Gioi thiéu Tin P6 Shopping Cé Baby

Truyén Tin D6 Shopping Co Baby, lim viée tai cira hang thdi trang m6i nhat London, The Look, tim duge mdt cin nha dep nhu mo' cing anh chong dep
trai Luke.

Hon hét thay, nang con dang c6 mang Becky khong thé ndo sung swéng hon duoc nira dic biét khi nang phat hién ra shopping B mdt phirong thude hiéu
nghiém chira nhing con budn ndn budi sang, Moi thir phéi that hoan hao dé chao dén baby cia ning.

Tir phong tré that xin dén xe noi tht cool, va nhat 13 phai co6 mdt bac sisan that ndi tiéng, chuyén cham séc céac ba bau siéu sao!
Ban dang doc truyén Tin D6 Shopping C6 Baby dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chuong 1
OK. Pimng hoang loan. Moi thir s& 6n thoi i thé.
Tét nhién B thé.

“Chi c6 thé nhdc ngudi Ién mdt chit duge khong, chi Brandon?”” Bac sisiéu am toat ra vé that d& chiu va chuyén nghiép khi co cti xudng nhin t6i. “Toi
can phai thoa chut gel Ién bung chi trude khi tién hanh siéu am.””

“Tat nhién rdi!” t6i néi n khong nhiic nhich chit ndo. “Van dé 1, t6i thy hoi... cng théng chit xiu.”

Toi dang néim trén girong ctia Bénh vién Chelsea va Westminster, hoi hop dén ctmg nguwdi lai. Ngay sip day thoi toi va Luke s& ln dau tién nhin thiy
dira con ctia ching t6i trén man hinh, tir khi n6 chi la mt cai dom ti xiu. T6i van chura the hoan toan tin chuyén nay. Trén thyc t€, t6i van chura quen
duoc vai sy that 1a minh ¢6 bau. Trong vong muroi chin tuan nita, t6i, Becky Brandon, tén thoi con gai 1a Bloomwood... s& trd thanh mdt ba me. Mot ba
me!

Nhan tién, Luke k& chong t6i. Ching ti m6i chi cudi nhau hon mdt niimnén ddy chéic chéin i dira tré sén phim cua tudn tréing mit chinh hiu tram phan
tram! Hoi trang mat ching t61 d& dén rat nhi€u noi, nhung t6i tinh kha chic rang dira nho da duoc thu thai khi ching t6i ¢ tai khu resort 1ong lay tén Ia
Unawatuna & Sri Lanka, giita nhitng cdy tre, hoa lan va nhitng phong canh tuyét voi.

Unawatuna Brandon.

C6 Unawatuna Lan Tre Brandon.

Hmm Minh khdng chiic me s& ndi gi nira.

“Hbi mdi mang thai vo t6i ¢6 gip mot tai nan nho,” Luke ngdi trén ghé bén giwong gidi thich. “Nén c6 dy hoi lo Fing mot chit.”

Anh siét chit tay t6i ddy tng ho, va toi siét lai. Trong cuon cam nang mang thai cua t6i, Chin thing ctia doi ban, ngudi ta bao nén cho bb ca dira tré
tham gia vao moi khia canh ctia qua trinh mang thai, néu khong anh dy ¢6 thé s& cam thiy bi ton thurong vbo roi. Nén ti da kéo Luke vao cang nhiéu
cang tt. Vi du nhur ti qua t6i da ri anh xem DVD moi ctia t6i, Tap tay khoe khi mang thai. Giira chimg anh chot nhé ra can phai goi mdt cude dién
thoai cong vi€c va b 15 kha nhiéu - nhung van dé la anh da khong cam thay bi bo roi.

“Chi da bi tai nan sa0?” Bac s si€u &m ngung gd gd may tinh.

“T6i bj ngd xudng nii giira troi bio lic dang tim kiém nguoi chi that lac lu ngay,” t6i giai thich. “Lic do t6i d4u c6 biét minh mang thai. Va toi nghi ¢6 18
minh da khién dira bé bi va dap manh.”

“T6i hiéu roi.” Béc sisiéu dm hién tir nhin t6i. Toc ba mau ndu dang nga bac, bii gon phia sau, v6i mdt cai bit chi xién ngang qua. “Duroc roi. Bon tré
nhig thir nhd bé dé phuc hoi. Nhung cir xem qua mdt chit nhé?”

Pay rdi. Cai khoanh khiic 4m anh t6i hang tudn trdi qua. Mot cach than trong, t6i nhic kg 1én va nhin xudng c4i bung phinh to ctia minh.
“Chi c6 thé bo hét vong cb qua mot bén dugc khong?” ba ndi thém. “Sé vong trén cd chi ciing phéi gin mdt bd suu tip!”

“Pay la nhimg chiéc vong diic biét.” Toi cudn ching lai voi nhau, hoi cau. “Céi ndy i bicu tugng cho thién chirc imme clia nguoi Aztec, con ddy B mot
vién pha 1€ deo khi mang thai... cai ndy Ia vong kiéu luc lac dé do dua tré... va caindy Ia da sinh nd”

“Dd sinh no?”
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“Chi ctr an 16 vio mot diém diic biét trén long ban tay i n6 s& khién moi dau don do sinh nd tan bién,
Maori ¢d.”

t01 giai thich. “N6 da dugc dung tir thoi ngudi
“Mimmrhmm” Bac sTsiéu 4m nhuéng may 10i bop mdr chiit gel trong sudt Ién bung t6i. Hoi nhiu may, ba di céi thir do tim siéu 4m Ay 1én da t6i, va ngay
1ap tirc mdt hinh &nh md md mau den trang hién Ién trén man hinh.

To1 khong thd duoc.

D6 I dira con ciia ching toi. Bén trong toi. Toi danh it sang Luke, va thiy anh dang chim chii nhin mén hinh, kinh ngac siing so.

“Kia o bon ngin tim...” Bc i siéu Am di di céi thiét bi siéu am. “Gios ching ta dang trong thay hai vai...” Ba chi vao min hinh va ti ngoan ngoéin huréng
nit theo, dii ndi that tinh t6i chang thay vai nao hét, chi c6 nhiing dudng cong cong mo mit.

“Kia Il mot canh tay... mdt ban tay...” Giong ba nho dan va ba cau may.
Can phong nho chim trong im king. Toi cam thay mdt ndi s tom Iy minh. D6 1a Iy do ba 4y cau may. Con t6i chi c6 mot ban tay. Toi biét ma.
Mot con séng tinh yéu va bao boc dang trao bao liét bén trong t6i. Nurdc mit toi trian én mi. Con t6i c6 mdt ban tay thi di sao? Toi van yéu nd nhur thé.
T61 con yéu né hon. Toi va Luke s€ dua nd dén bat cir noi nao trén thé gidi dé tim cach chita tri tot nhat, va ching t6i s€ tai trg cho nghién ciru, va bat
ctr ai dam ca gan nhin con t6i kicu...

. va tay kia ddy.” Giong bac si siéu Am cit ngang suy nghi ciia toi.
“Tay kia?” Toi nging lén, chodng vang “N6 c6 hai tay sa0?”

“A... vang.” Béc sisiéu dm c6 vé sc trude phan img ciia toi. “Xemndy, chi ¢6 thé thiy ching ¢ ddy.” Ba chi vao hinh anh va trude sy kinh ngac cia
chinh minh t6i c6 thé thay rd nhitng ngdn tay gay gudc nho xiu. Muoi tat ca.

“To6i xin 161, t61 nubt khan, lau e mit bang tim khéiin gidy ba dua cho. “That nhe ca ngudi”

“Theo t0i théy thi moi chuyén déu 6n ca,” ba trén an t6i. “Va dimg lo, d& xtic dong khi mang thai cling o binh thudng thoi. May céi hormone d6 tran
ngp co the.”

Thét tinh. Nguoi ta cir néi v hormone sudt. Nhu Luke t6i qua, e t6i khoc 1o khi xem mdt quang cao ¢6 con cho con trén ti vi. Toi khong bi hormone
anh hudng, t61 hoan toan binh thudng, D6 chi la mdt quang cdo rat budn.

“Két qua ctia c6 day.” Béc sisiéu am lai gd ban phim Mot hang nhimg hinh anh siéu 4m den tring cudn minh chui ra khoi méy in va ba dua cho toi. Toi
ngo burc dau tién - va ban cé thé thdy ngay vién ngoai ctia cai dau rat rd rang, N6 ¢6 mdt chi€c miii nhd, miéng va moi thi.

“Vay... t6i da kiém tra xong xudi.” Ba xoay tron trén chiéc ghé. “Gior t6i chi mudn biét anh chi ¢ mubn biét giéi tinh cva dira tré khong?”

“Khong dau, cam on chi,” Luke mim cudi dép. “Ching t6i da ban nhau chuyén nay rat Au, ding khong, Becky? Va ca hai ching ti déu nhét trf | nhu
the s€ lam hdng su than ky khi tw minh phat hién ra.”

“Rét t6t.” Béc s siéu am mim cudi lai. “Néu anh chi da quyét dinh nhur thé thi t6i s& khong noi gl.”
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Ba 4y “s

& khong ndi g2 Nghiia 1 ba 4y da biét n6 I trai hay gai. Ba Ay c6 thé cho ching toi biét ngay bay gio!
“Chiing ta van chura thyre sy quyét dinh, ding khong anh?” ti ndi. “Chura quyét dinh chinh xéc.”

“O... 10i chir, Becky.” Luke dudng nhu kinh ngac. “Em khong nhé sao? Ching ta da néi chuyén d6 ca budi ti va nhét tri ring ching ta mudn duoc ngac
nhién.”

“Oi, dung. ROL.” T6i khong thé roi mit khoi nhitng tAm hinh md md cta dira bé. “Nhung ching ta ciing ¢6 thé ngac nhién ngay bay gio! Ciing s& thin ky
nhur thé thoi mal”

OK, ¢6 1& khong hén thé. Nhung ching 18 Luke khong muén biét dén chét di duoc sao?
“P6 ¢6 thyre sy 1 didu em mudn khong?”” Khi ngang Ién, t6i ¢6 thé thiy mot thoang thit vong trén niit anh. “Biét ngay tir gi
“A thi...” Toi ngin ngai. “Néu anh khong mudn thi thoi.”

Toi khong hé mudn lam Luke thét vong, Tir khi t6i mang thai dén gio anh luén ngot ngio va an can. Gan déy toi rat hay thém du thir t6 hop ky quic -
nhu mot hom ty dung t6i thém dén kho hiéu qua dira va 4o len dan miu hong. Va Luke da dic biét dua t6i ra tin miy cira hing dé mua ching

Anh dang dinh n6i gi d6 thi di ddng ctia anh reo. Anh 161 n6 ra khdi tli, nhung béc si si€u am gio tay én.



“T6i xin 16i, nhung anh khong duoc ding di dong ¢ day.”

“Phai.” Luke cau may khi thiy tén ngwoi goi hién lén. “La Tain. TSt hon anh nén goi lai.”

Toi ching can phéi hoi Tain ndo. Chéc chén I Tain Wheeler, truéng bo phan marketing ciia Arcodas Group. Luke c6 cong ty PR riéng, Brandon
Communications, va Arcodas Ia khach hang m6i ¢& bu ctia Luke. Thét phi thirdng khi anh gianh duoc ho va dua cong ty phat trién ngoan muc - anh da
thué thém rét nhidu nhén vién va dang 1én ké hoach md thém nhiéu vin phong & chau Au sau vy ny.

Vay 1 moi thir déu tuyét voi voi Brandon Communications. Nhung nhur thirdng 1€, Luke van dang lam viée t6i rrﬁt: Toi chua tirng thiy anh nhur vy khi
¢o ai triéu tap hay goi dién trude day. Néu la Tain Wheeler, anh lu6n ludn, ubn ludn goi lai trong vong nam phit, bat chap anh c6 dang hop hanh, &n toi,
hodc thdm chi lic d6 da nira d&m. Anh ndi day 1a nganh cong nghi€p dich vy, ma Arcodas lai 1a khach hang si€u I6n, va cong ty anh dugc tra tien dé lam
thé.

Tét ca nhimg gi ti c6 thé ndi i Tain Wheeler ma goi Itic t6i dang sinh con thi c4i dién thoai d6 s& bi bay thing ra ngoai cira so.

“Gan day c6 dién thoai cd dinh ndo t6i c6 thé dimg khong?” Luke hoi bac sisiéu am. “Becky, em khong phién...”

“Khong sao dau.” Toi xua tay.

“T6i s€ chi cho anh,” bac si si€u &m noi, dung ddy. “Chi Brandon, mdt 1at nita toi quay lai nhé.”

Hai nguoi bon ho bién mit sau canh ctra, nd sap danh sam

T6i con lai mdt minh. My tinh van dang bat. Thiét bi siéu 4m van dang ndm canh man hinh.

Minh c6 thé ruén téi va...

Khong Bumg ngde thé. Minh tham chi con khong biét dimg mdy siéu 4m. Vi lai nhur thé s& lim hong sy ngac nhién thin ky. Néu Luke muén chd thi
minh s& cho.

T6i tr& minh trén girdng va ngim nghia mong tay. Minh ¢6 thé cho. Tét nhién minh ¢6 thé. Minh c6 thé dé dang...

Oi troi. Khong, t6i khong thé. Dén tan théing Muoi hai thi khong. Ma trude miit i e d6 rét thudn loi... va chéing ¢ ai... i s& chi nhin mdt i thoi. That
nhanh th6i. Va t6i s€ khong ndi véi Luke. Chiing t6i van c6 duoc su ngac nhién than ky khi dira tré ra doi - trir viée voi toi thi s€ khong duge ngac nhién
Jam. Chinh thé.

Nighiéng ngudi vé phia trude, t6i cd tim Ky thiét bi siéu am. Téi dura nd 1én chd gel trén bung minh - va ngay lap tire cai hinh anh mo mit Ay lai xuét hién
trén man hinh.

Toi m dugc rdi! Gid thi t0i chi can phai di nhé nhe dé thiy duoc plnn then chdt... Cau miy tap trung, toi di thiét bi dy trén bung mlnh, nghiéng n6 hét
bén nay lai bén kia, nghén cb xem man hinh. D& hon t6i trdng nhidu! C6 18 t6i nén trd thanh béc sisiéu am. RS rang 1 t6i c6 ning khiéu.

Cai dAu kia rdi. Wow, to that! Con cai kia hin ...

Tay t6i cirmg do lai va toi hon hén. Toi vira tréng thiy n6. Téi vira thiy gioi tinh ctia con t6i

La con trai!

Hinh anh khéng dugc 16 nhu khi bac si lam nhung ngay ca thé van khong 1an vao dau dugc. Luke va toi sap ¢6 con trail
“Chao con,” t6i ndi to véi cai man hinh, giong hoi run mdt chiit. “Chao con, cau bé!”

Va lfic nay t6i khong ngan ndi nurde nit kin xubng mé nira. Chiing rdi sip c6 mdt cu bé cuc ky kha 4il Toi co thé méc cho né nhimg bd 4o lién quin d&
thurong, mua cho nd 6 t6 dap chén, Luke c6 thé choi cricket vdino, va ching t6i c6 the goind L...

Oi troi oi. Ching t6i & dat tén n6 1a gi day?

Toi tyr hoi khong biét Luke c6 ddng y dat tén con 1 Birkin khong, Néu OK thi t6i ¢6 thé mua mot chiée Birkin lm tii dung ta 16t cho 1.
Birkin Brandon. Ciing hay d4y chir!

“Chao con bé bong,” t6i diu dang ngan nga v6i hinh cai dau to dtng tron tm trén mén hinh. “Con ¢6 mudn tén l Birkin khong?”’

“Chj dang lam gi thé?” Tiéng bac si siéu 4m lam t6i giat nay minh. Ba 4y dang dimg cting Luke & cira, trong siing so. “D6 1a thiét bi ctia bénh vién. Chi
'7’

khong dugc dung vao!

“T6i xin 161, t61 n6i, gat nurée mit. “Nhung chi 14 t6i phai nhin thém mot 1an nita. Luke, em dang néi chuyén véi con minh ndy. That l... ky diéu.”



“Pé anh xem!” Miit Luke sang Ién, va anh voi di qua ciin phong, ba béc sitheo sau. “Dau em?”

Luke c6 thiy d6 13 con trai va niém ngac nhién bi hity hoai ciing ching sao. Toi phéi chia sé khoanh khiic quy gid ndy

“Nhin kia, d4u né déy!” Toi chi. “Chao con yéu!”

“Miat n6 dau em?”” Giong Luke nghe kha phén khich.

“Khong biét nira. Chic quanh quanh phia bén kia.” Toi kh& vay tay. “Bb me ¢ dy ndy! Va bd me yéu con rat rat...”

“Chi Brandon.” Béc si siéu 4m ngit 10i toi. “Chi dang ndi chuyén vdi bong dai ctia minh.”

Um, sao m t6i biét dwoc d6 [ bang quang cta t6i chir? Trong nd y chang mt dira nhoc.

Khi ching t61 bude vao phong tur vAn san khoa, t6i van cam thdy ma minh hoinéng. Bac sisiéu dm kén 16p cho t6i mdt bai hoanh trang vé Viée 101 ¢0 thé
da lam ton hai dén minh the nao, lam héng may ra sao, va chiing t6i chi c6 thé chay thoat khi Luke hira s& ting ho mdr khoén tién 16n cho chién dich kéu
goi dong gop nmua may siéu am

Va ba 4y bao vi t6i con chura dura may dén gan chd dira bé nén rit it kha ning t6i da nhin thdy giéi tinh ctia nd. Hirm

Nhung khi ngdi xubng dbi dién bac si Braine, bac si Tphu san cta tOi, t6i cam thay bét du vui lén. Ong Braine iy qua 1 biét trédn an nguoi khéc. Ong do
ngoai sau muroi voi mii toc nga bac duoc chai chudt can than, bd com 6 soc tam, va mii hurong thoang thoang ctia nuréc hoa cao rau kiéu cil. Va ong da
d& cho hang nghin dira tré ra doi, bao gdm ca Luke! N6i that t6i khong thue sur tuong trong ra ni canh me ctia Luke, ba Elinor, i sinh con, nhung t6i
doan bang cach 130 d6 chuyén do phai xay ra chir. Ngay khi phat hién ra t6i co bau, Luke da n6i ching ti phai tim hiéu ngay xem bac si Braine con im
nira khong vi 6ng dy 1 bac si san gioi nhat nudc.

“Chao con trai” Ong bit tay Luke nong nhiét. “Anh

“Thire s rét 6n a.” Luke ngdi xudng bén toi. “Thé David sao rdi chi?”

Luke hoc ciing con trai ctia bac si Braine va lin ndo chiing t6i gip nhau anh ciing hoi nhur thé sau khi 6ng hoi cau kia.

Mot khoang im king khi 6ng Braine suy nghii cau hoi. Dy 1 diéu duy nhat & 6ng khién t6i thiy burc minh. Ong nglnen ngam moi thir ban ndi nhur thé diéu
d6 cuc ky quan trong, trong khi thure ra ban chi vira n6i dai mot cau ngau nhién dé cudc n6i chuyén khong bi ngit quing, Lan gap trudc toi hoi ong mua
ca vat ¢ dau, va ong da phai nghi dén ndm phm, 1o goi dién vé nha cho vy dé héi lai, va cau chuyén vé né 1a ca mdt thién truong ca hoanh trang, Ma t6i

thm chi con khong thich cai ca vat ngu ngde d6 nira.

“David rét on,” cubi cung ong ciing dap, gt dau. “No giri 1oi hoi thidm anh.” Lai mdt khoang dimg nita khi 6ng chim chia doc két qua siéu am. “Rat tot,”
16t cude Ong ciing Ién tiéng, “Moi thir déu binh thuong, C6 cam thiy thé ndo, Rebecca?”

“A, chau khoe!” toi d4p. “That mimg I dira bé khong sao.”

“T6i thay ¢6 van dang di lam toan thoi gian.” Ong Braine liéc vao hd so ctia toi. “Nhur thé khong doi hoi ¢b phéi cd ging qué strc chir?”
Bén canh t6i, Luke phi mot tiéng, Anh thit thd 16.

“D6 1a...” Toi ¢b nghi xem nén n6i thé ndo. “Céng viée ctia chau khong doi hoi nhidu dén thé.”

“Becky lim viéc cho The Look,” Luke giai thich. “Chii biét cira hing mdi trén phd Oxford chir a?”

“A.” Nét mit 6ng Braine xju xudng, “T6i hiéu rdi.”

M3i lan t6i bao ngudi khac t6i lam gi, ho deu ling tting quay di hodic chuyén chii dé hodc v nhur chura timg nghe i The Look. Ma diéu do 11 khong thé,
vi moi t& bo da ndi vé n6 hang tudn nay rdi. Hom qua to Daily World con goi nd 1 “tham hoa ban K 16n nhét trong lich sir nuréc Anh”.

Ut thé duy nhat ctia viée dong gop cho sy thét bai ciia bt cira hing K t6i ¢6 thé dénh céip bao nhiéu gior im viée dé di gip bac siva hoc céc I6p tién
san cling duoc. Va néu toi chura trd lai ngay thi thdm chi cling chang aidé v.

“T6i chéc rang moi thir s& chuyén bién som thdi,” dng dong vién. “Gid thi hai v chdng con cau hoi gi nita khong?”

Toi hit that sau. “Thyc ra, ding | chdu con mdt cAu hoi.” Toi ngip nglmg, “Gior khi thiy két qua siéu am binh thudng, liéu chi ¢6 thé cho biét ¢6 an toan
khong néu... chu biet day...”

“Puong nhién rdi.”” Ong Braine git dau ra diéu hiéu y. “Rét nhiéu cip tranh quan hé tinh duc trong giai doan diu mang thai...”
“Y chau khong phai 1 sex!” ti ngac nhién néi. “Y chau 1 shopping co.”

“Shopping?”” Ong Braine suyt ngi ngira.



“Chdu van chura mua sim gi cho dira nhdc ca,” ti giai thich. “Chéu khong mudn chudn bi trude bude khong qua. Nhung néu moi thir ¢6 vé binh thirdng
thi chiéu nay chéu c6 thé bat dau roi!”

Toi khong thé ngiin giong minh phén khich dwoc. Toi da chd va chd duoe di mua sém cho dira nho. Ma toi lai con vira doc vé mit cira hang ban do
baby moi rat tuyét trén duong King nita chir, tén 1a Bambino. Thyc ra thi t6i da dac biét nghi nguyén mdt budi chicu chi dé di xem!

Toi cam thiy Luke dang nhin minh chiim chiim nén quay sang va tréng thay anh dang nhin t6i day ngd vuc.
“Emyéu, y em I sao, ‘bat dau’?” a
“Em van chwra mua gi cho con!” t6i néi day tir vé. “Anh biét em van chura mua gi ma.”

“Tirc 13.... em van chua mua bo vay ngi Ralph Lauren ¢& tré con sao?”” Luke dém démngon tay. “Hozic i cai nha rung d6? Hay bé tién nit méu hong ¢6
canh?”

“May thir d6 i dé danh khi nd chap chimg tap di” t6i nghiém trang phan phéo. “Em van chura mua gi cho con lic &m ngira.”
Tht tinh. Luke s& khong thé thanh mdt ngudi cha t5t néu khong biét sy khac nhau do.
“Thé nhd n6 14 con trai thi sa0?”” Luke hoi. “Bm dinh bit nd méc bo tién nit mau héng sao?”

Thue ra thi toi dang dinh chinh minh s& méic. That sy thi, t6i da méac thir 10 va né dan kha t6t! Nhung khong c6 nghia 13 t6i s thira nhin chuyén nay véi
Luke.

“Anh biét khong, anh khién em ngac nhién dy, Luke.” Toi hit cam én. “Em khong nghif anh lai 1a nguoi trong nam khinh nir.”
Ong Braine dang theo ddi cau chuyén ciia ching t6i, vé bdi roi

“To6i turéng hai ngudi khong mubn biét gidi tinh ctia dra tré?” dng chen vio.

“Khong, camon chii,” Luke néi, giong rét crong quyét. “Chiing ta mudn giit bi mat dé duoc ngac nhién, dung khong, Becky?”

“Um.. diing” T6i héing giong, “Trir phi, chii Braine, ¢6 1& chii cho ring chiing chéu cn biét vi nhitng 1y do mang tinh y hoc rét hop Iy va khong thé ling
tranh ching?”’

T6i nhin chidm chim vio béc si Braine, nhung 6ng khong hiéu an

“Khong can dau,” 6ng mim cudi.

Chét tiét.

Thém hai muroi phit nita chiing t6i moi roi phong kham dugc, trong d6 ba pht Ia bac siBraine kham cho t61, con lai I thoi gian 6ng é}{ va Luke hoi
tudng lai mdt tran cricket nao d6 ¢ truong. Toi co gang lich sur ling nghe - nhung 61 khong theé khong nhap nhom s6t rudt. Toi muon dén Bambino!

Cudi cting thi viée kham ciing két thic va ching toi dang bude ra con phd London dong diic. Mot phu nit bude qua cing chiée xe néi kiéu cii higu Silver
Cross, va t6i kin ddo ngam nghia n6. Chac chan t6i muon ¢d mdt chiec xe ndi nhur the, véi nhiing banh xe linh hoat duyén dang ay. Trir viéce t6i s& phai
bién nd thanh mau hong sam. S& tuyét lam cho ma xem. Nguoi ta s€ goi toi [a Co Gai Voi Chice Xe N6i Mau Hong Sam. Trir truong hop no 1a con trai,
néu the t6i s& phun son mau phdt thién thanh. Khong... mau ngoc xanh bién. Va moi ngudi s€ noi..

“Sang nay anh da n6i chuyén véi Giles & dai 1y bit dong san.” Luke cét ngang suy nghi ctia toi.

“That khong?” Téi hao himg ngéng Ién. “Anh ta ¢6 tin gi chua?”

“Chang c6 gi.”

“Oi” Toi tho hét ra.

Hién tai ching t6i dang song trong mot can hd tang thuong, Luke da ¢ dy nhicu nam. N6 dep dén ngat tho, nhung khong c6 viron, d thé lai la igt tham
mau be tron, nén khong hoan toan phtt hgp véi tré con. Vi vdy vai tuan trude ching t6i da rao ban n6 va bat dau tim mdt can nha mai xinh xan danh cho
gia dinh.

Vén dé 1, c6 nguoi da chop iy can ho clia ching t0i ngay Bp tire. Chuyén nay - t6i khong mudn huénh hoang hay gi du - nhung tit ca & nho tai trang
tri xuat sac cua toi. Toi da thap n khap noi, trong phong tam dat mdt chai champagne trong x6 d4, va hang dong nhitng thir theé hién “phong cach song”

nhur cac chuong trish nhac kich, gidy moi dén nhimg sur kién xa hoi ho nhodng (t6i muron tir ¢6 ban Suze sanh diéu ctia minh). Thé | ¢6 ngay mot cap
goi dién dén Karlssons d€ nghi mua Iap tirc! Va ho cé the tra tién nit!

Thé thi tuyét qua - mdi toi ching t6i s& song & dau day? Chiing ti van chura tim thiy ngdi nha ndo ung ¥ ma dai Iy bat dong san ctr ndi méi ki thi trrdng



dang rat “khan hién”, “nghéo nan” va hoi chiing t6i da nghil ¢én chuyén thué nha chra?

Toi khong mudn di thué. Toi mubn cé mdt cin nha méi déng yéu dé bién né thanh td 4m cho con.

“Ly minh khong tim duge chd nao thi sao?”” Toi nging én nhin Luke. “Néu ching ta bi ddy ra duong? Sip mia dong rdi! Ma bung em sip to Bm roil”
Toi chot tuéng turong ra canh minh ning né bude ngroc phd Oxford trén nén nhac ddng ca bai “O LittleTown of Bethlehen”.

“Emyéu, ching ta s€ khong bi tong ra duong dau! Nhung Giles ndi c6 thé ching ta s& phai linh hoat hon voi miy yéu cau ciia minh.” Luke ngung lai.
“Anh nghi y anh dy i méy yéu cau ctia em, Becky.”

Thét khong cong bang! Khi ho giri cho ching t6i Mau don Tim Nha, trén d6 viét, “Xin hily néu cang cu thé cang tt nhitng yéu cu ctia 6ng/ba.” Thé thi
61 mdi néu 16 chir. Va gio thi ho lai kéu ca!

“Ching ta c6 thé quén Phong Gidy di, duong nhién,” anh n6i thém

“Nhung...” t6i ngimg lai khi thiy nét mit anh. Toi timg trong thiy Phong Gidy trén t& Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous [Phong céch sng cia nhing
ngudi giau c6 va noi tiéng] va tir d6 t6i van mong moi cd duge mdt cai nhur the. “Thi danh vay,” t6i ndi, cam chiu.

“Va yéu cau vé khu vire ctia chiing ta ciing cin phéi linh hoat hon.”

“Emkhong thiy sao dau!” toi néi, ding lic di dong ctia Luke lai réo. “Thyre ra, emnghi ddy ciing | mot y hay.”

Chinh Luke mdi 1a ngudi néi thich khu Maida Vale chir khong phéi toi. Toi thi thich sdng ¢ nhiéu noi.

“Luke Brandon nghe déy,” Luke ndi bing giong cong viéc ctia minh. “Oi, chio. Vang, bon em siéu am xong rdi. C6 vé moi thir déu binh thuong”

“La Jess,” anh n6i voi ti. “Chi Ay da thir goi cho em nhung em tit may.”

“Jess!” t6i ndi, vui mimg, “Cho emn6i chuyén véi chi iy véil”

Jess I chi géi t0i. Chi gi cita t0i. Gidt6i van théy phén khich khi ndi thé. C doi t0i vin nghi minh 2 con mot - va i t6i phét hién ra minh ¢6 mot chi gi
cung cha khac me that lac! Liic dau ching t6i khong han 13 hop nhau, nhung tir khi bi ket gitta mdt con bao va néi chuyén tir t€ voi nhau thi ching t6i da
tr¢ thanh nhitng ngudi ban thuc sy.

Vai thang nay t0i khong gip chi vi chi ban dén tin Guatermala dé |am dyr 4n nghién ctru dia chét gi d6. Nhung bon t0i van goi dién va email cho nhau, chi
con gui qua tin nhan dién thoai cho t6i mdt tam anh chi dung trén vach da. (Mac mdt chi€c 4o khoac stim sup gdm gudc mau xanh da troi thay vi chiéc
jacket gid 16ng thi t6i mua cho chi. That tinh!)

“Em phai vé vin phong ddy,” Luke néi vao dién thoai. “Con Becky s& di mua sdm. Chi c6 mudn n6i chuyén chit khong?”

“Suyt!” t6i kinh hoang rit 1én. Anh biét I khong nén nhéc dén tir “nua sani” véi Jess ma.

Vira lam mét gian anh t6i vira camdién thoai ap En tai. “Chao

“Tuyét Eim!” Tiéng chi nghe hoan toan xa xam va ré ré. “Chi chi goi dién hoi xem siéu 4m thé nao thoi.”

T6i khong khoi cam thdy cam dong vi chi da nhé dén. C6 1& chi dang du minh trén mdt soi day thimg tan mdt khe nti dau do, tay duc duc vao mét da,
nhung chi van khong phién ma goi dién.

“Moi thir c6 vé 6n chia!”

“Vang,” Luke néi vong vio. “On troi.” Toi nghe thiy giong Jess nhe nhdm héin di. T6i biét chi van cam thy ¢6 16i vi viée t0i bi ngd xudng nui, vi toi tréo
1én d6 dé tim chi, boi vi...

Thoi, d6 | mdt cau chuyén dai. Van dé 1a dira tré khong sao.
“Luke n6i em dang dinh di mua sim a?”

“Chi vai thir can thiét cho dtra nho thoi,” t6i vui vé ndi. “Vai cai... tm.. ti gidy tai ché. O cira hang tiét kiém.” T6i c6 thé thdy Luke dang cudi minh, nén
voi vang quay di.

Vin d& véi chi Jess ctia t6i 1 chi khong thich mua sdmy, tiu tién, hogic hity hoai thé gidi nay bang chi nghiia tiéu thy xAu xa. Va chi nghi 14 t6i ciing thé. Chi
nghi t6i s€ lam theo chi va ha tién.

Thuc ra t61 da ha tién trong chirng mot tuln. Toi ddt mua mt bao yén mach to ding, mua vai bo quﬁn 40 hang thing & ctra hang Oxfam, lai con lam mon
x0p dau lang. Nhung réc roi vi viée song ha tién I nhur the chan chét di duoc. Ban s& phat 6m lén vi xtp, vi khong mua tap chi cho khoi phi tién, va vi
ctr phdi chap hai cuc xa phong sap hét vao nhau thanh mdt dong kinh tdm. Roi bao yén mach choan cho dé may cay gay choi gon ctia Luke, nén cudi



cting toi danh tic ludi tong ching di va mua ngii cbc Weetabix thay vao d6.
Chi 13 t6i khong thé néi véi Jess, vi chuyén d6 s& pha hiy mdi giin két cta tinh chi em d& thirong

“Em da xem bai béo vé céch tw lam khéin lau cho tré con chwra?” chj hao himg ndi. “Khd I dé. Chj da bét dAu tich trit vai vun cho em i ddy. Chi em
minh c6 thé 1am ctng nhau.”

“Oi. Um... vang!”

Jess lién tuc giri cho t6i nhitng s tap chi tén 1 Frugal Baby [Nudi con Tiét kigm]. Trén bia ching ¢6 in nhitng cau nhu “Trang Tri Phong Cho Con Ban
Vi £25!7 va anh cua nhing dira tré mac bao tai bot mi cti, va nhin ching khién 61 tuyét vong. Toi khong mudn cho con t6i ngi trén mdt cdi giwong lam
tir gié dung do giat bang nhya gid ba bang, Toi mudn mua mdt chiee giudng ciii xinh xan dé thuong cé diem dang ten trang,

Gio thi chi lai tiép tuc noi vé cai gi do goi 1 “bd 40 lién quan tré em kam tir soi ciy gai diu bén chéc”. Toi nghi minh két thic cude n6i chuyén & ddy duoc
101

“Em phai di day, chi Jess,” t6i cat ngang. “Chi co dén du tiéc cta me duoc khong?”

Tudn sau me 6i td chire tiée sinh nhat [An thir séu muroi. Mo rat nhidu ngudi, 6 ca mdt ban nhac, va chii Martin hang xdm con dinh biéu dién a0 thut
nita!

“Tét nhién rdi!” Jess n6i. “Ld sao duoc! Gap emsaunhé.”

“Bye!”

Toi tt dién thoai va quay sang thay Luke da vay dugc mdt chiée taxi. “Anh c6 nén thi em xudng chd cira hang tiét kiém khong?” anh hoi, mo cira xe.
Oi, ha ha.

“Xin dura t6i dén cira hing Bambino trén dudng King,” t6i ni v6i tai xé.

“Nay, anh c6 mudn di cing khong, Luke?”” t6i néi thém trong mdt con phén khich. “Minh c6 thé ciing xem nhiing chiéc xe ndi tuyét voi va moi thir rdi di
uong tra & dau do dep dep...”

Nhin nét nit Luke t0i d biét thira 1 anh s& n6i khong.
“Emyéu, anh can phai vé vian phong, Hop vdi Tain. Lan khéac anh s& di cing em, anh hira ddy.”

Ching viéc gi phai thit vong, Toi biét Luke dang lim viéc cét hre vi vu Arcodas. Nhung it ra anh ciing da danh thoi gian di siéu 4m véi ti. Taxi chuyén
banh va Luke choang tay qua toi.

“Trong em that ruc 13,” anh noi.

“That u?” Toi cuoi tuoi lai vi anh. Phai noi a hom nay t6i thuc sur thiy wui. T6i dang miic quéan jeans Earl danh cho ba bau, dixang dan cao got ho miii
dé c6i, va mot chiéc 4o yém sexy cia Isabella Oliver, t6i ¢ tinh nic cai nay dé khoe mdt chut chiit ddu hiéu ctia c4i bung bau ram néng,

Trude day t6i chura tirng nhén ra - nhung mang thai tht 1a tuyét! OK, bupg ban to ra - nhung n6 nén thé. Vi chan ban s& thon lai khi so vi bung. Va dot
nhién nguc ban s€ 16n Ién. (Cai nay, t6i phéi ndi I, Luke kha quan tim day.)

“Minh xem lai méy tam hinh chup két qué siéu 4m nay di,” anh noi.

Téi thoc tay vao tiii xach tim cudn anh in trén gidy bong, va trong mdt lic ching t6i chi cting nhau nhin ching ddm dam: nhin c4i dau tron tron; nhin khuén
it bé bong trong nghiéng,

“Ching ta sip cho ra doi mot con ngudi hoan toan moi,” t6i im nhim, mét dam dam. “Anh c6 tin dugc khong?”
“Anh biét.” Vong tay Luke siét cht quanh t6i. “Déy i cude phiéu lru 16n nhit ching ta timg tham gia.”

“Tao Hoa that 1 ky diéu.” Toi can mbi, cam thiy cam xiic lai trao dang. “Toan b ban ning im me dang tac dong dén em. Em cam thiy... em mudn cho
con minh moi thir!”

“Pén Bambino roi,” tai xé taxi noi, tap vao via hé. Toi ngang Ién khoi méy tAm hinh siéu 4m va trong thay mdt mt tién moi tinh, tuyét voi chua timg thiy.
Son mau kem, mai che soc d6, nguoi gac cira an miic nhuer mot chi linh chi con céc ctra s6 thi nhu mot kho bau vo chit danh cho tré em. O d6 ¢6 nhitng

bo quﬁn 40 nhé nhiin xinh xin mic trén ma no canh, Mot cai girong tré em cé hinh nhu mot chiéc Cadillac cta thap nién 1950, mot chiée vong du quay
tht cd nho xoay tron tit...

“Wow!” toi hit ha, v6i Ay tay nim ctra taxi. “Em ty hoi cai vong du quay dy c6 ban khong! Tam biét anh, Luke, hen gip anh sau...”
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Toi da di duoc nira dudng dén 16i vao thi nghe tiéng Luke goi vdi ra, “Khoan da!
Anh nhoai nguoi ra khoi taxi. “Con khong can phai c6 moi thir daw.”

Toi quay lai, trong thdy mot vé hoi hoang hét trén it anh. “Becky.”

Ban dang doc truyén 7in D6 Shopping C6 Baby dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon ¢ Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chwong 2
Thé quéi ndo ma minh lai tri hoin vu mua sam cho con lau dén thé nhi?

To1da vao tang mot cuia ctra hang ban d6 baby Bamrbino. N6 dugc trai tham ém, v6i nhitng bai hat thiéu nhi phat ra tir hé thong am thanh va nhitng con
thi khong 16 sang trong trang tri 161 vao. Mot nhén vién ban hang an mic nhur chit thd Peter dua cho t6i mdt cai gié may tréing, va khi ndm chit By nd,
nhin quanh, t6i c6 thé cam thiy cam dd dang Ién ngin ngut.

Ngudi ta bao dugc lamme s& thay d6i con ngudi ban - va ho ding, Lan duy nhat trong doi t6i khong nghi vé& minh. Toi dang hoan toan quén minh! Tat
céa 1a vi loi ich ctia dra con sap chao doi cua t6i.

O mdt hudng B hang day girdng clii duyén dang treo ¢ d6 choi xoay tron phat ra tiéng nhac leng keng, O huédng kia t6i co thé thoang thay rom day moi
goi ctia nhitng chiéc xe ndi. Phia trudc t6i | nhirng mAu trung bay quin 4o tré em ti xiu. Toi tién Ién mdt budc, vé phia nhimg bo do dy. Nhin nhing doi
dép di trong nha hinh tho dang yéu kia mi xem. Rdi nhimg chiée 40 khoac da bo nhdi bong... & d6 con cé mot khu vire toan dd Baby Dior... va, 6i troi
dat o1, ca Dolce cho tré emnira...

OK. Binh finh ndo. Phai c6 6 chirc. Cai minh can | mdt danh sach.

T6i 16i cudn Chin théng ctia doi ban ra khoi tii. Toi 1t dén churong tim, “Mua sim cho con ban”, va hio himg xem k§ trang 4y.

Quéin 4o

Ping bi cam dd ma mua qua nhiéu quén 40 so'sinh.

Nén mua mu tréing dé dé giit. Ba bd 4o lién quan va sau ci 4o dong xuan i di

Toi nhin nhirng tlr nity mot lic. Van dé 1, im méy moc theo 10i khuyén ctia mdt cubn séch khong bao g y hay ca. Thém chi ngay tir dau sach da ndi,
“Ban s& khong can ap dung moi 01 khuyén. Moi dira tré déu khac biét va ban nén dé cho ban ning dan duong.”

Ban ning dang bao t6i hily mua mot cai 4o khoac da bd nhdi bong

T6i rio bude dén chd bay miu xem nhan ¢d: “So sinh”, “Tré nh6”. Lam sao ma t6i biét con minh sinh ra ¢6 nhé hay khong? Toi ndn bung dé thir. Bén
€0 thi nd kha nhd, nhung ai ma biet duoc? C6 [ t6i nén mua hét, cho chic.

“P6 11 bo truot tuyét ciia Baby in Urbe!” Mot ban tay mong cit tia can than xuat hién trén cai gia trudc mit t6i véi By bd dd nhdi bong trén cai niic 40
den sanh di€u. “Toi tim mudn chét mdt bo the nay.”

“Toi ciing thé!” t6i n6i theo ban ning va v iy bd cubi cing con lai.

“Co blet & Harrods danh sach xép hang chd mua céi inay da Ién dén séu thang roi khong?”” Chu nhén cua ban tay la mot ¢ gii toc vang bung bau bu,
¢ quan Jeans va 4o quiy co dan mau ngoc lam “Oi troi oi, ho ¢6 du loai san plnm ctia Baby in Urbe.” C6 bt dau chét dong quan ao baby vao cai
gid miy mau tring, “Va nhin kia! Ho ¢ ca gidy Piglet. Toi phai mua vai doi cho miy ¢6 con gai ctia minh moi dugc.”

Toi chua ting nghe thiy hiéu Baby in Urbe. Hay giy Piglet.

Sao minh ¢ thé nha qué thé nhi? Sao ma minh lai chura timg nghe thiy nhéin hiéu nio trong s6 nay? Khi nghién ctru nhitng trang phuc ti hon trudc mit
minh, t6i cam thiy hoi hoang loan. Toi khong bict cai gl la hop mot cai gi da het thoi. Toi khong c6 khéi niém nao vé thoi trang baby. Va t6i chi con
khoéng bon thang d€ bat dau tang toc.

T6i luén c6 thé hoi Suze. Coa 4y Ia ban lau nhat t0t nhét ctia t6i va da ¢6 ba dira con, Ernest, Wilrid va Clemetine. Nhung chuyén nay voi co 4y hoi
khac mdt chit. Hau hét quin 4o baby ciia 6 dy B do théu tay k1eu smock dugc truyén qua cac thé hé va dugc ngudi quan gia ctia me ¢d Ay mang lai,
con bon tré thi ngh trong nhitng c4i girong da chién bang gb s6i ¢d duoc dua dén tir can nha hoanh trang ctia dong ho.

Toi vo Ay vai doi gidy Piglet, vai bd 4o lién quén Baby in Urbe va mdt doi tng Jellie Wellie, chi dé dé phong. Roi toi phat hién ra mt b véy baby méu
hong xinh xan nhat doi. N6 ¢d nhitng cai khuy bay sac, voi quan knicker hgp b va mdt doi tat ti xiu. Tuyét doi tuyét voi! Nhung 15 ching t6i c6 con trai
thi sao?
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Thé nay that khong thé duoc, khong biét gioi tinh dira tré Ay! Phai c6 cach ndo dé minh bi it timra chi.
“Chi c6 miy dira r6i?” c6 miic 40 quy mau ngoc lam budn chuyén khi nheo méit nhom vao trong doi giay xem s6 bao nhiéu.
“Day | dira dAu tién.” Toi chi vao bung minh.

“Tuyét qua! Y nhur ¢ ban Saskia ctia t6i vdy.” C6 chi vao co gi téc den dang dimg céch d6 vai budc chan. Co dy gy xo xic, chéng théy c6 dau higu
mang thai ndo cd, va dang cham chi n6i chuyén qua di dong. “C6 ay vira mdi biet. Phan khich qua!”

Diing liic d6, Saskia dong di dong va tién lai phia ching toi, mét rang rd.

“T& book duoe rdil” ¢6 nodi. “Té da cb bac si Venetia Carter!”

“Oi Saskia! Thét ky diéu!” C6 40 quiy xanh budng ludn gid dd xubng chan t6i dé choang tay 6m Saskia. “Xin 16i nhé!” 6 vui vé n6i thém véi toi khi toi
dua cai gio lai. “Nhung tin d6 khong tuyét sao? Venetia Carter!” “Chi cling dang di kham cho bac si Venetia Carter sao?”” Saskia hdi t6i, dot ngdt quan
tam

Toi diing I ké dimg ngoai vong nhitng thir lién quan dén baby, t6i ching biét Venetia Carter I ai c4.

“T6i chua timg nghe thiy tén co ta,” toi thira nhan.

“C6 phai biét chr?” C6 4o quay xanh trd nit. “Béc si san dy! Béc si san ndi tiéng can-phéi-c6!”

Béc si san ndi tiéng can-phéai-co?

Da t6i bt dAu thdy ram ran. C6 mdt bac si san ni tiéng phai-c6 ma 61 khong hé hay biét sao?

“Bac sidén tir Hollywood 4y!” ¢6 40 quiy gii thich. “C6 4y dd dé cho tit ca ngdi sao dién anh. Chi chiic chiin phéi nghe danh ¢6 Ay rdi. Gidr c6 4y da
chuyén dén London. Tat ca céc siéu mau dang dén cho co ay. Co ay to chirc tiéc tra cho cac san phy ctia minh, nhwr theé c6 tuyét khong chir? Tat ca bon

ho déu mang theo con dén va nhan dugc méy ci tii thin ky tuyét diéu do...”

Tim t6i thinh thich khi nghe nhitng diéu ndy. Nhitng chiéc ti tuyét diu? Tiéc tra véi cac siéu mau? Toi khong thé tin dugc. Toi da bo 16 tht ca nhitng didu
ndy. Sao t6i lai chura tirng nghe ndi téi Venetia Carter co chir?

Tét ca 14 16i ctia Luke. Anh da khién ching t6i di thing t&i chd 6ng gia ¢d 16 Braine. Tham chi ching t6i con chira xem xét ai khéc nita.
“Va ¢b Ay gioi, cac chi biét ddy, do dé chir?” t6i hoi, ¢b giir binh tinh.

“Oi, Venetia thi tuyét voi” Saskia 161, ¢6 nay c6 vé con hing hon hon ca ban minh. “C6 4y khong nhu nhiing bac sikiéu cii. C6 4y thuc su két nbi voi
cO. Sep t6i, Amanda, da c6 mdt 1an sinh con trong nude tuyét voi, duoc chiam soc toan dién véi hoa sen va mat xa theo kiéu Thai.”

Mat xa kiéu Thai? Bc si Braine thim chi con khong nhic dén mat xa kiéu Thai.
“Chdng t6 s& chang tra tién cho ¢6 dy d4u,” ¢d 4o quiy xanh tré mdi. “Anh ta keo kiét im. Saskia, ciu may min thit ddy.”

“Sao chi dat duoc lich hen & chd ¢6 Ay thé?”” Loi néi phun khoi miéng trude khi t6i kip ngin ching lai. “Chi ¢6 dia chi ctia ¢6 4y khong? Hay s6 dién
thoai ciing duoc?”

“Oii.” Ao quay xanh va Saskia nhin nhau nghi ngai. “C6 1& chi d4 qua mudn roi. C6 4y da kin lich.”

“T6i s& cho chi cai nay. Chi c6 thé thir goi xem sao.” Saskia tho tay vao cai tii higu Mulberry 16i ra mjt tap quang cdo ¢ chit “Venetia Carter” ndi bt
mau xanh linh thuy thanh lich kém birc tranh v& mot dira tré bang but chi. Téi md nd ra va dap ngay vao it t6i B mdt trang nhing 15 nhén xét hao
himg, & dudi co d& tén ngudi ni dang hoang, Tat ca déu 1 ngwoi ndi tiéng! Toi At ra sau va thdy mdt dia chi & Maida Vale.

Khong thé tin duoc. Maida Vale 1 noi ching t6i song. Oi, thé nay thi ding 1 sb phén rdi!

“Cam on,” t6i n6i khong kip thd. “Toi s& goi thir.”

Khi Saskia va ¢6 ban di khoi, ti rit xoet dién thoat ra va bam phim tt goi cho Luke.

“Luke!” t0i kéu Ién ngay khi anh nhic may. “On Chtia anh d3 tra Ioi! Anh doan xem c¢6 chuyén gi?””

“Becky, em co bi im sao khong thé?”” anh hoang hét hoi. “Cé chuyén gi thé?”

“Em on ma! Nhung nghe ndy, ching ta phai d6i béc sil Emvira timra mot bac sisan ndi tiéng xpét sic tén | Venetia Carter. Moi ngudi c:Iéu qua chd ¢o
ay va c0 ay 10 la that tuyét voi, da thé phong mach cuia c6 ay con ¢ gan nha chiing ta! Khong thé hoan hao hon! Em sép goi dién cho c6 ay day!”

“Becky, em dang ndi cai quai gl thé?”” Giong Luke ¢6 vé nghi ngai. “Ching ta s& khong ddi bac si gi hét! Ching ta di ¢6 bac sirdi, nhd khong? Mot bac



sirat tot.”

Anh khong nghe t6i ndi gi hay sao?

“Embiét thé,” ti n6i. “Nhung Venetia Carter da d& dé cho it ca cac ngdi sao dién anh! C6 dy toan dién!”

“Y emla sao, ‘toan dién’?”” Luke nghe chzing Irﬁy 4n tuong. Troi a, anh that t6i da.

“Y em I ai ciing c6 mot lan sinh con tuyét voi! C6 Ay con mat xa kiéu Thai nita! Em vira gip hai ¢b gai & Barbino, va ho noi...”

““Anh thyc sur khong théy ¢6 nay hon ong Braine ¢ diém nio.” Luke ngit 10 toi. “Chiing ta biét ong &y ¢6 kinh nghigm, ching ta biét ong Ay rat lanh nghé,
ong ay con 1a ban cua gia dinh anh...”

“Nhung... nhung...” T6i nhay én vi buc minh.

“Nhung cai gi?

T6i dam chan. Toi khong thé ndi “Nhung 6ng 4y khong ¢ cac budi tiée tra voi nhitng siéu mau.”

“C6 18 em mudn duoc mdt phy nit kham!” t6i thot 1én khi dot ngdt duoc goi camhimg, “Anh d nghii ¢én diéu d6 chwa?”

“Thé thi chiing ta s& d& nghi bac si Braine gii thiéu mot dong nghiép,” Luke dap chic nich. “Becky, ong Braine da lambac sisan cho gia dinh anh trong
nhiéu nam. Anh thye sy khong nghi ching ta nén bo ong 4y dé dén voi mot béac si sanh diéu vo danh chi vi nghe theo méy cau don dai ctia vai co gai”

“Nhung ¢ dy dau ¢ vo danh! D6 1 toan bd vén dé! C6 dy kham cho nhing ngudi ndi tiéng!”

“Becky, thoi ngay di.”” Giong Luke dot nhién trg nén danh thép. “P6 B mbt ¥ 10i. Em da mang thai duoc nira thoi gian roi. Em s& khong doi béc si, hét
chuyén, Tain ¢4 dén r6i. Anh phai di day. Anh s& gap emsau.”

Cai dién thoai cam tit va 61 nhin cham cham vao nd, gian soi gan.

Sao ma anh lai dén}bét t01 phai di bac sinao? Ma cai 6ng Braine quy hoa 4y ciia anh thi c6 g ma vi dai thé? Toi nhét di dong va tp quang co vao tii
101 bat dau dién cuong chat day gié ctia minh bang nhiing bd baby hi€u Petit Lapin.

Luke ching hiéu gi ca. Néu cac ngdi sao dién anh ma dén chd c6 ta thi tirc 1 ¢6 ta phai gioi

Va thé s& sanh diéu biét bao. Sanh diéu biét bao.

Toi chot hinh dung ra minh dang néim trong bénh vién, &m dira con mdi sinh, v6i Kate Winslet & giwong bén canh. K& dén a Heidi Klum Tét ca ching
01 trd thanh ban! Ching t6i s&€ mua cho nhau nhitng mon qua nho nho, nhitng dira con ctia ching t6i s& gan bo sudt doi, va ching t6i s€ cing nhau di
cong vién 161 tap chi Hello! chup anh bon t6i. “Kate Winslet dang day xe n6i, tan gau voi mdt ngudi ban.

C6 thé con 13 “voi ban than nhét, Becky”.

“Xin i, ¢b ¢6 can mdt céi gid nira khong?” Mot giong noi ce’i‘E ngang suy nghi ctia ti, t6i ngude n thdy mot anh ban hang dang chi vao céi gi6 tran quan
40 baby ctia t61. Nay gio ti cir chat thém vao ma thdm chi chang buon dé y.

“Oi, cam on,” toi mu mi ni. T6i Ay c4i gio may thir hai anh dua cho va lang thang qua chd trung bay nhitng chiée mi ti xiu ¢6 chit “Ngdi sao nho” va
“Kho bau nho”. Nhung t6i khong sao tap trung duge.

Minh muén dén chd Venetia Carter. Minh khong quan tim Luke nghi gi.
Trong con phan khang bét chot, t6i lai 16i di dong ra, lan tim tp quang c4o. Toi ra mdt chd tinh ling ctia cira hang va rén rén bim sd.
“Xin chao, ddy 1 van phong ctia Venetia Carter,” mot giong nit rat chudn tra 1o

i
A

“Oi, xin chao!” ti dap, cb sao cho giong minh quyén rii nhét c6 thé. “Toi sép sinh con vao thang Murdi hai ndy, t6i co nghe n6i bac si Venetia Carter rit
tuyét voi va t6i chi ban khoan khong bict liéu c6 co hdi kha dinao cho t6i sap xép mdt budi hen gip vdi co ay khong?”

“Toi rét tiéc,” ngudi phy nit n6i, giong diu dang nhung cuong quyét. “Hién co Carter da kin lich.”

“Nhung t6i thure sur tuyét vong roi! Va ti thure sur nghil minh can duoc sinh né trong nurde toan dién. Hon nita ti song & Maida Vale va t6i san long tra
thém phi dé duoc ngoai 6.”

“Co Carter da hoan toan...”

“Toi chi nyén ndi thém 1 t6i 3 mdt tur vAn vién mua sdm c4 nhin, va tQi r:?it sin long cung cép cho ¢d Carter dich vu tu vén danh cho khéch m‘)i"’ Tl‘l:
ngir ctr the tudn ra. “Chong tdi con cé mot cong ty PR va anh ay c6 the to chirc mdt ai hoat dong PR mién phi cho c6 ay. Khong phai vi co ay can, tat



nhién,” t6i voi n6i thém. “Nhung ligu ¢6 ¢6 thé hoi ¢o Ay duoc khong? Lam on?”

Im ling

“Tén ctia chi B?” cudi cting ngudi phu nit d6 ciing Ién tiéng,

“Rebecca Brandon,” t6i phén khoi néi. “Con chdng t6i 1 Luke Brandon & cong ty Brandon Communications, va. ..
“Xin chd' mot lat, chi Brandon. Venetia...” Cudc dién thoai bi ngit bang mot khiic trong ban Bn nia.

Xin troi im on dé ¢6 4y néi dong y. Lamon dé c6 dy ndi dong y..

Toi hau nhur khong thé khi cho. Toi dang dimg bén gid trumg bay nhing con tho dan mau tréing, don hét stie xoan céc ngon tay vao nhau, lai siét chét
may cai mit day deo c6 dé duge phtihd va g nhitng 101 nguyén cau dén nit than Vishnu, vi ndy ngay trude rat ¢é ich vai toi.

“Chi Brandon?”

“Xin chao!” T6i budng tat ca sé mit diy deo ¢b xubng, “Toi day!”

“C6 kha ning co Carter s& bat ngd trdng lich. Trong vai ngay t6i ching t6i s& bao tin cho chi.”
“OK,” t6i hon hén. “Cam on rat nhidu!”
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Nigoai ra, d6i bac si khong phai la chﬁ,dé phirc tap duy nhét t6i cin khui ra. Con c6 nhimg vét xude rét nho trén chiéc Mercedes (khong phai 18 cia t6i,
1a tai cai hang coc chan duong ngu ngdc d6) va hai do6i giay Miu Miu t6i muon anh mua hd khi dén Milan.

Hom d6 1a sang thir Bay va toi dang ngdi trong véin phong, kiém tra tinh trang tai khoén ngin hang béng laptop. Toi chi vira moi phét hién ra dich vu ngan
hang online vai thang trude - va n6 ¢ bao nhicu tién ich. Ban ¢6 thé giao dich Itic nao trong ngay cting duge! Cong thém ho s& khong giri thong bao tai
khoan cho ban qua dudng buu dién nita, nén s€ khong ai (vi du nhu chong ban) nhin thay né dau dé trong nha.

“Becky, anh vira nhan dugc thu ctia me anh.” Luke budc vao, cAm 4 thu va mt cde ca phé. “Me giri 11 tham héi.”

“Me anh 4?” t6i ¢6 gidu ndi kinh hoang. Y anh 1 Elinor 4? Ba mubn g a?”

Luke c6 hai ba me. Mot i Annabel, ba me ké déng yéu, nong nhiét hién dang song & Devon ciing b6 anh va théng trude vira dén thim anh. Va nix
hoang bang gia me d¢é, Elinor, hién dang song & M¥, da bo roi anh khi anh con nhé va theo quan diém ctia t6i thi anh nén cat dit lién lac han.

“Ba dang di tour chau Au cung bo suu tap hdi hoa ctia minh.”
“Tai sa0?” t6i than tho ndi. Téi hinh dung ra canh Elinor trong mdt chiéc xe 1on, mdt dong tranh cip nach. Khong c6 vé gi gibng ba kim, khong hiéu sao.

“Hién bo suru tap 4y dang cho bao tang Uffizi muon, 16i s& dura di trién lim ¢ Paris...” Luke dot ngdt ngung lai. “Becky, khong phéi em dang nghii y anh
1a ba dang vac theo bd suu tap tranh di nghi day chir?”

“Tét nhién i khong,” ti trang trong néi. “Em hiéu chinh xac anh néi gi.”

“Du sao thi cudi ném nay ba ciing s& dén London va muén gip ching ta.”

“Luke. .. Em twong anh ghét ba 4y? Em twong anh khong bao gioy mubn giip lai ba y nita, nhé khong?”

“Thoi ndo, Becky.” Luke hoi nhiu méy. “Ba sép trd thanh ba ctia con ching ta rdi. Ching ta khong thé hoan toan cim cira ba duogc.”

C6, ¢6 thé chir, t6i mubn phin phéo thé. Nhung thay vi thé, t0i chi khé nhin vai khong méy méin . Toi nghif & anh diing. Con chiing t0i s& k chau ba
ay. N6 mang dong méu ctia ba ay trong nguoi.

Oi trd, s& thé ndo néu no gidng Elinor? Toi thay kinh hai khi hinh dung ra hinh énh khing khiép cta mdt dira tré nm trong xe ndi, mac b vest miu kem
hiéu Chanel, nhin t6i chong choc va noi, “Bd do6 ctia me ré tién qua.”

“Thé em dinh thé nao?” Luke cit ngang dong suy nghil ctia t0i va, qua mudn, t6i nhdn ra anh da dang di qua can phong vé phia toi. Ngay dén chd cai
laptop.

“Khong c6 gi!” Toi nhanh miéng dap. “Em chi dang kiém tra tai khoan ngin hang thoi...” Téi click, ¢b dong cira sé dang mo - nhung né treo rdi. Khén
kiép.

“C6 gi khong 6n a?” Luke noi.

“Khong!” t6i n6i, hoi hoang loan. “Y em k... Em s& shut down ca cai may chét tiét nay!” Toi imra vé tur nhién rit day dién ra khoi méy - nhung nin
hinh van séng, Thong bao tai khoan ngAn hang ctia t6i & d6 - gidy trang muc d

Va Luke dang tién lai gan. Toi thrc sur khong chdc minh ¢ mudn anh trong thiy cai nay khong,
“Dé anh xem gitip cho.” Luke da tién dén ghé t6i. “Em dang trén website clia ngén hang 4?”

“A... tr... kidu thé! Ni thélt, em s& khong mit cong...” t0i ¢d dt cai bung bau chidn truée mén hinh, nhung Luke nhin vong qua toi. Anh khong roi mt
khoi cai thong bao trong vai khoanh khac kinh ngac.

“Becky,” cubi cing anh ciing thdt 1én, “c6 phai cai kia viét 3 ‘Ngan hang First Cooperative Namibia’ khong?”

“A...Wr... vang.” Toi ¢b cho giong nghe ¢ vé chuyén-durong-nhién. “Em cé mdt tai khoan vang lai online & do.”

“O Namibia?”

“Ho gtri email chao moi em voi 1ai suAt rat canh tranh,” t6i n6i, hoi budng binh. “D6 1a mdt co hdi tuyét voi.”

“Em tra 161 moi email em nhan dugc sao Becky?”” Luke quay sang, kinh ngac. “Thé em ciing c6 tuyén tip ra trd cac thude thay thé cho Viagra chir?”
Toi biét ngay I anh s& khong hiéu chién hroc ngan hang xuét sic cta t6i dau ma.

“Anh dimg Am ra vé nghiém trong thé!” t6i néi. “Chuyén em dung ngén hang nao thi c6 gi to tat chir? Thuong mai da phat trién trén toan cau, anh biét
ma, Luke. Nhitng bién gidi cii khong con nita. Néu anh c6 theé hudng 13i suat the nay & Bangladesh thi...”



“Bangladesh?”’

“Oi. A... &... emciing c6 mdt tai khoan ngén hang tai d6. Chi mdt cai nhd thoi,” t6i nhanh nhau n6i thém dé y thiy nét mt anh.

“Becky...” Luke c6 vé gip khé khin khi tiép nhan diéu ndy. “Em da md bao nhiéu tai khoan ngan hing online thé nay?”

“Ba,” t61 ndi sau khi ngirng mdt chit. “Khoang ba.”

Anh ném cho t6i mdt cai nhin nghiém khéc, vin dé voi cac ong chdng 1 ho dan hiéu ban qua 1.

“Thoi duge r6i, nmurdi Em,” t6i voi noi.

“Va méy cai chi troi?”

“Mudi im. Sao a?” t6i ndi thém dé chdng ché. “Néu khong duoc chi tri thi mo tai khoan ngan hang lam gi?”

“Murdi kim tai khoan théu chi?”” Luke bép dau khong tin ndi. “Becky... em B mdt con ng ciia Thé giéi Thir ba.”

“Em dang loi dung nén kinh té toan cAu vi loi ich ctia minh!” t6i ci. “Ngan hang Chad khuyén mai cho em mudi im d6 la chi can em gia nhép!”
Tam nhin ctia Luke that i han hep. T6i c6 murdi Bim tai khoan ngan hang thi d sao chir? Ai ciing biét 1 khong nén cho hét trimg vao mot gio ma.

“Hinh nhur anh d quén, Luke a,” t6i cao dao noi thém, “em tirng 14 cyru nha bao tai chinh. Em biét moi thir v& tién bac va dau tu. Rui ro cang lon loi
nhudn cang nhieu. Em nghi 161 anh s€ thay.”

Luke ching c6 vé 4n tuwong miy. “Anh biét cac nguyén tic dau tir, cam on em, Becky,” anh lich sy noi.

“Thé thi dwoc.” Téi chot ndy ra mt ¥ nghi. “Chiing ta nén dau twr khoan tin thac dudi tén con & Bangladesh. C6 khi ching ta s& c6 ca mot gia ta
“Em dién ha?”” Anh nhin ti chim chim

“Sao khong? Do 1 mot thi trrong dang nbil”

““Anh khong nghi thé dau.” Luke dao mit. “Thét ra, anh d n6i chuyén voi Kenneth v& khodn dau tur tin théic danh cho con, va bon anh da nhat trf dau tur
vao mit loat cac quy dau tu tin thac an toan...”

“Khoan da!” ti gio tay. “Y anh I sao, anh d4 n6i chuyén véi Kenneth? Thé con y kién ctia em thi sa0?”

Toi khong thé tin ring tham chi ho con khong thém hoi toi! Lam nhur t6i thi khong tinh vAy. Lam nhw khong phai t6i tirng la m0t chuyén gia tai chinh duwoc
1én truyén hinh va mdi tun nhin duoc hang trim birc thu xin 1oi khuyén.

“Nghe ndy, Becky.” Luke th' dai. “Kenneth rat vui mimg duroc gi6i thiéu cho chiing ta nhitng khoan dau tur hop Iy nay. Em khong can phai lo ing”
“Déy khong phai 1 vin d&!” t6i gian dir n6i. “Luke, anh khong hiéu. Ching ta sép trd thanh cha me. Ching ta phéi dua ra cac quyét dinh quan trong
cung nhau. Néu khong con ching ta s& chay hung tung ddm sam vao chiing ta va cuoi cling ching ta s& phai tron trong phong ngtt ma khong bao gio cd
sex voi nhau nita!”

3 ‘Hé?, b

“Déy I sur that! Chiéu trén chirong trinh Supernanny.”

Trong Luke hoan toan khong hiéu gi. Dung thit i anh nén xem i vi nhiéu hon.

“Thoi duge 161, OK,” cudi cling anh n61. “Chiing ta ¢4 thé quyét dinh moi thir cing nhau. Bat cr thir g. Nhung anh s& khong dinh dit khoan dau tur tin
thic ctia con vao mit thi trurong day rti ro na

“uoc thdi, con em s& khong giri khoan tién do vao tai khoan tai mdt ngin hang nhat nh&o ndo d6 noi nd chéing sinh ra déng nio!” toi dép lai.

“B6 tay.” Miéng Luke gidt giat. “Thé... c4i cd trong Supernanny dy c6 1i khuyén gi khi cac cap bd me co cach tiép can van dé dau tur tin thac khéc nhau
vé co ban?”

“Em khong chéic ¢6 Ay c6 ndm duroc vu nay khong,” t6i thira nhan. Rdi mdt ¥ tuong bat chot 1oe 1én trong dau t6i. “Em biét rdi. Ching ta s& cua doi
khoan tién ra. Anh dau tu mdt mira, em mdt nira. R6i xem xem ai hon.” Toi khong the cudng lai viée n6i thém, “Emca 1a em”

“A, t6i hiéu r6i.” Luke nhuréng may. “Cé nghiia ddy 1 mdt 10i thach thire, ding khong, thura ba Brandon?”

“K¢é ndo ¢6 gan thi s& thing,” t6i lanh king n6i, con Luke thi bat cuoi phé kén.



“OK. Cr thé di. M&i ngudi mbt nira, dé dau tur vao bét cir gl minh chon.”

“Anh cudi trén lung cop rdi nhé,” t6i ndi, chia tay ra. Ching t6i dang bt tay mdt cach nghiém tiic thi dién thoai reo.

“Anh nghe cho,” Luke ndi, tién dén ban ciia anh. “A 16? Oi chao. Anh thé nao?”

Minh s¢ théing cho ma xem! Minh s& du tur céc khodn tht xudt séc va bién con minh thinh mdt s dc tién chinh cong. C6 & minh s& dau tu vao céc
hop dong mua hang giao sau. Hay vang Hay... ngh¢ thuét! Minh chi can tim mot Damien Hirst [1] nira va mua mot con bo udp phoc mon hay cai gi day
roi demdi dau gia ¢ Sotheby va mang vé mdt khoan loi nhun kéch xu1 1a moi ngudi s€ thay ngay minh nhin xa trong rong va thién tai dén thé ndo. ..

[1] Damien Hirst, sinh ném 1965, la mt nghé si Anh dwong dai voi nhiéu tac phim duoc d4u gia 1én t6i hang chuyce triéu bang. Mot trong nhitng tac phim
ndi tiéng cua anh 12 Some Comfort Gained from the Acceptance of the Inherent Lies in Erything, gom nhiing con bo ngdm trong bé phéc mon.

“That khong?” Luke noi. “Khong, ching thiy 6 4y nhic gi ca. Pugc y‘éi, camon.” Anh dit miy xudng va quay sang nhin trye dién t6i v6i nét mit kho
hicu. “Becky, d¢ 1a Giles tir dai Iy moi gidi bat dong san. Cé vé nhu dau tuan nay em va ho da ndi chuyén kha 1au véi nhau. Chinh xac thi em da noi gi
voi anh ta?”

Chét tiét. Minh biét ngay 1 s& c6 thém mdt chit & phirc tap can tranh na. Ding 1 minh nén lap mdt danh sach roi

“O vang, ding thé.” Toi hdng giong. “Em chi bao Giles ching ta s&n long linh hoat hon véi cac yéu cau ciia minh.” Téi vubt thiing miy to gidy trén ban,
khong ngang Ién. “Nhu anh n6i day, mo rong khu vure yéu cau ctia chiing ta ra mot chit.”

“Mot chiit?”” Luke nhéc lai, khong thé tin duoc. “Dén tan ving Caribé sa0?” Anh ta dang giri cho chiing ta chi tiét v& tam toa biét thur bén bii bién khn
kiép d6 va hoi ching ta ¢ muon ho sap xEp chuyen bay khong kia kia!”

“Chinh anh 14 nguoi da bao ching ta phai nhin ra céc khu virc xa, Luke!” t6i chéng ché. “Pé I y tuéng ctia anh!”
“Y anh la Kensington! Chir khong phai Barbados!”

“Anh d timg nghil minh s& dugc gi & Barbados chua?” Toi hao himg phén cong. “Nhin nay!” t6i ddy céi ghé véin phong minh dang ngdi qua phong dén
ban anh, md web, va tim dén trang ctia mdt cong ty bat dong san ¢ Caribé.

Céc trang vé bat dong san 1 nhitng thir tot dep nhét timg c6 trén doi. Péc biét 1 nhitng trang cho phép di mot vong thim thii can nha nhur that.
“Théy cai nay khong?”” Toi chi vao man hinh. “Biét thy nim phong ngii v6i hd boi rong, virdn triing va nha nghi mét cho khach!”

“Becky...” Luke ngung lai, nhur thé dé nghi xem nén giai thich tinh hinh v6i t6i nhur thé ndo. “Né 4n Barbados.”

Anh ctr bam riét Jdy mbi céi chi tiét do.

“Thi sa0?” t61 n61. “'S& tuyét Jam chir! Con minh s& hoc boi, va anh c6 thé giri tit ca sb email tir can nha nghi danh cho khéch 4y... con emc6 thé chay
trén bai bien hang ngay...”

Toi hinh dung ra hinh anh hip dan ctia chinh minh trong b bikini ddy, ddy mot chiéc xe ndi doc theo béi bién Caribé cat tring Bp lnh. Va Luke s& rim
nang déu, mac 4o phong c6 co, uong cocktail rum punch. Anh c6 thé bat dau choi lwdt van, va lai xau hat Ién toc nhur hoi trang mit...

“Anh s& khong xau hat Ién toc nira.” Luke cit ngang suy nghi ctia toi.
So thé! Thé quai ndo ma anh lai...
OK, OK. C6 thé trudc ddy t6i da chia sé gidc mo Caribé ndy voi anh.

“Nghe nity, em yéu,” anh n6i, ngdi xudng “C6 & phai niim, murdi niim t6i ching ta mi 6 thé nghi dén mot diéu nhur thé. Néu moi vige ding nhur ké
hoach, dén lic d6 ching ta s& c6 rat nhiéu lya chon. Nhung gior thi phai ¢ trung tam London.”

“Roi, thé thi ching ta s& lam gl day?” Toi dong trang vé& Barbados cdi rup. “Thj trrong nha dét ¢ ddy ching c6 gl. Dén Gidng sinh I ching ta s& b tong
ra dudng, va ching ta s€ phai 6m con dén lan tri tam cho nhiing ngudi v gia cu ma an xip...”

“Becky.” Luke dua mot tay lén ngin t6i lai. “Ching ta s& khong phai an xip.” Anh click vao cac email ctia anh, mo' mot file dinh kemva bam nit in. Mot
lat sau may in bat dau chay.

“Céi gi thé?” t6i noi. “Anh dang lam gi thé?”

“Pay.” Anh Ay nhiing trang in ra dua cho ti. “Day [ Iy do Giles goi dién. Trong trudng hop ching ta “vin quan tim dén London’, nhur anh ta ndi. N6
vira dugc rao ba chi quanh day théi. Puong Delamain. Nhung chiing ta phai nhanh chan méi dugce.”

Téidoc trang du tién mot luot, cb géng nhép cac tir vao dAu nhanh bt c6 thé.



Ngdi nha trang nhil danh cho gia dinh... Iy trdng cho viée gidi tri... tién sanh 1on... bép hoanh trang va sang trong...

Wow. T6i phai thira nhin, trong n6 tuyét qua.

Vuron v6i khoang san choi duoc thiét ké kién tric... sau phong ngu. . . phong trang diém véi ta gidy dang phong 6 thé bude vao...

Toi lay lai hoi th. Mot cai til gidy dang phong! Nhung chéic chian do6 chi i cach noi khac di cia...

“Tham chi n6 con c6 mot Phong Gidy.” Luke nhin t6i, cudi toe. “Giles kha hai ong vé diém nay. Ta di xem chir?”

Toi phén khich trude ngdi nha ndy qua! Va khong chi vi Phong Gidy! Toi da doc di doc lai timg chi tiét, va toi hinh dung ra ngay canh minh va Luke song
¢ do. Tam trong mdt phong tam dirng khong khung bang da voi... pha ca phé trong bép Balthaup bang cac thiet bi siéu hién dai.. va roi lang thang ra
ngoai vao khu vuon quay mit vé hudng Tay tach biét boi nhitng bui cdy canh truong thanh. Cay gi cling dugc.

Cudi ngay hom d6 ching toi di b trén con duong Maida Vale rop bong cay dén ch hen xem nhé. Toi ndm chit to gidy ghi chi tiét ngdi nha trong
taynhung t6i hiu nhu khong can lam thé; thyc ra t6i da thude 1ong roi.

“Hai muroi tur... Hai muroi sau...” Luke nheo méit nhin nhimg s6 nha ching t6i di qua. “N6 ¢ bén kia duong”

“N6 kia rdil” Toi dimg khyng lai va chi qua duong, “Nhin kia, cd mdt 16i vao voi hai hing cot thit 4n trong, cira kép véi cira s con quyén rii! Trong
tuyét qua! Minh qua d6 di!”

Tay Luke giir t6i lai khi t6i dang dinh voi vang qua bén kia duong, “Becky, trude khi ching ta vao, anh ndi cai nay da.”
“Gi c0?” Toi giat manh tay Luke ra nhu mdt con ché ¢ thoét khéi xich. “Sao co?”

“C4 16 ra lanh Iing, OK? Ching ta khong muén trong c6 vé thich thi qué. Quy tic dau tién trong thoa thun Bim an: lubn t ra nhu thé minh c6 thé bo
di”

“0.” T6i ngimg giing tay anh ra. “Pugc rdi.”
Lanh ling, Minh ¢6 thé gia v lanh kg,

Nhung khi ching t0i bude qua dudng dén ctra trude, nguc t0i danh trong thinh thinh. Pay 1 céin nha ciia ching toi, don gian 1 01 biét thé. “Em yéu cdi
ctra trude!” t6i thot 1én, bam chuong, “Béng qua di mat!”

“Becky.... lanh ing, nh¢ ddy,” Luke ndi. “CH ging to ra khong 4n twong miy.”
“A phai, ving.” Toi deo 1én mdt bo mit they o khé di nhét ctia minh, vira kip ic cira bat mo.

Mot phu nix rét manh mai tam bon muroi tudi dimg trén san lat camthach den tring, Ba ta dang nc quan jeans D&G tring, mdt cai 4o binh thrdng ma
i biét 1 gid nam trdm bang, deo mdt chiéc nhan kim cuong by dén mirc t6i kinh ngac vi ba ta van nhic

“Xin chao.” Giong ba ta tram duc, hoi I nhé va phang phét 4m Mockney. “Anh chi &én xem nha a?”

“Véng!” Ngay lp ttrc t6i nhén ra minh qua nhiét tinh. “°Y t6i 1a... {r.” Toi gia vo khong quan tim. “Chung t6i nghi ¢6 18 s& xem qua mdt chit.”

“Fabia Paschali.” Cai bit tay ctia ba ta c6 cam gidc nhur mdt md len cotton uét.

“Becky Brandon. Va ddy 1a chdng toi, Luke.”

“Vang, moi vao xemnha.”

Chiing t6i theo ba vao nha, tiéng budc chén ching ti 4m vang trén nén dé lt, va khi nhin quanh ti phéi c6 nén khong hit vao mot hoi. Sanh nay thit
hoanh trang. Céu thang lron Ién gac thi nhu mt san pham cta Hollywood! Toi hinh dung ra ngay hinh dnh chinh minh w6t xuong céi cau thang ay trong
mot bd dam da tiéc dep nhu mo trong khi Luke dung dudi chan cau thang chd trong ngudng mo.

“Ching t6i tirng chup anh thoi trang & ddy,” Fabia noi, chi vao cau thang, “Da cm thach dugc nhap khéu tir Y con cai chic dai treo kia i d6 ¢ theo
phong cach Murano. Ban kém ngbi nha.”

Toi ¢6 thé thiy ba ta dang chd phan tmg
“Rt dep,” Luke n6i. “Becky?”
Lanh ling. Minh phai lanh king,

“Ciing duoc.” Toi v khé ngap. “Chiing t6i xem bép durge khong?”



Cain bép ciing tuyét voi nhur thé. N6 ¢6 mdt bé chudn bj d6 &n sang rong, ban bép thity tinh, va ddy di moi may mdc ma lodi ngwoi timg biét t6i. Toi ¢
hét stre dé trong khong ¢6 vé nhur qua ngudng phuc khi Fabia chay thir cac thiét bi. “Lo nuéng ba than... bep 4m nhu ctia bep trudng.. cho bam théi da
dién c6 thé quay duoc...”

“Khong t&.” Toi limra vé ué oai s thir mit d4 granite. “Chi c6 mdy lm sushi dién 4m trong khong?”

“C6,” ba ndi nhur thé t6i vira hoi mot diéu qua hién nhién vay.

Nha nay c6 may lam sushi loai am tuong!

Oi troi dét i, n6 tht ding A ngoan muc. San hién ciing thé, voi bép mia hé gin fién va vi nuéng barbecue. Phong khich duoc trang bj gid David Linkey.
Khi chiing t6i theo Fabia Ién tang dén phong ngii chinh, dting that Ia t6i dang dan kit strc, vi ¢t phai c6 khong thot Ién cau gi.

“Pay | phong thay d9...” Fabia chi cho ching t6i mdt phong nhd véi nhimg ti quan 4o bang gd éc ché vién quanh. “Déy ki ti gidy duoc thiét ké riéng
cho t61...” Ba md ctra va chiing t6i budc vao.

Toi thay mudn ngat. Hai bén ching t6i 1 hang dy hang ddy gidy, xép hang mdt cach tuyét héo trén cac ngin gia vién da 1on. Louboutin... Blahnik...

“Thét dang kinh ngac!” t6i budt ra. “Va nhin ndy, ching ta cing ¢& va moi thir voi nhau - thé nay that dung 14 s6 phén...” Luke hrdm t6i mdt cai canh
c40. “Y t6i la... tm.”” To61i nhin vai d€ ting pho. “Ciing duoc, t6i nghi the.”

“Anh chi c6 con chir?”” Fabia liéc nhin bung t6i khi ching t6i sang phong khéc.

“Thang Muoi hai nay t6i s€ sinh.”

“Ching t6i ¢6 hai dira dang hoc trudng ndi tri.” Ba g mot miéng Nicorette[2] ra khoi canh tay, nhiu my nhin nd 1di virt vao thing rac. Roi ba thoc tay
vao i quan jeans 10i ra mot bao Marlboro loai nhe. “Tui né dang 6 tAng trén cling, nhung mAy phong tré ctia tui nd da duoc don dep gon ging rdi, néu
anh chi quan tim.”” Ba bét ltra va rit mot hoi.

[2] Miéng dén Nicorette duoc ding pho bién nhur mot céch cai nghi¢n thube 1. N6 cung cAp mdt lrong nicotin 6 kiém soét dé gitp cor thé tranh khoi
nhiing rac roi khi ngung hiit thuoc.

“May phong tré?” Luke nhic lai, liéc t6i. “Nhiéu hon mot sa0?”

“Phong cho con trai va con gai. Chiing t6i cho mdi dira mdt phong. Chura trang tri lai. Dy 1 phong con trai ti...”” Ba ddy mdt canh cira tring,

Toi dimg d6, miéng ha hoc. Ci nhur trong mdt min dét than tién vay. Tuong son cac bire bich hoa hinh nhitng ngon doi xanh lyc, bau trdi mau thién
thanh, canh rimg va canh nhirg chi gau Teddy dang di pic- nic. Mot goc ké chice girong lam theo hinh lu dai, cting son tranh; goc kia la mbt doan tau
nho bang g6 mau do dang trén duong ray, du lon dé ngoi Ién, moi toa dat mot mon do choi.

T61 dot ngdt cam théy mot ndi khao khat choan ngop. Toi muén ¢6 con trai. Toi mubn c6 mdt ciu nhdc qua di mat.

“Con phong con gai t6i thi & dang ny,” Fabia tiép tuc.

Toi hau nhu khong thé dit minh ra khoi phong danh cho con trai d6, nhung vn theo ba qua chiéu nghi khi ba mo cira - va ti khong thé khong hé hoc
mom

T6i chura timg thy cai gi dep dén thé. Pay chinh 14 gidc mo clia céc bé gii. Tuong dugc trang tri bang hinh cc cd tién v& bang tay, rém cira tréng duoc
bd gon lai bang no lya taffera mau hoa tir dinh hwong con céi giwong ciii nho thi c6 diém trang tri bang ren théu dang ten nhu giuong mot cong chua.

Oi 6i. Gidr thi t6i lai mudn c6 con gai.

T6i mudn c6 ca con trai in con gai. Ching 18 t6i khong thé ¢6 hai dira sao?

“Vay, anh chi thy thé nao?” Fabia quay sang toi.

Im king xuét hién trén chiéu khong thdt nén 161 vikhao khat dén do nguroi. Toi mudn c6 nhitng phong tré ndy hon bét cir g, tir trede dén nay. Toi mubn
¢6 toan bo ngdi nha nay. Toi mudn duge song & day, huong ky Giang sinh dau tién cta ching t6i v6i tur cach modt gia dinh & day, trang tri mdt ciy thong
khong 1 trong cai sanh lat d4 den tring nay, treo mot chiéc tat ti xiu én 1o sudi..

“Kha I dep,” cudi ctng t6i ciing ¢b thdt ra duoc, voi mdt cai nhiin vai khe khé. “Toi nghi thé.”

“Vay,” Fabia rit thudc, “ta di xem phan con lai nhé.”

T6i cam thiy minh dang bong bénh tréi khi ching t6i qua hét cac phong khac. Ching t6i da tim dwroc ngdi nha cho minh. Chiing t6i d4 tim thiy no.

“Anh hoi mua dil” t6i thi thim v6i Luke khi chiing t6i nhin ti d& méy nurdc nong, “N6i voi ba dy 1 minh nudn mua!”



“Becky, tir tir da ndo.” Anh kh& bat cudi. “D6 khong phai 1 cach dé thwong hrong. Chiing ta con chura di xem hét.”

Nhung t6i ¢6 thé thiy ngay I anh ciing thich nd. Mt anh ruc séang va khi chiing t6i xudng tr6 lai sanh, anh héi han vé& hang x6m
“Vang... camon chi,” cudi cling anh ndi, bét tay Fabia. “Ching ta s& lién hé qua dai Iy mdi giéi.”
Sao ma anh c6 thé kiém ché nhur thé? Sao anh khong 16i luon tap séc ra?

“Camon rat nhiéy,” t6i 1 n6i, va dang dinh bit tay Fabia thi nghe tleng chia khoa lach cach & cira trude. Mot ngudi dan 6ng ram ning chimg nim muroi
tudi budc vao, mic quan jeans va 4o jacket da, mang theo thir gi kiéu nhu mdt tap portfolio tranh siéu dep.

“Xin chio.” Ong nhin it timg ngwoi, 1 rang B dang tu hoi co quen ching t6i khong, “Anh chi khoe khong?”
“Anh yéu, ddy 1 anh” Fabia n6i. “Anh chj 4y vira xem mot vong quanh nha.”

“A. Qua Hamptons ha?"” Ong nhiu may. “Néu biét trudc thi anh dd goi dién rdi. Anh vira nhén 101 ban cho ngudi khac mudi phit trude. Qua mot dai ly
khac.”

T6i cam thiy mdt phét sing ctia ndi kinh hoang, Ong ta vira am gi?

“Chiing t6i s& hoi mua ngay bay gios day!” toi thdt én. “Chiing toi s& dura ra gia chio mua!”

“Rét tiéc. Moi chuyén da xong xudi ri.” Ong vira nhin vai vira cdi 4o jacket. “Méy ngudi My dén xem nha sang nay dy.” Ong noi thém v6i Fabia.
Khong Khong Ching t6i khong thé danh mit ngdi nha mo udc ciia minh!

“Luke, lam gi di anh!” Toi ¢b n6i that binh tinh. “Hoi mua di! Nhanh én!”

“Chi khong dé tam, dung khong?” Trong Fabia c6 vé ngac nhién. “Hinh nhur chi ddu ¢6 thich chd nay dén thé?”

“Ching t6i gia vo lanh king!” t61 ren 11, moi vé tho o bién sach. “Luke, em biét & ra ching ta nén n6i gi d6 sém hon! Chiing ta yéu can nha nay! Emmé
méAn hai phong tré! Ching ta mubn 6 n6!”

“Ching t6i rat mu6n dé nghi gia cao hon gia 6ng ba yéu cau,” Luke ndi, bude Ién. “Chiing t6i ¢6 thé mua nhanh va yéu cau ¢ van phap ludt ctia ching
t6i lién h¢ voi ong ba sdng mai...”

“Nghe ndy, theo toi duoc biét thi can nha ny da ban roi,” chong Fabia ndi, dao mt. “Toi phai udng chit gi da. Chiic anh chi may méin khi tim chd
khac.” Ong sai budc trén nén lat vé phia bép va t6i nghe thay tiéng ti lanh mo.

“Toi rét tiéc,” Fabia nhin vai n6i va dan chiing ti vé phia cira
“Nhung...” Giong t6i yéu 6t tuyét vong,

“Thoi khong sao. Néu thoa thudn kia thét bai, xin hity cho ching toi biét.” Luke mim cudi fich sw v6i ba rdi ching t6i cham chap budc ra ngoi vao bubi
chicu cudi he. L4 da bat dau chuyén mau, va nhitng tia mit troi yéu 6t dang lap lanh trén nhitng khung cira so doi dién.

To6i don gian 14 c6 thé nhin thiy minh song trén phd ndy. Pat con trong xe ndi ddy di doc phd, vAy chao hang x6m...
“Em khong thé tin dwoc.” Giong t6i hoi tirc thi.
“Chi la mbt ciin nha thoi ma.” Luke choang tay qua doi vai dang rii xudng cia t6i. “Ching ta s& tim dwoc mot cin khéc.”

“S& khong duogc dau. Ching ta s& khong bao gid tim duoc noi ndo nhu thé nira. DS | ngdi nha hoan héo!” Toi dimg lai, tay déit trén canh cong sét ubn.
Minh khong thé cir theé ma bo cudc duge. Minh khong phai ké thay kho khan mot chit 1 chin,

“Cho o déy nhé,” t61 ndi voi Luke, quay got. Toi vdi chay nguoc lai doc theo con dudng, 1én béac thang va dat mot chan vao cura trude khi Fabia c6 co
hdi dong n6 lai.

“Nghe ny,” toi noi giong khan cap. “Lam on. Fabia, ching ti thrc su, thure sy yéu ngdi nha ctia chi. Chiing t6i s& tra bat cir gid ndo chi mudn.”
“Chdng t6i da thoa thuéin xong roi.”” Ba rut ngudi lai vao trong. “T6i ching am duoc gi nira.”

“Chi c6 thé thuyét phuc 6ng 4y! Toi phai lim gi moi thuyét phuc duoc chi day?”

“Nghe nay.” Ba thd dai. “Chuyén ndy khong phy thude vao toi. Chi c6 thé bo chén ra khong

“T6i c6 thé am bt cir diéu gil” ti gao 1én tuyét vong, “Toi c6 thé mua cho chi vai thir! Toi im viéc & mdt cira hang thoi trang, t6i ¢6 thé mua dugce



nhiéu thir that su tuyét...”

T6i ngung lai. Fabia van dang nhom chan t6i, chen giita cira. ROi ba nhin chén kia.

Khong phéi ba 4y quan tim dén chan toi, ma 1 doi bbt kiéu cao bdi Archie Swann bang da dé lam son voi day rat bang da tht. Archie Swann a mdt
nhan hiéu moi trong lang giay va doi toi dang di chinh xac 1 d6i da xuat hién trén tap chi Vogue tudn trude, trong muc “Duoc khat khao nhat”. Toi da
thiy Fabia soi n6 tir ic ching t6i moi dén.

Fabia ngudc 1én nhin it t6i. “Toi thich doi bt ctia chi,” ba néi. Toi nhat thoi khong biét néi gi.

Gia vo lanh ing, Becky, gia vo lanh Ring,

“T6i da cho ca nam moi mua dwoc doi ndy,” cubi cling t6i ndi, cam thiy nhur thé minh dang di trén day. “Khong phai mua & chd ndo ciing duoc dau.”
“T6i dang trong danh sach chd ctia cira hang Harvey Nichols rdi,” ba dép.

“C6 the.” Toi ¢ ndi giong binh thurdng, “Nhung chi s& khong bao gity mua duge dau. Ho chi im c6 niam muoi doi va da hét sach roi. Toi k nhan vién tur
van nmua sam, nén t6i biet nhitng dicu nay.”

Toi dang bdc phét mdt triim phan tram. Nhung t6i nghii n6 ¢6 tac dung. Ba dy dung 1 dang thém 1o dai.
“Becky?” Luke dang di vé phia toi. “C6 chuyén gi thé?”

“Luke!” t6i gio mdt tay Ién. “Diimg d6!” t6i cam thiy minh nhrr Obiwan Kenobi dang bao Luke — Skywalker [3] khong dugc can dy vi khong hiéu strc
manh ctia the Force.

[3] Céc nhan vat trong Star War.

Toi rit chén khoi chiée bt bén trai, dé nd dimg trén tham trude cira nhur mdt totem

“N6 1 ctia chi,” t6i néi, “néu chi dong y 11 d& nghi cia to1. Va ndt chiée kia khi ching ta trao déi hop dong”
“Mai chi goi dai ly di,”” Fabia n6i, nghe nhur kiéu hét hoi. “Téi s& thuyét phuc chdng t6i. Cin nha 1 ctia anh chi.”
Minh am dugc rdi! Minh khong thé tin duoc!

Nhanh hét sirc c6 thé trong khi chan bt chan tt, t61 voi va xubng bac thém vé phia Luke.

“Ching ta mua dugc nha roil” t6i choang tay qua c6 anh. “Emda gianh duoc ngdi nha cho ching ta roil”
“Bmndi cai chét tiét...” anh nhin t6i chdm chap. “Emndi cai gi? Sao em lai di co mit chiée b6t?”

“A... chi thuong thuyét mot chit & Ay mm,” t6i ho hoi ndi, va quay lai lic canh cira trude. Fabia da d4 bay mot chiée giay bip bé mau vang ong cua ba ra
va xoc cang chan boc quan jeans vao chiéc bt. Gid thi ba dy dang xoay qua xoay lai n6, ngim nghia nhur bi thoi mién. “Néu sang mai anh goi dién cho

dai Iy moi gi6i thi em nghif minh s& ky dwoc hop dong”

Tham chi ching t6i con khong can phai doi dén sang hom sau. Chura day hai gios sau, dién thoai ctia Luke da reo khi ching t6i dang ngdi trong xe trén
duong dén nha me toi.

“Vang?” anh ndi vao mic ding khi 41 6 t6 ctia dién thoai. “Vang,

T6i nhéin mit v6i anh, ¢b giing ra hiéu dé anh néi cho i biét c6 chuyén gi - nhung mét anh van cir diém tinh dén vao dudng, that buc minh. Cudi cing
anh tit may va quay sang toi voi mit ny curdi rat kin ddo. “N¢ 1a cua ching ta.”

“Hoan ho!” 161 gao 1én vi sung sudng, “Emda bao ma!”

“Ho chuyén dén séng & New York va mubn di cang nhanh cang t6t. Anh n6i ching ta 6 thé hoan tit moi thir vao thang Murdi hai.”
“Ching ta s& sinh dira con du long trong ciin nha m6i ong By d6 kip 18 Giang sinh.” Toi 6m Iy nguoi minh. “S& hoan hao cho mi xem!”
“Tin ndy kha [ t6t inh.” Mt anh rang & Ién. “Va tat ca i nho em.”

“Khong ¢6 gi dau ma,” t6i khiém t6n noi. “Chi i gioi thuong hrong thoi.” Toi 16i di dong ra va dang dinh nhéin tin cho Suze khoe chuyén t6t lanh nay thi
né thinh linh @6 chudng,

“A 167 t01 vui vé noi.

“Chi Brandon phai khong a? T6i la Margaret tir van phong bac si Venetia Carter day.”



“Oil” Toi nghiém mit lai va liéc Luke. “A vang.. chao ¢d.”

“Ching t6i chi mubn bao cho chi i vira mdi ¢ chd trong trong lich ciia bac si Carter. C6 Ay s& rit vui long dwoc gip chi - va chdng chi nita, néu chi
muon - vao thtr Nam Iic ba gio chiéu.”

“uroc,” 61 ndi, suyt ngat thd. “Um.. ving, duoc a. Toi s& ¢ mit & d6! Cam on rt nhidu!”
“Khong c6 gi. Tambi¢t

Dién thoai im bt va t6i ngit may bang doi tay run réy. Toi da dit duoc hen & chd Venetia Carter! Toi sip duoc gip nhitng ngudi ndi tiéng va sip duoc
mat xa toan dién!

Gior t6i chi con moi viée bao tin ndy cho Luke.
“Ai d4y?” Luke n6i, bat radio én. Anh cau may nhin nhitng con s6 trén mén hinh hién thi v bim vai niit.
“Chang ... irm...” T6i m nhur v6 tinh danh roi di dong xudng san xe va cti xuéng nhit Ién.

S& 6n thoi ma. Anh dang trong tim trang t6t vi vu ngdi nha va moi thir. Minh chi can néi mot tiéng va moi chuyén s& xong. Va néu anh bt diu phan dbi,
minh s& chi ra ring minh B mdt phy nit truéng thanh, mdt ngwdi c6 quyén lua chon dich vu chim séc y t cho ban than. Chinh xéc thé.

“Um... anh Luke.” T6i ngdi thang lai, hoi do niit mdt chit. “Vé chuyén ng Braine dy ma.”

“U, sa0?” Luke bé tay l4i chuyén sang kin duong khéc. “Nhén tién, anh d3 ni véi me minh s& t6 chirc mdt bita tiéc i mdi ong dy va David.”
Mot bita tiéc t6i? Oi troi, cang lic cang tdi t8. Minh phai ni ngay v6i anh, that nhanh.

“Luke, nghe ndy.” Toi chdy cho Luke di cham lai vi mt céi xe tai phia trude. “Emda suy nghi rit k va da lam vai nghién ctru.”

Tir “nghién ctru” nghe ¢6 vé hay. Ngay ca khi t6i chi doc mdt miu “Xu hudng thdi trang tré em ctia Hollywood” trén trang fashionmommies.com.
“Va vén dé Ia...” 61 nu6t khan. “Em mudn dén kham chd bac si Venetia Carter.”

Luke kéu Ién mot tiéng st rudt. “Becky, dimg n6i chuyén nay nita. Anh nghi ching ta da nhét tri...”

“Emda ding ky duoc mot chd véi ¢o dy,” t6i voi noi. “Emda hen gip duogc rdi. Tat ca di xong xubi.”

“Emda lam gi?” Anh phanh & chd dén giao thong va quay sang ddi mit toi.

“Pay | co thé em!” T6i chdng ché. “Em co thé kham & chd bét cir bac sindo em thich!”

“Becky, ching ta phai may mén im m6i c6 durge mdt trong nhimg bac s danh tiéng, dang kinh nhit nurée cham soc cho em, con em thi cir lim loan kén
vi mit ¢ vO danh tiéu tot nao do...”

“Nhéc lai an thir mot triéu 1 c6 éy khong v6 danh!” t61 byc tirc thdt Ién. “O Hollywood co 'Qiy rat vi dai! Co 'Qiy hién dai va kién thirc cta co éy cap nhit,
va c0 ay con thue hién cach do dé tuyét voi la sinh con trong mrée voi hoa sen...”

“Hoa sen? Nghe nhur ¢6 ta hoan toan i mot con my lang bam.” Luke gian dit nhan phanh. “Anh s& khong dé emmao hiém sirc khoe ctia chinh minh va

con...
“Cb 4y im sao I lang bam dugc!”

L& ra t6i khong bao gi nén nhic dén hoa sen. L& ra toi phai biét i Luke s& khong hiéu.

“Nghe ndy, anh yéu...” t6i thir chién thudt khac. “Anh lun ndi, ‘Hay cho nguoi khac mot co hoi.”
“Khong, anh khong ndi.”” Luke noi ngay, khong 15 mdt nhip.

“Thé thi anh nén thé!” t6i tirc gidn noi.

Chiing t6i dirng lai & chd vach cho nguoi di bd va mdt phuy nix bude ngang qua cung chiéc xe n6i sanh diéu miu xanh 14 c6 banh cao tréng rat ¢6 vé ky-
nguyén-vi-try. Wow. C6 I§ chiing t6i cling nén mdt céi nhu the. To6i nheo mit, o nhin xem logo hing nao.

Thét ky diéu, t6i tham chi con chira timg dé ¥ t6i xe ndi. Nhung gid thi t6i khong thé ngimg xem xét ching, ngay ca khi dang cai nhau vi chong

Théo luéin. Khong phai cai nhau.



“Luke, nghe ndy,” t6i ndi khi ching i lai di Eiép. “Trong cu6n sach em doc ¢ viét phu nit mang thai luon nén lam theo ban néng cua minh. Ma, ban ning
cta em dang lén tiéng rat manh mg, “Dén chd Venetia di’. Chinh Ty nhién da mach bao em the!”

Luke im Iing, T6i khong xac dinh duoc 14 anh dang cau may vi tap trung nhin duong hay vi nhitng gi toi ndi.

“Minh chi cAn di mot Jin xem c6 Ay thé ndo thdi ciing dugc,” t6i ndi, diu giong. “Chi mot cude gip nho nhd. Néu khong wra co Ay thi minh khong can phéi
quay lai nita.”

Ching t0i da dén 16i xe vao nha bd me ti. Trén cira ra vao c6 mdt tim banner to bang bac, va mot qué bong bay bomkhi hé li di lac trén ¢6 viét Chic
mirng sinh nhat Jane! khe ha canh xuong mui xe khi ching t61 do lai.

“Va emda gianh duoc ngdinha cho ching ta,” t6i khong thé khong thém vao. Di t6i ciing thdy ching lién quan Em.

Luke dd xe déng sau mdt chiéc xe téi cd chir “Su kién diic biét ctia Oxshott” son trén mot bén thanh xe rdi cudi cling cling quay sang nhin mét toi.
“Thoi duge 16i, Becky.” Anh thé' dai. “Em thing rdi ddy. Minh s& di gip o ta.”

Ban dang doc truyén Tin D6 Shopping C6 Baby dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 4

N6i rang ne i phén khoi trrde tin toi ¢6 em bé 1a hoi nhe. Khi ching t6i ra khoi xe me phi thing ra 16i xe, mi toc siy chuén bi cho budi tiéc, mét hong
lung vi phan khich.

“Becky! Btra chau bé bong ctia me sao r6i?”

Ba con chéing budn nhin it t0i nira. Sur chil ¥ ctia ba huéng thing dén c4i bung bau. “N6 dang I6n lén ddy! Chau c6 nghe thiy tiéng ba khong?”” Ba ctii
xuong gan hon. “Chau nghe thay tiéng ba khong?”

“Chao me,” Luke lich su n6i. “Bon con c6 thé vao duoc khong?”

“Tt nhién rdi!” B nhanh chéng thing ngudi lai va dan ching t6i vao nha. “Vao di! Thu gian di nio Becky! Udng tra nay. Graham!”

“Anh t6i ddy!” B dang xudng cau thang, “Becky!” Ong 6m t6i that chit. “Vao ngdi di con. Suze v6i miy dira nhoc da dén day roi..”

“Rdi co déy!” Toi kéu Ién vui sudng. Toi da khong gip Suze hang thap ky 101 Toi theo bd me vao phong khéch va thiy Suze dang ngdi trén sofa canh
¢ Janice, hang x6m ctia b me. Mai toc vang clia c¢6 vin cao thanh biii va c6 dang cho mdt trong hai dira con sinh di ti. Trong ic d6 Janice ngo nguy
khé s6, 16 rang I dang ¢ cét hyc dé khong nhin.

“Bex!”” Mit Suze rang Ién. “Oi trdi oi! Trong ciu tuyét qua!”

“Suze!” t0i rong vong tay om cd, cb ging khong siét chit dira nho. “Céu thé nio? Ca nhoc Clemmie yéu quy nita?”” Toi hon cai ddu bé bong toc vang.
“Pay la Wilftid,” Suze noi, hoi do mit.

Khi thit. Lic nao t6i cling nham Va lam moi chuyén t0i t¢ hon, Suze hoan toan hoang tuéng rang Wilfiid trong gidng con gai. (Ma ciing ding thé. Pac
biét 1a trong cai bd 4o lién quan day day ro day.)

“Nhitng dtra khac dau r6i?” t6i nhanh chong chuyén dé tai.

“A, Tarkie dang lo chiing rdi,”” Suze n6i, lo dang nhin ra ngoai cira s6. Toi nhin theo 4nh niit c6 va thdy chong ¢6, Tarquin, dang ddy chiu d dau cia
t6i, Ernie, bang xe cut kit quanh chd céi rap, diu Clementine trudc ngure.

“Nita!” Giong Ermie ré én xuyén qua ctra so. “Nita di bd!”
“Vai thang nira 14 anh s& thé ddy, Luke,” toi curdi troi néi voi Luke.
“Umirm.”” Anh nhuréng may va Iy chiéc BlackBerry ra. “Anh can phai giri vai cai email. Néu duoc thi anh lén gac imnhé?”

Anh budc voi ra khoi phong va toi ngé)i xuéng mdt chiée ghé mémbén Suze. “Me biét sao khong? Bon con vira hoi mua duge mot ngdi nha hoan hao
chura tirng thay! Xem nay!” Toi 161 t& ghi thong tin quang cao vé cén nha ra khoi thi xach dua cho me chd dugc ngurdng md.
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“DE thurong qua, con yéu!” me thdt lén. “Né c6 riéng biét hin khong?”

“A... khong. Nhung n6 thye su...”

“C6 bai dd xe dé khong phai db trén duong khong?” BS nheo mit nhin qua vai me.

“Khong, khong c6, nhung,..”

“Ching n6 khong can db xe, Graham,” me ¢t ngang. “Ching né i ngudi London ma! Bi dau ching nd ciing bit taxi.”

“Em dang n6i vi anh k& khong nguroi London ndo i xe ddy ha?” b ndi, giong mia mai. “C6 phai em dang n6i véi anh I trong ca céi thanh phd thi 4o
nay, khong mot cong dan nao tirng ngdi vao mot chiéc 6 t6?

“Toi s& khong bao gior l4i xe & London.” Janice hoi ring minh. “Anh chi biét ddy, ho s& chd cho dén khi minh dirng dén do... rdi dam cho mot phat.”
““Ho’?” bd gian dit thét lén. « ‘Ho’ 1 ai?”

“San d4 cam thach. Oi con 0i.” Me nging 1én khoi t& quang cao va nhén mat. “Thé khi dira nho tap di thi sao? C6 1§ con nén trai tham hét. Mot cai tham
Berber diém cac dom t6i mau dé khong 16 ban.”
B¢ tay.

“Va tin thir hai ctia con la...” t6i ndi to, co gang kéo cude ndi chuyén vé diing chi dé, “con sap doi bac si” Toi nglg lai d€ moi nguoi nggm tin. “Con

sép ¢6 Venetia Carter.”

“Venetia Carter?” Suze kinh ngac nging 1én khoi Wilfiid. “Cau n6i that chir?”

Ha. Minh biét Suze chic phai nghe ni t6i c6 4y rdi ma.

“Chinh xac.” Toi rang & vi tyr hao. “Bon minh vira biét tin minh déing ky duoc chd. Khong ky diéu sao?”
“Thé c6 Ay gioi khong, cai cd bac si Carter ny dy?” Me hét nhin t6i lai nhin Suze.

“Nguoi ta goi co éy,lé bac si phu san dau bang.” Suze xoay Wilfiid mdt cach chuyén nghiép. “Chéu da doc mot bai vé co dy trén td Harpers. Co dy
chic phai tuyét voi lam!”

M6t bac si san dau bang! Piéu d6 khién t6i thanh dau bang!

“C6 4y do cho tt ca céc siéu mhu va ngdi sao dign anh,” t6i khong thé ngzin minh khoe khoang, “Ho t0 chitc cac budi tiéc tra, ting nhimg chiéc i hang
hiéu tuyét hao va da thir. C6 Ié con s€ duoc ggp tat ca bon ho

“Nhung Becky nay, b tuéng con dd ¢ mdt bac si gioi dang kinh rdi.” Trong bd ¢ vé lo ing, “Liéu dbi bac si lic ndy ¢6 phai 1 y hay khong?”

“BJ, Venetia & mot déng cap khac!” Giong ti khong thé khong 16 chit khé chiu. “C6 4y I nhat tuyét ddi. Con phai van xin moi ¢6 duge mdt chd véi co
ay day.”

“Thoi duge, con yéu, dimg quén bd me khi con ndi tiéng nhé!” me néi.

“Con s& khong quén dau! Ma moi nguoi co mubn xem anh siéu am khong?”” T6i thoc tay vao tui, 161 ra mdt cudn anh dua cho me.

“Nhin nay!”” me hon hén, chiim chiim nhin hinh anh md mit y. “Nhin di Graham! Prra chau bé bong dau tién ctia ching ta. Trong nd gidng y hét me em!”
“Me em?”” bd byc tirc phan g, gidt Ky anh tir tay me. “Em cé mi khong thé?”

“Becky, co dg?l mdc vai mon d@l xinh xinh cho dira be’,”oJapice rut ré ’chep VAo. “Méiy cai 40 khoac len... mdt cai khan choang,.. mot bo nhitng con vat
nhur trén thuyen ctia Noah... moi loai c6 lamba con, dé dé phong bat trac [1].”

[1] Theo truyén thuyét, trude khi tao ra con ai Hong thity dé trimg phat loai ngudi vi ¢6 qué nhiéu t9i 16i, Chiia trdi da huéng din Noah déng mdt con
thuyén, mang Ién d6 moi loai trén thé gioi mot cap dé tai tao lai theé gioi sau tran Bai Hong thiy, ¢ day Janice moc nhiing con vat d6 bang len, nhung dé
can than da lam moi loai ba con.

“Tanice, cO ot qua,” toi ndi, xuc dong,

“Chéng kh6 khin gi ¢au ma, chau yéu! Co6 thich dan lat lam. Tét nhién, ¢6 luén hy vong Tom va Lucy c6 thé...” Janice n6i nho dan rdi mjt nu cudi ding
cam, rang r3. “Nhung chuyén d6 khong thé.”

“Tom thé ndo roi a?” t6i thin trong hoi.



Tom Ia con trai cua Janicq. Anh cling trac tubi ti, va da lay vo ba nam trude, mdt I cudi hoémh trang, sang trong Nhung 10i chuyén hoi hong mot chit.
Vo anh, Lucy xém minh r6i b6 tron cling mt gi song trong mot can nha di dong, Tom tré nén rat ky quac va bat dau xay mot can nha nghi miia he trong
vuon sau nha bd me anh.

“A, Tomrét én! Gio nd chit yéu sng trong ciin nha mia hé do. C6 chii mang khay thirc an cho n6.” Trong Janice hoi bdi rbi. “N6 noi dang viét sach.”
“Oi hay qua!” t6i ndi giong dong vién. “V& cai g thé a?”

“V& tinh trang x& hoi.” Ba nudt khan. “C6 vé thé.”

Im ling bao trim khi ching t6i ti€u hoda tin nay.

“Anh 4y nghii 3 hoi ndly dang & trong kiéu tinh trang n0?” Suze hoi.

“Khong tot Fim,” Janice thi thao.

“Ubng tach tra nira nhé Janice thin mén.” Me vd vd tay Janice an ti. “Hay mot ly ruou anh dao?”

“Chi mdt ly anh dao nho thoi,” Janice n6i sau khi ngung mot chit. “Toi s& tu di liy.”

Khi ba di qua cin phong dén tit dé dd ubng, me dit tach xubng, “Nao, Becky,” me ndi, “con co mang hét catalog con c6 dén day khong?”

“Pay!” Toi voi cai thi du lich minh khuén vao ctng, “Con c6 Blooming Marvellous, General Little Trading Company, Little White Company.

“Minh mang dén Jojo Maman Bébé,” Suze chen vao. “Ca Italian Baby Cashere nita.”

“Me thi ¢ toan b déng kia.” Me gt gu, voi Jay mot chdng catalog trén gia dé tap chi. “Cac con c6 Funky Baba chua?” Me vAy vay mot catalog c6
hinh mbt dira bé mic do heé.

“O6ii!” Suze ndi. “Chau chura timg thiy cai do!”
“Cau thdy rdi ddy,” t6i noi. “Con c6 Petit Enfant. Me ndy, me xit Iy tap Luxury Baby nhé.”

Thé phéo sung sudng, it ca ching toi vao chd bét du liéc nhanh qua dong énh chyp tré chura biét di mic nhing chiée 4o phong cdc tay xinh xan ngdi
trén tham choi hay dugc diu trén nhitng cai diu con sanh diéu. No6i that, chi nguyén nhitng mon dep d€ nay thdi cling da dang dé ¢ con 16i.

“Me s& gip gdc trang dé danh ddu néu thiy thir gi con nén mua,” me trinh trong noi.

“OK, con ciing thé,” 61 n01, mé d&m nhin m}t (}én tré con dugc hoa trang thanh nﬁy con Vflt., Chiing t6i phai mua cho con mot by gfu Béc Cuc m6i
dugc. Toi gap gdc trang roi lat sang trang ke ti€p, mdt trang tran ngdp nhitng bd do6 truot tuyet ¢d nho tuyét dep. Va nhin ddm mil len c6 qua bong kia
xem!

“Luke, em nghi minh nén cho con di trrot tuyét ngay khi né con rét nho,” toi néi khi anh vao phong, “Nhur thé s& gitip cho sy phat trién ciia con.”
“Truot tuyét?”” Anh ¢6 vé kinh ngac. “Becky, anh twong em ghét truot tuyét?”

Dung 1a minh ghét truot tuyét thét.

Nhung 6 1& ching t6i van c6 thé dén Val d’Isére hay ddu d6, méic méy bo sanh diéu d6 va khong trrot tuyét m

“Becky!” Me cét ngang suy nghi ctia toi. “Nhin cai giwrdng ndy ndy. N6 ¢6 gin thiét bi diéu chinh nhiét do, dén ru ngi va rung tw dong dé db tré.”
“Wow,” t6i nin thd, nhin birc hinh. “Thét I tuyét voi! Cai d6 bao nhiéu tién a?”

“Kiéu sang trong 1... mdt nghin hai trim bang,” me néi sau khi xem gia.

“Mot nghin hai trim bang?” Luke suyt sic tra. “Cho mdt cai girong baby 4y a? Me dia 4?”

“N6 gan nhu mdt tic pham nghé thuat,” Suze chi ra. “N6 4p dung cong nghé ciia Nasa.”

“Cong nghé ctia Nasa?”” Luke hir mdt tiéng ngd vire. “Chiing ta c6 ké hoach dura dira nho 1én khong gian 4?”

“Anh khong mudn nhitng gi 6t nhét cho con sao Luke?” t6i phan bac. “C6 thiy thé nao, co Janice?”

To6i nhin qua can phong, nhung Janice khong nghe thiy t6i néi. Ba van dang nhin nhitng tAm hinh chup siéu 4m va kh& ding khiin tay chdm chim nit.

“Janice... c6 khong sao chit?”’



“Co xin 16i, chau yéu.” Ba xi miii, rdi nhap mdt ngum rurgu anh ddo, lau kinh. “Téi xin ly nita dwoc khong, Jane?”

“Cir tur nhién, Janice!” Me n6i dﬁy dong vién. “To1 nghiép Janice,” me thi thao ndi thém vai t6i va Suze. “Ba éy mudn ¢6 chéu dén tuyét vong, Nhung
Tom thim chi con ching budn ra khdi cai nha go miia hé ctia anh ta. Va dén khi nd ra...” Me con ha giong thap hon. “Han 1a n6 chua hé cat toc trong
hang thang troi! Lai con chuyén cao runita! Me bao ¢6 Janice, ‘N s€ khdng bao gio kiem dugc c6 nao tr t€ néu khdng chiu tiit lai beé ngoai!”
Nhung...” Me nging lai khi chuong ctra reo. “Chac 1a my nguoi dua do an dén. Me da bdo ho dimg ctra bép 16i co

“Pé anh mo cho.” BS dimg day, va tit ca ching toi quay lai v6i dam catalog,

“Moi ngudi c6 nghi 1 ching ta nén mua mot c4i ghé giir tré ngdi tim va mot cai do tré ndm tim khong?”” t6i nhin trang gidy. “Ca mdt chiu tim bom hoi
dung khi di du lich nita?”’

“Mua c4i ndy nay.” Suze chi cho t6i hinh mdt c4i tii nim nhdi bong thay chéin cudn baby. “MAy cai niy hay im. Wilfie nha minh song ludn trong cai tii
cia no.”

“Chdc chan roil” t6i git dau. “Gép goc lai di”

“Nhiing trang gip goc nay c6 vé hoi nhiéu rdi ddy.” Me nhin méy tép catalog, xem xét. “C6 1§ ching ta nén gip goc nhitng trang minh khong quan tam.”
“Sao moi ngudi khong dat mua toan bd catalog rdi giri lai vai thir minh khong thich?” Luke goi y.

U, d6 a mot ...

Oi. Anh chi dtia thoi ma. Ha ha. Toi sdp sira nghi ra mdt cu phan phao ha guc anh thi nghe thy giong bb sang sang vong t6i tir trong sanh.

“Vao nha di, Jess. Moi ngudi dang udng tra.”

Jess dang o day!

Oi troi oi. Jess dang ¢ ddy.

“Nhanh Ién, gidu hét dbng catalog dil” toi rit Ién, v bit dau qud quang nhét ching ra sau miy tAm dém ghé. “Moi ngurdi biét Jess thé ndo rdi ddy.”
“Nhung con yéu, ¢6 thé c6 dy ciing mubn xem qua!” me

Me khong thure sy hiéu Jess va tinh tan tién ctia chi dy. Me nghi Jess chi dang trai qua mdt “giai doan”, nhur Suze hdi doi an chay tuyét ddi trong vong ba
tun, roi hoan toan kiét strc va vuc dau vao ngau nghién mot cai sandwich thit xong khoi.

“Chi &y khong mubn dau,” Suze, ngui timg ¢ nha Jess va biét Jess thé ndo, noi. C6 gidt ban Funky Baba tir tay me va nhét n6 xubng dudi ghé nhin ciia
Wilfiid, vira kip lic bo va Jess xudt hién & cira.

“Chao, chi Jess!” Toi mo 10 vui vé - rdi ngimg lai vi kinh ngac. Mdi vai thang khong gip Jess mé tréng chi ding that 1a long lanh!

Chi rdm néing déu, manh mai va dang mic quﬁ{l sooc ti hop khoe d6i chan dai, min mang. Mai toc cat ngén ciia chi nhat bét di do anh néing con chiée
40 phong khong tay mau xanh I4 cta chi lam noi bat mau mat ho phach.

“Chao me!” chi ndi, it ba 16 xudng. “Chao di Jane. Becky, em khoe khong?”
“Em khoe!” t6i khong thé thoi tron mét nhin chi. “Trong chi tuyét qua! Chi rim ning qua!”

“0.” Jess nhin xubng chan tay minh, chang chit quan tam, 101 voi By ba 16. “Con mang dén mot it banh quy ngd. Céi ndy duoc sin xudt & mdt hop tac xa
Bic Guatermala,” Chi dura cho me mdt hop kim bang bia cac tong thd, va me cir chuyén né hét tay nay lai tay kia, bbi roi.

“D@ thurong qué, Jess,” cubi ciing me ndi, va dat né xudng canh binh tra. “An banh ngot di con!”
“Wow.” Jess ngdi xudng ghé dai. “Nhin CL..” Chi ngimg lai khi t6i la Ién “Wilfie!” tir sau hrng Suze.

“Gi co?” Suze noi.

“Chi chi dang dinh hdi... Clementine dau thoi.” Jess chita lai. “Va that khong tin ndi day 1a Wilfie! N6 Ion

Qua ly tra ctia minh t6i khe mim cudi véi chj khi Suze dap. Troi of, ai c6 thé tuong twong ra diéu ndy? Chi gai toi va ban thin nhét cia 10 dang cing nhau
tan gau.
C6 I toi twdng minh da mét ca hai bon ho. Jess, vi ching t6i d4 ci nhau to, va goi nhau bang nhitng céi tén m gior chi nghi lai thoi ciing khién t6i phai

nh?ln mat. Con Suze, vi cd ﬁy két ban véi mdt 96 ban mdi tén la Lulu, Céi cb bibt cuGi, ngua, co bbn con va tudng minh Ia me thién ha. To6i van khong thé
hi€u sao Suze lai thich c6 ta dugc. Trén thue t&, d6 Ia mdt chii dé chiing t6i khong nhat tri véi nhau.



“Chi ciing ¢6 c4i ndy cho em déy.” Jess thoc tay xuéng day ba 16 16i ra mjt mG gié ban thiu. Janice Wi lai voi mot tiéng kéu kinh hoang khe khg.
“Céi gi thé, Jess?”

“Becky va chau s& lam khén lau cho dra nhd,” Jess noi.

“Lam khin lau cho dira nh6?” Trong me khong hiéu gi ca. “Nhung con yéu, hiing Boots ¢6 san xudt ching ma. Minh c6 thé mua hai bang ba cai.”
“Trong ching nhu kiéu... ding r6i,” Janice rut re.

“Ching ta chi can ludc s6i Ién rdi giat trong dung dich dau va xa phong 14 dugc,” Jess cho ba biét. “Nhur thé s& an toan hon cho mbi truong, Cho ca da
dira tré nita. Va con c6 thé tai sir dung, vé lau vé dai ta s& tiét kiém dwoc ca dbng tién.”

‘0... tuyét,” toi nudt 7nu('yc bot, va so déng gié, mit trong $6 d6 ¢6 in chit “Nha ti HM Wandsworth” rm mo doc thep mép. Khong doi nao t6i lai di dé
mot dun gié cli nat ban thiu trong phong con t61. Nhung Jess ¢ vé nhiét tinh qua, t6i khong mudn lam ton thuong chi dy.

“Chi ciing s& gitp em kam ca cai diu con nita,” chi ndi. “Tir mt cai quan jeans cii ctia Luke. Pon gian

“Y hay!” t6i ¢6 noi. Toi khong dam nhin Luke.

“Va chi con c6 mdt y nita.” Jess xoay ngudi trén ghé dé déi dién voi toi. “Em khong can phai dong ¥ ngay, nhung c6 18 em ¢6 thé suy nghi vé nd.”
“Véng,” t6i cang thing noi. “Gi thé a?”

“Emc6 thé dién thuyét dugc khong?”

“Dién thuyét 4?” Toi suyt ngd ngira. “Vé cai gi?”

“V& viéc emda tong khir chimg nghién tiéu tlen nh thé nd0.” Jess nga vé phia trude, ‘it chi toat kén ve nong hdu va dy tinh chi em “Chi c6 mjt ngudi
ban dang lam tu Van vién, chi dang ké v6i co 4y vé em va em da thay ddi ra sao. C6 Ay ni em s& i ngudn dong vién cho rét nhidu con nghién trong
nhém ctia ¢6 dy.”

Im ling bao trim can phong, T6i ¢6 thé cam thay niit minh dang do heng lén.

“C6 Ién, Bex.” Suze kh& hdy chan ti. “Cau s& tré nén vi dail”

“Anh s& di cing,” Luke ndi. “Khi nao ha chi?”

“Khong can phai trang trong Fim dau,” Jess noi. “Chi & mdt cude chuyén tro than mét v& viée cudng lai ap e tiéu thy. Dc bigt | gio em da mang thai.”
Chi lac dau. “That 16 bich, cai s6 ngudi rac rudi cir cam thay bude phai mua that nhi€u cho con cai ho ay.”

“Em cho ring tai miy cai catalog,” Luke nghiém trang noi.

“Thé em thiy sao, Becky?” Jess hoi dén cing,

“Emkhong thyc su...” Toi yéu ot hing giongchéc...”

“Dlng xau hd!” Jess dung day khoi cai ghé dai khong thanh dén ngéi canh t6i trén sofa. “Chi thuc sy tr hdo vé em, Becky a. Va emnén tu hao vé chinh
minh....”” Nét miit chi thay d6i va chi dich khéi chd. “Chj dang ngoi trén cai gi thé niy? Céi gi day?” Chj luon tay ra sau lung 16i ra hai tp catalog bong

16n, tat ca cac gdc trang déu dang gap.

Chét tiét. Thé ndo chi ciing chon cudn Luxury Baby cho ma xem, céi cubn c¢6 anh bia | mt dira nhoc miic do Ralph Lauren, cdm mdt céi chai hiéu Dior
va ngoi trén mdt chiéc Roll Royce mini.

“Khong phéi Becky dang xem miy céi ndy dau,” Suze p tirc lién thodng. “Chiing tham chi con khong phéi ciia ¢6 4y nita. LA ctia em. Emmua ddy.”
Minh thye sy yéu Suze.

Jess vira lat Jat tap Luxury Baby vira nhén nit. “Séc qué. Y chi 1, mt dira tré thi cAn gi bon tim bom hoi m6i ché giwong ciii hang hiéu chir?”

“Oi, em biét.” Toi ¢6 hoa nhip voi giong diéu khinh bi ciia chi. “That 1 khing khiép. Mic dii ¢6 & em ciing s& mua, chi biét ddy, vai thir...”

“Nhin ndy, Jess, con yéu!” me kn tiéng thét co ich. “Becky vira chon duge mbt cai giwrdng siéu hang cho dira nhoc day!” Me It tung ca catalog lén. “N6
dau r6i ay nhi? N6 ¢6 dén nhap nhay... Bit ty rung...”

Toi do nguoi vi khiép hai.

DBung c6 cho Jess xemmdt cai girdng tré em gia £1200.



“Day 16i!” M chia tap Funky Baba ra.
“Chi Jess khong mudn xem dau!” Toi cd gidt tap catalog lai, nhung Jess By
“Trang nao a?” chi noi.

“Me 0i?”” Mot giong cit ngang va tat ca ching ti nhin quanh. Pimg trén 16i ra vao i mot anh chang dang cau may, toc sam mau khong cit va rau ria Iom
chom. Anh cao, Iong khong, dang cAm mdt chiéc ba 16 cii nhau nhii va t6i khong thé biét anh 13 ai...

Tur tir da. C6 phai Tomkhong?

Oi 6i. Minh gin nhu khong nhén ra anh ta nira. Me da diing vé vu réu toc, c¢6 vé nhur nhiéu ngaty troi rdi anh ta chua timg trong thiy dao cao.
“Bb can gitip do voi mot trong méy trd o thuat d6,” anh ta ndi nhat gimg voi Janice. “Con tho bi ket hay gi d6.”

“Oi troil” Janice ndi, dit ce xudng “Toi phai di ddy. Tom, chiao hoi tir té di, con yéu.”

“Chao moi nguroi.” Tom guom guom liée nhanh quanh phong,

“Con biét Suze, ban ctia Becky chir, ding khong?” Janice ndi lfu riu. “Va con da gip chi gai ¢o 4y, Jess, bao i chua nhi?””

“Chao, Tom!” Suze vui vé noi.

“Chao,” Jess noi.

Toi cang théing liéc trom chi, hoan toan sin sang cho mot bai 1én 16p vé viéc tiéu hang nghin bang vao mdt cai giwong tré em la dAu hiéu ctia céi thoi dai
Xau xa va suy doi niy ra sao. Nhung that ngac nhién chi thdm chi con khong thém nhin c4i catalog, Chi dé né roi xudng dui minh va dang nhin Tom dam

dAm, bang hoang

Va Tomdang chim chim nhin lai chi.

Anh miit chi dua xudng cudn sach anh dang cAm “D phai la cudn The Consumer Society: Myths and Structures [2] khong?

[2]Tam dich: Xa hoi tiéu thy: Lam tudng va Cau tric.

“U. Co doc chura?”

“Chura, nhung t6i dd doc mot tac pham khac ctia Baudrillard, The System of Objects [3].”

[3] Tam dich: Hé thdng Vat thé.

“T6i c6 cudn d6!” Tom tién mdt bude vé phia chi. “C6 thiy thé nio?”

Ngung lai mot phit.

“T6i nghil khai niém ciia 6ng ta vé md phong va sur thay thé khong hoan hao kha thi vi.” Jess min mé cai mit day chuyén Tiffany t6i ting chi.
Chi chua timg min mé cai nit ddy chuyén Tiffany dy. Oi troi dét oi. Chj dang dong anh ta!

“T6i dang b van dung sy sup dé cta siéu thue vao luan dé coa t6i v& mirc d hdn loan ctia cha nghia tr ban hiu hién dai.” Tom chim cha gat gu.

Thé nay thét tuyét ctii méo! Trong ho ciing wa nhin, lai 6 hoa chit hip dan nhau va dang néi tiéng Anh, c¢6 diéu chi toan nhiing tir ky di chéng ai hiu gi
thoi. Nhur mot tap ctia The OC vay, ngay & day trong phong khach ctia me toi!

Toi liéc Luke mdt cai, anh nhuréng miy. Me hdy chan Suze, Suze cudi t. Tt ca ching t6i déu hio himg, Con Janice, ba nhin sang bén canh minh.
“Du sao thi,” Tom nhim vai, “t6i phai di day...”
Nhu mdt con Idc xody, Janice Bp tirc ra tay.

“Jess, chau yéu!” ba kéu lén, nhay mot phat khoi sofa. “Chiing ta chura timg thyrc sur lim quen voi nhau, ding khong chau? Sao chau khong quay lai day
uong tra sau nhi, chau va Tom c6 thé noi ti€p cau chuyén nhd dang do?”

“O1.” Trong Jess bt ngd. “Um... chau dén i dé gip moi nguoi & day...”

“Ti nita chdu c6 thé 2ap ho o bita tiéc ma!” Janice nédm chit canh tay rémn.'fmg clia Jess va bit du 16i chi ra cira. “Jane, Graham, anh chi khong phién
chia?”



“Khong hé,” bd dé dai noi.

“Vang, thoi duoc.” Jess liéc mét v6i Tom va sic hong thoang xuét hién trén mé chi. “Chéu s& gip moi ngudi sau.”

“Tam biét!” tat ca ching t6i dong thanh.

Cénh cira dong lai sau hrng ho va tat ca chiing t6i nhin nhau trong mdt niém vui c6 nén.

“Puoc rdi!” me ndi, nhdc binh tra 1én. “Gior thi, nhur thé khong tuyét sao? Ching ta ¢6 thé ha hang rao xudng va dung rap qua béi co ctia ca hai nha!”
“Me! That tinh!” t6i tron miit. Me Iic ndo ciing thé, nghi qué 16 va tudng tuwong ra di kiéu 16 bich...

Oii. Con t6i c6 thé 1 nguoi cdmnhan cho c6 dau chi ré!

Tyong khi Jess dqng (”{ bén hang xém Luke doc bao con Tarqujrl tam cho bor} tré, to1 va Suge chiéhl tron ph(‘)ng cii ctia 6. Chiing ‘tf)i bat radjo that 16n
tiéng, md nude day bon, cho that nhiéu xa phong tao bot tam va thay nhau ngdi trén thanh bon tan gau, y nhu hoi xwa & Fulham R6i Suze ngdi trén
girong cho bon tré an con t6i son mong chan.

“Céu s& khong con lam duoc nhur thé 1au nita dau,” Suze ndi, quan sét ti.

“Tai sa0?” t6i hoang hdt nhin én. “Nhur thé c6 hai cho dira bé 42

“Khong, ngbe a!” Co cudi. “Cau s& khong thé vai t6il”

Thét |a mot y nghif kyy cuc. Tham chi t6i con khong thé tuong turong 1 & to dén thé. Toi dira mdt tay xoa bung va dira nhé nay 1én phan tmg lai.
“Oiil” t6i n61. “N6 dap manh qua!”

“Ctr chd mi xem, 10i n6 s& bt dau choc dau gdi va moi thir vao ngudi cau,” Suze n6i. “Ky Fim, nhur thé bén trong minh ¢6 mot sinh vat la vy.”

Ban théy khong, ddy 14 Iy do vi sao ban cén ¢6 ¢ ban thin khi mang thai. Khong mdt cudn néo trong déng séch vé mang thai ciia t0i n6i, “Ky kim, nhur
thé bén trong minh ¢é mot sinh vat la.”

“Chao em yéu.” Tarquin lai xudt hién & cira. “Anh cho Wilfie ngii nhé?”
“Vang, n6 an xong rdi.” Suze trao cho Tarquin dira bé ngai ngii, n6 ric vao vai bd nhur thé biét ring minh thude vé noi do.

“Anh thich mong chén cta em khong, Tarkie?” t6i ndi, ngoe nguy ngén chan cho anh thy. Tarquin ngot ngio Kim. Dao dAu ti biét anh, anh hoan toan
1ap di va do hoi va tham chi t6i con khong thé ndi chuyén ndi voi anh - nhung bang cach ndo d6 khi nidm thang troi qua anh da ngy cang trd nén b

Anh lo dang nhin mong chén t6i. “Tuyét voi. Thoi ndo, anh ban.” Anh diu dang v v6 hrng Wilfie. “Ngii tit cung thang di ndo.”

“Tarkie tht 1a mt 6ng bd tdt,” toi ndi ddy ngudng md, khi anh di khuit khoi cin phong,

“Oi, anh dy tuyét ]érr]z” Suze néi day yéu thurong khi bt ddu cho Clementine ba. “Trtr viée anh 4y cir cho chiing n6 nghe nhac kich ctia Wagner su6t
ngay. Ermie gior c6 thé hat duoc doan doc dién ciia Brunnehilde tir dau dén cudi bang tiéng Dirc, nhung lai chang néi duoc may tir tiéng Anh.” Long may
c6 nhan tit lai. “Minh dang bat dau thay lo, that day.”

T6i rit lai. Tarquin van ip di nhur thé.

Toi lhy cdi mascara moi ra, bt dau boi kén ong mi trong lic nhin Suze am mit hé v6i Clementine va thom doi mé bau binh xinh xén ciia n6. C6 Ay tht
déang yéu khi & bén nhitng dira con, Suze ay.

“Cau c6 nghi minh s& 1 mdt ngurdi me tt khong, Suze?”” Loi niy ra khoi miéng t6i trude ca khi t6i nhan ra minh c6 nghi &én ching

“Tat nhién r6i!” Suze nhin t6i cham cham trong gwong, “Cau s&€ 1a mdt nguoi me xuat sac! Cau sé tot, cdu s€ vui tinh, va cau s€ 1a ba me an mic dep nhat
trén san choi...”

“Nhung minh con chéing biét ti gi v& bon tré con. Y minh 14, n6i that ddy, khong gi ca.”

“Minh ciing thé, nhé khong?”” Suze nhtn vai. “Cau s& sém quen thoi!”

Ai ciing ndi t6i s& sém quen thoi. Nhung nhé t6i khong thé thi sao? T6i da m bai tip dai s ba ndm lién, va chura bao gioy thdy quen ca.
“Cau khong thé cho minh biét vai bi kip im cha me duoc sao?”” t6i dit chdi mascara xudng, “Vi du nhur... nhitng thir minh nén biét ching han

Suze chau méy suy nghi. “Nhitng bi kip duy nhét minh ¢6 thé nghi duoc 1a nhitng diéu thue sy co ban,” cudi cling ¢6 noi. “Cau biét ddy, nhimg diéu van



dién ra ma khong cAn n6i thanh 1.
Toi dot ngdt cam thiy hoang hét.
“Chinh xac thi vi du nhur cai gi?” t6i ¢6 ndi binh thudng. “Y minh 1, ¢6 khi minh ciing biét ching rdi....”

“U, cau biét rdi md.” C6 chia ngdn tay ra dém. “Nhiing diéu nhur c6 mdt chit kién thire vé& so ciru.. dam béo ring minh c6 moi thiét bi can thiét... ¢6 thé
cdu s€ muon dang ky hoc mdt 16p mat xa cho tré em...” C6 x0c¢ Clementine 1én vai. “Cau c6 dang hoc Baby Einstein khong?”

OK, gior thi t6i hoang thét rdi. Téi chura tirng nghe tdi Baby Einstein.

“Dimg lo, Bex a!” Suze voi n6i khi nhin it toi. “Méy céi d6 chiing quan trong Fim dau. Mién 1 ciu c6 thé thay ta va hat ru, ciu s& On thoil” Toi khong
biét thay t. Va t6i ching biét bai hat rundo ca.

Troi oi, minh nguy rdi.
Chirng d6 hai muroi phit sau Suze cho Clementine bt xong va dua cho Tarquin bé.

“Puge 16i!” Co déng cira sau khi anh di ra v quay lai, mét p lanh. “Khong c6 ai quanh day ca. Pua cho minh cai nhan cudi. Minh chi can mdt soi day
hay gi ddy...”

“Pay.” Toi huc loi trong ti quan 4o tim mdt soi ruy bang goi qua cii ctia Christian Dior. “Cai ndy dugc khong?”
“Ciing dugc.” Suze dang ludn soi ruy bang qua chiéc nhin. “Nao, Becky, ciu ¢6 chic 1 cdu mubn biét khong?”

Toi cam thiy mt thoang nghi ngd. C6 & Luke. C6 & ching toi nén doi mdt sy ngac nhién thin ky. Nhung néu thé - 1im thé nao t6i biét minh nén mua xe
16 mau gi?

“Minh mudn biét,” t6i kién quyét noi. “Lam di.”
“Thé thi lai ngdi xudng di.”” Suze thit nit soi ruy bang, nhin vao miit t6i va cudi. “Chuyén ny phén khich im day!”

Suze i s6 mot. Toi biét ¢b Ay s& co cach nao d6 dé timra ma. C6 dy gio soi ruy bang treo cai nhan lo limg phia trén bung toi va ¢4 hai chiing ti nhin
cham cham vao n6, khong roi mit.

“N6 khong chuyén dong,” t6i thi thao.
“Mot phiit nita n6 s€,” Suze thi thao lai.

Chuyén nay thit ring ron. Toi cam thdy nhu chiing t6i dang trong mdt cude goi hon va thinh finh c4i nhin s& doc ra tén ngudi chét trong khi ctra sb sap
danh ram va cac binh hoa roi xuong san vd loang xoang,

“N6 dang di kia!” Suze rit 1én khi thiy c4i nhin bat dau du dua trén soi ruy bang, “Nhin kia!”

“Oi troi oil” Giong toi nghe nhur tiéng thét nghén nghet. “N6 n6i gi thé?”

“N6 dang chuyén dong hinh vong tron! La con gail”

Toi ha hbc miéng. “Cau chic chir?”

“Chdc! Cu & c6 con gii! Chiic mimg!” Suze choang tay qua ngudi toi.

D6 1a mdt ¢b bé. Toi cam thiy hoi chin dong mot chit. Toi sip co con gail Toi biét ngay ma! Sudt ngiy t6i ¢6 nhitng xung dong clia con gii.

“Becky?”” Ctra bat md va me xudt hi¢n, 1ong Ay trong b dét sequin méu tia va son sang miu hop tong, “Moi ngudi sip dén bay gior ddy.” Mit me hét
chiéu tudng toi lai dén Suze. “Moi thir 6n ca chir cac con?”

“Me o1, con sdp c6 con gail” t6i budt ra trurde khi kip ngin minh lai. “Suze da thir bang nhan! N6 chuyén dong thanh hinh tron!”
“Con gail” Ca khuon mit me sang bimg 1én. “Me da nghi bung 13 tréng c6 vé gidng con gai ma! Oi, Becky, con yéu!”
“Nhur thé khéng tuyét sao a?” Suze néi. “C6 sap c6 chau gail”

“Me c6 thé 16i ngdi nha bup bé cti ctia con ra, Becky!” Me tran ngdp hanh phic. “Va me s& son lai phong con trong méu hong...” Me tién lai xem bung
to1. “Phai, xem cach con mang bau né nay, con yéu. Pung Ia con gai roi.”

“Xem ¢4 c4i nhan nita!” Suze néi. C6 nhic dai ruy bang kén trén bung ti va chiim chii nhin nd. Lic d4u n6 dimg yén tuyét ddi - roi cai nhan bit dau du
dua qua lai. Trong mot lic khong ai noi gi.



“Me tudng con ndi la chuyén dong tron,” cubi cling me 1o, bi rdi.

“Thi dtng ma! Suze, chuyén gi thé? Sao né lai fic qua Fic lai?”

“Biét chét lién!”” C6 nhin c4i nhan, 1ong may nhén tit. “Cé & cudi cling thi nd 14 con trai.”

Tét ca ching toi déu nhin chim chép vao bung t6i nhur thé dang cho doi né n tiéng néi chuyén véi minh.

“Bung con cao Eim,” cudi ciing me ndi. “C6 thé [ con trai ddy.”

M6t phit trde me t6i con bao trong ¢6 vé gidng con gai. Oi vi Chila. VAn dé vé nhitg cau chuyén ctia cac ba vo gia I ching thue su vo van

“Thoi dit sao thi ciing xubng nha di, cac con,” me n6i, khi nhac bét diu dm dmndi én tir dudi tng, “Keith tir nha hang Fox and Grapes da dén. Anh ta
dang pha du loai cocktail.”

“Tuyét qua!l” Suze ndi, voi tay Ky céi tii dung dd c4 nhan ctia minh. “Mot gidy nita bon chéu xudng ngay a.”
Me 1o phong, va Suze bt dau trang diém véi mot toe d6 khién t6i nhin na kinh ngac.
“Quy tha ma bit, Suze! Cau dang luyén tap dé thi Olympic trang diém diy ha?”

“Céu clt cho déy, Suze n6i, t6 nhii mét 1én mi. “Roi cau cting s€ c6 khd ning trang diém trong vong diing ba gidy thoi.” C6 chinh son Ién quet mt phat.
“Xong!” C6 v6 Ky chiéc vay sa tanh niu xanh 14 lich lim 1ong vao ngudi, rdi 16 trong ti mdt cai cai toc nam da quy ra van toc thinh mot bui.

“Dep dAy!” t6i n6i, than phuc cai cai toc.

“Camon.” C6 ngAn ngai néi. “Lulu cho minh ddy.”

“A, \r.” Gior 61 nhin lai rdi, ching dep dén thé. “Thé... Lulu sao rdi?” Toi bude minh néi ning lich sur.

“C Ay dn!” Mat Suze cui xubng khi co chinh lai toc cho can, “Thire ra c¢d 4y dang viét sach.”

“Séch 4?” Toi chua timg ¢6 4n twong Lulu 1 tip séch vo.

“V& chuyén ndu nudng cho con cai.”

“Thét 42" t6i ngac nhién n6i. “Thé, ¢6 & t& nén doc. Hay khong?”

“Minh chua doc,” Suze ndi sau khi ngirng lai mdt chit. hién nhién co fiy 12 mt chuyén gia, bbn dta rdi comd...”

Trong giong cd 4y c6 chiit cang thing ma t6i khong thé xac dinh 1 gi. Nhung rdi Suze nging én - va téc ¢6 B mdt dong r6i bu kinh hiti dén mirc ca hai
chiing t61 phai pha 1én cuoi.

“Dé minh lam cho.” Toi véi Ky céi cai toc, g né ra khoi bii toc, chai ca mai toc rdi van lai, dé mot chit toc lai ¢ phia trudc.

“Tuyét.” Suze 6m t6i mdt cai. “Camon, Bex. Va gio' thi minh thém mdt ly cocktail Cosmo chét di duge. Pinao!”

C6 4y ding that 1d da phi nudc dai ra khoi phong va 6i theo sau ¢6 xudng cau thang, hoi kém hao himg hon mdt chit. T6i doan minh s& uéng mot ly
Hoa qua Tinh khiét Nham chan Gi day.

Y ti 1, hién nhién toi chiing né ha gi. Toi dang tao ra mot con ngudi mdi dep d& va hoan thién. Nhung ma... Néu t6i ki Chia tro, i s& msao dé phu
nir ¢4 bau ubng cocktail cling khong sao. Bing hon, tdi s& khien cho viée uong cocktail tot cho sirc khoe. Va tay minh khong bi phi 1én. Va sang ra
khong ndn mira gi hét. Va s& khong con doan di dé dau don nita...

Ctr nghi thé thi chiic 14 61 s& 6 ca mot hé thdng khéc biét tir dau dén cudi.

Cho du chi ¢6 cocktail khong con, do van a mot bira tiée tuyét voi. Dén nira démrap da diy khach, va tit ca ching i d&u c6 mot bira t6i ngon lanh,
B4 lam ca mot bai phét biéu dé ndi vé& chuyén me tuyét voi ra sa0 voi tur cach mOt nguoi vo, nguoi me, va gio' sap trd thanh mot ngwrdi ba. Con chi
Martin hang xém thi trinh dién mdt man o thudt cuc ky xut sac! Trr mdt doan khi chii 4 ay b cét Janice ra lam doi: vira bat ludi cua may Ién thi co da
so qué bt dau la am 1, “Pimg giét em, Martin!” nhung chi van tiép tuc cho cua 16 may nhu mdt gi dién trong phim kinh di.

Cudi ctng thi moi chuyén &n ca. Martin céi mit na ra con Janice sau khi 116ng chit rugu brandy thi cting binh tinh lai.

Gid thi ban nhac dang choi va it ca ching toi déu trén san khiéu vii. B6 me dang hrdt din ra xa, mit hong hrng va cudi v6i nhau tinh tir, 4nh séang lip
Janh trén bo vay dat sequin cia me. Suze dang nhay voi mt tay choang qua ¢b Tarquin con tay kia 6m Clementine, con bé da thirc ddy va khong chiu
ngu lai. Tomva Jess dang dirng bén ria san khiéu vii, ndi chuyén va thinh thoang nguong nghiu dung dua ngudi ciing nhau. Trong Tom kha banh voi b
com & ca vat den, t6i dé y thiy thé - con céi vay théu den ctia Jess thi tuyét dep! (T6i hoan toan chéc ki mdt chiéc Dries van Noten. Nhung tat nhién nd



duoc lim tai mdt hop tac xa phu nit & Guatemala va ¢ gia khoang ba muroi xu. Toan thé.)

Toi mac chiéc vay hdng kiéu hankie hem m6i mua, va dang nhay (duyén déng nhét cé’thé, trong tinh trang c6 c4i bung bau) Vi Luke. B6 me uét qua )
vay tay chao chﬁ,ng 101, va to1 cug‘)i lai, cO géngNkhc")ng rumngum lai vi k]nh hai. Toi biét qay 1a tiéc cua ho va moi thl'r, nhung bo me t61 dung 1a khong bict
nhdy. Me dang Iic hong, theo ki€u hoan toan 161 thoi, con bo thi trong giong nhu dang dam vao khong khi, nhu ki€u dang dénh nhau véi ba ga vo hinh
clng mit lic.

Tai sao céc bac cha me khong biét nhay? Day l mdt dinh uat vat Iy phd quét hay gi ching?

Dot nhién mot y nghi khing khiép lao vao dau t6i. Ching t6i sép trd thanh cha me! Trong vong hai muoi nim nita, con ciia ching t6i s& co rim ngudi lai
khi thay chiing t6i nhay.

Khong. Minh khong thé dé diéu d6 xay ra.

“Luke!” t6i ndi mdt cach khén cip, ¢ 4t tiéng nhac. “Minh phai nhéy thét sanh diéu dé khong lam con minh x4u hd!”

“Anh nhdy cuc sanh di¢u,” Luke dap. “Thuc su Ia cuc sanh di¢u.”

“Khong, anh khong hé sanh diéu!”

“Hbi con teen anh timg di hoc nhay ddy, em biét khong?” anh dap. “Anh ¢6 thé nhay valse nhu Fred Astaire.

“Valse?” t6i nhéc lai giong nhao bang, “Thé dau phai sanh diéu! Chiing ta can phai biét tat ca nhitng budc nhay duong phd. Xem em day ny.”
Toi lam vai diéu giat dau va nay ngudi thoi thuong, nhu ngudi ta van Bm trong cac video rap. Khi t6i nging 1én, Luke dang ha hbc mdm nhin toi.
“Emyéu,”, anh noi, “em dang lam gi vay?”

“Déy I hip hop!” t6i dap. “Ddy I duong phd!”

“Becky! Con yéu!” Me da chen in x6 qua cac vi khach dang nhay dé ra chd ti. “C6 chuyén gi thé? Con dé rdi a2

Thét tinh! Gia dinh t6i chéing c6 ti khai niém ndo vé céc xu hudéng nhay kiéu dudng phd duong dai & d6 thi ca.

“Con khong sao!” t6i noi. “Chi nhdy thdi ma.”

Al Thue ra c6 khi t6i da bi cang mdt hay ba co ciing nén.

“Pén day ndo, J-Lo.” Luke choang tay qua nguoi toi. Me da udt qua chd ¢o Janice noi chuyén va toi nguée miét 1én nhin grong mit rang ngoi clia
Luke. Anh dang trong tAm trang tot chura tirng thay tir sau cudc dién thoai cong viée goi dén lic dang udng ca phé.

“Cudc dién thoai 4y ndi chuyén gi vay?” t6i hoi. “Tin tot knh chi?”

“Bon anh vira duoc bét dén xanh & Barcelona.” Miii anh gidt giat, lic ndo nd ciiing vay khi anh dang sung swéng yéu doi nhung mudn to ra that diém finh.
“The 1a tong cOng c6 tam van phong, khap chiu Au. Tat ca 1a nho hop dong véi Arcodas.”

Anh chura bao gio 161 voi toi ring Barcelona c6 trong ké hoach! Piing kiéu Luke, luon giit im king cho dén khi moi thoa thuin da xong khong dat duoc
gi thi c6 [ anh s€ chang bao gio hé mdt 1vi vé nd.

Tam van phong. Ca & London va New York. That hoanh trang.

Nhac chuyén sang diéu slow va Luke kéo t0i lai gan hon. Liéc qua khoe mit t6i trong thiy Jess va Tom dang ciing nhau dich lai san nhay gin hon. C6
Ién ndo, t6i tham sai khien Tom. Hon ¢6 ay di.

“Thé 1a moi thir déu dang On thda?”’ t6i noi.

“Mai thir, em yéu a, khong thé tuyét voi hon.” Luke nhin vao mit t0i, khong con chit chong gheo ndo trong mit. “That ddy. Ching ta sip mo rong gip
ba ln rdi”

“Cha.” Phai mét mdt ki t6i mdi tiéu hoa durgc tin nay. “Chiing ta s& trd thanh triéu triéu phii sa0?”’

“C6 thé.” Anh gt dau.

Chuyén ndy tuyét qua. T6i van ludn mudn trd thanh mdt tridu triéu phi. Ching t6i ¢6 thé c6 mdt toa nha tén 1 Thap Brandon!

“Ching ta c6 thé mua mdt hon déo khong?” Suze c6 mot hon déo ciia riéng minh & Scotland va lic ndo ti ciing cam thiy thua kém mot chut.

“Co I&.” Luke cuoi.



Toi dang dinh bao ching tdi ciing cin mdt chuyén co riéng nita thi dira bé bét ddu cudn ngudi cwra quéy trong bung ti. Toi cam Ay tay Luke dat Ién
bung minh.

“N6 dang ndi xin chao diy.”

“Chao con,” anh tram giong thi thim. Anh kéo i vao chét hon va toi nhém it lai, hit vao huwong thom ciia loai nurée hoa cao rau clia anh, cam thy dm
nhac dap qua minh nhu nhip tréi t

Toi khong nhé minh tirng hanh phtic nhu thé bao gior chura. Chiing t6i dang khiéu vii bén nhau, mé ké ma, giita ching toi i dira con dang dap, ching t6i
vira c6 mt ngdi nha mdi than tién va sap tr¢ thanh triéu triéu phtl! Moi thir don gidn Ia thit hoan hao.

BECKY BKANDON

TU KIEM TRA BAI HAT RU
Mary, Mary, quite contrary

Had a little lamb

And

Tom, Tom, The piper’s son

Went to London to look at the

Fell off the wall

And he called for his pipe.

And all the king’s hourses and his fiddlers three
Couldn’t put

And the dish ran away with the spoon
Little Jack Horrer...

He had ten thousand men

Meet a piemen

Little Boy Blue

Lost his sheep

Of [bad word] knows.

Ban dang doc truyén Tin Pé Shopping Co Baby dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuwong 5

OK. bay Ia bg t6i s€ dién trong cudc hen dAu tién tir trude dén nay voi mt bac si phu san ndi ﬁéng cﬁn—phéi—c():
Ao kaftan théu nhu Jemina Khan

[1] Ban gi cii ctia dién vién dién anh ndi tiéng Huge Grant.

Quén jeans bau (phan co dan duogc gidu trong céc i, chir khong phai mdt mang to dimg xau xi bang soi co dén).


http://ebookfull.net

Quén chip bau méi hi¢u Elle MacPherson (méu tir dinh hurong).

Xang dan Prada.

Trong minh dugc ddy, t6i nghi. Toi hy vong thé. T6i nhin minh trong gwong, chinh lai c4i 4o kaftan va hit toc ra sau.

“Chao,” t6i am bam. “Chao Kate. Chao Elle. Trdi a, tinh ¢& gip cac ¢o that tuyét quéa. Toi dang méic quan ciia cac ¢b nay!”
Khong. Dimg nhéic dén cai quan.

T6i ngim nghia lai minh mot lan cudi ciing, phi 16p phan cudi - rdi nhic tdi lén.

“Luke, anh xong chua?”’ t6i goi.

“U'hir.” Luke tho d4u ra khoi phong am viée, dién thoai ciip dudi cam. “Chd chit, Tain.”” Anh dit tay Ién che 6ng nghe. “Becky, em thuc su can anh di
cunga?”’

“Sa0?” T6i trimg it nhin anh kinh hoang, “T4t nhién anh can di cling!”

Luke nhin khdp mit t6i mdt uot, nhur thé danh gia day du mirc do tAm trang t6i. “Tain,” cudi ciing anh néi, quay lai v6i cai dién thoai, “chuyén nay phirc
tap lam.” Anh lai mit dang vao phong lam viéc va giong lai ha xuong thanh mirc lam bam

Phirc tap? Y anh i sao, phirc tap u? Ching toi can dén chd bac s san, hét chuyén. Toi bat dau byc tire di di lai lai trong sanh, dién di dién lai nhitng cau
phén phio trong dau. Chang I& Iain khong theé doi mot lan sao? Ching I8 toan bd cude song cua ching ta clr phai xoay quanh Arcodas? Chéng I con
chiing ta khong quan trong véi anh? Anh da quan tdm chit ndo dén embao gio chwra?

Um, OK, ¢6 1§ cdu cudi cing thi khong,

Cubdi cung Luke ciing xuét hién lai & ctra phong lam viée. Cai dién thoai da bién mit va anh dang mic 4o com I€ vao.

“Nghe nay, Becky...” anh m& 1oi.

Biét ngay ma. Anh s& khong di cling.

“Anh chira bao gid mubn dén gip Venetia Carter, ding khong?” Loi t6i phun ra. “Anh dayién véi ¢o ay! Tot thoi, ciing duwoc! Anh di mi hm méay
chuyén lam an d6 con ems€ ty di mot minh!”

“Becky...” Anh nhic mdt tay lén. “Anh dang di day.”
“O1,” 161 n6i, nhe ca ngudi, “U, thé thi ching ta nén di thoi. Di bo mat hai muoi phit.”

“Ching ta s€ di xe.” Anh tr& lai phong lam viéc va t6i theo anh vao. *“Iain dang trén duong dén day sau cudc hop nhom tai khéch san. Ong ta c6 thé cho
chiing ta di nho, bon anh s€ hop nhanh trong xe, roi anh s€ di cting em.”

“Puoc rd,” t6i ndi sau mdt lat im king. “Nghe c¢6 vé OK.”

Thye sy thi toi thdy nghe rét kinh khing, T6i khong thé chiu dung ni cai g Tain Wheeler 4 ay, & chung xe voi ong ta 14 diéu cubi cing t6i mudn km.
Nhung t6i khong thé n6i thé véi Luke duoc. Gilta ti va Arcodas d c¢6 mdt vu nho nho rdi.

Ma vu d6 ciing dau phéi I0i ctia toi. LA tai Jess. Vai thang trude chi &y da 1oi kéo t0i vao mot cude biu tinh vi mdi trudng chdng lai o, hoi do t0i dau c6
biét ho 1a khach hang mbi quan trong ctia Luke. Luke da bien toan bo vu viéc thanh mot hoat dong PR ¢6 ich va ngurdi ctia Arcodas vo nhur ho ¢é khieu
hai hude khi ndi chuyén d6 - nhung t6i khdng chac minh cé thue sy duoc tha thir khong,

“Va anh khong thinh kién,” Luke ndi thém, vudt thing ca vat. “Nhung by gio anh chi ndi thé ndy thoi, Becky, 0 béc si san niy phai cue ky tot thi
chiing ta m6i ddi béc si Braine.”

“Luke, anh s€ yéu c6 ay cho ma xem,” t6i kién nhan noi. “Embiét theé ma.”

Toi tho tay vao tii dé xem dién thoai con day pin khong, va dimg khyng lai khi théy thir gl d6 trén ban im viée ctia Luke. D6 B mt bai béo cét ra tir
mot trang tai chinh v€ mot hinh thirc tin thac don vi mdi, voi chit “Qu§ cho con?”’ nguéch ngoac trén IE.

“Vay, anh dang nghil ¢én viéc giri tién dau tur cho con vao mdt quy dau tu chi sd, ha Luke?” t6i n6i ma khong suy nghi. “Mot quyét dinh thi vi ddy.”
Trong Luke hét strc ngac nhién trong mot thoang, rdi anh nhin theo 4nh it toi.

“C6 I8 thé,” anh ndi bang giong déu déu tho 0. “Hodc ciing ¢6 thé d6 13 mot muru ké dé hira dbi phuong thich xem trom.”

“Pbi phurong ciia anh dau can phai xem trom.” Toi tir t& cudi voi anh. “C6 4y co nhitng ¥ tudng xuét sic ciia riéng minh. Trén thyc &, néu anh can bét



ctr 10i khuyén ndo, em sé rat vui mimg dugc gip d&. Tinh phi ré thoi.”

“Nghe ciing kha duoc,” anh lich sy noi. “Thé dang tién trién tt dep chir? Khoan dAu tu cta chinh em éy.”

“Thanh cong ryc 13, cdm on. Khong thé bt dep hon dugce.”

“Tuyét. Mimg vi nghe thiy thé.”

“U.... khoan tién gin ddy em dAu tur vao ndng nghiép Nhat Ban that tuyét voi...” t6i voi iy tay bit mdm. “Oi, n6i nhidu qua rdil”
“Ua, Becky. Em dang lira anh thoi.” Luke cuoi toe. “Chiing ta di duoc chua nio?”

Ching t6i ra khoi toa nha va Luke lién d4n ti vao chiéc limo Mercedes den ciia Tain.

“Luke.” Tain ngdi trén ghé bén cira sd gat dau chao. “Rebecca.”

lain Ia mOt tay dém nguoi ngoai bdn muroi véi méi toc mudi tiéu cit sat da dau. Trong ong ta kha dién trai, thuc sw, nhung lai ¢6 mdt kn da khl"]ngrkhié’p
ma Ong ta phai che bét di bang cach di phun rAm nang quanh ndm. Lai con xit nhi€u nude hoa sau cao rau qua nita. Saoi> dan 6ng ctr phai lam the?

“Camon vi da cho di nho, Tain,” t6i ndi, theo kiéu ba-vo-quyén-rit- hop-tac nhit cia toi.

“Khong van dé gi.”” Anh mt Tain rét xudng c4i bung phdng to ctia ti. “An nhiéu banh qua ha Rebecca?”’
Ha ha.

“Gén nhur thé,” t6i n6i, ki d& chiu nhat c6 thé.

Khi xe chuyén banh, Tain top mdt ngum ca phé mua mang theo. “Dén ngy trong dai dy thi con bao lau nhi?”
“Murdi bay tuan.”

“Thé tir gics dén ltic d6 6 lp thoi gian tréng béng céch ndo? Pimg c6 néi fa lai di hoe yoga nhé. Ban gi 01 da tré thanh mdt ké cudng yoga,” dng néi
thém voi Luke, khong cho t61 mdt co hdi dé tra 1oi. “Toan thir v& van, néu anh hoi quan diém cta t61.”

Thét tinh! Thir nhét, yoga khong phai v6 van, d6 1 mdt cach giai phong tinh thin qua cac luAn xa ctia cude sdng, hay cai quai gi do.
Va thir hai, t6i khong cn cac cach Bp thoi gian, cam on.

“Thue ra, lain ndy, t6i la Truéng BO phén Tu vAn Mua sim C4 nhén & mdt cira hang 16n hang dau London,” t6i cho 6ng ta hay. “Nén t6i ciing ching c6
nhiéu thoi gian cho yoga.”

“MOdt cira hang Ion?” Ong ta quay nguoi nhin sang t6i. “Toi khong biét ddy. Cira hang ndo vay?”
Cau nay thuc sy khién t6i bdi rdi.

“No... [a mt ctra hang moi,” t61 ndi, sém soi mong t

“Tén 1a?”

“Tén la... The Look.”

“The Look?” Iain cudi phé 1én am1vi khong tin ndi, suyt danh roi cdc ca phé. “Luke, anh khong hé ndi véi t6i i vo anh m viée cho The Look! Cong
viéc ¢ d6 tien trién du cham voi o, diing khong, Rebecca?”

“Khong t¢ dén thé dau,” t6i nha nhin dap.

“Khong t¢ dén thé? Chura tlmg c6 cira hang bén I nio that bai tham hai dén thé trong lich sir! Toi hy vong ¢ da kip tong hét déng cb phiéu uu dai clia
minh di!” Ong ta lai pha ra cuoi. “Chua ké phan thudng thém dot Gidng sinh, c6 da béan hét chua?”’

Ga ndy thue su dang bét dau khién t6i kho chiu. Toi néi xdu The Look 1 mdt chuyén: ho 1 sép ctia t6i. Nhung ngudi khéc n6i xau né thi lai 1 chuyén
khac.

“Thyc ra, ti nghi The Look dang trong tur thé chuan bj dt phé,” t6i diém fish n6i. “Ching ti d bét dau khong thuan loi, t0i dong y véi dng, nhung tat
ca nén tang con & d6.”

‘U, chic may miin.” Mt Tain chun lai vi thich thi. “Can mdt 1 khuyén khong? T6i s€ tim mdt cong viéc khac.”

T6i ¢b ndn ra mdt ny cudi - rdi quay sang nhin ra ngoai cira s, gidn soi lén. Trdi a, dng ta thit ngao man. Minh s& cho 6ng ta tring myit ra. The Look c6



thé 13 mot thanh cong. N6 chi can... Um, n6 can khach hang, trudc hét i thé.

Chiée xe dd lai bén via hé va ngudi tai x& mic ddng phuc ra ngoai mo cira xe.

“Mot Jan nita camon vi da cho chung t6i di nho, Tain,” t6i lich su ndi. “Luke, em chd anh trong d6 nhé.”

“Utr.” Luke gat dAu, cau miy khi lach cach bat mé cap da. “Toi khong thé au qua duoc. Thé, Tain, chinh x4c thi van dé voi du thao nay | gi?”
Khi nguoi tai xé dua t6i én via hé, hai nguoi dan ong da mé mai trong dbng gidy to.

“Tir day ¢6 & tur di duoc chir?” Nguoi tai xé chi vao goc phd. “Phd Fencastle & rt gin dy, c6 diéu toi khong thé i xe thing dén duogc vi miy cai cot
chin duong kia.”

“umg lo, t6i di bd tir ddy ciing khong sao. O, ¢6 diéu t6i quén tii rdi...” Toi lai choi ngudi vao 6 6, lic d6 Tain dang noi.
“Khi t6i mudn loai quyét dinh kiéu d6 duoc dua ra, Luke, t6i & dua con me nd ra.” Giong tho 16 cia ongta khién 61 bat ngo va toi théiy Luke nhan mit.

That khong thé tin dugc. Tay nay nghil minh 1 ai vay? Chi vi 6ng ta 1 doanh nhin ca mip ma dng ta nghi ¢6 thé thich thi thd 16 v6i bt ctr ai ciing duroc
sao? Toi muon vao lai xe ngay va noi cho 6ng ta chinh xac nhing gi t6i nghi.

Nhung i khong chiic Luke c6 hoan nghénh viée d6 khong,

“Gip sau nh¢, anh yéu.” Toi siét chat tay anh va By céi t0i. “Dimg lu qua.”

Van s6m hon mdt chit so v6i gitr hen, nén t0i tan dung co hoi d€ t6 lai son va chii nhanh lai toc. Saudo ti tién dén goc phd r& vao phd Fencastle. Phia
tru6e chirg hai mroi mét c6 mot toa nha xdy bang vita stucco an tuong, véi dong chir “Trung tim Sinh con Toan dién, Venetia” khéc vao ctra kinh.
Doi dién bén kia duong la mot nhom thg chup anh dang chiia ong kinh vé phia cira.

Toi chét siing, tim dap nhanh hon. D6 I cac paparazzi. Va ho dang bdm ma dién cudng! Ho 1 ai... Ho hmgi...

Oi trdi dét oi. DO k ¢0 i trong phim Diép vién 007 moil C6 4y dang di vé phia toa nha trong chiée o qudy hong va quén jeans, bung bau da thiy 5.
Toi ¢6 thé nghe thély tiéng céc paparazzi gio lén “Hudng ndy, em yéu!” va “Khi no dira bé ra doi?”

Thé nay thi sanh diéu qua!

C ging t6 ra tho o, toi bude voi doc theo via hé va dén cira cling lic v6i ¢d Ay. May anh van bam lch tach dang sau ching toi. Toi s& xuat hién trén tat
cé cac to bao budn chuyén cting véi mot Bond girl!

“Xin chao,” t6i iy giong than mat thi thim khi c6 bam nit goi cira. “T6i i Becky. Toi ciing c6 bau. Téi thich 4o ctia c6 m.”
C5 4y nhin t6i nhur thé t6i ki mot con thiéu néng, rdi ddy cira vao ma khong thém dap 1oi.

0, c6 4y khong duoc thén thién lam Nhung cha sao, t6i chic 1 nhitng ngudi khac s& khac. Toi di theo ¢6 qua hanh lang It gach trang nha vao mot
phong I6n véi nhitng chiéc ghé doi boc nhung mau ttr dinh hrong va ban dén tiep, ¢d ca mdt ngon nén 1én higu Jo Malone dang chay & ban giita phong.

Khi tién dén ban don tiép sau c6 Bond girl, ti quét mit nhanh qua ca can phong. Hai c6 gai mic dd jeans rét dé‘ la cac siéu nﬁu dang doc o OK! va chi
cho nhau xem dnh trong d6. Mot ¢6 bung vurot n¥it mic do Misson dang ngdi doi dién khoc nhw mura I, anh chong ngdi bén cam tay ¢6 va lo lang ndi,
“Emyéu, ching ta co thé dat tén con 1a Aspen néu em thich, chi la anh khong nhin ra rang em nghiém tiic!”

Aspen.

Aspen Brandon.

Ngai Aspen Brandon, Ba tude thanh London.

Hmm Khong chic Bm

C6 Bond girl da ni chuyén xong véi B tan, rdi chuyén ra chd ngdi doi trong goc.

“Toi c6 thé gitp gl duge khong?” Co 1§ tan nhin toi.

“Vang, 1am on,” t6i cudi troi. “Toi dén gip Venetia Carter. Toi a Rebecca Brandon.”

“Moi chi ngdi, chi Brandon. C6 Carter s& gip chi ngay thoi.” C6 B tan cudi dua cho t6i mdt tp quang co. “Mot vai thong tin giéi thiéu. Chi cir tir nhién
dung tra thdo mdc nhé.”

“Cam on!” Téi nhdn tp quang c4o va ngdi xudng ddi dién hai siéu méu. Mot giai diéu khén du duong phét ra tir loa, va gin trén tim bang phi sa tanh
nhirng birc anh ctia céc ba me cling dira con moi sinh. Tat ca toat Ién vé thanh binh va tuoi dep. Noi day khac ca triéu dam so voi phong doi cli k t&



nhat v6i nhitng chiéc ghé nhra, tAm tham kinh khimng va cac tAm poster vé axit folic ciia bac si Braine.

Khindo dén chic Luke s& 4n twong im ddy. Toi biét day 1 mot quyét dinh ding dén ma! Toi sung suéng liéc nhanh qua tp gidi thiéu, xem céc tiéu dé
trang nay trang kia. Sinh con trong muréc... Sinh con khi duoc mat xa chan tay... Sinh con khi ngji...

C6 18 minh s& chon sinh con khi ngii. Bét ké no 1 céi gl

Toi dang nén na xem anh mit cd gai bé con trong mdt cai gi d6 gidng nhur bon tim mat xa khdng 16 thi ¢6 1€ tin goi tOi.

“Chi Brandon? Venetia s& gip chi bay gio.”

“Oil” t6i dat tap quang cao xudng va lo ing liéc dong hd. “Toi e 1 chong toi van chura dén. C6 1§ chi vai phit nita thoi...”

“Pumg lo.” C6 4y cudi. “Khi ndo anh nha dén t6i s& dira vao. Mo di 16i ny.”

Toi theo ¢6 18 tan budc doc 16i di trai tham. ‘Toan bg twong pha day nhing brc anh ¢6 chir ky ctia cac ba me sicu sao duyén dang chup canh ho dang
ngdi trén girdng voi dira con moi sinh, va dau toi cir quay ngang quay ngira khi toi bude. Toi thure sw can phéi nghi xem minh s& méic gi khi di sinh. C6 &
t01 nén hoi Venetia dé co vai bi kip.

Ching t6i dén mdt canh cira son mau kem, ¢ 18 tan gb hai lan trude khi mo ra rdi dan toi vio. “Venetia, ddy la chj Brandon.”

“Chj Brandon!”” Mot phu nit dep dén sing s& voi méi toc do ruc 1 tién t6i, ban tay chia ra. “Chao mimg dén véi Trung tam Sinh con Toan dién.”
“Xin chao!” T6i cuoi lai. “Cir goi 61 la Becky.”

Oi cha. Venetia Carter trong nhw mot ngdi sao dién anh vay! C6 tré hon t6i tuong bao nhiéu, lai con ménh mai hon nita. C6 dang méc mdt chiée quan
6m hiéu Armani, so mi trang vai nhin, téc vén cao khoi khuoén mat nho mbt chiec bom doi moi sanh dicu.

“That vui duge gip c¢d, Becky.” Giong cd curc ky trong tréo thanh thét, nhur Phi thity Thién phurong Béc [2] viy. “C6 ngdi xudng da, rdi ching ta s& noi
chuyén vui vé voi nhau.”

[2] Mot nhén vét trong Phi thity xir Oz, c6 giong hat tuyét voi.
Cb xirc nurée hoa Chanel c6 dién, t6i dé y thiy lic ngdi xudng. Va nhin vién hoang ngoc tuyét dep dinh trén soi dy chuyén bac quanh ¢ ¢o.

“T6i mudn cam on cd da nhan t6i khi toi da vao giai doan cudi thé ndy,” t61 voi néi khi dira s y ba ctia minh ra. “Toi thure sy biét on. Va t6i thich gidy
ctia co qua!”

“Camon c6!” C6 mim cui. “Thir xem ndo. C6 d4 mang thai dwoc hai muroi ba tuan... con so...”” Ngon tay véi mong dugc son stra ctia 6 do xubng
nhitng ghi chép clia béc siBraine. “C6 c6 gip van d€ gi khi mang thai khdng? Ly do gi khién ¢6 khong tiép tuc dén kham & bac si trude nita?”’

“T6i chi mudn mot phuong phap toan dién hon,” toi ndi, rudén nguoi vé phia trudc mdt cach nghiém trang, “Toi da doc to roi clia c6 va toi théiy moi liéu
phap cua ¢ déu co ve rat tuyét.”

“Li¢u phap?” Tran c6 nhén lai.

“Céc phurong phép sinh no, ¥ t6i 1a thé,” t6i stra chita tip hy.

“Dugc rdi.” Venetia Carter 16 tir ngin kéo ra mot cap hd so miu kem, cAm chiée bt may vo bac viét “Rebecca Brandon” Ién mit trudc b?mg mit kiéu
chit nghiéng nghiéng bay buém “Con nhicu thoi gian d€ c6 quyt dinh s& sinh n6 theo cach nao ma. Nhung trude tién hiy cho t0i bict thém vé ¢d. Theo
t01 hiéu thi co da ket hon, ding khong?”

“Vang” Toi gat dau.

“Thé hom nay chong ¢b c6 dén khong? Anh Brandon, phai khong nhi?”’

“Anh 4y I& ra da ¢ day roi.” Toi tic hedi vé xin 6. “Chéc i anh Ay dang tranh thit hop hanh cong chuyén trong xe mot chit. Nhung s& vao ddy ngay
thoi.”

“Khong sao.” C6 ngang dau lén mim cudi, ham ring tring bong hoan hao. “Téi chéc 1 chdng ¢b rat phan khich khi co con.”
“Oi, ding thé!” Toi dang dinh ké voi ¢ tir dau dén cudi vu ching t6i di siéu 4m lan dau tién thi cira bat mo.

“Anh Brandon d3 dén,” ¢6 tiép tAn n6i, va Luke vira sai budc vao vira ndi, “Xin 16, xin 161, anh biét anh muon roi...”

“Cubi cling anh ciing dén, Luke!” t6i n6i. “Dén gip béc si Carter di anh.”

“Thoi ma!” Co lai cuoi. “Goi t6i la Venetia di, ai cling goi thé...”



“Venetia?” Luke dimg chét trin va nhin Venetia chiim chip nhu thé khong tin ndi vio mét minh. “Venetia? La em ddy u?”

Miéng Veneria Carter ha hic.

“Luke?”’ ¢6 néi. “Tuke Brandon?”

“Hai ngudi biét nhau sao?” t6i kinh ngac néi. Trong mot gidy, khong ai n6i gi hét.

“Bon anh biét nhau hdi hoc & Cambridge,” cudi ciing Luke n6i. “Nhiéu ndm trude r6i. Nhung,..” Anh bop tran. “Venetia Carter. Em Iy chng r6i a?”
“Em don phurong d6i ho,” Venetia ndi, nd nu cudi budn ba. “La anh thi anh ciing d6i chir?”

“Thé trude khi doi thi tén ¢o | gi?” t6i lich sw hoi, nhung khong ai trong s6 ho ¢6 vé gi 1 nghe thiy t6i ca.

“Bao nhiéu ndm roi nhi?”” Luke trong van bang hoang,

“Lau roi. Lau 1Amroi.” C6 ludn tay qua mai toc va n6 vao nép thanh mot dong sudi do hoan hao. “Anh c6 con gip ai trong hoi nha Brown khong?
Jonathan chang han? Hay 1a Matthew?”’

“Mt lién lac sach.” Luke nhin vai. “Em thi sao?”

“Em van lién lac v6i vai ngudi bon ho hdi & My, Nhung gid trds lai London rdi thi chi thinh thoang c6 diéu kién moi gip thoi...” Mot tiéng bip phét ra tir
trong tlii ct ngang 1i co. C6 véi ldy may nhan tin tat di. “Xin 16i, em can goi dién thoai. Em sang phong bén mot chut.”

Khi ¢6 bién mit t6i nhin Luke. M séng bimg 1én nhur thé hom nay | Giang sinh.

“Anh biét Venetia sa0?” t0i noi. “Tuyét qua!”

“Thé u?” Anh Fic du hoai nghi. “C6 4y thudc nhém ban anh quen biét hdi hoc & Cambridge. Tt nhién hdi do tén c6 Ay 1 Venetia Grime.”
“Grime?” ti khong thé nhin mdt tiéng cudi khiic khich.

“Khong thé I ci tén hay nhét cho mot bac si’]3] Anh toe toét cudi dap. Cha iy gi lim ngac nhién khi c6 4y ddi ho ca. “Anh c6 thin véi ¢d 4y im
khong?”

[3]. Trong tiéng Anh, "grime" c6 nghia 13 "bui ban, cu ghét”.

“Bon anh hoc cing truong” Luke git dau. “Venetia lic néo cling thong minh dén khong tin duge. Cuc ky gioi. Anh ludn biét réng o dy s thanh dat
trong cudc song...”” Anh ngung bat khi canh ctra md ra va Venetia quay lai.

“That xin 181 qua!” C5 tién lai ngdi xubng trrde ban, gic chan no 1én chan kia mot cach thoai méi trong chiéc quan Armani. “Chiing ta dang n6i dén dau
nhi?”

“T6i vira moi bao voi Luke thét 1 tinh cd im sao!” t6i ndi. “C6 va anh 4y lai quen biét nhau tir trude.”

“Chaing phéi la thudng hay sao?” C6 cét tiéng curdi trong veo. “Trong s6 hing trim bénh nhin cia toi, i chua timg c6 ai | vo' ctia ban trai cii cal”
Nu cuoi hoi dong bang trén mit toi.

Ban trai cli u?

“Emdang ¢b nhd xem bon minh da hen ho bao Au, Luke a,” ¢6 ni thém. “Phai mot nam khong nhi?”

Ho da hen ho mot nam co a?

“Anh khong nh nita,” Luke n6i mt cach thoai mai. “Lau Bmrdi”

Guomda. Guom mdt phit thoi. Quay lai. Hinh nhu minh d8 bo 15 mdt nhip nao do.

Vernetia timg 13 ban gai ctia Luke hdi & Cambridge u? Nhung... anh chura timg nhéic dén ¢ ta. Trudc déy t6i chira timg nghe nhic tdi Venetia.

Y t6i ... khong phai nhur thé ¢6 gi quan trong hay lim sao. Sao chuyén do lai quan trong co chir? Toi khong phai hang ngudi phai khé chiu vi ngudi yéu
cli ctia chong trong qua khir. Ban tinh t6i khong phai ké hay ghen tudng, Trén thyc t€, t6i thdm chi c6 thé con khong nhiac dén né nita kia.

Ma ciing ¢6 thé 1 c6, chi tinh cd thoi.

“Vdy, anh yéu, em khong nhG 1 anh timg nhéc dén Venetia,” toi ndi véi Luke kém theo mot tiéng cudi thoai méi nho nho. “Khong budn cudi sao?”



“Pung lo, Becky.” Venetia ruén nguoi vé phia trude voi ve tir tin. “Toi biét kha chép rz“mg minh khong bao giov 14 tinh yéu ctia doi Luke.” Toi cam thiy
m)t nguon hanh phiic 4m &p ding Ién trong minh, “U’phai,” t61 ndi, ¢o t6 ra khiém ton. “U’thi...”

“Ma 1a Sacha de Bonneville,” ¢6 noi thém.
Caig? Caig?
Tinh yéu ctia doi Luke khong phai I ci c6 Sacha de Borneville chét tiét do! Ma 1a t6i! Vi anh!

“Ngoai c0 ra, tat nhién, Becky a!” ¢ thdt lén, véi mot tiéng cuoi thanh thét ra chidu xin 6. “T6i chi dang néi chuyén hdi do thoi. Trong hoi nha Brown
ay. Du sao dinita,” Venetia hat mai toc d6 choi ra sau va lai cam giay but en, “trd lai voi chuyén sinh nd nao!”

“U,” t6i n6i, ly lai binh tinh, “Um, t6i dang nghi &n chuyén c6 1& s& sinh con trong trong nude véi hoa sen...”
“Nhén tién, mdt t5i ndo d6 anh nén dén day, Luke,” Venetia ngit 10i toi. “Gap lai vai nguoi trong hoi cii”
“Anh rit mubn dén!” Luke néi. “Bon anh rét muén dén, ding khong, Becky?”

“Véng,” t6i ndi sau khi ngimg lai mot chut. Y tuyét hay.”

“Xin 16i vi d4 cat ngang, Becky.” Venetia cudi véi toi. “Néi tiép di. Sinh con trong nude, c6 dang néi thé nhi?”

Chiing t6i & d6 thém hai muroi im phtt nita, noi chuyén vé vitamin va xét nghiém mau va mdt dong céc thir khdc. Nhung noi thit 1 dau 6c t6i khong
thye sy d€ & may chuyén do.

Toi dang cb tp trung, nhung tit cé nhimg hinh anh gy xao nhéing Ay ctr nhéy vao dau toi. Nhur hinh énh Luke va Venetia tir dau dén chén dién do sinh
vién cua truong Cambridge, dam dudi hon nhau trén mot chiée thuyen thing. (Tir nay ¢6 phai cai minh dang ndi dén khong? Hay 14 thuyén day bang? Du
sao thi y minh 1a thuyén c6 ci sao ay.)

Va 1di 6i cir hinh dung ra canh anh lia tay vao mai toc dai mau do 4y. Va thi thim, “Venetia, anh yéu em.”

Thét ngu xuan. Toi c4 1 anh chura timg ndi voi Venetia 1 anh yéu c6 ta.

Toi ca... mit nghin bang,

“Becky?”

“Oi!” Téi chot nhin ra ring cudc hen da két thiic. Luke va Venetia da dimg day, cho toi

“Vay ¢ s€ Ién ké hoach sinh con cho t6i chi, Becky?”” Venetia ndi khi md ctra.

“Chic chin rdil”

“Khong c6 gi phire tap qua déu!” Co mim cudi. “Toi chi mu6n c6 mdt céi nhin chung vé chuyén c6 hinh dung viée sinh con ra sao thoi. Con Luke, em s&
goi cho anh. Embiét vai nguoi trong hoi cli rat nuon gap anh.”

“Tuyét!” Mt anh day sinh khi khi anh hon Ién ca hai mé c6 ta. Roi cira déng lai va ching t6i di nguoc tr6 lai hanh lang,
Toi khong chiic Luke dang nghi gl

T6i khong hoan toan chic minh dang nghi g, n6i that 1a thé. “Um” cudi cing Luke n6i, “rt 4n tuong. Rat rét 4n twong.”
“Um.. phail”

“Becky.” Luke dot nhién dimg khyng lai. “Anh mu6n xin 16i. Bm da diing con anh thi sai.” Anh i du. “Anh xin 15i vi d& phén tmg tiéu cuc dén thé véi
chuyén dén day. Emnoi diing, anh da thanh kién va ngu ngdc. Nhung em da ra mdt quyet dinh hoan toan ding dan.”

“Puoc rd1.” Toi gat dau vai lAn. “Ttre ... tire 1 anh nghi ching ta nén chuyén sang Venetia?”’

“Chinh x4c!”’Anh cudi, hoi bdi r6i. “Em khéng mubn sao? Ching phai gidc mo ctia em di thanh hién thyre sao, dén day 4y?”

“O... vang,” t6i ndi, gip hai rdi gap tu rdi gip tiép & roi Céc Iyra chon Giam dau Thay thé. “TAt nhién 1 dung thé.”

“Emyéu, vo yéu.” Luke d6t nhién nhiu may lo Fing, “Néu em dang cam thiy bi de doa boi quan hé cii ctia anh voi Venetia, thi hily dé anh khing dinh voi

“Bi de doa?” Téi cao giong ngit 161 anh. “Durmg 16 bich thé chir! Em khong cam thiy bi de doa.”



C6 I& 6i cling cam thdy hoi bi de doa. Nhung lim sao ma t6i n6i thé véi Luke duroc?
“May qud, hai nguoi van con & day!” Giong thanh thot cua Venetia chay doc theo hanh lang vong t6i va t6i quay lai thiy ¢ dang tién t6i, tay cammit
bia kep ho so. “Trudc khi di co phai lay hét bo qua ting chao mirg da, Becky! Ching t6i c6 du thir dé thirong cho ¢6 day. Va con mot diém nita t6i

muon noi...”

“Venetia.” Luke cét ngang 10 ¢6. “Dé anh ndi thing nhé. 'Vira xong bon anh dang ban bac vé... mdi quan hé trude day cia ching ta. Va anh khong chic
la Becky thay thoai méi vdi nd.” Anh cam tay t6i va toi nam lay tay anh day biet on.

Venetia tho hit ra va gat dau.
“Han rf}L” ¢6 n6i. “To6i hoan toan hiéu. Néu c6 cam thiy khong thoai mai chit nao thi dwong nhién la ¢6 nén xemx¢t dikham & chd khac. Toi s& khong
cam ﬂ]ﬁy khoé chiu dau!” CQ nc’g mot ny cudi than thién véi ti. “Tat ca nhiing gi t6i cd Vthé ndi [a... t61 [a mdt bac si chuyén nf)r} cao. Néu co quyf:t dinh &
lai d¢ t6i cham soc, 61 s€ ¢o hét sire giip ¢ c6 dugc trai nghiém sinh nd tuyét voi nhat. Va, trong trudng hop ¢6 thure sy lo ling...” C6 nhay mat voi toL
“T6i da c6 ban trai roi!”
“Dimg lo! T6i khong dén ndi thiéu tir tin dén thé dau!” t6i ndi, cling curdi vui vé véi cd.
C6 4y c6 ban trai rdi! Thé thi hoan toan OK!
T6i khong hiéu sao ma minh lai c6 thé nghil chuyén nay i gi khac. Troi a, viéc mang thai dang am t6i hoang tudng,
é,” Venetia tiép tuc, “hai ngudi ctr di, suy nghii vé chuyén ndy, va da c6 sb cta toi rdi
“T6i khong can suy nghi nita,” t6i cudi twoi lai. “Chi cho i qua chio mimg & dau di nao!”
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Chuwong 6
Troi a, cong vi€e that tuyét vong,

D6 1a hém sau ngay t6i dén chd Venetia Carter, va t6i dang ngéi & ban minh trong khu vire Mua sdm Ca nhan. Jasmine, nguoi ctng lam viée voi toi,
dang ndm uon mot dong trén sofa. SO lich hen cia ching t6i trong tron, dién thoai cAm nhu hén, con ca chd nay thi i tré nhur van thé. Téi nhin quanh.
Khoéng mot bong khach hang, Dau hiéu duy nhét ctia sw chuyén dong trén san cira hang 1 Len, nhan vién bao vé dang di kiém tra mot vong theo trach
nhiém, va trong anh ciing ngéan ngim nhur nhirmg nguoi con lai trong ching toi.

Liic Ay t6i nghi lai & Barneys New York thi ra sao, moi thir sang choang, day tiéng tro chuyén va nhon nhip nguoi mua nhitng chiéc vay gia ca ngan do.
Con ¢ ddy, toan bd nhing gi toi ban duoc tin nay | mdt doi tat wdi va mdt cai 4o mura trai mia. Noi nay ki mot tham hoa. Ma ching toi moi chi mo
clra murdi tudn trude.

The Look duoc hau thuin boi mdt tap doan khong 16, Giorgio Laszlo. L& ra nd phai d mt cira hang Ion tuyét voi, dong vui, droc nhidu ngudi biét toi,
mot cira hang 6 thé chiém thi phin ctia Selfiidges va Harvey Nichols. Nhung ngay tir ngay dau tién moi thir da bt diu hong bét. Trén thuc €, noi nay
da tro thanh mdt trd cudi tim c& quic gia.

Trude hét, toan bo kho hang da bi chéy rui va I& khai trurong da phéi hoan lai. Roi mt cai chao dén roi thing tir tran nha xubng im mot nhén vién tr van
1y phim s khiép via ngay gitra budi biéu dién trang diém. Sau d6 ngudi ta lai nghi ngd mot dich bénh truyén nhiém dang bung phét tai d6 nén tit ca
ching t6i bi budc nghi ¢ nha. Hoa ra 1 bdo dong nham - nhung thiét hai thi da 6. Tt ca cac td bdo déu c6 bai ding vé chuyén The Look bi nguyén ria
ra sao va cac loat tranh biém hoa v& canh khéch hang ngét xiu rdi bi gach vira ciia toa nha roi vao ngwoi. (Cai ndy thi budn cuoi that, nhung ban khong
duoc phép ndi thé.)

Thé I khi chiing t6i md cira tré lai thi ching ai quay lai nita. Moi ngudi dudng nhur déu nghif ring cira hang van dang déng ctra, nhiém bénh truyén nhiém
hay gi 6. To Daily World, ke tht toan dién cta Giorgio Laszo, lién tuc giri phong vién anh cai trang dén dé  chup anh cira hang va cho déang dudi hang
tit VAN VANG LANG! va sy NGU NGOC NAY CO THE KEO DAI THEM BAO LAU? C6 tin dn ring néu tinh hinh khong duoc cai thién sém,
cura hang s¢€ tiéu ting,

Tho daiuam, Jasmine m6 mot trang bao va bat d4u doc muc tir vi. DO 1 mdt vén d& nira: kho ma gitr duoc dong lyc cho cép dudi khi viée kinh doanh
dinh dén. (Jasmine 12 cap dudi cua t6i.) Trude khi bit dau cong viée ndy, t6i da doc mot trong cac cudn sach vé quéan Iy ctia Luke day cach im sép - va
16 bao “fién tuc khen ngoi nhén vién trong nhimng thoi diém kho khin i diéu cuc ky quan trong”

Toi da khen toc, gidy va tiii ctia Jasmine roi. Noi thét thi ciing ching con gi nhiéu ma khen nita.

“Toi thich... 16ng may ctia ¢6, Jasmine!” t6i vui vé n6i. “C6 im & dau thé?”

Jasmine nhin t6i nhur thé t6i vira bao c6 ta an mdt con ca voi con. “Toi s& khong n6i dau.”

“Tai sao?”

“Po 1a bi mat ctia t6i. Néu ti bao voi chi, chi ciing s€ dén d6 va rdi chi s& c6 duge déng vé ctia toi.”

Jasmine gly gio xurong, voi nhitng lon toc vang xin, mii bim khuyén, mt nit xanh da troi va mot méit xanh I cay. C6 ta c6 ¢ may cthé trong bang toi
duoc.

“T6i s& khong bt chirde dang vé ciia ¢6 dau!” t6i dap nhe nhang, “T6i chi im Ibng may cho dep thoi! Nao, cho t6i biét di.”
“Uh-huh.” C6 ta Fic dau. “Khong doi ndo.”
T6i cam thiy mdt con cau gidn déng trao.

“Khi ¢6 héi toi i t6c & dAu, 10 da ni voi ¢, tdi nhéc c0 ta. “Toi da cho co danh thiép, gi6i thiéu cho ¢d stylish tot nhét va o da tiét kigm duge muoi
phéan tram khi cét lan dau tién. Nhd khong?”’
Jasmine nhim vai. “D6 1a toc.”

“Con day la 1ong may! N6 it quan trong hon!”
“La chi nghi thé thoi.”

Oivi Chua Toi sip stra bao vdi cb ta rang toi khong quan tim cd ta am doi long may ngu ngde Ay & dau (n6i doi, vi gio t6i da bi chung 4m anh) thi nghe
thdy tiéng bude chan. Sai budc, ddm manh, loai budc chan ctia quan Iy cao cép.

Jasmine lanh le nhét t tap chi Heat ctia ¢6 ta xubng du6i chong 4o len, con t6i gia v chinh lai khin quang trén mot ¢6 ma no canh. Mot It sau, Eric
Wilmot, gidm doc marketing, xuat hién & goc hanh lang véi may gd dién com I€ banh bao ma trude d6 t6i chura tirng thay.

“Con day 1 bd phan Mua sdm Ca nhéan,” anh n6i véi miy g kia voi vé vui tiroi gia tao. “Rebecca timg lim viée tai chudi cira hang Barneys & New



York! Rebecca, gip Clive va Graham tir cong ty tur van First Results Consulting ndy. Ho ¢ ddy dé dua ra vai y tuong.” Anh nd ny cudi cang théng,

Eric vira duoc thing chirc giam doc marketing tudn trude, khi gidm déc tién nhiém tir chire. Anh khong c6 vé gi 1 ngudi thich thi véi cong viée moi ciia
minh.

“Nhiéu ngay rdi chiing ta chwra c6 mot khach hang nao,” Jasmine déu déu néi. “O day nhur mot cai nha xéc vay.”

“Uh-huh.” Nu cuoi cta Eric co lai.

“Mot nha xac V:fmg tanh khdng mdt cai xac,” ¢ ta ndird. “N6 con chét chde hon mbt cai nha xéc. Vi it ra nha xéc con ¢d...”

“Tét ca ching t6i déu da nhan thirc duoc tinh hinh rdi, cam on ¢6, Jasmine.” Eric ngit o1 ¢6 ngay. “Biéu ching ta can 1 giai phap.”
“Lam thé ndo dwa moi nguoi qua nhitng canh ctra kia?” Mot trong cac nha tur vin nhin ¢6 ma no canh ndi. “D6 1 van dé.”

“Lam thé nao dé khién ho tiép tuc dén cira hing?” tay kia néi ra chiéu dam chiéu.

Trdi oi! Toi trom nghil minh ciing ¢6 thé thanh nha tur vAn néu chi viée niic com 1€ va hoi nhimg cau hoan toan hién nhién nhur thé.

“Diém dic bidt trong ban hang ¢ day Ia gi?” tay thir nhat 1n6i. “Chéng gi ca,” ti noi, khong thé ngammiéng lau hon duoc nira. “Gia hang cuia chung t6i
gian ndo ciing thé thoi. Oi nhan tién, cc anh ¢6 thé bi dm hoac bi cai gi d6 roi vao dau néu mua sdm & day. Ching t6i can mdt dong hyc.”

Ca ba nguoi dan 6ng nhin t6i ngac nhién.

“Chuyén cong ching 4i ngai nguy hiém hién nhién 1 thir thach 16n nhét cho chiing ta,” tw vén vién thir nhét n6i, cau may. “Chiing ta can phai thay doi lai
vé ngoai tiéu cuc, tao ra mdt hinh anh tich cyc, khoe manh...” Tay nay hoan toan khong hi€u y minh

“Chuyén d6 khong quan trong!” t6i cét 10 anh ta. “Néu ching ta c6 thir gi d6 doc ddo, thir mi moi ngudi thire sy mudn, k1eu giho cling s& dén. Vidy
nhur hdi t6i séng & New York, t6i tirmg dén mot budi ban hang xin gidm gié trong mdt toa nha chd pha d&. Bén ngoai ¢ gin bién canh bao nhur CAM
VAO, NGUY HIEM, nhung t6i d& nghe dugc tin ho ¢6 gy Jimmy Choo voi gid giam 80 phin trim. Thé 1 t6i vao!”

“Ho c6 that 47 Jasmine noi, giat ndy nguoi.

“Khong,” t6i ndi day tiéc ré. “Hét sach rdi. Nhung toi dd tim duoc mdt chiée 4o khodc Gueci, ma chi co bay muroi do la!”

“C6 vao mdt toa nha chd phéa dd,” Eric tron mit nhin t6i, “chi vi mot doi giay?”

C6 diéu gi @6 mach bao t6i ring anh ta s& ching im nghé ndy duoc lau.

“Tat nhién! Va & d6 con ¢6 ca tréim cd gii nita. Vi thé néu ching ta c6 mdt céi gi d6 that tuyét va doc déo & The Look, ho s dén nhanh nhur dién! Thim
chi ngay ca khi tran c6 sap sap! Chang han nhu mot loat hang doi dau ctia cac nha thiét ké dang hot.”

Cho dén nay y tuong niy da nung néu trong dﬁq 61 khé 1au rdi. Tham chi tuin trude ti con thir ndi chuyén véi Brianna, truéng bo phan mua hang, vé
6. Nhung ¢6 ta chi gat dau va hoi liu ti c6 thé mang cho ¢6 ta mit cdi vay gin hat Iong lanh ctia Dolce ¢ s6 tamkhong, vi ¢6 ta t6i d6 dinh dén dyr
mot budi ra mat phim ma chiéc vay Versace do thi chat mong qua - t6i nghi gi day?

Chi ¢6 trdi méi biét Brianna kiém duoc vi trf ctia ¢6 ta nhu thé nao. Um, thyc ra ai cling biét. Boi vi ¢ ta 1 vo ctia Giorgio Laszlo va timg i ngudi méu.
Thong cdo bao chi hoi The Look md cira bao rang co ta du pham chat va ning lyc dé trd thanh trirong b phin mua hang vi ¢6 ta c6 “kién thirc va kinh
nghiém ctia mdt ngurdi trong nganh thoi trang”.

Thong cho d6 da khong noi thém, “that khong may, ¢6 ta ching c6 iy mot t bao na

“Hang doi dau... nha thiét ké...” Tay tur van thir nhit dang nguéch ngoac vao cudn sb nhd ctia anh ta. “Chiing ta nén néi chuyén voi Briana vé vu nay. Ba
ay s€ lién h¢ duoc vai ngurdi phi hop.”

“T6i tin réng hién tai ba Ay dang di nghi,” Eric n6i. “Véi ngai Laszlo.”

“Thé thi, chés khi ba Ay vé. Ching ta s& phat trién y twéng do.” Tay tur vin déng sap s lai. “Ta di tiép ndo.”
R6i ho sai bude di, va t6i chd cho dén khi ho di khuét sau chd & méi gam gir buc tirc.

“Sao thé?” Jasmine ndi, ¢o ta lai nim won ra sofa cAm dién thoai nhin tin cho ai do.

“Ho s& chiang im nén tro tréng gi d4u! Vai tuan nita Brianna moi vé, m déng ndo thi ¢6 ta ciing vo phuong ctru chita. Ho s& chi hop hanh va néi
chuyén... va trong ic d6 thi ctra hang nay tiéu timg,”

“C6 quan tAm lam gi?”’ Jasmine nhim vai tho o.



Sao ¢6 ta lai c6 thé khoanh tay nhin mdt co nghiép sup d6 ma khong immot cai gi d6?
“T6i quan tAm boi vi... boi vi dy 1 noi toi im viée! N6 ¢6 thé thanh cong!”
“Thire té di, Becky. Khong nha thiét ké nao lai di mudn ra it mot loat hing doc ¢ day.”

“Brianna c6 thé goi dién nhé gitp dd,” t6i phén ddi. Y i, c0 ta timg | ngudi méu cho Calvin Klein, Versace... Tom Ford... 6 ta ¢6 thé thuyét phyc
mot trong s6 d6, ding khdng? Troi oi, gid ma t6i ¢ mdt ngudi ban 1 nha thiét ke ndi tiéng...” Toi ngung lai gitta cau.

Tur tir d4. Sao minh khong nghii ra nhi?

“Sao thé?” Jasmine ngudc kén.

“Toi thue s quen mot nha thiét ké,” t6i ndi. “T6i quen Danny Kovitz! Ching ta c6 thé nhd anh ta laim gi d6.”
“Chi quen Danny Kovitz?” Trong Jasmine ¢6 vé hoai nghi. “Hay chi vo tinh gip anh ta mot lan?”

“T6i quen anh ta that! Hoi toi & New York anh ta tirmg sng ¢ tAng trén toi. Anh ta da thiét ké vay cudi cho 61, toi khong thé ngan minh n6i thém mdt
cach tur man.

That i tuyét, c6 mdt ngudi ban ndi tiéng, Toi quen Danny tir hdi anh chura I ai ca. Trén thuc & t6i da gitip anh ¢6 dwoc ¢t dot pha dau tién. Va gio anh
trd thanh cuc cung cua nganh thoi trang quoc t€! Anh tirng lam viée tai Vogue va cac trang phuc anh thiét ké duoc nhén giai Oscar va dua thir. Thang
trude anh wira tra 101 phong van to Women’s Wear vé bd suu tdp moi nhat, va anh n6i bd do duge thiét ké dya trén cach hi€u ctia anh vé sy suy tan cua
nén van minh.

Toi khong tin 161 ndo trong d6. D6 hin 1 thir anh da quing ra vao phit chét nhd mdt ddng ghim bang, ca phé den va ai d6 khau voi lai cho anh.

Nhung chiing sao. Mot dong thoi trang doc déo hiéu Danny Kovitz s& trd nén siéu ndi tiéng. L& ra minh nén nghil dén diéu nay tir trrde rdi méi phéi.
“Néu chi biét Danny Kovitz thi goi dién cho anh ta di,” Jasmine thach thirc. “Ngay bay gio.”

C0 ta khong tin t6i sao?

“Puoc thoi, t6i s& goi!” toi rit dién thoai ra, tim s6 di dong ctia Danny va goi.

Su that thi, kha lau 101 t0i chua n6i chuyén véi Danny. Nhung ching sao, ching t6i da cung nhau trai qua rét nhiéu chuyén khi toi séng & New York, va
chiing t6i ludn gan bé nhu thé. Téi mot lic - nhung khong ai tra 104, chi mdt tieng bip. Co 1€ anh bi mat may va hily moi cude goi hoac gi do.

“C6 van dé a?” Jasmine nhuréng mot bén 1ong miy hoan héo.

“Dién thoai anh 4y khong hoat dong,” t6i diém finh néi. “Toi s& goi s6 vin phong.” Toi bém’s(') tong dai quoc t&, hoi s6 cong ty Danny Kovitz va goi. Gioy
¢ New York dang la khoang chin rudi sang, c6 nghia khong ¢6 nhiéu co' hoi la Danny da dén, trir phi anh ta vira thirc thiu dém 6 van phong. Nhung to1
c6 thé dé lai o1 nhan.

“Cong ty Danny Kovitz xin nghe,” mit giong nam tra 1oi. “Tdi c6 thé gitip duogc g khong?”

“Oi, xin chao!” t6i n6i. “Toi | Becky Brandon, thdi con géi i Bloomwood. Téi mubn n6i chuyén véi Danny Kovitz.”

“Xin héy giit méy,” giong d6 ndi mdt cach nhi nhin. Mot kiéu giai diéu rap nao ddy 4m amdd vao mang nhi toi trong mot It - rdi dén mot giong nix
hoan hi vang Ién trong dién thoai.

“Chao mimg dén v6i cau lac bd nhing ngudi him md Dannv Kovitz! Dé ding ky thanh vién ddy du, xin bAm phim mbt...”

Oi gioi dét oi. Toi tat méy va goi sb tong dai cong ty lan nita, tranh c4i nhin ctia Jasmine.

“Cong ty Danny Kovitz xin nghe. Téi c6 thé giop duoc gi khong?”

“Chao, t6i 3 mdt ngudi ban cii, rat thin ctia Danny,” t6i ndi vin tit. “Xin chuyén méy cho t6i t6i trg Iy ¢4 nhén ctia anh 4y.”

Diéu rap lai am am trong tai t6i, rdi mdt giong ni ct Ién, “Vin phong riéng ctia Danny Kovitz, Carol dang nghe, t0i c6 thé gitp thé nao day?”

“Chao Carol!” t61 n6i theo kiéu than thiéninh. “T6i 1a ban cti cia Danny va ndy gio toi van ¢ lién lac vi anh 4y qua dién thoai di dong nhung n6 khong
hoat ddng. Liéu c6 c6 thé cho t6i gap anh ay dugc khong? Hodc cho t6i d¢ lai 161 nhan?”

“Tén chi 147 Carol ndi, nghe giong hoai nghi.

“Becky Brandon. Thoi con gai la Bloonwood.”



“Va lidu ong Ay c6 thé biét chi ¢ quan hé thé nao khong?”

“Tét nhién! Ching t6i 1 ban!”

“Puoc 10, t6i s& chuyén i nhén ctia c6 cho éng Kovitz...”

Dot nhién t6i nghe théy mot giong quen thudc, loang thoang vong vao dién thoai tir ngoai, “Toi can mdt lon Diet Coke, OK?”
Do 1a Danny!

“Anh 4y dang & do6, ding khong?” t6i kéu Ién. “Toi vira nghe tiéng anh dy! C6 ¢6 thé cho t6i gip nhanh Ién dugc khong? Noi thit 1 t6i chi mudn noi
chuyén that nhanh...”

“Ong Kovitz dang... hop,” Carol noi. “Chéc chin ti s& chuyén 161 nhén ctia ¢, ¢6 Broom. Camon vi da goi.” Pién thoai tt im
Toi tit méy, cau dién nguoi. C6 ta s& khong chuyén gi ca, ding khong? Tham chi c6 ta con khong ghi lai s dién thoai ciia toi nira
“Thé,” Jasmine, ngudi iy gio' van quan sat ndly gid, noi. “Ban than that ha?”

“Ding thé,” t6i buc bdi ndi.

OK. Nghi xemnao. Phai c6 cach nao d6 gip duoc anh 4y chir. Phai ¢6..

Cho chit.

T6i lai qudr quang tim cai dién thoai va goi tong dai quic té. “Xin chio,” toi néi vi dién thoai vién. “Tén 1 Kovitz, dia chi i Khunha Apple Bay, dudng
Fairview, Foxton, Connecricur. C6 ¢6 thé ndi may thang cho t6i khong,..?”

Vai phit sau ¢6 tiéng tra 1oi. “A 162

“Xin chao, bac Kovitz!” t6i ndi theo kiéu quyén rii nhét ¢6 thé. “Chéu i Becky. Becky Bloomwood? Bac nhé chéau khong a?”

Toi lic nao ciing quy me cua Danny. Ching t6i tan gAu nhirng chuyén cii mot cach vui vé, rdi ba hoi toi du thir v& dira bé con t6i hoi ba vé nhitng khu
vuon doat giai thurong, va cau chuyén ket thiic bang viée ba bay rd s tirc gian thay cho t6i trude cai cach ma nhn vién ctia Danny doi xir voi t61, dac
biét khi t6i chinh 1 ngurdi dau tién gioi thiéu cac mau cta anh dén chuoi cira hang Barneys (cai nay thi la t6i nhac ba, chi lam nhur tinh c& th6i), va hira s&
bat Danny goi cho toi.

Va ding hai phit theo nghia den sau khi ching t6i n6i chuyén xong, di dong ciia t6i d6 chudng,

“Chao Becky! Me t6 noi la cau goi?”

“Danny.” Toi khong thé kiém ché bin mot cai liéc mit dic thing vé phia Jasmine. “Oi trdi oi, phai dén hang thé ky r6i khong gip. Dao niy sao ri?”

“Té dang rat tuyét! Trir viéc vira bi ba gia oanh tac cho mot bai. Lay Cha!” Giong Danny nghe 6 vé run rdy. “Me & thi cir, “Con dimg c6 ma tré it
voi ban be, chang trai tré, Con t6 thi cir, ‘Me dang ndi cai gi the?” Roi me 6 lai...”

“Trg Iy clia cau khong chuyén may cho t6,” t6i giai thich. “Ho tudng t& 1 fan ctia cau. Hay mot ké bam dudi hay gi gi ddy.
“Té thuc s ¢6 ké bam dudi ddy.” Danny nghe c6 vé kha tur hao vé ban than. “Hién tai ¢6 hai ngudi, ca hai déu tén 1a Joshua. Thé c6 dién khong?”
“Cha!” t6i khong thé khong cam thiy 4n tuong, cho di t6i biét minh khong nén nhur thé. “Thé.... hién tai cau c6 ké hoach gi khong?”

“T¢ dang danh thoi gian hoén thanh bo suu tap mdi,” anh ndi bang giong diu dang dugc luyén tip k§. “T6 dang ti thé hign toan b an séng Vién Pong
Ngay bay gio thi t& dang & giai doan hinh thanh y trdng, Thu thip cam hirng ttr bén ngoai, dai loai the.”

Anh khong dia dau. “Thu thap cam himg tir bén ngoai” ¢6 nghia | “Di nghi va ‘phé thude” trén bii bién”.

“A, t¢ chi dang ban khoan,” t6i n6i nhanh. “Cau ¢6 thé giiip t6 mdt viée In khong? Céu c6 thé am mot dong thiét ké doi ddu nho nhé cho cira hing t&
dang Iam vi€c tai London khong? Hay tham chi mdt céi hang ddc thoi cling dugc.”

“O1,” anh noi, va t6i c6 thé nghe thiy tiéng anh bat lon mrdc. “Tat nhién roi. Khi nao?”
Ha! Minh biét ring anh 4y s& dong y ma.
“Um... sém duoc khong?”” Tay 6 im ddu hiéu cdu may nin. “Vai tuln tdi duge khong? Cau c6 thé dén London thim thi. Ching ta s& vui nd trdi!”

“Becky, t& khong biét nira...” Anh dimg lai top mot ngum, va t6i trong trong ra anh trong mot van phong sanh dicu, ué oai trén chiéc ghé cong so, mic
mot trong sO6 mAy cai quan jeans tir doi thirong ¢o ma anh van mic d6. “Té da n lich di Vien BPong 161...”



“Mot hom t& da trong thiy Jude Law,” t61 Bm bo tur nhién ndi. “Anh ta séng gin chd ching t6 phét.
Imfing.

“Hay c6 khi t6 ¢6 thé tat qua,” cubi cing Danny n6i. “London ciing trén dudng t6i Théi Lan, nhi?”
Hura! Minh hoan toan dugc KINH PHUC.

Jasmine hau nhu khong n6i 1bi ndo trong sudt thoi gian con ai ciia ngty hom do, chi khong nglmg nhin 0 bang anh mat kinh né. Con Eric thi hoan toan b
an tuong khi nghe tin t6i da lam duoc mot vai “tién trién tich cuc cho du an”, nguyén vén anh noi.

Néu ching toi chi can ¢6 vai khéch hang thdi thi viée nay ciing khong dén ndi 6. Lac quan ma n6i, viée ching toi chéing ¢6 gi dé im da cho ti thoi gian
dé doc so tap chi Pregnancy (Mang thai) moi.

“Nay, dién thoai trong tui chi reo kia,” Jasmine ndi, khi c6 ra khéi khu vuc 18 tan. “N6 kéu subt ngay, thuc ra la thé.”
“Cam on vi da bao cho t6i!” t6i n6i mdt cach cham biém. T6i voi dén ban minh, gidt Ay dién thoai va bét kén.

“Becky!” giong me phén khich vang Ién. “Cubi ciing ciing giip duoc con! Thé, con yéu, béac si phu san ndi tiéng 4y thé nao? Moi ngurdi mong ngéng
muon biet qua! Co Janice ctr hét ra lai vao ca ngay nay!”

“Oi phai. Chd con chiit...” Toi dong cira rdi ngdi xubng ghé ctia minh, rép nbi cac suy nghi lai. “Um.. that 14 tuyét! Me doan duoc gi khong, con gip mot
c6 Bond girl trong phong cho day!”

“Bond girl co a!”” Me hit that sau. “Janice, c6 c6 nghe thiy khong? Becky gip mdt ¢ dong cap véi diép vién 007 trong phong cho!”
“Va chd d6 dang yéu lim, con s& sinh con toan dién trong nurd, ho con tang con chao mirmg gdm toan thé di spa mién phi...”
“Tuyét qua di mét!” me n6i. “Va d6 1 mot co gii tot chir? Co béc sidy?”

“Rét t6t.” Toi dimg lai mbt chiit, di binh thén ndi thém. “C6 Ay 1a ban gai cii ctia Luke. Thé ¢6 tring hop khong?”

“Ban géi cli?”” Giong me hoi thét 1én. “Y con gi hd, ban gii cli?”’

“Me biét ma! Chi | mdt c6 ma anh 4y hen ho ca thé ky trude. Hoi & Cambridge.”

Péu kia king di.

“C6 4y hip dan khong?” me noi.

That tinh.

“Cb 4y ciing kha hap dan. Nhung con ching thiy lién quan gi.”

“Tét nhién i khong, con yéu.” C6 mdt khoang im king 16 thé va toi chéc minh nghe thiy me thi thim gi d6 véi Janice. “Con ¢6 biét visao ¢ ta va Luke
chia tay khong?” me dot ngdt hoi.

“Khong, con khong biét.”
“Con d4 bao gio hoi Luke chwra?”
“Me,” t0i n6i, cb ging giir kién nhan. “Luke va con dang c6 mdt cude hon nhan diy yén tim, tin twéng, Con khong dinh tra hoi anh 4y, dugc chura a?”

Me ngfil t6i nén im gi chif, phéit cho Luke mt bang cau h6i 42 Y i B, t0i biét hoa ra bd i ciing ¢6 mdt qué khir honh tréng hon bét cir ai c6 thé ngd
(chuyén tinh v6i ¢6 nhan vién tau; dira con cua tinh yéu bi mét, ham rau ghi dong quyen rii). Nhung Luke khong phai nhur the, t6i bit anh khong nhur the.

“Ma di sao thi chuyén do ciing lu Bim rdi,” t6i ndi thém, nghe ¢6 vé phan bac hon nhiéu so voi du dinh. “Va ¢6 4y c6 ban trai rdi.”

“Meg khong biét nita, Becky con yéu.” Me thot Ién gay git. “Con c6 chac day B mot y hay khong? Vo mang thai c6 thé 1a khoang thoi gian... t€ nhj ddi
voi dan 6ng, Trd lai khdm & cho quy 6ng béc sitir t€ kia thi sao?”

Pén day thi toi bat ddu cam thiy hoi b xtic pham. Me dang nghi gi vy, ring t6i khong thé git ndi chong minh u?
“Bay i bon con kham & chd Venetia,” t6i buéng binh n6i. “Moi chuyén dau da vao d6 roi.”

“Oi thoi duge, con yéu, néu con chic chin. Céi gi thé Janice?” Pau ddy bén kia co tiéng i v nho nhé. “Janice ndi c6 phai con d gip Halle Berry
khong?”



“Khong, 1 ¢6 moi co. Céi cd téc vang vo dich truot pa tanh 4y. Me, con phéi clip may ddy. C6 mot cude goi chd. Cho con giri tinh yéu dén moi nguoi
nhé. Tam biét!” Toi ngat dién thoai va mdt gidy sau n6 lai d6 chuong,

“Bex! Minh ¢6 goi cho cdu ca ngay nay! Tinh hinh thé no?” Suze tubn mdt trang phén khich qua dién thoai. “Ké minh nghe moi thir di. Cau s& sinh con
trong nurde kiéu Thai chir?”

“C6 & thé!” Toi khong thé ngiin minh cudi. “Oi Suze oi, tuyét im dy! Cau duge mét xa thin the, mét xa chén tay, da thé minh con dugc gap mdt Bond
girl, mit ring paparazzi dang chd san ngodi ctra va bon minh con duge chyp anh cling nhau nita! T va ¢d ay s€ xuat hién trén to& Hello!”

12>

“Tuyét ¢l méo!”” Giong Suze cao kn dén choi tai. “Trdi oi, minh ghen ti qué di mt. Gity minh mudn ¢6 bau thémmot dira nita, dé dén do sinh.” cau s&
khong sinh con & trung tam ay daw,” t6i gidi thich. “Cau s& di kham thai & do, nhung c6 ay lién két voi Bénh vién Cavendish.”

“Cavendish co a? Cai bénh vién toan giuong doi va cé ca thue don ruou sao?”
‘U Toi khong thé ngan ndi mdt nu cudi t mn.
“Cau that may min, Bex a! Con Venetia Carter thi thé nao?”

“Co Ay tuyét im! C6 4y tré trung, sanh diéu, co du y twdng hay ho vé chuyén sinh con, va...” tdi ngan ngai. “Va c¢6 dy 1 ban géi cii ctia Luke. Ngac
nhién chua?”

“C6 4y... sao co?” Giong Suze nghe nhur ¢6 khong thé tin vao tai minh.
“Co éy 1a ex ctia Luke. Ho hen ho thoi con hoc ¢ Cambridge.”

“Cau sép c6 mit dira con duge ban gai cii ctia Luke d dé?”

Trudc tién 1 me, gid lai dén Suze. Moi ngudi im sao thé nhi?

“U'” t6i ngoan ¢b n6i. “Sao khong chir? Chuyén da bao nhiéu nim rdi va chi dién ra trong vong ndm phut. Gidr ¢6 4y da gin bo voi ngudi khéc rdi. Co
van dé gi chir?”

“Chi la ¢ vé hoi... ky cuc, cau khong thiy thé sao?”’

“Ky cuc gidau! Suze, chiing ta da thanh ngudi lon hét rdi. Tt ca ching ta déu da trudng thanh, cong an viée im hét réi. Minh nghi ching ta c6 thé bo
qua mdt vai con say ning cii v& van, ding khong?”

“Nhung minh muon n6i 13, ¢d ay s€. .. cdu biet ma! Thoc vao ngudi cau.”

Suy nghi nay ciing da vut qua dau toi roi. Nhung m, ching 18 nhu thé lai t& hon dé ong Braine thoc vao ngudi sao? Noi thét Ia toi ching mlép toan b
chuyén sinh dé nay xdy ra chit nao. Toi dang gan nhu hy vong ngudi ta s€ sang cheé ra mit thict bi thay the sinh dé nao d6 trude khi toi lam bon.

“Chéc minh hoang tudng rdil”” Suze ndi. “Minh timg gip ex ctia Tarkie...”
“Tarquin ma ciing c6 ex?”” Toi kinh ngac ndi, trude khi nhan ra cau ndy nghe c6 vé thé nio.
“Flissy Menkin. Gia toc Menkin ving Somerset 4y?”

“Tat nhién rdi,” t6i ni, nhur thé t6i biét gia toc Menkin ving Somerset 4y i cai gi vdy. Nghe nhu nhan hiéu binh st viy. Hodc mdt cin bénh dang lan
tran.

“Niam ngoai minh biét ¢6 ta s& dén dy mdt dam cudi, va ding 1a minh da mét mdt tuan lién dé chuén bi. Ma ddy 1 cham tran c6 méc quan 4o nhé!”

“Thé thi, minh s& wax thit k§ vimg bikini,” t6i vui vé n6i. “Va c6 khi s& de md ubn. Van dé I, ¢o Ay 1 bac sisan gioi nhdt mrdc! Bén gior thi ¢o Ay hin
da quen voi vide d6 1di, cau khong nghi thé sao?”

“Minh mong I thé.”” Suze van ¢6 vé nghi ngd. “Nhung di sao... Bex, néu minh | cdu minh s& chudn théng luén. Quay lai chd béc si cii kia di.”
“Minh khong mudn chudn thiang,” Téi cam thdy mubn dam chidn mdt c4i. “Va minh hoan toan tin twong Luke,” toi ndi thém nhur mot ¥ vira ny ra.
“Tét nhién!” Suze voi n6i. “Tat nhién cau tin twong Luke. Thé... Luke chia tay v6i 6 ta trude hay B nguoc lai?”

“Minh khong biét
“Anh 4y chua néi véi ciu sao?”

“Minh van chira hoi! Chéng lién quan gi!” Suze bat dau hanh ha t6i bang du cau hoi. “Biét sao khong, trong quéa chio mirg ctia minh ¢6 kem dudng



Creamde la Mer déy,” t6i ndi dé danh lac huréng 6. “Ca mdt thé mién phi & resort Champneys nita!”
“Oii.” Suze 1é Ién. “Cau c6 duoc moi ai di kém khong?”’

Toi khong dinh dé Suze va me kim minh phét hodng. Ho chéing biét gi ca! Toi va Luke c6 mdt mdi quan hé hoan toan 6n dinh, tin tuéng, Ching t0i dang
ctng nhau cé mot dira con. Toi thay hoan toan an tim

Trén dudng vé nha ngdy hom do ti tat vao Hollis Franklin théit nhanh, chi dé xem do lanh cho tré con. Hollis Franklin B mot cira hang thit sang trong,
c6 chimg chi ctia Hoang gia va c6 vé nhur chinh Nit hoang cling mua sam ¢ day! Toi sung swéng nhin ngam nhitng loai vai voi mat do soi khac nhau ca
tiéng dong ho va mai bay gio toi moi vé dén nha. Luke dang ¢ trong bép, udng bia va xem thoi su.

“Chao anh!” ti néi, dit my cai tii mua hang xubng, “Emmua cho con vai tim ga ciia ctra hang Hollis Franklin!” ti kéo ra mdt tim ga bé xiu dé trai

trén girong cii, bon goc théu ngh. “DE thirong khong anh?”

“Rét dep,” Luke n6i, xem xét. ROi anh thiy thé gid va tai mit. “Chiia oi. Emda tra ngin ndy, dé mua mot cai ga tré ema?”

“Déy | nhing cai tot nhat,” t6i giai thich. “Ching loai bdn trim soi vai trén mdt inch vudng [1]!”

[1]. S6 lwong soi ngang doc trén mdt inch vudng (thread count) cang cao thi vai cang mém, va do d6 cang dit. Thong thudng, con sO nay voi vai trai
giurong co th§ namtir 80 dén 70(), tuy nhién chi s6 cao hon 380 dugc cho chi 1a két qua ctia mdt meo clia nha sén xuat: xoan hai soi theo mdt cach nao
donang chi so thread count Ién gap doi.

“Con minh can loai bdn trim sao? Embiét 1 né s& tré ra hét méy céi ga 46 ma?”

“Con minh s& khong bao gioy tré ra mot c4i ga Hollis Franklin!” t6i n6i, buc boi. “N6 hiéu biét hon thé nhiéu.” Toi v v bung, “Bing khong, con yéu?”
Luke d4o mét. “Néu em da n6i thé thi thoi.”” Anh dat cai ga xudng. “Con cai tii to hon kia 1 gi thé?”

“Ga girong hop b danh cho ching ta. Vo chéin 1ong vii s& dén riéng sau, ca vo gbi nita, ngay khi kho c6 hing...” Toi ngung lai trurde nét miit se ctia
anh.

“Luke, ching ta s& dat giwong ciii clia con trong phong ngli ching ta. Phai twong tmg!”
“Tuong ung?”
“Tét nhién!”

“Bteck,y, néi that 1a...” Tuke dirng 101, rm‘u} hinh ti vi 161 kéo su chuy ctia anh. “Tir tir d4, 1a Malcolm.” Anh cho to tiéng Ién va t6i tan dung co hoi 8 nhét
miy tam ga Hollis Franklin ra sau ctra, giau & d6 thi c6 1§ Luke s& quén ching di.

Malcolm 12 CEO ctia Arcodas, 6ng ta dang dugc phong van trong phin tin kinh doanh vé chuyén sao 6ng ta lai tham gia d4u thiu mua mot cong ty hang
khong, Luke chim chi xem, tay cam bia.

“Ong ta nén ngimg c4i dong tic ngd ngan bang tay dy di,” t6i n6i, ciing xem doan phong van. “Trong ong ta thuc sur ngwong nghiu. Ong ta nén di hoc
cach xuat hién trén bao dai.”

“Ong 4y da thyc sy di tap hudn r6i ddy,” Luke noi.

“Thé thi 16p do tht v6 van. Anh nén tim ngudi khac.” Téi c6i do khoac, wirt 1én mot hiéc ghé va xoa bop doi vai dang dau ran.
“Lai ddy, em yéu,” Luke néi khi dé y thiy. “Dé anh lam cho.”

Toi kéo ghé lai ngdi xudng trrdc mét anh, va anh bét dau xoa bop dam co cang cimg ciia toi.

“Luke, emnhd ra chuyén nay,” t6i n6i, vin xem Malcolm. “Tain lic ndo ciing néi véi anh nhur thé a7”

Nhitng ngon tay ctia Luke dimg lai ngay tirc khic. “Nhur thé nao?”

“Céi kiéu 6ng ta n6i voi anh trong 6 t6 hom qua 4y. Ong ta that kho chiu!”

“P6 chi 1 phong cach lam in ctia ong Ay thoi. Arcodas c6 mdt vin hoa lam viée khac.”

“Nhung nhu thé thét kinh khing!”

“A, don gian I bon anh s& phai quen véi diéu do.” Giong Luke ¢6 vé hoi tir vé& va buc minh. “Gioy bon anh dang choi véi miy ong I6n rdi. Pon gian 1 ai
cling phai...” Anh ty ngung loi.

“Phai sao co?” t6i xoay ¢d, cd ging thiy duoc nét mét anh.



“Khong ¢6 g, Luke ndi sau mot Iat. “Anh chi... dang cb sdp xép suy nghi. Thoi khong n6i chuyén nay nita.” Anh hon kén dinh dau toi. “Vai em d& hon
chura?”

“P& hon mot triéu Ian rdi. Camon anh.”

Toi dimg day, rot cho minh mdt cde nuée cam-quét va chuyén kénh ti vi sang The Simpsons. Trong lic y Luke iy o Evening Standard va bt dau it
lat. Mot bat qua 6 liu dat trén ban, va ching t6i chuyén qua chuyén lai cho nh

Thé déy, khong t6t sa0? Chi mdt bubi t0i yén tinh t6t lnh & nha.. Chi hai ching t0i, ciing nhau thur giéin trong mbi quan h¢ on dinh ctia minh. Khong nghi
v ddmban gai cli hay bat ctr gi twong tu.

Trén thue té, t6i thiy rét thoai mai, c6 18 t6i s& khoi chuyén nay. Chi ndi kiéu binh thuong thoi. D& bang cach ndo d6 chimg to minh khong quan tim
“Thé... chéc anh phai thiy hom qua ky la Eim,” t6i vui vé n6i. “Tinh c& gip lai Venetia sau ngin 4y nim”

“Uh-huh.” Luke git dau lo dang.

“Sao anh va ¢ 4y lai chia tay?” t6i van vui vé n6i. “Chi td md thoi.”

“C6 troi moi biét duoe.” Luke nhin vai. “Lau Bim rdi ma.”

Thiy chura? Chuyén d6 xay ra liu dén mirc anh ching nhé ndi niva. D6 I cd str roi. Toi thure sy khong quan tim xem ny chi tiét chét tiét do cu thé 1
gl. Tot hon, t6i nén noi chuyén gi d6 khac. Chuyén hién tai hay gi day.

“Anh yéu c6 4y khong?” t6i nghe thiy minh noi.

“Yéu a?” Luke bat cudi mot tiéng. “Hoi d6 bon anh con sinh vién.”

T6i chér anh md rong chii dé ndy - nhung anh chi 1t 1t & bdo va cau may nhin mot tit bai.
D6 khong phai ki cau tra 104, “Hoi d6 bon anh con sinh vién” khong phai B mdt cau tra 1o

Toi mo miéng dinh doi anh giai thich “Céu d6 c6 nghia 14 gi?” Nhung 10i nghi lai, t6i ]icf:n ngam vao. Thit 16 bich. T6i chira timg gip Venetia Carter cho
dén tan hom qua - vay ma me va Suze da khién t6i trd nén hoan toan hoang tudng, Tat nhién anh chua tirng yéu

Toi khong dinh hoi anh thém gi nita v& mdi quan hé ctia ho. T6i tham chi con khong dinh nghii thém gi. Chii dé nay chinh thire khép lai.
TRAC NGHIEM NGAN DANH CHO LUKE BRANDON

1. Anh c6 thé md ta mdi quan hé minh ting c6 v6i ban gai cii Venetia Carter thé nio?
(a) Lang man say ddm kiéu Romeo/Juliet

(b) Chan chét di dugc

(c) Toi chura tirng thure sy thich ¢ ta

(d) Co ta deo bamtoi

2.N6i chung, anh thich tén ctia céc ¢ gii bt dau bang chit nio hon?

@R

(b) B

©

(d) Khong biét

3. Anh d3 yéu bao gio chira? Néu rdi thi véi bao nhiéu ngudi?

(a) Vo anh va chi vo anh, vi ¢6 4y day cho anh biét tinh yéu dich thuc 1a gl

(b) C6 ban gi ngao man Sacha ctia anh, con khén d an trom céi va li

(c) C6 ban gai tir thoi sinh vién Venetia, cai c6 anh da say ning mot thoi gian ngin nhung chura timg nhéc dén ¢6 ta, thé thi imsao ¢ chuyén anh yéu
¢0 ta duoc?



(d) Co khac

4. Anh thdy mdt méi toc dai do thé nao?
(a) Hoi ndi bt va huénh hoang khoe khoang qua
(b) Mét qua

(Xin 14t trang ké tiép)
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Chwong 7

T6i khong thire su dinh dua mdt bang cau hoi cho Luke. Trén thire té, t6i da quing n6 vao thimg réc vi nhidu Iy do, cu thé 1a:

1. Ching t6i dang c6 mdt cudc hon nhan trudng thinh va tin ciy Jan nhau, m ngudi ra khong tra hoi nhau xem thich téc mau gi.

2. Anh s& ching bao gidr c6 thoi gian im hét cau hoi (dic biét B phin “miéu ta cdc phim chit ma ban ngudng md nhit & vo' ban trong vong nim tram
).

3. Toi 6 nhidu viéc quan trong dé suy nghit hon nhi¢u. Hom nay Suze va toi sap di mdt hoi cho do baby lon tai Farls Court, ¢6 nhitmg niim trim gian
hang, cong thém d6 mién phi, mdt show thoi trang me-va-bé, va bg suru tap xe noi 16n nhat chau Au tirng duge trung bay trong mot toa nha!


http://ebookfull.net

Khi t6i xudng tau dién ngam di thiy hang doan ngudi d6 vé phia cac 16i vao. Ca doi ti chura timg thiy nhidu xe ddy tré em dén thé, m déy a ching t6i
con chura vao dén noi!

“Bex!”

Toi quay lai thiy Suze, dang méic mdt b vay dé trén vai va ung mau I ma tuyét dep, tay giit chiéc xe ndi kép. Wilftid va Clementine trong ciing thit
duyén dang trong nhitng chiéc mii ké soc dang yéu nhat tran doi.

“Chao!” t6i voi tién dén va 6m co thim thiét. “Thé ndy khong tuyét sao?”’

“Minh da mua vé cho bon minh ddy...” C6 luc tung tdi Ién. “Mdi vé kém theo mdt thé udng sira Fic mién phi

“Hom nay Tarquin trong Ermie a7”’

“Khong, me minh dang chiimné. Ho s& c6 mot ngly dang yéu bén nhau,” Suze triu mén n6i thém “Me minh chuén bi day n6 cach vat long g 161
Khong chi mdi Tarquin. Ca nha Suze déu i nhimg ngudi cue ky ky cuc.

Khi ching t6i vao dén hoi chg, t6i khong thé ngin minh hd hée mém. Chd nay that hoanh trang, Vay quanh t6i 1 nhing tim hinh ¢& dai chup cac embé,
nhitng gian hang séc s va cac PG dimg dua cho chung t6i gio mua hang. Nhac phim The Lion King phat ra tir loa, va m6t chi hé di ca kheo dang tung
hirng nhitng qua chudi lam bang bot bien.

. Suze ndi kiéu cong chuyén khi ching t6i hoa vao dong ngudi, “cau d lén danh sach chua?”

“Danh sach?”” t6i mo hd nhéc lai. Toi khong thé thoi nhin xung quanh vao nhitng chiéc xe ndi ctia moi ngudi va xem thir tiii va quén o baby hét cai nay
deén caikia. Vai nguoi mim cuoi khi thay Wilfrid va Clementine, ngoi canh nhau véi doi mat mau thién thanh sang, va t6i cuoi lai day tu hao.

“Danh sach d6 em bé 4y,” Suze kién nhin néi. Cau con cin mua gi nira?” C6 luc loi trong céi phong bi dung vé. “Day rdi. Danh sach nhitng thir cn thiét
cho mot dira tré mai sinh. Cau da ¢é may khir tring chwra?”

“O... chwra.” Mit t6i vAn dang d4n vao mdt chiéc xe ndi c6 mui in hoa tiét chim bi tuyét voi. DAy cai ndy di doc dwong Kings thi chéc sanh diéu im day.
“Thé gbi do khi cho bii?”

“Chua.”

“Cau c6 dinh ding dung cu vt sita dién khong?

“f ¢.” T6i hoi nhéin mit. “Co can phai thé khong? Ofi, nhin kia, ho ban ca bt cao bdi mini!”

“Bex...” Suze doi cho dén khi t6i quay lai. “Céu cling biét la c6 con 6 y nghia hon nhiéu so v6i mua quéan 4o cho né, ding khong? Cau thire sy dang 6
nhirng... ky vong thue t& day chu?”

“Minh ¢6 nhing ky vong hoan toan thue té'!j’ 61 n6i, hoi buc. “Va minh sip mua moi thir trong danh sach d6 day. Minh s& 1 ngudi me dwoc chudn bi
day dd nhat tir trude dén nay. Bindo, bat dau thoi”

Khi ching t6i di doc theo 161 giita cc gian hang, dAu t6i quay ngang quay ngira hét bén ny lai bén kia. T6i chua ting thiy nhidu may moc thé bao gio..
ca quan 4o tré em... va dd choi nhin cue ky dé throng nita..

“Cau s& can mot ghé dé cho con ngdi trén 6 t0,” Suze n6i. “Mot sb gin ¢d dinh vao xe, mdt sb c6 banh xe dé day...”
“OK.” Toi hor hitng gat dau. Noi that i t61 khong thé hio himg nhur thé véi miy ci ghé cho tré emngdi 6 6.

“Va nhin ny, ddy 1 hé thng méay khir tring kém binh sira,” Suze n6i. CO dirng lai bén gian hang cua Avent va Ty mot 1o roi. “Ho 6 loai ding vi song...
loai chay dién.... ngay ca khi cau dinh cho con b, cu van can vit sita...

T6i bi hit vao mdt gian hing mang tén Disco Baby. “Suze nay!” t6i ngit 101 ¢6. “Dd giit 4m chan cho con!”
“Pring.” C6 gt dau. “Cau mudn mua loai may khir tring bon binh hay sau binh hay...”
“Va ¢4 cai trong Fic hinh nhimg qua cau Bp lanh xinh xinh nita kia! Suze, nhin kia!”

“Oi trdi oi.” Suze bat cudi. “Minh phai mua cho hai nhéc sinh doi mdi duge.” C6 bo 1 roi clia Avent ddy, nim ly ddy xe dédy n6 tién t6i. O d6 co
nhirng chiéc 40 cotton “disco girl” va “disco boy”, va nhitng chiéc mil béng chy xinh nhat qua dat.

“Minh chi udc gi biét duge minh dang mang thai con trai hay gai,” toi n6i, nhit mot cai vay hong ti xiu én va min mé n6 day khao khat.

“Céu da thir xem bang x4c dinh con trai con gii ciia ngudi Trung Hoa ¢d chura?” Suze néi.



“Roi. N6 néi minh ¢6 con trai.”
“Con trai!” Mat Suze sang bung,

2

“Nhung rdi minh lai tim duoc mot website tén  “ Analyse Your Cravings [Phén tich céc mong mudn ciia ban]” mé theo n6 thi minh lai sép sinh con g
Toi thé dai that vong, “Minh chi muon biet.”

Trong Suze c¢6 vé bdi rdi, 101 voi iy mdt cai mii. “Mua cai ndy di vay. N6 1 d6 unisex.”

Toi mua cai mil, mot doi gidy tre con bong loang tuyét dep va mot ao choang tAm mini hiéu Groove Baby. Tai quiy hang tlep theo t01 mua mot cai khan
tim bién cho baby, mot tAm chdn néing mini, va mot cai dién thoai di dong diéu khién tir xa ghu Pooh. Noi thét Ia toi bt dau thiy ning gi6 1di, nhung
Suze cir nhit hét thir nay dén thir kia cho vao céi xe ndi doi ctia c6. Xe ndi thit tién dung khi mua sdm Trudc ddy t6i chura timg danh gid ding 6.

Ma chung t6i s€ & do ca ngy.

“Suze, minh cAn mdt céi xe nd1,” t0i noi, quyét dinh chdp nhoang.

“Minh hiéu.” C6 gat dau ci rup. “Gian hang ctia Pram City chi ngay ddy, dang sau Khu C thoi. Chic hin cdu s& cin mot chiée xe ddy da ning, va co
thé cdu cling muon mdt chiéc xe ndi loai nhe dé di du lich...” >

T6i hau nhu khong nghe gi khi t6i tién dén bién hiéu Pram City. Li vao trang tri dy cd va bong bay, va khi bude qua, toi thiy hang day xe ndi tréi ra
nglit ngan nhu nhitng bui cdy bang crom bat tan.

“Xin chao!” ti n6i voi ngudi dan éng miic o khoac xanh 1 deo huy hiéu Pram City. “Téi can mot chiéc xe ndi ngay Bp tic.”
“Tét nhién ri!” Anh ta cudi twoi dap lai. “Thudng thi ching t6i s& giao hang trong vong bbn tudn...”

“Khong, t0i can biy gi” t6i ciit ngang. “Mang v& ngay. Loai ndo ciing duoc.”

“A.” Mt anh ta xiu xudng, “Nhing c4i ndy chi dé trung bay thoi, t6i e 1 thé.”

“Lam on di?” t61 nd mOt nu cuoi quyén 1l voi anh ta. “Anh phai cé mdt cai nao d6 co thé ban cho t6i chtr. Chi mbt chiéc xe ndi nho thoi ma? Mot caida
cii va anh khong can dén nita?”

“A... .. thdi dugc.” Anh ta cang thing liéc nit nhin bung toi. “Téi s&... xem minh Am duogc gl.”

Anh ta hbi ha chay di, con t6i nhin nhitng chiéc xe noi thoi trang d6. Suze dang me min mot ch1ec xe ndi d6i cue ky hién dai duoc trung bay riéng mjt
buc, con & bén phai t6i, mdt phu nit mang bau dang cling chong ddy chiéc xe ndi nhu mot ¢d may tuyét v, boc da den, ¢6 gin ca chd dé do ubng,

“Em biét anh s& thich m.” Nguoi phu nit rang r& vi hanh phiic.
“Tét nhién i anh thich.” Nguoi dan 6ng hon vao gay co ta, khé xoa cai bung bau. “Minh dat cai ndy

Toi chot cam thdy nhoi dau, tan day ong. Toi mudn cing Luke di xem xe ndi. T6i mudn hai vo chong cling di, dy xe loanh quanh, va Luke hon toi nhuw

Y t6i 1, t0i biét gior véi anh dang 1a thoi diém nurde s6i lira bong va anh thure sy ban rén. Toi biét anh s& khong bao gios trd thanh mit Nguoi Dan Ong
Kiéu Mo, bié 16 moi nhan hiéu ti gidy va deo bung bau gid. Nhung van tii than. Téi khong muon Im moi thir mot minh.

Va t6i ¢4 i anh ciing s& thich c4i xe n6i boc da den dy. Tham chind con c6 ca chd dé BlackBerry nita ciing nén.

“Nay, Bex.” Suze tién lai, mt tay ddy hai dtra sinh doi mot tay ddy chiéc xe ndi siéu hién dai d6. “Cau c6 nghi minh can mdt chiéc xe ndi méi khong?”
“O thi...” ti nhin hai dira sinh d6i. “Khong phéi cai xe cau dang ding van con kha méi sao?”

“U, nhung y t6 | c4i ny thue sy ky diéu. N6 s& cuc ky hiru dung! Minh nghi nén mua n6. Y minh i minh dau thé mua qua nhidu xe noi, ding khong?”
Trong mit Suze anh Ién sy thém khat. Tir khi ndo Suze d bién thanh mdt con nghién xe ni thé nay?

“Chéc chin rdi,” t6i noi. “Cé 1& minh ciing nén mua no.”

“Diing!” Suze vui vé n6i. “Thé thi ching ta s& c6 dong phuc xe ndi! Pay thir xem nay!” Suze dua cai xe ndi cho t6i va t6i ddy thir mjt doan. Kha sanh
diéu, t0i phéi noi thé.

“Minh thich tay d4y mém mai ndy,” t6i noi, bop thir.

“Minh ciing thé! Ca thiét ké banh xe tinh té nita.”



Pay dung 14 kiéu ctia ching t6i mdt thoi trong céc s. Troi oi, ti chura timg nghi minh s& hio himg voi mdt chiée xe ndi nhu véi mot bo vay thé ndy.
“Thura ba?” Phu trach gian hing da quay trd lai. “Pay roi. Hom nay t6i ¢6 thé dé ba mua méu ndy. Bay muroi bang.”

Anh ta déy t6i mdt chiéc xe noi kiéu cii mbd phong xe ngwra mau xam xit am dam, voi gdi hdng day do va chiin chn. Suze nhin n6 chong choc, thét kinh
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“Bex, cau khong thé cho con ciu vao d6 dugc!

“Cai ndty khong phai cho con minh” t6i n6i. “Ma dé dung khi minh di shopping!” Toi trit hét dong do trong i mua hang ra va gidt Ky tay ddy xe. “Thé
nay tot hon r6i.”

Toitra tlen va 161 Suze ra khoi cdi xe ndi cong nghé cao, 16i ching t6i nhim Khu nghi chin thing tién, qua rét nhleu gian hang trén duong di. Toi mua mot
c4i bé tim bom hoi, mot hop xép hinh va mot chi gau teddy to by, va chi viéc chét tt ca Ién xe ndi. Thé ma van con chd cho ca dbng nita. Thanh thye
ma noi, € ra t6i nén mua xe noi tir hang nam trurde roi moi phai.

“Minh di mua ca phé nhé,” Suze n6i, lic chiing t6i & gan khu vir ca phé.

“Minh ra kia mot lt,” t6i o dang n6i. Toi vira tia duge mot gian hang ban gy dau ngua kiéu ¢b dién cho tré con cudi, that ding Ia tuyét dbi dep. Toi s&
mua cho con minh va con Suze mdi dira mdt cai.

Khé khan duy nhét i dang co mdt hang ngudi db s6 ¢ do. Toi cb hét strc chen durge cai xe ndi vio hang va tua vao tay ddy tho hon hén. Thuc s 12 t6i
kha mét, sau khi di b ngan ay. Xep hang trurde t6i la mdt ba gia khoac 4o méing t6 di nura mau do sam Ba quay lai, va bi€u 16 mot nét mét kinh hoang
khi thay 61 dang twa vao cai xe noi.

“Dé cho quy ¢ tré ndy qua dil” ba kéu lén, v& v nguoi phy ni dimg trude. “C6 dy mang theo con va con dang mang thai nira! C6 gi i nghiép kigt
strc 101, nhin c6 ay kia kia!

“Oil” 01 n6i, kinh ngac. Moi nguoi dang dat sang hai bén, nhu thé 161 A ngudi clia hoang gia, va ba gid méc 4o mura dd giuc t61 ddy xe qua. “Urm..
khong han 14 t6i ¢...”

“Qua di, qua di! Dira nho bao nhiéu tudi rdi?” Ba g ¢ nhom vao xe noi. “Toi khong thé nhin thiy nd voi dng db v6 van nay!”

“A.. 0.7

Cht gian hang nhiét tinh ra hi¢u cho t6i qua. Ai cling cho cho t6i di trude.

OK. Toi biét minh phéi trung thyre. Toi thuc sur biét thé.

Nhung hang ngudi thi khong 16 thé kia, ma Suze thi dang doi... ma chuyén co dira bé nio trong xe noi hay khong thi quan trong gi chir?”
“La con trai hay con gi thé?” ba 4o mira van khong budng tha toi.

“La... con gail” t6i nghe chinh minh n6i. “N6 dang ng,” toi voi n6i thém. “Cho i mua bbn cai.”

“Oi, ¢ bé bé bong dang yéu,” ba gid triu mén néi. “Thé tén nd 1 gi?”

Oii! Lai con tén nita!

“Tallulah,” ti but migng dap. <Y chau ... Phoebe. Tallulah Phoebe.” Toi tra tién cho ngudi ban, iy méy cai gdy dau ngwa va bing cach nao d6 xép
chiing thing bang trén xe n6i. “Cam on rat nhicu!”

“Chdu phai ngoan nhé, Tallulah Phoebe,” ba gia thd du vao xe ndi tac rdi. “Phéi ngoan v6i me va em sép chao doi nhé.”

“Oi, chau né s& ngoan a!” ti han n6i. “Rét vui dugce gip ba! Cam on ba rit nhiu!” Va t6i voi va ddy xe di, cam thiy mdt con cudi dang dang kén. Toi
qugo 6 cho 18 va ngay lap tire thay Suze & quay ca phé, tan gau vai mdt ¢ gai toc highlight co chice xe day chuyén ding cho duong go ghé, ba dira tré
méc 40 soc giong nhau bi buge vao xe bang dai.

“Bex oil” ¢6 goi voi sang, “Cau muon uong gi”’

“Cho minh cappuccino khdng cafein va banh mrdng choc chip!” t6i ndi to dap lai. “Va minh phéi ké cho cau nghe chuyén vira xay ra moi dugc...” Toi im
bat khi ¢ gai toc highlight quay lai.

Khong thé tin dugc.
La Lulu.

Lulu, ¢6 ban kinh khing nha qué ctia Suze. Tim t6i triu xudng nhur deo da trong khi van vui vé vay chao. C6 ta lam gi & day? Diing ic bon t6i dang vui



vé cling nhau.

Gio thi ho dang tién lai phia téi,‘ ba dira bp’ chap chitng bi kéo theo sau nhur nhitng con diéu bi i di trén bai bién. Luh} trong van kiéu ba- me-thong-thai
nhur ¢, trong quan nhung ké hong, 4o trang va hoa tai ngoc trai ¢ [ ciing chui ra tir ciing catalog ba-me-thong-thai ay.

Oi troi, 61 biét nhur thé that xAu tinh. Nhung t6i khong thé ngin minh dwoc. Lulu da im méch long t6i ngay ttr JAn dAu tién gip g va o ta hoan toan coi
thurong toi chi vi t6i khong co dira con ndo. (Ciing c6 khi con vi t6i ¢oi 4o con ra trude dam tré Ay dé lam tro cho chiing nira. Nhung lic do oi thuce su

tuyét vong, OK? Ma chuyén d6 dau c6 nghia I ching trong thiy gi!”)
“Lulu!” t6i nin ra mjt nu cudi. “Céu thé nao? Minh khong biét B hom nay cau ciing t6i dy!”

“Chinh minh cfing déu ¢6 biét!”” Giong Lulu thét séc lanh va bé trén dén mirc khién ti nhan . “Minh bat ngdy ¢6 co hoi di quang bé. Cho cudn sach
nau an cho tré minh viet.”

“U, Suze ¢6 ndi voi minh rdi. Chiic mimg!”
“Va chiic mimg ca cau nita!” Lulu liéc nhin bung t6i. “Liic ndo d6 tu hop nhé! Néi chuyén con cail”

Lulu e ndo ciing x4u tinh va ngao man vai toi, trong sudt quang thoi gian t6i gip ¢6 ta. Nhung i chi vi bat ngo t6i ¢ thai ma chiing t6i s& trd thanh ban
be tot sao?
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“S& siéu vui cho ma xem!” t6i d& chiu ndi, va Suze liéc t6i mdt phat.

“Thye ra thi, trong cudn sach ndu an minh viét c6 phan vé& mang thai...” Lulu luc i 16i ra mdt cu6n sach béng 1on ¢6 minh hoa hinh ¢6 ta 6m ca déng rau
trong bép. “Minh phai giri cho cdu mdt ban moi dugc.”

“Nhur nghén an voi méy thir dai loai thé Ay ha?” t6i nhip mdt ngum cappuccino. “Minh ciing ¢6 thé viét duroc sach véi vai cong thire cocktail khong con.”
“Minh goi n6 i “Nghi cho con’.” C ta hoi cau may. “Thét sd¢ trurde nhing thir nguoi ta tdng vao ngwoi khi dang mang thai. Chét phu gia... duong...”
“U phai.” Toi ngAn ngai, c4i banh ngot s6 ¢ la da di duoc nira duong 1én moi, rdi t61 budng binh nhét n6 vao mdbm. “Mmm, ngon tuyét.”

Toi ¢6 thé thiy Suze ¢b nén cuoi.

“May nhée nha cau cé mudn an mdt chit khong?” i ndi, bé vun banh ra.

“Ching khong an s6 c6 la!” Lulu thét Ién, trong kinh hoang nhur thé t6i vira 6 du ching ding cocain vdy. “Minh da mua chudi sdy roi.”

“Lulu, chj dAu rdi?” Mt ¢6 gai deo headphone cii xudng ban ching toi. “Chi da sin sang thyc hién phong vin vi dai phat thanh chira? Roi ching toi
con muon chyp hinh chi va bon tré

“TAt phién rdi” Lulu nhan rang ra thanh mdt my cuoi kiéu ngua. “Pinao, Cosmo, Ivo, Ludo.”
“Di di b pho trrong, di di do tinh tudng,” t6i im bam.

“Hen ggip céu sau!”” Suze ndi voi mit nu cudi cang thing khi ho di khuat. Va dot ngOt toi chot théy hoi xAu hd. Lulu i ban cta Suze va 18 ra t6i nén cb
gang. Minh s€ nghi tot vé ¢ ta, to1 bat ngd quyet dinh. Du dicu do6 co giet chét toi.

“Thé... that ngac nhién, nhi, gip lai Lulu dy!” Toi ¢ xen chit &m 4p vao giong minh. “C6 Ay n6i ding, ching ta nén tu tap tan giu cing nhau. C6 & sau
day ching ta nén hen ggp nhau, uong tra hoac gi day.”

“Minh khong mudn thé.”” Suze thip giong xudng khién ti ngac nhién. T6i nhin sang, va thay ¢6 dang chim chim nhin xubng tach cap-puccino ctia minh.
T6i chot nhé lai phan (g ctia Suze & nha me khi t6i nhic toi Lulu. Ciing nét mit cang thing 4y.

“Suze, cau va Lulu cai nhau 42” t6i lo Eing n6i.
“Khong hin thé.” Suze khong dinh ngéng Ién. Y minh ... ¢6 4y da lam rat nhiéu cho minh. C6 y gitip duoc nhidu viée, dic biét a v6i bon tré...”

Vén dé voi Suze I ¢ &y khong bao gio mudn ac nghiét, nén truée khi ni xau ngudi khic co luon bét dau bang mdt bai dién vin nho vé& viéc ho tot dep
thé ndo...

“Nhung...” 61 goi v.

“Nhung ¢6 4y hoan hdo mot cach khén }(iép!” Khi Suze nging dfiu lén, ma c6 hong lung, “Co 4y khién minh cam thiy minh tham bai toan tip. Pic biét
1a khi bon minh cting nhau ra ngoai. C6 ay luén mang theo com'Y ty nd day va con c6 ay s€ an mon dd. Va chiing lai khong bao gio nghich, dira nao
ciing thong minh sang lang,..”

*“Con cau ciing thong minh sang lang ma!” t6i buc tirc phan ung.



“Con ctia Lulu déu da doc Harry Porter!” Giong Suze nghe nhu dang tuyét vong. “Trong khi Ernie thim chi con chwra néi dugc méy, chir dimg n6i dén
doc. Trir mit va1 cum tiéng Pirc trong nhac kich cia Wagner. Con Luhlrthi ctr lién tyc hoi hoi mang thai nd minh ¢é bat nhac Mozart cho n6 nghe khong,
minh da nghi dén thué gia su day thém chura, va don gian 1a minh cam thay that kémcéi...”

Toi thiy Iira gidn bc 1én ngin ngut. Sao lai ¢6 ké dam am cho Suze cam thiy kém coi co chir?

“Suze, cau la mbt ngudi me xuat sic!” toi 161 “Con Lulu chi la mbt con bo cai. Minh biét diéu do, ngay tir Jan dau tién gap ¢6 ra. Bimg nghe 101 ¢6 ta
nira. Va dimng doc cudn sach nAu 3n ngu ngoc ctia c6 ta!” Toi choang mbt tay qua vai Suze va siét chat. “Néu cu cam thiy kém coi thi cau nghi minh
cam thiy thé ndo chir? Minh thdm chi con chéing biét bai hat ru nao!”

“Chao budi chiéu!” Giong sang sang cua Lulu lai bat chot vang én sau hrng, va ¢4 hai ching t6i déu quay lai. C6 ta dang ngdi rrén mot buc cao, ,déi dién
mot phu nif méc vest hong va mot lrong nho khén gia dang xem Trén dui ¢6 ta la hai dira con con déng sau la mt tam poster khong 16 hinh cu6n sach
¢0 ta viét, voi mdt tam bang ¢ CO BAN KEM CHU KY TAC GIA.

“Rét nhidu cap bd me don gian Ia Tuoi khi dong dén chuyén cho con dn,” ¢6 ta ndi véi mdt mu curdi throng hai. “Theo kinh nghi€m ctia t6i, tAt ¢4 tré em
deéu thich cac vi nhur qua bo, ca chay hodc chio ngd Y duge nau tir € tai nha.”

Suze va t6i nhin nhau.

“Minh phai cho hai dira sinh d6i &n ddy,” Suze n6i kh&. “Minh s€ qua khu vue Me va Bé.”

“Lam luén ¢ dy dil” t6i phan déi. “Ho c6 ghé

C6 Fic dau. “Khdng doi ndo, c6 mit Lulu thi khong. Minh chi mang miy céi lo. Minh khong dinh cho ¢6 Ay thy dau.”
“Céu c6 mudn minh giip gl khong?”” t6i tinh nguyén.

“Khong, dimg lo.” C6 dé mit thy céi xe ndi ciia t6i, chit ddng cao ngit toan gy dau ngyra, bdn tim bom hoi va giu teddy. “Bex, sao c4u khong di
vong nita va lan nay tim kiém nhirng thir co ban? Cau bict day, nhitng thir ma dira tré s& thye sy can ay?”

“U, phai.” Toi gat dau. “Y hay”
Toi di doc 16i giita cac gian hang nhanh nhét c6 thé, ¢b ging tranh xa cai giong the thé cia Lulu.

“Tivi cé anh hudng khing Hﬁép nhit,” ¢6 ta noi. “MOot JAn nita, t6i cho r%mg d6 don thuan 14 do sy luoi biéng cua cac bac cha me. Cac con toi ludn
dugc xemmdt chuong trinh gom cac hoat dong gido duc, kich thich phat trién...”

Connuyngu ngoc b ging phét 1o 6 ta, 161 161 tor huéng dan trong hoi cho ra, va dang nhin quanh dé dinh hudng thi mdt bang hiéu thu hit chi  cta t6i.
BO PO SO CUU £40. Gio thi d6 I thir me con t6i can.

Cam thdy khé trurong thanh va trach nhiém, t0i dirmg xe ndi lai va bt dau cham chi ngim nghia b6 so ctru. Ching duge xép trong cac hop rat dep, mdi
ngn lai c6 nhitng thir khac nhau. Bang dan... cudn gac... va mdt chiéc kéo nhé mau hong xinh nhat trén doi. Té1 khong the tin trude day minh chura timg
mua mot b d6 so ctru. Ching that tuyét!

To6i nhat bd do so clru ra quiy thanh toan, noi mt nguwoi dan 6ng trong ve U ril mic 4o choang tréing dang ngdi trén ghé dau. Ong ta bt dau nhip nhip
vao hop dung tién trong lic toi lay mot catalog MediSupply Professional [Cung cap y cu chuyén nghiép], mot thir kha t€ nhat. Hau nhur toan bang dinh
co dn, va cac nha miy cung cap paracetamol va...

Oiii. Mot cai bng nghe. Toi van luon mudn c6 mdt cai dng nghe.

“Cai dng nghe nay bao nhiéu tién thé?” t6i néi binh thurdng,

“Ong nghe?” Ong ta ném cho t6i mdt c&i nhin ngd vire. “C6 1a bac sia?”

Tht tinh! Chéing I& chi c6 bac st méi duoc phép mua dng nghe thdi sao?

“Khong hin,” cudi cling t6i thira nhan. “Toi mua mdt ci thi van duoc chir?”

“Cb c6 thé dat hang qua mang moi thir trong catalog nay.” Ong ta nhin vai mién cudng, “Néu c6 mudn tra £150. Ching khong phai d6 choi dau.”

“Toi biét ching khong phai do choil” toi ni vé chitng chac. “Tdi thue sw nghi réing mbi bac phy huynh déu nén ¢6 mot ong nghe bac s trong nha dé
phong céc tinh hudng cap ciru. Ca mot may khir rung timnita,” t6i ndi thém, 1at qua trang, “Va...”

Toi ngung lai gitta chimg. Toi dén miit vao hinh chyp mdt ba bau dang xoa bung.

B6 du dodn gi6i tinh dira tré.



Thyre hién mot xét nghiém don gian trong khong gian riéng tur tai nha ban. Két qua chinh xac va bi mat.
Tim t6i nhur nhay n. Minh ¢6 thé biét. Ma khong can di siéu 4m ln niva. Ma khong can néi véi Luke.
“Um... ca cai ndy ciing dat hang qua mang duogc chir?” t6i hoi, giong hoi khn di.

“MAy céi ndy thi t6i c6 & ngay day.” Ong tho tay vao ngin kéo 16i ra mdt chiée hop tréng on.

“Puoc roi.” Toi nudt khan. “Toi mua nd. Camon.” Toi chia thé tin dung ra va ong ra giat ngay ly.

“Tallulah Phoebe bé bong sao r6i?” mot giong n6i phat ra tir sau hrng t1. Lai la ba do mua do sdm Ba dang nim chit mot cdy gdy du ngwra boc gidy
nylon va nhom vao cai xe ndi gio da day hon bao gid hét nam & gian trung bay may hdp so ctru. “N6 ngoan thét, nhi? Khong ca o ¢!”

To1i gai ca ngudi vi canh giac.
“N6, irm... dang ngi1,” t6i ndi nhanh. “Thye ra toi vin dé mic né ndy gio...”

“Cho 61 xem mdt ti thdi! Toi khong biét bang cach ndo nd ngii duoc voi ngan kia do trén xe ndi. Puoc khong, Tallulah Pheobe?” ba nyng niu, bo hét
dong i cua toi ra.

“Xin dé cho nd yén!” toi bt dau tién lai cai xe. “N6 rat nhay cam.. va khong thich nguoi la...”

“N6 mit tich roil” ba gia thét va dimg bét day, tai mét vi sdc. “Dira bé bién mat roi! Chi con mbi cai chén nho ctia né thoil”
Khén thit.

“Um...” Mt t6i chot d6 bimg, “Thye ra...”

“Thura 6, thé tin dung ctia ¢d khong hoat dong,” ong & quay tinh tién noi

“N6 phai hoat dong chir?” t6i quay lai, bi xao nhing trong mdt gidy. “T6i vira moi lam thé tudn trudc...”

“Dira bé da bi bt coc!

Trude sy kinh hodng ciia t0i, ba 4o mura amam lao ra khoi gian hang t6i chd mot nhan vién an ninh, tay vin cam cai chan ddy do. “C6 bé Tallulah-
Phoebe mat tich ro1. Mot dira tré da bien mat!”

“C6 nghe thiy g khong?” mdt co toc vang thét lén khiép hai. “Mot dira tré da bi bt coc! Ai do goi canh sat dil”

“Khong, n6 khong b bét coc!” t6i goi vdi theo. “Pa ¢6. ... hiéu lim..” Nhung ching ai thém nghe.

“N6 dang ngii trong xe ndil”” ba 4o mura lién thoang v6i bét ky ai nghe ba. “Thé rdi chi con mdi cai chan! Bon nay thét doc ac!”
“Mot dira tré da mét tich!”

“Ching giat lay no!”

T6i c6 thé nghe thay tin ndy lan di gitta nhitng ngudi di ngang qua nhu mot dam chdy khong thé kiém soat. Céc ong bd ba me thét 1én goi con lai bén
minh. Kinh hoang, t6i thiy hai nhan vién an ninh dang tién lai chd minh, dién dai loet xoet.

“Gid thi c6 khi ching da nhudém toc, thay db cho con bé rdi,” ¢b toc vang kich dong noi. “C6 khind da di duoc nira dudng t6i Thai Lan!”

“Thura ba, ngay khi nhan dugc béo dong nay ching t6i da cho déng cac 16i ra vao hoi cho,” mot nhén vién an ninh n6i diit khoat. “Noi bat xuét ngoai bat
nhap cho t6i khi chiing 61 tim duroc dira bé.”

OK, minh phai ra tay thoi. Minh phéii béo v6i ho réing d6 I bao dong nhdm. Bring thé. Chi can thira nhéin minh da bia raTallulah Phoebe dé c6 thé chen
hang, va minh chic moi ngudi s€ hicu. ...

Khong, ho s& khong hiéu dau. Ho s& hanh hinh minh.

“May nhan thé 16i. C6 6 s6 PIN chr?”” 6ng ¢ quy ndi, trong hoan toan dimg dung trurde toan bd canh hdn loan nay. Toi tir dong nhap vao may va éng
dua cho t6i cai tii.

“Con c6 4y mit tich... ma ¢6 Ay van dang shopping?”’ ¢b toc vang thot 1én kinh héi.

“Ba ¢ thé md ta déy du daa tré duge khong, thua ba?” mdt trong hai nhan vién an ninh hoi toi. “Canh sat ¢ nhan dugc tin, va chiing t61 da goi dién cho
céc san bay...”



Minh s& khong bao iy néi dbi nira. Khong bao gio.
“T6i... trm..” Giong t6i khdng dwoc 6n im. “T6i nén... giai thich mot diéu.”
“Vang?” Ca hai clng nhin t6i cho doi.

“Bex?” Tdi chot nghe thiy tiéng Suze. “C6 chuyén gi thé?” t6i nhin én, va ¢6 dimg d6, mot tay day xe ndi doi mdt ray bé Clementine. On troi, on troi,
on troi...

“Con day 10i!” i ndi, giat léy Clementine tir tay Suze, giong cao vit vi nhe nhdm. “Lai vdi me ndo, Tallulah-Phoebe!”

Toi 6m Clementine that chit, c6 ging che gidu sy that réing con bé dang tuyét vong cb nhoai ngudi khoi vong tay i dé tr lai véi Suze.
“Pay | dtra tré bi mét tich 4”” Nhén vién an ninh nhin Clementine tir diu dén chén.

“Dra bé bi mat tich?”” Trong Suze kinh ngac. C6 quay lai va nhin ra d4m dong vay quanh ching t6i. “Bex, chuyén quai gi...”

“Minh hoén toan quén Ja cu d& bé Tallulah-Phoebe bé bong di &n trura!” t6i thénh thét noi. “Minh ngde thét! Va moi ngudi nghi ] n6 bj bt coc!” Toi
tuyét vong ding anh mat van xin c6 dién cting.

Toi 6 thé thiy néio b da hiéu ra moi chuyén. Diéu vi dai nhit & Suze I ¢6 Ay hiéu t6i khé 15.

“ Tallulah-Phoebe?” cudi cling ¢6 ciing ngd vire ndi v t6i th hét ra, nhin vai v6i b niit xiu ho.

“B¢ Tallulah-Phoebe trd lai rdil”” Ba 4o mira lién loan tin vui di voi nhitng ngudi qua dudng, “Chiing ta da tim duogc ¢d bé!”
“Cd biét c0 kia 47 Nhan vién an ninh nheo méit nhin Suze.

“Co Ay 1A ban t61,” t6i n6i nhanh, trude khi ho bt gitr Suze vi toi bt coc chinh con ¢ dy. “Thure ra t6i nghi | ching t6i nén di rdi...” Toi ¢ hét sirc 4n
Clementine vao xe ndi gitra dong thi d6 va xoay no vao vi tri san sang chuon le.

“Me!” Clementine van dang viron tay ra vé phia Suze. “Me!”

“Oi trdi oi!” Mat Suze sang birg Ién nhur mdt ngon hai dang. “Moi nguoi c6 nghe thiy khong? Con bé goi Me! Mot ¢b bé théng minh!”
“Chung t61 di day,” t6i vi va ndi vdi hai nhan vién an ninh. “Cam on cac anh vi moi su giip dd, cac anh ¢d hé théng an ninh that tuyét...”
“Khoan da.” Mot trong hai nhin vién an ninh cau my nghi ngo. “Sao dira bé lai goi c6 nay la ‘me’?”

“Boivi.. ¢ éy 12 me d dAu ctia n6,” 16 tuyét vong noi. “Tallulah- Phoebe thong minh nay, déy chi 1 me d& dAu ctia con thoi! Me d& dau! Gior thi vé
nha nao...”

T6i gan nhu khong dam nhin thing Suze trong khi chiing t6i tién dén cira ra. Trén hé thdng loa, DJ dang néi “Va bé Tallulah-Phoebe da dugc tim thiy,
an toan va khoe manh...”

“Thé cau c6 mudn ké cho minh toan by chuyén nay khong, Bex?” cudi cing Suze ndi, khong quay dau 1
“Um,” t6i héing giong. “Khong nudn méy. Thay vi thé, chiing ta di udng tra di.”
Ban dang doc truyén Tin Do Shopping C6 Baby dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.
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Suze va t0i danh phin con lai ciia ngay hom d6 bén nhau, va né don gian 1a tuyét voi. Chiing t6i tong tét ca dong tii, hop vao chiéc Range Rover khong
10 ctia Suze, 16i 6 14i xe xudng duong King’s va chiing t6i udng tra & mdt quan vo ciing than thién véi tré em vi c6 ca kem ly va du thir. (Tir gios trds di toi
s& luon dé but sép mau trén ban). Sau d6 ching 6i di dén cira hang Steinberg & Tolkien, va t6i mua mdt chiéc 4o len dan tay kiéu ¢ dién con Suze mua
mot cai tii xach budi tdi, mua xong thi ciing dén gidy dn t6i nén ching t6i dén nha hing Pizza on the Park, dung ic mdt nhom nhac jazz dang khoi dong va
ho cho hai dtra sinh d6i dap thir trong,

Cubi cling ching t6i bé bon nhoc da ngii trd lai chiéc Range Rover roi Suze chd t0i vé nha. Lic ching toi i qua tram gic cong vao db trude 1i vao toa
nha thi d3 muroi gio t6i. Toi goi di dong cho Luke dé nho anh mang giip do6 én tang,


http://ebookfull.net

“Cha,” anh n6i, khi mang dong do6 chat trén it dt 16i vao. “Vay thé nay da du chua? Phong con minh thé 1 d4 xong chira?”

“[;J’m..” Lic d6 t6i moi chot nhan ra minh chua mua may khir tring. Gbiké cho con bt hay kem chéng min dé do déng bim lau. Nhung ching sao. Toi
van con nhirng muroi lam tuan nira. Khoi thoi gian.

Trong khi Luke vt on vao nha ciing c4i bon tim bom hoi, gy dau ngya va khoéng séu c4i tti mua hing nita, t6i nhanh tay dem cai tdi dyng BO du
doéan Gioi tinh em bé giau vao ngan kéo d€ do 16t ctia minh. T6i s€ phai canh lic anh vang nha.

Suze d nhay vao phong tim dé thay bim cho mdt trong hai dira sinh d6i va khi t6i chui ra tir phong ngi thi c6 dang kéohai cai ghé ngdi trén 6 t6 cho tré
emdoc hanh lang.

“Vao nha lam chit vang di,”” Luke noi.
“T6t nhit [ emnén vé by gio,” 6 n6i dy nudi tiéc. “Nhung em s& ubng mot ly nuée néu anh c6?”
Ching t6i vao bép, dia CD dang choi méy bai nhac nhe ctia Nina Simone [1]. Trén ban ki mdt chai ruou da mo, va hai ly da r6t san.

[1] Eunice Kathleen Waymon, ndi tiéng hon v6i nghé danh Nina Simone (1933 - 2003): ca si, nhac si, nghé si piano, nha hoat dong nhin quyén ngudi
Mg.

“Em s& khong ubng rurou dau,” toi md 1oi.

“Cai d6 khong phai cho em dau,” Luke ndi, iy nude tir i lanh r6t day ly. “Lic ndy Venetia co ghé qua day.”

To1 giat minh ngac nhién. Venetia da ¢ day sao?

“Con vai thir gidy to i minh phai dién ndt,” Luke tiép tuc. “C6 4y déing ndo ciing phéi di qua ddy, nén tat qua dua cho ching ta trén duong vé nha...”
“U,” 161 n6i sau khi ngimg lai. “C6 4y that 1a. . . t5t bung.”

“Thire ra ¢ Ay chi vira méi vé.” Luke dura cho Suze ly murée. “Em vé som vai phit nita thi da gip c6 4y roi.”

Tir tir d3. D& mudi gior t6i rdi. Nhur thé ¢6 nghia 1 ¢6 ta da & day ca t6i sao

Y 6i 14, khong phai toi ban tim hay gi. Tét nhién i khong, Venetia chi 1 ban ctia Luke. C6 ban cii, ban gi cii, xinh dep, trong sang.

T6i nhén thiy 4nh mét Suze dang chim chip nhin minh, va nhanh chéng nhin ra chd khac.

“Bex, trude khi minh vé ciu dan minh sang xem phong tré duoc khong?” ¢d néi, giong cao it ky quic. “Dindo.”

Cb dung I da x6 t6i di doc hanh lang vao gian phong hién dang trong ma ching t6i goi | phong tré du ching t6i s& chuyén di trude khi dira tré ra doi.
“Thé ddy, Suze dong cira, quay lai dbi dién véi t6i, kich dong,

“Sao ¢0?”” Toi nhin vai vo nhur khong hiéu y c6 1 gl

“Thé I binh thuong sao? “Tat qua” nha ban trai cii rdi ngdi Iy ca t6i?”

“Tat nhién 1 binh thurong. Sao ho lai khong nén ngdi voi nhau co chir?”

“Chi hai ngudi ho? Ubng ruou vang?”’ Suze phat ra tir d6 nhu mdt nguoi thuyét phap Baptist bai rrou.

“Ho 1a ban bé ma, Suze!” t6i ndi mot cach tir vé. “Nhimg ngudi ban cil... rt tdt... trong sang.”

Im lang bao triim can phong nho.

“OK, Bex,” cudi ciing Suze ndi, gio tay 1én nhur thé dau hang. “Néu cau chic thé.”

“Minh chéc! Minh chac hoan toan, tuyét doi, mdt trém phén tram...” Giong t0i nhé dan roi tit hén va t0i bt dau nghich v van ci ham sita higu Christian
Dior. Toi cir bat nap ra roi dong lai nhur mot ke bi am anh. Suze da lang thang lai ch6 cai homméy dyng do choi va dang ngam nghia mt con ctru bang
len. Trong mdt 1at ca hai ching t6i d€u im lang, thdm chi con khong nhin nhau.

“ft nht...” cudi cling t6i noi.

“Gico?”

Toi nubt khan vai Jan, khong muén thira nhan didu ndy. “A,” t6i n6i tiép, cd ging nghe c6 vé chuyén-hién-nhién. “Néu minh... chi gia du théi. .. néu minh
khong chac thi sao?”



Suze ngAng dAu va gip anh mit t6i. “C ta xinh khong?”” ¢6 ndi, ciing bing giong chuyén-hién-nhién nhur thé.

“C6 ta khong chi xinh. C6 ta dep mé hon. Co ta ¢ mai toc do bdng murgt, doi mit xanh [ tuyét voi va doi canh tay thyc sy min mang...”
“Bo céi,” Suze budt miéng noi.

“Cb ta con thong minh, va miic do siéu dep, va Luke thuc s thich ¢ ta...”” Cang n6i toi cang cam thiy mét tur tin.
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“Luke yéu cau!” Suze cit ngang. “Bex, hiy nh6 ring cau B vo anh dy. C4u la ngudi anh Ay da chon. C6 ta 1 d6 bi tir chbi”
Piéu d6 khién t6i thiy kha hon. Cum “dd bi tir chdi” khién t6i cam thiy kha hon nhiéu.

“Nhung diéu do khong c6 nghiia I ¢6 ta khong theo dudi anh 4y.” Suze bit dau didilailai, trm ngam nhip nhip con ctru len trén ong ban ray. “O déy
chiing ta c6 mdt vai Iyra chon. Mot: ¢6 ta thuc sy chi la mot ngum ban va céu chang c6 gi phailo ca.”

“Dling.” Toi g dau nghiém tiic.

“Hai: ti nay c0 ta tat qua dé thim do thuc dia. Ba: ¢ ta thuc su theo dudi anh éy. Bbn...” Co tu ngung minh lai.

“Bdn I gi?” t6i khd s¢ noi.

“Khong c6 bbn,” Suze n6i nhanh. “Minh nghi né chinh 1 trudng hop hai. C6 ta dén dé xem tinh hinh thé nao. Xem lanh thd gia dinh ra sao.”
“Thé... minh Am gi day?”

“Cau cho c6 ta thiy cAu sin sang chién dau véi ¢o ta.” Suze nhudng may ddy an y. “Phy nit voi phy nit.”

Phu it v6i phy nit? Tir khi ndo Suze tré nén thong thai mdt cach thue t& va cay doc thé nhi? Nghe giong ¢6 nhur thé ¢ dang miic vy bé phi phéo thude
14 dong phim noir vay.

“Khi ndo cau lai gip co ta nita?”’ c6 hoi.
“Thir Sau tuan sau. Minh c6 mot cudc hen kham tong theé.”
“OK.” Suze n6i chic nich. “Dén d6, Bex, va khing dinh chi quyén ctia ciu.”

“Khéing dinh chi quyén ctia minh?” t6i h nghi n6i. “Minh im thé bang céch ndo?” Toi khong chéc trude day minh timg khang dinh chii quyén véi bét ctt
cai gi chua. Trir mot d6i bot trong dot ha gid ctia chudi clra hang Barneys.

“Hay phat di nhitng tin hiéu nho kin ddo,” Suze n6i ra chiéu hiéu biét. “Cho ¢6 ta thiy Luke thudc vé cau. Choang tay qua ngudi anh 4y... ndi vé cude
song chung tuyét voi ctia hai nguoi... Bit cir y tuong nho nao cd ta co thé ndy ra, ctr chin hét lai. Va phai dam bao trong cau that tuyét voi. Nhung lai
khong dugc ¢6 vé nhur da ¢ ging dé dugc thé.”

Nhing tin hiéu nhé kin d4o. Cudc sdng chu tuyét voi clia ching toi. Trong tuyét voi. Cai d6 minh lam dugc.

“Nhén tién, Luke thay chuyén c6 con thé no?” Suze than mit hoi. “Anh 4y c6 phén khoi khong?”

“C6, minh nghi thé. Sao?”

“A, khong ¢6 gi.”” C6 nhin vai. “Hom trude minh vira doc mt bai trong tap chi vé chuyén nhimg ngudi dan ong khong thé ddi mit voi y nghi minh s&
thanh cha. C6 vé nhur ho thurdong ngoai tinh dé bu dap.”

“Thudng?”” t6i kinh haii nhic lai. “Thuong dén mirc nao?”

“O thi... trong khoang nira thdi gian mang thai?”

“Mot nira?”

“Y minh ... mot phén mudi,” Suze voi chita lai. “Minh khong nhé n6 viét gi nita, that ddy. Va minh chéic chin Luke khong nhur thé. Nhung can tic vo
ay ndy, ndi vdi anh ay vé chuyén lam cha chac c6 ich ddy. Bai bao d6 néi mdt s6 ngudi dan ong chi nhin thay nhitng ap luc va céng thing khi ¢6 con, va
cdu phai v& ra mdt btrc tranh tich cyc.”

“Phai.” Toi gat dau, ¢d ging tiép nhin toan bo ddng thong tin ndy. “OK, minh s& Am thé. Ma Suze ndy...” tdi dimg ki ngwong nghju. “Cam on vi da
khong n6i “Pa bao roi ma’. Cau da bao minh dirng dén cho Venetia Carter va... c6 € cauda dung.”

“Minh s& khong bao gio ndi “Da bao rdi ma’!” Suze thdt 1én kinh hoang,



“Minh biét cau s& khong thé. Nhung c6 ca rimg ngudi s& m vay.”

“Um, ho khong nén thé!NVéL du sao thi cling ¢6 thé cau ding, Bex. C6 tl}é Venetia cling qhzing quan tim dén Luke va gilra ho hoan toan trong sang.” Co
dat con ctru len xudng vo vo dau nd. “Nhung du sao minh van muon khang dinh chii quyén ctia cdu. Chi cho chac thoi.”

“Oi dimg lo.” Toi git dau kién quyét. “Minh s& am thé.”

Suze noi rt dung. Minh can giri cho Venetia thong diép: Tranh xa chdng toi ra. Mot cach tinh té, tat nhién.

Khi ching t6i dén trung tAm san khoa 4y vao thir Sau, t6i mic bd “trong tuyét voi ma khong c6 ve b ging dé duoc thé” gom quan jeans bau Seven (co
y lamson), 4o co dan do goi cam va gidy cao got nhon Moschino moi. Ao véi gidy thi c6 vé hoi dién qua, c6 &, nhung chiéc quan Jeans son s€ bu dap
lai. Khi ching t6i dén, phong chd con khé ving, khong trong thiy ngdi sao ndo, nhung ti ching ban tim, t6i da chuén bi tim Iy trude roi.

“Becky?” Luke nhin xudng tay t6i dang siét chit tay anh. “Em khong sao chir? Emc6 vé cang thing ”

“Oi... anh biét d4y,” t6i n6i. “Em hoi lo Fing vai chuyén.”

“Anh ciing chéic 1 em lo king ma.” Anh git dAu thong cam. “Sao em khong chia s¢ véi Venetia nhi?”

Uh-huh. Ké hoach chung ciing i thé ma.

Chiing t6i ngdi xubng nhimg chiéc ghé sang trong, t6i cammot t tap chi lén, con Luke sot soat g0 to Financial Times. Toi dang dinh 1t qua trang “Tur vi
cho con ban” thi nhé 101 Suze dédn hom qua. To1 nén ndi voi Luke vé chuyén lam cha. Pay la thoi diém hoan hao.

“Vay... that phén khoi diing khong anh?” ti ni, dat to tap chi xudng, “Trd thinh cha me.”

“Mmm-hmm.” Luke gt git va gio trang tiép.

Nghe giong anh chéing méy phén khoi. Oi troi, s& ra sao ddy néu anh dang 4m thim s hdi md cude doi toan ta bim va dang thnkiémnoitipantrong
VQng tay mot phy Ja khac? Minhwphéi v& mdt burc tranh tich cyrc vé chuyén lam cha me moi duge, nhur Suze ndi. Mot dicu gi do thurc sy tot dep... mot
dieu gi d6 that phan khich dang d€ mong cho...

“Nay, Luke,” t6i noi, chot thély camhing, “Thir tudng tuwong khi con minh gianh duoc huy chuong vang tai Thé van hoi.”

“Ha?” Anh ngang dau lén khoi to FT.

“Olynpic 4y! Thir tudng trong néu con minh gianh dugc huy chirong vang ¢ mbn gi do. Va ching ta la b6 me ctia n6!” T6i nhin anh chd mot phan timg,
“Nhur thé khéng tuyét sao? Chiing ta s& tyr hao Em day!”

Tam tri toi hoan toan bi y tuong d6 tim ly. T6i c6 thé thdy minh dang ¢ sn van dong vao niim 2030 hay lic ndo ddy, dugc Sue Barker phong van,
dang ndi voi ¢o ra rang roi biét dinh ménh clia con tdi gan véi sy i dai, ngay tir khi con trong bung me.

Luke c6 vé hoi simg sot.

“Becky... anh bo 15 gi 42 Pidu gi da khién em nghi con minh s& gianh duoc huy churong vang Olympic?”

“C6 thé chir! Sao lai khong? Anh phai tin con minh, Luke.”

“A. Ciing phai.” Luke gat dau, dit to bao xubng. “Thé emnghiné s& gianh dugc ¢ mdn nao?”

“Nhéy xa,” t6i n6i sau khi nghi mot lt. “Hodic ciing c6 thé 13 nhéy xa ba budc, vi mon ndy it phd bién hon. S& d& gianh huy chirong hon.”
“Hodc 1a vat,” Luke

“Vat?” T6i nhin anh phan nd. “Con minh s& khong tap mon vét! N6 s& lim minh bi thirong mat!”

“Thé nhd dinh ménh ctia n [ phéi tré thanh d6 vat vi dai nhét tir trude t6i nay thi sao?”” Luke nhuéng may. Trong mot thoang, t6i bdng hoang mang,
“Khong dau,” cudi ctng t6i n6i. “Em 1 me né em biét chir.”

“Anh chi Brandon?”” C6 I tan goi va chiing t6i cling ngang Ién. “Béc si Venetia s& tiép hai ngudi bay gid, néu hai ngudi dd san sang.”

Toi cam thdy mdt con kich déng, OK, minh di ndo. Khing dinh chi quyén ctia minh.

“Di ndo, anh yéu!” Toi choang tay qua vai Luke va chiing t6i ctng di doc hanh lang, t6i hoi lio dao vi bdi rbi.

“Chao hai nguoil” Venetia bude ra khoi phong chao ching t6i. C6 ta dang méc quan ty den, 40 khong tay hong thit eo bing mot mot dy ung da ca
sau mau den bong 10ng lay chura tirng thay. C6 ta hon moi chiing t6i hai cai 1én ma va t6i nhin ra huong Chanel’s Allure phang phat. “Thét vui duge gip



lai hai nguoi!”

“Puoc gip cd cling rat vui, Venetia,” t6i n6i, nhirdng may mia mai kiéu “Co ma dang c6 ké hoach cudp chdng i thi quén di duoc rdi diy”.
“Tuyét. Mdi vao ndo...” C6 ta dan ching t6i vao phong,

Minh khong chéic ibu c6 ta c6 dé y thiy chuyén dong cta 1ong may minh khong. Chéc minh phai thé hién rd rang hon.

Luke va t6i ngdi xuéng con Venetia vat véo ngdi trude ban cd ta, dung dira d6i cao got hidu Yves Saint Lauren. Troi a, ¢6 ta dn mic dep qua, so voi
mot bac si. Ma ké ca khong so voi bac si thi cling van dep.

“Thé, Becky.”” C6 ta md bénh én ctia t6i ra xem xét mdt lat. “Trude hét, ching ta da ¢6 két qua thir méu. Moi chi s6 ctia ¢6 déu binh thudng... dii c6 &
phai dé miit t6i hrong haemoglobin mdt chit. C6 cam thay thé nao?”’

“T6i dang cam thiy rat tuyét, camon,” t6i n6i ngay Iap tirc. “Rat hanh phtic, diy yéu throng .. Toi dang 0 day, trong mdt cudc hon nhan tuyét voi, cho

dira con chao doi... va subt doi minh t6i chua bao gio thay gan giii Luke nhur the.” Toi viron nguoi nam tay Luke. “Anh ¢6 dong y thé khong, anh yéu?
C6 ding 1 khoanh khéc nay ching ta dang diic biét gan giii khong? C vé niit tm hon, tinh than, cim xiic Va... Va... tinh dyc!”

Péy. Do ly.
“A... t,” Luke noi, trong hoi sbc. “Chéc thé.”

“Nghe duoc dféu nay that... dé thu'qng, Becky,” Venetia n6i, nhin t6i ky la. “Cho du thire sy t61 chi dinh hoi tinh trang strc khoe cua ¢6. C6 c6 hay bi
chong mit, budn non, nhiing viéc kieu nhu the khong?”

A phai.
“O... khong, cam on ¢6,” toi noi. “Toi khoe.”

“Thé thi i ra s& dira ¢6 Ién kia rdi xem thé ndo nhé.” C6 chi dén céi girdng va tdi ngoan ngodn tréo 1én do. “Nam xubng, dam béo 1 minh thiy thoai
mai... ¢6 phai toi vira nhin thay mot vét ran da khdng nhi?” ¢6 ta hin hoan n6i thém khi t6i kéo 4o 1én.

“Vét ran da 4?” T6i kinh hoang bam vao thanh giudng kim loai toan vat 1on dé ngéi day. ‘“Khong thé ndo! Pémnao toi cling ding mdt loai dau dac biét,
sang thi kem dudng, va...”

Oi, t6i nhAm!” Venetia n6i. “Chi 13 mot soi vai thira trén 40 ¢6 thoi.”

“Qi.” Toi ndm phich xuéng trong mdt con sdc hiu chin thuong thé nhe Vz‘lvVenetia b?:lt dﬁq 0 bung toi. “Du vay, tt 7nhi€3n, cé§ vétran da gﬁng thuong
xuat hién vao giai doan cubi,” ¢6 ta than mét noi thém “Nén c6 van c6 the bi. Vai tuan cudi cla thoi ky mang thai ¢o the s& rat khing khicp. Toi da
chirg kién cac san phu ctia minh lach bach bude vao, tuyét vong udc gi con minh ra som..”

Lachbach?

“T6i s€ khong di lach bach dav,” toi vira ndi vira bat cuoi.

“Toi ¢ | ¢6 ciing thé thoi.” C ta cuoi lai. “P6 B céch ctia Ty nhién nhéim bét ¢6 di cham lai. Toi luon nghi viée canh bao vé thyre t€ trwde mit cho céc
ba bau lan dau thi chi ¢ tot ma thdi. Mang thai dau phai chi toan hoa hong va anh nang, c6 bict day!”

“Chinh x4c,” Luke chen vao. “Bon anh rat biét on viéc em lam, ding khong, Becky?”

“Phai,” t6i im bam, trong lic Veneria cubn bing do huyét 4p quanh canh tay toi

D6 14 11 néi di. Toi khong hé biét on ¢ ta. Toi chi mubn n6i cho rd nhur ban ngiy: t6i s& khong bao gidr di lach bach.

“Huyét 4p hoi cao mdt chit...” C6 nhiu mity nhin man hinh. “Hay dém bao minh ludn thodi mdi, Becky. C6 giing nim nghi hang ngdy, hay it nhat ciing
durng dirng lau qua. Ngoai ra phai co gitt binh tinh va tuoi tinh...”

Giit binh finh? Lam sao ma t6i gitt binh tinh durgc khi c6 ta dang bao toi ring t6i ¢6 vét ran va sép sira di lach bach?

“Nao, gio nghe mot chit nhé...” C6 ta boi mot it gel lén bung t6i, ldy may nghe tim thai ra, va t6i thur gian mot chit. Dy la phan t6i yéu thich nht trong

moi lan di khdm Nam nga ngudi ra sau, nghe tiéng tim con minh dép “wow, wow, wow”” trén nén am lao xao. Nhé ra ring trong d6 ¢ mit con ngudi
bé bong.

“Nghe hoan toan binh thuong ” Venetia roi giwdng trd lai ban va nguéch ngoac gi d6 1én bénh an cua toi. “A Luke ndy, em chot nhé ra, hom truée emda
16i chuyén voi Matthew va anh dy rat muon ty tap. Emcon tim duge mot bai bao vé anh chang Jeremy minh van hay nhic dén...” C6 ta luc ngin kéo 16i
ra mit sO cili ctia to New Yorker. “Ttr hoi Cambridge dén gio anh ta da tién xa dén thé ndy roi. Anh da doc sach anh ta viét vé Mao Trach Pong chua?

“Chura,” Luke ndi, tién dén céi ban ]éy t0 bao tr tay c6 ta. “Anh s& doc khi ndo ¢ thoi gian, cimon em”



“Chéc anh phai ban im,” Venetia ndi mot cach thong cam. C5 ta iy nurée mét trong ti ra rét modt coe va chi mdi Luke. “Méy van phong moi im an thé
nao anh?”’

“Ciing duoc.” Luke gat dau. “C6 vai truc triic dé hoi, tt nhién...”

“Nhung bon anh ¢6 Arcodas lam khach hang thi tuyét qua con gi.” C6 ta nghiéng nguoi ti vao ban, cau may ve tri thirc. “Bo hén | con duong tién t6i,
da dang hoa cac linh vire kinh doanh ngoai tai chinh. Va con s0 ti 16 mo rong ciia Arcodas 1 mot hién twong, em dang doc mdt bai vé cong ty ny trén to
FT. Iain Wheeler ¢6 vé rit 4n twong”

Nay...alo?
Ho hoan toan bd roi toi ndm day, nhu mdt con bo hung bi 14t ngira. Toi héng giong thit to, va Luke quay lai.
“Xin 161, em yéu! Em van 6n cht?” Anh vdi tién lai chia tay ra voi toi.

“Xin 11, Becky!” Venetia ndi dang Ay nuréc cho cd thdi. C6 ¢6 vé bi mét nurde. Gitt hrong nurde trong co thé luén cao 1 rét quan trong. C6 thyc su can
uong it nhat tm coc mrdc mdt ngay. Ciia cd day.”

“Camon!” Toi cuoi dap lai khi don ly ce nuée, nhung khi ngdi xudng, nhitng mbi hd nghi cir xoay mong mong day dmmudi trong d dAu toi. Venetia noi
chuyén rét tyr nhién voi Luke. Qua tr nhién. Lai con c0 loa Ién 1 t0i c6 vét ran da. Va ctr hit toc qua hat toc lai nhur thé mdt ngudi mu quéng cdo dau
20i dau trén ti vi. Bac si dau c6 gidng thé Fim, phai khong nhi?

“Dugc rdil” Veneria trd lai sau ban, viét bénh an cho t6i. “Hai ngudi con cau hoi gi khong? Nhing van dé hai nguoi mudn dé cap t6i2”
T6i liéc nhin Luke, nhung anh vira 16i di dong ra khoi tii. Toi thodng nghe thiy tiéng bzzz khi n6 rung,
“Xin 161 nhé,” anh n6i. “Anh nhéy ra ngoai mot chit. Cir tiép tuc ma khong c6 anh di nhé.” Anh dimg day va roi khoi phong, dong cira lai sau lung,

Thé 1 chi con hai ching t0i. Phy nit voi phy nit. Toi c6 thé cam thy ca céin phong ciing dang son gai ¢ én vi cing théing, it nhéit thi... phia t0i ciing dang
son gai oc.

“Becky?” Venetia khoe ham ring tréing hoan hao trong mdt ny cudi. “C6 con mudn ndi vé van dé gi nira khong?”

“Khong,” t0i dap lai vé d& chiu. “Nhu t6i n6i, moi thir déu on. Toi on... Luke on... va moi quan hé ctia ching toi khong the tt dep hon nita. C6 bit day
1a dra con thy thai ttr tuan trang mat ctia ching t6i chir?”” Toi khong thé cudng lai viéc ndi thém.

“U, t6i da nghe moi chuyén vé tudn tring mit tuyét voi ctia co rdil” Venetia kéu lén. “Luke n6i hai nguoi da dén Ferrara hdi o Y?”
“Diing vay.” T6i né mit mu curdi hdi trdng, “Ling man Em. Ching t6i uon coi d6 1 mot ky niém chung tuyét voi

“Hoi Luke va t6i dén théim Ferrara, chung t6i khong thé dit minh ra khoi nhimg birc bich hoa tuyét diéu dy. Toi chic | anh 4y da ké véi ¢d rdi” C0 ta
mo to mit ngy tho.

Luke va toi chra timg cling di xem bich hoa ¢ Ferrara. Ching t6i chi ngdi & mdt nha hing ngoai troi ca budi chiéu, udng nrou Prosecco va an nhiing
mon ngon nhat tran doi. Va anh ciling chra bao gio nhac dén viée tirng & d6 voi Venetia. Nhung khong doi nao t6i lai thii nhan dieu d6 voi ¢d ta.

“Thie ra, ching t6i khong hé di xem bich hoa,” cudi cling toi néi, ngim nghia moéng tay minh. “Luke d& ké cho t6i hét, tit nhién. Nhung anh n6i anh nghi
ching da duoc danh gia qua cao.”

“Dénh gid qua cao?”’ Venetia co hd ngd ngira.

“Uh-huh.” Téi khong roi mét khoi anh mét ¢6 ta. “Danh gid qué cao.”

“Nhung... anh 4y da chup bao nhiéu anh céc bure bich hoa.” C6 ta cudi to y khong tin. “Ching t6i d3 ni chuyén vé ching hang gio!”

“U, nhung ching t6i con ndi vé ching ca dém co!” t6i phan cong, “N6i chuyén ching da duoc danh gid qué cao so véi gia tri thre thé nao.”
Téi imra vé tu nhién xoay xoay nhin cudi ciia minh, sao cho vién kim cirong dinh hon anh 1én dudi anh dén.

Toi 12 vo ctia anh y. Toi biét anh 4y nghii gi vé bich hoa.

Venetia md miéng - 10i lai ngdm vao, trong bdi roi.

“Xin 161 nhé!”” Luke lai vao phong, cét dién thoai di, va Veneria ngay lp tirc quay sang anh.

“Luke, anh cé nhé nhitng burc bich hoa



“Ail” t61 6m bung, “Au.”
“Becky! Emyéu!” Luke hoang hét dén bén t6i. “Em khéng sao chir?”

“Chi hoi nh6i mdt chit thoi.” Toi né mdt ny cudi can dam véi anh. “Em chéic khong ¢6 gi phéi lo dau.” Toi liéc miit dic thing vé phia Venetia, ké gity
dang cau may nhu thé khong hi€u n6i toi.

“Trude day co timg bi dau thé niy bao giy chira?” ¢6 ta néi. “C6 ¢ thé md ta duoc khong?”
“Gid thi hét 16i,” t6i vo tur ndi. “Toi nghi d6 chi i dau x6c thoi.”

“Cho t0i biét ngay néu co bj thém bat cir con dau no,” 0 ta n6i. “Va nhé phai ludn giit tinh thin thodi méi. Huyét 4p co gio thi chira Bim sao, nhung
chiing ta cting khdng mong nd nhich thém chit nao nita. Bac sitrudc da giai thich cho ¢6 vé chirng ting huyét ap dot ngdt khi mang thai chua?”

“Chéc chin rdi,” Luke noi, liéc t6i, va toi gat.

“Tbt. Thé 6 bao trong nhé. C6 ¢6 thé goi cho t6i bét cir khi ndo. Va trude khi hai nguoi ra vé...” Veneria mo lich dé ban ctia ¢6 ra ra. “Ching ta phai
sap xep mdt budi toi de tat ca chung ta gap nhau moi duge. Ngay nurdi nhé... hay murdi hai? Gia sir toi khong phai dd dé dot xuat, tat nhién!”

“Ngiy mudi hai 4?7 Luke git dau, xem lai lich trong cai BlackBerry. “OK véi em chir, Becky?”

“Purgc a!” t61 ndi ngot ngao. “Chiing ta s€ tdi.”

“Tuyét. T6i s& goi thém vai ngudi nita. Sau ngan Ay nim lién lac lai that tuyét qua.” Venetia tho' hét ra va dit bit xudng, “Noi thét 1, ciing khé kho khan,
khi bat dau lai moi thir & London. Ban bé cil ctia t6i deu ¢6 cude song riéng; ho tién 1én. Ngoai ra, tat nhién 1 khong phai e nao 61 cling duy tri gio
gianh cho giao tiep xa hdi, ma Justin lai hay di nurde ngoai qua.” Nu cudi rang 1 clia ¢ ta giam di mdt chut.

“Justin 1a ban trai cia Venetia,” Luke giai thich voi toi.

Anh ban trai. T6i suyt thi quén anh ta ¢6 ton tai.

“A vang,” t6i lich sw n6i. “Anh dy lam gi?”

“Anh 4y ciing | mdt chuyén gia tai chinh.” Venetia voi tAm anh 1ong khung chyp mot anh chang trong dan dan mic com &, va khi ngim nghia n6 ca
khuon mit c6 ta bimg sang, “Anh 4y ¢6 y chiva dong lyc manh mé dén khong thé tin duoc, hoi gidng Luke mdt chut. D6i khi toi cam thiy minh bj bo roi
khi anh theo dudi mdt hop dong. Nhung t6i ¢6 thé 1am dugc gi chir? Toi yéu anh dy.”

“That ha?" Téi ngac nhién néi. ROi nhan ra cau d6 nghe thé ndo. “Y i ... o... tuyét qual”

“Anh 4y a Iy do t6i dén London.” Mit ¢6 ta van dan vao tim anh. “T6i gip anh Ay tai mdt bita tiéc & LA va don gian 1 t6i tan chay nhur bo.”

“Co da di ngan dy dudng u?” t6i n6i, kinh ngac. “Chi vi anh 4y?”

“Tinh yéu I thé nm, dung khong? C6 Am nhing viée dién khing chang vily do gica.” Venetia nguoc Ién, doi it xanh 14 long lanh. “Néunghé nay day
61 dugc gi, Becky a, thi d6 Ia tinh yéu. Tinh yéu con nguoi. Toi nhin thdy nd mdi lan trao mdt dira tré vao vong tay me n6... mdi lan t6i trong thiy mot
nhip dép tim turoi moi, tam tuin tudi, trén mén hinh va nhin ngém vé mét ctia cha me no.. Im1]anbenhnhancua i trd lai, 1n thir hai, thir ba. Chinh tinh
yéu da tao nén nhirng dira tré. Va c biét gi khong? Nhiing chuyén con lai ching quan trong gl.”

Wow. T6i hoan toan bi 4n tuong,

Cudi ciing thi ¢6 ta hoan toan khong theo dudi Luke. C6 ta dang yéu anh chang té nhat d6! Va ndi that 13, bai dién vin nho nho dy da thuc sy khién ti
romrom

“C6 n6i dung qua,” t6i khan khan n6i, bam chit tay Luke. “Tinh yéu la tht ca nhig gi quan trong trong céi thé gi6i dién rd, hdn loan ma ching ta goi ...
the giéi nay.”

Toi khong chéic ndi thé c6 ding khong, nhung ai thém quan tim chir? Toi d& hoan toan danh gia nhim Venetia. C6 &y khong phii l mdt con my chuyén
quyén rii dan 6ng. C6 1a mdt con ngudi nong nhiét, xinh dep, tran day tinh yéu thuong,

“Toi thure sy hy vong Justin co thé sap xép dén duoc vao ngiy murdi hai.” Cubi ciing ¢6 dit khung anh vao chd ciia né rdi vudt nhe mot cai triu mén.
“T6i rat muon hai nguodi gip anh ay.”

“Toi ciing thé!” t6i n6i, nhiét tinh chan thanh. “Toi dang cho dén ngay do day.”
“Gap emsau nhé, Ven.” Luke hon Venetia. “Cam on rat nhiéu.”

“Tambiét, Becky.” Venetia tang t6i mdt ny cuoi Am ap, than thién.



“Oi t6i gan nhur quén mét. Toi khong biét ¢6 ¢6 quan tAm chiit ndo khong - nhung mdt nha béo ciia to Vogue di goi dién cho t6i hom qua. Ho dang am
mot bai lon vé cac ba me tong lai ngon lanh nhat thanh London va muon t6i giéi thiéu vai cai tén. Toi nghi dén c6.”

“Vogue?” t6i nhin ¢6 tran trdi, clmg do ngudi.

“Di nhién ¢6 thé ¢6 khong quan tim. Viéc iy s& lién quan ti chup énh co trong phong ciia dira bé, mdt cude phong vén, Am téc, trang diém.. ho s&
cung cap do bau hang hi¢u...” C6 kh€ nhim vai. “T6i khong biét nita - d6 ¢ phdi nhiing thir ¢6 thich khong?”

Toi ding thuc 1 dang thd doc. Péy c6 phai l nhitng thir t6i thich khong dy a? Puoc trang diém va mic db hiéu va Ién Vogue... ¢ phai i nhimg viée t6i
thich khong 4y a?

“Anh diing thé,” Luke néi, thich tht nhin toi.

“Tuyét!” Venetia cham vao tay anh. “Ctr & em lo. Em & sip xép vu ndy.”
Rebecca Brandon

37 Maida Vale Mansions

Maida Vale

London NW6 OYF

Ngay 31 thang Tam nam 2003

Fabia than mén

T6i chi mubn n6i ching toi yéu can nha dep dé, long Iy cta chi biét bao. N6 diing la Kate Moss ctia céc ngbi nha.[2] Thue té, dung 14 né dep dén ngat
tho. To1 nghi n6 ximg dang duge xuat hién trén Vogue, chi ¢ nghi thé khong?

[2] khong phai v& kich ¢, hién nhién rdi.

Diéu nity goi t6i nhé dén mot viée nhé xiu mé t6i mudn nhés chi gitp. Tinh ¢ 10 lai dwge Vogue phong vin — nén dang bén khoin khong biét t0i ¢6 thé
ding can nha ctia chi d€ 1am nén chup hay khong?

Toi cling ty hdi khong ]Jiét 01 c6 thé dan dyng mot s canh ctia riéng t6i va ndi ring Luke va toi da song roi khong? Péng ndo thi ching t6i ciing s& song
0 d6 trude khi bao xuat ban. .. nén di€u ndy thue sy hop 1y!

Db lai, néu c6 diéu gi do t6i c6 thé im dwoc cho chi hodc ¢6 bét ctr san phdm thoi trang nio ma chi mudn t6i t6i king cho, t6i s& rat mirg!
Vi nhitng 161 chiic trén ca tot dep nhat

Becky Brandon

33 Buong Delamen

Maida Vale

London NW6 1TY

BAN FAX

1/9/03

FROM: FABIA PASCHALI

TO: REBECCA BRANDON

Becky

1. Tui Chloe Silverado, mau ndu vang nhat

2. Ao kaftan tim dinh cudm hiéu Matthew Willianson, size 8.
3. Giay dé bang Bricknell Princess mau xanh 14, size 39.

Fabia



Thu thur truong Truong Nit sinh Oxshott
C6 L. Hargreaves Puong Marlin
Oxshott

Surrey

KT22 0JG

Ngay 3 thang Chin ndim 2003

Becky thin mén

That tuyét khi nhin duoc tin ctia em sau ngﬁn e”iy nam, va c6 thyc sy nhd em ting 1a hoc sinh & day. Ai ma quén duge ¢ bé da khéi d4u cho con sbt “ti
tinh ban” nim 1989 co chir?

C6 rét vui khi em duogc xudt hién trén to Vogue - va diéu do, nhur emnbi, thit bat ngd. Du vy ¢6 van phai ni @& em yén tim ring cac thy c6 khong
ng6i trong phong hdi dong ma néi - “T6i ca 1a Becky Bloomwood s& khong bao gio [én ndi Vogue.”

Chéc chin ¢6 s& mua mdt to, tuy c6 nghi khong thé nao cd Hiéu trudng lai chﬁp thuan viéc mua cho mdi hoe sinh mot Ban Ky ni¢m Chinh thirc nhur em
giy.

Giri t6i em nhitng 10i chiic tot dep nhét

Lorna Hargreaves

Thu thu

PS. Emc6 con giit cudn In the fifth at Malory Towers khong? Tién phat cudn nay khé ning ddy.
Ban dang doc truyén 7in D6 Shopping C6 Baby duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai min phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chuong 9

Toi sép duoc Ién Vogue! Tudn trude, Martha, nguoi s& viét bai “Ba me twong lai ngon kinh nhit” da goi dién va ching t6i da c6 mdt cude ndi chuyén rat
lau va cyc ky hay ho.

C6 I& 61 d4 bia ra vai chuyén nho nho. Nhu ché do tap luyén hang ngdy ctia t61. Ca chuyén sang ndo t6i cling qua mim x0i nghién, va chuyén t6i da lam
tho cho dira con chura chao doi cta minh ra sao (t01 lubn c6 thé chép vai bai tir quyen nao do). Ngoai ra t6i con ndi I ching t6i da song 6 can nha trén

duong Delamain d6 16i, vi nghe c6 vé hay hon Ia song trong can hd.

Nhung van dé 12 ching bao Jau nita ching t6i ciing s& song & d6 thoi. Thye ra gio nd da la cua ching toi 1di. Va ¢6 Martha dy thire sur quan tim dén vu
phong tré riéng cho con trai va con gai. C6 ta ndi chung s& 1a di€ém nhan cua birc anh. Mot diém nhan!

“Be Ckyl?”

Mot giong ndi cét ngang suy nghi cia t0i, t6i ngang 1én nhin thay Eric dang budc qua san nha tién v& phia t6i. Toi lap tirc gidu danh séch ciia minh dudi
mot tap catalog MaxMara va dao mat mot ot khap ctra hang dé dam bao rang khong phai minh vira bo qua mét khach hang dang lap 16 dau do.
Nhung ching c6 ai. May hom nay budn ban khong duoe thudn loi lam.

Noi thit  ching ti con gip mdt thim hoa nita. Aid6 ¢ bo phan markering quyét dinh tién hanh mot chién dich “quéng cdo truyén miéng”, thué sinh vién
quang cao v¢ The Look trén pho va phat to roi trong cac quan ca phé. Vu nay han 14 da tuyét voi lam, néu ho khong giao cho mdt nhdom an cép vat,
nhiing ké sau d6 con vao ctra hang va tho ca mot bd my pham Benefit. Chiing da bi bat... nhung ngay ca nhu the. To Daily World dugc mdt ngay tha ho
viet, vé chuyén “The Look da qua tuyét vong, gio con rude thém bon tdi pham chinh hi¢u.”

Cira hang hoang ving hon bao gid hét, va dé bdi thém mdt et nita, niim nhén vién da xin nghi viée trong tun ndy. Thao nao Eric trong cau tiét thé.
“Jasmine dau?”’ Anh liéc quanh khu tiép tan ctia bd phan mua sim c4 nhan.

“Co ay ... trong kho,” t61 ndi doi.


http://ebookfull.net

Thyc ra, Jasmine dang ngu trén san mot phong thay d?{ nao do. Ly thuyét mGi ctia ¢6 13, vi cong viée ching c6 gi ma kim, ¢6 ¢ thé ding thoi gian m
viéc dé ngl con dém thi di cau lac bo. Peén nay ly thuyét niy van hoat dong kha hi€u qua.

“Um, drsao thi c6 m6i 1 ngudi t6i mudn gip.” Anh cau may. “T6i vira nhan duoc ban fax hop ddng cho vu Danny Kovitz. Rt im yéu sach, anh ban
ndy cua c0. Anh ta ndird 1 vé miy bay hang nhat, phong suite & khach san Claridge, xe limo riéng, nude khoang San Pellegrino khong han ché, “khuay
deéu, roi lay hét bot dr’...”

Toi ¢ nén cudi. Ping kiéu Danny roi.

“Anh 4y |2 mdt nha thiét ké 1on, quan trong,” t6i nhiic Eric nhé. “Lam tai nhiéu tat ma.”

“ ‘P dam bao qué trinh séng tao,” * Eric doc to Ien, “ *ong Kovitz yéu cu ¢6 mdt céi bat dudong kinh it nhat muoi inch, day keo déo nhiéu méu. Khong
duoc ¢6 mauxanh 14.” Y t6i la, chuyén v& van gi vay?” Anh ta dap dap to gidy buc tire. “Anh ta mong doi gi chir, rang s€ c6 nguoi nio d6 ngbi hang gio
nhat keo déo xanh 14 ra khoi bat roi wirt di chac?”

Oii. Minh thich keo déo xanh l4 cay.

“T6i khong ngai lo viée nay dav,” toi chot noi.

“Tbt.” Eric thd dai. “Um, t6i chi ¢6 thé noi ring, t6i hy vong toan bd nhing nd hre va tién bac ndy I ximg dang.”

“Déng ma!” t6i n6i, bi mt cham vao cai ban gd dé cau may mén. “Danny 1 nha thiét ké hot nhét trong tAm tay! Anh Ay s& nay ra y tuong vé thir gi d6
cuc ky xuat sac, mang tinh dinh hurdng va hién dai. Roi moi nguroi s€ 1 uot kéo dén ctra hang, Toi hira!”

Toéi thyc sy, thue sy hy vong minh ding,

Khi Eric khénh khang di khuét, t6i tur hoi khong biét c6 nén goi dién cho Danny xem anh 4y da c6 y tudng gi chua. Nhung chura kip goi thi dién thoai da
1e0.

“Al6?”

“Chao em!” giong Luke vang Ién. “Anh day.”

“Oi, chio anh!” tdi nga ngudi ra sau ghé, sin sang budn chuyén. “Nay, em vira nghe tin vé hop dong ctia Danny. Anh s& khéng bao gio doan duoc...”
“Becky, anh e I chiéu nay anh khong di dugc.”

“Céi gi?”” Ny cudi cia t6i tudt mat.

Chiéu nay 1 budi hoc tién san dau tién ctia ching t6i. La budi ma ngudi duoc chon & ciing minh khi sinh ciing phai dén, ching t6i s& tap thd va két ban
subt doi. Va Luke da hira s& t6i. Anh d4 hira.

“Anh xin 18i.” Anh ¢6 vé lo dang. “Anh biét minh da ndi s& toi. Nhung ¢ cong ty ¢6 chit... khing hoang,”

“Khing hoang”” toi dimg bat day, lo ling,

“Khong han I khing hoang,” anh Iap tirc chita lai. “Chi ... c6 viée khong t6t lim xay ra. S& 6n thoi. Chi 1 mdt truc tric nho thoi.”
“Chuyén gi thé anh?”

“Chi Ia... mbt vy c&i va ndi by nho nhd. Anh s& khong di sau vao chuyén do. Nhu‘ng anh thuc su rt tiéc vu chiéu nay. Anh mudn dén d6 Bm” Nghe
giong anh ¢6 vé day dirt mdt cach chan thanh. C6 cau 1én véi anh gio cling chang dé lam gi.

“OK ma anh.” Toi gidu mdt tiéng thd dai. “Minh em ciiing s& 6n thoi”
“Chéing I8 khong ai di cing em duoc sao? Hay i Suze

D6 ciing la mdt y twéng, Déng ndo thi t6i ciing dwoc Suze chon i ngwdi & bén c6 Ay khi ¢b Ay sinh con. Ching t6i a ban kha thin. Ma c6 ai d6 di cing
s€ hay hon.

“C6 I8 thé.” Toi gat dau. “Thé i nay thi anh c6 di duoc khong?”

Téi nay chﬁpg 01 c()’h¢n voi Venetia, ban trai ¢6 va toan by ban cting hoc véi Luke & Cambridge. Toi thue sy mong chd dip ndy, trén thuc té t6i con
dang dinh say toc kicu nita.

“Hy vong thé. C6 gi anh s& bao v6i em”

“OK. Hen ggip anh sau.”



Toi tat may va dang dinh goi s6 cta Suze thinhd ra chiéu nay ¢6 co ké hoach dua Emie dén’mf)t nhémmau gido mGi. Vay nén cd s& khong di cing t6i
duoc. Toi nga nguoi lai ra sau ghé, nghi rat hing, Minh ciing c6 thé ty di mt minh. Minh muon ndi 13, minh dau c6 s¢ mdt dam ba bau chir, ding khong
nhi?

Hoic Ia...

Toi lai cAm dién thoai Ién va bam phim tit goi mdt s6.

“Chao me,” ti n6i ngay khi dau bén kia nhic méy. “Chiéu nay me c¢6 dinh m gi khong?”

Lép hoc tién san duoc t6 chire trong mdt ngdi nha & Islington ¢6 tén la “Lya chon, Stre manh, Tam tri c6i md”, thue sy hay, toi thay the Chéc chin
dau oc t6i coi mo. Khi di doc con pho dén ngdi nha, t6i thiy me dimg chiéc Volvo lai va dd duroc xe vao chd, sau khoang tam lan c6 ging, quét phai
thing rac mot lan va dwoc modt tai xé xe tai nhay ra khoi xe ctia anh ta hudéng dan.

“Me oi!” t61 goi, khi cudi cung ne ciing ra duoc khoi xe, trong hoi kich dong. Me dang miic mot hiéc quén tré.ng lich thiép, 4o khoac thé thao xanh linh
thiy va giay luoi hang hiéu bong 16n.

“Becky!” Mt me sang bimg Ién. “Trong con tuyét qua, con yéu. Ra di ndo, Janice!” Me dép dap cira kinh xe. “Me rti Janice di cing, Con khong phién
chir, con yéu?”

“O... khong,” t0i ngac nhién n6i. “Tét nhién 1 khong a.”

“Co dy dang chang ¢6 viéc gi lam, nén sau day me dinh i co 4y dén cira hang Liberty dé xemméy thir d0 vai voc cho phong tré. BS da son méu vang,
nhung b6 me van chura quyét dinh mau rém cira...” Me liéc nhin bung t6i. “C6 dau mdi gl 1a con trai hay con gai chwa?”

Toi chot nho t6i B Dy doan Gidi tinh van dang gidu trong ngiin kéo dd 16t ctia minh, hai tuén sau khi t6i mua. T6i cir 16i 6 ra lién tuc, 16i khong ¢6 gan
va lai cét di. C6 18 t6i can Suze c6 v tinh than.

“Khong rd lim” t61 noi. “Gio thi chura a.”

Ctra xe bat mo va Janice ra khoi xe, kéo theo mdt biii dd dan. “Becky, chiu yéu!” ba ni khong ra hoi. “Chi ¢6 cin déng cira bang diéu khién tir xa
khong Jane?”

“Chj déng cira vao da, roi t6i s& khoa bang diéu khién tir xa,” me ra nh. “Sap manh vao.”
Toi ¢6 thé trong thiy mot ¢d gi mang bau mic véy ndu dang goi cira mdt ngdi nha cach ching t6i méy nha nita. Han 1 chd d6 roi!

“T6i dang nghe tin nhéin ctia Tom 4y m,” Janice ndi, nhét que dan lai vao cai tii c6i, cling voi dién thoai di dong. “Téi s& gip n6 sau viy. N6 ¢t n6i toan
chuyén Jess! Jess thé nay, Jess thé kia...”

“Jess?” ti nhin ba chim chép. “Va Tom?”
“Tét nhién!” Ca gurong nit ba rang r& hin én. “Chiing n6 thire sy lam thanh mdt cip dang yéu. Toimudn hy vong gi, nhung...””
“Nay, hiy nhé, Janice,” me ndi chéc nich, “chi khong thé theo dugc my chuyén ndy ctia tui tré dau.”

Jess va Tom dang hen ho sao? Va chi tham chi con chura budn ké cho t6i? Thét tinh. Séang hom sau bita tiéc t6i da hoi chuyén voi Tom [a thé ndo thé,
nhung chi chi 1§ vé hoan toan ngurong nghiu va danh trong lang, Nén t6i cho rang chura cd gi ca.

To1 khong thé ngan minh’cém théy hoi bi xtic pham. Toan bd y nghiia ctia viée ¢ chi em gai I3 ban goi dién cho ¢6 a"iy ké chuyén ban trai mdi ctia minh.
Chur khong phai cho ¢6 ay ra ria.

“Ttee ... Jess va Tom dang di lai véi nhau?” t6i hoi cho chéc.
“Ching n6 than thiét Bim.” Janice gt dau nhu bd cii. “Rat, rat thin. Va co phai n6i Jess 1 mdt co gii rit siu. C6 va cd Ay hop nhau rat nhanh!”
“That 47”61 c6 dé khong c6 vé qua ngac nhién - nhung t6i khong thé thiy Jess va Janice c6 diém gi chung,

“Thét chir! Nha c6 va Jess cam thiy nhur ngudi trong nha vy. Trén thuc té, ¢ va cha Martin da quyét dinh hodin chuyén du lich trén bién vao he t6i, dé
phong trudng hop ching ta c6 mot...” Ba ngung lai. “Pam cudi,” ba thi tham.

bam cuéi?
OK. Minh phai n6i chuyén voi Jess thoi. Ngay bay gio.

“Ching ta dén roi,” me n6i khi chiing t6i tién dén cira, trén c6 bién dé&: XIN MOI VAO ROI BO GIAY RA.



“Chinh x4c thi mdt Iop hoc tién san s& dién ra trd gi?” Janice hoi, théo doi xang dan Kurrt Geiger ra.
“Tép tho va nhitng thir tirong tur,61 ndi mp mo. “Chuén bi cho viéc sinh con.”
“Hoan toan thay ddi so véi thoi ctia chiing ta, Janice a,” me chen vao. “Ching nb bay gid con c6 ca huén luyén vién sinh con!”

“Huén luyén vién! Nhu vin dong vién tennis!” Janice 6 vé& phén khich trude ¥ tuéng nay. Roi ny cudi clia ba vt tit va siét cénh tay 0i. “Toi nghiép
Becky bé bong. Chau chiing hé biét minh dang dén thén vao cai gi.”

“Da,” t61 noi, hoi hodng, “Thé... im... ching ta vao dugc chua?”

Lép hoc duge t6 chire trong mbt can phong trong nhu phong khach. Ném nhdi hat x6p duge xép thanh vong tron, da ¢6 vai ba bau ngdi d6 cing méy
ong chdng nguong nghiu ¢ bén.

“Xin chao.” Mot phy nit manh mai téc den dai mic quﬁn tap yoga budc vao. “Toi la Noura, gido vién tién san ctia cac ban,” ¢d ndi giong nho nhe.
“Chao mirng da toi.”

“Chao Noura!” t6i cudi troi va bét tay ¢o. “Téi a Becky Brandon. Day 1a me t6i... Con day 1 Janice.”

“A.” Noura git du ra vé hiéu biét rdi bét tay Janice. “Rét vinh hanh dwoc gip chi, Janice. Chi 1... ddi tac ctia Becky? Chdc nita méy cap dong giéi nira
ciing t6i, nén xin dirng cam thay...”

Oi trdi 0! C6 Ay nghi...

“Ching t6i khong phai les!” Toi voi cat ngang 14 ¢6, ¢b ging khong cuoi khi thiy nét myit hoang mang ciia Janice. “Janice chi 1 hang x6m ciia ching toi
thoi. Tinira c6 ay s€ di cing me dén Liberty.”

“Oi, t6i hiéu ri.” Noura dudng nhu hoi thit vong, “Pugc rdi, moi vio, ca ba. Moingdi.”
“Me va Janice s& di Ay ca phé,” me noi, tién dén cai ban sat twong, “Con ngdi di, Becky.”

“Vay Becky nay,” Noura n6i khi t6i rén rén ngdi xubng mdt cai ném xSp. “Chiing ta s& di quanh phong, tur gioi thiéu. Laetitia vira giai thich |a ¢6 4y s&
sinh con tai nha. C6 dinh sinh con ¢ dau?”

“O Cavendish v¢i Venetia Carter,” t6i n6i, ¢ limra vé than nhién.

“Wow,” mt ¢ mic vay hong noi. “Cé phai co dy doy dé cho tit ca cac ngdi sao khong?”

“Vang, Thire ta c6 4y 1 ban kha than ciia t61.” T6i khong thé khong ndi thém, “T6i nay ching ti ¢ hen di choi, thuc ra 1 thé.”
“Thé ¢6 da nghil xem minh mu6n sinh con kiéu gi chura?” Noura tiép tuc.

“T6i s& sinh con trong nurdc voi hoa sen va mat xa kiéu Théi,” t6i n6i ddy tur hio.

“Tuyét voil” Noura danh d4u gi 6 Ién danh sach ctia ¢6. “Tirc 1 vé mit Iy tudng co thich sinh con kiéu néng dong [1]?”

[1] Nguyén vin “Active Birth”™ Kiéu sinh con trong dé nguoi me tich cue tham gia, bang cach diéu khién co thé minh theo ban néing hon i dwa vao sur
giup dd clia cac yeu to bén ngoai nhu béc si, thudc, v.v. Nhung Becky chi hicu theo nghia den ctia tir nay: Sinh con ning dong,

“Um...” t6i hinh dung ra minh bong bénh trong mot bon nurée 4m dé chiu, trén nén nhac va giira nhirg bong sen dap dénh xung quanh, c6 thé cam ca
mot ly cocktail nira. “Khong, t6i nghi thure ra kha thy dong.”

“C6 mudn sinh con kiéu... thy dong?” Noura c6 vé bi rbi.

“U.” Toi gt dau. “V& mat Iy tudng thi thé.”

“Va ca thubc giam dau?”

“Toi da co mot hon d4 dac biét ding khi sinh né ctia ngudi Maori roi,” toi tur tin ndi. “Va t6i con tap yoga nira. Nén chic I t6i s& OK thoi”

“Toi hiéw.” Trong Noura nhu kiéu dinh néi thém ginita. “Puoc 101, cudi clng c6 ndi. “Nao. Gio trude it cac ban la mau don vé ké hoach sinh con va
t61 muon cac ban dién hét vao. Chung ta s€ lay moi y tudng cac ban ghi ra lam chu dé thao ludn.”

C6 tiéng xi xam khi moi ngudi clng cAm bt chi én va bt du n6i chuyén véi ban cing di.

“T6i ciing mudn nghe v kién ctia me Becky va Janice.” Noura ndi thém, khi me va Janice ra nhdp lai nhom “Khong phai liic ndo chiing ta cling ¢6 co'hoi
dugc nghe nhitng phy nit dirng tuoi ttrng trai qua viée sinh nd va lam me ndi va hoc hoi duge sy thdng thai ctia ho.”



“Tét nhién rdi, céc ban yéu quy! Ching t6i s& ké cho cac ban moi thir vé viée ndy.” Me liy ra mdt phong bac ha. “Ai an keo Polo khong?”

T6i cam bt chi 1én - rdi lai dat xubng, Minh phai nhén tin cho Jess ngay xem c6 chuyén gi. T6i 161 dién thoai ra, tim s di dong ctia chi rdi bam tin.
OMG Jess! Chi dang hen ho véi Tom ddy 42272

R&i t6i x6a di. Qué khich dong. Chi s& phat hoang toan tap va khong doi ndo tra oi.

Hi Jess. Tinh hinh thé ndo? Bex.

Thé ndy kha hon roi. T6i bimnit Send va hudng chi y ctia minh tré lai bang ké hoach sinh nd. D6 1 mdt danh sach toan ciu hoi, ¢6 chd trong dé dién
cau tra loiL

1. Nhitng wru tién ctia ban khi bat dau tro da 1a gf?

Toi vét 6¢ suy nghi mdt lat, roi viét: “Trong xinh dep.”

2.Ban dbi ph6 v6i nhing con dau thoi ky dau thé nao? (VD: tim nude ndng, xoa bop chan tay.)
Téi dang dinh viét 12 “Di shopping” thi dién thoai bip bip. Tin nhén tra 1i ciia Jess!

Van 6n. Camon em

Pung 14 Jess. Vi tir, ching mang thong tin gi. Toi lap tirc nhéin lai:

Chi dang hen ho véi Toma??

“Nop gidy ndo, moi ngurdi” Noura vd vo tay. “Xin cac ban dimg bit. .. Hét iy 16i sao? Troi a, y nhu kiém tra ¢ truong. Toi én ndp cubi cling, nhét nd
vao gitta d& Noura khong trong thiy. Nhung c6 1t mt hrot cac ban, vira doc vira git gii. Ri co dimg lai.

“Becky, dudi cau ‘wu tién khi bit dau tré da’ ¢o dién “Trong xinh dep’.” C6 ngéng dau Ién. “Day ¢6 phai mbt trod diia khong?”

Sao tAt ca moi ngudi déu dang nhin minh thé nhi? TAt nhién d6 khong phai tro dia.

“Khi bé ngoai xinh dep thi s& cam thiy d& chiu! D6 i cach giam dau ty nhién. Tat ca ching ta déu nén trang diém hodc imtoc...”

T duoc nhitng cai cau méy va tiéng cudi ric rich tir khip ca phong, tat ca trir mdt c6 niic 4o hong sanh diéu, ¢ 4y dang gat dau tan thanh.
“Pong y véi chil” ¢6 n6i. “Téi th lam thé con hon xoa bép chan tay.”

“Hoic 14 di shopping,” t6i néi thém. “Céch do chira duge con nghén budi sang, nén...”

“Shopping chita khoi con nghén sang?”” Noura cit ngang. “C6 dang ndi vé cai gi vay?”

“Trong miy tuan dau mang thai, mbi lin thay budn non L t6i lai dén Harrods mua gi dy dé khoi nghi vé nd,” t6i giai thich. “Thuyre sur ¢6 hiéu qua.”
“T6i thi thuong order qua mang,” ¢ 40 hong noi.

“C6 18 céc ban c6 thé thém vao danh sach cac cach chita,” t6i goi y day thién chi. “Sau muc ubng tra gimg dy.”

Noura hé hc miéng - rdi lai ngdm lai. C6 quay sang mot ¢d khéc dang gio ray, dung liic d6 dién thoai t6i lai bip bip béo tin nhéin moi.

Gan nhur thé.

Gan nhu thé? Y chi a gi? T6i nhanh tay bam

Janice nglii ¢ sép cudi!

T6i bim Send. Ha. Thé ndy s& kich thich chi hon.

“OK. Chuyén sang myc khac nao.” Noura lai tién vao giita phong. “Sau khi ngd qua cau tra 101 cua cac ban, t6i thiy 16 rang i cac ban déu rép trung
nghi dén chuyén sinh nd va lam sao d€ doi phd voino.”” C6 nhin quanh nhdm “Cau dap dau tién cia t6i [a: ding lo. Cac ban cd thé doi phd. T cac ban.”

Nhirng tiéng cudi cang thing ro 1én quanh phong.

“Pling vy, cac con dau co thé rat dit doi,” Noura noi. “Nhung co thé céc ban duoc cAu tao dé chiu dung duoc ching, Va diéu cac ban cﬁr} nhé 1, do
1a sy dau don tich cue. Toi chic 1a hai bac day cling dong y?”” C6 nhin vé phia me va Janice, Janice d2 161 que dan ra va dang dan thoan thoat.



“Tich cyc?” Janice ngang Ién, kinh hoéng, “Oi khong, ¢ oi. Toi dau khon kho khon nan. Hai muoi tur gio trong c4i nong hé nghiét nga. Toi woe gi khong
ai trong so cac c0 t0i nghiép & dy phai ganh chiu dieu do.”

“Va hdi 4y ching t6i con khong c6 thube giam dau nita,” me t0i chen ngang. “Loi khuyén ciia t6i B hily dong ¥ tiém, udng moi loai ho ¢6."

“Nhung van c6 cac phuong phap tw nhién, mang tinh ban néng hon ma cac ban co thé 4p dung,” Noura nhanh chong n6i thém. “T6i chéic 1 céc béc thiy
x0a bop va thay doi tu thé giip dd dau hon?”

Me va Janice nhin nhau nghi ngai.

“Toi s& khong nbi thé daw,” me 6n ton noi.

“Hay Ia tim nude Am?” Noura 201y, ny cudi trén mit ¢d co lai.

“Tém?” me bat cudi vui vé. “C oi, khi ¢ dang bi timg con dau dén khé sé hanh ha va chi mubn chét thi tim tép ciing ching ich loi méy dau!”
T6i c6 thé nhan thay Noura dang trd nén hoi cu qua céi cach ¢ hit thd sdu hon va siét tay lai thanh ndm dam

“Nhung cudi cing ching 18 diéu d6 lai khong dang gia sao? Sy dau don dudng nhur 1 mot cai gia khé thép, nu so v6i niém vui khi dem lai mot sy séng
moi

“A...”” Me trao cho t6i mdt anh it nghi ngd. “Tat nhién, t6i rat hanh phiic khi sinh ra Becky bé bong, Nhung thuc s toi da ¢b giit chi c6 mot dira. Ca
hai chiing t6i, dting khong, Janice?”

“Khdng bao gio nita.” Janice ring minh. “Cé cho t61 mot triu bang ciing khong,”

Khi nhin hrét mot heot khéip phong toi thiy mit ctia tit ca cac ba céc c6 déu di dong bang, Ca mit ctia hiu hét cac anh nita.
“Puoc rdi” Noura ndi, 16 rang 1 ¢b ging dé giir vé d& chiu. “Vang, cam on hai bac i... nhitng 1o khich 18 d6.”

“Chuyén nho!” Janice lai hin hoan tiép tuc mia kim dan.

“Gi¢r chiing ta s thir immdt bai tap thér nho nho,” Noura tiép tuc, “céi ndy, tin hay khong thi tily, s& ¢6 ich véi cac con co thit lic bét dau sinh. Toi
muon tat ca cac ban ngodi thang Ién va hit thé ndng. Hit vao... thd ra... ding 16i...”

Trong khi t6i dang thd ndng thi dién thoai lai bip.

Ha! Téi ¢6 nin cudi va nhén tin lai.

La tinh yéu 722

Vai phit sau dién thoai lai bip ¢6 tin nhan moi.

Bon chi dang c6 vai van dé

Oi troi. Hy vong Jess khong sao. Toi khong cb ¥ tréu choc

Thé nay doi hoi phai khéo Ko, vira tap thor vira nhén tin dy. Nén toi bo bai tap tho va bam:

Vén dé j? sao ¢ ko ké véi e?

“Chau dang nhéin tin vi ai thé, chau yéu?” Janice n6i, ba ciing bo dé bai tap tho ndng dé gio méu dan ra xem

“A... chi A mdt nguoi ban thdi a,” t6i n6i nhe bang, ding lic mdt tin nhéin nita dén. Jess hin 1 ciing b do viée chi dang lam, dit 14 viée gi.
Chi khong muén lam phién em, chuyén dé hoi im

Thit tinh. Sao ma Jess lai nghi 1 chj dang im phien t6i duoc? Toi mudn biét vé cude song yéu duong ctia chi. “C 1a chi e ma!!!” t6i dang dinh nhéin tin
tiep thi Noura vo tay d€ moi ngudi chuy.

“Thur gian ndo, moi ngudi. Bay gios chiing ta sap thir im mdt bai tap don gian gitp thur gian dau 6. Ban tap cta céc ban s& ndm cénh tay ban va véo,
khi€n ban bi bam timkiu cti. Va cac ban s€ tap tho' d¢ qua con dau. Hay tap trung suy nght, thu giéin di nao... Cac ban tap, dig so khi tang ap hre! Va
cac ban s¢€ thay strc chiu dung ctia minh cao hon minh tudng thé nao! Becky, t6i lay ¢6 Iam mau nhé, néu dugc?”’ c6 ndi thém, tien lai.

Da day t6i 10n ting pheo céng thing, T6i khong thich 4m thanh ctia cum tir “bam tim kiéu cii”. Hay ké ca mot vét bam tim kiéu mdi tinh ciing khong.
Nhung t61 khong the t6 ra so sét duoc, moi nguoi dang nhin toi.



“Thé ciing dugc,” t6i n6i, hing héi dua tay ra.

“Hién nhién | dau dé s& kinh hon thé nay nhidu, nhung chi dé cho cac ban chit khai niém...”

C6 ndm Ay canh tay t6i. “Nao, thd di...”

“Aul” t6i n6i, khi co bét ngd véo tay toi. “Au, dau qua!”

“Thé di, Becky,” Noura hudng dan. “Thur gjdn nio.”

“T6i dang tho day! Auuu!”

“Gior thi con dau dang manh hon...” Noura phdt  toi. “Hay tudng tuong ring con co dang dén dinh diém...”
T6i hdn hén the nang nhoc khi Noura véo da tdi con manh hon.

“Gid thi n6 dang rit dan... rdi hét hin.” ¢6 budng tay t6i ra, né mot nu cudi vai toi. “C6 thiy khong, Becky? C6 da thiy minh ¢6 thé ddi pho v6i nd thé
nao chura, du cd sg bao nhiéu?”

“Phil.” T6i suyt hét hoi.

“C6 6 nghil minh hoc durge gi ¢6 gia tri tir viée nay khong?”” Co nhin toi git dau vé hiéu biét. “Mot diéu gi d6 gitip ¢ chuan bi tinh thin trrde ndi s hai
ctia minh?”

“C6.” Toi nghiém trang gt dau. “Toi da hoc duoc ring toi chéc chdn i can thudc t&.”
“Ding thude mé éy cona,” me chen vao. “Hodc md dé!”
“Bac khong thé ding thubc mé durge.” Noura nhin me khong tin ndi. “Dau phéi cir twr dung ma nguoi ta cho ding, béac biét ma!”

“Becky s& dénchd Xin nhét London!” me phan tng, ‘N6 co thé c6 moi thir nd mudn! Nay con yéu, néu me la con me s€ mat xa kiéu Thai rdi ngdm minh
trong bon tam trude khi dé that, 16i sau do 1a thudc t€ va liéu phap huong thom...”

“Pay a sinh con!” Noura gio Ién, vd dau birt toc. “C6 dang sinh ra mot dira tré chir khong phai yéu cau theo danh muc dich vu phong khéch san chét
bam nao do!”

Lang im choang vang,

“T6i xin 161, ¢6 n6i binh finh hon. “T6i... khong biét minh bj lim sao nira. Ching ta gidi lao mot chit. Cac ban ty nhién ding d6 ubng nhé.”
C6 cim dau budc ra khoi phong, va tiéng xi xam n6i chuyén bt dau o Ién.

“Thoi!” me n6i, nhurdng méy. “Toi nghil 6 ngudi can phai tap tho ndng! Janice, ching ta dén Liberty dugc chwa?”

“Tir tir doi toi dan xong hing ndy da.” Janice dién cudng mia que dan. “Nhin nay! Xong rdi. i cing khong, Becky?”

“Chau khong biét nira,” t6i n6i, din vit. “C6 1& chéu nén 6 lai dén cubi gio.”

“Me nghii Noura khong biét ¢6 ta dang ni gi dau!” me Ién tiéng thong dong, “Me va Janice s& cho con biét moi thir con can biét. Va con ¢6 thé gitp me
chon mdt cai tii xach moi!”

“Thé thi OK a.” Toi dimg bat day. “Pinao!”

Khi t0i mua sdm xong ciing hai ba va di im t6c xong thi da séu gio. Toi vé nha théy Luke trong phong im viéc. Dén dém tit hét, va anh chi ngdi do
trong bong toi.

“Luke?” t6i dt dong tli mua sém xubng. “Moi chuyén 6n chi?” Anh quay sang phia giong n6i ctia t6i, va ngang déu lén. Toi ng6 anh ngac nhién. Mt
anh cang thang qua, voi mdt vét nhan doc giita d6i Iong may.

“On,” cudi ctng anh noi. “Moi chuyén dnca”
Toi thi thiy ching ¢6 vé gi i n. Toi bude vao phong lam viée, ngdi Ién cai ban dbi dién anh va nhin mt anh tht k.
“Luke, vu khing hoang & cong ty hom nay thé nao roi?”

“P6 khong phai mdt vu khing hoang,” Anh ¢b ging nd nu cudi. “Anh ding nhim tir. D6 chi k... mot vu viée. Ching ¢ gi quan trong, Tt ca déu duoc
gidi quyet xong xudi ca roi.”



“Nhung..”
“Em thi thé ndo?” Anh vudt ve tay toi. “Lép hoc ra sao?”

“O1.” Téi ¢b nhé lai. “A thi... ciing duge. Anh khong bo 1 gi nhiéu dau. Hét gir em di mua sim v6i me va Janice. Bon em di dén shop Liberty va
Browns...”

“Em c6 lam qua strc khong ddy?”” Anh nhin k§ t6i ddy lo king. “Em c6 nghi ngoi khong? Nho nhimg gi Venetia n6i vé huyét ap day.”
“Em khong sao ma!” t6i viy mot tay trong khong khi. “Chura timng thiy khoe hon thé nay.”

“Tét,” Luke liéc ddng hd, “ching ta nén di sém thoi. Anh s& tim nhanh mdt cai rdi goi taxi.” Giong anh kha vui vé, nhung khi anh dimg day t6i dé y thay
vai anh hoi cang ra.

“Luke...” toi ngép ngimg, “Moi thir van 6n that chir?”

“Becky, dimg lo.” Luke dat ca hai ban tay t6i vao tay anh. “Moi chuyén on ca. Ngay nio bon anh ciing ¢ nhitng cudc khing hoang nho nho. Day 1a dic
tinh cong vi€c, embiet ma. Bon anh xir Iy chiing r0i tién én. Co 1€ anh chi hon thurong 1€ thoi. Pon gian vi tai thoi diém nay anh rat ban.”

“Um, OK,” t6i n6i, diu di. “Anh di tim di.”

Anh di doc hanh lang dén phong ngii trong khi t6i chét dong tti vao sanh. Toi kha mét, thuc sy 1a thé, sau mdt budi chiéu voi me va Janice. C6 18 toi
cting phai tam mot cai, sau khi Luke xong. T6i c6 theé dung gel tai tao da mii hwong thao va tép vai dong tac yoga dan co de tiep thém sinh luc.

Hoic néu khong thi t6i ¢6 thé an nhanh méy cai KitKat. Toi vao bép va vira moi dang dinh iy cai hop xudng thi chudng cira reo. Khong thé nio da co
taxi TO1.

“Xin chao?” t61 ndi vao dién thoai ndi bo.

“Becky a?” mit giong sang sang dap lai. ‘Jess day.”

Jess?

Toi kinh ngac bam nit cira. Jess lam gj & day thé nhi? Minh con khong biét chi dang & London.

“Murdi im pht nira taxi s& t61.” Luke tho ddu vao ctra bép, quan mdi chiée khin tim

“T6t hon anh nén méc cai gi vao di,” t6i noi. “Jess dang trong thang may Ién day.”

“Jess 42" Trong Luke bat ngd hét stre. “Ching ta ddu 6 hen voi chi nhi, hay B ¢6?”

“Khong” Téi nghe thiy tiéng lanh canh diu dang ctia chudng cira can ho minh va chot bat cuoi. “Nhanh Ién anh, nic quén 4o vao!”

T6i mo cira va thiy Jess, méic quan jeans, gidy thé thao va a0 khong tay bo st mau ndu, thure sy kha dep theo phong cach hoai cd, thap nién 1970.

“Chao em!” Ch om t6i that chét. “Emkhoe khong, Becky? Chi di gip gido su huong dan, tién thé ghé qua. Chi da thir goi dién hoi trude nhung dudng
day ban sudt. Thé nay khong sao chir?”

Trong chi hoi cang thing quéa. That tinh! Ctr nhur thé ti sép sira n6i, “U, ding ddy, chi bién di” vy.
“Tét nhién 1 khong sao!” t6i ndng nhiét 6m lai chi. “Duroc gip chi that tuyét. Chi vao nha dil”

“Chi mang mdt mon qué‘l dén cho chau.” Chi thoc tay vao ba 16 16i ra mdt bd 4o lién quﬁn mau ndu véi dong chir TOI SE KHONG LAM O NHIEM
THE GIOI méu be in dng trudc.

“Ho... tuyét!” toi n6i, 1t qua 1t lai n6 trén tay. “Camon chi!”
“N6 1am bang soi gai dau ty nhién ddy,” Jess noi. “Em van con y dinh mua toan d6 bang soi cdy gai du cho dira nhoc ddy chir?”
Toan d6 bang soi cay gai dau? Chi dang n6i ci khi gi...

Oi. C6 18 t6i da nbi gi @6 nhur thé that & bita tiée ctia me dé chi khoi Ién 16p t6i vé soi cotton tdy tring xAu xa.

“Em s& mua mot phin do bang soi gai dau, mot phan i cac loai soi khéc,” cubi cing t6i ndi. “Dé... trm.. cho da dang sinh hoc 4y ma.”

“Hay qua.” Chi gat dAu. “Va chi dinh béo 1 chi c6 thé murén hd emmdt céi ban thay t4. Co mdt hop tac xa ctia sinh vién nit chuyén cho thué dd choiva
céc thiet bi dung cho tré. Chi c6 so dién thoai day.”



“Vang!” Toi nhanh chéin d sip cira phong tré truée khi chi kip nhin thiy céi ban thay ta ¢6 kémtheo ca phong biéu dién roi Circus Tent mdi duoc
Funky Baba chuyén dén. “Em s€... ghi nhd. Chi vao uong nude caida.”

“Emda im khéin lau cho con chira?” Jess theo t6i vao bép.
Purng néi chuyén khiin lau nita chir. Toi khong thé bao chi i t61 da virt hét ddng gié d6 & nha me rdi.

“A, chura a...” t0i v0i dura mit nhin quanh. “Nhung em da Fim mdt s6 thir khac.” Toi vor y mot i khiin lau chén bat trén gid va thit nit & dau. “Pay b
do choi hitu co tu 1am ¢ nha,” t6i lam vé than nhién ndi, quay di. “N6 duoc goi la Ngai That Nt.”

“Tuyét qua.” Jess ngim nghia nd. “That la mot ¥ twong don gian. TSt hon nhidu so vai bét ctr thir rac rudi duoc san xudt hing loat ndo.”

“Va emdang dinh... son cai thia nay béng son ty nhién khong doc.” Cam tlﬁy bao dan hon, t61 161 mOt cai thia gS tir ngn kéo ra. “Em s€ v& mit cho nod
va dat tén la Chi Thia.”

Troi a, minh gioi may tro tai ché sinh thai nay ghé. C6 khi minh t bt dau viét newsletter thoi!

“Dui sao thi, d& em Iy gi cho chi udng da.” Toi rét cho Jess mdt cde rurgu rdi ngdi thup xudng dbi dién chi. “Thé tinh hinh thé nao r6i? Em khong thé tin
duoc khi nghe Janice bao chi dang hen ho voi Tom!”

“Chi biét,” Jess n6i. “Chi xin 18, & ra chi nén ké v6i em. Nhung chuyén dé qua...” Chi ngung lai.

“Gi c0?” t6i n6i, hdi hop.

Jess bét ddu nhin chédm chiim vao cbe nrou ma khong ubng, “Chuyén niy ¢6 vé thire sw ching di dén dau,” cubi cing chi noi. “Sao lai khong?”
Jess lai im ling. Chi van chura thue sy quen véi viée budn- chuyén—vé—ban— giai nay, ding khong nhi?

“Chi ké tiép di ndo,” t6i ninh bg. “Em s& khong tiét 16 bt cir gi chi ndi cho ai. Y em ... chi thuc s thich

“Tét nhién [ thé. Nhung..” Chi thé bt ra. “Chik...”

“Becky!” Luke tho dau vao cira. “Oi, chao chi Jess. Em khong dinh chen ngang dau, nhung bon em sip phai di bay gio...”

“Hai ngudi c6 ké hoach 16i 3, Jess n6i, giong trd nén kién quyét. “Thé chi s& v&.”

“Khong!” t0i it tay Ién cénh tay chi. DAy B lin duy nhét tir trde dén nay Jess timg ghé thiam t0i dé hoi 161 khuyén, 01 s& khong dudi chi di dau. Day
chinh xac 13 nhitng gi t6i da tudng tuong chiing t6i s& lam tir khi gip chi lan dau tién. Hai chi em gai, ghé nha nhau choi, ndi chuyén vé cac chang trai...

“Luke.” T6i quyét dinh chop nhoang, “Sao anh khong di trudc rdi em s& gip anh & quéan bar nhi?”
“U, néu em chiic minh mubn thé.” Luke hon toi. “Thét vui dwoc gap chi, Jess a!”
Anh rio budc khoi bép va khi nghe tiéng cira trudc déng lai toi xé mdt goi Pringles mini an. “Roi. Chi thich anh ta...”

“Anh dy tuyét im.” Jess man mé vét chai trén ngén tay chi. “Anh dy thong minh, va thi vi, ¢6 quan diém logic... va con dep trai nita. Chi mubn n6i
diéu d6 thi khdng can néi cling biet.”

“Chinh xac!” t61 ndi sau khi ngirng mdt chut.

Thanh thit mi n6i, Tom chua timg khién ti cam théy thé bao gid. (Cho di ca Janice in Martin déu chic nhur dinh déng cot | cé do t0i luon yéu anh ta
trong v vong,) Nhung moi ngurdi mot y.
“Thé vn d& 1 gi?” t6i di di tay thanh hinh vong tron, goi chi noi.

“Anh dy quay qué. Anh 4y goi cho chi khoang mudi An mot ngly, anh iy giribuu thlep in toan ny hon...” Jess ngude 1én voi mot ve mict thi va t6i khong
thé khong thdy mot chit thirong cam cho anh ban cii Tom i nghi€p. “Tuén trude anh Ay con ¢b x3m tén chi Ién canh tay. Anh 4y goi dién cho chi dé ké
I anh 4y dang xam, chi tirc dién Ién nén anh 4y lim dén chir J thi dimg lai.”

“Anh 4y xam chit J 1én canh tay?” t6i khong ngin dugc minh cuoi hinh hich.
“Phia trén gan khuyu tay.” Chi dao mét. “Trong I6 bich m”

“A, chitc anh 4y chi ¢4 trong sanh diéu thoi,” 10i goi . “Chj biét ddy, Lucy timg mubn anh y xiim nhwng anh &y dau ¢6 |m. C6 1& anh 4y chi mudn gy
an tuong voi chi thoi.”

“Hir, chi khong thiy an twong gi ca. Con vé Janice thi...” Jess ludn tay vao mai toc cit ngin. “Ba dy goi cho chi gan nhur hing ngiy n6i toan chuyén ky



vong vo vﬁn Chi da nghi dén qua Glang sinh ctia Tom chura? Chi ¢6 mu6n di nghi cudi tudn va ném ruru tai Phap cling ho khong? Chi thire sy chiu
khong n6i. Nén chi dang nghi s& cham dut viéc nay.”

T6i nhin 1én kinh hai. Chim dirt? Thé con vu con 6i tré thanh nguoi cAm nhin cudi thi sao?

“Chi khong thé tir bo chi vi vai chi tiét nho nhit dy!” t6i phan di. “°Y em [, ngoai c4i hinh xAm ra, hai nguwdi hop nhau chir? Bon chi ¢6 bao gid cai nhau
khong?”

“Hom trude bon chi vira ¢ai nhau mdt tran kha 16n,” Jess git dhu.

“VE& cai gi?”

“Chinh sach xa hoi.”

Oi, diéu d6 da ching minh. Ho sinh ra 1 dé danh cho nhau!

“Jess, hiy n6i chuyén véi Tom di,” t6i boc dong n6i. “Em ca i bon chi s& timra cach. Chi cé mbi chuyén hinh xam. ..”
“Khong chi ¢6 thé.” Jess vong tay bo gbi. “Con ¢6... mdt chuyén nita.”

“Chuyén gi thé?”

Hit m0t hoi that sau, t6i chot nhén ra. Chj cling dang mang thai. Chéc chén I thé. Troi dét oi tuyét qua! Ching t6i s& sinh con cing nhau, chiing s& thanh
anh chi emho va chiing ti s& 6 nhirng tam anh dé thuong chup chiing dang cting nhau choi trén co...

“Chi wira dugc dé nghi tham gia mdt du an nghién ciru hai ndm & Chile.” Giong ctia Jess khién qua bong béng ciia t6i vy choéc.
“Chile?” Miéng t6i hé hbc vi khiép hai. “Nhung no... xa tit mi tip ma.”

“Bay nghin dim,” chi n6i, git dau.

“Thé... chi ¢6 dinh di khong?”

“Chi van chura quyét dinh. Nhung day B mdt co hdi trong mo. La d6i ma chi da mudn tham gia hang bao ndm troi.”

“Phai,” t61 n6i sau khi ngung lai mot chit. “Thé thi... chi nén di.”

Toi phai ung ho chi. Pay Ia sy nghiép cta Jess. Nhung t6i khong thé ngin minh cam thiy budn. Toi chi vira moi quen biét chi gai thit lac ctia minh, va gio
chi s@p stra bién mat sang ban cau bén kia thé gioi sao?

“Chi gn nhur d quyt dinh chéic chéin | s& di.” Chi nging dau Ién v t6i thy minh dang nhin théing vao i mat mau ho phéch long lanh ctia chi. Toi luon
nghi Jess c6 doi mat that dep.

C6 & con t6i ciing s& c¢6 d6i mét hd phéch long lanh y nhur thé.

“Em s& phai giri cho chi nhiéu hinh ctia chéu chi dy nhé,” Jess n6i, nhur thé doc dugc ¥ nghi ciia ti. “Dé chi ¢6 thé trong thiy né Ion kén.”
“Tét nhién! Hang tuan luon.” T6i cin mdi, ¢b ging tiéu hoa hét toan bo chuyén nay. “Thé... con Tom thi sa0?”

“Chi van chura bao v6i anh 4y, 4y.” Chi so vai lai. “Nhung thé nay s€ c6 nghia Ia dAu chAm hét cho chuyén cua bon chi.”

“Khong can phai thé dau! Hai ngudi c6 thé yéu xa mi... C6 thé emnil...”

“Trong hai nAm 4?”

“A thi...” giong t6i nh6 xiu lai. C6 1& chi ding, Ho m6i gap nhau vai tudn trurde. Con hai ndm lai i mdt khoang thoi gian kha dai.

“Chi khong thé tir bd mdt co hi nhur thé ndy vi mot... ngudi dan ong ndo ddy.” Nghe giong chi nhur thé dang tur tranh i voi chinh minh. C6 & chi dang
thiy tan nat nhidu hon nhimg gi to ra. C6 18, bén dwdi moi vé bé ngoai, chi thuc sy yéu Tom say dam.

Nhung ngay ca khi t6i thiy rd nhur thé, cong viée van i cude doi ciia chi dy. Chi Ay don gian 1 khong thé tir bo n6 bay gio.
“Chi phai di Chile,” t6i ndi chéic nhu dinh déng cot. “Nhur thé s& that tuyét vi cho chi. Va chuyén véi Tom sé 6n ca thoi. Bang cach nio d6.”
Goi Pringles c6 ve sap hét sach nén toi dimg ddy tién dén tii bép. Toi mo cira va ngim nghia miy ngan gid mot cach bén khoan. “Ching ta hét khoai tay

chién rdi... Ma em lai khong nén an lac... Minh ¢6 it banh quy RitzThirc ra, chi c6 mang theo it bip rang bo,” Jess n6i, trong mét hoi hong Ién. “Vi
toffee.”



“Vi gi c0?” t6i h4 hbc mdm nhin chi.
“Trong ba 16 ctia chi 4y.”

Jess mang theo bap rang bo vi toffee? Nhumng... c4i d6 khong c6 ngudn gde hitu co. Ciing khong gidu dinh dudng. Lai khong lam tir khoai tay hop tac
XA,

Toi trén trbi nhin khi chi thoc tay vao ba 16 iy cai goi. Mot cai DVD ciing roi ra cling, bong 1on trong 16p gidy bong kinh, va chi nhét nd trd lai, ma con
d06 hon trude.

Tur tir chit.

“Céi gi day chi?” t6i giat iy n6. “Nine Months 42 Jess ddy dau phai loai phim chj thich!”

Trong Jess hoan toan ling ting,

“Chi nghi ¢6 & n6 14 loai em thich,” cudi cting chi n6i. “Dc biét I lic nay.”

“Chi mang c4i ndy dén day dé minh cling xem a?” t6i ndi mi khong tin ndi, va sau mot lat, chi gat dau.

“Chi chi nghi ...” Chi hing giong. “Néu em khong phai im gi...”

T6i khong thé tin duge minh thiy xtic dong dén mirc ndo. Lan dau tién ching t6i cd mdt budi ti bén nhau, t6i da cd bét Jess xem phim Pretty Womnan,
va tin t61 di, d6 la mot tham bai. Nhung gio chi dang 6 day, voi bap rang bo va mot dia phim ctia Huge Grant. Va ké cho t6i chuyén ban trai cua chi. Y
nhur nhitng gi t6i twdng turgng ve viée ¢d chi gai.

“Nhung em phai di n.” Jess nhét cai DVD tr6 lai ba 16. “Thuc ra, gi em nén bét dau di

Toi cam théy tinh yéu thuong chi trio dang - va ot nhién ti chéng mudn di du ca. Sao tdi lai danh ca budi t6i trong mdt quén bar dong diic néo day,
16i chuyén voi hang dong nguoi t6t nghiép Cambridge ngao man ma t6i thAm chi con khong he quen bict, trong khi t6i ¢ thé danh thoi gian bén chi toi?
Toi c6 the gip Ngai Hoan Hao cua Venetia vao e khac. Luke s& thay OK thoi.

“Em s& ching di d4u hét,” t6i n6i chéic chéin, xé i bip rang bo ra. “Chi em minh & nha vui vé di.”

Ching t6i d& c6 mot budi t6i vui chura timg thiy. Toi va Jess cling xem Nine Months (Jess vira xem vira gii 6 sb Sodoku, nhung ching sao vi t6i ciing
vira xem vira doc tap chi Hello!) va ching t6i goi dién thoai hoi nghi cho Suze dé hoi loi khuyén vé chuyén Tom, roi goi pizza. Va Jess tham chi con
khong bao t6i rang chung t6i ¢6 the ty lam voi gid ba muroi xu.

Pén thm rru(‘yirmf)t gio thi chi V&, n6i r,éng chic i phéi mét Bmrdi, thé 13 toi di ngu, fr héj khong biét Luke s§ vé& mudn dér} nirc nao nira. Ché:c anh
cling phai vui lam, nén moi 5") lai ]@u thé nay. Khi cudi ciing mdt dai anh sang tir 161 vao chi€u lén miat t6i va khién t6i nheo mit, 61 moi nhan ra han 1a minh
da ngl quén di, vi t6i c6 thé thé rang minh dang duoc Nt hoang trao cho gidi Oscar.

“Chao!” ti ngai ngii n6i. “May gios r6i nhi?”

“M6i mdt gior hon,” Luke thi thim. “Anh xin 16i vi da danh thirc em.”

“Khong sao ma anh.” T6i vi tay ra chd dén ngi bén girong bét Ién. “Thé cude gip g thé nao?”

“Vui lim!” Trong giong Luke téa ra vé phin khoi ma t6i khong hé chor doi. Toi dui doi mét Iy do ctia minh va nhin anh chiim chi. Mat anh rang r& va anh
toat kén vé vui troi song dong ma da hang tuan nay, néu khong muon noi a hang thang, t0i khong trong thiy. “Anh da quén mt minh ting c6 bict bao
diemc voi tat ca nhiing ngudi ban cii dy,” anh néi. “Bon anh ndi chuyén vé nhirng thir ma anh thdm chi con khong nghi dén nhiéu ndm nay. Chinh tri..
ngh¢ thuat... Matthew, ban cii cua anh, gio dang quan Iy mit gallery. Anh ay moi ching ta dén xem mdt trién im. Ching ta nén di!”

“Wow!” t6i khong thé ngn minh mim cuoi trude vé hd hoi ctia Luke. “Tuyét qué di mét!”

“Hay that, chi mdt chit nghi ngoi gitta bon bé cong viéc.” Anh fic Fic dau nhur vin khong tin néi. “Anh nén kim thé nhiéu hon. Quan tam dén nhicu thir
khac nira. Thur giain mot chit.” Anh bat dau cdi khuy a0. “The budi toi voi Jess ctiia em the nio?”

“Tuyét! Bon em xem phim v &n pizza. Em phéi ké cho anh tin néty moi du...” Toi bat chot ngap. “C6 1 k ngiy mai” Toi lai riic vio gdi va ngim Luke
cdi quan 4o. “Con anh ban trai n6i tiéng ctia Venetia thi thé nao? C6 chan doi nhu trong anh khong?”

“Anh 4y khong dén,” Luke noi.

Toi ngimg dui dui dau d& chiu va ngong dau Ién ngac nhién. Ban trai ciia Venetia khong & d6 sao? Nhung t6i tuong toan bd muc dich ctia budi ti ndy
gi6i thiéu chiing t61 véi Justin - chuyén gia tai chinh tuyét voi co ma?

“A tr. Nhung sao lai thé?”



“Ho chia tay 16i.” Luke treo quan én moc.

“Ho da chia tay?”” i bt ddy ngdi trén giwong “Nhung... emtuéng cd Ay yéu Justin hon bat ky ai khéc. Em tudng ¢6 Ay da di nira vong tréi dat dé doan
tu cting anh ta va ho 1a c@p hanh phiic nhat trong vil try nay?”
“Co Ay diing o da di nira vong trai dt.” Luke nhiin vai. “Ho dtng 14 cp hanh phuc nhét. Cho dén cach day ba ngiy. C6 Ay khé budn vi chuyén nay.”

b1, t6i n6i sau khi ngimg lai. “Em hiéu.”

Dot nhién budi tdi xién sang mdt huréng khéc. Khong phai i Luke dwoc giéi thidu voi anh ban trai iu nim ctia Venetia. Ma [ budi ti khi Venetia m6i
ddc than trd lai khoc trén vai Luke.

“Thé... a Venetia chia tay trudc?” t6i hoi mot cach binh thuong, “Hay 1 anh ta?”

“Anh khong chéc ai trong ho doi chdm dut.” Luke tién vao phong tim “C6 vé nhur gioy anh ta da tré lai v6i vo.”

“Vo 42” Giong toi viit Ién nhur tén lira. “°Y anh 1a g, “vg™?”

“Venetia twong ho da chia tay hoan toan, chi con 1 vo chdng trén danh nghia.” Luke md voi nuée va ti hau nhur khong nghe thiy anh noi g. “Co 4y da
c6 mit giai doan kho khan, vé chuyén yéu duong ay, Ven t6i nghiép. Hinh nhur ¢6 ay ludn phai long may gi ¢ vo va dinh vao nhitng tinh huong phirc
tap.”

Toi dang ¢ ging giit binh tinh ddy. Tho déu. Khong dugce qué khich.

“Nhitng tinh hudng kiéu thé nio?”” t6i nhe nhang hoi.

“Oi, anh ciing chéing biét nita.” Luke dang bop kem dénh ring ra ban chéi. “Kién tung ly di... vai xi cing dan véi mot béc sicip cao & bénh vién noi cd
ay limviéc... Con c6 mdt 1énh huan thi ctia toa hoi & LA...” Anh cau may nhin tuyp thuoc. “Cai ndy sap hét roi”

Kién tung ly di? Lénh huén thi? Xi cang dan?

Toi khong thé dap 1i. Miéng toi dang ngap ngép nhur mdt con ca vang, Moi ban ning trong co thé t6i déu dang & mirc bao dong do.

C6 ta dang dong Luke.

Toi nhin Luke danh rang nhu ﬂ]éqn mét cia Venetia. Anh chi mic doc mf>i ci quan pyjama, lan da van con ram néng tir hoi he, nhiing co bép trén vai
khé 1én xuéng Kkhi anh chai rang, Oi troi, 6i troi. Tat nhién‘ 12 ¢6 ta dinh mbi chai Luke roi. Anh dep trai, s& hitu mdt cong ty nhicu tri€u bang va ho ting
yéu duong hdi con tré nita chir. C6 khi anh con I tinh dau ctia ¢ ta va ¢6 ta chua tirng trao trai tim cho ai khéac.

Ciing c6 thé ¢6 ta 14 tinh d4u ctia anh.

Chot t6i thdy hing trong da day. Thét 16 bich, vi ngay Iic nay da day t6i di day bao nhiéu mon.

“Thé day!” t6i ¢ cho giong minh cd vé tur tin va vui vé. “Em c6 can lo Eing khong day?”

Luke té nude 1én mit. <Y em la sao co?”

“Em...” t6i khong sao bt minh ndi ra diéu d6 dugc. Nhur thé tirc lacoy giday, rang t6i khong tin anh sao? Toi thay (101 chién thuat. “C6 dy ¢6 1§ ciing
nén thir quyén rii nhirmg ngudi dan ong doc than. Nhur thé cude sdng ¢ dy s& do phirc tap hon!” T6i kém theo mdt tiéng curdi nho nho, nhung khi Luke
quay lai, anh lai nhiu may.

“Venetia dd 6 vai... lwa chon sai lim Nhung khong lan ndo trong s6 Ay 1a do ¢6 tinh hay 4c y. C6 4y don gian 1 ing man v6 phurong ciru chira.”
Anh dang bao vé ¢6 ra. T6i cam thdy hoan toan hut hing,

Mot tiéng bip dot ngdt vang Ién tir 4o khoéc ciia Luke. Anh ra khoi phong tim, lau kho mt va 16i di dong ra khoi tui 4o.

“Tin nhén ctia Venetia.” Anh nhin n6 va mim cuoi. “Nhin ndy. Pay 1 anh chyp t6i nay.”

Toi cam Ry cai dién thoai tir tay anh va nghién ciru man hinh. Venetia dimg do, méic kiéu di choi voi quan jeans ong b6, 4o khoéc da va bot cao g6t mii
nhon. C6 ta dang nhin thang vao ong kinh voi nu cudi ty tin, tay choang qua Luke nhu the sé hitu anh.

Y nghiiké phé hoai gia dinh ngudi khac vut qua dau t6i trrde khi t6i kip ngiin n6 lai.

Hir, nhung c0 ta s& khong thé phé hoai gia dinh nay. Khong doi néo. Luke va ti da cling tréi qua biét bao nhiéu chuyén sau ngin 4y nam, va mudn phé
ity moi thir doi héi nhi€u hon mdt mu bac sitoc d6 diéu chay rét di giay nhon hoat nao day. Toi ty tin 110 phan tram [ the.

Co quan Quén Iy Dich vu Ngan hang Quéc t& Ombudsnan
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Chuong 10

C6 I8 16 khong phai 1 110 phan trdm tyr tin. C6 18 chi 100 phin triim thoi. Hogic tham chi... chi chin muroi im

P4 vai tudn ké tir hom Luke ra ngoai tdi d6 v6i Venetia, va s tir tin cta 61 da lung lay chua timg thiy. Khong phai vi c6 chuyén gi da xay ra, khong hin
thé. B& ngoai, Luke va ti van hanh phic nhur cii va chéing c6 gi khong én. Chi ¢ diéu...

Um, OK. Py 14 bing chimg dén nay t6i c6 duoc:

1. Luke tiép tuc nhan duoc tin nhin v mim cudi va nhén lai ngay tire khdc. Va t6i biét 1a tin c6 ta giri. Va anh ching bao gid cho t6i xem

2. Anh da ra ngodi clng ¢ ta ba lan nita. Ma khong 6 toi. Mot an khi t0i c6 hen v6i Suze, a béo ¢6 & anh ciing nén danh budi t6i v6i vai ngurdi ban, va
hoa ra “vai nguoi ban” d6 chi la Vepetia. Mot Ian véi ca hoi Cambridge dén mdt bita tiée toi sang trong voi gjéo su cf} ctia ho, khdng duge mang theo
vo/chong/ban trai/ban gai. Va mdt lan 1a di an trua, ma 1y do ¢6 vé 1a vi ¢ ta “dang & ngay van phong anh”. O, hay day. D& dé trong mdt khu nha vin
phong sao?

D06 I lic ching toi da cai va nho nhd, 0i béo (st nhe nhang), réing Cha, anh dang danh nhidu thdi giv cho Venetia ghé, c6 khi con nhitu qué 4y? Roi
Luke dap 4 gio c6 ta dang budn qua va can mjt nguoi ban cti d€ ndi chuyén. The la t6i bao, “A, em cling bubn lam khi anh cir ra ngoai tiéc ting vi ban
be ma khong c6 em!” Va Luke ndi gip ban be cii thoi dai hoc 1a diém sang trong ca ndm clia anh ay, d6 1a co hoi dé anh d6i gid va neu toi di ciing t6i s&
hiéu. Nén t6i n6i, “Néu anh ri thi em da di r6i.”” Va anh n6i anh da ru t6i, va t6i noi...

Thoi k€. Ching t6i d3 noi vai thir.

D6 13 toan b bang chimg mé i ¢6. Toi tham chi con khong hiéu sao minh lai goi n6 1 bang chimg - khong hin vi toi nghi dang thuc sw ¢6 chuyén gi
moam Y toila. .. d6 la mt y twdng that 16 bich. Toi dang ndi vé Luke kia ma. Chong toi.

“Minh khong thé tin 1 c6 chuyén gi moy 4m dang xy ra, Bex.” Suze Fic dau va khuy mon sinh t6 vi mim x0i va mo. Séng nay ¢ qua choi dé chiing toi
thir lam xét nghiém gi6i tinh, nhung dén thoi diém ndy tat ca nhimg gi ching t6i lam duoc 1 ndi v Luke. May ma tat ca bon tré déu dang trong phong
khach, an sandwich va mé mai xem Telebubies (Suze chi cho chiing xem sau khi t6i thé s€ khong bao gio, khong bao gio cho Lulu bict).

“Minh ciing d4u tin nil”” T6i dang rong tay. “Nhung lic ndo ho ciing gip nhau, ¢d ta thi lién tuc nhén tin cho Luke, s minh thi chiing hiéu ho n6i chuyén
gi. . .9’
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“Cau da khiing dinh chi quyén chira?”” Suze cin mdt miéng banh s6 ¢6 la. Lan gip cd ta gin ddy nhat ay?
“Lam hét rdi! Nhung 6 ta ching hiéu gi.”
“Hmm.” Suze trAm ngém mdt lat. “Céu da nghi dén chuyén di kham chd béc sikhac chua?”

“Minh ctr nghi chuyén d6 subt. Nhung minh khong nghii nhu thé s& thay doi duge gi. Chéng phii c0 ta da bét lién lac dwoc véi Luke roi sao? Trén thuc
t€, ¢6 & co ta thich gat minh ra khoi chuyén nay.”

“Thé Luke béo sao?”

““A thi.” Toi bat du mn mé céi ong hit. ““Anh 4y noi c6 ta dang hoan toan c6 don va dé bj ton thuong tir khi chia tay v6i gi ban trai. Anh Ay Eim i thé
¢0 ta la mdt nan nhan t0i nghi€p bi tham vay. PA thé con ludn bénh ¢6 ta. Hom trudc minh goi ¢6 ta Ia Cruella de Venetia [1] va anh cau dién én.

[1]. Nhai tén muy trdm chd nham hiém Cruella de Vil trong 101 chi cho dém

“Cruella de Venetia.” Suze phun ca vun banh quy én ban. “Hay thé.”

“Hay gi ma hay! Két qua 1 bon minh ci nhau! C5 ta hién dién trong cudc song ctia bon minh, ngay ca khi minh khong bao i trong thiy c6 ta.”
“Chéang & cau khong c6 hen khim & chd ¢6 ra sao?”” Trong Suze ¢6 vé ngac nhién.

“Khong gip, méy tuan roi. Hai lan gan day nhit minh dén d6 thi c6 ta ban d& dé, va bac sitro' Iy ciia ¢6 ta kham cho minh.”

“Cb ta tranh mit cau ddy.” Suze gat gii ra diéu hiéu biét va hit soan soat cai dng hit, 1ong may cau lai. “Bex, t6 biét khuyén cau thé nay that tom... nhung
xem trdm tin nhan ctia Luke thi sao?”

“Minh lam rdi,” t6i thira nhan.
“Va?” Suze héo hirc.

“Toan tiéng Latin.”

“Tiéng Latin?”

“Hoi dai hoc ca hai bon ho déu hoc tiéng Latin,” t6i him hyc n6i. “Do B ‘mdn doc” clia ho. Minh coc hiéu gi ca. Nhung da viét lai mdt cau.” Toi tho tay
vao i gio ra mdt mau gidy nhd. “Pay nay.”

Ca hai ching t61 im ling nhin nhitng tr do.

Fac me laetam: mecum hodie bibe [2]!

[2]. Lam em vui di anh, hom nay udng chut gi véi em nhé.

“Minh khéng thich 4m ciia miy tir ndy,” cudi cling Suze noi.

“Minh ciing viy.”

Chiing t6i cling xem xét may tir d6 mdt ic nita, r0i Suze tho dai va nhet mau gidy lai tay toi. “Bex, minh ghét phai n6i d1eu nay... nhung cu nén canh
giac. Ping hon 14 cau nén phan cong, Néu c6 ta ¢6 thé gianh ngan nay thoi gian ctia Luke thi cau ciing ¢6 thé. Lan cubi cing hai ngudi cing im gi d6
that ling man i khi ndo, chi hai nguoi thoi dy?”

“Cha biét. Chéc phai hang thap ky chura lim gj roi.”

“Dhy, thiy chura!” Suze vo ban daflc théng. “Dén vin phong anh dy r@)i raanh 4y di an trura nhu mot sy ngac nhién di Chéc anh 4y s& thich.” Y nay hay
day. Toi chura ttrng muon [am phién Luke khi anh & cong ty, vi anh rat ban. Nhung n€u Venetia c¢6 thé thi sao t6i lai khong?

“OK, minh s¢ thi,” t0i n6, giong vui han kén. “Va minh & k& cho cau nghe dién bién. Cam on, Suze.” Toi hit can cbe sinh t6 cla minh rdi digu dang diit
coe xubng. “Thoi, bit dau di”

“U.” Suze nhin thing vao mit t6i. “Cau da sin sang chua?”
“Chéc I rdi.” T6i cam thiy mot con cang thing cudn kén. “Lam dil”

Toikeo cai hop dung miy du doan gidi tinh trén ban vé phia minh va x¢é gidy nylon boc, tay hoi run mdt chit. Chi vai phit nita thoi minh s& biét. Chuyén
nay gan nhu cting phan khich nhur chinh chuyén sinh con vay!



Toi thim nghi d6 14 con trai. Ma ciing c6 khi 1 con gai.

“Nay, Bex, tir tir da,” Suze dot nhién ndi. “Cau dinh hira Luke thé nao?”

“y cau la sao?”

“Khi ho d& dtra tré ra that 4y! Cau dinh thuyét phuc anh dy tin a minh khong hé biét gi6i tinh ctia né trude nhur thé nao déy?

Toi ngimg x¢ 16p gidy boc. That 1 mdt diém quan trong,

“Pon gian [ minh s& gia v ngac nhién,” cudi cling t6i n6i. “Minh gioi dién im - nhin ddy nay.” Toi khodc 1én mét vé kinh ngac. “Trdi oi, 1... con trai!”
Suze chun miii. “Bex, qua t¢!”

“Tai minh chra sin sang thoi,” t61 voi néi. “Thir lai nhé.” Toi tip trung mot lat, rdi ha hbe miéng. “O4, a con gai

Suze vira fic d4u vira nhan nh6. “Hoan toan gia tao! Bex, cdu can phéi hoa than vao vai dién. C4u can sir dung vai Thi phap.”

Oi khong. Lai thé roi. Trude khi vao dai hoc Suze timg hoc ¢ trudng day Kich nghé mdt hoc ky, nén ¢6 nghi minh thuc sw 1 Judi Dench. (D6 khong hén
1a mot tm’ong }(ich ngh¢ dich thyc, nlhur Hoc vién Kich ngh¢ Hoang gia. N6 1a mdt trudng tir, noi bo ban tra tién d€ ban tur nau bira chicu. Nhung ta s&
khong nhac dén chuyén d6 lam g.)

“Dimg Ién,” ¢6 hudng dan t6i. “Lam vai bai tap tha Iong di...” C6 quay cd mong mong va Fic tay ban bat. Mt c4i ngan ngai, t6i bt chude 6. “Nao,
dong luc cua cau la gi?”

“Lira Luke,” toi nhéc c6 nh6 lai.

“Khéng! Pong luc r}(f)i tal co. Nhan vat ctia cau.” Suze nhdm mit lai mot 1at, nhur thé dé noi chuy@n VOi cac héq . “Cau sép lamme. Cau sz“ip stra durgc
nhin thay con minh lan dau tién. Cau sung suéng... nhung ngac nhién... Giéi tinh cta dura tre 1 dicu cu chua he biet trude... Céu chua timg kinh ngac
den thé trong doi... Thyc sy cam thay dicu do...”

“Oi.. con trai” t6i bau Ay ngwrc minh. Suze mua tay vé phia toi.

“Nira di, Bex! Lai di, thém Iira vao!”

“La con trai! Oi trdi oi, B CON TRAIN!” Giong t6i vang vong khéip can bép, mot cai thia roi tir ban xudng san.

“Péy, kha tot rdil”” trong Suze ¢6 vé 4n tugng,

“That ch?” t6i hon hén.

“UJ! C4u chic chin s& Ira duoc anh éy. Gio minh x¢t nghi¢m thir

Khi 6i tién dén bdn rira ]?iy chit nurde, Suze x€ toac cai hdp va 16i ra mdt céi xi lanh.

“Oi, nhin ndy,” ¢6 hén hé n6i. “Cau s& phai tiém.”

“Tiém 42" t6i khiép hai quay lai.

“ “Xét nghiém méu ny s& rét nhanh chong va dé tién hanh’,” ¢6 doc to t& hudng dan.  Chi viée nhd mdt bac si, y t4, hay bt cir ai du ning hre, Ay mot
lo nho mau tir ven.” Pay 1a kim” ¢6 ndi thém, lay ra mot cai hop nhyra. “Minh lam béc si cho.”

“U,” 16 gt dau, ¢b gfmg che giéu ndi e sg. “Er, Suze... cAu da bao gio tiém cho ai that chua?”
“Oi 161" C6 gat dau tur tin. “Minh da tiém cho mdt con ciru. Nao!” C6 Fip kim vao xi lanh. “Xén tay 4o én!”
Ciru?

“Thé, ching ta s& lim gi v6i lo méu d6?” t6i hoi, kéo dai thoi gian. “Ching ta s& giri n6 dén phong thi nghigm,” Suze 6, véi ly & huong dan. * Keét qué
s€ duoc giri cho ban trong mdt phong bi khong néu danh tinh, bi mét. Xin hily cho...”” c6 gié sang trang... “ ‘khoang murdi dén mudi hai tuan.””
Ha?

“Muroi dén muxdi hai tudn?” 101 gidt Ky 0 huéng dan tir tay Suze. “De m quéi gi? Liic d6 thi minh da biét rdi” Toi Bt qua it lai tor huéng dén, ¢6 tim
myc “Lara chon nhdn két qua nhanh”, nhung khong cé. Cudi ciing t6i thdi tim va tran tré that vong ngdi thup xudng cai ghé kicu quay bar. “Muoi hai tuan.
Thé thi con lam lam gi!

Suze th' dai va ngdi xudng canh toi. “Bex, ching I& cau khong doc ti huréng dan ndo trude khi mua sao? Cau khong tim hiéu nd hoat dong thé nio sao?”



“Um.. khong,” t6i thira nhan. “Minh nghii s& gidng nhur que thir thai. Vi mdt vach xanh, mot vach hong ”

Cai xét nghiém réc rudi ngu ngbe. Con nuéng cita minh bén xich béng nira. Ping 1 ira ddo. Y t6i k, chiing I¢ ho nghi réing cAc phy nit mang thai s&
tuyét vong muon bict gidi tinh ctia con minh dén the sao? Chi can cho vai thing, vi Chia! Ma dau phai chuyén d6 quan trong gi. Mién do6 1a mot dira tré
khoe manh, thi that tinh, viéc gi...

“Minh thir lai bang nhén nhé?” Suze cit ngang suy nghi ctia t6i. “Xem sa0?”

“Oiil” t6i nglng lén, mét sang ryc. “U'ty, hmdi”

Ching ti thir béi nhan thém nim lan nira, va quyét dinh d6 1 con trai voi ti 16 3-2. Thé 1 chiing t6i lén mdt danh sach dai ngodng gdm céc tén con trai
va Suze thuyét phuc t6i dat tén né 1 Tarquin Winfiid Susan. Oi 6i. T6i khong nghi vay dau.

Trude khi Suze mic 40 4m cho méy dira nha c6, cho ching 3n ca déng vién dau ca (dé giam bét tac hai ciia ti vi d6i voi mét) 1di v, t61 dd cam thiy kha
hon nhidu. C6 n6i ding, Luke va toi can phai danh nhiéu thoi gian bén nhau hon. Va t6i d& nghii ra mot ké hoach rti anh di n trra hay ho hon nhiéu. Y t6i
13, i ndo i anh ching di an méy bita trua nham chan cii k§ sac mii cong viée d6. Toi mudn 1am gi d6 that khac biét. Mot didu gi d6 ling man.

Vay i hom sau di lam, t6i goi dén cira hang Food Hall yéu ciu mang toi mdt gio kiéu da ngoai toan mon Luke thich. Toi da kiém tra lai chd Mel, tro'ly
ctia anh, va biét anh khong c6 cude hen ndo vao gidr an trra. (T6i khong ndi cho ¢b biét 1y do tai sao toi hoi, vi khdng doi nao cd lai giit duoc bi mit.)
K¢é hoach ciia t6i 14 lim cho anh ngac nhién va t6 chirc mot bira trua kiéu da ngoai ngay trong vin phong anh, né s& thin mét va dé thirong im day! Toi
thim chi con bao ho cho thém vao mot chai champagne, mot tAm khén trai ké 6 vuong va mot chuc dai nén “kiéu da ngoai” cia Homewares, chi dé cho
c6 khong khi.

Khi khoi hanh dén van phong Luke vao gid an trura, t6i cam thiy kha phén khich. P4 hang thap ky rdi tir cai thoi ching t6i aim diéu gi d6 bot phat thé
ndy! Hon nita, t6i da khong dén Brandon Communications hang tudn nay, va ti néng long dwoc gip moi ngudi qua. Gios cong ty dang mang mdt khong
khlphan chin tuyét voi hon bao gio hét, ké tir khiho gianh dugc thirong vu voi Arcodas. Arcodas Group qua 16n, qua khac biét so véi toan b cac
khéch hang tai chinh binh thirong ho van xir 1y, d6 1a thir théch I6n nhét ma ho timg d6i mit. (T6i biét diéu nay khi gitp Luke viét bai dién vin én tish
than cho moi ngudi.)

Nhung 161, cude séng s& a g néu khong c6 nhitng chuyén mao hiém méi va nhitng gidc mo m6i? Brandon Communications | s6 mot trong finh virc ctia
minh, mdi ndm lai himg manh hon, ning dong hon; phét trién thém nhidu hoat dong kinh doanh méi. Sat canh bén nhau, ho c6 thé chip nhan bt ctr thir
thach ndo, dbi dién voi n va chinh phyc né. Nhw mot doi. Nhw mot gia dinh (t6i viét doan ndy.)

Toi dén van phong anh vira kip trude mot go, 10i 16n 1én qua tién sanh 1t d4 cAm thach dén chd Karen, nhan vién & tan. C6 dang thi tham n6i chuyén
v6i Dawn, dong nghiép ctia cd, trong mit do hrng va ¢ vé budn ba. Toi hy vong moi chuyén déu on.

“Nhur thé khong dugc,” t6i nghe duoc ¢d ndi bang giong can trong khi tién dén cai ban. “Pon gian i khong dugc. Khong ai duwoc phép cu xir nhur thé,
s€p hay khong cling vay. Toi biet minh 6 0...”

“Khong phai,” Dawn cit ngang, “Pay 1 chuyén t6n trong dong loai ctia minh.”

“Tén trong,” Karen gat dau lia lia. “Ton trong cam gidc ciia ¢d 4y, ¢d gai toi nghiép do...”

“Co da gap co Ay bao giv chura? K& tir...”” Dawn bo limg ciu ndi day an y.

Karen Fic dau. “Da ai gip dau

Toi theo ddi cude hoi thoai Ay voi cam giac hoi kho chiu. Ho dang n6i vé céi gi vay? “Co ay” Ia ai?
“Xin chao!” t6i n6i va c4 hai bon ho gidt bén minh.

“Becky! Troi a!” Karen trong hoi boi rdi khi thiy toi. “Chi dang im... Ching t0i ¢ duge bit trude k chi dén khong nhi?” C6 bt dau gio dong gidy o
trén ban. “Dawn, trong s6 ghi lich hen ¢6 khong?”

S6 ghi lich hen? Tir khi ndo t6i phai dat lich trude m6i gip duoc chinh chdng minh vay?

“Toi chi nghi minh & gty cho Luke mdt sy ngac nhién thoi. Gi &n trura anh Ay rénh ma, 0i kiém tra roi. Nén ti nghi ching t0i c6 thé &n trua kiéu da
ngoai ngay trong van phong anh ay!” Toi gt dau chi céi gié trén tay minh.

Toi dang doi ho n6i, “Thét a mdt y tdng d& thurong!” Nhung thay vi thé, Karen va Dawn trong déu hoi cing thing,

“Vang!” Cudi clng Karen n(:)'L ‘ﬁm pé Xem... liéu...” C6 nhén vai nit trén dién thoai téng cua mmh “A 16, Mel a? Karqn & ban 16 tan giéy. Beclfy dang
¢ ddy. Becky Brandon. C6 ay dén day d¢... lam Luke ngac nhién.” Im ling kha lau khi Karen ling nghe chém chi. “U. U, toi s& lam thé.” C6 ngang 1én
va mim cudi voi toi. “Moi chi ngdi, Becky. S€ cd nguoi dén gip chi ngay.”

M chi ngdi? S& 6 ngudi dén gip chi ngay? Chuyén quéi quy gi xdy ra voi ho viy?



“Sao t6i lai khong thé di thing 1én?” t6i goi .

“Ching t61... khong biét chic Luke dang & d4u.” Karen trong hoan toan gian xao. “C6 & s& t6t hon néu chi...” Co hﬁng giong. “Adam & xubng day
ngay.” khong thé tin ndi. Adam Farr 1 trirong bd phén truyén thong ctia cong ty. Anh ta I3 nguoi luon duoc triéu dén dé giai quyét nhitng tinh huong doi
héi phai khéo 1€o. Luke n6i Adam Ia chuyén gia hoan hdo trong viéc “xtr ly” con nguoi.

Toi dang duoc xir ly. Sao t6i lai phai bi xir Iy? Chuyén gi dang dién ra vay?

“Chi ngdi di, Becky!” Karen néi - nhung t6i khong nhiic nhich.

“T6i ching may da nghe duoc cac ban ndi chuyén lic ndy,” t6i imra vé tw nhién ndi. “C6 chuyén gi khong 6n sao?”

“Tét nhién 14 khong!” Karen dap tap hr, ctr nhur thé c6 da cho t6i hoi ndly gior. “Ching t6i dang ndi vé... mdt chuyén trén ti vi. Pung khong, Dawn?”
Dawn git ddu dong y, nhung mit Karen 16 vé lo king.

“Chi thi thé na0?”” Karen n6i. “Van 6n chit, Becky?”

“Chi sap sinh rdi, diing khong?”” Dawn chen vao.

Toi cb ging nghii ra mdt cau tra 10i tur nhién, than thién - nhung am thé ndo droc? Toan bo min hoi han nay I gia. Ping lic Ay, cira thang méy mo va
Adam Farr sai chan budc ra.

“Rebecca!” Anh ta nd nu cuoi chuyén ding trong cong viée va dut cai BlackBerry vao tai. “That han hanh duoc gip chi.”

C6 thé tay nay | gi mi dan nhét cong ty. Nhung anh ta s& khong mi duoc t6i dau.

“Chao, Adam” t6i coc 1be noi. “Luke ¢o day khong?”

“Anh 4y vira hop xong,” Adam bét ra ngay. “Ta lén gac lam chit ca phé di, thé ndo moi ngudi ciing bt ngd khi biét chi ghé qua cho m xem
“Cudc hop gi?” t6i cit ngang, va t6i thé 1 da thiy Adam nao ning,

“V& tai chinh,” anh ta n6i, sau mot khoang dimng rat rat ngin. “Toi e 1 chan im. Ta lén nhé?”

Adam dan t6i vao thang may rdi ching t6i di Ién trong im ling. Gio dimg ngay st canh, t6i co thé nhan 1& nhing déu hiéu cang thing trong anh ta, bén
dudi vé tur tin, chuyén nghiép. C6 quang tdi dudi mit anh ta, va anh ta dang nhip nhip ngon tay déu dat lién hoi, nhu mdt con co gidt than kinh.

“Thé... dao ndy tinh hinh thé ndo?” t6i n6i. “Cac anh hin phai ban ron Em, véi vu mo rong cong ty va moi thir khac.”

“Chinh x4c.” Anh git dau.

“Thé c6 gi vui khong, lam viée voi nhitng du an khéc nhau ctia Arcodas 4y?”

Im ling, T6i ¢ thé thiy nhimg ngon tay ctia Adam nhip nhip nhanh hon va dir hon.

“Tét nhién 1di,” cudi cing anh ta ndi, lai gt dAu. Cira thang may mo, va anh dan t6i ra trude khi t6i kip n6i thém gi nira.

C6 vai nhan vién ctia Brandon Communications dang dirmg d6 cho thang mdy, va t6i mim cudi, n6i “Xin chao!” voi nhirmg khudn mét minh quen - nhung
khong ai mim cudi lai. It nhat, khong mbt nu cuoi dich thire. Duong nhu ai ciing kinh ngac khi thay t0i, nd vai ny cudi toét miéng gia tao, vai nguoi noi
“Xin chao, Becky,” 161 grong gao nhin xuong, Nhung khong ai ding lai néi chuyén. Tham chi hdi tham dira bé ciing khong,

Sao ai ciing ky quic thé nay? O chd méy nurée mét ding kia t6i tham chi con trong thiy miy ¢6 gai dang thi thio to nhd va nhin trom toi.

Bung t0i bét ddu con lén. Oi troi oi. Hay minh d2 qué ngdy tho? Ho biét nhitng gi? Ho da théy nhing gi? Mot hinh anh bAt gty dén voi t0i, cénh Luke
dan Veneria doc hanh lang vao van phong ctia anh, dong cira lai va ndi, “Dirng [am phién ching t6i trong vong mot gio...”

“Becky!” Giong trdm vang ctia Luke khién t6i gidt ban minh. “Em 6n chir? Em dang lim gi & day vay?”Anh dang sai budc doc hanh lang vé phia t6i, mt
bén 14 pho ctia anh, Gary, bén kia i ai d6 ma t6i khong biét, theo sau | ca mot dam ngudi. Tat ca déu trong cuc ky cang thing,

“Em khoe!” t6i n6i, ¢ nghe ¢6 vé vui troi. “Em chi vira nghi ... chiing ta ¢6 thé an trura kiéu da ngoai trong vin phong ctia anh.”

Gios khi toi n6i ra diéu d6 trude mt tt ca céc nhan vién ciia anh, n6 nghe thure s ngu ngdc. Toi cam thiy minh nhur Pollyanna [3] khi cam trén tay cai
gi6 miy ngd ngan ay. Con c6 mdt cai bat nho ké soc hong budc vao quai, 1€ ra minh phai gidt cai nay di r6i moi phai.

[3]. Nhén vat trong truyén thiéu nhi cing tén, ngudi ludn lac quan va tran day hy vong,

“Becky, anh phai hop.” Luke Fic dau. “Anh xin 161.”



“Nhung Mel ni anh dau c6 lich im gi trira nay!”” Giong 6 rit 1én hon dyr dinh. “C6 4y n6i anh ranh!”

Gary va nhimng nguoi khac nhin nhau 10i tan di, dé t6i va Luke lai riéng voi nhau. Ma t6i nong ran Ién vi ngwong. Sao minh lai bi bién thanh c6 vé ngu
ngde va lam viréng chan ngudi khac, chi vi ghé qua gip chong minh thé nay co chir?

“Tuke, 6 chuyén gi vay?” Nhimg o1 a 4y budt ra trude khi t6i kip ngiin ching lai. “Al ciing nhin em ky quéic. Anh ctir Adam xudng dé ‘xt Iy’ em. C6 gi
d6 khong 6n, em biét thé!”

“Becky, khong ai xir Iy em,” Luke kién nhén n6i. “Khong ai nhin em ky quic.”

“C6 ma! Nhu trong phim Invastion of the Body Snatchers [Cudc xdm ling cua nhimg ke cu6p xac] 4y! Tham chi con khéng ai mim cuoi nita! Moi
nguoi trong déu cang thang, cuc ky cang thang,..”

“Ho dang ban suy nghi, tit ca chi co thé.” Bt chip anh co t6 ra thoai mai, Luke dudng nhur béi rdi. “Hién gioy ca cong ty déu dang phai im viée cuc ky
vét va. K& ca anh. Anh thyc s phéi di.”” Anh hon toi. “Ching ta s& an dd ngoai ¢ nha, OK? Adam s& goi xe cho em.”

Va mt phiit sau anh d bién mét vao thang méy, bo t6i lai d6 mdt minh voi nhitng y nghi nhay mia khong yén.
Hop. Hop gi? Sao Mel lai khong biét?

Gior thi t6i hinh dung ra canh anh voi v vao mt nha hing, noi Venetia dang doi, dung dwa mdt ly rurou vang trong lic tét ca dam bdi ban dimg nhin day
ngudng md. C6 ta dimg day, r6i ho hén nhau, r6i anh néi, “Xin 16i anh dén mudn, vo anh ti nhién xuét hién...”

Khong. Thoi di. Thoi di, Becky.

Nhung 01 }(héng thé. Céc y nghi cir qhét qhéng trong du toi, day dac hon, nhanh chéng hon, nhur mdt trafm’bﬁo :ruyét. Trua nao ho cling gip nhau tir @6
den gio. Tat ca nhin vién cua Luke déu biet the. Pay 1 ly do tai sao Karen va Dawn trong lai girong gao dén thé, d6 1a Iy do tai sao ho co gat tdira...

Thang miy bén canh da ms sén cira ché 10, va mot céich boc dong ti bude vao. Toi xudng tang trét, budc ra khdi tién sanh nhanh hét sire c6 thé, phét
10 tiéng goi cua Karen va Dawn, vira kip thay chiéc Mercedes cta cong ty cho Luke di. Bién cudng, t6i vay mor chice taxi, chui vao va tong cai gio lén
ghe.

“Pi dau day, tinh yéu?”” tay l4i taxi hoi.

Toi sap cura va nhoai ngudi Ién phia trude.

“Anh thiy chiéc Mercedes trude mat khong?” t6i kho nhoc nudt khan. “Bam theo nd.

Toi khong thé tin mmh lai dang lam diéu ndy. Toi dang bam dudi Luke qua nhitng con pho cta London. Khi chiing t6i chay doc pho Fleet, giit chiéc
Mercedes trong tAm niit, t6i cam thdy minh nhur trong mot bd phim. Tham chi t6i con thdy minh liéc qua cira s6 sau dé chéc chin khong c6 rén khén nio
dang bam theo.

“Ban trai c6 ha?” tay tai xé dot ngdt ndi, diic sét giong Nam London.

“(:h‘éng_”

“Biét ngay ma. C6 bd phong?”

T6i cam thiy mdt con nhéi dau kinh khing trong 16ng ngre. Lam sao anh ta biét dugc? Trong toi ging mdt ba vo bi phan bdi im sao?

“T6i cling khong chiic nira,” t6i thira nhan. “C6 thé thé. D6 1a didu t6i mubn chirng thyre.”

T6i ngdi lai va nhin mot dam khach du lich di theo truéng tour qua dwong, RAi 61 chot nghi ¢6 khi tay tai & taxi nay la mot chuyen gia dua nguoira di
vach mit ti ngoai tinh. C6 khi anh ta luén ché ho di ciing nén! Khong suy nghi g, t6i nhoai nguoi vé phia trude ddy kinh chin ngiin gitta ngudi i va phia
saura.

“Anh bao t6i 6 nén dbi mit voi anh ta khong? Hau hét moi ngurdi thrdng lam gi?”

“Con tly.” Ching t6i dén mdt doan duong dong va tay tai xé quay lai nhin t6i. Anh ta c6 mdt khudn mét dai, nhu ctia loai ché nghiép vu, va doi mét sam
mauy, budn ba. “Tuy xem c6 c¢d muodn c6 mdt cudc hdn nhan ‘an toang va ¢di md va chan thanh’ hay khong.”

“C6 chir!” t6i kéu lén.
“Ciing phai thoi. Nhung nguy ¢, bang cat im cho ra ngd ra khoai, ¢6 sé ddy anh ta vio vong tay k& khac.”

“0,” t6i nghi ngai n6i. “Thé... con cach khac thi sao?”



“Nhim mt lim ngo ma song gia ddi sudt phan doi con lai.”
Chéing hra chon ndo hay Bm

Gid ching t61 dang men theo phd Oxford, nhich chdm chap qua damxe buyt va khach bo hanh. Toi nghén b, quét mét qua doan dudng trude mit - thi
dot ngdt thiy chiéc Mercedes ctia Luke dang & vao mdt phd nho.

“Kia! Toi thdy anh dy rdi! Anh dy di ding d6!”
“Toi cling thiy.”
Chiéc taxi khéo Iéo chuyén lan duong va mdt It sau ching t6i ciing & vao phd nho 4y. Chiéc Mercedes dang & cudi duong, quit vao mdt ngi r8.

Tay t6i bét dau d6 md hoi. Ngay tir dau khi t0i vy taxi, moi chuyén c6 vé chi I mdt tro choi. Nhung gios thi nghiém tic ddy. Tai mdt diém ndo d6 anh s&
xuong xe va... sau do t6i lam gi day?

Chuing t6i dang lwron quanh nhitng con phd hep ctia khu Soho. Homnay I mot ngiy mia thu ryc sang, trong xanh, va mot vai nguoi can dam dang ng01
& céc quan ca phé ngoai trdi, tay du dua nhitng tach ca phé. Tu dung tai xé taxi xi nhan dot ngdt va phanh gap sau mdt chiée xe tai. “Ho chuan bj db lai
k]a 2

T6i quan sat, nin tho, khi chiéc Mercedes d& hénlal & phia bén kia dudng. Tai xé md cira sau va Luke ra khoi xe, tham chi con khong liéc mit vé phia
chiing t61. Anh xem xét mdt manh gidy - r6i tién v phia mdt canh cra son nau trong cé vé khong sach s& lam. Bam chudng va mdt 1at sau thi dugc cho
Vao.

Anh mit t6i doi ngwoc 1én tAm bién hiéu cii mém king Fing trén ctra s ting mdt: CHO THUE PHO

PHONG? Luke da thué phong?

Toi cam thiy nhur thé ¢6 g d6 dang thit chit ngwe minh. C chuyén dang dién ra. Venetia dang & trén do. C6 ta dang chd anh t6i trong chiée vay ngii goi
tinh vién 16ng den.

Nhung sao lai 3 mdt cin phong tdi tan & khu Soho? Sao khong phai I khéch san Four Seasons, vi Chiia?

Vi nhu thé anh s& bi nhan ra. Anh dén d4y vi noi nay khuét néo. Moi chuyén that hop Iy. ..

“Tinh yéu 6i?” T6i ky md nhan ra tai x& taxi dang noi chuyén v6i toi

“Gi c0?”” t6i cb dap.

“C6 mudn ngdi day doi sao?”

“Khong!” Toi tim Iy cai gio da ngoai va ddy cira mo. “Camon anh. T6is&... lo liéu tir day. Cam on anh rat nhiéu.”

“Cho chit.” Anh ra ngoai chia tay dé nghi d& roi bude xudng raxi. Toi qudr quang trong tii dira cho anh ra mjt md tién mét ma tham chi con khong budn
dém lai. Tay tai x¢ thd dai, rit ra vai to 10i tra hét lai.

“Khdng quen voi tro ndy phong, tinh yéu?”’
“Khong quen Fim,” t6i thira nhan.

“Néu ¢d can gitp d& gi thém...” Anh ta ln trong tii 1bi ra mot tm danh thiép mau xam “Anh Lou ctia toi. Lam rat nhiéu viéc cho cac udt sur chuyén giai
quyét thi1 tuc Iy hon. C6 18 ¢6 s& mudn thué mdt trong s ho. Hay dam bao i ¢6 va dira nhé duoc lo cho tir t&.”

camon anh.” Toi cho tAm danh thiép vao t(i, hiu nhu khong y thirc minh dang lm gi.

“Chuic may nin, tinh yéu.” Tay tai x& tr6 lai taxi, van Eic Fic dau, ri l4i xe phong di.

Toi dtmg d6 bén ngoai toa nha treo bién “CHO THUE PHONG”. Minh ¢6 thé bim chudng va xem c¢6 chuyén gi.
Khong, L& ¢6 ta tra 101 thi sao?

Chan t6i chot run lay bé}{. Toi can mdt chd ngdi. Tang trét clia toa nha i modt ctra hing in va t6i thdy minh dang di vao trong ngdi thup xudng mot chiéc
ghé. Minh dang Iam gi thé nay? Lam gi?

“Xin chao!”” Mt giong ndi khién toi gidt nay minh, t6i quay lai thity mot ngwoi dan dng méit hon h méic so mi cdc tay ké soc. “C6 ¢6 mudn in gi khong?
Ching t6i dang c6 khuyén mai déc biét cho khach in danh thiép céc loai. Gidy da, gidy nhicu lop dat mdng, gidy hoa van chim...”

“Um.. camon.” Toi gat dau, chi dé thoat khoi ong ta.



“C6 xemndy!” Ong ta dua cho t6i mdt quyén miu va 0i bét dau dor dén kit xem qua. C6 & minh nén di lén roi... rdi x0ng thing vao. Nhung nhd minh
bat qua tang ho dang cting nhau that thi sao?

Toi It céc trang nhanh hon, dién cudng hon. Toi khong thé tin chuyén nayy dang xay ra. Toi khong thé tin ndi minh lai dang ¢ déy, gitta khu Soho ndy, t
héi khong biet ¢6 phai chong minh dang & trén gac cting mt phu nit khac.

“PAy k& mau don ctia ching toi. CO chi can dién vao...” Ong ta da tro lai voi clipboard va bit diii vao tay toi. Mt cach vo thirc, toi nhan Ky va viét chix
“Cong ty Bloomwood Inc” Ién dau trang,

“C6 kinh doanh trong finh vire gi?” 6ng ta than mat h
“O.... Cira s6 cach am”

“Cira s6 cach am!” Ong ta cau may tram ngim “Thé thi ching t6i goi y mdt mAu card triing bang gidy da 1op dat mong, dong khung, Pia chi cong ty s& &
day con khau hiéu s€ ¢ day... 6 da c6 khau hiéu chura?”

“ “Dap g moi nhu cu vé cira s6 cach Am ctia ban,” t6i nghe thay minh ndi. “London, Paris, Dubai.”
T6i hoan toan khong hiéu minh dang noi gi. Nhitng tir d6 ctr tw nhién vudt khoi miéng toi.

“Dubai co a!” Ong ta tréng c6 vé bi an turong, “Tdi ca 1 ¢ d6 ho ciing ding mdt it cira s6!

“Ding thé.” Toi git dau. “Do I kinh do cira s6 cuia thé gioi.”

“Cha, t6i chura bao gioy biét didu d6!” ngudi dan ong thich thi n6i trong khi t6i dung toc gay.

Toi vira nghe thiy tiéng dong gi thinh thich nhur tiéng budc chan. Ai d6 dang xudng cau thang,

Luke. Chéic chin 1a thé.

Trir viéc... nhur thé thi hoi nhanh, phéi khong nhi?

“Er... cam on rat nhiéu! Toi s& suy nghil..” Toi dii cai clipboard lai cho ngwoi dan 6ng rdi chudn voi khoi cira hang ra phd. Trudc mit toi canh cira son
nau tr tir mo ra, va t6i lién nhanh chdng nép vao mdt céi cay nho.

Ca ngudi t6i co rim vi kinh hoang, Méu chay ran rat qua tai toi. Binh finh ndo. Di chuyén gi xay ra, dianh c6 di véiai. ..

Canh ctra bat mo - va Luke budc ra ngoai, theo sau 1a hai nguoi dan 6ng méc com1

“Ching ta vira @n trua vira thdo ludn nhé,” anh néi. “Toi nghi s& cd mot s6 khach hang thuc sy duogc huong loi tir cach lamnay.”
Anh khong di cting Venetia. Anh khong di cting Venetia.

T6i cam thiy mudn nhay nhét modt chit trén via hé. Sy nhe nhdm tran ngdp rrong toi. Lam sao mi minh lai ¢6 thé nghii anh dang c6 chuyén gi mo 4ni?
Minh that hoang tuwdng, Minh thit ngu ngoc! Minh s€ vé nha va tir gjo s€ hoan toan tin turong anh...

“C6 Bloonwood?”

Ong hang in liic nily d4 ra ngoai va dang nhin toi soi mdi, tay che niit cho khoi nédng. Khi thit. C6 1§ ci cay nay khong phai 1 noi 4n minh tuyét voi. Toi
quén béng I cai bung bau sg tho ra.

“Becky?”” Luke quay ngodt va kinh ngac nhin t6i chong choc. “C6 phai em khong?”

T6i cam thiy ma minh dang bién thanh mau r& cy i cai duong khi ba ngudi dan ong cing nhin toi. “Er... chao!” t6i vui vé noi.
“T6i c6 ban ma két danh thiép, ¢6 mudn xem chir?” Ong hang in dang tién lai phia toi.

“Camon!” toi giat phét [y tir tay ong ta. “T6i s& bao cho ong sau.”

“Becky, em dang lam gi & ddy thé?” Luke dang tién t6i ci cay.

“Chi dang... shopping thoi! Tring hop thé khong biét!”

“Nhur t6i da néi, c6 Bloomwood, i khuyén c¢6 nén ding loai gidy da 16p.” Ong hang in van cir lai nhai v6 van. “Nhung nhu thé ¢ dét hon, nén t6i da
lén mdt danh sach cac chon ua cho co...”

“Camon! Thre ra, chdng toi dang & ddy, nén toi s&... t6i s¢ quay lai sau.”



“A ha!” Ong hang in cudi toe v6i Luke. “Han hanh duoc gip anh. Anh ciing kinh doanh cira s6 cach 4m chr?”

“Khong, anh 4y khong” Toi tuyét vong chin hong ong ta. “Cam on rat nhidu! Tam biét!”

Cudi cling, trede sy nhe nhdm ciia t6i, ong nha in Ay moi rit vé canh cira clia dng ra va mdt khoang dimg hoang mang nho nhé xuét hién.

“Kinh doanh cira s6 cach am?”” cudi cing Luke ciiing ni.

“Ong 4y... nham... v6i cai gi ddy khac.” Toi dui ban danh thiép ma két vao tui xach. “Ma anh im gi & ddy thé?”

“Gap g& mdt s chuyén vién dao tao truyén thong cho cong ty.” Trong Luke van bdi rdi. “Giéi thiéu véi em Nigel va Richard. Con ddy 1 vo toi, Becky.”

“Rét vui duoc gip o, Becky,” Nigel noi, bit tay toi. “Ching t6i duoc biét ¢ 1 nguoi da nhin ra nhu cau dio tao vé truyén thong, Luke da ké véi toi co
da khong hé an tugng ra sao trudc cach khach hang ctia anh ay xuat hién trén ti vi.”

A, phail” Toi cam thiy hoi hén hé. Toi da khong hinh dung nbi réng Luke s& tiép thu 1o khuyén ciia ti, chir dimg noi dén viée ké cho ngudi khéc nghe

V€ 10.

“Xin thir 16i cho khéng gian van phong khong-durge-tt-cho-stre-khoe Fim ctia ching toi,” Richard chen vao. “Ching ti chi vira chuyén dén day thoi.”
“T6i tham chi con khong dé y nia!” toi vira ni vira cudi ré lén. “Thoi, toi phai di ddy, t6i chi di ngang qua thoi ma. ..”

“Chiic emmdt budi chiéu vui vé.”” Luke hon toi.

“Chéic chén rdi.” Toi niu tay anh mdt lic niva. “Vay c6 khi budi da ngoai ctia ching ta dé sau nhi?”

Luke nhan myit. “Khong, anh xin 18i. L& ra lic dy anh nén n6i i anh s& vé mudn ti nay. An t6i véi khach hang moi.”

“Oi.” Téi khong thé ngan minh cam thy thét vong, Nhung thurong vu mdi 4 throng vu m6i. “Théi khong sao. Khéch hing moi nao thé anh?”
“Venetia.”

Nu cudi dong bang trén it toi. “Venetia?”

“Venetia Carter,” Luke giai thich cho hai ngudi kia. “Cac anh biét chir, bac si phy san ndi tiéng 4y? Dai dién PR cii ctia ¢6 ay khong chiu giam gid, chic
thé.”

Venetia dang thué Brandon Communications u? That khong thé tin noi.

“C6 nhitng ai ctng di an t6i?”

“Chi anh va ¢6 dy thoi.”” Luke nhiin vai. “Anh s& phu trdch vu ctia ¢6 4y, vi bon anh I ban cil.”

T6i khong thé chiu dugc. Hang ddng nghi ngd lai dang tran trong t6i, day dac va do at nhur ci.

“Vdy... anh s& lién tuc hop hanh véi ¢6 Ay va moi thir sa0?” Toi quét phin mdi trén wot.

“Y tuong chung i thé, Becky.” Luke nhudng may dia cot. “Anh c6 nén giri cho ¢6 4y tinh yéu ctia em khong?”
“C6 chir!” T6i nn ra mdt ny cuoi. “La thé di anh!”

Luke di cting hai ngur¢i dan 6ng kia, con t6i nhin theo ho khong roi mit, tim danh thinh thich.

OK, tirc 1 c6 thé hom nay t6i hoi nhadm mdt chit. Nhung o nhu ban ngay roi. C6 ta dang dong Luke. Tan sau thim tréi tim toi biét didu d6, nhur viée t6i
bict cai a0 da cammdi mua trén eBay 1a mit sai lam vay.

Venetia dang san s6 san lai chong ti. Va i phéi ngiin c6 ta lai.
Prendergast de Witt Connell

Tu vAn Tai chinh

BAN TOM TAT PAU TU

KHACH HANG: “BE BRANDON”
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Quy A: “Danh myc déu tr ciia Luke”

Céc khoan tinh dén ngay trén:

Quy Wetherby’s Gilt 20%

Quy tang trudng Chau u Somerset 20%

Quy Start Right Accumulator 3

Phin con lai van chua dAu tu

Quy B: “Danh muc dAu tu ctia Becky”

Céc khoan tinh dén ngay trén:

Vang (Day chuyén va nhan ctia Tiffany) 10%

Dong (Vong tay) 5%

C6 phan trong ngén hang First Mutual, Bangladesh 10%
Cb phan & trang web tuisanhdieuonline.com 10%

Ao khoac vintage hiéu Dior 5%

Mot chai champagne 1964 5%

Cb phan s6 hitu con ngya dua “Baby go for it” 5%
Kinh mat “tirmg duogc Grace Kelly deo” 1%

Phén con lai van chua du tur

Ban dang doc truyén Tin D6 Shopping Cé Baby duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 11

Minh s& n6i chuyén véi Luke, t0i quyét dinh. Minh s& truéng thanh, cur xti kiéu ngudi on va ndi chuyén tay doi mot cach khéo 1éo. The 1 vi mdt trém
phén tram quyet tim dém hom dé t6i ngoi trén giwong doi dén khi anh vé nha. Phai sau nira dém rat 1u thi ctra méi md, va anh boc mii thudc 14 va ruou

bia va... me ol Nudc hoa Allure.

OK. Pimg hodng loan. Néu chi vi anh c¢6 mii Allure, diéu d6 khong chimg minh gj ca.

“Chao anh! Bita tdi thé nao?” Toi ndi sao cho giong nghe cd vé than thién va day khich ¢, khong giéng nhur mdt my vo im diéu tir phim EastEnders chui

ra.

“Tuyét im.”” Luke coi 40 khodc. “Venetia rit thong minh. Rt hao himg.”

“Em... c4 14 ¢6 Ay s& thé.” Toi viin veo tay dudi cai chin Iong dé anh khong trong thiy. “Thé hai ngudi ndi chuyén gi? Ngoai cong viéc?”

“Oi anh ciing chéng biét nita.” Luke ndi ca vat. “Nghé thuét... sach vo...”

“Anh ¢6 doc sach bao giy dau!” t6i budt miéng trurde khi kip ngan minh lai. That ma. Anh khong doc sach, ngoai miy cudn kiéu Lam-thé-nao-dé-diéu-

hanh-dé-ché-kinh-doanh-hoanh-trang-ctia-ban.
“Gid thi ¢ thé khong,” anh n6i. “Nhung hdi xura thi ¢6.”
Thé tirc 14 sao? Trude khi anh gip t6i? Tt i bay gior anh khong doc sach nita 13 tai toi chir gi?

“Hai nguoi con ndi chuyén gi nita?”’ t6i khong ding lai.


http://ebookfull.net

“Becky, noi thit 1 anh khong thé nhé nbi.”

Dién thoai anh bip bao ¢6 tin nhéin va anh lién kiém tra. Anh mim cudi, nhén tin lai, 1di thay quén 4o tiép. Toi quan sét trong sw gidn dif va ngd nging mdi
ic mdt dang cao. Lam sao anh cd thé lam dieu d6? Ngay trude mit t6i?

“Bang tiéng Latin 42” t6i khong kim duoc noi.
“Ha?” Luke quay ngudi laay van chua chui hét khoi tay do.

“Em chi tinh o thy thoi..” 101 voi n6i. RO 0 ngung lai. Quy tha ma bit. Minh s& khong gia vo nita. Toi hit mdt hoi thét sau va nhin Luke, thing vao
nit. “Co ta giri cho anh tin nhan bang tiéng Latin ding khong? Pay c6 phai mat ma khong?”’

“Em dang n6i chuyén gi thé?” Luke tién vai bude, cau may. “Emdoc trom tin nhén ctia anh diy 42

“Em 4 vor anh! C6 ta nhéin gi cho anh, Luke?”” Gigng t6i vitt Ién trong dau don. “Séch tiéng Latin? Hay... con gi nita?”

“Gi c0?” Trong anh boi roi.

“Anh biét I c6 ta dang dong anh, ding khong?”

“Ha?” Luke bat cudi. “Becky, anh biét em c6 tri tdng twong phong phiy, nhung thét sur...”” Anh c6i hin 4o ra tong vao gio dung do git.

Sao anh lai ¢6 thé t5i da dén thé? Toi ctr trdng anh thong minh.

“Cb ta dang mdi chai anh!” T6i ruén vé phia trude day lo du. “Anh khong thiy gi sao? C6 ta i ké chuyén phé hoai gia dinh! C6 ta lam thé dy...”

“C Ay khong mdi chai anh!” Luke cit 10i toi. “No6i thét nhé, Becky, anh sdc qua. Anh chura timg nghi em lai 14 kiéu ngudi thich sé hiru. Chéic chiin 13 anh
duoc phép cd vai nguoi ban chit, vi Chia. Chi vi ¢6 ay tinh c¢ lai 13 nt...”

“Khong phai chuyén d6.” Toi mia mai ngit o anh,
Ma Ia chuyén c6 ta 1a cuu ban gai cua anh, lai con cd méi toc do dai dng murgt. Nhung t6i s€ khong néi thé.

“Ma la...” t61 ling ting. “Ma la... chuyén ching ta da két hon, Luke. Ching ta nén chia sé moi thir. Chiing ta khong nén ¢ bét cir gi riéng, Em B mdt
cuon sdich mo! Xem dién thoai em di!” To6i phéc tay chi. “ ngin kéo ctia em di! Emkhong c6 du chi mdt bi mat! Pi, xem luon di!”

“Becky, mudn 101" Luke vudt mt. “Chuyén do dé mai duge khong?”

T chitm chéim nhin anh giAn dir. Y anh }a gi, “dé mai dugc khong” u? Ching ti déu phéi dang choi Co ty ph, ching ti dang c6 mdt cudc théo lugn
song con e tinh trang cudc hon nhén cua chiing toi.

“Pi! Xem luon!”

“Thoi duge r6i.” Luke dura tay én dau hang, va tién dén ban cua toi

“Emkhong c6 bét ctr bi mit ndo dang gidu anh ca! Anh c6 thé xem chd ndo ciiing dugc, thd tay vao bt ctr d4u anh thich...” t6i dot ngdt phanh lai.
Chét tiét. Bo thir gidi tinh dira tré. N6 & trong ngin kéo trén cling bén trai.

“Er... trir cai ngin do ra,” t6i voi vang kéu lén. “Dumg dung dén ngiin kéo trén cing bén trai.”

Luke dirng lai. “Anh khdng duge phép dung vao ngin kéo d6 sao?”’

“Khong D6 l... mdt ngac nhién. Ca céi ti dung hang ctia Harrods trén ghé nira,” t6i rdi rit n6i thém. Toi khong mubn anh trong thiy c4i hoa don mua
may lam am hi-tech cta t6i. Chinh t6i cling suyt ngat trén canh quat khi trong thay gia.

“Con gi nita khong?” Luke hoi.

“Um.. con vai thir nita trong ti quan 40. Qua sinh nhét sém danh cho anh,” t6i budng binh n6i.

Im Eing tran trong phong ngi. Toi khong xéc dinh duogc 16 im Luke dang nghi gi. Cudi cling anh quay lai, mét anh ¢6 vé that ky quic.

“Tirc 13, cude hon nhin ctia ching ta B mdt cudn sach md hoan toan trung thire trir ci ngino d6, cai tii Harrods va bén trong til quan 40?7
Toi cam thiy vi tri ctia minh trén manh dét cao dao khong con viing chiic nhu ban diu nira.

“Vén d& 1...” t6i nhin loanh quanh. “Van dé 1a em khong ra ngoai ca dém véi mot ai ddy khac, m nhitng chuyén chi ¢6 troi m6i biét.”



Oi troi. Minh ni y chang mu vo trong EastEnders.

“Becky.” Luke thé dai ngdi xudng girong, “Venetia khong phai 14 ‘ai d6 khac’. C6 Ay 1 mot khach hang. C6 dy 1a ban. C6 4y mudn lam ban véiem”
Toi quay di, gdp céi chin 16ng thanh hinh mdt cai quat nho.

“Anh van khong hiéu em bj lim sao. Ban dau chinh em i ngudi muén khdm & chd Venetia!”

“U, nhung...”

Toi khong thé ndi i e d6 t6i ddu c6 biét ¢o ta 1 quan cudp chong,

“Vai tudn nita co Ay s& do con chiing ta ra doi! Emnén tim hiéu c6 4y. Thy thoi mai véi co dy!”

Minh khéng mudn ¢6 ta d& dé cho minh.

“Lai n6i chuyén ndy...” Luke dimg Ién. “Venetia hoi liéu mai ching ta ¢6 sip xép den kham dugc khong, Ciing khé 1au rdi ¢6 4y chua gip em va thiy rat
t& vi chuyén do. Anh ndi ca hai bon minh s& dén ddy. OK?” Anh tién vao phong tim.

“U,” t6i rau i n6i, tho dai thudn thurot nim phich xudng miy c4i gdi. PAu toi quay cudng dii ¥ nghii r6i tinh r6i mil. Ciing c6 thé t6i hoan toan vo Iy va
hoang tudng. Co thé cd ta khong dong Luke.

Va ¢6 ta I3 bac siphu san xin nhét qua dat, sy thuc 1 thé. OK. Toi s cb géng that nhiéu, va xem chiing 61 co thé lam ban duoc khong.

Khi ching t6i dén Trung tAm Sinh con Toan dién hom thir Sau, ¢6 c& mdt quin doan paparazzi & d6 va ti ¢6 thé hiéu Iy do. Co Bond girl va gurong it
moi ctia Lancome dang tao dang bén nhau trén bac thém, ca hai déu dién quan cap tr€ sanh diéu va 4o b sat dé khoe cai bung bau con nhd xiu.

“Becky, tir tir thoi!”” Luke goi vdi theo khi t0i voi vang ra chd ho. Nhung khi 61 dén noi thi ho da chen dugc qua ctra. Toi dimg lai dAy hy vong trén bac
thém nhurng khong mot ong kinh nao budn hudng vé phia toi. Trén thyrc t€, dam paparazzi dang bién sach, that 1a xic pham. Tudng ho s& chyp mot céi vi

lich sur chr.

Bén trong chd I& tan, Bond girl dang dimg trrdc t6i va t6i c6 thé nghe droc c6 1 tan n6i, “Co da c6 gidy mdi udng tra & Savoy rdi chir? C6 ¢6 can
ching t6i cho xe t6i khong?

“Khong d4u, camon,” Bond girl ndi, git dau v6i ngudi miu Lancome. “Lula va t6i s& di cling nhau.”

Tim t6i ngimg mat mdt nhip. Udng trd & Savoy? Minh vn chua c6 gidy moi udng tra & Savoy. C6 I& ho s& cho minh mdt céi bdy gio! Toi tién dén chd co
I€ tan véi mot nu cudi cho doi, tay da véi tim quyén nhat ky d€ cé thé xem ngay thang, Nhung ¢6 ta khong dua ra to gidy moi ndo.

“Moi chi ngdi, chi Brandon,” c6 mim cudi lai. “Venetia s ra tiép chi ngay.”

“Er... con gi nita khong?” t6i ndn na bén cai ban. “Thir gi d6 i nén... co ay?”

“Chi c6 mang theo nmu nurde tiéu khong?”” C6 18 tan mim cudi. “D6 1a tat ca nhing gi chi can.”

D6 dau phai chuyén toi dinh n6i. Toi cho vai gidy nita xem nhd may ¢ ta dua gidy moi thi sao, r6i hién ngang ra khu vire ngdi chd, 6 gidu ni thit vong,
Co ta khong moi t6i. Tat ca cac ngdi sao s€ cling nhau uong tra, budn chuyén bau bi va hoi nhau xem mua vay méic trong nhitng budi ra mat ching & dau,
trong khi t6i phai I thii ngdi nha.

“Becky?” Luke goi toi, bdi rdi. “C6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Chaing ¢6 g.” T6i cam thiy mdi du6i minh run run. “Chi 1 ¢6 ta khong mdi em di dur tiéc tra. TAt ca bon ho dang dén Savoy. Tat ca! Trir em”

“Becky, emdau co biét vu tiéc tra nay. Anh chéc... ¥ anh ...” Luke khong n6i hét cau, hoan toan khong hiéu gi. “Nghe nay, ma ngay ca khi ¢6 4y
khong moi em thi dd sao? Emdau c¢6 di bac si vi may bira tiéc tra.”

T6i m6 miéng, rdi ngam lai.

“Becky a?” Mot giong du duong thanh thét vang Ién. “Luke?”

Oi givi oi. L ¢b ta.

Nhi¢u tudn nay roi toi khong giip Venetia. Noi that, trong tim trf t0i ¢0 ta da thay doi. Toi hinh dung ra 6 ta cao hon, véi méi toc dai hon, giong phu thity
hon, mit xanh 14 sang quéc va... ki€u nhur rang nanh. Nhung gio' ¢6 ta dimg do6, méc 4o c6 lo den rat mot va mim cudi ¢t nhu the t6i 1a ban than nhat
cua O ta.

“Puge gip cb that tuyét qua!” Co ta hon toi. “Toi thue su xin 161, t6i da thiéu quan tim dén cd6 mdt cach déng hd then.” Khi n6i cAu nay, co ta liéc Luke



nhur thé ho dang bi mét ndi chuyén véi nhau.

Hay I t6i lai hoang tudng tiép rdi?

“Vao dindo!” C6 ta din ching ti vao phong rdi tt ca cling ngdi xudng, “Nao, Becky.” Venetia moi cip tai lidu. “C6 cam thiy sao rdi?”
“Binh thurdng,” t6i néi. “Camon.”

“Thai dap binh thuong chir?”

“U, dap sudt.” Toi dat mot tay Ién bung, tt nhién, gior thi nd di ngi rdi

“Tt, gidr thi dé t61 nén thir xemndo.” C6 ta chi vé phia cai ban kham va t6i dén do tréo 1én trong khi Venetia rira tay.

“Anh vira nghe gi ddy vé tiéc tra ngoai kia, diing khong Ven?” Luke vui vé noi. “Y tudng quang co that tuyét.” Téi kinh ngac nhin anh tran tri con anh
thi nhay mit.

Doi khi t61 cuc ky yéu Luke.

“0.” Giong Venetia nghe ¢6 vé ngac nhién. “Dung ddy. N6 1 dé danh cho nhirng ba bau to hon ¢6 mdt chit, Becky. Nhung tit nhién lan sau 6 s& ¢6
tén trong danh sach!”

C6 ta dang phét lac. Toi khong cd mit trong cai danh sach do.

Khi tay ¢ ta di chuyén trén bung t6i, t6i khong thé thoai mai. T6i nhin tay c6 ta chidm chip: tréing tréo va ménh mai, véi mdt cai nhin kim curong to chéng
trong trung cho tinh yéu vinh ciru deo trén ngon giita ban tay phéi. Toi tur hoi khong biét ai da ting cb ta.

“MOdt dira tré c6 chidu cao can nng chudn. Hién toi dang so thdy mdng, c6 nghiia 1a dAu bao thai dang ¢ phia trén gin man swon ¢d...” Venetia nhiu nmiu
tap trung khi c6 ta thiim thai. “Néu ngoi thai cir nhur thé nay, ching ta s& phai théo luan cac Iwa chon khi sinh, nhung gior van con kha som” C6 ta liéc
nhin bénh 4n ctia t6i. “C6 moi dwoc ba muroi hai tuin. Con nhidu thoi gian dé thai xoay lai cho thuan. Nao, nghe tim thai nhé...” C6 ta bop gel Ién bung
61 chudn bi siéu am. Mot It sau, nhip tim bt d4u vang Ién binh bich binh bich khéip phong.

“Nhip tim tt, khoe.” Venetia git dau voi toi va toi git dau lai kiéu duyén dang nhét c6 thé trong tur thé dang ndm Trong mot lic 1Au ca ba  ching t6i ctr
thé nghe nhitng nhip timkh& dap déu dan. That ky la. Ching t6i & d6, ca ba déu bi am thanh d6 im mé mén - m dira nhoc con ching biét i ching ti

dang ling nghe nhip tim ctia n.

“Dd Ia con f'mh” Venetia nhin va‘}o mit Luke. “That ky diéu, nhi?” C6 ta rudn nguoi chinh lai ca vat clia anh - va t6i cam théy buc dién nguoi. Sao co ta
dam lam theé? Pay la khoanh khac ctia ching t6i

“Nay, Venetia,” t6i lich sy n6i khi cudi cting ¢ ta ciing tit c4i may nghe tim thai di. “Toi rat tiéc khi nghe tin c6 da chia tay voi ban trai. Tiéc thé.”

“Ar.” Venetia xoe tay ra. “Mot chuyén déng ra khong nén xay ra.” C6 ta mim cuoi ngot ngio. “Tinh hinh stre khoe ¢6 néi chung ra sao ha Becky? C6
dau nhire ¢ dau khong? Cé ¢ nong khong? Loi dom nira?”’

Thét khong tin duoc. C6 ta dang cb tinh chon nhitng chimg bénh kém sexy nhét?
“Khéng, camon cd,” toi ndi chéc nhur dinh dong cot. “Toi thiy tuyét Hm.”

“Thé thi c6 may nin d4y.” Venetia ra hi¢u cho ching t6i ngdi xuéng lai. “Vé cudi thai ky, c6 s& cam théy co thé minh bt dau cang thing, C6 co thé s&
moc muyn.... phinh dai finh mach... quan hé tinh duc 16 rang s& rét khé, néu khong mudn ndi a khong thé...”

Oii. C6 ta diing i con khon.
“V& miit d6 ching toi ching c6 vén dé gi ca.” Toi cam tay Luke vd vd. “Biing khong, anh yéu?”

“Bay gid van con som ma.” Nu cudi gid i ctia Venetia van tro tro. “Rét nhiéu bénh nhan ctia t6i bi mét himg thi v6i chuyén d6 sau khi sinh con. Va tit
nhién, mit s6 ngurdi dan 6ng cam thay dang voc mdi cia vo ho ¢6 vé... thicu hap dan...”

Thiéu hip dan? C6 phai ¢6 ta vira ndi t6i thiéu hip dan?
Cb ta cudn bang do huyét ap quanh canh tay t6i va cau méay khi né phong lén. “Huyét 4p c6 dang ting, Becky.”

Toi khong ngac nhién con ﬁé,u gl Téi liéc Luke, nhung dudng nhur anh hoan toan ching nghi ngd gi.“Em yéu, em nén nhiic dén con dau chan,” anh noi.
“Nh¢ khong, t6i hom trude ay?”

“Pau chan?” Venetia nging Ién, hdo hirc.

“Khong viéc gi ddu ma,” t61 ndi nhanh. “Chi dau nhéi mét cai.”



Tuén truée t6i di doi Manolos nm phan di fim cé ngdy. Chéic d6 1 mot sai lam vi khi vé dén nha t6i hau nhu khong Iét ndi v da phéi nhos Luke mit xa
bap chan cho.

“Du thé thi em ciing nén kiém tra chir.” Luke siét chit tay toi. “Can tic vo 4y ndy.”

“Chinh x4c!” Venetia ddy c4i ghé co ta dang ngdi ra sau. “Minh kham chan nhé, duoc khong, Becky? C6 kén lai girong kham di.”

Toi khong thich cai tia sang do trong mit ¢b ta. Mién cudng, t6i coi doi tat nylon dai c6 dy treo hiéu Lycra ciia minh ra ndm én giurong,
“Hmm.” C6 ta nang chan t6i Ién, nhin soi moi, i xoa mdt tay 1én nd. “Toi nghi t6i cd thé so thiy tinh mach bét dau phinh!”

Toi kinh so chiim chidm nhin vao lan da min ming ctia minh. C6 ta boc phét. Chéa c6 dau hiéu ndo ctia phinh finh mach ca.

“Toi cha thiy gi & d6 c4,” t0i ndi, ¢ ging giit binh tinh.

“V6i ¢ thi ¢6 18 n6 ¢6 vé vo hinh, nhung t6i ¢6 thé nhan ra nhitng thir niy tir giai doan rat sém.” Venetia vO vai toi. “T6i nghil 13, Becky a, tir gios troy di
c6 nén di loai tat y t€ nay.” C0 ta lay mdt cai goi ra khoi ngéin ban r6i 16i ra mdt d6i gi day trong nhur tat dm dai trang. “Pi céi nay vao.”

“T6i s& khong xo thir d6 vao ngudi!” t6i rim ngudi lai khiép hai. Cham vao n6 61 con khong bt minh am ndi, ndi gi dén xo vao. Do 1 thir kinh tom
nhat t6i tirng trong thay.

“Becky, em yéu.” Luke ruéé phia trude. “Néu Venetia ndi a emnén di loai nay thi...”

“Em chéic chéin em khong bi phinh finh mach ma!” Giong t6i trd nén the thé. “Luke, 1 tai d6i gidy ctia em, nhé khong?”
“A.” Venetia chen vao. “C6 & ¢b ndi ding ddy. Dé t6i xem ¢o dang di cai gi ndo.”

C6 ta sam soi doi cao gdt dé buc moi mua cta t6i rdi rau 1 ke dau.

“Doi nity khong phit hop Fim véi ngwdi mang thai giai doan cudi. Pay, thi di céi ndy xem” C6 ta thoc tay vao ngiin cudi 10i ra mdt doi tong cao su ban
thiu mau ndu. “Pay 1a mdt 61 bén khoa xuong khép cho ding thir. Toi s€ rat vui duoc nghe y kién ctia ¢d.”

Toi kinh hoang nhin chiing trén trbi. “Bi cai nay thi khong can x6 doi tit y té kia nita?”

“O khong!” C6 ta mim cudi. “Toi nghi ¢6 nén di ca doi tat Ay nira. Chi cho an toan dy ma.”

Con khén. Con khon.

“Pi thir vao di, emyéu,” Luke ndi cling mdt cai git du khich 1. “Venetia chi nghi cho strc khoe ctia em thoi ma.”
T6i mudn gao 1én Khong, ¢ ta dau tot thé! Anh khong thiy c6 ta dang lim gi sao?

Nhung t6i khong thé. Khong duong thoét. Ca hai bon ho dang quan sét ti. Toi s& phai lim diéu nay.

Cam thiy budn ndn, toi cham chap x6 chiéc tit y t& dau tién vao, rdi chiéc kia.

“Kéo chiing lén cao!” Venetia néi. “Duing rdi, Ién trén dii.” Toi bo gidy di va Iong chén vao doi tong kinh tom. RAi toi nhdc chiée i Marc Jacobs ¢& In
(mau vang nhat, dep me€ man) Ién dé nhét doi giay vao.

“{i ctia ¢O dAy 42" Doi mit nhur ngoc ctia Venetia sang ruc 1én khi nhin thdy n6 va t6i cam théy ndi khiép hai bop nghet minh. Dimg 1 c4i ti. Lim on,
dumg Ia cai tai.

“Céindy qua qua ning cho mit phu nir mang thail” ¢6 ta noi, Ty n6 khoi tay t6i va nhéc thir voi mdt cai nhan may. “C6 c6 biét 16 s& gy ton hai the nao
61 xuong song cua c6 khong? C6 biét ddy, t61 da timg am viéc chiit chd mdt nm v6i mdt nha tri iéu,” ¢6 ta néi thém. “Nhitng ton throng ma ba iy
chimg kién, déu 14 cia nhitng nguoi tha 161 loai tii voi kich ¢& 16 bich nay di khip noi!”

“Tti to dang | mbt ddy,” t6i crong quyét noi.

“Mot!” Venetia bicu dién tiéng cuoi trong vt cta 6 ta. “Mot luon cd hai cho sire khoe. Thir céi ndy i, Becky. Nha tri liéu ctia toi cung cép ddy.” Co
md t0 161 ra mdt céi bi that ngang hong lam bang bat kaki. “An toan va tién dung hon nhiu. Tham chi ¢6 con ¢6 thé giau n6 dudi 4o d€ khoi bi cudp...”

“Tuyét qua!” Luke n6i, By lai cai téi Marc Jacob tir tay Venetia va dat nd 1én san chd t6i khong thé véi toi. “Venetia, em thit tot qua.”
Tét 42 Anh chéng biét ti gi vé& chuyén dang xay ra & day dau. Khong ti ndo.

“Thir di, Becky!”” Venetia ¢t nhu mdt con meo von con chudt dang thoi thop, tan huong sy dau dén cuia né. “Thir xem ¢6 vira khdng,”



Tay run ray, toi vong cai day dai kaki quanh bung, dong khoa 16i dé 4o minh budng xudng. Khi quay lai t6i trong thay hinh anh ciia chinh minh trong tam
guong soi toan than gan dang sau cira.

Toi mudn khoc thét. Toi trong nhu mdt con qudi vt dj hom vly. Céing chan t6i | hai thin cy triing ph, phi non. Ban chén thi y chang ban chén ba ndi
to1 T6i co bung ca dang trude lan dang sau.

“Trong cb tuyét Bim, Becky!” Venetia da nhay bd dén chd cai ban va dang lam mt dong tac le lang kiéu yoga nhim khoe cénh tay dai, uyén chuyén.
“Vay 1, Luke, chiing ta ¢ c6 mdt cudc hen that tuyét voi. thue sy rat quan tim dén nhiing dieu anh n6i vé may duong link web do...”

Khén khd khén nan, t6i 16 bude Yé chd ngdi va chd ho néi ndt chuyén vé muc profile cong ty ciia Venetia. Nhung gior thi ho da lai chuyén sang cac tap
quang co cho c6 ta va liéu co the cai thién chiing hon nita dugc khong,

“Oi xin b1, Becky!” Venetia limra vé chot dé y dén toi. “Chuyén ndy chic 1 chan Em nhi. Um, budi kham dinh ky xong rdi, nén néu ¢6 khong muén &
daynira...”

“Chang phéi i em c6 hen an trra véi Suze va Jess sao?”” Luke nging én. “Sao em khéng di thing dén d6 nhi? Anh chi mudt chét lai méy van dé véi
Venetia.”

T6i chon chén tai chd. Toi khong mudn dé anh ¢ d6 mot minh vai c6 ta. Moi ban ning ctia t6i déu bao i dimg lm thé. Nhung néu ti n6i thé anh s&
nghi t6i 1a d6 thich s& hitu chuyén nghi ngd va chiing 61 s€ lai cai nhau to mdt tran nita.

“Um, OK,” cudi cling t6i noi. “Emdi vay.”

“Nhé mang theo nhitng thir c6 can,” Venetia n6i, chi tay vé phia cai tii Marc Jacobs ctia toi. “Va t6i khdng mubn nghe néi 1 ¢6 van con ding céi tiii
kia!” C6 ta huo huo ngodn tay vao mit toi.

T6i mudn ban chét c6 ta. Nhung cai ché ich gi, Luke s& chi bénh c6 ta thoi. Lang I8, t6i Jy vi, dién thoai, chia khoa va vai thir dd trang diém can thiét.
Toi cho chimg vao cai bi kaki roi kéo khda lai.

“Tambiét, em yéu.” Luke hon t6i. “Anh s& goi cho em sau.”

“Tam biét. Tam biét Venetia.” T6i hiu nhu khong thé nhin théng vao méit ¢6 ta. Toi roi cin phong, tién thing ra sanh.

Tai ban I& tAn c6 mdt ¢ gai toc vang bung bau bé teo dang i rit ndi, “Déng ky duoc voi bac si Venetia khién t6i hoi hop qual”
U, 20 thi c6 thoa nguyén 1di nhé, i cay d nghi. Cho dén khi ¢6 ta khién co trong nhu mot my Bp di trede mit chéng c0.

Toi gan nhur d4 ra dén cira thi dimg khung lai vi chot nhé ra mot chuyén. Sang nay lic Luke dang tim thi di dong cta anh 4y reo, va ti da nghe may.
Khong phai vi t6i thich so hitu hay nghi ngd, ma bai vi..

Hurm, théi duge. Vi toi nghi ddy co thé 14 Venetia. Nlung khong phai, ma i John goi tir Brandon Communications, va t6i da khong hé nhén Luke goi lai
cho anh ta. Minh nén cho anh bieét.

Toi quay lai qua phong cho, ¢b ging phot K anh miét soi mdi td md cia ¢6 toc vang va chdng cd ta. Doi tit khon kiép nay sé& tut trrde khi minh ra duoc
ngoai kia mat.

Mot phy i miic dong phuc kiéu y t démg trudc i trén hinh lang, va khi ti léch théch di t6i thi ¢6 ta dimg truéc cira phong Venetia. C6 ta gd hai lan,
roi mo cura.

“Oi xin 16i!” t6i nghe c6 ta ni. “Toi khong co y lam phién...”
Lam phién céi gi? Lam phién céi gi?
Tréng ngyre 16i dot nhién nén thinh thich, t61 voi va tién dén, nhung chi kip nhin nhanh mdt c4i qua cira ra vao khi ¢d y ti cdo hui.

Va toi thiy ho. Ngdi bén nhau chd cai ban, thi thAm cudi cudi néi n6i. Canh tay ciia Venetia thoai mai dit trén vai Luke. Tay kia dan vao tay anh. Trong
ho hanh phiic va thur thai va than mat.

Trong ho nhu mdt cap.

Toi khong biét béang cach ndo t6i dén duge nha hang minh hen gip Suze v Jess. Toi dang bude di trong ché do tw dong diéu khicn, nhur mdt xic udp.
T61 muon ndn thoc thao moi 1an nghi dén diéu do.

Ching n6 ¢ cting nhau. Ching n6 ¢ cting nhau.
“Bex?”

Ciing bang cach nio d6 t6i da md mam qua dugc nhitng céi cira kinh va dimg d6 thin the trong khi nhan vién phuc vu héi ha xung quanh va moi ngudi



tan gau huyén ndo. “Bex, ciu khong sao chir?”” Suze voi va tién lai chio t6i. Mt 6 16t xudng d6i chan tréng 10p ciia t6i kinh hai. “Cau nic céi gi thé?
C6 chuyén gi the? Bex... cau c6 noi duge khong?”

“Minh... Khong. Minh chi can ngdi xudng thoi.” Téi loang choang theo sau c6 dén mbdt banké & goc, Jess da chd sin & do.

“C6 chuyén gi thé?”” Trong Jess sdc toan tap trude bd dang ciia toi. Chi nhanh tay ddy mot c4i ghé ra rdi da t6i ngdi xubng, “Em c6 sao khong? Prra bé
lamsao a?”

“Emda thiy bon ho,” ti kho nhoc n6i.

“A

“Luke va Venetia. Cting nhau.”

“Ciing nhau?”’ Suze Ky tay bit miéng. “Cing nhau... hm gi?”

“Ho ngdi bén ban, néi chuyén.” Toi hau nhu khong ndi ndi nén 1oi. “Nang dit tay 1én vai chang, chang ndm tay nang.” Toi ngude 1én chd phén ing, Ca
Suze va Jess déu cd vé nhu dang cho t6i ke thém nira.

“Ho... hén nhau a?”” Suze dam hoi.

“Khong, ho dang cudi. Trong ho hoan toan hanh phic. Minh chi... minh phéi bién khoi d6.” T6i nudt mdt ngum nurde thét Ion. Suze va Jess liéc mét nhin
nhau.

“Va d6 I Iy do cAu miic quén tat tring?”” Suze danh bao hoi mdt cach nghiém tiic.

“Khong! Tét nhién ki khong!” t6i nc can ly nude, cam thy sy nhyc nhé lai déng én ngin ngyt. “La Venetia! Co ta cudp giy va tti ciia minh, roi bt
minh méc ci thir ndy, dé cho minh trong thd thién trude mét Luke.”

Suze hé hc miéng. “Dung 13 db bo cail”

“Va minh khong thé cdi ching ra duoc.” Lic ndy t6i da nurde mét kg trong, “Minh miic ket véi ching.”

“Thoi ndo! Minh s& gifp cau.” Suze dit ly ctia minh xudng va vai tay iy mot chiéc tat. Jess nhin, 1ong miy cau lai.

“Becky... em 6 chéc 1 khong ¢ Iy do strc khoe hop Iy no khi mic ching khong?”

“Khong! C6 ta chi lam thé vi ti tién thoi! C6 ta noi thoi trang chi t hai strc khoe.”

Trong Jess van lanh te. “Thi dtng i thoi trang ¢6 hai cho stc khoe.”

“Thoi trang khong hai sirc khoe!” ti da Ién, “Tét cho strc khoe thi co! N6 khién chi... n6 khién chi luon gitt minh sin chz'ig va dimg tihflng lung dé 4o
khodc ctia chi c6 dang dep hon... va yéu chinh minh néu khong s& bi trdm cam toan tap.” Toi vira néi vira xoe ngon tay dém tirng diém. “Con giay cao
20t 1a bai tap thé duc tuyét voi cho co bap chan...”

“Bex, ubng chiit ruou di,” Suze diu dang an ti, dy ly ctia ¢d sang phia toi. “Chi mot ngum s& khong hai dira bé dau. Va nd ¢ thé... khién cau binh tinh
hon mdt chut.”

“U. Camon.” T6i udng mdt ngum day biét on.

“Béc si san ctia minh bao mbi dém minh im mdt ly vang ciiing duoc,” Suze ndi thém. “Ong Ay 1 ngudi Phap.”

Toi udng thém ngum nita, cam thiy nhip tim minh diéu hoa tr i, L& ra minh nén dén Phép ma sish con. Hay bét ¢t chd ndo ngoai trir chd cuia Venetia
Carter. C6 I minh nén quén phét miy thir bénh vién di ma sinh con trong mt ctra hang nhu van hang dy dinh. It nhat nhur the minh s cam thay thur thai
va hanh phiic. It nhat nhur thé minh s& dugc ting quan 4o mién phi.

“Minh chéing biét nén lam gi nita.” Toi it ly rrou xubng va dau khd nhin hét Suze lai Jess. “Minh da thir noi chuyén voi Luke roi. Anh &y béo chéing ¢
chuyén gi hét va ho chi 1 ban. Nhung minh thy trong ho khong don gian | ban.”

“Chinh x4c thi anh 4y cam tay c6 ta thé ndo?” Suze cau may tép trung, “C6 thé ndo chi 14 than thién kiéu ban bé khong? Venetia co phai i kiéu ngudi
hay dung cham thoai mai khong?”
“Cb ta...” Toi nho lai. Toi nhé c6 ta timg siét vai toi, ding ban tay vudt doc canh tay toi. “Hoi hoi,” cudi cling t6i ciing noi.

“A, ¢6 18 moi chuyén chi c6 thé! C6 1& chi 1 ¢6 ta thudc tip ngudi qua gin giii

“Em c6 bang chimg gi nita khong?” Jess hoi.



“Van chura.” Toi nghich gidy g6i thanh banh mi, ban khoan khong biét ¢ nén néi véi ho khong, “Hom truée em di bam theo anh 4y.”
“Cau lim gl co?” Trong Suze kinh hoang. “Nh& anh 4y trong thiy cau thi sao?”
“Anh 4y da thiy t6 that. Té gia vo dang mua sim.”

“Bex...” Suze birt toc. “Nhd ching c6 chuyén gi that thi sao? Chi nhin thiy ho tay ndm tay khong phéi i bing chimg, Cu khong muén hity hoai toan bo
long tin gitta cau va Luke chir ha?”

“Thé minh nén lam gi day?” Téi nhin tir khu6n mét ndy sang khuon mit kia. “Emnén am gi?”

“Chéing g cd.” Suze khiing dinh. “Bex, minh biét Luke yéu ciu. Va anh dy vin chura lim didu gi i 10i ¢4, ding khong? Néu anh dy timg n6i d, hay cau
bat qua tang ho hon nhau thi lai [ chuyén khac...”

“Chi nht tri.” Jess gat dau lia lia. “Chi nghi em d nhdm hang rdi, Becky.”

“Nhung...” 161 b6 do chimg cau noi, X0dn tAm gidy goi tht chat quanh ngon tay. Toi khong biét phai giai thich ra sao, t6i chi ¢6 linh cam xdu. Khong chi
12 may vu tin nhéin hay bira t6i. Thim chi cling khong phai chuyén t6i vira bat gip ho. Ma Ia ¢ gi d6 & c6 ta. Trong mat c6 ta. C6 ta c6 da tim.

Nhung néu toi néi thé ho s& bao t6i chi trdng tuong ra.
“Thoi duge 161, t6i danh ndi. “Em s& khong lam gi hét.”
“Minh goi mon di,” Suze phan, chia menu cho toi.

“Cod kiéu menu tinh theo mAm voi s6 moén ¢ dinh ddy,” Jess 16}, dat mot to gidy danh mdy Ién trén tap thire don ghi tén va gia tirng mon riéng r&. “Nhu
thé tiét kiém hon, néu chiing ta chi goi hai mén va khong chon bt ctr mon nao trong s miy mon 16 bich co ndm cuc dy.”

Ngay lap tirc t6i mubn bat lai ring ndm cuc B mon yéu thich cua t6i va ai thém quan tim xemn6 gid bao nhiéu chir? Nhung van dé 14 t6i ciing gan nhur
dong y. Toi chura timg chi ca-ngan-bang-cho-cai-mon-nim-cyc-ay.

Oi troi. Pmg bao i minh bt dau ddng y véi Jess.
“Ngoai ra cdu c6 thé gitip minh nghi xem nén hoan toan quay hrng lai voi Lulu thé ndo,” Suze néi thém, chuyén gio banh mi qua toi.
“Oii,” t6i n6i, vui hon mjt chiit. “Sao lai thé?””

“C6 ta nhan dugc 11 dé nghi lam mdt churong trinh ti vi,” Suze no6i giong khinh bi. “Mot trong $6 nhan nhan céc chuong trinh toan kich ban gid tao, co ta
"’

s& dén nha ctia mdt ba me dé hoi ndo d6 dé day dd ho cach ndu in cho con sao cho bd dudng. Va cb ta vira dé nghi minh im ba me dé hoi dau tién!
"’

“Khong doi nao!

“C0 ta da dua tén cla minh cho cong ty san xudt churong trinh d6!” Gigng Suze cao it 1én vi gidn dir. “Ho goi cho minh hoi c6 dtng la minh chi cho cc
con an do dong hdp nén khong dira nao biet noi khong?”

“That thd 16! Toi ldy mot thanh banh mi va phét chit bo Ién. Ching gi bang c6 ai d6 dé ma ghét, nhur thé s& khién ban quén di céc van dé ctia chinh
minh.

Ching t6i da c6 mdt bita trua tuyét vi, ba ching t6i, va dén cudi bita toi da théy kha hon rét nhidu. TAt ca ching t6i déu xac nhan Lulu dich thi a mot
con nu xau xa (Jess chura timg gap Lulu, nhung t61 d3 mi€u ta kha 16 cho chi.) Roi Jess tim sy cac van dé cua chi. Chi da n6i voi Tom chuyén Chile va
chuyén d6 khong duoc sudn sé lim

“PAu tién anh &y twong chi dta,” chi noi, bop vun thanh bénh mi ra thanh timg minh nhé. “Roi anh 4y tuéng chi dang thir théch tinh yéu ciia anh 4y, Thé
la anh ay lien cau hon.”

“Tom cau hon?”” t6i ré 1én phén khich.

“Buong nhién 1 chi da béo anh Ay dimg ¢6 10 bich nhur thé,” Jess ni. “Va gio.. bon chi khong con ndi chuyén nita.” Chi noi kiéu than nhién, nhung toi
co the thay noi buon trong mit chi. “Chuyén v6 van ay ma.” Chi nubt we mot ngum ruou Ion, that khong giong Jess chit nao. Toi liéc nhin Suze, ¢6 ném
cho t6i mdt cai cau may lo lang,

“Jess, chi co chic chdn vé chuyén Chile khong?” t6i ngiip ngimg noi.

“Chéc.” Chi git du. “Chi phai di. Chi phai lam viéc nay. Chi s& khong bao gi ¢ lai co hdi nay mot Jan niva.”

“V6i ¢4 Tom Iudn c6 thé dén thim chi & d6 md,” Suze chira.

“Chinh xac. Chi cin anh 4y ¢6 thé ngimg nghe 11 me!” Jess Fic dau tirc gidn. “Janicehoan toan cudng loan. Ba 4y lién tuc giri cho chi ban in tir méy trang



trén mang ni Chile i mot mrde nguy hiém, bat on, bénh tét hoanh hanh va day min chon dudi dat.”
“Thé ¢6 ding khong?” t6i sg sét noi.

“Tét nhién i khong!” Jess n6i. “Ba Ay chi néi v6 van.” Chi nhdp mdt ngum nita. “O d6 chi c6 vai qua min, thé thoi. Va mot vin d& nho lién quan dén dich
té,”

Vai qua min? Dich ta?
“Tess, dén d6 chi phai thuc sy cén thin éy,” t61 budt miéng ndi, va ndm tay chi. “Bon em khong mudn c6 bt ctr chuyén xAu gixdyra cho chi.”
“iing ddy, chi phai can than ddy,” Suze chen vao.

“Chi s& cin than,” ¢b Jess do ung Ién. “Chi s€ khong sao hét. Cam on bon em D sao di nira...” Khi ngudi phuc vy mang ca phé dén, chirut tay lai,
trong nguong nghiu. “Chi thich cap téc cia em lam, Becky.”

RS rang 1 chi mudn doi dé tai.

“Oi camon chi.” Téi triu mén cham vao 1n6. “Bep khong? Cia Miu Miu ddy. Thyre ra né l mdt phin ctia danh myc du tw quy tin thac cho con em.”
Im Eing bao trim va toi ngude 1én thiy ca Suze 1An Jess dang nhin t6i chim chip.

“Bex, sao mdt cai cap toc Miu M lai co thé 1a mot phén ctia danh muc déu t tin thic duwoc?”” Suze ban khoan noi.

“Boi vind |a DS c6 cho Tuong lail” ti vira ndi vira khoa tay.

“Dd cb cho Tuong lai 1 c4i gi?” trong Suze boi roi.

Ha. Thy chira. Minh tht | di trude thoi dail

“Pay | mot cach dau tur moi rt tuyét voi,” t6i giai thich. “D8 nhur &n keo vAy! Cau cir mua cai gi ciing duoc, giit lai ca bao bi, rdi trong vong nim muroi
nam dem di ban d4u gi4 va kiém bon!”

“Ra theé,” Suze ndi, vé nghi ngai. “The céu con mua gi nita?”

“Um..” t61 nghi mot lat. “Kha kha dd ctia Miu Miu, thue ra i thé. Ca mdt s6 tuong Harry Porter va bup bé Barbie cong chia... mdt cai vong tay tuyét
dep cua Topshop...”

“Becky, vong tay Topshop dau phai mot khoan dau tw,” Jess ndi, co vé cau.

Chi van chua thuc sy hiéu vin dé.

“C6 thé bay gio thi chura,” t6i kién nhan giai thich. “Nhung s&. N6 s& xuat hién trén chirong trinh Antique Roadshow, rdi chi xem!”
“Bex, ngAn hang thi im sa0?” Suze lo ling noi.

“Minh khéng dinh nhét tién ctia con minh vao mot ngén hang v& van nao dé nhur moi ngudi khac!” t6i n6i. “Minh I mot chuyén gia tai chinh, nhé khong,
Suze. Pay 1a finh virc minh lam.””

“La finh vure cdu ting [Am”

“Thi ciing nhur 14i xe dap thoi ma,” ti ra vé ké cé tran an 6. Toi i xe dap ching gioi dén thé, nhung dau can phai nhéc dén diéu do chir.

“Tirc 12 em lim tht 42” Jess hoi. “Em da dau tur hét ca tién?”

“Oi chua. Em van con c4 déng tién!” t6i im mdt ngum ca phé, rdi dé ¥ thiy mdt bic tranh triru trong treo trén birc twong canh toi. Chi i mot birc son
dau v& mdt hinh vuong I6n mau xanh da troi, the ma céi tag gid nho nhd gan & d6 de nhitng £195. “Nay, nhin xem!” t6i ndi, cham cham nhin né mot cach
thich tht. “Hai nguoi c6 nghi Ia emnén...”

“Khong!” ca Suze va Jess dong thanh cit ngang,

Tht tinh. Ho tham chi con khong biét t6i sdp sira ndi gi co ma.

Toi vé nha ti d6 chi thiy mot can ho t6i den trong trai khong c6 Luke. Anh dang & chd cb ta.

Khong. Khong phai. Thoi ngay. Toi tur im cho minh mot cai sandwich, d4 chan coi doi dép rdi cudn tron trén sofa véi cai diéu khién ti vi. Trong khi toi

bam it d6i kénh lién tuc dé tim churong trinh Birth Stories, t6i nghién chwrong trinh ny (chi c6 diéu t6i toan xem nhimg phin quan trong nhét qua k&
nhirng ngdn tay che mat), thi dién thoai reo.



“Chao em!” La Luke, nghe giong c6 vé vdi va. “Becky, anh quén mat khong béo véi em, anh ra ngoai dén du L2 trao Giai thudng Tai chinh. Anh s& vé

muon.

“O vang.” Gios thi t6i nh6 roi, t0i c6 biét ci I nay. Thue ra Luke da i t6i di ciing t6i d6 nhung t6i khong thé dbi dién ndi voi mdt budi tdi toan nhitng
bac quan ly quy gia nua té nhat. “OK. Gép anh saunhé. A Luke...”
T6i bo do cau noi, tim dép thinh thich. Toi khong biét minh dinh n6i gl, chir dimg néi dén viée noi thé nao.

“Anh phai di day.” Luke thdm chi con khong budn dé y t6i sy im Iing khé nhoc ctia toi. “Gép emsau.”
“Luke...” t6i thir néi lai - nhung dau bén kia da ngit.
Toi trén tr01 nhin vao khoang khong mot luc, tuong tuong ra cude ndi chuyén hoan héo trong d6 Luke s& hoi toi co chuyén gicon 61 s& noi, Oi khong co
g dau, r6i anh ndi, C6, c6 ma, va két thic bang viéc anh ndi ring anh hoan toan yéu t6i, ring Venetia thure sw xiu dién va ring hay i mai vo chéng minh
di Paris di?
Nén nhac choi tai phat ra tir i vi 6i t6i ra khoi con nmuy mj va ngurée mit 1én nhin man hinh. Hinh nhur t6i d3 di qua xa xudng cubi danh sach kénh truyén
hinh cép, va hién dang & mdt kénh kinh doanh va tai chinh v6 danh ndo d6. T6i dang co nhd xem Living Channel & kénh nao thi chot chi y t6i mdt tay bé
vé mic chiec jacket danh cho tiéc t0i trén man hinh. T6i nhin ra anh ta. 6 la Alan Proctor ctia Quy dau tu Pat Mii. Con c6 ca cai ¢ Jill cta to
Portfolio Management dang ngoi canh anh ta nita. Cai quai gi...

That khong thé tin ndi. L2 trao Giai thurong Tai chinh ding 1 dang dugc truyén hinh trye tiép! Trén mot kénh truyén hinh cap chang ai thém xem - nhung
van I truyén hinh truc tiép! Toi ngdi thang day cham chii nhin mén hinh. C6 khi minh thiy Luke ciing nén!

“... va gio ching t6i xin dugc truyén hinh tre tiép L2 trao Giai thudng Tai chinh ndm nay tir khéch san Grosvenor House...” phét thanh vién noi. “Nam
nay chiing ta da phai doi hdi truong vi s0 hrgng cong ty tranh giai tang kn...”

Chi dé cho vui, t6i voi lay dién thoai bam phim tit goi cho Luke. Camera quét qua hoi trudng con t6i chiim chii sam soi man hinh, nhin timg ngudi théit ca
vat den ngdi & cc ban. C6 Philip, curu tong bién tp cuia 161 & t& Successful Saving, dang im mdt ngum ruou I6n. Ca cai ¢d & tip doan bao hiém Lioyd
lic nao cling mic vest xanh 14 di hop bao nira...

“Chao em, Becky.” Luke dot ngdt bat may. “Moi thir 6n chir?”

“Chao anh!” ti néi. “Em chi dang khong biét L& trao giai thé nio thoi?”

Toi dang doi camera chiéu dén chd Luke. Roi t6i ¢6 thé noi, “Biét sao khong, em dang nhin anh day!”

“Oi van thé, van thé,” Luke néi sau khi ngimg mot chut. “Phong dong nghit & khach san Dorchester... dong kinh khing...”

Khéach san Dorchester?

T6i tran trdi nhin cai dién thoai mot lat. RSi cam thiy vira nong vira lanh, toi ap taiong nghe. Toi khong nghe thiy tiéng ndi chuyén x6n xao nio lot vio.
Anh khong phai dang & mdt hdi truong dong due, ding khong?

Anh dang n6i doi.

“Becky? Em con d6 khong?”

“EBm.. irm.. con.” Toi cam thiy choéng vang vi sdc. “Thé, anh dang ngdi canh ai thé?”

“Anh dang ngdi canh... Mel. Anh phai di ddy, em yéu.”

“OK,” t6i than they néi. “Tam biét.”

Carrera vira lia qua Mel trén ti vi. C6 4y dang ngdi kep giita hai ngudi dan 6ng lyre udng mic com 6. Ca cai ban Ay chéing con chd ndo tréng,
Luke da n6i ddi toi. Anh dang & dau d6 khac. Véi ai d6 khac.

Anh sang phii phiém va tiéng dn do ctia I trao giai khién t6i 1ong ca ¢ nén toi tit phyp ti vi di. Trong mot e t6i ctr thé Eing 1§ ddm diim - 1di, trong con
choéng vang, t6i voi ldy dién thoai bam s6 goi me. T6i can noi chuyén vdi ai do.

“A 167" Ngay khi nghe th'?iy giong an toan, than thudc cta me, t6i mudn da khéc.
“Me a, con Becky day.”

“Becky! Khoe khong, con yéu? Prra nho thé nao? Pap dit im ha?”



“Chéau khoe a.” Toi so tay én bung theo phan xa. “Nhung con thi ¢6 mdt... mdt van dé.”

“Vén dé kiéu gi?”” Giong me ddy lo Fing. “Becky, khong phai lai mAy ga tir Mastercard nira ddy chu?”
“Khong! Day 1a... chuyén cé nhén.

“Cé nhan?”

“Con... chuyén d...” toi cin moi, bét chot ude gi minh da suy nghi trude khi goi dién. Toi khong thé ndi voi me c6 chuyén gi. Toi khong thé khién me o
quynh Ién. Nhat I3 sau khi me d& canh bao trude voi téi vé chinh chuyén ndy.

C06 18 i ¢6 thé hoi me 1o khuyén ma }dléng cAn ké hét su that. Nhu khi nguoi ta van viét ther cho muc tAm s trén bao chi vé chuyén cua “ban’” ho trong
Kkhi thyre ra chinh hg mai 1a ngudi bi bat qua tang mic do6 boi cua vo.

“La chuyén vé... mdt dong nghiép & cira hang,” t6i bit dau, giong run run. “Con nghi ¢6 4y dinh... dinh chuyén sang bo phan khac. Sau lng con 6 ay
toan ndi chuyén voi ho, lai con an trura véi ho nira, con chi vira phat hién ra c6 ay ndi doi con...” Mot giot mrde mit lin xuong ma t61. “Me ¢6 10i khuyén

g khong?”

“Tét nhién me ¢6 vai 101 khuyén!” me vui vé n6i. “Con yéu, c6 dy chi la mot dong nghiép thoi ma! My nguoi dong nghiép dén rdi di nhu com bita. Vai
tuan nita I3 con quén bién cd ay va chuyén sang quy nguoi khac ngay thoi!”

“Ding thé,” t6i ndi sau mdt ic im king,
Thanh that ma noi, thé ching Bm t6i d& chiu hon my.
“Nay,” me n6i, “con da co tii dung ta chira? Me hoi thé vi vira théy mot cai siéu hay o ctra hang John Lewis...”

“VéAn dé Iy, me oi..” t6i 6 mdt lan nita. “Van d& 1, con thuc sy quy ¢ dong nghiép ndy. Va con khong thé biét duoc liéu c6 4y c6 di gip miy ngudi
d6 sau lung con khong,..”

“Con yéu, c0 ban nay 14 ai the?”’ me cd vé bdi roi. “Con da bao gid nhic dén c6 ay chua nhi?”

“Co éy chi la... mdt ngudi con hop ngay tir dau. Bon con n6i chuyén rat vui, va dang ¢ mot... dy anc... va, me biét déy, ¢6 vé nhu né thue su hiéu qua.
Con nghi bon con da vui vé bén nhau bi€t bao...” Mét cuc nghen to ding xuat hién trong hong t6i. “Con khong thé chiu dugc néu mat ¢6 ay.”

“Con mit c6 4y sao duogc!” me n6i, bat cuoi. “Ngay ca khi co 4y bo con chuyén sang by phan khac, thinh thoang cac con van ¢6 thé ciing nhau di udng
caphé...”

“Thinh thoang cting nhau di udng ca phé?” Téi thdt 1én dau dén. “Thinh thoang cing nhau di udng ca phé thi ¢6 nghiia Iy gi co chu?”

Nudc mét bit ddu chay trén mit t0i khi nght dén canh t6i va Luke grong gao gip nhau trong mdt budi thinh thoang di ubng ca phé, trong khi Venetia
ngdi mdt goc nhip nhip mong tay xudng ban.

“Becky?”” me hoang hét kéu Ién. “Con yéu? Con khdng sao chir?”
“Con 6n,” ti khit mili, lau mit. “Chi hoi... budn mot chut thoi.”

“C6 gai ndy thire su quan trong véi con dén thé sao?” me bdi rdi ra mit. Toi nghe thiy tiéng bd vong vao dién thoai, “C6 chuyén gi thé?” va c6 tiéng lao
xa0 khi me quay khoi cai dién thoai.

“La Becky,” t6i nghe thdy me ndi, thi thAm. “Em nghi n6 hoi bj anh hudng ctia hormon, t0i nghiép con bé...”
Thét tinh! Con khdng bi anh hurdng ctia hormon. Chdng con dang ngoai tinh.

“Becky, nghe me ndy.” Me quay trd lai n6i chuyén véi t0i. “Con da noi chuyén ndy véi ¢ ban &y chua? Con da hoi théing c6 Ay xem c6 diing a c6 4y
dinh chuyén sang bd phan khac khong chira? Con c6 chic thong tin con ¢b déu ding khong?”

Im king bao trim trong lic t0i tudng tuong ra canh minh ddi dau voi Luke khi anh vé nha dém nay. L& anh to tiéng va ¢6 v vit 1 minh & & trao gidi d6
thét thi sao? L& anh bdo anh yéu Venetia va s& bo t6i dé dén vdi co ta>Cach nao thi i cling cam thay mudn chét trude vien canh dy.

“Thét khong d&,” cubi cing toi noi.
“Oi Becky.” Me thé dai. “Con chura bao gior gioi di mit voi cac van dé ctia minh, ding khong?”
“Vang,” Toi di di chan trén tham. “Con doén I thé.”

“Gitr con da trudng thanh rdi, con yéu,” me diu dang néi. “Con phai dwong dau voi nhitng vin dé ctia minh. Con biét minh phai im g nm.”



“Me n6i phai.” T6i thé' dai thudn thirot, cam thiy co thé minh d4 bot cang thang, “Cam on me.”
“Con bao trong nhé, con yéu. Pumg dé minh budn nhiéu. BS giri 1o hoi thim con.”
“Con s& dén thim bd me som. Tambiét. Va camonme.”

Toi tit dign thoai trong mdt quyét tim mdi. Thyc té vira chimg minh, cAc ba me diing k thong théi nhét. Me vira gitp t0i nhin nhén toan by chuyén nay
mot cach 10 rang lan dau tién tir bay dén nay. T6i da quyet dinh chinh xac minh s€ lam gi.

Toi s€ thué mdt tham tir tur.
KHOA NGHIEN CUU HY-LA
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Ngay 3 théng Mudi mdt nim 2003
Thira ba Brandon

Camon ba vi da dé lai tin nhén trén dién thoai ma thur ky ctia t6i da ¢b hét sirc trinh bay lai.

Toi rét tiéc khi nghe tin chong ba c6 thé “dang ngoai tinh bang tiéng Latin”, nhur ba noi. Toi c6 thé hiéu laba hén phai cam thiy lo ling ra sao va t6i s& rt
vui long dugc dich bét ¢t tin nhiin ndo ba chuyén tiép cho toi. Toi thure sy hy vong nhur thé s& hm 16 tring den.

Tréan trong
Ednund Fortescue
Gido sur nganh nghién ciru Hy-la

Téi bit: Nhén tién, n6i chung ngudi ta khong ding tir “tinh nhan Latin’ > @ chi nhitng ngudi ndi chuyén véi tinh nhan ctia ho bang tiéng Latin; t6i thrc long
hy vong thong tin niy s& it nhiéu tran an ba.

Denny and George

44 Phé Horab>

Covent Garden

London W1

Ba R. Brandon

37 Maida Vale Mansions

Maida Vale

London NW6 OYF

Ngay 4 thang Mudi mdt nim 2003
Rebecca thin mén

Camon vi }4 thu ctia ¢6. T6i rat tiéc khi nghe tin 6 c6 méu thuiin véi bac sisan ctia minh.

Ching t6i rat xtic dong vi c6 da ting c6 nhiéu khoanh khéc hanh phiic dén thé ¢ ddy va cam thiy ddy i “noi hoan hao dé mang mt dira tré dén thé



gioi.” Tuy nhién, t6i ¢ rang chiing t6i khong thé bién cira hing ctia minh thanh mdt phong ho sinh d chién, ngay ca vi mot khach hang cii déng gia.

Ching toi d4nh gia cao d& nghi it tén con c6 1 “Denny George Brandon™; tuy nhién ti e ring didu d6 ciing khong lam thay déi quyét dinh ciia ching
tOi.

Chuic ¢6 may n¥in khi sinh nd.

Giri t6i ¢6 nhitng 10 chiic t5t dep nhét
Francessca Goodman

Giam ddc Cira hang

REGAL AIRLINES

Tru s6 chinh

Preston House

345 KINGSWAY - LONDON WC2 4TH
Ba Rebecca Brandon

37 Maida Vale Mansions

Maida Vale

London NW6 OYF

Ngay 4 thang Murdi mot nam 2003
Thua ba Brandon

Camon ba vi 4 thu

Ba ¢6 vé dang hiéu lAm nghiém trong, Néu ba sinh con gjira khong trung trén mot chuyén bay ctia Regal, con ba ciing khong duge “ting vé hang thuong
nhan mién phi ca dor”. Va ba cling khong cé quyén di cting con ba “voi tu cach ngudi gidmhg”.

Céc tiép vién trén mdy bay ciia ching toi khong phai “ai cling timg d& d¢ cho hang triéu triéu dra tré” va toi mudn néi 16 rang chinh séch ciia cong ty
Regal khong cho phép ching t6i cho phép bat ctr phu nit ndo mang thai trén 36 tuan Ién may bay.

Téi hy vong ba s€ lai Iya chon Regal Airl sém
Tréan trong

Margaret McNair

Giam déc Phy trach Khach hang
KENNETH PRENDERGAST
Prendergast de Witt Connell

Tu vén Tai chinh

Forward House

394 High Holborn London WC1V 7EX
Ba R. Brandon

37 Maida Vale Mansions

Maida Vale

London NW6 OYF

Ngiy 5 théng Muoi mbt 2003



Thura ba Brandon

Cémon vi 4 thu cta ba.

Toi lo ngai khi ngl}e vé “ké hoach thién ti moi” ciia ba. Toi thanh thit khuyén ba dimg dau tur phén con lai ciia quy danh cho con ba vao céi goiD6 ¢6
cho Tuong lar”, dong thoi xin guri tra ba birc anh chup nhanh bg bikini Topshop phién ban limited ma t61 khong biét phéi binh ludn gi. Mua nhiing mén do
nhu vay khong phai “chic théng Ion”, ciing khong thé gitip bét ky ai kiém 10i dugc ngay ca khi ho “mua di nhiéu”

Cho phép t6i duoc goi y cho ba nhimg dau tur théng dung hon, nhur ¢b phiéu va trai phiéu.

Tran trong

Kenneth Prendergast

Chuyén gia Dau tu Gia dinh

Ban dang doc truyén Tin D6 Shopping C6 Baby dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chuong 12

Khong hiéu sao t6i lai khong lim vay trude day. Nhu me noi, ti can phéi im 16 tréng den chuyén nay. Tt ca nhitng gi toi can I tim cAu tra 101 cho mot
céau hoi don gian: C6 phai Luke dang lang nhing vdi Venetia khong? Co6 hay khong,

Va néu ding 1 ¢6...

Da day t6i quén én khi nghi thé va t6i phai lam vai bai tap tho nong nho. Hit viao. Thé ra. Hit vao. Tho ra. Lo con dau di. Khi dén cay cau Ay minh s&
qua dugc.

Toi dang dimg & ga West Ruislip, ngimnghia bén do cac phd. Toi khong thé tudng tuong duge West Ruislip lai | noi céc thim tir tur hay king ving,
(Nhung r6i t61 doan thuc ra minh dang hinh dung ra khu trung tm Chicago thap nién 1940.)

Toi di doc con duong chinh, liéc bong ctia minh trén mdt cira kinh cira hang khi di ngang qua. Toi da phai mét ca trdm ndm moi quyét dinh dugc sang
nay nyic g, nhung cudi cung tdi chi chon mot chiéc vay den in hoa don gian, gidy kiéu ¢b dién va kinh mat den ngom c& dai. Dii 16 rang 1 kinh mét ciing
chi 1a mit cach hoa trangvovan Néu calthayt01, ho s& clnngnghl, “C6 mot phy nix bi 4n miic dd den kia,” ho chi nght, “Becky kia, deo kinh mat va
dén chd mot tham tr tur.”

Cam thiy cang thing, t6i bat du bude nhanh hon. T6i khong thé tin ring minh dang lim thé nay that. That d& ot. Nhu diit chd m mong chan vay. Toi
goi dién dén s6 trén danh thiép ma tay 14 taxi dira cho - nhung xui xéo 1 tay tham tir d6 dang chuén bi di Costa del Sol. (Bi danh gon, chir khong phai
theo dau t6i pham.) Véy I t6i search trén mang céc tham tir tir - va hoa ra c6 ca ti nguoi! Cubi ciing toi quyét dinh chon mdt ngudi c6 tén 1 Dave
Sharpness, Con miét Riéng tur (Chuyén diéu tra cac vu lién quan dén hon nhén), ching toi sip xép mot cude hen, va gio thi toi & ddy. Tai West Ruislip.

To6i 18 vao mot nhénh phd phu va toa nha 4y hién ra phia trudc. T6i quan sat né mot lat. Thire su ching giéng minh tuong turong chit nao. Toi twong
tuong ra mot van phong bén thiu cudi mot con hém, chi co m(:)t béng dén du dua noi cira so, tham chi con co ca o Qan ban trén c‘fra ra Vép. Nhgng giéy
la mOt toa nha sach s€ it tang dwoc voi nhirng tam rém che ki€u Venice, bén ngoai c6 mdt khoang c6 nho véi taim bien dé XIN DPUNG VUTRAC O
DAY.

Um Cac tham tir tur ddu can phai gai goc lam, nhi? Téi nhét tap ban dd vao i, tién dén 16i vao va day mo canh cira kinh. Mot phuy ni mt tring béch,
toc nhudm tim tia hong dang ngdi ¢ ban. C6 ta ngude Ién khoi cudn sach bia mém dang doc va ti chot thiy nhoi Ién cam giac nhuc nha. Han ¢ ta da
nhin thiy nhitng ngudi nhur t6i sudt.

“T6i dén ddy dé gap Dave Sharpness,” toi ndi, ¢6 ging vénh nit lén.

“Tét nhién roi, thua ¢6.” Anh mit c6 ta thd o ha dan xubng c4i bung bau ctia t6i. “Mdi ngdi.”

Toi ngdi xubng mdt chiée ghé xGp mau ndu va Ay mot to Reader’s Digest trén ban ca phé. Mot lit sau, cira mo va t0i trong théy mdt nguoi dan ong 6
cudi d§ nam muroi hoic thim chi la ngoai sau muroi dang tién lai phia minh. Bung 6ng ta phé, mat xanh da troj, toc trang x6a dyng nguoc khoi da dau
ramrang, cam vira Xi vira che.

“T6i |a Dave Sharpness,” ong ta noi bang giong kho khé ctia ngudi hit thude, siét chit tay toi khi bat. “Moi vao trong, mdi vao trong

Toi di theo 6ng ta vao mdt vin phong nho treo rémkiéu Venice va ban gb gu. C6 mot gia sach diy nhimg cudn trong c6 vé 1 sach luat, va mot loat hop
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dung hd so ¢6 dan nhan tén. Toi nhin thay mdt cai dé “Brandon’” dang mo ra trén ban, va dot ngdt canh gidc. Cai nguoi ta van goi | bao mét k thé nay
u? Nh& Luke dén West Ruislip hop hanh cong chuyén, budc qua cira sO ndy va trong thay thi sao?

“Vdy, c¢6 Brandon,” Dave Sharpness c6 nhét minh vao céi ghé sau ban gd gu va khan khan n6i vi o1, “trude hét cho phep 161 tur gi6i thicu da. Toi da co
ba muroi ném kinh nghiém trong nganh buén ban 6 t6 trude khi tr¢ thanh tham tr tur. Chinh 61 ciing timg tréi qua vo s6 kinh nghiém dau thuong, nén gio
hiéu rat rd bi kich ma ¢6 dang phai chiu dung.” Ong ra ruén nguoi vé phia trrde, cam rung ban bat. “Xin hdy yén tam, 61 chac chan mot trdm nim muroi
phén traimrang s€ di€u tra ra két qua cho ¢d.”

“Vang. Hay qué.” Toi nudt khan. “Um.. t6i dang ban khoan, ng c6 thé dimg dé hd so cuia t6i chinh inh ra thé kia khong? A ciing c6 thé trong thiy no!”

“Pay chi a d6 gia thoi, co Brandon,” Dave Sharpness ndi, chi tay vé phia cai gia. “C6 dimg lo. H6 so ctia ¢6 udn duge cét giir bi mét an toan trong co
s0 luu trit thong tin than chu duge bao mat clia chung t61.”

“A 161 hiéu rc‘>i,” 61 noi, cam thy an tim hon mot chit. Cum tir “co s& hru trit thong tin than chi duge bao mét’ nghe kha hay Nhu Imt hé thong ngdm
dudi long dat voi cac khoa ding mit mé va tia laze hdng ngoai chiu chiu dan qua nhau. “Thé.... chinh x4c thi cai co s& Ay gdm nhitng gi?””

“MOot cabin chira tai liéu déng sau vin phong.” Ong ta ding khin tay lau bo mit hd hoi. “Deém nao cling duge Wendy, quan ly van phong khoa ky. Gio,
vao viée thdi.” Ong ta kéo mdt tap gidy khd 1on vé phia minh. “Ta bét dau tir dau nhé. C5 lo Fing vi chong minh. C6 nghil anh ta dang lra ddi ¢o.”

T6i chot khét khao duoc gao én “Khong! Luke s& khong bao gio lira di t61”, dimg dy rdi bo chay.
Nhung nhur thé chic & khién muc dich ciia viée dén déy tan tanh.
“T6i... toi ciing khong biét nita,” t6i bat minh n6i. “C6 1 thé. Ching toi ]ay nhau da dugc mbt nam va moi chuyén c6 ve rat tuyét. Nhung roi xuat hién...

mot phy nit. Venetia Carter. Ngay xua ho tirmg yéu nhau, va gio' c6 ta dén London. Chdng t6i rét hay gip g& c0 ta, anh trd nén xa cach va hay ndi cau
V61 01, da thé ho con nhin tin cho nhau bang mit mi, dém qua anh 4 ay con...” Toi bo do cau ndi, thd ning nhoc. “Du sao di nita, t6i chi muon xem thyre

su dang c6 chuyén gi.”

“Tét nhién i ¢6 mubn véy rdi,” Dave Sharpness vira nguéch ngoac viét vira ndi. “Sao c6 lai phéi chiu dung canh mo hd va dau don nay thém nita co
chua?”

“Chinh xac.” Toi gat dAu.

“C6 mudn d4p an. Ban ning ctia ¢ mach bao ¢6 gi d6 khong on dang dién ra, nhung c6 khong thé dich than nhing tay vao.”
“Ding thé!” Trdi a, 6ng dy di gudc trong bung tOi.

“Tét c4 nhimg gi 6 mudn | mot bang chimg bang anh ctia d6i gian phu dam phu nay.”

“Toi... &...” Toi ngdp ngimg. Toi van chura thire sy nghif dén mot bang chimg bang anh. T6i m6i chi nghi dén viée ¢6 duoc cau tra oi B “c6” hay “khong”
thoi.

“Hozc video.” Dave Sharpness ngang Ién. “Chiing t6i c6 thé ghi moi bang chimg ra DVD cho ¢o.

“DVD?” t6i lap lai, choang vang, C6 I& minh van chura nghi thong sudt k& hoach nay. Minh dang sép sira thué ai d6 theo ddi Luke voi mdt méy quay
video u? Nhd anh phat hién ra thi sao?

“Chéng & 6ng khong thé néi cho t6i biét 1 anh Ay c6 ngoai tinh hay khong sa0?” toi goi y. “Ma khong can quay phim chyp anh gi ca?”
Dave Sharpness nhudng may. “C6 Brandon, tin t6i di, khi ching t6i phoi bay cac bang chimg, ¢6 s& mudn tan nit chimg kién.
“Y 6ng l... néu 6ng tim dugc bang chimg, C6 thé t6i da hiéu Jim hoan toan! C6 thé moi chuyén déu hoan hao...” Toi ngung bt khi thy nét niit ong ta.

“Quy tic d4u tién trong cac vu didu tra lién quan dén hon nhan,” dng n6i véi mdt nu cudi budn ba. “Phu nit rat hiém khi im. Truc giac nir giéi, ¢o biét
day.”

Tay ndy ding | mdt chuyén gia. Ong ta biét hét.

“Thé 6ng nghi...” t6i liém d6i mbi chot trd nén khd cong ctia minh. “Ong c6 thue sw nghi...”

“To1 khong nghi,” Dave Sharpness ndi, tay hoi vung 1én khoa trurong. “Ma t6i kham pha. Liu anh ta dang ling nhéng v6i chi mot ¢ nay, hay hai, hay ca
day gai g, t6i va cac ddc vu clia t6i s€ timra va cung cap cho c6 bat cir bang chitng nao 6 can.”

““Anh &y khong laing nhéing voi ca mdt ddy gii ga!” toi kinh hoang n6i. “Toi biét k khong! Chi c6 mdt c6 cu thé nay thdi, Venetia Carter...” Toi ngung lai
khi Dave Sharpness nhac mot ngon tay Ién thé hién khong tan thanh.

“Chuyén d6 dé tim hiéu da, dung khong? Gio thi, t61 c;:in ¢6 cung cap thong tin cho t6i cang nhiéu cang t6t. TAt ca cac phy nit anh ta b@é’t - cabancua
anh ta va ban c6. Tat ca nhitng noi anh ta hay lui tdi, tat ca céc théi quen. Toi nuon lam that thau dao, c6 Brandon a. T6i s& lap mdt ho so chi tiet vé



cudc song cuia chong cd, cong thém thong tin nén vé bat ctr ngurdi phu nit hodc ngurdi ndo cd vé ¢d lién quan khac. Peén cudi cudc dicu tra cua toi, s&
khong con gi la ¢6 khong biet.”

“Nghe ndy.” Toi b giit kién nhén. “Toi da biét moi thir vé Luke rdi. Con mdi viée nhé xiu ndy thoi. Anh &y B chng toi”

“Gia m mbi lan ba vo ndo ndi nhur vay véi 161, t6i lai dwroe mot bang nhi.” Dave Sharpness cudi khimg khuc. “Co cung cAp céc chi tiét. Ching toi s&
hoan tat phan con lai.”

Ong ta chia ra mot tip gidy tring. Toi nhdn Ky, It gié xem cac cam thiy khong thoai mai.

“T6i ¢6 can... dua cho 6ng tim anh ndo khong?”

“Ching t6i s& lo vu d6. C6 chi can cho ching t6i biét thong tin v& dam phu nit d6. Birmg bo sot ai. Ban be... dong nghiép... ¢ c6 chi em gai khong?”’
“A... co,” t6i n6i, bt ngd. “Nhung anh dy s& khong bao gio... y t6i i, it nhét trong vong mdt triéu ndm nira...”

Dave Sharpness cham chap lic dAu mot cach dﬁy thich tha.

“Co s€ ngac nhién cho ma xem, ¢d Brandon a. Theo kinh nghiém cua t6i, néu ho da c6 mot bi mat nho tire 1a ho phai c6 ca mdt kho bi mat.” Ong ta dua
t1 cai but. “Nhung c6 ding lo. Chiing t6i s€ cho ¢d bict som.”

Toi biét chit “Venetia Carter” & dau trang gidy - 10i dimg lai.
Minh dang lim gi thé nay?

“Toi khong thé im dugc.” Toi budng cy bt xubng “Toi xin 16i. Chuyén nay thit ky quiic. Tht khong phai. Theo ddi chinh chong ctia minh!” Toi day
cai ghe dang ngoi ra diing ddy. “LE ra t6i khong nén dén day. L& ra ngay ca viéc ¢b méit & day t6i cling khong nén!”

“Cd khong can phai quyet dinh ngay hom nay,” Dave Sharpness ndi, vdi tay lay g6i keo bo cimg, than nhién. ‘Tat ca nhirng gi ti s& n6i la trong so cac
than chu phéan tmg giong nhur ¢6, mOt nguoi tdt, chin muoi phan trdm déu quay lai trong vong mit tuan. Ho van quyet dinh diéu tra, chi c6 diéu Imt thém
mot tudn thoi. Ma véi mot quy co & giai doan cudi nhur ¢6...” Ong ta huéng anh mét xudng c4i bung bau ctia t6i ddy an y. “Um, duoc thoi, t6i s& ¢b tién
hanh nhanh.”

“Oi.” Mot cach chdm chap, t6i budng minh xudng lai ghé. “Toi vin chua nghii theo cach do.”

“Va chiing t6i khong ding tir ‘theo dor’,” ong ndi thém, cai miii d6 au nhan lai. “Khong ai nghi minh dang theo doi mdt nguoi thin yéu. Chiing t6i thich
cumtr ‘quan sat tir xa’ hon.”

“Quan sat tr xa.” Cumndy nghe kha hon that.

Toéi nghich hon da sinh né ctia minh, du oc cudng quay. C6 I ong ta ndi ding. Néu gio minh bo di, ding ndo mdt tudn nira minh ciing tré lai. C6 1§ minh
nén ky ngay 1ap tirc vao cai dong cham chamkia.

“Nhung nh chong t6i thiy dng thi sao?”” t0i ngéng Ién. “Nh anh Ay hoan toan vo i va phat hién ra toi da thué tham tir thi sao? Anh 4y s& khong bao
gio tin toi nita...”

“Pé t6i dam bao vai cd thé nay.” Dave Sharpness dua mit tay lén. “Tht ca cac ddc vu cta t6i déu hoat dong hét stre bi mat va than trong. Néu Chf")ng cd
Vo 01, trong truong hop do, chang c6 hai gi. Néu anh ta ¢6 01, trong trurong hop d6 c6 s€ ¢6 bang chitng can thiét d€ ra quyet dinh hanh dong tiép theo.
Hoan toan thanh that ma noi, ¢6 Brandon a, dang nao cling ¢6 lgi ca.”

“Tirc 1a anh Ay s& khong ¢ cch nao phat hién ra chir gi?” t6i ndi, chi dé yén tAm mot trdm phin tram.

“Thdindao.” Dave Sharpness lai cuoi khtng khuc. “C6 Brandon oi, t6i la mdt chuyén gia.”

That tinh t6i chura timg nhén ra thué mot tham tir tur lai 1 viée kho khin dén vay. Phai mét bén muroi phiit t6i moi viét ra hét moi théng tin Dave
Sharpness muon. Mai lan t6i c6 giai thich rang minh chi quan tdm xem Luke c6 di gap Venetia khong, 6ng ta lai gio ban tay lén va bao, “Tin t6i di, ¢
Brandon, khi nao ching t6i timra cai gi d6, c6 s€ quan tAm hon ngay thoi”

“Xong rdi ddy,” cudi cling t6i ndi, dira tap gidy cho ong ta. “Toi khong nghi ra thém ai nira.”

“Tuyét.” Dave Sharpniess nhn tp gidy va do do ngon tay theo timg céi tén. “Ching toi s tién hanh diéu tra nhimg nguoi ndy. Trong lic d6, ching toi s&
dat chong c6 dudi tinh trang ma chiing t6i goi a giam sat cap do thap.”

“U.” 61 noi. “Cai do a sao?”

“Mot diic vu gidi ctia t6i s& bam theo chong c0 trong giai doan dAu, tam hai tudn, sau d6 ching ta nén gip nhau lan nira. Moi thong tin thu durgc trong
giai doan nay s€ dugc dich than t6i cho ¢6 biet. Toi s€ yéu cau tién dt coc...”



“Oi,” t6i ndi, quo tay tim tii. “TAt nhién 161,

“Va vi ¢6 I khach hang moi...” Ong ta luc ngin kéo va 16i ra mdt to budm nhd, “cd s& duoc hudng khuyén mai dic biét.”

Khuyén mai diic biét? Ong ta thit tinh nghf t6i quan tam dén thir khuyén mai diic biét ngu xuAn ndo d6 sao? Cude hon nhén ciia t6i dang bi de doa co
md. Trén thire t&, 161 cam théy hoi bi xtic pham khi ng ta lai di nhéic dén didu do.

“Chi c6 gi tri trong homnay,” Dave Sharpness tiép tuc, dua 01 t& buom. “Mua mdt s€ duoc giam gia mdt nira cho san pham thir hai. Py 1 co hoi doc
nhat vo nhi danh cho khach hang méi. B4 16 mdt mon hoi the ndy thi tiec lam day.”

Im king. Bét chp Iy tri, t6i cam thiy mot gon song quan tAm rat nho, rt khé.
“Y ong i sa0?” t6i nhin vai hrdng Iy “Tire I s& duoc giam gid mdt nira khi mua tham tir thir hai?”

“Co that hay dua!” Dave Sharpness phat ho phat hen vi cuoi ‘Khong phai thé, tirc 1 co yéu cau mdt cude didu tra thir hai thi s& dwoc giam gia mdt nira.
C6 d& phai quay lai day, ¢6 thiy ddy. Goi tron moi yéu cau diéu tra ctia ¢6 chi trong mot lan di lai.”

“Nhung t6i chéng c6 nhu cau diéu tra ndo khac ca.”

“Cb ¢6 chic khong?” Ongta nhuéng miy. “Suy nghi’k§ vao c6 Brandon a. Chéng 18 khong c6 bi n nho nhd ndo ma co muon lamd sao? Khong c6
mot ai d6 bi mit tich ma ¢6 mudn chiing t6i tim ra d4u sao? Khuyén mai nay chi c6 gia tri trong ngay hom nay. C6 s& hdi tiéc néu bo 15 ddy.” Ong ta dua
cho t6i t buém. “Cd s& thay danh sach cac dich vu ddy dit dugcéu ra & day...”

T6i md miéng dinh bao dng ta 1 toi khong quan tm - nhung rdi lai ngam lai.

C6 1& minh ciing nén can nhéic chuyén ny mot chit. Y t6i 1, dy k& mdt vu kha hoi. Va c6 khi c6 gi d6 ma t0i mubn tim ra thét. Mt t0i k6t qua céc tiéu
de in trén to' budm Minh ¢6 the tim ra dau mdt ngudi ban ctng hoc ¢ii... hay do theo mdt phuong tién giao thong thong qua vé tinh UPS... hodc c6 the
don gian 1a kham pha thém vé mdt ngurdi ban hay hang x6m...

Oi troi oi. Toi nghii ra rdi!

vy

Toi khong chiic Dave ¢6 thuc sy hiéu hét cai vu long may 1ong miéc khong, Nhung t6i giai thich dAy dii nhét ¢ thé, v& ra cho 6ng ta mdt birc tranh va
cudi cting dng ta ciing trd nén kha himg thi. Ong ta n6i néu ong ta khongthe timra Jasmine lam 1ong may ¢ dau va thé ndo thi ong ta s& khong phai
Neudi Ban hang ciia Ving Nam 1989 (ving Tay Nam). T6i khong biét diéu do thi ién quan gi dén nghé tham tir tur - nhung thoi ké. Ong ta nhin vu nay.
C4 hai vu.

Thé 13 xong. Van dé I, gior t6i thiy t6i 16i kinh khing.

Cang vé dén gin nha t6i cang cam thiy t6i 16i - cho dén khi t6i khong thé chiu dung dugc nita. Toi voi vao cira hang cubi dudng nha t6i mua cho Luke
modt bé hoa va mdt it s6 ¢6 la, phiit chdt con tong thém vao gid hang mdt chai whisky mini nita.

Xe ctia anh dang dau trong khu dé xe ctia ching 161, tire la anh phai ¢ nha r6i. Khi di thang méy Ién t6i bt dau nghi cho thong chuyén ctia minh. K&
hoach ctia t6i s& 1a: Chi bao 1a minh di lam ca budi chidu.

Khong Biét dau trude ddy vi Iy do ndo d6 anh da goi dén do rdi phat hién ra t6i nghi ca chiéu nay thi sao.
Toi s& n6i I t6i di shopping. Noi ndo ddy khong gin West Ruislip.

Nhung nhé ai ddy nhin thiy t6i & West Ruislip thi a0? Nhd mt trong s nhan vién ctia Luke song & West Ruislip, ¢ ta dang im viéc tai nha, va goi dién
cho Luke bao, “Biét sao khong, em vira trong thay vo sep day!”

Thoi, t6i danh & West Ruislip vay. Toi dén d6 vi... mdt Iy do khac. Bén gip mot nha thdi mién sinh nd. Phai. Qua siéu.

Lic ndy toi da tién dén cira trude, va khi mo khoa, tim t6i dap 4m am vi cing thing

“Chao em” Luke xuét hién trong sanh, trong tay i mot b6 hoa, va t6i chim chip nhin anh, khong roi mit. Ca hai ching t6i déu c6 hoa sao?
Oi trdi 0. Anh biét rdi.

Khong, ding ngdc thé. Anh biét im sao duoc? Va sao chuyén anh biét lai khién anh mua hoa chir?

Luke ciing c6 vé bdi rdi. “Cai ndy 1 danh cho em,” anh néi sau mdt ic im king.

“Vang,” t6i n6i, giong thit lai. “Um.. con day i cta anh.”

Mt cach ngrong nghiu ching ti d6i hoa cho nhau, t6i dua thém cho anh s6 ¢6 la va chai whisky mini.

“Minh vio kia di...”” Anh gat dAu vé phia bép va ti theo anh vao chd chiing toi ké mdt cai sofa va mdt cai ban thap. Anh néing budi chiéu mudn dang gay



git chiéu qua ctra s6, c6 cam giac gan nhrr mia he.

Luke budng minh xudng ghé sofa bén t6i va immot ngum tir chai bia trén ban. “Becky, anh chi mudn noi  anh xin 16i.” Anh bop bop trén, nhr thé dang
sap x¢p lai y nghi ctia minh. “Anh biét vai ngay qua anh c6 vé xa cach. That la mdt giai doan ky la. Nhung,.. anh nghi da c6 thé xoay xd viit bo thir khicn
minh khé chiu rdi.”

Cubi cling anh cling ngng Ién, va t6i cm thiyy mdt mdi dong cam ao t6i. Anh dang n6i bong noi gié! Khong thé rd hon duoc nira. Thir khién minh khé
chiu. La ¢ ta. Venetia dén voi anh - va anh da tir chdi ¢ ta. D9 1a diéu anh dang c6 ndi véi téi! Anh da da dit o ta

Con t6i thi & ddy, di thué tham tir tw, nhur thé t6i khong tin anh. Nhu thé t6i khong yéu anh.

“Luke, em ciing xin 16i!”” t6i néi trong sur hdi han dat dao. “Em thue sy xin 1bi.”

“Vi cai gi?”’ trong Luke cd vé ngac nhién.

“Vi.. er...” Plmg c6 nmi phun hét ra, Becky. “Vi... Jan trudc em da quén khudy khong goi mang tap pham t6i. Em udn thay 4y ndy vi chuyén nay.”
“Lai day nao.” Luke cuoi va kéo toi lai gan hon mdt cai. Trong mdt lat ching toi clr ngdi i nhur thé, anh mt troi 4m ap trén mét ching t6i. Bén trong toi
dira nho dang dap rat dit, va ca hai ching toi cling nhin véy t6i chuyén dong theo nhip diéu dy. Ping I khé ky la, y nhur Suze néi. Nhung ciing thit phén
khich.

“Thé,” Luke néi, dat mdt tay Ién bung t61, “khi ndo em dinh di xem xe n6i?”’

“Sém thoil” t6i choang tay qua 6m anh that chit trong cam gidc nhe nhdm. Luke yéu t6i. Ching toi lai hanh phuic. Toi biét 1 s& thé ma.

To: Dave Sharpness

From: Rebecca Brandon

Subject: Luke Brandon

* % %

Ong Dave Sharpness than mén

Chi d¢ nhdc lai tin nhén t6i d€ lai trén hop thr thoai dién thoai ctia dng, 10i mudn dng HUY BO cude diéu tra Ichong toi. Nhac lai: HUY BO NGAY.
Cuoi cting thi anh ay khong hé ngoai tinh.

Toi s€ lién lac lai voi 6ng sdGm vé viée lién quan t6i khoan tién dat coc t6i da tra cho ong.
Gri t61 6ng 1i chiic t6t dep nhat
Rebecca Brandon

KHOA NGHIEN CUU HY-LA
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Ba R. Brandon

37 Maida Vale Mansions

Maida Vale

London NW6 OYF

Ngay 11 thang Muoi mit nam 2003

Toi rét vui giri kém theo ddy ban dich cuia céc tin nhin tiéng Latin ma ba da giri cho ching ti va hy vong rang ching ¢ thé khién ba yén tam. Tat ca déu
hoan toan vo hai. Vi dy, “sum suci plena” nghia 13 “t6i dang tran day strc song” chir khdng phai céi nghia ma ba dya trén hinh dang chir rdi gan cho nd.

Toi ciing cho riang ¢6 I& ba da qua lo king trude cac cum nhur “licitum dic”, “fac me”, va “sex”, tir ndy trong tiéng Latin nghia 1 “sau

Néu ti c6 thé gitip ba thém gi nira, xin ding ngan ngai cho t6i biét. Co 18 mdt vai bai tiéng Latin ching?



Giri t6i ba nhitng 1i chiic t6t dep nhat

Tréan trong

Ednund Fortescue

Gido su Nganh nghién ctru Hy-Lap

Ban dang doc truyén Tin D6 Shopping Cé Baby duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chwong 13

Ca thé i mang mot dién mao khéc hin khi chong ban khong ngoai tinh.

Dot nhién mdt cude dién thoai chi con B mdt cude dién thoai. Mot tin nhén chi con 1 mdt tin nhén. Mot dém vé& nha mudn chéng conlalydo dé cai
nhau. Tham chi “Fac me” héa ra lai khdng ¢ nghia 1a... nhu t6i tudng,

Toi chi con biét ndi on troi minh da hity vy thém i tu. Toi con dét sach gidy & va héa don dé Luke khong thé timra. (Sau d6 nhanh chong bia ra mot
cau chuyén vé chay may uon xoan tdc khi chuong bao khéiréo ami)

Méy hom nay Luke thodi méi hon nhidu, va anh thm chi con khong nhic dén c0 ta hai tuan lién. Trir mot lan ai dy moi anh t6i dy tiéc hoi truong
Canrbridge va anh vo tinh ndi, “U, Ven da ndi véi t6i roi.” D6 1a mdt tiéc khiéu vil yéu cau dn mic trang trong t6 chirc ¢ Guildhall London, va ti quyét
dinh trong phai tuyét voi duyén dang nhat c6 thé, nhur Catherline Zeta Jones di dy Oscar vay. Hom qua t0i da mua mot chiéc ddm lya siéu dep, b6 sat va
oi cam méu xanh murdc bién sim, va gior lai nghi minh can vai doi cao gt hop bd. (Va chi con nure chét nghen vi ghen tic.)

Thé 12 moi thir déu dién ra that sudn sé. Tudn sau chiing t6i s& trao déi hop déng nha, va dém qua ching t6i da néi vé chuyén t6 chire mot bita tiéc tan
gia/Giang sinh hoanh trang, han s€ sanh diéu lam! Va mot tin tuyét voi nita la hom nay Danny s€ dén! Sang nay anh bay va s€ dén thang ctra hang gap
moi nguodi dé thong bao chuyén hop tac vai The Look. Sau do t6i va anh dinh s€ &n trura cting nhau, chi hai ching toi.

T6i mong dén Iic d6 qua di mét.

Khi t6i dén The Look Iic chin gios ba muroi, cd cura hang da xon xao phén khich. Mot khu don tiép da dugc dung len ngay & tAng mdt, véi mbt ban toan
ly champagne va mjt man hinh I6n dang chicu canh show thoi trang moi nhat ctia Damny. Vai nha bao da dén chd hop bao, va ca b phan PR dang chay
lang xang, mat sang ruc, phan phat tai liéu danh cho béo chi.

“Rebecca.” Eric tién vé phia toi trude khi toi kip c6i 4o khoac ra. “Chi mot cu thdi, xin 6 ddy. Chuyén thiét ké dén dau rdi?”

Day chi i mot tryc tréic bé xiu xiu. Danny noi s& cho ching t0i xem céc thit ké dyr tinh tir tun trude. Nhung gior vin chura thiy dau. Mdy hom trude toi
da n6i chuyén vo1 anh, va anh n6i sap c6 164, chi can chat cam himg cuoi ctng nira thoi. Tirc 14 hiu sao cling dugc. Ciing ¢6 thé anh tham chi con chura
nhuing tay vao. Nhung khdng ¢ nghia 1a t61 dinh d€ cho Eric biét dicu nay.

“Pang trong giai doan cudi clng di,” t6i n6i himg hon nhét c6 thé.

“Co da thiy gi chua?”

“Tét nhién!” Téi lam d4u cAu may mén déng sau kung minh.

“Thé né thé ndo?” Long may anh nhiu lai. “La 4o 42 Hay | vay? Cai gi moi duoc chi?”

“La... mt bude dot pha.” Toi khua tay mo hd. “Kiéu nhur... Thé ndo anh ciing muén xem. Khi ndo xong,”

Trong Eric ching ¢6 vé gi la bi thuyét phuc

“Cai 6ng ban Kovitz d6 ctia co lai vira dua ra thém mdt yéu sach nita,” anh ta n6i. “Hai vé di Euro Disney.” Anh ta rom t6i hiém 4c. “Sao anh ta lai doi
di Euro Disney?”

T6i khong thé ngiin minh ria thim Danny. Sao anh ta khong thé tir mua vé di Euro Disney co chir?
“Dé tim ngudn cam himg!”” cudi cing t6i ciing nghi ra. “C6 1§ anh 4y dinh thiét ké gi d6 mang tinh chim biém mot chit véi... van héa hién dai.”

Trong Eric ching miy 4n trong
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“Rebecca, ké hoach ndy ciia ¢6 dang ngdn nhidu thoi gian va tién bac hon i dyr tinh,” anh ta n6i ning né. “Tén hét khoan & ra nén danh cho chién hroc
marketing binh thurong khac. Tot hon 1a né nén c¢6 hiéu qua.”

“Sé ma! Toi hira 1a s€ hiéu qua!”

“Thé nho khong?”

Toi cam thiy buc minh kinh khing, Sao anh ta ctr phéi tiéu cuc nhur thé? “Thi... t6i xin thoi viée!” ti khoa tay ndi. “Pugc chura? Vira long chua?”
“T6i s& nhé 101 ¢ ndi, Rebecca,” Eric ndi voi anh mit dang ngai.

“Cir vAy dil” t6i tur tin n6i, va nhin thing lai cho dén khi anh ta bo di.

Chét tiét. Minh vira d& nghi thoi viéc. Thé quéi nao ma minh lai lim thé? Toi dang bén khoéin xem ¢6 nén chay theo Fric va néi Ha ha, t6i chi dta dy ma!
Thi dién thoai t61 bat dau reo. Toi mo ra.

“Alo?”

“Chao Becky. Buffy day.”

T6i nén mdt tiéng thd dai. Buffy tro 1y ctia Danny va ti ndo ¢6 ta ciing goi dé kiém tra méy tiéu tiét vo van nay no.
“Chao Buffy!” ti ndin ra mdt giong vui tuoi. “Toi ¢6 thé laim duoc gi cho co day?”

“T6i chi mubn kiém tra xem phong khach san cho ng Kovitz da dat nhu yéu cau ciia 6ng dy chira? 26,7 d6 C, ti vi bat sin kénh MTV, mot hop Dr
Pepper bén girong ngii?”’

“ROL. Toi da dat tht ca nhitng thir d6.” Toi bt chot nhan ra mot didu. “Buffy, & New York gids b miy i roi?”
“Bdn gidy sang,” ¢6 ta vui vé n6i va toi chidm chiip nhin c4i dién thoai, stmg sét.

“Co thirc déy lic bdn gior sang chi dé xem phong khach san ctia Danny ¢6 Dr Pepper chua 4y ha?”

“OK ma!” Giong ¢6 ta hoan toan tuoi tinh. “Tét ca chi A mdt phan ciia viée hoat dong trong nganh thoi trang!”
“Anh 4y dén roi!” mot tiéng thét vong lai tir cira. “Danny Kovitz da dén!”

“Bufly, t6i phai di day,” ti n6i voi va va déng phip may lai. Khi tién ra cira ti thodng théty mot chiée limo trén con phd bén ngoai, va théy gai nguoi vi
phan khich. Danny d3 tré nén tuyét voi lam sao!

Rdi cira bat md - va anh & d6! Anh vAn tong teo nhur xura, mic quﬁn jeans cii voi 4o jacket den siéu sanh di¢u voi mot tay 4o may bﬁng vai boc dém
Anh c6 vé mét, mai toc xoan roi boi, nhung d6i mit xanh da troi ctia anh sang ruc khi anh thay t6i, va anh chay tién vé phia truée.

“Becky! Oi trdi oi, xem c4u nay.”” Anh 6m t6i thit ndng nhiét. “Trong cau tuyét qua di mét!”
“Trong cau thi c6!” t6i dap. “Ngai Noi tiéng!”
“Thoi ndo. TG dau c ndi tiéng...” Danny danh hai ¢b ging tur khiém minh. “Um... OK. Dung, t6 ndi tiéng, Dién nhi?”

T6i khong thé nhin bt cudi. “Con kia i nguoi di clng cu 4?7 Toi hét du vé phia ¢6 gai deo headset vira budc qua cira ciing mdt tay dau troc by con
trong nhu mot mat vu dién hinh,

“Kia 1a trg ly cua t6, Carla.”

“T6 tudng Bufly moi [ tro Iy ctia cau chi?”

“Trg ly thir hai,”” Danny giai thich. “Con kia 14 Stan, v€ si cta tg.”

“Cu can ca vé sTsa0?” t6i kinh ngac néi. Tham chi t6i con khong nhén ra i Danny da trd nén ni tiéng dén mirc 4y.

“A thi, t6 khong thue sy cAn anh ta,” Danny thira nhan. “Nhung t6 nghii nhur thé s& sanh diéu. Ma ndy, ciu da bao ho dé Dr Pepper trong phong t&
chua?”

“Ba lon r0i.” Toi thiy Eric tién lai nén lin nhanh chéng dan Danny sang phia ban champagne. “Thé... mAu thiét ké dén dau roi?” t6i n6i vé tur nhién. “Chi
13, t& dang chiu chit 4p luc tir sép...”

Mot vé tur vé quen thude xuét hién bao trim guong it Danny. “Té dang kim do, duge chwa?”” anh néi. “Bgi clia t6 ¢6 vai y tudng nhung t& khong thiy



hai long im. Té can phai ¢im minh trong cam giéc vé cira hang nay... nhip dép ctia London... ¢6 I& can thém cam himg tir cac thanh phd chiu Au
khac...”

Céc thanh phd chau Au khac?

“U. Thé... cau nghi s& mét bao Au? Khoang khoang?”

“Cho phep t6i tir gi6i thiéu,” Eric chen ngang, cudi ciing ciing bat kip ching toi. “Eric Wilmot. Giam ddc Marketing & ctra hang The Look nay. Chao
mimng toi nude Anh.”” Anh ta bat tay Danny véi mdt nu cuoi nham hiém “Chiing t6i rat vui duge cong tac voi mot nha thiét ke tré tai nang nhu anh trong
mot dy an thoi trang thi vi nhurong ndy.”

Céu ndy timg tir mdt déu y chang trong thong c4o béo chi. Toi biét, vi toi da viét nd.

“Danny vira bao toi 1 anh 4y da sap o thiét ké cudi cing rdil” t61 néi véi Eric, cu troi Danny dimng c6 dinh chinh gi. “Nhur thé khong phan khoi sao?
Du van chura ¢6 lich trinh cu thé...”

“Anh Kovitz?” Mot ¢d gai churng hai muroi tuéi, di bt xanh 14 cy va mic mdt chiéc 4o rat ky la lam bang céi gi do trong nhur gidy bong kinh boc thirc
an dé cho vao t lanh, dang nguong nghiu tién lai. ‘Emden tir t& Fashion Student Gazette. Em 12 fan by ciia anh. Tt ca bon ban cing khoa voi em &
trudng Central Saint Martin ciing thé. Em hoi vai cau vé cam himg ctia anh dugc khong a?”

Ha. Thy chira? T6i bén cho Eric mdt cai nhin diic thing, anh ta trimg it nhin lai.

Thét phan khich khi dwoc 3 mdt phin ctia mot I8 ra niit cac thiét ké thoi trang Ion & mdt cira hang Ion! Ngay ca khi né chi la mbt cira hang é 4m, ving
hoe.

Ai cling phit biéu, ke ca t6i. Brianna tuyén bo khai mac va cam on tat ca cée nha bao vi da c6 mit. Eric lai n6i k chiing t6i phén khoi duoc lam vige voi
Danny ra sao. Toi giai thich 14 minh quen biét Danny tir lin d4u tién anh cung cap hang cho Barneys (t6i khong nhac den chuyén tat ca dong 4o phong
cta anh déu hong bét va toi suyt bi dudi viéc). Danny thi n6i anh hdi hop ra sao khi dugc lamnha thiét ké thurdng trd tai The Look, va anh chéic chéin thé
ndo ring trong vong sau thang nita thoi noi dy s& tré thanh dia diém mua sdm dang dén duy nhit & London.

Pén It cudi, moi ngudi déu trong tim trang han hoan. Tét ca trir Eric.

“Nha thiét ké thuong trii?” anh ta n6i ngay khi tém dugc t6i dimg mot minh. “Nghia  sao, ‘nhé thiét ké thuong tri? Anh ta nghif | ching ta s& cung
phung anh ta ca ndm khon kiép nay sao?”

“Khong!” t6i n6i. “Tat nhién la khong rdil”

Cubi cting, sau khidng can champagne, dam nha bao thoi trang tan vé hét. Brianna va Eric mit hit vao van phong va t6i bi bo lai mjt minh ciing Danny.
Ping hon 1a Danny cting nguoi ctia anh.

“Thé, minh di &n trua di?” t6i goi y.

“Chéc chan roil” Danny ni, va liéc Carla mt c4i, co ndy ngay lp tirc ndi vio bd headset. “Travis 42 Travis, Carla ddy. Anh mang xe dén day nhé?”
Tuyét! Ching t6i sap di bang xe limo!

“O goc phd c6 mdt quan khé dep...” t6i n6i, nhung Carla ngit 10i t6i.

“Buffy da diit ban & ba nha hang duoc Zagat gioi thiéu. Nhat, Phap, caithrbala Y...”

“Thé con Mardc thi sa0?”” Danny n6i, khi tai xé mo cira xe.

“Toi s& goi Buffy ngay,” Carla n6i ma khong chép miit. C6 bdm s6 goi nhanh khi tht cé ching t6i da vao trong xe. “Buffy, Carla day. C6 ¢6 thé hoan
may ban da d3t va tim mdt nha hang Mardc ndo day dé an trira khong? La Maroc,” ¢ nhic lai, phat Am 10 rang, “O phia Tay London 4? Cam on ban
yeu.”

“T6i tir dung thich mdt cdc latte,” Danny chot n6i. “Mocha latte.”

Khong 16 mbt nhip, Carla lai n6i véi céi dién thoai. “A 16 Travis ha, Carla day,” c6 ndi. “Ching ta dirng mdt chit & quén Starbucks duge chir. La
Starbucks.”

Ba muroi gidy sau, chiéc limo db xich bén mot quan Starbucks. Carla mo cira.
“Chi mot mocha latte thi a?”” ¢6 noi.
“Uh-huh,” Danny noi, viron vai biéng nhac.

“Anh mudn udng gl khong, Stan?”” Carla nhin tay vé si dang ln minh vao ghé, headphone iPod nhét trong tai.



“Ha?” Anh ta mo mit. “A phai, Starbucks. Cho t6i mdt cappuccino. Nhiéu bot nhé.”
Cira xe dong lai va t6i quay sang Danny, khong thé tin dugc. Anh ¢ ca dam ngudi chay nhur ¢ 16ng cong quanh minh subt ngiy thé ndy sao?
“Damny...”

“Uh-huh?”” Danny ngimg lat gi t& Cosmo Girl ngéng Ién. “Nay, cau c6 thdy lanh khong? T4 thiy lanh.” Anh bat dién thoai 1én va bim phim goi nhanh.
“Carla, xe hoi lanh qua. OK, cdmon.”

Thé diy.
“Danny, that 16 bich!” ti kéu Ién. “Chéng & cu khong thé tir ndi véi tai xé duoc sao? Cau khong thé tyr mua latte duge 42
Tréng Danny thue sw bdi rbi.

“Athi... t& c6 thé,” anh n6i. “Té doan thé.” Dién thoai ciia anh reo va anh bét én. “U, qué 4y. Oi, thé thi t¢ qua.” Anh Ry tay che dién thoai. “Buffy
khong thé tim dugc nha hang Mardc nao cho ching ta ddu. Nha hang Li bang thi sao?”

“Danny...” t6i cam thdy nhur minh dang & mot hanh tinh khéc. “Géan ngay ddy c6 mdt nha hang dep Kim mé.” Téi chi ra ngoai. “Minh khong thé dén d6
luon dugce sao? Chi hai bon minh théi, khong ai nira?”’

“Oi” Danny c6 vé dang dong ndo suy nghi vé y twong nay. “O... Chéc roi. Lamthé di”

Chiing t6i ra khoi xe vira kip lic Carla tién lai v6i khay ca phé Starbucks loai mua mang di.

“C6 gi khong 6n a?” C6 ta canh giac sim soi chiing toi.

“Chiing t6i s& di &n trwa,” t6i n6i. “Chi Danny va t6i thoi. O kia.” Toi chi nha hang, tén ki Annie’s

“U.” Carla gat dau lia fia, nh thé dang tiép nhan tinh hinh. “Tuyt! Toi s& dt chd cho hai nguoi...” Trude sy kinh ngac tt do cta toi co ta quay sb tit
mot in nita. “Chao Buffy, ¢6 ¢6 thé dat mot ban tai nha hang 6 tén B Annie’s khong, t6i d4nh van cho ¢b nhé...”

Buffy hién dang & New York. Ching t6i thi dang dimg cach nha hang d6 chimg ba mét. Thé nay thi c6 hop Iy khong co chir?
“Thanh that m ndi thi ching t6i 6n c4 ma, camon ¢d.” T6i n6i véi Carla. “Hen gip c6 sau!” Va t6i 16i Danny qua via hé vao nha hang,

Ching t0i phai ch mdt it mdi ¢6 ban. Nhung tdi ¢ chia bung bau ra hét ¢ va cir nhin vién quan Iy ma thor dai budn ba... thé 1 vai phit sau ching toi
da yén vi & mdt ban trong goc trdng, nhing banh mi vao dau 6 liu ngon tuyét. Thét nhe ca ngwoi. Suyt thi toi da phai nhan thua m goi dién cho Buffy.

‘O chd nay that tuyét qua,” Danny n6i, khi mdt nhan vién phuc vu ot rugu cho anh. “Ly nay Ia vi cau, Becky!”

“Ly ndy 1 vi cau!” t0i ay ly nude cia minh cung ly rou ciia anh. “Va cho ca nu thiét ké than ky mé cau danh cho The Look nira!” Téi bt minh phai
de mot khoang dung cho tu nhién. “The, cau s& cho t& biet liéu khoang khodng lic nao cdu co gi day cho bén t& xem chu?”

“Té ¢6 dinh lam thé khong 4 Danny 16 vé ngac nhién. “Nay, tuin t6i cAu mudn di Paris cling t6 khong? O d6 ¢6 canh dan dong tinh hay cuc ky..”
“Tuyét!” toi gat dau. “Van dé 13, Danny, bén t6 dang kiéu nhu L. dai loai ... cdn c6 gi d6 kha... ghp.”
“Gap 4?"Danny md to mt, trong nhur thé bi phan boi. “Y cau 1a sao, ‘gép’?”

“Oi cau biét ma! Thuc su i sém nhét trong kha ning ctia cau thoi. Bon t& dang cb ctru cira hang, nén cang sém thiic déy duoc gi d6 thi cang t6t...” Toi
bd dd cau ndi khi Danny trimg tr t6i trach moc.

“Té ¢6 thé “gip,” anh 161, phat am tir 46 mjt cach khinh bi. *“T6 ¢6 thé quang ra ca mg'y twong vo VAn trong vong nam phit. Hodc cling ¢6 thé lam thir
2 d6 c6 y nghia. Ma thé thi cn thoi gian. D6 14 qué trinh séng tao - xin 1i vi t& A mdt nghé si.”” Anh udng mdt ngum ruou rdi dit ly xudng,

Toi khong thé ndi ring t6i thiy mdt m& y trdng vé van trong vong nim phiit nghe that tuyét.

Hay 1 t6i n6i thé ciing duroc?

“Cé con duong trung dung nio khong nhi?” cudi cling t6i mao mudi. “Nhur kiéu... mdt s6 ¥ twong kha kha t6t trong vong.. mit tuan?”’

“M6t tuan?”” Danny trong con ¢6 vé bi xtic pham hon lic ny.

“Hay... gi ddy.” T6i xudng nurde. “Céu ki mdt ngudi sang tao; cdu biét minh s& lim viée t6t nhét theo cach ndo. Vay nhé! Gioy cau thich an gi?”

Chung t61 goi mi penne (t6i) va tom hiim (Danny), cdng thém xa Iat trimg chim ctit (Danny) va cocktail champagne (Danny).



“Thé, dao ndy cau thé ndo?” Danny hoi khi nhan vién phuc vu da rit di. “T6 véi chang Nathan ban trai thi ding 1 4c mdng toan tp. Té nghi anh 4y dang
hen ho voi nguroi khac.”

“T6 ciing thé,” t6i thii nhan.

“Gi c0?” Danny dnh roi ci db an vi kinh ngac. “Cau nghi Luke dang...”

“Ngoai tinh.” Toi gat dau.

“Cau diia ha?” Anh c6 vé soc that. “Nhung hai nguoi hoan hao thé co ma.”

“Gior thi 6n 101, t6i trén an anh. “T& biét ching c6 chuyén gi. Nhung suyt nita thi t& da thué tham tir t theo doi anh dy.”
“Thét 4.” Danny nhoai héin ngudi vé phia trude, it sang ruc. “Xong sao nita?”

“Té hiy vu do.”

“Jesus.” Danny nhai phan banh mi ctia anh, ¢4 tiép nhan hét ddng thong tin nay. “Thé sao cau lai nghi 14 anh ta dang lira di?”
“C6 mot co nay. C0 ta 1a bac sisan ctia bon td. Va co ta Ia ban gai cii cua Luke.”

“Oai.” Danny nhan mit. “Cyu bo. Ac chién ddy. Thé c6 ta thé nao?”

T6i chot nhé lai canh Venetia bét t6i di cai doi tit y té dang kinh so Ay, nit c6 ta 4nh én vé gitrong givong tur dc.

“Co6 ta 1a mdt con khén toc do va t& ghét ¢d ta,” 161 noi, cay cii hon dy dinh. “Té goi o ta la Cruella de Venetia.”

“Va ¢ ta s€ d& dé cho cau a?” Danny bat cuoi. “Chuyén nay c6 that sao?”

“Khong budn cudi ti ndo dau!” t6i cling khong nhin drgc cudi.

“T6 phai chimng kién vu sinh con nay mdi duoc.” Danny xién mdt quéa 6 liu Ién que khudy cta ly cocktail.  “Ran dil” “Con lau, con khdn!” C4u nén ban
vé di.”

“Dimg ndi nita!” Bung toi dau théit vi cuoi. Trén ban, dién thoai ctia t0i bip bao tin nhén, 0i chop Ky xem tin gl. “Nay, |a Luke! Anh dy sap qua ddy chao
cau!” t6i nhan tin lai cho Luke trong khi chd' goi mdn, bao cho anh biét chd ching t6i dang an trua.

“Tuyét qua.” Danny top mdt ngum cocktail champagne. “Thé 1 gior hai ngudi hoa binh rdi ha?”
“RAt bn. Pung hon 13, tuyét voi. Mai bon t¢ dinh cling nhau di xem xe n6i.” To6i nd mot nu cudi tran tré harh phiic.
“Anh dy thdm chi con khong biét ring cau nghi anh ta dang lira d6i?”

“T¢r ¢6 nhidc dén chuyén d6 vai lan,” t0i chdm rdii noi, phét bo' mot khoanh bénh mi nita. “Nhung lin ndo anh 4y ciing phit nhén. Té khong dinh nhéic lai
lan nita.”

“Hozc thué tham tir tur Ian nita.” Mit Danny anh lén.

“Hién nhién 1 khong thué tham tir tur nita.” Toi nheo niit. “Va cau dimg c6 hé ring 1oi ndo ddy, Danny.”

“Té s& khong n6i dau!” Danny kéu Ién mdt cach ngdy tho, roi lai top mdt ngum cocktail champagne niva.

“Chao hai ngudil” Toi quay lai va thiy Luke dang chen Jin qua nha hang dong dic. Anh mic by com 1€ Paul Smith moi, tay cam chiéc BlackBerry. Anh
khé nhay mét v6i t6i, va t6i ¢b ép minh ngdi yen mic du t6i chi mudn mim cuoi thit ira tinh khi nho lai sang nay. Va khong, khong phai I t0i dang giai
thich gi du. Nhung ctr cho 1 t6i thue tinh “thiéu hip dan” va “khong quyén rii” nhu Venetia n6i di, thé thi sao Luke lai...

Théi sao ciing duoc. Chuyén chi dé.

“Danny! Lau qué r6i nhi.”

“Luke!” Danny bét ddy v0 lung anh. “Gap lai anh that tuyét qua!”

“Chiic mimg thanh cong ctia anh, tit ca!” Luke kéo mot chiéc ghé ra tir ban bén canh. “Toi khong thé ¢ ddy lau dwoc, nhung toi van mudn néi chao
mirng anh t6i London.”

“Lang c6c ndo, anh ban.” Danny gia giong Cockney dé t& nhit ma t6i ting nghe théy Anh ubng can ly cocktail champagne rdi ra hiéu cho bi ban mang
thém ly nira. “Va chuc mirng hai nguoi!” Anh kh€ dua ban tay vuot nhe bung t6i, 161 nhin mit khi dra nhoc dap. “Jesus. La n6 day a?



“N6 dang phin khich day!” Luke gt d4u, mim cudi. “Chi con vai tudn nita thoil”

“Jesus.” Danny’s Vﬁn dang nhin bung t0i chz:im chip. “Nhd ¢ trong d6 la mot cd bé thi sao? Lai mdt c6 Becky Bloomwood nita. Anh nén tr6 lai vin
phong di Luke, kiém thém tién di. Anh s&€ can nhiu day.”

“Thoi ndo!” Téi dAm Danny mot phat vao tay. Nhung Luke da dang dimg day 1Oi. “Toi chi tat qua th6i. Jain dang cho t6i trong xe. Hen gip anh sau nhe,
Danny. Tambi¢t, em yéu.”” Anh hon Ién tran t6i, r6i cham chi nhin qua ctra s6 nha hang nhu thé tim kiém diéu gi.

“Gi thé?” t6i n6i, nhin theo it anh.
“LA...” Luke cau miy. “Anh khong dinh khing dinh gi d4u. Nhung méy hom nay anh ¢t ¢6 cam gidc nhu minh bi theo déi.”
“Theo d6i?”

“Liic ndo anh ciing thiy cling mdt gi lang vang & chd nio c6 niit anh.” Luke nhin vai. “Hom qua anh thiy gi ¢ ngoai cong ty, con hdm nay thi vira
xong.”

“Nhung ai trén doi nay lai...” toi im bt gitra cau.
Chét tiét. Khong. Khong thé ndo.

T6i hity vu ndy roi n. Toi chéc chéin da lam thé. Toi da goi dién va dé lai mdt tin nhin trén méy tra 10 tw dong ctia Dave Sharpness. Toi con giri ca
email nita.

T6i ngude 1én va thiy anh mit thich thu ciia Danny dang nhin minh.

“Anh dang nghi c6 nguoi theo doi anh ha Luke?” anh ndi, nhirdng may. “Nhu ... mdt tham tir tur, ¢6 thé ching?”
Toi s& giét

“C6 18 ching c6 gi dau!” Giong toi hoi lac di mot chit. “Chi i tring hop thoi!”

“Ciing c6 thé.” Luke gat dau. “Du sao thi ciing tht ky la. Hen gip hai nguoi sau nhé. Anh cham tay t6i, rdi t6i va Danny cting nhin anh len 10i qua cac
ban.

“Long tin gjita vo chong i mot diéu rat dep,” Danny binh lun. “Hai ngudi qua 1 may mén day.”
“Théi di!” Toi luc tim dién thoai ctia minh. “Té phai bao ho dimng ngay di.”
“T6 twong cau lam thé roi?”

“T6 Jam rdi ma! Tir mAy hom trude roi! Tt ca chi ki nham An!” Téi tim danh thiép ctia Dave Sharpness va dién cudng bam s6, ngon tay lip cap vilo
kg

“Céu nghi Luke s& phan tmg thé nao khi phat hién ra c4u thué ngudi bam theo anh ay?”” Danny than nit hoi. “Néu I t& thi s tirc xit khoi ddy.”
“Cau chang gitp t& gi hét!” Toi trimg miét nhin anh. “Va cam on vi da nhéc dén cac tham tir tu!”

“Oi t6 xin 16i!”” Danny ly tay che miéng am diéu b xin 16i kiéu mia mai. “Vi anh 4y s& chéing bao gior tur nghii ra durge dau.”

T6i nbi durge may dén mot hop thur thoai, va hit that sau.

“Ong Sharpness, t0i Becky Brandon ddy. Dudng nhu ¢6 chit hiéu Am. Toi nuon 6ng ngimg ngay viée theo doi chdng t61, Luke. Toi khong mubn didu
tra diéu triéc ginita ca. Xin hay huy vu ndyy ngay lap tirc. Cam on 6ng.” Toi ngiit dién thoai v udng mdt ngum cocktail champagne tir cb¢ Danny, the
ning nhoc. “Déy. Xong roi.”
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Camonba vi [ thu.

To6i ¢6 chit y dén cd phan moi ctia ba & cong ty Cappuccino London.

Toi khuyén ba dirmg nén mua thém ¢ phan ndo chi vi “cd tire siéu hip dan” nhu ca phé mién phi. Ba nén nhin vao nhig trién vong ving chéc, dai han
hon.

Pé tra 1oi cho mdt cau hoi khac clia ba, t6i khdng biét bét cir cong ty trang sirc ndo timg ting kim crong mién phi cho cac cd dong ciia minh,
Kenneth Prendergast

Chuyén gia Dau tu Gia dinh

Ban dang doc truyén Tin D6 Shopping Cé Baby dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 14

T6i chi mong ho da nhan dugc tin nhén ciia t6i. Hodc tin toi dé lai lic budi toi. Hay tin ti dé lai lic sing nay. Chac han toi da lam nghén hoan toan hop
thur thoai ctia Dave Sharpness bang ca dong tin nhdn bao ong ta ngimg dicu tra. Nhung cho dén khi dich than n6i chuyén dugc v6i ong ta, t6i khong the
chac chan 6ng ta da nhin dugce tin nhin chura.

Ciing ¢6 nghia 1 vy theo ddi ndy ¢ thé van dang dugc tién hanh.

Sang hom sau, khi ching t6i cting nhau i ciin hd dén trung tAm xe ndi, moi giac quan cua toi déu dang canh gidc cao do. Toi cam thiy chéic chéin c6
ngudi dang quan st ching t6i. Nhung ¢ dau? Nép trén cay? Ng01 trong mdt chiéc 6 t6 dang dd chia dng kinh tele vé phia ching t6i? Téi rén rén budc
xubng béc tam cap toa nha, mét déo dac. Bén tréi toi chot co tiéng click cua thit bi dién tir, va theo ban néng t6i liy tay che mit... cho dén khi t6i nhan
ra d6 khong phéi tiéng may anh ma 13 tiéng ai d6 bAm mo ctra 6 6.

“Emkhong sao chir, em yéu?” Luke nhin toi, bdi roi.

M6t buu ta di qua, va ti liéc ong ta mdt cai nghi ngd. C6 thit d6 1 mdt buu ta khong?

A phai. Ping thé.

Toi voi dudi theo Luke. “OK, gio thi vao xe di. Nhanh lén.”

L& ra ching toi nén mua xe c6 kinh den kit. Toi da bao Luke sudt i, C6 ca ti lanh trong xe nira.

Vira ra dén cong khu nha thi di dong ctia t0i d6 chudng am t6i gidt bin ca minh. Thoi diém tring hop qué di mét. Chéic d6 B tay tham tir tw, goi dién béo
ong ta dang trong cOp xe. Hodc dang ¢ toa nha doi dién, voi mot khau sting truong nham vao Luke...

Thoi thoi. Minh dau ¢6 thué sét thi chir. On .
Ngay cé thé, khi 16i dién thoai ra, tay ti van run Ay bay.
“Um.. a 167" t6i cang thing noi.

“Chao, minh day!” giong Suze hd hoi, trén nén tiéng tré con trong dién thoai. “Nghe ndy, néu & d6 ban loai xe néi Urban Baby vién do thi mua luén cho
minh nhé? Minh s& giri tién sau.”

“Oi. Er... tat nhién rdi.” Toi v6 By cdy bt nguéch ngoac ghi lai. “Con gi niva khong?”


http://ebookfull.net

“Khong, thé thoi. Gid minh phéi di day! N6i chuyén sau nhé!”
Toi cét dién thoai di, van con chira hoan hdn. Ching ti dang bi bam theo, t6i biét chiic thé.

“Thé, cai chd d6 ¢ dau?” Luke xem xét t& roi va béit diu bam bam nit trén thiét bj dinh vi vé tinh cita minh. Khi béan d hi¢n ra, anh nhéin mit. “Cach day
cé chuc dam ay. Chiing ta c6 nhat thiét phai dén day khong?”

“Po I chd tot nhét London nay! I:Ihm nay!” To6i doc to to roi. “Ban dugc thir ding tAt ca cac xe nOi chét lrong cao nhét trén nhiéu dang dia hinh khac
nhau va mdt tu van vién s€ giip dan ban ra khoi ma tran.”

“Y so vi€c mua xe ndi voi ma tran hay mot ma trén theo nghiia den?”” Luke hoi.

“Emkhong biét nita,” toi thira nhan, sau khi doc k¥ to roi. “Nhung du sao dintta, & d6 cling cd nhiéu xe dé chon nhit, va Suze bao chung ta nén dén
do.”

“Ciing ¢6 1y.” Luke nhuéng may rdi queo goc chir U. Rdi anh nhiu méy khi nhin qua cira kinh. “Cai xe kia trong quen quen.

Chét tiét.

C4 0 ra binh thrdng, t6i ngoai dau lai xem. D6 I mot chiée Ford méu nAu, trong xe i mdt gi dang lai. Mot g toc sdm niu, mét 10, sic mix tham tir tur.
Chét tiét chét tiét chét tiét.

“Minh nghe radio dil” t6i n6i. Toi bat du chinh dui céc kénh, vin to tiéng Ién, ¢6 giing dénh lac huéng anh. “Ma dii sao thi trong n6 quen thi da sao chir?
C6 ca triéu chiéc Ford nu trén doi ndy. Ai bict cu thé 13 bao nhiéu chit? Co khi phai... nam tri¢u. Khong, nuroi...”

“Xe Ford ndu?” Luke nhin t6i ky la. “Céi gi thé?”

T6i lai quay dau lai. Chiéc Ford ndu d bién mét. N6 bién dau duoc chir?

“Anh mudn néi dén chiéc BMW mui trdn ma chiing ta vira virot qua co,” Luke néi, viin nhé tiéng radio xubng, “Trong nhu xe ctia chong Mel.”

“A phai,” t6i n6i sau khi ngimg mot Iat, rdi im king, C6 18 minh cir ngim mdm vio mdt lic thi hon.

Trude do toi khong hé nhan ra rang phai mat ca gio moi 61 duoc Pram City. D6 1a mdt khu kho lon toa lac ngoai 6 phia Bic London va dang ap dung
churong trinh d6 xe riéng lai 10i Ién xe buyt di tiép vao. Cai ndy toi ciing khong biét. Nhung ching sao. Ciing dang néu ching toi mua duoc chiée xe noi
sanh di€u, tuyét diéu nhét thé gioi!

Khi budc xudng xe buyt, t6i lai lim 1ét nhin quanh - nhung khéng th?ly bt cir ai trong gidng tham tir t c4. Hau nhu chi ¢6 cc cip dang mang bau nhu
chiing t6i. Trir phi... c6 & Dave Sharpness da thué mot cap mang bau khac theo doi chiing t6i?

Khong. Minh dang hoang twdng r0i. Phai thdi 4m anh vé chuyén ndy ngay. Ma néu Luke ¢4 phat hién ra, thi ching 1& do 1a diéu t& hai nhat trén doi a? It
ra t6i cling quan tAm dén cudc hon nhén ctia chiing toi. Theo cach ndo d6, anh nén thay khodi vi t6i da thué nguroi theo déi anh.

Chinh xac.

Ching t6i tién dén nhimg canh ctra khong 16 ciing nhing cip khéc - va khi cling Luke budc vao, t01 khong thé ngin minh cam thiy mdt ngudn hanh phuc
nho nhd birng Ién. Ching t6i dang & day, cling nhau chon xe ndi. Y nhur t6i vin hang tudng tuong!

“Thé!” Toi cudi rang r& voi Luke. “Anh thiy thé nao? Minh nén bt dau tir chd ndo nhi?”

“Jesus 0" Luke noi, nhin quanh. DG | mdt toa nha Ion méi vom, voi hé thong diéu hoa khong khi dd hoi va méy bai hit méu gido vang kn trén h thong
log. Nhitng tam bang séc s& dai dén ca ba mét treo ling ling trén xa nha d€ cac loai xe ndi “Thirong”, “Moi dia hinh”, “Di du lich”, “Sinh d6i, sinh ba,
bon...”.

“Ching ta can c4i gi nhi?” Luke bop bop tran. “Mot cai xe ndi binh thudng? Hay loai dem di du lich durgc? Hay mot cai kiéu ¢5?”

“Con tlry.” Toi ¢6 nghe ¢6 v& hicu biét - nhung sur thét 1 t0i vn théy toan b vu xe ndi xe ddy nay i tinh ri mi. Suze da ¢6 giai thich h¢ thong nay cho
161, nhung moi thu cur nhur mot cudc hc_)p bég hoi t61 con Ia Ph(’)ng vién ta1 chinh vé}{. T61 choang vang trudc déng uu, nhuroce diém cia loai co banh trurde
xoay dugc - va roi khi ¢d n6i xong t6i xau ho qua khong thé thi nhan rang minh chéng cho duoc chit nao vao dau ca.

“Emda ,lém mot vai nghién ctry,” t6i noi thém, tho tay Vao thi tim Daljh muc Xe pc”)i i tw hao dug cho Luke. Trong vong Val tudn qua, mdi n trong théy
mdt chiéc xe ndi hay ho, t6i lai ghi lai tén hing san xuat nd - khong dé dau. Cé Ian t6i da phai dudi theo mot cai suot ca pho High Street Kensington.

Luke dang 14t gio tip danh sach, kinh ngac. “Becky, phai c6 dén ba muroi loai xe ndi & day.”

“D6 I danh sach vong mdt ma! Minh chi can giam xudng mot chiit...”



“T6i gitp gi duge anh chj day?” Chiing t6i ciing nging Ién thiy mdt tay dAu tron toc tién lai. Anh ta miic 4o cc tay, deo phit hidu ctia Pram City trén dé
“Tén t6i Ia Stuart”, thanh thyc day chiéc xe n6i mau tia chi bang mit tay.

“Chiing t6i cAn mua xe ndi,” Luke noi.

“A.” Mt Stuart huréng xudng bung t6i. “Chiic mirng! Hai ngudi dén ddy lAn dau phai khong?”

“Lan d4u va duy nhat,” Luke n6i dirt khoat. “Khong dinh tho 16 d4u, nhung ching t6i muén mua moi thir g6i gon trong mot lan di, ding khong, Becky?”
“Chéc chin roil” toi gat dau.

“Tat nhién r0i. Glenda? C lo hd ti cai ny nhé? DAy ki Khu D.” Stuart ddy chiéc xe ni miu tia qua san nha bong 1n dén cho mdt o gi cach chimg
muroi mét roi quay lai véoi chung toi. “Gio, hai nguroi dang tim xe n6i kiéu gi nhi?”’

“Bon t6i ciing chura chiic m,” t6i n6i, liéc nhin Luke. “Toi nghi ching toi can gitp d& mot chit.”

“Di nhién!” Stuart gat dau. “Moi di 16i nay.”

Anh ta dan ching toi vao giira khu vire toan xe ndi loai ding di du lich, 16i dimg lai, nhu mot huéng dan vién & vién bao tang,

“Moi cap vo chdng déu khac nhau,” anh n6i bang giong nhur hat. “Moi dtra tré déu doc déo. Vay nén trude khi ching ta di tiép, t6i mudn hoi anh chi vai
cau vé phong cach song, nhur the s€ gifip dinh huéng Iwa chon tot hon.” Anh véi lay mdt tap gidy nho gan vao that lung anh bang mdt day kiéu 1o xo.
“Kemx¢t dia hinh trede nhé. Hai ngurdi dinh ding xe ndi khi nao? Pibg trén via hé va di mua sam? Hay di b leo mii? Hay leo nti mao hiem?”

“Tat c4,” t0i n6i, nhur bi giong ciia anh ta thoi mién.

“Tat ca?” Luke kéu én. “Becky, emdinh di leo niti mao hiém lic nao thé?”>C6 thé chir?” 1di phén phéo. “Em c6 thé coi d6 | mdt s6 thich!” Toi hinh
dung ra canh minh nhe nhang day chicc xe ndi lén tn vimg niti Everest, trong khi con t6i € a ngwde nhin t6i hanh phic. “Em nghi mdi & giai doan nay anh
khong nén loai trir moi kha ning,”

“Uh-huh.” Stuart nguéch ngoac ghi vai chit. “Roi, anh chj c6 can mot chiéc xe gip gon duoc nhanh chéng va dé dang mang Ién 6 t6 khong? Anh chi c6
muon mot chiéc chuyén thanh ghé 6 t6 duge khong? Anh chi dang tim kiem mdt chiec gon nhe, d€ st dung hay an toan chac chan?”

Toi liéc nhin Luke. Trong anh ciing hoang mang nhur t6i vdy.

“Minh xem mjt vai méu trude nhé.” Stuart diu xudng, “Nhur thé s& gitp anh chi khoi dong”

Nira tiéng sau du 6¢ 0 da cudng quay. Ching ti da xem loai ¢6 thé chuyen thanh ghé trén 6 0, logi 6 thé glp lai bang thity uc, logi c6 banh xe dap,
loai c6 dém o xo kiéu e, ca loai nhur mot cai miy ky cuc bao vé dira tré khoi 6 nhiém va “1y turong khi ding di mua sam va ca phé”. (Toi me cai nay.)
Chiing t6i cting xem ca loai ¢6 tii boc chan cho am, chong mura, chén sang va loai ¢é mdi che.

Thanh thyc mi néi, lic ndy chinh t6i da san sang di ca phé, nhung Luke van con me mai. Anh dang suy nghi rat lung trude khung ctia mot chiée xe ndi co
banh to nhat, nhiéu duong rdnh nhat ma t6i tirng thay. N6 duge boc vai kaki ran ri va trong nhu mdt mon do choi bao luc Action Man ¢& lon.

“Ttee I phén khung ctia c4i niy ¢6 khép ndi a,” anh hao himg n6i. “Nhur thé s& tic dong thé nao dén ban kinh queo xe?”
Troia. Co phaixe 6 t6 dau!

“Khong gi virot durge model niy vé ban kinh queo xe.” Mt Stuart sang Ién khi anh ta ddy thir dé minh hoa. “Mau Chién binh ndy c6 thé so v6i mdt
chiéc Humvee quén sy trong sO cac loai xe ndi dia hinh. Anh thay truc xe dan hoi khong?”

“Chién binh?” t6i kinh hii nhéc lai. “Chiing t6i s& khong mua mdt chiéc xe ndi tén i ‘Chién binh’

Ca hai ngudi dan 6ng déu I t6i di.

“That |a mot tac phAm k§ thudt tuyét voi.” Luke cam thir tay ddy. “Cam giac d& chin.”

“Pay 1 xe ndi nam tinh. Chir khong phéi loai thi trang,” Stuart liéc mdt cach kha khinh bi vé phia chiéc ¢6 logo ciia Lulu Guinness ma t6i dang cam
“Hom trude mdt cyu quan nhin ctia Lyc hrong Khdng quan Dac nhi€ém vira qua day, anh Brandon a.” Gigng anh ta chot thi thao. “Va anh ta da chon
caindy.”

“Toi rét thich cai ndy.” Luke day t&i ddy lui chiéc xe. “Becky, anh nghi minh nén mua ci niy.”

“Ciing dugc.” Toi ddo mit. “Céi d6 co thé 1a cta anh.”

“Y em 4 sao, ctia anh 42 Luke nhin t6i trén trdi.



“Em thi thich c4i ndy!” Toi budng binh ndi. “N6 ¢6 logo ctia Lulu Guiness va chd dé iPod. Va xem céi che ndng nay. Tuyét qué di mét!”
“Emdua 47" Luke nhin chiéc xe mdt hrot, vé khong tan thanh. “Trong nhu db choi dy.”
“Con céi anh chon thi trong nhur xe ting! Em s& khong ddy céi thir d6 trén phd dau!”

“Di rét hoan nghénh ra chon ciia anh ch,” Stuart tho thé chen ngang, “10i chi mubn n6i i ca hai méu d6 déu khong thé chuyén thanh ghé ndi trén 6 to
hodc gap gon lai dugc nhu yéu cau ban dau ctia hai nguoi.”

“O1.” Téi nhin chiéc Lulu Guinness. “U h4.”

“Cho phép t6i goi y 1 hai ngurdi nén ngdi lai voi nhau, udng ca phé, va thong nhét nhu cau duge khong? Ciing ¢6 thé hai ngudi can nhiéu hon mot chiée
xe noi. Mot cai dé di cac dang dia hinh gb ghé, mdt cai d€ day di shopping loanh quanh.”

Ciing 3 y hay.
Stuart voi budc lai chd mdt cap khac, con toi va Luke dén qu.;iy ca phé.
“OK,,” t6i ni khi ching ti dén chd miy céi ban. “Anh di mua ca phé nhé. Em s& ngdi nghil xem chinh xac thi ta can gi.”

An??

Téikéo ghe ra, ngdi xubng, iy but cing Danh sach Xe ndi cta minh ra. O miat sau to danh sach, t6i viét “Cac loai Uu tién”, rdi bat dau ké bang, Cach

duy nhit dé x4c dinh duoc nhu cau 1 phai hoan toan cong tim va khoa hoc.

Vai phiit sau, Luke quay lai mang theo khay d6 udng, “Tién trién thém gi chwa?”” anh hoi, ngdi xubng dbi dién toi.

“ROil” t6i nging Ién, mét do img vi ging strc. “OK. Ny gi em van ¢d aim viée mdt cach logic... va ching ta can nam chiéc xe noi.”

“Nam?”” Suyt thi Luke danh roi cdc ca phé. “Becky, mot dira nhoc bé xiu khong thé nao can dén nidm cai xe noi.”

“C6 dAy! Anh xem ndy!” Toi dua béng minh vira ké cho anh xem “Minh cin mdt chic loai dé di du lich, véi girong tré em di dong va ¢hé ngdi 6 t6 khi
con con nho.” Toi vira ndi vira xoe ngon tay dem. “Minh can mjt chiéc xe ndi dia hinh d¢ ding khi di bd. Minh can mdt chice chuyén dung khi di
shopping, di ca phé dé ding trong thanh phd. Minh cin mot chiéc cong nghé cao gip gon duoc dé ding khi mang én 6 t6. Va cn ca mot chiéc Lulu
Guinness c6 chd dé iPod nira.”

“Visao?”

“Tai... n6 sanh diéu,” t6i n6i, chéng ché. “Va tit ca cac ba me ngon kinh khéc déu c6.”

“Céc ba me ngon lanh khac?” Luke d& dan nhin toi. That tinh. Anh khong nhd gi sao?

“Trén Vogue dy! Em phai | ba me ngon knh nhét!

Thay Stuart di ngang qua quiy ca phé, Luke lién goi anh ta lai.

“Xin bi. Vo t6i dang n6i dén chuyén mua nim céi xe néi. Anh kim on giai thich v6i ¢6 dy ring nhur thé i hoan toan vo Iy duoc khong?”

“Anh s& ngac nhién day, quy khach,” Stuart n6i, bi mit nhay mét v6i ti. “Thyre sy ching t6i da chimg kién rat nhidu khach hang ghé day nhiéu lin. Va
néu anh mudn chi di mua mot ]an, thi'y twong ctia vo anh ¢6 vé hop Iy ddy chr...” Anh ta ngung lai gitta cau khi Luke danh mt lai rdi hing giong. “Ma
sao hai nguoi khong thir vai mau ¢ khu vire gdmmoi dia hinh ciia ching toi nhi? S& mang lai mot y tudng dich thue day!”

Khu virc moi dia hinh nhén tao & cubi ctra hang, Stuart giip chiing t6i mang hét damxe “C6 kha nang mua” dén do.

“Pram City ching toi luon tur hdo vé khu virc ndy,” anh ta noi, ddy ca séu chiéc xe ndi mt lic thinh mdt hing doc mi chéing mit chit cong sirc ndo. “Bi
mot vong quanh ddy, anh chi s& thdy moi bé myt dia hinh mi mdt chiec xe noi s¢ gap phai trong sudt qua trinh sir dung, tir san d4 cdm thach ¢ trung tim
nmua sam dén bai bién soi da trong mot ky nghi he, hay nhitng bac cau thang da cia thanh duong nao do... Tat ca déu ¢ day!”

Cha cha. Toi théy khd 4n tuong, Khu virc nity dai khodng ba muroi mét, nhu mot kiéu dwong dua, va khép noi quanh day nguoi ta dang vira déy thir xe
ndi vira goi nhau i 6i. O khu vire s6i, mdt ¢6 gai dang miéc ket véi chiéc xe ndi cd dui che mau hong, con & khu bai bién, hai dira nhdec méi Iam cham biét
di dang ném cét vao nhau.

“Tuyét qua!” t6i chop ly ci ding khi di ca phé va shopping hao himg déy thir. “Thach anh dua ddy, ngai Chién binh.”

“Em thach d4y nhé.” Luke cam Iy hai tay déy t chang boc vai kaki ctia chiéc ndi rdi nhiu may. “Céi nay nha phanh ra thé nao nhi?”

“Ha! Thua roi nhé!” Toi bat dau hrdt di trén khu vire “via & ciing chiéc xe n6i lanh Ig ctia minh. Mot lat sau 0 bong thiy Luke bat dau day duoc con
qu ctia anh di - va chang miy choc da bat kip toi.

“Anh dam a!” Téi ngodi lai ndi, va ting toc.



“Chiéc Chién binh nay I vo dich,” Luke noi bing giong nhur trong céc trailer phim. “Chién binh khong bao gios chiu thét bai.”

“Chién binh ctia anh ¢6 biét xoay vong khong?” t0i dép tra. Lic nity ching t0i da ¢ trén bé miit cm thach, va chiéc xe cia ti that tuyét hao! Toi chi can
ding mot ngon tay ciing day duoc nd, va ding 1 n6 ¢4 the di theo dudng hinh so 8. “Anh thay chua? N6 cyc ky...” t6i ngang lén da thay Luke trén khu
$6i 101, “Anh da bo qua mdt phan thi bt bude nhé!” toi buc tirc gio kn. “Phat hai muroi giay!”

Chiéc Chién binh kha tuyét khi di trén soi, phai néi thé. Nhur kiéu no nghién qua bat dam soi da phai tuan phuc. Con cai cta t6i thi hoi... vo dung

“Cén gitip gi khong em?” Luke hoi khi nhin t6i do dim tim dudng di tit qua. “Gap réc rdi voi cai xe ndi kém tim dy ha?”

“Emdau c6 dinh dua con em dén méy cai hd soi dy laim gi” t6i phan phdo, ra didu ttr t&. Toi tién dén chd bai co va tinh-co-mdt-cach-co-y dam xe vao
xe Luke.

“B phan chinh huréng ¢6 vin dé& ha?” Anh nhudng my.
“Chi kiém tra t0i khi an toan ctia anh thdi md,” t6i nhi nhanh n6i. “Hinh nhu nd khong hoat dong thi phai.”

“Emtir t& qua! Cho phép anh thir tGi khi ctia em nhé?” Anh dam xe ndi ctia anh vao xe t6i va toi vira bat cudi vira dam lai anh phat nita. O hang rao ké
bén, ti thay Stuart dang quan sat chiing t6i, hoi hoang hot.

“Da quyét dinh duoc cai ndo chura?” anh ta goi voi vao.
b1, Luke hét dép lai, git gt dAu. “Chiing t6i mudn mua ba chiéc Chién binh.
“Ni linh tinh!” Téi danh Luke bang mu ban tay va anh bét du cudi In.
“Gid thi | bon chiéc...” Anh ngung bat khi di dong d6 chudng, “Ché chit.” Anh 161 n6 ra 4p kén tai. “Luke Brandon nghe. A, chao.”
Anh budng c4i xe ndira va quay di. C6 1& gio minh nén ddy ci Chién binh xem. Toi cAm Ky céi tay cAm to bur va day thi.
“Puia a,” 61 nghe thay Luke ndi gay git. Toi ddy chiéc Chién binh loanh quanh cho dén khi dbi dién véi anh. Mt anh cing thang, tai mét, va anh dang
cau may cham chi ling nghe ai d6 trén dién thoai. “Moi chuyén én chir?” t6i cir dong miéng thanh cau dé nhung khong phét ra tiéng, nhung anh p tirc

quay ngodt di va budc tranh xa toi vai budc.

“U,” t6i nghe thdy anh ni. “Chung ta s& phai... suy nghi v& viéc nay.”” Anh vira bude doc khu ddy thir xe vira vo toc, tham chi khong budn chi y t6i mot
ciip vo chdng véi cai xe ndi ba banh da phai dat voi sang mot bén dé tranh anh.

Cam théy hoi lo, t6i bét dau dy chiéc Chién binh theo anh. C6 chuyén gi vay? Anh dang n6i chuyén dién thoai voi ai? Toi ddy thang chiéc xe xudng cac
bac thang, cudi cfmg ciing theo kip anh & khu vire bai cat bien. Khi tién lai gan, t6i chot cam thay bon chon. Anh dang dimg do, gitt chét dién thoai, mét
miii han nét cang thang,

“Khong am thé duoc,” anh tiép tuc ndi bang céi giong tram tram dy. “Chuyén d6 khong thé dugc.” Roi dot ngdt anh thiy t6i va ca khudn mt anh lién
cau cO.

“Luke...”

“Anh dang n6i chuyén, Becky.” Giong anh nghe nhur quét. “Anh c6 thé c6 chit riéng tir dwoc khong day?” Anh dtmg ddy sai bude doc theo dai cét, toi
chi bict nhin theo, cam thay nhur vira bi dammdt qua vao giita mat.

Riéng tu? Vi ca toi u?

Chén i run rdy khin anh sai budc ra xa. C6 chuyén gi khong 6n vay? Chi mdt phit trude ddy ching toi con ciing nhau ddy xe n6i, cudi ndi va tréu choc
nhau, vy ma gio...

Chot t6i nhdn ra dién thoai ctia minh ciing dang d6 chudng trong téi. Toi chot tin chéic, mdt cach dién rd, ring 6 | Luke goi dé xin 16i - nhung toi vén
nhin thy anh & dAu kia khu ddy thir xe mé, anh vin dang néi chuyén.

T61 161 dién thoai ra nghe. “A 16?7”
“C6 Brandon phai khong?” mdt giong re re vang Ién. “T6i Dave Sharpness day.”
Oi troi a. Chon dung ltic dé goi thé.

“Cubi ctng thi ong ciiing goi lail” t6i quat, d6 ndi lo king ctia minh 1én dau 6ng ta. “Nghe nay, t6i hity vu v6i ong il Ong dang lam ci gl thé? Van theo
ddi chong t6i 4?7

“C6 Brandon.” Dave Sharpness cudi khing khuc. “Néu t6i nhan duoc mdt xu mdi khi cd mit phu nit goi dién dénbao hity didutra ngay hdm sau i hbi



tiéc thi...”

“Nhung t6i thire swr mudn ong hiy!”” t6i bue mudn dap dién thoai qua. “Chdng toi da biét c6 ngudi dang theo doi anh dy! Anh 4y da thiy ngudi cia
ong!”

“A.” Giong Dave Sharpness ¢6 vé kinh ngac. “Puoc i, dung 1 dang I8 khong nén dé xay ra 1i nay. Toi s& n6i voi diic vu lién quan...”
“Bao ho ngimg hét di! Bao ho thoi ngay phit nay trude khi cude hon nhan ciia toi bi hity hoai! Va dimg c6 goi cho tdi nita!

bién thoai cang tic cang re.

“Toi khong nghe thiy c6 n6i gi, ¢ Brandon a.” Toi nghe giong Dave Sharpness nho xiu. “Téi xin 16i. Toi dang trén duong dén Liverpool.”
“T6i ndi: ngimg diéu tra ngay!” t6i ni, to va 10 rang

“Thé con vé cac két qua tim duoc thi sao? Toi goi cho ¢6 vi thé. T6i co mdt bao cao day du danh cho ¢b ddy...” Giong ong ta bién mit vio mdt bin
tiéng ré nhicu.

“Két qua tim dwroc?”” t6i trimg trimg nhin dién thoai, tim d6t nhién nén thinh thinh. “°Y 6ng ... 6ng Sharpness? Ong con & d6 khong?”
. thue s cho ring ¢6 nén xem nhirg tim hinh d6...”

Tiéng ré r& bt chot chuyén thanh tu tu lién tuc. Ong Ay gac may 1di.

Toi té ligt, dtmg d6 trén cat, mot tay van giit chit chiéc Chién binh. Nhitng tim anh? Chéc chéin khong phai y ong ta la... chir?

“Becky.” Tiéng Luke khién t6i gidt bin minh tung c4 dién thoai Ién trdi. Anh cti xubng bai cat nhéit 1én dua lai cho t0i. Toi khong thé nhin thing vao anh
khi run ray dua tay ra nhan lai va cho né vao tii.

Anh chyp g?
“Becky, anh phai di bay . Giong Luke cing thing nhu t6i vy. “Do 1... Mel. Mot vu kha khin cip & cong ty.”

“Khong sao.” Toi git dau va bit dau day chiéc Chién binh ki diém xuét phét trong khu ddy thir. Mt t6i do dan nhin thiing phia truée. Toi cam théy té
cdng va trong rong. Anh chup cai gi?

“Minh By cai Lulu Guiness di,”” Luke noi khi chiing toi t&i diém xuét phat. “Anh thire sy khong ban tim dau.”
“Thoi. Mua ci Chién binh 4y.” Téi nudt khan, c¢6 ging nhin cuc nghen dang déng én trong ¢ hong minh xudng. “Khong sao ma.”

Tét ca niém vui va sy d& chiu da tan bién. Toi cam thiy lanh nguoi vi sg. Dave Sharpness da c6 bang chimg ring Luke dang .. im gi d6. Va t6i ching
biét d6

Ban dang doc truyén Tin D6 Shopping C6 Baby duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.
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Lan nay t01 khong them deo kinh mit nita. Ciing khong budn mim curdi voi ¢b 18 tan. Toi thing nguoi hién ngang ngdi xubng cai ghé ném mit, xé tan mot
to khan gidy thanh tirng manh vun, nghi ngoi, That khong the tin dugc.

Subt ca dip cudi tudn ti khong thé am duroc gi. Toi phéi chos dén thn khi Luke di im séng nay. Toi phéi chéic chéin réng anh da di khoi (béng cach tho
dau khoi ctra s6 goi anh hai lan khi anh da vao trong 6 t6 cho dén khi dam béo 14 anh khong quay lai) r6i mdi lay hét can dam goi dién dén van phong
ctia Dave Sharpness. Ngay c4 khi 4y t6i van n6i nhur thi thao. Toi n6i chuyén véi ¢ 1€ tn, ¢6 nay tir ch6i khong cho ti biét bt cir chi tiét nao ctia két
qua dicu tra qua dién thoai. Vay nén gio t6i moi & ddy, lic muroi mdt gio sang, lai & khu West Ruislip.

Toan bd chuyén ndy nghe that phi thure. L ra vu diéu tra phai b hity moi phai. L& ra ho khong nén timra bt ctr cai gl

“Cd Brandon.” Ti ngéng Ién, cam thiy minh nhur mot bénh nhan chd phéu thuat. Dave Sharpness dimg d6, giong riu i hon bao gioy hét. “C6 ¢6 mudn
vao trong khong?”

Khi dan t6i vio véin phong, trong ong ta tran ddy vé thurong hai toi, 101 khong thé nio chiu dugc. Neay lp tirc t6i quyét dinh s& khodc kn mdt vé mt
can dam Toi s& vo nhu Luke cd bo khdng cling chang sao.
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T6i chi mubn biét vi td md 1di viée. Trén thure té, t6i mimg vi anh da ¢6 bd, vi by nay t6i van muén ly di anh. Diing thé.
“Vay la 6ng da phét hién ra diéu gi d6,” t6i thd o néi khi chon chd ngdi xudng. “Hay nhi.” Téi ¢b nén ra mdt nu cudi vo tur nho nho.
“Pay la mot kho khin di vi co, co Brandon a.” Dave Sharpness ti héin nguoi en khuyu tay, ruén vé phia trudc.

“Khong, kho khan gi chir!” t61 n6i, giong vui thai qua. ““Toi thire bung cha quan tamdau Thuc ra t6i ciing ¢6 mdt anh bd va chiing t6i dang chuan bi cling
nhau bo trdn dén Monaco, nén t6i hoan toan ching thdy chuyén nay lim sao ca.”

Dave Sharpness khong c6 vé gi 1 dé vao tai.

“Toi thi cho réng’cé ¢d quan tim déy.” Giong 6ng ta con ha xudng thip hon nita. “Téi cho ring cd rat quan tim” Doi n¥it vin vén mach mau do cta 6ng
ta trong ai oan dén noi t6i khong thé chiu dung thém phut nao nira.

“U thi t6i ¢6 quan tam!” ti khit mili. “Cir ni cho 6i biét, dwoc chir? Anh 4y van dang gip gb co ta a?”
Dave Sharpness md mdt phong bi tai liéu va nhom vao xem, lic Fic dau.

“Trong c4i nghé ndy, phan nay that khong d&.” Ong ta tho dai, sap lai dong gidy to d6 rdi nging lén. “Cé Brandon a, chdng cd dang séng mdt cude doi
hai mét ddy.”

“Cudc doi hai mit?” t6i ha hée mdm nhin 6ng ta.

“T6i e rang minh phai néi ring anh ta khong phai nguoi nhu c6 nghi dau.”

Lamsao ma Luke lai khong phai nguoi nhu t6i nghi duge? Ong ta dang noi cai quéi gi thé?
“Y 6ng 1A sa0?” t6i n6i, gan nhur phat cu.

“Thir Tu tun trude, mdt trong sd cac ddc vy ctia tdi da theo déu chong co tir noi lim viéc. Anh ta da dang ky phong khéch san bang tén gia. Anh ta da
goi cocktail cho mdt vai... phu nit. Thude... mdt loai dédc biét. Néu c6 hicu t6i noi gj, cd

T6i kinh ngac dén ctng ca hong, Luke sao? Phy nit thudc loai ddc biét?

“Prc vy cure gioi nghi€p vu cua t6i da Jan theo tén gi clia chdng c6.” Dave Sharpness nhin t6i, muén tao 4n twong. “Anh ta da phat hién ra rang tai chinh
khach san do da timg xdy ra... mot s6 vu viée dang tiéc voi phu nit.” Dave Sharpness nhin nhimg ghi chép cua ong ta voi nét mit khé chiu. “Tat ca déu
timg bung lén 10i lai bi ém di nho nhing khoan boi thudng 1on. RS rang anh ta B mdt ké quyén Iy, chdng c6 4y. Péc vu ciia t6i con kham phé ra vai vu
kién quay 16i tinh duc bi bd dé... mdt vu kién anh ta va mot dong nghiép danh nguoi, ciing lai bi bung bit...”

“Thoi dil” t6i kéu Ién, khong thé nghe tiép dugc nita. “Chén chin 1 thong tin ctia ong sai hét rdi! Ong hay cai o diic vu ctia 6ng. Chdng t6i khong bao
20 uong cocktail cting phu nir thude loai dac biét’! Anh ay khong bao gio danh ngudi! Toi biet anh ay chir!”

Dave Sharpness tho' dai. Ong ta nga ngudi twa vao hing ghé va dat tay 1én cai bung khong 16 ctia minh.

“T6i théng cam véi ¢d, ¢ Brandon a, thure syr théng cam y. Khong ngudi vo ndo lai mubn nghe ngudi khic bao chdng minh thiéu hoan héo.” “Toi
khong n6i anh ay hoan héo, nhung ma...”

“Néu co biét ngoai kia co bao nhiéu tén lira d4o...” Ong ta nhin t6i sau tham. “Ma céc ba vo luén 1 nhimg ngudi cudi ciing duoc biét.”
“Ong khong hiéu i hét!” Toi thdy mudn tat cho ong ta mot phat. “D6 khong thé 1 Luke. Pon gian 1 khong thé”
“Sy that thuong rét kho chp nhan.” Dave Sharpness van lanh te. “Phéi can dam im méi chép nhan dugc.”
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“Thoi cai kiéu ke cd y voi i dil” t6i buc tirc n6i. “Can dém thi t0i co ddy. Nhung t0i ciing biét chéc chong toi khong phéi mt ké thich thuong cang
chan ha cang tay. Puem may ghi chép cua 6ng day!” Toi gidt phong bi tai liéu khdi tay dng ta khién mt xap anh den trang bong loang roi xudng ban.

T6i bdi r6i nhin ching, Tat ca déu 1 anh chup Tain Wheeler. Tain bén ngoai Brandon Commumications. Tain dang 1én cau thang mot khach san.
“Khong phai chong to1.” T6i ngang Ién. DAy khong phai chong toi.

“Gior thi ching ta da nhét tri véi nhau mdt chut i ddy.” Dave Sharpness git dau hai long. “Nhéin cach chdng ¢6 ¢ hai mit, nhur ¢o thiy ddy.”
“Thoi ngay di, o ngdc nay!” t6i dién tiét gio én. “P6 1 Tain! Ong theo ddi nhdm ngudi roi!”

“Ha?” Dave Sharpness ngdi bét day. “Nham ngudi theo nghia den dy ha?”

“Pay [ mot trong s6 cac khach hang ciia chong toi. Tain Wheeler.”



Dave Sharpness giat liy mt tAm anh va nhin n vai gidy.
“PAy khong phai chong c6 4?”

“Khong!” Toi chot nhin thiy mot tim chyp Tain dang vao xe limo lién vO Hy va chi vao Luke, ngwoi dimg khuét bén kia chiéc xe, hiu nhur dng kinh
khong nhim t6i. “Dé moi i Luke! DO moi ki chong t61.”

Hoi tho ctia Dave Sharpness tré nén nang nhoc khi 6ng ta nhin tir hinh chyp md mo dau Luke dén cac birc anh chup Tain, sang méy ghi chép ctia 6ng ta
101 lai quay ve nhin Luke.

“Lee! Vao day ngay!” ong ta quat, dot nhién nghe bét diu-dang- quan-tim-chuyén-nghiép di nhidu, gidng giong ctia lio-gia-Nam-London- dang-cau-tiét
M6t lat sau, cira mé va mt thing nhd giy gd chimg muroi bay tudi thd diu vao, tay cim méy dién tir cam tay Game Boy.

‘O... gla?’ n6 ndi.

Pay Ia tay dac vu gioi nghiép vu d6 sao?

“Lee, t6i phai canh co cau.” Dave Sharpness gién dir dép ban amam “Day 14 Jan thir hai cau lam hong viée. Cau vira bam theo nham nguoi. Day
khong phai Luke Brandon.” Ong ta chi vao birc anh. “Day mdi la Luke Brandon!”

“0.” Lee x0a xoa 1, trong cha c6 vé gi quan tam “Chét tigt.”

“Ding ddy, chét tiét! Toi mudn d4 dit tong cb cau khoi day Eim roi day!” C Dave Sharpness chuyén sang mau do au. “Lam sao ma cu lai nhAm ngudi
duoc chir?”

“Ai biét!” Lee chong ché. “Toi iy anh ctia anh ta tir bao.” N6 voi iy phong bi tai liéu kéo ra mt anh ct tir t& The Times.

Toi biét thm hinh ny. D6  thm candid shot chyp Luke va Tain dang ni chuyén & mot cude hop béo clia Arcodas. “Pdy, thiy chua?” Lee néi. “Béo
viet, ‘Luke Brandon, bén phai, dang thirong thao voi lain Wheeler, bén trai.”

“Ho ghi cht1 dnh nguroc!” t6i ndi vang ca nudce bor vao mit nd. “Hom sau bao dang xin 101 rdi ma! Céu khong kiém tra lai 42
Mt Lee d dan tr6 lai vao cai miy Game Boy.

“Tra 10i c6 4y dil” Dave Sharpness ra énh. “Lee, cau ding 1 d6 vo tich su!”

“Nghe nay, bd, con nhim, duoc chua a?”’ Lee

B 4?

Py I 1an cubi ciing t6i thué tham tir tir qua cudn Nhimg Trang Vang,

“Co Brandon...” Dave Sharpness 10 rang dang ¢b binh tinh tr6 lai. “Toi khong biét n6i gi hon 14 xin 16i c6. Puong nhién chiing t6i s& khoi dong mdt cude
diéu tra khac mien phi cho co, lan ndy s€ tip trung dung nguoi...”

“Thoi!” t6i ngdit 11 6ng ta. “Lam on thdi di, duoce chir? Toi chiu dung di roi.”

T6i chot ring minh. Lam sao minh lai ¢6 thé thué ngudi theo ddi Luke co chir? Minh dang lim quai gi & cai noi khi gié nay? Toi dimg phét day. “Toi di
day. Tur gio dirng c6 lién lac voi toi nita.”

“Di nhién rdi.” Dave Sharpness voi va ddy ghé dimg day theo. “Lee, ra ngoai di! Nhung néu toi c6 thé cung cip cho ¢6 nhimg két qua didu tra khac...”
“Két qua didu tra?” Toi quay sang Ong ta, gidn dit. “Ong thue sy nghi t6i con mudn nghe ong nbi nira sao?”

“Con vu Iong may nita ma?” Dave Sharpness kh& ho hing

“Oi. U nhi.” Téi dimg khung lai. Minh quén béng mit.

“Tét ca déu & trong ndy.” Dave Sharpness nhin co hdi 4n cai phong bi tai lidu vao tay toi. “Thong tin chi tiét vé bac si thAm my va phurong phap thure
hién, gom cé énh, cac ghi chi khi theo doi...”

Toi mudn quing cai phong bi tai iéu vao mit ong ta ma di thing,
C6 diéu... Long miy ctia Jasmine dep that

~~~~~



“C6 con c6 thé thiy vai thong tin khéc ¢ d6,” Dave Sharpness noi, voi vil bude theo i ra cira, “nhitng thong tin nay dwoc ching toi thu thap dé doi
chiéu, phuc vu cho vu chong c6. Chang han nhur vé ban ¢6, Susan Cleath-Stuart chang han. Hién tai, c6 ay rat giau.”

Toi thiy budn non. Ong ta con theo ddi ca Suze?
“Cé vé nhu tai san hién tai cia cO éy duoc udc tinh én toi...”

“Thoi ngay!” Toi quay ngodt lai gin tim ngudi. “T6i khong bao gid con mubn nhin mét hogic nghe thiy tiéng dng nita! Va néu ngudi ctia dng con theo ddi
Luke hay bat cir nguoi ban nao khac cta t6i, t6i s€ goi canh sat.”

“Chéc chin rdi,” Dave Sharpness n6i, git dau nhu thé d6 1 mot y tuong xudt sic chinh 6ng ta vira ndy ra. “Toi hiéu.”

Téi budc thip budc cao xudng ‘cuf')i phd vay taxi. NO d§ xich lai, t0i lén xe 10 ngdi bau chit Ay tay vin, khong sao thiy thoai mai ndi cho dén tan khi di
xa khoi khu West Ruislip. Toi hau nhur khong thé chiu ndi khi ctr nhin thiy cai phong bi tai liéu trén dui t61 nhur mot bi mét i 161 kinh khiing. Nhung gior
khi nghi lai, t6i thay viéc minh mang n6 theo c6 khi lai tot hon. Vay 14 t6i dang cam toan bg thong tin, va chi can tong hét vao may hily tai liéu | xong. Sau
do6 iy phan da hiy mdt 1an nira. Khong bao gio toi nuon Luke biét t6i da lam gi.

To6i khong tin ndi sao minh lai co ngiy di trén con dudng ndy. Luke va ti da iy nhau. Chiing t6i khong nén theo dai nhau. Trong 1i tuyén thé “yéu
thuong, tin trong” Kic cudi cling da bao gdm dicu nay ma: “Yéu thuong, tran trong va khong bao gio thué tham tir tur & khu West Ruislip.” Ching t6i nén
tin twdng 1n nhau. Chiiing t6i nén dt niém tin vao nhau. Ty dung thiy théi thiic manh mg, 6i 16 dién thoai ra bim s6 ctia Luke. “Chao anh yéu!” t6i n6i
ngay khi anh nhac may. “Emday.”

“Chao em! Mi chuyén...”

“Moi chuyén 6n ca. Em chi dang ban khoan thoi.” Téi hit mot hoi thit sau. “V& cude dién thoai hom trude, & cira hang xe n6i dy. Hinh nhur anh hoi budn.
Moi chuyén 6n chit anh?”’

‘Beclgy, anh xin 101 v& chuyén Qé.” Giong anl; cd ‘,’é in ndn that. “Anh thyc 1ong xin 16i. Anh... trong mt thoang anh bi n6 choan hét thm trd. Xay ra mot
van dé nho. Nhung t nd s€ hét thoi, anh chac chan. Pung lo.”

“U.” Tbi thd hét ra. Tham chi t6i con khong dé v 1 ndy gio minh nin tho.

Do chi la cong vige. Moi chuyén chi ¢6 thé. Luke ludn ¢6 céc vén dé, céc truc trac nho nho can gidi quyét, va doi khi anh bj céing thang, Khi ban diéu
hanh mdt cong ty khong 16 thi dieu d6 cling thuong tinh thoi.

“Anh s& gip em sau nhé, em yéu. Emda sin sang di du budi tdi quan trong hom nay chura?”
T6i nay 1 budi hop mit ban dai hoc. Suyt nia thi t6i quén. “Emnéng 1ong im rdi! Tam biét anh, Luke.”

Toi cat dién thoai di, thd sau vai cai. Cai chinh i tham chi Luke con khong hé biét t6i ¢ dén gan mot tham tir tu nita. Va anh s& khong bao gios phét hién
ra.

Khi dén nhitng con phd quen thudc & phia Tay London, t6i mé phong bi ra, bt du 1t xem timg birc anh va cac ghi chi khi theo di. Minh van c6 thé
timra chd am Iong may cho Jasmine trude khi hity s6 tai lidu nay! Vo tinh thdy mdt tim anh mo md chup Suze dang di doc phd mua sim High Street
Kensington, t6i bén nhém mt lai, cam thiy mdt lan song xAu hd khéc lai dang trio. Doi t6i dd pham phai biét bao sai im, nhung day 1 sai Aim té hai
nhat, t& hai gAp hang triéu ti ti ]in. Lam sao toi lai ¢6 thé dé ban minh bi mot tay tham tir tur tham hai theo doi co chir?

Chirng murdi tim ké tiép 1 anh chup Venetia, t6i lién bo qua nhanh chong. T6i khong mudn trong thiy 6 ta. Roi vai cai chup Mel, tro Iy ciia Luke, dang
ra khoi van phong... va 1oi... Oi troi oi, c6 phai Lulu khong

T6i chéim chém nhin tAm anh, hoang mang khong hiéu sao n6 lai & day. R61 t0i nho ra da nhic dén ¢d ta khi liét ké danh sach nhitng phy nir Luke biét.
Khi t6i ndi Luke khong hop ¢6 ta, Dave Sharpness da git gi ra di€u hiéu biet, ndi “Thurong nhur the chi la tung hoa mi théi” Lao ngu ndy! RS rang ong
ta dang nghi 1a Luke va Lulu dang ¢ mdt vu ngoai tinh nong bong hay gi day.

Tir tir d4. Toi chop mét, nhin k§ hon vao tim anh. Khong thé nao...

Cb ta khong thé ndo...

Toi voi dura tay bit miéng, nira sdc, nira ¢ ging khong cuoi. OK, t6i biét thué tham tir tu that [ mot viéc ngu ngde. Nhung cai nay s& khién Suze vui
day.

Diing liic t6i dang nhét do ddng anh ot gidy t trd lai phong bi thi di dong ciia t6i reo. “A 162" t6i than trong noi.
“Becky, Jasmine ddy!” mdt giong hio himg vang Ién. “Chi c6 dén khong day?”

Toéi ngac nhién ngdi thing lai. Trude hét, t6i khong nghi ¢6 ai lai dé y dén viée t6i di mudn. Thir hai, Jasmine biét cach ning giong c6 ta kén trén mirc ué
04i chan nan don am tict tir bao gio the?



“Toi dang dén ddy,” t6i noi. “C6 chuyén gi thé?”

“Chuyén anh ban Danny Kovitz ctia chi.”

Toi chot canh giac cao d6. Bimg c6 bao 1 anh Ay da mét himg nhé. Bimg c6 béo 1a anh 4y doi .
“C0... vin d& gi 2?” Khi n6i vy t6i hau nhur khong chiu dyung noi.

“Sao lai thé duge! Anh Ay xong mau thiét ké rdi! Anh dén day roi. Va no tuyét m!”

Cubi cung, cubi ctng, ciing phai c6 chuyén gi do tdt dep chir! Toi dén The Look, Ién thing phong ban gidm dc trén tang sau, noi moi nguoi dang tu tip
chd xem méu thiét ké.

Jasmine gip t6i & cau thang, mét lip lanh.

“Tuyét ]ém éy"’ ¢6 n6i. “Hinh nhur anh 4y da thirc sudt dém dé stra lai n6. Anh ay n6i chuyén di dén Anh nay da mang lai ding thir cam himg cudi cling
ma anh 4y can. Moi ngudi déu phén khoi im. Thé néo ciing chéy hang cho ma xem! Téi da nhén tin cho ban bé va ho déu mudn mua mot cai.”

“Tuyét qua!” toi ngac nhién noi.
T6i khong biét minh ngac nhién vi chuyén gi hon, chuyén Danny da hoan thanh nu thiét ké nhanh dén thé, hay chuyén Jasmine da sbng lai.

“Trong ndy...” Co ta mo canh cira 0 sing mau, v t6i nghe thy giong ciia Danny khi ching toi cling bude vao phong. Anh dang ngdi & mot chiéc ban
dai, dien thuyet dai dong trurde Eric, Brianna ciing toan b nhan sy bd phan marketing va PR.

“D6 chinh xéc i ¥ trong cudi cling ma t6i can phai nim bét,” anh néi. “Nhung mdt khi da tém duge 16...”
“N6 that khac biét!” Brianna n6i. “Rét doc dao”

“Becky!”” Danny chot nhén ra t6i. “Dén xem méu thiét ké nay! Carla, dén day di”

Anh goi c6 ta lai - con ti thi ha hée mdm.

“Cau sao co?” Giong t6i bin ra trong kinh hoang trude khi t6i kip ngin lai.

Méu thiét ké a mot chiéc 4o phong véi duong may nbi chun i, tay o nhéin, ¢6 tinh lam son in thwong higu Danny Kovitz. Ao nén xanh da trdi nhat,
trude nguc 1a hinh cach diéu mdt con bip bé toc do theo kicu thap nién 1960. Bén dudi in mdt cau duy nhat:

CO TA LA CON KHON TOC PO
VA TOI GHET CO TA

T6i hét nhin Danny lai nhin c4i 40 phong, vai keot nhur thé. “Cau khong thé nio...”” Miéng t6i dang hoat dong khong duoc tron tru. “Danny, cau khong

“Khdng tuyét sao?” Jasmine noi.

“Céc tap chi s& yéund.” Mot ¢6 thude bd phan PR git dau lia lia. “Chiing toi da giri cho to Instyle xem o niu va nd s& xuat hign trong myc phai-mua.
Tang keém ca tii dung co chit ky nha thiet ke nira... Ai cling déu muon c6 mot céi cho ma xem”
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“That 1d mdt slogan xuét séc!” mdt ngudi khéc lén tiéng. «'C5 ta 1 con khdn toc do va toi ghét ¢ ta!” ”
Ca phong cudi 16 1én. Trir toi. Toi van con sde. Venetia s& n6i gi chir? Luke s& n6i gi chir?

“Ching ta s€ quang c4o no trén cac bén xe buyt, dan poster, diing trén cac tap chi...” ¢d PR tiép ruc. “Danny da c6 mdt ¥ tudng tuyét voi, anh con mubn
phét trién mAu ndy thanh 40 ba bau nita.”

Déu toi gidt ndy Ién vi khiép hii. Anh 4y mubn cai gi co?

“Y turong tuyét im, Danny!” t6i n6i, hAm hdm liéc anh mdt phat. “Té ciing nghii thé.” Anh mim cudi dép lai, ra vé ngy tho. “Nay, cau c6 thé méc cai do
dide day!”

“Anh ly cam himg tir du vy, anh Kovitz?”” mdt trg Iy marketing tré hd hoi hoi.
“Ai I con khdn toc d6?” c6 P chen vao, bt cuoi thoai méi. “Toi hy vong cd ta khong thiy phién long vi c6 t6i ca ngan chiéc 40 phong n6i vé co ta!”

“Céu thdy sao, Becky?”” Danny nhuéng iy nhin ti ranh ménh. “Becky ciing biét c6 ta a?” Brianna ngac nhién n6i. “C6 ta ¢6 that sao?”



Dot nhién ai ciing 19 vé quan tim

“Khong!” t6i cudng quyt. “Khong! Khong hé! Co ta khong phéi... ¥ t6i ... t0i moi chi dang... suy nghi thi. Sao chiing ta khong md rong ¥ tuéng thiét
ké nay? Ching ta c¢6 thé ¢ slogan v€ ca tdc vang va toc niu nira.”

“Y hay,” Brianna néi. “Anh thiy sao, Danny?”

Trong mit khoanh khéc dimg tim t6i da so anh s& bao, “Khong, phai i toc d6 vi Venetia toc do.” Nhung on trdi, anh Ay git dau.

“Toi thich y niy. Hay chon Iy con khdn ctia riéng ban.” Bt chot anh ngap dai nhu mo. “Con ca phé nita khong?”

On trodi. Tham hoa da duoc déy Iui. Minh s& mang phién ban 40 “toc vang” vé nha va Luke s& khong bao gior biét duoc ngudn gde ciia nd.

“Ching t6i can c4i ndy!” Carla vira ndi vira rét ca phé. “Ca dém qua ching t6i thirc triing. Phai gin hai gior sang Danny moi hoan thanh méu thiét ké. Roi
chiing t6i tim thdy mdt clra hang in trén vai md sudt dém ¢ Hoxton, va ho da thure hién mau dau tién cho ching ta.”

“Cha, chung t6i danh gia cao 1nd Iy ctia cac ban,” Eric trﬁmngﬁm ndi. “Thay mit The Look, t6i xin dugc néi 10i cam on anh, Danny, va d6i ctia anh.”

“T6i xin nhan,” Danny duyén déng néi. “Con t6i thi muén cam on Becky Bloonrvvood, sur hop tac nay ki sang kién ctia c6 dy.” Anh bt dau vo tay, va

61 mién cudng cudi dap lai. Ban khong bao gidr ¢6 thé gian Danny lau. “Vi Becky, nang tho ctia t6i,” Danny n6i thém, nang cao cdc ca phé ma Carla
wira 16t cho anh. “Kho y turong cia to1.”

“Camon.” Toi nang coc vé phia anh. “Mimg anh, Danny.”
“Chj 14 nng tho ctia anh dy 4?” Jasmine hon hén bén canh toi. “Tuyét qua di mat.”

“Thudng thoi...” Toi nhin vai thes 0. Nhung trong ong t6i kha tir hdo. Téi van hiing mong durgc trd thanh ngudn cam himg cho mot nha thiét ké thoi trang
ma!

Piéu do vira dugc chimg minh: Mbi khi cuge sbng dé hoi dén cuce diém 16 s& r& sang hudng khac. Hom nay I mjt ngdy tuyét voi hon t6i trong tuong
hang tri¢u lan. Cudi ciing Luke khdng song cudc doi hai mat. Mau thiet ke ctia Danny c6 ti€m ning s€ chiy hang. Va t6i 1a mit nang tho!

Bén cudi ngiy, 10i da thay quan 4o dwoc vai lan, Vi ning tho ciia thoi trang thich duoc thir nghigm voi bé ngoai ctia minh. Cubi ciing t6i quyét dinh chon
mot chiéc vay vai chiffon mau hong c6 dudng thit eo 1én tan chan nguc d€ che duoc bung bau, niic thém mot chiéc 4o mau ctia Danny, 40 khoac nhung
xanh 14 cay va mii long den.

Minh phai doi mii nhiéu hon mdi durge, néu mudn thanh mdt nang tho. Cai ca trdm nita.

Nam rudi chiéu Danny bong xuét hién trén 16i vao khu Mua sdm C4 nhan. Téi ngac nhién nging Ién. “Ciu van & ddy sao? Vira di dau vé day?”

“A... chi miic d6 dan 6ng lang thang ngoai duong chit,” anh thin mat ndi. “Anh chang Trisan im ¢ dy trong hay nhi?”

“Trisan khong gay dau.” Toi lndm Danny.

“Ké ca thé,” Danny n6i, Ay ra mdt chiéc vay méc budi t6i mau hong tir khu D6 Mic Trén Du thuyén. “Céi nay thd thién qua. Becky, cau khong nén trir
cainay trong kho hang.”

Liic nay anh dang cuc ky phin khich, mbi khi hoan thanh mdt méu thiét ké 1 anh lai thé. T6i nh¢ c4i nd tir hdi con & New York.

““T doi clia cau dau hét rdi?” t6i n6i, dao nit. Nhung tham chi Danny con khong nhén ra toi mia mai.

“Thao hop dong,” anh mo hd néi. “Con Stan thi mang xe di ngim canh roi. Anh ta chua t6i London bao gio. Nay, minh di ubng gi di?”’
“T6 phai vé nha.” T6i ngin ngai nhin ddng hd. “Tdi nay t6 phai gap nit ban cii.”

“Ubng nhanh thdi mi?”” Danny dd ngot. “Chéing méy khi giip cau. Nay, cai gl trén mil cau thé?”

“Cau thich khong?” t6i cham vao nd, hoi ngurong, “Ty nhién t6 thiy thich Iong vii”

“Long vil.” Danny cau may nhin t0i suy nghii. Y tudng vi dai.”

“That é?” mit t6i sang én vi ty hao. C6 khi toan b bd suu tap mdi ctia anh s& dya trén cam himg 16ng vii cling nén, va d6 1a y tudng ctia toi! “Nay, néu
caumuon vé phac thdo chan dung té hay gi...” t6i ndi vé tyr nhién, nhung Danny khong nghe gi ca. Anh di vong quanh t6i, may van cau cham chi.

“Cau nén quang mot chiéc khén 16ng,” anh dot ngdt néi. “Mot chiée ngoai ¢&. Nhur kiéu... khong 16.”

Mot chiée khan quang 1ong ngoai ¢d. Xut sic qua di mét. Dy co thé I diéu vi dai tiép theo! Péy co thé I mot phat minh mdi tam ¢ nhur ti baguette



cta Fendi!

“C6 nhicu khéin 1ng & khu Phy kién Em!” t0i noi. “Ra xem dil” Toi v& Ry i, kéo khoa lai dé dém béo cai phong bi “két qua diéu tra” an toén trong do.
Minh s& hity n6 ngay khi vé nha. Nham liic nao Luke khong dé y.

Ching t6i di thang cubn xudng ting mdt, téi khu Phu kién. “Chiing t6i sdp dong ctra...”” Jane, quan 1y khu phu kién n6i ngay, nhung chot ngung bat khi

“Xin 15i,"’ 61 n6i khong kip thd, khi Danny tién thing t6i ké bay khin long va khan quang, “Chiing t6i khong ¢ dy lau dau. Chi 1 ching toi dang c6 ¥
tudng rat quan trong,..”

“Péy,” Danny n6i, choang Ién ¢ t6i miy c4i khin 1ong vl séc s0. “Chéng han nhu, ci khin 1bng vii to nhit ciu timg thiy.” Anh dang budc tam chiéc
khéan 16ng lai véi nhau thanh hinh mdt céi xtc xich khong 16. “Trong that tuyét voi.”

Toi cam thiy rimg minh 6n lanh khi anh choang khéin quanh t6i. Chiing ti dang im nén lich sir thoi trang, ngay tai ddy! Chiing t6i dang khéi tao mot xu
huéng hoan toan méi! Sang nam ai ai cling s€ quang khén 16ng ngoai ¢& ctia Danny Kovitz. Cac ngdi sao s& quang khan di du Oscars, cdc ctra hang &
khu thurong Turu s€ ban chung vdi gia cét co...

“Khén 1ong Khdng 16,” Danny noi, khi giat mdt soi 1ng x6 khoi chiée khan. “Khong 16. Tht tuyét voi. Ra soi guong dil”” Anh xoay toi mdt vong dbi dién
voi cai grong va t6i ha hoc miéng,

“Er... wow!”
“Tuyét, ding khong?”” Anh nhin t61, cuoi turoi.

Noi that long thi t6i ha hdc miéng Vi trong toi ngu qué. Dau toi hdu nhur mét hit trong dbng Iong vii. Trong toi ctr nhu mdt cai chdi Iong ga khdng b mang
bau viy.

Nhung minh khong dugc thién can nhur thé. Day 13 thoi trang mi. Hoi quin jeans bo sat moi xuét hién lin dAu, c6 khi ngudi ta ciing nghi ching thét 16
bich.

“Tuyét voi,” t6i phi pho n6i, ¢ 101 16ng vii ra khoi mdm. “Cau thét thién tai, Danny a.”

“Gior thi di udng di.” Mat Danny do bimg vi phan khoi. “Minh dang c6 himg uéng Martin

“Cb tinh tién may cai khén 1ong dy cho t6i nhé?” t6i n6i v6i Jane. “Tam cai. Camon cd.”

Ching t6i ra khoi ctra hang, tam trang van hoan toan lng lAng. T6i ddn Danny vong qua goc phd vao Portman Square. ben duong da bat, vai nguoi thét
ca vat den da bat dau ra khoi khach san Templeton. Ho nhin t6i mot cach ky di khi ching toi di ngang qua va t6i c6 nghe thiy vai tiéng cudi ric rich,
nhung t6i chi ngang dau cao hon. Néu duoc ¢ tdm cao thoi trang thi ban phai nhén vai anh mét ky cyc thoi

“Ching ta vao ngay bar trong nay nhé?” t6i goi ¥, dimg lai. “Hoi tdi tan mdt chut, duoc cai & ngay ddy.”

“Mién I ho biét pha d6 udng..” Danny day canh cira kinh naing né i dan ti vao. Bar trong khach san Templeton la mbt bar toan mau be: thimbe, ghé
mau be sang trong con nhan vién phuc vu mic dong phuc be. Trong nay dong nghet khach kicu doanh nhin nhurng t61 van thay c¢é chd canh chiée piano.

“Ra chiém céi ban dang kia di,” t6i n6i voi Danny - 10i dimg chét siing,

Venetia. Ngdi trong goc cach toi vai mét, toc ¢o ta anh én dudi dnh dén, bén canh i mdt anh ching méic com 1 va mdt phu nit trong sang sta. Toi
khong nhan ra ho 1a ai.

“Gi thé?”” Danny ngo t6i. “C6 gi khong 6n 42”

“LA...” Toi nubt khan va kin d4o hit hit dAu vé phia ¢6 ta. Danny nhin theo 4nh nit t6i va hé hc miéng nhur trong kich vi sung suéng,
“Cruella de Venetia ddy ha?”

“Trat tu!” t6i rit 1én.

Nhung da qué mudn, Venetia da quay lai. C ta da trong thay ching toi. C ta dimg ddy tién lai, mdt déng nguwdi thanh t dén khong thé tin duoc trong
b vest nit da gidy cao got, toc ¢ ta van hoan hao nhu the.

Cha sao dau, t6i tyr nhi. Binh finh ndo. T6i khong hiéu sao tim minh lai d&p am am con tay thi dAm md hoi.
A. C6 thé 14 vi trong tdi t6i A mdt phong bi 16n dung murdi tAm anh chup Venetia bang éng tele chuyén dung. Nhung c6 ta dau c6 biét nhi?

“Becky!” C6 ta mim cudi roi hon 1én ca hai ma t6i. “Bénh nhin cung cta t6i. Co khoe khong? Ciing khong con lau nira nhi? Bon tuin nita thoi, phai
khong?”



“Phai. Thé... irm... ¢6 thé ndo, Venetia?”” Giong t4i run run con niit thi chuyén sang miu do - ngoai ra t6i nghi minh dang cur xir kha tir nhién. “Déy i ban
161, Danmy Kovitz.”

“Danny Kovitz.” Mt ¢o ta sang ryc khi nhan ra anh. “Thét vinh hanh qua. Mdi ddy t6i vira mua mdt mon cta anh tai Milan d4y. O phd Corso Como Ay.
Cai a0 khoac dinh crom ay?”

“T6i biét cai d6 rdi! ” Danny hd héi néi. “Toi ca 1 ¢b méc s& siéu hop.”
Sao anh 4y lai tir t& v6i ¢6 ta thé? Anh 4y nén & phe t6i moi phai.

“C6 c6 mua quan & d6 khong?” anh lai néi. Chiiing t6i ¢6 hai kiéu, kiéu 6m sat, dai ¢én mit ca chan va kiéu dng thoai méi. Trong c6 hin s& tuyét im néu
méc kiéu 6m sat.”

“Khong, t6i chi mua mdi a0 khoac.” C6 ta mim cudi v6i anh, rdi liéc nhin ti. “Becky, ¢ c6 vé ndng nuc giira... dam long vii dy. C6 khong sao chir?”’
“Toi... 6n!” Toi thdi vai soi 1ng cho khoi dinh vao son mbi minh. “Day i y twéng thdi trang m6i ctia Danny.”
“U.” Venetia nhin chiéc khén 1ong vii khong 10 ctia toi nghi ngai. “C6 diéu, co biét ddy, dé co thé bi nong qué trong liic mang thai khong tot dau.

Pling giong c6 ta. Lai én 16p t6i. Bao toi réng thdi trang ¢ hai cho strc khoe. Nhung dung 1 t6i ciing bt dau toat md hdi dam dia - nén danh mién
cudng thao khan, cdi do khoac.

Im king ky la. Trong mot thoang t6i khong hiéu rd Fim sao Venetia ctr nhin ngue t6i chiim chiip. Roi da day toi quéin 1én khi nhdn ra.
Toi dang mic 4o mau ctia Danny, T6i liéc xudng - va n6 ndm do, 16 rang nhur ban ngy.

CO TA LA CON KHON TOC BO

VA TOI GHET CO TA

Chét tiét.

“Thue ra toi thiy kha lanh!” t6i lai cubn cai khéin quanh ¢b, ¢ ging mdt cach tuyét vong dé che tac phAmdo di. “Brrr! O day lanh chét mét. Ma da dén
mua lanh cong chura nhi?”

“N6 viét cai gi vay?”” Venetia noi, giong la hin. “Ao cta c6 4y?”

“Khong c6 gi dau ma,” t6i n6i, d6 mat. “Khong c6 gi! Chi la... mjt cau dua! Y t6i 13, dwong nhién d6 khong phai i ¢o6. Ma 1 mot con khén toc do
khac. A quén... mdt phy nit téc do khac. Mot ngudi toc do khac.”

Thé ndy khong 6n rdi.

“Gioi lim, Becky,” Danny thi tham vao tai toi. “Khéo nhil”

Venetia hit vio that sau, nhu thé ¢b kiém ché. Trong ¢ ta khé khé chiu, gior toi da dé y thiy r

“Becky,” cubi cing ¢ ta n6i, “minh n6i chuyén mot chit droc khong?”

“N6i chuyén 42" t6i kip lai ddy cang thing,

“U’, n6i chuyén. Chi hai chiing ta thoi. N6i chuyén riéng, Anh khong phién chir?” C6 ta danh it sang Danny.

“Dinhién. Toi s€ di mua dd ubng cho ching ta.” Anh bién ra chd quy bar va trong long t6i lién cam thiy run so khi quay sang dbi dién véi Venetia. Giira
doi mit cd ta c6 mot vét nhan do cau may, va ¢0 ta dang nhip nhip tay lén than céi ly. Trong ¢ ta nhu mbt i hiéu truong duyén dang tré dep dang
chuan bi bao vai toi rang toi vira lam ca trrong that vong,

“E hém!” t6i Jy ra mot giong vui vé. “C6 khoe chir?”

C6 ta khong thé doc durgc suy nghi ctia minh, t6i dién cudng tw nhit. C6 ta khong hé biét minh thué ngudi theo ddi ¢6 ta. C6 ta khong thé chimg minh
dugc rang cai 4o nay Ia ndi ve co ta. Cir vo ngdy tho 1a xong.

“Nghe ny, Becky.” Venetia ubng mot hoi can ly. “Ta néi 16 chuyén khén kiép nay nhé.”
To6i chim chiip nhin ¢ ta, sdc. CO phéi co ta vira n6i tir “khdn kiép’” khong nhi?

“Ching toi van luén 96 ging dé c6 khong thiy kho chiu gi.” vét nhin ciia Venetia su hon. “Ching t6i mudn... t6i khong biét nita. Mudn than thién hét
strc ¢ thé. Nhung néu c6 chon to thai d§ theo cach nay...” C6 ta chi tay vao cai 4o phong,



C6 gi d6 minh khong hiéu & day. Thue ra, minh khong hiéu gi ca.
““Ching to7’, ¥ 6 i sa0?” ti

Venetia nhin t6i chiim chi nhur thé nghi ngd t6i by ¢6 ta. R, mot cach cue ky chm rdi, nét mit ¢6 ta thay doi. C6 ta tho hit ra va bop tran. “Oi trdi,”
¢0 ta ndi, hau nhur chi voi chinh minh.

Toi thiy mot linh tinh x4u 4p dén, tan sau thim bén trong. Mot cam giac nhur con budn ndn bong rat dang chim chdm dang lén. Khong thé ndo ¢b ta lai
n6i t6i diéu ma toi...

Khong thé nio.

Tiéng 6n 40 ctia quén bar bdng nhd di thanh nhirng am thanh lao xao vut qua. Toi nudt khan vai lan, ¢4 binh fish. Toi biét minh nghi ¢6 thé c6 chuyén gi
d6 dang dién ra. T6i biét minh da n6i v6i Suze, Danny va Jess.

Nhung bét thinh finh, gior dtmg & day, t6i nhan ra minh tham chi con chura timg nghi ¢ chuyén d6 that. Chura thire sw nghi thé. Chura thue sur.

“C n6i cai gi thé?” 61 hau nhur khong diéu khién ndi giong minh nira. “Chinh x4c ¥ ¢ 1 gi?”

Mot nhan vién phuc vu bung khay d6 udng di ngang qua, Venetia lién dira tay ra can anh ta lai.

“Vodka tonic da,” ¢ ta noi. “Ngay lap tirc. C6 udng gi, Becky?”

“C.... ndi cho 61 biét di.”” Mt t6i cham niit ¢6 ta toe lra. “Cho ti biét co dang n6i chuyén gi.”

Tay bdi ban dira chd khic va Veneria lta tay vao toc. Trong 0 ta hoi mét binh tinh trude - phan tmg ctia t61. “Becky... chuyén nhur the ndy ludn chang dé
dang gi. C6 nén biét ring Luke cam thiy rat tdi t& trudc nhitng chuyén dang dién ra. Anh 4y thirc s quan tim dén c6. Tham chi anh 4y s& rit gidn néu

biét t6i lai di noi cho 6 biét.”

Trong mdt thoang t6i khong biét tra 1 sao. Toi chi trimg trng nhin c6 ta, ca ngudi t6i gdng én. Toi cam thiy nhur minh vira bi ném sang mdt vl try song
song khac.

“Co dang n6i cai gl thé?” t6i trdm giong nhic lai.

“Anh 4y thure sur khong mudn Bm ton thurong c6.” Venetia nga ngudi lai gAn toi hon, va t6i ngiri thy huong Allure sac kn dén budn non. “Nhu anh 4y
van noi.. anh y da pham phai mot sai lAm. Thuén tly va don gian. Anh da cud6i nham nguoi. Nhung d6 khong phai 0i cta ¢6.” C6 gi d6 bat dau dam
vao nguc t6i. Trong mot Iat t6i khdng chic minh ¢6 n6i ndi vi soc.

“Luke khong cudi nhdm ngudi,” cubi ciing t6i ging n6i. “Anh dy da cudi ding ngudi. Anh dy yéu toi, hiéu chira? Anh 4y yéu to1.”

“Hai nguoi gap nhau ngay sau khi anh 4y chia tay voi Sacha ding khong?” Venetia gat dau, du t0i ching tra 101 g ca. “Anh dy ké cho toi nghe hét rdi.
C6 1a mot thay d6i d& chiu, Becky a. C6 1am cho anh 4y cuoi. Nhung c6 khé long & cling ding cap vai anh dy. C6 khong thire su hiéu anh dy I thé
I]ao 2

“T6i hiéu.” Co hong t6i hoat dong khong duoc chuan. “Toi hoan toan hiéu Luke! Chiing t6i da di du lich vong quanh thé gi6i dé hurong tudn tring mat...”
“Becky, t0i quen biét Luke tir khi anh Ay méi murdi chin tubi.” ¢6 ta cét 11 t6i, ngao nghé, khong khoan nhuong. “T6i hiéu anh 4y. Nhimg gi ching t6i
tirng trai qua & Cambridge thit ménh Liét. That say dam Anh ay [a moi tinh dau dich thuc cua t61. Toi 1a moi tinh dau dich thue ctia anh ay. Chiing t6i nhur
Odysseus va Penelope. Khi chiing ti gip lai nhau trong phong tur van ctia t6i...” C6 ta ngung lai. “Toi xin 16i. Nhung c hai chiing t6i déu nhan ra diéu
do, ngay lap tirc. Van de chi con Ia s& cho ¢d bict khi nao va ¢ dau nira thoi.”

Chan t6i duong nhur min ra thanh cat bui. Mat ti do dan. Toi cu nam chit c4i khin 1ong ngu ngbe trén cd minh, cd ging nghi ra mt cau gl d6 tht ngin
gon, hai hude. Nhung dau t6i cir nhur mdt dun vai flannel niing né. Toi c6 cam giac that kinh khing réng nuréc it minh dang ln trén ma.

“Chila van dé chon thoi diém.” Venetia d5 udng tay phuc vu dua cho. “Luke khéng mudn néi gi cho t6i khi ¢6 sinh con. Nhung t6i nghii c6 déng diroc
biét sy that.”

“Hom qua ching t6i da cling nhau di xem xe noi.” Giong ti phét ra khan diic. “Néu thé thi sao anh Ay lai cling di xem xe noi véi t6i?”

“A,,dl'ra con thi anh Ay rét hao himg!” Veneria ngac nhién n6i. “Anh 4y mubn duoc gip con thurong xuyén sau khi...” C6 ta ¢d ¥ bo dé cau ndi. “Anh dy
muon moi thir that than thién. Nhung hién nhién diéu d6 phu thude vao ¢6.”

Toi khong thé nghe cai giong ngot ngao diéu tra ctia ¢6 ta thém phut ndo nira. Toi phai ra khoi day.

“C6 nhim rdi, Venetia,” t6i n6i, vung vé vat 1on nhét minh vao 4o khodc. “C6 nhdm to. Luke va t6i c6 mdt cude hon nhan bén virg va day tinh yéu!
Chiing t6i ctng nhau cuoi dua, néi chuyén, va sex.”

Venetia chi nhin ti bang anh ¥t thuong hai vo han. “Becky, Luke chi v im thé dé c6 vui théi. C6 lam gi ¢6 cude hon nhan ndo. Gidr thi lam gi con



nira.”

Toi khong chd dé noi 1oi ram biét véi Danny. Toi | loang choang bude thiing ra khoi quan bar va vay taxi. Sudt ching dudng vé nha, timg 1i ciia Venetia
ot trd di trd lai trong dau 161, cho dén khi t6i mudn non.

Chuyén d6 khong thé 1a that, t6i lién tuc twr nhi. Khong thé ndo.

Tét nhién 14 6 thé, mot giong dép 161 khe kh&. D chinh 1 nhing g miy van nghi ngo.
Toi than the vio nha va ngay lap tirc nghe tiéng Luke, anh dang di di lai lai trong bép.
“Chao em!” anh chao vdira.

Cb hong t6i cang ctmg dén mirc ching thé dap loi. Toi cam thiy iét. Cubi cing, Luke thd du qua cira. Anh da dién xong quin dur tiéc va 4o Armani
thanh lich. No budm Iong vong quanh c6, cho t6i that nhu t61 van thuong lam

T6i nhin anh khong biét n6i gi. Anh sép bo em vi Venetia ddy u? Ca cudc hon nhén ciia ching ta chi 1 mdt sai im u?Chéo, em yéu.” Anh nhap mit
NEUM rUQuL.

T6i cam thiy nhur dang dtmg trén mép vire. Chi can toi én tiéng, moi thir s& tiéu tan.

“Becky? Emyéu?” Luke tién vai budc lai chd t6i, trong bi rdi. “Em cé sao khéng?”” Anh nhin cai khén 1ong vii to md.
Minh khong thé. Minh khong thé hoi thing anh. Minh rit so phai nghe nhiing gi anh s& néi.

“Em di chuin bi ddy,” t6i thi thAm, khong thé nhin thang vao mét anh. “Chiing ta can di sém nhi.”

Toi vao phong ng, coi dd, nhét cai do phong Danny thiét ké xudng day i, chd Luke s& khong bao gids nhin vio. RAi toi tim qua loa, hy vong nhur thé s&
gitip minh thiy khé hon. Nhung khong hé. Khi t6i thdy minh trong gwong, quén khiin tim, trong t6i ¢6 vé s sét va tai xanh.

Thoinao, Becky. Vénh mit 1én. Nghi minh that quyén rii di. Nghi minh [ Catherine Zeta Jones di. Toi 161 chiéc vay 6m sat mau da troi thAm moi nmua ra
nic, nghi rang n6 s€ khién minh vui 1én d6i chit. Nhung chang hi€u sao chiéc vay trong ching con dep nhu lic dau. N6 khong dm sat, nd diim do. Toi
kéo phéc mo tuya - nhung khong duoc.

No chat qua.

Chiéc vay hoan hao cta t6i quéa chat. Han [ t6i d4 phét phi ra nhidu. Bung toi, hay dui t6i, hay dau d6. Ca co thé t6i dot nhién phinh ra khong 16.

Toi ¢6 thé cam nhin duge cdm minh dang rung rung, nhung van tuyét vong mim chit mdi lai. Minh s& khong khoc. Toi lai ¢d hét stc coi cai vay ra va
tién lai phia ti tim cai gi d6 khac. Roi t61 lai thay minh trong gurong - va sting nguoi. Toi dang di lach bach.

Toi 1a mdt vat thé quai di tring 16p, béo 1, di lach bach...

To6i ngdi xudng girong, chong mét. Pau t6i nhirc nhur buia bd con it thi hoa n. Théo nao anh chon Venetia.
“Becky, emkhong sao chir?” Luke dimg & cira, nhin t6i lo king, T6i tham chi con khong dé y thdy anh nira.

“Em...” Nude mit khién ¢6 t6i nghen ngio. “Em...”

“Trong em khong khoe im. Sao em khong nim nghi mdt chit nhi? B¢ anh di Ay nudc cho em.”

Khi nhin anh di, giong Venetia lai hién 1én nhur con rén cudn minh rrong dau toi. Anh dy chi v im thé dé c6 vui thoi.

“Cua emddy.” Giong Luke khién t0i giat nay minh. Anh dua cho t6i mdt cbe nu6e va hai chiég banh s6 ¢6 la. “Anh nghi em nén nghi mot lat.” Toi cdm
lay coc nirde nhung khdng uong, Dot nhién moi thir déu nhur dién. Anh dang dién. To6i dang dien.

“Thé con vy hop mit ban cii thi sa0?” cudi cing t6i néi. “Minh can di s6m.”

“Minh ¢6 thé t6i mudn. Hoac khong t6i ciing duroc. Em yéu, em udng chit nurde rdi nam xubng nghi di...”

Toi mién cudng udng mdt ngum nurde roi dit dau xudng gbi. Luke dip chin cho t6i roi king 18 roi khoi phong,

Toi khong biét minh da nim do6 bao au. C6 thé 1 ba muroi gidy. Ciing c6 khi 1 sau gio. Sau d6 t6i biét 1 hai muroi phit.
Va 10 ti nghe ¢6 giong ndi. Giong anh. Ca giong c6 ta. Pang di

“.. hy vong em khong phién...”



... khong, khong sao ma. Luke, anh goi dién cho em 14 ding d4y. Pugc 1di, bénh nhan sao 16i?”
Toi mo mit ra - va con a¢ mong thanh hién thyre. L I trurde it 64, 1a Venetia.

C6 ta da thay mdt bo dam da tiéc khiéu vil vai taffeta den, chan vay ngéin bong bénh, than vay khong day. Téc c6 ta van cao, kim cwong lp lanh trén
tai. Trong c6 ta nhu mdt nang cong chiia.

“Luke néi c6 khong duoc khoe ha Becky?” C6 ta cudi ngot nhur xi 6. “Dé t6i kham nhé.”
“Co lam gi & day?” t6i hét én.

“Luke goi dién cho t6i. Anh 4y lo Eing im!” Venetia dit tay lén tran toi va t6i nhin mit. “Dé t6i xem c6 c6 sot khong ndo.” C6 ta ngdi Ién giwong, vy
taffeta sot soat, mo cai cdp y t€ mini ra.

“Luke, em khong mudn cd ta & day!” Khong hé bao trude, nude miét trio trén mit toi. “Em khong bj 6m!”
“Ha mi¢ng ra.” Venetia dinh nhét cai nhiét ké vao miéng t6i.

“Khong!” t6i ngoanh mt di nhu mdt dtra tré khong chiu an chao. “Thoi ndo, Becky,” Venetia ndi, giong db danh. “T6i chi muén do nhiét d6 co thé ¢o
thoi ma.”

“Becky,” Luke cam tay toi, “thdi nio em. Chiing ta khong thé dé c6 bt ctr nguy hiém gi.”

“Em khong 6m...” Loi t6i nghen lai khi Venetia tong cai nhiét ké vio mom t6i rd

“Em thye sy nghi khong nén dé c6 4y di ciing ti nay,” c6 ta 161 Luke qua mdt bén, néi nhd. “Anh c6 thé thuyét phyc c6 4y & nha nghi ngoi khong?”
“Tt nhién rdi.” Luke git dau. “Cho bon anh giri i xin 16i nhé.”

“Anh ciiing & nha sa0?” Venetia cau miy. “Luke, em thyre su nghii...” C6 ta goi Luke ra ngoai nhung t6i van nghe thy nhiing tiéng ri rAm tir hanh lang,
Vai phitt sau Luke quay lai, mang theo mdt binh nude.

Ai @6 da thét no cho anh, t6i dot nhién nhin thiy. T6i mubn oa khoc.

“Becky, em yéu, Venetia nghi ring em dirng nén lo king qua.”

Toi king I nhin anh tran trdi, miéng van ngdm nhiét ké.

“Anh Y nha véi em, dgmg phién Néu emmudn viy.” Anh ngip ngimg nguong nghiu. “Nhung... néuem lghéng phién, anh s& chi tat qua do chumg
nira tiéng thoi, ¢ d6 c6 rat nhiéu ngurdi anh mong duoc gap lai” C6 hong i dang ngat. Nude mat lai dang day mt t6i. Gio' t0i ¢6 the nhin thay moi thir,
10 rang. Anh mudn di du tiéc voi Venetia. Bon ho da dung Ién toan bg chuyén nay.

To6i nén lam gi day? Van xin anh dimg lm thé w? T6i ¢6 nhiéu kiéu hénh hon thé.

“Puoc thdi,” t61 khe n6i, quay dau di dé anh khong thay nurde mit t6i. “Bi di.”

“Gi co?"

“Pugc thoi.” Toi 161 cai nhiét ké ra khoi mdm “Anh di di”

Laico tiéng st soat khi Venetia tién vao. “Dé xemndo.” C6 ta hoi cau may nhin nhiét ké. “C6 bi sbt nhe. Uéng paracetamol nhé.”

C6 ta dura t6i hai vién thudc va ti ubng bang nuréc Luke mang dén.

“Em chiic 1 minh khong sao chi?”” anh néi, nhin t6i lo Eing

“Véng, anh di vui nhé.” Téi kéo chin trim dau va cam thiy mrde it dam dia trén gdi.

“Tam biét, em yéu.” Toi cam thiy Luke vO vd én cai chén. “Nghi ngoi mot chit di.”

C6 vai tiéng néi chuyén nita, 10i toi nghe tiéng sp cira vong lai. Thé ddy. Ho di roi.

Toi ctr ndm do, tham chi khong nhiic nhich. Gén nira tiépg sau, t0i tung chén ra, lau kho nude mét Toi ra khoi girong, loang choang di vao phong timva
nhin minh trong gwong. Minh kinh qua. Mat t6i sung phong, dé ngau. Ma chang chit vét nudc mat. Toc dinh khap nit.

Toi t¢ nurde ken mat 1o ng61 xubng thanh bon tim. Minh nén am gi day? Khong thé ctr ngdi ddy ca dém, ban khoan lo Fing va tudng tuong ra diéu toi t&
nhat dugc. Tha minh dudi theo bat qua tang con hon. Tha minh tan niit chimg kién con hon.



Minh s& dén d6. Y nghi &y xuyén qua toi nhur mdt vién dan.

Toi s& dén budi hop miit ban cii Ay ngay bay gid, chinh phut ndy. Cé gi ngin duoc t6i chir? Toi dau c6 dm? Toi khoe.

T6i trd lai phong ngi1 v6i quyét tm sat thép moi. Toi mo canh cura ti quén 40, 16i ra mot chiéc dam bau kiéu kaftan vai chiffon den mua tir hdi hé nhung
chura ting nmc vi thing thinh qua. Gid' thi 6n 10i. Thém phu kién nita. Mot chudi hat dai ip lanh... mot doi cao got Ip lanh... hoa tai kim cuong... Toi m
hop dung do trang diém va cét hre trang diém that nhanh.

Toi I lai miy budc va nhin minh mot krot tir déu dén chan trong Trong ciing.. dwoc. Khong hin 1 bo dién nhat cia t6i, nhung ciing dugc.

Adrenalin chay ran rat trong t6i khi toi vé [y mot chiéc xic ding bubdi tdi nhét chia khoa, dién thoai va vi vao. Toi choang quanh vai mbt chiéc khén san
10 tién thing ra khoi cira, mét vénh lén cuong quyét. Minh s& cho bon ho biét tay. Hoac dén bt qué tang bon ho. Hay... gi ddy. Minh khong phai I nan
nhAn bac nhuroc ngoan ngoén ndm yén trén giudng trong khi chong dang tung ting voi con khéc.

Toi xoay x& bt duoc mot chiéc taxi ngay & ngoai tda nha, va khi né chuyén banh, t6i nga lung ra sau, tdp nhitng cau s& ndi khi dbi dién bon ho. Minh
can phai ngang cao dau, chadm biém nhung phai that cao quy. Va khong dugc da khoc hay danh Venetia.

Um, ¢6 khi minh dénh ¢6 ta ciing duoc. Mot cai tit nay lra vao niit, sau khi ding v6 mom véi Luke.
“Ding ndo thi anh van dang c6 vo ma,” t6i thi thao tap ndi cu nay. “Anh di quén gi do, ding khong Luke? Nhur vo anh chang han?”

Gio ching t6i da sap dennm, va tmthaydaummhongonngangthang nhung 61 méc xAc n6. Minh van s& lam thé. Minh s& manh me. Khi taxi d6 lai
61 dura cho tai xé mot dng tién nhin nhim rdi xubng xe. Troi bit diu d6 mura, gi6 lanh lia qua chiéc kaftan vai chiffon ctia t6i. T6i cin vao trong ngay.

Téi dibude ﬂﬁp’buéc cao qua khoang sin ngoai troi vé phia canh cong d4 do so clia toa nha Guildhall 10i qua tiép nhitng canh cira gb soi ning né. Bén
trong, khu vire ticp tan ching day nhimg chim bong bay méu xanh nhat bom hé L, mdt banner dé “Gép mit cyu sinh vién Cambridge” va mdt tam bang
khong 16 dinh kin anh cii cta sinh vién. Tru6e mat t0i la mdt nhom bon ngudi dan 6ng dang vo vai nhau kéu lén *Khong thé tin dugc i céu con song,
thang khi!” Khi t6i con dang ngan ngai chura biét di dau thi mt c6 gai dién dam da tiéc d6 ngdi cho cai ban phu khdn ngang [én cuoi voi toi

“Xin chao! Chi ¢6 gidy moi khong?”

“Chdng t6i c6.” Toi n6i giong binh tinh, nhur mdt vi khéch binh thurdng, “Anh iy dén trude i Luke Brandon.” C6 gi ay theo danh séach khéch mdi, rdi
durng lai.

“Vang!” C6 cuoi voi toi. “Moi chi vao, chi Brandon.”

Toi di theo mOt nhom cac anh chang dang dua bdn vao Hoi trurong 1om, tur dong nhan Jay mdt ly champagne. T6i chura timg t6i ddy nén khong ngo 1 nd
lai rong dén thé. Noi day c6 nhitng khung ctra s6 kinh méw, nhitng brc tuwong d4 ¢ va ca mot dan nhac dang choi & byc phia trén, at ca tiéng khach
khira 6n a0 n6i chuyén. Moi ngudi déu dién gio trang trong, di loanh quanh, n6i chuyén va ding tiéc buffet, mot s6 con dang khiéu vii nhitng diéu valse
¢0 dién, y nhu trong phim. T6i nhin quanh, ¢d gang tim Luke hay Venetia, nhung ca phong nhin dau cung thay nhitng phu nit mc ddmdep va dan dng
dién com I€ den, thdm chi vai ngudi con méc ca comIé dudi tom..

Thé rdi toi thiy bon ho. Pang nhay cing nhau.

Luke n6i ding, anh nhay valse dep nhu Fred Astaire vay. Anh dura Venetia hrdt qua san nhur m6t chuyén gia. Vay c6 ta bdng bénh, dAu 6 ta nga ra sau
khi c6 ta cuoi voi Luke. Ho dang bén nhau trong mot khoanh khac hoan hao. Cap tuyét voi nhat trong phong,

Toi dirng chon chan trén san quan sat ho, chiéc vay kaftan dinh bét vao cing chén toi. TAt ca nhitng cAu cham biém, gidn dit ma t6i chudn bi trude chot
kho can trén mdi ti. T6i con khong chic minh ¢6 thé thd duge khong, chira n6i dén noi.

“Co khong sao chit?”” Mt nhan vién phuc vu néi voi toi, nhung giong anh ta duong nhu vong lai tir cach xa ca dam con mat anh ta thi mo' mo. Toi chua
tirng nhay valse voi Luke du chi mot lan. Va gio thi da qua mudn.

“Co Ay nght rdil” 161 ¢6 thé cam thiy c6 ai d6 do Ay minh khi chan t6i khuyu xudng, Tay t6i va phéi cai gi do, tai t6i ong ong nghe thiy tiéng mot phu nix
hét Ién “Lay nude! Co mot phu nit c6 thai & day!”

Roi tht c4 t5i sim lai.
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Toi tirng nghi hon nhan 1a méii mai. Toi thue sy ngh the. Toi nghi Luke va t0i s& clng nhau song dén bac dau. Hay it nhét, dén gi. (Toi khong dinh dé
minh bi bac tdc, khong bao gio. Va khong bao gio mic may bd vay thd thien ddo cap ay.)

Nhung chiing t6i s& khong cing nhau sdng dén gia. Ching ti s& khong diroc ngdi bén nhau trén ghé bing, hay ngiim nhin i chéu dia nghich. Tham chi
61 con khong thé trai qua tubi ba muroi bén anh. Cude hon nhén ciia ching t6i thé I tan va.

Ctr mdi JAn ¢6 ging n6i ra t6i déu nghi minh s& khoc nén 61 van hdu nhur chira néi gi. May nin thay, ciing chiing c6 ai ma n6i. Toi dang & trong mdt
phong tu thue bénh vién Cavendish, dém qua ho dura t6i dén day. Néu ban mubn duoc chiy & bénh vién, chi can dén cing mot bac si 1 ndi tiéng trong
bd do sang trong. Toi chura timg thay nhidu y t4 chay quanh minh thé bao g Péu tién ho tudng i sap dé, r6i lai ngtii ¢6 khi t61 bi tién san giat, nhung
cudi cung ho quyét dinh toi chi hoi qua mét va mat mrdc. Thé 1 ho cho i ndm & giurdng ndy, truyén nude bién. Chdc nita im xong thil tuc ra vién, toi
s€ vé nha.

Luke & bén toi ca dém qua. Nhung t6i khong thé me 101 ndi chuyén voi anh duoc. Nén t6i danh v nhu dang ngi, thim chi ngay ca khi anh kh& hoi,
“Becky? Em ddy chua?”’ Nic sang nay.

Gio thi anh da di dau d6 témrfra nén t6i mo mét. D6 B mdt cin phong rét xinh xén, twong son xanh I ciy nhat, 6 ca mdt chiéc sofa nho. Nhung ai
quan tdm chir, khi doi toi the 1a hét? Con gi quan trong nita dau?

T6i biét ti 16 hon nhan tan v 1 hai phan ba, hodc gi dy. Nhung toi van that long nghi rang...

To6i nghi chung t6i s&.... Toi gat mrdc mét that manh tay. Minh s& khong khoc.

“Xin chio?” Clra bat md va mit ¢d y ta ddy xe vao. “An sang nhé?”

“Camon,” t6i n6i, giong khan khan, 101 ng01 day khi co xep 261 quanh toi. Toi ubng mdt ngum tr, an mot méu banh mi nuéng, chi dé con toi i khong bi
6i. RAi toi xem hinh anh minh  trong chiéc guong hop phén. Troi oi, trong minh kinh qué. Mt t6i van con dinh db trang diém hom qua, toc 16i bi vi con
mra. Va cai duogc goi la “truyén nurde” chéng 6 tich sw gi voi lan da cia t6i ca.

Trong minh nhur @6 bo di.

Toi nhin minh trén trén, cay déng, Chuyén ndy vin xéiy ra v6i bt cir ai. Ban Ay chong va nghii moi thir thét tuygt, nhung chong ban ludn ngoai tinh, va rdi
anh ta bo ban vimot & toc d6 choéi ndo do. Le ra minh phai thay trudc 16i. LE ra minh khong nén chi quan.

Minh d danh cho anh nhitng néim théng twroi dep nhit doi, va gid anh ném minh sang mdt bén vi mdt 4 ngudi mu tré trung hon,
Um, OK, t6i mdi chi danh cho anh c6 mdt nim rudi doi minh. Va c6 ta gia hon t6i. Nhung ciing ding

Canh cira lai khé chuyén dong v t6i cimg dor ca ngudi. Mot gidly saun6 mo ra va Luke thén trong tién vao. Dui mit anh hoi thim quing mot chit, toi
dé y thay, va anh da cat phai mét khi cao rau.

Tét. Minh mirng vi anh d bi thé.
“Emtinh rdil”” anh n6i. “Em thiy trong ngudi thé nao?”

Toi git dau, mim chéit moi. Toi s& khong cho anh dwoc ha hé vi thély t6i dau khd. Toi s& giit phim gié cuia minh, ngay ca khi diéu d6 dong nghia véi viée
t01 chi c6 thé néi kicu tirng am tict mot

“Trong em khé hon 16i.”” Anh ngdi xudng girdng, “Anh lo cho em qua.”

MOt 1an nita t6i lai nghe thiy giong lanh tanh, qua quyét ctia Venetia: Luke chi v im thé dé c6 vui thoi. Toi ngudc 1én va bt gip anh it anh, muén anh
16 mt that, tim kiém nét so hé trén mét anh. Nhung anh dién giéi chura timg thy. Trong vai mdt nguoi chong lo lang, day yéu thurong dang ngoi bén
girong bénh vo.

Toi van lubn biét Luke rit giéi PR. DS 1 nghé ctia anh. LA thir d bién anh thanh triéu pht. Nhung toi chura timg hinh dung dugc anh lai gioi dén mite
nay. Toi chura bao gio biet anh ¢6 thé... hai mit dén mirc ndy. “Becky?”” Liic ndy anh c6 nhin mit t6i. “Moi chuyén on chir?”’

“Khong. Khong 6n.” Im king tia t6i trong lic 61 By hét sirc Ién tiéng. “Luke... em biét.”
“Em biét?” Giong Luke van d& chiu nhung ngay Bp tirc trong méit anh 4nh Ién vé phong vé. “Biét gi?””
“Dlmg gid v nita, OK?” t6i kho nhoc nuét khan. “Venetia d4 ké hét véiem C6 ta ké hét nhitng gi dang dién ra.”

“Co dyké voi em?” Luke dimg bat ddy, mit that kinh. “C6 4y khong co quyén...” Anh ngung giita cau va quay di. Va tan sau tham trong long, toi cam
thay mdt cti soc khing khi€p. Dt nhién moi bo phan trén co thé t6i déu dau don. Pau t6i, nit t6i, chan tay toi.

Toi da khong nhan ra minh da c6 kién tri bau viu vao tia hy vong cudi cing 4y ra sao. Réing Luke s& 6m t6i vao long, giéi thich moi chuyén va n6i anh yéu
t61. Nhung tia hy vong ay ciling da tan bién. Moi thir da keét thic roi.



“C6 I8 vi ¢6 ta nghi em can phai biét.” Bang cach nao do t6i da Iy dwoc mdt giong cham biém chua cay. “C6 & ¢6 ta nghil em s& quan tam!”

“Becky... anh chi ¢b bao vé em” Luke quay lai - va trong athue sy dau kho. “Em dang mang bau. Va huyét ap.”

“Thé khi ndo anh m6i dinh cho em biét?”

“Anh khong biét nita.” Luke thd hit ra, budc lai phia ctra sb 1di trd lai. “Chéc 1 sau khi con ra doi. Anh dinh chd xem moi chuyén... két thic thé ndo.”
“Em hiéu.”

Dot nhién t6i khong thé chiu dung duoc nita. Toi khong thé im ra vé kiéu héinh va trudng thanh nira. T6i mubn la hét vao mit anh. T6i mubn da khoc
nirc nd va némmoi thr.

“Luke, xin anh... di di.” Giong t6i khong 16n hon 16i thi thim. “Em khong mudn n6i chuyén niy. Em mét.”
“U.” Anh khong nhich mot phan. “Becky...””
“Gi nita?”

Luke vudt mt that manh, nhu thé ¢ ging gat di nhig vén dé ctia minh. “Anh dang dinh di Geneva. Khai trong quy dau tw De Savatier. Bubi € nay
den vao thoi diém khong thé t€ hon. Anh c6 thé hiy...”

“Ctr di di. Ems& 6n thoi.”

“Becky...”

“Di Geneva di.” Toi quay di, nhin chiim chim vao bure trdng bénh vién mau xanh I4.
“Chiing ta phéi ndi chuyén ndy,” anh kién tri. “Anh cn phéi giai thich.”

Khong, Khong, khong, khong. Toi khong dinh nghe anh ké lai chuyén anh da phii long Venetia thé néo, chuyén anh chua bao gity ¢6 ¥ im ton throng
t61 nhung anh khong thé cudng lai minh, chuyén anh van coi toi la mdt ngudi ban

Toi tha khong biét gi vé nhimg chuyén d6 con hon, khong bao gio biét.

“Luke, dé emyeén!” Toi gao Ién, khong quay déau lai. “Em da n6i 101, em khong mudn ndi chuyén nay. Dii sao em ciing nén giit binh tinh vi con. Anh
khong nén lam em buodn buc.”

“U. Thoi duoc. Thé anh di”

Lic ndy giong ctia chinh Luke ciing da trd nén kha dau khd. Hir, s xui nhi.

T6i dé y thay anh bude ngang qua phong, chim i, ngan ngai.

“Me anh dén London r6i,” anh néi. “Nhung dimg lo, anh da néi me dé emyén.”

“Puoc rd,” t6i Am bam vai cai géi

“Khi ndo vé anh s& gip em. TAam i an trura thir Sau, dwoc chir?”

To6i khong dap 16i. Y anh i sao, anh s& gip t6i? Khi anh dén chuyén hét d6 sang nha Venetia? Khi anh triéu tip cc ludt sur ban chuyén ly hon?

Mot quéing im Eing rat lau, nhung t6i biét Luke van con & do, cho t6i dap. Nhung rdi, cudi cling t6i ciing nghe tiéng cira mo r0i dong lai, va tiéng budc
chan anh nhé dan r6i mat han vé phia cudi hanh lang,

Murdi phit sau t6i moi nhic du én. Toi thiy moi thir nhur khong thire va md do, nhur thé dang trong mdt gide mo. Toi khong thé tin ring toan bd chuyén
nay dang thyre sy xay ra. Toi mang thai tim thang, Luke ngoai tinh v&i bac sisan ctia t6i va cudc hon nhan cua ching toi sap két thiic.

Cudc hon nhéan ciia ching t6i sép két thic. Toi tyr nhic lai nhig tir d6 v6i chinh minh, nhung nghe van khong that. Toi khong thé chip nhan diéu do.
Duong nh méi ndm phiit true thoi ching i con dang di tréing mat, hanh phiic nam thur gidin trén bai bién. Con dang khiéu vii trong d4m cu6i & viron sau
nha b me t6i, t6i mic bd vay cudi cii day dang ten ciia me, hoa cai léch. Ca mot cude hop bao ngimg lai bat dong khi anh dua cho t6i to hai muroi
bang, dé t6i mua chiéc khiin quang Denny and George. Nhé lai nhitng ngay khi t6i con hédu nhu chua biét anh, khi anh con i chang Luke Brandon quyén
1ii bi 4n va t6i thdm chi con chéng chic anh c6 biét tén minh khong,

Toi cém thiy sdu théim long minh dau quéin thét, ot nhién nuréc méit ran rua trén mé t6i, va toi dii dau vao tim ga giudng ma khée. Lam sao anh ¢6 thé
bd 61 co chit? Chang I 1ay t6i anh khong vui sao? Chang & ching t6i chura tirng bén nhau vui vé?

Trude khi toi kip ngin lai, giong Venetia lai chui vao dau t6i. C6 1a mot thay dbi d& chiu, Becky a. C6 am cho anh 4y cuoi. Nhung 6 khé long & cling



dang cap véi anh ay.

D0 ngu... d6 ngu... d con bd. Con khén. Db khdn gy tro xuong... dang ghé tom.. tur phu..

T6i lau nue mit ngdi ddy, thé sau ba lAn. Minh s& khong nghi dén 6 ta. Hodic bt cir i lién quan dén chuyén nay nita.

“Chi Brandon?”” ¢6 tiéng gb cira. Nghe nhur mot ¢0  ta.

“Er... tir tir d4.” T6i voi vang dp chit nude Ay trong binh dung mrde ubng 1én mit rdi iy ga girong lau sach. “Xong roi.”

Clra mo va ¢d y ta xinh dep mang bita sang cho t6i ban ndly mim cuoi. “Chi ¢6 khach.”

Tam trf t6i nhur sung sudng nhay cing 1én nghi t6i Luke. Anh d quay lai, anh hbi han, tat ca chi a hiéu Am

“Ai thé?” 161 vo Ay hop phén trén ti, nhén mét khi thiy minh trong gwong va dura tay vubt mai toc rdi b thing lai.

‘Mot ba Sharman nao do.”

Téi suyt nira danh roi hop phén vi kinh hai. Elinor u? Elinor dén day u? Toi tuong Luke di bao ba dy dé toi yén co ma?

Toi chua giip lai Elinor ké tir dam cudi ctia ching t6i & New York. Hay it nhét ciing ... “d4m cudi” ciia ching t6i & New York. (Qtléi ctng vu do tro
nén hoi phirc tap.) Chiing t0i chura tirng hop nhau, chu yéu la vi ba ta | mt my quy cai tinh tréng, lanh nhu bom, bo roi Luke tir hoi anh con bé ti va rat
hay lam anh phéi dién Ién. Ba ta con tho 16 véi me t61. Va khong cho t6i vao dy bita ti€c dinh hon chét tiét ay cua chinh t6i! Lai con...

“Chi khong sao chir, Rebecca?” C0 y té lai nhin t6i, hoi lo Eing, va t0i nhan ra minh dang thé cang lic cang gp. “Toi 6 thé béo ba dy la chj dang ngt,
néu chi muén.”

“Vang, co lamon. Bao ba ta didi.”

Negay liic ndy, trong b dang ndy, t6i chéing thé gip ai. Khi méit con o tmg, mit con dam & thi khong. Ma sao t6i lai phéi ¢6 giing dé gip Elinor chir?
Bat chot t6i nhan ra mt thudn loi cta viée chia tay vdi chong: ban khong can phai gap me chong nita. Toi s& chang nh¢ nhung gi ba ay, va ba dy cling s&
chang nhé nhung gi toi.

“Puoc 1i.” CO y ta tién lai nheo miét nhin chai truyén. “Béc sis& t6i kham cho chi som thdi - rdi toi nghil chi nén vé nha. Toi ¢d nén ndi voi ba Sherman i
chi sap xuat vién khong?”

“Thucra...”
Toi chot ndy ra mdt y nghi mdi. Chia tay voi chéng con c6 mot thuan loi nita, 16n hon. Ban khong cAn phai lich sy voi me chéng nira.
Toi ¢6 thé thich n6i i thi néi véi Elinor. Toi mudn thd 16 thé ndo ciing dwoc! Lan dau tién trong ngy t6i cam thiy mot ti

“Toi doi y roi. Toi s& gip ba dy. Poi t0i chuan bj mot chit...” Toi voi tay Fy tii dung do trang diém nhung lai vung vé dénh roi n6 xubng san. Co y t4
nhét Ién cho t6i r6i nhin t6i lo lang,

“Chi khong sao chir? Chj ¢6 vé rat cang thing,”

“T6i khong sao. Toi chi hoi... budn mdt chit lic trrdc thoi. Toi s& on thoi.”

C6 y ta di khoi, va t6i mo i do trang diém. Toi boi chit gel Ién mit, thoa kem nén miu dong, Minh khong dinh trong nhu mdt nan nhén & ddy. Minh
khong dinh trong nhir mdt c6 v tham hai bi ton thurong. T6i khong rd Elinor biét nhitng gi, nhung néu ba ta dinh nhdc dén chuyén t6i va Luke chia tay,
hay dam 6 ra sung sudng trurdie chuyén do, thi toi s€... t61 s€ bao vai ba ta dira con trong bung t6i khdng phai ctia Luke, cha n6 1a Wayne, mdt ti nhan,

ban qua thur ctia t0i, va dén mai vu xi céing dan nay s& xut hién trén khip cac mét bao. Nhu thé s& imba ta so phat khiép.

T6i xit mrdc hoa va thoa nhanh mdt 16p son bong khi nghe thiy tiéng burde chan tién lai. C6 tiéng gd cira va toi n6i vong ra “Moi vao.” Mot lat sau cira
bat mo - va ba ta xuat hién.

Ba ta dang myic b vest nir mau xanh bac ha, di giay cao got Ferragamo - mia nao ba ta cling mua mot doi - va xach tiii da ca sdu hiéu Kelly. B ta gy
chura timg thay, toc xit keo cting do trong nhur cai mil bao hiém, mit trang béch, da cang hét ¢&. Ping nhur 61 hinh dung. Hoi con lam viée ¢ Bameys
New York, ngay ndo t6i cling thay nhitng phu nit giong nhu Elinor. Nhung Itic ndy ¢ tan day thi... khong con tir nao dé mi€u ta. Ngoai ky di.

Miéng ba ta nhich ra mt milimet va t6i lién nhan ra d6 14 cach ba ta chao.

“Chao me, Elinor.” Toi ching budn c¢b cudi. Ba ta s& chi cho ring toi ciing phau thuat cing da hét ¢’ nhu ba ta. “Chao mimg t6i London.”

“Dao nay London ré tién qua,” ba ta ché bai. “Vé vi

Bi ta 12 thé loai nguoi gi thé nhi? Ca London nay vo vi sa0?



“Vang, dc biét d Nir hoang,” ti noi. “Ba dy ching biét gi ca.” Pht k t6i, Elinor nghénh ngang tién dén chd ghé rdi ngdi xudng mép. Ba ta lanh king
sam soi toi mdt lat. “Me duge bict 1a con da bo cho bac sime gidi thiéu, Rebecca. Gio con dang kham & cho nao?”

“Tén ¢ ta ... Venetia Carter.” Toi cam thiy long dau nhur cit khi noi ra céi tén &y. Nhung Elinor khong hé phin émg dix chi mdt chit. Vy i ba ta
khong biét.

“Me gap Luke chura?” t6i dam hoi.

“Chura.” Ba ta c6i doi gang tay da bé ra, quet mit nhin than hinh dang nic vay bénh vién ctia t6i mot lwot. “Con ting can nhiéu qua, Rebecca. C6 bac si
nay c6 cho phép thé khong?”

Ban thdy chura? Ba ta 1 thé d4y. Khong hoi “Con c6 khoe khong?” hay “Con trong dep ruc 1 thé niy that sao?”
“Con dang mang thai ma,” t61 dap. “Va con s& sinh mdt dira that to.”

Nét mit Elinor khong hé diu di. “Purng to qua, me hy vong thé. Méy dlra nhoc qua cd that thd bi”

Tho bi? Sao ba ta ddmbao con t6i tho bi?

“Véng, nhung con mirng i n6 s& khé to,” t6i khéng cur. “Nhur thé s& ¢ nhiéu chd dé... xam hon.”

Minh sép duoc chimg kién con sbe bing nd Iwét qua khudn méit von van khong thé cir dong ndi ciia ba ta day. N6 s& khién nhimg vét khau phiu thuat
thammy cua ba ta tung hét ra. Hay Ia dinh ghim nhi? Bat ctr cai gl giir da thit ba ta co dinh.

“Luke van chura ké v6i me ké hoach xam minh cia bon con sao?” t6i 16i ra mdt giong ngac nhién. “Bon con vira tim thiy mdt nghé si chuyén xam minh
tré em, anh ta s§ dén ngay phong d¢é khi con sinh. Bon con nghi s& xam mot con dai bang 1én hng n6, kém theo tén bon con vict bang tiéng Sankrit...”

“Con khong durgc xim chéau me.” Tiéng ba ra n6i nghe nhur sting n.

“O nhung bon con s& lam thé ddy. Hoi di tun tréing mit, Luke thyrc sy dam mé xéim minh. Anh 4y ¢6 muoi Fim hinh xém!” Toi mim cuoi dju dang véi ba
ta. “Ngay khi dura bé ra doi, anh ay s& xam tén n6 én canh tay. Nhu thé khong tuyét sao?”

Elinor tim cai tii Kelly chit dén ndi tay ndi hét mach mau Ién. T6i c6 thé nhén thiy ba ta van khong biét c6 nén tin ti hay khong,

“Con da quyét dinh dt tén 13 gi chura?”” cudi ciing ba ta ndi. “Uh-huh.” Toi git dau. “Armageddon néu la con trai, Pomegranate néu i con gai.”

Trong mdt lic dudng nhur ba ta khong thé dép 1oi. Toi c6 thé thy ba ta dang nd I dén tuyét vong dé nhudng duoc 1ong mity lén, hogc nhéin tran, hogic
gi day. Toi gan nhu thay t6i nghiép cho khuon niit ctia ba ta khi bi ket dudi 16p da cang nhan tao nhur mdt con thi bi nhot trong 1ong, “Armageddon?” ba
ta chat vat noL

“Khong tuyét sao?” t6i git dau. “Day nam tinh nhung van phang phét nét thanh lich. Va Ia nira!”

Trong Elinor nhu kiéu sip nd tung ra. Hodc 1 nd tung vio.

“T6i khong thé chép nhan ndi chuyén nay!” ba ta chot thét 1én, dimg bat day. “Xam minh! Tén m6i ching tubi! C6 that... vo trach nhiém ngoai...”

“Vo trach nhiém?”” t0i cit ngang 10i ba ta, khong thé tin dwoc. “Me diia 42 Cha, it nhat thi bon con cting khong dinh b roi...” Toi dot ngdt dimg
lai,nhitng tir ndy nong qua so voi miéng o1 Toi khong thé 1am dwoc. Toi khong thé khién minh tién hanh mdt cude tin cong tong hyc vao Elinor. Trudc
hét 13 vi t6i ching con du stre nita. Va d sao... t6i cam thiy sao nhing, Dot nhién dau toi ong ong nhing suy nghi quay cudng.

“Rebecca,” Elinor tién lai giwong, mét toe Iira. “Me khong biét 1 nily gior con c6 ndi that khong...”

“Thoi dil” t6i gio tay 1én, ching bubn quan tam xemminh 6 bét lich sy khong. Toi phai tp trung. Toi phéi nghi chuyén nay cho thiu d4o. Dot nhién toi
bat dau thay moi chuyén thér o rang, nhw chiee dai khi do tring song,

Elinor bé roi Luke. Gid Luke bo roi con chiing t6i. Lich str dang kip lai. Luke c6 nhén ra diéu nay khong? Néu anh nhan ra... néu anh hiéu anh da Bm
gi..

“Rebecca!”
T6i nhin én, nhur vira tinh khoi con mdng mi. Trong Elinor nhur thé mudn nd tung vi tirc gian.

“Oi Elinor.... con xin 151, t6i ndi, toan bd y dinh tra diia bdng tan bién. “Me that tt vi da ghé thiam con, nhung gio con hoi mét rdi. Liic khdc me qua udng
tra saunhé.”

Trong Elinor nhur quéa bong bi xi hoi. Toi nghii c6 18 ba ta da gdng minh sin sang cho mot tran khiu chién 16n.



“Ciing duoc thoi,” b ta lanh liing n6i. “Me dang & khach san Claridge. Con déy I thong tin chi tiét vé cudc trién lim cia me.”

Ba ta dua cho t61 glay moi riéng, ciing mot tap sach quang cdo bong Ion dé “Bo swru tap ctia Elinor Sherman”. N6 dwoc minh hoa bing hinh chup mbt bé
tirong vudng méu tring thanh lich, trén dinh bé tuwong d6 i mdt bé trong tréing khac, nhd hon.

Trdi a, minh khong hiéu nbi nghé thuat hién dai nita.
“Cam on me,” ti n6i, nhin nd nghi ngai. “Chéc chén bon con s& ¢ sap xép dén. Cam on me da dén thim Chiic mdt ngay vui vé!”
Elinor nheo mit liéc xéo t6i lan cudi, nhit ging tay cling cai tii Kelly 1én r6i sai bude khoi phong,

Ba ra vira di khoi t6i ién up mat Vao tay, b gang suy nghii. Bang c4ch nio d6 minh phai giip Luke nhdn ra. Anh khong mudn Bm diéu nay. Tan sau thim
trong long t6i biét anh khong mudn. Toi cam thiy nhur anh bj bon ma nit quyén i va minh chi cdn phé bo b ctia ching 1 dugc.

Nhung bang cach nao? Toi nén am gi day? Néu t6i goi‘dién anh € tim cach tong khir t6i, hira hen goi lai sau r6i chéing bao gi im ca. Email ctia anh
déu phai qua thr ky doc... ma day lai khong phai chii d€ pht hop d€ nhén tin...

Minh phai viét thu tay.

Y nghi ap dén nhur mdt tiéng sim. Toi phai viét thur tay, nhur hoi xura, trude khi ¢o dién thoai va email. Troi a, phii roi. Toi s& vit 1 thur hay nhét doi
minh. T6i s€ gidi thich moi cam xtic ctia minh va ca cua anh (d6i khi anh van can phai c6 nguoi gidi thich ching cho minh). Toi s€ trinh bay vu nay voi anh,
mot cach 10 rang,

T6i s& ciru cude hon nhén ciia minh. Anh khong mudn gia dinh minh tan vo, t6i biét anh khong muén. Toi biét anh khong mudn.

Thiy mdt y ta di ngang qua ctra, t6i bén goi to, “C6 oi?”

“Vang?” C6 mim cudi ngd vao.

“O day c6 giy viét thr khong c6?”

“O cira hang trong bénh vién c6 ban, hoic 1...”” C6 cau my suy nghi. “Hinh nhur mot ddng nghiép ctia t6i c6 dy. Cho mot lat.”

Mot 14t sau ¢ quay lai, véi mot tap giéy Basildon Bond. “Mot to ¢o d

“C6 I& t6i can nhiéu hon thé,” t6i trinh trong ndi. “T6i ly... ba td dwoc khong?”

Toi khong thé tin minh da viét nhiéu dén thé cho Luke. Mot khi da bit dau, t6i khong thé dimg lai dugc. Toi khong ngd minh ¢6 nhidu tinh cam bj don
nén theé.

Toi bt dau bang cach nhic lai chuyén dam cudi ctia ching toi, chuyén khi &y ching toi timg hanh phiic biét bao. Rdi t0i noi vé nhig thir ching t6i thich
duoc lam cing nhau, ching t6i da vui vé ra sao va da phan khich thé nao khi phat hién ra minh sap c6 con. Sau d6 t6i chuyén sang chuyén Venetia. Toi
khong goi thang tén co ta. Toi goi co ta la “Moi de doa cho cude hon nhan cua chung ta”. Anh s€ hicu t6i noi vé cai gi.

Gid t6i da viét dén trang 17 (mdt y ta khéc da chay xudng gic mua gitip t6i ca tap gidy Basildon Bond) va da bét du vao phan chinh: khan thiét van xin
anh cho cudc hon nhan cua ching t6i mdt co hdi nira. Nude mat da dam dia mit t6i va toi cr phai ngirng lai lién tuc dé xi miii.

Khi thé lic curdi, anh da hira yéu em i méi. Em biét gior anh nghi anh khong con yéu em nita. Em biét thé gi6i nay con nhing phu nit khac, nhimg
nguoi cd I8 thong minh hon va ¢6 € cd the bict tieng Latin. Em bict anh dang...

Toi khong sao viét ndi tir “ngoai tinh”, don gian 1 khong thé.
Toi chi dé & d6 mot déu ba chdm, nhu ngudi ta van hay ding trong miy cubn séch kiéu cil

Embiét anh dang... Nhung chuyén d6 khong nhéit thit phéi hity hoai moi thir. Em sén long bo qué khir lai sau lung, Luke, boi vi trén tht ca, em tin réng
chiing ta thudc vé nhau. Anh, emva con.

Ching ta ¢6 thé trés thanh mot gia dinh hanh phiic, em biét ching ta ¢6 thé. Xin anh dimg tir bd. C6 1§ anh dang 4m thim so phii lim cha me, nhung
ching ta c6 the 1am viéc d6 cung nhau! Nhu anh néi, d6 1a cude phi€u hau 16n nhat ching ta duoc trai qua.

Toi dirg tay viét dé lau murdc mit. Toi can két thic ngay. Toi can viét sao cho anh s& chimg to cho t6i thdy... s& tra 1i thu ndy cho t6i... s& cho toi biét...
Dot nhién t6i nghi ra. Chiing t6i can mdt céi thap cao, d6 so, nhur trong phim ling man. Va ching t6i s& gip nhau & dinh thap, ic nira dém..

Khéng. Dén nira dém thi t6i d3 mét Fim roi. Chiing t6i s& gip nhau lic... sau gio. Giira troi gi6 1ong, trén I}én nhac ctia Gershwin, t6i s& nhin thiy trong
nit anh rang anh da bd Venetia lai phia sau, mi mai. Va t6i s€ chi ndi don gidn, “Anh s& vé nha chit?”” Roi anh s& ndi...

“Cb van 6n chir, Becky?” C6 y ta mo cira thd dau vao. “Tinh hinh sao roi?”



“Sép xong.” T6i xi miil. “Tim mdt cai thap cao cao & London & ddu bay gi nhi? Néu t6i mudn gip ai d6 trén dy.”
“Chéing biét nira.” C6 y t4 chun miii. “Tda nha Oxo Tower khé cao déy. Téi timg dén ddy roi. N6 ¢ dai ngim canh va ca nha hang...”
Camon co!

Luke, néu anh yéuemva mudn ctru cude hon nhan ciia ching ta, hy dén gip em ¢ ting cao nhit ciia Oxo Tower vao lic sau gio thir Sau. Em s& chd
anh ¢ dai ngam canh.

Nguoi vo thin yéu ctia anh
Becky

Toi dat bit xudng, cam thiy hoan toan kiét sirc, nhur thé vira sang tac ca mt ban giao hurong cua Beethoven vay. Tét ca nhimg gi toi can im by gio |
etri FedEx Ia thur nay cho vén phong anh & Geneva... va roi dgi dén toi thir Sau.

Toi gip d6i ca murdi bay trang thur lai, va dang cd nhét vao céi phong bi Basildon dong méu nii khong duoc thi di dong cua toi trén ti

Luke! Troi oi. Nhung anh con chua doc thu co ma?

Tay run run, t0i v& iy dién thoai - nhung hoa ra khong phai Luke. La mdt s6 ma t6i khong biét ctia ai. Khong phai Elinor goi lai dé 1én 16p t6i ddy chir?
“A 167" t6i than trong noi.

“A 10, Becky ha? Toi Martha day.”

“OL” Toi vudt toc 1ba xoda trén mit ra sau, cd géng xac dinh xem 1a Martha nao. “Er... xin chao.”

“To6i chi goi dién hoi thim xem ¢6 van sin sang chup anh hom thir Sau dAy chir?” ¢6 thin mét n6i. “Toi ndng Iong mudn xemnha ¢6 qua rdil”

Vogue. Chét tiét. Minh da hoan toan quén béng,

Sao ma t6i lai quén dugc vu chup anh véi Vogue co chir? Troi oi, doi toi han phai thue s tan nat roi.

“Thé moi chuyén 6n ca chir?”” giong Martha lay rén vui vé qua dién thoai. “C6 van chura sinh con hay gi chir?”

“A, chura...” t61 ngdp ngimg, “Nhung t6i dang ndm vién.” Khi n6i cau do t6i m6i nhan ra minh khong nén bat dién thoai trong bénh vién. Nhung day la
Vogue goi chtr c6 phai thuong dau. Phai c6 ngoai I cho Vogue, chac chan the.

“Oi khong!” Giong co Xiu hén xudng thit vong. “C biét khong, s nay bon t6i gip du chuyén xui xeo! Mot ba me ngon lanh da sinh d6i som, that la kho
chiu, mt c6 khac thi bi tién san gidt giec gi d6 va dang liét girong! Chung t6i khong theé phéng van hay gi ca! Co c6 duge ra khoi gurong khong?”
“Toi... cho

Toi dt dién thoai xubng girong, b 1én day c6t tinh than. Ca doi toi chura bao gidr khong nmudn chyp anh nhur lic nay. Toi béo, mit lem lude vét nude
nit, toc bu xu, hdn nhén thi dang tan v3... Toi thd dai that sau, run ray, 16i trong thay hinh minh md mo trén cai ti kinh gan d6. Lung gu, dau guc. Trong
minh that thim Trong minh thét kinh.

Thay hinh anh d6, t6i Ap tirc phén (mg bang cach ngdi thang day. Minh dang nghil quéi gi viy? Chang 1§ doi minh d tiéu ting? Chi vi chéng minh di ngoai
tinh u?

Khong doi nao. Minh s& khong tu thuong hai. Minh s& khong du hang, Doi minh ¢6 thé tan tanh. Nhung minh van s& that ngon knh. Minh s& 1 ba-me-
tuong-lai ngon lanh nhat ho timg trong thay.

AAAAAA

budi chup hinh hom thir Sau. Hom nay t01 s€ ra vién, nén hom d6 t6i s t6i.”

“Tuyét!” Toi co thé nghe thiy tleng tho phao trong giong cua Martha. “Nong long qua! Chi mét clia ¢0 hai, ba tiéng thoi va toi hira ching t6i s& khong
khién c6 mét qua dau! Toi chic 14 ¢6 ciing c6 rat nhidu quan 4o dep roi, nhung stylist ctia ching toi van s& mang ti vai bo nita... Dé t6i check lai dia chi
ctia ¢d nhé. C6 ¢ sb 33 dudng Delamain ding khong?”

Toi chot nhdn ra minh van chua kiém duoc miy thir d6 cho Fabia. Nhung t6i van con thdi gian. Moi chuyén s& 6n thoa thoi.

“D 4 réi.”

“That may mén, nha & khu do tuyét voi im! Hen gip chi & d6 nhé, mudi mot gio.”



“Hen gap co!”

Toi ngfit mAy va tho' hit ra that manh. Toi sip duoc 1én Vogue. Téi sip trd nén ngon knh. Va t6i s& ctru cude hon nhan ctia minh.
From: Becky Brandon

To: Fabia Paschali

Subject: Ngay mai

Chao Fabia!

Chi dé xac nhan thoi, mai t6i s& dén cting nhom phéng vién Vogue, budi chup hinh s& kéo dai tir 11am dén 3pm

Toi da kiém duoc 4o miu tia va tii Chloe nhung khong may 1, du da king suc khip noi, t6i van chira kiém duogc déi gidy Olly Brick m chi mubn. Chi
¢6 muon thay bang cai gi khac khong?

Mot 1an nita cam on rét nhiéu - va rit mong dwoc gip chi ngay il
Becky

From: Fabia Paschali

To: Becky Brandon

Subject: Re: Ngay mai

Becky

Khong giay thi khong nha.

Fabia
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Chwong 17

Doi gidy chét bam chét vim chét tiét! Ca London khong con ]éy mOt doi. Mau xanh 14 cang khong. Thao ndo Fabia m.lén cd, nd hiém ¢6 kho tim nhur
cai chén Thanh hay gi ddy ma chiia Jesus da ding trong Bira 61 Cudi cting, ngoai trir diém chéing c6 burc tranh ndo v& vé nd. Toi mét ca ngay hom qua
hoi tham tit ca ngudi quen, tat ca cac nha cung cap toi biét, moi cira hang, moi noi. Tham chi t6i con goi dién cho ca Erin, dong nghiép cii & Barneys
New York, va cd chi bét cuoi thiurong hai.

Cubi cling, Danny phai ra tay gitp 0. Anh goi dién cho vai noi quen biét va cudi cing ciing o ra tung tich mdt doi hign dang thude vé mdt ngwoi miu
anh quen, ¢6 nay dang chup hinh & Paris. D61 lay mot chice jacket hang mau ctia Danny, ¢6 ta s& dura doi giay cho mdt ngudi tién duong dén London
camhd. Anhndy s€ gip Danny 161 Danny s& dua do6i gidy cho toi.

K& hoach thi la thé. Nhung dén g vén chura théty Danny dau. Ma da mudi gios ném rdi nén t0i bt dau hoang loan. Toi dimg ¢ goc dudng Delamain,
dién bo ngon lanh nhat: dém do in hoa, giay cao got Prada va khén choang vai gia long thi kicu c6 dién, xe nao cting di chm lai d€ nhin. Gio' nghf lai moi
thay day khong phai noi hen gip tot nhat. Trong t6i chac gidng mdt em cave bung bau tam thang dang moi chao may cha doi truy

Toi nhdc dién thoai Ién va lai nhin s6 goi Danny. “Danny?”

“Pay day! Pang dén day! Bon t& dang lai xe trén cau... tuyét ci meo!” L& ra Danny phai mang doi gidy toi tir 61 qua 1o - mdi ti anh lai chon di cau lac
bd v6i tay nhiep anh gia nao d6 gap khi di nghi. (Bung hoi. Khi anh bét dau ke 1€ vé démho bén nhau & Marrakech, ndi that 14 t6i da phai By tay che tai
con.) Anh cudi ré In sung suéng, va toi con nghe thay ca tiéng may con Harley Davidson ctia ban anh gam Sao anh lai ¢6 thé vui vé thé duoc? Anh
khong bict toi dang stress theé nao sao?

T01haunhu khong ngt duge tir hom Luke di. Denkhmgudu’o‘c mot it, dém qua, thi lai mo' mdt gidc mo kinh hoang chura tungthay T6i mo minh én
tang thuong ctia Oxo Tower, nhung Luke khong dén. Toi dimg d6 hang gios lién gitta troi bio td, mira a0 do trit xudng t6i, va cudi cling Luke ciing xuat
hién - nhung khong hiéu sao anh

lai bién thanh Elinor va b ta bt dau quat thio toi. Roi toc toi rung sach...

“Cho t6i di nho!”

Mot phy nir dét hai dtra con nho tién t6i, nhin t6i ky cuc.

“Oi, xin 6i.” Toi nhur tinh lai, va tranh duong,

Trong doi thye, tir hom Luke di toi van chua n6i chuyén véi anh. Anh da ¢4 goi vai lin nhung t6i chi giri tin nhéin tra 161 n6i réing nhé anh va ring moi
chuyén 6n ca. Toi khong mudn n6i chuyén voi anh cho dén khi anh doc thur ctia t61 - ma t6i qua thur moi t6i, theo hé thong theo ddi ctia nha chuyén phat.
Aido & van phong Geneva da ky nhan n6 vao ic 18 gio 11 phtt, tirc 1a gio anh phai doc xong roi.

Thé 11 xong. Bén sau gior tdi nay t6i s& biét, theo cach ndy hoic cach khac. Hodc anh dén d6, chd toi, hoic...

Toi chot théty budn ndn va phai ke manh dau. Toi s& khong nghi dén viée ddy nita. Trudc tién t0i phai im cho duge budi chup hinh ndy da. Toi can mot
mieng KitKat d€ 1ay nang hrong, r6i liéc lai 1an nita trang email ctia Martha ma t6i da in ra. D6 1abai phdng van da dang bao mdt ba sap sua lamme
khac, Martha n6i n6 s€ “cho t61 themy tuong”. €6 kia tao dang trong mbr phong tré & Kensington, méc 4o kaftan dinh cuom, deo chirng nm muroi chin
cai vong tay, va moi cau trich dan cta cb ta déu sic mii tu mén,

“Chung t6i dat toan bd do dac trong phong tré ¢ chd nhimg nghé nhan ving Provence tan Phap qudc.”

Hirm. D4 thé minh s& bao toan bd d6 dac phong tré nha minh dugc dat & chd cac nghé nhén ¢... Mong ¢b. A khong, minh phai ding cum tir dat m
riéng. Nhiing ngudi xuat hién trén méy tap tri bong loang ndy khong bao gio di mua dd & cira hang, ho dit im riéng, hodc phat hién ra & mdt noi ban db
dong nat ndo ddy, hodc thira ké tir me d& dau la mot nha thiét ké ndi tiéng,

“T6i cling chong tap yoga d6i mdi ngdy hai lan trong “tinh thét’. Chiing t6i cam théy nhu thé tao ra sy hoa hop cho mdi quan hé ctia chiing ti.”

Bim, t6i chot nhé lai ky niém minh va Luke tip yoga d6i hdi di tuan tréing mat.

[t nhét thi ching t6i ciing d4 tap yoga, va ching t6i da 1 mot doi vo chong,

Cb hong t6i lai nghén nghen. Khong, Thoi di. Nghi tur tin vao ndo. Nghi thit ngon lanh. Minh s& n6i Luke va minh con cting nhau lim g d6 sanh diéu hon
yoga. Nhur cai thir ma t61 tirng doc. Khi cong khi kiec gi do.

Tiéng gAm clia xe md 16 chot cét dirt suy nghil ctia to1, va t6i ngAng Ién thiy mot chiéc Harley dang 1d ga doc theo con phd tinh king,



“Nay!” Toi vay tay. “O day!”

“Chao Becky!” Chiéc md t6 dd lai, vin nd may dm 4m bén canh t6i. Danny thdo mii bao hiém ra, nhay phdc khoi chd ngdi, trén tay i hop gidy. “Cua
cau day!”

“Oi Danny, cam on!” t6i 6m anh thét chat. “Cau vira ctru doi to.”
“C6 gi dau!” Danny ndi, lai nhay t6t én xe. “Ké tinh hinh cho t6 nhé! Nhan tién, day ki Zane.”
“Xin chao!” T6i vay tay chao Zane, ngudi boc do da tir ddu dén chan dang gio tay cho lai t6i. “Cam on vi d3 mang dén cho t6i!”

Chiéc mb t6 lai phong vut di. T6i xach va li kén, trong d6 dung quéan 4o dao cu chua ding toi, régi cambé hoa 1on ma sang nay t6i mua dé cim trong nha
cho dep. T6i tién lai 6 nha ba muroi ba, bang cach nao do6 161 duge cai va li Ién béac thang, va bam chudng. Khong ai tra 1.

Toi doi mot It i nhdn chudng lai dong thoi goi to “Fabia!” nhung khong ai tra 1oi.
Ba ta khong thé ndo quén vu sang nay duroc.
“Fabia! Chi nghe thiy 6 goi khong?” t6i dap cira. Toi bt dau thiy hoang, Lam sao by gio? Vogue s& dén day bt cir...

“E68! Xin chao!” Mot giong tir ngoai pho £0i 61 Toi quay lai thdy mt ¢o i thd dAu khoi cira 6 mot chiéc Mini Cooper. C6 ménh mai, toc bong
muot, deo vong tay Kabbala va mt chiéc nhan dinh hon gin vién da khong 16. Chic chén phai 1 ngudi clia Vogue.

“C6 1a Becky?” c6 noi voira.

“Vang!” t6i ¢d cuoi tuoi tan. “Xin chao! Con 6 1 Martha?”

“Ding rdil” Mt ¢ dao 1én dao xudng cac ting nha. “C6 c6 ngdi nha long By qua! Toi ndng long xem bén trong qué ril”
“Oi. Er... camon!”

Sau d6 la mot khoang dimg dAy mong doi va t6i imra vé tw nhién dua vao mot cai cot. Nhur kiéu loanh quanh trén bac cau thang trrde cira nha minh.
Nhu ngudi ta van lam ay.

“Moi thir 6n ca chr?”” Martha hoi, trong boi ri.
“On!” t6i ¢b nén ra mdt cir chi thoai mai. “Co biét ddy. .. toi chi dang hit thd khi gioi. ..”

Péu 6c t6i lién hoat dong nhur dién. Hay 14 lam luon ca budi chyp hinh va phéng vAn ngay trén cc bac thang ndy nhi? Phai. Minh ¢6 thé noi ki doan bac
thang nay I phan dep nhat ctia ngdi nha, phan con lai dau dang ban tam...

“Becky, ¢6 mét chia khoa 42 Martha bdi r6i noi.

Thit thién tai! Tat nhién rdi. Sao minh khong nghi ra nhi?

“U' Toi ngde qua!” Toi tir cde dau minh. “Hang xém thi khong ai co chia khoa nha t6i rdi, ciing ching ¢ ai...”

“Oi khong!” Mat Martha xiu xudng,

“T6i biét.” Toi nhin vai to ¥ tiéc. “Toi thanh thuc xin 161, Nhung néu ching ta khong thé vao dugc...”

T6i dang ndi do cau ndy thi cira bat md am t6i suyt bd nhao vao trong, Fabia xudt hién, miic vay Marni miu da cam va dang dui .
“Chao Becky.” Nghe giong ba ta thit mo méng, Nhur kiéu ba ta udng thubc an thin hay sao do.

“Wow!” Miit Martha sang bimg lén. “C6 nguoi trong nha! May qua! Ai thé c6? lang="FR">*Day | Fabia. Pang... & nho nha t6i.”
“O nho?” Fabia nhén mii.

“Va 13 mdt nguoi ban tot,” t6i voi n6i thém, choang tay qua ba ta. “Ching t6i rt than thiét..”

On trdi mt ci xe chot phanh khung sau chiéc Mini va bat dau bdm coi am i

“Oi thoi dil” Martha n6i. “Becky, bon t6i di mua ca phé ddy, ¢6 ¢6 mubn mua hd gi khong?”

“Khong, khong can dau, camon! T6i ctr chd ¢ nha nhé. O nha t61.” T6i dat mot tay én qua ddm ctra t6 vé so hivu. “Tinita gip lail”



Toi nhin chiéc xe di khuat rdi quay lai voi Fabia. “Toi cir tudng chi khong o nha! OK, ching ta bat dau thoi. Toi da kiém duogce do cho chi day. Pay
tl, day I3 4o...” Toi dua cho ba ta hai cai tii.

“Tuyét.” Ba ta thém thudng nhin ching chim chim. “C6 ¢6 kiém duoc gidy khong?”
“Tét nhién!” t6i noi. “Anh ban Danny cta t6i d3 phai nhd mdt ngudi nmu mang t6i tir Paris. Danny Kovitz, nha thiét ké 4y?”

Khi dua caihop ra, cam giac dic théng chot lao toi. Khong ai khac trén thé gioi nay co thé tim dwoc d6i gidy nay. Minh quan hé that 14 rong. Toi cho
Fabia ha hdc mom hodic néi “C6 thét ngoai strc rudng trong!” Nhung thay vi thé, ba ta lai mo hop gidy ra, nhin chdm chip mot It roi cau may.

“Khong phai miu ndy.” Ba ta dong nép lai va ddy vé phia t6ié “Toi mudn miu xanh 14 co ma.”

Ba ta mi miu a? Pay 1 sic xanh ngai ddng nhat dep nhit, ma trén hop da dé chir “Mau xanh 47 to i 1 rdi con gi.
“Fabia, d6i ndy ding la mau xanh la ma!”

“T6i mudn séc clia nd phai...” Ba ta huo tay. “Xanh I ciy pha xanh da troi.”
Toi ¢b cat hwe dé gii binh finh. <Y chi k... xanh ngoc?”

“U'tr!” Mt ba ta sang lén. “Xanh ngoc. Y 6i 1a thé. Xanh thé nay nhat qua!”

Khong thé tin duoc nita. Doi gidy ndy da phai di ngin dy duong tir Paris, giri tir mdt ngwoi méu thi trang qua mdt nha thiét ké tAm c thé giéi ma ba ta
van khong mubn no?

P thé thi minh & Ry.

“Purge thdi,” t6i noi, ]éy cai hop lai. “Toi s& kiém cho chi d6i xanh ngoc. Nhung toi thue sy can vao nh...”

“T6i khong biét nira.” Fabia twra vao khung ctra sam soi mdt soi chi sttt trén tay do. “Noi that 1a nhur thé khong dugc tién dau.”
Khong tién i thé nao? Phai tién chir!

“Nhung ching ta d3 thoa thun vé hom nay roi, nhé khong? Nguoi cia Vogue da dén day roil”

“C6 khong hoan duoc sao?”

“Khong ai di hoan hen v6i Vogue ca!” Giong ti rit Ién vi cing thing. “Ho 12 Vogue co ma!”

Ba ta nhiin vai kiéu ching budn quan tam, va dot nhién toi cau dién 1én. Ba ta biét toi s& t6i. Moi thir déu c6 ké hoach hét roi. Ba ra khong thé thé nay
VO to1!

“Fabia.” Toi ghé st nguo lai, th néing nhoc. “Chi khong duoc phép hity hoai co hdi lén Vogue duy nhét cta toi da kiém cho chi cdi do. Toi da kiém cho
chi cai ti. Toi da kiem cho chi d6i giay! Chi phai dé cho t6i vao ngodi nha nay, néu khong... néu khong...”

“Khdng thi sao?”” Fabia noi.

“Khong thi.. t6i s& goi dién cho Barneys va cho chi vao danh sach den!” Toi rit 1én khi chot nghi ra. “Nhur thé s& khong vui lim dau, néu chi dinh dén
New York song, phai khong nhi?”

Mit Fabia xanh k. Ha. Tém duoc diém yéu roi nhé.
“uoe 101, thé gioy toi nén di dau day?” ba ta sung sia ndi, budng tay khoi khung cira.
“T6i khong biét! Di mat xa bang d4 néng hay gi ddy! Ra duong i dugc!” Toi diy va li vao nhi va x0 ba ta qua mdt bén dé vao sanh.

ROi. Minh phéi nhanh lén moi dugc. Toi bat mo khéa va fi, Ky ra mdt birc énh 1ong khung bac chp t6i va Luke hom cudi rdi diit né ndi bt trén ban
trong sanh. Day. Trong giong nha minh roi!

“Thé chong co dau?” Fabia noi, khoanh tay dimg nhin toi. “/Anh ta nén lam viéc ny ctng 6 chir nhi? Trong 6 ctr nhur ba me don than dy.” Nhing 1oi
ndy cua ba ta da vo tinh cham ding n6i dau ctia t6i. Trong vai gidy t6i khong dua tu tin dé dap lai.

“Luke... dang & nurée ngodi,” cudi cing toi ndi. “Nhung chut niva t6i s& gip anh 4y thoi. Sau gio chidu. O dai ngim canh trén Oxo Tower. Anh dy s& t6i.”
Toi hit mot hoi that sau. “Toi biét anh s toi.”

MEit t6i chot ndng ruc va t6i chép mit dit doi. Toi s& khong da khoc.

“C khong sao dy chir?”” Fabia nhin t6i trén troi.



“Chi vi.... hom nay | mot ngaty kha quan trong v6i t61.” Toi iy mot o khéin gidy ra chdm kho mit. “Cho t6i xin mdt cbe mrdc

“Lay Chiia,” t6i nghe thdy Fabia im bam khi ba ta vao bép, “chi 3 bon Vogue chét tiét thoi ms.”

OK. Toi sép lam duroc roi. Hai mroi phit sau, Fabia cudi cing cling di va cin nha da thye s ¢6 cam gidc nhur thé | cta toi. Toi da ha hétanhctia
Fabia xuong, thay ching bang anh t6i va gia dinh. T6i dét hai g6i rwra in chir cai dau cia tén toi va Luke, “B” va “L”, Ién sofa trong phong khach. Téi cam
hoa vao moi I hoa trong nha. T6i ghi nh¢ nhiing thir chira trong tt bép, thdm chi con dan thém vai ghi chii mau me n ti lanh, kieu nhu “Minh can thém
diém mach hitu co, anh yéu” va “Luke - thir Bay nhé di tap Khi cong d6i!”

Gid thi 61 nhét voi vai doi gidly cuia o1 vao ti gidy cua Fabia, vi ho s& hoi toi v& phu kién. Toi dang dém xem c6 bao nhiéu d6i Jimmy Choo & day thi
chudng ctra dot ngdt reo am t6i giét ban minh hoang loan. Toi nhét hét s6 gidy con lai vao tii, xem lai minh trong gwrong roi xudng cau thang voi doi chén
run lay bay.

GiAc mo cta toi day 11! C4 doi ti chi mubn duoc et ké trang phuc minh méc trén mdt tap chi!

Khi vao lai sanh t6i tém tit nhanh lai moi thir. Vay: Diane von Furstenburg, Gidy: Prada. Quan tit: Topshop. Hoa tai: qua ctia me.

Khong, thé ndy van chua di sanh diéu. Minh s& bao doi hoa tai 1. . .ctia ngudi miu nao ddy. Khong, do cd. Toi s& béo toi thiy n6 duoc khau trong mdt
c4i 40 codc x€ tir thip nién 1930 nua dugc 6 mot studio cli trén mdt con pho nhd tai Paris. Hoan héo.

To61 mo cira trude, khoac 1én mit mot nu cudi rang 13 - va chét sting,

Khong phai la Vogue. La Luke.

Anh vin miic nguyén 4o khoac dai, tay xach va li dung dd di qua dém va trong nhu sang nay anh chua hé cao mt.
“Cainay la céi quai gi?”” anh n6i ludn, bo qua man chao hoi, gio 14 thur cua toi

Toi tréin trén nhin lai anh, chét king, Thé nay khong ding. Anh phai ¢ trén Oxo Tower, trong phéi ing man va trén tré yéu throng moi phai chi. Ai lai &
day, trén bac cira, rau thi chua cao, mit miii thi 0 dot the nay!

“Em...” t61 nudt khan. “Anh dang lam gi & dy thé?”

“Anh dang im gi & ddy &y ha?” anh nhéc lai day ngd vic. “Anh dang phén tmg lai cai ny! Em khong tré 1o dién thoai ca anh, anh coc hiéu chuyén gi
dang xdy ra nita... ‘Gap em ¢ tang trén cung Oxo Tower,” ” Anh di 14 thu vao mit t6i. “Toan bd chuyén vo van nay 1a thé nao?”

V6 van 4?

“Khong phai chuyén vo van!” toi gao Ién, bi chamnoc. “Emdang ¢b ctru cude hon nhan cla chung ta, néu anh vin chua nhinra...”

“Clru cude hon nhan ctia chiing ta?”” Anh nhin t6i chim chap. “O Oxo Tower dy ha?”

“Trong phim Bm nhur thé c6 hiéu qua! Anh s& xuét hién va moi thir s& that dé thwong, nhu trong Khong ngi & Seattle...”

Giong toi nang trich vi that vong. Toi da nghi I viéc ndy s& ¢6 tac dung, ching t6i s& nhio vao vong tay nhau va lai tré thanh mdt gia dinh hanh phiic.

“OK. RS rang I anh da bo qua gi 161" Luke nhiu may nhin xudng I thur Jin nita. “Tham chi 14 thur ndy ciing chéing ¢6 ¥ nghiia gi c4. Em biét anh dang...”,
Bo trong. Anh dang lam sao? Bi tac dong mach vanh a?”

Anh dang mia i t6i. Toi khong thé chiu dung ndi.

“Pang ngoai tinh!” t0i gdo Ién. “Ngoai tinh! Ngoai tinh vi Venetia! Em biét hét rdi, nhé khong? Va em chi nghi réing ¢6 1& anh mudn cho cude hon nhén
cuia ching ta mdt co hdi nita, nhung rd rang khong, nén théi gior anh di di. Em con phai Ién Vogue.” Toi tire gian quét d6i mat da rung rung cla minh,

“Dang c4i gi?” Anh ¢6 vé sdc thuc sur. “Becky, em dang dia ddy 4?7
“U déy.” Toi cb déng cira lai, nhung anh da tom By cb tay toi

“Thoi ngay.” Giong Luke vang lén nhur sam “Anh khong hiéu chuyén khon kiép gi dang dién ra. Tu dung anh nhdn duoc I thur ndy. . . 1di em budc i
anh ngoai tinh... em khong thé chay tron ma khong giai thich duoc.”

Anh vira sang vii tru song song choi ddy 42 Hay c6 ai vira phang cho anh mdt phat vao dau hay gi day?

“Chinh anh d thira nhan, Luke!” t5i ding 1 d thét 1én vi gidn dit. “Anh n6i anh dang c6 “béo vé&” em, vi huyét 4p ciia em hay cai khi gi d6. Nhé
khong?”

Luke nhin k§ mit t6i, tir trén xudng dudi, nh thé dé tim cau tra 1oi.



“Cudc n6i chuyén trong bénh vién,” anh bét chot néi. “Trude khi anh di.”

“Ding day! Moiky trc da tran vé chura?” ti khong thé ngiin minh mia mai. “Anh dinh em sinh con xong s& cho em biét. Anh dinh chd xem moi chuyén
‘két thiic thé ndo. V€ co ban, anh da thira nhan...”

“Liic d6 anh khong ni vé vu ngoai tinh chd chét ndo hét!” Luke gim kén. “Anh n6i vé cude khing hoang voi Arcodas!”
Qua bong bong gin dit ctia toi chot xep kp. “H...ha...ha?”

Toi chot trong thiy c6 hai dira nhoc dang dimg trén via hé nhin ching t6i chim chip. Toi doan 13 tréng ching t6i ciing kha dang chi y voi cai bung bau
bu va moi thir

“Minh vao trong di,”” t6i trang nghiém n6i. Luke nhin theo anh mit ti.
“U. Vao trong... di.”
Anh budc vao nha, t6i lién dong cira. Trong mot thoang ca gian sanh im king, T6i khong biét phai noi gi. Toi van con thiy choang vang,

“Becky... Anh khong hiéu em d hiéu lam chuyén gi.” Luke néing nhoc thé héit ra mdt hoi dai. “Céng viéc ctia anh tryc triic mdt chit va anh dang ¢ ging
khong dé anh hudng tdi em. Anh khong hé ngoai tinh. Ma sao lai vdi Venetia?”

“Nhung c6 ta bao em thé.”
Trong Luke ¢6 vé kinh ngac. “C6 4y khong thé lam thé duoc.”
“That ! C ta néi anh sip bo emvi 6 ta. C6 ta n6i...” Toi cin mdi. Nhé lai timg 101 Venetia n6i thit qué strc dau long,

“Chuyén d6 that... khén kiép... dién rd.” Luke Fc dAu gian dir. “Anh khong biét em da ndi chuyén kiéu gi voi Venetia, khong biét da ¢ hiéu lim gi hoac
thong tin sai nao...”

“Anh dang n6i | giira hai nguroi chiing 6 chuyén gi ca? Khong gi hét?”

Luke vo dau bt toc, nhim it lai mot lt. “Sao em lai nghi i ¢6 chuyén gi duoc?”

“Tai sa0 ?” t0i nhin anh trén trdi. “Luke, anh c6 nghiém tiic khong thé? Em bét dau nghi ng tir dau u? Tir tat ca nhing kn anh ra ngoai gip c0 ta, chi
hai nguoi. Tat ca nhitng tin nhén tiéng Latin ma anh khong dinh n6i voi em ay. Va tir viéc moi ngudi & cong ty anh du cu xtt ky quéc voi em.. em trong
thay anh va c0 ra than mit bén nhau 6 ban lim viéc ctia ¢0 ra... va anh n6i doi, cai démdi dy L trao Giai thirong Tai chinh ay...” Giong t6i bat dau rung
rung. “Embiét [ anh khong dén do that...”

“Anh n6i ddi vi anh khéng muén m em lo Fing!” Giong Luke c6 vé hét chiu ndi va tirc gian hon bao gio hét. “Nhén vién cta anh c6 vé ky la vianh da
2tri mdt email hang loat n6i rang khong ai, khong mét ai, duoc nhic dén cac van de€ clia cong ty voi em. Neu khong s€ bi duoi viée. Becky... anh chi
muon bao vé em”

T6i chot nhé lai canh anh ngdi bén ban kim viée trong bong t6i, cau méy. Tir nhiéu tudn trrde. Anh tré nén budn bi va lo dang tir do.

Nhung thé thi sao Venetia lai n6i..

Sao co ta Iai...

“C6 ta n6i voi em ring anh sip bo em dé dén véi co ta.” Gior thi giong t6i dd gan nhur lac hin. “C5 ta n6i anh chi mudn gip con sau nay.” Dot nhién toi
khoc nic lén.

“Bo em? Becky, lai ddy ndo.” Luke choang tay qua 6m toi tht chit va tdi chot vii dAu vao ngue anh, nurée mét dan dya dAm ca 40 so mi anh. “Anh yéu
em,” anh khang dinh. “Anh s& khong bao gio' bé em. Hay Birkin bé bong ctia ching ta.”

Lamthé ndo anh...

Oi. Han I anh d3 tim thdy danh sach tén dt cho con ctia toi.

“Gior thi 3 Armageddon 161, t6i vira sut sit vira dinh chinh. “Hozc 1 Pomegranate. Embao me anh thé.”
“Tuyét voi. Anh hy vong ba 4y lin ra ngit.”

“Cing suyt.” Toi ¢b mim cudi - nhung khong thé. Moi thir van con dau don qua. T6i da mit hang ruin hang tuan troi lo Fing va tudng tuong va so hii
diéu t6i t€ nhat. Toi khong thé clr bung tay mdt phat 1a lai binh thuong trd dugc.

“Em da nghii dén viéc 1aim ba me don than,” toi nc. “Em dé nghii 1 anh yéu ¢6 ta. Em khong biét sao anh lai la ky dén thé. That kinh khing. Néu gap vin



dé trong cong viéc thi anh phéi ndi voi em chir.”

“Anh biét Ia nén thé.”” Anh im king mot chit, ti cam Ién dAu ti. “Va lai, thanh thue ma ndi, Becky... thr tuyét khi cé mdt noi dé trén khoi toan b nhiing
chuyén do.”

T6i ngng dau Ién nhin Luke that k§. Trong anh kinh qud. VA mét moi nita, ti chot nhan ra. RAt, rat mét.

“C6 chuyén gi thé?”” t6i lau mit. “Khé khin gi thé? Anh phai ndi voi emngay.”

“Arcodas,” anh ndi ngiin gon.

“Nhung em tuéng vu d6 dang rat ngon kinh ma,” t6i n6i, bdi rdi. “Em tudng thé nén anh méi mo thém vin phong moi.”
“Anh uéc gi minh dimg c6 qué lac quan nhu thé.” Giong anh am dam dén mrc t6i cam thiy ndi so' hi thiic vao tim minh.

“Luke, da xay ra chuyén gi thé2” t6i caing thiing néi. “Minh ngdi xudng tir tir n6i.” Toi kho nhoc vao phong khach ctia Fabia rdi ngdi thup xudng mot
chiéc sofa boc da 1on mém nhim.

“Rét nhiéu chuyén,” Luke ndi, theo sau t6i. Anh thodng nhuréng may khi nhin thay hai cai gbi tra cd chit “B” va “L”, 1di ngdi xudng, tay chong dau. Em
s€ khong nuon biet dau.

“Bm muén. Em muén biét moi chuyén. Tir dau.”

“P6 [a mit con dc mong,” Anh quay niit vé phia t6i. “Con ac mong lon nhét mit vu kién vé 01 quéy roi.

“Quéy r6i?” t6i ha hbc mdm nhin anh.

“Sally- Ann Davies. Nho ¢6 4y khong?”

“Tét nhién.” T6i gt dau. “Thé ¢6 chuyén gi?”

Sally-Ann kim viéc cho Brandon Communications tir hdi ti moi quen Luke. C6 4y kha it ni, nhung rt tt va dang tin cy.

“C6... vai vu viéc giita ¢d Ay va Tain. C6 dy ndi Iain tan tinh ¢6 Ay theo cach thd 16, khé chiu. C6 Ay ¢6 than phién. Con dng ta thi cudi pha Ién phi
I]lﬁn‘”

“Troi of, khimg khiép qua,” t6i hon hén. “Thé... anh nghi sa0?”
“Anh tin Sally- Ann mdt trm phan trim.” Giong Luke nghe cuc ky cuong quyét.

Toi im king. PAu éc t6i chot nhé dén cai phong bi Ién ma Dave Sharpness dua cho. Ho so mi 6ng ta thu rhdp duoc vé Tain. Toan bd nhitng vu “bung
bit” dy.

Minh ¢6 nén cho Luke biét khong?

Khong Khong, trir phi bj bt budc. Vige d6 s dan dén hng loat cau hoi khé tré 107, va c6 thé anh s& cau dién néu biét toi da lim gi. Ma déng ndo thi toi
ciing da huy tat ca nhitng gi ¢6 trong ho so d6 nén cling ching con bang chiing nita.

“U.” t6i tir ton nOL “Em cling tin ¢6 ay. The... Tain n6i gi?”

“Ching ¢6 g dang nhdc lai.” Mt Luke danh lai. “Ong ta budc i ¢o Ay da bia chuyén dé duoc thing tién. Quan diém ctia 6ng ta vé phu nit thit hét chd
n61.”

T6i cau may, ¢b ging nhd lai vai tudn qua. “C6 phéi chuyén ndy xay ra hom anh khong thé dén 16p hoc danh cho ba bau ctia em khong?”

“U, homdo 1 bit dau.” Anh bop trén. “Becky, anh khong thé n6i véi em dugc. Tin anh di, anh mudn Em, nhung anh biét em s& lo Eing khi biét. Ma
Venetia d4 bao anh la em can phai ludn giit binh tinh.”

Giit binh tinh. Phai rdi, vi ké hoach ndy ctia ¢6 ra thue sy hiéu qué.

“Thé da xay ra chuyén gi? ”

“Sally-Ann rat rong lwong trude chuyén nay. C6 4y noi péu dugc chuyép sang lam viéc voi khach hang khéc thi c6 dy s& khong day chuyén di xa thém
nita. Di nhién 1a bon anh da lam thé. Nhung dieu d6 khién ca cong ty that vong.” Anh tho dai. “Noi that long, lam vi€e voi Arcodas rat kho, ngay tir

dau.”

“Tain kinh tom Fm, dung khong?” ti néi thing thimg.



“Khdng phai chi minh 6ng ta.” Luke !e‘ic dau. Ca bd sau ciia n6. Bon ho i dam nguoi thich chén ép ké khéc, tit ca bon ho.” Mit anh thoang phi bong
den. “Va gio... chuyén do lai xay ra lan nira.”

“V6i Sally-Ann tiép 427

Luke Fic dau. “Amy Hil, mot trong s6 cac tro 1Y, da bi mdt g trong nhom bén Arcodas im cho khoc hét mrde miit. Ga gidn dit quét théo dp phé va
0 ay noi cam thay bi de doa vé mit co the.”

“Anh dua a?”

“Ho Iwon quanh cong ty nhur thé ho s& hitu no...” Anh thé hét ra that manh, nhu thé ¢6 gitt minh binh tinh. “Anh d triéu tip hop va yéu cdu nhan vién
Arcodas d6 phai xin 16i Amy.”

“H c6 lam khong?”

“Khong” Mit Luke cau lai. “Hén nmudn sa thai Anmy.”

“Sa thai?”” Toi choang vang,

“Céu chuyén ctia héin i Amy thiéu ndng hrc, va néu c6 dy m duoc viée thi hin chéng viée gi phai clmg réin dén thé. Trong khi Ay, tit ca nhn vién cia
anh hiép luc lai. Ho viét email phan d6i giri cho anh, bao rang s&€ khong dung dén vu Arcodas nita, doa thoi viéc...” Luke ia tay vao toc, trong dung kicu
bibua vay tr phia. “Nhu anh n6i day, d6 la mbt con dc mong.” T6i in minh sdu thém vao chice sofa ctia Fabia, ¢6 ging ticu hoa toan bd cau chuyén.
Toi1 khong the tin dugc rang Luke da phai chung song voi ngan ay lo lang trong sudt quing thoi gian dai nhu the. Giir hét trong long, c6 gang bao vé toi.
Va khong hé ngoai tinh.

Toi nhin khuon it anh in nita, anh quay di trénh dnh mét t0i. Anh vin 6 thé n6i doi, toi chot nghii Ngay cé vu véi Arcodas 1 ¢6 that. Anh van co thé
hen ho véi Venetia. Y nghi Anh ay chi vo lam the d€ co6 vui théi lai chay qua dau toi lan thir mdt nghin.

“Luke, xin anh,” t6i vdi noi. “Xin anh. Hay cho embiét sy that, mot 1an va dut khodt. Anh co dang hen ho voi ¢o ta khong?”
“Sao?” Luke quay sang toi, ngac nhién. “Becky, anh tudng vu d6 minh da xong roi...?”

“C6 ta ndi anh dang dién.” Toi kho s6 viin xodn cac ngon tay. “Tat ca nhitng chuyén ny c6 thé chi |2 nguy trang. DE... dé emkhoi buon.” Luke quay
sang nhin thang vao mit t6i, nam ldy ca hai tay t6i, that chat.

“Becky, bon anh khong hen ho. Khéng ¢6 chuyén gi ca. Anh khong biét phéi noi thé nio cho don gian hon nira.”
“Thé sao c6 ta n6i hai nguoi dang hen ho?”

“Anh khong biét.” Giong Luke nghe nhu chiu hét nbi. “Thyre 1ong anh ching hiéu c6 ta dang n6i vé chuyén gi. Nghe ndy, Becky, em phai tin anh. Em ¢
lam dugc khong?”

Imlang, Sy that I3, t6i khong biét nira. Toi khong biét minh con ¢6 thé tin tudng anh khong,

“Emmudn udng trd,” cubi ciing t6i Am bam, rdi dimg day.

Toi cir nghi tat ca s& kha hon néu ching toi néi chuyén, khi ching t6i ké hét moi chuyén. Nhung rdi thé nay déy, moi chuyén da phoi bay hét, nhu mot
cudc trién 1im ngoai troi. VA t6i van khong biét nén tin gl. Tranh 4nh mét Luke, t6i tién vao bép va bat dau md hét may céi ti bép duoc dong thi cong
cua Fabia ra tim tra. Troi o, day dugc coi 1a nha minh. Minh phai biet tra ¢ dau chir.
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“Thir céi kia xem,” Luke néi, khi t6i md dén céi til bép day xoong chao va dong sim nd lai, mdi tdi né khong “sani” tiéng ndo vi nd qua dt va tinh xio.
“Cai ¢ goc ay?”

“U nhi.” T6i md ti1 va nhin thiy mot hop tra i loc. Toi dat né Ién ban bép rdi dimg twra vao ban, kiét strc. Lic ndy Luke da tién dén canh cira kinh
khong 10 ¢ dang sau va nhin dam damra vuron, vai bat dong,

Pay khong hé giéng ké hoach m t6i da 1én cho cude doan tu ciia minh. Khong mot chit ndo.

“Anh dinh lam gi v6i Arcodas?”” cudi cling t6i n6i, xoan soi déy ti loc. “Anh khong duoc sa thai Amy.”

“Tét nhién anh s& khong sa thai Amy.”

“Thé phurong 4n ctia anh | gi?”

“Phurong an mot: Anh s€ stra chita moi thir,” Luke ndi, d4u van khong nhuic nhich. “Clﬁp nhén cudc khing hoang, xoa diu moi nguoi, 1o tiép tuc.”

“Cho dén khi chuyén do lai xay ra,” toi noi



“Chinh xéc.” Luke quay lai, nghiém nghi git dAu. “Phurong 4n hai: Anh triéu tip hop véi Arcodas. N6i thing vdi ho anh khong dinh dé nhén vién ctia minh
bi chén ép. Bit ho xin 16i Amy. Bat ho thay Iy 8.”

“Con phurong 4n ba?” nhin nét mét anh t6i ¢ thé thiy con phurong an ba nita.

“Phurong 4n ba: néu ho khong hop tac...” Anh ngimg lai rdt lu. “Bon anh s& tir chbi im viée v6i ho. Rt khoi hop dong.”

“Nhur thé c6 kha thi khong?”

“S& kha thi.” Anh dua mu ban tay Ién dui mét. “S& mat cuc ky nhidu tif:n Néu rirt ngay trong nim dau s& bj phat hop dong, Ma bon anh con dang m&
van phong & khap chau Au nho hop dong nay. D6 I ra phai la mot the gidi moi hoanh trang ctia bon anh. Canh cong dua bon anh dén nhirng dicu lon
lao va tot dep hon.”

Toi ¢6 thé nghe thiy sur tht vong ning né trong giong n6i ctia anh. Bat chot t6i mudn choang tay qua 6manh that chit. Hbi Brandon Communications
gianh dugc hgp dong véi Arcodas, moi nguodi da phan khich biét bao. Ho da lam viéc rat vat va vi nd. N6 duong nhu 1a mot giai thudng vay.

“Vay gio anh dinh lam gi?” t6i ngdp ngung hoi.
Luke cAmmdt chiéc kep loai ¢d ding dé tach hat dé tir ban canh tudng Ién. Anh bt dau xoay xoay tay cam, it bat dong.

“Hozc anh ¢6 thé bao nhén vién phai Bmndt. C6 thé vai ngudi s& théi viée... nhung nhitng ngudi khac s& phuc ting. Ai ciing can viée im. Ho s& chiu
dung duoc may chuyén khon kiep thoi”

“Va ta s& c6 mdt cong ty khon khd.”

“Mot cong ty khén khd va kiém dugc.” Trong giong anh c6 sic thai gi d6 ma t6i khong thich. “Chiing ta lap cong ty dé kiém tién ma, nhd khong?”
Con t6i tir dung dap manh khién t6i nhan mét. Moi thir that ... dau dén. T6i. Luke. Toan bo tinh hudng kinh khiing nay.

“Anh dau ¢ mudn thé,” ti ni.

Luke khong nhic nhich dui chi mt co. Mt anh danh lai. Bt ci ai chimg kién cénh ndy cling s& nghi anh khong dong ¥ hotic khong nghe thy hogc
khong quan tAm. Nhung t6i biét anh dang nghi gi. Anh yéu cong ty ctia anh. Anh yéu né khi n6 an nén lamra, thanh cong va vui vé.

“Luke, nhiig nhan vién ¢ Brandon Communicatons...” To6i tién mdt budc lai phia anh. “Ho 1a gia dinh anh. Ho da trung thanh voi anh trong sudt nhimg
nam qua. Thir twong tuong Amy la con gii anh xem. C6 dy s& mudn sép ctia minh dimg vé phia minh. Y em ... anh 1a sép cta chinh anh! Toan bg van
dé 1a: anh khong budc phai lam viéc véi bat cur ail”

“Anh s& n6i chuyén véi ho.” Mit Luke van nhin chiim chiim xudng dét. “Anh s& tim dugc 16i ra. C6 thé bon anh s& giai quyét dwoc moi chuyén.”

“C6 thé.” Toi gt dau, cb ging cho giong minh nghe c6 vé hy vong hon thirc té dang cam thiy.

Bit ngo, Luke dat céi kep hat dé xudng ban va nhin Ién. “Becky, néu cudi cling anh quyét dinh rit khoi thoa thuan voi Arcodas... ching ta s& khong con
1a dai gia nira. Em hiéu khong.”

Toi thay nhoi dau. That thia vi biét bao khi moi chuyén déu thuan loi, ching t6i sép chinh phyc thé gi6i va di lai bang phi co riéng. Toi con dang dinh mua
d6i bot cao got tuyét voi gia ca nghin bang & Vivienne Westwood nita.

Théi ké. O Topshop ciing c6 hing nhéi gia ndm muoi bang. Toi s& mua cai do vay.

“C6 thé bay gio thi khong ™ Toi vénh mit lén ddy vé thach thirc, “Nhung ching ta s& lai gidu khi anh ky duoc hop dong tiép theo. Con hién tai...” roi nhin
quanh can bep long lanh toan d6 hiéu dang kha khimra phét day chr. Bao thi dé nim nao day mua cting duoc.” Toi nghi mot lat. “Ma thire ra hét mbt
nmua dao roi. Minh chang can mot hon lam gi.”

Luke nhin t6i khéng chop mét mot Ic, rdi chot bat cuoi.

“Em biét khong, Becky Bloomwood? Em s& i mdt ba me ra trd diy.”

“Oil” t6i @6 mit. “Thét khong? Theo cach tt chir?”

Luke di qua gian bép tién t6i diu dang dt tay lén bung toi. “Dira nhoc ndy rat may mén,” anh thi thAm

“Ngoai trir viéc em chéing thudc bai hat ru ndo ca,” t6i ndi, hoi i rii. “Em s& khong biét cho né ngii thé ndo.”

“Ngudi ta cir danh gid qua cao my bai hat ru d6,” Luke tur tin n6i. “Anh s& doc vai doan trong t& FT cho n6 nghe. N6 s& nga kho ngay lp tirc.”

Ca hai chiing t6i cting nhau nhin ci bung cang tron ctia t6i mdt Iat. Toi van chura hoan toan hidu ndi cai thure & 1 ¢6 mdt dira tré bén trong minh. Ma nd



s& phai chui ra... bang cdch nio do.

OK, dirng nghi xa dén thé. Van con thi g & ho phét minh ra c4i gi ddy ma.

Lat sau Luke ngéng dAu Ién. Biéu hién trén mit anh that ky la, kho hiéu.

“Thé... cho anh biét di, Becky,” anh nhe nhing n6i. “Déy i Armageddon hay Pomegranate?”
“Gi c0?” t6i nhin anh lung ting,

“Séng nay khi vé nha anh da cb nghi xem em da di ddu. Anh luc tung ngiin ti ctia em 1én tim manh moi..” Anh ngdp ngimg, “Va thiy B6 du doan gioi
tinh d6. Emda biet

Tim t6i dap mdt nhip manh khing khiép. Chét tiét. L3 ra minh nén virt nd di. Minh ngu qué.

Luke dang mim curdi nhung t6i ¢6 thé trong thdy nét ton thurong phang phét trong mét anh. Va dot nhién t6i thiy tht kinh khung. T6i khong hiéu sao
minh lai ¢6 thé Vlén ke hoach loai Luke ra khdi mt khoanh khic quan trong dén thé. Tham chi gio t6i con khong hiéu sao minh ttrng nuion biét gidi tinh
dura tré dén the. Ai thém quan tm chir?

Toi dt ban tay Ién tay anh va siét chit. “Thyc ra, Luke a, em da khong lim xét nghiém d6. Nén em khong biét.”

Nét budn ba trén mét Luke khong hé thay déi. “Théi nao Becky. Cho anh biét di. Néu chi con mdt trong hai ching ta duoc ngac nhién thi chd doi dén
khoanh khac d6 con co y nghia gi nira.”

“Em da khong Am xét nghiém d6!” t6i khang khang, “That ma! Mét nhiéu thoi gian qué, lai con phai tiém tiéc...”

Anh khong tin toi. Nhin it anh t0i biét. Ching t6i s& & trong phong dé, ho ndi “La con trail” hay bt ctr cai gi - va tat ca nhing gi anh nghi s& 1 “Becky
biét thira r6i.”

Mot cuc nghen déng Ién trong ¢6 hong toi. Toi khong muén nhur thé. Téi mudn ching t6i ciing nhau phét hién ra.

“Luke, em khong biét,” 10i tuyét vong noi, muée miit hung trong. “Thuc sw &y, n6i thit | em khong biét! Em khong n6i ddi anh dau. Anh phai tin em
Chuyén do s€ 1a mdt diéu... ngac nhién tuyét voi, tuyét diéu. Cho ca hai ching ta.”

T6i ngude miét nhin anh trén trdi, ca nguoi toi cang ra, tay ndm chét vay. Luke sam soi k§ mit toi.
“OK.” Tran anh cudi ciing ciing ddn ra. “OK, anh t
“Va em ciing tin anh.” Nhirng 101 ny budt khoi miéng toi m khong hé béo trude.

Nhung gio khl da n6i, t0i nhn ra ching la that. Toi co thé yéu cau thém b?}ng cht'mg chimg t6 Luke khong hen ho voi Venetia. Toi c6 thé thué tham tir
theo doi anh lan nita. T6i c6 theé hoan toan hoang tirdng va dau kho cho dén chét.

Cudi cting thi ban ludn phai kra chon xem minh ¢6 tin rudng ai do khong, Va t6i da chon. Toi tin.

“Lai day ndo.” Luke kéo t6i lai 5m vao ong. “Khong sao ma em yéu. Moi chuyén s& on cé thoi.”

Mot 14t sau t6i ddy Luke ra. Toi hit sau vao, ¢b ging gitr binh tinh, va dain mt ra. R t6i quay sang anh.

“Luke, sao Venetia lai noi anh dang ngoai tinh voi ¢ ta trong khi khong phéi thé?”

“Anh khong biét.” Trong Luke thire swr bdi roi. “Em cé chéic chéin mot trdm phén trim 1 ¢6 ta néi thé khong? Em khong hiéu nhAm y ¢6 ta chi?”

“Khong!” toi cau tiét dap lai ngay. “Em dau dén ndi ngbe nhur thé! RS rang ¢6 ta ¢6 y d0.” Toi ly trom mit chlec khan lau trong bep ctia Fabia dé xi
1. “Va anh biét khong, em s& khong dé c6 ta do con ching ta ra doi. Hodc 1 di dén bt cir bita tiéc tra ngu nge ndo ctia ¢b ta.”

“U.” Luke gat dau. “Anh chic 14 ching ta c6 thé quay lai v6i bac si Braine. Em biét khong, ong Ay van email cho anh vai lan, chi dé hoi thim em.”
“That sao? Ong Ay tot nhi...”

Chudng cira reo khién t6i gidt ban minh. Ho ddy. Suyt nita thi toi quén béng,

“Ai day?” Luke hoi.

“La Vogue!” t6i vui turoi n6i. “Toan bd 1y do em c6 mit & day! D chyp hinh!”

T6i vi va vao sanh - va ngay khi théy hinh anh minh trong grong t6i chot giat bén minh khiép hai. Mat thi nhem nhudc; mit thi d6 ngiu, sung mong; con
nu cudi thi méo x¢ch. Toi khong theé nhd duong di 10i lai trong ngdi nha ndy. Toi da quén sach nhitng cau hay ho dinh n6i. Tham chi t6i con khong nhd



i cai quan 16t chén gdi ctia minh 14 ctia héing ndo. Toi khong thé 1én béo dugc.

Chudng ctra lai reo, hai Jan nita.

“Em khong dinh ra mo ctra a?” Luke da theo t6i vao sanh.

“Em phai hily vu ndy thoi” Budn ba, t6i quay lai d6i dién véi anh. “Nhin em ndy. Em i mot dng 1on xon! Em khong thé thé nay ma Ién Vogue dugc!”
“Em s& tuyét voi,” anh cuong quyét dap, va sai budc ra ctra.

“Ho nghi day 1 nha chuiing ta!”” t6i hoang loan rit 1én véi cheo anh. “Emnéi véi ho i minh séng ¢ ddy.”

Luke ngodi lai liéc t6i mdt phét kiéu Em-nghi-anh-ngde-Em-ha? rdi mo cira.

“Xin chio!” anh ndi, bang giong tur tin, giamrddc-mdt-cong-ty-Ion. “Chao mimg dén nha ching t6i.”

Céc chuyén vién trang diém nén dugc nhin giai Nobel vi da tang thém hanh phiic cho con nguoi. Ca miy ngudi im toc nira.

Va Luke nita.

Lic nay d 14 ba tiéng sau va phong van dién ra siéu t6t dep. Luke khién méy nguoi & Vogue mé ngay khi ho t6i, va trong day thuyét phuc khi dan ho di
thim quanh nha. Ho tin sai ¢0 rang chiing t6i song & day that!

Toi cam théy nhu minh 1 ngudi khéc. Tat nhién 14 trong t01 y nhu mOt nguoi khéc. Nhimng vét lem ludc trén mit t6i da dugc che di hét, va co chuyén
vién trang dlem ay qua thue dé thuong Co 4 4y bao da timg thiy nhiéu nguoi t hon nhleu, va it nhat t0i ciing khong phai dang phé mm tity. Hodic dén
mudn séu tiéng dong hd. Va it nhét toi ciing khong mang theo mdt con chd dmTndo ddy. (Toi co cam gidc ¢b Ay khong thich miy c6 ngudi mau im.)

Toc t6i trong rat tuyét va 6ng 4, ho lai con mang cho t6i méc nhitng bd quin 4o long lanh nhét, tit ca iy tir cdi xe mode d0 ngoai kia. Va giov t0i dang
dung trén cau thang Iwon trong bd vay dai ctia Missoni, cuoi rang & khi my anh tanh tach chyp, cam thay minh y nhur Claudia Schiffer hay ai day.

Con Luke thi d{mg dudi chan cau thang, huéng lén t0i mim cudi khich I¢. Anh & ddy tir dau dén cubi, hiy toan b hop hanh trong budi sang, tham gia tr
101 phong van va moi thir. Anh néi viéc ¢6 con khién anh quan tm dén nhiéu viéc khac nita va anh cho rang duroc lim cha s thay doi con ngudi anh.
Anh n6i gio trong t6i dep hon bat ctr khi nao anh ting thay (cai ndy thi hoan toan 1a n6i doi, nhung ching sao). Anh noi...

D sao thi anh ciing ndi vo s diéu tot dep. Va anh biét ai i ngudi dd vé& bire tranh treo trén 1o sudi phong khach khi ho hoi. Anh thit xudt sic!

“Gior ching ta ra ngoai duoc chua?”” Tay nhiép anh nhin Martha do hoi.

“Y hay ddy.” co git dau, va toi lai xudng cau thang, can thin ning vay lén.

“C6 I¢ o1 s€ mac vay Oscar de la Renta nhi?”

Tay stylist mang dén cho t6i mjt bd damkem ao choang dién budi tdi miu tia tuyét chira timg thiy, chédc hin by da duoc may cho mdt ngdi sao dién
anh mang bau nao d6 méc di du budi dien ra mat nhung c6 ay khdng méc. Minh phai méc thir mdi duoc.

“U, bd d6 s& rat ndi trén tham co.” Martha i vé cudi sanh va nheo niit nhin qua cira kinh. “Khu viron tuyét qué di mat! Hai nguoi tur thiét ké va cham
soc day a2”

“Tét nhién roi!” t6i liéc nhin Luke.

“Ching t6i thué mdt cong ty chuyén Bm viron, duong nhién rdi,” anh néi, “nhung toan bd ¥ téng thi | ctia ching t61.

“U'tr,” t6i gt dau. “Cam himg ctia chiing t6i dwoc khoi goi tir Thién dao... két hop voi. .. cdu tric do thi...”

“Viée sip dat vi tri cac cy | t6i quan trong dbi voi ca khubn vién,” Luke n6i thém. “Chiing t6i d& phai di chuyén ching it nhét ba lan.”

“Wow.” Martha git dAu ra chiéu hiéu biét va tbc ky vao sb tay. “Hai nguoi that ding 13 nhitng ngiroi dammé sy hoan hao!”

“Ching t6i chi quan tim dén thiét ké thoi,” Luke néi mt cach nghiém tic. Anh ném cho t0i mdt cai nhay it that nhanh va toi phai c6 ging nin cudi.
“Vay chic I hai nguroi dang mong ngéng duoc ngim con minh trén tham c6 xanh kia im nhi?”” C6 nguée 1én, mim cudi. “Tép bo... tp di...”
“Vang,” Luke cAm tay toi. “Tat nhién | ching t6i mong im.”

Toi dinh n6i thém méy thir - nhung bung 0 dot nhién thét lai, nhur ¢6 ai bop manh bang ca hai tay. Gitr d¢ ¥ t6i m6i théty n6 nhur thé mdt e rdi - nhung
lan nay ¢6 vé manh hon. “Oii,” t6i thot Ién, trude khi kip ngan minh lai.

“Sao thé?” trong



“Khdng sao,” t61 voi noi. “Gio t6i mic b vay 4o kia vao duoc chura?”

“Phai trang diém lai cho ¢6 mdt chut d4,” Martha n6i. Ma minh nén kiém chit gi bo bung da nhi?”

Toi bude qua sanh, tién dén cira trude rdi dimg lai. Bung t6i lai quin Ién An nita. Khong thé nhim duoc.
“Sao thé?” Luke nhin toi. “Becky, ¢ chuyén gi thé?”

OK. Birng hoang loan.

“Luke,” t6i n6i binh finh nhét ¢6 thé, “em nghil em sép dé roi. Em thiy thé niy mot lic roi.”

Bung t6i lai dau thEi:[, va 101 bt dau tap thé ndong, nhur Noura béo trong gior hoc hom dé. Trdi oi, tht ngac nhién I t6i dang bét chude ¢d Ay, mot cach
ban nang, chuan biet bao.

“Mot ic?” Luke sai budc vé phia t6i, trong lo Fing, “Chinh xac thi 1 bao 1au?”

T6i nh¢ lai lic minh dé y toi nhitg con co thét nay lin dau tién. “Hinh nhur gin ndm tiéng? Térc 1 ¢6 I em d& mo dwoc... nam phan 16, chéc thé?”
“M& nam phan?”’ Luke nhin t6i chdm chip. “Thé tirc 1 sa0?”

“Tire 1a emdi duoc nira duong rdi.” Giong ti run én vi phén khich. “C6 nghiia 1 ching ta sép dugc bé con roil”

“Lay Chiia Jesus.” Luke rut dién thoai ra va dién cuéng bam sd. “A 162 Xin cho mit xe c?ip ctru. Nhanh Ién!”

Khi anh doc dia chi t6i cam thdy du gbi minh run run. Theo tinh ton thi phai dén ngay muoi chin co ma. T6i trdng nhitng ba tun nita.
“C6 chuyén gl thé?” Martha ni, nging 1én khoi miy ghi chép. “Ching ta ra chup canh ngoai virdn nhé?”

“Becky dang dau dé,” Luke n6i, gap dién thoai lai. “Toi e 1 ching t6i phai di bay gio.”

“Pau d¢?”” Martha danh roi ca s6 ghi chép 1an bit va phéi quo quang nhit ching 1én. “Oi trdi oi! Nhung chura dén ngdy ma, phai khong?”
“Diing ngaty thi phéi ba tuan nira,” Luke n6i. “Thé nay hin 14 sinh s6m.”

“C6 khong sao chir, Becky?”” Martha nhin t6i chim chim. “C c6 can thudc giam dau khong?”

“Toi sir dung phurong phap tu nhién,” ti thé hén hén, nim chit cai vong cd. “Pay 1 d4 sinh nd ctia ngudi Maori.”

“Wow!” Martha thit Ién, nguéch ngoac tdc ky. “Cé danh van tir Maori duoc khong?”

Bung t6i lai dau thét va toi nim hon da chat hon. Ngay ca khi dau thé nay t6i vin khong thé ngin minh Fhéy hén hoan. Nguoi ta n6i ding, sinh n6 ding la
mot trai nghiém tuyét voi. Toi cam thay nhur the ca co the t61 dang hoat dong hai hoa, nhur the day 1a dicu ma co the t6i dugc thiet ké dé thue hién tir dau.

“Tti d6 mang di sinh ciia ¢6 da sip xép sin sang chua?”” Martha hoi, nhin t6i lo Fing. “C phéi cé mot tii db, ding khong nhi?”
“T6i co va li,” t6i ndi khong ra hoi.

“Puoc 1di,” Luke ndi, cat dién thoai lai. “i ly nio. Nhanh Ién. O dau? Ca gidy to theo doi nhing lan khém thai trude nira.
“O...” Toi ngimg lai giita cau. Tat ca déu dang & nha. Nha that ctia ching toi.

“Um.. trong phong ngi. Canh ban phén.” T6i nhin anh, thoang tuyét vong, Mit Luke 4anh Ién khi chot hiéu ra.

“Tét nhién i, anh n6i. “Chéc... Anh chic 14 ching ta c6 thé danh thoi gian tim néu can.”

“Toi s& Ién By cho ¢6,” Martha t6 ¥ gifp d&. “O bén no ciia ban phén?”

“Khong! Y t6i ... trm.... thue ra, n6 kia ri! T6i chi vao cai ciip Mulberry da ning vira dé ¥ thiy ¢ ti trong sanh. “Em quén mit, em da dé n6 & ddy cho
san sang.”

“U"” Luke kéo 16 ra khoi t0, hoi chat vat mdt chut, va mot qua bong tennis roi ra.
“Sao c6 lai mang theo bong tennis dén bénh vién?” Martha hoi, trong b rdi.

“PR... er... mit xa. Oi trdi oi..” TOi ndm thét chit hon d4 Maori va tho siu.



“Em khong sao chir, Becky?” Luke ndi, vé lo ing, “Cé vé tinh hinh dang x4u di.”” Anh nhin dong hd. “Cai xe cap ciru chét tiét dy dau rdi khong biét?””
“Céc con dau cang lic cang dir doi,” t6i cd ging git dau giira con dau. “C6 khi biy gioy emmd sau, bay phén rdi ciing nén.”

“Nay, xe cAp ciru dén rdi” Tay nhiép anh thd dau khoi cira trude. “Vira dd lai day nay.”

“Minh nén di thoi.” Luke chia tay d& t6i. “Em di duoc khong?”

“Chéc I duge. Hoi khé mot chit.

Ching t6i ra khoi cira trude va dimg lai ¢ bac thang trén ctng. Chiéc xe cap ctru lim nghén ca mdt doan duong, dén xanh nhdp nhay quay tron. Téi cd
the thay vai ngudi dang dimng xem, phia bén kia duong,

Pén e rdi day. Khi rdi bénh vién vé... Toi s& co baby!
“Chiic may niin!” Martha goi véi theo. “Chiic me tron con vudng nhé!”
“Becky, anh yéu em.” Luke siét tay t0i that chit. “Anh rit tw hao vi em Em Jam tuyét Eim! Em thit binh tinh, that diém tinh...”

“Em thay hoan toan tur nhién,” t6i n6i, véi mdt ndi kinh s khiém nhudng, nhur Patrick Swayze ni cho Demi Moore biét thién durong thé nao & cudi phim
Hon ma. Pau don... nhung cling that dep.”

Hai nhn vién cAp ctru da xubng xe va dang tién vé phia toi. “Sin sang chura?” Luke liéc xubng toi.
“Uh-huh.” Téi hit vao thét sdu va bat dau budc xudng bac thang, “Minh di di.”
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Chuong 18
Hir. Toi khong tin. Khong phai toi dau dé, rét cude 1 thé ddy. Toi ching c6 baby hay céi gi ca.

That vo Iy, t6i thure long vﬁr} nghi 3 ho nhdm. T6i ¢6 dit moi triéu chimg co' ma! Nhiing con co théit déu dan, dau heng (irm, hoi dau dau thoi), y nhur sach
ndi. Nhung ho chi cho t6i vé va ndi t6i khong dau dé hay sap dau, thim chi sap sap dau cling khong, Ho bao d6 khong phai 14 nhitng con dau dé thét.

Toan b chuyén nayau ho mot chit. Déic biét khi toi héi thude gy té va ho cudi phé lén. Ho dau c6 nhét thit phéi cuoi phd ken nhur thé. Hodic goi dién
cho ban beé budn chuyén nay. T6i da nghe thady mot nit hd sinh goi dién budn, dui co ta chi thi thim.

Chuyén nay cting khién t6i suy nghf lai toan b vé viée sinh nd, ¥ t6i 1, néu d6 khong phai la that... thi thé quai ndo méi 1a that? Vay L sau khi tir bénh
vién vé, t0i dd c6 mot cude n6i chuyén lau, thing thén véi Luke. Toi bao anh t6i da suy nghi can than va di t6i két ludn I t6i khong thé dé duoc, va ching
ti s& phai tim giai phap khac.

Trude vige nay, anh thuc sur ngot ngao, va khong chi ndi, “Cung a, cung s& 6n thof” (nhur con mu tur van sinh né ngd ngén qua dién thoai dy). Anh n6i toi
nén 4p dung moi bién phép giam dau c6 thé, dimg quan tim dén gi4 tién. Nén t6i da thué mdt chuyén gia mat xa chan tay, mt chuyén vién mét xa da
néng, mot nha tri li¢u theo li€u phap huong thom, mdt tlmy cham ctru, mit thay vi lugng dong can va mdt ba d&. Ngoai ta toi con goi dién dén bénh vién
hang ngy, chi dé chic chén ring cac béc si giy mé ctia ho van chira 6m hét hay bj ket trong ti1 dd hay g ca.

Va toi da virt cai hon da sinh nd ngu ngbe d6 di. Thi ti van luén cho ring nd 1 thir v& van na.

Gidr d4 13 mdt tudn sau - va tir hdm do van ching c6 chuyén gi xay ra ca, trir viéc t6i béo 1én va niing né hon bao gior hét. Hom qua chiing toi dén gip
bac si Braine, va 6ng ndi moi chuyén c6 vé nhur 6n ¢4, dira nhoc d xoay vé ding vi tri, va do I tin tt knh. Hirm. Tin t5t cho dira tré, chic thé. Chir
khong phai cho toi. Toi hdu nhur khong di lai ndi, hodc ngi. Bém qua t6i thire gidc ic ba gio sang va cam thay kho chiu dén mirc thim chi ndm trén
girong thoi ciing khong thé, nén t6i da di xem chwrong trinh truyén hinh cap tén ki Sinh né thyre € - Khi bi kich tré nén i té.

Gio nghi lai thi thy c6 & viée nay 1 mot sai im. Nhung may ma Luke ciing thirc, anh da pha mt cde s6 ¢6 la nong dé gitp toi binh finh lai va bao ring
thye sy khong ¢ khé’néng mot ngay nao do ching toi ]al bi ket trong tuyet trong khi t6i sap sinh mdt cap sinh doi mchang c6 bac sindo trong vong hai
tram dam. Va lai it nhat chiing 61 cling biét phai lam gi néu bi nhur the.

Luc d6 Luke ciing khong ngu yén gidc i tinh hinh vu Arcodas. Ngay nio anh cling trao ddi v6i cac lut su, thao ludn cing nhin vién cta minh, va b
ging khong ngimg dé sap xép mot cude hop voi nhom nhén vién cap cao cta Arcodas nhim tim cach gidi quyét triét dé chuyén ndy. Nhung Tain da hiy
ca hai bubi ma khong béo trude - 1di di cong tac dau d6 mét dang. Vay nén chura c6 gl duoe giai quyét ca, ma chuyén ndy cang kéo dai, Luke cang
cang thing. Nhur thé ca hai ching t6i déu dang dimg trén mdt qua bomnd chim vay, chi biét... cho doi.
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Toi chura bao gity gidi chdy doi. Chdr con ra doi, chd dién thoai, chd ban hing nu... hay chd gi ciing thé.

Diéu tich cuc duy nhit ngay lic ndy i Luke va t0i dang gin b6 hon cé trigu lin truée d6. Sudt tuan vira qua, ching ti d n6i chuyén vé moi thtr. Cong
ty ctia anh, nhitng ké hoach cho tiong lai... mjt dém ching t6i con gidy hét anh tuan trang nét ra xem lai.

Ching t6i da n6i vé moi thi... trir Venetia.

Toi da 6 ging Trong bita ti homra vién, t6i da 6 ging noi véi anh by mit thét clia ¢6 ta. Nhung Luke nghi ngd. Anh noi anh van khong thé tin réng
Venetia da n6i anh va c6 ta dang ngoai tinh voi nhau. Anh n6i ho thyc sy chi 1a ban cfi - va c6 1§ t61 d3 nham hodc hi€u nhdmy ¢ ta chang?

Viée nay khién t6i muon hit ca dia thirc &n vao twong ma hét n, “Anh nghi em ngu dén mitc ndo cht?” Nhung... t6i da khong m thé. Nhur thé s
Kkhién ching t6i cai nhau to, va t6i thuc long khong muon Iam hong buoi toi ay.

Va tir d6 t6i van chua 16i chuyén nay ra. Luke da qua phién mudn 6, t6i khong thé lam thé dwoc. Nhur anh n6i, ching t6i s& khong bao gior phai gip lai
Venetia néu tdi khong muon. Anh da thong bao tin nay voi c0 ta voi t cach mot khach hang PR, bac si Braine nhan lai t61, va Luke hira anh s& khong
Ién bat cir ke hoach gap g0 nao voi cd ta. Theo anh, d6 chi la mdt churong ngan trong doi chung t6i, va n6 da khép lai.

Chi ¢6 diu... toi khong thé khép n6 lai. Tan sau thiam bén trong, t6i vin bj am anh. Toi khong hé nhim. C6 ta dung 1 d4 n6i Luke dang ngoai tinh véi ¢b
ta. Suyt nita 6 ta d& pha tan cudc hon nhin cua chung t6i - vy ma gio ¢ ta lai chuon ém véi viée do.

Minh ma c6 thé gip lai ¢6 ta thi... Minh ma c6 thé cho c6 ta biét minh nghi gi vé ¢6 ta thi...

“Bex, cau lai dang nghién rang kia,” Suze noi, kién nhan. “Théi di.”” C6 da dén day duoc nira tiéng, khé né véc theo ca ddng qua Giang sinh duoc am
thu cong mua tir hoi cho trrdng Emie. Lie ndy ¢6 dang mang lai mdt coc tra 4 mim x0i va banh quy kem lanh hinh 6ng giad Noel, va dét chung lén ban
bép. “Cau phai thoi stress vi vu Venetia di. Khong tot cho dira tré dan.”

“Cau thi thiy khong sao rdi! Cau dau co biét chuyén ndy thé ndo. Khong ai timg bat cau phai di miy di tit kinh khing do, lai con bao c4u rang cau
ching con cude hon nhan ndo niva, ring chdng cau sip bo cu dén noi...

“Nghe nay, Bex,” Suze thd dai. “Du Venetia c6 ndi gi... du ¢ ta ¢6 noi hay khong...”
“Cb ta ¢ ndil” t6i ngAng len, gidn dit. DO 1 didu chinh miéng ¢6 ta ndi, timg tir mot! Cau ciing khong tin minh sao?”

“Tét nhién minh tin!”” Suze ndi, xudng nure. “Tat nhién roi. Nhung cau biét ddy, khi cau mang thai, moi chuyén déu c6 vé t& hon nd von c6. Cau cé thé
da phan tng qua mic...”

“Minh khong phan tmg qua mirc! C6 ta cd cudp chong minh! Gi co? Cau nghi minh bia chuyén sao? Cau nghi minh dyng nén toan bo chuyén nay?”
“Khong!” Suze voi ndi. “Nghe ndy, minh xin 16i. C6 1& ding i ¢6 ta theo dudi Luke that. Nhung ¢ ta dau c6 gianh dugc anh, ding khong?”

“Um.. "

“The thi cho qua di. Cau sdp sinh con 16i, Bex a. D6 méi 1 diéu quan trong, ching phéi sao?”

Trong Suze lo ling qué, minh khong thé ké cho c6 4y nghe a0 udc bi mit trong twéng tuong ctia minh: khong ndi khong ring lao thing vao Trung tim
Sinh con Toan dién, roi ké vai tat ca moi nguoi & dd Venetia thuc sur 1a mdt con me man tra chuyén pha hoai gia dinh ngurdi khac ra sao.

Roi xem ¢6 ta con toan dién kiu gi?
“Thdi duoc,” cudi cing toi ndi. “Minh s& cho qua.”

“Tbt.” Suze vb vao canh tay toi. “Thé, méy gio minh phai di nhi?”” Hom nay t6i s& quay lai The Look, dii da chinh thirc nghi dé - vi ho t6 chirc I8 bét dau
1én danh séch cho cho dong san phammol cta Danny Kovitz. Danny s& ¢ d6 Iic mudi hai gios trua dé ky tang cho nhitng nguoi da dang ky, va da co
hang tram nguoi hoi tham vé dong san phim nay 1!

Tét ca bdng trr thanh mot sy kién kon - mot phén nhd vige mdt dém Danny bi & Coronation Street tom duoc canh dang dinh Fy anh chang moi. Dot
nhién tat ca bao chi déu khai thic cau chuyén nay va ching t6i nhan duoc rat nhiéu chiry. Sang nay thim chi Danny con lén ca chwong trinh Morning
Coffee, ngoi trén sofa danh gia xu hudng thoi trang xuin (anh ndi tat ca cac trang phuc déu kinh tdm, va ho rat thich nghe di€u ndy), va kéu goi moi nguoi
dén The Look.

Ha! Va tat ca déu | nhor y turong moi anh tham gia cta toi. “Vai phit nita minh di nhé,” t6i n6i, fiéc dong ho. “Khong can voi. Ho dau c6 thé dudi viée
minh vi d&n mudn, diing khong?”
“Chéc I khong dau.” Suze tr6 lai chd bon rira, di qua chiéc xe ndi Chién binh mdi mua con nguyén bao bi dang dé trong goc. Trong phong tré ching

con chd dé nita, con sanh thi da chét nich voi mdt chiée xe ndi Bugaboo (dang khuyén mai dic biét), chira ké chiéc xe ndi ba banh c¢6 thé chuyén thanh
ghé trén 6 t6. “Bex, cau dat mua may cai xe ndi the?”



“M6t vai cai,” t6i mo hd noi.

“Nhung thé thi cau dinh dé tit ca ching & dau?”

“S& 6n thoi mi,” t6i trén an ¢d. “Minh s& danh riéng cho ching mot phong & nha m6i. Minh s& goi d6 14 Phong Xe ndi.”
“Phong Xe n6i?”” Suze nhin t6i chédm chip. “Cau sip ¢ mdt Phong Gidy va Phong Xe noi?”

“Sao khong? Moi ngudi ching co du sd phong khéc nhau gi ca. C6 khi minh con phéi lap thém Phong Tii xach nita. Chinho théi..” T6i nhip mdt ngu
tra 14 mim x6i, ma theo Suze s& gitip sinh nhanh hon, va nhan nho vi vi gh€ ghé ctia no.

“Oii, sao thé?” Suze ndi, canh giac. “Cauvira tlﬁy condaua?”’
Thét tinh. Dy [ an thir ba ¢6 hoi v& méy con dau ké tir lic dén déy sang nay.
“Suze, con hai tuan nita m6i dén ngay na,” t6i nhic co.

“Picu d6 ching co ¥ nghiia gi cal” Suze n6i. “May ngiy do toan 1 do cac bac sithong dong véi nhau bia ra.” Suze sam soi toi that k§. “Cau cé cam thay
thich quét nha hay lau t1 lanh khong?”

“Tat Janh nha minh sach ma!” t6i ndi, hoi cam thiy bi XUC pham. “Khong, ngdc a!”” Suze n6i. “DG6 1 ban néing lim t0. Khi sap sinh hai dira sinh d6i, minh
dot nhién dién cuong thich 14 4o choTarkie. Con Lulu thi bat dau hit bui ca ng6i nha!”

“Hit bui 42" t6i nhin ¢6 nghi ngai. Toi khong thé twong tuong ndi minh lai cam thiy thoi thic nmudn di hit bui.

“Chinh xac! Rit nhiéq phu nir con di cha san nha...” C6 ngung lai khi nghe tiéng chudng bao c6 khach & dudi ting va nhic mdy tra 1i. “Xin chao, nha
Brandon nghe!” C6 lang nghe mot lat roi bam nit dong y*1.a bén giao hang, Céau dang cho gi a?”

“A phail” Téi dat cde xubng, “Chéc 1a dd Gidng sinh ctia minh day!”

“Qua a?” Suze rang 10 €n. “Cé gi cho minh khong?”

“Khong phai qua,” t6i giai thich. “Ma la méy thir db trang tri cue ky yéu. La Em, ty nhién h6m qua minh lai thay bi thoi thic, nhu kleu, minh phai mua
samsap xCp cho Gidng sinh xong xudi trurde khi sinh con. Nén minh da dat mua tuong cc thién thin m6i dé treo én cdy thong, nén Advent, birc anh
Chuia Giang sinh ong By nay...” T6i cin mot miéng banh quy nhai nhop nhép. “Minh da kn het ké hoach Gidng sinh cho nha moi. Bon minh s€ dat trong
sanh mdt cay thong lon, vong hoa treo khap noi, ca miy chil banh girng nita, minh cé thé that ruy bang d6 cho ching...”

Chudng cira reo va tdi ra mo. Hai nguroi dan ong khun nhimg thing cac tong khong 16, cong thém mdt géi d6 s6 hin i dung hinh miu to bang ngudi
thét ctia Mary va Joseph - cha me chua Jesus.

“Cha cha! ” Suze noi, dan mit vao ching. Thé nay thi ciu can c6 ca Phong D6 Giang sinh nita roi.”
Nay, y khong toi dau.

“Xin chao!” ti cudi voi hai anh khun vac. “Ctr dé dau ciing duge. Cam on cac anh rat nhidu...” Toi nguéch ngoac ky rdi quay sang Suze khi ho di.
“Minh phai khoe cdu tat Giang sinh cho nhoc nha minh mdi duoc...”

T6i ngimg lai. Suze dang hét nhin t6i lai nhin méy cai thing v6i mdt nét mit ky la, phan khich.
“Sao thé?”

“Bex, ding i thé ndy ddy, c6 néi. Cau dang hm t5.”

T6i tran trdi nhin ¢6. “Nhung minh van chua lau rira cai gi

“Khong ai gibng ai ca! C6 1§ ciu khong lau rira d0, ma dt mua do theo catalog! C6 phai cau im diéu ny nhur thé... nhur thé bét ngdy c6 mdt khat khao
ménh liét ma cau khong thé cudng lai?”’

“Diing!” t61 kh@ng‘tllé ngan minh kinh ngac nhan ra. “Chinh xac! Catalog ndy dwoc nhét vao cira nha minh... va minh thy nhat dinh phai dat mua thoi.
Minh khong the kiém ché duoc!”

“Thé thi sép 0i” Suze ndi, hai long, “Tét c4 déu b mot ph’?m trong ké hoach vi dai ctia Ty nhién.”
“Wow,” t6i hdn hén. Minh 13 mdt phén trong ké hoach vi dai ctia Ty nhién co déy!
“Ma céu thuc sy khong cam théiy mudn Bm sach cai g déy a?” Suze tO mo hoi thém. “Hodc 1a don dep?”

Toi thir khudy lai céc cam giac ctia minh. “Minh khong nghi thé.”



“Céu khong cam thdy mudn rira miy céi dia kia u?” Suze chi dbng dia an sang trong bon.

“Khong,” t6i ndi nhur dinh déng cot. “Chéing thiy thoi thic gi ca.” “Nhur thé chimg to,” Suze Fic dau kinh ngac, “cc ca mang thai luén khac nhau.”

Mot  nghii m6i bét chot ndy ra trong toi. “Nay Suze, néu minh dang im td, ¢6 1& minh s& sinh sém! Nhu chiéu nay ching han!”

“Khong thé ndo!” Suze noi, diy thiy vong, “Khong thé trudc bira tiéc!” Ngay lap tirc cd dua tay che miéng,

Tiéc? Y Suze I tiéc mimg dira bé sip chio

“Cau dang dinh t6 chirc tiéc mimg dira bé sip chao doi cho t& sa0?”” t6i khong thé ngin minh mim cudi vi vui sudng,

“Khong!” Suze dap ngay. “Minh... khong phai... minh khéng,..”

MEit ¢6 chuyén sang méu hdng nre, chn xoén vao nhau. Suze ding i ké ching biét n6i ddi chit ndo.

“Comal”

“Um, thoi duge,” ¢b voi noi. “Nhung day I mdt ngac nhién. Minh s& khong n6i cho cau khi nao dau.”

“Hom nay a?”” t6i n6i lap tire. “Minh ca Ia hdmnay!”

“Pa bao Ia minh s& khong ndi ma!” c6 noi, ling ting. “Pirng néi chuyén ndy nita. Coi nhu minh chua néi gi nhé. i thdindo.”

Chiing ti bt taxi dén The Look - va khi dén gin t6i khong tin ndi vao niit minh nira. Thé nay con tot hon toi trong doi trong ca tri¢u nam

Hang doan ngudi rong rén xép quanh toa nha dén ngit tAmmt t6i. Chéc phai c dén hang trim, hu hét i cac c6 gai mic dd sanh diéy, tin giu véi
nhau theo nhdém hodc dang budn dién thoai. Ai cling cam trong tay mdt qua bong bay in chit “The Look - Danny Kovitz’, nhac xap xinh trén loa, con
mot ¢d & bd phan PR thi dang phat Diet Coke va keo mitt “Danny Kovitz”.

Toan bg khong khi ctr nhur mot bira tiéc. Mot nhom phong vién churong trinh ti vi London Tonight dang quay phim canh twong nay va mot phong vién dai
phét thanh dang phong vAn co galdungdaulnng, va khi ra khoi xe, t01thaymot phu nix dang tur gi6i thiéu voi mdt ¢o gai tré quanh quin & d6 rang ba |
ngudi chiéu md clia cong ty ngudi miu Models One lang="FR" “Tuyét qua di mét,” Suze hén hén bén toi.

“Minh biét!” Téi c6 ging to ra diém tinh, nhung mdt ny cudi toe toét dang nd trén mit toi. “Nao, minh vio trong dil”

Ching t6i chen Jn Ién d4u hang, t6i chia thé cho nhan vién an ninh. Khi anh md ctra cho ching toi vao, ti ¢6 thé cam thy cac c6 gai phia sau dang tran
1én x6 day sau lung,

“C6 thiy co kia khong?” toi nghe thiy giong ai d6 phan nd phia sau minh. “C6 ta cir thé xong vao kia! Sao ¢6 ta lai dwoc nhay hang chi vi mang bau
cha?”
Oi 6i. C6 I minh nén vao trong ngay.

Bén trong lai c6 mdt hang céc c6 gai dang bubn chuyén phén khich nira. Hang nay xép vong quanh khu Phy kién, qua mén hinh lon dang chiéu bo suu
tap cta Danny, dén tan cai ban kinh kiéu Art Deco, Danny dang ngdi sau no, trén mot chiéc ghé trong nhur ngai vang Treo trén dAu anh 1 banner d&
DAC BIET - GAP GO DANNY KOVITZ! con trude mit baem tudi teen budc toc dudi ngya, mic 4o jacket kiéu quan doi dang do dAn nhin anh
trong sur kinh né v6 b khi anh ky 1én nhimg chiéc 4o phong tring binh thurong cho ching, Anh thiy t6i nhin lién nhéy nit.

“Camon,” toi mp may mdi dép lai va hon g6 anh mt cai. Anh diing a mdt ngdi sao trim phén trm.
Ngoai ra, toi biét anh yéu tat ca nhimg diéu nay.
Cach cai ban mjt doan, Eric dang durgc mdt churong trinh ti vi khac phong van, va trong liic tién lai t6i da nghe Iom durge anh n6i gi

“T6i van ludn c6 cam gidc manh & ring The Look nén xem xét dén cac sang kién vé viée két hop voi cac nha thiét ké...” anh trinh trong noi. R&i khi
chot trong thiy t6i dang xem, anh lién ngung bit, hoi d6 mt. “E hém Dé t6i gidi thiéu Rebecca Brandon, trrdng bd phdn Mua sém Ca nhén ciia ching
t01, ngudi da nghira y tudng ndy...”

“Xin chao t6i tién dén chd méay quay Vo1 mOt ny cudi tr tin rang rd. “Toi va Eric cung lam viée voi nhau trong du an nay va t61 nghi n6 dang bao trude
mot twong lai mdi cho The Look. Va tat cd nhitng ai tirmg cudi nhao ching t6i gid ¢6 the nudt lai 101 minh 161,

Toi tra 161 phdng van thém vai géu chdm biém sic séip hon nita, rdi xin cég lui @ Eric lo ndt. That ngac nhién, t6i vira théy J ess dung canh khu kinh mat,
ing ting, di mdt minh, méc quan jeans va ao packa¢ Toi da ndi véi chi vé Ie khai trrong hdm nay - nhung thuc sy khdng chic 1a chi sé toi.

“Jess!” toi goi I6n khi tién lai phia chi. “Cudi cting chi ciing dén duoc!”



“Thét khong thé tin ndi, Becky.” Jess nhin khéip ot d4m dong dang di lai. “Chiic ming nhé.”
“Camon chi!” T6i cudi véi chi. “Tuyét that nhi? Chi da thiy hét mAy nhom phéng vién truyén hinh chura?”

“C6 thiy m)t anh 6 t& The Times ngoai kia,” Jess noi, gt dau. “Cé to Standard nira. Mitc do phit song truyén thong ctia vu ny s& cao Fim ddy.” Chi
kh& nhoén cudi. “Becky Brandon lai thanh cong nita r6i.”

“Um..” t61 nhin vai, d6 mt. “Thé, moi chuyén sao rdi chi? Chi chuén b di Chile dén dau rdi?”
“O thi ciing 6n.” Jess tho bt ra.

Vén dé voi Jess | hoi kho nhin biét tim trang chi. Ngay ca khi chi dang vui, & chi ciing toét ra vé gl d6 am dam. (Céi ndy chi  tinh ctia chj thoi, khong
phai t6i dinh ndi xau hay gi ca.) Nhung gio khi nhin chi, t6i nghi chi dang dau kho thuce su.

“Jess, c6 chuyén gi thé?” Toi diit ban tay lén canh tay chi. “Chéng 6n gi ca

“U,” Jess néi. “Ding ddy.” Chi ngang Ién, va t6i kinh hoang nhan thiy niit chi rung rung, “Tom bién mét rdi.”

“Bién mat?” t6i thot 1én kinh ngac.

“Chi dinh khong n6i gi. Chi khong mudn khién em lo Eing, Nhung ba ngiy nay khong ai thiy anh Ay nira. Chi nghi anh 4y dang d6i.”

“Vi chi sép di a?”

Chi gt du va toi chot thiy gian Tom dién Ién. Sao anh ta cir phéi ich ky vo trach nhiém nhur thé chir?

“Anh 4y giri cho gia dinh mdt tin nhéin bao 1 minh van an toan. Thé ddy. Anh dy c6 thé & bét cir dau. Va Janice trach chi, tit nhién 1a thé.”
“Déy dau phai 16i ctia chi! Anh ta chi | mot...” t6i ngin minh lai.

“Em c6 biét anh 4y c6 thé & dau khong, Becky?” Tran chi nhiin lai. “Em biét anh 4y tir nho dén gio' ma.”

Toi nhin vai, ching biét n6i gi. Vi hiéu Tom, nén t6i biét anh ra c6 thé Am bét cir gl. Anh ta c6 thé dén mot tiém xidm minh ma bao ho xim chit “Jess,
Bung Bi” trén “thang nho” ctia anh ta.

“Thoi ndo, anh 4y s& xuat hién thoi,” cudi cling t6i n6i. “Anh Ay dau c6 ngu ngbe m. C6 1 anh Ay chi di dau do nhau nhet giai sau thoi.”

“Chao Becky.” Toi ngéng lén thdy Jasmine dang tién lai phia ching t6i, trén tay cAm modt 6m khiin quang va mii, mét d6 1én vi rang stre. “Chao Jasmine!
Tuyét qua nhi? Trén tang thé nao?”

“Cuc ky 1on xon.” C6 tron nit. “Chd nao ciing ¢ khach hang. May mé minh d4 thué thém nhan vién.

“Thé chéng hay sa0?”” T6i mim cudi, nhung Jasmine chi cau c6 th o.

“T6i thich nhur cii hon. Chi biét ddy, tdi nay tét ca ching ta s& phai ¢ lai muon. Toi con chwa ¢6 phiit no ranh day.”
“Cir thé nay thi cira hang c6 thé khong bi pha san nita,” toi chi ra, nhung trong Jasmine ching c6 vé gi 1 4n twong,
“Sao ciing durge.” Mit ¢ chot 16 vé choang vang. Trong mit thoang c6 khong ndi ndi nén 1oi. “Becky... chi vira lim long may diy a?”
Png ic t6i tur hoi khong biét khi ndo c6 ta moi dé y thay!

“A,” 61 n6i vé tyr nhién, “U;, t6i moi im. Pep ddy chir?” Toi dimg mdt ngon tay vudt xudi mot bén ong miy.

“Chi im & d4u?” c6 ta tra hoi.

“T6i e 1a minh khong n6i durgc rdi,” t6i n6i ra vé tiéc nubi. Cai ndy hoi bi mat mot chitt. Xin 16i nha.”

Cim Jasmine bt dAu biéu hién gidn dit. “Néi cho 61 biét chi im & dau dil”

“Khong!”

“Jasmine!” Mot ¢ dumg trén dau bang chuyén di Ién goi. “C6 da tim dwoc miy cai khin diy cho khach chira?”
“Chi d4 timra chd t6i lim diing khong?”” ¢6 ta huych toet. “Chéc chéin 1 chi da theo di to1.”

“Sao ma t0i lam thé durge?” t6i ngdy tho noi, liée bong minh trong tim gurong gin d6. Long mity toi trong ding 1 tuyét digu, i o chi I 1vi t6i tur khen.
Nguoi lam cho 6 13 mdt c6 ngwdi An D9 & Crouch End. Toi dén nha, 6 ta théu tirng soi mdt, Jau muon chét. Nhung cling dang.



“Jasmine!” ¢6 kia lai goi, to hon.

“Gid t6i phéi di da.” Jasmine ban cho ti c4i nhin cudi cing diy éc v.

“Thé thi chao nhé! ** t6i nhi nhanh n6i. “Toi s& bé con dén gip cd sau. ”

Jess theo ddi toan bo cude n6i chuyén ndy gio, trong bdi rdi tot do. “Long méy thi co gi ma quan trong thé?” chi néi khi Jasmine ham him di khuét.
Toi sam soi 1ong miy ctia Jess. Ching méu ndu, rAm rap va 16 rang 1 chua timg 6 ci nhip, cay co hodc ciy chi ndo timg dén gin ching

“Mot ngay ndo d6 ems€ cho chi théy,” t61 noi, dung lic d6 dién thoai ctia t6i reo. Toi 161 ra, moé may nghe. “A 167”

“Chao em,” giong Luke vang lén trong tai toi. “Anh ddy. Anh nghe tin 18 khai trwong thanh cong im ha? Vira Ién chuong trinh tin tirc xong, Gioi im, em
‘ 2

yeu!

“Camon anh! Chuyén nay cting kha ngac nhién....” Toi bude vai bude xa khoi Jess va 1€ vao sau gia 4o limg vai sa dinh cuom “Tinh hinh moi nhat thé
nao roi anh?”’ t6i thap giong ndi thém.

“Bon anh vira hop xong. Anh wira ra khoi phong hop.”

“Oi troi.” Toi siét chat dién thoai hon. “Cudc hop thé nio?”

“Khong thé t& hon.”

“Ttee A t6t 427 t6i ¢d dia - nhung tim t6i ching xudng, T6i da hy vong Luke thoét khoi vu nay biét bao nhiéu.

*“Anh nghi trrée ddy chua ai timg chéng lai Tain nén ng t khong thich vu hop hanh nay. Trdi a, ho ding B mot dam con do kho chiu.” Toi c6 thé théy su
tlrc gidn trong giong Luke. “Ho ctr nghi minh s hitu ca the gidi.”

“Thi ding 14 ho s6 hitu ca thé gioi ma,” t6i chi ra.
“Ho khong s& hitu anh.” Giong Luke ddy quyét tim “Hay cong ty ctia anh.”
“Vay anh dinh lam gi?”

“Chiéu nay anh s& n6i chuyén voi toan bd nhan vién.” Anh ngung lai, 61 hinh dung ra anh dimg ¢ ban ctia anh, mc so'mi dai tay, gidt noi ca vat. “Nhung
nhiéu kha nang bon anh s& it khdi hgp dong. Bon anh khong ¢6 cach nao lam viéc voi dam ngudi nay duge.”

Thé ddy. Toan b gidc mo' hop-dong-vdi- Arcodas-chinh- phyc-thé-gidi thé E hét. Toan bo hy vong va dy dinh clia Luke, thé 1 tan. Toi cam thiy con
phin nd dang trio chodng ngop. Sao hin dam ddi xir véi ngudi khac t6i t& nhur thé roi nhon nho thoat? Phai ¢ ai d6 16t trin bd niit hin ra mGi duoc.

“Luke, em phai di ddy,” toi noi, dot nhién quyét tAm sit thép. “Gap anh sau nhé. Toi nay noi chuyén tiép.”

Toi ngiit may, nhanh chong tim s6 trong danh ba 16i quay s6 nhanh. Sau bdn hdi chudng thi 6 ngudi nhéc ny.

“Dave Sharpness nghe day.”

“Oi chio 6ng Sharpness,” ti noi. “Toi, Becky Brandon day.”

“Cd Brandon!” Giong khan khan ciia 6ng ta chot viit 1én. “Thét wui biét bao lai duoc nghe giong ¢6! Toi hy vong hai vo chdng van 6n chir?”
“Er... ciing On, camon 6ng.” Bdng c6 hai ¢6 i di qua nén toi phai nép minh di t6i mot chd trong ding sau gian trung bay toc gia.

“Co chuyen g khac ma chiing t6i ¢6 thé gitp ¢6 ching?”’ Dave Sharpness n6i. “Céc déac vy chuyén glam sét ctia chung ti vira trai qua khoa hudn huyén
toan dién, hiin ¢6 s& hai long khi nghe tin ndy. Va t6i c6 thé khuyén mai ¢6 hai muoi phén trim gid tat ca cac didu tra...”

“Thoil” t6i ngiit 11 6ng ta. “Cam on 6ng. Cai t6i can i nhimg tai liéu ma 1an trude ong da kiém cho t6i. T6i da hity né. Nhung gio.. t6i lai cAn. Ong ¢6
ban sao khong?”

Dave Sharpness khing khac trong c6 hong,

“C6 Brandon o1, g nhur t0i démduoc s6 rong cac ba cac ¢d timg hily mdt bang chig then chdt ndo do trong con gian dit... RSi, khi vu Iy hon & toa
1ap 16 ngoai kia, ho lai goi dién héi xem chiing t6i cé giit lai ban sao khong. ..”

“Khong phai t6i sép ly dil” t6i ni, ¢ giit binh tinh. “Téi can ching vi Iy do khac. Ong c6 ban sao chi?”

“Ehém Binh thurong, ¢6 Brandon a, chiing ti ¢6 ban sao va c6 thé dura cho c6 ngay trong vong mot giov. Tuy nhién...” Ong ta ngung lai.



“Khong may la mor chuyén kha xui xéo da xay ra v&i bd phan hru trir it liéu an toan.” Dave Sharpness the hét ra. “Lién quan t6i quan Iy viin phong ctia
ching t0i, Wendy, va mt binh ca phé. Toi s& khong di vao chi tiét, nhung mot s trong cac ho so luu trit ctia ching t6i da... trm, ndi mjt cach don gian
thi ching hoi 16n xon. Ching t6i da phai virt di kha nhiéu.”

“Nhung 6 cn chiing! Téi can tht ca nhimg gi dng ¢6 vé Tain Wheeler. Ong nhé khong, c4i lio ma éng nhim I chdng toi Ay? Bt cr tim anh, bang
chirg nao ve nhitng vy bi bung bit dy. .. bat ctr thir ban thiu nao.”

“C6 Brandon, t6i s& c¢b hét strc. Toi s& tim lai mdt luwot xem ¢6 duge ginhé.”
“Va 6ng s& giri dén cho t6i sém

“S& thé.

“Camon,” t6i ndi. “Toi thue sy rat camkich.”

Toi ngt dién thoai, tim dap am am. Minh phéi c6 bang chimg d6. Néu tit ca da bi hiy... minh s& yéu cau diéu tra tiép. Ching t6i s& ha dugc Iain
Wheeier.

Jess lai xuét hién, chen qua dam dong, tay cam mdt qua bong bay Danny Kovitz Trong chi thoang ngac nhién khi thay t6i thap thd sau dong toc gia.

“Becky oi,” chi goi khi t6i budc ra hoa vao dam dong lon nhét. “Chi vira thdy Suze, va gidr c6 dy dang thir mic du thir. Em mudn di dau lam ly tra
khong?”’

“Thire ra em thy hoi mét,” t6i n6i, mot khach hang démg gin suyt nita huych i chd vao bung t6i. “C6 & em s& vé nha sém dé nghi. Em dang dinh chao
moi nguoi day.”

“Phai ddy.” Jess git dau lia lia. “Nén giit sirc cho ngiy mai...” chi im bit.

“Ngiy mai?” ti hoi lai, bi réi. “Ngdy mai c6 chuyén gi thé?”

“y chila... cho dira tré.” Jess vO1 danh mit di chd khac, lang tranh. “Cho Itc sinh con. Ditemc6 sinh vao lic nao.”
Chi ay dang ndi cai quéi gi...

Va 10 t6i chot nghif ra. Chi ciing biét bi mét d6. Nén moi ling ting thé.

Bira tiéc chio mirng dtra con sip ra doi ctia t6i s& dién ra vao ngiy mai!

TIEC MUNG NGAC NHIEN - TRANG PHUC KHA THI

1. Ao phéng “dur tiéc” miu hdong, quan jeans bau, gidy bac

Diém cong: Trong rat tuyét

Diém trir: Khong c6 vé minh ngac nhién m

2. B ngi, khong trang diém, dau toc bu xit

Diém cong: Trong dung 1 minh, ngac nhién

Diém trir: Trong rat kinh

3. B0 tap dibd Juice Couture

Diém cong: Trong thoai mAi ma van sanh diéu. Nhu mot sao Hollywood dang thur gian tai gia vay

Diém trir: Khong niic vira bo d6

4. Pam bau kiéu “Ginger Spiee” ctia Union Jaek cting toc gia hop miu, mua trong dot giam gia mia hé, giam dén 90%
Diém cong: van chura ¢6 dip ndo dé miic nd

Piém trir: Chéic ching ¢6 ai mic d6 cau ky kiéu d6 ca

KENNETH PRENDERGAST
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Thua ba Brandon

Camon viba da viét thur.

T6i khong thé nhét trf voi bat cir diémnao ba da chi ra va chi ¢ thé tra 10i ring dau tur khong nén dugc coi l dé cho vui”

Toi chic chin minh s& khong ddi y, dii c6 dugc thiy ca b suu tp db trang tri ¢d nam chim dé gin én ti lanh ctia Audrey Hepburn. Va t6i rit nghi ngd
chuyén chiing - cling nhur bat cir phan nao trong danh nuc dau tu ctia ba - s€ “kiém duoc bac triéu”.

Tréan trong

Kenneth Prendergast

Chuyén gia Dau tr Gia dinh

Ban dang doc truyén 7in D6 Shopping C6 Baby duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chwong 19
Gi4 ma minh biét duoc minh s& diroc ngac nhién vao ic miy gio.

Gidr 13 tam gidr séng va 61 da trang diém chai chudt xong ca rdi. Cudi cing, t6i bé phiéu cho ddm quy hdng va bét da 1on. Ngoai ra, ti qua ti con di
lam lai mong, nmua t hoa va don dep can ho mdt chit.

Hay nhét 13 t6i da tim duoc tim buu thiép dep lung linh hdi xura t6i mua 6 New York sau khi luc tung ddng hop cii dung d6 linh tinh. TAm thiép v& mot i
chicc xe n6i xinh xinh, xung quanh la nhitng mon qua nho xiu xinh xan - va in dong chir lap lanh, “Cam on cac ban da t6 chirc mt bira tiéc ngac nhién dé
chao mirng con t6i!”” Hoi mua no t61 da biet ngay 1a mdt ngdy ndo d6 minh s&€ can ma.

To6i con tim thiy mot tAm thiép xam xit tam t6i khac viét “Rét tiéc khi nghe tin cong viéc ctia anh gip kho khin.” nhung ti xé tan n6 ngay. Tam thiép ngu
ngoc.

Toi van chura nghe tin tirc gi tir Dave Sharpness. Va ti cling chura nhic den chuyén nay v6i Luke, di t6i mudn ndi ra dén phat dién. Toi khong muén anh
qua hy vong cho dén khi toi c6 bang chirng.

Luke dang & trong bép, ubng ca phé den ddc truée khi di lam. Toi limg thitng bude vao rdi dimg ngim anh mdt it. Ham dudi cia anh hau nhu khong
chuyén dong khi anh khuay duong trong tich espresso. Anh chi lam the khi can mot ¢t huych mang theo ning lwong chirng nim nghin volt.

Anh thiy t6i lién ra d4u bao ngdi d6i dién ¢ quiy bar. Toi nhic minh Ién c4i ghé 1énh khénh rdi ti khuyu tay xudng mét d4 granite.
“Becky, minh cAn ndi chuyén.”

“Anh dang lam dung ma,” toi néi ngay Bp tirc. “Anh biét minh dang im ding”

Luke gat dau. “Em biét ddy, gios thi anh da thiy thoai méi rdi. Ho timg 4p bure anh. Ho 4p birc ca cong ty

“Chinh xac! Anh du can ho, Luke! Anh ching viéc gi phéi chay quanh mdt cong ty ngao man, twéng-minh-so-hiru-cé-thé-gioi. . .
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Luke dua mot tay 1én ngin t6i noi tiép. “Khong don gian nhur vdy dau. Anh phai cho em biét mot chuyén nira.” Anh dimg lai, khudy ca phé hét vong nay
den vong khac, nét mat tap trung, “Arcodas van chira thanh toan cho bon anh.”

“Gi c0?” t6i nhin anh trén trdi, khong hiéu. <Y anh B... chua mot xu?”

“Mot phan rdi, ngay hdi dau. Nhung tir d6 dén nay thi khong mot xu. Ho no cong ty anh... Um, rét nhiéu.”

“Nhung ho khong thé nao khong thanh toan cho anh! Lam nguoi ai cha phai thanh toan hoa don ctia minh! Y em B, nhu thé 3 pham...”

T6i bd dd cau néi, d6 meit. Toi vira chot nhé ra van con vai héa don thé tin dung nhét dudi nggn kéo ban phén ma c6 & t0i van chua tra hét hoan toan.
Nhung chuyén d6 khac. Toi d4u phai mdt cong ty da quic gia khdng 16, ding chira?

“HQ da khét ﬁéng vé khoan nay 1Oi. Bon anh da san dudi ho, de doa ho. Luke bop tran. “Khi van con lam an véi ho, bon anh tur tin rﬁng 6 thé ]éy duoc
tién. Nhung gio' ¢6 khi bon anh s€ phai kién.”

“U'thé thi kién di!” t6i hing diing n6i. “Ho s& khong thoat ém duoc dau!”

“Nhung hién tai...” Luke nhéc tich ca phé kén, rdi ki dit xudng, “Becky, n6i thét | moi chuyén khong tuyét im dau. Bon anh da mo rong nhanh. Qua
nhanh, gio nhin lai thi thay thé. Anh phai tra tién thué van phong, tién lrong... bon anh dang bi chdy mau tién a0 at. Cho dén khi bon anh xoay s& dé tru

viing dugc, luéng tién mét van s& 1 van dé 16n.”

“Phai.” Toi>6t khan. Chay méu tién 4o at. DO ¢6 18 1 cach dién dat t0i t& nhét toi timg nghe. Trong dau toi chot hién ra mot hinh anh kinh hoang; tién
tran ra ngoai mdt cai ho khong 10, ngay nay sang ngay khac.

“Dé mua can nha 4y, ching ta s& phai vay nhiéu tién hon anh dur tinh.” Luke nhéin mét, uéng mt ngum ca phé. “Chuyén ndy s& khién moi thir phai cham

vai tudn. Hom nay anh s& goi dai Iy mdi giéi. Anh cn phai song phiing voi moi ngudi.”

Anh ubng can tach va t6i nhan thiy mdt nép nhin sau cing thing chay doc xudng giita doi Ibng my anh, trrde ddy né chura timg xuét hién & do. Lit
khon. Ching da gdy ra nd.

“Anh van dang lim ding, Luke a.” Toi cdm Iy tay anh va nim chit. “Va néu diéu d6 ¢6 nghia | mét chut tién, dwoc thoi. .. ¢6 sao chi?”
Ctr chd ddy. Ong cir cho déy, Tain Khdn Khiép Wheeler.

Bot phat, t6i xué)ng~ khoi ghé, tién dén bén Luke va cb hét sirc choang tay 6m anh. Pira tré d to qué rdi, bung t6i chéing con chd cho n6 nhay nhot nita
nhung d6i khi n6 van cudn minh lai.

Nay con, t6i ling & danh dién cho n6. Pung c¢6 chui ra trude khi me duoc dy ti€c mirng con se‘ip chao doi nhé?

Hoém trude 61 doc théy 14 ¢6 nhiéu ba me c6 thé thuc sy lién lac dwoc véi dita con chura sinh ctia ho, nén ti dang cb i cho no 101 nhén nha dong vién
nho nhé ky quéc nay:

Ngay mai cling dugce. Trua duge khong?

Neéu con chiu chui ra trong vong dudi sau tiéng dong hd thi me s& thudng!

“L& ra anh nén nghe 16i em, Becky a. thit vong khién toi ngac nhién. “Em 1 nguoi da phén dbi Arcodas ngay tir dau. Va em chura bao gio thich Iain.”
“Ghét cay ghét ddng,” t6i git dau.

Khong, me s& khong n6i phan thuong 1 gi dau. Con ctr chd xemnhé.

Chudng dién thoai ndi b béo c6 khéch dang doi chot reo, anh nhic éng nghe. “U. Ctr mang 1én di”” Anh quay sang t6i, “La mdt c4i goi.”
Toi cirng ngudi lai. “Mot cai goi duge buu dién chuyén t612”°

“Uh-huh.”” Anh nhiin vai dng 40 khodc vao. “Em dang chd cai gi a?”

“Gan nhur vay.” Toi nudt khan. “Luke... ¢6 1& anh s& mudn xem cai g6i d6. N6 ¢6 thé s& rét quan trong.”

“Khong phai lai vo chin ga nita chir?” Trong Luke ching miy nhiét tinh.

“Khong, khong phai vo chin ga! D6 1...” Toi ngung bt khi chudng cira reo. “Roi anh s& thiy.” Toi voi budc ra sanh.

“Goi nay giri cho cd, xin hily ky vao déy,” nhan vién chuyén phat li nhi n6i khi toi mo cira. Toi nguéch ngoac vao sb dién tir ctia anh ta, cam Ay cai i
Jiffy r6i quay sang thay Luke dang vao sanh.



“Luke,” em c6 thir kha quan trong & ddy.” Toi héing giong, “Mot thir ¢6 thé... thay d6i tinh hinh. Va anh can phai suy nghi thoang khi biét em da iy dwoc
16 tir dau..”

“Thé khong phai 1 em phéi dura n6 cho Jess sa0?” Luke nheo niit nhin c4i tui Jiffy.

“Jess?” Toi nhin theo 4nh nit anh va lic 6 moi thiy trén nhdn danh méy chir “C6 Jessica Bertrant”.

Toi cam thiy tht vong dat dao. Cudi cling thi nd khong phéi tai liéu Dave Sharpness giri, n6 chi i thir gi d6 ngu ngde giri cho Jess.
“Sao d cta Jess lai giri dén day nhi?”” t6i ndi, khong sao gidu ndi that vong, “Chi 4y c6 song & day dau?”

“Ai biét duoc?” Luke nhin vai. “Em yéu, anh phai di thi.” Anh hw6t miit minh trén c4i bung céing phong cta t0i mdt lrot. “Nhung dién thoai cia anh luon
md, cd may nhan tin. Va néu nhu ¢6 bat cir dau hiéu ndo...”

“Em s& goi,” toi git dau, chuyén cai tdi Jiffy hét tir tay no sang tay kia. “Thé, anh bao em nén lam gi vi cai ndy by gio?”
“Emc6 thé dura cho Jess...” Luke tu ngit i minh. “Liic no ddy. Bat cir lic nao khi em gip chi dy lin sau.”

Khoan mot phitt ndo. Cai cach qué tyr nhién khi anh ndi réng...

“Luke, anh biét, ding khong?” t6i kéu lén.

“Biét cai gi?” Miéng anh giat gidt rat kha nghi khi anh xach cap lén.

“Anh biét! V&... cai anh biét diy!”

“Anh ching hiéu em dang n6i v& cai gi ca.” Trong Luke nhu thé anh mudn cuoi im “Nhén tién, Becky, vé mdt chuyén hoan toan khong hé lién quan...
liéu em c6 ¢ nha tam nuroi mot gio' sang nay khong nhi? Minh ¢é hen tho stra ga.”

“Minh d4u c6 hen!” t6i chi vao mit anh, nira budc toi, nira cuoi khiic khich. “Anh dang bay em!”
“Em ¢ nha vui nhé.” Luke hon t6i, 101 anh ra khoi ctra va ti con lai mOt minh.>

Toi nén nd lai sanh mdt I, chi nhin ra cira. Toi gan nhu ude gi minh duge di cing Luke hom nay, d€ c6 vi tinh than cho anh. Trong anh cang thang qué.
Ma anh lai sap phdi d6i dién véi toan b nhan vién. Va miy ga tai chinh do.

Chay mau tién mit 4o at. Da day toi chot quin én kinh khing. Théi. Thoi ngay. Bumg nghii vé chuyén d6 nita.

Tir gid dén murdi mot gidr van con hai tiéng nita, nén t6i bat mot DVD phim Harry Porter 1én xem cho khudy khoa, mo mot hop keo Quality Street, chi vi
g0 dang la mia Halloween. Moi lan Harry trong thiy cha me cdu trong gwong 1 t6i lai nhai nat keo, va t61 dang vdi tay Iy khan gidy thi chot liéc qua
ctra s - va thiy Suze. C6 dang dimg trude toa nha ching 61, trong khu d6 xe nho canh virdn cdy durgc cdt tia can thét, va dang ngude thang 1én nhin
ctra so.

Ngay lp tirc t6i thup nguroi xudng cho khuét tim mit co. Hy vong ¢6 van chua thy toi.

Sau mdt lt t6i thén trong nghén dau lén, nhung ¢6 van dimg d6. C6 diéu da c6 thém Jess ¢ d6! Khé phén khich, t6i iéc nhin dong ho. Muoi gior bon
nuroi, sap roi!

Vén dé 1a trong ho déu nhur ¢6 vé lo ling. Suze dang cau may chi tro, con Jess dang gat dAu. Han 1a ho dang gip phéi vin dé gi roi. Toi tur hoi khong biét
o6 chuyén gi. Ma tham chi t6i con khong the giip do.

Khi t6i van dang quan sét, Suze 16i di¢n thoai ra. Co bamsb, va khi dién thoai nha t6i reo, vi dang Ién it nén toi giat bén minh, cam théy 101 161, va roi
khoi ctra sb.

OK. V& t nhién ndo. T6i hit mot hoi that sau, rdi nhic méy.

“Oi chao Suze!” t6i ndi, theo kiéu tyr nhién nhét ¢6 thé. “Cau thé nao? C ciu dang & Hampshire cudi ngwa hay dau dy nhi?”
“Sao cau biét o minh?” Suze nghi ngd n6i.

Khi that.

“Nha minh vira... dang ky dich vu hién thi s6 goi dén,” t6i boc phét. “Thé cau thé nao?”

“Minh tuyét Em!” Suze ndi, nghe giong hoan toan gia tao. “Thyc sy thi, Bex qﬁy, minh vira doc mdt bai bao ndi réng phu nit mang thai nén di by moi
ngay hai muroi phut moi khoe. Nén minh dang nghif hay 1a cau thir 1am thé. Chang han nhu. ... bay gio. Chi mdt vong quanh khu nha thoi.”

C6 4y mudn minh ra chd khéc! Puge. Minh s& hiia theo, nhung khong 16 lidu qué.



“Hai muroi phiit di bo a,” toi ra vé dang suy tur. “Nghe hay ddy. C6 I& minh s& thir.”

“Khong duoc 1au hon hai muroi phiit dau nhé,” Suze voi néi thém. “Chi hai muroi phit thoi ddy.”
“OK!” 61 ndi. “Minh di ludn day.”

“Tuyét!” Gigng Suze cd vé nhe nhdm. “Er... hen gip lai cdu... khi nao déy!”

“Hen gip cau!”

Toi voi budc ra sanh, mic 4o khodc rdi di thang may xudng lau. Khi t6i budc ra ngoai, Suze va Jess d bién mat. Chéc chéin 1 ho dang nip!

C ging tréng c6 vé gidng mdt ba bau binh thudng dang thure hién cude di bd hai muroi phit, t6i tién vé phia cong, mét dao nhur rang lac tir bén ny qua
bén kia.

Oi troi o, t6i vira thiy Suze déng sau cai xe d6! Con Jess thi dang lom khom sau birc turong!

Khong thé dé ho biét 1 minh trong thiy ho dugc. Minh khong thé cudi ric rich duoc. Gitr nguyén tur thé toi tién ra cong - & d6 t6i thiy mot mai toc nau
xoan quen thudc dang sau mot bui do quyén.

Khong, Minh khong tin. C6 phai me khong nhi?

T6i ra khoi cong va cuoi pha Ién, ldy tay bit miéng cho khoi 4 am1i T6i rao budc trén via he, tim thiy mot bang ghe & phd ké bén bén ngdi xudng it xem
tap chi Heat mé t6i d4 gidu trong 4o khodc dé Suze khoi nhin thdy. RO, thdy da hét hai muroi phit, toi dimg ddy vé nha.

Khi t6i lai di qua canh cong, ching thiy ai nira. Toi vao toa nha, di thang may lén tang trén cing, cam giac hdi hop khip khoi. Toi dén cin ho clia ching
t01, tra chia khoa vao 6 va xoay.

“Ngac nhién chua?” Mot giong ddng thanh chio d6n toi khi t6i m6 toang canh cira. Va ky cuc 1, cho di da biét trude, that long t0i van cam théy
choang vang khi thiy ngan ay khuon nit thin quen dang tu hoi ciing nhau. Suze, Jess, me, Janice, Danny... va kia c6 phéi Kelly khéng nhi?

“Wow!” toi danh roi ca to Heat du khong dinh thé. “Cai quaigi..”
“Tiéc mirng cau day!” Suze vui dén héng ca mat. “Ngac nhién chua? Bon minh da tra duoc cau! Vao di, laimmdt ly Buck’s Fizzndo...”

C0 dén t6i vao phong khich - v toi khong the tin ndi n6 da bién doi nhur thé ndo. Bong bay hong va xanh ¢ khidp noi, va mot cai banh to by dét trén k¢
bac, va mdt chong qua, va nhiing chai champagne ngdmda...

“Thé ndy that...”” Giong t6i bat chot run run. “Thé nay thét...”
“Pung khoc, Bex!” Suze noi.
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“Ubng day, con yéu!” Me gitii mbt cdc nurde vao tay toi.
“T6i biét ngay 1 ching ra khong nén imné ngac nhién ma!” Janice trong lo ling. “Toi da bao sdc thé ndy s& qua sirc chiu dung ctia co thé né ma!”
“Gip chau ¢b c6 ngac nhién khong a?”” Kelly dén gin bén toi, trén miit rang rd niém phén khich, ung linh ny phim Stila.

“Kelly!” Toi choang canh tay khong cam coe qua ¢d ¢6 bé. Toi gip Kelly hdi & Cumbria, khi di tim Jess. Hoi d6 t6i chi vira moi ¢6 mang, tham chi con
chura biét. Gios nhin lai thdy cir nhur da nhiéu nam troi roi.

“Céu c6 ngac nhién that khong ddy, Bex?”” Suze nhin toi, mit ngap trin niém vui ¢ nén.

“Hoan toan!”

Va ding thé ma. OK, diing I t6i biét s& c6 bira tiéc. Nhung t6i khong hé biét moi ngudi lai bo nhiéu cong strc vao d6 thé! Mbi lan nhin quanh t6i ki théy
mot thir moi, chang han nhur nhitng mau gidy confetri mau bac cét thanh chit “baby” rac khap trén ban, hay nhiing d6i gidy vai tré con xinh xan treo dudi
moi bire tranh. ..

“Cau van chua nhin thy tit ca dau,” Danny n6i, udng mjt ngum champagne. “Bugc i moi ngudi, xép hang ndo, dém dén ba thi minh c6i khuy 4o
khoac ra nhé...”

Toi dirng xem, hoang mang, khi ho bét dAu vao i tri, nhur mdt dan déng ca du thanh plﬁn
“Mot... hai... ba!”

Tét c4, tir me dén Jess rdi Kelly, ién mé 40 khoac ra. Va bén trong, ho déu niic 4o phong giéng nhau - 40 Danny Kovitz - y nhur cai anh thiét ké cho



The Look. Trir viéc hinh trén 4o 1a mdt c6 gai nho nhéin nhur bip bé mang bau. Bén dudi 1 slogan:
CO AY LA MOT BA ME NGON LANH VA CHUNG TOI YEU CO AY
T61 khong néi nén 1oi.

“N6 chodng roil” Mg hdi ha bude t6i. “Ngdi xudng di nio, con yéu. An gi di” Me gii cho t6i mdt dia bénh xéo vit kiéu Tau. “Mén dic bigt ctia
Waitrose day. Rat ngon.”

“Céumo qua di,” Suze hudng dan, v4 vo tay. “Sau d6 minh con ¢o tro choi nita. Nao moi nguoi, ngdi xuong di, Bex sip mo qua 101...” C6 xép toan bo
sO qua da gbi cAn than thanh mot chong nho trrdc mit t6i, i Ay nia gb lanh canh vao cde. “Bay gid, toi mudn ndi vai 1 vé nhitng mén qua. Trat tur
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nao!
Moi ngudi hudng vé& Suze cher doi, va ¢6 kh& cti chao.

“Cam on! Khi t6i Ién k& hoach bita tiéc mimg em bé nay, t6i da hoi Jess xem chi nghi ching t6i nén mua gi cho Becky. Va Jess noi, ‘Chang con gi mi
nua nita, London c6 gi nd cling da nua het roi.””

Ca phong cudi 16 n am 1 chua timg thiy va t6i cam thiy ma minh chuyén sang mau 1& ci1 cai dudng. OK, c6 18 hoi qué tay. Nhung vén dé 1a: t6i phai
lam thé. To1i muon ndi 1a sau khi sinh con t6i s€ ban lam lam. Co khi t6i con chang duoc dén gan mdt cira hang trong ca mdt nAim.

“Thé nén!” Suze ndi tiép, mit lp lanh. “Jess da goi y ching t6i nén tir im qua ting. Va do 1 nhimg gi ching t6i da lm.”

Ho da lam qua tang u?

Oi trodi, khong phai ho chi am toan khan lau cho tré con ddy chir?

“Ching ta s& bt dau véi qua ctia toi nhé.” Suze dit mdt gbi hinh ram gide xubng trrde it toi va t6i lién boc 1op gidy goi miu bac, hoi sg héi mot chit.
“Oi chu cha,” t6i hon hén khi thiy mon qua. “Wow”

Khong phai khan lau cho tré con. D6 la mbt khung anh tinh xao dwoc lam tir 0 son miu kem, gin nhitng manh gwong nhd xiu va ca xa cir. Bén trong,
thay vi mt burc anh, 14 hinh v& vui bang toan nhiing duong nét don gidn mot ¢d gai bé con dirng trudc mdt ngdi nha.

“Céu c6 thé cho anh con vao,” Suze giai thich. “Nhung gio' minh da v& tam btrc tranh vé cau, trude ng6i nha moi cua cau.”

T6i nhin bure tranh k§ hon va khong thé khong bat cuoi. Ngbi nha trong tranh d& dugc chia thanh timg phong, mbi phong déu duge ghi chi: Phong Xe
ndi, Phong Ta, Phong Son, Phong Héa don Visa (duéi tang ham), Phong D6 ¢6 cho Tuong lai.

Phong D ¢ cho Tuong lai! That 1 mot y twong xudt sic.

Khi m6 nhirg mén qua khac, 61 hoan toan choang ngop. Qua ctia Kelly la mot cai chin ghép nho, mbi miéng ghép I ctia mdt ngurdi ban & Scully khau
vao. Qua cta Janice la mdt chiéc o chui dau dan tay mau d6 nho xiu, dang trude théu chit “Giang sinh déu tién cua con”. Qua cla me la mil va gy tre
con kiéu Ong gia Noel. Qua ctia Danny 1a mdt bg 4o lién quén cho tré em hang hi¢u sanh di€u nhat tir trude dén nay.

“Gidr dén qua ciia chi,” Jess n6i, dat xubng trude mt toi goi qua to nhét trong sb do. N6 duge goi trong gidy ghép lai tir nhimg to gidy cii, nhin nhim,

mot trong s6 d6 con ¢6 chir “Chiic mirng nam méi 2000!”

“Béc ra cn than nhé!” Jess noi khi t6i bit diu boc. “Dé chi con dung lai duoc.”

“Er... OK!” Toi nhe nhang boc gidy ra r0i gip lai. Bén dudi con mot I6p gidy an nita, t6i boc ndt ra va thiy mot chiéc hop cao hon nira mét, m tir gd
dénh véc ni sang mau. Bi rdi, t6i xoay n6 lai trude mit minh - va hoa ra d6 khong phai a mot cai hop. N6 1 mdt cai ti nho, ¢6 cira doi va tay ndm bé
xiu bang sir. Phia trude con khéc chit “Gidy ciia ¢

“Céi...” t61 ngAng Ién.

‘M6 ra di.” Mt Jess bumg sang, “Mé dinao!”

Toimo ctra ti - va nhitng ngén xinh xdn, nghiéng nghiéng, vién bang da 1on tring hién ra. Trén mdt ngin ki mdt doi gidy cao ¢6 dé choi bong chay mau
d06 nho nht ma t6i timg thiy.

D6 chinh 1a Phong Giay ti hon.
“Jess...” toi bong thiy nuréc mit dang lén. “Chi im cai nay u?”
“Tom giip chi.” Chi nhiin vai khiém t6n. “Bon chi im clng nhau.”

“Nhung y tuong thi 1 ciia Jess,” Suze chen vao. “Xuét sic khong? Minh wéc gi minh ciing nghii ra thé.”



“That hoan hao.” Téi hoan toan béi phuc. “Xem canh cira khit chura ndy... va cach cac ngin dugc cham khéc niva...”

“Tom Iudn khéo tay m.” Janice ap khiin tay 1én mét. “Cai ndy ¢6 thé coi nhur dai twéng niémnd. C6 18 ching ta s& chéing bao gid c6 duge mdt tim bia

T6i nhin me, me [Am mit “Janice- lai- mét-binh-tinh-rd7”.

“Cb Janice, chau chic chian anh 4y van chura chét...” Jess mo 104, “Ching ta c6 thé khéc tén n6 1én déng sau t,” Janice tiép tuc. “Néu chau khong phién,
Becky chau yéu.”

“Er... vang, khong,” ti n6i, khong chéic chin m. “Tat nhién I khong ”

“Anh 4y chua chét, ¢o Janice!” Jess gin nhu hét 1én. “Chau biét i chura!

“Thé o' n6 & dau?” Janice nhic khiin ra khoi mit, cai khéin nhoe nhoét nhii mét méu tim hoa ca. “Cé da im tan nat trai tim thing bé!”
“Tir tir da!” t6i chot nhd ra. “Jess, sang nay em vira nhan dugc mdt buu pham giri cho chi. C6 khi i ctia anh dy.”

T6i voi v vao sanh va mang buu phim do ra. Jess xé toac 10p g6i ngoai va mdt CD roi ra. Trén do chi viét don gian: “From Tom.”
Ching t6i cing tran trdi nhin né mot lat.

“D6 1a mHt DVD,” Danny ndi, cam én. “Bat én xem di.”

“D6 1a Di chiic Cudi clng ctia nd!” Janice khoc rong n. “Do 1 thong diép né giri tir thé giéi bén kia!”

“Khong phéi a tir thé gioi bén kia,” Jess vic lai, nhung khi chi tién dén chd dau DVD, i ¢6 thé thiy chi tai di.

Chi bAm nit Play rdi ngdi sup xudng san. Tét ca ching t6i déu im king chd doi trong lic min hinh nhip nhay. Rdi bat ngy Tom xuét hién, ddi dién
camera, trén nén troi xanh. Anh méc 4o polo ¢li mau xanh 14, rau ria trong kha 1ém chom

“Chao em, Jess,” anh trinh trong noi. “Liic em thiy c4i nay, anh da dén Chile ri. B&i vi... by gior anh dang & do.”
Jess do nguoi. “Chile?”

“Chile?” Janice ré Ién. “N¢ lam gi & Chile?”

“Anh yéu em” Tomndi, va anh s& chuyén dén bén kia ban cau néu can phai thé. Hay xa ho

“Oi, ling man qua di mét,” Kelly tho dai.

“Anh dy ding 1 kho,” Jess ndi, tw dam tay vao tran. “Ba thang nita minh mdi di co na!”

Nhung it chi dang long lanh, t6i dé y thiy thé. “Xem anh d4 tim dugc gi cho emndy.” Tom cAmmdt cuc d4 den bong gio én camera. “Em sé yéu dat
nude ndy, Jess a.”

“N6 s& bi tiéu chay mét!” Janice n6i, hoang loan. “Hozc sdt rét! Nguoi Tom von yéu im..”

“Anh c6 thé am tho mdc,” Tomnoi. “Anh ¢ thé viét sach. Ching ta s& hanh phuc ¢ day. Va néu me anh ¢6 t6 ra dau khd véi em thi hiy nhé dén
nhiing gi anh da noi voi em ve ba ay.”

“N6i voi ¢6?” Janice lap tirc ngude lén. “N6 noi gi voi ¢d?”

“A thi... ching gi ca.” Jess voi bdm niit Pause r0i cho dia ra. “Toi s& xem phan con lai sau.”

“Puoc oil” me vui vé noi. “Tom con séng, Janice thAn mén a. Déy 13 tin t6t1”

“Con sdng u?” Janice van dang trong trang thai kich dong, “Con séng ma & tan Chile thi ich gi co chir?”

“It nhAt anh Ay ciing da ra ngodi thé gi6il” Jess ndi voi sur himg khoi dot ngdt. Tt nhét anh 4y ciing da im gi 6 vi chinh doi minh! Co biét ddy, anh iy
da vo cung tuyét vong. Pay chinh 1a nhitng gi anh ay can.”

“T6i biét con trai t6i cAn gi chir!” Janice gién dit dap vira dung lic chudng cira reo. Toi ning né nhc minh dy, mimg vi c6 co hoi thodt khoi tuyén hira
mdt chit.

“Tbi ra kia mdt chit...” Toi lai ra sanh nhic dién thoai ndi bd



“C6 c6 buu pham,” mdt giong git cuc vang lén.

Tim t6i dp K& mdt nhip. Buu phdm. Lan nity phai k& no. Phéi | n6. Khi bim niit md cira, t6i hau nhu khong th nbi. Toi da kién quyét tu nhi dimg c6 hy
vong nhicu, ¢6 the lai 1| mdt thir giri cho Jess, hodc mdt catalog, hay linh kién may tinh cho Luke...

Nhung khi cira mo thét, i thiy trurée mit | mot nhan vién chuyén phat mic d6 da chuyén ding di md t6, tay cAmmdt phong bi 6, day, va t6i nhan ra
ngay chit viet tay bang but da den dam ctia Dave Sharpness.

T6i nhdt minh trong phong treo 40 khoac, dién cudng xé mod cai phong bi. Bén trong la mot phong bi Ion nita, dong dau “Brandon”. Pang trude dan mot
ghi chi Gtri buu dién, véi mot dong chit nguéch ngoac: Hy vong chiing s€ c6 ich. Néu can bat ctr yéu cau gj, xin dirng ngan ngai. Than ai, Dave S.
Toimdra - va t@i‘t ca déu ¢ do. Ban sao cua tat ca cac ghi chép, dang vin ban cta tAt ca cac cudc trd chuyén, anh... toi lat gio xem hét, ngue danh tréng
thinh thinh. T61 hau nhu d& quén mat ho thu thap duoc bao nhiéu thong tin vé Tan Wheeler. So véi mdt van phong tham tir tu t6i tan & West Ruislip, ho

thue sur da lam duoc mot viéce vi dai.

To6i nhanh chéng gom chiing lai rdi vao trong cin bép mat me, trdng trai. Toi dang dinh nhic dién thoai goi cho Luke thiné d6 chubng lim t6i giat bét
minh.

“Al16?”

“Xin chao, chi Brandon,” mdt giong nam la hoéic vang Ién. “Téi a Mike Emvright ciia haing tin Press Association.”

“A vang” Toi nhin c4i dién thoai tran trbi, chéng hiéu gi

“T6i dang tir hoi khong biét chi c6 thé binh ludn gi v tin ddn ring cong ty ctia chdng chi dang xudng dbc khong?

T6i cam thy choang vang dén run ry.

“N6 khong xudng ddc,” t6i himg hdn n6i. “Toi ching hiéu anh dang néi gi.”

“C6 tin anh nha da mét Arcodas. Va tin don mdi nhét 1 Brandon Communications con sép mét ndt ca Quy dau tur DAt miii nira.”

“Anh éy khong 1 mét Arcodas!” t6i kéu Ién, buc boi. “Ho ai di dudng néy vi nhitng Iy do s t6i khong thé théo uan & dau. Va ni dé 6 ong biét, cong ty
ctia chong toi van dang manh nhur ¢ti. Con manh hon! Luke Brandon van luén duoc cac khach hang ¢& bu vay quanh tan tinh trong sudt sy nghiép cia
anh, va anh s& méi thé. Anh dy i con nguoi trung thure, tai néing xut sic, théng minh, dep trai va... ¢6 khiéu an niic.”

Toi ngung lai, tho hong hoc.

“Thé duoc rdi!” Mike Emvright bat cuoi khing khyc. “Toi da hiéu.”

“Anh s& trich dan toan bo my cau d6 a?”

“T6i ngd a khong.” Anh ta lai cudi khing khuc. “Nhung t6i thich thai d6 ctia chi. Cam on chi da danh thoi gian cho t6i.”

Anh ta gic méy va i r6t mit ce nurde, Iong hoang mang, Minh phai n6i chuyén véi Luke. Toi goi théng dén s méy chinh ctia anh, dén hoi chudng thir
ba thi anh nhac may.

“Becky!” Giong Luke lo ling, “Cé chuyén...”
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“Khong, khong phai thé.” Toi kiém tra xem ngodi cira bép c ai khong va thap giong xudng, “Luke, Press Association vira goi dién. Ho mudn em binh
ludn vé chuyén anh...” t61 nuot nude bot, “xuong doc. Ho bao Quy Pat mili cling dang roi bo

“Vé van!” Tiéng Luke bat ra gian dit. “May thing khén Arcodas d6 dang tung tin don cho bao chi.”
“Ho c6 thé gay hai gi thure swr cho anh khong?”” t6i sor hii noi.

“Khong, mot khi anh da ra tay.” Luke n6i dy quyét tim “Phéo da chdm ngdi. Néu ching mubn chién, ching ta s& chién. Néu da dén nurée nay, ching
ta s€ dua ching ra toa. Kién ho t0i quay r0i. Vach tran ca dam khon kiep d6.”

Toi cém thdy long tur hdo bét ngtr dang kén cudn cudn khi nghe anh n6i. Giong hét nhur Luke Brandon ngdy toi gap dau tién. Vimg tin va diéu khicn tinh
thé. Khong liém got lan Wheeler nhu thang hau.

“Luke, em cd cai ndy cho anh.” Loi t6i cir thé tudn ra. “Bm cé mdt sb... tu lidu vé Tain Wheeler.”
“Emnéi sao?” Luke ndi sau khi nglrng mét Iat.

“Mot sb vu quiy 16i cii va ngurge dai & cong sé bi bung bit. Em dang giit toan bd ho so chi tiét v& ong ta, ngay trong tay em”



“Em c6 cai gi?”” Giong Luke c6 vé kinh ngac. “Becky... em dang n6i vé cai gi thé?”
C6 I8 Itic ndy ti s& chura voi ké ra toan b cau chuyén vé tham ti-tu- West-Ruislip.
“Dig hoi em bay gioy, 16i voi ndi. Chi cin biét | em co.

“Nhung bing c4ch ndo....”

“Emda bao dung hoi ma! Nhung thét fiéy. Em s& thué nguoi chuyén phat b%l,ng xe dap CIén van phong anh ngay. C6 1€ anh nén goi luat su dén cho san
dé xemdi. Co6 anh, ghi chép, du loai bang chimg... That long ma néi, Luke néu tat ca cho nay duoc cong bo thi 6ng ta chét chac.”

“Oi Becky.” Luke ¢6 vé van chura tin ni. “Em lién tyc khién anh ngac nhién.”

“Emyéuanh,” t01 bbc dong noi. “Ha do van ching anh nheé!” Toi dat miy xubng va tim tc ra sau bang ban tay day md hdi ctia minh. T6i ubng vai ngum
nuée, rdi bamsd goi hiing chuyén phét quen Luke van hay ding va yéu ciu chuyén bang xe dap.

Trong vong khoang nira tiéng nita, phong bi niy s& dén tay Luke. Udc gi minh dugc trong thiy mit anh khi anh mé n6 ra.
“Bex oil” T6i gidt bén minh khi Suze cham rii vao bép. C6 chot bién séc khi trong thiy t6i. “Bex, cau khong sao chi?”
“Minh.... khoe!” t6i ¢ gwong cudi. “Chi dang nghi mdt chit thoi.”

“Tiép theo chiing ta s& choi tro choil” Suze md i lanh 16i ra mdt hdp nude cam. “Poan Tén DO An Ctia Bé... Tim Kim Bang Cai Ta... Tén Siéu Sao
Danh Cho B¢...”

Nhitng kh6 khiin ma Suze da virot qua dé t6 chirc toan bo bita tiée nay dung that 1 khong thé tin nbi.
“Suze.... camon cau nhidu Fim,” t6i ndi. “Tat ca that ky diéu. Ca c4i khung anh ctia minh nita!”

“Trong ciing duoc ddy chir, nhi?” Suze t6 vé hai Iong, “Cu biét khong, viée nay thire sw goi cam himg cho minh. Minh dang nghi dén viéc khoi dong lai
wu lam khung énh dem ban.”

“Cau nén im thé!” t6i hao himg n6i. Trude khi sinh con, Suze da timg im droc vo sb khung anh tuyét voi. N6 con ¢6 miét & shop qué ting cao cip
Liberty va dugc 1én bao nita!

“Minh mudn n6i 1, néu Lulu ¢6 the viét sach ndu an thi sao minh lai khong kim khung énh dwoc?” Suze n6i. “Minh ¢6 Bim viéc vai gios trong ngay thi chac
conting chang chét dugc, nhi? Minh van s€ 1a mdt nguoi me tot.”

Toi ¢6 thé trong thiy ndi lo Eing trong niit ¢o. Toi hoan toan budc t6i d6 cho con bo cai Lulu. Suze chura bao gior lo minh khong phai ngudi me tt cho
dén khi gip cb ta.

OK. Pa dén ltc tra dita rdi.

“Suze.... Minh ¢6 cai ndy cho cau dy,” t6i n6i, thd tay vao ngin kéo ti1 bép. “Nhung cau khéng duge cho Lulu xem, khong bao gio. Khong dugc ni
cho ¢ ta. Hay bat cur ai.”

“Minh hira!” Suze to mo ra mit. “Céi gi thé?”

“Pay.”

To6i dua cho Suze tim anh chyp bang ng kinh tele. DAy 1 thir duy nhét trong c4i phong bi ban dau duoc toi giit lai Anh chyp Lulu trén ph6 v6i miy
dira con ¢0 ta. Trong ¢6 ta kha byc boi - dinghon la ¢6 vé nhu ¢4 ta dang quat thao mit dira. Trén tay ¢0 ta I bon thanh banh s6 ¢6 la Mars, va c6 ta
dang phan phat cho bon dtra. C6 ta con cam may lon Coca, dudi nach kep mdt i bim bim khong 10.

“Khong!” Suze gin nhur choéng véng dén khong thdt nén 11, “Khong, C6 phai la...”

“Banh s6 ¢ la Mars.” Toi gat dau. “Va bim bim vi pho mét Wotsits.”

“Ca Coca nita!” Suze bat cuoi khanh khéch va phai dira tay bit miéng, “Bex, nhitng thir ndy im nén mot ngiy tuyét voi ctia minh. Lam thé quai ndo...”
“Prng héi.” Tai cling khong nhin dugc cuoi

“Piing 12 mdt con bo céi dao duc gia.”

“U....” Toi nhin vai kiéu nguoi 16n khong thém chép. Minh s& khong thi nhan i chinh minh ciing uon bao ¢6 ta 1 dd bo ca

Hay chan téc ¢6 ta 1§ bac 1di kia. Vinhu thé 12 x4u tinh.



“Cau biét khong, co ta thyre sy da ap dao minh.” Suze van nhin tim anh, khong tin néi. “Minh van luén cam thiy minh that... thua kém.”
“Minh nghii cau nén 1én churong trinh ti vi ctia ¢6 ta,” t6i n6i. “Cau c6 thé mang theo burc anh ndy.”

“Bex!” Suze curdi khiic khich. “Cu té that! Minh s& chi ¢t n6 trong ngiin kéo dé thinh thoang khi cin vui thi 16i ra xem thoi.”

Dién thoai trong bép chot réo vang nha va nu curdi ctia t6i lp tirc co lai. Néu 1a béo chi nita thi sao? Néu a Luke véi nhimg tin moi thi sao?
“Suze ndy,” t61 lAm bd tu nhién nodi, “Sao cau khdng vao xem moi nguodi thé ndo nhi. Minh s& vao ngay.”

“U.” Suze gat dAu, cdm hdp nude qua 1én, mét van dan vao tim anh. “Minh s& cAt cai ny vao chd no ddy an toan...”

Toi chér dén khi c6 di hin va cira dong that chat moi tur 1én tinh than dé nhic dién thoai. “A 167”

“Chao Becky.” Pau bén kia cat giong ué oai quen thudc. “Fabia déy.”

“Fabia!” Toi nhe ca ngudi. “Chi khoe khong? Cam on chi rit nhiéu vi d4 cho phép t6i st dung nha hém trude. Miy nguoi & Vogue ciing bao no that
tuyét! Chi nhdn dugc hoa ctia toi chwra?”

“Oi, tuyét im,” Fabia n6i, mo hd. “U, ching t6i nhan duoc hoa rdi. Nhung nghe ny Becky, chiing t6i vira nghe tin vor chdng c6 khong thé tra tién mit
dé mua nha.”

Hién i Luke d4 goi cho dai Iy mdi gii va bao v6i ho. Tin truyén nhanh thit.

“Ding vay.” Toi gt dau, cd giit giong vui vé. “Hoan canh ctia ching t6i c6 thay ddi mot chit, nhung chi khién ching t6i tra cham vai tudn thoi.”
“U.” Fabia ¢6 vé lo dang, “Vén dé I, ching t6i vira quyét dinh trao ddi v6i nhitng nguoi mua khac.”

Trong mot thoang t6i nghi minh dang do giac. “Nhitng ngurdi mua khac?”

“Clﬁr}g phai ching t6i da nhiic dén nhitng nguroi mua khac r6i sao? MAy ngudi My dy. Ho ciiing dura ra dé nghi y hét vo chdng c6. Biing hon 1 trude ¢o,
nén neu chit ché ma ndi thi...” Ba ta bo do cau noi.

“Nhung - chi da nhéan 1 voi chiing t6i i co ma! Chi d& n6i ngdi nha 14 ctia ching t6i.”
‘U thi thé. Nhung nhitng ngudi kia nhanh tay hon nén. ..

Toi sdc dén tréng réng dau dc. Ching toi vira bi hira déo.

“C6 phai tir by dén gio' chi van lira ching t6i ding khong?” Téi c6 giit binh finh.

“Day khong phai ¥ t6i.” Fabia ndi giong nudi tiéc. “La do chong toi. Anh 4y mudn ¢ chd rit an toan. Ditsao di nira, chiic ¢6 may mén vi cong cude
sannha...”

Khong Ba ta khong thé 1am thé nay duoc. Ba ta khong thé b ching tdi cho vo thé nay duoc.

“Fabia, nghe nay.” Toi lau khuon mt da lanh ngit va dam dia md hoi ctia minh. “Xin chi ddy. Ching toi sip c6 con. Ching ti khong con noi ndo dé di
cd. Can hd cua ching toi vira ban roi...”

“Um... ir. Toi hy vong moi chuyén tot dep ca. Chao nhé, Becky.”

“Thé con doi bdt Archie Swann thi sao?” t6i gin nhur hét Ién vi dién tiét. “Chiing ta da thoa thuan rdi! Chi ng t6i mot chiée bét!” Toi nhan ra minh dang
noi vao khoang lang. Ba ta da gac may. Ba ta chang them quan tam.

Toi cling gic méy. Cham chap t0i bude dén chd ti lanh rdi tra ddu vao canh ti thép mét lanh d6, chéng mit. Ching o chang con 6 ngdi nha trong mo
nita. Chiing t6i chang con ¢ ngdi nha nao nira.

T6i lai nhéc méy dinh goi Luke - rdi thi. Liic ndy anh da du réc rdi roi.
Vi tudn nita ching t6i s& phai chuyén khoi cin ho nay. Ching toi s& di dau chir?

“C0 Becky?” Kelly 20 vao bép, cudi khiic khich. “Moi ngudi vira théip nén kn bénh cta ¢ rdi ddy. Chau biét hom nay khong phai sich nhét ¢d, nhung
du sao thi co ciing phai thoi tat hét nhé!”

“U1” Téi tinh tho lai. “C vao ddy.”

B?mg’céch nao do t6i da xoay s¢ lay lai binh tinh trong khi theo Kelly tré lai phong khach. Trong d6, Danny va Janice dang choi tro Boan Db An Cua Bé
va viet cau tra 10i cuia ho Ién giay. Me va Jess dang nghién ctru that k§ anh may dira bé con ctia siéu sao.



“La Lourdes [1] chtr ail” Me dang n6i, “Jess, con yéu, con phai quan tim hon dén thé giéi di chir.”

[1]. Lourdes Maria Ciccone Leon, con gai Madonna.

“Cu cai duong nghién,” Danny ndi kiéu diy hiéu biét khi ném thir mbt thia sén sét mau tia. “TAt ca nhimg gi nd cin thém i mot chén vodka.”
“Becky!” me nging lén. “Moi chuyén on chir, con yéu? Sao con cir phai chay di nghe dién thoai sudt thé?”

“Phai déy, Bex, c6 chuyén gi a?”” Tran Suze nhéan lai.

Toi quét mdi, ¢b giit binh finh. Toi thim chi con khong biét bat dau tir dau.

Luke dang chién ddu dé ciru cong ty. Anh dang bi chay méu tién mét 6 at. Bon minh da mét ngdi nha.

Minh khéng thé ndi thé véi ho. Minh khong thé m hong bita tiéc nay, moi nguoi déu dang rét vui.

Minh s€ n6i voi ho... sau. Ngay mai.

“Moi chuyén 6n ca ma!” Toi ndn ra mot nu cudi rang 1o nhét, troi tin nhét, hanh phiic nhét. “Khong thé tt hon duoc!” R thdi tit hét s nén.

Cudi cling moi ngudi déu say tiy y va lan lrot ra vé. That . mdt bira tiée tuyét voi. Moi ngudi déu rat hop nhau! Cudi cling Janice va Jess lam hoa,
Jess hira s€ cham soéc Tom & Chile va khong dé bat cir tén phien quan du kich ndo bat anh. Suze va Kelly da chuyén tro rat lau trong khi cting choi tro
Poan DO An Cua Bé, két cuc 1a Suze de nghi Kelly trong giip bon tré va ¢ luén nha ¢d trong mot ndm con bé nghi [2]. Nhung dieu tuyét voi nhat 1a Jess
va Danny da thn thién v6i nhau ngay! Danny bat dau n6i chuyén voi chi vé mt bd suru tdp moi str dung nhitng ménh da v - va chi sap dua anh t6i vién
bao tang d€ xem vai mau vat.

[2]. O Anh ciing nhu nhiéu nurée phurong Tay, chuyén hoc sinh tam thoi nghi mot nédm sau khi hoc xong phd thong hodc tham chi 1 xong cp 1T dé tich
Ity kinh nghi¢ém, thdng tin cling nhwr ¢é thém thoi gian trude khi quyét dinh hoc tiép 1én 146 bien.

Nhan vién chuyén phat di xe dap dén lic moi nguoi dang &n banh va cai phong bi dugc chuyén di ém thim. Dl vy, t0i vén chura théy Luke goi lai. Toi
doéan anh dang ndi chuyén voi ludt su hodc ai day. Ciing ¢6 nghia 1a anh van chura biet tin vé ng6i nha.

“Con 6n chir, Becky?”” me n6i khi 6m tam biét t6i & cira. “Con c6 mudn me & lai cho dén khi Luke vé khong?”

“Khong, con khdng sao. Me dung lo.”

“U, thé chiu con nghi ngoi thoai méi nhé. Nhé giit stre, con yéu.”

“Véng” Toi gat dau. “Tam biét me.”

Can nha tré nén yén 4ng va té nhat khi moi nguoi da di. Chi con t6i va toan bo nhu’ng chuyén nay. T6i lang thang vao phong tré, nhe nhang cham vao
chiéc girong clii dong thi cong va chiéc ndi xinh xén mau tréng biét tr rung. Ca chiéc ndi miy c6 vom che bang vai lanh Iong y. (T6i mudn cho con céc
Ira chon vé chd ngii.)

Ctr nhrr mt san khéu dan dung san. Chiing t6i chi con chd nhn vt chinh xuét hién.

day cai dién thoal duqc dat mua trong catalog Intelligent Baby (Paa con "[hong minh) rdi 4p vio bung,

Con yéu, nghe nay! Mozart ddy.

Me doan thé.

Hay Bethoven hay ai ddy.

Troi a, minh nhdm fAn hét ca. Toi vira moi dinh nhin man hinh xem c¢6 phéi ctia Mozart khong thi ¢6 tiéng va dap nho tir sanh vong vao

Thiép Giang sinh. Cai do s& khién minh thay khé hon. Bo cai dién thoai Intelligent Baby d6, t6i tién dén ctra trude, nhic chdng buu phdm dd so dang
ndm trén tam tham chii chan trude cira n rdi lach bach tr lai sofa, xem qua mdt hrot ddng phong bi.

R&i t6i ngung lai. C6 mdt cai gdi nho, nhiin dé bang kiéu chir bay budm khong 1an vao déu duoc.
Cua Venetia.

Dia chi ngudi nhan ghi 1 Luke, nhung t6i khong quan tim. Tay run ry, 6i xé toac 16 ra, va thdy mot chiéc hop boc da nhé ctia Duchamp. T6i nghién
rang md né ra - & d6 1a mot cdp khuy ming sét bang bac trang men. C6 ta c¢d v gi khi giri khuy méing sét cho anh?



Mot thm thiép nhé méu kem roi ra, véi 1i nhéin viét cing mot kiéu chir.
L

Lau Eim khong gap. Nunc est bibendum [3]?

\Y%

[3]. Bén lic di ubng nude r6i chir?

Toi tring trimg nhin dong chir, mau chay ran rat qua dau. Toan b cing thing cta ca ngly duong nhu don ca thanh mot tia laze cudng nd. Toi da o n6
roi. Toi vira ¢6 n6 xong. Toi s€ guri thang cai gdi ndy trd lai, phat hoan buu cyc goc.

Khong Toi s& dich thin tra nd lai cho ¢6 ta. Chinh t0i. Trong con chong mit, t6i thy minh dimg lén, v6i ly 4o khoéc. Toi s& di tim Venetia va toi s& két
thic chuyén nay. M6t lan va méi méi.

Ban dang doc truyén Tin Do Shopping Co Baby dugc tai mien phi tai WWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuwong 20

Ca doi t6i chra bao gio ndng 1ong mudn danh mot tran huyét chién cudi cing nhur thé.

Tim Venetia ching mét may thoi gian. Toi goi dién cho Trung tam Sinh con Toan dién, gia vor rang minh dang thure sy mudn dugc néi chuyén véi ¢ ta
den tuyét vong va hdi c6 ta & dau. Sau khi ndi la c6 ta “ban”, 6 le tan budt n}iéng hé ra c6 ta dang dihop & b@nh vién Cavendish. Ho d€ nghi s goi dién
cho 6 ta, vi t6i van 1 bénh nhan & do, nhung t61 voi ndi ngay la thoi khong can, thure ra tw dung t6i khoe lai roi. Ho tin ngay ma khong he thac mc.
Hién nhién I3 ho da qua quen voi may ba bau ky quic goi dién dén va lo ling nhang 1én nhur the.

Vay nén gio t6i dang dimg bén ngoai khoa San ctia bénh vién Cavendish, trong nguc danh don dép, tay nim chat mot tii dung 6 mua sam ctia The
Look. Trong d6 dung khong chi doi méing sét kia, ma con ca doi tat xau xi va cai ti nhur cdi bi 6 ta ting bt tdi deo, tat ca tin nhan thur tir ¢6 ta timg
gui cho Luke, tap sach quang céo va gidy & khambénh cuia cai trung tim ngu ngdc toan dién ay... ke ca qua tang chio mimg dung trong tdi qua khuyén
mai ay nita. (Tra, lai ca hdp kem Créme de la Mer thi hoi x6t, nén trén thyre & t61 da vét ra gan hét 161 d6 vao mot lp Lancome cii dem cat di. Nhung
Venetia khong can bict chuyén nay.)

Nhl; hop dd tra lai khi doan tinh véi nguoi yéu vay. Toi s€ dua tin tay 6 ta va ndi, thit binh tinh, “pé chiing t6i yén, Venetia. Luke, ti va dira bé khong
muon dinh gi dén ¢6 nita.” Sau d6 ¢ ta phai nhdn ra minh da thua.

Negoai ra trén duong dén ddy t0i con goi dién cho vi gido s d& mén do, va ong da cho 0i mdt céu king ma béng tiéng Latin that hay ho. Toi hoc thude
ngay lap tirc. Cau do 1 tinam barbari provinciam tuam invadant!”, nghia 1a “Cau cho bon mgi rg' chiém dugc tinh nha c6.”

Ha. Nhu thé s& day cho ¢6 ta mdt bai hoc.

“A 16?7 Mot giong nhd xiu vang Ién & d4u bén kia dién thoai ndi bo.

“Xin chao!” t6i n6i vao cai ludi mic. “Toi a Becky Brandon, mot bénh nhan.” Téi s& khong nhiéu 1i nira. Toi s& tién thing vao d6 va Ry lai thir ciia
minh.

Chudng ctra bao i duoc vao va toi day mo n6. Binh thudng noi nay kha yén binh - nhung hdm nay n6 thit nhon nhip. Cac day ghé cho day kin cac ba
bau & di moi giai doan dang budn chuyén v6i nguoi di cing, tay cam may to quang cdo dé “Tai Sao Nén Lyra Chon Bénh Vién Cavendish?”” Hai it ho
sinh dang voi va di doc hanh lang, n6i chuyén “mo de” va “mc ket”, t6i thure sur ghét dm thanh clia may tir nay. Toi con nghe thay tiéng thét ctia mot phu
nit vong lai tir mdt can phong phia xa xa. Da day t61 quén 1én khi nghe thay tiéng thét ay, 61 phai cO ging lam mdi kim duge minh khong dua tay én bit
tai.

D sao di nita, &6 khong nhét thiét phai Ia tiéng thét vi dau don. C6 I& ¢ Ay chi hét 1én vi khong trong thay ti vi hay gi ddy.

T6i tién dén ban 18 tan, tho' néing nhoc.

“Xin chao,” t61 ndi. “Tén t6i [a Rebecca Brandon va xin cho gap Venetia Carter ngay lap tirc.”

“C6 ¢6 hen trude khong?” ba 1& tan hoi. Toi chua timg thiy ba ndy im & ddy. Ba ta c6 méi toc xodn dang nga bac, deo kinh c6 ddy bac, va cu xir thd
10 ding ki€u mot nguoi ca ngay phai doi phd véi dam phy nir mang thai.

“A... khong. Nhung chuyén nay rat quan trong,
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“T6i e Ia Venetia dang ban.”

“Toi khong ngai cho dau. Néu ba ¢ thé béo v6i ¢ dy I t6i & ddy.”

“Co mubn gip thi phai goi dién trude.” Ba ta cir gb may tinh nhur thé t6i khong ¢ & do.

Ba nay khién t6i buc that rdi ddy. Venetia chi dang du mdt cudc hop ngd ngan. Con t6i thi & ddy, mang bau chin thang roi...
“Ba khong thé goi dién cho c6 4y sa0?” t6i ¢b giir binh tinh.

“T6i chi c6 thé goi cho ¢6 Ay néu cd dang dau dé.” Ba ta nhin vai, nhur thé dy khong phai chuyén ciia ba ra véy.

Toi tring it nhin ba ra qua ddm sa mi1 ctia con gian dir. Toi da dén tan day 8 ba mit mdt 101 v6i Venetia, va toi s& khong d& cho mbt con mu miic 4o
len khong tay mau tim hoa ca can budc.

“Thé thi... t6i dang dau dé day!” t6i nghe thiy chinh minh dang néi.

“Co6 dang dau dé 47’ Ba ta nhin t6i ngd vuc.

Ba ta khong tin toi sao? Dién tiét thit. Sao t6i lai phai ndi dbi vé mot chuyén nhur thé chir?

“Phai.” Toi chng nanh. “Dung thé.”

“Co da thiy nhirg con co déu din chura?” ba ta thach thirc.

“Tir hom qua i, ba phit mot lan,” t6i phan phao. “Dau ca lung nita, va t6i cir lién tyc di hit bui nha cira... va... t6i v 6i tir hom qua roi.”
Xemdi! Co gioi thi bao khong phai toi dang trd da di!

“Thé co a.” B ta ¢6 vé kinh ngac, “Um...”

I3

“Va t6i chi mubn gip Venetia Carter, ngodi ra khong ai ca,” t6i ndi thém, himg hd tan dung loi thé. “Nén ba c6 thé goi dién ngay cho c6 dy duoc
khong?”

Ba ta van nheo mit sim soi toi.
“Céc con co dén ba phit mot lan?”

“Uh-huh.” Dot nhién t6i nhin ra minh dmg day duoc ba phit rdi. “Toi dang chiu dyung trong king 18, t6i dinh dac cho ba ta hay. “T6i i mdt tin d6 dao
Scienrology{3].”

[3] Scientology, d6i khi duge dich Ia "khoa luan hqc" hoic "khoa hoc h(,)c”,‘]é. mit th thuyét ton gido, tin réng strc manh tinh thin cta con ngudicod thé
loai bd nhiing trai nghiém dau don trong qua khir d€ dua ho t6i gidi phong ve tinh than va cam xuc.

“Mot tin dd Scientology?”” Ba ta nhic lai, budng bit xudng va trimg niit nhin 6.

“Phai.” Toi trimg mit nhin lai ba ta, khong hé nao ning. “Va toi can gip Venetia khan cap. Nhung néu ba khong cho mbt san phy bi v i tir hom qua
vao, mit san phu van dang Am tham chiu dung nhitng con dau khiing khiép...” Téi ndi to hon mdt chit, dé tit ca cac ba bau dang cho kia nghe thay.

“Thoi duoe 1o RS rang ba 1€ tAn nhén ra minh d thua to. “C ¢ thé chd;,” ba ta dao mét mdt hrot khu ches khéim da kin chd, 6 trong phong kia,” rdi
chi tay vé phia can phong gan bien Phong P¢ s6 3.

“Cam on!” Toi quay got tién vao Phong D¢ s 3. D6 1a mot phong ko, véi mot cai giudng béng kim loai trong thét déng so, mdt phong tim va mdt dau
DVD. Nhung quay bar mini thi khong c6.

Toi ngdi lén giwong, ap tirc 10i hop dung dd trang diémra. Ai ciing biét nguyén tic sb mot trong lim an 1 Banh Bao Khi Puong Dau v6i dbi thit. Hodc
néu khong phai thé, thi nén thé. Toi thoa thém chit mA hdng va son sang méu - va dang tap lam mit lanh Ring trong gurong thi ¢6 tiéng gd cira.

La ¢ ta ddy. Trong con cang thing quin thit chua timg thiy, t6i v& iy cai Tii Poan Tinh rdi dung ddy.
“Vao di,” t6i ndi, binh tinh nhat c6 thé, va mot gidy sau ctra bat mo.

“Chao minh yéu!” Mot nit ho sinh nguoi gde Phi-Caribe trong vui vé king xing tién vao. “Em [ Esther. Minh thé ndo r6i? Van co thit manh va lién tuc
cha?”

“H4?” t6i nhin ¢6 chim chap. “Er... khong. Y i  ¢6...” T6i bdi rdi b dé cau noi. “Nghe nay, t6i thure sw cin phai gip Venetia Carter.”



“Co ay dang dén,” ¢6 ho sinh an ti. “Trong lic chd thi em s& gitp minh sép d6 nhé.”
T6i cam thiy nhoi Ién nghi ngd. Hay 1 ho chira hé bao cho Venetia? Ho dang ¢4 fira minh.
“Toi khong can sip dd gi ca, t6i nhd nhin n6i. Di sao ciing cdm on ¢d.”

“Minh yéu oi, minh sép, dé ma!” C6 ho sinh bt cudi khanh khach. “Minh s€ phai thay mot chiéc vay rong, Hay minh mang theo 40 phong? Va lai em con
phéai khdm xem minh tién trién thé nao nita.”

Minh cén phai thoét khoi c6 ning ndy, thit nhanh. C6 4n mdt ban tay Ién bung toi, t6i ién rut nguoi lai

“Thit ra t6i vira dugc kham rdil” t6i vui vé noi. “Mot ¢6 hd sinh khac dd kham cho t6i. Nén t6i dd hoan toan sin sang...”

“Cb ho sinh khac? Ai thé? Sarah 42

“Er... chéic thé. Toi ciing khong nhd niva. DOt nhién co 4y voi di, n6i 1 phai di nghe hoa nhac hay gi dy...” Toi chop miét ngly tho.

“Thé thi em s& lp mot bang theo di m6i cho minh vay.” Esther k¢ dau, tho dai. “Va em s& phéi kham lai cho minh.”

“Khong!” t0i thét ken trude khi kip ngiin minh ai. “Y t6i ... t0i méc chimg am anh sgr bi khim. Ho da ndi t6i chi can kham t6i thicu thoi. Venetia hicu
ma. Toi thure sy can gap Venetia, ngoai ra khong can ai ca. Noi that thi, ¢6 cd thé d€ t6i mit minh cho dén khi c6 ay dén khong? Toi mudn tép trung
Vao... vao nit tinh trong ndi tm toi.”

Esther tron nit, 1di tién dén canh cira va thd dau ra ngoai.

“Pam o1, chiing ta lai c6 thém mot bénh nhan lap di nita cua Venetia nay. Chi bao cho c6 éy duoc khong?”

“Puoc rd1.” C6 rut dau trd lai. “Bon em vira goi Venetia cho minh rdi dAy. Gidr em chi phai dién ndt cai nay thoi. Minh bao 1 v&y &i tir hom qua 42
“Uhhuh”

“C6 ho sinh kia da ndi minh md duoc bao nhiéu chura?”

“Um.. bdn phan,” t6i chon s6 ngau nhién.

“Va minh van chiu duoc d

“Pén gior thi van 6n,” t6i can dam noi.

Lai c6 tiéng gd cira va mot cd nita thd dau vao. “Esther? C6 qua dy dugc khong?”

“Hom nay bon em ban m” Esther treo bang theo doi Ién dau girong, “Em s& quay lai ngay. Xin 16i nha.”

“Khong sao! Camon!”

Cira vira d6ng lai sau hrng ¢6 ta 1 t6i ndm phich ra girong, Trong vong vai phiit khong c6 dong tinh gi, nén t6i bt dau bam ti vi le6t qua mdt ot cac
kénh. T61 dang tu hoi ho ¢ cho thué dia DVD khong thi lai 6 tiéng g0 ctra.

Lan nay thi phai o Venetia. Toi lai v6 Ay c4i Tii Doan Tinh, chat vat dimg ddy va hit mot hoi thit sau dé Hy tinh thin.
“Moi vao!”

Cira mo va mit cd gai chimg hai muroi tudi méc ddng phyc ho sinh nhin vao. C6 ¢ mai toc vang mong dinh budc tim lai sau dau va trong dang rat lo
ling,

“Um, xin chdo,” cd ndi. “Em [ Paula va em dang thire tap ho sinh. Chi co phién khong néuem vao quan sat giai doan du cta qua trinh sinh n & chi
mdt 1at? Em s€ rat, rat bict on.”

Oi gioi dt oi! Toi dinh béo “C6, phién Fim, c6 di di.” Nhung trong ¢ bén kn va céng théing dén mitc t6i khong nd fam thé. éing ndo thi khi Venetia
dén t6i cling s€ thoat khoi c6 ngay thoi.

“Khong sao.” Toi khodt tay. “Vao di. Tén toi [a Becky.”
“Chao chia.” C6 bén lén cuoi khi r6n rén bude vao va ngdi xudng cai ghé trong goc.

mot hai phit cé hai ching ti khong ai n6i gi. Toi d lai nim vét xudng dong gbi va dang chém chim nhin trén nhd, c6 ging gidu vé buc boi. Toi ¢ ddy,
san sang doi dau, nhung cha c6 ai ma do6i dau. Néu Venetia khdng xuat hién trong vong nam phut tdi, t6i s€ di.



“Chi c6 vé rat... diémnhién.” Paula ngimg nguéch ngoac viét Ién s6 va nging lén. “Chi c6 phuong phap dic biét ndo dé ddi phd véi con dau khong?”
A phéi, minh dang dau dé ma. Minh nén dién mot chit néu khong 6 4y s& ching c6 gi ma viét.

“Buong nhién.” Toi gat du. “Toi chi di lai mot chilt thoi, thit ddy. Toi thiy nhur thé rit c6 ich.” Toi dimg diy di quanh girong, vung tay t6i lui & trinh
trong, RAi t6i lic hong vai cdi, va lam dong tac dudi nguodi hoc dugc hdi tap Yogalates[4].

[4]. Mot hinh thitc két hop Yoga voi Pilates - mdt hé thong bai tp thé duc do Joseph Pilates phét trién tir du thé ky hai muoi, tin ring co bap hoan
toan phy thude vao tim tri. Yogilates ra doi nam 1997, chi gom40 tu thé va nhan manh vai tro cta tinh than.

“Cha,” Paula thot én ngudng md. “Ngudi chi thit B déo.”

“Toi tap yoga md,” tdi ndi, 16 ra khiém ton nhung nit tmg Ién mdt chit. “Chéic 1 gio t6i phai an banh KitKat ddy. Dé giit mirc néing lwong 6n dinh iy

ma.

“Y hay.” Paula gt gi. Khi v6i tay Ty cai i, t6i thdy 6 viét vao sb “Aq KitKat”, ngay dudi dong “Tap yoga dé giam dau”. C6 1t It miy trang trong
tap tai liéu roi ngang 1én nhin day thong cam. “Trong sudt qua trinh chuyén da, con dau cua chi tip trung & dau a?”

“Er... thi... loanh quanh,” t6i n6i mo hd, nhai KitKat rao rao. “Kiéu nhur & chd nay... di chd kia...” T6i chi vao ngudi minh. “Kho giai thich im

“Chi ¢6 vé binh tinh m6t cdch dang ngac nhién, Becky a.” Paula nhin t6i khong roi miéit khi t6i soi grrong xem rang minh ¢6 dinh mau KitKat ndo khong,
“Em chura tirng thay mdt phu nit dang dau dé nao kiém soat ban than gioi nhur chi!”

“T6i i nguoi theo dao Scientology ma,” toi khong thé ngan minh ndi thé. “Nén t6i dang ¢b ging giit im king hét sirc ¢6 thé, hién nhién i thé.”
“Mdt tin db dao Scientology!” Mt ¢ mo to. “That i tuyét.” Roi ¢ cau miy lo Eing. “Thé chi khong phéi gitt im king tuyét ddi a2
“T6i theo truong phai cho phép néi chuyén,” t6i giai thich. “Nhurng khong dugc la hét hay gi khac.”

“Cha. Chj biét khong, em con khong chitc 1 bénh vign da c6 khi ndo tiép nhin mot tin do Scientology chura!” Trong ¢6 khé héo hing, “Chj khong phién
néu emdi khoe voi vai dong nghiép nira chir?”

“Ctr tyr nhién!” Toi lo dang gt dau.

Khi c6 vdi va ra ngoai, toi vo gléy g6i KitKat lai r(‘”)i,ném vao thing rac, buc doc. Thé nay that ngu ngbc. Venetia s& khong dén, dung khong? Ho con
khong dinh bao cho c6 ta. Ma dang nao t6i cling mat hitng gap c6 ta roi. Toi nghi minh s€ vé nha.

“Chj dy & trong ndy nay!” Canh cira mo tung va ca mjt dam nir hg sinh tré tran vao phong, dan dau I Paula. “Pay 14 Rebecca Brandon,” ¢6 thi thAm n6i
voi ca dam “Chi ay mo duoc bon phén 161 va dang ding yoga dé doi pho voi con dau. Vila mot tin do Scientology, chi ay ludn gitt duge ve binh than
va tinh lang. Céac cdu hau nhu khong thé bict Ia chi ay dang dau dé dau!”

Tét ca bon ho trd mit nhin ti nhur thé t6i B dong vt quy hiém. T6i gan nhur thiy c6 16i khi im ho tht vong,

“Thyc ra, t6i nghi chic 1 bao dong nham thoi.” Toi nhdc ti én, khodc 40 vao. “Toi vé nha day. Cam on rét nhidu vgiip toi...”

~ o~ A

“Chi khong thé vé nha duoc!” Paula n6i, khé bét cudi. C6 xem bang theo ddi clia t6i, gt gii. “Téi cho 1 vay. Rebecca, chi da v 6i r6i. Chi ¢ nguy co
bi nhiém tring day!” C6 kéo 40 khodc ctia toi ra va ly cai tii lai. “Chi phai & dy cho dén khi sinh con!”

“O4i,” t6i n6i, nghen ca Ioi.
Minh lam gi day? Minh c¢6 nén n6i voi bon ho la minh da bia ra chuyén vo &i?
Khong, Ho s& nghi minh 13 mdt con dién mét. Viéc minh s& lim i chd cho dén khi ho dé minh yén rdi lén it chudn. Phai. K& hay.

“C6 thé chi Ay dang qua do,” mot nit ho sinh thire tp n6i ra didu hiéu biét. “Khi dén giai doan d6, moi ngudi thudng thich vé nha. Ho trd nén khé do
1101"3

“Rebecca, chi thure sur can mgic vay dé cua bénh vién vao.” Paula nhin t6i chdm chi, lo lz“mg “Prra tré co thé sép ra dén noi rdi. Céc con dau thé nao?
C6 dén don dap hon khong? Emco thé kham cho chi duogc khong?”

“Chi &y da yéu cau chi khém va theo ddi & mitc t6i thicu,” mdt c6 hd sinh thyre tip khac ni, nhin bang theo ddi ciia toi. “Chj dy mubn moi thir thit t
nhién. Té nghi minh nén goi mdt chi hd sinh ¢6 kinh nghiém dén day, Paula a.”

“Khong, khong phai thé!” t6i voi noi. “Y t6i 1. . . t6i mudn dwoc & mdt minh mot it Néu duoc.”

“Chj that | khic ky, Rebecca,” Paula ndi, thong cam dit mot ban tay 1én vai t6i. ‘Nhung ching em khong thé dé chi mdt minh duge! Tham chi chi con
khong c6 ai di cling!”



“Toi s& on thoi ma, that ddy.” Toi c6 6 ra tw nhién. “Chi vai phit thoi. D6 1... d6 1 mdt phin tin ngudng ctia toi. Ngudi phu nit sép sinh phai & mot
minh mbi giy mdt Jan d& mot bai kinh dic biét.”

Théi ndo. To6i am tham co dicu khién ho. BE cho ti yén di..

“Um, em doanla l,)()n em phai ton trong tin ngudng cta chi thdi,” Paula ludng Iy néi. “OK, Iat sau bon ems€ quay lai, nhurng néu chi cam théy bét ctr céi
gi chuyén dong, bam ngay nit chudng nhé!”

“Dugc rdi! Camon!”

Cira d6ng lai va t6i ngdi phich xubng nhe nhom, on trdi. Toi s& ra khoi day ngay khi hét nguy hiém. Toi v6 y tli va do khodc rdi hé cira ra - nhung ngay
bén ngoai van con hai nit h¢ sinh dang dimg. Toi voi dong cira lai va c6 khong gay ra ting on. Minh s& phai doi thém It nita. Ho s€ bude phai di nhanh
thoi va nhan lic d6 minh s& chudn le.

Toi khong thé tin minh lai roi vao tinh hudng ndy. L& ra t6i khong bao gid nén néi i minh dang dau dé. L& ra khong bao gior ti nén gia v ring 6i minh da
vo. Troi a, day 1a mdt bai hoc. Toi s€ khong bao gio lam nhur the nita, khong bao gio.

Mot e sau t6i lai xem dong hd. Ba phitt da troi qua. C6 1& minh nén kiém tra lai hanh lang xem sao. T6i cAm 4o khoac 1én - nhung chura kip kén ra thi
ctra da bat mo.

“Oi troi oi, Bex!” Suze a0 vao nhur mot con Io¢ toc vang 40 Miu Miu théu. “Cau van 6n chir? Nghe tin 1 minh dén day ngay!”
“Suze?”” t6i nhin cd tran trdi, chodng vang. “Sao...”

“Me cdu ciing sip dén ngay day,” c6 n6i khong ra hoi, cdi 4o khodc ra khoe 4o phong Ba me Ngon lanh ctia Danny thiét ké. “Nam nguoi bon minh
dang di taxi ctng nhau thi nghe tin. Gio' Janice dang chay di nua d6 uong va may ro tap chi con Kelly bao n6 s€ cho ¢ quay Ié tan duédinha...”

“Nhung
Toi ching hiéu gi ca. Suze bi dién hay sao dy nhi?

“Minh goi s6 di dong cua cdu, mOt phy nir nhic méy va bao day Ia bénh vién Cavendish.” Suze huyén thuyén trong con khich dong. *“Ba ta bao cau aé
quén dién thoai & quay 1& tan va cdu dang chuyén da! Ca hoi cudng Ién! Thé Ia bon minh bao tai x& taxi quay lai ngay 1ap tirc, va minh da huy bita tiéc ma
bon minh dang dinh t6 chirc t6i nay...” C6 chot dirng khumng lai khi trong thiy b dang ctia t61. “E, Bex, sao cau lai cAm 4o thé kia? Moi chuyén van én
day chu?”

“Rebecca dang im rat t6t!” Paula ndi. C6 vao phong, diu dang iy cai a0 khoac khoi tay t6i. “Pa mo nhitng bon phén rdi ma chi 4y van chura can ding
thudc giam dau!”

“Khong ding thude giam dau 42 Suze suyt ngdl. “Bex, minh tudng cau dang ding thude t&!”
“Um..” t61 khé nhoc nudt khan.
“Nhung chi éy khong chiu mic vay san phu cua bénh vién,” Paula ndi giong trach cur

“Tét nhién i ¢6 4y s& khong miic! Suze tirc gidn néi. Ching xau dién kén duoc. Bex, cau khéng mang tdi theo a? Pumg lo, minh s& di mua cho cau mdt
cai 4o phong. Va chiing ta can chut amnhac & day, c6 khi ca nén nita...”” C6 nhin quanh, vé ché trach.

“Um... Suze ndy...” Da day toi quén lén vi cang thang, “Thyc ra...”
“Cbc cdc!” Ngodi cira vong vao mdt giong thanh thot. “Louisa ddy! Ching t6i vio duoc chir?”’
Louisa 4? Chuyén ndy khong thé xay ra dugc. C6 1 nha tri liéu bang hurong thom ma t6i d thué cho 1an sinh nd ndy. Thé quéi ndo mé ¢ 4y lai..

“Nay gid me cau van ban ron goi dién cho tit ca nguoi trong danh sach ctia cau, chi dé bao tin cho ho!” Suze mim cudi. “Me ciu goi dién thit néing suat.
Tat ca déu dang trén duong dén day roi.”

Toi khong thé xir Iy durgc nira. Moi chuyén tién trién nhanh qua. Louisa da 16i ra vai lo tinh diu nho xiu va xoa c4i gi ¢6 hurong nhur mixi cam Ién gay toi.
“Xong rdi ddy!” ¢b n6i. “Thiy d& chiu hon khong?”

“Tuyét lam!” t6i ging guong noi.

“Becky!” giong choi tai cia me vong vao tir ngoai ctra. “Con yéu!” Me a0 vao, dmmdt bé hoa va mot tii gidy day banh stmg bo. “Ngbi xudng di con!
C(r thoai mai! Thuoc té cta con dau?”

“Becky dang cd xoay x6 ma khong cn ding loai ndo!” Suze noi. “Thé c6 gioi khong chir?”

“Khong mdt loai sao?”” Trong me kinh ngac.



“Rebecca dang ding yoga va ky thuat hit tho dé dbi phé voi con dau,” Paula n6i ddy tur hao. “Dng khong, Rebecca? Chi dy da md duge bon phan rdil”
“Con yéu, dimg cb ép minh lim g.” Me ndm tay t6i, trong nhu phat khoc. “Chép nhan ding thude giam dau di con! Ding thube di.”

T6i cam thy hrdi minh bi dan keo vao vom miéng

“Gior thi dén tinh du nhai.” Giong diu dang ctia Louisa thi thAm vao tai toi. “Toi s& xoa vao thai duong c6 nhé...”

“Becky?” me lo 4u ndi. “Con c6 nghe thdy me n6i gi khong?

“Coleco éy lai dang chiu mot con co nita!” Suze kéu Ién, nim chit tay to1. “Bex, hit tho ndo...”

“Con lam dugc, con yéu!” Mat me mdi e mdt cau lai, nhu thé chinh me

“Tép trung vao dira tré.” Paula nhin thing vao mit t6i, cham chu. “Tap trung vao dira con déng yéu dang sip chao doi ciia minh.”

“Nghe ny.” Cudi cling tdi ciing cit duoc tiéng én. “T6i... vén dé I, t6i khong dau dé...”

“Becky, chi c6 ma.” Paula dat tay 1én vai toi.

“Bex, gilt strc nao!” Suze nhét mot céi bng hit vao mdm toi. “Uéng chit nude tang lyc Lucozade nay di R6i cdu s thiy kha hon!” Toi bat e hit cai
thir nurée vi budn nén ay Vao - 10i khyng lai khi nghe thAy tiéng budc chan voi va dang tién lai. Toi biét tiéng budc chan do. Canh cira bat md va lan nay

14 Luke, mét tAi mét, nit ti sdm va ciing théng khi nhin quanh phong,

“On troi. On trdi anh khong dén qua muodn...” Dudng nh anh khong ndi ndi nén 1i khi tién vé phia giurong toi. “Becky, anh yéu emrat nhiéu... Anh rat
tur hao veem..”

“Chao anh, Luke,” t0i yéu 6t noi.
Thé nay thi t6i con biét lam cai chét tiét gi day.
Vin d¢ 13, nhin theo nhiéu cach, day 1 cudc sinh nd hoan hao.

Lic nay da 14 hai muroi phit sau va can phong dong nghet ngudi. Felicity, chuyén vién mit xa chan da toi va gio dang nén bop ngon chan t6i. Maria, nha
tri libu theo phuong phap vi luong ddng can dang dinh hrong thude cho t6i udng. Con Louisa dang xép dén dot bang tinh dau thom quanh phong,

Mot bén t61 Ia me va Suze, mOt bén ]a Luke. Trén tran toi thit mdt chiéc khan vai flannel, trong tay 1a lo nudc xit con trén minh thi miic chiéc 40 phong
thing thinh loai dai ma Suze va me vé co ban da nhét t6i vao. Toi thay thur thai, nhac dang choi, va t6i dang xoay so ma khong can

Chi c6 mdt uan khiic nho nho thoi. Ma t6i van chura iy du diing khi dé néi véi moi nguoi.

“Becky, chi c6 mudn thém chit dudng khi khong?”” Paula tién lai phia t6i, tay cAmmot chiéc mét na co gin mot cai dng, “Chi dé cho bét dau thoi ma.”
“Er...” t0i ngan ngai. Néu minh tir chdi thi ¢6 vé thd 16 qua. “U, OK. Camon!”

“Khi ndo lai thay dau tiép thi hit sdu vao nhé,” Paula huéng dan, dua cho i phan dé chup vao miéng “Pimg dé qua nuon.”

“OK!” t6i cho mit na 1Ién miéng va miii rOi hit sdu. Cha cha. That tuyét diéu! Toi cam théy y nhur vira duoc ndc can mot chai champagne!

“Nay.” Toi gd mét na ra va né mjt nu cudi duyén dang voi Luke. “Cai ndy hay im: Anh nén thir deo xem.”

“Becky, em dang lim rét gioi.”” Anh siét chit tay t6i, mét khong rdi khoi toi. “Moi chuyén van 6n chir? Moi thir ¢6 diing nhur ké hoach sinh nd ctia em
khong?”

“Er... gAn nhur moi thir!” t6i ndi, tranh anh mt anh va voi hit thém chit dudng khi nira. Oi trdi. Minh phéi ndi cho anh biét. Minh phai lam thé.

“Luke...” t0i rwén ngudi vé phia trude, cam thiy hoi chuénh choang vi khi trong c4i niit na. “Nghe emnay,” t6i thi thAm vao tai anh. “Em chura sinh con
dau.”

“Emyéu, dimg lo ing” Luke vudt ve tran toi. “Khong ai voi gi dau. Can bao lu ciing duge.”

Thit ra.... ¢6 ¥ ndy. Toi mudn ndi B, déng ndo con tdi cling s& chui ra vao lic ndo ddy, ding khong? Toi c6 the ctr & ddy, khong n6i gi, udng Lucozade
va xem ti vi. The roi phdi co gi xay ra chit, va ho s€ noi, “Becky dau dé nhitng hai tuan lién, kho than con bé!”

“Nhan tién, anh da n6i chuyén v6i bac si Braine,” Luke n6i thém “Ong dy dang tir Potrland dén day.”

“Oil” Toi ¢b gidu ndi kinh hoang, tuyét!



Tuyét vong, ti lai hit dudng khi, ¢6 nin ra mjt ké hoach. C6 thé phong tim cé mdt cai clia 6 mi tir o 6i c6 thé tréo ra. Hoc t6i ¢ thé noi mudn di
doc hanh lang, 161 tim mdt dira bé so sinh va nuron tamné mot lat...

“Em tudng chi | bénh nhén clia Venetia Carter?” Paula nglmg ghi chép. C6 4y vén chua dén 4? C6 nhin dong ho. Néu ¢6 4y khong dén, mot ho sinh
cao cap s& phdi kham lai cho chi sém Chi c6 thay ép luc gi khong, Becky?”

“Um.. mdt chut thdi, nhung co!”

Cb nay chang hiéu céi g ca.

“Pay.” Louisa dura cho t6i mdt lo tinh dau dé hit. “Huong Clary sage danh cho nhitng khi stress.”

“Paula ndy, liéu c6 bao gid thai lai... chui ngwoc vao trong khong nhi?” t6i lim ra vé tyr nhién hoi cau niy, cd ging gidu tia hy vong vira chot 16e 1én.
“Khong” Paula cudi. “Du doi ic ¢6 cam giac nhur thé.”

“Ha ha!” t6i hua vao cudi theo 1Oi lai ndim vat ra 61, hit Ay hit dé huong clary sage danh cho khi stress. Cai toi can by gio | mdt loai tinh dau danh cho
viée k€ voi moi nguroi minh khong dau dé va tat ca bon ho phai vé nha thoi

Lai ¢6 tiéng g3 cira va Suze ngang Ién. “Oii, chéic 1a Jess ddy. Chi 4y ndi dang trén dudng dén.”
“Moi vao!” Paula goi to. Cira mo. Va t61 dong b

D6 1 Venetia. C6 ta dang miic do phu thudt, toc vin gon trong mdt cai mil xanh, trong cuc ky duyén dang va trinh trong, nhur thé c6 ta ban ciru ngudi
ca ngay Vay.

Con khon.

Trong mdt thoang Venetia trong c6 vé ciing rit sdc, nhung rdi gin nhur ngay Bp tirc ¢6 ta tién dén bén giwong t6i, trén mdi nd mdt ny cudi chuyén
nghi¢p.

“Becky! Toi khong hé biét rang bénh nhan mé ho goi bao cho t6i lai 1 c6. Dé t6i kham xem ¢6 thé nao rdi ndo...”

Cb ta ci cai mii xanh J4 ra va mai toc 6ng a budng xubng g, “Luke, cd 4y vao day duoc bao lau rdi? Cho em biét chuyén gi xay ra ndy gio di."
C6 ta lai im thé. C6 ta lai cho t6i ra ria. C6 ta dang ¢ mé hodc Luke.

“Pé cho t6i yén!” t6i kéu Ién gian dir. “Toi khong phai a bénh nhin ctia ¢6 nita va c6 khong can phai kham xét gi ¢4, cam on rat nhiéu.”

Dot nhién toi ghfmg budn quan rAm xem minh c6 dang dau de khong nita. Hoac sdp dau dé. Hoac cai khi gl d6. Van chira qua mudn, t6i van c6 thé ¢6
tran huyét chién 16n. Trong lic moi ngurdi dang ha hdc miéng, t6i quang cai mit na qua mdt bén, nhac minh khoi grong,

“Suze, cau ¢6 thé dua cho minh cai tii kia khong?”” giong t6i run kén. “Cai tti dudi giudng dy.”

“U! Pay.” Suze dua cho t6i cai tii. “Cai ndy ciia ¢d ta 42" ¢6 n6i thém, thi thim vao tai toi.

“Uh-huh.” T6i gat dau.

“Conbo cai”

Y ndy hay ddy, Becky!” Paula thanh thot noi, giong ngip ngimg, “Giit thing ngudi s& gitip dira bé tut xudng nhanh hon...”

“Venetia, t01 c6 vai thir phai tra lai cho ¢d.” Gigng t61 hoi bi liu nhiu, tai cai thir khi gas ngu xuan d6. Da thé i con toét miéng cuoi lién tyc, that 1a buc
minh. Nhung dui sao ¢6 ta cling s€ hicu y toi.

“Luke khong mudn c4i ny.” Toi thoc tay vao i rdi ném doi tit y té tra co ta. N6 rot xudng dit va moi nguoi ién nhin chong choc.
Oi. Minh nhim mdt .

“Y 61 1a.... cai ndy.” Toi ném cai hop dung cap khuy méng sét, that manh, va né bay tring giita tran Venetia.

“Ail Chét tiét!” C6 ta 6m dau.

“Becky!” Luke phan di.

“Cb ta van theo dudi anh, Luke! C6 ta giri qua Giang sinh cho anh!”



Dot nhién t6i nhé ra cau chiri tiéng Latin mGi hoc duoc. “Uti... bar- beri...” Ludi toi ¢t lu ca lai. “Nam.. y t6i [, tui...”

Me kiép.

Latin diing la mdt thir ngdn ngit d hoi.

“Con yéu, con ¢ bji mé sang khong?” Me ¢6 vé lo Fing,

“Becky, t6i ching hiéu co dang n6i vé chuyén gi ca.” Venetia trong nhur thé dang ¢ nin cuoi.

“Pé chung t6i yén.” Toi run Ién vi gidn dit. “Bé t6i va Luke yén

“C6 da goi toi,” Venetia nhic, va Iy lai bang theo ddi tir tay Paula ic d6 dang cang thing. “Nao, ching ta dang ¢ d4u véi dira bé nay nhi?”
“Pumg c6 danh trong lang!”” t6i hét. “C6 ndi vai t6i rang ¢b va Luke dang hen hd. C6 ¢b am ti hoang so.”

“Hen ho?” Venetia mo to mit. “Becky, Luke va t6i chi la ban cii!” C6 ta lai buong tiéng cudi trong veo. “Emrét tiéc, Luke. Emda biét a Becky c6 chit
van d€ voi em. Nhung em khong ngo ¢d ay lai bi am anh dén the...”

Trong c6 ta hoan toan hop Iy, dimg d6 trong bd dong phuc y t€ miu xanh 1 day quyén uy. Con t6i thi i mdt con my mang thai say xin loan tri nic 4o
phong thing thinh.

“Ven, duoc ro1,” Luke n6i, ¢6 vé khong thodi mai. “Nghe ndy, bon anh sép ¢6 béc si Charles Braine dén theo doi rdi. C6 khi emnén.. didi”

“C6 16 emnén im thé.” Veneria gat dau ra diéu thong dong voi Luke va t6i lién cam thiy mot con thinh n ngin ngyt.

“Luke, ding dé c6 ta chudn émnhur thé! C6 ta n6i hai ngudi yéu nhau! C6 ta ndi anh dinh bé emvi ¢6 tal”

“Becky...”

“Thit déy.” Nude miit vi gian dir dang chan chira mit t6i. “Khong ai tin em, nhung ding thé déy! C6 ra noi ké tir céi phit hai ngudi gip nhau, vén dé chi
con la khinao va ¢ dau nira thdi. C6 ta ndi hai ngudi say nhau nhu dieu do, nhu Penelope va... ai day. Othello.”

“Penelope va Odysseus chir?”” Luke nhin toi trén trHi.

“Vang! Thé ddy. Va hai ngudi sinh ra 1 dé & bén nhau. Va em ching con cudc hon nhén ndo nita...” Toi quét mili bang dng tay 4. “Va gio thi ¢ ta Bm
nhu em hoan toan la mot con dién néi lao...”

C6 gi d6 thay dbi trong 4nh mit anh. “Penelope va Odysseus?” anh ndi, cao giong chura timg thiy. “Ven?”
Im king dén gai ngudi.

“Em ching hiéu c6 4y ndi gi,” Venetia diu dang néi.

“Penelope va Odysseus 12 ai thé?”” Suze thi thdm vao tai toi va t6i nhin vai chiu.

“Venetia.” Luke nhin thing vao c6 ta. “Ching ta chura bao i i Penelope va Odysseus.”

Lan dau tién tir trrde dén nay, t6i thiy Venetia nao ning, C6 ta khong néi gi, nhung tran trdi nhin Luke bang anh nit phan dbi. Nhur thé ¢6 ta mudn néi,
C6 chir, ching ta chinh 14 ho.

OK, minh can phai biét moi dugc. “Luke, Penelope va Odysseus 1 ai thé?” t6i hoi.
Toi thuc long hy vong ho khong phai Ia mit chang PR va mdt c¢6 a bac siphu san nhao vao long nhau sau khi ¢6 vg chang PR bi cho ra ria cau chuyén.

“Odysseus b lai Penelope dé di mdt chuyén hanh trinh dai,” Luke néi, vin nhin thing vao niit Venetia. “Trong str thi Odyssey. Va Penelope da chung

thity cho chang v&. Hai muroi ndm rong ra.
“Ai da, ¢ ta dau c6 chung thity chér anh!” Suze n6i, phan nd chi thing vao mit Venetia. “C6 ta cip bd khip noil”

“Venetia, 0 béo vdi Becky i ching ta dang ngoai tinh 47 Giong sang séng ctia Luke khién tat ca ching toi déu gidt nay minh. “C noi véi Becky  toi
sap bo c6 ay vi cd sao? Co phai cd co pha vo long tin cua co ay?”

“Tét nhién em khong am thé,” Venetia lanh ling n6i. Anh miit c6 ra vAn cwong quyét nhung ham ¢ ta hoi run run, t6i dé y thiy thé.

“Tét.” Giong Luke van gay git. “Duroc roi, gid ba méit mot 16i n6i mot lin cho 5. Téi s& khong bao gior ngoai tinh v6i ¢d, Veneria. Toi s& khong bao gio

ngoai tinh voi bat cir ai.” Anh quay sang toi, cam iy ca hai ban tay t6i. “Becky, khong ¢ chuyén gi giita anh va ¢6 ta déu, bat ké 6 ta dd n6i gi voi em
Bon anh hen ho chirng mot nam. Hoi con teen. Chi co the. Puoc chua?”’



“Puoc rd,” t6i thi thAm.

“Sao hai nguoi lai chia tay?” Suze to mo hoi 10i ngwong chin khi moi nguoi deu quay sang nhin c6. “Cau hdi nay hop Iy ma!” c6 bao chita. “Ta nén cong
khai vé nhitng mdi quan hé trong qua khir! Tarkie va t6i biét hét vé nhirmg mdi tinh ctia nhau. Anh nén ké cho Bex, chir khong...” C6 bo dé cau ndi.

“C6 I8 emndi ding.” Luke gt dau. “Becky, I€ ra anh nén giai thich moi chuyén gitra bon anh cho em hiéu m6i phéi. N6 da két thic nhur thé ndo.” Mt
anh 13p trc nhan lai. “Venetia timg ¢ dau hi¢u mang thai...”

“Cb ta da mang thai?.” Vira nghi thé t6i d budn non.

“Khong! Khéng,” Luke Fic dau lia lia. “C6 Ay twong minh c6 thé da mang thai, noi tém lai i thé. Nhung du sao thi, chuyén do ciing... Bmrd moi thir. Va
bon anh chia tay.”

“Anh da hoang so.” Giong Venetia bét ngd vang Ién, nhur thé c6 ta khong thé kiém soat con gian chon chit biy lu. “Anh d hoang so, Luke a, va ching
ta da danh mat tinh yéu dep nhat em tirng c6 trong doi. Moi nguodi & Cambridge déu ghen ti véi chiing ta, moi ngudi. Chung ta 1a mdt d6i hoan hao...”

“Chung ta khong hoan hao!”” Anh nhin ¢6 ta, khong thé tin ndi. “Va khong phai ti hoang so... ”
“Anh da hoang so! Anh khong thé d6i nit voi viée phai cam két! Chuyén d6 lam anh so!”

“Chuyén d6 khong lam t6i so!” Luke hét 1én, gian dit. “N6 lam t6i nhan ra c6 khong phai ngudi ti mudn cing ¢6 con. Hodic cling chung sng dén cudi
doi. B6 méi la ly do toi cat dit!”

Venetia trong cir nhu thé vira bi anh phang cho mdt phat. Trong vai gidy, ¢6 ta duong nhu khong n6i ndi - rdi mit ¢6 ta trimg trimg nhin ti voi vé thi
dich dén mirc t6i rim ngudi lai.

“Con 0 ta thi | ngudi d6?” ¢6 ta hoi voi mdt ctr chi hoang dai. “Con bé... ngd ngén chi biét nua samnay 14 nguoi anh mubn chung sdng dén cudi doi?
Luke, ¢6 ta néng can Bm! C ta khong c6 oc! Tét ca nhitng gi ¢d ta quan tAm t6i chi i mua sim, quan 4o... va miy ¢d ban...

Mt t6i ciit khong con hat méu va t6i cam thdy hoi run Ién. Téi chura timg nghe ai ndi cay doc dén thé.

T6i liéc nhin Luke. Miii anh phip phdng, tran anh ndi mach mau ran rt.

“Sao ¢d damndi vé Becky nhu thé.” Giong anh lanh dén mirc 61 hoi so. “Sao ¢ dam!”

“Thoi nao, Luke.” Venetia khé bat ra mit tiéng cuoi mia mai. “Em dambao vdi anh ¢6 ta kha Ia...”

“Venetia, cd khong biét minh dang n6i cai gi d4u,” Luke trim giong noi.

“C6 ta 1a thé loai con hon ca phi phiém!”” Venetia hét Ién. “C5 ta ching 1 cai gi ca! Thé quéi ndo m anh lai iy c6 ta?”
Khép phong moi ngudi déu nin tho. Khong ai nhiic nhich trong vong ba miroi gidy. Trong Luke hoi choang véng khi bi hoi mdt cau tring tron dén thé.
Troi oi, minh tyr hoi anh s& n6i gi ddy. C6 & anh s& néi vi minh ndu an cuc gioi va ddi dap thong minh.

Khong Kho c6 kha ning 4y |

C6 [& anh s€ noi..

T6i hoi bi bi, n6i that dy. Va néu toi mé con bi, thi Luke hén ciing vy.

“Sao t0i lai iy Becky w?” Cudi cling anh cling nhéic ki, bang mot giong ky la dén mirc t6i nghi ¢6 1€ anh cling dang bén khoén tur hoi va nhén ra minh da
pham mét sai lam khiing khiep.

Dot nhién t6i cam thiy lanh gay va hoi so.
Luke van chura ndi gi.

Anh tién dén chd bon rira 16t cho minh mjt cde nude, trong lic moi ngudi van cang thing dimg xem Cubi cting anh quay lai. “C6 da danh thdi gian bén
Becky bao gio chua?”

“Réi!” Suze nodi, hao himg nhur thé tring sb dén noi. Moi nguoi cling quay sang nhin ¢ va it ¢d do dir. “Xin 161, ¢6 Eip bap.

“Lan du tién t6i gip Becky Bloomwood...” Anh dimg lai, mbt nu cuoi khé n6 trén moi. “C6 4y dang hoi bo phan marketing ctia ngéin hing sao khong in
bia tap séc bang nhi€u mau khac nhau.”

“Anh da théy chura?” Venetia st rudt 1At qua It lai mdt ban tay, nhung Luke thdm chi con khong chdp L.



“Namsau d6 ho da in bia tip séc bang nhiéu miu khéc nhau that. Ban néng ciia Becky 1 vo song. Becky Iu6n co nhung ¥ tuong khong ai nghi ra dugc.

Suy nghi ctia c6 ay lu6n di dennhu‘ngnmchua ai timg t6i. Va doi khi toi cungdulmyrmnde dugc di cing o 4y.” Mt Luke gp it t61, Am ép va din

dang. “Ding, ¢6 Ay thich mua sdm. C6 4y lam nhitng viée dién 1. Nhung cd 4y m t6i cudi. C6 Ay lim t6i biét tan hudng cude sdng. Va toi yéu ¢o iy

hon moi thir trén doi.”

“Em ciing yéu anh,” ti Am bam, nghén nghen trong c¢6 hong,

“Pugc thdi,” Venetia ndi, mit tai mét. “Puoc thdi, Luke! Néu anh mudn mdt con bc rSng ndng can...”

“C6 [bad word] biét gi hét, nén camme nd mdm lai di.”” Giong Luke dot nhién nghe nhur sting mdy. Me dang dinh m& mdm phan dbi ngdn ngir cia Luke
- nhung trong anh dang qua cau tiét nén me lai ngdm vao, trong cang thing, “Becky 6 nhiéu dirc tinh hon ca doi ¢0 ting c6.” Anh nhin Venetia khinh

miét. “C6 ay can dam. C6 ay dat nguoi khac Ién truée chinh minh. Khong ¢6 ¢ ay, toi chic da khong vurt qua ndi miy ngaty vira roi. Moi ngudi ¢6 18

da biét hién tai cong ty t6i dang gip kho khin thé ndo rdi...” Anh liéc nhin me va Suze.

“Kho khin?” Tréng me lo king. “Khé khiin kiéu gi? Becky ching ké gi ca!”

Luke quay sang i, ngac nhién. “Becky, em van chua néi gi sao?”’

“T6i biét ngay 1 c6 chuyén gi d6 ma,” Suze kinh ngac. “Toi biét ma. Dién thoai lién tuc nhur thé. Nhung ¢6 Ay chang n6i i chuyén gi...”

“Em kh6ng mudn lim hong bira tiée.” Toi do nt khi moi ngudi huéng ca vé minh. “Moi ngudi dang ciing nhau vui nhur thé....” Toi ngimg lai, nhan ra

minh van chira ké véi anh. “Luke... con mdt chuyén nira. Minh mat ngdi nha d6 roi.”

Khi ndi nhitng 101 d6 t6i lai cam thiy ndi thit vong vo xé. Ngbi nha xinh dep danh cho gia dinh ching t6i, n¥t roi.
“Emdia a.” Mat Luke t5i sim lai vi sc.

“Ho ban nd cho ngudi khac. Nhung... s& on thoil” Béng cach ndo d6 t6i da nan ra duoc mdt ny curdi troi tinh, “Ching ta ¢ thé thué tam mdt can ho &
dau d6. Em dang tim trén mang 161, minh s€ dé dang tim thay & dau do thoi

“Becky.” Toi ¢6 thé thiy diéu do ciing dang & trong miit anh. Gidc mo ctia ching t6i, tan tanh roi
“Embiét.” Toi chop mit dé giir nurde miét khoi trao ra. “S& 6n thoi, Luke 4.”

“Oi Becky.” Téi nhin sang, va thiy Suze ciing dang dam dia mrdc mit. “Cir iy cai lAu dai nha minh & Scotland 4y. Bon minh ching ding dén bao gio
cal”

“Suze,” t6i khong thé ngin duge mdt tiéng gan-nhur-cudi, “dimg ngbe thé.”

“Céc con ctr dén & voi b me, con yéu!” Me chen vao. “Dung c6 thué méy cin ho do day 4y lam gi! Con ¢, ¢ gai tré...” Me quay sang Venetia, mit
dé lung vi tirc gian. “Sao c6 dam Iam con t6i budn khi né dang tror da chi!”

Chét tiét.

Minh quén khudy i dang dau dé.

“Trdi oi, tr nhil” Suze ly tay bit miéng, “Bex, cau van chura kéu tiéng nao! Cu that dang ngac nhién!”

“Em yéu, emding [ mdt ngdi sao.” Trong Luke diing 1a kinh né tot d6. “Chiu dung toan b nhing chuyén nay, lai con dang dau dé!”
“Oi.. er... chuyén nho dy ma!” t6i ¢d to ra khiém ton. “Anh biét day...”

“Khong nho dau, chuyén nay thit ky diéu. Ding khong?” Luke hoi méy ¢6 ho sinh thuc tap.

“Chi 4y khé dic biét,” Paula nhét tri, c6 ndy ndy gio van ha héc mdm theo doi min ddi thoai v6i Venetia. “Thé nén tat caem van dang dimg ddy quan sat
chihy.”

“Drc biét ha?”” Venetia dot nhién ni. C5 ta tién lai nhin t6i tir dAu dén chan, mt nheo lai. “Becky, chinh xAc thi con co gin day nhét cta c6 1 bao gio?”
“En..” t6i hing giong, “No... er... dang co ddy.”

“Chij dy la mot tin 6 Scientology,” Paula hao himg n6i thém. “Chi 4y dang ling 1& kiém soat con dau. That i tuyét voi duoc chimg kién.”

“MOot tin dd Scientology?”” Luke nhéc lai.

“S¢ thich m6i ctia em day!” t6i hin hoan n6i. “Em chura ké v6i anh 427



“Minh khong biét cau I tin d6 Scientology, Bex!” Suze ngac nhién néi.
“C6 phai 1a theo cai gi Moon gi d6 khong?” me canh gidc hoi Luke. “Becky gia nhap dam Moonie d6 16i a?T5]

[5]. Moonie I tir ding kha miét thi dé chi nhimg ngudi theo Nha the Théng nhét (Unitication Church), con goi 1 dao Moon, mdt gido phai gy nhiéu
tranh cai do Sun Myung Moon, nguoi Han Quoc, sang lap.

“Cha chd.”” Mt Venetia 4nh Ién. “Thir kham cho ¢6 nhé, Becky. C6 khi con ¢ sip ra rdi déy!”

Toi tir tir dich ra xa. C6 ta ma kham duoc thi v& co ban 1 minh toi doi.

“Pumg xau hd!” Venetia tién lai phia t6i va trong con hoang loan t6i voi vong sang bén kia girong,

“Nhin chuyén dong d6 kia!” mdt ¢ ho sinh thure tap thdt lén dy ngudng md

“Thoi nao, Becky...”

“Cit di! Dé t6i yén!” Toi v6 iy cai mét na dudng khi va bit ddu hing hue hit vao. Kha hon roi. Trdi a, minh nén c6 mot thing thir ndy ¢ nha.
“Chung t6i dén r6i ddy!” Cira m6 bung ra, moi ngudi nging Ién thiy Danny x6ng vao, theo sau ki Jess. “Bon t6i t6i c6 kip khong?”

Jess dang méc 40 phong “C6 dy La mdt Ba me Ngon lanh va Chiing t6i Yéu C6 4y” dé hop bo voi Suze. Danny dang dién 4o khong tay vai cashmere
mau da troi voi dong chit “Co ta 1a Con khon Toc do va Toi Ghét Co ta” in trén vai kaki dap phia trude.

“Dira bé dau?”” Danny nhin quanh phong bang d6i mit sang miu, ¢d hiéu canh cang thang niy. Mit anh sang ruc khi thdy Venetia. “Nay, ai moi Cruella
de Venetia dén the?”

Luke nhin chdm chdm vao slogan trén 40 Danny. Anh chot bat cuoi, hiéu 1A n6i dén ai.
“May ngudi that tré con.” Venetia nhd mrde bot, nhn ra cai do. “Tat ca cac ngudi. Va néu C6 bé Becky Bé bong niy dang trd da that, thi toi...”
“Oil” t6i thét Ién. “Oi! Em dang chay mudc!”

Troi a, cam giac ndy ky quiic chura timg thiy. C6 cai g ddy & dau ddy vira m6i v - va mdt viing nurée dang dong dudi chan t6i. Toi khong thé ngimg lai
duoc.

“Jesus oil” Danny ndi, che miét. “OK... qua strc chiu dung cta t6i roi ddy.”” Anh niu khuyu tay Jess. “Bi ndo Jess, minh di mua cai gi ubng
“Oi chi hét r6i ma,” Paula ndi, vé ling ting. “Em tuéng chuyén ndy d xay ra tir hom qua roi chir nhi”

“Hom qua co tl}é chila phﬁn nude i trude thoi,” mdt nit ho sinh thue tap khac En tiéng, trong co vé 1a mdt co mot sich dang ty hai long véi ban than.
“C6 thé con phan sau nita.”

Toi dang sbc day. Oi cia toi vira va.

Tire B.... t6i trdr da that.

Toéi thuc sy, dung that, dich thuc 1a dang tro da.

Aaaaaa. Oi troi dit oi. Ching toi sdp c6 con!

“Luke oi!” T6i bam Iy anh trong con hodng loan toan tap. “N6 dang xay ra nay!”
“Anh biét, em yéu!” Luke vudt ve tran ti. “Va em dang lam rit gioi...”

“Khong!” t6i rén ri. “Anh khong hiéu dau!” Toi ngimg lai, dot nhién hut hoi. Céi gi vay?
C6 cam gide nhur ¢6 ai dang siét chat bung toi, siét vai c4i nita rdi lai siét nita, thdm chi con chiat hon, di t6i d& van vi ho hay thoi di.
Pau dé 1a nhur thé 42

“Luke...” Hoi tho t6i dot nhién gép gap. “Em khong chic ki minh im dwoc viée ny...”
Bay gior thi con chit hon nita, va t6i gan nhur dang hon hén, tay bam chét tay Luke.

“Em s& khong sao. Em & rat tuyét!” Anh vd vé lung toi. “Béc si Braine dang dén. Con khén toc do di ngay khong, Venetia?”” Anh van khong roi mit
khoi toi.



Nhitng con co dudng nhur da hét. Cam gidc bi siét chit ciing dan diu di. Nhung t6i biét né s& con tré lai, nhu c4i gi dang so trén phd Elm [7] d6.

[7]. C6 1& mubn nhéic t6i tén sét nhan Fred Krueger, nhan vét trd di trd lai ¢én 4m anh trong bo phim kinh di A Nightmare on Elm Street (Ac mng trén
pho Elm).

“Toi nghif 1 cubi cing t6i mudn duge giam dau,” t6i nubt khan. “Ngay bay gio.”

“Di nhién rdi!” Paula noi, voi tién lai. “Em s& goi bac si gy t&. Chi chiu dung duge dén bay gio i gioi im rdi, Becky a.”
“... 16 bich...” ti nghe thiy tir cudi clng trong cau im bdm gi d6 ctia Venetia trurde khi ¢o ta déng sdm cira.

“Piing 1 d6 khdn!” Suze ndi. “Minh s& cho tat ca ban bé dang mang thai ctia minh biét c6 ra khén ra sao.”

“Cb ta di r6i” Luke hon én tran t6i. “Chuyén nay da két thic. Anh xin 161, Becky. Anh rat xin 161

“Khong sao dau anh,” t6i ndi theo phan xa.

Va thit ra... t0i ndi cau do that long,

Pling 14 t6i d4 cam thiy Venetia chéing lién quan gi nita, ¢6 ta dang dan troi xa khoi ching ti nhu ln khoi. Chi con t6i va Luke J quan trong. Va con
chiing to1.

Oi troi, mbt con co nita lai bt dAu rdi. Toan bd chuyén sinh dé ngd ngan nay chi i mt con dau toan tap. Toi chup Jy cai mit na dudng khi, tit ca cac
nit ho sinh thyre tap vay quanh t6i, ddng vién trong khi ti bat dau hit va

“Chi Iam duogc ma, Becky... ¢t thr gifn... tho nao...”

C4 1én con yéu. Me mubn gip con qua.

“Chj dang Bm t6t Bm. .. ctr thd déu di, Becky...”

TAt nhién | con im duoc. C6 1én con. Ching ta ¢ thé lam dugc.
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Chuwong 21
La con gii.

D6 | mdt bé gi voi doi mdi nhur cénh hoa cong Ién, mbt nhim tée sam mau va doi tay xinh xinh ndm lai, gio' 1én ngang tai. Sudt ngan dy thing, d6 i dira
tré ¢ trong bung t6i. That ky la, nhung vao phut gidy nhin thay nd, t6i chi nghi: La con. Tat nhién Ia con.

Gio n6 dang ndm trén mdt chiée girong co déng bang nhura bén girong 61, mic by Baby Dior co dan tréng cuc xinh. (T6i gmén thir cho nd miic nhiéu
bo khac nhau xem ¢6 hop khong, nhung c6 ho sinh hoi nghiém khac véi t6i, ¢6 bao ca hai me con can phai ngu.) Toi ctr ngimno6 méi khong chan, cam
thay that nhe nhang sau budi toi Ion xdn hom qua, ¢t theé ngam tirng nhip thd phip phong cia no, timg lan co dudi ctia nhitng ngédn tay ti hon.

Cudc sinh n¢ that...

Chéc, ho bao I “sinh thuong va d&”, mot diéu khién t6i thue su ban khoan. Toi théiy n6 kha phire tap va VAt va mudn chét. Nhung thoi ké. Co mdt s0
thir t5t nhit nén nhd Ky md thoi. Vi du nhur dé con va héa don Visa.

“Chao em Em ddy roi &.” Tir chiéc ghé anh ngdi subt dém qua, Luke ngang Ién, dui mt. Anh van chua cao rau, toc bl xi con 4o thi nhau nhi
“Uh-huh”

“Con bé thé nao?”

“On.” Toi khong thé ngin mdt nu cuoi nd trén mét minh khi nhin con Jan nira. “Hoan hao.”

“Con that hoan hio. Em tht hoan hao.” Mt anh van thap thoang vé hanh phiic mo méng ngay ca khi anh nhin t6i, va t0i biét anh dang hdi tuong lai dém
qua.
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Cudi ctng chi con Luke 6 lai phong, moi nguoi khéc da ra ngoai chos roi vé nha vi béc si Braine noi tir lie d6 dén khi sinh con lu. Nhung khong he! Mot
i ba muroi sang hom nay con bé da chao doi, nit sang ruc va ngao ngo nhin xung quanh ngay Iap tire. N6 s€ 1a mdt ¢ nang tiéc ting, 61 biét the.

Conbé vﬁn chua c6 ten. Danh sach t6i lap ra da bibo di dudi san bén canh giwrong. Bém qua t6i da 10i n6 ra khi ¢6 ho sinh hoi t6i dinh dét tén con | gi
- nhung tat ca nhitng céi tén t6i nghi dén déu khong hop. Pon gian [a ching,.. khong hop. K€ ca Dolee. K& ca Tallulah-Phoebe.

Chot 6 tiéng g cira khe khang. Cira nhe nhing md ra va Suze th dau vao. C6 dang mdt tay om b hug tay I6n, tay kia cAm mdt qué béng bay mau
hong bom khi hé 1.

“Xin chio,” ¢6 hon hén, va khi 4nh mit ¢6 cham xudng chiéc girong nho, ¢ dua tay bit miéng. “Oi troi oi Bex, nhin kia! Con bé xinh qua!”
“Minh biét.” Ty dung murde mit trao 1én mit ti. “Minh biét n6 rat xinh.”

“Bex?” Vé lo ]fing, Suze voi bude dén giuong toi, bo hoa sot soat. “Cau khong sao chu?"

“Minh khéng sao. Minh chi...” Toi nc, quét miii. “Minh khong hiéu sao nita.”

“Sa0?” Suze ngdi xudng meép giudng, niit ngdp ndi kinh hoang, “Bex... chuyén do toi t& im ha?”

“Khong, khong phéi thé.” Téi Fic dau, cd tim tir dién dat. “Minh khong hiéu sao lai thdy... hanh phiic dén thé.”

“A, ra thé.” Mt Suze sang bing nhur thé dang nhd lai. “Cau s& cam thiy thé, nhung né s& khong kéo dai ni dau, nén nhé nhur vay...” Nhung rdi duong
nhu nghii lai, c6 dm t6i that chit. “Chuyén nay that ky diéu. Chiic mirng, Chiic mirg anh, Luke!”

“Camon em.” Anh mim curdi. Mic di trong anh nhur kiét stre, mét anh van rang ngdi. Anh nhin vao niit toi va t6i cam thiy hiéu anh tin dy long. Nhur
thé chiing t6i c6 chung mdt bi mat khong ai hiéu duoc vay.

“Nhin nhitng ngén tay nho xiu 4y kia!” Suze ctii xudng chiéc girdng nhd. “Chao con yéu!” Co nging Ién. “Né c6 tén chura?”

“Van chura!” Toi ndm lai cho thoi mi, hoi nhéin niit. Sau dém qua t6i thdy mét ré roi. D vay, tin t6t lanh 12 thudc & van chua hét tic dung, va ho con
vira cho t61i mt dong thuoc gidm dau nita.

Ctra lai bat mo, va me xudt hién. Me da gap con toi 101, e tam gior sang nay, lic me mang phich ca phé néng va banh mi ngot t6i. By gio me dang khé
né voi dong tii qua, theo sau 1a bo.

“Bb.... gip chau gai di bd!” ti noi.

“Oi Becky, con yéu. Chiic mimg con.” B6 6m ti chét nhét, ndng 4m nhét. R6i 6ng nhdm vao girdng bé, chép it nhidu hon binh thudng mot chit. “Oi
cha. Chao ba cunon.”

“Pay la méiy bo guﬁn 40 cho con, Becky, con yéu.” Mg 16i ra mot tii du lich khéng 1 chit nich dat phich Ién chiée ghé gﬁn do. “Me khong biét con thich
¢ gi, nén chi lay dai thoi...”

“Camon me.” Toi kéo khoa tdi rdi 16i ra mdt cai 40 len dan day minh da khong mic ndm nam 1oi. RO t6i théy m0t cai nira. Mot ther mém min nhur
nhung, dinh crdm, mau thanh thién nhat 6ng anh.

Chiéc khain ctia t6i. Chiéc khin Denny and George quy gia ciia ti. T6i van nhd khoanh khic dau tién khi 4nh it t6i cham vao no.

“Nhin nay!” T6i 161 n6 ra, can than khong lim bong hat cudm nao. Cai ndy t6i ciing khong dong dén tir 1au im rdi. “Nho chiée khin nay khong, Luke?”
“Di nhién 1a anh nhd!” Mt Luke diu di khi anh trong thay nd. R&i anh n6i thémy, lanh g, “Emmua n6 cho bac Ermintrude, theo anh nhé.”

“Duing vay.” Toi gat dau.

“Bikich a ba Ay da chét trude khi kip deo nd. Tay ba dy bi dirt ia, duing khong nhi?”

“Chan,” t6i dinh chinh.

Me nghe doan dbi thoai nay, bdi rbi.

“Bac nd0?” me ndi, va t6i khong thé nhin ndi cuoi.

“M&t ngudi ban cti,” Luke néi, bude khan quanh ¢b toi. Anh nhin né mot 1t, nhu thoang ngac nhién, 1di lai nhin xuéng dtra bé. “Ai c6 thé nghi rﬁmg...”
“Em biét.” T6i vudt thing goc khin. “Ai ¢6 thé nghi thé?”

B4 van chura hét mé mén nhin dira chau. Ong dit mdt ngdn tay Ién chiéc giwong nho, va con bé lién gio ban tay nhd xiu ctia n6 1én nim ly.



“Thé, ba non nay,” bd ndi, “ching ta s& goi chéu ki gi nhi?”

“Bon con van chua quyét dinh,” t6i noi. “Khd qué di mét!”

“Me vira mua cho con mjt cubn sach day!” me ndi, lan s& trong cai tli du lich. “Grisabella duoc khong?”

“Grisabella 47 b6 nhéic lai.

“Pé 13 mot cai tén dé thuong!” me néi déy tur v&, 16i ra cubn 1000 Tén cho Con gai dat Ién givong, “Ma lai kha doc.”

“Pé trén san choi nd bi goi 1 Grizze [1] 4! bd phéan doi.

[1]. Téc hoa ram.

“Khong nhét thiét! Tén than mat ciia n6 c6 thé 1a Bella... hoic 1 Grizzy...”

“Grizzy? Jane, em c6 dién khong dy?”

“Thoi duge 16, thé anh thich tén gi?”” me noi, cam thiy bi xtic pham.

“Anh dang nghi... c6 & 13...” bd hing giong. “Rhapsody.”

T6i liéc nhin Luke dang m khau hinh cau Rhapsody 42 voi nét mit kinh hoang ns budn cudi qué.

“Chdu ¢b y ndy,” Suze chen vio. “Tén céc loai hoa qué thi nham qua rdi - nhung thio mdc thi khong, Ta ¢ thé goi ¢b bé i Tatragon [2]!”

[2]. Cay ngai ddm

“Tatragon 42" me c6 vé kinh haii. “Thé thi chéu c6 thé goind la Qt Bot! Thoi, hai bac mang theo champagne dé goi du cho con con bé ddy... Thé nay
khong qua sdm chir?” Me 16i ra chai rrou cing mit mau gidy. “A quén, me da ghi lai tin nhén tir dai ly m6i giéi nha cua cac con ddy. Anh ta goi dién
trong ]uc me ¢ nha cac con, Va me da cho anh ta bit vai suy nghi cﬁg me! Me b:élo, ‘Mot d}'ra pe’ so sinh phéiwchiu cz}nh l;héng nha vao Gidng sinh chi vi
anh day, 6ng tre.” Cau do khien anh ta im bat! Anh ta n6i anh ta muon xin 16i. Roi anh ra bat dau lai nhai v& van gi day ve biét thu ¢ Barbados! Thir hoi
tl?é c6 dién khong.” Me lac dau. “Thdi, ai muon udng champagne nao? May cai ly dau hét nhi?”” Me dét chai ruou xudng va bat dau tim trong ti dudi ti
Vi.

“Con cha biét ho co ly champagne khong,” t6i noi.

“Troi al” me tic udi va lai ding n. “Me s€ noi chuyén voi quan IYbufSng”

“Me, & day lam gi c6 quan Iy budng.”

Chi vi ho ¢6 thyec don sang trong va ti vi, hinh nhu me nghi chd nay Ia khach san Ritz-Carlton.

“Me s& tim duoc céi gi ddy,” me cuong quyét néi, rdi tién ra cira.

“Cb ¢6 can gilp gi khong?” Suze dimg day. “Déng ndo chau ciing phai di goi dién cho Tarkie.”

“Cam on chau, Suzie!” Me mim cudi véi cd. “Con Graham, anh xudng xe Iy miy anh nhé. Em quén khong mang Ién.”

Ctra dong lai sau lung b6 - lai chi con Luke va t6i trong phong, Ca con gai ching toi nia.

Xin gi6i thi¢u con gai chiing 61, Tatragon Parsley Sage Onio[3].

Ngai ddm Mt tdy Ngai dang Hanh,

Khoéng,

“Chéc.” Luke I tay vao mé toc bl xit vudt ra sau. “Trong vong hai tulin nita ching ta s& vo gia cu.”

“Bi tong ra dudng!” t6i nhe nhang n6i. “Ché sao.”

“Anh doan i em mong duoc Iy mot ngudi cd thé cho emmdt mai nha, ding khong?”

Anh dang dta - nhung trong giong anh phéang phét chit chua x6t.

“Alr,” ti nhin vai, ngiim ban tay nho xinh ctia con xoe ra nhu mdt chu sao bién nhé. “Lan sau s& may niin hon.”

Thay im king, t6i ngudc Ién. Hinh nhu Luke sdc that.



“Luke, em dta day!”” t6i voi n6i. “Chuyén vat dy ma!”

“Em vira mdi sinh con. L& ra em phai ¢ nha. L& ra ching ta khong nén & trong hoan canh nay. L& ra anh khong nén...”

“D6 khong phai 16 ctia anh!” t6i ndm tay anh. “Luke, minh s& 6n théi. Minh s& xy duoc 6 4m & bt cir dau minh bén nhau.”

“Anh s& kiém cho ching ta mdt t6 4m " anh néi, gn nhur dit doi. “Becky, ching ta s& cé mdt ngdi nha tht tuyét voi, anh hira véiem...”

“Embiét la ching ta s& co.” Toi siét chit tay anh. “Nhung néi that 1a chuyén d6 khong quan trong,”

Toi khong ndi didu d6 chi dé dong vién anh. (Mic du toi ding B mot nguoi vo biét dong vién chong,) Chuyén d6 thire sur dich the B khong 6 ve gi
quan trong, Ngay lic ndy, t6i cam thay nhu minh dang ¢ trong mdt cai bong bong, Cudc sdng thyre dang ¢ ngoai kia, cach xa hang dam. Tat ca nhiing gi
quan trong chi 1a con gai chiing toi.

“Nhin kia!” t6i ndi, khi nd bat chot ngp. “Con mdi sinh duroc tim tiéng ma da biét ngap roi! Thong minh qué di mét!”

Trong mdt lic ching t6i déu nhin d&m dam vao chiéc giurdng nho, simg s, hy vong con bé s& lam diéu gi d6 nira.

“Nay, ¢6 khi mdt ngay nao d6 con bé s& thanh thii twéng dy!” t6i n6i, nhd nhe. “Nhur thé khong tuyét sao? Chiing ta s& sai nd lim di thir ching ta
muon!”

“Nhung no s& khong laim dau.” Luke Fc du. “Néu minh bao n6 Bm g, thé nio nd ciing im nguroc lai”
“N6 ding 1 budng!” Téi vudt mdt ngdn tay lén tran vang trén ti xiu ctia con.

“N6 c6 chinh kién riéng,” Luke dinh chinh. “Xem cai cach nd 1 minh di kia.” Anh ngdi lai xudng girong, “Thé minh goi né 14 gi bay gio nhi? Khong phai
Grisabella dau.”

“Ciing khong phai Rhapsody.”
“Khong phai Parsley.”” Anh cam cubn 1000 Tén cho Con gai én va bét dau gio xem.

Trong khi y t6i chi dimg ngin ngo nhin grong mét dang ngii ctia con bé. Co mit cai tén ctr ny ra trong dau t6i mdi lan t6i nhin con. Cir nhu thé nd
dang bao voi t6i vay.

“Minnie,” t61 noi to.

“Minnie,”” Luke nhéc lai, thir xem nghe thé ndo. “Minnie Brandon. Em biét khong, anh thich tén nay.”” Anh mim cudi ngudc 1én. “Anh thye s thich.”
“Minnie Brandon.” T6i khong thé ngin minh cudi dép lai. “Nghe ciing hay anh nhi? C6 Minnie Brandon.”

“Hién nhién I dt theo tén ctia bac Ermintrude, nhi?” Luke nhuréng may.

Oi troi! Toi con chira nghi ra diéu nay nita.

“Puong nhién rdil” t6i khong nhin duge cudi. “MJi toi ching ai biét diéu d6 ngoai ching ta.”

Nir B9 truéng Minnie Brandon, thanh vién Hoi dong ¢b van ciia Nit hoang,

Tiéu thur Minnie Brandon trong that 1ong Iy khi c6 khiéu vii voi Hoang tir trong bd xiém y vii hoi dai chdm san ciia Valentino...

Minnie Brandon da am ca thé giéi choang vang...

“U.” Toi gt dau. “Do s& 1 tén clia con be.” Toi ctii xudng girdng con ngim ngire nd phap phdng theo timg hoi thd. R ti nhe nhang vudt toc nd, hon
Ién d6i ma xinh xinh. “Chao mirng con dén thé gidi niy, Minnie Brandon.”

Ban dang doc truyén 7in D6 Shopping C6 Baby dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Thé I diéu do ciing xay ra. Nha Karlsson da don dén can ho ctia ching t6i. Toan bd dd dac ciia ching t6i da duoc ddng gbi va chuyén di. Ching toi
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chinh thirc vo gia cur.

Nhung khong hin vay, vi b6 me s& cho chiing t6i & nho mot thoi gian. Nhu me n6i, gio con ca déng phong tréng, Luke c6 thé bat tau di lam tir ga
Oxshott, me c6 thé gitp toi trong Minnie, va t6i ndo an xong tat ca ching ti cling c6 thé cting nhau choi bai bridge. Tét ca déu on, trir tiét muc choi bai
bridge. Khong doinao. Khong bag go. Kéca I‘IO choi bang b0 bai bridge hi¢u Tiffany ma me nmua cho t61 dé h6i10. Me ¢t lién tuc n6i 1 “vui thé co
ma”, va “tat ca nhitng nguoi tré tudi ngay nay déu choi bai bridge”. Vay u?

D sao thi toi ciing qué ban chiim séc Minnie nén khong thé ngdi choi bai bridge diroc. Toi qua ban am me.

Minnie d duge bon tuan tudi roi, va dich thi | mdt co gi tige ting Toi biét ngay n6 & thé ma. N thich nhét B budi sang, khi 4y n6 bt dau é a “Rara
ra” va t6i s€ phai kho sd ra khoi giwong, cam gidc nhu minh chi vira ngu ba gidy trude.

Nigoai ra né con thich ca lic ba gio sang nita. Va nam gid. Cong thém vai lin & gitta khoang d6. N6i thét 1, sang nao dy toi ciing thiy chuénh choang
va mét 1a roi.

Nhung mit 6t dep cta vin dé trqyén hinh cap chiéu ca dém Va Luke thuong thirc day lamban v6i t6i. Anh check mail con t6i xem Friends bét tiéng
thét nhd, trong lic Minnie bt nhur theé chét di dén noi chir khong phai vira duge cho dn mdt tiéng trurde.

Mot dac diém ciia bon tré 1 ching lu6n biét minh mudn gi. Toi rat ngudng md dac diém nay. Chéng han, héa ra cudi cling Minnie khong hé thich cai nbi
lam thi c6ng. N6 khién con bé kho chiu va co nguoi lai, ding 1 mdt thir v& van khi nghi dén viée gid ctia n6 t6i nhitng ndm tram bang. Con bé cling
khong thiy an tuong gi voi cai ndi ty rung, hay cai nbi miy, thdm chi ca miy ga vai lanh bé xiu bon-tram+soi- trén-mot-inch-vudng n6 cting khong thich.
Biéu n6 thich nhéit 1 duoc cudn minh trong vong tay ai d6 ca ngiy ca dém Tiep deén la cdi nbi xach tay cli ngdy xua cua t6i duoc me 161 tir gic mai
xuong. N6 mémmai, va du trong da son cli nhung kha thoai mai. The 1 toi giri tra lai hét may cai noi kia va nhén lai tién.

T6i ciing i tré lai cai ban thay ta Circus Tent, ca chiéc xe ndi Bugaboo va Chién binh. Tém lai 1 rét nhidu do. Chiing toi khong can dén ching, Tham
chi chiing t6i con khong c6 nha ma chira chiing, Va t6i dua hét tién nhan lai dugc cho Luke, vi... trm, t61i mudn gifip anh. D chi mdt chit

Tin t6t nh B, moi thir véi Luke ¢6 ve da kha kha quan. Tuyét voi i nhét i Tain Wheeler d3 bi dudi viéc! Luke khong hé chin chir - ngay sau khi ching t6i
c6 Minnie, anh d3 dén gip cac sép cua Iain, cing ludt su ctia minh, va ho da “c6 mot cude chuyén trd ngin”, nguyén van 1oi Luke. Chuyén xiy ra tiép

theo chiing toi nghe duoc ki Tain Wheeler tuyén bd chuyen khoi Arcodas. Gan mot thang sau, Gary, nguoi theo doi toan bo chuyén nay, n6i la van chura
dau nhan 6ng ta vao im. C6 vé nhu vay 1 vi moi nguroi déu nghe tin dn vé mdt ciip hd so ndo d6 lién quan dén chuyén pham phap ctia ong ta. Ha.

Luke khong hop tac voi Arcodas nita, du Iain da di. Anh bao thai @6 ctia bon ho van kho chiu nhu cii. Va anh van chura nhin duoc thém xu ndo tir phia
ho. Anh vira dong cira ba vian phong & chau Au va moi thir c6 vé cang Nhung... anh van OK. Anh dang suy nghi tich cyc, da lén ké hoach md vin
phong mdi, véi nhimg chién hroc moi. D6i khi ching t6i n6i chuyén vé chiing vao ban dém, t6i noi voi anh moi diéu toi nghi. Va rdi thé nao chiing toi ciing
chuyén sang n6i chuyén Minnie, ring n6 tuyét voi, xinh dep va d& thurong biét nhurong ndo.

Gios thi t6i dang dimg ¢ 10i xe vao nha me, bé Minnie trong tay, xem miy anh khuan véc & d6 ciia ching toi xuong, Hau hét d6 dac ching ti da thué
kho giri, nhung hién nhién 13 ching t6i van phai mang vai thir can thiét theo.

“Becky!” M tién lai tir bén kia 16 xe vao, tay 6m mdt chdng rap chi cii ngér nguong. “Me dé cai ndy & dau ddy con? Cho vao thing rac nhé?”
“Khong phéi rac dau a! toi phan ddi. C6 thé con s& mudn doc ching! Khong thé dé vao phong ngii ctia bon con duge sao?”

“Phong dy gan hét chd rdi...” Me nhin chong tap chi va dudng nhu quyét dinh chop nhoang, “Me nghii bd me phéi cho con cé ci phong ngii son xanh
da troi nita moi duge.”

“Véang” Toi gat dau. “Camon me.”

Chiing t6i khong tir b ngdi nha kia ma khong chién dau. Luke da goi dién cho ndi khé véi ba ta, t6i ciing vay, ca dai ly mbi gii ciing thé. Nhung ho da
trao d6i hop dong voi nha kia hai hom sau khi Minnie ra doi. Biém sang nho duy nhat I3 t61 da lay lai dugc doi bot Archie Swann, sau khi giri cho Fabia
nam email de doa néu khong tré thi s€ ggp rac roi lon.

“Lai gidy nita.” Mot tay khun vac tién dén, bé theo mot thing cac tong, “Thém cai ndy nita | day ti, ¢o biét ddy.”

“Khong sao!” me voi noi. “Chuyén sang ci phong son xanh da trdi dy di. Dé t6i chi cho anh...”

“Em thé nd0?” Luke tién dén, 40 khodc da cdi ra, khuin theo qua bong Pilates dé tap yoga cia t6i cing hai hop dung mil.

“Khoe a.” Toi gat dau, xem mdt tay khuan vac khic mang hop dung dd trang diém ctia t6i vao. “Thét B ky quiic, dung khong anh.”

“Kha ky quic.” Anh choang tay quanh t6i va t6i nga dau vio vai anh. Beém qua con ky quéc hon, khi thiy toan bo d6 gd duoc dong gdi chuyén Ién xe
tai, con lai mbt can ho 1on hiu quanh la liét hop va thing. Lic do khoang bon gio' sang, Minnie khong chiu ngii nén t0i van day cot cai dién thoai di dong
do choi biet phat ra mdt ban hat ru ctia Brahms 16i dét con vao diu. Luke choang tay 6m ca hai me con rdi ching t6i gan nhur cting khi€u vii quanh phong
dudi anh trang,

Toi chura tirng nhén ra bai hat d6 cé di¢u valse.



“Luke!” B tién lai phia ching t6i, cim mot xép thur. “Con c6 thu ndy.”

“Ai d6 thinh that,” Luke ngac nhién n6i. “Con con chira bao dia chi ny cho nhidu ngudi.” Anh liéc nhin logo déing sau phong bi. “A, thur ctia Kenneth
Prendergast.”

“Tuyét qua!” Toi v phén khoi va am niit xAu voi Minnie.

Luke xé phong bi va doc mdt qua mdt lurot. Sau mdt gidly anh cang chitm chi ton. “That khong thé tin dugc,” anh chdm rdi néi. Cudi clng anh nging dau
Ién nhin t6i chp, kinh ngac.*Thu nay viet vé em.”

“Ema?”

“Con c6 mdt ban y hét nita giri cho em. Nhu Kenneth néi, chuyén nay kha 16n nén 6ng ta mudn lién lac véi ca hai ching ta.”
Oi doi minh chi cin thém céi nay nita 1 du bo xui xéo. Thu phan nan tir Kenneth.

“Ong ta ghét em!” t6i bao chita. “Dé khong phai 16i ctia em. Em chi bao ong ta 1 d6 dau éc hep hoi thdi...”

“Khong phai thé.” Miéng Luke gidt giat nhur cudi dén noi. “Becky... ¢o vé nhur em da thing anh.”

“Ha?”” t6i kinh ngac noi.

“Mdt trong nhitng khoan dau tur ctia em dang sinh [ai Ion. N6 thét 1 anh khong chéic Kenneth ¢6 chiu dung ndi tin nay khong nita.”
Minh biét ngay n. Minh biét la minh s théng,

“Khoan ndo thé?” t6i phéan khich hoi. “Cai ndo sinh & I6n? My con bip bé Barbie diing khong? Khong, 14 4o khoac Dior.”
“Trang web tuisanhdieuonline.com sp ban ¢b phiéu ra cong ching. Em s& kiém duoc bon tién.”

Toi giat Ay I thur va doc tir du dén cudi, nubt timg tir. Loi nhudn ba nghin phin trdm.. phi thudng .. vo tién khoang hau...
La I la! Minh da d4nh bai Luke!

“Thé c6 phai em | nguoi gioi giang thong minh nhét vé tai chinh ctia nha nay khong?”” Toi ngang 1én déc thing,

“Nhung khoan dau tur vao D6 c6 cho Tuong lai ctia em van a mot ddng v6 van vo gid tri,”” Luke n6i, nhung anh cudi tuoi.
“Thi d4 sao? Em van théing anh! Con wira c6 mdt dong tién dé thiong déy, con yéu!” Toi hon kén tran Minnie.

“Khi ndo n6 hai muroi mit tudi,” Luke chen vao.

Thét tinh, chin Luke quA. Ai mi mudn phai doi dén khi minh hai miroi mbt tudi co chir?

“Me con minh s& xir Iy vu ndy,” t6i thi thAm vao tai con, kéo chan che dé Luke khong nghe thiy.

“Nay!” Me chot xuét hién & ctra trude, cammdt tach tra. “Phong ngi ctia con ddy phét roi. Nhung me e 1 s& phéi sip xép va don dep nhiéu kinh khing
day. Kha bira bon.”

“Khong van dé gi,” Luke goi v6i vio. “Cam on me!” me lai rit vao trong va anh cdm qua bong Pilates Ién. “Thé minh bét dau chua?”’
Toi ghét cay ghét déng phai sap xép do. Ca don dep nita. Lam sao minh thoat khoi vu nay day?

“Thie ra, anh biét ddy, c6 & em nén dua Minnie di dao mdt chit,” t6i ndi vé tur nhién. “Em nghi con cn chit khong khi trong lanh. N6 da & trong nha ca
ngay roi...”

“Y hay ddy.” Luke gat dau. “Thé thi It nira gip lai emnhé.”
“Gip anh sau! Bye bye b!” Toi vAy vay ban tay nh6 xiu ctia Minnie trong lic Luke bién mét vao trong nha
Toi chua tirng nhdn ra diéu ny trude ddy, nhung c6 con ding 1 cai ¢6 hop Iy nhit. Cho moi viéc!

Toi it Minnie vao xe n6i, cudn chéin thoi méi, va ddt mot mon do choi ctia Knotry Toys bén canh dé lam ban voi con. Toi nghi Minnie kha thich do
choi ctia Knotry. Ca caiy hét nhu vay nhung to gap d6i ma bac Jess ctia nd ting nita.

Ching t0i dang ding c4i xe ndi c6 16 miu xém xit t0i mua & hoi chg hang tré em, trude hét vi t6i da hoi qua da khi gir tra hét nhimg chiéc xe ndi khéc va
thir hai 1 vime n6i do 1a cai s€ ning d lung cua Minnie tot nhat, “khong nhur may cai xe n6i chi duoc cai dep mé kia”. Toi dang dinh son lai n6 thanh
mau hong chée ngay khi co theé - ¢ dieu tim dugc mdt hop son dé son xe ndi vao nuia e hdi nay that khong de.



T6i cudn con bé trong ci chin miu hdng va tréing dé thwong ma b me Luke ting né khi dén thiim hdi Gidng sinh. Ho that d& chiu. Ho mang cho t6i mit
gid banh nuréng xdp, moi ching t6i dén & ciing (c6 diéu Devon thi hoi xa qué), va con ndi ring Minnie 1 dira tré xinh nhét ma ho timg thdy. Chimg t6 ho
that c6 6c thimmy. Khong nhur Elinor, ba ta thim chi con chura dén tham Jan nao ma chi giri cho Minnie mt con buip bé Trung Qudc ¢ trong rat kinh
V6i toe xodn tit va mét nhur it quy, y nhu mdt thir 16i ra tir phim kinh di vay. Toi dang dinh dem bén d4u gié n6 trén eBay, tién ban duoc s& cho vao tai
khoén ctia Minnie.

Toi mac 4o khoac Marc Jacob mi Luke mua ting nhan dip Giéng sinh va bude khan Denny and George quanh ¢b. Tir I ra vién vé& dén gio t6i chra
tirng deo n6. Chang hi€u sao lic ndy tdi chang thich deo céi khin nao khac.

Toi van ludn biét d6 1a mdt khoan dAu tur tdt ma.

Gan nha b me c6 mdt day cira hang nho, va dit khong chi dinh im, t6i van tién v& phia do. Khong phai vi t6i dang dinh di mua sam hay gi. Chi vi thé
b dén do thit

Khi t0i tién t6i cira hang sich bao, n6 4m ap, séng stia va mdi goi qud, va t0i thiy minh dy xe ndi vao. Minnie ngti rt nhanh va t0i tién t6i gia dé tap chi.
Minh ¢6 thé mua mdt to cho me, me s& thich day. Toi dang vdi tay Iy to Good Housekeeping thi tay chot cimg do lai. T Vogue ¢ kia. S6 Vogue mdi
tinh. Vi tit trang bia mau da troi sang in dam, BA ME TUONG LAI NGON LANH NHAT LONDON.

Tay I6ng ngdng vi phéan khich, t6i kéo né xudng, xé tap phu trrong du lich mién phi ra va 1t mdt krot cac trang,

Oi trovi 0! O d6 T mdt birc anh Ion ctia t6i! Toi dang dimg trén céi cau thang leon d6, mic bo dam Missoni, con chi thich énh vit, “Rebecca Brandon,
mot béc thay mua sam kiém vo ctia chit doanh nghiép PR Luke Brandon, dang mang bau dira con dau long,”

Toa lac trong khu Maida Vale, ngdi nha nguy nga sau phong ngii ctia cyru MC truyén hinh Becky Brandon thé hién rat r& phong cach thanh fich ctia ¢.
C6 da ty minh thiét ke phong riéng cho “con trai”’ va “con gai” xa hoa nhung déang tien. “Chi nhitng gi tot nhat moi xtrng vai con 61, ¢6 phat biu.
“Chiing t61 da ty tay san tim do dac tir mjt bo lac cua nhitng ngh¢ nhan song & Mong Co6.”

Toi It trang - va lai co mdt birc anh nita ctia toi, cudi rang rd khi dimg trong phong tré nhur phong cong chiia trong truyén b tich, tay dit trén bung,
Mot céu trich dan in ¢& chit to: “T6i ¢d nim chiec xe ndi. Toi khong nghi the 1 qua nhieu.”

Becky dang du dinh s& sinh con tyr nhién trong nurde, véi hoa sen dudi sy cham sdc clia bac si phy san ndi tiéng Venetia Carter. ““Venetia va to1 1a ban
tot,” Becky hao hirng n6i. “Chiing t6i rat gan bd. Co thé t6i s& moi c6 ay lamme d& dau cho con toi.”

Moi chuyén ctr nhur da hang thap ky roi. Ctr nhu mbt thé giéi khéc.

Khi nhin xudng hinh phong tré dugc thiét ké dep d& Ay, t6i khong khoi thiy nhéi 1ong. Minnie hén 1 s thich né Emy, t6i biét nd s& thich.
mdt ngay nao do6 nod s&€ co mdt phong riéng that dep. Thim chi con hon cai ndy.

Toi mang to Vogue dy ra qudy dat xudng, va cd ban hing ngang 1én khoi to tap chi dang doc.

“Xin chio!” t6i n6i. “Cho i mua toy ndy.”

O gbe c6 mdt khu trung bay moi voi bién dé “Qua tang” - va trong khi ¢ ban hang m& ngin kéo tién mt, t6i tha thin lai gin d6 xem Hau hét 1 khung
anh, lo hoa nho nho va mdt gia toan kep roc kieu nhitng nam 1930.

“C dén cira hang ching t6i rdi ding khong nhi?”” ¢6 ban hang n6i khi sdm soi to tap chi ciia t6i. “Dot Giang sinh toi thy c6 sudt.”
Sudt. That tinh. Ngudi ta cir ndi qua kén.
“T6i vira chuyén vé lai khu nay.” T6i cuoi than thién voi ¢6 ta. “Tén toi i Becky.”

“Ching t6i dé y ¢6.” C6 ta cho t&r Vogue vao i nylon. “Chimg t6i goi c6 | C6 gai..” C6 ta ngung lai am t0i hdi hop dén cimg nguoi. C6 ta dinh ndi gi
tiep chur?

“Suyt!” C6 ban hang khéc dimg canh d6 mit huych ¢ ta.

“Dimg lo, t6i khong dé tim dau!” T6 ra lanh king, t6i hét toc ra sau. “C6 phéi cac ¢d goi toi k... C6 gai Peo Khin Denny va George?”
“Khong” C6 ban hang thir nhét trong do dan. “Bon t6i goi ¢d 1 c6 gai véi Cai Xe ndi xAu xi.”

Oi.

Ha. N6 du c6 xau xi dén thé. Cir cho dén khi nd duoc son lai thanh mau hong xem. N6 s& cuc ky sanh diéu.

“Ciia ¢0 hét ba bang,” ¢6 ta ndi, chia tay ra. Va t6i vira dinh iy vi ra thi thdy mdt gia bay vong c6 da thach anh hong lot thom gitta cac qua ting khac.



Oi. Minh yéu thach anh hong,
“C4i do ciiing ban ddy,” co ban hang n6i, nhin theo 4nh mét t6i. “Tuyét dep.”
“Ding thé. Tuyét dep.” Toi trim ngAm gat dau.

Vén dé I hién tai ching toi dang phai théit g budc bung, Khi ra vién vé nhé ching t0i da ndi chuyén rat nghiém tic vé ludng tién mt, no ngin hang va
nhitng thir ki€u theé. Va chung t6i da nhat tri rang cho dén khi viéc kinh doanh cua Luke 6n dinh hon, chiing t6i s& khong mua bat cur gi khong can thiet.

Nhung t6i & mudn mua chudi hat thach anh hong dy tir i im rdi. Ma céi ndy ¢6 mdi muxdi lim bang, dich thi B mot mon hoi. Va t6i déng dugc nhan
mdt phan thudng nho nho vi da chién thang trong cude thi dau tu chir, phai khong?

Negodira, t6i c6 thé dimg tai khoan thdu chi & ngan hang Indonesia trén mang ciia t0i, cai nay Luke khong hé hay biét.
“T6i s& mua mot cai,” toi boc dong ndi, voi iy chudi hat hong ong anh.
Néu Luke phat hién ra, t6i s€ bao voi anh réng d6 Ta mdt dd choi gido duc ma ngudi me phai deo trén cb.

Toi dua thé Visa, nhip s6 PIN rdi thay ttii dung t& Vogue én cai khay dudi xe ndi. RO toi nhét chudi hat déng yéu ctia minh xudng ngay dudi chéin
Minnie, cho khong ai trong thay.

“Purng n6i voi bo nhé,” t6i thi tham vao tai no.
N6 s& khong noi mot 1oi.

Y t6i 1 hién nhién n6 chura biét noi. Nhung ngay ca khi né biét ndi rdi, toi biét né & giit im king. Chiing t6i da c6 mdt mbi gin két dic biét r6i, Minnie va
t6i.

Toi vira ddy xe ra khoi ctra hang vira nhin ddng hd. Khong viée g phai voi vé nha, nhét i khi ho con dang don dep. Péng ndo Minnie ciing cin dugc
cho b som. Toi s€ dén quan café Y dang kia, & d6 ho khong phien chuyén nay.

“Me con minh di lam mdt tach ca phé that ngon nhé?”” Toi budc lai quan ca phé. “Chi me va con thdi, Min a.”

Khi ching t6i di ngang qua mbt ctra hang dd cb, t6i thiy bong minh trén cira kinh va khong thé khong gidt minh trrde canh d6. Toi l mdt ba me dang
day xe noi. Toi, Becky Brandon (thoi con gii Ia Bloomwood), mdt ba me thuc su.

To6i 18 vao quan café, ngdi xuong mot ban va goi mot tach cappuccino decaf. R01, nhe nhang, t6i bé Minnie 1én khoi chiéc xe, diu dang Vi cai dau mém
mai ddy tc to ctia nd. Toi coi tim chin hai mau hong- trang ra va cam thiy niém tur hio trao dang khi hai ba gia ban ké bén nhin sang rdi n6i voi nhau,
“Con bé d& thurong chura kia!” va “Bo dd Ay xinh qua!” va “Ba nghi d6 ¢6 phai 4o len cashmere thit khong?”

Minnie bat diu o e, “Dd dn ctia con dau?”” va t6i hon 1én mé con bé. Toi 1a Ba me ¢6 Dira con Tuyét nhit Thé gian. Va chiing t6i s€ vui 1Em. Toi biét thé.
Bambino

975 Puong Kinge

... danh cho tré em thudc moi ra tudi. ..

C6 Minnie Brandon

Ngay 5 thang Giéng 2004

The Pines

43 Puong Elton

Oxshott

Sutrey

Kinh giri ¢6 Brandon. Chiic mirng ¢6 da chao doi!

Bambino chiing t6i rét vui dugc chio mimg ngiy ¢ dén voi thé giéi nay va mudn duge danh dau diéu nay bang mdt khuyén mai dic biét. Nhan day
chiing t6i cling moi ¢6 1am Thanh vién So sinh Thé Vang cua Cau lac by Bambino.

La Thanh vién So sinh Thé Vang, c6 s& duoc hudng;

- Céc budi chidu duyét db choi diic biét duge choi thir trude d6 choi mbi ctia ching t6i (kém ngudi chim soc!)



- Nude qua mién phi mbi in ghé cira hang

- Giam 25% trén g tri hoa don mua sim ln du bang Thé Vang

- Tiéc Giang sinh hang nam danh cho nhiing khach hang s¢ hitu Thé Vang
... V& con nhiéu diéu nita!

Thii tuc tham gia khong thé don gién hon. Tat ca nhiing gi BO hodic Me ¢0 phi im Ia dién vao mu don giri dinh kém ddy - va ¢ cong chia nho ciia ho
s€ cd ngay chiec Thé Vang dau tién trong doi!

Chiing t6i chd nghe tin tir ¢0.

Tran trong

Ally Edwards Giam d6c Marketing

Ban dang doc truyén Tin D6 Shopping C6 Baby dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.
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