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Nhung Suze ban than ctia ¢6, dinh hon. Nén lam sao Becky khong thé nhin ra ngdn tay deo nhAn ctia minh dang trong khong, Nhitng mén qua cudi
nhay mia trong dau Becky. Va diéu nan gidi 1, ¢6 dén hai nguoi dang t6 chirc dam cudi cho 6.

Ba me sung sudng vo bo bén cta Becky d3 mon mdi cho doi d8 t6 chirc mdt tiée cudi tai san nha, véi cd dau 1ong ]§y trong chiée 4o cudi cii diém dtia
cua ne.
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Chuong 1

OK. PUNG HOANG HOT. Cau tra 1di s& dén ngay thoi. Téi chi phai nghi that k§ xem hon nhan 1 thé nao. N6 I tinh yéu, hién nhién. Va su gin bo,
va gitip d& [An nhau. Va... mén xip?

Mit t6i dan vao mdt cai ién ¢ to ding bang bac, dong b ciing mdt cai moi. Ngay lic nay, d6 s& i mot mon qua cudi hoan hao. Téi ¢6 thé hinh dung
ra canh: Suze va Tarquin ng6i bén 16 sudi, ding cai mbi miic xtp vao bat cho nhau. Canh nay s€ that dang yéu va day khong khi gia dinh va that am ap,
va mdi lan ho hip xip ho s& nghi dén toi.

C6 I tham chi t6i con demno di cham tr6. Tang nhitng ngudi ban than nhat Suze va Tarquin trong ngay curdi voi tinh yéu va 1ong cam mén tir Becky.”
Va mit bai tho xinh xan, cé thé.

Nhéc cho moi nguoi nhd, cham trd kha 1 dat ddy. Toi nén xem lai xem tong thiét hai s& 1 bao nhiéu.

“Xin 16i, ci lién dyng xip kia bao nhi¢u vay?” Toi néi, quay Ve phia Arthur Graham, chii hiéu db c6 Graham’s Antiques. C4i ctra hang ny B mdt trong
nhitng cira hiéu yéu thich ctia t61 & West Village. N6 nhod va 4m cing nhur mdt ngdi nha va ban quay hirdng ndo ciing c6 mdt cai gi d6 ban 6 thé thich.

Chéing han nhu mdt ci ghé tira duoc cham trd tuyét dep, va mdt cai bia dé ném phi tiéu v& bing tay trén chét liéu nhung, va cai dong hd treo tudng ¢b &
gbc ctra hang,..

“Cai li€n a7 Arthur dén bén canh, trong thit banh trong chiéc 4o khoéc va ca vat. “Céi lién nay rit dac biét. Bac thé ky thir mudi tim. Ché tac rt tinh
vi. C6 c6 thay hoa tiét ndy trén miéng lien khong?”

“Pep!” Toi ngoan ngodn nhin ngim

“VA c4i ndy ¢ gid...” Anh chang xem mdt cubn s6 nho. “Bbn ngan d6.”

“0, duge.” Toi cudi ngap ngimg, rdi can than &t cai mbi vao vi tri cii. “Cam on anh. Toi s&... xem tiép.”

Nhur thé ¢6 1& hon nhén khéng ¢ gi lién quan dén mon xip. C6 18 n6 lién quan dén... co vua chiing? Toi hrdt nhe tay qua mdt bo ban cd ¢d tuyét dep,
tat ca dugc bai tri nhur mdt van cd dang choi do. Nhung t6i khong chic Suze biét choi co hay khong.

Mot c&i dong hd treo trdng thi sao? Khong,

Hay... mt cai do khi ap c6?

Oi Chia oi, t6i thire sur nhur chét dudi vor duoe cong rom ciing bam. Toi khong thé tin d4m cudi ctia Suze dién ra trong hai ngdy nita ma t6i vén chura tim
cho ¢ ay va Tarquin mot mon qua. Hay chi it 1a khong n}ét thir gi t6i thire sy ¢6 the téing ho. Vai thang trude t0i mua cho ho mot cai gio miy de dl_n}g
thire an khi di picnic dang yéu v6 ctng, bén trong dyng rat nhiéu do dimg di picnic, mt cai binh lam mit champagne, nhiing céi dao va dia thyc sy rat
tuyét va thm chi ca mot cai chan. Toi phai it hang dong thoi gian dé chon tit ca nhimg thir do, va tdi kha hai 1ong v6i nd. Nhung t6i qua Suze goi dién

dé kiémtra lai gio ching t6i s& dén, va ké voi t6i ring di ctia ¢6 Ay vira méi tang cho c6 dy mit mon qua tuyét voi - mot cai gio may dung thire an khi di
picnic dung ddy db dimg in udng ctia hing Conran!

U, khong I& 6 lai tang Suze mot mon qua idng hét nhur ai d6 sa0? Vay nén bay gids t61 & dy, noi duy nhét i nghi minh ¢4 thé kiém mot cai gi d6 doc
dao. Negoai trir... cai ginhi? C6 4 4y van chua Ién danh sach qua tang, boi c6 ndi ghét cai y tuong bat moi nguoi tang do. Thoi d sao thi t6i ciing khong
bao gid dinh ting c6 4y mdt bd dia chan ngit. Suze i ban than nhit ctia t6i, va t6i con sap kim phit dau cho ¢ 4y nira, va mon qua cta toi phai i mot
thir that su rt dic biét. Toi c6 thé cam thdy minh dang bit d4u lo Eing. OK,, hdy nghil mach lac mdt chit. Suze va Tarquin thich lim gi?
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“O day anh c6 ban yén ngwa khong nhi?”” T6i dot nhién hao himg hoi. “Hay... day cuong khong?”
“Hién nay thi khong.”
U duoc rdi. Dit sao thi, t6i ciing phai kiém hai cai, nhi? Va 6 thé ching s& khong vira méy con ngura Fim...

Hay gid dé ban nhac duwoc cham trd nhi? Nhung m Jam thé néo t0i mang n6 vé nha béing miy bay durge chir? Va dii sao thi chéing ai trong 6 hai ngudi
choi nhac ca. Hay mdt céi tuwong ban thin Abraham Lincoln bang da cam thach? Mot buc v€ cua...

Tur tir da. Toi d,ély cai tuong ban thén ctia Lincoln sang mbt bén va nhin chdm chii vao cai ruong ¢b ma ong Ay dang duoc dat Ién trén. Nao, cai do nhin
ciing kha hay day. Thuc ra 1a n6 rat hay. T6i thao dai ra va nhe nhang nhac nap 1€n, nglri ni da da cil.

Oi chao. Cai ndy that tuyét ct meo. Nhirng cai dai bang da va Iya to tim nhat mau, va mdt cai guong, va c6 nhimng ngan nho dé dat khuy méng sét. Suze
s& yéu cai ndy ddy, toi biét co 4y s& thichma. C6 a ay co thé ding n6 dé dung 40 len chui du va khi ¢6 4y cing Tarqwn di nghi trén bién, mot nguoi
khuéin véc s& khénh n 1én cao cho c6 4y khi di qua cau tau va nhin c6 4y s& nhur mdt ngdi sao dién anh thit quyén rit

Va van d;é 1 di ¢4 ai khic tang ho mot cai va li hay dai loai nhur thé thi mdt trong nhitng chdm ngdn vidai nhét ctia t6i vé cude sdng 1a: ban khong bao
g0 ¢6 thé c6 qua nhiéu hanh ly. “Cai reong nay bao nhiéu vay anh?”” T6i hoi Arthur Graham, hoi lo lang. Xin dumg a $ 10.000 nhé...

“Ching t6i bay n6 da mot thoi gian rdi.”” Anh ta nhin mt nhin n6. “Téi ¢6 thé ban cho 6 v6i gia... ba trim do la.”
“Tuyét voi.” Toi tho phio nhe nhdm. “T6i s& Iy n6.”
Nhiém vu hoan thanh xudt sic! T6i d& mua cho Suze mdt mon qua cuGi! on Chiia vi didu d6. Bay gior toi chi cin vay phit dau nita, va coi nhu xong,

“Co6 Bloomwood phai khong?”” Arthur n6i, md mdt cuon sO bia da lén ra. “Toi chac 1a ching t6i c¢6 dia chi ctia ¢6 roi.. Va vang, N6 day ro.” Anh
chang cuoi vai toi. “Homnay chi c6 the thoi sao?”

Toi khong can thém bét ctr thir gi. Toi thAm chi khong cin nhin quanh ctra hing nita.

“Um...Vang” Toi nhin vu vo' quanh cira héng mdt lin nita. M& mit that to khi dang ¢ trong nhimg cira hing d 0 ludn lubn | mot  hay boi vi thyc sw
¢0 rat nhieu mon hoi ¢ d6. Va do lic nao ciing Ia mt khoan dau tur tot. Y t0i 14, day la cach mdt vai nguoi kiem tién.

Nhin qua canh ctra vao can phong phia sau, t6i thdy mot goc ctia chiée khin choang | bang dang ten, va cam thiy khao khat cue d6. Nhing cai khin
choang c6 diing i rét hop mit vao thoi diém ndy. Va do t6i da mua cai ruong, toi bong nghi biét dau Arthur s& giam gia mot nira cho t6i. Hay tham chi
cho khong t6i vay!

Oi thoi ma. Toi s& nhin rat nhanh théi. Va chi nhin nhimg thir xinh xAn thoi vi toi da hira voi Luke s& khong mua thém do gd nira.

“To1 s& ng6 qua mot chit.” Toi cudi lai voi Arthur. “Cam on.” Toi vui vé tién vao can phong phia sau i voi tay iy chiéc khin choang diing ten, nhung
lai gdn nhin n6 hoi ta toi. T6i lai dat nd xudng va cam mdt cai binh pha cocktail Ién. N6 dep that. Co 1§ t6i nén mua thém cho Suze cai nay.

“Céi nay tuyét qua!” Toi hd hoi n6i voi Arthur, anh ta di theo toi vao trong nay.

“Trong né ngd dung khong?”” anh ddng tinh. “N6 di theo cai gia dyng ruou thap nién 30 ciia thé ky 20.”

“Gia dyng ruou sao?” T6i ndi sang sang, cam thiy vo ciing phén khich. “T6i khong nhin thiy...”

“N6 ddy.” Anh ta tién vé& phia cai ma t6i nghi 12 t dyng db n, md canh cira trude ra, va bén trong 1 nhirg tAm kinh hiéu Art Deco. “C6 xemndy, day
1a noi co dung céac chai rugu... day la noi dé ruou whisky pha soda...”

Toi nhin né chim cham, say m€ toan tap. Mot cai ti ruou thit su, cd, thap nién 30. To6i hz“mg mong wdc mot cai ti rugu.

Thir nghi ma xem, néu chiing t6i ¢6 mit ci nhur thé ndy trong can ho né s& thay ddi cude sdng ctia ching toi. Hang dém Luke va t6i s& phamartini va
nhdy theo nhimg bai hdt xura, va ngam mat troi in. Nhu vay moi that c6 khong khi m sao! Chiing t6i s& phéai mua mt mdy choi nhac kicu ¢6 v6i nhitng
cai kén 16n, va bat dau suu tap dia than, va toi s€ bat dau méic nhitng chice vay theo hoi hidng c6 dién dep 10ng lay.

Ching t6i phai c6 cdi nay moi duge. Ching t6i phai c6. Day dau phai mt cai hé chan ngit hay mot bo gia sach budn té. Céi ny khéc biét. Luke s&
hiéu.

“Cai d6 bao nhiéu vay?” Toi ndi, ¢ ging nghe ther o mdt chit. Toi khé gioi trong vige mua durge gia hoi ¢ cira hiéu nay. Manh khée B ¢6 noi voi giong
nhu thé ban khdng quan tdm 1a minh s& mua hay khong.

“Céi ndy sa0?”” Arthur nhin n6 rat k¥, va toi nin thd. “Thire sur cai ndy 18 ra phai 700 d6. Nhung vi ¢6 By cai rrong nita... nén t6i dé cho co hai thir véi
gid... 800 d6 nhé?”

Tém tram d6 la. Mot mon qua cudi va mdt cai ti ruou c6 doc ddo, cai mi ching t0i s& tran trong sudt doi. Y t6i i, ddy dau phai mua mot doi giy ma
sau d6 ban quén ludn. Pay Ia thuc syr 1a mot khoan dau tu cho tuong lai.



“T6i s& mua ching!” Toi ho héi noi voi Arthur Graham,

12

Tuyét voil” Anh Ay cudi lai vi o1, “C6 qué ¢6 con mit tinh doi:”

Luke va t6i da song ctng nhau & New York dén nay 13 mdt ndim, va cin ho ciia  ching toi ndmtrén pho 11 Tay, 6 mdt khu thye sy rat dep, nhiéu cdy cdi
va khong khi that dé chiu. C6 nhiing ban cong nho dugc trang tri long [y trén tat ca cac ngdinha, cong vao o hang cot da, va cay trdng doc via he.
Séng ngay ddi dién ching toi mot nguroi nao do choi duong camtheo phong cchj Jazz, vao nhitng budi t6i miza hé ching t6i di Ién sén thuong ctia
chung v6i nhirng nha hang x6m, ubng nrou va nghe nhac. (it nhat ching toi ciing im thé mot lan, va t6i chic chin ching toi s& m lai vié nay.)

Khi t6i ddy cira vao nha, c6 mdt chdng thur & hanh lang, va t6i nhanh chong Jat timg céi.
Chan ngit... Chan ngit...

Tap chi Vogue ctia Anh! Chan ngit...

Oi. Héa don thanh toan & cira hing Saks Dai 16 s6 5.

T6i nhin vao phong bi mbt lic, rdi 1b0 nd ra va nhét vao tii xach. Khong phai toi dang cb gidu giém Pon gian vi ching c6 Iy do gi dé Luke nhin thdy no.
Gan day t0i doc durge mdt bai bao rit hay trong tap chi, voi tiéu dé “Co qua nhiéu théng tin?”, trong d6 noi rang ban nén chonloc cac sur kién trong
ngay thay vi n6i v6i ban doi ctia minh moi thir Et nhét vun vit va kim cho du 6¢ ctia anh dy/co Ay mét moi. Bai béo ciing ndi ring gia dinh nén 1 noi an
nau va khong ai can biét hét moi thir. Diéu nay, ban cir thir nghi ma xem, rét 1 hop Iy ddy.

Toi kep hét s6 thur tir con lai vio dudi tay va di én cau thang,

Khong ¢6 thur ndo tir Anh, nhung dung hon 6i ciing khong mong ¢6 1 ndo hom nay, vi t6i mai ching t6i d& bay vé nha dy dam cudi! Toi nong long ghé
gom

Suze 1 nguoi nd phét stng dau tién trong s6 ban bé ti. C6 Ay s& cudi Tarquin, mjt anh chang thire sy ngot ngao ma co Ay ca doi da biét. (Thyc ra la,
anh chang 1 anh ho ctia ¢6 4y. Nhung viéc ndy hop phap. Ho da kiém tra roi.) Dam cudi s& dién ra & nha bd me ¢ dy & Hampshire, va s& ¢6 rét nhidu
ruou champagne, va mit con ngira va xe ngura... va trén hét toi s& | phit dau cia c6 dy!

Chi nghi thoi t61 da cam thiy khao khat Eim roi. Téi thuc sy rét mong modi dén ngay ndy. Khong phai mong moi duge m phit ddu ma mong moi duoc
gip Suze, duoc gip bd me, va vé nha. Pén hom qua t6i m6i nhén ra ring minh da khong vé nha hon sau thang nay rdi, dot nhién toi thiy thoi gian sao
dai thé. Toi da bo 16 hoan toan sur kién bd duge bau km chi tich ciu lac bd golf, day i nguyén vong ca ddi ciia ng. Va t6i bo 1 vu bé bdi khi Siobhan
& nha tho cudm hét sb tién tring tu va ding nd dé di dao Cyprus. Va ti t& hon ca, ti da bo 15 & dinh hon ctia Suze - méc di hai tuan sau d6 co dy da
dén New York d cho t6i xem nhin dinh hon.

Nhung khong thanh van dé vi t6i dang rt vui vé & ddy. Cong viéc & Barneys ctia t0i tuyét voi, va song & West Village thdm chi con tuyét voi hon. Toi
thich di dao trén nhirg con ph6 nho, kin ddo, mua nhimg cai banh nuéng nho6 ¢ ctra hiéu banh Magnolia vao sang thir Bay va di dao 6 nhig khu cho.
Ve co ban, t61 yéu moi thir t6i ¢ & New York nay. C & ngoai trir me ctia Luke.

Nhung mi gia dinh vén fa gia dinh.

Khi Ién ti tAng hai, t6i nghe tiéng nhac vong ra tir can ho ctia minh, va toi cam thay mdt chit mong ngéng trong 1ong, D6 1 Danny dang am viée. Co 18
den bay gio anh da hoan thanh roi! Chiéc vay ctia t6i co 1€ da xong!

Danny Kovitz séng & ting trén can ho ctia ching t6i, trong ciin hd ctia anh trai, va anh trd thanh mdt trong nhitng ngudi ban t6t nhat ciia t6i ké tir khi toi
dén New York. Anh dy 1a mdt nha thiét ké tuyét cti mo, thuc sur rit tai néing - nhung chua tiéng tim m Nam nidm sau khi tt nghiép truong thoi trang,
anh vén dang doi co hdi I6n ctia doi minh. Nhung nhur anh vén thurong n6i, im mt nha thiét ké nbi tiéng con khé hon lam dién vién. Néu khong gip
dugc ding ngudi hay c6 mjt ong b6 1 cyu thanh vién The Beatles, ban ctr quén viéc ndi tiéng di. Toi camthay thurong anh vi anh rét xtmg dang duoc
ndi tiéng, Vi thé ngay sau khi Suze nho 61 lam phi ddu cva ¢6 éy, 61 nhoy anh thiét ké - vay cho minh. Diéu tht tuyét i dam cudi cua Suze s& day ray
nhimg quan khach giau c6 va ndi tiéng, Vi thé hy cir hy vong ring mdt ti ngudi s& dén hoi t6i ai thit ké vay ciia ti vy, va rdi cai vu truyén miéng nay
s& bét d4u, va Danny s& ndi tiéng!

T6i néng long mubn xem xem anh Bm duroc gi rdi. Tt ca nhimg bire phéc thao anh cho t6i xem déu tuyét voi -va tAt nhién, mot cai vay m bang tay
cong phu s€ co céc chi tiet nhieu hon loai mua san. Thémnita, 4o 16t s€ 1 mdt chiec code x€ duge théu tay kieu xurong cé - va Danny goi y nén khau
thém mdt céi no that hinh s6 8 bé ti xfu dinh loai da try theo ngay sinh ding trong cac ti€c cudi, y twong nay qua doc ddo.

Toi chi lo duy mot diéu - cue ky vun vat - hai ngay nira i dam cuéi mé t6i thue su chua méc thir cai vay. Hay thdm chi chura ca nhin thiy nd. Sang nay
t6i bam chudng cira nha Danny dé nhéc anh ring t6i s& di Anh hom nay, va mot liic sau anh ching loang choang di ra ctra, hira voi t6i s& im xong trrdc
bira trra. Anh ndi véi toi anh luén dé cho céc ¥ twong ctia minh diroc khoi ddy & nhitng phit cudi cling - khi anh tran day himg thi va thing hoa. PO 1
céch anh am viée, anh trin an tdi, va anh chua bao 20 16 mOt cai hen ndo.

Toi mo cira ra va goi “C ai & nha khong?” mot céch ddy himg khoi. Khong c6 ai tré ko4, vi thé ti ddy cira vao phong khach da niing ctia ching toi. Dai
thi am 7 nhac Madonna, ti vi thi phat MTV, va con cho robot ky quéc ctia Danny dang ¢o tréo 1én canh ctia cai sofa.

Va Danny dang ngi viti dudi cai méy khau trong mot déng lua to tim méu vang,



“Danny nay?” Toi n6i dy lo ling, “Nay, day ngay!”

Giat minh, Danny ngdi ddy va xoa xoa khudn mét com nhom ctia anh chang. Méi toc xodn ctia anh r6i by, va d6i mit miu xanh nurée bién nhat cia anh
tham chi con d6 hon lic trude, khi anh mo cira vao sang nay. Khung nguoi chi ¢6 da boc xwrong trong chlec 40 phong mau ghi xam da cii va c4i dau gdi
cu lac ddm ra khoi cai quan jeans bi xé te tua, rat ddngbd véi ci seo do bi ng khi trurot pa tanh cudi tuln trude. Trong anh nhur mot thing nhoc murdi
tudi toc tai lom chom

“Becky!” anh mét moi n6i. “Hi! Em am gi ¢ day thé?”

“Pay | can ho ctia em. Nh6 chir? Anh dang xudng day am viéc vi dién nha anh bi chap do chay cau chi.”

“U. Plng ro1.” Anh & do nhin quanh. “Dng thé.”

“Anh 6n chir?” Toi sam soi anh ddy lo Fing. “Emc6 ca phé diy.”

Toi dua cho anh mot cdc va anh udng vai hoi dai. Roi doi mét anh dan vao s6 thu tir trén tay t6i va lin dau tién, anh ¢ vé tinh tdo.

“Hey, c6 phai Ia tap chi Vogue ctia Anh khong?"

“0... vang,” toi ndi, diit nd xudng noi ma anh khong cham tay vao dugc. “Vay... cai viy dén dau roi?”

“N6 & rat tuyét! On ca!”

“Emthtr duoc chua?”

Mot khoang kng, Danny nhin vao c4i ddng lua mau vang trude mét nhu thé anh 4y chura timg nhin thiy né trong doi vay.

“Chura, khong,” cudi cing anh Ay ciing Ién tiéng, “Nhung né s& xong kip chir?”

“Tét nhién! Chac chan” Anh dét ban chan xudng va cai méy khau bat dau quay tit ban ron. “Em biét sao khong?”” anh ndi 4t ca tiéng on. “Anh thre sir
¢ thé am t6t hon néu co mdt coe nude.”

L‘C(’) ngay!9’

Toi voi v di vao bép, mo vdi nurde, va doi dong nurde lanh chay ra. Viéc nurde ndi trong toa nha nay hoi quai g mot chit, va ching t6i luon phai trong
cdy vao ba Watts, chi toa nha, s& stra chita n6. Nhung ba ta song cach xa hang dam ¢ tit Florida, va cting chang ¢6 vé gi quan tim. Ngoai diém dora
thi chd nay hoan toan tuyét voi. Can hd ctia ching t6i la ratrlon $0 VOi tiéu chuan ciia New York, voi sannha lat g6 va 10 su6i, va nhitng cai cira s0 b s0
cao tur sz:m Ién tan tran nha. (Tat nbién, bo me khéng héﬂbi an tuong teo n;‘io khi ho gh’é th‘zim bicu (jéu ‘tién ho khong thé hiéu dugc ]a tai sao chiing t6i
khong song trong mbt ng6i nha. R6i thi ho khong thé hiéu dugc tai sao bep lai nho the. R6i thi ho bat dau ndi khong phai tht dang tiée sao khi ching t6i
khong c6 vuron, va toi c6 biet rang Tom ¢ canh nha vira m6i chuyén t6i mdt ngdi nha rong /2 mau Anh[ 1] khong? Thanh thit ma ndi, néu ban c6 /4 mau
Anh & New York thi nguoi ta s€ chi ding n6 d€ xay nuroi toa nha vin phong thoi.)

[1] Mau Anh A mt don vi do krdng, 1 mAu Anh tirong dwong véi 0,4 héc ta.

“OK! Vayn6...” Toi trd lai vao phong khach va dot nhién dimg lai. Cai miy khau dd ngimg, va Danny dang doc cubn Vogue clia toi.

“Danny!” Toi gao lén. “Cai vay cua em thi sao?”

“Emco th?iy cai nay khong?”” Danny n6i, choc manh vao trang tap chi. “Bo suu tdp cla Hamish Fargle lai mdt lan nita thé hién sy hom hinh va tinh nhay
von ¢6 cua anh,” anh &y doc to. “Thoi cho t0i yén! Tai ndng cua anh ta chi ¢ mirc zero. Zero. Embict khong, anh ta hoc cing trrdng v6i anh. Hoan toan
an cap mot y tudng cuia anh...” Anh ngang Ién nhin t6i, mat nheo lai. “Anh ta ¢6 dugc trung bay hang ¢ Barneys khong?”

“Em khong biét,” t6i nbi dbi.

Danny hoan toan bi 4m énh véi viéc duge trung bay hing & Bameys. DX i thir duy nhét anh mudn trén doi. Va chi vi t6i lm tur vén béan hang c4 nhén &
d9, anh c6 vé nhu dang nght t6i cd thé sap x€p nhiing cudc hen véi gidm doc phu trach phan phoi.

Thurce ra, té‘i da tung sép xép cac qu@c hen voi giam dbe phu trach phan phéi chq anh, Lan dAu tién, anh dén mudn mdt tudn so voi cude hen va ba éy da
di Milan. Lan thir hai, anh cho ba ay xem mdt céi 4o khodc va khi ba nic thir, tat ca cuc 4o da roira.

Oi Chia oi. Toi da nghi gi ma lai nho anh ta may vay cho minh chir? “Danny, hdly néi cho em biét. Vay ciia em sip xong chua?”’
Mot khoang Iing dai.
“C6 nhét thiét phai xong hém nay khong?”” Cudi ciing Danny ciing Ién tiéng, “Kiéu nhur chinh x4c phéi [ hom nay 4y?”

“Su tiéng nita em Ién may bay dy!”” Giong toi rit Ién the thé. “Em s& budc vao nha tho trong chura ddy...” T6i ngimg lai Fic du. “Nghe ndy, dimg lo.



Em s& mic bo khac.”
“Bo khéc sa0?” Danny dit to Vogue xudng va ngdy ra nhin ti. “Y em 1 sao khi néi bo khac?”
“Um...”

“Emdang sa thai anh da"ly 4?” Anh nhin t6i nhu thé t6i vira ndi véianh réng cudc hdn nhan murdi ndm clia chung t61 ¢ két thic. “Chi vi anh tré hen mbt
chut thoi sao?”

“Em khong sa thai anh! Nhung y em &, em khong thé trd thanh phit dau néu khéng c6 vy, ding khong?”
“Nhung em dinh méic cai gi khac?”

“Um...” T6i viin veo tay chdn mdt cach ngwong nging, “Em c6 mdt cai vy du trit & trong tiL...”

Toi khong thé ndi véi anh thurc ra t6i co nhitng ba cai. Va hai céi kia van dang duoc dat & Barneys.

“Ai thiét ké?”

“Um.. Donna Karan,” t0i néi day 51 1bi.

“Donna Karan sao?” Gigng anh v& 0a nhur bi phan boi. “Em thich Donna Karan hon anh sao?”

“Tat nhién 1 khong! Nhung y em I, cac dwong may da thuc sy duge may hét roi...”

“Méc vay ctia anh di.””

“Damny...”

“Mic vay ctia anh di! Di ma!” Anh thi ngudi xudng san nha va 16 vé phia t6i bing du gbi. “N6 s& xong mi. Anh s& im ngay im dém m.”
“Ching ta khong c6 ca ngaty ca démdau! Ching ta chi c6 khoang... ba tiéng ddng hd nita!”

“Thi anh s& lim ca ba tiéng dong hd. Anh s& imma!”

“Anh c6 thé m mdt céi 4o codc x¢ théu xuong ca chura thanh hinh trong vong ba tiéng khong?” t6i ndi day ngd vire. Nhin Danny thit king ting, “Vay
thi... trm... ching ta c6 thé nghi lai, céi thiét ké do hoi...”

“Nghi thé nao?”
Anh 4y g5 g5 ngdn tay mit liic, roi nging lén. “Em c6 mdt cai phong tréing tinh ndo khong?”
“Ao phong 42" T6i khong gidu ndi sy so hai.

“N6 s rat tuyét. Anh hira déy!:’ Am thanh xinh xich vong vao tir bén ngoai, nghe nhur mdt chiéc xe ti nho vira dd vao & duong va Danny liéc ra ngoai
ctra s0. “Nay, em lai nua do6 co a?”
Mot gio dong h sau, t6i nhin chim chédm minh & trong grong, Toi dang méic m0t chan vay dudi dai quét dat JAm bang lya mau vang - phan trén la 4o

phong tring, biy it hoan toan khong thé nhan ra. Danny da xé bo phin tay 4o, khiu thém nhirng dong tién vang nho, may thém cac duong vién 40 va
nhitng dudng li chay ¢ nhimg noi trude ddy chang c6 gi- va vé co ban nd bién thanh phan than trén clia vay tuyét nhit ma toi tirng nhin thiy.

“Em yéu né” Toi hd héi néi véi Danny. “Em yéu né! Em s 1 ¢ phit dau tuyét nht trén thé gisil”

“N6 kha dep ding khong?” Danny nhiin vai mdt cach th o, nhung t6i ¢6 thé nhan thiy anh hai long voi ban than.

T6i am mdt ngum cocktail nita, udng can luén. “Ngon tuyét. Chiing ta udng thém nita chir?”

“Trong d6 ¢6 céi gi thé?”

“Um..” Toi liéc nhin lo déing nhing céi chai duoc xép trong ti rrou. “Em khong chéc.”

Phéi mét mdt ic mdi dua duge ci ti rugu Ién cau thang vao can hd ctia ching toi. Thanh thit mi n6i, n6 hoi 16n hon t6i nhd, va t6i khong chidc n6 c6
vira voi cai hoc tudng phia sau ghe sofa, cho ma t6i dinh dét n6 hay khong. Nhung du sao thi nhin no that tuyét! N6 ding day kiéu hénh ¢ gilta phong,
va chiing t6i da tan dung no6 triét d6. Ngay sau khi né duoc chuyén dén, Danny da Ién trén nha va chom sach ca t dung d6 uong cua Randall, anh trai
anh, va to1 gom tat ca rugu trong bép ma t6i ¢o thé tim thay lai. Ching t6i moi ngudi uong mdt ly margarita va mdt ly vodka pha voi nude chanh, va phat

minh cuia t6i duoc goi la Bloomwood, bao gém vodka, nude cam, va keo M&M, céi nay duge vot ra béng thia. “Dura lai cho anh cdi 4o di. Anh mudn
bdp vai vao mit teo.”



Toi g céi 40 ra, dua cho anh va véi tay Jy c4i 4o chui du, khong budn ¥ tir nira. Y t6i i, day 1 Danny ms. Anh sun kim va bat du khau céc vién a0
cua chiéc 40 phong mot cach that chuyén nghi€p. “Vay cai doi ban ky quac curdi anh chi em hg cuia minh,” anh ay néi. “Chuyén nay 1a sao vay?”

“Ho khong ky quéic!”” Toi hudng e mdt chit, “Um, OK, Tarquin hoi ky quiic mot chit. Nhung Suze thi khong hé ky quéic. C6 Ay k ban than nhét ctia
em! Anh gip r6i con gil”

Danny nhuén may. “Vay - ho khong tim dugc ai khac hay sao ma iy chinh ngurdi trong gia dinh minh thé? Ci nhur thé, ‘OK, me nghe ndy... em gai con,
qua béo... con cho... ummm, khong thich méi toc do.””

Thoi ngay!” Toi khdng thé nhin cudi. “Ho chi vira nhin ra ho 13 danh cho nhau thoi ma.”

“Clr nhu phim Harry ggp Sally vay.” Anh gia giong doc gidi thiéu phim. “Ho da tirng 1a ban. Ho cting mdt dong maun.”

“Danny ...”

“OK.” Anh éy diuTai, va cét chi. “Vay con emva Luke thi sao?”

“Bon em lam sao?”

“Bon em khong nghi s& cudi nhau sao?”’

“Em... em khong nghi g ca!” T6i ndi, cam thiy ma hoi do dan lén. “Viéc d6 chua bao gioy xuét hién trong dau em”

Diéu nay hoan toan 1 sy that.

Puoc roi, OK. Dicu nay khong hoan toan ki sur thét. C6 1& n6 chi thodng qua dau toi rét hiém hoi thoi. C6 & doi e ti nguéch ngoach viét “Becky
Brandon” trén gidy d€ xem trong n6 the nao. Va ¢ I t6i cting It gi¢- cuon Tap chi cudi cia Martha Stewart mot hay hai lan gi d6. Chi don thuén vi to
mo. Co Ig, ciing ¢ Iic bat chot tdi nghi Suze sap curdi va ¢6 ay hen ho véi Tarquin con it thoi gian hon t6i va Luke.

Nhung ban biet day, dicu d6 dau thanh van de. Toi thuc sy chura thich curdi xin. Thye ra 14, néu Luke ¢6 hoi cudi thi t6i co I cling noi khong, trm..
Puoc roi. Co B 61 sé noi co.

Nhung van dé 13, viée d6 s& khong xdy ra dau. Luke khong mudn cudi, ¢ con]aurrmmuon, neukhongnm 1 khong hé mudn.” Anhayda 161 nhur thé
trong mdt cudc phong van vai tap chi Telegraph ba nim trude day, t6i da tlmthay 16 trong tap hd so dumg cac bai bao duoc citra cta anh a ay. (Toi
khong he thich toc mach. Liic d6 t6i dang di tImlmy cai chun.) Bai bao d6 chu yu vé cong viée cua anh dy, nhung ho cling hoi anh 4 4y may chuyén riéng
tur - va i gidt mot cai tit dudi anh ctia anh Ay nhur sau Brandon: hon nhan luén xép cudi lich trinh.

To6i hoan toan cam thdy khong sao v6i chuyén ndy. N6 ciing ndm & cudi lich trinh cuia toi.

Trong khi Danny hoan thanh cai vay, t6i lim mot it viéc nha. Noi ding hon 61 bo méy cai dia an sang ban vao chiu rira bat noi ma ching s& duoc ngim
xa phong, cdy mot vét ban trén ban bép - va roi danh chit thoi gian sap xep lai nhitng hil gia vi ¢ trén gia dung gia vi, theo mau sac. Viéc ndy that de
chiu. Ciing tha vi nhur viée sap x€p lai nhitng céi bt da ma trude day t6i da lam

“Véy hai nguroi cam thiy khé sng cling nhau 42" Danny ndi, di dén bau cira va ngim nhin ti.

“Khong” Téi nhin anh ngac nhién. “Sao lai thé?”

““Ban anh Kirsty vira thir séng clng ban trai. Thim hoa. Tt ca nhimg gi ho lim 4 c&i Ion. C6 Ay ndi khong biét lam sao ngudi ta lai song cing nhau
duoc chir.”

Toi sdp lo thia o Ai Cap bén canh ¢ ca ri (c6 phai ki ¢ ca ri khong nhi?), nom ciing duge ddy. Sur thit i, Luke va t0i hiém khi c6 van dé ké tir khi
song chung. C6 1€ ngoai trir s ¢6 khi t6i son lai buong tdm va lam dinh son mau vang 6ng anh 1én bo com Ié ctia anh dy. Nhung viée do cting khong
nghiém trong vi sau d6 Luke da thii nhan rang, Iic d6 anh ay hoan toan cur xir thai qua, va bat cir ai ¢ dau oc ciing thay rang son con dang uét.

Bay gios khi nghi lai, ¢6 & chig t6i ciing ¢6 chit xung ddt nho nhd vé viée 10i mua nhidu quin 4o qua. C6 & thinh thoang Luke cling md ti quin 4o ra va
cau tict ndi, “Em c6 bao gio dinh méic cai ndo trong s6 nay khong?”

C6 I& ching t6i cling da timg ban bac mdt céch thiing théin theo chiu huéng hoi cai co mot chit vé viéc Luke Bim viéc nhidu thé ndo. Anh &y diéu hanh
mot cong ty tai chinh va PR rét thanh cong cua riéng minh, tap doan truyén thong Brandon c6 chi nhanh ¢ London va New York va dang khong ngimg
mo rong. Anh dy yéu cong viéc ctia minh va ¢6 1€ mot hay hai lan gi do, toi bude toi anh dy yéu cong viée hon t6i. Nhung van dé la, ching t6i la mbt cap
tru,("mg thanh, kha linh hoat va co th§ noi mf)irchgyén Vol nhau Chiing t6i di &n trra cting nhau cach d:’?ly kh(‘)ng lau Va C('), mdt budi ndi chuyén dai, trong
sudt budi do 61 da thanh thyre hira rang s& ¢6 gang mua sam it di mot chit va Luke thanh thye hira rang anh ay s€ c6 gang lam viée it di mot chit. Va t6i
thiét nghi c& hai chiing t6i dang nd Iuc kha tot.

“Séng chung I phéi ciing nhau ¢ ging,” t6i n6i day uyén thAm. “Ban phai linh hoat. Ban phai biét vira cho vira nhin.”

“That sao?”



“Ding thé. Luke va em chia s¢ vi nhau v& tai chinh, ching em chia s¢ cong viée nha... tat ca chi ki vin dé cong tic cing nhau. Van dé 1a anh khong the
hy vong moi thir s& nhur trude day. Anh can bict thich nghi.”

“Thét 47" Danny nhin rét hao himg, “Vay em nghi ai thich nghi nhiéu hon? Em hay Luke?”

T6i trAm tur midt lic.

“Thure ra, rat kho néi,” cudi cling t6i ciing lén tiéng, “Em nghi ca hai phia déu phai am vay.”

“Vay, gia str nhur.... tit ca nhitng thir nay.” Danny chi quanh cin ho day dp db dac. “Phan Ion i d6 ctia em hay ctia anh 4y?”

“Um..” T6i nhin quanh, thiy tit ca déng nen thom ctia t6i, nhitng ci gdi tira déing ten kiéu ¢d va hang chong tap chi cia ti. Ngay tire thi, dau 6c t6i lai
thoang tAi hién lai ciin ho sach s& khong i vét va vo ciing thua thét dd dac ctia Luke & London.

“Anh biét ddy...” Cubi cing t6i ciing Ién tiéng, “Mdi ngudi mot it...” Cai ndy ciing gan voi sur that. Y t6i ki, Luke c6 mdy tinh xach tay trong phong ngL.
“Vén dé I, giira bon em khong c6 xich mich gi,” t6i tiép tuc. “Chiing em dong diéu trong suy nghi. Ching em nhu mdt khi théng nhét vy.”
“Thé thi tuyét qua,” Danny n6i, vi tay iy mdt qué tdo tir bat hoa qua. “Hai nguoi thit may mén!”

“Embiét chiing em that may n#in!” T6i tin trdng nhin anh. “Anh biét ddy, Luke va em tim hdn rat dong diéu, d6i khi dudng nhur ¢ ca... giac quan thir
sau gitta ching em.”

“That 4?” Danny nhin toi chim chim “Em noi thit chir?”
“Véng, dung thé. Em biét anh 4y sdp n6i g, hay em dai loai cam thiy khi anh 4y ¢ gin....”
“Gidng siéu nang hrc Force[2] 47

[2] Siéu ning hyrc Force 1 mdt trong hai loai vii khi chi dao ctia hai phe nhom phim Star Wars (dich a Chién tranh giita cac vi sao).
“Em nghi 14 vay.” T6i ho hitng nhiin vai. “N6 nhur mdt kha néng diic biét vay. Em ciing khong suy nghi vé n qua nhiéu...”

“Xin chao, Obi-Wan Kenobi[3],” mdt giong ndi om dm phia sau lung chiing t6i, c4 toi in Danny déu son da . Toi quay ra sau - va do 1a Luke, dang
dimg ngay & ctra ra vao voi mdt ny cudi khoi chi rat hém hinh. Khuon niit anh do bimg 1én vi lanh va ¢6 miy bong tuyét trén mai toc den ciia anh, va
anh thét cao, can phong niy bong nhién nhu nho lai.

[3] Obi-Wan Kenobi ki mdt nhan vat chinh trong series phim Chién tranh gjita céc vi sao.
“Luke!” Toi reo Ién. “Anh lambon em s¢ dﬁy!”

“Xin 161, anh néi. “Anh tudng emsé cémth?iy su ¢6 mit cua anh.”

“Ding thé. Um, em ciing dai loai cam thiy c6 gi do...” Toi nbi, hoi budng binh mdt chit.
“Tét nhién i em cam thiy rdi.”” Anh hon t6i. “Chio Danny.”

“Chao,” Danny n6i, nhin Luke coi chiéc 40 khodc bang len 1ng clru niu xanh tim than, i thdo niing séc 4o cing lic thao chiée ca vat ra, voi nhing
dong tac rat durt khodt va khéo 1éo nhur anh van thurong m

Dot nhién, sau mdt vai ly cocktail nita, Danny hoi t0i, “Vy Luke Bm chuyén d6 c6 giong nhur cach anh &y m mdt chai champagne khong?” Va méic du
toirit Ién va danh anh, va n6i khong phai viéc cuia anh, t6i cting ¢ thé phan nao cam nhn dugc anh ay muon n6i gi. Luke khong bao gio vung ve hay do
dy hay dai loai trong ling ting. Anh duong nhur Juén biet chinh xac minh muon gi, va phin nao anh ludn ¢6 dugc dicu minh muon, du do 1 viée mo
champagne mot cach thuan thuc hay chi€u mot khach hang mdi cho cong ty hay trén girong, viéc chiing toi...

Um Théi bo di. N6i thé nay cho nhanh, ké tir khi ching t6i sdng chung, chén troi ctia t6i nhur mé rong hon.

Gid thi anh dang cAm dng thur tir 1én va bét dAu It that nhanh qua mdt luot. “Vay anh dao ndy thé nao ha Danny?”

“Tot, cam on anh,” Danny n6i, can mdt miéng tao. “Thé con thé ioi tai chinh thi sa0? Hom nay anh c6 gip anh trai t0i khong?” Randall, anh trai cla
Danny, Iam vi€c trong mdt cong ty tai chinh, va Luke da an trua voi anh &y mot vai lan.

“Khong phai hdm nay, t6i khong gap,” Luke ndi.

“OK, trm, khi ndo gip,”” Danny noi, “haly hoi anh dy xemanh dy c6 tang cin khong nhé. That tur nhién vao. Chi can ndi, “Tai sao, Randall ny, trong anh
¢ vé day dan day.” Va roi c¢6 thé nhan xét thém v& mon khai vi ctia anh ay. Anh ay luon hoang turdng rang minh bi béo. That 1a khoi hai.”

“Ping I tinh anh em,” Luke ndi. “Tinh cam that dep, phai khong?”” Anh Iat dén phong bi cubi ctng, va nhan niit nhin toi.



“Becky ndy, sao ké tai khoan chung ctia anh va em da dén chua?”

“Um.. chura. Chura dén.” T6i cudi trén an anh. “Em nghf mai n6 s& dén!”

Sao k& ngan hang giri cho ching 61 thure sur dén tir hom qua, nhung t61 da dé né ngay vao ngin dung d6 16t ctia minh. Téi hoi lo Bing vé& mot vai khoan
chi tiéu, vi thé t6i chi xem xem ¢6 thé Am gi dé thay dbi tinh hinh khong. Sur thét 13, méic cho nhitng diéu t6i da néi v6i Danny, t6i luion nhan thy cai tai
khoéan chung nay hoi kho xtr mot chit.

Dumg hicu sai § t0i, 101 hoan toan dong y véi viéc tiéu chung tién. Thyc ra, thé 1, 10 yéu cai viée chia s tién voi Luke. N6 Bim t0i cam thiy rt xtic dong!
T6i chi cam thay hét yéu nd khi d6t nhi€n anh hoi, “Bay muroi d6 la ¢ Bloomingdale ndy 1a céi gi thé?” va t6i khong theé nhd ra. Vi the t6i phai vat éc moi
tim duge cau tra 161 méi va khdn khéo - chuyén nay qua don gidn, va nd that tai tinh.

Chi can d6 mot cai gi 6 1én ban sao ké dé anh 4y khong thé doc duoc.

“Anh di tim day.” Luke n6i, cam hét dbng thur tir én. Va khi sap ra khoi phong - thi anh bong khung lai. Rat chim rai anh quay ngudi kai nhin céi ti ruou
nhu thé moi nhin thay n6 lan dau tién.

“Cai gi day?” anh hoi mot cach tir tn. “Cai t ruou!” Toi hdo himg noi.

“N6 ¢ dau ra thé?”

“Um... n6... thc ra | hom nay em da mua n6.”

“Becky nay.”™ Luke nham mit lai. “Anh nghii ching ta da thong nhét voi nhau 1 khong mua méy thir rac rudi nay nita roi chir.”

“N6 khong phéi | réc ruoi! N6 1 o c6 thip nién 30! Hang dém ching ta c6 thé Bim cocktail thit tuyét!” Toi cam thiy hoi lo Eing vdi sic mt cua anh,
vi the t6i bt dau lap bap. “Nghe ndy, em biet ching ta da néi khong mua thém do dac nira. Nhung céi nay khic. Y em 1, khi anh nhin thdy mjt thir c6
mot khong hai thé nay, anh bt budc phéi vd Ky thoil”

T6i im dan va mim mdi lai. Luke Eing I& tién dén cai ti reou. Anh s tay 1én noc rdi nhit 1én céi pha cocktail, miéng ngém chit.

“Luke ndy, em chi nghi n6 s& rt thi vi! Em nghii anh s& thich n6. Cai gi & cira hang néi v6i em i em thire sw ¢6 con mit rt tinh doi...”

“Thyre sy ¢ con nit rat tinh doi,” Luke cao giong nhur thé anh nghi ngd diéu do.

Toi hé hc migng vi kinh ngac va hét Ién khi anh &y ném cai pha cocktail lén khong trung, va toi nhéin it lai, chés cho n6 roi loang xoéng trén nén nha
bang go - thi Luke tai tinh bat ldy nd. Danny va t6i ha hoc mom khi anh ay lai ném né én 1an nita, xoay tron va lin né trén canh tay.

Khong thé tin dugc. Toi dang sdng voi Tom Cruise.
“Anh da timg ]z‘lmnghé pha rugu trong subt mia hé,” Luke ndi, né mdt nu cudi.

Toi chua hé biét diéu do! Luke thét tham vong va rat ra dang doanh nhén, ban nghi anh 4y khong hé quan tam dén chuyén gi ngoai trir cong viéc... va 1oi
thi, that tinh co anh ay lam ban ngac nhién.

“Hay day em am nhur vay dil” T6i gao 1én phén khich. “Em muén kim dwoc nhu thé!”

“Ca t6i nita!” Danny n6i. Anh nht mdt cai pha cocktail khac 1én, xoay n6 thit khong chuyén nghiép gi c, rdi ném cho t6i. T6i chup nhung né ha canh
xuong sofa.

“Hau d4u gdm!” Danny mia mai. “C6 Ién, Becky. Em can tap luyén viéc bt hoa cudi & bita tiéc cudi ln nay di.”

“Khong, em khong lim thé dau!”

“Chéc chin em am duoc mi. Em mudn m ngudi tiép theo chir?”

“Damny...” T6i cudi cdtora that tu nhién.

“Hai nguoi chédc chén nén cudi di”” Danny tiép tuc, ting 1 t0i. Anh nhit mt céi pha cocktail kén va bt dau ném tir tay niy sang tay kia. “That hoan héo.
Hay nhin hai nguroi nay. Hai nguoi song cung nhau, hai nguroi khong mu6n giét nhau, hai ngroi hoan toan khong c6 quan hé huyét thong... Anhco the
may cho emmdt céi vay cudi Iong 1ay...”” Anh dat cai pha cocktail xudng va dot nhién trong rat nghiém tic. “Nay, nghe day Becky. Hay hira véi anh, néu

em lam dam cudi, anh s€ dugc may vay cudi cho em”

Chuyén ndy thit kinh khing. Néu anh cif tiép tuc nhur thé ndy, Luke s& nghi i dang ¢6 gy ap luc cho anh 4y. Anh Ay thdm chi con nghi 6i da khén
khoan xin Danny hay d¢ cép dén chi dé nay.

T6i can phai ly lai can bang, Nhanh lén.



tE)

“Thire ra, em chua mudn cudi,” t6i nghe minh dang ndi. “ft nhét 1A trong vong murdi ném nita.
“Thét sa0?”” Danny nhin c¢6 vé kinh ngac. “Em khong muén cudi sao?”

“That vy 42" Luke ngéng Ién, nét mit rét kho hiéu. “Anh chua biét didu do ddy.”

“Anh khong biét sa0?”” Toi dap lai,c ging to ra ti nhién. “Thi by gio anh biét roi dy!”

“Tai sao em khong mudn cudi trong vong murdi nam nita?”” Dannyhoi.

“Em.. tm...” Toi héng giong. “Thyc ra la, emcon rat nhidu viéc phai Bm trrde. Emmudn tap trung vao su nghiép ctia minh, va em mubn... kham pha
nhitng kha ning tiém tang ctia minh... va... hi€u con ngudi thyc ctia minh trude... va... trd thanh mdt ngudi hoan toan... trm... mdt con ngudi c6 nhan sinh
quan toan di¢n.”

Giong toi yéu 6t dan va toi bt gip anh mét hoi la ctia Luke 16 ra chitt budng binh.

“Anh hiéu rdi,” anh n6i, gat dau. “Um, nghe ¢6 vé rat thau tinh dat ly.”” Anh nhin cai pha cocktail trong tay minh, 16i dt n6 xudng. “Anh nén di déng goi
dd dac.”

L& ra anh phai khong dong tinh voi toi.
Ban dang doc truyén Tin Do Shopping Ldy Chéng dugc ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chuong 2

CHUNG TOI AT CHAN XUONG SAN BAY Heathrow vao ltic 7 gitr sang hom sau va nhén chiéc xe minh da thué. Khi ching t6i lai xe vé nha bd

me Suze ¢ Hampshire, t61 1o do' ngd qua ctra 56, nhin ngim ving nong thén phii dy tuyét, nhimg hang rao cdy, nhiing canh dong va nhiing ng6i lang
1ho, ctr nhur thé trude ddy t6i chua timg nhin thdy. So véi Manhattan, trong moi thir that nho bé va xinh xén. Lan dAu tién toi hiéu ra tai sao ngudi My lai
ctr goi moi thir & Anh Ia “cb kinh.”

“Bay giov di duong nio?”” Luke hoi, khi ching t6i lai mdt lan nira dimg & mdt ngd tur nho.

“Um, chéic chéin anh nén 1& trdi & ddy. Y em ... 1& phai. Khong, y em 14 trai.”

Khi 6 t6 quay tron, t6i luc tii xach dé tim thiép moi, chi dé xem lai dia chi chinh xAc.

Ngai Gilbert va Quy Co6 Cleath-Stuart

tran trong kinh moi quy vi...

T6i nhin chiim chdm, nhu bi thoéi mién, vao nét chix loéng ngoéng ubn lon. Chiia oi, t6i van chua thé tin dwoc Suze va Tarquin lai sép CUOL

Y 6i I3, tat nhién t6i tin. Xét cho ciing, ho ciing d& hen hd hon mdt nim nay, va vé cin ban Tarquin da chuyén vao cin ho ma tru6e day t6i o cing voi
Suze - miic du cd vé nhu ho s& & Scotland ngay cang nhi€u. Ca hai nguoi ho thit ngot ngao va song that thodi mai, va moi ngudi déu dong y rang ho 1a
mit cp tuyét voi.

Nhung chi doi e, khi t6i khong tap trung im, dau oc t6i bdng hét én, “Céi gi cooo? Suze va Tarquin sao?”

Y 6i 13, Tarquin da timg 1 6ng anh ho ky quiic dén Iap di ctia Suze. ba nhiéu nam nay anh 4y chi i c4i gi vung vé& & mdt x6 niic 4o khodc ¢d 10 siva
Itic ndo ciing ngAn nga hat nhac Wagner & nhitng chd cong cong. Anh ay I g trai hiém khi dam mao hiémbude ra khoi cai vo trli an an toan 1 ngdi biét
thur kiéu Scotland ctia minh - va khi anh ching lam vay thi d6 i cai lan dan t6i t6i cudc hen ho 0i t& nhat trong doi t6i (miic dii ching t6i khong bao gior
ndi vé chuyén do nira).

Nhung bay gio anh a ay Urm, anh 4y 13 ban trai clia Suze. Van hoi ngurong nging mot teo, va van ludn méc miy cai o len chui dau do ba vit gia dan cho.
Van [ nhing c4i riém 4o réch rudi. Nhung Suze yéu anh 4y, va d6 moi la didu quan trong,

Oi Chiia oi, t6i khong thé bat khoc duoc. Toi phai tur thich nghi véi chuyén nay.
“Lau dai Harborough,” Luke doc, dimg lai & chd hai cot d4 d6 nat. “No6 day a2”

“Um..” t6i hit thd, va ¢ t6 ra tap trung. “Vang, n6 ddy. Cr i vao trong di anh.”
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Trude day t6i timg ¢ dén nha Suze nhidu Jin, nhung t6i luén quén ring né hoanh trang thé ndo. Xe ching toi kin banh xudng mot dai 1o dai rong, hai bén
trdng toan cy va tién vao duong xe vao nha lwon vong quanh ¢6 rai s6i. Ngdinha 16n, méu ghi xam, nhin that ¢b kinh, v6i nhitng cot d4 ¢ phia trude va
thudng xuan moc trim kin.

“Nha dep ddy,” Luke néi khi ching 6 tién vé phia canh cira trude to dimg, “N6 bao nhiéu tudi rdi nhi?”

“Khong biét,” t6i ni mo ho. “Gia dinh ho s6 hiru n6 nhiéu nam nay roi.” Toi gt manh cai chudng cira dé xem liéu c6 miy may co hi ndo no duo sira
chura - nhung hién nhién la chura. T6i g0 cira vai lan bang cai vong sat néng trich - va khi cfing chang c6 ai tra 1o, t6i cr di vao sanh cta cai lau dai lat da
khong 16 d6, noi mdt con ché gia giong Labrador dang namngli bén 16 stra kéu ti tach.

“Xin chao?” Toi hét to. “Suze c6 nha khong?”

Bdng nhién t6i nhin thdy bd Suze ciing dang nga canh 16 sudi, trong mot cai ghé banh Ion du dua. Toi hoi so bd ctia Suze, that sy | vay. Chéc chin toi
khong muon danh thirc bac ay day.

“Suze 01.” T61i ndi, nho nhe hon.
“Bex! Minh nghii nghe thiy tiéng i d6!”

To6i nghng lén - va Suze dang dimg & bac tam cp, trong mdt cai vay dai bang vai len ké 6 vudng, mai toc vang tha dai sau lung va né nu cudi rang 13,
vui suong.

“Suze!”

T6i bude nhanh Ién cau thang va 6m chdm Iy ¢6. Khi budng nhau ra, mit ctia ca hai ching t6i déu d6 hoe, v t6i cudi run rdy. Chia oi, t6i da luon nhé
Suze, thim chi hon t6i tirong rat nhicu.

“Lén phong minh di!”” Suze ndi, kéo manh tay t6i. “Lén day xem vay ctia minh!”’

“N6 thye su rit dang yéu ding khong?” Toi hao hirng néi. “Nhin trong anh né rt tuyét.”

“N6 thét hoan héo! Nhung cau phai xem, minh ¢6 i 40 codc xé tuyét et méo ciia Rigby va Peller... va ca cai quin 16t chén gbi rat yéu...”
Luke héing giong va ca hai ching t6i ngoanh lai.

“Oil” Suze n6i. “Xin I0i, Luke. C6 ¢ phé, béo va cac thi ¢ trong bép, di i dang kia a.” C6 chi xudng phia hanh lang. “Anh c6 thé ding thit x0ng khoi
va triing néu anh thich! Ba Gearing s€ lam cho anh.”

“Ba Gearing xemra c6 vé 1a tuyp phu nit ctia anh,” Luke mim cuoi noi. “Anh gip emsaunhé.”

Phong ctia Suze sang stia, 1ong gi6 va nhin ra mot khu vuron. Toi néi I vuron. N6 rong khoang muroi hai ngan hée ta, voi nhitng bai co chay tir sau nha
dén tan nhitng ring tuyét tiing va mdt cai ho, noi ma Suze suyt chét dudi khi Ién ba. Phia bén trai con c6 mjt vuron hdng dugc rao xung quanh, vdi nhirmg
luong hoa, con dudng ri s0i va bo gidu, noi Tarquin da cau hon voi Suze. (Han 13 anh 4y da quy mot g01 xubng va khi dimg Ién thi s6i bam day vao
quan. Ping kiéu Tarquin.) Phia bén phéi co mt san quan vot cii rdi dén mdt bai ¢o lom chom, trai dén tan hang rao, phia bén kia a san nha tho cua
lang, Ngay by giov khi nhin ra cira s6, t6i c6 thé thdy mot cai rap khdng 16 bang vai phia sau ngdi nha, va mot 16i di ¢6 méi che dang duoc dung lén, 16i
dindy s& vong quanh san quin vot va qua ca bai co, chay dén tan cong nha tho.

“Cau khong dinh di b dén nha ths chir?”” T6i ni, bdng nhién s thay cho dbi gidy Emma Hope clia Suze.

“Khong dau, ngbc a! Minh s& ngdi trén xe ngyra. Nhung tt ca khéch khira s& di bo quay trd lai nha, va s& c6 ngudi dura cho ho nhitng cdc whisky nong
trén duong di.”

“Chiia o, thé thi that hoanh trdng!” T6i ni, quan sat mdt dng mic quan jeans bat diu déng coc xudng dét. Va t6i khong ngan minh, cudng lai dugc cam
giac hoi ghen ty mdt chut. Toi ludn mo wde cb mdt dam cudi that Ion va tuyét voi, véi ngwa va xe ngira va rat nhidu trd huyén néo, ké tir khi...

Um ké tir...

Noi mot céch hoan toan thanh thyre, ké tir dam cudi cia cong mrong Diana. Lic d6 t0i séu tudi, tat ca ching toi qudy quan bén nhau cing xem bén nha
¢6 hang xom Janice, va t6i van nh6 minh da tron tron mt lén nhin khi c6ng nurong bude ra khoi xe ngira trong chiée vay do. Cir nhur Lo Lemhién hitu
gitra doi thyre. Con dep hon ca Lo Lem. To6i da mudn la ¢6 ay biet bao. Me mua cho t61 m6t cudn sach ky niém gém rat nhiéu birc anh tén la Ngay trong
dai ctia Diana - va ngiy hom sau t6i danh rat nhiéu thoi gian d¢ lam phién ban cua riéng t6i ¢ t€n Ngay trong dai cta Becky, voi rat nhiéu tranh v& t6i
trong chiec vay xoe rong, d6i virong mién. (Va trong vai phién ban khac, cam mot chiéc diia than.)

Co I& ké tir e d6 t0i da quén di it nhidu. Toi khong con mo méic chiéc vay cudi miu kem xde rong nita. Tham chi toi ciing da tir bo vige & cudi mdt
nguoi trong hoang gia. Nhung du vay, hé nhin thdy ddm cudi la mot phan trong t6i lai quay vé 1a dira tré 1én sau véi d6i mat long lanh mo mong do.

“Minh biét! Khong phai s& tuyét Eim sao?”” Suze ndi hd hoi hanh phiic. “Bay gio, minh phai di dénh ring day...”



C6 bién vao budng tim con ti tho théin & ban trang diém ciia ¢6, noi cai thigp thong béo 1€ dinh hon ctia ho duoc nhét vao grong. Nir Hau tude Susan
Cleath-Stuart va Hau tudcTarquin Cleath-Stuart Blimey. Toi udn quén rang Suze that su rat dong doi.

“Minh mudn c6 mdt tude hiéw,” t6i ndi, khi Suze quay tré lai phong trén toc cai mot cai kroc. “Minh thy lac 1ong qua. Lam thé nao dé c6 mot cai?”
“Oi khong, cau khong mudn c6 dau,” Suze n6i, chun miii lai. “Ching tht v& van, Nguoi ta giri thu cho cau va viét Kinh giri ba Hau tude.”

“U thi thé ciing hay. Minh ¢6 thé dwoc goi a gi?”

“Um...” Suze 161 manh mdt mé toc rdi ra. “Nix Ba tude Becky Bloomwood thi sa0?”

“Cai tude higu d6 Bm minh nghe nhur 93 tudi viy,” t0i n6i ddy hoai nghi. “Thé... Hiép si D€ ché Anh Becky Bloomwood thi sao? My céi twée vi higp i
dé ché Anhnay c6 vé kha dé d¢é co duoc, ding khong?”

“DE kinh khing,” Suze néi dﬁytu tin. “Cau ¢ thé c6 mdt cdi vi phuc vu trong mt nganh nao d6 hodc mdt sur vu gi d6. Minh s¢ d8 ctr cau, néu chu
thich. Thoi nao, bay gid thi minh nudn xem céi vay cuia cau!”

“OK!” T6i nhic va li 1én girong, bat ra, va can thin 16i tac phdm ciia Danny ra. “Céu nghi sao?” Toi tir hio gio n6 Ién, ap sat vao nguoi va quan than 4o
bang lua mau vang quanh nguoi. “No6 kha tuyét, dung khong?”

“Tuyét cti méo!” Suze n6i, nit mo to nhin cham chim vao no. “Minh chira bao gior nhin thy c4i ndo nhu thé nay!” C6 s nhitng dong xé quin trén vai
cua cai vay. “Cau kiemno ¢ dau day? Co6 phai tir ctra hang Barneys khong?”

“Khéng, n6 14 ctia Danny. Nho khong, minh da ké véi cau 1a anh 4y dang may vay cho minh 4y?”

“U...” C6 nhin mit. “Danny ndo nhi’”, n6i lai xem

“Anh hing x6m & trén nha minh 4y,” t6i nhiic ¢6. “Cai anh chang thiét ké. Cai anh ma ching ta vo tinh gip khi di én cAu thang lan trude 4y?”

“0, ding,” Suze n6i, git ddu. “Minh nhé roi.”

Nhung qua cai cach ¢d n6i, t6i biét ¢o thue sy khong nho.

Toi dau thé trach c6 - co chi gip Danny c6 khoang hai phit. Lic d6 anh dang dinh di tham b6 me & Connecticut con co thi hoi mét vi bay qua lau va ho
gan nhur khong n6i chuyén. Nhung ma. Ciing hoi la khi nghif rang Suze khong thure sy bict Danny, va anh khong biét cd, trong khi ho déu rét quan trong
doi véi toi. Clr nhu the t6i da song hai cudc doi hoan toan tach biét vay, va toi cang 6 New York 1au thi ching duong nhur cang tach xa nhau hon.

“OK, day la vay ctia minh,” Suze hao hirng ndi.

Co grfftﬁquﬁnéo va mo khoa mot cai tii vai in hoa ra - d6 1 mdt cai vay dep mé hon, may bang lua triing va nhung véi tay dai va dudi vay dai kiéu
truyen thong,

“Oi Chtia 01, Suze,” t6i thd gap, ¢b hong nghen lai. “Cau s& rét rat xinh dep. Minh van khong thé tin dugc cau sip cudi! ‘Ba Cleath-Stuart’.

“Oi, dirng goi minh nhur thé!” Suze nhéin mii ndi. “Nghe cir nhur mg minh vay. Nhung thyre tinh ké ra ciing tign khi cu¢i mdt ai d6 trong gia dinh,” c6 n6i
tiép, dong i quan 4o lai, “bdi vi minh van c6 thé gitt lai tén ctia minh va dong thoi ¢6 ca tén clia anh 4y. Vi thé minh s& van giit ky hiéu S-C-S cho nhitng
cdi khung anh ctia minh” CO voi tay iy mt hop céc tong va kéo ra mot cai khung anh bang thiy tinh cue dep, hinh xoén oc. “Nhin nay, day 1 dong san

phammdi...”

Cong viée cuia Suze B thiét ké khung anh, nhitng thir ndy duoc bén khéip cé nude, va nimngodi ¢ da am céc san phim da dang hon, ca album énh,
gidy goi qua, va ca hop qua nira.

“Ch dé 11 hinh v6 s0,” ¢6 néi day tu hao. “Cau thich chir?”
“Dep déy!” T6i ndi, hrdt ngdn tay quanh vong tron xoan de. “Lam thé ndo cau co y tudng nay?”

“Thie ra 1a minh ¢4 y twéng nho Tarkie! Mot hom bon minh dang di dao, anh Ay ké khi con nho da timg suru tAp v6 sd va ndi vé nhing hinh dang khac
nhau rat tha vi trong tu nhién... the 12 minh bong c6 y tudng do!”

T6i nhin khudn mit diy hao himg ciia ¢6, va dot nhién murdng turong ra canh ¢d va Tarquin tay trong tay di trén nhitng canh dong hoang day gi6, van 4o
len dai tay c6 tim ctia The Scotch House.

“Suze ndy, cau s& rat hanh phic v6i Tarquin,” t6i n6i day xuc dong,
“Céu nghi thé 42” C6 d6 mét vi vui swéng, “That cha?”

“Chic chinrdi. Y minh 1, nhin cAu ma xem! Céu dang rat rang ngoil”



Diéu ny ding. Trude ddy t0i chura timg nhén ra diéu 6, nhung trong ¢6 hoan toan khac véi Suze clia ngly xura. Van ci mili thanh ti va doi g mé cao
d6, nhung khudn it ¢6 tron hon, va ¢6 vé dju dang. Tuy ¢ van ménh khénh, nhung c6 mdt ci gi d6 day dan... gin nhu | mdt... Anh mit t6i dua
xuong phia dui than hinh ¢6 va dumng lai.

Ch chit.

Khong, Chic chén. ..

Khoéng,

“Gi day?”

“Suze ndy, cau...” Toi nudt khan. “Cau khong... co bau ddy chir?”

“Khong!” C6 dap lai day phan nd. “Tat nhién 1a khong! Thanh thyre nm ndi, di diéu i khién cau...” C6 bét gip anh mét ctia t6i, dot nhién ngimg lai va
nhtin vai. “Oj, thoi dugc 161, ding the. Sao cau doan dugce the?”

“Sao minh doan dugc a? Tir cach cau... Y minh 1, nhin cau c6 bau ma.”

“Khong, minh khong nhur thé! Chura ai timg doan ra ca!”

“Chac chin  ¢6. N6 rat hién nhién ma!”

“Khong, khong phéi!” C6 thét bung vao va tw nhin minh trong grong. “Cau thiy chua? Va mot khi minh da niic 4o nit ctia Rigby va Peller vao rdi...”
Toi khong thé trdng trong ndi chuyén ndy. Suze dang c6 bau!

“Viy - ddy | chuyén bi mit a2 B me cau khong biét ddy chi?”

“Oi khong! Khong ai biét. K& ca Tarkie.” C6 xj mit ra. “Viée nay hoi kho xir, ¢6 bau trong ngly cudi, cu khong nghi thé sao? Minh da nghi minh s& gié
vo nhu d6 1a mit em bé tr chuyen tring mat.”

“Nhung chéc chén it ra cdu ciing phai c6 duoc ba thang rdi.”

“Bbn thang. Minh s& sinh vao dau théng sau.”

T6i nhin ¢6 chim chdm “Vay m cach quai ndo cau dinh gia vo B mdt em bé tir chuyén tring mat chir?”

‘Um..” Co nghi mdt lic. “Co thé n6 sinh hoi thiéu thang mét teo.”

“Ca bon théang sa0?”

“Um, dugc rdi. Minh s& nghi cach khac,” Suze n6i nhe nhu khong, “Con khéi thoi gian. Thoi dit sao thi diéu quan trong 1 khong dugc ndi voi ai.”

“OK, minh s& khong n6i.” Pay thin trong, t6i voi tay so bung ¢6. Suze dang cé embé. C6 sap imme. Va Tarquin sip Bmbd. Chia oi, cir nhu thé tur
nhién tat ca ching t6i treong thanh hay cling dai loai nhur the.

[t nhét Suze ciing ding & mot diém. Mot khi ¢ méic 4o code xé vao rdi thi ban khong tai ndo trong thiy chd phdng 1én kia. Thét ra, khi chiing t6i clng
ngOi xuong ban trang diém cua ¢d vao sang hdm c6 cudi, hon hd cudi voi nhau, ¢6 thure sy nhin con gay hon ca t6i, dieu nay hoi bi bat cong,

Ching t6i da c6 vai ngiy rt - tuyét, nghi ngoi, xem lai nhitng cubn video cii va 3n khong biét bao nhiéu KitKats ma ké. (Suze dang an cho hai | nguol, va
i can ndng luong sau chuyén bay vurot dai dwong ctia minh.) Luke da mang theo it tai liu va danh héau hét thoi gian trong thir vién - nhung lAn ny t6i
khong thdy phién. Thét tuyét khi co thé danh thoi gian bén Suze. Toi da duoc ké tit ca vé& can hd ma ¢ va Tarquin mua & London, d3 xem nhiing birc
anh vé cai khach san tuyét dep & Antigua noi ma 6 vaTarquin s& di nghi tudn triing mit, va t0i da thir hiu hét quin 4o moi trong ti ctia ¢.

C6 hang ta viéc dang dién ra khip noi trong nha, ngudi ¢ tiém hoa, nguoi phuc vudd an va ho hangdenmolluc mdt dong. Co diéu hoi la mot chit
khong ai trong gia dinh c6 ve déc biét bdi 16i. Me ctia Suze van ra ngoai di san ca hai ngy t0i & day, va b6 ¢6 thi & tit trong phong doc. Ba Gearing,
quéan gia ctia ho, i ngudi sip xép rap dé to chire tiéc, hoa va moi thir - ma tham chiba ay c¢6 vé kha thu thai. Khi t6i hoi Suze vé viéc ndy thi c6 chi nhin
vai ndi, “Minh doan nha minh d& quen véi viéc t6 chirc céc bita tiée 1on roi.”

T6i hom qua ¢ mdt bita tiée ngot hoanh trang cho ho hing ctia Suze va Tarquin dén tir Scotland, va t6i da mong chd it ra moi nguoi s& ndi chuyén vé
dam cudi vao fic d6. Nhung ctr mdi lan t6i ¢6 ging lim moi ngudi himg thi vé nhimg bong hoa, hay moi chuyén méi Bing man im sao thi t6i chi nhan
dwoc nhing céi nhin tréng rong. Chi khi Suze dé cap dén viéc Tarquin s& mua cho ¢6 mdt con ngwa dé lim qua cudi thi tit ca bon ho dot nhién tré nén
ning dong, va bt dau ndi vé nhitng ngudi nudi ngrra mi ho biét, nhitng con ngwa ma ho da mua, va bang cach ndo ngudi ban thin thiét tuyét voi ctia ho
c6 dugc mdt con ngya cai long mau hat dé rat dep ma co & Suze s€ quan tam.



Y 6i 13, thiét tinh. Tham chi khong ai thém hoi t6i vay ctia toi nhur thé nao.

Thoi ké. Toi khong quan tm, boi vi nhin n6 tuyét voi. Ca hai ching toi nhin déu tuyét voi. Ca hai ching toi déq s& duo trang diém nhor chuyén gia trang
diém tuyét voi, va toc cta ching toi s& duoc bui cao Ién tuyét dep. Nhiép anh gia s€ chup dugc birc anh ¢6 thé néi la “rat chan thyc” canh ti cai ctic
cho Suze khi méc vay cudi (anh ta da bét ching toi im lai ba Jan, thyre ra 1 Tic cudi hai canh tay t6i moi nhtr). Bay gio trong lic Suze dang tm vdia vé
nhitng chiéc virong mién ctia sau gia dinh thi t6i nham nhi méy ngum champagne. Chi dé giiip 6i b6t cang thing,

“Me c6 thi sa0?” nguoi Am toc ndi voi Suze khi ¢b Ay vén may soi toc xoan miu vang hoe 1da xda trude mit. “Bac dy c6 mudn sy toc kho khong?”
“Chic khong dav,” Suze noi, mit xi ra. “Me t6i thue sy khong quan tam dén nﬁy viéc do.”

“Me céu s& mic gi?”” Toi hoi.

“Chtia mdi biét”, Suze noi. C6 18 |a bét cir cdi gi tién tay. CO nhin t0i, v t0i cling xi miit ra ddy cam thong, Toi qua me ctia Suze di xudng dudi nha dé
uong gi do trong cai chin vay xoe rong thing thinh va cai 4o len chui dau day hoa van, va mot cai gi 4o kim curong to ding ¢ phia trurée. Xin thir oi, me
cua Tarquin trong con t¢ hon. Toi thuc sur khong hiéu Suze ¢6 gang xoay so ¢ dau ra gu thim niy ctia minh.

“Bex, ciu c6 thé di xem dé dambao me minh khong mic mot cai vay lam vuon cli k¥ kinh tom duge khong?”” Suze noi. “Me minh s€ nghe 101 cau, minh
bict me minh sg lAm the.”

“Um... OK,” t6i hoai nghi n6i. “Minh s& ¢6.”

Khi di ra khoi phong, t6i trong thiy Luke di doc hanh lang trong bg I phuc.

“Trong em dep Fim” anh vira n6i vira mim cudi.

“That chir?”” T6i quay nhe mdt vong, “Céi vay d& thuong phai khong anh? Va n ciing rat vira vin nita...”

“Anh dang khong nhin c4i vay,” Luke noi. Mt anh bt gip mit t6i, 1 1én sur tinh quéi va t6i cam thiy khé vui suéng. “Suze da chinh t& rdi chr?”” anh
ndi thém. “Anh chi muon chic nmirng c6 ay.”

“A vAng,” t0i ndi. “Anh ctr vao di. Nay Luke, anh s& khong bao gi¢y doan duoc dau!”

Toi héin s& chét mét trong hai ngaty vira qua vi khong ké cho Luke vé& embé ctia Suze, va biy gior nhing 16i d6 tubn ra trude khi toi kip ngan lai.
“Giha em?”

“Cau dy...” Toi khong thé n6i voi anh, t6i khong thé. Suze s& giét toi mit. “Cu dy... c6 cai vay cudi thuce su rat dep,” toi lip iém

“T6t” Luke n6i, nhin t6i to mo. “C6 mdt didu ngac nhién, rm, anh s€ vao trong va ndi vai cau that nhanh. Gap em saunha.”

Toi than trong di dén phong ngii clia me Suze va nhe nhang gb cira. “Ai day?” mbt giong noi thét Ién tra 11, va canh ctra ra vao dugc Caroline, me Suze,
mo tung ra. Ba cao khoang Im8 v6i d6i chan dai, théng tip, mai toc bach kim dugc budc lai, va khudn mit sam ning vira gurong cudi khi nhin thay toi.

“Rebecca!” ba ndi oang oang, va nhin dong hd deo tay. “Chira dén gior ding khong?”
“Chua a!” Toi bén lén cuoi va dao mét qua mot hwot bo canh ciia ba gdm mdt cai a0 khoac mau xanh linh thity kha cii, quan ky s, va d6i bt cudi ngyra.

Ba c6 mit than hinh tuyét voi so véi phu nit & d6 tudi ba. Thao nio Suze lai manh khanh dén thé. Toi liéc quanh phong, nhung khong hé thay tii dung do
vest hay cai hop dung mii ndo ca.

“Vay, irm, bac Caroline... Chau chi dang ban khoan hom nay bac dinh méic gia. Voitu cach la me ctia ¢6 dau!”

“Me ctia ¢6 dau 4?” Ba nhin t6i chim chim. “Oi Chua nhan tir, bac doan bac ding | nhur vdy. Chura timg nghil dén diéu do.”
“Plng thé! Vay thi bac... da ¢6 bo canh dac biét nao chura a?”

“Gio m thay quén 4o thi hoi s6m nhi?”” Caroline néi. “Bac chi viée khoac cai g d6 1én nguoi trrde khi chiung ta di thoi ma.”

“Vang, vdy sao bac khong dé chau chon gitp a?” Toi khéing khéing, va tién dén ti quan do. Toi mo tung canh ti ra, chuan bj tinh thin dé khoi sdc - va ha
hdc moém vi ngac nhién.

De”lNy chiic hin 1 bgf) suu tap qyﬁn 40 doc dao nhit ma toi tirng nhin théy. Bo quﬁn ao di ngua, nhitng chiée véy da hodi, va ba chuc bd vest chen Iin doi
cho voi nhitng chi€e sari ctia An P9, 4o poncho ctia Mexico... va mdt khay dung toan d6 trang strc dan tdc rat doc dao.

“Nhitng bo d6 nay!” Toi hon hén.

“Bac biét.” Caroline nhin ching day chan nan. “Toan mdt dong gi¢ rach cii ky, that ddy.”



“Gié rach cii ky a? Oi Chia oi, néu béac tim dwroc bat cir mon ndo trong s6 ny & mot cira hiéu ban dd 6 & New York...” Toi kéo mdt cai do khoac
bang xa tanh mau xanh da trdi nhat c6 riém ruy bang ra. “Cai nay thit qua tuyét.”

“Chdu thich né khong?”” Caroline ngac nhién néi. “Cam By di.”

“Chéu khong thé!”

“Chéu yéu quy, bac khong mubn méc né nita ma.”

“Nhung chéc chéin gié trj tinh thin... Y chéu 1, nhitng ki niém cta béc...”

“Nhitng ki niém ctia bac nam & ddy.” Ba gd nhe vao dau. “Khong phéi & d6.” Ba xem xét dong quin 4o on xon, roi cAm mdt méu xuong nhd cot mot
soi day da Ién. “Ngay lic nay, day 1a cai bac kha thich.”

“Céi d6 a?” T6i ndi, cd ging bay to mot chit dong cam. “Um, cai d6...”

“M0t toc trurong bd tdc Masai da tang nd cho bac, dén nay ciing da nhiéu nam rdi. Lic binh minh, bon bac dang l4i xe di tim dan voi thi mdt ti trurong ra
hiéu cho bon bac dirng lai. Mot phu nit ctia bd tdc dang bi sot cao sau khi sinh. Bon bac da giip cho c6 ay ha nhiét va bd lac da tang bon bac nhitng
mon qua. Chau da tirng dén Masai Mara chura Rebecca?”

“Um.. chura a. Chau chura timg bao gio thye sur di...”

“Va mon qua xinh xén dang yéu ndy.” Ba nhit mt cai vi théu tay lén. “Bac da mua cai ndy & trong chg & Konya. D Iy nd bang tit thudc I cudi ciing
cuia bac trude khi bon bac dibd dén bd tdc Nemrut Dagi. Chau da tirng dén Tho Nhi Ky chura?”

“Chua, chd d6 ciing chua a,” t0i ndi, cam théy hoi thua thigt. Chiia oi, t6i cam théty minh di du fich it qua. Toi cd giing luc loi khip ddu 6¢ xem c6 chd
130 61 da tirng di ma ¢6 the laim bac ay an twong khong - nhung gio nght tdi thi chuyén nay kha v& van. Bi Phap vai lan, Tay Ban Nha, Hy Lap... va chi
co the. Tai sao t6i chua tirng dén dau thu vi nhi? Tai sao t6i chua timg di bd quanh Moéng c6 nhi?

A phéi rdi, da c6 mdt Ian t6i dinh di Thai Lan. Nhung rdi t6i quyét dinh di Phap va tiéu toan bo s tién ti tiét kiém duoc vao cai tii Lulu Guinness.
“Chéu thyc sy khong di du lich nhiéu,” t6i ngai ngan thi nhén.

“Um, chéu phai di, chau gai yéu quy a!”” Caroline n6i oang oang, “Chdu phai mo rong tAm nhin ctia minh. Phai hoc vé cudc song tir nhitng con nguoi
thyrc. Mot trong nhitng ngudi ban than thiét nhat ctia béac trén thé giéi ndy i mot phy nir ndng thén Bolivia. Bon bac di cing trong ngd trén thao nguyén
6 Llanos.”

B‘Oi?’

Mot cai déng hd xinh x8n dzit & bé 1o swéi danh chudng ctr nira tiéng mdt BAn va t6i chot nhén ra ching t6i s& chﬁng di d@én dau ca.

“Vdy thi... bac ¢ y trdng nao vé bd trang phuc cho dam cudi chua a?

“MOot i gi 46 Am ap va sic s& mot chit,” Caroline n6i, vai tay iy mdt cai 4o poncho méu do va vang khé day.

“Um... Chau khong chic c4i d6 ¢6 hoan toan phit hop khong...” Téi tach dong o khoac va vay ra, va bdng nhién nhin thdy mdt vat lya mau mo. “Oil
Cainay dep qua.” T6116i n6 ra - va t6i khong the tin duge. Vay clia Balenciaga.

“D6 1a bd mic di xa ctia bac,” Caroline n6i nhur dang hdi tuong lai.
“Bon béc da di du lich trén chuyén tau Orient Express dé dén Venice, rdi da khdm pha nhitng hang dong & Postojna. Chau c6 biét chd d6 khong?”

“Bac phai mic cai ndy moi duoc!” Toi ndi, giong rit 1én vi phén khich. “Trong bac s& rat tuyét ddy. Va né ciing rét ing man, niic bd canh ding dé di xa
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cua bac dia!

“Béc nghil trong nd s& khd nhon.” B gio n6 Ién, 4p vao nguoi bang hai canh tay d6 va rédm néing Fim t6i nhéin it mdi khi nhin théy. “Chéic 1 vén vira
nhi? Nao, phai ¢ cdi miindo & quanh day chur...” Ba dat bd canh xudng va bat dau luc quanh gia.

“Vay - chéc hin béc rat mimng cho Suze,” t6i ndi, nhat mdt céi gwong cAm tay namngoc luc bao én va sam soi nd.

“Tarquin A mot chang trai tt.” Ba quay lai va gb gd cai miii khoam ctia minh kha can trong, “Puoc thira ké rt tt.”

Piéu nay ding, Tarquin ki ngudi gidu thir 15 & dat nude ndy, hay dai loai thé. Nhung t6i hoi ngac nhién khi me Suze lai dé cap dén chuyén nay.
“Da, dling thé...” Toi ndi. “Mic du chau khong nghi Suze thuc sy cAn tén...”

“Bac dang khong néi dén tién bac!” Ba mim cudi voi toi day ngu y va bong nhién t6i hiéu ra diéu ba mubn noi.



“O!” Toi cam thiy mét minh dang d6 lung Ién. “Dng thé! Chau hiéu!”

“Tat ¢ nhirng nguoi dan dng trong dong ho Cleath-Stuart déu giong nhau. Ho déu ndi tiéng vé chuyén do. Chura bao gio c6 mdt vu ly di nio trong gia
dinh,” ba noi thém, dat bup mdt cai mii rong vanh méu xanh 14 cay 1én dinh dau.

Chiia oi. Bay gidtoi phai nhin nhan Tarquin hoi khéc di.

Cling phéi mét mdt i t6i mdi thuyét phuc durge Caroline bo cai mii rong vanh méu xanh 14 ciy v thay bang cai mii chup méu den rét thanh fich. Khi di
trén hanh lang vé phia phong Suze, t6i nghe thay vai giong ndi kha quen thudc & tién sanh ctia ngdi nha.

“P6 I kién thirc phd thong thdi ma. Bénh 16 mdm long mong i do nhirg con chim bd cau dura th gay ra.”

“Chim b cau 4? Ba dang bao vdi t6i I cai bénh dich khing khiép da tiéu diét gan nhur tit ca cac dan gia stc & khiip chau Au B do miy con chim bd
cau vo hai gily ra sao?”

“V hai sa0? Graham, ching 14 loai chim gy hai d4y!”

B me! Toi voi va di vé phia cau thang - va kia Ia ho, dang dimg bén canh [0 suoi. B miic bo B phuc véi cai mil kep vao tay, con me nic 4o khoac
mau xanh tim than, chan vay hoa, di déi giay mau do tuoi, c6 vé nhur khong hop véi cai mil do ctia ba lam

‘GM¢ 01"”
“Becky!”

“Me oi! B oil” T6i voi v di xudng cau thang va 6m chdm Iy ca hai nguoi, hit hirong thom quen thude ctia bot tan ding khi tim ctia hiing Yardley va
Tweed.

Chuyén di nty cang ltc cang thém xtic dong. Toi chura timg gip bd me minh ké tir khi ho dén théim t6i 6 New York vao bon thang trude. Va ngay ca khi
d6, hai nguoi cling chi & lai ba ngay trude khi bay di Florida dé gap gia dinh Everglade.

“Me oi, trong me tuyét qua! Me da lim gl voi méi toc ctia minh thé?”

“Maureen da nhudm highlight vai chd,” ba ndi, trong vé it hai long, *“Va séng nay me ghé sang nha Janice & ké bén dé co Ay trang diém cho me. Con
bict day, ¢ ay da tham gia mt khoda trang di€m chuyén nghiép. Co ay thue sy l|a mdt chuyén gia!”

“Con c6 thé... thdy thé!” t61 yéu 6t ndi, nhin vao méy vét ma hong gém ghiéc va mau nhii bong dugc trat 1n ma me. C6 I8 t6i s& phai gia vo vo tinh lau
chiing di.

“Vay Luke dang & ddy 42" me t6i n6i, nhin xung quanh voi doi mét sang 13, cir nhur thé mot con séc dang tim kiém cu lac vay.

“Déu do quanh déy a,” t6i n6i - va b6 me t6i dura nit nhin nhau. “Céu ta & day day chir?” Me t6i nhoén cudi kha cing thing, “Ca hai bay cing mit
chuyén bay day chu?”

“Me oi, me dimg lo. Anh dy & ddy. That ma.”

Me t6i ¢6 vé van chua dugc thuyét phuc im - va that long n ndi toi khong thé trach ba duoc. Su that 13, c6 mdt s ¢b nho nhé & dam cudi lan trude
ma chiing t6i cing dur. Luke da khong xuat hién, va t6i da tham hai vo cling, va t6i da phai vién dén ke... rm...

Théi. D6 ciing chi a mdt 101 n6i vo hai con con thdi ma. Y 6i 1, anh c6 thé da ¢ do, nhap bon & mdt noi nao d6. Néu ho khong phai chup cai birc anh
tap thé ngu ngde do thi khong ai biet duoc.

“Bac Jane! Bac Graham! Chao hai bac!”

Do 1a Luke, dang sai budc qua cira ra vao. Cam on Chua.

“Luke!” Me 61 bat cudi nhe nhdm. “Chéu déy rdi! Graham, cau dy & day roil”

“Tét nhién i cau Ay & ddy rdil” BS 161 ndi, dao mit. “Thé ba nghii cau dy & dau chir? O trén mit tring sao?”

“Béc c6 khde khong bac Jane?” Luke vira noi vira mim cuoi, va hon [én ma me t6i.

Khuon méit me t6i hong Ién vi hanh phiic, va ba dang bam Iy cénh tay ctia Luke nhur thé sganh s& tan bién nhu mot Bin khoi. Anh kh& cuoi véi toi, v toi
sung suéng cuoi dap lai. Toi da mong moi ngdy nay tir rat lau roi. Va bay gio n6 thire sw da dén. Cir nhur thé Giang sinh vay. Thure ra con tha vi hon ca
Gidng sinh. Nhin qua canh ctra ra vao mo toang, t6i c6 thé thay khach moi dén dur dam cudi van 6 phuc va doi mil rat lich thiép dang di qua cai san rai
soi day tuyet. Tur dang xa, chudng nha thd dang ngén 1én, va bau khéng khi duong nhu ndo nhiét, hdo hirc mong cho.

“Va c6 dau bén lén ctia ching ta dau r6i?”” BS t6i hoi.



“Chdu day”, giong ctia Suze cit Ién. Tat ca chiing t6i déu ngng Ién - va cd 4y kia rdi, dang hrét trén cau thang, tay cAm mot bo hoa dep mé hdn gdbm
hoa hong va hoa thurong xuan.

“Oi, Suze,” me 61 n6i, va Iy mot tay che miéng. “Oi, cai vay do! Oi... Becky! Con s&...” Me quay lai phia t6i v6i d6i méit diu dang va 1an du tién ba c6
"’

vé nhan ra t6i dang méc gi. “Becky ndy. .. con dinh mic céi vay d6 a2 Con s& chét cong miét!
“Khong, con khong sao. Nha tho duge sudi amm.”
“N6 dang yéu diing khong a?”” Suze n6i. “Rét khac la.”

“Nhung n6 chi | c4i 4o so mi théi ma!” Me kéo manh tay 4o va khong hai long. “Va cai déng tua rua nay 1 gi vy? N6 chua duoc may xong hoan
chinh!”

“N6 duoc thiét ké riéng,” t6i giai thich. “Né hoan toan doc nhét vo nhi.”

“Poc nhat vo nhi sao? Con khong can méic cho hop v6i nhitng c6 phit dau khac 42"

“S& khong c6 mt c6 phir déu nao khac a,” Suze gii thich. “Mot nguoi duy nhét nita ma chiu da nhd 1 em géi ctia Tarquin, Fenny. Nhung con bé noi
néu né lam phit dau mot an nita thi nd s& bi xii quay khong lay chdng dugc. Moi nguoi biét dAy, ngudi ta néi, “Qué tam ba ban km phir dau ma’, trm,
va con bé lam phir dau ¢4 I8 dén chin muroi ba 1in 16i ciing nén! Va c6 nang dang dé y dén mot g lam viéc trong tly ban Thanh phd, vi vay n6 khong
mudn bat ¢t 1t ro ndo.”

Im king mdt lic. Téi ¢6 thé thiy bd néio clia me t6i dang m viée rét vat va. Oi Chia, oi, Bm on dimg...

“Becky yéu dau, con da fam phi ddu bao nhiéu fan rdi?” ba n6i, ¢6 vé khi tu nhién. “Cai in & dém cudi ciia chi Malcolm va di Sylvia.... nhung me nghi
chi c6 the thdi, ding khong?”

“Va ctia Ruthie va Paul nita,” t6i nhic me nhd.

“Lan d6 con khong lam phii ddu,” me t6i n6i ngay Bp tire. “Con chi ... ¢d bé phu trach cdm hoa. Vi vdy m6i c6 hai lan ké ca 1in hom nay. Bing, chi ¢6
hai 1an.”

“Luke, chéu nghe thdy chira?”” B3 t6i n6i, va cudi that 1on. “Méi hai lan.”

Thanh thue ma ndi, bb me t6i thé nao Ay nhi?

“Um, thé ndo ciing dwoc!” Toi ndi, ¢b ging nhanh chng nghi ra mot cha dé khéc. “Vay... &...”

“Tét nhién rdi a, Becky con hin mudi nim nita m6i phai lo Eing dén viée nhur thé...”” Luke n6i thoai méi.
“Céi gi c0?” Me i chét king, va me t6i hét nhin Luke rdi lai nhin t6i va nguoc lai. “Chau ndi gi co?”
“Becky muén chd it nhét murdi nm nira moi cudi,” Luke n6i. “Khong ding sao, Becky?”’

Mot khoang king chét ngudi. Toi ¢6 thé cam thiy mét minh dang nong dan kén.

“Um...” Toi hang giong va ¢b ging nd mdt ny cudi that binh than. “Dng... ding thé.”

“Thét sa0?” Suze ndi, nhin t6i chdm chiim, mit mo to. “Minh chura bao gio biét diéu do déy! Taisao?”

“Dé minh c6 thé... trm.. kham pha hét kha ning tiém an ctia minh,” t6i im bam, khong dam nhin vao mt me. “Va... dé biét con ngudi that ctia chinh
minh.”

“Pé biét con nguroi thit ctia chinh minh sa0?”” Gigng me 61 hoi rit Ién. “Lam sao con lai can dén murdi nam dé am viée d6? Me ¢6 thé cho con thfiy trong
vong muroi phat!”

“Nhung Bex ndy, mudi namnita cu s€ bao nhiéu tudi chir?” Suze ndi, chau may lai.

“Minh ciing khong nhét thiét phai can chinh xéc mudi ndm,” t6i n6i, cam thy hoi bdi rbi. “Cau biét ddy, c6 thé 1a. .. tamnam i di r6i.”
“Tam nam?”” Me t6i nhin nhur thé ba nudn khoc oa.

“Luke ndy,” Suze n6i, nhin ddy lo so. “Anh c6 biét viéc nay khong?”

“H6m trude bon anh ¢6 théo ludn vé chuyén nay,” Luke n6i voi mdt ny cudi rAt binh finh.

“Nhung em khong hiéu,” c6 khang khéing. “Thé con chuyén...”



“Dén It r61?” Luke ngay lap tirc chin ¢6 lai rét khéo. “Emnéi ding. Anh nghi rat ca chiing ra nén di rdi. Moi ngudi biét dAy, nam phut nita 1 dén hai
2o 1dL.”

“Nam phit nita sa0?”” Suze bdng nhur chét sitng ngudi. “That sao? Nhung em van chira siin sang! Bex oi, hoa ctia cau dau?”

“O.... trong phong cau, minh nghi viy. Minh dat ching & dau do...”

“U, di ly ngay di! Va b t& dau nhi? Oi chét tiét, t6 mudn mot diéu thube.”

“Suze, cdu khong thé hit thudc!” Toi hoang so n6i. “N6 s& hai dén...” T6i chan minh lai ding lic.

“Pén cai vay?” Luke goi y rat hop Iy.

“Diing. C6 dy c6 thé... Bmroi tan thudc 1én do.”

Pén It t6i tim thiy hoa ctia minh trong phong Suze, thoa lai son mbi, va di xudng cau thang lan nia thi chi con lai mbi Luke & tién sanh.

e a1 K

“BS me emda qua bén do ca rdi,” anh n6i. “Suze bao ching ta ciing nén qua bén do, con cd 4y s& di voi bd bang xe ngyra. Va anh da tim duoc cai do
khoac cho em,”” anh n6i thém, nhe nhang dwua cai 4o khoac long ctru cho t6i. “Me em ndi diing, em khong thé ctr di bd sang bén d6 nhur the kia.”

“OK,” t6i mién cudong dong y. “Nhung em s& coi nd ra khi vao dén nha tho.”

“Nhén tién day em c6 biét 1A céi vay ciia em dang bj rich bung ra & phia sau rng khong?”” anh n6i khi khoéc 40 1én ngudi toi.

“That sa0?”” T6i nhin anh bdi réi. “Tréng n6 ¢ t& khong anh?”

“Trong rét dep.” Miéng anh c6 nin ra mdt nu cudi. “Nhung ¢6 1§ em can mdt cai ghim bang sau khi cir hanh 1.

“Danny chét tiét!” Toi lic dau. “Em biét I& ra emnén chon Donna Karan ma.”

Khi t0i va Luke di qua san rai soi dén 16 di da duoc céing bat, khong khi thit tinh king, im éing va mt trdi chéi chang bét diu 16 ra. Tiéng chudng nha they
ngin vang nhu nho dan chi con la tiéng ngin nho, va khong c6 ai & quanh ngoai trir mot anh chang phuc vu ban chay qua chay lai. Nhitng nguoi khac at
han da vao hét bén trong,

“Xin 16i néu lic ndly anh d& cap dén modt chi d& nhay cam,” Luke ni khi ching t6i bat dau tién vé phia nha tho.

“Nhay cama?”” Toi nhuén may. “Oi, chuyén gi, a chuyén d6. Chuyén d6 thi c6 gi ma nhay cam!”

“Me emc6 vé hoi budn...”

“Me ema? Thue sy me em khong hé théiy phién dau. Thuec ra la... me em chi noi dua thoi!”

“Néi dua sao?”

“Ding thé!” T6i ndi, hoi wong nganh. “Chi i n6i dva.”

“Anh hiéu.” Luke cAm Ry tay t6i khi toi vap phai tim thim. “Thé em vin cuong quyét doi tam ndm nita r6i moi cudi 4.

“Chinh x4c.” Toi git dau. “ft nhét tim nim nira.”

Tir déng xa i ¢6 thé nghe thiy tiéng vo ngwa trén san soi, chéc hian do 1 tiéng xe ngwa ctia Suze dimg lai.

“Hay, anh biét khong, c6 & sau ndm” ti ndi thoai mai. “Hay... ndm nam, 6 1§ thé. Con phy thude nhidu thir.”

Mot khoéng im king khd 1A, chi bi phé v boi am thanh ém dju, ddy nhip diéu ciia tiéng budc chén ctia hai ching t0i trén duong. Mot bau khong khi rat
la dang I6n dan én gitra hai ching t6i, va t0i hoan toan khong dam nhin vao mat Luke. Toi héng giong va vuot mili, ¢o nghi ra mdt 10i nhdn xét nao do ve
thoi tiet.

Khi ching t6i dt chén dén cira nha tho, va Luke quay lai nhin t6i - bdng nhién vé ché nhao thurdng 16 trén khuodn mét anh bién nt.

“Nghiém tic nhé, Becky,” anh néi. “Cé thuc sy em mudn doi nim nam nita khong?”

“Em... emkhong biét,” t6i n6i, bdi rdi. “Con anh?”

C6 mdt khoang im king giira hai ching toi, va tim t6i bt dau dép thinh thich.

Oi Chtia oi. Oi Chiia oi. C6 I& anh 4y sép... C6 & anh Ay chuan bi...



“Al Phit dau dén rdi” Cha xir thét Ién & phia cong vom va ca Luke v6i toi giat nay ca minh. “Tét c4 xong xudi dé chuin bi budc di giira hai hang ghé rdi
ch?”

“Con, 0... nghii viy,” t6i n6i, nhan thiy Luke dang nhin minh chim chim. “Vang.”
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“Tbt rdi! Cac con nén vao phia trong nha thd!” cha sir ndi tiép v6i Luke. “Con khéng mudn bo 16 gidy phit nay dau!”

“Phai,” anh n6i, sau khi im king, “Phai, con khong mubn vay.”
Anh hén Ién vai t6i va budc vao trong ma khong n6i gi thém nita, con t6i nhin chiim cham phia sau anh, van hoan toan khong hiéu gi.
C6 phai ching t6i vira ni vé... C6 phai Luke thuc sy noi...

R&i tleng v6 ngwa vang 1én, va t6i tinh khoi con mdng, Toi quay lai nhin ¢d xe ngya ctia Suze dang di xuong con dudng cir nhur vira xuat hién tir trong
truyén ¢ tich vay. Voan che mit ctia ¢6 tung bay trong gi, ¢6 mim cudi rang r& voi vai nguoi dimg lai dé xem dam cu6i, va t6i chura bao gior thiy ¢o dy
dep hon thé.

Th thue t6i chira bao gior dinh khée. Thure tinh t6i da chudn bi sén ké hoach dé ngin minh kim vdy, bang cach doc ngugc bang chir cai bang giong kiéu
Phap. Nhung khi toi gitp Suze chinh cho thing lai dudi vay, t6i cam thiy mt minh dang wét nhém. Va khi tiéng nhac organ ngén Ién va chiing t6i bat dau
tir tir tién vao nha thdy dong chét nguoi, toi phai hit vao that sau ctr hai nhip mdt Iin theo tiéng dan organ. Suze dang bam chit canh tay bd c6 dy va dudi
vy ctia ¢d Ay quét dai trén nén nha bang d4 cii k. Toi di phia sau, ¢b ging khong lam cho got gidy cao got kéu loc coc, va hy vong khong ai nhan ra
vay cua toi dang rach bung ra.

Ching t6i tién dén phia trén - & d6 Tarquin dang chd, voi chang phi ré. Anh cao va giy gio xurong nhu moi khi, va khuon mit anh luon khién t6i nghi dén
loai chon ecmin, nhung toi phéi thi nhan ring anh nhin kha 4n tuong trong chiéc vay va tii da deo phia trude vay ctia nguoi Scotland. Anh dang nhin
Suze v6i tinh yéu trong sang va sy ngudng vong dén mirc t6i c6 thé cam thay miii minh dang sut sit trd lai. Anh quay thét nhanh, nhin vao nit 161, va mim
cudi ddy lo ling - va t6i ciing ngurrong ngling cudi lai v6i anh. Thu thire, t6i s& khong bao gior ¢6 thé nhin lai vao mit anh nmi khong thoi nghi vé didu ma
Caroline da ndi.

Cha si bét d4u bai dién van “Nhitng con chién yéu quy”” ctia ngai, va t6i cam thiy that d& chiu, sung suéng, Toi sép duoc thuéng thire timg tir timg chit
quen thude. Cr nhur thé dang xem phin m6 dau ctia mdt bd phim yéu thich mj trong d6 hai ngwdi ban than nhét cua t6i dang thi vai chinh.

“Susan, con c6 dong ¥ Ay nguoi dan 6 ong nay lam chdng hop phap cta minh khong?” Cha x(r c6 mdt cap long may rimrap va vi dai, ong ru6n may mdi
khi dat ra mdt cau hoi, cir nhur thé ong Ay so cu tra 1oi co thé khong, “Con s& yéu thirong, an i, tn trong va cho che anh 4 4y ca khi 6m dau 1an khi
khoe manh; va chi thity chung voi mdt minh anh 4y cho dén khi cai chét chia ia hai nguoi chir?”

Durng mot lic - 1di Suze néi, “Con dong y,” giong c6 rd rang nhur tiéng chubng vdy.
Toi wéc miy ¢ phit ddu ciing duoc néi gi d6. Ciing khong can phéi cai gi to tat ddu, chi cin n6i “Vang” hoac “Con hira.”

Khi dén doan Suze va Tarquin nim tay nhau, Suze dua cho t6i b6 hoa cua ¢d, va tdi cd co hdi quay lai va 1én nhin toan thé gido duong, Chd nay chat
ctmg nhu hii niit, thét ra khong c6 d chd cho tt ca moi ngudi ngdi xudng. C6 rat nhidu quy 6ng cao to vam v mic nhitng chiéc vay Scotland va nhimg
nguoi phy nit nic b vest nhung, va kia I Fenny voi nguyén mt dam dong nhiing c6 ban dén tir London cua con bé, tat ca déu doi mii ctia Philip
Treacy, c6 ve nhur thé. Va kia a me, dang ép sat vao nguoi bd, voi mt cai gidy thim vao hai niit. Me nhin én, trong thay t6i va t6i khd mim curdi -
nhung 16i ba lai nire ng.

Toi quay lai, Suze va Tarquin dang quy xudng, va cha sit trinh trong tuyén bd, “Nhiing nguoi ndy da dugc Chia gin két va khong ai ¢6 thé chia fia.”
T6i nhin Suze khi ¢ mim cudi rang 16 v6i Tarquin. C6 hoan toan chim dm trong anh. Gidr ddy ¢6 da thude vé anh. Va tht ngac nhién, t6i bdng cam
thay hoi trong trai trong long, Suze da cudi. Tat ca da thay doi.

Da mdt nam ké tir khi toi chuyen dén New York, va t0i yéu timg gidy phit ¢ do. Tat nhién t6i thiy the Nhung trong tiém thirc, t6i nhin ra ring, tur trong
sau tham toi, 161 ludn nghi réng néu moi chuyén khong tt dep, t6i ¢6 thé vé Pulham va trd lai cude sdng cil ciia t6i ciing v6i Suze.

Suze khong con can toi nita 1. CO da ¢ ngudi khac, ngudi ndy uon chiém vi tri sé mdt trong cude doi cd. Toi quan sat khi cha xir dit tay Ién dau Suze
va Tarquin dé ban phudc cho ho - va ¢b hong t6i hoi nghen lai khi t6i nhé lai nhitng e ching t6i bén nhau. Cai JAn t6i ndu mon cari khing khlép dé tibt
kiém tién va c6 da khong ngimg noi n6 ngon nhur thé nao ngay ca khi miéng c6 bong Ién. Cai 1n ¢6 ¢b quyén rii chil ngéin hang ciia t61 dé ong Ay gia han
thém khoan thAu chi cho t6i. Mdi lan toi tur dura minh vao rac r01, ¢0 ludn & bén toi.

Va bay gio tit ca moi chuyén da qua roi.

Bdng nhién t0i cam thity can duge trén an. Toi quay ki va nhanh chong ra sodt mdt ot khach moi, tim kiém khudn it ctia Luke. Mai mot lic lu ma
t61 khong thé tIm thay anh, va mic du van glfr ny cudi ty tin, t6i cam thay sy méng loan dén nyc cudi dang dang Ién trong long t6i, cir nhu mdt dura tré
vira nhan ra rang n6 da bi bd roi ¢ trudng; rang moi ngudi khac da duoc don vé trir nd.

Chi dén khi bdng nhién t6i nhin thiy anh. Bimg phia sau cai ¢t ¢ phia sau nha thd, cao va ram ndng va vitng chiic, anh mét anh chi tap trung vao nhin t6i.
Nhin t6i va khong ai khac. Toi cam thay binh tAm lai. Toi ciing da duoc don; the 1a 6n roi.



Ching t6i ra khoi nha the, tiéng chudng nha thd vang vong sau lung, va mot dam dong dang tu tap lai & phia ngoai duong dé chic mimg,
“Chiic mirng cau!” T6i khoc, 6m ]éy Suze that chat. “Va ca anh nita, Tarquin a!”

TQiVﬁnhlén cam thiy hoi ngai ngiing mot chit khi & canh Tarquin. Nhung bay gior t6i thiy anh bén canh Suze — curdi Suze - sur ngai nging kia nhur tan
bién.

“Em biét | hai ngudi s& rat hanh phiic,” t0i n6i chén thanh, va hon kén mé anh, va ca hai ching 0 déu cuoi Ion khi ai d6 tung hoa gidy vao ngudi ching
t01. Nhing nguoi khach da kéo nhau ra khoi nha tho cir nhu nhitng vién keo lan ra khoi cai hii keo vay. Noi chuyén va cuoi dua va hét Ién goi nhau bang
giong day hao himg. Ho vy quanh Suze vaTarquin, hon va 6m va bat tay, va t6i lii xa mdt teo, ban khoan khong hiéu Luke ¢ dau.

Ca san nha thor day ép ngudi, va 10 khong thé khong nhin chiim chéim vai nguoi ho hang ctia Suze. B ctia 6 dy dang di ra khoi nha tho rat chAm rii va
kicu rat quy tdc, tay cammot chiéc gy, va di theo sau la mjt chang trai tré trong b6 Ie phuc trong rat khuon phép. Mot c6 gai gy va xanh xao voi doi
miét to dang doi mdt caimil den to dimg, 6mmdt con chd puc [1] va hut thube hen tuc. Co ca mot ddi cac chang trai gan nhu giong hét nhau dang mic
vy Scotland dimg & cong nha tho, va t6i nthd ra Suze da ké cho t6i vé di ctia ¢6 Ay, ngudi da sinh sau ciu con trai rdi cudi ciing dé dugc hai ¢ con gii
sinh d6i.

[1] Cho pric 1 gidng chd Tin, mit ngin.

“Pay. Emmiic vao di.” Giong Luke bdng thi thim bén tai toi, va t6i ngoanh lai, nhin thiy anh cdm chiéc 40 khodc Iong ciru. “Chéc em dang chét cong.”
“Dimg lo. Em 6n ma!”

“Becky nay, trén mit dat c6 tuyét ri kia,” Luke ndi curong quyét, va che cai 4o 1én vai toi. “Dam cudi rit hay,” anh ndi tiép.

“Véng ” T6i chidm chi ngude 1én nhin anh, ban khoan khong biét liéu ¢6 may may co hdi nao quay lai chu d& ching t6i néi tru6e khi ctr hanh 1 khong,
Nhung gio day Luke dang nhin Suze va Tarquin chyp anh dudi goc ciy soi. Suze nhin thit rang r& nhung Tarquin nhin nhur thé anh dang d6i mét véi nong
sting vay.

“Anh 4y 3 mdt ching trai tot,” anh ndi, hit dAu vé phia Tarquin. “Hoi ky la nhung t6t bung.”

“Vang. Anh dy rit tot. Luke nay...”

“Anh chi ding mdt ly whisky nong chir?” mdt ngudi phuc vu cit ngang, tién dén voi mot céi khay. “Hay champagne a?”

“Whisky nong,” t6i n6i day biét on. “Cam on anh.” Téi udng vai ngum va nhim niit lai khi hoi 4m lan toa khép co thé. Gia mi né c6 thé lan téa xudng
ban chén t6i, tha thue, chan t6i dang lanh cong.

“Phir dau!” bong nhién Suze hét Ién. “Bex du roi? Bon t& dang can cdu dé chyp anh!”

Meit t6i mo to.

“Minh d4y,” ti hét Ién, tha cai 4o 16ng ciru ra khoi vai. “Luke, cAmhé d6 udng cho em...”

Toi nhanh chong dén chd d4m dong, nhip bon voi Suze va Tarquin. Va tht budn cuoi, nhung bay gior khi tit ¢ nhitng ngudi ndy dang nhin toi, t0i
khong cam thay lanh nia. Toi cu6i nu cudi rang rd nhat cta minh, va 6mbd hoa cua t6i thit dep, va ngodc tay vao tay Suze khi th anh bao ti lam vay,
VA, gitta cac 1an chyp thi vy tay v6i bo me t6i, hai ngudi vira c¢6 chen lan dé ra khoi ddm dong,

“Chiing ta s& nhanh chong quay tr6 lai nha,” ba Gearing n6i, tién dén hon Suze. “Moi ngudi dang bét dau lanh cong. Cac chéu c6 thé dimg vu chyp anh &
day.”

“OK.,” Suze n6i. “Nhung chup ndt vai kiéu chau va Bex da.”

“Hay déy!”” Tarquin ngay p tirc ndi, va nhe nhom tién lai n6i chuyén v6i b ciia anh, béc Ay gidng hét nhur Tarquin nhung g hon bon muroi tudi. Nhiép
anh gia chyp vai kicu t0i va Suze dang cu6i pho 1 vdi nhau, r6i dimng lai d€ nap lai méy anh. Suze nhan mot ly whisky néng tir tay nguoi phuc vu va ti
Ién it cho tay ra sau d€ xem vay minh bi rach dén dau roi.

“Bex ndy, nghe ddly,” mt giong noi tho thé vao tai toi. Toi quay lai, va Suze dang nhin t6i rdt chén thanh. C6 dimg gin dén mitc ti c6 thé nhin thiy timg
mieéng kim sa lap lanh trong nhii nt cta c6. “Minh can hdi cdu di€u ndy. Cau thue sy khong muodn doi dén murdi nim nita mdi cudi ding khdng?”

“U... khong,” t6i thit nhan. “Khong hiin thé.”
“Va cu c6 nghi Luke dung 1 ngudi minh mubn cudi khong? Hay... thanh thit di. Chi hai ching ta biét thoi.”
Im Eing mot lic Au. T6i nghe phia sau toi co ngudi ndi, “Tt nhién, nha ctia ching t6i kha hién dai. Toi nghi nd duoc xdy vao ndm 1853...”

“U,” cudi cling toi ciing 1én tiéng, cam thy hai mé t6i ngdy cang do hon. “U. Anh 4y diing i ngudi do.”



Suze nhin t6i nhu xuyén thiu mot e 1au - rdi dot ngdt dura ra mot quyét dinh. “Puge rdi!” ¢6 noi, dit ly whisky xudng. “Té némhoa cudéi”
“Céi gi?”” T6i nhin c6 chiim chim, khong hiéu gi ca. “Suze ndy, dimg ngde nghéch. Cau chira thé ném hoa cudi vao lic nay!”
“Duogc, 6 ¢6 thé! Té ¢6 thé némno khi ndo t6 thich.”

“Céu nén némnd khi nao cau chuén bj roi di trang mat!”’

“Té khong quan tim,” Suze ngoan ¢b ndi. “T6 khong thé doi lau hon nita. Té s& némn6 ngay by gio.”

“Nhung c4u phai némné vao cudi bia tiéc!”

“Aila co dau? Cau hay t6? Néu to doi dén cudi bira tiéc thi s& ching co gi thi vi! Ngay bay gio, hdly dimg ra phia kia.” C6 chi tay ra hi¢u cai bai co pha
day tuyét. “Va dit hoa ctia cau xudng. Cau s& khong thé bt duoc n6 néu cam cac thir khac. “Tarkie?” Co goi to. “Ems& némhoa cudi bay gio, OK?”

“OK!” Tarquin ho himg hét tra 10i. “°Y hay day!”

“Nhanh lén, Bex!”

“Thanh thyc ma n6i té chura mudn bit no!” Toi ndi, hoi git gong.

Nhung t6i nghii minh 1 ¢ phit dau duy nhét - vi thé t6i dat hoa xudng béi co, va di dén cai dam cé nhur duoe yéu cu.
“T6i mudn chyp kiéu anh ndy”, Suze néi véi nhiép anh gia. “Va Luke dau rdi?”

Diéu hoi la | khong ai khic ra d6 clng t0i. Moi nguoi khac déu tan ra. Bng nhién t0i nhén ra Tarquin va anh chang phit ré cia anh Ay dang di quanh thi
tham vao tai moi nguoi, va dan dan tat ca khach khira quay vé phia t6i voi khuén mat rang rd va cho doi.

“Sin sang chura Bex?” Suze hét lén.

“Ché dal” Toi gao kén. “Cau chua c6 dit ngudi mi! Phai ¢6 rat nhidu ngudi, tit ca cing dimg & day...”

Toi cam thiy kha ngde nghéch, ctr dimg day mot minh. Thiét tinh, Suze dang kim sai hét ca chuyén ndy roi. C6 4y chua timg di du d4m cudi ndo sao?
“Cho da, Suze!” T6i lai hét Ién, nhung da qua mudn.

“Bit ldy, Bex!” C hét lén. “Baait ly!”

B6 hoa bay that cao trong khong trung, va t6i phai hoi nhay én dé bt duoe nd. N6 to va ning hon rat nhidu so voi t6i tudng, va trong mot lic t6i van
nhin chidm chim stmg s6t vao no, nira thAm vui mimng nira thre sur buc tirc Suze.

ROi mit t6i dan vao. Va i ¢6 thé nhin thdy mdt cai phong bi nho nho d& Guri Becky.

Mot céi phong bi dé giri cho t6i trong bo hoa cudi ciia Suze sao?

T6i nghng 1én nhin Suze bbi rdi, va véi mdt khudn méit rang ngdi co khé gat dau vé phia chiéc phong bi.
Tay run run, i mo phong bi ra. Cé mdt céi gi phong phong & bén trong. N6 L.

N6 13 mdt cai nhn, duoc boc trong mdt miéng len. Toi By né ra, cam thiy choang vang. Cé mdt i nhéin trong phong bi, diroc viét bang nét chir ciia
Luke. Va no viét...

N6 viét Emsg...

T6i nhin n6 chiim chiim khong hiéu gi, ¢6 ging giit binh finh, nhung thé giéi dang lung linh, va méu trong ngudi ti dang bbc 1én dén tan dau.
Toi nglng 1én bdi rdi, va kia a Luke, dang budc ra tir dam dong, khuon mt anh nghiém nghi nhung nh méit that 4m ap.

“Becky...” anh cat tiéng, va ca san nha thd nhur nin king, “Em s&...”

“Vang! Vanggggegeee!” t6i nghe thiy tiéng 16i vui vé vang qua sn nha tho trurée khi t6i kip nhn ra minh vira méi mo miéng. Trong t6i tran ngdp cam
xuc, giong t6i thdm chi nghe cling khong giong t6i moi khi. Tham chi, giong t6i giong nhur...

Me t61.

Toi khong thé tin durgc.



Khi t6i quay ngoit ra nhin thi me t6i iy mot tay che miéng ddy lo so. “Xin 181! ba thi thAm, va mdt trang cudi lan toa khip dam dong,

“Béc Bloomwood, chau rat vinh hanh,” Luke n6i, mit anh nheo lai nhur dang cuoi. “Nhung chau tin bac da c6 chi.”

Réi anh lai nhin toi.

“Becky, néu anh phai chd néim niim nita thi anh vin cho. Hay tam - hay thm chi mudi.” Anh ngimg lai, va mot khoéng im ling tuyét dbi ngoai trir tiéng
2i6 thoi khe khe, tiéng hoa gidy bay khap san nha thd. “Nhung anh hy vong rang mdt ngay ndo d6 - anh mong 1a sém hon murdi nam- emsé€ cho anh

vinh hanh duogc cudi em lam vo chir?”

C6 hong t0i nghen lai, t6i khong noi durgc gi. Toi chi khe git dau, va Luke nam Ry tay t0i. Anh dudi cic ngdn tay tdi ra va bo cdi nhan ra. Tim t0i ddp
thinh thich. Luke mudn cudi t6i. Anh chic han da 1én ke hoach chuyén nay tir rat 1au r61. Ma khong hé néi diéu gi.

Toi nhin c4i nhén, va cam thy méit minh bt dau nhoa di. 6 | mdt cai nhn kim cuong c6, danh bang vang, véi nhing céi méu nho ti xiu udn kron. Toi
chua tirng nhin thayy cai ndo nhu thé. N6 that hoan hao.

“Anh deo cho em dugc chir?”

“Véng,” t6i thi thim, va nhin anh truot né vao ngén tay t6i. Anh lai nhin t6i, i it anh diu dang hon bao gior hét, rdi hon t6i, va moi nguoi bat dau d én.
T6i khong tin duoc. Toi da dinh hon.

Ban dang doc truyén Tin Do Shopping Ldy Chéng dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.

Chuwong 3

OK. BAY GIO, ¢6 & t6i da dinh hon nhung t6i s& khong dé chuyén nay kéo toi di xa dau.

Khong doi ndo.

Toi biét mot vai 0 gai s& phat dién en, 1én ké hoach cho dém cui I6n nhét hanh tinh va khong nghi vé bat cir viéc gi khac... Nhung t6i s& khong thé.
Toi s& khong dé chuyén ndy ché ngur cudc song cta to1. Y t6i la, hdly de ra nhimg thir wu tién cta chiing t6i ngay bay gio. Thir quan trong nhat khong
phai 1 vay cudi, hay doi giay, hay s& ding loai hoa ndo, diing khong? Ma d¢ 1a viée giao wdc suot doi voi nhau. D6 1 viée chirng minh long chung thity
voi nhau.

Toi dirng lai, dang bdi dé kem dudng 4m va nhin vao gwong trong phong ngi. “Toi, Becky,” t6i im bim mot céch long trong, “T6i, Rebecca. Nguyén
coianh Luke.”

Nhing 107 & gia ¢6 d6 chi im cho ta ron song lung, ding khong? “La... ... chong... ctia t0i. Di lie sung suéng, hay khi gidu ¢6. .. Toi dimg lai, nhiin
it vi khong hiéu gi. Nghe c6 vé khong ding lam. Nhung t6i ¢6 the hoc n6 tr6i chay khi dén gan lic d6. Van dé la, nhimg 10 thé nay moi la thir quan
trong, khong gi khic ca. Chiing t6i khong can lim gi hoanh trang qua mirc. Chi la mit tiéc cudi don gian, sang trong. Khong 6n ao, khong huyén ndo. Y
t6i 13, Romeo va Juliet dau can mdt bita tiéc cudi 1on véi hat hanh nhan tam duong va mén vol-au-vent, ding khong?

Thy ra, 6 & ching ti nén cudi bi mit, giéng nhur ho! Bong nhién tdi thAy thich tht voi hinh énh t6i va Luke quy trude méit mdt vi linh myc nguoi Y
trong dém t6i mit ming, ¢ mot thanh duong nh6 bang da nao do. Chiia oi, nhur the s& rat ling man. Va khi do theo kiéu gi do, Luke nghi t6i da chét, nén
anh tu tlr, r0i toi ciing the, va s& vo cting bi kich, va moi ngurdi s€ ndi chiing t61 1am the vi tinh yéu va ca the gidi s€ hoc tir tam guong ctia ching toi...
“Karaoke khong em?” Giong Luke & ngoai cira budng ngi da kéo t0i trd lai doi thue. “Véng, chéc hin d6 1 mot sy lwa chon rdi...”

Cénh clra mo ra va anh dua cho 16i mdt cc ca phé. Anh va t6i di ¢ nha bd me t6i ké tir dam cudi ctia Suze, va khi t6i rdi ban in séang thi anh im trong
tai cho bo me t6i vi ho tranh ci liéu viéc dat chan [én miit tréing c6 thue sy xay ra khong,

“Me emda tim dugc ngay c6 theé to chirc cudi 6, anh néi. “Emnghi sao vé ngay...”

“Luke!” Toi gio mdt tay lén dé chiin anh i “Luke ndy. Ching ta haly di timg bude mdt, durge chit?” Toi hién tir cui v6i anh. Y em i ching ta chi vira
moi dinh hon. Chiing ta hdly chi nghil dén chuyén d6 da. Khong can phai hap tap nghi dén viéc chon ngay cudi daua.”

T6i liéc nhin minh trong gwong, cam thiy minh khé trrong thanh va ty hao vé ban than. Lan duy nhét trong doi toi cam thiy minh khong bi qua phin
Kkhich.

“Emn6i duing,” Luke n6i sau khi im Bing mot lt. “Khong, emnéi ding, Thé thi ngiy me em goi v s& B gip gap khing khiép.”


http://ebookfull.net

“Thét sa0?” Toi tram tur uéng mdt ngum ca phé. “Vay... to md chitt thoi... khi ndo vay?”

“Ngay 22 thang Sau. Namnay.” Anh lic du. “Dién mat, that ddy. Chi con c vai thang nita thoi.”
“Dién that!” T6i ndi, mit tron tron. <Y em | ciing khong voi gi ding khong?”

Ngay 22 thang Sau. Thiét tinh! Me t6i nghii i thé khong biét?

Tuy nhién.... Toi nghi d4m cudi vao misa he theo Iy thuyét thi s& tuyét.

Thuce sy khong c6 gi ngan can chung t6i cudi namnay.

Va néu chiing t0i quyét dinh thing Séu, ti c6 thé bét dau di xem vay cudi ngay Bp tire. Toi c6 thé bat dau thir vrong mién. Toi ¢6 the bét dau doc tap
chi C6 dau duoc 161! Ding the!

“Tuy nhién,” t6i n6i r{it tu nhién, “Thyc su kh()qg ¢d ly do nao d8 tr hodn, dung khong anh? Y em, bay gio chung ta da quyét dinh, ndi cach khac,
chiing ta chi viéc... tién hanh thoi. Tai sao phai lan lira?”

“Em chiic khong? Becky, anh khong mudn kim em cam thiy bi ép budc...”

“Khong sao mi. Emkhé chic chin ddy. Cudi vao thang Sau dil” Toi noi ddy himg khoi. “Hom nay di ding ky uén di anh.”
Oi. Cai d6 dudng nhu budt ra khoi miéng toi.

“Hom nay 4?” Luke 1n6i, nhin hoi stmg sét. “Emdiia 42

“Tat nhién 1 khong!” Téi cudi hon nhién. “Em dang diia ma! Tuy nhién, anh biét ddy, ching ta c6 thé di va bat diu xem vai thir, thuan tiy dé tham khéo
thoi...”

“Becky ndy, hom nay anh ban rdi, em nhé chir?”” Anh liéc nhin dong hd deo tay. “Thuc ra, anh phéi chuén bi di rdi.”
“A vAng,” t6i ndi, ¢d ging t6 ra ddng cam “Vang, anh khong mubn bi mudn ding khong a?”

Luke s& danh ca ngay v6i me anh, Elinor, ba vira ghé qua London trén dudng dén Thuy S3. Nguyén vin l ba dy muon dén d6 dé choi véi méy nguoi
ban cfi va “tan hudng khdng khi trén mii.” Tat nhién ai cling biét ba ay thurc su phai di cang da mét dén Ian thir ti ti.

ROi chidu nay, b6 me t0i va t0i s& dén gip ho dé ubng tra ¢ Claridges. Moi nguoi déu kéu rang that 1 sy tring ip dy may min khi Elinor dén day, vi
the hai gia dinh c6 thé gap nhau. Nhung clr moi lan nghi vé viée nay, rudt gan t6i roi boi. Toi s€ khong e ngai néu do 1a bo me thure sy ctia Luke - b anh
ay va me ke, ho thuc surrﬁt dang yéu Va song & Devon. Nhung ho lai vira di Uc, noi em gai Luke wira chuyén dén, va co 1€ ho s€ khong vé cho dén tan
Kkhi ching 61 cudi. Vi thé nguodi duy nhat dai dién cho gia dinh bén Luke 13 Elinor.

Elinor Sherman. Me chong tirong lai ctia toi.

OK... thoi dimg nghi vé chuyén d6 nira.

“Luke ndy...” ti dirng lai, c6 ging tim tir phit hop. “Anh nghil viéc ndy s& thé nao? B me ching ta gip nhau lin du dy. Anh biét ddy - me anh... va me
em.. yem I3, ho khong hin giong nhau lam, dung khong?”’

“S& 6n thoi! Ho s& an y mdt cach tuyét voi thoi, anh chic chin ddy.” Anh thyc tinh chang hiéu t6i dang ni i

Toi bié'g viéc Luke yéu quy me anh dyla reflt tot. Toi biét cac cau con trai nén yéu quy me minh. Va toi biét anh hiém khi giip me khi con nho xiu, va anh
dang co bu dap lai khoang thoi gian d3 mat... nhung,.. Lamsao anh ay ¢ thé tan tuy véi Elinor nhur the chir?

Khi t6i di xubng cAu thang vao bép, me t6i dang don dep db an sang bing mot tay va tay kia dang cAm dién thoai di dong,

“Véng,” ba dang néi. “Biing rdi. Bloomwood, B-F-0-0-m-w-0-0-d. O Oxshott, Surrey. Va c6 s& fax c4i d6 qua nha t6i chir? Camon.”
“T6t.” Me t0i cét dién thoai di va hio himg n6i voi toi. “Pay li théng bao giri cho Nht béo ctia Surrey.”

“Mot thong béo khac sa0? Me ndy, me da giri bao nhiéu thong béo rdi?”

“Chi i con s6 theo chuén théng thurong ma!”” Me chong ché. “Times, Telegraphy Oxshott Herald, va Esher Gazette.”

“Va ca Surrey Post.”

“Ua. Vay I chi co... nam.”

“Nam thoi!”



“Becky, con chi két hon co mot lan trong doi thoi!” me t6i noL.
“Con biét. Nhung thi thue...”

“Nao, nghe ndy.” Mit me t6i hoi d6 Ién. “Con 1 con gai duy nhét ciia bd me, Becky a, v bd me s& khong xot mdt xu ndo dau. BS me mubn con c6
dam cudi trong mo ctia minh. Du d6 14 vi€e thong béo, hay 1a hoa cudi, hay la mdt con ngua va ¢d xe ngua nhu Suze... bd me muon con ¢ nd.”

“Me 4, con da mudn ndi voi bd me vé chuyén do,” toi ngwong nghiu ni. “Luke va con s& dong gop vao chi phi...”

“Vé van!” Me t6i n6i dirt khoat. “B6 me s& khong nghe vé chuyén d6 nita.”

“Nhung...”

“Chiing ta luon luén hy vong mot ngiy ndo d6 c¢6 thé chi tra cho mot dam cudi. Ching ta da dé danh tién chi dé danh cho dip ndy tir nhidu nim nay rdi.”

“That sa0?” T6i nhin me chdm chim, b5ng nhién cam théy xtc dong tran tré. B6 va me da dé danh tién sudt bao nhiéu nim, va ho chura bao gio ndi mdt
161. “Con... con khong hé biet gi.”

“U. Pung thé. B6 me da khong dinh n6i vdi con, ding khong nao? Nao!”” Me t6i nhanh chong quay lai cong viée. “Thé Luke da néi véi con ching ta da
chon dugc ngay chua? Con biét day, viéc ny khong phai d&! Moi noi déu da duoc dat trude. Nhung me da n6i chuyén véi Peter ¢ nha tho, vira ¢6 mot
dam chd ong 4y phai hity, va 6ng 4y c6 thé xép cho chiing ra vao Iic 3h chiéu hom thir Bay d6. Néu khong 1 phai chdr dén tan thang Mudi mot.”

“Thang Mudi mdt sao?” Toi xi mét ra. “Nghe khong c6 vé gi 1a dip dé cudi ca.”

“Chinh xac! Vi thé me da n6i voi dng Ay ctr danh ddu vao ngiy do. Me ciing da viét vao lich nay, nhin di.”

Toi liée mt nhin c4i lich trén ti lanh, trén d6 cir mdi thang lai c6 mdt cong thirc str dung Nescafé khéc nhau. Va thét tinh, ia kia, ¢ théng Séu c6 cum ti
“DAM CUOI CUA BECKY” viét bang bit da.

To6i nhin chiim chi, cam thiy hoi la. Toi sép Ky chdng, D6 1 diéu ma t6i uon thim nghi au nay - va by gid n6 thue sy dang dién ra.

“Me ciing 6 vai y tudng véwu dung rap vai bat,” me noi tiép. “Me nhin théy modt cai soc ké rit dep dau do trong mot cudn tap chi, va me nghi, ‘Minh
phai cho Becky xem céi nay...” ”

B vi tay ra déng sau va 16i mot chong tap chi bong lodng lén. €6 dau. C6 dau hign dai. Hon nhan va gia dinh. Tat ca déu bong nhoang, hip dan va moi
201, cir nhu mot dia banh ran néng hoi vay.

“Troil” T6i n6i, ¢b khong cho minh nhao ra vo Ay mdt t& mot cach thém mudn. “Con chura timg doc bt ky ci ndo lién quan dén chuyén cudi xin ca.
"7

Con tham chi khong biét trong ching ra m sao!

“Me cling vay,” me 61 n6i ngay lp tire, trong khi 1t qua mot cuon Hon nhan va Gia dinh Imt cach chuyén nghiép. “Khong hin 1 6n im. Me ciiing chi
liéc qua dé xem c6 y twong ndo doc dao khdng, Y me i, miy cudn nay chii yéu quang céo..

Toi do dur, ngdn tay toi 6t qua bia cudn Ban va dam cu6i cia ban. Toi khé ¢6 thé tin duge bay gidr minh thire su duoc phép doc nhing thir nay. Cong
khai! Toi khong phai kén it di dén sap bao va kén It t6i 16i xem, ctr nhur thé t6i vira dit mdt cai banh quy vao miéng va sudt thdi gian d6 ban khoin licu
c6 ai trong thay khong,

Théi quen d6 da an su dén mirc t6i gan nhu khong thé bo duoc, mic dii bay i trén ngdn tay t6i da co chiée nhén dinh hon.

“Con nghi liéc qua ciing dugc,” t6i ndi mdt cach tur nhién. “Me biét ddy, chi la xem nhimg thong tin co ban... chi dé biét ¢6 thir g trén thi truong,..”

Oi, quy tha ma bit! Me tham chi khong them nghe, thoi thé ciing duoc, t0i c6 thé thoi trd gia vo minh s& khong doc nghu nghién toan bd dii chi mbt cudn
trong s tap chi nay. Thit sung sudng, t0i ngdi xuong ghé tra va voi tay By mot cudn C6 dau, va muroi phit tiép theo ca hai ching t6i hoan toan im king,
ngAu nghién miy birc anh.

“Déy déy!” me t6i bdng Ién tiéng. Me xoay cudn tap chi lai cho t6i nhin mdt birc anh chup mot c4i bat I6n, gip thanh song to, ké tring va bac. “Cai ndy
mi khong dep 42”

“Rét dep.” Toi thich thi1 liéc xudng chd birc anh méy cai vay danh cho phit du, va hoa ¢ du... va rdi mit tdi moi nhin vao phén in ngiy ra béo.
“Me!” Toi hét Ién. “Cai nay tir nam ngoai 101! Lam sao me lai xem tap chi cudi cia nam ngodi duoc chir!”

“Me khong biét!” me n6i c6 vé khong dang tin im “Chéc hin me nhit né & phong cho ciia bac si hay dai loai thé. Sao ciing dwoc. Con da ¢ ¥ tudng gi
chua?”

“Um... con khéng biét,” t6i mo hd ni. “Con nghi con chi mubn céi gi 6 don gian thoi.”



Hinh 4nh t6i trong mdt chiéc vy mau tréing that I6n va mot cai virong mién lip Iinh chot nay ra trong dau ti. Budc ra tir mdt chiéc xe ngwa & thanh
duong St. Paul... va mt chang hoang tir dep trai dang cho toi... dam dong ho hét...

OK, dimng ngay. Toi s& khong dé chuyén nay di qua xa. Toi da quyét dinh thé rdi.

I3
Al

“Meg dong y,” me t6i n6i. “Con mudn mot thir sang trong va thi vi. Oi, nhin nity, nhitng qué nho dwoc boc bang 1 ving. Chiing ta ¢6 thé Bm nhur thé!
Me t6i Iat trang tap chi. “Nhin ndy, mdt doi phi dau sinh d6i! Nhin c6 dang yéu khdng nay? Con cé biét ai cd chi em sinh doi khong, con yéu?”

“Khong a,” t6i n6i ddy hdi ticc. “Chéc I khong, 0, me c6 thé mua mdt cai dong hd démngwoe ddc bigt danh cho dam cudil Va mdt cudn so sip xEp
viéc cho dam cudi di kém mdt cuon nhét ky c6 dau d€ ghi nhitng ki niém dac biét. Me c6 nghi con nén mua mdt trong nhiing thir nay khong?”’

“Chéc chin thé r01,” me noL. “Néu con khong mua thi con s& chi wdc 1 con da lam thé thoi.” Ba diit cudn tap chi cua minh xubng, “Con biét khong,
Becky, c6 mit diéu me mudn ndi vi con 1, dung lam viéc nay mdt cach so sai. Hay nho rang con chi cudi mot lan...”

“Xin chao!” Ca hai ching t6i nging 1én khi ¢6 tiéng 0 ctra sau nha. “Toi day ma!” boi mét sang ryc ctia Janice nhin qua ctra kinh, va c6 4y dang khe )
khe vay tay. Janice 1 hang xom sat vach ctia ching ti va t6i da bict ¢6 lau lim roi. Co dang mic mot cai 40 so'mi hoa that eo mau xanh lam, danh phan
it rat hop tong, va kep mot tap tai li€u dudi nach.

“Janice!” me t6i hét én. “Vao choi udng mot tach ca phé nao!”

“Véng,” Janice noi. “Tdi ciing mang theo chai Canderel [1] day.” C6 di vao va 6m Ry toi. “Va déy i ¢6 gai diic biét clia ching ta! Becky chau yéu, chiic
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nurng chau!
[1] Canderel A mdt loai mrdc tao ngot cho db udng
“Camon cd,” t6i noi, voi mot nu cudi kha bén Bn.

“Hay nhin c4i nhan kia!”

“Hai carat,” me t6i noi ngay. “Dd ¢d. P6 11 dd gia truyén.”

“D0 gia truyén sa0?” Janice cao giong nhur hyt hoi. “Oi, Becky!” ¢6 cAm mot cubn C6 dau hign dai lén va khe thr dai budn ba. “Nhung chéu dinh t6
chirc dam cudi va song & New York sao?”

“Becky khong can phai lo Eing vé bat cir diéu gl,” me t6i qua quyét. “Toi c6 thé chun bi moi thir. D6 1a phong tuc 16i.”
“Um, chéu biét tim ¢6 & dau néu cin duroc giip bt ctr viée g, Janice ndi. “Chéu da dinh ngity cudi chura?”
“Ngay 22 thang Sau,” me toi hét Ién at tiéng méy xay ca phé. “Ba gids chiéu & St. Marys!”

“Ba gio chiéu!” Janice n6i. “Tuyét qua!” Co dit cubn tap chi xubng va bong nhién nhin t6i rit chan tinh. “Nay, Becky, ¢6 diéu ndy c6 mubn néi. Vi ca
hai nguoi.”

“Véy sa0?” T6i ndi, hoi lo ing, va me toi dt binh dyung ca phé xudng,

Janice hit sau. “S& I vinh hanh rat Ion cho ¢6 néu chéu dé c6 trang diém c6 dau cho chéu. Chau va toan bd céc phit dau.”

“Janice!” me toi reo Ién vui swéng, “Co thét 1 chu dao! Hay nghi vé dé nghi d6, Becky. Trang diém chuyén nghi¢p!”

“U... tuyét qua!”

“C6 da hoc duoc rat nhiu tu khoa hoc, tAt ca cac manh cta viée nay. ’Cé ‘c() mit bo anh déy dama chdu c6 thé xem qua dé chon Rhong cach ctia minh.
Thyc ra ¢6 ¢6 mang theo day, xemnay!” Janice mo tap tai liéu ra va bat dau it nhanh anh chyp cac phu nit nhin nhu thé ho trang diém theo phong cach
cua thip nién 70 vdy. “Déy la phong cach NIt hoang da hoi, ding cho nhing c6 gdi tré,” ¢6 ni nhu hut hoi “A, day rdi ching ta ¢6 C6 dau mia xuin
rang ngdi, voi mascara chng nuée. Hay Cleopatra, néu chéau mudn mot cai gi d6 kich tinh hon?”

“Tuyét qua!l” Toi yéu &t noi. “C6 1& dén gin lic d6 chéu s& xem.”

C6 dén mdt triéu nam nita thi toi ciing khong cho Janice lai gan mit toi.

“Va chi s& dat Wendy lam banh cu¢i chir?” Janice hoi me t6i khi me dét cbeca phé trude miat cd.

“0, chidc chén 1oL, me 01 noi. “Wendy Prince, song ¢ dai 19 Maybury,” me ndi thém cho t0i biét. “Con nhé khong nhi, ¢6 Ay da im cai banh hom bo
nghi huu voi cai may xén co trén do ay. Co ay c6 theé lammay viéc do dé nhu tr¢ ban tay!”

Téi van nh¢ cai banh do. Phén kem phi trén banh mau xanh 14 cdy va cai miy xén co duoc lim bang mit hop diém duoc t6 mau. Ban c6 thé nhin thiy
nguyén vét bit chi mau Swan tir cai mau xanh Ia cay do.



“Me biét diy, c6 miy cai banh cudi rat tuyét & dy nay,” toi ndi, ngap ngimg dua mot cudn tap chi C6 dau ra. “Co mdt chd rit dic biét & London Bm.
C6 Ié chiing ta nén dén d6 xem thir.”

“Oi, nhung con yéu a, ching ta phai nho Wendy!”” me t6i ngac nhién noi. “C6 a 4y s& chét mét néu ching ta khong am thé. Con biét ddy, chdng co Ay vira
bi dot quy. May bong hoa hdng bang dudng do 1 thir gitip c6 Ay tiép tuc song ddy.”

“A, vang ” Toi ndi, dait cudn tap chi xudng mot cach ddy an nin. “Con khong biét. Unn... thoi duroc rdi a. Con chiic 1 n6 s& rat déng yéu.”

“Nha ¢6 da rat hai long véi banh cudi ctia Tom va Lucy.” Janice thé dai. “Nha ¢6 da gt lai tang trén cing ctia banh cho & rira 0 dau tién. Chau biét
khong, bay git hai dira cting dang 6 ctng ¢6 ddy. Ching s€ dén dé chic mimg chau, ¢6 chac chan thé. Chau ¢6 tin duge ching n6 cu6i nhau duge mot
nam rudi roi khong?”’

“Vay 42 Me t6i ubng mot ngum ca phé va kh& mim cuoi. “Pam cudi cia Tomva Lucy van con 1 mdt ndi dau kha kha dbi véi gia dinh ching toi. Y t6i
13, ching t6i yéu quy ¢d Janice va chi Martin lam lam vi vy ching t6i khong bao gio ndi gi ca, nhung thanh thuc ma n6i, khong ai trong gia dinh t6i thich
Lucy ca.”

“C6 bt cir dau hiéu ndo vé viéc...” me t6i bt dau dimg cach n6i kha mo hd va c6 phan hoa my. “Bét dau mdt gia dinh nho,” me t6i ndi nho thém.

“Van chua.” Janice kh& cuoi “Martin va t01 nghi ¢6 I& ching mu6n tin huong tu do trede da. Ching nd ding i mdt doi tré hanh phiic. Ching n6 mé
nhau nhu dicu d6! Va tat nhién, Lucy con c6 sy nghiép cta nd...”

“T6i ciing nghi thé,” me t6i ndi ra chiéu rat thiu hiéu. “Du nhur vay ciing khong cn doi qua lau. ..

“Um, t6i hiéu,” Janice ddng tinh. Ca hai nguoi ho quay ra nhin toi - va dot nhién t6i nhan ra ho dang suy tinh cai gi.

Vi Chia, t6i mdi chi dinh hén mdt ngay! Hay cho t6i co hdi di!

Toi ]ép ra ngoai vuron va lang thang mot chit, nhm nhi ca phé. Tuyét bt dAu tan 6 ngoai san, va ta ¢6 thé thiy nhimg thim c6 xanh muot va méy bui
hoa hong, T6i thong tha bude trén cai sﬁq rai s61, nhin thay minh dang nghi that tuyét khi lai & trong mdt khu viron ki€u Anh, méic du hoi lanh mdt teo.
Manhattan lam gi ¢6 ci vrdn nao nhu the nay. C6 Cong vién Trung tim, va ¢6 mot khoanh trong hoa kha nh6 va hoi ky ky. Nhung n6 khong c6 céi
vuon ndo kieu Anh chinh thong ca, voi nhiing thdm cd va cay coi va nhitng luong hoa.

Toi dén chd réing hdng va ngoénh lai dé nhin ngdi nhé, hinh dung xem cdi rap bat s& thé nio trén tham co, thi bong nhién c6 tiéng ndi chuyén tir khu vuon
nha bén canh. Toi dang ban khodn liéu d6 ¢6 phai la cha Martin khong, va dang dinh ng6 dau qua hang rao néi “Chao chi!” thi co mot giong con gai
vong ra rat rd tir cho dong tuyét, néi rang, “Hoan toan lanh I€o! Bdi vi néu anh hoéi em...”

D6 a Lucy. Va ¢b ta c6 vé dang ndi con tam banh! Co mit giong néi lim bam dap lai, chéc chi co thé a Tom

“Va anh ding i chuyén gia chét tiét dung khong?”

LAmbim Bmbim

“Thoi, dé cho toi yén!”

Toi kén tién sat vé phia hing rao, khao khat mudn nghe xem ca hai phia ndi gi.

“U, duge 16i, ¢6 18 ching ta can biét thé nao 1 cude sdng, ¢6 & thinh thoang anh nén thuc sur sép xép mot cai gi do, ¢6 1§ ching ta khong nén niic ket
trong cai dong hon don dang ghét nay...”

Lucy quat thao am am. Va bay gioy Tom ciing hét Ién chdng tra.

“Chiing ta di ra ngodi dé... tat ca nhimg gi em lm i than van... emnd hyc that ddy...”
Ric!

Chét tiét. Chét tiét. Toi vira m6i gidm lén mot canh cy con.

Ngay Bp tie t6i dinh bo chay. Nhung da qua mudn, ca hai bon ho da thd dAu qua hang rao, méit Tom do bing bimg va dau khd, con Lucy thi gian ding
ding,

“0, xin chao!” Toi ndi, ¢ t6 ra thoai mai. “Hai ngudi khde cha? Toi chi. .. tm.. dang di dao mdt chiit... va danh roi... cai khén mii soa...”
“Khin miii soa 4?” Lucy nhin xuéng dudi dat day hoai nghi. “Toi khong thiy cai khéin mii soa ndo ca.”
“Vang... trm... Vdy... cudc song hon nhan thé ndo a?”

“THt dep”, Lucy ndi coc 16¢. “A nhan tién, chic nmung c0.”



“Camoncd.”

C6 mdt khoéng ing vung V&, va t6i nhén ra mit minh dang do xét b cénh ctia Lucy, bét dau tir ¢di 4o (40 Polo miu den, ¢6 & ctia M&S), quan (Earl
Jeans, kha duoc, thyc syr), va d6i bot (cao got, cd day budc, hiéu Russell & Bromiey).

Pay 1a viéc tir trude denglotowan]am, kiém tra quanao ctia moi ngudi va liét ké dd trén nguroi ho nhur tap chi thoi trang van lam 'Toi da nghi minh la
ngudi duy nhét im viée ndy. Nhung rdi khi toi chuyen dén New York thi & do, moi nguoi déu lam thé. No6i mdt cach nghiém t, tAt c4 moi nguoi. Lan
dau tién ban gip ai d6, dit d6 B mdt quy ba & tang I6p trén hay mdt nguoi gac cira, ho déu nhin he6t thar nhanh tir ddu dén chan ban khoang 3 gidy. Ban
¢6 thé thdy ho dang tinh gia toan bd trang phuc ctia ban dén timg dong do la trrde khi chiao. Toi goi d6 1 Thim dinh kiéu Manhattan.

“Vay New York thé nao?”

“Rét tuyét! Thuc su soi dong... Toi yéu cong viée ciia minh... d6 1 mdt noi tuyét voi dé séng!”

“Anh chura tirmg dén d6,” Tom budn ba n6i. “Anh da mudn dén d6 dé nghi tuin tring mat.”

“Tom, dirng cd ndi lai chuyén d6,” Lucy ndi ngay lap tic. “Puoc char?”’

“C6 I8 anh nén dén tham,” Tom néi. “Anh c6 thé dén vao dip cudi tuan.”

“Um... vang! C4 thé! Ca hai ngudi c6 thé cimg dén...” Giong t6i yeu dan khi Lucy tron mit va ramramdi vé nha. “Du sao thi rat vui dugc gip hai nguoi
va emnurng la cude song hon nhan déu sudn sé... trm.. sudn s¢, du sao ciing the.”

T6i voi di vao bép, mudn ké cho me nhing gi toi nghe thay dén chét di duoc, nhung bép trong khong,
“Me oi, me!” Toi goi. “Con vira mdi gip Tom va Lucy!”

T6i voi va Ién Au, va me t6i dang tréo xudng mot cai thang tir gac xép, kéo xudng mdt cai boc to miu tréing diroc i kin trong tii nhura. “Céi gi ddy
me?” 61 hoi, gitip ba tréo xuong,

“Dlmg ndi gl ca,” ba dép, véi sy phén khich don nén. “Chi 13...” Ban tay ba run iy bay khi m khoa cai tii nhira d6. “Ci.... nhin thoi!”

“P6 a vay cudi ctia me!” Toi stmg s6t ndi khi ba kéo céi dai ding ten bong bénh ra. “Con khong nghii me van giit n6!”

“Tét nhién me van giir!” Ba rit miy tO gidy an. “Ba muroi ndm roi, nhung van tot nhur d6 méi. Nao, Becky, me chi nghi...”

“Nghi gi a?” Toi noi, gitip ba kéo dudi vy ra.

“C6 I& n6 khong vira véi con...”

Cham cham t6i nging 1én nhin ba. Me t6i n6i nghiém tic.

“Thye sw, con khong nghi né vira,” t0i ndi, ¢b giing to ra that tur nhién. “Con chéic ngaty xwa me giy hon con! Va... thap hon nita.”

“Nhung by gioy ching ta cao bang nhau!” me t0i bbi rdi néi. “Théi ndo, thir n6 di Becky!”

Nam phit sau t6i nhin minh chim cham trong guong ¢ phong ngu ctia me ti. Trong t6i nhur mdt cudn xtic xich goi ghém ruomra. Cai do 16t chit cimg
va nhiéu déng ten, hai tay vay dugc xép nép va céi ¢ ciing duge xép nép. N6 6m sat ngudi xudng dén tan hong toi, chd nay con nhidu béo hon nita, va
10i n6 xde rdng ra thanh nhidu ting & phia dudi.

Toi chua tirng nic thir g ruom ra nhur cai ndy trong sudt cude doi minh.

“Oi, Becky!” Toi nging Ién - va thit déng so, me t6i dang khoc. “Me that qua nge nghéch!” ba ndi, cudi 1on va dui dui nit. “Dng 1... con gai nhd clia
e, trong chiéc vay me da tirng néc...”

“Oi me...” Ngay lap tirc t6i 6m cham Ay me. “N6. .. b mdt chiéc vay thuc sy rit dang yéu...”

Toi con biét ndi thém gi nita. Nhung minh s& khong niic né dau, ding khong?

“Va n6 vira ngudi con nhu in,” me t6i nghen ngao, va tim gidy an.

“Nhung quyén quyét dinh 1 & con.” Ba xi miii. “Néu con nghi nd khong hop... hiy cir ndi ra. Me s& khong budn dau.”
“Con... m...”

Oi Chua oi.

“Con sé... nghi v¢ vi€c ndy,” cudi cling toi cling Ién tieng, va kh& mim cudi véi me.



Chiing t6i cho cai vay cudi vao tli, an vai cai banh kep cho bita trua, va xem mit plﬁn cti ctia b Changing Rooms trén kénh truyén hinh cap bd me t6i
vira mdi lap dat. Va roi, mic du van hoi sém, 61 di kén cau thang va bét dau mic quén o san sang d¢ di gap Elinor. Me cta Luke la mit trong nhing
nguoi phy nit Manhattan ludn luon nhin khong hé ¢6 chitt ti vét ndo, va hdm nay chir khong phai hdm nao khac, t6i muon dong diéu véi phong cach lich
lAm ctia ba ta.

Toi méc bd vest DKNY t6i da tyr mua cho minh vao dip Giang sinh, mot doi tAt b moi tinh, va di d6i gidy m6i hiéu Prada mua trong dot giam gia hang
méu vira roi. Sau do t0i ra soat lai ngoai hinh ctia minh that k§ luedng, nhin xem co chd ndo bi dinh ban hay bi nhin nhim khong. Lan nay toi s& khong dé
bi tom dau. Toi s& khong dé co soi chi Iong thong hay vét nhau ndo ma cai doi mit sang chéi, soi nhur tia X-quang ctia ba ta c6 thé nhin xuyén thiu.

Toi vira ¢6 vé quyét dinh nhu minh nhin cling OK 10i thi me bat thinh finh di vao phong ngii ciia t0i. Ba miic thit fich im trong mdt b vest mau tim hiéu
Windsmoor va khuon mét ba anh én ni€m vui suéng,

“Trong me thé n30?” ba ndi va kh& cudi. “Co di lich im dé dén Claridges [2] khong?”

[2] Claridges 1a khach san sang trong & trung tam thi d6

“Nhin me tuyét lim, me a! Mau do thuc su hop véime déiy. Pé con xem chut xiu...”

T6i v6i tay lay gidy an, lim 4mné bang voi nudc may, va lau hai mé ma ba vira bt churde kiéu danh mé hong ciia ¢ Janice.

“Roi. Hoan héo.”

“Camon con yéu!” Me toi ngim minh trong cai gwong & tii quan 0. “Um, nhur thé nay dep roi. Cubi cling ciing gip me ctia Luke.”

“Um” t6i lang di.

“Me hy vong me va ba 4y c6 thé tr6 thanh nhiing ngudi ban kh:iqtc‘)t! Nhur viée cting nhau chuénl bi cho ddmcudi.. Con biét ddy, c6 Margot & bén
duong bén kia da trd thanh ban tot voi ba thong gia bén chang ré, ho da cung nhau di nghi. C6 ay bao c¢6 ay khong mat di mdt dira con gai ma tham chi
con dugce thém mdt ngudi ban!”

Nghe me ti n6i ¢6 vé rét héo hire. Lam sao t6i c6 thé chuén bi tim I cho ba biét sy tht day?

“Chéc han Elinor phai dang mén im! Cai cach Luke miéu ta ba 4y cho thdy didu d6. N6 c6 vé rat yéu ba dy!”

“Vang,” toi mién cudng thi nhan. “Yéu khing khiép.”

“Séng nay né ké v6i bd me vé cong vide tir thién tuyét voi ma ba Ay dang lam Ba Ay chéc hin phai c6 mdt tréi tim vang!”

Khi me t6i dang thao thao bét tuyét thi tg‘)i sao nhang va chi nhd dén cudc trd chuyén voi me ké cta nge, Annabel. Ba fiy Kkhéc hin véi Elinor, nh:g nhang
va it noi hon nhiéu, nhung nu cuoi dé men lam séng bimg ca khu6n mit ctia ba. Ba va bo cua Luke song 6 mot ving yén tinh & Devon, gan béi bién, va
t01 thuc sy ude chiing t6i co tl}é déqh nhiéu thoi gian hon cho ho. Nhung Luke dixa khoinha tir khi 18 tudi, va anh hau nhu 'kh(ﬂ)ng trd lai bao gio. Thuc
ra, t6i co cam gidc anh nghi bo anh ay da hoi phi pham doi minh khi lam mdt ludt su dia phuong, thay vi viée thong finh ca the gidi.

Khi ho dén New York, Annabel va t6i cudi cling ciing cd mdt budi chiéu chi ¢6 hai ngudi. Ching t6i di dao & Cong vién Trung tim va ndi vé ti thr
chuyén, va duong nhur chiing c6 chuyén gi la du ca. Vivdy cudi cung t6i ciing hit tho that sau va héi ba vé dieu ma t61 hang nuon héi - d6 1a lam cach
nao ma ba cd thé chiu dung dugc cai viée Luke lic nao ciing bi hoa mit boi Elinor. Y t6i 14, Elinor ¢6 thé 1a me d¢é ctia Luke, nhung Annabel moi 1
nguoi lic nao cling & bén anh ay. Ba 1a nguroi da chiim séc cho anh khi anh bi 6m, giip anh [am bai tdp vé nha va nau bita t6i cho anh hang ngay. Va gio
day ba dang bi gat ra ngoai ria.

Bdng nhién t6i 6 thé nhin thiy ndi dau trén khuon méit Annabel. Nhung rdi ba chi mim cudi va noi ba hoan toan hiu diéu d6. DS  vi ngay tir khi con
bé ti xiu, Luke da luon khao khat duoc bict me dé ctia minh, va bay gio khi cé dicu kién danh thoi gian bén ba, Luke nén dugce phép tan hudng nd.

“Hay thir twong twong khi ba me nhén tir cua con xuét hién,” ba noi. “Liéu con c6 choang ngop khong? Liéu con c6 quén hét nhig nguoi khéc mot thoi
gian khong? N6 can ¢ thoi gian voi ba dy.”

“Ba ta khong phai mbt ba me nhan tir!” Toi véc lai. “Ba ta la mot my phu thiy gia doc ac!”

“Becky, ba 4y 1 me dé ctia nd,” Annabel ndi, voi 10 & hét strc nhd nhin. RSi ba chuyén chu dé. Ba khong mudn bi lam phién boi Elinor hay bt cir diéu
g

Annabel la mdt vi thanh.

“Thét la dang tiéc khiho khong co6 co h61 gap nhau khi Luke dang day thi!” Me t6i noi. “That la mit cgiu chuyén budn.” Me‘t()i ha giong, mic du Luke da
ra khoinha. “Moi chi sang nay Luke k& voi me 1a me n6 dé khao khat dugc dua n6 cing sang My bict bao. Nhung ong chong mdi ngudi My cua ba ta
khong cho phép! Nguoi dan ba tdi nghi€p. Chac han ba ay dau kho lam. B con 6 lai co ma!”

‘Um, dung vay, cd & thé,” t6i ndi, cam théy hoi ph?m nd. “Ngoai trir viéc... ba éiy khong phai rdi di, ding khong a? Néuba ?iy thue su dau khd nhiéu



nhu vay thi sao ba 4y khong néi ong chdng méi xéo di?”

Me t6i ngac nhién nhin t6i. “Nhur vy thét tn nhan, Becky a.”

“Oi... con ciiing nghi vay.” Toi kh& nhiin vai va véi tay By c4i ké vién moi.

T6i khong mudn im xdo trén moi thir 1én trude khi ching t6i bit dau. Vi thé t6i s& khong ndi t6i thire sw nghi gi, rang Elinor khong bao io t0 ra thich thi
v6i Luke cho dén khi cong ty PR ctia anh bat d4u an nén Amra & New York. Luke d4 luon khao khét duoc giy an twong voi ba dy - thye ra, dolaly
do thyc sy ngay tir dau anh ,1’1’11011 mo rong cong ty sang New York, duanh s€ khong chiu thir nhan. Nhung ba ta hoan toan tang 16 anh, ba ta Vaq 1a con
bo cai nhu thdng 1€, cho dén khi anh bét dau gianh duoc mot vai hop dong lon va duoc nhéc dén trén cac bao, va ba dy bong nhén ra anh ¢6 thé mang
lai loi ich cho minh. Ngay trude Giang sinh, ba ta bat dau cong viée tir thién cua riéng minh - Quy Elinor Sherman - va phong Luke lam giam doc. Roiba
ra to chirc mjt dém hoa nhac dé khai truong né - va doan xemai da danh t6i 25 gio mot ngay dé giip ba ta t6 chirc, dén mirc anh gan nhu kiét que,
Giang sinh tan thanh miy khéi ludn day?

Nhung t6i khong thé n6i véi anh bit cir diéu gi vé viée nay. Cir khi ndo t0i goi t6i chit dé nay thi Luke lai chong ché va ndi toi ludn luon ¢ vén dé voi me
anh (di€u nay dai loai ciing ding) va ba da phai hy sinh vo s6 thoi gian ctia minh dé giip do nhitng ngudi can gitip do the thi t6i con muon céi quai gi nira?

Vi cau hoi nhur vay t6i thue khong thé timra cau tra Ioi.

“Ba 4y c6 18 la mdt phu nir rat c6 don,” me t0i trAmngam. “Khd than that, chi cé mdt minh, sng trong mdt can ho nho. Ba Ay chic nudi méo dé co
nguoi bau ban chir?”’

“Me oi...” t6i dua tay 5m dAu. “Elinor khong sdng trong mdt ‘ciin ho nho’. D6 la can ho doi trén Park Avenue.”

“Mot cin ho dbi sao? C6 phai i mdt ngdi nha nho khong?”” Me t6i xi mit ra day cam thong, “Oi, ciing cha dep d& g, ding khong?”

Oi, t6i dau hang. Vo vong

Khi ching t6i di vao tién sanh khach san Claridges, toan nhing nguoi lich thiép dang ding tra ¢ d6. Nhing nguoi i hdu ban van 4o khoac dai miu ghi xAm
dang di di lai lai v6i nhitng 4m tra ké mau xanh 4 ciy va tring, va nmngumdangtangauromra tmkhongthe nhin thiy Luke hay Elinor ¢ dau ca.
Trong khi nhin, d6t nhién mdt hy vong bing Ién trong t6i. C6 & ho khong dén. C6 1& Elinor khong thu xép dwoc! Ching t6i chi viée dén ubng mbt tach
tra ngon mot minh thdi! On Chia Vi...

“Becky oil”

Toi quay nguroi va tim toi thét lai. Ho kia rdi, trén ghe sofa & goc tién sanh. Luke mang khudn mit rang 1 d6 bat cir khi ndo anh gip me, va Elinor dang
ng01 & mép ghé trong bd dam vest ké ca 16 den trang duoc trang tri 1ong vil. Mai toc cua ba ta trong nhu mot cai mil bao hiém lim bang son mai cing
ngac con doi chén thi dugc boc trong doi tt quan mau khoi, c6 vé nhu da giy di mdt chit. Ba ta nging Ién, hoan toan vo cam - nhung ti c6 thé thiy
trong khoe it ctia ba ta, ba ta dang tang cd hai bd me t6i mdt cude Tham dinh kiéu Manhattan.

“C6 phai ba dy khong?”” me t6i stmg sot hoi, khi ching t6i dang coi 4o khoac ra. “Chia oi! Ba 4y... tré qua!”

“Khong, ba Ay khong tré,” t6i Am bam “Ba 4y d4 can rat nhidu sy tro gifp.”

Me ngénra nhin t6i mdt lic trurde khi ngd ra sy that. “Y con a... ba éy dinAng mit a?”

“Khong chi mot lan. Nhung me tranh chi dé d6 ra nhé. Puge khong me?”’

Ca hai ching t6i dimg doi bd dura 4o khoac, va toi ¢6 thé thiy ndo me t6i dang hoat dong, xir Iy cai mau thdng tin kia, ¢ ging lip ghép n6 vao chd nao
do.

“Nguoi dan ba t6i nghiép,” ba bdng nhién néi. “Chéc hin kinh khimg im, cam thiy bat an Bim Me chic song & My dbi véi con ciing thé.”
Khi ching t6i tién dén ghé sofa, Elinor ngng 1én va miéng ba ta nhéch ra ba milimét, chéic d6 trong dwong véi mdt ny cudi mim

“Chao Becky. Va xin ¢6 1i chic mimg 1& dinh hon ctia chau. Rt bat ngd.”

Caudo co y ginhi?

“Cém on bac nhiéu!” Toi ndi, guong cuoi. “Bac Elinor, chau xin dugc gioi thi€u bd me chau, Jane va Graham Bloomwood.”

“Xin chao chi.” BO t6i n6i, cudi than thi¢n, va dua tay bt tay ba. Nhin b that noi bat trong b vest méu ghi sim, t6i cam thay hoi ty hao. B thyc sy rét
dep trai, bo t6i, ngay ca khi mai toc clia 6ng da bat dau nga bac.

“Graham, khong can cau né vy dau!” me tdi reo Ién. “Ching ra sap thanh mot gia dinh rdi ma!” Trude khi t0i c6 thé ngéin ba lai, ba da dang rong tay
6m cham ly Elinor khién ba ta git minh. “Chiing t6i vo cting vui suéng duoc gip chi, Elinor a! Luke da ké cho ching t6i rat nhicu vé chi” Va khi ba
dung Ién Ian nita, t61 nhin thay ba lam nhau c6 4o cta Elinor, va khong ngirng cudi khuc khich.



“Khong phéi rét t6t sa0?” Me t0i tiép tuc khi ba ngdi xubng, “Rét tuyét voil” Ba nhin quanh va mit ba séng lén. “Bay gios ching ta ding gi chr? Mot tach
tra ngon, hay mot cai gi d6 manh hon dé &n mirng chang?”’

“Tra, t6i nghi vay,” bo t6i noi. “Luke...”
“Con sé& di xem thé nao,” Luke noi, rao budc that nhanh.

Toi ghét cai kieu anh cu xtr mbi khi bén me anh dy. Binh thong anh manh mé va quyét doan. Nhung voi Elinor thi i nhu kicu ba ta B chi tich hi dong
quan tri ctia mdt cong ty xuyén quoc gia ndo d6 va anh chi la mot thudc ha tdm thuong, Anh tham chi con chura chao t6i.

“Nay, chi Elinor,” me t6i n6i. “Téi vira mua cho chi mdt mén qua nhé. T6i nhin thdy ching ngdy hdm qua va ti khong thé cudng lai dugc!”
Me 16i ra mdt g6i duge boc gidy miu vang dong va dua cho Elinor.

Hoi lanh ling, Elinor m& g6i qua - va 101 ra mbt cubn s6 mau xanh nude bién, trén bia trude ghi “Me chi ré” bang nét chit udn luon méu bac. Ba ta nhin
n6 cham cham nhur thé me t6i vira ting ba ta mdt con chudt chét vay.

“Toi cting c6 mot cai theo cap!” me t6i ndi mén nguyén. Ba lyc thi va Jy ra mdt cudn “Me ¢6 dau” miu hdng. “Ching dugc goi l s tay ké hoach ciia
cac ba me! C6 cho trong dé ching ta viét thuc don, danh sach khach moi... mau sac chu dao... va day la mot cai tii nhyra dung cdc mau vai, hdy nhin
xem.. Bang cach ndy ching ta c6 thé hop tac véi nhau! Va day la trang ghi céc y twdng... Toida ghi vaiy vao do 10i, vi thé néu chi mubn dong gop thém
bat cir y gi... hay néu co bét cir mon &n nao chi ddc biét thich... Vén dé 1, chung t6i mubn chi dong gop ¥ kién cang nhiéu cang t6t.” Ba vo vo Ién tay
cta Elinor. “Thuc ra, néu chi mu6n dén thim va & lai mot thoi gian thi chiing ta s€ thuc sy hiéu nhau hon. ..

“Lich ctia t6i kha kin rdi, t6i ¢ vAy,” Elinor ndi va mim cudi lanh ling khi Luke xuat hién tr lai, tay cAm dién thoai di dong

“Tra dang dénrdi. Va... con \/}‘ra co mf)t cudc dién thoai khé dé chiu.” Anh nhin quanh va nin cu(‘ry “Bg,)n con vira glanh duoc Ngan hang North West
lam khach hang, Bon con s¢€ t6 chirc buoi khanh thanh mdt phong giao dich moi toanh ctia hg. Chac han vy nay s€ rat 1on.”

“Luke!” Toi reo 1én. “That tuyét voi!”

Luke da ra sirc theo dudi Ngin hing NorthWest tir u Eim roi, va tudn true anh thira nhéin anh nghi da mét ho vao tay mot cong ty quéng céo khéc. Vi
thé viéc nay that qua tuyét.

“Tot lam, Luke,” bd t0i noi.

“Thét tuyét voi, chau yéu!”’ me t6i hua theo.

Neudi duy nhat khong n6i gi i Elinor. Ba ta thdm chi khong hé quan tAm, nhung lai nhin vao cai tii Hermes ciia minh.

“Béc nghi sao a, bac Elinor?” Toi than trong noi. “Do 1a mot tin t6t dung khong a?”

“Me hy vong viéc nay s& khong anh hurdng dén cong viée ctia con danh cho Quy.” ba ta néi, va déng cai i lai.

“Chéc khong sao dau a,” Luke vo tur noi.

“Tét nhién, cong viée ctia Luke danh cho quy ciia bac 1 tinh nguyén,” t6i chi ra mt cach ngot ngio. “Con ddy ki cong viée chinh ciia anh 4y.”
“Thye ra.” Elinor nhin t6i lanh nhu bang, “Um, Luke nay, néu con khong c6 thoi gian...”

“Tét nhién con ¢6 thoi gian,” Luke n6i, ném cho t6i mdt cai nhin khé chiu. “S& khong thanh vindéa.”

Tuyét that. Bay gio thi ca hai bon ho déu khé chiu véi roi.

Me t6i ndly i quan sat o1 qua tiéng lai v6i thai do hoi ngd ngang, va khi tra dugc mang t6i thi khudn nit ba nhur gian ra nhe nhdm

“DXing nhu nhing gi bac siyéu cau!” ba reo én khi ngudi hiu ban dit 4m tra va dia banh bing bac xudng ban ching toi. “Elinor ndy, t6i r6t tra cho chi
nhé?”

“Chi dimg m6t cai banh mréng nhé,” bb t6i hdn hau noi voi Elinor. “Va thém chit kemnira.”

“To1 khong nghi vay.” Elinor hoi khom ngudi lai cir nhur thé cac phan tir kem dang bay hron trong khong trung va xAm nhép co thé ba ta viy. Ba ta udng
mdt ngum tra, 161 nhin dong ho. “T6i e 1a t6i phai di.”

“Gi c0?”” M 6 ngéng Ién ngac nhién. “Da di rdi sao?”

“Luke, con di ldy xe chir?”

“Chic chin rdi,” Luke noi, uéng can cde tra.



“Sao c0?” Bay gidr dén lwrot t6i nhin chim chim. “Luke, chuyén gi dién ra vay?”
“Anh s¢ 1ai xe dua me anh ra sén bay,” Luke ni.
“Tai sao? Tai sao me anh khong thé di taxi?”

Khi nhing 1oi ndty tudt ra khoi migng toi thi ti nhdn ra réing ¢6 vé nhur minh ndi khé tho 16 - nhung rét thue long. L& ra ddy phai B mot budi gp mit gia
dinh vui vé. Chiing t6i moi chi dén day dugc khoang ba gidy.

“Cé mdt vai diéu t6i can trao doi véi Luke,” Elinor n6i, cam tti xach ctia ba ta Ién. “Ching toi ¢ thé trao ddi & trong xe.”” Ba ta dimg 1én va phii mot
mAu banh trong tudng tuong khoi dui. “Rat vui dugce gip anh chi,” ba ta ndi véi bo me toi.

“Ching t6i ciing thé!” me t6i reo kén, cb gang hét strc dé bay t sur thin thién & nhitng phit cubi cing. “Rét tuyet khi dwoc gip chi, Elinor a! Toi s& ly s6
dién thoai ctia chi tir Becky va chiing ta c6 thé tan gau vui vé vé chuyén minh s& méic gi! Chiing ta khong nén ddi choi nhau qua, ding khong?””

“Ding vay,” Elinor n6i, liéc nhin d6i gidy ctia me t6i. “Tam biét, Rebecca.” Elinor git du v6i bd toi. “Va Graham nita.”

“Tam biét chi Elinor,” bd t6i ndi bang giong hét strc lich sur - nhung khi t61 liéc it nhin Ong thi t6 ¢6 thé thay ong khong hé bi giy 4n tuong, “Hen gip
chau sau nhé Luke.”” Khi ho di khoi canh clra ra vao, 6ng nhin dong ho. “Muroi hai phit.”

“Y 6ng 1A sa0?” me t0i noi.
“Do Ia thoi gian ba ta danh cho ching ta.”

“Graham! Toi chéc ba dy khong ¢b ¥...” Me 61 im king khi nhan ra cubn s6 “Me chii 1é” mau xanh nurée bién van con nim trén ban giita dong gidy goi
qua. “Elinor da d€ quén cudn s6 ké hoach dam curdi lai roi!” me 61 gao 1n, chdp lay nd. “Becky, dudi theo ba ay di.”

“Me oi...” T6i hit tho sdu. “Con s& khong lam viy. Con khong chéic ba dy quan tim vy dau.”

“Toi s& khong tin ba ta gitp duoc g, bd i n6i. Ong véi tay iy kem va d6 kha nhiéu Ién c4i banh nuréng ctia minh.
“O1.” Me nhin t6i rdi lai nhin b - rdi cham réi ngdi phich xudng ghé, cam chit Ky cudn s6. “Oi, toi hiéu roi.”

Ba udng mdt ngum tra, va t6i c6 thé thdy ba dang rét nd Iyc nghii ra mot diéu gi d6 tt dep dé noi.

“Um.. ¢6 1& ba Ay chi khong mudn can thiép!” cudi cling ba ciing kén tiéng. “Pidu d6 hoan toan d& hiéu.”

Nhung chinh ba ciing ¢ vé khong bi thuyét phuc. Chia oi, t6i ghét Elinor.

“Me oi, minh udng hét tra,” t6i n6i. “Roi hai me con minh di mua do giam gia di?”

“U,” me t6i n6i sau khi im king mot ic. “U, ta di di! Bay gid con ndi me méi thdy mudn mua ging tay moi.” Ba uéng mdt ngum tra va nhin c6 vé vui hon.
“Va c6 & mot cai thi dep nira.”

“Chung ta s& thit vui vé,” t0i ni, va ndm chit canh tay me. “Chi ching ta thoi.”
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Kinh giri c6 Bloomwood:

Xin cho phép ching t6i la nhiing nguoi dAu tién duoc ghﬁc mimg 1 dinh hon ciia ¢o v6i ong Luke Brandon, chiing t6i dugc biét qua thong bao trén to
The New York Observer. Chac han day la thoi gian rat hanh phic ctia ¢6, va chiing t6i xin giri dén c6 nhitng 161 chiic tot dep nhat tir day long,



Ching t6i chéc chin ring tai thoi diémnay, o s& ngap trong nhimng 161 dé nghi khong mong mubn, tham chi vo vi. Tuy nhién, ching t6i xin durge gi6i thidu
mot dich vu ddc dao va hét sirc riéng tur ma ching 61 nghi c6 thé s& thu hit duge sy chi y ctia co.

Vi tur céch la nhirng ludt sw chuyen giai quyét Iy hon v6i hon 30 niim kinh nghiém, ching t6i biét syr khéc biét ma mot luat sur gioi co thé mang lai. Hay
aé ching t61 hy vong va cAu nguyén ring ¢d va 6ng Brandon s& khong bao gi phai gip khoanh khiic dau don d6. Nhung néu hai ngudi gip phai tinh

hubng nay thi ching t6i 1 nhitng chuyén gia trong nhirg finh vire sau:

« Théo céc hop dong tién hon nhan

« Thoa thuan tién cip dudng cho vo sau ly hon

« Nhan céc 1énh cAm ctia toa an

« Pidu tra thong tin (voi sw gitp do ctia cac tham tir tur thude vin phong luat ciia ching toi)

Ching t6i khong dam mong c6 s& lién lac v6i ching t6i bay gio. C6 chi can dat I thur ndy cling véi nhig ghi chii khac danh cho dém cudi - va néu co
6 nhu cau, co s€ bict tim chung t6i & dau.

Mot lan nita xin duoc giri dén ¢6 nhitng 16i chiic mimg!

Ermnest p. Franton
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Kinh giri ¢6 Bloonwood:

Xin cho phép ching t6i la nhimg nguoi dAu tién duoc chiic mimg B dinh hon ctia c6 v6i ong Luke Brandon, chiing t6i dugc biét qua thong béo trén to
The New York Observer. Chac han day la thoi gian rat hanh phic cuia ¢, va ching t6i xin giri dén c6 nhitng 161 chiic tot dep nhat tir day long,

Ching t6i chic chin rang tai thoi diémnay, cd s& ngap trong nhirng 1oi & nghi khong mong mudn, tham chi vé vi. Tuy nhién, ching toi xin dugc giéi thidu
mot dich vu ddc ddo va hét surc riéng tur ma chiing t61 nghii c6 the s€ thu hut duge sy chil y cuia co.

Mot mon qua cudi thure su khac bigt.

Con cach ndo hay hon néu céc khach moi ctia quy vi mudn bay to sur tran trong ctia ho trude tinh yéu ma hai ngudi danh cho nhau ma khong phai 1 ting
cho hai ngudi hai namm) lién k&? Trong khu viron yén tinh, thanh binh va dugc cham séc ti mi ctia chiing 61, 6 va chong cd s€ dugc an nghi bén nhau
nhu khi sOng cting, méi méi. *

Mot doi md trong Khu virom ciia Dang ciru thé danh gid hién dang c6 gid ddc bigt 1 6.500 do la. Tai sao khong cho thém khoan ndy vao danh séch
nhimg thir can thiét cho dam cudi - va dé nhitng nguoi than yéu clia quy vi ting mon qua s€ ton tai vinh vien nay?**

MOt Ian nita, xin giri dén c6 thém nhidu 101 chic mimg, va chiic quy vi c6 mot cude song hon nhan dai 1u va hanh phic bén nhau.
Hank Hamburg

Giam déc Béan hang

* Trong trurdng hop Iy hon, cac ndmmd s& duge chuyén dén phia bén kia ctia nghia trang,

** Cong ty Mai tang Gia dinh Hamburg bao hru quyén phén chia lai khu md, quy vi chi can théng bao trude 30 ngiy trong viée quy hoach lai dt (xem
dicu khoan va dieu kién dinh keém).

Ban dang doc truyén Tin D6 Shopping Ldy Chong dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.


http://ebookfull.net

Chuong 4

Al QUAN TAM dén c4i ba Elinor chét tiét co chu?

Ching t0i & c6 mdt dam cudi hay ho, i ba ta 6 gilip d hay khong, Nhu me 10i noi, d6 1a thigt thoi clia ba ta, va ba ta s& hoi tiéc vao ngay do, khi ba
ta khong cam thay minh [ mbt phan cta budi Ie. Thye sur ching t6i vui vé hon kha nhiéu sau khi rdi Claridges. Ching t6i dén chuong trinh giam gia cua
Selﬁidges,va‘l me mua duoc I‘Iﬁt’céitﬁi mm rat dep con toi mua Imscara‘lém day mi, trong khi d6 b6 t6i di lam mot yai bia, nhur moi khi. R6i tat ca ching
t01 di an t6i & ngoai, va lic vé dén nha, tat ca ching t6i da vui vé hon nhiéu va nhan thay toan bd chuyén nay kha budn cuoi.

Hom sau, khi Janice ghé sang ubng ca phé, ching t6i ké cho c6 Ay it ca vé viéc di udng tra cing Elinor va ¢b ay thye sy pha.n nd thay cho ching t6i va
161, néu Elinor nghi ¢6 thé dugc trang diém mien phi thi ba ta nén nghi lai di! Ri bé t6i ciiing tham gia vao va bét chude rat dat diéu b cva Elinor khi
nhin vao cbe sita dic cir nhu thé né sdp bop cd ba ta dén noi va tt ca ching t6i déu cudi nghiéng nga - chi dén khi Luke di xudng cau thang va hoi ¢6
chuyén gi vui vy thi ching t61 phai gid vo dang curdi vi mt chuyén vui trén dai.

Toi thue sir khong biét phai lim gi vé chuyén ciia Luke va me anh. Mot phan trong t6i nghil minh nén thanh thyc. Toi nén n6i véi anh ba ra da lim tt ca
chiing t6i budn, va me t6i da cam thiy thure s ton thuong nhur thé ndo. Nhung van dé 1, hoi xua t6i da ¢b ging thanh that véi anh ay khi ndi vé Elinor
va n6 ludn ludn din dén mdt trin i nhau 16n. Va i thuc su khong mudn ci nhau vao lic nay, khi chiing t61 da dinh hén, moi thir qua hanh phiic va hin
hoan sung suéng. Vi thé t6i khong n6i gi ca.

Hom sau ching t61 quay lai New York, va khi ching t6i chao tambiét, me t61 d3 6m Luke that chat va néng Am, ctr nhu thé bu dép cho cam giac ba da
danh cho Elinor. D1 sao thi anh ciing d4u thé 1am gi khi me minh nhur vAy? Rdi ba 6m toi, viét lai s6 fax cta t6i lan thir ti ti va hira s& giit lién lac ngay khi
ba ndi chuyén voi ngudi phuc vu do an.

Negoai trir sur ¢b nho véi Elinor thi moi thir déu dién ra hoan hao. Chi dé chimg minh diéu do, trén may bay vé New York, t0i d lm tric nghiém “Ban
da sin sang cho nhén hon chura?” trong t& Hon nhan va Gia dinh. Va chiing t6i da dat diém cao nhat! N6 da viét ring, “Chiic mimg hai ban! Céc ban I
mot cap doi dang yéu va c6 y dinh hét strc nghiém tiic, ¢6 thé virot qua cac vin d& cta minh. Céc ban khé coi mo trong giao tiép voi nhau va dong diéu
v6i nhau trong hiu hét moi van dé.”

OK, 0 [ t6i da gian lan chit xiu. Chéng han cau hoi “Phan nio trong I& cudi ctia minh khién ban mong chd nhét?” Toi da dinh chon I (a) “Chon giay”
cho dén khi t6i nhin thy cau (c) “Camkét tron doi voi nhau” dat 10 diém trong khi (a) chi duroc 2.

Nhung ma, t6i chiic nhiing ngudi khéc ciing kn nhin d4p 4n thoi. C6 18 kiéu gi d6 ho ciiing gian lan t nhiéu.
[t ra t6i ciing khéng chon cau (d) “M6n trang miéng” (0 diém)

“Becky nay?”

“Vang”

Ching t6i vé dén can ho tir mdt gior trude va Luke dang xem xét dong thur tir.

“Em ¢6 nhin thiy ban sao ké tai khoan chung ctia chiing ta khong? Anh phai goi dién cho ho thoi”

“Oi, n6 dén rdi. Xin 161, em quén khong n6i véi anh.”

Toi voi v di vao phong ngii va Ky to sao ké tir chd gidu ra, cam thiy hoi so hii.

Nghii ¢én chuyén nay, c6 mot cau hoi vé van dé tai chinh trong tréc nghiém do. T6i nghil 42 d4nh dau cau (b) “Chiing t6i ¢6 ciing cach chi tiéu va tién
chura bao gio 1a van dé giita hai chiing to1.”

“Pay a,” toi nhe nhang ndi, dua cho anh to sao ké.

“Anh chi khong hiéu tai sao tai khoan ctia ching ta ctr bi théu chi,” Luke n6i. “Céc chi phi sinh hoat ctia chiing ta khong thé ting Ién hang thang duoc...”
Anh ay liéc nhin trang giay, n6 bi dinh day dom trang day. ‘Becky. . . tai sao ban sao ké nay lai day bit x6a the?”

“Em biét!” T6i ndi day hdi 16i. “Em xin 61 vé viée do. Cai lo but xda & d6, em dang di chuyén may cudn sach, va né... d6 kén.”
“Nhung gin nhu khong doc duoc nira!”

“Thé sa0?”” T6i ndi nhur v6 tdi. “Chéan qua. Thoi khong sao. Chuyén nhur ndy van xay ra ma...” Va t6i chuan bi git n6 khoi tay anh thi anh bt ngd nheo
mat lai.

“C6 phai nd viét...” Anh bit dau Ay mong tay cdy to sao ké, va dot nhién mdt cai d6m bit x6a roi ra.



Chét tiét. L& ra t6i nén ding nurdc x5t ca chua nhur thang trude. “Mitl Mil. Anh nghi vay. Becky ndy, sao lai ¢ Milt Mit1 & day?”” Anh lai cay, va cac vét
but x6a bat dau roi 14 ta nhu tuyet khoi to sao ké. Chutia oi. Lam on ding trong thay...

“Sephora... va Joseph... Thao nao ching ta lai bi théu chil”” Anh nhin ti c4u tiét. “Becky, tai khoan nay lip ra 1 dé cho chi tiéu sinh hoat gia dinh. Khong
phai miy cai chin vay cua M Mit!”

OK. Cii Ion hay lugn luon.

Toi khoanh tay trude ngue buéng binh va hit ham én. “Vay. .. chan véy khong phai 1 chi tiéu gia dinh. C6 phai anh dang n6i thé khong?”
Luke nhin t6i chim chdm. “Tt nhién d6 1 diéu anh dang n6il”

“Um, anh biét khong, c6 18 d6 1a vin d&. C6 & ca hai ching ra can Am 1 cac dinh nghiia ctia chiing ra mot chit.”

“Hiéu 10, Luke n6i sau khi im king mot Itic, va t6i c6 thé thiy miéng anh Ay hoi chu lai. “Vay em dang mubn n6i véi anh i em xép chén vay Mit Mit
vao chi tiéu sinh hoat gia dinh.”

“C6 ... thé! N6 & trong ‘hd gia dinh’, dting khong? Ma,” t6i nhanh nhéu n6i tiép. “Ma, cubi ciing thi chuyén ndy c6 gi quan trong chir? C6 ti gi trong
chuyén ndy quan trong khong? Chiing ta ¢6 sirc khoe, ching ta c6 nhau, ching ta ¢6... vé dep cta cude song, Nhing diéu d6 m6i quan trong. Khong
phai tin. Khong phai tai khoan ngan hang. Khong phai nhitng thir nho nhat tAm thuong giét chét tam hon.” Toi clr khua khua tay, cam thay nhur minh
dang phat biéu khi doat giai Oscar. “Ching ra ¢ trén hanh tinh nay qua ngin ngii, Luke a. Chi i mdt khoanh khéc ngan ngii. Va khi ching ta qua doi,
diéu gl quan trong hon chir? Mot con s6 trén méu gidy - hay tinh yéu giita hai nguoi? Biét vai con s vo nghia - hay biét ring ta i nguoi ta da mudn tre
thanh?”’

Khi di dén doan két, t6i choéng vang vi chinh sy thong minh ctia minh. Toi nging kn trong trang thi mo ho, nira trong chos Luke s& ngn I¢ va thi thim,
“Emco anh nita ¢ cho “Va’”

“Rét xtic dong,” Luke qua quyét. “Can phéi ndi lai cho chinh x4c, trong sach ctia anh “chi phi sinh hoat gia dinh’ nghiia 4 tit ca cac chi phi ding dé duy tri
can ho va céc sinh hoat ctia ching ta. D0 an, ga, san phAm dé co rra, va cac thir khac.”

“Puogc!” Toi nhin vai. “Néu do 1 céi dinh nghia b6 hep... ndi that | qua han ché ma anh mudn dimg thi duoc thoi”
Chudng ctra reo 1én va t6i mo ra thi thy Danny dang dtmg & hanh lang,

“Danny, chan vay Mitt Mit1 ¢6 phai 1 chi ti€u gia dinh khong?”’ t6i n6i.

“Chéc chin rdi,” Danny n6i, di vao phong khach.

“Anh thiy chua?”” Téi nhurén méy nhin Luke. “Nhung dugc, ching ta s& ding dinh nghia ctia anh...”
“Vay hai nguoi nghe thiy gi chura?” Danny budn ba noi.

“Nghe chuyén gi?”’

“Ba Watts dang dinh ban nha.”

“Céi gi?”” T6i nhin anh chiim cham. “Cau n6i that ddy chi?”

“Ngay khi hop dong thué hét han, chiing ta bi tong ra ngoai.”

“Ba ta khong thé 1am thé!”

“Ba ta la chii nha. Ba ta c6 thé laim viée gi ba dy thich.”

“Nhung...” t6i nhin Danny day thét vong, rdi quay sang nhin Luke, anh dang bo i liéu vao tii. “Luke ndy, anh c6 nghe thiy khong? Ba Watts sip ban
nha!”

“Anh biét.”

“Anh d biét rdi 4? Sao anh khong néi cho em?”’

“Xin 16i. Anh da dinh n6i.” Luke nhin ¢ vé khong lo Fing gi.
“Ching ta s€ lam gi?”

“Chuyén nha.”

“Nhung em khong mubn chuyén. Em thich & day!”



T6i dau dén nhin quanh cin phong, Pay 14 noi t6i va Luke da sdng hanh phiic trong néim vira qua. Toi khong mubn bi nhd 18 khoi day.
“Vay cau c6 mubn nghe chuyén gi xay ra voi t6 khong?”” Danny noi. “Randall v6i ban gai anh 4y s& mua cin ho.”
T6i nhin anh simg sdt. “Anh 4y tdng ¢b cau ra khoi nha sao?”

“Gan nhu thé. Anh Ay bao t& phai bét dau dong gop néu khong thi t& phai chuan bi tim chd & m6i di. Vay t& phai hm g day"” Danny gio tay En. “Chirng
130 t& chira im xong bo suru tap moi thi viée d6 dung ki khong thé. Anh 4y ¢6 &6... da dat cho t& mdt thing cAc tong roi.”

“Vay, 0... thé bd suru tap m6i dén dau rdi?”” Toi than trong hoi.

“Cau biét ddy, lam mot nha thiét ké khong d& nhu moi ngudi tudng dau,” Danny chdng ché. “Cau khong thé sang tao néu bj ra lénh, van dé i phai c6
camhing”

“C6 E cau nén tim viéc,” Luke noi, vdi tay ]éy 40 khoac.
“MOot cong viéc sao?”’
“Chéc chdn ho dang can nha thiét ké o, t6i khong biét nira, Gap a?”

“Gap sa0?”” Danny nhin anh chim chim. “Anh ngi t6i nén danh ca doi minh thiét ké a0 phong sao? Nghe thir nhé, 6i, hai tay 40 & ngay ddy, ba clic 40 &
duong x¢, duong may chan & dau do... Lam sao t6i c6 thé ap G niém damme cua minh cha?”

“Vay chiing ta s& lam gi?”” Toi budn rau n6i voi Luke.

“V& chuyén Danny sa0?”

“V& can ho cta ching ta!”

“Chiing ta s& tim chd nao d6,” Luke binh finh d4p. “Anh nhé ra 1 hém nay me anh mudn an trua voi em”
“Bac 4y vé rdi sa0?” Toi noi ddy thit vong. “Y em ... bac dy da vé!”

“Ho phai hoin viéc phau thuat ctia me anh.” Luke hoi xj mét xuong “Khi me anh dén thi bénh vién d6 dang bi céc nha chirc tréch trong nganh y Thuy St
kiém tra va tit ca cac thi tuc bi tri hoan. Vithé... lic mot gio em dén La Goulue nhé?”

“Vang,” Toi nhin vai khong miy hao himg,

RO, khi canh cira dong lai sau lung Luke, t0i cam thiy kha 6. C6 1§ Elinor da ddiy. C6 1& ba ta mubn géing hoa va tham gia chuan bj cho & cudi. Ta
chang bao gio biet duoc viée gi s€ xay ra.

Téi dinh t6 ra binh than va chi néi véi moi nguoi rang t6i da dinh hon néu ho hoi t6i “Chuyén di ctia chi thé nao?”

Nhung dén lic d6 t6i nhan thay minh dang lao vao trung tAm mua sim ca nhan & Barneys noi toi dang m viée, chia tay ra, va hét én “Nhin nay!”
Erin, ddng nghiép ctia t6i, giat thot minh nging lén, liéc nhin tay t6i, rdi dira tay én che miéng. “Lay Chua t6i! Lay Chiia toi!”

“T6i biét!”

“C6 dinh hon rdi sao? Vai Luke 4?7

“Vang, tit nhién 1 voi Luke! Bon t0i s& cudi vio thang Sau!”

“C6 dinh mic gi?” 6 Ip bép. “Toi ghen ty qua! Cho 0 xem céi nhin ndo! C6 da mua n6 & du déy? Khi dinh hon, 0i s& dén théing Harry Winstons.
Va quén ngay mit thang lrong, bon t6i dang ndi it nhat ba nim...” Giong ¢ nho dan lai khi sam soi céi nhan cta t6i. “Oi chao.”

“No6 I vat gia bao trong nha Luke,” t6i noi. “Ctia ba anh dy.”

“Oi, ding thé. Vay. .. n6 khong m6i 42 Mit ¢6 hoi xi xudng. “Oi, trm..”

“NO... ¢6 ma,” t6i thin trong noi - va ca khudn mit chi Ay twoi tinh hén lén.

“C6! PO 1a mdt cai nhan ¢d! That | mdt y twdng thi vil”

“Chiic mimg, Becky,” Christina, sép ctia toi, n6i va mim cudi thit 4m ap. “Toi biét ¢6 v6i Luke s& rat hanh phic bén nhau.”

“T6i deo thir dwoc khong?”” Erin n6i. “Khong! Toi xin 16i. Toi quén mét ¢6 da néi diéu d6. Toi chi... Mot cai nhn ¢d!”



C6 4y van dang nhin chim chim vao n6 khi khéch hang d4u tién ciia t6i, Laurel Johnson, budc vio khumua sim. Laurel l chi tich ctia mt cong ty
chuyén cho thué miy bay tryc thang riéng va la mit trong nhimg khach hang yéu thich cta t6i, méic du lic nao ¢6 cling n6i vdi tdi, ¢6 nghil moi thir trong
ctra hang nay déu qua ddt va co s& mua tit ca quan 4o tir Kmart néu khong phai vi cong viéc ctia minh.

“T6i dang nhin thy g} thé nay?” c6 Ay n6i, coi 4o khodc va hit méi toc xodn mau den simra sau.

“Toi da dinh hon!” T6i n6i, mim cuoi hd hoi.

“Pinh hon!” C6 4y dén bén va nhin kg cai nhan v&i d6i miét thong minh, den lay. ‘Um, 01 hy vong c6 s& hanh phuic. Toi chic cham ¢0 s& hanh phuc. T6i
chic chén chong c6 s& di tinh tho dé khong bi cam dd bdi mdt con nhé toc vang dén thure tap & chd anh ta va n6i véi anh ta ring trude day né chua
timg gap mot nguoi dan 6ng ndo lam cho n6 ngudng md nhur thé. Ngudng md. Toi hdi co cai. Co di bao gior nghe thdy chuyén...” C6 dimg lai giita
chimng, 1ay tay bit nhanh miéng lai, va nhin t6i rau ri. “Chét tiét.”

“Khong sao”, t6i an ti. “C6 da bi kich dong.”

Laurel vira m6i dua ra quyét tam danh cho nidm mdi ki khong n6i vé chdng cii va bd ciia g, boi vi bac si tri lidu tim Iy ctia c0, Hans, noi rang thé khong
tot cho strc khoe. That khong may, c6 nhan thay quyet tim nay kha kho thure hién. Khong phai toi ché trach gi c6 ca. Ong ta n6i ngu nhu lon.

“C5 biét tuan trrde Hans n6i gl voi toi khong?”” ¢b néi khi t6i mo cira phong thir db. “Ong ta bao t6i viét mot danh sach tit ca nhitng diéu t6i mubn néi
ve con dan ba do - sau do x¢€ tan ra. Ong ta ndi t6i s€ cam thay duoc ty do.”

“O ding thé,” t6i hao himg n6i. “Vay chuyén gi da xay ra?”

“Toi da viét tat ca ra,” Laurel noi. “Roi toi giri cho ¢6 ta.”

“Laurel!”

“Toi biét. Toi biét. Khong ich gi.”

“Um, vao trong ndy di a,” t6i n6i, ¢b ging khong cudi to, “Va ké cho t6i nghe ¢6 dinh Am gi. Sang nay t6i hoi ué oai mbt teo...”

Mot trong nhitng diéu thich nhét khi lamngudi tue van ban hang c4 nhan 1 ta thuc sy gangmvmkhachhangcua minh. Thre ra, mdt vai ngudi trong sd
ho ctr nhur ban be. Khi t6i gip Laurel Jan dAu, ¢ vira chia tay v6i chong. Liic d6 ¢o thirc sy rt suy sup va mirc do tyr tin vao ban than a zero. Qua tinh,
khong phai t6i dang ¢6 ba hoa, nhung khi tdi tim cho ¢6 céi vay Armani tuyét dep dé mic di dy bu01 biéu dién ba I& gala hoanh trang ma g kia ciing s&
c6 mit - khi t6i nhin ¢6 ngam minh trong grong, cam hat 1én, mim cudi va cam thiy minh d& quyén rii rr6 lai - thi thanh thue ma néi toi cam thiy minh

vira tao ra mot sy thay doi dbi voi cude doi co Ay.

Séng nay Laurel dang tim mdt vai bo vest dé mac di im. Bay gios t0i hicu ¢6 rat 1o nén d€ dang tim ngay duge do gl trong s& ngon lanh trén thén hinh cao
rao cua c6. Chiing t6i vui vé tan gau va noi vé bd phim mdi ctia Brad Pitt, va Laurel ké cho t6i vé cai anh chang huan luyén vién golf mdi rat sexy cua co.

“C4 trin d4u cta t6i nhu tan thanh gﬁy khéi,” ¢6 nd1, mat x1 ra. “To6i khong con hirng thi voi viéc danh bong vao 16 nita. T6i chi chim cham vao viée
sao cho trong minh that gy va quyén rii con qua bong nuon di dau thi di.”

Khi ¢ thay lai bd quin o méc ban ngay, t6i di ra khoi phong thir d, cam theo mdt dong quén 4o.

“Toi chic khong miic c4i d6 duoc dau,” mdt giong nghén nghet vang ra tir phong cta Erin.

“Chi ctr méc thir di...” T6i nghe thiy Erin noi.

“Cb biét 1a t6i khong bao gid miic c4i miu do!” Cai giong do lai i Ién, va t6i chét ctmg,

D6 1 giong Anh.

“T6i khong mudn mit thdi gian ctia minh thém nita! Néu c6 mang cho t6i nhitng thir t6i khong thé méc dug...”
Nhitng con nhén nhd nhur dang bo 18n bo xubng lung t6i. Toi khong thé tin dugc. D6 khong thé ...

“Nhung chi n6i mudn ¢o mot dién mao mdi!” Erin v vong ndi.
“Hay goi cho t6i khi ¢6 ¢ thir ma t6i yéu cau.”

Va trude khi toi kip ctr dong, thi ¢6 ta day r6i, dang budc ra khoi phong ctia Erin, van cao va toc vang hoe va khong ti vét nhur trude ddy, mbi van luén
nd cai ny cudi khinh ngurdi ay. Toc c6 ta bong murgt, d6i mat xanh nurde bién van sang ngdi va trong ¢d ta ¢t nhu ¢ trén dinh the gioi.

Alicia Billington.

Alicia Quy c4i Chan dai.



Toi bét gap 4nh mét ctia ¢d ta - va ca than ngudi tdi nhur bi dién gidt vay. Toi co thé cam thiy chan minh bt dau run rdy trong cai quan mau ghi Xam may
do. Toi khong gap Alicia Billington chiic phai dén hon mt nam roi. L3 ra ti phéi xtr ly duoc viée nay. Nhung thoi gian ¢6 vé nhur chang coichg. Kytic
vé nhitng dung do gitta ching t6i nhur cang ménh liét va dau dén hon bao gidr hét. Nhimg gi c6 ta da am véi toi. Nhing g ¢6 ta da cd lm véi Luke.
Cota van dang nhin ti voi cai thai do bé trén nhur hdi c6 ta Bm PR con t6i 1 im phong vién tai chinh moi toe. Va niic dit 161 tyr nhu mot cach kién dinh
rang t01 da truong thanh hon h6i d6 rat nhiéu, rang t6i da la mobt phy nir manh mé voi mot sy nghiép thanh cong va khong can chimg minh... t61 van cam
thiy minh dang co it lai. Quay trd lai 1a mdt ¢d gai cé vé nhu mong manh yéu dudi, mdt ngudi chura tirng biet phdi néi gi cho ding,

“Rebeccal” ¢d ta ndi, nhin t6i nhu thé thich thi cao dd. “Khong thé ngo dugce!”

“Chao, Alicia,” t61 noi, va ph:“m nao €p ban than cudi lich sy. “Co khde cha?”

“T6i nghe bao ¢6 dang lam & mt cira hang, nhung t6i ctr nghi d6 chéc 1 dia thoi.” C6 ta khé cudi. “Nhung... ¢6 ¢ ddy roi. The sur d& hiéu.”

To6i khong chi “lam & mdt cira hang™! Toi mudn hét én gidn dir. Toi a ngwoi tir vin ban hang c4 nhan! D6 1 mdt nghé can ¢ k§ niang! Toi gitip moi
nguol!

“Ma ¢6 voi Luke van yéu nhau chir?” C6 ta ném cho t6i cai nhin lo Eing dy mia mai. “Céng ty ctia anh Ay cudi cling da trd lai binh thuong chwa? Toi
bict anh ay da trai qua mot thoi gian khé khan.”

Toi khong tin ndi ¢b gai ndy. C6 ta chinh i ngurdi ngdm ¢ ging phé hoai cong ty cta Luke. Chinh c6 ta 1 nguoi da sip xép mdt cong ty ddi thi trong
finh vire PR ma cong ty nay da vo ng. Chinh c0 ra Ia nguoi da lam ban trai minh mat sach tién - va hién nhién dugc bo minh bao lanh ra khoi ti.

Va bay gidr ¢ ta dang cu xir nhur thé ¢6 ta chién thing,

To6i nudt nurée bot méy lan, ¢ tim mdt 1i dap lai thich hop. Toi biét minh & déng cAp cao hon Alicia. L& ra t6i nén nghii ra 1oi tré diia ndo hoan héo, lich
su nhung van rat hdm hinh chir. Nhung chang hi€u sao n6 chang xuat hién.

“Gi0 t6i cling dang sbng & New York ddy,” c6 ta vo tur ndi. “Vi thé t6i hy vong ching ta s& gip lai nhau. Biét d4u c6 s& ban cho i mdt doi gidy.” C6 ta
lai curoi kiéu bé trén véi toi An cu01, khoéc tii Chanel Ién vai, di ra khéi ctra hang,

Khi c6 ta da di khoi, ca khong gian xung quanh im ling,
“Ai thé?”” cubi ciing Laurel ciing Ién tiéng, c6 d& budc ra khoi phong thir do, van chua méic xong 4o quan, ma t0i khong dé y thiy.
“P6 ... Alicia Quy cai chan dai,” t6i ndi, van chura hét siing so.

“Alicia Quy c4i Mong to thi dting hon,” Laurel néi. “Téi van luén n6i, khong cé con quy cai ndo gidng mdt con quy cai Anh qudc,” Laurel néi. Co 6m ly
to1. “Pumg lo. D ¢6 ta Ia ai, 6 ta cling chi dang ghen ti thoi.”

“Cam on chi,” t6i ndi, va bop dau, ¢b ging gat moi suy nghi di. Nhung toi van hoi sbe, thanh thue ma néi. Toi chura bao gior nghi minh s& phai giap niit
Alicia 1an nira.

“Becky, t6i rét Ky m tiéc!” Erin noi, khi Laurel quay tré lai phong thir do. “Téi khong hé biét c6 va Alicia biét nhau day!”
“T6i ciing khong hé biét ¢6 ta Ia khach hang ctia co!”
“C6 ta khong hay xuat hién lim.” Erin xi nt ra. “T6i chura timg gip ngudi nao kho tinh nhu ¢6 ta. Vay chuyén giita hai nguoi thé nao?”

Oi, khong gi ca! Toi mubn ndi. C6 ta da ban dimg toi cho miy béo 14 céi va gan nhu hity hoai sy nghiép ctia Luke, va ngay tir lin dau tién toi gip co ta,
c0 ta da doi xir véi toi rat khon nan. Khong cé gi dang noi.

“T6i va ¢6 ra ciing ¢6 chit lién quan trong quéa khtr,” cudi ciing t6i ciing Ién tiéng.

“Cb c6 biét ¢6 ta ciing dinh hon rdi khong? Véi Peter Blake. Mot dai gia gid.”

“Toi khong hiéu.” Toi nhiu my. “T6i trdng ndm ngoai ¢d ta By chdng roi. Véi mdt gi ngudi Anh. Ed... gi d62”

“C6 ta da Fy gi! Ngoai trir viéc ¢0 ta khong lam thé. Oi Chia oi, viy ¢6 khong hé biét chuyén a?” Mot vai khach hang di ngang qua khu v tur vén bén
hang ca nhan, va Erin ha giong. “Ho da cudi nhau va dang ¢ tiéc cudi - thi Peter Blake bude t6i voi tu cach la ban trai cta ai d6. Alicia khong he biét
ong ta cling den, nhung rd rang ngay gidy phit ¢6 ta phat hién ra 6ng ta I ai, c6 ta hoan toan cho 6ng ta vao timngim Roi ho bat dau tan giu va rat
hop nhau - kiéu thue su rt hop 4 ay... nhung Alicia 3m duoc gi chir, ¢6 ta d3 cudil” Mt Erin rang ngdi sung sudng, “Vay 1 c6 ta da di thing 1én chd

cha xir v néi mubn hity bo hon 18.”

“C6 ta lam gi co?”

“Cb ta yéu cau duoc hity hon! Ngay tai tiéc cudi ciia chinh minh! C6 ta ni ho chura hé dong phong nén chuyén cudi xin khong tinh.” Erin kh& cudi ric



rich. “C6 ¢6 tin dugc khong?”’

T6i khong nhin ndi curdi sung sudng dap lai. “Toi ¢6 thé tin moi diéu vé Alicia.”

“C6 ta n6i luon dat durge thir minh mubn. Hién nhién dam cudi i thir m ¢6 ta mudn dén chét mét. Nhung co ta phét dién Ién vi chuyén cudi xin. Chéing
han nhur viée ¢6 ta da gan nhur ép ngudi dan cho trong dam cudi phai di stra mil, 161 ¢ ta da sa thai gan nhur toan bo ngudi cung cap hoa & New
York... Nguoi to chirc dam cudi phat dién lén! Ai 1a ngudi 1€n ke hoach cudi cho c6 vay?”

“Me 61, t6i d4p, va mit Erin mo to.

“Me ¢ am nghé t6 chirc cudi sao? Toi chua bao gior biét didu d6 déy!”

“Khong, ngéc al” Toi cudi khiic khich, bit diu cam thz‘iyvui hon. “Me t6i dang t6 chirc cho dam cudi. Me t8i ¢6 vé da hoan toan kiém soat moi thir.”
“O duoc.” Erin git dau. “Um.. viée d6 6 18 am moi thir d& dang hon. Vay ¢6 ciiing d& phai cudng 1én.”

“Véng, Pam cudi thue sy don gian. Hy vong thé!” Toi ndi thém, va ca hai ching toi cling cuoi,
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Chwong 5

TOI DAT CHAN DEN La Goulue diing 1 gio, nhung Elinor van chura dén. Toi dugc dan dén mot ban va ng01 udng nurde loc trong lic doi ba ta. Chd
nay dong thit, vao gio nay thi lic nao quan cting thé, toan nhimg quy ba an van sang trong. Bao quanh ti la tleng chuyén tro va tia sang lap lanh ciia
nhiing ham rang va trang stre dit tién, va toi nhén co hoi ny nghe Ién chuyén cua ho ma khong biét x4u ho. O ban ké bén ban t6i, mjt phu nix danh vién
it rat ddm va deo mdt cai gii 40 to ding dang ndi rét hing hon, “Thoi bubi nay khong ai trang hoang lai ndi can ho mé dwdi mot tram ngan do ca.”

“Thé 1a emmGi ni v6i Edgar, “Toi 1 con nguroi’,” mt 6 ghi toc d6 phia bén kia t6i noi.

Ban ciia ¢6 ning nhai mjt cong can tiy va nhin c6 nang véi doi nit sang ryc, thém thudng, “Roi anh ta ndi sao?”’

“Mot phong thoi, co phai chi tim ba muroi ngin.”

“Anh ta n6i, ‘Hilary...””

“Rebecca?”

Toi ngang Ién, hoi kho chiu vi bo 16 diéu Edgar noi, thy Elinor dang tién lai ban, méic 4o khodc miu kem véi nhing céi clc to mau den va cam mdt céi vi
c@m tay cling tong mau. That ngac nhién ba ta khong di mdt minh. Mot ngudi phy nit téc mau hat dé, bui cao, mic mdt bd vest mau xanh tim than va
cammdt cai tii Coach 16n, dang di cting ba ta.

“Rebecca, dé bac gidi thiéu Robyn de Bendern,” Elinor ndi. “Mét trong nhitng ngudi t chire dam cudi tuyét nhit New York.”

“0,” t6i n6i, hoi udng Iyr. “Um... Xin chao!”

“Rebecca,” Robyn ndi, cam ca hai tay t0i va chiim chi nhin vao mit toi. “Cudi cling ching ta ciing gip nhau. Toi rét vui duoc gip c6. Rt vuil”

“T6i ciing vay!” Toi n6i, cb ging t ra rang 16 cho hop voi chi ta ddng thoi néin 6¢ nghil ngoi. Elinor ¢ nhéc gi dén vu gip ngudi t chirc dam cudi a? L
ra toi nén biet vu nay u?

“Khudn mit yéu qua!” Robyn noi, khong hé b tay t0i ra. Chi ta dang soi toi timg milimet, va t0i nhan ra minh ciing dang km vay. Chi ta tim bon muroi,
trang diém hoan hao véi d6i mit mau ndu luc nhat, g0 ma cao, va nu cuodi rang rd phd ra mot ham rang hoan hao. Sy ndng nhiét ca chi ta nhwr lan toa,
nhung anh myit nhin t61 xét doan khi chi ta ding i lai va nhin khap nguoi t6i mit hurot.

“Ping I3 mHt grong niéit turoi tré. Rebecca than mén, ¢6 s& i mdt ¢o dau tuyét voi. Co da biét minh s& mic gl trong ngay cuoi chua?”’

“Um... mdt cai viy cudi ching?”” Toi ngu ngbe n6i, va Robyn phé 1én curdi.

“Hai hude ghé!” chi ta i én. “Ding 1 phu nit Anh! Ba ndi rat ding,” chi ta n6i voi Elinor, ba nay gat dau lich thiép.

Elinor n6i ding sao? V& chuyén gi?
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Ho d3 ndi chuyén vé toi sao?
“Camon!” T6i ni, ¢ ging i lai mdt bude kha khiém nhuong, “Ching ta. .. Toi git dau v& phia ban.

“Di ndo,” Robyn ndi, ctr nhur thé t6i vira dura ra mot goi ythongmmhnhat mé chi ta timg nghe thiy. “Lam vAy di.” Khi chi ta ngdi xubng ti nhan thiy chi
ta deo mdt cai ghim cai 40 Am tir cip nhin cudi duge gin vio nhau, nam kim curong,

“C0 thich caindy a?”” Robyn néi. “Nha Gilbrook da téng’cho t0i sau khi 6i to chirc dam cudi cho con gi ho. Chuyén do kich tinh’ghé ]116n! Khé than
cai mong tay cua Bitty Gilbrook bi gdy ding vao phut cudi va ching t6i da phai ctir mot tryc thing dé cho ngudi lam mong cho ¢6 dy dén...” Chi ta
ngimg lai nhu the chim trong ky trc, roi ngay p tirc lai ndi tiép. “Vay, Rebecca.” Chi ta hd hoi ndi véi toi va t6i khong thé khong hd hoi lai. “Co gai may
mén, quA may mén. N6i cho t6i di, ¢6 c6 tan hudng timg phit gidy khong?”

“Um...”

“Nhur t6i van luén néi, tuin dau tién sau khi dinh hon s& 1 khoang thoi gian quy gia nhit. C6 can nhAm nhép nd.”

“Thyc ra, by gio da i vai tudn rdi...”

“Hay nhdm nhap nd,” Robyn ndi, gio mdt ngén tay lén. “Hay d&m minh trong d6! Nhur i van luén n6i, khong ai khéc c6 thé co duge nhimg ky trc nay
cho c6.”

“Vang, duoc thoil” Toi cudi toe toét ndi. “Tdi s&. ... ddm minh trong d6!”

“Trude khi ching ta bét dau,” Elinor ndi, “bac phai dua cho chau cai ndy.” Ba ta luc ti va dat mot cai thiép moi lén ban.
Cai gl day?

Ba Elinor Sherman

tran trong kinh moi quy vi...

Oi chao. Elinor s& t chire mot bita ti€c dinh hdn! Cho chung t6i!

“Chua oil” Toi nging kén. “Um... cam on bac. Chau khong biét 1 ching ta s& t6 chire tiéc dinh hon!”

“Bac da ban véi Luke.”

“Thét sa0? Anh 4y chira bao gid n6i lai véi chau.”

“Chéc n6 quén mét.” Elinor cudi lich sy va lanh king véi t61. “Bac s& chuyén mot tap thé niy dén cin ho ctia hai dtra va chéu c6 thé moi mot vai nguoi
ban. Khoang... 10 nguoi di.”

“Um... 0... camon bac.”
“Bay gid, chiing ra s& udng mdt chit champagne dé chic mimg ch?”
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“Dling 1a mdt y twong dang yéu!” Robyn n6i. “Nhur t6i van ludn néi, néu khong an mimg vi d4m cudi thi dn mimg vi céi gi chir?” Chi ta mim cudi rang r&
Vi toi va toi curdi lai. Toi co thién cam véi nguroi phu nit nay. Nhung t61 van chura hiéu chi ta lam gi & day.

“Um... t6i dang ban khozn, Robyn a,” ti ngin ngir ndi. “Chi & ddy voi tur cach... mot nha td chirc chuyén nghiép 427

“O khong. Khong, khong, khoooodng,” Robyn Fic dau. “Déy khong phai chuyén cong viéc. Day I chuyén tham hoi. Thoi gios t6i dit vao... tinh yéu tron
ven t6i dat vao cong viéc...”

“Dung thé.” Toi ngdp ngimg liéc nhin Elinor. “Um, van dé ... t6i khong chic minh ¢6 can gifp d& hay khong, Mac d chi that tht...”

“Khong can giip sao?” Robyn nga dAu ra sau khiic khich cudi. “C6 s& khong can gitp sao? Thoi mi! C6 ¢6 biét chuin bi cho mdt dam cudi mét cong
thé ndo khong?”

“Um...”

“Co da lam viéc nay bao gio chua?”’

“Chura, nhumg,..”

“C6 rat nhiéu c6 gai ciing nghii nhur ¢6,” Robyn ndi, gat gil. “C6 ¢6 biét nhitng ¢b gai ndy | ai khong?”

“Um..”



“Ho 1 nhitng nguoi cudi cling vuc miit vao banh cudi ctia minh khoc nire nd, vi d bi cang thing dén mirc khong tan hudng duoc niém vui! C6 ¢6 mubn
trd thanh bon ho khong?”

“Khong!” Toi hét hoang noi.

“Ding thé! Tét nhién c6 khong mubn thé!” Chi ta ngdi lai, nhin ctr nhur thé mot ¢6 gido ma 16p hoc ctia minh cudi ctng cting lam dugc phep tinh 2 cong
2. “Rebecca nay, t6i € gitip 6 gat bo ganh néing do. Toi s& chiu dyng nhitng con dau dau, cong viée nang nhoc, ndi cang thing tot cling cia viée t0
chirc... A, champagne dén rdi!”

Co I8 chi ta co ly, t6i nghil trong i nguoi phue vu ban rét champange cho ba ching t61. C6 1€ nhén sy giip d& mot chit cting hay. Mac du khong hiéu
chi ta s&€ hop tac voi me t6i the nao...

“Toi s& trd thanh ngurdi ban t6t nhit cta co, Becky a,”” Robyn n6i, mim cuoi rang 1 voi toi. “Pén lc ¢d cudi, toi s& Méu c{) hon c& ngudi ban than nhit
ctia ¢d. Moi ngurdi van goi phurong phap ctia t6i la khong chinh thong; ho bao t6i tré' nén gan giii qua. Nhung khi ho thay két qua...”

“Robyn khong ¢ dbi thi trong thanh phd ndy,” Elinor néi, ubng mdt ngum champagne, va Robyn mim cuoi khiém t6n.

“Véy bét d4u tir nhitng viéc can ban nhit nhé,” chi ta néi, va 10i ra mot cubn s6 bia da to ding. “Dam cudi vao ngiy 22 thang Sau...”
“Ving.”

“Rebecca va Luke...”

A 2

“Ving,
“Tai khach san Plaza...”

*“Sao co?” Toi nhin chi ta trimg trimg, “Khong, d6 khdng phai...”

“Vay 14 ¢ tiéc an va am I8 & d6?” Chi ta ngéng Ién nhin Elinor.

“Toi nghi thé,” Elinor ndi, gt dau. “Nhu vay s& d& dang hon.”

“Xin 16i...”

“Vay I8 cudi s& & Phong Pai tiéc chtr?”” Chi ta viét nguéch ngoac gi d6 mdt Iic. “Va 1di s& dimg tiéc & Ballroom. Tuyét qua. Bao nhiéu ngudi?”
“Cho chit!” t6i noi, it tay 1én cudn s ghi chép ciia chi ta. “Hai ngudi dang ndi chuyén gi thé?”

“Pam cudi cua chau,” Elinor. Vi con trai bac.”

“O khach san Plaza,” Robyn hio himg n6i. “Toi khong can ndi véi cd 1 c6 may méin thé nao khi chon dugc ngiy mong mudn chir! Thit may mén mot
khach hang ctia t6i vira huty, vi the t61 mdi ¢ the thu xép ngay cho co va...”

“T6i s€ khong cudi & khach san Plaza!”

Robyn nhin Elinor sic lanh, may nhuéng kén lo Eing, “T6i nghi ba da néi chuyén voi John Ferguson roi?””

“T6i n6i 161, Elinor quéa quyét néi. “T6i ndi chuyén véi dng ta hom qua.”

“Tt rdi! Boi nhur hai vi biét ddy, ching t6i luon kin lich. M6t dam cu6i & Plaza trong vong chura dén nim théng nita sao? Vai nha t6 chirc dam cudi khac
s€ don gian ndi Ia khong thé! T6i khong phai nha to chirc cudi d6. Toida timg to chirc mot dam cudi trong co ba ngay. Ba ngay! Tat nhién, do Ia mot
dam cudi trén bién, viée d6 ciing hoi khac...”

“Y bac I g, sao khach san Plaza lai dugc dat 0i?” Toi x0ay nguoi trén ghé “Béc Elinor, ching chau s& cudi ¢ Oxshott. Bac biét bon chau dinh thé

ma.

“Oxshott 42 Robyn nhiu nay. “T6i khong biét chd d6. Chd d6 ¢ nong thon a2

“Chi 1 vai ké hoach nhét thoi,” Elinor thd bao noi. “May cai d6 hity dé dang thoi ma.”

“P6 khong phai 1 ké hoach nhét thoi!” Téi nhin Elinor chiim chidm day gian dir. “Va méy cai d6 khong thé bi hity bo.”

“Hai nguoi biét ddy, 10i cam théty khong khi ¢ ddy hoi céing thang,” Robyn vui vé& noi. “Vi thé t0i s& di goi vai cudc dién thoai...” Chi ta cam dién thoai di
dong Ién va di ra phia ngoai nha hang, con lai Elinor va t6i nhin nhau cham cham

Toi hit tho tht sau, c¢d ging gitt binh tinh. “Bac Elinor ndy, chéu s& khong cudi & New York. Chau s& cudi ¢ nha chau. Me chau da bat dau to chirc rdi.



Bac biet me chau da chuan bi roi.”

“Hai dira s& khong t6 chirc dam cudi & mot san vron khong ai biét no d6 & Anh,” Elinor qua quyét. “Chau biét Luke [ ai khong? Chau biét bac 1 ai
khong?”

“Viée d9 thi co lién quan gi chu?”

“Véi mdt ngudi ¢ tri théng minh tdi thiéu thoi, chiu ciing da 1 qua ngo nghéch 161" Elinor udng mdt ngum champange. “Ddy 14 sur kién xa hoi quan
trong nhat trong cude doi ching ta. N6 phai dugc t6 chirc hoan hao. Mot cach phung phi. KhachsanPlaza [ dia diém Iy twong dé t6 chirc dam cudi.
Chau han biét diéu do chir.”

“Nhung me chau da bét dau td chirc vide cudi roL”

“Thiba ﬁy 6 thé dung viéc chuép bi lai. Rebecca, me chiu s& rit biét on néu co thé trit bo duoe viée t chire nay. Khong can phai ndi, bac s& tai trg
toan bd sy kién nay. Ba ay co thé tham dy voi tu cach khach moi.”

“Me chau s& khong mudn tham du vai tur cach khach moi. D6 1a dam cudéi ctia con gaibal Ba mudn 1 chit tiée cudi! Ba mubn td chirc nd!”

“Vdy,” mdt giong ndi vui vé chen ngang, “Chiing ta da thng nhat chura?”” Robyn quay trd lai ban, cat di dong di.

“T6i da hen dé ching ta dén xem Phong Dai tiéc sau bira trwa hém nay,” Elinor lanh Ring néi. “Tdi s& Ay kim vui ming néu it nhét ¢6 du lich sy di cling
voi chiing t61 xemno thé nao.”

T6i nhin ba ta dy chong dbi, rat mubn ném khan an ciia minh va n6i khong doi nao. Toi khong thé tin ndi Luke da biét vé viée nay. Thure ra, t6i thiy
muon goi ngay cho anh va noi voi anh chinh xac nhitng gi t6i dang nghi.

Nhung rdi t6i nhé ra anh 4y dang di an trra v6i ban giam ddc... va rdi ciing nhd anh éy da yéu cau toi cho me anh éy mot co hoi Um, duoc rdi. Toi s&
cho ba ta mjt co hoi. Toi s& di cing va xem cai phong do, va di loanh quanh va git dau lich sy va khong néi gi ca. Rdi thi nay, t6i s& ndi véi ba ta mot
cach lich sy khong kém ring t6i s& van cudi & Oxshott.

“Puoc a,” cudi cling t6i ciing Ién tiéng.

“Tbt!” Miéng Elinor nhich ra vai milimét. “Ching ta goi mon chir?”

Trong sudt bita trua, Elipor va Robyn néi chuyén veé tAt ca géc damcudi & pr York HB ho da timg dén, con toi ling € an, khang cy lai tAt ca nhitng
161 moi goi ctia bon ho d€ kéo t61 vao cude noi chuyén do. O bén ngoai t01 diém dam the nhung trong long t6i dang gién s6i kén sing suc. Sao Elinor dam
ap dat? Sao ba ta dam ty thué nha 6 chirc cudi ma khong them hoi y kin t6i? Sao ba ta dam goi khu vuron ctia me 61 12 “mdt cai san vuron khong ai
biet” chir?

Ba ta ding la mt con bo cai thich thoc mili vao chuyén cta nguoi khac, va néu ba ta nghi t6i s& Iy chdng & mdt khach san hoanh trang, xa la ndo do &
New York thay vi to chirc ¢ nha voi tat ca ban bé va nguoi thin trong gia dinh thi ba ta phai nghi lai.

Ching t6i an trua xong, ttr chdi khau ca phé, va tién thing ra ngoai. D6 1 mdt ngay trong knh va gi6 thdi hiu hiu véi nhitg d4m may hrét nhanh trén bau
troi xanh ngit.

Khi ching t6i di bo dén khach san Plaza, Robyn mim cudi voi toi. “Toi ¢ thé hiéu diroc néu 6 hoi cang thing mot chit. Chuyén cudi xin rit cing thing,
diic biét cudi & New York. Mot vai khach hing ctia t6i tro nén rat dé. . . xtic dong, chiing ta c6 thé ndi nhur vay.”

Toi khong dinh t6 chirc dam cudi & New York! T6i mudn hét lén. Toi dang chuan bi dam cudi & Oxshott! Nhung thay vi d6 t6i chi mim cudi va noi,
“Chac vay.”

“Toi c6 mdt khéich hang déic biét rét kh tinh...” Robyn thé dai. “Nhung nhur t6i n6i, d6 | mdt viéc rit cang théing... A. Ching ta t6i rdi! Khong phai mdt
khung canh rat an tuong sao?”’

Khi nging kén nhin it tién sang trong ctia khach sanPlaza, t0i phéi mién cudng thit nhén rang nhin n6 khé dugc. N6 stmg siing néim trén Quéng trudng
Plaza nhur cai banh cudi vy, véi nhitng 14 cd bay phap phdi phia trén cong vao do s§ c6 mai vom.

“C6 da bao gio di dam cudi o day chura?”” Robyn hoi.

“Chura. Toi chua bao gio vao bén trong cd.”

“Al Nao... ching ta vao trong di....” Robyn noi, dan Elinor va t6i kn cac bac tam cap, di qua méiy ngudi gic clra mic dong phuc, qua ctra xoay tron, va
di vao tién sanh rong thénh thang c6 trdn cao va trang tri rat cong phu, san nha bang da cam thach, va nhitng cot ma vang khong 6. Ngay true mit
ching t6i la mot khu vure séang sta duoc trang tri bang nhitng cay co va gian mét c40 noi ngudi ta udng ca phé, mot cai dan hac dang vang tiéng va nhitng
ngudi phuc vu ban miic dong phyc mau ghi xdm di lai voi vi v6i nhirg 4m ca phé bang bac.

Toi nghi, néu t6i thanh thue, carh nay ciing thuc sy it 4n tuong,



“Pén day di,” Robyn noi, cam Iy tay i va dan ching t6i dén cai cau thang dugc rao day bao vé. Chita thao mit soi ddy bao vé rit ning ra va chiing
t01 di 1én cai cau thang hoanh trang, 161 di qua mot cai hanh lang d6 s¢ bang da cam thach khac. Moi noi t6i nhin thay déu dugc trang tri cong phu, d6 co,
céc birc tranh treo turong, nhitng cai dén chiim to nhat ma t6i timg nhin thay...

“PAy | 6ng Ferguson, giam déc diéu hanh ctia bd phan phuc wy.”

Khong hiéu tir dau ra, mdt ngwdi dan ong banh bao vin 40 khodc wira xudt hién. Ong ta bét tay t6i va mim cudi hd hdi véi toi.

“Chao mimg ¢6 dén voi khach san Plaza, ¢ Rebecca! Va cho phép t6i duoc ndi, ¢6 vira mbi ra mdt quyét dinh rat sang sudt. Khong c6 gi trén doi nay
sanh duoc vo1i mot dam cudi & Plaza.”

“Puing vay!” t6i lich sy noi. “Um, n6 ¢6 vé 1 mdt khach san rat dep...”

“Cho dtiudc vong ctia ¢ 1 gi, di gidc mo dang mén ctia c6 1 g, ching t6i s& m moi thir ¢6 thé dé thure hién nd gitip c6. Phai khong, Robyn?”

“Ding thé!”” Robyn néi day tur hao. “C6 khong thé giao nd cho ai tdt hon dau.”

“Ching ta s& di xem Pai sanh trude chir?” Mit 6ng Ferguson anh Ién. “Day 1a can phong noi dién ra 1& cu6i. Toi nghii c6 s& thich n6.”

Ching t0i quay lai hanh lang d0 so bang da cAm thach va 6ng ta mo mdt canh cira hai lop, 1o chiing t6i bude vao mt can phong khong 16, xung quanh
1a nhitng bao lon trang O dang kia 11 mot dai phun mrdc bang da camthach, ¢6 nhimg bac thém lén mot khu vy cao hon. Khép 101 t6i nhin, moi nguoi
dang di lai voi va, cam hoa va treo rém che va dat nhiing chiéc ghe twa ma vang thanh tirng hang trén mot tAm tham dwoc dét hoa tiét rat ciu ky.

Oi chao.

Thye sy noi nay... kha duoc.

Oi, quy tha ma bat. N6 tuyét ctii meo.

“Co that may nin!” Ong Ferguson hd hoi noi. “Ching t6i ¢6 mot ddm cudi vao thir Bay, vi thé ¢6 c6 thé xem cin phong ‘dang hoat dong’, nhur 1 ic nd
duoc t0 chire.”

“Hoa dep qua,” Robyn lich swr n6i, 1di rueén vé phia t6i thi thim, “Chiing t6i con ¢6 nhidu loai dc biét hon nhur thé nay rét nhiu.”

ic bigt hon thé ndy sa0? Ching  nhitng b hoa to nhéit, hoanh trang nhét ma t6i duoc nhin thiy trong doi. Nhimg bong hong, tulip, va hoa lys... va
nhitng bong phong lan dang i xuong kia sao?

“Vay, c6 s& di qua nhitng céi cira hai I6p nay,” Robyn n6i, dan toi didoc dai sanh, “Va 10 dan kén s& choi... hodc 1 kén trompet... ¢ thich gi cling
duogc... Co s& dung lai & trudc cira, chinh lai dudi vay, chup vai ki€u anh. Va r6i dan nhac giao hudng bo day s€ bat dau...”

“Dan nhac giao huong b diy sao?” Toi ndi to, day ngo ngic.

“T6i da noi chuyén voi dan nhac New York Phil,” chi ta néi véi Elinor. “Ho dang kiém tra lai lich Iwu dién ctia ho, vi vay, hily cAu may thoi...”
Dan nhac New York Phil sao?

“Co dau vao thir Bay s& c6 bay nguoi choi dan hac,” 6ng Ferguson ndi. “Va mit tay solo soprano tir ban The Met.”

Robyn va Elinor nhin nhau.

“Nay, do6 ciing i mt ¥ tudng,” Robyn N6, véi tay Iy s ghi chép. “Toi s& nghi xem thé ndo.”

“Ching ta s& di xem cain phong Barde bay gioy chir?” Ong Ferguson goi y, va dan ching t6i dén mbt céi thang may ¢d, kha Ion.

“Dém trude hom cudi ¢d s& mubn mdt cin ho suite trén i va tin huong cac thiét bi spa,” ong ta vui vé n6i khi ching toi di én. “Rdi vao ngdy do, ¢d ¢6
thé dua nhitng nguoi m toc va trang diém chuyén nghiép ctia riéng minh dén.” Ong ta mim cudi. “Nhung t6i nghi c6 da nghi ¢én viée d6 rdi.”

A

“T6L.. &...” Toi dién cudng nghi @én hinh anh Janice va phong cach trang diém twroi tin cho ¢6 dau mia xuan. “Chéic thé...”

“Céc khach moi s& duge phuc vu cocktail khi di qua hang lang,” Robyn giai thich khi ching t6i roi thang mdy. “Va day Ia can phong Bardc, noi cac mon
khai vi ngudi s€ dugc phyc vu trude khi ching ta di vao Phong Khiéu vii Lon. Toi hy vong c6 chura nghi dén mon khai vi ngudi.”

“Vang... trm... ¢d biét ddy...” Toi dang dinh n6i ai ciing thich xtic xich loai mini.
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“Ch:img han nhur,” chi ta noi tiép, ¢6 ¢6 thé can nhic mon tring ca mudi, hau nudng, mdt ban toan mon Dia Trung Hai, sushi, ¢6 thé

“Diing thé,” t6i nghen thd. “Nghe... nghe duge do.”



“Va toan bd khong gian c6 thé duoc trang tri lai theo bat ctr chil dé ndo ma ¢6 mudn.” Chi ta chi quanh can phong, “Ching t6i ¢6 thé bién n6 thanh mot
carnaval & Venice, mjt khu viron Nhat Ban, mot da tiéc thoi Trung c0... bat cir noi nao theo tri tudng tirgng ctia ¢d!”

“Va 161 di vao phong Phong Khiéu vii Lon dé t chirc tiéc cudi chinh!” Ferguson soi nol n6i. Ong ta dAy canh ctra hai 16p ra va... 6i Chiia oi. Can phong
ndy trang 16 nhat trong tit ca cac phong. N6 duroc son toan miu tréng va vang, véi tran cao va nhitng san khiu nho, va nhitng chiéc ban dwoc dit trén
san nhay bong loang, rong thénh thang,

“P6 13 noi ¢6 va Luke s& dan vii hoi,” Robyn vui vé n6i. “Toi ludn luén n6i, d6 1 khoanh khéc t6i thich nhét trong 18 cudi. Budc nhay dau tién.”
Toi liéc nhin san nha bong loang, va bdng nhién mudng tugng canh Luke va t0i xoay tron gitta dnh nén va moi ngudi déu tram trd.

Va bay cai dan hac.

Va dan nhac New York Phil.

Va trimg ca mudi... v hau.. va cockrail...

“Rebecca, cd 6n chir?” ong Ferguson hoi, dot nhién nhin nét mt toi.

“T6i nghi ¢d 4y hoi bi choéng ngop,” Robyn néi va khé cuoi. “Camnhan qua nhiéu thir, phai khong?”

“Um... dtng. Toi nghi thé.”

T6i hit thés tht sau va quay di mot ic. OK,, dimg dé bi du dd. Tt ca nhiing thir ny hio nhoang tht, nhung ti s& khong bi lay dong teo nao dau. Toi
da quyet dinh s€ cudi & Anh - va t6i s€ lam the. Két thic cau chuyén.

Ngoai trir viéc... hdy nhin tt ca nhimg thir nay di.

“C5 lai ngdi xudng dl,” Robyn Noi, vo nhe vao ca1 ghe ma vang bén canh chi ta. “Nao, t6i biét 14 c6 nghi moi viéc chiic van con xa voi im. Nhung ching
61 khé kin lich.... vi thé t6i chi mudn néi véi cd vé ké hoach tong thé dam cudi ctia ¢6. Mong mudn ctia ¢ 1 gi? Cai gi, dbi voi co, I biéu tuong cua sy
Jang man thudn k!ne}? Rét nhiéu khéch hang ctia ching t6i ndi Scarlett va Rliett, hay Fred va Ginger...” Chi ta nhin t6i voi anh miét sang ruc, chiéc but cia
chi ta dat ¢ tu the san sang trén trang gidy.

Chuyén nay di dii xa roi. Toi phai n6i véi ngudi phu nit niy rang chéng cd viéc ndo trong nhitng chuyén nay s& thanh hién thue, ¢6 1én, Becky. Hay quay
lai thure tai di.

“Toi...”

“Vang.”

“To6i lubn udn yéu cai két ctia chuyén Cong chia ngi trong rimg, khi ho nhay cting nhau,” t6i nghe minh dang noi.

“V& ba I&,” Elinor tan thanh.

“Khdng, thuc ra, y chau Ia... bd phim ctia Disney.”

“Oil” Robyn nhin bbi rdi mdt lic. “Téi can phai xem lai cai d6 lan nita! Unn... t6i chéic chéin n6 s& rat truyén cam...”

Chi ta bt du viét vao sd va t6i cin moi.

Toi phai dirg tit ca chuyén nay lai. C5 Ién. N6i gi d6 dil

Vimdt Iy do ndo d6 miéng t6i ngam chét lai. Toi nhin quanh, nhin cai trdn nha ubn hwon; 16p ma vang; nhitng chiéc dén chim lp lnh.

Robyn ddi theo nh mét cta t0i va mim cuoi. “Becky, ¢ biét khong, c6 thire swr a mdt ¢b gai rit may niin.” Chi ta ndng nhiét siét chit tay t6i. “Ching

1

ta & rat vui diy!
ok
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Chwong 6

TOI SE KHONG cudi 6 New York. Tat nhién t0i s& khong lam vay. Piéu d6 a khong tudng, Toi & to chirc cudi ¢ nha, nhur da duyr dinh, voi mot cai
rap vai that dep ¢ trong vuron. Hoan toan khong ¢ ly do gi dé thay doi ke hoach cua t6i ca. Hoan toan khong.

Ngoai trir. .. nd s& rit tuyét. Budc di gitta hai hang ghé trude sy chimg kién ctia bon trim nguoi, theo tiéng nhac ctia dan nhac giao huong b6 day, voi
hoa bai tri dep d& & khéip noi. T6i van ludn mo wée ¢ mdt dam cudi hoanh trang, dep nhur no, gidng ctia cong nurong Diana nhung nghf ring viée d6
ndm ngoai tim voi ctia minh. Y t6i 1, gidc mo Ngdy trong dai ctia Becky da bién thanh sy that.

RO tat ca ching t6i clng ngdi xudng in bita t6i tuyét vo cing... Robyn dira cho t6i mAy méu thue don t6i, va d6 an nay! Tom him cta bang Maine Am
thanh hinh hoa hong... Nudc ding 1am tir murde hap chim an kém véi thit chim tri bam vién... Gao trang trdn voi hat thong. ..

Toi biét hang phuc vu dd an cao cip Oxshott va Ashtead t6t - nhung t6i khong chéc ho biét hat thong | gi dau. (Th thuc, 16i ciing khong biét. Nhung
dau cé gi quan trong,)

Va ¢6 k& Elinor ¢6 1Y, me t0i s& cam thiy biét on néu ching t6i triit bo moi kho khéin khoi tay ba. Ding. C6 16 ba dang cam théy viée chuan bj nay mét
moi hon ba tuong. Co I& i ndy ba da wde rang minh da khong tinh nguyén lam hét moi viée. Néu ching t6i cudi ¢ khach sanPlaza thi ba s& khong phai
lam gi ¢4, chi viéc c6 mat. Thémnita bo me s€ khong phai tra cho bat ctr thir gi. Y t6i 14, viéc d6 ciing gitip bo me nhicu ma!

Vi vy ngay khi quay lai Barneys, i Ay dién thoai di dong ra va bim s6 goi vé nha. Khi me tra 10i ti c6 thé ving vang nghe thiy tleng nhac két thic ctia
phim Truy bit toi pham, va bdng nhién t6i thiy nhd nha. T6i hinh dung ra canh bd me ngdi do, rém cira duoc kéo lai va 1o sudi chay bing gas dang lp
1oe that am cung,

“Con chao me.”

“Becky a!” me t6i reo Ién. “Me rét vui vi con goi dién! ‘Me dang ¢b fax cho con miy c4i thue don tir phia cong ty phuc vu db an, nhung cai may fax clia
con bi hong. Bo hoi gan day con da kiém tra lai cac giay to chua?”

“Um... con khong biét. Me oi con béo nay...”

“Nay con nghe nay! Chi dau ctia c0 Janice quen vi mjt nguoi lim viéc 6 cong ty in kén bong bay! Co 4y noi néu ching ta mua hai trdm qua bong hodic
hon thé thi ching ta ¢6 thé dugc bom bong mien phi!”

“Tuyét qua! Me nghe ndy, con vira suy nghii vé dam cudi, thuc ra a...”

Sao dot nhién t6i lai cam thiy lo Eing thé nay?

“Sao con? Graham, van nho ti vi cai”

“Bt chot con nghi... ¢6 kha ning” - t6i i Ién cudi - “con va Luke s& cudi & M§!”

‘0 M¥ sa0?” Me t6i im king mdt lic 1au. “Con néi thé 1a sao, & My sao?”

“Con chi m6i nghi thé thoi! Me biét ddy, vi con va Luke di song & day rdi...”

“Con moi chi sdng & d6 mdt néim thoi Becky a!” Me t6i ndi ¢6 vé kha sdc. “Day moi 1 nha ctia con!”
“Um, vang... nhung con chi nghi...” ti ndi yéu 6t.
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Khong biét sao chir i dang hy vong me s& n6i “Thét 1a mdt y tudng tuyét voil” va moi viéc s& trd nén thye sy dé dang.
“Lam sao ching ta c6 thé t6 chirc mjt dam cudi & My dugc?”

“Con khong biét!” Toi nudt khan. “C6 & ching ta ¢6 thé 1im & mdt... mt khach san lon.”

“Khéch san 42 nghe me t6i n6i cir nhur thé t6i bi dién vay.

Va ¢6 18 Elinor s& gitip...” Toi ¢b giing ndi tiép. “Con chéc chén i ba dy s& déng gop... me biét ddy, néu chi phi dét dé hon...”
C6 mdt tiéng hit vao that manh dau day bén kia va toi nhian mit. Chét tiét. L& ra t6i khong bao gio nén nhéc dén Elinor.

“Um Bb me khong cin ba ta déng gop, camon con. B me ¢6 thé t xoay sé tét. Ma dy c6 phai y twéng cuia Elinor khong, chuyén khach san d6? Ba
ta nghi bo me khong thé t6 chirc mot Ié curdira hon a?”’



“Khong!” Toi voi v ndi. “Chi k... ching c6 gi ca! Con chi...”

“Bd nodi, néu ba ta thich khach san thé thi b ta ¢6 thé & mot cai ndo d6 thay vi & voi ching ta.”

Oi Chiia oi. Toi chi dang m moi viée t0i té di.

“Thoi me. .. quén chuyén ny di. D6 chi i mdt ¥ twong ngbe nghéch.” Toi xoa niit. “Vay. . . ké hoach tién trién thé nao rdi me?”

Chung t6i tan giu vai phut nira, va t6i nghe moi chuyén vé mot ong tét bung tir cong ty cho thué rap vai va bao gia cia 6ng ta rét hop Iy ra sao, va con
trai ong ta hoc cung truong voi em ho Alex, khong phai the giéi nho lam sao? Bén cudi cude n6i chuyén, me tdi nghe ¢6 vé hoan toan ngudi ngoai va toan
bd viéc ndi ve khach san & My da bi quén lang,

Toi chao tam biét, tit dién thoai, va thd hét ra. Ping. Puoc, quyét dinh thé di. C6 18 t6i s& goi cho Elinor va néi cho ba ta. Lan lita ching ich gi.

Toi bat dién thoai Ién Jan nita, bAm hai s6, va r6i lai dimng lai.

Tuy nhién - vdi vi ra quyét dinh thi ¢6 ich gi chir?

Y t6i la Jam sao ma minh biét duorc Cole :céi nay bd me t6i s8 ban bag chuyén nay va df)i y. Co B ho s¢ sang fiéy xem thé ndo. C? 1§ néu ho thue su
nhin thay khach san Plaza... néu ho nhin thay chuyén nay s& ky diéu thé nao... xa hoa thé ndo... dep mé hon the nao... t6i khong thé dau hang duoc.
Chura thé lam vay.

Khi t6i vé nha, Luke dang ngdi & ban, nhin nit xem gidy to.

“Anh v& som thé!” Toi noi, hai long,

“Anh c6 vai tai liéu cdn xem qua,” Luke n6i. “Anh nghi c6 thé binh tim va huéng chit yén finh & dy.”

Khi lai gAn t6i nhin thy moi gidy tor déu ¢6 tiéu d& “Quy Elinor Sherman.” Toi md mdm dinh néi gl d6 - rdi ngdm lai ngay.

“Vay,” anh n6i, nging Ién r6i kh& mim cudi, “em nghi thé no vé khéch san Plaza?”

“Anh da biét chuyén d6 sao?”” Téi nhin anh cham cham

“U. Tt nhién rdi. Néu khong phéi c6 hen an trra thi anh da di cing em.”

“Nhung, Luke ndy..” Toi hit thd sau, ¢6 ging khong to ra thai qua. “Anh biét ddy, me emdinh t6 chirc cudi & Anh”

“C6 sém qua khong, ding vay chia?”

“L& ra anh khong nén 1én ké hoach gap nhur thé!”

“Me anh chi nghif @6 I cach tot dé 1am em ngac nhién. Anh ciing nghi vay.”

“Lam em simg sdt, ¥ anh 1 thé 42 T6i gian dir dap tra, va Luke nhin toi, bdi rbi

“Em khong thich khach san Plaza sao? Anh da nghif em s& bi chong ngop co diy!”

“Tét nhién em thich n6. Nhung vén dé khong phai ¢ d6.”

“Anh biét em da luon mong mudn c6 mdt ddm cudi that Ion, hoanh trang, Khi me anh dé nghi sé’dl'rng ra t6 chirc mot dam cudi & khach san Plaza, viée
d6 nhu mHt mdn qua vay. Thure ra, lam em ngac nhién 3 y trong ctia anh. Anh d nghi em s€ thay thich thi.”

Nhin anh hoi mét himg va ngay lap tirc cam gic t6i 161 lan toa khip ngudi toi. Chua bao gios t6i nghi Luke da quan tim dén toan bd chuyén nay.
“Luke, em thAy thich thii ma! Chi vi... em khong nghi me em s& vui Eim néu ching ta t6 chirc cu6i & My dau.”

“Em khong lim ba dbi y duoc a?”

“Khong dé thé dau. Me anh hoi bj cao tay dy, anh biét khong...”

“Cao tay? Ba chi ¢b ging gifip chiing ta to chirc mt dam cudi tuyét voi thoi”

“Néu thuc sy me anh mudn vay, ba cd thé giip ching ta td chirc mdt dam cudi tuyét voi & Anh,” t6i chi ra. “Hodc ba c6 thé giL'lp”b(A) me em- va tit ca
ho ¢6 thé cung t6 chirc mdt dam cudi tuyét voi! Nhung thay vao d6, ba lai ndi cai varon ctia ho 13 ‘mdt céi sin viron khong tén tuoi’!”” Cam gidc oan gidn
buing chdy trong t6i lan nita khi t6i nhé lai céi giong tho 16 ctia Elinor.



“Anh chéc ba khong cd ¥...”
“Chi vi n6 khong 6 trung tim New York! Y em 13, ba 4y khong hé biét g v& n6 ca!”

“OK, duoc 10" Luke vi vil noi. “Anh hiéu y em rdi. Em khong mudn d4m cudi d6. Nhung néu em hoi anh thi anh s& noi me anh dang cuc ky hao
phong. Viéc yéu cau dugc chi trd cho mdt ddm cudi ¢ Plaza cong thém viéc ba dang t6 chitc cho ching ta mdt tiéc mirg dinh hon kha xa hoa...”

“Ai n6i em mubn mot tiéc dinh hon xa hoa chir?”” T tra miéng trurde khi kip ngin minh lai.
“Thé khong phai hoi th 1§ sa0?””

“C6 It emkhong quan tam dén sy hao nhoang va xa hoa va. .. vé nhirng thir vt chit! C6 1& gia dinh quan trong hon ddi voi em! Va truyén thong .. va...
va danh dg. Anh biét khong, Luke, chiing ta chi ¢ trén hanh tinh ndy rat ngan ngi thoi...”

“ba r(‘A)i!i’ Luke gin dit n6i. “Em thing rdi! Néu viée nay thic sw a van dé, hiy quén né di! Néu em khong mudn dén bira tiéc mimg dinh hon em ¢6 thé
khong céan phai dén va chung ta s& cudi & Oxshott. Gio thi vui chua?”

“Em...” Toi dudi dan, va xoa miii. T4t nhién, d6 1 mot o1 & nghi khé tuyét. Va néu toi c6 thé bang cach nao d6 thuyét phuc dugc bd me, c6 18 tat ca
chiing t61 s& c6 thoi gian tuyét voi nhat trong doi.

“Chuyén to chirc cudi & Oxshott khong phéi i van dé quan trong,” cubi ciing t6i ciing Ién tiéng, “Van dé 1a. .. 1a. .. dwa ra mdt quyét dinh ding. Nghe
emnay, chinh anh 14 nguoi néi khong phai voi vang gi ma...”

Veé mat Luke diu lai, va anh dung én.
“Anh biét.”” Anh 4y thd dai. “Nghe ny, Becky, anh xin 161.”
“Em ciing xin 161, t6i im bam

“Oi, chuyén ny that nurc cudi.” Anh vong tay quanh ngudi va hon Ién trén t6i. “TAt ca nhing gi anh mudn 12 t5 chire cho em mdt dam cuéi ma em hing
mo. Néu em thuce su khong mudn cudi & khach sanPlaza thi tat nhién chiing ta s€ khong cuéi & d6.”

“Thé con me anh?”

“Ching ta chi viéc giai thich voi ba V& cam giac clia em.” Luke nhin t6i mot Itc. “Becky nay, anh khong quan trong ching ta cudi ¢ dau. Khong quan
trong chiing ta s& ¢ hoa mau hong hay hoa mau xanh. Diéu quan trong d6i vdi anh 1a chiing ta thanh mdt doi - va ca thé gidi sé bict dicu do.”

Neghe giong anh that chiic chdn va viing tAm, t6i bdng cam thiy nghen ngio noi c6 hong,

“P6 ciing mbi 14 diéu quan trong dbi véi em,” t6i ndi, va nghen ngio. “P6 1 diéu quan trong nhat.”

“OK. Viy chiing ta thong nht nhé. Em c6 thé ra quyét dinh. Chi can néi cho anh chd anh can ¢6 mit - va anh s& & d6.”
“OK.” T6i mim cui lai v6i anh. “Em hira s& bao trude cho anh it nhat bon muroi tim tiéng dong hd.”

“Hai tur tiéng i dwoc rdi.”” Anh lai hon t6i rdi chi tay vé phia ti bup phé. “Nhan tién, c4i d6 vira dén. Qua mimg dinh hon.”
Toi liéc sang va ha hc mdm. DO 1 mdt cai hdp miu xanh lo, duoc cot bang ruy bang mau triing, Mot mon qua tir Tiffany!
“Emmo ra duoc chir?”

‘Mo di.”

Rét héo hirc t6i théo ruy béing ra, m chiéc hop va thy ci bit thiiy tinh mau xanh nude bién dugc boc trong Iop gy n, va mot tAm thigp viét “Véi
nhig 101 chiic tot dep nhat ttr Marty va Alison Gerber.”

“Oi chao! Caindy dep qua! Gia dinh Gerber 1 ai vy anh?”
“Anh khong biét. Ban ctia me anh.”
“Vay... moi nguoi dén du tiéc déu mang theo qua ting ching ta sao anh?”

Troi oi. Khi Tomva Lucy t6 chire tiéc mimg dinh hon, chi c6 khoang ba nguroi mang theo qua tang. Va chic hian may mon do khong phai tir Tiffany. Toi
nghi ngoi nhin céi bat, cham nhe ngdn tay én bé mit bong loang ctia nd.

Ban biét ddy, c6 1& Luke n6i ding. C6 I& s& hoi tho 16 néu quing sw hio phéng ctia Elinor thing vao mit ba ta.



OK, viéc t6i s& am I, t6i s& chd cho dén khi tiéc mimg dinh hon xong xudi. Va khi d6 t6i s& quyét dinh.

Bita tiéc dinh hon dién ra vao séu gios toi thir Sau tun sau. Toi dinh dén d6 sém nhung rdi ching t6i c6 mot ngaty dién cudng & chd lmy, ¢6 tan ba vu
khén cp can giai quyét - mdt vu lién quan dén vi khach hang minh tinh kho tinh nhét ctia chiing t6i, ¢6 ta chéc hén chua virot qua vu chia tay méi day
ctia minh, di ¢6 ta 6 n6i gi trén tap chi People thi ciing thé thoi. Thoi, di sao thi t6i ciing ¢6 mit & d6 lic sau gid murdi, cam thiy hoi kho chiu. Nhung
duoc céi t6i dang miic mdt bd dAm dé vai tran miu den dep tuyét va rit vira van. (Thue ra nd duge danh cho Regan Hartman, mot trong nhitng khéch
hang ctia toi. Nhung t6i s& chi viée n6i véi ¢d 4y rang toi nghii nd khong hop véi ¢o 4y teo nio.)

Can ho cao cép cta Elinor ndm trong mit toa nha to vi dai & Park Avenue voi sanh vao rong ménh mong duoc lit da cAmthach va trong thang may c6
dat cay 6c cho udn toa ra mii huong that dat tién. Khi bude ra khoi ting séu toi c6 thé nghe thdy sy huyén ndo va tiéng dan duong cam ving ving. C6
mdt hang dai ngudi dang dimg xép hang & cira, va t6i lich sy doi phia sau mdt d6i vo chdng cao tudi dang méic 4o khodc Iong cing tong mau. Toi ¢6 thé
nhin thdy ciin ho bat sang dén va c6 vé da chat nich ngudi.

Thanh thue ma noi, t6i chura bao gio thue sy thich can hd ctia Elinor. Ca cén hd dugce son mau xanh nhat, voi nhitng chiée sofa boc vai lya va rém ctra
ning triu va nhitng birc tranh budn té nhét thé gi6i treo trén turdng, Toi khong tin ba ta thure sy thich bat cir birc ndo trong d6. Thure ra, t6i nghi ba ta
tham chi khéng nhin vio bét cir burc ndo.

“Xin chao.” Mot giong noi cat ngang suy nghil ciia ti va t6i nhn ra minh d4 tién Ién phia ddu hang, Mot phy ni van quan 4o vest den, tay cam mot bia
kep hd so, dang mim cuoi rat chuyén nghiép véi toi.

“Lam on cho t6i biét quy danh ctia ¢6.”
“Rebecca Bloonwood,” t6i n6i rat khiém nhuong, hy vong c6 ta s& ha hdc mdm ra, hay tham chi vui sudng vi nhan ra toi.

“Bloormwood... Bloomwood...” C6 niy nhin xudng danh sch, It sang trang khéc, rdi lAn ngén tay xudng phia dudi trrde khi ngéng Ién. “Toi khong tim
thiy tén ¢6.”

“Thét sa0?”” T6i nhin c6 ta chiim chim. “Chéc chéin n6 phéi & dau dé!”

“Toi & tim lai I nita. .. Ngwoi phu it Jai in lén phia du danh sach va déo mit thit chim “Khong c6,” cudi cling ¢6 ta cling kn tiéng “Xin 161, t0i ¢ |y
khong c6.” C6 ta quay sang phia mdt phu nit toc vang vira bude lai gan. “Xin chao! Lam on cho t6i biét quy danh ctia ¢6.”

“Nhung... nhung... bita tiéc ndy danh cho t6i!”
“Vanessa Dillon.”

“A vAng,” ngudi phu nit gic & ctra ndi, va cudi troi réi gach tén ctia ba ta. “Xin moi vao trong. Ngudi phuc vu s& ¢6 cét o khoac cho ¢d. C6 imon
budc sang mit bén duge chir?” ¢6 ta lanh ing n6i véi toi. “Co dang chan 16i di day.”

“C0 phai cho t6i vao! Toi Rlﬁi co trong danh sach!” Toi liéc vao bén trong, hy vong s& nhin thiy Luke, hay tham chi 1 Elinor ciing dwoc - nhung chi 1
mot dam ngudi toi khong hé quen biet. “Lam on di! Thanh thyre t6i phai & day!”

Ngudi phu nit mic d6 den thd dai. “Co c6 mang theo gidy moi khong?”

“Khong! Toi khong ¢ gidy moi. Toi ... ngudi dinh hon!”
“La ai c0?” C6 ta nhin t6i khong hiéu gi.

“Bita tiéc ndy danh cho t6i! Va Luke... 6i Chiia oi...” Toi lai nhin vao bén trong lin nita va dot nhién t6i nhin thiy Robyn, dang méc mdt 4o dinh cuom
mau bac va mot chan vay bong bénh.

“Robyn!” Téi goi, & dat nhét ¢6 thé. “Robyn! Ho khong cho t6i vao!”

“Becky!” Mt Robyn rang rdy héin Ién. “Cubi ciing thi ¢6 ciing t6il”” Chi ta vy tay ra hi¢u that vui vé vdi ly champagne trong tay, con tay kia ddy hai ngudi
dan 6ng mac do da ti€c ra khdi duong cua toi. “Nhanh Ién nao ngudi dep ctia démda tiéc!”

“Co thiy chua?”” Toi khodi trd n6i. “Toi khong ¢b vao chui! Bira tiéc ndy duoc tb chirc danh cho i

Neudi phu nit toc vang hoe nhin t6i chdm chim mdt hdi lau - 16i nhin vai. “OK. C6 ¢6 thé vao trong. Nguoi phuc vu s& cat o khodc cho co. Co ¢o
mang theo qua chit?”

Qua 4? Cb ta khong nghe thiy t6i ndi gi tir niy dén gidr sao? “Khong, t6i khong mang

Ngudi phy nit d6 tron mét ¢t nhu thé mubn n6i “Piéu d6 ciing d& hiéu” - 1di quay sang ngudi tiép theo trong hang, con t6i voi va di vao trude khi ¢o ta
doiy.

“Toi khong thé & lai Au durgc,” Robyn ndi khi t6i di cing chi ta. “Toi con phai i dén ba bira tiéc dién tip nira. Nhung ti thure sy mudn gip co toi nay,
vi 61 c6 mit tin rat tha vi. Mot ngudi to chire sy kién tai ning sap bat tay vao ddm cudi ctia c¢6! Sheldon Lloyd, khong phai ai khac!”



“Chao!” t6i n6i, ¢b ging cho hoa nhip véi tong giong ctia chi ta miic dit t6i khong biét Sheldon Lioyd 1 ai. “Chia oi.”

“Co rét sung sot, ding khong? Dléu 61 van luén n6i 1, néu ban mudn lm gi d6 thi hiy im ngay i ndy! Vi vy t0i d n6i chuyén v6i Sheldon va ching
t01da trao d6i vai y tuong. Anh 4 ay nghii'y twong Nang cong chia ngu trong rimg cta ¢6 that dinh, that dAy. That sy rat doc d4o.” Chi ta nhin quanh va ha
giong xubng, “°Y tuéng ctia anh Ay B. ... ching ta s& bién Phong Pai tiéc thanh mot khu rimg bi phi phép.”

“That sao?”

“Ding thé! Toi thurc sur rat thich thi, ti phéi cho ¢ xem ngay!”” Chi ta mo ti xéch ra 10i ra mdt bire phéc hoa, va tdi nhin nd chéim chéim nhur khong thé
tin noi.

“Ching ta s€ mua nhiing cdy bulo nhap khau tir Thuy STva nhirng vong hoa durgc két bang dén lung linh nhur trong truyén ¢ tich. C6 s& bude di trén
con dudng hai bén trdng rat nhidu cy, nhitng canh cay ra trén dau co. L thong s& toa ra hurong thom tuyét voi khi ¢6 bude di, nhirng bong hoa s€ nd ra
mdt cach that ky diéu khi c6 di ngang qua, va nhitng con chim dwoc hudn luyén s& hot trén dau c6... C6 nghi sao vé mdt con soc dién tir dwoc m nhu
that?”

“Um...” t01 hoi xi miit ra.

“Khong, t0i cling khong chic Am vé diéu d6. OK... b qua méy sinh vt & rimg vay.” Chi ta Ay c4i but ra va viét thém mot muc vao. “Nhung c6 ... n6
s& rat rat tuyét. Co nghi thé khong?”’

“Toi...Um...”
Liéu t6i c6 nén ndi voi chi ta réng toi van chua quyét dinh ¢6 cudi & New York hay khong?
Oi, nhung t6i khong thé. Chi ta s& dimg viéc chuén bi moi thir lai ngay 1ap tirc. Chi ta s& di n6i vi Elinor, va s& loan hét ca kén.

Va vin dé I, tc")i’chéc chén rt cude thi ching t6i ciing di theo hudng khéch san Plaza. Chi cin t6i nghii ra cach thuyét phuc me toi. Y t6i 13, ching toi
dung 1a bi dién néu khéng chon Plaza.

“C6 biét dy, Sheldon da am cho rét nhiéu ngdi sao Hollywood,” Robyn néi, ha giong tham chi con nho hon. “Khi ching ta ggp anh ta, ¢6 c6 thé xem
hd so ctia anh ta. T61 muon ndi rang, nd kha duoc day.”

“Thét sa0?” T6i cam thiy phin khich tot cting, “Nghe toan bo chuyén ndy... rat tuyét!”

"Tot 1di!” Chi ta nhin dong hd deo tay. “Bay g0, t0i phai di ddy. Nhung t6i s€ lién lac lai.” Chi ta siét chat tay t6i, bo ly champagne xudng, roi voi va di

vé phia cira ra vao - va t6i nhin theo chi ta chiim chéim, cam thiy hoi choang vang.

Ngbi sao Hollywood! Y t6i 13, néu me t6i biét viéc do, lidu ba c6 nhin toan bd sur viée khac di khong nhi? Liéu ba c6 nhan ra ddy 1 mdt co hoi tuyét voi

khong nhi?

Vén dé ric r6i k t0i hoan toan khong thé Hy ndi diing khi dé dé cap dén chi d& do mdt an nita. Toi thdm chi con khong dém ndi cho b bit vé bita tiéc

ndy. Ba s& chi tirc gidn dap, “Khong phai Elinor nghi ching ta khong thé to chirc mjt bira tiéc mimg dinh hon chir?” hay dai loai nhur vay. Va roi ti thim

chi s& con cam thiy 6i 16i hon. Oi Chiia oi. Toi chi can mot cach dé dua caiy tudng ndy vao dAu me t6i mot lan nita, ma khong kim cho ba phét cau
ngay p tirc. C6 1§ t6i nén n6i chuyén véi Janice... néu ti n6i vi ¢o Ay vé cac ngdi sao Hollywood...

MOt trang curdi ngay gan chd t6i chen ngang moi suy nghif ctia t6i, va t6i nhan ra minh dang dtmg tro mdt minh. T6i udng mdt ngum cham- pange va timai

d6 d¢ nhdp bon. C6 dicu hoi la, dy dang ly ra phai la mot bita ti¢c danh cho t6i va Luke. Nhung chac hin phai c6 it nhat mt tram nguoi ¢ ddy, va toi

khong quen ai ca. Chi tt, t6i cling mo ho nhén ra mdt khuon niit xa la & day va ¢ kia - nhung khong thure sy du than thiét dé cé the lao toi chao hoi. Toi

thir cuoi voi mot ngudi phu nir dang tien lai gan, nhung ¢4 ta nhin t6i ngd vre va di tht nhanh ra phia mbt nhom dang dimg gan cira s0. Ban bict day, du

ai da ndi nguoi My than thién hon ngudi Anh thi chac han ngudi d6 chua timg dat chan dén New York.

Danny c6 & dang ¢ dau day thoi, toi nghi thé va nhin vio dam dong, Toi cling moi ca Erin va Christina nita - nhung ca hai déu dang ban toi tam it miii

khi t6i 101 Barneys. Toi hy vong ho ciing s€ c6 mit & day.

Oi thoi ndo, t6i phai n6i chuyén véi ai d6. Tt nhét 10 nén dé Elinor bidt t6i c6 mit & ddy. Toi dang ludn lch tim dwong di qua mdt nhém cac ba méic do

Armani mau den dong phuc thi nghe thay ai d6 n6i, “Chi cd biét c6 dau khong?”

Toi dimg nhur troi trong sau mdt cai cot, ¢b gia v nhur t6i dang khong nghe trom

“Khong. C6 ai biét khong?”

“Ho sng ¢ dau?”

“KhuWestVillage gi d6. Nhung hién nhién 1 ho s& chuyén vé day roi.”

T6i nhin cai cot da chidm cham nhur chét diéng nguoi. Chuyén gi thé?



“Oi that 42 Toi nghif viée don vé ddy 1a khong thé.”

“Trir khi chi ¢6 ho hang v6i Elinor Sherman!” My ngudi phu nir d6 cudi vui vé rdi tién ra chd dam dong, con t6i nhin vo hon vao méy cai vong xodn
trang tri.

Chéc ho nhim déy chir. Khong doi ndo ching t6i don dén déy. Khong doi nio.

Toi di lang thang vai phit nita, tur tim cho minh mdt ly champagne, va b gang gitt mdt nu cudi vui vé trén gwong mit. Nhung t6i cang ¢ thind cang nhat
di. bay dich thue khong phai 14 nhiing gi t61 hinh dung vé bira tiéc mimg dinh hon ctia minh. Péu tién miy ngudi gic cira ngan khong cho t6i vao trong,
R&i t6i khong biét bat ctr ai. R01 nhitng thir duy nht t6i n i méy méu ca it chit béo va giau protein - va rdi thim chi mAy ngudi phuc vu ban nhin kha
ngac nhién khi ta thuc sy dn may thir d6.

Toi khong thé khong bang khuang nhé lai tiéc mimg dinh hon ctia Tom va Lucy. Tat nhién, no khong thé hoanh trang nhur bita tiéc ndy. C6 Janice da lim
mot bat to du’ng ruou pan va c6 do nuong, va chi Martin hat bai “Are You Lonesome Tonight?” trén dau karaoke. Nhung di1 sao thi chi it ciing vui. It
nhat t6i ciing biét moi nguoi. T6i biét nhiéu ngudi & bita tiée d6 hon & day...

“Becky! Tai sao em lai tron vay?” Toi ngang Ién va cam thiy nhe nhom ca nguoi. D6 1a Luke.
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“Luke! Cudi cling em ciing tim durge anh!” t6i néi, tién vé phia trude - rdi hd hée mém vi vui sudng khi toi nhin thiy mdt ngudi dan ong quen thude, hoi
dau, tam trung nién dang dirng canh anh ay, cudi toe toét vui vé voi toi. “Michael!” Toi dang tay ra va dm anh ay that chit.

Michael Ellis chéic hin 13 mt trong nhitng nguoi t6i yéu thich nhét trén thé gidi ny. Anh iy & Washington, noi anh phu trach mdt cong ty quang cao
thanh cong tuyét voi. Anh ay cling la cong su ctia Luke & chi nhanh Cong ty Truyen thong Brandon tai My, va cling luon la noi Luke tim dén khi can tur
van. Va ca voi toi nita, cai lan do d6. Neu khong phai vi may 101 Michael da khuyén t61 lau lau r61 thi khong doi nao t6i lai chuyén dén New York.
“Luke ndi a anh s& dén!” Toi n6i, cudi tht tuoi voi anh.

“Em nght 14 anh s& bo 16 dip ndy sao?” Michael nhdy mét v6i ti. “Chic mimg em!” Anh nang ly voi toi “Embiét ddy Becky, anh cuoc 14 ic nay em
cam thay hoi hn vi da khong nhan cong viée d6. Emda ¢6 thé c6 nhiu co hoi tot & Washington. Nhung thay vi do6...” Anh dy lic dau. “Hay nhin xem
moi vi€e dién ra thé ndo voi emnay. Cong viéc tuyét voi, ¢ ngudi dan ong ctia doi minh, mdt dam cudi 6 khach san Plaza...”

“Ai da ké cho anh vé khach sanPlaza thé?” t6i ngac nhién noi.

“Oi, gan nhur moi ngudi anh ndi chuyén. Nghe c6 vé nhur nd s& B mot su kién én.”

“Um...” Téi bén lén nhin vai.

“Me em cé hao hing voi viéc nay khong?”

“Em.. o... im...” t6i ubng mot ngum champagne dé tranh phai tra 101 cau hoi do.

“Ba khong ¢6 & dy tbi nay, anh ndi ding khong nhi?”’

“Khong. Vang, ciiing xa x6i ma anh!” T6i cudi hoi the thé, va udng mdt ngum nita, can ly uon.

“Dé anh ly cho emmdt ly khéc,” Luke n6i, cam Ky ly ciia toi. “Va anh s di timme anh. Ba da hoi anh & em & dAu... anh ira dé nghi Michael lam phi
1é,” anh n6i thém khi budc di. “That may mén anh ay dong y.”

“That sa0?”” t6i n6i, va cudi that turoi voi Michael. “Tuyét qua! Em khong thé nghi ra sy Iyra chon nio t6t hon thé.”

““Anh rét vinh dy dwoc moi im phii ré,” Michael n6i. “Tét nhién B trir khi em mudn anh Bm & cho dam cudi em. Anh hoi 18i thoi nhung c6 & anh nhé
may i do...”

“Thét sa0?” t6i ngac nhién néi. “Anh bi mét lam muc sur cling cac viéc khac a?”

“Khong” Anh nga dAu ra sau cudi Ion. “Nhung vai nam trurde, mot vai ngudi ban mudn anh Bm B cudi ciia ho. Anh ciing thir xem sao va ding ky him
mot tu si hanh I8.”

“Vang, em nghi anh s& 1 mdt muc sur tuyét voi ddy! Cha Michael. Moi ngudi s& d6 hét vé nha th ctia anh.”

‘MOt muye su vo than” Michael nhuén may “Anh doan minh khong phai ngudi dau tién dau.” Anh ubng thém mdt ngum champagne nita. “Vay cong
viée tur vin mua sim ctia em thé ndo roi?”

“Rét tuyét, cam on anh.” Toi hao himng n6i véi anh.

“Em biét ddy, anh da giéi thiéu em vdi tat ca nhitng ngudi anh gip. ‘Néu ban cgin quén 4o, dén chd Becky Bloonwood ¢ Barneys di’. Anh n6i ca véi
nhirng nguoi thu vé xe buyt, doanh nhan, vai ngurdi ngau nhién anh gip trén pho...”



“Em dang ban khoan tai sao sudt ngy em gip toan nhitng ngudi ky la.” Toi mim cudi véi anh.

“Thire sw anh dang mudn nhd em gitp mot chit.” Michael hoi ha giong xudng. “Anh s& rét biét on néu emco thé gitip c6 con gai cua anh, Lucy. N6 vira
chia tay voi mt gi va anh nghi n6 dang trai qua giai doan hoi mat tur tin vao ban thin. Anh d3 n6i v6i nd anh biét ngudi c6 thé gifip né thay doi.”

“Chéc chin rdi,” t6i ndi, long thiy cam dong. “Em rat vui duoc gitip chéu.”

“Nhung em dirg m n6 pha san ddy nhd. Boi vi nd chi dang in hrong luét su thoi.”
“Em & b ging,” t6i ndi, cudi I6n. “Thé con anh thi sa0?”

“Em nghi anh can gitp sa0?”

“Thanh thue ma n6i, nhin anh khé 8n rdi” Toi ra déu v& bd com & mau ghi sAmnudt nd ctia anh, t6i chic chin nd phai ]éiy di cta anh khong duéi 3000
do.

“Anh Iudn an mic dep d& khi biét minh sap dugc gap nhitng ngudi xinh dep,” Michael néi. Anh nhin quanh bita tiéc voi ve thich thd, va t6i ddi theo anh
phin ctia anh dy. Mot nhém phu nit trung tudi gdm séu c6 dang néi chuyén voi nhau rét sinh dong, duong nhu khong tho. “MAy nguoi d6 1 ban em a?”

“Khong han,” t6i thi nhan. “Em khong biét nhidu ngudi & day.”

“Anh ciing doan dugc phin ndo.” Anh mim cudi tinh quai véi t6i va udng mdt ngum champagne. “Vay. .. quan hé ctia em v6i me chdng turong lai thé
nao?” Mat anh kha ngay ngd lam t6i muon cuoi pha lén.

“Oi, gidng nhur mit ngdi nha dang chéy,” ti ndi, cudi toe toét. “Anh khong nhén thiy thé sao?”’
“Hai nguoi dang néi chuyén g d6?” Luke n6i, dot nhién xuét hién ngay canh t6i. Anh dura cho t6i mdt ly champagne va t6i liéc Michael thét nhanh.
“Bon t6i vira n6i chuyén vé ké hoach dam cudi,” Michael dap mdt cach thoai mai. “Hai ngudi da quyét dinh di tréing mat & dau chua?”

“Bon em chra thyc sur ban vé chuyén d6.” Toi nhin Luke. “Nhung em c6 vai § hay. Bon em cén di dau d6 thyc sy dep va nong bong. Va quyén rii. Va
mot noi ndo d6 em chua tirmg dén.”

“Em biét ddy, anh khong chéc ¢6 thé sép xEp dé di tréing mit khong,” Luke n6i va hoi nhéin tran. “Bon anh vira gianh durgc hop dong voi NorthWest va
dieu d6 dong nghia vdi viéc bon anh can phai md rong hon nita. Vay nén ching ta phai chd dén khi ndo c6 ky nghi cudi tuan dai dai dé di thoi.”

“M6t ky nghi cubi tuan dai sao?”” t6i nhin anh day tht vong, “Thé khong phai 1 tring mét!”

“Luke ndy,” Michael ndi nhur qué trach. “Nhur thé khong duoc dau. Cau phéi dua vo di mot chuyén tring mit that tuyét. Vi tur cach a ph ré, ti cuong
quyét dé nghi nhur vAy. Em da timg di nhitng dau rdi, Becky? Venice chira? Rome chua? An D9 chwa? Chau Phi chwra?”

“Em chura di bat ctr d4u anh ké!”

“Anh hiéu ri.”” Michael nhudn may. “Thé thi di dau d6 vao dip tring méat nay di.”

“Moi ngudi déu duge nhin ca thé gidi rdi trir em. Em chua bao gidr dwoc nghi ngoi dit chi mot ném. Em chua bao giy dén Uc, hay Théi Lan...”
“Anh ciing thé,” Luke néi, nhin vai.

“Em chua timg di dAu ca! Anh biét khong, nguwdi ban than nhéit trén thé gi6i ctia me Suze o mbt nong dén Bolivia.” Toi nhin Luke kiéu rét bi an twong
“Ho da cling xay ngd trén nhitng canh dong Llamos!”

“C06 vé nhur noi @6 ¢ Bolivia,” Michael n6i voi Luke.
“Em cting mudn di xay ngd trong ky tring mét ctia ching ta sa0?”’
“Em chi nghi ¢6 1§ chiing ta nén md rong chan trdi cua minh mot chut. Chéng hannhu... didulichba16.”

“Becky nay, em c6 hiéu khéi niém di du lich ba 16 1 thé nao khong?”” Luke 6n ton noi. “Tat ca hanh Iy ctia em s& ndm trong mot cai ba 16. Ci mi em s&
phéi tu vac. Khdng c6 FedEx.”

“Em c6 thé lam vay!” t6i buc boi noi. “DE thoi ma! Va ching ta s& gap khbi ngudi thi vi. ..
“Anh da biét day nguoi thi vi roi.”

“Anh chi biét cac ong chi ngan hang va nhitng ngudi im PR thoi! Anh c6 biét nguoi nong dan Bolivia ndo khong? Anh c6 biét nhitng nguoi vo gia cu
khong?”



“Anh khong thé n6i ki anh biét,” Luke néi. “Thé con em?”
“Um.. khong,” t6i thi nhan sau khi im Bing mot hoi. “Nhung vén dé khong phai & chd d6. Ching ta nén biét!”

“OK, Becky,” Luke gio' tay Ién. “Anh da c6 mdt gidi phép. Em 6 chirc ky tréing mét. Bat ky dAu em mudn, bao lu ciing dwoc mién a khong qué hai

“Thét khong?” t6i ha hdc mdm. “Anh chéc chi?”
“Anh chic. Emnoi dung, chiing ra khong thé cudi ma khong di nghi tréing mét cho tir t&.”” Anh mim cuoi véi toi. “Hay kim anh ngac nhién nhé.”
“Vang, OK. Emhra.”

Toi udng mot ngum champagne, cam thiy ling lang vui suéng. Viéc nay moi tuyét lim sao. Toi duoc chon dia diém tring mat! Co 18 ching t6i nén di dén
diém spa tuyét voi ¢ Thai Lan, hay dai loai thé. Hay di sén & mdt noi nao d6 hoanh trang. ..

“N6i vé nhing ngudi vo gia cur,” Luke ndi véi Michael, “bon em ciing sép bi tong cd ra dudng vao thang Chin nay roi.”

“That 42" Michael néi. “Cé chuyén gi thé?”

“Gia thué can hg ctia bon em téng cao - va chi nha doi ban nha. Moi ngudi ra duong.”

“Oil” t6i 16}, bdng nhién sao nhéing khoi vién canh tuyét voi toi va Luke dimg trén dinh mot kim ty thap. “Nhén tién anh n6i em moi nhé. Luke nay, em
da nghe thay mdt cude n6i chuyén rét la vira m6i ddy thoi. Mot vai ngudi ndi ring chiing ra sip chuyén vé sdng ¢ toa nha nay. Ho nghe thiy chuyén do
tr déu vay?’

“Ciing ¢6 thé nhur thé,” Luke noi.

“Céi gi?”” T6i do dAn nhin anh. “°Y anh 14 sao, ciing ¢6 thé thé 1 sao? Anh c6 bi dién khong ddy?””

“Tai sao khong?”

Toi ha giong xudng mot chit. “Anh c6 thure sw nghil em mudn song trong tda nha ngdt ngat toan nhitng ba gia d4ng so, nhin anh nhur thé anh boc mii
khong?”

“Becky...”” Michael ngit 1oi, lic d4u day 4n .

“Diing thé ma!” T6i quay vé phia anh dy. “Khong mdt ai song trong céi toa nha ndy tir té ca! Emda gip bon ho roi, va bon ho the su...”
Bdng nhién t6i phanh lai, khi t6i nhan ra diéu mi Michael c6 ging ndi voi toi.

“Ngoai trir.... ngoai trir... me clia Luke,” t6i ndi thém, ¢d giing nghe tir nhién nhat c6 thé. “Tét nhién I thé.”

“Xin chao, Rebecca,” mdt giong ndi lanh king ct 1én phia sau lung t6i, va t6i dimg ddy, hai ma toi ndng bimg bimg,

Ba ta dimg ngay sau toi, méc mdt vay dai mau tring, kiéu Hy Lap, duoc xép li va dai quét dat. Ba ta that giy va xanh xao, trong cir nhu mdt trong
nhing céi cot trong nha ba ta vay.

“Xin chao bac Elinor,” tdi lich sy noi. “Trong bac thit tuyét. Chau xin 16i vi d@én hoi mudn mot chit.”

“Rebecca ndy,” ba ta dap, va hon vao mé t6i. “Béc hy vong tir nly dén gior chéu di lai im quen chir? Khong phai chi ngdi day v6i Luke chir?”
“A...vang..”

“Pay | mot co hdi ot dé chau gip gb nhirg nhn vt quan trong,” ba ta ndi. “Chil tich ctia toa nha nay ching han.”

“Ding vay.” Toi gt dau. “Vang, o... c6 1§ vay.”

C6 I day khong phai 12 lic ndi cho ba ta ring khong doi nao dit i mdt triéu ndm nira t6i chuyén dén céi toa nha nay.

“Bac s& gioi thiéu chau cho ba Ay sau. Con bay gidr hily nang ly chiic mirmg,” ba ta ni. “Ca hai con s& cing Ién byc sin khau chir?”

“Tuyét qua!” t6i ndi, cd ging td ra nhiét tinh, va udng mdt ngum to champagne.

“Me nay, me da gip Michael 101 nhi,” Luke noi.

“Chic chin rdi,” Elinor ndi va cudi that lich thiép. “Moi chuyén t6t chir?”



“Rét tot, cam on béac,” Michael vui vé néi. “Chéu dinh déI} du lé’ra ;nflt 6 chirc tir thién ctia bac nhung thit khong may chau khong sip xép dé bay tir
Washington sang durge. Nhung chau nghe néi moi viée dién ra rat tot, ding khong a?”

“Piing vay. Camon cau.”

“Va bay gior lai dén mot dip dac biét khac.” Anh chi cin phong, “Chdu vira moi ndi véi Luke ring cau Ay that may mén biét miy khi tim dwoc mdt ¢d gai
xinh dep, tai nang, hoan hao nhu Becky.”

“Piing vay.” Nu cudi cta Elinor hoi lanh ling,

“Nhung chéc hin bac ciing cam thiy vay chir.”

Im ling mot uc.

“Tét nhién rdi,” cudi cing Elinor ciing Ién tiéng, Ba ta dang rong tay ra, va sau mdt hoi rdng hy ti chiit, ba ta dat tay 1én vai toi.

Oi Chiia 0i. Méy ngén tay ctia ba ta lanh ngit. Ctr nhur thé t6i vira bi nit hoang bang tuyét cham vao vay. Toi liéc nit nhin Luke, va anh 4y dang rang
ngdi hanh phuc.

“Vay chiing ta cling nang ly chiic mimg no!” T6i vui vé n6i. “Béac hdy dan duong a!”
“Gap anh sau nhé Michael,” Luke noi.

“Vui vé nhé,” Michael dép lai, va nhay miit that nhanh voi 161 “Luke nay,” anh n6i khe khé khi ba ta da di khoi, “V& viée quy tir thién ctia me ciu, t6i
muon ¢6 vai 1oi sau nhé.”

“Duoc ma,” Luke ndi sau khi im king mot lic. “Tot thoi”
C6 phéi t6i dang trdng twong hay nhin anh 4y ¢6 vé khé chiu nhi?
“Nhung ching ta hiy cir nang ly trude da,” Michael vui vé néi. “Ching ta khong dén day dé ban vé cong viée.”

Khi t6i bude di doc céin phong cing véi Luke va Elinor, t6i ¢ thé nhin thay moi ngudi bt dau quay ra thi tham. Mt cai buc phit biéu duoc ddt & cudi
cén phong, va khi ching t6i budc 1€n do, t6i cam thay hoi lo ling mdt chit. Ca cén phong nhu im phing phic va toan thé khach moi dang nhin chiing toi.

Hai triim con mit, tht ca déu dang cho t6i cudc Thim dinh kiéu Manhattan.

C ging khong to ra e then, t6i nhin quanh d4m dong dé tim kiém nhirng khuon mit than quen. Nhung ngoai trir Michael & dang kia thi khong c6 méy
may mdt grong miét ndo quen thudc.

Toi Vﬁn mim cudi, nhung trong 1ong cam thiy hoi budn. Ban bé t6i dau ca roi? Toi biét Christina va Erin dang trén duong dén - nhung Danny dau roi?
Anh ay da hira s€ dén ma.

“Thura quy 6ng, quy ba,” Elinor lich thiép noi, “Chio mimg da dén day. That I vinh hanh 16n cho t6i duge chao dén quy vi dén day dém nay trong dip
v0 cuing hanh phiic nay. To1 xin gt 10i cam on déc biét dén ba Marcia Fox, chu tich cuia toa nha nay, va Guinevere von...”

“T6i khong quan tim dén cai danh sach ngé ngén ciia co!” mdt giong ndi the thé vang 1én tir phia cira ra vio, va vai c4i dau & phia sau khén phong ngoai
lai xem.

... von Landlenburg, ddi tac ctia quy tir thién Elinor Sherman...”” Elinor n6i, ham ctia ba ta cang ngiy cang rdn lai.
“Cho 161 vao, c4i con bod cai ngu ngde nay!”

C6 tiéng 16n x6n va tiéng hét nho, va ca khan phong quay lai xem ¢6 chuyén gi dang dién ra.

“Bo cai tay c6 ra khoi ngudi t6i ngay. Toi dang c6 bau, OK? Néu c6 chuyén gi xay ra, t6i s& kién!”

“Minh khong thé tin duoc!” T6i hét Ién sung suéng, va nhay xudng khoi buc phét biéu. “Suze!”

“Bex!” Suze xuét hién & cira ra vao, nhin thit rm néing va khoe manh, v6i nhimg hat cuom trén toc va cai bung liim fim khé to 16 16 khi ¢o niic vay.
“Ngac nhién chua?”
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Chwong 7

“BON MINH TUONG lam c4u ngac nhién chir!”” Suze n6i sau khi vu 16n xon lang xudng va Elinor tuyén bd xong - trong bai phét biéu ba ta nhic den
61 va Luke mot lan, va quy Elinor Sherman dén séu lan. “Tan huong nét nhing ngay tring mét cudi ciing va bon minh da ¢ mit & can ho ctia cu..

“Va lic d6 t¢ dang chuén bi di dén noi rdi...” Danny chén thém vao, mim cudi toe toét nhur dé xin 16i.
“Vi thé Danny rt bon minh di cting dén bita tiéc va lam cau choang diy.”

“Gap dugc cau tuyét qua.” Toi om ly ¢6 tht tinh cam “Ca Tarquin nita.” TAt ca ching t6i déu liéc m¥it nhin v& phia Tarquin, anh 4y dang bi viy quanh
boi mit nhdém cac quy ba New York hAm md nhiét tinh,

“Anh sbng trong lau dai sa0?” Téi ¢6 thé nghe mdt trong s bon ho noi.

“Vang... rm, dtng viy. Thyc ra dung nhur véy.”

“Anh c6 biét Théi ttr Charles khong?”” mdt ngudi khéc n6i va tron tron mit 1én.

“Ching t6i choi khtic con cau véi nhau mdt hay hai lin i d6...”” Tarquin nhin quanh, nhu dang khao khat duoc tau thoat.

“Anh phéi gip con gi t6i m6i duoc,” mot quy ba Ién tiéng, dat canh tay nhu cai ban kep 1én vai anh dy. “N6 rat yéu nudc Anh. N6 da tham Hampton
Court séu lan roi.”

““Anh Ay that hoanh tréng,” mdt giong n6i khe khé& vang lén trong tai toi, va t0i quay lai thi thdy Danny dang liéc qua vai t0i dé nhin Tarquin. *Siéu hoanh
trang. Anh 4y 1A nguoi miu a?”

“Anh dy 14 cai gi c0?”
“Y & a chuyén ké ring anh 4y 1 mot nong dan.” Danny rit mdt hoi thube. “Chuyén nham nhi, ding khong?”
“Cau nghii Tarquin ¢6 thé lim ngudi mau 4?7 Toi khong thé ngan cho ca thin minh rung én vi cuoi.

“Gi thé?”” Danny tirc ti ndi. “Anh dy nhin qua tuyét. TG c6 thé thiét ké cho anh Ay hin mdt bo swu tap. Gap Théi tir Charles... 0i gip Rupert Everett
nita...”

“Danny, c4u biét 1 anh 4y khong bi bong chir?””

“Tat nhién t biét anh &y khong phai dén bong! Thé cau twong ¢ dinh im gi?” Danny im king kha trim tw. “Nhung anh 4y da di hoc ¢ truong ndi tri ciia
Anh Quoc dung khong?”

“Danny!” Toi x0 ciu ta mdt c4i roi ngang lén. “Chao anh Tarquin! Cudi ciing anh ciing thoét duroc!”
“Chao em!” Tarquin ndi, hoi bdi r6i. “Suze, em yéu, em da dua cho Becky thir me ¢6 dy giri chwa?”

“0i, Qé quén & khach san rdi,” Suze noi, rdi quay sang t6i. “Bex nay, bon minh da ghé thim bd me cu trén dudng ra sin bay. Hai bac bi 4m anh quéa
mirc ay!” C6 cuoi khiic khich. “Hai bac khong thé ndi gi khac ngoai chuyén dam cu6i.”

“Té khong ngac nhién dau,” Danny néi. “C6 vé nhu moi chuyén s& rt tuyét ddy. Catherine Zeta-Jones, héo hon mon moi vi siu dau.”
“Catherine Zeta-Jones?”” Suze ndi vé thich thii. “Thé nghiia 1 sa0?”’

T6i cam thiy nguoi minh nhu € cimg, Chét tiét. Nghi di.

“Danny ndy,” t6i n6i mdt cach t nhién. “Té nghi tong bién tip clia bao Women’s Wear Daily & déng kia kia.”

“That 42 O dau?” Cai dau ctia Danny quay tit thd 10. “T6 s& quay lai ngay.” Anh bién miat vao dam déng v t6i cam théy nhe ca nguoi.

“Khi bon t6 ¢ d6, hai bac dang tranh luin ndy Iira vé kich c& ctia céi rap vai,” Suze vira ndi vira cudi khiic khich. “Hai bac con bét bon t6 ngdi Ién béi co
gia vo lam khach moi”

T6i khong mudn nghe dén chuyén nay nita. T6i udng thém mdt ngum champagne niva va ¢b giing nghi ra mdt chii dé khac.
“Emda ké cho Becky toan bd chuyén xay ra chira?”” Tarquin n6i, bdng nhién nghiém nghi.

“O... chua, chua a,” Suze n6i nhur ¢6 161, va Tarquin thd dai thuon thuot, trong ¢ vé nghiém trong,



“Becky ndy, Suze c6 mit viée can thi toi."

“Ding ddy.” Suze mim mdi va nhin rat udng cuong “Bon minh da ¢ nha bd me cdu, va mmhda xin phép durgc xem céi vay cudi clia me cu. Va khi tit
ca moi nguoi dang chiém nguong 16, minh cAmmdt cde ca phé...” C6 Ay cli dau xudng, “Va rdi - minh khong biét im sao né lai xay ra nita, nhung
minh Bm db ca phé én cai vay.”

To6i nhin ¢ dy cham chim ddy ngd vuc. “Lén cai vay 42 Cau ndi that day chir?”

“Tét nhién bon anh da dé nghi dugc git sach nd,” Tarquin noi. “Nhung anh khong chic né con mic duge nira khong. Bon anh cam thiy cuc ky ¢6 10i,
Becky a. Va tat nhién bon anh s& mua mdt cai vay khac cho em.”” Anh dy nhin céi ly khong ctia minh. “‘Anh uong thém mdt ly nita duoc chir?”

“Vay | c4i vay... da bj hong roi sao?”” Toi hoi lai cho chéc.

“U, va viéc d6 khong hé d& dang, xin n6i v6i cau la thé!”” Suze n6i ngay khi Tarquin di ra ngoai hén. “Lan d4u tién minh thir me cau d kéo no ra khoi kip
thoi. ROi ba bét dau to ra rat lo ling va noi ba nén cat n6 di. Minh da phai c6 tinh ném ca coc ca phé Ién cai vay khi me ciu dong gdin6 - thdm chi coc
ca phé chi kip lam hong phan dudi vay. Tat nhién, bay gio' thi me cdu ghét minh rdi,” ¢d budn ba noi. “Minh nghi cd khi s&€ khong duoc moi dén dam cudi

ctia cau mat.”

“Oi, Suze. Chic chin me minh khong ghét cdu dau. Va camon cau rat nhiéu. Cau I mot ngdi sao thire thy. Minh thure sy khéng nghi cdu co thé lam
duoc viée nay.”

“Um, minh khong thé dé cau nhin nhur mdt mén cot Kt ciru duoc, ding khong?”” Suze cudi toe toét. “Cai la & ddy 14, trong nhing tim anh cudi me cau
nhin thye sy rat dang yéu khi mic nd. Ma sao trong doi thie thi...” C6 xi niit ra.

“Chuén. Oi, Suze nay, minh thyre sy rat vui khi cu & day.” T6i om chAm léy ¢d. “Minh ctr trong cau chi biét... 6 gia dinh. A ma cude séng hon nhin
thé ndo vay?”

“Ciing ching ¢6 gi khéc,” Suze néi sau khi im king mot ltic. “Ngoai trir viéc bon minh ¢6 nhiéu bat dia hon...”

Toi cam thiy c6 ai d6 vo 1én vai minh va t6i ngéng Ién thi thdy mdt phy nit toc dé dang méc mdt b vest bang lya to tim mau nhat.

“Laura Redburn Seymour,” ba ta noi va chia tay ra. “Chdng t6i va toi phai di rdi, nhung t6i chi mubn ni t6i vira nghe vé ké hoach cudi cia ¢o. Toi da
lim dam cu6i 6 cing chd d6, nmuoi lam ndm trude. Va nghe nay c6 gai, khi bude di gitra hai hang ghé d6, c6 s& cam thiy khong c6 gi tuyét hon thé.” Ba
ta v0 tay va mim cudi voi chong, nhin 6ng ndy giong hét Clark Kent.

“Troi,” 61 ndi. “Vang... camon ba!”

“Ba ciing 16n 1én & Oxshott a?”” Suze vui vé hoi. “That [ tinh co!” Oi, chét tiét.

“T6i xin 16i.”” Laura Redburn Seymour noi.

“Oxshott!”” Suze néi. “Ba biét ma!”

“Ox? Ox gi c0?” Laura Redburn Seymour bdi rdi nhin chong minh. “Chiing t6i khong thich san ban,” Clark Kent ndi hoi lanh ling, “Xin chéo. Va chiic
mimg c6 mot lan nira,” 6

ong ta noi voi toi.

Va khi ca hai budc di, Suze nhin toi cham chim khong hiéu. “Bex. Nghe c4i d6 ¢6 nghia gi khong?”

“Minh... trm..” Téi x0a xoa miii, nhur dé cau gio.

Toi thure su khong biét tai sao, nhung t6i c6 mdt cam gide cue ky ménh liét 14 t6i khong mudn ndi véi Suze vé khach san Plaza.

OK. Toi da biét tai sao. Boi vi toi biét chinh xAc ¢ Ay & n6i gi.

“U.” Cubi cling t6i ciing kén tiéng. “Minh nghi n6 ¢6 nghia diy chir, dai khéi thé.”

“Khong, né ching c6 nghia gi ca! Ba ta khong cudi & Oxshott. Tai sao ba ta lai nghi cau s& budc di giita hai hang ghé gidng nhur ba ta chi?”
“Um.. cau biét ddy... ho |a ngwdi My mi. Khong c6 gi ho néi ma c6 nghiia ca... Vi thé, irm... hiy di mua vay cudi ndo! Mai minh di mua nhé?”
“Oi, chic chin roi!” Suze ndi, hai chin may ngay lap tirc gidin ra. “Ching ta s& di dau nhi? Barneys ¢6 gian hing vay cudi khong?”

On Chua vi Suze thit qua ngot ngio va khong nghi ngd gi.

“Co, co6 chu,” toi n(')'La“Minh ciling 43 xem qua 1Oi, nhung chua thtr cdi ndo ca. Véq dé 13, minh chua hen trude, ma ngay mai lai 1 thir Bay.” To6i nhiu
may. “Ching ta ¢6 thé thir di Vera Wang nhung c6 1€ cho d6 da duge dat trude hét roi..”



“Minh ciing mudn di mua d6 cho embé. Minh ¢6 danh sach rdi day.”

“Minh ciing mua duroc vai thi rdi,” t6i ndi, triu mén nhin vao c4i bung kim fim ctia ¢6. “Cau biét ddy. Chi a miy mén qua nho nho théi.” “Minh mubn
mua mot cai di dong that dep...”

“Dig lo, minh vira mua cho cdu mdt cai rdi. Vi ca miy bo quén 4o rét yéu nita!”

“Bex! C4u dau can lam vay!”

“Cira hang Baby Gap giam gia ma!” T6i thanh minh.

“Xin 16i” Mt giong n6i cit ngang, ca hai ching t6i déu nging kn va nhin thdy mdt quy ba trong bo do den va deo ngoc trai dang di t6i. “Toi khong the
khong nghe thiy chuyén hai c6 vira n6i. Tén t6i la Cynthia Harrison. Téi la mt ban tot ctia Elinor va cting la ctia Robyn, ngudi t6 chire cudi cua 6. Co
dang dugc chamsoc rat tot day!”

“0, vang!” Tdi lich sw néi. “Rét vui khi nghe thiy diéu d6!”

“Néu ¢b dang tim vay cudi thi cho phép t6i duoc mdi ca hai cd dén boutique vay cudi cua t6i ¢6 tén la Dream Dress dugc chir?”” Cynthia Harrison cudi
vui vé voi ti. “Toi da ban vay cudi hai muroi ndm nay r6i, va ngay trong tuan ndy t6i s¢ khai trrong mot ctra hiéu ¢ dai 16 Madison. Ching t6i c6 mot bo
suu tdp vi dai gomrat nhiu vdy cudi hang hiéu, giay, va ca phy trang di kem. Dich vy tur van riéng trong mot khong gian rat xa hoa. Tat ca cac nhu cau
du 1én du nhé cua ¢6 dau déu duoce dap tng”

Ba ta dot nhién ding lai cir nhur thé wvira m6i doc xong mdt tim quang céo Vay.

“Vang... OK! Ngiy mai chiing t6i s& dén!”

“Ching ta hen e 11 gid nhé?” Cynthia d& xudt, va toi liéc nhin Suze, 6 git dau.

“11 gid. Camon ba rét nhidu!”

Khi Cynthia Harrison vira di khoi, t6i cudi toe toét sung suréng véi Suze. Nhung ¢d dang liéc sang phia bén kia cin phong

“Luke lam sao Ay nhi?” ¢6 Ay n6i.

“Y céu I sa0?” Toi quay lai v nhin chiim chim Luke va Michael dang & goc phong, cach xa hin moi nguoi va trong nhu ho dang cai nhau.

Khi t6i quan sat thi Luke dang Ién giong rt gay git, va toi co thé doan duoc méy tir “dé nhin xa trong rong, vi Chia!”

“Ho dang noi chuyén gi thé nhi?”” Suze noi.

“Minh ching biét nita!”

T6i cang tai ra nhung ciing chi nghe dugc miy tir rét khé hiéu.

... chi don gian vi khéng cam thiy... thich hop...”” Michael dang noi.

“_.. ngfn han... cam thiy hoan toan thich hop...”

Luke nhin thuc su rét lo ]ng,

“_.. &n twong khong tdt... lam dung quyén...”

“.. dardil”

Toi ngo ngac nhin khi Luke budc nhanh ra khoi phong. Michael hoan toan ngac nhién trrde phan tmg ctia anh 4y. Trong mdt ic anh dimg simg - i anh
voi lay ly ragu va uong mot ngum day whisky.

Toi khong thé tin duoc. Toi chua timg thiy Luke v Michael néing 161 v6i nhau bao gid. Y i, Luke ngudng m) va yéu quy Michael. Anh 4y gin nhur
coi Michael nhur cha cua minh. Chuyén quai gi dang dién ra the nay?

“Mot phit nira minh s& quay tr6 lai,” toi thi thim véi Suze, va voi va nhung kin dao hét strc, lai chd Michael dang dtmg, anh 4y vin dang nhin méi vao
mot khoang khong vo dinh.

“Chuyén nay | thé ndo vy a?” Téi hoi ngay khi lai gan anh 4y. “Tai sao anh va Luke lai c&i nhau?”
Michael ngéng Ién, lo Eing - 16i nhanh chéng ¢b giing mim cuoi. “Chi l mot chit bat dong trong cong viée thdi,” anh n6i. “Khong c6 gi dang lo dau. Vay

emda quyét dinh dugc dia diém tréing mit chura?” “Michael, thoi mi. Em chir ai dau! Noi cho embiét chuyén gi dang dién ra di.” Toi ha giong. “Y anh
sao khi anh ndi Luke dang lam dung quyen ctia minh? Chuyén gi xay ra vay?”



Im king mt hdi 1 va t6i ¢6 thé thiy Michael dang can nhéiic liéu c6 nén néi cho t6i hay khong

“Em c6 biét chuyén,” cudi cling anh ciing Ién tiéng, “téng it nhat mdt nhn vién ctia Cong ty Truyén thong Brandon vira m6i duge luin chuyén sang m
cho Quy tir thién Elinor Sherman khong?”

“Céi gi c0?” t6i nhin anh 4y chiim chim vi sdc. “Anh n6i that ddy chir?”

“Gan day anh phat hién ra mot tro Iy moi ctia cong ty vira dugc b6 nhiém limviéc cho me cua Luke. Cong ty Truyén thong Brandon van dang tra lwong
cho ¢6 ta - nhung dang n6i la ¢6 ta lai dang lam day t¢ ca ngdy cho Elinor. Tét nhién c6 ay khong sung suong gi khi phai lam thé ca.” Michael tho dai.
“Tat ca nhitng gl anh muon lam 1a dua chuyén ndy ra, nhung Luke t6 ra rat cing dau.”

“Anh 4y khong hé n6i gi voi em!” t6i ndi vé khong tin ndi.

“Cau 4y khong hé n6i voi bt ky ai. Anh chi phat hién ra vi tinh c& nguoi trg Iy nay biét con gai anh, va cam thy ¢6 4y can goi cho anh.” Michael ha
giong. “Moi de doa thue sy Ia ¢ ta c6 thé than van véi cac nha dau tu. Roi thi Luke s& gap rac ro1.”

“La me anh 4y rdi,” cudi ciing t6i ciing Ién tiéng. “Anh biét khong, ba ta nhur c6 mdt sirc manh khdng ché nio d6 véi anh dy. Anh Ay am moi thir chi dé
giy an tugng voi ba ay.”

“Anh biét,” Michael néi. “Va anh c6 thé hiéu diéu d6. Moi ngudi déu cé got chan Asin.” Anh nhin dong hd deo tay. “Anh phai di day, anh e 1a thé.”
“Anh khong thé di dwoc! Khi ma chua néi chuyén lai v6i anh dy!”

“Anh khong chéc viéc d6 bay godala t6t dau.” Michael nhin t6i tht hién lanh. “Becky nay, dimg dé chuyén nay lam hong budi t01 ctia emnhé. Va dung
di gay kho d& v6i Luke nha. Hién nhién chil dé nay kha nhay cam roi? Anh ném chit ly canh tay t6i. “Anh chic chin moi viéc & on thoi”

“Em s& khong lam vAy dau. Em hira d4y!” Toi gurong cudi thit twoi. “Va cam on vi da dén, anh Michael. Pidu niy rat ¢6 ¥ nghia d6i voi bon em. Ca hai
bonem”

T6i Gmanh that chat va nhin anh budc di. Roi khi anh di khoi, t6i di ra khoi phong Toi phéi néi chuyén véi Luke that nhanh mdi durgc.

Hién nhién o Michael n6i réit 6 1y. DAy & mdt chi dé rét nhay cam vi thé ti khong nén d6 thém dau vao lira. Toi s& chi hdi vai cau théim do that khéo
I€o, va nhe nhang dua anh ay vao duing hudng. Giong nhur cach ma ngudi vo trong lai nén lam

Cubi cting thi t6i ciiing tim thdy anh ¢ trén lau, ngdi trong mdt cai ghé tira & phong ngii ctia me anh, nhin vao khoang khong vo dinh.

“Luke ndy, em vira ndi chuyén voi Michael!” T6i reo 1én. “Anh 4y néi véi em ring anh ctr nhan vién ctia Cong ty Truyén thong Brandon sang lim viéc
cho quy tr thién ctia me anh a!”

Chét rdi. Cau d6 ¢ vé tubn ra khong ding Bm

“Mot trg Iy, Luke n6i mi khong hé quay dau lai. “Buoc chura?”

“Sao me anh khong tur thué tro Iy riéng? Luke ndy, diéu gi xay ra néu cac nha dau tur phat hién ra?”

“Becky ndy, anh hoan toan khong ngu dén thé dau. Tt ca cai vu tir thién ny s& tdt cho cong ty.” Cudi cing thi anh ciing quay dAu lai nhin t6i. “Kinh
doanh quan trong nhat I3 hinh anh. Khi anh chup anh trao vai tam séc khong 16 nao d6 cho mot t6 chirc tir thién uy tin thi hiu qua s€ rat lon. Ngay nay,
nguoi ta muon lién két voi cac cong ty c6 kha ning mang lai cho ho dicu gi d6. Anh da Ién ké hoach chyp hinh dang trén bao New York Post trong vai

tudn t&i cong thém vai chuyén muc dac biét dét ¢ nhirng bao khac. Hiéu qua ctia viéc quang ba thurong hiéu cuia bon anh s€ 1a rat In!”

“Vay thi tai sao Michael lai khéng nhin ra diéu d6?”

“Anh 4y khong chiu nghe. Tt ca nhiing diéu anh Ay n6i i anh d tao ra mdt tién & xau nhur thé nio.”

“Um, c6 & anh 4y ¢6 ! Y em 13, chéic hin anh thué nhan vién dé lam viée cho anh, chir khong phéi cir sang cong ty khac...”

“Vi€c nay chi xay ra ¢ mot ]E?m,” Luke buc doc néi. “Va theo anh thi loi nhuan dénvai cdng ty s€ vuot xa chi phibd ra.”

“Michael z cong s ctia anh! Anh nén fing nghe anh 4y. Anh nén tin twong anh dy.”

“Va anh 4y nén tin twong anh!”” Luke gian dif vic ai. “S& chng ¢ van dé gi v6i céc nha dau tu dau. Tin anh di, khi ho nhén ra sirc anh hudng d6i véi
c{)ng chimg ma anh tao ra thi ho chi ¢6 vui trd Ién. Néu Michael chi can hicu duge dieu do thi da khong chi trich miy céi viéc vun vat... A ma anh ay dau
101?”

“Michael phai i roi,” t6i ni - va miit Luke danh lai vi sdc.

“Anh 4y bo di rdi sao. U, dugc roi. Tuyét thit ddy.”



“Khong phai nhur thé dau. Anh &y phai i ma.” Toi ngdi xudng giwong va cim Ry tay ctia Luke. “Luke nay, dimg cai nhau véi Michael nita nhé. Anh dy
thyc sy 1a mot nguroi ban rat tot. Thoi nao, hily nhé nhitng gi anh ay timg lam cho anh di. Anh ¢6 nhé bai phat biéu ctia anh ay hdm sinh nhat anh chi?”

Toi dang 6 x0a diu bau khong khi nhung Luke dudng nhu khong quan tam. Khuon it anh cng théing va sung lén nhu tw v, hai vai anh khom lai. Anh
khong dinh nghe mdt 101 nao t6i ndi dau. Toi tho dai va udng mdt ngum champagne. To6i can phai chd dén lic nao d6 thuén loi hon.

Chung t6i im king vai phit - va chi mot lic sau 14 ca hai da thiy nhe nhdm. Nhur thé ching t6i da quyét dinh ngimg ban.
“Em phai di ddy,” cudi cling t6i ciing lén tiéng. “Suze khong biét ai dudi d6 ca.”

“C6 4y & New York trong bao 1iu?” Luke hoi, ngng lén nhin.

“Chi vai ngy thoi.”

Toi vu vo nhin quanh cén phong. Toi chura timg vao phong ngii ctia Elinor. N6 mién ché, ciing nhur phén con lai ctia ngdi nha, v6i nhitng burc trdng méu
nhat va rat nhi€u do dac ndi that dét riéng nhin da thay dat tien.

“Nay, anh doan xem,” t6i ndi, surc nhd ra. “Suze va em dinh ngay mai s€ di chon vay cuéi!”

Luke nhin t6i ddy ngac nhién. “Anh twéng em s& mic vay cudi clia me em chir.”

“Véng, trm.” Toi nhan mit. “Van dé 1 c6 mot tai nan khing khiép..

Va tit ca nhitng gi t6i ¢6 thé n6i i on Chiia. On Chiia vi Suze va cbe ca phé ¢ chi dinh ctia c6 Ay.

Khi ching t6i dat chin dén trude gian trung bay cua cira hang Dream Dress trén Dai 1o Madison sang hom sau, t6i bong nhan ra viéc me toi yéu cau toi
1am 13 thé ndo. Lam sao ba c6 thé mong mubn t6i mic mdt cai vay xep tAng miu tring thay vi mot trong s6 nhiing cai vay dep 1ong 1y, tuyét voi, trong
nhur dugc tao ra chi dé cho nhitng nguoi vira thing giai Oscar nhur the ndy chir? Ching t6i m& cira ra va king 1§ ngim nhin gian trung bay yén ling, voi
nhitng tAm tham mau reou champagne va nhiing dam may v& trén trdn nha nhin nhur that - va doc hai bén phong I nhimg chiéc vy cudi dugc treo trén
nhiing cai thanh sang loang, lap lanh, va ruc rd.

Toi ¢6 thé cam thiy sur phén khich t6t d6 dang dang Ién trong minh nhu mt cai dai phun nurée. Toi so minh cudi rit n mét.

“Rebecca nay!” Cynthia da nhin thiy ching t6i va dang vira di dén vira cuoi hén ho. “Toi rat vui vi cac cd da toi. Chao mimg t6i Dream Dress, khau
hiéu ctia chung t6i [a...”

“0, i cuoc 1 16 biét!” Suze cit ngang. “N6 1 ‘Haly bién udc mo thanh hién thue & Dream Dress’ ding khong?”

“Khong, Khong phai vay.”” Cynthia mim cuoi.

“N6 1B “Moi wdc mo déu bién thanh sy that & Dream Dress’ dung khong?”’

“Khong” Nu cudi ctia Cynthia ¢6 phin da giam twoi tin. “N6 1 ‘Ching ti s& tim ra Chiéc vay trong mo ctia ban.”

“Oi, dang yéu qua!” Suze lich sy ddng tinh.

Cynthia dan chiing t6i vao can phong yén tinh va moi ching toi ngdi xudng chlec ghé sofa mau kem “Toi s& quay lai vdi cac ¢ ngay,” ba ta vui vé noi.
“Hay nhin qua méy tap chi niy mt lic.” Suze va ti cudi rang r& voi nhau - 1di ¢d voi tay iy cudn C6 dau duong dai, va toi cam mdt cudn Nhitng dam
cudi cua Martha Stewart.

T6i rét thich Nhitng d4m cudi ctia Martha Stewart.

Bi mét nha, t6i ciing mudn c6 mdt dam cudi nhur trong Nhimg dam cudi ciia Martha Stewart. Toi chi mubn bo vao bén trong nhitng trang tap chi voi
nhig c6 dau xinh dep cudi & Nantucket va Nam California va curdi ngyra dén nha thd va lam khay dung thiép ghi cho ngoi trong dam cudi tir nhitng
qua tao dong lanh mau ndu do nhat.

T6i nhin chiim chiim vao birc anh chup mot cap rét dep doi dang dimg trén canh dong cy anh tiic d6 ryc, phia sau la nhimg rang nti dep choang ngop.
Ban biét ddy, c6 1& ching ti ciing nén cudi & mot canh dong hoa anh tic, ti ¢6 thé doi mot vong lia mach Ién toc va Luke c6 thé tyr tay am mot cai ghé
that dang yéu cho hai chiing t6i vi gia dinh anh 4y da imnghé mdc duoc sau thé hé rdi. Roi ching ti s& trd vé nha trong mdt chiée xe bo cil...

“Dich vu ‘Gang tay tring kiéu Phap’ i gi viy?” Suze ndi, nhin chim chidm vao mt muc quang céo vé kho hiéu.

“Minh khong biét.” Toi ngang Ién bdi rdi. “Nay, Suze, nhin cai ndy di. Minh ¢6 nén ty im hoa cudi khong nhi?”

“Lam gi co?”

“Nhin nay!” t6i chi vao mot trang bao. “Ban cd thé tu lam nhirng bong hoa tir giéy kép VA tao ra mdt b hoa cudi rit sang tao va doc ddo.”



“Cau a? Lamhoa gidy 47”

“Minh lam dwoc ma!” Toi ndi, cam thiy hoi tirc tdi véi cai giong diéu ctia ¢6. “Cau biét minh 3 mdt ngudi rit sing tao mi.”
“Vay néu trdi mura thi sao?”

“Troi s€ khong mura dau. .. Toi dot ngdt dung lai.

Toi dang dinh néi, “Troi s€ khong mura & khach san Plaza.”

“Minh chi... biét troi s& khong mira,” t6i danh ndi vay, va nhanh chéng 1t mdt trang tap chi. “Oi, nhin méy d6i gidy kia di!”

“Céc quy co! Hay bat dau di” Ca hai ching toi cling nging 1én va nhin thiy Cynthia da quay lai, tay cam kep tai liéu. Ba ta ngdi xudng cai ghé nho ma
vang va ca hai ching t6i cting tap trung nhin ba ta.

“Khong c6 viée gi trong doi ¢, ba ta ndi, “c6 thé chuin bi tam thé cho c6 khi di mua vay cudi. C6 ¢6 thé nghi minh biét mua quan o.” Cynthia khd
mim cudi va lac dau. “Mua mdt cai vay cudi lai khic. O cira hang Dream Dress ctia ching t6i, chung ti ludn n6i, ban khong chon céi vay cudi cua
ninh...”

“Ma cai vay ctia ban s&€ chon ban?” Suze goi y.

“Khong,” Cynthia n6i va t0 ra hoi khé chiu. “Ban khong chon cdi vy cua minh,” ba ta ip lai, quay vé phia 01, “ban gap g céi vay cua minh. C6 da gip
dugc nguoi dan 6ng ctia minh... bay gio da dén i gip cdi vdy cua minh. Va dé t6i khing dinh v6i c6 mit lan nita, c6 mot chiée vay dang cho doi co.
N6 ¢ the 1a chiéc dAu tién ¢6 thir.” Cynthia chi chiéc vay bo sat ho vai va lung dang treo gan do. “N6 ¢6 thé 1a chiée thir hai muroi. Nhung khi ¢ méic
dugc chice vay danh cho minh... né s& dap vao c¢6 ¢ ngay day nay.” Ba ta vO vao cho bung phia dudi xuong suon. “Viée ndy cling nhu viée phai long
nhau vay. C6 s¢€ biét ngay thoi”

“Thét sa0?”” T6i nhin quanh, cam thiy phén khich ghé gém. “Lam sao t6i biét duroc?”
“Hay cir cho... ¢6 s& biét m.” B ta mim cuoi thong thai. “C6 da c6 ¥ tuong ndo chura?”
“Um, tat nhién t6i c6 mdt vai y twéng...”

“Tot! S& t6t hon néu chiing ta thu hep pham vi tim kiém lai mdt chit. VAy trude khi bat dau, cho i hoi ¢d vai cau co ban nhé.” Ba ta md ndp bt ra.
“Co thich nhitng gi don gian cha?”

“Chinh xc,” t0i n6i, git dau. “Thure s don gidn va trang nha. Hay khong thi mot céi gi d6 hoi cau ky mdt chit,” t0i n6i thém, mit nhin thy mot chiée
vay tuyét dep c6 hoa hong chay doc phia sau lung,

“Diing roi. Thire sur.... don gian hodc cau ky...” Ba ta viét nguéch ngoac vao sb ghi chép. “C6 thich loai dinh cudm hay théu chi?”
“Co & vay.”

“OK... ndo. Loai ¢6 tay hay vai tran?”

“C6 thé 12 vai trAn,” t6i trAm tu néi. “Hodc loai co tay.”

“C6 ¢6 mudn c6 dudi vay dai khong?”

“Oi, co!”

“Nhung cau khong phién néu khong c6 dudi vay ding khong?”” Suze néi thém, ¢6 dy dang doc qua to Toc ¢6 dau. “Y minh 1, cau uon lubén c6 thé ding
mot cai voan trim dau that dai khi bude vao lé duong ma.”

“ring thé. Nhung t¢ vén thich ¥ twéng vé c4i dubi vay dai...” toi nhin c6 chéim chiim, bong nhién bj thu hit boi y nghi d6. “Nay, Suze, liéu minh ¢6 theé
cho vai namnita moi cudl, lic d6 con ctia cdu khoang hai tudi - va nd cd thé nang dudi vy cho minh day!”
“Oil” Suze Iy tay che miéng lai. “Viéc d6 that tuyét voi! Nhung nhd nd ngdl kin quay ra? Hoic la hét thi sao?”
“Minh s& khong phién dau! Va ching ta s& sim cho né mdt bd canh that xinh xin, dang yéu...”

“Liéu ching ta quay lai cha dé dang n6i duoc chir...” Cynthia mim cudi voi ching ti va kiém tra lai c4i kep ti liéu ctia minh. “Vay 1 ching ta s& kiém
cai gi d6 hoac don gian hodc cauky, 6 tay hodc vai tran, ¢d I ¢6 dinh cudom va hozc théu va hoac cd dudi vy dai hodc khong.”

“Chinh x4c!”” Mat t6i ddi theo mt ba ta va nhin quanh ctra hang. “Nhung ba biét ddy, 6i khé linh hoat.”

“Dling vay.” Cynthia ling I liéc nhin ghi chép ciia minh mot hdi lau. “Ding vy,” ba ta lai n6i. “Véng, c6 mdt cach duy nhat dé co co thé biét minh mudn
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gl 14 thir vai cai vay... vy chiing ta hdly bat dau nao!
Tai sao t0i chua timg lam viéc ndy nhi? Thr vdy cudi dich thi 1 viéc vui nhélt ma t6i tirg lam trong subt cude doi minh. Cynthia chi cho t6i vao phong
thir db rit rong dan gidy dan tuong mau tréng va vang dong v& hinh cac tiéu thién str voi mot tim gwong to va dura cho t6i ci 40 16t bing ren, doi gy xa
tanh cao got dé di vao - va rdi nhan vién ban hing ctia ba ta mang vay vio, cit ndm cai mjt JAn. Toi thir mdt céi vay lua chiffon bo sat nguwdi voi phin
g kha tré, nhitng cai vay kiéu vay miia ba 16 v6i phén than bén trén bo sat va tangvay Jam bang vai krdi mém nhur Iya, nhitng chiéc vay im tir xa tanh
cao cap va ren, nhitng chiéc vay tron hoan toan véi dudi vay dai thudt tha, nhitng chiéc vay don gian, nhiing chiéc vay lap lanh...

“Khi c6 gap chiéc vay danh cho minh, ¢6 s& biét,” Cynthia van tiép tuc néi khi ngudi nhan vién ban hang treo nhitng chiée niic 40 1én moc. “Vay nén...
c0 ctr thir di.”

“Toi s& thir!” Toi vui vé n6i, va bude vao mt cai vy vai tran véi ding ten duoc dinh cwom va phan than vay 1de xde. Toi budc ra ngoai va didu qua
diéu lai trude mit Suze.

“Thét qua tuyét!” ¢ Ay noi. “Tham chi con dep hon ca cai vay c6 quai manh.”

“Minh biét! Nhung minh vén kha thich cai vay ¢6 tay bang ding ten roi xudng vai...” ti tur ngim minh trong guong. “Dén gid minh da thir bao nhiéu céi
10i?”

“Tir ndly dén gior d4 ... ba muroi lim cai,” Cynthia n6i, nhin vao danh sach.

“Va c6 bao nhiéu cai toi danh diu 1 c6 kha niing s& duyét ri?”

“Ba muroi hai.”

“Thét sa0?” T6i nging lén ddy ngac nhién. “Toi khong thich cai ndo vay?

“Hai cai vay mau hong va mot céi vay c6 40 khoac & ngoai.”

“O khong, t6i vén khé thich céi vy c6 40 khoéc ¢ ngodi d6. Hay dénh déu 1 c6 thé chon di” Toi di di lai lai mdt e nita, r0i nhin quanh cira hang, c6
nhin xem c6 cai gi t6i chura xemnita khong. Toi dimg lai dang trude mot day vay dai danh cho cac ¢6 bé s& rac hoa trong dam cudi va tho dai, hoi nang
né hon t6i dinh. “Chiia o1, viéc nay that kho khan, ding khong? Y minh Ia... chi c6 mit cai vay. Mot cai.”

“T6i nghi trudc ddy Becky chura timg mua céi vay ndo,” Suze n6i voi Cynthia. “C6 18 hoi sc van hoa.”

“Minh khong hiu tai sao ngudi ta khong thé méic nhidu hon mot cai nhi. Y minh i, d6 18 ra 1 ngay hanh phic nhét doi nguoi, ding khong? Ta phéi duoc
phép méc ndm cai vay.”

“Viée d6 s& rat tuyét!” Suze noi. “Céu c6 thé mic mdt cai thye sy dang yéu va ing man khi budc vao 1€ duong, rdi mdt cai trang nhi hon khi bude ra
khoi lé duong... roi mit cai khi ding ti€éc cocktail...”

“Va mit cai thue sur sexy dé khiéu vil... va mt cai khac dé...”
“Pé Luke xé toach ra,” Suze ndi, mit cd sang ruc én.

“Céc quy ¢d,” Cynthia ndi, kh& cuoi ré én. “Rebecca nay. Toi biét viée nay kho... nhung mdt lic ndo dé co phai ra chon thoi! Dam cudi vao thang
Sau, ¢6 hoi bi nudn roi day,”

“Lamsao t6i c6 thé mudn duge chir?” Toi stmg sot noi. “Toi vira mdi dinh hon thoéi ma!”

Cynthia Fic géu‘ “Néu n6i dén viéc chon vay cudi thi nhur vay 1 mudn. Chiing t6i luon khuyén ring néu cac ¢ dau nghi giai doan dinh hon ciia ho ngin
thi ho nén bat dau tim vay cudi trude khi dinh hon.”

“Oi Chuia 01.” T6i thdr dbc ra. “Toi khong biét ring viée nay lai khé khiin dén thé.”

“Thir ndt cai vay cudi kia di,” Suze goi y. “Cai vy c6 tay bong bang vai chiffon. Cau chura thir c4i d6, ding khong?”
“C),” t61 n6i, nhin nd that ngac nhién. “Chua, minh chua thir.”

Toi mang cai vay vao phong thir do, 16t cai vay co chan vay 1oe xoe, va chui vao céi ndy.

N6 nhe nhang trim Ién phan hong ciia t6i, 6m phin eo, va ghiég dudi vay dai va nho chay xudng san nha. Puong may & ¢6 kim cho khudn mit t6i xinh
hon, con mau vay thi ton thém nude da cua t6i. Cam giac rat dé chiu. Nhin cling thich.

“Nay,” Suze n6i, ngdi thing Ién khi t6i budc ra. “Ddy, n6 dep qua.” “Bep nhi?” Téi ndi, budc én byc.

Toi nhin minh cham chu trong gurong va cam thiy d& chiu. N6 1 mot chiéc vay don gian - nhung khi méic n6 trong t6i tht tuyét. N6 1am t6i nhin thuc sy
rat gay! N6 lam cho Ian da cuia t6i sang hon va... Chiia oi, ¢6 € n6 ding 1a cai danh cho t6i!



Ca ctra hang im lang,
“C c6 cam thiy & day khong?” Cynthia néi, va 6m chit iy bung minh. “T6i... khong biét! Toi nghi vay!” Toi kh& cudi sung suéng “Toi nghi ¢6 18 thé.”

“Toi biét ma. CO thiy chua? Khi c6 tim dugc chiée véy danh cho minh, n6 s& dénh guc c6. C6 khong thé 1én ké hoach viée ndy, ¢6 khong thé dién ta
bing cau chit. C6 chi biét diéu d6 khi né ding 1 céi vay danh cho ¢6.”

“Minh da tim thdy vay cudi roil” Toi vui vé n6i voi Suze. “Minh da tim thy roil”

“Cubi cing thi ciing thiy!” Trong giong n6i ctia Cynthia nhur ¢6 sy nhe nhdm. “Nao ching ta hily cing nhau ung champagne n mimg nao!”

Khi ba ta di khoi, t6i lai cam thiy tur phuc minh. N6 cir thé ma xéy ra, ta khong biét trude dugc. Ai co thé nghi t6i lai thich mdt cai vay ¢6 tay bong chir?
M6t nhén vién ban hang mang mot chiéc vay khac di ngang qua va toi thoang thiy chiéc 4o 16t b6 sat bang lua durgc théu, c6 thét ruy bang,

“Nay, cai kia nhin dep qua,” t6i ndi. “Cai do 1a gi vay?”

“Dlmg quan timno6 1 c4i git” Cynthia ndi, dura mdt ly champagne cho t6i. “C6 da tim duoc chiée vay ciia minh!” Ba ta nang ly 1én nhung t6i van dang
nhin cai 40 16t bd sat duoc that no.

“C0 I¢ to1 nén thir cai d6. Nhanh thoi.”

“Cau biét minh dang nghil gi khong?”” Suze néi, nging Ién tir tap chi C6 dau. “C6 & cau nén mic mdt cai vay nhin khong giéng véy cudi. Mot cai miu me
clf;ng han!”’

“Oi chao!” T6i nhin Suze chim chim, thiy cuc ky thich thi. “Chéng han nhu miu do hay dai loai vay.”

“Hay mdt bd quan 4o vest!” Suze goi y, cho t0i xem mdt trang tap chi. “Nhitng céi nay nhin khong hay sa0?”

“Nhung c6 da tim thiy céi vay ciia minh rdil”” Cynthia xen vio, giong ba ta hoi rit Ién. “C6 khong can xem nita dau! DAy chinh 1 c4i c6 can rdil”
“Um..” Toi xi mit ra. “Ba biét ddy... t6i khong chéc co phai khong.”

Trong mit khoanh khéc kinh khing toi nghil Cynthia sip ném ly champagne vao mt toi.

“Toi tudng day 1a céi vay trong mo ctia ¢d!”

“P6 I céi vay trong mot vai gidc mo ctia t6i thoi,” t6i giai thich. “T6i ¢6 rat nhiéu gidc mo. Ching ta ¢ thé ghi lai i s& can nhic chon né khong?”
“Pugc rdi,” cudi cling ba ta cling Ién ﬁéng “MOot cAn nhic khac. Toi s& viét lai.”

Khi ba ta di khoi, Suze rrdn ngudi vé phia trude trén sofa va hén hé noi vai toi. “Oi, Bex, & rat ling man ddy! Tarkie va minh d4 di dén nha tho noi cau
s€ lam dam cudi. N6 dep lam!”

“N6 dep ma,” t6i dong tinh, bdng nhién quén lén cam gidc t0i I0i.
Mac du chua c6 gi duoc quyét dinh ca. T6i chwa héin da chon khach san Plaza. Chung t6i c6 thé s& cudi & Oxshott.
Co E vay.

“Me cdu da dinh dat mdt c4i vom bang hoa hong Ién trén cong, va nhimg bé hoa hdng & tat ca chd ngdi trong nha tho... va r6i moi nguoi déu cai hoa
hong, Me céu nghi ¢6 thé ding hoa hong vang, nhung con xem mau ctia cac thir khac thé nao da...”

“0, dugc ddy. Um, minh khong chéc Fim...” tiéng t6i nho dan khi thiy cira ra vao cira hiéu mo ra ding sau toi.

Robyn dang di vao ctra hiéu, miic mot bo vest mau hoa ca va tay cAm tii xach Mulberry. Chi ta bt gip 4nh niit ciia t6i trong gwrong va khé vy tay.
Robyn Am gi & ddy nhi?

“Va 10i trén cac ban, ¢ 18 s& ¢6 nhitng chim hoa nho xinh xan...”

Robyn dang tién vé& phia ching t6i. T6i khong chéc minh thich viéc ndy Em

“Nay, Suze!” Toi quay nguoi lai va mim cudi tht tw nhién (t6i hy vong thé). “Sao cau khong di xem miy c4i... trm.. gbi dé nhin & dang kia nhi?”

“Céi gi co?” Suze nhin t6i chdm chiim nhur thé t6i d4 mét tri. “Cau khong dinh ding gbi dé nhin ddy chir?”” Lam on ding béo voi minh 1 cu bién thanh
ngudi My roi”



“Um, vay thi... miy c4i virong mién kia di. Minh ciing dinh mua mot céil”
“Bex, ¢6 chuyén gj thé?”

“Khong co gi!” Toi vui vé ndi. “Minh chi nghi ¢6 thé cdu muon... 6i, xin chao Robyn!”” Khi chi ta lai gan, t6i ¢6 nan ra mdt nu cuoi than thién.

“Chao Becky!” Robyn ndi, vd tay. “Cai vay d6 khong dep Eim sao? Trong ¢ khong phai rit dang yéu sao? Theo ¢d, d6 c6 phai cai danh cho co
khong?”

“Toi chura chéic im.” Migng toi céing ra, cam giéc thit dau don. “Robyn ndy, lam thé quai ndo ma chi biét toi & day thé? Chac hén chi phéi c6 kha néing
ngoai camroi!”’

“Cynthia bao t6i a ¢ dén day mi. C6 4y | ban cii ciia t61.” Robyn quay vé phia Suze. “Va dy i ban than cta 6 tir Anh sang ding khong?”
“O... ding vay. Suze nay, day I Robyn, Robyn nay, day l Suze.”

“Suze 4? C6 dy chinh 1 phi dau ctia ¢0 phai khong? Oi, that vinh hanh duoc gip 0, Suze a! Trong ¢ s& rat tuyét trong...” Chi ta ngimg lai ngay tirc thi
khi liéc nhin cai bung ctia Suze. “Oi Suze than men, c6 dang cd bau sao?”

“Chéic dén lic do6 toi da dé rdi,” Suze trén an chi ta.

“T6t 161 Khuon mit ctia Robyn nhur giéin ra. “Nhur t6i n6i, trong 6 s& rat tuyét néu niic mau tim!”

“Mau tim sa0?”” Nhin Suze that bi rdi. “Toi tudng toi s& mic mau xanh da troi.”

“Khong, chic chdn i mau tim.”

“Bex ndy, minh chéic chéin me cu ndi...”

“Um, sao cting dwoc.” Toi voi v cit ngang. “Robyn ndy. Liic ndy t6i dang khé ban....”

“Toi bidt, va t6i khong mubn Fim mét thoi gian ctia ¢6. Nhung vi t6i ¢ dy rdi nén c6 vai diéu... Hai gidy thoi, t0i hira déy!” Chi ta lyc ti va 1i ra cudn s
tay. “Déu tién, that khong may ban nhac giao hidng New York Philharmonic s& di hru dien ding vao khoang thoi gian dien ra dam cudi, nhung toi dang
tim cach thay thé day. Bay gio, c¢6 dicu...” C6 ta li€c nhin cuon so tay.

“Tuyét voil” Toi liéc nhin Suze thit nhanh, ¢6 4y tir ndly dén gitr van nhéin nhé nhin Robyn chém chim khong hiéu gi. “Chi biét ddy, c6 & chi nén goi dién
thoai cho t6i vao mdt luc nao dd, va chung ta cé thé ndi vé chuyén nay...”

“S& khong mit nhiéq thoi gian dau! Va vin gié kia 13.... ching t6i d4 1én lich ném thir d6 n & khach san Plaza vao ngy 23 tai phong an cua dau bép
trurong. Toi da chuyén loi nhdn x¢t cua c6 ve ca mit quy va ho dang xem xét lai viée d6...” Robyn lat trang gidy. “0, va t6i thuc sur van can danh sach
khach moi tir cho ¢6!” Chi ta ngang 1én va lic qua lac lai ngdn tay nhu qué trach toi. “Ching ta cling can xem x¢t dén thiép moi trude khi c6 danh sach
do! bac biét Ia véi nhiing vi khach tir murde ngoai!”

“OK. Toi s&... t0i s& xem xét viée ndy,” toi Fip bip.

T61 khong dam nhin sang Suze nita.

“Tuyét! Va toi s¢ gip c6 ¢ cira hiéu Antoine’s vao thir Hai, ic muroi gio. May céi banh ... chic ¢6 s& ngét di vi xtic dong mat. Bay gior toi phai di ngay
day.” Chi ta dong cuon so tay lai va mim curdi voi Suze. “Rat vui duge gap co, Suze a. Hen gap lai cd ¢ dam cudi!”

“Hen gip chi & do!” Suze nbi bang giong vui qué da. “Chéc chén roi.”

Canh ctra khép lai sau lung Robyn va t6i nghen ngao, mit t6i nglra ran lén.

“Vay i, e hém.. ¢6 1& minh nén di thay db.”

Toi tién vé phia phong thir dd mi khong nhin vao mét Suze. Mot It sau, ¢6 ciing vao d6 véi toi.

“Ai d4y?”” ¢ ndi nhe nhang khi t6i dang coi khoa chiéc vay.

“P6 Ia... Robyn! Chj 4y thét d& chiu ding khong?”

“Va chi ta n6i vé chuyén gi vay?”

“Chi ... chuyén tin giu v& van vé& dam cudi... cau biét ddy... Cau c6 thé gitp minh cdi cai 4o 16t ndy ra dwoc khong?”

“Tai sao chi ta lai nghi cau s& td chirc cudi & khach san Plaza cht?” “Minh.., ttrm... minh khong biét!”



“C6 cau biét! Va ca caiba b bira tiéc dinh hon nira!” Bdng nhién giong Suze nghiém trong hét mirc c6 thé. “Bex ndy, ¢6 chuyén gi vay?”
“Khong c6 chuyén gi ca!”

Suze tim Ky vai t6i. “Bex ndy, thoi ngay di! Cau s& khong cudi & khach san Plaza. Ping khong?”

To6i nhin ¢ dy cham chim, cam thiy it minh cang lic cang nong dan Ién.

“Po ... mt lwa chon,” cudi cung toi cling lén tiéng

“y ciu 14 sa0, sao n lai 13 mdt lwa chon?”’ Suze nhin t6i chiim chim, ban tay ¢ éy nhu budng long ra khdi ngudi toi. “Lamsao d6 co thé 12 mot lua
chon duoc?”

Toi chinh lai c4i vy trén méc 4o, cd cau gioy, cd ging kiém ché cam giéc i 16i dang dang Ién trong long t6i. Néu toi cur xtr nhur thé dy 1 mot chuyén
binh thurdng thi n6 s€ 13 mot chuyén binh thuong.

“Chi l3.... rm, Elinor da dé nghl duogc t6 chire mot dam cudi that hoanh trang cho minh va Luke. Va minh chua hoan toan quyét dinh xem c¢6 nén nhan 16i
ba ay khong,” Toi co thé thay thai do ctia Suze. “Sao co?”

“Y cau I sao khi néi ‘sao co’?” Suze thang théin vach ra. “Thé con (a) me cau da va dang chudn bi dam cudi cho cau? Thé con viée (b) Elinor 1 mot
con b céi dang ghét? Thé con (c) cau bi mét tri rdi 4? Lam thé quai ndo mi cau lai mudn cwdi & khach san Plaza chir?”

“BOi vi... boi vi...” Toi nhém niit lai tht nhanh. “Suze ndy, cau phéi nhin thiy n6 méi duoc. Bon minh s& ¢6 dan nhac giao huong b ddy, va trimg c4
muoi, va ¢6 hau nita ndy... va ¢6 khung anh cua Tiffany cho moi nguoi ¢ trén ban... va champagne Cristal... va ca cho d6 s€ dugc bien thanh mot khu
vuon bi bo buia mé that huyén bi, va bon minh s€ c6 nhitng cay bul6 that va chim choc...”

“Nhitng cy buld thit 42" Suze xi mit ra. “Cau can miy cai do im gi chir?”

“N6 gidng nhur truyén Cong chiia ngi trong rimg ma! Va minh s& i cong chiia, va Luke s& 13...” Toi n6i nhd dan khi nhin thiy Suze dang nhin t6i nhu
quo trach.

“Thé con me cau thi sao?”

Lai im king, va t6i gia v dang mai mé thao cai 4o 16t ra. Toi khong mubn phai nghi dén me t6i vao lic nay.

“Bex nay! Thé con me cau thi sao?”

“Minh s& phai... lim cho ba d6iy,” cudi cling tdi ciing Ién tiéng.

“Lam cho me cau dbi y sao?”

“Ba da tu nhi minh khong dugce phép t6 chirc so sail” Toi chng ché. “Néu ba dén va nhin thiy khéch san Plaza, va tit ca nhitng k& hoach nay...”

“Nhung me cau da chuén bi dwoc rat nhiéu thir rdi! Khi bon minh & d6 ba da khong néi vé chuyén gi khac. Mg cau va... hang xdm cua cau tén la gi éy
I]I]i?”

“Janice.”

“Ding rdi. Ho goi cai bép nha cau 14 trung tAm chi huy. C6 khoang sau céi bang dugc dung lén ding dé dinh cac to ghi ch, 10i cac danh sach, va vat
liéu & khap n01 Va ca hai dang rat hanh phtic khi lam viéc d6.” Suze nhin t6i tha thict. ‘“Becky nay, cau khong thé bao ho moi chuyén cham dut duge.
Cau khong the.”

“Elinor s& lam cho moi nguoi En may!” Giong ndi ctia 61 phang phét sur hdi 161, nhung t6i gia v nhur khong nghe thiy gi. “Y minh 13, moi ngudi s& rét vui
vé! P6 s& 1 ky niém chi cé mdt An  trong doi cho moi nguoi ma! Ho c6 thé & trong khéch san Plaza, va nhay ca dém, va thaim New York... Ho s& ¢6
mot ky nghi xa hoa nhét tir trrde dén gio!”

Toi dang 6 ging hét strc dé v& nén mit birc tranh dep nhung tn tham tam t6i biét diéu d6 khong ding, Khi nhin vao it Suze ti thy cam gidc i 10i
tran ngdp trong long, va t6i voi nhin di cho khac.

“Cau da noi chuyén ndy voi me cau chua?”
“Khong. Minh.... minh chura néi gi v6i me minh ca. Chura. Chi dén khi ndo minh chéc chéin 100% da.” Ca hai ching t6i im king va mit Suze nheo lai.

“Bex ndy, cdu s& Bim gi d6 xtr Iy chuyén nay chr?”” ¢6 bdng nhién n6i. “Hay hira voi minh | cau s& khong gia cAm gia diée va vo nhu khong ¢ chuyén gi
xay ra cha?”

“Thiét tinh! Minh s& khong lam thé dau!” Toi phin nd noi.



“Hay nhé 1a minh chir khong phai ai dau nhé!” Suze viic lai. “Minh biét cu nhur thé ndo ma! Cau thudng ném céc sao ké ngAn hing vao sot réc va hy
vong mdt nguroi hoan toan xa la nao d6 s€ thanh toan hda don cho cau!”

Thé déy. Ta ké cho ban bé minh céc bi mit riéng tw nhét, dé rdi ho ding ching dé chdng lai ta.

“K¢é tir i d6 minh d3 truéng thanh 1én nhidu rdi,” 61 ni, ¢b ging c6 vé tu ton. “Va minh s& giai quyét duoc chuyén ndy. Minh chi cn... chi cAn nghiky
mot chit.”

Ca hai ching 01 im king hoi u. Ngoai ki, t0i ¢6 thé nghe thy Cynthia noi “Tai cira hang Dream Dress ctia ching ti, khéu hiéu ctia ching toi 1, ban
khong chon chiéc vay ctia minh...”

“Nghe ndy, Bex,” cudi cing Suze én tiéng, “Minh khong thé quyét dinh thay cho cAu. Khong ai c6 thé lam vay. Tat ca nhing gi minh mubn n6i i, néu
cau dinh rit khoi dam cuéi do me cu to chire thi cu s€ phai lam viée nay that nhanh.”

THE PINES
43 duong Elton

Oxshott,

Surrey

TIN NHAN CHUYEN BANG FAX

GUI BECKY BLOOMWOOD

TUME

Ngiy 20 thang Ba nim 2002

Becky, con yéu! Tin cyuc ky tt lnh day!

C6 thé con da nghe viéc Suze im do ca phé Ién chiéc vay cudi. Con bé that hau dau, t6i nghiép nd.

Nhung me da dua cai vy dén tiém giat k... va ho da im viée tht tuyét voi! N6 lai tréng phau nhur tuyét r6i va con van s& miic dugc nd!
Yéu con rit nhidu va hai me con rrinh s& noi chuyén sémnhé,

Me XXXKXXXXK

Ban dang doc truyén Tin Do Shopping Ld"y Ch&ng duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuwong 8

Ok. SUZE n6i ding. Toi khong thé ding déng méi dwoc. Toi phai quyét dinh thoi.

Ngay hém sau khi ¢ dy quay vé nha, t0i ngdi )qlépg trong phong thay do ctia minh vao gior nghi trra véi mot mau gidy va mot cay but. Toi s& chi can im
viéc ndy mot cach 16 gic thoi ma. Can phai can nhic thiét hon, danh gia toan bg - va sau d6 dua ra mot quyet dinh dura trén can nhéc can thin. Ping
vay. Lam thoi

Ung ho viée td chire & Oxshott

1. Mg s& vui

2. Bb s& vui

3. D6 s& la mit dam cudi dang yéu

T6i nhin chiim chiim vao céi danh sach vai gidy - r6i viét d& muc moi.

Ung ho viéc t6 chitc & New York


http://ebookfull.net

1. T6i s& c6 d4m cudi hoanh trang nhét trén thé giéi
Toi ip mit vao tay. Viét ra gidy ciing ching d& dang hon.

Su thue 1a kho hon, bdi vi su ludng Iy dap théng vao mit toi, chir khong phéi chd t6i mudn - trong céi hdp bé xiu phia sau ndo noi ma t6i khong phai
nhin vao.

“Becky a?”

“Vang.” Toi ngang Ién, lap tire Ay tay che manh glay kia. Bimg ¢ cira phong thir quén 4o ca toi 14 Elise, mt trong nhitng khach hang ctia t6i. Chi la mot
luat su chuyén vé ludt doanh nghiép, ba muroi kim tudi, vira duoc cir sang Hong Kéng mot nam Toi s€ kha nho chi, that d4y. Tan gau voi chi lic ndo
ciing thich, mic du chi khong thuc su ¢ Kkhiéu hai hude. Toi nghi chi rAt mubn c6 khiéu hai hude - chi 1 chi hoan toan khong hiéu chuyén cuoi dé 1hm al
“Chao Elise!” t6i ngac nhién néi. “Ching ta ¢ hen vdi nhau khong nhi? Em ¢t nghi hdm nay chi s€ di chur.”

“Ngay mai. Nhung chi mu6n mua cho emmdt mon qua cudi trude khi chi di.”
“Oi! Chi khong phéi lam thé dau!” Téi reo Ién, thim vui.
“Chi chi cn tim hiéu xem em Ién danh séch qua cuéi thé nao thoi ma.”

“Um, thye ra [y, bon em chura 1én danh sach,” 61 noi, cam tlﬁy hoi bucﬂb(}i Viée ching t6i chura 1én danh sach qua ting ddm curéi khong phai 16i ctia toi.
D6 1 16i ctia Luke! Anh 4y ctr n6i ban qua nén khong danh mot ngiy dé uon céc cira hang duoc, thanh thue ma néi, diéu nay that vo 1y.

“Van chura Ién danh sach sa0?”” Elise nhin mit. “Vay Jam thé ndo chi mua qua cho em dugc?”
“Véng... trm.. chi chi viéc... mua g d6. Chéc thé.”

“Khong ¢6 danh séach sao?” Elise nhin t6i khong hiéu gi. “Nhung chi s& mua gi cha?”

“Emkhong biét! Bat cir thir gi chi thich!” T6i kh& cuoi. “C6 thé | mdt céi... 1o mréng banh.”
“Mt céi 1o muréng banh. OK.” Elise Iy tung tii xéch ctia minh dé tim mot manh gidy. “Model gi?””

“Em khong biét gi dau! D6 chi 1 thir bat chot xuét hién trong dau em thoi ma! Nay, Elise, chi vi... em khong biét, mua cho em cai gi d6 & Hong Kong
di.”

“Em Ién danh sach qua & tan Hong Ko6ng sao?” Elise to ra rt sin sang, “Cira hiéu ndo thé?”

“Khong! Y em...” Toi thé dai. “OK, chi nay. Khi nao bon em Ién danh sach qua thi ems& cho chi biét chi tiét nhé. C6 thé chi am viee do qua mang
duoc ma.”

“Um OK.” Elise cat mu gidy kia di, nhin t6i trich moc. “Nhung thure sur em nén 1én danh séch di. Moi ngudi s& mudn mua qua cho emma.”
“Emxin 16, t6i n6i. “Nhung thdi, chi hay that vui vé & Hong Kéng nhé.”

“Camon em” Elise do du, roi ngurong nging tién 1én phia trurde va hon nhe 1én ma toi. “Tam biét, Becky. Cam on vi sur gitip do clia em.”
Khi chi dy di khoi, t6i lai ngdi xudng va nhin vao mau gidy, cd ging tap trung.

Nhung t6i khong thé thoi nghi vé diéu Elise noi.

Nh& chi &y ni ¢6 Iy thi sao? Biét d4u co hang t4 ngwdi ngoai kia dang 6 ging tim qua ting ching t6i ma khong thé duroc?

Bdng nhién toi cam théy s héii. Nh ho tirc gidn ma thoi khong mua nira thi sao? Hay nhé tit cé bon ho déu mua cho ching ti céi binh thity tinh thon ¢
mau xanh I4 cay xau hoac, giong nhu cai di Jean mua cho b me t6i ma bay gid ¢l dén Gidng sinh 13 chiing t6i lai dem ra ding thi sao?

Viée nay thit nghiém trong. Toi cam dién thoai 1én va goi nhanh cho Luke.

Khi dién thoai d6 chudng, t6i bong nhién nhé ra hom trude da hira thoi khong goi dién dén chd lam cta anh &y néu c6 miy céi viéc ma anh goi |a
“chuyén tam phao vé dam cu6i” Toi da timg bét anh phai gitt dién thoai nira tiéng dong ho dé nghe toi micu ta ba kiéu ban &n khac nhau va hién nhicn la
anh ay da bi 16 mdt cudc goi quan trong tir Nhit Ban.

Nhung chéc chin ddy 1 ngoai 6 ding khong?

“Anh nghe nay!” T6i n6i khén trurong khi anh vira nhic may Ién. “Ching ra can lén danh sach qua cu6i! Ching ta khong thé tri hoan hon duoc nira!”



“Becky nay, anh dang hop. Viéc nay dé sau dwoc khong?”

“Khong! Viéc ndy quan trong!”

Im king mdt Iic - i t6i nghe thiy Luke ni, “Céc anh lim on chd t6i mot chit dwoc khong...”
“OK.,” anh ndi, quay lai véi ci dién thoai. “Bét dAu lai nhé. C6 chuyén gi thé em?”

“Vin d& 1a moi ngudi dang cd ging mua qua tang ching ta! Ching ta can 1én danh sach! Néu khong c6 gi dé cho ho mua thi ai m biét duoc ho s& mua
gi cho chiing ta cha!”

“Um, vay thi Ién danh sach thoi”

“Em van mu6n im viée ndy ma!” Toi rit Ién gidn di. “Anh biét ki em van mudn mi! Em da ludn mong moi va chd doi anh c6 mot ngy rdi rdi hay thim
chi mdt budi tdi...”

“Anh b d4u Ién vi cong viée,” anh ndi, giong hoi bao bién. “Liic ndo ciing thé na.”

Toi biét tai sao anh lai bao bién nhur vay 1oL, D6 1a vi démnao anh ciing létmméy cai viéc quang cdo v& van cho t6 chirc tir thién ctia Elinor. Va anh biét
t01 nghif gi ve vi€c nay ma.

“Um, chiing ta can phai bat dau viéc nay,” t6i néi. “Ching ra can quyét dinh c4i ching ta mudn.”
“Nghe nay, Becky. Anh ¢6 thue sur can phai dén d6 khong?”

“Tét nhién anh can phai dén d6 rdi! Anh khong quan tim ching ta s& c6 bét dia gi sa0?”

“Thanh thuc ma ndi, khong,”

“Khong 42" Toi hit thé sau, chi dé chuén bi tudn ra mot trang, “Néu anh khong quan tim dén bét dia ciia ching ta, vAy c6 & anh ciing khong quan tim
deén moi quan hé cua ching ta dau!”

R&i that kip thoi t6i nhan ra ring, theo cach ndy t6i ¢6 thé chon bét cir thir gi t6i mudn.

“Um, OK,” t5i n6i. “Em s& Bm viéc ndy.”

“Tuyét. Va anh da nhan 161 ching ta s& dén ubng tra voi me anh & cn ho ciia ba vao ti nay. Sau gio ba muroi”

“0,” t6i n6i, xi mit ra. “Duoc rdi. Hen gap anh lac d6. Vay em goi lai cho anh sau khi em dén Tiffany dé cho anh biét emda chon gl duge chu?”

“Becky nay,” Luke lanh ling néi. “Néu em goi cho anh thém mdt lan nita vé& miy cai viéc dam cudi nay trong lic anh dang m viéc thi chic chin a ¢6
thé chiing ta s€ ching c6 dam cudi nao nira dau.”

“Puoc rdil” Toi ndi. “Puoe rdi! Néu anh khong thich, em s& chi viéc t6 chure tt va hen gap anh & bubi I8, duoc chira? Nhur vay da wvira y anh chua?”
Im Eing mdt hdi, va t6i c6 thé nhan thiy Luke dang cuoi 1on.

“Bm mubn mit cau tra 10 thanh thuce hay mdt céu tra 161 dat diém tuyét déi cho cau hoi “Nguoi dan dng ctia ban c6 thue sy yéu ban khong?” trén tap chi
Cosmos nao?”

“Cho em cu tré 10i dat diém tuyét déi di,” t61 ndi sau khi nghi mot lat.

*“Anh mubn tham gia vao timg viéc nho trong dam cudi clia ching ta,” Luke n6i rét chén thanh. “Anh hiéu réing néu anh t6 ra thiéu quan tim & bt cir giai
doan nao thi d6 1a dau hi¢u anh chura thire sy camkét gan bd doi minh véi em, mt phuy nit xinh dep, chu déo, va rat doi dac biét, va thanh thye ma néi,
anh khong xtig dang c¢6 duoc em.”

“Nghe ciing kha hay ddy, em nghi thé,” t6i n6i, hoi mién cudng “Nao, bay gid ndi cho em cau tra 1i thanh thye di.”

“Hen gip em & budi I8.”

“Ha ha ha. Pugc rdi, em chi mubn ndi 13, anh s& 4n han khi em bt anh miic com & cudi mau h@)ng,”

“Emnéi ding,” Luke noi. “Anh s& 4n han. Bay gio anh phai di roi. Tht su ddy. Anh s& gip em sau nhé.”

“Bye.”

Toi dat dién thoai xuéng,vm tay iy 40 khoac, va cam tdi xach 1én. Khi kéo khoa lai, t6i liéc nhin méu gidy 1an nita va cin mdi. C6 I& t6i nén & ddy i
nghi thém chut niira, va c0 ging dua ra quyet dinh.



Nhung rdi... dit cui & Anh hay & M thi ching t0i ciing can danh sdch qua ting d4m cudi, ding khong nhi? Vay nén cling c6 1y khi t0i chi vige di chon
qua tang dam cudi truede da - va quyet dinh t6i s€ cudi & nurde nao sau.

Chinh x4c.

OK, I ra ti nén nhén ra ring rat nhiéu c6 dau c6 thé mubn chon qua & Tiffany. Va day Ia thoi diémrat dong khach trong ngay, va s6 Irong nhan vién
ban hang ¢ mot thoi diém thi han ché. Toi da noi voi bon ho rang day trurong hop khan cap va t6i phai ndi rang, ho rat thong cam, nhung ngay ca khi
ho rét thong cam thi ho ciing khong thé tiép toi vao lic nay. Ho hoi lidu toi c6 thé quay lai vao Iic hai gio hodc ngay mai dwoc khong,

Nhung Itc hai git thi t0i phéi lim viéc. Va ngay mai toi s& rét bén, t0i da biét | minh khong duoc nghi trura tir & m. Chua of, im thé nao ma ta vira
chuan bi dam cudi lai vira di lam cing mot lic duge nhi? Khi di b vé Barneys, 61 buc doc trong nguoi. Da quyet dinh s€ Ién danh sach qua cudi r6i thi
t01 khong the chd thém mdt phit ndo nira. Toi mudn lamngay bay gio; khi t6i day himg thd, va trude khi ai d6 dimua cho ching toi mot cai binh thon o
mau xanh I cdy. Toi dang ban khodn liéu c6 nén goi cho nhitng nguroi thin thict de cho ho bict s¢ c6 danh sach qua cu6i khong thi.. mat 61 bi dan mot
quang co ctia hang Crate va Barrel. “Hay budc vao va Ién danh sach qua tang,” dong chit vit phia trén birc anh mdt am dun tra to, bong loang,

Toi dimng lai ngay & giita phd. C6 mot cira hiéu Crare va Barrel lon cach day khoang hai phut di bo. Y 16i 14, n6 khong phai 14 Tiffany - nhung n6 ciing
qua tang, ding khong? N6 ciing c6 xoong chao, va céc thur... O4, t6i dang di. Toi bat dau bude, moi ic moi nhanh hon, cho dén khi tdi gan nhur chay
trén via he.

Gan nhu t6i dang lao vao ctra hang, thd gip, va nhan ra minh khong biét gi vé viéc 1n danh sach qua cudi. Thire ra, t6i hoan toan khong biét gi vé danh
sach cudi ca. Vudam cudi ciia Tom va Lucy t6i ké voi bo me, va me da chuan bi moi thir - va ngudi duy nhat con lai t6i quen ma da cudi la Suze, co ay

va Tarquin khong c6 danh sach qua cudi.

Toi thén tho nhin quanh cira héng, bin khoéin khong biét bit dau tir dau. Cira hang that séng stia, voi nhimg cai ban sac so ke chd nay chd kia duge xép
sap nhur chuan bi an toi, va ¢ bay rat nhicu ly coc sang loang, nhitng gid dung dao, va d6 lam bép bang thép khong gi.
Khi di lang thang dén cho chong xoong n01 sang bong, ti déy y thiy c6 mdt ¢b gai toc dudi gi lic la i hr dang di quanh danh du céc thir trong mot céi

danh sach nao do. Toi tién lai gin hon, ¢b ging nhin xem c6 4y dang lam g, va tia thay dong chit “Phiéu Ién danh sach qua ting & Crate va Barrel” trén
t gidy. C6 Ay ciing dang 1én danh sach qua ting! OK, t6i c6 thé quan sat xem c6 Ay lam gi.

AAAAA

Cb Ay cAmmdt cai chao 1én, va t6i khong thé gidu duoc nu cudi ctia minh. Thiét tinh, mAy ngudi Manhattan nay chang biét gi ca. C6 dy ¢o & chua bao
210 nau mdt bira &n ndo trong sudt cudc doi minh!

“Do 1a mdt cai chao ran,” t6i lich sy néi. “Co ding nd dé ran céc thir.”

“OK. Viy céi nay thi sa0?”

Cb 4y cammdt cai chao khac Ién, cai ndy co bé mit gon séng va c6 hai cai tay camto. Oi. Cai d6 dé lam cai quéi gi nhi?
“T6i.. trm... tOi nghi 6 13 mot cai... chao... rong... ran... dp la...”

“A, U nhi.” C 4y nhin n6 ban khodn v toi nhanh chong lang ra chd khéc. Toi di qua chd bay bat sir dé an ngii cdc va dimg chan lai & mot quay c6 ghi
chir “Quay dang ky qua ting” C6 I& day I noi ta ldy may cai mau dang ky.

“Chao mimg quy khach dén Crate va Barrel,” c6 mdt thong diép vui vé trén mén hinh méy tinh. “Xin hdly nhap yéu cau ctia quy khéch vao may.”
T6i bam dién cudng vio man hinh may 1an lién. Toi con héng mdt dbi phia sau hung t6i cai nhau vé méy céi dia.

“Em chi khong thich tré thanh thir d gbm mau ndu sdm thdi,” ¢b gai dang n6i gin nhur sip khoc.

“Um, vay em mudn thanh c4i gi?”” chang trai dap tra.

“Emkhong biét!”

“C6 phai em dang n6i anh 13 thir @ gdm méu ndu sim khong ha Marie?”

Oi Chta oi, t6i phai thoi ngay cai vu nghe Ién ndy. Toi nhin xuong min hinh mjt Jan nita, va dimg lai vi ngac nhién. Toi vira md trang ta 6 thé xem danh
sach dang ky ctia nhitng ngurdi khac dé biet s€ mua cho ho qua gi. To6i chuan bi an vao nitt “Thoat” va bo di thi lai dung lai.

S& rat tuyét néu xem duogc nhitng nguoi khac diang ky cai gi, ding khong?
Than trong, 61 nhdp t€n “R. Smith” va An “Enter.”

That kinh ngac, man hinh bét dAu hién ra mdt 16 mdt ¢ tén ctia céc cap doi



Rachel Smith va David Forsyth, Oak Springs, bang Miss.

Annie M. Winters va Rod Smith, Raleigh, bang N.c.

Richard Smith va Fay Bullock, Wheaton, bang III.

Leroy Elms va Rachelle F. Smith...

Cai nay thit tuyét! OK, dé xem xem Rachel va David chon gi ndo. T6i nhan “Enter”” va mot lat sau cai may bat dau nha ra mot miu gidy.

Pha thuy tinh dé an Trimg ci mudi/ Tom 4 céi

Pia dung banh c6 chan va c6 nip chup 1 céi

Bat thity tinh dung hoa qua 2 cai

Binh thon ¢6 kiéu ¢6 dién dung tich 28 oz

Oi, tit ca déu co vé rit tuyét. Toi chéic chén mudn mot cai bat thiy tinh dyng hoa qua. Va cai dia dyng tom

OK, by gio hily xem Annie va Rod d chon gi ndo. T6i nhén “Enter” lin nita, va mdt danh sach khac bt dau hién ra trudc mt toi.

Troi oi, Annie va Rod thich d6 ding cho quiy ruou! Téi ban khoan khong hiéu tai sao ho lai mudn dén tan ba c4i x6 dung da.

Thé nay thi dtng 1 nghién ngp that! Xem Richard va Fay s& mua gindo. Va 10i Leroy va Rachelke... t0iin hét ra, va ban khoan khong l}iéu c6 nén thir
mot cai tén kha’cﬂ khong, nhur Brown chang han, thi mdt giong ndi vang Ién, “Thura chi, t6i ¢6 thé giip gi cho chi a?” T6i ngang dau lén thay mdt nhan vién
ban hang deo bién tén 14 “Bud” dang mim cuoi véi minh. “Co phai chi dang gap khé khin tim danh sach qua ting khong?”

T6i cam thy hoi nguong,

T6i khong thé thi nhan minh chi dang thoc miii vao chuyén ctia ngudi khac.

“T6i... thiye ra... ti vira tim ra roi.” Toi cAm dai cai danh sach ciia Richard va Fay kén. “Ho 1 ban cta ti, Richard va Fay.” Toi héing giong, “T6i mudn
mua cho ho mdt mon qua cudi. B 1 ly do tai sao t6i & ddy. Thémnita, t6i muon lén danh sach qua cudi cho chinh minh.”

“Vang, viy mua qua ting trude da. Chi mudn mua gia?”

“Um.. vang...” Téi liéc xubng cai danh sach. “Um...”

Théi ndo. Toi thye sy s€ khong mua mdt mon qua cho mot cadp doi la hodc ndo d6. Chi can tha nhéin su thit. Toi 1a ké thoc mach.
“Thyc ra... t0i nghi s& dé hom khac am” t6i n6i. “Nhung t6i mudn lén danh sach qua ting cho ban thén da.”

“Khong sao a!” Bud vui vé néi. “Pay 1 miu dang ky dé chi dién vao khi di loanh quanh ddy... chi s& thiy hiu hét cac san phdm ctia chiing ti dwoc chia
nho ra thanh cac muc khac nhau...”

“0, ding vay. Nhur 13...”

“Dd bép, do dao dia, d6 bt dia, xoong ndi, dd dimg cho qudy ruou, cde ly udng ruou ¢ chan, do thity tinh...” Cau ta dimg lai dé tho. “Va rét nhidu loai
khéc nita.”

“Ding vay...”

“C6 thé viée ndy hoi khé khiin mot chit, phéi quyét dinh xem chj mubn gi cho ngdi nha moi ciia minh.” Céu ta mim cudi voi t0i. “Vy nén ti xin goi ¥ B,
chi nén bat dau voi nhirng thir thict yéu. Hay nghi vé nhitng thir can thiét hang ngay - va roi tiép tuc tir d6. Néu chi can dén t6i, hiy cir goi nhé!”

“Tuyét qua! Cam on nhiéu!”

Bud di chd khéc va t6i phén khich nhin quanh cira hing, t0i chura bao gitr himg khdi nhur thé ké tir khi viét danh sach qua ting cho ong gid Noel. Va
tham chi ngay ca khi me t61 dom qua vai t6i ma n6i nhirng diéu nhur kiéu “Me khong chac ong gia Noel c6 the tang con mbt doi dép di trong nha bang
hdng ngoc that dau, con yéu a. Sao con khong xin mdt quyén sach tép t6 that dep nhi?”

By gio, khong ai béo t6i c6 thé hay khong thé c6 g Toi ¢ thé viét bat ctr thir gi toi thich! Toi c6 thé chon miy céi dia  déng kia... va céi binh kia... va
cai ghe kia... Y t6i 1a, néu t6i muon, ti cd theé chon bat ctr cai gi! Ca ctra hang nay!

Ban biét dy. Theo Iy thuyét 1 thé.

Nhung t6i s& khong bi phén khich qua mirc dau. Toi s¢ bat dau véi nhimg nhu cau hing ngay, ding nhur Bud goi y. Cam thiy vui sudng vi d truong



thanh, t6i tha than tién dén chd trung bay dung cu nha bép va bét diu xem xét k§ méy cai gia bay hang.

Oi. Kep tom him! Phai y mily céi d6 moi duge. Va ca méy cai bat dung ngd bé xiu déng yéu kia nita. Va miy bong hoa ciic bé xiu bang nhya dé
thurong kia nira. Toi chang bict ching d€ 1am gi nhung nhin that qua doi dang yéu!

Toi ghi lai céc sb hiéu thit cAn than trén t& danh sach ctia minh. OK. Con gi nira nhi? Khi nhin quanh An nita, t6i nhu bi day db crom séang béng hit hon.
Oi chao. Ching t6i phai c6 may lam dong sira chua moi duoc. Va mbt may lam banh qué nita. Va méay lm banh mi, va may ép hoa qua, va Lo nuong
banh chuyén nghiép dung cho cac bép trudng kia nira. Toi viét tat ca cac so hiu lai va nhin quanh that hai long. Lam thé quai ndo ma t6i lai chua bao gio
lam céi vi€c Ién danh sach qua ting thé nay chir? Bi mua sam ma khdng can phai tiéu tién!

Ban biét déy, 18 ra toi nén cudi lu rdi moi phai.

“Xin 16i.”” Céi co géi toc dudi ga dang 6 bén quiy dao. “Chj c6 biét c4i xén Iong gia cAm dé lam gi khong?” Co dy cam mdt cai dung cu gi d6 Ién, cai nay
t6i chura bao gio nhin thay trong doi.

“Chung ... cai xén Iong cho gia cam.. t6i doan thé...”
Ching t6i do dAn nhin nhau mdt lic, rdi ¢d gai nhin vai ndi, “OK,” va viét n6 vao danh sach.

C6 & t6i ciing nén By mdt vai cai xén Iong do. Va mdt trong nhitng con dao thai rau thom déng yéu kia. Va mdt cai dén han chuyén dung dé lam banh
créme brulee nita.

C6 thé gior thi t0i chua timg im bénh créme brulee - nhung biét dau ddy. Khi két hon rdi, ¢ thé t0i s& lam. Toi bong hinh dung ra canh toi deo tap dé,
mot tay lam banh brulee con tay kia quay nrde sot hoa qua tur 1am & nha, trong khi Luke va mdt hang dai nhitng vi khach vui tinh dirng nhin day ngudng
m.

“Vay chi con lén danh sach & dau khéc nita?”’c gai hoi, cAm mdt céi danh trimg lén va nhin chédm chim vio 1.

To6i nhin ¢6 4y ngac nhién. <Y ¢6 1 sao? Pugc phép c6 nhiéu hon mot danh sach sao?”

“Tét nhién! Toi ¢6 ba c4i ny. Py i ctia Williars-Sonoma, va Bloomies. O d6 rit hay, chi ¢6 thé ra moi thir bang mdt c4i sing...”

“Ba danh sach sao!” T6i khong thé ngiin sur sung suwéng 16 ra trong giong minh.

Va thyc sy, ban ctr nghi ma xem, sao chi dirng lai & ba?

Vi thé cho dén ltc ti ¢6 it & céin b ciia Elinor t6i hom do, t0i da hen dé lén danh sach qua ¢ Tiffany, Bergdorf, Bloomingdale’s, va Barneys, dt
catalogue ctia Williams- Sonoma, va bat dau mot danh sach qua cudi trén mang,

Toi chura thé nghil ¢én viée s& cudi & dau - nhung nhing viée can im trude thi nén Bm trudc.

Khi Elinor mé ctra, nhac dang dugc mo va can hd c6 niii hoa thom that d& chiu. Elinor dang mic mjt cai vay cudn, va toc ba ta nhin hoi mém hon so v
thuong 1€ - va khi ba ta hon t6i, ba ta khe siet chat ay tay toi.

“Luke d4 dén roi,” ba n6i khi ching toi di doc theo hanh lang, “Doi giay khé dep ddy. Méi phai khong?”

“0, ding thé a. Ctia Dolce & Gabbana a! Cam on bac!” Toi khong thé ngin minh hd héc mdm vi ngac nhién. Toi chura bao gioy duge Elinor khen. Chua
ttrng m)t fin.

“Nhin chéu c6 vé gy di mdt chit,” ba ta néi thém. “C6 vé hop véi chau diy.”

T01 qua choang nén da dimg lai i ngay glua béc cua r01 phal di nhanh len dé dudi kip ba ta. Co phai cudi cing thi Sherman, sau mt thoi gian twong dbi

AAAAAA

Nhung thoi... ctr thir nghi ma xem, ba ta cting kha tir t& vao lc cubi bita tiéc dinh hon dy chir. Ba ta n6i ding i mot sai sot khi tén t6i khong c6 trong
danh sach vao cira va ba Ay thire s rét xin Ioi.

Thuc ra khong phai, ba 4y khong hdn da n6i xin 161 - ba 4y s& kién nhimg ngudi to chire tiée. Nhung thoi. Nghe nhur thé ciing 1 ¢6 quan tim rdi, ding
khong nhi?

Chia oi, ¢6 I& Elinor ¢6 mot phén tot dep dang an gidu, t0i nghil. C6 1§ ¢6 mot con nguoi hoan toan khéc dudi cdi vo ngoai bang gid kia. Ping thé! Ba dy
yeu duoi va cam thay bat an nhung lai c6 tao ra vé boc bao v¢ bén ngoai. Va t6i 1a ngudi duy nhat ¢ thé nhin dudi 16p vo boc nay, va khi toi coi bo

duoc vo boc d6 va dua Elinor thue sur ra voi thé gioi bén ngoai thi ca cong dong New York niy s& vo cling ngac nhién, va Luke s& yéu toi hon nita, va
moi ngudi s€ goi toi 1a Co gai da lam thay d6i Elinor Sherman, va...

“Becky nay?”” Giong Luke cit ngang suy nghi ctia toi. “Em 6n chi?”



“Vang,” t6i ndi, gidt minh nhan ra minh d& dam vao ban ca phé.

“Vang, em 6n!”

T6i ngdi canh anh trén ghé sofa, Elinor dua cho ti mot cbe rrou wdp d4 lanh, va ti ubng mdt ngum, hec ra ngoai cra s nhin 4nh dién sang lap lanh &
khéip Manhattan. Elinor va Luke dang ban luan d& vé t6 chirc tir thién, con t6i nhai mot hat hanh nhan tAm mudi va dau 6¢ de di dau d6. Ching hiéu sao
61 lai hinh dung ra canh trong nhur trong mo' khi Elinor n6i voi dam dong, “Becky Bloomwood khong chi la nguoi con dau AU murc na con B nguodi
ban dang qui,” va t61 mim curdi that khi€m nhudng khi moi ngudi bat dau vo tay, roi bong nhién co mdt tieng gi d6, va toi tinh ra, lam song mét it rugu ra
ngoai.

Elinor d6ng cudn sb tay bang da ca sdu ma ba vira viét lai. Ba cit n6 di, vin nho nhac lai mot chit, va nhin thing vao mit toi.

“Rebecca nay,” ba ta noi.

“Véng a.”

“Bac yéu cau chau dén déy t6i nay vi co mt viéc bac can trao doi voi chau.” Ba rot thém rrou cho t0i va t6i mim cudi véi b.

“Da, thé a?n

“Nhur chau biét, Luke 1 mot chang trai tré gidu c6.”

“0. Vang,” t6i n6i, hoi ngurong nging, “Um... ving, chau nghi vay.”

“Bac da ndi chuyén voi cac ludt su cua minh... va ca voi cac udt su cﬁz} Luke... va it f:é déu théng nhét y kién. Vi thé bac mubn dwa cho chau cai
nay...” Ba ta mim cuoi vui vé voi toi va dura cho t61 mit cai phong bi triing kha day - roi dua cho Luke mdt céi khac.

Khi nhin 16, t6i cam thiy kha phén khich. Ban biét sao khong? Elinor dang tr6 nén than thién hon. Ca1 nay ding nhur ph1m Dallas vy. C6 18 ba iy muén
cho t6i lam mdt thanh vién ctia cong ty gia dinh hay dai loai nhu vay, dé chao don t0i vao virong triéu. Chiia oi, dtng rdi! Va t6i s& dur cac cude hop ban
didu hanh va tt ca moi thir va ching ti s& ciing tiép quan cong ty tht xuét sic va toi s& deo doi hoa tai ¢d bu...

Thét phin khich, t6i m& phong bi va 16i ra mit tap tai liéu day, duoc danh mdy. Nhung khi vira doc méy dong chit thi t6i cam thiy sur phén khich da tan
bién di dau mét.

Ban thoa thuan

Giira Luke James Brandon (duéi ddy goi i “Chii1é”) va Rebecca fane Bloomwood (dudi ddy goi i “Cé dau’) vé viéc..

Toi khong hiéu. Ban thoa thuan vé cai gi chir? Pay ¢6 phai la...

Chéc chén day khong phai i mot...

T6i ngo ngin nhin sang Luke, nhung anh dang 14t nhanh déng gidy t, trong ngac nhién chéing kém gi toi.

“Me, caindy 1 cai gi thé?”” Luke hoi.

“Chi la d& phong thoi ma,” Elinor ndi va cudi lanh Ring. “Mot dang bao hiém.”

Oi Chiia oi. Ding la nd. Mot hop ddng tién hon nhan.

Cam thiy hoi budn ndn, t6i 1t that nhanh hop ddng, N6 dai khoang 10 trang, c6 méy cai tiéu dé kiéu nhu “Phén chia tai san trong trrdng hop Iy hon.”
“Chinh xac 1 bao hiém khéi cai gi m6i dugce chir?” Giong Luke liu riu lai.

“Thoi dimg gid v nhur chiing ta dang sbng trong thé gidi ctia chuyén ¢ tich nita,” Elinor qua quyét. “Ching ta déu biét chuyén gi c6 thé xay ra m.”
“Chinh xac la chuyén gi chir?”

‘Du’ngautntheh]ke Conbletchnﬁlxacmermonnmgma VahayglnnhorrangRebecca chmgtanennmthenaonhl,cormtquaklnrnmasam
thé ndo chir?” Ba ta liéc nhin d6i gidy ciia toi ddy ngu y - va cam thy hoi b& mat, t6i nhan ra Iy do ba ta hoi tdi vé& nd.

Ba ta khong ¢b ging tir t. Ba ta tip hop moi chimg cir dé chong lai t6i.
Oi, hmssao t6i lai ngu ngéc dén thé chir? Lam sao Elinor lai ttr t& duoc chit. Chuyén do ch:img bao gio tOn tai.
“Pé chau nbi cho 15 chuyén ndy a,” t6i ndi, hit thit sau. “Béc nghi chau chay theo Luke vi tién a?”

“Becky, tat nhién me anh khong nghi viy,” Luke hét én.



“Dung, me anh nghi viy!”

“Mot ban hop ddng tién hon nhan chi don gian 3 mdt thi tuc hop 1y trude khi két hon.”

“Vang, d6 Ia mot budc ma con thue sy nghi bon con khong can lam,”” Luke wira ndi vira khé cuoi.

“Me lai khong tan thanh y kién d6,” Elinor néi. “Me chi dang c6 ging bao vé con. Ca hai dira con,” ba ta thém vao khong thuyét phuc teo nao.

“Bac nghi gi vy, chau s&... Iy hon v6i Luke va cudm hét tién cta anh dy 4?”

Gibng nhur bac da 1am voi nhitng ngudi chdng ctia bac, i suyt ndi thém nhung rdi kip ngin minh lai. “Béc nghif d6 1 Iy do chau mudn cudi anh 4y 4?7
“Becky...”

“C6 I chau c6 thé tranh thi thoi gian doc k§ ban hop dong di...”

“Chau khong can doc k§.”

“Bac c6 thé hiéu 1 chau tir chdi ky n6 chir?”” Elinor nhin t6i vé dic thing ctr nhur thé t6i vira khing dinh lai tat ca nhimg nghi ngd ba ta gan cho toi.

“Khong!” Toi run rdy n6i. “Chéu khong tir chdi ky! Chéu s& ky bat cir cai gi bac mlon' Chau khong thé de bac nghil chau thém tién ciia Luke dugc!”
To6i chop Ky ci but trén ban va gian dir ky nguéch ngoac 1én t& dau tién, manh dén ndi toi xé rach ca td gidy.

“Becky, dimg ngdc nhur thé!” Luke hét Ién. “Me
“Pugc rdi! Chau s& ky timg céi to.. chét tiét...”

Mt t6i ndng 1én va mét t6i hoi nhoe di khi 14t giér cc t gidy, lién tuc ky ma khong thém nhin nhitng dong chit phia trén. Rebecca BloonwoocL
Rebecca Bloonwood.

“Puoe 101, con s& khong ky,” Luke ndi. “Con chura bao gis mubn 6 céi ban thoa thudn tién hon nhén ny! Va con chéc chén s& khong ky cai gi ma con
chua ting nhin thay trong cudc doi minh.”

“Puoc rdi. Xong roi.” Toi dat but xudng va cam tii xach Ién. “Chéu nghi chau phai di roi. Tam biét béc, Elinor.”

“Becky nay...” Luke noi. “Meg, cai quéi g 1‘<hié'n me lam viéc néy?”'Khi t6i ra khoi can hd cta Elinor, diu t(}i Vﬁr} cc‘)l:n chao dao. T6i cho thang may vai
gidy - nhung khi né khong Ién, t6i tién ra cau thang bd. To6i cam thay ngudi minh run Ién vi gidn dit, cdm thay mat thé dién. Ba ta nghi t6i 1a ké dao md.

D6 c6 phai diéu mi moi nguoi déu nghi khong?

“Becky oil”” Luke chay xudng cau thang by ngay sau toi, ba bac mot lic. “Becky ny, doi da. Anh rét xin 16i. Anh khong biét gi...” Khi ching toi di
xuong tang trét, anh dm chat lay t6i va toi dimg do bat dong. “Hay tin anh. Anh ciing sOc nhur em vay.”

“Véng... anh biét khong... em nghil anh nén ky,” t6i n6i, trén trdi nhin xubng san nha. “Anh nén bao vé ban than minh. Pidu d6 ciing hop Iy ma.”

“Becky. Day la chuyén cua anh. Pay 1 chuyén cta ching ta.” Anh nhe nhang ning cam t6i lén dé t6i khong thé nhin di d4u khac ngoai trir cip miit den
ctia anh. “Anh biét em dang gian. Tt nhién [ em gian dit. Nhung em phi tha 16i cho me anh. Ba da song & My qua lu. Hop dong tién hon nhan i mot
van de co tinh chuan myre ¢ day. Ba khong co y...”

“C6, me anh c6 y d6,” t6i ndi, cam thiy su nhuc nhé lai trao én. “Do6 ding i nhimg @i me anh nghi. Ba nghi em ¢6 ké hoach gi d6... mudn ly hét tién
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cuia anh va tiéu xai vao giay dép!

“D6 ching phéi ké hoach ctia em sa0?” Luke gia vo b sdc. “Em dang thi nhan v6i anh ddy 42 Um, néu em c6 v dinh thay d6i mot vai nguyén tic co ban
thi cd 1€ ching ta nén ky mdt ban hgp dong tién hon nhan...”

Téi cudi nira miéng - nhung t6i van cam thay long quan én.

“Em biét nhiéu ngudi & dy ky hop dong tién hon nhan,” t0i noi. “Em biét diéu d6. Nhung me anh khong nén cii thé... dua ra mbt ban mi khong hoi y
kién cua ching ta! Anh c6 biet ba lam em cam thay theé nao khong?”’

“Anh biét.” Luke nhe nhang vd lung ti an ti. “Anh ciing gidn ba im.”
“Anh khong gin.”
“Tét nhién 14 anh gin.”

“Khong, anh khong gian! Anh chura bao gid ndi gidn voi me anh! D6 méi 1 van dé day.” Toi day tay anh ra, ¢ giit binh tinh.



“Becky ndy?” Luke nhin t6i chiim chim. “Con chuyén gi khéc khong 6n a?”

“Khong chi ¢6 chuyén ndy. Moi chuyén... déu khong 6n! Cach me anh doi cdm trich ddm cudi. Céach me anh t6 ra khinh khinh va cu xir thit ti t& v6i bd
meem..”

“Me anh v6n i ngudi rt trang trong,” Luke bao bién. “Khong phéi me anh c6 t6 ra khinh khinh. Néu b me em biét me anh lau hon...”

“Va céi cach me anh loi dung anh!” Toi biét minh dang & thé nguy hiém roi - nhumg mot khi da bét dau thi toi khong thé ngiin cho moi thir tudn ra. “Anh
danh hang gio' va hang gio cho me anh. Anh cung cap ca nhan vién cho 6 chire tir thién ctia ba. Anh con cai nhau v6i Michael chi vi ba ay. Em khong
hiéu n6i! Anh biét Michael quan tim dén anh. Anh biét anh ay chi ¢6 y tot. Nhung chi vi me anh ma anh thdm chi con khong n6i chuyén véi anh ay nita!”
Miit Luke ¢6 vé ngan ngai, va t6i c6 thé thiy t6i da cham noc anh roi.

“Va bay gio ba npén ching ta don vé & cing nha.. Anh khong thiy sao? Ba chi mudn kiém soét anh! Ba s& bt anh chay cong dubi én theo ba ca ngay,
va ba s€ khong dé cho chiing ta yén dau... Luke nay, anh thuc sy da lam cho me anh rat nhiéu viéc r6i!”

“Chuyén d6 thi c6 gi sai?”” Mit ctia Luke dan dan cang ra. “Ba 1 me a

“Em biét ba l me anh! Nhung thdi ndo. Ba ay’chua bao gid quan tam’dé'n anh cho dép khi anh thanh cong & ddy. C6 nhé chuyén di dau tién cla ching
ta den New York khong" Anh da tha thiet muon gy an tuo‘ng voiba a ay- Vay ma ba a ay tham Chl con khong buon gap anh' Nhu’ng bay gior khi anh da

d]zlrlg aIﬂ] 2
“Dicu d6 khong ding.”
“D6 14 syr that! Anh chi khong nhén ra thoi! Anh bi ba 4y lim cho md mit rdi!”

“Nghe nay, Becky, em thi rat d& chi trich,” Luke néng gian ndi. “Em c6 mdi quan hé tuyét voi véi me em Con anh mdi chi gip lai me khi da truong thanh
1oi...”

“Chinh xac!” t6i gao Ién, trude khi kip ngin minh lai. “D6 1 diéu em mudn chimg minh! Ba ta khong hé quan tAm quai gi dén anh ic d6 ding khong!”
Oi, chét tiét. L& ra t6i khong nén n6i thé. Cam giac dau dén nhur hién ra trong miit ctia Luke va bng nhién trong anh nhur mot cau bé murdi tudi.

“Em biét diéu d6 khong ding ma,” anh néi. “Me anh mubn c¢6 anh. D6 khong phai 16 cia me.”

“Em biét. Emxin 16i...” t6i tién lai gan anh, nhung anh lng ra chd khéc.

“Becky nay, em hy thir dét minh vao vi tri cua me anh di. Hay nghi vé nhitng gi ba phai trai qua Phai bd con ¢ lai, phdi to ra can ddm Ba da phai che
gidu cam xtc ctia minh qué 1u rdi, khong ngac nhién khi cu xir ctia ba 6 phin guong gao.”

Neghe anh noi s t6i mudn khée. Anh da ¢ ly giai duge moi thir. Anh vén B mbt cdu bé ¢d ging vién moi Iy do trén doi dé bign minh cho vige me minh
khong bao gio dén tham minh.

“Nhung g10 day anh va me c6 co hdi xay dung lai mbi quan hé,” Luke n6i. “C6 1& ba chi hoi thiéu khéo Iéo lic nay hay lic khéc. Nhung ba dang ¢b ging
hét strc 161.”

Vang, diing roi, t6i chi mudn n6i. Ba 4y da thuc sy rét cb ging xay dung quan hé voi em.

Thay vi d9, t6i chi kh& nhiin vai va Ii nhi, “Em doan vay.”

Luke tién lai gn va cm tay t0i. “Di Ién ting di. Ching ta s& lai udng rrou. Quén chuyén da xay ra di nhé.”

“Khong,” toi tho' gAp. “Emnghi em s&.... vé nhd. Anh cir di én di. Hen gip anh sau nhé.”

Khi t6i di trén dudng vé nha, trdi bt dau mura, nhimg hat rét to, bin tung t6e, tao thanh cc viing nurde trén duong va nhimg mii che cfing nho timg giot
lon. Ching roi Ip dop vao d6i ma nong ran cua toi, lAmudt toc i va lam doi gy da Ion moi mua cuia t61 bi vay ban. Nhung ti gan nhu khong dé .

Toi van con cam thiy ton thurong boi budi t6i hom nay, béi cai nhin sic lem ctia Elinor, béi sy mét thé dién cta chinh minh, béi sur gian dit véi Luke.

Ding liic t6i budc vao trong cin hd thi cé mdt tiéng sam vang troi. Toi bat tht ca dén va ti vi Ién, va nhat dng thur tir. C6 mdt phong bi me i giri va toi
md nd ra dau tién. Mot manh vai mau roi ra va mdt birc thu dai phang phat mii nude hoa ctia me.

Becky, con yéu,
Hy vong moi viéc & New York van 6n!

Pay Ia mau me dang dinh chon cho khin &n. Janice ndi ching ta nén chon mau héng nhung me nghi cai mau mén nhat nay rat dep, dac biét s& rat hop voi



méu hoa ma me dang nghi dén. Nhung cho me biét con nghii thé nao nhé, con 1 ¢6 dau méa con yéu!

N thy dnh ma Dennis gi6i thiéu da ghé thiim vao hom qua va bd me da rét 4n tuong, BS da nghe rét nhidu diéu tt dep vé anh ta & ciu lac bo golf;
6 ciing | mdt déu hidu t6t.

Anh ta c6 thé chup anh mau va anhdentrang, va s& duge khuyenrmlmot album anh, ¢6 vé nhur vu ndy rat hoi. Ngodi ra, anh ta c6 thé bién birc anh con
thich nhét thanh mdt bd xép hinh nhd gdm mdt trim miéng dé giri ting tit ca khach moi nhu 101 cam on nho nho!

Piéu quan trong hon ca, me da n6i v6i anh ta rang ching ta s& chup rat nhidu anh ciia con & canh cdy hoa anh dao. B me d trong cai cay d6 khi con
duoc sinh ra, va me ludn c6 mot mo ude thimkin la bé Rebecca beé nho & trudng thanh va mdt ngay nao do s€ dimg bén canh cdy hoa anh dao trong
ngay cuoi. Con Ia con gai duy nhat ctia bo me va ngay nay thuc sy rat quan trong doi véi chiing ta.

Yéu con rit nhiéy,

Mg ctia con.

Boc dén cudi thu, t6i bét khée. Toi khong hidu sao t6i kai nghif B minh mubn cudi 6 New York chir. Toi khong biét tai sao lai dé Elinor cho t0i xem cai
khach san Plaza ngu ngoc kia. T6i mudn to chirc dam cudi ¢ nha. Vi bo me, véi cdy hoa anh dao, vdi ban be t6i, va nhitng thir quan trong doi voi toi.

Pung thé, t6i da quyét dinh.

“Becky nay.”

Toi giét nay minh quay lai. D6 1 Luke, anh dang dimg & cira ra vao, tho hon hén va wét nhep tir dAu dén chan. Téc anh bét chat vao da dau va nhimg
hat nude mura Vanchayxuongn‘at anh. “Becky...” anh khin khoan néi. “Anh xin 1bi. Anhrat xin 16i. L& ra anhkhongnende emdi nhu thé. Anh da thiy
troi mura... Anh khong biét anh nghi gi nita...”” Anh dirng lai khi thy khuon mit dAm nude it ctia toi. “Em on chir?”

“Em 6n.” Toi lau nude miit di. “Luke ndy... Em cling rét xin 16i.” Luke nhin t0i mdt hoi Fu, méit anh run kén, mét anh nhur bing chdy. “Becky
Bloomwood,” cudi cting anh ciing Ién tiéng, “Em 13 ¢6 gai ¢d tam hon rong hrong nhat... vi tha nhat... dang yéu nhat... anh khong xtimg dang cé duoc...”

Anh dimg 11 va tién dén gin t6i, khuon mét ménh liét day ham mudn. Khi anh hon t6i, nhirng giot nude mura roi tir toc anh xuong mi¢ng i va hoa cling
Vi Imn moi cuia than thé anh. Tomhamnnt lai va dé co thé minh ching xubng, cam gidc d& chiu dan din xuét hién. Toi co thé nhn thy anh rin réi va
ménh liét, xiét chat iy hong t6i va ham mudn t6i ngay ic ndy, ngay gidy phit ndy, nhu dé néi xin 16i, @ n6i anh yéu t6i, & n6i anh s& am moi thir vi t6i..
Chtia 0i, con mé lam tinh d¢ lim hoa lim.

Ban dang doc truyén Tin D6 Shopping Ldy Chong dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chwong 9

SANG HOM SAU TOI TINH DAY toan thén thoai i, d& chiu va hanh phtic. Khi néim trén giwong, cudn tron bén canh Luke, t6i cam thély trong long
rat nhe nhdm T6i da sap x€p duogc cac viée can phai uvu tién. Bay gio thi khdng c6 gi thay doi dugc y dinh ctia toi.

“Luke nay?” Toi ndi, khi anh vira tredn ra khdi guong,

“Mmm?” Anh quay lai hon toi, anh thit 4m ap va dang yéu.

“Anh dimg di. O day. Ca ngiy luon.”

“Ca ngay sao?”

“Minh c6 thé gia v bi dm.” Téi thoai méi nga ngudi ra trén gbi. “Thure ra, em cam thiy hoi mét.”

“Oi, that sao? O chd nao thé?”

“Bung... em”

“Anh nhin ¢6 vé 6n déiy chir,” Luke ndi, vén cai chin Iong vit 1én nhin. “On ma... Xin Ioi. Emkhong lira dugc anh dau.”
“Dd pha dam.”

T6i nhin anh khi anh ra khoi giwong, mic 40 choang tim vao, va di vé phia budng tim


http://ebookfull.net

“Luke nay?” Toi lai ndi khi anh dén cira budng tim
“Giem?”

Toi mo migng ra n6i voi anh t6i qua t0i da dua ra mdt quyét dinh 16n. Réing t0i mudn cudi & Oxshott, diing nh lic dau ching t6i da dy dinh. Réing t0i s&
huy ti€c ¢ khach san Plaza. Rang néu Elinor cé gian dir thi méc ké.

Nhung rdi t6i ngim miéng lai.
“Chuyén gi thé em?”” Luke noi.
“Chi ... dimg ding hét dau g6i dau ctia em,” cudi ciing t6i ciing 1én tiéng,

Toi khong thé dbi mit véi viée dira chuyén dam cudi ra. Khong ph:?li Tic ndy, khi moi thir qué dbi dé thirong va hanh phiic v6i ching t6i. Va du sao thi,
Luke khong quan tdm ching t6i s€ cudi ¢ dau. Chinh anh da n6i theé ma.

Toi da xin nghi ca sang dé di thir banh kem v6i Robyn, nhung cudc hen ctia chiing toi i tn lic 10h. Vi vy sau khi Luke di, t6i cham rdi di lai trong
can hg, tur lam do6 an sang cho minh, va nghi xem t6i s& néi gi voi Elinor.

Phéi di thiing vao vén d&. Cuong quyét va théing théin nhung khéo Ko. Trudng thanh va chuyén nghiép, nhu viée doanh nhén bude phii sa thai doanh
nhan khac. Binh tinh va st dung nhitng cum tir nhu “Chiing chau da quyét dinh di theo hurdng khac.”

“Chao bac Elinor,” t6i tur ndi trong gurong. “Chéu c6 viée can ndi voi bac. Chau da quyét dinh s& di theo hudng khéc.”

Khong, Ba ra s& nghi toi dang trd thanh les [1].

[1] Nhitng nguoi dong tinh nit s& dwoc goi 1 “lesbian”, hay goi tit 12 “les”.

“Chao béac Elinor,” toi thir lai. “Chau vira xem xét lai 16 d& nghi ctia bac vé ké hoach t6 chirc cudi. Va méc duiné ¢6 nhidu diéu thi vi..”
OK, thoi ndo. Ctr thé Amdi.

Miic ké cai bung s6i ing uc, toi cam dién thoai Ién va bam sb cta Elinor.

“Elinor Sherman khong thé nhan cudc goi ctia ban...”

Ba ta ra ngoai roi.

Toi khong thé chi dé lai mdt 1i nhiin 1 hity dam cudi. Pugc khong nhi?

T6i c6 thé khong?

Khong,

Toi voi dit dién thoai xudng, trude khi ¢6 tiéng bip. OK. Toi im gi bay gid?

Um, qué 13 rang. Toi s& goi cho Robyn. Diéu quan trong 14 ti can n6i cho ai do, trude khi bt cir viée gi khac duoc im xong,
Toi sép xép cac y can ndi mdt lic 16i bdm sb dién thoai ciia Robyn.

“Xin chao! C6 phai tdi dang nghe thiy tleng chubng dam cudi khong? Toi hy vong thé, vi t0i |2 Robyn de Benden, cau tra 101 cho céc 10 cau nguyén vé
ké hoach t6 chirc cu6i ctia ban. Toi e ring lic ndy t6i dang ban nhung cudc goi clia ban rét quan trong dbi voi toi...”

Robyn c6 & da dang trén duong dén gip t6i & chd am banh, t6i chot nghi ra. Téi co thé goi dén d6 cho chi ta. Hodc 0 c6 thé dé lai tin nhén.

Nhung khi t6i nghe thiy giong ndi vui vé, riu rit ctia chi ta, 10i bong cam théy ¢6 16i. Robyn da d6 nhiéu tim strc vao chuyén nay rdi. Thyc ra, t0i da cam
thay kha quy chi ta roi. Toi chi khong the n6i voi chi ta rang moi chuyén da cham dut qua dién thoai dugc. Bong nhién cam thay curong quyet, toi dat
dién thoai xudng va lyc tim trong tti xach.

Toi s& I mot ngudi trudng thanh, di thing dén chd m banh, va tree tiép ndi tin nay véi chi ta.

Va t6i s& giai quyét Elinor sau.

Thanh thure ma ndi, t6i khong thich banh cuéi m. Toi ludn dn mdt miéng nho vi néu khong thi s& bi xui xéo hay dai loai vay, nhung thure su nﬁy cai banh

hoa qua va banh hanh nhan va kem ruoi nhu mit tang da phan lam t6i hoi ngan. Va t6i qud lo ling khi nghi dén viéc s& phéi n6i voi Robyn ring moi viée
da chdm dirt dén ndi t6i khong thé trdng trong minh in ndi mot miéng ndo.



Du vay, miéng toi van khong thé ngimg chay nurdc miéng khi toi dat chan dén tiém banh. N6 rong va sang sua, voi nhirng cura sO rat 1on va miii thom ngot
ngio, quyen ril cua duong quyén bo phang phat trong khong khi. Rat nhiéu chiéc banh nhidu tang dugc trung bay, va nhiing gid dung hoa trang tri dung
trong nhitng hop trong subt, nhitng ngudi ngdi & ban da cim thach cén thin Bm céc nu hoa hdng bing kem troi va v& nhitng soi ddy leo bing duong,
Khi t6i dang vin vo & cira ra vio, mdt ¢d gai gy dét mic dd jeans va di gidy cao got nhidu day budc bi ba me kéo ra, va ho dang cai nhau.

“Con chi phai ném thir mot miéng,” ba me gidn dir ndi. “Chd d6 thi twong durong bao nhiéu calo chir?”

“Con khéng quan tim,” ¢ gai nudc miét hung trong quiic lai ba me. “Con phai giam xudng size 2 vao ngiy cudi néu khong con chét mat.”

Size 2!

Pay lo king, t6i liéc nhin cip dii minh. Liéu t6i c6 can hudéng téi muc tiéu size 2 khong? C6 phai do 1 size mi cac ¢ dau déu mubn khong?

“Becky!” Toi nging 1én va thdy Robyn, chi ta c6 vé hoi bdi rbi. “Xin chao! Cudi ciing ¢ ciing téi.”

“Chao chi, Robyn.” Khi nhin thay chi ta, t6i tlny bung minh quén Ién lo Fing, “Nghe ndy. Téi can ndi chuyén vai chi. T6i da ¢6 goi cho bac Elinor nhung
bac 4y... Thoi khong sao. C6 diéu ny t6i can... n6i voi chi.”

“Chéc chén rdi,” Robyn lo déng ndi. “Antoine va toi s& dén gip ¢6 trong chdc Iat, nhung ching toi dang gip sur ¢b nho nhod.” Chi ta ha giong xubng, “C6
mot tai nan véi mdt trong nhitng cai banh. Rat khong may.”

“C6 Bloomwood 47" T6i ngéng Ién va thiy mt nguroi dan ong toc bac it lap lanh méc bd quan 4o dau bép mau tréing. “Téi i Antoine Montignac.
Nguoi [am banh xuat sac trong nhitng nguoi lam banh. C6 & ¢6 da nhin thay t6i trén chirong trinh truyén hinh nao d6 r6i chir?”

“Antoine, t0i nghi chiing ta chura gidi quyét xong vn d& v6i... khich hang kia déu...” Robyn lo ling noi.
“Mot 14t nita t6i t61.” Ong ta xua xua tay v6i chi ta. “Chao ¢d Bloonmwood. Moi ¢b ngdi.”

“Thyc su, t0i khong chéic t0i thurc sy mudn...” t6i bit dau noi. Nhung trude khi biét minh dang Fim gj, t0i da ngdi trén mdt chiée ghé boc nhung mém tai
mot chiéc ban bong nhoang, va Antoine dang gié mdt cudn gidi thi€u hao nhodng ngay trude it toi.

“T6i ¢6 thé 1am cho ¢6 mot chiéc banh virot trén tit ca moi mo wéc clia ¢d,” dng ta tuyén bd mdt cach khiém nhurong, “Khong ¢6 hinh anh ndo vurot trén
sttc manh sang tao clia t6i.”

“Thét vay sao?” Toi nhin vao mt tam hinh chyp mdt c4i banh kem séu ting hoanh tring duoc trang tri nhitng bong tulip bang duong, 10i 14t sang trang
tiep theo va thay mdt cai khac cé hinh nam chir buém c6 hinh thti khac nhau. Pay 1a nhitng cai banh vi dai nhat ma t6i tirng nhin thay trong doi minh. Va
cé nhitng hinh trang tri kia nra!

“Vay day 1a banh hoa qua a?”

“Banh hoa qua? Khong, khong, khong!” Antoine curoi 16n. “Puing la nguoi Anh hay nghi th‘é', banh hoa qua tai tiéc cudi. Ci banh dic biét nay...” Ong ta
chi tay vao cai banh hinh cha buém. “Pay 1a banh Angel, lam tir long trang trimg ga, moi tang banh c6 ba loai nhan khac nhau: caramel vi cam duge dot
chay, xoai va chanh leo, va qua 6c khi duoc xay nhuyen.”

Oi gioi.

“Néu c6 thich chocolate, chiing t6i c6 thé tao ra mdt chiéc banh thuan tiy tir céc loai chocolate khéac nhau.” Ong ta 1at sang mdt trang khac. “Day la
banh Sponge chocolate den va duogc pht bang fondant chocolate, kem chocolate trang, va nhitng vién chocolate mém hi¢u Grand Marnier duoc lam
nhén ba

T6i chira bao gioy nghii banh cudi lai ¢6 thé lam tir bét cir thir gi nhu thé ndy. T6i choéng vang 1at cubn gidi thiéu, nhin hét cai banh hoanh trang ndy dén
céikhac.

“Néu ¢6 khong mubn nhimng ting banh lam theo kiéu truyén thdng thi ti ¢6 thé 1am cho ¢6 mot cdi banh tuong trung cho mdt thir ¢6 yéu thich. Mot bue
tranh yéu thich... hay twong diéu khic...” Ong ta lai nhin toi. “M0t cai va li cia Louis Vuitton chang han...”

MOt céi banh cudi hinh chiée va li cia Louis Vuitton sao? Nhur thé thi tuyét dén & ndo chir?

“Ong Antoine nay? Liéu 6ng c6 thé ra day mot lat duge khong?” Robyn thd dau ra khoi cai phong hop nho phia bén phai - va nic du chi ta dang mim
cuoi nhung nghe giong c6 vé kho chiu

“Xin 18 c6 Bloonwood,” Antoine néi vé xin 16i. “Davina nay, mang mdt cai banh cho ¢6 Bloomwood ném thtr nhé.”
M6t ¢6 trg Iy miéng cudi tuoi xuat hién & gitta hai canh cira - 16i quay lai v6i mot ly champagne va mot dia str dung hai lat banh kem v6i mot bong lily

Jam bang dudng, C ta dua cho t6i chiéc dia va n6i, “Pay 1 banh vi x0ai va chanh leo, dau tay, va nude sbt am tir tréi quyt, con ddy ki kem caramel véi
qua ho tran va vién chocolate mém vi mocha. Moi c6 dung thir!”



Oi chao. M&i lat banh I banh Sponge véi ba vi nhén khac nhau méu ting lam. T6i khong biét bat dau tir dau!
OK... an vién chocolate mém vi ca phé mocha trude.
T6i cho mdt miéng vao miéng va gan nhur bt tinh. Day moi 3 banh cudi chir. Taisao & Anh ching t6i khong ¢ loai nay nhi?

Toi udng vai ngum champagne va nham nhi bong lity bang dudng, vi chua chua - rdi an miéng thir hai va sung sudng nhai top tép, quan sat mdt cd gai gin
d6 khi c6 can than lam mdt dai hoa lily chay doc than banh.

Ban biét khong, 6 & t6i nén it cho Suze mot i banh thét dep dé mirmg I€ rira t0i clia nhoc nha c6 y. Y t6i K, t6i s& van mua ¢ qua nita - nhung toi
udn ¢6 thé mua banh nhur la mdén dinh kém ma.

“Chi c6 biét nhitng c4i banh ndy gi bao nhiéu khong?” t6i hoi c6 gai khi an sach tron miéng banh thir hai.

“Um... ciiing con tlty,” ¢6 ta n6i, ngang Ién nhin. “Nhung t6i doan chic khoang mdt ngan d6 trd n.”

Toi gan nhu sic champagne. Mot ngan do 42 $1000 tr6 én 4?

Cho mdt cai banh kem 4?

Y 6i 13, vay thi, t6i vira an hét bao nhiéu nhi? Chéc it nhat ciing phai 50 d6 cho lrong béanh trén dia cia toi!

“C6 c6 mudn dimg thém mot 1at nita khong?”” ¢6 gai hoi, va liéc mét nhin phong hop. “C6 vé nhu Antoine van dang ban.”

“Oi, duoc... Sao lai khong nhi? Va t6i c6 thé ném thir mdt bong hoa tulip bing dudng duoc khong? Chi biét ddy. Chi dé nghién ctru xem thé ndo thoi”
“Chéic chdn rdi,” c6 gai vui vé noi. “Bét ctr thir gl 6 mubn.”

C6 ta dua cho t6i mot bong tulip v6i mdt dai hoa tring nho 1i ti va t6i ngiu nghién an dy hanh phiic, vira &n vira ubng champagne.

R&i 61 ngd xung quanh va tia duge mot bong hoa that hoanh trang va cauky, IMau vang va tréng voi nhig giot suong nho i ti Oi chao. . Nhin mdi ngon
lam sao. T6i mon men dén chd bay nhimg vién dudng hinh trai tim, cim mdt vién Ién, v gan nhir cho vao miéng rdi thi nghe thiy mot tiéng hét.

“Uil” t6i ni, dimg lai kip thoi. “Xin 151, Toi khong biét. C6 phéiné dac biét m khong?”

“Toi phai mét ba gity dong ho dé lam déy,” anh ta n6i, nhe nhang Ay n6 tir tay toi. “Tuy nhién, ciing chua bj sao ca.” Anh ta mim cuoi véi toi, nhung t0i
nhén ra ¢ mdt giot mo hdi trén tran anh ta.

Um C6 & tir gior t6i chi ubng champagne thoi. Toi udng thém mdt ngum, va dang nhin quanh tim chai rrou thi c6 tiéng vang Ién tir cin phong ké bén noi
ma Robyn va Antoine dang hdi y riéng.

“T6i khong doi nao ¢ tinh lam vay! Thua quy cd, t6i khong c6 hin thi gi hét.”

“Ong c6! Khong phai ong ghét cay ghét déng toi sa0?” mdt giong nghén nghet vang lén.

Toi c6 thé nghe thiy giong ctia Robyn ndi cau gi d6 dé xoa diu nhung t6i khong nghe 16 duroc.

“Ctr hét Jn ndy dén 1an khac!” Giong ¢6 géi lai cit 1én Ian nita - va khi nghe 15 tiéng, t6i chét laing, dang dira do ly ruou én miéng,
Toi khong thé tin dugc.

Khong thé nio.

“Cai dam cudi chét tit ny that | ham!” 6 ta rti Ién. “Ngay tir dau moi thir da hong bét.”

Cénh clra md ra va bay giov t6i c6 thé nghe rd mdn mdt tiéng ¢o ta.

Pling r6i. Pling 1 Alicia.

Toi cam thiy than nguoi minh cimg lai.

“Péu tién khach san Plaza khong thé xép lich cho ching t6i! Bay gidr 1 tham hoa vdi cai banh! Va c6 c¢6 biét t6i vira nghe thiy gi nita khong?”
“Chuyén gi vay?”” Robyn s¢ hii noi.

“C6 phit ddu ctia t6i vira nhudm téc mau do! C6 ta s& chiang hop véi nhing c6 phit dau con lai! Ping a cai do vo tam, ichky...”



Ctra bat mo va Alicia budc ra, hai cai got gidy nhon hodt ciia ¢ ta nén trén san nha gb vang Ién nhur tiéng sting méy ban lién hoi. Khi nhin thy t6i, ¢ ta
dung ngay lai con t6i nhin ¢0 ta, tim dap thinh thich.

“Chao Alicia,” t6i ndi, ¢& ghing i that twr nhién. “Rét tiéc khi nghe n6i vé ci banh cta ¢6. Dit sao thi né ciiing rit ngon, Antoine a.”

“Cai gi?”” Alicia ngo ngéc noi. Mit c6 ta déo thit nhanh vao chiéc nhén dinh hon ciia t0i, r6i vao mit toi, roi lai quay lai c4i nhan, roi vao gidy ciia t0i, rdi
vao tii xach cua t6i - tién thé nhin cai chan vay ctia t6i - va rdi cudi cuing lai quay vé cai nhan. Ctt nhu thé dang Tham dinh kiéu Manhattan trong mot
hanh lang toan guong.

“Cb ciing sap cudi sao?”’ cudi cling ¢b ta ciing Ién tiéng, “Cudi Luke 4?7

“Ding thé.” Toi twr nhién liéc nhin ci nhin kim cwrong trén tay trai, r6i mim cudi that ngdy tho voi co ta.

Toi bt ddu cam thiy thu giéin. T6i bat dau thich cai trd ndy ddy.

(Téi ciing ném cho Alicia c&i nhin Tham dinh kiéu Manhattan. Va cai nhin cta t6i c6 vé hoi to hon ciia ¢6 ta mdt teo. Khong phai tdi so sanh hay gi dau
nha.)

“Lamssao c0 lai khong thong bao chir?”

C6 khong hoi ma, t6i mudn dép tra nhur vy, nhung thay vi d6 t6i chi kh nhin vai.

“Vay ¢6 s& cudi & dau?”” Cai thai do ngao man von quen thude ctia Alicia lai quay vé va t6i c6 thé thiy ¢6 ta dang sin sang dé an troi nubt song toi.
“Um.. ding ra 1...” t6i héing giong.

OK, day ding I thoi co. Dy I lic t6i phai trinh trong thong bao. T6i phai néi véi Robyn 1 t6i dbi y. Toi s& cudi & Oxshott.

“Thycrala...”

Toi hit mt hoi tht sau. C6 1én. N6 gidng nhur viée gidt cai bang dan vét thuong, Cang am nhanh thi ndi dau cang qua nhanh. Chi cin n6i ra thoi ma.
Va toi thyce sur da sujt ndi ra roi thi toi lai pham mdt 16i chét nguroi khi nging lén nhin. Ci thai do bé trén va ngao nghé ctia Alicia vén nhur trude ddy.
Cam giac bao nhiéu nim song trong nic cam minh ngdc nghéch va nho bé tudn trao Ién nhur niii Itra - va t61 khdng theé nhin dugc nita, t6i nghe thay minh
n6i, “That ra thi ching t6i s€ cudi & khach san Plaza.”

Khuon mét cua Alicia ngay lap tirc nhu bi sbc, nhu mdt soi day chun vira bi bat lai. “Khach san Plaza 4? That sao?”

“Chéc han hay ho im,” t6i noi ddy tu nhién. “Chd d6 dep ghé nhi, khach san Plaza 4y. C6 phai ¢6 ciiing cudi & d6 khong?”

“Khong,” Alicia ndi, cam ¢6 ta nhur cimg lai. “Bon ho khdng thé xép lich cho ching t6i vi khong bao trrde liu. C6 dat lic ndo vay?”

“O... mHt hay hai tuan trude,” t6i ndi, va khe nhiin vai nhur khong quan tim

Puoc lim! Pugc Bm! Trong cb ta kia!

“S& rat tuyét,” Robyn say stra ndi thém “Nhan tién ddy, sang nay t0i da ndi chuyén voi nha thiét ké. Anh ra da dit dwoc hai tram cay buld, va ho s& giri
den vai chiéc 14 thong d€ lam mau...”

T6i c6 thé thay Alicia dang suy nghi rt ghé.

“C6 chinh Ia nguoi t6 chirc cudi trong khu vuron bi pht phép ¢ khach san Plaza,” cudi cling ¢6 ta ciing én tiéng, “Toi da nghe ké rdi. Sheldon Lioyd 1
nguoi thiét ké. Co ding thé khong?”

“Chinh t6i d4y,”” t6i néi, mim cudi véi Robyn, chi ta ciing cudi toe toét véi toi ctr nhur thé t6i B mdt ddng minh cil.

“Quy ¢6 Bloomwood.” Antoine dot ngdt xuét hién va hon tay toi. “Bay gior t6i dd hoan toan c6 thé phuc vu c6. Toi xin 161 vi sur gian doan. Cé mdt van
dé nho nho gy buc minh...”

Mt Alicia sam xudng,
“Um, ¢6 ta ndi. “Toi phai di rdi.”
“Tambiét,” Antoine dap, thdm chi khong ngéng lén.

“Tambiét, Alicia,” t61 ngdy tho néi. “Chuc c6 mot dam cudi thit dang yéu nhé!”



Khi, ¢ ta di khoi, toi ngdi sup xudng cai ghé ciia minh, timvefm dap thinh thich vi phén khich. B¢ 1a mjt trong nhfmg khoanh khc tuyét r\]hét‘trong doi toi.
Cuoi cung thi t0i cling ha duoc Alicia Quy cai Chan dai. Cubdi ciing cling duoc! Y 161 la, ¢ ta da doi xur khing khiep vdi tdi bao nhiéu lan r0i? Cau tra
lot: gan mot ngan lan. Va t6i da tra dila dugc bao nhiéu lan r6i? Cau tra 1ot chua bao gio.

Pén tan hom nay!

Toi c6 thé thiy Robyn va Antoine dang nhin nhau, t6i mudn hoi xem ho nghi gi vé Alicia chét di duoc. Nhung .. nhur vy thi ¢6 vé nhu khong phit hop véi
mot co dau turong lai.

Vi ca néu ho n6i xau Alicia thi ho ciing ¢6 thé néi xéu toi.

“Nao!” Robyn n6i. “N6i chuyén gi d6 d& chiu hon di. Antoine nay, ong dd xem chi tiét dam cu6i ctia Becky.”

“Thyc ra,” Antoine ndi, mim cuoi that tuoi véi toi. “Tiéc cudi s€ 1a sy kién dep nhit.”

“T6i biét,” t6i nghe thiy minh sung sudng tré 11, “T6i dang rit mong chd.”

“Vdy... chiing ta s& thao lun vé& c4i banh... Toi phai Iy vai birc anh cho ... nhan tién, liéu toi c6 thé moi ¢6 thém champagne khong?”
“Véng, t6i ndi, va chia ly ctia minh ra. “Nhur thé s& rét tuyét!”

Champagne méiu nhat va ngon dugc rét vao ly ciia t6i. Roi Antoine lai bién mét va t6i udng modt ngum, mim cudi dé che gidu viée the ra t6i cam thiy hoi
kho 6.

Gio déy khi Alicia da di khoi, khong can phai gia b nita. Viée t6i nén lam 1 dat ly xudng, kéo Robyn riéng ra mjt bén, xin 101 vi d lam miét thoi gian
ctia chi ta va thong béo véi chi ta ring dam cudi bi hity va t6i s& cudi & Oxshott. Kha don gian va thing thn.

D6 1a viéc t6i nén lam.

Nhung.... c6 mit cai gi do rit la xdy ra tir sang nay. Toi khong thé giai thich ndi - nhung c6 18, ngdi & dy, udng champagne va an banh tri gia ca ngin
d, t6i chi khong cam thiy minh gidng ngudi sdp cudi tai mot khu vron ndo dé & Oxshott.

Thanh thire ma noi, to1 thé - t6i cam tha?'ly chinh x4c minh 13 ai d6 s€ cé mot ddm cudi hoanh trang, xa hoa & khach san Plaza.

Hon thé nita, t0i mudn minh | ngudi s& ¢6 déam cudi hoanh tring va xa hoa & khéch san Plaza. Toi mun k ¢6 gai kron quanh nhing cira higu banh dét
ti€n, cé nhiu ngudi theo sau va duoc d6i xur nhu mdt cong chua. Néu toi ity ddm curdi thi tat ca moi thir s€ cham dut. Moi nguoi s€ thoi xun xoe. Toi
s€ khong con 1a nguoi déc biét va hao nhoang,

Oi Chia oi, chuyén gi xay ra véi toi viy? Sang nay toi da rat quyét tim

Rét curong quyét, t6i nhim mit lai va bude ban than nght dép me v6i cdy hoa anh dao n ddy hoa ctia me. Nhung ngay ca viée d6 cling khong ¢6 ich gi
C6 [ 1a do rugu champagne - nhung thay vi [y i tri d€ chién thing cam xtic: minh phai cuéi & nha, t6i lai thdy minh dang nghi: C6 1€ chiing t61 ¢6 the
mang cdy anh dao vao khu vudn bi phu phép.

“C 6n chir, Becky?”” Robyn néi, mim cudi vui vé véi toi. “Qua ddi hao himg vai tat ca ding khong?”

“Oil” T6i n6i, nging dau én day hdi 16i. “Toi dang nghil... liéu trm... dam cudi s rat tuyét.”

To6i s€ lam gi bay gio? Toi s€ phai noi gi by gio?

Hay t61 s& khong noi gi ca?

Thoi ndo, Becky. Quyét dinh di.

“VAy - ¢6 c6 mubn xem t6i c6 gi trong tii x4ch khong?” Robyn vui vé noi.

“Um.. vang, ¢6.”

“Ta-daah!” Chi ta rit ra mdt tim thiép day, duoc rap ndi, viét bang nét chir nghiéng, rdi dua cho toi.

Ba Elinor Sherman

Tran trong kinh moi quy vi

trong I& cudi cia

Rebecca Bloonwood



va con trai ba 1a Luke Brandon.

T6i nhin tAm thiép cham chi, tim t6i dap manh.

Pay I sy thye. Viée ndy rét thue. N6 déy rdi, 16 rang nhur triing va den.

Hay it ra o miu dong va ndu sim.

Toi nhan chiéc thiép cimg tir tay Robyn va 1t 1én lat xubng xem

“C6 nghi thé n30?” Robyn hiim ho. “Né that trang nhd, diing khong? Tam thiép ndy 80% 14 vai lanh tho.”
“NO... rat dang yéu.” Toi nghen ngio. “C6 vé nhur ching miy chic ching ta s& giri thiép moi di khip noi”

“Ching ta chua giri di dwoc! Nhung t6i ludn mudn m thiép cudi xong xudi that sém. Nhur 6 luén n6i, kiém tra di kiém tra lai bao nhiéu ciing khong

thira. Chiing ta khong mudn s& yéu cau quan khach phéi mic “béo budi toi’[2] gidng nhur mot 6 dau na toi biét...” Chi ta cudi sic sua.

[2] Trong nguyén tic, tic gia ding ‘evening press’. O day y m]én n6i dén 16i chinh ta in trén thiép cudi cia mdt dam cudi khac. L& ra phai in ‘evening
dress’ (vay da hoi) thi nguoi in sai thanh ‘eveing press’ (bao budi toi).

“Ding vay.” T6i liéc nhin miy dong chir mdt lan nira.

Thir Bay ngiy 22 théng Sau hdi 7 gior

Tai khach san Plaza

Thanh phd New York

Viée ndy that nghiém trong, Néu t6i dinh néi gi thi phai ndi ngay by giov. Néu t6i dinh hity bo dam cudi thi toi phai lim ngay bay gid. Ngay gidy phut ndy.
Miéng t6i van ngim chit.

Diéu niy c6 thurc sw dong nghia v6i vige rét cude t0i van chon khach sanPlaza khong? Réng tdi dang phin boi khong? Réing t6i da chon nhirng thir xa
hoa va hao nhoéng? Réng t6i dang tng hd Elinor chir khong phai bd me minh khong?

“Toi da nghil 6 mudn giri mdt cai cho me ¢6!”” Robyn ndi.

Toi lAp tirc nging dau kn - nhung khudn it cia Robyn thit ngly tho v0 t0i. “That tiéc vi ba khong ¢ ddy dé tham gia vao toan bd viée chuan bj ndy.
Nhung ba s& rat thich dugc nhin thdy cai ndy, dung khong?”’

“Diing thé,” t6i ndi sau mdt hdi im king. “Pring thé, ba s&... rt thich no.”

Toi cho tAm thiép vao tii xach va dap khoa tdi lai, cam thiy hoi kho 6.

Viy quyét dinh thé di. New York.

Me s& hiéu ma. Khi t6i néi cho me vé nd mdt cach dang hoang, me t6i s& dong y thoi. Me s& phai dong y thoi.

Cai banh vi tréi quyt va trai vai moi clia Antoine thét tuyét cti méo. Nhung khong hiéu sao khi nhAm nhi n6, toi hoan toan mét cam gi4c ngon miéng,

Sau khi thir thém vai vi nita m t0i van chua c6 quyet dinh gi thi Antoine va Robyn nhin nhau va goi y t6i nén c6 thém thoi gian dé suy nghi. Vay nén sau
khi an thém miéng cudi ciing i mot bong hong lambang duong cho dd tiée nudi, 16i chio tam biét va di thing vé Barneys, noi t0i giai quyét céc vin dé

ctia tht ca khach hang mdt cach hoan héo cir nhur thé khong c6 didu gi phéi suy nghi vy.

Nhung i ndo t6i ciing nghii vé cudc dién thoai ma t0i phéi goi. Va lam thé néo dé tdi ¢6 thé thong béo tin ndy véi me. Va lim thé no t6i c6 thé giii thich
cho me hiu.

Toi s& khong noi bét cr diéu gi gy sé¢ nhu t6i hoan toan mubn cudi & khéich san Plaza. Khong doi néo. Toi s& chi ndi véi me ring do ciing | mdt hya
chon néu ca hai chung t61 déu muon dicu d6. P6 1a cum tir quan trong, Néu ca hai chung ta déu muon diéu do.

Su that I, lic trude t6i da khong dé cap o rang van dé ndy véi me. C6 & me s& tim Ry co hoi nay mot khi toi giai thich 10 rang va day dii véi ba. Chi
can t01 ké cho ba nghe vé khu vurdn bi bo buia me va dan nhac giao hurong bo day, ban nhac nhay va cai banh kem tri gid ngan d6 la. Mot dam cu6i
dang yéu va xa hoa, tat ca chi phi déu dugc thanh toan hét 161! Y t6i 13, ai ¢ theé bd qua nd duge chir?

Nhung tim t0i ddp thinh thich khi tréo lén cau thang v& cain h{ ctia ching t0i. Toi biét minh dang khong thanh thyrc v6i ban than. Toi biét me thyc sy

muon gi.

Toi ciing biét chi can toi giy dii phién nhidu thi ba s& lim bat ctr diéu gi t6i yéu cu ba.



Toi d6ng cira lai sau krng va tho tht sau. Hai gidy sau, chudng cira sau lung t6i reo 1én v t6i giat bén minh hoang sg. Chiia oi, lic niy t6i sg' gan chét.
“Chao,” t6i n6i khi mo ctra. “Oi, Danny, hoa ra 1a cau. Nghe nay, t& can goi mdt cude dién thoai quan trong, Vi vay néu cau khong phién..”

“OK, t6 phai nho cau giip day,” anh ndi, di vao can hd cua 61 va hoan toan tang 1o toi.

Chuyén gi vay?

“Randall vira m6i quay cho t& mot tran. Dai loai, anh &y n6, chinh xic em dinh bén quan do & dau? Chinh xéc thi ai o khach hang cta em? Em da c6 ké
hoach kinh doanh chura? Vi thé t& chi biét noi kiéu, tat nhién em c6 ké hoach kinh doanh, thura anh Randall. Em ¢6 ké hoach mua lai Coca Cola vao nim
toi, anh nghi sao0?”

‘6Damy Iﬁy‘?”

“Vay la lic d6 anh 4y bét dau ca cAm néu t& khong c6 khach hang muc tiéu cu thé thi t6 nén bo cudc di va anh 4y s& khong tro cip thém cho & nita.
Anh ay ding tir trg cap chu! Cau co tin duoc khong?”

“U,” 61 lo dang tra 1oi. “Anh 4y 6 tra tién thué nha cho cdu . Va anh dy da mua cho cau may cudn da 16n mau hong ma cau thich. ..”
“OK,” Danny ndi sau mot hdi im king. “OK. Vay I cai vai da 1on mau hdng Ay ding 14 sai Am Nhung Chia oi! Anh 4y khong chiu thoi. To da noi voi

anh Ay vé c4i vay ctia cdu - nhung anh Ay béo, Daniel 4, em khong thé trong cho mot doanh nghiép lm an chi dya vao mot khach h.ang song 6 ting dudi
duoc.” Danny gam mong tay mt cach lo Eing, “VAy nén t& da n6i voi anh dy 13 t6 vira nhan dugc hang dat tir mdt cira hang mua sim.”

“Thét sao? Ctra hang ndo vay?”’
“Barneys.”

T6i nhin anh, cubi cing thi t6i ciing chii y dén anh.
“Barneys 4? Danny, sao cau lai noi la Barneys chir?”

“Dé cau c6 thé n6i gitp ¢! Néu anh 4y ¢ hoi thi cau bao che cho t6, OK? Va n6i ring tit ca cic khach hang ctia cau déu chét mé chét mét dd cua t6,
cdu chua ting biet truong hop nao nhur vay trong lich str cua cura hang,”

“Cau dién roi. Anh Ay s& khong bao gior tin dau. Va cau s& ndi gi néu anh dy muén ft tién chir?”
“Liic d6 t& ¢o tien rdil”
“Néu anh 4y kiém tra thi sao? Néu anh 4y dén Barneys xem thi sa0?”

“Anh ta s& khong kiém tra dau,” Danny néi day khinh bi. “MOt thing anh ta chi ¢6 thoi gian n6i chuyén voi t& mot ]an, lAm gi c6 chuyén bat ngd dén
Barneys chir. Nhung néu anh 4y gip cau ¢ cau thang thi ity theo kich ban ctia t6. D6 I tit ca nhiing gi t& yéu cau.”

“U... duoc 1di,” cubi ciing t6i ciing Ién tiéng,

Thanh thyre m néi t6i khong con tam tri dau dé quan tim dén miy viée do nira.

“Danny a, thuc sy t& can goi cude dién thoai nay...” toi khén khoan.

“Vay hai nguroi da tim dugc chd ¢ chura?” anh n6i, ngdi phich xubng ghé banh.

“Chiing t& chura ¢ thoi gian.”

“Hai nguri tham chi chura hé nghi dén viée d6 ding khong?”

“Elinor mudn bon t& don dén can ho ctia ba ta va t6 da tir chbi. Ching t6 méi dimg & do6 thoi.”
“Thét sa0?”” Darny nhin t6i chiim chiim. “Nhung c4u khong mudn ¢ toa nhaVillage sao?”
“Tét nhién 1a khong! Khong doi ndo t& don dén do!”

“Vay cau dinh lam gi?”

“T6... khong biét! Lic ndy t6 c6 qua nhidu chuyén khéc phai nghi. Ching han nhur...”

“Cang thing ﬁép hon nhédn,” Danny t6 ra day am hiéu. “Giai phap i mot ly martini dip.” Anh mé t rrou ra va mot chdng cac td quang cao vé danh sach
qua cudi roi xuong san.



“Nay!” anh n6i nhur trach moc, nhit ching Ién. “Cau di én danh sach qua cudi ma khong ri t& sao? T6 khong thé tin duoc didu dé! Ca doi té mong
duoc di lén danh sach qua cudi dén chét! Cau co yéu cau mot cai may pha ca phé cappuccino khong?”

“Um.. ¢6. T6 nghif vay...”

“Sai lAm Ion. C4u s& ding n6 duge ba ban rdi lai quay vé v6i Starbucks thoi. Nghe ndy, néu cu mudn t& nhan bat ctr mon qua ndo thi cau biét t& & ngay
trén tang trén nha...”

“Yeah, diing roi.” Toi lurom anh. “Bé sau Ging sinh nhé.”

Gidng sinh van I mot n5i dau kha kha d6i v6i toi. Toi nghil minh thyc s thong minh khi dat mot dong qua trén mang, Nhung ching da ching bao gio
dén, vi thé t61 mit ca t6i Giang sinh chay quanh cdc ctra hang dé mua qua thay thé. Ri vao sang Giang sinh chiing t6i én gac udng ruou cung Danny va
Randall thi thiy Danny dang ngdi d6, mic c4i 4o choang lya t6i mua cho Elinor va an nhimg thanh chocolare 1& ra i giri cho Samantha ¢ chd lm

“Nay, limsao ma t& biét duoc chir?” anh chdng ché. “P6 1a Giang sinh va ching duoc goi ghém dang hoang... Nhu kiéu, Dung r6i, Daniel, c6 6ng gia
Noel...” Anh v& lay chai Martini va doc vao binh pha cocktail. “Manh hay rat manh?”’

“Danny, t& thuc sur phai goi cudc dién thoai nay. Td s€ quay lai trong mot phut nira.”

To6i nhic cai dién thoai ra va mang viao phong ngi, 10i d6ng cira lai va ¢b ging tap trung suy nghi lan niva.

Dung rdi. Toi ¢6 thé laim duoc viée ndy. Diém finh va binh tinh. T6i quay sé méay nha va doi chd voi ndi lo so chét ngudi khi chudng ¢t reo.
“Alb.” Mot giong n6i khe khé vang én.

“Ald.” Toi bdi rdi dap lai. Cir cho 1a dang goi duong dai di nita thi d6 ciing khong phai giong ctia me.

“Becky a. C6 Janice day! Chau yéu, chéu ¢ khoe khong?”

Thét ky la. C6 phai t6i goi nhAm s méy nha bén canh khong nhi?

“Chau... khoe.”

“Oi, tbt qua! Bay gio, nhan tién gip chau trén dién thoai, chau thich loai nao hon, Evian hay Vittel?”

“Vittel,” t61 ty dong tra 16i. “C6 Janice ndy...”

“Tuyét qua. A con nude co ga thi sao? C6 diéu 1a bay gio rat nhidu ngudi udng nurde, chéu biét ddy, vi sirc khoe mi.... Chéu nghi sao vé Perrier?”
“Chéu... chau khong biét. C6 Janice ndy...” toi hit that sdu. “Me chau c6 & ddy khong a?”

“Chau yéu, chau khong biét a? B6 me chau di vang roi! DénLake District roi.”

T6i cam thiy buc minh qua. Lam sao t6i ¢6 thé quén a bd me di choi Lake District chi?

“Cb chi ghé xem miy cai cdy. Néu i chuyén khan cép thi co c6 thé tim sb dién thoai bd me chéu dé lai...”

“Khong, khong... khong ¢ gidaua.”

NGi budn buc ctia t6i nhur bét dau Fing xubng. RO toi cam théy khé nhe nhom trong long. Toi cam thiy bét génh néing hon duge mot lic. Y t6i B, ho di
véng khong phai i ciia t6i, ding khong?

“Chau c6 chic khong?” ¢ Janice néi. “Néu 1 chuyén quan trong, ¢b c6 thé dé dang tim s6 dién thoai...”

“Khong, thue sur, khong sao dau a! Khong c6 gl quan trong a,” tdi nghe thiy minh dang néi. “Vang, rit vui duoc noi chuyén véi ¢o... tam biét co!” Toi
dép may, ngudi kheé run En.

Chi thém vai ngdy nira thoi m. S& khong anh huong gi dau.

Toi trd lai phong khach va thdy Danny nga ngdn trén sofa, ddi kénh i vi lién tuc.
“On ca chir?”” anh hoi, nging dau Ién.

“On,” t6i ndi. “Cing udng nhé.”

“Van trong binh pha rrou,” anh n6i, hit dau vé phia ti rrou, ngay khi d6 cira ra vao mo ra.



“Chao!” tdi reo lén. “Luke nay, c6 phai anh khong ddy? Anh vé vira kip...”

Toi khurng lai khi Luke budc vao phong va siing so nhin anh. Mt anh tai nhot va v6 hdn, mit anh con t6i sim hon thuong 6. Toi chura tirmg bao gior nhin
théy anh nhur viy.

Danny va t6i liéc nhau va t6i cam thiy tim minh thét lai.

“Luke!” t0i nghen ngo. “Anh 6n chir?”

“Anh d ¢6 goi subt mot tiéng vira 161, anh n6i. “Em khong & chd lam, dudng ddy & day lai ban...”

“C6 I i d6 em dang trén dudng vé nha. Va rdi em phai goi dién thoai.” Lo Eing, t6i budc lai gan anh. “C6 chuyén gi vay Luke? Chuyén cong viéc a?”
“Chuyén Michael,” Luke n6i. “Anh vira nghe néi. “Anh dy bi dau tim”
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Chuwong 10

PHONG CUA MICHAEL nim trén tang 4 ciia bénh vién Pai hoc George Washington. Ching t6i im king di doc hanh lang, ¢4 hai déu nhin thing vé
phia trude. Tdi qua ching t6i dat chan dén Washington. Girong trong khich san cta ching t6i to va thodi mii, nhung du vay, khong ai trong hai ching
t6i ngd thure swr ngon. Thire ra, t6i khong chiic Luke c6 ngii teo ndo khong, Anh khong néi gi méy, nhung t6i biét anh dang gam nhim cam gidc c6 16i.
“Anh dy da suyt chét,” t6i qua anh ndi vy, khi ca hai ching t6i déu ndm thirc trong man dém

“Nhung anh 4y da khong chét,” t6i dép, cam Iy tay anh.

“Nhung anh 4y da suyt chét.”

Va khi ta nghi vé dicu ndy thi diing |2 thé that. Anh 4y suyt chét. Moi lin ngh vé diéu ndy toi lai thiy quéin théit & bung. Trude ddy ti chura timg biét bat
ky ai thﬁn thiet vai t6i bi bénh ningca. Y 101 14, cling c6 cu Muriel ctia toi than bi ]am sao d6 - nhung t6i chi gip cu c6 hai lan. Va tat ca 6ng ba t6i déu
con song ngoai trir dng ndi da mat khi t6i 1én hai, vi vay t6i tham chi chura bao gio bict 6ng,

Thyc ra, trude dy toi gan nhu chura bao gidr dt chan dén bénh vién trir phi ta tinh cd viéc xem phim truyén hinh ER va Terms of Endearment. Khi ching
61 di ngang qua mAy ci bién dng so nhu “Khoa Ung thu” va “Khoa Tién liét tuyén,” mdt lan nita t6i nhan thiy minh da duogc dim boc che ché dén
mic nio.

Chung t6i dt chan dén phong 465 va Luke dimg lai.

“Pay r6i,” anh n6i. “Sin sang chira?” Anh g5 cira nhe nhang va mt It sau, ddy canh clra mo ra.

Michael dang nam ngii trén mdt cai giwong kim loai to, kéu ken ket, voi sau gié hoa to ding déit & ban bén canh anh va con nhicu hoa nita ¢ khéip phong.
Co6 mot cai ong truyen dinh vao tay anh va mt ong khac gan tir ngyre anh dén cai mdy gi d6 c6 may cai den bé xiu. Khudn miit anh nhot nhat, budn ba
va trong anh rat... yéu 6t.

T61 khong thich thé"néy. Toi chua tirng nhin thdy Michael ngoai trir ic anh 4y nic bo vest dit tién, cim do udng dit tién. To 16n, diém finh va vitng chéi.
Khong phai dang nam trén girdng mic quan 4o bénh nhan.

T6i liéc nhin Luke va anh nhin Michael chim chim, nit tai nhot di. Nhin nhur thé anh mudn khéc véy.
Oi Chiia oi. By gior t6i ciing mudn khoc.

R&i Michael mo mit ra, va t6i cam thdy nhe 1ong hon. it ra thi @i mt anh 4y van gidng hét nhu xwa. Van 4m ap nhur thé. Van anh Ién vé hai hude nhu

“Nay, bon em khong can phai di sudt chiing dudng xa nhur thé dén day dau,” anh néi. Giong anh nghe ¢6 vé khd khan va trang nghiém hon thurong 16.
“Michael ndy,” Luke n6i, tién mot budc dai vé phia trude. “Anh cam thiy thé nao?”
“Khé hon rdi. Kha hon liic trude.” Mit Michael nhin Luke nhu ché gidu. “Céu cam thiy thé nao? Trong cau tham hai qua.”

“Em cam thy tham hai,” Luke noi. “Em cam thdy hoan toan...”” Anh dimg lai va nghen ngao.
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“That sa0?”” Michael ndi. “C6 18 cau ciing nén kiém tra strc khoe di. Lamdi cho yén tim. Bay gior toi biét minh bi viém hong, Ngoai ra, mau huyét cia t6i
on va t6i khdéng bi di timg véi dau phong.”” Anh nhin xudng gio trai cy trén tay Luke. “Cai d6 cho t6ia?”

“Vang!” Luke ndi, dudng nhu hoi béi réi. “Chi | chi... Emdat né & day duoc khong?”

Anh don mdt khoang trong gitta nhitng gio hoa dep ky la, va khi anh lam vay thi toi nhn ra mt trong nhitng cai thiép dinh kém c6 tiéu dé Nha Tring,
Troi.

“Tréi cdy,” Michael n6i, git dau. “Rat chu déo. Chéic ciu da n6i chuyén voi béc s cia toi. O ddy ho rat nghiém ngit. Nhitng ai dén tham mang theo keo
s€ bi dan vao mdt cai phong nhé va bi ép di by nhanh trong vong mudi phit.”

“Michael ndy...” Luke hit thit séu, va t0i c6 thé nhin thiy hai tay anh néim chat Fy tay cam ciia i tréi ciy. “Michael ndty, em chi mudn n6i... Emxin 161
Vé chuyén cii va cua chiing ta.”

Chuyén d6 quén lau rdi. That ddy.

“Khong dau. Em khong quén.”

“Luke ndy.” Michael nhin Luke thét 4n can. “Chuyén d6 khong ¢6 gi quan trong dau.”
“Nhung em chi cam thdy...”

“Ching ta da bat ddng, chi c6 nhur vay thoi. K& tir hom do i da luén nghii vé nhirng didu cau noi. Cau cé quan diém ciia cau. Néu Cong ty Truyén
thong Brandon dugc bict dén voi mdt nghia ¢t t6t dep nhur vy thi nd chi tot cho danh tieng cua cong ty ma thoi.”

“L& ra em khong nén tir hanh dong ma khong hoi y kién ctia anh,” Luke Am bam

“Puoc rdi. Nhur caunéi, n6 | cong ty ctia cau. Cau cd quyén quyét dinh. Toi ton trong didu d6.”

“Va em t6n trong y kién déng gp ctia anh,” Luke ngay lp tirc ndi. “Em s& ludn ludn nhur vy.”

“Vay 1 ching ta dong y khép lai han thi nhé?”” Michael chia tay ra, ca ban tay tim bam vi vét kim truyén - va mot gidy sau, Luke nhe nhing ndm Ky n.
Bay gio thi toi xtic dong dén nghen tho.

“Ems& di ly... it nudc...” t6i ap ting, va i ra khoi phong, thd hdn hén.

Toi khong thé da khoc trude mit Michael. Anh 4y s& ngli toi that tham hai.

Hogic khong anh s& nghi t0i khoc vi t0i biét diéu i d6 ma anh khong biét. Anh & nghif ching ti d& xem phéc dd diéu trj va d6 hoan toan khong phai
chirng viém hong, D6 12 mdt khoi u ndio va khong ai khac ¢6 thé chita tri ngoai trir mdt chuyén gia dén tir Chicago nhung ngudi nay tir choi khong chiu
mo cho Michael chi vi moi thu dich tir trude gitra hai bénh vién...

OK, nghe ndy, t6i phai dimg ngay cai viéc nhim 1An chuyén ndy véi phim ER thoi.

Toi tha than ra gin khu vire tiép tan, tho that sau dé trin tinh lai, va ngdi xudng bén canh mot ngudi phy nit trung tuéi Co vai nguoi ngf)i trén nhitng chiéc
ghe ném va ¢6 vai bénh nhan ngdi xe lin, dang duroc truyén nurde, va ti nhin thdy mot ba gia, yéu 6t dang ra dén méy ngudi chiic hin 1 chéu goi ba
bang ba. Khi nhin thiy ching, ca khuon it ba cu sang bimg Ién va bdng nhién nhin ba tré ra toi mudi tudi - ngac nhién thay t6i nhén thy minh lai dang

sut sit.

“Cd 6n chir?” Toi ngéng Ién thi thiy mdt phu nix trung nién dang dua cho t0i mjt chiéc khain gidy. Ba mim cudi - nhung mit ba hoe hoe d6. “Né mcd
xtic dong phai khong?” ba néi khi toi xi miti. “Nguoi nim vién cé quan hé thé nao véi c6?”

“Chi Ia mdt nguoi ban. Con ba thi sao a?”

“Chdng t6i, Ken,” ngudi phu nit dap. “Ong 4y wira duge ghép tim nhén tao. Ong 4y 6n roi.” Ba nhoén cudi. “Ong Ay ghét trong thiy t6i budn.”
“Chtia oi. Toi... thuc sy rt tiéc.”

Toi cam thiy lanh song ung khi ¢6 hinh dung xem ti s& cam thiy thé ndo néu gia sir Luke dang nim trén girdng bénh do.

“Qng 4y chic s& 6n thoi, néu 6ng Ay biét quan tAm dén ban than. May c4i 6ng dan ong nay 1 thé. Ho chi quan im.” Ba Fic dau. “Nhung vao day roi...
chic n6 s€ day cho c6 cai gi la quan trong ding khdng?”

“Chéc chin 14 vy a,” ti nhiét tinh ting ho.

Ching t6i ngdi im Eing mdt hoi 1w, va t6i lo Fing nghi vé Luke. C6 18 toi nén bét anh 4y di tap thé duc ¢ trung tAm thé hinh nhiéu hon mdt chit. Va an do



an it chit béo dé giam hrong cholesterol di. Chi dé yén tam hon thoi.
“T6i nén v& lai phong,” ngudi phu nit ndi, nhin dong hd deo tay. Ba mim cudi véi t6i, “Rét vui dugce gap ¢6.”

“Toi ciing vdy.” Toi nhin theo khi ba Ay di xubng cudi hanh lang, rdi dimg diy va quay vé phong Michael, chinh trang lai toc tai va khodc mdt vé miit thit
tuoi tinh. Khong nurde mit ngan nude mit dai nira.

“Xin chao!” Luke noi khi t6i budc vao. Anh ngdi trén cai ghé canh girong Michael, va bau khong khi d& chiu hon rét nhiéu, on Chia.

““Anh vira moi k& voi Luke,” Michael n6i khi t6i ngdi xudng. “Con gii anh dang bét anh nghi huu. Hogic ti thicu ciing phai giam bét khoi hrong cong
viéc. Chuyén dén New York.”

“Thét sao? Oi, ding vy, hly lam thé di! Bon em thich nhur vay m”
“P6 1a mot y kién hay,” Luke n6i. “Hay nh6 ring hién gior anh dang am khoang sau cong viée toan thoi gian.”
“Emrat thich con gai anh,” t6i ho hoi néi. “Chiing em da rét vui khi ¢6 bé dén Barneys. Cong viée moi ctia ¢d bé thé nao rdi anh?”

Con gai ctia Michael 3 mdt luat sur chuyén vé ludt sé hitu trf tug, va vo clng thong minh. Tuy nhién, c6 bé chura nhan ra réng minh dang chon nhitng niu
sac khong hé hop vai tong mau da ctia ¢d cho dén khi t6i chi ra dicu d6 cho co bé.

“Thire ra rt sudn sé, camon em. Con bé vira chuyén sang cong ty Finerman Wallstein,” Michael n6i thém voi Luke. “Nhitng van phong ludt rét cao
cap.”

“Embiét ho,” Luke n6i. “Em ciing thué ho cho miy van dé c4 nhan. Thuc ra, in cubi em & d6 I vai tudn trrde ddy. Chuyén ban di chiic ctia em. Lin
sau em s€ d€ nghi dich danh con bé.”

“Hay lam nhur vay,” Michael ndi. “Con bé s& thich im ddy.”

“Anh da 1ap di chiic 10i sao, Luke?” Toi thich thi hoi.

“Tét nhién i anh d3 Iap di chic.” Luke nhin t6i chdm chim “Em chura lp sa0?”

“Chura,” t6i n6i - 101 hét nhin Luke lai nhin Michael. “Cai gi co? Chuyén gi vay?”

“Moi ngudi déu nén am di chiic,” Michael nghiém tiic ni.

“Anh thdm chi con chura bao gior nghi em lai chura lim di chiic,” Luke néi, Ec dau.

“Em tham chi con chua timg nghi s& im mot cai di chiic!” t6i chdng tra. “Y em 1, em moi chi hai muroi bay tudi.”

“Anh s€ hen gip ludt su cta anh,” Luke néi. “Ching ta cAn xtr I vin dé nay.”

“Véng, OK. Nhung thanh thue ma ndi. .. T6i khé nhin vai. RSi mdt suy nghil chot 1de 1én trong dau toi. “Vay anh dé lai moi thir cho ai?”
“Em,” Luke n6i. “Trir mot s thir linh tinh, kit vit.”

“Bmsao?” T6i ha héc mdm nhin anh. “Thét sao? Emsao?”

“Thong thuong thi cac ong chong s& dé lai tai san cho cac ba vo ctia minh,” anh ndi va kh& mim cuoi. “Hay 1 em phan d6i2”
“Khong! Tat nhién 1a khong! Em chi... dai loai ... khong nghi dén viée do.”

T6i cam thiy 1ong minh vui sudng la king, Luke d& lai moi thir cho t6i!

Toi khong hiéu sao diéu d6 lai dang ngac nhién chir. Y 10i I, ching t6i song chung. Ching t6i s& cudi nhau. Biu d6 hién nhién ma. Nhung khong hiéu
sao t0i van khong ngan duoc cam giac hoi hinh dién.

“Liéu anh c6 nén hiéu 1 em khong dinh dé lai thir gi cho anh khong?”” Luke diu dang hoi.

“Tét nhién roi!” t6i kéu Ien. “Y em l - tit nhién em s& Bm vay chir!”

“Khong ép budc gi dau ddy,” Luke n6i, cudi toe toét véi Michael.

“Em s& lam thé ma!” t6i ndi, cang lic cang bdi rdi. “Em chi chura thure sw nghi vé diéu nay thoil”

Pé che gidu sy bdi rdi ctia minh, t6i v6i tay By mdt qua 18 va bt dau an ngiu nghién. Pong t6i chuyén ny, tai sao t6i lai chua timg viét di chic nhi?



Toi nghi 9héc I2 Vi t6i chua timg thirc s nghi minh s chét. Nhung 6i ¢ thé dé dang chét, dung khong nhi? Y i 13, tau ctia ching t6i ¢6 thé bi lat trén
duong vé New York. Hay mit tén gict nguoi hang loat ¢ theé dot nhdp vao cén hd ctia ching t6i...

Va ai s€ 1a nguoi hurong toan bo tai san cua toi chir?

Luke n6i c6 Iy. Pay 1 mot viée khin cép.

“Becky nay? Em 6n chir?”” Toi ngang Ién thiy Luke dang miic 40 khodc. “Chiing ta phai di roi.”

“Camon vi da dén,” Michael néi, v ndm chit ly tay toi khi t6i cti xuéng hon anh. “Anh thyre sy rét cam kich.”

“Va em s& lién tuc thong bao vé& dam cudi,” Luke ndi, va mim cudi véi Michael. “Anh khong duoc thodi thac nhiém vu ctia phii ré déu day.”

“Chéc chan l khong roil” Michael noi. “Nhung nhéic anh mi nhd ra, anh hoi bdi rdi tai bita tiéc dinh hon khi noi chuyén véi nhiéu ngwoi khéc nhau. Hai
emcudi 6 New York hay & Anh ay nhi?”

“New York,” Luke néi, nhén trén, hoi bdi rdi. “Viée d6 cudi clng da durge quyét dinh, ding khong Becky? Anh thim chi chua timg hoi xemme em da
d6n nhan tin d6 nhur thé nao.”

“Em... trm....” T6i cAu gid, quan khin quang quanh c6.

To6i khong thé thi nhan sy that. Toi khong thé thi nhan ring me t6i van chua hé biét gi vé khach san Plaza.
Khong phai ¢ day. Khong phai luc nay.

“Véng!” T6i n6i, cam thiy ma minh nong ryc Ién. “Véang, me em6n ma. New York thi New York!”

Khi bude 1én tau, trong Luke rit xanh xao va kiét qué. Toi nghi viée chimg kién Michael nim d6 bét hre lam anh budn hon vé anh dang c6 t6 ra. Anh
ngOi nhin ra ctra sO to0i den, va toi co gang nghi ra di€u gi d6 cd thé lam anh vui hon.

““Anh nay!” Cudi cing t0i ciing lén tiéng, Toi luc i xéch Fy ra mbt cudn séach hom trude i mua c6 tén a Loi hira ctia cude doi. “Chung ta cin ban bac
V& viée viét 10i thé trong dam cu6i.”

“Viét o1 thé d4m cudi sa0?” Luke nhin mat. “Khong phai lic ndo ciing nhu nhau sao?”

“Khong! Chuyén d6 xua roi. Bdy git moi ngwoi déu tu viét. Anh nghe nay. Loi thé dam cudi | co hdi dé ban cho cé thé gidi biét rang hai ban ¢6 ¥
ngtiia thé nao doi voi nhau. Ciing voi i tuyén bo ctia nguroi chu tri dam cudi rang gio day hai ban da 1 vo chong thi o1 the dam curdi s€ la linh hon cua
toan I cudi. Nhitng 101 thé ndy phai 1a nhitng 101 dep nhat va xic dong nhat duoc ndi & ddm cudi ctia cac ban.”

Toi nhin Luke dy trong doi nhung anh lai nhin ra ngoai cira s0. “Cudn sach nity viét ching ta can phéi nghi xem ching ta ] mot cap nhu thé no,” t0i
nhan manh. “Chiing ta Ia Nhitng ngudi tré tudi dang yéu hay Nhiing nguoi ban dong hanh khi d3 xé bong?”

Luke tham chi con khong nghe. C6 18 t6i nén Iy mot vai vi du cu thé. Mit toi dang dan vao mot trang sach ¢6 ghi Pam cudi vio mia hé, cai ndy ¢6 vé
kha pht hop.

“Khi nhirng bong hdng nd vao mila hé thi tinh yéu ctia anh danh cho em ciing dom hoa két trai. Khi nhimg d4m may tréing bay Ién trdi cao thi tinh yéu ciia
anh cling vt bay,” t6i doc to.

Toi xi méit ra. C6 1& khong dugc. Toi lat nhanh thém vai trang nira, liéc xudng phia dudi.
Emda gip anh virot qua ndi dau ctia qua trinh cai nghién...

Miic dit em bi bo ti1 vi toi giét nguoi, tinh yéu ctia ching ta

s& van sang ngdi nhur ngon hai dang...

“Oi, anh nhin ndy,” t6i dt ngdt noi. “Py 1 viét cho nhitng doi yéu nhau tir thoi pho thong, *Anh mit ching ta da gip nhau trong I6p hoc toan. Lam sao
ching ta biét duoc rang mdn lugng gidc hoc lai dua ching ta dén cude song hdn nhan phai khong em?”

““Anh mit ching ta gip nhau trong mot budi hop béo dong dtic,” Luke néi. “Lam sao ching ta biét duge tinh yéu clia ching ta s& dom hoa két tréi khi
anh cong bo mot chudi quy dau tur m6i dau tur vao cac cong ty dang an nén lamra & chau Au voi cac thong ke vé tai san lru dong, chi phi ¢6 dinh, va lai
suat uu dai trong suot ky ké toan dau tién phai khong em?”

“Oi Luke...”

Pugc rdi. Puoc roi. C6 1§ day khong phai lic thich hop cho nhiing 1i thé. T6i dong sach lai va nhin Luke déy lo ing. “Anh 6n chir?”

“Anh 6n.”



“Anh lo cho Michael 4?” Téi ndm Ry tay anh. “Boi vi that long, em nghi anh dy s& 6n thi. Anh da nghe anh dy n6i gi ri ddy. N6 chi nhur mdt et dién
thoai danh thirc thoéi ma.”

Im king mdt I rdi Luke quay déu lai.

“Trong lic em di ra nha vé sinh,” anh chim réi n6i, “anh da gip bd me ctia mdt anh chang néim & phong ké bén phong ctia Michael. Anh ta bj dau tim
vao tuan trude. Em cd doan dugce anh ta bao nhi€u tudi khdng?”

“Bao nhiéu a?” t6i n6i nhur théu hiéu.
“Ba muroiba.”

“Chia oi, thit sao? That khing khiép!”
Luke chi gid hon anh ta mdt tudi.

“Anh ta 3 mot nha dau tur chimg khoan. Rét thanh cong.” Anh thd cham ri. “Diéu d6 ¢6 lim em suy nghi khong? Hay nghi vé nhitng g em am voi cude
doiem Va hay tran tro.”

“Um.. vang,” toi ndi, cam gidc nhur thé minh dang ron rén di trén vo trimg, “Ding thé.”

Trude day Luke chura timg ndi chuyén nhu thé nay. Thong thurdng khi toi bat dau ndi chuyén doi va ¥ nghiia cude doi - thue ra, duge 161, t6i ciing khong
lam viéc nay thuong xuyén cho lam - anh hoac la gat chuyén do6 di hoac 1a bién nd thanh tro dua. Chac chan anh chua bao gio thii nhan rang minh nghi
hoac vé nhitng gi minh dang Iam véi cude doi minh. Toi thyre s muon dong vién anh - nhung 61 lo minh c6 the noi dieu gi d6 sai va lam anh chan.

Liic ndy anh lai king I8 nhin ra ngoai ctra s.

“Chinh xac anh dang nghi gi vay?”” T6i diu dang noi.

“Anh khong biét,” Luke noi sau khi im lang mot lic. “Anh doan 1 viéc nay lam cho ta nhin nhan moi viéc khac di.”

Anh phin t6i - va chi trong mdt gidy t6i nghi minh ¢ thé nhin théu tim can anh, c4i phén m t6i hau nhur chua cham t6i bao gid. Mémmyi hon, yén & hon
va day nghi hodc cling nhur tat ca nhitng ngudi khac.

R&i anh nhdy mit - va viéc ndy ctr thé anh vira dong niip may anh lai. Quay lai ché d6 binh thurong, Phong cach ciia doanh nhén. Rt tir tin vao béan than.
“Di sao thi anh ciing mimg 13 Michael va anh da giang hoa v6i nhau,” anh néi, udng thém mdt ngum mrde tir chai nurée dang cam theo.
“Em ciing thy thé.”

“Cudi clng anh 4y ciing hiéu dugc quan diém ctia anh. S ting hd ctia dan ching ma bon anh nhin duoc thong qua quy tir thién s& mang lai loi ich to 1on
cho cong ty. Du d6 la qui tir thién cta me anh thi cling dau c6 gi quan trong.”

“Puing the,” t61 mién cudng noi. “Em cling nghi vay.”
Toéi thue sy khong nudn néi veé me Luke vao e nay, vi the 61 lai md cuon sach viet vé 1oi the dam cudi.
“Nay anh, c6 cai ndy rat van...”

Khi ching ti vé dén ga Penn, n6 dong nghit ngudi. Luke di v& hudng nha vé sinh, va t6i tién vé phia mdt ki 6t dé mua thanh keo. Toi di théing qua mot
quay bao - 161 dirng lai. Cho mot phut. Cai gi the kia?

T6i hi lai mAy budc va chim chdm nhin t New York Post. Ngay & trén ciing, trong mt bai chuyén dé c6 tim anh bé xiu ctia Elinor.

T6i vd Ky t& béo va nhanh chong lat xem.

C6 mot tit bao, “Lam thé nao dé vuot qua ndi vat va cla viée lam tir thién.” Lai con c6 mdt birc anh chyp Elinor véi nu cudi bang gia, dang dimg trén
béc thém ctia mdt toa nha 16n ndo d6 va trao mdt tam séc cho mdt dng méc comlé. Mt t6i hoa 1n khi doc dong chit in hoa. Elinor Sherman vira dau
tranh chong lai sy thd o d€ quyén gdp tien vi mdt Iy do ma ba ludn tin tuong,

Khong phai co hoi chup hinh d6 E ra danh cho Luke sao?

Toi doc that nhanh bai bao, tim kiémxem c6 thong tin nao Vé, Cong ty Truxén thong Brandon khong. C6 thong tin nao dé cap dén Luke khong. Nhung
t6i doc dén cudi trang ma tén anh chura mdt 1an duge nhac dén. Cur nhur thé anh boc hoi roi vay.

To6i nhin xudng trang bdo ma khong tin ndi.



Sau tit ca nhitng gi anh d lxm cho ba ta. Lamsao ba ta ¢6 thé ddi xir v6i anh nhu thé nay chi?
“Cai gi day?”

Toi giat ban minh khi nghe thiy giong ciia Luke. Trong mor gidy t6i cAn nhéic viée c6 nén gidu to bao dudi do khoac khong, Nhung rdi ¢6 ich gi chit,
dung khong? Sém hay mudn thi anh ciing doc ma.

“Luke ndy...” Toi ngap ngimg - 1di xoay xoay t& bdo dé anh c6 thé nhin thay no.
“Cé phai me anh ddy khong?”” Nhin anh ¢6 vé sig sd. “Me anh chura bao gior bao s& ¢ viée do. Cho anh xem di.”
“Luke ndy...” t6i hit that sau. “Khéng c6 chd ndo nhiic dén anh. Hay nhiic dén cong ty ca.”

Toi co ram ngudi lai khi nhin anh doc nhanh qua trang bao; theo nhur t0i quan sat thi kinh ngac tot cing dang hién dan Ién trén gwong mét anh. Hom nay
da Ia mot ngay du mét moi roi, khong can phai phat hién thém viéc me anh choi anh mdt cu nhur the.

“Me anh tham chi khong ndi véi anh 1 ba tham gia cudc phong vén sao?”
Luke khong tra 1oi. Anh rit dién thoai di dong ra, nhin mot sb, va doi mot lat. RSi anh hét Ién buc boi.
“Anh quén mét. Me anh quay lai Thuy STrdi.”

Téi ciing quén diéu d6. Ba Ay lai di “tham ban b&” rdi bao chuyén dam cudi. Lin niy ba 4y & d6 ca hai thang, thé nghia 12 ba ta da tinh toan rét ky. Ba ta
chac han da tham du budi phdng van ngay trude khi di.

T6i ¢b ndm Ay tay Luke, nhung anh khong cdm. Chi ¢6 Chiia moi biét anh dang nghi gi.

“Luke nay... c6 I& c6 mot 1oi giai thich...”

“Théi quén chuyén d6 di.”

“Nhung...”

“Hay quén chuyén d6 di.”” Giong anh mét moi khién t6i ngan ngai. “Hom nay da | mot ngiy dai va khé khan roi. Ching ta vé nha thoi.”

DI CHUC VA TRANG TROI CUOI CUNG CUA

Rebecca Bloomwood

Toi, REBECCA JANE BLOOMWOOD, nguyén Ip ra, phat hanh, va cong bé di chic nay 1 di chic va tring trdi cudi cling ctia toi.

THU NHAT : Téi xin hity b6 toan bo nhing di chiic va nhiing ban b sung vao di chiic dugc t6i lp ra trude day.

THU HAL (a) Toi xin dé lai cho SUSAN CLEATH-STUART toan b b stru tp gidy ciia t0i, toan bo quén jeans, 4o da mau khoi, toan bd my phim
cuia toi ngoai trir cay son Chanel, tham trai san hinh vudng bang da, chiée ti xach Kate spade mau do cuia t6i [2], chiéc nhan bac véi mit da mit trang,
va birc tranh v& hai chu voi cta toi.

[2] Trir khi ¢6 4y thich chiéc tii DKNY méi ¢b quai deo dai.

(b) Toixin dé 1a1 chg me t6i JANE BLOOMWOOD tt ca nhfmg chiéc ti xach con ]ai‘ cuia t6i, cay son Chanel cfle} 101, tt ca trang strc cua to1, b chan
16ng vii mau trang bang vai cotton mua ¢ Barneys cta t0i, chice vay da hdi duge moc bang tay cua t6i, nhitng ci goi tra lam bang da thude cua tOi, cai
binh hoa thiy tinh Venice ctia t61, b suu tap thia d€ &n mirt clia t6i1, va chiéc dong ho deo tay hiéu Tiffany ctia t61.[3]

[3] Ca chiéc deo chia khoa cta Tiffany, ci m t6i da kam thét lac nhung chic chén vin con dau do trong can ho.

(c) Toi xin dé lai cho b t6i GRAHAM BLOOMWOOD b c&r tudéng cta 61, nhing chiéc dia CD nhac ¢6 dién m bd toi | tang t6i nhan dip Gidng sinh,
cai tli ding khi di da ngoai hiéu Bill Amberg cua t6i, cai den ban lam bang ti tan ctia 01, ban thao con dang do cudn sach sdng dep ciia t6i ¢6 tiéu dé

Quén Iy tién theo céch ctia Bloomwood, toan bd ban quyén ctia cubn sach dugce chuyén sang cho ng.

(d) T6i xin dé lai cho DANNY KOVITZ tit c4 nhimg cudn tap chi British Vogue cii ctia t6i [4], cai dén lim bang dung nham ciia t6i, chiéc 40 khoac bo
dugc dat riéng clia t6i, va cai may ép nudc trai cly cua toi.

[4] Cong thém toan bd nhitng tap chi khac ma sau nay t6i s€ mua.

(e) Téi xin dé lai cho ERIN GAYLER cai 4o chui d4u bang len 16ng ciru hiéu Tse cta t6i, cai viy da hoi Donna Karan cta t6i, tt ca nhitng chiéc vay
hiéu Betsey Johnson ctia t6i, va nhitng day budc toc hiéu Louis Vuitton ctia toi.

THU BA: T6i xin dé lai toan bd nhiing gi con lai, phﬁn tai sén con lai sau khi da thanh to4n moi no nAn, tit ca phﬁn tai san con lai dudi moi hinh thire hay



ban chét va trong bat cir hoan canh ndo, ngoai trir bt ¢t bd quén 4o ndo dugc tim thiy trong ti mua hang dudi day ti quan 4o [5], cho LUKE
BRANDON.

[5] Tét ca nhitng thir ndy phai dwoc than trong virt di trong bi mét.
Ban dang doc truyén 7in D6 Shopping Léy Chong duoc tai mién phi tai ww.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuwong 11

DAY KHONG PHAI LA khoang thdi gian hay ho chit ndo.

Thét ra, n6 rét kinh khing, K& tir khlnlnnthayrmc d6 trong t6' bao, Luke da hoan toan lanh nhat va im king. Anh ching néi ning gi vé chuyén do, va
khong khi trong can ho tré nén thue s cang thang, con toi thi khong biét lam gi dé moi chuyén kha kham hon. Vai hom trudc t6i da thir mua méy cay
nén thom diu, nhung chiing chiing c6 miii gi khdc ngoai mii sap. Thé 3 hom qua toi lai thir sap xép lai db dac dé can ho hop phong thiy va hai hoa hon.
Nhung Luke di vao phong khéch ding lic t6i dap mot chan ghé sofa vao cai dau DVD, va t6i khong nghi 1 anh bi 4n twong Em.

Chuia oi, t6i wéc gia ma anh coi mo véi ti, nhur ngudi ta van thudng m trén Dawson’s Creek. Nhung mbi khi t6i ndi “Anh mudn ndi chuyén khong?” va
vo nhe 1én sofa mdi moc, thay vi néi “U, Becky, anh c6 vai chuyén mudn chia sé v6i em,” thi anh hodic 1o toi di hodic bao t6i a da hét ca phé.

Toi biét anh da thir goi dién cho me, nhung bénh nhén & c4i bénh vién Thuy STngu ngde cia ba khong duoc phép dimg dién thoai di dong, nén anh
khong n6i chuyén véi ba duoc. Toi ciing biét ring anh d4 ndi chuyén dién thoai véi Michael vai 1n. Va nguoi tro Iy timg dugc phan am viée cho Quy
Elinor Sherman da quay lai im viéc cho Cong ty Truyén thong Brandon. Thé nhung, khi t6i hoi vé& chuyén d6, anh chi im bét va chéng néi gi ca. Clr nhu
thé anh khong thé bét ban than minh thira nhan bat ctr chuyén gi da xay ra.

Chuyén duy nhét van dang dlen ra hoan toan sudn sé ic nay 1 chun bi cho dam cudi. Robyn va t6i da gap nha thiét ké sur kién vai lan, y tuong cua 6ng
ndy cho can phong that sy rit hoanh trang, Roi hom khac ching t6i di c6 mot bira di ném cac mon tréng miéng 6 Plaza, va t0i gan nhu ngit imdi vi
nhitng chiéc banh pudding tuyét vdi ngoai strc trdng twong ma minh c6 thé hwa chon. Rugu champagne sudt doc 16i di, nhirg ngudi phuc vu cung kinh,
con i duogc doi xr y hét nhu mdr ¢d cong chia. . .

Nhung thanh thyre ma 06, thi thdm chi chuyén d6 khong dé chiu va tuyét voi nhu I8 ra phai thé. Tham chi khi t6i dang ngdi ddy, duoc phuc vu mén dao
tring rim v6i kem mirt hd trin va biscotti hdi trong mit chiéc dia ma vang, t6i van khong thé ngiin duoc cam gidc hoi day dit mot teo len 16i vao sur sung

suéng, gidng nhu nhitng tia sang i ti xuyén qua chiéc man vay.

T6i nghii minh s& hanh phiic hon rét nhiéu khi béo tin d6 cho me.

Y 6i 13, khong phai c6 1y do gi @& cam thiy budn ca. Vi toi dau thé m 1 gi trong khi b6 me & Lake District mj, dtng khong? Toi khong hin 1 dinh cat
ngang ky nghi thoai mai dé chiu ctia hai ngudi. Nhung ngay mai ho s& vé. Va rdi nhing g t6i phai lam la thét binh tinh goi dién cho me, ndi voime ring
i thure sur coi trong nhitng gi ba da lim, va rang diéu ndy khong c6 nghia 13 t6i khong biét on, nhung t6i da quyét dinh...

Khong, Rang Luke va t6i da quyét dinh...

Khong. Rang Elinor da rt tot bung dé nghi... Ring ching con da quyét dinh chdp nhan. ..

Oi chiia oi. Bung t6i quiin 1én mdi khi nghi t&i chuyén do.

Thoi dugc, véy thi ti s€ khong nghi vé chuyén do nira. Dii sao di nita, t6i ciing khong mubn n6i ra nhimg 10i ling ting gia tao. Chd cho dén Ic va that
tur nhién thi t6t hon nhi€u.

Khi t6i toi Barneys, Christina dang lwa d0 trén sudt mdt gia treo nhimg chiéc 40 miic du tiéc toi.

“Chao!” C6 n6i khi t6i bude vao. “C ky nhitng I thu d6 gip t6i chua?”

“Gi c0?” Toi than thd n6i. “Oi, xin 16i. Toi quén mét. Hom nay toi s& m.”

“Becky?”” Christina nhin t6i k§ hon. “C6 6n ca chir?”

“Toi khoe! Chi 14 t6i. .. Toi khong biét nita, dam cu6i.”

“T6i da thiy India trong tiém vay cudi tdi qua. C6 Ay bao ¢o da dit riéng mot chiée vay ctia Richard Tyler 42

“U, ding thé.”


http://ebookfull.net

“Nhung ti thé i hom trude da nghe thdy ¢6 bao Erin v& mot chiéc vay & Vera Wang, ”

T6i nhin di hurdng khac va nghich cai khéa chiée tii cia minh.

“Cha, chuyén 14 thé nay, hinh nhur t6i da dat nhidu hon mot chiéc vay.”

“May chiéc?”

“Bbn.” Toi ndi sau khi da dirng mdt chit. Toi khong can ndi voi co dy vé chiée vay ¢ Kleinfeld.

Christina nga dAu ra sau cudi ril ruoi. “Becky, c6 khong thé mic nhiéu hon mdt chiée vay! Co biét déy, 1t cude thi cd van can phai chon ]éy mdt chiéc.
“T6i biét chir,” t6i n6i mdt cach yéu 6t va bién mat vao phong thir d6 trude khi co dy co thé n6i thém diéu gi.

Vikhach hang dau tién cia toi | Laurel, c6 ndy to1 ddy vi da duge moi trong tudn I& hoat dong tap thé, an mic theo 16i “binh thudng™", va quan niém ctia
¢6 Ay vé cai binh thurong B mdt chiéc quan rong va mot chiéc T-shirt Hanes.

“Trong ¢ chén doi thé,” Laurel ndi ngay khi vira budc vio. “C6 chuyén a?”
“Khong c6 gi” t6i curdi rang 1&. “Chi 1 t6i hoi bi rdi boi vao Iic nay thoi.
“Cai nhau voime a?”

Toi ngéng phit dau Ién.

“Khong,” t6i ndi dy canh gidc, “Sao ¢6 lai hoi vay?”

“Chuyén duong nhién ay ma,” Laurel vira ndi vira c6i 4o khodc ra. “Tét ca cac c6 dau déu cai nhau v6i me. Néu khong cai nhau vé nghi Ié thi 13 vé viéc
sap x¢p hoa. T6i da ném mdt céi loc tra vao me minh vi ba da loai bd ba nguoi ban ctia t6i ra khoi danh sach khach moi ma khong hé hoi toi.”

“Théat sao? Nhung sau d6 hai nguoi da lamhoa.”

“Chung t6i da khong thém ni chuyén v6i nhau subt 5 nim sau do.”

“5 nam?” Toi sitng nhin ¢ 4y, kinh ngac. “Chi vi mbt dam cudi?”

“Becky, ching c6 thi gi chi A mot ddm cudi ca.”

Laurel n6i. C6 liy mot chiéc 4o len cashmere. “Céi nay dep day.”

“Um,” t6i ho' hitng néi. Oi Chua oi, gio thi t6i thure sur lo 1di day.

Néu t6i cai nhau v6i me thi sao? Néu me trd nén thue sur buc minh va n6i khong bao gio mu6n nhin thiy mét t6i nita thi sao? Va rdi khi Luke véi ti ¢6
con, ching chéng bao gidr duoc gap 6ng ba ngoai. Va cir mbi Giang sinh, ching mua qua cho ba ngoai va 6ng ngoai Bloomwood, dé dy phong thoi,
nhing ndm ndo qué ciing ndm yén dudi cdy thong ma khong duoc 'm0 ra, va ching t6i kng & vurt di, roi i dén mot ndm, ¢6 con gai bé bong ndi, “Me oi,
sao ong ba ngoai Bloomwood lai ghét chiing ta?”” va t6i s& phai nubt nurde mét ma ndi ring “Con yéu, ba khong hé ghét ching ta. Ba chi..”

“Becky? C6 khong sao chr?”

Toi vt tr6 lai hién tai, thdy Laurel sam soi toi mdt cach &i ngai. “C6 biét khong, trong cd cir nhu ngudi mét hon dy. C6 16 ¢6 can nghi ngoi mdt chit.”

“T6i n ma! Thét dAy.” Toi cb hét strc ndn ra nu cudi chuyén nghiép. “Vay... day la nhing chiée viy ma t6i dang nghi dén. Néu ¢6 thir chiéc mau be
ndy, vdi chiéc 4o so mi tréng..”

Khi Laurel thir hét bé nay d@::n bd kia, to1 ngéi trén ghé déu, gétNdﬁu vaduara nhfrng bh}h ludn lo dang ky cue trong khi tam tri ygn ¢t Ian tin vé chuyén
v6i me. Toi cam thay nhu the minh da Iin qua sdu vao cai m& hon don nay, t6i da mat hét cam giac can bang roi. Liéu me c6 mat binh tinh khi t6i n6i cho
ba biet vé Plaza khong? C6 khong nhi? To6i khong theé doan dugc.

Y ti 1, ctr nhin nhitng g} da xdy ra hoi Gidng sinh mi xem.. Toi da nghi | me s& rét chodng véng va thit vong khi t0i noi voi ba Luke v t0i s& khong vé
nha, va t6i da mat mot thoi gian dai dé c6 di cam dam ma n6i voi me. Nhung, truée sy ngac nhién cua t01, ba da rat dé chiu voi viée do6 va bao o1 rang
me va bd s& c6 mdt ngly dang yéu véi Janice va Martin, va ring t6i khong can phai lo Fing gi ca. Vay nén co thé 1an nay ciing vay. Khi t6i giai thich toan
b6 cau chuyén v6i me, me s& n6i, “O con yéu, dirg ngbe nhur vy, duong nhién 1 con phai dugc két hon & bat cir noi ndo con mubn chir.”

Hoic 1a me s& da khoc va noi sao t6i co thé lira dbi me nhur thé nay, va c6 chét ba ciing khong dén Plaza.

“T6i da dinh t6i Cong vién Trung tim vi tAp marathon, rdi toi thy ai nhi, dimg ngay d6 nhu mdt bip bé Barbie?”

Giong Laurel len 16i vio dau dc t6i va toi ngudc 1én.



“Khong phai la & thuc tap toc vang chir?”

“Dring thé! Thé 13 tim t6i bét dau dap thinh thich, t6i budc t6i phia ¢6 ta va ty hoi s& noi gi day. Quat rmng c6 ta? Panh c6 ta? Hay la hoan toan 1o c6 ta
di? C6 bibt ddy, am thé nao thi t6i moi hai dng nhét day? Va dwong nhién t6i nira nhu mudn chay trén...”

“Vay d xdy ra chuyén gi?” Toi hdo hirc ho.

“Khi ti dén gin, d6 tham chi chéng phi k& ¢6 ta. DO | mdt co gii khic!” Laurel ddt mdt tay lén dau. “Cir nhur thé, by gios ¢0 ta dang lam t6i loan 6c
Ién. Con chua méin nguyén véi viée cudp chong t6i, pha hoai doi toi, &n cép trang suc cua toi...”

“Cb ta an cap trang sirc ctia ¢6?” Toi ngac nhién n6i. “Co n6i viy nghiia i sa0?”

“T6i phai n6i cho ¢6 biét diéu nay. Khong u? Do bat dau b nﬁt tir khi Bill dua c6 ta téi can hd cta ching toi. Chiéc miét ddy chuyén ngoc Iuc béo ba
tang t6i. Mot doi vong tay. Buong nhién 1 t6i khong hé biét vé nhiing gi dang dién ra, vy nén toi nghi la minh bét can thoi. Nhung khi moi chuyén hai
ndm rd murdi thi t6i nhan ra. Chic chin 1 ¢6 ta.” “C6 khong thé 1im gi sao?”” t6i khan khoan hoi.

“0, c6 chir. Toi da goi canh sat.” cam Laurel cang ra khi ¢d cai khuy vay. “Ho t6i hoi ¢6 ta vai cu va Iuc sodt can hg cua c6 ta, nhung chang tim thdy gi
ca. Puong nhién 14 khong thay r6i.”” C6 némmdt mu cudi hoi la ing vé phia t6i. “Va roi Bill bict chuyén. Anh ta noi dda Ién. Anh ta dén cho canh sét va
béo ho... cha, t6i khong bict chinh xac anh ta da noi gi voi hg. Nhung ngay chicu hdm do, canh sat da goi lai cho t6i va thong bao ho bo vu ndy. Hién
nhién 1 ho d& nghi t6i chi [a mbt mu vy bi da day thii han thoi. Ma dinhién Ia the that.”

C6 nhin minh trong gwong va mit ¢6 dan mét di vé linh hoat. “C6 biét ddy, toi da luon nghi anh ta s& tinh ra,” c6 kh& néi. “T6i da nghi anh ta chi nhu vay
mét thang. Co thé la hai. Roi anh ta s€ quay lai, t0i s€ da anh ta di, roi anh ta lai quay lai van xin lan nita, chiing t6i s€ cai nhau, nhung ot cude...” Co
cham rdi thd ra. “Nhung anh ta khong heé 1am vay. Anh ta s€ khong quay lai.”

C6 nhin vao mit toi trong gwong va ti dot nhién thy gian dién 1én. Laurel B con ngudi tt bung nht trén thé giéi ndy. Sao gil chong ngu ngdce ctia co dy
c6 thé bo roi ¢d chir?

“T6i thich chiéc vay ndy,” c6 n6i thém, nghe ¢ vé vui vé hon. “Nhung c6 1§ 1d miu den.”

“Toi s& di Ay chiéc khéac cho ¢b,” t6i n6i. “Chiing t6i van con c4i khic & ting ndy.”

Toi bude ra khoi gian hang mua sdm ca nhan va di vé phia gid treo vay hiu Dries van Noten. Vin con som ddi voi khach hang mua sim quen thudc va
ca tang gan nhur khong c6 ai. Nhung khi t6i dang tim chiéc vay khac co c& ctia Laurel, t6i dot nhién thoang thiy mot déng nguoi quen quen. Toi quay lai,
bbi r6i, nhung ngudi do da bién nit.

Ky la. ROt cude t0i ciing tim thiy chiée véy va chon mdt chiée khéin choang ¢ tua phit hop. Toi quay lai - va lai B anh ta. DG | Danny. Anh dang m
cai quai gi & Barneys vay? Khi tdi gan, t6i nhin anh cham cham. Mt anh do ngau, toc thi bu xti, va trong anh ¢ vé bon chon dén dién cuong,

“Danny!” t6i Ién tiéng va anh giat minh thiy 15. “Cau Bm gi & day vay?”

“O! Khong ¢6 gi! Chi... luon 1 thoi.”” Anh dép.

“Cau 6n cha?”

“T& én. Moi chuyén déu bn ca.” Anh liéc nhin d@)ng 1. “Vay... t& doan chic cau dang ban viéc?

“That ra i c6,” t6i n6i ddy vé tiéc nudi. “Mot khach hang dang chd t6. Néu khong minh di ¢6 thé di udng chit ca phé.”

“Khong. Khéng sao,” anh ndi. “Cau ctr di di. Minh s& gip nhau sau.”

“OK.,” t6i n6i rdi quay lai phong thir o, hoi bdi rbi.

Laurel quyét dinh Ry ca 3 bo do t0i chon cho ¢6, va lic ra v&, ¢6 6m Ry toi thét chéit. “Pimg dé & cudi im minh budn,” ¢6 ndi. “Bé ¥ 1bi toi im gi. Toi
dang hoi chan nan ma. To6i bict c6 va Luke s& hanh phiic. ” “Laurel.” T6i cling 6m chat c6. “C6 ding 1a nguoi tuyét nhat.”

Chuia oi, t0i ma gip céi gi chdng ngu ngde ctia co Ay thi toi s& cho hin biét tay.

Khi 0 4y da di 0, toi xem ki ké hoach lam viéc con lai trong ngay. Toi c6 mdt tiéng dong ho truée khi dén vi khich tiép theo, vay I toi quyét dinh lang
thang Ién gian hang c¢6 dau va xem lai by vay cta minh mdt 1an nita. Dit khoat phai 1a bd nay hodc bd Vera Wang. Hodc c6 thé 1a Tracy Connop.

D sao ciing chic chén 1 mdt trong ba bo do.

Khi Ién lai tAng ban hang, t6i dtng sitng lai vi ngac nhién. Danny dang dtmg canh gi treo 4o, than nhién mén mé mot c4i. Anh con dang lam cai quéi gi &
day thé? Toi toan goi anh, va hoi c6 mudn di xem bd vay ctia t6i roi di udng chit cappuccino khong? Nhung rdi, trude sur ngac nhién cta toi, anh ngd
quanh, kn It cti xudng va Ky cai gi d6 tir trong tii vai bat cta minh... D6 | mot chiée 4o phong voi tay 4o lap lanh, c6 ca moc treo. Anh cho kn gid
treo, lai ngd xung quanh, va lai ]fiy thém cai nira.



Toi bang hoang, sting so nhin anh. Anh nghi minh dang 1im céi gi thé?

Anh lai nhin quanh - rdi v6i tay vao tii 11 ra mot bang hiéu nho, va dung 1én & cudi gid hang,
Anh mudn Am cai quéi gi thé?

“Danny!” Toi vira goi vira tién dén chd anh ta.

“Gi thé?”” Anh giat nay minh, roi quay lai va nhin thiy toi. “Suyttttt! Chiia oi, Becky!”

Toi rit 1en “Céu dang im cai gi v6i dam 4o phong do thé?”

“Té dang tur cung cap hang.”

“Tyr cung cAp hang nghia 1 sao?”

Anh hit dau vé phia bang hiéu va t6i doc né ma khong tin ndi vao it minh.

BO SUU TAP CUA DANNY KOVITZ

MOT NHN TAI THU VI MOI O BARNEYS

“C6 cai khong ding moc ciia Barney,” Danny vira néi vira tong hai chiéc 4o phong nita lén gia. “Nhung t& nghi ciing khong ¢6 vén dé gi.”
“Danny... Cau khong lam thé dugc! Cau khong thé cit... treo db ctia minh kén gia duoc!”
“Té dang lm ddy thoi.”

“‘Nhung...”

“Té khong ¢6 s Ira chon ndo khéc, duge chira?” Danny quay dau di va néi. “Béy gid Randall dang trén dudng téi ddy, trong doi 1a s& thiy mot niit
hang cua Danny Kovitz & Barneys.”

To6i kinh hoang nhin anh.

“Té tudng cau bao 1 anh Ay s& khong bao gioy kiém tra!”

“Anh 4y khong bao gior kiém tra!” Danny treo thém mot cai moc lén gid. “Nhung c6 ban gai ngu xyén ctia anh Ay da nhing miii vao chuyén ndy. Cota
chua bao gio t6 ra quan tm chit nao dén t¢ ca, nhung ngay khi nghe dén cai tén Barneys, thi lai Oi Randall, anh nén ting ho em trai minh! Mai dén
Barneys mua mot mon hang cua cdu ay di! Vay I t6 bao, anh thire sw khong can phai lam thé dau... nhung by gio thi Randall da c6 cai y nghi do trong
dau r0i, anh ay kiéu nhur, cha, ¢ [ anh s€ ghé qua xemthé nao! Vay la t& da phai thirc trang ca dém chét tiét d¢ may va...”

“Céu da lam tit ca nhitng thir nay dém qua?” Toi hoai nghi hoi, vai tay Ay mdt trong sb méy chiéc 40 phong, Mot miéng vién da roi xudng san.

“Véy nén c6 thé san pham khong dat duoc chit krong nhur moi khi,”” Danny thanh minh. “Chi cin khong thd bao véi ching 1 duge, OK?”” Anh bit dau
dém dammodc treo. “hai... bon... sau... tdm... muroi. The daroi.”

“Danny...” t6i liéc quanh tang ban hang thay Carla, mdt trong s nhén vién ban hing dang nhin ching t6i voi anh it rat la. “Chao!” Téi vui vé néi. “Chi
la... giip mot khach hang... cho ban gai anh ay...” Carla lai ném thém vé phia ching t6i mot cai nhin nghi ngd khac, 161 bo di. “Khong duoc dau,” ti thi
tham ngay khi c6 ta vira ra khoi tam nghe. “Céu s€ phai lay nhitng thtr nay xuéng, Cau thdm chi khong duge ban hang & tang nay!

“T¢ can 2 phit,” anh n6i. “Chi 2 phit thoi. 2 phit dé anh dy di vao, thiy cdi bang higu, roi di ra. Thoi nao Becky. Tham chi s& chéing ai dén...” Anh do
nguodira. “Anh ay kia roi.”

Theo 4nh mét anh, t6i thiy anh trai Randall ctia Danny dang bang qua ting tién vé phia ching toi.

Toi thic méic dén hang triéu 1in 1 sao Randall va Danny c6 thé c6 ciing bd me co chir. Trong khi Danny nnh mai va ning dong thi Randall méc bo vest
cai chéo thoai mai, va luén mang bo mat dé biu khé chiu. “Chao Daniel,” anh 8y ndi va gat dau vai toi. “Becky.”

“Chao Randall,” t6i n6i, va nd mdt nu cudi ma t6i hy vong 1a kha tu nhién. “Anh khoe chit?”
“Ching d4y!”” Danny n6i mjt cach hén hoan, rdi khoi gia treo va chi vao nhimg chiéc 40 phong, “Bo suru tip ctia em O Barneys. Nhu em da ké.”

“Toi thdy r6i,” Randall 1n6i va xem x¢t can than g quéan 4o. Toi cam thiy duong nhur anh Ay sip stra ngang dau Ién va ndi “May ngudi dang dién cai tro
gi vay?” Nhung anh chang ndi gi... va hoi soc, t6i nhin ra anh ay ¢4 hoan toan bi cho vao trong,

Hon nita, sao lai phéi ngac nhién dén thé nhi? Nhiing trang phuc ctia Danny trén gi4 treo trong ciing khong lac 1ong im



“Cha, chiic mimg ciu,” cudi ciing Randall ciing én tiéng, “Péy dung 1a mdt thanh tiru ddy.” Anh vung vé v& vai Danny 1di quay sang ti. “Ching ban
duoc chir?”

“O... vang!” Toi ndi “Rét duoc wa chudng, em nghi vy.”

“Vay gié ban k¢ ctia ching la bao nhiéu?” Anh véi iy mbt chiéc 40 phong, va ca t0i va Danny vo tinh déu nin thé. Ching toi nhin, do ngwoi ra, trong khi
anh tim nhan, 161 cau may nhin 1én. “Khong ¢ nhan gid.” “Dé 1a vi... chiing 1a hang mdi ra ma,” t6i nghe minh vdi vang noéi. “Nhung em nghi ching ¢6
gid... 0...89do la. ”

“Ra vay,” Randall git gii. “Cha, t6i chua bao i 1 nguoi chudng thoi trang cao cip ca.”

“Pang noi ti ddy,” Danny thi thim vao tai toi.

“Nhung néu ching dang duoc ban ra thi hén phai I cai gi d6. Daniel, toi rat ngudng md cau.” Anh ta véi By mdt chiéc 4o co dinh tan quanh c6 va nhin
voi vé kinh sg kiéu cach. “Nao, gio thi toi nén mua chiéc nao day nhi?”’

“Dimg mua!” Danny lap tirc n6i. “En... s& thiét ké mot chiéc khac cho anh. Coi nhu d6 B mdt mén qué.”
“T6i rat mudn mua ma,” Randall n6i. “Néu toi khong ting ho duoc chinh em trai minh...”

“Xin anh d4y, Randall.”” Gigng Danny vang lén ddy khan thiét. “Hzy cho phép em duroc kim cho anh mt mon qua. D6 1 didu tdi thiéu em c6 thé lim sau
tat ca nhitng dicu tot dep anh da danh cho em su6t nhitng nim wira qua. That day. ”

“Cha, néu cdu da cuong quyét nhur vdy,” cudi cling Randall ciing nhiin vai néi. Anh ta nhin dong ho. “Toi phai di day. Rat vui duoc gip cd, Becky.”
“Em s& tién anh ra thang méy,”” Danny vira néi vira ném cho t6i mdt cai nhin vui swéng.

Khi hai ngudi di khoi, 16i cam thdy minh nhu dang chure phé 1én cudi thoai méi. Khong thé tin B ching t6i da thoat d& dang nhur véy.

“Nay!” chot mot tleng n6i vang lén ngay phia sau toi. “Xem méy cai ndy nay! Hang moi phai khong?” Mot ban tay c¢6 mong duoc son gitia thd qua vai toi
va kéo mot trong s6 nhitng chiéc 40 phong ctia Danny trude khi t61 kip ngan lai. T61 quay dAu lai va chot thiy so hai. D6 1a Lisa Parley, mbt khach hang
dé thuong nhung vang hoe toan tép cta Erin. C6 ta ching 22 tudi, ching c6 vé gi 1 co cong an viée im ¢, va ludn ndi thing toet tit ca nhing didu | nay
ra trong dAu ma ching bao & quan tim xem diéu d6 c6 khién ai bi xtic pham khong, (D4 c6 1an ¢6 ta hoan toan hon nhién hoi Erin “C co thay phién
khi 6 mdt cai miéng hinh dang ky cuc thé khong?”’)

Gio thi ¢6 ta dang cAm chiéc 4o phong uém Ién nguoi, nhin xudng voi vé sam soi danh gia.

Chét tiét. L3 ra t6i phai 161 ching khoi gia treo ngay lp tirc.

“Chao Becky!” C6 ta vui vé noi. “Nay, cai ndy dé thuong ghé! Toi chra bao gioy thdy ching ca.”

“Thye ra,” t0i voi n6i, “nhing chiéc niy chira duoc bay ban dau. Thar ra, t6i can phai... trm.. dem ching vao lai kho.” T6i ¢6 ging tom Iy chiéc 40
nhung c6 ta né ra.

“T6i s& chi ngim trong guong thoi mé. Nay Tracy! Cu nghi sa0?”

Mot ¢b gai khac, méc chiée 40 khoc in m6i ciia Dior, dang di vé phia ching toi.

“V& céi gi?”

“V& nhitng chiéc 40 phong moi ndy. Chiiing that tuyét phéi khong?” C6 ta vai tay By mot chiée khac dua cho Tracy.
“Céc c6 ¢ thé dua ching lai cho t6i..” T6i tuyét vong noi.

“Céi nay dep day!”

Gios thi ca hai bon ho déu thoéin thoit tay ln khiip gi4 treo, m nhitng chiéc 4o phong déng thirong thi khong chiu dugc sy tho bao. Pudng vién tudt ra,
nhitng mieng lap lanh va nhiing chudi cudm bi long ra, con nhiing dong Sequin thi roi tung tée khap san.

“Oi, duong khau bi tung nay!” Lisa ngurde 1én vi vé hoang so.*“Becky, n6 tur roi ra thoi. Toi khong co kéo gi dau ddy.”

“Khong sao dau,” ti yéu 6t noi.

“Moi thir phéi roi ra nhur thé nay a2 Nay Christina!” Lisa dot nhién Ion giong goi. “San phim mdi niy ngd ghé!”

Christina?



Toi quay lai va choang vang vi kinh hii. Christina dang dimg n6i chuyén véi Trudng phong T6 Chire ¢ 16i vao khu mua sam c4 nhén.,
“San phim méi ndo?” C6 ngude 1én néi. “O, chio Becky.”

Khi that. T61 phai chan ngay chuyén nay mdi dugc.

“Lisa...” Toi tuyét vong Ién tiéng. “T6i xem nhing chiéc 40 choang m6i ctia Marc Jacobs ma chiing t6i vira nhdp vé di.

Lisa phot 1o to1.

“Cai m6i ndy... tén | gi nhi...” C6 ta liéc mit nhin nhéin higu. “Danny Kovitz! Khong thé tin duoc B Erin lai chéing n6i i véi t0i vé vige nhan higu ndy sap
ra ca! Xau ghe! Xau ghé!” co ta ngoac ngoac mt ngon tay vé trach moc.

Toi hoang hét nhin khi Christina dé y ngwrdc 1én nhin. Chéing gi 6 thé cong kich ¢6 hon viée ¢6 ai d6 danh gia gian hing ctia ¢ thép hon sur hoan hio.

“Thir 16i cho t6i mdt phit,” ¢6 n6i voi Trurong phong To chirc va bang qua ting nha tién vé phia ching t6i, méi toc den tuyén ctia ¢ anh lén dudi anh
den.

“Erin da khong n6i cho ¢ biét chuyén gi thé?” Christina diu dang hoi.

“Nha thiét k& moi nay!” Lisa n6i. “Téi chura bao gio nghe ndi vé anh ta ca.”

“O4i!” Tracy dot nhién kéu Ién va rit tay khoi chiée 4o phong. “La dinh ghim!”

Pinh ghim?” Christina nhic lai. “Pura c4i d6 cho toi ndo.”

C6 cam Iy chiéc 40 phong ta toi va ngo ngac nhin. RSi ¢6 thiy bang hiéu ctia Danny.
Oi troi! Toi that ngu ngde. Sao it nhat 16i khong ha c4i d6 xudng co chir?

Khi doc dong chir do, vé mat c6 thay déi. Co ngude 1én nhin vao mét t6i, t6i thy toan than minh gai gai vi s héi. Toi chura bao gio gap réc i véi
Christina. Nhung 6 da timg nghe thiy c6 quat miing nguoi khéc qua dién thoai, va toi biét ¢6 c6 thé kha dit din.

Cb diu dang hoi. “C6 ¢6 biét gi vé& chuyén nay khong, Becky?”
“Toi...” toi hing giong. “Viéc nay B...”

“Toi hiéu roi. Lisa, toi rdt tiéc | & ddy c6 chit nham fan. C6 mim cudi mdt céch chuyén nghiép voi Lisa. “Nhitng san pham nity khong phai dé bén.
Becky - t6i nghi t6i muon ndi chuyén voi c6 tai van phong cua t6i.”

“Christina, t0i.. xin 161, t6i n6i mé cam thiy mit minh d6 birng Ién nhu géc. “Téi thue su...”
“Chuyén gi viy?” Tracy Ién tiéng, “Sao chiing lai khong durgc ban?”

“Becky giip ric rdi sao?”’ Lisa hé:t hoang noi. “C6 4y s& bi dudi viée sao? Dimg dudi viée Becky! Chiing t6i thich ¢6 4y hon Erin... O”. C6 ta gio tay che
miéng “Xin 16i Erin. Toi khong thdy co & day.”

“Khdng sao,” Erin ndi véi mdt nu curdi mien cudng méo xéch.

“Christina, tit ca nhing gi toi c6 thé kim chi i xin 161 thoi,” toi nhin nhwong ni. “Téi khong bao gi ¢6 ¥ gy rac r6i. Toi khong hé ¢6 ¥ lira dbi khach

“Trong van phong ctia t6i,” Christina ndi, gio mdt canh tay ra hiéu cho t6i im king. “Néu ¢6 can néi diéu gi, Becky, thi 6 ¢6 thé noi...

“Dirng lai!” mdt giong n6i thdng thiét vang 1én sau kg ching t6, tht ca quay lai va thiy Danny dang tién thing vé phia ching t61, mét anh tham chi con
hoang dai hon binh thuong. “Hay dumg tai déy di! Dimg 6 18i cho Becky vu nay!” Anh ndi, dimg than hinh dtmg chén trurde mit toi. “C6 Ay ching lién
quan gi toi viéc nay ca. Néu c¢d muon sa thai mot ai d6 thi hdy sa thai toi dil”

“Danny, chi 4y khong thé sa thai cau dugc,” t6i n6i khé. “Cau khong phai a nhan vién ctia Barneys.”

“Va anh 1a?” Christina hoi.

“Danny Kovitz.”

“Danny Kovitz. A.” Khuon mit Christina birng sang, “Véy anh 1 ngudi... da thiét ké nhitng trang phuc ndy. Va treo ching Ién gid ctia ching t6i.”

“Gi c0?? Anh ta khong phéi | nha thiét k& thyc thy?” Tracy kinh hoang thdt lén. *Biét ngay ma! Toi khong bj ira dau!” C6 ning dit ngay céi moc 4o
dang cam Ién gia treo nhu the c6 ta da bi vay ban.



“Chéng phai thé 1d pham phap sa0?” Lisa tron it hoi.

“C6 I8 1a vay,” Danny n6i vé tir vé. “Nhung libu t6i c6 thé cho céc vi biét tai sao t6i lai ha minh xudng dudi chudn mure dao dirc nhu thé khong? Cg’lc vi
¢6 biét c6 duoc co may trong cai nganh dugc goi la kinh doanh thoi trang nay I diéu khong trdng khong?”” Danny nhin hrt quanh d€ chéc chén rang
khan gia ctia minh dang ling nghe. “T6i d trit toan bo stre e vao tac phim ctia minh. Toi khoc, t6i gao trong dau dom, t6i vit kiét ban thin dén giot
mau cudi cung cta sir sang tao. Nhung gioi thmtrangkhonghe hirng thi v6i nhitng tai nang méi! Ho khongrmonnum dudng nhiing tan binh dam 0 ra
khac ngudil” Giong anh viit 1én s6i ndi. “Néu t6i phéi ding dén nhimg bién phép lidu mang, cac vi ¢6 thé trach tdi sao? Néu cac vi dem dao ma cit toi thi
t6i s& khong chdy miu sao?”
“Chao,” Lisa thét 1én. “Toi khong ngd moi viée lai kho khan téi mirc vay.”

“Anh da cit t61.” Tracy xen vao, ¢ vé ¢o ta ching hé bi bai dién vin ctia Danny gy 4n tuong, “Bing ci dinh ghim ngu ngdc ctia anh.”
“Christina, c6 phai cho anh &y mot co hoil”” Lisa kéu kén. “Nhin di! Anh 4y thit 13 tin tyy!”
“T6i chi mu6n mang nhing ¥ tudng ciia minh dén véi nhitng nguoi yéu thich chung,” Danny lai bt dau. “Khao khéat duy nhét ciia t6i B ¢ mdt ai d6, mot
ngiy nao do, s& mic mit trong nhitng trang phuc cta t6i va cam thiy ban than ho thay doi. Nhung khi t61 bo 1€ g6i den trude mit ho, nhitng canh cira
van dong sam trurde mat toi. ..
“D rdi!” Christina ndi, nira burc tirc, nira thich thit. “Anh mudn c6 co hdi Ion? PE 61 xem nhitng trang phuc nay xem sao.”
Mot sy im ling bao trum. T61 liéc nhanh Danny. C6 [ s¢€ 14 vay! Christina s&€ phat hién ra tai ning ctia anh ta va Barneys s& mua toan by bd suu tip cua
anh va anh s& ¢6 tén tudi! Roi Gwyneth Paltrow s& miic mdt trong s6 40 phong ctia anh trén Leno, va thién ha s& 6 at kéo nhau di mua, va roi bong nhién
anh tré nén ndi tiéng va ¢6 han mot gian hang riéng!
Christina v6i iy mot chiéc 4o phong ¢ cic ddm méu nhudm va d4 thach anh ¢ phia trudc, khi chi w6t mét én xuéng nhin chiéc 4o, t6i nin th. Lisa va
Tracy nhuéng may nhin nhau, va di Danny dimg yén bt dong nhung t6i van ¢6 thé thay Kkhuon nit anh danh lai day hy vong. Mot sy im king chét nguoi
khi chi dit chiéc 4o xudng - va khi chi véi tay Ay chiéc ao thir hai, tit ca ching t6i d&u nin tho, nhur thé cénh tay ciia vi thdm phan nguoi Nga dang lo
limg trén bang diém6 hoan héo. Nhiu may vé danh gid, chi banh chiéc 40 ra dé c6 thé quan sat k§ hon... va khi chi im vay, mot dng tay 4o tudt khoi tay
chi, dé lai mjt dudng ndi chi ta toi.
Moi ngudi cam lang nhin no.
“P6 goi la phong cach,” Danny kén tiéng, hoi mudn mang. “N6 ... phwong phap giai cau tric dé thiét ké...”

Christina lc du va treo chiéc 4o én. “Chang trai tré. C4u hin a ¢6 khé nng. Tham chi c6 thé noi ciu ¢ tai. Nhung rét tiéc, thé thoi chura di. Néu
khong hoan thanh tac pham mdt cach tir t€, cau s€ khong tién xa duoc dau.

“Céc thiét ké cta t6i thurong duoc hoan thanh khong ché vao dau duoc!” Danny ndi ngay. “C6 I& riéng b suu tap nay hoi voi vang mt chit...”

“Toi dé nghi anh nén quay lai tir dAu, tao ra mdt vai san plém that c4n than...”

“Co dang bao t0i bat can?”

“Y t6i I anh can phai hoc céach theo dudi mdt dur an tir dAu t6i cudi.” Christina mim cudi an can véi anh. “Rdi chiing ta s€ xemxét.”

“T6i ¢6 thé theo subt mot dur an!”” Danny phén nd 161 “Do6 1a mot trong nhiing diém manh cta t6i! D6 | mdt trong nhimg... Néu khong thi sao t0i lai
dang thlet ké vay cudi cho Becky co chir?” Anh vo Iy t6i, nhur thé ching t6i sdp stra song ca voi nhau. “Trang phuc quan trong nhét trong cude doi co
4y? Cb 4y tin tudng toi, tham chi ngay ca khi chéing ai tin. Khi Becky Bloomwood blroc doc 16i di & khach san Plaza, vén tac phdm ciia Danny Kovitz,
lic do cac vi s& khong thé néi t6i bat cdn duogc. Va khi dién thoai vang lén ron rd. ..

“Gi c0?” Toi ngo ngén néi. “Danny. ..”

“Anh dang thiét ké vay cudi cho Becky?” Christina quay sang toi. “Toi ctr nghi ¢d s& mic chiéc Richard Tyler.”

“Richard Tyler?” Danny thét than thit Ién. ..

“To4 lai nghi |3 ¢6 s& mic chiéc Vera Wang,” Erin Ién tiéng, d4 tho thin dén chd chiing t6i hai phut trude va st rudt nhin cham chip tir ic do.

“Toi nghe ndi c6 s& mic vay cudi ciia me,” Lisa xen vao.

“Té dang thiét ké vay cho cau ma!” Danny néi, doi mét mo to vi sic. “Ping khong ndo? Cau da hita véi t& rdi co ma, Becky! Chiing ta d thoa thuan roi
Irﬁ!”
“Vera Wang nghe c6 vé hoan hao ddy,” Erin n6i. “C6 phai c6 n6.”

“T6i ing ho Richard Tyler,” Tracy Ién tiéng,



“Thé con bd vay me ¢d timg miic?”’ Lisa noi. “Nhur viy khong ling man sa0?”
“Chiéc Vera Wang s& I tuyét nhét,” Erin qua quyét.

“Nhung lim sao ¢6 c6 thé tir chbi chiéc vy cudi ctia chinh me minh droc?” Lisa ging hoi. “Lamsao ¢6 ¢6 thé dat ca truyén théng gia dinh sang mdt
bén nhu vay? Ping khong nao Becky?”

“Quan trong 1a phai dep!”” Erin noi.
“Quan trong 1a phai lAng man!” Lisa cAi lai.

“Nhung con chiée vay cta t6 thi sa0?” tiéng Danny than viin vang Ién. “Con sy trung thanh v6i ngudi ban than thiét nhat thi sao? Céi d6 thi sao ha,
Becky?”

Nhitng ﬁéng ndi ctia ho et nhur khoan vao dAu toi, va tt ca bon ho déu dang say sura nhin t6i, chd doi mdt cau tra 1o1... khong hé béo trude, toi quat lén.
“T6i khong biét, duge chura?”” Toi tuyét vong gao. “Toi chi... khong biét minh s& phai am gil”
Bdng dung t6i thdy nudn khoc - diéu d6 ding i hét strc 16 bich. Y t6i i, dau phai i chuyén t6i s& khong c6 vay co chir.

“Becky, t0i nghi ching ta can néi chuyén mot chit,” Christina néi, dong thoi ném cho t6i mdt cai nhin sic sao. “Erin, phién ¢ don dep chd ndy va xin 16i
Carla nhé. Becky, di cling t6i nao.”

Chiing t0i bude vao van phong boc da Ion mau be sang sua cua Christina va chi dong ctra lai. Chi quay lai - va trong mot khoanh khéc kinh khing, ti
nghi chi ay s& quat t6i. Nhung thay vi vay, chi ra hi¢u cho t6i ngdi xuong va nhin t6i that lau qua cap kinh d6i mobi cua chi.

“Becky, c6 khde chir?’

“Toi khoe.”

“Co khoe. Toi biét.” Christina git ddu ddy hoai nghi. “Cudc sdng ctia c6 lic ndy thé nao?”

“Ciing ching c6 gi, t0i vui vé noi. “Chi biét ddy! Liic ndo ching thé...”

“Ké& hoach cho dam cuéi 6n ca cha?”

“Vang!” T6i noi ngay p tirc. “Vang! Tuyét dbi khong hé ¢6 van dé gi ca.”

“T6i hiéu roi.” Christina im king trong chdc Iat, g5 g6 ring bang mdt chiéc but. “Gan day ¢6 da di thim mot nguoi ban & bénh vién. Ai vay?”

“O vang, D6 thuc ra 1a... mdt nguoi ban cia Luke. Michael. Anh éy bi dau tim.”

“Po hdn 1 mdt ca sbe dbi véi co.”

T6i im king trong chdc lat.

“A... vang, t0i ciing nghi viy.” Cudi cling t0i ndi, mt ngdn tay miét doc tay vin ctia chiéc ghé t6i dang ngdi. “Diic biét 1a voi Luke. Hai ngudi bonho da
luon than thiét véi nhau, nhung 16i ho ¢6 chiit xa cach, va Luke cam thay rat day dirt t6i 16i. Roi ching t6i nhin duoc dién thoai bao tin vé Michael - y toi
14, néu anh ay qua doi, Luke s& khong bao gio ¢o the...” Toi ding lai va xoa mit, cam thay cam x(ic nhu dang trao dang. “Va roi duong nhién, gitta
Luke va me anh dy xay ra chuyén cang théing nita, ma diéu do thi ching ¢6 loi ich gi. Ba dy hoan toan loi dung Luke. Thye t&, con hon ca loi dung, ba 4y
da lam dyng anh 4y. Anh 4y cam thy bi ba phan bgi hoan toan. Nhung anh dy s& khong néi vai toi vé chuyén d6.”

Giong t6i bt dau run 1én. “Lic nay anh dy s& khong vdi toi bét ctr diéu gi. Pam cudi cling khong, tudn tring mit cting khong .. Tham chi cling 5:h§ng noi
give viée ching t6i s song ¢ dau! Ching t6i sap bi tong ¢6 ra khoi can ho ma van chua tim duoc noi ndo khéc d€ ¢, va t6i thim chi khong bict khi nao
thi ching t61 mdi bat dau tim kiem...”

Mot dong nurde mit bt diu chay xudng mot bén niit t6i trude su ngac nhién ctia chinh t6i. Nude mét d6 tir dau ra thé?

“Nhung ¢6 van on, ngoai nhitng viéc d6 ra,” Christina noi.

“O vang!” t6i lau mit. “Ngoai nhirng chuyén do6 thi moi viéc déu rat tuyét!”

“Becky!” Christina ic dau. “Thé nay khong on dau. T6i mubn ¢b nghi vai ngdy. Dii sao thi ¢d ciing c6 quyén duoc huong miy ngiy d6 ma.”

“Toi khong cn ky nghi ndo ca!”

“Toi da dé y 1 gin ddy c6 kha cang thing, nhung t6i khong biét n6 lai té nhur vay. Chi dén khi Laurel ndi chuyén vai toi sang nay... ”



“Laurel?” Toi simg st noi.

“C6 y ciing o ing, Laurel n6i 6 Ay ngh, ¢6 da mit di sy linh loi cita minh. Tham chi cé Frin ciing nhén thiy diéu d6. C6 &y bao hom qua da noi voi co
v¢ hang mau cua Kate Spade nhung ¢6 thdm chi con khong ca nhin. Pay khong phai 1a Becky ma t6i da tuyén dung,

“Chij sa thai t6i sa0?” T6i sau tham hoi.

“Toi khong sa thai c6! Tdi lo cho ¢ thoi. Becky, mdt loat nhitng s kién ma ¢6 vira ké t6i nghe. Ban bé... roi Luke... 16i can ho... ”
Chi iy mot chai mrde khoang, 16t ra 2 cde va dua 1 cde cho toi. “Va d6 chura phai la tit ca, phai khong Becky?”

“Y chi I sa0?” T6i o King hoi.

“T6i nghi con c6 chuyén phirc tap ma c6 khong noi véi ti. Lién quan dén dam cudi.” Chi nhin vao mit t6i. “Bing khong?”

Oi Chua oi.

Sao chi 4y lai biét? Toi da rat can than, toi d rat...

“T6i diing chir?”” Christina nhe nhang nhéc lai.

Trong vai gidy, t6i hoan toan bat dong, RAi that cham, t6i gt dau. Toi co hd nhe nhdm ca ngudi khi nghi ring bi mét da bi 1o.

“Lam thé ndo ma chi biét chuyén?” Toi nga ngudi ra sau ghé va hoi.

“Laurel n6i véi to1.”

“Laurel?” mdt ¢t sbe 1on lan khip nguoi toi. “Nhung toi chura bao gio..”

“C Ay n6i chuyén d6 qué rd rang. Thémnita c6 da dé 16 mot vai diéu. .. CO biét ddy, giir bi mét ching bao gid 1 viée d& dang nhu minh tudng ca.”

“Toi chi... khong thé tin dugc k chi lai biét. Toi da khong dam néi véi bt cir ail” Toi hét téc ra phia sau khudn mit néng bimg cta minh. “Chia mdi biét
duogc Ia gid chi nghi vé t6i nhur the nao.”

“Khong ai nghi xiu chit ndo vé c6 dau,” Christina noi. “That diy.”

“T6i khong bao gidy ¢b tinh dé moi viéc lai di qua xa thé nay.”

“Puong nhién 14 ¢6 khong ¢ y! Pimg tur trach minh nhur vy.”

“Nhung tat ca 1a 16 cia toil”

“Khong phai dau. Viéc do 1a hoan toan binh thuong.”

“Binh thuong?”

“Phail Tat ca cac c6 dau déu cii nhau voi me vé dam cudi. Co khong phai B nguoi duy nhét dau, Becky!”
T6i bbi rdi sting nhin chi, chi &y vira ndi gi nhi?

“T6i ¢6 thé hiéu dugc strc ép dang dé ning 1én ¢6.” Christina nhin t6i ddy cam thong, “Péc biét néu ¢6 va me c6 da ludn gan giii than thiét trong qua
khr?”

Christina ngi..

Bdng nhién t6i nhan thiy chi dang cho doi mdt cau tra 1i. “O... vang!” t6i nudt nude bot. “Diéu do... khé khé khan.”
Christina gt dau, nhur thé t61 d& xAc nhin moi nghi ngd cta chi. “Becky, t6i it khi cho ¢6 1i khuyén dung khong?”
“A...vang”

“Nhung t6i mudn c6 nghe t6i diéu nay. Toi mubn co nhé ring ddy | dam cudi cua c6. Khong phai la ctia me 6. La ctia ¢6 va Luke, va c6 chi co mot
co hdi thoi. Vay nén hity lam nhu ¢6 muon. Tin t6i di, néu khong, c6 s€ hoi hin day.”

“Um Sy viee B...” Toi nubt nude bot. “N6 khong that don gian nhu vy dau...”

“N6 don gian nhur vay day. Chinh xac 1 don gian nhu thé. Becky, d6 1 dam cudi ctia ¢0.”



Giong n6i ctia chi that 1 rang va qué quyét, va khi toi nhin chi, chiéc cdc dang dugc dura 1én gin miéng t6i, cam thiy nhur thé tia sang xuyén qua ddm
may miL.

D6 1a d4m cudi ciia toi. Toi chura bao gio nghi vé nd nhur vAy ca. Khong phai 1 dam cudi ciia me. Khong phéi i dam cudi cia Elinor. D6 1a ciia toi.

“That q@ dang roi vao chiéc bﬁy cua viéc mgén ]amhal long me qua mire,” Christina néi. “P6 1a diéu tu nhién, mdt ban ning rong lugng. Nhung doi khi
cling can phai dat ban thin minh 1én trén. Hoi t61 ket hon...”

“Chi da két hon?” T6i ngac nhién néi. “Toi khong biét diéu do.”

“Chuyén Fu r6i. Khong thinh cong. C6 1& n6 khong thinh cong  do t6i ghét moi khoanh khéic ctia 1€ cudi. Tir nhac dam cudi dén 1o tuyén thé ma me
t61 khing khang doi viet.” Tay chi quay quay cai thia nhyra. “Tir cocktail mau xanh nhat dén cai vay cuéi qué mia, cuc qué... ”

“Thét sao? That kinh khing!”

“Gidr 46 Ta chuyén d qua roi.” Chiée thia nhua kéu dénh tach va chi khé nd mdt ny cudi gion vai t6i. “Nhung nhé y 10i toi. D6 1 ngay ciia c¢o. Clia co
va [uke. Hay lam nhur ¢6 muon, va dirng bao gio cam thay 61 16i vi dieu d6. Véi lai, Becky nay?”’

“Vﬁng?”

“Hay nhd, gio 6 va me cd déu 1 ngudi Ion. Vay nén hiy ndi chuyén v6i nhau nhur nhitng ngudi truéng thanh.” Chi nhudéng may én. “C6 ¢6 thé thiy
ngac nhién vi ket qua day.”

Christina qua ding, Qué chuan!

Trén dudng vé nha, bng dung t6i thiy moi chuyén that 1o rang. Toan b quan diém ctia t61 vé dam cudi da thay Qé)i Toi cam nhén tran tr’é mot sy
quyet tim moi me. Py la dam cudi cua t61. DO 1 ngdy cta t6i. Va néu t6i muon ket hon 6 New York thi tdi s& ket hon ¢ do. Neu toi mubn mic mit bo
vay cua Vera Wang, thi t6i s€ méic n6. Thit buon cuoi néu cam thay tdi 161 vi nhitng dicu do.

Toi da né tranh n6i chuyén voi me qua lau roi. Y t6i 1, t6i mong doi me s& lam g co chi, da khoc? Ching t6i d&u 13 ngurdi 1n ¢4 rdi. Ching t6i s€ ¢o
mot cude n6i chuyén hiéu biét, chin chén va t6i s& trinh bay quan diém ctia minh mdt cach binh finh, rdi tit ca moi chuyén s& duoc gidi quyét 6n théa, mot
JAn va i méi. Chia o, t6i cam thiy nhu duoc giai phong. Toi s& goi cho me ngay.

Toi tung ting vao phong ngd, ném phich tii én girdng va bam s dién thoai goi di.

“A 16, b a?” Toi ndi ngay khi bd tra 101, “Me c6 & d6 khong a? Con c6 chuyén can ndi voi me. Chuyén kha quan trong a.”

Khi liéc nhin minh trong guong, t6i cam thdy minh nhur mot phat thanh vién ban tin trén NBC vy, that nhanh, chinh xac, diém tinh va day trach nhiém
“Becky?”” bd ling ting ndi. “Con 6n ca chir?”

“Con n a,” t6i noi. “Con chi phai trao d6i mot... mdt vai vin dé voi me thoi.”

Khi bd rdi khoi dién thoai, t6i hit mdt hoi that sau va vén toc ra sau, cam théiy minh bong nhién truréng thanh hon. Pay 1Oi, tOi sép c6 mdt cude ndi chuyén
ngudi 1on, thing than véi me minh, gin nhur 14 1an dau tién trong doi.

Céc ban biét d?iy, c6 thé dayla diém khoi d4u cho mdt mdi quan h¢ hoan toan méi me voi bb me minh. Mot su ton trong [An nhau méi. Mot cudc séng
sé chia hiéu biét lan nhau.

“Chao con yéu.”
“Con chio me.” Toi hit th' sau. Bt dau nao. Binh finh va chin chén. “Me
“Oi Becky, me s& tang con mot chiéc nhan. Con s& khong doan dugc 1 ching ta s& gip ai & Lake District dau! ”

“Di Zannie! Con con nhé khong? Hbi xura con van thdng deo nhitng ddy chuyén cii ciia di ddy. Ca gidy ciia di niva. Me va di nhé dén rdi cudi méi,
céanh con chép chitng bude di...”

“Me. Cé vai chuyén quan trong con muon ban voi me.”

“Va ho van con nguoi ban tap phim trong lang. hoi xua ddy. Cai ngudi thudng ban cho con mén kem dau ¢ qué 4y. Con cé nhé cai hdi con an qua
nhiéu va bi 6m khong? Ching ta ctr curdi méi vé chuyén do nixa!” “Me”

“Va gia dinh nha Tiverton van song trong ngdi nha do... nhung..”

“Sao a?”



“Me e 13, con yéu... chii lira Ca r6t da. ..” me ha giong. “D4 Ién thién duong lira rdi. Nhung nd ciing d rat gia rdi, con yéu, va hin n6 rat hanh phiic khi
oténdo...”

Khong thé ndo. Toi khong hé c6 cam gidc nhur mdt ngudi trurdng thanh. Toi thiy minh nhu mt dira tré 1én séu.

4t ca moi nguoi déu giri 161 ho thi iy me 16i, cubi cing ciing két thiic min hi tudng cla i \ ién tit ca bon ho s& dén dur da
“Tat ca moi nguoi deu gur 101 hoi tham con day,” me noi, cudi cling cling két thiic man hoi tudng clia “va duong nhién tat ca bon ho s& dén du dam
cudi cua con! Vay, bo bdo con c6 chuyén can ndi?”

“Con...” t01 hz'mg giong, dot nhién nhan théy su im Iing ddi lai trong may, khoang cach giita me va toi. “A, conmudn... rm..”
Oi Chia oi. Miéng ti run run va céi giong nhan vién phét thanh bén tin ciia t6i da bién thanh mot thir tiéng the thé lo Eing,
“Chuyén gi viy Becky?”” Giong me vut lo 4u. “Cé chuyén gi khong 6n sao?”

“Khong! Chi la... 1a...”

Khong hay roi.

Toi biét ring nhitng gi Christina ndi I ding. Toi biét khong can phéi cam théy ti 10i lam gi. D6 1a dam cudi cia i, 01 | mdt ngwoi da trudng thanh, va
t01 nén lambat cur dieu gi ma t6i thich. Toi dau co6 doi hdi bo me phai chi tién dau. Toi khdng hé yéu cau bd me phai bo chut cong strc ndo ra ca.

Nhung du [a nhur vay.

T6i van khong thé noi qua dién thoai véi me ring toi mudn t6 chirc dam cudi & Plaza. Chi 1 toi khong thé lam diéu do.
“Con nghi con s& vé nha gip bd me,” t6i nghe thiy ban than dang n6i voi vang, “D6 1a nhitng gi con mubn ndi. Con s& vé nha.”
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R&i t6i da phai bao dam véi ba ring t6i khong bi dudi viéc.
Va 1di hira ring t6i khong hé bi nhitng ké cho vay ning i qudc t& san dudi.
Ban biét d4y, khi nghi lai v& mot vai niim vira qua, d6i khi toi ciing hoi budn vi da bét bd me phéi chiu dung bao nhiéu chuyén.

“Becky! Graham, con bé day rdil” Me chay t6i, huych mdt gia dinh doi khain xép ra khoi i di. “Becky, con yéu! Con khoe chir? Luke thé nao r6i? Moi
thir 6n ca chi?”

“Chao me,” t61 ndi va dm léy ba. “Con khoe. Luke cé giri 101 hoi tham toi moi ngurdi. Moi chuyén dnca”
Trtr mdt viée nho xiu - con da 18n ké hoach cho mdt dam cudi hoanh trang & New York sau hung me.

Thoi nao, t6i kién quyét chi thi cho ly tri ctia minh khi b hon t6i va cim By hanh i ctia t6i. Nhéc chuyén d6 ching ich gi. Tham chi nghi dén viée d6 ciing
chang ich gi. T6i s€ n6i dén chuyén d6 sau, khi tat ca ching t61 d& ¢ nha, khi cé hoan canh thuén lgi tu nhién giita cude tro chuyén.

Chéc chin s& c6 lic thuan loi tw nhién nhur thé.

“Véy Becky, con con nghi dén chuyén két hon & My khong?”

“A, me a. That vui | me lai hoi vé chuyén do... ”

Chinh xéc. Téi s& chd mdt co hdi ndo d6 twong tur nhur thé.

Nhung dit t6i ¢6 6 vé thoai méi hét strc thi t6i van khong thé nghi dén bt cir chuyén gi khéc. Trong sudt lic bd me timxe 6 t0, c&i nhau vé vige 16i ndo
14 101 ra, va tranh cdi ve viée 3,60 bang c6 phai la mjt mirc gid hop Iy cho mdt tiéng dong ho do xe hay khong, long ti roi nhur to' vo ma clr moi khi
nhiing tir dam cudi, Luke, New York hay My duoc nhac dén 1a lai tré nén r6i hon nita, du chi la thoang qua.

Chuyén nay ciing giéng nhu khi t6i thong bao voi bé me ring t0i & lay Chimg chi Gido duc Phd thong Trung hoc Toan Cao cé}p. Tomnha ké bén ciing
dang hoc Toan Cao cap va Janice thi rat tur mén vé viéc do, the a tdi bao bo me 1a 61 cling s& hoc. Roi khi nhimg ky thi bat dau, tdi phai vo nhu t6i phai
lam bai kiém tra (thay vao d9, t6i da ¢ Topshop suot 3 tieng dong ho). Va khi co két qua thi bo me uon nédi “Nhung con duge gi tir mon Toan Cao cap
do chi?”

Vay la sau dé, 16i bia chuyén réng viéc chim diém mon Toén s& t6n nhicu thdi gian hon cac mon khac vi nd khé hon. Va t6i thirc long nghi réing ho s& tin
t61, nhung roi sau d6 Janice chay vao va néi “Tom dugc di€m A mdn Toan Cao cap, con Becky duoc diém gi?”

Tom chét tiét.

“Con van chura hoi gi vé dam cudi ca,” me néi khi ching t6i phong xe doc duong A3 vé Oxshott.

“Oi thé 4! Con chura hoi sa0?” Toi ¢b ndi vii giong that hd hoi. “Vay, 0... chuyén chuén bi thé ndo rdia?”
“Noi that thi ching ta ciing chua Bmduoc gi nhidu,” b noi khi ching t6i dén chd 18 sang Oxshott.

“Liic ndy van con sémns,” me ndi mdt cach thoai mai.

“Chi la mbt dam cudi,” bd n6i thém. “Theo bd thi ngudi ta cir bdn chdn lo Fing qua da vé nhimg chuyén nay. Ta c6 thé gii quyét moi viée mot ic vao
phiit cuoi cling ma.”

“Chéc chén rdil” T6i ndi mdt cach nhe nhdm. “Con khong thé dong ¥ hon dugc nira!”

Ch, ta on Chiia vi diéu d6. Toi ngd nguoi ra ghé va cam thiy mbi lo au trit khoi nguoi. Diéu ndy s& khién moi visc d& dang hon rét nhidu. Néu bb me
chura sap xép gi nhicu, s& khong mat thoi gian dé hiy bd. Thure ra, nghe c6 vé nhur bo me thire sy khong ban tim lam vé viée nay. O, chuyén ndy s& on
ca thoi. Toida lo ling khong dau roi!

“A, Suzie da goi dién dAy.” Me noi khi ching t6i bt dau vé dén gin nha. “Con bé hoi con mudn gip miit ngay hém nay khong? Me nghf hén i con
muon... O, va me nén ndi trudc vdi con.” Ba quay ngudi lai. “Tomva Lucy.”

“Da vang?” t6i san 1ong ling nghe nhitng thdng tin chi tiét vé phong bép mdi nhit mi ho vira Fip dit, hay vé viée Lucy mdi dugc thing chirc.
“Chiing chia tay roi,” me ha giong, dui chi ¢6 ba ngudi ching toi trong xe.

“Chia tay?” t6i nhin me, stmg sot. “Me khong duia chir? Nhung ho chi m6i két hon dugc ¢6...”

“Tham chi 1A chura t¢i hai nim. Janice b sbc Bm, nhu con c6 thé tudng tuong déy.”

“Nhung di c6 chuyén gi xay ra?” ti than thd hoi, va me mim moi.



“C6 nang Lucy d6 bo di clng mot tay trong.”

“Mot tay trong?”

“Trong mOt ban nhac. Hinh nhu cgu ta con c6 mot cai khuyén 6...” Me chyng lai mjt cach khong hai long, va dAu 6c t6i dao dién cudng qua tht ca cac
kha ndng, ma mot vai trong so d6 hin 1 me t6i chua bao g0 nghe noi dén (N6 that thi toi ciing chura bao gid nghe n6i dén cho t6i khi chuyén t6i
WestVillage.) “Num vii,” cubi cing me t6i thdt ra, va t6i thiy nhe nhom han.

“N6i tom lai | Lucy da bo di... ciing véi mot tay trdng... ¢b mdt cai khuyén & nim vii.”

“Anh ta séng trong mdt chiéc xe mooc,” bd n6i thém, bat dén hiéu rd trai.

“Sau tit c4 nhimg viéc mi Tom d Am trong nha kinh trong cdy dang yéu do,” Me Fic dau noi. “Mot sb co nang ching biét on gj ca.”

T6i khong thé hiéu ndi chuyén nay. Lucy lam viée cho Ngan hang Péu tu ctia Wetherby. C6 4y va Tom sng & Reigate. Rém cira ctia ho rét hop voi ghé
sofa. Lamthé quai nao ma c6 ay cd thé gip mot tay trong co khuyén ¢ miim va?

Dot nhién t0i nhé t6i cude n6i chuyén mi ti vo tinh nghe duoc ngodi vurdn lan cubi t0i & dy. Lucy khong héin | ¢6 vé hanh phc. Nhung e d6 co 4y
ciing khong c6 vé gi 1a sap stra chay tron ca.

“Thé Tom thé ndo a?”
“N6 dang chong choi véi viée do,” bd néi. “Bay gio cu ta dang & nha v6i Janice va Martin, t6i nghiép thing bé.”

“Néu con hoi me, thi ciu ta da khong con virdng ban chuyén do niva rdi,” me qua quyét noi. “Me chi thy thurong cho Janice théi. Sau dam cudi dang
yéuma co ay da to chirc. Tat ca bon ho déu bi ¢d nang d6 lra ca.”

Ching t6i d6 xe ngoai nha, trude sy ngac nhién ciia t6i, ¢6 hai chiée xe tai tréing dang dd trong dudng xe vao.

“Chuyén gi thé a?” Toi hoi.

“Khéng c6 gi,” me tra [oi.

“Stra dng nude Ay ma.” B noi.

Nhung vé mit ca 2 ngudi déu hoi la. Mét me séng long lanh, me liéc nhin b vai lin khi ching t6i di t6i ctra chinh.

“Nao, con sin sang chura?”’ bd bdng nhién néi. Ong dut chia khoa vao 6 khoa va mo cira.

“Ngac nhién chura ndy!” bb va me cting dong thanh reo én, va ham dudi cta t6i nhu rét xubng dat.

Gidy dan turong cii & sanh bién mat. Chiée tham cii & sanh cling bién mit. Toan b noi nay da dwoc am lai v6i nhitng mau twoi m6i, sang sua, tham chui
chan mau nhat va dén méi & Kkhéip noi. Khi t6i dura it Ién, that khong tin n01, 6i thdy mdt ngudi dan ong méic quan 4o bao ho lao dong dang son lai lan
can cau thang; trén chiéu nghi con ¢6 2 ngudi nita dang dimg trén thang Bp mot cai chic dai. Khip noi i mii son va mii moi. Va tién da duoc chi ra.
“Bb me da sira chita lai nha,” toi yéu Ot noi.

“Cho dam cudi day!” me vira ndi vira cudi rang &y voi toi.

“Me da noi...” t6i nudt nudc miéng, “Me da ndi bd me chua chuén bi gl nhiéu.”

“BS me mudn am con ngac nhién ma!”

“Con nghi sao, Becky?” bb n6i, chi xung quanh. “Con c6 thich khong? C6 ding kiéu con thich khong?”

Giong b hoi bong dua. Nhung t6i c6 thé thiy 1 viée t6i c6 thich hay khong thire s rit quan trong voi ong. Véi ca hai. B6 me Am tit ca nhitng diéu ndy
Vi toi,

“Thét... tuyét voi,” t6i khan khan néi. “Thyc su rat dang yéu.”
“Nao, ra xem vuon di ndo!” me néi va t6i do dan theo me, qua cénh ctra ) Phap, noi t6i théy ca mot do1 lam viron niic déng phuc dang tréng hoa.

“Ho dang trong chir ‘Luke va Becky’ bang hoa pang x8!”” me n6i. “Vira kip cho thang Sau. Chiing ta s& ¢6 ca voi nude diic biét nita, ngay canh 16i vao
Rurap. Me da thay kiéu d6 trong Modern Garden.”

“Nghe co6 Vé... tuyét qua.”

“Vio ban démn6 s& sang Ién, viy nén khi ching ta ban phao hoa...”



“Phao hoa nao co a?” Toi hdi, va me nhin téi véi vé kinh ngac.
“Me d3 giri fax cho con v& phéo hoa rdi ma, Becky! Pumg bao 1 con quén rdi nhé.”
“Khong! Puong nhién i khong roil”

Tam tri t0i vt quay trd lai v6i chong fax ma me da gir 101, nhing thir ma t0i da diit xubng dudi gim giwong mdt céch i i, mbt s6 duge doc hrdt qua,
mot sO hoan toan khong so dén.

Toi dang 1am gi thé nay? Sao t6i lai khong dé y dén nhitng gi dang dién ra?

“Becky, con yéu, trong con khong duroc khoe Bm,” me néi. “Han Ja con mét sau chuyén bay. Di udng tach ca phé di con.”
Ching t6i bude vao bép, va t6i cam thiy ndi so hii moi thit chiit Ay rudt gan toi.

“Me cho lip dat ca mdt cai bép moi nira u?”

“O khong!” me hoan hi n6i. “B6 me chi son lai céc phan trong bép thoi. Trong ching dep diy chir? Nao, an chit banh simg bo nhé. Banh ctia cira hang
banh m6i ddy.”

Ba dura cho t6i mdt gio banh - nhung toi chang thé an ndi. Toi thdy phat 5m.

“Becky?”” Me cham chii nhin t6i. “C6 chuyén gi khong 6n sa0?”’

“Khong,” t6i ndi voi. “Khong c6 gia. Tat ca déu... hoan héo.”

Toi s phai lam gi day?

“Me biét ddy... con nghi con can di g& db khoi va L, t6i n6i va ¢b néin ra mot nu cudi yéu 6t. “Sép xép modt chit dy ma.”

Khi t6i dong cira phong phia sau ng minh, nu cudi yéu 6t kia van dang con trén mit ti, nhung bén trong thi tim t6i dap thinh thinh nhur dién dai.
Moi thir khong nhu du dinh.

Moi thir khong hé nhur da dyr dinh. Gidly dén tudng moi? Voi phun nwée? Man ban phao hoa? Sao toi lai chéing biét ti i vé nhiing vige ndy? L ra toi
phai doan ra chur. Tat ca di€u nay Ia 16i cta t6i. Oi chiia oi, chua oi...

Lam sao t6i ¢6 thé bao bd me phai hily tit ca nhitng thir niy? Sao t6i c6 thé m vay?

Toi khong thé.

Nhung t61 phai lam

Nhung t6i khong thé, ti khong thé.

Péy la dam cudi ciia t6i, t0i kién quyét nhéic nhd ban than, ¢b ging lAy lai sur tur tin ctia minh & New York. Toi c6 thé t6 chirc cudi & noi toi mudn.
Nhung nhitng i cénh béo sai tréi cir vang Ién trong dau t0i, Bm t0i phéi nhéin miit. C6 thé e dau ding thé thét. Trude khi moi vige hoan thanh, trude
khi c6 bat clr n6 hre ndo dugc tao ra. Nhung gior ddy... ddy khong con chi la dam cudi cua t6i nita. By 12 mon qua bo me danh cho 61 La moén qua
16n nhat ma bd me trao cho t6i trong cude doi, ho da do vao do tat ca tinh yéu va sy quan tam

Va t6i dang dinh tir chbi nd. Cam on, nhung khong,

Toi da nghi gi vay?

Tim dép thinh thich, t6i lyc ti 4o tim t& ghi chép ma t6i da viét voi trén méy bay, cd ging nhé ra tit ca nhing Iy I8 bién ho cho minh.

Nhirng nguyén nhin vi sao ddm cudi ctia chiing ta

nén duoc t chie ¢ Plaza:

1. B me khong thich mot chuyén du lich dén New York mién moi chi phi sao?

2. Plaza Ia mot khach san cuc 1on.

3. B6 me s& khong phai dong tay dong chan am gi hét.



4. Mot céi léu rap chi im cho viron nha bd me 1on xon ma thoi.

5. B me s& khong phai moi di Syhvia...

6. B6 me s& c6 khung anh Tiffany mién phi..

Chiing ¢ vé 6 sirc thuyét phyc khi t6i viét ra. Giosthi ching cir nhw tro hé. BS me chéing biét gi vé Plaza. Sao ho lai mubn bay t6i mdt cai khéich san &n
choi du,a doi ma ho chua tirng @€ midt t6i? Sao ho lai muon bo viée chu tri ddm cudi ma ho mo wéce bay lau? Toi la o con gai duy nhat ctia ho. Pira con
ddc nhat ctia ho co ma.

Viy... t0i s€ phai lam gi day?

T ngdi nhin chéim ch vao trang giy, thé: manh, dé méic cho nhimg y nghi dénh nhau. Toi tuyét vong qud quang tim mot giai phap, mdt cai khe ho dé
Iuon Tach qua, nhat dinh khdng bé cude chirng nao chura thir dén kha ning cudi cting, Vong quanh vong quanh.

3 6Be cky?’ £
Me di vao khién t6i bt ddu cam thiy t0i 16i va vo chit danh sach trong tay.
! 2

“Me!” ti rang 1& noi. “O! ca phé. Tuyét qua

“N6 duge loc hét caffeine rdi ddy,” me n6i va dura toi mdt cai tach ¢ viét Ban Khong can Phai Phat Bién Lén Khi T6 Chirc Mot Bam Cudi Nhung Me
Ban Thi can. “Meg nghi ¢6 thé gan day con uong ca phé khong c6 caffeine.”

“Khong a,” toi ngac nhién noi. “Nhung khong sao ca.”

“Con cam thiy thé nio?”” me ngdi xudng ngay canh tdi va t6i lén it chuyén méu gidy xodn chit tir tay ndy sang tay khac. “Hoi mét 4? Han 1a thiy budn
nonnita.

“Khong té& im du a.” Toi budng mdt tiéng thd dai ning né hon du dinh. “Thé nhung thirc an trén méy bay chéan that.

“Con can phai giit gin sirc khoe!” me cAm Ay canh tay t6i. “Gidr thi me ¢6 thir nay danh cho con, con yéu.” Me dua t6i mot miu gidy. “Con nghi sao?”
T6i mo cudn gidy ra va hoang mang nhin n6 cham chit. Do 1 thdng tin chi tiét vé nha. Mot can nha 4 phong ngil & Oxshott, ndi mdt cach chinh xAc.
“Pep phai khong?” khudn mit me tré nén rang 13. “Nhin xem nhitng chi tiét ny nay!”

“Bb me dinh chuyén nha sao?”

“Khong phai i bd me, ngbe a! Cac con s& chi & cach bd me c6 mot goc phd thdi! Nhin ndy, trong nha ¢6 hin 1 nuréng 4m, hai phong tim nbi ién
phong v¢ sinh....

“Me a, bon con séng & New York ma.”
“Bay gir la thé. Nhung cac con s& khong mudn & New York ca doi, ding khong? Khong phai 1 liu dai.”

Trong giong ndi ctia ba bt chot 16 ra vé lo ling; va dii ba dang cudi, t6i van ¢6 thé thiy sur cang thing trong niit ba. Toi md miéng dé tra 1oi - rdi nhn ra
rang, that dang ngac nhién, t6i va Luke chwra bao gio ndi chuyén nghiém tic voi nhau vé turong lai 1au dai ca.

T6i nghi t6i ludn cho rang ching toi s& quay lai Anh mdt ngay ndo d6. Nhung 1 khi nio?
“Cac con khong dinh & d6 méi méi d'?iy chir?”” me n6i thém va bat curdi nho nho.
“Con khong biét,” t6i bbi rdi ni. “Con khong biét 13 bon con mubn gi nita.”

“Con khong thé phat trién mot td émtrong cai can hg chat hep do duogc! Con s& mudn vé nha! Con s& mudn ¢6 mdt cin nha xinh dep c6 vuon! NHht a
vao thoi diémnay.

“Thoi diém nay thi sa0?”
“Thoi diém...” ba khua tay thanh hinh vong tron.
“Gicoa?”’

“Oi Becky.” Me tho dai. “Me co thé hiéu duoc néu con co chit ngai nging khi n6i voi nguoi khac. Nhung khong sao dau con yéu! Ngay nay thi viée d6
hoan toan c6 thé chap nhan dugc ma. Khong cé gi la nho nhude ca.”

“Nho nhubc? Me dang n6i...”



“Diéu duy nhit bd me can biét...” - ba ngung lai mdt cach t& nhi - & cAn phai n6i vy ra bao nhiéu? Bao lau rdi?”
Noi vay? Cai quai gi. ..

Cho chit.

“Me! Khong phéi me c6 cai y nghi rng con... con...” Toi lim céi cir chi ra hiéu y nhu me da lm

“Vay Ia con khdng c¢6 u?”’ khuon niit me xi xuéng thét vong,

“Khong! Puong nhién I khong! Sao ma me ¢6 thé nghi vay co chir?”

“Con noi c6 chuyén quan trong mubn néi véi bd me!” me néi, bao chita béng cach nhdp mdt ngum ca phé. “Khong phai i chuyén vé Luke, khong phai
1a cong viéc va cling chang phai 1a tay quan ly nha bang ctia con. Va Suzie sap c6 embé, ma 2 dira Kic ndo ciling lam giong nhur nhau nén bd me doan...”

“Cha, con khong c6 thai, dugc 1di chir a? VA con ciing khong nghién ma ty, trudc khi me hdi t6i.”
“Véy con dinh n6i gi v6i bd me?” me dat tach ca phé xubng ban khoan nhin toi. “Diéu gi mé quan trong toi mirc con phai vé nha?”
Im king bao trim can phong, Nhitng ngon tay toi siét chét tach ca phé.

La n6 day. Pay chinh 13 lic & mao dau cau chuyén ddy. Day 1 co hoi dé thd 16 tit ca. Noi véi me vé Plaza. Néu t6i dinh s& ndi. Toi phéi ndi ngay bay
gi0. Trude khi bd me di xa hon. Trude khi bo me d6 thém tién.

“A, 1a...” toi hing giong. “Viéc 1a thé nay...”
T6i ngimg lai va nhap modt ngum ca phé. C6 hong tdi nghet lai va t6i thdy hoi budn ndn. Sao t6i lai ¢6 thé Lim nhur vay?

T6i nhim ¥t lai va cho phép sur 1ong Iy ctiaPlaza I6e Ién trude mét, ¢b ging khoi goi lai tit ca nhig sur ndo nhiét va quyén ril. Nhimg cin phong ma
vang, su Iong Ay ngy tri khéip noi. Hinh anh chinh t6i dang hrdt trén san nhay rong lon bong loang trude ddm dong ngudng mo.

Nhung khong hiéu sao... n6 khong mé hodc nhur trurde niva. Khong hiéu sao n6 dwong nhu khong c6 sire thuyét phuc nita.

Oi Chia oi. Toi mubn gi day? Toi thue sy mudn gi?

“Me biét rdil”

T6i ngude 1én nhin me dang nhin t6i chiim chii trong hoang hét. “Me biét roi! Con va Luke d4 xa cach nhau phai khong?”

“‘Me...”

“Me biét ma! Me da ndi véi b6 con may lan, “T6i c6 thé camnhan duoc fir trong tim can minh rang Becky quay vé nha 1 dé hity dam cuéi nay.” Ong
4y bao v Van, nhung me cir cam thay nhur vay thoi, & day nay.” Me v ngue minh. “Mot ngudi me udn biét nhitng diéu ndy. Va me ding phai khong?
Con thyc sy mudn hity dam cudi phéi khong?”

T6i nhin me tran trbi. Ba biét t6i vé& nha dé hily dam cudi. Sao me lai biét diéu d6?

“Becky? Con 6n chir?” me choang mit canh tay qua vai ti. “Con yéu, nghe ndy. B me khong ban tim du. BS me luén mudn nhing dicu tt dep nhét
cho con. Va néu diéu d6 c6 nghia la phai hity dam cudi thi d6 sé 13 viéc bo me s€ lam. Con yéu, con khdng can phai cir tiép tuc néu khong chic chan
mot tram phan trim. Mot tram phan tram!”

“Nhung... nhung b me da bo biét bao cong sirc...” Toi lAm bam. “BO me da tiéu biét bao nhidu tién...”

“D6 khong phai la vﬁn d&! Tién khong phai I van dé!” Me 6m chat Jdy toi. “Becky, néu con c6 gi 46 khong chéc chén, b me s& hity dam cudi ngay lap
tirc. BO me chi mudn con hanh phic. D6 14 tat ca nhitng gi b me mong muon.”

Me c6 vé qué théu hiéu va thong cam, trong mdt Jit t6i khong noi ndi nén 1oi. Me 1 thé ddy, luon dép (mg moi thir mi t6i doi héi khi vé nha. Khong chat
van, khong budc tdi. Khdng gi ca ngodi tinh yéu va sy ting ho.

Va khi t6i nhin khu6n mt quen thudc dé chiu hién hau ciia ba, khong nghi ngdr gi, d6 1 diéu khong thé.

“Khodng sao ca dau,” cudi cling t6i néi. “Me, Luke va con chura xa nhau dau. L2... & cudi van dién ra.” Toi xoa mit. “Me biét ddy, con nghil con s& ra
ngoai va. .. hit thd mot chit.”

Khi t61 bude vao vuron, mot vai nguoi lam vuron im thué quay lai chao. “Xin chao,” t61 mim cuoi yéu 6t dap lai. Toi cam thiy minh bi hoang tudng tot
d6, nhur the bi mét cta t6i qua I6n, toi phai lim cach nao d6 tong khir n6 di. Nhur thé nguoi ta han la phai thay bi mét d6, 161 n6 ra khoi nguoi toi, hoac
tr6i bong bénh trén dau t6i bang chit in hoa bong bong,



Toi ¢6 ké hoach khéc cho B cudi.

Clng ngay véi I& cudi nay.

B4 me 161 khong biét gi ca.

Phai, t6i biét t6i dang gap ric roi.

Phai, t6i biét t6i ngu ngde.

O, cr cau di va dé t6i yén, cac ngudi khong thiy 1 t6i stress dén mire nio a2

“Chao Becky.”

Toi ngac nhién quay lai. Pimg & hang rao virdn bén canh va budn réu nhin t6i i Tom

“Chao anh, Tom!” t6i néi, ¢6 ging che gidu sur ngac nhién khi thiy anh ta.

Nhung... 6i troi. Trong anh ta thit kinh khiing, xanh xao, tan ta va mic thir quan 4o that sy kinh khing, Khong phéi Tom i vua sanh diéu - nhung hoi &
bén Lucy, anh ta ciing ¢6 dugc cai mi ngoai trong tam 6n. Thyc ra, toc anh ta da timg kha hop thoi trang. Nhung gio anh ta quay lai voi méi toc nhon
bdng va chiéc 4o va roi ndu sam ma Janice ting anh ta Gidng sinh nim nim vé trude.

“Em rét tiéc khi nghe néi vé...” Toi ling tiing ngung noi.

“Khdng sao.”

Anh ta khong vai xudng vé khd s¢ va ngd quanh nhin nhitng the im virdn dang dao béi, cat xén phia sau toi. “Thé viée chuin bi dam cudi dén dau roi?”

“O... 6n,” toi rang 1& n6i. “Anh biét ddy, dén Itic ndy thi toan danh séch thoi. Nhitng viéc phai im, nhitng thir can kiém tra, nhiing chi tiét nho nhéit nhét
dé... dé... hoan thanh...”

Nhur thé t6i phai kim nén dé khong 161 chuyén két hon vao. Oi Chia oi. Chia oi.

“Thé... &, b me anh khoe chir?”

“Anh nh6 1€ cudi ciia bon anh d duoc chudn bi nhur thé ndo.” Tom Fic du. “Gior cir nhur B hing nghin nidm trude. Nhig con nguoi khac.”
“0, Tom.” T6i can mdi. “Em xin 161. Hay dbi ch..”

“Em biét diéu gi tdi t& nhét khong?” Tom I t6i di, ndi tiép.

“0...” Toc clia anh, t6i suyt chit nitta 1a budt miéng ndi vy.

“Dicu t’(A)ité nhat I3, anh cir nghi minh hiéu Lucy. Bon anh I}iéunhau: Nhung sqét thoi gian d6...”” Anh ta ngimg lai, thoc tay vao ti By chiéc khin tay va xi
mili. “Y anh I, bay gio khi nghi lai, durong nhién anh c¢6 thé nhin thay nhitng dau hi¢u.”

“Thét sao?”
“O phai,” Tom néi. “Anh d khong chi 14 tinh co bat gip ho.” “Nhu 1...” ti nhe nhang goi ¥, ¢d khong dé 16 minh to mo tdi ¢d ndo.

“Cha.” Anh ta suy nghi trong gidy lat. “Nhur cai cach ¢6 Ay cir lubn miéng béo néu c6 dy phai sdng & Reigate dir chi mdt phit thi tha tur bén vio dau minh
conhon. ”

“Pling,” t61 ndi, hoi ngac nhién.

“Rdi lan c6 Ay gao thét dién cudng & FurntureVillage...”

“Gao thét?”

“Co ay bat dau gao thét, “Toi 27 tudi! Toi 27 tudi! Toi dang lam cai quéi gl & ddy thé ndy?” Cubi ciing bao vé phai dén trin an 6 dy.”
“Nhung em khong hiéu. Emnghi ¢6 4y yéu Reigate! Hai ngudi duong nhu rat...”

Banh choe 1a ttr ma t6i dang tim.

“Rét.... hanh phuc!”



“C6 4y da hanh phiic cho t6i khi tat ca nhitng m6n qua cudi duge mo ra,” Tom tram ngim ndi. “Nhung roi... gibng nhur ¢6 dy dot nhién nhin quanh va
nhinra... day 1a cudc song hién tai cia minh. Va c6 ay khong thich nhitng gi minh da nhin thay. Bao gém ca anh, anh nghi vay.”

“Oi, Tom”

“Cb Ay bt dau noi ring ¢d Ay chén khu ngoai thanh phét m Ién rdi, va c0 4y mudn duoc tn huéng chit huong vi cube sbng khi con tré. Nhung anh
nghi, bon anh vira mdi son lai nha, mdi lam dugce mot nira nha kinh, day khong phai 14 lic chuyén nha...” Anh ngude lén, d6i mit day dau kho. “Le ra
anh nén nghe 101, dung khong? C6 18 anh tham chi nén c6 hinh xAm nira.”

“C6 4y mudn anh xim?”

“Pé hop voi cai ctia ¢ dy.”

Lucy Webster vi mot cai hinh xam! Toi gAn nhur rmér} pha Ién cudi. Nhung roi, khi thdy khuon mit dang thurong cua Tom, t6i cam thé}{ su tic gian
dang kén. Buoc roi, Tom va tdi khong thure syr thin thict trong nhitng ndm qua. Nhung anh khong dang bi nhur thé nay. Anh la anh. Va néu Lucy khong
hanh phtic véi di€u d6, vay sao c6 ta lai k&t hon véi anh [am gi?

“Tom, anh khong thé tur trach minh nhur vy duroc,” t6i kién quyét néi, “c6 vé nhu Lucy c6 nhitng vin dé riéng ctia ¢d ta.”

“Em nghi vay sao?”’

“Puong nhién. C6 ta da rét may mén khi c6 dugc anh. Co6 ta that ngdc nghech vi d4 khéng tran trong diéu do.” Toi bdc dong nghiéng minh qua hing rao
va 6m ly anh ta. Khi t6i budng ra, anh nhin t6i voi doi it tron to, nhur it ctin con.

“Em lic ndo ciing hiéu anh, Becky”
“Cha, ching ta da biét nhau mdt thoi gian dai n.”
“Khong c6 ai hiéu anh nhur em ca.”

CanhtayanhvanquangtrenvaltoL va ching c6 vé gi 13 ¢6 y dinh budng ra, vAy nén toi ki lai, Ay c& chi vé phia ngdi nha, noi mdt nguwdi dan ong méic
dd bao ho dang son khung cira sb.

“Anh c6 thiy nhimg gi mi bd me em am khong? Thét khong thé tin dwoc.”

“0, phai. Ho thurc sur d& dong long lam viéc. Anh nghe ndi vé budi trinh dién phao hoa. Han 1 em rat phan khoi”

“Em thyre sy mong doi ddy,” t0i noi mot cch méy moc. DO B diéu ma t6i ni ngay lp tike, mdi khi ai d6 nhéic dén dam cudi véi toi. Nhung gio, khi toi
thay ngdi nha cii thin quen cuia minh dang dugc trang hoang, nhur mdt quy c6 dang trang diém, t6i bat dau cam thay mot cam giac ky la. Mot cai giat
manh, ky la trong tim

Va dot nhién, t6i nhan ra minh dang trong ngdng no.

Toi mong doi duoc nhin thiy khu vurdn chiing ti durge trang hoang bong bay. Nhin thiy me &n méic thit dep va tran day hanh phic. Chuan bj sin sang
trong phong riéng, trude ban trang diém ctia chinh minh. N6i o1 tam biét ra tro voi cude song cil. Khong phai la trong mot phong suite la limnao d6 ¢
mot khach san... ma 1a & ddy. O nha, noi toi dé Ion Ién.

Khi & New York, ti da khong thé tuong tuong dugc dam cudi nay. N6 co ve nho bé va nham chan so véi su 1ong 1Ay ctia Plaza. Nhung gio toi & day,
thi chinh Plaza bét dau tré nén phi thye. Chinh a Plaza dang dan tr6i tut di, giong nhu mot ky nghi ky thi xa x61, thir ma t0i cling da bat dau quén di
T61 da tirng rat vui khi dong vai mdt ¢d dau cong chila & New York, ném nhitng mon an xa hoa, thio ludin vé champagne va nhitng gio hoa tri gia hang
triéu d6 la. Nhung van dé chinh 1a & 6. Toi chi dong mot vai trong d6 thoi.

Sur that 13, t6i thudc vé noi ndy. Ngay tai ddy, trong khu viron nuréc Anh mé 61 da biét sudt cude doi minh.

Vay t6i s& lam gi day?

Liéu t6i ¢6 thue sy s€...?

T6i tham chi khong dam nghii dén no.

Toi tham chi ¢ thyre sy nghi dén viée hity mot dam cudi siéu dit, siéu hoanh trang, siéu to kia ching?

Chi nghf dén chuyén do thoi ciing khién cho bung da toi quéin lai. “Becky?” giong me it dirt dong suy nghi ctia t6i va t0i ngurée 1én nhin voi vé ngac
nhién, thay me dang ding & ctra kinh, cdm mdt chiéc khan trai ban. “Becky! Con cé dién thoai trong nha.”

“O vang Aiddya?”

“MOot ai d6 tén Robin,” me n6i “Chao Tom thin mén!”



“Robin?” ti bdi rdi nghii khi budc vé phia ngdi nha. “Robin ai nhi?”

Toi khong chiic 1 t6i c6 biét Robin ndo khong, Ngoai Robin Anderson, nguoi im viée cho Investment Monthly, nhung ti gan nhu khong quen anh ta,
thata...

“Me nghe khong & ho Fim, me e 13 vAy,” me ndi “Nhung ¢6 Ay c6 vé rit dé thuong, C6 Ay n6i c6 4y goi tir New York...”
Robyn?

Dot nhién t6i khong thé nhiic nhich dwoc. Toi bi ndi so' hii giit chat trén bac thém he.

Robyn goi dién. . .t61 day?

Khéng tl}é ndo. Robyn khong thude vé thé giéi ndy, chi ta thude vé New York. Diéu ndy gidng nhu ngudi ta quay nguoc vé qua khir va dao 16n Chién
tranh The gidi lan thr 11 vay.

“Co éy 14 ban con 42" me hdn nhién hoi. “Me va ¢d éy da c6 cude noi chuyén nho nhd vé I8 cudi...” Mit dat nhur chao dao dudi chan toi.
“Chi ta... da n6i gi?” Toi ¢b noi.

“Khong cd gi cu thé lam!”” Me nhin t6i ngac nhién. “C6 bé hdi me s& miic mau gl... va cd ay cur néi gi do rat la ve nhitng tay choi violon. Con khong
muon c6 cac nghé si violon ¢ I€ cudi ctia con day chir, con yéu?”’

“Puong nhién khong!” giong toi vang Ién the thé. “Con cin nghé si violon lam gi co chu?”

“Becky, con yéu, con &n chir?” me chim cha nhin t6i. “Me bao ¢d éy £oi lai cho con sau nhé?”’

“Khong! Dimg n6i chuyén véi ¢o dy nita! Y con ... khong sao. Con s& nghe dién thoai a.”

T6i voi vang chay vao nha, tim dap thinh thich. Toi s& néi gi day? Liéu c6 nén bao cho chi ta biét I t6i da doi y?

Khi t6i vira nhéc may, t6i thdy me ciing theo t6i di vao trong, Oi chiia oi, im sao t6i ¢6 thé xtr Iy dugc tinh hudng nay day?
“Chao Robyn!” Téi ¢6 iy giong that tyr nhién. “Chi khoe chir?”

Pugc rdi. Toi s& chi can kim cho chi ta ctp méy cang som cang tot.

“Chao Becky! Toi rat vui dd ¢6 co hdi ndi chuyén voi me c6!” Robyn n6i. “Ba c6 vé 1 mdt quy ba dang yéu. Toi that mudn gip me cd qua!”
“T6i ciing viy. Toi néi bang giong ndng nhiét nhét ¢6 thé. T6i rat mong hai nguoi.. gip nhau.”

“DU t6i rat ngac nhién I ba khong biét gi vé dan nhac day. Chac, ¢6 phai cap nhét thong tin cho me minh chir, Becky!”
“T6i biét....” Toi ni sau mdt hdi im king. “Toi ciing kha ban...”

“Toi c6 thé hiéu duge didu do,” Robyn noi ddy cam thong, “Hay 1 t0i giri cho ba mdt tap thong tin nhé? Chuyén phét nhanh ciing d& ma. Nhu vdy ba c6
thé c6 duge mdt cai nhin tong the vé moi viéc! C6 ¢6 thé cho toi dia chi...

“Khong!” Toi kéu én trurde khi kip ngan minh lai. Y 6i l... dimg lo. Toi s& lo moi chuyén. That ddy. Dimg... giri bt ctr thir gi. Tuyét dbi khong nhé. ”
“Tham chi ca méy t& thure don ciing khong sao? Toi chic 1 me ¢6 s& rit mubn xem ddy!

“Khong! Khong gi cal”

Tay t6i ndm chiit Gng nghe con mit t6i tiia dAy md hoi. Toi thdm chi con khong dam nhin me.

“Cha, thoi dugc!” RSt cude Robyn noi. “C6 1 chii ma! Nao, ti da noi chuyén voi Sheldon Lioyd vé viée sép xép ban...”

Trong khi chj ta cir lim nham thi t6i liéc mat nhin me, e ny céch t0i chura day mot mét. Me ¢6 nghe thy 1 cudc trd chuyén trén dién thoai khong?
Hay me chi nghe duoc tir Plaza? Hay me chi 1om bom nghe dugc may tir “dam cudi”’ va “phong khi€u vir™?

“Piing 161, t61 dap ma chéng hiéu chut nao vé nhirng gi Robyn dang n6i, “Nghe duoc d?éy.” Toi van ddy may quanh ngon tay. “Nhung. .. nhung nghe
nay, Robyn. Chuyén 1a the nay, t6i da vé nha dé hoan toan khong phai nghi nhiu dén may chuyén dé nita. Vay chi ¢ thé khong goi téi day cho t6i nita
dugc khong?”

“C6 khong mubn cip nhét thong tin sao?”” Robyn kinh ngac hoi.



“Khong. Vay ciing khong sao ma. Chi ci... Am viée ctia chi, va t6i s& bat kip moi viée khi t6i quay lai vao tuan téi.”

“Khong van dé gi. Toi hiéu, ¢b can c6 thoi gian nghi ngoi! Becky, t6i hira, trir trurong hop khén cap, t6i s& dé ¢6 yén. Gior thi hiy ¢ mdt ky nghi tuyét voi
nhé!”

“Camon chi. S€ nhu vay. Tambiét Robyn.”

Toi dat dién thoai xudng, run lén vi nhe nhdm. Ta on Chia, chi ta di roi.

Nhung vén chura théy an toan. Robyn gitr da 6 s dién thoai & day. Chita c6 thé goi toi bét cir lic ndo... Y 0i I, diéu gi c6 thé dwoc coi | khén cip
trong viéc 1én ké hoach ddm cucéi? Co theé 1a bat ctr chuyén gi. Cc’g thé 1a mf)t canh hoa hong dat sai cho. Va chi ta s& chi can noi sai mdt tir voi me 1a ca
hai s€ nhan ra chuyén gi dang dién ra. Me s& Idp tirc nhin ra t61 vé nha dé lam gji; t6i dinh noi gi.

Ba s& dau long im. Toi khong thé dé didu d6 xay ra.

Puoc rdi, t6i ¢6 hai lua chon. S6 1: thic bd me chuyénnhél ngay lap tac. S62...

“Me nghe nay,” toi quay sang ndi. “Nguoi phu nit tén Robyn dd, chita...”

“Chita... biloan tri.”

“Loan tri?”” Mg nhin t61. “con ndi vay nghia 1a sao, con yéu?”’

“Chita... chita yéu Luke!”

“Oi Chia oil”

“Véng, va chita c6 c4i a0 tudng ky cuc 1 sdp két hon v6i anh dy.”

“Két hon véi Luke?” me hé hée mdm kinh ngac.

“Vang! O khach san Plaza! Hinh nhur chi ta con ¢d... trm.. diit chd ¢ d6. Bang tén con!”

Nhirng ngén tay t6i dan xoén vao nhau thanh nhitng git phirc tap. T6i dién mit roi! Me s& khong bao gior tin didu d6. Khong bao gio. Khong phai
trong hang triéu...

“Con biét ddy, diéu d6 khong Am me ngac nhién Em!” Me néi. “Me c6 thé doan ngay ra duoc 1 ¢ dy co chit gi d6 hoi ky la. Toan miy chuyén vé van
ve violon! Va c6 ay ¢6 vé bi am anh boi mau vay ma me s€ mic...”

‘O, ¢d éy hoa}ntofmbi amanh roi. Vay rén... néucod ta co 2oi lai, me cur bia ly do gi do6 i cup may nhé. Va du ¢d ta c6 noi gi, thim chi du nghe ¢6 hop
ly, dang tin dén dau... cling dung tin nhé. Me hira nhé?”

“Puge 10i con yéu,” me gat dau noi. “Con noi thé nao me s&€ lam thé do.”

Khi me di vio bép, t6i nghe thiy me ndi “C6 gai ti nghiép. Con nén iy lam tiéc cho ho, that ddy. Graham, dng c6 nghe thiy khong? Cai cb gai goi cho
Becky tir My ay, c0 ta yéu Luke day!”

Toi khong thé duong dau voi viée ndy nita.
Toi can gip Suze.
Ban dang doc truyén 7in D6 Shopping Lay Chong duoc tai mién phi tai ww.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 13

TOIPONG Y giip Suze ¢ quang truong Sloane udng tra. C6 mdt d4m dong khéch du lich dang loanh quanh tu tap ¢ d6 khi t6i dén noi, nén mét mot lic
t6i chang thay c6 déu ca. Roi khi dam dong gidi tén - ¢6 dy ddy roi, ngdi d6 canh voi phun nuée, mii toc vang chay dai cta c6 6ng lén dudi dnh ning
it troi, voi mot céi bung 16n nhat ma t61 tirng thay.

Khi thiy 6, t6i von dinh voi vang dén chd c6, than th;, “Oi Chiia oi, Suze, ding 1 4c mong!” va ké cho ¢6 nghe hét moi chuyén.
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Nhung i t6i dimg lai. C6 ngdi do, trong nhur mot thién than. Mot thién thin dang mang bau.

Hoic 1 Birc me Dong trinh, ¢6 & vAy. Thanh binh, d4ng yéu va hoan héo.

Va dot nhién t6i cam thiy minh that vé& van khi so sanh vai c6. Toi da dinh boc bach moi chuyén Vo1 Suze, nhur t01 van thuong lam, va chd doi mot giai
phép tir c6. Nhung gios ddy... Toi khong thé. Trong co that diém finh va hanh phiic. Viée d6 s& gibng nhur thi rac doc hai ra mdt bai bién sach dep ndo
do vay.

“Bex! Chao!” C6 dimg lén khi nhin thy toi, t6i cam thiy cuc soc vé... kich ¢d ngudi ¢o.

“Suze!” Toi bude voi toi va 6m co that chat. “Trong cau tuyét that déy!”

“Té thiy rat tuyét!” Suze néi. “Céu khoe chir? Pam cudi thé nao?”

“O.... t6 khoe!” t6i ndi sau mdt lic im king. “Moi thir déu tdt ca. Nao, di ubng chit tra dil”

Toi s& khong n6i cho c6 Ay biét. Pring thé. Toi s& t gidi quyét nhitng van dé ctia minh, it nhét 1 mot lan trong doi.

Chng t6i t6i Oriel va ngdi & ban canh cira s6. Khi goi mon, t6i goi chocolate nong con Suze iy ra mdt goi tra va dua cho bdi ban.

“Tra 1A mAmx0i,” c6 giai thich. “N¢6 giip tang luc cho da con. Cho nhitng con co da lic sinh.”

“Ua.” ti git dau. “Co da liic sinh. Purong nhién rdil”

Toi thiy hoi ron & dau xurong sdng bén mim cudi dé khoa Hp.

Qué the t6i khong that chéc chén Fim vé miy chuyén lién quan dén sinh dé. Y t6i 1, ctr nhin d6 I6n ctia bung Suze. Nhin kich ¢& ctia mt dira tré da
phat trién day du. Va bao 61 xem cai d6 lam sao ma wira lot dugc...

Y 6i 13, t0i biét Iy thuyét. Chi 1a... thure Iong ma n6i, t6i khong thé hiéu né hoat dong thé nao.
“Khi ndo thi cau sinh?”” T6i cham chi nhin bung Suze héi.

“Bdn tuan nita!”

“Vay... n6 s& con to hon nita?”

“Diing vay!” Suze au yém vd bung, “Mot chit nita, t6 nghi vay.” “T6t” t6i n6i nhd khi mot bdi ban diit ly chocolate néng trurde mit toi. “Tuyét. Thé
Tarquin thé nao 16i?”

“Anh értyrkh(")e!” Suze néi. “Hién gioy anh dy dang & trén Craie. C4u biét hon dao Scotland ciia anh Ay chir? Ho dang d& dé cho ciru, vAy nén anh 4y nghi
1a nén dén giip mdt tay. Trude khi em bé ra doi.”

“O, tbt. Thé cau khong di clng anh Ay sa0? ”

“Cha, nhur vy s& hoi nguy hiém.”” Suze trim ngam khoéing tich tra mam xoi. “Va van dé 13, t6 khong that thich ctru nhur anh 4y. Y 6 14, ching rat thi vi,”
0 n6i thém “Nhung cdu thay day, sau khi da thay hang nghin con...”

“Nhung anh 4y s& quay lai kip thoi chi?”

“U. Anh 4y rat hao himng! Anh dy da di hoc du céc thé loai 16p hoc, tit tin tat luon.”

Chuia oi, t6i khong thé tin chi trong khoang thoi gian ¢6 vai tun nita 3 Suze s& c6 em bé. Tham chi t6i s& khong & ddy vao lic do.
“Té s duge khong?” Toi ron rén dit tay 1én bung Suze. “T6 chiing cam thiy gi ca”

“Khong sao dau,” Suze ndi. “To nghi 1a n6 dang ngi.”

“Cau biét 14 con trai hay con gai chua?”

“T¢ chua biét,” Suze st sing ngé ngwoi vé phia trude. “Nhung t6 nghi | mdt bé gdi, vi t6 ¢t bi hap dan béi nhing bo vay nho dé thuong trong cac cira
hang. Giong nhu sy khao khat? Va trong sach c6 viét Ia co theé s€ mach bao ban nhitng gi n6 can. Vay nén cau biét day, cé thé do la dau hi¢u.”

“Thé cau dinh dat tén cho embé 1 gi?”

“Bon t¢ chua quyét dinh. Viéc d6 sao ma khé khin qua di! Cau biét ddy, mua miy cudn sach ndy kia va tat ca nhiing cai tén déu rit vé van...” C6 nhdp
mot ngum tra. “Néu Ia cdu thi cau s€ dat tén 1a gi?”



“Oi, t6 ciing ching biét nita! C6 thé 1 Lauren, theo tén Ralph Lauren.” Téi nghi mot lt. “Hoac 1 Dolce.”
“Dolce Cleath-Stuart,” Suze mo mang. “Té rit thich c4i tén d6! Ching ta c6 thé goi ngén gon 1 Dolly.”
“Hoic | Vera. Liy theo tén Vera Wang ”

“Vera?” Suze sitng nhin toi. “T& s& khong goi con minh B Vera dau!” “Chiing ta khong ni v& con ctia cau!” Téi cii. “Chiing ta dang n6i vé con ciia t.
Vera Lauren Comme des Brandon. Té nghi céi tén do rat kéu day.”

“Vera Brandon nghe cir nhur nhén vat bj loai khoi Coronation Street 4y! Nhung t6 thich cai tén Dolce. Thé néuno 1 con trai? ”

“Harvey. Hodc 1a Barney,” t61 n6i sau khi suy nghi mdt chit. “Tiry vao viéc n6 dugc sinh ra & London hay New York.”

Toi ubng mdt ngum chocolate néng - rdi ngude 1én va thiy Suze dang nhin t6i chiim chim v6i vé it rat nghiém trong,

“Céu s& khong thue sy sinh con & My ddy chir, Bex?”

“T6... t6 khong biét. Aibiét dugc co chir? Chic miy nam nita bon t& ciing chua ¢6 con daw.”

“Cau biét khong, tAt ca moi nguoi déu rt nhé cau.”

“Oi, khong phai ca cau nita chir, Suze.” Toi pha Ién cudi. “Hom nay me da thuyét phuc 6 chuyén vé Oxshott.”

“Ping vay ma! Hom trude Tarkie cling ndi vay, khong cé cau, London duong nhur khong con nhur trurde nita.”

“Thét sa0?”” T6i chiim chit nhin ¢6, budn cudi 13 16 lai thdy cam dong,

“Va me cau ctr hoi t6 1 16 ¢6 nghi cdu s8 & New York méi mii khong... Cau s& khong & do ni phéi khong?”

“Té thuc 1ong khong biét niva,” t6i bt e néi. “Bidu d6 tiy thude vao Luke... va cong viée ctia anh dy...”

“Anh 4y dau phéi ong chi!” Suze néi. “Cau ciing c6 tiéng nbi riéng co' m. Cau mubn & bén d6 i sao?”

“T¢ khong biét.” Toi nhan mit, c0 ging phan tran. “Doi khi 6 nghi t& mubn nhur vay. Khi & New York, t¢ cam thiy noi d6 nhur thé 1 noi quan trong
nhat the gioi. Cong viée tuyét voi, con nguoi cling tuyet voi, va tat ca moi thir deu rat tot. Nhung khi t6 vé nha, dot nhién 6 nghi, khoan da, day la nha
minh ma. Minh thubc vé noi ndy.” Téi lay ti duong va bat dau x¢ nd. “To chi khong biét duoc la t¢ da san sang tré ve hay chra thor” “O4, hay tro ve
Anh va sinh mjt embé di!”” Suze du do. “Roéi ching ta ¢é thé cting nhau lamme!”

“N6i tht v6i cau,” t6i dao mét va rﬂﬁp mdt ngum chocolate nita. “Cé vé t6 chura sin sang dé ¢6 con vao lic ndy!” Va rdi dung ddy di thing vao phong
v€ sinh nit trude khi co ay kip ndi dicu gi.

Xeét \(é mot khia canh khéc thi... co éy ¢6 Iy Sao t6i lai khong nén c6 con? Nhing ngudi khac déu nhur vay - vAy sao toi lai khong? Y t6i 1 néu t6i co
the bang cach nao d6 bo qua thure té ve viee ¢6 bau mit chit. Co the t6i nén trai qua mot ca phau thudt ndo d6 ma chi cn ngl va ching cam thay gi ca.
Ro1 khi tinh lai, t6i dd c6 em bé!

Dot nhién toi tudng twong ra canh tuong rét d& chiu khi t6i va Suze dang ciing nhau diy xe ndi rao budc trén mdt con dwong, Thue té thi nhuw vay hin
vui im Y 61 13, thoi nay thi ban c6 thé nua sam rat nhiéu do tré em tuyét dep ma, dung khong? Vi du nhu nhitng chiéc mii nho xinh, va nhitng chiéc 40
jeans nho xfu... Va... ding r6i... Chang phai Gucci c6 loai diu tré con rat hay sao?

Ching t6i ¢6 thé udng cappuccino cing nhau, ctng nhau di dao ’khép céc cira hang, va... ¥ toi B, d6 von ching phai la nhitng thir ma céc ba me déu lim
sao? Chua oi, gio nghi vé chuyén do, t6i diing 1 cuc hop véi may viée d6 ludn!

Nhit dinh t6i phéi ndi chuyén v6i Luke vé viéc ndy méi duoc.

skskesk

Toi tan khi chiing t6i 161 khdi Oriel, Suze mdi ndi “Bex, cdu van chua néi gi cho t& nghe vé& dam cudi cal”
Bung t0i con én, va t6i quay dau gia vo méc 4o khodc.

Toi da cd ging sao cho quén duoc chuyén dam cudi.

“U.” cudi cling t6i Ién tiéng, “O, tit ca... tm... én!”

Toi khong dinh am Suze phién long vi nhitng vén d& ctia minh. Toi khong dinh nhur thé.

“Luke c6 phan di gi viée im dam cudi & Anh khong?”” Suze ban khoan nhin toi. <Y t6 12 viée d6 ¢6 khién cac cau bat ddng quan diém hay gi 46



khong?”
“Khong,” t6i dimg lai mdt chitt trurde khi ndi tiép. “Td ¢ thé thanh that na n6i 1 khong hé.”

Toi gir canh ctra cho ¢0 1di ching t6i bude ra Quang trurdng Sloane. Mot toan hoc sinh mic quin nhung ké chén gbi dang tu tap chat clmg mit dudng
khién ching t61 phai dung tranh sang bén, chd ching di qua.

“Cau thiy dy, cau da quyét dinh diing.” Suze khoac tay toi. “Té da rt o 1 cau s& chon New York. Piéu gi da khién cau cubi ciing ¢6 quyét dinh nhur
Vé.y?”

“O.... thi ciing viée ndy viéc no thoi. Cau biét ddy. Vay nén, & thi... cau da bao gior doc nhitng ban ké hoach tur nhin héa hé théng nurée chura?”
Nhung Suze ¢t 1 t6i di. Thiét tinh, ching phai ¢6 thich thi v6i miy van dé thue tai ndy sao?
“Vay Elinor da n6i gi khi cau goi dién hity dam cudi & Plaza?”

“Ba Ay n6i... irm.. cha, ba 4y khong vui im, dwong nhién i viy. Ba dy ndi rat buc minh, va... ...
“Rét byc?” Suze nhuéng mit. “Chi vay thdi sao? T6 ctr nghii ba ta phai gian dién kén 4y chir!”

“Ba 4y rat dién tiét!” t6i voi dinh chinh. “Ba 4y cuc ky gian dir, ba y... gian nd ca mach mau!”

“Nb ca mach miu?”’ Suze nhin t6i chiim chim

“O dau?”

“O... cam”

Im king, Suze dimg nhur trdi trong giita duong, vé niit cd tir tir thay doi. “Bex...”

“Minh di xem quin 4o tré con di!” Téi voi n6i. “Cé mdt cira hang rét d& thurong doc theo phd King’s Road...”
“Bex, chuyén gi vay?”

“Khong co gi ca dan.”

“Co! Té ¢6 thé doan duge. Cau dang che gidu diéu gi do.”

“Khong, t& khong co!”

“Cau da hily dam cu6i & My 16i chir?”

“Bex?” Giong ¢6 Ay ctmg ran chura timg thiy. “Hay cho t& biét sur that di.”

Oi Chiia oi. Toi khong thé ni dbi durge nira.

“T6... & s& lam,” t6i i nhi.

"Cau s€ lam?" Gigng Suze vang lén bang hoang, "Cau s¢ lam?"

“L& ra t& phai biét! L& ra t& da phai doan ra chir! Nhung t6 chi nghi 1 cau da hily nd, vi me cau van tiép tuc t6 chirc dam cudi & Oxshott, va ching ai
nhac dén New York, va t& nghi, 6i rot cudc Bex han da phai quyét dinh t6 chirc dam cudi ¢ nha...”

“Suze, lam on. Pimg lo Fing vé chuyén d6,” t6i voi ndi. “Hay binh finh. . . thd thit sau...”

“Sao & co thé khong lo ing v& viéc d6?” Suze kéu Ién. “Sao t6 ¢6 thé khong lo? Bex, cau da hira i ciu s& gidi quyét moi chuyén hang tuln trude! Cau
da hira!”

“Té biét! Va t6 s& lam Chi ... Viée d6 qua kho. Pua ra quyét dinh Iwa chon giita ching. Ca hai déu qua hoan héo, theo nhimg kiéu hoan toan khac
nhau...”

“Bex, mdt dam cudi dau phai | mot chiée ti xach!” Suze n6i vé khong tin ndi. “Cau khong thé quyét dinh 1 cau s& cho minh c¢6 ca hai dugc!”
“Té biét! T& biét! Nhin ndy, t6 ciing dang dinh gidi quyét viéc nay ma...”

“Sao trudc d6 cau khong ndi cho to biét?”



“Vi cau qué d4ng yéu, thanh than va hanh phiic!” ti rén ri. “Va t& ching mubn phé hoai diéu d6 bing méy vin d& ngu ngdc ctia minh.”

“Oi Bex.” Suze yén king nhin t6i - rdi quang mt tay 6m By toi. “Vay... cau dinh s& lam g?”

T6i hit mot hoi that sau.

“T¢ s& bao Elinor 14 hity dam cudi & New York va t6 s€ lam dam cu6i & day, & Anh.”

“Thét chir? C4u hoan toan chic chin vé viée nay chir?”

“C, 6 chéic chn ma. Sau khi gip b6 m... me da that dju dang... va me khong hé biét I t6 dang c6 ké hoach sau kung ba...”” Toi nudt nude bot mot
cachkho khan. “Y t6 1a, dam cudi 14 tat ca vime. Oi Chia o1, Suze, t¢ thay minh that ngu ngde. Té khong bict t& dang nghi gi nita. Té khong muon lam
dam cudi ¢ Plaza. Té khong muon lam dam cudi ¢ bat cir noi ndo ngoai nha minh.”

“Cau s& khong dbi y Jan nita chir?”

“Khong. Khong phai i an nay. That long ddy, Suze.”

“Thé con Luke?”

“Anh 4y khong dé y dau. Anh dy n6i tit ca déu tiy t6.”

Suze im ling trong chdc Iit. Roi ¢6 Iuc tii Ay dién thoai ra va 4n vao tay toi.

“Puge rdi. Néu cau dinh lam véy thi hily im ngay by gior di. BAm s6 di."

“Té khong thé. Elinor dang & mdt bénh vién Thuy Si. Té dinh s& viét mot 14 thu cho ba 4y...”

“Khong” Suze cuong quyét Bic dau. “Hay Bm viée d6 ngay bay gio di. Chéc hin phai ¢6 ai d6 ma cau c6 thé goi duoc. Hay goi cho ngudi tb chire 1B
cudi, Robyn, va bao chita I hity. Bex, cau khong thé dé miic ké n6 nita dau.”

“Puoc réi,” 61 ni, 1 di ndi s dang dang Ién trong t6i. “Puoc réi, 16 s€ lam vi€e d6. T6 s&... goi cho chita sau.”

Toi nhdc dién thoai Ién - 10 lai ha xubng, Pua ra quyét dinh trong dau ki mdt chuyén. Thuc sy goi dién lai B mdt chuyén khac. Toi thue sur s& hiy dam
cudi hoanh trang & New York sao?

Robyn s& ndi gi? Moi nguoi s& ndi gi day? Chua oi, t6i chi can mdt it thoi gian, dé nghi chinh xac nhiing g} t6i s& n6i véi ho...
“Nao!” Suze thiic giuc. “Hay lamdi!”

“Duge 16i.”

Tay run run, t0i nhdc dién thoai Ién va bam mé s6 001 ciia My - nhung nn hinh ching hién gi ca.

“Oi... trdi!” Toi kéu Ién, ¢b t6 ra thit vong, “Khong bit dugc song! Ai cha, c6 18 lat nira to s& goi vay...”

“Khong, khong duoc! Ching ta s& di tiép cho t6i khi co song, Nao di thoi!” Suze bt dau rao bude tdi Kings Road va t6i o Fing lon ton chay di theo sau
co.

“Thir lai xem ndo,” ¢d n6i khi chiing t6i dén chd vach tring qua duong dau tién.

“Chang ¢6 gi ca,” giong t6i run run. Chia oi, Suze trong that phi thuong, nhu mbt mii thuyén viy. Méi toc vang ctia ¢b chay dai sau kg, va khuon mit
cd diy vé qua quyét. Ma sao ¢d 4y Fim ning hrong thé khong biét? Toi cir twéng phy nit mang thai s& nhe nhang hon ch.

“Thir lai nira dil” cir sau gan ba tram mét thi ¢6 lai nhic lai. “Thir lai di! Té khong dinh dimg lai cho t6i khi cau goi dién durgc dau!”
"Khong c6 gi ca!"
“Céu chic chu?”

“Chéc ma!” T6i dién cudng bam cac phim, ¢ ging bat iy song. “Nhin nay!”
“Cha, vy hay tiép tuc thir thoi! Tiép tuc nao!”

o

“Pang c6! Pang cb ma!

“Oi Chtia 0i!” Suze dot nhién hét én khién t6i nhay dung Ién hoang so.



“Té dang cb ma! Tht ddy, Suze. TG dang cd hét ste ma...”

“Khong! Nhin nay!”

Toi dirng lai, ngd quanh. C6 dimg siing trén via hé sau t6i khoang chyc mét va c6 mot viing nurde dudi chén co Ay.
“Suze... g lo," t6i ngrong nghiu ndi. “Té s& khong n6i cho ai biét dau.”

“Khong! Cau khong hiéu! Khong phai...”” Co nhin t6i dir doi. “T6 nghi a t& v i rdil”

“Cau sao co?” Dot nhién t6i thiy so hai. “Oi Chia oi! C6 nghia 1. .. Cau sap..."

Khong thé c6 chuyén nay dugc.

“T6 khong biét.” Toi c6 thé théiy su hoépg loan hién 13 trén khudn miit Suze. “Y t& 1, c6 thé thé... Nhung sémhon 4 tuAn! Nhu vay thi qua som! Tarkie
khong & day, chwra c6 gi san sang ca... Oi Chia oi...”

Toi chua bao gio thiy Suze ¢6 vé so hii nhur thé ndy. Mot ndi so dén ngat thé lan khip t6i, va t6i cd chdng lai c4i ci cam giac mubn oa khoc. Toi da
lam gi thé nay? Cung bao thir khac, gi¢ t6i con khién ngurdi ban than thiét nhat ctia minh sinh non.

“Suze, t6 rt xin 101, toi hit thd manh.

“D6 khong phai 1 16i ctia cau! Pimg c6 ngbe nhur vay!”

“D6 14 16 cvia t6! Cau da rit hanh phiic va thanh than, va rdi cau gip t6. L& ra t¢ khong nén dén gin nhitng ngudi mang thai...”

“Té phai téi bénh vién.” Khudn mit Suze xanh 1ét. “Ho bao vao ngay bénh vién néu chuyén nay xay ra.”

“Of, di thoi! Bindo!”

“Nhung t6 khong mang tiii hay bt cr thir g di ciing. T& cAn phéi mang theo rt nhidu do...” C6 lo Fing cin mbi. “Hay t6 vé nha truge?”
“Cau khong con thdi gian cho méy viée d6 dau!” Toi hoang loan néi. "Cau can gi?"

“Quéan 40 tré em.. khin vé sinh. .. miy thir dai loai thé...”

“Cha, ciu dé...” t6i bit luc nhin quanh, 101 d6t nhién théy nhe nhom khi trong théy bang hi€u ctia Peter Jones.

“Puoc 1o, t6i n6i va tim Ky mot canh tay co dy. “Di thoi.”

Ngay khi t6i bude vao cira hang Peter Jones, t0i ngé quanh tim nhan vién ban hang, Va on Chiia, c6 mdt ngudi day rdi, mot phu nit trung nién duyén
dang son moi d6 va miit kinh gong vang voi mot day xich.

"Ban chéu cin xe cép clrua," t6i hén hén.

“Thye ra thi taxi ciing dugc.” Suze n6i. “Chi I v i théi. Vay nén toi thue sur cin dén bénh vién.”
“Chuia oil” ngudi phy nir kéu kén. “Lai day ngdi xudng ndo, cd s& goi taxi cho cac chau...”

Chiing t6i d& Suze ngdi xubng ghé gan ban thanh toan, mdt nhan vién ban hang mang cho ¢6 cd¢ murde.
“Puoc 101, t6i n6i. “Cau can nhing gi nhi?”

“Té khong thé nhé chinh x4c duge.” Suze ¢6 vé lo Fing, “Bon t6 duoc cho mdt cai danh sach... C6 thé trong gian hang tré so sinh nguoi ta s& biét.”
“T6 dé cau ¢ day lidu c6 duoc khong?”

“Té s& khong sao dau. Con dau dé van chua bat dau nma.”

“Cau chic chir?” Toi ban khoan nhin bung co.

‘Ctr didi Bex!”

skksk

Thyc tinh. Sao ho lai diit gian hang d tré em & qua xa 16i vao ctra hang nhu vay? Y t6i | miy céi ting ngu'xwfm toan quéin 4o thdi trang, d(’ir trang diém
va tii xach nay c¢6 gi hay chir, nhirng thir ma chang ai quan tdm ca? Sau mdt hoi chay hét toc Iuc 1én Ién xudng xudng sdu cai thang may, cudi cuing toi



ciing tim thiy 16, rdi bong dimg siing lai, thd hon hén.

T6i ngd quanh mdt e rdi simg s& boi nhing cai tén ciia tht ca cac thir ma toi chura nghe n6i dén bao gio.

Chan doén?

Ntm vt cao su chdng dau bung?

Oi, quy tha ma bat. Toi chi can mua moi thir a dugc. Toi nhanh chong tién dén gian bay gin nhit va bt dau a0 do chdp Ky moi thir. Quén o ngu, bit
tat nho, mot chiéc mil.. mot chi gau Teddy... mot chiéc chan ding trong cli tré... ginira nhi? Mot chiéc gio Moses... khin vé sinh kho... mbt con r6i tay
nho phong khi embé thay chan... mdt chiéc 4o khodc nhd cuc dé thuong ctia Christian Dior... hay thét, t6i thac mac khong biét ho co loai ndy c& ngudi
16n khong. ..

Toi ddy cai dam do 1én ban thanh toan va rit thé Visa ctia minh ra.

“Nhitng thir nay 1 cho ban t6i,” t6i giai thich m khong kip tho. “C Ay vira moi dau dé. C6 phai day 1 nhiing thir 6 4y can khong?”

“Toi e la t61 khong 1o 1m, thua c6,” nhan vién ban hang vira ndi, vira kiém tra mot chiée nhiét ké do nude tim cho tré.

“T6i c6 danh sach & ddy nay,” mot nguoi phu nit miic dd danh cho san phy va dai deo Birken dimg bén noi. “Day 1a nhitng thir T6 chirc Cham soc Tré
so sinh Quoc gia khuyén ding.”

"Oj, camon!"

C6 4y dura ti mot mau gy va t0i doc wét danh séch dugc danh méy voi ndi kinh hodng lon dén. Toi da nghi a minh am rét t6t - nhung t0i da khong
ly di mot nira nhimng thir ho nhac dén ¢ day. Va néu tdi bo sot thir no, thir d6 c6 thé 1 cyc ky quan trong, va toan bo trai nghiém sinh dé cta Suze s&
bi hily hoai va t6i s&€ khong bao it c6 thé tha thir cho ban than.

Ao phong rong... Nén thom. ... binh xit rée cho cay. ..

Danh sach ndy c6 ding khong thé?

“Binh xit nudc cho cay?” Toi hoang mang noi.

“Pé xit vao mit san phu,” ngudi phu nit miic d6 san phu giai thich. “Phong bénh bénh vién rat néng.”

“Co s& can dén khu d6 gia dung dé mua cai ny,” nhan vién ban hang xen vao.

“O phai. Camon.”

Péu thu bang. ... bing nhac ém diu... bong thdi phong...

“Bong thodi? Ching phai em bé con quéa bé dé ¢6 thé choi voi bong sao?"

“C4i d6 1a dé cho san phu dira vao,” ngudi phu nit ot bung ndi. “Dé lm giam bét con dau. C6 dy ciing c6 thé ding mot i dau dé thay thé.”

Nhitng con dau? Oi Chiia oi. Cai y nghii ring Suze bi dau khién t6i cam thiy bung da cir Ion ting phéo ca Ién.

“Toi s& Ay mot qua bong va mot ti du,” t6i voi vang ndi. “Va c6 thé 1a vai vién khang sinh nita. Tht manh nhé.”

sksksk

Cudi clng t6i ciing loang choang quay lai dugc tAng trét, ‘it do bing bung va tho hon hén. Téi hy vong minh d& mua ding tAt ca moi thir. Toi khong tim
duoc mdt qua bong phdng trong cé cai cira hang ngu ngde ny vay nén 1ot cude da tom Ay modt céi ca nd phao thay thé, va nhds nguoi bom én. Va gio
t91 dang kep n6 ¢ néch, voi mt cai (i dau Teletubbies va mot chiéc £i6 Moses duoc tong dudi mit cai khac, va khoang sau ti day nhéc db dac ing
lang & ¢6 tay minh nira.

Toi liéc nhin ddng hd - v t6i kinh hoang nhan ra minh da nét 25 phit. Toi da mo hd hy vong s& thiy Suze ngdi trén ghé bé mdt em bé trong tay.

Nhung ¢ van ngdi do trén ghé, hoi cau mit.

“Bex, cau day roi! T6 nghi i t& bat dau chuyén da roi”

“Xin 16, t6 Au la qua,” t6 thd hdn hén. “Té chi mubn mua moi thir ma cau c6 thé can”. Mot hop tro choi sap chit roi ra khoi mot chiée tii, t6i cli xudng
nhét €n. “Cai nay ding lic cau dang bi gdy t€,” t6i giai thich.

“Taxi t6i rdi,” ngudi phu nir deo kinh gong vang cit ngang, “Céc c¢b can i giip xach dd khong?”



Khi ching t6i di ra chiéc taxi dang nd may, Suze nhin chim cham vao damdo ctia t6i v6i vé cuc ky hoang mang,
“Bex... Caumua ca nd phao am gi thé?”

“Dé cau ndm Ién, hay dai loai nhur thé.”

“Thé con binh tu6i nurée?”

“Vi t& khong thé tim thay binh xit nurée.” T6i hén hén quing hét céc tii vao xe.

“Nhung sao t6 lai phéi can binh xit mroc?”

“Nghe nay, do khong phai la y twong cua td, duge chua?”’ t6i ndi vé tu vé. “Nao, di théi!”

Bépg cach nao d6 ma ching t6i da nhdi nhét duge hét moi thir vio xe. Mot cai mai chéo ca nd roi ra ngoai ic ching t6i dong cira, nhung t6i ciing chéing
buon nhit lai. Y t6i I3, di sao Suze cling ¢6 sinh em bé dudi murde dau.

“Quén ly kinh doanh ciia Tarkie dang c6 lién lac voi anh dy,” Suze néi khi ching t6i phéng doc duong Kings Road. “Nhung di ¢6 1én méy bay ngay thi
cting khong kip r61.”
“C6 thé 1a kip chir!” t6i khich 16 n6i. “Ai ma biét duoc!”

“Anh 4y s& bi 15.” Toi hoang s khi nghe thiy giong co bat dAu run ray. “Anh 4y s& bj 15 mét lin sinh con dau long. Sau khi da cho doi sudt ngin ay thoi
gian. Con tham gia céc 16p hoc va d moi thir. Anh Ay rét gioi th sau. C6 gido tham chi con yéu cau anh Ay kim mu cho moi ngudi xem nita co, anh dy
rat gioL.”

“Oi Suze,” t6i cam thiy mudn khoc. “C6 thé cau s& phai mit hang gios ién, va anh 4y s& vé kip.”
"Cau s& & bén t& chir?" C6 dy dot nhién ngdi quay lai. "Céu s& khong bo t6 lai do cha?”

“Duong nhién 1a khong rdil” toi hot hoang n6i. “T6 s& & bén cau tir dAu t6i cudi luén, Suze." Toi ndm Ky hai tay ¢6 that chat. "Ching ta s& cling nhau im
duoc ma.”

“Cau co biét gi vé viéc sinh con khong?”
“0... ¢6,” t6i n6i dbi. “Nhiéu Em!”
“Nhu 2”

“Vi du nhur.... trm. ... cAu can khiin néng... va...” Dot nhién toi théy mdt hop sita tré em 101 ra khoi mot chiée tli. ... va nhidu tré so sinh cAn mdt mii
vitamin K sau khi ra doi.”

Suze nhin t6i, ¢6 vé bi an tuong Bm “Oa! Sao cu biét nhitng diéu d6?”

"Té biét ma," 161 n6i va iy chan ddy chiéc hop khoi tam niit. "Cau thiy chura? Moi viée s& 6n thoi”
sk

Puoc 16, t6i ¢6 thé laim duoc didu ndy. Téi chi can phai binh finh va khong hoang loan.

Y ti 1, hang trigu ngudi sinh con mdi ngdy, ding khong? N6 hén a mjt trong nhig thtr nghe rét déng so nhung khi xéy dén thi lai khé d& ddi pho.
Giong nhu thi lay bang lai xe thoi.

“Oi Chiia 0i.” Mt Suze dot nhién nhan nho. “Lai nita roi.”
“Puge rdi! Chéy chit!” Trong con hoang so ti qudr quang trong mdt chiéc i nhira. “Day 1di, ctia cau day!”
Suze simg sdt tron tron it khi t6i gio' ra mdt hop boc gidy bong sang trong, “Bex - sao cu lai dira t& mrde hoa?”

“Ho béo ly tinh dau hoa nhai dé giam dau,” toi hon hén néi. “Nhung t6 chéng tim thiy ti dau hoa nhai ndo ca, nén t6 Ay Romance ctia Ralph Lauren
thay tam. N6 ¢6 ngu y 1a hoa nhai ma.”

Toi %6 vo boc va phun vao ¢d Ay day hy vong, “C6 d& khong?”’
“Khong han,” Suze ndi. “Nhung ni kha thom.”

“T6t diing khong?”” Toi n6i véi vé diy hai long. “Va vi o da tiéu mét hon 30 bang, t& duoc ting midn phi mdt chiée ti xinh xén va ging tay gitip im troc
da chétva...”



“Bénh vién Thanh Christopher,” tai xé dot nhién ndi va dimg xe trude mot toa nha gach do 1on. Ca hai ching t6i cimg do ngudi vi so hiii va quay sang
nhin nhau.

“Quc_rc r6i,” 01 NOL “Binh’ﬁnh, Suze. Bung S0. Cu cho & day.” Toi mo cura xe taxi, chay véo véo qua mit cra ra vao cd dé 1a Khoa Phu sén, va to1
thay minh d& ¢ khu vire tiép tin c6 nhimg chiéc ghé mau xanh. M6t vai phy nit mic vay dai nhin lén tir nhitng tap chi ma ho dang doc, nhung ngoai do
ra, khong he c6 dau hi€u gi cuia sy song ca.

Vi Chuia. Moi nguoi dau ca rdi?

“Ban t6i sép sinh roil” ti hét lén. “Nhanh Ién ndo moi nguoi! Liy cang di! Goi bac si do dé mau!”

“Cb c6 sao khong ddy?” mot ngudi phu nit miic ddng phuc tring dot nhién xuét hién néi. "Toi 1 hd sinh day. Chuyén gi vay?"

“Ban 6i dang trd da! C6 4y can duoc gitip do ngay lap tirc!”

"Co dy dau?"

“T6i day,” Suze vira noi vira chat vét di vao, tay mba cai tii.

"Suze!" T61 hot hoang. "Pung di chuyén. Céu nén nam xuong! Co6 ay can thuoe,” t6i ndi véi co y ta. “Co ay can thuoc meé, thudc € va khi choc cuoi gi
do... coban I, bat ctr thir gi 6 cob...”

"Té 6n md," Suze n6i. "Thét day."

“Puoc rdi,” ¢6 hd sinh ndi. “Gio dua ¢ vao mit phong nao do i chiing 61 s& kham cho dé biét chi tiét cu thé...”

“Té & di Ay s d6 con lai,” t6i n6i rdi tién théing vé phia cira. “Dumg lo, Suze, t& quay lai ngay. Ctr di vdi ¢6 hé sinh di, rdi t6 s t6i tim cau...”
“Khoan d3,” Suze dot nhién quay lai khén khoan n6i. “Doi da, Bex!”

“Sao co?”

“Cau chua bao gio goi cu dién d6. Cau chua bao gio ity dam cudi & New York.”

“T6 s& goi sau,” t6i noi. “Pi di. Bi vdi c6 hd sinh di.”

“Goi ludn bay gio di.”

“Bay gio 4?” Toi sitng nhin 6.

“Néu bay gior khong goi, cau s& khong bao gior goi! Té thira biét cau I nhur thé nao, Bex.”

“Suze, dirng c6 ngde nhur vay chir! Cau sap sinh em bé 1di kia! Ching ta nén biét viéc gi 1 quan trong hon chir?”

“Té s& sinh con khi c4u goi cti dién thoai d6!” Suze budng binh néi. “Oil” C6 dot nhién nhéin niit. “Lai bt dau dau rdi”

“Puge 161, ¢d hd sinh binh finh néi. “Nao, thd. .. ¢b ging thur gian ndo..."

“T6i khong thé thu gigin duoc! Cho téi khi ¢6 Ay hity dam cudi! Néu khong co Ay s& lai tri hodn cho ma xem! Toi hiéu ¢6 dy na!”
“T6 s& khong nhur vay dau!”

“Cau s& nhu thé, Bex! Cau da dao dong bao thang troi con gi!”’

“Vdy, anh ta B ngudi xdu 42 ¢6 ho sinh ndi. “C6 nén nghe 161 ban minh,” ¢6 ta ndi thém “Cé vé ¢6 Ay biét rd minh dang ndi gi.”
“Ban b Iic ndo ciing c6 thé nhan biét dwoc nhimg gi xAu,” ngudi phu nit méc vay hdng ddng tinh.

“Anh 4y khong phai 1 mdt gi xau!” t6i phén nd phan di. “Lam on di Suze! Binh finh nao! i cling ¢6 y ta di! Udng thude dil”
“Goi di,” 6 dap lai v6i khudn it nhan nhé. “Roi t& s& di.”” C6 ngude nhin lén. “Nao! Goi dil”

“Néu c6 mudn dira tré duge an toan ra doi,” ¢6 hd sinh ni voi toL, “co s8 goi.”

“Goi dindo, ¢d bé!” ngudi phy nit mic bo vay héng noi thém vao.

“Pugc rdi! Puoe roil” t6i quo quang tim dién thoai va nhin phim $6. “T¢ dang goi 1o day. Gio thi cau di di, Suze!”



“Té & khong di cho t¢i khi nghe thiy chinh miéng cau néil”

“Thé trong lic dau...”

“Al6?” tiéng Robyn liu lo bén tai toi. “Toi vira nghe thiy chudng dam cudi phai khong nhi?”

"Khéng c6 ai & d6 ca," t6i ngéng én noi.

“Vay hdy dé lai tin nhin,” Suze nghién ring noi.

“Nao, hit tho that siu Jin nita ndo...”

“Cudc goi ctia ban rat quan trong vi toi...”

“Tiép di, Bex!”

“uge 1! bay déy.” Toi hit mot hoi that sau khi tiép bip phét ra. “Robyn, Becky Bloonwood day... ti s& hily dam cudi. Nhé.C lai, t6i s€ hity dam cuoi.
Toirat tiéc vé nhitng bat tién ma chuyén nay s& gy ra. Toi biet chi da bo rat nhiéu cong stre cho dam cu6indy va t6i chi co the dodn 1a Elinor s& tire
gidn nhu thé nao....” T6i nudt nurde bot. “Nhung t6i da ¢6 quyet dinh cudi cing - 161 s& t6 chire ddm cudi ¢ qué nha, nude Anh. Néu chi mubn no6i
chuyén voi toi vé van dé nay, xin hily dé lai tin nhan ¢ nha 61 va t6i s€ goi lai. Néu khong, thi ¢ € day 1 1oi tir biét. Va... camon chi. Rat vui vi da c6
khoéng thoi gian qua. ”

T6i tit dién thoai va sing nhin né dang im king trong tay toi.

T6i da lam viéc do.

“Lam t5t im,” 6 ho sinh n6i voi Suze. “D6 1 mdt viée khé khan!”

“Gioi im, Bex,” Suze n6i, mit hong 1én. C6 siét tay t6i va curdi khé. “Cau da immot viée ding dén.” C6 nhin sang ¢d ho sinh. "Pugc rdi, ching ta di
thoL.”

“T6 & di... Ay s6 db con lai,” t6i ndi rdi chAm chap bude téi canh cira d6i din ra khoi bénh vién,

Khi budc ra noi tran dy khong khi trong anh, ti khong khoi kh& ring minh mdt cai. Thé ddy. Khong con dam cudi ¢ Plaza. Khong con khu rimg bi b
bua mé. Khong con chiéc banh ky di¢u. Khong con fantasy nita.

Thét khong thé tin 13 tAt ca moi thir da mat hét.
Nhung roi... néu that sy thanh that m ndi, chiing phéi nd von chi i fantasy u? Chura bao gio nd ¢6 cam giac nhur doi thur ca.
Ngay day, day mdi la doi thuc.

Toi im ling mdt lic, tha minh vao dong suy nghi, cho t6i khi tiéng coi xe cp ciru 10i t6i trd vé voi thurc tai. Toi voi vang 10i do tir xe taxi ra, trd tién roi
nhin dong do, tur hoi khong bict s€ phai lam the nao dé 161 chiing vao bén trong duoc. Va ban khoan minh cé thye sy can nua cai ciii gap duge khong.

“Cb Ia Becky Bloomwood?”” mit giong ni vang Ién cit ngang dong suy nghii ctia toi, t6i ngurde 1n va thiy mdt ¢d ho sinh tré dang dimg & cira.
“Vang!” Toi dot nhién thay s¢ hii. “Suze khong sao chir?”

“Cb Ay khong sao, nhung nhimg con co théit ctia c6 Ay dang ngiy cang trd nén kich liét hon, va chiing t6i van dang chd bac si gdy mé t6i... ¢b Ay ndi
muon thir ding...” ¢d ta boi roi nhin t6i, “cd phai ... ca né khong nhi?”’

sksksk

Oi trdi oi.

Oi troi oi.

Toi tham chi khong thé bat dau... dé...

Pa bay gior toi, va t6i hoan toan kiét sirc. Toi chua bao gior thiy thir gl nhur thé ndy trong doi. Toi khong hé biét né c6 thé dén mirc. ..
Ring Suze ¢6 thé dén mirc thé...

Mét séu tiéng ddng hd ca thay, viy mi co vé rit nhanh. Cha, tit ca nhimg gi ti c6 thé ndi i, t6i khong mubn B nguoi sinh cham

That khong thé tin dugc. Suze da sinh mdt bé trai. Mot bé trai nho xiu, bé bong va do hon. Mot tiéng dong hd tudi.



Embé duoc can do, va co vé embé c6 dang voc rat khoe manh, néu tinh dén viée n6 bi dé non. Mot ¢d y ta da méic cho n6 bo qu?m 40 mau tréng xanh
cyc xinh va mdt cai chin nhd trang, va gio' thi nd dang nam cudn tron trong tay Suze, véi nhitng lon téc den sam chia ra trén tai. Con cuia Suze
vaTarquin. T6i gan nhur muon khoc... nhung ma ciing rat hoan hi. D6 1a mbt cam xtic la ng nhat.

Toi bit gip 4nh mit ctia Suze, va ¢d Ay tuoi cudi thét phon pho. € Ay cir cuoi rang & nhur vy sudt tir khi em bé ra do, t6i thim tur hoi khong biét c6
phainguoi ta dd ding khi choc cudi qua licu khong,

“Théng bé tht hoan hao nhi?”

“N6 that hoan héo.” T6i cham nhe vao mong tay bé xiu ctia em bé va nghii n6 da 1on lén trong bung Suze sudt thoi gian qua.

“C6 c6 mudn udng tra khong?” mot ¢d y ta di vao can phong sang sta 4m ap n6i. "Han ki ¢6 da kiét strc roi"

“Cam on rat nhidw,” t6i cam kich n6i va dua mdt tay ra.

“T61 n6i ngudi me co,” ¢d y ta vira ndi vira ném cho t61i mdt cai nhin la ling,

“0,” t6i bbi rdi n6i. “Vang, durong nhién roi. Xin 10i.”

“Khong sao,” Suze ndi. “Pua cho Bex di. C6 Ay xtmg dang duoc nhur vay." C6 mim cudi bén len. "To xin 161 vi da ndi cau véi cau."
“Khong ¢6 gi d4u,” t6i can nhe mdi. “T6 xin 16i vi ¢l méi lim nham cau “Pau Ema?”
“Khong, ciu tuyét voi im. Thét ddy, Bex. T6 da khong thé im duroc néu khong c6 cau.”

“C6 hoa chuyén t6i,” mdt ¢6 hd sinh bude vao noi. “Va ching ta nhan dugc i nhan tir chong ¢6. Hién anh 4y dang ket trén déo vi thoi tiét xiu, nhung
anh dy s& dén somnhét c thé.”

“Camon,” Suze ¢0 ndn ra ny cudi, ndi. “Tuyét qua.”

Nhung khi hé sinh vira di khoi, mdi co bt diu run n. “Bex, t6 s& phai im gi néu Tarkie khong vé duoc? Me dang & Ulan Bator, b thi chéng biét ti gi
Ve tré con ca... T¢ s€ phai tu minh lo tat ca...”

“Khong dau!” T6i nhanh chéng quang mot tay om iy ¢6. “T6 s& chim soc caul”
“Nhung chang phai c4u s& phai quay lai My sa0?”’

“Té khong phai di dau ca. T6 s& ddi chuyén bay va nghi thém vai ngiy” Toi 6m chit [y ¢6. “T6 s& & day véi cdu cho i khi ndo cau con can t& Suze, va
chi thé thoi”

“Thé con dam cudi?”
“T6 khong con can phai lo lang vé dam cudi nita. Suze, t¢ s€ & bén cau, 1a the thoi”

“That chir?”” Cim Suze run run. “Cam on ciu, Bex.” C6 cin thin chuyén embé trong tay va thﬁng bé khut khit mili. “Cau co... biét givé tré so sinh
khong?”

“Céu khong can phai biét tAt ca moi thir dau!” t6i ty tin néi. “Cau chi cin phai cho ching &n, cho chiing mic that dep va dﬁy xe ndi quanh cac cura hi¢u
thoi.”

“Té khong chéc im...”

“Ma thoi, nhin Armani bé bong nay.” T6i sor tay vao boc chin va du yém cham vao cimbé.

“Bon t& s& khong dit tén né i Armani dau! Pimg ¢6 goind nhur vay!"

“Cha, gi ciing duoc. N6 ding 1a mdt thién thin! Hin né a mdt embé ‘d& chiu” ma ngudi ta thuong hay noi. ”
“N6 ngoan ma, ding khong?” Suze hai 1ong ni. “Tham chi né con khong khoc iy mdt lan!”

“Thét ddy, Suze, dimg lo.” T6i nhap mdt ngum tra va mim cudi voi cd. “Roi s& vui im day!”
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Ermest d& thwong s6 tién 13 1.000 d6 la.”
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Chuong 14

TOI LOANG CHOANG budc Ién cau thang toa nha. Hoi lio dao, t6i luc tim chia khoa - va sau ba lan, nhét dugc vao 6.
Lai vé nha.

Lai im éing.

“Becky? Cau phai khong?” Toi nghe thiy tiéng Danny & phia trén cling véi tiéng chan anh budc trén bac thang

Toi stng s6t ng6 1én, khong tai ndo nhin cho rd ndi. Toi ¢6 cam gidc nhur vira m6i chay marathon vé vay. Khong, phéi sau An chay marathon dy ch.
Suot hai tuan vira qua 1a mdt dam hon don nhiing ngay va démhoa trdn lam mdt. Chi co t6i, Suze, va bé Emest. Va tiéng tré con khoc.

Purng hiéu Am t6i, t6i rat quy mén Emie bé bong Y t6i 13, t6i s& a me d& dAu ctia n co m.
Nhung .. Chia oi. Cai tiéng hét ctia nd...
Toi khong hé biét c6 con thi s& nhur thé. Toi cir nghii | phai vui Eim Toi da khong hé biét 1 cir mot tiéng mot lan, Suze s& phai cho n6 an. Toi da khong

hé biét n6 s& khong chiu ngi. Hay n6 s& glet céi giurong ctia nd. Y 61 A, c4i giwong dwoc mua & tan Couran Shop co ma! Gluong lam bang 20 soi dang
yéu nhur vy cling voi nhimg chiéc chén tring tuyét dep. Ta nghi thé ndo né ciing thich mé! Nhung mdi khi ching t6i dat nd xudng do, hét thay nhimg gi
n6 im 3 quy tr tung va “Oaaaaal”

Ri khi t6i thir dura n6 di shopping - lic dau thi moi chuyén déu dn. Moi ngudi mim cudi voi chiée xe ndi, cudi voi toi, va t6i bit diu cam thiy that tur
hao vé ban than... Nhung rdi ching t6i di vao cira hiéu Karen Milen, khi t6i dang méc do mot chiéc quin da thi nd bt diu gao 1én. Khong phai i tiéng
thiit thit d& thuong, Ciing khong phai 1 tiéng rén ri nho nho. Mot tiéng hét the thé hét sirc theo kiéu “Ba Nay Pa Bit Coc Toi, Goi Canh Sat DP”.

T6i khong hé c6 binh sita, nim vit hay bat cir thir gi, thé I t6i phai chay xudng dudng Pulham, va khi vé t6i nha thi mit t6i do bimg birng va t6i thd hong
hdc, Ernest thi khoc con Suze nhin t6i nhur the t6i 1a mdt tén sat nhin gict nguoi hang loat hay dai loai the.

Va 164, tham chi sau khi da duoc cho &n, n6 van gio hoai gio i sudt dém..
“Chtia 0! Danny vira ndi vira bude xudng hanh lang. “C6 chuyén gi v6i cau thé?”
Téi liéc vao gurong va thiy chodng vang kinh ngac. Trong t6i that xanh xao vikiét strc, toc tai rii ruoi con it thi & do. Tarquin da tr6 Ve tir ba hém

trude, va cting da thyc hién rt t5t phin viéc ctia minh... nhung thé khong c6 nghiia 11 t6i duoc ngi. Va tdi ciing cha chop ndi mét khi én méy bay vé nha,
61 ngdi canh mdt phu nit véi mdt cip song sinh sau thang tudi.
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“Suze, ban t6 sinh con,” t6i mét moi ndi. “Nhung chdng ¢ Ay thi bi ket trén mdt hon dao, nén t& da gitp mot chit...”
“Luke bao 1 cau dang di nghi,” Danny kinh hoang nhin t6i va n6i. “Anh 4y bao cau dang nghi ngoil”
“Luke... khong biét.”

Mbi khi Luke goi dién, thi toan la lic t61 hodc dang thay ta gidy, hay db Emest gao khoc, an ti Suze dang kiét strc - hogc lan ra ngi. Ching t6i cling ¢6
mdt cude ndi chuyén rat ngin gon va rdi rac, nhung cudi ciing Luke bao t6i nén nam nghi, vi t6i khong duoc tinh tao cho m

Ngodi ra, t6i khong noi chuyén véi ai ca. Me goi cho t0i dé béo rang Robyn da dé lai 1o nhéin ¢ nha va t0i can goi lai cho chi ta gap. Con toi thi chéng c6
y dinh goi lai. Nhung moi khi ¢6 chimg 5 phit ranh r6i cho ban thn... khong biét sao 61 khong thé doi mat voi viée do. Toi khong biet chuyén gi dang
dién ra; ¢6 nhiing cai va va bat dong gi. Toi bict han Elinor phai gidn dién Ién. To6i biét chac 1a ca dong nhitng 161 qué trach dang chd minh.

Nhung t6i chiing thém quan tim Tét ca nhitng gi toi quan tim bay gior 12 di ngu.

“Nay, mét loat hdp giri tir QVC nay.”” Danny t6 mo nhin t6i. “Cau da dat mua mdt bd bup bé Marie Osmond?”

“Té khong biét,” t6i do dAn noi. “Chic 1a thé. TG da dat mua hau hét nhimg thir na ho ¢.”

T6i Ky md nhé canh minh dung dua Ernest trong dng dé Suze ¢6 thé ngii ic ba gio sang, chuénh choang nhin 1én man hinh,

“Cau 6 biét ti vi & Anh Itc ba gior sang kinh khing thé nio khong?” ti xoa xoa hai g ma kho ciia minh. “Dimg c6 hong ma xem dugc phim, vi ngay khi
den doan hay thi thang bé lai khoc va ciu s€ phai bat day roi di loanh quanh ma x6c¢ x6c nhe nd, hat “Gia Macdonald c6 mdt trang trai, é-i-é-ioh...” va
n6 van chang chiu nin. Thé I3 cdu phai tiép tuc 'O4, thit 1a mdt budi sang tuyét voi lam saooo0000000..."' nhung cling chang an thua...”

“Ua,” Danny ndi va quay di. “T6 s&... ghi nhé 104 cu. Becky, t6 nghf cdu can Bm mot gidc.”

“U. Ct vay di. Gip lai cAu sau nhé.”

Toi loang choang di vao phong, quéing hét thur tir Ién ghé sofa va di thiing vao phong g, chi c6 mdt y nghi duy nhét nhwr con nghién ma tly them mdt liéu
thudc vay.

Ngu. T6i can ngil...
bién thoai tra 101 tu dong nhép nhay, va khi nam xuéng, t61 ty dong vuon tay bam nit.

“Chao Becky! Robyn ddy. Goi dé nhin c6 rang cudc hen gip vi Sheldon Lioyd ban vé db trang tri bay giita ban da duoc dbi sang thir Ba tuan toi,
ngiy 21, ic 2h30 nhé. Bye!”

Toi chi kip nghi “La nhi,” truéc khi dau t6i nga xudng gdi va chim vao mdt gidc ngii say khong mdng mi.

skoksk

Tém tiéng ddng ho sau, t6i tinh gidc va ngdi thing lung lén.

Cai gi thé nhi?

Toi v6i tay t6i dién thoai va nhan niit “Repeat”. Tiéng Robyn tho thé lai chinh xac tin nhéin d6, va mén hinh may cho théy d6 1 tin nhén tir ngay hom qua.
Nhung... Diéu nay that vo Iy. Dam cudi New York bi hity rdi co ma.

T6i nhin quanh quét khéip cin hd t5i mo mo. Ddng hd sinh hoc ctia toi rét kémnhay, by gidr ¢6 thé 1 bat cir gid ndo. T6i 16 chan vao bép kiém cde
nurde uong va 1o do nhin ra ngoai ctra s6, ngd bure tranh tirdng hinh nhitng vil cong trén toa nha doi dién.

Toi da hiy dam cudi. C6 ca nhan chimg cho viée d6. Sao Robyn van sip xép db trang tri bay gitta ban cwdi? Y t6i 1, dau phai 1 toi lap 1 v& viéc d6
dau.

ba xdy ra chuyén gi?

Toi uong nurée, r6t thém cbe nita rdi di vao phong khach. By gitr ] bon gios chidu, theo dong ho trén du méy video, vy k van con thoi gian dé goi cho
¢ ay. Xem thir dang dién ra chuyén gi.

“Xin chao! Wedding Events Ltd xin nghe!” Mot ¢ gai ma t6i khong nhdn ra noi. “Toi ¢6 thé giup duoc gi cho chi?”
“Xin chao! Xin 161, t6i a Becky Bloomwood. C4... ¢6 phuy trach t6 chirc ddm cudi cho t6i?”

“0, chio Becky! Toi la Kirsten, trg Iy ciia Robyn. Toi c6 thé ndi ring toi nghi'y twong Nguoi dep ngi trong rimg ciia ¢ thét 1 hét sirc sang tao khong?



Toi da ké cho ban be t6i vé nd va tat ca bon ho déu n6i “Té thich Nguoi dep ngi trong rimg, D6 chinh 1 nhitng gi t& s& lam khi két hon!”
“0, &... camon. Nghe ndy Kirsten, c4i niy c6 thé i cau hoi hoi la...”

Toi s& bt dau nhur thé ndo day? Toi khong thé néi: Thé dam cudi ciia t6i van dién ra a?

“Pém cudi ctia toi... van diénra a?”

“T6i chéc chén hy vong vay!” Kirsten vira cudi phé 1n vira néi. “Trir khi ¢6 cii nhau voi Luke!” C6 ta dot nhién doi giong. “C6 da cii nhau voi Luke a?
Vi ching t6i ¢6 thil tuc néu diéu do xay ra...”

“Khong! Khéng c6! Chi k... ¢6 ¢6 nhin dugc tin nhin ctia t6i khong?”
“Tin nhdn ndo co?” Kirsten vui vé hoi.

“Tin nhdn ma t6i da dé lai cach ddy khoang 2 tuan!”

“0, t6i rt tiéc. C6 18 vi tran Iut...”

“Lut?” Toi kinh hoang nhin vao chiéc dién thoai. “Cac ¢6 bi lut?”

“Toi chéic o Robyn da goi cho ¢6 & Anh dé béo tin rdi! Moi viéc on, khong ai chét dudi ca. Ching toi chi phai so tan khoi véin phong trong vai ngly thoi,
va c6 mot vai dién thoai bi anh hirdng... thém nira, thit khong may 1a mot chiéc dém tron ¢6 ctia mot khach hang bi hong...”

“Vay I cac c6 da khong nhan dugc tin nhin?”

“C6 phai 1 tin nhéin vé& mon khai vi?” Kirsten trdm ngdm noi.

T6i nudt mrde bot miy lin, chodng vang.

“Becky, Robyn vira vao,” Kirsten noi, “néu c6 mudn n6i chuyén véi ¢o 4y...”

Khong doi ndo. Con lau t6i moi tin dién thoai Jan nira.

“C c6 thé n6i v6i ¢d Ay,” t6i ¢b binh finh ndi, “rang toi s& t6i vin phong, Bao ¢d Ay doi toi. Toi s& dén ngay lp tirc.”
“Cé gip lim khong?”

“C6. Rit ghp.”

sksksk

Vin phong ctia Robyn nidm trong mdt toa nha Iong 1y, ngay trén duong 96. Khi g cira, ti co thé nghe thy tiéng curoi khing khuc ctia chi ta, va khi
thén trong mo cira, t6i thdy c6 dang ngdi ¢ ban, mdt tay cam ly rugu champagne, tay kia cam dién thoai, con c6 mdt hop chocolate md sin trén ban.

“Becky!” Robyn lén tiéng, “Vao di! Toi toi ngay day! Jennifer, t6i nght ching ta nén ding di voa xa tanh. Sao? OK. Gép lai sau nhé.” Chi ta dét dién
thoai xudng va mim cudi vai toi. “Becky than mén, ¢6 khoe chir? Nudc Anh thé nao?”

“T6i khoe, cam on. Robyn...”
“Toi vira moi di &n bira trura cam on thi vi cia ba Herman Winkler ¢ Carlron danh cho t6i. Gior thi d6 1 mot dam cu6i hoanh trang 101 Churé da tang

cho ¢6 dau mt chi ctn con glong Brre ngay trude bé tho! That dang yéu...” Long may chi ta nhan lai. “Toi dang ndi cai gi thé nhi? A phai! C biét
khong? Con gai va con ré ba y vira m6i di Anh huong tudn tréing mat ddy! Toi bao ba Ay, khong chimg ho s& vo tinh gip Becky Bloonwood ciing
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nén!
“Robyn, t6i can n6i chuyén voi chi,”

“Chéc chn rdi. Va néu 1 chuyén vé dd det cho bita trang miéng, ti da n6i chuyén voi Plaza...”

“Khong phai i vé d6 det!” t6i kéu én. “Robyn, nghe nay! Khi & Anh, t6i d4 hity dam cu6i. Toi da dé lai tin nhén! Nhung chi khong nhan duoc.”
Im king bao trim cin phong 1ong By. Roi Robyn thich thi phé 1én cuoi.

“Ha ha ha! Becky, c6 that i khoi hai! C6 4y tht ngd phai khong, Kirsten? ”

“Robyn, t6i nghiém tic ddy. T6i mubn hy toan bo. Toi mubn Bm dam cudi & Anh. Me t6i dang t6 chire mdt I cudi, tit ca da duoc sip xép...”

“C6 o thé tudng tuwong duoc néu co Bhm vay khong?”” Robyn noi voi ﬁéng cuoi khting khue. “Cha, duong nhién Ia c6 khong thé, vi thoa thuan bdi



thuong, Néu bay gior hity dam cudi, ¢6 s& phai chi rat nhicu tién ddy!”” Chi ta hoan hi cuoi In. “C6 ¢6 mudn udng chit champagne khong?”
Toi stmg nhin chi ta, do dy mot lic.

“Thoa thuan bdi thurong 1 sa0?”

“Hop ddng ma c6 da ky, ¢6 bé than mén a.” Chi ta dua t6i mdt ly champagne, va nhiing tay t6i tr dong cam ly.

“Nhung... nhung Luke da khong ky. Anh 4y n6i no khong c6 hiéu hrc néu anh 4y khong ky...”

“Khong phai gitta ¢6 va Luke! La giita c6 va toi! Néi cach khac 1a giita ¢6 véi Wedding Events Ltd.”

“Céi gi?” t6i nudt nurde bot. “Robyn, chi dang n6i vé cai gi vay? Toi chura bao gio ky cai gi ca.”

“Puong nhién 1 ¢6 ¢6 ky! C6 dau ndo ching ky! Toi dd dwa né cho Elinor nhd chuyén cho ¢6, va ba dy da giri lai cho toi... Toi c6 ban sao ciia nd &
dau d6 quanh day!” Chi ta nhap mdt ngum champagne, xoay ghé va luc tim trong chiéc t ngan kéo bang go tao nha.

“Péy 10i!” Chi ta dura t6i ban photocopy ctia vin ban. “Duong nhién ban gdc dang & chd luat sur ciia t6i...”

T6i nhin chiam chii vao t gidy, tim dép thinh thich. Trén cling to gidy 1 dong chit PIEU KHOAN THOA THUAN. Téi nhin thing xudng dong chdm
cham & cudi trang giay - va thay chit ky t6i & do.

Ky trc t6i quay wut tr lai cai démmira t6i tim d6. Nigdi trong cin hd cuia Elinor. Tire giin ky vao tat ca gidy td trude mit. Khong thém doc nhitng dong
chir bén trén.

Chua oi. Toi da am gi thé nay?
Toi cudng cudng bét ddu doc hrét ban hop ddng, chi hiéu duge c6 mdt nira nhitng cum tix phap luét.

ks

“Bén t6 chirc s& chuan bj ddy d ké hoach... khung thoi gian dugc thong nhit gitra hai bén..., Bén khach hang s dugc héi ¥ kién moi vén dé... giit lién
lac véi cac nha cung cap dichwu... du Fhéo chi tiéu can duqq thépg nhat... Nhfrng quyet dmh cuoi cung s& phu thude vao khach hang... moi sy vi pham
hay hity b6 vi bt ctr Iy do ndo... Sur bdi hoan... 30 ngdy... tién bdi thurong cudi cing va ddy du... Hon nita... ”

skksk

Khi t6i doc dén nhitng cu tiép theo, nhimg con sén nhur dang truron bo 1én xudng trén hrng ti.

skoksk

“Hon nita, trong trurong hop hity bo dam curi ma khach hang két hon trong vong mot nam ké tir ngay hity, thi khach hang s& ¢6 trach nhiém phai boi
thuong mot khoan phat 1a 100.000 d6 la, tra cho Wedding Events Ltd.

sksksk

MOt tridm nghin d6 la tién phat.

Va t6i d3 ky nd.

“Mot trim nghin d6 1a?” Cudi cing t6i néi. “P0.... hinh nhu hoi nhidu qua.”

“C4i d6 chi danh cho nhitng c6 ning ngdc nghéch vor hity hon rdi lai im dam cudi thoi.”” Robyn vui vé ndi.
“Nhung sao...”

“Becky, néu toi da lén ke hoach cho mt dam cudi, t6i muon dam cudi d6 phai dugc dién ra. Trude day ching t6i da gip phai nhiing ¢4 nang rit lui.”
Giong chi ta dot nhién gin xubng, “Nhitng co nang quyét dinh m theo cach riéng cua ho. Nhimg ¢6 nang quyét dinh sir dung nhimg y tuong, nhimg mbi
quan hé ciia t6i. Nhitng c6 nang nghi i ¢6 thé khai thac v kién chuyén mbn ctia t6i 1di cao chay xa bay.” Chi ta nga ngudi ra trudc voi doi mét lp lanh,
t61 hodng so' co rim lai.

“Becky, 6 khong nén 1 mot trong s6 ho dau.”

Chi ta dién roi. Nha hoach dinh dam cuéi dién roi.

“Y... Y hay déy,” t6i ndi voi. “Chi phai tw bao vé ban than chi!”

“Puong nhién, Elinor ciing ¢6 thé ti ky - nhung ching t6i d4 théng nhét ring, bang cach ndy, ba dy ciing bao vé duoc sy dau tur ciia minh!” Robyn cudi



V61 ti. “D6 | mot sy dan xép chit cha.”
“Rét thong minh!” Toi kh& cudi ré én va udng mdt ngum champagne.

Toi s& phai lam gi day? Chéic hin phai con cach ndo d6 dé thoat khoi chuyén nay chir. Chéc chin c6. Nguoi ta dau thé ép bude ngudi khac két hon
dugc. Nhu vay that khdng c6 dao dirc.

“Vui Ién ndo, Becky!” Robyn vut tréfai vui vé& hon ho. “Moi viée déu ném trong tim kiém sodt. Ching t6i da o figu moi chuyén trong khi ¢ dang & Anh.
Nhirng tam thiép moi cling da dugce viet nhur ching ta da noi.”

“Thiép moi?”” Toi cam thdy mdt con choang mdi lai ap dén. “Nhung khong thé thé duge. Ching ta chura Ién danh sach khach moi ma.”

“C6 chir, co bé ngbc nghéch! Thé cai gi day?”

Chi ta nhAn vai phim trén may tinh va mdt danh sach xut hién. T6i ha héc mdm nhin chdim chiim vao no. Nhiing cai tén va dia chi quen thudc 1An lwot
hién 1én trén man hinh. Tén ctia cac anh em ho. Tén ban hoc cii. Choang vang, t6i nhin ra “Janice va Martin Webster, Nha Oak, 41 duong Elton,
Oxshott.”

Sao Robyn lai biét Janice va Martin? Toi cémthéy nhu minh d4 roi vio hang 6 ctia mdt dam nit quai hiém doc. Mot tim bang s& kéo qua mdt bén bat
ctr luc ndo va toi s€ thay bo me bi troi vao ghe, miéng dan bang dinh.

“Chi... chi iy dAu ra nhirng cai tén nay vay?” Toi hoi, ¢d limra vé bét chot hoi vy thoi.

“Luke dua cho ching t6i mot danh sach! Toi da iy strc ép voi anh ta vé viée ndy, vy nén anh ta d tim quanh can ho ctia ¢d. Anh ta néi d thiy n6
duoc giau dudi girong hay cho ky cuc ndo d6. Toi da ndi d6 han Ia cho giau an toan nhat.”

Chi ta dura ra mdt manh gidy, va m¥it t6i chim chii nhin n6, khong tin ndi.
Chir ctia me toL.

Danh sach khach moi me da fax cho ching t6i hang miy tudn trude. Nhing céi tén va dia chi déu i ctia ban bé va ho hang dwoc moi dén du B cudi. L2
cudi & qué nha.

Robyn s& moi tat ca nhitng ngudi khach nhu me s& moi.
“Thi€p moi... da guri di chua?” Toi ndi ma khong nhan ra gigng minh nita.

“A, chua.” Robyn quéic ngén tay voi tdi. “Tét ca thigp mdi ctia Elinor déu da phat di tuin trude roi. Nhung ching 0 nhin duoc danh sach khach moi
ctia ¢d mudn qua, nén toi e I chung van dang & cho ngudi viet thiép. Co ay s€ giri ching ngay khi hoan thanh...”

“Ngin c6 4y lai,” t6i tuyét vong néi. “Chi phai ngin ¢6 y lail”
“Gi co?”” Robyn nhin tdi ngac nhién, va toi ciing dé y thiy Kirsten dang ngang dau lén chit . “Sao thé, cung?”
“T6i.. toi phai tyr minh gri thiép moi,” 01 néi. “Po ... truyén thdng gia dinh. C6 dau ludn phai o... tu giri thiép moi ctia minh.”

Toi lau khudn mit néng birng ctia minh, c6 giit thai d6 binh than. Phia bén kia can phong, t0i 6 thé thiy Kirsten dang t md nhin t6i. Chia oi, hin by
20 ho nghi t61 13 dira dd hoi thich kiém soat hoan toan. Nhung t6i khong quan tam. Toi phai ngan khong cho nhiing thiép moi ndy bi guri di.

“That la thuong!” Robyn néi. “Trude day toi chura bao gio nghe 1n6i vé tuc & d6!”
“Y chi mubn n6i 1 t6i bia chuyén?”

“Khong! Puong nhién khong! Toi s&€ bao Judith biét,” Robyn wira n6i vira nhAc dién thoai va bat chwrong trinh Rolodex ctia chi ta Ién, con toi diu xuéng,
thd mot cach khd nhoc.

Phu 6c t0i chao ddo. C6 qué nhiéu vige dang xdy ra. Trong khi toi bj ket v6i Suze va Ernie, moi viéc da bj ddy nhanh vé phia truée ma t0i khong nhin
1a, va gio thi t61 ¢ hoan toan mat kién} sodt tinh hinh. Nhu thé dam cuéi ndy 1a mdt chil bach mé lon phi nude ki€u that dé thurong, nhung rdi dot nhién
16ng 1én va phi nuée dai mot doan xa lac ma khong co t6i.

Robyn s& khong thue sy kién t6i déy cha?

“Chio Judith! U, Robyn ddy. C6 da... d& xong? Cha, thit k& lam viéc thén tc qua!”” Robyn ngéing Ién. “C6 khong tin ndi viée nay dau, nhung co 4y da
lam xong xuoi roi!”

“Céi gi?” Téi kinh hoang ngude ken.

“Cb 4y dang 6 chd hom thur rdi! Chang phai d6 a mbt...”



“Trdi of, ngin cd dy lail” Toi hét én. “Ngan c6 Ay lail”

“Judith,” Robyn gAp gap noi. “Judith, dung lai. C6 dau ndy 14 ngoai 6. C6 4 4y mudn tir minh giri thiép moi di. Truyén théng gia dinh gi d6,” ¢6 ta ha giong.
“Nguoi Anh. U. Khong, t6i ciing khong biét.”

Chi ta ngwde 1én v6i mdt nu curdi than trong, nhur thé t6i 1 mdt dira nhoc ba tudi xao quyét vay.
“Becky, toi ¢ 1 6 vai tam thiép mdi da duoc dit vao hom thir. Nhung ¢6 van c6 thé giri di sé con lail”
“Vai?” t6i kich dong ndi. “Bao nhiéu?”’

“Bao nhiéu ha Judith?” Robyn hoi, di quay vé phia t6i. “C6 dy nghila 3.”

“Ba? Cha... ¢d 4y c6 thé tho tay vao Ky lai ching khong?”

“E 1 khong.”

“Cb 4y c6 thé tim mdt... mdt cai que hay gi d6...”

Robyn im king nhin chim chip t6i mot gidy rdi quay lai ndi tiép vao dién thoai.

“Judith, cho t6i biét vi tri ctia hom thur 6. Chi ta viét nguéch ngoac 1én mdt manh gidy nho, r6i ngéng Ién. “Co6 biét ddy, Becky, toi nghi tot nhét co nén
di xuong do, va... lambat ctr viéc gi ¢ phai lam.”

“OK. Tbisg di. Camon.”
Khi khodc 40 vao, t6i c6 thé thiy Robyn va Kirsten liéc nt nhin nhau.

“Cb biét ddy, Becky, c6 thé c6 mudn thur gian mdt chut,” Robyn noi. “Moi viée déu dudi tim kiém soét. C6 khong can phai lo Bing chuyén gi dau.” Chi
ta thoai mAi nga ngudi vé phia trude. “Nhur ti van thurdng n6i voi cac ¢6 dau mdi khi ho hoi kich dong mot chit... Chi B mot dam cudi thoi ma!

T6i tham chi khong budce minh tra 1o ndi.
skksk

Hom thu niim & goc giao nhau giita phd 93 va Lexington. Khi r& vao pho i thiy ngay mot phu nir chic han I Judith, méc mot chiéc 4o mura t01 mau,
dya lung vao tuong mot toa nha. Khi voi vang di toi chd ¢b ta, t6i thiy c6 ta xem dong ho, sot rudt nhin vai va tién thing vé phia hom thur, tay cim mot
xép phong bi.

“Dung lail”” Toi hét 1én, voi vang chay cudng cudng, “Bimg giri nhitng cai do!”

T6i t6i bén ¢6 ta, tho hdn hén t6i mirc gin nhur khong néi ndi.

“Pura t6i nhitng thiép moi do,” t6i ¢b hon hén ndi “Téi 1 ¢6 dau. Becky Bloomwood.”

“Co day roil” Judith noi. “Da ¢6 vai tim duge nhét vao. Nhung cd biét ddy, ching ai n6i gl voi toi vé viée dimg giri di ca,” ¢ ta noi thém kiu tur vé.
“T6i biét. Toi xin 161.”

“Néu Robyn khong goi khi ¢6 4y... thi toi da giri di hét roi. Toan bo!”

“T6i.. toi rét Ky lam cam kich.”

Toi it qua nhirng chiéc phong bi diy mau ndu sim, hoi run run khi thy tit ca nhirng c4i tén trong danh sach ctia me durge viét mt cach hoa mf theo
kiéu chir Go-tich.

“Vay c0 s€ giri chung?”

“Puong nhién.”” DYt nhién t6i nhan ra Judith dang chd doi 61 lam viée d6. “Nhung t6i khong mudn bi nhin tlﬁy,” 01 vO1i nd1 thém.
“Pay | chuyén kha riéng tu. Toi phai... doc mdt bai tho va hon Ién timg chiée thiép...”

“T6t thdi,” Judith dao mét néi. “Thé ndo ciing duoc.”

Cb ta bo di vé phia goc phd, con 61 van dimg yén nhur tang d4 cho t6i khi ¢ ta di khudt khoi tim mét. Roi ghi chit By tap thiép moi & ngue, t6i voi di
dén gbc phd, gio tay goi taxi vé nha.



sksksk

Khi t6i vé t6i noi thi Luke van chura v&, cin hd van t6i ky mo va yén ing nhur i t6i di. Va li ciia t61 mo trén san nha - va khi bude vao, t6i ¢6 thé thiy
trong d6 1a tap thiép moi dén dam curdi & Oxshott ma me nho t61 chuyén cho Elinor.

Toi nhéit tAp thiép moi thir hai lén va nhin hét céi ndy dén céi kia. Mot tip phong bi miu tréing. Mt tap méu ndu. Hai dam cudi. Trong ciing mot ngdy.
Trong vong chura t6i 6 tuan nita.

Néu t6i chon cai nay, me s& khong bao gio néi chuyén véi toi nita.
Néu t6i chon cai kia, t6i s& bi kién doi bdi thuong mdt trim nghin dola.

Buo 0i, chi can... binh tinh. Suy nghi mot céch hop 1. Nhat dinh phéi c6 cach thodt ra khoi chuyén nay. Chéc chan phéi c6. Mién  minh suy nghi sang
suot va khdng bi 161 vao mot...

Dot nhién t6i nghe thy tiéng cira chinh mo. “Becky?”” Giong Luke vang lén. “Em phai khong?”’
Khdn thét.
Trong con hoang loan toan tap, t6i md tii cocktail, tong ca hai dam thiép modi vao trong, dng sap cira vao va nin th quay lai ngay khi Luke di vio.

“Emy€u!l” Ca khu6n mit anh sang bimg lén va anh quang cap tap xubng. “Em da vé! Anh rit nhé em”” Anh 6m chét Ay t6i - 16i ddy ra va lo Fing nhin
to1 “Becky? Moi chuyén 0n ca chir?”’

“Emkhoe!” Toi vui vé noi. “That ra thi moi chuyén rat tuyét! Chi la em hoi mét thoi.”

“Trong em mét moi quéa. Anh s& di pha chut tra, rdi em ké cho anh nghe chuyén Suze nhé.”

Anh ra khoi phong va t6i yéu 6t guc xudng sofa.

Gio thi toi s lam céi quai gi day?

.
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Becky, con yéu, me khong mubn lam con lo Eing. Nhung 6 vé ngudi phu nit loan tri ma con ké da tién xa thém mdt budc nita va thue sw da in thiép
nlpi! Di Irene yl‘ra goi dién hérp nay noi la di nhan C:IIIQ’C mot thi€p moi ky la qua buu dién, moi tdi khach san Plaza, nhur con da néi. RS rang 1a né mau
dong va be, rat ky quic va chang cd vé gi la mdt tam thi€p moi curéi dang hoang ca!

Tt nhat I k nhitng nguoi nhu vay di, viy nén me béo di quiing ngay n6 vao thing réc va khong them bén tAmnita. Va con ciing phai nhur thé nhé, con
yéu. Nhung me chi nghi 1a nén cho con bict chuyén.

Yéu con nhiéu va mong som dugc noi chuyén,
Me XXXKXXXXK
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Finerman Wallstein

Vian phong Ludt su

Toa nha Finerman
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buUOC ROI VIEC THUC SU séng con bay gio | gitr duoc y thirc vé sy can bang, Y t6i I, dang théng ra ma ndi, dam cudi ndo chang ¢6 nhimg
vuréng méc ky la. Ban khong thé mong ca qua trinh dién ra sudn sé dugc. Toi vira mua mot cudn sach méi ¢6 tén la C6 dau Thye tién, ma toi thy rat
hitu ich e ndy. N6 c6 ca mdt churong dai vé nhimg khé khin trong d4m cudi, va cudn sach viét ring: “Cho dii vén d& c6 vé khong thé ndo vurot qua toi
dau, & luon co giai phap! Vay nén dimg lo Fing!”

Vi du ngudi ta dwa ra B mdt c6 ddu bi mét gidy xa tanh trén duodng t6i bira tiéc cudi. Khong phai la mbt c6 dau dang chuén bj hai d4m cu6i trong ctng
mot ngay ¢ hai chiu lyc khac nhau, dang giau mdt nira s6 thiép moi trong ti cocktail va phat hién ra ngudi to chirec dam cudi cho minh la mdt ké dién 16
thich kién tung,

Nhung ban biét déy, t6i chéc 1 cc nguyén tic co ban chung thi dai khéi ciing nhur nhau ca thoi.

Pén nay, t6i da tro v§ New York dugc mjt tudn, va trong sudt thoi gian d6 t6i da giip khoang 17 lut sur khéc nhau vi hop ddng ciia Robyn. Tat ca bon
ho déu da xem xét can than, bao t6i ho e rang nd kha Ia chat ché va khuyén t6i sau nay nén doc tat ca céc tai liéu gidy to trude khi ky tn.

Thue ra thi khong hdn 1a nhur thé. Mot luat sw chi n6i, “Rét tiéc thura ¢6, ching t6i khong thé im duoc gi trong vu ndy,” ngay khi t6i ndi hop dong 1a voi
Robyn de Bendern. Mot vi khac thi n6i “C6 gai, c6 gip rac roi roi,” va cip may luon.

Du vy t6i vén khong tin 1 khong c6 cach. Nhu mdt phurong sdch cudi cling, t0i da giri no cho Garson Low, lufit s dét gid nhét Manhattan. Toi thiy
6ng ta trén tap chi People, va n6 viet ong dy ¢ tri tué sac sao nhat gidi ludt. To bo cling bao ng ay ¢6 the tim thay k& h trong mdt mieng bé tong. Vay
nén t6i da dat tat ca hy vong vao 6ng ay - dong thoi hét strc co gang cur xir binh thuong ma khong guc ngé thanh mot ké suy sup lap bap.

“Hom nay anh vira an trra voi Michael,” Luke vira néi vira di vao bép vai vai chiéc hop trong tay. “Anh 4y c6 vé da 6n dinh ¢ noi moi khé tdt.”
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Michael d4 quyét tim va chuyen t6i New York, viéc d6 voi ching toi rat 1 tuyét voi. Anh am c6 van ban thoi gian cho Cong ty Truyén thong Brandon,
va thoi gian con lai, nhu anhayn01, anh “cai tao cudc doi minh”. Anhayuep tuc V&, tham gia mOt nhém di b nhanh & Cong vién Trung tam, va lAn gin
day nhit gip anh, anh n6i dén chuyén s& tham gia mot khoa hoc vé nghé thudt ché bién monan Y.”

“Tuyét! 61 noi.”

“Anh 4y n6i ching ta phai som dén thim...” Anh nhin t6i chiim chi. “Becky, em khong sao ddy chir?”

T6i dot nhién nhén thiy minh dang g6 chiéc bt chi manh t6i mirc n6 tao thanh vét Iom trén ban bép.

“Bm hoan toan n,” tdi ndi v&i mdt nu cudi hoi rang rd qua. “Sao emlai khong én co chir?”

Toi khong hé rang mot 101 vé bit cir chuyén gi voi Luke. Trong cpén C6 dau Thuce tién c6 n6i cach dé khong cho vi hén phu ctia ban chan ngan nhiing
ticu tiet ctia dam cudi 14 chi cho anh ta biét nhitng di€u co-ban-can-biét.

Toi chura thiy i Luke can biét bat ctr didu gi.

“Thém vai mon qua cudi,” anh ndi. Anh ném phich miy chiéc hop 1én quiy ban bép va toe toét curdi véi ti. “N6 dang dén gin hon rdi nhi?”
“Véng! Qué 1 thé!” t6i ¢b niin ra ny cudi nhung khong thanh cong m

“Thém mdt 1 mréng banh nita... in ndy 1 tir Bloomingdales.” Anh cau may. “Becky, chinh xAc thi ching ta ¢6 bao nhiéu danh sach qua cwéi?””
“Emkhong biét. Vai cai.”

“Anh ngtii toan b muc dich ctia viéc 1én danh sach qua cudi ki dé cudi cing ching ta khong co t6i 7 cai kb mréng banh.”

“Ching ta khong c¢6 7 1o nuréng banh!” t6i chi vao chiéc hop. “Déy I vi nuréng banh mi ngot hinh tron.”

“Va chiing ta ciing c6... mdt chiéc xéc tay Gueei.” Anh nhudng may gidu cot ti. “Mot chiée xéc tay Gueci Bm qua cu6i?”

D6 14 hanh Iy cho anh-4y-va-c6-4y! t6i chdng ché. “Em c6 1én danh sach mot chiée cip tap cho anh...”

“Ma chang ai mua cho anh.”

“Po dau phai 16i ciia em! Em d4u ¢ bao ho phai mua céi gi!”

Luke lic d4u nghi hodc. “Em ciing 1én danh sach gidy Jimmy Choos cho anh-4y-va-c6-ay?”

“C6 nguoi d3 mua gidy Jimmy Choos?” t6i hin hoan ndi roi voi im bat khi nhin thiy vé mét anh. “Em.. dia 4y ma.” Téi héing giong. “DAy, anh xem con
cta Suze nay.”

Toi da dirira 3 cudn phim anh, phén I6n  anh Suze va Ernie.

“D6 Ia Ernie trong bon tim..” ti chia anh cho anh, chi cho. “Va day 1 Ernie lic dang ngil... rdi Suze dang ngii... Suze... khoan da...” T6i voi ving bo
qua nhitng tam anh Suze dang cho con bl ma khong mic gi ngoai chiée quan 16t chén. Co thure sy da mua mdt chiée o dac bict dung cho tré ba tir mdt
catalogue, thir duge hira hen 1a “kin d4o va thoai mai & nha ciing nhur noi cong cdng”. Nhung c¢d cau um Ién vi cai khoa che ngu xuan clia nd, nén da
quang béng di chi sau mdt ngay. “A! nhin nay! Pay Ia hom dau tién bon em dua em bé vé nha!”

Luke ngéi xuéng ban, va khi anh luét qua nhitng tAm anh, trén mit anh xuét hién mdt biéu cam khéc la.

“Cb Ay c6 vé... hanh phiic,” anh ndi.

“Ding vdy,” t61 dong tinh. “C6 Ay rat yéu thing bé. Ngay ca khi nd gio khoc.”

“Ho ¢6 vé da rét gin bo” Anh nhin chiim chii vao birc anh Suze dang cui 16n khi Ernie giat toc co.

“O, chinh x4c. Tham chi trude khi em di, n6 ctr gio khoe néu em ¢ 16i n ra khoi Suze.”

Toi nhin Luke, thy cam dong. Anh da hoan toan bj hit hon bi nhitng bire dnh nay. Dieu d6 thyc sy khién t0i ngac nhién. Toi chura bao gidr nghi anh lai
¢ thé dac biét thich tré con nhur vy. Y t6i I3, phan 1én dan 6ng, néu ban ma dua cho ho mdt dong anh tré con...

“Anh khong c6 anh nao hdi bé ca,” anh ndi, chuyén sang mt birc anh Ernie dang ngi ngon linh trén nguoi Suze.
“That 42 Oi...”

“Meg anh d3 mang theo toan bg.”



Vé mit anh rat khé hiéu, va mdt hdi chudng bao dong nho nho bt dau vang Ién trong dau toi.
“That sa0?”” t0i n6i t6 vé binh thirong, “Cha, dii sao thi...”

“C6 18 ba mudn giit ching bén minh.”

“Vang,” t6i ngd vre ndi. “C6 & vay.”

Oi Chia oi. L& ra t6i phai nhn ra nhitng birc anh nay s& khién Luke lai nghi vé me anh.

Toi khong chic ki da c6 chuyén gi xdy ra gitta ho trong khi ti khong & day. Tét ca nhimg g t0i biét I rdt cude Luke ciing da lién lac duge véi ba ¢ bénh
vién. Va cé vé ba da cd vai 1oi giai thich khdng thda dang vé ly do bai bao khong hé nhic dén anh. Dicu gi d6 rang nha bao khong quan tam lam

Toi khong biét Luke c6 tin ba hay khong, Toi khong biét anh c6 tha thir cho ba hay khong. Thét long ma n6i, t6i khong nghi |a anh biét. Thinh thoang anh
d0 ra va lanh nhat, t6i doan anh dang nghi dén chuyén do.

Mot phén t6i mudn ndi, “Nghe nay Luke, thoi quén di! Ba ta diing I mot mu bo cai, ba ta khong hé yéu anh va anh s& kha hon nhiéu néu khong ¢6 ba
ta,”

Nhung rdi t6i nhé nhitng gi me ké anh, Annabel, da n6i khi ching t6i tro chuyén may thang trude. Khi ching t0i tam bigt, ba da noi, “C6 thé diéu nay rét
kho tin, nhung Luke can Elinor.”
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“Khdng, anh ay khong can dau!” t6i phan doi. “Anh ay da c6 ¢d, c6 bo, con ca chau nira...”

Nhung Annabel Fic dau. “Chau khong hiéu. N6 da mong moi Elinor tir khi con bé. Chinh didu dé da khién né lam viéc cat luc nhur vAy, khién n6 61 M,
d6 12 mot phan con nguoin6 bay gio. Gidng nhur mdt cy leo uén quanh cdy to.” Roi ba dua méit nhin t6i, mdt cai nhin xuyén thiu, va n6i, “Hay cin
than, Becky. Dimg cd day ba ta ra khoi cude doind. Vinh viy chau ciing s& khién nd bi ton thirong,

Sao ba lai doc duoc y nghf ctia t6i nhi? Sao ba biét ring chinh xéc t6i dang trdng twong thiy t6i, Elinor, va mdt cai riu...

Téi nhin Luke, anh van dang nhin nhur bi thoi mién mot birc dnh Suze hon lén bung Ernie.

“Dursao thi,” t01 vui vé n6i va thu gom dam anh nhét vao phong bi. “Anh biét ddy, su gin b6  gitta Tarquin va Ernie cting manh mé nhur vy. L& ra anh nén
thiy hai b con & cung nhau. Tarquin B mdt ong b tuyét voi. Anh 4y thay ta cho thing bé rdi im cac viée! Thire ra em nghi nguoi ta hay coi trong qué
mire tinh yéu clia ...

O, khong 6n roi. Luke tham chi con ching thém nghe.

Chudng dién thoai reo, con anh thi ching chiu nhic nhich nén t6i di vao phong khach dé tra Ioi.

‘GA 1(")?”

“Xin chao. Cé phai cd la Rebecca Bloonwood?” mit giong dan 6ng xa la vang lén.

“Véng, t0i ddy,” t6i n6i, dé y thdy mot catalogue mdi ctia Pottery Barn trén ban. C6 1§ minh ciing nén dang ky ¢ d6 nira. “Ai ddy a?”

“T6i la Garson Low, thudc cong ty ludt Low va Dong sy.”

Toan than t6i té liét. Pich thin Garson Low? Goi vé nha cho t6i?

2 A

“Xin 161 vi d4 goi sém thé nay,” ong ta noi.
“Khong! Khong sao!” t6i hoan hon ndi va voi d4 canh cira phong dong lai dé Luke khong nghe thiy. “Cam on 6ng da goi.”

Ta on Chiia. Ong ta héin da nghi i ¢6 1y 1§ ctia minh. Ong ta héin o mudn gitip t6i chong lai Robyn. Chiing t6i hiin s& lam chén dong lich str gidi lut hay
dai loai nhur thé, va ding ngoai phong xir an trong khi dén may anh chdp lién tuc va d6 cir nhur 13 Erin Brockovich!

“T6i da nhan duoc thur ctia ¢6 hdm qua,” Garson Low ndi. “Va toi rit quan tAm t6i tinh trang tién thodi ludng nan ctia ¢6. D6 ding i ty mua day bude
b ] 2

"Toi biét," t6i n6i. "D6 14 Iy do t6i tim dén 6ng."
“Chdng chura cudi ciia ¢b ¢ biét chuyén khong?”’
“Van chura.” T6i ha giong. “T6i hy vong c6 thé timra giai phap trude rdi méi cho anh dy biét. Ong biét ddy, 6ng Low.”

“Chéc chanroi!”



Tuyét. Ching t6i c6 vé kha hop va moi diéu khac nira.
“Trong trurong hop d6,” Garson Low ndi, “chiing ta hily ban vao viéc chinh.”

“Chéc chin rdil” t0i cam thdy nhe héin nguoi. Ban thiy déy, ddy 1 nhiing gi ban ¢6 dwoc khi di twr vén ludt sur dit gid nhét Manhattan. Ban s& nhanh
chong c6 duoc két qua.

“Trude hét, hop déng da duoc soan thao cuc ky thong minh,” Garson Low noi.

"Bing vy." Toi gat dau.

“C6 nhitng diéu khoan cyc ky tai tinh, bao quat moi tinh hudng ¢6 thé xay ra.”

"T6i hiéu."

“To6i da kiém tra rét k§. Va nhur t6i c6 thé thiy, thi khong c6 cach nio dé c6 c6 thé két hon & Anh ma khong phai ganh chiu khoén tién boi thuong,”
“Dling.” Toi gat dau day hy vong,

Mot khoang im ing ngin.

“Vdy... k& ho 1a gi?”” 16t cudc 6 hoi.

“Khong c6 k& ho. Tat ca déu 1 thyc &7

“Céi g?” t6i bdi rdi sing nhin chiéc di¢n thoai. “Nhung... d6 chéing phai k 1y do ong goi cho i sao? D& béo a ong da timra k& hé. DE noi ring ching
ra c6 thé thang!”

“Khong, thura ¢6 Bloomwood. Toi goi dé n6i voi ¢b ring néu toi 1 co, toi s& bit dau thu xép hity bo dam cudi & Anh.”

Toi thily chodng vang, “Nhung... nhung t6i khong thé. D6 m6i 1 vin dé. Me t6i da stra sang lai nha cira va moi thir. Chuyén ndy s& giét ba mat."
“Vay thi toi e 1 6 s& phai bdi hoan toan bo tién phat cho Wedding Events Ltd.”

“Nhung. ..” ¢b hong t6i nghen lai. “T6i ciing khong thé lam thé. Toi khong c6 mdt tram nghin d6 la! Chéc chin phai cé cach khac!”

"Toiel..."

“Clﬁcrclﬁn phai c6 mot giai phap than ky ndo d6!” t6i hit toc ra sau, ¢ khong hoang loan. “Néo! Ong dugc coi 1 ngudi thong minh nhit & My hay dai
loai thé co ma! Ong phai nghi dugc cach nao d6 chu!”

“Cd Bloonwood, t6i bao dam véi co. Toi da xem xét vu ndy & moi goc d6 va ching ¢ giai phap than ky nao ca. Khong c6 cach thoat khoi né dau.”
Garson Low tho dai. “T6i c6 thé cho ¢6 ba 16i khuyén nho nho khong?”

“Gi vay?” Toi noi voi mit tia hy vong 16e lén.

“Thir nhét 1, dimg bao gio ky vao gidy to gi ma chura doc n6 trude.”

“Toi biét didu do!” t6i kéu kén trude khi kip ngin ban than lai. “By gio moi ngudi ndi diéu d6 thi ¢6 ich gi co chir?”
“Thir hai 3, va t6i diic biét khuyén o diéu nay, hdy cho chdng chura cudi ctia ¢6 biét chuyén.

“Va thir ba 1a gi?”

“Hy vong vao nhitng diéu tt dep nhét.”
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DO Ia tit cé nhimg gi ma luit su mt-trigu-bang 6 the nghi ra sa0? N6i cho chong chura cudi biét va hy vong vao nhimg didu tot dep nhét? Ngu xuan
kinh hon. . .gia cét co... lra dao toan tap...

Pugc 1di, binh tinh. Minh thong minh hon 6ng ta. Minh ¢6 thé nghi ra diéu gi d6. Minh biét 1 minh ¢6 thé. Minh chi biét | minh...
Khoan da.
Toi tho than di vao bép, Luke da thoi chim chii vio bure anh Suze ma dang 1 é nhin vao khoang khéng vo dinh.

“Chao,” t0i ndi, ket tay Ién krng ghé ciia anh. “Luke nay. Anh c6 rét nhidu tién nhi?”’



“Khong”
“Anh n6i khong nghiia 1 sa0?” t6i hoi, hoi simg ¢d 1én. “Duong nhién 1 anh c6 chir!”
“Anh c6 tai san,” Luke n6i. “Anh c6 cong ty. Thé khong nht thiét nghiia 1 ¢6 nhidu tién.”

"Gi ciing vy ca ma. Toi st rudt vay tay "Va chiing ta sip két hon. Anh biét ddy, moi ciia cai vat chat va moi thir ctia anh. Vay theo mdt cach ndo do...
toi can trong ngung lai, “cling 1a cia em.”

“Vay néu em hoi xin anh mdt it tién, anh s& cho em chir?”

“Anh nghi I3 vay. Bao nhiéu?”

“O.... mot tramnghin d6 la,” t6i ¢ ndi véi giong lanh nhat.

Luke nging dau Ién. “MOot trdm nghin do 1a?”

“Véang! Y em I, thuc sur ciing khong nhiéu Fim...”

Luke tho dai. “Pugc r6i Becky. Em da thiy céi gi thé? Vinéu do 1 mdt cai do khoac 16ng thi hang diit im khéc nita...”

“Khong phai i mot chiée 4o khoac! D6 B... mdt bat ngo.”

“Bét ngd mot trimngin d6 la.”

“Ding thé,” t6i ndi sau khi hoi ngéip ngimg, Ngay ca ban than ti nghe ciing ching thiy thuyét phuc m

C6 thé 16t cude ddy khong phai d mot giai phap thong minh Fm

“Becky, mt trim nghin d6 la nhidu im. R4t nhiéu tién!”

“Em biét,” t6i n6i. “Em biét chir. Nghe ndy... Thoi dugc... khong ¢ gi dau.” Va rdi vi vang di ra trude khi anh kip hoi t6i nhiéu hon.
-

Puoc thoi, quén dam luat su di. Quén tién di. Phai co giai phép nio khac cho viée ndy chir. Téi chi can nghi ¢én mdt phia théi ciing dugc.
Y 61 i ching t6i luon c6 thé trén di ma. Lam dam cudi trén mot bai bién, d6i tén ho va khong bao gior gip lai gia dinh nira.

Khong, 14 thé nay. T6i t6i dam cudi & Oxshott. Con Luke dén dam cudi & New York. Roi ching t6i 1an huot tuyén bd ching t6i bi ngudi kia da... roi
chiing t61 bi mt gdp nhau...

Khong, Toi nghii ra 1! Ching t6i & thué ngudi thé than! Toi dung 1 thién tai!

Toi dang di thang mdy 1én chd im thi ndy ra cai y tuong d6 - va roi mai nghi toi mirc suyt quén budc ra khoi thang mdy. Diing 16i. Chiing ti thué nhirng
ngudi gidng ching toi, rdi ho & thé than cho ching toi trong ddmcudi 6 Plaza, va s& chang ai inhdn ra. Y 161 I, tat ca khach khira s& Ia ban cua Elinor.
Nhitng ngudi ma t6i va Luke khong biét. Ching 101 & dé c6 dau gia doi mang that day... chii ré Luke gia thi n6i ring anh bj cét vao it khi cao rau, va
dén bang khap mit... trong khi d6 ching toi bay vé Anh...

“Cén than, Becky!” Christina mim cudi ndi, t0i ngude 1én va gidt minh. Suyt nita thi t6i va vio mdt con ma no canh.

“Mai nghii dén d4m cudi sa0?” ¢6 n6i thém khi t6i di vao khu mua sdm c4 nhn.

“Dung vay,” toi tuoi tinh noi.

“C6 bict khong, dao ndy trong co thodi méi hon roi ddy,” Christina ndi voi vé hai long, “Ky nghi ctia ¢6 héin 1 toan nhiing diéu tt dep. Gap lai ..
nghe k& chuyén & nha...”

“Vang, 16. .. tuyét Bm!”

“Toi nghi cai cach ma ¢6 thur giéin that tuyét voi.” Christina nhdp mot ngum ca phé. “Co chiing hé nhéc gi dén dam cudi ké tir khi quay lai! Thyc ra thi ¢
vé c6 dang tranh chi dé do!”

“To1 khong lang tranh nd!” t61 ndi, cudi guong gao. “Sao t6i lai phai lam vy co chir?”



“Mot s6 ¢6 dau o vé qué coi trong dam cudi. Gan nhur dé né chiém ca cude séng ctia ho vay. Nhung c6 lai 6 vé khong ché n6 rat tot...”
“Chic chén rdil” t6i n6i voi cai giong tham chi con hon hé hon. “Xin 16i nhé, t6i phai chuén bi tiép d6n vi khach dau tién ctia minh. ..”

“O, t6i da ddi lich hen ctia ¢6 161, Christina néi khi t6i m6 cira phong, “C6 s& giip khéch hang dau tién lic 10 gio. Amy Forrester.”
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“To1 khong thich mau vang hay da cam.”” Giong Amy Forrester van ctr déu déu. “Va khi t6i noi i thoi trang, thi ¥ t6i 1 khong qué thoi trang, Chi trang
trong,.. nhung quyen ril. Co hiéu y t6i chit? > C6 ta can vién keo gom va nhin t6i voi vé mong doi.

“O... vang!” t6i tra 10, ching hiu ¢6 ta dang n6i gi nita. Chiia oi, t6i thim chi con khong thé nhé c6 ta mudn gi. Nao, Becky. Tap trung nio.

“Vay, ndi tom lai, co mudn... mt vay da hoi?”’ t61 danh lidu viét nguéch ngoac vao ) ghi chép.

“Hozic mdt bo vest. Gi ciing dugc. Toi gan nhur miic kiéu ndo ciing duge.” Amy Ferrester soi minh trong gwong day ve hai long, con t6i thi ngd vure nhin
¢d ta tir dAu dén chan, ¢6 ta méc chiéc 4 4o chén bo sat mau hoa ca va legging mau lam. Trong ¢6 ta nhur nguoi mau trong quang cao thiét bi thé duc tai
gia tién loi ndo do. Cling méi toc vang cat ngén qué mia va moi thir.

“C06 c6 mot than hinh that tuyét voil” Toi ndi, mAi moi nhdn ra 14 ¢d ta dang cho' mdt 1oi ca tung.

“Camon! Toi ging hét sirc diy.”

Véi sur gitip do ctia Rollaflab! Chi can danh tan chd md kia di...

"T6i da mua ca til quin 4o dé di nghi roi" C6 ta lai cin keo gdm. “Nhung ban trai t6i n6i sao khong mua thém vai thir nho nho? Anh 4y tha thiét mudn
nua tang toi. Anh ay ding [d mdt ngurdi dan ong tuyét voi. Vay, co co y tudng nao khong?”

“Véng,” t6i ndi, rot cude ciing ép minh tip trung. “Vang, c6 chir. Toi s& di iy vai mon dd ma t6i nghi s& hop véi ¢6.”

Toi di ra va bét dau iy véy 40. Dan dan, khi tho thin hét gid treo ndy dén gié treo Kia, toi bt dau thiy thur thai. That may 1 c6 thé tap trung vao viée
khac nao do; nghi vé thir gi 36 khac ngoai dam cudi...

“Chao Becky!” Erin chio khi ciing ba Zaleskie, mot khach quen ctia ¢6, di ngang qua. “Nay, t6i vira n6i chuyén v6i Christina, chung toi phai Ién ké
' 2

hoach bita tiéc ting qua cudi cho co day!
Oi Chia oi.

“Cb biét ddy, con gii ti im viéc & Plaza,” ba Zaleskie xen vao. “N6 ndi moi nguoi déu dang ban tan vé& dam cudi cia ¢d.”

“Vay sa0?” Toi ngap ngimg n6i. “Cha, do ciing dau phai a chuyén to tat Bm déu...”

“Khong phai la chuyén to tat? Co dua dﬁy 42 Tht c cac nhan vién déu dang tranh nhau tham gia phuc vu cho 18 cudi! TAt cé bon ho déu mudn duoc
nhin thay khu rimg bi phu phép!”” Ba nhin t6i cham chi qua cap kinh. “Co thét 1a ¢6 s& c¢d ca mot dan nhac dan day, mdt DJ va ca mot ban nhac muroi
nhac cu khong?”

"O... vang."

“Céc ban t6i déu dang cuc ky ganh ti vi toi duoc dy dam cudi,” Erin ndi, miit rang rd. “Bon ho ¢t ndi, sau ddm curdi cau phai cho bon té xem anh déy
nhé! Ching t6i dugc phép chup anh chtr, diing khong?”

“T6i... khong 5. Chéc i dwoc.”

“Chéc 11 ¢6 hao hirc im,” ba Zaleskie néi. “C6 ding I mit ¢b gai may mén.”

To6i khong thé chiu duoc nira.

“Toi phai di rdi,” t6i ndi kh& va voi vang quay lai khu vire mua sim ca nhén.

Toi khong thé thing, Du tdi c6 lim gi ching nita. Cach ndy hay cach kia, t6i ciing s& im rat nhiéu ngudi thit vong,

Khi Amy dang c6 nich vao chiéc véy dau tién, t6i dimg nhin dor dén xudng san, tim dap thinh thich. Toi da timg gip réc roi. Toi da timg ngu ngdc.
Nhung chua bao gid dén mirc nay. Chua bao gio qua 16n, qua dat, qua quan trong..

“Toi thich cai ndy,” Amy n6i khi nhin ngiim ban than k§ cang. “Nhung da xé du chua nhi?”

“0...” t6i nhin ¢6 ta. D6 | mot chiéc vay xa tanh mau den, thue t 1 da duoc xé t6i tin ron roi. “Toi nghi 1 rdi. Nhung lic ndo ching ta ciing c6 thé stra
mjt chit ma...



“Oi, t6i khong c6 thdi gian dé am viée d6!” Amy n6i. “Toi chi ¢ lai New York mdt ngdy nita thoi. Ngay mai ching t6i di nghi va sau do6 s& chuyén t6i
Atlanta. D6 14 Iy do t6i di nua sam. Ho dang gbi ghém ca cén hd va viée d6 khien toi phat dién.”

“To6i hiéu,” t6i lo dang n6L.

“Ban trai t6i rit mé than hinh ctia 61, ¢ ta ndi dy vé tw mén khi 16t bo chiéc vay ra “Nhung hdi trrde vo anh ta ching thémngd ngang gi dén vé ngoai
ctia minh ca. Vo cii, phdi ndi 1a vay. Ho sap Iy hon.”

“Pring vay,” t6i lich sy ndi, dua cho ¢b ta chiée vay bé chén mau tréng bac.

“Toi khong thé tin duoc 1 anh 4y lai co thé chiu dyng c6 ta lau nhu vay. C6 ta ding I mdt mu khom gia luon ghen tudng. Téi dang phai nho dénsu can
thiép ctia luat phap.” Amy méic chiéc vay b6 chén vao. “Co bict khong, ¢6 ta da giri cho t6i 14 thu cue ky xic pham. N6 nhu mdt danh sach nhiing dieu
sinhyc t6i! Ludt su clia t6i ndi ching t61 co mdt vu kién tuyét voi.”

Chuyén ndy nghe quen quen. Toi ngude nhin én, du éc t6i bit dau tinh tho. “C6 cd chiic ngudi giri  ¢6 ta khong?”

“O co chir! Y t6i 1, co ta da ky tén trong thu va moi thir. Hon nita d6 chic chén 1 chi ctia ¢6 ta. William d4 nhan ra nd.”

Téi sitng nhin c6 ta, khdp nguoi nhur c6 kién bo. “C9... ¢b vira ndi ban trai co tén gi nhi?”

“William.” C6 ta biu mdi khinh bi. “Mu ta goi anh dy 1a Bill.”

Oi Chia oi.

Chinh c6 ta. Chinh Ia & thuc tap sinh tc vang hoe. Ngay trude mit toi.

Puoc rdi. Cit.... tiép tyc mim cudi. Dimg dé 6 ta biét ban dang nghi ngd diéu gi.

Nhung trong t6i dang bimg bimg lira gian. Day chinh 1 nguoi phu nit da khién Laurel bi bo roi? Cai 4 dau rong tuéch qué mia ny u?

“Do 1y do chung tdi s& chuyén t6i Atlanta,” Amy vira noi vira mé mén ngim minh trong gwong. “Chiing t6i mubn cing nhau bt du mdt cudc song
mdi, vady nén William da xin cong ty thuyén chuyén cong tdc. C6 bict day, mdt cach kin ddo. Chiing t61 khdng mudn mu phu thiy gia kia bam theo ching
t01.”” C0 ta cau may kho chiu. “Bay gio t6i lai thich cai nay hon.”

Cb ta ctii xubng thap hon va i chot té liét ca ngudi. Khoan da. C6 ta dang deo mdt soi ddy chuyén. Day chuyén c6 mdt. .. vién da xanh d6 chang phai
ngoc luc bao sao?

““Amy, t0i phai goi dién mot chit,” toi thén nhién n6i. “Ct thir d6 tiép di nhé!” rdi t6i nhe nhang rdi khoi phong, Cudi ciing, khi t6i goi durge dén van
phong ctia Laurel, tro Iy Gina ctia c6 béo cho t6i 2 ¢d dang hop vdi American Airlines va khong dugc phép cat ngang,

“Lam on di,” t6i ni. “Hay goi c0 dy ra ddy. Chuyén rat quan trong,”
“American Airlines cling vay,” Gina ndi. “Co phai cho thoi.”
“Nhung c6 khong hiéu! Chuyén ndy thue sur rat cdt tir!”

.....

“Khong phéi chuyén vay 40! toi ttrc gidn ndi - i do dur trong vai gidy, thic méc khong rd Laurel tin cay Gina dén mirc ndo. “D6 & Amy Forrester,”
cudi cuing toi ha giong noi. “Co biet toi dang ndi deén ai chir?”

“C6, 161 biét.” Gina n6i vi c4i giong diéu khién t6i nghii c6 4y con biét nhiéu hon toi.
“A ta lAm sao?”

“Toi tom duge ¢6 ta roL.”

“Co6 tom dugc co ta? Lam thé nao ma ¢d...”

“Co ta dang ¢ trong phong thir dd cta t6i!” Toi liéc ra sau dé chic clﬂ'}n khong ai nghe duoc. “Gina, ¢6 ta dang deo soi ddy chuyén c6 vién ngoc Iuc
bao! T6i chac chan d6 Ia ctia Laurel! Cai ma canh sat da khong tim thay?”’

Mot khoang im lang dai.
“Puoe 1di,” cudi ciing Gina ndi. “Toi s& goi Laurel ra khoi phong hop. C6 Ay hin s& tdi ngay. Pung dé... 4 ta di”

“Toi s& khong dé c6 ta di dau. Cam on Gina.”
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Toi it dién thoai xubng va dimg yén mot lat, suy nghi. Sau d6 t6i di vé phong thir dd ctia minh, ¢b tao vé tw nhién nhit c6 thé.

“Cha!” Toi hén hé n6i khi bude vao. “Quay lai thir vay nao! Va nhé 1, Amy, cir thong tha thir timg chiéc mdt. Chi cin ¢ thich thoi. Néu can thi c6 mét
ca ngly troi cling khong sao...”

“T6i khong can thir d6 nita,” Amy néi va xoay tron trong chiéc vay bé sat mau do dinh trang strc. “Toi s& Iy chiéc nay.”

“Cai gi?” toi ngdy nguoi.

“N6 that tuyét voi! Nhin ndy, nd wvira khit véi ngudi toi.” ¢d ta quay mot vong nhd, than phuc minh trong guong,

“Nhung ching ta tham chi con chira bét dau!”

“Thi sao nao? Toi da quyét dinh rdi. Toi mubn chiée vay ndy.” C6 ta nhin dong hd. “Hon nita, t6i dang hoi voi. C6 c6 thé coi gitip i khong?”
“Amy...” t0i gwong cudi. “Toi thue swr nghi ¢ nén thir thém vai cai khac trude khi quyét dinh.”

“T6i khong can thir thém bat cir c4i ndo nita! Co qua 1 c6 con mét chon db tot.”

“Khong hé! Trong nd that kinh khing!” Téi n6i ma khéng kip nghil gi, va ¢6 ta nhin t6i la King, “°Y 6i ... ¢6 mot chiéc vay hong tuyét dep ma t6i mubn
6 niic thur...” Toi chdp lay cai mdc do. “Cir tudng tuong bd vay do trén nguoi cd xem! Hodc... hodc chiec ¢o tran nay...”

Any Forrester st rudt nhin toi. “Toi s& Iy chiéc nay. C6 hy gitp t6i ¢6i n6 duoc chi?”

Toi c6 thé 1am gi day? Toi khong thé ép c6 ta & lai.

T6i kén ngo dong hd. Van phong cia Laurel chi cach ddy mbt hay hai 16 nha g d6. C6 dy c¢6 thé t6i day bét cir lic ndo.
“Cb gitp toi coind di chir?” ¢6 ta nhéc lai, giong trd nén clng rén.

“Vang!” t6i bdi rdi ni. “Dugc thoil”
“T6i véi tay toi chd khoa ctia chiée vay do dinh trang strc va bit dau kéo nd xubng, Roi dot nhién ti nay ra mot .
“Thyre ra,” t6i néi. “Thuc ra, néu kéo qua dau thi s& coi d& hon...”

“Pugc thdi,” Amy Forrester non ndng ndi. “Thé ndo ciing duoc.”

Téi kéo khoa ra thémmdt chit roi kéo manh chiée vay bo chat qua hong va kéo lén dAuch ta.

Aha! C6 ta bi ket roi! Miéng vai do cimg phi hoan toan Ién it ¢6 ta, nhung phan ngudi con lai ciia ¢d ta chi ¢ dd 16t va gidy cao got. Trong ¢b a nhur
mot con bup bé Barbie lai banh quy Giang sinh.

“Nay! Toi bi ket 0.7 Co ta vay mot canh tay mot cach vo ich, nhung n6 bi kep chit viao dAu ¢o ta boi chiée vay.
“That sa0?” Toi ngdy tho tht lén. “Oi trdi. Thinh thoang ciing bi vy dy ma.”

“Quiéi that, 161 toi ra dil” 6 ta tién vai budc, con toi thi lo Fing i lai & phong c6 ta tém duroc tay minh. Toi thdy minh nhw mdt dira tré 1én 6 dang choi
tro bit mét bat dé trong buoi tiéc sinh nhat vay.

“Co dau rdi?” mdt giong ndi dién tiét nghén nghet vang lén. “Loi toi ra!”

“Toi thyc su. .. dang cd...” t6i rén rén giat nhe chiéc vay. “Dung 1 bi ket roi,” t6i n6i ddy vé hdi 161, “C6 thé néu ¢b cli xudng va vin nguoi...”
Nhanh nio Laurel. C6 dang & dau thé hé troi? Toi md cira phong thir d6 va liéc nhanh ra ngoai nhung chéng thiy ai ca.

“Puoc 1di! Toi & di dau do!”

Toi ngude n va thiy tiu nghiu mét hét tinh than. Tay Amy da dt nhién xuit hign va bang cach ndo d6, ¢6 ta da nam duge cai khéa bang hai mong tay
dugc cat gitia. “Co c6 the gitp 61 kéo khda xudng khong?”’

“Om.. tdi cd thé thir xem sao...”

Toi giir Iy chiéc khoa va bét dau kéo n6 1én ngwoc hudng véi hudng b ta kéo.



“N6 ket 16i” C6 ta dién tiét noi.

“T6i biét! Toi dang cd kéo khoara...”

“Ché chit.” Giong ¢6 ta dot nhién diy ngd virc. “C6 dang kéo theo chidu no vay?”

“Cing chiéu véi ¢6...”

“Chao Laurel,” t6i nghe thiy tiéng Christina ddy ngac nhién. “C6 khong sao chir? C6 c¢6 hen khong?”
“Khong, Nhung t6i nghi Becky c6 thir gi d6 cho t6i...”

“Péy!” Toinéi va voi vang di ra ctra ng6 ra ngoai. Va Laurel dang ¢ do, go ma ting hdng vi kich dong, ¢6 mic chiéc viy m6i ctia Michael Kors v6i 4o
cdc tay mau xanh nude bien, trong that sy chang hop chit ndo.

Toi da bao ¢b Ay bao nhiéu lan rdi? Thyc 1dng mi ndi, t6i nén tién hanh nhiéu cude kiém tra bt ngd v6i cac khach hang ciia minh. Ai m biét ho s& méic
gi ngoai kia?

“Cb ta ddy,” t6i noi, hit méit vé phia thir lai tap giira chiéc banh quy Gidng sinh va bup bé Barbie dang cb mo khoa chiée vay.

“Tt 1di,” Laurel n6i va di vao phong thir d5. “C6 ¢6 thé dé ¢b ta cho t6i.”

“Gi thé? Ai ddy?” dau Amy ngang ngay lén, khong biét phai xoay vé huéng nio. “Oi Chiia oi. Khong, C6 phai do f...”

“Phai,” Laurel tra 101 va dong cira phong,. “La toi.”
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Toi ding trude clia phong, ¢b K nhing giong n6i cang lic cang to phat ra tir phong minh. Sau vai phit, Christina ra khéi vin phong ctia 6 va nhin toi
“Becky, chuyén gi thé?’

“Um... Laurel vo tinh gap mOt ngudi quen. Toi nghi nén cho ho mot chit khong gian riéng tur.”” Mot am thanh lon phat ra tir can phong va t6i ho that lon.
“Toi nghi ho dang... tan gau.”

“Tén gau?” Christina nhin toi gay git.

“Vang! Tan gau!’

Canh ctra dot nhién bat mo, Laurel hién ra véi mdt chiim chia khoa trong tay.

“Becky, toi s& can phai viéng thim can ho ciia Amy, va ¢b Ay rat vui long & lai ddy cho t6i khi t6i quay lai. Ping khong, Amy?”

T6i ngd qua Laurel, nhin vao phong thir d. Any dang ngdi trong gdc phong mic doc chiée quan 16t, khong con chiée day chuyén ngoc Iuc bao, trong
c0 ta hoan toan bang hoang, C6 ta lang & gat dau.

Khi Laurel rao bude di khoi, Christina ném cho t6i cai nhin ngd vue. “Becky...”

“Vay!” t6i nhanh nhau ni véi Amy, voi thai d6 tuyét voi nhit ctia minh trong vai trd mdt nhan vién Barneys. “Trong khi chdr doi, ¢6 s& mudn thir thém vai
bo vay nita chir a?”

sksksk

Bon muroi phitt sau, Laurel quay lai, khuén mit ¢6 phén khich trin ddy sirc song,
“Cb da Iy lai hét nhitng thir con lai chira?”” 61 him ho hoi.

“Toi Iy hét o1

Christina, & phia bén kia cta cira hang, nhin Ién, 0 lai quay di. C6 Ay da ndi rang cach duy nhat dé co dy khong thé sa thai t0i vi nhiing gi vira dién ra |
coi nhu khong biét gi vé chuyén nay.

Viy nén vé co ban chiing ti da théng nhat i ¢o Ay khong biét gi ca.
“Cuia ¢6 ddy.” Laurel ném chim chia khoa vé phia Amy. “Gidr ¢6 di dugc r6i. Cho t6i giri 16 hoi thim Bill nhé. Anh ta xtmg d6i véi co Em”

Khi Amy lo dao bude di gin nhu 1 chay vé phia thang méy, Laurel quang tay qua vai toi.



“Becky, co ding 1 mot thién than,” ¢6 4m ap noi. “Toi thim chi con khong thé bat dau dén on 6 thé nao nita. Nhung bat cir thir gi mi ¢6 mudn, d6 s&
la cua ¢6.”

“Dlmg ngde vay!” t6i lap tirc ndi. “Toi chi mudn gitp thoi.”

“T6i n6i nghiém tiic day!”

“Laurel...”

“T6i nai ni ddy. Ctr ndira va nd s& c6 ding lic cho dam cudi ctia ¢6.”

Dam cudi ctia minh.

Nhur thé ai d6 da md mot chiéc cira sb va khong khi mat ruoi tran vao.

Trong con kich dong va nguy cap, t6i d& quén nd di mdt lic. Nhung gio thi tat ca quay vé chdng chét trong dau toi.
Hai dam cudi cta t6i. Hai thit bai tham hai cia toi.

Nhur hai chiée tau chay vé phia toi. Mi lic mbi nhanh hon, mbi lic mdt gin hon ngay ca khi t6i khong nhin ching, Da lao t6i manh 1én timg phit mbt.
Neu toi né duge mit chiec, thi toi cling s€ bi chiec con lai ddm.

T6i nhin khu6n it c6i mo, 4m ap ctia Laurel, va tit ca nhig gi ti mu6n km i guc vao 6 dy ma kéu khoc, “Sap xép cude doi cho t6i!”
“Bat cir thir gima cd mudn,” Laurel nhéic lai, va siét chit vai toi

Khi t6i bude chidm chap quay vé phong thir dd ctia minh, tat ca chét andrenaline da can kiét. Toi ¢ thé cam nhan duoc sur lo Eing chan nan quen thude
dang dan lan toa khap ngudi. Mot ngay nita da troi qua, va t6i khong hé timra duoc mot giai phap thong minh. T6i ching biét minh s& lim gl nita. Va i
bét du hét thoi gian roi.

C6 thé sur that 1, 16i khong thé tw minh gidi quyét van dé nay, t6i nghi, ning né guc xubng ghé. C6 18 t6i can gitip dd. Xe clru hoa va cac doi Chién lwgc
va Vii khi Dic biét.

Hodc ¢6 18 chi minh Luke.

Ban dang doc truyén Tin D6 Shopping Ldy Chong dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Chuwong 16

KHI VE dén nh, t6i binh fich dén ngac nhién. Thyc ra, t0i gin nhur cam théty nhe nhom. Toi da thir moi thir - va gio t0i cing dudng roi. Toi chang thé
lam gi nita ngoai vi€e tu tht moi chuyén voi Luke. Anh s€ bi soc. Ca tirc gian nita. Nhung it nhat thi anh s& biét.

Toi ghé qua mot quan ca phé trén duong Ve, uéng ca phé va suy nghi thit thin trong xem s& n6i cho anh biét nhur thé ndo. Boi vi, moi nguoi biét ddy, tat
ca déu nim & phan trinh bay. Khi tong thong sap tang thué, ong ta khong noi, “Toi s& ting thué.” Ong ta n6i “Moi cong dan My déu biét gid tri ctia gido
duc.” Thé 1A t6i dA viét ra ca mdt bai dién van cho béan than, hoi giong bai ndi & Quoc hoi, va toi hoe thude long tirng cau tirng chit, voi nhitng khoang
ngit giong danh chd cho nhing thén tir ciia Luke. (Hogic vo tay. Du diéu d6 chic 1 khong thé xay ra.) Chi can t6i bam sét bai viét, va khong ai hoi vé
chinh sach ddi véi Uganda thi ching ra s& 6n cé thoi.

Chén t6i hoi run khi tréo én cau thang vé cin hd ching 61, du Luke van chura di im vé; t6i van ¢6 thoi gian dé chuin bi. Nhung khi t6i md cira, choéng
vang, anh d3 & do6, dang ngdi & ban voi mdt tap gidy to.

Puoe r6i Becky, 1én ndo. Thra cac quy ong quy ba thanh vién Qubc Hoi. Bén diém va nhitng thir ma t6i quén it tiéu rdi. Toi dé canh cira tw dong sau
lrng minh, 3y to gidy ra va hit mdt hoi thit sau.

“Luke,” t6i bat dau véi giong thit truong thanh va trang nghiém. “Em c6 vai diéu mudn ndi véianh vé dam cudi. PO 1 mot vin dé khé nghiém trong, ma
khong c6 giai phap ndo dé dang ca. Neu co mot gii phap, thi do la giai phap chi c6 the thue hién duoc voi sy gifip d ctia anh. D6 1 1y do hdy gioem
s€ noi cho anh biét dicu ndy - va mong anh lang nghe bang mot suy nghi rong hrong,

Cho t6i gi(‘y moi chuyén déu bn. Toi thue su khé tu hao vé didu d6. Phan “]Zing nghe voi suy nghi rong Iwong” thi déc biét sang tao, vi nd c6 nghia anh s&
khong thé quat mang toi.

“Dé giai thich 3 tinh thé kho khéin hién nay ctia minh,” t6i tiép tuc, “em s& phai dira anh trd vé qua khir. v& lic khoi diém moi chuyén. No6i viy em khong
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¢6 y 14 thud hdng hoang hinh thanh trai dt d4u nhé. Tham chi khong phéi 1 vu nd Big Bang. Ma 14 bita tiéc tra & Claridges.”
T6i ngp ngimg - nhung Luke van yén king Fing nghe. C6 1& chuyén ndy s& 6n thoi.

“Chinh noi d6, ¢ Claridges, ric rdi ctia em bt dau. Em da dugc d& nghj mbt nhigm vy bat khé thi. Em 1 vi thn Hi Lap buc phai lya chon giita 3 qua
t40. Ngoai trir viéc chi c6 hai - va ching khong phai i to.” Toi dimg lai ddy 4n y. “Ching a hai dam cudi”

Cubi cting thi Luke ciing quay lai trén chiéc ghé. Mt anh d6 ngau, va trén khudn miit anh ¢ vé la king. Khi anh nhin t6i chim chim, ti thy so.
“Becky,” anh ndi nhur thé véi mot nd hye 1on.

“Vang?” t6i hit khong khi vao.

“Em ¢6 nghi ring me anh yéu anh khong?”

“Gi c0?” t6i bdi rdi n6i.

“Noi that cho anh biét. Em ¢6 nghi | me yéu anh khong?”’

Khoan da. Anh ay c6 nghe duoc tir nao ma t6i ndi ndy gio khong day? “Puong nhién 1 c6!” t0i néi. “Va ndi vé cac ba me, thi xét theo mdt chieu huwdng
nao dd, ngudn goc van d€ clia emnaimo...”

“Anh i mot thing ngde.” Luke cam kinh 1én va top mdt ngum céi thir trong c6 vé gidng whisky. “Ba chi loi dung anh thoi, ding khong?”

T6i bbi rdi nhin anh - r6i dé y thiy chai ruou voi mit nira trén ban. Anh da ngdi day bao lau rdi thé nay? Toi nhin khuon nit anh Jin nita, cang ra va ton
thuong, nhur dang gam nham mot s6 diéu ma 61 c6 the da noi ve Elinor.

“Duong nhién 1 ba yéu anh!” t6i b6 bai dién thuyét ctia minh xubng va dén bén anh. “Em chéc i ¢6. Y em 1, anh c¢6 thé thiy duroc ma, tir cai cach ba...
trm...” t8i ap ung yéu 6t.

T6i nén noi gi day? Cai cach mi ba ta ding nhén vién ctia anh ma khong hé bao dap hay cam on. Cai cach ba ta ddm sau krng anh rdi bién di Thyy S?
“Chuyén gi... sao anh lai...” T6i ngdp ngimng hoi. “Da ¢ chuyén gi xay ra sao?”

““Anh tht ngu ngdc.”” Anh ¢ dau. “Tir trude d6 anh da nay ra vai diéu.” Anh hit th thit sdu. “Anh da t6i can ho cta ba dé ly vai gidy o cho Quj. Va
anh ching bict vi sao - ¢6 the 1 sau khi xem nhitng birc anh Suze va Ernie lic sang” Anh ngurde n. “Nhung anh thay minh lyc khap phong lam viéc cta
ba d€ tim kiém nhiing birc anh cli. Anh anh hoi bé. Anh hai me con. Anh thue sy khong biét minh dang tim kiém cai gi nita. Bat cur thir gi, anh doan
vay.”

“Anh c6 tim thiy gi khong?”

Luke ra hi¢u v& phia nhitng gidy t& bay bira trén ban va t6i ling ting liéc nhin ngay lap tirc. “Ching 1 gi vay?”

“La thur. Do bd anh giri. Nhitng 14 thu ong 4y viét cho me sau khi ho chia tay, 15, 20 nam trude, cau xin ba hdy gip anh.” Giong anh v6 cam con toi thi
thén trong nhin anh.

“Nghia 1a sao?”

“Y anh mudn ndi 1 6ng da van xin ba t6i tham anh,” giong Luke déu déu. “Ong dé nghi s& thanh toan hoa don khach san. Ong dé nghi i s& di cling anh.
Ong yéu cau hét lan nay toi lan khac... va anh da khong bict dicu d6.” Anh voi tay lay vai to 161 dua cho t6i. “Day, emtu doc di.”

Cb gidu sy chodng vang, t6i bt ddu doc hrét chung, nhap vao dau vai cum tir chd nay chd kia.
Luke mudn gip me né dén tuyét vong... khong thé hiéu ndi théi do cuia co...

“Nhimmg 14 thur ndy gidi thich rét nhiéu diéu. Ha ra ngudi chong moi cia ba khong hé ngiin ba dua anh di cing ho. Ong y ¢6 vé | mdt ngwoi rét tir t€.
Ong ay dong tinh v6i bo anh ring anh nén dén choi. Nhung ba ay khong thich.” Anh nhiin vai. “Ma anh nghi sao ba ay lai phai mu6n nhi?”

..mHt cau bé théng minh dang yéu... dang bo 1 mdt co hdi tuyét voi...
“Luke, chuyén ny... tht kinh khing,” t6i n6i khong thoa dang Em.
“Piéu tdi t& nhat 14, anh da udn trit hét 1n bd me anh. Khi anh con nhd. Anh da luén db 16i cho ho.”

Toi dot nhién thdy canh Annabel va khu6n mit ndng hiu, 4n cin ctia ba; gwrong mit ctia bd Luke khi 6ng dang bi mit viét nhitng 14 thu ndy - rdi cam
thay tire dién 1én véi Elinor. Ba ta khdng xting dang véi Luke. Ba ta khong ximg dang voi bat ¢t gia dinh nao.

Im ing bao trim, chi con tiéng mira roi déu déu bén ngoai. Toi gio tay ra va siét chit ban tay Luke, ¢ ging truyén nhicu tinh yéu va sy 4m ap nhét ma



t01 c6 the.

“Luke, em chic 1 bd me anh hiéu. VA...” t6i nudt tit ca nhirng gi ma minh thyre sy mudn n6i vé Elinor. “Va em chic 1 Elinor thue sy mudn anh & d6. Y
em 13, c6 thé hoi d6 viée nay rat kho khin voi ba, hodc... hodc 1a c6 thé do ba phai di xa nhiéu...”

“C6 diéu ndy anh chura bao gid ké cho em” Luke ngiit 1. “Hay bét cir ai.”” Anh nging dau Ién. “Anh da t6i gip me anh hdi 14 tudi.”
“Céi gi?” t6i stng st nhin anh. “Nhung em nghi anh d4 n6i | anh chura bao gio...”

“P 1 chuyén tham quan New York ciia truong. Anh da phai chién dau 4c figt dé duge di. Me va bd khong dong ¥ cho di, hién nhién rdi, nhung cudi
cung ho danh chiu thua. Ho bao 1a me anh dang di vang, néu khong thi dwong nhién 14 ba rat muon gip anh.”

Luke Vi tay Ay chai whisky va rot thémmot Iy nita. “Anh khong kim dugc, anh phéi c6 gip ba. Nhd ho nham.”” Anh nhin vé phia trudc, di ngon tay
quanh mi¢ng ly. “Thé Ia... trude khi chuyén di két thuc bon anh dugc tw do mdt ngiy. Nhitng nguoi khac di dén EmpireStateBuilding, Nhung anh kn
tron di. Anh co dia chi cta ba, 10i anh chi dén va ngdi ngoai tda nha ctia ba. PO khong phai 1 toa nha ba dang & bay gio, 1 toa nha khéc, xa trén Pai 16
C6ng vién. Anh ngdi trén bac thém, con dén tinh cir nhin anh khi ho di ngang qua, nhung anh khéng thém quan tim.”

Anh nhdp thém mdt ngum rurgu va i nhin anh, clmg do. Toi khong dam gy ra tiéng dong nao. Toi gan nhur ki khong dam tho.

“Sau d6, khoang 12 gio, mdt nguoi phu nir dira. Ba dy ¢6 mdi toc den, khodc chiéc 40 khodc tuyét dep. Anh biét mit ba qua anh. D6 1a me anh.” Anh
im ling trong gidy lat. “Anh... anh dimg déy. Ba nhin lén va thay anh. Ba nhin anh chura t6i ndm giy. Roi ba quay di. Nhu thé ba khong nhin thay anh
vay. Ba Ién taxi va di khdi, tat ca 1a vay.” Anh nhiim nghién niit. “Anh thAm chi con khdng cé co hdi bude téi mot bude.”

“Anh... anh da lam gi?”” t6i ngap ngung hoi.

““Anh roi khoi d6. Roi anh lang thang khidp thanh phd. Va anh tyr thuyét phuc bén than | ba da khong nhan ra anh. DX | nhimg gi anh ty nhi. Réng ba
khong biét i trong anh thé nao; ring c6 thé 1 ba khong biét d6 1 anh.”

“Ding rdi, ¢6 thé diing I thé!” t6i hiing hai n6i. “Lam sao ma ba c6 thé...”
T6i im bt khi anh v6i tay iy mdt 14 thu giri bing méy bay miu xanh da bac mau c6 ghim thir gi do trén dau.
“Day 14 thur bd anh viét cho ba béo ring anh sdp t6i,” anh ndi. Anh cAm t& gidy 1én va ti choang vang. “Va day 1 anh.”

Toi nhin vao mit ciia mdt cau thiéu nién. Mot Luke muroi bén tudi. Cau bé mic dong phuc hoc sinh, anh 6 kiéu toc that kinh khing; thue ra thi kho ma
nhén ra anh duoc. Nhung d6 i d6i nit den huyén ctia anh, nhin ra thé gii v6i anh it vira cuong quyét vira hy vong,

Toi ching thé néi gi. Khi t6i thiy khudn nit ngwong nghiu, rut ré ctia anh, t6i mubn khoc.

“Em da hoan toan dting, Becky. Anh dén New York dé giy 4n twong voi me anh. Anh mubn me dimg siing trén phd, quay lai va... va nhin chiim cham..
va tu hao...”

“Ba tur hao vé anh ma!”
“Khong hé!” Anh kh& cudi nira miéng, “Anh nén bo cudc thi hon.”
“Khong!” t6i n6i, hoi tré mot chit. Toi gio tay ra cam Ay tay ciia Luke, cam thdy hoan toan bat Iwc. Hoan toan dugc nudng chiéu va che cho néuso
sanh. Toi 1on In, y thire duge rang bo me coi toi la thir tuyét voi nhat the gidi; biet rang ho yéu toi, va luon luon yéu t6i du toi co lam bat ctr dicu gi di
chang nita.

“Anh xin 161, cudi cing Luke néi. “Anh di n6i qua nhiéu vé& chuyén nay roi. Hay quén né di. Emmudn n6i gi vay?”
“Khong ¢6 g, t6i néi ngay. “Chuyén do... khong ¢6 van dé gi. Pé sau ciing duge.”
Bdng nhién dém cudi dwong nhur céch xa hing triéu dm. Toi vo vién to gidy ghi chép cia minh roi ném vao thing rac. RO ti ngd quanh céin phong bira
bon. Nhitng la th tung tée khap ban, qua cudi chat dong trong goc phong, d6 dac khap phong. That khong thé nao thoat dugc cue song cua chinh
minh khi song trong mot can h & Manhattan.
“Minh ra ngoai an di,” toi dimg bat ddy n6i. “Roi xem phim hay dai loai thé.”
“Anh khong d6i,” Luke noi.
“Piéu d6 khong quan trong, Chi i noi ndy qua... chét chdi.” Téi tim tay Luke va kéo manh. “Nao, ra khoi day di. Va quén hét moi chuyén. Tat ca.”

Chimg t6i ra khoi nha va di bo, tay trong tay, t6i rap chiéu phim, mé méai xem mdt bd phim vé mafia. Xem xong, chiing t6i di bd qua vai 16 nha dén mdt
nh hing nh6 4m cling mi chiing t6i biét, goi ruwrou vang d6 va mon risotto.

Chung t6i khong mot 1an nhéc dén Elinor. Thay vio d6, ching t6i n6i vé thoi tho du ctia Luke & Devon. Anh ké cho t6i nghe vé nhitng chuyén picnic &



bii bién, mot can nha trén ciy ma bd da lam cho anh trong virdn, va vé cd em gai cling cha khac me Zoe cling lii ban luon bam dudi khién anh phat rd
1én. Roi anh ké vé Annabel. V& viée ba da ddi véi anh tuyét voi nhur thé nao, ba da tir t& voi moi ngudi ra sao; va anh chura bao gio cam thiy ba yéu anh
it hon, du chi Ia mdt chit, so voi Zoe, con dé cuia ba.

R&i ching t6i ngip ngimg n6i vé nhirg didu mi ching t6i chura bao gior dung cham dén. Nhur ¢6 con chéing han. Luke mudn ¢6 ba dtra. Toi mudn... trm,
sau khi d3 ching kién canh Suze tr& da, t6i khong nghi B t6i mudn c6 dira ndo, nhung t6i khong néi viy. Toi gat dau khi anh n6i “hodc ¢ thé i bdn” va
tur i liéu ti 6 thé vo nhu ¢ thai 101 bi mit nhan con nudi khong nhi.

Dén cubi budi t0i, 01 nghi Luke da d& chju hon rit nhidu. Ching t0i di b vé nha, i ra giudng va cling chim vao gidc ngii luon. Gitta dém khi toi nira tinh
nira mo va t6i nghi da nhin thay Luke ding bén ctra s6 nhin ra man d&m. Nhung t6i lai nga di mat trude khi chac chan diéu do.

Sang hém sau, 6 tinh ddy, miéng kho khdc va dau nhirc nhu bla bb. Luke da ddy va t6i nghe thiy tiéng lach cach trong bép, vy co thé 1 anh dang
chuin bi cho t6i mdt bira sang that ngon anh. T6i c6 thé udng chut ca phé, va ¢6 1§ ca mdt it banh mi. Va rdi..

Bung t6i thot 1én vi cing thing. Toi phai ngim déing nudt cay. T6i phéi ndi cho anh biét vé hai d4m cudi.

Dém qua a dém qua. Puong nhién 1 lic d6 t6i khong thé am duoe gi. Nhung gio 12 bubi sang va t6i khong thé chos duoc nita. Toi biét dy i thoi diem
kinh khiing, t61 biét hién nay d6 1a di€u cudi cting anh muon nghe. Nhung t6i phai cho anh biét.

Toi nghe théy tiéng anh di trén hanh lang, v t6i hit mdt hoi tht sau, ¢ tht binh tinh.
“Nghe ndy Luke,” t0i néi khi canh cira bat mo. “Em biét ddy 1 thoi diém t5i t8. Nhung em rét can ni chuyén voi anh. Ching ta gip ric r6i roi.”

“Chuyén gi vay?”” Robyn ndi khi bude vao phong. “Toi hy vong 1 khong lién quan dén dam cu6il” Chi ta miic mdt bd dd miu xanh lo; di doi gidy da
tron va bung khay d6 an sang. “Péy roi, cung, Chit ca phé s& khién cung tinh ngii!”

T61 dang mo a? Robyn dang lam gi trong phong ngii ctia toi vay?

“T6i di Ay banh nuréng,” chi ta vui vé ndi rdi bién mét khoi cin phong. Toi yéu 6t nga ngudi ra gdi, dau dc t6i cng ra, ¢ hiéu xem chi ta im gi & ddy.
Dot nhién bd phim vé& mafia tdi qua lai hién ra trong dau t6i va ti thdy hoang so. Oi Chia oi. RS rang qué m.

Chi ta d4 phét hién ra dam cudi kia - va thé i chi ta dén dé giét toi.

Robyn lai di qua cira, voi mdt gid banh nmuréng xGp, va mim cuoi khi dat nd xudng. T6i nhin lai, chét khiép vi so hai.

“Robyn!” t6i khan khan giong n6i. “Téi khong nghi lai giip ¢6. Ching phai | hoi... somsao?”

“Mbi khi lién quan dén khach hang, thi khong co gl goi ki som qué ca,” Robyn nhéy mit n6i. “Toi ludn sén sang phyc vy, sudt ngy dém.” Chi ta ngdi
xuong chi€c ghé banh canh giurong va rét cho t6i mdt tach ca phé.

“Nhung lim thé nio ma ¢6 vao day duoc?”

“T6i cay khoa. Pua thoi! Luke cho t6i vao khi anh dira!”

T6i & mdt minh trong czin hd véi chi ta. Chi ta da bay duoc t6i roi.

“Luke da di Bm rdi sa0?”

“T6i khong chiic ¢6 phéi anh 4y di lam hay khong,” Robyn ngap ngimg tu Ir. “Trong gidng nhur anh Ay di tap chay bo hon.”
“Chay by?”

Luke khong chay b.

“Nao, ubng ca phé di - rdi t6i s& cho ¢6 xem thir ma ¢6 mong doi. Thir ma tét ca ching ta mong doi.” Chi ta nhin dong hd. “Nén nhé [ t6i s& phai di
trong 20 phit nira!”

Toi do dan nhin chi ta.

“Becky, ¢6 on chir? C6 nhé i ching ta c6 cude hen dy chir?”

Mét ky trc map mo bét dau lot vao tam tri toi, nhur cai bong qua min vai mong, Robyn. Bira sang gip mit. O dung roi.
Sao t6i lai dong ¥ gip trong lic An sang nhi?

“Puong nhién 1 t6i nhé chir!” cudi cing t6i thdt én. “Toi chi hoi... ¢o biét ddy, choang vang thoi”



“Co khong can phai giai thich dau!” Robyn vui vé ndi. “Co 9§n nu6e cam tuoi. Va mot bita sang ngon lanh. Toi ndi didu ndy voi tat ca cac cd dau: co
phai chém séc ban than! Chang ich gi khi bo ddi ban than rdi lan ra ngat xiu ngay trén bé tho' ca. An miéng banh nirdng di.”” Chi ta luc loi trong tii. “Nhin
nay! Cudi cuing chiing ta cling da c6 nd!”

T6i ngly ra nhin c4i ménh méu bac lung linh mé chi ta dang cam

“Cai gi vay?”

“N6 1a vai cho dém gdi”” Robyn ndi. “Pugc diic biét nhdp vé tir Trung Qudc ddy. Thir ma vi n6, ching t6i ludn gip rc rdi véi hai quan! C6 khong thé
khong nhd, diing khdng nao?”

“O! Khong, duong nhién i khong ril” t6i voi vang néi. “Vang, trong nd... dang yéu ghé. Rét dep.”

“Nao Becky, con c6 chuyén ndy nita,” Robyn noi. Chi ta bé manh vai sang mdt bén va ngudc 1én véi vé mit nghiém nghi. “Sy thit 1... t6i dang rét lo
ling”

T6i cam thiy mdt con cang thing moi va nhip mdt ngum ca phé dé che gidu. “Thét sao Chuyén gi... chuyén gi khién ¢6 lo Eing vay?

“Chung t6i khong hé nhan dugc bt ctr hoi am ndo tir phia cac vi khach moi bén Anh ctia ¢6 ca. Khong thiy la sa0?”

Trong mdt thoang, t6i khong cit ndi 1oi.

“O... phai,” cubi cung toi noi. “La that.”

“Ngoai bb me Luke da nhén 1oi trude d6. Puong nhiér} ho n?lmtrong dgmh sach khach moi cuia Elinor nén ho d4 nhin duoc giéy moi sémhon mit chL'lt,’
nhung du vay thi...” Chi ta y tach ca phé cua t6i va uong mdt ngum “Um 'Ngon qua. Du la t6i ty n6i vay thoi! Nao, gio thi t6i khong mubn bude toi bat
clraila cu xir t€ ca. Nhng’chL'mg ta can phai bat dau thu ve mit vai con sO 10i. VAy néu t6i goi vai cude dién thoai lich thiép sang Anh thi s& khong sao
chir? T61 da co tat ca cac so dién thoai trong co s dir li¢u roi...”

“Khong!” t6i n6i, dot nhién bat ddy. “Dumg goi ai ca! Y t6i k... ¢6 s& nhan dwoc hdi 4m, t6i hira ddy.”

“Chi I rét la thoil” Robyn trdm ngam “Chéng nhin duoc tin tirc gi... TAt ca bon ho déu da nhan duoc gidy moi, ding khong?”

“Puong nhién 1 viy! Toi dam chédc d6 chi a do so suat thoi.” Toi bt dau van vo khéin tréi girong. “C6 s& nhin duoc hoi 4m trong vong mdt tun thoi.
T6i c6 thé... bao damnhur vay.”

“Cha, tit nhién t6i hy vong vay! Vi sip hét thoi gian! Chiing ta chi con bdn tuén nira thoil”
“Toi biét!” t6i thdt Ién the thé va udng thém mdt ngum ca phé, thue long ao wde n6 1 vodka.
Bén tudn.

Oi Chua oi.

“T6i 1ot thém cho cumng nhé?”” Robyn dimg day - rdi lai cti xubng, “Céi gi day?” chi ta n6i voi vé thich thi va nhit mdt o gidy nim trén san nha. “Céi nay
6 phai la thuc don khong?”’

T6i ngwde 1én nhin - va tim toi nhu ngimg dép. Chi ta cAmmot trong s6 nhing o fax ciia me.

Thire don cua ddm cudi kia.

Moi thir déu dang & d6, ngay dudi gim girong, Néu chi ta bt dau nhin...

“Khong c6 gi” t6i ndi, gidt Ky t& gidy tir tay chi ta. “Chi ... trm... thuc don cho mdt... mt bira tiéc...”
“C6 s& t chirc mot bira tiéc?”

“Ching ti... dang dur tinh nhur vay.”

“Phai r0i, néu ¢d can gitip 4o Ién ké hoach t chirc n6 thi cir noi nhé!” Robyn ha giong ddy tin tudng, *“Va 10 khuyén nho nhd nhé?”” Chi ta chi vao thyc
don cuia me. “T6i nghi ¢6 s€ thay nhiing mén banh va nem cudn 1a hoi 161 thoi r6i.”

“Ding vay. O... Camon.”
Toi phai tong cd nguoi phu nit nay ra khoi dy. Ngay lap tirc. Trude khi chi ta imra cai gi khac nita.

Bit thinh finh, t6i quing dam chéiin ra dang sau va nhay ra khoi giuong,



“Robyn, thuc ra thi t6i van cam thiy khong dugc khoe im. Chiing ta c6 thé... ¢6 thé ban nhimng viée con lai vao mdt lic khac khong?”

“T6i hiéu. Chi ta v0 vai toi. “Toi s& dé c6 yén tinh nghi ngoi.”

“Nhén tién,” t6i bdng n6i khi ching t6i ra dén cira. “Toi chi thic mic... C6 biét diéu khoan vé tién bdi thuong trong ban hop dong ctia ¢ chir?”
“Co6!” Robyn turoi cudi voi toi.

“Hoi vi to md thoi.” Toi cudi nho. “Co da bao gio thuc sy Ay khoan d6 chua?”

“~0, chi co vai Jan thoi!” Robyn néi. Chi ta ngimg lai dé hdi twong, “Mot ¢b nang ngu xudn di ¢b chay trén dén Phan Lan... nhung cudi cing ching toi
van tim thay c0 ta... Gap lai c6 saunhé, Becky!”

“Hen gap lai!” T6i n6i voi cai giong hdn hd phit hop véi giong chi ta, dong cira lai, tim dap thinh thich.

Chi ta s& tom dugc minh. Chi con i vén d& thoi gian thoi.

koK

Negay khi t6i noi laim viéc, t6i goi dién dén vin phong ciia Luke va gip tro Iy ctia anh, Julia.

“Chao,” t61 ndi, “t01 ndi chuyén voi Luke duge khong?”

“Luke da goi dién bao 6m,” Julia n6i voi giong ngac nhién. “C6 khong biét sa0?”

T6i kinh ngac sting nhin cai dng nghe. Luke bi dm? O! C6 & dur 4m con say ruou ctia anh tham chi con kinh hoang hon ctia t6i.
Chét tiét, suyt nira I t6i am 16 tay ca.

“O phail” t6i voi n6i. “Bring vay! Gioy 6 nhiic dén viéc d6... Puong nhién i t6i biét! Anh iy bj sot qua chimg. Va... bung... bung anh dy. Toi chot quén
mit, vay thoi”

“Vang, cho ching toi giri 101 hoi thim anh &y nhé.”
“Vang!”

Khi dat dién thoai xubng, t6i nhan ra 1 minh da phan tmg hoi qué khich. Y t6i 13, d4u c6 ai dinh sa thai Luke dau? Di sao thi d6 ciing 1 cong ty ctia anh
ay m.

Thyrc ra t6i hai long vi anh da nghi mdt hom.
Nhung dii vy. Luke dang bi 5m. Anh chéng bao gior 5m.
Va anh ciing khong bao gios tap chay bd. Chuyén gi thé nhi?

sk

L& ra t0i s& di udng cing Erin sau gidr kim, nhung thay vao do, toi vién cé dé khong di va voi vé nha. Khi bude vao, can h 1 md i, va trong mdt
khoénh khac, t6i nghi Luke chura vé. Nhung r6i toi nhin thay anh dang ngdi buon ba ¢ ban, anh mic quan thé thao va 4o gio.

Rét cude thi ching t6i ciing ¢6 mdt budi tdi cho riéng minh. Puroc 1di, chinh 1 lic nay day. Cubi ciing t6i ciing s& n6i cho anh biét moi chuyén.
“Chao anh,” t6i ndi va tha minh xudng chiéc ghé bén canh anh. “Anh thdy kha hon i chir? Em goi t6i chd 1am ctia anh va ho ni anh bi 5m.”
Im ling

“Anh ching c6 tAm tri ndo dé di im,” cudi cing Luke ciing n6i.

“Anh da Am gi sudt ca ngdy nay? C6 thrc 1 anh di chay bo khong?”’

“Anh di dao khé xa,” Luke néi. “Va anh da suy nghi rat nhiéu.”

“V&... me anh?”” Toi ngéip ngimg noi.

“Phai, vé me anh. V& rit nhiéu thir khic nita.” Anh quay lai va t6i ngac nhién vi anh chura cao rau. Um Thyre ra t61 kha thich anh khong cao rau.

“Nhung anh 6n chir?”



“P6 Ia vén dé,” anh ndi sau mdt thoang ngdp ngimg, “Anh ¢ 6n khong?”

“Han 1a t6i qua anh d uong hoi nhicu qua ay ma.” Toi vira cdi 4o khoac, wira sap xép nhirng 101 s noi. “Luke, nghe nay. C6 chuyén nay rat quan trong
ma em can phai n6i voi anh. Emda tri hoan van d€ nay may tuan nay roi...”

“Becky, emda bao gio nghi dén nhitng duong phd dan chéo nhau & Manhattan chua?” Luke ngit 1 to1. “Thirc sw nghi v& n6?”
“O... chra,” t6i n6i, do dw mdt lic. “Em khong thé noi i da timg nghii vé& n6.”

“N6 giong nhur... mot 4n du cho cude doi. Em nghil minh tyr do di bét cir dau ciing duge. Nhung thy ra...” Anh ding ngon tay v& mdt duong théing trén
it ban. “Em hoan toan bi diéu khién: Ién hodc xuong, Trai hodc phai... Khong cé lya chon ndo khac.”

“Diing vdy,” t6i n6i sau mot thoang ngdp ngimg, “Tat nhién roi. Chuyén 1 thé nay, Luke...”

“Cudc doi nén Ia mot khong gian mo, Becky a. Emnén dugc bude di trén bét ctr nga duong nao emchon. ”
“Emnghi...”

“Hom nay anh d di bo tir ddu niy dén dau kia hon dao ny.”

“Thét sao?” Toi nhin anh cham chi. “O... tai sao?”

“Anh ngude 1én nhin & mdt diém, va anh bi vay quanh boi nhitng cao dc van phong, Anh met troi phan chiéu tir nhitg canh cira sb kinh day. Phan chiéu
nIoC Xubi.”

“Nghe ¢6 vé dep nhi,” t6i n6i khong théa déng im

“Em 6 hiéu nhitng gi anh dang n6i khong déy?” anh nhin ti chitm chéim, va dot nhién toi nhén thy quang thim dui mt anh. Cha o, trong anh mét
moi qua. “Anh sang vao Manhattan... va bi giam him Bi giam hiim trong chinh thé gidi ctia nd, phan chi¢u nguroc xudi ma khong cé 16i thoat.”

“Cha... diing thé, emnghi vAy. Trtr viéc... d6i khi troi mura, ding khong?”
“Va con ngudi ciing thé.”
“Vay sao?”

“PAy l thé gi6i m hién nay ching ta dang song. Tu suy tw. Tu amanh. Co ban l vo nghia. Nhin anh chang trong bénh vién xem. 33 tudi - va anh ta bj
dau tim Neéu anh ta chét thi sao. Li€u anh ta d& ¢ mdt cude doi man nguyén?”’

‘O...
“Anh da co mit cudc séng mén nguyén chua? Hay ndi that cho anh bit, Becky. Nhin anh va ndi di.”
“Cha... irm... dwong nhién 1 ¢6 roil”

“Nhamnhf” Anh iy mot t& bao ciia Cong ty Truyén thong Brandon moi phat hanh va nhin chiim chim vao d6. “Cude doi anh chinh i nhu thé nay day.
Nhitng mau tin tirc vo nghia.” Trude sy choang vang cuia 61, anh bat dau xé tan nd ra. “Dam giay 16n v nghia chet tigt.”

Dot nhién t6i nhan thiy anh dang xé cé t ké khai tai khoan ngin hing chung ctia ching t6i nira.

“Luke! D6 Ia to ké khai ngan hang ctia ching ta!”

“Thi sao nd0? N6 quan trong Eim sao? Chi a mdt vai con s6 v nghiia. Ai thém quan tim co ch?””

O déy c6 gi d6 khong 6n.

“C6 chiitt gi quan trong khong co chir?”” Anh tung vun gidy Ién san nha, va t6i budc 1ong phai cti xudng nhit Ién. “Becky, em that ¢ Iy.”

“Em ¢ ly?” T6i canh gidc noi.

C6 cai g d6 rat khong 6n & ddy.

“Tét ca ching ta déu bi vt chit chi phdi qua mirc. Amanh v& sy thanh cong, v tién, vé viée b gly 4n turong voi nhitng ngudi ma chiing bao gios bidn

tuwong, diemco lmgi...” Dot nhién anh ngimg lai, the that manh. “Chinh tinh nhan van méi 14 quan trong. Ching ta nén hiéu biét vé nhitng nguoi vo gia
cu. Chiing ta nén hi€u biét nhitng ngurdi nong dan Bolivia.”



“A... vang,” t6i n6i sau mot thoang ngap ngimg, “Tuy nhién...”

“Ca ngly nay trong du anh ludn quay cudng suy nghi v& diéu em da néi trude ddy. Va gios thi anh khong thé quén duoc.”

“D6 I gi?”” Toi lo king n6i

“Emda noi...” anh ngdp ngimg, dudng nhu dang cb tim tir ‘ngit thich hop. “Emda n6i ring ching ta chi ¢ trén hanh tinh nay trong mot khoang thoi gian
qué ngan. Va dén cudi ciing, didu gi i quan trong hon? Biét ring mbt vai con s6 vo nghia cin bang - hay biét ring em  con ngudi mi em mong mudn
trd thanh?”

Toi ha héc mdm nhin anh. “Nhung... nhung d6 chi 1 nhitng diéu em bia ra thoi! Em da khong nghiém tic...”

““Anh khong phai o con ngwdi ma anh mudn tré thanh, Becky a. Anh khong nghi minh d ¢6 lic ndo ki con ngudi anh mong mudn. Anh da bj che mit.
Anh da bi am anh boi tat ca nhitng tha sai lam...”

“Thoi ndo!” toi vira n6i vira siét chit tay anh day khich 1. “Anh 1 Luke Brandon! Anh thanh cong, dep trai va gidu co..

“Anh khong phai la con nguoi mi I€ ra anh nén lam Vin dé 1, bay g0 anh khong biét con ngudi do 1 nhur thé ndo. Anh khong biét minh muén trd thanh
ai... mudn lim gi véi cude doi minh... nén di con dudng ndo...” anh d6 sup xudng phia trude va iy tay 6m dau. “Becky, anh cn c¢6 cau tra 101

To6i khong tin ndi didu nay. O tudi 34, Luke dang bi khing hoang trung nién.
*k
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53 PHO WALL

NEWYORK, NY 10005

Ngay 7 thang Muoi mot, nim 2001

C6 Rebecca Bloomvvood

Canho B251 Phd 11 Tay

New York, NY 10014

C6 Bloomvvood than mén,

Camon cd vi Ia thu vao ngay 21 thang Nam. Toi rat vui i c6 d3 bt dAu coi t6i 1 mdt ngudi ban t6t, va dé tra 1i cho cAu hoi clia ¢6, sinh nhét cta toi
31 thang Muoi.

Toi ciing nghii ring d4m cudi i sy vu rat ton kém. Tuy nhién, rat tiéc 1 t6i khong thé néng han mirc théu chi ctia ¢6 tir 5.000 d6 la 1én 105.000 d6 la vao
thoi diem nay dugc.

Thay vao do, t6i c6 thé sin sang gitip ¢ tang han mirc 1én 6.000 d6 la, va toi hy vong diéu nay s& gitip dugc cho cd phan ndo.
Tréan trong,

Walt Pitman

Giam dbc Dich vu Khéch hang
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S6 49 dudng Drakeford

Potters Bar

Hertfordshire

Ngay 27 thang Nam nim 2002

Ong Malcolm Bloomwood camon ba Elinor Sherman rat nhiéu vi 101 mdi than 4i dén du ddm cudi ciia Becky va Luke tai Plaza ngy 22 théng Sau.
Nhung khong may 1a dng dy phai tir choi vi ong bi gily chén.
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The Oaks

S6 41 Puong Elton

Oxshott, Surrey

Ngay 27 thang Nam nam 2002

Ong ba Martin Webster cam on ba Elinor Sherman rét nhicu vi o1 mi thén 4i dén du dam cudi cia Becky va Luke tai Plaze ngay 22 théng Sau. Nhung
that khong may 1a ho phai tir choi, vi ca hai déu bi viém tuyén bach cau.
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S6 9 duong Foxtrot

Reigate

Surrey

Ngay 27 thang Nam nam 2002

Ong ba Tom Webster cam on ba Elinor Sherman rat nhiéu vi Ioi moi thén ai &én dy dam cudi ciia Becky va LuketaiPlaza ngiy 22 théng Sau. Nhung
that khong may Ia ho phai tir choi vi con chd cung cuia ho wira qua doi.

Ban dang doc truyén Tin Pé Shopping Ldy Chong duge ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chwong 17

CHUYEN NAY PANG vuot qui mdt tro dia rdi ddy. Luke da khong di im hon mot tuAn nay. Va anh ciing khong cao réu. Anh ci fién tuc ra ngodi
va lang thang & nhung noi nao c6 Chiia mai bit duge va mai dén sém tinh mo moi vé nha. R6i hdm qua, t6i di lam vé thay anh da demnira s6 gidy ctia
minh cho nhitng nguoi qua duong,

Toi thiy that tuyét vong. Chéing c6 nd hrc ndo cta t6i thanh cong ca. Toi da thir tur ndu cho anh nhitng bat xtp bd dudng, (It nht thi trén vo lon ¢6 ghi la
b6 dudng va tur lam). Toi da thir yéu anh mot cach diu dang, ndng nhiét. Chuyén d6 rt tuyét, (va khi viéc d6 dién ra thi ciing khé 1au). Nhung rt cude
ciing khong thay déi duogc gi. Sau cing thi anh lai van y nhu vay, chi i rii va nhin chiim chim vao khoang khong.

Viée t6i ¢b lam nhidu nhét 1 ngdi xudng néi chuyén véi anh. Doi khi t6i thire sw nghi minh da dat duoc diéu gi d6. Nhung rdi anh hoac 1 quay tré lai
trang thai trAm cam, hogic 1 n6i “Ich gi?” va lai di ra ngoai. Ric r6i thire sw & ddy i, ching c6 didu gi anh ndi ra lai ¢6 Iy ca. Chi mt phit trude anh con
1n6i rang mudn tir bo cong ty va tham gia chinh trurong, trai tim anh dat & d6 va anh s¢ khong bao gio phan boi. (Chinh tri? Trudc ddy anh ¢6 bao gio
nhic dén chinh tri dau.). Ay thé m chi lat sau, anh da lai n6i rang lam bd mdi 1 tat ca nhing i anh mudn, hiy sinh sau dira con rdi thi anh s& & nha va
tr¢ thanh mdt ong bd noi tro.

Trong khi d6, trg' 1y ctia anh lién tuc goi dén hang ngy dé xem Luke da kha hon chura, va t6i cang ngly cang phéi phat minh ra nhimg chi tiét ghé gom
hon. Thye & thi hién nay anh dang bi bénh dich rdi.

Toi thyc sy tuyét vong, sang nay i da goi cho Michael va anh Ay hira s& ghé qua xem ¢6 thé gitip durge g khong, Néu ¢6 ai do ¢ thé giip, do 1a
Michael

Con chuyén dam cudi...

Toi thay phat dm mdi khi nghi dén n. Con ba tuin nira. Toi vin chéing nghi ra duoc giai phép ndo ca.

Séng ndo me ciiing goi cho t6i va chiing hiéu bang cach ndo, rdi néi chuyén voi me hoan toan binh thudng. Chiéu nio Robyn ciing goi cho ti va ciing
khong hiéu sao t6i ¢ theé noi chuyén hoan toan binh thurong voi chi ta. Gan day t6i tham chi con dua bao rang s€ khong xuat hién vao ngay cudi. Ching
t01 curdi, va Robyn nira duia nira that “Toi s€ kién c6!” con tdi thi co khong mirc nd mdt cach cudng loan.

T6i c6 cam gidc minh dang roi tyr do. Lao thing xudng dat ma khong ¢6 Ay mot chiéc di

T6i khong biét minh kim bang cach ndo. Toi da trrot vao mdt vimg hoan toan m6i, virot qué ca hoang loan thong thudng, virot qué ca nhimg giai phap
thong thurong, Chi ¢d phép mau mdi ctru duge toi.


http://ebookfull.net

V& co ban thi d6 14 diéu ma hién gio t6i dang dat hy vong vao. Toi da thép 50 cay nén & nha thd Thanh Thomas va 50 cdy nén nira & nha thd Théanh
Patrick, va toi da dat 1oi cAu nguyén Ién bang cau nguyén & gido duong Do Thai trén phd 65, va con dang hoa cho nit than Ganesh ctia dao Hindu. Thém
nita, c6 mdt nhém ngudi & Ohio ma t6i tim thiy qua mang dang ngity dém cau nguyén cho toi.

{t niéit thi ho cling dang cAu cho i tim thAy hanh phiic sau nhitng nd lyc d4u tranh cia 0i voi chimg nghién rou. Toi khong thé gii thich dugc ddy du
cau chuyén vé hai dam cu6i cho cha Gilbert, dac biét sau khi doc bai thuyet giaig ctia cha ve viéc Chua da dau don vi su ira d6i nhur khi Quy moc niit
nguoi chinh nghia. Vay 14 t6i bia ra chuyén nghién rugu, vi ho da c6 mdt trang vé nd.

Chang c6 chit thoi | gian nao dé nghi ngoi. Toi tham chi khong thé thu giin & nha. Can ho nhu dang thit nghet Ay toi. Qua cudi trong nhitng hop glay to
tudng chét day o tit ca phong. Me giri fax cho t6i khoang 50 Jan hang ngity, con Robyn thi tat qua bét ctr khi ndo ¢6 ta mudn, va c6 ca mot tuyén tap
mang che mat va khiin doi d4u trong phong khach Dream Dress giri cho t6i mi khong thém hoi y kién.

“Becky?” Toi ngude 1én khoi tach ca phé sang ctia minh va thdy Danny dang lig thitng di vao bép. “Cira mo. Khong di lim sao?”

“Hoémnay té xin nghi.”

“Véy a.” Anh v6i iy mt miu banh qué va can mdt miéng, “Thé tinh hinh bénh nhén thé nao r6i?”

“Hai hude day”

“Hoi that m.” Trong mdt thoang, trong Danny c¢6 vé lo Fing that Iong, va t6i ciing cam thiy minh d& cang thing mot chit. “Luke da hét cai trd d6 chwa?”
“Chua han,” t0i thi nhén va mit anh sang 15 lén.

“Vay [ ¢6 thém quan 40 ndo bj cho di khong?”’

“Khong!” t6i phan nd ndi. “Khong c6 dau. Va dimg c6 nghi i cau c6 thé giir doi giay d6!

“C4i d6i Pradas méi ctmg d6 ha? Cau dua a! N6 1 cta t6. Luke da tang n6 cho t6. Néu anh 4y khong mubn ¢6 né nita...”

“Anh dy mubn. Anh 4y s& mubén. Anh Ay chi... hoi stress vao lic ndy thoi. Ai ma ché bi stress! Thé khong c6 nghiia 1 cau c6 thé Iy gidy cia ho!”

“Ai ciing bi stress. Nhung chéng ai cho mdt ngudi hoan toan xa la to 100 d6 la ca.”

“Thét sa0?” t6i lo ling ngude én. “Anh dy da lam thé sao?”

“Té da thiy anh 4y ¢ ga dién ngdm. C6 mdt g toc dai, 6m ghi ta... Luke di dén chd anh ra va dua anh ta mdt ndm tién. Tham chi gi d6 khong hé xin x6
gl. Thuc ra thi trong gi c6 vé bi xtic pham.”

“Oi Chia oi...”
“Céu biét t6 nghi thé ndo khong? Anh Ay can mdt tuan triing mat dai, thur gian tuyét voi. Cac cau dinh di dau?”

Oikhong, Lai roi ty do. Tuln tring mét. Toi tham chi con chua dt vé. Lam sao t6i c6 thé co chir? Tham chi t6i con khong biét ching t6i s& ¢t canh tir
cai san bay chét tiét ndo nira.

“Bon t6... PO 11 mot dicu bit ngd,” cudi cling toi néi. “Bon 6 s& cong bd trong ngay curdi.”

“Thé cau dang nu gi vay?”” Danny nhin bép 10, va mdt cai ndi dang s6i stng suc. “Canh cdy? Um, ngon déy.”

“D6 Ia thao duge Trung Hoa. D giam stress. Cau dun sbi én rdi udng nurde.”

“Cau nghi a s& cho Luke udng thir nay?” Danny choc choc vao hdn duoc.

“Chiing khong phai 1a danh cho Luke. B6 1a cho t&!”

“Cho cau? Cau thi bi stress vi cai gi?”” Tiéng chudng vang Ién va Danny viron ngudi ra 4n nit mé cira ma khong thém héi xem do 1 ai. “Danny!”
“Dang doi ai 42" cau ta n6i khi dit bng nghe vé cil.

“0, chi I tén sat nhan hang loat dang san dudi t6 thoi,” t6i mia mai. “Tuyét.” Danny ngoam thém mdt miéng banh qué nita. “Té da luén mudn duoc thiy
ai d6 bi giét.”

C6 tiéng b cira, va toi dimg ddy ra mo cira.

“Néu I cu thi t6 s& di thay d6 dé trong hop mdt hon,” Danny n6i. “Ca phong xir 4n s& thiy nhitng burc anh cdu trong bd d6 d6. Cau mudn trong cu i
nao ciing dep ma.”



Toi mo cira, nghi rang chic lai | mdt nhan vién chuyen phét nita. Nhung d6 B Michael, van o len cashmere chui dau miu vang va dang no nu cuoi rang
13. Chi nhin thay anh I3 Iong t6i ¢4 nhe nhom di nhiu.

“Michaell” Toi kéu lén va 6m By anh. “Cém on rét nhiéu vi da dén.” “1& ra anh d& dén som hon néu biét moi chuyén té dén thé,” Michael noi. Anh
nhudng may. “Hom qua anh ¢6 t6i van phong cuia Cong ty Truyén thong Brandon va nghe bao Luke bi dm Nhung anh khong hé bict...”

“Vang Ping thé, chinh xéc i em da khong loan bao tin tirc. Emnghin6 s& qua di trong vai ngly thoi.”

“Vay Luke c6 nha khong?” Michael ngd vao can hd.

“Khong, anh 4y da ra ngoai tir sng, Em khong biét i di dau.” T6i nhin vai bét hyc.

“Cho t6 giri 101 hoi tham khi anh 4y vé nhé,” Danny vira ndi vira di ra ctra. “Va nhé I, t6 xi 40 khoac Ralph Lauren ctia anh dy roi ddy nhé.
sksksk

Toi pha mot binh ¢ phé moi (khong ¢6 cht caffeine - d6 ki nhimg gi Michael duoc phép ding gin ddy) va bén khotin khudly thio mdc, o ching toi tim
dudng di qua d4m bira bon ctia phong khéch dé dén chd ghé sofa.

“Vay,” anh vira ndi vira bo dbng tap chi qua va ngdi xubng. “Luke dang hoi cang thing mot chiit.”” Anh nhin t6i run tay khi rot sita. “Nhin moi thir thi ¢6
vé em ciing vay.”

“Emén,” t0i v0indi. “La Luke. Anh 4y da hoan toan thay d6i trong chdc lt. Lic nay anh Ay 6n, nhung chi e sau thi da 1 * Anh cin nhig 101 giai dap’
va ‘Song dé lam gi?’ va ‘Chiing ta s€ di t6i ddu?” Anh ay rat chan nan, va anh ay ciing khong di lam... Em khong biét phai lam gi ca.”

“Em biét dy, anh da nghi chuyén nay sém mudn roi cling & xdy ra,” Michael noi va cam Fy ca phé tir tay t0i. “Nguwdi dan ong cita em da ép ban thén
minh qud stre. Lu6n luén nhur vay. Bat ctr ai lam viée voi cuong d6 nhur the trong mot khoang thoi gian dai nhu vdy. .. Anh nhin vai budn ba va vo ngue
minh. “Anh biét ma. S€ phai tra gia.”

“Khong chi 1 cong viée. Ma... moi thir.” Toi king ting cin mdi. “Em nghif anh 4y bi anh hudng nhiéu hon anh Ay nghii khi chuyén... lién quan dén tinh
cam.”

“Mét loat thr x4y ra.”

“Chinh x4c. Hai anh d2 cai nhau... chuyén d6 B mot ¢t soc. N6 khién anh dy bat dau nghi vé... em khong biét nita, cude doi va moi thir. Roi dén chuyén
lién quan dén me anh ay.”

“A.” Micheal gt du. “Anh biét Luke rit dau khd vi bai bao trén New York Times. Diéu d6 c6 thé hiéu duoc.”
“Thé chua 1 g d4u! Sau d6 moi thir tré nén tdi t& hon co.”
Toi giai thich chuyén Luke tim thdy nhirg 14 thu ctia bd anh, va Michael cau ny.

“Pugc 16i,” anh n6i va tram tur k}luéy cbe ca phé cua minh. “Gio thi moi chuyén ¢ ly 1di ddy. Me cau dy da luon 1 dong Iyc dé cau dy dat dwoc nhimg
thanh cong ctia minh. Anh nghi tat ca ching ta déu hiéu 15 dicu do.”

“No glong nhur... d6t nhién anh a 4y khong biét tai sao minh lai lamnhiing gi dang lam Thé 14 anh 4y bo, khong lamnira. Anha 4y khong di lam, cting khong
16i vé chuyén do, Elinor thi vin dang ¢ Thuy S, dong nghiép cua anh dy thi cir goi dién lién tuc hoi thamanh ay thé ndo, va em khong mubn noi ring
“Thire ra Luke khong thé nghe dién thoai droc vi hién nay anh dy dang trong con khing hoang tudi trung nién...” ”

“Dimg lo, hom nay anh s& dén vin phong. Anh c6 thé bia ra chuyén di nghi phép. Gary Shepherd ¢6 thé ganh vac gitp mot chit. Anh ta rit c6 kha
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“Nhung anh ta duge chir?” t6i so hii nhin Michael. “Anh ta s& khong choi x6 Luke chr?”

Lén trude Luke moi lo'la rdi it khoi cong ty hon ba ph, thé ma 4 Alicia Billington xAu xa da ¢ cau kéo it ca khéch hang ctia anh va ngim phé ca
cong ty. Lan d6 suyt nita Cong ty Truyén thong Brandon toi doi.

“Gary s& 6n thoi,” Michael trén an t6i. “Va hién nay anh ciing khong ban im. Anh c6 thé theo doi moi chuyén.”
“Khong!” t6i hbt hoang néi. “Anh khong duge am viéc nhiéu qua! Anh phéi nghi ngoi thr giéin chir.”

“Becky, anh d4u phai phé nhan!” Michael n6i v6i vé khé chiu. “Emva con gi anh t& y nhur nhau.”

Chuong dién thoai reo, t61i mic ké dé n6 chuyén sang ché d6 Iwu tin nhin trén miy.

“Thé viéc chuin bi cho dam cudi t6i dau rdi?”” Michael néi, it nhin hrét quanh phong,



“0... t6t!” t6i cudi rang rd véi anh. “Cam on anh.”

“Anh nhan dugc mdt cudc goi tir ngurdi t6 chirc dam cudi cia bon em vé vu tap duot bira t6i. Co ta n6i bd me ems& khong dén du duge?” “Khong,”
t01 ndi sau mot chit ngap ngimg, “Khdng, ho khong dén duoc.”

“Thé thi chan that. Hai bac s& bay qua hdmnao?”

“Om..” t61 nhip mdt ngum ca phé, tranh anh it anh. “Em ciing khong chiic chinh xAc 1 ngay ndo...”

“Becky?” giong me vang Ién tir dién thoai, t6i giat bén minh, am d6 mot it ca phé Ién sofa. “Becky, con yéu, me cAn ndi chuyén voi con vé ban nhac. Ho
bao lgh()ng choi bai “Dancing Queen” dugc, vi tay bass ctia ho chi choi duge bon hop am théi. Vay nén ho da giri me mdt danh sach nhitng bai hat ho
co the choi..”

Oi khén that. Toi vot qua phong vo iy 6ng nghe dién thoai.

“Me!” T6i hdn hén néi. “Con chio me. Me nghe nay, con dang cd chut viéc ban, con goi lai cho me sau nhé?”’

“Nhung con yéu, con can phai phé duyét danh sach cac bai hat! Me s& giri fax cho con nhé? ”

“Vang. Pugc a. Me cir giridi.”

To6i dap manh may va quay lai chd ghé sofa, ¢d to ra diém finh. “Me em 13 1 dé hét tam tri cho viée chudn bi I cudi nhi.”” Michael mim cudi noi.

“O 0... vang, Ding i vay”

Chudng dién thoai lai reo va t6i ké thay no.

“Em biét khong, anh ctr mudn hoi méi. Me em c6 phién long khi em am dam cudi & My khong?”

“Khong!” t6i vira ndi vira viin xodn cic ngon tay. “Sao me em lai phéi phién long co chir?”

“Anh biét chuyén cudi xin thi cic ba me s& nhur thé ndo...”

“Xin 161 con yéu, me & n6i nhanh thdi,” giong me lai vang Ién. “Janice dang hoi | con mubn khéin 3n dwoc gip thé nao? Kiéu mii giam myc hay kiéu thién
I@?”

Toi chop Ky dién thoai.
“Me oi, nghe con ndi nay. Con dang c6 khach!”
“Thoi ma, ¢t k¢ anh di,” Michael noi vong ra tir ghé sofa. “Néu chuyén d6 quan trong...”

“Viée d6 khong quan trong! Em khong hé quan tim xem may ci khan gidy d6 s& dugc gap hinh gi! Y em I ching chi giéng thién nga ¢6 2 gidy thoi
m...”

“Becky!” me kéu én kinh ngac. “Sao con c6 thé ndi vay! Janice da di hoc mot Iop gip khan an chi dé cho dam cudi ciia con thdi ddy! Khoa hoc d6 ton
den 45 bang, va c6 ay da phai ty mang bita trua di..”

Sur h6i 161 bao trim ly toi.

“Me 4, con xin 18i. Con chi I hoi lo dang mdt chut thoi. Gap kiu... mil gigmmuc di. Va me chuyén i con t6i ¢6 Janice k con rit biét on vi nhimng gi 0
ay da lam deé giip do con.” Toi vira dat ong nghe dién thoai xuong thi chuong cira kéu.

“Janice 1 ngudi t chire dam cudi?” Michael hoi véi vé quan tim. “O... khong. La Robyn.”

“Ban ¢6 thu!” cai my tinh & géc phong gao toang én.

Thé nay thi qua dang thit.

“Xin 181, t6i m6 cira ngay day. ..”

Toi chay ra mo cira mi khong kip tho va thiy mot nhan vién buu dién dang 6m mdt cai hop cac tong to tudng,
“Buru phim cho ¢6 Bloonmwood,” anh ta néi. “Dd dé va.”

“Cam on,” ti néi, ing ting nhén Iy chiéc hop tir anh ta.

“Xin hity ky vao ddy...”” Anh ta dua cho t6i chiéc b, rdi khut khit miii. “C6 gi @6 dang chay trong bép nha c6 thi phai?”



Oi chét tiét. Thao mdc Trung Hoa.

T6i lao vao tit bép, rdi quay lai chd anh ta cAm By but. Gid thi t6i lai nghe tiéng chudng dién thoai vang Ién. Sao moi ngurdi khong thé dé t6i yén nhi?
“Va day...”

Toi cb ging hét strc c6 thé dé nguéch ngoac ky diing dong ke, va anh chang buu ta nghi ngd liée nhin nd. “C6 ghi gi vay?”

“Bloonmwood! Toi viét a Bloomwood!”

‘Alb,” t6i nghe Michael noi. “Khong, ddy 1 nha Becky. Toi i Michael Ellis, ban 6 y.”

“T6i can ¢ ky lai, thura c6. Ky thit 1d rang.”

“Vang, chau a phi ré ctia Luke. Pring vy, chau chao bac! Chéu rat mong duoc gip bac!”

“Puoc chwa?” t6i n6i sau khi gan nhur gim tén minh Ién trang gidy. “Hai long chwa?”

“Vui Ién dil” tay buu ta gio tay n6i khi thong tha budc di. Toi da canh cira dong sam lai va loang choang di vao phong khach diing ic nghe thiy Michael
1n6i, “Chéu da nghe n6i vé ké hoach cho budi I&. Nghe c6 vé rat ngoan muc!”

“Anh dang n6i chuyén véi ai vay?” ti im khau hinh.
“Me em” Michael mim cudi im khéu hinh lai.
Suyt nita thi toi danh roi cai hop xudng san nha.

“Chau chic 1 dén hom dé moi viéc s& dién ra sudn sé,” Michael trn an. “Chau vira n6i chuyén véi Becky, chau thure s rat cam phuyc sy tan tim ctia
bac voi dam cudi. Vige d6 han Ia khong dé dang gil”

Khéng. Lam on. Khong,

“Cha,” Michael ni, trong c6 vé ngac nhién. “°Y chau 1 viéc d6 hin rit khé khan. Bac thi & Anh... trong khi Becky va Luke s& im dam cu6i 6...”
“Michael!” t6i tuyét vong ni, va anh gidt minh ngéng én. “Thoi dil”

Anh dat tay bit 6ng nghe dién thoai. “Théi céi gi co?”

“Me em Ba... ba khong biét.”

“Khong biét cai gi?”

Toi khé s nhin anh chim cham. Cubi cting anh quay lai n6i chuyén dién thoai. “Bac Bloomwood, chau phai di bay gio. Co rat nhidu viée & dy. Nhung
chau rat vui duge ndi chuyén vdi bac va... Chau s ggp lai bac ¢ I¢ cudi. Chac chan roi... Vang, bac cling theé nhé.”

Anh gac miy va mit sy im ling dang so bao trim

“Becky, me em khong biét didu gi?” cubi cing anh noi.

“Chuyén do... khong ¢6 gi dau.”

“Anh lai c6 cam gidc 1 c6 van dé ddy.” Anh nhin ti soi mbi. “Anh ¢6 cam gidc c6 diéu gi @6 khong 6n.”

“Khong... khong cé gi dau. Thye su...”

Toi ngimg lai vi tiéng ro ro ctia miy fax & goc phong. Fax ctia me giri. Toi nhanh chong ném phich chiéc hop xudng sofa va phong vé phia may fax.
Nhung Michael da qué nhanh so v6i toi. Anh gidt tor gidy tir chiéc méy va bt dau doc no.

“Danh séch bai hét cho 1€ cudi ctia Rebecca va Luke. Ngay: 22 thang Séu. Dia dién: The Pines, s6 43 dudng Elton... Oxshott...” Anh nging kén, cau
mit. “Becky, cai gi thé nay? Em va Luke s€ két hon ¢ Plaza ma. Ding khong?”

Toi khong tra 1oi ndi. Mau don hét 1én nio t6i, co'hd khién toi diéc dic.
“Diing khong?”” Michael nhc lai, giong anh trd nén nghiém khéc hon.

“Em khong biét,” cudi cling t6i i nhi n6i.



“Sao em c6 thé khong biét minh s& lim dam cudi & dau?”

Anh xem t& fax mdt an nita. Toi c6 thé théy 13 anh bt dAu hiéu su viée rdi.

“Chuia 0i.” Anh nging Ién. “Me em dang Ién ké hoach cho mdt dam cu6i & Anh phai khong?”

Toi cAm king nhin anh day thong khd. Dicu nay con té hon ca viée bi Suze phat hién. Y 6i 13, Suze da quen biét t6i tir rat lau I'O]. Coa ay biét t6i ngu ngde
thé nao va luon tha thir cho 61 Nhung Michael. Toi nubt nurde miéng, Michael da luon ton trong t6i. C6 Jan anh d4 ndi véi toi ring ti sic sao va co tryc
giac tot. Tham chi anh da timg dé nghi t6i dén lam viéc tai cong ty anh. T6i khong thé chiu ndi viéc anh phat hién ra t6i di hoan toan dinh vao mdt mé
bong bong

“Me em co biét ti gi vé Plaza khong?”

Chim chim, t6i ic dAu.

“Me Luke c6 biét chuyén nay khong?” Anh dap to fax.

Toi lai lc dau

“C6 ai biét khong? Luke c6 biét khong?”

“Khong ai biét c4,” cudi ciing t6i ciing tim lai dwoc giong. “Va anh phai hira 1 khong n6i cho bét ctr ai.”

“Khong ndi cho bét cir ai? Emduia 42 Anh lic dAu khong tin ndi. “Becky, sao em co thé dé chuyén nay xay ra?”

“Em khong biét. Em khong biét. Emkhong ¢b y dé xay ra chuyén nay...

“Emkhong c6 ¥ lira ddi ca hai bén gia dinh? Con chura ké t6i cong strc, tién bac... Emc6 biét i em gip réc rdi to rdi khong?”

“Chuyén d6 s& tur giai quyét duoc thoil” toi tuyét vong noi.

“Lam sao chuyén d6 c6 thé tur giai quyét duoc? Becky, ddy dau phai chuyén hen in t6i ciia hai nguwdi! Pay 1 hang trim nguoil”

“Pinh-doong, dinh-doong!” Dot nhién cai dong hd dém nguroc dén ngay dam cudi ctia t6i trén gia sach reo kén. “Ding-doong, dinh-doong! Chi con 22
ngay nita la dén ngay Trong Pai!”

“Imdil” t6i n6i cdc c.

“Ping-doong, ding...”

“Imdil” Toi gio 1én va ném manh n6 xudng san, mét dong hd v tan.

“22 ngay?” Michael néi. “Becky, chi con cé 3 tuan!”

“Em s& nghii ra c4i gi d6! Trong 3 tudn ¢ thé co rit nhiu chuyén s& xay ra!

“Em s& nghii ra mdt cai gi d6? D6 1a cau tra 101 duy nhét ciia em sao?”

C6 thé s& c6 phép mau!

T6i cb mim cuoi, nhung khudn mit Michael khong dé 16 phan tmg gi. Trong anh van stmg sdt. Tirc gidn.

T6i khong thé chiu ndi viéc Michael ndi gidn véi minh. Pau 6c t6i quay cudng va toi ¢6 thé cam thiy nhing giot nudc mét néng bong trong it minh. Toi
run ray voi lay tii xach va o khodc.

“Em dinh di dau?” Gigng anh tr¢ nén sic lanh hon. “Becky, emdi dau vay?”

Toi quay lai nhin, dAu 6¢ cuong cudng suy nghi. Toi can | phai chay trén. Trén khoi can ho nay, khoi cude doi toi, khoi cai mé bong bong ghé tom nay. Toi
can modt noi binh yén, mdt noi an nau. Mot noi tdi ¢ thé tim thiy sy an ti.

“Emdén cira hang Tiffany,” t6i ndi gin nhu nire nd, 16i dong sap ctra sau g,

skksk

Ném gély sau khi bude qua ngudng ctra cua Tiffany, t0i da thiy binh tamhon. Nhip tim bat dau giam xubng, Tam tri ti bt dflu do dién 10 hon. T6i cam
thay nguoi ngoai khi loanh quanh ngam nhitng chiéc hdp day trang strc sang lap lanh. Audrey Hepburn da dung: chang c6 gi toi t€ ¢6 thé xay ra & Tiffany.



Toi bude t6i khu phia sau & tAng trét, né nhimg khach tham quan va ngim nhirng cl}iéc vong b kim cwrong trong Ic di chuyén. Cé mdt ¢6 ning tAm tudi
t01 dang thir nhan dinh hon, va khi nhin thay khuon mat ho hoi ctia c6 ta, t6i cam thay nhéi dau.

Nhur thé t6i voi Luke da dinh hon tir hang triéu ndm trrde rdi. Toi cam thiy nhur mdt con ngudi hoan toan khac. Gia ma t6i ¢ thé quay nguoc thoi gian,
Chua 01, udc gi t6i co the ¢b lai co hdi do. Toi s& lam moi viée hoan toan khac.

Nhung tyr hanh ha ban than v6i cai ¥ nghil moi viée I ra i nhur thé ndo ciing ching ich gi. DAy 14 nhitng gi t6i da lim - va moi viée 1 nhur thé nay day.

Toi vao thang méy va di kén tang ba - khi bude ra, t6i thy thim chi con d& chiu hon. Day thc sw | mdt thé gioi khac. N6 hoan toan khéc han ting dudi
day khach du lich. N6 nhu I3 thién duong vay.

Toan bd tang that yén finh va rong rdi voi nhitng db st, bac va thity tinh duoc trung bay trén nhitng ti co nap guong Pay la thé gi6i ctia sur xa hoa finh
lang. Mot thé giéi ctia nhitng ngudi c6 hoc thirc va bong bay, khong phai lo king vé bt cir diéu gi. Toi o thé thdy mot ¢ gai trong that tinh khiét trong
b6 dd mau xanh duong dang xem mot chiéc gia d& nén thiy tinh. Mot ¢6 gai khac mang bau dang ning né xem mdt chiée Iyc lac tré em bang bac. Chéing
ai gap van dé ¢ day ca. Van dé khé xir duy nhat & day vai bat cir ai la nén ding vang hay bach kim d€ ma bo do an toi ctia ho.

Chi can & day thi t6i s& an toan thoi.

“Becky? Co phai Becky khong?”” Tim 61 thoang ron 1én mdt chit, toi quay lai va théy Eileen Morgan dang mim cudi voi minh. Eileen da dan t6i tham
quan khap tang khi t6i dang ky danh sach ctia minh ¢ day. Ba la mdt phuy nit Ion tudi toc bii thanh bii nhd goi t6i nhd dén ¢d gido day miia ba I cuia toi
hoi con bé.

“Chao Eileen,” t6i noi. “Ba khoe chir?”’

“T6i khoe. Va t6i c6 tin tot knh cho ¢6 day!”

“Tin t6t2” t61 ngAn ngudi noi.

T6i khong thé nhé ndi Fin cudi minh nghe durgc tin t5t 14 khi ndo nita.

“Danh sach ¢6 dua ra déu dang duoc tién hanh rit suon s¢.”

“That sa0?”” T6i khong nén nbi cai cam gidc niém kiéu hanh trao 1én y nhu khi ¢6 Phipps bao ring viée t6i lim dong tac thing lung va cui gbi rat tht.
“Qua thyc 1a yét tot. Thue ra toi da dinh goi dién cho c6. Toi nghi da dén Ic...” Eileen ngép ngimg dé nhin manh, .. chuyén sang nhitng mon do I6n
hon. Mot chiée bat bac. Mot chiée dia. Mor s6 bat dia ¢6.” Toi nhin ba véi mit thoang nghi ngd. Theo cac thuit ngir dung trong danh sach d6 dam cuoi,
day ctr nhu thé ba dang bao t6i nén thir Royal Ballet.

“Ba thyre long nghi t6i 6 trong... nhém ngudi d6 sao?”’

“Becky, viée thyre hién danh muyc ctia ¢6 rit 4n trong. C6 ximg dang sanh ngang voi nhing ¢6 du throng hang ctia ching t6i.”

“T6i. ... t6i khong biét phai noi gi ca. Toi khong bao gio nghi ...”

“Ping bao gior danh gia thép ban than!” Eileen n6i voi mot nu cuoi 4map va chi | tay quanh tang “Cir xembao u tiy thich 10i cho t6i biét ¢ mudn cho
thém mon dd ndo vao danh séach nhé. Néu can sy gitip do thi ¢6 biét t6i & dau rodi ddy.” Ba siét chit tay toi. “T6t Fim, Becky.”

Khi ba bude di, t6i cam thiy it minh ngén ngén nhitng giot nuréc mét biét on. C6 ngudi khong nghi t6i 1 thim hoa. C6 ngudi khong nghi toi da hiy
hoai moi thir. It nhat thi trong mdt finh wire, t6i thanh cong.

Toi tién thing t6i k¢ trung bay dod 96 va xtic dong chiim chi nhin mot c4i khay bac. Toi s& khong dé Eileen thit vong, Toi s& ding ky b bat dia ¢b dep
nhat ma t6i cd the. Toi s€ lay mot am tra, va mot bat dung duong...

“Rebecca.”

“Vang?” t6i quay lai noi. “Toi van chira quyét dinh...”

Va 1di t6i nging lai, nhitng 101 néi bién mit trén mdi. D6 khong phéi i Eileen.

D6 14 Alicia Quy cai Chan dai.

Dot ngdt, nhur mot ba tién xdu xa. C6 ta mic bd dd hong va dang cam mot ti dung hang cta Tiffany, thai do co ta day thi dich.
Lic ndo ciing thé.

“Vay 1,” ¢6 ra noi. “Vay 1a Becky. Toi nghi chéic ¢6 dang rt tw méin phai khong?”’

“O... khong, Khong han.”



“C6 Dau Ctia Nam Quy C6 Ctia Khu Rimg BI BO BUA ME CHET TIET.”
T6i nhin ¢ ta khé hiéu. Toi biét t6i va Alicia khong phéi i ban bé than thiét - nhung thé nay ching phai 1 hoi qué sao?
“Alicia”, 161 n6i. “C6 chuyén gi vy?”

“C6 chuyén gi &y ha?” giong ¢0 ta rit 1én. “Con 6 the ¢6 chuyén gi nita nhi? C6 thé 1 chuyén nguoi t6 chire dam cudi cla ti da d4 10i ma khong hé
bao trude. C6 thé I dicu d6 khién toi khé chiu mot chit.”

“Céigi?”

“Va visao co ra lai da dit t6i? Pé ¢6 ta co thé tap trung vao vi khach Ion, quan trong c6 dam cudi & Plaza. Quy c¢6 Becky Bloomwood hon-ca-mong-
doi va vung tién khong run tay.”

Toi kinh ngac nhin c6 ta. “Alicia, t6i da khong biét...”
“Ca d4m cudi ctia t0i tan thanh timg méanh. Toi khong thé tim duoc ngudi 0 chite d4m cudi khéc. C6 ta da n6i xéu toi khip thanh phd. C6 vé ¢ tin
don rang t6i ‘kho tinh’. ‘Kho tinh” chet cha! Cac cho phuc vu do an thi khong tra 101 dién thoai cia t61, vdy cla t6i qua ngin, gi phu trach hoa la mot tén
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ngoc...
“Toi rat tiéc,” toi bt luc n6i. “Toi thurc long khong biét gi vé chuyén nay...”
“O, chéc hn 14 vay ri. Toi chic i ¢6 khong cuoi thim trong bung & van phong ctia Robyn khi ¢6 ta goi dién.”

“Khong phéi vay! Toi dau c6 nhur thé! Nghe ndy... t6i chiic 1 moi chuyén rdi s& 6n thoi.” Toi hit mot hoi that sau. “Thyre 1ong ma n6i thi dam cudi ctia toi
ciing khong duge suon s¢ lam..”

“Cho 61 xin. Toi da nghe tat ca v& d4m cudi ctia ¢d 101 Ca cai thé giéi chét tiét nay da nghe ndi dén rdi.” C6 ta quay got gidy bo di, con toi nhin theo ¢o
ra, bang hoang,

T61 da khong chi hiy hoai ddm cudi ctia minh ma con hity hoai ca ddm cudi ctia Alicia nita.

Toi ¢6 tap trung lai vo ké trumg by d6 ¢, nhung tdi thiy thit vong va bon chon. Puge rdi, tiép di ndo. Hay chon mot vai thir. Thé c6 thé khién toi vui
hon. Mdt chiec loc tra tir thé ky 19. Mot chiec bat dung duong kham trai. Y t6i 1 s€ ludn cd lic ding t6i ching chir nhi?

Va nhin chiéc 4m tra bang bac ndy xem. Chi néim nghin d6 la. Toi viét vi n6 vao danh sich ctia minh roi ngang Ién tim xem c6 binh dung kem ndo hop
voi n6 khong, Mot d6i tré méc quan bo va 4o phong di lai cing ké vai t6i, va dot nhién t6i nhan thay ho cling dang nhin chiec amtra do.

“Nhin c4i kia kia,” ¢6 gai noi. “Mot cai 4m tra nim nghin d6 la. Ai ma muén mua n6 co chir?”

“Em khong thich tra sa0?”” ban trai c6 cuoi toe toét hoi.

“C6 chir! Nhung ¥ em [, néu anh ¢6 ndim nghin d6 la, anh ¢6 ding dé mua mot cai 4m tra khong?”

“Khi ndo c¢6 ndim nghin do Ia thi anh s& ni cho em biét,” anh ban trai néi. Ca hai pha Ién cudi va budc di, tay trong tay, vui vé va hanh phiic véi nhau.

Va dot nhién, dimg trurde ké trung bay, t6i bdng thiy thét 16 bich. Nhur dira tré dang nghich quin o ngudi In. Toéi mubn c6 mdt 4m cai tra nim nghin
d6 la dé am gi?

T6i khong biét minh dang lam gi & dy. Toi khong biét minh dang am gi.

Toi mudn Luke.

Cam giac d6 ap dén nhu mdt con séng tridu, chon vid moi thir khac. Quét sach nhing chuyén 1on xon va ngd ngin.
D6 14 tht ca nhitng gi t6i mong mudn. Luke tré lai binh thurdng va hanh phiic.

Ca hai chiing t6i binh thurong va hanh phuc. Toi bdng murong turong ra canh ching toi trén mdt bai bién ndo d6. Ngim mit trdi kin. Khong hanh Iy, khong
6n ao. Chi ¢ hai ching t61 & bén nhau.

Theo cach nao do6 t6i da miét di kha néng nhin nhn c4i gi i thuc sw quan trong trong tat ca chuyén nay, phai khong nhi? T6i da bi xao nhang vi nhitng
thir tam phao. Vay 4o, banh cudi, va qua cap. Trong khi nhitng gi thue sur dang quan tim i Luke mu6n 6 bén t6i, va t6i mubn 6 bén anh. O4, t6i ding la
mdt con ngoc...

Dién thoai t6i kéu bip bip, t6i lién luc tim trong tii, 1ong ngdp tran mdt mdi hy vong bt ngo.

“Luke a?”



“Becky! Céi quéi gi dang dién ra véy?’,’ tiéng Suze thét 1én dir ddi trong tai t6i,ﬂt6i suyt danh roi dién thoai vi hoang so. “T¢ wvira nhin duge dién thoai clia
Michael Ellis! Anh ta ndi céu van s& két hon & New York! Bex, that khong thé tin ndi cau!”

“Dirng hét 1én nhur viy! T6 dang & Tiffany!”

“Cau dang lm c4i quai gi & Tiffany viy? Cau nén sap xép lai céi mo on xon ndy dil Bex, cau s& khong két hon & M. Cau khong thé! Chuyén do s& giét
me cau mat.”

“To biét! T6 s& khong lam viy! Tt nhét.....” Toi o daing vubt téc. “Oi chita oi, Suze. Cau khong biét chuyén gi dang dién ra dau. Luke dang bi mdt con
khing hoéng tudi trung nién. .. Nguoi to chitc dam cudi thi de doa s€ kién té... Té cam thay duong nhu t¢ don doc...”

Toi ngac nhién cam thiy d6i n¥it minh ngp @ 18. Toi kén ra sau ké ti trung bay va ngdi thup xudng san nha trai tham, & d6 s& khong ai ¢6 thé nhin thiy
6.

“Rét cude [ t¢ c6 hai dam cudi va t¢ khong thé thyre hién dugc ca hai! Chon cach nay, moi nguoi s€ gian dir vdi td. Chon cach kia, thi d6 s& 1a tham
hoa. L& ra do6 1 ngay dep nhit cudc doi td, Suze, nhung nd sip trd thanh ngay t0i t& nhét rdi. Cuc ky toi t&!”

“Nghe ndy, Bex, dimg qué lo king,” ¢6 ndi, giong hoi diu bét. “Cau da thire sy xem xét k¥ tht ca moi ra chon chura?”

“Té da nghi dén moi thir 1. TG da nghi dén chuyén vi pham ludt mot vo' mdt chdng, 1 da nghi dén viée thué nguoi dong thé...”

“D6 khong phai 1 ¥ t6i dau,” Suze tram tu noi.

“Cau biét t6 thyre sy mudn lim gi khong?” toi nghen ngao vi xiic dong, “Chi don gién I chay tron khoi tit ca nhiing chuyén nay va lam dam cudi trén
mit bai bién. ’Chi ¢0 hai chiing t&, mot vi e su va nhitng con mong bién. Y t¢ 1a, d6 mdi 1a nhitng gi thie sy quan trong, khong phai sao? Viée t& yéu
Luke va anh dy cling yeu t& va bon t& chi muon ¢ bén nhau mii mi.” Khi t61 hinh dung canh Luke hon t0i trong 4nh hoang hon ¢ Caribe, t0i cam thay
nuée mit ki tun ra. “Can gl mot chice vay sang trong co' chir? Can gi mjt bira tiée chiéu dai lon va nhan thit nhicu qua co chir? Chang c6 gi quan trong
ca! T6 chi can méic mdt chice xa rong that don gian, va ching t& di chan khong, bude di trén bai cat, va nhur the that 1a lAng man...”

“Bex!” t6i git ban ngudi vi tiéng ctia Suze. Toi chura bao gidy nghe thiy c6 gian dir dén thé. “Thdi ngay! Thoi ngay p tirc! Chuia oi, d6i khi cau ding a
mot dira con gai ich ky.”

“Y cu I sa0?”” t6i ap tng. “T6 chi mudn ndi 1 tat ca thir bé ngoai nhur vay khong quan trong...”

“Ching ¢6 quan trong. Moi ngudi da d6 rat nhidu cong stre vao nhirng thir bé ngoai d6! Cu ¢ hai dam cudi ma ai ciing mudn c6 chét di duge. Puoc
101, cu khong thé im ca hai. Nhung cau c6 thé tién hanh mot dam cudi. Néu cdu khong am cai ndo c4, thi... cau khong xtmg voi ching. Céu khong
xtng dang voi bét ctr dam cudinao hét. Bex, nhitng dam cudi nay khong chi lién quan t6i cu! Ching con lién quan t6i tt ca nhing ngudi tham gia. Tét
ca nhitng nguoi da b ging hét strc, da bo thdi gian, tinh cam va tién bac vao d6 dé tao ra mot cai gi do thit dac biet. Cau khong thé chi don gian [ chay

tron khoi ching! Céu phai d6i it voi chuyén nay, tham chi khi diéu d6 c6 nghia 1 cau s& phai quy gbi xin 151 tirmg ngudi mot trong 400 con ngudi. Nén
cau cu chi chay tr6n, thi. ... thi cu dung 14 ich ky va hén nhat.”

C6 ngimg 1n6i, tho manh va t6i nghe thiy tiéng Ernie bét du khoc thét 1én ¢ phia sau. Toi hoan toan chodng véng, nhur thé ¢ vira cho t6i mdt cai tat vao
mit.

“Céu ndi ding,” cubi ciing t6i n6i.

“Té xin 161, ¢6 ni va nghe nhur ¢6 ciing rit dau khd. “Nhung t6 ding,”

“T6 biét cau ding m.” Toi xoa mit. “Nghe ndy... t6 s& di mat va giai quyét dugce chuyén ndy. Té khong biét 1 bang cach ndo. Nhung td s& lim
duoc.” Tieng khoc cua Ernie 16n thém thanh tiéng hét dir doi, va toi gan nhu khong nghe ndi tiéng clia chinh minh trong tiéng 6n ao. “Cau nén di di,” t6i
ndi. “Cho t& giri chit yéu thurong téi dira con dd dau cua t& nhé. Bao no rang,.. me dd dau ctia nd xin 16i vi me [a mdt ké bat tin. Me s€ co gang trd nén
tt hon.

‘Ihang bé giri lai toan b tmhyep clia nd t6i me do dAu,” Suze n6i. C6 ngdp nglmg, “Va nd néi riang hiy nhd di bon t6 ¢6 chit buc minh vi cdu, bon t&
van sin sang gifp dd. Néu c6 thé.”

“Camon, Suze.” Toi nghen ngio noi. “Néi v6i thing bé... 16 s& thdng bao kip thoi.”

Toi tat dién thoai va ngdi yén, tap trung suy nghii. Cudi cting thi toi ciing dimg day, phuii ngudi va quay lai khu vire mua sam
Alicia dang dtmg cach d6 chura dén nam meét.

Bung t6i danh thot mot cai. C6 ra dd ¢ d6 bao 1au roi? C6 ta da nghe dugce nhitng gi?

“Chao,” t6i n6i, giong run run vi lo Fing,

“Chao,” ¢6 ta néi. That cham i, ¢6 ta budc lai chd 6i, mét nhin do xét khéip ngudi toi.



“Vdy,” ¢ ta thich thi noi. “Robyn c6 biét c6 dang dinh chay trén dé két hon trén bai bién khong?”

Chét tiét.

“T6L.. 61 héing giong, T6i d4u c ¥ dinh chay trén dén mot bai bién dau.

“Toi lai nghe thay nhur 1 ¢6 ¢6 déy,” Alicia sim soi mong tay. “Chang phai i c6 mot diéu khoan vé viée ndy trong hop dong ciia ¢6 ta sao?”’

“Toi diia Ay ma! D6 L. ¢ biét ddy, chi 1 hai hude mot chit thoi...”

“Khong biét Robyn c6 thy diéu d6 hai hude khong.” Alicia ném cho t0i nu cudi gié 1a nhét cia minh. “Khi nghe tin Becky Bloomwood khong hé quan
térp dén viéc c6 mot bita ti€c ti€p don khach 1on. Khi nghe tin vi khach thanh thién dugc yéu thich ctia c6 ta, Quy C6 Hoan Hao Bé Bong... sdp chudn
mét! ”

To6i phai binh finh. “C6 s& khong n6i gi cho Robyn biét.”

“T6i s€ khong ndi sao?”’

“C6 khong thé! Pon gién I c0...” t0i nglmg ki, b git binh tinh. “Alicia, ching ta da biét nhau khd Au rdi. Va toi biét khong phéi i ndo ching ta cling..
hoa thuan... nhung thoi ndo. Ching ta 14 hai c6 gai Anh & New York. Ca hai déu sap két hon. Noi cach khac, ching ta... thuc té thi ching ta nhw chi em
gail”

T6i bude minh s& vao tay 40 miu hong ctia ¢6 ta. “Tét nhién Ja ching ta phai thé hién tinh thin doan két, dtng khong? Chic chén ching ta phai... ing hd
nhau 161, ding khong?”

C6 mot thoang ngdp ngimg khi Alicia w6t nhin t6i day khinh bi. Rdi ¢6 ta gidt tay ra khoi tay t6i va bat dau sai budc di.

“Gap lai c6 sau, Becky,” c0 ta ngodi lai ndi.

To1 phai ngén ¢0 ta. That nhanh.

“Becky!” giong Eileen vang Ién ngay sau lung t6i, t6i ngac nhién quay lai. “O déy c6 mon dd bang thiéc t6i mudn cho c6 xem...”
“Cam on,” t6i than tho ndi. “Toi phai...”

Toi quay lai - nhung Alicia d4 bién nt.

C6 ta dauroi?

Toi voi vang di thang bo xubng tang trét, khong budn chd thang may. Khi xubng dén noi, t6i ding lai va ngd quanh, tim kiém dién cudng mot dang mau
hong. Nhung toan b noi nay ngap tran nhitng dong khach du lich phan khich trd chuyén. Khap noi 1a nhitng mau séc sang choi.

Toi chen qua ho, thé hong hoc, tu nhi ] Alicia & khong n6i gl cho Robyn biét; c0 ra s& khong that sur thi héin nhu thé dau. Nhung dong thoi, t0i cling
biet rang c6 ta co the nhur vay.

To6i khong thiy ¢6 ta dau ca. Cudi cling t6i ciing chen qua dugc nhom khéch du lich dang tim tym quanh mjt ti chira dAy dong hd, va dén duge chd
ctra quay. Toi day clra dira, dung ngoai duong, ngd het trai lai phai. To1i gan nhur khong nhin thay gi ca. 6 la mt ngay sang rd dén choi niit voi anh
sang mt troi phan chiéu qua nhitng ctra s6 kinh day, bién moi thir thanh hinh chiéu va bong ram.

“Rebecca.” Toi cam thy mdt ban tay thinh finh kéo manh vai ti. BSi rdi, t6i quay lai, chop it vi chéi rdi ngude Ién.

Va khi miit r6i nhin 16 duwoc thi mot ndi khiép so lanh o siét chat Ay toi.

b6 1a Elinor.
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“Rebecca, bac can n6i chuyén véi chau,” Elinor lanh king ndi. “Ngay lp tirc.”

Ba myic 4o khodc den dai va deo cdp kinh den to qua khd, trong y nhu mot thanh vién ctia Co' quan Mét vy Bure Qudc xa. Oi Chua oi, c6 phai ba dy da
phét hién ra moi chuyén khong? Ba dy da néi chuyén voi Robyn... Ba dy da noi chuyén voi Alicia. Ba ay den dé 16 t6i ra trude s§ quan chi huy va tuyén
an to1 i lao dong kho sai.

“Sao bac biét chiu & day?” t6i dp ting,

“Michael Ellis noi cho t6i biét.” Ba qua quyét tra Ioi.

Michael néi cho ba 4y biét? Anh 4y khong nghi i t6i d& di kho 16i sao?

“Chéu ... ban rdi,” t6i ndi, cb quay dau lai vao trong Tiffany. “Chau khong c6 thoi gian dé ndi chuyén phiém.”

“Pay khong phai 1 chuyén phiém.”

“Gi cling vy thoi.

“Chuyén rit quan trong,”

“Puge 10i, bac nghe ndy, ¢6 thé n6 ¢6 vé quan trong,” t6i ndi lidu. “Nhung hdy nhin mdt cach tong quét. D6 chi i mdt dam cudi. So véi nhing thir nhu,
bac bict day, chinh sach d6i ngoai...”

“Béc khong mudn néi chuyén dam cudi,” Elinor cau may. “Bac mudn ndi chuyén vé Luke.”

“Luke?” t6i nhin ba ngac nhién. ‘Lam sao ma... bac da n6i chuyén voi anh dy chira?”

“Bac nhan dwoc vai tin nhin quiy rdy ctia nd & Thuy S§. Va hom qua 1 mot I thur. Bac da quay vé nha ngay lap tirc.”
“La thur viét gi?”

“Bay gidr bac dang trén dudng dén gip Luke,” Elinor n6i, phét 1o t6i. “Bac s& rat vui néu chau c6 thé di cing”

“Vay sao? Anh dy dau?”

“Sang nay Michael Ellis da di tim Luke va thdy n6 & nha bac. Bac dang trén duong t6i d6 day. Co vé Luke mudn n6i chuyén véi bac.” Ba ngip ngimg,
“Nhung bac muon noi chuyén véi chau trude, Rebecca.”

“Chau 4? Tai sao?”

Trude khi ba kip tré 101 thi mdt shom Khéch du lich tir Tiffany ta ra va trong thoéng chbc ching t6i bj Iin trong d4m dong, Toi c6 the lan tron nhds s che
chan ctia ho. T6i co the chay tron.

Nhung hién gior t6i rat td md. Sao Elinor lai muén néi chuyén véi toi?
Pam dong tan ra va chiing t6i lai nhin nhau.

“Mdi,” ba git dau vé phia I& duong “O 6 dang chd.”

“Puoc 161, t61 khé nhin vai néi. “Chéu s& di cling.”

Khi da ¢ trong chiéc limousine sang trong ctia Elinor rdi, ndi so hdii ctia t6i giam b6t phin nao. Thay vao do, toi tir tir cam thdy sw cim ghét tang dan
trong t6i khi nhin khuén mét xanh xao va khé hiéu cta ba.

by 1a nguoi phuoi nir da doi xur € voi Luke. Day la nguoi phu ni¥ da phot I dira con trai 14 tubi ctia chinh minh. Binh than ngdi trong chiéc limousine
ctia ba ta. Van hanh xtr nhur thé ba ta s¢ hitu ca the giéi; nhur the ba ta khong lam g sai trai

“Vay trong l4 th, Luke da viét gi?”” t6i noi.

“No rt... 1n x0n,” ba noi. “Roi rac va vo nghiia. C6 vé n6 dang bi...” ba ta ra hiéu kiéu rét quy phéi.
“Suy sup tinh than? Pung viy diy.”

“Tai sao?”

“Theo béc thi tai sao?”” t6i van lai, khong thé ngén sy mia mai len vao trong giong noi.

“N6 lam viéc nhiéu,” Elinor noi. “C6 thé doi khi B qua nhiéu.”



“Vén dé khong phai 1 cong viéc! Toi khong ngin ndi ban than thét én, “Van dé I bac co!”

“Béc.” Ba cau may.

“Phai, 11 bac! La cai cach bac ddi xir voi anh dy!”

Mot khoang im king kéo dai. Rbi Elinor n6i, Y chéu i gi?””

Nghe chirng ba ta ¢6 vé that sy ngac nhién. Ba ta that su vo tinh nhu vy sao?

“Pugc roi... chéu nén bat dau tir du nhi? Tir t6 chirc tir thién clia béc nhé! Cai to chirc tir thién i anh dy da thirc biét bao tiéng dong ho dé lam viée
cho n6. Cai t6 chire tir thién ma bac hira hen la s& ¢6 loi cho hinh anh cong ty ca anh ay. Nhung that bubn cudi la n6 khong hé nhur vay... vibac da vo
hét moi danh tiéng vé€ minh!”

Chua oi, cdm gidc ndy that tuyét. Sao trude day t6i khong bao gio noi ra suy nghi ctia minh voi ba ta nhi?

L3 miii ba hoi banh ra, toi biét 1 ba ta rét tirc gian, nhung ba ta chi n6i, “Ban twong thuat cac s kién d6 da bi xuyén tac.”

“N6 khong bi xuyén tac! Bac da loi dung Luke!”

“N6 khong bao gids than phién vé hrong cong viée né dang m.”

“Anh 4y ching bao gid phan nan ca. Nhung béc phai thay I anh 4y d4 danh cho béac nhiéu thoi gian nhur the nao de 101 chang nlmn duoc gi hét! Vi Chia,
bac sir dung mdt trong nhitng nhan vién ctia anh dy! Y chu 1, chi riéng diéu d6 chéc chéin ciing khién anh Ay gip ric 16i roi...

“Béc ddng y,” Elinor noi.

“Céi gi?” toi nhat thoi im bat.

“Viéc dimg nhan vién ctia Cong ty Truyén thong Brandon khong phai 1 y n{cmg ctia bac. Thuc ra bac }iﬁ phéan dbi viéc d6. Chinh Luke cir khing khang
nhur vay. Va nhur bac da giai thich voi Luke, chuyén bai bao khong phi la 161 cua bac. Bac bi phong van ma khong hé duoc chuan bi trude. Luke khong
¢6 ¢ do. Bac da ndi voi tay nha bao rét nhiéu vé sy tham gia ciia Luke va dua anh ta tai liéu quang cao Cong ty Truyen thong Brandon. Tay nha bao hira
1a s& doc nhung rdi lai khong hé sir dung chut thong tin ndo trong do. Bac cam doan vai chéu, Rebecca, viée d6 nam ngoai tim kiém soat ciia bac.”

“V6 Iy!” t6i ndi ngay Bp tirc. “Mot nha bao tir t& s& khong bao gior hoan toan Ky di nhitng diéu nhur...”

Um Thyc ra... ¢6 thé k ho da im nhu viy. Gio nghi lai, khi con B mot nha béo, t6i ludn ky di mdt nira nhitng diéu ngudi duge phong vin ndi véi toi
Chac chan 1a t6i chura bao gio doc chut nao trong dam tai liéu day cop ngu ngdc ma ho dua cho toi.

“A... thoi durge,” 101 noi sau mdt thodng ngap ngimg, “C6 thé do khong hoan toan I 16i ciia béc. Nhung d6 khong phéi 2 van dé chinh. D6 khong phéi |a
Iy do khién Luke qua dau kho. Vai ngdy trude, anh dy da dén can hd cva bac dé tim anh gia dinh. Nhung anh dy khong hé tim thay tim nao. Thay vao
do, anh dy da tim thay vai la thur bo anh ay giri. Tat ca déu vé chuyén bac da khong mudn gip anh ay khi anh ay con nho. Bac da khong thich gap anh
ay, du chi muoi phut.”

Elinor hoi nao ming nhung ba khong ndi gi ca.

“Va diéu d6 da goi lai rét nhidu chuyén dau don khéc. Vi du nhu khi anh 4y dén gap bac & New York va ngdi ngodi toa nha ciia bac con bac da o di,
coi nhur khong quen biét anh ay? Bac nhé chuyén d6 khong, Elinor?”

T6i biét minh dang rt 16 ning, Nhung t6i khong quan tam

“Thi ra 1 n6, cudi cing ba noi.

“Duong nhién 1 anh 4y! Pimg vo nhu bac khong biét d6 11 anh éy. Elinor, bac nghi vi sao ma anh éiy"]ai 10 Iyc hét minh nhu vay? Bac nghi vi sao anh by
dén New York? Buong nhién la d¢ gy an twong voi bac! Anh dy bi am anh sudt bao nhiéu ndm! Chang trach by gio anh dy bi nguy khon. That long ma
ndi, ¢6 mot tudi tho nhur the, chau ngac nhién I3 anh ay van tiép tuc duge lau nhur vay ma khong kiét qué day.”

Khi ngimg noi dé tha, t6i chot 16e 1én cai y nghi 12 ¢6 thé Luke khong mudn t6i ban luin nhitng ndi dau tinh thin bi mét ctia anh voi me anh.

Oi cha, gio thi qua mudn r6i. DU sao thi ciing phéi co ai d6 néi cho Elinor biét chuyén nay.

“N6 ¢6 mdt tudi tho' hanh phiic,” ba noi, lanh ling nhin ra ngoai cira s6. Ching ti dimg ¢ ngdl tur va t6i ¢6 thé théy hinh anh nhimg ngwoi di qua 6 t0
phan chicu trén mat kinh cuia ba.

“Nhung anh 4y yéu bac. Anh 4y can bac. Me ctia anh 4y. Nhung don gian i bac khong mudn gip anh 4y...”

‘N6 gian to1.”



“Duong nhién 14 anh dy gidn! Bac da bo roi anh 4y va dén Mg, khong hé quan tim dén anh 4y, hanh phuc nhur thé bac 1 nguoi doc than...”
“Hanh phiic.” Elinor quay dau lai. “C6 nghf 14 t6i hanh phtic sao, Rebecca?”

Toi chymng lai. Mot ndi ngurong nging nhoi Ién trong t61, t6i nhn ra minh chura bao gio' ndy ra cai y nghi 1a Elinor ¢6 hanh phiic hay khong. Toi chi toan
nghi dén chuyén ba ta xau xa theé nao.

“Chéu... khong biét,” cubi cting toi noi.
“Bac d4 tyr ra quyét dinh. Bac kién tri theo dudi quyét dinh do. Diéu d6 khong c6 nghia 1 bac khong hdi han vé viee d6.”

Ba bo cp kinh den ra va t6i ¢6 khong dé 19 su choéng vang ctia minh khi nhin thiy déng vé ctia ba. Lan da bi kéo caing hon bao gior hét va c6 mot
quang thim quanh mit ba. Du ba ay vira moi di phau thuat cang da mét nhung t6i thiy ba con gia hon so véi trude kia. Va co vé yeu duoi hon.

“Hom d6 béc c6 nhin ra Luke.” B trim giong noi.

“Viy sao bac khong lai gap anh 4y?”

Su im king bao trim trong xe... va rdi gan nhu khong cir dong mdi, ba noi, “Béc da sg.”
“So?”” t6i nhéc lai mdt cach hoai nghi.

“Tur bo mot dira con la mdt hanh dong kinh khing. Kéo né quay lai doi minh... ciing kinh khiing khong kém. Péc biét 1a sau mdt thoi gian dai. Bac da
khong c6 su chuan bi nao dé lam viéc do. Bac da khong san sang dé gap laind.”

“Du1 vy ching 18 bac khong mubn n6i chuyén véi anh Ay sao? Bac khong mudn... tim hiéu anh 4y sa0?”
“C6 thé. C6 thé 1a vay.”
Toi ¢6 thé thiy dudi mét tréi ctia ba hoi run run. DO ¢6 phai i mdt biéu hién cam xic?

“Mot s6 ngudi rét dé bidu 1o cam xtic. Mot 6 thu minh vao vo dc. C6 thé chau kho long hiéu duoc diéu ndy, Rebecca. Béc biét chau b mot nguoi coi
md va s6i noi. B6 1a mdt trong nhitng di€u bac ngudng md & chau.

“Phai, ding rdi,” toi mia mai noi.

“Y chéu i sa0?”

“Théi ndo Elinor,” t6i dao mit n6i. “Bimg dién miy trd nyre cudi ny nita. Bac khong thich chau. Bac chura bao gid thich chéu ca.”
“Piéu gi da khién chau nghi bac khong thich chau?”’

Ba ta khong thé dang nghiém tic dugc.

“Nhitng nguoi gac cira ciia bac khong cho chéu vao dur bita tic ctia chinh chau... bac c¢d bude chau phéi ky vio hop dong tién hon nhan... bac chua
tirng bao giod tot vdi chau ca...”

“Bac rét tiéc vé ric 161 & bita tiéc. PO 1 16i ctia nhimg ngudi o chirc bita tiéc.” Ba hoi cau may. “Nhung bac van khong hiéu sao chau lai phan dbi hop
dong tién hon nhan nhi. Khong ai két hon ma lai khong c6 né ca.” Ba nhin ra ngoai cira s0. “Chiing ta téi noi roi.”

“Bac thure sy quy chéu, Rebeeea. Rat quy.” Ba ra khoi xe va nhin xudng chén toi. “Gidy ctia chau bi xo ra rdi kia. Trong n6 ré tién qua.”
“Bac thiy chura?” t6i cu tiét noi. “Bac hiéu nhitng gi chau mubn n6i chua?”

“Gi c0?” ba ta ném cho t6i mdt cai nhin tréng rng

Oi, t6i b tay.

sksksk

Cénhg cua Elinor sang sua v6i nhiing tia ndng bubi sang, va hoan toan tinh ling. Lic dAu 16 nghi chéic hin ba ra da nhim va Luke khong & ddy - nhung
Kkhi ching t61 vao phong khach, t6i thay anh. Anh drng & ctra s6, nhin ra véi vé tram tur.

“Luke, anh 6n chtr?” t6i thn trong hoi va anh ngac nhién quay lai.



“Becky. Emim gi & day vay?”

“Emvira... v tinh giip me anh ¢ Tiffany. Anh da di d4u sudt bubi sang vay?”

“Loanh quanh day d6 4y ms,” Luke néi. “Suy nghi.”

T6i nhin Elinor. Ba ta dang nhin Luke chiim chim, khudn niit ba ra that khé doan cam xtc.
“Dui sao thi em nén di phai khong?”” t6i ling ting n6i. “Néu hai ngudi dinh néi chuyén...”
“Khong,” Luke n6i. “Hay & lai. Khong mit nhidu thoi gian dau.”

Toi ngwong nghiu ngdi kn tay vin ctia mdt chiée ghé, wde gia ma minh ¢6 thé co minh ngdi trén nd. Toi chura bao gitr thich cai khong khi trong can h ny
- nhung bay gio thi cd cam gidc nhur nhiét d6 tut xuong murodi do vay.

“T6i da nhan dwoc nhing tin nhén,” Elinor ndi. “Va 1 thu kha vo nghiia ctia anh.” Ba ta gidt thdo ging tay ra dit xudng mdt bén ban. “Toi khong biét anh
dang co budc t0i toi vi dicu gi.”

“Toi khong dén day dé két ti ba bat cir diéu gi,” Luke ndi, r rang | dang c6 1 ra binh finh. “Toi chi mudn cho ba biét 1 t0i da nhéin ra mjt s6 dicu.
Mot trong s do 1 & mOt mirc d nao do t0i da bi.. lira doi sudt nhitng nam qua. Ba chura bao gior thire sy mudn song cing toi, ding khong? Vay ma
ba da khién t6i tin rang ba muon.”

“Dlmg c6 16 bich nhur vay, Luke,” Elinor ndi sau mdt thoang ngap ngimg, “Hoéan canh phc tap hon anh twong tuong rét nhiéu.”

“Ba dal dia gion v6i... voi sur yéu dudi ciia 101 Ba da loi dung toi. Va ca cong ty t0i. Ba da doi xti voi toi nhur mdt...” Anh ngimg n6i, ther mdt cach kho
nl}oc,q va mat mot kic mdi binh tinh lai duoc “Hoi b}lﬁn mot chitt 1a mt trong nhitng Iy do t6i dén New York la dé danh thoi gian & bén canh ba. C6 &
dé hiéu rd con ngurdi ba nhir Becky hiéu rd me ¢ ay.”

Anh ra hiéu vé phia t6i va t6i ngde 1én nhin anh o Fing, Pimg ¢6 16i em vao chuyén nay chir!

“That I laing phi thoi gian.” Giong anh trd nén khan khan. “T6i khong chéc I ba thdm chi ¢6 kha niing cho mdt mdi quan hé nhur thé khong ”

“Du rdi!” Elinor noi. “Luke, t6i khong thé n6i chuyén v6i anh khi anh dang trong tinh trang thé nay dwoc.”

Khi Luke va Elinor déi dién nhau, t6i thdy ring ho glong nhau hon t6i timg thiy. Ca hai déu €0 cai vé mit dang so, trong rong khi moi thir tré nén tdi té.
Ca hai nguoi déu dat cho ban than nhitng tiéu chuén cao khong thé véi toi. Va ho déu d& bi t6n thurong hon ho mudn thé giéi bén ngoai biét.

“Ba khong can phai néi chuyén véi toi nita,” Luke noi. “Toi di ngay bay gior ddy. Ba s& khong gip t6i hay Becky nita dau.”

Toi ngAng phét d4u Ién vi kinh ngac. Anh 4y nghiém tic ddy chir?

“Anh dang n6i nang linh tinh r6i d4y,” Elinor n6i.

“To6i da giri don tir chirc t6i hoi dong ty vién quan tri ctia Quy tir thién Elinor Sherman. Chéng con Iy do gi dé ching ta gip nhau nira,”
“Anh da quén mét dam cudi roi,” Elinor qua quyét noi.

“Khong, t0i khong quén. Toi khong hé quén.” Luke hit mt hoi that sdu va nhin sang t6i. “Bay o, Becky va t0i s& c6 nhing sdp xép khéac cho dam cudi
cuia ching toi. Tat nhién 14 t6i s€ tra toan by phi ton ba da phai chiu.”

Cai..
Anh 4y vira ndi gi co? Téi stng nhin Luke, khéng md nbi miéng. C6 phéi anh dy vira ndi nhitng gi i t6i...
C6 that anh Ay vira...

Toi dang bi 4o gidc chang?

“Luke,” t61 n6i, ¢b giit binh finh, ¢ viing vang, “Xemndo... Y anh ki anh mubn hiy b dam cuéi & Plaza?”

“Becky, anh biét k chura hé ban véi em vie nay.” Luke bude dén ndm Ky tay toi. “/Anh biét em da chuén bi cho dém cudi ny may théng nay roi. Béo
em hily bo thi rat qua dang. Nhung trong hoan canh ndy, anh khong nghi 1a minh ¢6 thé lam dugc.”

“Anh mudn hity bé dam cu6i.” Toi nudt nude miéng. “Anh ¢6 biét 1 ¢6 khodn tién phat khong?”
“Anh khong quan tam.”

“Anh... anh khéng quan tam?”’



Anh 4y khong quan tim

T6i khong biét 1 minh nén cudi hay nén khoc nira.

“Y anh khong phéi thé!” Luke n6i khi nhin thiy vé it ciia t0i. “Anh ¢ quan tim! Puong nhién k anh quan tim dén ching ta. Nhung dimg trude cong
ch(mg va gia vo 1a mdt cdu con trai yéu quy cua...” Anh li€c nhin Elinor. “Chuyén d6 that 16 bich. Di€u d6 s& ha thap gia tri ctia dam cuéi. Emhi€u duge
diéu do chi?”

“Luke... dwong nhién em hiéu,” t6i n6i, ¢ gidu sy vui sudng trong giong ndi. “Néu anh mubn hity bé dam cudi thi em ciing s& vui vé dong 1ong voi anh.”
Toi khong tin ndi diéu ndy. Toi thodt roi. Toi thoat roi!

“Em néi nghiém tic dy chir?”” Anh nhin t6i ngd virc.

“Duong nhién 1 em rit nghiém tic! Néu anh mudn hity dam cudi, thi em s& khong phan ddi. Thye ra... hily hiy nd ngay lap tirc dil”

“Em diing l mot thién than, Becky Bloomwood.” Giong Luke d6t nhién khan di. “Khi dong y ma khong mdt chit do dur...”

“Néu do Ia didu anh muén, Luke,” t6i n6i don gian. “D6 moi l didu quan trong véi em.”

DPung 1a phép mau!

Khong 6 bt cir su 1y giai nao khac.

Mét lan trong doi toi, Chua da thyrc sy ]éng nghe. Hoac la Nguoi hodc 14 thanh Ganesh ctia dao Hindu.

“Anh khong thé am chuyén nay.” Lin dau tién trong giong ni ctia Elinor ¢6 chiit run rdy. “Anh khong thé cir thé m tir bo dam cui t6i t6 chirc cho anh.
P tiénra cho anh.”

“Toi ¢6 thé.”
“Pay 1a mdt sy kién rat dugc chuy! Ching ra ¢6 t6i bbn trim nguoi s€ toi du! Nhiing nhan vat quan trong. Ban bé cua t6i, ctia t6 chue tir thién...”
“0, ba s& chi can phai bia ra Iy do nao d6.”

Elinor tién vai budc vé phia anh va t6i ngac nhién thiy ring ba dang run Ién vi gién dit. “Néu anh lim nhu vdy, Luke, t6i thé 1 ching ta s& khong bao g
ndi chuyén véi nhau nita.”

“V6i t6i nhur vay ciing tot. Bi ndo, Becky.” Anh kéo tay t6i va toi di theo, suyt trurot chin ngd trén tim tham trai san.

T6i 6 thé thay khudn mt Elinor lai co giat, va thit ngac nhién, t6i cam thy hoi thuong ba ta. Nhung sau do, khi ching 61 quay di va ctng nhau rao
nhirng budc dai ra khéi can ho, ti gat bo cai cdmxuc d6 luon. Elinor da di xau xa vai toi va gia dinh ti roi. Ba ta dang bi nhur vay.

sk

Ching t6i im king budc xudng ting. Toi nghi ca hai ching t6i déu bang hoang khing khiép. Luke gio tay vay taxi, cho ti xé biét dia chi va ca hai chui vao
Xe.

Sau khoang ba khu nha thi ching t6i nhin nhau. Luke xanh xao va kh& run run.
“Anh khong biét phéi n6i gi nita,” anh n6i. “Anh khong thé tin ndi 1 anh vira lm viée do.”
“Anh d rat thong minh,” t6i kién quyét néi. “La do ba 4y tur gy ra thoi”

Anh quay ngudi trén ghé va nghiém chinh nhin t6i. “Becky, anh rét tiéc vé chuyén d4m cudi. Anh biét em da mong doi n6 nhiéu nhu thé néo. Anh s& dén
bu cho em Anh hira day. Chi can cho anh bict la phai lam thé nao thoi”

T6i nhin anh, suy nghi rat lung. Puoc r6i, t6i phai di budc ndy that can thin méi dwoc. Néu hanh dong sai lam, moi thir s& tan tanh hét ca.
“VAy.... anh van mudn két hon chir? Anh biét ddy, n6i chung ay.”

“Puong nhién 14 ¢6!” Luke ¢6 vé choang vang. “Becky, anh yéu em. Tham chi con nhiéu hon trurge kia. Thye ra, anh chua timg yéu em nhiéu nhu khi
chiing ta & trong can phong d6. Khi em da hy sinh mot cach la thudng vi anh, ma thim chi khong hé ¢ mdt gidy phut do dy.”

“Gi co? O, dam cudi! Vang” T6i voi vang dinh than lai. “Vang, ding thé. Bao em im vay ding 1 doi hoi rét nhidu. Va trm... vé... dam cudi...”

Toi gan nhu khong thé ndi ra diéu do. Toi cam thiy nhur thé minh dang c6 gir thing bang cho 14 bai cudi cling trén dinh ctia kim tr thap quan bai. Toi



phai lam cho thét dung,

“Anh nghi sao vé& viéc im d4m cudi ¢... Oxshott?”

“Oxshott. Hoan hao.” Luke nhéim mit lai va tira lung vao ghé, trong anh c6 vé phd phac.

Toi chét ling vi khong tin ndi. Tét ca moi viée déu vé ding vi trf ctia minh. Phép miu thét tron ven.

Khi chimng 61 di xubng dai 16 5, t6i nhin ra ngoai cira s6 xe, dot nhién nhén biét dugc thé gi61 bén ngoai. Léan dau tién dé y y ring dang i mia hé. Rang d6
la mOt ngay néng dep. Rang ctra hang Saks c6 mot cira s6 trung bay do boi moi. Nhitng diéu nho bé ma t6i khong thé thiy, néi gi &én trén trong, vi toi
da qua lo ling, qua cing thing

Toi cam thiy nhur the minh da lu6n di lai ma mang mbt ganh ning trén lung sudt thoi gian dai vira qua, t01 da quén mét di thang lung 12 nhur thé ndo.
Nhung gior ddy, cudi ciing thi gnh ning d4 duoc nhic bo, i c6 thé can thin dimg thing va dudi nguoi ra, va bat dau thiy that vui vé. Nhiing ngiy
thang ac mdng da két thic. Cudi ciing t6i ¢6 thé ngi hang dém
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Chuwong 19

CHi CO PIEU TOI KHONG NGU PUGC.
Thye té 12 t6i khong hé ngi chit ndo.

Rét lau sau khi Luke d& chim vao gidc ngii, t6i van nhin trimg trimg Ién trin nha, cam thay kho chiu. C6 diéu gi d6 khong 6n ¢ day. Chi i t6i khong 15
dolacaig

B ngoai thi moi thir ¢o veé hoan hao. Elinor bién khoi cude doi Luke i méi. Ching t6i ¢ thé két hén & qué nha. Toi khong phai lo ling vé Robyn nira.
Toi khong phéi lo ling vé bt cir diéu gi nira. Gidng nhur mit qua bong bowling I6n da dén trong cude doi ti va danh bay tat ca cac con ky xAu xa chi
bang mdt ¢ ném, chi dé lai nhitng con ky t6t ma thoi.

Ching t6i da c6 mot bira 61 an mimg thi vi, bét ndp mot chai champange, uéng mimg cho phan doi con lai ctia Luke, va cho dam cudi, cho nhau. Réi
chiing t0i bat dau ban chuyén s& di huong tuan trang mat ¢ dau, t6i khing khing doi di Bali con Luke n6i Moscow va ching t6i ciing phd Ién cudi, gan
nhu 14 kiéu tranh cai cuong loan khi ta dang trong trang thai hung phan cao d6 va khudy khoa. D6 1a mot budi t6i hanh phic tuyét voi. L& ra toi phai hoan
toan hai long roi chur.

Nhung bay gio toi ndm trén giwong va dau 6c t6i binh tinh lai, moi thir cir bam By t6i. Cai vé ciia Luke i nay. Gan nhur B qua vui vé. Qua lac quan. Cai
kiéu ctr cudi subt ciia ching toi. Nhur thé ching t6i khong dam ngimg lai.

Va nhirg thir khac nita. Cai dang vé ciia Elinor khi chiing t6i di. Cudc trd chuyén ctia t6i voi Annabel, miy thang trudc.
L& ra t6i nén cam thiy hoan hi. T6i nén cam thiy thoai méi. Nhung... khong, Khong hiéu sao t6i thiy diéu nay khong ding im
Cubi ciing, Itic ba gidr sang, t6i tut xudng khoi giwrong, di ra phong khach va bam dién thoai s6 ctia Suze.

“Chao Bex!” c6 ngac nhién noi “O béndo dangla méy gio thé?” t6i ¢6 thé nghe thiy am thanh nho nho ctia chwong trinh Bira sang nude Anh trong dién
thoai, va tiéng Ernie liu riu. “Chiia oi, t¢ xin 16i hom qua da khién cau khé chiu. Tir e d6 t6i gios t& cam thiy rat té...”

“Khong sao. Thye ra thi t6 da quén hét chuyén d6 rdi,” toi ngdi xudng san, kéo chit 4o ngi quanh minh. “Nghe nay Suze. Luke d cdi nhau nay lira v6i
me anh ay. Anh ay da iy dam cudi ¢ Plaza. ROt cude thi ching té c6 thé lam dam cuéi & Oxshott.”

“C4i gi?” Suze gho tudng Ién & dau day bén kia. “Thét khong thé tin nbi! That tuyét voi! Bex, t6 da rét o Eing! Thyc tinh ¢ da khong biét cau s& phai
lam gi. Chac han cau dang nhdy nhot trén tran nha ay chir! Chac han cau...”

“U. Gan nhu 1 vay.”
Suze nin tho' ngimg lai“Gan nhur vay nghia 1 sa0?”

“T6 biét moi chuyén da dugc gidi quyét. Té bidt tit ca tht tuyét voi.” Neon tay toi xodn chéit diy théit g ctia 4o choang ngi. “Nhung khong hicu sao...
t& khong cam thay tuyét voi lam.””

“Y cu I sa0?”" t6i c6 thé nghe thdy Suze ha giong xubng, “Bex, ¢6 chuyén gi khong on vay?”
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“T6 thay t0i t&,” toi voi vang noi. “To camthay nhu the t¢ da théng nhung 6 lai khong nuontlvmg Y t6 13, OK, t& da c6 moi thir ma t6 mudn. Luke
da n6i ra hét véi Elinor; anh dy s& tra tién cho nguoi to chirc dam cudi, ching t6 ¢6 thé t6 chirc dam cudi & qué nha... vé mét nay thi moi thir du rit

tuyét voi. Nhung mit khac...”
“Mat khac nao?” Suze noi. “Khong cd mit khic nao hét!”

“C6 ddy. Tt nhét... t& nghiila c6.” Toi bét dau can mong tay mdt cach vo thirc. “Suze, 6 1o cho Luke. Anh y thyc sy da cong kich me anh dy. Va bay
€0 anh ay ndi s€ khong bao gid n6i chuyén véi ba ay nita...”

“Thé thi sao? Chéng phai d6 1a diéu tbt sao?”

“Té khong biét. Liéu co tdt khong?” t6i nhin cham cham xudng san nha mot hoi. “Hién gioanha dy rat phon pho. Nhung neu anha dy bat dau thay toi 161 thi
sa0? Néu diéu nay Bmkh anh 4 dy trong tuong lai thi sa0‘7 Cau biét diy, Annabel, me ké ctia anh 4y, da timg ndi voi t6 ring néu té ¢d day Elinor ra khoi
cude doi Luke, vide d6 s& giy ton thurong cho anh 4y.”

“Nhung cau du c6 diy ba 4y ra khoi cude doi Luke,” Suze chi ra. “La anh dy da lam ddy chir.”

“Dling viy, c6 thé anh 4y da tur im minh ton thwong. Nhur kiéu... anh Ay tw chit canh tay ciia minh hay dai loai nhur thé.”

“Eo 6i, kinh qua!”

“Va by gior thi c6 mot vét thurong 1on mi khong ai thiy, va né mung mii, va mot ngay ndo dé boc mii s& lai v ra...”

“Bex! Thoi di! T6 dang an sang dy nhé.”

“Pugc rdi, xin 16i. T chilo cho anh 4y thoi. Anh Ay khong on m Va mot chuyén khéc nita B...” Toi nhim nghién mt, gin nhu khong thé tin ndi 1 toi
sap noira diéu ndy. “T¢ gan nhur... da thay doi suy nghi ctia minh vé Elinor.”

“Céu gi c0?”” Suze kéu Ién thit thanh. “Bex, am on ding néi nhing diéu nhur thé! Té suyt nita 1 danh roi Ernie xubng san nha rdi day!”

“T khong thich ba &y hay gi ca,” t6i voi n6i. “Nhung bon t¢ ¢6 n6i chuyén. Va t¢ nghi | ¢6 thé ba 4y c6 yéu Luke. Theo kiéu trong nong ngodi lanh ky
la ctia riéng ba dy.”

“Nhung ba ta d4 bo roi anh dy!”
“Té biét. Nhung ba Ay hdi han vi diéu do.”
“Q, thé thi sa0? Ba ta chic chin nén hdi han vi didu do!”

“Suze, t6 chi nghi ... c6 thé ba iy dang c6 mot co hoi khac.” Toi nhin chiim chim vao d4u ngdn tay minh dang dan chuyén mau xanh. “Y t6 k... cir nhin
to ma xem T da gy ra ti ti nhitng chuyén ngu ngoc, thiéu suy nghi. Té lam moi ngudi budn. Nhung ho ludn cho té thém mdt co hdinira.”

“Bex, ciu khong c6 gi gidng véi cai ba Elinor chét tiét do ca! Cau s& khong bao gidr bo roi con minh!”

“Té khong ndi 1 t6 gidng ba Ay! T& chi mudn ndi...” Toi yéu ot 4m g, tay tha Iong dan dai a0 ngi.

T6i khong thire su biét minh dang n6i gi nira. Va t6i khong nghi i Suze s& hiéu nhing gi ¢ vi tri cva t6i. C6 chua bao gio pham sai Jam trong cudc doi
minh. C6 uén vurgt qua moi chuyén that dé dang, chura bao gio' lam moi ngudi thét vong, khong bao gio dé ban thin gip rac roi. Nhung ti thi khong
nhur vay. T6i biét cai cam gidc khi Bm diéu g d6 ngu ngde - hodc i t& hon ca ngu ngde - 1 nhur thé ndo va 16 lai ude, hon tat ca moi didu, 1 t6i chura
tirng lam diéu do.

“Vay tit ca nhimg diéu nay nghia i sao? Sao cau lai...” Giong Suze dot nhién sic 1én day canh giac. “Khoan da. Bex, day khong phai ki cach noi ciia
caudé dienta y 1a rot cude cau muon lam dam cudi 6 New York day chir?”

“Khong don gian I3 nhu vay dau,” t61 ndi sau mot thoang ngdp ngtmg,
“Bex... To s& giét cau. T s& lam that dy. Néu bay gio cau bao 1 cau mubn két hon & New York...”

“Suze, t6 khong mudn két hon & New York. Puong nhién 1 t¢ khong mudn rdi! Nhung néu bay gidr bon t6 b dam cudi... thi coi nhur xong, Elinor s&
khong bao gio ndi chuyén voi t¢ hay Luke nita. Khong bao gio.”

“T¢s khong tin didu ndy. T6 khong tin ndi! Cau lai dinh pha hoai moi thir phai khong?”

“Ding lic moi thir dang rét 6n! Piing lic, mot lan trong doi cau, cau khong gip ric i va t& co thé bt dau thu gian...”



“Becky?”

Toi giat minh ngude 1én nhin. Luke, miic so mi va quin dui, dang dimg d6 nhin t6i hoang mang.

“Em 6n chir?” anh hoi.

“Em 6n,” t6i vira n6i vira dit tay Ién che dng nghe. “Chi dang n6i chuyén voi Suze thoi. Anh ngii tiép di. Em s& khong néi chuyén lau dau.”
Toi chér dén khi anh da di rdi 16 chan dén gin 16 swdi lic ndy van dang toa ra hoi dmnhe.

“Puoc 10i, Suze, nghe ndy,” t6i ndi. “Chi... chi nghe t¢ ni thoi nhé. Té khong dinh im hong moi chuyén. TG da suy nghi rat nhidu, va t6 ¢6 y tudng thién
tai ndy...”
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9 gt sang hdm sau t6i c6 mat trude can ho cua Elinor. T6i da an mac rét can than va van b com I kiéu phai vién ngoai giao ctia Lién hop qudc bang
vai lanh thanh nha nhat ma t6i cd, phoi véi mit doi giay mui tron déu. Mac du t6i khong chic 1a Elinor s€ danh gia cao nhitng no hye ctia minh. Khi ba md
ctra, trong ba con xanh xao hon moi khi va niit ba tréng nhur dao gam

“Rebecca,” ba lanh ing noi.

“Elinor,” t6i dap 104, lanh ling khong kém. Roi t6i nhd ra 1 minh dén day dé hoa giai. “Elinor,” toi nhic lai, ¢b thém mdt chit ndng 4m vio giong noi.
“Chau t6i d€ noi chuyén.”

“Dé xin 161, ba ta n6i, di thing vao hanh lang,

Chta o, ba ra diing la mbt con bo. Ma du sao dinira, t0i da lim gi nao? Khong lam gi ca! Trong chdc 14t t6i nghi dén chuyén quay lung bo vé. Nhung
t01 dd quyet dinh Iam viéc nay, vay thi toi s& lam.

“Khong hén,” ti noi. “Chi i n6i chuyén thoi, v& bac. Va Luke.”

“N6 da hdi han vi nhitng hanh dong hap tip ctia minh.”

“Khong”

“N6 muén xin 16i.”

“Khong! Khéng hé! Anh 4y bi ton thirong, tirc gian va anh iy khong mudn dén gan bac thém lin ndo nira!”

“Vay sao chau lai & day?”

“Vi... chau nghi néu ca hai ngudi ¢d ging lam lanh thi s& t5t hon. Hodic it nhat ciing lai ndi chuyén véi nhau.”

“Bac ching c6 gi dé ndi véi Luke ca,” Elinor tra 1. “Bac khong ¢6 gi dé ndi voi chau. Nhu Luke da néi hom qua, mdi quan hé nay da két thic rodi.”
Chuia oi, ho that 1 gidng nhau.

“Vay... bac da bio cho Robyn biét chuyén hity dam cudi chura?” Dy I ndi lo s¢' thim kin ciia t6i, va t6i nin thé chdr cu tra 1o

“Khong Toi nghii s& cho Luke mdt co hdi dé suy nghi lai. RS rang ddy | mot sai Am.”

T6i hit mot hoi that sau. “Chau s& khién Luke thure hién dam cudi. Néu bac xin 6 anh 4y.” Giong t6i hoi run. Toi khong thé tin 1a minh lai dang lim
chuyén nay.

“Chau wira ndi gi?”” Elinor quay lai sttng nhin vao toi.

“Bac xin 16i Luke va n6i... trmy, co ban B, bac yéu anh dy. Va chau s& thuyét phuc anh iy im dam cu6i & Plaza. Béc s& c6 mdt dm cudi Ion sang trong
danh cho ban be. D6 Ia thoa thuan.”

“Chau dang... mic ca voi bac?”

‘O... bung vay.” Toi quay lai d6i dién voi ba, va ndm chat hai tay bén nguoi. “Vé co ban, Elinor, chau téi ddy vi nhitng ly do hoan toan ich ky. Luke da
sai im vé bac trong sudt cude doi. Gio thianha 4y quyét dinh s& khong bao gio mudn 1 gap béc nita. Diéu d6 rat ding va rét tt - nhung chéu lo ring d6

chugl phai la dlem’ket. Chau lo ring trong thoi grlan‘hal ndm, anh Ay s& dot nhién quyét dinh quay lai New York dé tim bac, dé xem co diing 1 béac thrc
su t01 t€ nhu anh ay nghi khong, Va tat ca lai bat dau.”



“That | phi IY. Sao c6 dam...”

“Blinor, bac mudn dam cudi nay. Chau biét bac thue su mubn. Béc chi can phai t6t Vi con trai bac thi bac ¢6 thé ¢6 nd. Chau mudn n6i 1, chuyén dé
dau c6 gi la qua dang dau!”
Im king, Mt Elinor dan nheo lai, nhd hét mirc ¢6 thé tir an phiu thuat thAm my gin day nhét ciia ba.

“C6 ciing mudn dam cudi ndy, Rebecca. Lam on dimg 6 vos nhur ddy B mot 10 dé ngh hoan toan vi tha. €6 ciing thét than nhur t6i khi n6 hity bo dam
cudi théi. Thira nhédn di. C6 dén day vi c6 muon ket hon o Plaza.”

“Bac nghi d6 I Iy do chéu téi day?” t6i ha hdc mém nhin ba ta. “Vi chau dau khd khi dam cudi & Plaza bi hiy?”

T6i gAn nhu mudn pha 1én cudi dién cudng. Toi gan nhur mubn n6i cho ba ta toan bo syr that, tir dau t6i cudi.

“Tin chdu di, Elinor,” cudi cting toi n6i. “D6 khong phéi i 1Y do chau t6i ddy. Chéu c6 thé song ma khong can cai dam cudi & Plaza do. Phai, chéu da it
mong doi dam cu6i do va thue su rat himg khoi. Nhung néu Luke khong mu6n... thi théi. Chau c6 thé bo nhur the day. D6 khong phai la ban be chau.
Do khong phai 14 thanh pho qué chau. Chau thuc sy khong quan tam.”

Thém mdt khoang im king nhur t. Elinor di dén mot chiéc ban sét twong sang trong va, trrde sy ngac nhién ctia t6i, Ay mot diéu thude 14 ra va chdm lira.
Ba ta da gilt cai thoi quen d6 that kin dao!

“Chau c6 thé thuyét phuc Luke,” t6i n6i, nhin ba ta bo hop thude 1 xudng, “Con bac thi khong,”

“C6 diing 13.... ngoai strc tudng turong.” Ba ta ndi. “Ding d4m cudi ctia chinh minh dé mic ca.”

“Chdu biét didu d6. Vay nghia 1 bac dong y?”°

Toi da thing. Toi c6 thé biét diéu d6 qua nét nit ba ta. Ba ta da quyét dinh.

“Péy Ia nhimg gi bac phai n6i.” Toi léy ra mdt manh gidy tir trong ti. “D6 I tt ca nhimng didu Luke mudn nghe. Béc phai ndi véi anh éy ring bac yéu
anhay, bac phai ndi bac danhoanhaydenthe nao kh1anhayconnho bac danglnranganhaycr]alAnhse 6t hon, ring Iy do duy nhét bac khong
muon gip anh dy la vi bac sg' lamanh ay thét vong...” Toi dua to gidy cho Elinor. “Chau biét ching c6 diéu gi trong ny nghe ¢6 vé tu nhién ca. Vi viy
bac nén bit dau cau chuyén bing cau ‘Nhitng o1 ndy von khong tir nhién véime.” ”

Elinor bén thén nhin t& gidy. Ba ta tho manh va trong thoang chc, t0i nghi ba ta sp némnd vao ngudi tdi. ROL, mdt cach than trong, ba ta gip 1 gidy
vao va dat Ién ban. C6 phai dudi mit ba ta hoi giat git vi xtic dong khong? Ba iy dau khd? Pién tiét? Hay chi i khinh khinh?

Toi thét khong thé hiéu ndi Elinor, mot phit trude t6i con nghi ba dy dang mang trong minh mot tinh yéu séu sc 16n lao chua timg durge thé hién - va chi
mot phit sau 10 da nghi ba ta ding | mdt ngwoi dan ba ¢6 trdi tim lanh ling, Mot phit trurdc i vira nghi ba 4y hoan toan ghét t0i. Rdi t0i lai nghif c6 thé
ba ay khong bict sao minh lai ¢6 vé nhu vay. C0 the, sudt thoi gian qua, ba dy thure sur tin rang minh dang than thién. 'Y 61 14, néu khong ai ni cho ba ay
bict ba ay cu xur kinh khiing nhur thé nao... thi lam sao ba ay bict dugc?

“C6 n6i Luke c6 thé s& quyét dinh quay lai New York nghia 1 sa0?” Ba ta lanh nhat n6i. “Hai dtra dur dinh roi khoi day?”

“Ching chau van chura ban vé van dé d6,” t6i ndi sau mdt thoang ngap ngimg, “Nhung dung 14 vay. Chau nghi chiing chdu s& roi khoi day. New York
rat tuyét voi, nhung chau khong nghii nd con 1a mdt noi tot voi ching chau niva. Luke da ki€t strc. Anh ay can thay doi moi truong xung quanh.

Anh 4y can phai tranh xa ba, t6i thim nghi thém

“T6i hiéu.” Elinor dura diéu thudc Ién. “C6 biét viée t6i da sap xép mdt cude phong van véi ty ban Quan Iy ciia toa nha ndy chir? Vi nhimg nd hye ¢6
két qua dang ké.”

“Chdu biét. Luke ¢6 n6i chiu nghe. Nhung thire Iong mi néi, Elinor, ching chau s& khong bao gioy séng & ddy.”

Khuon nit ba dy ki run kn, va t6i 6 thé thiy K ba ta dang kimnén mdt cam xic ndo d6. Nhung d6 1 gi? Con giéin dit dién cudng voi t0i vi t0 ra qua
vO on? Hay Ia noi dau don khi rot cude Luke s& khong song trong tda nha ctia ba ay? Mot phan trong t6i to mo ghé gdm muon ot bo vé bé ngoai ctia ba
ta, gi miii vao va tim hiéu moi diéu vé ba ta.

Con mdt phan khéc, cai phan con nguoi biét diéu hon cta t6i n6i, ctr dé yén nd ddy, Becky. Cir ké no di.

Du d ra dén cira, t6i ciing khong kim duoc ma quay lai. “Elinor, bac co biét moi 1 nguroi déu ndi ring trong mdi nguoi béo déu c6 mdt nguoi gay dang
chat vat dé thot ra ngoai khong? Cha... cang nghi nhiéu vé bac, chau cang cho rang cé the €6 mot con nguoi tot dep nao d6 trong bac. Nhung néu

chirng ndo bac con t6 ra xau tinh véi moi ngudi va bao voi ho ring gidy ctia ho 1 d6 ré tién thi s& ching ai biét duoc diéu do ca.”

Déy. Hin 1 ba ta s& giét toi ngay by gio y chir. Tot hon hét t6i nén ra khoi day. C6 tréng ¢6 vé nhu khong phéi dang chay trdn, t6i di doc hanh lang va
ra khoi can hg. T6i dong canh ctra sau lung minh va tua lung vao, tim dap thinh thich.

Tt roi. Pén lic ndy moi thir déu rat on. Gio thi dén hrot Luke.
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“Anh thire khong hiéu sao em lai muén dén Phong Cau vong ™ Luke nga ngudi ra ghé taxi va cau ¢6 nhin ra cira sb.
“Viem chura bao gidr dén d6, duoc chua? Em mudn ngim canh & d6!”

“Nhung sao lai I3 bay gi6? Sao lai [a hdm nay?”

“Sao lai khong phai 1 hom nay?”” t6i liéc nhin dong ho r6i o king quan sat Luke.

Anh dang v& nhu minh hanh phtic. Anh v nhu minh thr tha. Nhung anh khong hé nhu vay. Anh dang 1 8.

B2 ngoai thi moi viéc bt dAu tré nén kha khiAm hon mot chit. ft nhét thi anh ciing khong dem quﬁp ao di cho ngudi khic nira, va sang nay anh thye sur
da cao rau. Nhung con lau anh moi trd lai duoc nhu trude. Hom nay anh da khong di lam, chi ngoi xem ba phim den tring do Bette Davis dong,

Ma ciing la 1 trude day t6i chura bao gior thiy duwoc su gidng nhau giita Bette Davis va Elinor.
Su that 14, Annabel da ding, t6i nghi khi nhin anh. Ding thé, dwong nhién | ba da dang. Ba hiéu con riéng ctia chong nhu theé anh B con dé ciia ba viy.
Va ba bict rang Elinor hién hiru trong Luke, 13 mdt phan ctia con nguoi anh. Anh khong the ctr the ma rii bd ba ta roi bude tiep duge. Anh can it nhat
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mot co hdi gidi quyet. Tham chi du nd cd dau don.

T6i nhim miét va thim cau xin tit ca céc vi thin. Xin hiy dé chuyén nay thanh cong. Lamon. Va 16i c6 thé ching t6i s& quén hét moi chuyén va tiép tuc
song.

“Trung tm Rockefeller,” tay tai xé taxi vira n6i vira dd xe lai, con toi mim cudi véi Luke, cb giéu su bdn chon.

T6i da ¢b nghi ra mdt noi ma Elinor it ¢6 kha néing bi tim thiy nhét - va két qua 1a Phong Cau vong & Trung tim Rockefeller, noi du khach dén udng
cocktail va nhin ngam quang canh Manhattan. Khi chiing t6i & trong thang may di 1én tang 65, ca hai ching t6i déu im Eing, va t6i tuyét vong cau nguyén
1a ba ta s€ & d6, rang moi chuyén s& on, rang Luke s€ khong qua buc minh véi toi..

Ching t6i bude ra khoi thang méy... va t6i dd c6 thé nhin thiy ba dy. Ngdi ¢ ban canh cira sb trong chiéc 4o khodc den tuyén, khudn mit ba turong phan
voi quang céanh...

Khi nhin thiy ba dy, Luke git minh.

“Becky. Cai quai gi...” Anh quay chin va t6i tom iy canh tay anh.

“Luke, lam on. Ba 4y mudn n6i chuyén v6i anh. Chi B... cho ba dy mdt co hoi thoi.”

“Emda sdp dat chuyén niy?”” Mit anh tring béch vi gian dit. “Emda ¢6 tinh dura anh dén day?”

“Em phai lam nhur viy! Néu khong anh s& khong dén. Chi nam phit thoi. Hay nghe nhiing gi ba 4y n6i.”

“Sao anh lai phai...”

“Em thyc sy nghi & hai ngudi cin n6i chuyén. Luke, anh khong thé et thé bo di nhur anh da im. Chuyén d6 s& &n dn &n mon con ngudi anh tir bén
trong! Va nd s€ khong kha hon trir khi anh ndi chuyén voi ba ay... Nao Luke.” T6i tha 10ng tay ra va nhin anh khan cau. “Chi nam phit thoi. D6 1a tat ca
nhing gi em doi hoi.”

Anh phéi dng y. Néu by it anh bo di, t6i chét chéc.

Mot nhém du khéch Biirc dén gin sau hing ching t6i va t6i thiy ho loanh quanh chd cira s6, ha hdc miéng kinh ngac day ngudng md trude quang canh.

“Naim phit,” cudi cimg Luke n6i. “Chi thé thoi ddy.” Anh chim chém bang qua phong va ngdi xudng ddi dién Elinor. Ba ta nhin toi va gat dau, con toi
quay di, tim dap rd nhanh. Lam on durng dé ba ta pha hoai lan nay. Lamon.
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Toi budc ra khoi quén bar va di dén mdt phong tréng, noi toi dimg bén cira sO chay xudng tan san, ngim nhin ca thanh pho. Mot lic sau, t0i nhin dong
hd. B nam phut trdi qua ma anh van chua xong xdc dira.

Ba Ay da thire hién phén thoa thudn ctia minh. Gidr dén huot t6i phai thue hién phén viée ctia minh.

Toi 161 dién thoai ra, cam thiy ngan ngAm vi so hii. Viée ndy s& kho ddy. Thuc sy s& rét kho khin. Toi khong biét me s& phan tmg thé ndo. Toi khong
bict me s& ndi gi nita.

Nhung diéu quan trong Ia du me ¢d ndi gj, cd gidn dix dén mirc no, toi biét me va toi s& khong sao. Mg va t6i da ludn nhur vay.



Nguoc lai, ddy c6 thé 1 co hoi duy nhét dé Luke hoa giai véi Elinor.

Khi nghe tin hiéu dang d6 chudng, t6i nhin ra nhitng tda nha v thap miu bac bt tin ciia Manhattan. Anh it troi chiéu xudng mdt tda nha, dé rdi bi
phan chicu lai 1én mot toa khac, nhu Luke da n6i. Nguoc xudi, t6i lui, khong bao gior thoat. Nhimng chicc taxi vang bén dudi trong tir xa nhur do choi
Tonka va dong nguoi dang h6i ha trong gidng nhur nhitng con con tring bé xiu. Va & giita 3 mdt ving cdy xanh hinh vudng ctia Cong vién Trung tim,
idng nhur mdt tAm tham trai ra cho tré con choi trén d6.

Toi nhin ra, ghi nh¢ béng doi miit. Toi ¢ thue sy noi thyre ong nhimg diéu véi Elinor hom qua khong? Toi 6 thit sw mudn Luke va t6i rdi khoi thanh
pho tuyét voi nay khong?

“A 16?” giong me vang Ién 1am gian doan dong suy nghif ctia t6i, va t61 ngéng phéit du lén. Trong mot thoang, t6i do ngudi ra vi so hii. Toi khong Bm nbi
diéu ndy.

Nhung t61 phai lam.
T61 khong con Iya chon nao khac.

“Con chao me,” cudi cling toi ndi, 4n chat nhitng mong tay vao 1ong ban tay minh. “Con... Becky day. Me nghe nay, con c6 chuyén can ndi voi me. Va
con e a me s€ khong thich chuyén nay lim...”

-
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Ching ta, hoi hoang mang vi ci dién thoai cua con. Ngoai 11 dambao rang moi viée s& 10 rang khi con giai thich cho ching ta, va ring ching ta phai tin
con, bd me thuc su khong hiéu chuyén gi dang xay ra nita.

Tuy nhién James va me da néi chuyén rt u va k§ ludng, va cudi cting d quyét dinh lam nhu con yéu cau. BS me da hity chuyén bay ctia bd me dén
New York va bao cho toan bo gia dinh.

Becky yéu quy, me hy vong moi chuyén s& 6n.
Véi nhing 1 chiic t6t dep nhét va toan b tinh yéu ching ta danh cho Luke...
Annabel
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C6 Bloomwood than mén,

Camon c0 rat nhiéu vi da giri gidy moi dén dyr d4m cudi ciia c6 t6i Walt Pitman.



Sau mot vai trao doi ching toi da quyét dinh cho ¢6 biét bi mét ctia minh. Walt Pitman thyc ra khong hé ton tai. D6 B mdt céi tén chung, duoc ding
tuong trung cho tat ca nhan vién chim séc khach hang,

Caitén “Wa}lt Pitman” dugc chon sau mit didu tra nhc')tp theo dién rong, goi nén mdt con ngurdi vira xuéit sic vira gﬁn gii. Phan hdi ctia céc quy khach
hang cho thay sy hién hitu lién tuc cua Walt trong doi song cuia cac khach hang d3 lam tang sy tin cdy va trung thanh 1€n hon 50%.

Ching toi & rat biét on néu ¢6 giit bi mat ndy cho riéng minh. Néu ¢6 vin mudn ¢ mdt dai dién ctia Second Union Bank t6i dw ddm cudi cia minh, t6i
rat vui long dugc ¢d mit. Sinh nhat ctia t6i 1a ngdy 5 thang Ba va mau yéu thich ctia t6i [a mau xanh.

Tréan trong

Bermard Lieberman

Pho Chu tich

Ban dang doc truyén Tin D6 Shopping Lay Chong duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 20

PUOC ROL PUNG HOANG LOAN. Chuyén ndy s& c6 két qua. Chi can t6i sang subt va binh finh, moi chuyén s& on.

“N6 s& khong bao gior c6 két qua dau,” giong Suze vang én bén tai toi.
“Céu im dil” t6i git gong.
“Triéu nam nita ciing khong c6 két qua dau. T6 chi dang canh bao cho cau biét thoi.”

“L& ra c4u khong nén canh béo t6! Dang I& cu phai khich I¢ t¢ chr!” t6i ha giong. “Va chi can moi ngudi im ding cong viée ctia minh thi moi chuyén s&
on. Phai la nhu vay.”

Toi dang dimg bén cira 6 cia phong suite & ting 12 clia Plaza, nhin ra Quéng trrong Plaza bén dudi. Bén ngoai kia B mdt nghy niing nong. Neuwoi ta di
loanh quanh van quan sodc va 4o phong, lam nhitng viéc binh thirong nhur thué xe ngwra di quanh cong vién, tung dong xu vao voi nurde.

Con t6i ¢ day, quén khéin tim quanh nguoi, méi toc duge chai dén mirc khong nhan ra ndi thanh kiéu Ngwdi dep ngii trong rimg, va it trang diém day
hang tac my pham, bude di loanh quanh trén mdt do6i giay xa tanh trang cao nhat ma t6i tirng gap trong doi. (Hi¢u Christian Louboutin, & ctra hang
Barneys. Toi da duge giam gia.)

“Cau dang lam gi vay?” giong Suze lai vang lén.

“Té dang nhin ra cira s6.”

“Nhin ra ctra s6 nhu viy dé lam gi?”

“T¢ khong biét.” Toi nhin mdt phy ni méic quan sodc jeans ngdi xudng ghé dai va mo dénh tach mt lon Coke, hoan toan khong biét I minh dang b
nhin. “Dé Iy binh finh nhur binh thurdng, 6 nghi thé.”

“Binh thudng?”” Toi nghe thiy Suze Eip bép trong dién thoai. “Bex, thé nay thi hoi mudn voi sy binh thudng roi day!

“Khong han thé!”

“Néu c4i sy binh thudng I hanh tinh Trai dat, cau c6 biét bay gio cau dang & dau khong?”

“O... Mt tring?” t6i d4nh bao noi.

“Cau dang & cach trai dat 50 triéu nam anh sang. Cau.. dang & mot dai ngan ha khac. Tir rét rat au roi”

“T6 ciing hoi cam thiy minh dang & mot thé gi6i khac,” t6i thira nhan, va quay lai quan sat cin phong suite trang & sau hrng minh.

Khong khi tht im Ang va niing né v6i mii diu thom, keo xit téc va s mong doi. Chd ndo ciing thiy nhitng bé hoa dep d&, gio trai cdy va chocolate, va

ca nhitng chai champagne u6p da. Phia bén kia, chd ban trang diém 1 tho im toc va tho trang diém dang néi chuyén phiém khi dang trang diém va lam
toc cho Erin. Trong khi d6, tay chup anh cho phdng sy dang thay phim, trg ly ctia anh ta dang xem Madonna trén kénh MTV va mt nhan vién phuc vu
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phong dang don di mt ot nira nhitng ly tach.

Tét ca thétt thét xa hoa, quyén rii. Nhung, clng e d6, n6 lai khién t6i nhé dén viée chuén bj sén sang cho vorkich he ¢ truong, Cia s6 s& duoc phi vai
den, con chung t6i tu tap dong duic trude guwong day phan khich, va & ngoai sn khau, ching t6i nghe thay cac bac phu huynh dang di vao, nhung ching
t61 khong dugc phép 1én nhin va gip ho...

“Bay gio cau dang lam gi?”” Gigng Suze lai vang 1én.

“Vin dang ngo ra cira s0.”

“Quai, c4u thdi nhin ra ctra s di! Cau chi con chua t6i mot tiéng rudi nita thoi dy!”
“Suze, thu gian nao.”

“Sao & co thé thur gidin duoc co chir?”

“Moi viée déu dn. Tt ca déu nim trong tAm kiém soat.”

“Va cau khong hé ndi cho ai biét, co n6i, hang triéu lin i, Cau khong hé n6i voi Danny.”

“Duong nhién 1a khong! Té dau ngde nhur vay!” 6 tién lai mdt goc dé khong ai c6 thé nghe thiy toi. “Chi Michael biét. Va Laurel. Vay thoi” “Va khong
ainghi ngd gica?”

“Khdng chiit ndo,” t6i ni, diing lic Robyn di vao phong, “Chao Robyn! Suze, td s€ n6i chuyén véi cau sau, duoc chir...”
Toi dit dién thoai xuéng va mim cuoi véi Robyn, chi ta mc mit b dd vest mau héng twoi, deo tai nghe va cambo dam

“Puoc 10, Becky,” chi ta ndi, vé nghiém tic va chuyén nghi¢p. “Giai doan mdt da hoan thanh. Giai doan hai dang dugc tién hanh. Nhung chiing ta ¢
mot vin dé.”

“Thét sa0?” t6i nudt e miéng, “La gi vay?”
“Chura c6 ai trong gia dinh Luke dén ca. BS anh dy, me k&, mot s6 anh em ho c6 tén trong danh séch... C6 bao voi t6i rang ho d n6i chuyén voi c6?”
“Vang, diing vay.” Toi hing giong. “Thét ra... ho vira moi goi lai. Toi ¢ 3 chuyén bay ctia ho ¢6 vén d&. Ho n6i cir thay nguoi vao chd cia ho.”

“Thét sa0?” Mt Robyn xj xudng. “That qud ¢! Toi chua bao gios thy mdt dam cudi nio lai ¢6 nhicu thay doi & phit cudi nhur dam cudi nay! Phit dau
mAi... phttré mii... gido simodi... ¢d vé nhur tat ca moi thir da thay doil”

“Toi biét,” t0i ndi vé hdi 1bi. “Toi thét sur xin I6i v t6i biét nhur vdy c6 nghia | phéi lam rit nhidu vige.” Toi bt chéo ngdn tay sau hrng, “Chi  ty dung
t1 thay Michael lam phép cudi cho chung t6i s€ tot hon Ia mdt nguoi xa la. Y t6i 1, vi anh ay 1a mdt ngudi ban 1au nim va anh ay cé du tu cach d€ lam
viéc d6 va moi thir khac nira. Vay nén Luke phai tim mdt phu ré khac...”

“Nhung d6i y chi ba tuan trude  cudi! Va cd biét ddy, cha Simon rét budn vi b tir chdi. Cha thic méc khong biét co phai 1 vi méi toc ctia cha khong.”
“Khong! Durong nhién 1 khong rdi! Khong c6 gi lién quan dén cha hét, that ddy...”

“Va r0i bd me ¢d déu bi én soi. Y 61 13, sao tring hop thé? >

“T6i biét!” t6i ¢ tao vé niit budn ba. “Piing  xui xéo.”

C6 tiéng lach cach tir bd dam va Robyn quay di.

“Vang?”” chi ta ni. “Gi viy? Khong! Toi da béo 14 4nh sang vang rue 13! Khong phai xanh da troi! Puoc rdi, t6i t6i ngay ddy...” Khi ra dén cira, ¢o ta
quay lai nhin,

“Becky, t0i phai di ddy. Toi chi mudn ndi 1 nhitng thay d6i nay khién t6i ban udn tay luén chan, nén c6 mdt vai chi tiét nho nhd dugc thém vao ma
chiing ta chura ¢6 thoi gian ban bac. Vay nén t6i ctr tién hanh théi. Puge cha?

“Thé ndo cling dugc,” t6i noi. “Toi tin sy danh gia ctia chi. Cam on Robyn.”
skksk

Khi Robyn di khoi, c6 tiéng g trén cira va Christina di vao, trong cuc ky tuyét voi trong bd d miu vang nhat cia Issey Miyake v tay cam mot ly
champagne.

“Co dau thé nao roi?”” C6 mim cudi ndi. “Bon chon khong?”?



“Khong han!” toi nbi.
Diéu d6 kha ding

Thue ra thi diéu d6 hoan toan ding. Toi con hon cé o Eing. Hoéc 1 moi viée theo diing ké hoach va dién ra ém dep. Hoéic 1 khong nhw thé va trd thanh
tham hoa. T6i cling chang thé lam gi dugc nita.

“T6i vira n6i chuyén v6i Laurel,” ¢ ndi, nhip mdt ngum champagne. “Toi khong biét ¢6 Ay lai lién quan nhiéu dén dam cudi nhur vay.”
“0, khong hén, t6i ndi. Chi 1 ¢6 Ay dang gitip t6i mdt viée nho nho Ay ma...”

“Vay t6i hiéu ro1.” Christina nhin t6i qua chiée ly, va t6i bdng nhién thic mic khong biét Laurel da n6i cho ¢6 dy dén mirc ndo.

“Cb 4y c6 ndi cho ¢d biét... 1 gitp t6i viee gi khong?” t6i than nhién noi.

“Cb 4y cho toi biét noi dung chinh. Becky, néu c6 lam duogc didu nay...” Christina n6i. C6 Fic dau. “Néu c6 lim duoc viée ndy, cd ximg dang dugc nhan
giai Nobel v& sur ca gan ddy.” C6 nang ly én. “Vi ¢6. Va chic may mén.”

“Camon.”

“Nay Christina!” c4 hai chiig t6i quay lai nhin Erin di vé phia chiing toi. C0 4y da méic bo vay phit dau dai mau tim, téc duoc bdi cao Ién thanh b kiéu
c0, niit sang ruc 1én vi phan khich. “Chi dé Nguoi dep ngh trong rirng chang phai rat tuyét sao? C6 da nhin thay bd vay cudi ctia Becky chura? Toi
khong the tin n6i minh lai 1a phi dau! Toi chura Iam phi dau bao gio ca!”

T6i nghi Erin dang rét phan khich duoc thang tién. Khi toi ndi rang ban thin nhét ciia t6i, Suze khong thé c6 mit, va ¢6 Ay ¢ mudn trd thanh phit dau
cua t6i khong, co ay da thire sy 6a khoc.

“T6i chua nhin thiy bd vay cudi ctia Becky,” Christina n6i. “Toi gan nhu khong dam.”

“N6 dep lim!” t6i qua quyét. “Dén xem thir di.”

T6i dan c6 vao khu vure thay db 1ong Ry, noi chiéc vay ctia Danny dang dugc treo & do.

“Tron ven trong mdt manh,” Christina nhan xét. “Khoi dau tot day.”

“Christina,” t6i n6i. “Cai ndy du co gidng 40 phong, Cai ndy & mdt trinh d6 khac hdn. Nhin nay!

Toi chi khong tin ndi Danny da hoan thinh mdt tac phém tuyét voi nhur thé ndy. Dit chura bao gios thira nhén diéu d6 véi Christina, nhung t0i khong thrc
su trong chd duge mic chi€e vay cta cau dy. Thuc ra, thyre long ma néi, tuan trude t6i da bi mat dat mot chiéc vay cua Vera Wang,

Nhung rdi mot dém Danny g cira, ca khudn miit anh rang ngdi vi phn khich. Anh 16 t6i 1én ting vao cin hd ctia anh, kéo t6i qua hanh lang va mo tung
ctra vao phong anh. Va t6i khong néi nén 1oi.

Tir xa, trong nd giong nhu mot chiéc Vay Cudi mau tring ¢o dlen, voi phan trén bo chit, chan vay bong lang man va dudi vay dai. Nhung cang nhin gan,
s€ cang théy nhitng chi tiét duoc thiét ké riéng rat tuyét voi & khap noi. Diém xep nép bang vai Jeans tring & sau lung. Nhén hiéu Danny nho duoc gap
nép va tap trung & dudng li chiét eo. Sequin tring, da trang strc lip lanh sang khdp dudi vy, giéng nhur ¢6 ai d6 da db ca mdt hop keo 1énné vay.

To6i chura bao gioy thdy mot chiéc vay cudi nhur vay. N6 la mdt tac phdm nghé thuat.

“Vay,” Christina n6i. “T6i s& ndi tht. Khi nghe ¢6 n6i ring s& méc thiét ké ciia anh Kovitz tré tudi, toi da hoi lo Eing. Nhung céi ndy...” c6 cham vio mdt
hat curdom nho. “Toi bi an twong day. Co vé dudi vay s€ khong bi roi ra khi c¢d bude trén 16i di trong nha tho.”

“Khong dau,” toi qua quyét véi cd. “Toi da méic no di loanh quanh khéip can hd trong nira tiéng dong hd ddy. Khong c6 sequin ndo bi roira ca!”
“Trong co & rat tuyét ddy,” Erin mo mang noi. “Gidng nhu mdt cong chia vay. Va trong can phong do...””

“Can phong that hoanh trang,” Christina noi. “Toi nghi s& khdi ngurdi ha hde mdm kinh ngac cho mi xem”

“T6i van chura thdy n6,” t6i n6i. “Kobyn khéng muén i vao do.”

“Oi, ¢6 nén ngd qua xem thé ndo,” Erin néi. “Chi nhin Ién mot phat thoi. Trude khi cin phong ngip tran ngwoi.”

“Toi khong thé! Néu ai do thdy t6i thi sao?”

“Thoi ndo,” Erin ndi. “Trim khén lén. S& khong ai biét d6 i ¢6 dau.”

Toiron rén di )glléng tAng trong mot chiéc 40 khodc c6 mil trim dau di muron, voi ngoanh mit di khi di qua ai d6, cam thiy minh nghich ngom dén buén
cuoi. Toida thay ban ke hoach ctia nguoi thict ke, va khi day canh ctra d6i bude vao Phong Pai tiéce, t6i nghii minh cling bict so so' s€ nhin thay cai gi.



Mot thir ngoan muc. Mot thir n tuong.

T6i khong hé durgc chuén bi tinh than trude khi bude vao can phong do.

N6 giéng nhu bude vao mot thé gidi khac.

Mot khu rimg bj phit phép Ip lanh énh bac. Nhitng canh cdy ubn vom trén cao khi i nhin lén. Nhing bong hoa dudng nhw moc ra tir nhimg u dét. C6
ca nhiing cay leo, trai cay va mit cdy rao day nhiing tri tdo bac, mdt mang nhén day nhiing giot suwong... va cd phdi la chim thit dang bay trén kia
khong nhi?

Pén mau chiéu 16m dém trén canh cy va toa xudng hang ghé. Hai phu nit dang tir ton chai nhitng xo vai vun trén nhitng chiéc ghé c6 Fip boc. Mot ong
van do jeans dang buc mot soi ddy vao tham Mot anh & trén thiét bi chiéu sang dang chinh sira mdt canh cy mau bac. Mot nghé si violon dang thir
day dan, va 6 tiéng tréng tram tram vang lén.

Cai nay that giéng v6i hau truong & mot churong trinh Broadway.

Toi dimg 6 mot bén, nhin xung quanh, ¢b ghi nhé moi chi tiét. Toi chura bao gioy nhin thiy thir gi nhu thé nay trong doi, va chic 1a t6i s& khong con duge
nhin thiy lan nao nita.

Dot nhién toi thiy Robyn di vao phong ¢ phia xa, vira di vira ndi vao mic deo ¢ tai. Mat chi ta dio quanh phong v ti gidu minh vao chiéc 4o khoac cb
mil. Trurde khi bi chi ta phat hién ra, t6i roi khoi Phong Pai tiéc va vao thang may di Ién Phong Khiéu Vii Lon.

Khi cira thang may sip d6ng lai, hai ngudi phu nit dimg tudi mic vay den va so mi tring di vao.

“Ba c6 thdy chiéc banh khong?” mot trong hai néi. “ft nhit 1a ba nghin d6.”

“Nha nio ddy nhi?”

“Sherman,” ngudi phy nir dau tién n6i. “Elinor Sherman.”

“O, ra ddy 1 d4m cudi Elinor Sherman.”

Cura mo va ho budce ra khoi thang may.

“Bloonwood,” t6i ndi mudn mang. “To6i nghi tén c6 dau 1a Becky...”
Duisao thi ho cling c6 nghe dau.
Toi than trong di theo ho vao Phong Khiéu vii Lon. Can phong 1on mau vang va tring noi Luke va t6i s& 1 cip nhéy chinh.

Oi chiia oi. N6 thdm chi con Ion hon t6i nhé. N6 tham chi con ryc 16 va hoanh trang hon. Nhing anh dén pha dang quay tron khéip phong, chiéu sang
cac ban cong va chic dai treo. Dot nhién ching chuyén sang hiéu (mg nhap nhdy, roi loe 1én anh sang kiu nhac disco, nhdy nhot trén khudn miit nhirng
nhAn vién hiu ban dang chinh trang cac ban lan cu6i. Moi chiéc ban tron déu c6 mot binh hoa trang ¢ gitta ban thit 1ong lay. Tran nha duoc boc bang vai
muslin, dén duoc ket thanh nhiing soi dai trong nhu chudi ngoc trai. San nhdy rong ménh mbng va bong loang. Trén san khau, mot ban nhac murdi nhac
cu dang thir &m T6i chong vang nhin quanh va thiy hai trg Iy ciia cira hang banh Antoine dang ngdi trén ghé gin nhitng bong hoa tuy lip bang duong
cudi cing Ién chiéc banh cao hai mét rudi. Khip noi trin ngap mii hiong hoa, nén va ca sy mong doi.

“Xin 161, t6i nhéy tranh sang bén khi mdt tay phuc vu ban ddy mot chiéc xe dung dd di qua.

“T6i ¢6 thé gitp duoc gi cho ¢6?” mdt ngudi phu nit deo thé Plaza trén 4o noi.

“T6i chi &... xem qua qua Ay m...” t0i n6i.

“Xem qua?” mit ¢6 ta nheo lai dy nghi ngd.

“Vang! Phong truong hop khi t6i... o... mudn két hon.” Rdi t6i quay di trude khi ¢b ta kip hoi thém duoc cau ndo. Dit sao t6i ciing da xem du roi.
Toi khong rd tir dAly vé lai phong suite thi di 16i no, v6i cé noi ny qua 16n, t6i & lac a cdi chéic, vay I toi di thing xudng tang trét va kin ddo hét mitc c6
the khi di qua Palm Court dén thang mdy.
Khi di qua mdt goc phong co dat ghé sofa, rdi dimg lai. Co mdt cai dau toc den quen thude. Mot ban tay quen quen dang cam mdt thir tréng gidng nhur
mot ly gin&tonic.

“Luke?”” anh quay lai va ngdy ngudi nhin t6i - va dot nhién t6i nhé ra 1 it minh dang bi che mat mot nira. “Em day!” ti xuyt xuyt. “Becky?”” anh ngdy
vure noi. “Em lam gi & day vay?”

“Em mudn xem hét moi thir. N6 that tuyét phai khong?” t6i nhin quanh xem minh ¢6 bi sdm soi khong roi voi ngdi xubng chiéc ghé dbi dién anh. “Trong
anh tuyét im.”



Trong anh con trén ca tuyét voi 4y chir. Trong anh thye sy 1ong Jay v6i chiéc tuxedo miu den khong ché vao dau dugc va so mi tréng banh bao. Mai toc
den sam ctia anh bong 1én dudi anh deén, va t6i c6 the ngiri thay niii mrde hoa cao rau quen thude ctia anh. Khi mat anh giip mat t64, t6i cam thay cé gi
d6 thoat ra trong t6i, nhur mot cudn day duoc thao bung ra. Dithdm nay cé xay ra chuyén gi - du toi ¢6 thanh cong hay khong - hai chiing t6i cling & bén
nhau. Hai ching t6i s& khong sao.

“Ching ta khong nén néi chuyén véi nhau, em biét ddy,” anh kh& mim cudi va néi. “Thé s& mang lai xui xé0.”

“Em biét,” t6i n6i, va nhap mot ngum gin&tonic ctia anh. “Nhung thire Iong mé néi, em nghi hién gior chiing ta khong phai kiéng khem g ca.

“Y em 4 sa0?”

“O... khong c6 g.” Toi dém dén nam, tir 1én day c6t tinh thin rdi n6i, “Anh da nghe n6i vé viée bd me anh bi hodn chuyén bay chua?”

“C6, anh duoc bo rdi.” Luke cau may. “Em c6 n6i chuyén véi ho khong? Emco biét khi ndo ho dén noi khong?”

“0, s6m thoi, em nghii vy,” t6i mo hd n6i. “Dumg lo, ho ndi chéc chéin s& nhin anh bude di trong gido dudng”

Piéu nay thi ding, Nhung theo kiéu khéc.

Luke khong biét gi vé ké hoach ctia t6i. Anh da c6 qua nhiéu chuyén phai doi mét roi. It nhat Iin ny t6i s& a ngwoi chiu trach nhiém.

Toi cam théy nhu nhin thiy mdt con ngurdi hoan toan khéc ciia Luke trong subt miy tuan qua. M6t Luke tré trung hon, d& b ton thurong hon, con nguoi
ma ca thé gii con lai khong hé biét. Sau khi gip Elinor, anh da rat tram]ang trong mdt thoi gian. Khong c6 con boe phat ndo; khong c6 canh bi kich
ndo. Kiéu g d6, anh don gian i tr6 lai binh thuong. Nhung anh van yéu 6t, van kit suc. Van chang c6 vé gi la s& di lam lai. Trong hai tun, anh chi ngii
va ngli, murdi bon hodc mudi im tiéng dong hd mot ngay. Nhur thé murdi nimnd hre qua sire cudi cling ciing da bét kip anh.

Gioy anh da dan tro lai i con nguwdi truée kia von ¢6 clia minh. Anh dang tr lai céi vo ty tin nguy trang ciia minh. Ci vé méit v cam khi anh khong mudn
nguoi ta biét tinh cam ctia minh. Cai bd dang thao vat, c6 vé chuyén nghi€p d6. Tuan wira 161 anh d quay lai van phong lam viéc, va moi thir déu nhu
trudc.

Nhung ciing khong hin. Vi dit v6 ngoai da trd lai, nhung quan trong 13, t61 da thiy phan dudi cta c4i bé mit d6. Toi da thiy Luke lim viéc nhur thé nao.
Anh da suy nghi nhur thé ndo, anh so gi va anh thyre sy mudn gl & cude doi. Trude khi tit ca nhing chuyén ny xay ra, ching t6i da ¢ bén nhau hon hai
ndm Ching t6i song cling nhau, ching t6i i mot cip thanh cong. Nhung i toi cam thay minh biét anh theo cai cach ma i chura timg biét trrde do.
“Anh ctr nghii méii vé cude ndi chuyén véi me anh,” anh n6i, tur yr nhin ly rrou. “Lic & trén Phong Cau vong.”

“Vay sao?” 161 canh giac ndi. “Chinh xac thi nhitng gi...”

“Anh van thiy né that khé hiéu.”

“Khé hiéu?” t6i ndi sau mdt thoang ngdp ngimg, “Sao lai thé?”

“Anh chira bao gid nghe thay ba dy n6i chuyén nhur vay bao gio. Chuyén do c6 vé khong that im.”” Anh ngude 1én. “Anh khong biét co nén tin ba dy
khong.”

T6i nga ngudi vé phia trude va ndm Ay tay anh. “Luke, chi vi ba dy chura bao gior ndi nhimg diéu d6 véi anh, nhur thé khong c6 nghiia 1 nhing diéu do
khong diing sy that.”

Do 14 nhig gi ma 61 da gan nhur ngiy ndo ciiing n6i voi anh ké tir khi anh gip Elinor hom d6. Téi mudn ngin anh thdi nhéc di nhéc lai né. Toi mudn anh
chép nhan nhitng gi ba 4 ay 4 n6i, va hanh phiic. Nhung anh thong minh qua nén khong thé nhur vay. Anh im king mot hdi, va toi biét anh dang hdi tudng
lai doan hoi thoai trong dAu.

“Mot s6 diéu ba Ay n6i c6 vé rét ding, nhing thir con lai thi lai qua gia dbi”

“Doan nao nghe gia d6i?” t6i khé néi. “Bm to mo chit?”

“Khi ba &y ndi rang ba &y tur hao vé moi thir ma anh da B, tir viée thanh Bp cong ty cho t6i chuyén chon em im v. Biéu d6 khong that... Anh khong
biét nita...” Anh Fic dAu.

“Em nghi diéu d6 kha t5t ddy chir!” t6i van lai trurde khi kip ngin ban than. <Y em ... anh biét ddy... d6 dung 14 nhitng gi ba 4y nén n6i...”

“Nhung roi ba &y noi dén nhitng chuyén khéc. Ba y noi tir khi anh sinh ra, chura ¢6 ngy nao | ba khong nhé dén anh.” Anh ngip nging. “Va cai cach
ma ba ndi diéu do... Anh thye sy tin ba.”

“Ba Ay d4 noi thé?” t6i ngac nhién noi.

Trong tO gidy i dua cho Elinor khong hé nhic t6i chuyén do. Toi voi Iy ly ruou ciia Luke va nhap mdt ngum, cd suy nghil



“Em thyc sy nghi ba éiy’ 16i thre Iong,” cubi cing t0in6i. “Thyc ra... Embiét dféy do. Vﬁn aé quan trong la, ba 4y mudn n6i v6i anh ring ba Ay yéu anh.
Dui cho nhitng diéu ba ay ndi nghe khong tu nhién lam, nhung do 14 nhiing gi ba ay muon anh biet.”

“Anh ciing nghii vy.” Anh nhin vao mét ti. ‘Nhung di1 vy, tinh cam ctia anh danh cho ba khong nhur trude kia nita. Anh khong thé quay lai trude kia.”
“Khong,” t6i ndi sau khi im king ic. “Dung vy... Em nghi @6 hén | mot diéu tot.”

Biia mé da dugc giai. Cudi ciing Luke ciing da tinh day.

Toi nga ngudi hon anh rdi udng thém mdt ngum ruou. “Em di thay vay cai da.”

“Em khong dinh méc chiéc 40 c6 mil trim ndy sa0?”” Luke nhe ring cudi noi.

“Thyc ra em dinh thé ddy. Nhung gitr anh d thiy n6 roi nén em s& phai timmot thir khéc, emnghi vy...” t0i dimg dly dé di - r6i hoi ludng . “Nghe
nay, Luke. Néumoi chuyén hdmnay c¢6 vé hoi la Ring, thi anh cii.... phoi hgp ciing nhé, dugc khong?”

“Pugce thoi,” Luke no6i vé ngac nhién.

“Anh hira nhé?”

“Anh hira,” anh liéc t6i. “Becky, ¢6 diéu gi ma anh nén biét khong?”’

“O... khong,” t6i ngdy tho néi. “Khong, chéc Ia khong dau. Gap anh trong d6 nhé.”
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Chuong 21

TOI KHONG THE TIN ndi toi d4 kim duoc t6i khoanh khic nay. Toi thire long khong tin ndi diéu ndy dang dién ra.
Toi dang miic mdt chiéc vay cudi va doi virong mién lp lnh trén dau.

T6i I mdt ¢b dau.

Khi t6i dugc Robyn dan di trén hinh lang ving tanh, im ing ctia Plaza, t6i cam thay hoi gidng Tong thong trong mot by phim ctia Hollywood. “Nguoi
dep dang trén dudng dén,” c6 ta im bAm vao mic gin & tai khi ching t6i di qua chiéc thim d6 Iong Ry, “Ngudi dep dang t6i.”

Ching t6i 1€ va t6i thoang nhin thdy minh trong mot chiéc guong cd 16n, va thiy choang vang, Puong nhién toi biét trong minh thé ndo. Toi vira moi ngdi
tru6e grong tir ngim minh dén nira tiéng dong hd trong phong suite trén tang, vi Chiia. Nhung dui vy, dot nhién nhin thdy minh, t6i khong thé tin co gai
trong tim mang che mit d6 1 ti. La toi

Toi sap bude trén 16i di giita nhitng hing ghé & Plaza. Bon trim con ngudi dang theo doi timg ctr dong cia t6i. Oi Chia oi.

Oi Chia oi. Toi dang nghi gi thé nay?

Khi nhin thay canh ctra Phong Terrace, t0i thiy hoang loan, nhitng ngdn tay xiét chit bo hoa. Viée niy s& khong thanh cong dau. Toi dién mit roi. Toi
khong thé lam dwoc. Toi mubn chay trén.

Nhung ching c6 noi ndo dé chay ca. Ching c6 diéu gi khac ngoai viée cir tiép tuc.

Erin va nhitng c6 phtt dau khac déu dang cho, va khi ching 61 dén gn, tat ca bon ho déu trim trd vé chiéc vay ca toi. Toi da khong hé biét bon ho tén
gl Ho 1a con gdi ctia céc ban Elinor. Sau ngdy hom nay han t6i s€ khong bao gior gip lai ho nita.

“Dan nhac ddy. San sang cho Ngudi dep,” Robyn n6i vio mic.

“Becky!” ti ngudc Ién, va ta on Chiia, d6 i Danny, van 40 khodc dai théu kim tuyén va quin da, dang cam t& Chirong trinh Budi I8 miu dong va ndu
sam “Trong cau tuyét qua.”

“Thét sao? Trong t& 6n chir?”

“Tuyét voi,” Danny khéing dinh. Anh chinh lai dudi vay, I lai dé ngim rdi By ra mot chiée kéo va cit mdt ménh ruy bing
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“Sén sang chura?”’ Robyn néi.
“Chéc 11 rdi,” t6i n6i mé cam théy hoi 6n.

Canh ctra d6i bat mo, va toi nghe thiy tleng sot soat khi bén trim con ngudi ng01 trén ghé quay lai. Dan nhac ddy bt dau choi ban nhac nén ctia Ngudi
dep ngi trong rimg, va céc c6 phit ddu bét dAu tién 1én 16i di giita hai hang ghé.

Va dot nhién t6i bude v& phia truée. Toi dang budc vao khu rimg bi bo bua me, ci thé budc khi tiéng nhac mdi lic mot to. Nhirg béng dén nhé p
lanh trén dau. Nhimg 14 thong toa hurong dudi chan t6i. C6 ca mii dat va tieng chim kéu riu rit, va mbt dong thac nho. Nhirng bong hoa bimg no mot
céach than ky moi budc chan t6i qua, nhitng chiéc 14 cudn md ra, va moi nguroi hd hoc mdém kinh ngac khi nhin én. Con Luke & phia trude, chang hoang
tir dep trai ctia t6i, dang cho t6i.

Cubi cting thi t6i ciing bat dau tha Iong nguoi. Dé tan hudng gidy phit nay.

Khi tién tirng bufﬁ'c, 01 théy nhur minh [ mbt it dién vién moa ba 18 C‘hl'nh dang thue hién tu thé lwon hoan héo & Convept Garden. Hoéc la mot ngéj sao
man bac dang dén I trao gidi Oscar. mnhac dang choi, moi ngudi déu nhin 61, trang stre trén toc toi va bd vay dep nhat toi timg durge niic. Toi biét
minh s€ khong bao gio ¢6 co hdi trai nghiém chuyén ndy trong doi lan nita. Khong bao gio. Khi dén diém cubi cuia 161 di gitta hai hang ghe, t61 bude
chamdan, hit lay khong khi, hit lay nii cay, hurong hoa va mii tuyét voi. Co ghi nhd moi chi tiét trong dau. Tan huong moi gidy phit ky dicu.

T6i dén bén canh Luke va dura bé hoa cho Erin. Toi mim cudi 4m ap véi Gary, phii 1é moi ctia Luke - rdi ném tay Luke. Anh siét nhe tay va toi ciing siét
nhe lai

R&i Michael bude t6i, van bo vest den giong giong ctia muc su.

Anh kh& mim cudi vé thong dong véi t6i, ri hit mt hoi thit sdu va ndi voi tt ca moi nguoi.

“Céc con yéu quy. Ching ta dén day dé chimg kién tinh yéu gitta hai con nguoi. Ching ta ¢ ddy dé chimg kién 11 thé tinh yéu ciia hai nguoi v6i nhau.
Va cling chung vui vi sy chia s¢ tinh yéu ctia ho. Ching ta luén chic phiic cho tat ca nhiing con nguoi dang yéu va hom nay Cha chéc chan s& chic
phiic cho Luke va Becky khi ho cling trao nhau 161 thé nguyén.”

Anh quay sang t6i, va t6i c6 thé nghe thiy tiéng sot soat sau lung t6i khi moi ngudi ¢ ging nhin cho & hon.

“Rebecca, con c6 yéu Luke khong?” anh n6i. “Con ¢6 nguyén 6 bén anh 4y nhitng e hanh phtic ciing nhu khi dau budn, khi gidu ciing nhu khi nghéo,
du dau yeu hay khée manh khong? Con c6 tin tudng anh ay bay gio' va mii méi khong?”

“Con c6,” t6i ndi, khong ngin ndi mdt chit run run trong giong noi.

“Luke, con c6 yéu Rebecca khong? Con ¢6 nguyén ¢ bén ¢o 4y nhing lic hanh phiic cting nhur khi dau budn, khi gidu ciing nhur khi nghéo, dit dau yéu
hay khoe manh khong? Con ¢ tin tudng c6 ay bay gio va méi méi khong?”

“Vang,” Luke qua quyét noi. “Con c4.”

“Céu Chtia ban phuée lanh cho Luke va Becky va cau chiic cho hai con luon hanh phiic.” Michael nging n6i nhin khéip phong, nhu thé thach thirc ¢6 ai
d6 dam tranh cdi voi anh, va tay t6i siét chit Ky tay Luke. “Cau chiic cho cc con co duge niém vui chia sé cam thng, sur vui swéng ciia mdt tinh yéu
ngly cang I6n va sy &m ap ciia mdt tinh ban vinh ciru. Nao, biy gio ching ta hy ciing téc thanh cho dbi tré hanh phic.” Anh mim cudi véi Luke. “Con

¢6 thé hon c6 dau.”

Khi Luke ctii xudng hon t6i, Michael bt dau vd tay. Mot thoang chiing lai vi bdi rdi. . . rdi Iom bdm vai ngudi ciing vo tay, rdi ca can phong vo tay rao
1ao0.

Gary thi thim gi d6 vao tai Luke, va anh quay lai nhin t6i, trong 1 ling ting,

“Thé con nhan thi sa0?”

“Ding nhéic dén nhAn,” toi vira cudi bat dong vira noi.

Tim t6i dap nhanh qué, t6i gAn nhur khong thd dugc. Toi ctr chd ai d6 dimg én. Chd ai d6 n6i “Khoan da...”

Nhung khong ai [am vay. Khong ai noi gi.

Vay I thanh cong rdi.

To6i nhin vao niit Michael trong mot gidy - rdi quay di ngay trude khi co ai d6 dé ¥ thiy. T6i van chura thé tha long duge. Hoan toan chura thé.
Tay nhiép anh gia dén trudc mit va t6i khoac ly tay Luke that chit, con Erin vira dua bo hoa ¢b dau cho t6i vira lau nurée mit.

“Thét i mdt 1& cudi dep tuyét voi!” cd noi. “Phén vé su n@)ng Am ctia tinh ban vinh ctru thue su khién t6i cam dong. Co biét déy, vido I tht ca nhitng gi



t6i mong muén.” C6 om chit bo hoa cd dau ciia t6i vao nguc minh. “Do 1 tat ca nhimg thir ma t6i hing mong nudn.”

“Cha, c6 biét ddy, t6i tin chéc rdi ¢b s& tim thdy nd thoi,” t61 n6i va 6m Ky c¢o. “Toi biét ¢o & tim thdy m.”

“Xin 161 ¢6,” tay nhiép anh gia n6i. “Cho phép t6i chup anh c6 dau va charé...”

Erin dua cho t61 bo hoa va tranh sang mdt bén, con t6i thi khodc 1€n vé mét hon hé nhét cta ngudi moi két hon.

“Nhung Becky,”” Luke néi. “Gary noi...”

“Anh hy [y nhin & chd Gary,” t6i ndi ma khong hé quay dau lai. “N6i rang anh rat xiu ho khi bo 15 mit viéc d6 va ching ta s& trao nhan sau.”
Mét sb khach moi tién dén va chup anh, t6i nga dau Ién vai Luke, mim curdi hanh phic véi ho.

“Cé gi d6 khong 6n,” Luke néi. “Michael da khong tuyén bd ching ta 3 vo chdng, Va khong phai a ching ta phai ky gidy o gi d6 sao?”
“Suyt!” Mot anh dén flash 16e 1én va ca hai ching t6i déu chdp nit.

“Becky, chuyén gi dang dién ra vay?” Anh quay t6i lai d6i dién v6i minh. “Chiing ta da két hon i ding khong?”

“Tur thé dep m!” tay nhiép anh gia ndi. “Cr gitt nguyén nhur thé nhé!”

“Ching ta da két hon chura?”” Mt Luke nhin chiim chii khéip mt toi.

“Cha. .. thoi duoc,” toi mién cudng n6i. “Nhur anh thiy ddy, ching ta chua két hon.”

Mot anh dén flash lai 16e 1én. Khi mt t6i nhin 15 lai thi Luke dang cham chi nhin t6i ddy hoai nghi.

“Chiing ta chua két hén?”

“Nghe nay, chi can tin em thoi, dwoe chir?”

“Tin em?”

“Vang! Nhu anh vira hira cach day nam gidy! Anh nhé khong?”

“Anh htra vy vi anh nghil chiing ta s& két hon!”

Dot nhién dan nhac day xuong ban “Bridal March” I€n, va mdt nhdmbéo vé lia hét nhitng vi khach cting may chup anh ctia ho di.
“Pi ndo,” mdt giong ndi gay git khong biét 1 ciia ai vang Ién. “Bat dau bude di.”

N6 vang Ién tir chd quéi quy ndo vay? Bo hoa dang néi chuyén véi toi day a2

D6t nhién miét t6i nhom sét mot chiée loa nhd xiu dwoc gin trén mot nu hoa hdng, Robyn gin loa vio hoa ¢b dau ctia t6i?

“C6 dau va chia ré! Bude dil”

“Duoc rdil” ti ndi v6i bo hoa. “Ching t6i di day!”

Toi quang chit canh tay Luke va bt dau bude xubng 16i di giira hai hang ghé, xuyén qua khu rimg bi phit phép.

“Chiing ta chura két hon,” Luke van khong tin ndi n6i. “Ca mdt céi khu rimg chét tiét, bon tram con ngudi, mot chiéc vy tréing 1ong By va ching ta chura
két hon.”

“Suyt!” t6i cau kinh néi. “Dimg n6i diéu d6 voi moi ngudi! Nhin ndy, anh da hira néu moi chuyén ¢6 gi hoi la thi anh ciing s& thuan theo né ma. Ctr hm
nhur thé dil”

Khi ching ti bude xubng, tay trong tay, nhing tia néing dang len 10i qua cac canh cy va chiéu lém dém xgéng san nha. DOt nhién c6 mot am thanh vo
VO vang lén, 101 trude sy ngac nhién cua toi, nhf‘rng cé}nh cay bat dau kéq ket thu lai, dé‘ 10 mot chiéc cau Yéng trén tran nha. Mot dan hop xuong tuyét
VoI cat tiéng hat, va tir trén troi mdt ddm miy bong bénh tir tir budng xudng, mdt d6i bo cau béo 1l mau hong dang git gi trén miy.

Oi Chia oi. Téi rtic rich cudi. Thé nay thi qua that. Pay 1 nhitng chi tiét nho nhd duoc thém vio mi Robyn nhéic dén sao?

Toi ngude 1én nhin Luke, mi€éng anh ciing dang giat giat vi kinh ngac.

“Anh nghi sao vé khu rimg?”* t6i vui vé n6i. “N6 thét tuyét phai khong? Péc biét, ho dua nhitng ciy bulo ndy tir Thuy Dién bang miy bay vé dy dy.”



“That viy sao?” Luke noi. “Thé ho da dua nhitng con bd ciu dé tir dau vé bang may bay vay?”” Anh nhin ching cham chii. “May con ny to qua so v6i
bo cau. Chac han ching phai la ga tay.”

“Ching khong phai 1 g tay!”
“Nhiing chi ga tay tinh yéu.”
“Luke, imdi,” toi Am bam, ¢6 kim dé khong phi cuoi. “Chiing 1 bd cau.”

Ching t6i di qua tirng hang timg hang nhimg vi khich &n méc banh bao, tt ca déu mim cudi 4m ap véi ching t6i trir nhitng ¢6 gai dang danh cho toi cai
nhin Thim dinh kiéu Manhattan.

“Tét c4 dam nhitng nguoi nay 1 ai thé nhi?”” Luke vira néi vira nhin nhitng hing ngudi xa la dang mim cudi.

“Em khong biét.” Toi nhin vai. “Em da nghif 6 thé anh biét mot vai ngudi trong sé nay.”

Ching t6i dén cudi cin phong dé chup huot anh cudi cing, va Luke nhin t6i that ky quic. “Becky, bd me anh khong & ddy. B6 me em ciing viy.”
“O... khong, Ho khong & day.”

“Khong nguoi than gia dinh. Khong nhan cudi. Va ching ta chira két hon.” Anh ngdp ngimg, “Ctr coi nhur anh dién rdi di - nhung anh khong mong doi
dam cudi ching ta s& thanh ra thé nay.”

“Pay khong phai la dam cudi ctia chiing ta,” t6i ndi va hon anh dé chyp anh.

Khong thé tin duoc i ching t0i da thyrc hign trét Jot nhur thé ny. Khong ai n6i gi. Khong ai nghi ngo g. Mot vi ngudi da mudn xem nhén cudi, va toi
chi cho ho xem thoang qua chiéc nhan dinh hon r6i quay hrng di luon.

Chiing t0i da n sushi va trimg ca mubi. Ching t6i da c6 mot bira 61 bén mon tuyét voi. Chiing 61 da ubng rou chic mimg, Tat ca déu theo ding ké
hoach. Ching t6i cat banh bang mot thanh kiém bac to va moi ngudi chiic mimg, roi ban nhac bét dau choi bai “The Way You Look Tonight” roi Luke
dan t6i ra san khiu vii va ching t61 bt dau khiéu vii. D6 1 mdt trong nhitng khoanh khéc t6i muon gir trong ky tre minh méi néi. Nhimg vong quay ctia
mau trang, vang kim, anh sang lap lanh va amnhac, va hai canh tay Luke quang quanh toi, dau t6i vang vat vi champagne, va viéc nhan thirc o rang vay
day, day chi Ia phon chi, va nd s€ sdémket thuc.

Va gio thi bira tiéc dang ngp trong nhac jazz nhin nhy. Ban nhac dang choi mot bai mang &m huéng nhac jazz ma t6i khong nhén ra d6 la bai gi, con
san khiéu vii thi chét nich. Gitta dam dong nhimg nguoi xa la an méc dom dang do, t6i c6 thé nhén ra vai khuén mit quen thude. Christina dang nhay voi
ban trai c6 ay, con Erin thi dang n6i chuyén phiém voi mdt trong so cac phuré. Va kia 1a Laurel, dang nhdy rat nhiét tinh véi... Michael!

Tt r6i. Thé ciiing hay.

“Cha, doan xem da c6 bao nhiéu nguoi hoi xin danh thiép ctia t6?2”” mdt giong noi | vang 1énbén tai t1. Toi quay lai, thdy Danny trong rat hoan hi, mbi tay
mot ly champagne con miéng thi phi phéo diéu thudc. “Ha1 muroi! It nhit [ ngin 4y! Mot ngudi con mudn t6 iy s6 do ciia ¢b 4y, ngay lic do, ngay tai
do. Tét ca bon ho déu nghil chiéc vay tht dang thém mudn. Va khi & bao ring t& timg lam viée voi John Galliano...”

“Danny, cdu chura bao gio lam vi€e véi John Galliano!”

“Té da timg dua cho 6ng Ay tach ca phé,” anh ci lai. “Va ong dy cam on t6. D6 13, theo mdt cach ndo do, mot sy giao tiép nghé thuat...”

“Néu cau da noi vay,” toi mim cudi hanh phuc voi anh. “To rat nurng cho cau.”

“Thé cau vui chir?’

“Puong nhién!”

“Me chdng ctia ciu dang & trong thé idi ctia ba dy.”

Ca hai chiing t6i quay sang nhin Elinor, ltc nity dang ngdi & mdt chiéc ban gin do, vy quanh l nhimg quy ba sang trong. Mé ba hiy hy hong va trong
ba tran déy strc song nhat trong nhitng lic ma t6i tmg thay. Ba méc mdt chie vay xanh nhat dudi dai voi mot hrong on kim curong, va trong ba nhur mot
hoa khoi ctia budi khiéu vii. Ma theo mot cach nao d6 thi ding I nhur vy. Day Ia ban bé ba ay. Day thire su la bira tiéc cta ba ay chir khong phai cia
Luke hay cua t6i. That [ mdt canh tuong tuyét voi. Puoc lam khach moi dén du mot dip theé nay qua 1a tuyét voi.

Va qua t6i cam thiy minh i khach.

Mot nhdém phu nit di qua, n6i chuyén that dn 4o, va toi nghe loang thodng cudc ndi chuyén.

“Thét hoanh trang. ..”

“Tri twong twong phong pht ghé...”



Ho mim cudi véi toi va Danny, t6i cudi dép lai. Nhung miéng t6i nhur do ra rdi. Téi mét vi phai cudi voi nhimg ngudi ma t6i khong quen biét.

“That A mot dam cudi hoanh trang,” Danny vira néi vira nhin quanh cn phong trang 16, “Thuc sur rét cudn hit. Mic du it hoi hudéng ciia ciu hon t&
nghi”

“Vay sa0? Diéu gi khién cau ndi vay?”

“T¢r khong bao a no khong tuyét voi. N6 rét dep d, rit xa hoa. Chi ... khong giong nhimg gi mé t6 twong twong vé dém cudi clia cau. Nhung t6 da
nham,” anh vdi n6i thém khi thay vé nit t6i. “Hién nhién 14 vay roi.”

To6i nhin khudn mit hai hude khong chit nghi ngd ctia anh. Oi chiia oi. Toi phai néi cho anh dy biét. Toi khong thé khong ndi cho Danny.

“Danny, c¢6 chuyén ndy cau nén biét,” toi ha giong noi.

“Gico?”

“V& d4m cudi nay...”

“Chao cac bé!”

T6i ngimg ndi, day vé hdi 16i va quay lai - nhung chi d Laurel, day phén khich va hanh phtic vi vira nhay xong,

“Bia tiéc tuyét lim, Becky,” ¢6 n6i. “Ban nhac tuyét voi. Chiia oi, t6i da quén mét 1 minh thich nhéy dén dwong nio.”

Toi hoi ngac nhién do xét khudn miat co.

“Laurel,” ti n6i. “C6 khong duoc xén tay 40 cia mdt chiéc vay Yves Sr. Laurent gid mdt nghin d6 én.”

“T6i nong im,” ¢b vui vé nhiin vai. “Néo, Becky, t6i ghét phéi ndi véi ¢b didu nay.” C6 ha thip giong. “Nhung céc ban s& phai di kha som ddy.”

“Dén ltic rdi sa0?” t6i nhin vao ¢b tay theo phan xa, nhung t6i dang khong deo dong h.

“Xe 6 t6 dang chd & ngoai,” Laurel noi. “Tai xé da ¢ moi thong tin chi tiét. Anh ta s& dua hai ban ra sin bay Teterboro va chi duong cho cac ban. May
bay riéng thi quy trinh hoi khac mdt chit, nhung moi chuyén s& rat suon se. Néu c6 van dé g, otr goi t61.” C6 ha thap giong thi tham, con ti liéc Damny,
lic nay dang vo nhu khdng gidng tai Ién nghe. “Céc ban s& dén Anh sém thoi. Toi hy vong viée nay thanh cong,”

T6i vron ngudi ra 6m Ky co that chit. “Laurel... C6 ding B mdt ngdi sao,” ti thi thim. “Toi khong biét phai noi gi ca.”

“Becky, tin t6i di. DAy ching 1 gi ca. Sau nhimg gi ¢6 da lm cho t6i, ¢6 ¢6 thé co mudi chiéc méy bay ciing duoc.” C6 lai 6m t6i rdi nhin dong ho. “Tot
hon ¢6 nén tim Luke di. To6i s€ gap lai c6 sau.”

Sau khi 6 4y di khoi, cd mdt khoang im king ngin ngti that thi vi.

“Becky, cd phai t& da vo tinh nghe dugc tir may bay riéng khong?”” Danny hdi.

“O... Plng viy. Cu da nghe thdy ding ddy.”

“Céc cau s€ di miy bay riéng?”

“Phai.” Téi ¢b ndi vé hor hitng, “Chiing t& s& bay trén méy bay riéng. D6 i qua cudi ctia Laurel danh cho bon té.”

“Cb ta da mua mdt chiéc phi co riéng?” Danny Fic dau. “Chét tiét. Cau biét ddy, t¢ da dinh tyr minh tang cho cdu cai d6. Gitta cai do va may trén

“Dd ngbe! C6 Ay la chit tich ciia mdt cong ty méy bay.”

“Chiia 0. Mt chiéc may bay riéng, Viy... céc cau s& di dau? Hay d6 van ki mdt bi mét Ion?” ti nhin anh rit mot hoi thudc va cam thdy dot nhién yéu
quy anh kinh khimng,

Toi khong chi mubn n6i cho Danny biét chuyén gi dang dién ra. T6i mubn anh dy ki mot phéan ctia nd.

“Danny,” t6i ni. “Céu nghi sao v& mot chuyén di nho nhé nhi?”

Mat mot lic t6i moi tim thiy Luke. Anh dang bi ket trong goc v6i hai tay tai chinh tap doan va dimg day vé biét on ngay khi thiy t6i xuit hién. Ching toi

di quanh ciin phong Ion déng dtic, ndi 1o tam biét va cam on vi da t6i dur bita tige véi tit ca cac vi khach ma ching toi biét. Thure 1ong méa n6i thi viée d6
ciing khong ton thoi gian lam.



Cubi ciing, chiing t6i ti chiéc ban cao nhat va ngit 10i Elinor theo cach kin déo nhét c6 thé.
“Me, ching con di day,” Luke ndi.

“Bay gio sao?”’ Elinor cau may vé khong hai long, “Con sémma.”

“Dung vdy... Ching con di dy a.”

“Camonme vi I cudi that tuyét voi ndy,” t6i chan thanh néi. “Qua thuc nd rat tuyét. Moi ngudi cir khen ngoi mai.” Toi cti xuéng hon ba. “Tam biét

ne.
“Tambiét, Becky.” Ba néi theo kiéu trang trong nhur van von vay. “Tambiét Luke.”
“Con chao nme.”

Hai ngudi nhin nhau - va trong mt khoanh khéic, t6i nghii i Elinor s& n6i diéu gi d6 nita. Nhung thay vao do, ba nghiéng minh v& phia true kha clng
nhic v hon vao ma Luke.

“Becky!” t6i cam thiy ai d6 huych vai toi. “Becky, c¢6 chua di dwoc!” Toi quay lai va thiy Robyn dang tréng rit lo ling,
“O... phéi. Chiing t6i di ddy. Cam on chi rt nhiéu vé moi diéu chi da...”

“C6 chua thé di duge!”

S& khong ai dé y dau,” t6i ndi va nhin quanh phong tiéc.

“Ho phai dé ! Chiing ta c6 ké hoach cho liic di khdi co ma, nhé khong? Nhitng canh hoa hong? m nhac?”

“A... c6 thé ching ta nén quén phan d6 di...”

“Quén phin d6?” Robyn siing ngudi nhin t61. “C6 dua dAy 42 Dan nhac!” chi ta Vi vang néi vao mic bo dam “Chuyén sang bai “Some Day”. R3 chua?
Chuyén sang bai “Some Day.””” Chi ta nhac bo dam Ién. “Bo phan anh sang, chuan bi canh hoa hong,”

“Robyn,” t6i bt Iyrc ndi. “Thue dng ching t6i chi mudn king 1§ di thoi...”
“Céc c6 dau cta t6i khong di mdt cach lang I8! Keén hi€u Iénh,” chi ta thi thim vao mric. “Phu trach anh sang, chuén bj anh sang lac di khéi.”

Dot nhién c6 mot hoi kén trompet I6n vang Ién, va tAt ca céc vi khach trén san khiéu vii déu gidt minh. Anh sang di tir 4nh sang nhac disco sang nhirng
tia sang 1ong lay mau hong ruc rd, con ban nhac bat dau choi ban “Some Day My Prince Will Come.”

“Di nao, Nguoi dep va Hoang tir,” Robyn vira noi vira déy nhe t61. “Pinao! Mot hai ba, mot haiba...”

Liéc nhin nhau, t6i va Luke cting tién ra san khiéu vii, noi cac vi khach moi dat ra hai bén nhuong duong cho chung 61 di qua. mnhac bao phu ly ching
61, mdt anh dén chiéu theo bude di ctia ching toi, va dot nhién, nhitng canh hoa hong bt dau nhe nhang tir trin nha roi xudng,

Piéu nay that sur rat dang yéu. Moi ngudi mim cudi that hién hau va t6i c6 thé nghe thay nhimg tiéng “Aaaa” tram trd ctia mdt s6 nguoi khi ching t6i di

qua. Anh séang hong e 13 tao cam giac nhu dang di trong cau vong, va nhitng canh hoa hong toa hurong tuyét voi khi ching roi Ién dau, Ién canh tay roi
tudt xudng san. Luke v t6i dang mim curdi voi nhau, ¢6 mdt canh hoa virong trén toc anh...

“Dung lail”

Khi nghe thiy giong néi d6, t6i chot thiy on lanh dén tan xuong tiy.

Cénh cra d6i mo ra, va ¢6 ta dimg do, ¢ ngay bau cira. C6 ta méic bo vest den va di doi gidy den nhon nhét va cao nhét ma toi timg thiy.
Tét ca moi ngudi quay lai nhin, va dan nhac ciing ngdp ngimg dudi dan.

“Oi nhin kia!” t6i nghe thiy ai d6 hoan hi kéu lén. “D8 thuong qua! Ho con nghi dén ca mdt my phi thiy niva co déy!”

“Alicia?” Luke ngac nhién noi. “Co m gi & day vay?”

“Pam cudi tuyét qua nhi, Luke?” ¢d ta ngot ngao noi va bude vai bude vao phong,

“Moi vao,” t61 voi noi. “Vao dinao va cling chung vui véi chung t6i. LE ra chiing t6i da moi c6...”

“To6i biét co dang lam tro gi rdi, Becky a.”

“Ching t6i dang lam dam cudil” t6i n6i, ¢d t6 ra thit vui vé. “Ai ma chéing biét diéu do!”



“T6i biét chinh x4c chuyén c6 dang m.” C6 ta nhin vao mit toi. “T6i c6 ban & Surrey va ho da didu tra ra moi thir.”
Khoéng,
Lam on, khong,

“Toi nghi cé,cc') mdt bi mit nho nhd khong chia sé voi cac vi khach ctia minh.”” Alicia nan ra céi vé mit ban khoan déy mia mai. “Nhu thé thi khong duoc
lich sur cho Iam nhi?”

To6i can nhing ba tién d& du ctia minh, mau 1én. Toi can ai 6 ha guc ¢6 ta bang thir bui lp lanh than ky.

Laurel ném cho t6i mdt ci nhin hoang hot.

Christina dat ly champagne xubng.

“Bao dong do! Bao dong do,” t6i nghe thiy giong Robyn vang Ién tir bo hoa c¢6 dau. “Khan cap. Bao dong d6.”

Gio thi Alicia dang rao budc quanh sanh khiéu vii, mdt cach thong tha, thu hit sy chu y.

“Syr that 13, c6 ta hai ong ndi. “Tat ca nhitng diéu nay hoi gia tao ding khong, Becky?”

Mit t6i liéc ra phia sau ¢6 ta. Hai bao vé hrc hudng niic tuxedo dang tién dén san khiéu vii. Nhung ho s& khong thé dén kip dwoc. Tt ca s& bi hiy hoai.

“Tét ca trong thit déng yéu. Trong moi thir that 14 Fing man.” Giong c6 ta dot nhién tré nén danh lai. “Nhung nhing gi nguoi ta nén biét I cai thir duoc
20i 1a dam cudiPlaza hoan hao nay thue chat Ia... daaaa!” Giong 6 ta choi 1én thanh tiéng hét. “Bo t6i xuong!”

Toi khong thé tin nbi. D6 1 Luke.
Anh da than nhién bude dén va nhic bdng co ta 1én vai. Va gid thi anh dang vac ¢ ta ra ngoai nhu mot dira tré hur.
“Tha t6i xudng!” ¢d ta gao kén. “Ai do tt bung hdy ctru toi v6il”

Nhung cac vi khach bt dau cudi rd 1en. C6 ta bt ddu d4 Luke bing doi bét nhon hodt ctia minh nhung anh chi nhuréng may ma khong thém dimg
budc.

“La gia d6!” ¢o ta la hét inh 6i khi ho ra dén ctra. “La gia d4y! Ho khong thuc sur...”

Canh cira dong sam lai, ngin giong ndi ctia ¢4 ta, va mt khoang im king choang vang bao trim. Khong ai dong ddy, thdm chi ca Robyn. R&i canh cira
lai ttr ttr md ra va Luke tai xuat hién, phti phti tay.

“To1 khong thich nhitng vi khach khéng moi,” anh néi tinh kho.
“Hoan ho!” mdt phu nit t6i khong biét kéu lén. Luke hoi nghiéng minh cii chio, mdt trang cudi nhe nhdm Ion vang én, 16i ca can phong vd tay rio rao.

Tim t6i dép manh dén mirc t6i khong rd bang cach no ma t6i van dimg ving duoc. Khi Luke tré lai bén canh, t0i voi tay ném ly tay anh va anh dju
dang siet chat lay tay t6i. Bay gio toi chi muon di. Toi muon di khoi day.

Gior thi c6 nhitng tiéng ri rao khap phong, va t6i c6 thé nghe nguoi ta thi thim nhimg tir nhur “dién loan” va “hén I ghen tudng,” Mot phu nir dién do
Prada tir dau t61 chan thdm chi con hoan hi ndi, “Céc c6 biét khong, y nhu nhitng gi da xay ra & dam cudi ctia ching toi...”

Oi chiia oi, va gior thi dén luot Elinor va Robyn song bude di t6i, trong nhu hai nit hoang trong Alice & xir s& ky diéu.

“T6i rét xin 18i!”” Robyn ndi ngay khi vira t6i gan. “Dimg dé diéu d6 am cung budn long. C6 ta chi i mdt ¢6 gai budn réu db ki thoi.”

“Do6 1a ai vay?” Elinor cau may hoi. “Co quen c6 ta a?”

“Mét vi khach hang gﬁ buc minh éy m3,” Robyn néi. “Mat vai ¢d troy qén that cay nghi¢t. Toi khong biét chuyén g1 xdy ra voi hg nita! Mot phut tnr(’rp ho
con that ngot ngao de thwong, mot phit sau ho da kién cao hng tung roi! Bimg lo, Becky. Ching ta s& lam lai phén rit . Dan nhac chiiy,” ¢6 ta gap
gap ndi. “Choi lai ban ‘Some Day’ dé bao hi€u. Phu trach anh sang, chuan bi canh hoa hong du phong,”

“C6 ¢ ca canh hoa hong du phong 42" t6i ndi, khong tin noi.

“Cung a, t6i chuén bj du phong cho moi tinh huéng.” Chi ta nhay it véi toi. “D6 1 ly do tai sao ¢d nén thu€ mot ngudi t6 chirc dam cudil”

“Robyn,” t6i chan thanh n6i, “t6i nghi chi ding 14 rat dang gia ddy.” Toi vong mdt tay 6m va hon chi. “Tambiét. Va tam biét lan nita, Elinor.”

mnhac bt dau vang lén khiip khong gian mot ln nita, ching t6i lai bit dau budc di, va thém nhitng canh hoa hong bt dau d6 xudng nhur théc tir trén



tran nha. Toi qua thuc phai giao viée d6 cho Robyn. Moi ngudi tu tap xung quanh Vo tay - khong blet ¢6 phai | t0i twong trrong khong, nhung hinh nhur
moi ngudi trong than thién hon sau sw vu Alicia? Dén cudi 161 di, t6i phét hién Erin dang ruén ngudi vé phia trude day khao khét, thé 1 t6i tung bo hoa
c6 dau vao d6i tay dang mo rong cia cO nang,

Va i ching t6i ra khoi do.

Cénh ctra d6i ning né khép lai sau lung va chiing t6i ¢ trong hanh lang 16ng Ry im Ang, chiing c6 ai ngoai hai béo vé dang nghiém chinh nhin thing vé phia
trudc.

“Ching ta da lam duoc 101, t6i vira ndi vira cudi vang nita vi nhe nhom, nira vi vui suéng. “Luke, ching ta da lam duoc oil”

“Vay anh hiéu 13,” Luke git gii noi. “Ching ta da lam rat t6t. Nao, gior thi em ¢6 thé cho anh biét chuyén quai quy gi dang dién ra khong?”
Ban dang doc truyén Tin D6 Shopping Ldy Chong dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Chuong 22

LAUREL DA SAP PAT moi thu~ hoan héo. Sau mot chuyén di vong nhanh sang West Village dé lay ho chiéu ctia Danny, ching t6i dén Teterboro thi
thdy may bay da dugc chuan bi san sang cho ch(n;g 61 Ching toi dén Gatwick lic tam gio' sang, noi c6 mot 6 t6 khic dang cho ching toi Yé. o thi
chiing t6i dang phong nhanh qua Surrey, hudng dén Oxshott. Chiing t6i s€ som dén do! Toi khong thé tin néi moi viée lai 6 thé lién mach dén thé nay.
“Puong nhién 14 cau biét sai im 16n ctia minh,” Danny vira n6i vira nga ngudi mdt cach quy toc ra ghé da ctia chiéc Mercedes.

“La gi?” To6i ndi va ngude Ien tir dién thoai.

“Lam dén hai d4m cudi. Y t6 13, néu da im nhiéu hon mt lan, sao khong phai 1 ba 1an? Sao khong phai 1 sau lAn? Sau bita tiéc...”

“Sau chiéc vay. ..” Luke dé thém vio.

“Sau chiéc banh...”

“Nghe ndy, thoi dil” t6i bat binh noi. “Anh biét ddy, emdau c6 ¢b tinh im nhing chuyén d6! Viée d6 chi ... tir dung xay ra thoi.”

“Tyr dung xay ra,” Danny giéu cot nhi lai. “Becky, cdu khong cin v vit voi bon minh. Cau mudn méc hai chiéc vay. Khong can phai xau hd vi diéu do.”
“Danny, t& dang n6i chuyén dién thoai...” T6i nhin ra ctra $0. “‘Puoc 1o Suze, t¢ nghi con murdi phit nita 14 bon t¢ téinoi.”

“T6 thye khong tin ndi i cau da lam duoc chuyén d6.” Suze ndi phia bén kia du day. “Té khong tin ndi 1A moi chuyén lai dién ra subn sé! TG cam théy
"’

mudn chay loanh quanh khéip noi va ké cho moi ngudi biét chuyén d6!
“Ai cha, dimg!”

“Nhung chuyén d6 thét khong tin ndi! Khi nghii réng t6i hom qua cdu & Plaza con bay gior da...” ¢6 dot nhién hit hoang ngung giong, “Nay, khong phai
cdu van dang mic vay cuoi day chu?”’

“Puong nhién khong!” t6i khiic khich cuoi. “Té dau phai B mdt con dé hoi toan tip dau. Bon t& da thay do trén may bay roi.”
“N6 thé nao?”
“Cyc ky hoanh trang luon. That ddy, Suze, tir gio t& chi di may bay Lear thoi.”

D6 la mdt ngay néing dep, va khi nhin ra ngoai cira s ngim nhimg canh dong, t6i cam thiy hanh phtic trdo dang, Toi that khong tin ndi moi chuyén lai
dau vao day. Sau bao thang ngay lo au va phién phirc. Chung t6i dang & day, & Anh. Mat troi dang téa nang. Va chung t6i sap két hon.

“Cau biét khong, t& co chiit thic mic,” Danny n6i va nhin chidm chii ra ngoai cira s6. Cac toa lau dai dau ca roi?”
“Pay | Surrey,” t6i giai thich. “O ddy khong c6 lau dai dau.”

“Thé con nhitng chu linh d6i mil da giu dau?” Danny nheo mét. “Becky, cau c6 chic day 1 Anh khong ddy? Cau c6 chic 1 tay phi cong d6 biét 1a phai
di dau khong?”

“Rat chac,” t61 vira ndi vira 161 son mdi ra.
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“Té khong biét nira,” anh n6i giong day nghi ngd. “Chd ny t6 thiy gibng Phép hon ddy.”

Ching t6i dirng xe & chd dén d6 va anh ha cira s6 xe xubng,

“Bonjour, "anh ndi véi mit ngurdi phy nit vira giat minh. “Comment allez-vous?[1]”

[1] Tiéng Phap trong nguyén ban: Xin chao, ba khoe khong?

“T6i... toi khong biét,” ba d6 ndi va voi vang bang qua dudng

“Biét ngay ma,” Danny noi. “Becky, t& ghét phai bao cho cau diéu ndy... nhung dy i Phéap.”

“Pay | Oxshott, d6 ngdc a,” t6i ci lai. “Va... ddy la duong nha t6.”

M6t sur phén khich bing 1én trong t6i khi nhin thdy bang hiéu quen thudc. Chiing ti gan t6i noi roi.

“Puoc 1di,” tay tai x& Ién tiéng, “Pudng Elton. S6 bao nhiéu?”

“Sb 43. Ngoi nha déing kia kia,” t61 n6i. “Ngdi nha 6 nhidu bong bong va cd trang tri... v nhimg bang gidy mau bac trén cay...”

Oi troi. Toan bd noi ndy trong nhur I mdt khu hoi chg. Mot ngudi dan ong dang Fip bong dén lén céc canh trén cdy de ngya ¢ trude san, mor chic xe
tai trang do & duong xe vao nha, nhirng phu nit mic dong phuc soc xanh trang dang hoi ha dira di vao ngdi nha.

“Dui sao thi ho ¢6 vé dang trong doi cau dy nhi,” Danny néi. “Cau 6n chir?”

“On,” t0i n6i - nhung that budn cudi 1 giong toi lai run run.

Xe dumng lai va chiéc phia sau mang hanh Iy ctia ching t6i ciing véy. “Biéu ma anh khong hié hiéu,” Luke cham chi nhin nhitng hoat dong ndy n6i, “1a sao em
¢6 thé sip xép hi ca mdt dam cudi lai nhitng mdt ngdy. Chi trude ¢6 ba tudn. Y anh I, emplm 16i chuyén véi ngudi phuc vu db an, véi ban nhac, em
phai n6i chuyén véi hang triéu chuyén gia cyrc ky ban ron khac nhau...”

“Luke, ddy khong phai 3 Manhattan,” t6i ndi va mo cira xe. “Rdi anh s& thiy.”

Khi ching t6i ra khoi xe, ctra chinh bat mo, va me t6i xuét hién v6i chiée quin ké card va 4o coc tay c6 dong chir “Me ctia C6 Daw.”

“Becky!” ba kéu Ién va chay t6i 6m ly toi.

“Me.” Toi dmme. “Moi chuyén dn ca chir a?”

“Me nghi moi chuyén déundm trong tAm kiém soat c4.” me hoi bdi rdi noi. f‘Chng ta gip ric 1di vé hoa chim & ban, nhung da thao thuan dugc 1Oi,
chic 13 ho dang trén duong... Luke! Con khée chit? Cude hop tai chinh thé nao roi?”

“Cudc hop diénra um.. rit ot a,” anh ndi. “Thue su rit tdt, cdm on me. Con rt tiéc [ da giy nhiéu ric rdi cho cong doan chuén bj cho ddm cudi...”

“0, khéng sao!” me néi. “Me phai thira nhén 1 d hoi ngac nhién khi Becky goi dién. Nhung cubi | cung thi cing khong phai Jam nhiéu Em! Du sao thi
phan 16n khach moi ciing 6 lai dén bira trura Chi nhat. Va Peter ¢ nha thor 1a thong cam nhét, ong Ay n6i tuy khong thurong t6 chirc dam cudi vao ngiy

Chii nhét nhung trong truong hop nay ng dy ¢6 thé cho phép ngoai I6...”

“Nhung con... viéc phuc vu dd an chéng han? Khong phai moi thir déu duge dt cho hom qua sao?”
“O, Lulu khong phién long d4u! Phai khong Lulu?”” ba néi véi mdt cd miic do soc xanh tring,

“Ding vay!” Lulu vui vé n6i. “Purong nhién i khong rdi. Chiao Becky! Khoe chi?”

Oi chia oi! DO 14 ¢6 Lulu hdi xura thudng dira t6i di Brownies.

“Chao co!” ti n6i, chau khong biét 1a ¢o ciing lim ca viée phuc vu db an!”
“Oi do.” C6 immdt cir chi vé ha thép ban than. “Chi 3 dé minh ban ron hon iy ma, thit ddy. Gio bon tré déu da Ion rdi...”

“Con biét khong, con trai Aaron ciia Lulu ciing & trong ban nhac dy!”” me tur hio noi. “Thing bé choi keyboard! Va con biét khong, ching choi hay m
day! Ching dang tap dac biét bai ‘Unchained Melody’...”

“Nao, ném mon ndy dil” Lulu vira noi vira vdi tay vao mot chiéc khay phu 14 va Fy ra mdt miéng banh. “PAy & mon bénh nem cudn Théi Lan mdi cia
chiing ta day. Ching ta kha hai long voi nd. Chau biét day, banh nem bot nhoi hién gio dang rat dugc va chudng,”

“That sao?”



“O dung vay.” Lulu git dau ddy vé hiéu biét. “Chéng ai con ding banh tac nhé trang miéng ca. Con mon thit g xot nim...” ¢6 hoi xiu mit. “Két thic
roL”

“Co that sang subt,” Danny ndi, mét sang rd. “M6n thit i x5t ndm tiéu ting rdi. Néu c6 ding mén do thi dung 1 xong phim. C6 cho chau hoi & dau
ngudi ta con gitt nguyén mon ming cudn khong?”’

“Me, day Ia Danny,” t6i vdi xen vao. “Hang x6m cua con, me nhé khong?”

“Bac B., that han hanh dugc gip bac,” Danny ndi va hon Ién tay me t6i. “Bac khong phién khi chéu bam cang Becky vé déy chir a?”

“Puong nhién 1 khong rdil” me n6i. “Cang dong cang vui ma! Nao, t6i ddy xem léu rap dil”

Khi ching t6i dao budc quanh virdn, t6i ngac nhién ha hde mém. Mot mai éu 1on ké soc miu tréing va bac dang phip phong trén bai co. Tat ca cac .
ludng hoa déu c6 chir “Becky va Luke” bang hoa pang x€. Nhitng bong dén nhap nhdy duoc treo ¢ moi lim va bui cdy. Mot nguoi am vuron mic dong
phuc dang danh bong voi phun nurée bang da granite moi, mdt nguoi dang quét sén va tdi ¢6 the thay bén trong Iéu bat ¢ rat nhiéu phy nir trung nién
dang ngdi thanh hinh ban nguyét, tay cam so ghi chép.

“Janice vira moi chi dan cdc nhom rdi,” me trdm giong n6i. “Hién gidr cd Ay da rit say swa véi trd t6 chire dam cudi rdi dy. C6 Ay mudn bét dau thre
hién cong viéc that chuyén nghip!”

“Bay gid,” t6i nghe thiy c6 Janice dang néi khi ching t6i t6i noi. “Cénh hoa hdng dur phong s& dugc dung trong gio méu bac canh Cot A. Céc cd danh
dau vao so do nha ctia minh nhé...”

“Me biét khong, con nghi ¢ dy s& thanh cong,” toi trdm tur nbi.

“Betty va Margot, cac ¢ phu trach hoa cai 40 nhé. Annabel, c6 phu trach giip...”

“Me?” Luke 16i va trd miit kinh ngac nhin vao 1éu.

Oi Chiia oi. P6 1 Annabel! L me ké ctia Luke dang ngdi d6 cing v6i tit ca nhitng nguoi khéc.

“Luke!”” Annabel nhin quanh va c& khudn mét ba sang bung Ién. “Janice, t6i xin phép mot phit...”

Ba voi vang dén chd ching t6i va 6m choang iy Luke that chit.

“Con déy roi. Gap duoc con me vui qua.” Ba lo Eing nhin miit anh. Con yéu, con 6n ca chir?”

“Con khoe,” Luke ndi, “Con nghi vay. Rt nhiéu chuyén d xay ra...”

“Me hiéu rdi,” Annabel n6i, va liéc nhin t6i sic m “Becky.” Ba dua mot tay ra dm toi. “Me s& ndi chuyén voi con saw,” ba thi thAm vo tai toi.
“Vay... me dang gitp viéc & dam cu6i?” Luke hoi me Ké.

“O, tAt ca moi nguodi quanh day déu sin sang gitip 4o c4,” me vui vé n6i. “Gidr thi Annabel ciing 3 mbt trong s6 d6 rdil”
“Thé bd dau a?”” Luke ngd quanh hoi.

“Ong y di Iy thém ly cling Graham rdi,” me n6i. “Hai ngudi d6 hop nhau m. Nao, gios thi ai mudn ubng ca phé nio?”
“BS me voi bd me Luke hoa thuan ghé!” t6i ndi khi theo me vao bép.

“0, ho rét tuyét voi!” me hoan hi néi. “Thye sy lich im Ho da mdi bd me dén Devon. Nhitng con nguoi t6t bung, chuén mue, thuc té. Khong giéng
nhur... ngudi phy nir kia.”

“Vang, ho hoan toan khac véi Elinor.”

“Ba ta c6 vé khong quan tAm gi v6i dam cudi,” me ndi, giong ba hoi gay git. “Con biét khong, ba ta con khong thém hdi 4m thu mdi nita!”
“Thé a?”

Chét tiét. Toi nghi minh d& hdi 4m thay cho Elinor r6i chir nhi.

“Gén day con c6 thrdng gip ba ta khong?”” me hoi.

“O... khong,” t6i ndi. “Khong thuong m”

Ching t6i bé khay ca phé Ién tang vao phong ngii ctia me, va khi md cira ra, t6i thdy Suze va Danny dang ngdi trén girdng, voi bé Emie dang nam &



giita, dap dap doi chan hong nho xiu. Treo trén cira t quan 4o d6i dién 1a chiéc vay cudi clia me, tréing tinh va kiéu cach.

“Suze!” 10i kéu Ién va 6m chim Ky ¢6. “Ca Ernie xinh xéin nita! Théing bé lon thit ddy....” toi ci xubng hon tran théing bé va n6 ngodc mdmra cudi voi
t01 that de thurong,

“Cau da hm duoc.” Suze mim cudi véi toi. “Tot im, Bex.”

“Suze vira cho chau xem b vay cudi gia truyén ctia gia dinh, thua bac B.,” Danny n6i, mt nhudng 1én nhin toi. “N6 that ... doc dao.”

“Chiéc vay con nguyén Bnh!” me vui mimg néi. “Chiing ta cir nghi nd da bi hong, nhung rdi lai déu 6n ca!”

“Piing 12 mdt phép mau!” Danny néi.

“Ma mdi sang nay thoi, Ernie bé bong con ném ca tao xay nhuyén vio véy nita co...”

«Q, vy sa0?”’ t61 vira n6i vira nhin Suze dang hoi do mt.

“Nhung may 1 me da boc mdt I6p nilong bao vé bén ngoai!” me n6i. Ba cham nhe vao chiée vay va vubt manh nhiing vién ding ten, doi mit hoi do do.
“Pay 1a khoanh khac ma me mo udc bay lau nay. Becky niic chiéc vay cudi ctia me. Me thét ngd ngan phai khong?”’

“Khong ngd ngan chiit nao,” t6indi va dmlay ba. “Pam cuéi la nhu vay ma.”

“Bac Bloomwood, Becky da miéu ta chiéc vay cho chau.” Danny ni. “Va thue 1ong m ndi ¢o Ay da miéu ta khong thanh cong im. Nhung béc c6
phién néu chau stra mot chut xiu khong a?”

“Khong sao!” me 1n6i rdi nhin déng hd. “Cha, me phai di dy. Me con phéi b6 hoa nita!”

Khi canh cira d6ng lai sau lung ba, Danny va Suze liéc nhin nhau.

“Durgc rdi,” Danny néi. “Minh s& im gi voi cai ndy day?”

“DAu tién, anh c6 thé cit tay 4o di,” Suze n6i. “Va tht ca dbng ding ten trén than 4o.”

“Y t& I, ching ta thue sy phai giit lai bao nhiéu phén trdm?” Danny ngéng lén. “Becky, ciu nghif sao?”

Toi khong dép 1. Toi dang nhin chiim chi ra viron qua cira s6. Toi ¢6 thé thiy Luke va Annabel dang ghé sat dau vao nhau vira dao budc trong vuron
vira noi chuyén. Va me t6i dang vira n6i chuyén véi Janice vira chi tro cay anh dao dang nd hoa.

“Becky?” Danny lai goi.

“Purng dung vao nd,” toi quay lai noi.

“Cai gi?”

“Dimg lam gi n6 ca.” Toi mim curdi véi khudn niit choang vang Danny. “Ctr ké n6 nhu thé di.”

Liic ba gio kém muroi phiit, t0i da sin sang, T6i dang méc mdt bd vy cudi co cac lon cudn nhur xtc xich. Mat t6i duoc Janice trang diém thanh C6 dau
nia xudn rang ngoi, chi c6 dieu 14 da ding gidy an va nuée dé lam nhat di mot chit. Toi doi vong hoa cam chuéng hong ket véi hoa baby, me da dat
mua cung voi bo hoa ¢ dau. Thir duy nhat c6 chut gi d6 hop thoi trang Ia d6i giay Christian Louboutin, ma tham chi ta chang thé nhin thay.

Nhung t6i khong quan tim. Trong t6i dting nhur nhitng gi t6i mong muén.

Ching t6i da chyp anh canh cdy anh dao dang né hoa, me da khéc dén mirc troi hét Iop trang diém Tao nhé mia hé va phai trang diém lai. Gios thi moi
nguoi déu da di dén nha tho. Chi con t6i va bo chuan bi di

“Con sin sang rdi chir?” bb n6i khi chiéc xe Rolls Royce tring chay vao 16i xe trurde nha.
“Chéc 14 rdi a,” t6i n6i, giong hoi run.

Toi sap két hon. Toi thue sy sip két hon.

“B ¢6 nghi 1a con dang lam diéu diing déin khong?”” t6i nira dia nira that hoi.

“O, hanroi.” 86 nhin vio chiéc guong dimg ¢ hanh lang va chinh lai caravat lua. “Bb nhé da timg noi voi me con, h61 bb mdi gip Luke, rang “Anh chang
nay s& theo dudi dugc Becky.””” Ong nhin vao niit t6i qua guong, “Bo da ding phai khdng, con yéu? Thing bé duoi kip con chir?”

“Ciing khong han.” Toi mim cudi v6i 6ng. “Nhung .. anh Ay sip dén noi réi.”



“Tét.” B cuoi dap lai. “Han do 1 tat ca nhitng gi nd ¢6 thé hy vong.”

Tai xé nhin chudng ctra va khi m cira, t6i sitng nhin vao khuén mét dudi chiéc mil ludi trai. That khong thé tin ndi. D6 1 thay day 14 xe cia toi ngay
xura, Clive.

“Clive! Xin chio! Chii khoe chir?””
“Becky Bloomwood!” dng reo 1én. “Cha! Becky Bloomwood sip két hon! C6 bé, thé co da dd ky thi 14i xe chura déy?”
“O... 101 2. Cudi cling ciing dd a.”

““Ai ngdy dugc chir?” ong ke dau ddy vé ngac nhién. “Toi thurong vé nha va bao véi vo | Néu ¢d bé d6 qua duge bai thi Hi xe thi toi di dau xudng dat.”
Va roi duong nhién héa ra 1a the that...”

“Vang, cha, dusao thi...”

“Tay chdm thi d6 bao I chua bao gioy thiy thir gi nhu thé ca. Chong sap cudi clia ¢d da bao gids nhin thiy c6 Ji xe chua?”

“Rdia.”

“Vay m anh ta van mudn iy c6?”

“Véng!” t6i git.

Thiét tinh. Hom nay 1 ngdy cudi ctia toi. L& ra roi khong phéi bi nhdc nhd dén nhimg ky thi li xe ngu ngde ctia minh cach déy hang bao nim trudc.
“Chiing ta 1én xe chr?” b6 fich sur néi. “Chao Clive, rét vui duoc gip lai anh.”

Ching ti budc ra sin, khi ra dén xe, t6i quay lai nhin ngéim ngdi nha. Lan sau nhin thiy n6 thi toi da B mdt phu nit c6 chdng Toi hit mdt hoi tht sau va
budc vao xe.

Toi chét diéng nguoi vi so i véi mdt chin da diit 1én xe. DA xdy ra chuyén gi viy? Ai da phét hién ra? Ho da biét nhitng gi?
“Anh khong thé dé em km viéc nay duoc!”

Cai gi? Thé nay thit v ly. Tom Webster nha bén dang hoc toc chay vé phia ching toi trong b vest dudi tom. Anh ta nghi minh dang lam gi thé? L2 ra
anh ta phai dang hudng dan chd ngdi & nhé thd co m.

“Becky, anh khong thé dimg yén nhin dugc,” anh ta dat mot tay lén chiéc Rolls Royce, n6i khong kip thd. “Day co thé 1 sai lim 1on nhit trong doi em
day. Em chua suy nghi k¥ r61.”

Oi, vi Chia.

“Khong, emda suy nghi rat k§,” t6i n6i va c6 huych anh ta ra.

Nhung anh ta tim ly vai ti. “Dém qua anh da phat hién ra. Chiing ta thudc vé nhau. Em va anh. Becky, hay nghil dén diéu d6. Ching ta da biét nhau
suot tur khi lot long dén gio. Chiing ta da I6n Ién ciing nhau. Co thé s&€ mat mét thoi gian ching ta moi hi€u ra tinh cdm minh danh cho nhau... nhung chéng
I& khong dang cho ching ta co hdi sao?”

“Tom, em chiing ¢ tinh cam gi véi anh c4.” Toi n6i. “Va em s& két hon trong vong hai phit nita. VAy nén anh tranh ra duoc khong?”

“Em khong biét dang ddy minh vao chuyén gi dau! Em khong biét thyrc t€ hon nhén 1 thé ndo dau! Becky, hity n6i thét Iong cho anh bit. Em thuc sur c6
y dinh & bén Luke trong suot nhitng ngay con lai ctia doi minh? Hét ngay nay sang ngay khac, dém ny sang dém khac? Tirng gio timg gio bat tan?”

“Co!” to1 noj, n01 dda len. “Emco! Emyeu Luke rat nhidu v mudn & bén anh 4y trong subt nhiing ngay thang con lai ctia minh. Tom, emda phai it rit
nhiéu thoi gian, nd hre, da gip phai rit nhidu ric réi m6i dén duoc glay phit ndy. Khd s& hon tét ca nhitng gi anh c6 thé twong tuong duge. Va néu bay
gi&y anh khong tranh duong cho em di t6i I cudi, em sé... emsg..

“Tom,” bd n6i xen vao. “Bac nghi cau tra 1i i Khong,”

“0.” Tomim king lic Au. “Viy... duoc rdi.” Tom bdi rdi nhin vai. “Xin 161

“Cau chua bao gios 6 khé naing chon thoi diém, Tom Webster,” Clive n6i vé khinh bi. “Toi nhé lin dau tién ciu da lao ra, dim vao mdt céi bing binh.
Suyt nita thi cu da giét ca hai ching ta.”

“Pugc roi. Khong c6 thiét hai gi ca. Gio thi ching ta di duoc chua?” Toi bude vao xe, xép vay quanh minh, 101 bd vao ngéi canh tO1.



“Vay anh s& gip lai em & d6 chir?” Tom ru rin6i, con ti thi nhurdng it Ién troi.
“Tom, anh ¢ mudn di nhéy dén nha thd khong?”
“O, camon. Thé thi hay qua. Chao chii Graham,” anh ta ngurong nghiu chio bd t6i khi chui vao xe. “Chau xin 151 vé chuyén vira roi.”

“Khong sao dau, Tom,” bd vd lung anh ta n6i. “Ai trong ching ta chiing ¢6 Iic nhur vay.” Ong thuot it ra v6i ti qua ddu Tom con t6i thi ¢b nin khong
cuoi khic khich.

“Vay 6n ca 16i chir?” Clive quay ngudi lai ndi. “Cé chit thay doi trong 1ong ndo khéng? Con 1 t6 tinh phiit chét nio nira khéng? Con tién i, quay dau
nira khong?”

“Khong!” t61 ndi. “Khdng con gi nita dau. Chiing ta di thoi!”

Khi ching t(‘)i’dén nha thd, chudng dang ngan timg hoi, mit trdi ruc 16 va cb mdt vai vi khach dén muon phit cudi dang voi vang vao trong, Tommd cira
xe budc di thang khong hé ngodi lai, trong khi d6 t6i rii nhe dudi vay trurde nhitng anh niit ngudng md cuia nguodi qua dudng,

Chuia oi, 1im ¢ du thich tht. Toi s& nhé khoanh khéic ndy im day.

“Xong chura?”” b6 hoi, va dua cho i bo hoa.

“Rdi a.” Toi mim cudi va quang iy canh tay dang gio ra ciia 6ng,

“Chiic may mén,” Clive n6i roi hat ham vé phia trudc. “C6 ¢ vai vi khach dén muon nay.”

Mot chiéc taxi den dimg lai ngay trude nha tho, rdi cé hai cira sau ciia xe déu bat mo. Toi nhin vé phia trude ma khong tin vao mit minh, khong biét c6
phéi t6i dang mo khong, khi nhin thay Michael budc ra khoi xe, van mic bg vest Itic ¢ Plaza. Anh dura tay vao trong xe, va tiép deén, Laurel xuat hién,
van dang méic chiéc vay Yves St. Laurent tay 4o xan lén.

“Dimg dé ching toi am co b trd!” ¢6 néi. “Ching t6i s& chi kén vao dimg dau do...”

“Nhung... nhung hai ngudi dang lam cai quai gi & day vay?”

“An n6i kia,” Laurel khién trach.

“Néu khong thé bay 6 bt cir noi nao minh mudn thi diéu khién hang tram chuyén bay riéng thi 6 ich g?”” Laurel n6i khi ¢6 tién dén 6m t6i. “Bon toi
quyét dinh [a s& dén du dam cudi ctia ¢6.”

“Pam cudi that,” Michael ndi vao tai toi. “That kham phuc em d.'?'ly, Becky.”

Toi va bd ches dén khi ho di khuéit vao nha the rdi bude dén hanh lang noi Suze dang hio hire cho. C6 miic mdt chiée véy mau xanh énh bac va bé Emie,
thang bé mic chiéc quan yém cliing mau. Khi ngd vao trong nha tho, toi co thé thy tat ca nhitng khudn mét quen thudc ctia gia dinh, ban bé cil, tat ca
nhirng nguoi than va ho hang cta Luke. Ngoi bén nhau, hanh phiic va cho doi.

Tiéng dan organ ngung bit va toi thdy bon chon ghé gom.

Cudi cling diéu ndy ciing dang dién ra. Cudi ciing t6i ciing sp két hon. Thuc sur.

R&i ban nhac “Bridal March” vang 1én va b siét Ay canh tay t6i, roi ching t6i bt dau budc trén 16i di gitra thanh duong,

Ban dang doc truyén Tin Do Shopping Ldy Chéng dugc ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.
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CHUNG TOI DA KET HON.

Ching t6i da thure sy két hon rdi.

T6i nhin xudng chiéc nhin cudi sang Bp lanh Luke da deo vao tay t6i trong nha thd. RAi nhin quang canh trude niit t6i. Chiée 18u bat nhw sang bimg 1én

dudi trdi he e chang vang, ban nhac dang choi mt cach do té bai “Smoke Get In Your Eyes,” con moi ngudi thi dang khiéu vi. Co thé 4m nhac khong
nudt na nhur & Plaza. Va c6 thé cac khach moi khong an méic dep bang nhitng vi khach & Plaza. Nhung 1a ho ctia chiing t6i. Tat ca déu 1a ctia chiing toi.
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Chiing t6i c6 mjt bira t01 that tuyét voi voi mén xp cai xoong, hrdn ctru, va mon pudding mia he, ching toi da ubng rét nhiu champagne va rrou m
b me t6i it tir Phap vé. Va rdi khi bd By dia an £0 vao ly va phat biéu mdt bai vé t6i voi Luke. Ong ndi ring ong va me thudng n6i chuyén voi nhau vé
viéc toi s& ly nguoi nhur thé ndo, va ho luén bét dong quan diém vé moi thir trir mot diéu - “Anh ta phéi lu6n canh gidc.” Ro1 6ng nhin Luke, lic nay da
sot sang dimg ddy va quay tron nguoi mdt vong trén dAu ngon chan, moi nguoi ctng pha én cuol B4 n6i 6ng da trd nén rat quy Luke va bo me anh 4y,
va rang day khong don thun chi A mbt cude hon nhan ma con 1a sy hop nhét giita hai gia dinh. Rdi bd ndi dng biét t6i s& | mdt ngurdi Y rét chung thity
va biét thong cam, va dng ké cau chuyén hdi toi tam tudi, t6i da viét thu cho Phi Thia tudng va d& cir b minh am Thi twéng - va mdt tudn sau do, lai
viét tiép mot burc thir khac dé hoi sao ho chura hdi Am - v moi ngudi lai pha én cuoi.

R6i t6i Luke ké vé viée chiing t6i da gip nhau & London nhur thé nao khi toi con la mot phong vién tai chinh, va vé viéc anh da dé y toi nhur thé nao tir
ngay budi hop bao dau tién t6i tham gia, khi t6i hoi Giam ddc PR ctia Ngan hang Barclays 1 tai sao ho khong im bia sd séc thdi trang nhu nguoi ta im
v6i méy dién thoai. Va roi anh thi nhan minh bat dau giri cho t6i nhitng gidy moi tham gia moi sy kién PR tham chi dui ching chéng lién quan gi t6i tap chi
cta t6i ca, chi vi toi luén luon khién cho bubi PR s6i dong hon.

(Trude day anh & 4y chua bao gio n6i VO t01 diéu ndy. Gio thi t6i da hiéu! D6 1 Iy do i cir toan nhdn duoc nhitng gidy moi tham gia nhitng cude hop bao
ky cuc vé mua ban hang tiéu ding va vé thuc trang ctia nganh cong nghiép thép.)

Cudi cling, Michael dimg day, tu gi6i thiéu minh bing mdt giong 4m ap va trang trong, i anh néi vé Luke. V& viée Luke da thanh cong tuyét voi nhung
anh ciing cAn mt ai d6 bén canh ra sao, mt ngudi thyre sy yéu chinh con ngudi thit ciia anh va ¢6 thé ngiin anh coi cude doi quéa nang né. Rdi Michael
n6i rang anh rét vinh dyr duoc gip bd me t6i, ho thét than thién va hiéu khach véi hai con ngudi hoan toan xa la bon anh, anh ¢6 thé thay tir d4u na t6i cd
duoc céi thir ma anh goi 1 “sur dom hoa Bloonwood” ctia mdt niém hanh phic an knh. Va anh n6i gan day t6i da thuc sy trudng thanh. Ring anh da
thay t6i xir 1y nhitng tinh hudng cuc ky éo le, va anh s& khong thé ké chi tiét duoc, nhung t6i da thye sy phai ddi mét véi nhitng khé khéin va bang cach
ndo d6 t6i da tur giai quyét duoc tat ca.

Ma khong phai ding dén thé Visa, anh n6i thém, va mot tran cudi In vang Ién khip khu lu bat.

Va i anh n6i minh dady rét nhidu d4m cudi, nhung anh chura bao gid cam thiy méAn nguyén nhu Kic nay. Anh biét Luke va toi sinh ra i & danh cho
nhau, anh thire sy rat quy ca hai ching toi, va ching t6i khong biét minh d& may min thé nio dau. Va néu ching toi ¢6 con, Iii tré ciing khong biét ching
may mén dén thé nio.

Nhitng I phat biéu ctia Michael thyre sy lam t6i suyt khoc.

Bay gi¢ t6i dang ngdi bén Luke trén bai c. Chi ¢6 hai ching 61, cach biét voi moi ngudi khac trong mot lic. D61 giy Christian Louboutins cua 61 bi
bam day 6, con ngon tay dinh dau tdy ctia Ernie thi dé lai vét ban trén than vay. Toi nén nghi trong minh that lem lubc. Nhung t6i hanh phuc.

Toi nghi t6i dang hanh phiic nhat trong sudt cude doi minh.
“Vay,” Luke ndi. Anh nga ngudi chng khuyu tay xubng va nhin 1én bau trdi xanh dang thdm dan. “Chiing ta da thanh cong.”
“Ching ta d4 thanh cong.” Vong hoa trén dau toi bat dau tudt xudng niit, nén t6i can thin gb ra va dat xudng tham co. “Ma khong bi ton thit gi.”

“E’mbié't khong ... Anh cam thiy miy tuin vira qua nhu thé mot gide mo ky la,” Luke 161 “Anh da qua tép trung vao thé gioi riéng ctia minh m khong hé
biét diéu gi dang dién ra trong cudc doi thire.” Anh lic dau. “Anh nghi lic d6 minh d3 gan nhur di trat khoi duong ray.”

“Gén nhu?”

“Thoi duge rdi. Anh da di trét khoi duong ray.” Anh quay lai nhin t6i, d6i méit den ctia anh bimg sang 1én trong anh dén hét ra tir léu bat. “Anh no em rit
nhicu, Becky.”

“Anh chiing ng em gi ca,” ti ngac nhién noi. “By gio ching ta da két hon rdi. N6 gidng nhur.... moi thir 1 tai khoan chung,”

C6 tiéng lap xap phat ra tir phia hong nha, t6i ngudc kén thiy bd dang cho hanh Iy ctia ching t6i 1én xe. Tt ca da sin sang cho ching t6i én duong,
“Vay,” Luke vira n6i vira nhin theo 4nh méit t6i. “Ky nghi triing mét ndi tiéng ctia chiing ta. Anh da dugc phép biét noi ching ta s& dén chura? Hay d6 van
con 3 mit bi mat?”

T6i lai cam thiy bon chdn. Dén lic rdi. Phin cudi cling ctia ké hoach. Qua anh dao cudi cing trén dinh banh.

“uogc 101, t6i n6i va hit mot hoi thit sau. “Emnoéi ddy. Luke, gin ddy em da suy nghi rét nhidu v& chiing ta. Ve viée két hon va noi ching ta s& sbng,

A

Chimg ta c6 ¢ lai New York hay khong. Ching ta nén lam gi...” t6i ngdp ngimg, sap xep tir ngir mdt cach cén than. “Va diéu emnhén ra ... em chua
san sang dé on dinh cude song Tom va Lucy d 6n dinh cude song qua som, va xem didu gi da xay ra v6i ho. Va emrit yéu quy Ernie, nhung khi nhin
Suze nhur thé... Piéu d6 khién em nhan ra 1 minh ciing chura sin sang dé ¢6 con. Chua phai lic nay.” Téi lo Fing ngudc 1én nhin. “Luke, ¢6 qua nhiu thir
emvan chua Bm Em chua bao o thye sy di du lich. Em chira bao gid dwoc nhin ngim thé giéi. Anh ciing vay.”

“Emda sdng & New York,” Luke noi.

“New York la mot thanh phd tuyét voi va em thure sur yéu n6. Nhung con c6 nhiing thanh phd tuyét voi khéc trén khip thé gioi. Em,nuén dén nhitng
thanh pho d6 nita. Sydney, Hong Kong... va khong chi ¢é cac thanh pho!” t6i dang tay ra. “Nhitng dong song... nhitng ngon ... tat ca nhiing canh dep



trén thé gi6i...”

“Duing viy,” Luke ni véi vé thich thi. “Thé by gid n6i tém gon lai vé tuan triing mat clia ching ra...”

“uoc 101, 161 khé nhoc nubt nude bot. “Day 1 nhitng gi emda im Emda... em da ddi tit ca cac mén qua cudi ching ta nhin duoc & New York ra
tién mat. Nhitng gia nén va am pha tra bang bac ngd ngan, nhitng do vé van d6. Va emda... emda mua cho ching ta tam vé hang nhat vong quanh thé
giéin

“Vong quanh thé gi6i?” trong Luke thuc sy rat kinh ngac. “Em nghiém tic ddy chir?”

“Vang! Vong quanh thé gi6il” t0i xodn chéit nhitng ngén tay vao véi nhau. “Chiing ta ¢6 thé di bao lau try thich. It thi ba tuAn, con JAu thi...” t0i nhin anh,
cang thang vi hy vong, “Mot nam.”

“Mot nim?” Luke nhin t6i tran trdi. “Em dia!”

“Emkhong dua. Em da n6i voi Christina la emc6 thé quay lai Barneys im viéc hoiic 1 khong, C6 Ay khong phan dbi. Danny s& don dep cin ho ctia
chiing ta va giri hét moi thir vao nha kho...”

“Becky!” Luke Fic d4u noi. “D6 1 mdt ¥ tudng hay. Nhung anh khong thé chi don nha va...”

“Anh c6 thé. Anh c6 thé! Tat ca da duoc sip xép. Michael s& trong coi van phong & New York. Vin phong London von c6 thé hoat dong doc lap.
Luke, anh Iam dugc ma. Moi nguoi déu nghil anh nén lam nhur vay.”

“Moi nguoi?”

Toi démdémng(’)n tay. “Bb me anh... bd me em... Michael... Lawrel... Clive, thﬁy day ldixe clicia em..”

Luke trd mit nhin toi.

“Clive, thiy day l4i xe ctia em?”

“urgc 101, t61 voi vang 16}, “dumng ban tam dén 6ng ay Nhung tét ca nhitng ngudi m anh coi trong y kién déu nghi anh can nghi ngoi. Anh da nd e
lam viée cét hre qua Ju rdi...” Toi sot sing ruén minh vé phia trude. “Luke, day la loe dé am didu d6. Khi ching ta van con tre. Trude khi ching ta co
con. Ctr thir hinh dung xem. Hai chiing ta lang thang khép thé giéi. Nhin ngiim nhitng théing canh tuyét voi. Hoc hoi tir nhitng nén vin héa khéc nhau.”
Mot sy im ling bao trum. Luke nhin xuéng dét, cau mly.

“Emd ndi chuyén voi Michael,” cubi cling anh n6i. “Va anh 4y sén long...”

“Conhonca se:n‘l Jong co. Anh 4y dang phat ngin lén vi song & New York ma ching c6 gi im ngoai viée di bo viét da! Luke, anh dy noi néu anh khong
dixa, anh van can mot ky nghi dai hoi. Anh can mdt ky nghi ding nghia.”

‘Mot nam,” Luke vira noi vira bop tran. “Thé con hon ca mdt ky nghi.”

“C6 thé ngin hon. Hoac c6 thé dai hon! Diéu quan trong I tlty ching ta c6 thé quyét dinh trong ic di. Ching ra ¢6 thé mdt lan trong doi giai phong tim
hon minh. Khong rang bude, khong camkét, khong 6 gi dé ning ching ta...”

“Becky, con yéu,” bd t6i goi ra tir xe 6 6. “Con c6 chic ho s& cho phép mang sau va li hanh Iy chu?”
“Pugc ma bd, chi cin minh tra phi cho s6 hanh Iy thém...” ti quay lai vé phia Luke. “Nao. Anh nghi sao vé diéu nay?”

Luke khong n6i gi mbt lic 1au - va long t6i ching xudng. T6i cé mot dyr cam kinh khiing 13 anh s& tré lai con nguoi cii. Mot Luke gia cdi, ham cong tiéc
viéc, qua chuyén tim vi cong ty.

Roi anh ngAng dau 1én - mt nu cudi nhan nhd trén khudn mét anh. “Anh c6 dugc chon khong?”’

“Khong,” t6i bam Ay canh tay anh ma thiy nhe nhdm ca nguoi. “Anh khong duoc hra chon dau.”

Ching t6i s& di vong quanh thé gi¢i! Ching t6i s& 1 nhimg du khéch!

“Hai c4i va li cudi cing ndy rét nhe!” BS n6i to va vay nhimg chiéc va i trong khong trung. “Trong ddy ¢6 gi khong con?”

“Da khong! Ching | va li rong!” Toi quay lai Luke, mit tmg hong vi vui suéng, “Oi Luke, that tuyét voi! DAy s& a co hdi dé ching ta chay tron mdt
nam Mot nam... vo tu. Chi c6 ching ra. Khong c6 bat ctr thir gi khac!”

Mét thoang ngéip ngimg, Luke dang nhin t6i, miéng hoi giat gidt. “Va ching ra mang theo hai chiéc va i to rong khong vi...”

“Cha, anh khong biét dau,” t6i giai thich. “Ching ta c6 thé mua vai thir trong hanh trinh ctia minh. Khach du lich luén nén gitp d& cho nén kinh té dia



phirong...” t6i ngung n6i khi Luke bat dau pha lén cuoi.

“Gi vay?” t6i bat binh n6i. “D6 1a syr that ma!”

“Anh biét,” Luke lau nit. “Anh biét 14 thé ma. Becky Bloonmwood, anh yéu em.”

“Nén nh6 gio em da i Becky Brandon rdi déy!” t6i vira cai lai vira nhin xubng chiéc nhén moi dang yéu ctia minh. “Ba Becky Brandon.”

Nhung Luke Fic dau. “Chi ¢6 duy nhét mdt Becky Bloomwood. Bimg bao gios thoi k chinh 6 dy.”” Anh néim Ky ca hai tay t0i va dam dam nhin 0i rt la.
“Duem cd lam gi di nita, thi cling dirng bao gio' danh mat con ngudi Becky Bloonwood ctia minh.”

“Cha... duoe rdi,” t6i ndi, hoi ngac nhién. “Em s& khong nhu vay.”

“Becky! Luke!” tiéng me vang Ién tir bén kia bai co. “Dén Iic cat banh roi! Graham, treo dén 16ng lén dil”

“Lamngay day!” bd dap 1oi.

“Chiing con vao day!” t6i tra 101 “Cho con ddi vong hoa 1én da nhé!”

“Pé anh.” Luke mim cudi véi tay Jy vong hoa cim chudng hdng rdi doi 1én dau toi.

“Trong emngde Fim khong?”” T6i xju mit noi.

“C6, trong curc ngde.” Anh hon 6i rdi dimg dy kéo toi lén. “Di nao, Becky B. Khan gia clia em dang chd kia.”

Khi nhitng chiéc dén 1ng bt dAu hung linh xung quanh, ching toi budc qua bai ¢ quay lai chd ddm cudi, tay Luke siét chét By tay toi.
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5. TAIKHOAN NGAN HANG CHUNG

5.1 Tai khoan ngn hang chung s& duoc ding cho cac phi ton can thiét cho chi tiéu sinh hoat gia dinh.

“Chi tiéu sinh hoat gia dinh”” dwoc dinh nghia 1 bao gdm vay Miu Miu, gidy dép va cac db trang phuc duge C6 Déu cho I thiét yéu.
5.2 Trong moi trudng hop, quyét dinh ciia Co Déu vé nhitng chi tiéu nhu vy s& B quyét dinh cudi ciing,

5.3 Chu Ré khong dugc bt ra nhimg cau héi fién quan dén tai khoan chung véi C Déu ma khong béo trude, nhimg cau héi d6 phai duoc trinh bay
dudi dang van ban va chd 24 tiéng dong ho cho cau tra 1oi.

6. NHONG NGAY QUAN TRONG

6.1 Chi Ré s& nhd tit ca nhing ngiy sinh nhat va ngay ki niém, va s& ki ni¢m nhing ngay néi trén bang nhirng mon qua bat ngd .
6.2 C6 Dau s& thé hién sw ngac nhién va sung suéng vi nhitng mon qua do Chi Ré chon.

7.NHA CUA

C6 Déu s& nd hre hét strc trong kha ning cta minh dé giir gin sy ngiin ndp, sach s& trong nha. TUY NHIEN, thét bai trong viée thuc hién diéu khoan
nay s€ khong bi coi 1a pha v& hop dong,

8. XECO

Chu Ré s& khong dura ra bét ctr binh ludn ndo vé khé ning li xe ctia Co Dau.

9. POI SONG XA HOI

9.1 C6 Dau khong bét bude Chit Ré phai nhé tén va nhitng mbi tinh cii ctia tit ca cac ban ciia ¢d, bao gdm ca nhitng ngudi anh chira bao gior giip.
9.2 Cha Ré s& nd hrc dé sip xép mot phan dang ké mdi tun cho nhitng hoat dong thur gifin va gii tri.

9.3 Shopping s& duoc dinh nghia 1a mdt hoat dong thur gian.



* Nhimg m6n qua bat ngd s& gdm c6 nhitng mén db duge C6 Déu kin dédo danh du trong céc catalogue va tap chi dugc dé & dau d6 trong nha vio
tuan sap deén nhitng ngay dugc nodi dén.
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