6 thé co lai duoc?
“Sao cau khong mang thém ci ti du lich nita?”” Suze goi y.
“Cau nghi vy sa0?” Toi nhin mo hd vao chiéc vali chat ctmg dd. Nghii mi xem, ¢6 1& t6i khong cin dén ba doi bbt. Hay mot ci khéin choang 1ong.

R&i mdt y nghii bét chot ndy dén véi t6i, hdu nhur cudi tun ndo Suze ciing di xa, va ¢d 4y chi mang theo mbi mdt c4i ti mémnhoé ti hin. “Suze, lam thé
ndo cdu dong goi hanh i dugc? Céu phai c6 cach nao d6 cha?”

“Minh khong biét,” ¢b Ay nbi mo hd. “Minh nghi minh van m nhing gi dugc day ¢ trudng Miss Burton. Céu chon ra mbt bo myic trong mot dip cu thé -
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va cir nhur thé ma hm thoi” Co a 4y bat dau danh ddu bang cac ngdn tay. “Ching han nhur...d6 mic khi lai xe, an t6i, ngdi bén bé boi, choi tennis...” Co
4y ngude én. “O ding rdi, va nén niic mdi bo it nhét ba lAn.”

Chuia 0i, Suze diing la mot thién tai. C6 Ay biét tit ca nhing thir thudc thé loai ndy. B6 me gri c0 éy dén Hoc bién Miss Burton khi ¢6 4y 18 tuéi, day
noi nao d6 ¢ London danh cho g101 thurong luru, noi nglrm ta day ban nhitng thtr nhu lim thé ndo dé ndi chuyén voi mdt giam muc va ra khoi chiée 6 t6
thé thao trong mdt chiéc vay ngin. C6 Ay tham chi con biét cach cho motk con tho ra khoi chudng ga.

Nhanh chong t6i bit tay vao vach Ién mdt miu gidy vai c4i gach ddu dong mang tinh tong quat. Hay dai loai nhw Vay. Téty hon @éu 50 voi viée nhdi nhét
d06 ngau nhién vao vali. Bang cach ndy, t6i s¢ khong mang theo nhitng b khong can thiét ma chi mang nhitng thir can thict toi thicu.

B6 thir nhét: Ngdi canh bé boi (troi ndng).

B6 thir hai: Ngdi canh bé boi (trdi nhiéu méy).

B6 thir ba: Ngdi canh bé boi (phin mong trong by vao budi sang).

B6 thir tur: Ngdi canh bé boi (mdt ai khac ciing méc db boi gibng minh).
B¢ thir nam:

Pién thoai reo & hanh lang, nhung t6i chi kip ngude 1én. Toi c6 thé nghe thy Suze n6i chuyén rit hao himg - mbt lic sau, ¢d Ay xudt hién & cira, mét
hdng ing 1én va rat khodi chi.

“Cau biét gi khong?”” ¢o Ay néi. “Doan di.”

“Gi vay?”

“Box Beautiful vira ban hét tit tan tat khung anh ctia minh! Ho vira goi dién dat thém mot it nira!”
“Vay sao Suze? Tuyét qua!” to1 hét Ién.

“Minh biét!” C6 dy lao vao va ching t6i 6m chim My nhau va gan nhu nhay tung tung, trude khi c6 Ay kip nhén ra minh dang cam mdt diéu thude va
xém cht nita thi da thiéu rui toc toi.

Piéu dang kinh ngac‘]é, Suze méi chi bt dﬁu'lélmkhung anh vai thang trude day - ma bay gio da cung cép duogc cho bén cira hang & d4t London nay, va
mdy cra hang nay déu &n nén lamra ca. C6 dy cting xuat hién trong ca dong tap chi, va trong moi thir. Diéu d6 chang c6 gi dang ngac nhién boi vi khung
anh cta 6 dy qua tuyét. Lo hang m6i nhét ciia ¢6 4y lim bang chét liéu vai tuyt mau tia va duogc déng vao hop mau ghi anh bac tuyét dep, tit ca lai duoc

£oi trong giay lya mau lamnhat. (Nhén tién n6i thém, t0i da gitip chon mau hoi bi chuan ddy.) C6 Ay qué thanh cong, ¢6 4y tham chi khong phéi tir lam tat
ca cac hang ban nita ma ¢6 thé giri mau thiét ké dén mdt xuong nho & Kent, va khi ching duoc giri lai, ching da dugc im xong xudi.

“VAy cau da xong vdi c4i th quan 4o clia ciu chira?”’ ¢b Ay vira ndi vira rit mot hoi thube 1a.
b1, 161 dap va khua khua méanh gidy trude mit c6 dy. “Té da bd tri ca rdi. Dén doi tt cudi cling luon.”

“Rét 6n!”

“Va thir duy nhét t& cAn mua,” t6i than nhién n6i thém, % mot d6i xang dan méu hoa tir dinh hurong.”

“Xang dan mau hoa tir dinh huwong?”

“Um.” T6i ngudc én nhin mjt cach ngdy tho. “Ping thé, minh cin mdt doi kiéu kiéu nhw vay. Cau biét dy, chi | mdt doi vira dep vira ré dé két hop
V6i vai bd quan 40 thoi ma...”

“Puoc 10, Suze ndi, va ngimg lai, khd cau may. “Bex... ¢ phai ciu vira ndi vé& doi xang dan méu hoa tir dinh hurong tudn trude? Cai doi dit cit co tir
hiéu LK Bennett phéi khong?”

“Minh vira n6i dén doi d6 sao?”” Toi cam thiy nit minh d6 1én mot chut. “Minh... minh khong nhé im. C6 18 vay. Nhung di sao thi...”



“Bex.” Suze dot nhién ném cho t6i mt cai nhin day nghi hogic. “Bay gio hdy noi thit cho té. Cau co thyre sy can d6i xing dan mau hoa tir dinh hiong d6
khong? Hay chi don thuan céu muon cé ching?”’

“Khong!” t6i chbng ché. “Minh thue sur cin ching! Nhin nay!”

T6i 161 ké hoach sép xép quin 4o ra, md 16 ra, va chi cho Suze thiy. Phai ndi ring toi rit tw hao vé n6. N6 1 mot biéu dd phét trién kha phurc tap, toan
ky hi€u vudng, mii tén, va dau hoa thi do.

“Wow!” Suze thit Ién. “Cau hoc & dau cach am méy thir kiéu nay?”

“O truodng dai hoc,” t6i ndi ddy khiém tén. Minh ¢ bang cir nhén Kinh doanh va Ké toan - va diéu déng ngac nhién 1 cai thir do lai thuong xuyén c6 ich
lam sao.”

“Thé cai ki hiéu vudng vudng ndy 1 gi?”” ¢6 Ay hoi va chi tay vao to gidy.

“Po l...”t0i liéc miit nhin va ¢6 nh6 lai. “Minh nghi d6 | néu bon minh dén mdt nha hng thyc s sang trong ndo d6 ma minh thi da méic chiéc vay
Whistles trong t6i trudc d6 roi.”

“Con cainay?”

“Do Ia khi ching minh di leo ndi da. Va day” - t6i chi vao mdt cai hop trong khong - “1a chd minh can doi xang dan mau hoa tir dinh huong Néu khong
¢6 16 thi by quin 4o ndy ching dé im gi, va ca cai ndy nita... va toan bd ké hoach ny s& sup d6. Néu thé minh cing ching budn di nita.”

Suze im ling mt lic, rdi xem xét ké hoach sap xép quén 40 ciia t6i, trong khi toi cin mdi can loi ddy lo ling va lam dau hiéu cAu may nin sau kg,

Toi biét viée niy ¢6 vé khong binh thurong, Toi biét hiu hét moi ngudi déu khong dé ban clng phong kiém sot tirmg m6n db ho mua. Nhung su that 1,
cach day khong lau t6i dai loai da hira véi Suze mot viée nho, d6 1a dé co Ay kiém soat viée mua sim ctia t6i. Ban biét day. Chi a dé mét dén moi thir
thoi

Dimg hiéu sai vige nayy. Khong phai toi dang c6 vin dé hay bat ky thir i dai loai nhu vy. Chi ] vi mély théng trude, 61 da im vao... Puoc roi. Mot kho
khé.n tai chinh rat nho tbc*)i NO thure su,chi 12 m{t van de€ nhé xiu, khong c6 gi dang lo. Nhung Suze thuc sy hoang khi phat hién ra so tién t6i ng, va noi
rang vi loi ich ctia toik€ tir bay gio c6 ay s& giam sat moi chi ti€u clia toi.

Cb Ay n6i 1o va da giir 101. CO 4y rat nghiém khéc, thyre sy vAy. Thinh thoang t6i ciing thiy sg co Ay c6 thé s& n6i khong,

“T hiéu dugc ycau 1OL" cudi clng co éy ciling Ién tiéng “Cau thue sy khong con sy lua chon ndo nita, dung khong?”

“Chinh x4c,” t6i thd phao. Toi Ky lai ban ké hoach, gép lai, va cit nd vao tii.

“Nay Bex, cai kia m6i, phai khong?” Suze bat ngd hoi. C6 Ay mo t quan 4o cla ti va toi cam thiy ddy than kinh cang ra. C6 4y nhan mét khi nhin thiy
chiéc 40 khoac moi mau mét ong dang yéu cuia t6i, cai ma toi phai lén it mang vao nha hdm trude trong lic ¢d ay tam.

Y 6i 13, 16 rang t6i da dinh ndi voi ¢b Ay vé nd. Toi chi chua tim dugce co hoi dé ké véi ¢d Ay thoi.
Lam on ding nhin vao gid tién, t6i luynh quynh nghi. Lam on dimg nhin vio gi4 tién.

“Um..or,” t6i dap. 'Dring i n6 méi. Nhung van dé 13.... minh can mdt cai 4o khoac dep, phong khi minh dugc yéu cau quay ngoai canh cho chuyén muc
Morming Coffee.”

“Liéu c6 thé thé khong?”” Suze bdi rdi hoi. “Y minh 1a minh nghi cdng viée ctia cau chi 1 ngdi trong trurdng quay va dua ra nhitng oi khuyén vé tai chinh.”
“Thi thé... cau khong bao gidr biét rdi. Cach tt nhét 1 bao gior cling chuén bi sin sang.”

“Minh ciing doan vdy...” Suze ndi day hoai nghi. “Vay con c4i 4o sat ndch ndy thi sao?” C6 Ay kéo mdt cai méc do. “Céi niy ciing m6il”

“Cai d6 dé mac Ién hinh,” t6i nhanh nhau dép.

“Con céi chin vay nay?”

“Dé lén hinh.”

“Con miy cai quan moi nay?”’

“Dé én...”

“Bex.” Suze nheo miit nhin t6i. “Cau con bao nhiéu bd quﬁn 40 nita dé mic 1én hinh?”

“qJ....cAu biét dAy,” t6i bao chita. “Minh cAn vai sy hiu thudn. Y minh 1, Suze ndy, cai ma chiing ta dang no6i dénhsu nghiép ctia minh. Sy nghiép ctia



“U.” Suze cudi cing ciing Ién tiéng. “Dung vy, minh ciing hiéu duoc viée ndy.” C6 dy voi tay Ky chiée 4o ua do cuia toi. “Cai ndy dep thit.”
“Minh biét,” t6i twroi cudi. “Minh mua dé méic cho s chuyén dé thang Mot!”
“Cau da duoc im s6 chuyén dé thang Mot rdi sa0?” Suze néi. “O, 6 ndi vé chit dé gi vay?”

“N6 s& co tén goi “Nhing Nguyén tic Tai chinh Co ban ctia Becky,” t6i dap va véi tay By thoi son bong, “né chéic s& rat tuyét. Nam phan doan, mdi
phén doan mudi phit, chi ¢ minh!”

“Vay - nhitng nguyén tic tai chinh co ban ctia cau B gi?”” Suze hio himg hoi.

“Um... that ra thi minh chua c6 y tuong nao ca,” toi dap trong lic can than t6 son. “Nhung ciu biét ddy. Minh s& tim ra c4u tra 101 khi ndo gin dén lic
can.” Toi dong nap thoi son bong va voi tay Iy ao khoac. “Gap céu sau nhé!”

“QK.,” Suze n6i. “Va nho rang chi mot doi gidy thoi day nhé!”
“Puoc rdi! Minh hira!”

Suze that dang yéu vi lun lo Eing cho t6i. Nhung c6 4y khong can phai im thé. Noi that, co 4y chura thurc sw hiéu con ngudi da thay ddi cia t6i hién tai
nhu thé ndo. OK, ctr cho 1 dau ndm nay tdi cling gap chit rac roi ve tai chinh. Thuc & 1a cling c6 lic t61 da ng khoang... Puoc roi. Thuc su rat nhieu
tién.

Nhung sau d6 t6i ha canh an toan ¢ chuyén muyc Morning Coffee, va moi thir da thay d6i. Toi da hoan toan xoay chuyén cudc doi minh, Iam viéc that
cham chi, va tra hét moi khoan ng. iing vay, t6i da tra hét 1o nan! Toi viét hét tAm séc nay dén tim séc khic - va x6a ng hét cc khoan no dong trén
the tin dung, tht ca hoa don mua hang ciia cac cua hiéu, tht ca dong glay 1o viét nguéch ngoac cho Suze. (C6 4y da khong thé tin ndi khi toi ting ¢o iy
tAm séc tri gia vai tram bang, Péu tién c6 Ay khong chiu nhan, nhung i ¢6 doi ¥ va ra ngoai mua chiée 4o khoéc ong ciru dep nhit qua dét nay.)

Thanh thit mi n6i, trd hét moi khoén no' & cam giéc tuyét voi nhét, hao sang nhét trén doi. Chuyén d6 moi chi xdy ra vai thang trude - nhung ti vin cam
thay cuc ky phan khich khi nghi vé nd. Thuc su khdng ¢ gi danh bai dugc mdt ngudi khi ho hoan toan va tuyét di lam chu vé tai chinh, phai khdng nhi?

Va hay chi can nhin vao t01 bay gio. Toi la mot con nguot hoan toan khac voi Becky ctia ngdy xura. Toi bay gio la mbt con ngudi d6i moi. Toi tham chi
khong mac mot khoan thau chi nao!

Ban dang doc truyén Tin D6 Shopping Oanh Tac Manhattan dwoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 2

DUQC RO, OK. Tdi ciing ¢6 chi trdi mdt chit. Nhung Iy do duy nhat a gin day t0i thyre hign tim nhin chién hroc va dau tur khé nng tay cho sur
nghiép. Luke, ban trai t0i, la mdt doanh nhin. Anh c6 cong ty riéng vé PR tai chinh va moi thir. Vai tuan trrde anh n6i mt dicu gi do ma t6i thy thue sur
¢d y nghia: “’Ai muon lamra dugc mdt tri€u thi phai vay mit triéu trude da.”

Thi thye, hén 1 0 phdi ¢6 6¢ kinh doanh bam sinh hay dai loai nhu viy vi ngay sau khi anh n6i diéu nay, t0i cam thy dong tinh ghé gém. Toi thim chi
con nhan thay minh Iam bam thanh tiéng di€u ndy mdt minh. Anh ay qua diing. Lam sao ban cé thé mong kiém duoc tién khi ban khong tiéu chung trudc?

Vi thé t6i ciing dau tur khong it vao quan 4o miic dé 1én hinh - cong vai vai lan cat toc xin, vai lin stra mong va cham soc da niit. Doi lin mat xa. Boi vi ai
ciing biet ban khong thé lam viéc tot néu ban dang stress toan than.

Toi ciing déu tur mua mot chiéc may tinh moi tri gid 2.000 bang - nhung 1 mjt mon dd thiét yéu boi vi doan thir xem? Toi dang viét mot cudn sach
huéng dan vé tai chinh! | Negay sau khi xuat hién thurdng xuyén trén chuong trinh Morning Cofiee, 61 da gip nhimg nguoi Jam xuét ban t6t bung ndy, ho
moi t6i n trra va ndi ring t6i 1 ngudn dong vién d6i voi nhimg ngudi gip kho khan vé tai chinh & Kkhép moi noi Dicu d6 nghe khong tuyét sao? Ho tra
t01 1.000 bang trurdie khi t6i tham chi dat bt Viét mot tir - va t6i s& nhan duoc mdt khoan gap boi khi cudn séch thire s duoe xut ban. Cudn sach s&
¢ tén Chi dan ctia Becky Bloonwood vé vén dé tai chinh. Hoac ¢ thé a Quan li tién theo cach ctia Becky Bloonwood.

T6i chura tim dugc thoi gian dé bét tay vao viét lich, nhung t6i thye sur nghi rang viéc quan trong nhat i tim dwoc mot tiéu de phithop, va phan con lai
ctr thé s& dau vao ddy. Nhung t6i thue sur da vach ra hang déng y tudng vé viée s& miic gi trong tAm hinh tac gia in trén cubn séch.

Vi vy vé co ban thi chang ¢6 gi ngac nhién khi t6i dang chi troi mot chit tai thoi diém nay. Nhung vin dé Ia, toan bo s6 tlen d¢ dang ¢ ngoai kia, phuc
vu cho 6. Va may mén thay 6ng chit ngén hang cta t6i, Derek Smeath, lai rit thong cam voi nhirng nhu cau cta to1. Ong Ay rt tir t&, thue sy nhur véy.
Trong mdt thoi gian dai ching t6i hoan toan khong in ro véi nhau - ma theo t6i nghi 6 chi i vAn dé giao tiép chir khong phai bét ky chuyén gi khéc.
Nhung khi ching t6i gip & va ¢6 budi chuyén trd vui vé khé 1au (thém vao do i cho 6ng Ay vai 1oi khuyén vé viéc mua gi cho vo 6ng Ay vao dip Gidng
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sinh) thi bay gior ti thuc sur nghii 5ng Ay hiéu toi tir dau dén. Va sy that 13, di nhién, t6i biét nghil hon nhiéu so vai trude day.

Vidy, t6i c6 mot thai 4§ hoan toan khéc vé chuyén mua sim. Ton chi m6i cia t6i 3 “Chi Mua Nhing GiBan Can.” Toi biét didu d6 nghe c6 vé nhur qué

don gidn - nhung thye ra n6 cling rat hiéu qua. Trude khi mua g, t6i cling tw hoi minh cu hoi: “Toi ¢ cn c4i nay khong?” Va chi khi cau tra 1oi 1 c6 thi

61 mdi mua. Tat cd chung quy chi 2 van dé tu rén luyén.

Vi thé, vi du nhur, khi vao cira hiéu LK Bennett, toi tap trung vao muc tiéu va di thing dén do6. Khi t61 bude vao, mot doi bét cao ot mau do bt mit toi
- nhung t6i nhanh chong quay di va tién thing dén gian bay ban xing dan. bay Ia cach t6i mua sam gan day: khong dung lai, khong liéc ngang liéc doc,

khong dé mit t6i nhirng mon hang khac. Noi khong ngay ca voi loat gidy dé mém co dat trang kim tuyét dep & dang kia. Toi chi viéc di thang dén chd

d6i xang dan ma t6i mudn, Ky ching xudng khoi ké, va n6i voi ngudi ban hang, “Vui ong cho t6i mdt doi nhur thé nay & 6.”

bi tlﬁngrvé tién dén muye tiéu. Chi mua nhirng gi ban gén va khong gi khac nira. Day la diém méu cht cta viée mua sdmc6 kiém soat. Toi tham chi s&
khong liéc mat vao doi gidy gt cao nhon hoat mau hong rat dep kia, mic duiné s€ hop dén do hoan hao véi chiéc vay bo mdi mau hong cia toi.

Noi khong véi ca doi xang dan got ong anh kia nita.

D sao chiing ciing thét dep, phai khong? Toi ban khoan khong biét néu di vao chan thi thé nao nhi?

Oi Chiia oi. Piéu nay that sy kho khan.

C6 didu quai qui gi vé nhing d6i giay thé? Y t6i I, toi thich hau hét moi loai quan 4o, nhung mot doi giay 6t co thé khlen 61 mon moi. Thinh thoang khi
Suze khong ¢ nha, t6i mo tii ra va dam dam nhin vao tht ca nhing doi gidy ctia minh, gidng nhur mot tay stru tim cudng tin no d6. Va ¢ an toi xép tat
ca Iii giy thanh timg hang trén giudng rdi chup anh. Diéu ndy ¢6 vé hoi ky quic mdt chit - nhung t6i nghi, t6i da chup ca ta anh voi nhitng ngudi t6i thre
sur khong thich thi tai sao t61 khong chup mdt cai g toi thuc su yéu quy?

“Pd cta chi daya!”

On Chia, ngwdi ban hang da quay lai, v6i d6i xing dan may hoa tir dinh huong cia t0i déit trong mdt cai hop - va khi nhin théy ching, tim t6i ron kn. Oi,
nhimg chiéc giay tuyet dep. Tuyét dep. Tat ca déu rat thanh thodt va diéu da, voi mjt qua mim x6i nho nho ¢ dau ngdn cai. Toi yéu ching ngay tir cai
nhin dau tién. Ching hoi dat mdt chit - nhung théi, ai cling bict ban khong nén bun xin qua khi mua gidy, boi di€u d6 s€ lam chan ban dau.

T6i x0 chin vao d6i xang dan, ring minh vi phén khich - va ching thi that tuyét. Chén ti bdng nhién trong that thanh thoét, va cing chan nhin dai hon...
OK, hoi kho budc di khi mang ching, nhung c6 1€ vi san ctra hi€u nay cho nao cling tron.

“Toi s& lay d6i nay,” t6i ndi va cudi rang rd voi ngurdi ban hang,

Ban thiy ddy, dy i phin thuong cho viéc giit vitng nguyén tic mua sim c6 kiém soat. Khi mua dugc thir gi, ban thuc sy cam thiy nhu vira kiém dwoc
thir do.

Ching t6i ciing tién vé phia quiy thanh todn, va t0i can trong giit n¥it minh tranh xa khoi nhimg gia dyung d6 phu kién. Thye ra, t6i thdm chi cling chi
thoang kip nhin cai tii mau tia ¢c6 dinh chum hat huyén. Va khi t6i vira dua tay ]ay vi, tur chtic mirg minh vi d3 rét kién dinh, thi ngudi ban hang lai don da
16i, “Chi biét khong, bon em vira nhip miy doi xiing dan nay miu cam nita diy.”

Mau cam?

“0...viy 4,” t0i ndi sao mdt liic ngdp ngimg,

T6i khong quan tam. Toi da mua dugc thir t6i dinh mua khi bude vao ddy - va thé a xong chuyén. Xing dan méu hoa tir dinh hurong, Khong camkiée gi
hét.

“Ching 13 hang mdi nhdp diy a,” ¢6 Ay n6i thém, di di lai lai tim kiém thtr gi d6 trén san. “Emnghi sp t6i ching tham chi s& con dwoc chudng hon doi
mau hoa tr dinh hirong,”

“Thé 42" t6i hoi, ¢b ging n6i giong tho' o nhét 6 thé. “Duroc rdi, ti nghi toi chi iy doi nay thoi...”

“DAy 1dil” ¢b ban hang reo 1én. “Em biét con mot d6i dau d6 quanh ddy ma...”

Va t6i o nguoi ra khi ¢6 it d6i xiing dan tinh té nhat va t6i timg théy én trén mit quay. D6 B mdt doi miu cam nhat pha kem, ciing kiéu déng cau ky
nhiéu ddy nhur d6i mau hoa tir dinh huong ctia t6i - nhung thay vi qua mim x6i nhd 1a mdt qua cam bé xiu ¢ ngay trén ngdn chan cai

D6 I thir tinh yéu sét danh. Toi khong thé roi mét khoi no.
“Chi ¢6 mubn thir khong a?”’ ¢d gainoi, va tdi cam théy Kkhao khét dén con cao, s6i suc dén thit bung lai.
Hay nhin n6 di. N6 qué d& thuong. D6 1 d6i xing dan déng yéu nhat ma toi timg thiy. Chua oi.

Nhung t6i khong can mdt d6i xing dan méu cam. T6i khong can ching,



Thoi ndo Becky. Chi can. N6i. Khong,

“Thire ra...” t6i ¢d nudt mrde bot, gitt cho giong minh tht binh thudng. “Thue ra...” t0i gan nhu khong thé thét thanh 11, “Hém nay t6i chi iy mot doi
mau hoa tir dinh hirong nay thdi,” cudi cling to1 cing lam duge. “Camon chi.”

“OK...” c6 gai nhip i hang vao méy tinh tién. “Vay 1a 89 bang tit ca. Chi mubn thanh toan bang hinh thirc ndo a?”
“Um.. cho t6i thanh toan bing VISA,” t6i noi. Toi ky vio hoa don, Iy i, va roi khoi cira hang, cam thiy nguoi king di mot cht.

Toi da lam durgc! Toi da am duoc! Toi hoan toan ¢6 thé kiém soat durge ham mudn ctia minh! Toi chi cAn mdt doi xing dan - va t0i da chi mua mdt doi
Vao va ra khoi ctra hang, hoan toan theo ding ké hoach. Ban biét day, di€u nay chirng minh t6i ¢6 thé lam dugc moi viéc khi t6i thue sy muon. Pay
chinh 1a mdt Backy Bloomwood moi.

Vi lim qua tt nén t6i xtmg dang duoc thrdng mdt mon qua nho, bai vay t6i vao cira hang ca phé va ngdi ngoai trdi ning véi mot ly cap-puccino.
T6i mudn d6i xang dan mau cam dé, y nghi d6 chot xuat hién trong dau khi t6i uéng ngum dau tién.
Thoi. Thoi ngay. Nghi vé... mot thir gi khéac. Luke. Ky nghi. Ky nghi dAu tién cling nhau ctia ching t6i. Chia oi, con khong thé doi dwoc nira.

Toi ludn mudn doi y di nghi ké tir khi Luke v toi bt dau hen hé, nhung anh dy im viée qué chiam chi dén do viée d6 chang khéc gi viée yéu cau thii
tudng ngirng dieu hanh dat mrdc mot thoi gian.(Trr phi thir nghil xem, hé nao 6ng ay chang di nghi, diing khong nao? Vi vy tai sao Luke lai khong thé di
dugc?)

Luke qua ban ron, anh thim chi con chura gip bd me t6i, didu ndy lam t6i hoi buon mot chit. Cach day vai tuan, ho c6 moi anh Chii nhat qua ding bira
trura, va me da danh ca ngiy ndu ndu nudng nudng - hay it nhat, ba mua mdt miéng thin lon nhdi mo ctia hang Sainsbury's va mit chiéc banh pudding
trimg duong socola tht hao hang. Nhung vao phut cudi anh ay phai huy cude hen vi mot khach hang cuia anh da gip ric 16i 1n trén to bao ngay Chu
nhat. Vi thé t6i phai di mdt minh - va phai n6i that, tit ca chuyén nay that tham hai. Ban c6 thé doan me t0i da rét that vong, nhung ba van nbi giong vui
vé, “O khong sao, ciing chi 1 gap mit thong thurong thdi ma,” nhung khong phai vay. Ngiy hom sau anh da giri cho me t6i mdt bé hoa vi dai dé xin 161
(hay it nhat [ Mel, trg li ctia anh, da am vy), nhung hai viéc d6 déu c6 gidng nhau, ding khong nao?

Té nhét 1 hing xém ctia chiing t6i, ¢6 Janice va chii Martin, lai ghé qua ubng mdt ly rou manh ctia TAy Ban Nha va “dé gip anh chang Luke ndi tiéng,”
nhur cach ho van n6i, rdi khi blét anh khong ¢6 & d6, ho khong ngimg tang ti nhitng cai nhin day thurong hai pha chit tw mén, boi vi con trai ho, Tom, s&
cudi o ban gi Lucy vao tun toi. Va trong t6i 6 mot noi nghi ngd khiing khlep ring ho nghi t6i say néng anh dy. (Ma t6i thi khong thé - trén thuc &,
hoan toan ngwoc lai. Toi thue syr da tir chbi anh Ay khi ching t6i con dang & tudi teen. Nhung mdt khi ngudi ta da tin didu gi d6 nhur vy thi hoan toan
khong thé thuyét phuc ho nghi khac di dwoc. That kho chiu.)

Khi t6i cén van Luke thi anh ndi lai ring t6i ciing chura timg gap b6 me anh 4y, Nhung t6i da gip ho mdt lﬁp - duichi la thoang qua. Va duisao dinita thi
moi chuyén cling chang giong nhau, boi vi gia dinh anh song cach xa hang dam, va moi viéc phurc tap hon rat nhiéu.

Thanh that m noi, t6i nhan thiy ton ti trt tur trong gia dinh Luke hoi kho hiéu mot chit. Anh c6 mdt ngudi cha va mdt nguoi me ké & Anh, ho da nuoi
néng anh cling voi hai ngurdi em gai cing cha khéc me, va anh goi ho 1 bb va me. Va rdi anh lai c6 mot ngudi me dé, Elinor, timg bo b anh khi anh con
1ho, By mdt nguroi dan 6ng My gidu ¢6 ndo do, va bo roi Luke. Roi sau d6 ba lai bo ngudi dan dng My gidu c6 d6 va By mdt nguoi khéc, ciing 1 ngudi
My tham chi con gidu ¢6 hon, va sau d6... con dng ndo nita khong nhi? Thoi dit sao di chiing nura x, van dé 1a ba 4y séng & New York. Vi vy di nhién
t6i chura hé gip ba. Va nhing nguoi kihe trong gia dinh anh sdng & Denvon, nghia 1 khong thuan tién Fim cho mt bira an trira nhe vao ngay Chii nhat.

T6i n6i tat ca nhitng didu ndy véi Luke va toi nghianh hleu duoc quan diém ctia t6i. It nht anh 4y ciing dang ¢6 ging dé dén vao dip ngin ngui ndy.
Thyc ra chinh Mel 1a nguoi dua ra y twdng vé dip cudi tudn. C6 Ay n6i vai t6i Luke da khong cé mdt  ky nghi ndo tron ven trong subt ba nimqua - va
hén J anh Ay s& phai nong nhiét v6i nhimg ¥ tudng nay Bm. Vi vy t6i thoi néi vé nhitng ky nghi va bt dau néi vé nhitng dip di choi xa cudi tuan - va
meo ndy ciing c6 tac dung! Hoan toan bat ngd khi Luke bao t6i hily dé trong ké hoach cubi tuan ndy. Anh 4y tur minh diit khéch san va moi thir. Toi rét
hao hirc cho doi ky nghi. Chiing t6i s& chéng 1am gi ngoai viéc nghi ngoi va thur giéin - va thure sy danh thoi gian bén nhau dé thay d6i khong khi. That d&
thurong.

T6i mudn doi xang dan méu cam do.
Dung ngay lai

Toi uf)ng thém ngum ca phé nita, nga nguoira fiéng sau, va tir ép minh doi mit theo con phd dn d0. Moi ngudi sai bude doc theo phd, mang tiii xéch va
tan gau, mot ¢d gai di qua duong ban chiec quan kha dep, ma theo t6i nghi 1a cua Nicole Farhi va... 61 Chia oi.

M6t nguoi dan dng trung nién trong bd con 16 t5i mau dang di doc con duong tién vé phia t6i, va t6i nhan ra 6ng dy. D6 chinh 1 Derek Smeath, chii ngan
hang cua toi.

Oi, t6i nghii ong Ay da nhin thy toi.
OK, dung hoang hot, 01 vitng vang trdn an minh. Khong viéc gi phai hot hoang. C6 18 ngay Xtra ngay xua t6i cling timg e ngai khi nhin thiy 6ng 4y. Toi

hinh nhur da timg ¢ ndp sau quyén thire don, hay tham chi c6 1§ da bo chay. Nhung tit ca chi i qua khir. Bay gio, Smeath t5t bung va t6i dang c6 mbi
quan hé hét strc chan thanh va than thiét.



Nhung d sao, t6i van nhan thay minh hoi dich cai ghé xa khéi chiéc ti higu LK Bennett, ctr nhu thé né chang lién quan gi dén t6i ca.
“Chao 6ng Smeath!” T6i chao hd hoi khi 6ng Ay bude t6i. “Ong khoé chir?”
“Rét khoé,” Derek Smeath ddp, mim cudi. “Thé con c6?”

“O t61 kho¢, camon. Ong... 6ng c6 mudn uong ca phé khong?” To1 moi lich sy, chi vao chiéc ghé con tréng dbi dién minh. Toi khong thure sur trong doi
ong Ay s& n6i c6 - nhung that ngac nhién 6ng Ay lai ngdi xudng va cam thyre don én.

Chuyén nay moi thit véin minh Bim sao? Toi dang ngdi ubng ca phé voi dng chii ngin hang ctia minh & mdt quén ca phé via hé! Ban biét khong, 6 & toi
s& tim cach dura chuyén nay vao kich ban chwrong trinh Morning Coffee. “Ban than t6i thich cach tiép can thin mét doi voi cac van dé tai chinh ca nhan,”
01 s€ ndi vy, mim cudi that nong hiu vao may quay. “Ong chii ngin hang cua t6i va t6i thuong cing ngbi udng mdt tach cappuccino than thién khi ban
bac vé cac chién lugc tai chinh hién thoi cia toi..”

“Tién déy, Rebecca, ti vira viét cho c6 mdt birc thur,” Derek Smeath n6i khi ngwdi bdi ban dit mot y espresso xubng trude mit ong Dot nhién giong
6ng nghiém trong hon, va t6i cam thit hoi birt rrt lo Eing mot chit. Chia oi, con vira lim gi vay? “C6 va tat ca khach hang cta toi,” 6ng Ay tiép tuc. “Dé
thong béo véi ¢d rang toi sap roi di.”

“Céi gi c0?” Toi dit cde ca phé xudng ban voi mdt tiéng cach. “Ong néi roi di nghiia 14 sa0?”

“Toi sap roi khoi Ngan hing Endwich. Toi vira quyét dinh nghi huru sém.”

“‘Nhung...”

T6i nhin 6ng chém chim, kinh ngac. Derek Smeath khong thé rdi khoi Ngan hang Endwich. Ong Ay khong thé cir thé 101 b0 t61 trong lic hoan nan thé
ndy, ding vao lic moi thir dang tién tnen tot dep. Y toi la, t0i biét chiing toi khong thurong xuyén gip it - nhung gin day ching t6i da phat trién duoc
mHt mdi quan hé thire s 6t dep. Ong Ay hiéu toi. Ong Ay hiéu nhitg khodn chi trdi ctia toi. Toi s& lam gi néu khong c6 ong Ay day?

“Ong nghi huru nhur vy ¢6 qua tré khong?” ti n6i, nhan thiy giong minh hoi bat 6n. “Ong s& khong budn chan chi?”

Ong 4y nga ung vao ghé va nhdp mdt ngum espresso. “Toi khong dinh s& tir bo tat ca moi cong vige. Nhung toi nghi cude sbng con 6 nhidu diéu khac
hon 1a theo doi tai khaon ngan hang ctia moi ngudi, dung khong nhi? Mac du mot vai trong s6 d6 cting kha thi vi.”

“Diing vdy...dtng. Tat nhién | dtng nhur vAy. Va thanh thure ma néi thi ti mimg cho dng.” T6i nhin vai, hoi bdi rdi. “Nhung t6i s& nhé ong.”

“Tin hay khong tuy ¢ c6,” ong 4y noi, hoi mim cuoi, “nhung t6i nghi t6i cling s& nhd ¢, Rebecca a. Tai khoan cua 6 chic chén la mot trong nhimg tai
khoan thi vi nhat ma t6i tirng giai quyét.”

Ong 4y nhin t6i sic sao khién toi tw cam thdy mét minh hoi d6 bimg Ién. Tai sao ong iy phai goi lai cho t6i nhé vé qua khir nhi? Van dé 13, moi viéc déu
da qua. Bay gio t61 d 1 mdt con ngudi khéc. Chic chéin trong cude doi ndy ai ciing ¢ quyén duoc it sang mot trang moi va bét dau lai.

“Cong viéc moi ciia ¢d ¢ truyén hinh ¢6 vé nhur & tién trién tt.” dng Ay ndi, udng mdt ngum espresso.

“Toi biét! Viéc d6 rat tuyét, phai khong? Va thuc sur krong bdng ciiing rit hau hinh,” t6i n6i thém, hoi nhan manh mdt chit.

“Thu nhép clia c6 mAy thang gan ddy dung 1 co ting Ién.” Ong Ay diit cde ca phé xubng va tim t6i hoi Fing lai mdt chit. “Tuy nhién...”
T6i biét ma, Sao trén doi lic ndo ciing phai ¢6 chit “tuy nhién” nh

“Tuy nhién,” Derek Smeath nhéc lai. “Céc khoan chi ctia ¢6 ciing ting Ién. Dang ké. Trén thuc té, cac khoan thiu chi ctia ¢6 hién nay con cao hon ca
trude ddy & dinh diém.. ndi thé nao nhi, virgt qua han mirc ctia ¢6.”

Vuot qua han mirc? That 1a keo kiét.

“C6 thure sy phaind Iy hon nita dé giit trong han mirc thAu chi,” ong ndi. “Hodc, thAm chi t6t hon, ¢ hy tra hét no di.”

“T6i biét,” toi lo dang dap. “Toi ciing dinh lim vay.”

Toi vira mdi tia tahy mdt co gai bén kia dudng, voi chiée ti LK Bennett. C 4y xach mot chiée ti to vi dai - véi hai hop dung gidy bén trong,

Néu c6 4y duoc phép mua hai doi gidy thi tai sao t6i lai khong duoc? C6 lut ndo quy dinh ring mbi lin ban chi ¢6 thé mua mot doi gidy khong? Y t6i I,
nhu vay thi qua doc doan.

“Vay cac khoan tai chinh khac ciia ¢6 thi sa0?”” Derek Smeath hoi. “Chéing han nhu ¢6 ¢6 ho don mua hing & cira hiéu nio khong?”
“Khong,” t6i ndi hoi pha chit tw méin. “Toi thanh toan tat ca tir méy thang trude roi.”

“Va c6 khong tiéu gi ké tir hoi d6?”



“Chi la mAy mon kit viit. Gan nhu khong c6 gl.”
Va thye s thi 90 bang 14 cai gi? Néu nhin xa trong rong?

“Ly do t6i dang dat ra nhimg cau hoi ndy,” Derck Smeath n6i, “a vi toi cam thiy can phai canh bdo cd. Ngan hang dang phin ndo co cu lai, va nguoi
ké nhiém t6i, John Gavin, héin s& khong linh dong nhur t6i vAn lam khi xir 1y tai khoan ctia c6. Toi khong chéc c6 c¢6 nhan ra t6i da khoan dung thé ndo vai
co dau.”

“Thét sa0?” T6i n6i nhung khong thure sur Fing nghe.

Y 6i 13, gia sir toi thich hit thude. Toi s& d& dang tiéu 90 bang tién thude 14 ma thAm chi khong hé nghii vé nd, ding khong?
Trén thue t&, hily nghi vé tat ca sb tién toi da tiét kiém duoc vi khong hut thube. S& that dé dang mua duwoc mot doi giay xinh xin.

“Anh ta [ mdt ngudi rit ¢ nang lc,” Derek Smeath ndi. “Nhung ciing rt... khit khe. Pac biét khong thiy ai ndi anh ta 1 ngudi mémdéo.”

“Dling vay,” t6i n6i, lo dang gat dau.

“T6i nhit murc d& nghi ¢d hy giai quyét ngay cac khoan thiu chi khong cham tré.” Ong ubng mdt ngum ca phé. “Va n6i cho t6i biét, co da lam gi voi hd
so xin cap lrong huu chua?”

“Um... t6i da dén chd ngudi ¢ vén doc lap ma 6ng gioi thigu.”
“Va ¢ da dién vao to don ndo chua?”’
Bit déc di toi phai don hét tap trung vao ong Ay.

“Vang, t61 mbi chi dang can nhéc céc su Iwa chon ctia minh,” t6i n6i, khoac 1én minh vé mit thong thai va am hiéu tai chinh. “Khong gi t& hon Ia lao vao
mot vu dau tu sai lam, 6ng biet day. Dac biét khi no lién quan dén nhitng van dé quan trong nhur khoan hrong huru.”

“Rét dung,” Derek Smeath n6i. “Nhung dimg mét thoi gian can nhéc qua nhiéu, dwoc chir? Tién ciia ¢6 khong tyr tich uy duoc dau.”
“T6i hiéu!” Toi ndi va udng mdt ngum cappuccino.
Bay gior toi cam thiy hoi lo Eing va kho chiu mot chit. C6 & ong 4y ding, C6 & t6i nén danh 90 bang vao quy krong huru thay vi mua mdt doi giay khéac.

Nhung tréi lai - mdt quy krong huu 90 béng thi ciing 6 ich gi chir? Y t6i , chinh xéc chimg 4y ciing khong thé che ché cho t6i trong lic tudi gia, ding
khong? 90 bang vo tich su. Va doi dén Iuc t6i gia, thé giéi c¢d khi da nd tung, hay dai loai the.

Trong khi d6, mdt d6i xang dan lai hiru hinh, ching ¢ ngay d6 trong tay ban...

Oi, quy tha ma bit ching di. Toi s& mua ching,

“Ong Smeath ndy, t6i phai di,” t6i dot ngdt ndi, dait cde ca phé xubng. “Toi cd viée... phéi im”

Toi phai quay lai d6 cang nhanh cang t5t. Toi nhit tii x4ch 1én va dé lai naim bang trén ban. “Rét vui duoc gip 6ng. Va chiic 6ng may mén khi nghi huw.”
“T6i ciing chiic 6 moi diéu may mén nhat, Rebecca,” Derek Smeath ndi, mim cudi dén hau voi toi. “Nhung hily nhé k§ nhing gi toi vira néi. John Gavin
s& khong nuong chiéu c6 nhur céch i van laim dau. Vi vay lam on hay than trong khi chi tiéu.”

“T61 hira!” Toi vui vé dap.

Va chi thiéu nure chay that nhanh, t6i lao ngay xudng phd, nhanh hét strc minh, tr lai cira hiéu LK Bennett.

C6 1& n6i mot céch nghiém téic 0i ciing khong héin can mua mdt doi xéing dan miu cam. Nhung diéu chot dén véi 0i khi thir nhimg chiéc xéing dan nay B
161 thue sy khong hé pha v& nguyén tac mdi ctia minh. Vi van dé ¢ day 13, t6i s€ can ching,

Nghi lai thi vao mdt lic nao do, t6i s& can xang dan moi, phai khong nao? Aicling cén;cﬁngdan Va chéc chéin s& 1a rat rat khon ngoan khi mua san mot
ddi ngay tir by gio voi ki€u dang ma t6i thure s thich con hon doi dén khi di giay cudi ctng cta t6i cti rach va khi do lai chéng tim duge doi nao dep
dé trong céc ctra hiéu. Picu nay chi 1a van d€ nhan thire. N6 giong nhu viée... tu bao hiém cho vi theé twong lai ctia t6i trén thi truong giay dép.

Khi t0i bude ra khoi cira hiéu LK Bennett, han hoan niim chéit hai chiéc tdi moi bong Ion, cam gidc 4m ép, hanh phic lan toa khiip ngwoi toi, va toi khong
cam thay muon vé nha. Vi the t6i quyct dinh tat sang duong ghé vao ctra hiéu Gifts and Goodies. Dy la m0t trong nhitng ctra hiéu ban khung anh ctia
Suze, va t6i c¢d thdi quen nho nho ghé vao day moi lan di ngang qua, chi dé xem cé ai mua khung anh khong,

Toi ddy cira mo voi tiéng ping khe kh& va mim cuoi v6i nguoi ban hang vira ngrée nhin 1én. By thue sy la mbt ctra hicu rat d& thwong. Amap va ngat
huong, tran ngap nhitng thir d6 dep d€ nhur gid dung ruou ma crdm va khay dung raou bang thuy tinh khéc axit. Toi rut ré bude qua mdt gia bay nhiing



quyén 0 bia da mau hoa ca nhat, va nhin Ién trén - ching day roi! Ba chiéc khung anh miu tia bang vai tuyt, Suze ty tay am! Toi van thudng boi hoi mbi
lan nhin thay ching,

Va 6i Chia oil Toi cam thiy chon ron phén khich mdt céch la throng. Mot khéch hang dang dtmg d6, v co dy dang cAm mot chiéc. Co dy thyc su
dang cam mot chiec!

Thanh thit mi ni, t0i chua bao gid tin miit chimg kién ai d6 mua khung énh ctia Suze. Y 10i I, i biét chéc chéin ngui ta phai mua ching béi vi ching
lién tuc dugc ban hét - nhung t6i chua bao gio thure su trong thay chuyén nay xay ra. That tha vi!

Toi king & budic t6i khi ngudi khac It chiée khung anh. C6 Ay chau miy khi nhin thiy gia tién, va tim t6i dap hoi loan nhip.
“Po thuc su 1 chiée khung anh rat dep,” 61 ndi mot cach vo tu. “Thuc sy rat doc ddo.”

“Diing vy,” ¢d Ay n6i, va dat ching tr lai gia.

Khong! T6i run rdy nghi. Hay cAmné Ién mdt lan nita!

“Bay gio that khé tim dugc mdt chiéc khung anh dep,” toi bt chuyén. “Chi khong nghi vay u? Khi tim duoc mdt céi, chi chi viée... mua ngay! Trudce khi
ai d6 mua mét.”

“T6i doan vdy,” nguoi khach néi, nhin t6i hoi la.
Gior thi c6 4y bo di. Toi ¢6 thé lam gi day?

“Dugc rdi, t6i nghi t6i s& Ay chiée nay,” t6i dong dac ndi, va camnd 1én. “N6 s& i mon qua hoan héo. Cho mdt ngiroi dan dng, hay mdt ngudi phy ...
y t6i I3, ai cling can khung anh, phai khong nhi?”

Ngudi khach d6 dudng nhu khong miy may chi . Nhung khong sao, khi nhin thy t61 mua, 6 18 ¢6 Ay s& nghf lai.

T6i bude nhanh dén quiy thu ngan, ngudi phy nit dimg sau qudy mim cudi voi toi. Toi nghi 6 Ay 1 chi cira hang vi toi timng thiy c6 4y phong vin nhan
vién va n6i chuyén voi nhimg nha cung cap. (Khong phai tai toi ghé qua dy qué thurong xuyén, ma d6 chi 1a sy trimg hop nhau nhién hay dai loai nhur
vay.)

“Chao chi,” ¢6 Ay néi. “Chi thuc su rat thich nhimg chiéc khung anh kia, dtng khong a?”

“Diing vdy,” t6i n6i to. “Va ching qua tuyét voi!” Nhung nguoi khach kia dang ngim mot chiéc binh thuy tinh ¢6 thon va tham chi khong Fing nghe.
“Tinh dén gio> chi da mua ca thay bao nhiéu chiéc rdi a? Chéc phai dén chimg... hai muroi chiéc?”

Cai gi? Toi tap trung chi y trd lai véi ¢o chit ctra hang, C6 4y vira ndi cai gi?

“Hay tham chi ba muroi?”’

T6i nhin ¢ ta chim chim va hoi sdc. C6 ta theo doi toi mdi lan toi dén day sao? Nhur viy khong phai pham phap sao?

“Chéc hén dumdt b suru tp!” ¢d ta vui vé n6i tiép khi gbi chiée khung anh vao gidy lya.

Toi phai noi diéu gi 6, khong co ta lai tudng chinh t6i da mua hét cac khung anh ciia Suze chir khong phai s6 dong dan ching ngoai kia. Diu nay thét 16
bich. To1 hoi nhé, ba muroi céi sao? Toi chi mua khoang... bon cai. Co 1€ nam.

“Toi khong mua nhiéu dén vay dau!”” 10i vi vang dap. “Toi dang nghi chi nham t0i voi... ngwdi khéc. Va t6i khong chi dén dé mua mdt chiée khung anh!”
Toi cudi hoan hi cho ¢6 ta thiy y tuong d6 moi that nham nhi im sao. “Toi thire sy muon mot vai.. caindy nira.” Toi chop bura vai chi cdi Ion khic
bang go trong cai gid gan d6 va dua cho c6 ta. Co mim cuoi va bat dau dat tirg chice 1én tam giay lya.

“P..T..R.R”

C6 4y durng lai rdi nhin vao méy céi chit kia ddy bdi rbi. “C6 phai chi dinh xp thanh chit Peter khong a?”

O on Chuia. C6 phai luon phai cé mdt Iy do dé mua moi thir khong?

“Um.. diing vay,” t6i dap. “Cho... con trai d dAu ctia t6i. Chau ba tudi.”

“That d& thuong! Vay ching ta s&€ c6 2 chit E, va bd bot mot chit R...”

C5 Ay nhin t6i tir t&, cir nhur thé t61 3 mdt con ngde vay. Toi nghi thé ciing dang vi t6i khong thé danh van ni chit Peter va d6 lai 1 tén con trai d& dau
cua chinh t6i.

“Véy L... 48 bang,” ¢6 néi khi ti dang tim vi. “Chi biét khong, néu chi mua hét 50 bang, chi s& dugc tang mdt cay nén thom.”



“That sap?”’ Toi ngude 1én day thich thi. Toi ciing thich mt cai nén thom dep d& ddy. Va lai chi ton thém 2 bang...

“T6i chiic minh ¢6 thé tim duoc g do...” t6i ndi va nhin mo hd khip cira hang,

“Hay chi mua chir c4i bang gd dé xép ndt tén con trai d& dau ctia chil” ¢d chii cira hang nhiéu tinh goi y. “Ho ctia chéu i gia?”
“Um, Wilson,” t6i ndi ma khong hé suy nghi.

“Wilson!” Va tht kinh hoang, ¢6 4y bat dau luc bdi chiée gio. “W... I... va dy a mot chit O...”

“Thuc ra,” t0i nhanh nhau dap, “thyc ra, t5t hon hét | khong. Boi vi... boi vi... thuc ra, bd me chéu dang tién hanh thit tuc i hon va chéu c6 the s& thay
ddiho.”

“Thét sa0?” ¢6 chi cia hang ndi voi bd mit day cam thong khi diit nhimg chir cai lai gio. “That t8. Vay do c¢6 phai cude chia tay diy chua x6t khong?”
“Ding vdy,” t6i n6i, nhin quanh ctra hing xem c¢6 thir gi khac dé mua khong, “Rét chua xot. Me... me ctia chau da chay theo gi lim vuon.”

“Chi nghiém tiic cht?” C6 chu cira hang nhin t6i chiim chim va toi chot nhan ra mot d6i dimg gin d6 ciing dang king nghe. “Co ta chay theo gi hm
vuon sao?”

“GA... gi rat goi tinh,” t6i (g bién, cAm mdt chiéc hop trang strc én va nhin thy gia 75 bang, “C6 ta khong thé cudng lai ndi anh ta. Anh chdng da tim
thay ho ¢ bén nhau trong nha kho. Du sao thi...”

“Lay Chia t6i!” ¢6 chil ctra hang dép. “Didu nay that khong tin duoc!”
“D6 hoan toan 1a sy thit,” mdt giong ndi vang én tir bén kia cira hang,
Cai gi?

Toi quay ngodt dau lai - v ngudi phu nit dang ngim nhing khung anh ctia Suze dang tién lai phia t6i. “Toi doan chi dang n6i vé Jane va Tim?” ¢6 Ay noi.
“Mét scandal kinh khiing qué phai khong? nhung t6i nghi tén dira bé trai 1a Toby.”

To6i nhin ¢6 ta trimg trimg, khong thé cat nén 1i.

“C6 I8 Peter I tén thanh ctia chau bé,” ¢6 chu cira hang goi ¥, va chi vé phia t6i. “Pay a me d& d4u cia chéu.”

“0, chi chinh i me d& dau!” ngudi phy nit reo kén. “Vang, t6i di nghe ndi nhiéu vé chi.”

Piéu nay khong phai dang xay ra chi.

“Bay gidr ¢6 18 chi co thé ké cho t6i.” Nguoi phy nit tién lai gan va ndi nho ddy bi mét. “Vay Tim ¢ chép nhan yéu cau ctia Maud khong?”
T6i nhin quanh cin phong yén tinh. Moi nguoi déu chd doi cau tré 10 ciia toi.

“Um.. ¢, anh ta d4 lam vay! Thuc ra, ti nghil minh nén tré bang tién mit.” Téi mo Ay chiée vi, va vung vé dat manh t& 50 bang Ién quay thu ngan.
“Khong can tra lai.”

“Vay con cdy nén thom ctia chj thi sao a?”” ¢6 chit cira hang n6i. “Chi ¢6 thé chon miii vani hay mii gd dan huong...”
“Khong cn dau,” t6i ndi r6i voi va dira cira.

“Ché dal” ngiroi phu nir goi gidt lai. “Vay diéu gi da xay ra v6i Ivan?”

“Anh ta... anh ta di cur sang Uc,” t6i n6i nhanh va dap manh cira sau kg,

Chua oi, chi xém chit nita thoi. Toi nghi minh nén vé nha.

Khi vira djt chéin dén goc duong, t0i dirng lai va sép xép lai céc it mdt chit. Néi ding ra k t6i cho tit ca ching vao trong clng mdt chiéc tuf dymg do
cta hing LK Bennett va an tit xuong dudi d¢ khong ai nhin thay. Nhung khong phai t6i dang giau giem ching hay thir gi dau day.

Toi dai khéi cling hy vong s& ¢6 thé chudn vao phong ma khong bi Suze nhin thiy, nhung khi toi vira mo cira trude thi 6 dy dang ngdi trén san nha &
ngay tién sanh, dong gdi thir gi do.

“Chao cau!” ¢6 ay néi. “Caumua dugc xang dan chua?”

“Réi,” t61 ndi day hio himg. “Chéc chén roi. C& chuén va tat ca déu 6n.”



“Vay thi cho minh xem nao!”

“Dé minh... d& d6 ra da,” t6i budt miéng n6i, va di thing dén phong minh, ¢ giit binh tinh.

Nhitng t6i biét trong minh ddy t6i 16i. Tham chi t6i budc di trong ciing t0i 1.

“Bex,” ¢6 Ay dot ngdt goi. “Con céi gi & trong ti kia vAy? C6 vé nhu khong chi ¢ mdt doi gidy trong do.”

“Tti ndo co?” Toi quay lai nhur thé ngac nhién im0, téi nay 42 Unn... chi vai thir... it vat. Cau biét ddy... vai thir linh tinh...”
Toi 4p tng day vé i 161 khi Suze dimg khoanh tay trurée ngyre, nhin toi voi anh mét lanh Ring hét mrc.

“Pua t& xem.”

“OK ,nghe ndy,” t0i noi thét nhanh. “Minh biét minh da n6i chi mot doi duy nhat. Nhung tre khi cau ndi gidn, hély nhin day.” Toi thd vao chiée tii dung
do LK Bennett thir hai, md nap hdp, va tir tir kéo mdt trong hai chiec xang dan mau camra. “Hay... nhin ma xem.”

“01 Chuia 0i,” Suze kéu Ién rdi nhin n6 chim chim “Cai nay thuc sur... dep mé hon.” C6 Iy nd tir trén tay toi va nhe nhang vudt ve chat da mém mai -
11 dot nhién nét mit ¢o lai trd nén lanh ing.

“Nhung cau ¢6 can ching khong?”’
“C6 ma!” toi chdng ché. “Hay it nhét thi... minh ciing dang du trit cho trong lai. Cau biét ddy, giéng nhu mot kiéu... dau tu.”
“Mot mon dau tur?”

“Dling vAy. Va vé& mit ndo dé, nd gidng nhur tién tiét kiém - béi vi minh mua ching lic ndy thi s& khong can tiéu bat ky dong ndo vao giay dép trong nim
toi nita. Khong dong nao ca!”

“Thét sa0?”” Suze ndi dAy vé nghi ngd. “Khong dong ndo that chir?”

“Chéc chdn! Thanh thit mi ndi Suze 4, minh chét mé chét mét dng gidy dép ndy. Minh s& khong cdn mua thém d6i ndo nita it nhét i trong vong mot
mamt6i. C6 & | hai uon!”

Suze im lng, con t6i mf,lm mdi mém loi chd ¢6 Ay bao mang chiing tra lai cho ctra hing, Nhung ¢6 4y lai nhin xudng chiéc xang dan mot lan nita, va so
chiec mau cam xinh xan.

“Cau di thir di,” c6 4y dot nhién n6i. “Cho minh xem thé nao!”

Hoi run mdt cht, t6i 16i ndt chiée xang dan con lai ra va di thir ca d6i - va chiing chi ¢c6 hoan hao tr¢ én. P61 xang dan mau cam hoan hao ciia t6i, cr
nhu thé c6 nang Lo Lem vdy.

“0, Bex,” Suze ndi - ¢d 4y khong phai n6i thém gi nita. Tt ca da toat Ién trong miit cd y.
Thanh thit ma ndi thi thinh thoang t6i udc cd thé cudi Suze.

Sau khi toi di di lai lai vai an, Suze nhin c6 vé hai long, 101 lai v6i tay xem bén trong chiéc tai dm}g dd khac buc cta cira hang Gifts and Goodies. “Vdy...

caumua gi tir ctra hang ndy?” ¢6 ay ndi hio himg, Nhirng chit cai bang gd roira va co dy bat dau xép ching trén tham.

“P-E-T-E-R. Céu da mua qua cho Peter!”

“[‘J’m..‘ u,” i n6i mot cach mo hd, vo voi cl}iéc i dung dd cta Gifts and Goodies trude khi cd ay kip nhin thy khung anh do chinh cd 4y lam trong do.
(Mot lan 6 ay bét qua tang toi mua mot chiéc ¢ ctra hang Fancy Free d3 ndi gidn 161 dinh, va n6i ¢d ay s€ lam ngay cho t6i mit cai néu t6i thich.) “Vay
ai la Peter?”

“Nguoi stra may moc cho minh!” Suze néi. “Nhung céu chira bao ggp anh ta ma!”

“U... cAu biét ddy. Giong anh ta trong dién thoai nghe c6 vé hay... dii sao thi minh ciing phai di sip xép dd sin sang cho ngiy mai.”

“0, céu ndi minh mdi nhd,” Suze ndi va voi tay iy mot mau gidy. “Luke da goi dién cho cau!”

“Thét sa0?” t1 noi, cé giéu vé vui mimg, Toi thuong hoi choang mot chit mdi khi Luke goi dién, boi vi, thanh thue mé n6i, anh khong am vy nhiéu Em
Y 6i 13, anh goi dé sp xp thoi gian hen ho va dai loai nhitng viée nhur vy - nhung anh khong thuong xuyén goi dién budn chuyén. Thinh thoang anh giri
ermail cho t6i nhung d6 khong phai cai ma ban s€ goi la chuyén phiém.. Um, thue ra toi khong mu6n vach 4o cho nguoi xem lung nhitng bi mat riéng tur
ctia chiing t6i chit ndo - nhung noi tring ra, An dau tién t6i nhan dwoc email, t6i da khac séc! (Nhung bay gior t6i lai ¢6 vé mong ché nhitng enmail tiép
theo.)

“Anh 4y n6i s& don cau & studio lic 12h ngay mai. Chiéc Mercedes da phai dura vio gara vi vy cdu s& di bang chiéc MGF.”



“Thit sa0?” tdi n6i. “Nhur vy rat tuyét!”

“Minh biét,” Suze n6i, turoi cudi nhin toi. “Didu dé khong phai tuyét sao? A, anh 4y ciing diin cau chi mang theo it dd dac thdi vi cdp xe khong duoc rong
lam”’

To6i nhin ¢6 4y dim dam, nu cuoi tit din.

“Céunoi gi co?”

“Mang it d6 thoi,” Suze kp lai. “Cau biét rdi ddy: khong mang nhidu hanh Iy, ¢6 & mot chiéc tii nhd hodc mdt chiée ti du lich thoi..”

“Minh biét mang it 6 dac 1 gil” toi dép, giong t6i thét Ién day lo Eing. “Nhung... minh khong thé!”

“Tét nhién cu c6 thé!”

“Suze, cau nhin thdy minh 6 bao nhiéu do rdi ding khong?” Toi ndi, di vé phia cira phong ngii va mo toang nd ra. <Y minh 1, hiy nhin cai kia di.”

Suze ngp ngimg doi theo anh nhin chim chim ciia t6i va ca hai ching toi nhin chdim chidm vao chiée giwrdng, Chiée vali mau xanh 4 ma ctia toi day ap.
Mot chdng quin 4o khéc dit ngay canh né. Va toi tham chi con chira dong dén d6 make up va cac thir It vit khéc.

“Minh khong thé lam dugc viée ndy Suze a,” toi rén ri. “Minh s& phai lam gi?”

“Goi cho Luke va n6i voi anh dy dugc chir?” Suze dé xuét, “bao anh Ay thué mot chiéc xe c6 cdp rong hon.”

T6i im king mdt lic. Toi dang cd tudng twong khuon miit ciia Luke néu toi bao anh dy thué mot chiée xe to hon dé chwa hét quén 4o ciia toi.
“Van dé 13,” cudi cting t6i Ién tiéng, “minh khong chic anh 4y s& hoan toan hiéu dugc...”

Chudng ctra reo va Suze ding day.

“Chic | Chuyén Phit Nhanh dén Ay buu kién clia minh,” 6 &y n6i. “Nghe nity Bex, moi chuyén s& 6n ca thoil Chi viéc... dé bét lai mdt vai thir.” Co dy
ra md clra va t6i bi bo lai voi cai giwong ngap do cua minh.

B6 bot di 4? Nhung chinh xéc 1 bo bt céi gi? Y t6i l, t0i cling chéing déng g6i mot déng d6 kim gi néu khong can t6i. Néu t6i chi bo di mot vai céi
ngau nhién nao do, ca the thong s€ sup do.

C4 Ien. Pong o di. Phai c6 mot giai phap chi.

C6 I8 minh c6 thé... bi mat ngodc thém mot chiéc xe mode vao chiée xe khi Luke khong dé y?

Hay c6 & minh méic tét ca quin 4o 1én ngudi, cai nay chong 1én cai kia, va ndi rang minh cam thay hoi lanh...

O, that a v6 vong, Minh s& phai am gi?

RO tri, t6i tha thén ra khoi phong rdi vao tién sanh, Suze dang & d6 dura chiée phong bi dan kin cho mdt ngudi dan ong méic dong phuc.

“Pugc 10i,” anh Ay ndi. “C6 chi can ky vio day 1 xong... Xin chio!”” Anh 4y chao toi vui vé, va toi git dAu chio lai, nhin bang quo vao tim phil hiéu ciia
anh ta, c6 dong chit: Bat ctr thir gj, bat ¢t noi dav, chi sang mai 1a toi.

“Péy 14 hoa don ctia ¢d,” ngudi dan dng ndi véi Suze, va quay tro ra. Khi anh ra moi di dugc nira duong ra dén cira, nhitng dong chit dot nhién nhay
nhét trong dau toi.

Bit ctr thir gi.

Bét ctr noi dau.

Chi sang mai...

“Nay anh, doi da!” Toi goi chi vira kip trrdc khi canh ctra dong sap lai. “Anh c6 thé chd t6i mot gidy...”
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Chuong 3

VAO LUC 12 GIO KEM 5 PHUT ngiy hom sau 0 dang ngdi dudi bao nhiéu céi dén séng choang trong trudng quay ciia churong trinh Morning
Cofiee, ban khoan khong biét minh s& ¢ ddy bao lau nira. Thuong thi myc tur van tai chinh cta 61 s& ket thic mudn nhét vao lic 11h40, nhung ho lai qua
mé mal voi mot ba dong, ba naytl_r cho minh 1a linh hon I]iéqﬂﬁn ctia nit hoang Mary xtt Scotland nén mdi thir mdi bi qua gio nhu vay. Luke s&€ c6 mit &
day bat cu lic ndo, ma t6i thi van phai thay cai b vest roi ramnay ra...

“Becky?” Emma goi, ¢ 4y 1 mot trong nhimg ngudi din chuong trinh ctia churong trinh Morning Coffee va dang ngdi dbi dién toi trén chiée sofa mau
xanh da troi. “Cai nay nghe c¢6 vé kha nghiém trong,”

“Chéc clﬁr} r@)i,’j 01 n6i, kéo tam tri minh quay lai voi thyc tai. Toi liéc xubng to gidy dat trur6e mit minh ;6i mim cudi day cam thong vao miy quay.
“Vay la, hiéu ngan gon lai thé nay, Judy, chi va anh Bill, chong chi duoc thira k€ mdt khoan tién. Chi nuon dau tu mot it vao thi truong chimg khoan -
nhung chong chi lai khong dong y.”

“Ctr nhur thé 1n6i voi mdt birc turong vay!” giong n6i phan nd ciia Judy vang Ién. “Anh 4y ndi toi s& limmét hét tién, va d6 ciing I tién ctia anh 4y nita, va
néu tat ca nhitng gi t6i muon lam I3 danh cugc hét tién bac thi t6i ¢ the den...”

“Véng,” Emma cit ngang nhe nhing, “Véang, Viée nay nghe ¢6 vé kha nghiém trong, Becky a. Hai v chdng khong thong nhét vé viée ho s& lim gi voi
khoan tién ctia minh.”

“Toi chi khong hiéu noi anh &y!” Judy n6i thém. “Pay k co hdi duy nhét ciia ching t0i dé dau t mdt cédch nghiém tic! Pay B mot co hoi tuyét vo! Tai
sao anh ay lai khong thay nhu vay nhi?”’

C6 4y dot nhién ngimg lai - va ca trudng quay im king chér doi. Moi ngudi déu chér doi cau tra i cia toi
“Judy...” t6i ngimg lai suy tur. “T6i c6 thé hoi chi mdt cau duoc khong? Hom nay Bill méc db gi?”

“Mét bo comlé,” Judy tra 101, nghe c6 vé ngac nhién. “Mdt bo comlé cong sé mau xam.”
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“Loai ca vat gi? Tron hay c¢6 hoa van?”

“Tron,” Judy tra 11 ngay p tirc. “Tit ca ca vat ctia anh 4y déu tron.”

“Vay anh 4y c6 bao gi& deo, cir cho ... ca vat v6i nhitng chdm tron 1on khong?”
“Khong bao gio!”

“T61 hiéy 1oL Toi nhurén may. “Tudy, liéu c6 cong bang khdng néu néi nhin chung Bill I mdt nguoi rit khong wa mao hiém? Hay c6 thé n6i anh dy khong
thich chap nhan rti ro?”

“C6 I&... vang,” Judy tra 1i. “Bay ity chi noi vay thi toi ciing nghil anh Ay dung 1 nhur thé.”

“A!” Rory, tir phia bén kia chiéc ghé sofa, dot nhién én tiéng. Rory 1 nguoi dén chuong trinh khac ctia churong trinh Morning Coffee. Anh ta nhin rat
dien trai va kha gioi trong viée tn tinh cac ngdi sao min bac, nhung anh ta at han khong phai Bo ndo ctia nwde Anh. “Toi nghi minh da hi€u c6 dang
hudng dén dau, Becky a.”

“Véng, camon Rory,” Emma n6i, ddo méit nhin vé phia toi. “Toi nghi tt ca ching ta déu hiéu diéu do. Vi vay Becky 4, néu Bill khong thich chép nhan rii
ro - thiy chi 14 anh ay dung khi lang tranh thi trrong chirng khoan?”?

“Khong,” to1 dap. “Thurc su, t61 khong hé n6i nhur vay. Béivico & van dé 1 Bill chua thuce sy nhin théyréng thue té khong chi c6 mdt loai rtii ro. Néu
ban dau tu vao thi trrong chimg khodn, vang, ban mao hiém 16 mdt it tién trong ngin han. Nhung néu ban chi don gidn tong n6 vio ngin hing nim niy
qua nam khac thi mdt rii ro thdm chi 16n hon la khoan thira ké nay s& hao mon dan theo thoi gian vi lam phat.”

“A.” Rory dém vio mdt cach thong thai. “Lam phét.”

“Trong vong hai muoi nim nita, sb tién d6 c6 thé s& tri gia rat thap - 80 Vo1 gid tri I ra n6 ¢6 thé 6 duoc néu dﬁun{ vao thi trudng. V“lthé‘ néu Bill chi
mdi & d6 tudi 30 va muon déu‘gtr dai han - thi mac du cd vé mao hiém nhirng & vao goc dd nao dé s€ an toan hon néu anh ay chon cach dau tur vao thi
truong chirng khoan kha can bang,”

“T6i hiéu rdi!” Emma n6i nhin t6i ddy ngudng md. “Toi chira bao gior nhin nhan vén d& ndy nhu vay.”

“M6t khoan dau tur thanh cong thudng khong chi don thudn 1 vin dé can nhic theo mdt hudéng,” t6i n6i va mim cudi khiém ton.

Toi rét thich thi khi dira ra cdu tra 101 dung dén va moi nguoi déu bi 4n tuong

“Cau tra 161 nhu vay c6 giip ich duge cho chi khong Judy?” Emma noi.

“Co,” Judy dap. “Co, n6 thue sy co ich! Toi da ghi lai doan nay, t6i nay t6i s& cho Bill xem.”

“Chinh xac!” t6i néi. “Puoc 16i, nhung nhd dé y xem anh dy dang deo loai ca vat gl trude nhé!”

Moi ngudi déu cudi vang va t6i ciing hoa vao sau mdt chit ngap ngimg - miic d toi khong thure syr dinh pha tro.

“Chi con thoi gian cho mdt cudc goi thit nhanh,” Emma n6i. “Va ching 61 két ndi v6i co Enid goi tir Northampton, vi khan gia dang mudn biét lidu ¢6 iy
c6 du tien dé nghi huru hay khong. Enid, d6 c6 phai diéu chi muon hoi khong?”

“Véng ding viy,” giong Enid cat Ién tir dau day bén kia. “Chong t6i, Tony moi nghi huru, va tudn trude t6i lai dugc nghi - chi & nha v6i anh dy, nau
nuéng va cir thé. Va anh 4y... ching toi dang tinh dén chuyén. .. lidu toi ciing nghi huu sém c6 duge khong? Nhung t6i khong chéc da tich iy di tién, vi
vdy t6i nghii nén goi dén chwong trinh.”

“Chj da chuan bj loai hinh dy trix tai chinh ndo cho viée nghi huru, Enid?”” t6i hoi.

“T6i c6 mdt khoan Irong huru danh dym ca doi,” Enid ludng hr dap, “t6i ciing ¢6 vai khoan tiét kiém... va gin ddy t6i nhan duoc mdt khoan thira ké co
the giip 61 tong khir cac khoan ng camco.”

“O!” Emma n6i mdt cach hao himg. “Ngay cé t6i ciing nhén thiy chi da tich iy duoc kha kha, Enid. Toi s& néi, chiic nghi huru vui vé!”

“Ping vay,” Enid noi. “Toi hiéu. Vay 14 - khong c6 ly do dé toi khong nghi huru. Bing nhur nhitng gi Tony da néi.”” C6 mot khoang king gitta cac hoi the
khong déu ¢ dau day bén kia, Emma liéc nhin t6i. Toi bict nha san xuat churong trinh, Barry, chac hén dang hét vao tai nghe cua c6 ay yéu cau lap
khoang trong,

“Vay thi xin chtic chi may min, Enid!” c6 4y tuoi cudi noi. “Becky nay, chi dé ké hoach cho viée nghi huru...”

“Hay... doi mdt chit.” Toi ndi, hoi nhan mit. “Enid ndy, rd rang 1 vé mit tai chinh chi ching c6 Iy do ndo ma khong nghi huru. Nhung con Iy do quan
trong hon hét thay thi sao? Chi ¢6 thyre sy muon nghi huu khong?”



“Um.”” Giong Enid hoi ngap ngimg, “Toi dang ¢ d6 tudi 50. Y ti i, ngudi ta van phai tiép tuc ]am viée, phai khong nao? Nhung Tony n6i, néu nghi huu
ching t6i s& c6 co hdi & bén nhau nhiéu hon.”

“Chi ¢6 yéu thich cong viée ctia minh khong?”’
Lai c6 mot khoang lang nita.

“C0, t6i thich. Vang. Do 1 mdt dam dong vui vé & chd Bm. T6i 1on tudi hon hau hét bon ho, nhung ¢ vé nhur didu d6 ching 1 gi khi ching toi van vui
dta voi nhau...”

“Vang, toi e 1 ching ta chi co chimg Ay thoi gian,” Emma cit ngang, tir by gio van chim chii vao chiéc tai nghe. C6 Ay mim cudi vao miy quay. “Chiic
chi nghi huu vui vé, Enid...”

“Poi da!” t6i ndi that nhanh. “Enid, hay ctr gitt may néu chi mudn néi chuyén tiép mdt chit nira. OK?”

“Véng,” Enid n6i sau khi ngimg lai mdt chit. “Vang, t6i ciing mubn nhur vay.”

“Chiing ta s& chuyén sang ban tin thoi tiét by gid,” Rory n6i, anh ta ludn tré nén turoi tinh mbi khi bén tin tai chinh sép két thc. “Nhung hity n6i i chao
cudi duoc khong Becky?”

“Van nhur thudng 16, 61 ndi, mim cudi voi dng kinh. “Hay chim lo tién cta ban...”

“_.. va tién ctia ban s& cham o cho cac ban!” Rory va Emma phu hoa thém. Sau mdt khoang dimg im king, moi nguoi thur gidin va Zelda, tro' Iy san xuat
churong trinh, sai budc dén cho dung canh.

“Lam t6t Fim!” ¢6 Ay n6i. “Moi thir thét tuyét. Becky ndy, hién gis ching ta van dang c6 Enid doi & dudng day thi tur. Nhung ching t0i ¢6 thé it dudi
duoc 6 ta néu chi muon...”

“Khong!” t6i noi. “Toi thure su rat mudn n6i chuyén vai chi éy. Chi biét déy, toie 1a chi éiy khong hé mudn nghi huru chit nao!”
“Thé ndo ciing duoc,” Zelda néi, danh déu gl d6 vao t@p hd so. “A, va Luke dang chd chi & chd I tn déy.”
“Anh 4y da dén rdi 42" Toi nhin dong hd. “Oi Chiia oi... OK. Chi cé thé noi gifip t6i s& khong lau d4u duoc khong?”

Thu thyc 1 t6i khong dinh danh nhidu thoi gan trén dién thoai nhur vay. Nhung khi t61 n6i chuyén vi Enid, moi thir tubn trao - ndo I viée ¢6 4y so nghi
huru nhur thé ndo, ndo 1 viée chong co muon ¢6 ¢ nha ndu nuong cho anh ta ra sao. Nao la ¢6 yéu cong viée ctia minh dén mirc ndo va ¢6 dang tinh hoc
mdt khéa vi tinh nhung chong c6 cho ring nhur thé 1 ling phi tién bac... Cudi ctng thi t6i thre sur tire gian. Toi da ndi ngay nhitng gi tdi nghi, ndi di ni lai
vai lan, va t6i dang chun bj hoi Enid xem ¢6 4y ¢6 tur cho minh ki ngudi theo thuyét nam nita binh quyén khong thi Zelda v nhe én vai t6i khién dot
nhién t6i nhd ra minh dang ¢ dau.

Toi mét thém 5 phit nita dé xin 18i Enid r0i ndi c6 viée phéi di, sau d6 dén hwot ¢ Ay xin 18i t0i - rdi ca hai chiing t0i noi tam bigt va cam on, khong ¢6 gi
khoéng hai nuroi Ian. Sau do, t6i lao nhanh hét sttc dén phong thay quan 4o, thay bd do6 méc cho chuong trinh Morning Coffee thanh b do i xe.

T6i hoan toan hai 1ong véi vé ngoai cia minh khi ngim nhin chinh minh trong gwong, T6i dang mic mit chjéb 4o sat nach nhiéu mau sdc ciia Pucci-esque,
chiéc so6c bo tua rua, doi xang dan mdi, kinh ram hi¢u Gueci (mua giam gia 50% & Harvey Nichols), chiéc khén quang co bao boi mau xanh nhat hiéu
Denny and George.

Luke that sur c6 duyén ng voi chiée khan Denny and George ciia t6i. Khi moi ngudi hoi ching t6i da gip nhau nhur thé nao, anh 4y luon ndi, “Anh mét
chiing t6i d4 gap nhau qua chiéc khan Denny and George,” diéu ndy thuc su ding. Anh da cho t6i vay mot it tién dé mua né, va anh van n6i toi chura tra
lai tién anh vi vay mdt phan chiéc khén Ia cta anh. (Dicu nay khong dung. Toi da tra tién lai cho anh ay ngay lap tirc.)

Dui sao ching nita, t6i van hay quang nd mbi khi ching t6i di choi cling nhau. Ciing nhu khi chiing t6i & bén nhau. Thure ra, t6i s& bat mi cho cac ban mot
bi mét nho nho - thinh thoéng ching t6i thdm chi con...

Thie ra thi khong. Ban khong can biét diéu d6. Hay quén nhing g toi vira n6i nhé.

Cubi ciing thi ti cling voi v ra chd 1€ tan, liéc nhin ddng hd lic d6 - va Chia oi, t6i mudn bdn muroi phut. Va kia i Luke dang ngdi trén chiéc ghé twa
mém, mic chiéc 4o phong ¢6 ¢d lich im t6i mua cho anh trong chirong trinh khuyén mai ciia Ralph Lauren. Anh dang chiim chii n6i chuyén qua dién
thoai di dong, ubng mdt ngum ca phé doan nhéiin mit doc gi d6 trén bao. Nhung khi anh ngude n, anh mét den sdm ctia anh bt gip anh mit toi thi ca
khuon niit anh nd ra thanh mot nu curol. Mot nu cuoi chan thanh, néng Am va trong anh nhu mdt con nguodi khac.

Khi gip Luke lan dAu tién, toi chi thiy anh c6 déng ctia mdt doanh nhén va lich sy, hodc néng gian néy lira, hodc - thinh thoang lérp - rét vui vé. Ngay ca
khi bat dau hen ho nhau, plﬁi mat mot thoi gian dai anh moi thye sy bo di vé canh giac thuong tryre. Thue ra, 1an dau tién khi anh ay thyre sy, thuc sy
cuoi, t6i da ngac nhién dén d6 thdm chi sac ca nude chanh 1én mii.

Negay ca bay gioy, hé nhin thiy anh sip nhéin mit mim cudi thure sy, trong 1ong t6i ciing thiy ling lang, Boi t6i biét khong phai véi ai anh ciing nhur thé.
Anh dang mim cuoi nhur vay boi vi do 1a toi. Chi danh cho t6i.



“Em thyc sy xin 161 vi d4 qué 1€ mé,” t6i néi. “Chi viemvira...”

“Anh biét,” Luke ndi, gip bédo lai va dimg lén. “Em vira néi chuyén v6i Enid.”” Anh hon t6i va siét chat canh tay toi. “Anh da xem vai cudc goi cudi. Em
Tam t5t lim!”

“Anh s& khong thé tin durgc chong ¢ Ay nhur thé ndo dau!” Toi noi khi chiing t6i di qua chiéc cira xoay va ra ngoai bai dfu xe. “Chéing c6 gi ngac nhién
khi ¢6 ay cir muodn tiep tuc lam viéc!”

“Anh c6 thé hinh dung ra.”

“Anh ra chi nghi c6 4y & d6 dé mang lai cho anh ta cudc song an nhan.” T6i lic dau gidn dit.

“Anh biét khong, em s& khong bao gior chi... ngdi nhd va ndu an dém cho anh. Khéng bao gior trong vong mdt triéu nim nita.”
M6t khoang im king ngfin ngii, va t6i nging 1én nhin vé thich thi ctia Luke.

“Hay... anh biét khong,” toi vi vang ndi thém. “Bita an dém ciia bat ky ai.”

“Anh rit vui khi nghe emn6i vay,” Luke 6n ton ndi. “Anh s& dic biét vui néu em khong bao giov dinh khién anh ngac nhién bang cach lm cho anh mon
thit nau bot mi ctia ngurdi Ma-roc.”

“Anh biét em mubn n6i gi ma,” toi n6i, hoi d6 nit. “Va anh da hira s& khong bao gio nhéc lai chuyén do nira.”

Budi tdi theo phong cach Ma-rdc ndi tiéng cua t6i dién ra it 1au sau khi ching t6i bt dau hen ho. Toi thyre sy mudn cho Luke thiy t6i c6 thé ndu an -
trude d6 t6i da xem churong trinh vé cach nau an cua ngudi Ma-roc, n6 ¢6 vé dé lam va an turgng, Thémnita lic d6 ¢ cira hi¢u Debenhans lai dang
giam gia mot by do an phong cach Ma-roc tuyét dep, vi the moi thir [ ra s€ thit hoan hao.

Nhung m6n bt mi néu thit nhéo nhoét d6. DX k thir kinh khing nhét t6i timg théy trong doi minh. Ngay cé sau khi t6i thir Eim theo goi y ctia Suze | xao
voi mirt xoai. Nhung nhur vy 1 qua nhiéu, moi thir ngdip ngua trong bat & khdp noi..

Dau sao ching nita khong can ban tim. Cubi cing thi ching t6i ciing c6 mot chiéc pizza ngon knh.
Ching t6i dang di dén chiéc xe mui trin ctia Luke & goc bai dau xe, rdi anh Ay bim diéu khién dé mo.
“Em da nhan duoc 101 nhén ctia anh diing khong?”” anh n6i. “Vé chuyén hanh Iy 4y?”

“Vang, em da nhan dugc. N6 day!”

Toi dua cho anh chlec vali nh6 nhéin xinh x3n nhét trén thé gioi ma trude day t6i da mua tai mot ctra hang qua ting danh cho tré em ¢ Guildford. N6 may
bang vai dii mau tring voi nhitng trai tim méu dé duoc in khip noi, va t6i dimg no thay cho tii dung db trang diém

“Thé nay thdi sao?”” Luke noi, trong anh ngac nhién, va t6i ¢ nhin cuoi. Ha! Viée nay s& cho anh 4y biét ai ¢6 thé dong gbi hanh Iy gon nhe.
Tét ca nhitng thir t0i dyng trong vali nay 1 do trang diém va dau goi dau - nhimg Luke khong can biét diéu d6, phai khong nhi?

“Ding vy, chi ¢6 thé,” t6i n6i, kh& nhudn may. “Anh d4 n6i 'dong gbi hanh Iy gon nhe.'

“Dling 14 anh n6i vdy,” Luke néi. “nhung nhur thé nay...”” Anh chi vao chiéc vali. “Anh thuc sur bi 4n tuong”

Khi anh md ¢dp xe, t0i vio ghé 14i va chinh cho ghé nhich Ién dé t6i c6 thé véi t6i ban dap. Toi da luon mong mudn duge lai mdt chiéc mui trén!
Chiéc cbp dap manh phia sau keng t6i, va Luke quay trd lai, mdt c&i nhin hoi thach thirc trén khuon mt anh.

“Em dinh I4i xe, phéi vy khong?”

“Mot doan thoi, em nghii thé,” t61 n6i mdt cach hd db. “Chi dé giam bét ap hre cho anh. Anh biét ddy, s& rat nguy hiém néu li xe qué lau.”

“Em c6 thé 14i v6i doi gidy kia sa0?” Anh nhin d6i xéing dan mau cam ciia t0i - va t6i phai thii nhén, chiéc g6t hoi cao dé c6 thé dap ga. Nhung t6i khong
dinh cho anh ay biét di€u dd. “Do mdi, phai khdng em?”” anh n6i thém, va nhin ching gan hon.

Toi dinh n6i vang thi chot nhé lan trude gip anh y, t0i cling di gty moi - va lin trude d6 ciing vdy. Dicu ny rét la, chéc han phéi c6 mdt sy tinh & ndo
d¢ gitta nhitng viéc khong lién quan ay.

“Khong!” Toi danh tra 1oi vay. “Thure ra em dé ¢6 ching tir Jau rdi. Thuc ra...” Toi hiing giong. “Ching 1 xing dan 14 xe ctia em.”
“Xzng dan lai xe ctia em,” Luke Eip lai 10 t6i d4y hoai nghi.

“Véng!” t0i n6i, va nd may trude khi anh kip ni thém gi nita. Chia oi, chiéc xe nay tuyét ctii méo! N6 phat ra mot tiéng nd ky hiéu va gan nhur rit 1én khi



t01 vao ga.
“Becky...”

“Em6n!” t6i n6i va tir tir quay xe khoi bai ddu xe dé ra dudng. Oi, day qua thire la mot khoanh khéc tuyét diéu. Toi tur hoi khong hiéu c6 ai dang nhin
minh khong. Toi tyr hoi liéu Emma va Rory ¢6 dang nhin ra ngoai cira s6 khong. Va céi g trai e ludng dang nghi minh hay ho thé ndo vai chiée xe md
6 kia chtr. Anh ta khong c6 xe mui trén, diing khong nhi? Tinh ¢ ¢6 chit ¥, t61 bAm coi va khi am thanh vang khéip bai ddu xe, toi nhin thiy it nhét ba
nguoi dang ngodi lai nhin. Ha! Nhin t6i xem! Ha-ha-ha...

“Cénh hoa ctia anh,” Like ndi sau lung toi. “Em dang lim tic dudng ddy.”

Téi liéc nhin guong chiéu hiu - ¢6 ba chiée xe dang bo doc phia sau xe t6i. That nuc cudi, vi toi khong di chdm dén thé.

“Em thir di nhanh hon mdt chit di,”” Luke dé nghi. “Di muroi dammot gio duoc chi?”

“Em dang di thé ma,” t6i buc minh ndi. “Anh khong thé mong em di véo véo mdt triéu dam mdt gio duge! Co giéi han toc d6, anh biét chir.”

Toidi dén 16 ra, mim cuoi tho o v6i nguoi gac cong dang nhin toi day ngac nhién, va 18 ra duong. Toi xin dudng bén trai, liéc nhin Fin cudi vé phia sau
dé xem c6 ngudi nao toi bict vira xuat hién va dang nhin t6i day ngudong md khong, R6i khi chiéc xe phia sau ti bat dau bam coi, t6i thin trong do xe
vao sat via he.

“Day roi,” t6i ndi. “Dén luot anh.”

“Pén lwot anh?” Luke nhin t6i chdm chim “Da dén huot anh?”

“Em phai son mong tay bay gio,” toi giai thich. “Va dii gi em ciing biét anh nghi em khong biét 14i xe. Em khong muén anh nit néing may nhe voi em sudt
doc duong dén Somerset.”

“Anh khong nghi em khong biét 1ai xe.” Luke bao chita, nira nhw cudi vang, “Anh ndi thé khi nao?”

“Anh khong cn phai n6i thé. Em c6 thé doc duoc y nghi ctia anh: 'Backy Bloomwood khong biét l4i xe. «

“Dugc 10i, d6 chinh B diém nhim Bn ciia em déy,” Luke tra miéng, Y nghi d6 thyc ra 1:

'Becky Bloonwood khong thé 14i xe v6i doi xang dan méu cam mdi ctia 6 dy boi vi got qua cao va nhon.”

Anh nhuén may, va t6i cam thiy it minh hoi do lén.

“Pay | doi xing dan l4i xe ctia emma,” t6i im bam, ddi sang ghé ngurdi ngdi. “Em di ching nhiéu ndm nay roi.”
Trong lic t6i vdi tay Ay céi gitia mong trong tii, Luke ngdi vao chd ngudi i va nga ngudi sang hon toi.

“Di sao ciing camon em vi da chia s¢ viée ndy voi anh,” anh néi. “Anh chic n6 s& gitip minh giam bét nguy co mét moi trén duong cao toe.”
“Dling vy, tot qua!” toi ndi va bt dau gitia mong, “Anh can giit strc dé ngay mai dao khép ving néng thon cting em.”
Yén ling, va sau do mot lic toi ngéng Ién.

“U.” Luke d4p - anh khong mim cudi nita. “Becky ndy... anh d dinh n6i véi em vé ngiy mai.””

Anh ngig lai va t6i nhin anh chédm chém, cam thiy ny cudi ctia minh ciing nhat dan.

“C6 chuyén gi thé?” t61 n6i, ¢b giing khong to ra lo Eing

Luke dot ngot thdt lén. “Vén d& 13 thé nay. Mot co hdi lim in vira dén ma anh thi thire sy mudn... tn dung n6. Va 6 vai ngudi tir M qua mi anh can
phai noi chuyén. Viéc khan!”

“0,” t6i n6i, hoi ngdp ngimg mdt chit. “Puogc ma - viéc d6 OK ma. Néu anh mang theo dién thoai thi...”
“Khong phai bang dién thoai.”” Anh Ay nhin thing vao ti. “Anh d kén lich hop vao ngay mai.”

“Ngy mai?” t6i Ién giong va kh& cuoi. “Nhung anh khong thé hop ngay mai. Chiing ta s& ¢ khach san ma.”
“Nhitng ngudi anh cin n6i chuyén ciing vay,” Luke ndi. “Anh da moi ho dén.”

To6i nhin anh simg sdt.

“Anh da moi d6i tic lim an dén vio ky nghi ctia ching ta sa0?”



“Chi vi cudc hop thdi ma,” Luke néi. “Thoi gian con lai s&€ chi danh cho riéng ching ta.”
“Va cudc hop do s¢€ kéo dai bao 1au?” t6i kéu lén. “Pilng noi voi em la ca ngay!”

Toi chi khong thé tin diroc diéu do. Sau tat ca chd doi, sau tit ca hdo hirc, sau tit ca viéc dong goi hanh Iy...
“Becky, viée do s& khong té dén thé dau...”

“Anh d3 hira vdi em s€ nghi lam! Anh da néi chiing ta s&€ c6 mdt khoang thoi gian laing man yéu thuong,”
“Ching ta s€ cd mot khoadng thoi gian lang man yéu thuong ma.”

“Voi t?{t ca nhirng ngudi ban im n cta anh. Vi tit ca nhitng mdi lién lac khing khiép ciia anh, ca mot mang hrdi lién lac chéng chit ctr nhur thé... ctr
nhur thé [a mot ot gioi!”

“Ho s& khong lién lac chang chit voi ching ta,” Luke n6i i mim cudi. “Becky a...”” Anh voi tay ndm Ay tay toi nhung toi gidng ra.

“Noi that, emnhan théy chuyén dindy ciia em clfmg duoc tich su gi néuné chi dé anh lam viée ctia minh!” t6i ndi mdt cach khd s&. “LE ra emchinén &
nha. Thyec ra...” T6i md cira xe. “Thuc ra, em nghi em s€ vé nha ngay bay gio. Em s€ goi taxi tir truong quay.”

Toi d6ng sap cira xe va bat dau di bo doc trén phd, doi xing dan niu cam ctia t6i tao ra nhimg 4m thanh lich cach trén nén via hé nong birc. Gan vé
den cong truong quay thi t6i nghe thay giong anh ay, to dén mirc vai ngudi phai ngodi lai nhin.

“Becky! Cho da!”

Toi dirng lai, tir tir quay nguoi tai chd - nhin anh 4y dtmg Ién trong xe va bAm dién thoai di dong,

“Anh 1am ci gi thé?” ti hét 1én ngd vire.

“Anh dang goi dién thoai cho ddi tac khing khiép kia,” Luke n6i. “Dé hoan gip anh ta. D& hiy luon.”

Toi khoanh tay lai, nhin anh chim chiim v6i anh méit hinh vién dan.

“Al6?” anh 4y noi. ‘Lamon ndi my phong 301. Gép Micheal Ellis. Cam on. Anh doan minh s& phai bay 61 gip anh ta & Washington,” anh ndi véi toi
khi tong dai dang chuyén may. “Hogc s€ doi dén lan sau khi anh ta va cac dong sur c6 miit dong du & Anh. C6 & chi mot e, ctr thir nghi xem lich lam
viéc day dic dién cuong cua hg. R6t cudce thi cling chi 1a cong viée. Chi 1a mdt phi vy lam &n. Chi Ia phi vy lam an ma anh muon tién xa...”

“Oi... thoi dil” t6i gian dit n6i. “Thoi di. Hay cir tién hanh cude hop ngu ngde cia anh di.”

“Em chéc chir?” Luke ndi, iy tay bit dng nghe lai. “Hoan toan chic chi?”

“Hoan toan chic,” toi néi va nhin vai ngao ngan. “Néu nhu viéc d6 quan trong dén thé...”

“N6 khé quan trong,” Luke n6i, va bét gip anh m¥t t6i, dot nhién trd nén nghiém tic. “Tin anh di, néu khong anh s& khong lam vay.”

Toi cham ri cube bo vé phia chiéc xe khi Luke cét dién thoai di.

“Camon em, Becky,” anh n6i khi ti vao xe. “Anh thue sy mubn néi vay.” Anh vubt ma t6i diu dang, 101 tim chia khoa va khoi dong xe.

Khi chiing t6i I4i xe di khoi dén ch dén xanh dén d6, i liéc nhin anh rdi nhin chiéc dién thoai di dong van con dang 16 ra khoi i 4o anh,

“C6 that 1 anh da goi dién cho ddi tac khong?” t6i noi.

“(C6 that a em dinh di vé khong?” anh 4y dép lai, khong hé ngo ngudy dau.

Pay la didu thure sy khé chiu khi di choi cing Luke. Ban khong tai ndo trbn thoat khoi bt ctr cai gl

Ching t6i ldi xe khoang mot tiéng thi dén ving nong thon, dimg lai an trua ¢ mt quan rugu nho trong lang, 101 14i xe tiép mot tiéng rudi nita | dén
Somerset. Liic dén Blakeley Hall, t6i cam thy nhu minh da 1 mot con ngudi khac. Roi khoi London that hay - khong khi vimg thon qué tuyét voi nay
nap day nang lrong trong toi khién t6i tré nén turoi tan. Khi budc ra khoi xe ti vin ngudi mdt chut, thanh thire m ndi, chua gi t6i da cam thiy khoe
khoin va rén chic hon roi.

Toi twr hoi néu tudn ndo ciing dén ving thén qué thi chic ¢ 18 t6i phai giam dén ba can mét, néu khong néi d con hon thé nira.

“Emco mudn an thém mot it nita khong?” Luke hoi, viron tay cam goi Maltesers t6i dang an gAn hét. (T6i phai an khi di 6 t6 néu khong t6i s& bi say xe.)
“Thé nhitng tap chi ndy thi sao ha em?”” Anh nhat chong tap chi & dudi chén t6i Ién va tim Iy chiing khi ca chong tap chi chi trure roi khéi tay anh.



“Em khong dinh doc tap chi & day dau!” toi ngac nhién néi. “Pay [ ving ndng thon ma!”

Troi. Khong hiéu Luke c6 biét ti gi vé cude sdng thén qué khong vay?

Khi anh ly hanh 1y ra khoi c6p xe, t6i tho than di dao xung quanh t6i mt héng rdo, thanh than ngiim nhin canh ddng It tréi mot mau vang néu. Ban biét
khong, t6i thict nghil minh von rat yéu mén mot ving thon qué. Gan nhur t6i von da nudi dudng trong minh mit tinh yéu thién nhién va tinh yéu dy moi ngay
mdt 1on dan lén. Chﬁng han nhur, m(:)t ngéy 1o, t6i nhan thay minh dang mua mdt chiéc 4o len dan béng tay qﬁa hang Fair I’sle tr ctra hang French
Connection. M6i gan day thoi t6i bat dau lam vuron! Hay it ra la t6i cling vira mua mot vai chdu hoa bang gom that xinh xén tir ctra hiéu The Pier, ching
duoc dat tén la “Hing qué” va “Rau mii” - va t6i chic chin s& mua vai loai cay nho trong siéu thi va trong thanh mdt hang dai 6 bau ctra s6. (Y 01 1,
chiing chi khoang 50 xu, va néu ching chét thi ban chi viéc mua cay khac.)

“San sang chua em?” Luke hoi.

“Hoan toan sin sang” t6i dap va budc loang choang vé phia anh, miéng nguyén riia dng bun trén duong,

Ching t6i budc di lao xao trén con duong rai soi vao khach san - va phai n6i rang 01 bi gy an twong. D6 1 mdt tda nha to db s6 ¢ vimg thon qué mang
phong cach ¢6 dién, v6i nhitng manh virdn xinh dep v6i nhitng bure trong diéu khéc hién dai dat bén trong, va rap chiéu phimriéng, y nhur trong cudn
gioi thidu. Luke da dén day mot vai 1n trude d6, anh n6i ddy i khéch san yéu thich ciia anh. Rét nhidu ngdi sao ciing timg dén day! Vi du, Madonna.
(Hay Mel C ctia nhém Spice Girls? Ai d6, du sao ciing vay.) Nhung rd rang 1a ho rat kin ddo va thuong & nhitng cén nha tach biét véi nhitng can phong
khéc cua khach san noi cac nhan vién phuc vu chang bao gio lui toi.

Tuy nhién khi ching t6i vao sanh I& tan t6i van nhin k§ xung quanh, chi dé 15 ¢6 gip ho. Rét nhiéu ngudi trong kha hép dan mic dd jeans va deo kinh hop
thoi, mit c6 nang tdc vang hoe dai loai ciling hoi ndi tieng, dang dimg dang kia...

T6i hdo himg dén t& ngudi. CO phai anh ta khong nhi? D6 1 Elton John! Chinh i Elton John dang ngdi ngay dang kia, chi vai...
R&i anh ta quay lai - va d6 chi la mot tén ngde miic o khoac ¢ mii trim dau va deo kinh. Chét tiét. Tuy nhién, trong ciing gin nhur Elton John.

Bay gios thi ching t0i d2 dén ban & tan, mdt nhéin vién méic 4o khodc higu Nehru rét hop mdt cuoi v6i ching toi. *“Xin chéo dng Brandon,” anh ta ndi.
“Va c6 Bloomwood. Chao mimg quy vi dén voi Blakeley Hall.”

Anh ta biét tén chiing t6i! Ching t6i thAm chi khong phai n6i cho anh ta! Chéng trach cac sao lai dén déy nghi ngoi.

“Toi vira xép cho quy khach phong s6 9,” anh ta n6i trong lic Luke dién vao phiéu ding ky phong. “Phong niy nhin ra viron hoa hong,”

“Tuyét qué,” Luke ndi. “Becky, emmudn doc bao gi vao budi sang?”

“To Financial Times,” t6i n6i ma khong can nghi.

“Tét nhién rdi,” Luke noi, roi viét vao phiéu. “Vay 1 mdt t& Financial Times - va mot to The Daily World cho toi.

To6i nhin nhan vién I& tan do xét nhung grong niit anh ta hoan toan binh than.

“Quy khéch c6 mudn dimg tra vio budi sang khong a?”” nhan vién & tan vira hoi vira gd nily tinh. “Hay 1a ca phé a?”

“Vui Iong cho ca phé,” Luke néi. “Cho c hai ching t6i, t0i nghi vay.” Anh nhin t6i c6 ¥ mudn hoi, va toi git dau.

“Quy khéch s thiy mdt chai champaint mién ché & trong phong,” nhan vién I8 tan n6i, “va phuc vu phong s& luon sin sang 24/24.”

Toi phai ndi ring minh bj 4n tuong manh. DAy thuc sy & mdt dia diém hang dau. Ho biét mit ban ngay Kip tirc, ho moi ban sim panh - va ho thim chi
khong he d¢ cap dén buu kién chuyén phat nhanh cua t6i. RS rang ho nhin ra d6 1a van d¢ can phai thin trong. Ho nhin ra rang mot ¢6 gi khong nhat
thiét mu6n cho ban trai biet vé moi mon buu kién duge giri dén cho ¢6 dy - va ho s& cho den i Luke ra khoi tam nghe dé néi voi t0i ve buu kién do.
DPay I ly do tai sao thit dang dong tién bat gao khi dén mot khach san xin.

“Néu ¢6 bit cir yéu ciu ndo, thira c6 Bloonmwood,” nhan vién I8 tin néi va nhin t6i dy ham ¥, “in dirmg ngn ngai cho t6i biét.”

Ban thiy chira? Nhitng thong diép duoc mé hoa va moi thir.

“Toi s& kim vy, dimg lo,” 101 noi, va mim cuoi u ca vi anh ta. “Chi mft kit nita thoi.” Toi nhay it dAy ¥ tir v& phia Luke, va nhén vién & tan nhin toi
binh than, dting céi kiéu anh ta ching c6 khai niém gi vé& nhitng didu t6i néi. Chia oi, nhitng ngudi nay that tuyét!

Cubi cing thi Luke ciing dién xong phiéu déing ky va dua lai cho nhén vién 1€ tin. Nhan vién I8 tin dua cho anh dy chiéc chia khéa phong to, kiéu ¢ va
201 ngudi mang hanh ly.

“Toi khong nghil ching t6i can bt ky sur gitip d& no,” Luke néi, mim cudi, va nhic chiée va i miu hong ca t6i Ién. “Chéc chén 1 t6i khong bi xach quéa
té,i,”

“Anh ctt 1n trude di,” t6i n6i. “Bm chi mudn... kiém tra lai thir g1 d6. Cho ngay mai.” Toi cudi voi Luke va mot lat sau, t6i thd phdo nhe nhom khi anh



tién thang vé phia cau thang bo.

Ngay sau khi anh xa khoi tim nghe, t6i quay tr lai ban & tan.

“Toi s& Ay n ngay by gid,” t6i thi thim voi nhan vién I tn, ngudi vira quay di rdi nhin vao ngiin kéo. Anh ta nging dau 1én nhin t6i ddy vé ngac nhién.
“T6i xin 161, thra ¢6 Bloomwood?”’

“Khong sao,” t6i n6i, vé ham y hon nira. “Anh c6 thé dura né cho t6i bay gio. Khi Luke da di khoi.”
“Chinh x4c | cai gi...?”

“Anh c6 thé dura cho t6i g6i buru kién ctia 161 T6i ndi nhé. “Va cam on anh vi da khong dé 16 bi mat.”
“Goi buu kién cta... quy khach a?”

“Buru kién chuyén phét nhanh ctia t61.”

“Buru kién chuyén phét nhanh ndo a?”

T6i nhin anh ta chiim chim, cam thiy hoi nghi ngai.

“Goi buu kién c6 quan 40 ciia ti & bén trong. Cai ma anh da khong nhic dén lc trude diy! Caima...”

T6i ap tng khi nhin thay khu6n it ctia anh ta. Anh ta khong hé 6 mdt khai niém gi vé thir t6i dang n6i dén, ding khong nhi? OK. Bimg hdt hoang. Ai
6 s& biét n6 ¢ dau.

“Déng I8 t6i s& c6 mot buu kién dang chd minh & ddy,” toi gidi thich. “To khoang chimg ny... L& ra n6 phai dén day sang nay...”

Nhan vién £ tan Fic dau.

“Toi rat tiéc, thura ¢6 Bloomwood. Khong ¢ buu kién nao dugc giri dén cho b ca.”

Dot nhién t6i cam thiy hut hing mot chit.

“Nhung... phai cé mdt buu kién duge chuyén dén. Toi da giri nd qua cong ty chuyén phét nhanh ngay hom qua mé. Pén Blakeley Hall.”
Nhén vién I tan nhiu méy.

“Charlotte ndy?” anh ta néi, goi voi vao phong trong, “Cé buu kién nio duoc chuyén dén cho c¢6 Rebecca Bloonwood khong?”’
“Khong,” Charlotte tra 1i roi di ra ngoai. “Theo du kién thi khi ndo buru kién dugc chuyén dén?”

“Sang nay!” toi ndi, ¢d gidu vé bdi rdi. “'Bat cir thir gi, bt cr noi du, chi sang mai i d&én!' Y 6i 13, chd nay diing i bat cir noi d4u phai khong?”
“Toi rat tiéc,” Charlotte néi, “nhung khong c6 thir gi &én ca. N6 ¢6 quan trong Eim khong thira ¢6?”

“Rebecca!” mdt giong n6i vong ra tir phia cu thang, t0i quay lai, thdy Luke dang ngd dau ra nhin minh. “C6 van dé gi khéng em?”

“Khong!” toi vui vé noi. “Tat nhién a khong rdi! C6 céi gi trén doi lai khong On nita chir?” Téi nhanh chéng chudn khoi ban I tn trude khi Charlotte
hay nhan vién I& tan kia kip ndi gi r6i nhanh chéng di vé phia cau thang,

“Moi viée 6n ca chir em?”” anh noi khi t6i lai gAn, va mim cudi voi toi.

“Hoan toan 6n ca?” t6i dép, giong cao hon binh thirdng hai ndc. “Moi viée déu rét on!”

Toi khong c6 quan 40. Diéu ndy khong thé dang xay ra ch.

Toi dang di nghi ciing Luke, trong mot khach san sang trong - va t6i khong c6 quan 4o. Toi s& lam gi bay gio?

Toi khong thé n6i su that cho anh 4y duoc. Toi chi khong thé thii nhan ring chiéc va li nho nhéin xinh xn kia chi B ci ngon ctia mot nii quén ao duoc.
Nhit 1 sau khi d3 vénh vang vé nd den thé. Toi s& chi phai.. (g bién, t6i nghii lan man trong khi ching t6i 18 vao mot goc tuong 101 bt dau di xudng
mdt hanh lang long 1Ay khach. Mic quén 4o ctia anh 4y, gidng nhur Annie Hall hay... hay xé cac rém cira xudng roi tim thir gi d6 dé may... va nhanh
chong hoc cach khau va...

Binh finh, t0i ctrmg rén ty nhit bén thin minh. Chi can... binh tinh. Goi buu kién d6 s& phai duoc chuyén dén vao séng mai, vi thé t0i chi phai séng qua ot
démnay. Va it nhat t6i cling c6 do trang diém bén minh...



“Chiing ta dang & day rdi,” Luke noi, dimng lai mo cira. “Em nghil i thé?”

Oi chao. Chi trong chdc 14t nhimg lo ]éng cua t0i bi troi sach khi cham chi nhin can phong rong Ion thoang dang. Gio t0i moi i hiéu tai sao Luke lai thich
khach san nay den vy. N6 tuyét dep - glong hét can ho ctia anh, mot chiée girdng tréing to vi dai véi chiée chéin 1ong ngdng o phii bén trén, mdt dan
méy nghe nhac t5i tAn va hai chiéc ghé sofa bang da lon.

“Hay thir nhin budng tim di em” Luke n6i, cdn t0i theo anh 4y vo trong d6 - va n6 dep mé hon. Mot chiée bon tim mit xa dwoc kham chim that tuygt,
bén trén 14 chiéc voi hoa sen Ion nhat t6i tirmg that va mot gia cac lo dau huong liéu nhin that quyen ril.

C6 I& t6i chi can danh ca ky nghi cudi tudn nay dé tim

“Vay thi,” anh n6i khi quay trd ra phong, *“Anh khong biét em mudn Bm gi...” Anh budc lai gin chiéc va li ctia minh rdi mo tach mot tiéng - 0 c6 thé nhin
thay tirng hang 4o so' mi x€p san sat, tat ca déu da duoc ngudi giip viee nha anh ay 1a. “Anh nghi trudce tién chiing ta nén dd do ra...”

“Dd d6! Chéde chéin 1a thé rdil” t0i hao himg noi. Toi tién lai chiéc va fi nho nhéin ciia minh va sor cai moc cai va li ma khong mo ra. “hay ... t0i noi, mic
duy tuong do chi vira chot xuat hién trong dau, “tai sao ching ta khong di ddu uong rugu - sau d6 moi do d6 dac ra.”

Thién tai. Chiing t6i s& di xudng dudi udng that sau, va sau d6 sang hom sau t6i chi viée gia v ngii sau rdi nam trong girong cho dén khi buru kién ciia ti
t6i. On Chiia. Chi mdt fic thoi ma t6i dé bat dau...

“Y tirong d6 that tuyét voi,” Luke n6i. “Anh s& di thay d0.” Anh Ay Iuc va 1i rdi 16i ra mot chiéc quén va mot chiéc 40 so mi mau xanh that banh.
“Thay d6 sa0?”” toi ngdp ngimg ni. “C6 quy dinh nghiém ngiit ndo vé... an mic khong anh?”

“O khong, khong hé nghiémngat,” Luke n6i “Emkhong dinh nic lubn.... cir cho I, nhitng thir em dang mic bay gio chir.” Anh 4y chi vao chiéc quin
sodc bo te tua clia toi roi cudi toe toét.

“T4t nhién | khong!” T6i noi, va curdi nhur thé d6 [a mdt y tudng nire cuol “Pung 1oi. Puge. Em chi viée.... chon mbt bd trang phuc théi ma.”
Toi quay trd lai bén chiéc va i ctia minh, m thét nhanh, ning ndp 1én va nhin vao ti dd trang diém

Toi s& phai lam gi day? Luke dang c6i 4o so mi. Anh 4y diém inh véi tay Ay chiéc 40 mau xanh da trdi. Chi mot phit nita anh Ay s& nhin 1én hoi, “Xong
chura em?”

Lic ndy t6i can c6 mdt ké hoach hanh dong thdu d4o.

“Luke - em vira thay doi y dinh,” t0i noi, r0i dong ndp va li lai. “Dimg xudng quén bar nita anh.” Luke nhin Ién ddy vé ngac nhién, va tdi trao cho anh mjt
ny c1~I()i quyen rli nhat cta minh. “O trén ndy goi phuc vu phong, va...” Toi ti€n thAm vai budc dén bén anh 4y, ni long 4o sat nach, .. va xem man dém
s€ dan ta dén dau.”

Luke nhin t6i chiim chim, tay anh vin dang ¢ lung chimg giira hing ctc 40 so mi miu xanh.

“Coino ra,” 161 n6i khe khé. “Chiing ta phai mic quan 4o tuom it Bim gi khi tat ca nhimg gi ching ta mudn am i ¢6i quéan 4o ciia nhau?”’

Mdt nu cudi tir tir lan déu trén khudn it ctia Luke, i mit anh bat dau sang lén.

“Emn6i rit ding,” anh ndi rdi bude lai phia t6i, coi khuy 40 so mi va dé no roi xudng san nha.

“Anh khong biét minh da nghi gi nira.”

On Chua! T6i thé phao nhe nhdm khi anh Ay s& vao chiée 4o sat nach ciia t6i va bt du coi ra. Diéu nay that hoan hao. Pay ding 1 nhiing gi toi...

Oi Um

Thye sy, viéc ndy con trén ca hoan hao.

Ban dang doc truyén 7in D6 Shopping Oanh Tac Manhattan dwoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chim)Net.

Chuong 4

8 GIO 30 PHUT sang hom sau, t6i van chura ra khoi girong. Toi khong mubn di chuyén dit chi mdt centimét. Toi mudn nim trong chiée giurong thoai
méi, dang yéu ndy, cudn minh trong chiéc chin 16ng ngdng mau tréing tuyét dep nay.
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“Em dioh néim vy mii sa0?” Luke n6i, mim cudi voi t0i. “Khong phéi anh khong mudn néim clng em dau.” Anh &y hon kn trén t6i, con i thi riic vao
may cai goi ma khong tra 161 anh. T61 chi khong muon ra khoi grong, Toi thay qua dé chiu, am &p va hanh phiic khi & day.

Thémnita - chi |a mdt diém rat nho thdi - toi van chura c6 quén do.

Toi da bi mit goi xubng & thn ba lin dé hdi v& buu kién chuyén phét nhanh. (Mot lin khi Luke dang tim, mdt lin khi i dang tim - tir chiéc di¢n thoai
sang trong trong phong tam - va mdt 1an rat nhanh khi t6i ctr Luke ra hanh lang vi t6i nghe thay tiéng meo kéu.)

Va né van chura dén noi. Toi khong c6 quan do. Khong c6 cai coc kho gi.

Piéu d6 cho dén lic nay ciing chura co gidang ké vi toi van ndm uon trong chian. Nhung t6i ¢6 1€ khong thé an thém chiit banh stmg bo hay ubng thém
hép ca phé ndo nira, hay ciing ching thé ndo tim ma Luke thi ¢ gin mic xong quén 40 1oi.

Toi chidc s& phai miic lai quin 4o hom qua. nghi lai da thy ban thiu, nhung t0i con am gi khic duoc chir? Toi chi viée gia vo i ¢6 nhidu tinh cam danh
cho bg quan 4o nay hodc co & hy vong t6i cd thé méc that nhanh ma Luke thdm chi s& khong nhin ra. Y t6i I3, liéu dan 6ng c6 thuc sy nhdn ra nhitng gi
ma ban...
Khoan da.
Poi mot phit. B6 quin 4o ctia minh hom qua dau rdi? Minh chéc chén chi im roi ching trén san thoi...
“Luke ny?” t6i n6i, giong binh than nhét c6 thé. “Anh c6 nhin thiy quan 40 hom qua ctia em d4u khong?”
“C6,” anh tra 104, ngéng dAu 1én khoi chiée va li. “Anh giri ching xudng bd phén giit dd sang nay cling voi quin 4o ctia anh roL.”
T61 nhin anh trimg trirmg, ngdp tho.
B0 quan 40 duy nhét trén doi ciia t6i da dwoc giri dén bo phan giat dd sao?
“Khi ndo... khi ndo ching moi duoc giit xong?” Cudi clng t6i ciing thdt 1én duoc.

“Sang mai.” Luke quay lai nhin toi “Xin 11, I& ra anh nén n6i voi em. nhung d6 khong phai 1 vin dé gi 1on chir? Y anh 1, anh khong nghii diéu nay im
em o ling Ho phuc vu rat tuyét.”

“O khong!” t4i cao giong ndi vé cau kinh. “Kkhong, em khong lo ling!”

“T6t,” anh i, va mim cuoi.

“T6t,” t6i ndi, va mim cudi lai.

Toi phai lam gi day?

“0, conkha nhleu chd trbng trong ti1 dé do,” Luke 1n6i, “néu em mudn anh treo céc thir Ién.” Anh véi tay Ky chiéc va li nho ciia t6i va trong ltic hét‘ )
hoang, t6i nghe tiéng minh hét Ién. “Khoooodng!” trude khi kip hiim lai. “Khong sao,” t6i n6i thém, khi anh nhin t6i ngac nhién. “Quén 40 ctia em hau hét
deula... 6 dét kim”

Oi Chiia oi. Chia oi. By gior anh ay dang di gidy. Toi s& phai lam gi?

OK, c6 Ién ndo Becky, toi dién cudng suy nghi. Quén do. Mot céi gi @6 dé méc. Khong quan trong i cai gi.

Mot trong nhitng by com I ctia Luke?

Khong Anh s thiy rét ky quéc, va dii sao thi com Ié ctia anh ciing toan ngdn khoang 1.000 bang, vi thé t6i khong thé xén tay 40 Ién.

Ao choang ‘Eém cua khach san thi sao? Cir gid vo nhu 40 choang tAm va dép di trong phong 1 mdt moi nhét di. O, nhung t6i khong thé di lai trong chiéc
4o choang tam ctr nhu the t6i di spa vay. Moi ngudi s€ cudi nhao toi.

Théi ndo, trong khach san kiéu gi chéng c6 quan 40. Hay 1a... dong phyc cta nhéin vién don phong? Ding 1dim con gi hay ho hon thé. Ho phai gitt hang
ta d6 do o dau day, phéi khong nhi? Nhimg chiéc vay gon gang xinh xin di véi mii cling t6ng, Toi ¢6 thé ndi voi Luke d6 a mdt moi nhat ciia Prada - va
hy vong khdng ai yéu cau t6i di don phong cho ho...

“Ma ndy,” Luke n6i, véi tay Ky va li ctia anh, “em dé quén cai ndy & nha a

Toi ngang lén, hoi gidt minh khi anh 4y tung cho t6i mdt cai gi d tir gbe phong bén kia. N6 mém mai, giong nhur vai.. va khi bt duge nd, t0i mudn khoe
cho nhe long, Quan 40! Mdt chiéc 4o phong hi¢u Calvin Klein to qua kho thi chinh xac hon. T6i chura bao gior vai mirng dén vay trong doi khi nhin thay
mot chiec 40 phdng mau ghi xam khong hoa tiét d3 bac mau.



“Cam on anh!” t6i néi. Va t6i ép ban than minh dém dén mudi trude khi tht ra mdt cach i nhién, “Thét sur, c6 1§ hom nay em s& niic chiée 40 ndy.”
“C4i 40 467 Luke noi, nhin 6i kho hiéw. “Anh nghii n B mbt chiéc 4o ngis

“Ping thé! N6 1a mdt chiéc do - vy ngil,” t6i néi, trimné qua dau - v on Chia, n6 dai dén nira dti. N6 d& dang bién thanh mdt chiéc vay. A ding roi!
Toi c6 mdt chiec bang bude dau co gidn mau den trong tii d6 trang diém cé theé ding Iam thanh mdt chiec thét lung vira van voi nguoi.

“Rat dep,” Luke tréu choc khi nhin t6i ludn lach chui ngudi vao. “Hoi ngin mot chit...”

“Mot chiéc vay mini,” t0i qua quyét, 10i quay lai ngim minh trong gwong. V... Chiia i, n6 hoi ngin. Nhung da qué mudn dé Bm gi lic ndy. Toi x6 doi
xang dan mau cam vao chén va stra soan lai toc tai, khdng cho phép minh nghi v tat ca nhitng bd canh t6i dinh dién vao sang nay.

“Déy nira,” Luke noi. Anh vdi tay lay chiéc khin Denny and George va chdm rdi quang quanh ¢ t6i. “Khin Denny and George va khong niic quin 16t
chén goi. Anh thich the.”

“Em s& mic quan 16t chén gbil” t6i n6i ddy phan nd.

Pung vy m. Toi doi dén i Luke ra chd khac dé tho ngay mdt chiéc quan 16t ciia anh Ay.

“VAy - phi vu lim @n ctia anh thién vé ming gi vay?” t6i voi va hoi, chuyén chi d&. “C6 thi vi khong?”

“N6 kha... I6n,” Luke ngéip ngimg. Anh dy cam hai chiéc ca vat lua to tim én. “Caindo s& mang lai may mén cho anh ha em?”
“Cai mau do,” t6i n6i sau mdt chit dan do. “N6 hop véi mit anh.”

“N6 hop véi mét anh?” Luke phé 1én cudi. “Trong anh c6 di ton vy khong?”

“N6 hop voi mit anh. Anh hiéu em mubn ndi gi ns.”

“Khong, emn6i ding ngay tir dau rdi,” Luke n6i va nhin chim chi vao grong. “Né hop véi it anh mdt cach hoan hao.” Anh liéc nhin t6i. “Chic em
ciing doan dugc dém qua anh khong ngi.”

“Khong ngii?” Toi nhurén may. “Trurde mdt cude hop quan trong sao? Chic chéin ddy khong phai 1 cach Luke Brandon s& cur xir.”
“Rét thiéu trach nhiém,” Luke tan thanh trong khi quang ca vat quanh ¢d. “Chéc vi méi nghil ¢én ai d6.”

Toi quan sat anh thét ca vat v6i nhimg budc thit nhanh va hiéu qua. “Vay - hiy ké cho em vé phi vu lim in ndy di. D6 1 mot khach hang 1on ding
khong?”

Nhung Luke chi cudi va Fc dau.
“C6 phai Nat West khong? Em biét roi, Ngan hang Lloyds!”

“Nio... d6 chi 1a mdt phi vu anh rt mong mudn,” cudi cling Luke ciing néi. “Mot viée anh luon mong mudn. Nhung ca phi vu lai rét nham chan,” anh
chuyén giong di¢u.
“Khong, khong phai vay!”

“Thie su rét budn té. Nao - emdinh hom nay s& im gi? Em s& 6n chir?”” Va bay gio nghe ¢6 vé nhur anh dy dang chuyén chi dé.

Thure s, t0i nghii Luke hoi nhay cam vé viéc am 0 budn khi nhic dén cong viéc ctia anh. Dimg hiéu nhm ¥ i, t0i nghif viée kinh doanh cia anh rét
tuyét. nhung ¢d mot lan, lic do rat khuya r6i,anh ké cho t6i vé loat san pham k¥ thudt mdi anh chuan bi dua ra gioi thi¢u va t6i da dai loai nhur... ngi gat.

Toi nghii anh da khéic ¢bt ghi tm chuyén d6 vi gan déy anh hiu nhu khong ké chuyén cong viéc nita.

“Em c6 nghe n6i bé boi s& déng ciia sang nay chua?”” anh noi.

“Em biét,” t61 n6i, v6i tay iy phan hong, “Nhung chuyén d6 khong thanh vén dé. Em rit d& tim niém vui cho ban than.”

Im king mdt hdi, t6i ngude 1én thiy Luke dang do xét nhin t6i diy vé nghi ngd

“Em c6 mudn anh goi mdt chiéc taxi dura em di mua sdm khong? Thanh phd Bath ¢ khé gan ddy...”

“Khong,” t6i ham hyre. “Em khong mudn di mua sam!”

Piéu nay ding, Khi Suze phat hién ra gié ctia doi xing dan miu cam ctia t6i, ¢o Ay rét lo Eing vi da khong du nghiém khiic véi toi, vi thé t6i hira cubi tuan

ndy s& khong mua thém bat cir thir gi. C6 Ay bit t6i diit tay Ién tim ma thé véi - trm, d6i xing dan mau cam ctia minh. Va t6i s& phai thuc sy ¢b ging gitt
10i thé do.



Y 6i 13, t6i ciing chi cn ¢ 48 tiéng ddng hd nita.

“Em s& di khdm pha moi thir & vimg ndng thon dang yéu nay,” t6i néi B dap hop phin hdng lai
“Nhur 1 viée...”

“Nhur [ viée ngim canh... va c6 1& dén mt trang trai xem nguoi ta vét sita bo, hay viéc gi do...”
“Anh hiéu roi.”

“Cai g co?”” t6i nghi ngd hoi. “Anh néi thé i c6 ¥ gi?”

“Em s& dén trang trai dtng khong va s& hoi ngudi ta xem em co thé vit stra bo duge khong?”

“Emkhong hé n6i emdinh vt sira bo,” t6i duong hoang dap. “Emnoi la ems€ di xem méy con bo. Va théi thi em ¢6 16 khong di tham trang trai nita,
chic em & di xem vai thing canh noi ddy.” T6i voi tay ]ay mdt chdng to roi trén ban trang diém. “Chéng han nhu... trién im may kéo ny. Hay k... tu
vién nir Thanh Winified voi... Bevington Triptych ndi tiéng,”

“MOot tu vién nit,” Luke ngdp nging lip lai toi.
“Plng thé, mdt tu vién nit!” Toi nhin anh him he. “Tai sao em lai khong di thim mot tu vién nit duge chir? Em thuce ra 1a mdt nguoi rat tam linh.”

“Anh chic chin em nguoi nhr vay, em yéu a,” Luke n6i, nhin t6i chAm choc. “Co6 & emmubn mic bd nio dé thay vi cai 4o phdng kia trure khi em
di.”

“N6 1a mot chie vay!” Toi buc tirc ndi, va ke6 chiée o phong trim qua mong. “Du sao thi, tin ngudng ching lién quan gi &n quén 4o c4. 'Anh con nhé
b0 phim Lilies of the Field(1) chir?' “ Toi ném tra mdt cai nhin day ha hé.

“Véy Ia hoa.” Luke cudi ngodc miéng. “Buoc 10i, em di vui vé nhé.” Anh hon t6i. “Becky ndy, anh thire s xin 161 v& tit ca nhitng chuyén ndy. Anh
khong hé mudn ky nghi cubi tuan dAu tién ctia ching minh lai nhur thé.”

(1). Mdt tac pham ciia nha van My William Edmund Barret duoc dyng thanh phim ndm 1963. B6 phim ké vé& mdt cong nhan My da den d6i mit voi mot
nhom tu siPong Plrc von tin rang anh ta duge Chuia giri téi cho ho dé giiip ho xay dung mdt nha tho moi.

“Puoc ma,” t6i n6i, va bau nhe vao ngire anh 4y. “Anh chi can chic mot didu 1 phi vu im 3n bi 4n nay bu dép duoc didu do.”
Toi da mong Luke s& cudi thanh tiéng, hay it nhét ciing phai mim cuoi - nhung anh chi khé git du, cim ca tip én va di vé phia cira.

Toi thue su khong thiy phién néu phai di ca sang nay mot minh vi t6i d4 ludn tham mong duoc nhin ngim bén trong mot tu vién nit. Y t6i 1, ti biét minh
ciing khong c6 ging dén nha tho hang tun nhung trong t6i luén c6 modt thé gidi tm linh. Toi hoan toan hiéu ring c6 mot thé hre hién hitu ngoai kia l6n
manh hon rét nhidu so v6i con ngurdi nhd bé ctia ching ta, d6 1 1y do tai sao t6i thdng xuyén doc tir vi ctia minh trong t& The Daily World. Ngodi ra toi
con yéu thich nhac nha tho thoi trung ¢6 thurdng duge mo trong 10p yoga minh dang theo hoc, tat ca nhimg chiéc nén va mii huong trim déng yéu. Va ca
Audrey Hepburn trong phim The Nun's Story nira.

Thye ra, phéi ndi thit véi cac ban ring, mt phan bén trong con nguoi t6i ludn b 161 cubn boi cude sdng gian di ctia mot nit tu. Khong lo Eing, khong co
nhitng quyéet dinh, khong phai lam viéc. Chi viéc ca hat va di dao quanh quan ca ngay. Y t6i a, nhur theé khdng phai rat tuyét voi sao?

Vi thé k}ntrangdlemxongva xem tivi mit 1at, toldlxuongquay 18 tan - va sau khi hoi thém lan nita vé hanh Iy ctia minh ma khong c6 tin gi moi (thanh
thurc ma noi, toi chudn bi kién ho), t6i goi taxi dén tu vién nit Thinh Winifred. Khi chiéc xe lan banh trén nhiing con duong ndng thon, t6i nhin ngim canh
dep bén ngoai va nhdn thay minh dang ban khoan khong biét phi vu lim an ctia Luke [ vé céi gi. Cai quai gl trén tréi dat nay na 13 “mdt vu anh hing
mong mudn” ddy bi hiém chir? Y 6i 1, t6i timg nghf anh da ¢6 moi thir anh mudn. Anh 13 mdt chuyén vién PR trong finh vire tai chinh thanh cong nhét,
anh ¢6 mot cong ty phét dat, anh am hang ddng giéi throng... Vay thi do cd theé 1 gi chir? Mot khach hing In m6i chéing? Vain phong m6i? Mé rong
congty, co I& the?

T6i nhén nho, ¢b ging nhé xem gin déy t6i ¢6 nghe Ién durge i khong - 10i toi bt ddy, nhd ra da nghe anh Ay néi trén dién thoat vai tuan trude. Anh da
ndi v€ mit cong ty quang cdo va tham chi lic do t6i con ban khoan tai sao lai vay.

Dung viy. Qué 1 ring, gios thi t6i nh6 ra chuyén d6 roi. Anh 4y da ludn thim mong tr thanh gidm dée mot cong ty quang céo. 6 1 toan bo phi vu ndy.
Anh s&€ md rdng tir PR va bat dau lan san sang quang céo.

Va t6i ciiing ¢6 thé tham gia vao miy viée nay! Puoc!

Toi rét hao hing voi y nghil ndy, suyt chit nita d3 nudt ca keo cao su. Toi c6 thé xuét hién trong mdt quang cao! O, viée nay s& tuyét im day. C6 & toi
s& xudt hién trong quang cao ctia hiing Bacardi, trong d6 ngudi ta s& & trén thuyén, cudi ndi treot van va vui vé bén nhau. Y t6i 1, t6i biét thuong phai b
ngudi mau thoi trang nhung 6i d& dang ¢6 thé & chd ndo d6 mnén. Hay t6i c6 thé 1am nguoi i thuyén. Nhu vay chic s& rit hoanh trang, Ching toi s&
bay dén Barbados hay mt noi ndo do, va & d6 & rit nong, diy ndng va dep mé hon, véi hang dong do Bacardi mién phi, va ching toi s& nghi tai nhimg
khéch san rt xin... Toi s& phai mua mdt b bikini moi, chéic chén rdi.. khong thi ¢ & phéi hai b... va mdt vai doi dép xo ngdn moi...



“Tu vién nir Thanh Winifred thua cd,” nguoi i taxi noi - va t6i syc tinh. Toi khong phai dang & Barbados, dung khong nhi? Toi dang ching & mot noi
chét tiét ndo ca, & Somerset.

Ching t6i dimg lai bén ngoai m)t tda nha miu mét ong ¢, va t6i td md nhom qua cira 6. Pay | mot tu vién nir. N khong c6 vé déc bigt dén thé, thire
sur 14 vay - chi giong nhur mot truong hoc, hay chi nhur mot ng6i nha lon ¢ vimg nong thon. Toi dang ban khoan liéu minh ¢6 budn ra khoi taxi khong thi
nhin thdy mdt nit tu. Di ngang qua, trong mdt chiéc 4o choang qﬁu den, khan m‘lrpdéu, va moi thir! Mot nit tu bang xuong bang thit, tai noi ¢ thuc sy
ctia ba. Ba hoan toan ty nhién. Ba thim chi con khdng nhin chiéc taxi. Ctr nhu thé dang di hanh huong vay!

Toi xudng taxi, tré tién cho nguwoi i xe - va khi bude dén cénh cira trude néing né kia, t6i cam thay t md ghé gom. Mot nguoi phu nit I6n tubi cing di
vao mot lic, tréng ba c6 vé biét dudng nén t6i di theo ba doc hanh lang tién vao khu lam Ie. Khi ching t61 bude vao, mit cam gide ky la, linh thiéng va
gan nhur hn hoan lan toa khap nguoi t61. C6 I8 1 mii hwong quyén ril trong khong khi hay tiéng nhac tir chiéc dan organ kia, nhung t6i chéc chin da
camnhan duoc diéu gi d6.

“Cém on Xo,” ngudi phy ni 16n tudi kia ni véi ni tu si RSi ba Ay bt dau bude dén cira khu Bm I - nhung t6i van dimg do, hoi Bing nguoi.

Xo. Oi chao.

Xo Rebecca.

Mot trong nhiing chiéc 40 choang den tha thurdt dang yéu kia, mdt déng vé 1d rang 1 rét 4n tuong ctia mdt i tu & moi thoi diém

Xo Rebecca ctia Toa thanh...

“Con yéu, con c6 vé dang hoi dam chiéu,” mdt nit tu s ding ngay sau lung t6i, va toi nhay lén.
“Con c6 thich thii khi nhin thdy Bevington Triptych khong?”

“0,” 161 dap. “Um... vang, Chic chin 13 vay 4.”

“Trén kia kia,” ni¥ tu sf chi tay, t6i ngp ngimg tién v& phia truréc, noi lam i, hy vong s& biét 1o hon Bevington Triptych i c4i gl Mot birc twong, ¢ I&
1n30? Hay K... mot tm tham théu?

Nhung khi dén ch ngudi phy nir ¢6 tudi ki, t0i hiéu ra rang ba dy dang ngudc Ién nhin cham chii mt bire twong toan cira s0 kim bang kinh mau. Phéi
thira nhén, ching dep mé hon. Y t6i 14, nhin vao céi gi 6 mati xanh da troi to vi dai ¢ khoang gitra kia di. N6 that doc dao!

“Bevington Triptych,” ngudi phu nit Ion tudi kia noi. “N6 thét sw khong c6 gi sanh bang, phai khong nao?”
“Wow,” t6i thit Ién ddy vé ton kinh, dong tinh véi ba dy. “N¢ thit b dep.”

Diing i rét 4n twong. N6 todt Ién diéu d6, khong thé ndo nhim lAn, diing 1 mdt tac phim nghé thuat thir thy, phai khong nao? Mot thién tai thue sw nhur
vira nhap vao ngudi ban. Va t6i thim chi khong phai [a mdt chuyén gia.

“Mau sic tuyét voi,” ti lim bam.
“Chi tiét,” nguoi phu nit néi, vo tay, “that su khong c6 gi sanh ndi.”
“Khong ¢6 gi sanh ndi,” toi nhéc lai.

Khi t6i chuan bi chi vao cAu vong ma theo i 1 rét dep thi chot nhan ra ngudi phu nit I6n tubi kia va t6i dang khong cing nhin vio mdt ci cira sb. Ba dy
dang nhin vao mdt cai nhd hon, ban thiu hon ma t6i tham chi con khong hé nhan ra.

T6i hét murc kin déo chuyén dnh mét nhin dam dam sang phia bén phéi, cam thiy thit vong tran tré, Cai nay 1 Bevington Triptych sao? Nhung nd thim
chi con khong dep ma!

“Nhung tréi lai ci thir rdc rudi tir thoi Victoria nay,” nguoi phu nit kia dot nhién ndi voi giong hung di, “thi ding 1 dang nhyc nha! Cai cau vong kia!
C4i d6 khong lam ¢6 phat dmsao?” Ba ta chi vao c4i cira sd to mau xanh da trdi cia t6i, va t6i hit th that sau.

“Toi biét,” toi n6i. “N6 that ghe tom phai khong bac? Hoan toan... Bac biét ddy, chiu nghi minh s& ra ngoai di dao mot lat...”

To6i voi vang I lai phia sau truée khi ba ta kip noi thém gi nira. Roi rut ré di xubng bén mép hang ghé trong nha tho, ban khoain mo h khong biét lim gi
tiep theo thi d6t nhi€n t61 phat hién ra mdt nha nguyén nho nhd & goc phong,

Phong xung t6i, tim bang bén ngoai d& tén. Mot noi dé ngdi yén ing, cau nguyén, va khiam pha thém vé niém tin vao Thién Chuia.

Toi than trong ngd du vao trong nha nguyén - bén trong modt nit tu si gid, ngdi trén ghé, dang théu. Ba mim cuoi véi toi, va t6i lo King mim cudi lai rdi di
VAo trong,



Toi ngdi xudng mdt chiée ghé gd mau sim, cd ging khong gay ra tiéng cot két no, trong mot lic 1au t6i khong noi duoc dicu gi boi cam gidc ton nghiém.
Diéu nay thit dang kinh ngac. Khong khi huyén bi, tht ca déu yén ling va tinh mich - va t0i cam théy minh tao nhi va sing dao ghe gdm ngay khi bude
vao day. T6i mim curdi mdt 1An nita voi nit tu i, dAy bén Ién va ba dat khung thoi xudng rdi nhin t6i nhur thé dang chés t6i néi didu gi.

“Con thyre sy thich nhing chiéc nén ctia x0,” t6i ndi Ii nhi dy cung kinh. “C6 phéi ching drgc bén & cira hiéu Habitat khong a?”

“Khong phai,” nit tu si dap, thoang ngac nhién. “Ta khong nghi vay.”

“Orathé.”

Toi hoi ngap - boi v?u) con budn ngi vi cai khong khi thon qué nay - va khi ngap, t6i nhan ra mjt mong tay ctia minh bj tréc son. Rit nhe nhang, t6i kéo
khéa tiii xach, Ky chiéc gitia mong tay ra, va bét dau gitia (that nhe nhang, boi t6i khong mu6n pha v& bau khong khi tam linh ny.) Sau khi gitia xong,
canh mdng tay nhin hoi I6m chom vi the t6i lay lp son mong tay bong kho siéu nhanh ctia hing Maybelline ra va nhanh chong t6 qua.

Sudt thoi gian d6, nit tu si doi mét nhin t6i voi vé khé hiéu, va khi t6i gin son xong, ba én tiéng, “Con thin yéu, con c6 theo dao Thién Chiia khong?”
“Khong a, con khong phai nguoi theo dao, thit ra 1a vay,” toi noi.

“C6 diéu gi con mubn ké cho ta khong?”

“Um.. khong hin thura x0.” Toi ngd ngin hrdt tay trén chiéc ghé dang ngdi va mim cudi than thién voi ba. “Nghé that diéu khic ¢ day that dep, phai
khong a? Tat ca d6 dac clia xo ciing dep nhur the nay chir a?”

“Pay 1 nha nguyén,” nit tu si dp va nhin t6i kho hiéu.

“O, con biét! Nhung xo biét ddy, bay gior rét nhidu nguoi ciing ¢6 ghé ciu nguyén trong nha. Con da doc mot bai bao vé viée ndy trong o Harpers...”
“Con clia ta...” Nit tu si gio tay 1én ngiit i toi. “Con ciia ta, day | noi dé xung toi. La noi can giir yén king.”

“Con biét!” t6i n6i ddy ngac nhién. “D6 1 1y do tai sao con dén ddy. Vi sy yén ling”

“Tbt,” nit tu s ndi, rdi ching t6i dot nhién im Bing tr6 lai.

O daing xa, chudng bét dau vang Ién va toi nhan théy nit tu st bt dau lim nhim diéu gi d6 rat khe. Toi tur noi khong biét ni tu sTndi gi? Ba ngoai tdi ciing
tirng ngodi dan len va tu nhAm véi cadc mili dan. C6 I€ nit tu s7 khdng nhd minh théu dén miii ndo.

“Viée théu thil ctia xo ¢6 vé dang rat on,” t6i dong vién. “Xo dinh théu gi a?”” Ba hoi gidt minh rdi dimg tay théu thia.

“Con yéu quy,” ba n6i, giong danh lai. R lai mim cudi voi t6i thit 4m ép. “Con yéu, ching ta ¢ nhitng canh ddng hoa oai hwong kha nbi tiéng. Con c6
muon di xem khong?”’

“Khong a, & day on mi x0.” Toi turoi curdi rang 1&y véi ba. “Con cam thay ngdi & ddy véi xo nhur thé nay I di vui Emrdia.”
Nu cuoi ctia it tu sThoi tit dan. “Thé con hAmmd thi sa0?”” ba néi. “Con ¢6 quan tim dén noi d6 khong?”’
“Khong han thua xo. Nhung thi thre, con khong cam thdy chan! O day that d& chiu. Rat... thanh binh.Cir nhur trong The Sound Of Music vay.”

Ba nhin t6i chédm cham ctr nhur thé t6i vira ndi gi sai ngit phép, va toi chot nhan ra ¢6 I& xo d & trong tu vién qua Jiu nén khong biét. The Sound of
Music 1a gi.

“Timg c6 mdt b phim...” ti bt dAu giai thich. Ri t6i chot hiéu ra, ¢6 18 xo thim chi khong biét phim 12 gi. “N6 giéng nhur nhing birc anh dong,” t6i giai
thich can k&. “Xo xemno trén mdt man anh. Va trong phim ¢ mjt nir tu sitén la Maria...”

“Ching ta c6 mdt cira hang,” it tu T Hp trc ngdt 11 t6i. “MOot cira hang, Cai do thi sao?”

Mot cira hang, Trong gidy lt, t6i cam thAy rat hao hirc, va mudn hoi cira hang d6 ban gi. Nhung t6i nhé ra 1 hira v6i Suze.

“Con khong thé,” t6i n6i ddy tiéc nubi. “Con da n6i véi ban cling nhd v6i con ring con s& khong mua sim gi ngdy hom nay.”

“Ban cting nha?”” nit tu s hoi. “C5 Ay thi ¢6 lién quan gi dén viée nay chir?”

“Co 4y chi thiy rat lo Fing vé viéc con tiéu tién.”

“Ban cting nha véi con diéu khién cudc song ctia con sao?

“0, ching qua I cach day khong lau con da hira nhur vy vi c6 4y mdt cach nghiém tic. Xo biét ddy, hoi gidng mot 1vi thé, con nghi vay...”
1

“Cb 4y s& khong bao gios biét duge!” nir tu si dap. “Khong thé, néu con khong ké véi ¢o y.”



T61 nhin ba dam dam, hoi choang vi ngac nhién.

“Nhung con cam théy rat 101 t& néu nudt 101 hira cta minh! Thoi, néu duge, con s& & day voi xo thém mdt lic nira.” Toi cambue tuong nhd hinh Bic me
Maria IEn, nd thét bat mit. “Tugng nay that dep. Xo mua n6 ¢ dau vay?”

Nit tu s nhin t6i chim chim, mét ba tir tir nhim lai.

“Pung nght den viée d6 nhur viée mua sam,” cudi cling ba ciing én tiéng, “Hay nghi vé 6 nhur viéc quyén gop.” Ba hoi nga ngudi vé phia trude. “Con
quyén gop tién - va doi lai ching ta dira cho con mot thir gi d6. Con khéng nhét thiét phai coi d6 1 viée mua sdm. Gibng... mdt nghia ctr hon.”

Toi im king mot hoi dé suy nghi nay thim nhuin vao trong. Sw that i t6i van luén mubn Bm tir thién nhiéu hon nita, va ¢6 & day 1 co hoi cta toi.
“Vay viéc ndy giong nhur im mot viéc t6t dung khong a?” t6i hoi lai cho chéc chin.

“Gidng hét nhur vay. Chiia Jesus va cac thién thin ctia Nguoi s& phit hd cho con vi diéu d6.” Ba ndm iy khuyu tay t6i. “Nao, con hdy di theo ra ma
ngam nhin xem. Di ndo, ta s& chi duong cho con...”

Khi ching t6i roi nha nguyén, nit tu st dong cira va iy tim bang Phong Xung Toi xudng,
“Xo khong quay lai nita sao?” t6i ngac nhién hoi
“Khong phai hdm nay, khong,” ba ndi, va nhin t6i la king, “Ta nghi hom nay ta dirng lai & day.”

Ban biét khong, giong nhur nguoi ta van n6i - dirc hanh tur né da 1 mot phan thuong. Khi tro lai khdch san vao cudi budi chiéu hom 6, t6i da rét vui
suéng voi tat ca nhimg viée tot minh da Bm. Toi chéc phai quyén gop dén nim miroi bang & cira hang d6, néu khong néi 1 nhiéu hon vay! Thire ra,
khong phai khoe khoang gi nhung t6i hién nhién 13 ngudi sinh ra da c6 long vi tha vo bo. Bai vi mot khi da quyén gop thi t6i khong thé dung lail Mbi ]an
t6i cho di mit it tlen, 61 lai cam thiy vui thém mot chit. Va mic dit d6 B diéu hoan toan ngau nhién nhung t6i thudng duge den dap bang thir g d6 rat
tdt dep. Rét nhiéu méat ong mii 0ai hurong, tinh du oai hirong, mdt it ché odi hong ma chiic chiéin s& rat ngon, va mot chiéc gbi mii oai hrong givp i d&

ngu.

Diéu ngac nhién 1 trude day 61 chra bao gio nght nhidu vé cay oéi huong dén véy. Toi chi don thuin nghi n6 la mot loai cay nguoi ta trong trong viron.
Nhung chinh it tu s tré ngdi & ban da noi rit ding - n6 chira nhidu chat quan trong tang cudng sinh Iy dén mirc né nén 1 mot phan cude song cua moi
nguoi. Ngoai ra, ciy odi hirong ciia tu vién Nit Thanh Winifred duoc trong hoan toan sach, nir tu kia giai thich, vi thé n6 wu viét hon rat nhidu lan so véi
nhirng loai khéc, nhung gié ctia n6 lai thdp hon rat nhiéu in so vai cac loai khéc trong catald dugc dat va giri bang duong buu dién. N tu do thyuc ra
chinh 13 nguoi da thuyét phuc t6i mua chiée gdi mii oai huong, dé tén toi vao phan danh sach khach hang nhan hang bang dudng buu dién. Ba iy qua
thure rit bén bi, so i vi tr ctia mdt nit tu.

Khi t0i quay lai Blakeley Hall, ngudi i xe da dé nghi durge gitp 0 kéo d6 vao vi thing dyng mét ong 0i huong khé niing. Lic toi dang dimg ¢ quiy 1&
tan, boa cho anh ta kha hau hinh va nghi minh nén di t?lmvé’i lo tinh dau odi huong mdi... thi canh ctra truede dan vao ban I€ tin md ra. Bude vao khach
san [a mdt c6 nang toc vang hoe dang sai budc, tay cam tii sach Louis Vuitton, va cap chan dai rim nang,

Toi nhin ¢ ta day hoai nghi. D6 1 Alicia Billington. Hay t6i van goi 1 Alicia Quy c4i Chan dai. C6 ta lam cai gi & ddy chir?

Alicia I mdt trong nhing ké toan trudng ctia Hang truyén théng Brandon - chinh i ¢6ng ty PR ctia Luke - va chinh x4c 1 ching toi chura bao gior c6 thé
hoa thuan. Thure ra, chi toi va ban biét thdi nhé, ¢6 ta 1 mdt con muy king lo, va bi mat thoi nhé, t6i wde gl Luke s& sa thai co ta. Thue ra thi vai thing
trurde ¢ ta ciing suyt bi sa thi - viée ndy qué thure c6 dinh dang dén t6i. (Liic d6 t6i con la phong vién bao trong finh virc tai chinh, t6i da biét mot bai...
b, d6 1 mdt cau chuyén kha dai.) Nhung cudi cling ¢6 ta nhan duge mdt 1oi nhic nhd nghiém tiic, va ké tir do, ¢ ta da rét ¢b ging hoan thién minh.

Toi blet tht ca nhimg chuyén ndy ciing nho viée budn dua 1€ ngay ny qua ngay khac voi trg Iy cia Luke, Mel, co dy rat dang yéu va ludn cap nhat cho
6i tit ca nhimg chuyén tim phai. Mot ngly no, ¢d ay ké voi toi rang c6 4y nghi Alicia thie sy thay d6i. C6 ta khong t6t hon chit ndo nhung chéc chén
¢d ta lam viéc chém chi hon. C6 ta bam ly canh nha béo cho den khi ho chiu dwa nhiing khach hang ctia ¢6 ta vao cau chuyén cta ho, va thuong xuyén
& lai van phong rit mudn gb méy tinh. Mot ngay kia, ¢6 ta yéu ciu Mel giri mbt ban danh sach dAy du cta céc khach hang cta cong ty, va t€n ngudi lién
lac dé o ta co thé t minh lim quen v6i ho. Ngoai ra, ¢0 ta con viét mot ban bao cao chién hrgc ndo do ciia cong ty khién Luke rat an tuong. Mel con
rau i n6i thém ring ¢6 Ay e Alicia mubn dugc thing chire - va toi nghi i ¢6 4y ding

Vén dé ciia Luke 3 anh Ay chi nhin xem nguoi ta Bim viée chim chi dén d6 ndo va két qua dat duoc 1 gi ma khong nhin xem ¢6 ta | mot con dan ba
ling lo vo d6 ra sao. Thyec ra, da c6 1in t6i nghe anh ndi véi ai d6 Alicia i mdt ngudi déng tin cay nhur thé ndo trong hoan canh cam go va anh bt dau
phu thudc vao ¢6 ta ra sao. Vath i ¢6 ta ciing ¢6 co may duge thing chuc - va s& con trd nén khong chiu ndi hon nita.

Khi thy ¢6 ta budc vao, t6i gan nhur chét ling, Mot nira con nguoi t6i mudn chay di dau do con mot nira lai mubn biét ¢6 ta lam gi & ddy. Nhung trudc
khi ti c6 thé quyét dinh, c6 ta d phat hién ra t6i va hoi nhudn may lén. Va Chia oi, dot nhién toi nhén ra bd dang t6i thé ndo - mot chiéc o phong cit
k§ mau xam trong ch%mg giéng ai, thanh thye ma noi, trong chéng giéng mdt chiée vay chit nao, va mai toc cua toi nhur mot déng 16n xOn, con khu6n nit
thi do bung ca én vi vira kéo 1 miy céi tii xach d6 day mit ong oai hurong, Con cd ta thi mic mdt bd vest tring mudt.

“Rebeccal” ¢b ta goi, iy tay che miéng diy vé ngac nhién. “L& ra c6 khong nén biét t6i & day! Cir amnhur c6 da khong gip i nhé!”

“CH... ¢ mudn ndi gi?” t6i hoi, cb khong dé giong minh luéng cudng nhur cam gide bén trong,



“Co lmgi & day vay?”

“Toi chi vira moi chay voi dén ddy du bubi ra mét cac ddi tae méi,” Alicia n6i. “Chi biét ddy, bd me i chi song céch ddy nim dam Diéu niy ciing dé
hiéu thoi.”

” 161 ni. “Khong, 16i khong biét bd me chi & gin day.”

“Nhung Luke da dua ra nhitng quy dinh nghiém khéc d6i véi ching t6i, Alicia n6i, “ching t6i khong duoc phép am phién chi. Du sao ddy ciing 1 ky
nghi ctia chi ma!”

C6 gi do trong cai cach ¢d ta ni Am t6i cam thiy minh nhu mot dira tré.

“0, 61 khong thiy phién gi ca,” toi ctng coi dap. “Khi mdt viéc quan trong... nhur thé ndy dién ra. Thuc ra, Luke va t6i da n6i chuyén ndy sang sém hom
nay. Trong khi an sang,”

“That thé a2 Alicia néi. “Thét dang yéu.” Mt c6 ta hoi nhéim lai. “Vay - chi nghi gi vé vu m n ndy? Chéc hén chi phai ¢6 y kién nao d6.”

“T6i nghi n6 rt tuyt,” toi néi sau mot chit ngép nglmg, “Thure sy rt tuyét.”

“Chi khong cam thiy phién chir?” Doi it c6 ta dang thim do nét mt toi.

“O... khong hé.” t6i nhin vai. “Y t6i i 18 ra ddy 1a mt ky nghi nhung néu viée d6 quan trong nhur vay...”

“T6i khong 6 ¥ ndi miy cude hop do!” Alicia n6i, va khe cudi. “Y i 14 ca phi vu lim n ny. Ca phi vu New York nay.”
T6i dinh m& mdm ra di dép - nhung rdi lai yéu 6t ngam lai. Céi phi vu New York nao chir?

Rét gibng nhur con chim 6 dénh hoi thiy diém yéu ctia 161, ¢6 ta tién v& phia trude véi nu cudi hiém 4c trén moi. “Rebecca ndy, chéc chi ciing biét Luke
sap chuyén dén New York ding khong?”

Toi khong thé cir dong duroc vi qué sde. Do 1 viée anh rét hao himg sao? Luke sép chuyén t6i New York. Nhung... tai sao anh lai chua n6i vi toi?
MEit t6i nong dan 1én va t6i cam thy tirc ngue kinh khing. Anh s& chuyén dén New York ma tham chi khong ké cho toi.
“Rebecca?”

Toi ngang déu lén, voi néin ra mdt ny curdi trén khudn . Toi khong thé dé Alicia nhan ra tit ca nhirng chuyén nay 1 thong tin moi doi voi toi. Toi chi
khong thé lam vay.

“Tét nhién t6i biét,” t6i ndi lac giong, va ¢ 1am giong trong tré lai. “Toi biét tat ca nhitng chuyén ndy. Nhung t6i... toi chura bao gidr ban chuyén cong viée
0 cho cong cong. Tot hon hét 1 nén than trong, ¢d khdng nghii vay sao?”

“0, ding vay ddy,” cd ta dap - va céi cach co ta nhin t6i im toi nghi ¢6 ta chura hoan toan bi thuyét phuc trong phut chdc. “Vay... chi ciing s& chuyén
déndé cha?”

T6i stng s6t nhin lai, mdi toi run 1én, khong thé nio nghii ra cau tra 11, mit t6i mdi lic mdt do hon - va dot nhién, on Chiia, mdt giong ndi phia sau lung
101, “Co Rebecca Bloonwood. C6 buu kién giri cho quy co Rebecca Bloomwood.”

Toi ngéng dAu lén day ngac nhién, va khong thé ndo tin duowcj. Mot ngudi dan ong mic dong phuc dang tlen lai gin chiéc ban, bé mdt buu kién chuyén
phét nhanh to ding, méo mo, cai ma t6i thanh thye dinh tir bo vi nghi da bi thét lac. Tét ca moi thir ciia t6i cudi cling ciing t6i. TAt ca nhimg bo canh
duoc chon hra ki cang cuia ti. Toi c6 thé miic bat cir thir i t6i thich t5i nay!

Nhung khdng biét am sao... t0i thuc su khong quan tdm nita. Toi chi mudn chudn di dau d6, & mdt minh va nghi mdt cht.

“Chinh 14 61, t6i n6i, ¢b ging guong cuoi. “Toi i Rebecea Bloomwood.”

“O vang!” ngudi dan 6ng noi. “Nhur vy con gl thudn tién bang, Néu vay ¢6 chi can ky vao day...”

“Vay t6i ciing khong m phién chi nita!” Alicia nof, nhin buu kién cta t6i day ché giéu. “Tan huong ndt chuyén di ctia chi nhé!”

A 99

“Camon cd,” toi dap. “Chic chin vy rdi.”” Va hoi king ngudi mot chit, t6i budc di, ¢b ghi chit chd quén 4o vao nguoi.

Toi di théng Ién phong, dat bich cai buu kién )guéng girdng, va ngdi xgéng bén canh n6, ¢ ging murong twong ra chuyén ndy. OK, hiy ra qua mot huot
céc chi tiét. Luke dang Ién ké hoach chuyén dén New York. Va anh ay chua néi gi véi toi.

Chua hé. Anh a‘iy van chura noi ful



Khi nghi'k§ vé chuyén ndy, cim gidc chét king kia dan tan bién. Tat nhién. C6 & anh dang dinh ké cho 01 moi thir vao t6i nay. Cho thoi diém thich hop.
Do co I& 12 li do tai sao anh dura t6i dén day trurde tién. Anh khong thé biet rang Alicia s& xia mili vao chuyén ndy, phai vay khong?

Khi cam théyonpi chuyén kha hon, t6i véi mit goi banh quy héo hang, x¢ nd ra, va bit d4u nhai top tép. Giong nhur ngudi ta van n6i, dimg chay trude
khi ban cé thé di. Bung qua cau trude khi ban dén. Bung lam... viéc  ra ban khong nén lam

To6i vira dn xong mau banh thir ba va bét tivi xem churong trinh day ndu an Ready Steady Cook thi canh ctra mo ra va Luke budc vao. Mt anh séng
bung Ién, anh nhu tran day nguon sinh lyc bén trong, To1 nhin anh d@m dam. cam thay hoi la.

Toi chic chén anh Ay sap ké cho t6i. Anh s& khong chuyén dén My ma khong nbi gi vi toi.
“Céc cude hop ciia anh déu tot dep ca chi?” t6i hoi, giong hoi lac di.

“Rét tdt, cam on em,” Luke néi, thio ca vat va ném Ién girong, “Nhung ching ta hily dimg ndi vé viée d6.” Anh mim cuoi véi to1.” Hom nay em vui
cha?”

“Vui, cam on

“Emmudn di dao khong? Théi nao. Ca ngay homnay anh khong duoc gip em 10" Anh viron tay ndm iy ban tay t6i, kéo toi dimg 1én khoi giudng, va
vong tay om eo toi. “Anh rat nhé em,” anh ghi sat vao toc toi va vong tay siét chit Iy nguoi toi.

“That khong?” t6i kh& cuoi. “Vang, anh biét khong... ¢6 & em nén dén nhig budi hop ctia anh va nghe xem chiing ban vé vin dé gi.”
“Em s& khong thich chiing dav,” Luke ndi va curdi lai voi toi. “Théi ndo, di choi di”

Ching t6i cing xubng ciu thang, budc ra ngoai canh cira trude ndng né va bit dau di 1én bai co vé nghiia nhitng hang cdy. Mat troi vin con Am 4p, vai
ngudi dang choi crické va ubng rurou Pimims. Mot lic sau t6i c6i xing dan va di chan trn, cam thiy thur gian.

“Em d6i khong?”” Luke nhe nhang hoi khi ching t6i dén gan mot cdy soi to. Toi dinh tra 1, “Khong, em vira an ba céi banh bich quy,” thi trong thiy nd,
cho doi ching t6i trén bai co dai.

Mot c4i bat du lich miu tréing va d6 durge chudn b sin. Mot chiéc gio dung thitc &n xinh xéin bang liéu gai. V... ¢6 phai d6 B mot chai sam panh khong
nhi? T6i quay ra nhin Luke day hoai nghi.

“Day B... co phaianh da...”
“Pay,” Luke ndi va vubt ma t6i, “l mdt cach ndo do dé dén bu lai. Emda rit thong cam cho anh, Becky a.”

“Khong sao ma anh,” t6i ling ting, “Néu d6 13 vi mdt viéc quan trong nhur B...” t6i udng Iy, “Nhur 1.... thoi, bat ké 1a gi thi day | mot co hoi tuyét voi...”
To6i nhin Luke day mong doi. Pay 14 thoi diém hoan hao dé anh ké cho toi.

“Tham chi con hon thé,” Luke n6i. Anh budc di ly sim panh, con t6i ngdi xudng,cd khong dé 1o vé thét vong,

To6i khong dinh hoi anh. Néu mudn ké cho t0i, anh s& lam vay. Néu khong nmudn... thi chdc hén anh ¢6 1 do ctia minh

Nhung ciing khong hai gi néu goi y cho anh mbt chit, dung khong nhi?

“Emrat thich ving ndng thon nay!” Toi néi khi Luke dura cho t0i chai sdm panh. “Va em ciing rét thich cac thanh phd 1on.” T6i mo hd khoa tay mia
chan. “London ndy... Paris nay...”

“Can ly,” Luke 1n6i, va gio cao chiéc ly lén.

“Can ly.” T6i ubng mdt ngum sam panh va nghi rit nhanh. “VAy... trm... anh chua bao gios thure su ké cho emnghe vé gia dinh anh.”
Luke nhin 1én, hoi ngac nhién.

“Anh chura timg sao? U, gia dinh anh ¢6 anh, chi gdi anh... va b me.”

“Vame dé ctia anh, tat nhién roi.” Binh tinh, Becky. Binh finh. “Em van thudng nghi ba chéic han rt thi vi.” “Ba thue sy |a mdt nguoi truyén nhiéu cam
hirng cho ngudi khac,” Luke ndi, khudn mét anh sang lén. “Rat thanh lich... em da xem burc anh nao cua ba chua nhi?”

“Ba rat dep,” t6i git dau day hao himg, “Ba sdng ¢ d4u anh nhi?” T6i nhiu may ctr nhur thé t6i khong nhé Bm
“New York,” Luke n6i, va uéng mdt ngum sim panh.

Mot quang im ling ngt ngat. Luke nhin lén phia truée, hoi nhiu miy, con tdi nhin anh, tim dép manh. Réi anh quay ra nhin t6i va t6i cam thiy hoi so. Anh
chuan bi n6i dicu gi day? Anh dinh n6i voi toi rang minh sap chuyén téi noi cach day hang nghin dam sao?



“Becky ndy.”
“Gi a?” t6i ni, giong hoi lo Eing

“Anh thre sy nghi em va me anh s& yéu quy nhau. Lan sau khi ba t¢i London, chéic chéin anh s& gi6i thiu em voi ba.”
“0... vang,” t6i noi. “Nhur vay s& rét tuyét.” Rdi rau ri udng can ly sam panh.
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Chwong 5

CHUNG TOI TRO LAI London ngay hom sau - va Luke khong hé dé cap dén thuong vu lim an ciia anh éyyh.ay New York hay bt cir thir gi. Toi biét
minh nén chi viéc hoi thiang anh ay. T6i nén hdi mdt cach tur nhién, “Vay em nghe n6i c6 chuyén gi lién quan dén New York vay, Luke?” va chd xem anh
ay ndi gl. Nhung khong hiéu sao t6i lai khong cho phép minh lam the.

Y 6i 13, ngay tir dau, anh da néi kha 16 rang ring anh khong mudn dé cap toi chuyén d6. Néu toi ddi chat voi anh, ¢6 thé anh s& nghi toi dang ¢b ging
tim hiéu moi thir sau krng anh. Va thém nita, Alicia ¢6 thé da hiu sai - hay tham chi con bia ra chuyén d6. (Tin t6i di, ¢6 ta hoan toan ¢ thé lam viée do.
Hbi t6i con 1 phong vién chuyén viét vé finh vire tai chinh, c6 ta da timg chi t6i dén mdt phong hop bao sai - va tdi tin chic ¢6 ta ¢b y lam vay.) Vi thé
cho dén khi t6i hoan toan chéc chn vé nhitng Ip luAn ctia minh thi ndi diéu gi ciing chang can thiét.

ft ra, ddy cing I nhing diéu t0i tur nhi v6i ban than minh. Nhung t0i nghif néu minh thanh thye, 1§ do B t6i khong thé chiu duoc y nghi Luke i trd mt
v6i minh va nhin minh day thanh y roi ndi rang, “Rebecca, chiing ta da rat vui vé bén nhau nhung...”

Vivay, cubi | cung t61 khong noi gl ca ma cudi rét nhidu - miic di trong long t6i dang thiy cang khd s& hon. Khi ching t6i trd vé dén cin hd cua ti, t6i
mubn n6i thing voi anh Ay va hét thit to, “Anh dinh chuyén dén New York? Png khong?”


http://ebookfull.net

Nhung thay vi d6, t6i hon anh va n6i that nhe nhang, “Thir Bay nay anh s& én cht?”

Hoa ra Luke phai bay dén Zurich vao ngity mai va ¢6 nhicu cudc hop voi cac nha tai chinh. Tat nhién nhirng viée néy rit quan trong, 0i hoan toan 6 theé
hiéu dugce dieu d6. Nhung thir Bay ndy ¢ nha t6i cé ddm cudi ciia Tom va Lucy, va viéc d6 tham chi con quan trong hon. Anh phai cé mét ¢ do.

“Anh s& c6 duge ma,” anh néi. “Anh hira ddy.” Anh siét chat tay t6i, t6i xudng xe rdi anh ni phéi di ngay. Va anh di uon.

Chén nan thét vong, t6i mo ctra can hd, mot luc sau Suze xut hién ngoai ctra phong co éy, kéo 1& dudi dat modt tai déy rac, mau den.

“Chao cau!” ¢d Ay noi. “Cau da vé!”
o

“UT” t6i dép, cb ging noi that vui vé. “Minh da vé!

Suze bién mit khoi canh cira, t6i nghe tiéng c6 Ay kéo 1é cai tii mau den xudng cu thang rdi ra ngoai cira chinh - va tiéng c6 Ay nhay bac thang lén cin
hd ctia ching to1.

'Vay chuyén di thé ndo?”” ¢6 néi hén hén, dong canh cira lai phia sau.

“On c4,” t0i ndi rdi di vao phong ngi. “Chuyén di... t6t dep.”

“T6t dep?” Mit Suze nheo lai, rdi ¢6 4y theo toi vao phong. “Chi tt dep thoi sao?”

“NG... tot ma.”

“Tbt? Bex, ¢6 chuyén g khong 6n a? Cau khong vui dung khong?”

Toi chura dinh ndi gi voi Suze, boi vi n6i cho cing t6i cling chua biét chuyén thé ndo. Hon nita gin day t6i ¢ doc trong mit tap chi ring céc cap doinén
cb ging tur giai quyet c4c vin d& ctia ho ma khong cau vién dén nhimg ngudi khac. Nhung khi tdi nhin khudn n¥it nong hiu va thin thién cta o dy, t0i
khong thé ngiin ndi minh, t6i nghe thiy minh budt miéng, “Luke s& chuyén dén New York.”

“Thét sao?” Suze ndi, nhung lac dé. “Tuyét qua! Chua oi, minh yéu New York. Minh da dén d6 ba ndm trudc, va...”

“Suze, anh 4y s& chuyén dén New York - nhung anh dy chura n6i cho minh.”

“0,” Suze ndi, day vé bbirdi. “O, vay k...”

“Va minh khéng mubn dé cap dén chuyén nay vi 1§ ra minh khong nén biét nhung minh van nghii khong hiéu sao anh Ay lai khong n6i véi minh. Hay anh dy
chi viée dila... di sao?” Giong t6i dau don.

“Hay minh chi viéc nhin mot tim buru thiép chup Toa nha Empire State trong d6 ghi, 'Chao, bay ity anh dang song & New York. Yéu em, Luke'?”
“Khong!” Suze ndi ngay tirc thi. “Di nhién I khong phai thé! Anh 4y s& khong lam vay!”

“Anh dy s& khong Am vay sa0?”’

“Khéong Chéc chén I khong,” C6 khoanh tay trude ngue, nghii ngoi mot lic - rdi nging lén.

“Cau ¢6 hoan toan chic anh 4y chira hé noi gi voi cau khong? C6 thé lic cau ngai ngli hodic ngil mo hay dai loai thé?”

C6 nhin t6i ddy trong doi, t0i ngim nghi mot lic, bin khoéin khong biét c6 ¢6 ding khong. C6 thé anh da n6i véi t0i i & trong 6 t6 m t6i kai khong Fing
nghe. hay dém qua, trong lic t6i dang sam soi ¢d gai deo chice i Lulu Guiness trong quan bar... Nhung toi lic dau.

“Khéng. Chéc chin minh da nhé néu anh 4y nhic dén New York.” Toi ngdi sup xudng giwrdng diy dau khd. “Anh dy khong ndi véi minh vi anh 4y sap
d4 minh.”

“Khong, anh a Ay s& khong lam vay.” Suze van lai. "Thanh thirc ma n6i, Bex 4, dan 6ng khong bao gio d& cap dén viéc nay viée kia. Ho sinh ra da 1 nhur
vay.” Co a ay gat mdt chdng dia CD ra va ngdi khoanh chén trén girong, ngay canh toi. “Anh trai minh khong bao i ndi anh 4y nghién ma tiy. Gia dinh
minh chi biét viéc d6 qua béo chi! Va bd minh da timg mua mdt hon dao ma khong hé ni véi me minh.”

“That sao?”
“Piing vay! Ri 6ng ciing quén bing viée d6 di. Va chi nhd ra khi tinh co nhan dwoc mbt I thu moi ng dén quay tron con lon trong mbt céi thing”
“Lam gi co?”

“0, day Ia mot nghi & c6 xura,” Suze ndi mo hd. “B6 minh phai quay tron con lon du tién vi 6ng 1 chii ctia hon dédo d6.” Mt c6 bong sang Ién. “Thirc
ra, ng luon tim ki€m ngurdi nao d6 lam viée nay thay 6ng. Minh khong nghi cau thich lam viée d6 vao nam nay, ding khong? Cau phai ddi mdt chiec mii



ngd nghinh va hoe mot bai tho bing tiéng Xento, nhung viée nay kha da...”

“C6 I8 khong,” Suze voi va n6i. “Xin b cau.” C6 Ay tura lung vao gbi ctia t6i va wru tur giim mong tay. ROi dot nhién ¢6 4y nhin Ién. “Ché mot pht. Ai
161 v6i cau vé vu New York ndy thé? Néu nguoi d6 khong phéi a Luke?”

“Alicia,” t5i 1 réi n6i. “C ta biét toan bo chuyén nay.”

“Alicia?”’ Suze nhin t6i chim chim “Quy cai chan dai Alicia sao? Oi, on Chtia. C6 ta c6 I8 da dung chuyén cling nén. Bex &, thue sy, minh ngac nhién vi
cau lai di nghe 16i nd!”

Va ¢b Ay n6i chic chin dén mirc t6i cam thiy tim minh nhay Ién vi sung suéng Tét nhién rdi. D6 chic chin i dap an. Ban thin t6i khong nghi ngd
chuyén d6 sao? Toi chua ndi véi ban Alicia 1a nguoi theé nao a?

Duy chi c6 mot diéu - kha vun vit - 13 toi khong chic Suze c6 hoan toan khach quan 100% trong chuyén ndy hay khong. C6 mot chuyén gitta Suze va
Alicia, chuyén xay ra khi ca hai cling bét d4u lim viéc cho Hang truyén thong Brandon cing mot thoi diém - nhung Suze bi sa thai sau ba tuan con Alicia
thi lai tréo 1én duoc mot vi tri kha hau hinh. Khong ké dén viéc Suze con mong muén duge m tong finh vire PR nhur thé nao ma by gio vn chua dugc.
“Minh khéng biét,” t6i n6i day hoai nghi. “Liéu Alicia ¢ thire sw da kim vay khong?”

“Tat nhién 1 ¢6 ta da mnhu vay!” Suze néi. “C6 ta dang cb ging lira cau. Thoi ndo, Bex, cu tin trdng ai hon chit? Alicia hay Luke?”

“Luke,” t6i n6i sau mdt chit ngap ngimg, “Tat nhién 1 Luke.”

“Thé 1 duoc roil”

“Céu n6i ding,” t0i noi, b§ng nhién cam thiy vui hon. “Céu ni ding! Minh nén tin anh 4y, ding khong? Minh khong nén nghe nhitng chuyén ngdi & doi
mach va nhirng 161 don thoi!”

“Chinh x4c. Pay 1 thir ciia cau. Va déy 1 nhimg tin nhdn giri cho cau.”

‘0, camon cgu!” t6i noi, va nhan lay tap thur ma long chot déy Ién cam gidc 4u lo xen lAn hy vong, Boi vi ban s& khong bao gio biét duoc, ding khong
nhi, ring viéc gi c6 thé xay ra khi ban di ving, C6 & trong dong phong bi nay c6 thur ctia mit ngiroi ban mit lién lac da au hay mot 1oi moi cong viée thi
vi hoiic ciing ¢6 thé I thong bao toi da tring thurdng mot ky nghi?

Nhung di nhién 2 khong phéi viy. Chi 12 hét hoa don cii chén ngiit néy dén hod don cii chén ngit khéc, t6i nhin huét qua ching khong chit ban tim roi
tha ching roi xuong san nha ma chang budén mo ra doc.

Ban biét déy, diéu nay luén xay ra. Bit ky khi ndo di xa, toi thuong nghi khi quay V& i s& c6 mot nui thur hép dAn voi nhitng buu kién va dién bao va
thur tir tran ngdp nhitng thong tin t6t dep - va t6i lubn ludn tht vong, Thuc sy, t6i thiét nghi ai d6 nén thanh lap mdt cong ty goi Ia holidaypost.com ma
ban tra tién dé ho viét cho minh hang t nhirg bire thur thi vi, chi dé ban ¢6 cai gi d6 dé trong doi khi tro vé.

Toi doc cac tin nhén trén dién thoai m Suze da chu ddo viét lai:

Meg céu - con s€ mic gi dén dam cudi ctia Tomva Lucy?

Meg céu - dirng mic mau tim vi nd s€ choi lai mau il cta ba.

Me céu - Luke chic hin phai biét can mic I8 phuc cha?

Me céu - Luke chic chin s& dén cht, phai khong con?

David Barrow - xin hily goi cho anh ta.

Mg cau—

Khoan da. David Barrow. Ai vay nhi?

“Nay, Suze!” t6i hét Ién. “David Barrow c6 ndi anh ta 13 ai khong?”’

“Khong,” ¢b 4y tra 161, dén bén hanh lang, “Anh ta chi bao cau goi lai cho anh ta.”

“Puoc roi.” Toi nhin lai tin nhin, cam thiy hoi to md. “Nghe giong anh ta thé n30?”” Suze chun mii lai.

“U, cau biét khong, Kha lich thiép. Kha... éma.”

Téi quay s6 dién thoai d6 md long thoang chdn rdn hdo hirc. David Barrow. Nghe ¢ vé quen quen. Co € anh ta 14 nha san xut phim hay dai loai vay!



'David Barrow,” giong anh ta cit Ién - Suze ndi ding, anh ta kha lich thiép.

“Xin chao!” t6i n6i. “Toi a Rebecca Bloomwood. Téi nhan duge tin nhin goi lai cho anh.”
“A, ¢b Bloomwood! Toi I ngudi phu trach khach hang diic biét cia hiing La Rosa.”

“0.” T6i nhin mit bdi rdi. La Rosa? Céi quéi gi...

A phéi rdi. Mot ctra hiéu quén 4o thoi thuong trén phd Hamptead. Nhung t6i chi moi dén d6 mot n, va ciing da lau im rdi. VAy anh ta goi cho t6i im
gi nhi?

“Trude hét cho phép 6i bay to niém hén hanh khi dwoc phuc vu mdt nhan vat tm ¢ trén truyén hinh nhu ¢6.”

“Oi. Vang - cam on anh.” t5i n6i hd héi trén dién thoai. “Thanh thue, rat vinh ha

Viée ndy that tuyét. Toi biét chinh xéc tai sao anh ta lai goi dién. Ho sdp ting t0i vai b quan do mién phi, phai khong nhi? Hay c6 ... ding thé! Ho
muon i thiet ké mbt dong san pham moi cho ho! Chiia oi, ding roi. Toi s€ tr6s thanh nha thiét ke. Ho s& goind 1a b suu tap Becky Bloomwood. Bon
gian, sanh diu, chat liéu dep, voi mdt hai cai dam da tiéc nao do...

“Péy chi la mdt cue n6i chuyén xa giao,” David Barrow cét ngang dong suy nghi cuia t6i. “Toi chi mubn biét chiic ¢6 hoan toan hai dng véi dich vu clia
ching t6i va mudn hoi xem ¢ con yéu ciu nao ma ching t6i c6 thé dap tmg duoc khong.”

“Vang, cam on anh!” ti n6i. “Toi rat hii ong, cam on anh! Y t6i 4, t6i ciing khong hién I khach hing thuong xuyén nhung...”

“Toi ciing mudn d& cp t6i mot van dé nho vé tai khodn no dong ctia ¢6 & hing La Rosa,” David Barrow ni thém ctr nhur thé 61 chura ndi gi vay. “Va
01 muon thong bao voi ¢d rang néu ¢6 khong thanh toan trong vong bay ngay t6i thi s&€ c¢d bién phap giai quyét khac.”

Toi nhin trimg trimg vio c4i dién thoai, cam thy nu cudi nhat dan. Pay khong phéi cudc goi xa giao, ding khong nhi? Anh ta khong mudn minh thit ké
mot bd suu tdp quan 0. Anh ta goi dién chi vi chuyén tién nong!

T6i cam thiy hoi bi xtic pham Chéc chin ngudi ta khong duroc phép goi dién cho ban khi ban & nha dé doi ban tién ma khong hé bao triroc? Y 61 1 13
rang t6i s& tra tién cho ho. Chi vi t6i khong giri séc thanh toan dung thoi diém hoa don duoc giri dén hom thr...

“Da ba thang ké tir hod don déu tién ctia ¢6,” David Barrow dang noi. “Va i phai thong bao cho ¢6 ring chinh sach sau ba thang ciia ching toi s&
chuyén trach nhiém xtr ly toan bg nhiing tai khoan ng dong nay cho...”

“Vang, duoc 1oi,” ti cit ngang lanh Ring, “Céc... ké toan cta t6i ngay lic ndy dang xir Iy cac hoa don cia toi. Toi s& ndi chuyén voi ho.”
“Toi rat vui mimg khi nghe c6 n6i viy. Va tat nhién, t6i mong som duoc gip lai co & La Rosa!”

“Um, vang,” t6i gt gong, “C6 thé.”

Toi dat dién thoai xuéng khi Suze lai di ngang qua ctra kéo Ié mot cai thi rac mau den khac.

“Suze oi, cau dang lam gi vay?” T6i hoi, nhin ¢ Ay chim cham

“Minh dang don dep!” c6 éy noL “That tuyét! Rét sach s&! C4u nén thir di. Vay - David Barrow 1a ai?”

“Chi 14 vai c4i hoa don d& hoi ma minh chura thanh toan,” t6i n6i. “Troi! Goi dién dén nha riéng co day!”

“O, cai 6 nhéic minh m6i nhé t6i chuyén... Khoan da...”

C6 4y lai bién mit mot ltic, rdi quay tré lai, cAm theo mot ddng phong bi.

“Minh tim thAy c4i ndy dudi gim giuong khi dang don dep, va céi ndy trén ban phén... Minh nghi chéc cau dé quén & phong minh.” Mit ¢6 4y ning ra.
“Minh nghi ching cling 14 hod don ca th6i.”

“Oi, cam on cau,” t6i ndi, va ném ching Ién girong,

“C6 18...” Suze udng by, “c6 & cau nén thanh todn mot vai cai di. Cau biét ddy. Chi mdt hoac hai cai”

“Nhung minh d4 thanh todn ca roi ma!” t6i ngac nhién néi. “Minh d tra hét tir thang Sau rdi. Cau khong nhé 4?7
“U, ding viy!” Suze noi. “Duing, tat nhién B minh nhé chir.” C6 4y can moi. “Nhung van dé 1, Bex a...”

“Gico?”



“Um.. ciing Ju rdi con gi, phai khong? C6 thé cau ciing mic thém méy khoan no tir hoi d6 dén gio rdi.”

“Tir thng Séu dén gitr sa0?” Toi khe cuoi. “Nhung mdi chi nhur niim phit true thoi ma! Suze ndy, thye sw ciu khong can lo dau. Y minh ... ching
han nhu céi nay.” Toi cam dai mt phong bi Ién.

“Y minh 4, gan dy minh mua c4i gi & cira hing M&S chir? Khong gi ca!”

“Puoc 1di,” Suze noi, tréng bot cang thiang hon. “Vay cai hoa don nay chic k... zero ding khong?”’

“Chéc chin,” t6i n6i trong khi mé tung n6 ra. “Zero! Hoic 14, cdu biét ddy, chi murdi bang. Cu biét ddy, mot cai quin chén gdi la la nao d6.”
T6i mo phan ghi tai khoan ra va nhin. T6i khong thé néi gi trong mot lic.

“Bao nhiéu viy?” Suze hoi khan cip.

“Céi ndy... cai nay sai,” toi n6i, cb ging nhét cai d6 tro lai phong bi. “N6 chéc chén 1 sai. Minh s& viét thur cho ho...”

“Dé minh xem ndo.” Suze gidt iy to hoa don, rdi mét ¢6 Ay mo to. “Ba trim sau muroi im bang sao? Bex...”

“Chéc chan la nham,” t6i ndi - nhung giong t6i bot chéic chén di. Toi dot nhién nhé ra cai quan da t6i mua trong dot giam gia ctia Marble Arch. Ca céi
vay da hinira. Va cai dao ngay nao t6i cling an sushi @ M&S.

Suze nhin t6i chdm cham trong vai pht, rdi nhén it lo ing,
“Bex, cAu co nghi tat ca nhitmg hoa don kia ciing nhiéu tién nhur vay khong?””

T6i lang I& cAm phong bi giri Selfiidges, va x¢é ra. Ngay khi lamnhur vy, t0i nh6 ra cai méy ¢p hoa qua miu vang mi t0i timg nhin théy va phai c6 mit
cai... Toi thim chi con chura bao gio ding dén nd. Va cai 4o dam 1ong thil. N6 & chd nao nhi?

“Bao nhiéu?”’

“NO... n6 vira phai,” ti dap, ngay lap tirc nhét hoa don lai phong bi trude khi ¢6 Ay 6 thé nhin thiy né hon bén trim bang,

Toi ngonh it di, c6 ging gitr binh inh. Nhung ti cam thiy lo s va hoi tirc gian. Vige nity hoan toan nham . Van dé Ia t6i da thanh toan hét nhitng
hoa don nay. Toi da trd hét roi. Y t6i I3, vay thanh toan tat ca bang thé tin dung lam gi néu ching cr bién di r6i dé ra nhiing mon no khong 16 méi? Viéc
nay c6 ich gi chir?

“Nghe nay Bex, dimg lo Fing,” Suze n6i. “Cau s& 6n ca thoi! Minh s& khong Ry tién thué nha ciia ciu thang nay nira.”

“Khong!” t61 hét én. “dl‘mg ngéc nhu vy chu Cau tdt v6i minh thé 13 da rdi. Minh khong mlén no cau bét clr cai ginita. Minh tha ng' bon M&S con
hon.” Toi nhin quanh va thay khuon mit lo ling ctia c6 dy. “Suze nay, ding lo! Minh c6 thé d¢ dang tri hoan viée nay thém chit nira ma.” Toi bing vao
14 thu. “Va chi it lau nita, minh s€ lai bi chi trdi hay dai loai the. Thue sy, minh da xin ngan hang nAng thém han mirc - vi vy minh s€ dé dang xin ning
han mirc 1én mdt chut nita. Tém lai, minh di goi ngay cho ho day!”

“Cai gi? Ngay bay gio?”

“Tai sao khong?”

T6i lai cAm dién thoai Ién, ¢b v6i iy mdt ban sao ké cil clia ngin hing va bam may goi Ngan hang Endwich.

“Cau thiy ddy, khong c6 van dé gi to tat ca,” toi trdn an ¢6 Ay. “MOot cude goi con con ki giai quyét xong moi viée.”

“Cudc goi cua quy vi dang duoc chuyén dén tong dai cia Nggan hang Endwich,” mdt giong n6i nhd nhe vang Ién & dau day bén kia. “Xin ghi nhd sb dién
thoai sau day cho cudc goi tiép theo: 0800...”

“Sao roi?” Suze hoi.

“Minh dang diroc chuyén méy dén tong dai gi d6,” t6i n6i trong khi ban giao huréng Bon mia ctia Vivaldi bit du vang Ién. «C6 18 ho s& lim nhanh thoi
va hiéu qua nita. Céi ndy that tuy¢t, phai khong? Lam moi vi€c qua dién thoai.”

“Chao mimg quy khach dén v6i Ngan hang Endwich!” mot giong phu nit khac vang Ién bén tai toi. “Hay nhén s6 tai khoan ctia quy khach.”
S6 tai khoan cua toi 1 gi? Chét tiét! Toi khong ¢ khai niém gi...
A day. Trén ban sao ké.

“Cam on quy khach!” giong n6i kia lai vang én sau khi t6i 4n xong cac con sb. “Va bay gio hily nhdn mé s6 ca nhan (sb PIN) ciia quy khach.”



Caig?

Ma s6 ca nhan? Toi khong biét minh lai ¢6 mé s6 ¢4 nhan. That diy! Ho chua bao gio n6i cho toi..

Thire sur... ¢6 18 t6i ching may may c6 khai niém gi.

Oi Chiia 0i. N6 1a gi nhi? 73? hay 37 gi 46?

“Xin hdly nhan mé s ¢4 nhén ctia quy khach,” giong néi nhe nhang lai vang lén.

“Nhung t6i khong biét cai mé sb ca nhan quai quy do!” t6i néi. “Nhanh Ién, Suze, néu cau i minh, ciu s& chon i sb ¢4 nhan  gi?”
“Oil” Suze d4p. “Um.. minh chon... trm... 1234?”

“Xin hdly nhén mé s c4 nhén ctia quy khach,” giong néi lai vang 1én, lin ndy giuc gid hon.

Chuia oi, viéc nay that cing thing,

“Thir i s6 minh ding cho khoé xe dap di,” Suze goi y. “435.”

“Suze nay, minh can i s6 ctia minh. Chir khong phai clia cau.”

“C6 thé cu lai chon cling mot s6! Cau imsao biét duge!”
“Xin hdy nhan..”

“Duge rdil” Toi hét Ién va bam manh 435.

“Rét tiéc,” giong n6i ct lén. “mé s6 nay khong ding.”
“Minh biét s& khong dung ma!”

“Ciing c6 thé da dung im chir.” Suze cai.

“Di thé ndo thi nd cling phéi c6 bon chit 0, 10i noi, sure nh6 ra. “Minh da phai goi dién va déing ky s0 ndy... lic d6 minh dang ¢ trong bép... va... dling
101! Ping r6i! Minh méi mua doi gidy Karen Millen, minh nhin vao thé gia... va d6 1a con s6 minh da st dung!”

“N6 bao nhiéu tién vay?”’ Suze néi day hao himg,

“N6 ¢6 gid... 120 bang giam xubng con... 84,99 bang!”

“Viy bam di! 8499!”

Héo htrc, t6i nhin s6 8499 - va trude sy hoai nghi clia 161, giong no6i vang Ién, “Camon quy khach! Quy khach da ket ndi duge voi Tap doan Ngian
hang Endwich. Enwich - boi ching toi quan tim. Dé biét thong tin vé cac khoan ng, nhan phim 1. Dé biét thong tin vé thé chép, nhan phim 2. Bé biét
thong tin vé& mirc thiu chi va cac 18 phi ngén hang, nhén phim 3. DE...”

“Puge rdi! Minh da nbi may duroc rdi.” Toi hét én, cam gisc nhur James Bond vira pha dwoc mat mé dé ctru thé gii. “Minh cin nhin vao cac khoan
ng? Hay mirc thau chi va cac I¢ phi ngin hang?”

“Mitc thiu chi va céc 16 phi ngin hang,” Suze t ra hiéu biét.

“OK.” T6i bAm phim 3 va mdt It sau mdt giong n6i vui nhur hat chao dén toi.

“Xin chao! Chao mirng qui vi dénvai Téng dai Endwich. Toi d Dawna, t0i c6 thé giip duoc gi cho co, thua c6 Bloonwood?”

“O, xin chao!” t6i do dur n6i. “C6 c6 phai nguoi thit khong?”

“Vang, diing thé!” Dawna n6i, va cudi. “Toi la ngudi that. Toi co thé gitip gi cho c6?”

“Um.. vang. Toi goi dién boi vi ti cAn ndng thém han mirc thau chi. Vai trim bang néu c6 thé. Hogic nhiéu hon, ¢6 biét diy, néu ¢o co...”
“T6i hiéu,” Dawna nhé nhin dap. “C6 Iy do ndo cu thé khong thira ¢6? Hay chi nhur i nhu cau chung chung?”

Cb Ay n6i that tir t& va than thién, t6i cam thiy minh ¢6 thé tha Iong nguoi.

“Um, van d& 1, gan ddy t6i phai dau tur mot khoan kha kha cho cong viée, rdi mdt vai hoa don duge chuyén dén, dai loai 1... dén duong dot ddi voi
61



“Véng a.” Dawna ndi dy cam thong

“Y 16 I, t6i khong hin dang giP khé khan. Chi tam thoi nhur vay thoi.”

“Chi I tam thoi,” ¢6 Ay nhéc lai 10 161, va t0i nghe tiéng c6 4y danh méy & du day bén kia.

“T6i nghi minh d chi tiéu hoi virgt qua gidi han mot chit. Nhung van dé I t6i da tra hét cac khoan no trude! Toi nghi t6i ¢6 thé thur gian mot chit.”
“Dung vay.”

“Vi vy ¢6 hiéu y t6i ding khong?” Toi cuoi nhe nhom trén an Suze, ¢6 Ay ciing gio'ngon tay céi ra higu OK voi toi. Phi thé chir. Chi mdt cude goi don
gian va nhanh chéng, ctr nhu trong quang cdo. Khong cd nhitng 14 thu phién nhicu, khong cé nhitng cau hoi hoc bua...

“T6i hoan toan c6 thé hiéu duoc,” Dawna ndi. “Viée niy xay ra voi tt ca ching ta, phai khong chi?”
“Vdy - t6i ¢6 thé durgc nang thém han mirc khong?” t6i vui vé noi.

“O, t6i khong d thAm quyén nang thém han mirc cho chi nhiéu hon 50 bang Anh,” Dawna ngac nhién n6i. “Chi s& phai lién lac véi giam ddc phu trach
céc khoan thiu chi chi nhanh ctia chi. Dé t6i xem 1 ai... chi nhanh Fulham .. anh John Gavin.”

Toi nhin chim chiim vao céi dién thoai, mét hét tinh thin.

“Nhung t6i da viét thur cho anh Ay rdil”

“Véng, vay 1 6n rdi, ding khong a? By gidy con viée gi khic t6i ¢6 thé gitp chi duogc a?”
“Khong,” t61 dap. “Khong, t6i khong nghi vdy. Du sao ciing cam on ¢6.”

Toi dit dién thoai xuéng dﬁy chan churong,

“C4i ngAn hang ngu ngdc. Cai tdng dai ngu ngde.”

“Vay ho ¢6 cho cau vay tién nita khong?” Suze hoi.

“Minh khong biét. Tat ca phu thude vao €3 John Gavin.” Toi ngang Ién nhin khuon it day lo ing ctia Suze. “Nhung minh chic chén anh ta s& dong y,”
t61 vOi vang ndi thém “Anh ta vira moi ki€m tra lai ho so ca nhan ctia minh. R6i s€ 6n thoi!”

“Minh nghi néu cdu khong tiéu khodn nao trong mdt khodng thoi gian thi moi chuyén s& lai du vao ddy cé thoi, ding khong?” 6 dy phén khoi noi. Y
minh 1 cdu ki€m dugc bon tién tir cong viéc truyén hinh, dting khong?”

‘U t6i do du, khong muén ké cho ¢6 éy r?mg sau khi trir tién thué nha, tién taxi, an bén ngodi, va cac trang phuc d8 18n hinh, thuc sy tién t6i kiém ciing
khong con dugc bao nhiéu.

“Va con cudn sach cuia cau nira chir...”
“Cubn sach ctia minh?”

T6i ngdy ra nhin c6 4y mot hoi. Ri dot nhién, tim toi ron kén, t6i nhé ra. Tat nhién! Cudn sach huéng dan cua toi! Toi da dinh im viée gi d6 v6i cudn
sach nay.

Um, on Chiia. Dy chinh 1 d4p 4n. Tét ca nhimg viéc toi phai lam 1 viét cudn sach that nhanh rdi nhan mdt to séc hau hinh - t6i s& thanh toan hét hoa
don va moi thir s€ vui vé tr¢ lai. Ha. T61 khong can bat ctr khoan ning han mitc ngd ngan ndo nita. Toi s€ bat tay vao vi¢c ngay day. Toinay!

Sur thét Ia t6i cting hoi hdo hire bit tay vao viét cudn sach. Toi co kha nhiu y twéng quan trong mudn dura vao cudn sach, nhu chuyén gidu nghéo, t6n
g0 so sanh, hay ciling c¢6 the 1a triét hoc lam chir. Y t6i Ia t6i bict cac nha xuat ban chi yéu cau nhitng cuon sach hirdng dan don gian, nhung chang cd ly
do gi t6i lai khong dit ra céc van dé In hon, ding khong?

Thye sy, néu moi viée sudn sé, i c6 thé di dién thuyét. Chiia oi, viée d6 moi tuyét im sao. Toi ¢6 thé trd thanh ngudi dai dién cho mdt 16i séng nao d6
va di vong quanh thé gidi, va moi ngudi s€ nhao t6i chi dé dugce thay t6i, va xin 101 khuyén ctia t6i vé du cac van ge...

“Moi viéc thé ndo r6i?” Suze hoi, xuét hién & cira phong t6i trong mdt chiéc khén tim, va t6i gidt minh day t6i 161, T6i da ngdi trude cai may tinh mot lic
101 nhung thyre sy van chua bét nd n.

“Minh chi dang suy nghi,”” t6i ndi, vdi vang vuron ra dang sau méy tinh bat cong tic lén. “Cau biét ddy, minh dang tap trung suy nghi va... dé cho nhimg
dong sang tac hoa Ian vao nhau thanh mot khoi lién mach.”

“Wow,” Suze ndi, va nhin toi kinh né. “That tuyét. Viéc d6 c6 kho khong?”



“Khong hén,” ti n6i sau mdt hdi suy nghii. “Thure ra n6 kha don gian.”

C4i méy tinh dot nhién bét 1én v6i mdt mé am thanh va mau séc 16n xon, ca hai ching t6i déu nhin n6 chiim chiim nhur b thdi mién.
“Wow!” Suze lai Ién tiéng. “Cau Bmthé 42

"Um.. Ir,” t6i n6i. Ding thé. Y t6i 1A t6i da bét n6 lén.

“Chua oi, cau thét thong minh, Bex a,” Suze reo Ién. “Céu nghi khi nao s& hoan thanh?”’

“0, chic nhanh thdi, minh hy vong thé,” t6i hén hé néi. “Cau biét ddy. Mot khi minh da bat dau.”

‘U, vay thi minh s& d8 caubat tay vao viéc,” Suze noi. “Minh chi mudn muron mdt cai vay cho t6i nay.”

“Pugc ma,” t6i ndi voi vé quan tam. “Cau di dau de“iy?”

“Tiéc clia Venetia,” Suze n6i. “Cau cd mudn di khong? U, di di, di nhé! Ai ciing t6i ma.”

T6i bi cam db trong gidy lat. Toi da gip Venetia vai lan, va toi biét ¢o Ay thudng t6 chirc nhimg bita tiéc thil vi tai nha bd me minh & Kensington.
“Khong dau,” cubi ciing t6i ciing Ién tiéng, “Minh khong nén di. Minh ¢6 viée phai lm.”

“Théi duogce.” Mat Suze xi ra. “Nhung minh murgn mot cai vay duogc chir?”

“Tat nhién ro1!” Toi nhan mét mot lic, nghil ngoi rat lung. “Sao cau khong méc cai vay Tocco moi clia minh véi doi gidy mau do clia cdu va chiee khin
choang hiéu English Eccentrics ctia minh chir?”’

“Tuyét voi!” Suze noi, budc t6i th quan ao cua toi. “Camon Bex. Va... minh ¢6 thé murgn cai quan 16t chén goi dugc khong?”” Suze hon nhién ndi thém,
“Ca quan thun va do trang diémnira?”

Toi xoay ghé nhin c6 4y k§ hon.

“Suze ndy - khi don dep phong cu, cau c6 giit lai thir gi khong day?”

“Tét nhién minh ¢ giit chir!” ¢b Ay ndi, hoi chong ché. “Cau biét ddy. Mot vai thir.” C6 4y bat gap anh mét do xét ctia t6i. “OK, ¢6 18 minh di qua xa.”
“Céu con dé lai d6 16t chu?”

“Um... khong, Nhung cau biét ddy, minh cam thiy rt tuyét, va kha lac quan vé cudc song - khong quan trong ma. D6 I phong thity. Cau nén thir dil”

T6i nhin Suze tim ly cai vy, do 16t va luc loi i do trang diém ctia t6i. ROi ¢6 Ay roi phong, t6i chia tay ra phia trudc, gip gip céc ngdn tay. Pugc roi
Lam viéc thoi

Toi mo mdt file, g6 “Churong Mo, r6i dam didm nhin nd day tur hio. Chwong Mot! Tuyét qua! Bay gior tt ca nhimg viée ti can am 1 tim ra mdt cau
mo dau that dang nhd va an tuong,

T6i ngdi immdt lic, thp trung vao cai man hinh tréng rong trudc nit, rdi gd dut khodt.
Tai chinh la

Toi dung lai, ubng mdt ngum Diet Coke. RS rang 1 viée viét dugc mdt ciu ding ciing can got gitia mdt chut chir. Ban khong thé mong no roi thing
xuong dau minh,

Tai chinh quan trong nhét 1

Chua oi, t6i wéc minh dang viét mdt cudn sach vé quin 4o. Hay db trang diém. Becky Bloonmwood huéng dan ding son mbi.

D sao thi, t6i ciing dang khong lam vay. Vi thé ¢ tap trung di.

Tai chinh | mdt cai gi d6 ns

Ban biét ddy, cai ghé ciia t0i chéing thoai méi chit ndo. Toi chéc no khong tt cho stre khoe néu ngdi hang gios lién trén cai ghé mém nhur thé nay. Toi ¢
the bi dau co thudong xuyén hay cai gi d6 giong nhur vay. Thire sw néu tr6' thanh nha van, t61 nén dau tur mua Ky cai ghe duoc thiet ke dé ngdi lam viée ma
¢ thé xoay tron va ning Ién ha xuong,

Tai chinh thi it



C6 & ho ban nhitng c4i ghé nhu thé trén Internet. C6 1& t0i nén xem qua mdt chiit. Vi may tinh dang bat va con nhiéu thir nita.

Th}_IC su chic chn s& ]a vo trach nhiém néu ti khong lam nhur vay. Y t6i 1 ban phai biét chaim séc cho ban than minh, dung khong nao? Co than phai
biét tu lo, dai loai Ia the.

Toi v6i tay Fy con chudt, nhanh chong nhAp vao biéu twong Internet, va tim kiém “ghé véin phong” - rdi vui vé xem danh mye céc thong tin tim droe. Toi
ghi lai mot vai thir ¢6 ve t6t - bong tinh co t6i vao duroc mot trang web tuyét voi ma trude day chua timg thay bao gio, c6 dy du cac loai thiet bi van

phong. Khong chi c6 nhiing chiéc phong bi tring te ngit ma con nhidu d6 cong nghé cao thure s rat tuyét. Nhur 1 cac khin dung tai liéu thong minh ma
crom, dng dung but rt xinh, va nhitng bang tén rat dep dé treo bén ngoai canh cira phong,

Toi kéo chudt xudng céc birc anh minh hoa, gin nhur bi thoi mién. Y 61 1 t6i biét khong nén tiéu tién vao e nay - nhung cai ndy thi khac. Bay la dau tur
vao sy nghiép. Noi cho cuing - day a van phong cua 61, ding khong nhi? N6 nén dugc trang bi tot. No can phai duogc > trang bi tot. Thye sy i khong
thé tin dugc minh lai thién can dén nhurong 4y trong subt thoi gian qua. Lam thé quai ndo t6i lai mong viét dugc mdt cudn sach mi khong c6 nhing thiét
bi can thiét? N6 giong nhur viée leo 1én dinh Everest ma khong c6 1u bat vay.

Toi ngac nhién dén stmg sot vé hang loat nhitng thir ¢6 thé mua dén ndi gan nhur khong thé quyét dinh s& mua céi gi. Nhung c6 mdt vai thir thiét yéu ma
chic chin t6i phai mua.

Vi vdy t6i nhan vao mot chiéc ghé xoay vin phong duoc boc bang vai mau tim rit hop vai chiée iMac cua toi, cong thém mot chiéc may ghi tleng
Dictaphone c6 thé dich thing vao may tinh. Va r6i t6i nhan thay minh dang chon thém vao danh sach mua hang mot caiké chén bang thép rat 4n tuong
ding dé giir tai liéu L trong khi ban danh may, mot b cdc tap dung tai licu gom nhiéu 14 khac nhau - c4i nay chic han s rét hiru ich - va mdt cai may xén
gidy mini. Chéc chdn nd ciing rat can thiét vi toi khong mubn ca thé gi6i nhin thiy ban phac thao dAu tién ca t6i, diing khong nhi? Va t6i dang gion theo y
turong c6 nén mua ban ghé I tn nira khong - trir khi toi khong nhét thiét phai c6 khu vire tiép tan trong phong ngii ctia minh - thi Suze quay lai phong toi.

“Nay! Moi viéc thé nao roi?”

Toi giat minh day vé t0i 10i, nhanh chéng nhan nit “giri di” mi khong budn kiém tra lai xem tong tién 1a bao nhiéu, thoat mang - rdi nhin Ién ngay khi chir
Chwong M6t xuat hién tr lai trén mén hinh.

“Cau dang am viéc vat va Fim nhil” Suze n6i rdi Fic dau. “Céu nén nghi ngoi. Cau viét dugc bao nhiéu rdi?”
“O... kha nhidu,” t6i ni.
“Minh doc duoc khong?” Toi hoang so khi ¢o Ay tién dén chd minh.

“Khong!” t6i n6i. “Y minh 14 - n6 con dang dé dang. No... kha nhay cam” Toi voi vang déng file d6 lai va dung ddy. “Trong cau rit tuyét, Suze a. Tuyét
voil”

“Camon cau!” C6 Ay tiroi cudi voi toi va dang quay mot vong trong chiéc vay ctia t6i thi chudng ctra reo kn. “Uil Chéc 1 Fenny day!”

Fenella i nguoi chi em ho lich thiép va p di ciia Suze dén tir Scotland. Cong bang ma n6i thi ¢ ta ciing khong lp di dén mirc 4y. Trude déy 0 ta lap
di nhur anh trai minh, Tarquin, danh hét thoi gian cudi ngwra va cau cd, hay bat ctr thir giho lam déu ky di. Nhung gan déy ¢6 ta chuyén dén London, tim
duoc viée & mbt phong tranh va bu lai bay gio ¢0 ta chi di tic ting. Khi Suze mo canh cura trude, i ¢6 thé nghe duoc giong ndi the the ctia ¢ ta - va
giong clia mot lii con gii phia sau ¢ ta. Fenny khong thé di dau duge mdt mét ma khong c6 mdt dam ngudi dong déo la hét xung quanh. C6 ta giéng
nhur tuyp ngudi giao thiép rong kiéu than mura.

“Chao!” 6 ta n6i khi lao vao phong t6i. C6 ta dang méc mot chiéc vay mau hong bang nhung tuyét dep cua hang Whistles ma t6i cling da mua - nhung
Tai két hop nd vai c4i 4o phdng c6 ¢ mau ndu ctia Lurex tréng that kinh khing. “Chao Becky! T6i nay chi c6 di khong?”

“Khong phai ti nay,” t6i n6i. “Chi c6 viée phai hm”

“Vay a.” Mt Fenella tiu nghiu ging nhur Suze lic ndy - rdi lai sang bimg, “Vay em muron doi gidty Jimmy Choos ctia chi duge khong? Chan hai chi em
minh cling ¢&, ding khong nhi?”

“OK,” t6i n6i. “Chiing & trong ti quan 40.” Téi do dur nhung van ¢ t6 ra khéo lo. “Vay em c6 mudn muron mdt cai 4o sat nach khong? Chi vi chi co
mot cai 4o sat nach ray hop vdi cai vay clia em. Vai cashimere mau hong véi chuoi hat bé xiu. Rat dep.”

“Vay sao?”” Fenny néi. “O, vang! Em sin sang loai thing tay ci 40 phong c6 ¢ niy ma chiing can suy nghi” C6 ta dang céi 40 ra thi mt co gai toc
vang hoe mic vay bo mau den budc vao mim cudi vui vé voi toi.

“Chao, um... Milla,” t6i n6i, vira kip nhd ra tén ¢ ta. “Emkhdée khong?”
“Emkhoe!” ¢6 ra ndi, nhin t6i day hy vong. “Fenny n6i em c6 thé muron chi cai khiin choang English Eccentrics.”
“Chi cho Suze muron cai d6 rdi,” t6i n6i, vé mit tiéc nudi. “Nhung sao em khong thir... c4i khin choang méu tim dinh miy dong xu?”

“Vang, chi cho em muron vi! Va Binky ndi, chi c6 mit cai vy quan mau den diing khong a?”



“Chi ¢6,” to1 tur Iy ndi. “Nhung thire ra chi con c6 cai chan vay khac chi nghi s€ hgp véi Binky hon...”

Phai mét chumg nira tiéng dong hd moi ngu6i moi muon xong thir ho nruon Cudi ciing ho ciing cudn gbi khoi phong t6i, la hét ring s& tra lai dd vao sang
hom sau, 16i Suze budc vao, thit quyén rii véi méi toc béi cao ri xubng vai lon toc vang,

“Bex ny, cau c6 chic 1 khong mudn di khong?” ¢6 Ay néi. “Tarquin ciing dén déy, va minh biét anh Ay rat mudn gip cau.”

“Thé 4, t6i ndi, ¢b giing khong to ra qua kinh hii voi y tudng d6. “Vay i anh 4y dang & London 42"

“Chi vai ngay thoi,” Suze nhin t6i hoi tiéc nubi. “Cau biét ddy, Bex, néu khong phéi vi Luke... minh nghi Tarkie van thich cau.”

“Minh chéc chéin khong phai thé,” t6i voi vang néi. “Do 1a chuyén xura xira xira xura roi. Xua Emrdi”

Lan hen ho d4u tién va duy nhét cta ti v6i Tarquin l mot trong nhitng su kién t6i luén ¢b ging khong bao o nhd lai, khong bao gio.

“Vay thi tho1,” Suze ndi, nhin vai. “Hen gip lai cau sau. Va nhé ding lam viée qua stic d?iy!”

“Khong dau,” toi dap, va thd dai ngao ngan. “ft nhét minh s& ¢b giing khong nhu vay.”

Toi doi cho dén khi cénh cira dong sam lai sau ung c0 y, va nhiing chiéc taxi doi ¢ phia ngodi 1t ga di khoi. RO t0i udng mdt ngum tra va quay lai voi
chuong dau tién.

Ban dang doc truyén Tin D6 Shopping Oanh Tac Manhattan duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhidu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chuwong 6

TOI VE DEN NHA BO ME vio Itic 10h sang thir Bay, thiy con phd tran nhap khong khi dinh ¢4m. Cay nio ciing treo bong bay, 16i xe thi chat kin 6
t0, va mot tamrap 16n bang vai chi c6 the nhin thay tir khu viron nha bén. Toi xuong xe, voi lay tai do, o1 dirg immdt lat, nhin chdm cha vao nha
Webster. Chiia o1, chuyén nay that ky la. Tom Webster ly vo. Toi kho ma tin duoc chuyén nay. Thi thét la - dieu nay nghe c6 vé hoi qua dang - t0ikho
¢6 the tin rang ¢4 ai d6 lai chiu iy Tom Webster. Phai cong nhdn gan day anh ta ¢6 duyén hon. Anh ta ¢6 vai bd quan 4o m6i, va dé kicu toc wa nhin
hon. Nhung ban tay anh ta van to va amu6t - va noi thang ra thi anh ta khong phai la Brad Pitt.

Tuy nhién, d6 m6i la tinh yéu dich thye, 61 nghi va déng sam canh cira 6 t6 lai. Ban yéu nguoi ndo d6 bét chip nhitng khiém khuyét cua ho. Lucy 10
rang khong nghi ngai khi Tom 6 d6i ban tay &m udt - va rd rang anh ta cfing khong ngai khi mi téc ¢6 ta mong dinh va chan ngat. Picu do cling kha
lang man, t6i nghi the.

Toi dang dimg }"1‘(’), nhin cham chi vao ngéi nha, thi mf)t co gal rr;ic quén bo d¢i mot vong hoa trén du xudt hién & ctra trurdc nha Webster. Co ta nhin to1
kha ky quéc, gan nhu la m6t cai nhin thiéu thién cam, r6i bién mat vao trong nha. Mot trong nhirmg phu dau cta Lucy, 13 rang la the. Toi nghi ¢6 ay kha
lo khi bi trong thay trong chiéc quan bo.

Lucy c6 thé ciing & trong do, i chot nghil vy - va theo ban nang, t6i quay di. Toi biét co ta 1 co dau va moi chuyén khac, nhung thi thure 61 khong
mon moi trong doi duge gip lai Lucy. Toi cling chi gip ¢6 ta vai lan va ching t6i thyre sy khong méy than thién. C6 & vi ¢6 ay tuong t6i yéu Tom. Tuy
nhién 1t ra thi khi Luke dén t6i cudi cting cling chirng minh cho ho thay bon ho déu nham ca.

Khi nghi dén Luke, ngyc t0i nhdi Ién, va t0i thé sau, chdm rdi trn finh tr lai. Lan ndy toi nhat dinh & khong immoi thir r6i tung kn nita du. Toi & nghi
thodng ra, va xem anh ay s€ ndi gl homnay. Va néu anh ay c6 ndi s€ di New York chéng nita thi t6i cling s€ chi... chap nhén dieu d6. Khong bict lam
sao.

Du thé nao di nita, khong nghii vé chuyén d6 lic ndy. Téi di nhanh vé phia ctra trude rdi bude vao. Toi di vé phia bép, thiy bd miic 4o gilé dang udng ca
phé trong khi me méic 4o choang khong tay chat liéu ni long voi méi toe cuon 16, dang quét bo mdt loat banh sandwich.

“T6i chi thy chuyén nay khong hop ly,” me dang n6i khi toi bude vao. “Chuyén nay that khong ding. Ho & ra phai lanh dao dAt nurée ching ta, va nhin
ho kia. Ho that 1on x6n! Ao khoéc tdi tan, ca vat khing khiép...”

“ba thyre syr nghii kha niing linh dao bi anh hudng béi quin 4o ho méc sao?”
“Chao me,” t6i n6i, quing céi tiii Ién san nha. “Chao b.”
“An miic ciing la nén tang ciia inh dao!” Me noi. “Néu ho khong nd hre trong an méc thi im sao ho nd Iyc cai thién dwoc nén kinh t& chir?”

“Hai viéc d6 khong giéng nhau!”
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“Hai viéc d6 gidng hét nhau. Becky &, con nghi tong thur ky & dai sir quan nén an niic chin chu, dtng khong? Tat ca nhitng bd & phuc ngu ngdc kia.”
“Con khong biét,” t6i mo hd. “C6 I& vay.”
“Ong théty chua? Becky dong y voi ti. Gid thi dé me nhin con gai yéu ndo.” Me diit dao xubng va nhin tdi that k¥, t0i cam thiy rang rdy béi toi biét trong
minh xinh xan. T6i dang mc chiéc vay mau hong dep stmg sot va ao khoac, doi mil long hiéu Philip Treacy, va di doi giay xa tanh mau den dep nhat,
moi chice giay déu duoc dinh mdt con buém bang the. “Oi, Becky,” cudi cing me cting kn tiéng. “Trong con that dang yéu. Con s& danh bat c6 dau mat
th6i!”” Me lay chiéc mil ctia t61 xuong ngam nhin. “Trong no that la mit! N6 bao nhi€u vay con?”
“Um.. con ciing khong nhé,” t6i mo hd néi. “C6 ... 50 bang thi phai.”
Diéu ndy khong hiin ding. N6 dit hon thé nhidu... Um, thé ndo ciing duoc, ciing kha dit. Nhung mi dang dong tién bét gao.
“Vay Luke dau 10i?” Me hoi, d0i lai chiéc mii 1én dAu toi. “Pang dd xe ha con?”
“U, Luke dau roi nhi?” bd t6i hoi, ngang 1én va cuoi hai hude. “Cubdi cing bd me ciing mong chd dugc dén ngdy gip chang trai tré ctia con.”
“Luke s& di riéng a,” t6i ndi - hoi ngan ngai khi nhin thdy khudn niit 1 rii ctia bd me.
“Di riéng?”” cubi ciing me ciing 1én tiéng, “Sao lai thé?”
“Anh dy bay tir Zurich v& day sang nay,” toi giai thich. “n\Anh 4y phai dén d6 cong tac. Nhung anh 4y s& dén déy, con hira d4y.”
“Cau 4y co biét I cudi bt dau lic 12h khong?”” me lo ling hoi. “Va con ¢6 ni cho 16 biét nha thdr & dau khong?”
“C6 al” 161 n6i. “Anh dy s& dén that ma.”

Toi nhén thiy giong minh hoi céu kinh nhung ti khong thé chiu dugc. Thi thyc, t0i hoi céng thing khong biét Luke dén du roi. L& ra anh phai dién thoai
khi may bay ha canh - va [& ra phai tir nira gio trurGe 101, Nhirng dén bay gio toi van chura nhan dugc tin tirc gi.

Binh tinh. Anh néi s& dén ma.
“Con Bm gi dé gitip duoc a?” t6i ndi, thay ddi cha dé.

“Con gii yéu, mang may thir ndy kn gic cho me,” me ti ndi rdi cat nhanh chd béanh sandwich thanh nhiéu miéng hinh tam giéc. “Me phai cat miy céi
némngoi ngoai hién di.”

“Ai & trén gac vay me?”” t6i noi khi cam cai dia lén.

“C6 Maureen dén sy toc cho ¢6 Janice,” me n6i. “Ho khong mudn vuéng chin Lucy. Con biét ddy, trong khi ¢6 4y chuén bj sin sang.”

“Me nhin thiy c6 4y chura?” ti hio himg hoi. “C6 4y mua vay dep chir a?”

“Me ciing chura nhin thiy n6,” me néi, giong ba ha thap xubng. “Nhung hién nhién 1 nd dang gia 3.000 bang. Va ddy 1 con chua ké khin choang dau!”

“Wow,” t6i noi, bi choang, Toi thoang thiy ghen ti trong gidy lat. Mot cai vay 3.000 bang. Mot bita tiéc... va hang dng qua tang, Y t6i 1 nhitmg ngudi
ket hon déu duoc nhur vay.

Khi Ién gic, t6i nghe thay tiéng may sy tir phong ngii ctia bd me - va thiy ¢6 Janice ngdi trén chiéc ghé dau & ban phan khi toi bude vao, ¢ mic mit
chiéc vay da hoi, cAm mot ly rwou vang Tay Ban Nha, va chdm chdm khan mii soa lau nhe nit. C6 Maureen da ]amtoc cho me va ¢6 Janice nhiéu nim
nay, dang khua may sdy toc co Janice, va mt nguoi phy nir mi t0i khong nhan ra véi lan da ram néng nhu mau gb gu, mai toc xoan nhudm vang hoe,
mic bd vest Iya mau hoa ca ng01 trén chiée ghe canh cira .

“Chao ¢6 Janice,” t61 n6i, dén gan va 6m cd dy. “C6 cam thdy thé nao a?”

“Cb on, chéu gai yéu a,” c6 Ay n6i rdi sut sit. “Hoi hdi hdp. Chéu biét ddy. Khi nghi v& viéc Tom Ky vo!”

“Chdu hiéu,” t6i n6i ddy cam théng, “Chi méi nhu ngaty hom qua khi bon chéu déu i nhimg dira tré, cing nhau di xe dap.”

“udng thém mot ly nita di Janice,” c6 Maureen an ti, va r6t thém mot thir dung dich mau niu sam vao ly ctia ¢6 Janice. “N6 s& gitip ¢6 thu gidn déy.”
“0, Becky,” ¢6 Janice ndi, va nim chit tay toi. “Day chéic chin ciing i mt ngiy kho khéin v6i chau.”

Toi biét 14 s& thé ma. C6 Ay van nghi t6i thich tom, diing khong nhi? Tai sao tit ca cac ba me déu nghii con trai ho rat cudn hit nhi?

“Khong hin nhu vay!” t6i n6i, ¢b ging sao cho rd rang nhat. “Y chau ki chéu rit mimg cho Tom Va tit nhién 14 ca Lucy nita...”

“Becky diing khong?”” Neudi phu nir ngdi gin cira so quay vé phia t6i, it hoi nhiu lai day vé nghi ngd. “Déy i Beck ding khong?”



Khu6n nit ba ta khong may may t6 vé than thién. Chiia oi, dimg n6i i ca ba ta ciing nghi t6i theo dudi Tomnhé.
“Um. ding vay a.” T6i mim cudi vi ba ta. “Chau 3 Rebecca Bloomwood. Chéc hin ¢d 1 me clia Lucy?”

“Ding vay,” ngurdi dan ba do noi, van chim chdm nhin t6i. “T6i B Angela Harrison. Me ctia ¢6 dau,” ba ta n6i thém, nhin manh hai chir “c6 dau” ctr
nhur thé t6i khong hiéu tiéng Anh vay.

“Chéc c6 phai hao htrc Fim,” t6i lich sw néi. “Con gai ¢ Iy chong ma.”

“Ding vy, tm, tt nhién roi, Tom rat hét long v6i Lucy,” ba ta néi day hiéu thing “Tuyét d6i hét ong. Khong bao gidr diing niti ndy tréng nii no.” Ba ta
nhin t6i séc lanh va t6i mim cudi lai yéu 6t.

Thanh thét ma ndi thi t6i nén Bim gi chir? Non kn ngwoi Tom hay gi ndo? Noi réng anh ta | ngudi dan dng xéu nhét t0i timg bict chang? Roi tit ca bon
ho lai bao t6i dang ghen. Ho s€ n6i t6i dang van co phi dinh rang t6i dau dén.

“Luke... ¢6 & ddy khong Becky?” ¢6 Janice ndi, va cudi day hy vong. Bong nhién - viéc ndy kha ky quic - moi ngudi trong phong hoan toan im king chd
doi cau tra 101 cua toi.

“Chura a, chau e 12 vdy,” t6i noi. “Chau nghil anh 4y chéic hin dang bi ket ¢ dau do.”
Im ing, va t6i nhan ra nhimg céi liéc trom & khip can phong,
“Biket,” Angela nhic lai 11 t6i, ¢ thanh 4m nio do trong giong n6i ciia ba ta ma t6i khong thich cho im. “C6 ding vay khong? Um, ngac nhién day.”
C4i do nghia a g thé?
“Anh 4y dang trén dudng vé tir Zurich,” t6i giai thich. “Chau nghil chuyén bay c6 thé bi hoan.” Téi nhin ¢b Janice va ngac nhién thay, ¢6 dy d6 mt.
“Zurich,” ¢6 Ay ndi, gt diu dy cam thong “C6 hiéu. Tat nhién rdi. Zurich.” Rdi ¢6 ném cho t6i mdt c4i nhin ngai nging, gan nhur cam thong,
C6 chuyén gi v6i ¢d Ay nhi?
“Pay |4 anh chang Luke Brandon ma ching ta dang néi chuyén,” Angela ni, hit mdt hoi thudc. “Doanh nhan ndi tiéng
“Vang .. ding vAy,” t6i n6i, hoi ngac nhién. Y t6i 1 t6i khong biét anh chang Luke ndo khéc nita.
“Va cau éy Ia ban trai chau.”
“Vang!'

Mot khoang lang ngrong nghiu - thm chi ¢6 Maureen dudng nhw cling dang nhin t6i to mo. ROi bdng nhién, t0i nhin thiy mot s6 tap chi Tatler thang nay
trén san nha gin chiéc ghé ctia Janice. Chia oi.

“Nhén tién day, bai béo trong tap chi Tatler d6,” t0i voi va ndi,” déu i sai. Anh Ay da khong n6i minh con doc than. Anh Ay da n6i ki mién binh lun.”
“Bai bo n40?” ¢b Janice noi nhur khong tin. “C6 ching hiéu chau dang n6i vé céi gi, chau yéu a.”

“C6... ¢6 khong doc tap chi,” c6 Maureen noi, mit hoi d@6 va nhin di chd khéc.

“Moi ngurdi chi mong chd durge gip cau dy,” Angela ndi, va nha mot kn khéi thube. “Diing vay khong chi Janice?”

T6i nhin ba ta bdi rdi - rdi quay lai chd c6 Janice, c¢6 dang tranh khong nhin t6i, con c6 Maureen thi gia vor luc tim thir gi d6 trong hop db trang diém.
Cho mdt chut.

Ho chéc chéin khong ngh...

“Cb Janice,” t6i n6i, cb ging khong dé lac giong. “C6 biét Luke s& dén. Anh dy tham chi con viét ca thur tra 1oi co!”

"Tétrnhién 14 cau Ay da lam vay, Becky a!” ¢6 Janice n6i, nhin chim chiim xubng san nha. “Um.. nhur Angela noi, tit ca ching ta déu mong dugc gip
cauay.”

Cam giac b& mit lan dan trén hai mé t6i khién ching do 1én. Ba ta nghi gi chtr? Réang t6i dung 1én chuyén t6i hen hd cing Luke 4?

“Vay cac cd ding banh sandwich chir?” t6i ndi, ¢6 ging khong 6 ra bdi rdi nhur cam giac bén trong lic ndy. “Chau phai... di xem me chéu c6 can giip gi
khong,”



Khi t6i tim thdy me, ba dang ¢ tang trén cling, g6i ghém céc tAm ném ngdi ngoai hién vao cAc tdi ni ong trong sudt, rdi hit hét khong khi ra véi cai dng
hit clia may hit bui.

“Tién thé, me dt vai cai i nhu thé ndy cho con,” ba hét én 4i di tiéng méy hit bui. “Cuia hiing Country Ways. Ca vai l4 thiéc cudn vio dé nuéng g tiy,
mot dia dung thit ham, mdt ci xoong chén trimg nau trong 16 vi séng nita...”

“Con khong muén cai 14 thiéc cudn nuéng g tay ndo hét!” toi hét lén.

“Khong phéi la cho con!” me t0i n6i, tat cai miy hiit bui di. “Ho c6 khuyén mai dic biét - gioi thidu mdt ngudi ban va duoc tng mdt b ndi dét nung
The 1a me gioi thi€u con 1a ban me. Thye sy d6 13 cudn catalo rat hay. Me s& dua nd cho con xemqua.”

“‘Me nay...”

“Nhitng céi chéin 16ng ngdng that d& thurong, Me chiic con s& thich c6 mdt cai moi..”

“Me nay, nghe con noi di!”’ t6i bdi rdi noi. “Me nghe con di. Me tin con dang hen ho voi Luke, diing khong?”
Mot quang im king kéo dai.

“Tét nhién i me tin chir,” cubi ciing ba ciing Ién tiéng,

T6i nhin ba chim chim day so hai.

“Me khong tin con, ding khong? Tét ca moi ngudi déu nghi con dung Ién chuyén nay ding khong?””

“Khong!” me khing khing. Ba dat may hit bui xudng va nhin thing vao mit ti. “Becky ndy, con da n6i voi bd me 1 dang hen ho véi Luke Brandon, va
d6i voi ching ta, nhur the 13 da r6i.”

“Nhung ¢6 Janice va chit Martin. Ho nghi con dyng lén chuyén nay diing khong?”
Me nhin t6i - 101 thdr dai, vi tay By mot cai ném ngdi khéc.

“Oi Becky. Quan trong 3, con yéu, con cin phai nhd, ho timg tin riing con c6 mt cai dudi. Va héa ra ... irm. Khong hoan toan ding nhur viy. Diing
khong nhi?”

TOi cam thay lanh sdng lung. OK, ¢6 & mot Bin ndo d6 t0i da gia vo nhur minh ¢6 mdt cai dudi. L2 ra t0i khong nén Bm thé. Nhung y ti i chi riéng vige
bia ra mt cai dudi bé xiu khong lam ban tr¢ thanh mot ké dién 16 ding khdng?

“Va vin d¢ 1, ching ta thyc sy chua bao gio.. irm, nhin thély cu ta di ciing con, ding khong con yéu?” Me tdi tiép tuc n6i, khi ba nhdi mt céi ném vao
chi€c tiii trong sudt. “Khdng phai bang xurong bang thit. Va r6i lai ¢6 bai bao dang tin anh ta doc than...”

“Anh éy khdng néi con dgc than!” Giong toi rit Ién gidn dit. “Anh ?iy d4 n6i mién binh un! Me nay, cd Janice va chi Martin c6 n6i voi ne 1a ho khong
tin con khong?”’

“Khong!” Me héch cam Ién buéng binh. “Ho khong dam n6i nhur vay voi me dau.”

“Nhung me biét ho néi sau hrng ching ta nhur vy.”

Chiing t61 nhin nhau chf?m cham, va dot nhién t6i cam thiy, dang sau Ve ngoai rang 1o, mt ba that cang théing. Toi bdng nhn ra chic hin ba dang rat ddi
mong ching t6i cing dén trong chicc xe sang choang cia Luke. Me chac d& mon moi duge chirmg minh ¢6 Janice sai nhur thé ndo. Vay ma, t6i lai dang &
day, lai mot minh...

“Anh 4y s& dén day,” t6i noi, gin nhur dé trén an ban than minh. “Anh 4y s& dén day trong it phit nita thoi.”

“Chéic chin cdu dy s& dén ma!” me vui vé néi. “Va ngay khi cau Ay xudt hién - trm, moi nguoi kia s& phai nuét lai nhimg 16 d4 n6i, ding khong con?””
Chudng ctra reo 1én va ca hai ching t6i do ngurdi ra, nhin nhau.

“Con s& ra md cira nhé?” t6i ndi, ¢d ging t6 ra binh thuong,

“Tai sao lai khong nhi?”” Me dong y, va toi nhin thiy n¥it ba anh lén mdt tia hy vong,

C ging khong chay, t6i voi va bude xudng cau thang, tim toi ron rang, md canh ctra trude. Va... khong phéi la Luke.

M6t nguoi dan ong phi kin hoa trén nguoi. Nhidu gid hoa, mit bo hoa 16n, va vai cai hop vudng dudi chan anh ta.

“Hoa cudi thua c6,” anh ta ndi. “Co mudn t6i dat ching & chd nao?”



“0,” t6i ndi, ¢6 gidu di vé thit vong, “Thire sy, anh nhdm nha rdi, t6i e B nhur vay. Chiing can dwoc chuyén dén can ho bén canh. SO nha 41.”
“That sa0?” Nguoi dan 6ng nhén niit. “Dé t6i xem lai danh séch... C6 cAm ho t6i cai ndy, duoc chir?”

Anh ta gitii b6 hoa ¢6 dau vao tay t6i va bit dau luc tim khip ti.

“Thyc su,” t6i ndi, “chd hoa nay can duoc chuyén sang nha bén canh. Hay nhin xem, t6i vira moi...”

Toi nhin quanh, vong hai tay 6m b6 hoa ctia Lucy vi n6 kha nang. Stng st thay Angela Harrison vira xudng dén chan cau thang. Ba ta nhin t6i chim
cham, va chi trong choc 1at t61 nghi ba ta sap giét t6i dén noi.

“C6 lam céi gi viy?” Ba ta chop Ry. “Pua toi céi d6!” Ba ta gidt manh bé hoa khoi tay 01 roi gf sét miit vao mit t0i dén mirc 0 c6 thé ngii thiy mii
ruou gin trong hoi tho ctia ba ta. “Nghe nay, quy c6 tré,” ba ta rit Ién. “Toi khong de bi lira phinh boi miy nu cuoi. Toi bict ¢6 dang mudn cai gi. Ma tai
sao cd khdng chi viéc quén chuyén d6 di chir? Toi s€ khdng dé dam cudi cia con gai toi bi hity hoai boi mdt con than kinh loan tri nao d6 daw.”

“T6i khong loan tril” t6i hét Ién gian dit. “Toi ciing khong dinh hity hoai gi ca! Toi khong thich Tom! Toi ¢ ban trai ril”

“A diing rdi,” ba ta n6i, khoanh tay trude ngwe. “Cau ban trai ndi tiéng, Cau ta da dén chua vay?”

“Anh dy chira dén day,” t6i ndi va ngin ngai trude thai do ciia ba ta. “Nhung anh 4y... anh 4y wira goi dién.”

“Anh ta vira goi dién,” giong Angela it 1én pha chit ché nhao. “Dé ndi ring anh ta khong dén duoc 4?7

Tai sao may ngudi nay khong chiu tin 1 Luke dang dén nhi?

“Thye su... anh 4y chi cich day nira tiéng dong hd nita,” t6i nghe thiy minh dang cong cén dép lai.

“Tbt!” Angela Harrison ndi, va cudi thd tuc. “Pugc rdi - ching ta s& dugc thiy anh ta sém thoi, ding khong nhi?””

Chét tiét.

12h, Luke van chua dén, va t6i chét Bing. Day thire swr |3 mdt con 4c mdng. Anh 4y dang & dau?

Gén den phitt cudi t6i van con lang vang phia ngoai nha thd, mon moi bam sd may cta anh 4 ay, ctr hy vong r01 lai hy vong ring bong nhién t6i nhin thay
anh 2 ay chay sang duong. Nhung dam phu dau da dén, va chiéc Rolls-Royce khac ciing d4 dén noi, ma anh dy thi vn chura thiy dau. Khi nhin thiy canh
ctra s 0 t6 mo ra va thip thoang bong dang chiéc vay cudi, t6i voi v lui vao trong nha tho trude khi ai d6 nghi toi doi ¢ ngoai dé pha quiy dam rude
dau.

Toi Ién vao, ¢b khong dé anh huong den tleng dan organ, Angela Harrison quac mét nhin t6i ddy 4c ¥, 16i ¢6 tiéng ri rim va thi tham tir phia bén nha
Lucy trong nha tho. Toi ng01 Xuong gn cudi, ¢b ging gitr khuon mit that diém tinh va thur théi - nhimg t6i nhan ra khé 1o ring tat ca ddmban ctia Lucy
déu dang phong nhitng cai liéc 1én it v& phia to1. C6 ta ké cai quai gi voi moi nguoi thé?

Trong gidy lat t6i chi mudn dimg 1én va budc ra khoi day. D gi thi t6i chura bao gio mu6n di dy cai dam cudi do hoi nay. Toi chi ddng ¥ vi khong mubn
lam ¢6 Janice va chit Martin buc minh. Nhung da qua muon roi, 18 don dau bét dau, va Lucy budc vao. Toi phai chiu thua c6 ta, ¢ ta dang mic cai vay
10ng Ay nhét ma t6i ting thiy. T6i nhin n6 nudi tiéc, ¢ khong turong turong trong minh & thé ndo trong cai vay nhur thé,

Tiéng nhac dirng va cha xir bt dau néi. Toi nhan thiy nhitng ngudi bén phia nha Lucy van nhin kn t6i 4c ¥ - nhig t6i chinh lai mii va ning cdm én ting
16 bon ho.

“... dé gin két nguoi dan ong nay va ngudi phu nit ndy thanh mdt cip vo chdng,” giong cha xr vang Ién, “ddy I giai doan thiéng liéng...”
T6i nhan thiy miy c6 phit dau di gidy rit dep. T6i bin khoin khong biét ching dwroc ban & dau?

Tuy nhién, tht dang x4u hd cho méy céi vy.

“.. ton trong, yéu thurong, tin tudng va chia sé ca trong lic khoe manh, hanh phiic ciing nhu khi 5m dau, bénh tat va mot dng kinh Chua...”
Cha xir dirng lai nhin quanh ca gido duong, vira i ti nghe thiy mdt 4m thanh kh& rung Ién tir tui xach.

Chét tiét. Cai dién thoai ctia toi.

Toi kéo khda - nhung 16 bi ket. Toi khong thé tin duoc didu niy. Ban mua mdt cai tii dit tién, va cai khéa méc dich lai bi ket.

Lai mdt tiéng rung khéc to hon. Angela Harrison ngdi trén hang ghé trurdec trong nha thes quay lai ném cho t6i mot cai nhin ctia quy di.

"Xin 161, t6i noi. “Toi dang ¢b Ay n6 ra...”

Dién thoai rung dén Ian thir ba, cha x(r ngimg n6i. Va Chiia oi, by gio ca Tom va Lucy ciing quay lai nhin.



“T6i xin 161, t0i nghen ngao, dién dao gidt manh c4i khoa thém lan nita. “Toi s8... ¢d...”

Mat néng bung Ién, t6i dimg ddy, lich qua hang ghé trurde mit moi nguoi rdi voi va ra khoi nha tho. Khi canh cira dong sap lai sau lung, t0i giat manh
cai khoa dén nbi duong chi khau bung ra. Toi suc sao trong ti tim dién thoai rdi nhén manh vao cai nit miu xanh.

“Aloo.” T6i hon hén vao cai dng noi. “Luke 42"

“Chao budi sang!” Mot giong ndi vui vé cat lén. “Quy khach c6 quan tim dén viéc thém 100 phit vao thué bao hang thang khong a?”

Sau khi can thin tit iy dién thoai, ti ron rén di vao nha tho, phan cudi budi I trdi qua mo nhat. Khi budi 1€ két thic, Lucy va Tom ra khoi thanh
duong, 0 y tang 1o t6i nhwr moi ln - moi nguroi tp trung quanh ho ¢ trong san d¢ tung hoa gidy va chyp anh. Toi chuon di dé khong ai nhan ra, va voi va
luynh quynh di ra duong vé nha Webster. B6i chiac chan dén lic nay Luke phai c6 mat ¢ d6 roi. Anh phai 6 ¢ do. Anh chéc han da dén mudn va quyet
dinh khong dén nha thd' ma dén thang cho tiép khach. RS rang Ia thé, néu ban nghi vé chuyén d6. D6 1a viéc ma bat ky ngurdi nao biet suy nghi déu s&
lam vay.

Toi voi v dén nha Webster, dam nguoi phyc v dn udng va hﬂ.’liu ban da tap trung dong di & d6 - rdi tién thing dén chd rap ngoai troi. Trén it toi
thuong trre mot nu cudi vui vé voi y nghii s€ gip duge anh, ké véi anh vé khoang thoi gian kinh khting 6 nha tho, va nhin thay khudn mét anh cuoi thich
thi.

Nhung cai rap tréng khong, Hoan toan trong khong,

Toi ding d6, ngo ngac mdt It - rdi nhanh chéng lao ra ngoai lan nita va voi va quay lai nha bd me toi. Boi y nghii c6 thé Luke dén do thay vi dén day dot
nhién xuat hién trong dau t6i. C6 € anh nhd nham gio, hay c6 [ anh phai thay d0 d€ mic dén dam cudi. Hay co E...

Nhung anh ciing khong ¢6 & d6. Khong & trong bép, khong & trén gac. Va khi toi goi dién cho anh, nd ciing chuyén ngay sang ché d6 dé lai tin nhéin.

T6i tir tir di vao phong, tha minh xudng giwdng, ¢b ging khong nghi dén nhirg didu tdi t& dang len vao .

Anh Ay dang dén, t6i n6i di ndi lai voi chinh minh. Chi i anh 4y.... dang trén dudng dén.

Qua cira s6, t6i ¢6 thé trong thiy Tom, Lucy va tit ca khach khira bét dAu tién vao khu vuron nha bén canh. Rét nhiéu mii va I phuc, nhirg ngudi phyc
vu chuyén tay nhau ruou sam panh. Khong khi qua thyre duong nhur rat vui vé. Toi biét minh nén xudng d6 vi ho, nhung t6i khong thé dbi nit voi
chuyén ndyy. Khong thé néu thiéu Luke, khong thé mdt minh toi.

Nhung ngdi mdt lic, ti bdng nhén ra vige minh & trén ndy chi lim bing thém cau chuyén ctia nhirg nguoi dudi d6. Tat ca bon ho s& nghi t6i khong the
doi mat voi cap doi hanh phic kia va rang toi dang ¢ dau d6 cau x¢ ban thin minh. N6 s€ cting ¢6 thém nhitng nghi ngd ctia ho méi mii. Toi phai xuong
d6 phoi cai mat minh ra, du chi Ia nira tiéng dong ho.

T61 ép minh dirng 1én, hit mdt hoi that sau, va danh thém mot chut son mdi turoi méi. Roi 1 di ra khoi nha vong sqng nha Webster. To6i kin dao 1én vao
khu bac rap qua cai vach ngan bén canh r6i dimg nhin mot lic. Nhiéu nguoi chay di chay lai khap noi, khong khi 6n ao khung khiép, tham chi khong ai
nhén ra t6i Mot doi hinh trang nghiém ding gan 16i vao c6 Tom, Lucy va b me ho, nhung khong doi nao t6i lai ra gan chd do. Vi thé toi king I& di t6i
mot cai ban trdng, ngdi xudng, va 1t sau mdt bdi ban dén dua cho t6i mdt ly sim panh.

Trong it phit, t6i chi ngdi d6, ubng rrou, quan sat moi ngudi va bt dau cam thiy dé chiu. Nhung rdi 6 tiéng sot soat trude mit ti. Toi nging lén - long
t0i1 se lai. Lucy dang dig ngay trurde mit t6i trong bo vay cudi tuyét dep ctia ¢d ta, va mot ¢d phu dau to ding trong bo vay mau xanh 1 cay khong lay
gi lamdep d€ di bén canh. (Dicu ndy, theo t6i nghi, ndi én nhicu dicu vé Lucy.)

“Chao Rebecca,” Lucy vui vé ndi - va t6i chi c6 thé ndi, ¢6 ta dang tur chiic mirmg ban thén minh vi t6 ra qué lich sy voi mdt con dién da suyt pha hong
dam cudi cua c6 ta.

“Chao,” t61 dap. “Nghe ndy, t0i thuc sur xin 16i vé budi . Toi thure sur khong ¢b y...””

“Khong sau ma,” Lucy n6i, va cudi déu véi ti. “Rét cude, Tom va t6i ciing dd cudi. O m6i 1 didu quan trong nhit.” Poan c6 ta nhin ban tay da deo
nhan cudi day vé hai long,

“Chéc chén I vy rdil” t6i noi. “Chiic mirng ¢6. C6 dinh...”

“Ching t6i chi dang ban khoan,” Lucy vui vé ngt 101 toi. “Liéu Luke da dén day chua?”

Tim t6i that lai.

“0,” t6i n6i, ¢b tri hodn. “Vang...”

“Chi 2 m¢ vira n6i vi 01 rang chi n6i v6i ba |a anh &y ¢ céch day nira tiéng dong ho. Nhung vén chua thiy bong déing anh dy dau ca! Diéu ndy c6 vé
hoi Ia, chi ¢6 thay thé khong?” C6 ta nhudn may vé ngdy tho, con c6 phut dau thi gan nhu curdi pha 1én thanh tiéng, Toi nhin qua vai Lucy thay Angela

Harrison dang dtmg v&i Tom, chi cach do vai budc, dang ddi nhin t6i v6i anh niit soi moi ddy hiéu thing. Chiia oi, ho dang thich thi v6i chuyén nay thi
phai.



“Noi cho ciing, liic d6, 6, cling phai céch ddy g hai tiéng dong ho roi,” Lucy n6i. “Hay it nhéit cling phai vay! Vinéu anh &y khong dang & day thi c6 vé
hoi ky la.” C6 ta nhin t6i dy ché nhao. “Hay c6 I& anh 4y bi tai nan ching? Hay ¢6 1§ anh 4y bi ket 6... Zurich nhi?”

T6i nhin chiim chiim vao c4i ban mt tw méin bon cot ctia cd ta, suy nghi bao hyre dot nhién xudt hién trong dAu toi.
“Anh 4y dang & day,” t6i n6i trude khi kip ngin minh lai.

M6t sy im ling chét nguoi. Lucy va c6 phit dau nhin nhau, trong khi t6i udng mdt ngum day sim panh.

“Anh 4y dang & day?” Lucy cubi ciing ciing én tiéng. Y ¢6 13,6 ddy, tai dam cudi sao?”

“Chinh x4c!” t61 ni. “Thét ra, anh 4y... anh 4y vira & day mot lic.”

“Nhung du r6i? Anh 4y déu roi?”

“Um.. anh y vira & ddy vai phut tredc...” Toi chi sang chiée ghé bén canh minh. “C6 khong nhin thiy anh 4y 4?”
“Khong!” Lucy n6i, doi mét mo to. “Bay gio anh Ay dang & dau?”” C6 ta bt dau nhin quanh rap.

“Ngay kia kia,” t6i noi, chi tay bang quo vé phia dam dong, “Anh dy méc 1& phuc...”

“Va? Con gi nita?”

“Va anh 4y... anh dy dang cAm mdt ly sim panh...”

On Chua tit ca dan 6ng déu gidng nhau 6 céc 18 cudi.

“Nguoi ndo co?”” Lucy n6i vé thiéu kién nhan.

“Nguoi mic bo 1 phuc mau sim,” t6i n6i, va udng thém mdt hép sdm panh nita. “Nhin kia, anh 4y dang vAy tay véi toi.” Toi gio tay 1én hoi vay vay lai.
“Chao, Luke!”

“O dau?” Lucy hét Ién, nhin that k§ dam dong, “Kate ndy, em c6 nhin thiy anh 4y khong?”

“Khong!” c6 phir dau ndi day tuyét vong. “Anh Ay trong nhur thé nao?”

“Anh 4y... thue s, vira moi bién mét rdi,” t6i n6i. “Chéc anh dy di iy d6 udng hay cai gi d6 cho t61.”
Lucy quay lai phia t6i lan nita.

“Vily...tai sao anh 4y lai khong dén dy I ¢ nha tho?”

“Anh dy khong muén lam gian doan,” t6i ndi sau mdt thoang ngip ngimg, va ép minh cudi thit i nhién. “Thoi.. toi khong thé giir chan ¢6. C6 con phai
'5’

gip o cac vi khach nira chi!
“Bilng vay,” Lucy ngdp ngimg n6i. “Véng, ding vay.”

C6 ta nhin toi v6i anh mét nghi ngd, héi ha di vé phia me minh, va ho bat dau tu tip thanh mdt nhom nho, thudng xuyén ném nhitng céi lid trom vé phia
t6i. Sau d6, mdt phi dau voi vi dén chd nhém khach khéc, va tat ca bon ho lai bt dau liéc trom t6i. Va roi mdt ngudi trong bon ho lai chay voi sang
nhoém khac nira. Clr nhur xem mot dam chay rimg tir ic bat dau vay.

MOt e sau, ¢b Janice xuat hién, nhin rt phin khoi va xiic dong, véi cai mii ddy hoa trén dau.

“Becky 0il” ¢d 4y noi. “Becky ndy, moi ngudi vira nghe n6i Luke dang & day!”

Va long ti triu nang, Lam cho ¢6 dau immiéng la mot chuyén. Nhung 61 khong thé cho phép minh ndi dbi ¢b Janice. Toi chi khong thé am nhur vy, Vi
vy t0i udng voi mdt ngum sam panh, va khua céi ly vé phia ¢6 véi mot cir chi mo hd mudn hiéu sao thi hiéu.

“Oi, Becky...” ¢6 Janice v0 tay. “Becky ndy, co cam thy thuc sur.... B6 me chau dé gip cau dy chura nhi? C6 biét [ me chau s& vui ngdly ngit mit
thol!”

Oi chét tiét.
Bdng nhién t6i cam thiy khé ¢. B me t6i. Toi dd khong nghi dén diéu do.

“C6 Janice ndy, chau phai di... danh thém phén Ién mili,” t6i ndi, rdi voi vang cat bude di. “Hen gip c6 sau nhé!”



“Va Luke nira!” ¢d ay noi.
“Va Luke nira, tat nhién r6i!” t6i noi, va khé cudi rit 1n.

To6i v0i v di dén nha v¢ sinh trénh 4nh it ctia moi nguwdi, khda tréi minh lai trong céin phong nho do, va ngdi udng nbt nhing giot sém panh 4m ap cudi
cung, OK, dirng qua hoang hot vé chuyén ndy. Hay... nghi that ranh mach, va ra qua tat ca cac sy lya chon.

Lya chon 1: N6i cho moi nguoi ré.ng Luke thue sy khong cé ¢ day, réng t6i d3 nhAm

Chi trir khi t6i mu6n bi ném ly sam panh cho dén chét va khéng bao gior duoc 16 mét & Oxshott nita.

Lya chon 2: Néi riéng véi bd me t6i rﬁng Luke thue sy khong cé mét ¢ day.

Nhung ho s rat thit vong, Ho s& miét thé dién, va khong thé tin hudng budi I8 hom nay, d6 tat ca 1 161 & toi.
Tara chon 3: Tiép tuc lra moi ngurdi va ndi sur that voi bd me vao cubi ngay hdm nay.

Pugc. Cach nay s& 6n. N phai on thoi. Toi ¢6 thé d& dang thuyét phuc moi nguoi ring Luke dang & ddy khoang mdt tiéng dong ho - va 16i toi s& noi
anh ay bi dau mira dau can phai nam nghi tht yén tinh.

Dling rdi, t6i s& lAm theo hwa chon nay. OK - cir thé ma lam.

Ban biét ddy, viéc ndy don gian hon t6i nghi. Ngay lic ny day tit ca moi ngudi duong nhu méc nhién cong nhan ring Luke dang & ddu d6 quanh déy.
Ba cta Tom tham chi con néi voi t6i la da nhin thay anh, va béo chang phai anh ciling dep trai day chir hay li¢u tiép theo ¢ phai dén lugt ching t6i
khong? Toi da ndi voi vO s6 ngudi 1 anh chi vira moi & ddy mot phit trude, 161 ly hai dia thire an tir cho tiée an tur chon - mot cho i va mjt cho Luke
(t6i da d6 mot dia xuong lubng hoa) va thdm chi con muron 4o 16 phuc ctia mot g4 Ia hodc nao d6 dé nd Ién céi ghe bén canh t6i, ctr nhur thé n6 1 cta
Luke. icu tuyét voi I khong ai ¢6 the chimg minh anh y khong ¢ dy! C6 qua nhicu ngudi chay qua chay lai, khong the kiém sodt ai & ddy va ai khong
0 day. L& ra t6i nén lam viéc nay tir Jau r6i mdi phai.

“Mot phit nita s& chyp anh tap thé,” Lucy n6i, king xing chay dén chd toi. “Ching ta phai xép thanh hang, Luke d4u rdi?”

“Dang n6i chuyén vi gii ndo d6 vé gia bat dong san,” toi tra 101 khong do dur. “Ho dang & ban udng nuée.”

.....

“OK!” t6i n6i, va cudi troi voi ¢ ta. “Ngay khi toi tom b dwroc anh dy.” Toi udng mdt ngum sim panh, nhin Ién - va me i trong b trang phyc dam
cudi mau vang chanh, dang tién dén phia toi.

Tir du dén gio, 0i da hoan toan ¢4 tranh duoc phéi gip bo me minh, chi bang céch chay thit nhanh di chd khac bat ky lic ndo ho dén gan. Toi biét
minh that t3i t& - nhung t6i khong thé néi d01 me. Toi nhanh chéng chudn khoi rap di vao vuon, huéng vé phia bui cay, Jan tranh trg Iy ctia €4 chyp anh
dang chay vong quanh don Iii tré lai. T6i ngdi xudng dudi mot gdc cdy, udng ndt ly sim panh va nhin vd dinh vao bau troi budi chiéu xanh ngjt.

T6i ¢ d6 c6 & dén hang tiéng dong ho, cho dén khi chan bt dau dau va kin gi6 nhe khién ti ring minh. ROi cudi clng, 0i chdm rai tha than tré lai kin
dad vao trong leu. Toi s€ khong quanh quan ¢ day lau hon nita. Chi du thoi gian dn mdt miéng banh cudi, co6 1€ vy, va lay thém mdt chut sim panh...

“Cb Ay day roi” mot giong nbi phia sau krng toi.

Toi chét ling di mdt lic - rdi tir tir quay dau lai. That dang so, tit ca khach moi dang dimg thanh timg hang nghiém chinh & gitta rap, trong khi tho chup
anh dang chinh lai gia da.

“Becky ndy, Luke dau rdi?” Lucy git gong. “Chiing t6i dang ¢ goi moi ngudi dimg vao hang”
Chét tiét. Chét tiét.

“Um..” t61 dan Iong, ¢ giit théi d6 binh than, “C6 1§ anh Ay & trong nha chéng?”

“Khong, anh 4y khong & d6,” Kate phit dau néi. “Téi vira vao trong d6 tim”

“Vay thi anh 4y chéc phai... ¢ trong viron roi.”

“Nhung chi d4 6 trong virdn ma!” Lucy n6i, mét nheo lai. “Chi khong thiy anh 4y 42

“Um.. T6i khong chic Fim.” Toi voi va nhin quanh rap, tur hoi co nén gia vor trong thiy anh Ay déing xa khong, Nhung that khac khi khong con dam déng
chay qua chay lai nita. Tai sao ho lai phai thoi chay qua chay lai chir?

“Anh 4y chiic dang & d4u d6!” mdt ngudi phy nit vui vé néi. “Ai i ngudi cudi cling nhin thiy anh 4y?”

Mot sy im king chét ngudi. Hai trim con ngudi dang nhin toi chidm cham. Toi bt gip anh miit lo Fing ctia me, danh voi va nhin di chd khac.



“Thire ra... t0i héing giong, “Bay i t6i m6i nhé ra, anh Ay n6i bi dau du. Vay ¢6 I& anh iy dén...”

“C6 ai thodng thiy anh ta ti ndo khong?” Lucy cit ngang, k 0i di. C0 ta nhin quanh nhimg vi khach mdi dang xép hang nghiém chinh. “Ai ¢ dy c6 thé
ndi ho thue sy gip Luke Brandon bang xuong bang thit khong? C6 ai khong?”

“Toi da gip cau Ay!” mdt giong ndi run rdy cat én tir phia cudi. “Dung B mdt ching trai tré wa nhin...”

“Ngoai trir ba ctia Tomra,” Lucy néi, dao miét nhin quanh. “C6 ai khong?”’

Va lai mdt sy im ling kinh khiing khac.

“To6i da thiy chiéc 40 I& phuc ctia cau dy,” c6 Janice mao mudi ndi. “Chir khong phai... con ngudi cdu dy,” ¢6 thim thi.

“Toi biét ma. Toi biét trrdc ma!” Giong Lucy to va hiéu thing. “Anh ta chua bao gior & dy dung khong?”

“Tét nhién anh 4y dang & day!”” t0i ndi, ¢6 cho giong minh nghe that tiy tin. “Toi nghi anh Ay vira & trong,..”

“C6 khong hé hen ho ciing Luke Brandon diing khong?” Giong c6 ta vang the thé khip ca rap.

“Cb chi dung Ién moi chuyén! C6 dang sdng trong cai mién cb tich budn bi va eo hep ctia riéng co!”

“T6i khong lam vay!” Thét déng so, giong toi nghen lai, 16i c6 thé cam thiy nurde mét (ra ra. “Toi khong dung chuyén! Luke va t6i i mot doil”

Nhung khi t6i nhin lai tat ca nhitng khuon it dang nhin minh - mdt vai ngudi héin hoc, mot vai ngudi kinh ngac, mdt vai ngudi thich thi - t6i tham chi con
khong cam thay chac dieu minh wira néi. Y t6i 1a, néu ching t61 I3 mdt cép, anh ay da & day, diing khong nhi? Anh ay da ¢ day vai toi.

“T6i s&...” giong ti run rdy. “Toi s& xem lai xem liéu anh dy...”

Va khong nhin ai ca, t6i roi khoi rap.

“Cb ta Ia ké miéng ludi ngot ngao & hail” Toi nghe tiéng Lucy n6i. “Thurc swr, Toma, cd ta ¢6 thé rit nguy hiém déy!”

“Co moi | d6 nhamhlem, ¢ gai tré a!” Toi nghe me tra miéng, giong ba hoi run Ién. “Janice ndy, t6i khong hiéu sao chi lai & con dau chi cur xir thd 16
nhu vay! Becky [ ban tot ctia cac ngudi nhidu ndm nay. Va ca d6i véi cau nita, Toma, cau dimg d6 va tang 1 nhu viée ndy khong lién quan gi dén cau.

Va day I cach cau dbi xir voi con bé. Thoi ndo, Graham. Ching ta di thoi.”

Mot lat sau, t61 thay me hién ngang di ra khoi rap, chiéc mii mau vang chanh ctia ba rung rinh trén dau, bd budc theo sau. Ho tién ra 16i xe dang trudc,
va t6i biét ho sip quay vé nha udng mdt ly tra an than that ngon.

Nhung t6i khong di theo ho. Toi khong thé vac xac dén gip ho - hay bt ky ai.

To1 voiva di yé phia cudi virom, suyt truot ngd. Puoc mdt quang xa, t6i ngdi sup xudng bi co. Toi vii mét vao tay - va hom nay, 1an dau tién t6i cam
thay nurdc miit tudn trao.

L& ra ngdy hom nay phéi |i mdt ngay tt lnh. L& ra ddy phai B mot dip tuyét voi va hanh phiic. Nhin théty Tom By vo, gidi thiéu Luke v6i bd me t6i va
toan thé ban be, nhay nhét dén tan khuya... Vay ma, Vthay vao d6, no lai bi pha hong, Mg 161, bo t6i, c6 Janice, chit Martin... Toi thAm chi con cam thay
thurong cho Lucy va Tom Y t6i 14, ho khong muon tat ca nhitng chuyén pha binh thé niy & dam cudi clia minh, ding khong nhi?

T6i ngdi bt dong tira nhur hang nam troi, nhin chim chim xudng dat. Toi c6 thé nghe thiy tiéng ban nhac bét d4u choi tir phia rap, va giong Lucy ra énh
cho moi nguoi. Vai dira tré dang tung tii hat x0p trong vuron va thinh thoang 16 roi gan cho toi. Nhung t6i khong giat minh. Toi wée minh c6 thé ngbi day
mai mai ma khong phai gip lai bat ky ai trong bon ho.

Va 10 t6i nghe thay tén minh, khé nhd & phia bén kia bai co.

Pau tién t6i nghi Lucy noi duang, va rang toi chi dang nghe tlﬁy nhing giong ndi trong twong twong. Nhung khi nghng lén, tim toi dap thinh thich, cam
théy nhur ¢6 ci gi @6 chiin ngang ¢ hong minh. Téi khong thé tin duoc diéu nay.

b6 4 anh.

D6 1a Luke, dang di bd qua bdi co, tién dén phia t6i, giéng nhur mot gidc mo. Anh mic I phuc, cam theo hai ly sdm panh, va t6i chra bao gio thdy anh
dep trai hon thé.

“Anh xin 101, anh n6i khi lai gin t6i. “Anh thuc s xin 16i. Bén mudn bon tiéng dong ho ... irmy, 1 khong thé tha thir.”” Anh ic dau.
T6i dam dam nhin anh stmg sbt. T6i gan nhur bt dau tin rang Lucy néi ding, va ring anh chi ton tai trong tri trdng tuong cia toi.

“Anh bi.. hodn chuyén bay 42" Cudi cling ti ciing lén tiéng,



“Mot gi bi dau tim. Chuyén bay phai chuyén huéng...”” Anh nhén tran. “Nhung anh da dé lai 1i nhén trén dién thoai ctia em ngay khi ¢6 thé. Em khong
nhin duoc a?”

Toi chop Ky dién thoai, dau dén nhén ra minh da khong kiém tra dién thoai sudt thoi gian vira rdi. Ti qué ban rdn tao ra mot Luke trong tudng twong
dén mirc khong nghi gl dén Luke c6 thurc. Va chic chan mdt di€u céi bi€u turong tin nhan nhéd bé kia dang vui vé nhap nhdy.

“Khong, em khong nhan duoc tin nhén,” t0i n6i, nhin né v6 hon. “Em da khong nhan dugc. Em d nghi...”

To6i dot nhién ngimg lai va Fic dau. Toi khong con biét minh da nghi gi tir ndly dén gior nita.

“Em 6n chir?” Luke ndi, ngdi xuéng canh t6i va dua cho i ly sim panh. Tay anh diu dang vubt ma 6i khién t6i giat minh.

“Khong.” t6i ndi, lau lau ma. “Vi anh héi nén em m6i n6i, em khong 6n chit ndo. Anh da hira dén ddy. Anh da hira, Luke a.”

“Anh dang & day ma.”

““Anh biét em mubn noi g ma.” Toi dau kho 6m chit dau gbi. “Em da mudn anh dén chd im €, chir khong phai dén day khi moi thir da gin két thic. Em
da muon moi ngwrdi gip anh, va nhin thy ching ta bén nhau...” Giong t6i bat dau run run. “Moi thir da that... toi t¢! Tt ca bon ho déu nghi embam theo
chare...”

Chu ré 47" Luke nghi ngd hoi. “Y em 1 c4i gi vo danh tiéu t6t c6 khuon mt nhot nhat tén 3 Tomu?”

“Dung i anh ta.” Toi ngang Ién cudi bét déc di khi thdy thai d ctia Luke. “Vy anh dd gip anh ta chwa?”

“Anh wira ggip anh ta xong, Vaca co vo khong ]aygllamxmhdep cuia anh ta nira. Bungla mot cap. ”Anhuongnx)t ngumsampanhva ngdi nga ra sau
chong 1én hai khuyu tay. “A m... tréng c6 ta hoi sung sbt khi giip anh. Gan nhur... ha hdc mdm, ciing c6 thé ndi vay. Va hdu hét khach moi ciing déu nhur
thé.”” Anh nhin t6i kh6 hiéu. “C6 chuyén gi anh nén biét khong?””

“Um..” t6i héing giong. “Um... thire sw khong c6 gi. Khong ¢6 gi quan trong ca.”

“Anh da nghif rit nhiéu,” Luke n6i. “Vi khi anh budc vao ¢ phit dau hét to 'Oi Chiia oi, anh ta tn tai!' Co & ¢ ta...”
“Bi dién,” t6i ndi khong chut do du.

“Diing thé.”” Anh it dau. “Chi 1 dé kiém tra lai thoi.”

Anh nghiéng nguoi véi Hy tay t0i va ti dé yén cho anh niim tay minh. Chiing t0i ngdi d6 im king mot lt. Mot cha chim bay qua bay lai phia trén va toi ¢6
thé nghe thay tir xa ban nhac dang choi bai “Lady in Red.”

“Becky nay, anh xin 16i vi i dén muon.” Giong anh tir nhién budn budn. “Anh khéng thé 1am gi khéc duoc. Tin anh di, anh d chi trich ho rat nhiéu.”
“Em chic chin 1 anh d4 m vy na.” t6i hét lén tip hy. “Anh khong thé Bm khac duoc. Chi i chuyén binh thurong thoi na.”

Ca hai ching t6 lai im king mot Iic 1u hon..

“Sém panh ngon,” Luke cudi ciing ciing én tiéng, va udng mdt ngum.

“Véng,” t6i ndi. “NO... rat ngon. Ngon va... kho...” toi ngimg lai lau mit, ¢b ging gidu di ndi lo king trong long,

Mot phan trong toi mudn ngdi lai day, n6i chuyén gau bao lau tily thich. Nhung mot phan khéc lai dang suy nghi, tri hoan thém lam gi chir? Co mit diéu
duy nhat t6i mudn biét. Toi cam thdy bung minh s6i 1én vi lo king, nhung khong biét vi sao lai ép minh hit mt hoi that sau rdi quay lai phia anh.

“Vay méy cudc hop ctia anh & Zurich thé ndo? Ci... cai phi vu lim an mdi tién trién t6t chir?”
Toi dang c6 gitt binh tinh va tir chi, nhung t6i ¢6 thé cam thiy mdi minh bt du run 1én va tay t6i dang dan vao nhau.

“Becky ndy...”” Luke ndi. Anh nhin chiim chiim vao céi ly mot I, rdi diit xudng, “Cé chuyén ndy anh can phéi ndi véi em. Anh s& chuyén dén New
York.”

Long toi triu ning tai t&. Vay ddy i doan két ctia mdt ngay toi té kinh hoang, Luke s& roi bo toi. Pay 1 phan két. Moi chuyén thé 1a hé.
“Ding vdy,” ti ¢ ging, va nhin vai vo hon. “Em hiéu. Vay k... OK.”
Ca hai im Bing - va t6i &p minh nging lén. Tinh yéu trong d6i mit thiim théim ctia Luke d& danh guc t6i nhu mot tia sét.

“Va anh thyc sy, thuc sy hy vong...” anh cAm léy tay to1 rOi nm chit, «... rﬁng em g di cung anh.”
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Kinh giri cd Rebecca Bloonwood:

Camon I thu ¢6 giringay 15 thang Chin.

T6i vui mimng durgc biét co mudn bay qua hing ching t6i va ciing da hét 1ong gi6i thiéu haing chiing t6i voi cac ban cd. Toi dong ¥ rang viée truyén miéng
trong kinh doanh 1a vo cting gia tri cho mt cong ty nhu cong ty chiing t6i va s€ giiip doanh thu ctia ching t6i tang nhanh nhur “vii bao.”

Thét déng tiéc viée nay khong thé dem lai cho 0 “modt o1 cam on dac biét nho nho™ vé chuyén hanh Iy nhur yéu cu ctia ¢6. Regal Airlines khong thé ting
dinh mirc hanh ly giri ctia ¢6 1én trén mirc chuan 14 20 kg, Bat cir s6 can ndo virot mirc nay s€ bi tinh phi, t6i xin giri kém theo day mot to roi gidi thich rd
cho co.

Chuic ¢6 ¢6 mdt chuyén bay vui vé.
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TIN TOT LANH!!!

MUC TiN DUNG MOI CUA QUY KHACH LA 10.000 BANG

Kinh gri ¢6 Rebecca Bloonwood:

Chiing t6i vui mirng thong béo voi co rang chiing toi vira nang han mire tin dyng cta ¢6. Theo do6, han mire tin dyng moi cua ¢6 1 10.000 bang san sang
cho ¢0 str dung ngay va s€ duge thé hién trén ban sao ké giri cho ¢ sap tdi.

C6 ¢6 thé sir dung han mirc tin dung m6i nay dé am rit nhidu viéc. Thanh ton cho ky nghi, mua 6 t6, va thdm chi | chuyén ddi s6 dur tai khoan tir cac
loai thé khac.

Tuy nhién, ching 0 nhén thay réng mot vai khéch hang khong mubn tan dung han mirc ti dung mdi. Néu co mudn gitt han mitc tin dung ¢ mirc hién
thoi, xin hily goi cho phong Pai dién Cham soc Khach hang ctia chiing t6i, hodic guri lai cho ching t6i mau don phia dudi.

Trén trong,
Michael Hunt

Giam dbc Bo phan Chim séc Khach hang
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S6 tai khoan: 0003 4572 0990 2765

Toi mubn/ khong mudn chip nhan dé nghi han mirc tin dung m6i 1 10.000 béang,
Hay hay thu nay néu quy khéch da chip nhan 16i dé nghi ciia ching toi.
Ban dang doc truyén Tin D6 Shopping Oanh Tac Manhattan dwoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chuwong 7

NEW YORK! Téi s& chuyén di New York! New York!

Moi thir da thay d6i. Day L Iy do tai sao Luke lai bi mat nhur vay. Chiing t6i da tro chuyén vui ve that lau & dam cudi, va Luke da giai thich moi didu véi
61, bdng nhién moi thir tré nén dé hiéu. Hoa ra anh sap m6 vin phong moi ctia Hang truyén thong Brandon & New York, lién két v6i dai gia quang c4o
Michael Ellis ¢ tru s6 tai Washington. Va Luke s& dén do giy dyng van phong. Anh d n6i muon ri t6i ctng di - nhung anh biét t6i s& khong mudn tir
b6 su nghiép ctia minh chi & bam dudi anh. Vi thé - day 1 chi tiét hay nhét - anh d& n6i chuyén véi vai ngudi & dai truyén hinh, va bao t6i c6 thé duge
nhan vao m chuyén gia tai chinh trén mot kénh truyén hish M. N6i tom lai, anh ndi toi ¢ thé “phat 1én” vi ngudi My rat thich giong Anh. Hién nhién I
mot nha san xudt da mudn moi t6i Bim viée ngay khi chi moi xem mdt cudn bang Luke giri cho anh ta. Diéu d6 khong phai rat tuyét sao?

Lydo anha 4y khong néi gi trude ddy 12 vi anh khong mudn toi nubi hy vong tru6e khi moi viée chic chin. Nhung bay gio' 15 rang I tht ca cac nha dau
déu da san sang, moi ngudi déu lac quan va hy vong thong qua lan cudi cung throng vy nay cang som cang ot. Cong ty cia Michael Ellis quang cao cho
hau hét cac cong ty tai chinh Ion - va anh Ay da néi véi tht ca bon ho vé cong ty moi ndy. Vi viy Luke s& c6 hang dong khach hang tiém néing, ngay ca
true khi anh 4y thue sy bat dau.

Va biét sao khong? Chiing t6i s& dén d6 trong vong ba ngy nita! Vui qua! Luke s& hop v&i mdt vai ngudi hiu thuan ctia anh - con ti s& di phong Vvin
bén truyen hinh va khim pha thanh pho nay. Cha o, that thi vi. CHi trong vong bay muoi hai gio dong ho nira t0i s& c6 miit ¢ do. O New York. Thanh
pho khong bao gio ngl. Thanh pho...

“Becky nay?”

Chét tiét. Ngay 1ap tirc t61 tap trung tr6 lai va voi mim cudi that troi. Toi dang ngdi trong trudng quay cua chuyén muc “Morning Coffee™, lam cong viée
dbi thoai truc tuyen qua dién thoai nhur thurong 18, va ¢6 Jane goi tir Lincoln dang ¢b ging giai thich trén dién thoai ring c6 ta mudn mua bat dong san
nhung khong biét nén chon loai hinh nao.

Oi, vi Chtia. P4 bao nhiéu Ian t6i phai giai thich sur khach nhau gjita ké hoach thanh toan cac khoan ng mua bat dong san va chinh sach bao hiém nhan
tho rdi nhi? Ban biét ddy, d6i khi cong viéc ndy c6 thé rat thi vi, nghe moi ngudi ndi vé van dé ciia ho va ¢b ging gitip ho, nhung nhitng lin khac thi -
thanh thyre ma ndi - nd ciing chin ngit nhur cong viée & to Successful Saving trude ddy. Y 61 3, lai bat dong san sao? Toi chi mudn hét Ién, “C6 khong
xem chirong trinh tudn trudc 427

“Vang, chi Jane nay!” t6i noi, cb ging khong ngap. “Chi ¢6 Iy khi lo king v& cac khoan dén bu phai tra cho ngudi cho vay khi chi mubn chudc lai tai san
camco trude thoi han.”

Khi n6i, d4u 6c t6i lai bit dau mién man trdi dén New York. Ctr thir nghi s xem. Chiing t6i s& ¢6 mdt can hd ¢ Manhattan. Trong khu cin hd cao cip
Upper East Side - hay ¢6 € 6 ddu do thu vi nhu Greenwich Village. Pting rol! Cho d6 chi co hoan hao tré 1én.

Thanh thye i ndi, toi chura timg nghi dén viée t6i va Luke sdng chung... trm, ¢6 & da tir au Fim rdi. Too tw hoi néu ching toi vin & London thi ¢6 1§
ching t6i s& khong bao gid m vay. Y t6i 1, day qua a mdt budc tién Ion, ding khong nhi? Nhung nhur Luke noi, day i co hoi ca doi nguoi cho ca hai
ching t6i. N6 i diém khoi ddu m6i hoan toan. D6 I nhing chiéc taxi mau vang va nhimg tda nha choc troi, nha m phim Woody Allen va bd phim
Breakfast at Tiffany's.

Picuky la d mic dui chira timg dt chén dén New York, t6i da c6 thé cam thiy mdi lién hé than thue ndo d6 véi thanh phd nay. Chéng han nhur t6i
thich mon sushi - va d6 1 mén an ctia New York, ding khong nhi? Toi thurong xem séri hai Friends, ngoai trir t6i hom d6 6i di choi. Va ca séri hai
Cheers nira. (Ngoai trir viéc bay gior nghf lai thi n6 dwoc lam & Boston. Tuy nhién, ciing gidng nhau ca thoi, thire su 1 vay.)

“Thyc ra thi Jane a, du chi mua cdi gl,” t6i lo mo ndi. “Dund fa... mot... mbt can hd kép ¢ Fifth Avenue... hay mot can ho khong c6 thang miy ¢ East
Village... chi ciing phai toi da hda strc manh ctia dong d6 la. Picu nay c6 nghia 1a...”

Toi dirng lai khi thiy ca Emma va Rory déu nhin t6i la Am
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“Becky nay, Jane dang dinh mua mot can hg lién vach & Skegness,” Emma noi.
“Va chiic chéin | ddng bang Anh chir?”” Rory n6i, nhin xung quanh nhur thé tim sw ddng tinh. “Bing khong nhi?”

“Puoc 1di, vang,” t6i nhanh nhau n6i. “R6 rang 1 t6i chi dang Ay nhitng c4i ndy Bm vi du. Céc nguyén Iy vn dugc 4p dung dit chi dinh mua nha & bat
ctr noi ndo. London, New York, Skegness...”

“Va tinh trén dOng tién cuia qubc gia do, t0i ¢ I ching ta phéi két thic tai day,” Emma noi. “Hy vong rang diéu do s& gityp ich cho chi, Jane a, va mdt in
nita cdm on Becky Bloonwood, chuyén gia tai chinh ctia chiing ta... Becky, chi c6 thé danh thoi gian n6i nhiing 101 cudi cling voi khan gia dugce khong?”

“Van 1 101 nhén nhit nhur thurong 18,7 t61 ndi, cudi than thién voi may quay. “Hay chiim soc tién ctia ban...”
“Va tién ctia ban s& chiim séc ban,” tat ca moi ngudi déu nghiém tic dong thanh.

“Va thong diép d6 da két thiic churong trinh ciia ching 61, Emma néi. “Hen giip lai quy vi trong chirong trinh ngdy mai, giéi thidu vé bo ba gido vién dén
tir Teddington...”

... trd chuyén véi ngudi dan ong trd thanh dién vién xiéc & tudi 65...” Rory noi.

“... va trao gidi thurong 5.000 bang Anh trong tro choi "Nao hly cting du doan!" Xin chao tam biét!”

Im king hoan toan - rdi moi ngudi bét dau th gidin khi nghe tiéng nhac hiéu ctia chuong trinh bit dAu vang 1én am i tir loa.

“Vay 14 - Becky & - chi s& di New York hay dai khéi thé, ding khong?”” Rory néi.

“Ding vAy,” t61 n6i, cudi vui vé véi anh dy. “Chéc khoang hai tun!”

“That tuyét!” Emma ndi. “Sao lai nhu vay?”

“O, t6i khong biét....” Toi nhin vai bang quo. “Chi 1 y nghi nhét thoi.”

Toi chua ké v6i ai trong 8kip Morming Coffee vé viée t6i s& chuyén dén New York. Thue ra d6 1 16 khuyén ctia Luke. Chi i d& phong,

“Becky nay, t6i mu6r1 16i chuyén rét nhanh gon thoi,” trg 1y san xueflt Zelda n6i va héi hé vao trurong quay cam theo mot sb gléy td. “Hop dong moi ctia
cc} da san sang d¢ ky két, nhung t6i can noi qua voi c6. Co mot dieu khodn moi vé viée dai dién cho hinh anh ctia ca dai.” Co ay ha giong. “Sau tat ca su
¢0 vdi Gido su Janie.”

“Ding vay,” t1 noi, day vé cam thong, Giao su Jamie 14 chuyén gia tur van kién thirc cho chwong trinh Morning Coffee. Hay chi it da tirmg nhur vay, cho
dén théng trude, khi to The Daily World viét mdt bai diéu tra 6ng trong sé ri “Ho c6 diing nhur vé bé ngoai?” vach trn s that ring ong ay hoan toan
khong phai 1 gido su. Thue ra dng ta ching ¢6 hoc vi g, ngoai trir céi bang rémnua duo‘c tir truong “Pai hoc Oxbridge.” Tét ca miy to bao khé nho
ndy thu thip cac chuyén va khong ngimg dang cac burc anh 6ng doi chiéc mil ira bang gidy trong chwong trinh tir thién trén truyén hinh néim ngodi. Thyc
long t6i cam thay thurong 6ng, boi ong da tirng dua ra nhitng 16i khuyén rat hay.

Va t6i hoi ngac nhién khi & The Daily World lai 4c ¥ dén thé. Thc ra bén thén t6i da timg viét cho t& The Daily World mdt hai lan, va da luon nghiho
kha biet dicu, néu xét vé mot t& bao kho nhé.

“N6 & khong mat dén nam phit dau,” Zelda néi. “Chiing ta ¢6 thé vio phong riéng ctia t6i.”

“Um...” t6i n6i, va do dur. B vi t6i thure sur khong mu6n ky bat ky céi gi lic ndy. Khong thé, khi toi dang co y dinh thay aoi cong viéc. “Thyc sy 61 hoi

voi mdt chit.” Piéu nay 1a dting vi toi pha1 dén van phong ctia Luke vao 12h, va rdi bt dAu chuin bi moi thir sén sang cho chuyén di New York. (Ha!
Ha-ha!) “C6 thé doi dén khi toi quay vé duoc khong?”

“OK.,” Zelda noi. “Khdng vin dé gi.” C6 Ay lai ct cai hop ddng vao phong bi méu ndu va mim cudi voi toi. “Di vui vé nhé. Nay, ¢d biét ddy, ¢o phéi
mua samkhi & d6 nhé.”

“Mua sim 2" T6i ndi et nhur thé c&i y dinh ndy chira timg xut hién trong dAu toi. “Vang, t6i nghii minh c6 thé m véy.”

“U’ nhi?” Emma n6i. “C6 khong thé dén New York ma khong mua sdm! Mic di t6i nghi Becky s& néi chiing ta nén c6 ké boach tiét kiém tién thay vi

mua sam.”

C0 dy cuoi vui vé, Zelda cling hia theo. Va ti mim cuoi lai v6i ho, hoi cam thiy khong thoai méi. Khong hiéu sao tat ¢ nhitng ngudi trong ékip
Morning Coffee déu nghi t6i tiéu tien rat cd ké hoach - va rang t6i khong c6 van d€ gi voi tién bac. Tuy nhién, t61 khong nghi dieu nay thuc su quan
trong,

“Mot ké hoach tiét kién tat nhién 2 mot y kién hay...” t6i nghe chinh minh dang néi. “Nhung nhur t6i van thuong néi, thinh thoang mua sim ciing ching hai
gi mien 1a ban bam vao ngn sach.”



“Vay d6 1a viéc co s€ [am sao?” Emma quan tdm héi. “Lap ngan sach cho riéng minh sao?”’

“O, chiic chén nhur vay,” t6i n6i vé thong théi. “D6 1a cach duy nhét.”

Diéu ny hoan toan ding. Y t0i &, 10 rang t6i dang dinh ip cho minh mdt quy riéng dé mua simkhi dén New York. TOi s& djt ra nhitng dinh mirc kha
thi va s& bam bao d6. N6 s rit don gian.

Migc di thé vige t0i s& am 1 i nhitng dinh mirc kha rong rai va lish hoat. B6i vi s& ludn B y hay néu dé ra mdt vai khoan dé phong nhimg trudng hop
khan cap hay dot xuat nao do.

“C6 that qué chin chu!” Emma noi, Fic i dau. “Va d6 1 Iy do tai sao co a chuyén gia tai chinh toi thi khong...” Emma ngang lén, mdt ngwoi giao bénh
sandwich di dén chd ching t61 voi khay banh sandwich. “Oi tuyét qua! Toi dang sap chét doi! Toi s& an... thit nudng va 1€ tau.”

“Con t6i s& an ca nglr va ngd ngot,” Zelda noi. “Becky nay, ¢6 mudn an gi?””

“Thit bd hun khoi va lba mach den,” t6i n6i tw nhién. “Tron véi xdt madonne.”

“T6i khong nghi ho lammdn d6,” Zelda néi, nhan tran. “Ho lam sa lat giam bong...”

“Rdi mdt banh mi tron. Kem pho mat va lox (Ca hdi hun khoi). Thém mdt soda.”

“Nude soda, y ¢d 1a thé dung khong?”” Zelda noi.

“Lox I cai gl viy?”” Emnma ban khodn hoi - va t6i vo nhur khong nghe thay. Toi thire sur khong chéc Lox 1 céi gi - nhung & New York ngudi ta dn mon
nay, vithé chac chan nd phai ngon roi.

“Dund | mon gi di nira,” ngudi giao banh sandwich n6i, “t6i ciing khong c6 mon do. C6 c6 thé an pho mét, ca chua va mdt goi hula Hoops.”

“OK,” t0i n6i mién cudng ri tho tay Hy vi. Khi t0i lm vy, déng thur t0i ly sang nay roi ra khoi i rdi roi xubng san nha. Toi v0i v thu chd thr i, nhét
chiing vao céi ti dung do ctia ctra hiu Conran, hy vong khong ai nhin thay ching, Nhung Rory khé chiu kia lai nhin thang vao mt toi.

“Nay Becky,” anh ta ndi va cudi ho hd. “Cé phai toi vira nhin thiy mdt c4i hoa don no tién khong?””

“Khong!” t6i lap tirc tra 101, “Tat nhién 1 khong! D6 1a... thiép sinh nhat. Mot céi thiép sinh nhét tréu dua. Cho ké ton cta ti. D sao toi ciing phai chay
di day. Chao!”

OK, véy la didu d6 khong ding. Do la mot cai hoa don no tién. Thanh thyc I 161 miy ngiy vira qua t6i nhan dugc vai cai hoa don tién no ma 6 dinh
bung ln tranh dén khi ndo c6 tién it s thanh toan. Nhung y t6i 13, cude song cta t6i c6 nhidu chuyén quan trong hon méy cai thong bao thanh toén lan
chot o hoi. Vai thang nita t6i s& sdng & bén kia Pai Tay Duong, Toi sap trd thinh mdt ngdi sao truyén hinh M

Luke n6i t6i s& ¢6 thé kiém duoc gip hai & My cho cting cong vice t6i dang lAm ¢ day. Néu khong n6i la con nhiéu hon nita! Vi thé: vai cai hdéa donré
tien cling chang 1a gi, dung khong nhi? M6t vai dong bang ng dong ciing khong the pha hong gide ngi cua t61 khi i mdt cong dén song trong mot can ho
dat tién va tién nghi & dai 1§ Park.

Chia oi, chdc chin diéu d6 s& am cho gi John Gavin kinh khing d6 phét dién én. Ci thir tudng tuong b mit anh ta khi t0i di vao n6i v6i anh ta réng
minh sap trd thanh phat thanh vién méi cia CNN, voi mirc hrong gap sau lan rong cuia anh ta. Dicu d6 s€ day cho anh ta mdt bai hoc dau don. Cuoi
cung t6i cling mo 14 thr thir nhat ma anh ta gri sang nay, va thure sy né lam t6i kha buon. Anh ta cd y gi khi néi “mirc ng vuot ngudng” chit? Anhta co y
g khi n6i “uru dai ddc biét” chir? Ban biét day, Derek Smeath s& khong bao gity d6i xir thd 16 véi toi nhur vay, khong bao gidy trong ca triéu nam téi.
Luke dang hop khi t6i dén, nhung OK théi vi 61 khong ngai di budn chuyén dau. Toi thich dén tham van phong Hang truyén thong Brandon - thye ra thi
t6i cting hay ghé vao choi, chi vi bau khong khi ¢ d6. Mot noi rat tuyét - san g0 vang bong, dén chim va ghe sofa hop thoi, moi nguoi di di lai lai tap nap
va nang dong. Ho thuong & lai lam rat mudn, ngay ca khi khong can thict - va khoang 7h t6i ai d6 thirong md mot chai rugu roi chuyén quanh cho moi
nguoL

Hom qua la sinh nhat Mel, trg Iy ctia Luke nén t6i mang cho ¢6 Ay mdt mén qua. Thyc sy t6i rat hai long v6i mon qua ny - mot doi dém tua lung tuyt
dep & ctra hiéu Conran - va khi dua tii do, t6i nghe c6 ay reo én sung sudng, “Oi Becky! Chi khong can lam vay dau!”

“Chi mudn m thé ma!” Toi troi cudi ngdi 1én ban im viée ctia Mel khi ¢6 Ay dang trim trd khen ngoi. “Vay tin ttrc mdi nhét | gi?”

O, ban khong thé cudng lai mot tin don | hay. Mel dat tii do xuong ly ra mot hop keo bo cimg, 16i ching t0i hd hoi budn nhing chuyén mdi ngy nhur
moi ngay. Toi nghe tit ca moi chuyén vé cude hen khiing khiép v6i anh chang i t& mi me c6 au dang ra sirc gan ghép, va cd 4y nghe t6i ké moi chuyén
vé dam cudi ctia Tom. Roi ¢d Ay ha giong va bt dau nhdi nhét cho t6i dii chuyén thi phi chdn cong so.

C0 dy ké cho t0i nghe moi thir vé hai 6 € tn khong noi chuyén véi nhau ké tir ngly ca hai cing méic dén chd lam céi 4o khoéc giong nhau higu Next
nhung khong ai chiu céira - va c6 gai lam & phong ké toan vira tro lai lam sau thoi gian nghi dé, sang nao cting nén nhung khong chiu thira nhén.

“Va day 14 tin trc ndng hoi nhat!” c6 4y ndi, dua cho t6i hop keo bo cimg. “Em ngd ring Alicia dang hen ho trong vin phong.”



“Khong!” Toi nhin ¢6 Ay kinh ngac. “That sao? Véi ai?”

“Vé6i Ben Bridges.”

To6i nhén mit, ¢b ging dinh hinh cai tén d6.

“Ga moi vao, trude day lam ¢ Coupland Foster Bright.”

“Anh ta w?” T6i nhin Mel chim chim. “Thit sa0?”’

Phai ndi 4 t6i rét ngac nhién. Anh ta rat ngot ngao nhung hoi thip bé va huénh hoang. Khong phai tuyp nguoi ctia Alicia.

“Thinh thoang em thiy ho di cting nhau, dai loai con thi thdm nira. Homno Alicia néi dén chd nha si- nhung khi em dén nha hing Rachetts thi ho ciing
dang & d6 bi mat an trua ciing nhau.”

C6 4y ngimg lai khi Luke xuat hién trudc cira ra vao & phong anh, anh vira budc ra cling nguoi dan éng niic 4o so mi tim
“Mel nay, goi taxi cho 6ng Mallory dugc chi?”’

“Tét nhién r0i, thua 6ng Luke,” Mel ndi, chuyén sang giong ctia ¢b thur ky biét viée. C6 dy cam dién thoai Ién, chiing t6i mim cudi véi nhau rdi di vao
phong lam viée clia Luke.

Phong ciia anh 4y thit sang trong, T6i uon quén 1 anh hoanh trang dén mirc ndo. Anh iy c6 mdt c4i ban kim viéc bong 1on bang gb thich do nha thiét ké
doat giai ndo d6 cta Pan Mach thiet ke, va trén cac gia sach & hoc twong dang sau la cac giai thuong PR sang chdi cua anh.

“Em cAm Jy ndy,” anh n6i v dua cho t6i mdt tap gidy to. Trén cling 12 4 thur ciia ai d6 tén 1 “Howski va Forlano, Luét sur Phu trach Nhp cur ctia Hoa
Ky,” va khi nhin thay dong chit “ke hoach nhap nhu vao Hoa Ky ctia quy vi,” cam giac phan khich trong t6i lan ca dén nhiing dau ngon tay.

“Dié}l ndy thue swr dang dién ra sa0?”” t6i n6i, di bd vé phia canh cira sb chay doc cin phong nhin xudng duong phd tp ndp dudi kia. “Ching minh thire
su sap di New York sao?”

“Anh dat vé may bay rSL” anh ndi, nhoén mi¢ng cudi voi toi.
“Anh biét y em mu6n n6i gi ma.”
“Anh rat hiéu y em mu6n n6i gi,” anh dap lai 101 t6i roi quang tay om Iy toi. “Va n6 s& rat thi vi.”

Ching ti dimg d6 mdt lc, ca hai ching t6i, nhin xubng duong phd London ban ron dudi kia. Thit kho ¢6 thé tin duge 1 toi dang dinh bo i tat ca
nhitng thir nay dé song & mot dat nude khac. Hao hirc va tuyét voi, nhung cling hoi dang so.

“Anh ¢6 thue sy nghi em s€ kiém dugc viee & do khong?” T6i ndi, nhu mHi An t6i gap anh trong sudt tudn qua. “Anh nghi em s€ tim duoc viéc that
chu?”

“Tét nhién em s& tim duroc viée.” Anh n6i chéic chén va tuy tin, toi cam thay thu gidin trong vong tay anh. “Ho s& yéu quy em thoi. Em tai néing va quyén ri,
va emdén voi mot bang dai thanh tich... khong con ban khoén gi nita.” Anh hon t6i va 6m t6i thét chat. Poan anh di ra ban lam viéc, nhén tran lo dang,
va md tap tai liéu do so dan mac “New York.” Chang c6 gi ngac nhién khi n6 16n dén vay. Hom trurde anh da ké cho t6i rang anh dang lurdng téi mot
phi vu lam &n & New York trong ba nim. Ba nam troi!

“Emkhong thé tin dwoc anh da 1én ké hoach kim viéc ndy lau dén thé ma khdng bao gidr ndi voi emy,” t6i néi, nhin anh nguéch ngoac viét gi d6 trén mot bi
thur.

“Umm,” Luke dép. Toi ghi tip gidy to trong tay chéit hon va thé thit sdu. Trong subt mdt khoang thoi gian toi luon mudn ndi diu gi o, va bay g a thoi
diém tot hon bao gio het.

“Luke ndy, anh s& lim gi néu em khong mudn di New York?”

Mot quéing im Eing, ching c6 gi ngoai tiéng mdy tinh kéu.

“Anh biét 3 em mudn di,” cudi cling Luke ciing Ién tiéng, “D6 1a budc di tiép theo 13 rang clia em.”
“nhung ... néu em khong muén thi sao?” Toi cin mdi. “Anh van s& di New York chir?” Luke tho dai.
“Becky nay - em thire sy mudn di New York ding khong?”

“Dng! Em rat mudn di”

“Vay em hoi nhitng cau néu’ dé am gichu? bidu quan trong la em mudn di, anh mudn di... moi thir déu that hoan hao.” Anh mim cudi vii t6i va dat bt
xuong. “Bo me em the nao r6i?”



“Ho... 6n ca,” toi hrdng hyr. “Ho gin nhur bt dAu quen v6i ¥ trdng nay roi.”

Diéu nay 16i chung cting ding. Phai cong nhén | ho da kha sdc khi nghe i n6i. L& ra t6i nén gi6i thiéu Luke vdi ho trude khi thong béo tin kia. Boi vi
sur Viéc’dién ra nhtr/thé nz‘lya 161 vOi va vao nha - bo me van con mic do di du cudi, ngdi udng tra va xem churong trinh Countdown - t6i tat tivi roi vui vé
ndi, “bd, me, con sap chuyén di New York véi Luke!”

Roi thi me chi nhin bd va n6i, “Oi. Graham. Con bé di rdi.”

Me n6i viy nhung y ba khong phai thé - du vay t6i khong chic Em

RO hg thyc sy da gap Luke, anh ké v6i ho v& ké hoach ctia minh va gidi thich vé nhing co hdi im vige & kénh truyén hinh My danh cho t0i - va 0 c6
thé thay nu cuoi cﬁa’mf: nhat dan. Mat ba c6 vé cui dan xudng, nét miit u budn bao trim Ién ca khuon mit. Nhung ba khong muon dé 10 ra. Ba chi pha
tra, doi tay hoi run ray, roi ldy mét it banh quy - doan quay lai phia t6i cudi rang 18, va ndi, “Me da luon nghi con s&€ hop véi New York, Becky a. B6 1a
noi hoan hao danh cho con.”

T61 nhin ba dam dam, dt nhién nhin ra minh dang n6i chuyén gi. Ra diva séng xa nha hang ngan dam, xa bd me 61, va... toan bd cudc séng cua toi,
ngoai trir khong phai xa Luke.

“BS me.... bd me s& thuong xuyén dén tham con nhé,” t6i n6i, giong hoi run run.

“Chéc chdn ching ta s& im vay, con yéu a! Ludn [ thé.”

Ba ndm chit tay t6i va nhin xa xdm - r0i ching toi trd lai phong khéch, khong ndi thém gi vé chuyén nay nia.

Nhung séang hom sau, khi ching t6i xudng durdi nha an sang, bd me dang mai mé chii dAu vao miu quang cdo vé cac goiky nghi ¢ Florida trén to
Sunday Times ma hai nguoi ndi du sao cling da nghit dén tir lau. Chiéu hom do6 khi ching t6i rdi di, ho van dang cai nhau hing hon khong bict Disneyland
0 Florida c6 hay hon Disneyland ¢ California khong - méc du toi tinh co duge bict khong ai trong hai nguoi da tirng dét chan dén Disneyland trong suot
cudc doi minh.

“Becky nay, anh phai lam viéc tlep day,” Luke n6i, cat ngang dong suy nghi cua t0i. “Ngay mai la 1€ khai trurong quiy mdi ctia Scottish Prime, va anh c6
rat nhiéu viée phai im”” Anh nhic dién thoai Ién va quay s6. “Anh s& gip lai em t6i nay nhé, OK?'

“OK.,” t6i n6i, van di cham ri doc theo cira s. Rdi chot nhé ra, t6i quay lai. “Nay, anh da nghe néi gi vé Alicia chura?”
“C ay lim sa0?” Luke cau miy véi cai dng nghe dién thoai roi dit n xudng,

“Mel dang nghi ngd c6 4y c¢6 quan hé tinh 4i! V6i Ben Bridges! Anh c6 tin chuyén d6 khong?”
“Thanh thue anh khong tin,” Luke ndi, gb ban phim may tinh. “Anh khong thé.”

“Véy anh nghil chuyén gi dang dién ra?” Téi ngdi Ién ban nhin anh hao hirc.

“Emyéu...” Luke nhin nai ndi. “Anh thyc sy phéi lam viéc.”

“Anh khéng quan tim a?”

“Khong. Mién i ho 1am cong viée ctia minh.”

“Con nguoi quan trong hon cong viée ctia ho,” toi trach moc. Nhung Luke tham chi khong nghe.
Anh ¢6 cai nhin bang quan va xa lanh voi xung quanh khi tap trung vao cong viée.

“uoc 101, 161 n6i, va dao mit mdt vong, “Gap anh sau nhé.”

Khi tdi di ra, Mel khong ¢6 ¢ ban im viéc - nhung Alicia thi dang dtmg d6 trong b vest den lich lim méu den, nhin chéim chiim vao dong gidy 0. Mat
¢0 ta ¢d vé d6 hon binh thurong, va toi tyr curoi ric rich trong bung khong bict liéu ¢ phai ¢6 ta vira du yém véi Ben khong,

“Chao Alicia,” t6i lich sy néi. “Chi khoe khong?”

Alicia giat minh, nhanh chéng gip bat ké 1 cai gi c6 ta dang doc lai - va nhin t6i v6i thai d6 rét la cir nhur teher d4u t6i vira moc ra hai céi stmg vdy.
“Becky 3,” ¢6 ta ndi chim rii. “Véng, t6i khong bao gid. C6 dy chinh I chuyén gia tai chinh. Bac thiy vé& quan Iy tién!”

Alicia 1am sao vAy? Tai sao cai gi ¢ ta n6i ciing nhur thé ¢6 ta dang choi mdt trd ngu ngbe ndo do6 thé?

“Vang,” t6i noi. “Chinh 1 t6i. Mel chay di dau r6i?”



Khi t6i dén gan ban ciia Mel, t6i cam thdy chéc chén minh da dé thir gi trén d6. Nhung t6i khong chic d6 i ci gi. Toi c6 camtheo 6 khong nhi?
“Co Ay di an trua 101, Alicia néi. “C6 dy cho t6i xem qua chi ting. Rét sanh diéu.”

“Camon,” t6i ndi cut Iin.

“Vay 13,” c6 ta cuoi nhat. “Toi duogc biét chi sép bamtheo Luke sang New York. C6 ban trai giau chic thich im nhi.”

Chua o1, ¢6 ta 1a con bo cai! Co ta s&€ khong bao gio ndi nhu vay trude mét Luke.

“Thre ra t6i khong 'bam theo' Luke,” toi vui vé tra diia. “Toi phai di gip nit rit nhiéu nha san xuét truyén hinh. D6 14 chuyén di hoan toan doc lap.”
“Nhung...” Alicia nhéin mt trdm tur. “Chj bay bang tién ctia cong ty, diing khong?”

“Khong! Téi tir tra tién.”

“T6i chi thic mic thoil”” Alicia gio tay Ién ddy tiéc nudi. “Vay chic chi di vui vé nhé!” C6 ta thu don ddng gidy t& nhét ching vao cap tai lidu rdi dong sap
lai. “To6i phai di r6i. Chao.”

“Gip ¢b sau,” t0i ndi va nhin c6 ta di voi v vé phia thang nay.
Toi dtng d6 gin ban am viée ctia Mel thém vai gidy, van ban khoan khong biét toi da dé cai quai gi lai d6. Oi, t6i khong chéc né ¢6 thé quan trong.

T6i vé nha thiy Suze & hanh lang, dang ndi chuyén dién thoai. Mt c6 do bimg va giong n6i run rdy, ngay 1ap tirc i cam thiy c6 diéu gi khimg khiép
vira xay ra. Toi so hii nhiu méy voi ¢d 4y - va ¢o 4y gat dau lia lia, vira gt dau vira n6i, “Vang,” va “Toi hiéu,” va “khi nao s& bét dau viée d6 a?”

Toi ng61 sup xudng ghé, cam thiy lo Fing dén bun rin. C6 Ay dang ni dén viée gi thé nhi? Mot 1€ tang ching? Mot cude phiu thuat ndo? Ngay khi t6i
quyeét dinh roi di thi chuyén nay lai xay ra.

“Do4n xem chuyén g ndo?” C6 Ay run réy noi khi dat dién thoai xudng, va t6i nhay dung lén.

“Suze ndy, minh s& khong di New York nita dau,” t6i néi, va hip tip nim By tay c6. “Minh s& & bén cau gitip cau vuot qua dit i chuyén gi di ching
nira. Cé ai vira moL.. mat a?”

“Khong,” Suze stmg sot n6i, con toi nin king.

“Caubj 6ma?”

“Khong, khong, Bex a, ddy 1 mdt tin vui! Minh chi... khong tin ni.”
“Um, vy i chuyén gi? D6 1a chuyén gi vay Suze?”

“Minh vira duoc dé nghi phu trach mdt dong san pham riéng ctia minh & Hadleys. Cau biét ddy, cai siéu thi 4y.” C6 4y lc dau khong tin. “Ho muén minh
thiet ké ca mdt dong san pham! Khung anh, lo hoa, d6 van phong pham... bat ctr thir gi minh nudn!”

“Oi, Chéa oil” Toi dua tay kn bit migng, “Thét tuyét voil”

“Cai gi ban ndy goi dién, bit ngd, ndi ring nhn vién thim do thi truong ciia 6ng ta da theo ddi strc ban mét hang khung anh ciia minh. RS rang ho chua
tirng chirng kién dicu gi nhur the!'

“Oi Suze!”

“Minh khong nghi moi chuyén lai tién trién t6t dep nhu viy.” Suze van con chua hét soc. “Ga ndy goi d6 a mot hign trong! Moi nguoi trong nganh cong
nghiép nay déu dang ban tan vé nd. RS rang la céi ctra hiéu duy nhat ban khong chay lam 14 cai ctra hiéu nam cach xa day nhieu dam. Finchley hay cho
ndo d6.”

“Ding rdi,” t6i mo hd n6i. “Minh khong nghi da timg dén ctra hang d6.”

“Nhung 6ng ta ni d6 chéc chi i mot diém séng nho - boi tit ca cac cira hang khic, & Fulam, Notting Hill va Chelsea, déu phét trién manh.” C6 dy
cuoi e then. “Ro rang 13 trong cira hang Gifts and Goodies, ¢ gdc dang kia, d6 ctia minh van ban chay nhat!”

“U, minh khong ngac nhién!” t6i tan thudng. “Dé dang nhan thé}: khung anh ctia ciu la thir dep nhét trong ctra hang do. D& dang 1 thir dep nhét.” Toi
vong tay 6m lay c6 ay. “Minh rat ty hao vé cau, Suze a. Minh van biét cdu s€ 1a ngbi sao ma.”

“Uim, minh s& khong bao gios lam dugc viée nay néu khong nhdy ¢6 cau! Y minh i, chinh cAu da gip minh ngay tir khi bét dau im khung énh...” Bong
nhién Suze gan nhu bat khdc. “Oi Bex, thye sy minh s& rat nhd cau day!”

“Minh biét,” t6i n6i, can cin moi. “Minh ciing thé.”



Ching t6i im king mdt lic, va thure Iong t6i nghi minh ¢6 thé khc ngay duroc bét cir i ndo. Nhung thay vao d6, toi hit mot hoi that sau va nging lén.
“Nay, céu chi phai mo mdt chi nhanh & New York I3 xong.”

“Dling vay!” Suze n6i, mit sang bimg Ién. “Diing thé, minh 6 thé am nhu vay, ding khong nhi?”
“Tét nhién, cau c6 thé. Cau s& sém ndi tiéng khip ca thé giéi.” Toi omcd dy. “Nao, ching minh s& ra ngoai an mimng t6i nay.”

“Oi Bex 0i, minh rét mudn di,” Suze noi, “nhung minh khong the. Minh phai i Scotland. Thc ra ... C6 4y nhin dong ho, va mit phyng phiu. “Oi, minh
khong nghi 13 mudn dén the. Tarquin sdp dén roi.”

“Tarquin ciing dén day 42" t6i stmg s6t noi. “Bay gior 42"

Tarquin i anh ho cta Suze va la mbt trong nhiing nguoi glaunhat Anh Qudc. (Anh ta ciing 1y mot trongnhungngu:m n mic xAu nhét.) Anh ta rit ngot
ngao nhung t01 chura tirng bao gio chii y dén anh ta - cho dén mot ngay, vai thang trudc, chung t6i ¢6 mot budi ti hen ho diy ngrong nghiu. Ngay ca
nhimg ky trc vé nd cting khién t6i khong thoai méi. V& co ban, cude hen do dién ra tot dep (it nhat I3, tot dep ngay ca khi t6i khong nhan thiy anh ta hép
dan hay c6 ba‘g ky diém chung gi vdi t6i) - cho dén khi Tarquin bat gap t6i liéc nhin quyén sd séc clia anh ta. hay chi it, t6i nghi anh ta da m vay. Toi
khong dam chéc anh ta nhin thay diéu gi - va thanh thue, t6i khong c6 hirng thi kham pha.

“Minh dura anh 4y dén nha di minh dyr bita tiéc gia dinh than nit,” Suze néi. “O d6 bon minh 1 nhitng nguoi duy nhit dudi 90 tudi.”

Khi ¢6 4y voi vi vao phong minh, chudng cira reo va ¢d 4y goi vong ra, “Cau m cira dwoc khong Bex? C6 1§ i anh y.”

Oi Chiia oi. Oi Chiia oi. Toi thyre sy khong cam thdy sn sang lam viéc nay.

C6 ging lamra bo vo tu, t6i mo cira vui vé chao, “Tarquin!”

“Becky!” anh ta n6i, nhin t6i chiim chim nhut hé t6i | bau vat bi mét tich ctia Tutankhamen.

Trong anh ta xwong xuong va ky la chua timg thiy, voi cai 4o len dan tay mau xanh la cay ng& ngn nhdi bén dudi cai 4o gilé bang vai tuyt, va mot chiée
dong hd qua quyt cumemdaltuonghmglangounquan Toi rét tiéc, nhung chiic chéin ngudi dan ong gidu thir 15 & Anh, hay duanh ta 14 gi di nira, thi
ciing nén mua mdt cai déng hd moi dep d& hiéu Timex chi nhi?

“Véng - anh vao nha di a,” toi von v, dua tay ra chao kiéu chii nh hang ngudi Y.

“Tuyét,” Tarquin ndi rdi theo ti vao phong khéch. Mot khoang kng vung vé giita ching t6i khi t0i ché anh ta ngdi xudng; thuc ra, t0i bt dau cam thiy
thiéu ki€n nhan khi anh ta ngdp nglrng 16n vén quanh phong, Toi chot hi€u anh ta dang cho t6i ngdi xudng nén voi va tha minh xudng chiéc ghe sofa,

“Anh rmudn mdt chiu khong?”’ t6i lich sy héi.
“Hoi sém,” Tarquin n6i, cudi vé khong tur nhién.
(Nhan tién “mdt chau” i cach n6i ctia Tarquin khi ndi dén udng nrou. Va céi quan thi dugc thay bang “hai dng” va... ban c6 thé hinh dung ra rdi ddy.)

Ching t0i i sa vao khoéng im king chét nguoi khéc. Toi khong thé khong nhé dén nhimg chi tiét khing khiép trong cude hen ho Kia - vi nhur khi anh ta
0 hon t61 nhung t6i vo nhur bi cudn hit vao mdt bire tranh gan d6. Oi Chua oi. Quén ngay. Quén ngay.

“Anh... Anh nghe néi emsap chuyén di New York,” Tarquin d6t ngdt n6i, nhin chim chim vao san nha. “C6 dng khong vay?”
“Vang,” t6i n6i, khong thé ép minh nin curdi. “Vang, ké hoach ki nhu vay a.”

“Anh da timg dén New York mdt ln,” Tarquin n6i. “Thuc su thi khong thich n6 lim.”

“Diing,” t6i n6i vé suy xét. “Pring, em tin didu d6. N6 hoi khéc véi Scotland, ding khong a? Pao dién hon rit nhidu...”

“Chinh x4c!” Anh &y reo Ién, nhu thé t6i n6i diéu gi 6 rét sau sic. “N6 ding Ja nhur thé. Rét déo dién. Con ngurdi ¢ d6 thi rét binh thuong, Khé dién,
theo y kién ctia anh.”

So sénh véi ci gi chir? Toi mudn i lai. It nhit ho ciing khong goi nurde 1 “Ho™ va hat nhac Wagner & chd dong nguoi.

Nhung nhur vy thi c6 vé khong duoc tir té im. Vi thé t6i khong n6i gi, va anh 4y ciing khong ndi gi - t6i khi canh cira mo ra, ¢4 hai ching t6i déu nhin
1én day biét on.

“Chao anh,” Suze ndi, dimg & cira. “Tarkie, anh da dén! Nghe ndy, em phéi di ly xe vi t6i hom true da d xe cach ddy miy ddy pho. Em s& bam coi
khi nao quay lai, va ching ta c6 thé khéi hanh. OK?”

“OK.,” Tarquin n6i, git git dau. “Anh s& doi & ddy cing Becky.”



“Thét tuyét!” t6i ndi, cd ging curoi tht twoi tan.

Suze bién mét, t0i vung vé quay ngwdi tai chd, Tarquin dudi hai chén ra nhin chiing chém chéim. O, viéc nay thét nhr tra tin. Chinh hinh anh v& anh ta
lam t6i phat cau - va bong nhién t6i nhdn thay minh phai ndi gi d6 lic nay, hodc t6i s€ bien di New York ma tudt mat co hoi.

“Tarquin ndy,” t6i noi, giong sac lanh. “Co chuyén nay em... em thuc sy mudn néi véi anh. Thye sy em da nmuon noi di€u nay tir [au roi.”

“Gi viy?” Anh ta n6i, dau ngang lén. “Chuyén... chuyén gi vay?” Anh ta lo ing nhin vao mat ti khién toi cam thy hoi cang théing. Nhung gitr da bt dau,
t61 budc phai tiép tuc. Toi phai ndi vdi anh ta sy thét. To6i hit toc ra dang sau va thd sau.

“Céi 4o chui dau,” t6i néi. “Né thue sy khong hop véi cai 4o gilé.

“0,” Tarquin ndi, vé stmg sbt. “Thé 4?”

“Diing thé!” t6i n6i, cam thiy nhe nhdm nhur trit duwoc ganh ning, “Thyc sy... nd rat khing khiép.”
“Anh c6 nén coi nd ra khong?”

“Nén. Thuc ra, anh nén c6i ca cai do gilé kia ra.”

Anh ta ngoan ngoan 16t chiéc 4o chui dAu ra i ¢4 4o gilé ra nita - va thit ngac nhién, trong anh ta kha hon rét nhidu khi chi nic chiéc 4o so'mi mau
xanh. Gan nhur... binh thuong! Roi trong t6i bong day Ién niém cam hirng,

“Doi da!”

To6i vdi vao phong minh tm Ky t6i d6 trén ghé. C6 mdt cai 4o chui dau t0i mua cach dy méy ngiy im qua sioh nhét cho Luke nhung lai phét hign ra
anh ay c6 mit cai y hét nén dinh gilt n6 lai.

“Day!” toi ndi khi quay trd lai phong khach. “Anh mic c4i ndy vao. Cia hing Paul Smith ddy.”

Tarquin chui vao chiéc 40 chui dAu méu den tron, kéo n6 xubng - va that khac biét! Anh ta bit dau trong thue su khac biét.

“Téc ciia anh,” t6i n6i, nhin anh ta soi m6i. “Chiing ta cAn kim cai gi d6 voi méi toc ctia anh.”

Mudi phiit sao t6i Bm uét, sy khd va im mém toc anh voi mdt chit keo mém. Va... t6i khdng can ndi voi ban. D6 1 mot sy bién hinh.

“Tarquin ndy, trong anh rat tuyét!” Toi ndi, va thure su nghil viy. Trong anh 4y van gy gio' xuong nhung bong nhién khong con p di nita, anh dy nhin
ciling... kha thi vi.

“Thét sa0?” Tarquin n6i, nhin lai ban than chdm chim Trong anh ¢6 vé kha sdc, nhung quan trong 1 vé 1u dai anh s& cam on toi.
Tiéng coi 6 t6 kéu vang bén ngoai khién ca hai ching t6i déu gidt minh.

“Um.. Chic anh di vui vé,” ti ndi, bdng nhién cam thay minh nhur me anh 4y. “Sang mai, chi can am udt toc trd lai va bia cée ngdn tay vao trong toc,
nhin n6 s€ OK thoi.”

“Puge 16i,” Tarquin ndi, nhin toi ctr nhur thé t6i vira dua cho anh &y mdt cong thirc toan hoc dai phai ghi nhé. “Anh s& ¢ nhé. Con céi 4o chui dau nay
thi sao? Anh giri tra em qua duong buu dién nhé?”

“Dirng tra lail” t6i so' hi néi. “N6 I ctia anh, hiy gitr Iy n méc. Mot mon qua.
“Camon em,” Tarquin ndi. “Anh... rit biét on em, Becky a.”

Anh 4y tién lai gﬁqthotmvéo 4 t0i, va t6i ong ngdng vO nhe vao tay anh. Khi anh ra khoi cira, t6i cam thiy minh dang hy vong anh s& may nin ¢ bira
tiéc nay, va tim thay ai d6. Anh thyc sy ximg dang duge nhur vay.

Khi nghe tiéng 6 10 ctia Suze di khoi, i tha thin vao bép pha mot cdc tra, bén khoan khong biét lm gi cho hét budi chiéu. Toi cling dinh viét thém mbt
chit cho quyén sach huéng dan cua minh. Nhung mot lwa chon khac lé‘ Xem chuong trinh Manhattan hdm qua Suze ghi bang lai cho t6i, va d6 thuc su s&
1a tu liéu hitu ich cho chuyén di cua t61. Boi vi, suy cho ciing, t6i cling can chuan bi tot.

Toi ubn 6 thé bt tay vao cudn sach khi tir New York tré vé mi. Chinh xac.

Toi vira vui vé ditt cudn bang video viao dau may thi chudng dién thoai reo.

“0, xin chdo,” giong mdt ¢d gai. “Xin 16i vi im phién chi. Xin man phép chi c6 phai i Becky Bloomwood khong a?'

“Ding rdi,” t61 ndi, vai tay Ay chiéc didu khién tir xa.



“Toi Ia Sally,” ¢ gai n6i. “Toi la thur ky mdi & churong trinh Momning Coffee. Hom trurde ching ta d gip nhau roi.
“0, Um... vang!” Toi nhiu may, ¢6 ging nhd lai.

“Ching t6i chi mudn kiém tra xem chi s& & khach san ndo & New York trong trudng hop can lién lac gép.”

“T6i s& & khach san Bén Mia.”

“Bdn... Mia,” Sally cAn than nhic lai. “Tuyét qua.”

“C6 c6 nghi ho ¢ thé mudn t61 am mot phong sur tir New York hay dai loai gi 6 khong?” t6i hdo hirc hoi. Nhu vy s& rat tuyét! Mot phong su dic
biét tir New York!

“C6 thé,” Sally n6i. “Va chi di cing ong .. Luke Brandon?”
“Ding vay.”
“Bao nhiéu déma?”

“Um.. mudi ba 42 Hay mudi bén? Toi khong chéc Em.” Toi liéc niit vao tivi, ban khodn khong biét c6 bo 15 nhiéu khong, Chic chin ho khong phat
quang cao banh quy gion ctia hing Walker nita thi phai?

“Chi s&€ & phong binh thuong hay phong suite?”

“T6i nghi 1 phong suite. Toi c6 thé kiém tra lai...”

“Khong, dimg lo,” Sally vui vé noi. “Théi, t6i khong lam phién chi thém nita. Chuc chi di vui vé!”

“Camon cd!” Toi ndi, dung lic md ra phin dau ciia bo phim. “Chéc chéin ching t6i s& rat vui vé.”

Dép dién thoai, t6i tién lai chiéc sofa, hoi nhiu may. Tai sao Sally cin biét liéu toi c6 & trong phong suite hay khong? Trtr khi... ¢6 & ¢6 4y chi o mo.
Nhung rdi t6i quén tAt c& moi chuyén, khi ban Rhapsody in Blue ctia Greshwin chot vang Ién xe tan bau khong khi, mén hinh tran ngip c4c hinh anh vé
Manhattan. Téi nhin cham cham vao cai tivi, bi 16i cuon hoan toan. Péy s Ia noi ching t6i dén! Chi trong vong ba ngay nita ching t6i s& c6 mit ¢ do!
Toi chi khong the, khong theé ngoi doi!

“Little Ridings”

34 duong Copse

Eastbourne

Sussex

Ngay 21 thang Chin nim 2000

Rebecca than mén:

Camon vé 14 thu va nhitng 10i chiic t5t lanh ctia c6. T6i dang hudng thy ky nghi huru thét tron ven, camon cd.

Toi rét tiéc duoc biét ¢ dang gip truc tric trong khi Bm viéc cuing John Gavin. Hay dé 61 khiing dinh v6i ¢6 ring anh ta khong phéi i ngudi may vo
cam duoc 1ap trinh dé 1am cude ddi co khd s6. Néu ¢ bi tong c¢d ra dudng tring tay ngoai trir mt doi gidy, toi chéc chén anh ta s& quan tim chir khong

“cudiman ro va bo di.”

Néu cd con giir vitng thién chi, t6i chac chan mdi quan h¢ ctia c6 vai anh ta s€ duoc cai thién. Co cé di moi kha nang d€ kiém soat tai khoan ctia minh,
mién Ia ¢6 déu din thanh toan cac khoan ng.

T6i mong nhan dugc tin tirc cua co.

Chic c6 moi diéu tt dep nhét,

Derek Smeath

REGAL AIRLINES

VAN PHONG DAI DIEN. TOA NHA PRESTON. 354 PUONG KINGSWAY. LONDON WC2 4TH

C6 Rebecca Bloomwood



Canho 2

S6 4 duong Burney

London SW6 8FD

Ngay 23 thang Chin ndm 2000
Kinh giri ¢6 Rebecca Bloomwood:

Camon I4 thr ¢0 giri ngiy 18 théng Chin, va toi rét tiéc khi biét rang chinh séch vé hanh ly giri ciia héing ching t0i d tao cho ¢6 nhimg cit soc tinh thén
va nhitng nép nhan.

To6i chp nhén rang ¢ ¢6 thé nhe cAn hon déng ké, ma nhur ¢6 chi ra, “mdt doanh nhéin béo | dén tir Antwerp, mit béo i nhur nhét ddy bénh rén.” Thit
dang tiéc Regal Airlines van khong thé ting dinh mirc hanh Iy giri ctia ¢6 Ién trén mirc chudn 20kg,

Xin ¢6 cir tw nhién Bm don kién nghi va viét thr cho phu nhan thi trdng Cherie Blair. Tuy nhién, chinh sach ciia ching t6i s& van khong ¢6 gi thay doi.
Xin chiic ¢6 mdt chuyén bay vui vé.

Mary Stevens

Giam dbc B9 phan Cham séc Khach hing

Ban dang doc truyén Tin Pé Shopping Oanh Tac Manhattan dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chuwong 8
TOI BUQC sinh ra dé séng & M.

Chiing t6i mo & ddy duoc mdt dém mi i da hoin todn cam thy yéu noi ndy. PAu tién I, khach san ciia chiing t0i ré tuygt voi - nhirng trén nha cao

tuyét dep va lambang da voi va da cam thach. Ching t6i & mjt phong suite rong I6n nhin ra Central Park, voi mjt phong thay do Op cac miéng g0 hinh 6

vuong va nha tamtuyet voi nht chi nam gidy la xa day nu6e. Moi thir that sang trong va xa xi va... con nhidu diéu niva. Gidng nhu dém hom qua, sau khi
ching ti dat chandenday, Luke goi y xuong dumuongrray ly ruou trude khi di ngn - thanh thye mi néi, ly martini ho mang cho 61 I ly ruou to lon

nhét 101 ttrng thily. Thyc ra, t61 gan nhu khong thé ubng hét. (Nhung cudi cling 16i da ¢b ging ubng can. Va t6i t6i lai ubng thém mdt ly nita, chi vi s& that

ha dang néu tir choi.)

Ngodi ra, moi nguoi lic ndo cling rét tir té. Nhan vién khéch san mim cui bat cir khi ndo trong thy ban - va khi ban ndi “Céamon,” ho s& dap ki,

“Khong c6 gl dicu ma nguoi ta khong bao gio lam & Anh, ciing hoi dang phan nan mot chit. Toi ly lam ngac nhién khi nhén dwoc mt bo hoa dé

thurong va loi moi an trua ca Elinor, me Luke, mbt b6 hoa khdc ctia miy ngurdi bén truyén hinh ma t6i sap gap vao thir Tur, va mot gio hoa qua cia ai

d¢ t6i chua bao gio nghe t6i nhung rd rang rat “mon mot” muon dugc gap toi!

Y 6i i, An cudi cing Zelda & chuong trinh Morning Coffee giri gio hoa qua cho t6i i khi ndo nhi?

T6i nhip mdt ngum ca phé, va mim cudi hanh phiic v6i Luke. Chiing t6i dang ngdi an sang trudc khi anh Ay voi va di hop, va toi vira quyét dinh & Bm gi

voi khoang thoi gian ctia minh. To1 khdng c6 cude gap mit nao trong vai ngdy t6i nén hoan toan c6 thé di thim mot s6 bao tang hay tan bo & Central

Park... hay... ghé vao mdt hoac hai ctra hang...

“C6 c6 mudn dimg thém khong a?” mdt giong n6i vang 1én gan phia toi, t6i ngang kn thay mot ngudi bdi ban dang mim cudi moi toi udng ca phé. Ban

thay diéu 16in6i chura? Ho khong ngimg moi ching ta ding thém ca phé ké tir khi ta ngdi xuong ghé, va khi t6i yéu cau mdt cde nude cam ho mang cho

t6i mdt cdc to bur, durgc bay bién thém cai vo cam mat lanh. Va con ca nhitng c4i banh kép ngon tuyét ti vira an nita chir... Y t0i i, dn sang véi banh
kép. Pung I thién tai, phai khong nhi?

“Véy anh dodn em € di gén phong tép ding khong?” Luke hoi, khi Ap tO Daily Telegraph lai. Anh doc it ca loai bao mbi ngay, ci ctia My va ciia Anh.
bicu nay kha hay vi t6i van c6 thé doc muyc ti vi trén to The Daily World.

“Phong tap sao0?” ti bdi rdi hoi.
“Anh trong d6 1 thoi quen thudng ngay ciia em,” anh ndi, rdi v6i tay iy to Financial Times. “Tap thé duc thdm my mdi sang,”

Toi dang dinh n6i, “Anh dimg c6 budn cudi thé chir!” thi sy nhé ra hinh nhw minh d3 tuyén b hing hon diéu g d6 trong lic n6i chuyén t6i qua. Sau khi


http://ebookfull.net

ubng ly martini thir hai.

Puoc thdi, thé ciing duge. Toi co thé di dén phong tap. Thire ra thi di dén phong tap ciiing t6t. Va 1di toi ¢6 thé.... Um, t6i nghii minh ¢6 thé ngim canh.
C6 [& xem vai toa nha ndi tiéng,

Ban biét ddy, t6i chic chin da doc & dau do ring Bloomingdale i cong trinh kién tric déng ngudng mo.
“Va sau d6 emsé lam gi?”

“Em khong biét,” t0i mo o n6i, ddi mat nhin ngurdi bdi ban diit mot dia thit nuéng kiéu Phép xudng ban bén canh ching t6i. Chia oi, mon d6 ngon qua.
Tai sao chiing t6i lai khong c¢6 nhitng thit nhu theé nay & Chau u chir? “Di kham pha New York, em doan vay.”

“Anh vira hoi & tan, c6 mdt churong trinh tham quan di bo c6 nguoi huéng dan s& xuét phat tir khéch san vao lic 11h. Ngudi giit ctra dd nhiét tinh gioi
thi€uno.”

“O hay d4y,” t6i ni, ubng mdt ngum ca phé. “Vay em nghi minh c6 thé tham gia...”

“Trir phi em khong quan tim dén chuyén mua sim.” Luke n6i thém rdi v6i tay Iy 0 Times, con t6i nhin anh chiim chim day vé hoai nghi. Ban “khong
quan tdm dén chuyén nua sam”” Ban quan tim dén nhitng viéc khac.

Diéu ndy thuc ra ciing khién ti suy nghii. C6 1& t6i nén tham gia chwrong trinh ndy - rdi sau d6 két thic luon ca chuyén tham quan.

“Di tham quan c6 nguoi huéng dan nghe ¢6 vé hay,” t6i noi. “Thure ra, d6 I cach tuyét voi dé lam quen voi thanh phd méi noi ta sdng. Tuong Nit thin
Tu do nay, Central Park nay...”

“Dlmg dén Central Park,” Luke chen vio.
“Tai sao khong? O d6 nguy hiéma?”

“N6 ¢6 thé nguy hiém, nhung d6 khong phai k 1y do.” Luke nging én v6i vé mit nghiém tlic va triu mén. “Sy théit | anh mubn tw minh gidi thiéu v6i em
noi 4y. D6 i mdt trong nhing noi anh yéu thich nhét trén thé gidi nay.”

“OK.” T6i mim cudi véi anh, cam thiy xtc dong. “Em s& khong dén Central Park dau.”

Khi anh mo tung t& Times 61 quan sat anh ki hon. Hamanh cimg lai va anh ¢6 vé khong hoan toan gitt duoc ve tyr tin thuong ngy. Thure sy trong anh...
lo Iang, t6i ngac nhién khi nhan thay diéu nay.

“Anh 6n chir?”” t6i quan tAm hoi han. “Anh bd tri xong cudc gip mit i chir? Ma anh gip ai vay?”
“Céc nha dau tu chimg khoan ctia Mason Forbes,”” Luke n6i.”” Mot trong nhitng cong ty anh uén mong dugce ky hop dong véi tu cach dbi tac.”
“Tuyét qua! Puoc ma, em chc chén moi viée s& dién ra tt dep.”

““Anh cling hy vong thé.”” Anh im Eing mdt Iit. “Viéc ban bac lic ndy da hoan tat. Ban bac, lén ké hoach va hira hen. Gios | Itc anh can bét dau nhin
duoc vai két qua. Vai chir ky.”

“Anh s& co cac chit ky!” Toi tur tin cAm t& The Daily World 1én. “Hay nghe muc tir vi clia anh ndy: "Mt ngay danh cho cac phi v im n va chiém cam
tinh cuia ai d6. Néu ban tin vao ban thin minh, nguoi khic cling sé tin vao ban. Ban dang bat dau mdt chudi thanh cong.' ““ Toi ngang én. “Anh thay
chua? Chtim sao cua anh cling néi lén diéu do.”

“Dé anh xem cai d6 ndo,” Luke ndi, giat t& bao khoi tay t6i trude khi toi kip can anh Ay lai.

Chét tiét.

“Anh phai thoang doan duoc 4n y siu xa....” ti voi va n6i thém.

“Anh hiéu,” anh 4y n6i, nhin xudng trang tir vi va mim cudi. “Buoc rdi, didu d6 nghe ciing c6 Iy. VAy, em mudn nghe tir vi ctia minh chir?”

“Emda...”

“'Hay danh ngy hom nay kham pha nhiing diéu moi mé xung quanh,’ *“ Luke néi, vo nhu dang doc. “"Hay nho giir i ban thét chic va ¢ day cai do
dugce goi 4 vi. Chic mit ngay vui vé - nhung dirng cam thdy minh bat budc phai chic nhitng nguroi hoan toan xa la mdt ngay tot lanh.”

Anh mim cudi voi t6i va toi cuoi lon. Khi anh cét bao, toi uéng mot ngum ca phé, nhin quanh phong an théy cac doanh nhAn sang trong va cac quy ba an
véan chin chu dang ng6i trén nhirng chiée ghe soc xa hoa. Tiéng dan piano vang kn diu dét khién t6i cam thay minh nhur dang ¢ trung tim ctia mot the gioi
da sic toc van minh. O ban bén, nguoi phu nit & ban bén dang ndi vé ti quan 4o ctia D& nhat Phu nhin, va t6i hao himg ling nghe cho dén khi ba ta dua
it nhin toi.



D& nhat Phu nhan. Y t6i 3, nd nghe 4n turong hon nhiéu so véi “phu nhén thi turéng,”

“Chua oi, thir nghi ma xem, Luke,” t6i mo mang n6i. “Chi vai tudn nita thoi, ddy s& 1 nha ciia ching ta. Chiing ta s& trd thanh ngudi New York thue
tl'll'l!”

T6i nhan thiy minh dang nghi phai mua thém vai thir d& méu den nita. Moi nguoi & ddy dudng nhur toan nic do den...

“Becky nay,” Luke ni. Anh dét to bao xubng, va dot nhién trong anh hoi nghiém nghi. “C6 chuyén ndy anh luon dinh ndi voi em Moi thir d hoi gip gap
nén anh chua c6 co hdi ndo dé ndi - nhung anh thuc su nghi em nén nghe chuyén nay.”

“OK.,” toi n6i ra chiéu thau hiéu. “Chuyén gi a?”
“Pay | mdt budc ngodt, chuyén dén mot thanh phd moi, nhét 14 thanh phd dic biét Ion nhr New York. N6 khong giong véi London...”
“Em hiéu,” t6i git dau. “Anh phai cit mong tay di.”

Luke hoi nhéin trdn boi rdi truée khi tiép tuc: “Anh da dén day nhiéu an - va thim chi doi lic anh cling cam théy qué strc. Ap luc khing khiép, va nhip
song hoi ha ¢ day, thanh thie ma néi 1on hon rat nhiéu so voi London.”

“Dling thé. Vay... anh mudn n6i gi?”

“Anh dang mubn n6i anh nghil em nén tir tir thich nghi. Pimg ky vong s& hoa nhap ngay Bp tirc. Em co thé s& thiy hoi sdc khi bit dau cude song & day.”
T6i nhin anh chiim chim, cam thiy ling ting,

“Anh khong nghi em s& chiu ndi nhip séng nay 42”

“Anh khong ndi viy,” Luke noi. 'Anh chi mubn nodi - hdy tr tir lam quen v6i thanh pl}é ndy. Cam nhan nd; xemliéu emc6 thé thure s cam thiy minh
dang song ¢ ddy khong. Emc6 the s& ghét no! Emco thé s& quyt dinh khong chuyen dén day nita. Tat nhién, anh thye sy hy vong em s& khong nhur
vy - nhung ciing nén gitt mdt quan diém song phong khoang,”

“Ding thé,” t6i chdm rdi n6i. “Em hiéu.”

“Vi thé hdly xem ngay hom nay troi qua thé ndo - va ching ta s& ndi thém vé chuyén nay vao tdi nay. OK chi?”

“OK,” t6i n6i, trAm tur uéng can cde ca phé.

Toi s& cho Luke thy 0 c6 thé hod nhdp vao thanh phd nay. Toi s& cho anh dy théy ti c6 thé | mdt ngwoi New York thyc thy. Toi s& di dén phong
tap, s€ an banh mi tron, va roi toi s€... ban ai do, cé & nao lai the?

Khéng, c6 1& dén phong tap I du roi.

Téi thuc sy mong bét dau tap thAm i, vi t6i d3 mua mot bd quﬁn 4o tap tuyét dep cia DKNY trong mdt dot giam gid nAmngodi, va day la 1An dAu tién
01 ¢6 co hdi mic n6! Toi da dinh tham gia 6 mdt phong tap, thure ra t6i thdm chi da dén dang ky mot khod tron goi ¢ trung tm Holmes Place ¢ Fulham
Nhung 16i t6i doc mot bai bao that sur rat thil vi ndi rang ban ¢4 thé giam hang chuc can chi bang cach van dong lién tuc. Chi bang cach co ngon tay va
moi thir! Vi vay t6i da nghi s€ theo phurong phap di thay vi di phong tap, va danh tién tiét kiém dugce nua mot cai vay moi.

Nhung d6 khong phai vi toi khong thich tap hay diéu gi khéc. Va néu toi dinh séng & new York, t6i s& phéi dén phong tap hang ngay. Y t6i 1, n6 1 luat
hay sao ay. Vi thé day la mot cach tot dé thich nghi véi mdi truong moi.

Khi diit chin dén 16i vao trung tAm thim i, t6i ngé qua bd dang ctia minh - va t6i thAm ngudng md. Nguoi ta ndi ngwoi New York hiu hét ménh mai
nhu cdy but chi va rat can d6i, ding khong nhi? Nhung tdi cho rang minh con can doi hon rat nhicu so v6i mdt vai nhan vat ¢ ddy. Y 6i la hay nhin ga héi
méc 40 phong mau ghi xam ¢ dang kia xem. Trong anh ta ctr nhur theé ca doi chura bao gio bén mang dén gan phong tap.

“Chao,” mdt giong ndi cat Ién. Toi ngAing Ién thiy mdt g toan co bip mic chiéc quén tap Lycra sanh diéu dang tién v& phia toi. “To6i 1 Tony. Hom nay
c0 khoe chu?”

“Toi khoe, cam on anh,” t9i n6i, va binh than kéo giéin gin khoeo mjt chit. ({t nhét, t6i nghi d6 1 gan khoeo ctia minh. C#i & trén chén ctia ban.) “Chi la
dén tap tham my.”

Toi thes o nhay doi lin ot hai chén, dan tay vao nhau, va kéo giain hai tay trude ngye. Toi ¢6 thé thiy hinh anh phén chiéu clia minh & phia kia phong -
va phai thira nhén trong t6i dé thuong khdng ta noi.

“C0 c6 thuong xuyén tap luyén khong?”” Tony hoi.
“Khong phai & phong tap,” tdi ndi, ctii xubng cham cac dau ngon chan - rdi ci xuéng hrng chimg dit tay 1én dau gdi. “Nhung t6i di bo rat nhiéu.”

“Tuyét voi!” Tony ndi. “Trén may chay? hay chay viét da?”



“Hau hét i quanh cac cira hiéu.”

“OK...” anh ta hoai nghi ndi.

“Va t6i thudng xuyén xéch nhing thir khé niing,” toi giai thich. “Anh biét ddy, cac ti do va céc thir.”

“Ding rdi...” Tony n6i, trong ¢6 vé khong tin im. “Um... ¢b ¢6 mudn t6i chi cho ¢6 may moc & day hoat dong thé nao khong?”

“Khong can dau,” toi t tin ni. “Tois& on ca thoi.”

Thanh thye ma ndi, t6i khong budn nghe anh ta gai thich timg chiéc Iy Va cac ché do cta n6. Y t6i I, t6i khong phai mdt con ngde, ding khong nao?
Toi By cai khin tim tir mot chong ddy, quang no quanh c0 va tién thing dén c4i may chay ma dang Iy ra phai kha dé str dung. T6i budc Ién mdt cai may
chay va xem xét cac nit bam trude mit. Mot 6 nhap nhdy chit “thdi gian,” suy nght mot Itic t6i 4n “40 phut,” nghe 6 vé hop Iy. Y t6i 1, d6 i khoang
thoi gian ban s& di bg, ding khong? N6 nhdp nhay chit ¢ ‘churong trinh” va sau khi an xubng phia dudi xem cac sy hra chon, t6i chon “Everest,” c4i nay
¢6 ve thi1 vi hon nhi€u so v6i “di bd trén doL.” Roi nol ai nhap nhdy sang “cap d6”. Hmm Cap do. Toi nhin xung quanh tim mot vai 101 khuyén nhung
khong thay Tony dau.

Cai ga hoi cling dang tréo 1én cai miy chay bén canh t6i, va toi nga nguoi sang,

“Xin 161, t6i lich su n6i. “Theo anh tdi nén chon céip d6 nao?”

“Ciing con tuy,” g ndi. “C6 khoé dén mirc nao?”

“Um,” t6i n6i, cudi khiém ton. “anh biét day...”

“T6i dang chay & cap do 5, néu diéu dé co ich cho ¢d,” g n6i, manh mé nhin vao mdy.

“OK,” t6i noi. “Camon anh!”

Um, néuanh ta & cip d6 5 thi chéc t6i phai & cAp d6 7. Y t6i i, thanh thue ma ndi ¢t nhin anh ta di - va nhin t6i xem.

T6i tréo 1én méay nhén phim 7”* i nhén phim “Khéi dong.” Cai miy chay bt dau di chuyén, va t6i bit diu bude di. That d& chiu! Téi thuc sy nén dén
phong tap thudng xuyén hon. Hay, thuc sy t6i nén tham gia vao mt phong tap.

Nhung 16 rang 1 ngay ca khi ban khong tap thé duc tham my, ban van c6 thé duy tri & mirc can ddi tur nhién. Piéu nay hoan toan khong c6 van dé gi voi
61 ca. Thuc ra 1 né qua d& dang, T6i I8 ra nén chon cép do...

Tir tir d4. Cai may ndy dang dyung dimg 1én. Va né ciing chay nhanh hon. T6i dang chay dé bét kip v6i no.

Viée ndy OK thoi. Y t6i k, dy moi |a myc dich, ding khong nhi? Chay cho khoé khodn va d& chiu. Ci chay, thé hon hén mdt chit, nhung didu do c6
nghia tim t6i dang lim viéc. Piéu ndy tht hoan hio. Mién 1 nd khong...

N6 lai dung dung lén lan nita. va thdm chi con nhanh hon. Va nhanh hon nira.

Toi khong thé lim duogc viée nay. Mt t6i do 1én. Ngue i dang dau. Toi dang tho dbc, va bam chit vao hai tay cam clia may. Toi khong thé chay nhanh
thé nay. To1 phai chay chim lai mdt chut.

T6i lubng cubng dAm manh vao cai ban diéu khién - nhung cai méy van quay tit - va bdng nhién con chay nhanh hon nira. Oi khong, Lam on, dimg,
Dong chit “Thoi gian con lai: 38 phit” dang nhip nhéay trén bang diéu khién truéc mt toi. Ba muroi tam phit nita sao?

Toi liéc sang bén phai - va g4 hoi kia van dang d& dang chay hét toc luc cir nhur thé anh ta dang chay qua mbt canh dong hoa ctc vay. Toi mudn nhey anh
ta gitip 4o nhung t6i khong thé mé mdm ra duge. Toi khong thé im bt cir viée gl ngoai trir viée giit cho di chén chuyén dong nhanh nhét c6 thé.

Nhung bdng nhién anh ta liéc n¥it v& phia toi, va séc mét anh ta bién chuyén.

“C6 oi. C6 6n chir?”

Anh ta vi bAm mAy ctia minh cho né tir tir dimng lai, rdi nhay sang 4n manh vao cai may cuia toi.

Cai may chdm dan, rdi dot ngdt trd vé trang théi dimg yén, t6i ngi guc xubng mdt bén bang truot, thd hon hén.
“Uéng chit nude di,” anh ta néi, dua cho t6i mdt cde nude.

“Cam... camon,” t0i ndi, va loang choang xubng khoi cai may chay, van thd hon hén. Phoi toi cam giac nhur sip nd tung, va khi t6i iéc nhin hinh phan
chiéu ctia minh & phia d6i dién, mét t61 do nhu ¢t cai duong,



“C6 1& homnay ¢6 chi nén tap thé thoi,” nguoi dan ong ndi, nhin t6i day lo Fing,

mic cua My.”

“Ciing ¢6 thé,” ngudi dan 6ng ndi, gat dau. “Chiing c6 thé khé rdc rdi. Tat nhién, cai ndy,” anh ta n6i thém, vui vé ddp dap vao n6, “duoc san xuét &
buc.”

“Piing vdy,” toi kimg chimng n6i. 'Vang, Thoi, di thé ndo ciing cam on anh da gip d&.”

“Rét sdn 1ong,” ngudi dan 6ng n6i - va khi anh ta trd lai may chay ctia minh, t6i ¢6 thé thiy anh ta mim cudi.

Oi Chtia o, chuyén d6 thét dang xau 6. Tamrira v thay do xong, t0i di xudng tién sanh khéch san tham gia tour di b quanh thanh pho, cam thiy hoi
ue 0dl. Co I& Luke ndi ding. Co the t6i khong chiu duge nhip song ctia New York. Han day 1a mot y twong ngoe nghéch, viée 61 chuyén dén noi nay
cung anh. Y t6i 14, n€u t61 khong thé theo kip cai may chay thi lam sao t6i c¢6 thé theo kip ca thanh pho nay?

Nhom nguoi tham quan da tap hop & do, hau hét gia hon 6 nhidu, van do gié va gidy the thao chéc bén chuyén dung dé di by dudng dai. Tat ca bon ho
déu dang lang nghe mdt cdu thanh nién tré nhiét tinh n6i cai gi d6 vé twong Nir than Ty do.

“Chao co!” cau ta noi, ngimg lai khi t6i dén gan. “C6 ciing tham gia tour 4?”

“Vang, diing vay,” to1 noi.

“Téncb la gi?”

“Rebecca Bloonmwood,” t6i n6i, hoi d6 mit mot chit khi tit ca nhitng ngudi con lai quay ra nhin ti. “Téi da thanh toén & chd 18 tan sang nay.

“Véng, xin chao ¢ Rebecca!” ciu ta n6i, danh d4u cai gi d6 vao danh sach. “Toi la Christoph. Chao mimg dén v6i nhom ching t61. Co da di giay dibo
chua?” Cau ta nhin xuong doi bot cua t6i (mau tim nhat, cao got, hang khuyén mai namngodi ctia héing Bertie) va nu cudi han hoan nhat dan. “C6 co6 bict
tour tham quan ndy kéo dai ba tiéng dong ho khong? Tat ca phai di bd.”

“Chéic chén rdi,” t6i ngac nhién n6i. “Pé 1 Iy do tai sao t6i di doi bbt nay.”

“Piing vdy,” Christoph n6i hrdng . “Vang, OK.” Cau ta nhin quanh. “Toi nghi thé 1 duoc r6i, vAy ching ta bat dau chuyén dil”

Céuta dan dudng ra khoi khach san, tién dén pho 57. Do 1a mbt con phd rong va tp ndp, voi cac cong vao cd mai che, cdy trong giira cac khoang
trong va xe limousine d4u trudc cac cira hiéu dt tién. Khi nhimg ngudi khéc hao himg di theo Christoph doc via hé, t6i thiy minh di cham lai, ngwdc
nhin lén. Hom nay 1a mt ngay troi quang mély tanh - anh sangrmfs}t troi rai khip cac via he va toa nha - khi nhin quanh t61 hoan toan bi choang ngop.
Cha oi, thanh pho ndy that ky diéu. 'Y 6i I3, hién nhién toi biét rang New York déy ray cac toa nha choc troi. Nhung chi khi ban thire sy ding trén pho,
nhin ngurde Kn cac toa nha, ban moi nhan ra rang, um, chung Wi dai den thé ndo. Téi nhin lén noc cac toa nha choc troi, cho dén khi ¢6 t6i dau nhir va

bt ddu cam thiy chong mit. Rdi t6i tir tir nhin xung, timg tAng timg tAng mdt cho dén cira s6 tAng trung bay hang, VA t6i nhin ra minh dang nhin chim
chim vao hai tir. Prada va Gidy.

0.
Giay Prada. Ngay truéc mit toi.
T6i s& chi nhin that nhanh thoi.

Khi tat ca nhing ngudi khic hop lai, t6i voi vi di dén cira s6 nhin chim chim vao gidy dé thip mau ndu sam véi duong khau miu kem. Chiia oi, ching
dep tuyét tran. To1 ban khoan khong bict chiing bao nhiéu tién? Ban bict day, & day do Prada co 1& kha ré. Co & t6i nén ghé vao va...

“Rebecca nay.”

T6i giét minh nhin quanh théy doan tham quan da & cudi phd cach toi khoang 20 mét, tat ca déu nhin toi chim chim.
“Xin 161, 61 n6i, va mién cudng kéo minh ra khoi cira s6 gian trung bay hang, “Toi dang dén day.”

“Lét nita s& c6 thoi gian mua sam,” Christoph vui vé noi.

“T6i hi,” t61 n6i, va cudi dé chiu. “Xin 161 vé& chuyén do.”

“Khong sao.”

Tét nhién c4u ta n6i hoan toan ¢6 Iy. S& con khdi thoi gian dé di mua saim. Con day thoi gian.

Pugc. Toi sé tap trung vao tour tham quan.



“Vay, Rebecca ndy,” Christoph vui vé n6i, khi t6i gia nhap tr lai vi nhom. “Toi vira m6i n6i v6i nhitng nguoi khéc rang ching ta dang hudng dén Pho
57 Pong 161 dén Fifth Avenue, dai 10 noi tieng nhat thanh pho New York.”

“Tuyét qua!” t6i noi. “Nghe c¢6 vé rit hay!”

“Fifth Avenue 1 duong phén chia giita 'Khu Dong va 'Khu Tay',” Christoph tiép tuc. “Bét ky ai quan tim dén lich str déu mudn biét didu do...”

Toi git dau ra chiéu am hicu khi cuta noi, va cb ging t6 ra himg thi. Nhung khi chiing ti i b dén cubi phd, dau toi hét quay tréi lai quay phai, giong
nhur ai d6 dang xem trén dau quan vot. Christian Dior, Hermes, Chanel... COn pho nay that ky diéu. Gia ma ching t6i c6 the di cham lai mot chit, va
dwoc ngim ki hon - nhung Christoph van dang dan ddu doan nhu dan dau mdt cude hanh quén, va moi ngudi khac trong nhom dang vui vé bam theo
cu ta, tham chi khong thém liéc mit t6i nhimg thir dep d& quanh ho. Trén mit ho khong c6 mét hay sao ay?

... chd ching ta chuén bj ghé tham 14 hai dia diém ndi tiéng; trung tm Rockefeller, noi vai ngudi trong cac ban s& cing choi truot bang...”

Ching t6i & vao mdt goc phd - va tim toi bong dap han hoan. Tiffany's. Ctra hiéu T1ﬁ‘any’ s dang & ngay trurde mt t6i! Toi phai lén nhin that nhanh. Y t6i
14, day 14 linh hon cia New York. Nhitng chiéc hop mau xanh da trdi xinh xén, nhimg chiéc ruy-bang trang, va nhiing hat déu bac dep my micu kia.... Toi
16n rén bude dén cira s gian trung bay nhin thém thudng vio cac mon dd bén trong. Wow. Cai vong c6 kia moi 1ong ]ay lamsao. Oi Chiia oi, va hdy
nhin cai ddng hd kia di, nhitng vién kim cuong nhé dinh quanh vién kia. T6i ban khoin khong biét nhiing thir nhur thé s& ton bao nhiéu...

“Nay, moi ngudi oi, cho chit da!” Giong Christoph vang 1én. Toi ngang dau lén, tit ca bon ho lai cach xa to1 hang dam chét tiét. Lam thé ndo ho dibd
nhanh thé nhi? “C6 6n chir, Rebecca?”” ciu ta goi to, vui vé nhung hoi mién cudng. “C6 phai c6 ging dudi theo moi ngudi chir! Ching ta con phai di

nhi€u noi nita!”

“Xin 161, ti ni, voi v dudi theo nhém. “Chi liée m¥it qua cira higu Tiffany's thoi ma.” Toi mim cwoi voi ngudi phy nir di bén canh, hy vong ba ta s& cuoi
lai voi minh. Nhurng ma ta nhin t6i vo camroi kéo chat cai mil cta chiéc 4o khoac Iing thing mau ghi xAm sat dau.

“Nhur t6i da noi,” Christoph néi khi ching 64 lai tiép tuc cat budc di, “ndm phia trén Phd 14, Manhattan duoc thiét k& nhu mdt cai krdi, vithé...”

Toi ¢b ging tap trung dugc mdt lic. Nhung khong c6 tac dung. Toi khong thé nghe thiy gi. Y 61 B, cir tiép tuc di. by la Fifth Avenue! May ngudi phy
nir dang sai bude doc trén dai 16 trong nhirng chic a0 khodc I hrot va deo kinh tAm, nhitng chiéc taxi ving dang bim coi vé phia nhau, hai ngudi dan
6ng dang dimg ¢ goc phd, cai 16n bang tiéng Y... Chd ndo t6i nhin ciing thiy nhitng cira hing dep long lanh. Kia 1 ctra hiéu Gueci, con dura 1 cira hiéu
Gap 16n nhit ma i tirng thiy trong doi... va 6i Chiia oi, hity nhin nhitng gian trung bay phia kia kia! Ching toi vira di ngang qua cira hiéu hing Armani
Exchange ma tham chi khong ai thém dimg lai...

May nguoi ndy kim sao vay? C6 phai ho 1 nhing ké pham phu tuc tir khong nhi?

Ching t6i di xa hon chit nia, t6i dang ¢b ngd qua that nhanh vao bén trong gian trung bay tran ngap nhirng chiéc i tréng thét 4n tugng thi... 61 Chia
oi. Chi... chi can nhin dang kia. D6 14 trung tm mua sam Saks Fifth Avenue. Ngay dang kia, bén kia pho. Mot trong nhitng trung tim mua sdm nbi tiéng
nhét the gidi. Hét tang nay dén tang khac toan quan 4o, gidy dép va tlii x4ch... On Chua, cudi ctng thi Christoph ciing da biet thudng thirc va dirng lai.
“Péy la mot trong nhing dia ‘diém ndi tiéng nhit & New York,” cau ta néi va ra hiéu. “Nhiéu nguoi New York thuong xuyén ghé thim noi t6n nghiém
16ng lay nay - moi tudn mot lan hodc thim chi thudng xuyén hon thé. C6 nhimg nguoi thim chi con dén day hang ngay! Ching ta khong c6 nhiéu thoi
gian nén chi xem hrét qua bén trong nhung nhirng ai cam thay quan tam thi udn co the quay trd lai day.”

“N6 rat cd phai khong?” mdt ngudi dan 6ng ndi giong Scandinavi hoi.

“Toa nha ndy co tir ndm 1879,” Christoph ndi, “va duoc thiét ké boi James Renwich.”

Thoi ndo, 6i st rudt khi ai 6 hoi vé kién tric. Ai quan tim dén nguoi thiét ké toa nha nay chir? Ai quan tim dén miy céi cong trinh xdy bang d4 chir?
Quan trong 1a bén trong c6 gi.

“Ching ta di vao trong chir?”” cudi cling Christoph ciing 1én tiéng hoi.
“Chéc chén rdil” T6i vui vé ndi, nhanh chéng sang bén kia duong, di thing dén 16i vao.

Chi khi ban tay t6i thc sy dt 1én trén canh cira thi t6i m6i nhan ra khong ai di ciing t6i ca. Ho dau hét ca rdi? Bbi rdi, t6i quay dau lai, nhimg nguoi cudi
cung trong doan dang di vao mdt nha th 16n xay bang da, bén ngoai cd tam bién ghi “Thanh duong Patrick.”

Oi

Oi, t6i hiéu r6i. Cau ta n6i “mdt noi ton nghiém Iong 1Ay” nghia ...

Ding vay. Tat nhién roi.

Toi do du, tay dat Ién cénh ctra, cam tlﬁy gi?mg x¢. Toi nén di vao trong thanh dudng. T6i nén cam nhan mdt chut vin hod va s€ trd lai Saks sau.

Nhung roi... viée do s& gitip t6i biét minh c6 mudn séng & New York hay khong thé ndo duoc nhi? i nhin quanh cai thanh duong ¢ nio d6 sao?



Thir nghi ma xem chiing 61 c6 bao nhiéu tri¢u thanh duong & Anh chir? Va c6 bao nhiéu chi nhanh ctia Saks Fifth Avenue?
“C6 ¢ vao trong khong?”” mdt giong ndi ndn nong ¢ phia sau hrng toi.
“C6 chir!” t6i ndi, va quyét dinh. “Chéiic chin rdi. Toi s& vao trong.”

Toi di qua canh cira gb ning né vao bén trong khu mua sdm, cam thiy gﬁn nhur non nao vi qué hao himng, Téi chra bao gid cam thy hao hirc thé nay ké
tir khi Octagon lat lai san nha duoc thiét ke dac bigt va t6i dugc moi dén ding ti€c sdm panh danh cho khach c6 thé mua hang,

\'{ t6i 3, lan d4u tién dén tham bat ky mot cira hiéu nio déu Iy thi ca. Nhur ¢6 mot dong dién chay xuyén qua nguoi ban khi ban mo canh ctra ra; hy vong
rang, tin twong rang day & la ctra hiéu cia moi cira hiéu., noi c6 moi thir ban mudn, voi gid ré ky diéu. Nhung lan nay con tuyét hon ca nghin lan. Ca
triu lan. Viday khong phai la cai ctra hiéu cli nao d6, ding khong nhi? Py la ctra hiéu ndi tiéng nhat the gioi. Toi thire s dang ¢ ddy. Toi dang ¢ trung
tammua sam Saks nam trén Fifth Avenue 6 New York. Khi thong tha budc vao ctra hiéu - bét minh khong duoc voi va - t6i cam thdy nhu dang chuan
bi di hen ho véi mot ngdi sao truyén hinh Hollywood vay.

Toi lang thang qua gian hang nur6e hoa, nhin ngd quanh nhirmg témtrang tri thanh lich ctia Art Deco; nhitng trin nha cao va thoang khi; hinh trang tri hoa
1a khiip néi. Chiia oi, d4y han 1 mdt trong nhiing cira hiéu dep nhat t6i timg dat chan dén. Phia sau 1 nhitng thang miy b dlen mang lai cho ban cam
gidc dang ¢ trong phim ctng véi Cary Grant, va trén céi ban nho I mot chong cac chi dan so do cta trung tam mua sam. Toi cammdt to én, chi d& xac
dinh vi trf ctia minh lic ndy... va khong thé tin dugc diéu nay. Céi trung tAm mua simndy ¢6 dén muroi ting,

Muoi.

T6i nhin chiim chiim vao danh séch, simg s& ca ngudi. Toi thiy minh nhu dira tré dang ¢6 chon mdt cai keo trong nha miy san xudt sdcola. Toi nén bét
dau di tir dau day? Toi nén lam gi day? i tir trén xuong? Di tir dudi ln? Tat ca nhitng cai tén nay nhur nhdy b vao ngudi t6i, moi goi toi. Anna Sui.
Calvin Klein. Kate Spade. Kiehl. T6i s&€ mac chitng thd qua nhanh mat thoi

“Xin 161.”” Mot giong ndi cit ngang dong suy nghi, t6i quay lai thdy mot co gai deo thé tén ciia trung tim Saks dang mim cudi v6i minh. “Toi ¢6 thé gitp gi
cho quy khach a?”

“Um... vng,” t6i n6i, van nhin chiim chim vio bang chi dan. “Thye sy ti dang cd ging nghil xem nén bét dau tir dau.”
“Chi quan tim dén quén 40? Hay phu kién? Hay gidy a?”
“Vang,” t6i bdi rbi. “Ca hai. Tt ca. Moi thir. Um... mdt c4i ti,” t6i ndi nghu nhién. “Toi cAn mdt cai tii m6il”

Diéu niy | ding. Y t6i I, t6i da mang theo nhidu tii sang dAy nhing ban ludn c6 thé am gi d6 voi mot céi i méi. Ngodi ra, i con dé y thiy At ca céc
phunit & Manhattan duong nhu déu s hitu nhitng chiéc tti thiet ke lich lAm - vi thé day 1a mdt cach hay d€ t6i thich nghi voi thanh pho ndy.

C6 gai mim cudi voi toi than thién.

“Tti xach va cac phu kién & phia ding kia,” ¢6 gain6i, chi tay huéng dan. “C6 thé chi mudn bét dau tir d6 rdi di nguoc 1én trén.”

“Vang,” toi n6i. “Toi s€ lam vay. Camon c6!”

Chuia oi, t0i ton thd viée mua sam & nurde ngodi. Y 6i 1, mua sim ¢ dau ciing tuyét nhu nhau, nhung mua sim & nurée ngoai ¢6 nhimg diém uu viét sau:
1. Ban ¢ thé mua duge rﬁlﬁngthﬁnﬁbankhﬁngthé mua duoc & Anh.

2. Ban c6 thé ra vé ta day khi v& nha. (“Thuc sy t6i d& mua thir ndy & New York ddy.”)

3. Tién nude ngoai thi khong tinh, vi vay ban ¢6 thé tiéu xai tha phanh tuy thich

Puoc rdi, t6i biét diém cudi cing khong hoan toan ding, Pau do trong ti biét ring dong do la 1

ddng tién chinh danh v6i mdt gia tri thire. Nhung ¥ t6i 1, haly nhin ching xem. Toi chi khong thé coi chiing 14 tién thét duwoc. Toi ¢6 ca déng do la trong vi
va cam giac nhu dang ndm gitt ca ngéin hang trong trd C& ty phi. Hom qua, t0i di mua vai t tap chi & mot qudy bdo bén dudng, va khi dua tra o 20 do,
61 cam gidc nhur dang choi trd mua ban vy. N6 nhu mot dang ky quiic ctia chirng mét ngi do thay ddi mii gios - ban chuyén sang mot ngoai t& va dot
nhién cam thdy nhur minh chéng tiéu gi ca.

Vivay t6i lang thang trong mot gian hang ban tti xach, thir hét chiéc tii dep d& nay dén chiéc ti dep d& khac ma ching ngo ngang gi nhiéu dén gia ca.
Thinh thoang toi cAm mdt méc gi4 1én va mo mang ¢ ging tinh xem thirc tién né dang gid bao nhiéu, nhung phéi thi nhan ring t6i khong thé nhd duoc ty
gia chinh xac.

Vén dé 1, viéc nay khong quan trong. BGi vi ddy B nuée MY, va moi ngudi déu biét ring gié ca & M the sur thép. Ai ciing biét diéu do. Vi thé, v& co
ban t6i dang thure hién nguyén tac moi thir déu rat hoi. Y 61 13, ctr nhin may cai tdi xach thiét ke riéng tuyét dep nay di. C6 I ching chi bang mbt nira gia
0 Anh, néu khong néi Ia con it hon!

Toi dang ling vang & khu trung bay DKNY thi mdt phu nit dimg tudi miic bo vest mau dong xach mot chiée tui Gueci di dén phia toi.



“Cainao hop hon?” ba néi. “Cai ndy...” Ba dura ra mdt cai tii xa tanh mau rimndng, “...hay c4i nay...” Ba lai dura ra mdt cai mau nhat hon. “Ding cho
buodi t61,” ba néi thém

“Um..” Toi nhin bd vest ctia ba r6i lai nhin may c4i tdi - va tu hoi im the ndo dé ndi vai ba riang khong c6 cai ndo hop ca. “Van dé 3, ca hai cai dai dé
déu céd gammau nau... va bd vest ctia bac lai thién vé mau dong, mau vang...”

“khong phai hgp véi b vest!” ba ndi. “Hop véi con cho co!”
T6i nhin ba bdi rdi - rdi nhin thiy mdt khuodn it bé xiu th ra tir cai tii xach Gueci. Oi Chua oi! DAy ¢6 phai i con ché that khong vay?”

“Dimg ndp vao thé, Muffy!” ngwdi phy ni n6i, thoc tay vao tii kéo n6 ra. Thanh thyrc mé ndi, nhin n6 giéng con chudt hon fa con ché - nhung a con
chudt vai céi deo c6 hiéu Gucci va bang tén Iap lanh nhu kim cuong,

“Béc mudn mua mdt cai thi hop... voi con cho ctia bac a?” t6i héi lai cho chic.

“Néu khong tim durgc cai tiii ndo, t6i s& lai phai nhuém 16ng cho né Jan nira.” Ngudi phu nir the dai. “Ma viée nay thi rit mét thoi gian...”

“Khong, dung lam vay!” T6i nhanh nhau ndi. “Chau nghil ci tfi mau nhat hon s& that hoan hao.”

“Bac ngii chau ¢6 1y d4y.” Ba nhin k¥ lai lan nita, r6i git dau. “Cam on chéu da gitp d&. Chau ¢ cho khong?”

“Um.. khong a.”

N phu nit nhin t0i hoai nghi rdi nhét con ché vo trong chiée tti Gueei. Ba di khoi, va tdi lai tiép tuc tim kiém, ban khoan tw hoi ligu t0i c6 can mua
mot con chd d€ tr¢ thanh ngudi New York chinh hiéu khong. Nhung t6i chi thich nhig con cho to. Va ban khong the xach theo mot con ché tha mbi
giong Labrador trong cai gio hi¢u Fendi ding khong nhi?

Cubi cling t0i chon dwrge mot céi tii da miu rédm néing higu Kate Spade tuyét dep, va mang n6 dén quiy thu ngin. N6 ¢6 gid 500 d6, nghe thi c6 v
nhicu nhirng “mdt triéu lia” nghe cling rat nhicu, diing khong nao? Nhurng bay nhiéu ciing chi dang 50 xu M. Vi theé céi nay chac chan 1a hoi roi.

Khi ngudi ban hang dira hod don cho t6i, chi 4y tham chi con n6i gi d6 vé nd nhur B “mdt mén qua” va ti han hoan tan thanh.
“Mot mon qua hoan hao! Y t6i 13, & London, n6 co 1§ phai ton...”

“Gina nay, em c6 lén ting trén khong?”” ngudi phu nit cit ngang, quay ra phia dong nghiép. “Gina s& dira quy khach Ién ting bay,” chi ta n6i va mim cuoi
Vi toi.

“OK,” t8i n6i, hoi ban khoan mot chit. “Umn.. OK.”

Gina vay tay ra hiéu cho toi rdi rit, va sau mot hoi do du, t6i di theo ¢ 4y, ban khoan khong biét trén ting bay c6 gi. C6 1& 1a mot gian phong dep d&
danh cho khach hang ctia Kate Spade, voi sim panh mién phi hay gi d6 ching!

Chi dén khi ching t01 dat chin dén mdt gian hang c6 tén “Piém Goi Qua”, t6i m6i chot nhan thay chuyén gi dang dién ra. Khi t6i néi mén qua, chic chin
¢ ay da nghi t61 mudn n6i dén mdt mdn qua thure su...

“Ching ta dén noi rdi,' Gina vui vé n6i. “Nhing hop qua c6 chit ky ciia Saks rat dugc rra chudng, hodic quy khach c6 thé chon gidy gbi cao cap.”
“Dring thé!” 161 n6i. “Um.. cam on co rit nhiéu! Mic d thuc sy 16i khong dinh...”

Nhung Gina da di mét va hai quy c6 ding sau quiy g6i qua dang mim cudi moi goi toi.

Chuyén ndy hoi dang xau ho.

“Chi da quyét dinh chon loai gidy ndo chura?”” ngudi phu nit I6n tudi hon vui vé ndi voi toi.

“Ching t6i ¢6 mdt loat cAc loai ruy-bang va db trang tri.”

Oi, quy tha ma bét n6 dil Toi s& gdi qua vAy. Y 161 13, chi mit 7 d6 la 50 xu thoi ma - va ciing hay khi ¢6 céi gi @6 dé mo ra khi quay vé phong khach
san.

“Vang!” t6i noi, twoi cudi lai voi ¢ dy. “Toi mudn cai gidy mau bac kia, im on, va ruy-bang meu tim... va mdt chim qua mim x6i mau bac kia.

Neudi phy nir v6i tay Iy gidy va bat dau khéo Iéo gbi céi tti ciia t6i lai - gon gang hon bét cir thir gi toi tw gdi trong doi minh. Va ban biét ddy, viéc nay
kha wui! C6 1& t6i nén thurong xuyén ding dich vu gbi qua tang,

“M6n qua ndy giri ting ai a?”” ngudi phu nit ndi, mé mot cai thiép va Ky ra chiéc bit mau bac.



“Um.. giri dén Becky,” t6i mo hd n6i. Ba ¢ gai, niic quan bo va di bot cao gdt, vira di vao gian gbi qua, t6i hoi to md boi cude dbi thoai giita ho.
““... & hon ban buon...”

“... ha gid hang mau...”

“_.quan bo cta Earl...”

“Va qua tang nay ctia ai glri a?”” nguoi phu nit gdi qua vui vé noi.

“Um.. tir Becky,” t6i n6i ma khong hé suy nghi. C6 gdi qua nhin ti hoi la va t6i chot nhén ra diéu minh vira n6i. “Mot... mt cd Becky khéc,” ti vung
Ve n6i thém.

“.. ha gid hang nau...”

«.. Alexander McQueen, mau xanh nhat, giam gia 80%...”

“_.. ha gia hang miu...”

“_.. ha gia hang mAu...”

T6i khong thé chiu dyng thém dugc nira.

“Xin 161, t6i quay lai noi. “Toi khong cd ¥ nghe 16m cau chuyén ctia cac chi nhung t6i chi mudn biét mot diéu. Ha gia hing méu ki cai gi vay?”
Ca gian g6i qua tré nén im kng. Moi ngudi nhin toi cham chamy, thdm chi ca nguoi phu nit cam cai bit mau bac.

“Chi khong biét ha gi4 hang mau i gi sa0?” mdt ¢b gai miic 4o khoac da cubi cing ciing Ién tiéng, ctr nhur thé t6i vira ndi minh khong biét bang chit c4i
Vay.

“Um.. khong,” 10i dép, cam thiy méit minh dang do dan kn. “Khong, toi... khong biét.” C6 gai nhudén méy, dua tay vao trong tii xéch, uc loi va cudi
cing 16i ra mdt c4i thé. “Chi yéu qui, day a ha gid hing mu.”

Toi cam Ky céi thé tir tay ¢6 Ay - va khi toi doc xong, t6i ndi da ga vi himng thu.

HA GIA HANG MAU

Quén 4o thiét ké, giam 50-70%.

Ralph Lauren, Comme des Garcons, Gucci.

Tui xéch, giay, hang dét kim, giam 40-60%.

Prada, Fendi, Lagerfeld.

“Céi ndy c6 thit sa0?”” Cubi ciing t6i ciing thé lai duroc, nging Ién. Y 61 1, t6i ¢6 thé... ¢6 thé dén d6 dung khong?”
“0, ¢6 chir,” ¢d gai noi. “Churong trinh ndy ¢6 that. Nhung n6 chi dién ra trong mot ngiy.”

“Mot ngay?” Tim t6i bt dau dap nhanh vi hit hoang. “Chi mdt ngay?”

“MOot ngy,” co gai nghiém tic khéing dinh lai. Toi liéc nhin my ¢6 gai khac - va ho déu git dAu tan thanh.
“Nhitng dot ha gia hang mAu khong thong bao rong rai,” mot ngudi gii thich.

“C6 thé ¢6 dot & bat cir dau. Ching chi xuét hién bt chot.”

“Roi ching ra di. Bién n¥t.”

“Va ban chi phai doi dén dip tiép theo.”

Toi nhin hét khudn miit ndy dén khuon mit khéic, nhur b thoi mién hoan toan. Toi cam thiy minh nhu mot nha tham hiém dang nghién ctru v& mt b lac
du cu huyén bi nao do.

“Vay chi c6 mudn bét kip dip ngay homnay?” ¢6 gai miic d méu xanh da trdi noi, g5 vao tim the thirc tinh toi trd lai v6i hién tai, “chi nén nhanh lén.”

Toi chura bao gios di chuyén nhanh dén vy khi ra khoi céi gian hang do. cam chat tii d6 Saks Fifth Avenue, toi bit tax, thér hon hén khi doc dia chi ghi
trén tam thé, va tha minh xudng ghe.



Toi khong biét ching t0i dang di dau hay nhiing dia diém ndi tiéng ndo ching toi vira di qua - nhung t6i khong quan tim. Mién 14 ¢6 quéan ao thiét ké
giam gia, vy thi d6 1a tat ca nhiing gi t6i can biét.

Ching t6i dimg lai, va t0i trd tién cho tai xé, chéc chéin ti phéi boa cho anh ta mdt nira dé anh ta khong nghi i B mdt khach du fich ngudi Anh keo kiét
130 d6 - va tim dap thinh thich, t6i xudng xe.

Phai thi nhdn rang 4n tuong dau tién 1 moi thir c6 vé khong hira hen gi nhidu. Toi dang & mdt con phd véi cac toa nha vin phong va céc cira hang nhin
khong miy hép dan. Trén tim thé d6 ghi 1 i churong trinh ha gia hing mau & s6 405, nhung khi t6i di doc theo cac diy so trén dudng thi sb 405 hoa ra
lai chi |2 mdt toa nha vin phong khéc. Toi da dén nhdm noi 42 T6i di doc via hé mot Iat, sdm soi nhin cAc toa nhé - nhung khong c6 déu hiéu gi ca. Toi
tham chi khong biét minh dang & quan ndo.

B6ng nhién t6i cam thiy nan chi va hoi ngu ngde. L& ra hom nay t6i nén di theo tour di bo da dwroc th> chirc ngon lanh - vay ma thhay vi i thé t6i lai im gi
thé nay? Toi da voi va di dén mot khu vye la hofic ndo do trong thanh phd, noi co the i s& bi bop o cudp d6 bt cir e ndo. The su, chuyen ndy co
18 1 mdt muru dd den tdi ndo do, t0i rau i suy nghil. Y 6i 1, thanh thire mé n6i quan o thiét ké ma giam dén 70% w? L& ra toi nén nhan ra rang diéu do
con lau moi...

Cho chit. Cho... mdt phit xem sao.

Chiée taxi khéc dén, va mot co gai mic vay Miu Miu dang xubng xe. C6 ta nhin vao méu gidy, di bo that nhanh doc trén via hé rdi bién mét sau canh cira
405. Mot ic sau, hai c6 gai nita xuat hién trén pho - va nhur t6i thay, ho cling di vao trong.

C6 I8 ding dia chi nay rdi.
Toi ddy canh cira kinh ra, di vio mdt gian phong t0i tan, va git dau lo Fing voi ngudi gac cira dang ngdi bén ban.

X: 99

“Um.. xin 16, t6i lich sy n6i. “Toi dang tim...
“Tang 12,” anh ta chén nan n6i. “Thang mdy & cudi phong”

Toi bude voi t6i cudi phong, di vao cai thang may cii k§, va 4n ting 12. Cham i va ko ket, chiéc thang may tir tir di Ién - t6i bit diu nghe thiy am
thanh dinh tai nhirc 6c¢ voi am lugng moi lic mot 1on khi t6i cang Ién tang trén. Thang may dot nhién kéu ram, canh cra mo ra.... va 6i Chua oi. Day 1a
moOt hang ngudi x€p ndi dudi nhau a?

Mot hang dai cac co gai dang xep tir canh cira cudi hanh lang, Nhidu ¢6 méic 4o khodc cashmere, nhiéu ¢6 méc vest den, nhiéu c6 lai lic Ir mai toc dudi
£ tré trung va tan chuyén s6i ndi trén dién thoai di dong. Khong ¢6 nao la khong trang dlem, di giay sanh diéu va xach theo mdt cai tti hang hi¢u nao do,
néu khong thi it nhat cing 14 cai vi dung tién xu xinh x3n nhét ctia Louis Vuitton - va ri rAm trong cac cudc n6i chuyén rai rac nhimg céi tén ciia céc hing
thoi trang danh tiéng. TAt ca bon ho déu don kén phia trude, di chuyén chic chén timg phén trén san nha voi nhitng d6i giay cao got nhon hodt, va trong
mét bon ho toat 1én mot cai nhin khén thiét. Chdc chdc lai ¢6 ai d6 lach minh ra khoi canh ctra, cam theo mdt tiii do to ding, khong c6 tén hidu - va
khoang ba c6 gai chen vao duoc bén trong, Roi ngay khi ti chui dirgc vao phia cudi hang thi ¢6 tiéng hét Ién, va mot phu nit md canh cira ra, vai mét

sau lung toi.
“Mot 16i vao khac dang ndy,” ba ta hét én. “Di 16i nay!"

Nay trude mit t0i, ca mot hing dai toan dau B dau ngodi lai. Hang loat ngwoi hit hoi mdt lic - rdi nhur mdt dot thuy tricu, céc co gi lao vé phia ti. Toi
nhén thdy minh dang lao vé phia cénh ctra, chi dé tranh khong bi d6n ngi - va bong nhién t6i dimg & giita phong, hoi choang véng, moi ngudi tan ra va
hudng dén céc gia dé hang,

T6i nhin quanh, ¢6 ging x4c dinh phwrong hudng, Hét gia nay dén gia khéc toan quan 4o, cac ban phu kin tti xach, gy va khan quang cb. t61da tia
durge mdt cai do dét kim ciia Ralph Lauren... mt gi4 toan a0 khoac 1ong y... mot dbng tiii Prada... Y 6i 1, giéng nhu gidc mo trd thanh hién thye vay!
Chd ndo 10i cling nhin thiy céc c6 gai quang quang chon do, tim cic nhén hiéu, deo thir t0i. Nhitng mong tay dugc cat tia cao vao céc thir do cir nhur
mong vugt cua nhing con chim n thit va t0i khong tin dugc sao ching o thé 1am viéc nhanh dén thq Khi nhin ¢6 gai dimg trude nyit 61, toi thiy hoang
hot. C6 ay om mot dong do ma t6i tham chi con chura bat dau. Néu téi khong vao d6, moi thir s€ bicn mat ti€u. Toi phai chdp ngay cai gi do!

Toi vt vé mdi dén duge mdt trong céc gia dé hing va bét du nhin qua nhimg chiéc vy bang the xEp fi. Ba tréim d6 giam xudng con by muoi do! Y toi
14, ngay ca khi ban chi mac n6 mot lan... Va 6i Cha oi, nhimg chice quan tuyét dep bang vai hoa in, nhan hiéu ndo do i chua timg nghe thay nhung
giamdeén 90%! Va mot cai 4o khoac da... va nhitng cai tii xach Prada kia. Toi phai mua mt trong nhirng chiéc tii Prada kia!

Khi nin thr voi iy mdt céi thi tay toi dung phai tay mdt co gai khac.

“Nay!” c6 ta ngay lap tirc ndi, va vo iy cai tii. “Toi & ddy trude!”

“0,” 61 n6i. “Um.. xin 16i,” T61 nhanh chéng chop léy mot céi khac, thanh that ma noi, cai nay nhin giéng hét. Khi ¢ gai kiém tra bén trong céi tui, t6i
khong thé khong nhin cham cham vao mong tay c6 dy. Ching duoc gitia thanh hinh vudng trang tri can than voi hai gam mau hong khac nhau. Lam nhur
thé phai mét bao Iau nhi? Khi ¢6 ay nging Ién, toi nhin thiy toc co 4y ciing c6 hai tong méu - c4c lon toc ndu va tim - trong khi mdi c6 dy dugc ké can
than duong vién bang miu tia va t6 déu bang mat hoa ca nhat.

“C6 chuyén gl khong?' ¢ ay néi, dot nhién nhin t6i khién ti giat minh.



“Khong! Téi chi dang ban khoan... khong biét phong thay db & dau?”
“Phong thay dd 47" C6 4y cuoi khiic khich. “C c6 dia khong ddy? Khong c6 chuyén d6 dau.”

“0.” Toi lai nhin xung quanh v théty mdt c6 géi da den xinh dep, cao khoéng mt bay, c6i hét quin o chi con lai 4o ngue va quan I6t. “Toi hiéu roi. viy
ching ta...thay dd luén & ddy a2 Tuyét!” toi chdp nhan. “Khong vén dé gi ca.”

Toi do du bat dau c6i dan ciic 40 khodc, tw nhii v6i ban thn réng khong c6 la chon néo khéc - va du sao thi ciing chéing ai nhin ca. Nhung théi d¢ ctia
C6 gai Hai- Tong méau thay d6i khi ¢o 4y nhin toi.

“C6 I ngudi Anh 427

“Vang, C6 nhén ra giong ndi cta t6i a?”

“T6i yéu ngudi anh!” Mt ¢b Ay sang lén. “Bo phim do, Notting Hill ding khong? Téi yéu bd phim d6!”
“O dung rdi! Toi ciing thé.'

“Céi anh chang x(t Wales d6. Anh ta that hai hude!” C6 &y bong nhién nhéin it lai khi t0i nhic chan ra khoi géy. “Nay, khoan da. C6 khong nén thay
d06 ¢ ngoai nhur the nay.'

“Tai sao khong?'
“Boi vi ¢6 Ja ngudi Anh! Ai ciing biét ngudi Anh rét kin dao. N6 gidng nhur... cin bénh dén toc hay gi d6.”
“Thye ra, viée d6 6nma...”

“Dumg ngai viée do, t0i € lo vundy.” Toi hoang hét khi ¢b gai sai budc that nhanh vd vao ngudi mdt phu nit mic dd den dumg & cira. “Xin 16i. C6 gai
ndy la ngwoi Anh. CO ay can mit cho riéng dé thir §6. OK?”

Nguoi phy nit quay ra nhin toi chim chim nhur thé t6i i nguoi sao Hoa va t6i lo Fing mim cuoi lai.
“Thét ra, dimg lo. Téi khong thiy phién...”

“Cb 4y can riéng tu!” ¢ gai khiing khing. “Ho khac ching ta nhidu. D6 ki mot nén vin hod khac. C6 dy co thé di vao sau cac gia dé hang ¢ ding kia
dugc khong?”

“Lam on. Téi khéng mubn...'

“Thé ndo ciing duroc,” ngudi phy nit n6i, dao miét nhin. “Chi can khong am 1on x6n d dang bay 1 duoc.”
“Camon,” t61 n6i voi co gai, hoi ing ting mot chit. “Nhan tién gidi thiéu toi 1a Becky.”

“Jodie.” C6 4y mim cudi that troi voi toi. “Rét thich doi boot ciia co!”

Toi bién mét sau cac gia dé hang va bat dau thir hét tt ca quan a0 gom dugc. Vi mdi cai toi déu cam thiy himg khoi mot chit - va khi cam dén chiée
tti Prada, trong t6i trao dang niém vui. Prada giam gia dén 50%! Y t6i la, viéc nay lam cho ca chuyen di gia tri, chi viéc nay théi cling du.

Sau khi thir xong xudi, t0i ra khoi gia héng thi thiy Jodie dang chui vio mdt chiéc vay co giin miu tring,

“Dot ha gi4 hing mAu ndy thit tuyét!” C6 Ay ca tung, “Toi nhur... t6i dang dimg & dau nhi?”

“T6i biét ¢ mudn ndi g, o1 mim cudi vui vé véi ¢d dy. “A ma cai vay do rat tuyét ddy.”

“Co s& mua tit ca chd d6 chir?” 6 Ay ndi, va nhin dong dd trén tay toi ddy ngudng mo.

“Khong phéi tit ca.” Toi suc tay vao déng do. “Khong phai.. cai quin ndy. Con céc thir khac thi co.”

“Tuyét! Mua di, ¢6 gai.”

Khi t6i vui vé di dén ban thanh toan, cin phong vang lén nhimg giong phu nit the thé va t6i c6 thé thdy nhirng méu hoi thoai trbi ndi khéip noi.
“Minh phai mua n6,” mdt ¢ gai n6i, wém cai do khodc 1én ngudi. “Minh chic phai mua n6 thoi.”

“OK, viéc mmh s& lélmrlé‘l, minh chi viéc téng 450 d6 minh tiéu ngay hdm nay vao plﬁn thé ng,” mt co gai khac néi véi ban minh khi ho budce ra cura,
chat theo day tii d6. “Y minh Ia, 450 d6 trong vong 30 nam toi thi s 13 cai gi nhi?”



“M6t tram phan trim cashmere!”” mdt ngudi khéc reo 1én. “C6 ¢6 nhin thiy cai ndy khong? Chi ¢ 50 d6 la! Toi phai mua ba cai méi duoc.”

Toi quéng df:)ng d6 1én ban nhin quanh cin phong sang trung va 6n 4, nhin cac c0 gai chay di chay lai, chop Jy cac mon qlé, quang thir nhirmg chiéc
khén, chat day nhimg thir mdi tinh hao nhoéng lén canh tay. Va t0i bong cam thdy am long, mdt swr nhén thirc manh m vé ban than. Dy la dong loai cua
to1. To1 da tim thay qué huong minh.

Vai gior sau, t0i tr6 lai khéich san Bon Mua, vin con dang phén khich tt ciing, Sau vu ha gid hing méu, t6i ra ngodi ubng ca phé “chao mimg dén New
York” cuing Jodie. Ching t6i ng6i 6 mot ban da cam thach, nhAmnhi ly ca phé Frappuccinos duoc loc hét chat cafein va nham nhap banh nuéng x6p
khong co chét béo bi qua nam viét quét, rdi ca hai chiing t6i tinh toan chinh xéc sd tlen ching t6i tiét kiém duoc khi mua dwoc may mon hoi nay (1.230
d6 ddi voi trudng hop ctia t6i!). Ching t6i thoa thuén s& gip lai nhau Jan nita trong sudt chuyén thim ciia t0i - va roi Jodie néi cho t6i tat ca vé cai trang
Web tuyét voi hang ngay giri cho ban moi thong tin vé cac sy kién kiéu nhu thé nay. Hang ngay! Y 6i 1, sur Iwa chon i vo han. Ban c6 thé danh ca doi
dé dén cac dot ha gia hang mau!

Ban biét ddy. V& Iy thuyét 1a vay.

T6i di 1én phong - va khi mo cira ra, t6i thiy Luke dang ngdi & ban doc méy tor bao.

“Chao anh!” T6i hén hén n6i, wirt cac i do én chiéc girdng rong Ion. “Nghe ndy, em can ding méy xach tay.”

“Puge thdi,” Luke ndi, “Chic chin i, Anh dy cam cai may x4ch tay Ién dira cho t0i, va t6i cam Iy, ngdi lén girong, T6i md méy xach tay, xem lai
mau gidy Jodie dua cho, 161 gd dia chi vao.

“Véy ngay hom nay ctia em thé no?” Luke hoi.

“N6 rat tuyét!” t6i ni, va nong voi gd vao ban phim. “Em da im quen dugc v6i mdt ngudi ban moi, va em da di thim rét nhiéu noi trong thanh phd... 61,
anh hay nhin vao trong chiéc tti mau xanh di! Emda mua cho anh my cai 4o so mi rat dep!”

“Bm da bat diu cam nhan dugc noi nay chura?”
0, em nghi vay. Y emB, 13 rang van con sém...” Toi nhin nhé voi cai man hinh. “Chay di ndo, em cam nhan duge oL
“Nhung em khong bi choang ngop chit?”

‘f)Um.. khong hin,” t6i lo dang n6i. Aha! Dot nhién mén hinh ngp tran cac hinh anh. Mot hang keo nho xiu trén cling - va logo viét, “Vui vé. Thoi trang,
O New York. Trang chii website The Daily Candy!

T6i nhén vao phfin “Dang nhap” 10i nhanh chong g6 dia chi email ctia minh, khi Luke dting Ién dén bén toi, nét lo léng hién ra trén khudn mat anh.
“Vay thi hity n6i cho anh, Becky 4, anh ni. “Anh biét chéic chén tit ca viéc ndy rat xa la va déng so i v6i em. Anh biét em khong thé tim thiy chd.
dimg ¢ ddy chi moi trong mbt ngdy. Nhung voi nhiing an twong dau tién - em c6 nghi s& lam quen duoc voi New York khong? Em c6 nghi ¢6 the thay
minh dang song & day khong?”

Toi b chit c4i cudi cling day hao himg, nhan nit “Giri”, 6i nhin anh tram ngAm

“Anh biét sao khong? Emnghi em c6 thé lam duoc viée nay.”

HOWSKI VA FORLANO

LUAT SU CHUYEN VE NHAP CU VAO HOAKY

568 E.PHO 56

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016

C6 Rebecca Bloomwood:

Cém on ¢6 da hoan tat don xin nhip canh vao Hoa K. Nhu c6 d biét, céc nha chirc trach mong mudn dugc dénh gié tai san cling nhu tai ning diic
biét ma c6 cd thé mang dén cho dat nude ndy.

Trong muc B69 dé cip dén céc kha ndng dic bigt, ¢o viét, “Toi rét gioi mdn hod hoc, haly hoi bit ci ai ¢ truong Oxford.” Thyc sy ching t0i da lién lac
voi hi€u pho truong Pai hoe Oxford nhung 6ng ay da khong thé chi ra mbi lién quan nao dén thanh tich ctia ¢b.

Ca hudn luyén vién nhay xa ctia doi tuyén Olympic Anh Qudc ciing vdy.
Ching t6i giri kém thu ny méy mau don mdi va yéu cau c6 khai lai Jan nira.

Tran trong.



Elgar Forlano
Ban dang doc truyén 7in D6 Shopping Oanh Tac Manhattan dwoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon ¢ Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chwong 9

HAINGAY SAU, t6i cém théy hoi chodng ngop bdi nhing cénh vit va Am thanh ciia New York. Toi d di bd qua nhiéu day phd dén ndi chén toi dau
nhirc, va t6i da nhin thay nhimg diéu tht vi dén kinh ngac. Chang han nhu ¢ Bloomingdale, nguoi ta ¢6 mdt nha miy san xudt socdla! Va ¢ ca mit quin
chang c¢6 gi nhurng lai day ray nhirng ctra hi€u giay!

T6i van ¢b i Luke ctng di ngamtat ca nhitng khung canh ky diéu nay nhung anh chi tham dyr hét cude hop nay dén cudc hop khéc. Anh gap khoang hai
muroi ngudi mdi ngly - ra sire thuyét phuc nhmgkhachhangtlemmngva mic n01 voi nhiing nguoi 1am truyén hinh, va thdm chi con di tim bang nt
bang mo van phong & khu tai chinh. Anh n6i trong bita sang hdm qua rang anh can nhanh chong bit tay vao cong viéc va gt hi duoc nhing thanh cong
ban dau ngay khi vira dén. T6i dinh n6i dia mot chit vé viée “Hay bé gily mot chan dil” (¥)... nhung roi toi quyét dinh khong ni nita. Thoi gian nay
Luke dang nghi moi vi€c hoi nghi€m tic mot chut.

Cung voi viée gy dung cong ty moi, sang ndo anh ciing nhin duoc nhitng bao cdo tuong tén tir Alicia 6 London - ¢6 ta khong ngimg gdi fax cho anh ay
phé chuén va giri nhitg e-mail dai khong can thiét. Toi biét co ta chi lim vay dé pho trurong tai niing voi Luke - va diéu thue sw kho chiu i n6 c6 tac
dong. Ching han nhur viéc, hai khach hang goi dién than phién vai chuyén, nhung khi anh 4y goi cho Alicia, ¢ ta da nhanh chong hanh dong va gidi quyét
xong, Ri thi toi phai nghe dén 15 phiit vé viée co ta gioi giang ra sao, cd ta dang m tt cong viéc nhur thé 130 - V& t6i ctr git dau méi nhur thé hoan toan
tan thanh. Nhung t6i van khong thé chiu dugc ¢6 ta. Mt sang no, ¢6 ta goi dién khi Luke d ra ngoai, va khi toi cAmmay Ién, c6 ta n6i, “Rét xin 16i vi
lam phién dén gidc ng tuyét voi ctia chil” voi cai giong day ké ca, va cip may trude khi toi kip nghi ra cu tra don hay.

Tuy nhién, ding lo. Pidu tich cuc 1 Luke va t0i da thu xép duoc mot chl}yén didao trong Central Park - duichila 5 phut. Vamit chiéu no, Luke dua
t01 dén pha Staten Island, noi nay that ky di€u - trir ci luc t6i lam roi chiec mii ludi chai bong chay mai ciia minh xuong bién.

RS rang t6i khong ¢b  hét to nhur vay. Va i ciing khong ¢b v dé ngudi phu nit 16n tudi Ay nghe nham s nghi toi bi it “con meo” - chic chin t6i ciing
khong mu6n ba dy khang khing doi con tau dimg lai. Chuyén ny gy ra chit 6n a0 1on xon, thyre sy hoi déng xau hd. Tuy nhién, dimg lo - nhur Luke
noi, it nhat thi tat ca cac du khach mang theo may quay kia ciing c6 cai gi d6 dé quay phim

Nhung bay gio dang 1 sang thir Tu. Nhig ngay nghi da tr6i qua - va t6i ¢6 mot linh cam mo hd vé ndi so' héi chét ngurdi. Hom nay i cude hen dau tién
ctia t01 v6i hai ngudi rit quan trong bén truyén hinh dén tir dai HLBC. Toi thuc su rit so.

Luke da di n sang tir som gip g& Michael va cong ty sin dau ngudi hang dau ndo d6 chuyén tim kiém ngudi tai trong finh vire PR. Cong ty ndy s& cung
cép nhén vién cho anh 4y, vi thé t6i bi bo lai mdt minh trén giwdng, nhim nhi ca phé va nhAm nhép c4i banh stmg bo, tw nhi voi minh dimg lo lang, Bi
quyét i dimg hdt hoang, hay luon binh tinh va tyr tin. Luke cir cam doan A voi t0i ring dAy chi | mot cude gip mit, khong phai cude phong van, chi
don gian 14 sy ra mit. Anh 4y goi n6 [ bita trra “dé-lam-quen-véi-em.”

Nhung & mdt khia canh néo d6, &n trua con dang sg hon phong van. Dicu gi xéy ra néu ban i roi ci gi d6? Dicu gi xay ra néu t6i khong boa cho ding
nguoi Diéu gi xay ra néu t6i khdng the nghi ra cai gi d6 d€ ndi ma ngdi do trong sy im ling nguong ngling?

Toi danh ca budi sang trong phong, ¢b ging doc Wall Street Journal va xem CNN - nhung viéc d6 tham chi con lam t6i so hon. Y 61 I, miy nguoi dan
chuwrong trinh truyén hinh My nay tai tinh khong ché vao déu duoc. Ho khong bao g n6i nhiu, khong bao i bong dua, va ho biet moi thir. Chéng han
nhu ai 14 tham tan thuong mai ctia I rac va nhitng anh hudng ctia vi€e trai dat nong dan 1én doi voi PE ru. Va t6i & day, nghi rang t6i cd thé lam dugce cai
ma ho lam.

Vin dé khac ctia t6i 1 nhiéu nim nay t6i chua timg tham gia mt cudc phong vén hén hoi ndo ca. Churong trinh Morning Coffee chura bao gio budn
phong van t61, t0i chi viéc ctr the ma lam thoi. Con cong viée ¢l cta 01 & chuyén mye Successful Saving, toi chi ¢ mbt budi tan gau than mét voi Philip,
tong bién tap, von da bict toi tir cac budi hop bao trude do. Vi vy y nghi phai giy dugc sy chi y cuia hai nhan vét la hoac chwra hé gip nao do 1a dicu
that dang so.

“Hay ctr Ia chinh em,” Luke Iu6n n6i vay. Nhung thanh thire ma n6i, d6 la mot y nghi thit nure cuoi. Ai cling biét, cbt i ctia viée phong van khong phai
1a d¢€ thé hién ban I3 ai ma gid vo ban 1a bat ky ki€u nguoi ndo ngudi ta yéu cau cho cong viée d6. Do 1a Iy do tai sao ngurdi ta goi nd 1a “ky xdo phong
van.”

B6 trang phuc t6i s& miic phong van [ cai 4o vest den tuyét dep mua & Whistles, voi c4i chén vay kha ngfin dugc khau bang mot duong chi dé nhé nhin,
Toi két hop ching voi mot dbi gidy cao got va mdt cai quin tit mong dit tién. (Hay con goi né 1 “bit tit dar” vi tir bay gior t6i phai goi nhur vay. Nhung
thanh thue ma noi, nghe cir nhur trong kich Shakespeare hay gi d6.) Khi t6i dén nha hang da hen, nhin minh trong cénh cira kinh, t6i hoan toan bi 4n
tugng. Nhung ciing i d6, mot nira trong t6i mudn bo chay, tir bo ¥ dinh, va mua cho minh mot doi giy that dep dé an .

Du sao t6i cling khong thé lam vay. Toi phai vuot qua chuyén nay. Ly do bung t6i cam thiy trong rong va tay toi udt dammo héi 1a vi viée nay thuc sy
quan trong ddi voi toi. Toi khong thé tur nhit réng minh khong quan tim va né khong quan trong, gidng nhur cai cach ti van lm véi hdu hét moi chuyén.
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Boi vi chuyén nay that sw quan trong. Neu t0i khong 6 ging kiém duge mdt cong viée & New York thi toi s& khong thé song & ddy. Néu toi pha hong
cude phong vén va lan truyén khiip noi, ring t6i khong con hy vong - thi moi chuyén déu két thuc. Oi Chia oi. Chua oi...

OK, binh tinh n4o, tdi tyr trén an minh. Toi ¢6 thé kim viéc nay. Toi c6 thé Bm duge. Va sau do, i s& tur chiéu dai minh mdt bira nho nho. Cai trang
web Keo ngot Moi ngdy giri mail cho t6i sang nay, va 16 rang la siéu thi 1on ban do trang diém ¢ SoHo ¢6 t€n goi Sephora nay dang c6 chuong trinh
khuyeén nﬁl dac biét ngay hdm nay,dén‘ 4h chiép Moi kh;ich hang déu dugc tang mot géi keo - néu ban mua tri gid 50 d6, ban s€ duoc tang mdt cai hdp
trang diém dac bi€t dugc chamkhic cau ky! Y 6i 1, dicu nay thét tha vi, ding khong?

Khoang hai gidy sau khi email d6 duoc giri dén, t6i ciing nhan dugc mot cai ttr Jodie, ¢o gai t6i da gap 6 chirong trinh ha gia hang méu lan trude. Toi da
ke Voi ¢b Ay rang toi hoi lo ling ve cude gap mat voime cua Luke - ¢6 4y noi t6i nén cai thién lai bé ngoai cho dip nay va Sephora chéc chin I dia diém
can dén, vay t6i c6 mudn gip co dy khong? S& rat vui, it nhat f...

Péy, ban thdy khong, t6i da cam thay kha hon rdi, chi cin nghi dén chuyén d6. OK, ¢ 1én ¢ gai. Hay di gip ho di.

Toi don hé’tq strc day canh ctramora, va bdng nhién thiy minh dang & trong mdt nha hing rit sang trong, tit ca déu i d6 son mii den véi vai lanh tring
va nhitng bé ca day mau sac.

“Xin chao,” nhan vién khach san trong trang phuc den ndi.

“Chao,” toi néi. “Toi dén day dé gip...”

Chét tiét, toi hoan toan quén tén nhitng ngudi t6i sdp gip.

Oi, khoi dau tuyét ddy, Becky! Viéc nay that chuyén nghiép ddy.

“Anh cho... mdt chit duge khong?” Toi ndi va quay di, niit hoi do. Toi luc méu gidy - ching ddy roi. Judd Westbrook va Kent Garland.
Kent 4? Py c6 phai la mot cai tén c that khong nhi?

“T6i |a Rebecca Bloomwood,” t6i ndi v6i anh nhan vién, voi va nhét méu gidy trd lai tii xach, “dén gip Judd Westbrook va Kent Garland ctia dai truyén

Anh ta do danh séch rdi mim cuoi lanh nhat. “A vang, Ho da dén déy rdi”

Toi thé tht sau, di theo anh ta dén ban an - va ho kai rdi. Mcf):[ phunit toc vang trong b0 vest mau bg: va rp@t ngudi dan 6ng ndibat trong bd vest d‘en
cfn}g khong ché vao dau duoc deo ca vat mau luc xam. Toi dé}l tranh~ voi ban than d€ khong chay tron, cc”)ﬂmim cuoi that t tin, va gio tay ra. Ho dé}l
ngang Ién nhin t61, khong ai n6i gi trong mot lic - va tdi cam thay t6i 101 nhu vira pha v& mdt nghi thirc chuan mure nao do. Y 61 I, 6 My ngudi ta bt tay
dung khong nhi? Ban c6 nén hon ma khong nhi? Hay cti dau?

Va may thay, ngudi phu nit toc vang dimg ddy nim tay t6i that 4m ap.

“Becky!” ¢6 ta noi. “Rét vui mimg duoc gip chi. Toi d Kent Garland.”

“Judd Westbrook,” ngudi dan 6ng n6i, nhin ti v6i anh mét sau tham tham. “Chiing toi rét hao hire duoc gip chi.”

“T6i ciing vAy!” t0i néi. “Va cam on anh chi vi b6 hoa rit dang yéu!”

“Khong ¢6 g, Judd noi, va din t6i ra ghé ngdi. “D6 1a vinh hanh ciia ching t6i.”

“Mot vinh hanh 16n lao,” Kent noi.

Mot quang im ing cho doi.

“Vang, d6 ciing 1a.... niém vinh hanh to 16n d6i vai 61, t6i nhanh nhau ndi. “Vo cling... 1on lao.”

Tir ndly dén gior a0 dn. Néu chung t6i ¢t tiép tuc ndi véi nhau niém vinh hanh nhu thé ndo, t6i chéic s& 6n ca thoi. Toi than trong dat t0i xach xuong san
nha, cling voi miy t Financial Times va Wall Street Journal. Toi ciing da nghi dén t& South China Morning Post nhung lai quyét dinh nhur thé ké ra hoi
qua.

“Quy khach mudn ding d6 udng gi a?”” ngudi phuc vu ban ndi, xudt hién ngay canh ti.

“A vang!” T6i n6i, v lo king nhin hrét quanh ban xem moi ngudi da goi gi rdi. Kent va Judd déu da c6 mdt cbe day cai gi d6 nhin nhw coktail G&T, vi
thé tot hon hét 1a t61 nén theo ho. “Lam on cho cock-tail G&T.”

Thanh thyrc m n6i, 10i nghi minh can nd, chi dé thur gén. Khi toi mo the don ra, cé Judd va Kent déu cham chit nhin toi canh gidc, ctr nhu thé ho nghi
t61 ¢6 theé dot nhién bung no thanh bong hoa hay cai gi d6 vay.

“Chuing t6i da xem cac bang ghi hinh ctia chi,” Kent n6i, nhoai ngudi vé phia trude. “Va ching t6i thiy rat 4n tuong,”



“That thé a?”" t6i n6i, va rdi nhin ra giong minh khong nén t6 ra qua ddi ngac nhién nhur vy, “Thét ra,” t6i nhic lai, ¢6 ging t6 ra binh than. “Véng, trm,
that sy i rat ty hao vé churong trinh, duwong nhién la...”

“Chi biét déy, Rebecca, ching t6i san XUAt mot ’chu’ong trinh ¢4 tén la Consumer Today‘,” Kg:rlt noi. “Hién gio' ching t6i rat mudn cho thém phﬁn tu van
dai loai nhu kich ban chi dang lam & Anh.”” C6 ay liéc nhin Judd, ngudi cling dang gat dau dong tinh.

“R0 rang chico niém dam mé trong finh vure tai chinh cd nhan,” anh ta noi.

“Oi,” t6i ndi, hoi choang. “Um...”

“Piéu ndy toa sang trong cic chuong trinh ctia chi,” anh ta manh mé khéing dinh. “Ciing nhur sirc hit mé chi truyén tai qua cac chi dé chi m.”
Suc hit u?

“Chi biét déiy, chi thue su rét doc d4o, Rebecca a,” Kent dang noi. “Mat co gai tré gﬁn gfii va duyén dang, kién thire chuyén mdn cao va dﬁy stc thuyét
phuc, trong nhitng diéu chi noi...”

“Chi la ngudn cam himg cho nhiing nguoi dang gip kho khan vé tai chinh & khdp noi,” Judd dong y.

“Diéu chiing t6i ngudng md nhét 1 tinh kién nhén chi thé hién khi im viéc voi nhimg ngudi nay.”

“Sy cam thong chi danh cho hg...”

... va phong céch tré trung ctia chi nita chir!”” Kent néi, va nhin t6i chim chii. “Lam thé ndo chi giit dugc phong cach d6 thé?”

“Um.. chi biét ddy! Cai do... tyr nhién mi c6, t6i nghi vdy...” Nguoi phuc vu ban dit d6 ubng trude mit t6i va t6i cAm nhanh iy n6 ddy biét on. “Um
can ly nao, moi nguoi!” toi ndi, nAng cao céi ly én.

“Can ly!” Kent néi. “Chi d4 san sang goi mén chua Rebecca?”

“Chéc chén rdil” t6i d4p va nhanh chong nhin that nhanh thire don. “Urm... im on cho mdn ¢4 virge, va salat rau.” T6i nhin nhitng nguoi khac. “Va ching
ta ding chung bénh mi toi chi?”

“T6i khong an cac mon lam béng bot mi,” Judd lich sy noi.

“Khong sao,” toi ndi. “Vay... con Kent?”

“T6i khong an c4c mon c6 nhidu cacbon-hydrat,” ¢b Ay vui vé noi. “Nhung chi ctr tw nhién. Toi chiic 1 n6 rat ngon!”
“Khong, khong sao,” t6i nhanh nhau noi. “T6i s€ chi ding ca vroc.”

Chuia oi, im sao i ngde nghéch thé chir? Tét nhién ngurdi Manhattan khong n banh mi toi.

“Va d6 udng gi a?” ngudi bdi ban hoi.

“Um..” t6i nhin quanh ban. “T6i khong biét. C6 18 1 rwou vang nho tréing ching? Moi ngudi mudn udng gi nhi?”

A A

“Nghe on ddy,” Kent n6i voi mot nu cuoi than thién, va toi tho' phio nhe nhdm. “Chi thém mdt chit nude khoéng Pellegrino nita cho t6i,” ¢6 Ay ndi thém,
va chi vao cai coc cua minh.

“Ca t6inita,” Judd ndi.

Pellegrino sao? Ho dang udng Pellegrino 42

“T6i ciing chi ubng mrde thoil” 61 néi nhanh. “Téi khong can ruou niva! N6 chi B y nghif nhét thoi. Anh chi biét ddy...”
“Dumg!” Kent néi. “Chi ctr udng bt cir thir i chi thich!” C6 4y mim curdi véi ngudi bdi ban.

“Lam on cho mdt chai vang nho tring, cho vi khach ctia chiing toi.”

“Thanh thuec...” t61 noi, mat do lén.

“Rebecca ndy,” Kent noi, gio tay 1én va mim cudi. “Bat cir thir gi lam chi thdy thoai méi.”

(:)’i tuyét that. Gior thi c6 Ay nghi t6i chic chén 1 mdt ké nghién ruou. C6 4y nghi toi khong thé séng sot qua mot bita trua dé- B quen-véi-em ma khong
uong say tuy Iuy.



Puoc rdi, dimg lo. Moi viée di vay roi. Va s& OK thoi. Toi s& chi ubng mot ly. Mot ly, va thé i di
Va d6 thue sy 13 vide 16i dinh am Udng mot ly va két thic & do.

Nhung van dé 13, ctr mdi in t6i ubng hét Iy rou ctia minh thi ngudi bdi ban lai dén d6 ddy né Ian nita, va ching hiéu thé ndo t6i lai thiy minh ubng tiép.
Hon nita, ¢6 vé s€ hoi tiec khi goi cd mdt chai ruou ma lai khong uong,

Va rét cude I, dén e ching t6i &n xong, t6i cam thély hoi... Um. Toi nghif chi mdt tir I say. Mot tir khéic 1a say bi ti. Nhung khong thanh vén dé, boi vi
ching t6i da thye sy ¢6 mdt thoi gian vui vé cling nhau, va t6i thL_rp su t6 ra rat di dom. Qé & vi toi da thu gign mﬁt chut. T6i da ké cho ho nghe rat nhiéu
chuyén vui nhdn ¢ hau trudng chuong trinh Morming Coffee, ho ing nghe cham chi va déu ndi cing mdt cau “rat an tugng,”

“Tét nhién ngudi Anh cac chi rat khéc v6i ching t61,” Kent néi day suy tur, khi toi ké cho c6 4y nghe vé cai ln anh chang quay phim Dave dén truong
quay say bi ti dén do nga bd nhao vao gilta mdt canh quay va lam cho Emma ngody tay vao mili. Chia o, viéc d6 rat budn cuoi. Thye sy, t6i da khong
thé nhin duoc cudi khi nghi vé chuyén nay.

“Chung t6i rt thich khiéu hai hude kiéu Anh cta chi,” Judd néi va nhin t6i cham chia nhur thé dang chd doi mdt cau chuyén cuoi khéc.

OK, nhanh Ién. Nghira c4i gi &6 vui nhon di. Chét hai hude kiéu anh. Um.. Fawlty Towers (**) chiing? Hay Ab Fab (*#%)?

“Dlmg dé cap dén chién tranh!” T6i nghe tiéng minh kéu kén. “Oi anh yéu quy.” Téi cudi khi khi, Judd va Kent trao nhau anh mét khé hiéu.

Vira ltic d6, ca phé dugc mang ti. ft nhat thi t6i ciing dang udng ca phé, Kent thi dang udng tra ding cho bita sang & Anh, va Judd dang udng céi thir
thao moc ndo d6 ma anh ta dua cho boi ban pha.

‘Téi ;ét thich Fré,” Kent n01, mim cudi v 11, “Rét thanh tao. Néy, Rebeqca. O Anh, c6 mdt phong tuc ma ban xoay 4m tra ba lan theo chiéu kimdéng
ho dé xua duoi ta ma. DPicu d6 co ding khong? Hay 14 nguoc chiéu kim dong ho?”

Xoay céaiamtra a? Toi chua bao gio nghe vé viée xoay cai am tra quai go nao.
‘Um.. d€ toi nhé xemndo.”

To6i nhéin mit suy tu, ¢b ging nhd lai in gin ddy nhét minh ubng tra r6t ra tir mot ci Am Nhung hinh anh duy nhét xudt hién trong dau t6i | viéc Suze
nhimg mdt ti tra vao cai coc to trong khi ding rang xé mot goi KitKat.

“Toi nghi 1 ngoc chiéu kim ddng ho,” cudi cling t6i ciing én tiéng, “Boi vi mdt cau ndi ¢d xira, “Ma quy bd quanh cai dong hd... nhung khong bao gid
di theo chi€u ngugc lai.”

Toi dang n6i cai quai gi thé? Tai sao tur nhién t6i lai ndi giong Scotland thé nay?

“Tuyét diéu!” Kent n6i, udng mt ngum tra. “Toi mé mét nhitng phong ture la Au doi ctia Anh nhur thé nay. Chi c6 biét phong tuc ndo khac khong?”

*_Céu trong nguyén ban 1 “Break a leg!”. Pay 1 cdu ndi ding dé chiic ai d6 may mén. - ND.

*#*_Fawlty Towers 1 phim hai tinh thé ndi tiéng ctia Anh duoc phat séng trén dai BBC, gdm hai xéri vao nam 1975 va 1979.
% Ab Fob I tén viét tit ctia phim hai tinh thé “Absolutely Fabulous™ ndi tiéng ctia Anh.

“Tat nhién roi!” Toi hio himg n6i. “Toi biét rat nhicu.”

Théi ndo, Becky. Hay thoi ngay bay gio di.

“Chéing han nhu, ching t6i c6 mdt phong tuc rat ¢6 xura V... v& viée 'xoay banh 3n cling tra'.””

“Thét sa0?” Kent n6i. “Toi chura bao gios nghe thiy phong tuc do.”

“O c6 my,” t6i tyr tin ndi. “La thé ndy, chi Ky cai banh in khi ubng tra...”” 61 béc mdt chiéc banh mi tir chd ngwdi bdi ban vira di qua. “Va chi... xoay no
trén dau nhu the ndy... va chi... chi doc nhd mdt cau chi co van...”

Céc manh vun banh mi dang bét dau roi xubng dau t6i, va toi khong thé nghil dén cau gi khac dé doc cho van véi chir banh an cling tra, vi vay toi dat

chiéc banh xudng va udng mdt ngum ca phé. “Ho im nhur vay & ving Cornwall,” t5i n6i thém.
“Thét sa0?” Judd n6i day himg thi. “Ba t6i ciing dén tir vimg Comwall. T6i phéi hoi ba vé no thoil”
“Chi rai rac vai noi & Comwall,” ti giai thich. “Chi vai diém nhét dinh thoi.”

Judd va Kent nhin nhau day kho hiéu - 16i ca hai bdng pha Ién cuoi.



“Khiéu hai hude kiéu Anh ctia chil” Kent n6i. “N6 that moi me.”

Trong gidly l4t t6i khong hiéu minh nén phan (g lai thé ndo - rdi t6i ciing bit dau cudi. Chua oi, diéu ndy that tuyét. Ching t6i mbi lic n6i chuyén mot
romra. Roi mit Kent sdng bung 1én.

“Nay, Rebecca, t61da dlnh n6i. Toi c6 mdt co hdi kha thil vi danh cho chi. Toi khong biét chico ké hoach gi cho chiéu nay khong, Nhung t6i co mit cai
vé ¢6 mot khong hai... dén...”

C0 dy dimg lai dé tang thém phan higu qua, mim curdi phong khoang, va toi nhin ¢6 4y hao himg bét ngd. Mot vé di du chuong trinh ha gid hang méu ciia
hing Gueci. Chac chan la the roi!

«_.Hoi thao Thuong nién ctia Hiép hdi cac nha Pau tu Tai chinh!” ¢ 4y ndi day ty hao.

Toi khong thé ndi dugc didu g trong mdt Ic.

“That thé 42 Cubi ciing t6i ciing Ién tiéng, giong t6i hoi cao hon binh thudng, “Chi... chi chic dang dia!”

Lam thé quai ndo ma t6i thoat khoi vu nay dugc?

“To6i biét!” Kent vui vé noi. “Toi nghi chi s& rit vui. Vay néu chi khong lim gi chiéu nay thi...”

“T6i sap lam gi d6! Toi mudn gao khoc. Toi s& di Sephora tit lai vé bé ngoai ctia minh.

“C6 mot vai dién gia dugc danh gid rit cao,” Judd n6i thém. “Bert Frankel chéing han.”

“That sa0?”” t6i noi. “Bert Frankel!”

Toi chura bao gios nghe n6i dén cai ga Bert Frankel quai quy do.

“Vdy... t61 ¢6 c4i vé vao cira & ddy...” Kent ndi, véi tay Jy cai tii xach.

Nhanh Ién. Toi phéi néi céi gi d6 néu khong mudn phai danh ca budi chidu quy gid & New York ngdi trong mot phong hoi thao am dam nio do.
“Thét dang tiéc!” Toi nghe thdy minh kéu Ién. “Bai vi thue ra...”

Toi khong thé ndi véi ho 1a t6i phai di thir son moi.

“Thye ra... chiéu nay t6i da c6 ké hoach ghé thiam bao tang Guggenheim”

Phi. Ai lai di phan déi viéc khdm pha vin hoa chir.

“That sa0?”” Kent n6i, nhin hoi thit vong, “Chi khong thé dé viéc nay sang ngay khac duoc sa0?”

“T6i e I khong thé,” toi néi. “Co mdt vét trung bay dic biét na toi hing a0 ude mudn xemké tir khi... ké tir khi toi con 1a dira tré Ién sau.”
“That sao?” Kent noi, mit mo to.

“Puing vay.” Toi nhoai nguoi vé phia trude day vé nghiém tiic. “Lic t0i nhin théy burc anh chup nd trong cudn sach my thuat ciia ba t6i, nd da 1 khat
vong cua toi tir hoi con bé cho dén khi dat chin dén thanh pho New York, va t6i phai xem tac pham nghé thuat nay. By gio toi dang ¢ day... Toi chi
khong thé cho 1au hon dugce nita. To6i hy vong anh chi hiu...”

“Tét nhién ri!” Kent n6i. “Tat nhién 1 ching t6i hiéu chir! Thét i mdt cau chuyén c6 stre 161 cubn!” C6 4y va Judd trao cho nhau nhitng c4i nhin 4n
tuong, va t6i mim cuoi khiém ton lai véi ho.

“Viy... tac phAm ngh¢ thuat do6 | gi vay?”

T6i nhin ¢6 4y chédm chim, vAn mim cudi. OK, nhanh Ién, nghi di. Bao tang Guggenheim. Cac birc tranh dirong dai 42 Hay diéu khic?
To6i 50-50 v6i phurong 4n cac bire tranh duong dai. Gia ma t6i c6 thé goi dién thoai cho ngudi than,

“Thre su... t6i khong nén n6i,” cudi cling toi ciing 1én tiéng, “Téi lubn coi s& thich nghé thuat 1 mot van dé rét riéng tur.”

“0,” Kent n6i, trong ¢o Ay hoi ngac nhién mdt chut. “Vay thi, tit nhién, t6i khong c6 y xAm pham dudi bat ky hinh thirc ndo...”

“Kent ny,” Judd noi, liéc nhin dong hd mot an nira. “Ching ta thire sy phai...”

“Dlng 11, Kent néi. Co éy uéng thém mdt ngum tra nira i dung lén. “To6i xin 161, Rebecca, chiing t6i c6 cudc hop vao luc 2h30. Nhung that vinh hanh



duoc gap chi”
“Tat nhién roi!” toi ndi. “Khong sao dau!”

Toi c6 di that vig theo ho ra ngodi nha hang, Khi di qua x6 d4 dyng ruou toi hoi ko déo nhén ra khong it thi nhiéu minh cling phai uong hét ca chai.
That dang xau hd. Nhung t61 khong nghi ai d6 phat hién ra dau.

Chung t6i ra ngoai nha hang, Judd da goi san mdt chiéc taxi cho toi.

“Thét tuyét khi dwoc gip chi, Rebecea a,” anh néi. “Ching ti s& béo céo lai voi phé giam dde phu trach san xuat chirong trinh ctia ching t6i, va ching
ta s€... gilt lién lac nhé! Hay that vui vé & bao tang Guggenheim nhé.”

“Chéc chin roil” t6i ndi, bét tay timg nguwdi mdt. “Chic chén t6i s& rt thich . Cam on hai anh chi nhiéu nhé!”
T61i Ién taxi va dong sép ctra lai.

“Chao,” ti n6i véi ngudi 14i taxi, rdi nhin xem Judd va Kent da di khoi chua. “Toi mudn di...”

“Bao tang Guggenheim ” ngudi l4i xe chen vao. “Toi da nghe thiy roi.”

“Thirc ra khong phai vy, t6i mudn dén trung tim mua sim SoHo. Céi siéu thi Sephora & Broadway.”

Nguoi lai xe xoay nguoi lai nhin t6i. Anh ta to 16n, da ngam den, va khu6n niit anh ta dang nhan nhim lai.

“Thé con bao tang Guggenheim thi sa0?”

“Um... chic t6i s¢ dén d6 san.”

“Sau a?” nguoi lai xe n6i. “Co khong thé dén xem qua loa béo tang Guggenheim duroc. Guggenheim a mdt bao tang rat dep. Picasso ndy, Kandinsky
nay. C6 khong muon bo qua cho nay dau.”

“Toi s& khong bo qua! Thire su ddy, t6i hira. VAy ching ta di dén siéu thi Sephora bay gi duoc chir? Lamon?”

M6t sy im ling phan d6i tir hang ghé trudc.

“Puoc 1di,” cudi cling anh ta ciing Ién tiéng va bét dau nd may.

Khi ching t6i di khoi, t0i nga minh sau ghé thét thoai méi. Toi nghi bita &n trua thre sur khé sudn sé. C6 1§ noai trir lic t0i ke voi ho giai thoai vé Rory
va con ché dan dudng. Va ca chuyén toi truot chan ng trén dudng vao nha vé sinh nita. Nhung roi, nhitng chuyén do c6 thé xay ra voi bat clr ai ma.
Su that 13, t6i dang lan sau hon vao New York. Mdi chi ba ngay, nhung t6i da bat nhip duoc ngdn nglt va moi thir. Chéng han nhu hom qua, t6i ni bi
tim hi€u ma tham chi khdng can phai nghii. Va t6i khen mdt chiéc vay 1a dé thuong!

Ching t6i d6 lai trude vach danh cho ngudi di bo, t6i nhin chiim chi ra ngoai ban khoan khong biét dang & phd nio - bdng nhién t6i chét clmg vi so.

Kia 2 Judd va Kent. Ngay dang ki, truée mit ching toi. Ho dang sang dudng, Kent dang say swa n6i diu gi d6 va Judd thi gat dau. Oi Chia oi. Toi
khong thé dé ho nghi ti di sai duong dugc. Nhanh én, trén di.

Tim dap thinh thich, t6i ngdi sup xudng dudi ghé, va gan nhur ctii xudng ca san xe, ¢ ging nip sau cuén Wall Street Journal. Troi, tai sao khong c6 thém
khong gian trong may cai taxi nay chir?

“O phia sau OK chir ¢6?” ngudi I taxi noi.

“On ca,” t6i nin th. Toi cén than ngoi dau kén - va on Chiia, Judd va Kent da bién mat. Khi bo 16m ngém én ghé, t6i dap dau vio cira xe.

“Nay ¢6!” mot giong ndi ky quai vang Ién am t6i giat bin minh so hiii. “Can than chir! An toan 1 can thiét, OK? Vi thé thit day an toan vao dil”
“OK.,” t6i ndi giong khiém nhurong, “Xin 181 v& chuyén d6. Toi thure syr xin 161, Toi s& khong m nhur vAy nita.”

Léng ngdng cai lai ddy an toan, i bit gip & trong grrong anh mét ctia ngudi l4i xe.

“P6 11 mdt thong bao duge thu bang lai,” anh ta ndi ddy khinh miét. “C6 dang n6i chuyén véi mot cai méy thu m day.”

Toi biét roi.

Chiing t6i ding lai ¢ siéu thi Sephora trén dai 10 Broadway, t6i gt mdt nimdo la cho nguoi 14i taxi, anh ta nhin t6i dam dam

“Quy c6 vira udng ruou ding khong?”



“Khong,” toi phan nd néi. Y t6i ... ¢6. Nhung chi la mdt chit rrou trong lic in trua...”
Nguoi l4i taxe Fic dau 1ai xe di khoi, va t6i bude khong viing vé phia siéu thi Sephora. Thanh thire ma ndi, t0i cam thiy hoi chéng mat. Toi day canh cura
mo ra va... wow. Peén pha nhay mia klnp bén trong sicu thi sang choang, quanh quay thu ngén den bong; quanh nhing tAm tham chiii chin mau do san

quanh ca hang ngan lo sonmongtaybangtlmytmh Tlengnhac xap xinh, cdc o céi chay qua chaylalkhap noi, va nhitng anh chang an méc rit thoi trang
trong nhiing chiéc 40 polo mau den c6 ¢6 va mil doi dau ddng phuc dang phat cac ti keo. To61 mé man nhin ngd xung quanh, toi chura bao gio thiy nhiéu

phamthe nay trong doi. Hang gia, hang gia son mbi. Hang gi, hang gia phén mit. Ba cic miu nhur ciu vong bay sdc. Va 6i, nhin kia, nhig céi ghé
xinh xin dé ban ngdi danh thir, ca nhitng c4i grong ca nhan nira. Noi ndy... y t6i 1, noi ny 14 thién duong,

“Chao Becky, ,cuéi cung chi cling dén duoc!” Toi ngang Ién thi thiy Jodie dang vay t6i 0 quiy lroc. Hom nay, c6 mic mot cai vy chui dau soc do va
trang, khi t6i tién lai gan, t6i thay mong tay c6 ay cling duoc son stra lai mau ké do va trang cho dong b voi vay. “Pa san sang 16t xac chua?”’

C0 dén t6i dén chd nhitng cai ghé xinh xén kia dé t0i ngdi xudng cam gidc thét d& chiu. Mot cd gai mic d den tién lai gan t0i voi ny cudi than thién
gi6i thiéu minh 13 Mona, chuyén gia trang diém ctia t6i ngady homnay.

“Chi da nghi chi s€ trang diémnhur thé ndo chua a?”” ¢ n6i khi bat mot chiée dén chiéu 1én soi vao mit toi.

“Um, t6i trang diém dé di gip me ban trai toi,” toi giai thich. “T6i muén trong dai loai... chin chu mot chit.”

“Lich su va tinh t& dung khong a?”’

“Chinh xac!”

“T6i hiéu y chi r6i,” Mona ndi, git dau. “Mau ndu sam va miu be. Guong mit kho c6 thé bo qua.”

“Mau niu sam 4?” Jodie n6i, nhiu méy. “Da c6 ai nhin xinh dep voi miu ndu sim chua?”

“Va ¢6 18 mdt mau that nhe nhang véi mbi thdi,” Mona ndi, tang K Jodie. “Hay dé t6i bt dau véi mot Iop kem 16t sang mau...”

C6 4y voi tay Ay mdt miéng mit trang diém rdi nhe nhang phi phén 1én khp mit t6i. Khi ¢o dy bt diu danh it cho t6i, t6i thiy Jodie dimg dang sau,
khuon mit thoang hién mdt céi nhin xét nét.

“Pi voi phong céch lich Iim nay thi mau mdi nhe nhang c6 tdc dung hon,” Mona noi.
“Diing vdy,” toi n6i, git dau ra chiéu hiéu biét. “Chic chén roi!”
“Toi s& di liy mascara...”

C0 4y bién mit v& phia déng trudc cira hing va t0i nham it lai. N6 that, dau toi van dang quay cudng vi thir rugu do, t0i thity kho ngdi thing bang trén
cai ghé bé xiunay.

Bdng nhién mé t6i knh lanh, t6i ngang 1én, Jodie dang dimg trrdc it toi, nhing ngén tay vao mot céi lo nho.
“Chi dang lam gi d4y?” t6i yéu 6t noi.

“Lam cho chi thi1 vi lén mit chiit!” ¢d éy ndi, va chAm chAm nhe vao mé . “Tat ca nhirng thir trmgt]'nhvdvénnély! Cr nhur thé d6 1 thir chi mudn tir
mot cude tring tu bé ngoai vay?”’

“Um..”

“Toi biét chj qua fich sw nén khong mudn than phién. Ngwoi Anh céc chi thue sur can phéi 6 théi do mot chit.” C6 y dimg i ra sau, gt dau hai long
“Nao, chi da bao gio' deo 1ong mi gia chwra? Boi vi ho ¢6 rat nhéu thir d6 o day.”

“Jodie, t6i khong chic...”

“Nay!” Cé hai chiing t0i ciing ngang lén thiy Mona tién lai gin, khudn it ¢6 4y thoang hién cam gidc b king ma. “C4i quai i dang dién ra thé niy? Mt
¢ ay bi lam sao the?”

“Vira ndy cd 4y trong thit budn t&,” Jodie budng binh noi.
“Vira rdi trong cd Ay rat ¢ dién!” Mona chéng nanh. “Um, gios thi chi phé hong n6 ril”

“Trén mit t6i c6 cai gi thé?” t6i hoi, kéo cai guong vé phia minh. Chinh khu6n niit t6i dang nhin lai. Min mang va mau be, voi mau it that nhe nhang,
mau moi kin dao... va mau nhii bac trén ma.

“Trong thét tuyét, ding khong?” Jodie than nhién n6i. “Trong dep hon nhiéu v6i méu nhil.”

Téi liéc nhin khuon it kho chiu ciia Mona, bét chot cam thiy hoi c6 16i.



“Thyre ra, Mona ndy,” t6i noi that nhanh, “t6i thye sy rat mudn mua vai san phém chi vira ding, Thyc ra la... tat ca ching, Nhur vdy c6 duge khong?”
“0,” Mona ndi, giong hoi ctmg nhéc. “Um, ving, tat nhién rdi. Ching thude dong san pham hoi dit mot chit...”

“Khong thanh vén d&!” t6i voi va quay lai phia Jodie. “Va... t6i s& mua ca phin nhil nita. Toi mua tit!”

Murdi phiit sau ti thiy minh da & ngoai Sephora, tay ném chit hai thi do day my pham, tron bd chdi trang diém moi, mot cai mii doi miu bac dé tim voi
hoa sen, va mdt loai kem g miu ndu sim ma t6i ném vao & phiit cubi. Toi khong biét chic n6 1a cai gi - nhung cai lo thi dep my micu!

“OK.,” t6i n6i, bdi rdi nhin con phd tp ndp trude mit. “Di dau tiép day?”

“Ban yéu quy, toi phai di 04, Jodie ndi, nging lén tir c4i may nhan tin. “Toi d& nhi &n trua néim tiéng dong ho roi. Nhung néu chi mudn tréi nghiém thyc
sur & SoHo thi ¢6 m0t ctra hi¢u Dean and Deluca ¢ ngay trude mit...” CO ay xoay vai toi cho dén khi tdi nhin sang mit pho bén kia. “..va cir didoc 1
ctra hi€u Scoop, noi chi c6 thé mua cai 4o phong dat nhat trén ca hanh tinh nay...”

“Con kia thi sa0?” T6i ndi, chi tay vao cira hiéu tuyét dep va sang choang dap vao mit toi.

“Kate's Paperie. Dep chét nguoi”

“N6 bén cai gi?” t6i ban khoan hoi. “Chi toan gidy thoi sao?””

“Chi toan gidy!” ¢6 4y cuoi sing sac. “Chi di xemdi. Va nghe nay, chi van mudn lic ndo d6 gip lai nhau chir?

“T6i rat mudn thé!” T6i vui vé noi. “Toi con & dy it nhat mdt tudn nita. Cam on, Jodie.”

“Khong c6 gi.”

T6i nhin Jodie voi va 1én tau dién ngim, bdng nhén ra got gidy nhon hodt ctia ¢b Ay ciing dugc son soc do va tréng. Cai d6 that tuyét! C6 4y kiém ching
0 daura vay?

“Jodie oil” t6i hét Ién nhung ¢6 Ay khong nghe thiy. Khong sao, 1an sau toi s& hoi ¢d 4y.

Khi ¢b dy bién mét xuong ga tau dién ngam, t0i cham ri di b dén cira hiéu Kate's Paperie. Thanh thirc ma n6i t6i thure sur khong himg thi voi gidy im
C6 I& t6i ciing khong ton hoi ma di vao ddy. Nhung ciing ching hai gi néu ghé vao mot lat...

Toi ding lai khi di t6i 6 kinh bay hang, nhin chim chim Vao méy thir d6 trung bay, sting s0. Khi Jodie noi gidy, t0i da tuong tugng ra hang chong gidy
photo. Toi khong biét ¢o dy amchi... Y i 3, cir nhin mAy cai gia by toan gidy g6i qua mau da cam thach nay di. Ca cai hop bang gidy boi kia nira chir.
Va ca cai ddy rua bang dinh hat tuyét dep kia nita! Toi chua bao gior nhin thiy nhimng thir gi nhur vay!

Toi ddy cira mo, dao quanh, chiém ngudng cach sip xép nhitng loai gidy gdi qua tuyét dep duoc t6 diém véi hoa kho, soi co, va nhitng c4i no hinh con
budm, cac album anh, cac hop dung giay viet tinh t€... Va 6i Chiia oi, hily nhin nhitng céi buu thiép nay di!

Ban thiy chura, day moi chinh 1 n6. Dy la ly do tai sao New York tuyét dén vay. Ho khong chi co nhitng cai thiép budn té ci rich ghi Chiic ning Sinh
nhét. Ho con c6 ca thicp lam bang tay trang tri voi may bong hoa Iap lanh ghép thanh nhimg céu di dom nhw “Chiic mirmg vi da d¢ sinh d6i!” va “Rat
budn khi biét tin hai ban chia tay!”

Toi di dilai lai, stng so nhin nhitng gid hang Toi phai ¢6 vai cai thiép thé ndy méi duoc. Nhur cai thiép toa lau dai xde ra tuyét dep nay ching han, véi la
cd bén trén c6 dong chir “Toi yéu ngbi nha moi sira lai cua ban!” Y 16i 1, t6i thyre sy khog biét ai m6i stra lai nha, nhung toi co the gitt n6 cho dénkhi
me t6i quyét dinh dan gidy lai phong khach. Va céi thlep durgc phi bang co nhan tao voi dong chix “Guri dén huén luyén vién quin vot xut sic voi nhimg

101 cam on.” B6i vi t61 luén dir dinh s& hoc choi quan vot vao mia he t6i, va biét dau t6i lai mubn cam on hudn luyén vién ctia minh, phai khong?

T6i nhit thém vai cai nira, rdi di dén gia dung thiép moi. Va cai nay tham chi con tuyét hon! Thay vi chi n6i “Tiéc timng di” ho néi nhitng cau dai loai nhr
“Gap nhau & Cau Lac B in bita nhe budi sang nhé!” va “Hay dén an véi ching t6i mdt bita pizza thin mét nhé!”

Ban biét d4y, t6i nghi nén mua vai cai ndy. S¢ that Ia thién cAn néu khong lam vy. Téi va Suze c6 thé d& - dang t6 chirc mot bira tiéc pizza, ding khong
nhi? Va ching t6i s& khong bao gi tim thiy thiép mdi kiéu ndy & Anh. Va ching that xinh, v6i nhirmg mleng banh pizza nho xiu Bp lanh & doc mép thlep'
Toi can than dzt ndm hop thiép moi vao gio mua hang, cung voi nhiing chibc thiép xinh xén, va vai to gidy g6i qua co soc ké hinh viée keo, 16i khong thé
cudng lai duoc nhitng thir nay, 101 dira quay thungan. Khi ngurdi ban hang quét mé vach, t6i nhin quanh cira hang Jan nira, liéu minh c6 dé sot thir gi
khong - va chi khi ¢6 Ay thong bao tong s tién thi t6i mGi ngang 1én vi hoi sdc - Nhidu thé co 42 Chi vai cai thiép thoi ma?

Toi ban khoan mot ic khong biét minh ¢ thye sy can tat ca chd ndy khong, Chang han nhur cai thiép viét “Nghi 18 Hanukkah vui vé nhé, Sép!”

Nhung roi, biét ddu co ngiy ching lai hiru ich thi sao, ding khong nhi? Va néu t6i dinh chuyén dén New York song thi t6i cling s€ phai lam quen véi viéc
thurong xuyén giri ting cac tim buu thiép dt tién, vi thé thue s ddy ciing B mot dang thich nghi véi mbi truong sdng.

Khi ra dén ctra, t6i ling mang nhén thy dai loai mot loai 4m thanh gi d6 r¢ rach nhur tiéng murdc chay - va bdng nhién nhan ra n6 phét ra tir cai dién
thoai di dong ctia toi.



“Alo!” t01 n6i, gl sat vao tai. “Ai dy a?”

“Al6. Anh dy,” Luke n6i. “Anh nghe ndi bita trura clia em rat sudn sé.”

“Thét sa0?” t6i n6i, cam thiy hoi ngac nhién. “Anh nghe & dau thé?”

“Anh vira ndi chuyén voi mdt vai ngudi & dai HLBC. RS rang 1 em da rat an tuong, Rat dé chiu, nhur 10i ho noi.”
“Wow! Thét sao? Anh chic cha?”

“Hoan toan chiic. Ho con n6i em quyén rii thé ndo va yéu viin hda ra sao... Anh thdm chi con nghe n6i ho goi taxi cho em dé di dén bao tang
Guggenheim.”

“Pling thé,” 161 ndi, nhoai ngurdi ra nhin mot con dao doc glﬁy “Ho da lamvay.”

“{r, anh rét ngac nhién khi nghe ké toan b cau chuyén vé gidc mo thoi tho Au ctia em,” Luke noi.
“Kent ciing da rat 4n tuong,”

“That sa0?” t6i mo hd ndi. “Vang, vay 1 t6t roi.”

“Chéc chén roi!” Luke ngimg lai. “Hoi la Ia sang nay khong thay emghéc gl dén béo tang Guggenheim, d(ing khong nhi? Hay thyc su... chua timg nghe.
Anh dang ghi nhé trong dau minh rang em da luon khao khat dugc dén do tir khi la ¢o bé sau tuoi.”

Bdng nhién t6i nghe thiy sur chim biém trong giong ndi ctia anh, va chot tinh tio ra. Anh dy goi dé gidu cot t6i dung khong?

“Em chua bao gios nhiic dén bao tang Guggenheim 4?” t6i ngdy tho n6i, va dé lai con dao doc gidly vao chd cii. “Sao la thé nhi?”

“Khong phéi sao?”” Luke noi. “La chura timg thiy. Vay bay gio em dang ¢ d6 a2

Pién that!

T im ing mdt lic. Toi chi khong thé thi nhan véi Luke rang toi lai di mua sdm. Nhét i sau lan anh 4y ché giu t6i vé chuyén di tham quan quanh thanh
pho ¢6 hudng dan vién do. Toi hicu roi, t6i biet muoi phit tach khoi doan trong mot chuyén tham quan dai ba tiéng dong ho thi khong dang 1 bao -
nhung t6i lai di xa qua nhu dén trung tm mua sam Saks thi khong duoc, ding khong nhi?

“Vang,” toi ngoan ¢d. “Duing vay, thuc sw em dang & day.”

Diéu nay ciing gin ding s that. Y t6i 1, chic chén toi s& dén d6 sau khi roi khoi déy.

“Tuyét!” Luke néi. “Em dang xemtac phém déc biét nao vay?”

Oi, imdi.

“Céi gi c0?” 161 n6i, bdng Ién cao giong. “Xin 16i, em da khong dé y! Luke ndy, em phai tit dién thoai di roi. Nguoi... trm.. ngudi phu trach dang kéu ca.
Thoi, ems€ gap anh sau nhé.”

“Sau g & quan bar Royalton,” anh dy n6i. “Em c6 thé gap Michael, cong sur mdi ciia anh. Va anh rét mudn nghe emké vé& budi chidu nay clia em.”
Bay gi toi cam thiy hoi c6 161, L& ra t6i khong nén n6i voi Luke 1 minh dang & bao ting Guggenheim. L ra t6i nén n6i thit.

Nhung diéu d6 dau c6 quan trong... boi vi viée toi s& lam 1 di dén d6 ngay bay gio. Ngay phit nay! Sau ndy t6i c6 thé quay lai khu SoHo vao mdt ngay
khac ding khong?

Toi bude di chdm rdi trén con phd tAp ndp, ty nhii ring viée 101 s& Bm I goi ngay mot chiéc taxi va di thing dén d6. Khong tri hoéin. i théing dén béo
tang Guggenheim va tam minh trong mdt khong gian van hoa tuyét voi nao do. Tuyét voi. Thuce sy t6i khong thé chd dugc nita.

Toi dén mjt goc phod va khong the bude tiép. Mot chiée xe taxi sang dén cham cham vurgt qua - nhung vi I do la ling ndo d6 canh tay t0i khong thé gio
lén. Bén kia ph6 c6 mdt sap hang ban kinh ran nhai hang hiéu va t6i bong cam thay khao khat mu6n qua do luc xemmot hrot. Nhin xemkia, cira hang
kia dang gidm gia quan bo Calvin Klein. Ma t6i thi thurc sy rat can mdt cai quan bo moi... Toi lai con chwra dén ctra hang Dean and Deluca nira chir...
Oi, tai sao bao tang Guggenheim lai khong thé ndm ¢ khu SoHo chir?

Cho mit phit.

Moi ngwoi cir déy t6i ra dé di m t0i khong thé nhéc chén kén durge. Mat t0i nhu dong dinh vao céi gi d6 gin chit vao miit tién phia trén I6i vao. Toi
khong the tin dugc cai minh dang nhin thay.



Chit GUGGENHEIM nhin lai t6i cham chém, to nhur troi. Ctr nhur thé Chiia nghe thiy 16 cAu nguyén ctia t6i vdy.
Nhung cai gi dang dién ra viy? Cé phai bao tang Guggenheim bdng nhién chuyén chd khong? Hay 1 c6 hai bao tang Guggenheim?

Toi voi va tién dén canh cira ra vao, nhan thy noi nay hoi nho dbi véi mdt bao tang - vy c6 & n6 khong phai la bao tang Guggenheim chinh. C6 16 la
chi nhanh & SoHo theo xu huréng thire thoi ndo do ching? PUng thé! Y t6i a néu & London c6 thé ¢6 Tate Gallery va Tate Modern thi tai sao & New
York lai khong thé c6 bao tang Guggenheim va bao ting Guggenheim & SoHo? Nghe rét tuyét day!

Toi than trong day canh clra mo'ra - chic chin mot diéu, ca khu bao tang déu tring va rong ri, voi nhitng tic phdm dwong dai dit trén bé, moi ngudi di
lai nhe nhang, thi tham véi nhau.

Ban biét ddy, chd ndy ciing giong nhur tit ca céc béo tang khdc thoi. Dep d& va nho bé, cam gidc dau tién | thé, vi vy ban khong cam thy mét pho khi
di lai loanh quanh. Y 61 13, c6 1€ ban ¢6 the di hét chd nay chi trong vong nira gior dong hd. Ngoai ra, moi thir & day nhin rat thi vi. Chang han nhu, hiy
nhin vao nhiing khdi lap phuong mau dé an tuong trong céi ti kinh kia. Va bure tranh in triru twrong tuyét voi treo trén tuong ndy nita.

Khi t6i dang dan niit nhin birc tranh in ddy ngudng md thi mdt cip doi di t6i ngim nhin n6, r6i bt dau thi thim véi nhau n6 dep thé nao. RSi co gai hon
nhién héi, ‘N6 bao nhiéu tién nhi?”

Téi dang dinh quay vé phia c6 4y voi mt nu curdi than thién va n6i, “D6 ciing 1 diéu toi luén mudn biét!”
xem et sau. Mot cai mc gia dinh & phia sau!

thi thit ngac nhién, nguoi dan 6ng vuon tay lat

Mot mic gié trong vién bao tang! Toi khong thé tin dugc diéu nay! Chd nay tht hoan hao! Cu01 cung thi mjt ngudi c6 suy nghi tién tién nao d6 ciing
nhét tri voi ti - ring nguoi ta khong muon chi ngam nhin cac tic phim nghé thuat, ho con mudn biét nd gia bao nhiéu nira. Toi s& viét cho miy nguoi &
bao tang Victoria va Albert vé viéc ndy.

Va ban biét ddy, ngay lic ndy toi dang cham chi nhin quanh, tht ca cac tac phdm trung bay duong nhw déu c6 méc gid. Nhitng khéi lap phuong mau do
ot kinh kia ciing c6 gia, va ca cai ghe kia nira, va ca cai... ca cai hop bit chi kia nira.

Thét ky la, c6 ca hp bt chi & trong vién béo tang, Khoan da, c6 thé d6 | nghé thuat sép déit. Toi tién dén lai gin d6 dé nhin k§ hon - v c6 cdi gi d6 in
trén timg chiéc but chi. C6 & mdt thong diép y nghia ndo d6 vé nghé thuat, hodic vé cude sdng... Toi ti lai gin hon, dAy himg thi, va nhén thiy minh dang
doc dong chir “Ctra hang Bao Tang Guggenheim.”

Cai gi?

Caindy i mdt...

Toi ngAng dau én nhin quanh bdi réi.

Toi dang & trong mdt clra hang sao?

Bdng nhién t6i nhan thiy nhiéu thir ma lic trude da khong nhin thiy. Nhu hai quay thu ngan ¢ goc bén kia. Va c6 ai d6 dang ra khoi cira hing véi mot
Vi i do.

Lam sao t6i lai khong nhn ra ddy ki mot cira hang nhi? Nhung... Diéu ndy cang nghe cang khong ¢6 Iy. Ching 18 day chi la mot cira hang thdi sao?
“Xin 101, 61 ndi véi mbt cau bé toc vang hoe c6 deo bién tén. “Toi ¢6 thé hoi - day 1 cira hang 4?7

“Vang thura ¢6,” cau bé lich su tra 1o1. “Pay la Cira hang Bao tang Guggenheim.”

“Thé bao tang Guggenheim thyre sy nam & dau? Vi tht ca bire vé ctia Picasso va moi tha?”

“Néu mubn xem céc birc v& clia Picasso ¢b phai di dén bao tang chinh, ném & Fifth Avenue trén phd 89, cau bé noi.

“Puogc rd1.” Toi nhin cau bé bdi rdi. “Vay dé t61 am 13 lai viee nay nhé. Ban c6 thé dén day va mua rét nhidu db - va khong ai quan tim liéu ban c¢6 dén
bao tang hay khong a? Y t6i I3, ban khong can phai trinh vé vao ctra hay gi d6 ding khong?”

“Khong, thua ¢d.”
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“Viy ban... ban chi c6 thé mua 46 42” Téi cét cao giong vui vé. “That tuyét hao!” Téi chot thy thAi dd hoi séc ciia cau bé nén voi ndi thém. Y t6i I, tht
nhién t6i rat muon di xem cac tdc phAmnghé thuat. Rat rat muon. T6i chi... cau biét day. Hoi lai cho k§.”

“Néu ¢ quan tim dén viéc di thim vién bao tang,” cau bé ndi. “chau c6 thé cho c6 ban do chi dudng, C6 c6 mubn di thim khong a?”
“Um..”

Nao, dirng dua ra mdt quyét dinh voi vang ndo ca.



“Um.. t6i khong chic Fim,” t6i can trong ndi. “Céu chd t6i mot phiit dwroc khong?”
“Chéic chin rdi,” cau bé n6i, nhin t6i v6i anh mit hoi la, rdi t6i ngdi xubng chiéc ghé mau tréing, nghi ngoi rat lung,

OK, déy 1a giai phap. Y t5i 1, hién nhién t0i c6 thé vio trong mdt chiéc taxi va dén d6 diind & bt ky chd ndo, rdi danh ca budi chidu ngim nhin cac
burc v& cua Picasso.

Hpac 13... t6i chi cAn mua mit guén sach vé céc tac phém ctia Picasso. Boi vi vin dé Iy, ban 5:(’) thure su can phai nhm tAn mét mdt tac phém nghé thuat
dé chiémngudng né khong? Tat nhién la khong. va 6 mot khia canh ndo d6, It qua mot quyén sach s thia vi hon nhi€u so voi di lang thang khap cac
phong tranh - boi vi t6i chac chan s€ tim hiéu dugc day di hon, nhanh hon, va thue sy hoc héi duge nhiéu hon.

Bén canh do, cai ma ho c6 trong cai cira hang nay chiing phai 1 nghé thuat sao, phai khong nao? Y 6i 1, t6i da cam nhAn thém kha nhidu v& vin hoa.
Chinh xéc.

Vai gior sau, t6i ¢6 it & quan bar Royalton voi mdt nu curdi rang 1 va méin nguyén. Toi chura hé ¢6 mot budi chiéu mua simndo thanh cong nhur thé nay
keé tur... irm, ké tr hom qua.

Toi giri tht ca cac tii dd & quiy giri d6 rdi di théing vao quan bar nho nhé hinh tron ma Luke 6 16 t6i s& gip anh Ay va cong s méi clia anh. Michael
Ellis.

Toi da nghe khé nhidu vé c4i gi Michael Ellis ny trong subt méy ngiy qua. RS rang i anh ta s& hiru mdt cong ty quang cao Ion & Washington va I ban
than thiét nhat cua chu tich. Hay 13 phé chu tich nhi? Du sao thi cling dai loai nhu vdy. Ve co ban, anh ta 1a mdt nhin vat quan trong, va c6 anh hudng
quyét dinh dén vu lam an méi ctia Luke. Vi the tot hon hét I t61 nén gy an tuong voi anh ta.

Chia o1, noi ndy sanh diéu qud, t6i nghi viy khi budc vao trong. Tét ca déu bang da va ma crom, va moi ngudi mic nhitng bo quan 40 den tuyén !
nhiing ki€u toc that hop voi trang phuc. Toi budc vao cai quan bar hinh tron mo mo t6i, va Luke kia 161, dang ngdi bén ban. That ngac nhién, anh ngdi dé
mdt minh.

“Chao anh!” t6i n6i, va hon anh. “Vay ban ctia anh dau roi?”

“Pang nghe dién thoai,” Luke noi. Anh ra hiéu cho nguoi bdi ban. “Cho thém mdt ly cocktail gimlet & ban nay nita nhé.” Anh nhin t6i giu cot khi t6i ngdi
xuong. “Vay, emyéu, bao tang Guggenheim thé nao ha em?”

“Hay a,” t0i n6i giong ddy hiéu thang, Ha, hahaha. Toi da lim bai tdp trén taxi rdi. “Em thuc s thich tha véi loat céc hinh khdi bang acrylic dya trén
nhitng hinh dang don gian kiéu Euclid.”

“Thét sao?”’ Luke noi, nhin hoi ngac nhién.

“Thét ma. Céi cach nguoi ta hip th va phan chiéu dnh sang thudn tuy... That mé hogc. A ma, nhan tién emmua cho anh mdt mon qua.” Toi diit uych
cuon Nghé thudt triru twong va cac nghé sy Ién dui anh ay, 161 uong ly nude dat trudc mat, ¢d gang khong to ra qua kiéu cang,

“Em thyc sy d4 dén bao tang Guggenheim!” Luke ndi, doc hrdt qua quyén sach ddy hoai nghi.
“Um.. diing thé.” Toi n6i. “Tat nhién em da dén d6.”

OK, t6i biét minh khong nén néi ddi ban trai. Nhung chuyén ny ciing gan nhur sur tht phai khong? Toi thyc sy da dén bao tang Guggenheim. Xét trén
binh dién dong nhat ctia tir ndy.

“Chuyén nay rt thi vi,” Luke n6i. “Thé em c6 xem birc tuong diéu khéc ctia Brancusi khong?”’
“Um.. irm...” T6i liéc nhin qua vai anh 4y, ¢ xem xem anh 4y dang n6i vé ci gi. “Um, emda tap trung hon vao... tm..”

“Trén ma em c gi ddy?” Luke noi, bdng nhin t6i chim chim. Toi ngac nhién gio tay én sd thy mot vét nhii mau bac. Toi da quén hét tit ca nhimg cai
nay.

“D6 13... mdt phin clia nghé thuat sip dit.” Toi nghe thiy ban than minh dang Ién tiéng, “Téc phim c6 tén 1a Nhitng chom sao. Ho ¢6 it ca nhiing cai
ndy, m.. nhil bac, va ho béi cai ndy Ién ngudi anh...”

“Va day |a Michael,” Luke cat ngang. Anh &y gip quyén sach lai va t0i nhanh chong nhét n6 vao tii xéch. On Chua vi viée d6. Toi himg thi nhin Ién xem
cai gd Michael n6i ti€ng ndy trong nhu theé ndy - va suyt nita thi sic nudc.

Toi khong thé tin duoc chuyén ndy. D6 1 anh ta. Michael Ellis 1 cai gi hoi & phong tp. Lan truée anh ta nhin thiy t6i, t6i da ngd dudi chan anh ta.
“Hi!” Luke dimg day ndi. “Becky ndy, day la Michael Ellis, cong sy mdi ctia anh.”
“Chao anh,” t6i ndi, v cb mim cudi diém finh. “Anh kho¢ chir?”

Oi, diéu nay 18 ra khong dugc phép xay ra chir. Nén ¢ ludt ring nhimg ngudi ban gip ¢ phong tap thi khong bao gio nén gip & ngoai doi thue ca.



“Ching t6i da ¢6 vinh hanh duge gip nhau 6 Michael Ellis n6i roi lu linh bit tay t6i va ngdi xubng phia d6i dién. “Becky va toi da tap thé duc ¢ ciing
phong tap tai khich san. A ma sang nay khong thay c6 dén tap.”

“Sang nay 4?” Luke 1n6i, va nhin t6i bin khoan khi ngdi xudng. “Becky &, anh nghi emn6i | phong tap dong cira.”

Chét tiét.

“O. Um, thi...” Toi ubng mot hoi va hiing giong, “Khi em n6i nd déng cira, thi didu em thue sy muén néi k... 14...” Giong ti yéu 6t rdi tit dan.
Va t6i thure su mudn gy 4n tuong tot.

“To1 dang nghi cai gi 4y nhi?”” Michael dot nhién Ién tiéng. “T6i c}ﬁc sap dién mét roi! Khong phai la sang nay. Sang nay phong tap dong cira. Pé tu sira
toan b, t6i nghi thé.”” Anh ta cuoi toe toét voi toi va t6i cam thiy mit minh dang do dan lén.

“Vay thi,” t6i noi, nhanh chéng chuyén chi dé. “Anh dang... anh dang hop tic lim an ciing Luke. Piéu d6 that tuyét! Vay viéc d6 tién trién thé nao roi
a‘?’ E

Toi that 1ong chi hoi cho ra vé lich swr dé danh lac hudng khoi chi dé tap luyén & phong tap cta toi. Toi dang mong ca hai nguoi ho s& bt dau giai thich
can k& ti mi cho t6i, va t6i c6 thé gat dau trong lic nghe va thudng thirc d6 udng. Nhung ngac nhién thay, lai ¢6 mdt sy im king nguong ngling.

“Céu hoi rét hay,” cudi cing Luke ciing Ién tiéng va nhin Michael. “Vay Clark d n6i gi?”

“Chiing t61 da ndi chuyén lau,” Michael dap. “Khong duoc hoan toan thoa dang.”

T6i nhin hét nguoi niy dén ngudi kia, cam thiy boi rdi.

“C6 chuyén gl khong 6n sa0?”

“Dicu d6 con tuy,” Michael noi.

Anh ta bét ddu ké cho Luke v& cudc dién thoai ctia anh ta voi ai 6 tén Clark, va toi co ging ]ang nghe ra chiéu am hiéu. Nhung vin dé 13, toi bit dau

camthiy chong mét. Hom nay t6i da ubng bao nhiéu rdi nhi? Téi thim chi khong mudn nghi v& diéu d6 nita, thanh thyre m néi. Toi nga ngudi i vio céi
tra lung bang da, mét nhdm lai, Eing nghe giong ndi ctia ho nhur thé 16n von tir xa trén dau toi.

«.. dai dé 1a nghi ngd...”

“.. nghii rng ho ¢6 thé thay d6i duoc cac diéu khoan da ky...”

.. chi phi quan Iy.... giam chi phi... voi Alicia Billington diéu hanh vin phong & London...”
“Alicia sa0?” t6i ngdi dung day. “Alicia sap dicu hanh vin phong & London sa0?”

“Gan nhur vdy,” Luke néi, bdng dimng lai giita chimg, “Sao ha em?”

“‘Nhung...”

“Nhung sao co?”” Michael n6i, nhin t6i day quan tim. “Tai sao ¢6 Ay lai khong thé diéu hanh vin phong & London chir? C6 4y thong minh, ddy tham
vong...”

“O. A... khong ¢6 gi,” toi i nhi.

T6i khong thé ndi dong dac rang, “Vi ¢6 ta hoan toan ki mot con bo céi.”

“Nhén tién ddy, anh da nghe ni 6 Ay vira moi dinh hon chira?”” Luke n6i. “Vé6i Ed Collins ctia cong ty Hill Hanson.”

“That sa0?” ti ngac nhién n6i. “Em nghii c6 4y c6 quan hé tinh cam voi... én gi nhi?”

“Vii ai?” Michael hoi.

“Um.. ai d6.” Toi ubng mdt ngum gimler cho tinh tio du éc. “C6 4y da bi mat di an trua voi anh ta, va con nhidu chuyén khac nira!”
Ténanh ta Ia gi nhi? T6i thye sy cau.

“Becky rat thich to md cac chuyén don thdi noi cong sa,” Luke ndi va cudi cot ché nhao. “That khong may, mot ai d6 da khong néi chinh xac rdi”

Toi gidn dir nhin anh 4y. Anh 4y dang ¢ ndi gi nhi? Réng t6i na n4 ngudi chuyén tung ra céc tin don thdi chiing?



“Khong co gi sai néu quan tAm tdi cac tin ddn thdi chdn van phong,” Michael n6i véi mdt nu cuoi thit than thién. “Chi dé cép nhit thong tin thoi ma.”
“Chinh x4c!” 101 dong dac. “Toi khong thé dong y hon thé. Toi luon n6i véi Luke réng, anh nén quan tim dén nhing ngudi im viée cho minh. N6 gidng
nhu viée t6i dua ra cac tur van tai chinh trén truyen hinh viy. Ban khong the chi nhin vao cac con s0, ban phai ndi chuyén v6i ching. Giong nhu... giong
nhu Enid ¢ Northampton vay!” T6i nhin Michael déy trong doi trude khi nhé ra rang anh ta khong bict Enid la ai. “Ve thu tuc ba ay da san sang nghi
huru,” t6i giai thich. “Larong huu va cac thr khac. Nhung trén thuc te...”

“Ba 4y lai... khong sin sang?”” Michael goi y.

“Chinh x4c! Ba 4y thue sy yéu thich cong viée va chi vi nguoi chdng ngu ngde ctia ba Ay mubn ba Ay thoi viée. Ba y méi chi 55 tudi!” Toi khua cai ly.
“Y 61 13, khong phai ngudi ta ndi cude song bt dau & tudi 55 sa0?”

“Toi khong chéic ho néi nhur vy,” Michael néi, mim cudi. “Nhung c6 18 nguoi ta nén nhur vay.” Anh Ay nhin t6i rat thich thi. “Hom ndo d6 t6i muén dén
xem chuong trinh ctia chi. N6 cé dugce phat song & My khong?”

“Khong,” t6i tiéc nubi noi. “Nhung t6i s& sém m mdt cai giéng nhur vay trén truyén hinh My, va lic d6 anh ¢ thé xem!”

“T6i rat mong dé:n ngdy d6.” Michael nhin dong hd va ubng can ly. “T6i phai di 10i, ¢ 14 thé. Ching ta & n6i chuyén sau Luke nhé. Va rét vui duoc gip
chi, Becky a. Néu co lic nao d6 t6i can tu van tai chinh, t6i da biét phai tim ai roi!”

R&i anh ta rdi khoi quan bar, t6i dwa vao chiéc ghé mém mai ctia minh va quay sang nhin Luke. Khong con vé ngoai thur thai thirdng ngy, anh dy dang
cang thang nhin vao khoang khong trong khi tay xe mdt bao diém thanh cac mau nhd.

“Michael c6 vé rat tbt tinh!” t6i ni. “Rat than thién.”

“U,” Luke ndi vé xa cach. “Ding viy.”

Toi uong moOt ngum gumieé va nhin Luke k§ hon. Anh dang c6 bleu hién giong hét thang trude, khi mot nhdn vién cta anh lam 1on xon mot théng céo bao
chi khién vai s5 liéu nit bi 16 ra ngoai. Tam tri t6i lai tha thin v& cudc néi chuyén 4m t6i thoang nghe ic ndy - va khi nhin khuon it anh, t6i bat dau cam
théy hoi lo ing

“Luke ndy,” cudi ciing t6i ciing Ién tiéng, “C6 chuyén gi vy? Cé gi truc triic v6i vu im an clia anh 427

“Khong,” Luke n6i ni khong hé nhic nhich.

“Vay Michael c6 y gi khi anh ta n6i'Con tuy' vay?” Va ca cai gi d6 lién quan dén viéc thay doi cac diéu khoan da cam két nira?”

Toi nhdm ngiroi vé phia triroc ¢b ndm Ky tay anh, nhung Luke khong dap lai. Khi nhin anh im ling &u lo, t6i dan dan dé y dén nhimg cau chuyén va nhac
nh&o xung quanh chiing t6i trong quan bar mo mo do. O ban bén canh mjt phu nir dang mé mot cai hop bé xiu cua cira hang Tiffany's va ha hbc miéng
ra vi kinh ngac - néu nhur thuong 16 thi t6i da virt mdt cai khin gidy xudng san nha va nhoai nguoi ra dé liéc xem ¢ ta co ci gi. Nhung lan nay t6i qua lo
ling,

“Luke ndy,” Toi nhoai ngudi vé phia trude. “Thoi ndo, ndi cho emdi. C6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Khong,” Luke n6i cut lin va dbc ca ly nrde vao miéng, “khong c6 chuyén gi ca. Moi thir van tot dep. Thdi ndo, chiing ta ciing di di.”

Ban dang doc truyén Tin B6 Shopping Oanh Tac Manhattan dwoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuwong 10

SANG HOM SAU i tinh dy, dau dau nhu biia bo. Ching toi roi quén bar Royalton dén mot chd ndo d6 &n tdi, va tham chi t6i lai udng thém rét
nhiéu - t6i con khong nhé ndi minh dd quay lai khach san. On Chiia hom nay t6i khong phéi phong van. Noi that, t6i c6 thé vui vé danh ca ngay nam trén
girong voi Luke.

Nhung anh da day, ngéi canh cira s6, n6i chuyén rat dirt khoat trén dién thoai.

“OK, Michael. Homnay t6i s& n6i chuyén vdi Greg. Chia moi biét dwoc. Toi khong biét g c4.” Anh Fing nghe mbt chit. “C6 thé s viée nhur vay do.
Nhung t6i s& khong dé co hoi m an thir hai ctia ching ta sup d6 dau.” Dimg lai mot Iic. “Duoc, nhlrng viéc d6 s& lamké hoach ctia chiing ta bi déy i
lai - c4i gi co, sau thang 42 OK. Toi hiéu viéc anh dang dé cap. Puoc. Toi hita dy. Chiic mimg.”

Anh dit mdy dién thoai xubng, nhin ra cira s ddy cing théng, va t6i vd nhe 1én khudn mit con dang ngi ngi ciia minh, ¢b giing nhé xem lidu t6i c6 mang
theo thudc dau dau khong,


http://ebookfull.net

“Luke, c6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Em day rdi 42 Luke n6i, xoay ngudi lai mim cudi ngay voi t6i. “Em ngii ngon khong?”

“C6 chuyén gi vay?” toi hoi lai, tang k cau hoi ciia anh. “C6 chuyén gi voi viée im an ciia anh thé?”

“Moi viéc déu on ca,” Luke voi vd ndi, va quay lai phia cira so.

“Moi thir khong on!” t6i ci lai. “Luke, em khong mil. Emkhong diéc. Em c6 thé thdy chuyén gi d6 dang dién ra.”

“Chi 2 mot sur ¢ nho,” Luke n6i sau mdt e im king. “Em khong can lo ling chuyén d6 dau.” Anh ki v ly céi dign thoai. “Anh goi d6 &n séng cho em
nhé? Emmudn an gi?”’

“Thoi dil” t6i gio 1én gian dir. “Luke, em khong phai mot ai d6... mot ai d6 xa la! Chiing ta chuin bi séng cing nhau, vi Chtia! Em luén & bén canh anh.
Hay n6i cho em chuyén gi thuc sy dang dién ra. Viéc lam n cuia anh dang ggp tryc trac dung khong?”

Im ling - vao mdt gidy phiit khing khiép nio do, t6i da nghi Luke s& n6i toi ctr di nm lo viéc ctia t6i. Nhung rdi anh It tay vao toc, noi dong dac va
ngang lén.

“Emn6i ding. Sy thét 1, mdt trong nhitng bén hau thun cta anh 6 ra lo Fing.”

“0,” 61 n6L, va xi it ra. “Sao lai thé?”

“Boi vi mdt tin don chd chét ndo d6 dang lan ra ring bon anh sap mat khich hang Ngin hang London.”

“Thét sa0?”” T6i nhin anh chim chip, cam thiy ndi lo Fing 6n lanh chay doc song ung, Ngay ca toi cling biét Ngan hang London quan trong thé nao ddi
v6i Brandon Communications. Ho la mit trong nhitng khdch hang dAu tién ctia Luke - va ho van déng gop mot phan tur loi nhuan hing nim cia cong ty.
“Tai sao nhirg ngudi ndy lai phao tin @on nhur thé?”

“Chét tigt, khong hiéu n6i.” Anh lai thoc tay vao téc. “Tat nhién Ngin hang London lic dau hoan toan phit nhén tin dn d6. Nhung roi, ho lai cong nhan.
Va tht nhién khong thé lim gi droc khi anh & day nm khong ¢ do...”

“Vay anh dang dinh bay vé London 4?”

“Khong,” Anh nging kén. “Nhur viy s& lam moi viée rdi tung lén. Moi vige & day da di kho khéin roi. Néu anh dot nhién bién mét thi...” Anh lc dau, toi
nhin anh day lo king,

“Vay... diéu gi xay ra néu nha dau tur ctia anh rit v6n?”

“Bon anh s& tim mdt nguoi khac.”

“Nhung néu anh khong thé tim dugc thi sao? Anh s& tir bo ¥ dinh dén New York chi?”

Luke quay ngudi lai nhin t6i - bdng nhién anh lai mang cai nhin v6 hon va dang so timg khién t6i mudn chay tron khoi anh tai cac budi hop bao.
“Khong c6 chuyén do.”

“Nhung y em 13, viéc im an ctia anh & London da thuc syr thanh cong,” t6i khéing dinh lai. “Y em 13, anh khong phéi thanh lp mdt cong ty & New York,
dung khong? Anh chi viéc...”

T6i doi theo nét it clia anh.

“Puoc rd,” t6i lo ]éng 6. “Um... em chiic chin moi viée s& lai Ok thoi. Cubi cung s& dnca.”

Ca hai chiing t6i im king mdt lic - rdi uke dudng nhur nghii ra didu gi d6 va ngéng lén.

“Anh e I anh c6 mdt sb viéc phai im hom nay,” anh bat ngd én tiéng, ““Vi thé anh khong thé dén du bira trua giy quy cing em v6i me anh duge.”
Oi chét tiét. Me ctia Luke. Tat nhién, diing 13 hom nay roi.

“Me anh khong thé thay d6i ké hoach sao?” t6i goi ¥. “Nhur thé ching ta ¢6 thé di cting nhau?”’

“Rét tiéc Ia khong thé,” Luke n6i. Anh ngoén miéng cudi, nhung t6i ¢6 thé thiy ndi thit vong thure s trén khudn miit anh, va thoang cam thiy phan nd
voOi me anh.

“Chéc chin ba co thé sip xép dugc ma...”



“Ba 6 thoi gian biéu lam viée rat ban ron. Mot khi ba cho rang anh da khong bao trrdc thi...”” Anh nhan nyt. f‘Embiét déy, me anh khong phai tuyp
nguoi phy ni¥... ¢6 nhicu thoi gian ranh 161, Ba ¢6 rat nhieu cong viéc quan trong, Ba khong thé thay d6i cac ké hoach du rat muon.”

“Tét nhién 1 khong roi,” ti v0i vé noi. “Di sao thi ciing on thoi. Em s& ding bia trua ndy v6i me anh mot minh, dugc chua?” i ndi thém, ¢6 ging
khong t6 ra bi yéu thé trude 10i canh bao kia.

“Ba phai di spa trude,” Luke noi, “va ba dé nghi em cing di ddy.”

“Puoc thoi!” t6i can trong. “Véng, chic 13 s& rat vui...”

“Va 10i ba s& dura em dén bia trua tir thién. D6 1 co hoi dé hai ngudi hiéu rd vé nhau hon. Anh thue si hy vong hai nguoi s& hoa hop.”

“Tét nhién rdi,” t6i khing dmh “Chéc chin s& rat tot dep.” Toi ra khoi girong, dén bén Luke, va quang tay quanh ¢6 anh. Mt anh van rat cing thing,
t0i dua tay xoa nhe nhirng nép nhin trén Ibng may anh. “Dumg lo Fing, Luke nhé. Roi moi nguoi s& xép hang dai tng hd anh thoi. Xung quanh toa nha
luon 4y chir.”

Luke guong cudi va hon tay toi.
“Hay hy vong nhur vay nhé!”

Khingdi & chd 1 tan doi me Luke dén, t6i c cam gidc lo Eing xen fAn to md. Y 6i 1, khong biét ching toi s& néi chuyén gi dé bit dau nhi? Néu t6i gap
me ke cua Luke thi ba co thé ké vdi tdi moi dicu vé Luke khi anh con 1a mot dira tré, va s€ dua cho t6i xem cac buc anh tirc cudi nita. Nhung me dé
cua Luke chi hiém hoi gap anh khi anh con la mit cau bé. Hién nhién ba ay cé giri nhitng mon qua to vét dén truong cho anh va thdm anh khoang ba
nammot lan.

Chéc ban dang nghi héin anh hoi phén vt vé chuyén nay - nhung anh lai yéu quy ba dy. Thuc ra don gian ki anh khong thé tim duge mot diém gi xiu khi
nhic dén ba. Toi da timg hoi anh ¢6 quan tim dén chuyén bi ba bo roi hay khong - nhung anh bao vé ba, ndi ring ba khong ¢6 s Iya chon. Anh con
gitt mdt buee anh to quyén ril ctia ba trong phong lm viée & nha - cai anh ndy to hon nhidu so véi anh cudi ctia bb va me ké anh. Toi thinh thoang ciing tir
hoi liu ho 6 nghii gi vé chuyén d6 khong, Nhung t6i nghii minh khong nén da dong dén chuyén do.

“Rebecca a?” Mot giong noi cat ngang dong suy nghi cta t0i va t61 nguoc Ién, stng st. Mot phu nix cao, thanh lich, méc bd vest nha nhén, chan rat dai
va di gidy daca sau, dang nhin t6i chim chip. D6 1 mot birc anh quyén rii bang xuong bang thit! Ba gibng y chang trong anh, véi hai £0 ma cao va danh
phén mau sam, kiéu toc ciia Jackie Kennedy - ngoai trir in da ba ciing hon va doi mit to vé khong ty nhién. Thre ra thi ba nhin nhu thé khé ma nhdm
duoc mit.

“Chao bac!” t6i n6i, chan run rdy va dua tay ra. “Chao béc.”

“Elinor Sherman,” ba 4y I& nhé giong nira Anh nira My rét ky quiic. Tay ba lanh va xwong, deo hai chiéc nhin kim cwong to by, choc ca vao tay toi.
“Rat vui duge gap chau.”

“Luke it tiéc vi khong thé dén duoc a,” t6i ndi, va dua cho ba e”iy mon qua anh dua t6i tang ba. Khi ba boc qua, t6i khong thé khong mo to it ra M
nhin. M0t chiéc khin hiéu Hermes!

“Dep dAy,” ba nhédm nhin ndi 1 nhét lai nd vao hop. “Xe 6 t6 clia bac dang chd' & ngoai.”

“Luke da rat mong bac chau minh c6 thé hiéu nhau thém mot chit,” t6i n6i, va mim cudi than thién.

“Bac chi ¢6 thé di dén 2h15,” Elinor tinh queo.

“0,” t6i ni. “Véng, khongs...”

“Nhur thé ciing 1 dur dét thoi gian roi. Ching ta di chir?”

O! Mot céi xe co tai xé riéng. Mot cai tii da ca séu higu Kelly - va d6i hoa tai kia c6 phéi ngoc luc bao that khong nhi?

Khi xe chuyén banh, t6i khong thé khong kén nhin Elinor. By gitr khi ngdi ké bén ti m6i nhén ra ba gia hon t0i turdng, ¢6 & ciing dén 50 tudi rdi. Méc du
trong ba rat tuyét voi thi cling chi nhu mbt bire anh kiu diem bi dé ra ngoai dnh sang mit trdi va bi phai bét mau - roi lai dugc t v& ky ludng voi do
trang diém. Long mi clia ba ning triu mascara, mai toc thi bong Ion toan keo xit toc va cac mong tay duoc son tia qua da, trong ching ctr nhur men sir
mau do vay. Ba hoan toan... chai chuot. Bong b trong cai cach ma t6i biét minh khong bao gio ¢6 thé nhur thé dwoc, du c6 bao nhiéu nguoi dén trau
chuot cho t61.

Y 6i 13, hom nay trong t6i ciing khé duoc, t0i nghi thé. Thure ra, trong toi rat sic nét. Tap chi Vogue cua M§ n6i khuynh huréng mau den va tring dang la
tiéu diém trong thoi gian ndy, vi vay toi da két hop mbt chan vay chir A mau den véi mot so' mi tring mua duoc trong dot ha g4 hang mau lan trude, va
d6i gidy den cao got tuyét dep. Toi da danh miit gidng nhu cach Mona chi cho 1. Sang nay t6i thire sy hai long v6i ban than minh. Nhung bay gio, khi
Elinor sdm soi :Eﬁi, t61 chot nhan ra mdt mong tay ctia minh hoi nham nhd, bén mép mot chiéc giay co vét ban nhd xiu - va 6i Chiia 0i, c6 phai sgi chi kia
dang thdng xuong ttr cai chan vay ctia t6i khong? Liéu t6i cé nén gidt nd ra khong?

Thét binh tinh, t6i d4t mot tay 1én dii dé che cai soi chi bi tudt kia. C6 18 ba Ay chura nhin thiy. N6 ciing khong dén mirc 16 iéu thé, ding khong?



Nhung Elinor Iing & luc i xéch, 1t sau dua cho t6i mdt c4i kéo nho bang bac ¢6 tay cam bang doi mbi.

“Oi... 0, chéu cam on,” toi ling ting n6i. Toi cét céi soi chi déng ghét kia rdi dua tré lai céi kéo, cam gidc gidng nhur dira tré dang ngdi trén ghé nha
troong, “Viée ndy uon xay ra ma,” t6i noi thém, va khe cudi day lo lang, “Sang nay chau da soi grrong va nghi trong minh kha 6n nhung r6i khi ra khoi
Tuyét thit, by gior toi lai dang Fp bap. Tir tir ndo, Becky.

“Ngudi Anh khong thé nio 3n van chai chubt duoc,” Elinor ndi. “Trir phi d6 i con ngyra.”

Khoé miéng ba nhéch én vai milimét c6 niin ra mdt nu cudi - mic du phén con lai trén khuon mét ba van khong xé dich - va t6i pha 1én cudi ninh bo.

“Chuyén do rét thi vi dy a! Ban cting nha v6i chau ciing rat thich ngwra. Nhung y chéu 1, bac ciing 12 ngudi Anh, ding khong a? Vay ma nhin bac thire
su... khong ché vao dau dugc!”

Toi thuc sy hai li)ng khi tranh tht ném vao mdt 161 khen nho nhd, nhung nu cudi trén khudn mit Elinor dot nhién bién mét. Ba nhin t6i tring trirg vO cam
va bong nhién t6i hiéu Luke Ky & du ra cai thai do dimng dung déng so do.

“Bac von bam sinh 1 cong dan My.”

“Diing vay a,” tdi ndi. “Vang, chau nghi bac ciing & day mot thoi gian. Nhung y chéu 1, trong tim bac, bac van con ... bac s& khong néi bac L... Chéu
muon noi 1, Luke rat Anh...”

“Béc da séng & New York hau hét thoi ky truong thanh ctia minh,” Elinor lanh ling néi. “Bat ctr sur lién hé ndo ctia bac véi nurée Anh déu da bién mit tir
Jau rdi. Noi d6 da 18i thoi hai muroi namroi.”

“ing a.” Toi nhiét thanh gt dau dong tinh, ¢ giing t6 ra minh hodn toan hiéu duge ¥ clia ba. Chia i, vie nay that khé khin. Toi cam gide nhu minh
dang bi soi dudi kinh hién vi viy. Tai sao Luke lai khong cing dén ddy nhi? Hodc sao ba ay khong the thay doi lich hen nhi? Y t6i la, ching nhé ba ay lai
khong muon gip anh sao?

“Rebecca nay, ai nhudm tdc cho chau vay?” Elinor dot ngdt hoi.

“Péy ... ddy 14 toc tir nhién ciia chau,” t6i ndi, lo Fing so mdt lon toc.

“Meione,” ba 4y nghi ngd néi. “Bac khong biét tén. Khong biét ¢o dy lam viéc ¢ salon nio nhi?”

T61 hoan toan im Iang mdt lac.

“Um... vang,” cudi cling t6i ciing 4p tng. “Thurc ra... chéu... chau khong chic bac da timg nghe dén chd nay. N6 rét... nho.”

“Urm, bac nghil chau nén thay d6i mau toc,” Elinor n6i. “Gam miu do rat khong tinh t&.

“Ding thé a!” t6i voi v ndi. “Chinh xéc L thé a!”

“Thé ¢6 thanh Julien, Guinevere von Landlenburg & phd bond rét dugc. Chau ¢6 biét Guinevere von Landlenburg khong?”

T6i ra chiéu suy nghi, ctr nhur thé dang do lai danh ba dién thoai trong dau vay. Ctr nhur thé dang kiém tra lai tit ca cac anh chang Guinevere ma t6i biét
vay.

“Um.. khong a,” cudi cling t6i ciing Ién tiéng, “Chéu khong nghi i minh biét.”

“Ho ¢6 mt cai nha & South Hampton.” Ba 16i ra mt hop phan rdi soi gwong, “Nam ngodi thinh thoang ching t6i c6 dén d6 ciing voi gia dinh
Bonnevilles.”

Nguoi t61 do ra. Gia dinh Bonnevilles. Ctr nhur trong cai tén Sacha de Bonnevilles vay. Cir nhur trong cai tén ban gai cii ctia Luke vay.

Luke chua bao gid ké cho t6i ring ho 14 ban ciia gia dinh anh.

OK, i s& khong cing thing dau. Chi vi Elinor da khong du t& nhi khi nhéic dén gia dinh Sacha. N6 ciing khong hén nhu ba 4y dang d& cap dén co ta...
“Sacha A mot 6 gai dugc day db rét can than,” Elinor n6i, dap ndp hop phén lai. “Chéu di bao o nhin thiy con bé 6t van chua?”

“Chuaa.”

“Hay choi polo(*) chura?”

* Mot mbn thé thao nguoi choi cudi ngyra ding chiy ¢6 can dai danh bong vao trong cac cau mon.



“Chura 2,” t6i riu 1 néi. “Chéu chura timg xem.”
Bdng nhién Elinor hdng héch dp vao tAm chéin bang kinh sau lung nguoi tai xé.

“Anh r& qua nhanh & gbc d6 ddy!” ba ta n6i. “Toi s& khong nhéic lai nita dau, ti khong mubn bj chét ¢ trén ghé dau. Nay, Rebecca,” ba ta n6i, chinh lai
tur thé ngdi va liéc nhin t6i vé khong hai ong, “Chéu thich nhitng gi?””

“Um...” Toi md miéng ra rdi ngim lai. Du 6c t6i hoan toan tréng rong. Thdi nio, t6i cling phéi ¢6 vai 6 thich chir. Téi lam gi vao cudi tudn nao? Toi kim
@i dé thur gian nao?

“Vang, chau...”
Chuyén ndy thit mrc cuoi. Phai c6 cai gi d6 trong cude sng ciia t6i ngoai chuyén mua sim chir.

“Vang, chic chin i chéu rat thich... gip g& giao lru ban be,” t6i do du bt dau. “Va tim hiéu vé... vé thoi trang théng qua... trm.. thong qua cc cuén
tap chi...”

“Chau ¢6 thich thé thao khong?”” Elinor nhin t6i lanh king, “Chéu c6 di sin khong?”

“Um.. khong a. Nhung... gin day chau bt dau tap dau kiém!” T6i dot nhién hao himg n6i thém. Toi ¢6 mua quan 4o tap rdi ma, dung khong? “Va chau
choi piano tir khi sau tudi.”

Hoan toan diing nhur vay. Khéng can dé cap dén viéc t6i bo hoc piano khi toi chin tubi.

“Thye ra,” Elinor n6i, va mim cudi lanh Ring. “Sacha ciing rit xuét séc & finh virc amnhac. Con bé da doc tiu cac ban sonata viét cho piano ctia
Beethoven ¢ London hdi ndim ngodi. Chau c6 di khong nhi?”

Sacha dang ghét kia. Vi c4i mdn ludt van chét tiét va cac ban sonata chét tiét.

“khong a,” t6i nhaAm nhén. “Nhung chéu... tinh ¢ chéu ciiing timg doc tAu. Cac ban sonata ciia Wagner.”

“Céc ban sonata ctia Wagner sao?”” Elinor hoi lai ddy nghi ngo.

“Um.. vang a.” Toi hiing giong, ¢ ghing nghi im sao thoat khoi c4i chi d& thanh tich nay. “Vay chiic hin bac rét ty hao vé Luke!”

Toi hy vong cau hdi niy s& khoi mio mot cude chuyén trd vui vé so véi muroi phit trude ddy. Nhung Elinor chi nhin t6i r6i im king ctr nhur thé t6i noi diéu
gl d6 nham nhi viy.

“VB... vé cong ty ctia anh va moi thir.” Toi gan i nhén thém vao chit dé d6. “Anh thyc sy thanh cong. C6 vé nhur anh rét quyét tim thanh cong & New
York, & My.” Elinor cudi mia mai voi toi.

“Nguoi ta ching 1 gi cho dén khi ho thanh cong & My.” Ba nhin ra ngoai ctra s6. “Chiing ta dén noi r6i.”

On Chua vi diéu do.

That ximg tAm v6i Elinor, cai spa chim soc séc dep nay that sw rét tuyét voi. Khu e Ié tan giéng hét nhur hang dong ctia Ai cdp, voi nhiing cai cot,
tiéng nhac dat diu va mii dau huong ligu dé chiu thoang thoang. Chiing t6i di kén ting dén ban I tAn, noi mdt ngudi phu nit thanh lich trong bo quan 40
vai lanh niu den goi Elinor “Ba Sherman” rét kinh cén. Ho thi tham mdt ltc voi nhau, va nguoi phy nir kia thinh thoang liéc nhin t6i git dau, con toi cb gia
vo nhu khong nghe ni nhin vao bang gi4 danh cho dich vu tim dau huong liéu. Rdi Elinor dot ngdt quay lai dan t6i dén chd ngdi doi c6 mot Am tra bac
ha va también dé yéu cau khach hang néi khé, ton trong su yén tinh ctia spa.

Ching t6i ngdi im mit e thi c6 mdt o gai trong bd ddng phuc tring dén chao t6i rdi dua ti di dén phong tri liéu co dé sn mot cai a0 choang va mit
d6i dép di trong nha, tit ca du dugc boc trong gidy bong kinh xen 16 fan. Khi t6i thay do ¢d Ay mii tan giu v6i dam ddng nghiép & quiy thu ngén con
i hdo hirc doan xem minh duoc phyc vu gi ¢ day. Elinor cr khing khéing doi tra tién tht ca cac dich vu tri lidu ctia 161 0 t6i ¢4 dimg bao nhicu dich vy
di chang ni¥a - va 0 rang la ba a ay da chon dich vy “tri liéu toan thin”, khong biét 12 c4i gi. Toi hy vong né s& bao gdm ca dich vu mat xa tri liéu dé thur
gian nira, nhung khi t6i ngdi xudng girdng, t6i nhin thiy mdt bat day sap ong dun nong.

T6i cam thiy bung minh kho 6. Téi chura bao i chiu duoc viée dip sap ong dé 16t 1ong chan. Khong phai vi toi sg' dau nhung vi...

Thoi, duoc roi. Bsi vi tdi sg dau.

“Vay 1 dich vu tri liu ctia t6i bao gdm ca tay Iong chin sao?” t6i n6i, ¢b ging to ra binh than.

“Quy khach da ding ky dich vu tay bng toan thin,” c6 nhin vién tri lidu tra 16, va nhin t6i ddy ngac nhién. “Tir dau dén chan. Hai chan, hai canh tay, hai
16ng may, va Brazalian.”

Canh tay sao? Long miy sao? Toi cam thdy cb hong minh thit lai vi so hiii. Toi chua timg so hi nhur thé nay bao gios ké tir lan d4m lung & Thai Lan.



“Brazilian 42" t0i n6i giong sin sit. “D6 B... d6 1 cai gi vay?”

“D6 Ia mdt dang thy Iong vimg bikini. TAy hoan toan.”

T6i nhin ¢ ta chiim chiip. Pau toi im viée qué tai. Khong phai y ¢ ta B...

“Vay moi quy khach ndm xudng girong,..”

“Chér dal” t6i nbi, ¢b gitt giong binh tinh. “Khi ¢6 noi 'toan bg', tirc 1a c6 mudn néi...”

“Um, diing viy.” Nhan vién trj igu mim cui. “Sau d6 néu quy khéch mudn, i c6 thé cho mdt hinh xtim nho béng pha Ié vao... chd do. Hinh tréi tim khé
pho bien. Hodc ¢6 teher Ia chit cai dau trong tén clia mot ngudi dac biét nao do.”

Khong. Diéu nay thuc sy khong thé duoc.

“Vay, xin moi quy khach ndm xudng girong thur gin.”

Thu giin sao? Thur gian a?

C6 4y di dén chd cai bat sap ong ndu chay d6 - va toi cam thay hoang so.

“T6i s& khong lam dich vu ndy,” t6i nghe minh dang Ién tiéng, va tut xubng khoi girdng, “Toi s& khong lam dich vy nay.”
“Hinh xdma?”’

“Khong xam gi ca.”

“Khong xam gi sao?”

Nhan vién trj liéu tién lai gin phia t6i, tay bung bat sap ong - va trong con hdt hoang, t6i ki lai phia sau giurdng, quang céi 4o choang lai quanh ngwoi dé
phong thi

“Nhung ba Sherman da thanh toan trude tt c4 dich vu trf liéu nay.”

“Toi khong quan tim ba Ay da thanh todn nhitng g, t6i n6i va It lai. “C ¢6 thé tay 1ong chén ti. Nhung khong phéi cénh tay t0i. Va chédc chén |
khong,.. khong phai cai kia. Céi trai tim bang pha 1€ gi d6.”

Nhén vién trj liéu trong rat lo Fing,

“Ba Sherman k1 mot trong nhimg khéch hang than thiét nhét ctia ching toi. Ba dy da yéu cau cu thé dich vu 'tay 1ong tir dau dén chan' cho ¢6.”

“Ba dy s& khong bao gitr biét!” t6i khn khodn. “Ba dy s& khong bao gior biét! Y 62 ba dy chitc khong dinh nhin chir? B 4y s& khong hoi con trai minh
xem liéu chir cai dau tén anh ta c6 dugc xam & trén... cua ban gai anh khong chir?” Toi khong thé cho phép minh n6i tir bo phan. Y t6i 13, thoi nao. Ba
ay khong lam thé dung khong?”’

T6i ngimg lai, biu khong khi ngat thé chi diroc pha tan bai tiéng sao ém diu.

Roi bdng nhién nhan vién tr liéu bt cuoi. Toi bt gip anh mét ctia ¢d Ay va t6i ciing bét dau cudi nhur bi ma hm

“C nbi ding,” nhan vién tri liéu néi, rdi ngdi xudng dui mit. “Co6 n6i ding. Ba Ay s& khong bao gioy biét.”

“Vay ching ta giao kéo nhé?” t6i ndi. “C6 chi tiy 1ong chin va 16ng miy cho i, va chiing ta s& gitt bi mét vé phin con lai.”

“Thay vi d6 t6i c6 thé mt xa cho ¢, nhan vién tri liéu ndi. “Dé cho hét thoi gian.”

“Duing thé!” t6i thd phao. “Hoan héo!”

Cam thay nhe nhdm hon mdt chut, t6i nam xudng giudng, nhan vién tri liéu dép khan tim lén ngudi toi mdt cach chuyén nghiép.

“Vay 1 ba Sherman c6 con trai a?”” ¢6 Ay n6i nhe nhang va vudt toc toi ra phia sau.

“Diing vdy.” toi ngang Ién, hoi ngac nhién. “Vay ba dy tham chi chira bao gio nhic dén anh ta sa0?”

“Khong, néu nhur t6i nhé khoéng nhim. Ba 4y dén day m nhidu nim nay rdi...” Nhin vién tri liéu nhin vai. “T6i luén udn tim niém ring ba 4y khong c6
con cai”

“O vay 4, t6i néi va nam xudng dudi, ¢d ging khong bicu 16 sw ngac nhién.



Mot tiéng rudi dong h6 sau, t0i ra khoi phong tri liéu, cam gidc lng lang. Toi c6 mot cép 1ong may hoan toan m6i, doi chan min ming va cam gidc sang
khoai lan khap co thé nho liéu phap mét xa dau thom tuyét voi.

Elinor dang chés ¢ ban & tan, khi t0i dén gan, ba Ay dao mit nhin t6i xét nét tir trén xudng dudi. Trong khoénh khéic kinh khing néo do, 10i nghi ba dy s&
bat ti xan tay 40 1én d€ kiém tra d6 min mang ca canh tay - nhung tat ca nhimg gi ba ay ndi 13, “Long may ctia chau nhin kha hon nhicu roi day.” Roi
ba ay quay mit budc ra ngoai ctra, con t6i voi va theo sau.

Khi quay tr6 lai xe, t61 hoi, “Bac chdu minh s& an trua ¢ dau a?”

“Nina Heywood td chirc mot b@a tiéc tir thién nho nh(")rva‘t than Qﬁt ung hd nhitng nan nhan dgmg chét d6i & Uggmda,” ba tra 164, mét sdm soi nhitng ngdn
tay tia tot k¥ rdng ctia minh. “Hau nhu thdng nao bac ay ciing to chitc nhitng su kién nhur thé nay. Chau c6 biét gia dinh nha Heywood khong? Hay gia
dinh nha van Gelder?”

Tét nhién t6i khong biét cai quai gi vé ho ca.

“Khong a,” toi nghe minh tra 1oi. “Nhung chau biét gia dinh nha Webster.”

“Nha Webster 42 Ba 4y nhurén doi Iong may cong hinh cung Ién. “C6 phai gia dinh Webster & Newport khong?”

“Gia dinh Webster & Oxshott co a. Janice va Martin.” Téi nhin ba 4y ngay tho. “Béc c6 biét ho khong a?”

“Khéng,” Elinor néi va nhin t6i lanh ling. “Bac khong nghil 1 minh biét ho.”

Ching t6i im lang trong sudt chang duong con lai. Roi bdng nhién xe dung, ching t6i xudng xe, di bd vao c4i sanh sang trong nhat va Ion nhét ma t6i tirng
thay, mit ngudi mic dong phuc dimg canh cua va guong soi treo & khéip noi. Chiing t6i budc vao ci thang miy nma vang dua kn chic phai rit rét nhidu
tAng v&i mdt ngudi dan 6ng doi mil lwdi trai, rdi di vao mdt can hd. Toi chura bao gidy nhin thiy bét ky cin ho ndo nhur thé.

Noi nay thit sy rAt hoanh trang, san nha lémbéng d4 cAm thach, ¢6 ciu thang déj va mit cai piano trang trong duoc dat trén buc. Tqbng duoc phi lya
sang mau trang tri voi nhiing birc tranh to c6 khung mau vang, va trén cac cot khap phong la nhirng dai hoa trang tri duoc treo ru xubng, t6i chura nhin
thiy nhitng thir nay bao gio. Nhiing ngudi phy ni gay nhu que tam trong nhimg bd quan o dat tin dang chuyén trd s6indi, vai quy ong an van dep d&
dang lich su lang nghe, nhiing nguoi hau ban dang di moi sdm panh, va mdt c¢d gai trong chiéc vay thudt tha dang choi dan hac.

DPay 1a mit bita trua tr thién nho nhd sao?

Chii nha ctia ching ti, bd Heywood, 1 mdt phy ni nho nhén méic d6 mau hong, ba dinh bit tay i thi ngwdi phy nir doi chiée mil dinh day chau béu dén
khién ba sao nhang, Elinor giéi thi¢u toi yéi ba Parker, 6ng Wunsch, va c6 Kutomi, r6i di mét, khién t6i phai van hét kha nang bat chuyén voi moi nguoi,
miic du cd vé nhu ho dang suy doan chic t6i phai 1a ban than cta hoang tr William.

“Ké cho toi di.” ba Parker giuc gid. “Thé ciu trai tré t0i nghiép do da chiu dung thé ndo sau... mét mét to 16n nhu thé?” ba 4y thi tham

“Céu bé d6 c6 pham cach cao quy bam sinh,” 5ng Wunsch n6i rat manh m3. “Nhiing ngudi tré tudi ngdy nay can hoc nhiéu diéu tir cau dy. N6i cho toi
6 phai cau ay dinh gia nhdp quan ngii khong?”

“Céu dy... cau 4y khong hé nhic t6i chuyén d6,” t6i n6i khong miy nhiét tinh. “Ong lim on thir 161

Toi chudn ra nha vé sinh - nd ciing rong Ién xa xi nhur phan con lai ctia ngbi nha, voi nhirng cai gia dé céc loai xa phong cao cép va nhiing lo muréc hoa
mién phi, va mdt cai ghé tira thoai méai dé ngdi. Toi c6 phén ude ring minh c6 thé & trong ny ca ngay, thuc sy nhur vay. Nhung t6i khong dam ndn na
Jau hon nira, chéng may Elinor lai di tim t6i. Toi dang rang sirc &p minh dimg day quay tré lai voi dam dong kia, noi dam ngudi bdi ban dang di lai khe
khang, miéng lam bam, “Bira trura s€ duge phuc vu ngay bay gio.”

Khi moi ngudi tién dén CI\lS hai canh cira to 16n kia, t6i nhin quanh tim Elinor nhung khong thay dau ca. Mot quy ba 1on tudi mic vay ren den dang ngdi
trén chiec ghe canh t6i, roi ba ay bat dau dimg day ti vao chicc giy.

“Hay dé chau gitp ba,” t6i n6i, voi va tién dén khi ba Ay loang choang. “Dé chau cdm gitp ba ly sim panh nhé!”

“Camon chau yéu quy!” Nguoi phy nit mim cudi khi toi ndm tay ba, va ching ti ctng chdm réi bude vao phong an long Iy nhu mdt toa lau dai. Moi
nguoi kéo ghé ngdi xuong quanh nhitng chi€éc ban &n tron, va dam boi ban nhanh chéng phuc vu banh mi.

“Margaret,” ba Heywood ndi, tién dén chia tay v& phia ba cu. “Cam ly tay toi di. Bay gio dé i dura ba dén chd ngdi...”

“C6 gai tré ndy dang gitip t6i roi,” ba néi khi tw minh ngdi xudng ghé, con t6i mim cuoi khiém nhurdng voi ba Heywood.
“Camon c6 nhé!” ba dy lo déing ndi. “Bay gid, co c6 thé cam gitip t6i chiéc ly... va mang mdt it murdc ra ban ndy dugc khong?”
“Tét nhién rdil” t6i ndi v mim cudi than thién. “Khong van dé g.”

“Con 61 udng cocktail G&T,” mdt ngudi dan ong 16n tubi ngdi xubng gan dé noi thém, xoay xoay ngudi trong ghé.



“S€ co ngay.”

Chuyén vira rdi chirng minh me minh néi ding, Cach m quen v6i mdt ngudi  gitip do ho. Toi cam thiy rit dic biét, dang giop d& chi nha. Cr nhur thé
61 dang dimg ra t chirc tiéc cing ba Ay vay?

Toi khong chiic nha bép & dau nhung damngudi b01 ban déu tién dén mot goc & cu01 | phong. Toi di theo ho qua hai canh cira, va thiy minh dang & trong
mdt gian bép ma me 6i chic hin s& khao khat mudn ¢o. Khap noi lat da granite va cém thach, mt céi ti lanh trong giéng qué tén kira khong gian, va
mdt cai 1o nuréng banh pizza duge gin vao hrdng! Pam bdi ban méc 4o so mi tring dang voi vi bé ra bé vao cac khay thirc an, hai bép trudng dimg &
khu vure trung tAm bém cai 1o mréng, dang cAm nhitng c4i chao néng soi sting suc, tiéng ai d6 dang hét 1én, “Chét tiét, déng khan an & dau r6i?”

Toi tim thdy mdt chai mrdc va mot cai coc dat chung 1én khay rdi nhin quanh xem binh ruou gin & d4u. Khi t6i cti xudng md canh ti dyng db an ra thi
mdt ngudi dan 6ng véi méi toc ty mau cit ngin vo nhe vao vai toi.

“Nay! C6 dang lam gi ddy?”
“0, xin chao!” t6i ndi, va dimg day. “Toi chi dang tim chai rurou gin. Cé ngudi mudn udng cocktail G&T.”
“Ching ta khong c6 thoi gian cho cai d6!” anh ta quét Ién. “C6 c6 nhan thay dang thiéu ngudi phuc vu khong? Ching ta can mang thirc an dit én ban!”

Pang thiéu ngudi phuc vu sao? T6i nhin anh ta trimg trimg khong hiéu gi mot ic. Roi khi dura it nhin xudng cai chan vay miu den ctia minh, t6i chot
hiéu ra moi vic, va t6i pha 1én cuoi kinh ngac.

“Khong! Toi khong phéi la... Y 6i 1, toi thure ra 1 mot trong nhimg...”

To1 n6i nhu ~thé ndo dé khong xtic pham anh ta nhi? Toi chic chén lim mt ngudi bdi ban ciing can phéi ¢6 rét nhidu k§ nang, Di sao thi biét dau anh ta
lai 1a mOt dién vién nghi€p dur trong thoi gian ranh roi

Nhung khi t6i dang ring minh thi anh ta d3it vao tay t6i mt cai khay bac ddy c4 hun khoi.

“Cam iy! Ngay bay gio!”

“Nhung t61 khong phai...”

“Ngay bay gio! Thirc &n ddt én ban!”

So hai, t6i voi va di ngay. OK. Viéc t6i cAn 1am 14 thodt khoi anh ta, d3t cai khay nay & dau do va tim chd ngéi cua minh.

Thit can trong t6i quay tr lai phong &n, va tha thén giira hai daly ban, tim xem c6 mt ban ndo trong dé dat ci khay lén khong, Nhung dudng nhu
khong c6 céi ban nao hay tham chi cai gh€ trong nao. Toi thue sy khong thé dat no 1€n san nha, nhung that dang xau hd néu len 161 vao dam khach va dat
nd Ién ban.

Chuyén ndy thure s kho chiu. Cai khay kha néng, canh tay t0i bt dau. Toi di qua ghé ciia dng Wunsch va khé mim cudi voi ong, nhung ong 4y tham chi
khong nhén ra t6i. Ctr nhur thé t6i bdng bién thanh ngudi tang hinh vay.

Chuyén nay that mrc cudi. Phai c6 chd ndo d6 dé 6i dit cai khay ndy xubng chir.
“C6-co-dinh-phuc-vu-thirc-an-khong-day?” mdt giong néi gian di it 1én phia sau keng khién toi gidt nay minh.
“OK!” t61 dap lai, cémth?iy hoi lo s¢. “OK, t6i s€ phuc vu day.”

Oi, vi Chtia. C6 & viéc don gian hon ki ctr viée phuc vu m6n niy. Roi it ra thind ciing bién mét, va t6i ¢ thé ngdi xubng. Toi ngin ngai tién dén ci ban
ghn nhit,

“Um.. ¢6 ai mudn an mot it c hdi hun khoi khong? Toi nghi dy 1 c4 hdi... con day 1 thit ¢4 hoi...”
“Rebecca?”

Mot céi dau véi kiu toc rat thanh lich & trude it t6i dang ngodi nhin quanh khién t6i gidt néy minh. Elinor dang ngang lén nhin t6i trimg trimg, hai con
mit ba 4y nhu hai ludi dao.

“Chao bac,” t61 lo ]éng 6L, “Béc ¢6 mudn dn mot chitt ca khong?”
“C6 nghi ¢6 dang m gi vay?” ba Ay n6i nho day gidn dit.
“O!” t6i nin thd. “Umy, chéu chi, bac biét ddy, dang gitip mot tay...”

“T6i s€ dung chit ca hdi hun khoi, cam on ¢d,” mdt phu nit méc 4o khoac mau vang noi. “C6 cd nude x0t khong béo ctia Phap chi?”



“Um.. vang, van dé thuc sur t6i khong phai ...”
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“Rebecca!” giong Elinor bin ra tir cai miéng chi hé mo. “Pét né xubng, Chi viée... ngdi xudng di.”
“Vang. TAt nhién rdi.” T6i bdi r6i liéc nhin khay dung ca. “Hay 1 chéu cir tiép moi ngudi, vi dit sao chéu ciing dang dimg ¢ ddy ma...”
“Pat né xudng! Ngay bay gio!”

“Vang ” T6i ngo ngac nhin mot lic, 10i thdy mot ngudi boi ban dang t tién dén phia minh cam theo mit chiéc khay trong, Trude khi anh ta kip phan tmg,
01 giri nhd khay ca hoi hun khoi vao tay ctia anh ta 1di voi va chay vé chd minh voi doi chan run rdy, nhe nhang cio lai toc.

Khi ngdi xudng, t6i trai rong cai khéin &n trén dau gbi, ca ban an im Bing. Toi nhoén migng cudi thét thén thign nhung khong ai dp kai. ROi mdt ngudi phu
nir 16n tudi deo khoang sau chudi ngoc chai lon va may trg' thinh nhoai nguoi vé phia Elinor tham thi, d to dé tat ca ching t6i déu nghe thay, “Con trai cd
hen ho véi.. mot ¢6 hau ban a?”
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Chuwong 11

“CO AY PA LAM VAY A?” Ngip ngimg hoi lu Luke nhéin trén va fiéc nhin t6i, “Um, con chéc c6 4y khong .. Anh dimg lai rdi im Fing khién toi
camthay hoi lo so.

Vi ngiy sau, & dau day bén kia, Elinor dang ndi chuyén voi Luke. Chi Chiia m6i biét duoc ba dy n6i gi vé toi. Toi ude ching toi co mot cai bo dam.
Nghi lai, t61 khong nén nghe.

“Thét sa0?” Luke t6 ra ngac nhién. “Con hiéu roi. Thil vi thit.” Anh héing giong. “Con vé van dé d6 - liéu hai me con minh c¢6 thé thu xép gip nhau
khong?”

On Chia. Ho d4 ngimg néi chuyén vé toi.

0, con hiéw.” Sy that vong boc 1§ 13 trong giong noi ctia Luke. “Khong, tAt nhién con hiéu.
Ving, con s& lam vdy. Tambiét me.” Anh dat dng nghe xudng, nhin n6 trong gidy lat.

“Vay I, t6i ni, 6 ging t6 ra than nhién. “Me anh nghi gi vé& em?”

“O! Um...” Luke nhén nit khé hiéu. “Ba néi em.. qua hing hai. Khong biét ba muén ndi gi nhi?”

“Em khong biét!” Toi cudi khiic khich. “C6 & 1a... anh biét ddy... cham chi! Vay, im.. ba c6 nhéic dén mén qua anh giri khong?”” T6i ndi thém dé thay
d6i chi dé.

“Khong,” Luke dap sau mot lat ngtng lai. “Thyre ra ba khong hé nhic dén.”

“0,” 161 n6i, cam thiy phan nd vai Elinor. “Unn, anh biét dy, ba da thire s rt thich nd.”

“Emnghi vay a?”

“Chéc chin ddy!” toi qua quyét. “Ba... ba dd gan nhur bat khoc, ba rat hai long, Va ba néi anh | cau con trai ngoan nhét thé giéi.”
“Thét sa0?” Mat Luke tran ngép niém vui. “Ba da nbi thé u?”

Toi mim cuoi mo ho cdi xubng doi gidy. C6 1€ d6 khong phéi hoan toan I sur thét. Nhung y t6i 1, t0i khong thé ndi voi anh réing ba Ay chi nhét n6 vao
trong hop ctr nhu thé d6 1a mot doi tat ctia haing Woolworth's, dting khong?”

“Hen gip em sau nhé.” Luke nhAc cap tai lidu 1én rdi hon toi. “Va chic em may mén sang nay.”

“Cam on anh!” t6i vui vé d4p lai, cam thay hoi héo hirc.

Tét cd that dot ngdt, moi thir & ddy dang bt dau khoi dong. Toi lién tiép nhén durge dién thoai cilia nhitng ngudi mubn gip minh, m theo cach goi clia
Luke Ia “hiu irng bong tuyet” (*) va anh mong rang moi viée s& suon s€. Ngay hom qua t6i c6 ba cude gip voi cac dng chi truyén hinh cua cac dai khac
nhau - va hom nay t6i &n sang véi Greg Walters tir Blue River Productions. Anh ta I3 nguoi da giri gié hoa qua cho t6i va néi “mon moi” muon duge gip

t6i. Ca doi toi chira bao gioy ¢6 ai “mdn moi” mudn dugc gip minh nhur vay!

* Nguyén ban 1a “snowball effect™ cach ndi bong bay chi mdt qua trinh bt dau, tir y nghia, tAm quan trong va quy md nho phat trién én ¢ mirc Ion hon
v6i toc do nhanh.

MOt gioy sau, t6i dang ngdi trong nha hing khach san Bon Miia, cam giac minh nhur mdt ngdi sao truyén hinh. Greg Walters cao va timning, va ¢6 tén &
khap céac kénh truyen hinh ma toi tirng biét.

“Cd dang rat duoc yéu thich,” anh ta n6i lién hdi, chi ngimg dé cin mot miéng banh simg bo 1di lai ndi tiép. “C6 ¢6 nhan ra diéu d6 khong?”

“Um.. vang...”
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“Dimg” Anh ta gio tay kn. “Dimg e then. C6 da ndi tiéng khéip thanh phd ndy. Cac héing dang tranh gianh dé c6 dugc ¢d.”” Anh ta ubng mot ngum ca
phé va nhin vao mat toi. “T6i s& rat thanh thit - t6i muon danh cho c6 mdt churong trinh riéng.”

T6i nhin anh ta chiim chip, gan nhur khong thé thé duoc vi héo hie.
“Thét sao? Chuong trinh riéng cua toi sao? Lam gi co?”

“Lam gj ciing dwoc. Ching toi s& tim cho ¢ mdt thé loai thich hop hon ca.” Anh ta ung thém ngum ca phé nita. “C6 1 mdt nha binh luén chinh tri, ding
khong?”

“Um.. khong hin vAy,” toi king ting n6i. “Toi lim vé tai chinh c4 nhan. Anh biét ddy, thé chép va nhing thir khac.”

“Diing vdy.” Greg gat dau. “Tai chinh. Vay t6i nghi... ngay lp tirc xuit hién trong dau t6i ... phd Wall. Phd Wall gip Ab Fab giip Oprah. C6 c6 thé
lam nhu vay, ding khong?”

“Um... chic chin rdi.”
Toi tyr tin dap lai va an thém mdt méu banh simg bo nita.

“T6i phai di rdi,” anh ta ndi sau khi ubng hét cdc ca phé. “Nhung i t6i s& goi dién lai cho ¢6 va s& thiét ké mdt cude gap voi gidam dbe phu trach phat
trién ctia ching toi. Nhur vay on chir?”

“On ca!” t0i n6i, cd ging t vé binh than nht. “Nhur vay thét tt day!”

Mot niém vui I6n lao lan toa khéip khuon it t6i khi anh ta di khoi. Chuong trinh ctia riéng t6i! Moi thir dang ngdy cang 6t dan Ién. Moi ngudi toi néi
chuyén déu c6 vé mubn toi lamcho ho, va tht ca bon ho déu moi toi nhimg bita n ngon, ngay hdm qua, ai d6 con ndi toi c6 thé cb sur nghiép &
Hollywood, diéu nay khoi can phai ban. Hollywood!

Y ti 1, ctr thir hinh dung t6i 6 mdt churong trinh riéng & Hollywood nhi! Toi s& ¢6 thé séng trong mot ngdi nha hoanh tréing ndo d6 & Beverly Hill, va c6
the di tiéc ting vdi tat ca cac ngdi sao dién anh. C6 thé Luke s& l3p thém chi nhanh cta cong ty anh ¢ Los Angeles. Y t6i la, nhitng ngudi song ¢ do6 cling
can PR chi- anh ciing ¢6 thé d€ dang chuyén tir tai chinh sang dién anh. Va... ding 161! Chiing t6i cd thé cling nhau thanh I&p mdt cong ty san xuat phim!
“Thét | mdt bat ngd thi vi,” mdt giong ndi vui vé cat Ién, t6i ngurde nhin ngo ngac khi thdy Michael Ellis dang kéo ghé ngdi & ban gan do.

“Oi!” t6i n6i, dirt tAm tri minh khoi chuyén giai thuong Oscars. “Oi, xin chao. Sang ddy ngdi voi t6i dil”” Toi lich sur chi vao chiéc ghé dbi dién.

“Toi khong lam phién c6 chir?”” anh Ay n6i va ngdi xudng,

“Khong hé. Toi vira c6 mdt cude gip mit & ddy nhung da xong xudi ca roi.” Toi nhin quanh mo hd. “Luke khong di voi anh 42

Michael fic dau.

“Sang nay anh 4y s& ndi chuyén v6i iy ngudi bén JD Slade. MAy nhan vét quan trong”

Ngudi bdi ban dén mang ci dia ciia Greg di, va Michael goi mot cdc cappuchino.

“Vdy.... moi viéc dién ra thé ndo rdi?” t6i n6i, hoi ha thip giong. “Luke ndi véi tdi ring mdt trong nhitng nha dau tur dang bat dau lo ngai.”

“Dung vdy.” Michael git du nghiém tic. “Toi khong biét cai quai gi dang xay ra nita.”

“Nhung tai sao cac anh lai can nha dau tur chir?” t6i hoi. <Y t6i | Luke ciing ¢6 khé nhidu tién...”

“Khong bao gio dAu tur bang tjén cta chinh ban,” Michael noi. “Nguyén téc sé 1 trong kinh doanh. Bén canh d6, Luke con ¢ nhimg !(é hoach rt vidai,
va nhitng ké hoach vi dai lai can rat nhiéu von.”” Anh ay ngang Ién. “C6 bict day, ngudi dan 6ng ctia c6 la mdt nguoi rat tham vong, Rat quyet tim dé
thanh cong & day.”

“Toi biét,” t61 néi. dao miit nhin. “TAt ca nhitng gi anh 4y am | lam viée.”

“Lam viée [ tt,” Michael n6i, nhiu iy nhin vao cbc ca phé. “Am anh thi lai... rit khong tot.”

Anh 4y im king mbt lat, rdi ngéng én va mim cuoi. “Nhung nhur t6i duoc biét thi moi thir dang dién ra rat tot voi co ding khong?”

“Thuc su dqng I]hl}’ vay,” t61 ndi, khong thé ndo gitt duoc binh tinh nita. “Thyc sy, moi viée diénra tuyét voi! Toi da ¢ nhitng cude g?Zp mit tuyét voi,
moi ngudi déu muon danh cho t61i mdt cong viéc! Toi chi vira mdi gip Greg Walters ctia hing Blue River Productions, anh ta ndi s& dé t6i lam mdt
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chwrong trinh riéng, Va ngiy hom qua, ai d6 con ndi ca vé Hollywood!

“That tuyét v6i,” Michael n6i. “Thuyc sy rat tuyét!” Anh 4y udng mdt ngum ca phé rdi nhin toi suy tw “Gid ma t6i cd thé ndi mdt 1oi.”



“Didu gi vay?”

“Nhitng nguoi m truyén hinh nay. C6 khong nhét thiét phai tin moi diéu ho noi dau.”
T6i nhin anh 4y, hoi chung himg,

“Y anh i g?”

“Nhitng gi ndy thich ba hoa,” Michael noi, chdm rai khudy c6c ca phé. “Diéu do gip bon ho cam thy dé chiu. Va ho tin vao moi thit ho ndi tai thoi
dieém ho noi. Nhung khi dong cham dén van dé tién bac...” Anh ay ding lai, ngude 1én nhin t6i. “T6i chi khong muon ¢6 that vong,”

“To6i s& khong that vong dau!” t6i phan nd ci lai. “Va toi rat rat hy vong ho dang lm nhur vAy. Tét ca nhimg diéu t6i mudn néi a..”
Anh im ing khi mbt nguoi giir cira miic dong phuc dimg lai bén ban ching ti.

“Thua ¢6 Bloomwood,” anh ta noi. ““Toi ¢é thu cho ¢6!”

“Camon anh!” t6i ngac nhién noi.

T6i md phong bi anh ta dra, va 16i ra méy tor gidy - d6 1a bire thi ctia Kent Garland tir hang HLBC.

“Pugc day!” t6i ndi, khong thé khong nd mdt ny curdi chién thang, “C6 vé nhur HLBC khong chi biét néi chuyén ba hoa. C6 vé nhu ho mubn ndi chuyén
cong viéc.” Toi dua manh gidy cho Michael Ellis, rat muon n6i thém, “Thay chura?”

“Haly goi cho trg 1y ctia Kent dé sap xép mot budi thir hinh,' “ Michael doc to. “Um, ¢ vé nhur t6i da sai,” anh dy n6i va mim cudi. “Va toi rit vui vé
dicu d4.” Anh ay nang coc ca phé ve phia toi. “Vay chic ¢d thir hinh thanh cong nhé!”

OK. Ngly mai tdi s& méic gl day? Toi s& miic gi day? Y toi k, ddy B mot thoi khéc quan trong nhit trong doi t0i, mt budi thir hinh cho mdt dai truyén
hinh ctia M. Trang phyc cua to1 phai sdc nét, dep mat, an hinh, khong ché vao dau duge... Y t6i 14, t6i khong cé gi ca. Khong gi ca.

Toi déo quanh d6ng quan 4o ciia minh dén ca triéu lAn va lai ndm vat ra giuong, kiét sirc. Toi khong thé tin dwroc dén nurde ndy minh lai khong c6 ndi mot
bd quan 4o Ién hinh.

U, khong c6 gi ca. Toi khong c6 su lwa chon.

Toi cAm cai tii 1én dé biét chic vi ctia minh trong do, khi vira so dén cai 4o khodc thi chudng dién thoai reo.
‘Alb,” t6i n6i vao dng nghe, hy vong d6 1 Luke.

“Bex!” giong n6i ctia Suze, rit nho va xa cach.

“Suze!” t61 vui vé ndi. “Chao cau!”

“Moi viée thé nao?”

“Moi viée dién ra rat tot!” t6i noi. “Minh gip kha nhiéu ngudi va bon ho déu rét thién cam. Moi thir rat tuyét!”
“Bex nay! That i tuyét!”

“Céu khoé khong?” Téi hoi cau miy khi nghe giong ¢6 4y. “Moi viée 6n ca ch?”

‘U, on ca!” Suze noi. “Moi viéc 6n ca. Ngoai trir viée...” Co Ay chan chir. “Minh chi nghf 13 cAu nén biét, mdt ngwdi dan 6ng goi dén sang nay vé viéc
céu ng ctra hang nao d6 mot it tién. La Rosa, trén pho Hampstead.”

“Thé 42" Toi xi it ra. “Lai | ho sa0?”

“U. Anh ta hoi liéu khi ndo thi cau ra khoi phong chinh hinh.”

“O4i,” t6i n6i sau khi ngimg lai mot ic. “U. Vay... cau da ndi gi?”

“Bex, tai sao anh ta lai nghi cau phai vao phong chinh hinh vay?”

“Minh khong biét,” t6i ling tranh. “C6 & anh ta nghe thiy diéu gi d6. Hoac B... hoic 14 ¢6 thé minh da viét cho anh ta mot 1 thu ky quéc ndo do...”
“Bex ndy,” Suze ngiit 11, giong c6 4y hoi run run. “Cau da néi véi minh s& thanh todn tét ca cac hoa don d6. Cau da hira ma!”

“Minh d4 thanh toan chiing r6i na!” Toi véi tay iy cai kroc va bat dau chai toc.



“Béng cach ndi véi ho 1a du ctia cdu bat ra khdng diing lic sao?”” Suze hét Ién. “Y minh 1, thanh thue ma n6i, Bex a,...”
“Nghe ndy, cdu dimg cing thing, Minh s& giai quyét tit ca moi chuyén khi minh vé dén nha.”
“Anh ta ndi s& c6 nhitng bién phap manh dy! Anh ta n6i da rat thong cam nhing nhan nhwong nhur vay | qua di rdi, va...”

“Ho ludn luon ni nhur viy,” t6i x0a dju. “Suze ndy, ciu thurc s khong can phéi lo Fing dau. Minh sap kiém duoc bon tién & ddy roi. Minh s rit giau!
Minh s€ c6 the trang trai moi ng nan, va moi thir s& lai 6n!”

Im Eing, va t6i ¢ thé hinh dung dwoc Suze dang ngdi trén san phong khach, quin chit nhitng lon toc quanh ngon tay.

“Thét sa0?” cudi cling ¢d 4y ciing Ién tiéng. “Vay moi thir dién ra tot dep ca chi?”

“Diing vay! Ngiy mai minh s& di thir hinh, g ndy mudn dé minh m mot chuong trinh riéng, ho thdm chi con noi ca dén chuyén Hollywood!”
“Hollywood sa0?”” Suze hét Ién. “Tuyét cu meo!”

“Minh biét!” Toi mim cudi trude guong, “Khong phai qua tuyét sao? Minh ndi tiéng! Céi gi ¢ héing Blue River Productions d& n6i nhur thé?”
“Vdy... cau dinh miic gi dén budi thir hinh?”

“Chéc minh di dén Barneys day,” t6i vui vé n6i. “Chon mdt by qu?m 4o moi!”’

“Barneys u?” Suze hoang hét néi. “Bex ndy, cau da hira voi minh 1 khong vung tay qué tran ddy nhé! Cau chéc chéin da hira véi minh 1 s& bam theo
ngan sach day nhé!”

“Minh van tiéu trong ngn sach cho phép ma! Minh hoén toan bém Ry né ma! Minh da viét tit cé ra roi! Ma du sao thi ddy ciing & chi phi cong viéc.
Minh dang dau tu vao sy nghiép.”

“Nhung...”

“Suze ndy, cAu khong thé kiém ra tién néu cau khong tiéu trude da. Ai ciing biét thé ma! Y minh 13, ciu phai tiéu tién vao nhimg thir can thiét chir, ding
khong nhi?”

Im lang mot luc.

“Minh ciing nghi thé,” Suze n6i day hoai nghi.

“Voi lai du sao thi the tin dung dimg dé lam gj co chir?”

“Oi Bex...” Suze tho' dai. “Thuc ra, chuyén do that budn cudi - d6 chinh 1 diéu ma ¢6 gai & cuc thué mdi ndi ngdy hom qua.”

“CH gai ndo & cuc thué?” Toi nhan mét nhin vao guong va véi tay [y bt ké mét.

“CH gai mdi ghé qua sang nay,” Suze ndi mo hd. “C6 Ay c6 mdt céi bia kep hd so. C6 Ay hoi rét nhidu cau hoi vé minh, vé can hg, va hoi cau tra minh

bao nhiéu tién thué nha... ching minh d tan gau rat vui vé. Minh ké voi ¢d ay ve chuyén cau dang 6 My, va vé Luke... va vé ca cong viéc truyén hinh cuia
caunfra...”

“Tuyét that,” t6i ndi, khong thurc sy cham chii ing nghe. “Chuyén d6 nghe ¢6 vé hay déy. Nghe ndy, Suze, minh chic phai chay ra ngoai roi. Nhung
thye sy cau dung lo Iang nhé. Néu ai khic con goi cho minh thi cdu chi viéc khong tra 161 dién thoai. Puoc chir?”’

“Um... duoc,” Suze noi. “Vay chiic ciu ngy mai may miin nhé!”
Yy y y
“Camon cau!” t6i noi va dap dién thoai. Ha-ha-ha! Bén Barneys thoi!

Barneys. Toi dai loai phai dé danh noi nay dén cudi cing ddy, giéng nhur mot thanh sdcdla diic biét vAy. Lic ndy ddy khi di vao qua canh cira xoay miu
den doc ddo va bude chdm cham trén san nha duoc kham sang méau rdi nhin tt ¢4 nhiing con ngwoi xinh dep kia dang sdm soi nhitng gié trung bay tran
ngip cac mon trang stre thire thoi.. tdi cam thiy minh nhur ¢ bé Goldilocks trong truyén Goldilocks va ba chi gau dang tim dugc chiée ghé phi hop.
Tiéng nhac inh tai va bau khong khi tht tuyét, trong moi nguoi dudng nhu dang rét vui ve...

Toi nén na mot It bén gid hang bay ban vong ¢ pha 16 tuyét dep mau xanh nurée bién. Nhin t6i s& giong nhur mot ning tién ca néu deo cai vong nay. Toi
ban khoin khong biét né bao nhiéu tién. Toi vira m6i sam soi nhin méc gi4 thi mot cd ban hang tién dén gan chd t6i - va t6i giat ban minh. Toi khong &
day dé mua vong cd. T6i dén dé mua thir t6i can.

Cam thy tu hdo, t6i ép minh ra khoi gian hang d6. Quay lai voi cong viée ndo. T6i nghién ciru & gidy huéng dan vé ctra hiéu rdi di cau thang cudn Ién
ting cao nhit ctia trung tim mua sdmy, nhin lwdt qua nhitng cai bé ca, miy cai 1bng véi nhitg chi chim sic s& sic mau.. va moi noi toi nhin déu 1 nhitng
bo quﬁn ao dep tuyét trin.



Oi Cha o, quan 4o. Ching I nhitng bd quan 40 dep nhat m t6i timg théy! Chd ndo t6i nhin ciing thiy cac dang 40 quan, méu sic va mau i ma 6
chi muén vd Ay ma cham vao, ma vudt ve. Nhung t6i khong thé danh ca ngay chi dé kinh ngac ngim nghia nhimg bo @b len dan tay va cac doi dép két
cuom. Toi phai tap trung vao muc tiéu. Mot b trang phuc cho ngay mai, khdng gi nita.

Pung thé. Vay chinh x4c 1 t6i mubn cai gi? Co 1§ 1 mbt cai 4o khodc, nhur thé nhin t6i s& rit uy quyén - nhung nd phai la mdt cai 4o khodc that phit hop.
Khong qué hop, khong qua clmg nhéc... chi cAn nhitng dudng nét gon ging va dep d&. Va ¢6 18 mt cai chin vay. Hodc i chi cdn nhin nhitng c4i quan
kia xem. Nhin ching méi that ky diéu im sao, néu nhur t6i c6 mdt doi giay phit hop...

Toi cham réi lang thang timg ting mot, ¢b ging lwu nhimg thir cin nhé vao dau. Roi cudi cing khi chéc chiin ring minh khong bo qua thir do gi ca, toi
bt dau thu thip lai nhitng do c6 thé chon hra. Mot cai 4o khoac hiéu Calvin Klein... va mot cai chan vay...

“Xin 1612

M6t giong n6i cit ngang suy nghi ctia t6i khi t6i voi tay [y ci 4o sat nach, t6i ngac nhién quay lai. Mot phu nit méc vest den dang mim cudi véi toi.

“C6 c6 mudn gitip gi bay gidr khong?”

“Um.. 6i, cam on!” t6i ndi. “Liéu c6 c6 thé cAm méy cai ndy gitip t6i khong,..” Toi dua cho ¢d dy dong quan 4o vira chon dugc, va ¢ Ay thoang curdi.
“Khi t6i n6i gitp dd ... hom nay ching t6i tién hanh mdt chién dich quang céo dic biét vé dich vu tu van mua sam cé nhan. Ching ti mong mudn duge
gi6i thiéu dich vu nay dén dong déo khan gid. Vi vay rat mong quy khach cé thé danh thoi gian ling nghe phan gidi thiéu, van con kha nhicu ndi dung

~ 90

nita.
“Puoe 101, t6i hao himg n6i. “Chinh xac 1a gi...”

“Nhirng nha tu van mua sim dugce dio tao va gidu kinh nghiém ctia ching t6i c6 thé giip quy khéach tim dwoc chinh xac thir mi quy khach dang tim
kiém,” ngudi phu ni vui vé ndi. “Ho ¢6 thé gitip quy khach tim durgc phong cch ciia riéng minh, chi tap trung vao nhing AU i phu hop i quy
khéch, va gitip quy khach virot qua duge mé cung thoi trang,” C6 khd cudi, va t6i ¢ cam gide nhur hom nay ¢6 da dién bai nay méy lan roi.

“Toi hiéu,” t6i suy tur ni. “Van dé ... t6i khong chiic minh thure sy cin ngudi chi dan. Thé nén camon c6 rat nhidu nhung..”

“Dich vu niy rt tuyét héo,” ngudi phy nit ndi. “Hom nay ching t6i con phuc vu ¢4 tra, ca phé hay sdm panh nira.”

Sam panh sa0? Sam panh mién phi sao?

“Oil” t61 n6i. “Um, thire ra... c4i d6 nghe ciing c6 vé thi vi ddy. Thoi, dugc rdil”

Khi theo ¢6 1én tang ba, t6i cting nghil nhirng nguoi tu van mua sim ndy dugc dio tao chic hin phai biét nhiéu thir im - va ho c6 thé ¢6 con mit nhin
hoan toan khac. Ho s€ cé thé chi cho t6i mdt phan trong con nguoi ti ma trude kia t6i chura tirng nhén ra!

Ching t6i ding lai & mdt cin phong thir d6 16n, ngudi phy nir mim cudi dét t6i vao.

“Chuyén gia tur van ctia quy khach ngiy hémnay s& 1a Erin,” ¢6 n61. “Erin moi chi m6i gia nhdp voi ching t6i gan day vi thé thinh thoang c6 4y co thé
nhan duoc sy chi dan ciia chuyén vién tur vin cao cp ciia Barneys. Nhur thé ¢6 duroc khong a?”
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“Khdng sao ca!” t6i noi, va cdi bo o khoac.
“Quy khéch mudn udng tra, ca phé hay sdm panh a?”
“Sam panh,” t6i nhanh chong dap lai. “Camon c6.”

“T6t 161, c6 Ay n6i va mim cudi. “A, day 1 Erin.”

Toi himg thit nging lén thiy mdt c6 géi cao gy dang di vao phong thay d. C6 c6 mi toc théing vang hoe va mdt céi migng nho, nhin dai loai nhur bi ép.
Thyre ra ca khudn miét c6 nhin nhur the ¢6 vira bi kep gitta hai canh cira thang may va chura hoan toan hoi phyc.

“Xin chao,” ¢6 ay ndi, va toi say sua nhin mi¢ng ¢ khi co ay cuoi. “Toi 1a Erin - t6i s€ gitip chi chon dugc b quén do phut hop nhat voi nhitng yéu cau
cua chi.”

“Tuyét!” t6i n6i. “Toi khong thé chér doi hon duge nita.”
Toi ban khoan khong biét im thé ndo c6 Erin nay c6 duoc cong viée ¢ ddy. Chic hin khong phai vi gu chon gidy ciia ¢o dy
“Vay...” Erin nhin t6i trim nggm  “Hom nay chi dinh tim d6 gi a?”

“Ngay mai t6i ¢6 buoi thir hinh, ” t0i gii thich. “Toi mudn trong dai loai ... trang nhéi va ¢4 tinh, nhung lai gin giii nira. C6 & voi mot chit thong minh tinh
nghich phang phat dau d6.”



“Thong minh tinh nghich,” Erin nhéc lai rdi viét nguéch ngoac vao gidy. “Duoc rdi a. Va chi dang nghi s& chon.... mdt b vest? Hay mot cai 4o khoac?”

“Vang,” t0i ndi, gii thich chinh xéc thtr minh dang tim kiém. Erin Eing nghe chiim chu, v t6i nhéin thy mot phy i t6c den nhanh deo kinh gong ddi mbi
thinh thodng dén bén clra ra vao phong thir 6 cua ching t6i cling ling nghe.

“T6i hiéu i, Erin n6i sau khi toi n6i xong. “Um, chéic hin chi ciing d3 c6 mdt vai y tudng rdi.. Rang co kh& dép vao nhau mit lic. “T6i dang nghi...
chiing t6i c6 mdt chiée a0 khoac rét dep hoi 6m ngudi ctia Moschino, voi nhitng bong hoa hong & cb..

“0, 61 biét cai do!” t6i vui vé néi. “Toi ciing dang nghi dén cai do day!”
“Két hop voi... mdt chiéc chan vy moi trong bo suu tp ciia Barneys...”

“Cai mau den ding khong?”” t6i ni. “Véi nhing cai khuy ¢ déy ding khong? Bing 101, ti ciing da nghi dén cai do, nhung né hoi ngfin. Toi dang nghi
deén mot chiéc chan vy dén dau goi. Co biet day, voi dai ruy bang ¢ vién...”

“Rdi chiing ta s& biét ngay thoi,” Erin ndi va mim cudi vui vé. “Hay dé t6i bay vai bd ra cho chi xem, rdi ching ta ¢6 thé ngim nhin.”

Khi ¢6 4y di Jy quéan 4o, ti ngdi xubng nham nhi ly sam panh. Thre sy, viéc ndy khong t&. Y t6i I, n6 miét it strc hon I tw minh chay quanh cai cira
hang nay. T6i c6 thé nghe 1om dugc ciu chuyén to nhé & budng thir quan 4o bén canh - va bong nhién mdt giong phu nit cat lén dau kho, “Téi chi muon
day cho thang khon d6 mét tran. Toi chi mudn day cho han mdt bai hoc!”

“Chiing ta s& lam vdy, Marcia a,” mdt giong n6i binh finh an tii dap lai, theo t6i i giong ctia nguoi phu nir deo kinh gong ddi mdi, “Ching ta s& lm vay.
Nhung khong phai trong cai quan mau do hoa anh dao kia.”

“Pugc rdi!” Erin quay trds lai phong thir do, ddy mdt ci ké toan quin 4o vao. Toi dao mét nhin ching thit nhanh, va nhén ra vai thir t6i da tur chon cho
minh. Nhung cai chin vay dén dau goi thi sao? Con ca bg 4o vest va chiéc quan mau ca tim voi cai dai bang da tuyét dep nita chir?

“Vang, day la cai 4o khoac dé chi thir... va cai chan vay...”

Toi nhén d tir tay ¢0 ta, va nhin céi chén véy day hoai nghi. Toi da biét k no qua ngiin m. Nhung thoi, ¢6 ta | mdt chuyén gia, t6i doén thé... Toi
nhanh chong thir cai chan vay va 4o khodc 16i di toi dig trudc guong, ngay canh Erin.

“Cai 4o khoac dep tuyét!” t6i ndi. “Va n6 wvira ngudi toi nhur in. Toi thich duong may nay.”
Toi thure su khong mudn n6i gi vé cai chan vay. Y i 1, 16i khong mudn am t6n throng c6 ta nhung nhin né that kinh khing

“Bay gio, hay thir xemndo,” Erin n6i. C6 dimg ngeo dau sang mdt bén va nheo mit nhin t6i trong grong, “Cubi cing thi toi nghil cai chan vay dai dén
dAu gdi van dep hon.”

“Gidng nhur cai t6i n6i voi co day!” t6i nhe nhdm noi. “Né & ting bay, bén canh gian hang...”

“C6 16 thé,” ¢6 ta n6i va mim cudi. “nhung t6i dang nghi dén mdt vai cai vay khac...”

“Hay I c4i vay ciia Dolce & Gabbana & ting ba,” t6i n6i thém. “Liic ndy toi nhin thiy n6. Hay cai ctia DKNY.”

“DKNY sao?” Erin n6i va nhiu may. “To6i khong nghi vay...”

“Ngudi ban hang ¢ d6 da ndi véi t6i ching 1 méu moi nhat mé. Rét dep. C6 nén di xem di!” Toi quay lai quan sat thét k§ bo trang phuc ctia ¢6 y. “Co
bict khong? Céi vy DKNY mau hoa ca dy s& rat hop voi céi do cao ¢6 mi ¢ dang mic day. Va 6 c6 thé ket hop ching v6i d6i bot cao got moi cua
hing Stephane Kelian. C6 biét ching chir?”

“T6i biét may c4i d6,” Erin néi chic chén. “Doi bing da c4 sdu va da Ion.” Téi nhin ¢6 ta ngac nhién.

“Khong, khong phai doi do. Dm mdi ra co. V6i nhitng dudng khau ra t6i phia sau. Ching dep tuyét trdn! Thure sy ching nhin s& that tuyét voi voi mot
cai chin vay ngang du gbi...

“Camon chi!” Erin cao giong cét ngang. “Toi s& ghi nhd cai do.”

Thanh thure ma néi, t6i chi mudn mach mude cho ¢6 ta vai chiéu. Ban s& nghif ¢6 ta rat vui khi t6i quan tim dén cira hang ctia c6 ta dén vay!

Mic du vat, toi phai thi nhdn, ¢6 ta duong nhu chfmg thong thao cho Bm

“Chao ¢6!” mdt giong n6i vong tir phia cira, ngudi phu nit deo kinh gong d6i mdi dang ti vao cira, nhin t6i dy quan tim “Moi viéc van on ca chi?”
“Tuyét voi, cam on!” t6i noi, va curdi vui vé voi co ta.

“Vdy,” nguoi phu nir ndi va nhin Erin. “C6 s& niic thir cai chan vay ngang dau gbi cho khach hang ctia ching ta. Puoc chi?”



“Véng,” Erin ndi, mim cudi hoi mién cudng, “Toi s& di Ay n6 ngay.”

Khi ¢6 4y di khoi, t6i khong thé cudng lai viée déo qua déo lai ch quan 4o, chi dé xem co &y d mang ra nhing gi nita. Ngudi phu ni deo kinh nhin t0i
mot e, 101 di vao dua tay ra bat.

“Christina Rowan,” ¢6 n6i. “Toi phu trach dich vu tur vin mua sim c4 nhan.”

“Vang, xin chao!” t6i ndi, va ngim nhin c4i 40 so' mi mau xanh nhat ctia héing Jill Stuart. “Téi a Becky Bloomwood.”

“C6 dén tir nude Anh, t6i doan thé, nhd giong n6i ctia ¢6?”

“London, nhung t6i sdp chuyén dén New York!”

“Thét sa0?” Christina Rowan mim cui than thién véi toi. “Hay noi cho t6i biét, ¢ lim gi Becky? C6 phai ¢ lim trong inh virc thoi trang khong?”
“O khong. Toi lam vé tai chinh.”

“Tai chinh sao! That vay sao!” C6 nhudn may.

“T6i tur van tai chinh trén truyén hinh. Chi biét ddy, v& rong huru va cac van d& khéc...” Toi v6i tay cim Ién mot chiée quin cashmere mém mai. “Chiing
dep qua ding khdng? Pep hon nhicu so voi chice ctia Ralph Lauren. Ma con ré hon nita chir.”

“Chiing that tuyét ding khong?” C6 4y nhin t6i ban khoan khé hiéu. “Um, rét vui khi c6 mdt vi khach nhiét tinh nhur ¢6.” C6 4y cho tay vao tiii 4o khodc
101 161 ra mt tam danh thiep. “Hay dén ctra hang chiing t6i khi c6 quay lai day nhé.”

“Chac chan r6i!” t61 vui vé ndi vdi ¢ ay. “Cam on chi rat nhi¢u!”

Khi 61 r0i ctra hang Barneys thi cling ]iiNbén gio c}liéu Toi goi taxi quay trd lai khéch san Bén M. Khi déy cira vao phong va ngim nhin minh trong
chiéc grrong ling I trén ban phan, t6i van con phan khich ky la, gan nhur bi qua khich vi nhitng viéc t6i da lam. Nhig thir t6i d& mua.

Toi biét minh chi dinh ra ngoai mua mdt b quan 4o dé di thi hinh. Nhung cudi clng tdi lai mua... Um, t6i doén 1 minh vira ho... hoi qué da. VAy k cai
danh sach mua sam cua to1 nhur sau:

1. Ao khodc Moschino

2. Chan vay Barneys dén dau gbi

3. D6 16t ctia Calvin Klein

4. Mot doi quan tat m6i

Va...

5. Mot céi vay da hoi ciia Vera Wang

Chi ... trurde khi ban kip ni gi d6, t6i biét minh vn khong dinh mua cai vay da hoi ndy. Téi biét réng khi Erin n6i, “Chi ¢6 quan tim dén db da hoi
khong?”, t6i chi can ndi khdng.

Nhung 6i Chtia oi. Oi Chtia 0. Cai véty Vera Wang d6. Mau tim sam, v6i dudng khoét thip phia sau lung va nhitng cai day lp tanh. Nhin n6 ding |
hoan hao danh cho mt ngdi sao dién anh. Moi nguroi s€ xum lai nhin khi tdi méc nd, roi khi t6i kéo tam man san khau lai phia sau, ho s€ tram tro kinh
ngac.

Chi chiim chi nhin chinh minh ciing du khién ti nhu b thoi mién. Mé mét boi vé ngoai ctia toi by gid, boi hinh anh na t6i ¢6 thé c6. Khong con ban cai
gi niva. Toi phai ¢ nd. Toi phai ¢6. Va khi ky the tin dung... t6i khong con I minh nita. Toi la Grace Kelly. Toi la Gwynech Paltrow. Toi la mot ngbi sao
toa sang ndo d6, than nhién ky vai ngin d6 ma vin mim cudi vang v6i nhan vién ban hang, ctr nhur thé cai mén hang d6 ching 1 gi ca.

Hang ngan do6 la.

Miic du vay, d6i véi nha thiét ké nhu Vera Wang, cai gia d6 thuc sy ...

Um, no thuc sy rat...

Toi cam thiy hoi choang Toi thdm chi khong m}6n nghi né t6n bao nhiéu tién nira. Vé,n deé 1a, 61 co thé méc n6 nhjéq nam lién. Ping thé! Nhiéu ndm va
nhicu nam nita. T6i can quan do hang hiéu khi sap trd thanh ng6i sao truyén hinh n6i tiéng. 'Y t6i 1, t6i s& tham dur nhi€u swr kién quan trong ma i thi
khong thé dén d6 trong b d6 clia M&S, diing khong nao? Chinh xac Ia vay!

Han mirc tin dung mdi ctia t6i 1 10.000 bang, D 1 vén dé cdt 161 Y 6i 13, ho s& khong dura tién cho t6i tiéu néu khong nghi toi c6 thé tra duoc.



Bdng nhién t6i nghe thiy tiéng dong ngoai ctra, va nhanh chong tinh lai. TIm dép thinh thich, t6i buoc dén ti quin 4o dé tng tat ca chd do moi sém vao,
mo cira ra, nhét voi cai ti Barneys vao trong - r6i dong ctra va quay lai mim ctroi wira khi Luke bude vao va dang néi chuyén dién thoai.

“Tat nhién 14 t0i vin dang kiém soat dugc tinh hinh cho chét nity,” anh gidn di tuon vao dién thoai. “Khon nan, bon ho nghi minh & ai co chir?” Anh
dung lai va im lang mot le. “T6i khong can bay vé London! Alicia c6 thé kiém soat duwoc moi viée. C6 dy noi hoan toan khong c6 van dé gi voi cong ty
bao hi€ém Provident c4, c6 ay da noi chuyén voi ho homnay va ho rat vui vé. Mot vai ké thoi mom. Chi Chua mdi biet 1a ai. Pugc, t6i biet 161, anh ndi
giong binh tinh hon. “Puoc, OK, ctr lam nhu vay di. Ngay mai gip anh nhé, Michael. Camon.”

Anh tit dién thoai, ¢4t di, rdi nhin t6i nhur thé quén mit t6i 1 ai. Nhung roi Iong may anh giéin ra, va anh mim cudi.

“Chao em!” anh n6i, tha cai cap tai lidu roi xudng ghé.

“Chao anh!” t6i vui vé ndi, di ra khoi canh ctra ti quan do. “Ngudixa la.”

“Anh biét,” Luke ndi, vd nhe vao nit mdt cach mét moi. “Anh xin 16i. Moi thir gan ddy... ndi thue 1 nhur mdt con dc mdng. Anh da nghe néi vé budi thir
hinh ctia em. Tin tuyét voi.”

Anh di dén quiy bar mini, r6t mdt ly scotch roi diit n6 xudng. Va lai rét mot ly khac cho minh, ubng lién mdt top khiép t6i nhin anh day lo Fing, T6i nhan
thay miit anh tai di va cang thing, duéi hai mit xuat hién mdt quang thim

'Moi viéc... van on ca chir?”’ toi li nhi hoi.

“Moi viéc van dang tién trién,” anh dap. “Do 1 tit ca nhiing gi anh c6 thé n6i.” Anh di vé phia cira s, dam dam nhin ra nhitng toa nha choc trdi p lanh
6 Manhattan con t61 mim moi day lo ling,

“Luke nay... khong ai khic c6 thé dén nhitng cude hop nay u? Khong ai khéc c6 thé bay di dau d6 va chiu cai ganh niing cong viée nay u? Nhur... Alicia
chang han?”
To6i gan nhur sép chét khi nhiic dén tén c6 ta nhung t6i dang thire s lo Eing. Dit sao thi Luke Fc dAu, 1ong t6i ciing nhe nhdm hon mot cht.

“Anh khong thé dura t6i mot ai 46 moi vao lc nay. Anh da ging cur duoc dén lic ndy; anh s& phai tlep tuc dm it voi no. Anh chi khong thé hiéu dugc
tai sao bon ho lai qua nguyén tic nhu vay. Anh 1 khong hiéu tai sao ho lai qud... > Anh ngdi xubng ghé tira va udng mot ngum ruou. <Y anh B, Chia oi, ho
hoi anh nhiéu kinh khing. Anh biét nguoi My rat k§ cang nhung...” Anh laq dau chan nan. “Ho phai biét moi th. V& moi khach hang, moi khéch hing
tiém néng, moi nguoi timng lam cho cong ty dy, moi cai bién ban ghi nhé chét tiét ma anh timg giri.. C6 bat ky kha nang kién tung nao khong? Ai la nguoi
lam & ban I€ tan vao nam 1993? Anh di xe 6 t6 gi? Anh ding loai kem danh réng... chét tiét gi? Va bay gio, voi nhitng tin don nhur thé nay... ho lai bat
dau lyc tung moi thir 1én Ian nita.”

Anh dimg lai va ubng can ly ruou, t6i dau du nhin anh, bt Iyc.
“Nghe no6i thi ho tht khing khiép!” t01 nd1, va mOt anh cudi lo€ 1én trén khuon mit Luke.

“Ho khong kinh khing, Ho chi i nhirg nha dau tur bao thi va 16i thoi - ¢6 céi gi 46 dang Bmho lo sg. Anh khong biét i céi gi.”” Anh git Ién. “Anh chi
can 1am cho ho binh tAm lai.”

Giong anh hoi run run va khi liéc nhin t6i thiy tay anh dang ném chét ly. That sy t6i chua ting thiy Luke nhur thé niy bao giov. Thurong thi trong anh bao
gioy ciing binh finh, va thur théi...

“Luke ndy, em nghi t4i nay anh nén nghi ngoi. Toi nay anh khong phéi hop, diing khong?”

“Khong,” Luke n6i, nging Ién. “Nhung anh phai xem lai mit s6 viée can chuan bi trude. Mot cude hop quan trong vao ngay mai, véi tit ca céc nha dau
tu. Anh can chuan bi k§.”

““Anh chuan bj k rdil” t6i dép. “Viéc anh can am ic nity & nghi ngoi. Néu anh Bim viéc ca démnay, anh s& chi mét moi, céng théng va d& ndi cau.” Toi
lai gan anh, Ky céi ly khoi tay anh, va bat dau mat xa lung anh. “Thi nao Luke. Anh thuc sy can phai nghi ngoi t0i nay. Em cuoc la Michael ciing dong y
nhu thé. Ping khong?”’

“Anh 4y Iic ndo ciing bao anh phéi vui vé én,” Luke thi nhan sau mot hdi im Bing,

“Diing thé, vay thi hﬁy wui vé Ién! Thoi ndo, mot vai gio vui vé s& khéqg co hal cho bit ky ai ca. Ching ta hily an mic t})at dep, di t6i mot noi nao do that
dep, nhay nhét, va uong cocktail...” T6i nhe nhang hon Ién phid sau c6 anh. “Y em 13, dén New York 1am céi quai gi néu nhu khdng tan hudng n6 cha?”

Im king - trong gidy phit kinh khing ndo d6 t6i nghi Luke sdp n6i anh khong c6 thdi gian. Nhung rdi dot nhién, anh quay lai - va on Chia, t6i thiy mot
nu cudi thoang qua trén mdi anh.

“Emnéi ding,” anh néi. “Théi ndo. hdy m nhu thé di”

Rt cude d6 Tai a mdt budi tdi huyén diéu nhat, tuyét voi nhit va hao nhoang nhét trong doi toi. Toi méc chiée vay Vera Wang con Luke ntic bd com 1€



dep nhét ctia anh, 10i ching t6i dén mdt nha hang sang trong durgc bay bién nhur mdt du thuyen Art Deco, noi day nhitng con ngudi xinh dep dang an
tom htlm‘ va mot ban nhac jazz ¢6 dién dang choi, cir nhu trong phim vdy. Luke goi ruou Bellini, roi chiing t6i nAng coc, khi thoai mai, anh ké cho t6i
nghe nhi¢u hon vé chuyén lam @n. Thire ra anh dang bat dau tin tirdng t61 hon nhi€u so vai trude day.

“C4i thanh ph ndy,” anh n6i va Fic dau. “Dung B mdt noi doi hoi cao. Cir nhr... truot xudng vach d4 dung dimg vay. Néu minh chi méc mot 16i 1 tiéu
doi. Minh s& truot ngd.”

“Nhung néu minh khong mic 16i ndo thi sao?”
“Minh s thing,” Luke n6i. “Minh s& toan thing,”
“Anh s& théng,” t6i tur tin noi. “Ngiy mai anh s& toan thing

“Va em s& lam bon ho phai thét 1én kinh ngac & budi thir hinh ngdy mai,” Luke néi, khi 4y mot ngudi bdi ban mang mon in dau tién dén bén ban ching
t61 - day Ia cach bay hai san tuyét voi nhat, d6 an dugce bay trén nhitng cai dia sau canh. Anh ta rét ruou, va Luke ning ly Ién cung véi toi.

“Chuic mimng em, Becky. Em sép thanh cong lon.”

“Khong, anh mdi i ngudi sap thinh cong I6n,” t6i dép, cam thiy niém vui lan toa khip ngudi.

“Ca hai chung ta s& thanh cong lon!”

C6 18 do ruou Bellini m cho dau dc toi nhur thé - nhimg bdng nhién t6i cam thay hét nhur lic & cira hang Barneys. Toi khong con i Becky cii k¥ nita -
t01 la mot ai d6 méi meé va tod sang, T6i Ién liec nhin minh trong chiec guong gan d6, cam thay niém vui rao ruc. Y 61 3, hily clr nhin t6i di! That dinh
dac va chai chudt, trong mit nha hang & New York, miic chiéc vay ngan d6, voi anh ban trai tuyét voi va thanh dat - va s€ di thir hinh vao ngay mai voi
mot dai truyén hinh ctia My!

T6i cam thy hoan toan d&m chim trong hanh phuc. Céi thé gidi xa hoa va hao nhodng ny 1 noi toi da ludn hudng t6i. Nhitng chibc xe hoi Ion sang trong
va nhirg b6 hoa; 16ng may duoc tia t6t va nhitng bo quan 4o dyoc thiét ké riéng & Barney; mot c4i vi chat day danh thiép ctia nhiing 6ng chi truyen
hinh. Py i dong loai ciia t6i, dy 1 noi t6i thude vé. Cude sdng xura cii ctia toi dudng nhur cach xa déy hang triéu, hang triéu dam, chi nhu mot chim
nho 1i ti & chén trdi. BS, me, va Suze... cin phong bira bon ciia t6i & Fulham... xem EastEnders va in pizza.. Y t6i 1, hay d6i nit voi né di. Nhimg céi
d6 chua bao gio 1a chinh t6i cé, ding khdng nhi?

Cudi clng ching t0i cling ra ngoi vai tiéng dong ho lien. Ching toi nhiy theo ban nhac jazz, &n mon kem trdi cdy tréng miéng ngon tuyét va n6i chuyén
v moi thtr trén doi trir cong \fiéc. Luke yéu cau ban nhac choi bai The§e Foolish Things ma t6i chét mé chét mét - roi hat theo khi chfmg t61 nhdy (sai
nhac kinh khing nhung t6i chang néi gi cd). Trd lai khach san, ca hai déu cudi vang, bude hoi ldo ddo, va ban ray Luke dang khéo 1o 1an vao trong vay
cua toi.

“Thura ¢6 Bloomwood?” nguo6i gac ctra ndi khi chung to1 di qua ban 18 tn. “C6 mdt tin nhin giri dén cho ¢6, nhiic ¢b hiy goi cho Susan Cleath-Stuart, &
London. Bt cir khi ndo c6 quay vé. RS rang 14 n6 rat khan cép.”

“Chtia 0i,” t6i n6i, d4o miit nhin quanh. “C6 4y chéc goi dé giang giai cho t6i vé viéc t6i da tiéu bao nhiéu tién vao chiéc vay moi ddy. 'Bao nhiéu? Oi
Bex, & ra cdu khong nén...”

“Qua 1 mdt chiéc vay dep tuyét,” Luke n6i, dua tay lén xudng vudt ve. “Duin c¢6 dep dén ¢ ndo thi em ciing nén dé ho mot chit & déy... va mdt
chut...”

“C6 c6 mudn ghi lai s6 dién thoai d6 khong a?”” ngudi gic cira ndi, dira ra mdt miu gidy.

“Khong, cam on,” t6i n6i, xua xua tay. “Mai toi s& goi cho ¢6 4y.”

“Va lam on,” Luke ndi thém, “hay chan tt ca cac cude 20i dén phong ctia ching t6i, cho dén khi toi bdo lai.”
“Puoc 1di a,” ngudi gac cira dép va nhay mit. “Chiic ong ngii ngon. Chiic quy ¢ ngi ngon.”

Ching t6i di 1én bang thang mdy, Hﬂrncuéipgéngﬁnvéinhautrong guong - va khi vao dén phong, t6i nhan ra ring minh thirc s say tuy huy. Diéu an i
duy nhat ctia t6i 1a Luke nhin ciing say bé bét.

“P6 a,” t6i n6i khi canh cira phong khép lai sau lung, “% dém tuyét voi nhit trong cude doi em. Trén ca tuyét voi.”

“N6 van chua két thic m,” Luke noi, tién lai gin t0i voi dnh mit day an . “Anh cam thiy can phai thuéng cho em vi nhimg 10 nhén xét sdu sac nhat
cta em, thura ¢6 Bloomwood. Emda ding. Chi lam viée va khong nghi ngoi...” Anh bat dau nhe nhang kéo cai dy vay Vera Wang cta t6i xudng khoi
vai. “Hay yéu nhau di em...” anh thi thdm vao da thit t6i. “Mdt lan rat...”

RO ching 61 bdng nhién d6 nhio xudng giurdng, mbi anh dat Ién mbi t61, dau oc t6i quay cudng v ruou va ;ﬂém phén khich. Khi anh ¢6i 40 so mi ra, ti
chot thay minh trong grrong. T6i nhin vao cai vé me dam va hanh phtic ctia chinh minh trong gidy lat, nghe thiy mdt giong noi cat lén tir bén trong: hay
nhé mai phit gidy nay. Hay nhé méi phit gidy nay, Becky, boi vi ngay lic nay day, cudc song that hoan hao.



Phan con lai 14 cam gide mo ho vi say ruou, ling lang hanh phic, 1di chim vao quén ling. Piéu cudi cling t6i c6 thé nhé 1 Luke hon vao mi mit toi chic
ngii ngon va rang anh yéu t6i. D6 1 diéu cubi cling

Va rdi, nhu mdt vu ddm xe, chuyén d6 xay ra.
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HO CO DUNG NHU VE BE NGOAI?

CHUYEN GIA TAI CHINH THUC CHAT CHI LA MOT MO LON XON VE TAI CHINH!

(Cb ta ngdi trén chiéc ghé sofa trong chwong trinh Morning Coffee, dua ra 101 khuyén cho hang triéu khén gia vé cic van dé lién quan dén tai chinh.
Nhung chi to The Daily World mdi c6 thé Jit ty ring chinh con nguoi dao dirc gia Becky Bloomwood cling dang trong con khing hoang tai chinh.
Becky, nguoi luén ndi cau cira miéng “Hay chamlo dén tién cia ban - va tién ctia ban s& cham lo cho  ban,” dang bi truy dudi vi nhitng khoan ng wéc
tinh hang ngan bang, va chinh gidm ddc ngan hang noi ¢ ta vay tién da “dan méc” cho co ta 1 “mdt ndi 6 nhuc.”

Lénh triéu tAp cua toa an

Héng quin 4o La Rosa vira moi phat don kién ke pha san Becky, trong khi nguoi ban cing nha Susan Cleath-Stuart (anh bén phai) da thira nhin rang
Becky thuong xuyén ng tién nha. Trong khi d6, Becky v trach nhi¢m lai ching hé xau hd di du hi bang chuyén co phan lyc sang New York véi anh ban
trai doanh nhén Luke Brandon (anh phia dudi, bén phai). “Becky hién nhién chi loi dung Luke vi tién,” mdt ngudn tin bén trong tip doan Brandon )
Communications cho biét. Trong khi d6 c6 Cleath-Stuart lai thira nhan mudn Becky bién di. “Toi s& cd mdt khong gian rong rdi hon dé lim viée,” c6 dy
noi. “Co I€ 61 s€ phai thué mdt van phong.”

K¢é nghién tiéu xai

O khach san Bén Mia xa i, 0 g4i v0 16i 26 tudi tiét 1 khong hé biét chd minh dang & t6n kém thé nio. Phéng vién ctia ching t6i da quan st thiy ¢6 ta
phung phi hon 100 bang chi d& mua vai cai buu thiép, ri tiép tuc vung tay qua tran hon nira khi mua nhiing b quan 4o xa xi va nhiing mon qua tri gia
tong cong 1.000 bang chi trong vai gio> dong ho.

Séc

Nhitng khan gia ctia chuong trinh Morning Coffee da phan nd khi phat hién ra sy t})at vé chuyén gia tai chinh ty xung kia. “Toi hoan toan chodng vang,”
Irene Watson ¢ Sevenoaks binh ludn. “T6i da goi dién cho Becky vai tun trude dé tim 101 khuyén vé nhirng thoa thuén ngén hang. Gior thi tdi wéc chua
bao gio ling nghe mot 01 nao cta ¢4 ta, va chac chin t6i s& phai hoi thém ¥ kién ciia nhiéu ngudi khéc nira.” Ba me ctia hai dira con ndi thém. “Toi da
sdc va cam thiy khinh bi khi nhitng nha san xuét ctia chirong trinh Morning Coffee.

Ban dang doc truyén Tin Do Shopping Oanh Tac Manhattan dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chuong 12

LUC PAU, t6i khong thiy diéu gi bat 6n ca. Toi tinh ddy, thuc su lo mo - va thdy Luke mang cho t6i mot coc tra.
“Sao em khong kiém tra cac tin nhén nhi?”” anh néi, hon toi, rdi di vao nha tim. Sau khi udng vai ngum tra, t6i cim dng nghe dién thoai 1én va 4n nit sao.
“Ban ¢6 hai muroi ba tin nhéin,” giong ndi ctia c4i dién thoai vang 1én, va t6i nhin n6 kinh ngac. Hai muroi ba?

C6 I& déu Ia tin nhéin mdi im viée! 1 ¥ nghil ban dau ciia t6i. C6 1& ai d6 goi tir Hollywood! Thét sur phén chén, t6i 4n nit dé nghe tin nhédn dau tién.
Nhung d6 khong phai tin nhan moi lam viéc - d6 la Suze - va giong c6 ay nghe thuc su suy sup.

“Bex nay, hiy goi ngay cho minh. Ngay khi cau nhén durgc tin nhéin ny. Chuyén ndy... chuyén nay thye sur khan cap. Bye”

Giong ndi trong dién thoai hoi ti c6 mudn nghe nhimg tin nhén con lai khong - va mdt gidy ndo do, toi luong ly. Nhung nghe giong Suze ¢6 vé rét tham
t}ﬁét - t01 nhé ra, cam thay i 16, [a hdm qua c6 ay ciling goi. T6i quay sO dién thoai - that bat ngd, nd bat sang ché d6 tur tra 16i trén dién thoai ctia c6
ay.

“Hi! Minh day!” ti n6i ngay khi giong ndi thu am ctia Suze két thic. “Um, néu cau khong c6 nha minh hy vong dii 1 chuyén gi thi né ciing s& qua di...”


http://ebookfull.net

“Bex nay!” Giong Suze nhur pha thimg méng nhii ctia t6i. “Oi Chiia oi, Bex, cau di ¢ dau thé?”
“O ngoi,” t6i mo hd ndi. “Va rdi di ngi. Suze ndy, moi viée thé...”

“Bex ndy, minh chua bao gid ndi nhing ciu d6!”” ¢6 4y cat ngang, nghe rét dau kho. “CAu phai tin minh. Minh chua bao gio n6i diéu gi nhu thé. Ho da...
bé cong moi thir. Minh d n6i véi me cau, minh khong biét gi...”

“Me minh sa0?” t6i ban khoan hoi. “Suze ndy, tir tir d3. Cau dang ndi dén chuyén gi thé?”

Iming

“Oi Chiia 0i,” Suze ndi. “Bex nay, cau chua doc n6 sao?”

“Doc cai gi?”’ toi noi.

“To The Daily World,” Suze néi. “Minh... minh nghii cau c6 it ca cac t& béo clia Anh chir.”

“Bon minh ¢6,” t6i n6i, v nhe khuon it khd cong ctia minh. “Nhung ho van dé ¢ ngoai. C6... ¢6 cai gi vé minh sa0?”

“Khong,” Suze nhanh nhau néi. “Khong, y minh la.... ¢6 mt chuyén rét vt viinh. Nhung né khong dang dé doc dau. Minh thuc sy khéng budn xem
Thye ra... hily quang cai to The Daily World d6 di, minh s& lam thé. Chi viéc... cho nd vao thung rac, thim chi dirng md né ra.”

“C6 cai gl kinh khing Fim 4?”” t6i lo ing ndi. “Chan minh nhin nmp qua 42”

“Thyc sw khong ¢6 gi ma!”” Suze n6i. “Khong c6 gi! A thé cau.. da dén trung tim Rockefeller chura? Chidc phii tuyét kim déy! Hay i cira hi¢u ban i d6
choi cao cap FAO Schwarz? Hay la...”

“Suze, thoi ndo,” t6i cat ngang, “Minh s& di Ay n6 day. Minh s& goi lai cho cAu sau.”

“OK, nghe nay, Bex, chi can nh6 13, Suze voi va n6i. “Gan nhur khong ¢ ai thém doc c4i t& The Daily World d6 dau. Cau biét dy chiic chi khoang ba
ngudi. Pén mai né s& ching con 1 gi nira. Ai ciing biét td béo d6 chi luon dom dat...

“Ding thé,” t6i ndi, cb ghng gitt giong thoai mai. “Minh s& nhé 11 cau dan. Va dimg lo Eing Suze nhé! Nhung chuyén nham nhi ngu ngde d6 s& khong am
minh lo s¢g dau!”

Nhung khi dét dién thoai xu()ng, tay 61 hoi run run. Ho ndi cai quai gi vé 161 thé khong biét. T6i vO v ra cira, nht voi chdng bao 1én, va mang tit ca vao
girdng ngil. Toi ndm ngay lay t& The Daily World, luéng cudng mo ra doc. Timg trang timg trang mot... nhung khong c6 gi ca. Toi quay lai tir dau doc
qua cac trang k§ cang hon, roi nhin vao nhimng cdi tit dong khung nho nho - thire s thi ching c6 cai gi dé cap dén toi ca. Toi nga ngudi vao gbi, diéng ca
ngudi. Suze n6i vé cai quai gl vay? Tai sao ¢ Ay lai...

R t6i nhin vao giita hai trang bdo trai rong. Mot trang bi gap lai, troi trén giudng, chéic 1a bj roi ra ngoai khi t0i ndm Ky & bao. Thét cham réi, toi voi tay
lay to bdo. Toi md ra. Va ctt nhur the c6 ai d6 dam thup vao bung toi vay.

C6 mit birc anh ctia ti. D6 I birc anh t0i khong nhén ra duoc - khong duge dep d& im. Toi dang di b, & mdt céi pho ndo d6... Mot con phd & New
York, t6i bong nhén ra. Toi dang xach rat nhiéu tii 6 moi sam Cé mdt birc anh ctia Luke, trong mit khung tron. Va ca mot burc anh nho ctia Suze. Va
tit bao Ia...

T6i khong thé ndi véi ban n6 viét cai gl. Toi tham chi khong thé ndi ra duge. No... né that khing khiép.

D6 13 mdt bai bao khong 10, trai rong ca giira mit bao. Khi doc no, tim toi dap thinh thich; dau t6i vira nong vira lanh. That 1a kinh tom. N6 qua... c4
nhan. Méi doc mt mra ma t6i da khong thé chiu durgc nita. Toi gip to bao lai va nhin Ien, thd gap, cam thay nhu nudn 6i ra.

R4 d6t nhién, tay run rdy, t6i md n6 ra lin nita. Toi phéi doc xem chinh xéc ho ndi c4i gl. Toi phéi doc timg dong khing khiép va 6 nhuc d6.

Cudi cing ciiing doc xong, t6i ngdi do, tho gap, cb ging giit binh finh. Toi khong thé tin dugc chuyén ndy thye s dang dién ra. Chéc nd phai duoc in
dén hang triéu ban. Khong kip ngan lai nita roi. Toi chot nhan ra n6 da dugc tung ra ban méy gio ddng hd trude. Chéc bd me t6i doc nd rdi. Moi ngudi
61 biét chic cting da doc no. Toi bét luc roi.

Khi t6i ngdi d6, chudng dién thoai lai kéu ré én khién t6i gidt minh thon thot. Mot e sau, chudng lai reo, t6i nhin né chéim chéip so' hai. Toi khong the
cammay dugc. Toi khong thé n6i chuyén véi bat ky ai, ké ca Suze.

Chudng dién thoai reo Ién lan thir tir, Luke bude ra khoi budng tim, quén khéiin tim quanh bung va toc vubt ngugc ra dang sau.
“Em c6 dinh nghe khong dy?”” anh n6i nhim nhén, 16i chop Iy 6ng nghe. “Alo. Vang. Toi l Luke Brandon day.”
Toi cam thiy lo so dén cimg ngudi, va quan chit cai chin 1ong ngdng quanh nguoi.

“Pugc rdi,” Luke vin dang noi. “T6t roi. Hen gip lai anh lic d6 nhé.” Anh dat dién thoai mf)ng va viét nguéch ngoac cai gi d6 1én tap g]éy



“Ai vay anh?” t0i n6i, ¢b ging giit giong binh finh.
“Mot thur ky ctia cong ty JD Slade,” anh ndi, dat bit xubng, “Thay doi chd hen gip.”

Anh bét d4u thay qpﬁn do, va t0i khong noi gi ca. Tay t0i ndm chat ldy t& The Daily World. Toi mlén cho anh xem... nhung lai cting khong mubn m
vay. Toi khong muon anh doc duge nhitng dicu kinh khiing nay vé t6i. Nhung t6i cling khdng theé d€ anh bit qua mdt ngudi khac.

Toi khong thé ngdi day ma im Bing méi dwoc. Toi nhim mit lai - di hit mot hoi that sau va ndi, “Luke ndy, c6 mot bai vé em & trén béo.”
“Tét,” Luke sao nhang ndi, van thit ca vat. “Anh nghi [a em s& thu hit dugc du ludn ma. Bao nao thé em?”

“N6... n6 khong duoc tot Fim,” t6i néi, liém doi moi khd cong ctia minh. “N6 thue s rat khing khiép.”

Luke nhin t6i k§ hon rdi quan sat thai d6 cta toi.

“Oi, Becky,” anh n6i, “chic né khong t& dén thé chir. Thoi ndo, dua anh xem nio. N6 viét gi thé?” Anh dura tay ra nhung t6i bat dong,
“NO... 6 thue sy rat ti t8. Va c6 mdt céi anh to ding...”

“H6mno toc em rdi tung 42" Luke bong dua, va thod tay vao tii a0 khoac. “Becky ndy, khong c6 bai bao nao ding 100% sy that dau. Em s luon luén
tim thay cai gi @6 lam minh khé chiu, hoac 1a toc emhay 14 cai gi 6 nhu emnoi...”

“Luke!” t6i chan nan néi. “khong phai chuyén do. Anh hdy... xemdi.”
T6i tir tir m6 bai bao ra va dua nd cho Luke. Anh vui vé cim By né nhung khi iéc nhin, ny cudi ctia anh dan tit.

“Céi qudi gi thé ndy - PAy c6 phii |2 anh khong?”> Anh fiéc nhin t0i, va t6i nghen 101, khong dém noi bét ctr diéu gi. Roi anh doc qua cé trang béo, trong
khi t6i nhin theo day lo lang,

“Céi ndy c6 that khong?” Cudi cing anh ciiing Ién tiéng, “Cé diéu gi dung sur that khong?”

“Kh... khong!” t6i lip bap. “ft nhét... khong... khong phai tit ca. Mot vai chuyén...”

“Em dang no tién sao?”’

T6i nhin 4nh it anh, cam thiy it minh do hmg.

“Mt... mot chit. Nhung ¥ em 1, khong nhur ho n6i... Y em B, emkhong biét gi vé vu kién tung kia...”

“Chiéu thir Ba!”” Anh nhin vao t& béo. “On Chia. Em da dén bao tang Guggenheim ma. Tim vé vao ctra di, chung ta s& chimg minh i em ¢ d6, hiy
chirng minh cho ho...”

“Em.. thyre ra... Luke ndy...”” Anh nging lén va toi cam thay thue s so hai. “Em da khong dén bao tang Guggenheim. Em... em da di... mua sim”
“Emda di...” Anh nhin t6i chim chip r6i im king va bét dau doc lai.

Khi doc xong, anh ngéng Ién nhin t6i vo cam.

“Anh khong tin dwoc chuyén ndy,” anh n6i nho dén ndi toi gan nhur khong nghe thiy gi.

T6i cam nhéan thiy sur dit dan noi anh - va sang hom nay I lan dAu tién t6i cam thiy mrdc mét minh tran ngap khoé nit.

“Bm hiéy,” t6i run réy n6i. “Chuyén nay that kinh khing, Chéc hén bop ho da theo ddi em Chéc hin bon ho lu(}n bam theo em, quan sat em, didu tra
em...” T6i nhin anh chd' doi mdt phan Gmg, nhung anh chi nhin thang vé phia trurde. “Luke nay, anh khong c6 dicu gi muon néi sao? Anh c6 nhinra la...”

“Becky ndy, em c6 nhin ra khong?”” anh ct ngang, Anh quay vé phia t6i - va trurdc thai do cta anh, t6i cam thiy nhu méu don hét 1én mét. “Em c6 nhan
thiy chuyén nay t0i t& thé nao voi anh khong?”

“Em thure sur xin 161, t0i nghen ngo. “Em biét anh khong thich b lén bao...”

“Van dé khong phai & chd quéi quy do...” Anh c6 ngimg lai va n6i binh tinh hon, “Becky ndy, em c6 nhén ra viéc nay s& khién anh trong thé nao khong?
Ngay hdmnay va cac ngay khon nan sap toi nita?”

“Em... emkhong biét...” t6i thi thim.

“Mot tleng nita anh phai di hop dé thuyet phuc ngan hang dau tu New York bao thi va hep hoi d6 ring anh hoan toan c6 thé kiém soat duge moi viée
trong van dé kinh doanh va ca cudc séng c4 nhan ctia anh. Tét ca bon ho chic s& doc bai bao ndy. Anh s& thanh tro cuoil”



“Nhung tAt nhién anh 6 thé kiém soét duoc moi viee!” toi 1ap tirc n6i. “Luke nay, chic chin ho s& nhan ra... chic chin ho khong...”

“Nghe ny,” Luke néi, quay nguoi lai. “Emco biét laocalthanhpho nayngu’mtanghlglve anh khong? An tuong chung ctia bon ho vé anh ¢ déy 14 - vi
mot Iy do khong thé gidi thich dwoc - ho cho 1 anh dang mét din khéa ning kiém soét.”

“Mat kha néing kiém soat sa0?” toi so' hai hét Ién.

“Do la nhiing gi anh nghe thay.” Luke hit tho tht sdu va binh tinh. “Viéc anh lam subt miy ngdy qua la, me kiép, lam viée cat Iuc dé thuyét phuc nhitng
ngudi ndy ring an tuong ctia ho vé anh 1 sai. Va anh hoan toan lim chi duoc tinh hinh. Réng anh da lam du uén binh tAm lai. Va bay gio...” Anh dép
manh t& bao va t61 nhian mat lai.

“Co ... c6 Ie bon ho s€ khong xem bai bao d6.”

“Becky nay, bon ho xem moi thir,” Luke néi. “Do la nghé cuiaho. Bo 1a...”

Anh dimg lai khi tiéng chudng dién thoai vang Ién. Saumdt chit ngdp ngimg, anh nhic dién thoai lén.

“Chao Michael. A. Anh da doc rdi a? Pring thé, t6i biét. Khong ding lic gi ca. Puoc rdi. Gap anh ngay nhé.” Anh dit dién thoai xudng va véi tay iy
cap tai liéu ma khong nhin toi.

T6i cam thy 6n lanh va run Iy bay. T6i da m gi thé nay? Toi da pha hong moi thir. Nhitng cum tir trong bai bao d6 cir 1n von trong tAm trf toi, Bm toi
phat om. Becky v trach nhiém... Becky dao durc gid... Va ho ndi ding, Ho hoan toan diing,

Khi t6i ngéng Ién, Luke dang déng cap tai lidu, dap tach mbt cai.

“Anh phi di,” anh n6i. “/Anh s& gip em sau.” Ra dén cira, anh do dy va quay lai, bdng nhién nhin rét khé hiéu. “Nhung anh khong hiu. Néu khong dén
bao tang Guggenheim thi em lay dau ra quyén sach tang anh?”

“O cira hang ctia bao tang ” t6i i nhi. “Trén dai 16 Broadway.”
“Nhung nhitng thir lip nh trén mit em niva. Emda ndi ching 13...”
“‘Em... emda ditrangdiémthi’r. Luke nay, em thyre sy xin Bi... em..”

Toi king di chim vao cAm nin dang so. Toi ¢6 thé cam thiy tim minh dép thinh thich, méu don ca Ién hai tai. Toi khong biét phai ndi g, phai msao dé
bao chira cho ban thin minh.
Luke nhin t6i vo cam i git kho khdc, quay di, va véi tay xoay nim cira.
Khi canh cira khép lai sau lung anh, t6i vin ngdi bat dong mdt Iat, nhin daim dam vé phia trude. Toi khong thé tin dugc tét ca chuyén nay lai dang thurc
sur xay ra. Chi vai gio d0ng ho trurde thdi chung t6i con dang can Iy raou Bellini véi nhau. Toi dang méc chiec vay Vera Wang va chiing t6i nhay theo ban
nhac ctia Cole Porter, t6i chuénh choang trong hanh phtic. Con bay gio...
Pién thoai lai reo 1én nhumng t6i van bat dong, Chi dén tiéng chudng thir 8 t6i moi nhiic nhich.
6 2
b6, mdt giong ndi vui vé ¢t Ién. “C6 phai chi Becky Bloomwood day khong?”
“Véng,” t6i than trong noi.

“Chi Becky nay, t6i la Fiona Taggart ctia O Daily Herald. Toi qua vui mimg vi cudi cling ciing gap duoc chi! Becky nay, ching toi rat quan tim dén viéc
viet mdt phong sy hai phan vé chi va van d€... nho nho ctia chi, ching ta goi vay dugc chi?”

“T6i khong mudn ndi vé chuyén do,” toi Am bam.

“Vay I chi tir chbia?”

“Mién binh luan,” t6i ndi va run r:?iy dap manh dién thoai. Ngay lap tirc chudng dién thoai reo Ién, va t6i nhic may En.
“Mién binh ludn, dwoc chrra?” t6i hét 1én. “Mién binh ludn! Mién...”

“Becky? Con yéu ddy a?”

“Me oil” Khi nghe thy giong ndi ctia ba, tur nhién nurdc mit t6i gian giga. “Oi, me oi, con thyre sur xin 161.” T6i nghen ngio. “Chuyén nay that khing
khiep. Con da lam héng moi chuyén. Con chi khong bict... Con da khong nhan ra rang...”
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“Becky ny!” giong ba cét lén & duong day bén kia, that thin thude va dy tin cdy. “Con yéu! Con khong can phai xin 10i! Bon phong vién dén mat kia
mG6i cin phai xin 16i. Bia ra nhimg chuyén nhu viy. P4t diéu cho nguoi khac. Toi nghiép con bé Suzie da goi dién va rit khd so. Con biét day, conbé da
cho con kia ba c4i banh bich quy bourbon va mbt thanh KitKat va déy 1 nhiing gi n6 da tra on ddy. Toan nhitng 101 d6i tra kinh khing! Y me 1y, gia v
13 nhén vién cyc thué. Ching dang bi bo t!”

“Meg ndy...”” t0i nhiim mit lai, gin nhur khong thé n6i diéu gi. “Khong hoan toan i chuyén dom diit. Ho... ho khong dyng moi chuyén lén du a.” Im ing
mot 1at, va t6i ¢ thé nghe thay me dang tho doc day lo ling ¢ dau day bén kia. “Con cling... ciing ng mot it!”

“Um,” me ndi sau mjt quang im lng - va t6i co thé nghe thiy tiéng ba dang giing grong dé nghe cho lac quan hon. “Um. Nhur vay thi sao? Ngay ca khi
con ¢6 no ching nira thi ddy ciing khong phai viéc ctia bon ho, ding khong?”” Ba ngimg lai mot chit, va t6i c6 thé nghe dugc giong n6i & gan ba.

“Chinh x4c! B6 con n6i, 'néu kinh & M§ c6 thé ng dén hang ty d6 la m van ton tai dyoc thi con ciing c6 thé.”

Chia oi, t6i yéu cha me minh qua. Néu toi ni voi ho t0i vira giét nguoi thi chéic ho s sém timra Iy do nio d6 gii thich tai sao nan nhan kia ki déng bi
giét.

“Con ciing nghi viy,” t6i nghen ngio. “Nhung hém nay Luke ¢6 cude hop quan trong va tit ca cac nha dau tu ctia anh chéc s& doc bai béo nay...”
“Thi sa0? Dur Iuan khong tot d4u phai 1 chuyén hiém giip gi. Bay gio con hity nging cao dau Ién,

Becky! Hay tién Ién phia trurde. Suzie néi véi bd me 13 hom nay con ¢6 budi thir hinh. Ding vay khong con?”

“Vang, Con chi chura biét 1a mAy gio. L& ra nha san xuét phai goi dién cho con roi.”

“U. Con haly can dam Ién nhé. Hay di tim ngay (’ii va udng mdt cde tra véi ba vién duong nhé. Va mdt it ruou manh, bd con dan thé ddy. Va néu bt ky
tén phong vién ndo goi dién thi hiy bao ching bien di nhé!”

“C6 phong vién ndo Bm phién bd me khong a?” t6i canh giac hoi.

“Sang nay c6 mot tén nhi ranh dén day hoi miy cau,” me t6i himho. “Nhung b con da vac méy xén co dudi theo n6 1di.”
Mic dit dang budn nhur vay nhung ti van bat cudi khic khich.

“Chdc con phai di day me a. Nhung con s€ goi cho me sau. Va... con camon bd me.”

Khi d3t dién thoai xubng, t0i cam thdy 0t hon héng trigu lin. Me t6i n6i ding. Toi phi lac quan dén budi thi hinh va c6 ging lam t6t hét sitc minh. C6 I&
Luke hoi thai qua mdt chit. C6 1§ anh s€ quay vé trong tAm trang kha hon.

Toi goi cho 18 tAn khéch san, n6i v6i ho hiy ghi lai tat ca cac cude dién thoai tir tap doan HLBC. Roi t6i voi va di tim, ddc hét mdt chai dau lim Uplift
mua & hdi chg Sephora, va ngdm minh nira glo dong h trong tinh dau hoa hong. Khi lau kho ngudi, toi bt kénh MTV Ién va nhay nhét quanh phong

theo Janet Jackson - va khi méic xong b quén 4o an-tuong- chét-ngudi mua & Barneys t6i cam thiy minh khé hon rét nhiéu, nhung dau gbi toi hoi run
run. Toi ¢6 thé am duoc viée nay. Toicod thé ma.

Ho van chura goi, vi thé t6i cAm dién thoai Ién £0i )méng 18 tan.

“Xin chao,” toi ndi. “Tdi chi mudn kiém tra xem tap doan HLBC sang nay ¢ goi dién cho t6i khong.”

“To6i khong nghi 1a c6 dau a,” c6 gai vui vé dap.

“Cb c6 chic khong? Ho khong dé lai tin nhéin ndo sa0?”

“Khong thura ¢6.”

“OK. Camonco.”

Toi dat dién thoai xuong va suy nghi mot hoi. Puoc thoi, moi chuyén s& on ma. Toi chi viée goi cho ho la xong. Y 61 13, toi can biét gio thir hinh, dung
khong ndo? Kent da ching ndi voi toi 1 hily goi cho ¢ Ay bét cir i ndo va bt cir viée gi toi cin. C6 Ay da noi, dimg ngin ngai.

Toi Iy danh thiép ctia c6 4y ra khoi tii xach va cén than 4n sb.

“Xin chao!” mdt giong n6i vui vé cét Ién. “Vin phong ctia Kent Garland xin nghe, ddy I tro Iy ctia ¢6 4y, Megan. Toi ¢6 thé gitp gi cho ¢6 a?”
“Xin chao!” t6i ndi. “Toi la Rebecca Bloomwood. Lam on cho t6i noi chuyén véi Kent dugc khong?”

“Lic ndy Kent dang hop,” Megan vui vé n6i. “Toi c6 thé ghi lai 1oi nhén dugc khong a?”

“Vang, t6i chi goi & xem hom nay miy gio thi toi dén thir hinh duoc,” t61 dap. Va phai noi toi bdng nhién tyr tin hdn lén. Ai thém quan tim dén céi tor
Daily World rac ruéi kia chir? Toi sap xuat hién trén dai truyén hinh ctia My. Toi sap thanh mdt ngdi sao tam cd.



“Toi hiéu rdi,” Megan ndi. “Rebecca nay, liéu chi cd thé gitt may mit lic...”

Co by chuyen ché do cho may, va ti thdy minh dang ling nghe tleng hoi lao xao cta ban Heard It through the Grapevine. Ban nhac két thic va mdt
giong ndi cét 1én n6i vi t6i ring cude goi ctia toi rit quan trong dbi voi tap doan HLBC... va rdi n lai bt dau... thi bdng nhién Megan quay tr6 lai.

“Chao, chi Rebecca dung khong? Toi e i Kent s& hoan bubi thir hinh hom nay ctia chi. C6 4y s& goi lai cho chi khi ndo sép xép duoc.

“Sao c0?”” t61 ndi, nhin vo hon vao gwong mit trang diém ctia minh trong guong, “Hon lai sao? Nhung... tai sao chir? C6 ¢6 biét khi ndo né s& duoc
sap xep lai khong?”

“T6i khong & im,” Megan vui vé n6i. “Hién gior Kent dang rét ban véi xéri moi Consumer Today.”

“Nhung... nhung d6 chinh 1 chuong trinh t6i s€ phai tham gia thir hinh! Xéri m6i cua chirong trinh Consumer Today!” Toi tho séu, cb ging khong to ra
qua lo Iang, “C6 c¢6 bict khi nao c6 ay s€ thu x€p lai thoi gian khong a?”

“T6i thue sy khong biét d4u a. Hién tai lich hm viéc ctia ¢d éy day dac... va sau d6 co éy lai di nghi hai tudn nita...”

“Nghe ndy,” t6i ndi, ¢6 ging that binh tinh. “T6i thure s rét mudn ndi chuyén véi Kent. Viée ndy rit quan trong. C6 ¢6 thé tim cd dy cho toi duoc chir?
Toi chri néi rat nhanh théi.”

Im king mdt lic... rdi Megan thé dai.

“Pé xem t6i c6 lién lac durge vi co dy khong nhé?”

Mot bai hat lai lao xao vang Ién - rdi bdng nhién Kent & du ddy bén kia.
“Chao Becky. Chi khoé khong?”

“Chao chil” t5i n6i, ¢b ging sao cho giong minh that thoai méi. “Toi khoé. T6i nghi minh hiéu chuyén gi dang dién ra ngay hom nay. Budi thr hinh thé nao
ha chi?”

“Bimg thé,” Kent trdm tur ndi. “NGi théit v6i chi, Becky a, c6 mbt vai van d& moi ndy sinh mi chiing t6i can phéi xem xét. OK? Vi véy ching t0i s&
chuyén lich thir hinh sang ngay khac khi ching t6i da c6 quyét dinh & rang hon vé& moi chuyén.”

Bdng nhién t6i dd ngudi ra vi so. Oi, im on di ma, khong,

Chac hén ¢6 4y da doc to The Daily World 101, ding khong nhi? D6 1a viéc ma c0 ta dang ndi dén. Toi ghi chat 6ng nghe, tim dép thinh thich, tham thiét
mudn gidi thich moi chuyén v6i c6 dy; mubn néi véi ¢o Ay ring chuyén d6 thue chét khong toi t& nhur trén bao. Phan nira ndi dung thdm chi khong ding
voi s that va ring diéu d6 khong c6 nghia t6i khong gioi & inh virc t6i lam..

Nhung t6i khong thé cho phép minh kim vay. TOi tham chi khong dam dé cap dén chuyén do.

“Vay I ching ta s& giit lién lac nhé,” Kent n6i. “Xin 16 vi im phién chi hom nay - 18 ra t6i nén ndi Megan goi dién lai cho chi...”

“Khong sao dau!l” toi ndi, ¢ giing nghe that vui vé va d& chiu. “Vay... chi nghi khi ndo ching ta c6 thé sip xép lai lich gap duoc?”

“Téi thyre sy khong chéc Fim... Xin 161, Becky. Toi phai di bay gio. C6 van dé ¢ trrdng quay. Nhung cam on chi vi da goi dién. Va chic chi vui vé trong
thoi gian con lai ctia chuyén di nhé!”

Dién thoai tit phut va t6i tir tir dat né xudng,

Toi s& khong di thir hinh. Néi cho cing ho ciing khong mubn t6i nira.

Toi da mua quan 4o moi va moi thi.

Toi ¢6 thé cam thdy minh thé ghp gap va gip gap hon nita - va trong gidy phit khing khiép ndo do i nghi minh ¢6 thé khoc ngay duoc.

Nhung ri t0i lai nghi dén me 01 - va ¢6 ging ép minh ngang cao dau. Toi s& khong dé cho ban than minh suy sup. Toi s& manh I& v lac quan. HLBC
khong phai la con ca duy nhat trong dai dwong. C6 rat nhiéu nguoi khac muon dugc lam viée voi toi. Khoi! Y 61 1a hily nhin... hiy nhin Greg Walters di.
Anh ta bdo muon tdi gip gidm doc phét trién cuia anh ta, ding khong nhi? Um, ¢6 I& ching ta ¢ thé sip xép vai viéc homnay. Ding thé! C6 [ vao cudi
ngay homnay, t6i s€ c6 chuong trinh ctia riéng minh!

To6i nhanh chéng tim s6 dién thoai va quay s6 v6i doi tay run rdy - thit tuyét, ti ndi miy ngay duoc voi anh ta. Didu niy con gi tuyét hon. Nbi méy ngay
lap tc.

“Xin chao, anh Greg ding khong a? Téi Ia Becky Bloonwood.”



“Becky a! That mimg vi dugc nghe thiy giong n6i ctia chi!” Greg ndi, nghe c6 vé khong tap trung. “Moi chuyén van 6n chir?”’

“Um.. tt ca! Toi thirc sw rét vui khi gip anh ngdy hom qua,” t6i ndi, nhén ra giong minh dang run run vi lo Bing, “Va t61 da rét thich thi v6i cac ¥ tudng
cua anh.”

“Vang, tuyét qua! Vay B... chi vn dang tan hudng chuyén di ctia minh cha?”

“Vang! Toi van dang tan hudng day.” Toi hit tho sau. “Greg ndy, hom qua anh noi t6i nén gip giam ddc phét trién ctia anh...”

“Chéc chin rdi!” Greg noi. “T6i biét Dave s& rat mong duoc gip chi. Ca hai ching t6i déu nghi chi rat c6 trién vong, Rét trién vong”
Toi thdy nhe ca nguoi. On Chia. On..

“Vay la 1An t6i chi @én day,” Greg ndi, “chi hiy goi dién cho t61, va chiing ta s& sép xép moi viéc nhé!”

T6i nhin chim chap vao cai dién thoai, sdc va dau nhoi. Lan sau khi t6i dén day sao? Nhung c6 thé 1 hang thang trdi nita. C6 thé 1 khong bao gio.
Khong phai anh ta muon...

“Hay hira chi s& am nhur thé chir?”

“Um... OK,” t6i ndi, ¢b giing khong dé 16 vé tht vong trin tré trong giong ndi ctia minh. “That tuyét!”
“Va c6 18 ching ta s& giip nhau khi t6i ¢6 dip dén London.”

“OK!” t6i vui vé n6i. “Toi ciing hy vong nhur vay. Um.. hen sém gip anh. Va rit vui vi duoc gip anh!”
“Rét tuyét khi duoc gip chi, Becky a!”

Toéi van gitt iy cuoi tuoi tn gi4 tao trén mdi ngay ca khi dién thoai tit hin. Va lAn nay t6i khong thé ngiin cho mrde mét dang ddy trong méit minh rdi tir
tir roi xudng d6i ma, am troi di Iop trang diém

T6i ngdi mdt minh trong phong khach san hang gio lién. Bita trira dén rdi di, nhung t6i khong thé 3n duoc gi. Didu lac quan duy nhét m 61 im | ling
nghe nhitng tin trén dién thoai, x4 tAt c4 di trir nhitng tin nhin ctia me ma t6i da nghe di nghe lai nhiéu An. D6 1 tin nhin ma ba chiic hin da giri khi vira
doc xong to The Daily World

“Bay gio:,” ba dang noi. “Co mdt vai ric rdi nho nhé & ddly vi mot bai béo ngu ngde. Con hy dimg chit y dén n6 lam gi, Becky a. Hay luon luon nhg
rang, buc anh d6 ngay mai thoi s€ bi wirt vao hang triéu nhitng cai gié dung chd.”

Chaing hiéu vi Iy do gi m mbi lan nghe tin nhin nay t6i déu bat cudi. Vi thé t6i ngdi d6, dé khoc, dé cuoi, dé cho ca viing nude miét roi trén vay ma
khong budn lau.

T6i mudn vé nha. Vi Qiéu g do mubn doi van thé, toi ngdi trén san, ngiroi Fic hr, dé dong suy nghil mdng hung chay nhay vong quanh. Nghi di nghi lai mot
chuyén. Sao t6i co theé ngu ngdc nhur thé chir? Toi phai lam gi day? Lam sao t6i ddm nhin niit ai bay gio?

T6i cam thdy minh nhu dang 6 trén mdt cai du quay siéu toe ké tir khi dat chan dén New York. Giong nhu mot chuyen di huyén bi trong phim ctia
Disney - ngoai trir viéc 1€ ra phai bay vao khong gian thi t6i lai quay cudng trong nhirng ctra hiéu, khach san, phong van va an trua, vay quanh boi anh
nén, nhitng miu séc 1p lanh va nhimg giong n6i thuyét phuc t6i rang minh sip 1 nguoi ndi tiéng,

Va t6i tin mbi gidy phit d6. Toi khong biét né khong hé ¢6 thuc.

RO, mdt Itc sau, toi nghe théy tiéng mo clra, cam giac nhig moi mét tan bién di nhiéu. Toi khén khoan mudn lao ti s vao vong tay ctia Luke; khoc oa
Ién, va nghe anhno1rangmo1 viéc s& n ca. Nhung khi anh di vao, t6i cam thy ca ngudi minh cimg lai vi so bl Théi d6 ctia anh cang thing va nghiém
nghi; mét anh nhin nhur thé wira dugc tac ra tir mot khdi dé.

“Chao anh,” cudi cing t6i ciing Ién tiéng. “Em... em da ban khozn khong biét anh & dau.”

“Anh di an trura ciing Michael,” Luke néi nhat gimg, “Sau budi hop.” Anh céi 40 khodc ngodi va can thén treo né 1én miic 4o trong khi t6i s¢' héi quan
sat.

“Vay...” khé khan Em t6i moi dam hoi cau nay. “Moi viée dién ra tt dep chi?”
“Khong han 1 tdt, khong hé.”

Long t6i nhéi dau. Diéu ndy c6 nghia B gi? Chéc chin... chic chin nd khong thé...
“N6 bi... hofin lai sa0?” Cubi ciing t6i ciing gurong hoi.

“Céu hoi hay déy,” Luke néi. “Nhimg ngudi & JD Slade néi ho can thém thoi gian.”



“Tai sao ho lai can thém thoi gian?” t6i n6i, iém d6i mdi kho rat ctia minh,
“Ho ¢6 mt vai diéu do dur,” Luke néi nhim nhén. “Ho ciing khong xéc dinh durgc nhimg do du nay i gi.”

Anh sdng surong thio ca vat ra va bt du cdi clic 40 so mi. Anh thim chi khong thém nhin t6i. Ctr nhur thé anh khong thé cho phép minh nhin met t6i
Vay.

“Anh c6...” t61 nghen ngao. “Anh c6 nghi ho d& xem bai bao kia khong?”

“0, anh nghif nhr vay,” Luke ndi. C6 mdt cai gi d trong giong ndi ctia anh khién toi chim bude.

“U, anh kha chic 13 ho da doc roi.”

Anh an xubng céi ctic 4o cudi cling. DOt nhién, trong con gian dit, anh gidt tung nd ra.

“Luke,” t61 v0 vong ndi. “Em... em thue su xin 16i. Em... emkhong biét minh ¢6 thé am gl.”” Toi tho sau. “Ems¢ Ambat ¢t viee gico thé.”
“Khong c6 gi ca,” Luke ndi rdo hoanh.

Anh di vé phia budng tim va sau d6 mdt lic toi nghe thiy tiéng voi sen. Toi khong cir dong ndi. Toi tham chi khong thé nghi gi. T6i cam thiy té liét, cur
nhu thé dang bo trén mdt vach da dung dirng, co gang khdng d€ tudt chan.

Cubi cung thi Luke cling budc ra, va tham chi khong dé y dén sur 6 mit cta t6i, anh mic mdt cai qu?m bo mau den va mdit cai 4o chui dau mau den.
Anh r6t mit ly ruou va im ling. Bén ngoai ctra so6 t6i ca the nhin thay ca Manhattan. Khong khi trd nén nang né va anh deén bét 1én & khap moi ctra so, tir
tit dang xa. Nhung t6i c6 cam gidc nhur the gidi ndy da co rim lai vao can phong nay, trong bon birc trong nay. Toi chot nhén ra thdm chi minh da khong
ra ngoai ca ngay homnay.

“H6m nay em ciing khong di thir hinh,” cudi clng t6i ciing lén tiéng,

“Vay a.” Giong Luke rao hoanh va lanh nhat, va t6i khong thiét gi &én ban than minh niva, cam giic o4n han thoang nhéi én trong toi.

“Anh thdm chi khong mudn biét tai sao 42" t6i n6i, kéo manh dm tua rua cta chiéc 16t ghé.

Im king mdt lat roi Luke Ién tiéng, cir nhur thé phai gdng minh 1én vay. “Tai sa0?”

“Boi vi khong ai con quan tim dén emnita.” Toi hzflt toc ra giéng sau. “Anh khong phai 3 ngudi duy nhat phai chiu mot ngy t6i té dau, Luke a. Emda
pha héng moi co hdi cia em roi. Khdng ai con mudn bigt dén emnira.”

Sur nhyc nhd nhur bo truwon khiip ngudi t6i khi nho lai tit ca céc tin nhéin dién thoai t6i phéi nghe sang nay, lich sy hity cac cude hen va hity bo céc bita
trua.

“Va embiét d6 1 16i ctia minh em,” t6i tiép tuc. “Em biét diéu d6. Nhung ngay ca nhur viy...” Giong toi bt dau lac di va ti the that sau. “Moi viéc thye
sur khong tot dep gi cho ca emnita.” T6i ngang 1én nhung Luke khong hé di dich mit phan. “Anh ¢ thé... anh c6 the bay td mdt chit cam thong
khong?”

“Bay to mdt chit cam théng a?” Giong Luke réo hoanh nhéc lai.

“Bm biét minh da chudc va vao than...”

“Ding thé! Chinh em da lémﬂ}é!’j Gigng Luke VO tung lél} trong con gian dfr don nén, va cudi cing anh ciing quay lai nhin vao mat’t(”)i “Becky nay,
khong ai ép em phai di ti€u ngan ay tién! Y anh 13, anh bict em thich mua sam Nhung vi Chia. Tiéu xai nhu the nay thi... That I hét sire vo trach nhiém
Emkhong thé ham ban than minh lai sa0?”

“Em khong biét!” t6i cAi trd trong run rdy. “C6 & thé. Nhung em khong biét moi viéc i trd thanh vén dé... mot van dé song con chét tiét nhur thé nay,
duoc chua? Em 515 lghéng biét minh lai bi thoe doi, Luke a. E;nkhéng ¢0 tinh lam viéc néy.” ng?l hoang sg, t6i cam thay nirde mét minh dang tuon chay
trén ma. “Anh biét day, em khong lam hai ai ca. Em khong giét ai ca. Co 1& em chi hoi ngoc nghech...”

“Hoi ngde nghéch. D6 1 cau ndi giam n6i tranh ctia ndm ddy.”

“OK, vay thi em ngdc nghéch! Nhung em khong pham toi gi ca...”

“Emkhong nghi virt bo m6t co hoi la mot t6i 16i sa0?” Luke gian dit n6i. “Boi vi nhur anh biét...” Anh fic du. “Chia o, Becky ndy! Ca hai ching ta da
cd tat cd. Ching ta da c6 ca New York nay.”

Tay anh ném chit lai thanh nim ddm. “Va bay gioy, hily nhin c4 hai ta xem. Tat ca chi vi em qué bi &m anh véi viéc mua sim...”

“Am anh sa0?” t6i hét Ién. Bong nhién t6i khong thé chiu durgc anh mit traich moc cta anh nita.”



Embi am anh sao? Vay anh thi sao?”

“Y emla gi?”” anh tho 16 hoi.

“Anh bi am anh boi cong viéc! Boi viée phai thanh cong ¢ New York! Diéu dAu tién anh nghi khi xem bai béo d6 khong phai la emhay... hay cam giac
cta em, ding khong? Ma Ia bai bao do s anh huong thé nao dén anh va phi vu laman cua anh.” Giong t6i run kén. “Tét ca nhing gi anh quan tim la sy
thz‘m}l cdng ctia chinh anh, va em luén g(ép thir hai. Y em I3, anh thdm chi lfhéng buon ke cho em vé chuyén dén New York cho dén khi moi viéc da duoc
quyét dinh! Anh chi doi héi emsg... dong y va lam ding nhitng gi anh muon. Khong ngac nhién tai sao Alicia noi em la ké bam dudi theo anh!”
“Emkhong bam theo anh,”” anh nén néng noi.

“Ding thé dy! D6 I céich anh nhin nhén vé em, ding khong? Nhu mbt ké nho bé ndo do, mdt nguai chi vige... lip mot chd nhé vao ké hoach vi dai cia
anh. Va emda ngu ngdc, emda tuan theo viéc do...”

“Anh khong c6 thoi gian cho chuyén ndy,” Luke noi va dung day.

*“Anh khong bao gios 6 thoi gian ca!” t6i ndi trong nurc mit. “Suze con danh nhiéu thdi gian cho em hon anh! Anh khong c6 thi gian dén dy dém cudi
ctia Tom; ky nghi ctia chiing ta da bien thanh mdt cude hop; anh khdng cé thoi gian dé thim bo me em...”

“Thi anh khéng c6 nhiéu thoi gian ma!” Luke dot nhién quét 1én khién t6i sg' hi im Bing, “Vi anh khong ¢6 thoi gian ngdi ndi nhing chuyén tm phao v
van voi emva Suze.” Anh lac dau gian dir.

Em c6 nhan ra 1 anh da lim viéc vat va khon nan thé ndo khong? Em c6 biét vu lim an nay quan trong thé nio khong?”

“Tai sao 16 lai quan trong?” Toi nghe giong minh dang thét Ién. “Tai sao lai quan trong dén mirc khén nan thé véi viéc phéi thanh cong & New York? Be
anh ¢6 thé gy 4n tuwong voi con bo cai me anh sao? Bmwneuanhco ging giy antuongvmbatathlLuke ndy, em dau hang ngay bay gio thoi! Ba dy
s¢ khong bao gior xic dong dau. Khong bao gio! Y emla, ba & 4y tham chi con khong budn gip anh nita! Chiia oi, anh da mua cho ba ta mot c4i khin
Hermes ma ba ta thdm chi con khong thém sap x€p lai lich dé danh thim chi nim phut cho anh nira!”

T6i ngimg lai, tho hén hén, va im king hoan toan.

Oi chét tiét, I& ra t6i khong nén n6i vay.

Toi liéc nhin Luke that nhanh, con anh dang nhin t6i cham chiip gian tim nt.

“Emda goi me anh 1 gi?”” anh tir ton noi.

“Nghe ndy, em... emkhong c6 y nhur vay.” Toi nghen ngao, b ging gitt giong binh tinh. “Em chi nghi... can xem xét cho hop Iy moi viéc. Tt ca nhimg
viéc em lam Ia mua sam mot chit...”

“Mua sdm mdt chit sa0?” Luke g0 1§:n khinh rpiét. “Mua sdm mdt chit sa0?” Anh nhin t6i tht 1Au - rdi that kinh khing, anh tién dén caita qué“m 4o to
dung bang go tuyct ting ma t6i da nhoi tat ca do dac cta minh vao. Anh im ing m6 16 ra va ca hai ching t6i nhin cham chip vao tat ca nhitng cai ti
chong chat én tan tran nha.

Va khi nhin tét ca dng db nay, t6i cam thiy hoi non nao khép ngudi. Tat ca nhimg thir 6 ¢6 vé rat quan trong khi toi mua ching, tat ca nhimg thir d6

da Bm t6i rit vui... thi bay gio trong ching khac gi mdt chdng Ion céc ti réc. Toi tham chi khong néi dugc cho ban trong nhiing cai tii kia ¢6 ginita. Chi
toan B... d. Hang nii hang nii do.

Khong ndi thém gi nita, Luek dong ctra lai, va ti cam thdy cam giac 4n han thiéu bong toi nhu nudc soi vay.

“Em biét,” t61 n6i, giong gan nhur thi thAm. “Em biét. Nhung em da tra tién ma. Em thie s da hm vay.”

Toi quay di, khong thé nhin 4nh mit ctia anh, va bong nhién toi mubn roi khoi cin phong ndy. Toi phai trénh xa khoi Luke, tranh xa khoi chinh toi trong
guong, tranh xa khoi cai ngay khing khiep nay.

“Emsg... ems& gip anh sau,” t6i ip bap va di thing ra ctra mi khong dam ngoanh lai.

Quén bar dudinha thép sang mo' mo, émdiu va kin ddo. Toi tha minh vao chiéc ghé da 1ong Ry, cam théy yéu 6t va nhéi dau, cir nhur thé t6i bi cim vay.
Khi ngurdi b01 ban dén, t6i da goi nurée camy, 1di khi anh ta di khoi, t6i lai goi mdt Iy brandy. PO 1 mdt cde to, dm va trong ngon lanh, va t6i udng vai
ngum - roi ngang Ién khi mot c4i béng in trén nit ban ngay trude mt toi. PO 1 Michael Ellis. Tim t6i king di. Toi thue sy khong mubn n6i chuyén.

“Xin chao,” anh &y ni. “Toi ngdi duge chir?” Anh dy chi vao cai ghé dbi dién va ti git du yéu 6t. Anh ta ngdi xudng rdi nhin t6i that tir t& khi t0i ung
can ly ruou. Chung t6i ngdi im lang mdt Iac.

“T6i ¢6 thé lich sy va khong dé cap dén chuyén d6,” cudi cing anh Ay ciiing 1én tiéng, “Hoic t6i co thé n6i cho 6 biét sur thit - ring sang nay toi da rt
thuong c6. Cac bai bao & Anh cuia céc vi that tan nhan. Khdng ai dang bi doi xir nhu vay.”



“Camon anh,” t6i lip bap.
Ngudi bdi ban xuét hién va Michael goi thém hai ly brandy nita ma khong can hoi toi.

“Tét ca nhitng gi ti c6 thé ndi cho ¢6 lic ndy 1, ngwoi ta khong ngu ngbe dau,” anh Ay n6i khi ngudi bdi ban di khoi. “Khong ai vi chuyén niy ma quay
lung lai v6i ¢b dau!”

“Ho da 1am thé rdi ddy thoi,” toi ndi, nhin chim chip vao niit ban. “Budi thir hinh cta t6i véi HLBC d3 bi huy bo.”
“A.,” Michael n6i sau khi im Bing mot c. “Toi rat tiéc khi nghe thdy didu d6.”

“Khong ai con mudn bict toi nita. Tat ca bon ho déu noi ho 'da quyét dinh mot hudng khic' hogc ho 'cam thay t0i khong thure s phi hop v6i thi trurong
M¥ va... anh biét day. Pon gian hon thi chi I3, "X¢o di.”

Khi ndi, t6i co ttlé cam thiy mit minh (ra dy nhimg giot nuréc mit nong bong, Toi chi mlén n6i tit ca nhitng diéu ndy voi Luke. Toi chi mudn trit hét ndi
long minh - va roi anh s& 6m t61 tht chit ma khong x¢ét doan. Noi vdi t0i rang do 1a mat mat cta ho, chir khong phai cua 61, giong nhu bo me t0i lam,
hay Suze s€ lam. Nhung thay vi thé, anh khién t6i cam thay t6i t¢ hon vé ban thin minh. Anh da diing - t61 d& ném moi thir di, dung khong? Toi da co
nhirng co hdi ma nhitng ngudi khac san sang chét dé cd duoc ching, nhung t6i da ling phi tat ca.

Michael git dau budn b.

“Viéc d6 van xay ra ma,” anh Ay noi. “Toi e rang nhitng ké ngu ngbe ndy nhur mdt bay ciru. Mot con hoang so 14 tit ca bon ching déu hoang so.”

“T6i chi cam tady nhu minh da pha hong tAt ca,” t6i noi, cam giac ) hong minh nghen lai. “T6i d4 c6 thé tim duoc mdt cong viée tuyét voi, va Luke da
co thé thanh cong vang doi. Moi viéc da cé theé hoan hao. Nhung toi da quéang tat ca vao sot rac. Tat ca Ia 101 cua to1.”

Qué so hai, mrde mit toi gian giua. Toi khong thé ngin ching lai. Va bdng nhién t6i khoc nire nd. Chuyén nay that dang xéu ho.
“Toi xin 161, t6i li nhi. “Téi chi hoan toan 1 mdt tham hoa.”

Toi ip miit vao tay, hy vong ring Michael Ellis s& biét y m rit di va dé t6i lai mot minh. Thay vi do, t6i cam thay 6 mot ban tay dat kn tay minh va mot
chiéc khin tay dugc nhét vao, qua céc dau ngon tay ti. Toi lau khd nit day biét on voi chiée khén cotton mém mai va cudi ciing ciing ngang dau lén.

“Cam on anh,” t6i nghen ngao. “Rét xin 16 vi chuyén d6.”

“Khong sao ma,”” Michael binh tinh néi. “Toi cling s€ nhur vay thoi.”

“Vang, diing roi,” toi li nhi.

“C6 nén nhin théy t6i lic 0i bi mét hop dong, Toi khoc sung ca mit. Th ky cua t0i da phéi chay di mua khéin gidy cir nira gio mot lan.” Anh &y n6i tinh
queo am t6i khong nhin duoc cuoi. “Nao, hily udng ly brandy ctia c6 di,” anh 4y n6i, “va hdy lim sang to mdt vai viée. C6 ¢ moi t& The Daily World
chup anh ctia ¢6 véi mot cai bng kinh ¢6 tim xa khong?”

‘6K1,1611g.”

“Cb ¢6 goi dién cho ho, cho phép ho ddc quyén viét mot bai phong sur vé théi quen c4 nhan ctia ¢6 va goi ¥ cho ho hdly chon mdt céi tit that phan cam
khong?”’

“Khong” Téi khong thé nhin curdi.

“Day.” Anh dy nhin t6i tinh quai. “Viée nay déu i 16i ctia ¢o vi....”

“Vi t6i ngu ngbe. Péang I& t6i phai phat hién ra. L& ra toi nén... hrdng trude chuyén niy s& xay ra. Toi thit ngu ngde.”

“C da khong may min.” Anh Ay nhiin vai. “C6 & hoi ngde nghéch. Nhung c6 khong thé db hét 161 1én du minh nhur vay duoc.”
C6 tiéng am thanh dién tir phat ra tir i quan anh 4y, va anh Ay tho tay vao rit dién thoai ra.

“Thir 18 cho 6 mot 1at,” anh Ay néi, va quay di. “Chao.”

Khi anh 4y ni khe khé trén dién thoai thi toi gip di gip lai cai 1ot cde bang gidy. Toi mudn hoi anh didu gi d6 - nhung t6i khong chic minh ¢6 mudn nghe
cau tra 101 khong,

“Xin 161 vé chuyén d6,” Michael noi. Anh 4y cat dién thoai di va mim cudi rau 1 v6i t6i rdi Bic dau. “Duimg bao gio lim in vé6i ban be.”
“Thét sao? Do 1a mdt ngiroi ban sao?”

Michael git dau. “Mot nguoi ban cii ctia gia dinh. Toi d gitp anh ta huy dong tin dung. Anh ta hira khi ndo kim an tin t6i s& ky séc tra toi. Umy, nhu t6i



dugc biét thi viee lam an da khoi sic.”

“va anh ta khong tra tién?” T6i udng mdt ngum rrou, biét on vi ¢6 viée gi d6 am t6i sao nhing,
“Anh ta vira mua cho minh mdt cai Mercedes mdi tuyét dep!”

“Chuyén do that ti t&!” toi binh luén.

“P6 1a Iy do dé c6 ban beé. Pé loi dung anh ta dén kiét qué. L& ra dén gio t6i phai hoc dwoc diéu d6 rdi chir.”” Anh Ay quéc mit 1én that hai hude, nhung
t6i van nhan nho.

“Anh biét gia dinh anh ta chir?”

“Chéc chin rdi. ching t6i da timg du L2 ta on cting v6i nhau m.”

“Pugc roL.” Toi nghi mdt lic. “Vay... anh da ndi chuyén nay voi vo anh ta chua?”’
“Vo anh ta 4?”” Michael to ra ngac nhién, va t6i nhuén miy ddy ngu ¥ v6i anh dy.
“T6i cuoc ki néu anh ndi voi vo anh ta thi anh s& ly duoc tién.”

Michael nhin ti chim chiip trong gidly it 6i pha 1én curdi.

“C6 biét khong, t0i nghii trong viée ndy ¢6 c6 Iy ddy. T s& thir cich nay!”” Anh Ay udng can ly rdi liéc nhin ci 16t cde nhén nhin trong tay toi. “Vay co da
thay kha hon chura?”’

“Roi. Cam on anh. Nhung c6 mdt diéu toi da mudn...” Toi hit thér sdu. “Michael ndy, ¢6 phii cho 16i ctia t0i mé hop dong ctia Luke that bai khong? Y toi
13, chuyén bai bao trén t& The Daily World ¢6 anh hurong dén viée nay, ding khong?”?

Anh 4y nhin t6i thit sic sédo. “Chiing ta dang rat thing thin dung khog?
“Ding vAy,” t61 n6i, cam thiy hoi sg. “Chiing ta dang théing théin v6i nhau.”

“Viy thi, thanh thit mA n6i, t6i khong thé ndi no gitp ich g ca,” Michael noi. “Co it nhidu... 1oi nhdn xét vao séng ndy. Mot vai ciu di chém choe. Toi
phéi n6i hét véi Luke, anh 4y da chip nhan viée nay kha binh tinh.”

T6i nhin anh 4y chim chip, cam thiy lanh run.

“Luke da khong n6i chuyén d6 voi t61.”

Michael nhiin vai. “T6i khong nghi anh 4y mudn nhéic lai bt ctr 10i binh luén nao.”

“Vay d6 1a 16i ctia t6i.”

“Khong han.” Michael Fic dau. “D6 khong phai diéu t6i n6i nhé.” Anh 4y i nguoi vao ghé.

“Becky ndy, néu cai phi vu lam an nay that sy vimg chiic thi nd da song sét khoi nhitng chuyén thi phi nay rdi. Toi doan ki JD Slade ding réc i nho nho
cua c0... nhu mit cai cd. Co mot ly do nao d6 16n hon ma ho muodn gitt riéng cho minh...”

“La caig?””

“Ai ma biét dwoc. Tin don vé’ ngan hang London ching? Sy khac biét trong phong cach kinh doanh ching? Vi mit Iy do nao do, ho cé vé nhu khong
hoan toan tin tudng vao ca ké hoach nay.”

T6i nhin anh 4y chim chiip, nhé lai nhitng gi Luke noi.
“C6 phai miy ngudi ny nghi ring Luke dang mét kiém soat khong?”’

“TLuke 2 mdt ca nhan kiét xuat ” Michael than trong néi. “Nhung c6 cai gi d6 xen vao anh 4 4y khi giai quyét viéc nay. Anh a 4y gan nhur phat cudng, Sang
nay, t6i ndi véi anh a ay rang can phai blet danh vu tién. Hlen nhién c6 viéc g d6 voi ngan hang London. Anh & ay 1nén n6i chuyén v6i ho. Trén an bon ho.
Thanh thie ma néi, néu anh dy dé mat ho, anh & 4y s& gip réc 16i to. Va khong chi c6 minh ho. Vira ¢6 vai van dé nay 1o voi cong ty bao hiém Provident
nita - mdt khach hang 16n khac.”” Anh ay nga nguoi vé phia trude. “Néu co hdi thi t6i s€ ndi anh ay nén lén may bay vé London chiéu nay.”

“thé anh 4y mudn lam gi?”

“Anh 4y da hen gip tAt ca ngan hang d4u tu & New York ma t6i tirng biét.”” Anh 4y Fic dau. “Cau bé d6 ¢6 vé nhu qua 4m anh voi viée thanh cong &
My.”



“T6i nghi anh &y mu6n chimg to i d6,” t6i li nhi. Vi me anh 4y, t6i gin nhur n6i thém

“Vay Becky nay...” Michael nhin t6i tir t&. “C6 dinh lam gi? C§ giing sap xép thém vai cude hen gip nita chir?”
“Khong,” t6i ndi sau khi im king mot lat. “Thanh thire ma n6i, t6i nghil chiing con y nghiia @i nita.”

“Vay c6 khong dinh & day véi Luke sao?”

Hinh anh khuon mit lanh king ctia Luke lwét nhanh qua dau t6i, va t6i cam thay nhéi dau nhu dao dam.

“T6i nghi lam vy ciing khong c6 y nghiia gi nita.” Toi udng mdt ngum ruou ddy va guong cuoi.

“Anh biét khong? Toi nghi minh s& v& nha.”
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Chuwong 13

TOI XUONG TAXI, kéo va li Ién via hé, va budn ba ngudc nhin Ién bau trdi mrde Anh am dam Moi chuyén thire sur da két thiic.

Mai dén phit cudi, t6i vén thim khao khat c6 ai d6 thay doi quyét dinh va moi t0i lim vige. Hofic Luke ¢6 thé van xin t6i ¢ lai. M&i lin chudng dién thoai
reo t6i lai cam thay bon chon, hy vong rang bang cach nio d6 phép mau s€ xay ra. Nhung khong c6 gi xay ra ca. Tat nhién ching co6 gi.
Khi chio tam bigt Luke, ctr nhu thé t0i dang dong kich vay. Toi mudn lao t6i anh, khoc tirc tudi, mudn tit anh, hay am gi d6. Nhung toi chi khong thé
1am vay. Toi phai lay lai tir trong ctia minh, & mdt noi ndo d6. Vi thé n6 dién ra gan nhur thii tuc cong viée vy, cai cach toi goi dién cho hing hing khong,
201 ghém do dac, va goi mit cai taxi. To1 khong thé cho phép minh hon anh khi roi di, vi vay t6i hon vdi vao hai ma anh 161 quay di trarde khi ai d6 trong
hai chiing t6i c6 thé ndi dicu gi.
Bay gio, sau mudi hai tiéng dong hd, t6i cam thay hoan toan kiét strc. Toi da ngdi nhur vy ca dém tring trén may bay, do ra vi dau budn va thit vong,
Chi vai ngay trude day thoi t6i da bay bong, da nghi ring minh sap bat dau mot cude sbng tuyét voi & My, viy ma trai lai, t0i trd vé ddy véi hanh trang it
61 hon nhitng gi ti da bat dau. Va moi | nguol, ding I moi nguoi déu biét diéu do. Mot vai ¢ gii & san bay, chiic hin da nhén ra t6i va biy dau thi thim
to nhé 10i curoi khiic khich khi t6i doi iy hanh 1y.
Va 6i Chiia oi, t0i biét minh ciing s& nhur vy néu  ho. Nhung ngay lic o, t6i cam thiy dau dén bé bang, toi gin nhur bt khéc. Toi chan nén kéo 1&
may cai tii Ién thém ctra va di vao can hd. Roi toi ctr dirg d6 mot lat, nhin quanh cho may cai 4o khoac, vai Ia thur cii va may céi chia khoa trong bat.
Van hanh lang cii d6. Van cude sdng cii k§ d6. Quay lai vdi cude sdng ngiy xura. Toi nhin bd dang hde hic vi thiéu ngi ctia minh trong gurong rdi voi
quay di.

“Xin chao!” t6i goi. “C6 ai & nha khong? Minh da vé.”
Im Jing mot Iie 101 Suze ‘xuét hién & cira ra vao phong ¢o 4y trong bo vay ngi. “Bexa?”co éy reo Ién. “Minh khong nghi cau V& som thé! Caudnca
chir?” CO ay budc lai gan hon, quan chat cai vay ngi quanh ngudi, va nhin t6i day lo ling, “Oi, Bex.” C6 ay mim mdi. “Minh khdng biét ndi gi nita.”
“Khong sao ma,” t6i ni. “Minh 6n ma. That diy.”

“Bex nay...”

“Thét sy. Minh 6n ma.” Toi quay it di trurde khi khuon mit lo Fing clia Suze |im t6i bét khoc, va boi tim trong tti xach. “Théi tién ddy... minh mua cho
caumiy do Clinuque ma céu bao ndy... va may thir cham séc da niit déc biét cho me cau nira...” Toi dua may lo i pham cho ¢6 ay va bat dau luc loi
lai tti xach lan nita. “Con vai thir d6 nita danh cho cau ¢ dau do trong nay...”

“Bex ny, dimg lo ing vé chuyén d6. Hay dén dy ngdi di, hodc khong thi im gi d6.” Suze 6mmiy lo Clinique vio ngudi va nhin t6i bbi rdi. “Céu ¢6
muon uong gi dé khong?”

“Khong!” t6i gurong curdi. “Minh 6n ma Suze. Minh vira quyét dinh viée t6t nhét nén m 1 ctr tiép tuc séng va khong nghi gi dén chuyén da xay ra. Thirc
ra, minh muon bon minh khéng n6i thém gi vé chuyén nay nira.”

“That cht?” Suze n6i. “U.... OK. Néu cdu chic chin d6 1 didu cdu mubn.”

‘D6 la dicu minh muon.” Toi thd sau. “That sy day. Minh 6n ma. Thé con cdu thi sao?”


http://ebookfull.net

“Minh 0n ca,” Suze n6i va nhin t6i lo Eing. “Bex ndy, nhin cu xanh xao im. Cau di an gi chua?”
“Thirc an trén méy bay. Céu biét ddy.” Toi c6i 4o khoac v6i doi tay run rdy rdi treo n6 én moc.
“Chuyén bay... OK chir?” Suze n6i.

“N6 tuyét ma!” Toi ¢b ndi cho that vui vé. “Ho con chiéu ca phim méi cia Billy Crystal.”

“Billy Crystal!” Suze n6i. C6 dy nhin t0i ¢ ngai, ctr nhur the t0i | mdt bénh nhan tAm thén, phéi duoc canh chimg can thin viy. “BY phim... ¢6 hay
khong? T rét thich Billy Crystal.”

“Hay. N6 13 mot bd phim hay. Minh thyc sy rét thich nd.” Téi nghen ngio khé nhéc. “Cho dén khi cai tai nghe ciia minh bi hong gitta chimg,”

”7

“Oi ban yéu quy!” Suze noi.

“Hoi da man m0t chit. Moi ngurdi khac trén miy bay déu cudi rat phd 16 con minh thi chang nghe thay g.” Giong toi bat dau run én ghe gom “Vi thé
minh... minh hoi co tiép vién xemminh ¢6 thé ]ay mot doi tai nghe moi khong. Nhung c6 dy khong hiéu minh mubn n6i gl va co ayto ra khé chiu voi
minh boi vi ¢6 4y dang phuc vu db ubng... Va r6i minh khéng nmudn yéu cau lai nira. Vi the minh khong chic 13 minh biét phimdo két thic nhur thé ndo.
nhung phan ma minh xem thi thire sy rat hay...” Dot nhién t6i khoc mre nd. “Cau bict day, minh c6 thé thué bang video vé xemma...”

“Bex ndy!” Miit Suze nhan lai dy lo Eing, va ¢6 Ay d4nh roi ca miy lo Clinique xudng san nha.

“Oi Chiia 0i, Bex oi. Lai day v6i minh ndo.” C6 Ay 6m chit Iy t6i va toi guc dau vao vai co dy.

“Oi, chuyén nay that kinh khimg,” t6i khéc nirc nd. “That qué nhyc nhd, Suze a. Luke da rét gidn di¥... va ho da hy budi thir hinh ctia minh... va dot
nhién ctr nhur the... ctr nhur thé minh méc bénh truyén nhiém hay lam sao ay. Bay gio khong ai muon quen biét minh, va r6t cudc minh s& khong chuyén di
New York nifa...”

T6i ngéng Ién, lau kho mit - va mit Suze dang d6 én, cing thing,

“Bex ndy, minh cam thiy rit t0i t&,” ¢d 4y noi.

“Cau cam thy t6i t&? Tai sao cau lai cam thiy nhur thé chir?”

“Tét cala 16i clia minh. Minh diing la m6t con ngu! Minh da dé con ranh tir t0 bao do vao day, va ¢ I n6 da luc loi trong khi minh di pha cbe ca phé
ngungoc d6 cho nd. Y minh 14, tai sao minh lai moi né uong ca phé chir? Tat ca 1a tai cai tdi ngu xuan ctia minh.”

“Tét nhién khong phai vay roi!”
“Chu s& tha 16i cho minh chir?”

“Minh s& tha 16i cho cau khong 42 Toi nhin ¢6 4y cham chép, khuon it t6i cling run kén. “‘Suze ndy... minh nén n6i cu tha thir cho minh thi ding hon!
Cau da co chamsoc minh. Cau da co canh bao minh, nhung minh chang he ban tam goi lai cho cu... Minh qua ... ngungdc, qua u vo tam...”

“Khong, cau khong nhur vay!”

“Minh dng nhur vay ma.” Toi lai khoc néc Ién. “Minh chi khong biét chuyén gi d4 xay ra voi minh & New York. Minh bi dién. Chi mbi viéc... mua sim...
gip mit... minh s@p trd thanh mdt ngdi sao 16n va kiém duroc rat nhicu tién... Va roi moi thir dot nhién bien mat.”

“Oi, Bex!” Suze ciing dot nhién gio khoc. “Minh cam thdy that toi t&!”

“D6 khong phai 1 16i ctia cau!” Toi voi tay By mot t idy an roi xi miti. “Khong phai 16i ctia ai ca, chi la 16i ctia céi t& The Daily World kia thoi”
“Minh ghét bon ho!” Suze gio Ién tir gidn. “Ho nén bi treo 1én va tra tin. D6 1 nhitng gi Tarkie da noi”

“U, ding thé,” t6i ndi sau mot chit kg khimg. “Vay 1... anh 4y... anh 4y da doc bai béo, ding khong?”

“Thire s, Bex a... Minh nghi hdu hét moi ngudi déu doc,” Suze hrdng Iy n6i.

Toi cam tlﬁy dau ndi khi nghi dén viée J. anice va Martin doc n6. Tomva Lucy doc nd. TAt c& ban hoc va gido vién cli ctia t6i doc no. Tht ca nhitng
ngudi toi ting biet doc nhiing bi mat xau hd nhat cua toi.

“Nhin kia, thoi ndo,” Suze n6i. “hiy dé hét do dac ¢ ddy. hiy udng tra that ngon nhé!”

“OK.,” t6i n6i sau mot thoang im king, “Nhur thé s& rét tuyét.” Toi theo ¢ dy vao phong bép va ngdi xubng, quay ung vé phia cai 1o sudi 4m ap cho
thoai méi.

“Vay... moi viéc voi Luke bay gio nhu thé n0?” Suze cin trong ndi khi bat cai Am dun nurde 1én.



“Khong t6t im.” Toi khoanh tay trude nguc that chat. “Thyre ra... moi viée khong hé tién trién.”
“Vay sa0?”” Suze nhin t6i thit vong, “Chiia oi, Bex ndy, chuyén gi xay ra viy?”

“Um, bon minh cai nhau to...”

“Vibai bao d6?”

“Dai loai vay.” Toi iy mot & gidy an nita va xi miil. “Anh Ay n6i n6 da lim hong vu im n ctia anh Ay, va minh bi 4m anh boi viée mua sim. Va minh noi
anh ay bi &m anh bdi cong viéc... va minh... minh ndi me anh ay ... mdt... mdt con bo cai...”

“Cau goi me anh 4y 14 con bo cai sa0?” tréng Suze stmg st va t6i curdi run run.

“U, thi ba ta diing nhur vy ma! Ba ta thit khing kh'ié'p. Ba ta thim chi khong hé yéu quy Luke. Nhung anh é}f khong hié}lra diéu do... tit ca nhitng gi
anh ay nmuion alfin I3 tdm duoc mdt thurong vu 16n tam cd the gidi dé gy an turong voi ba ta. Anh ay khong thé nghi ve bat ctr vi€e gi khac ngoai chuyén
do.”

“Véy cudi ciing chuyén gi da xay ra?”” Suze ndi, dura cho t6i mt coe tra to.

T6i mim mdi, nhé lai cude n6i chuyén kinh khing cudi cling gitta hai ching t6i, trong khi t6i cho taxi dén dura ra phi trrdng, Nhimg giong ndi lich sur gia
tao va cai cach chiing t6i khong nhin vao mat nhau khi néi chuyén.

“Trude khi roi di, minh n6i minh khong nghi anh dy c6 thoi gian cho mdt mbi quan hé nghiém tic hon vao lic nay.”
“Thét sa0?” Mt Suze md to. “Cau da noi thdi sao?”

“minh khong dinh thé.” Gigng t6i lai li nhi nhur néi thAm. “Minh mudn néi anh 4y néi anh 4y c6 thoi gian. Nhung anh 4y chang n6i gi. Chuyén do... tht
khing khiép.”

“Oi, Bex.” Anh mt Suze dam dam nhin t6i sau cdc tra to kia. “Oi, Bex.”

“Khong sao ma,” t6i noi ¢b ging khong lac giong, “C6 I& nhur vy lai t6t hon ca.” Toi ubng mdt ngumtra va nhdm mét lai. “01 Chia o1, chuyén d6 that
tot. That qua t6t.” Toi im lang mot lat, dé cho hoi ndng bdc kén it cam thiy that thoai méi. Toi uong thém vai ngum nita 1o mo mét ra. “O My, ho
khong biét pha tra. Minh dén mot chd, va ho cho minh mdt... cde toan nurde ndng va mot goi tra dé nguyén trong tii. Va cai cde do trong sudt.”

“0.” Suze xi mit ra. “Chudi qua.” C6 Ay vdi tay iy mdt hop banh bich quy va 16i ra mily céi banh Hobnobs. “Dir sao thi ai can nude M§ chix?” ¢6 dy
manh me noi. “Y minh 13, moi nguoi déu biét truyeén hinh M 1a rac rudi. Caunén & lai day.”

“C6 18 vAy.” Toi nhin daim daim vao cdc tra mdt i, roi hit tho thélt siu v nging lén. “Cau biét khong, minh da nghi rit nhidu trén miy bay. Minh quyét
dinh s€ tao ra mdt budc ngodt thue sy trong cude doi. Minh s€ tap trung vao su nghiép, hoan thanh cudn sach, va phai rat rat tp chung... va chi...”

“Hay chimg minh cho bon ho thdy,” Suze hoan thanh ndt cdu ndi ctia toi.

“Chinh xac. hiy cho bon ho thiy.”

Thét ky di€u vi cam gide d& chiu khi vé nha lai lam tm trang t6i kha Ién nhiéu dén vay. Sau nira gio #ong hd va ba coc tra to, ti cam thiy tt hon ca
triéu lan. Toi thim chi cam thy kha thoai mdi khi k€ cho Suze vé New York va tit ca nhitng viéc minh da lam Khi t6i ke cho ¢6 ay ve vi€e di spa, va
chinh x4c ci chd ho mudn xim hinh pha I 1én trén thi c6 Ay cudi nic né dén ndi suyt nita thi sic.

“Nay,” t6i noi, mdt ¥ nghil chot thoang qua dau toi. “Cau an hét dong KitKat chwa?”

“Chua,” Suze ni, giui giui mit. “C6 vé nhur bon ching duroc tiéu thy théim hon khi cau di ving. Vay, me Luke da n6i gi? Ba ta c6 mubn xem két qua
khong?”” R6i 0 ay lai pha én cuoi.

“Tir tir d&, minh mubn Ky c4i ndy,” t6i n6i, va bt dau tién théng vé& phong Suze, noi cit giit nhitng thir kia.
“Thire ra thi...” Suze ndi, va tiéng curdi bdng tit im. “Khéng, dimng vao trong do.”

“Tai sao thé?”” t6i ndi, ngimg lai gi ngac nhién. “C6 céi gl & trong...” Toi tir tir dimg lai khi thiy hai ma Suze tmg hong. “Suze ny!” t6i ndi, nhe nhang i
lai khéi canh ctra. “Khong, C6 ai & trong d6 a?”

To6i nhin ¢6 4y cham chiip, va ¢b Ay quin chit cai vy ngil quanh ngudi nhu dé phong ma khong ndi gi ca.
“Minh khong thé tin duoc!” Giong t6i rit 1én day ngd vrc. “Minh moi di ra ngoai ¢ nam phit m cau da ¢ mdt tinh yéu cudng nhiét roi!”

Chuyén ndy lam t6i vui vé 1én rét nhiéu so v6i bat ky chuyén nio khéc. Khong gidng nhr viée nghe mot chuyén phiém théu dét dé lam cho minh phan
khich.



“D6 khong phai i mdt tinh yéu cudng nhiét!” Cudi cling Suze ciing Ién tiéng. “D6 khong phai 1 chuyén quan hé tinh 41.”

“Vay anh ta 1 ai? Minh ¢6 biét khong?”’

Suze nhin t6i dau don.

“Ok, chi viéc... Minh chic phai giai thich. Trude khi cau... cdu hiéu sai, hay...” C6 4y nhim mit lai. “Chia oi, viéc nay that kho khan.”
“Suze ndy, ¢6 chuyén gi khong 6n a?”

Bdng nhién c6 tiéng dong phét ra tir phong ngii ctia Suze va ca hai chiing ti nhin nhau chim chip.

“OK, nghe ndy. D6 chi a phit ndng ndi,” ¢ Ay voi va noi. “Chi ... mdt chuyén... bc ddng nht thoi, dai dot... Y minh 14...”

“Cé chuyén gi vdy Suze?”” T6i xi mit ra. “Oi Chia oi, khong phai d Nick ddy chi?”

Nick I ban trai cii ciia Suze, cai gi khong bao i thoi budn chén rdi lai say mém va d6 16i cho Suze. Mot con ac mong thire s, Nhung v t6i 1, ciing da
hang thang trude roi.

“Khong, khong phai i Nick. D6 k... Oi Chia oi.”
“Suze nay...”

“OK! Nhung céu phai hta...”

“Hira gi?”

“Htra s€ khong,.. phan Gng,”

“Tai sao minh lai phai phén (mg chir?” t0i noi, kh& cudi. “Y minh 14, minh khong phéi  ngurdi im ra vé doan trang kiéu cach ma. Chuyén ching ta dang
16i dén & day a...”

Giong toi tit dan khi canh ctra phong Suze mo6 ra - va d6 1 Tarquin, nhin khong € chit ndo, méc quéin au va 4o chui dau toi ting anh Ay.
“O1,” t6i ngac nhién ndi. “Em nghi anh sép thanh ban... m6i ctia Suze.”

T6i dirng lai nhin Suze va nhoén miéng cuoi.

Nhung c6 dy khong cudi lai. Co Ay cin mong tay, tranh anh mit ciia t6i... va hai mé ¢o 4y do dan, do dan lén.

Téi liéc nhin Tarquin - va anh dy ciing quay di chd khac.

Khong, Khong.

Khong phéi y c6 dy ...
Khong,

Nhung...

Khong,

Péu 6c t6i khong thé chiu ndi viée ndy nita. C6 céi gi do khong rd rang & day.

“Um, Tarquin ndy,” Suze cao giong, “Anh c6 thé di mua vai c4i banh stmg bo duroc khong?”

“0, trm... OK.,” Tarquin n6i, khong tur nhién im “Chao Becky.”

“Chao anh!” t6i néi. “Rat mimg vi... gip anh. Ao... dep déy!”

Can bép im king dén chét nguoi khi anh Ay di khoi, chi vang lai tiéng sap ctra ra vao. RO, tir tix, t0i quay ra nhin Suze.
Toi tham chi khong biét bat dau nhu thé ndo.

“Suze... vay ra d6 1a Tarquin.”



“U, minh biét,” ¢6 Ay n6i, nhin qua chd nu bép cham chu.

“Suze nay... c6 phai cau va Tarquin...”

“Khong!” ¢d y hét én, cir nhur thé vira bi bong viy. “Khong, tit nhién 1 khong! Chi la... ching t& chi...” C6 Ay dimg lai.
“Cac cau chi...” t6i khich I€.

“Mot hodc hai fan...”

Lai ngimg lai mdt ic au.

“Vo6i Tarquin,” t6i ndi, chi d8 chic chan.

“U.” ¢b 4y noi.

“Puge 101, 161 n6i, git dau nhur da hiu ra moi chuyén. Nhung miéng t6i nhur bi khau lai va t6i c6 thé cam thiy c6 gi d6 rit la thdi thic bén trong - nira
sOc, nira budn cudi nau rudt. Y t6i 1, Tarquin. Tarquin!

T6i bdng bat cudi va voi Ay tay che miéng,
“Ding cudil” Suze gao lén. “Minh biét 1 cau s& cudi ni!”

“Minh khéng cudil” t6i bao chita. “Minh nghi chuyén ndy rit tuyét!” Toi lai cudi néc Ién, va ¢ gid vo nhu minh dang ho. “xin 181! Xin 16i cau. Vay
chuyén d6 xay ra nhur thé nio?”

“Do 1 tai bixa tiéc ¢ Scotland!” cd dyrauri “Khong c6 ai khéc ngoai méy ba c6 gia ca. Tarquin i ngudi duy nhét 0 d6 dudi chin nlroiqm(;)i. Khong biét
lam sao... nhin anh ay hoan toan khac ANH ay méc chiéc’ 4o chui dau tuyét dep 91’Ja Paul Smith, ‘Vfi tg’)C anh ay nhln rat tuyét - C}'l’ nhu t[lé, d6 ¢o thuc su

la Tarquin khong nhi? Minh da hoan toan say xin - cdu bict chuyén ny xdy ra thé ndo véi minh r6i day. Va anh ay ¢ d6...” C0 ay lic dau vo vong. “Minh
khong biet. Anh ay nhur... 16t xac. Chi Chua moi biét chuyén d6 xay ra nhur thé nao!”

Im ling. Toi ¢ thé cam thiy mi minh dang d6 dan, do dan kén.

“Cau biét sao khong Suze,” cudi cling t6i ciing e then thii nhan. “Minh nghi d6 ¢6 thé ... 16 ctia minh.”

“Lbi ctia cau?” ¢ 4y ngng dau 1én nhin t6i chim chip. “Tai sa0?”

“Minh da dura cho anh dy c4i 4o chui dau. va lam cho anh 4y kiéu toc d6." Toi ngin ngai trude théi d¢ ciia 6 dy. “Nhung ¥ minh B, minh khong biét
chuyén nay lai dan dén... két cuc nhu thé ndy! Tat ca nhiing gi minh lam Ia tao cho anh ay mdt phong cach!”

“Um, cau s& phai giai thich nhiéu dy!” Suze gio Ién. “Minh cang thing im rdi. Minh chi nghil i, minh that a hw hong”

“Tai sa0?” ti ndi, it sang Ién. “Anh 4y da bét cau lam gi?”’

“Khong, dimg ngdc nhur vay chir! Boi vi bon minh ki anh em ho xa, nhung van...”

“0.” Toi xi mit ra - rOi nhn ra viée ndy khong phai hay ho im. “Nhung y minh 1, diéu d6 khong pham lut chir, phai khong?”
“Oi Chiia 0i, Bex!” Suze rén lén. “Viéc d6 am minh thay kha hon nhiéu dy.”

C6 4y cAm cdc tra cua t6i va cd Ay lén, mang ra chau rira bat, rdi bt dau mo voi nude.

o

“Minh chi khong tin duge ciu lai dang quan hé voi Tarquin!” t6i ndi.

“Bon minh khong quan h¢ voi nhau!” Suze hét Ién, ctr nhur thé t6i vira Bim c6 &y bong vay. “D6 moi  vén dé! ém qua 1 lin cudi ciing, Bon minh déu
thong nhat nhu thé. Chuyén d6 s€ khong bao gio xay ra nita. Khong bao gid. Va céu khong duge ndi voi ai.”

“Minh s& khong noi dau.”
“Khong, minh néi nghiém tiic ddy, Bex. Cau khong duoc ndi cho bét ky ai. Khoéng mot ail”
“Minh s& khong n6i ma! Minh hira ddy! Thuc ra...” t6i ndi, bt chot ¢ mdt y trdng moi. “minh c6 cai nay cho cau.”

Toi voi va di ra hanh lang, mé mdt trong hai cdi va li ra, va vo nhanh cdi tii dung d6 cua cira hiéu Kate's Paperie. Toi 1bi mot cai thiép trong dong d6 ra,
viet nguéch ngoac “Tang Suze, yéu cau. Bex’” vao bén trong, roi quay vao bép, dan cai phong bi lai.

“Céi ndy cho minh 4" Suze ngac nhién noi. “Céi gi thé?”



‘M0 n6 ra dil”

Co éy xé 16 ra, nhin vao birc anh c6 mdt d6i mdi bi kéo khoa lai, va doc to thong diép dugc in san:

Ban cling phong ndy - bi mit cua ban s& an toan khi trao cho t6i.

“Oi chao!” C6 4y ndi, mét mo to. “That qua tuyét! Cau da mua né sao? Nhung y minh ...” C6 Ay nhan niit. “Lam sao cu biét duoc minh ¢ bi mit?”
“Um.. chi 13 linh cam,” t6i n6i. “Cau biét ddy, gidc quan thir su ma.”

“Cau biét khong, Bex, viéc nay nhiic minh nhé ra,” Suze ni, bing qua biing lai cai phong bi.

Céu c6 kha nhiéu thu trong ltc di ving ddy.”

Q>

Toi qua simg gét khi nghe chuyén ctia Suze va Tarquin, va gan nhur quén mét moi thir. Nhung gior day sur kich dong vira lim cho tinh than t6i phan chdn
1én dang bat dau boc hoi dan. Khi Suze mang ra mot chong phong bi khong lay gi lam thén thién, bung t0i quén kn khochiu, va dot nhién t6i wdc da
khong bao gio trd vé nha. It nhat khi di vang, t61 khodn phai nghi ngoi gi vé viéc nay.

“U,” 161 n6i, cb ging giit giong binh than va kiém soat. Toi lat qua dong thur, thim chi khong hé ng6 qua ching - rdi it tit ca xudng. “Minh s& xem sau
vay. Khi no minh y lai tap trung hoan toan.”

“Bex ndy...” Suze xi nit ra. “minh nghi ciu nén md cai niy ra ngay bay giv.” C6 Ay voi iy chdng thur rdi 1i ra cai phong bi miu ndu voi dong chir PON
KIEN ¢ phia truéc.”

Toi nhln 16 chim chip, cam thiy nhuc nhd. Mot don kién. D6 1 sy that. Toi b kién ra toa. Toi cAm By c4i phong bi tir tay Suze, khong thé nhin vao nit
¢d 4y, va m no ra véi nhitng ngdn tay run rdy. T6i doc nhanh 1 thu ma khong n6i ning gi, cam giac 6n lanh chay doc xwong sdng mbi lic mot té tai. Toi
hoan toan khong thé tin nhiing ngwoi ndy lai thure s kién t6i ra toa. Y t6i 1, toa an chi danh cho toi pham. Nhu nhimg ké budn ma tuy va nhiing tén sat
nhan. Khong phdi danh cho nhitng ngudi chi ng vai cai hod don.

Toi nhét 14 thur vao lai phong bi rdi dat né 1én ké bép, tho gip.

“Bex ndy... cau dinh lam gi?”” Suze n6i, mim mdi. “Cau khong thé car tang 10 viéc d6 dugce.”

“Minh s& khong lam vy ma. Minh s& tra tién ho.”

“Nhung cdu ¢6 tra ndi khong?”’

“Minh phai tra thoi.”

Im ling, chi ¢6 tiéng nrée chay ti tach tir voi nurde lanh & bon rira bat. Toi ngang Ién thay khuon mét Suze day lo Fing,

“Bex ndy... hly dé minh cho c4u vay mot it tién. Hozic khong thi Tarkie. Anh 4y c6 thé d& dang xoay duoc tién.”

“Khong!” t6i n6i, cuong quyét hon ca giong n6i t6i dinh cét Ién. “Khéng, minh khéng mudn bat cir sy gitp d& ndo. Minh s&...” T6i vd vO nhe nhe kn
mét. “Minh s€ di gip gd & ngan hang. Hom nay. Ngay bay gio.”

Bong nhién toi quyet tama ky, ti thu don d6ng thr rdi tién vao phong minh. Toi khong dé tit ca chuyén nay ha guc minh d4u. Toi s& di rira mit, trang
diém mot chit va sap xép lai cude sdng cho diing trat tir ciia 6.

“Cau & n6i gi?”” Suze n6i, theo chan toi xudng hanh lang,

“Minh s& thanh thure giai thich cho anh ta hoan canh ctia minh, xin anh ta ting thém chit han mirc thau chi cho minh... rdi s& Iy tién vé. Minh s& c6 ging
doc lap va manh mg, va ty tin ding trén d6i chan ctia chinh minh.”

“TOt déy, Bex!” Suze n6i. “That sy rat tuyét! Doc 1ap va manh m. Didu do thyc su rat tuyét!”

C0 4y quan sat khi t6i ¢ ging mo cai va li voi doi tay run ray. Khi t0i cd gang dong cai chdt va li lai dén an thir ba thi c6 dy budc lai dét tay én canh tay
to1. “Bex ndy, cau c6 muon minh di cting khong?”

‘U, minh xin ciu ddy,” t6i ndi giong li nhi.

Suze khong dé ti di dau ca cho dén khi ti ngdi xuéng udng vai ly brandy dé ¢ duoc can dam ciia ngudi Ha Lan. Roi 6 4y ndi vdi toi rang hom trude
¢d ay doc mot bai bao noi rang vii khi tot nhat khi di thwong Iuwong 14 ngoai hinh ctia ban - vi thé t6i phai chon bd trang phuc di gap John Gavin thét ki

cang. Ching toi di dén i quén 40 va cudi cling chon ra duge mdt cai chin vay mau den, tron, va mdt cai 4o len dan mau xam, cai nay toi dang tir hoi
khong biét c6 “dam bac, nghiém trang, va dimg dan” qua khong, Roi cd dy phai chon b trang phuc ctia “ngurdi ban thau hiéu va luén ting ho™ cho chinh



minh (mdt c4i quin mau xanh nude bien va mdt céi 4o so' mi trang). Khi ching t6i chuan b di thi Suze quyét dinh néu vige niy chéing c6 ich g thi ching
i ¢6 the ga gam tan tinh 6ng ta, vi the ca hai ching ti s& méic nhimg bo do 16t that sexy. Roi t6i nhin minh trong guong va dot nhién nhan thay minh
trong qua buon té. Vi the t6i nhanh chong thay chice 4o len dan mau hong nhat, dieu d6 dong nghiia véi viée t61 phai thay doi mau son.

Cubi cling ching tbia khoi nha va di dén chi nhénh Fulham ctia ngan hang Endwich. Khi ching t0i buéc vao, trg Iy cii ctia Derck Smeath, Frica Parnell
dang huéng dan mot cap trung nién. Chi t61 voi ban biét thoi nhé, ¢6 ta va t6i chua bao gio thure sy hoa hop. Toi khong nghif ¢6 ta ¢6 the cur xir nhur
ngudi binh thudng - 1an ndo gap t6i cling thay cd ta di d6i giay mau xanh nude bien do.

“0, xin chao,” ¢d Ay n6i, ném cho i c4i nhin khong thich thu gi. “C6 mudn gi vay?”

“Toi mudn gip ong John Gavin,” t6i n6i, ¢ ging t ra diém nhién. “Ong 4y c6 ranh khong?”

“Toi khong nghi vdy,” ¢ ta lanh Ring d4p. “Néu khong hen trude.”

‘Um.. vay ¢d ¢ thé kiém tra lai duoc khong?”

Erica dao mit nhin quanh.

“Poi mdt chitt,” ¢o ta ndi rdi bién mat sau canh ctra ¢6 chit “Ban.”

“Chua 0i, ¢ day moi ngudi that kinh khing!” Suze 161, tira vao vachnganbangklrh “Khi minh di gip giam doc ngin hang ctia minh, 6ng 4y dua cho
minh mdt ly ruou vang Tay Ban Nha va hoi tham vé gia dinh minh. C4u biét khong, Bex, minh thuc sur nghil cdu nén chuyén sang ngan hang Coutts.”

“7, duge.” t6i ndi. “C6 thé.”

Toi cam thay hoi bér} chon khi xem qua d6ng to roi quang c4o vé dich vu bao hiém T6i dang nhd lai nhitng gi Derek Smeath n6i John Gavin 1 ngudi
khat khe va cimg nhac nhur thé nao. Oi Chiia o1, con nhé 6ng ban gia Smeathie qua.

Oi Chtia 0i, con nhé Luke qua.

Cam gidc ndy nhur biia ta ddp vao dau toi. K& tir lic quay vé tir New York t0i da ludn ¢6 giing khong nghi vé anh. Toi uéc duge théy anh nhin minh nhu
ngay xua trude khi moi chuyén bi phd hdng. Vi nu cudi thoang tinh nghich ay trén khudn mét, va vong tay anh siét chit quanh toi.

Toi ban khoan tur hoi lic nay anh dang lam gi. T6i ban khoan tw hoi cac cude hop ciia anh dién ra thé ndo.

“Haly di 10i ndy,” giong Erica Parnell cAt vang, va dau t6i nging lén. Cam thiy hoi mét, t6i di theo ¢0 ta xudng mot c4i hanh lang duge tréi théim mau xanh,
vao trong mdt can phong nho lanh 18o c6 k& mdt cai ban va cac ghe€ nhua. Khi canh ctra khép lai phia sau lung c6 ta, Suze va t6i nhin nhau.

“Ching ta c6 nén chay tron khong?” t6i noi, giong nira dua nira that.

“Chéc s& 6n ca thoil” Suze dap. “Co 18 6ng ta tur nhién lai cuc ky tir t8! Cau biét khong, cai lan bd me t6 thué 6ng am virdn ndy, 6ng ta ¢6 vé rat coc
can - nhung roi nha t& phat hién ra 6ng ay nudi mt con tho! Va khi do, ong ay c6 vé hoan toan khac...”

C6 4y ngimg ndi khi canh clra md ra va mot g khoang ba muroi tudi budc vao. Ga ndy c6 mai toc den mong, méc bd com I xdu xi, tay cammdt coc
nhya dung ca phé.

Trong gi ching c6 vé gi s& s& hiru mdt tinh cach than thién. Bdng nhién t6i udc ching toi da khong dén day.

“Puoc 161, gi nhén it ndi. “Toi khong c6 thdi gian ca ngiy dau. Ai trong sb hai ngudi i Rebecca Bloonwood?”

Cai cach nm gi ndi nghe nhur thé gi dang hoi ai trong hai ching t6i 1 ngudi da non lén tim tham vay.

“Um. toi day,” t6i lo Eing noi.

“Con déy I ai?”

“Suze l...”

“ngudi ctia ¢0 dy,” Suze tyr tin n6i. “Toi i ngudi ctia ¢6 dy.” C6 Ay nhin quanh phong “Anh ¢ rrou vang Tay Ban Nha khong?”

“Khong,” John Gavin ndi, nhin Suze nhur thé ¢ 4y 1 mot ké khing vay. “Toi khong co nrou d6. Vay cac ¢ dén day lam gi?”

“OK, Trudc tién,” t6i lo king néi, “t6i c6 mang dén cho anh mot thir.” T6i huc tii xéch ctia minh dura cho i nity mdt ci phong bi cia cira hiéu Kate's
Paperie.

D6 1 ¥ clia riéng t6i, dua cho anh ta mt thr gi d6 xinh xin dé phé v&r khoang céch. Sau d6 chi can cur xir that lich s. Va & Nhit, day a céch nguoi ta
lu6n tién hanh cac phi vy lam an.



“Pay [ mot tim séc 42" John Gavin n6i.

“Um.. khong,” t61 n6i, hoi dé mit. “D6 B mot... mdt tim thiép am béng tay.”

John Gavin nhin t6i, ri xé c4i phong bi d6 va 16i ra mdt céi thiép in chit mau bac véi nhimg céi 1bng vii miu hdng déan vao céc goc.
Bay gid khi nhin k¥ n6, t6i nghi Ié ra nén chon mdt cai dd nit tinh hon céi ndy.

Hoic khong thi ching mang cai ndo dén ca. Nhung n6 dudng nhu qua hoan héo cho dip nay.

Ngudi ban cta t6i - t6i biét minh da i nhiéu sai lAm, nhung ching ta c6 thé 1am lai tir dau dwoc khong?

John Gavin doc mit cach day ngd vre. Ga 1t n6 Jai, cir nhur dang nghi ngd ¢6 mdt trd diia ndo d6. “C6 da mua cai ndy 42

“N6 dep, ding khong?” Suze néi. “Anh c6 thé mua nd & New York.”

“T6i hiéu roi. Toi s& ghi nhé diéu do trong dau.” Ga dat cai thiép 1én ban va tit ca ching t6i déu nhin nd. “Cé Bloonwood ndy, vy chinh xdc hom nay
c6 dén day c6 viéc gi?”’

“Ding thé!” 161 n6i. “Vang, Nhur cai thiép ciia t6i da n6i rd, t6i nhan thirc dugc ring t6i da...” tdi nghen ngio. “C6 1§ da khong I mot khach hang hoan
héo... ly twong. Tuy nhién, toi tu tin rang, chiing ta cé thé hop tdc nhur nguoi trong mot nhdm va udn gitr duogce hoa khi.”

Tir ndly dén gior 1 ot rdi. Toi da hoc thude long cai mau wira rdi ddy.
“Nghia 42" John Gavin hoi.

Toi héing giong. “Uim... do hoan cénh vurot qua kha néing kiém sodt cta toi, gin ddy t0i nhén théty minh dang & trong tinh trang... réc rdi nho nhd vé tai
chinh. Vi vy i bin khodn khong biét liéu anh ¢ thé tam thoi...”

“San long...” Suze noi thém.
“Sén long... ¢6 1€ nang thém han mirc thAu chi cta ti mot chit duge khong, chi la... chi la tamthoi...”
“Thién chi...” Suze xen vao.

“Thién chi.. tam thoi... chi trong ngéin han. Purong nhién viée hoan tra lai trong thoi gian sém nhét 1 hoan toan khé thi va chic chin I vay.” Toi dimg 10,
13 Iy lai hoi.

“C5 noi xong chua?”’ John Gavin hoi, khoanh hai tay trude nguc.

“Um... vang,” T6i nhin Suze dé khing dinh lai. 'Vang, ching t6i ndi xong roi.”

Chuing t6i im king trong khi John Gavin g5 g6 céi but bi Ién mit ban. Roi gi nging Ién noi, “Khong,”

“Khong?”” T6i bdi r6i nhin g ta. “Chi n6i... khong thdi sao?””

“Chi la khong.” Ga ddy cai ghé ra sau. “Vay cac cd thir 16i cho t6i..”

“Anh mu6n ndi gi, khong 42" Suze n6i. “Anh khong thé chi ndi khong nhur thé! Anh phéi can nhéc giita duoc va mét chir!”
“T6i da can nhéc giira duoc va mét rdi,” John Gavin n6i. “Khong duoc gi ca.”

“Nhung day Ia mdt trong nhirg khach hang quan trong nht ctia anh!” Gigng Suze it Ién trong tuyét vong. “Déy la Rebecca Bloonwood ndi tiéng trén
truyen hinh, nguoi s€ c6 mot sy nghi€p hoanh trang va thanh cong ruc 1d ¢ phia trurde!”

“PAy i Rebecca Bloomwood, nguoi da sau lan xin nang thém han mirc tin dung trong niim vira qua,” John Gavin n6i voi giong rit kho chiu. “Va 1 ngudi
hét 1n ndy dén 1an khac khong kiém soét nbi viéc tiéu tién trong dinh mirc cho phép. Pay 1 Rebecca Bloomwood, ngudi da khong ngung noi ddi, ngudi
da khong ngimg ln tranh céc bubi hen gip, ngwroi da cur xtr gan nhu khong hodic khong mdt chut ndo tn trong dbi véi nhitng nhén vién ngan hang, va
ngudi duong nhur ¢6 suy nghi ring tét ca ching toi & day chi dé thoa méin cho con khat gidy dép ciia ¢6 ta. T6i da nhin vao ho so ctia ¢b, ¢d Bloonmwood
a. Toi thdy 16 hinh anh do.”

Imnhur 0. T6i ¢6 thé cam thiy ma minh dang néng dan, néng dan 1én va t6i c6 cam giac khing khiép ring c6 thé t6i s& khoc.

“Toi khong thé nghi anh lai qué déng dén vay!” Suze gidn dit n6i. “Becky vira tréi qua mdt khoéng thoi gian t0i t¢! Anh 6 mudn bi béo 1 cai dura tin nhue
vay khong? Anh c6 muon bi ai d6 bam dudi khong?”’

“0, 61 hiéu roi!” Giong g ta phang phét thai d6 mia mai. “C6 dang mong t6i s& thirong cam cho ¢6 sao?”



“Ding thé!” t6i n6i. “Khong. Khong hin nhur vay. Nhung t6i nghi anh nén cho t6i mdt co hdi.”
“C6 nghi t6i nén cho c¢6 mdt co hdi sao? VAy ¢ lim gi dé ximg déng c6 mdt co hoi nira chir?”
G fic d4u va rdi im king

.....

dl.”

“Kia, trong nay khong phai rét néng sao?”” Suze dot nhién ndi giong khan khan. C6 dy cdi a0 khoac, hét toc ra phia sau, va dira tay vudt ma. “Toi cam
thiy thue sur... nong. Anh c6 cam thiy nong khong John?”

John Gavin nhin ¢6 4y gian di.
“Chinh x4c c6 mudn giai thich cai gi v6i ti ha c6 Bloomwood?”

“Um Chéng I t6i thure sur mudn giai thich rd rang moi chuyén,” toi ndi, giong run rdy. “Anh biét ddy, t6i thure sy mudn xoay chuyén moi viée. Toi mudn
tu dirng trén doi chan cta minh, va...”

“Tyr dmg trén d6i chan ctia minh sa0?”” John Gavin cit ngang thd bao. “C6 goi viéc xin vay thém tién tir ngan hang 14 't dimg trén d6i chan ctia chinh
minh' sao? Néu c6 thue sy dang dirng trén doi chan ctia minh thi ¢d ding mac thém khoan thau chi ndo nita. Bén lic ndy 1& ra ¢d nén c6 mdt it tai san
101! L& ra nguoi nhu ¢d khong phai dé t6i noi the chir!”

“T6i... toi bict,” ti noi, giong nhur tham thi. “Nhung thyre té 14, t6i d thau chi. Va t6i chi nghi...”

“C6 nghi cai gi? Ring ¢ ddc biét a? Réng c6 1 ngoai 16 boi vi ¢6 xudt hién trén truyén hinh 4? Ring nhitng quy dinh thong thudng khong 4p dung v6i co
a? Rang ngan hang no tién c6 chac?”

Giong anh ta nhur xody vao du toi v bong nhién t6i cam thiy mudn v tan ra.

“Khong!” t6i gao Ién. “T61 khong nght thé. Toi khong nghi bt ky diéu gi nhur thé. Toi biét minh da ngu ngde, va t6i biét minh da sai. Nhung t6i nghi moi
ngudi d6i khi cling méc sai JAm.” Toi th sau.

Anh biét ddy, néu anh Xem cac tap ho s0, anh s& thay t0i da thanh toan hét cac khoan thau chi. Va toi da thanh toan hét cac hoa don mua hang Va OK,
01 lai ng. Nhung t6i s& b gang giai quyét - vay ma tit ca nhimg viéc anh ¢6 thé lam ... nhao bang toi. Puoc roi, tot m. Toi s& ty giai quyét moi viee
ma khong can nho sy gitip do cua anh. Pindo, Suze.”

Hoi lao dao, ti tir dimg vitng lai. Mt t6i d6 1én nhung t6i s& khong khoc trude mit g3 ta. Mot s quyét tim ghé gdm trao dng trong toi, nhur tiép thém
strc manh khi t6i quay ra nhin vao nit ga.

“Ngan hang Endwich - béi ching t6i quan tm,” t6i ndi.

Im king hdi Au va cing thing, Roi, khong n6i gi thém, t6i mo cira budc ra.

Khi ching t6i di bo v& nhd, 10 cam thiy tran ddy quyét tim Toi s& cho han thy. Toi s& kiém thém viée bdi ban, ¢d & thé. Hofic t0i c6 the nd luc hét
strc dé€ hoan thanh cuon sach huéng dan. Toi s€ lam ra nhicu tién nhat va nhanh nhét trong kha néng cta minh. Va r6i t6i s& dén ngan hang d6 voi mot
tam séc khong 10, ném nd trude mit han ta, va noi giong day pham cach nlung chua cay rang...

“Bex nay?” Suze nim ly canh tay t0i - va t6i nhan ra minh dang di qua nha chiing toi.

“Cau 6n chr?” Suze ndi khi md cira cho hai chiing t6i vao. “Thanh that d6 1a mot tén khén.”

“Minh 6n ma,” t6i n6i, vénh mit kén. “Minh s& cho hén biét. Minh s& tra hét cac khoan chi troi. Ctr doi ddy. Minh s& cho tit ca bon ho thiy.”
“Tuyét!” Suze n6i. C Ay ciii xudng nhit cai thur & tham cira lén.

“Cho cau ndy,” ¢d Ay noi. “Tir churong trinh Morning Coffee!"

“To ril” Khi mor phong bi, t6i cam thiy mdt luong hy vong kom lao. C6 1& ho moi t6i am mdt cong viée m6il Mot vie @i do huong thit cao, dii dé tra
ngay hét cac khoan ng ctia t6i. Co 1€ ho da sa thai Emma va t6i s€ theé cho ¢ ta vdi vai trd ngudi dan chinh! Hodc c6 thé...

Oi Chtia oi. Oi Chia oi, khong,
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Chuong 14

VAINGAY SAU PO, 6i khong ra khoi nha. Toi khong tra i dién thoai, ciing khong néi chuyén voi bat ky ai. Téi cam thiy toan thén dau nhire, cir
nhur thé anh mét ctia moi ngurdi, hay nhitng cau hdi cua h, hay thim chi ca anh nang mit troi ciing c6 thé lam toi dau. Toi can & trong bong 61, mdt minh.
Suze da den Milton Keynes cho dot siéu khuyeén mai va cude hdi thao vé marketing voi Harleys, vi the chi con minh t6i trong cén hd. T6i goi mon an o
ngoai, uong hai chai ruou trang va chua mdt 1an ci bo pyjama ctia minh ra.

Khi Suze quay v, t6i dang ngdi trén san nha phong khach noi ¢6 4y da dé t6i lai mot minh, vo hdn nhin vao tivi va nhét miy c4i banh KitKat vao miéng
“Chtia 01, c6 4y néi, danh roi ca tii xach xudng san nha. “Bex ndy, cu 6n chir? L& ra minh khong nén dé cau lai mot minh.”

“Minh 6n!” t6i n6i, ngéng Ién va ¢ ép khudn mit chét cimg ctia minh nhoén curdi. “Bubi hi thao ban hang thé nao?”

“Um.. n6 thure syr rit t6t, thue su,” Suze n6i va t0 ra bi rdi. “Moi ngudi khong ngimg chiic mirng minh viée cic khung anh ciia minh dang duoc ban ra.
Ho déu biet dén minh! Ho da thuyet trinh v& cac mau mi mdi clia minh, va moi ngudi thich ching...”

“Thét qué tuyét voi, Suze a,” t6i n6i, va tién lai gin ndm chit tay c6 4y. “Cau xtng dang duoc nhu vay.”

“Um Cau biét ddy.” C6 Ay mim mdi - rdi cAmmdt chai rurou da can sach tir san nha va dt n6 1én ban.

“Vay... Luke co goi dién khong?” ¢6 dy do du hoi

“Khong,” t6i ndi sau mdt hdi im king, “khéng, anh Ay khong goi.” T6i nhin Suze, 1di quay di chd khac.

“Céu dang xem gi th82” ¢6 4y noi khi t6i miu quang cao ctia Diet Coke.

“Minh dang xem chwrong trinh Morning Coffee,” t6i n6i. “Sép c6 kich ban tur van tai chinh.”

“Céi gi?”” Mt Suze nhén lai khé chiu. “Bex ndy, bon minh chuyén kénh khéac di.” C6 4y vai tay ly cai diéu khién tir xa nhung t6i chop ly nd.
“Ding!” t6i ndi, nhin chim chip vao cai nin hinh. “Minh mudn xem no.”

Tiéng nhac quen thudc ctia churong trinh Morning Coffee vang 1én khi biéu turong db hoa cdc ca phé ciia chirong trinh xuét hién va bién mit dan. “Xin
chao!” Emma vui vé ndi va nhin vao ong kinh.

“Chao mirng trd lai voi chuyén muc ctia ching to1. Va bay gio' cho phép chiing t6i gidi thiéu chuyén gia tai chinh mdi, Clare Edwards!”

T6i nhin chim chip vao khu6n mit quen thude cva Clare, cam giac nhyc nhd lan toa khéip ngudi. Khi ho quay gin c6 ta, t6i da séc dén mirc d6 ca ca
phé vao tay. Bay gio n6 van con dau.

“Clare Edwards 1 ai vay?”” Suze ndi, ghét cay ghét déing nhin chim chiip vao man hinh.

“Minh da timg m viéc véi ¢b ta & td Successful Saving,” t6i n6i, dau khong nhiic nhich. “C6 ta da timg ngdi canh minh.”

May quay lia rong dé chiéu 1o Clare, dang ngdi trén chiéc ghé sofa dbi dién voi Emma, dang nhin khong chdp nit.

“Trong c6 ta khong c6 vé gi thu vi ca,” Suze ndi.

“Vay Clare nay,” Emna vui vé n6i. “Triét Iy co ban ctia ¢6 vé tai chinh 1 gi?”

“C ¢6 khau hiéu nad khong?”” Rory vui vé chen ngang,

“T6i khong tin vao cac khau hiéu,” Clare néi, nhin Rory véi anh méit khong tan thanh. “Tai chinh c4 nhan khong phai 1 mdt vén dé tam thuong”
“Ding thé!” Rory n6i. “Tat nhién khong phéi vay roi. Um.. vay - chi c6 1i khuyén ndo quan trong cho nhitng ngudi ¢6 ¥ dinh tiét kiém khong, Clare?”

“T6i khong tin vao nhimg nhan dinh khai quat phii phiém va sai lac,” Clare noi. “Tét ca cc nha dau tw nén chia khoan von ctia minh thanh nhiéu phén dé
dau tu sao cho phut hop véi nhitng yéu cau ca nhén va tinh trang thué ctia ho.”

“Chéic chén rdil” Emma ndi sau mot quing im king. “Ding, Puoc rdi - bay gio ching ta s& tré 11 dién thoai chir? C6 Mandy goi dén tir Norwich.”

Khi ngudi goi diu tién dwoc ndi méy thi chudng dién thoai trong phong khéch ctia ching t6i ciing reo.



“Al6?” Suze ndi, nhic dién thoai lén va giam tiéng tivi nho lai. “O, chio bac Bloonwood. Bac c6 mudn ndi chuyén voi Becky khong a?”

C6 Ay nhudn may voi t6i va toi nhan nyit lai. Toi chi moi n6i chuyén qua véi b me t6i ké tir khi toi quay lai Anh. Ho biét toi s& khong chuyén di New
York nita - nhung d6 1a tat ca nhirng gi t6i ndi véi ho tir d6 dén nay. T6i khong con mit mii no ma ndi voi hg moi chuyén xay ra khing khiép nhur the
nao nira.

“Becky con yéu, me vira xem chirong trinh Morning Coffee!” Me t6i noi. “Céi co gii kia dang im gi thé, dura ra 16i khuyén vé tai chinh sao?””

‘Khéng,.. khong sao ma me, me dung lo léng!” t01 ndi, cam théy cac ngodn tay nim chit thoc sdu vao long ban tay. “Ho chi... ho chi moi c6 ta khi con di
vang thoi.”

“U. L& ra ho nén chon ai d6 kha hon thé. C6 ta ¢ b mit dau khd qua con nhi?” Giong ba nghen lai. “Céi gi vy Graham? BS con noi, it nhét ¢ ta cing
chi ra con da lam tot theé nao. Nhung chic chan bay gio con da vé, ho cd thé dé ¢ ta di chua?”

“Con khong nghi moi viéc don gian vy dau a,” toi n6i sau mot hdi im lang. “Céc ban hop déng va... moi thir.”
“Vay khi ndo con Ién hinh trd lai? Béi vime biét Janice s& lai hoi”

“Con khong biét me a,” t6i khd so n6i. “Me nghe néy, con phai di bay gid, duoc khong a? C6 ai d6 dang chd & cira. Nhung con s& goi lai cho me
I]@'y!”

Toi dat méy xudng, By tay om mt.

“Minh phéi lim gi dy?” t6i tuyét vong hoi. “Minh phai lam gi ha Suze? Minh khong thé néi véi ho Ja minh da bj sa thai. Minh khong thé lam vay.” Tuyét
vong, nudc mat toi chay tran hai khoé nmit.

“Ho rét tyr hao vé minh. Va minh khong thé dé ho thit vong duoc.”

“Cau khong dé ho that vong ma!” Suze cdi lai. “d6 khong phai la 18i ctia c4u khi cai chwong trinh Morming Coffee ngu ngde d6 da cur xir thai qua. Va
minh cuge A ho dang hoi han. Y minh 13, hiy nhin ¢6 ta di!”

C6 4y bt to tiéng tivi én va giong Clare go kn cimg nhéic khiip céin phong. “Nhing ngudi khong ¢ kha néing ty lo cho thi ky nghi huu cta minh thi
chang khac nao nhiing con dia dang hut mau tat ca chung ta.”

“Toi mudn ndi,” Rory tiép tuc. “Noi nhur thé khong phai qua cay nghiét sao?”
“Y minh 4, hdly nghe ¢ ta ndi dil” Suze néi. “C5 ta thét kinh khing,”

“C6 I8 vay,” t6i dap sau mdt hdi im king, “Nhung ngay ca khi tong ¢d ¢6 ta thi ho ciing khong bao gio bao minh quay lai. Nhur vy ching khéc ndo ho
noi ho da sai.”

“Ho da sai!”

Chudng dién thoai reo 1én va c6 4y nhin t6i. “Cau & nha hay ra ngoai?”

“Ra ngoai. Va ciu khong biét lic ndo minh s& vé.”

“OK...” C6 4y cam dién thoai Ién. “Alo. Xin 16i, Becky dang ra ngoai.”

“Wendy nay, chi da méc hét sai lin nay dén sai lim khac,” Clare Edwards n6i trén nin hinh.

“Chi chura bao o nghe dén tai khoan tién giri u? Ma chi lai di thé chip nha dé mua thuyén budn vay...”

“Khong, t6i khong biét khi ndo c6 4y s& quay lai,” Suze n6i. “C6 cd mudn toi ghi lai i nhdn khong?” C6 Ay cam bit Ién va bét dau viét. “Ok... dugc
r0i... vang, Vang, t6i s&€ ndi lai vdi c6 ay. Camon.”

“Vay,” t6i n6i khi c6 Ay dat may xudng. “Ai goi thé?”

Toi biét thit ngbe nhung khi ngéc 1én nhin ¢6 4y, khong khong thé khong cam thiy mot tia hy vong 4m ap ndo d6. C6 & d6 1a nha san xuit ctia mot
chuong trinh khac. C6 I€ ai d6 mudn dé nghi t6i c6 chuyén myc riéng. C6 1€ do 1a John Gavin goi d€ xin 10 va d¢ nghi cap cho t61 han mirc thau chi
khong gi6i han va mien phi 1ai suat vay. Co 1§ d6 Ia mdt cude dién thoai s€ lam cho moi viée tot dep trd lai.

“Do 1a Mel. Tro Iy cua Luke.”

“0.” Téi nhin c6 4y cham chip day lo sg. “C6 Ay mudn gi?”

“R6 rang . mot buu kién ndo d6 duge giri dén vin phong cia c6 4y, dé tén cau. Tir M. Tir cira hiéu sach Barnes & Noble.”



Toi nhin 6 &y cham chiip vO hon - 16i, bdng nhién t6i nhd ra c4i an dén cira hang séch Barnes & Noble cing voi Luke. Toi da mua mdt chong sach anh,
va Luke da goi y tdi giri chiing bang hoa don cong ty thay vi viée tha 161 chiing khap noi. Méi vady ma cam giac nhur 3 hang tri€u nam tr6i qua.
“U, minh biét n6 1 gi rdi.” Toi ngn ngai. “CH 4y... c6 nhéc dén Luke khong?”

“Khong” Suze noi day thong cam. “C6 dy chi n01 hay ghé qua bét ctr lic ndo cau mubn. Va cd 4y ndi thure syr rat tiéc vi moi chuyén xay ra voi cau.. va
néu cau mudn néi chuyén thi ctr goi cho c6 dy.”

“U.” Toi khom vai, 6m gdi, va bat tivi to lén.

Vai ngdy sau do, t0i din long khong di dau ca. Toi thyre sy khong mudn miy cudn sach d6 nira. Va toi khong thé chiu noi y nghi s di vao do - ddi mat
Vi tat cd nhitng cai nhin soi moi tir nhan vién ctia Luke ma van ngang cao dau vo nhu moi viée van on.

Nhung dan dén t6i bit dau nghil mubn gip Mel. C6 4y 1 nguoi duy nhét biét rat 16 vé chuyén Luke ma i c6 thé ndi chuyén, va s& rat vui néu duoc trai

1ong vai cb Ay. Hon nira, 6 4y co thé da nghe duoc tin gi do vé viéc lam an & M. Toi biét Luke va t6i dd hoan toan cit dirt, toi biét chuyén d6 ching
con lién quan gi dén minh nita. Nhung t61 khong theé khong quan tim dén vi€e anh c6 gianh duge hop dong hay khong,

Vi vay bon ngay sau, khoang 6 g10’ t01 di bo cham rai den cua Tap doan Brandon Comrmmcatlons t1mt01 dap thinh thich. That may 1 mén ngu01 gac cu:a

ghethamcuamrh

Toira khmtlnngmayotangmm va that ngac nhién, khong c6 ai 6 ban 1€ tan. That la. T6i doi vai gidy nita - tha thanqua ban I8 tan rdi di xudng hanh
lang chinh. T6i budc tir tir xudng timg bac - va it toi bdng nhin nhé kho hiéu. C6 c4i gi @6 khong 6n & ddy. C6 cai gi rat khac.

That qua yén tinh. Ca noi nay nhu chét ling. Khi t6i nhin khéip luot van phong chia nl}iéu vach ngn, hdu hét céc ghé déu khong c6 ai ngdi. Khong ¢6
tiéng chudng dién thoai reo; khong co ai di di lai lai; khong c6 cude tranh ludn ndo dien ra.

Chuyén gi dang xay ra viy? Chuyén gi xiy ra v6i bau khong khi vén nio nhiét & Brandon vay? Chuyén gi xay ra voi cong ty clia Luke vay?

Toéi di qua chd may pha ca phé, hai g3 t6i ngo ngo dang dimg d6 n6i chuyén voi nhau. Mot ngudi c6 thai do cau kinh, cin nhan va ngudi kia dong tinh -
nhung 61 khong thé nghe tlﬁy ho n6i gi. Khi t6i lai gin, ho lap tirc im king. Ho nam cho t6i nhitng céi nhin soi moi rdi iéc mét voi nhau va di khéi, rdi ho
bt dau n6i chuyén lai, nhung 1in ndy giong nho hon.

Toi khong thé tin day lai | Tap doan Brandon Communications. Cam gidc V& noi nay hoan toan khac. Gibng nhur mot cong ty can kiét strc song, noi
khong ai quan tam t6i viéc ho dang lam gi. T61 di dén ban ctia Mel - va giong nhur tat ca nhiing nguoi khac,cd dy da vé nha nghi toi. Mel, nguoi thuong
ngay van ¢ lai it nhat dén bay gio, gio da lay mdt ly ruou va di thay do trong toa 1ét cho mdt budi toi tuyét voi ma c6 da Ién ke hoach.

Toi lyc tim quanh bén dudi ghé ciia 6 Ay cho dén khi tim thiy g6i buu kign d& tén t0i, va viét nguéch ngoac kén mdt tor gidy nhéic viée. Roi o1 dimg ddy,
om chat géi buu kién ndng, tu nh t6i da lay dugc thir t6i muon dén lay. Bay gio t6i nén di. Khong con gi gitt t6i lai nita.

Nhung thay vi bude di khoi ddy, t6i dung chét Eing. Nhin ddm dam vao canh cira phong déng kin ctia Luke.

Phong lam viéc ctia Luke. C6 I& trong d6 ¢6 fax anh giri vé. Céc tin nhin vé tién trién cong viée & New York. Co I co catin nhén vé t6i. Khi nhin vao
también go phang li trong rong trude nit, toi cd cam giac nhur cai gi d6 manh me théi thiic minh bude vao tim hiéu.

Nhung 10i - chinh xac t0i s& lam gi? Xem qua céc hd so ciia anh 42 Nghe cac tin nhén trén hop thu thoai ctia anh a? Y 6 14, chuyén gi xay ra néu tdi b
bat qua tang?

Toi dimg d6, giting xé - biét ring t6i thure sy khong dinh di va oluc loi dd ctia anh, nhung lai khong thé bude chan di - rdi dot nhién t6i do nguoi vi sbe.
Tay nam clra phong anh bat dau xoay.

O, chét tiét. Chét tiét. C6 ai d6 & trong phong! Ho dang dira!

Trong mot phit hoang hét tot do, t6i nhin thiy minh dang nip xuéng khuét tAm nhin sau chiéc ghé tura ciia Mel. Khi cudn tron ngudi lai nhu mdt vién bi,
i cam thay thure sur so haii, giong nhur dira tré con dang choi tro tron tim. Toi nghe thiy giong n6i nao d6 tham thi - roi canh ctra bat mo tung va ai do
budc ra. Tir vi tri thuan loi ctia minh, tat ca nhitng gi toi thay la mt phu ni¥, va ¢6 ta dang di mdt doi giay moi hiéu Chanel chédc phai ngon dén bom tan
tien. Theo sau c0 ta I hai d6i chin nam gi6i, va ba nguoi bt dau di xuong hanh lang. Toi khong thé chiu dyoc viée thap tho sau cai ghe - va tat nhién la
the. D6 1a Alicia Quy cai Chan dai, voi Ben Bridges va mit gi kha quen nhung t6i khong thé dinh hinh dugc.

Buoc, t61 doan viée do ciing ding thoi. C6 ta phu trach trong khi Luke di ving Nhung ¢ ta ¢6 phai chiém phong lm viée ciia Luke khong? Y t6i 1,
sao ¢ ta khong dung phong hop ay?

“Xin 161 vi ching ta lai phai gip nhau ¢ ddy,” t6i c6 thé nghe thiy c6 ta ndi thé. “Hién nhién lan t6i s& 3 ¢ s6 17 phd King.”

Ho tiép tuc n6i chuyén cho t6i khi dén thang méy va bién mét. Nhung khi canh ctra thang méy mo ra, chi c6 gi dan 6ng nhin quen quen kia di vao va mot
lat sau, Alicia va Ben quay trd lai phong lam viéc ctia Luke.

“Emse ]éy m?iy tai liéu d6,” Alicia ndi, va bitoc vao phong lam viéc ctia Luke, dé ctra mo. Trong khi d6, Ben di tha thin quanh céi binh nuéc, An it Jul



d6 trén dong hd deo tay va nhin cham chi vio cai man hinh bé i xiu.

Chuyén nay thét kinh khing! Toi bi nhdt & day cho dén khi ho dikhoi Déu gdi t6i bét dau dau va t6i c6 cam gidc khing khiép ring néu minh di chuyén
dur chi mbt phén thoi, mdt trong céi céi dAu gbi s& kéu ring rc. Chuyén gi s xay ra néu Ben va Alicia & lai ddy ca dém? Chuyén gi s& xay ra néu ho
dimg gin ban Am viéc ctia Mel? Chuyén gi s& xay ra néu ho 4u yém nhau trén ban lam viée ctia Mel?

“Ok,” ALicia n6i, dot nhién xuat hién & cira phong. “Em nghi xong viéc rdi. Cude hop tt dep, em nghi thé.”

“Anh doan thé.” Ben ngang Ién khoi cai dong hd deo tay. “Em ¢ nghil Frank dting khong? Em c6 nghi anh ta ¢6 thé s& kién khong?”

Frank! Tat nhién roi. Ga kia 1 Fran Harper. Ga phu trach vé truyén thong ctia Ngan hang London. Téi d3 timg gip gi ny ¢ cac budi hop bao.

“Anh ta s& khong kién dau,” Alicia binh tinh n6i. “Anh ta khong mudn mit thé dién thém nira.”

“Anh ta da mit mdt khoan kha kha r6i,” Ben néi, nhurén may lén. “Ching bao lu nita anh ta s& | nguoi vo hinh.”

“ding vay,” Alicia ndi, va cuoi tr mén véi anh ta. C6 ta nhin chéng tai liéu trén tay. “Em léy da moi thir chura nhi? Em nghi vay. Puoc 1L, em vé day. Ed
chac dang doi em. Gap anh ngay mai nhé.”

Ca hai bon ho bién xubng hanh lang va lan ndy, on Chtia, ho di vao thang may. Khi biét chic ho da di khoi, 10i ngdi dwa vé phia sau g6t chén va nhéin
miit kho hiéu. Chuyén gi dang xdy ra vay? Tai sao ho ndi vé chuyén kién tung? Kién ai chit? Va tai sao ngan hang London lai dinh vao chuyén nay?

Hay ngéin hang London sép kién Luke? Nghe c6 vé nhur mdt md 1on xdn thure sur. Toi nghi nhiém vu ctia Alicia [a gitr cho moi viée trong tAm kiém soat
chir.

Toi ngdi immdt lic, ¢b ging suy xét moi viée. Nhung 101 khong thirc sur hiéu ra diéu gi - va dot nhién t6i nght nén ra khoi ddy trong khi moi viéc con
on. Toi dirg day, nhan nhé’ vibi cl}u(f)t it & qhﬁn, va lac cﬁi chan cho méu lru thong }:rd lai. RAi t61 nhac dong buu kién cua minh 1én, lic dau vé phia
sau, va v6i vé binh than nhﬁt cd the, 61 di xuong hanh lang vé phia thang may. Toi wira an nit mo' cira thang may thi chudng dién thoai reo 1én trong tii
khién t6i giat thop minh. Chet tiét, cai dién thoai ctia t6i! On Chia né da khong kéu khi t6i nip sau ban lam viéc ctia Mel!

6,” t61 noi, khi di vao thang may.
“Bex a, Suze day.”
“Suze a!” 161 ndi, va cudi run rdy. “Céu khong biét 1 suyt nira cau da gy ric rdi cho minh ddy! Néu cau goi nam phit trude thi cau da..”
“Bex nay, nghe dy,” Suze n6i rat khin cap. “Cau vira c6 dién thoai.”
“Thi sa0?” Téi 4n it xubng tAng mdt. “Ai goi thé?”
“Zelda ctia churong trinh Morning Coffee! C6 4y mudn n6i chuyén véi cau! Co dy hdi cau c6 mudn gip cd 4y vao bita in trua vao ngiy mai khong?”
Pém hom dé, t6i gan nhu chi ngli duge mot tiéng dong hd. Suze va ti da thire rat khuya, chon xem t6i nén méic gi - va khi n giuong ngu, toi Van nim
d6, nhin ddm dam Ién trén nha, dau 6¢ nghi ngoi mong lung. Li€u ho ¢6 de 61 lam ticp cong viée cti khong? Hay ho s& cho t61 lam viéc khac? C6 I ho
thang chirc cho t6i ching? C6 I& ho dé toi phu traich mdt churong trinh riéng?
Nhung cho dén sang som hom sau, tit ca nhitng cau chuyén than tién dién khung kia cta t6i cling phai nhat dan, dé lai mot syr that tran trui. Sy that 1, tat
ca nhitng gi t6i muon 1a ]ay lai cong viéc cii ctia minh. To1 rmon duoc ndi véi me ring hdty xem con dan chwong trinh lai, bt dau tra cac khoan chi troi...
va lam lai cude doi mot an nita. Mot co hoi khéc. D6 1a tat ca nhitng gi t6i mudn.

“Cau thay chura?”” Suze n6i khi toi vira mic xong quan 4o. “Cau thiy chura? Minh biét ngay 1a ho s& mubn moi lai cau mé. Cai ¢d Clare Edwards kia
dung 14 do bo di! Hoan toan va tuyét nhién...”

“Suze ndy,” t0i ngit 10i. “Trong minh thé ndo?”’

“RA tuyét,” Suze ni, dwa mit nhin tir ddu xudng chan rdi tir chin Ién dAu toi vé dAy ting hd. Toi dang mic chiéc quin Banana Republic miu den va
chiéc a0 khoac that eo mau xam bén ngoai 40 so mi mau trang, ¢ quang chicc khin mau xanh 1a cay tham mau,

L& ra t6i dinh quéng chiéc khiin Denny and George - thim chi t6i d cAmn6 Ién tir ban phén. Nhung roi, gin nhu ngay tire thi, t6i lai déit né xubng. Toi
khong bict tai sao nira.

“R4t 4n tuong,” Suze noi thém. “Céu an trua ¢ dau vay?”
“Tiém Lorenzo.”
“San Lorenzo 47 Mit ¢ 4y mo to vi qua ngac nhién.

“khong, minh khong ngtii thé. Chi 1a.... Lorenzo thdi. Minh chura dén d6 bao gio.”



“U, chéic chéin cau s& goi sam panh nhé,” Suze 1n6i. “Va ndi vi ho ring cau da bo qua rat nhidu i dé nghi cong viée 1di, vi vdy néu ho mubn cau quay lai
thi ho phai tra rat nhiéu tién. D6 1a thoa thudn, hodc 1a chap nhan hoac 1a khong.”

“Puoc 101, toi ndi, x0dy ciy mascara.

“Néu loi nhuin ciia ho dang bi de doa thi ho phéi chép nhén thoi,” Suze nhén manh. “Dé c6 san phim chit hrong cao thi cAu phéi tra gid tuong (mg véi
chat lugng d6. Céu muon gianh dyoc thod thuan & mirc gia ctia cau, theo cac di€u kién ctia cau.”

“Suze ndy...” Toi ngimg lai, quyét mascara 1én 16ng mi. “Cau ly dau ra méy thir 46 day?”
“Thir gi?”
“Tét c4 nhimg thir nhur... loi nhuAn va gianh duoc thoa thuén dy.”

“0, may thir d6 a! O hoi thao ctia Harleys. Ching minh d& ¢6 mdt budi hoi thao do mot trong nhitng ngudi bén hang hang dau & My thuyét trinh! N6 rét
tuyét! Cau bict khong, mdt san pham chi tot khi c6 mdt nguoi ban hang tuyét voi thoi.”

“Chéc 12 thé ri.” Toi cam cai tii xach 1én kiém tra xem d& mang dii chura - rdi ngéng 1én va thé that sau. “Puoc rdi, minh di day.”
“Chtic cdu nmay mén!” Suze n6i. “Thém nita, cau biét ddy, khong c6 may niin trong kinh doanh. Chi ¢6 1 hye, quyét tim va nd hrc hon nira!”
“Ok,” t6i hoai nghi n6i. “Minh s& 6 nh¢ diéu do.”

Dia chi t6i dugc dua dé dén quan Lorenzo ghi tén mdt phd & khu Soho - va khi tim droc dén noi, t6i khong thdy mdt nét gi trong gidng nha hang ca. N6
nhu mot toa nha van phong, véi mdt vai hiéu ban bao nhd, mdt quan ca phé,va mit...

Tur tir d4. Toi dirng khyng lai, nhin chim chap vao bién hiéu trén tiém ca phé do, “Tiém ca phé va banh sandwich Lorenzo.”

“Chéc chén... ddy khong thé 1 chd ching toi s& gap chir.

“Becky nay!” Toi nging dau lén thiy Zelda dang di bo tién v& phia minh, nic quan jeans va 4o Puffa. “Chi tim dwoc khong kho chi?”’

“Vang,” t0i ndi, ¢6 ging khong t6 ra chung himg, “vang, t6i da tim dugc.”

“Chi khong phién néu chi an nhanh bita trua v6i mdt cai banh sand-wich chit?” ¢d ta néi, nhu doc thiu tim gan toi. “Chi vi day Ia chd thuan tién cho t61.”
“Khong sao! Y t6i la.....banh sandwich ciing tuyét!”

“T6t 161! Toi khuyén chi hity chon mon ga Y1 C6 ta dwa miét nhin t6i tir trén xudng dudi. “Trong chi an van thit dep. Chi di d4u quan trong nita 4?7

T6i nhin ¢ ta chim chap, cam théy dau dén va tii nhuc. Toi khong thé thira nhan réng minh An mic dic biét thé ndy chi dé gap o ta.

“Um.. vang” Toi hing giong. “Mot... mdt cude hop sau khi r6i ddy.”

“O, vang, t6i s& khong Am mét nhiéu thoi gian ctia chi dau. Chi cé mdt viée rét nho t6i mudn dé dat véi chi.”” C6 ta mim cudi thoang qua v6i ti. “Ching
t01 nghi s€ hay hon néu gap niit truc tiép.”

Day khong dién ra ding nhu n}nmggltomuongnmngve bita trwra tuyét voi cua ching t6i. Nhung khi nhin gi phuc vu ¢ quan nhe nhang dat moén ga Y
ciing voi banh mi va xa It rdi cét timg miéng sandwich thanh bon mieng nho thi t6i cam tihy kah quanhon. OK, c6 [ day khong phai la cho sang trong
voi khan trai ban va ruou sam panh. C6 I déy khong phai | du thuyén sang trong. Nhung nhur thé lai t6t! Pidu do  chimg 6 ho van nghi v t6i nhur mot
thanh vién trong &kip, dtng khong nhi? Ai d6 dé cing thur théi an mot chiéc sandwich, va chia sé¢ nhitng cam xiic vé mjt mia sap sang,

C6 18 ho mudn dura t6i én Am nha ¢6 vén kich ban. Hay dao tao toi thinh mdt nha san xuat!

“Ching toi cam thély thuong chi v0 ciing, Becky a,” Zelda n6i khi ching t0i di dén mdt chiéc ban gb nho, sap xép xong cc khay banh sand-wich va do
uong, “Moi viéc the nao 16i? Chi da c6 cong viéc dang doi san & New York chwra?”

“Unm.. khong héin v, 101 n6i, va udng mdt ngum nude khodng, “dai loai moi vige van... dang & giai doan cho.” Toi thiy mit ¢6 ta nhin toi dy ngudng
mo, va nhanh chong néi thém, “Nhung t61 da can nhac rat nhicu 101 dé nghi. Chi biét day - rat nhiéu dw an khac nhau, va... va cac y tuong dang trong qua
trinh phat trién...”

“0, tot qua! Toi rét vui mimg, Ching toi déu cam thiy rat t& khi chi phai di. Va t6i mudn chi biét rang, dy khong phai quyét dinh cua t61.” Chi ta dit tay

Ién tay t6i roi nhanh chéng bo ra d@ cAmmdt miéng banh kep. “Vay la bay go... chuyen,sang 1n6i chuyén cong viée nhé.” C6 ta udng mot ngum tra, va toi
cam thay rudt minh quéin én vi lo lang, “Chi nhé nha san xuat cua chiing ta chir, Barry day?”

“Tét nhién 14 t6i nhé chir.” t6i n6i, hoi ngac nhién. Ho mubn t6i quén tén nha san xuét ctia minh rdi sao?



“Um, 6ng &y m6i c6 mot y twong kha tha vi.” Zelda cudi vui vé voi t0i va t6i cuoi dap lai. “Ong 4 4y nghii khén gia chwong trinh Morning Coffee & rat Iy
lam tha vi khi nghe vé... van d€ nho nhd ctia chi.”

“Vang,” t0i n6i, cam théy ny cuoi nhir déng bang trén khudn mit minh, “Vang, viée do... viée d6 thue sy la mot...”

“Va 6ng Ay nghi c6 thé s& that Iy trdng néu chi tham gia vao cude théo luan viavhodic tra 10i dién thoai goi dién lién quan dén vén dé ndy.” C6 4y udng mot
ngum tra. “Chi nghi sao?”’

T6i nhin ¢6 ta boi rdi.

“Y chi mubn n6i dén viée quay lai kich ban thrdng ngdy ctia t6i 4?7

“O khong! Y i 13, ching t6i chic khong thé dé chi dua ra cac 1oi twr van tai chinh nita, ding khong?” C6 ta khé cudi. “Khong, viée nay gidng mdt chi
dé nong hdi chi im mdt lan. 'Mua sim da lam hong doi t6i nhur thé nao?' Pai khai nhur thé.” C6 ta cin thém mot tiéng banh nira. “Va that ly trong, néu
chuong chinh 1a... lam sao t61 dién datrduc_)'c nhi? Mot chuong trinh cam dong, Co 1§ chi plm chiu dung mdt chit ve tinh than. Hay no6i vé bo me chi, viéc
nay cling huy hoai cudc doi ho nhur thé nao... van dé tir khi chi con nh6... trye tréc trong tinh cam... ddy 1a nhitng y twdng cho chwong trinh, rat rd rang!”
Cb ta ngang Ién. ““Va chi bict day, néu chi c6 thé khoc thi...”

“C6 thé... khoc a?” Toi thdt Ién diy hoai nghi.

“Khong bt budc. Cach ndy hay cach khac.” Zelda nga nguoi vé phia trude vé sbt sang, “Ching toi mudn day s& | mdt ky niém dep dbi voi chi, Becky
a. Chiing t61 nuon giip d3. Vi the ching t6i s€ d€ Clare Edwards xuat hién ¢ truong quay cling voi chi, va dua ra nhiing 161 khuyén cho chi...”

“Clare Edwards!”

“Bing thé! Chi da timg lam viée v6i co 4y dung khong? D6 1a Iy do tai sao chiing t6i nghi dén c6 4y. Va chi biét khong, co ay ding la mot hién trong!
C6 4y thire sw con méng nhiéc ca nguoi goi dién dén! Vi thé ching t6i quyét dinh goi ¢6 Ay 1 Clare Hung dit va dua cho ¢d dy mdt céi roi dé quét manh
hon!”

C6 ta mim cudi vui vé v6i ti con ti khong thé curoi duoe nita. Ca khudn mit t6i nhur bi kim chim vi qua sbe va xéu hd. Toi chua bao gidy cam thiy
minh bi xem thudong dén vay trong doi minh.

“Vay chi nghi gi?”” ¢6 ta néi, ubng soam soap cdc sinh tt.

Toi dat cai banh xubng, khong thé an thém miéng ndo nita.

“Toi e rang cau tra 10i 1 khong.”

“O! Chic chin chi s& dugc tra tién ma!” ¢d ta ndi. “LE ra toi nén dé cap dén vAn dé nay tur dhu”
“Ké ca nhur vAy. Toi ciing khong c6 himg thi.”

“Dmg voi tra 101 nhur vay. Hay nghil vé né dil” Zelda mim cudi tht turoi voi toi roi iée nhin dong hd. “Toi phai di ngay rdi,” t6i e 1 thé. Nhung rat vui
duoc gap chi, Becky a. Va t6i rat mirng vi moi viéc van tot dep vai chi.”

Sau khi c6 ta di khoi, t6i ngdi im mdt lic, ubng chai nurdc khoang ctia minh. B& ngoai t6i rat binh tinh - nhung trong long t6i nhur thidu d6t boi ong cam
hon vi mat thé dién. Ho mudn t6i dén d6 va khéc 1oc. D6 I tat ca nhimg gi ho mudn. Mot mau béo 14 cai rac rudi - va bong nhién t6i khong con 1a
Becky Bloonwood, chuyén gia tai chinh nita. T6i trd thanh Becky Bloonwood, that bai va suy sup.

Toi la Becky Bloomwood, hdly xem c6 ta khoc va dua khan tay cho 6 ta di.

Buor, ho chi ¢6 thé dua méy cai khan tay khén nan, khén nan. Ho chi nhan nhing thir dén mat... nguxuﬁn dbnmat... nguxuén dénmat...

“C6 6n chir?” ngwoi dan 6ng & ban bén canh n6i - va ti hoang so khi nhén ra ring minh dang Am bam hoi to.

“T6i 6n,” 01 dap lai. “Cam on anh.” T6i it ly nurde xudng va di ra khoi quan Lorenzo, dAu t6i ngAng cao va cam toi giit yén.

Toi di xudng dudng 18 vao mdt goc phd tham chi khong nhén ra minh di dau. Toi khong biét chd nao can phéi di - vi thé t6i ctr di, gn nhur tyr thoi mién
ban than minh boi nhip diéu ciia cac bude chin, nghi ngoi cudi ciing toi s& gip mdt ga tau dién ngam

Khi budc di, miit t6i bdng dau nhirc v t6i tw nha d6 1a do troi lanh. D6 1a vi gio to. Toi cho hai tay vao ti 4o khoéde, mim chéit moi lai va bude nhanh
hon, ¢6 gang khdng nghi ngoi gi. Nhung cam gidc dau don trong rong nhen Ién trong t6i; noi sg hii trong rong nhu ngay cang t6i t€ hon. To6i khong thé co
lai viéc lam. T6i tham chi khong c6 hy vong nao tim dugce viée lam. Toi s€ ndi gi vi Suze day? Toi s€ noi gi voi me t6i day?

Toi s€ lam gi voi cude doi toi day.

“O! Can than chir!” tiéng ai d6 hét 1én sau lung t6i - t6i hoang s nhin ra minh d4 bude xudng khoi via hé dimg ngay trude modt ngudi dixe dap.



“Xin 16, t6i ndi giong khan khan khi nguoi di xe dap queo dikhoi mi Van gio ngén tay ra chiri thé. Chuyén nay thét 16 bich. Toi phai tap trung lai. Y t6i
4, t0i dang & dau nhi, phai bat dau lai di chir? Toi bat dau di cham chim doc via hé, nhin vao cac canh cira kinh van phong, tim tén con dudng ti dang
di. Va khi t6i dinh hoi ngroi canh sat giao thong thi dot nhién nhin thay mdt bién hiéu. Pho King,

Toi dirng d6, nhin trdng rdng vao bién hiéu trong gidly lat, tw hoi tai sao cai tén ndy goi nhd diéu gi d6 trong dau toi. RSi dot nhién, t6i nhé ra s6 17 phd
King. Nhé ra Alicia.

To6i nhin vao sb gin trén cira kinh ctia cin nha gan t6i nhit - va d6 1 sb 23. Didu d6 c6 nghiia ... t6i chéc han wira di qua s6 17 16i.

Gios thi t6i hoan toan bi cam giéc 0 md chiém finh. C6 céi quai gi & s6 17 phd King chir? C6 mdt bi mit ndo hay diéu gi d6 chéing? Chia oi, con s&
khong ngac nhién néu ¢6 ta hanh nghé phu thuy trong thoi gian roi.

Toan than t0i nh6i dau boi cam gidc to mo khi bude ki cho dén khi dimg bén ngoai hai canh cira khiém nhuwong dé s6 17. Hién nhién d6 B mot tod nha
gomrat nhiéu cong ty, nhung khi t61 vira dua mat nhin xuong danh sach, khong cé cai nao nghe quen thudc ca.

“Chao!” mdt gd mic 4o khoac bo ndi, tay cAmmdt cde ca phé. Anhta tién lai ctra, 4n mré s6 vao ban phim, va déy céanh ctra ra. “Nhin c6 nhur dang bi
lac thi phai. C6 timai a?”

“Um. Téi ciing khong chéc nita,” toi ngép ngimg n6i. “Toi nghi toi biét ai d6 im viée ¢ ddy, nhung t6i khong thé nhé duoc tén cong ty.”
“Ténco by | gi?”

“Tén c6 dy ... Alicia,” t6i n6i - 16i bdng nhién wéc minh da khong néi gi. Didu gl xiy ra néu gi nay biét Alicia? Piéu gi xay ra néu ¢6 ta & ddu d6 bén
trong va anh ta s€ di vao timco ta?

Nhung anh ta nhiin mét nhu khong hiéu. “Toi khong biét ai tén Alicia ca... Phién c6, gan dy c6 mdt vai ngudi méi.. C6 Ay lam trong finh vire gi thé?”
“PR,” t61 ndi sau mot thoang im lang,

“PR 4?” Ching t6i m vé thit ké dd hoa, ¢ ddy...” Bt nhién mit anh ta bimg sang, “Nay, nhung ¢6 & ¢6 4y im viéc voi cong ty mdi ¢ ddy. B va B?
Hay BBB a? Dai loai nhu vay. Ho van chura bét dau giao dich, vi thé chiing t6i chura timg gip ho.” Anh ta udng thém mt ngum cappuccino nita va toi
nhin anh ta cham chap. Pau 6c t6i bat dau quay cudng,

“Mot cong ty PR mdi a? Pat tai day sao?”

“Vang, d6 a nhitng gi toi dugc biét. Ho thué mdt khong gian rat 1on trén tang hai.”

Céc suy nghil ctr nd ra trong dau t6i nhur phéo hoa vdy.

B va B. Bridges va Billington. Billington va Bridges.

“Anh c6...” t0i ¢6 ghng giir binh tinh. “Anh c6 biét i PR trong finh virc gi khong?”

“Al Buge, cainay thi toi bié‘g rét 1d. V& tai chinh. Hién nhién mot trong nhitng khach hang 16n nhat cta ho 14 ngdn hang London. Hodc khong thi s& la
vay. Chéc chéin ciing phai kiém duoc kha kha... Nhung nhur t6i néi, ching t6i chura gip bon ho vi thé...” Anh ta nhin t6i, sdc mit bong thay doi.

“Nay. C6 6n chir?”
“T6i 6n,” t0i gwrong n6i. “Toi nghil. TO1 phai... Toi phai goi dién thoai.”

Toi quay s6 ctia khach san Béq Mua Qén an thir ba - va mdi Jin chudng reo 6 lai ciip méy trude khi ¢ thé ép minh yéu cau gip Luke Brandon. Cubi
cung t6i hit tho thit sau, quay so may 1an nira, va yéu cau gip Michael Ellis

“Michael 4, t6i i Becky Bloonmwood ddy,” t6i n6i khi diroc ndi méy.
“Becky a!” anh 4y n6i, giong vui mirng chén that khi nghe thiy tiéng ti. “C6 6n chir?”

Toi nhéim miit lai, 6 giing gitt binh finh. Nhung khi vira nghe giong néi ctia anh dy thi dau 6¢ t6i lai mién man nghi vé khéch san Bén Mua. Tha thin vé
cai tién sanh t6i md va dat dé d6. Quay tro lai the gioi trong mo & New York.

“Toi...” t6i hit tho' sdu. “Toi on. Anh biét ddy... trd lai cude song thuong ngay... ban ron va ban ron!”
Toi s& khong thi nhan ring minh vira mat viée. Toi khong mudn moi ngudi cam thiy thurong hai toi.

“Toi vira trén dudng dén truong quay,” ti ni, nim chéit tay lai. “Nhung toi mudn noi rét nhanh thoi. Toi nghi toi biét tai sao cd tin don réng Luke sap
mit Ngan hang London.”

T6i ké cho anh 4y nghe chinh xac nhing g toi nghe 1om dugc & vin phong, sao toi lai dén phd King va t6i da phat hién ra diéu gi.



“Toi hiéu rdi,” Michael n6i trong khi t0i dimg lai, nghe c6 vé dit khoat. “Toi hicu. C6 biét khong, c6 mdt diu khoan trong hop dong lao dong nghiém
camnhan vién lam viéc nay. Néu ho mua chudc khach hang, Luke co thé kién ho.”

“ho ciing n6i vé chuyén do. C6 vé nhur ho nghff réing anh 4y s& khong kién ho vi mudn giit thé dién.”

Im king - va t6i c6 thé nghe thiy Michael dang suy nghi & dau day bén kia.

“ho c0 ly,” anh Ay cudi cling ciiing Ién tiéng, “Becky nay, toi phai ndi chuyén véi Luke. C6 da that xuét sac khi timra cac thong tin nay...”

“d6 khong phai & diéu duy nhét,” Toi hit thé thét sau. “Michael nay, ai d6 can n6i chuyén voi Luke. Toi da dén vén phong ctia tip doan Brandon
Communications, va nd hqém goén ‘dé chét. Khong aino lyc lam viéc, moi ngudi déu vé nha sém... bau khong khi hoan toan khac han. Khong tot chut
130.” TOi mim mdi. “Anh 4y cin vé nha.”

“Tai sao c6 khong tyr n6i véi anh dy?”” Michael nhe nhang noi. “Toi chic chén 1 anh 4y s& mudn nghe c6 noi.”

Nghe anh 4y n6i that tir t& va quan tim, t6i tur nhién cam thiy cay cay noi sdng mii

“Toi khong thé. Néu t0i goi dién cho anh Ay, anh 4y s& chi nghi ... anh &y s& nghi I t6i dang ¢6 giing chimg t6 diéu gi 6, hofic chi 1 10 don thoi ngu
ngoc nao do...” Toi dung lai, va nghen ngao.

“Thanh that ma ndi, Michael &, t6i mudn anh hity dé t6i dimg ngoai chuyén nay. Gia vo nhur ai d6 n6i voi anh. Nhung ai do cin phéi ndi véi anh dy.”
“T6i s& gap anh 4y trong nira gid> dong hd nita,” Michael tiép. “T6i s& néi chuyén v6i anh dy. Va Becky ny... co imrat tot ddy.”
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MOT TUAN TROI QUA, Toi hoan toan khong thiét nghe ngong tin tirc tir Micheal nita. Toi s& chéng thém nghe bat ctr dieu gi anh &y n6i voi Luke
nita. T6i co cam giac cudc doi minh the 13 hét. Luke, nudc MY, truyén hinh, tat ca. P dén lic phai bat dau lai tir dau.

T6i ¢ ghng giit cho minh lac quan, va tir nhii con ¢6 rat nhidu con dudng mo ra trude .

Nhung bude tiép theo trong sy nghiép ctia mot chuyén gia tai chinh truyén hinh | gi? Toi da goi dién cho mdt nhan vicn truyen hinh, va thiy budn nan
trude cai cdch ndi cia o ta glong hét nhitng ngurdi Bm truyén hinh & M. C6 ta ndi rat vui khi nhan dugc dién thoai cta toi, rang tim cho t6i mdt cong
viée ching co g kho khin ca - tat nhién 1 trir c4i chwong trinh ma t6i bi budc thdi viée - va ring cd 4y s& goi lai cho t6i ngay hém d6 véi nhimg tin tot
lanh. Sau do co ta bat tam.

Vi thé bay gio t6i phai xubng nurdc, ngo nghiéng trong to Media Guardian, tim tat ca nhiing cong viée ma toi hau nhur chéng c6 nhiéu nhin co hdi gi cho
cam. Den i t61 d4 goi dién xin mot chan viét lach cho to Investor's Chronicle, xin lim tro Iy tong bién tap to Personal Today. Toi khong ranh m vé tién
tro cap, nhung t6i co thé tim hiéu nhanh qua viéc doc sach.

“Cau thé ndo 16i?” Suze hoi, di vao phong tay cam mdt bat banh bot ngd mrdng hach gion tan.

“On c&” t6i tra 101, ¢d guong cudi. “Minh s& 6n thoi” Suze xiic mdt thi ngii cde va nhin t6i 4n can,

“Cau dinh lam gi hdm nay?”

“Chaing c6 gi dang ké c4,” toi rdu ri n6i “Cau thiy dAy - minh chi dang ¢b ging kiém Ay mot cong viée. Giai quyét cai dong Ion xon ciia doi minh. Dai
loai thé.”

“Ding ding” Suze t6 ra dong cam véi toi “Thé cau tim dugc viée gi hay ho chira?”

Toi bung tay vao t& quang céo minh da goi dién lién hé “ T6 nghil minh s& nop don bién tép cho & Annuities Today. Ung ctr vién thich hop s& duroc can
' 2

nhic bién tap cho muc Giam Thué hing nam nita co day!
“That thé 42" C6 Ay vo tinh nhéin nit, sau d6 voi va ndi thé, Y minh ...nghe droc ddy. Rét tuyét!”
“Muyc Giam Thué? Suze 4, xin c4u.”

“A...cau biét ddy. Ciing kha dugc.”

Toi ngdi b6 gbi, mét nhin ddm tAm tham trai san phong khach.

Tleng ti vi van nho va can phong gan nhu yén lang, chi con tiang Suze nhai banh. Toi nham it va ndm dai xubng san nha, du gdi lén chiéc ghé sofa. Toi
bdng c6 cam giac minh c6 thé ndm ddy ndt ca phan doi con lai ctia minh.

“Bex, minh rt lo cho ciu’” Suze n6i “Dé bao ngiy nay cau ching di ddu ca. Hom nay cau con dinh lim gi & nha nita?”

To6i hé mit ra thiy ¢ dy dang nhin t6i ddy lo Fing,

“Chang biét nira. Xem chirong trinh Morning Coffee.”

“Céu c6 xem Moming Coffee lic ndo dau!” Suze qua quyét ndi “Bi ndo.” C6 dy gip t& Media Guardian lai “Minh ¢6 y nay rat duoc.”

“Céi gi co?” t6i hoai nghi hoi khi ¢6 4y kéo t6i vao phong cta toi. CO 4y xoay ndm md cira phong, dira tdi vao, dang tay ra chi vio déng Ion xon khép
moi NoiL.

“Minh nghii hom nay cau nén virt hét cai db 1on xon cta cau di.”
y ON X ]
“Cai gi?” T6i s¢ hii nhin ¢6 ay “Minh khong muon virt d6 di dau.”

“Cau phai im vy ddy. Chéc chéin |z cu s& cam thiy d& hon nhicu, gidng nhu minh da timg Bim. Thit tuyét voi! Minh cém théy kha Thon nhiéu sau khi
virt hét moi thir di.”

“Va r6i chéing con quin 4o ma niic nita. Ching phai cu da muron minh c4i quén 16t chén gdi dén ba tuin 1én rdi con gil”

“Diing thé” ¢6 Ay thii nhan “C6 thé minh ni i hoi qua mdt ti. Nhung viée ndy s& hoan toan thay doi cude doi cau.”

“Khong thé ndo.”

“chéc chéin c6 ddy. Theo luat phong thiy thi cdu phai cho nhing thir cii trong cude doi cau di thi cai moi moi c6 thé dén véi cau duge.”
“0, ciing co Iy.”

“Chinh xac 1a nhur viy day! Ding lic minh quing d6 dac di thi cong ty Hadleys goi dién moi minh di lim. Théi ndo, Bex... Chi can virt vai thir o thira di



1 moi thir s& lai tot dap v6i cau ngay thoi ma.”
C6 ay md tung canh ctr ti va bat dau ludt qua dong quan 4o cia toi.
“Y minh [, nhin day nay,” c¢6 ay vira ndi vir 161 ci vay da 1on mau xanh c6 tua ctia tdi ra “Lan cudi ciu méc cai ndy 1a khi nao?”

“A...cling gin ddy thor” t0i trd 14, quéip tay sau lung. Toi mua céi vay d6 trong mdt sap hang & Portobello ma khong thit, va khi vé miic mdi biét a no
qua nhd. Nhung ai ma biet duoc, 15 mdt ngdy nao d6 t6i co theé giam ca chuc ki thi sao.

“Pay nita ndy...va ca ddy nita...' Co dy cau may hoai nghi “Nay Bex, ciu co tit ca bao nhiéu ci quin den ha?”
“Mbi mot! Khong, 6 thé 1a hai cail”
“Bén... nam... sau...” CO Ay hrdt qua déng mic treo quin 4o, kéo phing ra méy chiéc quén.

“A, méy cai nay dé phong minh béo én 9(’) c'éi dé mac,” toi chéng ché trong khi ¢ éiy 161 ﬁép mﬁy chiée quﬁn bf) cfi mic rat thoai méi hiéu Benetton clia
to1. “Pay 1a quan bo!” Téi la Ién khi c6 Ay bat dau luc loi dudi day ti “Quan bo khong durgc tinh 1a quan dau day.”

“Ai bao thé?”

“Muroi...muroi mot....”

“O...con day 1 do mic di trot tuyét dAy nhé. Hoan toan khac nhé. D6 thé thao.” Suze quay sang nhin toi.

“Bex cdu ¢ bao g di truot tuyét dau.”

“Minh biét.” t61 dap sau mdt lic im king “Nhung ..cau biét ddy. chi B nhd 6 ngudi ria minh di choi thi sao. Ma ddy 1 db giam gia m.”
“Con gi nita day?” C6 4y than trong nhét c4i mit na dAu kiém ctia 61 én “Quing udn c4i ndy vao sot rac.”

“Minh séip hoc déu kiém déy!” Toi n6i mot céch phn nd “Minh s tré thinh ngudi déng thé cho Catherine Zeta-Jones!” {Catherine Zeta Jones mjt dién
vién ndi tieng cua dién anh My}

“Minh khong thé hiu ndi im sao ma ciu ¢6 thé nhoi nhét hét nhig thir nay vao ddy? Chéing & cdu chura timg virt bét di mot vai thir 477 C6 Ay nhat
mot doi gidy gin so. “Y minh 1 nhing thir nhur thé nay nay. Céu c6 bao gior di doi gidy nay nira dau.”

“0.. khong” Toi nhin nét mit c6 4y “Nhung déy khong phai k& vin dé. Néu gié sir minh virt doi gidy nay di, mot ngiy ndo ddy, gin vo s6 vao giy i trg
thanh mot thi sao...minh lai phai mua d6i mdi a? Minh phai gitt d€...d€ phong.”

“Chéng ai di gidy gin vo so nita dau.”
“Biét dau duogc ddy. thoi trang nhur thoi tiét vAy. cau ching ndi trude duoc didu gi ca dau.”

Suze lic dau, budc qua déong (16 ngbn ngang trén san nha, rdi di ra cira. “Minh cho cau 2 tiéng va khi quay lai, minh mu6n nhin thiy mdt can phong moi.
phong moi - cude song moi. Bat dau!”

C6 4y di ra khoi phong con t6i ngdi trén giwrdng, chan chudng nhin xung quanh. Um, dugc thdi, ¢6 thé cd dy cb Iy. C6 & t6i nén don dep lai cin phong
mot chit. Nhung t6i chiang biet bat dau tir dau nita. Y t0i a néu tdi virt di nhirng do 61 khong bao gior myic...thi lie nao t6i moi virt hét duoc? Ma roi lai
chang con gi nita ma dung.

Thét kh6 qua. Qua miét cong,

Toi nhat mot chiéc 40 len chui d4u, ngim nghia n6 vai gidy, rdi lai dat xubng. Chi can quyét dinh virt hay it lai ciing du lam t6i chét mét rdi.

“Tinh hinh thé ndo rdi?”” tiéng Suze tir bén ngoai vong vio.

“On ca!” toi vui vé dép lai “Rét t5t!”

Thoi ndo, minh phai lim diéu gl d6 thoi. Pugc c6 thé I s& bat dau tir mot gde phong, roi don dep tiép xung quanh. Tdi bét du tir gde phong voi mdt
dong d6 trén ban trang diém, va c6 gang phan biét cai nao voi cai nao. Nao 1 dong thiét bi vin phong cua t6i mua qua mang, nao la cai bat g0 t6i mua
tir hang may nam trurée chi vi nd xuat hién trong tap chi Elle Decoration (sau d6 thi thiy cai giong hét duoc ban trong siéu thi Woolworth)...dung cu tao
hoa tiét mau trén vai....mot it mudi bien dé mat xa co thé...du sao thi dong d6 nay 1a cai gi mbi duoc? ca cai hop t6i chua tirng md nay 1A cai gi cha?
Toi mo cai hop ra chim clﬁm nhin cai cudn 50m gléy tl}ié'c dé cudn g tay cho mon g ty nuéng, Gidy thiéc cudn g tdy a? Tai sao t6i lai mua nd nhi?
Chang I& da c6 lan t6i dinh nau mon ga tay a? To6i boi rdi nhin len dong chit phia trén ctng, “Chao don ban dén véi the gidi Country Ways. Chung t6i rat
han hanh khi ban ctia ban, ba Jane Bloonmwood, da giéi thiéu cataloge ctia chung t6i cho ban...”

A, Chtia 0i, duong nhién 1a thé rdi! D6 chinh 1 d6 me t6i da mua, chi dé iy moén qua ting mién phi. Mot céi dia dung thit bam, it gidy thiéc cudn ga



ty...mAy i ni long me nhét ném ngdi ngoai hién vio...may mén do trong 1 la.

Xemnao.

Chi mot phtt thoi. Toi bo qua mét thir db 14 Ta d6 va tir tir Voitayloinéycaiminilongra Trén thi 14 hinh mdt ngurdi phy nit voi méi toe vang hoe tinh
nghich dang tw hao nhin t6i chdm chi qua chiéc chin 16ng ngong dugc €p chit. Chiéc bong bong tir miéng ¢ ta c6 dong chir “Mot khi giam dugc t6i
75% dién tich c4i chén, ti quan 4o ciia t6i s& ¢6 nhiéu chd hon.”

Toi thin trong mo cira phong, nhon chén di doc t6i ti dung d6. Liic di ngang qua phong khéach t6i nhin vao trong - thit ngac nhién, Suze dang ngdi trén
ghé sofa vdi Tarquin, rdém ra n6i chuyén véi nhau.

“Tarquin!” t6i goi, ca hai cling gidt minh vé t6i 161 “Bon minh khong biét cdu dén.”

“Chao Becky,” anh 4y chao khong nhin vao mt toi.

“Chi I bon minh c6 viéc...can ban bac véi nha.” Suze gii thich, tréng 6 4y hoi hing ting, “cau don dep xong chura?”
“A...cling gin gan,” t6i tra 16i “Minh chi dang dinh hit bui phong minh. Lam cho n6 thét sach s&.”

T6i vé phong d6ng cira lai 16i my cai tii ni long ra. Ding rdi, cach niy rat hay ma lai con don gian. chi viée nhét do vat day roi hit hét khong khi ra.
Theo chi dan I 10 c4i 4o len mdt bich - nhung that ra thi c6 ai ngdi ma dém timg ci dau.

Toi bt dau nhdi quin o vao cai i dau tién cho dén lic n6 day (. Vira cd kéo kho ti toi vira thd hon hén - sau d6 nhét voi may hit biu vao 16. That
khong ngd. Puing la c6 tac dung that. Lii quan 4o cta t6i bi ép chat lai, xep di ngay trude mat toi!

0, qua tuyét. Diéu ndy s& tao nén mdt cude cach mang trong doi t6i. Toi quai gi phai virt dd di trong khi ¢6 thé boc ching xep di trong ti?

Tong cong la 8 ti ca thdy - va khi ca8 tulday, 61 nhét hét vao ti quin 4o rdi dong cura ti lai. cting phai ¢b 4n ching vao mot chit - t6i c6 thé nghe thiy
tiéng xi xi lic dong cira ti - nhung vAn dé I, tit ca déu duoc nhdi nhét hét vao trong rdi. Tt ca duge nén chit co ma.

Thir nhin quanh can phong xem nao. Thét khong the tin n01 nita. Pugc r01, cting khong thé goi 14 hoan hao - nhung d& hon rét nhidu so V6i lie trude. Toi
Vo1 vang an may thir linh tinh xudng céi chan, sap xép lai my c4i diém €01 phia trén, roi dimg théing dy. Nhin xung quanh nha, t6i thdy 4m 4p va tur hao
vé ban thin minh. Suze n6i ding, khong hiéu sao t6i thire sw cam thiy didu g d6 khéc biét.

Ban biét déy, rét cudc thi chic cai luat phong thity gi d6 ciing ¢6 tac dung. Ciing c6 thé ddy 1 budc ngodt. cude doi toi co thé sé thay doi tir day.

Toi ngudng md ngim nghia cin phong minh Iin cudi, r6i goi tong lén “Minh xong rdi nhé.”

Lic Suze bude vao phong t6i dang ngdi tyr mén trén girong turoi curdi nhin vé ngac nhién ciia ¢d Ay.

“Bex, that tuyét voil” co éy 16i nhin quanh cén phong da duoc don dep thoang dang nhur khong thé tin vao mét minh. “Cu lim nhanh qua! Minh mt
bao 1au mdi cd thé soan hét d6 ctia minh day.”

T6i nhin vai vé than nhién. “Cau biét ddy, mdt khi t6 da quyét m gi roi thi o s& lam bang dugc.”
C6 4y bude thém vai bude vao phong, ngd nging ngim ngia cai ban trang diém ciia t6i

“Minh khéng biét c4i ban trang diém ciia cau lai c6 mét bang d4 cam thach dau nhé!”

“Minh biét!” t6i dép lai dy tur hao. “né rit dep, phai khong?”

“Nhung may thir bo di cau virt ddu ca roi? tii dyng cac thir virt di dau ca?”

“Ching...Minh virt hét di roi.”

“Cau virt hét ca dirdi a?” ¢o Ay hoi roi di dén cai bé 1o suéi hiu nh da sach tron. “Chéc hin cau da virt hét rdil”
“Ciing kha nhiéu’ t6i d4p lai vé ling tranh. “Cau biét khong, cudi cling t6 ching hé tiéc nudi ti ndo.”
“Thét qua 4n twong!” C6 Ay dimg chén lai trurde i th 4o, toi nhin theo ¢6 Ay, bét giac lo Eing.
Pumg c6 mo t ddy, toi bi mit cau khan. Dimg c6 mo.

“Cau con giit lai cai gi khong?”” ¢o Ay vira cudi vira hoi t6i, dong thoi kéo cai cira t quén o ra.
Va ca hai ching t6i ciing la toang 1én.

Tét ca d6 xubng nhur mbt qua bom toan mong tay bi nd tung,



Nhung khong phai i mong tay ma 1 quén 4o.

Toi khong biét chuyén gi da xay ra. Toi khong biét toi da kim sai & khau nao. Déu  tién, mot trong s nhing cai tdi bi bung ra, mjt con mura 4o len chui )
d6 xudng tung t6e khip phong, kéo theo miy cai tiii khéc ciiing bi roi hét xudng. rdi mot cai tti khac bung ra, rdi mdt c4i nita. Mot trdn bdo quén 4o.

Toan b ngudi Suze phi dy céc loai o thun. Mot chiéc vy dinh dong xu liéng xubng dat. Mot chiée 40 16t bén ra khoi ti, ving vio cira sd. Suze vira
hét vira cuoi, con t6i thi dién cudng dap hai canh tay vao nhau ma gao 1€n “Dung lai! Dung lai!”

Oi khong,

Khong. Dirng lai. dirng lai di ma.

Nhung tt ca da qua mudn. tiép dén | mot thac toan cac ti dung d6 hru niém 4o xudng tir chd duroc gléu trén cai gid cao nhé.t Hét c4i nay dén cai
khéc, roi d6 xubng. Chiing roi vao dau Suze, xudng san, bung hét ra...bén trong cting dung nhitng thir giong nhau nhur theé. May cai hop miu xanh lap
lanh véi may chir viet S C-S mau bac nguéch ngoac trén nap hop.

Khoang bon muroi cai hop tat ca.

“Céi gi thé nay...” Suze kéo cai 4o phong trén dau xubng va nhin chim chap vao dong dd dudi dat miéng ha hdc. “O quai quy dau ra thé nay...”

C6 4y bdi trong dong quan 4o virong vai khap nha, nhét cai hop Ién, mo ra va nhin cam Eing, Mot chiée hop duge boc bang mdt o gidy goi qua miu
ngoc lam, bén trong 13 mt chiec khung anh lam bang da nau.

Oi chiia oi. Oi chiia oL

Chang ndi clmlgrang, Suze cubi xudng nhit mot chibc i dung db ctia cira hang Gift and Goodies. C6 4y md tti, mdt t hoa don roi xubng san. Chéng
16i ching rang, cd Ay 16i hai hop ra bén trong mbi hop 1 mdt céi khung anh kim bang vai tuyt.

T6i m6 miéng dinh ndi nhung chiing biét n6i gl. Ching t6i chi dtmg nhin chiim chim vao nhau mot lic lau.

“Bex...c4u c6 bao nhiéu cai khung anh nhur thé nay?”” cubi cing Suze ciing én tiéng nghen ngio.

“Um..ciing khong nhiéu Em!” Toi ddp lai, cam thiy mit minh dang nong dan Ién. “Chi | cau biét ddy! vai c4i thoi ma.”

“Phai c6 toi... nammuroi cai & day.”

“Lamgj dén.”

“Pén!” ¢6 Ay nhin quanh, mé do dan 1én vé budn rau. “Bex, nhitng thir nay dau c6 ré.”

“Minh ¢6 mua nhiéu Bim dau!” tdi cudi ling tranh “Ma c6 phai B mua cing mot lic dau.”

“L&racau clﬁng can phai mua cdindo ca. Minh da hira s€ Iam cho cau mdt céi 11 ma.”

“Minh biét.” t6i dap lai mdt cach ngrong nghiu. “Té biét 1 cau da hira nhung t6 mubn minh ty mua mdt cai. Té chi mudn...ing ho viée im an cla cau.”
Suze van lang thinh 16i tiép mdt chiée tii dung db khéc cua Gifts and Goodies, va nhin dam chiéu vao hai chiéc hdp bén trong.

“La cau, ding khong?” dot nhién ¢6 Ay kén tiéng “Chinh c4u i Iy do tai sao khung anh ctia minh lai ban chay dén thé?”

“Khong phéi thé! Thue su 13, Suze ...

“Cau da tiéu hét tién vao miy cai khung anh ctia minh.” Giong ¢ 4y bt dau run run “Tét ca tién clia cau. Gio thi cau da khanh kiét.”

“Dau co.”

“Néu khong c6 cau, chéic minh minh s& khong c6 duoc cai hop déng dy.”

“Tat nhién 1 ¢6 chir” t6i budn ru ndi “Tét nhién cu s& c6 duoc n6. Suze 4, cdu lam dwoc nhimg chiéc khung dnh dep nhat thé giéi! Y minh ki nhin c4i
nay xem” Toi vo lay cai hop gan nhat 161 ra mdt cai khung anh lam tir vai bo cti. “Minh van s& mua cai khung anh ndy ké ca néu nhur minh khong quen
bi€t cau. Minh van s& mua heét.”

“L& ra cau khong nén mua nhiéu nhur thé,” ¢ nghen ngio ndi “Mua khoang ..ba céi ki dwoc roi.”

“Minh van s& mua hét! Nhitng chiéc khung tranh dep nhét thé gi6i! Nhitg mon qua tuyét voi nhit, hay...dd trang tri dep nhét cho mot ngdinha...”

“Cau chi co an ui minh,” c¢d ay ndi trong nurdc mat.



“Khong, khong phai thé ma!” t6i nudc mét krng trdng “Suze 4, ai ciing thich khung anh ciia cau. Minh da thay ngudi ta vao mua va trdm trd khen ching
nhu thé ndo.”

“Lamgico.”

“That . C6 mdt phy nix nhur thé da thbt Ién trong cira hiéu Gifts and Goodies va tit ca khach mua ic d6 déu dong y.”

“Thét ha?”” Suze n6i li nhi.

“Tét nhién. C4u d mdt tai néng, Cau rat thanh cong...” Toi nhin quanh can phong vira bi 1nd boom ctia minh, cam thiy ndi thét vong & ché wvira chot dén

“Minh qué 1 mjt mé hdn don. John Gavin ndi diing, bang tudi minh biy o ngudi ta phai c6 chit it tai san roi. L& ra minh d4 ndi danh roi. Vay ma gio
day minh ching d4ng gia mot xu.” Nhitng giot nurée mét bat du kin trén khuon nit toi.

“Khong phai vay ma!” Suze s hi noi. “Ai bao cdu khdng dang gia mdt xu cha!”

“Ding vay day!” T6i d6 nhao xudng tAm thim san nha trong dau dén. “Suze 4, nhin minh day ‘nay. Minh thét nghiép, minh ching c6 tién do gi ¢4, minh
sép ra hiu toa, minh no hing nghin, hing nghin bang Anh, va minh thim chi khong biét phai bit dau tra ng nhu thé ndo nita...”

C6 tiéng ho nguong nghiu & cira ra vao. Toi nhin Ién, Tarquin dang dimg & ctra tay cAmba cbc ca phé.
“Giai khat mdt ti chir?” anh Ay noi, va budc vio phong,

“Cam on Tarquin,” ti vira ndi vira thit thit, rdi nhan Ay mdt cc ca phé tir anh, “Xin 16i anh vi tit ca v& nhing chuyén nay. Chi ... that ching ra sao

ca.

Anh 4y ngbi xudng gitrong, 1di Suze va anh Ay dura n¥it nhin nhau
“Em thiéu tién 42" anh Ay hoi toi.

“Vang” t6i nghen ngao lau nréc mit. “Vang, em thiéu tién.”
Tarquin lai liéc nhin Suze

“Becky, anh rét san long néu...”

“Khong, khong, em cam on.” T6i cudi voi anh Ay “Thét ddy.”

Cén phong lai yén lang trong khi chiing t6i nhdm nhap ca phé. Mot tia ndng mia dong xuyén qua ctra sb t6i nhim it lai, cam nhan mot chit 4m ap vo
vé trén khu6n nit minh.

“Chuyén gi ching c6 thé xay ra,” Tarquin n6i day thong cam. “Ong bac Monty lim cam ctia anh d4y, lic nao ciing trong tinh trang sap pha san dén noi,
dung khong Suze?”

“Chuia oi! Dng viy ddy! Liic néo ciing thé.” Suze dap lai “Nhung rdi in ndo bac 4y ciing giai quyét duoc, ding khong?”
“Chinh xac,” Tarquin n6i “Hét lan nay dén lin khac.”

“Bac 4y da lam thé na0?” t6i hoi, ngurde 1n nhin véi vé quan tim

“Thuong i bac dy ban di mt buic tranh clia Rembrandt,” Tarquin n6i “Hogc mit birc ciia Stubbs. ai khéi nhu vay.”

That i tuyét voi. Nhimg noi gi thé nhi? Y t6i 1 ké ca Suze nira, ngudi ti hing yéu quy. Chéing ai hiéu toi ca. Moi ngudi im sao hiéu duoc c4i cam giac
khong con mot xu.

“Véng ding” Toi n6i, b géng n6 mjt ny cudi “Um...nhung that khong may, minh ching ¢6 Ay mdt birc tranh ndo ctia Rembrandt ca. Tét ca nhimg gi
minh cd... 1a mit dong quan den. Va miy cai a0 phong.”

“Ca mit bd d6 d4u kiém niva.” Suze thém vio.

Chudng dién thoai d6 & phong ngoai, nhung ching ai budn nhén dién ca.

“Mot cai bat gb ma minh rat ghét,” tdi ndi nira khac nira cudi “Va bon muroi khung anh.”
“Va nammuroi triéu lo mat ong oai huong,”

“Yé mot cai Eiém da tiéc hiéu \{era Wang,” T6i nhin quanh minh ch()t lanh loi. “Va mdt chiée t(i hiéu Kate Spade mdi nguyén...va...va mot ti qué‘ln 4o ma
day nhitng d6 minh chura méc lan ndo...Suze...” Bong nhién ti chang néi duoc gi nira vi kich dong “Suze...”



“Caigico?”

“Thur....thir nghi xem. Minh khong hin 1 khong c6 gi. Minh ciing c6 tai san ddy chir. Y minh B ching c6 thé dwoc ban véi gia thip hon mot chit...”
“Y cau la g?” Suze bdi rdi hoi rdi khudn mét ¢b bimg sang “O, vay 1 ciu ciing cé mdt ti khoan tiét kiém ca nhan mi Au nay quén mit 427
“Khong, minh chang ¢6 céi tai khoan nao ca!”

“Minh ching hiéu gi ca!” Suze rén i “Bex, ciu dang nd vé cai gi vay?”

Khi t6i 0 dang dinh mo migng ndi ra ¥ tuéng ctia minh thi méy dién thoai tré 10 tur ddng ¢ phong bén vang lén, mjt giong M trém tram khién toi ng
nguoira va quay dau lai.

“Chao, Becky? Micheal Ellis ddy. Anh moi dén London tham dur hoi nghi. Ching ta gip nhau dwoc khong?”

Cam gidc gip Micheal & London that la. Trong dau toi, anh 4y luén thude vé New York, trong khach san b6n mia. Nhung anh 4y ¢ ddy, bang xwrong
bang thit, & sanh River trong khach san Savoy voi khudn mit tiroi cuoi. Khi t6i ngdi xudng, anh ay vay tay goi nguoi phuc vu.

“Vui long cho mdt G&T cho quy c6 ddy.” Anh nhurdn cép 16ng may nhin t6i “Ping khong em?””

“Véng” Toi mim cudi nhin anh biét on, 16i c4i khin in ra dé che bét sy bdi rbi ciia minh. Miic dit ndi chuyén voi nhau kha nhiéu & New York, t6i vin
thay hoi ngai khi gap lai anh.

“Em biét khong,” anh n6i, trong khi ngudi phuc vu mang do udng cho t6i. “Da ¢6 kha nhiéu chuyén xay ra tir Jin cudi ching ta n6i chuyén voi nhau.” Anh
ay nng coc 1én. “chiic strc khoe.”

“Chuic sirc khoe.” Toi nhép mdt ngum “Vi du nhur chuyén gi?””
“Chuyén Alicia Billington va bn ngudi nita bi dudi viée khoi Brandon Communicatins.”
“Bbn ngurdi nira co 42" t6i hd hbe miéng nhin anh 4y “Ca bbn ngudi 14 tong pham voi nhau.”

“Moi chuyén da 1 rang. Héa ra Alicia d muu tih chuyén nity kha lu roi. Mot viée twong chimg nhu chéing bao gitr ¢6 thé xdy ra. Vay ma lai B mot
muru d6 duoc tinh toan ki udng va duge hau thuan. Em c6 biet chong turong lai cua Alicia rat giau cd khong?”

“Em khong biét.” t6i ndi, va chot nhé dén déi gidy hiéu Chanel cia ¢6 ta. “Nhung ¢ vé dung vay.”

“Ho ctng mdt giude voi nhau, em tuéng twong duoc khong, Ho ding rit rudt ngan hang London ddy.”

Toi nhap mot ngum G&T, thuéng thirc hurong vi rit déic trung ctia no.

“Sau d6 chuyén gi da xay ra?”

“Luke dot kich, bat ngd bit qua tang, dua ching vao phong hop, kiém tra ngiin kéo va tim duroc rit nhiéu bang chimg”

“Chinh Luke lam a?”t6i c6 cam giac gi d6 dé nang trén ngyc minh. “Anh ndi la...Luke dang & London a?”

o

“Vay anh 4y vé duoc bao lau r6i?”

“Ba ngay”” Micheal liéc nhin t6i nhanh. “Vay | anh nghi anh 4y chua goi cho em?”

“Chua” Toi n6i va 6 ging gidu di n6i thét vong, “Chua, anh 4y chua goi,” Toi ly coc nude udng mdt hoi dai. Néu anh &y & New York thi bing cach
130 d6 t0i ¢6 the tir nhi v&i minh rang t6i va Luke khong n6i chuyén duoe nhiéu véi nhau vi khoang céch dia ly. Nhung gi¢r ddy anh ¢ London - va anh
chang hé goi dién - cam giac rat khac. Nhur thé moi chuyén da...keét thic.

“Vay...bdy gi anh 4y dang lam gi?”’

“Giam thicu thigt hai,” Micheal ni vé khong ly gi im d& chiu. 1Ay lai tinh than. Hoa ra & ngay sau khi anh dy di New York, Alicia dua tin don réng
anh ay sap dong ctra chi nhanh 6 Anh Quoc. Vi the moi ngudi mat hét tinh than. Khong ai con tam tri dau cham soc khach hang, tat ca nhan vién ban goi
dién thoai xin vi€c... Trong khi d6 Alicia théu dét mdt cau chuyén hoan toan khac véi Luke.” Anh Iic dau, “C6 gai nay qua la phién nhicu.”

“Embiét.”

“A, c0 diéu nay anh dang rat bin khoan. Lam thé ndo em lai biét?”” Anh nhoai ngudi vé phia trude vé quan tim. “Em da ¢6 suy nghi vé Alicia rat khéc so
voi anh va Luke. Em dyra vao mit chi tiét nao do a?”



“Khong hén thé.” Toi néi thanh that “chi boi ¢ ta thyre sur ki mdt con bo c4i.”
Micheal dya dau vao ghé cudi Ién,
“Truc quan cua phy nit. Tai sao khong phai béi ly do ndo khac nhi?”

Trong gidy It Micheal van tim tim, 16i dat y nurde xubng, nhin toi cudi. “Nhan tién noi dén true gide phy nit, anh d4 nghe qua nhitng gi emndi vé me
Luke.”

“Thét thé 42" T6i nhin anh so hii. “Anh 4y ké voi anh 42
“Luke ké vi anh chuyén do, va hoi xem em c6 ké thém diéu gi voi anh khong?”

“Oil” T6i cam thiy ca khuon mét minh d6 dan 1én “Um...em chi ttrc gian. Em khong c6 ¥ n6i bac 4y k... Toi hing giong “Em chi n6i ma khong suy
ngﬁ.’?

“Nhung Luke da suy nghi rét nhidu vé diéu ny.” Micheal nhurdn Iong may. “Anh 4y goi dién cho ba, néi 1 anh 4y s& bj ché trach néu vé ma khong gap
ba va sap xep mdt cugc hen vdi ba.”

“That 4?” T6i nhin anh chédm chap, cam giac to md nhu kim dam. “Ri chuyén gi xay ra?”

“Ba 4y c6 dén dau. Chi giri mt tin nhan 14 c6 viée phai di ving Luke thit vong vo clng”

Micheal lic dAu. “Chi néi riéng v6i em thdi nhé, anh nghil nhitng gi emn6i vé ba 4y 1 hoan toan ding”
“Ving”

Toi nhin vai ngrong nghiu, v& léy to thue don dé che d4u di vé bdi r6i clia minh. Khong thé tin duge Luke lai dem chuyén t6i n6i v& me anh dy ké cho
Micheal nghe. Li¢u anh ay con ké thém chuyén gi nita nhi? C 4o nit nguc ctia t6i ching?

T6i nhin &y thyre don ma ching dé ¥ t6i mén ndo, rdi ngude én thiy Micheal dang nhin t6i chim chi.

“Becky, anh khong hé néi voi Luke rang chinh em di canh bao anh. Anh d4 n6i v6i Luke ring anh da nhin dugc mot cai thu nic danh va mo ra doc.”
“Nghe thé ciing hop 1y ddy chir.” Téi néi, nhin chiim chdp vao tim ga trai ban.

“Chinh em d3 ciru cong ty ctia anh dy.” Micheal ni on ton. “L& ra anh dy phai biét on em Em khong nghf réng anh 4y can phai biét chuyén nay u?”’
“Khong.” Toi ic dau. “Anh 4y chi nghi 14...anh 4y s& nghi em chi...” Toi khong n6i thém gi nita, cam giac thdy mit minh nong dén én.

Toi khong thé tin dugc 1 Luke d vé duge ba ngiy ma khong hé lién lac voi t0i. Toi mubn n6i ... moi chuyén da két thic. Di nhién B t6i biét. Nhung
mot phan sau tham trong t6i van ngh...

D sao di chang nira thi ciing khong thé thé duoc.
“Anh 4y s& nghi gi nhi?”” Micheal do hoi toi.

“Chéng biét gi nita,” Toi lim bam dap lai cdc ¢ “Van dé 1 moi chuyén gitta ching em da két thic. TSt nhét 3 em ching nén lién quan gi dén chuyén
ndy nira.”

‘U, anh nghi minh hiéu chuyén nay.” Micheal nhin t6i 4n can. “Minh goi d6 n nhé?”

Trong khi an, ching t6i ndi vé nhitng chuyén khéc. Micheal ké cho t6i nghe vé cong ty quang c4o ctia anh dy & Washington, lam t6i cuoi ngit ngho v6i
cau chuyén vé nhitng chinh trj gia anh quen biét va tit ca nhing réc r&i ma ho vudng vao. Toi ciing ké cho anh nghe vé gia dinh t6i, v& Suze, va v& viéc
61 da c6 cong viée & churong trinh Morning Coffe nhur thé ndo.

“Thye sy [a moi viée déu rat 6n.” t6i than nhién n6i trong khi cén mot nﬁéng kemsocola. “Emco tién d@), dao dién chuong trinh rat thich em..ho dang c6
ke hoach phét trién chuong trinh cia em...”

“Becky,”” Micheal nhe nhing ngit 10 ti. “Anh nghe hét roi. Anh da biét chuyén cong viée clia em.”
T6i nhin anh cAm king, cam thiy ca khudn mit minh té tai xu ho.
“Anh rat théng cam voi em” Micheal ndi tiép “Gia nhur chuyén nay dimng xay ra véi em”

“Luke... Luke c6 biét khong vay?”” Toi voi vi hoi.



“C6. Anh nghii anh 4y biét.”
T6i ubng mdt ngum nudée 1on. 16i khong thé chiu duoc y nghi Luke s& t ra thuong hai toi.

“0, em¢6 rat nhiéu sy Iua chon,” t6i lidu finh n6i. “Y em 1a ¢6 thé khong phai la mdt cong viéc trén truyén hinh nita...nhung em dang ndp hd so cho vai
vi tri phong vién tai chinh...”

“Cho to FT a?”
“Cho t9...um...cho t& Personal Investment Periodical...va t& Annuities Today...”

“Annuities Today...” Micheal nhic lai vé khong tin. V& mit anh khién 61 cudi pha én. “Becke, li€u nhitng cong viéc nhur thé ¢6 thuc su cubn hit em
khong dy?”

Toi tinh khoe m& mdt ti v6i cau tra 161 sdo mon - “Thure ra thi van d8 tai chinh ¢4 nhén hay hon anh nghi ddy.”. Nhung chot nhin ra minh khong nén gia
vor nita. Tai chinh ¢4 nhan chiing hay ho hon ban ngtii chit nao ca. No chan chét nhur ban nghi! Tham chi trong churong trinh Moming Coffee, chi khi
nhitng ngudi goi dién dén chuong trinh bét du ké vé nhitng mdi quan hé ctia ho, cude sdng gia dinh ciia ho, t6i moi thiy hay.

“Anh dang nghi gi vay?” t6i Ién tiéng, i nhdp thém mot ngum G&T.

Micheal ngdi tira keng vao ghé, iy chiéc khén an chdm chim quanh mién. “Tai sao em lai mubn m méy viée d6?”

“Em chéing blet lamgi bay gio nita.” Toi nhin vai vo vong, “Giai quyét tat ca cac van dé tai chinh ca nhan 14 viée duy nhét em da tirg laim. Gio thi nguoi
emnhu bi...xép x6 161.”

“Anh hoi em cau nay dugc khong? Em bao nhiéu tudi rdi nhi, Becky?””

“Hai sau.”

“Xép x6 & tudi 26.” Micheal ic dau. “Anh khong nghi thé dau.”

Anh nhip mdt ngum ca phé rdi nhin t6i thim do.

“Néu co co hdi lam vide & M§,” anh n6i, “em c¢6 nhan khong?”

“Em chép nhan bét ctr viéc gi.” Toi tra 1oi mot cach thing thian. “Nhung i thi liéu con ¢6 co hdi gi cho em di My nira Pay?”

Chung t6i ngdi im Eing mdt ic. Micheal tur Iy v6i tay ly thanh socola vi bac ha, bdc ra cho vao miéng,

“Becky, anh c6 mdt dé nghi cho em,” anh ngude nhin 1én ndi. “Cong ty quang cao bon anh con trdng vi tri trrong phong truyén thong,”

T6i nhin anh chiim chii dira cdc gin téi miéng, Khong dam hy vong anh dang n6i diéu t6i dang nghi.

“Bon anh mudn kiém mot ngudi ¢6 kinh nghiém bién tap co thé sép xép duoc mot o ban tin hang thang. Em la ung vién ly tuong vé cac khoan nay.

Nhung bon anh ciing cin mot ngudi tao quan hé ot voi nhitng ngudi xung quanh. Mot nguoi co thé giai quyét dugc cac tin ddn, mit nguoi c6 thé 1am
cho moi nguoi hai 1ong, béo céo lai bit ké vn d& gi voi cép trén...” Anh nhin vai. “Thanh thyre n ndi thi anh khong tim dugc ai hop v6i vai trd ndy hon
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“Anh... anh dang Qé nghi em am viéc cho anh 4?” t61 hoi vé hoai nghi, ¢b ging tang 1o nhitng tia hy vong dang nhay nhét trong ngwe minh, tang 1 nhiing
con nhoi long vi niém phan khich.

“Nhung..nhung con bai béo viét vé em trong t& Daily World? Con s6 thich... mua sam ctia em thi sa0?”

“Vy thi sa0?” Micheal nhin vai. “Em thich mua sdm. Anh thich an ung. Chang ai hoan héo ca. Ems& m cho anh, mién sao em dimg nim trong danh
sach ti pham qudc té dang bi 'truy nd'...”

“Khong Khong” Toi voi va tra o1 “The té i em ciing dang gidi quyét din moi chuyén.”
“thé con vin d& nhap cu vio M thi sao nhi?”
“Em quen mot anh Iut sw,” t6i cin mdi “Nhung em khong chéic anh ta thich em”

“Anh quen s6' nhap cu ma,” Micheal cam doan “anh chéc s& gidi quyét On thoa vu ndy.” Anh tira viao ghérvé t}hﬁp mot ngum ca phé. “Washington khong
phai la New York. Nhung & déy ciing hay. Chinh tri rat thi vi. Anh c6 cam giac la em s thich n6. Con van dé lwong bong thi, trm...Khong thé nhicu
bang luong & CNN dugc. Nhung ciing giong nhur ¢ sn bong chay...” Anh nghuéch ngoac vai con s6 vao mau gidy roi day lai phia toi.

Toi khong thé tin ndi. Cao gip d6i so véi méy cai vi tri viét bao v6 vin ma t6i dinh lim



Washington. Mt cong ty quang cdo. Mot cong viéc hoan toan moi.
Nude My. Khong ¢6 Luke. Ty than van dong, Toi khong thé thoat khoi nhitng y nghi do.
“Tai sao anh lai d& nghi em Am viéc ndy?” cudi cing t6i ciing cét tiéng hoi.

“Anh yét 4n trong voi em, Becky,” Micheal n6i nghiém tiic. “Em thong minh. Em ¢6 true giac. Anh da nghe loi khuyén cia emvé ong ban anh, A, cho
embiét,” anh nhay mat. “Anh ta da tra tién ngay ngay hom sau.”

“Théat vay sao?” toi reo 1én vui sudng,

“Em c6 mot céi du rt tt trén doi vai cua minh - va em B ngudi duge vige nita.” Toi nhin anh, cam thiy nhu mé minh dang nhudm miu boi réi. “Anh
nghi em ximg dang duoc nghi ngoi,” anh dy ndi chén tinh. “Em chua phai quyet dinh ngay du. Anh con ¢ déy vai ngay nita, néu con ban khoan dicu gi,
minh c6 thé ndi chuyén lai, nhung Becky...”

“Vang?”

“Anh ndi rt nghiém tic d4y. Cho dit em ¢6 dinh nhan cong viée & chd anh hay khong, dung quyét dinh dimg chan qua sém ddy nhé.” Anh lic dau. “Tudi
em chura phai tudi on dinh. Hay ing nghe nhip dap trai tim minh va hdy im nhitng gi em nudn.”

Ban dang doc truyén Tin P6 Shopping Oanh Tac Manhattan dwoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 16

TOI KHONG QUYET BINH ngay. Trong hai tun lién t6i di di lai lai quanh phong, udng ca phé khong ngét, ndi chuyén voi tfflt ca nhitng ai toi c6 thé
nghi dén, bo me, Suze, Michael, sép cii Philip, nhan vién moi ctia dai truyén hinh Cassandra... Nhung cudi cting t6i bict. Toi biet duoc ty trong tim minh
thye sy muon lam gi.

Luke ching hé goi dién - noi that, i khong nén nghi dén viéc s& lai n6i chuyén véi anh. Michael ni anh dang phai lim viéc muoi bay tleng mot ngay - b
ging khong ngimg dé ctru Brandon Communications va quan tamden viéc Bman & My - thure sy rit cing thing, R rang anh van con rat sbc sau vu
phét hién ra Alicia da kra minh - va ring Ngan hang London van dang can nhdc viéc hop tac voi co nang nay. Ca sc gidng nhu |2 cir twong minh ching
bao gio “dinh phai phan,” theo cach néi van chuong ctia Michael. “Van dé la ¢ cho mdt anh chang van twéng dang duoc ca the gidi nay yeu thuong,”
ciing nhitng 161 ctia Michael hdm vira 161, “Dot nhién mdt budi sang thirc day, sy wu ai ay lai danh hét cho ng ban thin nhat. Anh chang chang biet lam
gl Va anh chang bi ha gyc.”

“Vay ... Luke bi ha guc boi tat ca nhitng thir ndy sa0?”” t6i hoi, hai tay dan vao nhau.

“Ha guc?”’ Michael thét Ién. “Anh Ay bi quing vao mdt bai chin ngura va bi mot by lon durc hoang da gidm én 4y chir.”

Cé d(”)irlz‘?m t6i nhAc dién thoai 1§n vi dot nhién khao khat duoc n(')j chuyén voi anh. Nhung sau do t6i hit thd that sau va dat may xuéng Bay giv do Ia
cudc song cua anh. Toi phai song cudc song ctia toi. Mot cudc song hoan toan mdi.

C6 tiéng goi ngoai cira, va t6i nhin ra. Suze dang dimg d6, nhin vao cin phong tréng ctia toi.

“Oi Bex,” ¢b 4y n6i vé dau khd. “Minh chéng thich thé ndy. Hay imno lai nhu ngay xwra. Hay bién né 1on xon tro lai.”

“ft ra thi n6 dang duoc sip xép theo thuét phong thity,” t6i ndi, ¢d ging mim cudi. “Cé thé n s& mang dén nhiéu diéu may mén.”
C6 4y bude vao phong, di qua cai tham trai san trong khong toi cira s0, 10i lai quay lai.

“Can phong trong nhd hon,” ¢6 Ay chim 13 néi. “Lé ra trong né phai rong hon khi khong con 1on xon nita chir. Nhung khong hiéu sao... nd lai khong
thé. Trong chang khac ndo mdt cai hop rong thidu sur chdm soc vay.”

Ching t6i im king mdt hdi khi t6i chiim chii ddi theo mdt con nhén bé xiu dang bo 1én 6 kinh cira s6.

“Cau da quyét dinh s& m gi v6i cn hd nay chura?” cudi cing t6i 1én tiéng. “Céu c6 dinh cho nguoi khéc thué khong?”

“Minh khong nghi vay,” Suze tra o, “Y minh i ching viéc gi phai voi. Tarkie goi y 1 s& str dung cin hd ndy thanh vin phong cho cira hang ctia minh
mot thoi gian.”

“Anh Ay n6i thé 42" Toi nhudén miy hoi ¢d dy. “A, tw nhién minh nhd ra. C6 phai dém qua minh lai nghe thiy tiéng Tarquin & ddy khong? Va tiéng budc
rén rén ra khoi nha sang nay?”
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“Khong,” Suze tra 104, trong ¢d Ay ¢6 vé bdi rbi. “Y minh 1 - ding vay.” C6 Ay nhin vao mit t6i va d6 mit. ‘Nhung dy nhit dinh s& 1 An cudi cing,
Nt dinh thé.”

“Hai cdu 1a mot cap rat dep doi ma,” t61 ndi, cudi toét véi Suze.

“Cau dimg n6i thé!” c6 Ay kéu Ién so hai. “Bon t& dau phai i mot cap.”

“Thoi duoc roi,” t6i trdn an cd dy. “Thé ndo ciing dugc.” Toi nhin dong hd. “Cau biét ddy, toi gio minh phai di r6i”

“U, minh di thoi. Oi Bex...”

T6i nhin Suze - bdng nhién d6i mit ¢d Ay ngap nudc.

“Minh biét.” T6i ndim chét tay c6 dy va trong mot thoang chiing t6i khong n6i gi. R toi vi iy chiée 4o khodc, va ndi, “Minh di ndo.”

Ching t6i di bo dén quan ruou King George 6 cudi con dudng. Chiing toi di qua khu vire quay bar, Ién cdu thang 0 dén mot can phong riéng rong voi
nhitng tm rém nhung do, mdt quiy bar, rat nhidu ban duoc ké doc hai bén phong, Mot chiée buc dung tam & dau phong, c6 rat nhiéu hang ghé nhyra &

gitra.

“Chao hai em.” Tarquin nhan ra ngay chiing t6i khi ching t6i vira budc vao. “Vao uéng nudc da.” Anh Ay nang ly Ién. “Mau do ciing khong dén ndi qua
té-”

“Cac hoa don da sin sang sau quiy bar chura anh?”” Suze hoi.

“Tat nhién,” Tarquin dap lai. “tat ca déu dugc tinh toan k§ hrdng”

“Bex.... d6 I ciia bon minh danh cho cau,” Suze ndi, it tay lén t6i khi thiy toi uc vi. “Mot mon qué chia tay.”

“Suze, cau khong can phai...”

“Minh mudn vay,” ¢b Ay kién quyét. “Ca Tarkie ciing thé.”

“Pé anh di Iy d6 udng cho emnhé,” Tarquin ndi - roi ha giong, “Kha dong nguoi dén day, cac em co thiy thé khong?”

Trong lic anh & 4y di iy do uong, t0i va Suze quay ra xem x¢t tinh hinh. Ban duoc ké quanh phong, moi nguoi dang di t6i di Iui, nhin ngim dong quin 4o
da duoc gip gon gang, gidy dép, dia CD, va dong d6 trang strc tinh xéo duge xép thanh tirng nhom. Trén mdt cai ban khac con c6 mot dong catald da

dwoc danh may va photo, ai ciing [y danh ddu vao do trong lic di lai ngim nghia db.

Toi ¢6 thé nghe théy €0 gai mic chiéc quan jeans bang da néi, “nhin chiéc 4o khac nay! O, va ca déi tng hiéu Hobbs nita chir! Chéc chin minh s& mua
nhitng thir nay!” O dau kia ctia can phong, hai cd gai dang wdém thir quan trong khi hai anh ban trai dang kién nhan nham nhap do udng,

“Nhitng nguoi ndy 14 ai viy?” t6i hoi vé hoai nghi. “Cau moi tit ca bon ho 4?”

“U, minh lién lac v6i moi ngudi trong danh ban ctia minh,” Suze giai thich. “Tarquin am viée voi danh ba cta anh dy. Va Fenny nira...”

“O 0,” t6i bt cudi. “Thao no.”

“Chao Becky!” mt giong lanh lanh cat Ién phia sau toi - t6i xuay nguoi thdy Milla, ban ciia Fenella, cling vai ngudi ban nita ma t6i chi thiy hoi quen
quen. “Em s&€ mua lai cai 4o len dan mau tim ctia chi. Tory s€ chién cai vay c6 1ong dang kia, con Annabel d& xem khoang sau nghin thir ma c6 ay muon
nua roi. A ma ching em muon biet chi c6 ban d6 phu kién khong?”

“O ding kia kia,” Suze ndi, chi tay ra goc phong,

“Cémon chil” Milla n6i. “Lét gip lai chi saunhé.” Ba c6 gai hda vao d4m ngudi dang xem hang, 6i con nghe thiy mot c6 noi, “Té dang rit cAn mdt cai
day lung that dep...”

“Becky!” dot nhién Tarquin goi toi tir phia sau. “Emudng mot chit nhé. Dé anh gi6i thiéu Caspar, ban thin ctia anh, im viéce cho vin phong du gia
Christie.”

“Vang, chao anh!” t6i n6i, quay sang nhin anh chang v6i mai téc vang mém mai, mic chiéc 4o so' mi xanh da trdi, va deo chiéc nhin Ion c6 khéc hinh trén
niit. “Céamon anh rat nhiéu i tat ca nhitng viéc nay. Emrat biét on moi nguoi.”

“C6 gi dauem, co g dau,” Caspar ndi. “Anh vira xem qua catalo roi, tit ca déu rat rd rang. Emdé c6 bang gia dur trix ctia cac mat hang chwa?”
“Em chura c6,” t6i tra 101 khong ngin ngai. “Khong ¢ gia du trit. Phai ban hét ching di.”

“Tt 161, Anh 4y cuoi v6i ti. “Um, anh bt dau moi viée day.”



Trong lic anh 4y di, t6i nhédm nhap ly ruou. Suze da di xem xét vong quanh, i dimg mot minh trong gy lat, doi nhin d4m dong dang ngiy cang dong
hon. Fenella vira dén, con dang dirng & cira. Toi vay tay chao cd ay - nhung lap tlrc ¢d ay bi ddm ban 6n ao quiy quanh.

“Chao Beck,” mdt giong n6i rut ré cét 1én sau lung ti. T6i giat minh quay lai, nhin ra minh dang chim chdm nguée én nhin Tom Webster.
“Tom!” t6i kéu Ién dAy ngac nhién. “Anh lim gi & day thé? Lam sao anh biét duroc sy kién ndy?”” Anh ta nhip mdt ngum ruou va cudi véi toi.

“Suze da ggi dién cho me em, va ba da ké cho anh vé sy kién nay Thue ra 14 ca me em IAn me anh d3 dit mua mdt vai mon dd trong bubi déu gia hom
nay.” Anh ay 16i tir trong tii 40 ra mdt danh sach. “Me em muon mua lai cai may pha ca phé cappuccino, néu né duoc bay ban.”

“Vang, n6 ciing duge bay ban m,” t6i néi. “Em s& n6i véi ngudi diéu khién budi dau gia dé anh Iy cai may do.”
“Con me anh mudn mua lai cai mi héng emda d6i dén dam cudi ctia bon anh.”

“Véng, Khong thanh vin d&.” Nh6 lai hdi ddm cudi Tom, t6i thiy long minh 4m ap hon.

“Vdy... cudc sdng vo chong thé ndo anh?” t6i hoi, ngim nghia mong tay.

“Thi... ciing 6n ca,” anh tra 10i sau mdt thodng ngip ngimg,

“C6 hanh phiic dwoc nhur anh mong mudn khong?” t6i ¢6 ging ni that thoai méi.

“Um, embiét khong...” Anh ta dam dam nhin cdc nudc trén tay, 4nh mét thoang vé tim kiém

“Mong mudn moi viéc hoan hao ngay tir dau i khong thuc té chut ndo. Phai khong?”

“Em cling nghi vay.”

Ching ti ngwrong nghiu im king trong gidy 1at. Toi nghe tiéng ai do tir xa kéu lén. “Hang Kate Spade! Nhin nay, méi nguyén!”
“Becky, anh thuc su xin 161, Tom voi va n6i. “Hom do gia dinh anh da cu xtr khong t6t voiem”
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“Khong sao!” t6i ndi, hoi cao giong mdt chit.

“Lam sao ma khong sao dugc.” Anh 4y lac dau. “Me em i mot ngudi tuyét voi. Em ki mdt trong nhitng ngudi ban lu ndm nhét cta anh. Anh luén cam
thay that c6 161 véi emkeé tr dao d6.”

“Noi thét v6i anh, Toma, d6 cling |2 10 cia em. Y em I 1§ ra em nén tht nhin Luke khong hé ¢6 mit ¢ d6.” Toi mim cudi vé budn rau. “Néu thé thi moi
viéc ¢6 phai la don gian hon rat nhiu khong,”

“Nhung néu Lucy khién em phéi budn dén vay thi anh hoan toan hiéu duoc tai sao emphai.. phai...” Anh khong n6i gi nita, ma ubng mdt ngum ruou thit
Jau. “Théi bo qua chuyén cli di. Luke 1a mdt chang trai tot day chir. Toi nay anh ay ¢ dén day khong?”

“Khong,” toi tra 16 hoi ngan nglr mot chiit, va ¢d ging ndn ra mdt nu cudi. “Anh Ay khong dén.”

Khoang nira tiéng sau, moi ngudi bat dau ngdi vao ghé. Cudi gian phong c6 nim, sau ngudi ban ciia Tarquin dang Bim kim cam di dong. Caspar giai
thich véi toi rang ho dang truc duong day dau gia qua dién thoai.

“Ho la nhitng nguroi mubn mua hang nhung vi Iy do ndo d6 khong thé qua day dugce. Bon anh di quéng céo catald ciia em khé rong rdi va rat nhidu
nguoi quan tdm. Chi riéng céi vay hiéu Vera Wang da thu hit duge mdt sy quan tam lon.”

“Vang,” ti dap lai, bong nhién cim thay xtc dong den chao dao. “emhy vong moi viéc s& nhur vAy.” Toi nhin quanh can phong, nhin nhitng khudn mt
sang sua, mong chd, nhing con nguoi van dang co ging xem db trén ban thém mjt ]an nira. Mot ¢6 gai dang ludt tay qua d6ng quan jeans, mdt nguoi

dang cai thir khod chiéc vali tréing xinh xén ctia toi. Thure sur t6i khong thé tin dwoc ring sau budi toi hom nay, tit ca nhitng thir ndy khong con 14 cua t6i
nita. Chiing s€ ¢ trong tu ctia ngurdi khac. Trong nhitng can phong khac.

“Em van 6n ddy chir?” Caspar hoi, ddi nhin vé tur hr cta toi.

“Véng,” t0i tra 1o vui vé. “Emrat 6n.”

“Anh da timg tham gia rat nhidu vu ban d6 cfi,” anh &y n6i &n can. “Anh hiéu cim gide d6 nhur thé ndo. Moi ngudi thurong rét ¢6 tish cam voi nhimg vat
dung cua minh. Cho di1d6 c6 thé Ia nhimg chiéc ti commbt tir thé ky thir 18 chéng nita, hodc la...” Anh ay liéc nhin quyén catald. “Mot chi€c 4o khoac
mau hong ¢é in hinh con bao.”

“Thye ra... em chua bao gios thich chiéc 4o 'éy ca.” Toi cudi voi anh éy vé kién quyét. “Voi lai du sao thi day ciing khong phai i vin d&. Em mudn bt
dau lai va emnghi - embiét - day 1a cach tot nhat.” Toi cudi véi anh ay. “Thoi ndo. Chiing ta bat dau thdi, anh nhi?”



“Tat nhién 101, *“ Anh 4y budc én byc va Ién giong. "Thua céc quy dng quy ba! Trude hét, thay it cho ¢d Becky Bloomwood, xin chao dén moi nguoi
61 buodi t6i hom nay. Ching ta 6 rat nhiéu do dé ban nén t6i s¢ khong tri hoan quy vi thém nira - ngoai viéc nhac nhd quy vi rang 25 phan trdm clia
nhiing gi ban dugc trong budi t6i hdm nay, cong vai so tien thira sau khi co Becky da tra hét cac khoan ng ciia minh s€ duge ding dé lam tr thién.”
“T6i nghil ring cac quy tir thién s& khong qua ngac nhién voi 56 tién ho duoc nhan,” mdt giong tinh kho vang 1én tir phia sau va moi ngudi cuoi r ken. Toi
nhin qua dam dong va xemdo I ai - va khong thé tin duoc. D6 1 Derek Smeath, dang dimg d6 mdt tay cim vai bia, con tay kia cim quyén catal6. ng
Ay curoi voi toi, va 1 ngwrong nging vay tay chio dép lai.

“Lam sao 6ng dy biét vé budi tdi hom nay nhi?” t6i thi tho véi Suze ngay khi ¢ dy quay lai khan dai ciing toi.

“Tét nhién 1a do minh goi cho dng y,” c6 4y ndi. “Ong Ay bao day B mdt y tudng tuyét voi. 6ng dy con ndi thém f khi cu da dong ndo rdi thi chéng ai
sanh duoc vo1 mot nhan tai nhu cau.”

“That thé 42" Toi lai liéc nhin Derek Smeath va chot d6 mit,

“Bay gio,” Caspar bét dAu. “Toi xin duge gioi t}liéu L6 thir Nhat. Mot doi xang dan mau cam, chit Tuong t6t, chua bi rach” Anh éy dat chung Ién ban va
Suze véo tay t6i vé thong cam “Té ¢6 duge dau gia khong nhi?”

“T6i tra nuroi lim nghin bang Anh,” Tarquin ndi, gio tay ra gia ngay lap tic.

“Muroi im nghin bang Anh,” Caspar ndi, hoi khyng lai mot chut. “T6i co murdi im nghin bang Anh...”

“Khong anh khong lam thé dugc,” T6i chen ngang, “Tarquin, anh khong thé tra mudi lim nghin bang Anh.”

“Tai sao khong?”

“Anh phai tra gid hop Iy.” Toi kir méit nhin anh 4y. “néu khong anh s& bi loai khoi vong d4u gia.”

“Puoc... mt nghin bang Anh.”

“Khong. Anh nén bt dau tir... murdi bang Anh.”

“Puoc. VAy thi murdi bang Anh.” Anh 4y ngoan ngodn bo tay xudng.

“Muoi lim bang Anh,” mdt giong vang Ién tir phia sau,

“Hai muroi bang Anh.” C6 gai ngdi & phia dau hét lén.

“Hai muoi lim,” Tarquin tra.

“Ba muroi!”

“Ba muro...” Tarquin nhin thiy dnh it ciia t6im, do nit, rdi dimg lai.

“Ba muroi bang Anh. C6 ai tra gid cao hon ba muroi bang Anh khong?” Caspar nhin quanh phong, anh it anh Ay dot nhién glong nhu miét diéu hau.
“MOt... Hai... Ba! hang duoc ban cho ¢b gai mic 4o nhung xanh.” Anh 4y ctroi v6i t6i, nguyéch ngoac vai chit vao mot mau gidy roi dua doi xang dan
cho Fenella, ngudi c6 nhiém vy giao nhimng do da duoc ban,

“Ba muroi bang anh dau tién clia cau.” Suze thi thim vao tai toi.

“Lo thir Hai.” Caspar lai ho to. “Ba chiéc 4o len théu dan tay hiéu Jigsaw, chua miic, van con tem gia. Toi ¢6 gia khoi diém ...
“Hai muroi bang Anh,” mdt ¢d gai méc 40 hdng xudng gia.

“Hai muoi Bim” mdt ¢b khac Ién tiéng,

“C6 ngudi tra gid trong dién thoai 14 ba muroi,” mot anh dimg cudi phong gio tay noi.

“Ba muroi bang tir ngudi déu gié qua di¢n thoai... C6 ai tré cao hon ba muoi khong? Xin cac quy 6ng quy ba nhd rang tién ctia budi déu gi ngay hom
nay s€ ding d€ gy quy tur thién...”

“Ba muroi lam.” Cogai 40 hong tra thém, rdi quay sang nguoi ngdi canh ndi. “Toi biét gia ciia mot chiée 4o nhur thé trong shop con cao hon ca ba chiée &
day. Ma miy cai ndy con moi nguyén co ma.”

Chtia 0i, ¢d Ay n6i diing, That sy 3 ba muroi lim bang cho tin ba chiéc 4o len thi thit ching dang gi. Qué ré!

“Bbn muroil”” khong kim duoc, t6i hét Ién. Ca cin phong quay lai nhin t6i khién t6i cam thiy qua ngurong, Y t6i l... ¢6 ai mudn tra bon muroi bang
khong?”



Cudc déu gié dién ra fién tuc, 101 khong thé tin vao sb tién kiém duoe & day. BO suu tap gidy cla toi it nhat ciing duoc khoang mdt nghin bang Anh, mot
b0 nit trang hi€u Dinny Hall dugc hai tram bang Anh - va Tom Webster mua chiéc may tinh cua t6i voi gia sau tram bang Anh.

“Tom,” t6i lo Fing ndi khi Tom di Ién buc dién vao hoa don. “Tom, & ra anh khong nén tra nhidu tién nhur thé & ddy.”

“Cho chiéc Apple Mac con moi nguyén?” Tomndi. “N6 dang ngan 4y tién. Hon nira, gin day, loc nao Lucy cling luén mdm ndi muon 6 mot chiéc may
tinh cho riéng minh.” Anh 4y curoi nhéch mép. “Anh ciing dang mudn cho t6i lic néi véi ¢b Ay ring cd 4y dang ding db thira cia em”

“L6 thir Bay muroi ba,” Caspar n6i ngay bén canh toi. “Toi chic ~ralmg mbn dd nay s& thuhit duoce sur quan tam rong rdi tir phia cac ban. Mot chiéc dam
da tiéc hiéu Vera Wang,” Anh ay tir tr nAng chiéc vay mau tim sam Ién, ¢am dong trim tr6 khen ngoi.

Thyc ra... t6i khong nghif minh ¢6 thé chimg kién chiéc vay dugc ban di. Cam giéc 4y thit qua dau don. Toi chi mo6i mic nd gan déy thoi. Chiée vay lp
lanh tuyét dep danh cho cac ngdi sao dién anh cta toi Chiéc vay goi nhiic t01 nh¢ lai nhitng ky niém, glong nhu mbt bo phim quay cham. Khiéu vii véi
Luke & New York; ubng coktail; nhimg phit gidy tuyét diéu, hanh phiic. rdi t6i lai bung tinh, nhén thiy moi thir dang sup d6 quanh minh.

“Xin 161, t0i thi thio ri di nhanh ra khoi phong, di xudng cau thang va hoa minh vao khodn khi thoang dang bui t0i. Toi dya lung vao turdng quén ruou,
lang nghe tiéng cudi dua, trd chuyén bén trong, hit thd sau, co gang nghi dén nhitng Iy do rat hop ly cho nhitng gi minh dang lam.

Mt lic sau, Suze dén bén toi.
“Céu 6n chir?”” ¢6 Ay hoi rdi dua cho t6i mot Iy rrou. “Cau udng di nay.”
“Minh cam on,” ti ndi day biét on va udng mot ngum day. “Minh on ma, that ddy. Chi 13.... minh nghi né lam minh dau. Nhimg viéc minh dang lim.”

“Bex...” ¢ 4y ngimg lai, bdi rdi xoa mt. “Bex, cauco thé thay ddi quyét dinh ma. Cauco thé ¢ lai. Y minh i - sau budi tdi hom nay, chi can mot chit
may min thdi, cAu 8 trang trai duoc hét no nan. Cau s& c6 mot cong viée méi va cdu van cir & cin phong d6 cing véi minh...

T6i im king nhin ¢6 Ay trong gidy lt, v cam thiy bi cam dd, tht dau don. Pong ¥ véi ¢d 4y chang khé khin gi. Di vé nha ciing ¢6 4y, thuong thirc mot
tach tra, va trd lai cugc song ngay nao.

Nhung rdi t6i Fic dau.

“Khong, minh s& khong roi vao 16i sbng d6 mot an nira d4u. Minh da tim dugc mdt cong viée minh thue s mudn km, Suze &, va chic chén minh s&
phai lam”

“Rebecca.” Mot giong ndi vang Ién cit ngang ching t6i ctng quay dau lai thiy Derek Smeath dang dira khoi cira quan ruou. Trén tay ong 4y a cai bat
20, mOt khung anh ctia Suze va mdt quyén 4t lat bia cung t6i d& mua khi nghi minh nén ttr bo cudc song phuong Tay ma di du lich.

“Xin chao.” Toi ndi, gt dau nhin nhitg mén hoi ong wira kiém duoc. “ong chon dwoc diy chir.”

“Rét duoc.” Ong Ay nang cai bat Ién. “Day 1a mdt mén do rat dep.”

“N6 da 1én tap chi Elle Decoration rdi ddy,” toi ndi voi ong dy. “Rét dé thwong,”

“Vay ha? T6i s& ndi vi con gai minh diéu ndy.” Ong bbi rdi dé cai bat xudng dudi canh tay.

“Thé Ia mai ¢6 s& sang My a?”

“Vang, Chiéu mai. Sau khi toi qua chd anh ban John Gavin ctia ong mit Iic.”

Mot ny cuoi gurong thoang hién Ien trén grrong miit cua Derek Smeath.

“Toi chiic 1 cau dy s& rat vui duoc gip lai c6.” Ong Ay dua tay ra bét tay t6i. “Um, chiic ¢6 may nin, Becky. Cho t6i biét tin tirc ctia ¢d nhé.”
“Chéic chdn rdi.” t6i ndi, va mim ctroi &m 4p. “Camon 6ng vé... Ong biét ddy. Vé moi viée.”

Ong 4y gat dau, rdi di An vao man dém

T6i & bén ngoai voi Suze mdt e Au. Moi nguoi bat dai Iy duc ra V&, trén tay B dong do wira thu krom dugc, vira di vira ké cho nhau nghe xemho da
tra bao nhiéu tat ca. Mot gi om khur khur cai may xén gily mini, mt ¢6 gai kéo 1€ cai tti ni Iong, von 1 d€ dyng rac, day chét quan 4o, c6 ngudi con
nhén dugc ca nhitng gidy moi dén an thir pizza. Pung lic t6i bat dau cam thay lanh thi c6 tiéng goi tir trén gac.

“Nay,” Tarquin goi. “Dén 16 hang cudi cting r6i. Cé mudn 1én xem khong?”’

“Théi ndo,” Suze ndi, roi virt mu thudc trén tay. “Cau phai én xem mon db cudi cing ra di chir. Xemné I cai gi ndo.”

“Minh chéng doan dugc,” t61 ndi trong khi ching t6i leo cu thang. “Co thé 13 c4i mit na dAu kiém ching?”



Nhung lic bude vao phong, t6i choang véng dén diéng nguoi. Caspar dang nang chiéc khan quang céq hiéu Denny and George cta toi Chiéc khin hiéu
Denny and George quy gia cuia toi. N6 c6 mau xanh da troi lung linh, chat liéu nhung nmurot nhur lya, diém nhitng cham xanh nhat mau hon, va dugc trang
tri véi nhirng hat lap lanh.

T6i nhin chiim chiip vao chiée khén, ¢b hong nghen t, nhéi ong nhé dén cai ngay 16i quyét dinh mua chiée khéin. Toi da khao khét ¢6 chiéc khin d6 dén
nhuong ndo. Luke da cho t6i vay hai muroi bang ra sao. Ca viéc t6i da no6i voi anh 1a t6i mua cai khin cho di minh nita.

Cai cach anh timg nhin t6i mdi khi ti quang nd.

MEt i nhoa di, t6i chop mit, ¢6 kiém ché chinh minh.

“Bex... dirng ban cai khiin quang ¢d,” Suze vira ndi vira nhin cai khin vé budn ru. “{t nht thi ciu ciing gitr mdt cai cho minh ch.
“Lb 126,” Caspar ho to. “Mot chiéc khin nhung lua quyén rii.”

“Bex, n6i voi ho 1a cdu khong mudn ban né nita di.”

“Minh d4u nudn thé,” t6i ndi, nhin rét kién dinh vé phia trude. “Bay gidy ching c6 Iy gi git n6 lai ca.”

“C6 ai mudn tra gia cho chiéc khén rit tinh t€ hiéu Denny and George khong?”

“Denny and George!” c6 gii mic 40 hong thét én. Xung quanh ¢6 1 déng quén 40 I6n nht trong phong va toi khong hiéu co s& mang ddng do dy vé
nha nhu the nao. “Toi suu tap d6 Denny and George. Ba muroi bang Anh!”

“Pa c6 ngudi trd ba muroi bang anh,” Caspar n6i. Anh 4 4y nhin quanh phong - nhung tht ca déu im king. Moi ngudi dang xép hang dé nhan d6 minh da
mua duoc, hodc udng nude & quiy bar, mdt s6 it nguoi con lai thi ngdi ghé chuyén trd véi nhau,

“C6 ai tra cho chiéc khéin hiéu Denny and George cao hon khong?”

“C6 day!” mot ginog vang Ién tir phia sau, va t6i thiy mdt ¢o gai miic dd den gio tay Ién. “Co nguoi tra ba muroi lim bang Anh qua dién thoai.”
“Bbn muroi bang,” ¢b gii miic 4o hdng tra i rat nhanh.

“Nammuroi,” ¢d gai mic 4o den khong It bude.

“Nam muroi 4?” ¢d gai miic 40 hong ndi, xoay nguoi trén chiée ghé. “Ai dang tra gia thé? C6 phai b Miggy Sloane khong?”’

“Ngudi tra gia mubn gidu tén,” cd gai 4o den dap lai sau mdt chit ngip ngimg. C6 Ay nhin t6i, va trong gidy lat, trai tim toi twdng nhu ngimg dap.
“Toi doan d6 chi co thé a Miggy,” ¢ gai noi, 1di quay ngudi lai. “O, ¢6 dy khong thé danh bai dugc t6i dau. Sau muroi bang Anh.”

“Sau muoi?”” anh chang ngdi canh 6 i, mét nhin ddng dd ¢6 vira dau gia dugc, hoi voi giong canh béo. “Cho mdt chiéc khan?”

“Mot chiée khan higu Denny and George, ngde a!” ¢6 gai dap lai, rdi nhép mdt ngum ruou. “Gid ciia né trong shop it nhét ciing phéi hai trim bang Anh!
O4, ngoc that. Ba dén wot cua toi dau.”

Co gai miic a0 den dang thi thao nho nhé trong dién thoai. Sau d6 nhin lén Caspar va tra gia.

“Mot tram.”

“Mot tram?” ¢d ghi 4o hong xoay ngudi lan nira. “Thét ha?”

“Hang duoc tra gia mdt trim bang Anh cho chiéc khén hiéu Denny and George. C6 ai tra cao hon khong?”

“M&t triim hai muroi,” ¢d gai 4o hdng n6i. Vai phit im king trdi qua, c6 gai 4o den lai dang thi thao trong dién thoai. Roi ¢ Ay ngudc 1én ndi, “Mot trim
nammroi.”

Nhirng tiéng n6i thi thao thich thi vang lén khéip can phong, va dam ngudi dang ndi chuyén & quiy déu quay ra phia san dau gia.

“M6t tram nam muroi bang Anh,” Caspar ndi. “T6i ¢6 gid mdt trim ndm muroi bang Anh cho Lo 126, chiéc khin hiéu Denny and George.”

“Con cao hon ca gia minh d2 mua no,” t6i thi thao véi Suze.

“Gia cao nhat biy gio | ctia ngudi tra gid qua dién thoai. Mot triim ndm muroi bang Anh. Thira cic quy 6ng quy ba, mdt trim nim muroi bang Anh.”

Ca cin phong im ling cng thing - bat chot t6i nhdn ra tay minh dang bop chiit, nhimg mong tay d4m manh vao long ban tay.



“Hai trim,” 0 gii do hdng hét 1én budng binh, quanh phong ¢6 tiéng tho hon hén. “hiy n6i voi ngudi dau gid cta cd, cd Miggy Sloane, rang bat ké ¢6 iy
dau gid & mirc ndo, i cling s& tra cao hon ¢ ay.”

Tét ca moi ngudi quay lai nhin ¢b gii 40 den, nguoi dang thi thao vao chiée dién thoai, rdi gat dau.

“Nguoi ddu gia ctia 61 it Iui rdi,” ¢6 Ay nhin 1én néi. Bdng nhién trong t6i trao dang cam gidc thit vong khong ti ndo hiéu duoc, danh mim cudi che
giau.

“Hai trim bang Anh!” t6i n6i v6i Suze. “Thét qué tot!”

“Mot... hai... ba... hang da dugc ban,” Caspar néi, va dap bua. “Cho c6 gai 4o h@)ng”

Mt trang phéo tay ndi Ién, Caspar cudi rang 1o nhin xung quanh. Anh 4y ning chiéc khén 1én dinh dira cho Fénlla thi t6i ngiin lai.
“Cho d4,” t6i noi. “Toi mudn trao tan tay cho co dy duoc khong?”

Téi ly chiéc khan tir tay Caspar, nin Bing giit nd mot hoi, camnhan ghét iéu min nhu to than quen. Toi van con ngiri thdy mili huong ctia minh trén chiée
kham. Tham chi ca cai cam giac khi Luke quang chiéc khan quanh c6 toi.

Co gai quang khin Denny and George.
Sau do t6i hit tho' sau rdi di xubng phia dudi, xubng khoi buc, di dén chd co gai miic 40 hong. Toi cudi vdi ¢b Ay va trao cho co chiée khin.
“Hay deo 16,” toi noi. “N6 rat dac biét diy.”

“Vang, t6i biét.” c6 gai ndi rat kha. “Toi biét nd rit dic biét ma.” Tur nhién ching t6i nhin nhau mdt lic, va t6i co cam gic ring ¢b 4y hiéu hét nhitng gi
t01 dinh ndi. RO ¢d ay quay lai, han hoan tung chiéc khin 1én giong nhur mot chién tich. “The 1a ¢6 thua t6i roi, Miggy a!”

Toi quay lai bude 1én buc. Caspar dang ngdi d6, trong anh c6 vé rét mét.
“Anh am rét t5t,” t0i n6i, 16i ngdi xudng canh anh. “Cam on anh thit nhidu. Anh da lam rt t5t.”

“C6 gi dau!” Caspar noi. “Thye sy anh rét thich viée nayy. Mot chit thay doi so voi cong viéc ciia anh voi d6 st ¢6 ctia Birc.” Anh chitay sang méy &
gidy ghi chép. “Anh nghi minh cling ban dugc mdt khoan kha kha roi day.”

““Anh im qua hay!” Suze n6i r0i budc t6i ngdi xubng clng ching t0i, va dua cho Caspar mdt cdc bia. “Bex o, that long m noi cu da thodt ra khoi
rung r6i day.” Co ay thd dai day ngudng md.

“Cau biét khong, moi viée cho thiy ki cau da ding. Mua sém chinh ki déu tur. Y minh 1, vi dy nhur, ciu da kiém dwoc bao nhiéu tir chiée khén Denny
and George ay?”

“Um...” t6i nhim nit, ¢b giing tinh toan. “Khoang... sdu muroi phén trim”

“Sau muroi phan tram Ji. Chua day mot ndm. Cau thiy khong? Kiém tién nhur thé con hon Ién san chimg khoan cii k¥ tiéu diéu!” C6 4y rit mot diéu
thudc ra roi cham Ira. “Cau biet khong, 1€ ra minh ciing nén ban d6 ctia minh nhur céu.”

“Céu lam gl con céi gi nira dau,” t6i ndi. “Cau virt sach rdi con gi.”

“Vay déy.” Mt Suze xiu xuéng. “Chia o, tai sao con lai im thé nhi?”

Toi tyra Iung vao khuyu tay va nhdm miit. Chéing hiéu sao dot nhién t6i lai mét rii ra.
“Vay i mai em s& Ién dudng 42 Caspar n6i, ndc mdt ngum bia.

“Mai emdi,” t6i n6i, ddm dam nhin Ién tran nha. Ngiy i toi s& rdi Anh va bay sang My song. B lai tit ca moi thir dé rdi bat dAu lai tir dau. Khong
hi€u sao, dicu do co vé khong thyrc t€ lim

“Em s& khong phai bay Ic tinh mo mo dét ddy chir?”” anh Ay n6i, liéc nhin ddng ho.

“On Chuia, khong, Em bay lic nam gioy chiéu.”

“Tot 161, Caspar git dau néi. “Nhur vy em s& ¢6 nhiéu thdi gian hon.”

“Vang,' Toi dtng lén nhin sang Suze, ¢6 ay nhin t6i cudi. “Minh c6 quéa nhidu thoi gian chi dé sip xép vai thir con con.”

“Becky, ching t0i it vui vi chi da thay doi quyét dinh!” Zelda kéu én ngay khi nhin thiy 61 Toi dtmg Ién khoi chiéc sofa minh dang ngdi doi & chd & tan,
va cudi voi co ta. “Moi nguoi déu rat xtic dong khi biet chi dén. Bicu gi khién chi thay doi vay?”



“Oi, 6i ciing chéing biét nira,” t6i néi giong vui vé. “C6 thé 1...”

“Um, dé t6i dua chi én phong trang diém... bon toi van 1on xon thé ddy nhung t6i d sép xép cho chi mot chd rdi...”

“Khong van dé gi,” t6i néi. “Cang sém cang tot.”

“T6i phai nbi 13 trong chi rét tuyét,” Zelda néi, trong khi nhin t6i tir ddu dén chén vai vé hoi thit vong. “Chi c6 giam cin ndo khong ddy
“Mot it thoi, 101 nghi vay.”

“A... stress mj,” ¢ ta n6i vé khon ngoan. “Stress, ké giét nguoi Bing 18. Bon t6i s& im mdt churong trinh vé vin dé ndy tuln téi. Con by gid!” ¢ ta kéu
1én r6i day t6i vao phong trang diém. “day 1a Becky...”

“Zelda, tat ca bon 0 déu biét Becky ma,” Chloe ndi, ¢ Ay trang diém cho t0i k& tir an dau toi xuat hién trén churong trich Morning Coffee. C6 4y xi
it nhin t6i trong gurong khién t6i phai nin cuoi

“A, tht nhién 1 co biét. Xin 16i Becky nhé. Toi cir nghi Becky 1 khach moi ma. Nay Chioe, dimng trang diém qua dep cho Becky hom nay nhé. Chiing ta
khong mubn ¢d 4y trong qua ryre 1 va hanh phiic, diing khong nio?” C6 ta ha giong. “Nhé ding mascara chng nude nhé. Thye ra B moi thir déu phai
chdng nurée. Hen gip lai.”

Zelda a0 ra khdi phong, Choloe ném theo c¢6 ta mdt cai nhin khinh bi.

“OK,”co éy 061 “Minh s& trang diém cho céu dep nhur chinh céu vay. Ruc 1 hon, hanh phiic hon.”

“Cam on Chloe,” t0i curdi véi ¢d 4y, roi ngdi xudng ghé.

“Ma nay, ding c6 ndi voi minh 14 cau thure s can mascara chdng nurée dy nhé,” c6 4y néi trong khi choang 4o quanh ngudi toi.

“khong bao gioy,” toi ni vé chic chén. “Tha ho giét minh trude con hon.”

“C6 nguoi s& im vay dy,” mdt ¢o gai & phong dbi dién ndi, va tit ca ching t6i khong nhin dugc cudi.

“Tét ca nhirmg gi minh ¢6 thé ndi voi cau | hy vong cdu dugc tré cong ximg dang khi tham gia vao chuong trinh nay,” Chloe noi trong khi bét du thoa
kem nén vao miit toi.

“U, moi viéc ctia minh xdy ra ding nhur vay ddy. Nhung minh khong dén déy vi tién.”

Khoang nira g6 sau, t6i 6 mit trong Phong Xanh, ding luc Clare Edward cting bude vao. C6 ta mic bo vest miu xanh sam von khong t6n ¢6 1én chit
nao - khong bict co phai do t6i trong twong ra khong hay ding la da c6 ngudi chi dao trong c6 ta phai nhot nhat nhu thé? Dudi anh den trong ¢6 ta s&
rat xanh xao.

“0,” Clare ndi, trong c6 ta ¢ vé chung himg khi nhin thiy t6i. “Chao Becky.”

“Chao Clare,” t6i dap lai. “Lau im khong gip cau.”

“U,” Cb ta dan tay vao nhau. “Minh rat tiéc vé nhiing gi da xay ra vi cau.”

“Camon cav,” to1 khe dap lai. “Pung 1a 4c y phai khong Clare?”’

Ngay lip tirc Clare d6 mét quay di - t0i thoang thiy xAu hd voi chinh minh. PAu phai tai ¢6 ta ma toi bi dudi viée.

“N6i that Ja minh rat vui khi cau nhan cong viée nay,” toi ndi chan thanh. “Va minh nghi cau dang lim rét t6t.”

“Bugc rdil” Zelda 40 vao. “Tét cé ching toi da chuén bi sén sang, Xin moi Becky.” C0 ta quang tay ti khi ching toi bude ra ngodi. “Toi biét viéc nay
s& lam chi bi ton thuong Chung t6i da chuan bi cho chi cé thoi gian... 1an nita, nhung néu suy sup thi chi ¢t khde nhé, ban dau 1a thon thirc, thé nao cling
duoc... dung lo lang.”

“Camon Zelda,” toi néi va git du nghiém tiic. “T6i s& ghi nhé' nhimg diéu nay.”

Ching t6i bude vao truong quay, Rory va Emma dang ngdi & d6 trén ghé sofa. Trong lic di ngang qua t6i ngudc 1én man hinh, bire anh kinh khing ctia
61 & New York duoc phdng to, t6 d6 va dat ti€u d¢ 1a “Bi mit Pau thuong cta Becky.”

“Chao Becky,” Emma n6i khi t6i ngdi xudng, va vd nhe vao tay ti vé cam théng, “Chi 6n ca chir? Chi c6 mudn iy mot it khin gidy khong?”
“Um.. khong cin dau. Camon. “Toi ha giong. “Nhung c6 1§, em biét ddy, 14t nira da.”

“Cb that diing cam khi dén ddy quay,” Rory n6i, liéc mit nhin vao t& gidy ghi chép ctia minh.



“Cé ding 13 bd me ¢6 tir bo co khong?”

“San sang nhé, naim” Zelda hét kén tir bén dudi, “bbn, ba...”

“Xin chéo céc quy vi khan gid,” Emma ndi dm dam vao 6ng kinh. “Ching ti da moi dén truong quay hom nay mot vi khach rét diic biét. Hang nghin
khan gia truyén hinh s& phai ddi theo cau chuyén vé Becky Bloomwood, von 1a chuyén gia ti chinh cua ching t6i. Tuy nhién, o bao The Daily World lai
tict 10 rang Beck khong hé cé mdt co sé tai chinh 6n dinh ndo cho ban than ¢6 ca.”

Bc anh t6i di mua sim & My xuAt hién trén méan hich cung voi mdt loat cac tit bao, vdinhac nén [ bai ht “Nay ¢6 emnghién mua sam!”

“Becky,” Emma n6i khi ban nhac nénnho dan. “Trude hét, chung t61 vo cling léy lam tiéc va thong cam voi hoan canh ctia chi. Lat nita, qh(mg t01 S€ moi
chuyén g tai chinh m6i ctia ching t6i, Clare Edwards, tur van vé huéng giai quyet cho tham hoa nay cta chi. Con by gio, t6i khong muon cac khan gia
truyén hinh ctia ching ta phai doi Iau hon nita... Becky, chi cé thé tiet 1o cho ching t6i bict hién gio chi dang con ng bao nhi€u khong?”

“Rét s&n long, Emima,” t61 noi, va hit mdt hoi that sau. “Vao thoi diém hién tai, s6 tién no ctia to1...” toi ngung lai mot chit, cam théy moi ngudi trong
truong quay dang nin thd chd mdt ¢ soc.

“Bang khong.”
“Bang khong?”” Emma nhin Rory nhur thé mudn kiém tra xem nhiing gi ¢6 iy nghe thay c6 dung khong, “Béng khong?”

“John Gavin, giam ddc phu trach cac khoan thau chi ciia t6i, vao Iic chin gids ba muroi phut sang nay da vui mimg xéc nhan voi t6i ring t6i da tra duoc
hét cac khoan thau chi ctia minh. T6i da tréd dugc tirng khoan ng ctia minh.”

Toi tir cho phép minh né modt ny cudi khi nhé Tai khudn mit cua John Gavin sang nay, lic t6i trao cho anh ta hang tap hang tap tién. Toi nhitng mong anh
ta phai quan quai, ling ting va bure boi. Nhung sau vai nghin bang dAu tién duoc tra, anh ta bat dAu mim cudi rdi ra higu moi moi ngudi xung quanh
chimg kién sy viée. Cubi cling anh ta ndng nhiét bt tay t6i - va ni thém ring anh ta da hiéu nhimg gi Derek Smeath n6i vé toi.

Toi lai ban khoan tyr hoi 6ng ban cii Smeath da noi gi?

“Céc ban thy ddy, t6i khong con & trong hoan canh kho khiin nita,” t6i ndi thém. “N6i that I t6i chura bao gior cam thy t6t hon bay gio.”

“duoc rdi...” Emma n6i. “Toi hiéu.” Trong anh mit ctia ¢d Ay ¢6 vé xao nhiing - Barry chiic dang hét én diéu gi d6 trong tai nghe ciia ¢ 4y.

“Nhung thim chi ngay ca khi van dé tai chinh ctia ¢6 da duoc giai quyét tam thoi thi cude sdng ciia ¢b van dang trong tinh trang khing hoang chir.” C6
ay nhoai nglroi vé phia trudc vé cam thong,

“Cb that nghiép... bi ban bé xa lanh...”

“Nguoc lai i ding khac, t6i khong hé thit nghiép. Chiéu nay t6i s& bay sang M§, mdt cong viéc moi dang chd t61 & d6. Hoi mao hiém mbt chit... nhung
d6 s€ 1a thir thach mdi... Va ndi that 1a t6i nghi minh s& hanh phic & d6. Con ban be cua t6i thi...”” Gigng t6i thoang nghen ngao, t6i hit mdt hoi that sau.
“Chinh nhing ngurdi ban cua t6i da giip t6i vrot qua con hoan nan nay. Chinh nhitng nguroi ban cua t6i da udn diung bén t6i.”

Toi chita oi, khong thé tin dirgc. Cudi cling thi nhing giot mrdc mét hiém hoi ciing lan tran. T6i rang chop it that manh, va mim cudi that troi voi
Emma.

“Thie sy thi vn dé ctia t6i khong phai I cau chuyén ciia tht bai. Dung, t6i da ket no; ding, t6i da bi dudi viée. Nhung t6i da m duoc diéu gi d6 trong
chuyén nay.” Toi quay sang chiéc may ghi hinh. “Va t6i muon ndi véi nhitng ai cling dang gip rac roi nhur toL.. cac ban ciing ¢6 the vurot qua duge kho
khan. Hay lam diéu gi d6. Ban hét quan 4o ctia minh. Nop don tim mot cong viée moi. Ban c6 thé bat dau lai tir daw, giong nhur t6i day.”

Ca trurdng quay im king, Dot nhién c6 mdt tiéng vo tay tir sau chiéc méy ghi hinh. Toi sung s6t nhin - d6 chinh 1 Dave, anh chang quay phim Anha dy
nhin t6i cuoi toe toét va ra d4u bang miéng “Lam t6t Am.” That bat ngd Gareth, dao dién trudng quay, ciing hoa nhip vao... thémmot ai do... 10i ca
trudng quay vo tay ram 19, trir Emma va Rory, hai ngudi trong ¢6 vé rit bbi rdi - va Zelda, c6 ta dang dién cudng hét vao chiée loa.

“Um,” Emma n6i sau khi nhitng trang phdo tay ]ang xubng. “Ching ta s& tamnghi it phit - sau d6 ching ta s& tiép tuc theo ddi cau chuyén chinh ctia ngiy
hémnay: Cau chuyén... Bau thuong... im...” Co 4y ngap ngimg mot lat, ling nghe huréng dan tir tai nghe. ... that ra i Cau chuyén... rm.. Chién

thing... trm... ctia Becky.”

Nhac hiéu nbi Ién tir loa va ¢6 ta liéc nhin chiéc hop didu khién thiét bj ddy tir toi. “Udc gi 6ng Ay chip nhan diéu chét tiét nay.”
“Hen giip lai,” ti n6i, roi dimg ddy. “Toi di day.”

“Pi 47 Emma n6i. “Chj chua thé di duoc.”

“0, 61 c6 thé di chi.” T6i n6i vao chiéc mic, va Eddie, gi phy trach 4m thanh lao ra x6a phan d6 di.

“N6i hay Fim,” anh ta thi thim va kéo cai mic khoi 4o khodc ciia t6i. “Dimg nghe bon ho.” Anh cudi toe toét véi toi. “Barry dang lim loan 1én & ngoai
kia kia.”



“Nay Becky,” Zelda nhay dyng 1én sg i, “Chi dinh di dau vay?”

“T6i da n6i hét nhitng diéu can noi. By gid toi phéi di cho kip chuyén bay.”
“Chi khong duoc di bay gio. Ching t6i da m xong dau.”

“T6i lam xong phan ctia minh rdi,” ti vira ndi vira voi iy céi tui.

“Nhung tit ca céc dudng ddy dién thoai déu do.” Zelda noi, va chay voi dén chd toi. “Tong dai nghén cd. Tat ca nhitng ngudi goi dién déu noi..” Co ta
nhin t6i cham chdp ct nhu the chua tirng gap t6i trudc day. <Y t6i 1a... ching toi khong hi€u. Ai cd thé nghirang...”

“Té1 phai di Zelda a.”

“Chor da, Becky.” Zelda noi khi t0i da ra dén cira truong quay. “Ching toi... Barry va t6i.. vra trao doi nhanh vi nhau. Va ching t6i khong biét liéu chi
cothé...”

“Zelda,” t6i nhe nhang ngit 1oi ¢6 dy. “Pa qua mudn roi. Toi phai di ddy.”

Khoang gan ba gid t6i dén san bay Heathrow. T6i van con virong van sau bita lién hoan chia tay trong quan ruou voi Suze, Tarquin, va bd me t6i. Thanh
that ma ndi trong thAm tdm t6i chi nuon 6a khdc va quay trd lai véi nhitng ngurdi than yéu. Nhung dong thoi, t6i cling chura bao gio cam thay tur tin hon
lic nay trong doi minh. T6i chac rang minh dang di ding hudng,

Trong ltic di ngang qua chiéc ké dé bao mién phi & tram dimg san bay, t6i vi Ay t& Financial Times. Chi i Vi thoi xua cfi xa x61 Va lai, biét d4u cAm to
F inancigl Times t6i lai c6 co hoi kiem duge mdt cho ngdi trén khoang hang sang, Toi vira dinh gip to bao dé nd gon gang dudi nach thi nhan ra mdt cai
tén khien t6i ling di.

Brandon d4u gi4 ctru cong ty. Trang 27.

To6ii run run mo o bao, 1at tim trang va doc cau chuyén bén trong,

Luke Brandon, m)t doanh nhén chuyén vé finh virc PR trong nginh tai chinh dang ¢6 giing thuyét phuc céc nha dau tur & lai sau sy viéc lam mét uy tin lon
do mdt vai nhn vién cap cao ctia cong ty gy ra gan ddy. Tinh than va thai d0 lam viée ctia nhan vién trong cong ty PR von rét tiéng tim ndy dang rat sa
sut trude tin don vé trong lai bap bénh cua cong ty. Trong cac budi hop vé van dé khing hoang cong ty t6 chirc hém nay, Brandon dang tim cach thuy6t
phuc dugc céc nha dau tu chap nhin nhiing ké hoach cai t6 tri¢t d€ cta anh, trong 6 dé cap tdi viéc...

Toi doc dén phan cudi bai béo, va ddm dam nhin birc hinh cia Luke trong gidy lit. Trong anh van tyr tin nhu moi khi - nhung t6i ciing khong quén loi
nhén xét ctia Michael rang anh dang bi quang vao mdt bai chan ngya. Ca the gidi sup d6 quanh anh, ciing gidng nhur trudng hop clia t6i vay. Thim chi co

thé me anh chiing thém goi dién dong vién ly nira Ioi.

Long t6i thoang nhoi Ién vi thwong anh. Toi nhitng mubn goi dién cho anh, n6i voi anh moi chuyén s& on. Nhung ha cé gi. Anh ban ron voi cude sdng ctia
anh - con t61 ban rdn voi cudc sOng cua toi. Vay 1a tdi gip to béo lai, viing bude dén thing ban lam thi tuc.

“Chi ¢6 phai khai bao gi khong?”” ¢ nhan vién nhin dang ky thu tuc turoi cudi véi toi.

“Khong,” t6i noi. “Toi khong mang theo nhiéu dd, chi ¢6 toi va mot cai tii thoi. Toi hoi ndng to Financial Times 1én mdt chit. “Liéu ti ¢6 co hdindo
duoc doi sang ghe hang sang khong nhi?”’

“Xin 161 quy khach, homnay khong con ghé ndo ca.” C6 Ay nhin toi ra chiéu thong cam. “Nhung ti ¢6 thé xép chd cho ¢ gn I6i thoét hiém. Chd do rat
rong rai cho c6 dudi chan. “Lam on dé t6i can hanh ly.”

“Ving™

Trong khi t6i dang khom hung dit c4i va ly bé xiu ctia minh 1én hing chuyén, t6i nghe thiy giong ndi quen thudc sau lung minh, “Chd da.”

Toi chot cam thy chao dao nhur vira rét xudng tir d6 cao sau mét. Khong thé tin duoc, - chinh i anh.

Chinh Ia Luke, dang sai budc qua phong doi dén thing ban lam thu tyc. Anh an vén van dep nhur moi khi, nhung girong miit anh ti xanh pho phac.
Quéang miit anh khién anh tréng nhur thé dang ton tai theo ché dd &n uong chi gdbm ca phé va nhitng d&m ngti mudn.

“Em dang 1am cai quai gi thé?” anh Ay hoi khi dén gan chd t6i. “Pang dinh bay dén Washington diy 42"
“Con anh im gi & day?” t6i run rdy vic lai. “Chéng phai anh dang hop ban vé khing hoang ctia cng ty véi cac nha dau tur sao?”’
“Diing. Cho dén khi Mel mang tra vao va bao nhin thiy em trén ti vi sang nay. Vi thé anh goi ngay cho Suze va biét duoc sé chuyén bay ctia em...”

“Anh vira rdi cude hop?” t6i chdm chiim nhin anh. “Ngay giita budi hop?”’



“Cd ay ndi em dang dinh bay khoi dét nurde nay.” Poi mét sim miu ciia anh syc sao nhin khip mit t6i. “C6 ding khong?”
“Ding,” t6i n6i, roi cai chat khoa va li. “Emsé di.”
“Nhur thé ndy sao? Tham chi ching thém néi v6i anh?”

“ing, nhu thé ndy day,” t6i n6i, va diit bich chiéc va li xubng bing chuyén. “Ciing gidng nhu khi anh v& Anh ma chéing thém n6i véi t0i mot 1oi.” Giong
to1 rat cau khién Luke c6 vé hoi chim lai.

“Becky...”

“Ghé canh cira s6 hay canh 16i di?” c6 gai lam thii tuc chen ngang,

“Xin cho i ghé canh ctra s0.”

“Becky...”

Di dong ctia anh kéu inh én, khién anh gian dir it di. “Becky... anh mudn noi chuyén.”

“Bay gidr anh muén n6i chuyén ha?” t6i nhic lai 101 anh. “Thét tuyét. Anh chon dtng thoi diém ddy. Dung lic t6i dang dang ky thi tuc bay.” Téi dap manh
to Financial Times vao nu ban tay. “Thé con cac budi hop vé khiing hoang thi sao0?”’

“Viee d6 6 thé chr duge.”

“Tuong lai ciia cong ty anh 6 thé chd duge?”” Toi nhuén may. “Ching phai nhur thé hoi... thiéu trach nhiém sao, ha Luke?”

“Néu nghe theo 10 em thi cong ty anh da khong c6 cai twong lai khon nan ndy,” anh kéu Ién, vé gién di, va toi thiy ca ngwoi minh gin nhu t& dai. “Anh
vira n6i chuyén v6i Michael. Anh dy da ké cho anh nghe nhitng gi em lam Em da biet con ngui ctia Alicia ra sao. Emda canh béo anh ay thé nao. Va
lam sao em phat hién ra moi chuyén.”” Anh lac dau. “Chiia oi, anh chang hay bict gi ca, gia nhur anh biét nghe 101 em, Becky...”

“L& ra anh 4y khong nén néi véi anh,” t6i im bim gian dit. “T6i d3 bao anh iy khong noi. Anh 4y da hira.”

“0, anh 4y da n6i hét véi anh! Va bay gio...” Luke dimg lai. “Va by gits anh chéing biét n6i g, giong anh trdm king, “Chéing dAm n6i'Cam on e nita.”
Ching t6i dam chiéu nhin nhau trong im king mot Ic.

“Anh chang phai n6i gl ca,” cudi cling t6i Ién tiéng, va nhin sang chd khac. “T6i im vay vi khong chiu dwoc c6 nang Alicia. Thé thoi.”

“Vy... 10i da xép chd cho chi & hang ba muroi hai,” ¢6 i & ban thit tuc vui vé ndi voi toi. “Gid goi én méy bay | bbn giv ba muoi...” C6 &y nhin vao ho
chiéu ctia 61, sac mat thay doi. “Nay! Chi lam trong chuong trinh Morning Coffee ding khong?”

“Trudc day thdi,” toi mim cudi lich sy.

“0, vang,” ¢b Ay ling ting ndi. Liic tra lai h chiéu va thé Ién may bay cho t6i, ¢ Ay dua mit nhin qua & Financial Times r0i dimg lai & tAm hinh ctia
Luke. C6 ngude lén nhin Luke, r6i lai cui xudng.
“Tir tir d8, anh chinh I3 nguoi trong t& bao ha?” c6 hdi, va dap dap tay vao birc hinh.

“Trude day thoi,” Luke néi sau vai gidy ngap ngimg. “Thoi ndo Becky. It nhét ciing dé anh moi em cde murde chir.”

Chiing t6i ngbi 0 mot chiéq ban nho vdi hai cbe ruou Pernod. Toi co thé nhin théy tin higu sang & chiéc di dong ctia Luke nhap nhay nim gidy mot lan,
chirng to c6 ai day dang ¢ gang lién hé voi anh. Nhung duong nhur anh chang dé y.

“Anh da rét‘mlén goi cho em,” anh n6i, mét khong roi khoi clﬁép cbe. “Ting ngay qua, anh déu’nuén goi cho em. Nhung... moi thir tré nén dién cudng
ttr lac anh vé. Em timg n6i anh khong cé thoi gian cho nhirng mdi quan h¢ thire sy. Dicu nay khién anh phai suy nghi. Va...” Anh dirng lai lang im

“Va gi?” cubi cing t6i Ién tiéng.

““Anh khong chéc im.” anh noi, ngwéc cip mit ndu théing théin kén. “Su thét | anh ciing khong biét ligu chiing ta c6 thé vurot qua duge moi trd ngai dé
bén nhau khong, O New York, dot nhién ching ta chai li va bat dau 1& sang hai hudng khac biét. Ctr nhur thé chiing ta khong con hiéu nhau duge nira.”

L& ra t6i c6 thé ngdi yén king nghe nhitng gi anh n6i ma khong ¢ phan tmg gi. Nhung vi Iy do ndo do, ¢ hong t6i lai nghen .
“Vay... diéu gi da thay d6i?” t6i n6i, ¢b ra vé gian don. “Tai sao anh lai & ddy? Trong c4i ngay tat ca cac nha dau tu bay dén gip anh.”
“Chéng c6 gl hay ho ca. Anh s& ké cho em nghe sau.” Guong mit anh thoang 16 vé thich thu.

“Nhung lim sao anh biét em dang chuén bi tir bo dat nrdc nay? Michael a mdt ké chuyén gidu giém moi chuyén. Va khi anh biét em dang trén duong



10 khi...” Anh nhin vao miét t6i. “Anh dot nhién nhin ra.”

“Nhin ra... cai gi?”’ toi guong hoi.

“Rang anh 14 thing ngdc... khén kiép...”

Anh lo dang ddy céi cdc quanh ban, nhur thé dang tim kiém mot cai gi do, con t6i nhin anh damdam o ling, “Emda ding,” anh dot nhién n6i. “Anh bi
am anh boi tham vong thanh cong & New York. That dién r6. Anh chang con nhdn ra dugce diéu gi nita. Chua oi, that khon kiép, anh da lam hong moi
thtr. Em... ching ta... cong viéc kinh doa

“Thoi nao Luke,” t61 ling ting n6i. “Anh khong thé nhan trach nhiém trong moi chuyén. Em c6 tin tt knh cho anh déy...” Toi dimg lai khi thiy Luke Fic
dau. Anh udng can cbe rrou rdi thing thén nhin toi.

“C6 diéu ny em can phai biét, Becky... em nghi tai sao t& The Daily World lai néim dwoc cac chi tiét tai chinh ctia em?”

T61 nhin anh kinh ngac.

“Chinh... chinh 14 do c6 gai lam vi€c & cuc thué. C6 ta da dén can ho cta bon em rinh md khi Suze dang...” T61 ngd nguoi ra khi anh lai lic dAu lan nira.
“D6 chinh 1a Alicia.”

Trong chic 1at, t6i stng s6t khong thdt 1én 1oi.

“Alicia 47" cudi cung t6i ciing bat ra. “Lam sao anh...? Tai sao ¢0 ta lai...?”

“Khi kiém tra phong ciia ¢ ta, bon anh da tim thiy méy ban sao ké ngAn hang ctia em trong ngiin kéo, va cé méy cai thur nita. Chita moi biét lam thé nao
¢d ta c6 dugc ching” Anh tho hét ra. “Sang nay anh tim dugc mot g3 lam cho t& The Daily World, anh ta xac nhan chinh Alicia | ngwdi tung tin. Ho
chi lan theo céc thdng tin c6 ta d4 cung cap.”

Toi nhin anh dam dim, cam thiy 6n lanh. N6 lai c4i ngay t0i dén véin phong anh. Chiéc tli hiéu Conran véi céc 14 thur bén trong. Alicia dang dimg canh

ban ctia Mel, trong nhu thé mdt con meo vé dugce chudt vay.

Toi da biét minh bo lai thir gi d6. Oi chiia oi, im sao ma t6i lai ngde dén thé co chu!

“Nhung em khong phéi |a myc tiéu chinh cta 6 ta,” Luke n6i. “C0 ta Jam thé dé boi nho thanh danh clia anh va cong ty - va dé dénh lac hudéng anh khoi
nhing gi ¢0 ta dang thure sy dung kén. Ho van chura bao lai ket qua diéu tra nhung anh chéc chan ¢6 ta chinh a 'con ong tay 40" da dua hét tat ca nhitng

thong tin vé anh.” Anh tho sdu. “Becky a... van d€ 1a ¢ cho anh da hi€u sai moi chuyén. Hop dong bi hity khdng phai 16i tai em.” Anh nhin t6i chan thanh.

“Moi thir ctia em bi huty hoai [a 161 tai anh.”

Toi ngdi yén ling mot lat, chéing thé ndi duge gi. Nhu thé mot cai gi do dé ning lén ngudi t6i dang dan dwoc nhic 1én. Toi khong biét minh nén nghi gi
hay cam thay gi nita.

“Anh that sy xin 18i em,” Luke n6i, “vé tét ca nhitng gi em da phai trai qua.”

“Khong.” Toi hit mot hoi dai, the run run. “Luke, day dau phai a 16i tai anh. Thm chi day cting chiang phai 16i tai Alicia. C6 4y chi cho ho thong tin.
Nhungy em1a, néu em ching vudng phai miy chuyén no nan kia, va néu em khong dién cudng mua sam & New York - thi ho cling ching c6 chuyén gi
m viét v& em ca, dung khong?” Toi x0a x0a khudn mit kho khdc ctia minh. “That khing khiép va nhyc nhi. Nhung xét dudi goe do tich cuc, bai bao
4y lai dem dén diéu g do ot dep cho em. [t nhit em ciing nhan ra mdt vai diéu vé ban than minh.”
Téi nhc cdc 1én, nhdn ra nd d can tir ic ndo roi lai dt xuéng

“Emudng mdt cHe nita nhé?” Luke noi.

“Khong. Khong, em cam on.”

Ca hai ching t6i im king. Xa xa, c6 tiéng loa goi hanh khach di trén chuyén bay BA 2340 t6i San Francisco dén cong 29.

“Anh blet Michael mdi em am viée,” Luke ni. Anh chi vao céi va li ctia t6i. “Anh hiéu i em d& nhan 11 anh 4y.” Anh ngimg lai, t6i nhin anh dm chiéu,
hoi run ray nhung khong ni gi. “Becky.... dimng dén Washington nira. Hay dén lim cho anh.”

“Lam cho anh?”” t6i giat minh.
“Hay dén lam cho Brandon Communications.”
“Anh c6 dién khong day?”

Anh vubt toc ra ding sau, bdng nhién trong anh rat tré va yéu dudi. Gidng nhu ngudi dang cin duoc nghi ngoi.



“Anh khong dién. S6 Iuong nhin vién ctia anh da giam di muoi phén trim. Anh cAn mdt ngudi nhu em & vi tri cAp cao. Em hicu biét vé tai chinh. Em da
tirng lam phdng vién. Em c¢d moi quan h¢ tot voi moi ngurdi, em da quen thude voi cong ty...”

“Luke, anh hoan toan ¢6 thé tim duge mdt nguoi nhr em,” t6i n6i xen vao. “Tham chi anh con co thé tim dugc ai d6 t6t hon nira kia! Ai docs kinh
nghiém vé PR, ai d6 timg lam trong...”

“Thoi duogc, anh dang n6i dbi,” Luke cét ngang 11 toi. “Anh dang ndi dbi”” Anh hit thé' sau.
“Khong phai anh can mt ai d6 gidng em. Anh cdnem”
Anh thing thin nhin vao nit ti - con ti choang vang nhan ra khong phai anh dang n6i ¢én Brandon Communications.

“Anh can em, Becky. Anh phai c6 em. Anh da khong nhan ra diéu d6 cho dén khi em khong con bén anh nira. K& tir ic em di, nhitng 10i n6i ctia em ctr
vang Ién trong dau anh. Tham vong ctia anh. Nhung moi quan hé cua anh. Thdm chi 1a vé€ ca me anh.”

“Me anh?” Téi so' hii nhin anh dm chiéu. “Em nghe n6i anh da c6 ging sip xép dé gip ba...”

“P6 khong phéi i 16i ctia ba.” Anh I]If:lp mot ngumruou Pernod. “Me anh ¢6 chuyén dot xuat nén khong dén dugc. Nhung em néi ding, anh nén danh
nhicu thoi gian hon voi me. Thire sw hi€u me hon, va c6 gang xdy dap moi quan hé gan giii hon, cling giong nhur em da lam véi me em” Anh nguée 1én
nhfu may trurde vé ing thinh cua toi. “D6 chinh la dicu em muon ndi, dung khong?”?

T6i thir ¢6 hinh dung canh Luke va me anh n6i chuyén ciing nhau trong bép giéng nhur t6i va me - nhung khong thé trdng twong duroc.

“A... vang,” t0i n6i vi vang “Véng, do chinh 1 nhimg gi em mudn n6i. Chinh thé dy.”

“D6 ciing I diéu anh mudn néi. Em 1 nguoi duy nhét n6i voi anhnhungd1euanhcanpha1nghe tham chi ca khi anh khong mudn nghe. Anh nén ké hét
v6i emmoi chuyén ngay tir dau. Anh that 1... anh khong biét nira. Kiéu cang, Ngu xuin.”

Nhung 16 anh n6i v& minh hoang véng va naing né nhuong Ay khién t6i nhoi long,
“Luke...”

“Becky, anh biét em con ca sy nghiép ciia riéng em - va anh hoan toan ton trong diéu d6. Anh s& khong cau xin em néu d6 khong phai la mt co hoi tt
cho em Xin em...” Anh viron tay qua ban, dat ban tay am ap cua minh én tay t6i. “Quay lai di em. Chiing ta s& bat dau lai tir dau.”

T6i dam ddm nhin anh ngd minh lac 163, cam nhén nhitng xtic cam trong minh 16n dan 1én nhir qua bong bay.

“Luke, em khong thé lam viéc cho anh dwoc.” Téi nghen 101, ¢6 khong dé minh lac giong, “Em phai dén M§. Em phai nim iy co héi nay.”
“Anh biét dudng nhur d6 1 mdt co hoi tt. Nhung c6 thé anh ciing dang mang lai co hoi tot cho em”

“hai chuyén d6 khong giéng nhau,” t6i n6i, tay nam chit chiéc cdc.

“Gidng nhau chir. D Michael d4 hira v6i em diéu gi, anh ciing ¢6 thé m duoc diéu tuong tur.”” Anh chdm ngudi vé phia trrde. “Anh con m dugce hon
thé. Anhsg...”

“Luke,” t61 ngit 101 anh. “Luke, em khong nhén 1oi Michael”

Khuon méit Luke do ra vi ngac nhién.

“Em khéng nhan 101? Vay thi...”

Anh nhin xubng chiéc vali, rdi ngurdc 1én mit t6i - t6i ciing nhin lai anh vé im king curong quyét.

“Anh hiéu rdi,” cudi cing anh 1n tiéng, “DAy khong phai 1 chuyén ctia anh.”

Trong anh nhur ira bai tran, t0i bong cam théy ngyre minh dau nhoi. Toi mubn noi voi anh - nhung t6i khong thé. Toi khong thé mao hiémndi vé chuyén
do, de roi lai nghe thay chinh nhitng Iy 1€ cta minh dao dong, lai ban khodn khong bict minh da lyra chon ding chua. Toi khong thé mao hiém thay doi
quyét dinh ctia minh duoc,

“Luke, em phai di thoi,” t6i n6i, ¢o hong nghen  lai. “Con... con anh phai quay lai cude hop.”

“Ding,” Luke n6i sau mot hoi im king. “Emnoi ding. Anh s& di. Anh s& di ngay bay gio. Anh dimg Ién rdi tho tay vao tii. “Chi... mot diéu cudi cing thoi.
Chac em khong muon quén di thir nay?”

Anh chim ri rit ra mt chiée khiin nhung Iya dai, mau xanh nhat, ¢6 dinh hat p lnh.

Chiéc khan quang ¢ ctia toi. Chiée khan hiéu Denny and George ctia toi.



Toi cam thiy cac mach mau giat giat trén khuon mit minh.

“Lam thé ndo anh...” t6i nghen ngao. “Nuoi ddu gid qua dién thoai chinh | anh 4? Nhung... nhung anh da rit lui rdi mi. Ngwoi khac da mua duoc...”
To1 khong néi gi nita, chi nhin anh boi roi.

“Ca hai ngudi ddu gia iy déu 1 anh.”
Anh quang chiéc khan quanh ¢4 t6i, nhin t6i mot It rdi hon Ién tran t6i. Sau d6 anh quay di, budc xa dan roi lin vao dam dong trong san bay.
Ban dang doc truyén Tin D6 Shopping Oanh Tac Manhattan dwoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chwong 17

Hai Thang Sau

“OK. VAY LA HAI BUOI THUYET TRINH, mjt véi tap doan Saatchis, mdt v6i ngin hang Global. An trua v6i cong ty McKinseys va an t6i voi cong
ty Merrill Lynch.”

“Diing thé nhidu cudc hen qua. Toi biét.”

“S& bn ca thdi,” ti trén an. “S& dn ca thoi.”

Toi ghi cht moi chi tiét vao quyén s ciia minh va cang 6c ra suy nghi. Pay chinh i khoanh khic t6i yéu thich nht trong cong viéc moi. Thir thach ban
dau. Pay [a cau do - 61 phai tim 101 gidi thich. Toi ngdi im king trong gidy lat, v& linh tinh mAy hinh ngdi sao nim canh d€ dau 6c hoat dong trong khi Lalla
nhin t6i lo Eing,

“Pugc rdi.” cudi cling toi én tiéng, “Toi nghi da ¢ dap an. Bo vest hiéu Helmut Lang dé dihop, chiéc vay Jil Sander cho bita trura - va ching toi s& tim
ra cai gi d6 mdi cho ba mic trong bira t61.” t61 licc nhin ba. “Co the 1a cai gi d6 mau xanh dam.”

“T6i khong thé méic mau xanh duge.” Lalla néi
“Ba c6 thé mic duge mau xanh” t61 ndi mdt cach chac chan. “Ba méic mau xanh rat tuyét.”

“Becky,” Erins thd d4u vao cira goi toi. “Xin 161 ]én}phién hai nguoi, nhung Farlow dang doi ¢6 trén dién thoai. Ba 4y rét thich chiéc 4o khoac 6 da giri
- nhung liéu con cai nao d6 nhe nhang hon cho ba ay méc vao t6i nay khong?”

“Pugc chir,” t6i ndi. “Tois& goi lai cho ba Ay.” Toi nhin Lalla. “Ching ta s& tim cho ba mdt chiéc vay danh cho budi tbi.”
“Thé t6i s& miic bo vest cia ti voi cai gi?”

“M6t chiée so mi.” t6i noi. “Hozic 1 mot chiée 4o vai cashmere. Cai miu ghi xam y.”

“Céi mau ghi xdm” Lalla c4n than nhéc lai 101 t6i nhur thé t61 dang n6i tiéng A Rép vay.

“Ba d& mua n6 cach déy ba tun. Hiéu Armani. Ba da nh6 ra chua?”

“A diing, T6inhé ra r6i.”

“Hodc 1a chiéc 4o sat nach cd tron mau xanh da troi ciia ba.”

“Dling,” Lalla n6i, va hd hoi gat dau. “Bing vay.”

Lalla 13 mdt nhén vién cao cAp trong mot tap doan chuyén tur vin vé may tinh c6 vin phong dai dién khép noi trén thé gioi. Ba c6 2 bang tién si, mot két
qua IQ cao chot vot - nhung lai kéu ca rang minh méc chirng khong biet chon Iua quan do. Ban dau t6i nhitng tudng ba néi dua.

“Viét ho t6i tit ca céc chi tiét ra nhé,” ba ndi, va dura toi quyén s6 bia da. “Nhd viét hét chiée nio két hop voi chiée ndo.”
“O, vang... nhung Lalla, t6i twong ching ta dang ¢ ging giip ba tw minh biét két hop quan 40.”

“T6i biét. Toi s& cb. Mot ngly ndo ddy t6i s& tir aim duoc t6i hira. Nhung...chura thé 13 tun ndy. Toi khong thé cing thing them vé vn dé ndo nira.”


http://ebookfull.net

“Vay ciing dugc.” Toi ndi, ¢d gidu ny cudi, va bit dau viét vao ctra sd, nhian mét rang nhd hét quan do ma ba Ay ¢6. Toi s& khong ¢ nhiéu thoi gian dé
tim mdt cai vay cho ba ay méc vao toi nay, goi lai cho Farlow va tim kiem bd len minh da hira dé€ cho Janey van Hassalt.

M3i ngiy & dy déu ban ron dién cudng; ai ai ciing voi vang, Nhung khong hiéu sao cang ban ron, cang thir thach, t6i lai cang thiy yéu cong viéc.
” Lalla n6i. “Em gai t6i - ngudi ¢d n6i nén mic miu camsam dy...”

“A ving, cb Ay rat d& chin.”

“C6 ay ndi thdy b trén truyén hinh. & Anh! Trong mdt churong trinh thdi trang.”

“O vang,” t6i 16i, va cam thiy mit minh hoi d6. “Téi ciing ¢6 tham gia mdt chit vao churong trinh phong cach song trong ngay. "Becky, hiing thoi trang
Barneys'. P6 giong nhu mdt chuong trinh thoi trang New York...”

“Hay thét dy!” Lalla n6i ndng hau. “Mot churong trinh truyén hinh. Hin c6 thay tha vi im nhi?”

Toi ngimg lai suy nghil di chit, trén tay van cém chiéc 40 khoéc dinh curom. Chi vai thang trude i con dang sip co chwrong trinh riéng trén mang truyén
hinh cia M. Gio day t6i chi dong mdt phan rat nhd trong chuong trinh ndy véi mt mra la khan gia ctia chuong trinh Morning Coffee. Nhung quan trong
1a t6i dang di trén con dudng minh mong nuon.

“Véng, dung thé” t61 n6i va mim cudi voi ba dy. “Cong viée do rat thi vi.”

T6i khong mét qua nhiéu thoi gian dé tim dugce mdt bo hop Iy cho Lalla niic trong budi thi. Liic ba Ay vé, tay vin con ndm chit danh sach nhimg doi gidy
co the di, thi Christina, chi truong phong, budc vao mim cuodi voi toi.

“Bm thé na0?”
“Bm 6n,” t6i n6i “Rét t6t.”

D6 1a sy that. Nhung néu khong phéi | nhur vily - tham chi néu day 1 ngay t0i t& nhat voi t0i trén thé gidi nay - 0i cling & chiing than véin v6i Christina.
Toi rat biet on vi chi ay nhd t6i 1a ai. Vi chi trao cho t6i mit co hoi.

Toi vén khong thé tin chj da t6t voi minh dén nhuong Ay khi 0 da goi dién cho chj vé ngai ngan va dau bubn. Toi nhéc chi ching ti da timg gip nhau v
hoi xem liéu ¢6 co hdinao dé cho t01 lam viéc cho hang tho1 trang Barneys khong - th noi chi nhé rat rd tc‘?i 13 ai, va con hoi thaim chiéc‘ damhiéu Vera
Wang cua t6i ra sao nita. Vithe t6i da khong ngan ngai ké hét moi chuyén véi chi, vé viéc t6i phai ban chiéc vy ra sao, su nghiép truyén hinh tan thanh
may khdi nhu thé ndo, va toi puén dén cho chi lam viéc ra $a0 nita... chi im ling mot 14t - r6i chi bao t6i s& 1a tai san quy ctia Barneys. Mot tai san quy!
D6 ciing chinh 1a 161 chi ndi vé chuong trinh ctia t6i trén truyén hinh.

“Hom nay em c6 gidu bd nio khong ddy?”” chi hoi va nhay mit véi ti, khién mit t6i d6 bung. Thoi gian khong bao gior im t6i quén di chuyén ndy.

D6 1 lan dau tién t6i goi dién, Christina hoi xem t6i ¢6 kinh nghiém ban hang khong. Gibng nhur mot dira tre kho dal, t0i tong toc ke ra voi chi thoi gian
lam viéc & Ally Smith - va bi dudi viée vi gidu khéch hang chiéc quan jeans c6 in hinh chii ngyra van béi toi rét muén 6 chiée quan Ay.

Sau khi ké xong chuyén, c6 mot khoang lang trong dién thoai, va ti nghil minh da hoan toan danh mét co hoi ctia minh. Nhung sau d6 la mot tiéng cuoi
sang khoai, to t6i mirc t6i suyt danh roi ca dng nghe vi so. Tuan trude chi ké voi t6i rang ddy chinh 1 khoanh khic chi quyét dinh nhén t6i vao lm viéc.

Chi 4y ciing ké chuyén nay v6i miy khéch hang than thiét khién toi hoi ngwong,

“Nao” Christina nhin t6i thit 1u vé tham do. “d4 san sang cho cudc hen lic 10h chwra?”

“Rdi chi a,” t6i lai hoi d6 mit mt chut trwde 4nh nhin cta chi “Pa sin sang, Em nghi vay.”

“Em c6 mubn chai lai tc khong?”

“O” t6i dua tay Ién ¢6 “Téc emrdia?”

“Khong rbi im.” méit chi chot sang Ién, khién t6i khong hiéu gi ca. “Nhung em ciing mudn minh trong dep nhét lic m viéc véi khéch hang chi?”

Chi 4y ra khoi phong con t6i voi 101 luge chii tée. Troi a, t6i khong the nhé duge ki minh phéi hét stre gon ging khi & Manhattan. Giong nhur viée t0i
cham soc mong tay hai lan mot tudn trong tiém son stra mong tay tai géc pho noi t6i ¢ - nhung doi khi t6i nghil minh nén Am mong tay hang ngay. Toi
muon ndi chi chin d6 la théi ma.

S tién thuc tich 1a... Um, Chin do.

Toi dang phéi hoc quen dan voi viée tiéu tién do. Toi ciing dang hoc quen dan véi nhicu thir & ddy. Jodie thit tuyét khi toi goi dién cho co 4y, va da tim
dugce cho t6i can hd mdt phong. N6 nho, va chang d€ chiu chit nao & mdt cho tén la Hell's Kitchen (T61 khong dam néi véi me t61 cum tir nay, ma doi

thanh Clinton, mdt tir ma theo me i nghe rat hay va dang kinh.). Trong miy dém déu tién t6i khong thé ngi duroc vi tiéng dn ciia xe cd. Nhung quan
trong I3, t61 dang & day. To6i dang & New York, tur minh dimg trén d6i chan cta minh, lam cong vi€c minh thit sy say me.



Cong viée Micheal danh cho t6i & Washington nghe rét durge. Xét tir nhidu goc do, s& hop Iy hon néu t6i nhan 101 - va t6i biét bd me toi mubn ti dong y.
Nhung nhitng diéu Micheal n6i vdi t6i trong bita trua homdo - vé viéc phai tin vao chinh minh, phai lam cong viéc minh thue muon lam - khién o1 suy
nghi. T6i1 thyre sy phai suy nghil vé syr nghiép ctia thoi, cudc song cua 61, va dicu toi thure sy muon lam trong doi minh.

C6ng bing ma n6i, ngay sau khi t6i giai thich voi me vé cong viée thoi trang & hiing Barneys, me nhin t6i dim dam rdi ndi “Nhung con yéu ndy, im quéi
gl ma con khdng nghi ti viée nay tir trudc nhi?”

“Becky o1, t0i nhin lén thiy Erins dang dimg trudc cira ra vao. Mbi quan hé ctia t6i voi c6 4y kha tot, nhat 1 sau hom c6 4y i t6i vé nha coi bd son mdi
va xem phim James Bond sudt dém

“Ngudi hen cdu lic muroi gioy dén rdi ddy nhé!”

“Ai nhi?” Téi hoi, chau méay khé hiéu trong khi voi Iy chiéc vay bé hiéu Richard Tyler. “Minh ¢6 thiy trong sb ghi gi dau nhi?”
“Um... &...” ching hiéu sao grong miit c6 4y bung sang va hao himg, “U... anh 4y ddy.”

“Camon em” Mot giong nam trim vang lén.

Mot giong dac Anh.

Oi chta oi.

Ngudi t6i déng cimg lai nhu mdt con tho, trén tay van cam chiée véy Richard Tyler, nhin Luke budc vio phong,

“Xin chao” anh kh& mim cudi. “Chao c6 Bloomwood. T6i nghe n6i ¢6 1 ngudi sim dd sanh s6i nhit & thanh phd nay.”

Toi m& miéng nhung 1o ngim lai. Nhimg suy nghi ctr réo Ién trong dAu t6i nhu phao hoa. Toi ¢ ging t6 ra ngac nhién, cd ging t6 ra sdc nhur t6i biét
minh nén thé. Hai thang dang dang bat tin - va bay gio anh ay ¢ ddy. L& ra t6i phai xtic ddng nghen ngio.

Nhung chiing hiéu sao 61 lai ching xtic dong chut nio.
Sau xa trong tiém thirc t6i vin biét minh ngdng chd anh.
“Anh lam gi & ddy thé?” t6i ndi, ging strc to vé diém tinh nhét.

“Nhur d4 ni, i biét duge ¢b i ngudi cd con miét sanh soi nht trong thanh phd ny.” Anh nhin t6i thach d6. “T6i nghi ¢6 thé nhd ¢6 tir vin mua mdt bd
vest. BO t61 dang méic day trong rat chan roi.”

Anh chi tay vao b vest hiéu Jermyn Street khong ché vao dau duoc ctia minh, ma t6i tinh ¢& biét anh mua bo nay cach ddy ba théng, va t6i cb gidu mdt
nu cuol.

“Anh rmudn mdt bo vest.”

“T6i mubn mot bo vest.”

“Pugc thoéi”

T6i b tinh kéo dai thoi gian bang cach treo chiée vay 1én méc, quay mit di rdi lai ngodc chiéc méc can than len thanh treo db. Luke dang & day.
Anh dang & d6. Toi rat mudn cuoi phé lén, nhay nhét, va da khoc, hogc mmbt cai gi 6. Nhung toi lai tir tir voi cubn s tay rdi quay dau lai.

“Thuong thi t6i van hay yéu cau khéich hang ké mt chit vé ban thn trude khi t0i 6 thé tur vén cho ho diéu gi.” Giong tdi bong hoi bon chon va toi hit
mot hoi that dai. “Li€u...anh co thé lam thé khong?”

“Bugc chir. Toi nghi ddy B mot § kién rat hay.” Luke nghi ngoi mdt chit “Toi | mdt thwong gia ngwdi Anh, i vige tai London.” Anh nhin vao miit toi
“Nhung gan day t6i c6 mo mdt chi nhanh & New York. Vi vay trong thoi gian t6i t6i s€ ¢ day la chi yeu.”

“That vay sao?” Toi giat ndy nguoi Ién vi ngac nhién du da ¢b che giiu cam xtic “Anh da khai trurong chi nhanh 6 New York? Thét...that 1 tuyét. Boi vi
01 6 4n tuong rang mot s thirong gia ngudi Anh cam thdy Bim viée v6i cac nha dau tu My rat khé. Day L t6i... nghe ndi thé.”

“Ding trude ddy 1 nhur viy.” Luke gat dau “Ho da thiy rat kho khéin. Nhung sau d6 ho thu nho ké hoach lai. Ho quyét dinh bt dau trén quy md nho
hon nhiéu.”

“Quy md nhd hon?” Téi nhi anh “Khong van d& gi chir?”

“Co thé” Luke néi sau mot chit ngip ngimg, “Co thé ho nhinra bz}n dau minh d3 qua tham vong, Co thé ho nhdn ra minh da qua bi 4am anh dén ndi im
kho nhung ngurdi xung quanh. Co the ho nhén ra minh can gat di niém kiéu hdnh va bo qua nhitng ké hoach to 16n - va gidm toc d9 lai mot chut.”



“Pidu do... didu dé rit co ¥ nghia” t6i n6i.

“Vi thé ho phac thao ra mdt ké hoach moi, tim duoc nha dAu tur quan tAm t6i y trdng ctia ho, va lAn ndy ching con gi ngang trd con duong ho di nira.
Ho da gy dung xong va moi viéc dang dugce tién hanh.”

“That tuyét!” o1 n6i “Y t6i la...” Toi héing giong “Véng, Toi hiéu.”

Toi nguyéch ngoac méy chit vo nghia vao so tay. “Vay chinh xac 1 anh dinh & New York trong bao 1au?” Toi hoi thém ¢6 ra vé quan trong “Bé t6i ghi
lai, anh hiéu khong?”

“Tét nhién r6i.” Luke bat nhip ngay v6i 10i n6i ctia t6i “Unm, trude mét cong ty & Anh ctia t6i vin chiém vai tro chit dao. Vi vily 0i s& & ddy hai tuan mot
thang It nhat thi day cling la k& hoach tai thoi di€m nay, sau d6 c6 thé au hon, c6 thé ngin hon.” Anh ngimg lai h6i lu roi d6i mt sam mau ctia anh nhin
to1. “Tat ca con tuy thudce.”

“Vio... vao diéu gi?” t6i hoi, khong dam thé manh.

“V3o0... vao nhiéu thir.”

Hai ching toi im king,

“Em c6 vé rat on dinh 16i, Becky.” Luke kh& ni “Moi viéc rat... tot dbi voi em.”

“Véng, emrét thich cong viéc nay.”

“Trong em rét thanh dat nita” Anh nhin quanh mim cudi “Méi truong ndy thich hop véi em. Anh khong hé ngac nhién khi em dat dugc nhig diéu nay...”

“C6 phai anh nghi ring em nhin vi¢c ndy chi vi e thich mua s&m?” Toi nhuén méy “C6 phai anh nghi ring cong viée nay chi loanh quanh voi...gidy dép
va quan 4o dep? Vincu day 14 nhitng gi anh nghi thi em e ring anh d hoan toan hi€u nham”

“Déy khong phai nhing g anh...”

“Cong viéc ny ¢6 y nghia nhidu hon thé. Nhidu hon thé.” Téi dang tay ra nhin manh “D6 1 viée gitp d& nguoi khéc. Mot cong viée diy sang tao. Mot
cong viéc...”

Tiéng 0 ctra ngiit i toi, Erin tho dau vao “Xin 16 lam phién cdu Becky. Chi mudn thong béo véi cau réng minh da dé riéng doi dép dé mong higu
Donna Karan ma ciu can ra r6i. Mau ndu sam va den, dung khong nhi?”

“Um.. ding” t6i voi déap lai “Rét t6t.”
“A, phong tai khoan goi, n6i 1 s& tiép tuc bién d giam gia cho cau trong thang nay.”

“Purge 10i.” 161 n6i, tranh cai nhin thich thi ctia Luke “Minh cam on. Minh... minh s& giai quyét nhitng chuyén d6 sau.” Toi doi Erin di khoi nhung ¢ 4y
lai cham chi1 nhin Luke vé t0 mo.

“Thé ndo anh?” cd Ay vui vé hoi “Anh da xem qua moi thir trong cira hang chwa?”’

“T6i khong can xem” Luke ndi binh than. “Téi biét minh can gi.”

Da day t6i chon ron va t6i nhin xudng cubn s6 ghi chép, vo viét thém vai chi tiét. nghuéch ngoac miy chit vo van.

“Vay 4?” Erin n6i “Vay d6 1 thir gi?”

Tur nhién im king trong hdi 1Ay, va cubi cling khong thé chiu dung thém dugc nita t6i ngurde nhin én. Khi thay vé it ctia Luke trai tim toi dap thinh thich.

“Toi da doc gi6i thiu vé c6” anh vira ndi vira thod tay vo tti 40 16i ra mdt to roi véi nhan d& Dich vu Tu vin Mua sim Cé nhan: Danh cho nhitng ngudi
ban rdn can giip d& nhung khong theé pham sai lam.

Anh ngimg lai va tay t6i ném chét chiéc but.
“T6i da i phai vai sai lini” anh n6i, thoang chau may. “Toi mudn stra chita va khong tai pham. Toi mudn nghe 16i khuyén tir ngudi hiéu dugc t61.”
“Vay tai sao anh lai dén héing thoi trang Barneys?”” t0i run run noi.

“Toi chi tin vio 10i khuyén duy nhéit ctia mdt ngurdi.” Anh it anh huéng vo ti khién t6i cam thy run rdy. “Néu ¢6 Ay khong mudn gifp i thi t0i ciing
khong biét phai lam gi nita.”

“Chung t6i con ¢ Frank Walsh ¢ phong thoi trang nam,” Erin nhiét tinh ndi “Toi tin | anh dy s3...”



“Imnao Erin” ti n6i mi khong quay dau lai.

“Co thiy thé ndo, Becky?” anh n6i, va dén gin t6i. “C ¢6 thé am viée d6 khong?”

Toi khong tra 1oi ngay. Toi ¢b tap hop nhitng suy nghi trong minh vai thing vira qua. Dé sép xép tir ngit chinh xéc vao cau minh mudn ndi

“Toi nghi...” cudi cling t6i Ién tiéng “t61 nghi mdi quan hé gitta ngudi sam dd va khach hang rat khing khit”

“P6 chinh 1 diéu t6i mong mudn.” Luke noi.

“Do d6 can ¢6 sy ton trong,” tdi nghen 161 “Khéng thé hity nhitng budi hen. Khong thé ¢ nhitng cude hop cong viée bét thuong dwoc uu tién.”
“T6i hiéu,” Luke ndi “Néu cd tin tudng chon t64, t6i co thé bao dam réng ¢0 ludn 14 wu tién s mt.”

“Khéch hang phai luon biét ring c6 nhitng chuyén ngudi saim do biét rd nhit. Va... va khong bao gio bo qua quan diém ctia 6 dy. Tham chi ca khi
khach hang nghi d6 1a chuyén tam phao, hoéc... hodc nhiing chuyén phiem...”

T6i nhin vé mét day khé hiéu ctia Erin va dot nhién mudn cudi phé kén.

“Khéch hang da hiéu duogc diéu d6 rdi.” Luke n6i “Khéach hang da sin sang dé duoc nghe tir vén va sira chira 16 Am trong hau hét moi chuyén.”

“Tét ca moi chuyén” toi sira lai ngay.

“Dimng c6 cd thir vin may nita.” Luke ndi, mit anh sang Ién niém thich thii, con toi thiy nu cudi bat dédc ding tran trén gurong mét minh. Toi bt gip anh
mat cta Erin va c6 ay bong hi€u ra tat ca, vt vang ra ngoai dé lai hai ching t6i mdt minh.

Ctra phong khep lai, Luke va t6i dam dam nhin nhau. C hong toi nghen lai vi xtic dong.

“Vay I anh Brandon...” T6i noi. Toi héing giong, thong tha viét vai chit vao cudn s ghi chép

“T6i cho riang chit 'hiu hét' | ¢6 thé chip nhan dugc. Trong hoan canh ndy.”

“Diéu d6.”” Anh it anh tré nén 4m 4p diu dang “C6 nghia 1 em dong y, ding khong Becky? Em s& 1 nguoi...sdm dd riéng ciia anh chi?”
Anh tién Ién mot bude, t6i gan nhur cham vao ngudi anh. Toi lai c6 thé ngiri thdy cai mii hwong quen thude ctia anh. Oi chiia 0i,t6i d4 nhd anh biét bao.
“Vang” t6i reo len hanh phiic “Em dong y.”

Neuoi giri: Lalla (Gildenstein@anagram.com)

Nguoi nhin: Becky (Bloonwood@barneys.com)

Ngiy: 6hir tur, 28/11/2001, lic 8h22

Nhan dé: HAY GIUP TOI! KHAN CAP!

Becky:

Hay gitp t6i! Hay gitip toi! T6i dd lim mit danh sach quan 4o ¢6 soan ra rdi. ti nay t6i cd mdt bira tiéc rit quan trong voi vai vi khach moi dén tir Nhat
Bén. B4 d6 Armani ctia toi van & tiém giat 1.

To1nén mic gi? Lam on email lai cho 61 som nhé!
Cam on, thién than cta toi.

Lalla,

T.B: Toi nghe tin i - chiic mimg nh¢!

NGAN HANG SECOND UNION

53 PHO WALL
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C6 Rebecca Bloonmwood



Phong 4D

S6 418 Phé 46 Tay

New York

Ngiy 30 thang Mot nam 2001

Kinh gdi c6 Bloonwood:

S6 tai khoan moi: 4567 2346 7689

Chao mirng c6 dén véi ngan hang Second Union! Xin dam bao ¢6 s& hai ong v6i cac dich vu ngan hang rt da dang cta chiing toi.

Ngan hang Second Union rét ty hao voi céch tiép can dén timg ¢ nhén ctia minh. Xin c6 hiy lién lac truc tiép véi toi khi ¢b can gitip d&. Khong c6 viée
gl 1a qué nho doi voi chung t6i.

Camon c6 d4 chon ngén hang Second Union. Va t6i tin réng ddy s& 1 diém khoi dau ctia mdt mbi quan hé 1u dai va bén viing,
Giri dén 6 1 chao tran trong nhét.

Kinh thur,

Walt Pitman

Giam dc Dich Vu Khach Hang

Ban dang doc truyén 7in D6 Shopping Oanh Tac Manhattan dwoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.


http://ebookfull.net

	Giới thiệu Tín Đồ Shopping Oanh Tạc Manhattan
	Chương 1
	Chương 2
	Chương 3
	Chương 4
	Chương 5
	Chương 6
	Chương 7
	Chương 8
	Chương 9
	Chương 10
	Chương 11
	Chương 12
	Chương 13
	Chương 14
	Chương 15
	Chương 16
	Chương 17

