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Chuong 1

VONG MOT

C6 hiéu rat rd loai ngudi nay - cai khat vong md nhat, tAm than rdi loan, ca sy hiéu biét vé cai thé giéi bén ngoai sach va...
Tiéu thuyét Howards End, E. M. Forster.

1

CAU HOI: Ong 14 con riéng ctia vo ké Robert Dudley va i nguoi duoc stng 4i mdt thoi ctia Nit hoang Elizabeth D¢ Nhét, dong thoi ciing 1 ké timg
cam dau mot ke hoach kém coi khong thanh nham chong lai Nt hoang, dé roi bi xtr tr vao nam 1601. Ong I ai?

TRA LOI: Essex.

sksksk

Tét ca nhitng nguoi tré tudi déu lo ]ang vé chuyén no chuyén kia, d6 Ta mOt phin khong thé tranh khoi va rét dbi tw nhién ctia qua trinh trurong thanh, va
ndm mudi sau tudi, ndi lo 4u In nhét doi t6i 1 16i chiing con bao gior dat duge bt ky cai gi tdt dep hoac thuin khiét, hodc cao quy, hodc chan thure, nhur
két qua chuong trinh O-level[ 1] ctia t6i nita.

[1] Chuong trinh O-level: twong duong voi chuong trinh [6p Mudi tai Viét Nam

Di nhién hoi ddy t0i cling chéing nhéing xi Ién vi mily chuyén ndy; t0i khong dong khung bang cip hodc bat ky thir g dor hoi kicu vy, va t0i s& khong n6i
chi tict diém 6 thure t€ ra ddy, vi khi d6 chuyén s& chi thanh ra mang tinh chat hon thua ma thoi, nhung dirt khoat la t6i thich dugc s¢ hitu ching; cac van
bang ay. Mudi sau tudi, lan dau tién t6i cam thay minh di nang luc dé lambat ky cai gi.

Tét nhién, tat ca déu dd 1 chuyén tir ngiy xira ngiy xua. Gior thi t6i d3 mudi tm tudi, t6i thich nghi ring minh da khon ngoan va diém dam hon trrdc
nhitng chuyén nay. Vi vay két qua chirong trinh A-level[2] ciia t6i, n6i mdt céch trong ddi thoi, khong c6 gi to tat. Ngodi ra, cai y niém ki bang cach nio
d6 ban c6 thé dinh leong tri thong minh bang mdt hé thong céc bai thi viét 16i thoi va 16 bich chi ding & bé noi. C6 dieu, d6 1 két qua chuong trinh A-
level t6t nhat ctia Truong Pho thong Hon hop[3] Ph6 Langley nim 1985, thyrc ra 1a t5t nhét ké tir muroi lim nam nay, ba dlemA va mot diém B, cong lai
14 19 diém- d4y, gio thi toi ndi ra mat rdi - nhung thue ong, i khong tin diéu d6 c6 gidac biét hay a 4n tuong, toi chi tién mom nhic dén thoi. Ma di sao
dinita, so véi nhirng phdm clnt khéc, ching han nhur Iong diing cam, hoac syr ndi tiéng, hodc 1ong vi tha, hodc swr khoe manh, hodc ngoai hinh d& nhin,
hoiic in da dep, hodic doi sng tinh duc théa méin, ban s thiy ngay ring c6 mot 16 mdt ¢ cac thir tht sy chiing hé quan trong,

[2] Chuong trinh A-level: twrong duong véi churong trinh 16p Muoi mdt, Muoi hai tai Viét Nam

[3] M6t dang trrdng cong & phurong Tay, khong tuyén lwa hoc sinh du vao theo ton gido hogic thanh tich hoc tap.

Nhung nhur bé 61 tirng noi, cdt yéy ctia mdt nén gido duc i co hdi ma nd rmngdé'n? canh cira ma né mo ra, boi vi néu khong nhu véytlﬁbénﬂ]é}nkién
thirc chi la mdt ngd cut, déc biét néu nhin tir noi toi dang dirng, tai ddy, vao buoi chiéu ta mdt ngay thir Tur thang Chin, trong mdt nha may san xuat 1o
nuong banh mi.

Toi da danh hin ky nghi 18 dé 1am ¢ bd phan giao hang ctia Ashworth Electricals, tirc 1 t6i phu trach viée diit 10 muréng banh mi vao hop trude khi ching
duoc giao cho cac dai ly ban le. Dinhién, cling chi co bay nhiéu cach dé dat 1o nuréng vao trong hop, vi viy hai thang troi qua nhin chung kha té nhat, co
didu mat 6t 1 tién cong 1 bang 85 xumdt go, khong té tinao, va minh con dugc an bao nhidu banh mi mrdng tily thich. Hom nay 1a ngay lam viée cudi

ctng, ti ctr chong mat chd canh moi ngudi kén 1t chuyén tay nhau tim thiép ghi 101 tam biét va vu thu hoach qua chia tay ctia minh, r6i lai cho xem € toi
quén rrou ndo dé t6 chire tiée chia tay, nhung bay gio da 6 gio 15 phut, nén t6i ctr chilc mim 13 moi ngurdi vé nha ca roi.

Tét thoi, vi di sao t6i ciing da c6 nhiing ké hoach khéc, vi vay toi léy dd dac ctia minh, vo mdt ndm bit bi va mdt cudn bang keo trong ti dung van
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phong pham rdi xam xam vé phia cAu tu, noi t6i da hen giip Spencer va Tone.

sksksk

Vi chidu dai 2.360 thudc Anh, tirong durong 2.158 ki 1o met, cAu tau Southend chinh thirc 1 cAu tau dai nhét thé giéi. Thit long mi n6i, ¢6 1& n6 hoi
qua dai, déc biét la dang xach theo rat nhiéu bia. Bon t6i c6 muoi hai lon Skol 500 ml, bo vién xao chua ngot, com chién déc biét va mbt phan khoai tay
chién v6i x0t ca ri - di cac mii vi trén doi - nhung ding lic bon t6i di dén cudi cau tau thi bia da hét lanh con thirc an thi lanh ngit. Viday a mt dip ky
ni¢m déc bi€t nén Tone cling da vac theo cai cat xét kiéu dan khu 6 chudt hay xéch theo ¢6 kich c& bang mdt cai ti quan ao nho va, cong bang m 16},
c6 I8 n6 s& ch,ang bao gior khudy dong duoc khu 6 chudt nio, trir phi ban tinh ca Shoeburyness[4]. Khi ching t6i ng6i xuéng bang ghé dai & phia cudi
cau tau va ngam nhin hoang hon trang 1€ bén trén nha may loc dau thi cai miy dang phat cudn bang The Best Of The Zep do chinh tay Tone tuyén chon.
[4] Mot thi trin & Pong Nam Essex, nudc Anh, thudc dia hat Southend.

“Cau khong dinh tr¢ thanh mot thﬁng dn chtr ho?”” Tone hoi, tay m& mot lon bia.

‘GY g‘l déw”

“Cau éiy mudn néi | cau khong dinh Ién niit sinh vién véi bon td chir,” Spencer noi.

“A, t¢ I sinh vién. Tire ¥ 13, t6 & nhu thé, nén...”

“Khong phai, ¥ t6 1 cu khong dinh hoc du thir v vén xong lén mit day doi, dén Giang sinh thi khodc céi 4o choang vé nha, ndi tiéng Latin va phun ra
nao 1a “Nguoi ta lan’ roi thi ‘Nguoi ta cho rang’ 161 the nay the kia chir...”

“Tring phoc Tone a, ddy chinh x4c i nhitng gi t6 dinh am.”

“Thoi cho t6 xin. Cau dan thé du rdi ddy, khong can ¢b trd nén din thém nita dau.”

Toi da nhiéu lin bi Tone goi la “thing dan”, néu khongphal“tlnng dan "’ thi cling la ‘thangdong bong”, nhung meo ¢ déy 1a phai hiéu ngonngu ¢ chimg
mire nhét dinh, va ¢ nghi v& n6 nhu mbt cach biéu 6 sur yéu nen, kiéu nhur méy doi trai gai vn au yem goinhau 14 “em yeu/anh yéu’” hay “cuc cung” ay.
Tone vira vag lam viéc trong mdt nha kho tai Currys, va dang bat dAu ché tao mot phu kién nhd nhén xinh xinh dé ganvélo dan am thanh hifi xach tay kéu
lach cach, giong nhur cai ching t6i dang nghe by gio. D6 ciing chinh la ban nhac Led Zeppelin cuia c4u ta; Tone thich tw goi minh 1 dén “metallist”, nghe
cd vé chuyén nghiép hon Ia “rocker’” hay “heavy metal fan”. Cau ta ciing &n mic giong nhu mdt tay metallist: nhi€u vai denim mau xanh nhat, nhi€u sgi toc
vang hoe 6ng a dugc vénra dang sau, hét nhur mot tay Viking ¢o Ia. That ra thi mai toc cta Tone I thir duy nhét Clia cdu ta trong €o 4. Xét cho cing thi
cdu ta van 14 thing c6 mau bao Iyc. Dau hiéu mot budi chidu di choi thanh cong voi Tone i ban vé nha ma d4u van chura bi 4n xudng bon cau va gidi
nuéc.

Bay gity dén ban “Stairway to Heaven'”.

“Ching minh ¢6 can phai nghe cai thir hippie v6 van chét tiét ndy khong ha Tone?”” Spencer noi.

“The Zep ddy, Spencer.”

“Tone a, t& biét 1a The Zep, thé & mdi mudn cau tit cai thir chét tiét d?iy di”

“Nhung The Zep thbng tri co mé.”

“Visao ha? Boi vi cdu ndi ho ﬂléng tria?”

“Khong, vi ho 1 mdt ban nhac ndi tiéng va c6 tam anh hudng I6n.”

“Tony, ho dang hat vé tién ddy. Ping 13...”

“Tién ndo...”

“Thi yéu tinh vay,” toi ndi.

“ry khong chi k tién va yéu tinh, ma | Tolkien[5], & véin chwong ddy...” Tone thich céi thir kiéu nhu thé; nhing quyén sach ¢6 ban 6 & miit trude, va
hinh minh hoa trang bia 14 nhitng ngu’o1 <,ién ba to cao, dit ton trong b d06 16t lam tir cac vong kim loai xau vao nhau, tay cam thanh kiém to ban, loai phu
nit ma trong the gioi thye cau ta mudn lay 1am vo. Thue ra thi & Southend, chuyén d6 kha thi hon ban tudng.

[5] John Ronald Reuel Tolkien: nha van, tiéu thuyét gia, ndi tiéng véi tac phdm Chia té nhitng chiéc Nhan.

“Ma tién vdi yéu tinh thi c6 gi khac nhau?”” Spencer hoi.

“Ai biét. Hoi Jackson di, thing chét gidim 4y c6 ca dbng chimg chi ddy.”

“Té chiu, Tone a,” t01 noi.



Khiic doc tu ghi ta da cat Ién va gio thi Spencer nhin ca mt lai. “Troi, bao gioy m6i két thiic ddy, cir hat t6i hat lui hoai thé nay ha troi...”
“Bai hat kéo dai 7 phit 32 gifly ctia mit thién ti chan chinh dAy nhé.”

“Céch tra tAn chan chinh thi ¢6,” t6i ndi. “Ma sao lic ndo ciu ciing chon né thé?”
“Bi vind chinh i cai radio xAch tay ciia t& ma...”

“Ma ciu da chdm duoc. Chinh xéc thi nd van thude vé Currys.”

“U déy, nhung ma t& mua pin...”

“Ai bao thé, cau chémpin thi c6...”

“Khong phéi miy cuc ndy, t6 mua nhitng cuc ndy...”

“Thé pin gia bao nhiéu vay?”

“I bang 98 xu.”

“VAy gia str t& cho cdu 66 xu, bon minh ¢ thé dugc cai gi dy tir t& hon khong?”’

“Cai g, nhur kiéu Kate Bush 42 Pugc rdi, Jackson, thé ctr bo cudn bang Kate Bush vao, ca bon s&€ cd mot khoang thoi gian that vui vé ma nghe Kate
Bush, ca bon s& co6 mdt diéu nhay cuc ky, cuc ky hay ho va mdt bai song ca vdi Kate Bush...” Va trong khi Tone véi t6i dang dau khau, Spencer nga
nguoi vé phia céi cat xét, th o tho tay lay cudn bang The Best Of The Zep ra 161 ném tudt xuong bién.

Tone hét Ién “Oail” va ném 10n bia ra sau rdi ca hai thing cing ruot nhau chay xuéng cau tau. THt nhét | khong nén tham gia vao nhitng vy danh 1on.
Tone c6 khuynh hirdng hoi Imt kiém soat mot chiit, cAu ta bi am anh béi linh hon ciia Odin[6] hay céi gi day dai loai vy, va néu tham gia thi t6i s¢ khong
tranh khoi canh bi Spencer ng01 de 1én canh tay trong khi Tone xi hoi vo mt, nén 1 t6i vin ngdi yén, udng bia va xem Tone dang ¢ kéo chan Spencer
qua nhitng thanh rao chéin ctia cau tu.

[6] Thin Odin 14 vi thén dimg dau trong thé gi6i thin thoai Bic u va ciing k vua ctia ‘thi toc” thin thénh Aesir. DAy ki v thin chién tranh, c6 khé néing
quyét dinh chién thang trong nhitng trén chién va cting 13 vi than cua su khon ngoan.

Mac du dang Ia thang Chin, nhung khi troi budi chiu ti da bit ddu c6 chit hoi lanh 4m udt, cam gidc mia hé dang sdp hét, va t6i [y im mimg vi minh
da khoéc céi 4o gi6 to phong nay. Lic ndo t6i cling ghét mia he; cai cach anh mat troi chiéu vao méan hinh ti vi budi trura va khi trdi oi bire thoi thic
ngudi ta phai méc 4o thun ngan tay va quan sooc. Toi ghét 4o thun ngin tay va quan sooc. Néu t6i an nzic nhur vy mi ding bén ngoai mdt hiéu thude,
t6i cam doan [ mot vai cu gid tir t& s& cb bo mdt dong xu Ién dau toi.

Khong, cai ma t6i that sy trong mong chinh 1 mia thu, 1 dwoc d4 1 vang roi trén duong dén giang dudng, duge chuyén trod s6i ndi vé cac nha tho siéu
hinh v&i m6t ¢6 gai tén Emily, hay Katherine, hay Francois, hodc tén gi do mac quén tat len den bo sat va dé kiéu téc cét ngin gidng nit minh tinh Louise
Brooks, 10i quay Ién ciin phong gac méi ciia ¢d 4y va am tinh trude cai 1o sudi chay dién ciing ciia ¢6 4y. Sau do ching t6i doc to tho ciia T. S. Eliot va
udng ruou nho thurong hang trong nhitng cai ly nho xiu, ling nghe 4m nhac ctia Miles Davids. Dit sao thi d6 ciing 1 nhitng gi toi twong tuong i sip dién
ra. Trai nghiém vé Dai hoc. Tai thich tir trai nghiém Tir d6 nghe nhur tro 1ai tau ron & khu vui choi Alton Towers vay.

Trén chién ri ciing ngd ngi, Tone trit b6 sy hung hén con lai cta cdu ta bang cach ném nhing vién thit bd xao chua ngot vao fi mong bién, Spencer
quay lai, nhét vat 40 so'mi vao trong quan, ngdi xudng bén canh i va bat mdt lon bia khac. Spencer that biét cach cam lon bia; trong cau ta ctr nhur
dang udng mot ly martini 4y.

Spencer I dira t6i s¢ nhé nhit. Cau ta khong dinh hoc 1én dai hoc, méc di rét o thé cau ta i gi thong minh nhét na toi | timg gAp, dong thoi i gi banh
trai nhét, gan goc nhit va hay ho nhét. Di nhién t6i s khong hé réng voi cau ta vé nhitng dleu ndy, vi ching nghe thét mubn ndi da @, nhung cling khong
can thiét phai noi ra vi dang ndo ciu ta ciing biét 1 ca rdi. Cau ta co thé hoc 1én dai hoc néu that sy muon, nhung cdu ta lai phd r6i cac ky thi; khong chi
dinh, nhung moi ngudi déu c6 thé thdy cau ta lim vay. Cu ta ngdi ban k& bén toi trong bai thi tiéng Anh, va ctr nhin cdy but di chuyén ciing du biét
khong phéi cau ta dang viét ma a dang 2. P8 tra i cho cau hoi vé Shakespeare cdu ta v& Nhimg nguoi vo vui vé cia Wonsor, va cho cu hoi vé tho
cau ta v& mdt birc tranh c6 nhan dé “Wilfred Owen trai | qua sy kinh hoang tai chlen hao buol ban dau”. Toi ¢b ging thu hit sir cha y ctia cdu ta, vi vay.
t61 ném cho cgu ta mot cai nhin than thién “E, coi ndo bd”, nhung cau ta chi cti gim it xudng, v& hi hody, va sau mot tiéng ddng hd cau ta dimg lén rdi
di ra ngoai, dén cira thi nhdy mét voi t01; khong phai mot cai nhay it tyr phy ma | mot c4i nhay it voi doi mit d6 rom rém nude, hét nhur mot tén linh
Anh trén dudng ra phap trurong xir ban.

Sau vu do, cau ta khong di thi nita. Sau lung cau ta d6i khi nguoi ta van noi téi cum tir “suy sup tinh than”, nhung Spencer tung timg thé kia thi suy sup
c4indi gl. Gia str ¢6 bi tht, cau ta ciing da am cho cai viéc suy sup than kinh tréng 6 vé hay hay. Theo cach nhin nhin s viée ctia toi, toan bd cai kiéu
sdc mii Jack Kerouac(7] do, cai trén tr& giay vo vé sur tOn tai ctia con ngudi do, & mdt chimg mire nhét dinh thi ciing dwoc thdi, nhung s& khong 6n chut
4o néu n6 dm anh huong dén diém s6 ctia ban.

[7] Nha vén vi dai thuge thé hé Beat, duoc biét dén nhidu nhét vii tac plém Trén dudng,

“Cau dinh s€ lam gi hé Spencer?”



Cau ta nheo mét lai, nhin t6i. “Cunéi Bm B ¢6 y gi ha?”

“Cau biét i con hoi. Kiéu nhur viée im 4y.”

“Té ¢6 viée lam rdi con gl Spencer da dang ky thit nghiép, nhung cau ta ciing dang im thu ngan & tram xing m6 sudt dém trén duong A127.
“Té biét cau da c6 viée lam. Nhung trong twong lai...”

Spencer nhin ra ctra song, va toi bat dau hdi han vi da dua ra chi dé nay.

“Ban Brian ctia ti 0i, vin d& cta cau chinh 13 cu danh gia thép su hép dén cva cude séng o mdt tram xang md dém 1. T dwoe chén banh keo bao

nhiéu tily thich. Tha hd doc ban db. Hit ha nhitng mii huong hip dan. Nhitng ly rugu mién phi...”” Cau ta tu mdt hoi bia dai, va tim cach chuyén chi dé.
Cho tay vao cai 4o gi6 Harrington ctia minh, ciu ta 161 ra mdt cai bang cat xét vdi mot danh sach ban nhac vidt tay dugc nhét mét sau: “Té [am cai ndy
cho cau déy. Dé chu cd thé choind trude mit nhitng dira ban moi & truong dai hoc, kira cho bon dﬁy tudng Ia cau cling c6 gu damnhac.”

To6i cam lay cudn bang c6 dong chit “Tuyén tap Dai hoc ctia Bri” voi nhimg chit cai dugc viét hoa ti mén voi cac goc canh kiéu 3D. Spencer ding 1 mot
nghé s tai hoa.

“Cai nay tuyét qua, Spencer, cam on bo nhé...”

“Puoe 10i, Jackson, nd chi la mjt cudn bang gid 69 xumua ¢ chy thoi, khong can phéi udt at thé daun.” Cau ta n6i thé, nhung ca hai dira t6i déu biét
ring mot cudn bang tuyén tap dai chin muroi phit hin phéi ki thanh qua cta ba gio dong hd miét mai, va s& ton nhiéu thoi gian hon néu ban con thiét ké
mot cai danh sach ban nhac nira. “Cau c6 bo bang vao khong ha? Thing hé kia quay lai bay gio nay.”

Toi dt cudn bang vao, nhén nit play, va giong Curtis Mayfield hat bai “Tiép tuc tién lén” vang Ién. Spencer chiu anh huéng nhidu ctia xu huéng dm nhac
nhig nim 1960, nhung da chuyén sang dong nhac soul cd dién; Al Green, Gil Scott-Heron, dai loai thé. Spencer con sanh di¢u dén mixc thAm chi thich
nhac jazz. Khong chi thir nhac jazz ctia Sade hay The Style Council thoi dau; m I thir nhac jazz dich thire, nhing thir khé chiu, budn té. Ching ti ngdi
d6 va ling nghe mdt lat. Tone hién gid van dang ¢b ging khéu tién ra khoi cai kinh vién vong bang con dao bimma cau ta mua trong mot chuyén da
ngoai ctia trudng dén Calais, con Spencer va t0i thi ngdi xem hét nhur nhitng bac phu huynh khoan dung ctia mot dira tré c6 vin d& vé hanh vi Gmg xir.

“Vay cudi tudn cau s& vé chir?” Spencer hoi.
“Té khong biét. Mong 1 vay. Nhung khong phai cudi tudn ndo ciing duge dau.”

“Chéc phai duge chi? Khong thi mbt minh t¢ lai bi ket & day voi thing Conan Moi Ro{8] 4...” r6i Spencer ht cim vé phia Tone lic ndy dang hét gidm
lai d& song phi vao cai kinh vién vong,

[8] Nhai theo tén Cortan the Barbarian, mjt bd phim do Amold Schwarzenegger thi vai.

“Sao bon minh khong cung Iy chic mirg hoac lam mdt cai gi d6 nhi?” t6i noi.

Spencer tré mbi: “Cung ly 4? Vi cai gi?”

“Cau biét ma - cho twong lai hay dai loai thé chéing han.”

Spencer thd dai, va lai cdmlon bia cung nhe vao lon cua toi. “Vi trong lai. Hy vong da céu sach nun.”
“Cit di, Spencer,” toi noi.

“Cau cut di thi ¢6, Brian,” ciu ta n6i, nhung cuoi vang,

Ubng dén nhimg lon bia cudi cing thi ching t6i d4 kha say, hai thing bén ngi lung xudng, hai mét nhém nghién, khong néi 10 nao, chi king nghe tiéng
s6ng bién va Otis Redding dang hat “Thir mjt chit diu dang”, mi vao budi ti cudi hé troi trong gi6 mat nay, ngurée nhin nhirg vi sao, cung véi nhitng

ngudi ban than nhit & bén canh, i ¢ cam gide nhur thé cude sdng dich thire cubi cing da bt daw, va moi thir déu hoan toan ¢6 thé.

T6i mudn durge nghe nhing ban sonata durong cim va biét ai B ngudi choi. Toi mubn dén nhing bubi hoa nhac c6 dién va biét khi ndo nén vd tay. Toi
mubn “cam’” dugce nhac jazz hién dai ma khong cin hiéu n6, nghe c6 vé gidng nhur mot sai im khing khiép, va t6i mubn biét Velvet Underground chinh
xac 1 ai. T6i mudn hoan toan d&m minh vao Thé gidi Y niém, mudn hiéu duge kinh t& hoc hon hop, va biét ngudi ta thiy c4i gi & Bob Dylan. Toi mudn
s hitu nhitng Iy tudng chinh tri cAp tién nhung nhén vin va thong thai, tc‘)imlénchﬁtﬁnhfrngcu(}c théo IuAn hing say nhung day Iy I& xung quanh chiéc
ban bép gd, ndi nhitng cau kiéu nhu “Hay dinh nghia thuét nglr ctia ban!” va “Lap ludn cta ban chi dung & bé n6il” r6i thinh finh phat hién ra la mt troi
da moc va chiing ti da ndi chuyén thau dém. T6i mudn tyr tin ding nhitng tir nhur 2 “nhn danh” va “duy nga” hay “thure lot”. Toi mudn hoc dé danh gia
dugc rugu vang ngon, ruou ngoai, cac loai whisky 1 ttr reou mach nha, va hoc cach uong ching ma khéng trd thanh mot t€n bom nhu toan tap, rdi 3n
nhirg mon la va mén nurde ngoai, trimg chim choi choi va t6m him dit 1o voi x6t phd mai, nhitng mén nghe thi ¢6 vé khdng in duge, hodc nhitng mon
61 khong thé phat &m dwoc. T6i mubn Bm tinh véi nhimg phu nit xinh dep, tinh té va dang so, sudt ca ngiy hodc vao budi chiéu ta dudi anh dén, va tinh
tao, khong so hai, va toi mudn néi duoce trdi chay nhiéu ngoai ngft, thdm chi 1a mdt hai ttr ngf¥, va mang theo mot cudn sb nho boc da dé ghi lai nhitng y
twdng va nhin xét sic sdo, rdi ca nhimg van tho ngu himg Trén hét thay t6i mubn doc sach; nhitng cubn sach boc da ning day nhur cuc gach, gidy
mong dén kho tin va nhing dai ruy bang mau tia dé danh dau trang doc do;, nhitg cudn tuyén tap thi ca mua lai, gia ré, bui bam, nhiing cudn sach ngoai



vin c6 nhimg bai lun kho hicu, dt khong thé tudng ciia cac trrdng dai hoc mrdc ngoai.

Doi khi, 01 mudn minh 6 y tuong doc déo ndo ddy. Va t6i mubn duge him m), hogc thim chi duge yéu, nhung céi d6 phai cho thoi gian tr 1. Vé
phan cong viée, t6i khong tht chéc chan 1 minh mubn cai gl, nhung d6 phai la cai gi d6 ma t6i khong chan ghét, khong lam t6i muon bénh, va khong lam
t61 lic ndo cling lo ngay ngdy vé tién bac. Va d¢ 1a tat ca nhiing thir ma mdt nén gido duc dai hoc s€ cho toi.

Ching t6i ubng sach bia, sau d6 thi moi chuyén khong con kiém soat duroc nita, Tone ném gidly clia 16i xudng bién, thé 14 t6i danh phai cube bo vé nha
bang doi vo.

Ban dang doc truyén Nhan Chuong Di, Pung Doi duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 2
2

CAU HOI: Bo phim ndo cua Powell va Pressburger duoc chuyén thjé tir mdt cAu chuyén ctia Hans Christian Andersen, cong chiéu nim 1948, trong d6
Moira Shearer nhdy mia dén chét trude mot dau may xe Itra chay bang hoi nuéc?

TRA LOI: Giay do.
skeskesk

S 16 dudng Archer, gidng nhur tét ca nhing ngdi nha khic trén duong nay, cling la mdt maisonette, mdt dang giam nhe cua danh tir tiéng Phap (giéng
cai) maison, nghia den I “ngdi nha nho”. Toi song & day cling me 61, va néu ban mu6n nhin thay mot cach bay bién that s bét tién thi ban s& khong phéi
thét vong trude canh mot thing con trai mudi tim tudi va mdt phy nit gda chdng bdn muroi mdt tudi ctng song trong mot ngdi nha nho dau. Vu sang nay
la mot vidu. 8 gio rudi sang, i van dang namtrong chiéc chén 1ong vit, nghe chuong trinh “Chao budi sang” va ngim nhin cai may bay md hinh treo
todng teng trén trdn nha. Toi nén théo ching xudng, t6i biét chir, nhung ¢ mot thoi diém ndo do, cach day hai ndm, chiing tir mdt thir do tré con dang yéu
da bien thanh mdt thir v dung budn cuoi, nén t6i ctr dé ké chung trén day.

Mg bude vao, sau do go cira.

“Chao budi sang, ngai ngi 8. Hom nay 3 mdt ngy trong dai déy!”

“Me chura bao gio' g0 ctra thi phai, me nhi?”

“Me cd gd ma con!”

“Khong, me bude vao, sau d6 moi gd ctra. Py c6 phai 1 g cira dau...”

“Thé thi sao ndo? Khong phai con dang lim gi d6 chir?” Ba liéc nhin ranh méinh.

“Khong phai, nhung ma...”

“Puimg n6i | con gidu 6 gai ndo trong ddy nhé,” va ba giat mdt goc chén. “Coi ndo, chu yéu, dimg c6 nguong, ching ta hiy noi vé diéu d6 di. Ra day
nao, ra day, chau 1 ai cling duoc ma...”

Toi kéo manh ci chin qua dau. “Mot phit nira con xudng...”

“O déy bbe mi, that sy bde mii, con ¢6 thy vay khong?””

“Me ching nghe gi hét...”

“Miii gidng con trai. Thét ra thi cac cau nhoc kim gl dé tao ra cai mii gidng nhu vay nhi?”
“That 6t vi con sap di, ding khong?”

“Chuyén tau ctia con lic my gios vay?”

“12 giv 15.”

“Vay sao con Van con 6 trén giuong ha? Ne, qua chia tay cho con...” va ba némmot cai tli dung hang xubng chin. Toi mo ra; bén trong la mot bng
nhira trong subt, kiéu thudng ding dé dung bong tennis, nhung né chira ba cai quan 16t nam vai cotton duge cudn tron lai, mau do, tréng va den, cac
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mau trén qudc ky Pirc Qudc Xa.

“Me, me khong nén...”

“Oi dio, dang bao nhiéu dau ma.”

“Khong, y con I con mong me khong nén ton it nhur vay.”

“Pumg c6 lu ¢4, chang trai tré. Day mau. Con con phai gdi ghémdo dac ddy. Va cam phién mo cira s6 ra cho thoang di.”

Sau khi ba di khoi, toi git pﬁy céi quan ra khoi éng nhura dé ching roi xubng tAm chan, tin hudng cam gidc trong dai cua sy kién nay. Vi, tht long, day
1a Nhimg Chiéc Quéan Cudi Cing Me Mua Cho Toi. Cai mau trang cting duoc, cai mau den thi theo nhu 61 thiy la s& bén day, nhung con cai mau do?
Chiing khong phai hoi chdi sao? Véi t6i, quan do 1a nhiing thtr n6i “Duing lai” va “Nguy hiém”

Nhurng véi tinh than phiéu lru mao hiém, t6i bude ra khoi girong va mic cai quéln do vao. Piu gi xay ra néu ching lai giéng nhu Gidy do, va t6i khong
tai nao coi ra dugc? Toi hy vong khong phai, vi khi d6 xét hinh anh phan chiéu trong chiéc gurong ti1 quan 4o thi t6i trong chéing khéac gi vira bi ban vao
hang. Duisao thi t6i cting nic cai quan dai tir hom qua, mang hoi tho bbe mii chua ngot cting ham rang xin mau va cam gic vang vét do Skol dém qua
di xubng nha an sang, Sau do i s& di tim, o gbi ghém quén 4o, va di. Toi khong thé tin ring minh thyc sw i di. Toi khong thé tin i minh duoc phép
di

Nhung di nhién kh6 khén Ion nhét ctia ngdy hom nay i g6i ghém quén 4o, 10i khoi nha va 1én xe lira m khong nghe me n6i nhitng tir nhw, “BS tr hio vé

con.

sksksk

Mot t6i thir Ba vao thang Bay, troi bén ngoai hiy con sang, man duoc kéo lai mdt nira dé ching t6i xem i vi cho 13. Toi mic pyjama va 4o choang tim,
boc mi xa bong Dettol, dang tp trung cao do vao chiéc Airfix Lancaster Bormber bang 1/72 kich thude that trén khay tra trude mit. BS t6i vira tan so
vé, 6ng dang udng mdt lon bia ding, khoi tir diéu thue dng hit lo ling trong réng chidu ta.

“Phén thi Théach thirc Pai hoc danh cho ban; Triéu dai ndo cla vuong quéc Anh 13 triéu dai cubi cung chirng kién hoat dong quan sy déi khang?”
“George Dé Ngii,” bd noi.

“George B¢ Tam,” Wheeler, Dai hoc Jesus, Cambridge néi.

“Chinh x4c. Vong diém thuong cua thi sinh s& dugce bat ddu véi mot cau hoi vé dia chat.”

“C6 biét gi vé dia chat khong ddy Bri?”

“Mot chit a,” t61 danh bao noi

“B& ngoai nhur ¢6 dang tinh thé hozic bong loang, loai ndo trong ba loai da chinh duoc hinh thanh do s ngudi lai va dong diic ctia vat chat trai dat bi nung
chay...?”

Cai ndy t6i bict, t6i chic 1 c4i nay t6i biét. “Da nui ira!” toi dép.

“Pa macma,” Arnstrongs trurong Jesus, Cambridge noi.

“Chinh xac.”

“Con gan dung,” bb noi.

“D4 macma bao gdm céc tinh thé 1on d& nhan thiy dwroc goi 14 tinh thé ban c6 két cau a g?”

Toi tra 101 dai. “Dang hat,” t6i noi.

Johnson, trudng Jesus, Cambridge ndi: “Thudc da Pocfia?”

“Chinh xac.”

“Con suyt ding,” bd noi.

“Bai tho Nguoi tinh ctia Porphyria, trong d6 nhén vat chinh siét ¢6 ngudi yéu bang bim toc ctia ¢d...” - xemndo, t0i biét cau tra i thit - “%a bai tho tur su
ctia nha tho thoi Victoria nao?” La Robert Browning, Chiing t61 d hoc vé bai tho ndy trong gio' Nglt Van tuan trude. D6 1a Browning, t6i bict ding 1a
nhu vdy.

“Robert Browning!” toi tra 11, ¢b hét sirc dé khong hét lén.



“Robert Browning?”” Armstrong, trurong Jesus, Cambridge noi.

“Chinh xac!” Va c6 tiéng vO tay cho Armstrong trurdng Jesus, Cambridge tir phia khan gia truong quay, nhung cé hai bd con déu biét ring tiéng vo tay
thit s danh cho to1.

“Troi dét, im thé ndo ma con biét cau tra 167 h Bri?” bd hoi.

“Chi la con biét thoi,” t6i no. Toi mudn quay lai nhin mit 6ng, dé xem dng cd cudi hay khong - ong khong cuoi nhiéu, nhét 14 sau mot ngay lam viéc -

nhung 61 khong mu6n minh tréng ¢ vé tw mén nén bén ngdi im va nhin cai bong,dam anh nang cua 6ng trén man hinh ti vi. Ong nudt khoi thugc 14 vao,
dat nhe ban tay cam dieu thuoc 1én dau t6i, giong nhu mdt vi hong y gido chil, vuot toc bang voi nhitng ngdn tay dai vang khe, va bao voi toi rang;:

“Khong chimg mit ngiy ndo d6 con s& & do ddy,” toi tur mim cudi voi chinh minh, cam thiy minh that thong minh sang da va diing dén, nhu mbt nguoi
hoan toan khac.

Di nhién, sau d6 t0i tré nén tur méin va 6 ging tra 1oi moi cau hoi, rdi tré 10 sai moi cau hoi, nhung chuyén d6 khong thanh vén dé boi vi i da ding mdt
lan, va t6i biet rang ngay nao d6 minh s€ lai dung mdt lan nira.

sk

T6i ngh, n6i rang minh khong bao gidr 1 nd 16 cta nhing thay ddi that thudng cta thoi trang thi cling ching ngoa. Thé khong c6 nghiia t6i | ngudi phan
thoi trang, chi la khong ¢4 trao hru ndo trong cac trao lwu thanh nién chi yéu 6 thoi dai ti song tht s phi hop. Chung quy thi, 6 mot thire té phii
phéng thé niy, néu ban I fan ctia Kate Bush, Charles Dickens, tro sap chit, David Attenborough va Théch thirc Pai hoc thi ban chang c6 dugc nhiu
lra chon vé& mot trao Iuru thanh nién.

Khong phéi t6i chua timg thir qua. Timng c6 mdt thoi gian dai t6i hay trén troc kho ngu vi lo s¢ rang minh ¢6 thé tro thanh mdt nglrm Gothic, nhung t6i
nghit d6 chi d mdt giai doan ma thoi. Va lai, dan ong Gothic cén ban déu an miic gidng ma ca rong quy tc, va néu co thir gi toi chang bao gio tin, thi d6
chinh la ma ca rong quy toc. Toi chi khong c6 xurong gd mé. Hon nita, trd thanh mdt ngudi Gothic nghiia 1 ban phai nghe nhac Gothic, cai ny thi that hét
chiu noi.

Véy nén cude cham tran chop nhoéng duy nhét ciia t6i v6i vin hoa thanh nién it nhiéu chi o thé. Toi tin la ban s& noi rang camnhn ctia ca nhén toi vé
phong cach ¢6 thé duoc md ta dung nhét 1 khong trang trong nhung ¢b dién. Toi thich quén vai cotton xép i hon quin denim, nhung thich vai denim sdm
mau hon sang mau. Ao banh t6 phai nng, dai, va c6 4o bi son, khin quang ¢b phéi c6 nim tua nhd, mau den hodc do tia, va Ia thir khong thé thiéu tir
dAu thang Chin cho dén cudi thing Nam Gidy chic chin phai dé thip va khong qua nhon dau, va (didu ny rat quan trong) chi mang gidy mau den hoac
méu ndu voi quan jean.

Nhung t6i cting khong so thir nghiém, dac biét a khi gior day t6i dang ¢ co hoi dé lam méi chinh minh. Vi vay véi chiéc va li cii ctia bd me md toang dat
trén giurong, t6i xem 6t qua may bo quan 4o moi mua danh riéng cho ngdy dic biét ny. Dau ti€n I3 4o gi6 day, mdt cai 40 mau den trong nang e, day
dén khong tin ndi, hét nhur mdt cdi 4o da lira. T6i kha hai long v6in6, va voi su pha trén day n ¥ gitta mfy thuét va lao dong chén tay - “c6 chiéc 4o
Shelley nay I du roi, t6i khoi niic thém céi gi bén ngoai nira”.

Tiép theo 1 niim cai 4o so mi dai tay khong cd, voi tong méu hoa phdi ctia tring va xanh duong, t6i mua véi gid 1 bang 99 xu mt cai trong chuyén di
choi trong ngy dén ph Carnaby cling Tone va Spencer. Spencer ghét nhitng cai 4o ndy, nhung t6i thi nghi ching that tuyét, dac biét khi ph01 Vi cai 40
gi 16 mau den ma t01 da mua v6i gia 3 bang ¢ gian dd cii ctia Hoi Gitip d& Nguoi Cao tudi. Toi da glau me cai o gi 6, khong phai vi ba ¢6 bat ky didu g
phan d6i Hoi Nguoi Cao tudi, ma boi vi ba nghil ring d6 cii thét 1 dung tuc va ching khéc gi nhit d6 an trén san nha. Cai ma toi dang huéng dén khi két
hop 40 gi 8/40 so mi dai tay khong cd/kinh mit gong tron 14 hinh turgng mdt si quan tré tudi bi suy nhuroc thin kinh boi chién tranh, ¢6 tat noi Ep va mot
cudn sb tay day nhing tho, anh ta duroc giri vé tir it tran, nhung dang hoan thanh nghia vu ciia ngudi cong dan yéu nude bang cach kim viée tai mot
trang trai 6 ngdi lang Gloucestershire xa x6i, ¢ d6 anh ta bi nguoi dan dia phwong ddi xir v6i vé ngd vire thd 16, nhung lai dwoc ¢b con géi clia muc su,
ngudi doi quyén bau cir cho phu nit, ham doc sach, xinh dep, mdt ngudi theo chu nghia hoa binh, an chay va ludng tinh thdm thuong trom nhé. Pay thire
sur i mt céi 4o gilé ra tro. Va ngoai ra, né khong phai do cii, n6 1 do co.

Tip theo I chiéc do vét nhung ké ndu ctia bd. Toi trdi 40 trén giudng va cn thén xép canh tay 4o doc theo ngre. C6 mbt vét & nude tra nho & dang
trude tir cach ddy hai nam, khi t6i sai imma mic n6 dén dy budi khiéu vil cta truong. Toi bict viée nay bi coi I hoi bénh, nhung t6i lai nghi d6 Ta mot
ctr chi dep, mot kiéu bay t0 long ton kinh. Di vy thi dang I€ t6i cling nén hoi y me trude, boi vikhi thiy t6i mic chlec do vét clia bd dimg trude guong,
ba da la 1én va ném cdc tra vé phia t6i. Cubi cing khi nhén ra do 1 t6i, ba lién da khoc va ndm trén girdng nirc nd subt nira tiéng dong hd, toi phai noi
dé ban biét d6 Ia sy khuay dongra trp trude mot bita tic. Va khi ba binh tinh lai, t6i di dén du budi khiéu vii that va da ¢ cude tro chuyén sau day véi
Janet Parks, tinh-yéu-doi-16i trong tuan do.

TOI: Janet, nhay diéu chim nhé?

JANET PARKS: Bri nay, 40 vét dep ddy.

TOI: Cam on cau!

JANET PARKS: Cau iy n6 ¢ dau ra vay?

TOI: Péy i 40 ciia bd to!

JANET PARKS: Nhung khong phai b cau da... mit rdi sao?



TOI: Phai!
JANET PARKS: Vay cau dang niic cai 40 vét clia ngudi bd qua cb a?
TOI: Biing véy. Thé diéu nhay thi sao nhi?
. va dén lic Ay thi Janet dua tay Ién che miéng, lui di va bt dau chi tro thi thAm trong goc phong véi Michelle Thomas va Sam Dobson, sau d6 di ve van
Spencer Lewis. Khong phai t6i chiu mot oi nguyén vé cai 4o hay gi d6 dau. Véi lai, & truong dai hoc, cai tiéu st ndy s& ching quan trong. Khéng ai biét

bat cir diéu gi vé n6, ngoai trir t6i. O trurong dai hoc, né chi B mdt chiéc 4o vét nhung ké dep. Toi gip 4o lai rdi dé vao va L.

Me bude vao, saudé gb cira, va toi nhanh tay déng va i lai. Ba trong nhur vira khéc du roi, khong can chiée 4o vét ctia bd khoi goi ndi budn thém nita.
Sau cting, ba dac bit xin nghi 1am sang nay dé c thé khéc.

“Sép xong chura con?”

“Gén xong rdi.”

“Con c6 mubn Ky céi chao chién khong?”

“Khong, thiéu né thi con van 6n ma me.”

“Nhung con s€ an gi?”’

“Me biét roi d'?iy, con s& an nhidu thir chir d4u chi c6 khoai tay chién!”

“Khoéng, con s& khong an duoc mon nao khac dau.”

“A, ¢6 thé con s& bt dau an nhur vAy. Dit sao thi ciing c6 khoai tay dit 10.” Toi nhin xemba ¢6 cudi hay khong,

“Con nén di rdi nhi?” Tau con lau moi t61, nhung me nghif viée don tau cting gidng nhur du lich nurée ngoai bing duong hang khong vy, tir la ta phai co
it trude khi khoi hanh bon tieng dong ho d¢ lam thu tuc. Khong phai do ching t6i ttrg di mdy bay hay gi khéc, the nhung, that 1a ky la khi ba van chura
Kkhien t6i bd ra dudng kiém viéc.

“Nua tiéng nita con di,” t6i ndi, va im king bao trim. Me mudn n6i € d6 nhung khong sao thdt nén 1o, chéc 13 dai loai nhu b6 tur hao vé o, nhung ba
quyet dinh dé danh nhitng 161 d6 ndi sau, va quay hung bo di. Toi ngdi én va i dé cd dong né lai, sau d6 ndm dai trén girong nhin quanh phong lan cudi -
kiéu thoi khdc ma, néu hit duoc thude thi t6i da hut roi.

Toi khong thé tin diéu ny xay ra that. Pay i tudi trudng thanh ty lp, cam gidc 1 nhu thé nay day. Khong c6 nghi & ndo nhi? O mdt s6 bo lac chau Phi
xa x6i budi I ky niém nhu’ng su klen quan trong trong ddi nguoi thuong kéo dai bon gy voi nhimg nghi thire ky quai nhu xam minh va ding nhlmg chat
giy 40 glac manh dugc chiét xudt tir nhai, cac bd o trong bd lac thi trét mau khi khip ngudi ta, nhung & ddy, nghi thire chi goi gon trong ba cai quan
moi va chiée chin I6ng vit ctia ta dugc nhdi nhét vao mdt tli nhua 16t thing rac.

Khi xudng lau t6i thiy me da g6i mdt boc db to tudéng, hai hop bang vai 16n chita hau hét cac vat dung trong nha cho t6i. Pambao 1 ¢6 ci chéo chién &
do, duoc vui khéo Iéo trong dong vt dung nau nudng, CE:li 16 nudng t6i thd duge tir Ashworth Electricals, mdt cai am, cuon sach Bira an tuyét voi voi
Mince, va mot r6 dung banh mi voi sau 6 banh nhd det rac bdt va mot 6 Mighty White. Tham chi cé ca ban bao phd mai, ma ba bict rd t6i khong an
phd mai. “Me oi, con khong thé vac nguyén dong do ndy theo duqc,” t0i n6i, va i vay nhimg gidy phit cubi cam dong va 1 bicu trong cho thdi nién
thleu cia cude doi toi duoce danh dé cii co voi me vé viée i ¢o can dd danh trimg hay khong - phéi, s& c6 mdt cai vi nuréng banh mi nira, phai, t6i that
sur can may nghe nhac va cap loa - va khi cudc thuong hrong cubi ciing ciing ngdl ngii thi hai me con da giam tai xudng con mot va b, mdt ba 16 dung miy
d6 nghe nhac va sach vo, hai tii nhyra den 16t thing rac dung chiéc chan long vit va goi, dong thoi, me kién quyet bat dem theo mdt dong khén lau bat
dia.

Cudi cling da dén giov. Toi hét strc kién quyét khong cho me tién ra ga boi vi di mdt minh thi tréng s& ¢6 vé manh m3 va ¢6 phong cach hon. Toi dimg &
béc ctra trong khi ba lay vi ra, tir ton nhét mdt t& bac 10 bang gap rat nho vao tay toi, trong nhur mdt vién hong ngoc.

“‘Me...”

“Khong sao, cim Ky di.”

“Con s& 6n ma, that déy...”

“Con dinhé. Nh¢ giit gin suc khée...”
“Con...”

“Thinh thoang ¢6 an it hoa qua tuoi...”

“Consé co...”



“Con nita...” Dén rdi day. Ba nudt nude mit noi, .. con biét | b s& rat tu hao vé con, dung khong?”” T6i voi hon 1én d6i moi kho dang mim lai cia me
10i chay, tirng quiing ngan, cat lic, ra ga.

skksk

Trén téu% t61 nhét tai nghe vao va nghe cubn bang tuyén tap chon loc déc biét cua minh, nhfmg bai hét, dugc yéu thich moi tho1 dai qﬁa Ka}e Bush. b6 Ia
mot tuyen tap kha hay, nhung nha t6i khong 6 dan am thanh hifi thich hop, vi vy ban ¢6 theé nghe tiéng me n6i vong Ién lau bao rang mieng suon da chin
gia nira trong am thanh ctia bai “Ngudi dan 6ng véi hinh anh dira bé trong d6i mat”.

Téi trinh trong md quyén tho Nir hoang Faerie moi cimg ctia thi si Spencer ra, ching t6i s& phai hoc quyén nay trong hoc ky dau tién. Téi thich nghi ring
minh A mot doc gia khé chan chinh, d4u 6¢ coi mo va du tinh t6t khac, nhung nhitng van tho ndy thi hinh nhwr chéing c6 ¥ nghia gi ca, vi vy t6i bo cubn
Nit hoang Faerie xudng sau mudi tam dong dau tién, va thay vao d6 tap trung nghe Kate Bush hat, dong thoi ngim canh thon qué nude Anh thoang vut
qua, 1di tao cai dang vé trAm ngam, phurc tap va tha vi. Toi co6 mdt 6 cira $6 to, bdn chd ngéi va mot cai ban riéng, mot lon Coca va Twix, va voi t6i bay
g thi diéu duy nhit c6 thé 1am cho cudc sdng turoi dep hon 1 c6 mdt ¢6 gai hip dan bude vao, ngdi dbi mit véi toi va néi gi 6 kiéu nhr...

“Xin 161, minh dé y thiy cau dang doc cubn Nir hoang Faerie. C6 khi ndo cau dang tinh ¢or trén duong dén khoa Ngit Van ¢ dai hoc khong nhi?”
“U, dlng rdi day!” t6i tra Ioi.

“That tuyét voi! Cau khong phién néu minh ngdi day chir? Nhan tién, minh Iz Emily. Néi minh nghe ndo, ciu c6 thudng nghe nhac ctia Kate Bush
khong...?”

Thé rdi cude trd chuyén gitta chiing t6i dién ra rt tinh t& va lich sy va hai hude, rdi cd mdt luéng dién vo hinh xet ngang lam trdi ddy nhitng ham mubn
nhyc dyc giira hai dira, thé I lic ghé tram Emily lién nga ngudi qua ban, e I cén kn mdi dudi day dan, va ndi, “Brian ndy, t6 hau nhi khong biét gi vé
cau, va trude ddy t6 ciing chra bao gior ndi didu ndy véi ngudi dan 6ng ndo, nhung ching minh c6 thé di dén... khach san hay chd ndo d6 dugc khong?
Chi 14 t6 khong biét liu c6 thé cudng lai n Au hon durgc khong,” va toi bén chép nhan v6i mdt ny cudi mét moi, nhur thé mudn néi, “Tai sao chuyén nay
cir phéi xay ra mbi ln minh én tau thé nhi” va dat tay c6 dy vao khach san gn nhét...

A ma khoan. Déu tién, t6i phai lam gi v6i déng hanh Iy ctia minh nhi? Toi khong thé xuét hién & khach san voi hai céi tli nhyra 16t thimg réc ding khong?
Va i con tién phong nita. S8 tién kiém duoc tir viee im thémmua he cua t6i da bi tiéu sach vao tién phong tro rdi, thm séc trg ‘cap thi tan tudn sau moi
dén tay, va mic di trude gio chua & khéch san An ndo, 61 biét tlen phong s& khong re - d& phai bén muroi, nam muroi bang gi day “va hay d6i mat véi
chuyén do, toan bo chuyén do s€ kéo dai, xemnao, muoi phit 1 néu t01 may nn, cing JAm 1 murdi lam phit, ma t6i thi khong hé mudn trai qua gidy phut
chim dam trong nhuyc duc ngiy ngat ma phai dong thoi lan tan vé& vy tlen nong. Toi cho la Emily c6 thé s& dé nghi chia doi tlen phong, nhung t6i s& phai tir
chdi thdi, khong co Ay lai nghi ti ding 1 d6 gié rach. Con gia si cd 4y cir khing khéng doi tra tién va t6i dong y, ¢ 4y van s& phai dua ra tién mit, ma
cho du ching t6i lam viéc d6 trude hay sau khi lam tinh, né chic chén ciing s& khién cho cudc gip g bét di mdt chit phién mudn sdu ndo va ca sy ngot
ngao. Liéu ¢ 4y c6 nghi t6i i thing khong binh thuong néu t6i ¢ lai sau d6 dé tan dung hét cc tién nghi tuyét nhét ctia khach san khong nhi? “Emily yéu
quy, cubc may mura cta ching minh tht tuyét voi va thdm thia la king. Bay & cau iy gitip minh ci khin tim & 'ba 16 duge khong?” Hon nita, nhay
thing lén giuong voi mot ¢ gi sip hoc chung trudng c6 that Ia mot y tuong hay ho khong? Chuyén gi xay ra néu tinh trang cing thang tinh duc gitra
chiing t6i can 16i con duong hoc hanh cta hai dira? Thire té thi, c6 18 d6 khong phai ld mot ¥ tuéng hay. C6 khi t6i nén chér doi dé hiéu 1o Emily hon mot
chit trde khi ca hai tién t6i mbi quan hé thé xac.

Va diing ltic xe lira vao ga, ti that sw cam thiy nhe nhdm vi Emily chi i mdt hinh anh trong tudng trong clia t6i ma thoi.

Toi kéo mily céi tiii nhya va hanh Iy ra khéi ga tau néim trén mot qué doi nhin xudng dugc toan thanh phd. DAy mi k an thir hai t6i dén day sau budi
phong van, va ciing khong €, du khong phai trurong Oxford hay Cambridge, nung day Ia truong dai hoc t6t thir nhi. Dicu quan trong 1a n6 ¢6 thap hinh
chdp. Mot kieu mo mong,

Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chudéng Di, Pimng Dei dugc ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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CAU HOI: Cubn tjéu thuyét ndi tiéng ndo ctia Frances Hodgsqn Burnett, viét nam 1886 va sau d6 dugc dung thanh kich nhiéu lan, da kim diy kén xu
hurdng thoi trang dé toc quan dai va méic 4o com I€ nhung ¢d co déng ten & nam thanh nién?

TRA LOT: Cu chi nhé Fauntleroy[1].
[1] Nguyén van: Little Lord Fauntleroy.
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Day Ia nhitng gi t6i viét vao muc “Sé thich va mdi quan tam’” trong don ndp cho Van phong Nha ¢ True thude Dai hoc: Poc sach, Phim anh, Amnlu_ic,
Kich ngh¢, Boi 161, Cau long, Quan h¢ xa hoi!

R rang danh sach do chéing thé hién gi nhiéu. Tham chi n6 con khong hoan toan dung. “Poc sach” 1a syr thét, nhung ai ma cha doc séch. “Phim anh” va

“Amnhac” ciing trong tu. “Kich ngh¢” thi la noi déi, 01 ghet kich nghe. Thure ra thi t6i ¢6 tham gia méy vo kich, chi 1 khong bao gio thure sy xem tron
ven mot vo, ngoai trir mot tlet muc lru dién gido dyc vé an toan duong bd, trong d6 tuy cac dién vién nhiét tinh, s6i ndi va phd trurong, nhung man trinh
dién van ching dé lai méy 4n turong thim ny trong t6i. Co dleu ban phai gia v thich kich ngh€ - d6 la luat. “Boi 161" cting khong hén la dung, Toi boi
duoc, nhung chi theo cai kiéu ctia bt ky con vat nio dang sip chét dudi. Toi chi nghi a minh can phéi thém vao cai gi d6 mang tinh thé thao. “Cau long”
ciing vay. Khi t6i ndi t6i thich cau 1ong, ¥ t6i B gia sir co my ké ndo d6 chia sing vao dau toi va ép toi phai choi mbt mon thé thao bat ky néu khong
mu6n bi bin chét, ma ching lai khong chip nhin xem trd sép chit | mdt mdn thé thao, thi mon thé thao d6 chinh I cau Ibng, Y t6i B, mdn d6 c6 thé khd
dén dau co chir? “Quan hé xa hoil” ciing A mdt uyén ngir. “C6 doc va Thiéu thdn tinh duc” thi chinh xac hon, nhung ciing quai g& hon. Nhén tién, ddu
cam than & cudi tir “Quan hé xa hoil”” nhim chuyén tai mdt cai nhin thiéu ton kinh, vo tAm, bat chip tat ca ddi voi cude doi.

Vivdy, phai thira nhfn 1a t61 ching cung cip thong tin gi dang ké cho miy ngudi & Van phong Nha & Truc thude Pai hoc, thé ma ching hiéu sao ho lai
xEp t01 & trong ngdi nha ndy voi Josh va Marcus.

Richmond House nim trong mdt day nha gach mdi xdy trén dinh mt ngon ddi rét doc nhin xudng thanh phd, & vi tri thun tién chi cach tram xe buyt gan
nhat miy cdy, chinh vi vy, cudi ciing khi dén noi tdi da va m6 hoi uét dambén trong céi do gi6 day. Cira trude mo toang, hanh lang day nhitng cai hop
ctng xe dap dua va hai mai chéo, mt cdy gdy va mieng 16t danh cricket, cac thict bi truot tuyet, binh tho 6xy va mot b do lan. Trong nhu mot vu cudp
ctra hang dung cu thé thao. T6i ném va li vao phia bén trong ctra ra vao, cam thay ndi lo ling dang I6n dan Ién, va tréo bira qua dong do thé thao dé tim
nhing nguoi tro cung,

Nha bép duoc thép sang bang dén neon, ¢ vé don diéu, boe mii thudc tdy va men bia. Gan bf)n rira, hai thing con trai, mot to Ion toc vang, mjt ngam
den béo lin, mat lom ddm tan nhang, dang ding voi hoa sen phun day nuéc vao cai thung rac rong bang nhua. Bai hat “C6 4y ban 1o trd an’ an” ctia The
Cult dang phét ra am7tir cat xét. Toi dimg ¢ ngudng ctra mot lat, roi ni “Xin chao!” va “Chao dang Ay!” trude khi dira toc vang cudi cling ciing nhin
lén va trong thay t61 voi may cai tui rac den.

“Xin chao! D6 1a nguoi don rac!”

C4u ta véin nhac xudng mdt nc, chom t6i ging nhur mdt con cin gidng Labrador than thién, rdi bét tay t0i mt céch hing hon, va toi nhén ra day & lan
dau tién t6i1 bat tay mot nguoi dong trang Iira.

“Céu hdn 13 Brian,” ciu ta ndi. “Minh tén Josh con day 1a Marcus!”

Marcus nh6 tho va day mun nhot, tat ca nhitng nét dac trung ctia ciu ta déu tap trung & giita khuon mit, dang sau cap kinh phi cong tréng rt ngf‘iu song
ciing chang khién cau ta nom c¢6 kha nang lai may bay mdt chiit ndo. Cau ta nhin t6i tir trén >§116ng dudi voi }(hu(”)n mat ¢ vé cau kinh, khit mii, roi lai cha
y vao cai thing rac nhyra. Nhung Josh thi ctr noi huyén thuyén, khong them doi cau tré 16, bang giong ndi lién mot mach cua phim thoi sy Pathe. “Cau
dén day bang cach nao? Phuong tién giao thong cong cong a? Cau song ¢ dau? Cau thay on day chir? Cau toat md hoéi dam dia kia.”

Josh mang mot doi giay dng mau do tia, mic 40 g 16 nhung mau be - d6 la mot clﬂéq 4o gi 16 nhung - mjt cai 4o so mi tim, va quan jean den bo sat dén
n0i c6 the thay 16 tirng céi tinh hoan cau ta & giéu Cauta c6 kieu toc giong Tone, kieu Viking Nﬁ’ hoda, dau h@éu ctia dan metallist kinh nién, nhung dugc
bu lai bang mdt bd ria mép 10ng to; voi cai kicu trung dién ay, cau chang ky si nay trong nhu thé vira danh nit thanh trudng kiém ctia minh.

“Cai gi trong thing rac vay?” toi hoi.

“Bia tyr 1. Tui minh nghi 14 d& qué trinh 1én men dién ra cang s6m thi cang tt. Hién nhién 1 cau ¢6 thé tham gia néu mudn, ching ta chi phéi chia chi phi
lamba thoi...”

“Puoe thoi...”

“Chi phi bay g |2 10 bang, dé mua men bia va chét c6 dic cAy hoa bia va ong va thimg va céc thit linh tinh khac, nhung sau ba tuén thi ciu ¢6 theé
thudng thire Bia dang Yorkshire truyén thong véi gia 6 xu mra lit!”

“Mon hoi nhil”

“Marcus v minh & nhimg tay ndu ruou Ku, hai dira vén hinh mot cai may chung ct rugu trong ky tiic, kiém 1oi kha kha déy. Méic i tui minh ngiu
nhién lai 14 hai thang ngoai tra!”

“Céc cau hoc clng truong a?”

“Chdc chin rdi. Rat khéang khit, phai khong, Marcus?”” Marcus khit miii. “Cau hoc ¢ dau vay?”
“0, céu chua nghe dén noi d6 dau...”

“Thir coi.”

“Phd Langley?”



Imlang

“Trudng Phd thong Hon hop Phd Langley?”

Ching c6 dong tinh gi.

“Southend?” t6i goi y. “Essex?”

“Khong! Cau hoan toan dung, chura bao gior nghe n6i luon! Mudn t& chi cho phong cau khong?”

Toi theo Josh Ién lau, Marcus ling thitng theo sau, di doc theo hanh lang mau xam xanh trang tri bang nhitng chi dﬁnrvé cach (g pho trong truong hop
¢6 hoa hoan. Chiing t6i di qua can phong moi cua ho chat day nhitng hop va va li nhung van con rong réi, va dén cudi hanh lang, Josh day tung ctra mot
can phong thoat nhin giong hét mot cai xa im.

“Teén ten! Hy vong c4u khong phién, nhung ching t& da chia phong trudc khi cau dén day roi.”
‘0. Thé a...”
“Tung dong xu dé quyét dinh. Cau biét ddy, ching t6 mubn bét tay don d6 dac ra, 6n dinh chd 6.”

“Di nhién rdi! Puroc thoil” Toi 6 cam gide minh vira bi kira, va quyét dinh s& khong bao gior tin g3 niic 4o gi 16 nhung ndo nira. Bay gios phéi tinh ké am
sao doi lai quyén loi ctia minh ma khong t6 ra 1 liéu.

“Hoi bé thi phai, nhi?” toi ndi.

“Cha cha, Brian, phong ndo ching bé. Ma ching & da tung ddng xu ddy, rit | cong bang va song phing.”

“Thé lam sao c4u tung dong xu cho ba ngwoi?”

Im king, Josh cau miy, miéng cAm nhur hén.

“Néu cau khong tin tudng bon nay, ic ndo ching ta cling ¢ thé tung lai,” Marcus khit khit miii vé tu ai.

“Khong, khong phai vay, chi la...”

“Roi, thé thi ching t¢ s& dé c4u lai n dinh chd ¢. Mimg vi ¢6 ciu gia nhap!” va ho chay di, quay vé chd 1 bia, xi xa xi xam

Chd & ctia t6i trong nhur thé vira bi x6i tung 1én. Cain phong ¢ cai vé cubn hit va khong khi ctia hién trurdng mot vu 4n mang; mdt tim ném nam chong
cho trén khung kim loai, ti quén 40 va ban dong bo, bang gd dan va hai cai ké nhd bing mica gia gd. Tam tham c6 méu ndu ciia bin dét va nhu kiéu
dwoc dét tir nhitng soi Ibng mu chic chin. Mot céi cira s6 trong do ban & phia trén c4i ban nhin xubng thing rac bén dudi, trong khi d6 tim bang hiéu
dong khung canh béo rang sir dung keo dinh Blu-Tack trén tudng s& bi xir tir. Mic dii vay, toi da mudn mdt can phong gac méi, va toi dd co mdt can
phong gac mai. TSt hon 1 nén thich nghi véi n6, toi nghi thé.

Viée dau tién t6i am lép dit dan am thanh ndi, va bo dia nhac Never for Ever, album thanh cong vang ddi thir ba ctia Kate Bush vao. Céc dia nhac
con lai duoc chit déng ké bén mat dia quay, va c6 mot chiit dAu tranh ndi tAm trong toi vé viée dé album nao hudng mit ra ngoai; toi thir vdi Revolver
ctia The Beatles, Blue ctia Joni Mitchell, Diana Ross va The Supremes va Elia Fitzgerald trude khi bd tri dia moi coong Brandenburg Concertos cia
Bach c6 nhan ghi Am nhac Giai tri, mdt mén hoi v6i gia 2 bang 49 xu.

Sau d6 t6i don sach vo ra, va thir nhiéu cach khac nhau dé sép xép ching trén céi ké mica; theo thir tir chi cdi tén tic gia, theo thir tyr chir cai tén tc gia
nhung chia nho theo chu dg; thé loai; quoc gia; kich cd, va cuoi cung, hi¢u qua nhat, theo miu séc - bd Penguin kinh dién méu den ¢ mot dau k¢, méu
nhat dan dén bo Picador méau tring 0 cudi k¢, ¢ gilra |a b Virago mau xanh chiém khoang 5 xang ti mét, by ma t6i chua c6 thoi gian doc nhung chic
chéin s& doc. Viée nay rd rang khé mat thoi gian, va khi ti xong xudi hét thi troi ciing vira ti hin, nén t6i bén gin cai dén ban kén ban.

K& d6 6 quyét dinh bién giromg ngit ctia minh thanh mot chiée giwong kiéu fiton. Thue ra da ¢ lic t6i timg mudn Am viée ndy, nhung me chi cudi
nhao khi t6i thir lim & nha, nén t6i dinh s& thir im & day mot phen. Toi khiéng tim ném Ién, n6 bi im ban mot cach kho hiéu va da 4m dé trong cai
xoong, dat xubng san sao cho nd khong tiép xtic v6i mit t6i, rdi chét vt dung ngrroc khung girdng bang kim loai én. N6 niing dén ca tn, nhung cudi
ciing t6i ciing xép gon durgc n6 an toan ding sau til quin o. Puong nhién nhur thé nghiia 13 t6i s& mét di hon nira mét mét san quy gid, nhung khi xong thi
hiéu qué ciing xtmg dang im - mot kiéu khong khi phurong Dong, khiém nhuong, trdm tur niic twéng, chi bi lim gidm bét mdt chit béi nhiing cai soc
méu xanh nuée bién dam, d6 va tréng trén Iop boc ngoai céi chin 16ng vit ctia Cira hang Bach hoa Gia dung Anh.

Pé giit phong cach Thién khiém nhudng ctia giudng futon, t6i mubn han ché trang tri, bén chi dan 1én brc tuong phia trén cai gbi nhitng buru thiép hinh
céc burc hoa va tAm anh wa thich, mot kiéu tuyén ngon bang hinh anh vé nhitng anh hing va nhing thir ma ti yéu thich. Toi nam trén chiéc futon va ly
keo Blu-Tack ra; Cai chét ctia Chatterton ctia Henry Wallis, Ophelia Chét dudi ctia Millais, Piirc me dong trinh va Chia Hai dong ctia Da Vinci, Pém
day sao ctia Van Gogh, mbt birc ctia Edward Hopper; Marilyn Monroe van vy xde nhin u siu vao méy anh; James Dean trong chiéc 40 khoac dai &
New York; Dustin Hoffinan trong Nguoi dan 6ng chay marathon; Woody Allen; mot birc anh b va me ngi it trén ghé xép & Butlins, Charles Dickens,
Karl Marx, Che Guevara, Laurence Olivier trong vai Hamlet, Samuel Beckett, Anton Chekhov, t6i dong vai chtia Gié-su trong v& kich Phiic am hoi lop
Sau, Jack Kerouac, Burton va Taylor trong Ai sg' Virginia Woolf? cling mdt birc anh ctia Spencer, Tone va t6i trong mdt chuyén da ngoai ctia trurdng



dén 1au dai Dover. Spencer hoi tao dang, dAu khé ctii nghiéng vé mot bén, trong linh dam, chan chudng va khon ngoan. Tone nhu moi khi, dang gio tay
chit “V”.

Cudi cling, ngay canh b, t6i @& mdt tim hinh ctia b, trong ong giy £0 nhur gidng cho uypit[2] va c6 phin dang sg glong nhur nhin vat Pinky trong b
phim Bang dang ¢ Brighton, nhung ¢ thanh phd phia quay it ra bd bién Southend, mot tay cam chai bia va diéu thudc 14 chdy am trén nhimg ngon tay
dai Ong c6 méi toc den chéi ngrrge, gd mé nhon, cao, mili nhd dai, mot chiée 4o ba niit ¢b cao, va dii dng cudi nira miéng ve phia 0 ong kinh, trong 6ng
van c6 chit F dang s¢. Cai nay chyp vao khoang ném 1962, bon nam trude khi toi ra doi, vay ong han 14 trac tudi 61 bay gio. Toi thich tamhmh ndy,
nhung 61 van c6 cam giac lo ling 1 néu ong b6 muroi chin tudi ciia t6i gap thing con mudi chin tudi ctia dng trén cau tau Southend vao mot thi thir Bay
ndo ddy, d6 han B mdt co hdi thuan tién dé ong cho i mdt tran toi boi.

[2] Uypit (whippet): mot loai ché sin Anh, minh nho va gly.

C6 tiéng 0 cira, va theo ban néing t0i gidu keo Blue-Tack ra sau g, Toi cho d6 1 Josh dén yéu cu toi im dau sai cho gi hogc céi gi ddy twong tu,
nhung thay vao do 1a mdt c6 gai tdc hoe cao 16n co mai toc kicu Viking va ria mép mau vang hoe nhan nhat.

“Céu don dd dac dén dau rdi? On chix?”” Josh n6i trong b dd phu nit.

‘Tét, bnca”

“Sao c4i ném ctia cau lai ndm trén san thé?”

“O, t6 nghi i nén thir girdng kiéu fiton mot thoi gian.”

“Giurong futon? That ha?” Josh n6i, céi miéng thoa son ha héc ra nhu thé d6 1a diéu ky quai nhét ciu ta timg nghe trong doi, tire cudi thit, chuyén ndy lai
dén tir mot g con trai nyic dd phu nit. “Marcus, dén ddy ma xem céi girdng futon ctia Jackson nay!” va Marcus, trong b toc gia mau den uon quén,
vay thé thao khic con cau va doi v bi tudt chi, thd mili vao phong, khit khit, 101 bién mat.

“Ma nay, gio ching t6 bién ddy - cau c6 dén cing khong?”

“Hir, dén...”

“Tiéc Géi lang choi va Cha xtr, trang vién Kenwood. Vui Bm.”

“Puogc 1di, xemndo, cd thé. Chi i t& nghi t& nén ¢ nha ma doc...”

“0, dimg c6 try mi nhur vay chr...”

“Nhung t& khong c6 gi dé mic...”

“Cau c6 mit cai 40 so mi sém mau phai khong?”

“A.. O

“Tét, vay thi di thoi. Dan mdt miéng bia mau tréing dudi cai ¢d 4o thé 1 xong, Gap cau trong ndm phit nita nhé. A ms, dimg quén 10 bang cho vu im
bia ty 0 day nhé? Nhan tién, yéu nhitng gi cdu da lam cho can phong ghé...”

Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chudéng i, Pirng Poi duoc tai mién phi tai ww.EbookFull.Net.
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CAU HOI: Nang hrong turong tac ctia hai hat proton lién quan dén viéc phan tich giita ching. Lurc turong tic gitta hai proton khi viéc phan tich giita
ching turong ing 13 a) nhd va b) trung binh la luc gi?

TRA LOIL: Luc déy va Iure hit.

sksksk

La mdt ngudi tinh t€ va timg tréi, t0i biét gid trj ctia viée 16t da” trude khi di choi t5i, nén t6i da mua mot goi khoai tay chién va xtic xich kho cho bita t5i
101 dénh chén trén duong dén bita tiéc. Mua bat dau ning hat, nhung t6i da tranh thi &n khoai ty hét mirc c6 thé trude khi ching ngudi ngat va fu di.
Marcus va Josh rdo budc day tu tin vé phia trude trén doi giay cao got, dimg dung trude anh nhin ngdn ngam ctia ngudi qua duodng, Toi cho rang viée
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nhing dira con—trai—pénh-bao—nﬁc-dé—phu:nfr chic phéi la mot trong nhirng n(?i khdn kho khi séng & mot thi tran dai hoc. Chéng bao lau nita 13 t6i tudn
I€ ctia nhitng dam di€u hanh, 14 ciy s& chuyén sang mau dong, chim én s& bay vé phirong Nam, va céc trung tAm nua sam s€ chat nich nam sinh truong
Y an mic nhu nhitng c6 y td ndng bong,

Trén dudng di, Josh hoi to1 ddn dap.

“Cau dang hoc gi ha Brian?”

“Ngit Van.”

“Tho ha? Té hoc Chinh trj va Kinh t&, Marcus hoc Luat. C6 choi mon thé thao nao khong, Brian?”

“Chi ¢ tro sép chir thoi,” t61 ndi mot cach di dom.

“Trd sap chit d4u phai mdn thé thao,” Marcus khit miki.

“Chéng qua cau chura thdy cach t& choi thoil” t6i n6i, nhanh nhur chdp.

Nhung cu ta ¢6 vé khong thiy chuyén ndy hai hude tindo, vi cau ta chi cau miy va ndi, “Cau choi nhur thé ndo ciing vay ca thoi, nd van khong phai
mon thé thao.”

“Khong, t& biét, t6 chi..”

“Céu c choi bong da, cricket hay bong bau duc khong?” Josh hoi.

“A, thit ra khong c6 mdn ndo trong s6 do...”

“Vay ra khong phai dan thé thao 42”

“Khong hé.” T6i khong thé ngiin duoc cai cam gidc réng minh dang dwoc danh gia dé cho gia nhap mot cau lac bo tur nhan gidu tén, va da bj danh r6t.
“Thé con bong quan thi sao? TG can ngudi choi cip.”

“Khong biét bong quan. Thinh thoang choi bong ban thoi.”

“Bong ban 14 trd ctia con gdi,” Marcus n6i, chinh lai sgi ddy trén d6i gidy cao gbt quai hau.
“Nghi mjt nim a?”” Josh hoi.

“Khong,..”

“Pi dau dep dep vao nua hé nay cha?”

“Khong...”

“BS me cau imnghé gi?”

“A, me lam thu ngan & Woolworths. BS ban kinh hai 16p, nhung gioy thi dng da qua doi roi.” Josh siét chat canh tay t6i va n6i, “T6 rat tiéc,” khong 16 cau
ta am chi vi€c bo t6i qua doi hay cong viée clia me tOi.

“Thé con céc ciu thi sao?”

“O b6 t6 1im Bo Ngoai giao, me t6 am & s¢ Giao thong,” Chia o, cu ta theo dang Bao thu. Hay it nhét ti ciing suy ra rang Josh ting hd dang Bao thit
néu bb me cu ta ting ho dang Bao thi, diéu ndy c6 xu huréng gia truyén. Con vé Marcus, t6i chéing ngac nhién khi phét hién cu ta trong Poan Thanh
nién Hitler.

Cubi ctng ching t6i cting dén trang vién Kenwood. Toi da tranh ¢ khu ky tiic x4 theo 101 khuyén trong ngay hoi tur vén tuyén sinh dai hoc ring ching
chén ngit, quy ci va day nhirg ngurdi Cong gido. Hién thire chinh 1 ¢ dau d6 gira mot nha thuong dién va mot truong cong nho - nhitng hanh lang am
vang kéo dai, san lat gd, mii dd 16t Am w6t dang hong trén mot c4i 1o sudi Am Am, va cai cam gidc rng & mdt noi ndo do, dicu gi ddy khing khiép dang
xdy ra trong nha v¢ sinh.

Tiéng thinh thich ctia ban nhac Dexys Midnight Runners tir xa vong lai chao dén ching t6i sudt doc hanh lang dan dén mbt ciin phong I6m, p gb tim, ¢6
ctra s cao va dam sinh vién tu tap thua thét - khoang bay phan I Géi ling choi so voi ba phén i Cha xt, con trong nhém Gai lng choi thi ty 1 nam nit
xAp xi ndim muroi - ndm muroi. Canh tuong ching dep d& cho im Nhing g3 con trai to 16n va mot nhim con gii, quan tit bi xé rach mdt cach nghé
thuat, v6 thé thao nhét ddy 40 nguc, dimg dya lung vao turdng hét nhu, sao nhi, Gai ling choi, trong khi cac vi hiéu trudng thube dong ddi quy toc dudi
triéu Vua Edward sdm soi nhin xudng tir nhitng birc chan dung ctia ho trong su thit vong & ché.

“Nhén tién, Bri ndy, t& khong chic liéu chu ¢ murdi bang...” Josh n6i, cau may lai ... cho cai vu bia tu 1 hay khong?”’



Di nhién t6i khong thé xoay x¢ m6n tién d6 that, va ddy 1a muoi bang me da nhét vao tay t6i, nhung trén tinh than két giao ban moi, t6i bén dura ra s6 tién
d6, thé 1a Josh va Marcus chudn di hét nhu nhitng con cho trén bai bién, bo 01 & lai thnkiémnhﬁng mdi quan h¢ ban beé s theo t61 sudt doi. Noi chung,
61 quyét dinh, vao lc trdi con sém thi t6t nhat 1 di kiém mbt cha xir thay vi mot gai king choi.

Trén duong di ra quiy bar tir ché, mdt c4i ban c6 chin ké bay ban Red Stripe v6i gia rat hitu nghi chi ¢6 50 xu mbt lon, t6i khoac b niit lim-on-nbi-
chuyén-voi-toi, nd nu cuoi toe toct ctia mdt ke it ndi ngd nghéch cong thém cai gt dAu ngdp ngimg va céi nhin diy hy vong. Ké dang dimg doi duoc
phuc Vula mot o] hlpple gy cao leu ngheu voiny cumnhannho kleunha que ra tinh na nd t01, Va dac blet nuée da cau ta tham chi con xau hon. Céu ta

AAAAAA '”

“ién that!”” t0i noi, r0i ca hai dira tron xoe mét nhu mudn bao, “Chéc, bon tré thoi nay ding Al Tén ciu ta B Chris, va chéing bao 1Au t6i biét cau ta
cting hoc khoa Vin; “Duing 1 dong thanh tuong timg!” Chris thot Ién, va roi bat dau ke t6i nghe toan b churong trinh hoc A-level ctia cau ta, dong thoi
ké ti mi ndi dung don xin nhp hoc, q]ai con ndi dung clia tirng 01‘16n sach da dgc trong d01, tguc’rc khi sa da vao viéc miéu ta ky nghl hé didu !jch vong
quanh An D9, trong doi thurc, t6i dé thoi gian king & trdi qua bang cach gt dau, 10i uong hét ba lon Red Stripe, va dang thic mic khong biét da cau ta
¢6 xau hon t6i that khong thi dot nhién t6i nhan ra diéu cdu ta dang noi...

“... va cAu biét gi khong? Dao gin ddy t¢ khong hé ding gidy vé sinh an nio ca.”

“Thata?”

“That d4y. Ma t6 ciiing khong nghi s& ding n6 nita. Cach ndy sach hon nhiéu, lai con than thién véi mi truong hon.”

“Thé cau im gi...?”

“O, chi ding tay thoi, véi mot x6 nurde nita. Tay ndy nay!” va cau ta chia ban tay d6 ra dudi mii toi. “Tin t¢ di, nd vé sinh hon 6i ln.”

“Nhung t6 twong cau da ni cau van bi kiét Iy?”

“A, ding, nhung chuyén d6 khac. Ai ma cha bi kiét Iy,

Toi quyet dinh khong n6i thém vé van d& nay nita, va thdt len, “Tuyét! A, cau lam t6t Fim...” rdi t6i lai bit dau nghe cau ta huyén thuyén, tir nhitng bang
ghé gb tron ctia chiéc xe buyt op ep tir thanh phd Hyderabad dén thung ling Bangalore cho dénkhi, & mot noi ndo do trén d6i Frramala, Red Stripe
phat huy tac dung va t6i vui suéng nhan ra bung minh day nude va thé 1a that tiéc nhung t6i phai di vé sinh 1di - “Dumg di ddu hét, t6 s& quay lai ngay, cir

0 nguyén chd cdu dimg nhé” - va khi t61 b6 di cau ta ndm lay vai t0i, gio ban tay trai Ién truée mit t6i v n6i, mdt cach nhiét thanh, “A ding quén day!
Khong can gidy vé sinh!” T6i mim cudi va thoan thodt di vé phia trudc.

Khi quay lai, t6i nhe nhdmnhén ra cdu ta da di mait thé 13 t6i di va ngdi xubng gd san khiu bang gd, ké bén mot cd gai co than hinh nho nhein, £on gang,
an mac khong giong gai lang choi cting khong gidng cha xir ma glong mot thanh vién ctia KGB Youth Wing hon - 4o khodc den to sy, quén tit den, so mi
denim ngan tay, mii n6i den kiéu Lién X6 cii, mai toc den bong dau chéi ngwoc hin ra sau. T01 nd ny cudi “minh- ng01-day ¢6-phién-khong?” va ¢ ning
6 nu cudi “co-day-cut-di” dap lai, co mit cing ra mot chit, va thip thoang nhitng céi ring tring bong, nhd, déu nhur bip, Bp loang sau miu son mbi do
thdm khong phi hop. Téi chi can bo di i xong chuyén, tit nhién, nhung bia da khién t61 khong biét s i gi va than thién thai qua, vi vy nén bét chip tit
ca t0i ngdi xudng canh cd. Ngay ca trong tiéng ghi ta bass bum byp ctia ban “Two tribes”, ban van c6 thé nghe thdy tiéng co it c6 dang bi kéo cang ra.

Saumdt hoi, toi quay qua va liéc nhin ¢6 dy. C6 dang hut thude I tir cudn, rit timg hoi ngéin bdn chdn, miét dén chét vao san nhay. Toi ¢6 hai ra chon,
n6i chuyén hogc bd di. C6 [& 61 nén thir n6i chuyén. “Cé mot dicu mia mai: t& thure sur la mdt cha xir day!”

Khong c6 cau tra 1oi.
“T6 chua timg thay nhiéu gai ling choi thé nay tir hoi sinh nhét lan thir muoi sau!”
Khong ¢6 cau tra Ioi. C6 18 c6 khong nghe thiy toi noi. Toi moi ¢ udng mdt ngum tir lon bia Red Stripe ctia toi.

“Cau tir € that. TS s& ubng, cam on nhiéu nhé,” va ¢ cdm lon bia bén canh én, quo qua quo lai trude mit t6i. Giong c6 chinh xAc hop véi khubn mit,
nghe khé chiu va chdi tai; thd ngir Glasgow cuia Scotland, t6i nghi vay.

“Coi ndo! Cau hoa trang thanh ai dé t6i day vay?” t6i vui vé hoi, hit cim vao b quén 4o cia co.
“T6 dén nhu mdt ngudi binh thrdng,” ¢6 dap, khong ¢6 vé dinh cuoi.
“ft ra cau ciing nén cb ging chir! Chi cAn gin mt céi cd dimg hodc thir gi twrong tur vao déy thoil”

“Ciing ¢6 the. Trir viéc ¢ B ngurdi Do Thai.” C6 udng mot hop bia trong lon cta minh. “Budn cudi thit, da nam trong Cong dong Nguoi Do Théi thi
chang bao gio thyre sy duge coi nhitng bd d6 hoa trang ra ca.”

“T¢ biét, thinh thoang t6 wée minh | ngwoi Do Théi,” ti noi. Toi thy 16 | cau ndy khd fidu inh so voi mdt meo bét chuyén, va ti khong that chéc tai
sao minh lai n6i ra. C6 1€ mot phan vi t61 nghil quan trong 1a phai trung thyre, trong cac van dé ching tdc, gioi tinh va ban sac, phan vi & doan nay thi t6i da
kha say.



Co nheo‘mét, 1di nhin t6i mdt hoi, hét nhu trong mdt bd phim cao bdi Vién Ty, ngam diéu thudce, dang quyét dinh xem c6 nén am méch long ti hay
khong, 161 lang I§ hot: “Ding nhwr vay khong?”

“Té xin 161, t& khong phai 3 nguoi phan biét ching toc, 16 chi mudn n6i ring nhidu ngudi t6 coi 1 anh hing déu 1 ngudi Do Thai, thé nén...”

“Vay 4, that mimg i dan toc t& c6 duoce s tan thanh ctia cau. A ma, nhing anh hing ddy 1 ai thé?”

“A, cAu biét ddy, Einstein ndy, Freud ndy, Marx ndy...”

“Karl hay Groucho?”

“Ca hai. Arthur Miller, Lenny Bruce, Woody Allen, Dustin Hoffiman, Philip Roth...”

“Chtia Gié-su, chic chin rdi..”

“... Stanley Kubrick, Freud, J.D. Salinger...”

“Tét nhién, dtng ra ma ndi thi Salinger khong phai 1 ngudi Do Thai”

“O, phai ma.”

“Tin t& di, ong 4y khong phai dau.”

“Cau c6 chic khong?”

“Chiing t& déu biét - ching t6 ¢6 truc gide dic biét.”

“Nhung d6 1a mdt cai tén Do Thai”

“Bb 6ng Ay 1a ngurdi Do Thai, me 1 ngudi Cong gido, vi vy chinh xac ma noi thi ong dy khong phai. Tinh Do Théi truyén tir me sang con.”

“Té khong biét didu d6.”

“Thé thi bay gios ciu biét rdi ddy, churong dau cho nén gido duc dai hoc ciia ciu,” va ¢6 quay lai nhin trimg trimg vao san nhay by gior da chét nich Gai
lang choi dang Iic I theo diéu nhac. D6 la mot canh trong kha dc nghiét, giong nhur mot vong tron dia ngue moi duoc kham pha, va c6 gai quan sat voi
sur suy tinh 10 10, nhur thé dang doi qua bom Chf[ﬂi minh gai n tung “Chiia 01, Nguoi s& nhin thiy bon ngubi nay chir,” ¢6 le nhe mét moi khi ban “Two
tribes” chuyen sang ban “Relax”. “Frankie noi rang *Ab-so-lute-ly noooo fucking idea...” Quyét dinh rang thai d6 mia mai chan doi nhat dinh phat huy
hiéu qua & day, toi chiic 3 minh da cuoi thanh tleng khi d6, va c6 quay qua o1, cuoi nira miéng. “Cau biét thanh tich vi dai nhét cta trudng ndi tra Anh B
gi khong? Nhiing thé hé con trai co mai toc mém murot blet chinh dai mdc bit tat diing cach. That thi vi 1 co khong biét bao nhiéu ngudi trong Iii céc cau
dén truong dai hoc gbi ghém theo quin 4o phu nit nita.”

L cac cau?

“Tht ra t& hoc & trudng phd théng hdn hop,” tdi nbi.

“0, hoan ho cau. Cau biét khong, cau ki ngudi thir sau néi didu d6 véi t6 tdi nay rdi ddy. To tur hoi d6 ¢6 phai ki mdt cau thoai tan giu kho hiéu cia
nhing nguoi canh ta khong nhi? Té phai lay lam an tirong hon nita voi cai gi chir? Hé thong truong hoc clia bang ching ta u? Hay thanh tich hoc tap anh
hing rét Iy thuyét sudng ctia cac cau?”

Néu toi nhay bén ddi véi cai gi d6, chinh 1 toi biét khi ndo minh sép bi danh, thé i t6i cam lon bia con ddy ba phan tur ctia minh mé vung vay lén lm nhur
n6 rong; “Té dinh téi quay bar, t& lay cai gi d6 cho cau dugc khong, ho...?”

“Rebecca.”
“.. Rebecca?”
“T6 khong can gi dau.”

“Puoc thoi 0. Gép lai cau sau nhé. Nhan tién, t& 1a Brian.”
“Tambiét, Brian.”
“Tam biét, Rebecca.”

Toi dinh di t&i quay bar, nhung chot trong thdy ga hippie Chris dang dimg xép hang, nach kep mot ti khoai tay chién to twdng, viy nén ti bén tién ra
khoi dai sanh va quyét dinh di dao.

T6i di lang thang xudng cau thang 16t van gd, noi nhém tan sinh vién cudi dang néi 1i tam biét voi bd me trén nén ban nhac “Legend”” (Huyén thoai) ctia



Bob Marley. Mot ¢6 géi nitc n6 trong canh tay ctia ba me ciing dang thon thirc trong khi ong b mét kién nhén dmg thir ngudi ra, ban tay nim chéit mjt
cudn tién nho. Mot g gy va cao 1éu nghlu, mic toan dd den Gothic deo nleng rang dang l'ng ting ding| hét strc binh sinh dAy bd me ra khoi phong, dé
i ¢ thé tiép tuc cong viée nghiém tic B lim moi ngudi biét dén cai sinh vat toi tam va phire tap 4n sau tit ca nhig miéng kim loai va nhyra d6. Nhitng
sinh vién moi dén khéc dang chao hoi hang xdm phong bén, gi6i thiéu 1y lich gian lrgc: mdn hoc, noi sinh, diém thi, ban nhac yéu thich, trai nghi¢mau tho
dau budn nhat Céi canh do giéng kleu tAng 16p trung hru, lich thiép thudng thiy ¢ nhitng bd phim chién tranh, trong d6 ¢6 nhitng tin binh tré tubi dén
doanh trai rdi cho ngurdi khdc xem tAm anh ¢6 ban gai noi qué nha.

Toi dirng chan trude bang thong bao cta Hoi Sinh vien, udng mdt ngum bia va nhin vu vo qua nhitng t& ap phich - mbt bo trong duoc rao ban, kéu £oi
tay chay Barclays, mjt cudc hop da qua han cta dang Cong san Cach mang dé tng ho tho dao mo, budi thir vai cho v& Cudp bién Penzance - t6i dé y
thiy ban nhac Self-Inflicted va Meet Your Feet sip cong dién tai Frog va Frigate thir Ba tudn sau.

Va d6 1 lc i nhin thiy nd.

Trén bang thong béo, mdt ban photo tAm ap phich khé A4 mau do nhat c6 dong chir:

PHAN THI THACH THUC DAI HOC

DANH CHO BAN!

Phan biét duoc kich gia Sophocles vai triét gia Socrates?

Phén biét duge ban Ursa Minor véi dién vién Lee Majors?

Phén biét carpe drim véi Iénh habeas[3] corpus

Ban nghi 3 ban ¢6 du nang luc dé thach thie nhirng thanh nién c6 thye lyc?

Sao ban khong tham gia budi thi tuyén Théach thirc Pai hoc?

Xét tuyén qua bai thi viét ngfin (va vuil).

Gio an trua thir Sau, 1 gio dung,

Hoi Sinh vién, phong hop s6 6.

Yéu cau cam két. Khong chép nhén nhimng ké hroi biéng hay co hoi.

Chi danh cho nhing trf tué khon ngoan nhét.

[3] Tiéng Latin, khoanh khiic (carpe diem) va énh dinh quyén giam giir (habeas corpus).

N6 day roi. Chinh i n6. Théch thirc.

Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chuéng i, Pirg Poi duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.
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CAU HOI: Nghé st My da miu ndo tur goi minh 1 “ngudi chéim chi nhét trong gi6i kinh doanh giai tr” va 13 nguoi tién phong ctia dong nhac fink, ni
tiéng voi danh hi¢u “B6 gia nhac soul™?

TRA LOI: James Brown.

sksksk

D1eu khlen to1 4n trong manh nhét B mai toc cua ho; nhitng lon téc 16n, day, kho ché het nhur cay lia mi bi chét chy; phin toc cit ngang tran mémri
xubng giéng tamnnn, toc mai kiéu swon ctru gidng trong v kich héa trang vao go ubng tra ngay Chi nhat. B4 s& gian tai mat trude bt ky kiéu toc ndo
khong phai kiéu ngan-sau-va-hai-bén trong chirong trinh Top of the pops nhung néu ban xudt hién trong chuong trinh Théch thirc Pai hoc thi ban ¢6
quyén dé bat ky kiéu toc quai dan ndo ma ban mudn. Ctr nhu ho khdng lim sao cudng lai dugc, nhur thé kiéu dau dién khing do chi la sy phat t tiét thr
nang heong tinh than dur thira khong thé kiém soét, khac thuong kia ra bén ngoai. Glong nhu mdt nha khoa hoc mét tri, ban khong thé tré nén mén tiép
ma van con mong c6 durge méi toc gon ging, hodc thi hre kha kha, hay kha néng tir tim giit va an miic.


http://ebookfull.net

Con vé quan 4o; nhitng chiéc 4o dai mau d6 kiéu truyén thong Anh qudc cd xua, bi an, két hop véi ca vat hoa tiét ban phim duong cAm p di, nhitng ci
khin quang tw dan di vo tan, 4o khoac kiéu ngudi Afghanistan. Di nhién, khi ban i mt dira tré dang xem ti vi, moi ngudi trong déu s& c6 vé 1on tudi va
khi hdi turong lai thi ti cho 1 ho tré, vé nit 1y thuyét tinh bang nam trai dat, nhung néu ho tht sy hai muoi tubi thi d6 ciing 1a c4i kiéu hai muroi tudi ns
nhur sdu muroi hai. Chéc chéin khong c6 nét gi trén nhimg gurong it d6 cho thiy tudi tré, hodc nhura sdng hay sirc khoe tot. Thay vao d6 ho trong mét
moi, xanh xao, tiéutuyvi lo Fing, nfur thé dang d4u tranh véi strc ning ca tit ca cac thong tin d6 - chu ky nira phén ril ctia chét Tritium, ngudn gde cta
thuat ngit “quan su”, hai muroi s6 nguyén 6 dau tién, khuon van ciia bai tho xoné theo kiéu nha tho Y Petrarch - da iy di mdt phén lon stre Iyc ciia ho.

Di nhién, hai bb con t6i it khi tra 101 dtng, nhung diéu d6 khong thure sy quan trong, Pay khong phai 1 chuyén v6 van - khong phai viée cam thiy ty mén
va théa méin véi tit ca nhimg diéu ban da biét, day 1 cam gidc thiy minh hoan toan nhé bé trong vil tru ménh méng day ray nhimng diéu ma ban hoan
toan mi tit; diém ct 16i 1 theo ddi trong niém kinh sg, boi vi nd khién bd va t6i cho rang nhimg sinh vét ky la ndy duong nhu biét tubt. Hay hoi bat ky
cau nao: khéi lrong ctia Mt Troi la bao nhiéu? Tai sao ching ta lai & day? Vi tru c6 phai la v6 tan? Bi mit cta hanh phuc dich thue la gi? Va tham chi
néu ho khong biét cau tra 101 ngay tirc thi, ho cling c6 thé ban bac, thi thAm voi nhau, n6i khé, ri rim, va nghi ra mot cai gi ddy néu khong hoan toan chinh
x4c thi nghe van c6 vé gin ding,

Va ciing Chang sao khi ¢ nhimng thi sinh 5 rang la khong hoa nhp duoc voi xa hoi, hoi 16i thoi 1éch théch hay mat day tan nhang, hay la nhitng trinh nit
gia trude tudi, hodc trong vai truong hop trong that sy lp di, thi van & 1a dau d6 co mot noi ma nguoi ta tht sy blet tat ca nhitng diéu 4y, thich thi nAm
bit va say mé ndng nhiét voi mé tri thirc Ay, nghi ring né that quan trong va dang gi4, thé rdi mdt ngiy, bd bao, néu ti hoc hanh thyc sw, thue sw cham
chi, t0i ¢6 & ciing dén dugc do...

sksksk

“Mudn tham gia ha?” ¢6 i hoi.

T6i quay ngudi lai va thé c6 Chia, nang xinh dep dén ndi toi suyt nita danh roi ca lon bia.
“Mudn tham gia ha?”

Toi khong nghii minh timg dimg qué gain mot vé dep nhur thé. DAy di nhién 12 vé dep trong sach v, hodc c6 18 trong mot buec tranh, hodic mot canh tri,
gidng nhur trong chuyén da ngoai dia Iy dén dao Purbeck, nhung cho dén bay gior t6i van khong nghif i minh timg duoc trai nghiém vé dep chan chinh,
khong phai trong doi thue, mot ngudi 4m ap, diu dang, mot diéu gi 6 ban ¢6 thé cham vao, dii chi i trén Iy thuyét. Nang qua hoan hio dén ndi toi thue
sur chim bude khi gip nang, Co ngure t6i cing hét mirc va t6i phai nhc minh thé ra. Toi néi nghe ¢6 vé phéng dai thai qua, i biét, nhung nang qua that
trong gidng hét Kate Bush toc vang, tré trung

“Mubn tham gia ha?”” nang hoi.

“Hur?” t6i dp lai, nhanh nhur cét.

“Nghi cau du gioi khong?”” nang néi, hit cam vao tim ap phich.

Nhanh nao, ndi cai gi hom hinh di.

“A 4, t61 n6i mdt céch di dom, va nang mim cudi nhin t6i théng cam, hét mot co y ta tré t6t bung mim cudi voi Céu bé Voi

“Véy gap cau ngiy mai nhé?” nang ndi, rdi bo di. 'Nang mic do hoa trang, nhung rét khon khéo, véi sur di dom tuyét voi, tur tin va tinh t&, nang dac bict
thich b canh Gai lang choi Phap hang sang - chlec 4o soc den trang b6 sat, dai lung co dan cuia vil cong ba I, mau den, rong, vay mau chi den, quén tat
omsat. Hay d6 I tit dai nhi? Tat dai hay quan tat, tat dai hay quan tat, tat dai hay quén tat...

T6i 180 d&o theo nang sudt doc hanh lang, gitt mdt khoang cach an toan, dimg din 6 Y dang sau, va quan sat nang budc nhiing bude uyén chuyén, gidng
nhu Monroe budc ra tir dam hoi nu6e trong phim Some Like It Hot, tht dai hay quan tit, tt dai hay quan tit, r6i mdi khi nang budc qua mot canh cira
phong ngi thi lai ¢6 ai day tho dAu ra va ndi xin chio, rdi chio ban, 16i ban ¢6 khoe khong va ban nhin thét tuyét; nhung nang chi méi & day tim tiéng
dong hd, mdt ngy 1 t6i da, thé thi lim sao nang c6 vé nhur biét hét moi nguoi vay nhi?

Sau d6 nang vao bira tiéc, di bang qua dam dong cha xtr dang ha héc miéng va tién t6i dam con gai dang dimg chd ria san nhéy, kiéu con gai thich chay
theo mot xinh xéo, khé chiu thurong danh hoi thdy nhau va dan dim véi nhau. DJ dang choi ban “Tinh yéu hur hong”, khong khi trong phong dudng nhuw
tr nén t6i tim hon, suy dbi hon va san dudi tinh duc hon, va néu né khong giéng hét dugc voi Berlin thoi Cong hoa Weinmar thi it nhat ciing giong nhur v&
Cabaret[1] do d4m sinh vién dyr bi dai hoc & East Sussex dung lai. Toi dimg trong bong ti va quan sat. Toi phai suy nghi 1 rang néu mudn lim viée ndy
mot cach dung diin, va t6i ciing can nhiéu bia hon. T6i di mua lon thr sau. Hay thir bay nhi? Khong chéic nita. Ciiing ché sao.

[1] V& nhac kich im nim 1966 ctia san khau Broadway, ly bdi canh murde Prrc thdi Cong hoa Weimar.

Toi voi va quay lai, phong trudng hop nang di mét, nhung ning van dimg d6, bén ria san nhay v6i bd tr ctia minh, cudi dia nhu thé nang da biét ho ca
doi thay vi m6i chi mdt budi trra. Toi ¢ tao ra mdt vé niit nhéin nhd, chén nan buon cudi va hai lan dot pha vong vay, di dén gan nang véi vé tho 0, hy
vong nang s& tréng thay 61, chop Ky khuyu tay t6i m ndi, “Ké em nghe moi didu vé anh di, chang trai quyen ri.” Nang ching Am vdy, nén ti quyet dinh
dl vé hudng nang mot 1an nita. Toi Ep lai chuyén nay ¢6 & murdi bon hay muoi Em lan, nhung ning ching may may chi y gi dén t6i, nén t6i quyét dinh
tiép can truc dién hon. Toi di téi dimg sau lung nang,

Toi ding sau nang trong sudt ban nhac “Blue Monday” (Thir Hai budn) ctia New Order dugc ghi trén loai dia 30 xing ti mét. Cudi ciing, mot trong cac



¢6 ban moi ctia nang, ¢ gai mdi mong, it tam gidc v6i doi méit meo va mai toc cit ngin nhudm vang 6ng trong thay t0i va theo ban nang lién dt tay lén
tli xach, chiic ¢ ta nghi t6i dimg d6 voi y dinh chdmbop cua ai dAy. Vithé t6i bén toét miéng cuoi i dé trdn an, v mét 6 ta bit dau nhay lia lia voi ca
nhoém, va ¢ 18 ¢b ta da phat ra tin hiéu canh béo tin s cao hay dai loai nhur vy, vi cudi ctng ca nhom quay lai nhin to1, va bét thinh finh nang Kate Bush
toc vang dimg ngay d6, khubn mit xinh dep chi cach mt t6i ¢6 hai phan rudi. Lic nay toi van con sang subt nén iy hét stre binh sinh, t6i ndi: “Xin
chao!”

Piéu ndy chéing lim nang thich tha nhur t61 da hy vong, vi nang chi néi “Chao” va sép sira quay lung lai vi 61

“Chiing ta d4 gip 10i sao dy nhi? Vira moi nly? O hanh lang?”” t6i Eip bép.

Khuon mit néng ngdy ra. Di vira udng nhicu bia, nhung miéng t0i kho va dinh lai, nhur thé nuée miéng da b lim diic lai béng bt ngd, nén toi liém mdi va
ndi, “Cau da hoi td 1a cd6 mudn tham gia khong? Thach thire Pai hoc ay?”

“A, dung rdi,” nang tra 11, va quay lai, nhung miy dira ban ciia nang d4 tan ra, chiic ho cam thdy c6 chuyén giita ching t6i, va cudi cting chi con tro troi
lai chiing t6i, nhu dinh ménh da an bai.

“Dicu mia mai 1 t6 thyc sy 1 mdt cha xir day!” toi ndi.

“Ha?” Nang ghé lai gan hon, va t6i chop Iy co hi dat ban tay Ién tai nang, rdi dé n6 6t nhe Ién cai diu déng yéu ctia nang,

“T6 that sw 1a mdt cha xir dAy!” t6i hét lén.

“Thét khong?”

“Gico?”

“Mot cha xr?”

“Khdng, t6 khong phai a cha xir.”

“T6 nghil cau da noi cau Ia cha xr ma?”

“Khong, t& khong phai...”

“Thé thi cau da noi gi ha?”

“A, ding rdi, ¥ 16 1, & 4, ding rdi, da ndi, & | mdt cha xtr, ding vy, nhung t6, n6i dua thoi ma!”

“0. Xin 163, t6 khong hiéu...”

“Nhén tién, t& Ia Brian!” Durng hoang chu...

“Chao Brian...” v nang bit dau nhin quanh tim cc c¢6 ban. Ctr tiép tuc di, tiép tuc di ndo...

“Tai sa0? Trong t& giéng mdt cha xtr m ha?!” t6i hoi.

“Té khong biét. Mot chit xiu, chic vdy...”

“O! Thé &! Thé thi cam on nhé! Cam on nhidu.” Liic ny ti dang vo lamra ve gidn dir, hai tay khoanh cao trude nguc, b gang lamnang cuoi, cb ging
tao ra mot 101 n6i diia di dom va vo tur. “Mot cha xir ho! Thé thi cam on cu nhicu im! Trong truong hop d6, ciu trong giong mot... gidng mit gai ling
choi dich... dich thure!”

“Gico?”

Nang chic khong nghe thiy t6i noi rdi, vi nang khong cudi, nén tdi bén cao giong,

“Mot GAI LANG CHOI! Cau trong gidng hét gai diém! Mot gai diém hang sang, cau nghe chura...”

Nang mim cudi véi toi, mot ny cudi rit nhe, phang phét sw khinh bi, va néi, “Cau khong phién chir, Gary, t6 mudn di... kinh khing ”

“Puoc roi! Gap lai cdu sau!” nhung nng da di mat, dé ti & lai v6i i cam gidc mo mo ho hd rang moi viée 1§ ra da 6 the tt hon. L& ndo nang cam
thay bi xtic pham, 6 rang t6i da néi voi giong bong duia co' ma nhi? Nhung lam sao nang bict d6 la giong bong dua, néu nang khong quen voi giong ndi
binh thrdng cua t6i? Ciing c6 the bay gio nang chi nghi la t61 6 giong ndi budn cuoi thoi? Con Gary I tén quai nao? Toi dimng nhin nang di vé huéng nha
V¢ sinh, c6 di€u nang chi di xa nhat 1a téi san nhdy, nang dung lai d6, thi thim vao tai mt c6 gai khac, 161 ho déu pha Ién cudi. Vay ra nang khong can di
nha v€ sinh gi ca. Nha v€ sinh chi la mit tro bip bom

R&i ning bt dau nhay. Ho dang choi bai “Love Cat” (Mo tinh yéu) ctia nhém The Cure, va dé thé hién 1o bai hat mot cach di domva sau sic, nang
dang nhdy hoi giong mdt con meo, tao ra vé chan churong va xa cach va mém déo, mot canh tay thinh thoang dua én trén dau giong nhwr, trm, nhu mét



d6i tai meo! Nang 1a vil cong tha vi nhat trén thé giéi! Bay gio nang dé tay dudi cm giong nhur hai mong vubt nho, “Love Cat” dich thi | bai hat dwoc
danh riéng cho nang, va nangthét sur xinh dep mot cach tuyét voi, tuyét voi, curc tuyét voi, va toi chot ndy ra mdt y tirdng, mot ké hoach tuyét voi boi su
don gian va tai tinh, khong thé that bai, va t6i ngac nhién sao minh lai khong nghi ra sém hon.

Khiéu vii! Toi s tan tinh ning béing khiéu vii hién dai.

Dfa nhac (’101 bai, do a ban “Sex Machme” (Co m:ly Sex) cua James Brown, VO‘l t01 thi ciing t5t thoi, vi gior day t61 dang thuc su cam thay hao hu’ng nhu
cung cha sao. O noi sap dén, t01 s& khong cAn lon bia. Toi bit du thure hién mot s6 dong tac khoi dong ¢ ria san nhay, tru6e tién phai cén than, nhtmg
t61 mirng vi d@ mang doi giay bang da khong thudc nay thay cho d6i Green Flash, vi dé gidy bang gitp t6i truot thoai mi trén san lat g6, cam thiy tay
chan nhe nhang va linh hoat. Ri thi thin trong, gidng nhur lic quay lai sén trurot bang, t6i bam chit vao twong, can thin tim duong 1én san nhéy, kron k

xung quanh nang,

Nang dang nhay trong nhom nh6 ném nguoi ctia nang, ding kin nhu bung, nhu mot d01 hinh phong thil vitng vang ma bo binh La M sir dung dé day ki
nhitng ké thi man rg. C6 gal mét mo thiy t01 trude, co ta phét tin hiéu canh béo tin s6 cao, thé nang Kate Bush Toc Vang lién phé v d6i hinh, quay
ngudi, trong thiy toi thi lidn nhin théing vao mét toi, toi lién chop ngay Jy tin hiéu d6, dé amnhac dan dat, rdi nhay nhu trude gios chira bao gio dugc
nhdy.

To6i nhay nhu thé cude doi minh phy thude vao diéu nhay do, can mdi dudi mit cach quyén rii, ddy vira 1a tin hiéu goi tinh vira dé thu hit sw cha ¥, rdi
nhin thing vao it nang, tao bao, vira du tao bao dé nang chot da quay di. Ma nang quay di that. Thé nén toi lu6t nhe sat bén nang, thu hit lai anh nhin
cua nang, va nhay hét strc Irc. Toi nhay nhu thé dang mang Giay D6, ma sau dé 61 nghi ¢6 & minh ding, 6 I& do 1 Vlnlnmgcalquanay, nhing cai
quan ma me da dua t0i, nhitng cai Quén Po, nhung du 1 gi di nira, t0i dang nhay giong James Brown, t6i ¢6 nhac fink va soul va mot chiéc i moi, toi
13 ngudi chiim chi nhét trong gi6i kinh doanh giai tri, t6i i mdt cd may duoc tao riéng cho myc dich sex, truot va xoay 360 do, 720 do va dén gidr c6 mot
lan 13 810 d9, cti xoay Am mit t6i quay ra hudng khac, va t6i loang choang mét phirong huéng, nhung ciing chang hé gi vi James Brown dang hat “dem
16 dén cai cau[2] nén ti ciing vy, t0i demno dén cai cau, bat ké do Ia noi ndo dinira, va trén duong dén cai cau, tay toi lan Ién ¢d va boc toac miéng
bia cimg miu tring voi diéu b xiic pham t6n gido c6 t6 chirc mdt cach tréing tron, 16i ném manh xudng san, vao gitta mdt nhom nguoi gior da dimg thanh
mHt vong tron bao quanh i, dang vd tay va cudi dia va chi trd vao t6i v sur kinh ngac cing thén phuc, khi toi xoay tron ctii ngudi cham xudng san,
chibc a0 khodc mong bay tur do sau lung. Cap kinh cua t6i bi hoi nure lam cho hoi mo, nén t6i khong nhin thiy khuon mit cta Kate Bush trong d4m
dong, chi thoang thy mdt ¢6 gai Do Théi toc den, hay cau git, tén Rebecca thi phai, nhung gio muon ngimg nhay thi cling da mudn, vi James Brown
dang bao t6i lc thir hai ra tién[3], Fic thir hdira tién ciia t0i, va toi phai mét mot phit suy nghi vi t6i cling khong chiic thir hai ra tién ctia minh 12 c4i g.
Péu toi chang? Khong, mong toi, chac 101, thé 1 t6i lic Ay Fic dé theo kiéu hay nhit c6 thé, viy md hdi vao dam dong vy quanh, hét nhu mdt con chd
w6t sting, va roi bét thinh linh mdt tiéng kén cor vang 1én va bai hat két thic va toi

[2] Take it to the bridge! - 101 bai hat.

[3] Shake your money maker - 101 bai hat “Sex Machine”.
Thi.

Kiét stre.

Téi tim khuon it nang trong dam dong dang hoan ho, nhung ning chic pén dadi r6i. Khong viéc gi phai lo ling, Diéu quan trong 14 d4 tao dwoc 4n
tuong. Chung t6i s€ lai cham mét nhau, ngay mai, lic mjt gio trura, tai budi so tuyén Thach thirc.

Gid thi diéu slow mia mai, chim choc dang bt dau trdi én, bai “Careless Whisper”” (Loi thi tham bat can), nhung moi nguoi néu khong tho o thi cling da
qué say nén khong ra nhay nita, vay nén toi quyét dinh vé di ngi. Trén 16i ra doc theo hanh lang, i vao nha vé sinh va Iy vat 4o lau sach md hoi dic
quénh trén cap kinh dé nhin khu6n mét minh phan chiéu 6 hon trong chiéc gwong phia trén bon tiéu. Chiéc 40 so mi ctia toi wét md hdi dinh chit vao da
va niit 4o bi bt tung dén tan rén, con toc 161 bét dinh vao tran, va mau thi don c4 1én dau, cu thé 1 én miy cai mun trimg cé, nhung toi V2~11’1 nghi minh
trong khd 6 6n néu nhin tong thé. Bay gio can phong cr xoay mong mong, nén t6i 4p trdn Ién cai gwong ¢ trude mit dé ¢b dinh dau khi di tiéu, va tir mdt
budng vé sinh toa ra mili khoi can sa va phét ra hai giong cudi ric rich nho nho. Roi o tleng xa bon cau, va hai ¢o gai lang choi bude ra, mjt c6 mit uGt
nhep, dang kéo lai chiéc vay thé thao khiic con cau, con kia a mdt anh chang choi bong bau duc vai rong miic bo db gia gai king choi. Cé hai déu bi son
mdi lem nhem khip mét. Ho nhin t6i thach thirc, thach t6i d4m md miéng ché bai, nhung long t6i gios ddy ngép tran cam giac han hoan, dammé va tinh
yéu cua tudi tré ndng ndL, vui sudng, thang hoa, nén toi curdi voi ho mot cach my mi. “Piéu mia mai 1A t6 thue sy b mot cha xa déy!” 01 noi.

“O, vay thi xéo di,” anh ching quét.
Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chuéng i, Dirng Poi duoc tai mién phi tai ww.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon ¢ Ebook Full(cham)Net.
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CAU HOI: Tép tho s chin thuée Khiic dao d4u ctia Wordsworth ¢ mdt i ¢6 vit: “Binh minh dén nma con séng 1 hanh phiic tot cing,..”?
TRA LOT: Nhung toi tré moi thit 1 thién dudng

skkk

Khi binh minh ctia mdt ngay moi dén, that dang budn khi nd ciing giéng binh minh ciia ngay cil.

Thim chi con khong phai 1 binh minh, by gio da 10 gio 26 phut sang. Toi nghi hom dAu tién minh s& thire day tran tré sinh e, khon ngoan va hiing hai
hoc tap, nhung thay vao do6 t6i van giong thuong I€; xau 1, tur caim ghét minh, budn non, va mo hd cam thiy 1 e thire day thurong khong nén trong tinh
trang thé nay.

Toi ciing hoi byc vi 1 rang ai d6 da vao phong khi t6i dang ng, nhét ni vao miéng t6i va sau d6 dong déu Ién dau toi. T6i dau nhire khi cir dong, nén
danh ndm nghi mot 14t va dém xem da bao nhiéu dém lién tiép minh di ngii trong con say, va tinh ra con s ang chimg khoang 103. Va con s6 ndy dang I8
con 16n hon néu nhur khong phai trude ddy c6 1an t6i b viém amidan. Toi tinh dén kha ning ¢ 18 minh mic chimg nghién reou. Thinh thoang t6i ¢6 nhu
cau xac dinh ban than I nguoi nay hay nguoi khéc, va nhiéu lan trong doi t hoi minh ¢6 phai ki ngudi Goth, ngwoi dong tinh luyén 4i, ngwoi Do Théi,
ngudi Cong giao hay mdt ngudi bi rdi loan than kinh, hodc gia t6i 1 con nudi, tim c6 mot 16 hong, hay c6 kha ning dich chuyén do vét bang sirc manh y
chi khong, va that budn lim sao, toi thudong xuyén rit ra két luan ring toi ching 14 ai trong s6 d6 ca. Thue té thi t6i hoan toan khong phai bt ctr thir gi.
Toi tham chi con khong phai la mdt “tré m6 co1”, khong phai theo ding nghia den cia 16, nhung “ké nghién ruou’” nghe van c6 vé hop nhat. Con tir no
khéc dé chi mot dém ndo ciing di ngi khi dang say xin? Mac dii vy, nghién nrou ¢ 1§ ciing khong phéi i diéu xAu xa nhét trén doi nay; it nhit mt nira
s6 nguoi trong dbng buu thiép dan trén bure tudng dau giwdng toi déu 1 sau ruou nhung khong duge dé ruou anh hudng dén hanh vi hay su nghiép hoc
hanh ctia minh.

Hodc ciing ¢6 thé 1 t6i da doc quéa nhiéu tiéu thuyét chang, Trong tiéu thuyet nhitng ké nghién ruou luon hap danva hai hude va duyén dang va phire
tap, nhu 1 Sebastian Flyte hay Abe North trong Cudc tinh bo di[1], va ho uong ruou chi vi ni tim chim d&m trong n01 i budn sau tham, khong thé ngubi
ngoai, hoic do di chimg ctia Chién tranh Thé gi6i thir Nhat, trong khi t6i udng ruou chi vi toi khat, va vi t6i qua ngu ngde khong biét khi ndo nén ngimg
lai. Xt cho cing, khé niing 1 t6i khong thé d6 161 viée nghién nrou cho cude chién Falklands[2] duroc.

[1] Tender Is the night, tiéu thuyét ctia Scot Fitzgerald. Mot s6 ngudn khéc dich B Bém diu dang hoc Diu dang 1 dém

[2] Cudc chién tranh kéo dai hai thang ma khong c6 tuyén chién gitta Argentina va Virong qudc Anh vao nim 1982, két qua I e luong Argentina thAt
bai va phai rit quan.

Va chic chan t6i bdc i ke nghién ruou. Chi chura day hai muroi bon tiéng dong hd, can phong moi bit dau cé mii. PO 1 cai mii “con trai” ma me da
1n6i - Amam va chua, glong nhu mii ctia mét sau cai dong hd deo tay. M do béc ra tir dau nhi? Co ding 1 boc ra tir minh khong? Ng01 trén gurong, toi
thiy cai 40 so mi méc ti qua nam trén san nha gin do, van con w6t nhep md hoi. Ngay ca cai 4o len ciing am am. Mot ky trc bi che lap bét chot loe Ién
trong dau toi... mot diéu gi d6 vé... khiéu vii? Téi lai niim xudng kéo cai chén 1ong vit trim Ién dau.

Cubi cung, chinh cai giwong futon da 16i toi day. T6i qua nd ' dudng nhur da co lai, va t6i co thé cam thy céi san nha ctmg, lanh o doc theo xwong song,
den noi bay g0 to1 glong nhu dang nam trén mot cai khén tim 16n 4m w6t bi dé trong tii nhira subt mot tudn 18 vay. Toi ngdi trén ria ném, chéng cam lén
@bi, uc khap tli quan tim vi. N6 déy 101, nhung that déng 10 khi trong d6 chi con mdt td 5 bang va 18 xu k. S tién ndy s& gitip t6i Cam cu trong ba
ngiy, cho dén thir Hai tuan sau. T6i qua thire ra minh da ubng bao nhiéu nhi? Roi, lay Chiia, 16 lai 16e 1én, nhimg ky trc biche 1ap, n6i bong bong 1én mat
nuée glong nhu mdt cai rim trong bon tim. Khiéu vii. T6i nho da nhay mia gitta mot dam dong. Nhung lim sao lai thé duoc, Vi t6i thudng nhay giéng
nhu mic chimg kinh phong, mé nhitng ngudi nay lai dang cudi rdi v3 tay va reo ho.

Va 1di t6i chot nhén ra, ranh ranh dén mirc khing khiép, sur thét ring trang phéo tay chi a mia mai.

sk

Toa nha Hoi Sinh vién 1 mot khdi bé tong xAu xi pho trurong chéng chit nhitng vét & do nuréc mira dé lai, ndm lac Iong chéing khéc ndo mdt céi ring sau
giita mot ddy nha kiéu Georgia dep da. Sang nay dong ngudi tAp nap di vao dira tir canh cira ty dong, don ¢ hodc theo nhimg nhémnho sét rat bén
nhitng ngudi ban than cii, vi day 1 ngiy cudi ctia Tuin I& Tan Sinh vién, va khong c6 tiét hoc ndo cho dén thir Hai. Thay vao d6, homnay I co hoi dé
ching t6i gia nhap cac HoL.

Toi gia nhap Hoi Tiéng Phap, Hoi Phim anh, Hoi Van hoc, Hi Tho ca, va 1 chi1 biit ctia ba t tap chi sinh vién: to Scribbler vin churong bay bong, to
Tattle tho tuc, bét kinh va t& By Lines nghiém tiic, van dong chinh tri, theo canh ta. Toi con dang ky vao ca Hoi Phong T6i (“Hay gia nhdp cing ching t6i
dé xem ban rira ra c4i gil”) mic di toi chang ¢6 cai may anh nao, va sau 6 toi con dinh bung dang ky vao Hoi Nit sinh, nhung khi xép hang ¢ ban déng
ky ctia ho t6i bt gip ci nhin trimg trimg d6i du ctia mot nguwdi trong glong nhu Gertrude Stein[3] va bt dau tw hoi viéc tham gia vao Hoi Nit sinh ¢6
1& 1 mdt nd Iyre qua gian nan chiing, Trude kia ¢6 1an t6i timg pham sai lamnay 101, trong chuyen da ngoai ctia truong di thim Bao tang Victoria va
Albert, khi thiy mot bang hiéu ghi “Phy nit”, 61 ctr trong do 14 noi trung bay vé sy thay d6i vai tro ctia phu nit trong xi hoi, nhung rét cude thi hoa ra lai
dimg trong nha vé sinh nit. Cudi cling t6i quyet dinh bo qua Hoi Nit sinh, vi méc di toi chéic chin un ting hd phong trio giai phong nir quyén nhung toi
hoan toan khong ty tin 1 minh tham gia khong phai chi dé gip con gai.

[3] 1874-1946: nha van nit ngudi M§. Ba sdng hiu hét cude doi tai Phép va 3 mdt trong cic nhan vat tiéu biéu ctia triao Iwu hién dai trong vin hoc My
giai doan 1914-1945.

Toi 6t nhanh qua nhig chiée 4o len dai tay mau nhat, khudn mit tuoi tré ctia Hoi Cau 16ng, phong khi c6 ngudi lat tAy t01, sau do vay tay voi Josh
dang bi bao quanh bdi dam ban be xép hang dang ky vao Hoi Quy tdi Lurc ludng hay cai gi day, dai khai I lién quan dén trugt tuyet va nhiu nhet va



quéy r6i con i va quan diém canh hitu cyre doan.

T6i ciiing quyét dinh khong tham gia Hoi Kich nghé. Gidng nhur Hoi Nit sinh, ddy 1 cach kha tot dé & bén céc ¢ gii, nhung t& & chd d6 chi la trd bip
bom dé phinh pho ban dién mdt vér kich. Hoi Kich nghé s& dién vo Charle’s Aunt, v& Antigone clia Sophocles va Equus trong hoc ky nay, va toi biét
chic 1 minh s& chi duoc phan nhiing vai nhu mdt thanh vién trong nhom ddng ca Hy Lap mic nhitng | tAm trai girong bi x¢é rach 10i ddng thanh Ia to qua
cai mit na im tir gidy bdi, hodc 1 mot trong nhitng ké ngde tdi nghiép trong vo Equus bo ca budi chiu mic quin 4o nit ctia din mia ba 16 va doi cai
dAu ngra Am bing moc 4o. Thé nén, Hoi Kich nghé a, cam on nhung xin kiéu. Hon nita, xin chia sé 1 t6i d timg dong vai chiia Gié-su trong v& Phiic
4m hodi naim hoc cudi, va khi ban timg bi danh roi va déng dinh trudc toan trurdng mot 1§n, ban s& khong thyre hién cai viée khon ngoan dy & bat cir dau
nita. Tone va Spencer cudi ngt sudt vor dién va hét to “Nira! Nita di” sudt mén danh bon muroi roi, nhung moi ngudi lai néi canh d6 that cam dong,
Khi nghi minh da diing ky du cac hoi, t6i di tho than trong phong tim¢6 gai bi an toi qua, du chi Chiia moi biét t6i s& lam gi néu €ip lainang. Chéc chin
khong phai khiéu vil. Toi di hai vong quanh sanh phong tap thé duc, nhung khong thiy bong dang nang déu, thé nén t6i di Ién Jiu dén cin phong dién ra
vong loai cudc thi Théch thire, chi dé bao dam la dén phong ding gio. Chic chén 1 phong nay 161, tAm 4p phich dan trén ctra; Cudc thi Thach thirc Pai
hoc ctia ban. Chi danh riéng cho nhitng trf tué khon ngoan. “Mubn tham gia ha?” nang da hoi thé t6i qua. “C6 khi gip cau & d6 ciing nén?” ning da ndi
thé. Nang c6 n6i nghiém tic khong nhi? Va néu ding nhur vay, nang dang & dau? Toi dén som ca tiéng dong hd, vi vy t6i quyét dinh lai hoi trrong, di tim
thém mdt vong nira.

Pang xubng lau thi t6i cham mit ¢6 gai Do Thai toc den t6i qua & cau thang; Jessica, phai khong nhi? C6 nang dang dimg cling mt d4m con trai giy
nhom, xanh xao & Harringtons va miic quan jean den 6m sat chan, dang phét td roi cho dang Lao dong Xa hoi Chii nghiia va tat ca déu tréng gidn dir,
nhung v6i tinh than két lién doén, 6i tién dén gan ndi, “Xin chao, dong chil”

“Chao budi sang, chan nhip nhay,” c6 nang I nhé, liéc nhin ban tay dang ném chit ciia t6i, khéng vui vé chit ndo, ciing ding thdi, vi cé gi dau ni vui.
C0 nang quay lai véi viéc phat to roi. “To nghi Hoi Khiéu vii dau d6 dang kia kia.”

“Oi Chuia o1, diéu nhay do that sy & im ha?”
“N6i don gian thi t& hoan toan tin a nén dé mot cay bit chi vio giira hai ham ring cau dé cau khong tur can dirt ludi minh ra.”

T6i cudi tir ché bai minh, va Fic dau, theo kiéu toi-bi-dién, nhumg ¢6 nang khong cudi nén t6i bén noi, “Cau biét khong, cude doi day t& hai diéu; thir
nhat I3 khong nhdy mia khi say xin!”... Im lang,.. “Thét ra, t& dang ty hdi khong bict t& co the lay mit to roi khdng?”

C6 nang nhin t6i td mod, bi thu hut boi s sau sic tiém an cta t6i rdi day.

“Cau c6 chic i t& khong phi pham gidy khong?”

“Hoan toan khong phi.”

“Thé ciu da I thanh vién ctia mdt dang phai chinh tri nao chua?”

“Um, chu biét déy. Phong trao PAu tranh Gidi trir Vi khi Hat nhan!”.

“Déy ma I dang phai chinh trj 4.”

“Véy ra cau khong nghi chinh sach qubc phong ki mot vén dé chinh tri w?”” Toi dép, thich thi véi cach noi nghe ¢6 vé dao to bua lon.

“Chinh trj I kinh té, thuantuyva don gian. Nhitng nhom hoat dong chi vi myc dich duy nhét, gay stic ép voi chinh pht nhu Phong trao Péu tranh Giai trir
Vi khi Hat nhén hay T6 chirc Qudc té vi mbi trudng dong vai tro quan trong va hop phap, nhung phat biéu ring ca heo to 1on va tdt tinh, hay nan tn sat
bang vii khi hat nhan 1 ghé tom thi khong phai la quan diém chinh tri, cai ddy 1 hién nhién. Ngoai ra, trong mot thé ché x3 hoi chi nghiia chan chinh, quan
d0i s€ ty dong bi tudc quyen...”

“Gidng nhur & Nga Ay 4?” t6i hoi.

Aha!

“Nga dau phai 1a mdt mrde xa hoi chi nghiia thyre syr.”

Oi gioi...

“Hay Cuba?” t61 hoi

Tring phoc!

“0, theo ¥ cau vy. Thi gibng nhur & Cuba.”

“Thé thi t6 cho i Cuba khong c6 quin doi phai khong?”” t6i hoi.



Mot kham pha hay ho.

“Thyc ra cing khong han, nhung ching d4ng ké néu xét trong frong quan voi tdng san hrong quoc gia. O Cuba, sau phin trim tién thué dwoc chi cho
quoc phong, so v6i bén muroi phén trim & M3.” C6 nang chic hin dang théu dét nhimg con o do. Pén 6 6ng Castro ciing chua chac biét chuyén nay.
“Néu khong phai chiu sir de doa thurdng xuyén ctia My thi dét mrde d6 tham chi khong can chi dén sau phin trim. Hay cAu mudn ndm thao thirc ca dém
lo s¢ bi Cuba xam hroc?”

C6 vé hoi tré con thai qua khi budc t§i c6 nang théu dét chuyén do, nén t6i chi ndi, “Vay t& léy mdt t0 101 c6 duogc hay khdng nao?”’ va co nang mién
cudng dua cho t6i mdt to.

“Néu cau mubn duoc ni that hon dy ma, thi dang Lao dong & dang kia. Hay cau cir lam dén noi dén chén 1 gia nhap dang Bao tha luon di.”

C6 nang n6i nhur tat vao mit, khién toi mit mot lic moi hiéu duoe, rdi trong khi t6i dang nghi xem nén n6i g, ¢6 nang quay lung lai voi 01, quay sang
phia khéc va tiép tuc phat to roi. Toi mudn dit tay 1én vai co ning, xoay nguoi c6 nang lai ma noi: “Pung c6 quay lung lai voi nguoi ta thé chir, do dan
ba con gai khé tinh, co chap, tur cao tur dal, boi vi chinh cong viée ctia b t6i, du it di nhleu, da gibt chét ong 4y, vAy nén dimg c6 1én 16p cho t6i vé
Cuba, béi vi dat khodat t6i hidu 1 v& su bat cong xa hdi xay ra ngay dudi niii toi hon hin cdu va toan by dam tr§11 truong My thuat cua' cau, rat mot bon
tur san.” Va t6i suyt ndi ra di€u d6, ndi han ra, nhung rot cude t6i da chon cach ndi khac, “Cau nén nhan ra 1a hién nhién néu céu rit ngan tén hdi cua cau,
nd chi thanh ra la Ho1 Hoil”

C6 nang quay sang t0i, that cham rai, nheo mét lai va noi, “Nay. Néu cau that sy nhiét tinh va héing say voi viée phan ddi nhimg gi Thaher dang lam voi
dat nuoe nay thi cau nén tiép tuc kién tri. ‘Nhung nguoc lai néu cu chi quan tam dén viéc dua ra mot 16 1oc nhitng chuyén cudi du tri va méy cau binh
luén rdng tuéch thi t& nghil ching t6 ¢6 thé xoay x& m khong can c6 cau, cam on nhidu!”

Dinhién, ¢6 ning ding. Sao t6i lic ndo nghe ciing ¢6 vé bong lon va thiéu thuyét - phuc khi néi vé chinh trj thé nhi? Téi khong cam thiy mia mai vé chuyén
do. Toinghi vé viée o ging gidi bay cho ¢6 nang biét, chi bang mdt cudc trao dbi thong minh phihop v6i nhirng nguoi trrdng thanh, nhung lai c6 mot
cudc cii v nhé nd ra gitta mdt trong miy anh chang giy nhom nic do jean den va mdt cu & Déu tranh Giai cip, nén t6i nghii tdt hon i nén di cho rdi.
Ban dang doc truyén Nhén Chuéng Di, Pimg Doi dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 7
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CAU HOI: Puge nha tam Iy hoc ngudi Birc William Stern phét minh ra, hé s gly tranh cai néo lic dau duge dinh nghiia B thwong s clia tudi trf tug mot
nguroi chia cho tudi thre t€ cta ngurdi d6, nhan voi 100?

TRA LOL: 1Q

skkesk

Toi di Ién Jau dén phong hop s6 6, mdt thanh nién cao 1o can ddi dang !96 tri ban ghé trong phong thi, d6 khoang ba muroi ban, ¢6 bd dang ling xang
ctia nguoi lam viée van phong. Anh ta rd rang I Ion tu6i hon 61, him mot him hai gi 6, cao va vira van trong chice 4o len dai tay ¢ in tén trrdng dai
hoc mau do tia, da rim néng, dep trai, vé diém tinh, mai téc ngan mau vang hoe hoe do chai gon gang, ki€u toc trong nhur vira duoc duc khudn tir mot
mieéng nhya. T6i nhin anh ta mdt hoi qua tdm clra kinh. Anh ta tréng nhu mot phi hanh gia, néu nude Anh c6 phi hanh gia, hodic mdt Nhan vat Hanh dong
khong c6 vé dang s¢. Dicu lam t6i ban khoan ¢ anh ta Ia t6i nhé hinh nhu d2 thay anh ta & dau r6i thi phai...

Anh ta da nhin théy 161, nén t6i bén tho dAu vao phong lich sy hdi, “Xin 16i, day c6 phai la phong thi Thach thirc Paih...?”

“Dit ngodn tay Ién chudng dé tra 161, cu hoi khoi dong dau tién ciia cau - cau c6 thé doc bién béo khong?”

[3 6Du (.)C X 2

“Trén do viét gi?”

“Phong hop sb 6, mdt gios trura.”

“Bay gior b miy gio?”

“12 go 45.”

“Vay t6i coi d6 1a tra 16i cho cau hoi ctia cdu duge khong?”


http://ebookfull.net

“Téi cho Ia vay.”

T]lé 13 t6i ngdi chdr ngoéli cura va khoi dong bang cach hrét qua mdt s6 danh sach trong dau; cdc vi vua va cac nit hoang Anh, bang tudn hoan cac nguyén
t0 hoa hoc, cac doi tong thong MY, dinh ludt nhiét dong, cac hanh tinh ctia HE Mat Trdi, chi dé dé phong thoi; kY thudt lim bai kim tra can ban. Toi
kiém tra tlﬁy minh ¢6 mang theo mot cay but chi va but bi, mjt miéng khin gidy, mbt hop keo Tic-Tac, va doi nhing thi sinh khac xudt hién. Sau mudi
phit t6i van 1 thi sinh duy nhét c6 mit & chd nay, thé 13 t6i ngdi d6 nhin sdm soi cai gi ngbi 6 ban gido vién trong khi anh ta phan loai va kep ghim cac s
thi mt cach kha nghiém nghi. T6i doan anh ta chiic phai co vi tri kha cao trong ban tuyén chon Thach thirc Pai hoc, va hin dang choang vang véi thir
quyén han de€ khién ngudi ta say sua ndy, nhung t6i phai chiém duge cam tinh ctia anh ta nén diing 12 gio 58, khdng sém hon, t6i dimg 1én bude vao
phong.

“Bay gio vao dugc chua?”

“Puge. Ciu cb thé bude vao. Co bao nhidu ngudi & ngoai d6 cling voi cau?”” anh ta néi, khong thém ngude 1én nhin,

“Um... khong ai hay sao 4y?”

“That khong?” Anh ta nhin ra phia sau t6i, boi vi 1 rang la t6i khong dang tin. “Oi ghet tht! Nam 1983 lai tai hién.”” Anh ta tac ludi va tho dai, 10i ngdi
1én mép ban, cam ]ay mot bia kep 10 s0, sau d6 nhin t6i tir diu xuong chan do xét, liéc nhin khuon miit t, trude khi dung lai diém cach mdt bén mit toi
ba muroi xang ti mét, anh ta cd I thich nhin cho d6 hon. “Nay cau, t6i la Patrick. Tén cau la gi?”’

“Brian Jackson.”

‘LNém rréyf?”

“Nam dau! Méi dén hom qua!”

Tac ludi va tho dai. “Chuyén nganh?”.

“Y anh 14 t6i dang hoc c4i gi 4y ha?”

“Cau nghi sao cling duoc.”

“Van hoc Anh.”

“Chia oi, thém mdt ngudi nita! Thé thi it ra cau ciing khong hoan toan phi pham ba ndm trong doi cau.”
“Xin 104, toi...”

“Chuyén gi da Xy ra cho tit ca cac nha toan hoc, d6 chinh I diéu ti mudn biét. Tat ca cac nha hoa sinh? Tét ca nhimg k¥ su co khi? Khong nghi ngd gi
nita, nén kinh té dang chuén bi xudng ddc; moi nguoi déu biét phép 4n du 1 gi, nhung ching ai c6 thé xdy dung mdt nha méy dién ca.”

T61 bét cudi, xong nhin lai xemanh ta c6 phai dang dua khong, nhung anh ta khong dua. “Toi c6 chirmg chi A khoa hoc!” t6i ndi, t6 ra canh giac.
“That a? Mon gi?”

“Vat ly va Hoa hoc.”

“Thé thi cau ddy rdi! Mot Anh chang Phuc hung! Dinh luat thir ba v& chuyén dong ciia Newton I gi?”

O, anh ban, anh phéi c6 ging hoi kho hon thé chir...

“Phan lyc ¢6 cling d6 16n va nguoc chiéu véi luc tac dong,” t6i tra loi.

Phin (mg cta Patrick cing ¢ cling mitc d0 va nguoc chidu gibng nhur vAy; mt cai nhiu may kho chiu thong qua, trude khi anh ta quay lai nhin vao
cuon so ghi chép.

“Truong?”
“Gico?”

“T6i hoi “trudng gi?” Toa nha to. Xay bang gach, ¢6 gido vién trong do ay...”
“T6i hiéu cau hoi, nhung chi Iy im la 4 tai sao anh mubn biét?”

“Thé thi thoi, Trotsky( 1], cau d n6i 1 ¥ cau roi. Cau co dem bt theo khong? Tot. Gidy lam bai dy, va mot phit nita t0i s& & clng cu.” Khi t6i chon
cho ngdi gan cudi phong thi hai ngudi nita dén tir phia sau. “A, ky binh!” Patrick noi.

[1] Trotsky Ia mdt nha Iy ludn cach mang Bon sé vich va Mac xit, bi dua ra khoi Bang Cong san va truc xuAt khoi Lién X6 sau khi inh dao mdt cude



dAu tranh ctia canh ta d6i lap chéng lai cac chinh séch va sy thing tién ctia Joseph Stalin trong nhitng niim 1920 ciing nhur tinh trang quan lidu ngity cang
tang tai Lién X0 nhung that bai.

Pdng doi tiém ning dau tién, mot co gai Trung Quoc gy ra mjt chit xdo dong, vi cd 4y hinh nhur ¢6 mdt con ghu tric bam trén lung. Nhin k§ va gin
hon thi moi phat hién ra d6 khong phai la con gau tric bang xuong bang thit ma 3 mdt ci ba 16 duoc thiét ké doc déo! Toi cho i n6 thé hién mdt s hai
huée hoi ky quiic, nhung mot cude thi kién thire tong quét cao cAp, nghiém tic nay. Du sao dinira, nghe ttr cude ndi chuyén cua ¢6 voi Patrick thi t6i
biét ¢6 tén | Lucy Chang, sinh vién ndm hai, hoc khoa Y, va vi vy co thé ¢ loi thé hon t6i khi gip nhig cau hoi vé& mdn khoa hoc d6. Tiéng Anh ciia
¢6 kha Iuru lot, méc dii ¢6 ndi nhd dén khong ngd, voi trong am hudt kiéu nguoi M§. Thé ludt choi cho ngudi mrde ngoai thi sao day?

Thi sinh ké tiép 1 mdt gi do con, giong oang oang, nguoi ving Manchester, méc dong phuc quéan doi mau xanh 6 hu, mang gidy bét to nang, deo bén
hong mot ba 16 nhé mau xanh kiéu Khéng Iy Hoang gia Anh voi biéu trong cua Phong trao Péu tranh Giai trir Vit khi Hat nhan viét bang bt da quang,
ching an nhp gi ca. Patrick phong van anh chang mot cach lich sy mien cudng, giong nhur ha si quan chi huy n6i voi ha si, va hoa ra do 1a Colin Pagett,
sinh vién ndm ba khoa Chinh tri, dén tir Rochdale. Anh chang déo miit quanh phong, gt dAu chao, sau d6 ching t1 im ing ngdi chd va nghich but, ca
ba ngdi cach xa nhau nhur dinh vt hinh hoc cho phép, doi muroi, muoi Bim phut, cho dén khi hoan toan chiic ring khong con ngudi ndo xudt hién nita.
Nang dau nhi? Nang da noi 1a s€ & day ma. Ngd ngd cb gi xdy ra voi nang thi sao?

Cubi clng, Patrick Phi Hanh Gia th dai, démg én tir sau ci ban va phat bicu, “Duroc rdi, ching ta hity bt dau nhé? Tén toi | Patrick Watts, tir
Ashton-Under-Lyme dén, hoc Kinh t¢, t6i 1a ddi trudng ctia doi Thach thirc Pai hoc nimnay’”... coindo, ai dang néi vay nhi?... “Khan gia trung thanh
ctia churong trinh ndy ¢ thé nhén ra t6i 14 thi sinh da tham gia vong thi dau nam ngoai.”

Dung rdi, chinh vi thé ma t6i biét anh ta. Toi nhé dd xem céi tap quan trong do cuc ky can than vi t6i dang dién don gui cho Hoi dong Tuyen sinh Dai
hoc, va toi muon biét tiéu chudn nhur thé ndo. Toi nhé dao d6 toi nghi ho i mdt ddi kha tham hai, va Patrick 16 rang van con mang niing vét thong long,
vi anh ta nhin Xuong san, khuon mit t6 vé hd then khi nhic dén viée d6. “Ro rang, d6 khong phai 3 mdt nman trinh dién hoan my”’ - ho bi d4nh bai hoan
toan ngay tir vong dau, ncu t6i nhé khong lam, trrde mot doi thi cling nhe ky - “nhung chiing ti rat hy vong vao co hdi ndm nay, déc biét voi qua
nhicu... dau vao... day hira hen.”

Ca ba dwa mit nhin quanh phong, nhin nhau, va nhin day ban trdng tron.

“Thoi duogc rdi! Thé thi, khong chén chir gi nita, cac ban hdly virot qua bai kiém tra nay nao. Bai thi Vlét, bén muroi cau hoi, bao gdm nhiéu chi dé da
dang, twong tur nhur nhitng chu d& ching ta s& phai gap trong cude th]. Niaim ngodi ching ta déic biét yéu vé finh virc khoa hoc” - anh ta nhin vao t6i - “va
61 mubn chiic ring lan ndy ching ta khong qua thién vé nghé thuat...”

“Va mot nhom gdm bbn ngudi, ding thé khong?”” gi ngudi Manchester ndi to.

“Dl’]n o Vay'”

“Néu thé thi chéc rdi.. ching ta i mot doi.”

“A, dung vay, nhung can dam bao 1 ching ta dat dén mdt chuén murc tuong ximg”

Nhung Colin khong chiu dé yén. “Tai sao?”

“Thi, néu chiing ta khong dat dén mirc do... ching ta s& lai thua.”

“Sao nita?”

“A, néu ching ta lai thua.... néu ching ta lai thua...” v miéng Patrick gio day khong sao dién dat nén loi nita, ctr mo ra khép lai giong hét con ca thu dang

hép hOL Anh ta cing mang khu6n it y nhu vy trén dai truyén hinh qudc gia ndm ngoi, khi cd ging rdi bi thit bai khi tra 101 mot céu hoi hoan toan don
gian vé cac hd nude & Dong Phi: ciing cai nhin kinh hai a 4y, trong khi moi thanh vién khéc trong nhom déu biét cau tra 14, sin sang tra o1 thay anh ta; hd

Tanganyika, Tanganyika, d6 dan.

Ngay lic d6 anh ta bi phin tim boi tiéng dong & cira - mot 16 nhirg khudn myit con gii dang cudi toe toét €p len ctra kinh, mdt trang cuoi dang ¢b kim
lai, mOt vu x6 day, va nang bi nhimg ban tay v6 hinh ddy vao phong, roi nang chi dimg chét trén & d6, cudi khiic khich, co gang lay lai binh tinh, nhin
xung quanh can phong va nhin bon ngurdi chiing toi.

Toi thé, trong khoanh khéic d6 t6i nghi moi ngudi sdp stra dimg lén hét.

“Oil Xin 16i moi ngwoi nhé!”

Nang ndi hoi Eip bap, chin ning dudng nhur hoi loang choang. Nang khong ngtii s& lam bai thi trong tinh trang say xin thé nay chir?

“Xin 161, em c6 dén tré im khong?”

Patrick iy tay vubt mai toc phi hanh gia, iém mbi va tra 1o, “Hoan toan khong. Vui vi em da tham gia... em...?”

“Alice. Alice Harbinson.”

Alice. Alice. Di nhién, nang 1 Alice. Nang con c6 thé 1 ai khac chir?



“Puge 10i, Alice. No... én dinh chd ngdi di...” Va nang nhin quanh, cudi v6i t6i, i bude dén ngdi & ngay ban sau toi.

ks

May cau hoi khoi dong kha d&; Vé hinh hoc co'ban va mot vai cau vé céc thanh vién Hoang gia Anh that swr lim ching t6i thiy nhe nhdm, nhung that khé
tap trung vi Alice dang phat ra tiéng dong glong nhu nghet miii & bén vai t6i. T61 quay lai nhin nang, va khong con nghi ngd gi nita, nang dang khom nguoi
trén @& thi, mét do birng, nguoi rung 1én vi ¢d nén cuoi. Toi quay lai lam bai tiép.

Cau hoi sb 4. Istanbul ¢b xua c6 tén B gl trude khi duge goi B Constantinople?

DE ot. Byzantium

Causd 5. Khi heli, neong, argong va xenon k& bén khi thue nhom “khi tro”. Hai khi con lai | gi?

Khong biét. Hay I kripton va hidro? Kripton va hidro.

Cau s6 6. Thanh phin chinh ciia nudc hoa toa ra tir Alice Harbinson I g, va tai sao mii thom d6 lai diu nhe qua chirmg nhur vay?

Mot loai dit tién, hurong hoa diu nhe. C6 18 i Channel No 5 ching? Két hop voi mdt hrong nhé xa bong Pears, va thude I Silk Cut, va ruou nhe...
Thoi du rdi. Tap trung nio.

Cau s 6. Ba Thatcher niim ghé ndo trong Nghi vién?

D@ ot. Toi biét cau tra 1o, nhung tleng dong lai phat ra. Toi quay nguoi nhin va 1an ndy bt gip anh nit ning, nang nhén nit, miéng n6i “Xin 16i..” va ra
diu s& khong lam on bang cach Ky tay dwa ngang miéng giong nhur dang khéa mot céi day kéo tuong twong. Toi hé miéng mim cuoi khi nghiéng daura
sau nhu muon n6i, nay, 6i dao, dimg ban tam, t6 khong théy phién gi dau, rdi quay lai bai thi. Phai tp trung, Toi thay mdt vién Tic-Tac vao miéng va
dua miy ngén tay Ién bop tran. Tap trung ndo, tip trung ndo.

Céu'sd 7. Mau mdi cia Alice Harbinson c6 thé miéu ta dtng nhét bang tir...?

Khong chic nita, khong thiy 1. Mau gi dugc nhic trong bai tho bdn muroi cau ctia Shakespeare dy. Mau hoa héng Damask hay mau do san ho hay gi
d¢ tuong tu nhu vay? Co6 & t6i nén nhin thém mdt cai nita. Khong, Pung, Pung nhin. Chi nén tip trung. Thap dau xudng,

Cau8, 9 va 10 cling xong, nhung sau d6 a mdt loat cAu hoi vt Iy va toén hoc vira khé vira ngé ngn lién tiép, va t6i bét dau hoi ling ting, bo qua hai
hay ba cau ma t6i khong hi€u nhung cd gang lam mdt cau vé ty the.

Causd 15. Nang lwong duoc giai phong do sir 6xy hoa cac hop chit ctia qua trinh trao ddi chét qua ming t bao, dwoc chuyén hoa thanh chét
ATP[2]...

[2] ATP (adenosine triphosphate): hop chit héa hitu co - nucldtit.

Nang ruén nguoi n phia trude céi ban, it o to, ¢b ging chuyén cho t6i vat gi 6 trong ban tay ndm chit. Toi canh lic Patrick khong dé v, lién dua
tay ra sau, va cam thiy nang dang nhét mot o gidy nhip nh6 vao ban tay khum khum cta minh. Patrick ngwdc 1én nhin, t6i ién nhanh nhen chuyén sang
cir chi dudi tay ra, canh tay gio qua dau, va khi nguy hiém khong con rinh rép, t0i m6 to gidy ra. Noi dung thur 1, “Nguoi la than mén, vé dep ky quéi ctia
anh thu hit em. Phéi mit bao 1u nira thi emmdi c6 thé cam nhan dwoc mdi anh ap vao mdi em day?”

Hay, chinh x4c hon I, “Nay hoc gao! Gitp t6 véi! Té rat NGOC va lai XIN mét rdi. Lam on ciru t6 khoi bi bé it HOAN TOAN. Pap an cho cau 6,
11, 18 va 22 14 gi? Cau 4 Ia Byzantium, déing chir? Cam on cu nhé, hoi dm sém, ke dan ngdi sau lung cu:X:X:X. Tai but: Xi t¢ vi thdy gido xem, sau
nay o s€ cho cau biet tay.”

Nang dang yéu cau t6i chia sé kién thirc tong quat voi minh, va néu d6 khong phéi i hanh dong moi goi thi t6i khong biét d6 1 gi nira. Di nhién gian lan
trong mdt ky thi i mot diéu t& hai, va néu i ngudi ndo khéc thi con lAu t6i moi dinh vao, nhung day 1 trurong hop ngoai 18 nén t6i mau niin kiém tra lai
cac cau hai, sau d6 Iat mat sau to giéy va viét: “Cau 6 Finchley, cau 11 ¢6 & 14 “Stones of Venice’ ctia Ruskin, cau 18 ¢6 I 1a thi nghiém con meo ctia
Schrodinger, con cau 22 thi t& khong chiic; Diaghilev ching? A ma ding rdi, cu 4 | Byzantium.”

Toi doc di doc lai ndi dung vai lan. N6 qua kho khan néu so vi mot la thur tinh, va toi mudn néi didu g d6 khiéu khich va kich thich hon chir khong phai
viét “Em dang yéu qua”, nén ti nghi mot hdi, hit mot hoi that sau, 101 Viét: “Ma ne, cauno to déy! Ca phé Ian t6i nhé? Chiic cau diéu tot dep nhit, Hoc
gao!”... sau dé trude khi kip dbi y, t6i xoay ghé va dé lai 1oi nhin Ién ban ¢6 4y.

Causb 23. Ca voi thude phan bd Mysteciti ¢ mdt co cAu an dic biét duoc goila...?

Tém simg ham



Céusd 24. Thé tho ndo ctia Phép duoc Corneille va Racine van dung, mbi cau tho ¢6 12 am tiét, phén van dat & 4m thir sau va 4m cudi?

Thé tho Alexandrine.

Céu'sb 25. Nhip tim ting, d6 md hoi lanh va cam giac phén chén thurong 1 triéu chitng cta tinh trang cam xtic gi?

Thoi ndo, cti ddu xudng, tap trung ndo, day 1 cude thi Thach thire, nhd chira ha?

Cau s6 25. Khéi muroi hai mit ¢6 bao nhiéu dinh?

A, murdi hai mit, nghiia 13 ¢6 I‘IlIO’l hai mat phang, nghia 13 néu tach i n6 ra thi ¢ 12 nhin 4, bang 48, nhung phai trir s6 gdc chung thi s& i, céi g 24
co 42 Tai sao lai nhitng 24? Vi mbi dinh 1 chd giao nhau ctia ba miit phéing? 48 chia 3 14 16. 16 dinh? Khong c6 cong thitc cho bai toan nay u? Néu
minh v& n6 ra thi sao nhi?

Va khi t6i dang c6 ging v& mot khdi murdi hai it theo kiéu tach roi két cu thi mdt cuc gidy nho duge 10p qua dau toi va bay hrét trén mit ban. Toi
chdp cuc banh giay do lai trude khi nd roi khoi canh ban, md ra va doc, “Puoc thdi. Nhung phai hira 1a khong cé nhdy nhét gi dau day.”

T6i mim cudi v6i minh, va imbo diém tinh bang cach khong quay dau lai, boi vi rot cude toi chinh B nhur vay, mot gi kha diém finh, va quay lai vi viéc
tach roi két cau ctia khoi murdi hai mat.

Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chudng Di, Pimng Dei dugc ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chuwong 8

8

CAU HOI: Néu sy néng sang i dnh sang durgc phét ra tir mdt vit nong, thi thuat ngit nao ding dé chi dnh sang phét ra tir mdt vat twong d6i lanh?
TRA LOI: Sy phat quang,

sksksk

“T6 cir dinh ninh 1 c4u khong nhén ra t6 khi khong 6 céi ¢b 4o dimg ctia cha xi co!”

“Sao? O, khong. Ban déu thi khéng,” nang noi.

“Um... Alice nhi!”.

“Dring roi.”

“Nhur trong X s6 thin tién dy ha?”

“U... &, nang n6i, néng 1ong nhin 16i ra.

Chung t6i ngéi & mdt cdi ban d4 cAm thach nho & Le Paris Match, mjt tiém ca phé dang cb gé.ng mdt cach chat vat dé c6 phong céach Phap; ghé gS
“xin”, gat tan ¢6 chit Ricard, nhirng ban sao tac phdm cua danh h(,)aﬂ Toulouse- LaL‘ItI'eC va dong chir “croque monsieur” trong thure don thay vi “banh mi
nuéng kep giam bong pho mat”, Trong tiém day sinh vién méc 4o ¢6 lo den va quan jean Levi’s 501 dang chom nguoi qua dia khoai tdy chién soi noi
chuyén tro va vung vay diéu thudc 14 vao khong khi, wdc ring ching 1 nhitng diéu thube hiéu Gitanes thay vi Silk Cut. Toi chura timg dén Phép, nhung
Phap giong thé nay tht 42

“Vay cau dugc dit theo t€n ctia Alice trong Alice & X so Thén tién 42

“T¢ ciing nghe n6i thé.” Nging. “Thé con cu, tai sao bd me lai dt tén cau l Gary?”

Toi suy nghil mdt chdc, thit ra 1 ¢b nghii ra mdt giai thoai thi vi va budn cudi dé Iy giai tai sao ti tén B Gary, rdi quyét dinh nén n6i thit.

“Thét ra, tén t6 1a Brian.”

“Di nhién rdi. Xin 101, y t¢ |3 Brian.”

“Khong chic nita. T khong nghii 1 c4i tén Brian ¢ xuét hién trong vin chirong. Hay thay vao d6 1 Gary. Negoai trir hinh nhu ¢6 Gary trong Anh em
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nha Karamazov hay sao 4y nhi? Gary, Keith va...”

... va Brian! Brian Karamazov!” ndi rdi nang cudi pha én, ti bén cudi theo.

Hom nay qua thue da tré thanh mdt ngdy rat trong dai véi toi, boi vi khong chi ngdi day voi Alice Harbinson, ngudi dang cudi nhao chinh cai tén 61, toi
con dang duoc thudng thire tich ca phé cappuccino dAu tién trong doi. O Phép ngudi ta c6 udng cappuccino khong nhi? Di sao, n6 ciing duoc; hoi
glong ca phé sira gi 35 xu ¢ quan ca phé phyc vu budi sang chd cau tau Southend, ngoai trir viée loai ca phé nay c6 mdt I6p vang mau xam thom i xa
qué thay vi chi c6 may giot ca phé ding loai uong lién 1 khong hoa tan 6 phia trén. Lbi ciia t6i; t6i bo hoi qua tay, cir nghi do 1 bot s6 ¢6 la, nénno6 ¢6 hoi
stta ndng ndng gidng miti & nach. Nhung 10i tdi cho rang cappuccino ¢6 chut gidng tinh duc & chd t6i 6 thé hudng thy nhidu hon & ln thir hai. Mic du
vy khi phai bo ra 85 xu, t6i khong chéic chin I con ¢6 lan thir hai. Diém nay lai c6 chit gidng tinh duc.

Bon cii soan lai. Tinh dyc va Tién bac. Haly ngimg nghi vé tinh dyc va tién bac. Dic bigt I tién bac, tht khing khiép, ban dang & day véi co gi thit vi
nay, thé ma tat ca nhitng gi ban nghi dén 1a gia ctia mdt tach ca phé sao. Ca tinh dyc nita.

“Minh d6i rdi,” nang noi. “Ching minh di an trra nhé? Khoai tay chién hay gi?”

“Nhéit tril” t61 ndi, va nhin vao thuc don. Nhitng 1 bang 25 xu cho mdt bat toan nhitng lat khoai tay chién mong dinh u? *“... Mac du té khong that su doi
lam, nhung cdu ctr goi vai mon ciing duge.”

Thé I nang vy tay goi bdi ban, mdt anh chang giy nhur gidng ché uypit véi lon toc vénh trurde tran kiéu Morrissey, vé bé ngoai cho thy anh ta 14 sinh
vién, anh ta budc t6i va ndi qua dau t6i, chio ning bang cau “Xin chao!” 1 to va than thién.

“Chao, hom nay khoe khong?” nang hoi.

“O, khoe. Trir viéc t6 khong nén & ddy. Lam ca dup!”

“Oi, troi a. TOi cu qua!” nang ndi, xoa xoa canh tay anh ta véi vé thirong cam.

“Ma nhan tién, ciu khoe khong?” anh ta hoi.

“Rét khée, camon cau.”

“Khong phai ndi gi chir hom nay trong cau dé thirong that diy.”

“Ay da, ngai chét di duoc,” Alice n6i va Iy tay che mt.

Ui gioi oi.

“Thé t6 Ay cho cu m6n gi duge ndo?” anh ta ndi, cudi cling ciing nhé ra anh ta & ddy Am cai gi.
“Ching t& chi goi mot bat khoai tay chién c6 dugc khong?”

“Absolument] 1]!”” anh bdi ban ndi, va hau nhur chay hét toe hre vao bép dé bét dau chuén bi nhitng miéng khoai tdy ma vang quy gia d6.
[1] Tiéng Phap: nhat dinh roi.

“Sao cau biét anh ta?”” toi hoi khi anh ta da di khoi.

“Ai? Anh chang bdi ban ha? Té dau ¢ quen anh ta.”

“().”

V4 im king bao trim. Toi nhém nhép ca phé, va Iy long ban tay lau bot qué dinh ¢ mii.
“Xemndo! Té khong chéc cau nhan ra t6 khi t6 khong ¢6 céi cb 4o dimg ctia cha xa!”

“Cau ndi chuyén d6 rdi ma.”

“T¢ n6i r0i ha? Thinh thodng t6 lai bi thé, bdi rdi vé nhitng gi da ndi hodc chura noi, hoc cam thy minh dang ndi to nhitng diu chi mudn ndi trong dau,
neu cau hieu y t6...”

“T¢ biét chinh xac ¥ cdu ki gi,” nang noi, ném Ky khuyu tay t0i. “T6 lic ndo cling i Ion hét c4, hogic 1 budt migng néi ra cai gi ddy...” Nhimg gi nang
dang lam ltc nay tht ngot ngao lam sao; nang dang c6 gang tao diém chung giira hai dira mic di t6i chang tin nang Iy mot gidy. “To the, doi khi, t& con
chang biét minh dang lam gi nira...”

“Té ciing vAy. Gidng nhur vy nhay nhét t5i qua...”

“A, phai ri...” nang n6i, bin mdi ... diéu nhay...”



... Phai rdi, xin 161 v& diéu nhay. Noi thit lic 4y t6 hoi bi say.”
“O, c4u nhay duoc ma. Cu 1 vii cong gioil”

“Khong thé nao!” toi dap. “Cau biét khong, t& chi ngac nhién 1 khong ai thir diit cay but chi vao giira hai ham ring t& ca!”
Nang bdi r6i nhin t6i. “Tai sa0?””

“A... dé ngin t6 tw cin ludi minh ra ching han?” Van khong ¢6 phan tmg. “Cau biét chir, nhur kiéu ngudi bi... dong kinh 4y!”

Nhung nang cha ndi gi, lai nhdmnhap ca phé. O, lay Chia - ¢6 I t6i d4 xtc pham nang ching. C6 khi nang biét mdt ngudi dong kinh ciing nén. C6 khi
chirg dong kinh da xay ra trong gia dinh nang! C¢6 khi chinh nang bi dong kinh.

“Céu khong thiy nong khi niic c4i o gi6 day do 42 nang hoi, va anh chang boi ban quay lai vdi nhimg lat khoai tay dep mét, co khoang shu miéng,
duoc bay day ngh¢ thudt trong mot cai chén dung trimg I6n, 16i anh ta quanh quén & do, nhe ring curdi, hai Iong voi chinh minh, ¢ ging bét chuyén mot
Jn nita, thiy thé t6i bén tiép tuc noi.

“Céu biét khong, néu cude doi timg day t& hai diéu, thi didu dau tién 1 khong nhay mia khi ta xin.”

“Con diéu thir hai?”

“Ding thir d6 sita vio mdt cai méy pha Soda.”

Nang bat cudi, va khi nhan ra minh b danh bai, anh ching bdi ban danh rit lui. Tiép tuc ndo, cir thé nhé...

... 16 khong biét minh trong mong dleu g, 16 chi nghff a minh d& ché ra loai thitc udng nhiéu sita sti bot déy kinh ngac ndy, nhung mé ¢6 mdt cai tén cho
loa1 sita sti bot ddy...” (ngimg lai, udng mot hop) ... d6 1 sira chua!”

Thinh thoang t6i 6 thé tyr imminh 6i, that ddy.

Thé 1 ching t6i ni chuyén mdt hoi nira va ning &n khoai tay chién, nhing khoai vao cai dia Pyrex dyng X0t ca chua, va khung canh giéng nhur bubi
chiu 6 tiém ca phé trong bai tho Ban tinh ca cua J. Afed Prufrock cua T. S. Eliot, chi c6 diéu mon an trong day dét tién hon. “Téi ¢6 daman mot qua
dao khong a 4y a7 Khong, khong phai voi cai gia nay...” Toi biét mdt s6 chuyén vé nang Nang la con mdt, giong t6i - nang nghi chuyén gi d6 da xay ra voi
cai ong cta me nhung khong chic Em Nang khong bén tam dén viéc i con mot, didu do chi cé nghia 1 nang luon ham doc sach va nang hoc truong ndi
tr(, nang biét diéu d6 khong hop thdi vé mit chinh tri, nhung du a0 nang cting thich véy, va 1 Pan Chi trong trudng dai hoc. Nang rat gan giii véi bd
minh, ong lam phim tur liéu nghé thuét cho dai BBC va thirdng dan nang dén cho lam trong nhimg ngay nghi dé nang c6 kinh nghiém lam viéc, va nang da
gip Melvyn Bragg nhi€u, nhiéu lan, va rd rang nha van ny ngoai doi that sw, tht sur vui tinh, va cre ky sexy. Nang cting yéu me, di nhién r6i, nhung ho
hay cai nhau, c6 € vi qua giong nhau, va me nang lam viéc ban thoi gian cho TreeTops, mdt co so tr thién xay nha trén cay cho tré em ngheo.

“Ching sdng v6i bd me c6 1& tot hon ching?” t6i hoi.

“Gico?”

“A, cAu biét ddy, tré con ma sdng mdt minh & tubt trén cay - thé thi chéic s& rat nguy hiém, ding khong?”’

“Khong, khong phéi vay, ching khong song trong miy can nha trén cdy, d6 chi i mot hoat dong vao ky nghi hé thoi.”

“O, thé a. Hiéurdi...”

“Hau hét bon tré d6 gia dinh déu tiing quan, chi co bd hodc me, va ca ddi ching chira bao gior c6 mdt ky nghi cing gia dinh!” Oi Chiia oi, nang dang n6i
vé 161 a! “Viée d6 tuyét im. Néu cau khong co chuong trinh gi mia hé nay thi cdu c6 thé tham gia.” T6i gt dau hao himg, dti khong hoan toan chic 1
libu nang dang dé nghi t6i phu mdt tay hay dang dem dén cho t6i mdt ky nghi that.

Sau do Alice ké cho t6i vé& ky nghi hé ctia nang, mdt vai ngdy & trén ngon cy v6i miy dira tré nghéo, va khong nghi ngd gi nita, ching rét khao khét
chuyén d6. Thoi gian lai dugc chia ra nghi & nhiing ngdi nha ciia ho tai London, Suffolk va Dordogne, sau d6 biéu dién v6i nhom kich cta truong ning &
Festival Edinburgh.

“Céc cau da dién vo gi?”

“V& Hao phy Tir Xuyén cua Bertolt Brecht.” Di nhién, chuyén nang dong vai gi trong vo ndy qua 10 rang 101, ding khong? Pay B mbt co hdi kinh dién
dé sur dung cum tir “ngudi duge dat tén cho vo kich.”

“Vay ai da dong vai nguoi duoc dit tén cho vo kich...?”
“0, t¢ ddy,” nang tra 1oi. Ping, ding, di nhién [ c4u rdi.

“Va cau da dong?” t61 hoi.



“Hé?ﬁ’
“Tét chir?”
“O, khong bt cho m Mic du to The Scotsman ¢ vé ciing cho 1 n6 tt. Cau biét vo kich d6 ddy chir?”

“Rat 15,” t6i bdc phét. “Thét ra bon t& da dién v& Vong phan Cap-ca-zo ctia Bretch & truong trung hoc vao hoc ky cudi vira roi” - ngimg, nhip mot
ngum cappuccino - “T¢ dong vai vién phan.”

Chuia oi, t0i nghi toi sap 6i ri.

Nhung nang bat cuoi, va ching toi bat d4u n6i vé nhitng yéu cau khi dong Hao Phu, ngudi dugc lay tén dé dit cho vo kich ciia Bretch, va t6i tranh tha
co hoi ndy dé duoc nhin nang Jan déu tién ma khong chiu tic dong ctia rrou, va khong c6 mo hoi trén kinh, nang thit dep. Chéc chéin nang 1 ngudi con
g xinh dep dich thye dau tién ma t6i gip tir trudc dén gio, con hon ca trong nghé thuat Phuc hung hay trén ti vi. O truong bon ho timg n6i Liza
Chambers xinh dep, khi d6 ¥ ho tht sy mudn néi i goi tinh, nhung Alice thi dep tht; kin da min mang nhur thé hoan toan khong c6 16 chan long, va toa
séang boi mdt chat phat quang ndo d6 dudi da. Hay minh nén n6i d6 1a “chat lin quang™ Hodc “chat huynh quang™ C6 gi khac biét khong nhi? Phai do
tir dién moi dugc. Diisao di nira, nang co vé nhur khong trang diém, hodic, c6 kha ning hon, trang diém mdt cach khéo léo nghé thuat den ndi trong nhur
khong trang diém, ngoai trir vimg quanh mét, vi chéic chéin trong doi thuc khong ¢6 ai ¢6 hang long mi nhur thé, ding khong? Va 10i d6i miét; néu ndi mau
ndu thi khong phai 14 tir diing, vi nhur vay thi nd qua duc va t6i, mé t6i thi khong thé nghi ra tir ndo hay hon, trir viéc d6i mét d6 sang, tinh anh va to tron
dén ndi ta c6 thé thiy nguyén trong mét ¢ nhitg dém nhd mau xanh 1 cdy. Miéng nang déy dan va c6 mau tréi dau tay, gibng Tess Derbyfield[2],
nhung la mt Tess hanh phic, can bang, miin nguyén, nguoi phat hién ra ring, ta on Chia, 16t cude nang that sw 1a nguoi cia dong ho D’Urberville. Trén
hét ndng c6 mdt c4i theo nho xiu & mdi dudi, toi trdng tuwong nang da c6 cai vét d6 tir mdt vai s cd xwong mAu khi di hai du thoi tho a 4u. Mii toc nang
mau mét ong va hoi quéin, dugc kéo ra sau tran, theo ki¢u ma t6i trong tugng dugc goi 1 “thoi ky tién Raphael”. Nang trong nhur 6 thé ky - tir gi trong
tho T. S. Eliot nhi? Quattrocento[3]. Hay tir d6 1 ctia nha tho Yeats nhi? Va né ¢6 nghiia i thé ky murdi bon hay thé ky muroi lim nhi? Toi ciing phai tra
lai khi quay vé& phong moi dugc. Phai tur minh ghi nhd, tra tir “Quattrocento”, “Damask”, “Nau xani”, “Phat quang”, “Lan quang” va “Huynh quang”.

[2] Tess Derbyfield 1 tén nhan vt nit chinh trong cudn tiéu thuyét Tess of the D’Urbervilles ctia Thomas Hardy.
[3] Quattrocento: thé ky muroi Bim

Va bay gio nang dang noi vé bubi tiéc t6i qua, ndo 1 nd khing khiép nhur thé ndo, nao la tht ca nhirng A ¢ hai ma nang da gip, hau hét nhing g3 choi
bdng bau dyc kho chiu, an méc khong hop thoi trang, nhat chét. Nang nga nguoi vé phia trude cai ghe trong, doi chin dai quin quanh chan ghé bén
dui, rdi cham vao khily tay t6i dé nhan manh y ynao do, nhin vao miét t6i nhur thé thach t6i nhin di chd khéc, va nang ciing ¢6 cai tét kéo kéo doi hoa tai
ma bac trong khi néi chuyén, cir chi d6 ngu y rang nang da bi t6i hap dan tir trong tlem thirc, hogc do chila do chd x0 16 tai bi nhiém tring nhe. Vé phan
01, t6i dang thir mot vai biéu cam moi trén khudn mit va ca thé nira, mot trong s0 d6 1a nga ngudi vé phia trude va dat tay dudi cam, cac ngon tay dé
ho hitng ngang miéng, thinh thoang xoa xdmra cai vé trai doi. Tu thé ndy c6 nhidu muc dich 1) trong nhur t6i dang tram tur mic tuwong, 2) thé nay that goi
cam- cac ngon tay trén moi, mot diéu b goi tinh kinh dién - va 3) né ciing gitip che gidu nhitng cai d6m do xAu xi ndi thanh dé & quanh khoe miéng toi
trong nhur thé ti vira bi bong xip.

Nang goi thém mdt tach cappuccino. Toi tur hoi khong biét mlnh c6 phai tra tlen ca tach d6 khong nhi? Khong thanh Van dé. Cudn bang Stephane
Grappell/Django Reinhardt da toi diép khic trong tiéng nhac nen, phat ra tiéng vi1 vi1 gidng nhur con rudi xanh dam sam vio cira s6, va t6i kha hanh phc
khi chi viéc ngbi do va ling nghe. Néu nhur nang co Kkhuyét diémnao ddy, va rd rang n6 chi nho xiu thoi, do la duong nhu nang khong déc biét to mo vé
ngudi khac, vé t6i chiang han. Nang khong biét t6i tir dau dén, nang khong hoi vé me hay bd t6i, nang khong biét ho o, toi clnng hé bi thuyet phuc ring
nang khong con nghi t6i tén Gary. Sy thire 1a, tir e hai dira ¢ chd ndy, nang chi hoi toi dung hai ciu - “Mic céi 4o gié day diy cau khong thdy nong 42
va “Cau c6 biét d6 1 qué khong?”

Thinh finh, nhu thé doc duge suy nghi ctia t0i, nang n6i, “Td xin 18i, hinh nhu t& ¢t n6i sudt thi phai. Cau khong phién chir?”

“Khong hé”,

Va t6i khong ban long that, t6i chi thich ngdi day bén nang, va dé nguoi khac thaymlbennang Nang dang n6i vé ganh xiéc Bungari thi vi ma nang timg
dugc ¢ Hoi cho Edinburgh, cling c6 nghia déy 1a thoi diém tdt dé danh lac hudng va tinh nhdm hoa don. Ba tach cappuccino gia 85 xu, tong cong 2 bang
55 xu, cOng vdi khoai ty chién, a nhim, pommes frites m6i diing, gi4 1 bang 25 xu, 4 nhén tién tinh ra duoc nnlnnenggla khoang 18 xu, dé xemndo,
25 cong 55, bang 80, trc 4 3 bang 80 xu, congvmtlenboa cho cautraldangcumodangk]a 30, khong, 40 xu di, thé a4 bang 20 xu, va minh ¢4 5
bang 18 xu trong ti, nghia la 16t cude minh s& con 98 xu dé cim cu cho dén khi nhan tim séc hoc bongvao thir Hai. Chia o, thé nhung nang xinh dep
qua chirng. Neunangde nghi cura doi tién thi sao? Minh nén chip nhin khong nhi? Minhnnonnangblet 12 minh tin twong manh mé vao binh dang gioi,
nhung lai khong mudn nang nghii minh nghéo kiét xac hodc, t& hon, keo kiét. Ma ngay ca khi chia d6i s6 tién, minh ciing chi con 3 bang, va minh phai doi
Josh dura lai 10 bang ctia me cho dén thir Hai, didu d6 ¢6 nghia 1 minh s& phai im déu sai cho cdu ta dén ky nghi Gidng sinh, tiy tréng tim 16t criké
hodc nuréng banh xp cho cau ta. Ma guwom da, nang dang hoi gi minh nay.

“Cau c6 mudn goi thém mdt tich cappucino nita khong?”
KHONG!
“Khong, tot hon 1 khong,” t6i noi. “Thét ra, chiing ta nén quay lai - xemkét qua. D& t6 tinh hoa don...” va t6i nhin quanh tim bdi ban.

“T6 ¢6 tién I ddy,” nang ndi, ra vé voi tay By vi.



“Khdng can dau, that déy, 6 moi...”

“Cau chéc khong?”

“Chéc, chéc rdi,” t6i noi, rdi dém va dé 4 bang 20 xu trén ban d4 hoa, va cam thiy minh that tao nhé.
skksk

Bén ngoai Le Paris Match t0i nhén ra troi bat dau 04 6i khong nhn ra ching toi da n6i chuyén hang gid. Trong e d6, ti tham chi quén cé cudc thi
Théach thirc. Nhu’ng £i0 thi t61 da nhd ra, va rot cude tat gé thrng gi toi co the lamIa kh(}ng chay ao di. Mac du vy, Alice 1a ngudi thich di dao méat, nén
chiing t6i tan bd dén Hoi sinh vién trong nh sang ctia budi toi mia thu, va nang noi, “Thé ai xdi giuc cdu vay?”’

“Gi co? Cudc thi Thach thirc ha?”

“Céu goi tén cudc thi 14 thé a? Thach thic?”

“Khong phéi moi ngudi déu goi nhur vay sao? O, t6 chi nghil I chuyén d6 ¢6 ve vui,” t0i noi ddi, to vé tho 0. “Hon nita, nha t& chi ¢6 t& va me, nén
khong du thanh vién d€ tham gia Ask The Family...” Toi nghi | nang c6 thé ndm bét thong tin d6, nhung thay vao d6 nang chi ndi, “Nhirng ¢6 ban ¢ clng
day hanh lang xtii & tham gia, nhur 16 thach d6 Ay. Va sau hon mot lit bia & quan bar vo budi trnra, y kién d6 bdng dung hoa ra khong t6i chit ndo. Va
t¢ muon tro thinh mot dién vién, hay mdt ngudi ndo d6 c6 thé xuat hién trén truyén hinh, mdt ngudi dan churong trinh hodic dai loai thé, nén té nghii xuat
hién trude ong kinh s€ la mot thir nghiém tot, nhung gio td khong chic vé chuyén d6 nita. Cude thi nay khong phai la mot ban dap rd rang dé dap xuong
kinh d6 Hollywood diing khong? Thach thirc Pai hoc. Td chi mong la bay gio bi loai quach cho 161, néi chan thanh day, dé td ¢ thé quen hét cai viée
ngu ngoc nay.” Budc di nhe nhang, nhung Alice Harbinson, budc chan nang dang giam dap 1én nhiing giac mo cua toi.

“Céu c bao gid nghii s& chon nghé dién vién khong?”” nang hoi.

“Ai co, t6 4? Chuia 0i khong dau, t& do im...” sau do, t6i chi néi dé thir xem thé ndo, “véi lai, t& nghil ngoai hinh t& khong da dep dé tré thanh dién vién.”
“O, khong phai dau! Nhiéu dién vién trong ciing dau ¢6 wa nhin gi dau...”

Nang ché t6i ddy ma, nhung ké ra thi ciing dung.

Khi ching t6i tién gin dén bang thong bao bén ngoai phong hop s6 6, t6i cam thdy nhur lai dang trai qua cam gidc di xem két qua thi O-level; sur tur tin
tham kin, tron voi mdt krong pht hop hdi hdp, swr nhén thire duge viée kiém soét biéu hién trén khubn mét quan trong nhur thé ndo, khong 16 vé qua hai
1ong voi ban than, qué ty mén. Chi can mim cudi, git dau vé hiéu biét va budc di.

Pén bang thong bao, t6i co thé théy con gAu triic clia Lucy Chang dang 16 ra qua vai ¢6 4y & bang két qua cudc thi, va co cai gi tir goc do dau ciia cd Ay
méch bao t6i rang tin d6 khong tt knh chit ndo cho ¢6 dy. C6 dy quay dau va bude di, n6 ny cudi ngot ngao pha chit thit vong. Co veé Lucy s& khong
tham gia voi chiing t6i trong phong tap Granada rdi, that dang tiéc, vi co Ay trong c6 vé tir t&. Toi cudi voi co dy déy théng cam khi ¢ 4y rao bude, va
di thing dén bang thong bao.

Téi doc thong bao.

Toi chop mét, 1di doc lai.

KET QUA THI TUYEN CUOC THI

THACH THUC DPAI HOC

Két qua phan thi so tuyén ddy héng say cho cudc thi Thach thirc Bai hoc nim 1985 nhur sau:

Lucy Chang - 89%

Colin Pagett - 72%

Alice Harbinson - 53%

Brian Jackson - 51%

Vay nén d6i hinh nim nay s& nhu sau: Patrick Watts, Lucy, Alice va Colin. Bubi dién tap dAu tién s& vao thtr Ba tuln sau. Xin chiic mirng cac ban da
dugc tham gia!

Patrick Watts.
* (Trudng hop ¢6 ai phai cap ctru hodc bénh ning, de doa dén tinh mang, Brian Jackson s& I thanh vién dyr bi wu tién thir nhat.)

“Oi, Chiia oi! Khong thé tin durge, minh ¢ trong doi!” Alice thét 1én, nhay tung tung v siét chat canh tay toi.



“Nay, cau am t5t im!” t6i tim duge mdt nu cudi & dau d6, va dong khung nd 1én mit minh.

1

“Nay, c4u c6 nhan ra 1a néu ciu khong chi t6 méy cau tra 101 6, ciu s& & trong doi thay vi té khong!” nang ré 1én. O, phai rdi, Alice a, t¢ da nhéan ra didu

do, thit déy.

“Bay gidr minh lam gi day? Di bar va udng quéc cin cau nhé?” nang d& nghi. Nhung t6i can tién rdi, ma tur nhién ciiing cam thiy chéing thich thii gi nita.
Toi khong duoc vao ddi, t6i cd 98 xu trong tii, va t6i yéu trong vo vong,

Khéng phai vo vong, Ma 1a vo ich.

Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chuong i, Pung Doi dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chwong 9

VONG HAI

“Thing bé d6, hin goi con bdi, quan J,” Estella ndi, giong khinh khi, trude khi van bai dau tién cta ching toi chdm dit.
Charles Dickens, trich Gia tai vi dai.

9

CAU HOTI: George, Anne, Julian, Timmy va Dick duoc biét dén nhidu nhét véi cai tén...?

TRA LOT: By Nam Limg Danh.

sksksk

C6 ba diéu toi ludn mong s& xdy ra & dai hoc - thir nhét | dwoc mat tan, thir hai  dugc d& nghi tr thanh gian digp, thir ba | duoc tham gia cude thi
Théch thirc Dai hoc. Diéu dau tién, doi trai tn, da di doi nha ma hai tuan trude khi t6i rdi Southend nhé viée udng say va long ngong thoa mén ham
mubn khi dang dimg dua vao thing rac ¢6 banh xe, & ngd sau Littlewoods, va sy uu ai cta Karen Armstrong. Thét ra cling ching c6 gi nhiéu dé n6i vé
trai nghiém do; trdi dat khong dich chuyén, nhung thing rac thi . Sau do, xay ra mit sb tranh luAn v& viéc liéu hai dira ¢6 “am dung cach” hay khong,
didu d6 chéc hin s& dem dén cho ban mot vai y twéng vé k§ thut tuyét voi va su khéo o tinh vi trong ngh¢ thuét lam tinh cua o1 Cubc bd vé nha vao
cai démmia hé dang nhé d6, khi ching t6i thurdng thire nhimg giot con lai trong chai Merrydown da hét lanh sau khi quan hé, Karen cr nhic di nhéc lai,
“Dimg ké ai hét, dimg ké ai hét, dimng ké ai hét,” clr nhu ching t6i vira Am diéu g that sw, hoan toan khing khiép khong bang, Theo cach mi t6i cho 1
dung nhur the that.

Con vé viée duogc yéu cau Bim gian diép cho Noi cac ciia Nir hoang, 4, ngay ca khi dat qua mdt bén sy dé dat vé y thire hé, t6i kha chic ngdn ngit ciing
quan trong trong nghé diép vién, ma t6i c6 chimg chi O-level tiéng Phép. Loai A déy, nhung, néu xét vé hoat dong gian diép thur thy, day van ki mot
diém han ché khién t6i kho c6 thé thim nhap ching han nhu mbt truong tiéu hoc Phap, hodc ¢6 thé, trong tinh canh btrc bach, mot tiém banh mi. Nhan
Pen goi H6 Mang Do; t6i c6 thong tin chi tiét v& lich trinh xe bugt ddy...

To6i chi con mong doi & cude thi Thach thirc, va bay gid toi xoay x¢ dé thach thire diéu do. Toi nay | 13 budi hop miit dau tién, va tham chi ti phai bo biét
bao nhiéu cong strc thuyét phuc chi dé duoc moi. Patrick khong tra 1oi dién thoai cua t61, va khi cudi cling t6i ciing liing gip dugc anh ta, anh ta n6i ring
nguoi du bi thit ra khong can thiét phai dén, khi ma anh ta da khé chic ring khong c6 ai bi 6 t6 chet phai. Nhung toi cir tiép tuc ndi va n6i cho dén khi
anh ta chiu khuét phuc, vi néu khong c6 mt, t6i s& khong dugc gip Alice, trir khi t6i bt dau keon K bén ngoai ky tiic xa clia nang,

Va ding trong 1 t6i chura nghi t6i viée do. Trong vong sau ngiy ké tir khi ching t6i gap nhau, t6i chura hé gip nang 1in ndo nira. Va t6i dang tim kiém
Bit ké khi nao dén thur vién, t6i lai thdy minh di mdt vong quanh céc ddy ban, hoac lang vang mot bd dang kha nghi & khu Kich nghé. Khi dén quan bar
v6i Marcus va Josh, rdi mién cudng vui vé khi duoc giéi thidu véi mot vai gil méi nhu James hay Hugo hay Jeremy, t6i lai quan sét cira ra vao qua vai ho
phong khi nang bude vao. Chi d vai cau vao giira nhimg cudc tan g, ti ic ndo ciing canh chirng, nhung rdt cude ciing chang thiy tam hoi nang dau,
diéu do cho thiy nang dang co mdt cude song dai hoc khac xa ti. Hay nhd dau nang dang hen ho ai d6? Co khi nao nang cling phai long mot ga dep
I, XUong go i cao, mot nha tho Nlcaragua dang bi luu day hodc mdt nha diéu khac hodc gi ddy, rdi thi danh tron ¢ tuan trude ndm trén giwong,
ubng rrou vang héo hang va doc to tho véi thin khong, Bimg nghi thé. Bdm chudng tiép nio.

T6i tyr hoi 18 ndo Patrick ¢b tinh dura t6i cai dia chi sai, va sip stra quay du bo di thi nghe tiéng anh ta di 1oc coc xubng cu thang,
“Xin chao!” t61 noi, cudi rang rd khi anh ta md cira.

“Chao, Brian,” anh ta rén ri, thé hién ngay trudc mit t6i c4i biéu cam ma anh ta c6 vé thich hon ¢4, va theo chin anh ta 1én cau thang chung dé vao can
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ho.

“Vay moi ngudi s& dén vao t6i nay ha?” t6i ngdy tho hoi.

“Toi nghi vay.”

“Anh da néi tht ca bon ho rdi chi?”

“Vay anh da noi vai Alice chura?”

Anh ta dimg lai & bac thang, quay d4u va nhin ra sau. “Tai sa0?”

“Chi to mo thoi.”

“Dimg lo. Alice dang dén.” Anh ta lai nic céi 40 len ddng phuc ciia trrdng dai hoc, t6i hoi ngac nhién mot chit. Y 6i 1 t6i s& hiéu hon, néu trén 40 co
ghi Yale hoac Harvard hodc tén trudng nao do, béi vi khi d6 céi do 1a mdt lya chon thoi trang, Nhung tai sao lai di quang cdo cho viéc anh ta dang hoc
mot trerong dai hoc voi tat ca nhitng ngudi cling & trrong dai hoc d6? Anh ta khong lo 1a thim chi moi ngurdi s€ nghi anh ta chi Am bd lam tich hay sao?
Ching t6i bude vao can hd nho va gian di, im goi nhé dén mdt cin nha méu quang cao trong bloc lich phwrong Déng, C6 mii thit bam va hanh.

“Toi 6 mang mdt it rurgu!” t6i ndi.

“T6i khong ubng rugu,” anh ta dép.

“0. Puge thoi”

“T6i cho 1 cAu s& mudn mot cai mo nit chai. Toi nghif t6i c6 mdt cai & dau do. Cau udng tra, hay mubn bt diu ngay v6i chai reou clia cau?”

“O, ruou nhé!”

“Dugc 1di, & yén ddy nhé, t6i s& quay lai lién. Cau khong hut thude ddy chi?”

L‘Khéng.’7
“Vi ¢ ddy cam tiét hit thudc...”

“Pong y, nhung t6i c6 hit thude dau...”

“Duoe 10, ama ndy, chi dimg ddy th6i nhé. Dumng cham vao bat ctr thir gi!” Boi vi hoe nim thir ba, 16 rang b6 me Bim tién, Patrick duong nhur ¢6 cude
song theo né nép clia mdt ngudi ban thanh nién: nhing do ding thiét thrc, khong phai dé trung bay, m chic chin 14 ciia chinh anh ta, mdt ti vi, mt dau
video, mot phong khach khong girong khong bép ga khong voi sen. Trén thyc té, anh ta gan nhur khong phai sinh vién nita; moi thir déu & diing vi tri ciia
16 va day la mjt noi cho tat c4, giong nhur noi sinh song ctia mt nha tu hanh hay mot ke sat nhan hang loat déc biét k§ tinh. Trong khi anh ta tim cai mo
nit chai, t6i nhin quanh phong khéch. Noi duoc trang trf duy nhat cta can ho 1a birc trdng phia trén cai ban, cta anh ta; mt tam hinh béi bién, v6i nhiing
dau chan dan bien mat vé phia nit troi lan, va bai tho truyén cam ve viée lam cach nao Gié-su ludn & bén ta. Mac du cong bang ma ndi néu Gié-su 6 bén
canh anh ta trong trrong quay truyen hinh nAm ngoai, anh ta ¢ 1& da c¢6 nhicu hon 65 diem.

C6 tiéng chudng cira, va t6i nghe tiéng Patrick 1& budc xubng cau thang, nén t6i tan dung co hdi xem xét ké sach ciia anh ta; chii yéu 1 sach gido khoa
kinh t€ hoc, xep gon gang theo thir tur chit cai, mdt cuon Kinh Thanh. Mot ké khac day bang video - Monty Python va Chén Thanh cting voi Anh em

nha Blues - tiét 16 mot méit sang siia hon ctia Patrick Watts.

Nhung bén canh d6 c6 mdt loat hai muroi bang video VHS gidng hét nhau; mot ké nhimg bang video thu hinh tai nha v6i nhitng ci nhin mau tring viét
tay hoan hao duoc dan diing cach doc theo gay cudn bang, Toi bude dén dé nhin gan hon va vdi tay lay dai mdt cudn. Cac nhin ghi nhu sau:

03/03/1984 - Newcastle du voi Sussex

10/03/1984 - Durham d4u vdi Leicester

17/03/1984 - Puong kim vo dich Cambridge dAu véi Dundee
23/03/1984 - Sidney Sussex d4u voi Exeter

30/03/1984 - UMIST d4u véi Liverpool

06/04/1984 - Birmingham d4u voi UCL

... vactr thé ﬁép tuc, Keele dAu vi Sussex, Manchester d4u véi Sheffield, Open dhu véi Edinburgh. Phia trén nhitng céi bang cat x¢ét do co mot tAm hinh



1ong trong khung anh, bj ip xuéng. Gior thi toi dang cam ﬂ]ﬁy’rrﬁnh hoan toan gléng Marion Cranef 1], nhung t6i cir cam tAm hinh Ién xem, va dung vay,
d6 Ia tam anh Patrick bt tay Barmber Gascoigne[2] va t6i bat thinh linh cam thiy khicp s, ddy 1 chon thiéng liéng cua Patrick, va t6i da lam lac mi
quang budc vao hang 6 ctia mot g dién...

[1] M6t nhén vét trong phim Psycho. C6 ly cip tién ctia ong chit, sau do, trén dudng bo trdn, ¢6 vo tinh nghi chan tai mdt nha nghi do mot ké tim thin
lam chu.

[2] Nguoi din chirong trinh Thach thirc Pai hoc trong sudt 25 nam, tir s dau tién dén tan nam 1987.
“Tim g} d4y, Brian?”

Toi xoay tron nguoi, tim kiém mot thir vii khi gi day. Patrick dang dimg ngay cira ra vao, Lucy Chang dang ngip nghé nhin qua vai anh ta, va cai ba o
gAu triic ctia Lucy Chang dang ngip nghé nhin qua vai co.

“Chi | ngurdng md tAm anh ctia anh thoi!”

“Puogc thoi, nhung cau lim on dit n6 tré lai ding chd cfi, dwoc chir?”

“Vang, vang di nhién roi...”

“Lucy... tra nhé?”

“Da, vang, cimon anh.”

Anh ta ném cho t6i mjt cai i nhin kiéu khong- them—dem—ma 101 di vao bép. Lucy ngdi trén chiéc ghé ung cimg ctia Patrick, nhung ngdi ngay kén thanh
ghe dé khong ép con gau tric xep 1ép. Chiing t6i ng01 yén ling, 101 cudi voi nhau, va clng ching rd vi nguyén c& g, 6 bét cudi nghe c6 vé hoi cang
thang, Trong ¢6 nhé nhin gon gang, mic mdt chiéc so mi tréng tinh sach & dwoc i can thin, nit 4o trén ctng duoc gai lai. Nhu viy ciing khong hé g,
¢6 van kha hép din, ngay ca voi dudng chin toc thap hoi 1on xon c6 vé dang bo xubng dé gip g& cap 1ong may, trong gidng mdt bo toc gia bi truot vé
phia trude.

Toi ¢b ging nin ra didu gido aé n6i. Toi dinh ndi véi 6 1a theo cudn Ky luc Guinness, Chang chinh thirc 14 cai ho phd bién nhét thé o, nhung t6i cho
ring ¢6 ciing biét thira diéu ndy rdi, nén danh mé miéng khen, “Nay, cau gioi that ddy, diém sb that dang ngac nhién! Tam muoi chin diém!”

“0, camon c4u. Va cau ciing gioi im, gioi viéc...”

“... thua cudc?”

‘O... phai, t¢ cho 1a vay!” va ¢6 lai cudi, giong cao va gion gid. “Gioi viée thua cude!”

Vi lich sy, t6i cling cuoi huia theo, va n6i, “Cha sao. Thua nita. Thua cho hoanh trang!”

“Samuel Beckett n6i, diing khong?”

“Ding rdi,” t6i n6i, hoi lai. “Cau dang hoc gi vy, nhéc lai xem?”

“O, nam hai, nganh Y,” ¢6 n6i, va toi nghi, Chiia oi, ¢6 4y 1 mot thién tai. Toi quan sét v6i vé ngac nhién 16 16 khi ¢6 coi cai ba 16 doc déo ra.
“Té thich ghu triic,” t6i noi.

“0... camon cau!”

“Dang ngip nghé nhin qua vai cau kia! Hay t6 nén n6i 1 Béc Kinh trén vai cau nhi!”

C6 nhin t6i khong hiéu, thé nén dé cho 13, t6i ndi, “Cau mang né bén minh tir nha ha?”

“Céundi gi co?”

“Céu mang né tir nha a?”

C5 trong bdi rbi. “Cau mudn noi dén ky tic x4 cia té a?”

Toi ¢6 cam gide chung himg, “Khong, cu biét ddy... qué cau dy.”

“A, y cau a Trung Qubc! Boivi d6 1a ghu trac chir gi? Ma, that ra, t& dén tir Minneapolis, nén khong phai dau.”
“Phai, nhung lic ban dAu caudéntir...?”

“Minneapolis...”



“Nhung bb me cau, ho dén tir...”
“Minneapolis...”
“Nhung b me cta ho dén tir...”
“Minneapolis...”

“Tét nhién roi. Minneapolis.” Va c6 cudi voi toi bﬁng su ttr t& chén thét, hoan hio bat chép sur that réng t61 10 rang 1a mdt g can ba phan biét chung tc,
dot nat. “Do 1a noi Hoang tir sinh ra!” 61 ndi, giong s6i noi.

“Chinh x4c! D6 14 noi Hoang ttr sinh ra,” ¢6 4y n6i. “Dui t& chira bao gid gip anh chang do.”

“Oi,” t6i thét 1én. Toi thir lai An nita. “Céu da xem phim Mua tim chua?”

“Chura,” c6 dép. “Thé. Cau. Pa. Xem Mua tim chua?”

“ROi. Hai lan,” toi dép.

“Cau c6 thich khéng?”’ c6 hoi.

“Khong han,” toi dap.

“Nhung cau da xem dén hai lin ma!”

“T6 biét vAy,” ti d4p, va hom hinh n6i, theo giong My kha chuén, “Cha hiéu!”

Va 1di, on Chtia, cira m6 va Colin Pagett Bé By xudt hién, cAm theo bdn chai Newcy Brown va mit hop gidy Ga ran Kentucky. Patrick dua cdu ta vao
glong nhe mjt Ong quan gia dan anh tho cao ong khéi vao, va trong im king khé xir sau d6, 0 tir tir ngAm nghi v& nghé thuat trd chuyén day phirc tap.
Tét nhién, Iy twéng nhat van [a thue ddy vao bu01 sang va dugc dua tan tay ban loi thoai dyr dinh s& ndi trong ca ngay, thé latoico thé xem qua v tur viét
10 thoai cho minh, cét bo nhitng nhn xét ngbe nghéch va cau nbi dua ngu si, do hoi. Nhung 16 rang didu d6 khong thue t&, va mbt kra chon khéc
chang bao gid néi chuyén nita, thi cling khong kha dung,

Vivay co & t6t hon nén nghi la viéc tro chuyén hoi giéng viée sang duong; trude khi mo miéng t0i can danh vai phtt nhin cé hai phia, thin trong xem xét
diéu sp ndi ra. Va néu diéu nay c6 nghia i cude néi chuyén cta t6i s& hoi chdm va mit tyr nhién, giéng nhu mdt cadién thoai gilta hai bo Pai Tay
Duong, ciing dong nghia véi viée toi phai danh thém mot it thoi gian dimg ngoai ria cude trd chuyén, noi mdt cach & 4n dy 13, nhin sang trai sang phai, thé
thi nén lam nhu vay, vi rd rang t6i khong thé mi1 quang di loang choang gitta dong xe ¢d. To1 khong thé ctr d€ minh bi xe chet phai nhur the nay.

May qua, chura can trd chuyén gi ngay lc nay vi trong khi doi Alice dén, Patrick cho chay mot trong s cac cubn bang video quy bau ciia anh ta - tran
chung két néim ngod, va ching toi ngbi xem doi Dundee thing mot lan nita, trong khi Patrick limbam céu tré 1i va Colin an thit g3 trong hop, thé la
trong nmuroi [am phtt, chi ¢é nhitng am thanh thé nay: Colin mit dui ga, Patrick 1am bam nhur dién & tay ghé sofa.

“. Kafka... nito... 1956... t4 trang... cAu hoi bay, khong phai cai ndo ca... C. P. E. Bach...”

Va thinh thoang, t6i xen vao mdt cau tra 1oi, khong thi I Colin, voi cai miéng day thit gi ran - Ravel, Hoa Nguc ctia Dante, Rosa Luxembourg, Veni Vidi
Vici - nhung 10 rang Patrick dang danh dau anh tho ctia minh, cho thay ai méi 1a chu, vi giong ctia anh ta cang ngay cang to...

“.. NHUNG BAN BLUE BUON... KHONG PHAI DAN DO THAL... BENH THUONG HAN. MARY... PO BEU LA SO NGUYEN TO...”
... va miic dil ciing thich churong trinh niy ciing nhiéu nhur bao nguoi khéc, t6i khong thé chiu diroc y nghi réng chuyén ndy ¢6 thé dura s viée di qué xa...
“ .. RHINE, RHONE, DANUBE... AND TY THE... CON LAC FOUCAULT...”

. anh ta da hoc thudc 1ong ching a? Liéu ching t6i ¢6 phai nghi la anh ta chua bao gio xem cudn bang trude ddy, hay ching toi phai nghi Ia dang nao thi
anh ta ciing biét moi cau tra 1 rdi? Va Lucy Chang c6 ) phan tmg gi trude tht ca sur viée nay? Toi liéc sang bén canh, c6 dang nhin xuong san, mét nhim
nghién, va t6i nghi ¢ & ¢6 budn, hodic khé xi, ciing d& hiéu thoi, nhung sau do t6i dé v thiy vai c6 hoi rung va nhén ra c6 dang c6 kim dé khong cuoi
pha En...

“.. BAI THO CA NGOI BINH BPUNG DI COT CUA NGUOI HY LAP... BO DIDDLEY...
THAM SAT VAO NGAY LE THANH BARTHOLOMEW... CAU HANG KHONG BERLIN...”

... va g It ¢6 1§ ¢ khong nhin nbi nita, chudng cira dudi liu vang kén, va Patrick dira, dé ba ching t6i chitm chéim nhin thing vao ti vi. Cudi cing,
chinh Colin 14 ngur6i n tieng truede, véi chit giong tram, day vé bi an.

“Chi tai t& nghi lin than, hay gi nay hoan toan phét dién rdi ha?”



sksksk

Sur xudt hién cua Alice lam cho bau khong khi trd nén bét niing né déng ké. Nang thé hon hé, duoc boc trong cai khan choang ¢, 40 khodc va ging tay
ho ngdn bang da 1on, nhin quanh phong, mim cudi chao moi nguoi. “Chao Bril” nang ndi mjt cach thit amap, va ném cho t6i mdt cai nhay mt khiéu
goi. Patrick lang xéng quanh nang, ding la g3 dén, anh ta luon tay lén mai toc trong nhur nhyra mau be, moi nang ngdi vao chd cta minh, va rét mot ly
ruou Bulgarian Cabernet Sauvignon tir chinh chai ruou t6i mua bang tién tii va dem dén nhur thé do Ia ciia anh ta vay. Khi Alice hoi, “Anh c6 phién
khong néu em hit thuc?” anh ta n6i “Di nhién 1 khong!” nhur thé dot nhién do Ia mot y trdng tuyét voi, tai sao anh ta khong tu minh nghi'ra s6m hon
vay, sau do anh ta ng6 quanh tim gi 46 dé ding lam gat tan, r6i thdy mot hop nho dung kep gidy, anh ta trit hét kep ra ban, theo ding ki€u dién cudng rit
bd khong thuong tiec.

Alice nép minh ngdi canh t6i trén ghé sofa, hong nang ap chit vao hong t6i, Patrick hing giong rdi n6i véi ca doi.

“Thé 1a ching ta da c6 mit day du! ‘Bo Tir Siéu Déang!” Va toi that sur nghi ring ching ta s& tao nén mot diéu diic biét vao namnay...”

Cho mot chit ndo - Bo Tir dy a2

“Bay gior s& giai thich vé qué trinh dién ra cudc thi nay...”

T6i dém s6 nguoi trong phong: mot, hai, ba...

... giai doan dau tién 1 ching ta can théng vong so khao cho cudc thi duoc truyén hinh tryc tiép...”

Tai sao khong noi 1 “Bo Nam Limg Danh™ Anh ta c6 mét cai quéi gi khi ndi “Bo Nam Limng Danh’” dau chir.

“Thoi han la hai tuan, cudc thi khéng chinh thire, nhung cling khd phet day, ching ta can dit gioi i dé c6 thé thi khi churong trinh 1én song. Vay tir day cho
dén ltic do, 61 dé nghi bdn ching ta hop mit & dy vao gid ndy mdi tudn, va tra 1i thir mdt s§ cau hoi soan trude, va ¢6 thé xem mdt hodic hai cudn

bang, chi 1 dé tap huyén déu dan trong...”

Guomda - sao t6i lai khong thé q‘én chir? Toi phai dén, péu khong, am sao t6i gip dugc Alice. Toi gio tay dinh hoi, nhung Patrick dang dé mot cudn
bang vao dau video, va khong thé thy t6i, nén toi bén hang giong va ndi, “O nay, Patrick...?”

“Gi ha Brian?”

“Thé t6i khong can dén a?”

“To6i nghi thé, khong can dau...”

“Khong hé ...2”

“Khong,..”

“Anh khong nghi d6 1 mdt y kién hay néu sau nay...?”

“A, ching t6i s& chi cAn cu trong trrdng hop khan cap thoi. Toi chi nghi ot nhit 1 ca bbn thanh vién nén tap cho quen viée coi nhau nhu mot doi, trén
co s6, cau bict day, chung t6i la mdt doi.”

“Vay I anh khong can t6i 4?”

“K}lér]g‘”

“Tham chi khong cAn dén va, anh biét ddy, quan sat chéng han....?”

“Khong that s cén thiét ddy Brian, khong dau...” va anh ta voi va‘mg‘én nit cho chay cudn bang. “DBuoc 1di, day 1 tran Leeds d4u voi Birkbeck trong
vong tir ket hai ndm trude. MOt tran dau that sy hay...” roi anh ta ngdi xuong ghe sofa, Alice chen gitra ching 61, hong nang ép sat vao hong t6i, trong
khi t61 cO gang nghi ra ké hoach am sat Patrick Watts.

Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chuéng Di, Dirng Poi duoc tai mién phi tai ww.EbookFull.Net.
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CAU HOI: Khau hi¢u tiéng Latin xuét hién cting hinh anh sur tir gam & dau cac bd phim ctia hing Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer c¢6 nghia gi?
TRA LOT: Ars Gratia Artis - Ngh¢ thudt Vi Ngh¢ thudt.

skksk

“Vang, c4 nhin em, em phai n6i i em tuyét d6i ghét bai tho ndy. Y em 1, em thiy caiy nghi ring day Ia m0t bai tho tinh déc séc that i nham nhi bay
chi la m0t bai tho' cia mot ga hing tinh, mot tén sokhanhtamthuong, tuyét vong vé tinh duc dang cd ging cham dén ci quan 16t ctia nguoi tinh bang
cach lai nhéi rang “Thoi glotlmthoat thoi dura’[1] ma khong chép nhén i tir chdi. Ching ¢6 gi 1 trik tinh hay lang man, va chac chin khéng c6 gi tinh
tir trong bai tho ndy ca, khong hé, cho di ta 1 phu nit,” Erin I nhe, d6 14 ¢6 ban ctia Alice, ¢ gai méit méo voi mai toc cat ngan nhudm vang hoe. “Thye
té thi, néu c6 gii ndo ddy giri bai tho ndy cho em hoic doc nd cho emnghe hodic lim gi trong tur, em s& goi canh sat. Chéng ly gi im la néu nguoi tinh
ctia ong ta thiy xdu hd. Nha tho nay B mdt gi thi ghét dan ba toan tap.”

[1] Nguyén van: Time’s Winged Chariot.

“Em nghil Andrew Marvell a mdt ga thii ghét dan ba?” Gido s Morrison hoi, nga ngudi trén chiéc ghé banh, nhirg ngon tay dai dat trén bung,
“V& co ban thi dung 1a vay. Du gi di nita, theo nhur bai tho nay thi chéc chén I nhu vay roi.”

“Vay giong n6i ctia nha tho va giong noi trong bai tho' 1a ctia mot nguoi va hét nhu nhau?”

“Tai sao lai khong? Chang c6 gi cho thiy bét ky bién phép nhan cach hoa xa ndo...”

“Brian, em nghi sao?”

Noi that nhé, toi dang nghi vé Alice, i viy toi ngimg lai mdt gidy va cau gidr bang cach cha cha vao 16 tai, nhu thé nhitng kha ning déic biét quan trong
clia t6i bang cach ndo d6 lai ndm ¢ dai tai va toi chi cin kich hoat ching viy. Pay mdi 1a Iin phu dao thir ba ctia t6i, va lin trude t6i bi bét 101 vi toi gia vo
da doc Cong vién Mansfield trong khi sur thét I chi m6i xem duoc nira tip dau trén ti vi, vi vy lan nay phai km tt hon. Tir kho vii khi ctia minh, t6i
chon cum tir “béi canh lich st

“Emnghii n6 phirc tap hon thé, diic biét néu ta dit bai tho ndy vao béi canh lich str...” va Erin chép miéng thé' dai, vi ¢d ta ¢6 xu hudng lam thé bat cir khi
ndo t6i mé miéng trong i phu dao. Erin 1d rang ghét t6i thAm té, méc du t6i ching hiéu tai sao, vi t6i van luion mim cudi voi ¢b ta co ma. Tat nhién trir
phi d6 chinh 1 nguyén nhan. Thoi ké di. Tap trung ndo. “Trude hét 15 rang c6 mot yéu té hai huée manh m€ ¢ ddy. Str dung thu phap khoa trrong chinh
13 tur nhan thitc duoc ban than, va theo hudng d6, bai tho ¢é mdt chut gidng bai xoné sb 130 ciia Shakespeare, ‘Mt ngudi tinh t6i khong giong anh it
trof’... (mot cau tho hay)... ngoai trir trong trrdng hop nay sur khoa truong cua nha tho khién 6ng c6 vé ngoe nghéch - sy tuyét vong, bat hanh cing cuc
ma 6ng vin vao dé thuyét phuc ngudi tinh hoi tAm chuyén y da khién 6 ong tr6 thanh mot nhan vét c6 ban chat hai hurée. PO 1 mot v& hai kich phan anh sy
tuyét vong vé tinh duc va sy bé mit day Iing man. That ra ‘ngudi tinh xau ho’ duoc lay tén dé dit cho bai tho, dbi tuong clia niém dam mé khong duogc
dap lai ctia nha tho ndy, chinh i ngudi c6 toan bd quyén han & day...”

“Nay, d6 2 mt dong nhitng thir to lao theo chii nghia s6 vanh, phan dong ddy,” Erin ngit o4, c6 ngdi ngo ngoay trén ghé sudt tir ndy gio, phan nd im
cho cac ghé nhyra kéu kin kit. “Cai ¢ nguoi yéu then thimg 4y cha c6 quyén han gi hét, ciing ché c6 ti ¢4 tinh ndo, ¢ ta chi 1 ké tAm thuong, rong tuéch,
ching qua dugc khic hoa 1a nguoi c6 sic dep va khong sin long quan hé tinh duc voi c4i ong nha tho Ay thoi. Ma 4m diéu bai tho 16 rang 1 ching hai
hude hay trit tinh gi sét, chi c6 doa nat, du dd voi dan ap thoi.”

Ri thi Chris, gi hippie ¢6 ban tay cau ban bit dau lén tiéng, thé 1 toi quyét dinh dé Erin ding anh chang nhur chd giii ngira thay thé trong chdc lat. Gido
sur Morrison nd mdt nu curdi hién tir nhur mdt ngudi cha véi t6i, dé toi biét a 6 ong ddng tinh voi t6i v& moi mit. Toi thich Gido sur Morrison. Toi cling so
ong nita, s két hop nay hoan toan ding dé danh cho mt giang vién dai hoc. Ong trong hao hao David Attenborough, diéu d6 ciing t6t cho mjt giang
vién dai hoc, 6ng hay mic quan nhung ke, ca vat hang dét kim, nguoi Smnhur que cui, khac han c4i i bung phé nho chic nich tréng nhur mot miéng 16t ném
duoc cot vao bang day da dudi chiée 4o so mi ban. Va khi ta dang néi thi 6ng Fing nghe chiim chii, dau hoi ngng 1én, nhimg ngdn tay dai dan vao nhau
kiéu nha tho ¢6 méi hinh thap trrde migng, hét nhu céc Tri thire hay lm trén ti vi.

Trong khi Erin dang an tuoi nudt sdng Chris va Gido sur Morrison dang cham chii theo di, t6i dé tam hon treo ngwoc canh cy va nhin ra khu virdn bén
ngoai cira sO, tiép tuc nghi v& Alice.

sksksk

Khi di doc theo Phd Lén trén dudng vé sau budi phy dao, t6i thay Rebecca hay tén-gi-d6 va hai ga trong kiéu tao-dién- ]amrm—day lc nao cling ke ke
bén 6 nang Ho dang nhét to roi vao tay nhiing nguoi mua simthd o va trong tich tc toi da dinh sang dudng. Noi that ra t0i ¢6 phin e dé 6 nang do,
nhét i sau cude nbi chuyén gin day, nhung t61 da tu hira voi long 14 phai hét strc két giao that nhiéu ban bé m6i & truong dai hoc, ngay ca khi ho dua ra
d loai ddu hiéu dé thé hién la chang thich minh cho Em.

“Chao dang 4y,” t6i noi.
“Nir hoang Khiéu vii day ma! Khoe khong?” ¢6 nang hoi va dura t6i mot o roi, ¢o dong toi tay chay Barclays.

5122

“Thét ra tién hoc bong cta t& dang duoc giri & mit ngin hang da qudc gia nhan dao va chu ddo khac 1Oil” t61 n6i véi anh nhin séf: bén, d?ty nhao bang va
gieu cot, nhung ¢ nang khong han dang nhin t6i ma lai quay ra phat o roi va la to “Chong nan phan biét ching toc 6 Nam Phi! Ung ho tay chay. Khong
nua hang héa Nam Phi! N6i khong véi nan phan biét ching tdc & Nam Phi!...”” Khi t6i da bat dau cam thay minh cling bi tay chay va dom buéce di thi c6



nang hoi, bang giong nho nhe hon mot ti, “Sao rdi, cau 6n dinh chura?”

“A, 6n ca. T6 & chung nha v6i hai théing Rupert cénh tA trdi dénh thanh vat. Nhung trir céi d6 ra thi moi thir cling khong t¢ m...” t0i vira mém thém goi
y vé vu dau tranh giai cap ma ¢d nang quan tam, nhung chic ¢6 nang nhan thay duge dieu dd, vi cd nang chi nhin t6i, boi roi.

“Ho déu tén | Rupert 2"

“Khong, bon ddy tén i Marcus va Josh.”

“Thé thi Rupert 13 ai?”

“Ho 13, ho 1, cAu biét dy... Rupert[2] chir con i nira,” nhung 161 phé binh nay dang bt dau mit di it nhidu sac bén, va t6i tyr hoi thay vao d6 minh ¢6
nén dé nghi phat to roi phu khong. Rot cude, do chinh Ia dicu khién t6i thay hang hai, va t6i c6 mdt chi truong khét khe 1 khong an duoc trai cdy Nam
Phi, n6 ciing khat khe nhu chi treong khong an tréi cay cia t6i vay. Nhung gio thi Rebecca dang gap nhitng to roi con lai va dua cho cac ban hoc cuia
cd nang,

[2] Rupert (tiéng 1ong Anh) chi nhitng thiéu nién ndi tiéng vi tinh sang tao ma thiéu nhitg pham chét dan 6ng quan trong,

“Pugc 16i, phan cia t6 hom nay thé 14 xong nhé. Gap cau ngiy mai, Toby, gap cdu sau, Rupert...” va dot nhién toi thay minh sanh budc xudng phd cling
¢6 nang, hoan toan khong biét viéc d6 1a chit y cia ai nira. “Thé bay gio tui minh di dau day?” ¢6 nang hoi, hai tay nhét sau vao i 4o khoac den vinyl.

“Ding ra, t& dang trén dudng dén Trién im Nghé thuat Thanh phd.”

“Trién lam Nghé thuat 47 ¢ nang hoi, to vé thich thi.

“Phai, cAu biét ddy, 6 nghil i minh ctr xem cho biét thi da sao?”

C6 nang chun mii, tra 1o, “Puoc thoi, cling di “xem cho biét” vay!” va t6i theo chan ¢6 nang xubng phd.
ok

A, céi chiéu di-xen thir-trién- lim-nghé-thudt-thé-nao xua nhur trai dt chinh ra lai khong 16 thoi dau nhé. Toi da cho doi dip ndo d6 dé thir chidu nay, vi
¢ Southend n6 khong kha thi, nhung ddy la mbt phong trién lim ngh¢ thuat dtng chuén; khong khi yén king nhur & thur vién, nhitng bang ghé da cAm
thach, tay bao vé ngu ga ngu gat trén may cai ghé khong thoai mai. K& hoach Iy trdng ciia toi i hen ho Alice ¢ ddy, nhung ctr dién tp voi nguoi khéc
trurde ciing tht, dé t6i c6 thé lwong trude nhitng phan tmg tir phat ctia minh.

T61 khong ngai thii nhan réng hiéu biét cua toi vé nghé thuit tao hinh kha 1 ndng can; thi dy nhur, t61 thudng bdm bung no6i r?mg ai déy trong tranh giéng
hét ngudi-ndy-nguoi-no trén ti vi. Ngoai ra, b mdt sb quy tic can phai nim 16 khi di xem trién lim nghé thuat - dimg truéc mdi bire tranh trong bao Iy,
tao ra am thanh gj, kiéu thé - nhung Rebecca va t6i d3 nhanh chong tao ra mot nhip diéu ding mure va thoai mai; khong di qué nhanh dé bi coi 1 nong
can, ciing khong dimg lai qué 1au dé ma thiy chan chét.

Ching t6i dang budc vao phong Thé ky Mudi tam, dimg trude mot bire tranh khong déc séc Jim ctia mdt hoa si t6i chua timg nghe dén, buc Lanh chiia
va Nir [Anh chua ding dudi cay dam chat Gainsborough.

“Phowanhxa gAn tuyét thit nhi,” t6i n6i, nhung thu hit sy cha y cua c6 bang quy lut vét thé tré nén nhd hon khi & xa hon thi ¢6 chit tam thuong, thé
nén t6i quyét dinh chon céch tiép can mang tinh chinh tri x hoi hon, Mac xit hon.

“Nhin khuon it ho kia! Han I ho hai long vai dia vi ctia minh Bm!”

“Chic vdy,” Rebecca dap, ching niin ma gi im

“Thé khong thich nghé thuét 42

“Dinhién 1 thich. Ching qua t6 khong nghi 14 chi vi mdt thir duoc dat vao mot cai khung lon, ma vang t€ hai mi t& bude phai dimg trude né hang gio' mi
xo0a cam. Y t¢ 1, xem cainay di...” Tay van dé trong i 40, cc} ra hiéu bang cénh doi ctia chiéc 40 khoac, chi chung quanh phong mjt cach nnnh‘bao,
... nhimg birc chin dung cuia cai bon nha giau roi hoi dang ngam nghia cta cai bat chinh ctia minh, nhitng birc tranh xinh xén thé hién cong viéc dong ang
vat va nhoc nhan, nhimg birc tranh v& nhiing con heo sach s& khong c6 vet ban nao. Y 6 la hdly nhin nhitg thir ky di nay xeni” - ¢6 ay chi mot than hinh
khoa than day dan, hong hég, min mang nam dai trén ghé - “tr,anh khiéu dém danh cho bon buon nd 1. Vi Chia, 1’6ng mu cta cO ta dau hét r6i co chir!
C6 bao gior trong doi cau thay mot nguoi dan ba khoa than giong nhur th chura?” T6i dinh bao Ia chira bao gio thdy dan ba khoa than, nhung lai khong
muon thoi bay di pham chat nghé thudt cuia minh, nén kheé noi. “Y t¢ 1, ding ra thi bire tranh d6 danh cho ai nhi?”

“Thé cau khong nghii nghé thuat ¢ gia tri ndi tai ndo diy a2”

“Khong, t& khong nghiin6 c6 gia tri ndi tai chi vi ai d6 ¢ dau do quyét dinh goin6 B ‘nghé thuat’. Gidng nhur c4i ny ndy - d6 B mdt thir v& van ma cau
cd thé thay trén burc tuong ctia Cau lac bo Bao thi dudi tinh...”

“Thé thi t& cho i néu cach mang dén, cau s& d6t rui chd nay...”



“Oi chao, dng i cau c6 mot thoi quen nho déng mér} ddy, vo diia ca nam...” t6i theo chan co di vao mot phong chira dﬁy tranh ﬁnh vét, va quyét dinh
dua cude n6i chuyén ra khoi chi d¢ chinh tri. “/SO nhi€u cua “finh vat” 1 gi nhi? La ‘céc tinh vat” hay ‘nhimg tinh vat'?” Diéu ndy khien t6i chi y 1a vind Ia
mot dicu tht vi tinh t€ c6 thé dem thao ludn trén kénh Radio 4, nhung c6 lai khong can cau.

“Vay cau theo dang phai chinh tri nao?” ¢6 hoi.

“A, chic kiéu nhur 13 chi nghia nhan van ti do canh ta.”

“Néi cling nhu khong...”

“A, & khong ndil..”

“A ma cdu hoc nganh gi 4y nhi?”

“Van. Anh.”

“Vananh I céi gi?”

“Van hoc Anh.”

“Thoi by giy ngudi ta goi né nhur thé ha? Ma ci gi cudn hit cdu vio Vananh thé, ngoai cai sy that d6 chi la mdt su trén tranh c6 loi, béo b, to tat.”
T6i chon cach phdt ky 10i binh luan cudi, va di thing vio bai phat biéu ti cia minh. “A, that tinh t& ciing khong biét phai lim gi. T6 ¢6 kién thirc nén kha
kha voi cac chiing chi’ O-level va A—leve], t& nghi t6i lich str, nghé thuat, ,hoéc c6 the 1a mdt mdn khoa hoc ndo day. C6 dieu néi vé van hoc ay ma, vé co
ban thi né tom gon kicn thirc cua tat ca cac m6én hoc - ndo 1a Tich sir, triét hoc, chinh tri hoc, chinh tri hoc gidi tinh, xa hi hoc, tim Iy hoc, ngdn ngir hoc,
khoa hoc. Van hoc la sy phan anh ¢6 t6 chirc cta loai nguoi vé thé gidi xung quanh minh, nén cting la ty nhién khi ma sy phan dnh do6 s& chira dyng toan
bo...” - Ty hoi cai da - .. mot bo nhimg quan diém, y tuéng, van dé...”

Vén van, van van va van van. Hoan toan chan thanh nhé, day khong phai la Jan dAu tién t6i ndi nhimg didu ny dau. Thue té thi, t6i sir dyng bai phat biéu
tl ngdn ndy trong tit ca nhitng cude phong vin vio céc trudng dai hoc, va miic dit khong duoc khi thé nhur bai dién vian Ching ta s& chién d4u trén cac
bai bién[3], n6 van thurong thanh cong voi cac giang vién dai hoc, dac biét khi di kém voi, nhur lic ndy, vo dAu birt tai va rit nhleu nhitng diéu bo nhin
manh. Toi dura bai phét biéu Ién t6i cire diém iy choang «... nhu Hamlet da n6i voi Polonius trong hoi hai, canh hai, toan la vé “tir ngt, tir ngi¥, tir ngt’,
céi ching ta goi Ia “van hoc’ thurc ra chi 1a cong cu cho céi duge mi€u ta chinh xac hon 1a Nghién ctru ve... Van vat.”

[3] Tén thuong goi ctia bai dién van ndi tiéng do Winston Churchill doc truée Ha vién Anh ngay 4 thang Sau nam 1940.

Rebecca ngam nghi vé didu nay, git g ra vé nghiém trang, “Thé ha, dAy chic chén | mdt mé nhitng thir nham nhi v6 van nhit ma thinh thoang t& ciing
nghe ndi dén,” ¢6 Ay néi, va bat dau bo di.

“Caunghi thé 42" t6i ndi, 1oc coe chay theo.

“Y ¢ I sao cu khong ndi don gian ki mubn mai diing quan trén ghé nha truong trong ba nam? It ra thé ciing chin thit hon. Vén chuong khong day cau
V¢ ‘van vat’, ma néu c6 dintra, gﬁng chi theo cach khong thue t€, hoi hot, vo ich nhat. Turc 1a bat yﬁ ai nghi chi can doc qua vo Undg:r Milk Wood la da
c6 the hoc dicu gi d6 thyrc tien vé chinh tri, tm Iy hoc hodc khoa hoc thi dung 1a ho dang ndi v& van. Ctr thir trdng turong ma xem néu ai d6 bao céu, ‘A,
ngai-tén-gi-d6-oi, t6i sap stra cat bd 14 lach clia ngai, va, thdi dugc roj, tht ra t6i chura hoe Y dén trinh d§ d6 dau, nhung dirng lo, t6i rat thich doc
Cugc phiéu luu ctia 6ng Pickwick[4]...7”

[4] The Pickwick Papers, tiéu thuyét dau tién ctia Charles Dickens.

“A, nganh Y & mdt trudng hop dic biét.”

“Thé chinh tri thi khong phai a2 Con lich sir? Luat? Tai sao lai khong? Boi vi d& hon 4? Khong dang phén tich sdu bang 42

“Thé sao cau khong ngti tiéu thuyét, tho ca va kich nghé gop phin lm cho cude sdng c6 chit luong va phong phi hon?”

“T¢ da khong noi vily, duge chua? Té chéic i ding nhu thé, nhung mot bén nhac pop ba phit ciing am dugc thé, va khong ai nghi 1 can phéi mit dén
nam dé hoc cai d6 dau.”

Toi chidc | Alexander Pope[5] d ndi gi o rat chuan dé giai vy cho toi lic nay, nhung ti khong tai no nhé noi, va toi dinh bung ding tir “thuyét vi loi”
nhung cling khdng chic lam The thay vao do, t6i bén ndi, “Chi vi mdt cai gi 6 khdng thyre tien thi khong cd nghia 1a n6 khong hitu dung,”

[5] Nha tho Anh ni tiéng thé ky murdi tam

Neghe thé, Rebecca chun mii, va t0i nhén ra e ndy minh dang Am vao mt tinh hudng kho ddi ph6, vé mit ngit nghia, nén t6i quyét dinh ding chién
thuat khac, va tiép tuc tan cong,

“Thé cau dang hoc nganh g, c4i rat | hitu dung 4y?”



“Luat. Namhai”

“Ludt!... Ra vdy, t6 cho 1 luat ciing hitu ich ddy.”

“O, cit hy vong vay di.”

Luét chinh 14 Iy 1. Néu dang trong mot phién toa, nhét dinh t6i khong muén tranh cai véi Rebecca Epstein. C~6 nang noi nhur tat vao mét ngudi ta voi cai
giong Glasgow, phun ra nhing cai kiéu “Pinh nghiia thuat ngi¥ ctia anh xemnao!” va “Lap luén ctia anh sdo rong qua day!” Thuc ra gid toi ciing chang
muo6n tranh ludn v6i ¢6 dy, nén t6i bén ngimg noi va chiing t6i kang 1€ di hét Bao tang Thanh pho ngim nghia nhitng tii kinh trung bay hoa thach, dong xu
La M3 va nong cu ¢b xua. Toi nghi ddy chinh 1 lan dau trong cudc ddi di hoc minh duoc ném trai va co xat voi thire tién. Di nhién ciing c6 nhirng tranh
cai voi Erin trong g6 phu dao, nhung nd cling gidng nhur tro vat tay; van @& chi i ban c6 thé chiu dung duoc t6i dau. Voi Rebecca, t61 cam thiy nhur bi
dam vao myt. Ngoai ra, dy moi chi la tuan I thir ba, t6i chac la roi minh s& kha hon, va tan day long toi biét minh ¢4 thé nghi ra mt cau trd 161 hing hon
sac bén, ngay ca khi néu chuyén do khdng xay ra trong vong ba dén bon ngay nita. Liic ndy thi t6i quyet dinh thir xem c6 dinh chuyén chii dé hay khong,
“Vay sau roi cau mudn m gi?” t6i hoi.

“Chura biét. Ching ta ¢6 thé di ubng gi ddy néu cau mudn...”

“Khong, y t¢ 1a sau dai hoc éiy, khi cau du didu kién...”

“Khi dis didu kién 42 Cha biét niva. S& c6 didu gi ddy that su tao nén khéc biét cho doi ngudi. TG ciing khong chic minh ¢6 mudn Bm ludt sur khong,
nhung ma t& c6 hirng thil voi ludt nhdp cu. Van phong Tu van Cong dan lam vige tot day. Cling c6 khi t& chuyén sang lam chinh tri hodc viet bao hay cai
gl day, nham gop phan thay doi nhitng ga Bao thi dang ghét. Cau thi sao?”

“0, ¢6 khi day hoc hogc nghién ciru. Lo ngd co khi lai viét van.”

“Cau viét cai gi thé?”

“A, chura c6 gi ca.” Toi quyét dinh thir cach khéc, va n6i thém, “Chi 6 mot bai tho ngfin thoi”

“0, day roi. Cau ki mot nha tho, thé ma t& chéing biét gi sét.” C6 Ay nhin dong hd. “A, t6 phai vé ddy.”

“Cau séng & dau?”

“Trang vién Kenwood, chd ¢6 bita tiéc am14y.”

“A, cting chd v6i ¢ ban Alice ctia t& ho?”

“Alice-toc-vang-xinh dep 47”

“Cau 4y xinh dep 4? T& ching dé y.” Gid t6i chuyén qua thir ap dung man nhéin nhd khéi hai kiéu hau nit quyén, nhung Rebecca chi tic udi, cau ¢ hoi,
“Lamsao céu quen c6 & thé ha?”

“A, chung doi tuyén Théach thirc Dai hoc...” t6i n6i, tur nhién nhiin vai. Tiéng cudi clia Rebecca vang én doi vio bire tudng da ciia vién bao tang,
“Cau chi duoc cai thich dua!”

“C6 gi ma budn cuoi?”

“Khong, khong ¢6 gi. Xin 16i nha, t& khong biét minh dang ndi chuyén véi mit nhan vat trén truyén hinh co ddy. Cau dang c6 chimg to cai gi vay?”
“Céu mudn ndi dén chuyén gi?”

“A, tham gia vao churong trinh kiéu nhur thé thi tirc 13 cau nmudn chimg minh didu gi d6.”

“Té ching mubn chimg minh cai gi ca! Cho vui thoi. Va dui sao di nita, bon t& ciing chua di didu kién dé tham gia cudc thi trén truyén hinh. Tudn sau
bon t¢ moi thi vong loai.”

“Thi d4u ha? Nghe c6 vé khi khai dan ong phét nhi. Khac gi cau phai méic quin 40 bao ho hodc cai gi trong tir. Cu choi & vi tri ndo vay? Trung phong?

“That ra thi t6 I dur bi dau tién.”
“A, thé thi cu khong that sy & trong d6i oL
“Khong, Khong, 6 nghi khong phai thé.”

“A, néu cau mudn t6 bé gity ngdn tay bim chudng ctia dira ndo ddy, chi can cho t6 biét...” Bay gio ching toi dang dimg & bac cau thang phong trién im,



va ltic chiing t6i bude vao trong thi trdi da bat dau toi. “N6i chuyén véi cau vui thit ddy... TG xin 61, 6 lai quén tén cau mét rdi.”
“Brian. Brian Jackson. Té dua cau vé nhé?”

“T6 biét duong, t& song ¢ do ma, nhd khong? Hen gap sau nhé, Jackson,” co xudng cau thang, rdi dimng chin va quay déu lai. “Ma Jackson ndy? Tét
nhién 1 c4u nén hoc bét ky mon nao cu muon. Viée nhén thirc va hiéu duoc thir van chwrong trong sach vo hoac bt ky nd e nghé thuat nao chinh la
trung tam ctiia mot xa hoi tir té. Cau nghl te_u' sao sach v& la{ la thu dAu tién m phat xit dem dét chir ha? Cau can hoc cach bao vé chinh kién t6t hon,” noi
101 ¢d quay lung, budc tirng bude ngan xudng bac thang r6i bién vao man dém
Ban dang doc truyén Nhan Chuong i, Pung Doi duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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CAU HOI: Tir ndo gdc tiéng Bire, md ta niém vui c6 duge tir sy khong may ctia ké khac?

TRA LOI: Schadenfreude[1].

[1] Sur sung sudng trén ndi dau khd ctia ngudi khac.

koK

Hoém nay rt cude van may ciing dén véi ti. Colin Pagett Bé By méic bénh viém gan.

Toi biét chuyén nay vao giita giov giang vé tp Tho trit tinh ctia Coleridge va Wordsworth. Tién si Oliver da gidng duroc mdt lic, va t6i dang 6 ging tap
trung, co gang hét minh, nhung trong tam tri to1 Tho trir tinh 1A mdt céi gi d6 giong nhu Kate Bush da hat, bai “Nguoi dan 6ng voi hinh anh dira tré trong
mat’ 2], va do chinh la van dé chu yéu ctia t6i doi voi van hoc lang man; chi 1a ching khong du lang man ma thoéi. Ban cr tuong la c6 ca mot dong tho
tinh dé c6 theé chép vao nhiing tam thi€p Valentine, nhung nhin chung thi chiing toan n6i vé ho nude, binh dung tro hoa tang va nguoi di thu gom dia.

[2] Nguyén van: “The Man with the child in his eyes”.

Qua nhimg diéu t6i c6 thé lrgm it tir Tién s Oliver, mdi quan tim chit yéu ctia Tam hon Lang man i 1) Thién nhién, 2) Mdi quan h¢ gitta con ngudi voi
thién nhién, 3) Sy that va 4) Cai dep, nhung nguoc lai t6i ¢6 xu hudng hudng img nhicu nhat véi dong tho khai thac nhimg d¢ tai nhu a) Chiia oi, emxinh
thit day, b) Anh thich em, xin hﬁy hen ho vai anh duoc khong, ¢) ch ho véi em that, that 1a tuyét voi va d) Sao em lai khong muon hen ho véi anh nira?
Chinh nho xtr ly duroc nhing d¢ tai nay mot cach kin do va sau sac ma dong tho ctia Shakespeare va Donne tro nén trit tinh va xiic dong long ngu’c‘)i
nhét & mrée Anhdaynhlmg luat 18 nay. Toi ngAm nghi dAu dé cho bai lun khai sang sép tdi va dang dinh dat 1 Hudng dén dinh nghia vé “Lang man’”,
nghién ciru bude dau vé “chét trix tinh” trong tho ciia Coleridge va Donne hoac tirong tur thi, vira hay kim sao, t6i thiy khuon niit ctia Alice Harbinson
xuat hién trurde cira giang duong,

Moi nguroi nhin 1én, ho nhin thi cting cha sao, nhung hinh nhur nang dang dir dir ngon tay chi vao t6i, va nhép miéng noi diéu g d6. Toi chi vao minh va
nang lat dat git dau, cti xudng that nhanh, viét gi d6 vao t& gidy A4 rdi 4n né Ién ctra kinh.

“Brian, Minh Can C4u - Khin cép,” tor gidy viét thé.

Pé quan hé u? Toi ty hoi. Chc"iC khong dau, mic du vay, 10 rang t6i khdng con ua chon nao !(MC ngoai viéc dira, vi vay t6i gom sach vd tai li€u lai mot
cach kin ddo, cti ngudi xuong va hudng ra cra. Tién s Oliver, thét ra la ca hdi truong, nhin vé phia toi.

“Xin 10i thay - em c6 hen v6i bac sia,” 01 n6i, va dat tay 1én ngue, nhu mu6n nhdn manh 1 minh ¢ thé in ding ra chét bat déc ky tir ddy nay. Du sao,
Tién s Oliver khong c6 vé ban tam gi nhicu ma tiep tuc giang vé Tho Trir tinh, t6i 1én ra ngoai hanh lang gip Alice, mit nang Nic nay da do burng, md hoi
nhé nhai, nang thé khong ra hoi nhung ma that déng yéu.

“Xin 101, xin 161, xin 161, xin 1i...” néng tho hén hén,

“Khdng sao, cd chuyén gi vay?”

“Ching t& cin cau! Cho vong xét tuyén chiéu nay.”

“That khong? Nhung Patrick ni t6 khong nén quiy ray...”

“Colin khong thé thi duoc - cau Ay bi viém gan.”


http://ebookfull.net

“Cau dia t& ddy a!” Tat nhién, t0i khong ddm tay vao khong khi hay m dong tac dn mimg nio ca, vi tdi hoan toan thich Colin va lo cho cau ta that, thét
day ma, the 1a t0i to ra lo ling va hoi tham, “Cau ay c6 sao khong?”

“Hoan toan khong sao. Khong nghiém trong, viém gan A dy mi. ing i ciu Ay trong ¢6 vé vang vang, nhung s& 6n thoi, dn ca thoi. C6 didu nhur thé
nghia 1a cau dugc vao doi! Ngay bay gio!” va ching t6i lam vai dong tac nho nhd thé hién su nén ndng gianh chién thang, chiang c6 gi sudng sa ca, roi
chay a0 dén Hoi Sinh vién.

skkesk

C6 nhimg thoi diém ma duong nhur chinh thanh tyu cta nhén loai lai m6 rong thém quan niém cta ching ta vé kha ning ctia con ngudi - chéng han nhur
tac pham diéu khéc cua Bernini hay Michelangelo, vo bikich cta Shakespeare hay tir tau dan ddy cta Beethoven. Va trua nay, trong cai quan bar sinh
vién khong mot bong nguoi, vi mot vai nguyén nhin khong thé giai thich cho hop 1y - s6 phén, hay may mén, ban tay v6 hinh cta Chiia, hay mbt sy chiéu
¢0 - t6i duong nhur da bict moi thr.

“Néu Adenine cip v6i Thymine thi Cytosine cp v6i...?”

Biét. “Guanine.”

“Tén day du ctia to chirc trao giai Oscar?”’

Biét. “Vién Han 1am Khoa hoc va Nghé thuat Pién anh.”

“Ding. Sdy, bui rim, ddm iy va rimg déu I tén céc loi ciia ho Sylviidae, tén phd bién hon ciia ho nay 1...?”

Biét. “Chim chich?”

“Ping. Tén that Roberta Joan Anderson?”’

Biét. “Joni Mitchell.”

“Bl’]l]g”

Ban t chitc Thach thitc Pai hoc da cir Julian t6i, mdt thanh nién n6i néing nho nhe, lich sy, khoéng hai muoi Fim tudi, méic o c6 chir V va thét ca vat;
dai khai la ban sao ctia Bamber Gascoigne. Thé & cude thi rat dé hiéu - bon miroi cau hoi trong vong murdi kim phut, khong co doi thi, duoc phép thao
ludn - xem chiing t6i c6 dat yéu cau dé xuét hién trong vong chung két chiéu trén truyén hinh hay khong, Va ching ti dat. O, ching toi dat thit. Trén
thure t€, t6i khong ngai khi ni rng ching t6i néng long m roi.

“M6t nhén vat tir thé ky mudi hai, hoang hau ctia Phap va Anh, i nguén cam himg cho nhiéu bai tho ctia Bernard de Ventadour, mdt nha tho trung dai?”
“Eleanor xtr Aquitaine,” t61 dap.

“Guom, grgmda - lam on thong qua ddi trudng céi da, dugc chir?” Patrick rit 1én gian dir. “Nay, Brian, lam sao cau biét ha?”

Toi biét cau tra 1vi that, vi Katharine Hepburn d déng vai ba 4y trong b phim gy nhicu tranh cai throng duoc chiéu trén ti vi vao trra Chi nhét, nhung
t01 khong n6i cho anh ta bict dicu do, toi chi git dau ra vé nghiém trang va n6i, mat mo to, “Toi chi.. bict the thoi” nhur the céi ning lye chinh phyc the
gi6i tuyét voi, tuyét doi tir kién thire phd quat cua 61 Ia mot dicu bi an, ngay ca vai toi vay. Pay ngd vue, Patrick nhin sang Lucy Chang dé xac minh,
nhung c6 nang chi nhiin vai, the 14 anh ta bén tra ot “Eleanor ctia xr Aquitaine?”’

“Ding,” Julian noi.

Cam thdy mjt ban tay dang ndm chit canh tay minh, t6i lién liéc sang phai, Alice dang ng01 i d6 mim cuoi vi toi, mét mo to day ngac nhién. D6 1a cau tra
161 dung thi chin lién tlep, va t6i dang cam thiy diéu ma Jesse Owens[3] 4t hin da cam thiy & Thé van hoi Berlin nam 1936. Nhitng ngudi khac khong
¢6 kha ning dat duoc didu d6, ngay ca Lucy Chang, va dot nhién bénh viém gan ctia Colin Pagett nhur thé lai 1a didu tt nhét xay dén véi tit ca moi
nguoi trir Colin Pagett, boi vi co vé 1a t61 biet moi dicu vé moi thir that.

[3] Jesse Owens l van dong vién dién kinh ngudi My thanh cong nhét trong Thé van hoi Mia hé tai Berlin néim 1936, anh gianh duoc bén huy churong
vang

“Pudng vi tuyén ndo duoc chon tai hoi nghi Postdam nim 1945 am duong phén chia ranh gi6i ctia Nam Triéu Tién va Bic Triéu Tién?”
Toi that tinh khong biét cau tra 101, nhung khong sao, ching t6i di ¢ Lucy.
“Vi tuyén ba muroi tam?”

Va chuyén cir tlgé' tiép dién'— Andalucia - ding, 1254 - diing, canxi cacbonat - dtng, Ford Madox Ford - ding. Di nhién, néu chuyén ndy that sy dién ra
trén ti vi, chac han toan quoc s€ phai sting so, nhitng cai nia gaim day banh mréng s€ bi khung lai khi dang ¢ gitra dudng dura vao miéng ngurdi xem trong



s kinh ngac dén nghet tho. Nhung khong, n6 chi dién ra trong mdt quan bar sinh vién ving tanh, ndng nic mii bia va thudc 14, vao lic ba gio chiéu mot
ngiy thir Ba cua thing Mudi mjt amudt, va khong co ai theo ddi, thdm chi nhirng nguoi quét don cling vay, mt nguoi trong sO ho da bat dau hut bui
cac tam tham ctia quan.

“Um, ¢6 1§ ching ta nén...” Julian Aim bam.

Patrick nhdy dung 1én va la hét diy gian di.

“Nay nhé! CHUNG TOI PANG CO GANG THI VA PANG CHAY BUA VOI THOI GIAN PAY!”

“Cai d6 lam sau cling dugc ma!” ngudi quét don noi, van tiép tuc hit bui.

“ANH NAY NAY...” Patrick Ién tiéng, chi tay vao Julian, giéng nhwr mdt nha tién tri ctia Kinh Cyu uée .. DA DUQC TRU SO CUQC THI THACH
THUC DAIHOC O MANCHESTER CU DEN DAY BAY!” va vi mit Iy do nao do, hinh nhur cau ndi ndy dwgc viée, vi ngudi quét don da tit méy
hit bui, lAm bamdi d6 gat tan.

Trd i v6i cude thi. Toi tw hoi & ndo cAu thin chi da bi phé vo, va khong bit ching t6i ¢ thé giit thé théing méii khong, nhung t0i khong cn o king vi
cau hoi ke tiep 1a vé viéc chon tau ctia nguoi duge phat hién tai Suffolk vao nam 1939, vu phat kien nay dem dén hiéu bi€t su séc ve nhirng nghi thire
chon cat ¢o xua.

Biét.

“Vung Sutton Hoo,” t1 déap.

“Dlmg”

“Cudc kiém tra tAmly qua méu vét mure,” t0i tra o1,

“Bl’]l]g‘”

“Biéu md...” Lucy tra Ioi.

“Dl’]l]g,”

“Uganda?”’ Patrick noi.

“Khong, t6i ngh la murde Zaire...” t6i n6i, va Patrick cau kinh nhin toi hét nhw Caligula[4] vi da dam nghi ngo uy quyén ctia anh ta, sau d6 quay lai phia
Julian va tra 16i chac nich “Uganda.”

[4] Gaius Juhus Caesar Augustus Ge{manicus, thuong duoc goi véi biét hiéu Caligula, 13 hoang dé La Ma tht ba thudc triéu dai Julio-Claudia, tri vi tir
nam 37 dén nam41 Cong nguyén, ndi ti€ng 1a modt lAnh chiia ddc tai dién cudng,

“Sai rOi. Thit ra d6 1a Zaire,” Julian ndi, cudi an ti toi. Toi ngh d thiy it Patrick hoi git gidt mdt céch khong twr chi, nhung t6i da qua chin chéin dé
ma ha hé vé dieu do, vi rot cude, Patrick a, d6 khong phai 1a hanh dong ghi di€m nho nhat cia mdt ca nhan, tat ca Ia vi dong doi, do dan...

“Chim sé nudi,” t6i dap.

“a 1a ddng du ctia b theo mddun m ding khong?”” Lucy thi thao.

“Luat han ché nhap khéu ngii cbe,” Patrick la lén.

“Ding”

“The Woodlanders ctia Thormas Hardy,” t6i dé xudt.

“Ding”

“Buster Keaton?”” Alice goiy.

“Khong, t6 nghil @6 3 Harold Lloyd,” t6i néi, mdt cach tir ton nhung chéic chin.
“Pugc 16i, Harold Lioyd?” Alice dp.

“Dling. K sur hang khong ndo mit vao ndm 1937, vai nam trude khi ban thiét ké ni tiéng nhét ctia dng bit dau thdng tri bau trdi trong sudt cude chién



cla...?”
“R. J. Mitchell,” t6i dép.

“Cai gi?” Patrick hoi.

“R. J. Mitchell, nguoi thiét ké méy bay Spitfire.” Toi nho duoc cai tén nity B do to quéng céo trén céi hop clia b Fip rép Airfix ti ¢ 1/12, va t0i biét minh
ding, d6 la R. J. Mitchell, nhat dinh r6i, chéc chan thé. Nhung Patrick hién dang nhin t6i, cau may nhu thé anh ta dang ho hoi, dang khao khat chd t61 bi
sai. “La R. J. Mitchell ddy - tin t&r di.”

“R. J. Mitchell?”” anh ta guong dap.

“Diing,” Julian ndi, gitr thi khong thé khong mim cui rdi. Patrick nheo mit nhin t6i, nhung Lucy thi nga ngwdi vé phia trude anh ta va ra déu voi t0i bing
cach gio ngdn tay céi Ién, con Alice, a, Alice trugt ban tay ra sau toi va dat 1én cho that lung t6i, noi chiéc 4o so mi bi 16i ra khoi quén jean.

“Pugc rdi, cAu hoi cudi; kim loai cé tinh sat tir ‘Ehuéc nhg')m VIII trong bang tuAn hoan céc nguyén t6 hoa hoc, dugc nha hoa hoc Thuy bién Qeorg
Brandt tach ra vao nam 1735, Siu(jc su dung d€ san xuat hop kim ¢ tinh tir va chiu nhiét?”” Thanh thit ma ndi, bang tuan hoan cac nguyén t6 hoa hoc
cua 61 hoi bi hoen gf, va t6i chang bict ti gi vé cau nay ca, nhung khong hé gi vi lai mdt Ian nita Lucy Chang da biét.

“Coban,” ¢ tra 101.

“Ding.”” Cude thi chAm dirt, ching t6i nhéy 1én vd vao kg nhau, Alice 5m cham ly t6i, va tir chd wét dAm trén heng toi nhan ra minh da d6 md hoi hét
nhu con ngya dua.

Nhung Julian héng giong va noi, “A, diém sb chung cudc ctia cac ban 14 ba nuroi chin trén téng s6 bdn muroi, mdt diém sb tht sw tuyét voi, va toi vui
nirng thong bao rang cac cau nhat dinh s& cd mit trong cudc tranh tai Thach thirc Pai hoc nim nay!”

Va dam dong, néu c6 mdt dam dong, chc hdn ho s& reo hd dién dai cho xem

ks

Bén ngodi toa nha Hoi Sinh vién tit cé bon t0i déu bét tay véi anh chéng Julian tré tudi, chiic anh ta quay lai Manchester thurgng 19 binh an, hen gip lai
anh vao ngy 15 thang Hai, xin giri nhing 101 chiic t6t dep nhat dén 6ng Bamber, ha-ha, r6i tat ca ching t6i dimg canh nhau trong rang chicu, chang biet
tiep theo day phai lam gi.

“Thé thi... di udng bia chic mimg nhé!” t6i néi, thich thi mudn kéo dai dur vi chién thing,

“Sao? Vao lic bon gior chiéu Ay a?” Patrick gian dit ndi, kim nhur t6i vira moi moi ngudi quay lai chd t6i dé hut heroin hay nrou ché tréc ting khong
bing

“Khong duge dau, xin 16i nhé, mai ¢ bai kiém tra,” Lucy noi.

“Té ciing khong di duoc lun,” Alice n6i, va c6 mdt khoang king cho doi ngiin ngii trong khi moi ngudi dang ban khozn khong biét nang dinh dua ra
nguyén nhan gi.

Nang ching ban tim dén viéc do6, thé 1a t6i bén ndi, “Buoc rdi, t& di ciing duong vai cau, 16 s& dua cau vé nha.” Ching tdi cit budc, va i ¢b nghi ra
mot 1oi gidi thich hop 1y cho viéc minh dang di hoan toan sai hudng,

“Nay, sao ma cdu gioi thé ha!” nang n6i, khi chiing t6i bang qua cong vién dan dén ky tic x4 ciia ning, “Cau th vi that ddy.”

“A, lr, camon nhé. Cau ciing viy ma.”

“Oi dao, v& van. Té chiing c6 ich gi cho doi ca. Lic dau t6 vao duge doi ching qua vi cau tudn cho té dap an thoi.”

“O, lam g c6 chuyén ddy,” t6i ndi, mic di ding thé that.

“Ma lam sao ciu biét nhimg cai d6 thé?”

“Phi hoai tudi xuan!” t6i dap, nhumg nang khong hiéu, nén t6i bén ndi tiép, “Té cho 1 minh chi c6 kha néing nhd nhitng kién thirc vo bd, chi viy thoi.”
“Cau nghil ¢6 mdt thir nhur thé that 42 Nhur kiéu kién thire vo bo ay?”

“A. Thinh thoang t& con mong la minh chura timg hoc cach dan bang kim mdc,” 161 no, va Alice pha 1én cudi. RS rang nang tong toi dang dua, co 1€
nhu the 1a tot nhat. “Va 161 ctia nhitng bai nhac pop, nhiéu lic t& nghi t6 c6 thé doan ma khong can biét qua nhiéu 10 nhac pop...”

“Cr cho t6i nhitng qué t4o 16m d6m nhung xin hiy giit lai chim chdc va nhimg ch ong...?”

Biét bai nay.



““Chiéc taxi mau vang to Ion” ctia Joni Mitchell,” ti noi.

“Tir d6 thi Ibizato t&i ving song sudi Norfolk Broads...”

Bai nay ciing biét.

“Su séng trén Sao Hoa’, ca si Bowie,” t01 noi.

“Pugc i, xem ndo, mdt bai mdi nhé. “Nang c6 xuong gd ma cao, doi it 11 161 va nang duoc khai sang vé tinh duc clia Cosmopolitan...”
Di nhién, t6i biét cau tra 16, nhung t6i im king mdt hoi ra vé khong biét, rdi néi, ““Lan da hoan héo’, Lioyd Cole va nhém Commotions?”
“Puge 16i, dén ot t6. Poan nhé...”

Thé I i nghi mot e, hit mdt hoi sau rdi n6i,

“Anh thy hai ngbi sao vut sang dém qua/ Anh udc voi hai vi sao nhung d6 chi la nhirg vé tinty Thét sai Jam khi nguyén udc voi nhimg vt vo tri trong
khong trung/ Anh wde, anh ude, anh wéc emdé y dén anh.”

Va c6 vé chuyén thé I tr6t lot, theo cai nghia nang khong phéat 6i va non vao t6i ngay tai chd. Vang, toi biét minh phai tur cam thay xéu ho, v o, t6i thay
the that. Du vay, c6 vé nang tiép nhan chuyén dé6 mot cach kha ngy tho, suy nghi mot hoi va néi “Billy Bragg - bai ‘Mot nudc Anh mdi me’.”

“Tring phde,” t6i noi.

“Dep mi, ding khong?”

“T6 cting nghi vay,” va chiing t6i th b6 trén con dudng c6 hang cdy rop mat, anh den vang carnnhap nhdy khi ching t61 di ngang qua, gidng nhu cai san
nhay phat sang trong cuon video Billie-Jean. Trong gy phit nay day, t61 chot nghi ching t61 rét gidng tim anh den tréing trén bia ctia album tuyén tap
Nhitng bén tinh ca bt hi ciia hiing Ronco gdm bop dia duoc quang cao trén ti vi. Phia trude 1 mot déng 14 moi roi phi ddy mit dat 6 mau ndu do
nhat, ndu vang nhat va vang, t6i hudng nang nhin vé phia ching, néi “E, ching minh ctng d4 dong 14 kia di!”

“Khong lam thi tot hon. Hay ¢6 phan ché trong ddy,” nang dap.

Va t6i phai thira nhan d& ma nang ¢6 Iy Bm

skoksk

Mt lat sau ching t6i da quay vé trang vién Kenwood. Nang nim canh tay t6i sudt ca doan duong, diéu ndy phai co mot y nghia gi d6 chur nhi, thé 1a t6i
bao gan hdi, “Nay, thir Ba tuan t6i cau dinh lam gi?”

Phai c6 mdt con mit day kinh nghiém nhur t6i moi nhan thy mdt tia nhin hoang mang thoang vut qua trén khuon mit Alice Harbmson, nhlrng khong sao
ca, nd chi thoang qua trong tich tic, trurde khi ning ngd nging nhin, v gb gd ngdn tay vao cam. “Thir Ba tudn... tdi 42 D& xemndo...” nang ndi. Nhanh
Ién, Alice, nghii ra mdt cai c6 ndo do di, cd gai nhanh nhen, coi ndo, nghi di, nghidi...

“Chi 14 sinh nhét Jan thir muroi chin ctia t6 thoi, cau biét ddy. Cai tudi Mot-Chin!...” va ti ngimg lai dii Au cho ning mil quéng di vao céi by toi giang ra.
“Va cAu c6 mit bita tiéc! A t6 thich dén...”

“Thire ra, khong c6 tiéc ting g, t& khong quen nhiéu ban bé dé ma mé mdt bira tiéc. Nhung t6 nghi ¢6 khi ching minh chi di ra ngoai... an ti hay lam gi
d6 duogc khong nhi?”

“Chi c6 cau v6i t¢ 42" nang mim cudi. Phai néi nhu thé ndo nhi, “ha hic” hay “nhéch mép™

“Chi c6 t& voi cau thdi...”

“Pugc,” nang dap, nghe nhur ¢6 hai tir. “Du. Uoc. Sao khong nhi? Phai roi! S& rat tuyét day! S& vui im day!” nang thot Ién.
Va 16 sé& tuyét. Tuyét va vui. Toi quyét tim 1 n6 s& Tuyét va Vui.

Ban dang doc truyén Nhén Chuong i, Pung Doi duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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CAU HOI: Laguno, Vellus (ngin, mérp va khong sic t6), va Ferminal (ctmg dai va ¢6 séc t6) | nhing thuat ngit dimg dé md ta céc giai doan phat trién
khac nhau ctia bo phan ndo trén co thé con nguoi?

TRA LOI: Long,
sksksk

Hom nay I mot ngay déic biét, khong chi i sinh nhét thir murdi chin, néim cudi cling ctia tudi thiéu nién, khoi dau cho giai doan trréng thanh, tudi thanh
nién modi la ddy hao hire trong cude doi Brian Jackson, ma déy con la ngay hen ho an toi ling man chi ¢6 hai ngudi, t6i va Alice Harbinson, va nhu mot
mon qua sinh nhit dac biét cho ban than, cho Alice, va cho thé gidi, t6i quyét dinh thay d6i han hinh twong ctia minh.

Thét sy thi viéc nay déng I8 phai m lau im rdi. Nhiéu nghé si vidai, ching han nhu David Bowie hodc Kate Bush gir virng dia vi cia minh bang cach
lién tuc thay ddi thai d6 va dién mao, nhung cong bang ma ndi gan day tréng toi ¢ vé hoi lac hau. Toi khong dinh lam diéu gi thai qua, khong dinh bt
dAu mic 4o nit len, im anh hing hoac trd thanh ké lrdng tinh hodc cai gi trong tu, nhung t6i dinh cét toc. Khong, khong chi cét ngin. Cit kiéu co.

Noi that thi dau toc thudng 1a nguyén nhén gay tranh cii. Gidng nhur viée ding gel, rira nit hay thoa son, & Trurdng Pho théng Hon hop Langley, viée cat
toc tao kiéu thudng bi xem 1 ¢4 chut €o udt. Piéu do co nghiia la mai cho dén hom nay du t6i van bu xi voi kiéu toc vo danh, khong c6 kiéu dang 1o
rang, toc ri thing xuong qua mit, co 40, hoi quén trong mét vé sinh va 10i ra hai tai nén nhin d4u t6i tréng chéing khac ndo mdt c4i chudng to hodc 1, nhur
Tone hin s& mb ta, dau clia tay nim cira.

Nhung hém nay tit ca nhing chuyén do6 s& két thiic, boi vi toi da dé mét dén Cutz, mot thAm m vién nam nit - khong phai tiém hét toc - ¢ bé ngodi ra
nhin. N6 hién dai mi khong céch tan, va hoan toan nam tinh, sach s&, véi nhing cudn tap chi The Face va id dé doc, thay vi mdt déng bao Razze va
Mayfair quan mép, dinh df?ly toc. Toi da ndi chuyén véi mot thanh nién tir té tén Sean, mot anh chang téc hui cua deo mdt bén khuyén tai va c6 cach xir
su rit-con-trai, anh ta bao s& lam toc cho 6i lic mudi gio.

Di nhién, dat khing khiép, nhung t61 d3 6 niim bang me giri qua buu dién sang nay (nhét vao mot cai thiép mit trudc c6 hinh céc cau thil bong d4 -
“Pimg tiéu xai hoang phi d4y!”), va nim bang tir Nana Jackson danh cho budi t5i ing man hai nguoi tdi nay, nén t6i cam thay kha ring rinh va duong
hoang khi hds hitng bude vao tiém Cutz, 1 vi khéch d4u tién trong ngay. Toi tién dén chd dam nhéan vién dang tu tip quanh ban tiép tan, udng ca phé va
hut Silk Cut.

“Hen Iuc 10 gio? Véi Sean? Tén Jackson?”

Bon ho déu nhin Ién, nghia quan 4o va dau tc t6i, sau do nhin xudng theo kiéu “khdéng-nén-dinh-vao™, ngoai trir ¢ tiép tn, cd ta di téi va kiém tra s6
hen. Mic du vay, t6i khong thay Sean dau. Anh ban mdi Sean ctia t6i dau roi nhi?

“Hom nay Sean khong dén im” ¢6 ta noi.
‘O, thé a..?”
“Nhung ma Nicky co thé cit toc cho ciu. Anh ta i thy hoc viée. Puge chi?”

Toi ddi theo 4nh it c6 ta nhin vao gdc nha noi cé mdt ciu trai gy tro xuong dang mién cudng quét ddng toc cit tdi qua. Nicky ddy u? Cau ta trong
chi khoang sau tuoi.

“Tho hoc viée 427 t6i thi thio.
“Anh ta ciing gibng Sean thoi, chi 14 ré hon mot chit”, ¢6 tiép tan vui vé n6i, nhung ngay dén c6 ta ciing con biét d6 1 chuyén may rii.

Ban c6 biét 1 & mién Vién Tay, khi mdt toan cao bdi vao mot nha thd, va anh chang thi finh phéi chon c6 gai diém ma anh ta thich nhét, lic ndo ciing s&
¢d mdt 0 trong sexy voi mot cai nét rudi xinh dep, mdt ¢6 10 rang trong hép dan hon méy c6 khac, nhitng c6 béo yc ich hoac géy tro xuong hodc g
nhén nheo, hodc c6 mdt cai chin go hodc mot ndt rudi trén mdi, hodc ‘mit con miét gia, di nhién chang cao boi thrdng chon ¢6 hap dan nhat ding
khong? Um, t6i khong thé khong thiy 4i ngai thay cho camxtic clia miy co gai diémkhac. Toi biét mai ddm la sai trdi, nhung cai kiéu nhin vai ddy thét
vong, cam chiu ma céc c6 gai diém bi khach chéi tir thé hién ra khi quay lai chiéc ghé dai cho thiy ring méc dit t6t hon I ho khong nén déi tinh duc iy
tién thay vi tinh yéu voi mt g3 cao bdi xa la, nhung chéc hin néu duoc dé nghi im thé thi van tot hon. Va d6 chinh 1 cach nhin ma Nicky Hoc Viée
dang trao cho t6i. T6i khong thé khurde tir Nicky, boi vi anh ta chinh B ¢6 gai diém co cai chin gd.

“Toi dam chéc | Nicky s& Bm tt!” t6i vui vé n6i, va Nicky nhtn vai, diit chdi xudng, cim kéo 1én, sin sang cit toc cho toi.

Ho demén cho t6i mdt loai ca phé doc dao dyng trong binh c6 tay cam va ching t6i ¢4 cai hinh nhw dwoc goi la “tu van’ An”. Céi nay ding la danh do, vi
61 khong thét sur c6 du von tir. Toi nghi tdi viée dem theo mdt tAm anh dai khai dé hd tro vé nhan quan, nhung néu t6i trung ra mdt tim anh cta David
Bowie hodc Sting hay Harrison Ford, ho chi cuoi vao nit t6i ma thoi.

“Céu mudn cit kiéu gi? Binh thuong 4?7



“Khong biét. Kiéu binh thirong 1 sa0?””
“Ngin-sau-va-hai-bén.”

Khong, thé khong dep - nghe lac hiu qua di. “Thét ra t6i thién vé kiéu dé dai & trén, toc xda 18 ngdi trai, rdi chai ra sau, ngin & trén 13 tai va ding sau
}1011’9

“Cao ¢ sauha?”’

“Chi mdt it thoi.”

“Gibng trong Brideshead Revisited ha?”

“Khong!” t6i bat cudi, co nghia 1 ddng y.

“A, thé thi khac gi dau?”

Binh tish ndo. “Um.”

... Vi c4i cAu vira m6i md ta chinh 1 ngin-sau-va-hai-bén.”

“Vay ha? Thé thi duoc thoi, ngin-sau-va-hai-bén.”

“C6 goi dau khong?” cau ta dé nghi, cAmmd toc giira ngon trd va cai voi vé ghé tom, gidng nhur mdt ngudi dang cam mdt to khin gidy do ban vay.

C6 dat hon khong nhi? “Théi, khoi, vAy i dwoc rdi, camon.”

“Cau la sinh vién a?”

“Phail”

“Boa'n Vay.”

Va thé 1a bt dau. Anh chang Nicky tré tudi that ra ciing kha khéo Iéo véi cay kéo, néu so voi cdy kéo bang nhua c6 dau bo tron anh ta sir dung lin gan
day nhat, va ching bao lau anh ta nhao vao déy hao himg, khi ban “Purple Rain” duoc bat to v6i dan 4m thanh nbi. Trong khi d6 t6i ngdi doc The Face
va vor hiéu ndi | dung to tap chi, vo' khong lo ling gi vé mai toc ctia minh, 6 khong, khong hé, ngay ca khi Nicky a tho hoc viéc. Tho hoc viée gi nhi? Thy
hoc viéc stra ong nu6e? Stra dién? Chay may tién? Toi dang xem mot bai bao V& trurt van ma chang nhdi nhét duoc gl hét, nén thay vao do chi nhin
nhing ngudi mau trong Imy bure anh chyp thoi trang, tit ca déu giy tong teo, 4i nam 4i ni¥, hd nguc va co dang Ve ué oai sau khi giao hop, hét thay bon
ho déu ché nhao t6i, nhur thé ché nhao nhig gi Nicky dang lam voi mai toc t6i, va bay gidr cai tong do dién da tit, anh ta dang ding kéo tia toc & giy
t01. Tho hoc viée xén Iong ctru? Toi ngude nhin én tir t6 The Face, nhin vao gwong, va tréng.. dep that, gon gang va m6i me, ¢ sur sira sang nhung tw
nhién. Trong t6i on. Thuc ra thi, t61 nghi day cd € chinh la kiéu toc danh riéng cho minh, kiéu téc hoan hdo, kieu toc ma t6i da doi chd trong sudt cudc
doi minh. Nicky, t6i rat xin 10i vi da tirng nghi ngd anh...

Nhung anh ta van tiép tuc cét. Gidng nhur khi ban wira v& duge mot kiét tic & trurong tiéu hoc, va gido vién n6i “Dimg lai ngay di, con lAm hong bay gio”
- Nicky dang lamhong né! Anh ta dang tao ra nhitng duong dao cao sat mang tai ti, anh ta cao gay cao lén dén mirc phén toc dai ¢ dinh dau trong hét
nhu mdt bo toc gia. Tho hoc viée cit co 42 Hay tho hoc viée giét md & hang thit? Toi mudn nhio t6i va giut soi day cap dién ra khoi trong, nhung khong

thé, 61 chi bén quay lai cAm lang nhin vao to The Face, ¢6 bai bdo gi d6 néi vé kiéu khiéu vii cudng nhiét ctia ngudi My da den & cc trung tm mua sim
& Basingstoke, va chd doi tiéng ré ré dimg lai.

Cudi cing thi anh ta ciing dimg lai. “Gel hay sap?”” Anh ta hoi.

A

Chiia oi, gel hay sap 4y 4? Lam sao ma t6i biét dugc. “Tti trim dau luon” ¢6 phai a mdt lya chon khong? Toi chura bao gi dung sap, thé 1 t6i bao sap,
va anh ta mé mt hop xi gidy nho, cha thir gi d6 nhur kiéu md lon vao tay, rdi vubt ngon tay 1én nhing gi con lai clia mi toc toi.

RO rang 1a t61 da xa, xa that xa khoi Brideshead. Trong toi nhw Winston Smith. Trong t6i nhu mdt con tho bi vét 1ong. Trong ti ¢6 vé hom hem véi doi
mét m to, b dang ho lao va hoi bi dién. Nicky JAy tim guong va cho 1 thiy phan gy, noi cai tong do dién da lam 16 ra canh turong trén Sao Hoa voi
nhitng vét theo va nhot ma 6 tham chi con khong biét dén sur tn tai ciia ching cho dén gioy, mot trong s6 ching dang ruém méu.

“Nghi sao ha?”’ Nicky héi.
“Hoan hao!” t6i noi.
sksksk

Gid thi t6i d4 pha hong mai téc cia minh, ding lie phai chon mdt nha hang cho bita i ing man hai nguoi. Mot lin nira, khong ai day ban cach chon
nha hang, va t0i cling chura bao gio dén mot nha hang ding nghia v6i mdt ngudi nao khac trude ddy, chi yéu chi ¢6 uong ca phé va an ca ri voi mon Tau
cung Spencer va Tone, ma ¢ nhiing noi d6, thuong thi kieu két thiic truyén thong cia mdt bita an khong phai I reou cognac va mot diéu xi ga hdo hang,



ma 13 canh Tone la 1én “Chay!”” Thé nén t6i im viée nay dwa vao ban ning hon 1a kinh nghiém, nhung van theo sat mdt s nguyén tic co ban.

Trude tién, khong ca ri, phong trudng hop tinh hinh tré nén say dAm. Hon nita, chéng c6 gi dac biét hay ho khi ngdi d6 véi ddi trong minh sung bai, phiy
phy tay trrde miéng nhur dinh n6i “Quy tha ma bat, cay thé chir lai!” Thir nhi, ¢b giing tranh c4c nha hang ndm trong nhitng khu bach hoa tong hop hodc
siéu thi. Toi tirng dai Janet Parks mdt bita trura ngdi-an-ngon-lnh & Bach hoa Gia dinh Anh Basildon, va t6i khong nghi chuyén that sy da dién ra tot
dep. N6i chung, nén tranh viée mang thirc an ctia ban trén mot cai khay vé ban; hay nhd, nir bdi ban khong phai 1 xa xi pham Thu ba, dirng qua khoa
trurong, Trong con boc dong, t6i da noi véi Alice 1 s& dua ¢b dy dén Bradley’s Bistro, mdt quan kha sang, nhung toi da dén xem thire don va né qua
dat, nén ching t6i tinh di chd ndo ma két hop dwoc mon in ngon véi déng-dong-tién. Tham chi tinh ca 5 bang ctia Nana Jackson, t6i chi c6 12 bang cho
bira t6i hai nguoi, gdm ca ruou vang, hai mon chinh va mdt mon trang miéng véi hai cai mudng,

Di quanh pho, nhin vao cira s6 cac nha hang, t6i bat gip hinh anh méi t6¢ moi ctia minh, khudn it t0i trng nhur dang bi 4m anh va s hai. Thir sap toc
d6 ciing do t€. Ho khien ban nghi | n6 ¢6 thé cho ban quyen kiém soat, nhung tat ca nhitng gi n6 lam Ic nay Ia khién cho phan toc ngang tran t6i dinh
bét vao va ri xudng tran, hét mdt con mong bién dinh dau. C6 € dudi anh nén trong s€ d6 hon. Mién 1a n6 khong bi chdy.

Téi dao quanh cac nha hing trong mot khu ré tién c6 vé nha qué trong thi trén, va cudi ciing dua ra quyét dinh mdt nha hang Y truyén thong tén 1 Pizza
Plaza Luigi. Nha hang c6 mon hamburger, swon mréng, ca trich nho chién gion, ¢ khén trai ban ké 6 do, nén dat trong chai rurou vang dudi hang nii sap
do, banh mi gion tan tang kem va cdi xay tiéu to trén moi ban, thé 13 t6i it ban hai nguoi, lic 8 rudi, tén Jackson, voi mt ngudi dan 6ng miat do gay,
mong tay do ban, ong ta c6 thé ma ciing c6 thé khong phai 1 Luigi, c4i tén duoc dit cho quan, sau d6 quay vé phong tro.
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CAU HOI: Mét loai vii chéo niu xanh rét bén Iy tén tir mdt chat lidu c6 ngudn gbe tir Nimes, mdt thanh phd & Phép, con duogc goi la “serge de
Nimes”; nhya cdy ri ra tir cAy hevea brasiliensis; va to duoc dét tir kén tam. Hay cho bict tén ba nguyén li¢u trén.

TRA LOI: Vai denim, cao su va lua.

sksksk

Toi dang viét mdt bai luan vé “Hinh turong thién nhién trong nhitng bai tho x6né thin théanh ctia John Donne”, nhung tim tai i subt mot tuin rdi ma that
sur 1a van chura tim thay gi.

Nhiing ghi chu bang bit chi & I& sach ciing khong ich gi ca; toi Vlet nhitng diéu nhur “L3 truyén tin![1]” va “phi Iy?” va “So sanh v&i Freud” va “ng dy
quay lai ban déy rdil” ma khong tai ndo nhé ndi sao minh lai viét nhur vay, nén thay vao do t6i lay quyén V& bo mdn nghién ciru chit viét clia Jacques
Derrida. T6i chot ndy ra y nghi i ¢6 sau kiéu sach. Dau tién 1 sach anh, ké dén 2) sach co nhiéu hinh minh hoa hon chi, tlep theo 3) sach co nhleu chir
hon hinh minh hoa, sau nita 14 4) sach khong ¢6 hinh minh hoa, ¢6 khi chi c6 mot tAm ban dd hoic cay pha hé, nhung rat nhiéu méu hoi thoai, rdi thi 5)
sach c6 nhitng doan van dai va héu nhur khong co méu hoi thoai ndo, cudi cling 6) sach khong co mot mau hoi thoai, khong chuyén ké, chi ¢6 nhitng
doan van dai long ngodng rdi chu thich cubi trang va muc hue sach tham khao va phu luc va chit viét rat, rét nho. Quyén On grammatology ctia Jacques
Derrida thude kiéu thir sau, va ndi mdt cach han lam, t6i bi méc ket dau d6 gitra loai thir tur va thir nam. Toi doc dong dau tién, it nhanh hong tim kiém
mdt ban do hodc mdt bire anh hodc hinh minh hoa nhung cha dugc gi va roi nga thiép di.

[1] L2 Truyén tin (18 hoi ngay 25 thang Ba) dé tuéng nhd viéc Maria duoc théng bao rang ba s& ki me ctia Chila Gié-su.

Khi tinh ddy, t0i chot nhén ra 1 d4 4 gid 30 phit, vy 1 chi con ba tiéng dé chuén b bita ti. Toi di vé phia nha tim, nhung Josh dang sir dung bon tim
dé ngam xa phong mdt dbng quan denim ban. Toi phai boc ddng quin 4o ra khoi bdn nude mau xanh, lanh o, va chit ching thanh déng trong chu rira
trude khi ¢6 thé d6 nude vao thm, va mai cho dén khi bude vao bon t6i méi nhan ra 1a minh Cera rira sach bot giat, va thé tirc 14 t6i, hiu nhu, sép dem
minh di giit trong nuéc gt vai cotton/polyester 70 do khong gy kich g da. Thé nén viée tm rira khong hoan toan thur gian nhwr mong doi, diic biét
khi toi phéi trang bang nurdc lanh chay ra tir voi hoa sen khi c6 ging ngin chiin kha niing xau nhét 1 bi bong do hoa chat. Nhin vao guong, t6i thiy hinh
nhu minh d3 hoi nga mau xanh lo.

T6i chuyén dng quin denim udt lai bon, sau d6 1ong rao re ¥ mudn tra thii chinh dang, t6i di nhanh xudng hanh lang dén cira phong ngi ciia Josh, va
khi da chéc 14 cau ta khong ¢6 6 trong, toi lén nhanh vao chom Ry tuyp sita rira nit Apri ciia cau ta, loai niy chit yéu 1 hot dao non nghién thanh nhimg
hat xa phong i ti dé cha lén mit. Toi kimnhur vy, va co mdt 1op bot kha vira y, nhung khi rira 16p bot d6 di, két qua khong tot im. Trong nhur thé t6i
vira lao qua mdt céi cira sb ¢6 16p kinh day 4y. Hoac 1 thé hogc 1 ai d6 da cha nhimg hat dao nghién nhé 1én mit t6i qua manh. Toi nghii & ddy can ghi
nhé mdt bai hoc: khdng nén co xat mun trirmg ca.

By gio' mit bi do, va so khong ddm cuoi vi nhd d4u mit s& chay mau, t6i quay lai phong minh, chd ¢6 cai girong fiton duoc dung tp vao tuong, lau
kho ngudi, bd quan 4o ban qua mot bén, va cAn than chon quyén sach ndo d6 dé bén ngoai phong khi Alice mudn vao “dé ‘udng ca phé*, hoac nhidu
kha nang hon, dé uéng ca phé. Toi chon Tuyén ngdn Cong san, Cudc tinh bo di, Tho trit tinh, Nit thai gidm, mdt vai tap tho cua E. E. Cummings va Tho
x6né va Tinh ca ctia John Donne, phong khi tré nén ddm dudi va t6i can mdt vai bai tho ing man trong tay. Toi phan van vé Nit thai giam, vi méc dil toi
mudn nang nghi ring chu trrong sinh 1y ctia t6i ¢6 tinh cach mang va cap tién, nhung hinh minh hoa mdt nguoi phy nit ban than 16a 16 ky quai trén trang
bia van ludn c6 chit khiéu dam d6i véi toi, nhidu dén mire t6i timg phéi gidu n6 di dé me khong nhin thiy.

Sau d6 t61 méc céi quén dii den moi toanh, cai quan dai den dep nhdt, cai 40 vét mGi-second-hand danh cho bita t6i, mua tir tiém quém do cli “Olden
Times”, c4i 40 so' mi tring dep nhat, va vat no va day deo quan moi miu den. Toi stra sang lai qua dAu trong nhur con mong bién chet sau d6 v vO mit
v6i nurée hoa Old Spice tir chiéc lo sir miu tréing cii ctia b, né Am t6i c6 mii hoi gia va khong duoc dimg dn, lai con ngira mudn chét nita. Sau d6 t6i
kiém tra lai bao cao su trong vi, ltc nao i ciing mang theo phong trurong hop 6 diéu ky diéu xay ra. Cai bao cao su diic biét nay 1 cai thir hai trong bo
ba dinh su dung cho muyc tiéu mit tan, cai dau tién da gap s6 phan bi dat trong thung rac di dong & ngd sau ctia Littlewoods. Caindy da ¢ trong vi clia toi
Jau Bim rdi dén ndi nd ket vao 16p vai ot, va miéng gidy bac boc bén ngoai da bét du bi xin mau xung quanh chd nho 1én bén ngoai clia bao cao su,



giong nhur méy c4i khuon rap bi méo mo. Mac dit vy, t6i van thich mang n6 bén minh, cling nhur ngwi ta thich mang mé day ctia Thanh Christopher, bét
chap sy that 1a co hoi toi cd thé ding n6 61 nay ciing chang khac nao co hdi dé tdi mang chiia hai dong Gié-su bang qua song,

ks

Trén dudng dén trang vién Kenwood ct chin muoi mét t6i phéi dimg lai mot In, vi miy céi kep kim loai trén dy deo quén t6i khong chiu bam chit vao
cap quAn ma ctr bung ra tut én dép vao dau ti t6i dau diéng,

Toi dang gin lai ching 1an thir hai muroi thi mdt giong n6i vang Ién tir dang sau, “Ai d6 da iy mét con giu bong ciia ciu a, Sebastian?”’
“Xin chao, Rebecca, cau khoe khong?”

“Té khoe, cau hoi 1 cau ¢ khoe khong day?”

“Y chu 14 sao ha?”

“A, ¢6 chuyén gl xay ra véi méi toc cu thé?”

“Céu khong thich a?”

“N6 1am c4u trong giéng Heinrich Himiler[2]. Ma bd canh dom déng nay 1 sao vay?”

[2] Heinrich Luitpold Himmler (1900-1945) 1 mdt trong nhitng nhén vat c6 thé ke nhét ctia Pirc Quic xa.

“A, cAu biét ngudi ta ndi gi i ddy - cai 4o lam nén ong thay tu...”

... trong khong dugc thoai mai nhi?”

“A, néu cau mudn biét thi, t& c6 moi mdt ngudi di an tdi nay.”

“Oaaaaaaaaaaaaaa...!”

“Trong sang thoi ma.”

“Vay quy co may mam dolaai the‘7 Tor hy vong khong phal ¢d nang Alice Harbmson quy qual kla ” T01 nhm mot cach ngay tho vo so 01 len bau troi.
ma nua lay mot con?”

“Gi?””

“Khong c6 gi. Nay, tot hon hét | cau nén di di Jackson a, néu khong s& bi I chuyén do déy.”

“Caundi thé ay gi?”

“Té chi mudn ndi ring ¢ ta 16 rang & mdt quy ¢d VO ctng tré dep va ndi tiéng, chi vy thoi. Tuindy ¢ cing mot day hanh lang, tdi ndo chang c6 mit
hang dai nhimg cau chang choi bong bau duc dimg rong rén ngoai cira mi nhod dai, tt ca bon ho déu cam nhitng cai chai Lambrusco hét lanh...”

“That 47

“A &. Con cd nang thi ¢6 théi quen tha b tir hanh lang xubng phong tim chung trong cai quén 16t va o ngwe den nhé xiu. That tinh & ciing cha biét biéu
dién thé thi dugc céi tich sur ginita...”

T6i d4nh bét luon hinh anh d6 ra khoi du. “Cau ndi nhur kiéu khong thich ¢6 Ay hay sao d6.”

“Oi dio, t¢ hdu nhur cha biét gi vé ¢6 nang - t& khong du hay ho cho cai dam dong do, ding khong? Ngoai ra, t¢ khong nghi ¢6 nang 13, céc cau goi la gi
nhi, mjt ¢0 gai ma cac ¢6 gii khdc ao ude tr¢ thanh dy, céu hiéu t& mudn néi gi rdi day C4 nhan t6, t& ching thay chit hp dn ndo & cai kiéu con i
ma ké ca,khl 1én dinh van trung ra dugc bd mit twoi cudi, nhung ma, ndy, chila y kién riéng cua t¢ thoi nhé. Thé cau dinh dat co nang Alice yéu kidudo
di dau the?”

“A, 1a mdt chd trén phd thoi. Biét quan Luigi khong?”

“Tét ca cac tiém KFC déuhét chd rdi a?”

“Cau nghi quan Luigi B mt y t0i ha?”

“Khong hin. Cau 16 rang & mdt quy ong c6 khiéu thim my va tinh té! Ma t6 nghe 16 a hai lang pho mai, 6t va méy khoanh hanh s& khién nguoi ta chét
thém. Jackson ndy, c6 I& mdt ngay ndo d6 cdu ciling nén dua t& dén day thir mot phen.”



R6i ¢6 di trude, dé t6i dimg d6 ¢b nghil ra mot didu gl khon ngoan dé néi. “Rebecca,” ti goi véi theo. CO quay lai, curdi toe toét. “Sao cau lic ndo ciing
201 t6 1a Jackson vay?”

“Cau thiy phién 42
“Khong hin. Chi | c6 mdt chit k¥ cuc, viy thoi.”

“Oi, t6 xin I6i. TG cam thy thich goi thé. Hay cau thich dwoc goi ki ‘Brian’ hon? Khong thi thin mét va vui vé hon chit nita 1 ‘Bri’? Hay c6 1§ ‘Herr
Himmler’ chang,..?”

“Brian di, t& nghii thé.”

“Thé duoc 10i, goi Brian nhé. Chiic vui vé, Brian. Béo trong nhé, Brian. Choi dep nhé, Brian”... va c6 bién mit phia cudi hanh lang... “Gap ciu sau nhé,
Brian.”

T6i cudng cudng chay dén phong Alice, nira mong thiy mdt hang con trai dimg xép dai, nhung khi t6i dén do thi ctra phong dong. Toi nghe duoc tiéng
n6i bén trong - chinh xac thi t6i khong ap tai vao canh cira g0, vi lam theé that khong phai, nhung t61 dung du sat de nghe lom dugc.

“Hén dinh dan cau di an t6i & dau vay?” mdt giong n6i vang kén, 1 con gai, ta on Chua.
“Quan Bradley, t& nghi vay,” Alice dap.

“Quén Bradley 4 - rit sang trong”

“Cau ta c6 giau khong?”

“Khong biét. Khong nghi viy,” Alice noi.

“A, phai dambéo 1 quay ve trude mudi mjt gio' nhe, tiéu thu, néu khong tui ndy bao canh sét di tim co ddy...” Toi g cira, vi khong mudn nghe thém
nita, sau d6 ¢6 vai tiéng xi xam va tiéng cudi khiic khich, rdi nang ra mo cira.

Nang médc chiéc vay da hoi xa tanh mau x4m tro cit ngfin v6i chan vay phong, toc béi cao, két hop véi doi gy cao got, trong nang phai cao hon dén hai
tAc so voi binh thudng Nang cling trang diém dam hon ngaty thrdng, An dau tién thoa moi son, duong nét vét theo 101 nho xiu van c6 thé thiy duoc &
moi dudi. Méc du vay, diémndi troi hon ca 1a chlec 4o dai da hoi duoc cit ngin. Nang chic phai mic mot chiée 40 ngue khong diy bén trong vi doi vai
nang dé tran, nhur thé nira trén co thé nang da bia 4n mot cach nhe nhang ra khoi chiéc vay, va nhimg dudng cong tuyét voi cua Alice nge tran 16 16 ra
bap benh, dura ddy Ién vat trén ciia chiéc vay xa tanh. Trong mdt cudn tiéu thuyét thé ky murdi chin, ngudi ta s& néi ring nang c6 mot “bod ngue ky v

Thyc té thi, bay gid ngudi ta ciing néi nhu vay. Nang cé mot bd ngue ky vi May dang nhin chdng choc déy. Dimg nhin nita, Brian,

“Chao Alice.”

“Chao Brian.”

O phia sau nang, Erin Mit Méo, va mdt ¢d gai khac trong nhom ciia ning, dang cuoi véi toi rat gia tao. Ngam miéng lai di, Brian.

“Cau trong tuyét Fm, Bri &, Erin n6i, nhung ¥ tir thi khong phai vdy.

“Camon cau! Sao, minh di ch¥?”

“Di nhién ri.”

ROi nang nam Ky canh tay t0i va ching toi di.

Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chudng i, Pirng Poi duoc tai mién phi tai ww.EbookFull.Net.
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sksksk

Di nhién, v& mit duong 161, 161 khong tan thanh quan niém vé vé dep hinh thé cho lim Céi'y nghi m)t ngudi nao do, dan ong hay phu nit, nhan duoc su
chiy hodc yéu mén hodc hém md hoéc t6n trong hoc ninh bo nhiéu hon, don thudn chi boi mot yéu tb di truyén hoc ky quac cong thémmot vai y nghi
tly himg va chii quan dugc-dinh-nghia-gjita-dam-dan-ong vé “cai dep” c6 1& di voi t6i von di 1a sai lim va khong thé chip nhan dugc.

N6i thi n6i vy, nhung Alice 16 rang k... rit xinh dep. Dudi anh nén nang trong nhu De la Tour. Hay Vermeer? Hay Watteau nhi? Nang biét minh dang
bi nhin ngim khi mo to thire don, va nang thira biét minh tréng dang yéu, nhung cam giéc ra sao nhi? Buge ngim nhin, thay vi chi bi nhin, va thé hién sur
vui thich, hoan toan bi dong, chi boi duoc ngam nhin. Mic du lic ndy dang ngam nhin nang, t6i chot nghi do thdm chi chamg phai su vui thich gi ca, glong
mot con dau hon, mt con dau bung nhire nhdi, am i, yéu 6t, ban mudn tong khir nd di nhung lai khong thé, vi c6 quéa nhiéu cam dd khién ban phai ngdi
d6 nhin ngim, ngdi d6 nhin chim chidm va dén nhan nang.

K& tir khi gip Alice, ti déy thay ngudi ta ai cling nhin chiim chim vao nang theo cach nay. Toi quan sat Patrick m chuyén d6, anh ta vudt toc ra sau,
I¢ cai ludi phi cong ngoc nghéch mip map cua anh ta ra, va toi quan sat cau boi ban quan Luigi im chuyén do khi cdu ta coi chiéc khén choang miu do
tia ra khoi doi vai trén ciia nang va dan ching t6i dén ban, sau d6 lan ra sau nhimg canh cira mo dé ké 16, dé ca bép trudng va nguoi rira chén déu ra
khoéi bep vi miy Iy do mo hd, chi dé nhin thay nang. Cam gidc ra sao nhi? Pugc hAmmd ngay ca khi minh con chwa néi mot 1oi, duoc khao khat hai ba
tridm Jin mdt ngay boi nhitng nguoi hoan toan khong biét minh 1 nguoi ra sao?

Khi me xem ti vi, ba thudng binh phdm mdt ¢b gai, mdt ngdi sao dién anh hodic mdt ai do, n6i ring “C6 ta dep that...” sau d6, day chi trich, n6i ... va ¢d
nang biét didu d6” véi giong Kinh Cyru wdc hay nhit ciia ba. Toi ching biét “dep va biét minh dep” thi tot hon hay t& hon I “x4u va biét minh Xéu” Va ti
cho riang vé dep hinh thé tuyét voi chéc hin 1 mbt loai ganh néing, nhung khi trit bo duge mdt ganh néing chéic hian phéai don My ganh ning no do nhe
hon.

sksksk

Nhin Ién trén t& thure don, t6i liéc trom vao khudn ngire dim anh nén, mon mon ma t6i dang c6 khdng nhin vao vi khéng mudn ning cam thiy bi soi moi.
“Dep, phai khong?” nang hoi.

T6i cho 13 nang mubn n6i dén nha hang nén bén tra 101, “Vay ha? Hy vong la thé.” Toi phai thi tlﬁm, Vi 6 day chi co ching t61, va t61 khong mubn m
Luigi kh6 chiy, anh chang dang ban ron 6 chd quiy bar phit cdy trrdng xudn nhyra, dang boi dau lén nhimg cai ly udng ruou, va liée nhin dam dat. Viée
dat ban trude 6 1& khong can thiét nhu t6i twong, “Té da ¢b dit ban & Bradley nhung kin chd ca rdi,” t6i ndi phét.

“Durng lo. Noi nay tuyét ma!”

“C6 béanh pizza va mi 6ng ddy, con trang bén kia ¢ banh hamburger...”

“A, déy roi...” nang n6i, g nhitng trang ép nhyra déng thanh mot cudn thire don khd A4.

“Hay cau c6 thich suon nuéng khong,..?”

“Va cau con phéi an khai vi, moi mon nita déy, cir goi tit ca cac mon cho to1”

‘Um, dé xemndo...”

Va chung t6i quay lai voi cai thuc don.

Oi, Chtia oi.

Imlang

Tt hon 1 nén n6i gi d6 di.

“Ummmmmm. Banh mi que dil”

Toi lay mdt 6 banh mi que, 10t gidy ra, ]éy mot lat bo nho trét vao 6 banh mi. “Céu biét t¢ hay ban khodn diéu g vé sudn mrdng khong? Ai quyét dinh
ching dur nhi[1]! Khong phai con heo, chiic rdi! Khong I8 con heo lai ndi réng, A, t6i cAn nhitng cai swon ndy, nhung nhing cai kia thi du day, lay
ching di! Loc hét thit & suwon toi di! An! An suon t61 dil” “Nang trao cho 61 ny cuoi kiéu dira-tré-can-su-quan tim, liéc nhin ban tay t6i, t6i nhin xubng

va nhan ra 1 vi mot 18 ndo d6, t6i dang vung vy con dao trén tay.

[1] “Spare ribs” 1A mon suwon nuéng, Tac gia mudn choi chir khi tich riéng “spare” Am tinh tir c6 nghia 1 “dur, thira”. Khi do, “spare ribs” s& duoc dich
la suon bi du, thira.

Binh tinh lai ndo.



Dirng ngay viéc ndi nhang noi cudi.
B6 - con dao - xudng ndo.

Nhung syr thét thi t6i dang t bat dau rrét dan niém tin ring quan Luigi 1 mot diém hen cho nhitng cam dd ang man. Toi nhdn ra, san nha 1 vi son 16t,
ching dang quén lai noi miéng vén gb op chan tuong, khong sach s& cho [im, va tAm khan trai ban ké ca ro that ra | bang nhura vinyl, dé tién cho viée
lau sach. Hon nira, méc dii quan Luigi xép chd cho ching t6i ngdi & mdt goc king man 6 phia sau, nhung chd d6 kha gan nha vé sinh, cling thuén tién, ctr
cho 13 vay di, nhung c6 nghia 13 s& c6 miii thom phang pht ctia mot it huong nurée tay san huong chanh ban dém Toi lo Alice co thé camtlny chd ngdi
ndy khong thoai méi. R rang nang bét dau trong khong duoc thoai méi; chiéc vay da hoi phdng phong ra quanh ngudi nang, trong nhur thé ning dang bi
c4i vay ctia minh nut chiimg,

“Minh goi mén nhé?” t6i dé nghi.

“Té phai néi i miy mon ndy tréng 6 vé ngon ddy,” nang noi, nhung t6i khong chic nang nghi viy. Chiing t6i tap trung xem thuc don, nhitng trang gidy
dung vao thiy hoi dinh dinh, chit danh may bi sai chinh ta do viét theo cach phat 4m - moén bo Chilly Concarny, dung khong nhi? - va dugc chia thanh
“Khai vil”, “Bira chinh!” va “O tiép tuc ndo...!”. Thit ong ma n6i, mon ndo trong ciing ¢b vé ngon lanh; v6i diém nhén i cac mon thit chay canh va duoc
chién ngap mt, hau nhur khong c6 rau. Tham chi ph6 mai cting duoc chién ngap mit va khiu phan an o dayrd la nhiéu, vi ho néi cho khéch biét trén
thure don trong lwong cua tat ca cac mon thit. Nhung toi khong thé khong lo ling vi Alice ¢6 thé quen an dd an nhe, dau hil, rau xa lch va nhimg mon
hép, ma toi nghi nang thude tip trong—clnt hon-lrong. Toi bat dau d6 md hoi. Va ngira nita, do chét tdy trong nha tim. Toi nhin xudng va dé y thiy ¢d
tay 40 o mi tréng clia minh ¢6 vét ban miu xanh ctia vai denim.

Nhac hiéu quang cdo Cornetto dugc choi & doan Eip nhac nen, va sau mdt hdi can nhéc trong im king, chiing t6i d sin sang. Toi nhin quanh tim Luigl,
nhung c6 thé nhan thiy anh ta dang tir déing sau tién dén qua tiéng budc chan bam trén vai 16t san nha. Alice goi mon ndm nhdi va pizza margarita c6 xa
at vién ngoai, trong khi t6i chon m6n 4 trich con, nira con ga nurdng voi khoai tdy chién va mon nurde x6t tang kém “Mong n6 khong phai la nira sau!”
61 n6i, va Alice mim cudi, hét sirc té nhi, roi i khang khing bao ti chon ruou. C6 loai rrou gi d6 dung trong binh dung nuée, nhung dén toi cing con
biét ruou khong thé ré mat nhur thé, nén t6i quyét dinh chon mdt loai ruou dong chai va ¢6 ga. Sam banh thi qua dat nén t6i chon Lambrusco. Ching
phai Rebecca da ndi gi d6 vé viée thich loai rurou ndy u? Toi chéng hiéu biét gi nhidu v& ruou, nhung t6i biét nrou tréing di voi ga va ¢4, nén t6i goi ruou
Lambrusco Bianco tring

Sau khi boi ban di khéi, t6i lién thét én, “Oi Chia oi, sai ca r6i!”

“Sao vay?”

“A, t¢ da goi ruou Lambrusco Bianco tring M dinhién ‘bianco’ ¢ nghia la trang 1oi! Loi kp thira chir con gi niva!” Khi mau chuyén vat tha vi nay
duoc ké ra, t6i nhan ra rang nd sé chang tao d4u 4n gi trong mdt chirong trinh biéu dién cia Parkinson, nhung lai c6 tac dung pha tan bau khong khi e dé
nay, va nang mim cui roi ching toi bat dau tamsy. Hay ding ra | nang ndi va toi gt dau ling nghe, Ky nén, d6t mdt dau, cim ¢ nhitng goc trong, va
ngamnang. Nang dang n6i, nhu thurong I¢, vé nhing ngay di hoc & truong Linden Lodge, mot trong nhitng trurong tur thuc X3 hoi chi nghia dat do khing
khiép trong nurde, va toi phai noi la nhu nhitng gi t6i nghe duroc thi viée di hoc ching hé khé nhoc ti ndo, va ciing clnng ¢6 gi gidng trudng ndi tri ca,

nghe gidng mot bita-tiéc-ngi-bay-nim hon. Theo nhu nhitng gi t6i nhan thy khi nghe Alice md ta, mdt ngiy hoc dién hinh & Linden Lodge s& gidng nhur
thé nay:

8:30 - 9:30 Hit can sa. Nudng banh .

9:30 - 10:30 Lam tinh voi con trai/con gai ctia Nguoi Néi tiéng,

10:30 - 11:30 Dyng nha kho.

11:30 - 12:30 DPoc to tho T. S. Eliot, nghe nhac Crosby, Stills va Nash, choi dan xelo.

12:30 - 1:30 Thir ma tiy, lAm tinh.

1:30 - 3:30 Boi 161 khoa than theo cap. Boi cting ¢4 heo.

3:30 - 4:30 Xay tudng-gach-xép 1én nhau. Tinh duc (tly chon).

4:30 - 5:30 Hoc ghi ta thurong, khong co dién.

5:30 - 6:30 Lam tinh, sau d6 v& phac hoa bang than chi ngudi ban tinh 15a thé dang ngil

6:30 - 04:00 Bét budc nghe Bob Dylan.

04:00 Tt dén, nhung chi khi ban mudn.

RG rang, theo quan diém chinh tri, t6i khong tan thanh kiu trrong hoc nhur vy, ngay ca khi nghe qua n6 tht tuyét voi. Nao i hit ma tly va tinh duc roi
thi hat khQng ngung nhfrng ban nhac cuia Simon va Garfunkel, ban c6 thé nghi rang ho ghﬁng bao gio hoc hanh tir € gi rdo, nhung ho chac phai lam nén
mot tro trong gi d6, vi rot cude thi Alice cling dang ¢ day, va du toi chura hoi vé diém so chuong trinh A-level ctia nang, khong phai trong buoi hen dau

tién, nhung nang c6 mot chimg chi, ngay ca khi d6 chi la chimg chi Kich ngh¢. Co & néu ban nghe chuong trinh Radio 4 d nhiéu tir tim bé, ban s&
duoc gido duc tir trong tiém thirc.



Mon ca trich con ctia t6i da t6i, khoang ba miroi con ca nhd minh bac dugc rira sach va bay lén mit 14 xa lach bup, ching nhin théng 1én t6i ma n6i “Tui
t01 chét vi cdu day, do t0i, it nhat hily lam gi d6 cho hay ho vao!” Thé 1a t6i bd mdt con vao miéng, dé€ duodi ca tho ra ngoai va gia bd lam con meo. Con
ca tr6i xuong khong dugc 6n cho lam. Nang trd lai véi mon nam xao toi.

“Mén d6 thé nao?”
“Ngon! Rt c6 mii toi. Toi nay t& s& ching hon hit gi hét!”

Va day, 101 canh bao khon khéo, nhur mbt hdi ¢oi 6 t6 vang lén trong 16 tai, trong truong hop t6i dang c6 bat ky y twong huyen hodc nao d6. That ra
ciing ching ¢6 gi dang ngac nhién, glong y nhur t6i da dyr dodn, va t6i thy duoc an tii v6i viée d6 1 mdt 161 canh bao mo hd, méc dit chi rat mo ho - do
khong phai vé cau, Brian, d6 1 vé ndm- any la néu ning goi mit mon khai vi khc, ching han nhur phd mai Camermbert chién gion, thi bay gio ching toi
da san sang lam tinh roi.

“Thé ciu c6 nhiéu ban trai Bm ha?” t6i hoi vu vo, vAn nhdm nhap con ca.

“A, chi mdt hai ngudi thoi,” thé nay thi nang sip stra ké i nghe vé tat ca bon ho rdi ddy.

Xét tir gég d§) chinh tri - tinh duc hoc, t6i nghi viéc khong nén thién vi dan f)ng trong tur do tinh duc that sy rat quan trong. Di nhién, hoan toan khong c6
ly do gi dé cam Alice Harbinson c6 mt qua khir tinh duc va yéu duong nong nhiét, nhung du vay t6i nghi cong bang ma n6i “chi mdt hai nguoi” la mot
101 tuyén bdco phan sai lac. Vao lic mon chinh dugc don Ién, nhitng cdi tén bt dau nghe khong 15 nita, nhung nhét dinh c6 mot nguoi tén la Rufus, anh
ta ¢6 bd 1 dao dién phim ndi tiéng va da chuyén dén LA vi tinh yéu ho danh cho nhau chi toan Ia cang thing va u am bét ké nhu thé c6 nghia 1 gi di
nita. Va Alexis, anhchangdanhca Hy Lap ma nang gap tror;gkynghl, anh chang ctr xuat hién tai ngdi nha ciia gia dinh ning & Luan Pon va hoi cudi
nang lim vo, cho dén khi nha nang phai bao canh st tryc xuat anh ta. Va Joseph, mit nhac cong jazz tai ning dinh thyc mi nang bude phai cham dirt
quan h¢ vi anh ta cir xti nang ctng hit hé rd in. Va Tony, mit nguoi ban m do gomcua bd nang, ong ta hmra nhitng mén do gomtuyet dep cho ngdi

nha nbng thon cta ¢6 chu trai nho xinh dep ny ¢ ving cao nguyén xir Scotland, va ¢ tum séu muroi hai ong ta rét thao chuyén chan goi, nhung 1Oi lai
khong ngimg goi dién thoai vao giita dém va cudi ciing d ¢ tur sat trong cai b nung gdm ctia minh, nhung bay gios thi 6n roi.

Va Saul, mjt anh chang nguoi mAu My gidu ¢6 va ¢ vé ngoai déng kinh ngac véi (thi tham) “dwong vat vi dai cuc ky”, nhung ta khong thé tao dung mot
mdi quan hé chi dura trén tinh duc, ngay ca khi d6 la thir tinh duc lam cho nguoi ta my mam Va roi, dang budn hon ca, d6 4 6 6ng Shillabeer, gido vien
day Ngir van ctia nang, nguoi da khién nang chbng lai T. S. Eliot va hinh nhu da co Jn Am cho mdt c6 gai dat cyc khoai chi bang viéc doc to Bén ban
tr tau, va 6ng ta da phai long Alice khi ho dong vo kich Cudc thir thach gat gao, nhung thanh ra lai c6 phén bj 4m anh. “Cum cting 6ng 4y bi suy nhuoc
than kinh va phai nghi day. Gid thi éng Ay da quay vé sng cling bd me. O Wolverhampton. Ciing budn, that ddy, vi éng Ay ding | mot gido vién Ngit
véan hay ho.”

Khi nang ndi xong, t6i da 1ot sach nira-con-g rudi day nrée xot cay chua ngot chi con tro xuong, va phin con lai ndm trén dia ciia toi trong chang khac
ndo, trm, mdt trong cc ngudi tinh ¢ii ctia Alice. Gan nhur tit ca mdi quan hé ctia nang déu két thic trong dién rd, amanh va  pha hoai, thé 1 dot nhién
cudc phiéu Iuu tinh 4i ctia t6i bén céi thing réc di dong voi Karen Armstrong ¢ sau Littlewoods duong nhw da mét di vai phan bi dat.

“Khong phai quai la sao - bao nhiéu nguoi nhur thé ma déu c6 két thic 8 hai 42" t6i noi.

“T6 biét! Ky quic nhi? Tony, ban lam gdm ciia bd t6, c4i dng trong 1o nung Ay, timg bao 6 I khi dén voi tinh yéu t& gidng hét Bén Ky si ctia Ngdy Tan
thé!”

“Nhung cir thé thi co bao gidr cau bi, cau biét déy... ton thurong khong?”

‘ﬁr}lliém Brian a. Do 1a Iy do tai sao t¢ khong dinh co bét k}‘/rrfSi quan hé nao & dai hoc. Té dinh tap trung vao viée hoc,” 1o nang ndi thém, khong thé
tin ndi, bang giong My, “Té dinh vao tu vién nit!”

Va lai nita, tiéng coi 6 t0. Mot cach tho o, ning quay lai tiép tuc bdc Iy miéng phd mai Cheddar dang chéy ra trén chiéc margarita, 16i quin nd quanh
ngodn trd. “Du sao dindta thi cling xin 101 cdu - cr toan td, td, t&. Theé bo me cau lam gi ay nhi? Té lai quén mat roi...” nang miit ngdn tay, noL

“Me t6 am & Woolworths, con bd thi mit roi.”

Nang dura khén an 1én miéng, nudt thirc an.

“Cau khong ké t& nghe chuyén do...”

“T& chua ké 47”

“Khong, to chiic 1 cau da khong ké.” Nang voi tay qua ban, dat ban tay Ién canh tay toi. “Brian, 6 rét tiéc.”
“6, khong sao, do 1a chuyén cach ddy sau, a khong, bay nim rdi, lic t& mudi hai tubi.””

“Chuyén gi da xay ra?”

“TI'l.ly tin,l”



“O lay Chii, 6ng bao nhiéu tuoi?”
“Bén muoi mot.”

“Chéc 1 khing khiép fim.”

“O, phai, cau biét ddy.”

Va bay gio nang dang nga nguoi yé phia truoc, mét mo to, nang ndm Ky ban tay t6i siét chat, con tay kia thi cAm Iy cai chai co 10p sap nén dong lai o
bén ngoai, dat nd qua mdt bén dé co thé thiy 1o toi.

“Cau c6 ban 1ong khi ké v& chuyén do khong?”’
“Khong, khong hé,” 6 tra 101, va bt diu ké.
Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chudng i, Pung Doi dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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CAU HOTI: Lee J. Cobb. Fredric March va Dustin Hoffiman déu dong vai Willy Lorman bét hanh trong v kich nio ctia Arthur Miller nim 1949?
TRA LOI: Cai chét ctia ngudi ban hang

esfeok

“BJ t6 1 ngudi ban kinh hai 16p, mdt cong viée tht budn cuoi, vi d6 1 mot trong nhitng nghé ma ngudi ta nghii ¢6 thé curdi nhao, gidng nhur nhan vién
trong xe, thanh tra thué hay tho thong cng, Té nghi d6 1 boi, chung quy thi, chéng ai thich kinh hai I6p c4. Dui sao di nita, bd chic chin ki khong thich,
sau muroi nam ban kinh thi chic chén 1 khong, Trude ddy ong 6 trong quan doi, noi dng gip me va sinh ra . Ong hoan thanh quan dich, a mbt trong
nhiing ngudi cudi cing im viée d6, dai loai ciing thich viée do, ma khong biét phai lam g} khéc nén 6ng da hru lai mot thoi gian. T6 nhé 1a minh da lo so,
bét cir khi ndo nghe ban tin n6i ¢6 chién sy & mdt noi ndo do, cing thiing voi Nga, hodic khi Bic Ailen c6 xung dot hoac diéu gi twrong tur, lo so 1 Gng bi
triéu tap, bi nhét vao bd quan phyc, bi dui sting vao tay. Nhung ¢ khong nghi ong c6 kiéu cach mdt nguoi linh thyre thy, 16 nghi 6ng thién vé nhan vién
vin phong hon. Di sao thi khi ¢6 t6, me da kién quyét phan ddi va bt ong phai rdi quan ngii vi phét ngy chuyén lic ndo ciing di chuyén, ba con ghét ca
Téy Birc noi t6 sinh ra nita, thé nén 6ng bén quay lai Southend, nhan cong viée ban kinh hai I6p va chuyén that ra ciing chi ¢6 vay.”

“Ong c6 thich cong viée d6 khong?”

“Trdi a, khong. Y t6 1, lic du chiic ong ciing thich, t& cho 1 vy, nhung dan da ong tro nén chan ghét n6. Cau thay ddy, cong viée do keo dai nhiéu
g0, vi phai chop duoc khach hang ngay khi ho t6i, didudo co ngliia la moi budi sang sém, mdi budi chidu va budi tdi, vi viy khi 6ng vé nha thi troi
thuong da t6i, ngay ca vao miia hé. VA t& nghil | viée rao hing dén tan cira ciing c6 lién quan: “Xin 161 ba, nhung ba c6 nhan thiy su khac biét to I6n ma
kinh hai I6p c6 thé dem dén cho hoa don dién 1o sudi hay khong,” dai loai thé. Va t& biét thu nhap chinh | nho vao tién hoa hong, dong nghia véi viée lo
ling thurong trure vé tién nong. Bt ké phai im cong viée gl sau ndy, t6 ciing khong bao gio mudn dugc tra hrong bang hoa hong. TG biét d6 b mot dong
hre, nhung chi 1 dong luc dé am rdi tung cude doi cau, ching khéc gl lam viée véi mot khdu sting chia vao dau. To nghil, né dung I t& hai. Bit ké thé
ndo. Buon ba. Té nhat.

“Du sao di nita, 6ng ciing ghét cong viée d6. Di nhién 6ng chura bao gidy ké véi t6 1 6ng ghét, tai sao lai phai ké cho mt théng odt con kia chir, nhung
chic chénongghet 16 Vi 6ng t6 ra gidn dir bt ctr khi ndo ong tir chd Bm vé; khong quat thao, danh dap hay lam gi twong tr, chi c6 con gidn dit nin
ling, cang thing, nghlenrang, d6 mit boc phét tir nhimg chuyén nhé xiu xiu, nhu d6 choi bi virt lung tung hay thirc an bibo phi. Ta muonkyuc vé bd
e s¢ 14 nhitng budi cdm trai ngoai troi hodc duge cdng trén vai, hay tro ném gay xudng song, hogic twong tur, nhung khong ai c6 thoi tho 4 au hoan hao ca
va tht ca nhung 216 con nho 1 ong cdi nhau véi me trong bép vé tién nong hodc cong viée hodic bat ky chuyén gi, mit 6ng do gay, 6ng siét chit rdi tha
long ném tay.”

“Kinh khing vay.”

“Thé 42 Um, t6 ciing hoi thoi phf)ng mot chit. Té nhé la minh hay ngf)i xem i vi véi ong, néu dugc phép thirc cho dén khi 6ng vé nha. Ngdi trén nén nha
gitta hai chan 6ng, Chuong trinh d6 vui. Ong thich cac chwong trinh d6 vui, va nhitng phim ti liéu vé thién nhién, David Attenborough, nhitng chirong
trinh gido duc, lic ndo 6ng ciing ndi gido duc quan trong nhur thé ndo, t& cho ring boi vi dng nghi d6 1 chia khoa dé co mdt cude sdng tot hon, khong
phai chiu bt hanh, dwoc im cong viéc ma minh khong thiy chén ghét.”

“The, lam sao ma Ong, cdu bict day...?”
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“A, t¢ ciling khong biét chinh xéc. Té khong thich hoi me vé chuyén d6, vi 00 s& khoi goi ndi dau ctia ba, nhung hinh nhur 6ng di ra ngoai im viée, & nha
méy khach hang, ¢b thuyét phuc ho vé loi ich ca kinh hai l6p hay gi do, 1di don gian 14 6ng... quy. Ngay tai do, trong phong khach cta ho. T6 dihoc V8,
dang xem ti vi con me dang pha tra thi c6 t1eng £0 0 clra, va c6 may ngudi dang ndi chuyén & 161 di, 16 chay ra xem c6 chuyén g thi thiy co hai vién canh
sét, 1oi me t0 gl sup xuong tAm tham. Liic dau t& nghi c6 18 b bi bit giam hay gi d6, nhung it canh sat da n6i ong dang ¢ trong tinh trang xau, va roi
ho giuc me dén bénh vién trong khi t¢ sang & nhé nha hang xém, va ching bao Iau sau khi me t& dén d6 thi bd t6 mét. O, xem nay. Hét ruou rdi. Cau
ubng nita khong? Thém mdt chai nhé? T& da qua dém & nha hang xom va sang hdm sau thi ho cho t& biét chuyén. Lam on Ky thém mbt chai Lambrusco,
khong ching t6i chura quyét m6n trang miéng, cho ching t6i nim phit duoc khong?”

“Du sao dinira. Nhé lai hdi do, t& cting chéng ngac nhién, mic du 6ng chi moi bén muroi mot tudi, vi ong chi gidng nhur cai.. mAu nit chai nay, lic ndo
cting vdy. Va ong da udng, yt6 1a rat nhleu, & cAc quAn ruou vao gid in trura va sau gio im viée, i ndo cdu ciing ¢6 thé ngiri thiy mii bia trén nguoi
ong. Ong con hit khoang sau muroi diéu mbdi ngay. Troi a, t& timg mua thudc 14 1am qua Ging sinh cho 6ng, Té khong nghi trong ky trc ctia minh vé
riéng ong, c6 khi ndo 6ng khong rit thube. Tham chi ¢ mdt tim anh ctia 6ng va me vai t6 trong khu phu san, 6ng dang chim lira cho diéu thubc. Trong
mdt bénh vién, véi tan thudc va mot chai bia dé thiing bang trén dau cai giwong cii. Ong gia dé dén.”

“Thé cau phan ing ra sao?”

“Trudc c4i chét clia Ongha? Um Khong 15 nita. Ky quac, t& nght thé. Y t& 1 to da khoc va du moi thir, nhung ho mu6n t6 nghi hoc, didu d6 Bmt6 lo
Jing vi t& khong mudn bo 16 bai hoc, chic cau ciing phan ndo nhan thiy t6 thudc loai ngudi nho t1101 nhung di hom, lanh ling, hoc gao. Thanh that ma noi
thi t6 budn vi me nhiéu hon vi me that sw yéu bd, lic dy ba mdi c6, bao nhiéu nhi, ba muroi ba tudi, va 6ng i ngudi dan ong duy nhit ba timg dn nim
cting, trude d6 va méi vé sau, theo nhur t6 biét, va ba dén nhan chuyén d6 dau dén Fim Em. U thi ba van 6n chimg ndo con ¢ ngudi & xung quanh, va
di nhién trong hai tuin du ngdi nha rit dong duc - du loai ndo 1 muc sur, ban hoc ctia b, nhitng ngudi hang x6m, dng ba, va ¢b di chi bac - khong c6
thoi gian dé me cam thiy that sur dau kho, vi liic ndo ba ciing ban ron kim banh mi sandwich va pha tra, don giwong chiéu cho nhimg nguoi ho hang xa la
dén tir Ailen m hai me con chura bao g0 gap it trude day va ké tir dao d6 cho dén gio. Nhung sau hai tudn, tit ca bon ho déu bat dAu bo diva chi
con t6 va me. Va d6 chinh 1a thoi diém t6i t¢ nhat, cai lic n moi chuyén lang xudng va 1ngudi ta bo hai me con t6 tro' troi mt minh @ 4y. Mot su két hop
hoan toan khong binh thurong, mdt cau thiéu nién va ba me. Y t6 13, cau s& dé nhanra rang... thiéu nguoinao do.

“Va to nghi la, hdi xura, I& ra t6 nén déi xir tot hon Vi e, ngdi v ba va nhidu chuyén khac nira. Nhung t6 thuong ghét ng01 trong phong khach do mdi
i, ngd ba xembd phim Dallas hay bt ctr cai gi rdi ba tir dung khoe am én. Khi ta & d6 tudi do thi kiéu tinh cam do, 101 budn khd do, trm, n6... chi
lam ta kh6 xur ma thoi Phai lam gi chir? Choang tay qua nguoi ba u? Noi didu gi 46 u? Ma mdt thing nhoc mudi hai tudi thi ndi duoc gl day chir? Thé
14 t& bat dau buc boi voi viee do mit cach quai go va khing khiep. T thuong tranh mit ba. T6 chi di tir trrdng dén thu vién cng cong va tir thur vién
vé phong dé lam bai tap vé nha; theo nhu t& nhd thi chang bao gio c6 du bai tap vé nha dé lam ca. Chua o, that 1a hen.”

“Con chuyén & truong thi sao?”

‘0, moi chuyén 6 onca. Sy thurong cam khong xudt hién dé dang 6 nhimg c4u nhoc muoi hai tudi, dui sao thi ciing khong phai 6 truong t6, va thit ra tai
$a0 can phai nhur vay nhi? Mot s6 da ¢6 gang, nhung cu c6 the nhin ngay ra 1a ho dang gia bo. Hon nira - va dleu nay moi tht dang 1 then - vao lic
do t& chang nghi gl nhiéu vg: nguoi da that sy, cau blet day, mat di, bd &, chét bat dic kytr & tudi bén muroi mdt, hoaq tham chi vé ch}lyen d6 anh
huéng t6i me nhieu nhur thé nao, t& chi nghi im thé nao ma chuyén do lai xay dén voi t6. Tir chi viée do 1a gi nhi? Thuyet duy ngd hay lam lac hay gi nhi?
Lamlac.”

“Té nghi 1 dr sao chuyén do ciing khién t& duoc chii y, theo mdt cach kinh khing; thing-bé-md-coi-cha, cai tiéng tim ty mi va dang so 4y, cau biét
khong, nhitng dira con gai truée day chua bao gio n6i chuyén véi céu bude dén chia cho cau mot thanh s6 ¢6 la Kit-Kat va v6 vo lén lung cau. Di nhién
ciing cé nhiing tro bat nat, va c6 hai dira oat con lay t& [am tro curodi, goi té 1a thang mo ¢6i, kicu nhu vay, cai day cling cha ¢ gi homhinh ¢4, vi dau
phai t¢ khong con me. Nhung 6 ¢6 mdt dira ban tén Spencer, vily do ndo d6 ma céu ta quyet dinh chimsoc t6, va dieu do thét sy hitu ich. Bira nao
ciing hai Spencer. Ciing phai thoi, vi Spencer la mdt thing mat day kho choi, cai thang Spencer...”

“Céau c6 hinh khong?”

“Spencer 4? A, y cau I hinh b ¢ ha. Khong, khong dé trong vi t6. Sao, cau nghi t6 nén mang theo a?”

“Khong hé.”

“O nha t& c6 ddy. Cau c6 thé dén nha t&. Khong nhét thiét phai 1a t5i nay rdi, nhung, cau biét ddy, bat cir khi ndo...”

“Va cau nghi vé 6ng chir?”

“O, phai, di nhién rdi. Moi Iic. Nhung chuyén d6 kho Fim vi bd con t& chura bao gios hiéu nhau hin hoi. D sao thi ciing khong giéng nhur hai nguoi I6n
voi nhau.”

“Té chic 1 6ng yéu cau m.”

“Cau nghi vay 4?”

“Di nhién. C4u thi khong?”

“Khong chic. Thanh thire ma ndi, t6 nghi ong cho ring té hoi khong binh thrdng.”

“Ong chic han ti hao Fim day.”



“Sao lai thé?”

“Nhiéu ly do Bm Vao duoc daihoc. La ngdi sao ctia doi tuyén, sép 1én ti vi va con nhidu chuyén khac nira...”

“Cling co the Diéu duy nhét t6 vAn con nghi méi n khong blet tai sao, vin6 khong hop 1y chit nao, ma noi chinh xac thi cling ching phai 16i ctia ho,
nhung t& mudn gip ngudi da thué ong, ngwrdi da haira bon tién tir viée bét 6ng lam viée nhur the Vi t& nghi Imy ngudi ddy | mdt i déu gia. Xin 1i - ni
hoi thd tuc. TG khong hén biét tén ciing nhur noi & ctia ho, ¢6 thé trong cai biét thr chét tiét by to chang nao day & Algarve hogc dau do, va t6 cing
clnng biét ndi gi khi gip ho, vi ho khong lam diéu gi sai trai ¢4, ho chi diéu hanh viéc kinh doanh, chi kiém 11, va bd t& ¢ thé nghi viée bat cir lic ndo
néu 6ng qua chan ghet n6, nhay 1én xe dap va tim mot noi lam khac, va lai, du gi dinita, ciu biét ddy, 6 ong ra di qua som nhur vy co thé A vi | nguyén nhan
khac, ngay ca khi ong i mdt ngudi ban hoa hay mot gido vién tiéu hoc hay gi d6 ciing viy, n6 khong giong nhu viée so'y pham t9i, tai nan hAmmo hay
tau be danh ca hay gi do, 6ng chi la mdt nguoi ban hang, nhung that khong ding khi ¢6 nguoi lai ghét cong viée ctia minh nhiéu dén vay, va t& nghi dén
ngudi da khién 6ng tré nén nhur thé, 3, dii sao di nira, t¢ nghil bon ho thit déu gia va t& ciim thiy ho, mdi gy, bat ké ho 13 ai, vi da cudp di... Ma dusao
thi, cho t& mot 1at duoc khdng? Té phai di vé sinh da.”

Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chudng Di, Pung Doi duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chuwong 15

16

CAU HOTI: Tuyén va 6ng & chi yéu phu trach viéc tao ra va didu tiét cai gi?

TRA LOT: Nuéc mit.

stk

Cudi cling t6i ciing phai cho 14 that may khi chiing t6i ngdi gin nha vé sinh.

Pén gioy 161 da & trong d6 dugo mdt e roi. Hoi lAu thi phai. Toi khong mubn ning nghi t0i bi tiéu chéy hay gi d6, nhung toi cling khong mudn néng thiy
t6i khoc. La mot chiéu quyen i, nhung viée khoe loc khong kim soét nhat dinh 1 khong duoe danh gid cao. Chic gio nang nghi t6i la mot trong nhirg
thing con trai mit wét. Ngay lic ndy nang c6 thé & ngay ngoai cira, ic dAu, tinh tién rdi voi va quay vé ky tiic x4 dé ké 1 cho Erin moi chuyén: “Chia o,
cau khong tin ndi 12 t¢ da c6 mdt budi ti nhur thé ndo dau. Cau ta chi i mot thing nhoc mit-udt...”

C6 tiéng gb vao cira budng vé sinh, va t6i cho ring d6 1 Luigi, dén kiém tra xem ti c6 chudn 161 ctra thoat hiém hay khong, nhung giong n6i do...
“Brian, cau on chi?”

0, chao Alice!”

“Trong d6 on chir ha?”

“O, t6 6n, 6 6n.”

“Cau c6 mudn mo cira khong, cung?”

0, Chia o, nang mudn viao buéng vé sinh voi minh.

“M& ctra dinao, cung...”

“That n, t6 On, t6's& ra voi cau ngay.” Guom da - “cung’” 42

“Puoe rdi. Nhung quay lai v6i t6 ngay, duoc chir?”

“Hai phit nita,” toi hét 1én khi nang di ra phia cira, “cau cir viéc goi trng mi¢ng néu mudn!”

Va nang di khoi. Toi doi mt chit, sau do roi khoi buong va nhin vao gurong. Toi cho la minh trong khong dén ndi ¢ - it hoi do, nhung nurde mii
khong con chay nita, t0i chinh lai cai no con budm, vudt toc ra sau cho gon gang, cai lai day deo quan, va di ra ngoai, quay hung lai, dau cui thap de
Luigj khong nhin thdy. Khi t6i tién dén ban. Alice dimg 1én, va that bt ngd, nang choang tay 6m t0i thélt chét, md dp vao ma toi. Toi khong biét ' phai lim
sao, nén ciing bén choang tay qua ngudi nang, nga ngudi vé phia trude mot chit tao du khoang trong cho chiéc  vay phdng, mot tay dat lén chiéc vay xa

tanh xam, tay con lai trén hrng nang, calhmgxmhdep,ngaytalchodaﬂntloraphlatrenxatanh, va nang thi thAm vao tai toi - “Céu that la mot chang
trai dang yéu” - va toi nghi | minh lai sip bét khoc nira, khong phai vi toi that |3 mdt chang trai dang yéu, ma vi t6i that |d mot tén ngu dan, ngde nghéch,
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kinh tom, thé nén toi nham nghién mét va ching toi ctr nhu vay hoi lu. Khi md mt ra toi thiy Luigi dang nhin, va sau d6 anh ta nhiy mét mot cach ranh
ménh voi 61, 10i dua ngdn cdi lén. Toi khong bict phan img nhu th ndo nén cling gio' ngdn tay cdi lén, va ngay p tirc cam thay dang khinh b, vi ti
hoan toan cha hiéu minh gio ngdn cai én dé lam gi.

Di nhién, cudi clng, ddy deo quén i bj tudt va Alice budng ra, mim cudi voi t0i voi cai miéng xiu xubng, kiéu ny cudi i nghigp mi cac ba me hay thé
hién véi nhimg dira bé khoc nhé trong cac mau quang cdo trén ti vi. Bay gior ti bat dau cam thay hoi khong thoai méi, nén ndi, *“Xin oi vé chuyén do.
Thuong thi phai khuya hon té méi bat dau khoc.”

“Ching minh di nhé?”

Nhung t6i chura mudn di voi. “Céu khong ding mon trang miéng 42 Ca phé hay céi gi 46?2

“Khong, t¢ an xong roi.”

“Ho c¢6 m6n banh phdng c6 nhan thi phai? So mép vi s6 ¢d la...?”

“Khong, that do, t& ndc no rdi,” va tir mdt chd nio d6 & nép gip ctia chiée vay phong, nang gio ra mdt céi vi xach tay nho nhét thé gioi, va dinh mo ra.
“Nay, dé t¢ thanh toan!” t6i noi.

Va thé I t6i tra tién, cudi ciing gia ca chinh ra ciing khé hop 1y, nhd ti ¢ con suy sup tinh thin toan tp thay cho mon trang miéng, va ching toi budc ra
NgoAL

Trén duong quay lai ky tic x4 ciia nang, ching t6i 6i chi1 dé, va noi vé sach, vé viéc ca hai déu ghét D. H. Lawrence ra sao vi ching ti thich cudn
sach ndo cuia Thomas Hardy hon; 61 thich cuon Jude Ké v danh, con nang thi mé cudn Xa ddm dong dién loan. D6 1 mot budi t01 mudn cudi i thing
Murdi mdt 6n hoa, duong phd am w6t mic di khong c6 mira. Nang dé nghi di ngiim canh, va rdi hai dira leo 1én ngon ddi nhin xuong toan thanh pho tho
ddc vi vira leo wira ndi chuyén, khong lic ndo gian doan. Amthanh cta xe ¢§ trén nhitng con dudng thanh pho tr nén xa dan va neng dong duy nhat
ngoai trir tiéng i clia ching 6 1 tiéng gi6 i qua nhimg tan cay va tiéng phan phét cta chiéc vdy da hoi bang xa tanh dang bay. Pén nira dudng kén
d0i nang quang nhanh canh tay qua canh tay toi, gitr chit mot chit, rdi nga dAu Ién vai ti. Nguoi gin day nhit quang tay t0i thé nay 1a me, trén duong vé
nha sau khi xem t6i dong vai chiia Gié-su trong vo kich Phic am. Di nhién ba da xem t6i bi hanh hinh, chuyén do chic chan ¢6 tac dong dén tinh cam cia
moOt ba me, nhung t6i nhé 14 ngay cé khi d6 61 vgm cglmthay 6 mot chit la Am, phén thi ty hao, phan thi V0 cung bdi rbi, giéng nhur t6i 1 chulinh-nho-
dich:thl_rc cua ba hay mot thir gi d6 vay. Alice nﬁm lay canh tay t6i khong chit e dé, mdt hanh dong nhur theé nang da lugm It duge tir mdt bd phim
truyén hinh ¢6 trang, nhung thit hay, t6i cdm thay am hon va nhu cao én dugc nam phan.

Lén t6i dinh doi ching t6i ngdi xuong mit bang ghé dai, nang &p sat hong vao toi dé hai dira ngdi mot cach 4m cting va thoai méi & mot goc, va mic du
01 ¢ thé cam thay hoi 4m dang tham qua quan, va biét a n6 dé lai nhitng vét tao, toi ciing khong ban tim. Thyrc ra, t6i cting s& khong ban tim néu
chiing t6i ctr ngdi & ddy méii méi, ngim nhin thanh phd & bén dudi, va nhitg anh dén dudng cao tc toa ra d6 vé vimg nong thon.

“T& vira chot nhan ra, t& chua chic mirng sinh nhét cau.”

“0, khong sao dau...”

“Du vay, chic cdu sinh nhét vui vé...”

“0, camon cu, cau cling vay.”

“C6 diéu hom nay khong phéi sinh nhat t6,” nang noi.

“Khong, di nhién khong phai. Xin 16i cau.”

“Va t6 cling khong ¢ qua sinh nhit cho cdu nita...”

“Khong sao. Bubi t6i hom nay chinh ki mot mén qua roi.”

Chiing t6i ngirmg noi chuyén, va i dinh bung chi lén mot s6 chom sao, gidng nhur ngurdi ta vﬁn lam trong phim. T6i da hoc thude long tén ching chi dé i
cho mot dip nhur thé nao, nhung troi qua nhi€u miy, nén thay vao d6 t61 ban khoan khong bict troi cd du toi d€ hon nang khong, hay nang ¢ du say dé
cho phép t61 hon khong,

“Brian n¢, cdu dinh lam gi vao Giang sinh?”’

“Um, khong biét...”

“Cau mubn dén va 6 lai khong?”

“Dau co?”

“Voito.”



“O Luan Pon u?”

“Khong dau, gia dinh t& c6 mdt ngdi nha riéng & Suffolk. Cau c6 thé gip Rose va Michael.”

“Rose va Michael 1 ai vay?”

“Bd me t6!”

“Phai r6i! Um t6 thich im, nhung t6 khong mubn dé me mot minh...”

“Di nhién khong r01, nhung céu cd thé ghé vé sau Glang sinh, vao ngdy sau L2 tang qua hodc ngiy ndo d6. Va bd me t6 hau nhur chi thich ¢ riéng voi
nhau thoi, thé nén hiu hét thoi gian s& chi ¢6 t6 va cau” - nang nghil can thuyét phyc t6i - “ching minh c6 thé di choi, dao phd, doc sach, néi chuyén va
lam nhiing thir khac...”

“Duge 16i,” tdi 6.

“Tuyét voi! Thoa thudn vay nhé. Bay gior t& lanh cong rdi. Ching minh vé nhé thoi.”

Lic chmlgtoivé dén ky tiic x4 ctia nang thi d 1 nira dém, nhu’ngvﬁn con mot vai nguoi di t6i di lui doc theo hanh lang lat san g0, nhimg ke hoc gao,
nhing nguoi mét ngi1 va nhing tén str dung ma ty. Ca bon déu n6i “Chao Alice” va 1di liéc nhin t6i ddy nghi hoic, nhung 61 khong dé tam. Toi qua ban
suy nghii vé& cach ching toi chao tam biét, quy trinh ciia n6. Dimng lai trude cira phong, ning n6i, “t6t hon ki t6 nén leo thing 1én giwong di ngt, ngay mai
¢6 bai giang lic chin gio nuroi lAm”

“Phai ddy. V&...?”

“Stanislavski va Brecht, vo kich Puong phén d6i 1on, ddu chim hoi.”

“Phai rdi, vi xét trén nhidu mt thi ho khong that su khac biét dén thé, mic dt nguoi ta ¢6 xu hudng nghi triét 1y ctia ho loai trir Bn...”

“That dy, Brian, thit sy t& nén di ngi.”

“ROL. A, m camon ciu vi da dong y di choi véi t6.”

“Brian - t¢ khong dong y. T6 mudn di,” roi nang reén nguoi vé trurde rat nhanh va hon Ién mit t6i cho AN tai. Nu hon that nhanh, gidng nhur mot ¢t md
cla ran h6 mang, va phan xa cta toi khong héin d4 theo kip, nén t6i chi c6 thoi gian dit dé tao ra tiéng hon chut Am 1 v6i cai miéng mo to 1én 16 tai ctia
nang, roi canh ctra déng lai va nang bién mit.

Va mdt lin nita, 0i di b trén con dudng xe chay It s6i, di vé nh. Cudi clng thi moi chuyén cling on. Toi nghi thé I on. Toi da duoc moi dén ngdi nha
riéng 6 ving nong thon cta nang, va to1 nght hién gio nang da tim thay & 61 “sur thi vi”, ngay ca khi “swr thi vi” khong thét sur la dicu t6i theo dudi. Toi co
phan khong thodi mai vé Iy do tai sao lai theé, nhung van...

“O hay, Jackson!”

T61 nhin quanh.

“Xin 10i, y t¢ i Brian. Brian, trén ndy né...” D6 1 Rebecca, ¢ dang nrdn ngudi ra khoi cira s au mdt, chuin bi di ngii trong chiée 4o thun ngin tay mau
den dai.

“Thé ndo, chuyén sao rdi, chang trai dang yéu?”

“O, cau biét diy. T6t dep.”

“Thé I tinh yéu da nay n6?”

“Khdng phai ‘yéu’. “Thich’ thoi.”

“Thich’ nay n. TG nghii viy. Té cam nhan duoc didu d6. Gidng nhur trong khong khi dy. Lam tt Fim, Brian. Vay cau hdy kién tri & d6 nhé, anh ban.”

Trén duong vé nha i di dén gara mo thau dém va tur thét dai minh mdt Picnic va lon Lit béng s6 tién tiét kigm duge nho khéc Iéc. Khi t6i vé dén
Richmond House thi d gan hai gio' sang, C6 ba mau gidy nhan viet tay duge dinh trén ctra phong...

7:30 Brian - me cau goi.
10:45 Spencer goi. Nhén 1 cau 4y “da chén dén phét dién”. Cau Ay ¢ tram xang sut dém Goi lai cho cdu 4y.
Brian, cdu lam on durng xai stra rira mat Apri ctia t6 ma khong thém héi nhé?
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CAU HOTI: Chinh xéc thi Dorothy Gale phéi im gi dé quay vé Kansas?
TRA LOT: Pép got chan xubng dét ba lan, trong dau thi nghi réing “Khong Noi Nao Tét Hon O Nha”.

skkesk

Khi t6i md ctra vao nha, me van con & Woolworths, nén t6i pha mot ca day tra, quang phich nguroi xubng ghé sofa, iy biit danh dau can than chirong
trinh ti vi &€ xem vao dip Gidng sinh trén to tap san cta Radio Times. T6i cam thay kiét sirc hoan toan, thit khong may, diéu nay phin 16n 13 do loai bia
tu u ctia Josh va Marcus hon I3 nhitng nhi¢t thanh hoc hanh. Mt vai tuén 18 cudi cta hoc ky da tr6i qua voi mit vai bita ti€c budn té thua thét nguoi
tham dur trong ngdi nha cta nhing nguoi xa la, hay tro ubng thi trong nha bép v6i dam ban ciia Josh va Marcus; nhirng théng con trai choi thé thao to
cao, hrc ludng va nhimg dira con gai nbng nhiét, ¢6 lin da ram nang quanh ném 6 nhing doi thé thao ding vot dé bt va némbong, hét thay déu dung
¢b 40 so mi Ién, déu hoc tiéng Phap, déu dén tir nhitng hat xung quanh Luén DBon, Va déu c6 mai toc vang hoe chai ra sau giéng hét nhau. Toi da ché ra
mdt cau chuyén diia kha hay vé kiéu con gai nay, d6 1 tét ca bon ho déu dira tir ¢d xe ngura co-chintua-trén-noc| 1] nhung khong may 1 khong c6 ai
dé ké chuyén dua do.

[1] Nguyén vén “Surrey-with-a- fringe-on-top” t€n mét bai hat.

D sao dinita, bat ké ngudi ta day ho céi gi & nhitng truong tur d6, hoc chéic chén biét cach udng bia. Toi cam thiy bi dau doc, xanh xao va dmdoi, va
61 mirng vi da vé dén nha, dwoc ndm dai trén ghé sofa, xem i vi. Trua nay khong ¢ chuong trinh gi hay, chi cé mdt vai phim cao bdi, t6i bén dira méit
nhin mbng lung vao nhitng tAm anh hdi di hoc ctia minh dé trén ndc ti vi, chup trurde khi bd mét Con diéu 1 g XAm Xit va budn ba hon mdt tim anh cii hoi
dihoc? Ho néi miy chyp hinh lam t6i trong mép ra khoang hai ky ruti, nhung ¢6 v trong tAm anh nay s6 ky 16 ting thém d6 da don hoan toan vio dam
muyn trimg cd. Toi trong hét nhu ngwdi Trung ¢0, mdt nan nhan cta dich bénh, toan nhimng myn nhot, va t6i tyr hoi me thiy thé nao khi t6i cudi nhéin nhé
kha 6 trudc mét ba lic ba dang ¢ xem i vi.

Tam anh khién t0i nan long dén mirc phéi tat ti vi va di vao bép dé dun dmmuréc pha thém tra. Trong khi doi nude s6i, t6i nhin ra san sau, mit miéng dat
nho6 phii bong rAm c6 kich thude ctia mdt cai girong d6i ma me da It gach sau khi bd mit, cho d& budn. Téi pha tra rdi dem tii xéch di Ién phong nga &
trén gac. Me da tat 1o suoi, dé tiét kiém hoi dot, thé 1 phong lanh nhur d4, nén ti dé nguyén quan 4o leo 1én girdng va nhin én trdn nha. Cha hiéu sao
cai giwong ¢6 vé nhur nhd hon, gidng nhu giwdng tré con, ma thyc ra thi can phong trong nho hon chir khong chi céi girong. Chia moi biét tai sao, khong
phéi fa do ti da lon thémra, nhung 10i, chi sau ba thang toi bit dau camthy day giong nhur phong ctia mt ngudi khic. Nhirg thir dé ¢ day gibng nhur
dd choi cta con nit - nhirng ddng truyén tranh, nhimg hoa thach ndm & ngudng cira sb, nhitng miu ghi chu cua Brodie, m6 hinh méy bay pha mbt lop bui
treo trén tran nha, nhirng cai 4o so'mi di hoc cii treo trong t quan 40. Vi nguyén ¢4 ndo do, toi bit dau cam thiy thoang budn, nén bén nghi vé Alice mot
lat, va rdi toi ngu thiép di.

skkesk

Toi da khong n6i chuyén v6i nang ding nghia mot thoi gian dai rdi. Cude hop ddi tuyén cude thi Thach thire da duoc giai tan cach day hai tuan, va ké tir
bira d6 nang duong nhur bi nubt ching vao trong cai hoi nhé ctia minh, mdt dam 6n 4o, khép kin v6i nhitng dira con trai con gai xinh dep, banh bao ma
61 da thiy trong quén bar sinh vién, hay khi ho I4i xe quanh phd, bay hay tam ngudi nhét chat nich vao chiéc xe 2CV vang nhat day khoi, chuyén tay
nhau chai vang d6 va nghe nhac ctia Jimi Hendrix, sau d6 ca bon quay lai ciin ho kiéu vua George ctia mdt ngudi trong nhom dé thich thu chia sé ma tiy
va 1am tinh v6i nhau. Trén thue t& 1an t6i tiép can Alice voi khoang cach gan nht d & quan bar sinh vién cach day hai ngly. Toi da tién lai va n6i “Xin
chio”, bon ho déu dap lai “Xin chao™, turoi tinh va mim cudi, nhung khong may Ia khong c6 du ghe & ban dé t6i c6 thé ngdi xudng cling Vv6iho. Hon nita,
Alice phai veo ca c6 m6i quay lai ndi chuyén duoc voi t61, va cling khong mét nhidu thoi gian dé ban c6 thé dimg ¢ ngoai ria mdt nhém gidng nhur thé
trure khi ban bét ddu cam thiy nhur thé minh dang lim nhan vién don ban. Di nhién t6i khong cam thay gi ngoai sw khinh thudng cai dam trich thuong, tu
mén, banh choe d6, nhung khong may sy khinh thuong d6 khong da dé t6i khéng mudn ki mot thanh vién ciia ho.

Nhung chiiing t6i ciing d& xoay x& ndi chuyén dit au dé Alice ¢6 thé xéc nhén ring chuyén di nghi ¢ ngdi nha nong thén & duge tién hanh. Toi khong
phéi mang gi theo ngoai trur thét nhiéu séch va 4o khoac. That ra nang da cuoi nhao khi t6i hoi ¢6 phai dem theo khan thm khong, “Nha t& 6 ca dbng
khéin tim " nang n6i, va toi nghi, phai, dwong nhién ning c6 101 “Khéng thé chd durge nira,” nang ndi. “Khong thé chd thém duoc nita,” t6i n6i, nhung
01 théit sy ¢ y do, vi toi biét & truong tOi thit su chang bao gios ¢6 thé chiém nhiéu thoi gian ctia nang, ¢ qua nhiéu diéu phan tim, qua nhiéu nhitng
thing con trai gy cao léu nghéu nghéu nghén ¢6 tién ctia va cin ho riéng. Nhung cudi cling, khi ching t6i di xa v6i nhau, chi ¢6 t6i va nang, do s& 1 co
hoi ctia t6i, thdi co to 16n dé chimg minh cho nang thiy viée chiing t6i & bén nhau i hoan toan khong thé tranh khoi.

sksksk

D6 1a bubi sang ngiy Gidng sinh, viée dAu tién t61 lam khi thirc day | an mot o Frosties day va bét ti vi lén. Bay gio' khoang murdi gio, va bo phim Pha
thity xir Oz da chiéu roi, nén toi aé man hinh bét trong khi me va t6i mo qua ctia nhau. B4 ciing hién dién & d6, theo cai cach, gidng nhu hon ma cia
Jacob Marley, 3n méic gidng trong tAm anh cii chup bang miy Polaroid ma t6i con gitt, tréng mét moi va chua chat trong cai 4o ng do tia, mai toc den
chai nguoc ra sau, ong mang mdt doi dép 1€ moi va dang it bao thudc t6i da mua va gdi lai lam qua cho 6ng.

Namnay me mua cho ti my cai 4o gi 1é mdi va Tuyén tap chon loc ctia E. E. Cummings ma 0 da yéu cau o rang, va ba da phéi dat mua diic biét. Toi
xem gi tién trén trang gidy d¢ trang ¢ dau va cam thay can rirt hrong tam vi n6 dét qua, it nhat cling bang mot ngay lwong, nhung t6i ben cam on va hon
1én ma ba, dura mdn qua ctia t6i cho ba dé dap lai - mdt gid nhitng chai dau thom nhé dan bang li€u gai mua & Body Shop, va mot cuon Ngbi nha lanh
o cii thude ti sach Everyman’s Library.

“Gi day?”

“D6 Ia modt tac phdm ctia Dickens yéu thich ctia con. Hay tuyét voi.”



“Ngdi nha lanh I€0? Nghe nhu chinh ng6i nha nay vay.”

Va caunéi dé vira méi tao dung nén tinh thin chung cho ngity hom nay, that sw 1a nhu vAy. Gidng nhur trong truyén cta Dickens.

Chu Des cung an bira 61 Giang sinh véi ching t6i. Vo chit Des da bo chit dé chay theo mot gil ddng nghiép cach déy hai ndm, nén hing ndm me déu moi
chi an bira t6i Giang sinh vi chikhong con nhiéu ngudi than, Mic di khong phai la chi rudt cua 61, chi la mbt ngudi song cach ba can nha, chii van nghi
14 bang cach ndo do ¢6 quyén Bm rdi tung toc t6i va trd chuyén voi toi nhur thé t6i moi mudi hai tudi.

“Thé chau thé ndo ha, nhoc 2 chi hoi, bang cai giong dd danh con nit.

“Khoe, camon chi Des.”

“Tron dat quy thin oi, & truong dai hoc ho khong day chau cét‘ch dung Iuoc hay sao!” chu thét 1én, vo dau toi. “Nhin bd dang C}’Ja chéu ma xem!” - rdi, xu
Ién, buxui - va t6i chot ndy ra y nghi Ia tat ca dieu nay that buon cuoi khi dugc phat ra ttr mot ngudi dan dng bon muroi lim tuoi cé mai toc vang hoe uon
quan va mot bd réu nham nhé hét nhur durge ¢t ra tir mdt mau tham, nhung t6i im king vi me khong thich t0i ¢ai lai chi Des. Thé 12 t6i Am bo ling ting
nguong nging va tyr thiy minh hity con may va it ra ndm nay chii y khong ly nam muroi xu ra tir dang sau tai toi.

Me tho dau khoi ctra va thong bao, “Mon cai lén nhé!” Mot ludng hoi nong chat diép luc phang phét da xéc thue 1i canh béo ctia ba, va toi cam thiy
hoi budn ndn, vi ti van con ¢6 thé cam nhan duoc vi cua Frosties bimc ket gitta may cai rang khon. Sau d6 ba quay lai nha bép con chi Des va toi
ngdi xem Phi thity xir Oz véi &m hrong duroc vin nho xudng,

“Quy thin oi, khong phéi lai I thir réc ruéi ndy chir!” chi Des la 1én. “Giang sinh ndo ciing Phir-thity-chét-tiét-clia- cai-x(t-Oz-chét-bam.”

“Chti nghif ho s& tim mdt b phim khéc dé chiéu sao?!” t6i hoi. Rdi chit Des hoi vé truong hoc.

“Vay thét sur thi chau im gj sudt ca ngiy ha?” T6i cho d6 1 mdt cau hoi hay, va I cau hoi toi da tur vén ban than doi an.

“Nhiéu chuyén dé hmAm- dilén giang duong, doc sach, viét tiéu luan - dai loai nhu vay.”

“Va chi vy thoi ha? Quy thin oi - t6t cho mdt vai...!”

Phai di chu @& thoi. “Thé con chu thi sao ha chi Des, cong viée ctia chi thé nao rdi?”

“0, khong c6 g am1, Bri4, i nay thi khong c6 gi am1..” Cha Des lm trong nginh xay dung - xAy nha kinh trong hoa, cong vom va méi hién - hay it
nhat c}}ﬁ da lam cong viée gié qho dén khi c6 vu ly di va suy thoéj kinh té. Hién tai chiéc xe tai nam luoi nhég trude nha, va chii Des danh phan lon tho1
gian dé thao roi dong co, r6i gan ching lai, hoan toan khong chuan xac, dé sau d6 phai thao ching ra mot lan nira. “Nguoi ta duong nhu khong mu6n
mo mang cai gi ca, khi dang trong cude suy thoai. Nhimg cai d6 ding la xa xi pham, nhirng cong vom va nha kinh dy...” Roi chi ]ay ngon tay €p rau
xuong, va liéc nhin thé lrong vao bd phim Phu thily xir Oz, nhirng con khi hoi phién todi ¢ canh moc ra & sau lung, con toi thi thay that t¢ néu di héi chu

Ve cong viée khi ma t6i da biét a n6 ching hé suon s¢. Sau khi mot hay hai hoi ngly ngudi nhin vao nhitng con khi dang bay, chi ay kéo minh ra khoi s
bang quo d6, bang mdt sy no Iy van dong cuia co thé, ngdi thang lung het mire ¢6 thé theo do dai king ghe, va vo tay. “Purgc 161, gio udng chut gi do
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chir? Rt cude thi hémnay ciing i Giang sinh kia ma. Thude doc ctia chau 1 gi ddy Bri?” rdi thi, bi 4n .. ngoai trir mon cai Brussels!

T6i nhin dong hd dé trén bé 10 sudi- da 11 gidr 55 rdi. “Chi Des ndy, chau s& udng bia,” va chil ling xing di vao nha bép, m nhur thé chi 4y séng &
day vay.

Liic an bita trura trong nha bép va kénh Radio 2 dang bét, t6i quyét dinh cong b tin trong dai.
“Nhan dy - con mudn thong bao mdt chuyén...”

Me ngting nhai. “Chuyén gi?”

“Mot sd chuyén da xay ra ¢ truong dai hoc vao cubi hoc ky.”

“Oi, Chtia 0i, Brian...” me n6i, bum tay che miéng,

“Me durng lo, chuyén khong € dau...!”

Ba nhin sang chii Des, 1di cang thing ndi, “Noi tiép di con...”

“A, con sip tham gia chuong trinh Théch thirc Pai hoc!”

“Gi co, cai chiéu trén ti vi 36 ha?” chii Des hoi.

“Trang phoc! Con & doi tuyén!”

Me bét dau cuoi sic sua, va nhin sang Des, ciing dang cudi phé 1én. “Chic mimg chau, Bri,” chi noi, va dit nia xudng dé ranh ban tay vo toc. “Piy 1
mot tin vé vang, thit sy 1a vé vang...”



“Chiia oi, va thit nhe ca nguoi,” me noj, uéng mit ngum regu dﬁy, va dat tay 1én ngue dé hmdiu nhip tim dang dap.
“Sao vy me, thé me nghi con sdp ndi gi co?”

“A, con cung, that tinh 14, me nghi con bao e Ia con bi déng tinh!” ba n6i rdi lai pha Ién cudi, va nhin sang chi Des, chi éy cling bét dau cuol, cuoi Am
dén mixc t6i e chi1 ay sdp bi nghen rau ciing nén.

Vio bubi chidu, sau khi xtr Iy xong mon g tay, chit Des tur rot cho minh mt Iy Scotch 16n va chim mot diéu xi gi dai nho, con me chim mot diéu
Rothman, rdi chiing t6i chiim chi theo ddi churong trinh Top of The Pops. Chii Des cau nhau mdi lin méy quay chia vao nhitng ca si hat dém an mic ho
hang, me cudi khoan dung va v vao canh tay chii. Ba nghiira cch thirc riéng ctia minh dé giai quyét mot thing ruou s6 ¢6 la truyén thdng, cin céi nip
ra khoi nhitng chai raou s6 ¢6 la nhd va rét nho giot nhiéu loai rwou khdc nhau vao miéng minh, hét nhu mdt ké nghién rugu khé tinh. Day Ia mdt budc
tién m6i déy ky quai trong viéc nghién ruou cia ba, va t6i khong biét diéu gi da khién ba nhur thé, nhung khong mudn bi bo lai ding sau, t6i tiép tuc udng
hét mot 16c bon lon bia. Vi t6i Ia mdt tay nghién nhac jazz, va luén cap nhét tinh hinh &m nhac thinh hanh hién nay, t6i da giip nhin dang nhitng guong
it it tén tudi trong doan video Do They Know It’s Christrmas? (Hoco biét luén nay 1 Gidng sinh khong), sau d6 ca nha xem Bai dién vin cta Nit
hoang, r6i chii Des 1én dwong di gip nguoi me gia ctia chil & ph trén, nhung hira s& quay lai lic sau gio dé an nhimg mon con thira va choi tro co ti phi
truyén théng, kéo dai vo tan, ma chit Des chic chin s& théing, nhung chi bing cach tw chi dinh minh 1 nha c4i va gian lan tién nong,

Sau d6 trude khi mit troi t6i hin, me va toi miic 40 khodc rdidira ngoai. Me nim ]éy khuyu tay t61 khi hai me con di bd vai dam dén nghia trang dé dat
hoa 1én md bo. Khong khi am va lanh khién ba ¢ phan con say hon, va toi phai cti xuong d€ nghe ba ndi chuyén. Ba c6 mili ctia cay x6 thom, hanh va
ruou Tia Maria.

Nhur thurong 16 t6i dimg v6i me mdt lat va bao kim sao mé bia md tréng van con dep thé nhi, rdi toi di khoi va dimg ra xa mdt doan dé ché trong khi me
16i chuyén voi bo. Toi luén cam thiy c6 phan khong thoai mai khi chd doi ma khong c6 sach dé doc, nén thay vao d6 t6i ¢b nhan dang cac loi chim,
nhung chi ¢6 con qua va 4c 14 (thude ho qua), sdo da (ho sao sau) va sé (ho sé nha), toi chiing hiéu tai sao nghiia trang lubn thu hit nhitmg loai chim mang
dén diém béo chét choc, bénh tat va khd dau nhur thé, va sau khoang murdi phut thi me néi xong nhitng gi phéi ni, ba cham nhe vao bia md, va bo di, cii
dAu xudng, va ndm ly canh tay t6i, khong n6i 10i nao cho dén khi ba c6 thé phan nao kiém soat durgc hoi thd va ¢6 thé ndi chuyén binh thiong, Bay gio
thi troi da 5 hin, nhung hai dita nhéc tir dién trang trong ving dang 14i nhitng chiéc xe dap BMX m6i ma ching nhan duoc trong dip Giang sinh giita
nhing ngbi md, dap phanh manh hét ¢& dé banh xe trurot xudng thip im dam soi bj vang lén. Me, mét van con ddm 6 va hoi say do ruou s0 ¢0 la, cam
théy kho chiu trude vide do, va bt dau quat Ién voi ching - “Céc chau khong nén lam nhur vay, khong phai & ngiia trang, hiy biét ton trong chit di”
Mot dira gio tay chit V rdi dap xe ngang qua, cudi vang va hét vong lai, “Xéo di, lo chuyén cua ba di, ba ga dAmda”. Toi c6 thé cam thiy me lai dang
bat khoc va dot nhién 61 c6 mong muon suc soi la reot sau thing odt do, tumlay mil trim ctia cdi 4o parka va hat 16 ra khoi chiéc xe dap moi, dé dau
bi1én ung n6 va cha cai mit déu cang, ngu si ctia 16 xudng dam SO, deé xem mét bao lau thi nd nin cuoi. Va 1di ciing dot nhién t6i wde minh dang & mot
noi xa, xa thit xa noi ndy, nim bat dong voi mot ai d6, trén mot chiéc girdng 4m ap, chim vao gidc ngil

Ban dang doc truyén Nhan Chudng Pi, Ping Poi duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.
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CAU HQI: Tén cua hop chét hitu co ¢o cong thire chung 1a R-OH, trong d6 R dai dién cho nhém ankin g6m cacbon va hidro, con OH dai dién cho mot
hoéc nhiéu nhom hidroxin?

TRA LOT: Rugu

koK

Black Prince la mt quén ruou nho phyc vu riéng cho nhimg khach hang dudéi do tudi cho phép ubng ruf(_)u‘(ﬂj truong ching t6i quen goin6 1 Nha Tre,
theo 1y ludn ctia chu quén thi bat ky dra tré nao du lau ca d€ gidu ca vat cia bo dong phuc vao trong tii quén tire 1 da da tubi ubng rugu. Vao budi trua
thr Sdu canh tugng ¢ d6 giong nhu mot canh phim Grange Hill, va ban c6 thé cong khai di vao véi chiéc cp deo vai.

Ngoai hoc ky, that kho long twdng trrong ¢6 noi nao ving vé hon noi ndy dé hop nit va udng rrou. Nue -son mau ndu, tho thién, 4m thip, co phan
giong nhur minh dang ngdi trong thn cua ai do, tuy nhién nim nam gn day, viéc hop mit & cho ndy vao mdi toi ctia L& Tang qua da trg thanh truyen
th‘ong, mé truyén thbng thi thleI}g heng 1di. Vay la ching t6i & ddy, toi, Tone va Spencer, ngdi trong mdt c4i budng nhura vinyl c6 ma giéng cuc mau, lan
dau tién bon t6i gap lai nhau ke tir hoi thing Chin. Toi c6 mdt chit lo au trude cude tai ngd nay, nhung Spencer dudng nhur tht 1ong vui mirng khi gip lai
to1 Tone cling vay, theo cach riéng clia cdu ta, vé co ban la duge thé hién qua nhitng khop dot ngdn tay cha manh Ién dinh dau toi.

“Cai quai gi xay ra voi mai toc cau thé nay?”

“Y cau la sao?”


http://ebookfull.net

“Phdng Ién mot ti, ding khong?” Tone chdp Jiy chd gan tai toi, ngiri nhur ngiri tréi dua héu. “Céu xii keo bot 427
“Khong, 1am gi c6 keo bot ndo.” Thire ra, t6i cd xai mdt it keo bot thit.

“Thé né duoc goi i g, c4i kiéu toc nhur thé nay dy?”

“Goi Ia kiéu Brideshead,” Spencer dép.

“Kiéu nay 1 ngéin-sau-va-hai-bén. Thé ho goi kiéu dau ctia cau 1 gi ha Tone?”’

“Cha cd tén gi sét, n chi a chinh n6 thoi. Thé dao ndy cau ubng gi - vang do Bo Dao Nha voi chanh? Rugu ndu Tay Ban Nha ly vira? Vang ngot
trang...” Bat dau roi day, ma t61 con chua kip i céi 4o gio ra nita.

“Tone, cho nira lit bia di.”

‘“Bia déc bi¢t nhé?”

“Choi Iuon. Bia dic biét.”

“Bia ddc biét” tirc Ia bia-c6-ruou-gin-0-trén-cing. Mot phén sy chuyén tiép mang tinh giao duc ctia chit quén ndy B vun dép cho nhimg thir nghiém va
cai tien, va ong s€ khong chop mit, bat ké ban yéu cau su két hop kinh tom nao. Ngoai ra, bia-co-rugu-gin-0-trén-cting that ra cling da 1a mot sy ket
hop kha chitng chac theo tiéu chi cuia qua Black Prince roi. Bat ctr thir gi khong ¢6 niiii dira hay bac ha hay hat hoi déu duoc coi Ia tinh t€ & day.

Day 12 an t6i di xa 1au nhét ma khong gap mit Spencer thuong xuyén ké tir khi hai dira muroi hai tuol, va o1 rat lo Fing khong biét c6 bat ky khodng lang
nguong nging nao khong. Nhung ddy roi Khoang ling. Spencer c6 khoa lp né bang cach nay miéng 16t cdc bia ctia cau ta Ién khong khi va chop lay
16, trong khi t6i nhoai tay ra ly hop diém, may ra thi s& c6 cai gi 6 dé doc ¢ mét sau hop diém.

“Nay. Té tudng cau da ndi i cudi tuln s& vé co ma?” cudi ciing céu ta ciing Ién tiéng,

“A, t6 ciing dinh thé, nhung mé ban chit viée.”

“Ban. Phai roi.”

“Giang sinh vui chr?” t61 hoi.

“Thuong thoi. Gidng Giang sinh niim ngoai, na né Giang sinh nim sau. Cu thi sa0?”

“0, cau biét diy. Ciing vAy thoi.” Tone quay lai v6i ba cde bia dic biét. “Thé ndo... c6 gi m6i khong?” t6i hoi

“Cai gl ‘moi’ co?” Spencer hdi lai.

“Chd m, yt6 1a...”

“Chd 1am gi chir?” c4u ta hoi, nhay mit. Theo nhu t6i biét, Spencer van dang lim hop dong thu ngin ca dém.

“Thi & tram xéng 4y...”

“A, ity chd t6 am c6 khuyén méi mdt bo ly udng ruou vang, cai d6 giy xio dong dir ddy nhé, rdi co hom thi gia pizza bn sao ting, chuyén d6 ciing kha
ly ky. Nén n6i chung, t¢ chura bao gior thay thi vi nhur thé nay tir khi ¢ thanh Kit-Kat toan s6 ¢6 la d6. A, tuan trude c6 mot dam sinh vién 1ai di thang
ma khong tra tién...”

“Té mong la céu da rugt theo chiing,” Tone noi khay.

‘0, khong, Tone, t& khong ruot theo, vi chiing & trong xe con t& thi di bd. Véi lai, t& chi duoc tra ¢ 1 bang 80 xu mit gio. Ho phai tra t& nhiéu hon s&
do trurde khi t xa than rrot dudi chir.”

“Lam thé ndo cau biét bon né 1 sinh vién?” ti hoi, nhir mdi.

““A, vi chiing &in mic rét xéu. Khéin choang c6 dai, miit kinh tron nho, toc cat xiu om...” Cu ta mim cudi ddy an y voi Tone, sau d6 quay lai phia 0i. “Bri
ndy, thi luc cau sao 16i?” Pay 1a trd dua giita Tone va Spencer, bon ho tin rang t6i d& ndi doi doi voi chuyén gia nhan khoa dé€ duoc deo kinh.

“Tét, camon cdu, Spencer,” va toi quyét dinh di Iy it khoai tay chién.

Trén Ibira qlg?ly bar, t6i nghi mot hoi vé vise hudng ra cira va bo di. Toi quy Spencer va Tone, déc biét la Spencer, va toi ngh hai dira cling quy t6i, du
Chuia moi bict chiing t6i chura bao gié' noi ra cai tir bat dau bang chix Q ay lan nao, it nhat thi cling chura timg lam the trong tinh trang tinh tdo. Nhung vao
sinh nhét thir mudi tim ctia 61, Spencer va Tone da troi t6i tran nhur nhong vao cudi cau tau Southend va €p i uong thude nhuén trang, nén do la mot
thr tinh yéu dugc the hién theo nhitng cach doc dao.



Khi t6i quay lai, hai dira dang bét dau néi vé& doi séng tinh duc ciia Tone, nén i biét minh s& thoat nan trong mdt hozc vai tiéng dong hd t6i. Phuc vu
quﬁy bar, tho cit toc, gido vién, chi ctia ban hoc, hozc tham chi ld me cia ban hoc, duong nhur khong ai mién nhiém véi strc mé hodc Béc Au cta Tone.
Danh séch thi vo tan, chi tiét thi 16 rang, va sau mdt hoi toi bat dau cam thdy mudn tim, nhung Tone 16 rang c6 mdt didu gi 6 khién cau ta dac biét
duoc yéu thich, mot didu gi d6 khong phai sw nhay cam, diu dang hay thén trong, S& d& dang hon néu tudng trong 14, sau khi im tinh, cau ta cha ddt
ngon tay that manh Ién dau nguoi tinh, Toi théc nic, nhung khong hoi, liéu Tone ¢6 thure hién bién phap an toan tinh duc hay khong, nhung ngd ring cau
ta nghi trd d6 chi danh cho nhitng dira nhét chét. Néu Tone bi ném ra khoi méy bay, cau ta vin nghi réng c4i du 1 thir danh cho nhitng dira nhat chét.
“Thé con cau thi sao ha, Brian, ¢6 dong tinh gi khong?”

“Khong hian.” Nghe ¢6 vé hoi mit mo, nén toi bén hd hitng ndi thém, “C6 mdt ¢b gii tén Alice, ¢ nang moi té dén & cling vao ngiy mai, tai ngdi nha &
wing nong thén ctia cb ay, nén...”

“Nha & nng thon ctia ¢d 4y?”” Spencer hoi. “C Ay m gi? Mot ¢ gai vit sira bo 4?2

“Cau biét déy, mot ngdi nha, & ndng thon, clia bd me cd éy...”

“Thé cau s& ngi1 v6i cd nang 42" Tone hoi.

“Bon t¢ rat thuin khiét nhé.”

“Thuén khiét c6 nghiia I gi vdy?” Spencer hoi, méc dii cau ta biét thira.

“Nghia 1a ¢6 nang khong cho cau quan hé chir sao,” Tone noi.

“Té khong “quan hé” voi ém vi t¢ khong mubn “quan hé” voi émy, dit sao thi ciing chura phai bay gio. Té ma da mudn thi t¢ s& m.”

“Mic di nhimg bang chimg gin day cho thiy khong phai thé,” Spencer noi.

Tone duong nhur da nhan thiy chuyén ndy nure cudi i dén khong ngo, nén toi quyét dinh lai it hui, di iy thém rurou-gin-va-bia; toi suyt vap chan khi roi

khoi budng, nén t6i biét bia dang bt du c6 tac dung. Can dac biét hru tim dén viée khong vung tay qua trén trong nhiing ngay nay. Quan Black Prince
von ré khong thé twong dugc, va ¢6 thé ba chang trai tré say xin ndi néing lim nham, hung héing, ty mi va bao hrc ndy vin nhan duoc tién thdi tir o mudi

bang,

Khi t6i ngdi xudng, Spencer hoi toi, “Thé thuc ra thi cau m gi ca ngay ha?”

“Néi chuyén. Poc sach. Lén gidng duong, Trang ludn.”

“Nhung d6 khong phai 1a cong viéc that sy, phai vay khong?”

“Khong phai cong viéc. La trai nghiém.”

‘U, phai 101, t& rAt hanh phic trong Trudng Pai hoc Cude doi, cdmon cau rAt nhiéu,” Tone noi.
“Té da ndp don xin vao Trudng Pai hoc Cude doi. Khong 6 diém chuan,” Spencer noi.
“Khong phéi lin d4u cau n6i diéu do, diing khong?”” toi hoi.

“R& rang 1 khong rdi. Thé con chinh tri thi sa0?” Cau hoi khién cho nguoi ta cam thiy nhu bj iy que choc vao ngudi vy.
“V& cai gi co?”

“Gan day c6 cudc biéu tinh tudn hanh nao khong?”

“C6 mot hay hai gi d6.”

“Dé lam g?” Tone hoi.

Diéu ding déin phéi fim & chuyén chi dé, nhung t6i khong hidu vi sao phéi thoa hiép quan diém chinh tri ciia minh chi dé c6 duoe mot cude song dé
dang, nén t6i bén ké ho nghe.

“Phén biét chung toc...”
“Ung ho hay chdng d6i?” Spencer hoi.
“..S6'Y té Quic dan, Quyén ciia Ngudi Pong tinh...”

Tone ngAng dau én khi nghe thy diéu ndy. “Thing khon kiép ndo dang ¢b ging cudp di quyén cta cau vay?”



“Khong phai quyén cta t6. D6 3 mot dong théi cia Hoi ddng Béo thi1 ¢d ngin chin cac trrong hoc phac hoa tinh duc dong gii theo chiéu huéng tich
cuc; do 1a hoi chirng so va ky thi quan hé dong giéi...”

“Thé ddy I nhitng gi ho lAm ha?”” Spencer hoi.

“Ai co?”

“Truong dai hoc. Vi td khong nhé ¢6 ai day né trong truong ching minh.”

“A, khong, trurong khong day, nhung...”

“Thé thi tai sao d6 lai A mdt van dé to tat?”

“U, y ¢ 1a cau da tré thanh ngudi dong tinh ma ¢6 can phéi duoc day db gi dau,” Tone noi.

“Phai r6i, diing vay, Tone 4, that A mot y hay...”

“A, t& nghi @6 1 mt scandal,” Spencer ni, kmbo gidn dir. “T6 nghi n phai dugc day. Chiéu thir Ba. Mon Dong tinh d6i...”

“Xin 1i, ¢6 0, em quén kam bai tap dong tinh roi...”

“Ching chi dong tinh!...”

Ba dira t6i o) gﬁng nghi ra mjt chuyén dvia khac nhung khong duoc, thé nén thay vao d6 Spencer noi, “A, t& nghi thét tuyét vi cau dang dua ralap
truong ve mot dieu quan trong, t6 nghi the that day. Mot dicu gi d6 anh huong dén tat ca ching ta. Giong nhu khi cdu gia nhap Phong trao Pau tranh
Giai trr Vii khi Hat nhan ay. Ching ta da c6 cugc tham sat hat nhan ndo chua? Chua nha.”

Tone loang choang bude di. “Xemndo. Van gidng nhur néy nhé?”

“Tone, 1in ndy dimg cho gin,” t6i ndi, biét i ciu ta s& bo ruou gin vao bia.

Sau khi ciu ta di khoi, Spencer va t0i ngdi xép miy tii khoai tdy chién rong thanh nhing hinh tam gidc nho, biét | chuyén ndy vin chura ng ngil. Ruou
gin lam t6i dé n6i ndng, con sung sia nita; di ra ngoai choi voi ban be con c6 nghia ly gi néu tat ca nhing gi ho dinh lam 14 gicu cot? Cudi cing t6i ndi,
“Thé cau phan doi diéu gi ha Spencer?”

“Cha biét. Mai toc cau ching?”

“Khong dua dau diy.”

“Tin t6 di, n6i nghiém tic ma...”

“Nhung that ddy, chic cau phai dau tranh cho mdt cai gi ddy chir.”

“Khong biét. Nhiéu thir im. Nhung chéc khong phéi quyén ctia ngudi dong tinh...”

“Déu chi co quyén clia ngudi dong tinh, con ¢ nhitng thir khéc, nhing thir ciing anh hudng dén cau, nhitng thir gidng nhur ¢t giam phiic loi, cit giam
tién tro cap that nghiép, nan that nghiép...”

“A, thoi xin c&m on, ban Brian ctia t6i, t6 mimg i cau quyét tim dAu tranh thay cho phin t, va t& dang trong chd duoc nhin thém tién cong day.”
Toi khong biét ndi gi nira. Toi b ndi mot dicu gi d6 hoa giai hon, bang giong ban beé. “Nay, ndm hoc t6i cau én d6 thim 6 dil”
“Pai loai giong Ngay Nghé nghi¢p ha?”

“Khong, cau biét ddy, chi a dé vui choi thoi...” va day chinh 1 thoi diém mé t6i can doi chit d& sang tinh duc hay dién anh hay truyén hinh hay gi do.
Nhung thay vi vay t6i hoi, “Ma sao cau khong thi lai chimng chi A-level nhi?”’

“Um, béi vi t¢ khong mudn ching..?”

“Nhung thé thi ding 13 phi pham...”

“Phi pham? Phi pham ci d4u cau dy! Poc tho va thi ddm vao cai tat ctia cAu trong ba nim troi, ddy moi i phi pham.”

“Nhung cau dau can phai hoc khoa Van, cau co thé chon mdt khoa khac kia ma, mdt céi gido cé ich cho nghé nghiép saunay...”
“Brian, ddi chi dé duoc khong?”

“Puoc thoi...”



“_. Vitd da 6 dit 1oi khuyén hudng nghiép dén phét so & Cuc Y € va An sinh Xa hoi rdi, t6 khong thiét tha véi 1oi khuyén ndo trong quan ruou vao LE
Tang qua nita...”

“Thoi dugc rdi. Chuyén chi dé vay.” Nhu mdt d& nghi hoa binh, t6i d& xudt, “C3 méay db vui nhé?”
“Chéc chén rdi. May d6 vui di.”

Quén Black Prince da dau tur simmdt cai méy dé vui moi, duge vi tinh hda, thé i ching t6i cam bia chd cai méy, dat cdc thing bang trén mit nd.
“Ai dong vai Cagney trong chuong trinh truyén hinh Cagney va...”

“C - Sharon Gless,” t01 noi.

Bing.

“Tran chién Trafalgar dién ra nam...?”

“B- 1805, t0i d4p.

“Biét danh cua Norwich City FC 1a...”

“A - Canaries,” Tone noi.

bing

C6 I& day I thoi diém t6t dé nhic t6i cude thi Thach thirc...

“Davros da phat minh ra cai gi?”’

“A - Cb may Daleks,” t6i n6i.

bing.

“Ho géc cta ai la Schicklegruber?”

“B - Hitler,” t61 noi.

Biing.

Toi ¢6 thé tinh cor thdt ra trong lic trd chuyén, mot cach binh thudng; “Cé chuyén ndy khong biét t¢ da ké chua nhi? T6 chuén bi tham gia Thach thire
Pai hoc!”

“Nguoi My ndo ndmky huc gianh dugce nhidu huy chirong Olympic nhét...?”
“D - Mark Spitz,” Tone noi.
buing.

“Cau ¢6 biét Thach thirc Pai hoc khong, trén truyén hinh 4y...2” C6 & ho s& khong ché nhao dau. C6 I& ho nghi chuyén d6 ciing vui - am tot im Bri -
16t cudc thi chiing ta van 1a ban be than thiét...

“Mot cau hoi nita thoi, ching ta s& thiing dugc hai bang!”

“Puoc 10, tap trung vao...”

Minh nhét dinh phai ké cho ho nghe vé& Thach thirc...

“Phim Chién tranh giita cac vi sao dugc dé cir bao nhiéu giai Oscar?”’
“B - Bon,” t6i noi.

“D - Khong,” Tone noi.

“T6 chéc I bon,” t6i ni.

“Khong doi ndo. PO 1 cau hoi meo. Phim ddy ching co bat ky...”



“Khong doat giai, ma 1 dugc dé ctr...”
“N6 ciing khong dugc dé ct, tin t di Spence...”
“Bén, Spence, t& thé déy, B-bbn...”

Va bay gio hai dl'ra} déu nhin Spqncer, mot cach khan khoan, ‘Lamon qhon t& di ma, t& chir khong phai ciu ta dau, t& moi ding, t& thé, chon t¢ di, phén
thuong hai bang day” va, duoc lam, cdu ay chon t6i, cau y tin t6i, cdu ay chon B.

Sai. Pap an chinh xac B D - muoi dé cir.

“Thy chua!” Tone quat lén.

“Cau cling sai con gi!” Toi quat lai.

“Céu i d0 ngu,” Tone n6i.

“Caumoi [a ngu,” t6i dap.

“Ca hai cau déu ngu!” Spencer noi.

“Céu i do ngy, cAu ngu,” Tone noi.

“Khong, b téo a, caungu thi co,” Spencer néi va rdt cude thi ti quyét dinh c6 1& khong nén ké ho nghe vé Thach thirc.

Nura lit ruou gin vdi bia Jan thir tur im ca bon d& xtic dong va luyén tiéc nhimg chuyén d xdy ra cach day sau thang, va ching ti ngdi hdi tudng mot
cach triu mén vé& nhimg ngudi ching t6i khong that sur thich, nhing mem vui ma ching t6i khong that su ¢6 dugc, vé viée ¢6 Clarke day Thé duyc that s
12 ddng tinh ni¥, va Barry Pringle chinh xéc thi mép nhu thé ndo, va rdi, cudi cling, quan rrou béo séip dong cira.

Bén ngoai quan Black Prince, troi bat dau mua. Spencer d& xudt ca bon di t6i quén bar mo thiu dém ¢ Manhattan xem sao, nhung ching ti khong say
deén mirc d6. Tone da nang duoc mdt béng video moi nhan dip Gidng sinh, va muon xem bd phim Thir Sau ngay 13 ¢6 d9 dai tam muoi chin phit, nhung
t61 da budn buc va say limr6i, nén quyet dinh vé nha, di theo hudng nguoc lai

“Dip nammoi, cu s& vé day chir?”” Tone hoi.

“Khong nghi vay dau. T nghi s€ ¢ cung Alice.”

“Puoc théi anh ban, gip cau sau,” cauta vd manh vao fung t6i i loang choang suyt nga.

Nhung Spencer lién bude t6i 6m cham Iy t6i, hoi thd ctia cau ta nghe ¢6 mii bia voi ruou gin 6 trén, va thi thAm nhirng 101 wét 4t vao tai toi, “Nghe nay,
anh ban Brian, ciu thyre su [a ban t&, ngudi ban tot nhat, va that tuyét khi cau budce ra theé gioi bén ngoai, gip gd nhiing nguoi dac biét, ¢d nhitng trai
nghiém moi, nhiing y tudng mdi, & trong nhitng trang vién va nhirng thir khac, nhung hily hira véi t& mot chuyén, dugc chir?”” Cau ta dua vao that sat.
“Hira v6i t6 1a cdu khong trd thanh mdt thang chét tiét toan tap.”
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CAU HOI: Néu vét bong chi anh huéng dén 16p biéu bi dugce dinh nghiia 13 bong d6 mdt, vy thi thudt ngit nao dé chi vét bong dén cac md dudi da?
TRA LOL Bong d6 ba.

sksksk

Cho dui phan doi con lai ctia t6i ¢6 d& doan trrde, vo vi, 1 phdr nhur thé ndo, ban van ¢6 thé dam chic ring e ndo ciing 6 mdt diéu thii vi ndo d6 xay
dén voi lan da t6i.

Khi ta con tre con, da chi la mt 16p bén ngoai hong hao khong thay dbi: khong ¢6 1ong, khong c6 16 chan 16ng, khong c6 mii, hitu ich. Thé rdi mot ngay
ra nhin hinh cit ngang duéi kinh hién vi trong cubn sach gido khoa Sinh vat chuong trinh O-level - nang, tuyén chét nhon, mO dudi da, va ta chot nhdn ra
¢6 quéa nhidu thir c6 thé khong hoat dongt tdt. Va ching da khong hoat dong t6t. Tir tubi murdi ba tré di i mot bd phim truyén hinh dai tap ctia nhimg céi
mun, theo va 1bng moc vao trong, phan bd khip noi, dudi nhidu hinh dang khéc nhau, tir nhing 16 chan 16ng dau den kin d4o sau tai cho dén nhitng cai
nhot-sang-tir-bén trong sung Ién trén chop mili, trung tam hinh hoc ctia khudn mat. Pé tra miéng, t6i d thir nhidu thi thudt nguy trang, nhung tat ca cac
loai kem tong mau da ma t6i thir dai loai déu c6 mu hong ctia bénh bach tang va c6 xu hudng thu hit sy chi y vao nhitng dbm trén mat mot cach hidu
qué gidng nhur ding but da quang v& mdt vong tron vdy.

Toi thure sir khong dé tim dén chuyén ndy hdi nién thiéu. A di nhién ti ¢6 ban tim, nhung t6i da chip nhan n6 nhw mdt phin ctia qué trinh trrdng thank;
mdt diéu cha dé chiu chit ndo nhung khong thé tranh khoi. Nhung gior t6i da murdi chin tudi, cai do tudi da phin duoc dinh nghia 13 nguoi 16n, va toi bat
dau cam thiy khd so. Sang nay, ding dudi anh dén bong tron 100 o4t trong bd dd ngi, mit tdi trong dic biét xau té. Toi cam gidc nhur thé minh dang ri
ra ruqu g, bia va diulac tir wing chit T trén mét, va co6 mit vat thé m6i, mdt cuc gl cung cuing dudi da, kich thude khoang béng hat dau, di chuyén ra
xung quanh khi t6i cham vao. Toi quyét dinh cAu vién dén dai phéo. Chéit himse da. O c4i nhin phia sau mdt lo c6 ghi “Cénh béo - ¢6 thé tzfly tréng var’



v t6i thoang lo ing c6 1& khong t6t khi thoa 1én it ta mdt thir 6 the im chay mdt 16 trén ghé sofa, nhung dii sao thi ciing nén thir mdt phen. RO toi
rira 1an cudi bang Dettol, chi cAu may mén. Sau khi t6i lim xong, phong tim c6 mii giong nhu bénh vién, nhung mat t6i it ra cling da c6 cam gidc céng ra
va dugc co rira sach, nhu thé t6i vira trai qua quy trinh rira xe trong tinh trang bi budc vao ndp ca pd vay.

Co tleng 0 cira v me bude vao, cAmtheo chiéc 4o so mi dai tay khong ¢b bang vai lanh miu tréing ¢ dién nhit cta ti, m6i duoc G, va mt goi boc
trong gidy thiéc.

“C6 1t thit dui lon mudi va g tay, cho ban con diy.”

“Connghi dd an da duoc chun bi rdi ma me. Hon nita ho déu I nguoi dn chay.”
“P6 Ia thit tring...”

“Con khong nghii van dé ¢ mau sic dau ne...”

“Nhung con dinh an gi nao?”

“Con an nhitng gi ho an!”

“Sao, rau dy 42"

“Ving!”

“Con chura timg an mdt cong rau ndo sudt murdi kim nam qua! Thét dang kinh ngac khi con khong bi coi xurong,”

“Me ndy, coi xuong la do thiéu vitamin D2, con bénh scobat i bénh ciia méu do thidu vitamin C, thiéu trai cay troi.”

“Thé con c6 mudn dem theo it tréi cdy tuoi khong?”

“Khong can dau me, thit ddy, con 6n ma, con khong can tréi cdy hay thit gi dau.”

“Con nén mang theo thi t5t hon, I di tau &y. Néu con dé lai day thi d6 &n chi c6 née bi hong thoi.” Dbi véi me 10, y nghia dich thyc clia Gidng sich
ludn lu6n a Thit Ngudi nén t6i danh dau hang, va cam ly cai goi boc gy thice tir ba. N6 nang khoang mot dau nguoi. Ba theo t6i vao phong ngn, dé
kiém tra xem c6 diing la t61 nhét n6 vao va li hay khong, giong nhur mot vién chire hai quan voi thién chirc mot ba me, va ti coi nhur minh hiy con may
nin vi ba khong ép t6i phai dem theo rau cai.

By giov ba d ngdi xudng girong, va bat dau gip gon lai cai 40 so mi dai tay khong ¢ cia toi.

“Me khong hiéu tai sao con lai méc nhitng bo d6 cii kinh khing ndy nita...”

“C6 khi tai con thich ching cling nén?...”

“Y con I con dinh cua stmg imnghé...”

“Con dau c¢6 phé binh me méc d6 gi...”

“Quén dui éng rong! Con niic cai d6 m quén 16t bao au rdi ha?”

“Ké tir khi con bat du tw mua db 0t...”

“Thé quéan chén 16i mdt rdi ha con?”

“Con khong c6 y kién gi, me a...”

“Me cir nghii con thich méy c4i quén 16t véi cotton d6 hor...”

“Con ding két hop. Con tiy...”

“Tuy vao cai gi?”

“Mel...”

“Thé con dinh & véi ban gii bao Au?”

“Khong biét. Ba ngay, ciing ¢ khi [ bén. Ma c6 4y c6 phai ban gai con dau.”

“Thé con c¢6 quay vé nha khong?”



“Khong, con s& quay vé truong cao dang[1] luon.”

[1]10 mbt gé nuée, cd hai loai trrdng cao dang (college) va dai hoc (university) déu cap cing mot loai bang cir nhan, didu kién nhip hoc cao hay thap
tlry theo chat hrong, danh tiéng va thir hang ctia cac trurong, Tén goi hoan toan khdng anh hirdng gi.

Toi khong biét tai sao, nhung t6i thich goi i “trurong cao ding”, c6 18 boi vi “trurdng dai hoc” nghe ¢ vé van kiéu ky ddi voi toi. “Vay con khong & nha
vao dip nAammoi a?”’

“Con khéng chic.”
“Con & voi co gai d6 ha?”
“Con nghi thé.” Toi hy vong thé.

“Oi. Tiéc qué...” Ba dang sir dung giong ndi tir vi dao ctia minh. Meo & ddy I khong dugc nhin vao mit ba. Toi tap trung gbi ghém hanh Iy “Thé sau d6
con c6 quay vé day khong?”

“Con khong vé dugc that ddy. Con ¢ viéc phai im.”
“Lam ¢ day ciing duoc ma...”

“Con khong vé duoc that m...”

“Me s& khong quiy riy con dau...”

“Con can nhitng quyén sach dac biét ma me...”

“Vay con nhét dinh khong & nha dé mirng ném m6i ha?”

Dung nghi vay mi me, khong” Tir phia sau hng t6i co tiéng thé' dai budn tham dén ndi t6i nghi neu quay dau lai, khong chung t6i lai théy ba dang ndm
nhur chét rdi trén san ciing nén. Gio thl phat céu lén rdi, t6i n6i, “Déng ndo thi me cha di ra ngoai udng ruou voi chi Des dén say bi i ra, me con minh
ciling c6 gap mit nhau dau co chu...

“Me biét, chi boi day 1a lin dau tién con khong & nha, vay thoi. Me chi khong thich thui thii & nha mdt minh...”

“A, mot ngay nao do chuyén day chic chén s& xay ra mi me.” Nhung ca hai me con déu nghi ‘vé mot diéu giéng nhau. N6 khong nén xdy ra, khong phai
nhu thé nay, khong phai ngay lic ndy. Im Eing bao trtum, 16 thi t6i n6i, “Me a, con dinh thay d6, me cam phién...”

Ba thd dai, ngdi day roi khoi giuong,

“C6 cai gl ma trude ddy me chua timg thiy dau.”

Ciing m6i day thoi. Dém Giao thira nam 1984-1985, t6i vé nha say quic can cau dén ndi 6i ra day girong, Toi co mot ky tre mo hd cam dong vé viée
me gifip t6i trong nha tam lic rang sang, ding voi sen rtra sach Pernod, bia, con ga va khoai ty da duoc tiéu hoa hét mbt nira. Chuyén do m6i cach day
nuroi hai thang. Ba chua bao gio nhic dén viée d6 ké tir dao ay va i thich tin rang chuyén d6 c6 € khong thure sy xay ra, nhung t6i kha chac nd da xay
ra roi

Thinh thoang t6i nghi ding 1 khong c6 di chuyén gia tim Iy trén ca thé gii ndy...

sksksk

Me turoi tinh én mot chit e ti hon tam biét ba & ngudng cira, mic dit ba van ¢b giti vao tay t6i mdt md tap pham. Toi khudc tir mot & banh mi Mighty
White, mdt lit Dry Blackthorn, mdt tti banh paté ding trong dip I Giang sinh, mjt hii kem tit tring it chat béo 2~50ml, mot boc khoai tiy khoang 2 ky
rudi, mt goinho banh quy Jaffa Cakes, mt chai Iced Magic hwong bac ha, chai hai lit dau hudng duong, va moi cau khong-cam-on la mt nhét dao
chém vao xuong ba vai ctia me ti. Gay thiét hai xong, 61 di thang, kéo 1€ chice va Ii trén duong, va khong quay dau nhin lai phong khi ba 0a lén khoc.

Trén duong ra ga t0i dumg lai rit nam bang tir méy rit tién, roi dimg & quiy bdo mua mdt it rrou cho nha Harbinson. Toi muén mua loai ndo tir t& mdt ti,
nén cudi clng da thdi véo 3 bang vao mdt chai ruou cd hop dung riéng,

Ban dang doc truyén Nhan Chudng Pi, Pimng Poi duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.
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CAU HOI: Thuéit ngii Kinh t€ xa hdi néo ban dau duge ding dé chi nhimg cur dén i the thii cong & céc thanh bang vao thé ky mudi mt & Phap, gitt vi
tri trung gian giita ta dién va dia chi?

TRA LOT: Giai cp tur san.

skkesk

Trén chuyén xe lira roi Southend, nhin qua 6 ctra s, ti thay nhirng con duong vang vé, am udt, mdt nhim nhitng ctra hang mo ctra chang mAy min ma
v6i chuyén budn ban theo kiéu mua-hay-khong-thi- tuy. Bén ngiy giita ngay L& Tang quéa va Giao thira chiic chin I nhimg ngay dai nhit va buc minh
nhét trong ndim - kiéu nhu ngy Ch nhat sung sia, khén kiép. Mic du té nhét van 1 Ngdy nghi ctia cdc Ngian hang Anh trong thang Tam Toi chic nhu
bép 1 minh s& chét vao khoang hai gio rudi trra trong mot ngdy nghi ciia Ngan hang Anh trong thang Tam. Chét vi budn chan ciing cuc.

T6i d6i tu tai Shenfield, in trua tai d6 béng mot lon pué'c tang huc Lucozade, mdt thi khoai tay chién hinh vong Hula Hoops va mdt thanh s6 ¢6 la Twix
nua & sap bao 1ong gi6, va chi con du thoi gian dé kiém tra xem mét minh da lanh chura trong chiéc gurong ¢ nha vé sinh sén ga trurde khi quay lai tau.

RO ving ngoai 6 va hudng vé Sufford, mira da hoa thanh tuyét Tuyét kiéu nhur thé nay hiémkhi dén duoc ving Southend. Sy két hop ctia dén duong,
khong khi cira song va hé thdng suoi trung tam c6 xu hurdng bién tuyét tro nén giong nhur gau bamtrén da dAu, lanh 1o, amudt, nhung ¢ day, xuyén qua
nhirng canh dong khi mit tri kin, tuyét trong day va sach mot cach tuyét voi. Poc trang dau tién quyén Cantos ciia Ezra Pound dén niam lan ma van
khong hiéu ni tir ndo, t6i bén bé cude va nhin ra canh vat bén ngoai. That dep mé hdn. Di khoi san ga duoge murdi phit, 61 da choang 4o khodc va khin
quang cd vao va xem bong minh phan chiéu trén cira s6 xe lira. C6 dimg hay ¢6 bé thi hon nhi? Toi dang nham dén cai déng vé kiéu nhur nhan vat trong
tiéu thuyét ctia Graham Greene, nhur trong phim Third-Man[ 1] chéing han nhung chi dat dugc tao hinh nhu trong video ca nhac ctia nhém Ultravox.

[1] By phim dung trén tiéu thuyét clng tén ciia Graham Greene nay duoc nhiéu nha phé binh coi 1 kiét tac.

Nam phit trbi qua, va t6i dang tdp n6i nhimg gi dinh n6i khi gip lai Alice. Toi chua c6 cam gide cang théng nhur thé ndy bao gio ké tir khi coi 4o ra dé bi
dong dinh vao cay thip ac hdi déng vai Chiia Gié-su trong v& Phiic &m. Tham chi t6i curoi hinh nhur ciing khong diing kiéu; nu curdi nhéin nhd méo xéch
vé mt bén, cai miéng khép chit khién t6i trong nhur nan nhén ciia chimg dot quy, nhung khi t6i mé miéng, voi ham ring ¢6 mau-kemrva-den, né ching
khéc ndo cai tii dung thé chit trong trd sp chit. Ca doi an trai ciy va rau qua twoi c6 nghia | Alice Harbinson c6 him ring hoan hao. Téi tudng twong
ra canh nha s ctia nang nhin vao miéng nang ma chi biét khoc rong trude vé rang 18, tréng tinh, thuin khiét, tuoi sang ctia no.

Khi tau ding lai 6 nha ga, Alice dang cho & cudi san ga, ric minh tranh tuyét trong chiéc 4o khoac dai chAm dAt miu den nom dt tién, dau quin khin
choang ¢ len mau xam, va t6i khong biét nang dé chiéc dan balalaika & dau. Nang khong chay 4o t6i khi nhin thiy toi, nhung it ra nang cling rao budc
nhanh hon, va khi khuén n¥it nang nam trong tam nhin, t0i ¢6 thé thay nang dang nhe rang ra, va sau d6 n6 ny cuoi, da nang trang hon, m6i d6 hon va ¢6
mot cai gi do mémmai va Amap & ' nang khac han hoi & truong cao dang, nhur thé nang vira hét ca lam, 10 nang choang tay 6m lay t6i, n6i rAng nhé 101,
rang rat hao himg khi t6i t6i ddy, ring ching t6i sip stra rat vui vé, va trong thoang chbc t6i cam thiy duoc niém hanh phiic vién méin, trong gié tuyet VOi
Alice & ngay trén sin ga tai ving thon qué nay. Cho dén khi t6i nhin thdy, qua vai ning, mit ngudi dan 6ng chic 2 bd Alice. Heathclifff2] trong chiéc 4o
khoac vai bong khong thAm mrdc.

[2] Nhén vat nam chinh trong tiéu thuyét Doi gio hu.

Néu ¢6 co hdi toi s& ndm bt ly, nhung thay vao d6 t6i chia ban tay ra trrdc it ong, Dao gin ddy t6i dang thir nghiém viée bét tay, vi theo nhur toi hinh
dung thi ngudi truong thanh phéi lim nhu vay, nhung 6ng Harbinson chi nhin t6i nhur thé t6i vira im mot viée gl d6 thude thé ky muroi tim va lac 1ong
dén kinh nguroi, gidng nhur cir chi kh nhin dau gbi cti chao hay gi 6. Cudi ciing 6ng ciing bét tay t6i, siét dii chit dé thé hién i ong c6 thé dap vor so toi
néu mudn, sau do quay ngudi bo di.

Khi t6i kéo 16 t6i hanh Iy ctia minh dén chiéc xe Land-Rover xanh trong bi d4u xe clia nha ga, Alice di phia trudc, nang quang tay qua ¢b bd nhur thé
Ong ay 14 ban trai hay ban bé cua minh vay. T6i ma choang tay qua ¢ me nhur vay thi kiéu gi ba ciing s€ goi cho cac dich vu xa hoi, nhung dng
Harbinson duong nhu coi chuyén do Ia binh thudng, dng vong tay qua eo cua Alice va kéo nang sat vao nguoi. Toi loc coc dike bén.

“Brian 14 vii khi bi mét ctia nhém bon con. Cau 4y chinh 1 chang trai thién ti ma con ké véi b déy,” Alice noi.
“Da, chau e thién tai khong phai 14 tir ding dau a,” t6i noi.
“Khong, t6i thi chiic chin tir d6 khong ding,” 6ng Harbinson d4p.

Bing qua nhitng con dudng thon qué. Toi ngdi ghé sau, gitta nhing doi gidy di bo, tng cao su cao dén du gbi dinh dAy bun dit va tim ban db cta Cuc
Ban do sting nude, trong khi Alice tiép tuc doc thoai vé tit ca nhimg bira tiéc nang da tham gia va nhirg ngudi ban cii nang da gip, con t6i chidm cha
nubt ting 101, chi dé kiém tra xem lidu c6 su hién dién ctia Nhitng Ké Dinh Miii Vao Chuyén Yéu Puong hay khong, c6 thé 1 mdt cau dién vién tre,
hoac mot nha diéu khiic ¢6 chiit co bap tén Max, Jack hay Serge gi d6. Nhung dui sao di nita trdi van yén bé van ling, cho dén Iic nay. C6 khi 1 nang
dang giit k& trude mit bd. Nhung toi ciing nghi ngd chuyén d6 m. Toi nghi Alice a mot trong nhitng ngudi ky la ¢6 cach cur xtr trude mét b me minh
giéng hét cach cu xir trurdc mat ban be.

Ong Harbinson vira nghe vira lai trong im king, kin ddo phat ra tiéng Xty phan d6i nho nho. Ong that to 16n, va t6i cd twéng twong tai sao mdt nguoi Bm
phim tur liéu nghé thuat cho dai BBC2 lai c6 voc nguoi giong nhur thg né vay. Lai con rdim Iong, kiéu ngudi phai cao rdu trén ma hai Jan mdt ngdy, nhung
10 rang 6ng duoe ché s6i nudi 1on, nhung 1 loai s6i biét gia tri ctia nén gido duc cao ding chinh quy. Ong ciing ¢6 c4i vé tré trung, wa nhin va sanh diéu

qué so voi mot ong bd, nhur thé gia dinh B mdt chdn mi ong Ay say chén roi vao giita budi hoa nhac ctia Jimmy Hendrix va cude phiéu diéu do ngdm



LSD[3] vay.
[3] LSD (lysergie acid dicthylamide): loai ma tity manh gy ra ao giac.

Cudi cling ching t6i ciing vé t6i Nigdi nha nhd Chim keét. Ngoai trir viéc “ng6i nha nho” khong han 14 tir ding, N6 thét to lon va dep dg, kiéu ngdi nha

“quiy quan”, mdt day trang trai v chudng gia stic, gin nhur | mdt ngdi lang hoan chinh, tim tum vao nhau dé song trong dién trang ciia  gia dinh
Harbinson; tAt ca sw xa xi ctia mdt ngdi nha In & ndng thon c6 g tri lich str dé cho khéch tham quan m khong tiém 4n vé quy toc phlen phirc vé it
chinh tri ndo. Trong tuyét, canh vét trong giéng nhu mdt tim thiép Gianh sinh ¢6 hinh dong. Tham chi con c6 khéi bdc ra tir dng khoi, tat ca déu toat ra
vé dan da va dang dép cua thé ky mudi chin, ngoai trir chiée xe thé thao 2CV ciia Alice va mdt hd boi dirgc phi vai dau & chd trude day ¢ 1§
chuéng bo. Trén thuce t& bét ky quan diémnao vé lao dong nang nhoc, thiét thuc & ndng thdn déu da bi quét sach tir Jau 1&m rdi, thim chi chd duong nhu
ciing thudc tang 16p trung hru; hai con gidng Labrador dang nhay én nhur mudn n6i “That vui khi gip cau, ké tudt tudn tudt vé cau cho tui nay nghe vor”
Toi s& chéng iy im ngac nhién néu phat hién ho c6 cay dan Pai Duong cim

“Cau gap Mingus va Coltrane di nay!” Alice gioi thiéu.

“Chao Mingus va Coltrane.” Hai con ch6 ¢6 hoi coi thuong khudn phép mot chit khi ching bit dau ngiri ngiri mon thit ngudi trong va i toi khi ching t6i
bang qua sén trai. T6i quay cai tli lén tin canh tay.

“Céu nghi sa0?”

“That dep. Rong I6n hon t& mong doi.”

“BS me t¢ da mua chd nay khoang 5 dong tién vang gi dAy thi phai, hdi nhimg nim sau muroi. Vao gip Rose nhé,” va t6i mat mdt gidy dé ngd ra ring
Rose I me ctia nang.

C6 mjt cau n6i séo rdng mang hoi huréng chit nghiia s6 vanh xa xura ring hily nhin me ctia ¢6 gai ma ban dinh Iy, sau khi két hon, c6 4y s& gidng nhur
vy, nhung trong trurdng hop me ctia Alice, t6i ching c6 i phai phién long. Noi thé khong phai t6i dinh két hon véi Alice hay gi, nhung ba Harbinson thét
dep. Khi ching t6i budc vao nha bép, mdt ng6i nha nho hinh vom bang dong do va go soi, ba dang dimg bén bon rira Fing nghe chuong trinh The
Archers, va trong khoanh khac 61 nghf réng Julie Christie dang rira ca rdt, déng ngudi ba nho nhéin, ¢6 nhimng nép nhin mo quanh d6i mét mau xanh
Y bién, mai toc hoe ubn mém mai. Toi rao bude kén phia trrde bing qua nhing phién d4 It tron nhin, dang rong mot canh tay ra nhuw chu linh chi,
quyét dinh kién tri v6i chuyén bit tay.

“Ra day 1a Brian ma c6 da dugc nghe ké nhidu 1an sao,” ba n6i, mim cuoi, va dua ban tay dinh dt Fic e dAu ngdn tay toi, rdi mim cudi véi toi, va toi
thoang hdi trong v& mot o gido ma t6i thim yéu lic chin tudi.

“Rét vui duoc gip bac, bac Harbinson.” T6i n6i giong nhur chin-tudi vay.

“0, dimg c6 goi cb i bac Harbinson, nghe gia im. Goi ¢6 i Rose di.”

Khi ba ctii v& phia trude hon vao mé toi, 61 iém mdi nhur modt phan xa, thé nén cai hon voi lén ma ba c6 hoi won udt, 10i ¢6 tiéng dong ami duoc
khuéch dai duong nhu lim nhitng phién da nay lén. Toi thuc su ¢6 thé thiy nude mleng minh 4nh 1én bén dudi mét ba. Ba kin dao Ay mu ban tay chii di
trude khino kho lai, Bmbo nhur dang sira lai mai toc ubn. RSi ong Harbinson i b xuét hién giita ching t6i va hon vio mé bén kia, bén ma kho ro, thé
hién quyén s& hiru ctia minh.

“Thé chau s& goi bac 14 gi ddy a, bac Harbinson?” t6i vui vé hoi.

“Goi la 6ng Harbinson.”

“Michael! Bimg xau tinh thé.” Rose noi.

“_.. hodic Ngai. Cau c6 thé goi toi la Ngai...”

“Cau cir miic ké dng 'Qiy di,” Alice bao.

“Chdu c6 mua ft rugu biéu hai bac,” t6i ndi, kéo manh cai chai ra khoi tii va dua cho ong, C)ng Harbinson nhin n6 nhu thé t6i vira dua cho ong cai binh
dung nurde ticu cua toi vay.

“O, cam on Brian nhiéu im! Thinh thoang dén choi nhé!” Rose n6i. Ong Harbinson trong khong c6 vé thyc tinh mubn thé.
“Pi ndo, dé 6 chi phong cau,” Alice n6i, ndm Ky tay toi, va toi theo nang lén lau, dé 6ng ba Harbinson ¢ lai xi xam sau lung,

Trong ngdi nha nho trén dudng Archer ¢ mdt chd lung chimg cau thang, & ddy néu nghén ¢d 1én mdt chit ta co thé thiy tat ca cac cin phong trong ngbi
nha. Ngdi nha nhd Chim két khong gidng vAy chit ndo. N6 thit do so. Phong t6i, von 1 phong cii ctia Alice, nam ngay chop ngdi nha, dudi nhitng thanh
x4 bang gd s6i nhiéu nam tudi, nhu dang & Chai Pong hay gi d6. Mot birc twdng bi che p hoan toan béi nhitng tAm anh phéng to ctia Alice lic nho;
nang niic chiée dam in hoa khong tay khong ¢ dang nuréng banh; nang niic c4i 4o yém lién quan dang nhat qua mim xoi; ning dong vai Olivia trong
Pém ther murdi hai dién & truong, va, doan xem, nang voi bd ria vé Ién mat trong vo Hao phu Tar Xuyén, va mic bo dd mtir t0i dung rac mau den
dong gia “ké cudng nhac rock”, trong khong duoc thuyét phuc cho Eimy, trong mot bita tiée hoa trang, e dé gio' ngdn tay chit V trudc may anh. Mot bic
anh chyp Jy ngay ctia b me nang thud hai muroi, chit nhan kiéu hdinh ctia mdt trong nhitng céi t0i dau dAu tién, trong nhu thinh vién ctia thom nhac



Fleetwood Mac, méic nhing céi 4o gi 1é duoc phdi véi nhau rt hop va dang hit cai gi d6 c6 18 a thude 14. Nhitng ci ké dung sach thiéu nhi chi ra rang
Alice 13 13 doc gia kha quan trong trong Puffin Club; Tove Jansson, Ingrid Lindgren, Eric Kastner, Herge, Goscinny, Uderzo, Saint-Exupery - thé giéi
vin churong danh cho tré nhé - va, hoi khong phi hop, mdt cubn séch bia mém bi long gay c6 tira dé Day bude. Mot cubn phé binh phim nghé thuat loai
A ctia Madonna tir bao tang Uffiza va mdt chudi tranh truyén vui Snoopy bi cét ra. Nhitng tim bang khen duoc dong khung chimg nhan 1 Alice
Harbinson c6 thé ddng thdi boi & cur Iy 1.000 met, thdi kén 6-boa hdi 1op Séu va choi piano hdi I6p Tamy, trong chimg mire t6i biét. Phong ngii ctia toi
chinh I c4i Bao tang Qudc gia ciia Alice Harbinson. Toi khong biét lim sao mé nang lai cho ring t6i c6 thé ngi duoc & day.

“Cau nghi phong ndy c6 ¢ dugc khong?”’ nang hoi.

“O, t6 nghf 14 s& xoay x& duoc.” Nang quan sat t6i nhin hrét qua nhiing tAm anh, khong hé Amra vé nguong nghiu hay ¢ I gia tao. Day Ia nhimg thir da
ghi d4u lai cude doi t6 - dep chir? Lic bbn tudi, nang 1 tat ca nhitng g ta c6 thé uwde mong & mit dira tré bon tudi, & d6 tudi murodi bon thi nang da that
su gioi giang, lay Cha.

“Pinh tim nlnt ky clia t6 thi khong an thua g dau, t& gidu di rdi. Con néu cau thiy lanh, ma chiic 14 vdy, thi cé mdt cai mén & trong ti 4o ddy. Nao, dé t&
gitip cau xép db ra. Cau mudn Am g t6i nay nao?”

‘O, t& ciing chua biét, chic chi di dao dau do thoi. A, tivicé chiéu phim Some Like It Hot.”

“Xin 16 cau, & day khong c6 ti vi.”

“That 42

“B6 khong tan thanh viée mua ti vi.”

“Nhung 6ng dy 1 nha san xuit churong trinh truyén hinh co ns!”

“Nha t& & Luan Don ciing c6 mdt cai ti vi, nhung ong nghi néu cé mdt cai & qué nita thi that hoang duong, Anh miit ctia cau ¢6 nghia gi vay?”

“O, t6 chi dang nhAm nghi - ba ngdi nha, mdt c4i ti vi. V6i hiu hét nhitng ngudi khéc thi tinh hinh ¢6 vé nhu nguoc lai.”

“Khong can noi chuyén d6 cho 1o Ngwdi cong sin dau Brian, s& chéing ai thém nghe hét. E ny, quan dii éng rong ddy 47" Nang dang cim méy c4i quin
16t ciia 0. Mt ludng cam xtic tinh 4i mon man tran ngip bau khong khi giita ching t0i, va ti hét strc biét on me vi ba da i ching thing thém. “T¢ ctt
nghif cau thich quén 16t b6 sat.” Toi dang cb nghi xem diéu nay I t5t hay x4u, thi Alice ré 1én, “Oi lay Chiia t6i! Cai gi thé nay...?”

Nang da tim thdy goi thit boc gidy thiéc trong tii t6i. Toi ¢d gidt n6 ra khoi tay nang,

“0, chi i g6i do cta me t6 thoi...”

“Pé t& xemndo...”

“Khong c6 gi dau, thit ddy.”

“Hang Jau!” Nang mo tung cai gbi ra. “Thit? Cau Ién mang theo ngudn cung cép thit riéng!”

“Me lo 1a t& khong c6 du chéit dam”

“Pé thir mdt miéng nha - t& dang thém.” Nang Ay mdt miéng thit lon mudi x6ng khoi lude mau vang rdi ngdi phich Ién giwdng, “Hirm. Hoi kho.”

“D6 Ia cong thire dac biét ctia me t6. Ba ndund qua dém, xéit nho, dé trong 1 sudi, 16i két thic cong doan bang mdy sy toc.”

“A ma ding dé Rose bt gip cau an c4i nay nhé. Ba s thiy bi xtic pham ddy. Ngdi nha nhd Chim két 1 khu vire nghiém cAm thit.”

“Thé Mingus va Coltrane an gi?”

“Gidng nha t6 thoi. Rau, diém tAm, gao, mi éng...” Ho cho ché an mi dng. “Cau c6 céi gi & kia thé?”

“Qua Giang sinh ctia cau ddy.” Toi gio' cai dia than goi trong gidy goi qua ra. “La mdt ciy vot ternis.”

Nang liéc nhin tim thiép, mot tic pham Eing man ddy khéu goi ctia Chagall duoc dén bang dinh vao album Toi da d6 nhicu thoi gian va tan tAm tan lyc
cho ni dung thong diép, lai con phai nhap di nhap lai nhiéu lan, trrde khi ¢6 duoc nhitng dong mii man va hing hon nay; “Guri tang Alice; nguoi ban moi

nhat, tot nhirt (chinh ta""’) tat ca tinh yéu cua td, lubn ludn bén cau, Brian.” Toi dac biét hai long voi cach nhén xét hai hude téu tho “(chinh ta?1?)” o
doan “ban tot nhirt/tinh yéu” ma khong can m giam di tinh chan thuce ctia cam xiic, nhung cudi ciing tham chi nang con cha budn doc ma cir thé xé gidy

g6i qua ra.
“Joni Mitchel! Album Blue!”

“Oi khong, khong phai 1 cau da c6 r6i chir ha?”



“M6i khoang sau ban thoi. Nhung cau chon ding choc. Té yéu Jone. That ra td da mét tan khi dang nghe nhac Joni Mitchell.”
“T6 hy vong khong phéi I bai ‘Chiée taxi méu vang to lon’.”

“That ra i bai Ve van va Tan tinh...” t0i ciing ¢6 thé doén ra.

“Con cau thi sao?”

“Su trong tréing ctia tG4? Chang nh¢ nita. C6 thé a dia Hanh khic Tang € hofic bai Geoff Love va Ban nhac choi nhac chién tranh ctia Chopin chang,
Té nghi 1a bai ‘Cudc dicu hanh ctia Dambusters’. Noi ti€p theo sau la mdt su im lang ky quai.”

Nang cudi va trao né lai cho ti. “Tiéc that ddy. Cau con giir hoa don khong?”

“Té nghi | con. C6 céi gi ddy cu thé ma t& ¢6 thé ddi cho cau khong?”

“Tao sur ngac nhién cho t& di. Nhung m on khong phai 1 Kate Bush nhé. T6 s& dé cau limndt viéc lay d ra.”

“Tra chiéu vao lic nao?”

“Nira tiéng nira i bita t6i roi.” Khi di ra cira nang 6m toi mdt lan nita. “T6 rét mimg khi cau & ddy. Chiing ta s& ¢ rat nhidu tro vui, t6 hira voi cau ddy.”

Sau khi ning di khoi, t0i treo cai 40 so' mi dai tay khong ¢b moi i 1én moc b, thurdng thire cai cam gidc ctia phit thong str va sur vinh ciru. Néu toi im
ding, t6i c6 thé van con ¢ lai day vao dip nim méi. ThAm chi ngdy mong Hai Tét, hodc c6 thé 13 mong Ba...

T6i mo ti1 quén 4o, gan nhur mong tim dén dwoc Narnia[4].

[4] Tén mot ving dét xudt hién trong xé ri bay cudn tiéu thuyét Bién nién sir Namia clia C. S. Lewis. Cau chuyén mo du véi viée bon dira tré binh
thurong phat hién ra mdt cai ti quan 4o dan dén xir s¢ huyeén di€u Narnia, noi c¢6 nhitng linh thi, nhitng sinh vat c¢é thé néi chuyén va sy ton tai cia phap
thuat.

skskesk

Cubi cling, chit dam hoa ra lai tr thanh didu it phai lo ngai cta t6i hon ca. Bita t6i & qué hach nuéng, Toi da timg nghe vé qua hach mréng, va It ndo
cting nghit 6 la 161 n6i dta, nhung day 161, mot dong banh ¢6 lan nhitng hat clmg, amam va ph6 mai chay tan chay & mit trén cing, lan an thir hach dau
tién cua t6i voi mot mon khong phai la mot thanh d6 dn nhanh. Miéng banh nam trén dia giong nhu mot dong déat nho hinh 6ng do giun dim lén. Toi tw hoi
khong biet miy con chd dang &n gi?

“Mébn hach nurdng ctia chau thé ndo, Brian?”

“Da ngon Bim, cam on c¢6, Rose.” Khong biét tir d4u toi gop nhit duge mdt cai y niém ring ctr goi tén ctia ngudi khéc nhiéu lan 14 lich sur - “Da véing
Rose, da khong Rose, da thich Rose” - nhung t6i nghi chuyén d6 lam t6i n6i giong nhu Uriah Heep. Tot nhat a no6i tiep diéu gi d6 hai hude mot chit.
“Pay 1a 1an an thir hach dau tién ctia chau véi mdt mon khong phai 1a mt thanh ¢ an nhanh!”

A

“Cét ci ban mit xau xi, dAn don va iy ngay ban tay béan thiu, nho nhudc ctia miy ra khoi ngudi con gai tao, thing ngu ngdce ti tién lemmép,” ong
Harbinson néi. A, ong khong n6i thé, nhung trong ong ¢6 vé thé.

Rose chi dua ngon tay wudt 1én lon toc ubn, mim cudi, va hoi thim, “Mon bi xarh duoc chir?”

“Chén chén roi!” Thyc té 1a ca doi t0i chura bao gior an bi xanh, nhung chi dé giy 4n twong vé sur nhiét tinh ctia minh, t61 lién nhanh tay dat mot nia day
cai mon day mude, sén sét d6 vao rmm, 1di ngodc mleng ctr0'1 mdt cach dan don. Glong nhur tat ca céc loai rau xanh khac, n6 ¢6 vi vén d1 ctia rau, xen Iu
16 lude, nhung t61 qua tha thiét mudn lam hai long Rose dén ndi d6 14 nhitng gi t6i im dé can minh khong xoa bung va n6i “Hirm...” Téi ubng modt chit
ruou dé rra trbi cai viréu 0 hd do6 di. Khong thay bong dang cai binh ruou cua i dau, va ti cho rang né da duoc demra ngoai va ban bd. Hoic cling
c6 khi méy con chd dang uong 16 v6i mon mi fng clia ching, cing mot it banh mi que. Tuy nhién, loai vang nay thi ngot va 4m dén ndi t6i cam théy nén
nhip timg ngum tir mdt c4i mudng nhira dung dugce Sml.

“Lan dau dén Suffolk ha Brian?”

“Chdu timg & day mot an rdi a. Vao mot dip I8 leo nui!”

“Thét ha? Nhung ching phéi noi nay cuc ky bang phing sao?”” Rose noi.

“Tai ban du chau khong biét diéu do!”

Ong Harbinson phi manh hoi qua 16 mii.

“C6 khong hiéu. Aibao chau 13...?” Rose hoi.

“Me, Brian dang dua ima,” Alice dap.



“O, hiu roi, phai roil”

R rang ti nén ngimg ngay viée ¢b ra vé hai hude, nhung t0i van chua nghi ra cdi gi dé thay thé. Camnhan duorc nhu cu can b tro, Alice quay qua toi,
dat tay 1én canh tay toi: “Brian né, néu cdu mudn xem cai gi that sur téu, dang I& cau nén & ddy vao hom qua.”

“Sao vay, c6 chuyén gi xdy ra hdmqua a?”

Rose do bimg mit. “O, Alice, con yéu, chiing ta giit chuyén do riéng trong nha thoi, m on di ma?”

“N6 ¢6 thé ké cho cau ta nghe,” 6ng Harbinson u bau.

“Nhung mé nguong fm...”

“Ké cho t¢ v6il” t6i néi, hoa minh vao tro vui.

“Nhung c6 thdy 16 bich lim,” Rose noi.

‘”Thé nay...” Alice ké .. nha t& c6 moi mdt vai ngudi ban dén choi, nhur van thudng moi trong L& Tang qua, va ca nha choi trd suy dodn, dén lrot t6, t&
cb ging dién ta b phim Nam ngodi tai Marienbad cho me, thé rdi ba kich dong va hao himg qua mirc, ba la to hét mirc, dén ndi cai do bit ctia ba bi vot

ra va rét ngay xudng ly rurou ciia ngudi hing xém nha ké bén!”

Thé i moi ngudi cudi pha 1én, ké ca 6ng Harbinson, khong khi that vui vé, tré trung, thii vi va sudng s dén ndi t6i noi, “Ture i ¢6 khong mic db 16t
ane

Moi ngudi im bit.

“Caundi gi co?” Rose hoi.

“Dd bit ctia ¢d dy. Khind vot ra ngoai. Lam thé ndo n6 di... qua quin I6t... cia ¢d duoc?”

Ong Harbinson dit dao ria xudng, nudt yc thirc &n trong miéng, xoay qua t6i n6i, rét chdm rai, “Thét ra thi, Brian ndy, bac ngh Alice dang n6i dén céi
do bit rang ctia me n6.”

Ching bao lu sau d tat ca chiing toi di ng.

sksksk
Toi dang & trong phong tim, vd nurde lanh vao mit thi Alice g6 cira.

“Cho hai gidly thoi,” t61 noi, du chang hleu tai sao minh n6i vy; t6i van neic quan 4o day du, va toi khong thé lim gi nhidu cho dang vé bén ngoai chi trong
hai gidly, ngoai trir viéc Ay khan tim quén quanh dau.

T6i mo cira, Alice budc vao, can than dong canh cira & sau hung va ndi, rat cham i va nghiém tiic, “Céu c6 phién khong néu t¢ noéi mot dieu - mdt dicu
riéng tu?”’

“Khong dau, cir ndi dil”
nay.

T6i lam phép tinh trong dau va ca quyét ring c6 khoang mot phin ba co hoi nang dang d& nghi toi im tinh ciing nang vao ti

“Thé thi... tht I sai lAm khi rira mt thit manh bang khén flanen kiéu nhur thé nay. Cau s& chi bi chay mau va lim iy lan chd nhiém tring thoi...”
“0..”

“Va ciu s& bi theo nira.”

“Phai.. roi...”

“Hién gid cau c6 gt khan flanen bang mrdc so6i khong?”

“A, khong...”

“Vi khén flanen chic chén | mdt phin ctia van dé...”

“Thé 4, phai roi...”

“Néutd a cau, t& s8 khong ding khan flanen nita dau, khén flanen tuyét d6i da so, chi can rira mit béng nude va xa phong thuln chat, khong c6 mi

thom...” Lam sao dé t6i thoat ra khoi cudc n6i chuyén ndy dugce day? «.. va khong can phai i xa phong diét khudn, vi ching thurong thién vé viée lam se
16 chén Iong...” Pay tham chi con khong phai la mdt cude ndi chuyén, t6i chinh I3 ngudi dang doi nang nglrg noi. ““... Va cau ciling khong nén ding kem



lamse, 16 ¢6 hiéu qua trude miét, nhung vé Jau vé dai thi chi im cho tuyéﬁ chat nhon hoat dong nhiéu hon...” Pén nu6e nay thi tdi ben dua mét nhin vao
ctra sO phong tam, ty héi li€u ¢d nén phi than qua d6 hay khong, Alice chac phai d€ y thay, nén nang lién noi, “Té xin 10i. Cau cé phién khi t& ndi nhitng
chuyén nay khong?”’

“Khong hé. Cau that 12 hiéu biét. Néu ‘chimsoc da’ co mit trong Théach thirc Dai hoc, ching ta s& dwoc cudi vui vé im diy!”

“O, t6 khong lam cau khé chiu cha?”

“Khong, t6 chi khong nghi o minh c6 thé im gi duoc hon, chi vy thoi. T6 nghi d6 chac I sy kich thich ca tudi ddy thil Hodc mdn céc thir dy ma. Roi
¢ s& bat dau co himg thii v6i con gai som thoi!” Alice mim cudi do heong, rdi trao cho t6i ny hon chiic ngi ngon ki€u chi gai, doi mét nang quét khap
nit t6i dé tim cho an toan trude khi dap xudng,

Sau d6 run rdy trén giuwrong ngl, ndm 1ngira doi mit kho dé khong lam dy vét mau 1én i, t6i can than danh gia lai chién kroc cho ngay mai, va sau khi
can nhéc ki ludng, t6i quyet dinh chién hroc ctia minh chinh 1 s& bot ngu di. Chuyén ny s€ khong d& dang, nhung quan trong nhit i nang phai thiy
dwoc Toi dich thire. Van dé 1, 6i dang bat dau nghi ngd libu cai y niém ring c6 mot cai T01 dich thuc timg trai, thong minh, hai hude, tir 6, diing cam
dang chay dau d6 ngoai kia c6 phai hoi 4o tuong hay khong. Gidng nhur Ngudi Tuyét; néu nhur khéng hé ¢6 ai nhin thay nd mdt cach chan xéc, tai sao lai
6 nguoi tin 1a no that sy t0n tai?

Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chudéng i, Pirng Poi duoc tai mién phi tai ww.EbookFull.Net.
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CAU HOI: Mot séc lénh yéu cAu sy c6 mit ctia mdt bén trude tda hodc trude thémpha’.n, thuat nglr tiéng Latin I3 “habeas corpus™ co thé duoc dich
ha..?

TRA LOIL: Lénh dinh quyén giam gji.
sksksk

Khi thirc ddy vao sang hdmsau t6i cam thiy lanh cong dén ndi trong thoang chdc da nghi ring 6ng Harbinson chiic hdn da di chuyén t6i ra ngoai troi lic
t6i. Tai sao ngudi cang sang trong bao nhiéu thi nha ho lai cang lanh bay nhiéu? Ma Lkhong phai chi ¢6 céi lanh, con ban nira; 1ong chd, nhirmg quyén sach
bam day bui, nhiing d6i ing day bun, t lanh bée i sita chua va pho mit dang thdi rira va rau ngoai viron dang héo quéit. Toi thé 1 c4i i lanh ctia nha
Harbinson c6 dt trong. C6 & dén heé ho con phai cét co trong d0. Nhung ¢ & d6 cting chinh la dinh nghia v tinh trang chan chinh, xac thure clia giai
cap trung hru, kha néng chiu lanh va do ban voi sy tur tin tuyét doi. Cai do, va nhitng bon rira mét nho ¢ moi phong ngn. Toi toe mrde lanh nhur da vao
mat, dat cuon Day budc 1én lai ké sach, va di xuong lau.

Kénh Radio 4 dang phat to churong trinh tir nhitng c4i loa an dau do, va Alice dang ndm dai trén ghé sofa, dip cai mén Blue Peter Dogs, doc séch.
“Chao budi sang!” t6i noi.

“Chao,” nang n6i kh&, dam minh trong quyén sach.

Téi chen vao k& bén mdt con cho.

“Pang doc gi viy?” t6i hoi bang mdt giong tréu troc. Nang chia cai bia cho t6i xem. “Trdm nim c6 don - nghe gidng doi song tinh duc cta td qua!”
“Ngii ngon chir?”” nang hoi, khi cudi cling ciing nhén ra 1 t6i khong dinh bo di.

“That tha vi, cam on.”

“Lanh khong?”

“O, hoi hoi.”

“D6 14 vi cdu quen xai 1o sudi rdi. Rat € cho cau, 10 suoi dy mi, n ¢ thé im 8 cong cae gide quan...”

Va nhur dé nhén manh lun diém ctia nng, 6ng Harbinson ling thimg di vao ngang qua phong khach. Ong tran trudng,

“Chao budi sang!” ong n6i, huych toet.
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“Chao budi sing!” Ngay ca khi hai mit 0 dang dén c6 dinh vao noc 1o sudi, t6i van thiy rd rang dng y hodc 12 ngwoi dan ong qué ram ong, hogic dang
méc bd 4o lién quan vai ni, mau den.

“C6 tra trong Am khong, Alice?” 6ng hoi, tran nhu nhong.
“B6 ty im di.””

Vi 6ng cli ngudi xudng bén canh ning, cii xuong tir eo, 10i tyr 16t cho minh mdt tach tra, sau d6 sai budc n iy, nhay ba bac thang mdt. Khi cudi cling
3 ¢6 thé nhin ra mdt cach an toan, t6i hoi, “Thé. Cai d6. Hoan toan. Binh thuong, Ha?”

“Cai gico?”

“Ong b tran nhu nhong.”

“Chéc roi.”

“0”

“Khong 1am cau sdc chir?”” Nang hoi, mit nheo lai.

“A, cAu biét ddy...”

“Cau chic ciing tirng nhin thiy bd cau trdn nhur nhong roi nhi.”

“A, khong, tir khi 6ng nt.”

“Di nhién 1 khong, t6 xin 181, t& quén mét, nhung trude khi dng niét kia, cau chiic phai thiy 6ng tran trudng rdi chir.”
“A, ¢6 I8. Nhung d6 khong phéi i cach t& chon dé nhé vé 6ng.”

“Thé con me cau thi sao?”

“Chua oi, khong! Thé cau c6 khoa than trude mit bd cau khong?”

“Chi khi bon t6 am tinh,” Alice n6i, 10 tic wdi va xoe tron mit. “Di nhién 1 co, ca nha t& déu thé. . Chung quy ciing déu 1 ngudi nha ca ma. Chia o,

cu thue sy phat hoang, ding khong? Noi thiét nha, Brian, voi mot nguot hién dai thi cu that su ¢d 16 st dén kho tin day ” Trong mit giy t6i thoang thdy
nang nhu mdt Dan Chi, xAu xa va trich thwong, Ma nang vira goi toi | cb 16 si that ddy a2 “A, dimg lo King, Brian, t¢ van s& méic quén 4o khi c6 khach

2

ma.

“0, hmon, dimg thoa hiép cht, dirmg am vay voi t6...” Alice biét t6i dang liéu thir vin may, ning cuoi gurong gao. “Y t6 1, t& nghif t& ¢6 thé xoay x&
duoc.”

“Hirm. Bay gio t6 tur hoi khong biét viée d6 ¢6 hoan toan diing khong nita?”” Alice liém dau ngon tay, va It quyén sach sang trang,

Bita sang voi banh my mrong tai nha c6 méu séc, trong rong, bé it va mii vi ctia d4t nhidu mim. Trong bép kénh Radio 4 dang bat. Trén thuc &, theo
nhur t6i thiy phong ndo ciing dang bét dai va 10 rang la khong thé it dwoc, hét nhur nan hinh ti vi vao ndm 1984. Ching t6i nhai va nghe dai, va nhai,
Alice thi doc séch sudt. T6i cam thiy that khdn khd. Mot phan vi toi i ngwdi du tién bi goi lac 6 10 s7ké tir nam 1971, nhung cha yeu la toi phién long
boi chuyén nhic dén bd. Lam sao nang lai “quén’ co chir? Va 6i khinh bi c4i kiéu minh n6i vé ong trude mit ngudi khéc. Toi chic bd 4t s& sung swéng
vo ngan khi biét chinh s phan ctia ong sudt tir dao d6 da dugc thing con sir dung im cong cu trong mot loat nhitng cau ndi dia dé tién, tron tru, hodic
nhimg cudc ddc thoai tur thong thin cua nd lic say xin. Cude sén tim cai Toi dich thyre trd nén t¢ hai, ma thdm chi t6i con chura danh rang niva.

Va 10 chiing i di tan b dudi tuyét. Ta kho long ma goi ddy B tuyét tac nong thon vimg East Anglia; t0i tin |2 cénh vt dang ddp vao miit theo kiéu thoi
hfu hat nhén, canh twong gilt nguyén trang khong he thay doi bat ke ta di bao xa, dicu d6 phan nao im tiéu tan nhitng dy tinh, nhung it nhét thi né cling
trude sau nhw mot. Cling de chiu khi & mt noi khong phai nghe tieng dai Radio 4. Alice nam Ky tay t6i, va ti gan nhu quén di chuyén tuyct dang m
hong d6i giay ong dé cao su bang da 16n mdi toanh cuia minh.

K& tir khi vao dai hoc, toi dé y thdy moi ngudi déu mubn n6i v& ndm chi @& chinh: 1) “Két qua chirong trinh A-level ciia t67”, 2) “Chimg ri loan an

ubng/cang thing than kinh ctia 61, 3) “Hoc bbng toan phan cua to1”, 4) “Tai sao t6i that sy nh& nhdm khi khong vao Oxbridge[1]7, 5) “Nhiing quyén
sach yéu thich nhit ciia o va ching t6i dang n6i vé chii dé cudi nay.

[1] Oxbridge I tir ghép tén ciia hai truong dai hoc danh tiéng 1 Oxford va Cambridge.

“Quyén yéu thich hing dau cua t6 timg | Nhét ky ctia Anne Frank. Hoi con nho, lic ndo ¢ ciing mudn trd thanh Anne Frank. Hién nhién 1 khong phai
vi caiket, chila caiy ngﬁrduo'c song that gidn di trén mt can gac mai, doc sach, ghi nhat ky, dem long yéu cau con trai Do Thai nhay cam, xanh xao
song & can gac mai nha ké bén. Nghe ¢ vé hoi hu hdng ti nhi?”’

“Mot chut xfu.”



“Té nghil @6 chi a mdt giai doan ma it c bon con gai chiing t6 phai trai qua & do tudi nhat dinh, nhur kiéu 14 cat ¢ tay, non mira, roi a dong tinh nir 4y.”
“Cau da thir hm ddng tinh nit?” t61 budt miéng hoi, bang giong gan nhur the thé.

“A, & trudng ndi tra thi it nhidu gi cau ciing phai thir. Cai d6 1 bét budc; dong tinh ni¥, tiéng Phép va bong 16.”

“Thé cau da... hm g?”

“Cau s& khong mudn biét dau.” A, phai rdi, rd rang | nhur vdy.

“Thét ra ciing ching c6 gi nhiéu. T chi thir xem thé nao thoi.”

“A, ¢0 & cau sai am chinh & chd d6 diy!” Nang né mdt nu cudi mét moi.

“Xin 161. Thé thi... chuyén gi d3 xay ra?”

“Chi I viéc d6 khong phi hop vdi t6 cho im. Té cho 1a vay. Té ludn thich m tinh voi dan ong hon. Té nhé céi cam giac vé sy xam nhap.” Ching t6i da
di xa hon mot chut. “Thé con cu thi sao?”

“Té ha? O, t& ciing nhd sy xAm nhép.”

“Brian, t¢ dang cd ndi nghiém tic d4y,” ning néi, d4m vio canh tay t6i bang doi ging tay hd ngon. “Cau ciing vay ha?”
“T¢ ciing lam sao co?”

“A, t¢ cho I cAu ciing ngh voi dan ong.”

“Khong!”

“That cha?”

“Hoan toan khong. Sao ciu lai hoi thé?”

“Té chi gia dinh 12 cau lim thé thoi.”

“Cau nghi t& dan ba thé 42 t6i hoi. Mot 1an nita lai i cai giong the thé.

“Khong, khong phai dan ba. Ma ngodi ra, tinh dan ba khong phéi i dau hiéu ctia dong tinh luyén 4i...”
“A, khong, di nhién khong phai.”

“_.. va di1 sao thi né ciiing khong phai 1 chuyén xiu xa gi.”

“Khong, di nhién khong phai. Chi la cau ndi nghe hét nhur mdt ngurdi ban hoc cta 6, chi vay thoi”

“A, ddi voi toi ba ta thuéng phan khang quéa nhidu." 2]

[2] Nguyén van: “Methinks the lady doth protest too nuch”, mot cau ndi ctia Shakespeare.

Do chit @& thoi. Toi tha thiét mudn khoi lai cude n6i chuyén vé dong tinh nir, nhung r6i 1o mo nhé lai 1 trude d6 nang c6 néi vé viée nang t it cd tay.
C0 [ t61 nén khai thac tir d6.

“Thé con... tur hity hai minh?”
“Tu huy hai cai gl co?”
“Caundi cu ting cat cd tay?”

“0, chi thinh thoang t6i. Mot 10i-kéu-ciru, t6 nghi nguoi ta goi hanh dong d6 nhur thé. Hay chinh xac hon I 1i-kéu-goi-su-chi-y. Té hoi budn chan &
trueong, hoi € loi, chi vay thoi.”

“T6 ngac nhién day,” toi ni.
“That 42 Tai sao diéu d6 lai am cau ngac nhién nhi?”’
“Chi 1 t& khong thé trdng tuong ndi cau ma ciiing ¢6 didu gi d6 phién mudn.”

“Brian, céu phai thdi cai y nghi t& 14 cai dia bac kiéu Nguoi Hoan Hao di. That su khong phai vay dau.”
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Nhung budi chidu hom d6 ning kha 1 hoan hao.

Khi tan b v& gin dén nha, chiing ti nd diia choi trd ném tuyét vo nhau trén bi ¢6 trude nha, hoan toan khéc nhitng lAn choi ném tuyét trude day cia
61, khong c6 ai goi phan ch6 hay kinh v vao gitta nhiing niim tuyét. Tham chi d6 ciing khong phéi i trin danh nhau bang tuyét, chi mot tro von dudi
kich thich nhe nhang, céi kiéu dua gion khong twr nhién vi c6 cam giac nhuw thé dang duoc quay phim, ly trong nhét B voi may quay den tring, Sau d6
chiing t6i budc vao nha va ngdi trén sofa gan 1o suoi dé hong kho, va nang mo dia nhac yéu thich, rat nhidu dia cta Rickie Lee Jones, Led Zeppelin,
Donovan va Bob Dylan - mic dii Alice méi muroi sau tudi vio nam 1982, nhung ¢ nang nhét dinh c6 céi gi d6 rat 1971. Toi nhin nang nhay quanh phong
v6i bai “Crosstown Trafic” (Giao thong xuyén thanh phb) cta Jimi Hendrix, r6i khi da mét hét ca hoi va chan viéc ctr ba pht lai phai thay dia, nang lién
bo cai dia than cli cta Ella Fitzgerald kéu lach cach vao, va ching t6i ndm trén sofa doc sach, thinh thoang Ién dua Imt nhin nhau, giéng nhur mot canh
gitta Michael York and Liza Minnelli trong Hop dém, chi n6i chuyén khi ching t6i cam thiy thich. VA, that ky diéu, gan tron budi chiéu t6i da kiém ché
duoc minh khong néi dleu gi ngde nghéch hay khoe khoang hay 1én it ta day, khong choc cudi hay tur thuong minh, khong lam vo hay d6 bat cir thir g,
khong ndi xAu ai, khong rén ri, than vin hay 10 1én mit khi n6i. Thire t€, t6i chi | nguoi tot nhit m 61 co thé trd thanh, va néu ngudi do khong hoan toan
déng yéu thi it ra anh ta cling kha dang mén. Va khoang bon gios chiéu Alice mon men dén bén, nim dira dau vao long toi ma ngli thiép di, va it nhét 1 i
nay déy, dudng nhur tht su ding, nang tuyét ddi va hoan toan hoan hao. Gio ching t6i dang nghe album Blue, mét 2, bai s0 5, va Joni dang hat “Lan
cudi toi gap Richard 13 ¢ Detroit vao nim 68/ Va anh bao rang mdt ngay ndo d6 moi ké ling man déu s ciing chung s6 phan/ La mot ké nao d6 chan
chuong, say xin va hoai nghi trong mjt quan ca phé tam ti...” va khi dia nhac két thic, can 1 phong da chim trong im Eing, chi con tiéng khiic gd chay 4m
i, 61 van ngdi d6 yén king, that yén lang, ngam nang ngn. BOi mbi nang hé mo va toi cam thiy hoi thd 4m 4m clia nang trén dui minh, t6i nhin vao cdi theo
161 1ho xiu 6 m6i dudi nang, mau tréing nhat turong phan véi mau do cia moi, va ¢6 khao khat chay bong la Jdy ngon cai rd qua Vet theo d6, nhung khong
mubn limnang tinh gidc, nén toi chi nhin nang, nhin, nhin méi, nhin nAi. Cubi ctng t6i bude long phai danh thirc nang day, vi lo rang sirc nang va hoi am
toa ra tir diu nang 1én dii t6i ¢6 thé Am ti bi kich thich qua mirc, ban biét t6i mubn 4m chi gl rdi ddy, va ching ta hily di mét v6i thue té: khong ai thich
bi danh thirc theo kiéu d6. Khong phai véi cai d6 trong 16 tai ciia ho.

Va 164, tin ndi khong, chuyén tham chi con tré nén t5t hon. Téi d6 bd me nang di ra ngoai, &n mbn rau tai mdt nha mAy cta ai d6 dugc cai tao thanh nha
hang & Southwold, thé 1 chi con t6i va Alice ¢ nha. Khi ching t6i dimg trong bép uéng nhimg cdc to gin & tonic, t0i phai xAu hd m 16i ring toi dang tur
suéng bang cach ao tuong ring chiing t6i chung song v6i nhau ¢ ddy. Ching toi tt hét den trong nha va choi trd xép chit trén ngon nén, cham chi nhin
vao cac chir cai, va toi thang, that ra la cling phai mét mot lic 1w, nhung voi sur khiém ton va thai d6 lich syr. Hai chit “quy quyét” va “kinh ngac” tinh c&
lai néim & nhiing 6 duroc ghi diém gp ba lan.

Bita &n nhe i com gao lirc xao rau, ¢6 mau sic va hrong vi hoi gidng nhur khi chiing ta xao nhiing thir réc rudi & cai hot rac, nhung ciing an duoc néu
cho murde trong vira du. Hon nita, ic ¢ thoi gian dé an, ca hai da xin quéc can cau, hai dira chdm én n6i chuyén v6i nhau rdi cudi va nhay nhét quanh
phong khach theo giai diéu nhiing bai hat cii cua Nina Simone, 10i xem minh ¢ the trurot bang v bao xa trén san gb danh véc ni bong loang. Sau d6 khi
hai dtra nim phich xubng san cudi riic rich, nga ngén bén nhau, Alice thinh linh nim Iy hai tay t6i, mim cuoi tinh quéi s ndi, “Cau mudn kén lau khong?”

Tim t6i mudn phot ra khoi miéng,

“A, con tly. C6 gi trén lAu?”” t6i ndi, quy quyét va kinh ngac.

“Di v6i t6 i tr tim hiéu Ky,” va nang bo 1én céc bac thang bang tat ca tay chan, la vong lai, “Phong ngi cau, hai phit nita - mang ruou vang!”
Tép trung. Chi can t3p trung,

Téi di t61 bon rira & bép, doi ci chao siing nurde qua mdt bén, md vdi nurde lanh, va vo vd mude 1én mit, mot phin dé cho tinh rurgu, mot phin dé chic
1a t61 khong phai dang nam mo;, roi cam chai rugu va Iy nude chi con nira bang cac dau ngon tay, toi theo nang Ién lau.

Alice chura vao phong t0i, vy nén t6i bén di t6i bn rira mt va nhanh nhen dénh rdng, tai vénh kén nghe ngéng budc chan nang de nang khong bat gip
61 dang ddnh rang va nghi rang toi xem nhe viéc do. R&i khi nghe budc chin nang doc hanh lang, t6i stic miéng va nhd nurde ra, 10 tit dén & trén dau va
tao déng ndm trén girdng kiéu hitng ho va cho doi.

“Tén tén!”

Nang dang dimg & ngudng cira, canh tay vung rong ra gidng nhr ngudi vira doat giai Oscar, nhung toi khong biét phai nhin vao cai ginra. C I 1a nguc
nang ching? Hy vong hio huyen, t0i tyr hoi liéu c6 phai nang da mac mot loai 6 16t diic biét ndo do, va rdi t6i nhan ra nang cam gidy cudn trén mot tay
con tay kia cdm mdt cudn gidy bong kich ¢ nho ding dé bao thire phim

“Ci gi thé nay?”

“Can s, anh ban a. Can sa doc hai. Ching minh khong thé hit & dudi lu - Michael giong nhu ché dénh hoi vy. Ong bd d6 ¢6 dé dai phong tling thi
ciing chi dén mitc nao day t6i.”” Nang chdp lay cuon The gioi ngd nghinh ctia Richard Scarry tir trén k¢ sach roi bat dau Iin ci ong Ién cuon sach.

“Vay me ciu thi sao?”

“O that ra la e mua cai nay cho 10, ma ca mot ezt dang SO trong ]ang To co the ndi gi day' Con khung hoang ctia ba n01 tro chang Hon nLra ba phai

on dirng lai di, 1am on di dugc khong? Gid nang chdm lira va dang hit sau vao, gh]mkhm trong ph01 va trong khl mat trc_)n nguz(;c en de mé, 10i tré mdi



thoi khoi ra vé& hurdng cai chao deén, va toi bian khoan khong biét thir can sa nay c6 phai 1a chat kich duc khong,

Alice nhin ti v6i vé mét I do, va dura i ci dng, nhur mot 10 thach thire. Ma ding thé that.

“T6i luot cau, Bri.”

“Thét ra, Alice ndy, e t¢ khong hit dugc dau.”

“Sao khong? Sao cau lai khéng mubn phé ha Bri?”

Chat ndy da tic dong khién nang rdt vui, rat vui vé, va khi nang dang dap dau vao giurong, t6i phan tran, “Khéng, t¢ thich lim, chi 14 t& chua bao gio hoc
cach hit, tham chi v6i thude 14, 16 khong thao kim, khong the giit hoi lai, khong thé néu khong mubn phun ca ph01 ra.” That ra, hut thuoc 14 12 mot trong
nhitng chuyen t61 da hy vong dugc 1am & trudng dai hoc, glong nhur doc Don Quixote, moc rau va hoc thdi kén xdc-x0- phon am nit trAm, nhung t6i chi
khong muon lam cai nay thoi.

“Cau la mdt nguoi ky la, ding khong, Brjan Jackson?” nang n6i, dot nhién co vé nghiémtl’}c. “Lérp $20 cAu co thé khépg it co cha! Hit gﬁn nhu i diéu
t¢ lam tot nhat. Hoac khong thi cling la t0t nhi...” nang ndi, nhay bén mat lo do. Can sa chéc I chat kich duc. “Buoc 161, ching minh s& thir mit cai gi
day kich thich hon. Nhung trurée hét cho ti nhac di da!” Va nang vap ngd vao cai miy ghi dm tre con, hoc bang det, thict ke ning ne va ruomra, c6 chir
“Clia Alice” durgc viét bén trén bang bit x6a, i nang boi | tung ngdn kéo cli tim mt cudn bang, nhét n6 vao va bamniit. T6i tin d6 1 Brian Cant dang
hét bai hat thiéu nhi “A Froggy Went A Courtin” (Chang Ech di tén tinh).

“Wow - Hoi tudng kiéu Proust[3] ha?” nang n6i. “Bai hat ndy chinh la tudi tho ctia t6. Té thich bai hét nay chét di duoc! Cau ¢6 thich khong? Pugc i,
dén day, chang trai tré, ngdi thing lén...” Chiing toi quy trén giwong, nit d6i mit, va ning dira mit t6i cach mét t6i khoang nam xing ti mét.

[3] Marcel Proust (1871- 1922): nha van Phap. Téc phim ndi tiéng nhat ctia ong 1a i tim thoi gian da mat.

“Dugc rdi, dit tay cau & ddy...” va nang nim Ay hai cd tay ti, ddy ching ra sau lung toi “va biu mbi, thé nay nay.” Moi nang chi cach mdi toi c6 vai
xang ti mét, t0i c6 thé ngiri thdy vi ngot ciia mrde x5t twong va gimg trong hoi thd ctia nang, Rdi nang ly hai tay ép hai mé t6i lai voi nhau dé mdi tré ra to

tudng.

“Ech di tan tinh, n6 da di that, ir hur...”

“Bay gid, cai cAu sdp stra nhan dugc, ngdi Brian Jackson a, duoc goi i nap dan ty dong, ma khong, khong phai cai cau nghi dau, nén lam on ding co
mé lanh chanh. T6 dinh s& thoi khoi vao miéng cau, cau phai hit siu khéi vao rdi giit n6 trong phdi i khdng duoc ho, hiéu chir? TG cdm diy! Thay vao
d6 cau cir nin hoi lu chimg ndo co thé cho phép, va chi lic ddy cau méi duoc thd ra. RS chua?”

“Hoan toan 1d.”

“Thé thi dugrc. Bat dau!”

Nang dit dng ndi giira Imi, nubt khoi VA0 s, rOi mim cudi, nhudng cip 16ng may 1én nhu mudn hoi “Sén sang chua?”, va t6i gat dau, roi, t6 sgm sang,
Nang dua moi lén moi 61 gan dén ndi ching cach c6 vai xang ti mét, vai mi li mét, tham chi chac cting khong phai thé, chic 1 cham vao nhau rdi ciing
nén, roi nang thoi, va t6i hit vao, that ra chi I tyr nhién thoi, dyra vao tinh hudng ndy, va toi mudn khoanh khic nay cir thé méi mi.

“Fch di tan tinh, n6 da di that

Vi mdt thanh kiém va khéu stng luc deo bén minh

Mbt con &ch di tan tinh, n6 da di that, & hu...”

Cudi cting, khi phdi t6i chure nd tung dén noi, t6i bén thé ra va ning ngdi phich xudng hoi, “Céu nghi sao?”

Khi da timra cdch dé mip may miéng, t6i n6i, “Pugc Bm!”

“Théy gi khong?”

“Khong co gito tat.”

“Mudn thir An nita khong?”

O, Chii oi, vang, Alice, t6 ¢6 thé dugc 42 Mudn nhiéu hon bt ky thir gi trén thé gioi nay 4y chir...

“Puoc, duge, phai 1.7

“Cau c6 chic khong? N6 manh im ddy.”

“That ma, Alice, tin t& di. TG ¢6 thé lo liéu chuyén do ma.”
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Khi t6i tinh lai, Alice da di khoi, t6i dang nédm trong tAm chén Iong vit, va Chang Ech van con di tan tinh. Cubn bang & ché do dao mat t dong. Toi
khong biét minh da ndm ddy bao lu rdi, nén bén nhin manh nit dimg bang va tim cai dong hd bao thire du lich ctia minh. Mot gio rudi sang, Toi dot
nhién thiy khat mubn chét, nhung ta on Chila van con nira binh vang do m6i nguyén & sat giwong, t6i ngdi ddy va dbc gin can binh. Toi kiém tra xem
Alice c6 coi quan dai cia t6i ra trude khi it t6i 1én girdng khong, rdi nhan ra nang da khong lim thé, nhung t6i da qua phé thude chéng biét nén hai
1ong hay thét vong nita.

Negoai ra, t6i dang qua méi nghil vé d6 an. Dai t6i chira bao gidy doi hon thé. Ngay ca bi xanh duong nhur cling hap dan. R6i, ta on Chtia, t6i nhé ra minh
1 nguoi so hiru Thit Ngudi, Chia ban phude lanh cho me. Toi lyc tung va ki lay ra cai gi boc gidy thic, xé vién md ra khoi mot miéng thit lon x6ng khéi
ludc, tong chd thit nac vao mdm Ngon that, nhung thiéu cai gi 6. Banh mi. Can banh mi sandwich. Phai c6 banh mi.

Viée di lai that khong d& dang hon so véi nhitng gi toi nhé, va xudng lau duong nhur 1 viéc hoan toan khong thé. Toi khong mudn bat dén Ién, nhung &
day dung 14 t6i den nhur mure, nén dya ngudi vao tuong, tdi bude loang choang doc theo hanh ]ang va xudng bac thang vio nha bép. Thoi gian nhu dan
ra, va cudc hanh trinh ¢6 vé nhu kéo dai dén vai ngy, nhung cudi ciing t6i da dén noi va bit ddu mot cong vise doi hoi thé huc 1 tir d& got cho minh
hai mleng banh mi Am tr bot chura ray tu mrong & nha. Thanh qua 1a chiée banh mi sandwich c6 kich thudc, trong luong va Kkét cAu ctia mdt cuc gach
xdy nha, nhung t6i khong thém quan tim, vi nd c6 chira Thit Ngudi. Toi yén vi & ban va dau tién d6 mdt it sita ra, thir hm cho cai banh mi bt cimg,
nhung sita d4 von cuc lai va khong dinh nhau, khi toi dinh bude dén bon rira va d6 n6 di thi dén duoc bt 1én va t6i nghe tiéng cot ket tir du cau thang,

C6 khi d6 I Alice! C6 khi ching toi ¢6 thé tiép tuc 1am chuyén con dang do. Nhung khong phai. D6 1a ba Harbinson. Rose. Rose Khoa Than. Téi nubt
sita von cuc cai uc.

Di nhién, t6i chi can ni ngay mot diéu gi do, thong thuong, khong lin quan dén tinh duc, dai khéi kiéu “Xin chao Rose!” nhung chét ma ty va ruou
vang d khién t6i do dan va bdi rdi, ma toi Kkhong muon mot phy ni khoa than hét toang vao mat minh lc hai gio' sang, nén ti chi ng01 a6, rit ling 8, va
hyvong]aba s& bo di. Ba mo tit lanh, va rdi cli ngudi xudng, anhdentu]anhnautrangvacalcmngum]amba aytrongtrantruonghan Nhin k§ méi
thiy ba 4y co mang mot doi v& day miu xam, cai d6 lam cho sy Iba thé ciia ba ¢ kiéu chit hrong ctia mon an diém tam, anh manh, gidng mot birc phac
hoa chin dung bang bt chi tir cubn camnang tinh duc The Joy Of Sex, va trong trang thai phé thubc, t6i twr hoi khong biét ¢6 tir ndo nhur tir xurong mu
khong. Ba dy dang tim gi thé khong biét? Ma sao lau vay? Téi timg hinh dung 13 ba trong “ngon-lanh-hon-so-véi-tudi” nhung khi d6 t6i chura bao gio
thyre s thdy mot ngudi phy nir khoa thin toan dién nhu thé nay, trong doi thire va mdt cach dot ngdt, t6i moi chi tlny nhimg thir It vit I¢ t¢, va ngay ca
khi d6 thi cling khong ai trong s6 ho qua muoi chin t1101, nén t0i thit sy khong phai a chuyén gia vé chu d& nay. Day 13 con chura ké, 6i cho ring tinh
huéng ndy khong han khong c6 chut khiéu dam, dit 1 d6i voi nguoi da duoc lam diu di phan 130 boi goi dui lon muodi va hun khoi c6 nhiét 4 co thé
dang nim trong 1ong t6i. Chot lo Fing ba s& ngiri thay mii thit, t6i cb gAp miéng gidy thiéc lai mdt cach yén king, va hau qua I tiéng lch tich dudng nhur
vang doi trong nha bep hét nhur mdt con bao dién.

“Oi Chta oi! Brian!”

“Xin chao ba Harbinson!” t6i troi tinh n6i. Toi cho ki ba s& iy canh tay dé che di sy 16a 10, nhung ba c6 vé khong ngai cho Fim, ma chi ding dung véi

tay ly chiéc khin lau bat hiéu National Trust, quén quanh eo va nim & hdng gidng céi xa rong. Toi c6 thé thiy chit “Sissinghurst T4] chay doc trén dui
ba.

[4] Tén mot thanh phd du lich rét hdp dan & Anh.

“Oi cung, hy vong i ¢6 khong am chéu bi sc,” ba noi.

“Da, ciing khong han...”

“Nhung ns ¢6 chéc i chau da thiy hang trim phu nit khoa than trude day rdi”

“Ba chic s bi ngac nhién do, ba Harbinson.”

“C da bao chau 16i, cir goi ¢b 1a Rose! Ba Harbinson khién ¢6 cam thiy minh qué gia!”

C6 mdt sy im king thodng qua, t6i phai tim chuyén gi d6 dé néi nhim xua tan di sy ngai nging va bét tién cta tinh canh ny, va rdi nghi ra mdt giai phap
hoan hao.
'7’

Bing giong MY, t6i ndi, “Ba dang dinh cam db t6i w, ba Harbinson?!

Toi vira n6i gi &y nhi?...
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“Caundi gi co?”

Bimng co lap lai..

“Ba dang cb cam db 61" t6i noi.

Nhanh 1én, giai thich, giai thich di...

“Ba biét dy... gidng nhur ba Robinson 4y?” t6i gii thich.
Rose ngay nguoi nhin t6i. “Ba Robinson 1a ai?”

“Po 1a mit cau trich dan. Trong phim Tinh me tinh con...”
“A, bay gio ¢6 ¢ thé n6i chau nghe, Brian a, c6 khong c¢6 y dinh cam db chau...”
“Chau biét, chau biét, va chau khong muén bi co cam db...”
“Phai rdi, irm, tot thoi...”

“Y chau khong phéi i chau khong thiy c6 hip dan...”
“Céu ndi gi co?”

“Céi quai gi dang dién ra 0 dudi day vay?” mot giong ndi vang Ién, va mjt dang nguoi dang nhay tirng bac xuéng cau thang, chn c6 bip thit rén chic va
ngyc vam v - doi chin trén trui, rAn chic va bd ngure vam vy ctia 6ng Harbinson. Ong ta hinh nhu dang cam mot cai dit xép giita hai chin nhung nhin
gan hon moi thay d6 la duong vat cua 6ng ta. Bay gio thi tOi thit sy khong biét phai nhin vao dAu nira. Viéc khong nhin vao bd phan sinh duc ctia Rose
duong nhu dua tamrmt i tryc tiép nhin xuong b6 phén sinh dyc ctia 6ng Harbinson, va dot nhién that khoé tim noi nao trong bép ma khong ¢6 bd phan

sinh duc, thé 1 cudi cing t6i chon mot diém trén c4i til bép hiéu Aga, va tip trung, tip trung, tAp trung,

“Chang ¢0 gi xdy ra ca, Michael a. Em chi xubng udng nuée va Brian da & ddy, chi cé vay thoi ma...” Tai sao ba Ay lai ndi c4i kiéu t6i 16i thé chir ha? Ba
4y dang cb giét toi chiic?

“Thé cac nguoi nbi vé chuyén gi?”
Oi, Chiia nhan tir, 6ng ta da nghe thiy 101 con ndi. Con chét chic rdi.
“Khong c6 gi ca! Brian chi im em giat minh, thé thoi...”

Ong Harbinson va duong vat ctia 6ng ta trong c6 vé khong bi thuyét phuc cho lim, va t6i nhdn ra ring thuc s thi ong ta khong Iy tay che ddy duong
vat, ma I dang camnd, va trong thoang choc t6i co mdt noi s¢ phi Iy Ia 6ng ta sap stra danh t6i bang cai do.

“Thé thi, n6i nho lai, dwoc chir? Con Rose, quay lai giwong!” va ong ta gidm chan quay lén Jau, van cam cdy dit dugc cudn lai ctia minh. RS rang| hét stic
nguong nging, Rose lay céi tap dé nhyra vinyl in hoa tir cai moc gan til bép Aga, va quau quo mic nd vao, trong khi t6i gat chimg cir lién quan dén thit
trén ban vao gbi gidy thiéc, va nhét né vao ngin kéo dung dao nia.

Cudi cling ba budc t6i cai ba, va it Ién, “C6 nghil tt nhit 1d khong ai trong ching ta nhic lai chuyén nay nita, dwoc chir, Brian?”’

“Da dugc, nhung chau chi mudn néir%mg that su chau chi trich dan...”

“C chau minh quén chuyén d6 di, duoc chir? Ctr gia vo nhu né chira bao gidr xay ra...” Ba nhin chim chi vao mit ti. “Brian, chéu cam thiy 6n day
chu?”

“Hoan toan khée a!”

“Chau trong hoi xam.”

“0, d6 12 mau da binh thuong ciia chédu ma, Rose!”
Ba nhin c4i ly trudc mt toi.

“Sita ddy 42"

“Vay ra chau giit n6 a?”



“Chau e a vay, Rose a.”

“Brian, con ¢ thi dang tim ci d6.”

“Xin 167” - ba voi iy cai ly - “C6 s& khong ubng dau, néu ¢o 1a chau!”

“Sao thé?”

“N6 hong rdi, von cuc, that ddy, n thét kinh tom..”

Va ba cam Ry ly sira von cuc, ngiri ngiri, nhp mot it, rdi nhin t6i v6i vé hoan toan khinh thi va néi, “Day I sita d4u nanh, Brian a.”

Tir mOt noinao do & N6ng trang Chim k@'t vang Ién m(}t ﬁéng cuoi cuéng loan, mbt tiéng cudi d@ s, ric rich dién 1o, tiéng cuoi cua mot dira tré hur
héng, tham hai, va phai mat mdt luc 1au dé nhan ra 1a tiéng cuoi d6 phat ra tir toi.

skoksk

Khi t6i tinh ddy vao séng hom sau, nhur thurong & phéi mét ba gidy ké tir ic biét ring minh phéi cam thély vo ciing xau ho, 10i moi nhé ra duoc 1y do vi
sao. Thét ra, 61 da rén ri, rén ri thit to, nhw the bi ai d6 nhay 1én ngure. Toi nhin dong hd bao thire. Mudi mdt gio' rudi ma to6i cam thay nhu wira thoat
khoi mot con hon mé.

T6i nam d6 mdt lit, ¢b timra cach t6t nhat dé xir ly tinh hudng nay. Céch tot nhét 1 tur tir, con cach 6t nhat thir hai doi hoi nhiéu hanh dong hén ha, nguy
bién va tur gicu minh, the 14 t61 bat dau mac do, dé chuan bi doi méit voi nd, ding lic ¢6 tiéng gd clra.

D6 1a Alice, trong réu 1, nang thé ciing ching sao. Liéu nang c biét ba me khoa thin ctia nang da nghi t6i c6 ging cam d ba khong nhi?
“Xin chao, nguwdi dep ngai ngi...” nang thi thao.
“Alice, t6 rt, rét xin 16i vé chuyén ti qua...”

“0, Chta 0i, moi chuyén On ca, khong ¢6 gi dau, quén nd di..” R rang i nang khong bit. “Nghe nay, Brian, ¢6 chuyén dot xuat, t6 phéi di
Bournemouth...”” Nang ngdi cho thanh giudng, trong nhu sap khoc.

“Sao, c6 chuyén gi da xdy ra vay?”

“La ba ndi, ba bi ngd xudng cau thang khuya hom qua, ba dang & bénh vién, xuong hong bi giy, va ca nha phai di thim ba...”

“Oi, Chta oi, Alice...”

“Me va bd da di rdi, nhung t& phai theo sau, nén t¢ khong nghi 1a chuyén don ndim mai s€ thue hién dugc, td e 1a vay.”

0, khong sao dau. To s€ tim lich trinh cua...”

“Tim xong 6i. C6 mdt chuyén tau di Luan D6n trong bon muroi lm phit nita, t6 s& cho ciu qua giang ra ga. Pugc chir?”

Va thé B t6i bat dau goi ghém db dac, nhdi nhét séch va quin o vao tii nhur thé déy i trudng hop so' tin khan cp, v mudi phit sau ching toi da ngdi
trong chiéc Land-Rover, Alice ldi xe. Nang trong that bé nho dang sau tay i, giong nhur bip bé Sindy dang l4i chice jeep Nguoi Ban 6ng Hanh dong
véy. Tuyét da bien thanh thir bin nhdo xamxit do ban trong dém, va ching t6i hinh nhu dang li xe qua nhanh, moi chuyén dugc quy cho khong khi
chung ctia sy céng thang va lo lang,

“Hom nay t6 bi dau dau khing khiép!” t6i bay t6.

“T6 cling vay,” nang dap.

Hai tram mét hwrong 16 wut qua.

“T6 tinh c& cham mit bd me c4u trong nha bép t6i qua,” t6i ndi bang quo.

“0, vaya!”

Thém hai tram mét nita.

“Ho c6 16i gi vé chuyén d6 khong?”

“Khong hin. Khong, Tai sao ho phai néi nhi?”

“Khong c6 nguyén do gi dau.” Duong nhur t01 da duoc an toan. RS rang toi khong mirng khi ba Harbinson nga cau thang, nhur it nhét ba cling da gitp i
khong phai d6i niit voi tinh canh 0di oam



Liic ching t6i dén ga thi con muoi Bim phit nita tau chay, va nang gip t6i mang tii dat 1én san ga ving vé.
“T6 rét xin 161 v& viéc cau khong thé ¢ lai @& dén ndm moi”

‘f), khéng sao dauma. Giri lf)i h01 thiim ctia tG dén ba ndi cau nhé.” Bé im gi nhi? Vi Chiia, minh chura bao gior géip ngudi phu nit d6. “Va to that sy xin
161 vé viéc khién cdu bi qua liéu toi qua.”

“Thét ddy, khong sao dau. Nay, cau khong phién néu t& khong clng ciu doi tu chi? Chi I t6 can phéi di...” Va ching t6i ém nhau, nhung khong hon,
thé rdi nang di khoi.

skksk

Toi vé nha vao gio uéng tra, va tu dong bude vao. Me mic bd quin do 4m rong va dang niim dai trén sofa hor hitng xem game show Blockbusters voi
4m hrong & mirc to nhat, mdt cai gat tan dat can bang trén bung, mit thing s6 ¢6 Ia hiéu Quality Street va mot chal bia Tia Maria trén ban ca phe trude
mt. Khi t6i bude vao phong ba ngbi bét ddy va nhdt cai chai xuong dui cai ném, rdi chot nhédn ra ti, ba iy cde rwou ndu Tia Maria ra va c6 che gidu
16 bang cach ly ca hai tay che lai, giéng nhur d6 chi la mdt cdc ca cao hay gi 46 khong bang,

“Con vé s6m thé!”

“Véng, me, con biét...”

“T6i chon chir P, Bop...”

“Thé thi, ¢6 chuyén gi vay con?”

“Ba cua Alice bi gily xwrong hong,”

“Lam thé ndo ma chuyén do lai xay ra dwoc?”

“Con x6 ba xubng fu.”

“Khong, khong ding.”

“Me, con ciing khong biét.”

“Chit P ndo 14 thanh phan hoa hoc chinh dé san xuét diém?”

“Toi nghiép that. Ba dy s& khong sao ch?”

“Lamsao con biét duoc? Con c6 phéi bac si phy trach dau? Phdt pho.”

“Ding.”

“Cai gi?” me hoi.

“Ti vi!” t6i cau kinh.

“T6i chon chir H, Bob...”

“C6 gikhong 6nha, Bri?”

“Khong, khong ¢6 gi khong 6n hét!”

“Tén clia ngudi ndo bét dau bang chit H dugc dit cho...?”

“Cé phai con da chia tay vdi co ban ga...?”

“C6 4y khong phai ban gii con!”
“Puge 16i, khong can quét lén nhur thé!”

“Van con hoi s6m dé udng cocktail, ba gia nhi?”

Va 10 t6i quay ngudi chay 16n Ju, cam thy khé & va hd then. Ma cai chir “ba gia” day tho 16, cau kinh Ay tir dau ra thé khong biét? Toi chua bao gio

goime la “ba ga” ca. Toi vao phong, dong sam ctra lai, ndm dai trén giuong va deo tai nghe vao dé nghe bang cat xét Trai tim sur tir, album thir hai hay
dén ngat ngdy cta Kate Bush, “Symphony in blue” (Ban giao huong buon), mét A, bai mot. Nhung gan nhur ngay 1ap tire t6i nhan ra mit thir bi bo quén.



Thit Nguoi.

Toi da dé di thit ngudi trong ngiin kéo nha bép ti qua. Toi khong c6 s ctia nha Harbinson ¢ Bournermouth, nén ti quyét dinh goi vé ngdi nha ¢ nong
thon va & lai tin nhéin cho Alice khi néng trér vé. Sau bon hoi chudng, méy tra i tur ddng bt kén, va ti chi vira mdi nghii ra phéi n6i gi, thi ai d6 bt ngy
nhac ong nghe En.

“Xin chao...?”

“0. Xin chio, d6 c6 phai... ¢6 phai Rose khong?”

“Ai day?”

“Chéau Ia Brian, ban cta Alice?”

“0, chao chau, Brian. Chéu gitt may nhé.”

C6 tiéng sot soat khi ba dé tay Ién dng nghe, va mot vai tiéng 1im bam nghe khong 15, rdi Alice nghe mdy.

“Xin chao, Brian?”

“Chao! C4u van & d6 al”

“Phai, phai, ca nha déu ¢ day.”

“T6 lai ¢l nghii 1a cau & Bournemouth...”

“Ca nha t& da t6i d6, nhung... cudi cling hoa ra 13 ba da cam thdy khoe 1én nhidu, nén moi ngudi lai i xe v8. That ra, ca nha t& chi vira méi vé t6i noi.”
“Phai roi. Ba khoe chir?”

“Ba hoan toan khoe manh!”

“Khong bi gy xuong hong a?”

“Khong, chi bi bam tim, va, trm, bi sbc.”

“Tuyét. Té mirng khi nghe diu do. A, dwong nhién, khong phai mimg vi ba bi séc dau nhé, ¥ t6 14 tai nan khong de doa dén tinh mang,..”
C6 mdt khoang lang,

“Thé...?”

“Té chi mudn goi dé n6i 1y, 16 dé... 4, cai, cau biét ddy, thit ngudi & d6.”

“Hiéu rdi. Va cai 6 dé & dau... thit 4y?”

“Trong ngiin kéo & ban bép.”

“O. Pugc 16i. To s& di iy ra.”

“C6 khi nén cho cho dén khi me cau khong quanh quin & d6 nhi?”

“Di nhién rdi.”

“Vay thi... gip lai cdu & trudng vao nam t6i, nhi?”

“Chinh xac. Hen gip cdu vao nim t6i nhé!” Rdi nang di khoi, va t6i chi con biét dimg & hanh lang, tay cAm 6ng nghe, nhin viao khoang khong,
Toi ¢6 thé nghe thiy tiéng ti vi trong phong khéch.

“Ba dinh luat cua K nao md ta chinh xac su chuyén dong ctia cac hanh tinh quanh Mt Troi?”

“Johannes Kepler,” t6i n6i, ching voi ai ca.

“Blng”™

T6i hoan toan khong biét minh phai im gi bay gio.



Ban dang doc truyén Nhan Chudng Pi, Pimg Poi duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chuwong 20

2
CAU HOTI: Bit ngudn tir tho “tanka” c6 31 am, thé tho Nhat ndo gdmcé 17 am, nhip diéu | 5-7-52
TRA LOI: Tho haiku.

skkesk

Phan tmg ctia Rebecca Epstein 1 cudi pha 1én. C6 nim trén chiéc giudng futon ca toi trong cin phong tro sinh vién trén dudng Richmond Hill, va cudi
nhu dién, da doi giay vai vé khodi tra doc dia.

“Céi day thi co g dang cudi thé ha, Rebecca.”
“Oi, khong, tin té di, c6 ddy.”
Toi dau hang, va di thay dia nhac.

“Té xin 16i, Jackson, nhung chi nghil &én viéc bon ho trdn trong cai u chira cti doi dén khi cau hoan toan bién khoi ddy...” C6 lai pha lén cudi, t6i bén
quyét dinh sang phong Josh lay thém bia tu t.

sk

T6i & véi me thém murdi tam tiéng trurde khi quyet dinh quay lai truong cao déng. Mot lan nita, t0i bao vai ba i vi t6i cin vai cubn sach chuyén nginh &
thur vién, va ba nhin vai, ban tin ban nghi, r6i gin muoi gio, t6i lai dimg & ngudng cira, tir chdi ciing nhitng loai thue pham do.

Trén chuyén tau quay V@ trurong, t6i bt dau thdy vui hon mot chit. S& ra sao néu t6i d6n nam méi mdt minh trong phong tro sinh vién nhi? Toi c6 thé lam
xong xubi mt s0 viéc, doc sich, di dao, nghe nhac 15 to tily thich. Va ngdy mai, vao dém Giao thira, t0i s& dautranh chdng lai céi truyén thong 16 bich
cho ring chiing t6i phai di choi, phai say xin va vui vé. Thay vao d6, t6i s& ¢ nha, va khong c6 vui vé gi hét. Toi s& van say xin nhung s& doc mot cudn
séch, 11 ngo thip di e 11 gidr 58 phut t6i. Toi tur thuyét phyc minh | didu d6 s& cho ho mdt bai hoc, m that ra ciing chiing biét “ho” 14 ai ludn.

Nhung khi dén phong tro, t6i nhan ra minh da pham mot sai lim khing khiép. Khi m6 cira trude, mdt mix men, &m &m tir chd ndu bia déng Yorkshire tai
gia ctia Marcus va Joshua xgc vao mili t61, va nhur thé ca ngdinha vira moi ¢ vao it toi. Toi budce vao phong cua Joshua, va thiy c4i thing nhra dang
sti bong bong va sting suc gin cai may su6i con bat. Toi mo ctra s dé céi khi gidng nhur trong rudt d6 thoat ra ngoai.

RS rang, chua ai quay lai ddy, d6 1a diéu t0i da hy vong, nhung toi khong nghi da chuan bj ¢ trong mot ngdi nha hoan toan ving vé nhur thé nay. Nén toi
quyét dinh di t6i cai siéu thi nhd ¢ goc duong. Bay gio 1a 5 gio 45, thoi diem t6i uu d€ mua thyc pham gidm gia.

Viée mua dd an giam gia khong phai 1 diéu ma ngudi ndo ciing c6 thé im mot cach dé dang, Thudng thi d6 hop bi méo md ciing an toan, nhung véi
thure phdm “twrof”, thing thin ma ndi thi d6 chinh B mdt bai min. M6t nguyén tic co ban, mirc do giam gid s& ty 1& thuan véi sw nguy hiém di kém khi an,
nén meo 1 hily chon thir gi c6 gia hoi mi khong thét sy im ban bi rdi loan bao tir; giam gia 10 xu it 6i cho t6i nira ky bit tét om méu xanh x4m thi hau
nhur rdi ro cting khong I gi ca, nhung nguyén con gi mai ma gia ¢6 25 xu thi chi chudc hoa vao thin. Ngoai ra thit b va thit g thi thurong an toan hon
thit heo va c. Thit heo dé lauvmbatkyaucungclnngco gi vui, trong khi véi thit bo dé lAu it ra ban cling 6 thé tur dua vui la n6i khong “61”, chi la
“duoc dé au cho mém k7’ thoi. Twong ty diéu nay cting dugc ap dung cho nhiing thire phim c6 vi ddm da; n6 khong “61”, chi ki “ndng”. Chinh vi Iy do
ndy m mon ca ri d mon duge giam gia co ban theo nhiéu kiéu.

O siéu thi, t6i va mdt ba cu cé bd réu ciia Zapata nhin nhau canh gidc & ngin do lanh. Méi qua Giang sinh vai ngay ma da c6 qua nhicu thit gi ty chét &
day, ciing nhur ¢ mot cai diii ctru trong nhur thé né c6 nguy co tur leo ra khoi ngiin ti1 lanh va di b quay vé ndng trai. Thuong thi ddy I mdt mon hoi kha
thét vong, nén t6i quyét dinh chon mon ca ri Vesta kho, giam 75 xu, va mdt mon khuyén méi diic biét, mdt chai Nesquik huong chudi ciing voi nira lit
sita.

Nhung su phén chén that i doan ménh. Liic toi quay Ve, uéng mot chit Nesquik, dun s6i Ammnude, hoa tan bot ca ri miu vang nhat vao céi chdo va an
16, toi cam thay minh chéing khic gi Robinson Crusoe. Ngdi nha ving ngit, ngoai troi dd mura, c4i ti vi xach tay ctia Josh thi bi khoa trong tii quén 4o ctia
céu ta, va tinh hinh mbi lic mdt rd rang 1 c4i duoc goi i nhimg ndim dep nhit doi t6i s& chiing bao gidr xay dén.

Phai thoat ra khoi chuyén nay thoi. Phai lam gi do.

T6i chdm mdt it tién 1é trong c4i lo bac & phong Josh va xép n6 thanh chdng tién xu & néc méy dién thoai goi tré tién & hanh lang,
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Nhung t6i s& goi ai day? Toi dy dinh goi cho mdt gi durgc goi ki Vince ma t6i gip ¢ mdt bira tiéc, nhung lai khong mudn ngdi trong quén rou chi voi
mit théng con trai khac, ma lamgi ¢ $0, voi lai toi cling clfmg nhé ndi ho clia cau ta hodc ciu ta dang séng 0 dau hay bét ctr diéu Jul V& ciu ta. Lucy
Chang d3 tr6 lai Minneapolis, ¢6 gin nhu nghf ring t6i | mdt ké phan biét ching toc. Colin Pagett van bi viém gan. Toi xém chit nita goi cho Patrick
trure khi nhé ra 1 minh tham chi chdng hé thich anh ta. Cudi cing t6i quyét dinh goi cho Rebecca Epstein, vi Rebecca 1 sinh vién trurdng Ludt va, voi i
cach mot chu thé dich thue ctia Phap lut, day 1 co hoi tdt dé ¢6 Ay thire s im viée gi do.

C6 sbng & trang vién Kenwood va ciing day hanh lang véi Alice, nén t6i ¢6 s6. Sau khodng chimg hai muroi hoi chudng, mt giong vimg Glasgow cudi
cung cling cat [én.

“Xin chao, c6 phai Rebecca khong?”

“... Vang, ai vay nhi?”

“T6, Brian day.”

Ngung.

“Brian Jackson dy?” ti nhic.

“T6 biét cAu i Brian no. Cau dang lam gi day?”

“Té thiy chan, vay thoi.”

“Chtia 0i, 6 ciing thé.” Lai ngimg, “Thé...”

“Thé nén t& dang nghii khong biét cau dinh lm gi tdi nay?”

“Dang chdr ciu goi, 16 rang thé con gl DAy ¢ phai mdt cude hen hd khong Ay nhi?”” ¢6 n6i, nhur thé dang hoi “Day ¢6 phéi cuc phén khong Ay nhi?”
“Chtia 01, khong phai, t¢ chi mudn héi cau ¢ mudn di xem phim hay di dau d6 khong. Ho dang chiéu ctia Pasolini & rap Atts...”
“Néu khong thi, ching minh c6 thé di xem g d6 giai tri...”

“Hon sang & ABC?”

“Hay Ngon ltra ctia Thanh Elino cua Pasolini?”’

“Tr lai tuong lai dang chiéu ¢ rap Odeon...”

“Chinh x4c thi cau miy tudi rdi?”

“Kéntam & ABC...”

“Chiia giip chung con...”

“Céu ngoan cb thit ddy, nhi?”

“T6 biét. So chura? Cau chic 1 cau chiu dyung duoc chir ha, Brian?”
“T6 nghi vAy. Thé cau mudn Bm gi no?”

“C6 c4i gl c6 cdn khong?”

“Nam mroi lit. Mic dit déu 1 bia 0 tai nha.”

“Oi dao, t6 khong cau ky dau. Cau & Richmond House ha?”

“Tring phoc.”

“Puge 10, cho t& nira tiéng,”

C6 gac miy, va dot nhién t6i s¢ hai.

Kok

Bén muroi phiit sau, c6 ngdi trén giudng t6i ubng bia U tainha va cudi nhao t6i. Nhur binh thirdng, ¢6 lai mac caibo dong phuc, ma no trong gidng hét
mot b dong phuc thit; di giay Doc Martens den, quan bé sat den day dudi chiéc vay bo ngin mau xanh 1 den, chiéc 4o len mong c6 chir V dudi céi 4o
khoac ¢ thét hrng bang nhyra vilyl méu den kiéu quan sy ma t6i chura bao gios thiy ¢ ci ra. Mai toc ngin clia ¢d sang bong boi loai sap thom Black-



and-White, va duoc vén thanh md toc ngin, bong dau chai nguoc 1én tran trurde cai mil udi chai cong nhén den. Trén thire & moi thir ¢6 méic duong
nhu déu duoc thiét ké dé am chi mot truyén thdng lau doi ctia cong viée lao dong tay chin, nhoc nhén, diéu ndy that s la king, vi toi nhé me ¢6 1 nghé
nhan d6 gbm con bd c6 I bac sikhoa nhi. Ky thire sw nhuong bd duy nhét ciia Rebecca di voi quan niém thong thurdng vé nit tinh 1 16p son mbi miu
do ruby bong day va 16p mascara day khién ¢6 trong thit déng so nhung dong thoi lai dic biét thu hit, giéng nhur chi nhanh tai Hollywood ctia bang dang
Baader-Meinhof{ 1] vy. C6 4y tham chi con hut thube hét nhur mot ngdi sao dién anh, Bette Davis hay ai o, nhung la mt ngdi sao dién anh tuy cudn
thuoc cho minh. Kiéu gi ciing phai ni that 13, t5i nay c6 trong c6 vé hip dan hon so véi binh thurong, va t6i nhan ra I minh lo Bing ring c6 1& c6 dang cb

ging gy 4n turong voi toi.

[1] Thuong doc nhic dén véi tén chinh thirc hon 1 Lir doan Do (RAF). Mot nhém khing bd e khét tiéng.

Cudi clng c0 cling thoi cudi, toi lién noi, “A, Rebecca nay, t& mirng khi cau t}ﬁy doi séng tinh duc cua t¢ hai hude, Rebecca a.”

“Chéc chin né chi duoc goi ki doi séng tinh dyc khi c6 tinh dyc trong d6, ding khong?”’

“That ra thi ¢ khi ¢ éy noi su that.”

“Phai r6i, Brian, t& chac chin ¢6 nang ndi thét. Chang phéi t6 da bao cau b ta a 36 bo ci con gi? Va dung 6 xi it ra nhu vay. Cau biét chuyén d6
tht hai hude ma, néu khong thi cau da ching ké v6i t6.” C6 pha khéi thude ra, g nhe dé tan thude roi xudng bén ngoai cai ném. “Dii sao di nita ciing
déang doi cau.”

“Vi chuyén gi chir?”

“CéuNbiét thira con hoi. Cai I8 hQi dam dang tu san d6. Céu ty xung minh 131 nguoi Xa hoi Chi nghia, nhung cubi cung céu lai hanh xir nhw nhfrng ké co
hoi van tim cach leo 1én nhitng nac thang xa hdi & cai truong dai hoc ndy, san sang mo t6i va lam cho bao tir minh bi gidy vo béi cai duoc goi la tang lop
cao tit do...”

“Khong phai thé!”

“Ding viy déy. Bao thii nira voil...”

“Dd chi nghiia Stalin!”

“Dd phan boi giai cép!...”

“Po trudng gia hoc Bmsang!...”

“Khong phai trudng gid hoc lamsang!...”

“Po tién yuppie[2]! Céu co ly doi giy Doctor Martens ra khoi ném t6 khong thi bao?”

[2] Yuppie (Young urban professional hippie) i nhitng nguoi tré tudi thich ndi loan, c6 ding cap, 1 san phdm ctia thanh thi.

“So t¢ s€ ity hoai loai vai thanh lich nay 4?”

Nhung c6 cha thém dong day ban chan, va i 18 bude dén chd ngdi ké bén toi, cham nhe ly bia hét lanh vao ly ciia t6i dé hoa giai.

“Sao khung girdng ngi ciia cau lai ndm sau ti 40 vay?”” ¢d hoi.

“Cau biét dy, t6 bién cai giwong thinh girdng fiton roi.”

“Giwrong futon Ay ha? Brian ny, n6i cho cau biét, mit cai dém trén san khong Am nén girong futon dau.”

“Nghe nhu mdt bai tho haiku dy nhi,” t6i ni.

“C6 bao nhiéu Am tiét trong mdt bai tho haiku?”’

Cai ndy t6i biét. “Mudi bay am, sép theo kiéu 5-7-5.”

C6 ngii ¢6 1§ trong mot gidy, roi doc:

Mot tAm chiéu trén céi

San khong Iam nén mt némngi

Mii chéic s& bbc lén.

... 101 ¢b udng bia, nhung ngimg lai dé giat mot cong thudc 14 Golden Virginia dinh ¢ son moi ra, mot diéu bo chdmréi va giiémﬁnh ¢6 vé ngdng dén ndi
t01 nhan ra minh dang nhin phia bén kia mdi dé xem ¢ cé lam lai hay khong, Lic d6 c6 bat gap anh mit t6i, nén toi lap bap, “Thé Giang sinh vui khong?”



“Bon t6 khong t chirc Gidng sinh, bon t6 1 ngudi Do Thai, chinh bon t& da giét Chua Gié-su, nhd chua?”
“Thé con, goi 1 gi 4y nhi, L& Virot qua[3] thi sao?”

[3] L& Vot qua i I€ quan trong nhéit ctia ngwoi Do Thai, khodng thang Ba, thang Tur dwong lich, kéo dai mdt tun, duge et hinh nhu mdt cude tuong
niém nham gip moi ngudi song lai kinh nghiém cuia cha dng ho khi nhitng ngudi d6 duoc giai phong khdi ach nd € Ai Cap.

“Hanukkah[4]. Bon t6 cting khong t6 chirc. B6i voi mdt nguoi dai dién cho ngdi truong ve vang ctia ching ta trong cudc thi Thach thirc Pai hoc, Brian
J agkson, cau that sur la dot dac can mai. Té phai ndi véi cau bao nhiéu lan day, ching t¢ 1a nguoi Glasgow thudce phe Xa hdi Chi nghia Khong Chinh
thong Do Thai Chong Chii nghiia Phuc quoc.”

[4] Hanukkah con ¢6 tén goi | L& hoi Anh sang, B mot I€ hoi truyén thong kéo dai tim ngiy ctia dan to¢ Do Thai, ¢6 thé roi vao bét ky lic ndo giita
thang Mudi mbt dén cudi thang Muoi hai. Hanukkah trong tieng Do Thai c6 nghiia la “dang ting”, danh dau ngay ngudi dan Do Thai gianh lai Jerusalem
va Ngdi dén thi€ng tir tay virong quoc Seleukos vao nim 168 trudc Cong nguyén.

“Nghe ching vui gl.”

“Tin t& di, cha co gi vui dau. Tai sao cau nghi t& & day voi cau?”

T6i nghil minh s& thir kiéu hai huée Do Théi.

“K¢ chtr. Chiic mirng Giang sinh!”

“Giha?”

“Khong c6 gi.”

C6 nhin t6i k§ ludng mdt hdi, rdi cudi nira miéng...

“Ké bai Do Thai.”

Va t61 cuoi dap lai. Toi d6t nhién nhin ra minh dac biét yéu mén Rebecca Epstein, va mudn dua ra mdt ¢t chi thim do tinh hiru nghi. T6i cé mdt y
tuong.

“Nhic moi nhd, t& ¢6 cai nay cho cdu! Hanukkah vui vé nhé!”

D¢ 1a album Joni Mitchell ma Alice khong nhan. T6i da lam mét héa don. Rebecca nhin toi ngo vuc, “Tang t67”

“U.. 6.7

“Céu c6 chiic khong?” c6 hoi, gibng nhur mdt nguoi lish gac ¢ cira khau Pong Au nghi ngd ho chiéu ciia t6i ¢6 thé 1a gia.

“Chéc nhu bap.”

C6 cam cai dia giita ngdn cai va ngdn tro, 1di g mdt goc cia gidy gbi. “Joni Mitchell.”

“U... trm. Cu biét ci album nay khong?”

“T6 hay nghe nhac ctia ¢b y.”

“Vay cau nghe cai dia nay roi ha?”

“Chura. Chura, thit xau hd khi phéi ndi 14 t6 van chua nghe.”

“Thé thi, dé t6 bat cho cau nghe...”

Va toi c:lf}m ceij dia tir tay co, di dén may hat, léy dia Cﬁa} nhém Tear for Fears ra, va bo dia Blue vao, mit 2, be}i 4, “A Case Of You” (Canh ngo cua
ban), chac chan la mdt trong nhitng ban tinh ca tuy¢t nhat tirng dugc ghi ra dia. Sau khi hai dira im ling nghe hét doan dau va doan dié¢p khuc, 61 hoi,
“Cau nghi sao?”

“T6 nghi n6 dem dén ky kinh ctia t6.”

“Céau khong thich a?”

“A,, n6i hoan toan chan thanh nha Brian, that su thi nd khong phai gu cua t4.”

“Céau s& dan thich n6 thoi.”



“Hirm,” ¢b n6i, ddy ngd vire. “Thé cau a fan rudt ciia Joni 427

“Pai loai vdy. Chan thanh ma ndi, t6 thién vé him md Kate Bush hon.”

“Hirm... ciing dé hinh dung.”

“Taisao?”

“B6i vi, Brian, cu chinh i Nguoi Dan Ong Véi Hinh Anh Bira Tré Trong Doi Mat,” ¢6i n6i, va cudi thim vao trong cai chai bia ctia minh.

“Thé dao nay ciu dang nghe gi?”

“Nhiéu thtr. Durutti Column, Marvin Gaye, Cocteau Twins, mdt vai ban blue ct, Muddy Waters, Cramps, Bessie Smith, Joy pision, New York Dolls,
Sly & Family Stone, mdt vai ban hoa 4m phdi khi. TG s& lam cho cau mdt cuén bang tuyén tép, roi xem t& co thé durt caura khoi m6 nhac tho thién nay

khong, Cau biét ddy, Brian, cau phéi can than voi nhimg nhac sikiém ca sinay. Néu nghe c¢6 chimg mirc thi on ca thdi nhung néu nghe nhiéu qua loai
nhac ndy, cau tham chi s€ bi teo vii day

“0, néu cau khong muén moén quéa ndy, chi cin néi k duoc...” t6i néi, ngdi ddy thay dia khac.

“Khong! Khong, t6 s& gitt n6. T6 chéc 1a rdi dan dan td s& thich n6. Cam on cau nhiéu Bm, Brian. Cau ding tht 1 ngudi Co dbe.”

Va t6i quay lai ngdi ké bén co, ching ti ngdi trong im king mdt lic. Roi co nam tay t6i, siét thit manh, va néi, “Nghiém tic ddy - cam on ciu.”
Murdi phit sau, ching t6i da ndm trén girdng, va bang cach nio d6 ciing chinh ban tay kia dudng nhu d tim thiy nga vao trong 4o nge .
skksk

Nguoi ta néi ring mol c4 nhan déu lién d6i dén chinh tri va chéc chdn Lkhong ngoa khi ndi ring, glong nhu quan diém chinh trj ctia minh, Rebecca
Epstein hon tht quyét liét, bong bot va khong nhan nhurong, Toi dang namngira, c0 4n dau 161 xudng gbi, rdi | réng cva ¢6 cha vao rang toi, nhung t0i
quyét tim c6 nhan 1 phéi c6 cho, va toi cha nguoc lai. Viée ching t6i x6a s6 men rang cta nhau chi con la van dé thoi gian. M ruou va khoi tir mdy
sudi chay bang hoi ga tron 1an vao nhau Bim t6i thiy ning dAu, thim chi c6 mot thoang hoang mang lo sg, nhung cling vui Vu, glongnhu khi ban ¢ truong
va bl nguyén mot dam nguoi nhay de Ién nguoi vay. Lop nhii son moi day tao ra sy {r hoi xung quanh moi ca hai, nén cubi cing khi ¢ dy dirt mbira, t6i
gAn nhur d3 tréng chd mot tiéng bdp, gidng nhur trong phim hoat hinh, khi c4i thut bé xi dwoc kéo ra khoi mét mdt ngudi nio do.

“Théy sao ha?”” ¢b hoi. Son gidr di nhoe nhoét, trong nhur ¢ dang An qua mMAM xOi.

“On ddy,” t0i dép, va c0 lai ngAu nghién tdi tiép. CO 6 vi men bia, thude | Golden Virginia va tinh dau thom ciia son moi. V& phan toi, t0i khong khoi lo
lang vé vi ca ri Vesta da an trude do. Licu toi c6 nén gia b can di vé sinh dé di danh rang khong nhi? Nhung r6i ¢6 s& bict t6i danh rang vi ¢, va toi
khong mu6n xuat hién theo théi thurong. Hoi tho hoi ham co phai Ia bat thuong khong nhi? Co6 1€ khong, nhung néu ti danh rang, c6 the ¢ s& nghi t6i
cting muon ¢6 danh réng u6n, ma t6i thi khong muon the, thit day. That ra t6i hoan toan thich vi t!luéc 14, cai cam giac duoc hut thude qua ngudi khac.
Tot nhat Ja nén tiép tuc. Nhung & doan nay thi nén lam gi ticp nhi? Khong thé mo miéng néi, t6i ¢6 dét tay kén lung do ¢6, nhung ¢ van mic chice do
khoac ¢ thét hrng, va khi lin t6i cai thit hrng, t6i moi phét hién ra cai 40 len mong ctia ¢6 bi nhét vao kha chit, nén toi bén ¢6 tim 16i khac, qua ¢b ao
¢d. Toi phai veo ca canh tay moi im duwoc nhur vay, cong ban tay ra sau thanh goc vudng, giéng nhu mot ké moc tii lac loai nhat thé giéi, nhung cudi
ciing t6i ciing dén noi. Ao ngire ¢ mau den, bang ren va hoi d6n, thit ngac nhién, va i d6, toi trim ngAm suy nghi vé tinh chat ciia cai 4o nguc. Tai sao
16 lai duge don kia chir? Chéng phai n6 hoi khong giong vai tinh cach clia Rebecca hay sao? Tai sao ¢ lai thude nhom nguoi cam thay s can thict cia
viéc phai phit hop vai quan diém ude 16 theo-dinh-nghiia- cua-dan-6ng vé phu nit? Tai sao cd bude phai cé dugc co thé “hap dan” theo théi thirdng ma
hau nhur khong phu nit ndo ¢6 thé ¢6 duoc trong cude sdng thire, c6 & ngoai trir Alice Harbinson?

ROi dot ngdt ¢ ngimg hon, va t6i nghi co dang dinh hoi t6i i cau nghi cau dang 1am céi quéi gi thé, nhung thay vao d6 ¢6 thi thim “Brian nay.”

“Sao co?”

“Té can ni véi cau mdt viée. Hoi ndy t& khong dua dau. Liic t6 ndi t& dang bi dy.”

“Khong sao. Té ciling dang bi.”

C6 y nhin t6i v6i vé quai go. “Té khong nghil cau bi dau, Bri””

“Khong, t¢ bi thét. To khong ¢ vé dang bi, nhung that sy té...”

Gio thi ¢6 Ay ndi dda voi t6i that. “Cau dang dén thang dy ha?”

“Gi co? A, hiéu roi. Khong, xin 161, t6 nghi' y cau 12 cau, cau biét ddy...”

“Cai gi?”

“Bi thich viéc 4y?”



“Bj thich viéc 4y?” 1a c4i gi?”

Toi nght trong mit gidy. “Tleng long chang?” t0i néi, mbt cach dAy hy vong, nhung gids tay toi da roi khoi 4o ngue ¢6, ching bao giy quay lai duoc. Co
ngdi & thanh girdng, kéo thing doi v6, kiém tra xem tdi ¢6 xé réch cai 4o len hay khong, va toi da Am rdo nd.

“Rét cude thi chuyén ny ¢6 khi khong phai 1 ¥ hay.”
“N6i chan thanh ddy, t& khong ngai dau.”

“Céau diy c6 nghiia Ia gi ha?”

“Y t& I t& thiy binh throng vé vu dén théng ciia cau.”

“A, phai rdi, t& mirmg 1 c4u binh thudng vé chuyén d6, Jackson a. Ma khong hé gi, t¢ ciing cha laim duoc cai quai gi dé didu khién chuyén do, ding
khong?”

“Té6 xin 161, nhung t& khong biét phai noi gi khéac.”

“Té ¢4 1a Alice Harbinson tham chi chng bi dén thang...”
“Sao?”

“_. CO nang c6 I& tra tién cho ngudi khac dé bi hd cho co ta...”
“Ché da ndo, chuyén nay thi dinh gi #én Alice Harbinson?”
“Chang gi cal”

C6 quay lai, va dudng nhur dinh d6p chat 6 tiép, nhung rdi c6 nhoén miéng cudi, hay it nht ciing 3 mdt cai curdi nira miéng: “T6t hon 1 cau nén lau son
moi dinh trén miat di. Trong cau nhur thang hé ay...” Toi lau miéng bang mit gde chin va nghe ¢6 lAmbam, “Cau ding [a mdt thang hé chét bam.”

“T6 da pham 16i gi chir!”

“Cau biét thira con gi.”

“Nay, cau moi i ngudi khoi mao ddy nhé!”

“Khoi mao cai gi?”

“N6i v, cau biét déy, Alice.”

“Oj, vi Chtia, Jackson...”

“Té chi nhéc dén c6 Ay vi cau da nhic dén 6 Ay thoi...”

“Nhung cau lic ndo ciing nghi vé c6 ta, diing khong?”

“Khong, di nhién t¢ khong!”” t6i ndi. Nhung t6i da nghi Rebecca nhin anh mit ciia t6i du lau dé chéic vé sy thue do, rdi nhin di chd khac.

“Chuyén nay that ngu ngé(;,” ¢6 n6i khe, iy 1(‘)19g ban tay 4n vao mﬁt “To hoi buc minh. T nghi t& nén dithoi” Trude (’iéy‘téi ¢ thé khong biét chic,
nhung bay gio t6i chac chan la minh khong nuon c6 di, nén 61 chom dén trude mét o, va hon cd lan nita. C6 quay phat dau di.

“Sao cau phai di?”
“T6 khong .. khong biét - cai gi vira xay ra vay. Ching ta quén viée d6 di dwoc khong?”
“O. Puoc. Buoc thoi. Phéi rdi. Té mudn cau dimg di, nhung néu cau mubn thi...”

“To nghi viy. T& nghi 16 mudn di,” va ¢6 dimg lén, kéo 4o khoéc vao rdi di ra cira, dé ti ¢ lai tu hoi minh phai im gi lic ndy ddy. Y 10i 1, dé thém vao
su lac 16ng ngoc nghech va thuong nhat nay. Toi ndi got ¢d xuong lau di vao hanh lang, chd ndy ¢ vap phai dong xe dap lam tac hanh lang,

“Gior thi nhin di - t¢ d& m rach chiéc v6 quy tha ma bt nay...”
“{ft nhét ciing dé t6 di cling cAu vé nha chir.”

“Thoi khoi, camon.”



“Té khong phién gi dau...”

“Té 6n cd ma...”

“Cau khong nén di bd vé mdt minh...”

“T6 s& On...”

“That ra, t& nhén manh...” ¢6 xoay ngudi dot ngdt, rdi chi ngdn tay vao toi, git gong, “Va t¢ nhén manh 1 cau khong can m thé! RS chwa?”’ Ca hai
chiing t6i déu choang vang trude sy gai goc cta 1o noi nay; hinh nhur t6i tham chi con i mt bude. Ching t6i nhin nhau, tw hoi chuyén gi dang xay ra, va
cudi cung c0 cat 1oi, “Ngoai ra, caunén di ngi. Cau dang ‘bi’ ddy nhé chira?” Co mo cira. “Bon minh dimg bao gio' n6i vé chuyén nay nira, duoc chua?
Va dung c6 ké cho ai khac, duge chir? Pic biét khong ké véi con bé Alice-Harbinson-chét tiét ay. Hira chir?”

“Di nhién 1 khong rdi. Sao t¢ lai phai ké cho Alice...?”

Nhung c6 da xubng dugc nira bac thang, rdi khong thém nhin lai, ¢6 chay mét hit vao béng dém.

Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chuéng i, Pirng Poi duoc tai mién phi tai ww.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.
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VONG BA

“T6i xin 161, Sebastian n6i, sau mdt hoi lau. “Tdi e 1 chiéu nay t6i khéng dugc tir t& cho m. Brideshead thudng khién t6i thanh ra nhur vay.”

Evelyn Waugh, Brideshead Revisited.
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CAU HOI: Van, tim, tron 1 tén ba loai md gi?

TRA LOI: Co.

-

Mot s6 Quyét tim cho Nam mdi

1. Danh nhiéu thoi gian cho sang téc tho hon. Néu nghiém tiic coi tho |3 mdt thé loai van churong, cling nhu mdt cach dé kiém thém tién thi minh phai lao
dong thélt'su, d?c biét néu muon kham phét giong tho déc trung cua minh. Hay nhd, T. S. lam viéc ¢ ngan hang ma van sang tac nén duoc trudng ca Bon
khic tir tau, thé nén dung c6 Iy do Iy trau 1a khong d thoi gian.

2. Ngimg néin myn, dc biét khi ni chuyén véi ngudi khic. Néu khoa hoe day ta mot diéu gi, d6 chinh | réin mun chi im By lan nhiém tring va dé lai
theo. Chi can ké né di, kiém cai gi @6 khac cho ban tay lam, hoc hut thuoc 14 hay gi d6. Nho lay - khong ai muon hon mot khudn mét rudm mau.

3. Phai xa cach. Choi tro lanh nhat véi Alice - nang s€ tran trong minh hon.
4. Tré nén 6 co bap mot chit.

sk

Nhirng dong trén dugc viét vao khoéng 10 gitr 45 phit t6i dém Giao thira, khi d6 t6i da say khut, dong nghia véi viéc chi viét c6 hoi nguéch ngoac.
Hai muroi phtt sau t6i ng thiép di, tin huéng mot khoang thoi gian budn chén ngoai hang, khé tin, bang cach d6 ché gidu quan diém rap khuon thurdng
thay 1a ching ta budc phai c6 thoi gian vui vé, thi vi vao dém Giao thira.

L3 hoi bét dau i 8 gio 35 phut, khi t6i da tim thiy tudc no vit & ngiin kéo bép va n6i b¢ canh cira tit quin 4o cia Josh dé Ky céi ti vi xach tay ciia ciu
ta. Rf)i 61 ngdi xem phim James Bond trén kénh ITV, gia nhap vao hang ngii déng dao nhimg g6a phu gia ca, bénh nhin tam thin va bat ky ké ndo khac
ngdi nha vao dém Giao thira. Nhung cang ung, t6i cang nghi nhidu v& bd, vé Alice, va ca hai lam dau dc t6i r6i tung len mot cach ky la dén ndi vao lic
biép vién 007 chin dimg dugc 4m muru quy quyét thong tri thé gi6i ciia Scaramanga t6i da hau nhur suy sup cd vé thé chit An tinh than, bing cach do i
tr6 thanh nguoi duy nhét trong lich sir thé gidi khoe khi xem Sat thi sting vang trir Britt Ekland[1] ¢6 thé xem 1 ngoai 16. Téi Iy lai binh tinh, viét ra cach
quyet tam

[1] Britt Ekland 1a nit dién vién déng vai Bond-Girl trong Sét thil sting vang,
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Va gio, sau hai tudn, moi quyét tAm van gidm chén tai chd. Su thit 13, t6i chua that sy vat 1on véi tho, nhung s& som thoi, khi c6 thoi gian. Va toi hdu nhur
khong con rd vao mit nita. Toi ciing rat xa cch voi Alice, hau hét vi chura gip nang hodic chura nghe vé nang va khong biét nang & dau. Trén thuc 6, vé
it xa hoi mi n6i, moi chuyén ¢ vé hoi tinh king ké tir khi hoc ky bat dau. Trong tiéu thuyét Brideshead Revisited, ngudi ho hang cva Charles da canh
b4o anh ta ring hoc ky thir hai trong truong dai hoc thuong ding dé tranh tat ca nhimg ké khé chiu ma ta da gip trong hoc ky dau, va t6i bit diu nghi
ngd minh chinh 1 trurong hop dién hinh, mbt trong sé nhitng ngudi d6.

Nhung tr6 lai voi nhiing giai phap nao. Cén giai thich ddi chat cho giai phap CLIOL Toi quyet 1a s& chang hai gi néu co mot hodic hai nii co, 4, khong,
khong phai tin vao quan diém gi6i tinh nong can ma truyén thong quang cao van dua vao dé dinh nghiia c4i goi 1 “nam tinh” hay strc hap dan, va ciing
khong phai vi ¢6 ai ddy bat dau ném cat vao mit 61, dr sao thi cling khong phai theo nghia den. Chi vi t6i nghi minh ¢6 b dang ho lao ding nghia. Ngoai
ra, ngay tir thoi trung hoc, t6i da 4p dung nguyén tic néu ban khong théng minh thi ban phai c6 than hinh dep, hai tinh chét ndy hoan toan loai trir nhau,
nhung that ra cling khdng ¢6 1y do gi ban khong thé ¢6 ca hai; Patrick Watts chéng han, thong minh va that 13, that Ia can dbi, ngay ca khi anh ta that sy
¢6 van dé vé tinh cach. C6 & Dustin Hoffiman trong b phim Ngudi dan 6ng chay marathon B mdt vi du dién hinh hon; anh ta can déi va thong minh, lai
con chinh truc nita, kiéu dan ong cod thé vac mot déng sach ¢ thu vién chay hai cay rudi. Hay, trong doi thure, 1a Alice Harbinson. Alice Harbinson that
rang 13, khoe manh va khon ngoan dén khong ngo. Hay it nhdt d6 1 hinh anh lan cudi t6i giip nang. Hai tuln I ba ngay da trdi qua. Lau im roi.

Khong viéc gi phai lo king, Toi dy dinh don it ca ning rong do vao chién dich strc khoe. T6i tuan thii triét dé phuong phéap tap luyén hing ngy ctia
Khong lyc Hoang gia Canada, moc ban chan dudi tu 4o, trude tién phai chic 13 n6 s& khong d6 40 1én ngudi minh, rdi im dong tac nam ngira, bét co
bung ngdi ddy lién tiép tim Iin va hit dat bdn lan. Bai tap nay rat tot; nhung cam tuong day khong han i mdt bai tap toan than ddy du, ding murc, va toi
cho i minh can thém mdt cai gi d6. Toi nghil minh can tang can. Toi quyét dinh danh s6 tién ¢6 tir Giang sinh dé mua thiét bi tap ta.

T6i ding bira sang lnh manh, gidu dinh dudng mua & sap béo, mdt thanh s6 ¢6 la phit ngii cdc, dau hat va mot lit mrdc ép dura Just Juice, rdi chay bo
kiéu du kich (chay ba muoi bude, di b ba muoi bude) vé phia Trung tim Thanh phd, hanh trinh nay dot nhién c6 vé dai dén kh tin, ddc bigt khi chay
b Vi 40 gi6 day huych va quén jean. Nhung ti cir vira chay vira di, doc theo nhimg con dudng trong khu dan cu ¢6 nhitng cdy thong Gidng sinh con
tro' canh |4 bi virt ra bén dudng ma nhitng ngudi thu gom réc khong thém Iy, thi thoang lai phat ra tiéng ¢ nudc ép dira khe kh. Ching may chdc toi b
dau xoc hong, tinh hinh nay chéc toi phai ren luyén stre khoe tim mach, nhung chuyén do hing dé sau. By gio uru tién hang dAu ctia t6i tang can va cai
thién tinh hinh co bap. Toi khong muon ¢6 dang ve vai u thit bip kiéu mdt v3 si quyén anh, van dong vién cir ta hofic dai loai thé na chi muén ¢ voc
déng ctia mdt van dong vién thé duc, gidng mdt cau trai du trén thanh xa kép. Néu dén mdt lic ndo do trong toi nd nang qua mire thi toi s& kim hiim qua
trinh phat trién do.

Toi dén cira hang Thé thao rdi! M hdi uét dim. Cira hing m6i md duoe mot lic. DAy c6 & 1 an thir hai trong doi t6i bude vao mdt cira hang do thé
thao, vi cho dén hom nay me van 1 ngudi mua moi mon do thé thao cho t6i. Toi kha cing théng khi di vao, nhu thé sip bude vao mdt sap ban bao
khiéu dAm vAy. Vao trong rdi, t6i kha chéc noi ndy c6 phong thay d6 nam, 13 rang i nhur vay khi thiy nguoi quén ly cira hang, trac tudi toi, ngudi chic
nich va to khoe, anh nay dang bude dén voi bd dang nhu mubn danh nhe cai khéin lau wét siing md hoi vao ngudi toi.

“Cén gitip gi khong, anh ban?””

“Chi xem th6i, cam on!” Toi néi, giong sau—]ang hon-binh-thurong, 10i di nhin xung quanh cira hang, danh gia nhimg céy vot cau long bang con mit
chuyén gia trude khi vo tinh di vé huéng miy qua ta. Ching day r6i, hai qua ta bang sat ning trich, trong hrong c6 thé diéu chinh, cho phép t6i ting can
tir tir dé c6 dang vé gidng Adonis[2], ‘nhung khong hon. Moi dleu can biét vé nhitng qué ta déu rit 16 rang, nén mot khi toi da xac dinh duoc Ia, ding
vy, ching rat ning va duoc lam tir sit chir khong phéi bang x6p polystyrene phit I6p son miu x4m va, ding vdy, t6i c6 du tién, gi chi khoang 12 bang
99 xu, t6i lién xéch ching dén chd nguoi ban hang, Chi khi toi d4 dura tién, va anh ta bo ching vao chiée tii nhua chuyén dyng do niing ri toi rdi clra
hang, t0i moi nhan ra 1 minh d4 pham mdt sai Am v cting co ban vé cong tac hau ky, d6 1a: toi khong thé xach ching vé nha.

[2] Nguoi tinh ctia nit thin Venus.

Trong hai muroi mét dAu t6i tw thuyét phuc minh 14 c6 thé lim dwoc, néu di du nhanh, va déi tay khi tii nhua siét vao thit dau qua. Nhung ra bén ngoai
siéu thi Woolworths thi diéu khong thé tranh khoi da xay ra, day tdi bi thing va qua ta roi xuéng via hé kéu Ién mot tiéng kho khdc ning né khién cho
nhimng nguoi mua sdm, chi yéu la nhimg ba me tre dang dAy con trong chiéc xe ndi, nhin t6i, i nhin vio doi ta, va t6i nhin dap lai nhu mudn néi “Prra
130 nhét miy qua ta vao gio 61 thé nayha"’Mlengda lat via he c6 vé khong hur hai gi, nhung mot trong hai qua ta dang tir tir lan vé huéng nha thudc ty
Boots the Chemist giéng nhur mdt chiéc xe tang nho, thé i t6i phai nhio t6i va Iy ban chan chan lai, diéu d6 lim cho méy ba me tré xung quanh thich
thiy, ho chi tré t6i voi nhitng dira con - “Con xem céi chu thiéu ning kia budn cudi khong kia!” T6i cAm qué ta mdt tay va rao budc di.

Toi da di dén dugc Dorothy Perkins, hon murdi tim mét niva, trude khi bude phai dung lai lay hoi tho tiép. Nhiing ¢6 bé tuél teen nhin thiy qué ta, nhe
rang cuoi voi 61 khi tdi dya vao ctra kinh ctra hang, Toi tin chéc chuyén dong ve phia trude chinh  then chot; bi quyet 1a tiép tuc di. Toi s& khong sao
néu ctr thé ditiép. Du sao thi chac cling chi con hai cay so6 nita 1a toi.

Khi ra khoi trung tam mua sdm, di qua dumlgvanhdalthanhphé va r& vao khu dan cu, t6i co thé ngélngfntlnrongwenhonna khong so bi domngo.
Chd cho dén khi hoi thé' 6n dinh, t6i bén cdm qua ta Ién, canh tay thong xudng trong gidng khi ddu cho, rdi cim diu chay doc theo con phd nhur thé dang
dudi mura bombao dan, chirmng nao ma tim con chiu noi. Toi cam thiy nhur vira moi duoc m tinh lai. Mo hoi nhé nhai va mit do bung, vai bam tim, trt
khop va dau nhire, canh tay bi kéo dai ra giong trong phim hoat hinh, va hoa van hinh thoi bang kim loai trén tay cAm ctia qua ta da héin vao long ban tay
khong tai ndo xda duogc khién ching tréng nhur bo sat, thit kho chiu. Chiéu nay ¢6 budi hoc phu dao riéng m gior t6i van chura vé duge dén nha, thé nén
t6i lai cAm nﬁy qua ta Ién, cti khom ngurdi va chay.

Cubi cting, t6i ciing da dén duge mat phia Nam ctia doi Richmond, ngon doi trai dai dung dimg trude mit, dinh dbi bi nhitng dam miy tang thip che

lap. Toi i ach hanh quén véc ta hai muroi hai mét nita truée khi ngdi sup xudng, gip ngudi lai, dwa vao tudng Nhur thé mot ai d6 da gidm manh lén phoi
61, imné phot ra nhu tGi khoai ty gion bi danh bdp v tung toe. Toi ho khong kim ndi, hoi thd nghén nghet & cai cb khat khd khién t6i bi non khan. Co
vi n6n ngodn ngot trong mi¢ng khi t6i ho ra mdt it mrde ép dira Just Juice, md hoi thi nhé nhai ld]ép mét va dong ¢ miii roi nhd giot )qléng 18 duong, 11 dot



nhién c6 mdt ban tay dat Ién lung t6i va mdt giong n6i vang én, “Bac ¢6 sao khong, bac 6n ddy chir””, toi md nt nhin lén va d6 chinh 1 Alice...
“Bac ¢6 mubn chau goi cho bac mot... Brian ddy 42

“Alice!” thd, hdn hén, “O... xin chio... Alice,” thing ngudi Ién, thd, hén hén. “Cau thé ndo roi?” o1 thor hit ra, vé xa cach.

“Té khoe, cau m6i ki ngudi dang lo ddy. T6 lai clr twong cau 3 mdt ong gia bi lén con dau tim hay gi d6...”

“Khong, khong phéi, t& ddy ma. T6 khoe, that ddy...”

Nang thiy miy qué ta, ching bi chén dudi chan t6i dé khoi nay én kin xudng doi va lam hai mdt dira tré con nao d6. “Cai gi day?”
“May qua ta dy ma...”

“Té biét ching | cai gi, nhung ma cau dinh lam gi voi ching vay?”

“D6 1a mdt cau chuyén dai”

“Cén gitp mot tay khong?”’

“Néu caucod thé...”

Nang cim mot qua ta Ien, hét nhu béng mdt con ctin nho, 1di sdi budc leo 1én ddi

Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chuéng i, Pirng Poi duoc tai mién phi tai ww.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 22

24 CAU HOI: Hegel quan niém khuynh huréng phat’ trién ctia mdt khéi niém 1 phit dinh tur than, phi dinh nay la két qué cua i dAu tranh giira cac mt
6i 1ap ndi tai, quan niém trén 1 co s& cho hoc thuyét khoa hoc nao? TRA LOT: Phép bién chimg, *#* Téi dé Alice ngdi trong phong ngti, nghe dia Ban
giao huong Brandenburg va chdm diém ké sach ciia t6i theo thang, dlern murdi trong khi minh thi di pha ca phé. That long ma n6i phong ngu dang trong
tinh trang khong duoc Iy twéng cho im. Téi chic chin la khong dé cudn b tay sang tac tho va quén l6t ndm vurong Vai trén san, nhung van khong thich
aé nang ¢ mjt minh trong phong. Ammnude khong biét bao giy m6i s6i, 61 im minh phén tAm bing viée lao vao nha tam, v nuéc vao nit, va danh ring
nhanh dé loai bo vi budn ndn. Khi t6i quay lai bep, Josh da & trong do, tu nhién lay nu6e 6 moi dun soi “Hén cau biét | c6 mot c6 gai dep dang chd
trong phong ngti ctia céu chir?” “Alice ban t¢ day 20) chaoooooo00, Alice. Phién khong néu t6 & day voi hai ban?” “Thét ra, dai khai | ching t6 s&
ban vé cong viée...” “Thdi duoc rdi, Bri, t6 hiéu ¥ cau rdi. Chi can dua c6 ning dén gip 6 khi ra v&, duoc chir? Ma ciu c6 mudn im gi Vol cai diy
khong?” va cau ta ra d4u chi vao khoe miéng t6i, chd ddy c6 hai vét nhé kem déanh ring hinh hrdi liém. “Bonne chance, mon ami[ 1]...” n6i rdi cdu ta dira
{ra - “A ma, c6 ai goi cau Ay - tén | Spencer thi phai? - nhén cau goi lai cho ga.” T6i di pha ca phé, ldy céi coe, chém hai cai banh quy cta Marcus 1o
di vé& phong ngi. [1] Bonne chance, mon ami (tiéng Phap): Chiic may niin, ban cta t6i. Alice dang ndm dai trén girong, vu vo gié nhiing trang cubn
Tuyén ngdn Cong san cta t61, t6i dua ca phé cho nang, don ly nurée duc ngau cling maly cai coc cii ¢6 hinh trang tri bén ngoai dét canh giwong, va chyp
lai trong tri nhé hinh anh méi toc nang trén goi toi. “Brian, sao khung giwong ctia ciu lai ndm sau ti 40 vay?”“To mudn thir nim girong futon.” “Phai roi
Giwrong futon. Hay.” Thé rdi nang nhin thdy nhitng tim buru thiép va anh duoc dan bing bang dinh 1én diu giwong, “Bb cau ddy ha?”“O... irm” Nang g5
tAm anh ra khoi twong, nhin vao birc anh. “Bac dep trai that.” T6i coi 4o gi6 ra, treo Ién canh ctra ti do. “Phai, ong dep trai.” Nang xem xét ki gurong
mit 6, ¢6 ging nghii ra nguyén nhén tai sao vé dep d6 lai nhay cach quing mot thé hé nhur vay, rdi cudi nhin nhé. “Céu khoéng mubn thay do 4?” Toi nhin
xuéng caia ao len w6t dAm md hdi va co nhung mang uot nhu dAu, sAm mau bén dudi canh tay, va bbc mii chd bi wét. D vay to1 van do du, e dé nbi,
“Khong, t& 6n, thit ddy.” “Coi ndo, thay do di. Té hira I s& khong lam gi khi€u khich khi cau dang thay dd d4u.” Va trong bau khong khi duoc nap day
sur khéu goi, kich thich do cau ndi cudi do tao ra, toi quay lung vé phia nang va cdi do. “Vay may qua ta dé hm Jul thé, anh ban?” “A, t& chi mudn thir tap
thé duc dé khoe hon...” “C6 co bip khong déng nghia v6i khoe manh - cu ban trai gan dy nhat ciia t¢ 6 than hinh tuyét ¢t méo mé con gan nhu
khong di bo durgc hai trdm meét...” “Cé phai cai gi c6 dwong vat vi dai khong?” “Brian! Ai ndi cho cau biét thé ha?” “Cau chir ai?” “Té ha? A, ding rdi,
chinh cau ta. D sao thi than hinh c4u ta ciing khong dén ndi ndo.” “Cau nghi viy u?”” toi hi, cam cai 4o len dai tay trrde ngue, nhu mdt nang dau e 16.
“Kiéu gy gay xurong xau - dang vé ciia hoa sitai ba Egon-Schiele...” T6i quay lung lai, trim céi 40 len mdi qua dau, va quyét dinh da dén ic d6i chit
d&. “Phan con lai cia ky nghi Giang sinh ctia cau thé ndo?”“A, cau biét do. T6t. Nay, camon vi dd ghé choi nha t6.” “Camon cau vi & moi. Cau da xir
Iy phén thit ngudi 6n thoa chir?”” “Chéc rdi. Minglis va Coltrane giri 101 cam on cau nhiéu.” “Ma ba cau khoe khong thé?” “Ha? A, phai roi. Khoe, ba
khoe.” Nang an tim anh ciia bd t0i vao tudng va, ¢d khong nhin t6i, n6i, “Hoi... ky cuc, ding khong?” <Y cau I t6 ky cuc 4y ha? Pdy 1 lan dau té ding
ma tly, chic thé.” “Nhung chuyén dau chi cé thé, ding khong? Cau thét... la King, ctr nhur cau mudn chimg t6 gi dy.” “Xin 6i. T6 hoi cang thing. Pac
biét khi xung quanh 1 nhiing nguoi...” <O, thoi di...” nang ngit Ioi. “Sao?” “Brian, thoi di, dimg bt diu bang chuyén tao lao do. “Tang 1op trén’ - tir ndy
thit ngd ngin. Ma “tAng Iop trén’ ¢6 nghiia 1 gi chir? Cai do toan & trong dAu cau thdi, nd ching c6 nghia Iy gi hét. Chiia oi, t& ghét miy vu bi dm anh
triét dé vé tir tang 1op lamrdi, diic biét & noi ndy, cau hiu nhur khé ma ndi “Xin chio’ véi bt ky ai trrde khi ho ndi ho-vo-san-hon-cau, ké cau nghe
rang bd ho 13 mdt ngudi chdt mét imnghé cao dng khéi, rang kim sao ma ho van ding nha vé sinh ngoai troi, rang ho chura bao gioy di méy bay hodc gi
do, tubt tudt nhitng chuyén tao lao dang ngd, phan I6n 1 ndi dbi, m t& dang nghi tai sao cau lai di n6i voi t6 tit ca nhitng diéu nay nhi? Thé tire 1 t& phai
cam théy 161 161 22 Cau nghi d6 14 16i ctia t& hay sao, hay cau chi cam théy hai 1ong v6i ban than vi d thoat khéi vai tro xa hoi duoc dinh san clia minh,
hay d6 1 miy céi chuyén nham nhi twr ngoi ca ban than? Y t6 1, dii sao thi chuyén do6 c6 thé 1a gi chir? Néu cau hoi t& thi con ngudi i con nguoi, ho én
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voi hay xudng ché I do tai ning va pham chét ctia chinh ho, ca stic lao dong nita, viéc d6 16 cho viée ho cd mdt cai truong ky thay vi ghé sofa, hodc
ding tra thay cho bira ti chi | mdt c4i cd, chi i trd rén ri t than than trach phan va suy nghil gid tao...” Ban giao huéng ctia Bach ding sau xudng én
diing chd cao trio khi ning ndi t6i do, thé 1a t6i néi, “Nghe nhur phdng vién tuong thudt trre tlép tir Hoi nghi Bang Bao thii ndgm nay éy nhil” “Thoi di,
Brian! Khong cong bing, ching cong bang chit ndo. Té khong phan x¢ét ngudi khdc vi thin thé cta ho, va t& mong I nguodi ta cling ddi xr v6i t6 khach
quan nhur vay.” Gio thi nang bat ngoi ddy trén girdng futon, lay tay chém vao khong khi. “V6i lai du sao thi d6 c6 phai tién ctia t¢ du, ciing cha phai do
b6 me & chdm tir tién tro cap thét nghiép ctia  nguoi khac hay diéu hanh cac xi nghiép boc 1ot strc lao dong & Johanmesburg hay gi, ho phai lim viée cuce
nhur trdu m6i kiém duoc dy, cue nhur trau biét khong,..” “Di sao thi ho ciing khong ti kiém ra toan bd, ding khong?” “Cau ndi thé 1 y gi?”” nang ngiit
0. “Nghiia 13 ho duoc thira huéng rat nhiéu, tir bd me ctia ho...” “Rdi sao nira...” “A, d6 ... dic loi, ding khong?” “Thé thi da sao, cau nghi nguoi ta
nén chon tién theo khi ho chét di a, gidng & Ai Cép cb dai dy? Boi vi t nghi viée dang gia duy nhat thit sy cdu c6 thé am vai tién bac 1 dé né lai giiap
gia dinh cu, mua cho ho sy antoan va tu do...” “Dinhien Ia vay, & chi n61 do la mot dac loi thoi ma.”” “Dat khoat d6 13 mdt diic loi rdi, vi ho dbi xir véi
16 nhu mot dac loi, ho da phai tra mot dbng thué roi ¢ ging dé Iay lai g d6. Nhung néu cau hoi t& thi khong c6 ké trudng gia hoc am sang nio hon ké
mudn chimg minh minh khong phai i trwéng gia hoc lim sang, va néu diéu d6 khong pht hop v6i b tur trdng chi nghia x3 hoi thong thuong ma sinh vién
tan thanh thi t6 xin 161, d6 1 cam nhan ciia t6. Vi t¢ ding la chan dén phat ngiy nhirng ké c6 nguy trang cho sur ghen ti cii rich 6 ranh ranh thanh kiéu
dirc hanh!” Rdi nang bong imbét, mit do bimg, camcoc ca phe 1én. “Di nhién khong ctr 1 t& dang n6i vé céu dau nhe.” “Tét nhién I khong rdi,” va toi
ciing nhAm nhap ca phé, c6 vi ding cta kemdanh réng, 10i bau 1 khong khi im ling bao trim khi ching toi ngdi nghe nhitng ban giao hudng ciia
Brandenburg. “Pay c6 phai la nhac nén trong chuong trinh truyén hinh Antiques Roadshow khong nhi?”” “Chinh 16. Tuy 14 bia album thi khong ghi vay.”
Nang mim cudi va ngé phich xudng giurdng, “Xin 16i nhé, chi 14 t¢ dang mubn trit bau tam sy thoi.” “Khong sao. To dai khai 1 cling dong y v6i cau. O
nhiéu diém,” t6i n6i, nhung tat ca nhig thir t6i c6 thé nghi dén 1 canh Mingus va Coltrance dang an nhitng bat mi soi. “T6 muén noi, ching ta i ban,
diing khong? Brian - nhin ¢ ny. Ching ta 1a ban, dong y chir?” “Phai, di nhién i ban.” “Mic dii rd rang t6 1a Nir Hoang Sheba con cau la anh thy cao
ng khoi tur cao tur dai?” “Chéc chén roi.” “Véy ching ta hily quén sach toan b chuyén nay di nhé? Chi viée quén dima tiép tuc tién 1n?” “Quén céi
g?” “Nhiing diéu ching ta vira moi.. & t¢ hiéu rdi. Thé tire i quén rdi chir gi?” “Quén hét 161, “Tot.” Nang noi. “Tot i “Thé thi... chidu nay cau
mu6n di xem phim hay am gi d6 khong?” “T6 khong di dugc - chit nira t ¢6 budi thir vai...” “Thé a. Cho céi gi thé?”“V Hedda Gabler ctia Henrik
Ibsen.” “Vai nd0?” “Vai chinh Hedda.” “C4u s& 1 mjt Hedda dep tuyét voi ddy.” “Cam on. Hy vong thé. T6 van lo khong biét c6 duge nhan vai khong.
Sinh vién nim ba déu Bim le vai d6. T may nin Bim chi c6 vai dién 1 - di sang giong Pong Luan Pon - “Berte, ¢6 hiu gai quy quai...” “Nhung ciu
phai dén cude hop nhom vao t6i nay chir?”” “Téi nay 4?” “Cude hop dau tién trong hoc ky moi déy!” “Oi Chia oi, phéi im sao day?” “Patrick rét
nghiém khic. Anh ta dic biét yéu cau t& phai dambao ciu dén hop t6i nay, hodc cdu s& phai rdi doi, anh ta bao thé.” Di nhién I anh ta chura hé n6i diéu
gi nhur thé, nhung chic chén s& ndi vay. “Pugc rdi, €ap cau 6 d6 nhé, roi ching minh s& di nhiu sau cude hop.” Nang di ngang qua phong, choang tay
quanh t6i dé toi co the nguri i thdy mii mrde hoa trén ¢b nang, rdi thi thim vao tai ti. “Lai a ban be, nhé?” “Chéc roi. Lai | ban bé.” *** Nhung khi toi
con dang nghién ngim vé cude n6i chuyén voi Alice thi Gido s Morrison hoi: “Néi cho thay biét, Brian, chinh xAc thi tai sao em lai & ddy?” Cau hoi im
61 ngac nhién. Toi ngimg nhin ra ngodi cira s, va quay sang Gido s Morrison, thy dang nga nguoi dai trén chiée ghé, cic ngon tay dan chéo dit Ién
cai bung phé. “Um, gi phu dao riéng? Liic hai gios ma thay?” “Khong, ¥ thiy B & ddy, ngay ngdi truong dai hoc ndy, em hoc khoa Van hoc Anh ding
khong? Véy tai sao em lai & day?” “Da, dé... hoc a?” “Bai vi?” “N6... co gid tri a?” “Ve tai chinh?”” “Khong phai, thay biét d6...” “Trau ddi tri thirc?””
“Da phéi, emcho 1a vdy. Trau ddi tri thire. Va di nhién 13 em thich diéu d6. Em thich giao duc, hoc tap, tri thire...” “Thich didu d6?” “Yéu thich. Emyéu
sach.” “N6i dung sach, hay chi thich so hiru mot déng sach?” “Ro rang la ndi dung 1O1...” “Vay em nghiém tic vi viée hoc hanh chir?”” “Em thich nghi
nhu vdy.” Thay khong ni gi nita, lai nga nguoi xuong ghé, canh tay dua Ién dudi ra sau, cac ngon tay dan vao nhau, va ngap. ‘Thay khong cho 1a em
nghiém tiic u?” “Khong chic duoc, Brian a. Thiy hy vong em nghiém tic. Nhung thay hoi vay i vi bai ludn m6i ddy, ‘Quan diém vé “kiéu hanh” va

“dinh kién” trong Othello’, thi, xem nao, do t&. Moi thi, ttr nhan dé tro xudng déu 8 hai, kinh khing, khing khiép...” “Da vang, thit ra em viét bai dy
hoi voi...” “A, thiy ciing biét thé, thay c6 thé thay thé chir. Nhung bai do tht sy do ec, nhat toet, dan don, lam thiy ctr ban khoan khong biét co phai
em viét that khong?” “Da, em viét that ddy, thé, thay khong thich diéu gi a?”” Thay thd da1, ngdi day va ludn | ngdn tay qua toc, nhur kiéu sap stra ké voi toi
1a thiy mudn li di. “Puoc thdi, 4, phin mé dau, emn6i vé Othello nhur thé em c6 quen biét ngudi ndy va thiy 4i ngai cho 6ng ta vay.” “Da, diéu d6 khong
ding hay sao a? D6i xir v6i ong ta nhur mot con ngudi thire sur. D6 khong phai i mot bang chimg manh mé cho tri trdng tuong song dong ciia
Shakespeare sao?” “Hay cho viéc em thiéu kha ning nhin ra ban chét? Othello 2 mdt nhan vét hu cAu, Brian &, ong ta la mdt y twdng, mot su sang tao.
Ong ta dic biét a mot sy sang tao phong phii va phiic tap trong mdt tic pham nghé thudt dic séc, nhung tét ca nhitng gi em c6 thé ndi vé 6ng ta i that
déng ho then khi ong ta c6 mot thi ky kho khin chi boi ong ta 1 ngudi da den. Toan bd nhung gi toi rit ra tir d6 1 em nghil b chip  ‘mdt diéu toi t&”.
Tai sao em lai ndi véi t6i didu d6? Em c6 nghi t6i ¢6 thé cho c¢b chap 1 mot dicu tot hay khong? Bai luan ké tiép ctia em i gi day hé Brian? ‘Hamlet -
Tai sao lai phién muon?” hay 6 khi nao 13, “Tai sao Montagues va Capulets khong thé hoa hop”...” “A, khong dau thay, boi vi sur thil dich gitta cac
ching toc 1 diéu em cam thiy c6 himg thi.” “Thay dong ¥, nhung thay phai lam gi dé xir Iy vin dé day nhi? Goi dién cho b me ciia Tago, bao ba 4y noi
dira con thoi di ha? Mia mmi thay, trén thyc &, khi thuyét trinh vé van dé ching toc, ban than viéc em khéc hoa chin dung Othello nhw m6t ké vo t0i dé
bi am thi gin nhu d3 c6 thé danh dong véi viéc phéan biét ching toc...”” “Thay nghi bai luin d6 phan biét ching toc 4 ay a?” “Khong, nhung thie long thiy
nghi n6 hoi néng can, mi ca hai cai 6 khong phai l khong c6 lién hé vdi nhau.” T6i dinh n6i gi d6, nhung khong thé nghi ra, nén chi ng6i do. Toi cam
thiy nong do mit va béi r01, nhur thé t6i mi sau tudi dAu va vira m6i te dam Toi mubn chuyén niy chim dirt cang s6m cang tdt, the 14 01 bén nhom
nguoi day, chdm qua ban cam Iy bai luan; “Da dugc, ¢ I& emnén viét lai...”” nhung thiy van chira néi hét, va kéo nhitng trang gidy vé phia minh. “Thiy
nghil bai viét ndy khong phai tir mt nguoi “yéu tri thire’, day la tac phém ciia mdt nguoi hoan toan thich cdiy trong ra vé yéu tri thirc. Nhan thire, tw duy
ddc ddo hay no Iyc tri tué, khong c6 may may nao trong tic pham ndy, nd that nong can, dao duc g, 1ong tuech, tu duy au ti, nd nh01 nhét ddy nhitng
161 | nght dai tra, nhing méu ngdi 1 d6i mach va séo 1ong. ‘Ihay nga ngudi vé trude, nhén rmy dAu ngdn tay cim bai ludn cia t6i, nhur cAmmdt con mong
bién chét. “Té nhit i n6 hoan toan déng thit vong, Thay thit vong vi chinh em [ ngwdi da viét ra nd, va cang that vong hon khi emnghi n6 xtmg dang
V6i thoi gian va cong stre t6i bo ra dé doc.” Thiy ngimg n6i, nhung t6i khong thé nghi ra diéu cAn ni, t6i chi nhin ra ngoai cira s6, chd doi chuyén nay
két thic. Nhung sy im ing ky thue rat kho chiu, va cudi cing khi t6i quay dau lai, 6ng dang nhin t6i bing anh mét “nhén tir ctia ngudi cha”. “Brian, sang
nay thiy vira c¢6 mdt budi phu dao riéng vé nha tho, nha soan kich W. B. Yeats voi mot sinh vién - mdt ¢ gai xinh xén, chic chén s tién bo, dugc gido
duyc tai mot trrdng nit sinh déc biét - va trong lic phu dao ¢6 i thay phai chay ra ngoai de ldy Ban d6 Chi dwong RAC dé c6 thé giai thich cho tro do
Bic Ai- Len 6 dau.” Toi dinh kén tiéng, nhung ong gio tay 1én. “Brian nay. Khi thdy phong vin em tai vin phong nay cach day mot nam, em lam thiy 4n
tuong vé sy nhiét tinh va say me dac biét cua mdt thanh nién tré tudi. C6 18 cb mot chit khong tap trung, mdt chit vung vé - thay ndi 1a vung vé duoe
chir? Panh gia nhur vy 1 cong bang chir? - nhung it ra em ciing khng xem nhe viée hoc tp. Nhiéu sinh vién, diic biét tai truong hoc ndy, ¢6 xu huéng
xemviéc hoc dai loai nhur mbt bira tiéc dan dum trai gai ruou ché kéo dai trong ba ndm duoc chinh phi tro cap, dé cudi cling c6 mot can hd, mot chiée
xe hoi va mdt cong viée t6t, nhung thay thire sy da cho ring em khong nhur vay...” “Em khong...” “Thé thi van d& 1 gi viy? C6 diéu gl im em xao nhing
ching? Emkhong vui, chan nan...?” Chiia oi, t6i khong biét nita. C6 dung nhur vy khong? Cam giac d6 nhu thé nay sao? C6 18 vay. C6 18 minh nén ké
v6i thiy vé Alice. Yéu ai d6 c6 don gian la mot cai e du vimg chéc cho hanh vi thiéu Iy tri khong? RS rang 1 nd diing voi Othello, nhung véi t6i thi sao?
“Em c6 diéu gi mudn ndi voi thdy khong?” Toi phai ong mdt 6 gai xinh dep, yéu nang nhiéu hon t6i timg nghi toi ¢6 thé, nhicu dén ndi khong thé nghi vé



diu gi khac, nhung ning hoan toan khong tiép nhén, ma tot lim thi chi thay 0i vui tinh, ¢ Eim thi thiy ti déng ghét, va do d6 0i nghi ¢6 khi minh sap
stra hoa dién dén noi.. “Da khong, em khong nghi vy.” “Vay thi thay cling khong bict van dé I g, boi vi hiy nhin vao diémso ctia em tir dau ndm dén
g0 - 74%, 64%, 58% va cho bai ndy, 53% - c6 I& em trd nén kém thong minh di thit ro1. La that, day khong phai I3 nhitng gi ma gido duc demdén...”

Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chuéng i, Dirng Doi duoc tai mién phi tai ww.EbookFull.Net.
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CAU HOTI: Ban ¢6 thé tim thiy hoc cau, chim than kinh loan khiic, ving Wernicke[ 1] va rdnh Rolando[2] & dau?
TRA LOI: Nio.

[1] Ving Wernicke: niim & thity thai duong, dam nhiém chirc ning ngdn ngit va tu duy.

[2] Rénh Rolando: rdnh bé niit phén chia cc thity ndo.

skoksk

Dling vy, ti dang ngay cang ngu ngde. Hay nén ndi 1 “ngu nge hon’ nhi?

Piéu nay khong phai chi do tham gia vao d6i tuyén thi Thach thirc, m con do nhitng bai giang. Toi budc vao 10 ng01 xudng, rmt sang ngoi, tinh tao, va

ngay ca khi co diéu gido khién t0i thyre sw quan tam, nhu la tho'siéu hinh, hogic sy phat trién thé tho x6né, hodic sy noi ddy cua ting Iop trung hru trong
tiéu thuyét Anh, t6i van nhdn ra ring, sau khoang mudi phut minh da hoan toan mét phurong huéng va b01 16i dén d6 nghi ¢6 khi minh dang nghe mot tran
bong da trén dai phat thanh cling nén. T6i di vao thu vién truong, n6 gan nhu dang rén ri thanh tiéng vé strc ning va sy ménh mong cua tri thire nhén loai,
va in ndo ciing xay ra hai viéc: a) t6i bt dau nghi vé tinh duc, b) toi can di nha vé sinh. Toi kén giang duong va ngi git, hoac chang doc ndi mt quyén
sach ndo vi thurdng ngi gat gitra chimg, hodic ngay ¢ trang dau da cha hiéu quyén sach n6i cai gi, hoic khong hiéu phan dan chiéu, hodc chi méi nhin céc
¢d gai & quanh phong, va ngay ca khi thit sur hiéu bai giang, t6i ciing khong biét phai n6i gi vé no, thdm chi con khdng biét minh ddng tinh hay phan ddi
nira. Toi da dugc ban cho co'hdi, hoan toan tir kinh phi cta chinh phu, & hoc nhimg tic phém kiét Xuét, bat hi, tuyét voi, va phan hoi ctia t6i danh cho
nhiing tac pham d6 khong 6 gl sau sic, qua lim chi 1 “ngdn cai chi én” hodc “ngdn cai chi xudng”. RAi trong khi mdt ai d6 toc bong murot, sang choi &
hang ghé dau gio tay phat biéu nhitng ciu nhu “N6i nghiém ttic nhé, cac ban c6 nghi la ngdn tir ctia nha tho Ezra Pound thi c6 thé doc dugc tuy hoi kho
hiéu vi nd gan chat mot cach qua gd bo vao cautruc cau khong?”’ va miic dit t6i hiéu tat ¢4 céc tir riéng 16 trong do6, “doc duoc”, “nghiém tic”, “thi” va
tham chi “gd bo”, t6i van khong biét khi sip xép chiing trong cau theo thir tw do thi cau ¢6 nghia 1a gi.

Va turong tur nhur vAy khi t6i ¢ gling doc nhing thir d6, né trd nén diic sét trong diu toi, dén ndi mdt bai tho sau séc, ndi tiéng nhur N tring ctia Shelley
da thanh ra thé ny: “Vii tru Vinh hiing/ Chéy tran trong tm kham, va cudn cudn thanh gi-gi-4y-nhanh/ Bay gios thi t5i den - bay gior gi-gi-4y-do - by gis
g gi-4y-d6-d6” cho dén khi tir ngir nat vun ra r6i tan bién thanh méy khéi. Di nhién néu ba Shelly phét hanh Ni tring dudi dang mdt dia don duong
kinh khoang muroi tam xéng ti mét thi t6i c6 thé hoc thude long timg chir mdt va ndi cho ban biét vi tri xép hang cao nhét ciia n6, nhung béi vi day 1 van
chirong, ma viin churong thi thudng doi hoi tri tué, nén t6i cha biét ti gi sit. Piéu dang budn 1 t6i yéu Dickens va Donne va Keats va Eliot va Forster va
Conrad va Fitzgerald va Kafka va Wilde va Orwell va Waugh va Marvel va Greene va Sterne va Shakespeare va Webster va Swift va Yeats va Joyce
va Hardy, that su, thit su yéu ho. Moi toi ho khong yéu lai toi.

Chuyén nay bt dau xay ra tir khi nao? Tai sao khong tim ra cach gidi quyét co chir? Rét cudc thi bd ndo ciing i mot loai co, nén t6i nghi néu minh tap
luyén dﬁy du, dé n6 phat huy tai nang, nd s& trd thanh mot nam dAm miu tréng chira protein, chic nich, hoat dong manh, phat ra dién tich. Thay vao do
61 cam gidc nhur thé d4u t6i dic nhitng chdt 4m 4m, nhop nhap, xAm xit bing beo va vo dung, thir ma ta thiy duoc gdi trong i nhyra bén trong con ga &
siéu thi. Thire té, hién gio t6i dang nghil vé néio mé tham chi con khong biét chéc ring vé mit chuyén mdn nd c6 phai la mot loai co hay khong nira. N6 1a
mit co quan? Hay md? Hay mot tuyén? Niio t6i chic chin 1 mot tuyén.

Va tdi nay néio thé hién tinh ning tuyén t6i da, tai budi luyén thi Thach thirc & can hd ctia Patrick. DAy 1 budi hop dau tién clia nam méi, ma chi con mot
thang nita 1 dén lan xuét hién d4u tién ctia ching t6i trén truyén hinh, nén Patrick dac biét d& cau, nhét 1 khi anh ta sdp stra gii thidu yéu 6 hoan toan
mGi va thii vi trong qué trinh luyén tap. Patrick d4 danh ca ky nghi Giang sinh tao ra nhitng c4i chu6ng - nhing dung cu ding tam chay bang bon cuc pin
duoc am tir dén cay Ging sinh va chudng ctra bt vit vao mdt tim gb dan vudng it 6 kich thude clia mot cai dia than n anh ta da phi cho mot Ip
son bong d6 - va anh ta tha thiét tur hdo vé phat minh mGi nay, vi toi hau nhu khong hé ¢6 thoi gian ndi cau chao va chilc mimg nim mai véi Lucy Chang,
hay hoi thim Alice v& budi thir vai thi ca doi da ngdi én ghé sofa, chudng dit trén dau gbi. Patrick 6n dinh chd ngdi trén chiéc ghé vin phong c6 chan
xoay véi mit tap gidy day cop cé nhimg thé muc luc kich ¢& 4x6, chinh c4i dén ban chidu sing qua vai, va bat dau...

“Nao, cau hoi khoi dong, murdi diém - vi thi tuéng Anh thé ky murdi tim ndo duoc dit biét danh 1 Ngwoi Binh Dan Cao Quy?”
T6i bim chudng, “Gladstone?” toi tra oi.

“Khoéng diing,” Patrick ndi. “Ai c6 cau trd 161 khac khong?”
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“Pitt cha?” Alice dap.

“Ding. Brian, trir nim diém. Ching phai t6i da ndi 1 thé ky mudi tim a2

“Phai, anh c6 noi...”

“Con Gladstone 1a nmuroi chin...”

“Dling, t6i biét...”

“Thé thi duge. Qubc gia ndo dudi day khong co duong bd bién. Niger, Mali, Chad, Sudan.” Téi nghi minh biét c4u ndy, nén bam chubng va noi..
“Sudan!”

“Khong ding,” Patrick noi.

Lucy Chang tra 14, “Tat ca, trir Sudan?”

“Dling. Vay 1 bj trir murdi diém, Brian. Tiép, dy thin kinh tién dinh, co céing ming nhii, bong, tiii bau duc ciia tai trong va ti nho déu 1a cac thanh phin
cta bd phian nao?”

T6i khong biét, nhung chéing 1 vi sao lai bam chudng,

“Brian?” Patrick |am bam

“Xin 161, t6i bAm nhim...”

“Vay thi trir murdi m diém...”

.. 101 biét, nhAm thoi ma, ngdn tay t6i bi truot...”

“.. Cautra loila g, Lucy?”

“Tai?”

“Chinh xac, tai. Lucy, em hoc nganh gi?”’

oy

“Con Brian, cau hoc nganh gi?”

“Van hoc Anh...”

“Chinh xac. Van hoc Anh. Thé nén, Brian, cau khong nghil Lucy dii ning hyc hon dé tra 16ia...2”

“Toi chic 1 c6 Ay ¢6 thé, nhung t6i da ndi rdi, ngdn tay toi bi trwot. Nhitng c4i chudng nay khéa nhay...”
“Thé d6 14 16i c4i chubng ciia t6i ha?”

“A..”

“Nhitng cai chudng thit sy vao ngay thi, cau khong nghil chiing cting nhay ha?”

“Toi chic chiing nhay, Patrick...”

“_.. boi vi céc cau 4, t6i da timg bim cai chudng do, va t6i c6 thé ndi cho céc cau biét, cau phai cue ky, cuce ky chic chin cau tra i trrde khi bim..”
“Coi ndo, ching ta tiép tuc di chr?”” Alice ndi, git gong. “Chi a em phai c6 mit ¢ noi khéc vao khoang chin gior rudi...”
“O dau?” t6i hoi, dot nhién cang thing,

“Hen ho - cau vira 1ong chira?” Nang bdp chat. Lucy va Patrick dura it nhin nhau.

“Puong nhién rdi, nhung t6 tudng tat ca bon minh s& di udng nurde, chi co vy thoi...”

“Bay gior thi khong duogc rdi. Néu cu can biét thi t& c6 budi thir thir vai Hedda Gabler,” toi thim nghi, hoi vénh mit Ién, va rdi tinh c& bAm chubng,



“Xin 16i!”

“Thit ra, em khong nghi & c4i chudng ctia em hoat dong,” Lucy Chang noi, Patrick fién gidt n6 khoi chéin ¢d, nhur thé d6 1a 16 ctia Lucy t0i nghigp, rdi ly
con dao xep Swiss Army to tir chim chia khoa choc manh vao 16. Alice va 6 licc nhin nhau mt cach d¢ phong va c6 & con lau ching t6i moi thanh
mot doi chién thang,

Sau d6, i chéing budn tré 1bi cau héi ndo nita, ngay ca nhiing cAu chéic mim dép én. Toi dé ching cho Lucy i chinh, va Alice, thinh thoang, va ngay khi
Patrick dwa ra nhiing phan tich sau cudc thi - dung hicu thang voi nhing cai chubng, luon nhurdng cho ngudi c6 kién thire chuyén nganh trong finh vre
do, ling nghe cau hoi, thin trong khi ngat 101 - thi Alice lay ao khodc va dira ctra. Mic du vdy, chi trude khi bo di, dé xoa diu, nang ndi, “A, nhén tién,
méy ngudi ban t6 t6 chirc tiéc vao t6i mai, sé murdi hai phd Dorchester, tam gio. Moi ngudi déu dwoc mdi nhé,” rdi ning cudi cao 16i voi toi, toi nghi
vay, va di khoi.

T di b v& nha voi Lucy Chang, ¢6 sbng trén doi va diing | mdt ngudi tir & dén khong ngo. Toi nhén ra Lucy | ¢d géi Trung Qubc dau tién t0i ndi
chuyén hin hoi bén ngoai mt nha hang, nhung t6i quyet dinh khong noi ra diéu nay. Thay vao d6 ching t6i ndi vé qua trinh dao tao mdt bac si, ¢6 dy rat
quan tm dén chi d€ ndy, nhung noi rat nhd, va toi phai nghiéng nguoi d€ nghe, chuyén nay lam t6i cam giac minh nhu Ong hoang Philip[3].

[3] Phu quéan cua nit hoang Anh Elizabeth I1.

“Pidu g khién cu mudn trd thanh mot bac si?”

“That ra 1a do bd me t6. Ho thuong néi réng tro thanh mot bac si 1 tham vong lon nhét ma ta c6 thé co. Cau biét déy, c&i d6 thit su tao ra chét lrong
cudc song khac bigt.”

“Ma céu thich nganh d6 chir?”

“Chéic rdi. T6 yéu nd. Thé con cau, thich vo-van-cho-churong chir?”

“O, t6 thich. Mbi t6i t& khong biét a n6 ¢6 cai thién duroc chét krong cude sdng cia ai khong, chi vay thoi.”
“Cau co sang tac khong?”’

“Khong hén. Pai khéi t¢ chi mubn tp tanh km tho.” Téi vin con dang tap ndi Ién didu nay 1én, nhung Lucy khong cham choc, di sao thi ciing khong
thanh bi. “Nghe hoi khoe khoang nhi?””

<0, khong hé. Taisao?”

“Té khong biét, giéng nhu Orwell da néi ddy; dimg trude vin tho, phén tmg tur nhién ctia nguoi Anh 1 cuc ky bdi i

“Thé 4, t& khong biét tai sao lai thé. Mot vai nguoi tranh ludn ring tho ca thire chét 1 sy thé hién thuén tiy nht biéu hién ctia mdt ngudi”
“A, phai 10, d6 13 vi cAu chua doc nﬁy bai tho cta t3.”

C6 cudi nhe nhang va ndi, “Td khong ngai doc dau. T6 chic 1a ching rit hay.”

“Con t¢ ciing khong ngai cau md xé t6!” t6i ndi, va roi ca hai yén king cd nghii ra nguyén nhén tai sao chuyén nay nghe c6 vé tho bi thé.

“A, hy vong i khong bao gio 6 chuyén do!” va chiing t6i di thém mot doan khé xa nira, ¢b ging 11 b6 161 n6i “md-xé-t6” van con dang treo lo ling
trong bau khong khi giira hai dua giong nhir mdt tiéng danh ram trong phong trién Am nghé thuat.

“Thé - c6 dang md xé cai gi hay ho vao Iic nay khong?” cudi ciing t6i bén kén tiéng,

“Hé timmach.”

“Phai rdi. Cau thich chir?”” Ong hoang Philip néi.

“C6, t thich.”

“Ma d6 ¢6 phai nginh cau mudn lim khi hoc xong khong?”

“Té nghi 1 phau thuét, du chura biét i trong finh vire ndo. Té bi giang co giira tim mach va bo nio.”

“Chang phii tat ca ching ta déu nhu vy sao!” theo c4i kicu t6i cho 1 di dom. Thyc ra ti ndi trurée khi thét sy hidu n6 c6 nghia | g, thé nén 10i n6i do
ciing chi treo lo ling trong khdng khi. Va 161, Lucy chuyén chii d€ hoan toan bat ngo.

“Alice hay nhi?”

“Phai. Phai. Chéc thé.” Chuyén nay ching in nhip gi hay sao dy nhi?



Sau mot hdi. “Rét xinh dep.”
Saumdt hdi. “Céc ciu trong c6 vé gin giii.”

A, phai, t6 tudng bon minh ciing gin giii dAy chi. Thinh thodng,” Nigac nhién va nhur dugc khich I trurée sy thin mat i t0i mdi phét hign ra giita Lucy
va minh, t6i chia sé, “Patrick that ky la nhi? Té nghi c6 khi ndo anh ta...” nhung Lucy thinh linh cat ngang, va dat ban tay Ién cénh tay t6i khé sict chat...

“Brian - t& ¢6 thé néi mot chuyén v6i cau khong? Chuyén riéng tur...”
“Tét nhién,” t6i dap, r6i chot nhin ra diéu ma 6 sip noi..
“Chuyén nay Bm t6 hoi xdu ho...” ¢6 ndi, cau may.
C6 4y dang dinh rii minh di choi! “Tiép tuc di, néira di...”
“Puoc... ri...” ¢d n6i, hit mdt hoi tht sau...
T6i nén nbi gi day? A - khong. RS rang toi phai tir chdi roi...
“Chuyén I thé nay...”
... nhung lim sao minh tir chéi nhe nhang ma khong 1am ton thurong ¢ 4y...?
“A... chi ]a khi cau néi chuyén véi t6, cau c6 thoi quen 1 phat am qué to, nhur kiéu t6 bi diéc niing hay sao 4y?”
“O. T6 hm vay ha?”
“Um, cau lﬁu nhu toan nghiéng ngudi qua, git gi va ding nhiing tir qua strc don gian, gidng nhur t6 ¢6 Von tir cye ky han ché vay? Ma t6 khong biét ¢6
phai vi t¢ “gde Hoa’ hay la ngudi My hay sao do, nhung t¢ chura bao gior ¢ Trung Qudc, t& khong noi tiéng Trung, to thm chi con dac biét khong thich
m6n an Trung Quéc, thé nén t& s& hiéu néu cau chi, cau biét ddy, noi tiéng Anh thong thrdng, phd théng, binh dan...”
“Xin 16i. T6 khong nhdn ra i da m thé...”
“Khong sao, mi khong chi c6 cau, t& bi nhidu rdi. Y t& 1y, e ndo ciing vay...”
“Té that xau ho...”
“Dirng xau ho, khong ¢ gi dau, chi 1 nghe hoi chich thuong thoi.”
“That ra t& nghi cdu phai phat &m I trich thuong!”
“Khoéng gion dau, Brian.”
“Khong, phai rdi, di nhién khong rdi.” By gidr chiing t6i d& ¢ bén ngoai Richmond House. “Thé, gip nhau 6 bira tiéc ngay mai chir?”
“Chua biét. Té khong gioi chuyén tiéc ting.”
“Nhung c6 thé.”
“C6 thé,” co Ay bat dau di lén ddi.
“Nhén tién - 1 ¢6 thé hoi cau mot chuyén khong?”
C6 dimg lai, hoi cang thing “No6i di.”
“Nio - n6i vé mit y hoc, d6 i co hay tuyén vay?”

“A, d6 1a sur tap hop ctia nhidu loai md than kinh khac nhau, tit ca déu véi muc dich két ndi, gidng nhau, nén vé mit k§ thuat ndo bo ciing i mot co
quan. Sao vay?”’

“Chi mu6n biét thoi. Gap cau ngay mai nhé.”
“Tam biét,” t6i nhin con giu tric ciia ¢ bién mét dan én doi.

Toi dang quay nguoi va chuin bi nhay c6c 1én béc thang dan Ién cira trude thi chot dé v thdy mdt bong ngudi lom khom trong béng t6i, dua vao canh
ctra trurde, dau cti xubng, chén ngay 16i ra vao. Toi dimg lai giita cac bac thang, ngudi cimg lai vi so, nhin sim soi vao ngudi dan ong do, han dwa hai



tay vubt Ién cai dau duogc cao gan nhur troc 1o trude khi ngwde Ién nhin toi. Toi sép stra duong dau true dién voi cam gidc hiéu thé ndo 1 bi trin 1t thi
cai bong toi den d6 lao ddo trén doi chin va cat tiéng ndi: “Nay - c6 em chau A 1a ai vay, Bri?”

Va rdi, dang budc ra khoi bong t6i, t6i nhan ra d6i mét séc, tinh anh ctia Spencer Lewis.
Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chuéng i, Dirng Doi duoc tai mién phi tai ww.EbookFull.Net.
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CAUHOIL: Thuong duoc st dung trong diéu‘khéc, déj kh1 duoc biét dénv VOi Fén goi da cAm thach Elorentine, loai thach cao nao trong mo, hat min,
ngdm phan tir nudc dugce hinh thanh tir 16p trdm tich x€p tang do nudc bién boc hoi laing dong tao ket tia?

TRA LOI: Thach cao tuyét hoa.
sksksk
“Spencer? Cau im cai quai gi & day thé?”

“Ty nhién muén ghé thiam cau thoi,” t6i chay 1én bac thang nhao téi 6m cau ta, va cu ta dAm vao ba vai t6i, hai dtra am dong tac ky quic ma méy théng
con trai ding khi chao nhau. “Ma chinh cdu da moi té con gi...”

“Phai, t& biét, nhung... ndy, chuyén gi xay ra voi méi toc cau vay?”

Cauta dua tay sO dAu, cai dau bi cao dén tan da dau. “Nhin giéng i vot nguc - cdu khong thich ha?” cdu ta ndi, toi dé y th?iy giong cau ta Ié nhe va lin
nhiu, chic han cau ta da xin tir lic & trén tau.

“Phai! Phai roi, n rat... tio bao. Ai cit vay?”

“Té day.”

“Vica cuge, hay...?”

“Nin di, Brideshead. Sao, t6 c6 thé vao trong khong ha?”

“Dinhién duoc,” t01 md cira Va bat dén & 161 di, lgai dL:ra chen qua nhfmg céixe dap ¢ hanh lang. Cauta trongla & nhfrng diém khéc nira, do1 mit trong
cd vé dir ton Va met moi, ¢d vét mau tim dudi miat, giong nhu vét bam. Du troi lanh gia nhu‘ng cau ta chi miic doc chiec 4o gid Harrington cili, nhau nhi
ma t6i nhé [a dong phuc ctia trudng, hanh Iy thi chi cé mdt céi thi nhira mdng ma t6i ¢6 theé nhan ra ngay, chi dung hai lon bia.

“Toi da goi dién hoi sang, ni chuyén véi mot g3 giong ké ca ndo d6,” cau ta ndi khi hai dira leo 1én cu thang,

“Do6 1a Josh, ban & chung nha vai t6. C6 Josh va Marcus.”

“Ho thi thé nao?”

“A, ho ciing duoc. That ra khong hop voi cau Bm”

“Thé ho hop véi caua?”

“Té nghi ho chéng hop voi ai du.” Ching t6i da dimg bén ngoai phong ngil. Toi mo cira.

“Thé - moi hoat dong déu dién ra & day ding khong? Tuyét...”

T6i coi 4o khodc, va ra vé tur nhién némné 1én méy qua ta trude khi Spencer nhin thiy ching,

“Ctr tyr nhién nhur & nha nhé. Cau mudn udng trd, ca phé hay thir gi nao?”

“Cé rurou khong?”

“Té nghi c6 thé cd mdt it bia tinha.”
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“Bia unha?”

“Thét ra d6 1a do Marcus va Josh 0.

“Mui vi thé nao?”

“Hoi gidng nudc tiéu?”

“Nhung ¢6 chét con chir?”

“U... &7

“Vay thi duoc.”

Va, ludng b, 61 dé cau ta & mot minh trong phong, voi va di xudng nha bép dé Iy bia. Téi ciing can udng, Chuyén dén tham ciia Spencer hoan toan lam
61 rdi loan, mdt phan vi ciu ta 16 rang ky quédc va tiéu tuy, va mot phan, t01 tw nhu, vi trong doi chura bao gio 61 tréng mong duoc cam thiy khong vui
khi gip cau ta. Ngoai ra, t6i c6 chit lo king, vico k& da de cudn s6 tay viét tho trén ban, mo ngay trang €6 bai tho xon¢ trit tinh ma t6i dang sang tac.
Dong dau tién c6 tir “bd ngue thach cao tuyét hoa”, va néu Spencer doc thiy thi t6i s& ching bao gidr viét duoc doan cudi.

RAi dot nhién nghe thiy khiic dao giﬁu Ban giao hurdng Brendenburg dugc mo 1on vong ra tir phong minh, t0i bén chyp lay cég bia va voi va quay vé
phong thi nhin thay cdu ta dang ngdi trén ban miéng ngdm mot dicu thudc 14, mdt tay cam bao dung album ctia Bach, tay kia cam cuon Tuyén ngdbn Cong
san.

“Sao, dao ndy cau la gi, nguoi cong san hay xa hdi chi nghiia?”

“T6 cho 1 mdt ngudi xa hoi chi nghia,” t61 dap, viin 4m hrong nhd xudng

“Phai roi. Thé ¢ g khac chr?”’ t6i biét cu ta thira biét su khac nhau, va minh dang bi choc gheo, nhung du sao thi t6i cling dap 1oi.

“Nguoi cong san phan déi quan diém vé tu hitu tur nhan tur iéu san xuét, trong khi xa hoi chii nghiia thi vé lao dong hudng t6i...”

“Tai sao c4i ném lai néim trén san nha?”

‘Do Ia giwong futon.”

“Phai roi. MOt cai giwong fiton. Co em chiu A da day cau a?”

“Co emchau A’ - phan biét chiing toc va thanh ki,én gioi tinh trong cung mot cum tir!” t6i ndi, dut nhanh bai tho bd ngue thach cao tuyét hoa vao ngin
kéo. “Théat ra Lucy dén tir Minneapolis. Chi vi ¢ ay goc Hoa, khong c6 nghia c6 dy 1a ngudi Trung Quoc.”

“Chia 0i, cAu n6i ding, bia ny that sur 1 nuée tiéu. Ching minh di kiém quén ruou di?”
“C6 phai 1a hoi tré rdi khong?”

“VAn con nira tiéng,”

“T6 phai doc mot sb thir trude sang mai.”

“Céau phai doc cai gi?”

“Dénh cip mon toc[1] ctia Pope.”

[1] The Rape of the Lock.

“Nghe hip dan nhi. Nhung dé sang doc, dugc chir?”

“AL”

“Coi ndo, chi di nhanh r6i v&?”

Di nhién, t6i biét minh khong nén di. Nhung cin phong nay dot nhién trd nén quéa nho va sang, va say xin ic nay dudng nhu B can thiét, nén t6i ndi dong
y, va hai dura bon t6i di toi quan rugu.

skoksk

Quan Flying Dutchman van dong ngudi khi ching ti 61, va khi ngdi doi & quay bar, t6i nhin sang chd Spencer dimg, ciu ta dang liéc nhin khéip phong
bang d6i mat do nheo nheo lai, it ttrng hoi ngan diéu thuoc 14 hoi khac voi vé cau kinh. T6i iy mot vai bia cho minh, mdt vai bia va mot vodka cho céu
ta.



“Pay 1 quan rrou sinh vién ddy 4?” cau ta hoi.
“Chéing biét. Chic vay. D& coi minh c6 thé kiém dugc ban khong?”

Ching t6i chen qua d4m dong di vé phia sau, cAm vai bia gio qua dAu, tim mdt ban trong va ngdi xudng, va c6 mot khoang thoi gian im king trrde khi toi
cét tiéng hoi, “Sao - & nha thé nao ha?”

“A - tuyét voi. That su A-one[2].”

[2] Tuyét voi.

“Thé ngon gi6 ndy dira cau dén day?”

“Céu da mdi t6; dén bt cir ic ndo, nhé chir?”

“Di nhién | nho.”

RAi c4u ta im king mdt chdc, dudng nhur ha quyét tam, rdi n6i, ¢6 vé tir nhién hoi cudng diéu, “Ma nhur t¢ ndi rdi ddy - t& 1 th virot nguc, dung khong?”
“Y caula g?”

“A, c6 thé nbi té dang gap chitt réc rdi. V6ihé théng phap luat.”

T6i cudi, rdi ngimg cudi. “Vivu gi? Khong phai vi mdt vu du da nita chi...”

“Khong, t& bi bit qué tang. Lira tién tro cp thit nghiép.”

“Cuctr di...”

“Khong, Bri, t& khong dia,” ciu ta n6i mdt cach chan nan.

“Chuyén xay ra thé nao?”

“Chéng biét - t& doan ai do at hin da chi diém. Nay, khong phai cau chir?”

“Phai rdi, Spencer, chinh t& d6. VAy sip t6i s& ra sao?”’

“Chéng biét? Chéc tly vao thim phan.”

“Cau phdi ra toa sao?”

“O, phai ri. RS rang ho s& trimg tri thing tay, nén t& phai trinh dién trudc toa vao thang t6i. Tin tot nhi?””
“Thé cau dinh n6i gi?”

“Trude toa ha? Chura biét nita. TG nghii minh ¢6 thé n6i ki Chua bao t6i im nhu vay.”
“Ma ciu van con Am viée & tram xang chir?”’

“A, khéng hin, néi chinh xéc i khong.”

“Tai sao khong?”

“Boi vi t6 bi bét qua tang”

“Bét qué tang m g?”

Cauta uéng ung we mot ngum lén vodka. “Bit qua tang tho tay léy tién trong ngan kéo.”
“Cau lai dta!”

“Brian, sao cdu ctr bao t& dua thé? Cau nghi t6 thiy chuyén nay dang dé diia Bmha?”
“Khong, y té chi la...”

“Ho c6 mit mdy quay duoc gidu trén ngin kéo, thé 13 t6 bi bét qua tang Ky tién ra khoi ngin kéo vao dém khuya.”



“Bao nhiéu?”

“Khong biét, ic nim bang, lc thi muroi bang, ddy d6 mot it tir vie khong rung chuéng dén khéch vao mua banh keo va khoai tay chién va thi linh tinh
khac.”

“The ho cling dinh kién cau a?”

“Khong, ho khong thé, vi t6 chura ky hop dong. Nhung 6 thé ni dng quén 1y khong vui ti ndo. Ong ta gitt lai mt ddng tién cong cita t6va bio néu con
gip sé dap que gio t6...”

“Thé 6ng ta nghi cau Iy bao nhiéu?”

“Chéc hai tram?”

“Thé cau da Iy bao nhiéu?”

Spencer nha khdi ra. “Hai tram nghe ¢6 vé ding.”

“Quy tha ma bt cau di, Spencer...”

“Brian, ho chi tra t& ¢6 mdt bang tam nuroi xu mdt gio, ho trong mong cai quai gi & té chua?”
“Té biét, t6 biét!”

“Dui sao, cdu la Nguoi Cong san, t6 nghi cau khong ddng tinh v6i tur hiru.”

“T6 da khong déng y, nhung déy 13 Marx ndi vé tur liéu san xuat, khong phai s6 tién trong ngin kéo tai mOt tram xéng, Vi lai t& dau c6 phan déi, du sao
t cling 13 nguoi ting hd chi nghiia x4 hoi. Té chi nghi 1, r thi, thit nhuc nha, chi vay thoi. Bo me cau bao sao?”’

“0, ho rat, rit tu hio vé t&,” va cdu ta tu mit mach nira vai bia. “Thé nao ciing dugc. VAn dé Id t& da thét su tiéu ting,”
“Nhung du sao thi cdu cling s& tim mdt cong viéc khac, ding khong?”

A, chitc roi - mdt tén trom vit thit nghi¢p, khong béng cAp vi Iy lich pham t9i. Néu noi vé thi trwong viée fim canh tranh ngdy nay, t6 hoan toan 1 thir
bo di. Mot coc nira nhé?”

“C6 I& mot nira thoi.”

“A, cau phai di Ky roi, t6 thdy hoi xau hd, vé mit tai chinh.”

Thé 1 t6i lai di t&i quiy bar iy thém mt vai nita, va chip nhan 1 cudi ciing t6i s& ching thé doc bai tho Panh cip mon toc tdi nay.
koK

Khong can phai n6i ciing biét ching t6i 1 nhitng ngudi cudi cling roi quan ruou. Sau khi goi nhiing vai bia cudi cling, Spencer dam nhén viée d6 nhing
thir con thira tir d6 ubng bo lai clia nguoi khéc vao coc clia hai dira, didu ma t6i chura timg lam ké tir hoi murdi sau tudi, thé nén lic quay vé Richmond
House, ca hai déu kha say. V& dén noi, bon t6i udng ndt cdc bia tw i mau tring duc, va mo ludn hai lon Bia Diic biét trong g6i hanh trang ctia Spencer,
deé cing véi to Daily Mirror va 6 banh kep da an mot mira. To61i ké cau ta nghe ve dip ndim moi, Alice, va thudt lai lan cham tran voi ba me }(h(’)a thin cua
nang trong beép, va Spencer tha long mdt chit, lan dau tién cau ta bat cudi, cuoi ding nghia va thoai mai, thay vi cuoi khinh bi va cuoi khay.

ROi t0i diimg Ién thay dia nhac, b6 vao dia The Kick inside (Thoi thiic bén trong), album ddu tay ddy thi théich nhung ndi bat ciia Kate Bush, va cu ta
tr6 lai binh thuong, cudi sudt bai “Nhimng ngudi dan ong voi hinh anh dira bé trong doi mat”, roi ly bd suu tap dia nhac va nhig tim anh dén trén
tuong toi ra lim trd cudi. DS lim cu ta phén tim t6i bo vao cudn bang cau ta lam cho t6i, “Tuyén tip Dai hoc cta Bri”, va ca hai say xin nga nguoi lén
céi giwrong futon nhin tran nha dang oan xuong, méo md, xoay vong trén dau khi nghe Gil Scott-Heron hat bai “The Bottle”.

“Cau c6 biét minh c6 trong ddy khong?”

“Trong cai gi?”

“Bai hat 4y - nghe di...” cdu ta b bang tay va diu gdi dén dan miy, nhén nit dimg va tua lai bang, “Nghe k§ vao...” va bai hét bat dau, ban thu 4m nhac
song, muroi sau nhip dau chi co dan organ dién va bd o, roi doc tau séo theo di€u nhac jazz vang Ién, va Gil Scott-Heron n6i gi d6 t6i nghe khong rd...

“Nghe chua?”’ Spencer ndi, giong hao hing,
“Chua...”

“Nghe lai di, dd diéc, nghe k¥ vao,” 1di cu ta nhAn nt tua la, ngung, choi, van am lugng hét o va IAn nay t6i nghe Gil Scott-Heron noi, hoan toan rd
rang, “Khic séo thoi cho Brian Jackson!” va dam dong vo tay tan thuong.



“Nghe chura?”

“R&il”

“Do la can.”

“Khiic séo thoi cho Brian Jackson!”

“Lainfra...”

Va mdt n nita - .. Khic sdo thdi cho Brian Jackson.”

“Thét ngac nhién, trude gid té chua bao gio nghe thiy.”

“Vi céu chura bao gio nghe cubn béang tuyén chon t& lam cho c’éu,‘d(;) t0i d6t nat,” rdi cAu ta bo Tai cai giuwong futon, nga lung goi RMCh Xlléng ném rdi hai
dira nghe bai hat thém mbt vai pht gi day, sau cung toi da chac rang minh hoan toan thich nhac jazz, hay soul hay funk hay bat ké dong nhac nao, va
quyet tam sau ndy s€ kham pha day du thé giéi am nhac ctia nguoi da den.

“Vay Alice 1a nguoi ma cau ham thich nhét thoi ha?” cudi ciing Spencer ciing én tiéng,

“T6 khong ham thich nhét thi, Spencer a, t6 yéu nang...”

“Cauyéucdta..”

“T6 yéééu nang...”

“Hoan toan, chiic chiin, tuyét ddi yéu nang, bing ca tri tim...”

“Té twdng cau yéu Janet Parks chir, db s khanh...”

“Janet Parks 2 mdt con bd néu dem so vdi Alice Harbinson. Alice nguoi yéu hdi chir ndo phai Janet Parks. Ai doi lai so sanh qua véi bo cau?”

“Lai gi nita day?”

“Giac mdng dém he, hdi hai, canh ba.”

“Jackson, thing dan ndy. Vay t6 s& duoc gip ¢d nang Alice d6 chir?”

“Cé I&. Mai co bira tiéc déy, néucdu con & day thi dén”

“BJ téo, can minh ndi vai 101 ting bdc cau khong?”

“Khong can dau bd téo. Té ndi rdi, Alice i mdt nit thin. Ma nay, thé con cau?”

“Thoi chira t6 ra di bd. Cau biét t& rdi con g, t6 1 16 bdt.”

“Cau phai yéu ai d6 chu...”

“Chi c6 cau thdi, bd o, chi minh cu thoi...”

“Phai 101, t6 cling yéu cu, bd a, nhung khong phai kiéu tinh 4i ling man, dinh déng dén tinh duc phai vay khong?”’

*“A, phai rdi, chéc chéin | dinh déng dén tinh dyc r6i. Cau nghi ¢ di chimg &y doan duong dén day dé lam gi chir? Chi vi t¢ mudn ciu thoi. Hon céi ndo,
cuc cung oi,” va Spencer nhdy lén ngudi t6i, ngdi Ién nguc t6i, tao ra nhitng 4m thanh am7, wét at, con ti cod gang day cau ta ra, the 1a nd trd thanh mdt
cudc vat lon...

“Coi nao, Bri, bd cudc di, cau biét thira I cau mudn...”

“Ra khoi nguoi té ngay!”

“Hon t¢ di, tinh yéu cua t!...”

“Spencer! Paul...”

“Dlmg chdng cur, nguodi yéu du hoi...”



“Ra khoi ngurdi t6 ngay! Cau ngdi lén chim chia khoa rdi, cai thing sau ruou...”

Chot ¢6 tiéng £0 cura, va Marcus dang dimg ¢ ngudng ctra, cu ta hép hay mét, doi mit chudt ding sau cap kinh phi cong bi léch, miic 4o choang ngn
vai bong mau hong ngoc.

“Brian, hai gio murdi Bim rdi, m on tit nhac gitim céi dwoc khong vay?”

“Xin 161, Marcus!” t6i n6i, bo trén san téi dan 4m thanh.

“Xin chaado, Marcus,” Spencer noi.

“Chdo,” Marcus Am bam, déy kinh 1én trén mii.

“Marcus i mdt cai tén dé thuong déy, Marcus a...”

“Marcus, day 1a Spencer, ban thin nhét cta t61”, t6i ndi, bd qua hét AmSS.

“N6i nho thoi, duge chir?”

“Puge 16i, Marcus, rat vui duoc gip cau, Marcus...” va, khi cau ta da dong cira, “.. tam biét, Marcus, thing daadaan...”

“Suyt! Spencer!”

Nhung khi nhac tt di thi chiing con gi vui nita, nén tuy ¢ chut khé khan, va mdt m6 tiéng On, hai dira Ay céi khung girong bang sat nang trinh trich ra ttr
phia sau ti 4o, dit n6 ké cai girong futon. Hai d(ra tranh i vai cau vé viéc ai s€ ngli trén do, nhung Spencer van dugc ngi trén tAm futon, vi xét cho
cing thi cdu ta cfing a khéach, con toi ndm cai giwong c6 khung sét bén trén, n¥ic nguyén quéan 4o, dudi mot chdng 4 4o khodc va khan tam, dau dat lén
mdt cai gdi vai polyester cao hai tic rudi, cam thiy san nha odn xudng va quay tron bén dudi ngudi, va lai thém mudn duge tinh ruou trd lai.

“Vay cau dinh ¢ day bao lau, Spency?”’

“Khong biét. Hai ngay duoc khong? Chi dén khi t& 6n dinh lai tinh thin? Puoc chir, b té0?”

“Di nhién duoc. Ctr & ddy chimg nio cau mudn. Ban bé dé lam gi co chir?”

“Hoan ho, bd t&0.”

“Hoan ho.”

Lc sau, t61 hoi, “Nhung bd nay, cdu khong sao chir?”

“Khong biét. Cha biét. Khong chéc. Con cau?”

“T6 khong sao.”

R&i sau mdt hdi, cau ta n6i, “Khiic sdo thdi cho Brian Jackson!”

VA 61 ndi, “Khiic séo thdi cho Brian Jackson...”

Va céu ta ndi, “Ca dam dong dién loan...”

R&i hai dira ngi thiép di.

Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chuéng i, Pirng Poi duoc tai mién phi tai ww.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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CAU HOTI: “Calumet”, mt vét thé mang tinh nghi thirc d6ng vai trd trung tAm trong viin héa thd dan chau My dugc biét t6i rong rii hon véi céi tén ndo?

TRA LOI: Chiée tAu hoa binh.
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Khoang bon gio rudi sang toi bi non mira.

On trdi t01vap chan ¢ hanh lang t¢ vao phong thm vira kip lc, nhungklntomgangnntnhm 1én chu rira, mdi wdt nhep, tai nhot Vamnray, thayhmh
anh phan chiéu ctia minh trong gwong, t6i gAn nhur noén mira mot JAn nita vi rd rang 1 chi trong mot dém toi da b1en d6i thanh nguroi thin Bn gom ghiée
mdt cach ky quiic, voi nhiing cai vay hinh thoi trai dai xudng mdt bén mit. Toi che miéng dé ngan minh thét Ién, rdi nhan ra d6 chi i dau hén cta day mit
ludi khung girong trén mit, t6i bén quay lai giudng ngi.

Pong ho reo lic 8 gio 15, hét nhur tiéng riu pha bang trong tai, con toi nam trén girdng king nghe tiéng mira quét manh vao cira so Chta biét 1a trudc
day 61 lubn cam thdy khé & trong ngudi sau mdi con say, that ra héu nhu ngity ndo ciing vdy, nhung cam giac nay that moi la; gan nhur A 4o gidc. Nhur
thé hé than kinh trung urong ctia t6i da dwoc tai thiét lai, nén mdi nhitng cam giac hoi hot nhét - mura bén ngoai, 4nh séng tir cay dén ban, miii tir lon Bia
Prc biét dang kin dudi khung girong - déu c6 hiéu ¢ 1ng phong dai ky cuc. Tét ca dAu mit thin kinh duong nhu déu hoat dong khong thoai méi va co
giat, thdm chi ca nhing cai bén trong co thé, dén ndi néu ndim im va tap trung, t6i thure sur 6 thé cam nhan hinh dang va vi tri cac co' quan ndi tang ctia
minh; phdi dang phi pho day amuot kh()1 gan mau xam vang dang toat md hoi, kiét strc dyra vao xwong song, than tim tai nhur bi bam, dau don, & mau,
rudt dudi co thét, nong ran. Toi ¢b ging ctr dong dé rii hinh anh cudi ctng nay ra khoi dAu, nhung tiéng toc sot soat trén gbi ciing bi khuech daito n,
thé nén t6i danh ndm bat dong mot bén va nhin Spencer, cdu ta dang nam cach d6 vai bude chan, cai miéng hoi ha ra, mdt vét nude mleng mau duc lam
wét gdi. Toi ndm di gan dé c6 thé ngiri duoc hoi th clia cau ta, 6i thiu, ndng nic va nong néng, Chiia oi, toi quén be:mg vu cit cai dau troc loc. Cau ta
trong giong hét phat xit; mdt gi phat xit banh bao, 16i cudn, nhung I loai ngudi xiu xa nhét, lich str da ké nhur vay. Chuyén gl xiy ra néu moi nguoi thiy
i di v6i cau ta tai bita tiéc toi nay, va nghi réng t6i danh ban v6i mdt gi phat xit? C6 & cau ta s& khong dén do ti nay. C6 1§ ciu ta s& vé nha. C6 18
diéu do 1a tot nhét.

Khi thirc day va ngdi & canh giwdng, t6i cam théy minh gidng nhw Héc- quin, ¢6 thé thue su nghe nhirng thir trong bao tir dich chuyen va ling xudng,
gidng nhur ti nhyra dyng réc chira mon sita trimg dang sui bot nhe. Y muén thay bo db t6i qua thing thin ma n6i khong phai ctr ¢d 1 Bmduoc, nén t0i
khong thay, va tham chi con khong chic c6 thé budc day giay ma khong non mira lén ching, nhung du sao t0i cling xoay x¢ duo, 101 Iy 4o khoac/cai
men va xoay X6 ra khoi phong trong khi Spencer van con g, va di b6 kén ddi hudng vé khoa Van. Mua phin roi i déu hat, va gi6 giat. Toi c6 4o tudng
lacod the doc bai tho Danh cip mbn toc khi di bd, nhung céc trang gidy da bi siing nude, va ngodi ra tit ca nhitng gi i hé thin kinh cang thing cta toi
¢6 thé dam trach chi 1 di mi khong té nhao.

Bén ngoai hanh lang giang duong, t6i dang dua lung vao turdng va chi manh hai tay 1én mit ¢6 ging tao chit séc hong thay cho méu xam thi thiy
Rebecca Epstein dang rao budc dira cong, Trong khoanh khéc, toi twéng 1 ¢6 Ay nhin thiy minh nhung da quyét dinh bo di, nhung im gi ¢6 chuyén
do, vididu d6 c6 nghiia 14 6 4y dang phot 1o toi.

“Rebecca!”, t6i la to, nhung c6 lao nhanh ra duc‘mg, cé‘ chiéc 4o nhua vinyl dugc dung dimg Ién, dhu cui xuéng tranh mua. “Rebecca...?” t0i ¢b kém tui
dung sita trang sui bot, va chay ma khong di chuyén dau.

“Rebecca, Brian day.”

“Vay a. Xin chao, Jackson,” ¢d néi ding dung,

“Cau khoe khong?”

“Khoe.”

Va chiing t61 di thém mot doan.

“Bai giang hay khong?”” t6i hoi.

“U.. m”

“V& cai g vay?”

“Cau mudn biét that hay chi mudn kiém chuyén dé noi?”

“T6 chi ¢ bét chuyén thoi.”

T6i nghii minh thiy mdt mu cuoi thong qua, nhung c6 & 1 tudng twong vi didu tiép theo ¢d 1n6i 1: “Cau khong phai dang di v& hudng giang duong sao?”
“A, t¢ dinh thé, nhung kiéu gi 4y, t6 khong chic 1a c6 stre di nghe giang..”
“Chuyén gi vay?”

“Céu thue sy mudn biét hay cau chi...?”

“Sao ciing duogc, cu trong nhu chét roi dy.”

“Té cam thay nhur chét r6i vay.”



“Tot. Té mimg”

C6 ¢6 céi vé thir dich. Dinhién lic ndo ¢6 ciing ¢6 vé thit dich, nhung hom nay thi nhiéu hon. Ching ti i b thém mdt doan, i chi di déng sau, va théic
méc lam thé ndo mot nguoi chan ngan lai c6 the xoay x& di nhanh hon t6i nhicu nhur vay.

“Becs, cAu van con gin t& a?”

“Becs? Becs 1a dira quai nao?”

“Y t& | Rebecca. Ma ciu van con gian 4?7

“Khong gian. Mbi toi... bi that vong.”

“Chua o1, khong phai cau cling thé chir.” Lan d4u tién c6 nhin thing vao mit ti. “Hinh nhu dao gin day t& chi im cho moi ngudi tht vong, Té khong
biét tai sao. Té cd ging rat nhiéu dé khong khién ho phai nhur vy, thit sw da c¢b.” C6 dimg lai khi nghe t6i do, va ching t6i dimg trén dudng dudi nira
mot ltc trong khi ¢6 nhin ti tir dau toi chan.

“Céu c6 biét i mit minh xam xit ca roi khong?”’

“Té biét.”

“Ma cdu ¢ cai g tring tring & khoe miéng kia kia.”

Toi ly tay 4o khoac lau di va ndi, “Kem danh ring.” Du chéing biét c6 phai viy khong. “Nay, cau in sang chura?”

“Thé con budi hoc cta cau?”

Toi nhé dén cam két ctia minh, tham du moi budi hoc néu c6 thé, nhung Rebecca c6 vé quan trong hon nhitng cam két do, thé 1a t6i bén ndi, “TG nghi la
s€ khong dén 16p nita,” c¢d suy nghi mdt chiit roi ndi, “The thi di,” va ching t6i di xuong doi.

Hoi n6ng va diu md tir mon diémtamdac biét tao thanh khoi md trén cira s quan ca phé, dong thanh giot trén ly lanh, va nho xubng thanh viing trén cai
ban mi ca mau do ching toi ngdi. Rebecea va t6i kiém duge mdt cai ban nho, goi mot ly tra cho co Ay, va ca phé sira, mt lon Coca, mit 6 banh mi thIt
ngudi gion c6 nuoe x6t ndu va mot thanh s6 ¢6 la Mars cho t61. Rebecca ]ay ngon tay v& nguéch ngoac 1én man hoi trén cira 50, trong khi ti ndi, «

4y bi bét vi lira tién trg cAp tht nghiép, ca nhéan t6 thi thiy that thai qua. Y 6 1, cau ctr thir nghi dén nhitg khoan tién kéch xti mi céc doanh nghlep ta1
phiét da Iira tron thué, c6 ai da dong toi dau...”

13 Um ”

“... Gi chtr, hai muroi ba béng mt tuan thi déng bao nhiéu? Ai ma song duogc véi sb tién d6. Ma ho trong doi & ngwoi ta céi gl ddy, néu ngudi ta chéing c6
ndi cong an viéc lam dang hoang,..?”

.. T6 mubn thay miy ga trong cai dang Bio thi khon kiép Ay phai song dua vao s6 tién do. Disao thi t6 ciing lo 12 cdu ta s& hoi muon tién, vi t6 khong
the xoay xO cho cdu ta muron duge, véi sb tién trg cap hoc hanh & mirc ndy...

.. N6i dén day t6i ngimg lai vi nhan ra dong chit “Ctrunru t666i!” ma Rebecca dang viét ngwoc trén 1op strong mo trén cira s0.
“Xin 16i. T& m céu chan im a?”

A, Jackson, cu hiéu t roi ddy, thwong thi t¢ cha thich gi hon I tranh luéin vé chinh sdch xa hoi cia déing Béo thii vao bubi sang, nhung chi i, lic nay
thi n6 khong thit sy 13 mit van d€ quan trong. Ping khong?”

“Ding, t6 cho 1 viy.” t6i hit mdt hoi sau. “Xin 161 vé chuyén démno.”

“Ma cdu c6 biét chinh x4c phai xin 151 vé chuyén gi khong vay?”

Minh biét khong ta? “Khong, khong chinh xéc.”

“Vay day ciing cha phai ki mot 1i xin 16i thyre sur nhi?”

“U. T6 nghii vay.” Nhin lai téj hém do, t6i cho ring ciing giéng nhu khi ban bi pﬁc ket trong mot cudc 4u d4 say xin bén ngoai quan rugu vao mot dém
thir Sau; h1c d6 that thu Vl, song dong va so hai, nh}mg sau déy, thi ban con chang bié‘t chac aida lam girvc'n' ai, tham chi ai [a nguoi chadm ngdi nita. Toi
dinh truyen tai sy twong dong nay cho Rebecca biét, nhung chic cha ai thich bi ndi rang viée hon ho giéng nhur bi danh nhir tir bén ngoai quan rrou, nén
t6i chi noi, “Cau biet do, t¢ chi coind 1a chuyén binh thuong,”

“C4i g binh thwong?”



“Cau biét do, t¢ ding la kém coi”
“Oi gidi, 4, cau cha té hon t& dau.”
“Té6 t& hon cAu nhiéu.”

“Cau khong...”

“T6 thi...”

“Khong, cau khong...”

“T6, t6's9...”

“Pugc roi, Jackson, chung ta khong néncd thuyét phuc nhau nhu vy, dugc chir?” va cd nhim nhap tra, hinh nhu nhai né nita, i i, “Nay, t¢ da hoi
say va pham sai lam, “hiéu sai céc d4u hiéu’ hay céu hiéu sao ciing dugc, va t6 15 rang la khong gin cau, that sy t& chi hoi ngai. To khong thuong lam
cho ban than...” v ¢6 cuoi chua chat ... ton throng, tir d6 c6 ding khong nhi?” > Rdi ¢6 kiém du ngon tay, ding né dé quét nhing méu vun ctia 6 banh
mi thit ngudi trén dia ti. “Chura ké t& khong chic minh s& hoc cach yéu mdt lan nita.”

Cude dbi thoai 5 rang dang chuyen sang mOt khia canh riéng tur moi me va kich thich tri to md 10i dy, t6i bén nga ngudi vé trude va nghiéng dau tira
vao cdi cira s6 amu6t theo kleu mé 6i tin i thé hién trang thai bang khuang, rdi ha giong hoi, “Vay 14 cau da c6 nhitng trai nghiém khong hay, trong qua
khr, vé mit tinh cam rdi a?”

Rebecca dimg lai, cdc tra dimg lai & nira chimg dén miéng, ¢6 nhin sang hai vai minh, “Xin 16i, nhung cau dang ndi chuyén véi t6 dy 42

“Hoi that long ddy.”

“Viée qudi gi dén cau. Cau mudn 6 ndi gi nao? Chi vi bb mii khong chiu cho t6 mot chi ngya con? T& bi say, va t6 thém mudn mdt chit v&, gi nhi, tiép
xtc thin xac, 161 t¢ tan tinh, va bi tir choi. Chuyén chang c6 gi to tat. Nhitng nguoi & cho chét tiét nay co doi tur budng tha chét tiét khong co nghia 14 t&
cling vay...”

“Té nghil cau rta hoi nhidu.”

“Nham nhi, t6...”

“Té cho i néu ltic ndo cau ciing ria thi hiéu qua ctia miy cu ria s& giam di ddy.”

“Ma cau Ia cai quai gi co chir, C6 Bao Mau Mary-Poppins quai quy a?” co noi, nhu*ng kh& cuoi, chi it d6 ciing 1 diéu t6i hy vong. Rdi ¢b nhép tra, nhin
ra ngoai cira s, va n6i bang quo, “Du sao thi, néu cau mudn biét, moi quan hé cudi cling cua t& két thic trong mdt phong kham tu chuyén pha thai,

nén... ... dii sao thi, t& hoan toan khong thoai méi va phéng ting vé nhirng chuyén d6 nhu miy ngudi khac dugce. Chi thé thoi.”

To6i khong biét phai phén (g ra sao véi chuyén nay. Hay n6i khac di, t6i biét cach thirc phan tmg tir quan diém chinh tri, nhung chi khong chéc lim sao
de phan g theo kiéu nguoi. Toi khong bict phai thé hién gi trén guong mit. Co 1€ khong nén qua u ril, khong nén lam chuyén thanh ra to tat.

“Han la ai?”

“MOot gi & qué 6, t6 da sai am khi quan hé véi hin. Khong phai ngudi cdu quen dau,” ¢d ni, sdm soi cai khin an dang dugc cudn tron ciia toi.

“Ma hiin bo roi ciu vi cau...?”

“Khong, di nhién khong A, ciing khong phéi ngay lap tirc. Khong phai viy. Chuyén phirc tap lam...” c6 tho dai, liéc nhin ti, rdi nhin c4i khén an. “Thang
ay tén la Gordon, hoc cting I6p Séu voi to. Tinh-yéu- dAu-dich- thyre, toan thir vo van. Ching t6 cap bd v6i nhau khoang sdu thing, cing nhau vurot rao
vao mia hé ndm do, sau ky thi ot nghiép phd thong trung hoc, rdi danh mot ndm ra nude ngoai song, cau blet do, song thir xem thé ndo, xem ching t¢
co mubn nhur vay khong, dai loai thé. Roi ching t di vong quanh chiu Au, ngim canh, ngu trén bai bién, nem tht ca nhing glac o tinh yeu clia tudi tré,
10i dang trén duong di TAy Ban Nha thi t6 ¢6 thai. Thé 1a ching t6 ban bac voi nhau, quyét dinh phéi lim gi, rdi quay thing vé nha, giai quyét hdu qua.
Hin 16i 4 hai dira s& cing nhau trai qua chuyén d6 va s& ¢ bén canh t& khong rdi, hén da lam nhu vay that. Nhung chi trong mot tuln rudi. ROi Cau

biét roi d6.”

“Con cu, ciu c6 yéu héin khong?” CO cau may, biu moi, nhung khong tré i, chi nhin ra ngoai cira s0, roi nhin lai c4i khan &n. Toi khong biét noi g,
nhung cam thay minh nén néi gi d6. “Um té chic 1 lac d6 ciu da lam ding.”

Rebecca quéc it 18n nhin t; “Brian, t& biét minh da hm ding, Té khong yéu cAu su tan thanh cta ciu...”
“Khong, t& biét ma...”

.. ma khong can bt dau ndi c4i giong ddy déu...”



“Gipng nao?”
“Cau biét thira con hoi. Cau biét khong, céi chuyén phé thai 4y mi, n6 xay ra nhiéu, nhiéu hon cau tudng ddy...”
“T6 biét ma...”

“*... i lai phy nit khong phéi ai cling thu minh lai dau kh6 déin viit vé chuyén d6, khong phéi ai ciing chui vao mdt gbc véi cudn tiéu thuyét Lo chudng[1].
Hau hét phu nit déu cé the tiep tuc song sau nhiing chuyén do...”

[1] The Bell Jar i cudn tiéu thuyét, ban ty truyén ciia nha tho, nha vin My Sylvia Plath trong d6 nhén vat chinh bi trim cam, suy sup trong cudc song va
c6 y dinh ty sat.

“Té chic 13 thé...”
« .. thoi dbi d@ tainhé?”
“Puoc roL”

“Thanh s6 ¢ la Mars ddy ctia cau 42" ¢6 hoi, va toi hoi lo Eing mot chit, vi khong tai ndo nhé ndi liéu ching toi co phai tiy chay s6 c6 la Mars khong
nira.

“Thé thi dura day.” T6i kinh can dua, va ¢d 4y cin mdt miéng, nhai mot hai cai gi d6. “Sao d6 an thirc udng clia ciu céi gi ciing nau thé ha? Té chra bao
gio thay nhi¢u d6 an ndu nhu thé. Thinh thodng an mdt it trai cay hay rau qua s&€ khong hai gi dau, cau biet chur...”

“CAu ndi gidng hét me 16, t6i n6i.

“A, ba 1a mit phu nir sang sudt. Cau nén nghe 101 ba. Ca t& nira.” C6 can thémmdt cai. “The, cau da gap chira?”’ ¢6 ndi, mom day thirc an.

“Ai? Me t& 477
“Khong, khong phai me cau...”
“Thé thi ai?”

“Cau biét ma; Co A Toc Vang Quy Quai Farrah Fawcett dy.”

“O, chi d6i lan thoi.”

C6 cén thém mot miéng nita, rdi ném thanh s6 ¢d la qua mat ban phia toi, dAu bi cin cdm mﬁng, “Ma c4u van con... thich c6 4 a7
T61 nhén ra nguy co ké can sa'ip bi mot cai thia uéng tra choc vao mit, nén bén lua 101 cAn than, va chi ndi, “Té nghi vay.”

“Ma cdu cho [ ¢b nang nghi sao vé cau?”

“T6 nghi ¢6 Ay thiy t6... thil vi.”

C6 nhin t6i, chéc dinh n6i gi d6, nhung rdi chi nhin ra ctra s6, lai bit dau v& én chd hoi nude dong trén mit cira s, mdt niit cuoi. “Thi vi Ay ha? Oi gioi,
that cam dong khi cdu kién tri dén the, t& cho 1a vay. Bi linh damma van kién tri. Rat... gan da,” c6 noi, biu mdi.

“A, &. Thue long ma noi, t& khdng cd nhiéu Iwa chon trong chuyén nay cho Bm”
“Oi, Brian, khong dau, luén luon c6 lwa chon ndo dy. Cau uon ¢ co hdi chon trds thanh hodic khong trds thanh mot ké ngu ngbe hoan toan va triét dé.”
skkk

Khi vé nh vao lic gin trua, t0i théty Marcus dang khda cira trude dinh ra ngoai. Toi i nhanh niip sau mot bude tudng va con dinh chay di, nhung
khong kiém soat duge doi chan, hon nita ciu ta da nhin thay t6i, va dimg doi & dau béc thang, gd nhe vao long ban tay bang mdt truc can vo hinh.

“Xin chao, Marcus!”
“Chao, Brian.”
Toi ¢b vurot qua ciu ta dé tdi trudc cira tranh con mira phim, nhung c4u ta khong nhiic nhich.

“Xin 16i chuyén t6i qua nhé Marcus,” t61 noi, ) hep hoi nho mon...



“Cau biét 16 1 khéch qua dém khong dugc phép vao co so cta truong dai hoc chir?

“Phai, t& biét...” 01 ni, By cap kinh phi cong ctia cau ta ra...

“Y t6 I, Josh va t& ciing c6 khi mudn moi ban & lai, nhung chiing t& da khong lam vay, vi ton trong ndi quy ctia trurong dai hoc...”
“T6 biét, Marcus...” t6i ndi, bé d6i ciip kinh mdt cach tai tinh ngay chd ni hai trong kinh.

“Vay anh ban cdu dinh & day bao lau?”

“Khong biét. Hai ngay nita dugc chir? Chi cho t6i khi cau ta binh tim lai thoi...” t6i ném cap kinh gy xubng dat, [y chan nghién nét...
“Té thiy chéc phai liu hon hai ngay dy...”

T6i nhin én cira s6 phong ngii ctia minh, lo Spencer van con nim trén giudng, dang ling nghe, rdi ha giong d& nghi, “Ngay mai duoc chir? Mai cau y s&
di. 2

Marcus can nhic k¥ hudng, cudi clng thy d& nghi d6 chép nhan duoc.

“Thdi dugc, ngay mai. Lau hon Ia khong duoge dau déy,”y céu ta ndi, di ngang qua cham vao ngudi toi, con toi dinh co chan dap 1én phan dudi cot song
cau ta va x0 cdu ta ngd xudng day bac thang bang da chét quach di cho roi

“Chiic mit ngay vui vé nhé!” t6i noi.

Trong anh sang gan trura xam xit, phong ngi 61 trong thét bira bai voi khung giwdng ngl, vo boc cta méy album nhac, 40 khoac va ném, chén bong vit
va khin tim dm 4m. C6 i rrou va amoniac thoang thoang, cam giéc chi can toi hit thudc 1 budc vao phong I cin phong s& nd tung trrde it ngay,
thé 13 t6i mo toang cra sq bat (’:hapq troi mura va bat cai dén trén dAu dé xem Spencer con chui ric trong chdn hay dau d6 khong. Céu ta khong c6 ¢ day.
Thay vao d6, mjt mau giay nhin d€ trén ban, chit viét nguéch ngoac trén mdt mau giay A4 c6 dong ké.

“Ra quan rugu. Gap saunhé.”

Dong ho du lich dé trén b 1o sudi chi 11 gitr 55 phit. K& dong hd | mdt chong tién & t0i da dée hét trong ti ra tbi qua. C6 khoang bon bang nim
muroi lamxu, nhung t6i s€ dém lai, ngd nhd nham

Bén bang nim muroi xu.

Va 61 khong biét diéu gi khién minh thdy budn hon, cai y nghi Spencer dang & quan ruou trude budi trra, hay viée t6i kiém tra xem cdu ta c6 chom tién
hay khong,

Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chuong i, Pung Doi dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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CAU HOI: Céc 1B hoi Hy Lap - La M2 bi mit lic ban dAu chi danh p'éng cho phu nr, sau do chép nhan dan 6ng tham gia, sau d6 bi Vién Nguyén Ao
La Ma ban hanh énh cam vao nam 186 trudc Cong nguyén vi cho rang ching ¢ tinh chat an choi trac tang duoc goi la gi?

TRA LOI: Bacchanalia.

sk

C6 mit nguyén tic co ban, ban s& biét mdt budi tiéc bi lim nguy khi ngudi ta bt dau choi nhimg ban nhac qua quen trong kich hay phim

Khi t6i ngudng cira sb 12 phd Dorchester, Spencer va toi c6 thé nghe 1 rang bai “Nhanh Ién ndo, ST quan Krupke” trong v& Cau chuyén phia Tay om
som tir dan am thanh n6i trong phong khéch, dém theo nhiing giong nam pho trwong thude 10 au lau, va méc du tdi thich nhac kich cua nha hat
Broadway chang kém gi gi dimg ke bén, nhung cai gi cting phai tity e tiry cho. Ngoai ra, dimg ke t6i trong truong hop nay Ia Spencer, chéng yéu thich
gi san khau nhac kich, gi dang nhin t6i bat an.

“Céu c6 chic khong?”

“Néu ho md Tau toc hanh Anh Sao, ching minh s€ di vé. Pugc chir?”’ va r6i canh ctra md ra bdi Erin Mat Meo.


http://ebookfull.net

“Xin chao, Erin!” t6i x0i 161,

“Chao, Brian,” c6 nang tho dai.

Khong ai nhiic nhich. Téi thdy it ¢6 ning nhin hrét qua c4i dau troc ciia Spencer.

“Pay Ia Spencer, ban to!”

“Vao dugc ch?” Spencer hoi.

“Hirm,” Erin n6i, 10 rang khong biét 1 c6 duoc hay khong, t6i bén gio chai rurgu va bon lon bia 1én nhur khich 18, va cubi ciing thi ¢6 4 ciing chiu mo cira.
“Bép ¢ kia kia,” Erin noi, trude khi i vé Phia Tay Khac nghiét Ctia New York, noi béng déng Jets[1] lich lam, ra dang nam nhi dang duoc khic hoa boi
ba thang con trai khoa Kich qua khich, giy nhom, vé bo‘n cot. That dang khen, Eric lay Cau chuyén phla Tay ra khdi dan am thanh n6i, thay bang nhac
ctia nhém “Sly va Family Stone”. “Oil Nhung ban ké tiép 1 “Toi thay xinh dep’!””, mot thanh vién Jets rén ri hon doi, t6i thdy Spencer Ca Map lic lic

dAu va dua tay Ién mai toc da timg c6 ¢ do, toi c6 cam giac chic chian minh da den dy mdt bita tiéc voi khau sing sian da nap dan va Ién dan sin.

[1] Jets: mdt bang dang trong v nhac kich Cau chuyén phia Tay, thanh vién thuong 1 ngudi My gbe Y hodc Ailen, 1a ké thii ciia bang Sharks, bang
dang goc Puerto Rico.

Quay vé nha sau khi &n sang véi Rebecca, t6i kiém tra xem Spencer ¢6 chom tién hay khong, rdi quyét dinh viét vai | dong trong quyen s ghi chép tho.
Trén mdt trang moi, ddi dién voi bai tho “bd ngre thach cao tuyét hoa”, toi viét: hoi nude va miy dong lai trén cira s quén ca phé gin kinh day. mén
diém tam dzic biét.

... 101 toi thiy mét, nén quyét dinh t;éy nhiéu 1 da cho hom nay roi. Toi 'Ehl,l’c sur can kiét nang hrong rdi, nén bén ném dai trén tAm futon, bét dfiu doc Bai
ca nguoi thity thi gia, va chi doc dén doan “Do 1a mdt...” trrde khi hoi am va sirc nong vira phai tir 10 suroi chay bang gas lam t6i chim vao giac ming

say sua.

Téi tinh gidc trong anh chidu ta 4m dam, van méc nguyén do, nhé nhai md hoi va miéng dinh chit vao nhau, thiy Spencer dang ngdi géc chén lén ban,
doc Coleridge.

“Sao 101, Ngudi Bep Ngi Trong Rimg?”

“May gioy 10i?”

“Khoang bbn gidr chir gi?”” va 16i lai xuat hién, su dan vit nudi tiéc thurong nhat vi d ling phi thém ca mdt ngiy dep troi Nhleu khoang thoi gian tuyét
nhét trong doi t6i da troi qua theo cach do, dac bict I nhimng ky nghi he da; rd rang la nhimg thang ngay tudi tré néng ndi, nhimg mia hé kéo dai, nong
nyre 8ma, tit ca déu bde hoi trong trang thai ué o0ai chénh choang men cta nhiing Jan kho & sau con say va di lanh quanh Woolworths, nhitng gidc ngi
trura dén nhire daur, nhirng lan kéo min xuéng xem mdt cudn phim den t6i murdi Bim Jn, nhimg cude ci va vat vinh va mat sét trong con say xin, thirc an
goi demdén va gidc ngl chap chon r6i lai trai qua con nbn nao kho6 chiu sau moi lin say xin va roi quay lai Woolworths. Chéng phai t6i da ha quyet tam
ve tht ca nhimg chuyén nay? Khong phai toi can chim dirt tinh trang d6 ngay bay gio sao? Toi da muroi chin tudi 16i; khong thé cir dé cude doi troi qua
tam tay nhur thé. Thé tai sao lai tai pham? Toi durt khodt d6 16i d6 cho Spencer, nén ngdi ddy git gong,

“Ai cho cau vao?”

“MOot g toc dai mic 4o gi Ié nhung.”

“La Josha?”

“Tén Josh ha. Khong than thién Em nhi.”

“Cau thi than thién im diy 42”

“Chéc 1a khong, Sao, t6 nén nhur viy 2"

“A, t6 phéi song cing nha vi cu ta, nén...” Spencer khong n6i gi, chi ném cudn Coleridge lai ban toi. Toi théy phéing phat mii bia, thubc i va md hoi.
“Thé cau da di nhitng dau?”

“Pén quan ruou. Poc bao. Dao qua cac cira hang”

“C6 mua duoc gi khdng?”

“Bang c4i gi chr?” C6 & bang chinh cai ma cau da mua bia va thube 14? Toi nghi thé, nhung chi hoi:
“Thanh ph6 dep ha?”

U, phai 101, va cAu ta cha tay [én mt.



“Thé... am gi bay gio?”

“A, t6i nay c6 tiéc, kha hay ho dy, nhung trude tién t6 phai im méy viée c4i da...”

“Khong, ciu s& khong lam thé dau.”

“Spencer, t& phdi...”

“Thoi duoc, t6 s& chi ngdi day doc gi d6 thoi vay.”

Nhung t6i phai ra khoi can phong niy, cang sém cang tt, nén toi bén ddi y... “hay bon minh di xem phim di?”

Thé 1 ching t6i di xem phim suét 5 gio 15 chiéu, phim Amadeus, mot sy khai thac tuyét voi va sau sic vé ban chét cta thién tai, trong khi Spencer ngi

Suot.

*kx

Chuyén dugc khudy dong Ién, theo dung diéu cta nd, khi hai dira dén quéan ruou. Chiing toi tranh cii xem nén chon bai hat ndo & may hét t dong,
phung phi nAm miroi xu vao may danh bac, 161 ngdi & mdt cai ban nho va lai cudi ndi. Spencer ké 1a Tone da gia nhip Dan quan.

“Céunoi dia...”

“Khong hé...”

“Nhung cau ta i mot thing dién khing..”
“Ching hé gi. Ho thich nhitng thing dién khing...”
“Thé ho s& vl trang cho céu ta?”

“Sém mudn ciing phéi thé.”

“QuédA x4 fidu.” ching t6i dong thanh n6i, v t6i nhéin ra minh d& khong n6i “Quéa4 x4 liéu” u im roi. Spencer ké tiép, “Di nhién ban dau ho chi huén
luyén cau ta ngdi Ién nguc va danh ram vao mit quan thu...”

... hay tron sau ng hén rdi xoa xoa qua dim that manh vao dinh du hin.”
... 10i nang thiét bi &m thanh ndi ctia ching...”

“_. quy tha ma bt cu di - Ha si Tone...”

... vii khi t6i thurong cudi cing...”

“Thé gi6i tyr do s& ngli yén trén girong minh,” rdi Spencer tu tmg we cde bia, ndi thém, “tdké cho nghe, cau biét chuyén gi moi ding 1 budn cuoi
khong? Cau ta co thuyet phuc t& gia nhdp. Hinh nhu nghi 13 can mdt chit trat tur va ky ludt trong cudc song ctia td.”

“Bj du ha?”

“Chéc rdi. Bo ca dip cubi tuin & mdt cai léu ndng nic miii danh rim & Cénh dong Salisbury[2] véi mit dam mé sing dan ting ho dang Bao thi. Day
chinh 1a cyc-hinh-cyc-khing ma té can.”

[2] Canh ddng Salisbury ¢6 ky quan ndi tiéng 1 vong tron d4 Stonehenge doc ddo moc trén canh dong,

R&i t6i nhin ra co hdi da dong dén chuyén khong bi phat hién, nén bén tiép tuc mim cudi hoi “Vay cau cb nghi dén viée tiép tuc hoc 1én cao ding
khong,..”

Nhung Spencer nhin ra ngay va dap, ‘Ngdm miéng di, Bri...”

Khong tir t&, nhung ciing khong qua dang, chi c6 vé chan nan. “Dii sao thi trrdng dai hoe ciing chi i mot thir Nghia vu Quén sy cho tang 16p trung hru
thoi.”

“Con t6 thi sao? Té d4u phéi tang I6p trung fru.”
“Cau ] tang I6p trung hru chir gi nira...”

“Pay, t& dau phai...”



“Phai, chinh thé d4y...”

“Me t& kiém dug it tién hon bd me cau déy nhé...”

“Vén d& khong phai chuyén tién nong, hiéu khong? Ma vé thai do.”

“Thét ra, v& Iy ma n6i thi vin d& 1 ai s¢ hitu tur iéu sén xuét...”

“Thang dan nay, vin dé 1a thai do. Ké ca me cau co g cau dén mo than thi cau van thudc tang 16p trung hru. D6 1 do nhitng gi cau noi, nhungquyen
sach cau doc, bd phimma cau bt t& ng01 xemctng, d6 i cach cau tham gia vio chuyén da ngoai cua trudng va vung tién cho nhitng quyén sach day
tinh gido duc va buu thiép thay vi thudc 1 va trd choi dién tir, d6 1 cach cau hoi mua hat tiéu bic & cira hang ban ca va khoai tay chién...”

“Té chua bao gior am thé nhé...”

“Cau da am thé, Bri! Lic Ay t& ¢ canh ciu mi.”

Thét ra, chuyén khong phai vay, tri nhd ctia toi qxéch réng t01 da khong hoi mua tiéu den, t6i da chon tiéu den, vi ho c6 ban sin & do, nhung that chan khi
ctr phdi n6i di n6i lai chuyén do. “Vay céu cho rang chi vi ai d6 thich doc sach, hodac muon hoc gi d6, hoéc thich tiéu den, thich rrou hon bia hay céi gi
d0, ho s€ 1a nguoi trung hru?”

“U, khong it thi nhidu...”

“Vis& c6 ngudi nghi ring Bmthé ¢6 & 1 vo diia ca ndm..”

“Nghe nay, Bri, sy that la cau tur coi minh 1a nguroi xa hoi chungh]a nhung néu ciu trai qua cude cach mang Nga, va Lénin giao cho cdu hanh hinh Nga
hodng cling gia quyén 6ng 4y, con Au cau méi Bm duoc. Céu biét tai sao khong? Vi cu con mai ban ve vin con gii ciia Nga hoang...”

sksksk

Tét ca nhing tan du cta sy khé ¢ trong nguoi sang nay bién mit sau cc bia thir ba, va mdt lan nira t6i duoc phen stmg sot trude st manh tri liéu va
phuc h01 ctia bia. RS rang, budi tiéc nay | mot co hoi Ién dé t6i thic day quan hé v6i Alice, toi da suy nghii nhiéu va k§/ cang vé cach thire xir s, i di
dén quyét dinh chién hroc a Pha phach va Xa cach. D6 a khau hiéu ti nay. Phé phéach. Xa cach. Do d6 quan trong i khong duoc say qué, thé 1 mbi
dira &n c6 ba goi khoai tay gion voi mot it dau phong rang dé c6 chit dam, rdi truc chi dén bira tiéc.

Khi ching t6i dén s6 12 phd Dorchester, budi tiéc 16 rang & giai doan khong-6-thi-di-ciing-duoc. Liée nhanh qua nha bép ciing da thiy danh sach khach
mdi chic chén thién vé kich - hiu hét dan d@)ng ca trong v& The Bacchae déu c6 miat, tht ca déu dang ndi cting mot Iuc, va Neil-tén-gi-do, ngdi sao kich
hién dai trong tac phém Richard B¢ Tam dugc hoang nghénh nhiét liét vira 1oi dang dua vao ti lanh, ndi chuyén hoa nha véi Cong tude Buckingham, va
Antigone, mit trong cac chi nha, dang trit goi bim bim Cheesy Wotsits vao mdt c4i bat In. Chua thdy bong dang ciia Alice dau, con toi thi bdng dung
thiy cing thing, khong & vi dang lo chuyén Spencer s& nghi sao vé Alice hay Alice s& nghii sao vé& Spencer nita.

Va dot nhién nang dtmg d6, ngay ngudng cira nha bép, dang n6i chuyén véi Richard D& Tam. Nang khong thiy t6i, nén toi, Phé phéch va Xa cach,
dimg dyra vio bon rira chén va quan sat nang, Nang bii gon mai toc trén dau theo thoi trang toc rdi nghé thudt, méc chiée vay da hoi tay dai mau den,
bd sat duoc lam tir cting chét liéu cta quﬁn 40 it ctia dién vién mia ba 16, dugc khoét siu & truée, ning nguc 1én tao vé quyén rdi tha vi, t61 nhd lai
nhitng trang phuc m Kate Bush timg méic trong budi dau xuat hién trén san khau, roi quyét dinh chi chuyén tim vao ghi am phong thu. Thue & thi ning
trong rat gidng Kate Bush, ngay ca vét md hoi hinh tring ludi iém dang bét du hinh thanh dudi nach 4o ciing vy.

“Alice d4y,” t6i thi thAm véi Spencer.

“C6 nang c6 bo ngure thach cao tuyét hoa d6 ha?”” Spencer hoi, va toi chura kip n6i gi thi nang da xng t6i chd ching t6i & bon rira, la toang lén “Mudil
Mudi!t MUOL!...”

“Chao, Alice,” t6i n6i, Pha phach va Xa céch.
“Cau thiy mubi dau khong? Ai lim d6 vang d6 Ién tim tham Afghanistan ctia Cathy rdi ny...”
“Pay la ban than & qué td, Spencer...”

“Rét vui duoc gip cau, Spencer. Té can mdt miéng vai, cdu xé ra ndo, Brian!...” nang ndi, ddy toi ra khoi bdn rira, va t6i khong thé kém long bén liéc
nhin vién 4o ngurc bang dang ten den 16 ra khoang nira tac trén chiéc 4o bo sat ctia nang...

“Mubi ddy roi!” Antigone la Ién, Alice lién chay 2o ra khoi bép v6i miéng vai udt.
“Alice ddy,” toi noi.
“A, ding 13 c6 gi d6 giita cac caurdi, Bria...”

“Cau nglii thé 47



“Chéc chin rdi, chi cin nhin cach ¢6 nang bao ciu tranh dudng di biét.”
T6i béo c4u ta im miéng, rdi rdi khoi bép.

O 16i di i ching t0i gip Patrick va Lucy, ho di chung v6i nhau va ca hai déu nang niu mot binh nude cam dé 1au ngay khong hu gidng hét nhau, diéu nay
that la lamdm VO’l t01, nhung cole ch1 la trung hop T01 ¢d hoi day dut ban khoan v1 van chua ke ducyc VO’l Spencer Ve cudc thl Théch thire, nhung tu

.....

“Thé laim sao ma céc ciu quen Bri thé?” Spencer hoi, b?mg thai d6 tir té nhét clia cau ta.
“Céu dy ¢ cling d6i v6i tui nay,” Patrick tra oi.

“Poi ndo?” Spencer ndc bia, hoi.

“Pdi Théch thire Pai hoc,” Patrick ndi, rdi khéo 1o i ra sau vira kip d8 trénh bia phunra...
“Anh dtia ddy 4” Spencer n6i, Ky long ban tay quet ngang miéng,

“Khong,” t6i chén nan n6i. “Doi gdm ba ngudi ching td va Alice...”

“Céu chura bao gior ké t6 nghe chuyén do.”

“Té ¢6 dip ndo dau ma ké,” t6i ndi, mim cudi vé ta 16i voi Patrick va Lucy.

“Quy tha ma bit, Brian Jackson di thi Thach thirc Pai hoc...”

“Phai roi.”

“DU1 ding ra thi Brian chi B du bi...” Patrick bd sung, “Néu mt thanh vién khac trong d6i khong bi viém gan thi...”
“Lén truyén hinh that co ddy...” Spencer cudi vang,

“Bao gio?”

“Ba tuan nia.”

“Voi Bamber Gascoigne.”

“Cau thiy chuyén d6 budn cudi hay sao 4y nhi,”” Patrick néi, cuoi cling ngic.

“Khong, khong dau, xin 161, t6i khong c6 y d6, chi ]a nghi chuyén d6 that... thi vi. Lam 6t Fam, ban Bri thAn mén a. Ma anh biét khong, t6i i khén gia
ham md cudng nhiét ctia churong trinh d6 ddy nhé...” rdi cau ta lai pha én cuoi.

Patrick khit miii n6i, “That ra, t6i dang dinh di Jdy nu6e ubng...”” anh ta kep thing nude cam vét dudi canh tay rdi di vé& phia bép, Lucy di theo, mim cudi
bdirdi, va khi ho da di khdi, t6i ndi, “Gidi ]am, Spencer...”

“Gi? T6 d4 lam gi nao?”

“Cau vira moi cudi vao mit ho, ¢ thé thoi.”
“Pau, im gi co.”

“A, ding vdy, cu da hm”

“Xin 161 nhé, Bri, nhung t& thdng ban khoan khong biét loai ngudi tir ky, ky cuc, dién khing nao lai nuon xudt hién trong céi chuong trinh do, 1di hoa ra
d6 13 cau, Brian. Chinh 1 cau...” Rdi cau ta lai cudi pha 1en, nén t6i ciing cudi, 1i bao ciu ta im miéng, rdi cau ta bao t6i im miéng, rdi toi bao cau ta im
miéng, khong biét ban thin ma cr bao nhau im miéng hoai nhur vay ¢6 phai 1 chuyén binh thudng khong,

Hai dtra quyét dinh khdm phé trén lau, va rdi thdy minh dang ding bén ngoai mdt phong ngii ¢6 tAm bang CAm Vao viét tay dugc dan bang dinh lén cira.

Ching t6i bude vao, va bén trong c¢6 mot vong tron gdm bay hay tim ngudi gi d6 ngdi trén san dang chuyén tay nhau mdt ong dleu, ling nghe Chris
mong tay cu ban tiép tuc ké vé “Bang qua Punjab[3 ] ma khong c6 gidy vé sinh” cude hanh trinh hoanh trang cta cau ta, trén nénnhac cia Van
Morrison. Ban gai cta Chris dang nam ly canh tay cdu ta, c6 ndy | mot phién ban Chris thu nho véi mai toc thing vari xubng, ring to, toi kha chéc tén
1a Ruth. “Thoi, di ndo,” t6i thi tham vao tai Spencer. Nhung Chris da nghe thay tieng t6i, cau ta lién quay nguoi lai: “O kia, Bri!”

[3] Punjab: vimg dét & Nam A kéo dai tir mién Trung Pakistan t6i ving Ty Bic An D9.



“Xin chao, Chris! Chris trong nhdém hoc phu dao ctia té, Chris, day 1a Spencer, ban thin ctia t& ¢ qué moi kén...”
“Xin chao, Spencer!” Chris noi.
“.. con day [ Ruth...” t6i noi.

“Thét ra, t6 tn la Mary,” Mary n6i, quay nguoi lai va lac lac dAu ngon tay cta Spencer. “Chao, Spencer, that sy rét vui duoc gip cau...” rdi dich ngudi
qua mdt bén, vO tay xudng san, cho phép chiing toi, st sing mdi chiing t6i ngdi vao vong tron.

Chris chuyén 6ng diéu cho mdt ¢ gai miii héch, cure ky nho nhén ¢ méi toc vang hoe cai bang d6 nhung, ngdi dira vio girong, hai chan xép gon. Toi
khong biét tén, nhung nhén ra ¢b Ay chinh 12 vo ¢4 ctia Richard D¢ Tam, Quy ba Anne, va mo hd nhé lai tin d6n ngoai doi ¢o thire sur ki mdt Quy ba
ding nghia, mdt ngdy ndo do6 s& thira huéng ving dat dai rong 16n ctia Shropshire[4]. C6 d6n Iy ng diéu, hit vao mdt cach virong gia, 1di dua cho
ching t6i. “Nay, cac cau?”

[4] Shropshire: mdt hat & mién Trung nuéc Anh.

“Chuc sure khoe,” Spencer ho 1én, rdi hit }rf)t hoi thit sau vao, la that, cau ta thuong rat nguyén tic véi rwou va thude 14, va thuong coi khinh nhitng ké
str dung ma tly. “Thé cac céu dang ndi vé cai gi vay?” cau ta hoi.

“AnDo!” moi nguoi dong thanh ndi,

“Spencer, cau dén d6 bao gid chira?”” Chris hoi.

“Chura, chua thé n6i 14 t6 da...” cAu ta nin hoi.

“VAy cau da nghi mét hit mdt nim dé di du lich chura?”” Marry/Ruth hoi.

“Khong... hén...” cAu ta ndi, chAm cham thé ra.

“Pang hoc nganh gi vay?” Chris hoi

“T¢ khong hoc,” Spencer tra 1oi.

“Liic ndy thi khong!” Toi nhanh tri bo sung, thé |a Spencer nhin toi va cuoi kicu ¢ sau, trude khi hit mot hoi khéc, sdu hon tir dng diéu va chuyén né

sang toi. T6i nhan lay, bo vao miéng, ho, lay n6 ra, chuyén né di, roi khong khi tré nén im Eing mot hoi, trong khi moi nguroi ngdi nghe Van Morrison hat

con t6i thi ho. Roi Quy ba Anne d6t nhién nhom Ién va ndi lu nhiv.

“Ngtii ra r6i! Bon minh choi trd ‘Néu ngudi nay B...” dil”

“Tro d6 choi sao?”” Spencer hoi, chdm cham thé ra.

“Thé nay nhé, ching ta chon mdt ngudi, rdi ching ta di ra khoi phong, va ngudi d6 - khong, 1on rdi, ching ta chon mdt ngudi di ra khoi phong, rdi nhing

ngudi trong phong chon mdt ngudi khac, va ngudi ngoai phong quay trd vao phong va di quanh vong tron, 1an hrot hoi nhitng cau dai loai nhw, trm, ‘Néu

v1' nhur thoi tiét thi nguroi ndy 1 loai thoi tiét ndo?” va ngurdi dé phai tra 101 va ndi dai loai nhur ‘Nguroi ndy...” - ¥ ndi ngudi ma chung ta da bi mat chonra -
- 88 la mOt ngdy nang sang!” hodc ‘ngdy sam vang!” hay bat cir dicu g, viéc nhan cach hoa phu thude vao cach ta cam nhin nguoi d6 nhur thé nao, va

10 ngu01 dira khoi phong s& hoi nguoi ke tiép “Néu vi nhur c4, hoac mot loai db 16t, thi ngudi d6 1 loai ca hoac do 1t gi?” va ngudi do...” r0i cham ri

va cin man, cd dy tiép tyc gii thich quy thc trd “Néu ngudi d6 B.7cok tAm hai hodic ba ngiy nira moi xong, viéc nay cho t0i nhleu thoi gian dé nhin

Spencer, ciu ra dang ngdi thon it ra, trong choang vang, bdi i va cir tim tim cudi mdt minh. Toi nghe mdt tiéng ric, nhin xudng, va nhin ra minh
dang bop nat lon bia trong tay. Toi quyét dinh i hai dira phéi chudn khoi chd ndy...

“Di ndo, Spencer, di udng bia thdi,” toi néi, ndm Iy canh tay cau ra, va kéo dimg lén.

“O, cau khong mudn choi 42 Ruth va Mary gi d6 tho dai.

“C6 khi dé sau. Gid phéi udng bia cdi da,” t0i n6i, gio' lon bia con dAy ctia minh 1én, va kéo manh Spencer ra cira, dong cira lai va ta on Chua, ching toi
da ra khoi phong va di ra phia cau thang,

“Nhung t& mubn choil” Spencer cudi rinh rich phia sau. Toi nhin quanh, cu ta dang dyra nguoi vao tuong dé dimg virg, mim cudi my mam, nén toi vor
1a can dinha vé sinh, chi vao canh cira & dau cau thang, va tron vao do.

Trong nha v¢ sinh ti dura vao bon rira, nhin khuon mt cyc ky thon ctia minh d6 1én nhu m1eng thit lon ludc, va tur hoi tai sao Spencer phai pha hong moi
chuyén nhur thé. Téi yéu quy Spencer, nhung ghét cu ta trong nhur thé ndy, say xin va khon khd. Say xin va try mi ciing duge, nhung say xin va khon
khé thi that déang s¢. Khong phai lo ciu ta trd nén bao hyc, khong phai lic ndo cling vay, trir khi cau ta bi kich ddng, nhung t6i phdi bao céu ta khong
udng nita, va thiéu didu cay chai rou ra khoi tay cu ta, t6i khong biét minh im dugc bang cach ndo. Toi cho 1 ching t6i chi can di khoi, nhung néu
khong gip Alice t6i nay thi s& phai doi ca tuan B trurde khi ¢ cude hop nhém ké tiép, ma toi thi khong thé chr lau dén vay. S that 1, t6i thiy rat kho
Pha phach va Xa cach khi ¢c6 Spencer ¢ day.

Va t& nhat 1 phai tim cach bao cau 4y vé nha vao ngay mai. Di nhién, trong khi ti & ddy bén trong canh cira duoc khoa tri ndy, toi chura phai quyét giai



quyét nhirg chuyén d6, nhung c6 mot tiéng g0 cua gAp gap, nén t0i gidi nude va dé y thiy nguoi vao ddy trude toi da te day Ién ban cau nhyra mau den.
Toi dinh lau n6 di, va tham chi c6 mdt cudn gidy vé sinh trong tay, nhungtomglnranglaunuorc tiéu ctia nguoi khéc 1 mot hanh vi hén ha, am giam gié tri
ban than ma t6i timg ¢b ging khé nhoc Eim mdi tranh duoc, vi lai ding ra n6 ciing ching phéi trach nhiém cta t6i. Hay nhé - Pha phéch va Xa cach.
T61 x4 nude va budc ra.

Alice 13 ngurdi xép hang ké tiép.

Nang dang dtmg & ngudng cira, ndi chuyén voi Spencer, cudi nhur nic né.

“Chao Brian!” nang vui vé ndi.

“T6 khong té 1én ban cau dau,” t6i n6i, Pha phach va Xa cach.

“A, Brian, that... tot khi biét diéu d6,” nang dap, budc vao va déng sam cira lai.

Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chudng i, Pumg Doi dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.
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CAU HOI: V& kich ndo c6ng dién nim 1594 trong d6 hai ngudi ban cii Proteus va Valentine cling yéu nang Silvia dep tuyét tran?
TRA LOI: Hai quy 6ng ving Verona.

seskk

“Thé cac cau ndi chuyén véi nhau rdi ddy a!” ti hoi Spencer.

“A.. o7

“Cb 4y d& thurong chir?”

“U, ¢6 vé duoe déiy. Rét sexy...” cau ndi, liéc nhin canh cira nha vé sinh.

“Tht vi nira nhi?”

“Coi ndo, Bri, bon t& m6i ndi chuyén ¢6 nim pht thoi, nhung 6 khiing dinh 1 khong chan ti ndo. Véi ¢d nang trong chiéc 40 b6 do thi sao ma chan
duoc...”

“Céc cau da noi nhitng gi? C 4y 6 ndi gi khong? V8 t6 y...”

“Bri, xemndo, cu xir diém dam thoi. RS rang 6 4y thich cau ddy, nhung cau dimg thic ép qua...”
“Cau nglii thé 47

“Chéc ct luon.”

“Puge 10i. T vao bép day. i luon khong...”

“Khong, t& dang doi,” rdi cau ta hat cim vé canh cira nha vé sinh, i bén di xudng lau, va chi khi xubng cu thang duroc nira duong t6i moi bt dau thic
mic khong hiéu cdu ra ndi “Té dang doi” 1a y gi. “Té dang doi dén huot vao nha vé sink’™? hay “Té dang doi Alice™?

Khong biét tir dau c6 y nghi chot hinh thinh trong dau toi, va n6 cang dugc ciing ¢b boi thue té phii phang khong thé phi nhén: Spencer dang tan tinh
nang, CAu ta di t6i tin ddy dé du db nang. C4u ta nghe t6i n6i vé nang va nghi rang, nghe c6 vé hay ho ddy, minh phai pha binh moi duge. ROt cude thi
day ciing dau phai An dAu - mii vi thit bai voi Janet Parks lai trbi ddy. Céc c6 gii toi yéu thich lai thurdng yéu thich Spencer Lewis, va 10 rang viée ciu ta
t6 ra khong quan tAm chi lim tang thém sirc hép dan cho cu ta. Sao lai thé chir? Cau ta c6 cai gi ma toi khong c6? Toi thira nhdn i cAu ta wa nhin, thim
chi v6i tur cach 1 mot gi dan ong khong hé ddng tinh, t6i c6 thé dira ra mdt danh gia khéch quan ring ciu ra ¢6 ngoai hinh dep, bi 4n, tur i, vo trach
nhiém, dzc biét khong hé sach s&, ma tat ca nhitng thir d6 thi phu nit gia vo nhur khong thich nhung rd ring déu thich. Va phai rdi, ciu ra khong Banh
bao, nhung Ngiu, ma trong mit cia Alice Harbinson thi Ngau danh bat Banh bao, chéc nhur kéo cit duoc gidy vay. Di nhién, bay gid toi da hiéu ra, 15
nhu ban ngy; tén khdn d6 dang choi tro Heathcliff dé virot qua t6i. Ngay Iic nghi vé chuyén nay t6i ca i ban tay cau ra dang mon men én nguc 4o bo
sat clia nang va...
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“Chuyén gl v&i cau vay, mit thon?”’

Rebecca dang dimg dudi chan cau thang

“O, chio Rebecca. Cau lim gi & ddy thé?”

“Té khong phai ké khong moi ma dén. Cau biét d6, t¢ duoc moi”

“Ai moi cau vay?”

“Thét tinh m ndi, d6 [ ¢6 nang Alice d& thuong,” c6 dap va iy chai rugu whisky nho ctia minh ra khoi tii 4o khodc.

“That 4?7

“A, 8. C6 ubng mdt ngum whisky. “N6i riéng véi cau thoi nhé, t6 cho 1a o ning bét chot thich to.”

“Nhung t6 twong cau khong thich ¢6 4y?”

“Oi chao, ¢6 4y duoc im, mot khi cau da hiéu ¢6 nang” Cudi khiic khich, ¢6 cdm cai chai whisky 4n vao nguc toi, va toi nhan ra ¢d say qué roi; khong
phai say buon ba hay thieu nfio, ma Ia say duia wui, say nghich ngom, t6i cho day Ia mot dau hiéu tot, nhung c6 mdt chut xa la va dang lo, giong nhu canh
Stalin trén van trugt vay. “Sao, cau nghi td dao dirc gia ha? Céu nghi t& nén di cho khuat mat chir gi Brian?”

“Khong, khong hé, that tuyét khi giip cau, chi 1 t nghi bita tiéc nay khong hop véi cau im.”

“/:3;, phéi rdi, cau biét t6 16i ddy, chang co thir gi im t6 thich hon canh hai tram sinh vién dgi kich ché chén say sua cing nhau ca hat cé,”‘r(k)i ¢6 hat cam
V€ phia phong khach noi Richard B¢ Tam, Neil-gi-d6 muon mat, lay ¢ ddu ra mit cay ghi ta thirong va dang bat dau choi bai “Vo si quyén Anh” ctia
Simon va Garfinkel.

sksksk

Tiéng na-na-na van ct vang én trong bon muroi phit sau d6. That s nd ¢6 tit dén, va chuyén sang mdt cai gi khéc, mot kiéu thin chi thoi mién, ngim
nga, c6 thé kéo dai trong vai ngay. Nhung Rebecca va t6i khong mang dén, vi hai dira dang chen vao ngoi trén chiéc ghé sofa ¢ goc xa ctia can phong,
chuyén tay chai whisky va cudi dua.

“Oj, lam quai ndo ma tin dugc g dn Neil Maclntyre lai tim ra mdt cai tréng luc lac co cha...”

“Hin Ky cai luc lac tir dau thé nhi?...”

“V van lai tir cai mong ctia hiin ciing nén...” ¢6 ndi, miéng nde whisky. “Cau nghi nd c¢6 bao gior két thic khong?”

“Té nghi bon minh s& khong sao chimg ndo ho chua bat dau bai ‘Hey Jude’.”

“Néuho am thé, t6 thé s& ly kim dé xir cay dan ghi ta khon kiép do.”

Bay gios bita tiéc da dén hoi cao trao. Tat ca cac can phong trong ngdi nha déu chen chiic ngudi, con trong phong khach, moi nguoi dinh chit vao ban
ghé gibng nhur birc hoa Cai bé ciia Medusa cua Gericault, mt danh hoa truong phai siéu thire nguoi Phap thé ky murdi chin. Toi déng 18 phaidi Jy thém
ruou, nhung Rebecea va 61 dang & mot vi tri rat ] trung tAm, duroc nhét giita sau nguoi khéc trén chiée ghé sofa nho hai chd, va t6i c6 thé nhan ra ruou
dang hét dan vi moi nguoi ctr chay ludt ngang qua phong khach, tim may cai chai va gio n6 Ién anh deén, hodc kiém tra cac lon bia bi bo lam do gat tan.
Ngoai ra t0i cling khong mubn cir dong vi Rebecca dang say, vui tinh va hoi sudng sa, t6i nghi vy, ¢6 thé hoi c6 mii whisky vao 10 tai t0i, gitip t0i phan
130 quén di ban nhac “The Boxer” (V0 s quyén Anh) cung Alice va Spencer vao lic ndy day chéc ho dang thé hon hén va giao hwu tinh cam voi nhau
trén mot dong 4o khoac.

“... Cau biét khong, néu t¢ cai tri thé gi6i diu ma t¢ dinh im mdt ngiy ndo do, dau tién t6 s& cm dan ghi ta thuong - thoi duge khong cAm, nhung it
nhat cling han che sir dung, dua ra mt hé thong gidy phép, giong nhur s¢ hitu sing hay xe tai ¢6 thict bi ning, nhiing quy dinh do s& rat ha khc; khong
duoc choi dan khi mat troi Iin, khong choi trén bai bién hay gan lira trai, khong danh bai ‘Scarborough Fair’, khong xem ‘ American Pie’, khong hop
xudng, khong qua hai nguoi hat cing mot Iuc...”

“Nhung chang phai luat phap chi khién ngudi ta hoat dong lén It sao?”

“Chinh xac d6 1a myc dich cua n6, anh ban, chinh xac 1 myc dich ctia n6. Ma t6 cling cAmcan sa luon, Y t& 13, lamnhu sinh vién chua dingu ngéc va
tu 4&m anh vay. Phai r6i, nhat dinh cam tiét can sa.”

“Chéng phai can sa da bj cAm roi u?”” t6i hoi.

“Do 1a mdt y hay, anh ban a. Phan dbi duoc clﬁp nhan!” rdi cd uéng can giot whisky cubi cung trong chai. “Hién tai, ruou, rugu va thudc 14, chi co
chiing 1a nhiting loai gy nghién dugc hop thitc hda. Ma c6 cai gi trong lon bia dudi chan cdu vay ha?”



“Chi ¢6 tan thude thoi...”

“A, viy dé d6 di,” rdi co bét gip toi dang cuoi. “Co gi dang cudi?”

“Cau...”

“T6 ¢6 gi budn cudi im ha, 6ng trdng?”

“Quan diém ctia cau. Céu ¢ nghil cdu s& ddm tinh di khong? Cau biét d6, theo tudi tac Ay?”

“Dirt khodt khong doi néo! D t6 i cho ma biét nhé, Brian Jackson. Cau biét ddng chuyén to lao nguwdi ta ke vé viée ta s& ta khuynh nhur té no cho
61 trurde tubi ba muroi, roi dot nhién ta nhan ra da sai dudng va quay sang phe canh hiru chir? A, caimo day tqéln 12 nham nhi hét.‘Néu nam 2000, nghia
13, muroi bon namnira, bon minh van con 1 ban be - ma t¢ hy vong s& nhur vy, ban Brian a - du sao di nita, néu con 14 ban, va bang cach ndo d6 t6
phai thay d6i hoac thoa hiép quan diém chinh tri, dao dirc hay tinh thin vé thué ma, nhap cu, phan biét ching toc hay cong doan, hogc néu t¢ ngimg diéu
hanh, nglmgthamgla hoi nghi, hay thim chi ¢ nhudm mot xiu xiu canh hiru, thé thi t& cho phép ciu bin bo t6,” va co Ay gd b vao giira tran. “Day.
Ngay chd niy.”

“Puoc roi. To s& lam vay.”

“Phai Am. Phai im” RSi ¢6 cham rai nhay miét, iém mbi, ¢b udng tir ci chai rdng khong trude khi noi, “Nay t& bao, xin 10i chuyén it ning may nhe
Vi cdu lic sang nhé.”

“Céu mudn n6i g?”

“Cau biét t6 mu6n ndi gi méa - d6 hét chuyén Sylvia Plath Ién dau cau dy.”

“0, khong sao dau...”

“Y t& I, & van nghi cau | mdt tén din toan tp, nhung t& xin 11 vi da khién cau roi viao canh kho xir.”

“Ma tai sao t6 lai hoan toan 1...?”

“Cau biét tai sao ma...”

“Khong, noi di, n6i t6 nghe..”

C nghiéng dau sang mt bén mim cudi voi 161, dudi hang mi den day. “Vi da khong quan hé vai t6 khi ¢ co hoi”

“A, thi...” ngay lic do ti nghi t6i viée hon ¢o, nhung c6 qua nhidu nguoi dang nhin, con Alice lai ¢ trén 1w, nén chi bén n6i“.. ¢6 ... dé lin khac?”

“O khong dau, t& e la céu da lamhong nd r6i. Loi dé nghi duy-chi-mdt-an, anh ban a...” va ¢ dép dau vao vai ti. “Deé nghi. Duy chi. Mot lan...” roi
chiing t61 ngdi dd, khong nhin nhau, cho dén khi Rebecca ndi, “Ban céu dau?”

“Spencer 4? Khong biét. Chéc trén lau.”

“T6 twdng cau bao cu ta bi suy sup tinh than hay cai gi co ma...”
“A, phai ri, Alice dang gitp c4u dy vurot qua chuyén d6.”

“Thé t6 ¢6 nén gip cau ta khong nhi?”

Rebecca va Spencer I mt sy két hop ma t6i chura tirmg hinh dung ra, va hiu qua c6 thé 1 thim hoa, nhung t6i cin biét cau ra dang ¢ dau, dang lim gi
va ban tay cau ta tuon xuong nguc cua Alice duge bao xa, nén t6i bao, “Neéu cau muon,” roi ching toi nhac nguoi lén khoi ghe va bat dau di tim.

Ching t6i lan hrot nhin k§ vao mbi phong, cho dén khi thdy ho trong mdt phong ngi trén Fiu ¢ phia sau, nhd va chét nich ngudi, dang dimg 6 mdt goc,
cach nhau ndm xéng ti mét. Xung quanh ho ngudi thi nhay, nguoi khong nhay, vi phong khong du chd, nhung ai ciing Fic I dAu theo bai “Exodus” (Xuat
hanh) cia Bob Marley, va Alice cling lic lic vai, hoi lac nhip, cin mdi dudi, va diing vay, ho khong hon nhau theo diing nghiia, chi “dang n6i chuyén”,
nhung ¢6 1€ ho da hon nhau, néu xét tinh hinh ho dmg sat nhau dén vay. Spencer mang vé mt chang trai quyén rii dang nhin nghiéng mot bén nhur choc

tirc, lhmra diéu bo giéng FonZ1], con Alice dang do dan nhin cau ta voi vé thich thi va dam dubi, bt tréo tay trude ngure, nhu dang thir vai “co gii
ué”, dua diy bo ngue dudi cim cau ta, phong khi cau ta quén su co mit ctia no.

[1] Fonz (hay Fonzie) 1 mdt nhan vat hu ciu do Henry Winkler thi1 vai trong mot v hai kich ctia churong trinh truyén hinh My “Happy Days” (1974-
1984).

“Cau ta kia kia, trong goc 4y,” t6i chi.

“PAu da 1on d6 ha?” Rebecca hoi.



“Cau ay khong phai phat xit du,” t6i ndi, dit khong biét tai sao minh lai Ién tiéng bénh vure, cu ta c6 1 1 mot gi phat xit im chir, hodc ciing c& d6.
“Nhin ngon lanh nhi?”’

“A, phéi, ciing diing, tr, phai rdi, cam on vi diéu d6, Rebecca,” t6i noi.

“Ac, dep kiéu day di, ctr nghét cai mit ra thé 4. Cau khong phai lo Eing vé vu ghi diém do6 dau.” C6 dang mia mai chang? Toi khong doan ra duoc, du gi
ciing khong thé tap trung vi bay gior that sur 1 Alice dang dua tay lén dinh dau Spencer, nang cuoi khiic khich rdi ¢6 ging rit tay lai theo kiéu d& thuong,
nit tinh, cai kiéu ti-sao-lai-troc- 16c-vay-né, con Spencer khom nguoi, camtay Alice, dat lai trén dau, nhe ring ra cudi ngd ngan kiéu Fonzie nhin
nghiéng, miéng bao khong, cir tlep tuc di, camnhan di, hly cam nhan. Tlep theo day cau ta s€ chi cho nang xem rmy vét theo trong nhing lan danh nhau
bi kiéng damvao, va t6i cho rang that bat lrong khi ta cao dau dé khién cho ban be nghit minh bi khiing hoang tinh thén, trong khi thure t& do chi a mot
cai meo ré tién dé miy co gai dep vudt ve dau minh. Toi dang tir hoi s& mét bao lau dé di xuong Jau, d6 nude lanh vao bat nude rira chén, quay lai va tat
vao ngudi ho thi Chiia phit hd cho cdu ta, Patrick Watts san t6i va giip t6i bang viéc bt dau trd chuyén.

“.. E, khong nghe t6 ndi gi 4, d6 tam thin?”” Rebecca hoi.

“Cau co dinh gi6i thi¢u t¢ hay khong thi bao?”

“Nhét dinh ri, cting di ndo. Nhung ma dimg c6 dinh dang vao chuyén tinh cam v6i cau ta dy nhé?”

“Oi ddo, cau quan tAm toi aim gi?” ¢6 tré 14, va chiing toi clng di t6i d6.
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“.. va Patrick 1 d6i trung ciia bon t6 ddy!” khi ching ti t6i noi, Alice dang tur hio gidi thiéu.

“Phai rdi, nghe ndi 1oL Spencer n6i, khong nhin vao it Patrick.

“O, xin chao, Rebecca!” Alice ndi, va, that ky cuc, ning choang tay qua ngudi ¢d 4y. Rebecca 6m lai, nhung nhéin nhé miit may nhin ti qua vai Alice.
“Spencer, day | Rebecca, ban tht cia t6,” t6i ndi at tiéng nhac, va ho bét tay nhau.

“Spencer ni tiéng, That vui vi cudi cling ciing gip duoc cau,” Rebecca n6i. “Brian ké t6 nghe rat nhidu v& cau.”

“Phai rdil”” Spencer ni rdi mdt khoang king, nim nguoi ching toi chi dimg do, hoi e Ir ngudi, va roi dot nhién, t6i nhan ra minh dang hét toang kén...”
“Nay, Spencer, ciu nén ké v6i Rebecca vé RAC ROI VOI PHAP LUAT cta cau!”

Toi khong biét tai sao minh lai ndi ra diéu do, nhung t6i da im thé. T6i cho B, thit ra t6i dam chéc, t6i im vay vi toi mudn gitp d, mudn t6 ra than thién
va dé tiép tuc cudc ndi chuyén, nhung du sao thi cling da 16 ndi roi, va sau mdt hoi lang thinh, Spencer van mim cudi, hoi, “Tai sao vay?”

“Vico y 1a luat su.”

“Minh dang hoc luat, hai chuyén d6 dau c6 gidng nhau...”

“Khong hén, nhung van...”

“Thé réc r6i voi phép lut ciia cau I gl vay?” Patrick hoi, bay gior lai ¢6 vé quan tim.
“Spencer bi budc toi Iira tién trg cép thit nghiép...” toi noL.

“Cau da ddy a...” Alice néi, thinh finh chuyén sang phe canh ta ton trong sw cong bang, ning siét chit canh tay Spencer ... nhing tén khon. Cau thit i
nghiép...”

“Dugc ddy, Brian...” Spencer ndi to, mim cudi nhung trong khong vui vé gl

“A, néu cau khong lam chuyén d6, t6i chéic 1 ciu s& khong sao dau,” Patrick noi, ra vé cao thuong,
“Nhung cau éy ¢6 lamnhu vay,” t6i ndi, chi dé 1am 15 moi chuyén.

“Vay cau c6 viéc lamha?” Patrick hoi.

“Chi i thu ngéin. O tram xang,” Spencer im bam

“C6 diéu cau ta bi bit gip...” nhung dnh niit Spencer quét qua ngudi toi, nén toi ngimg noi.

“Thé thi...” Patrick cudi khdy, nhin vai, “t6i phai néi, chiic may nin, anh ban.”



Gio thi Spencer dang nhin t6i trimg trimg con Rebecca bt dau chat van Patrick: “Thé néu ngoai xi hoi khong hé ¢6 cong viée gi thi sao?”

“A, 10 rang 1 ¢4 cong viée & ngoai do...”

“Khong, khong hé...”

“Toi nghii |4 ¢6 s& thdy...”

“C6 bdn triéu nguoi thit nghiép!” Rebecca n6i, gidr giong d khé chiu.

“Ba triéu. Va0 rang h;“in khong phai 2 mdt trong sb do, ding chura? D6 moi la diém n’éu ch6t Néu h;'in lam thu ngan, hén hién nhién da c6 viée lam,
nhung ¢6 ve s0 tien kiem dwoc khong du trang trai cho 101 song déic biét ctia han, nén hin quyet dinh Ry tien tir chinh phi” - 61 tyr hoi anh ta c6 dinh cir
tiep tuc goi cau ay 1a “han” khong nita? - “ta hau nhur khong thé d6 161 cho chinh phti vi mudn Ry lai thir ma ho wira bi lay cap. Rot cude do ciing chinh 1a
tién ctia to1...”

Bob Marley dang hit bai “No Woman, No Cry” (Khong dan ba, khong khéc), t6i dé y thay Spencer dang bop manh lon bia, trimg it nhin Patrick
subt ndy gio bang caip mit con db. Toi bt gap anh it cau ta trong mot giy, 10i nhanh chong quay lai nhin Rebecca, ¢6 nang da d6 phimg phimg va
dang choc ngdn tay mot cach thu dich 1én ngue Patrick trong no luc xé nat tréi tim con dap cta anh ta.

“Tién clia anh bao gid ha, anh dau c6 dong thué!” Rebecca noi,

“Chura, nhung s& dong, thurc té 12 tat ca ching ta s& dong nhidu thué. Va ctr goi toi 1 ké hii 1w, nhung t6i nghi minh ¢6 quyén yéu cau s6 tién d6 khong
vao i cua nhitng nguoi ‘that nghiép’ khong phai thit sy khong cd cong an viée lam..”

“... ngay ca khi cong viéc tra dudi mirc mua duoc banh mi?”’

“Day khong plm la chuyen cua il Néu I]gLI'O’l lao dong muon cong v1ec t6t hon, anh ta co the lamnh1eu chuyén; tham gia Chuong trinh Hudng nghlep,

Spencer thioh fish tlen 1én, dong n’anh cng tay vao dudi cim Patrick va tim Iy anh ta nhdc 1én cao, Ién cao st birc turdng, va mic di da thiy Spencer
lao vao nhitng vy 4u da tinh dén gocokla baytamlan gido, 61 van luén bi kinh ngac, tyra hd dot nhién kham phd ra la ciu ta c6 thé nhdy diéu clacket.
Trong truong hop nay, chuyén dién ra qua nhanh gon dén ndi trong mot hoi lau khong ai bén ngoai vong trdn thay chuyén gi da xay ra, ho van tiép tuc
nhin nhy theo bai “No Woman, No Cry”. Nhung sau dé chén Patrick bt ddu d4 loan xa, m Iom birc tudng bing vira, va Spencer bi budc phai iy
than minh de 1én dé gitr ngudi Patrick, rdi dira ban tay khong virdng viu én it Patrick, bop chit miéng anh ta lai.

“Coi ndo b, cau, hiy vi Chia...” ti noi.
“Thé thi, cAu hoi s mdt, hin i ai?” Spencer rit Ién, khudn mét cau ta cach mit Patrick chi c6 vai xang ti mét.
“Y cau | gi?”” Patrick kp bap.
“A, anh c(r n6i mai vé& hin - hin i ai?”
“Dinhién Ia cau...”
.. tha anh ta ra d3,” t6i bao.
“Tao tén la gi?”
“Sao?”
“... coindo, lAm on di, ngig lai di...”
“Tén tao 4y, tén tao i g, ha thing khcn dAn don trich thuong...?” Spencer n6i, bop manh hai bén mé cua Patrick dé nhin manh, d4y manh d4u anh ta ra
sau tuong, Pia nhac dirng lai voi mot tleng soat, va moi nguoi i bt dau quay lai dé xem Bdy gio mit Pamck da thoang do, hai him ring anh ra nghién lai,
ngon chan so soang tim mit san, anh ta Bp bip qua nudc miéng va cam vat, “Toi.. khong.. nhé... dugc...

“Dirng ngay lai, hai anh kia!” ai d6 la Ién & cira ra vao, & d6 dam dong da bit dau tu tip dau ciu thang. “Dang goi canh sat dén,” ai d6 la lén,’ nhung
Spencer khong them démxia, t0i nghe cdu ta n6i, giong thi thdm, tran dung vao tran Patrick, “A, cau tra 101 ding Ia Spencer, Patrick a, ma néu may
mudn cho tao mot 101 khuyén vé nghé nghiép, thi hily thé hién chit ton trong, n6i thing vao mit tao ddy ndy, thing trich thurong, khon kiép...”

Va khi mt canh tay Patrick thoat duoc ra, anh ta lai ving vay tiép, vung tay rong én tan tai Spencer, mot ¢t danh suot qua am7ikhong in thua gi, nhung
ciing du dé 1am cho Spencer giam ap hrc de 1én ¢ Patrick, rdi dot ngdt Patrick tin cong, chan tay dap dién cuong, anh ta rit én va phun phi phi giong
nhur dira tré bi choc tire. Moi ngudi la hét, x6 day nhau i ra khoi can phong bé xiu, va trong sur hon loan toi thay Alice dang ndm canh tay Spencer, b
ging kéo céutara, glong nhu mot it anh hing trong nhiing tAm 4p phich quang cao, nhung céuta hét tay ra khién nang ngd vao khung cira so, dau dung
kéu thanh tleng, Toi thay nang cau nhau va dua tay ra sau dau, xem c6 chay méu khong, t6i mudn bang qua phong dé dam béo nang khong sao, nhung
Patrick van dang vung vay canh tay dién cudng, tin cong Spencer dir doi, con cu ta thi khom ngudi xudng né tranh, cho dén khi dot nhién thiy thoi co

dén. Cau ta dung lén, dat long ban tay Ién nguc Patrick, gitr anh ta khong voi t6i du’oc kéo canh tay con lai ra sau va don toan bo trong hrong vao nim
d4m, dénh manh vao mt bén diu cta Patrick, kéu mdt tleng bop 10 to, g10ng nhu mleng thit bi dap trén thét, lam anh ta xoay tron mdt, hai vong va ngd



dap mit xudng san.

Im king bao trim, 10i d4m nguoi voi va ao t6i Patrick, co ngudi lat ngira anh ta lai, va ngdp ngimg s lén mili va miéng, kiém tra xem c6 ¢6 méu hay
khong, va thdy méu chay day. “Oi, Chiia 0i,” anh ta lAm bam, “6i, Chuia 0i,” va t6i nghf anh ta phat khoc khi Lucy Chang chen Ién phia trudc, lay tay d&
dAng sau dau, giip anh ta ngdi day, va toi thire swr chi nhin thiy 15 ba ngudi sau do.

Rebecca ding giiia phong, tay bum miéng, dé khéc dé cuoi.

Alice dimg dira vao khung cira s, nhin ha hic vao Spencer, mt tay cha cha sau dau.

Spencer quay lung lai Patrick, dénh nhe ban tay vao khong khi, kiém tra cac khép dot ngdn tay, hoi th néing né. Cau ta nhin kn t6i, ni qua ham réng
nghién chat, “Di chir?”

Dui lau bon ho dang ciing nhau hat bai “With A Little Help From My Friends” (Vi chit giop d& tir ban be).
Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chudng i, Pumg Doi dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.
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TRA LOT: Khong thé nhin 13.
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Chiing ti tha b9 trén nhirng con dudng c6 méi hién trong im king, Spencer di dau do phia sau. Toi nghe tleng bude chan cdu ta trén via he Amudt,
nhung t6i d3 qua gian, qua xu hd, qua say va bdi rdi, ching mudn ndi chuyén véi cau ta lic niy, nén cir cli gim it xudng va sai bude.

“Bita tiéc tuyét that!” cudi cling Spencer ciing Ién tiéng,

To1 phét 1o, gidam bude di toi.

“T6 thich Alice.”

“Phai rdi, t& thiy!” t6i ndi, khong thém nhin ra sau.

Chiing t61 im lang di thém mdt doan.

“Té biét, Bril Thé con trd choi ‘Néu ngudi nay B...”?”

Téi bat dau bude nhanh hon.

“Coi ndo, Bri, néu cau mubn n6i gi vai t6 thi hity noi ngay di, vi chuyén ndy that ngu ngde hét sirc...”

“Té cur khong ndi thi sao? Céu cling dinh danh t6 udn ha?”

“Chuyén d6 chéc hip d?;.n lémday, cau ta Am bam. “Thoi duge rdi, bd t20,” cau ta néi, “cau da ndi 1o ¥ cua cdu 1di, bay i chi can ling nghe t6 thdi,
duoc chir?” nhung t6i vin tlep tuc bude. “Lamon di duoc khong?” cau ta ndini. Tir ndy thuong khong d& thdt ra, ma cau ta néi nghe nhu mot dira tré
dang hon ddi, bude phéi ndi didu trai v6i ¥ mudn ciia minh, t6i bén dimg lai va quay ngudi Eing nghe.

“Duoc r0i, Brian. To rét tiéc... vi da dp... doi truong doi thi Thach thitre Dai hoc cia cu...” nhung cAu ta chua noi hét cAu thi da bat dau cudi ric rich,
the 1a t6i lién quay budc lai va bude di. Sau mot hf)i 01 nghe bude chan cdu ta chay dudi theo sau, va t6i ¢6 & hoi ludng Iy, nhung r6i cau ta dig trurde
it toi, vé mét cau cd, nhanh nhen di giat . “Theé cau muon t& phai lam gi ha Bri? Chi dimg d6 va chiu dung hay sao ha? Ga d6 ctr xir véi t& nhur co
rac...”

“Nén ciu quyét dinh d4nh anh ta?”

“Ding...”

“Vi cau khong dong y v6i anh ta?”
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“Khong, khong phai tai vu d6...”

“Ma céu khong nghi téi viée tranh ludn voi anh ta, thao ludn quan diém ctia cau, theo mot cach binh finh, duong hoang a?”
“Quan diém ca t6 thi n thua gi? Hén ta ¢6 khién t trong giéng nhur modt théng ngu xuin vo dung,..”

“ .. nén cau m6i ciu vién dén bao luc!”

“Té khong cAu vién dén n6. Bao luc 14 lya chon dau tién clia t6.”

0, phai 10i, hay ho gom nhi, cdu rat dit dan ma, Spencer...”

“A mg, chinh x4c thi cau c6 lam cai quéi gi dé gitp t6 dau, dung chura? Hay cau so bi thing cha d6 dudi khoi d6i?”
“Té dimg vé phe cau!”

“Khong, khong hé, cau chi ba hoa chich choe vé miy cai hrong tim xa hoi cao ca chét gidm trude mit méy cd ban gai ciia cau. Néu nhur cu khong da
dong dén de tai do...”

“Thé cau mudn t& Am gi, giit chit tay anh ta ra sau cho ciu a? D6 ciing i ban bé cia to ma, Spencer...”

“Thing dAn d6 ha? Ban cau 4?2 Quy tha ma bit, Brian, t& hon té nghi ddy. Hin ta ddi xr v6i cau nhu réc.”

“Khong phai vay!”’

“Bri, dung vdy d6, t6 da thiy hdn ta lam thé. Han ta 1 thing ngu toan tip va nhimg gi héin nhan hoan toan xtimg déng...”
“A... ft ra thi anh ta ciing khong ¢6 ging tan tinh c6 gi td thich...”

“Q ho, khoan d4 nao.” Cau ta chan toi lai, d,ét mdt tay 1én nguc t6i, giéng nhur da lam voi Pahick, truwde khi ddm vao mat anh ta, va to1 tu hoi cau ta ¢
thé cdm nhan tim t6i dang dap nhanh nhu theé ndo khdng, “Cau nghi t& dang tan tinh Alice ay a? Cau thuc su nghi t& dang Iam chuyén d6?”

“A, theo nhitng gi ma t6 théy thi chuan ddy, Spencer a - mAy céi trd r& diu do...” va t6i diit ban tay lén déu cu ta, nhung bén tay kia ciia ciu ta da tom
lay, giit chit cd tay toi va nam that chat.

“Cau biét khong Bri, dbi véi mot nguoi duogc cho 1 ¢6 gido duc, thinh thoang cau ngu ngde hét bit...”

“Dumg c6 n6i véi t& kiéu dy...” t6i n6i, giat manh tay ra.

“Kiéu gi?”

“Kiéu dy 4y, cau lic ndo cha ndi voi td cai kiéu day! Chuyén i sao, Spencer, cau ¢6 can... dap vo moi thir khong? T rat tiée moi chuyén dién ra khong
duoc sudn sé voi cau lic nay, td tiec 1a cau khong duogce vui, nhung cé nhicu chuyén dé lam ma Spencer, nhitng chuyén thue t€ ma cau chi chon khong
lam, vi céu thay dé hon 1a cur t6 ra ngu xuan, pha hoai, ché nhao, va lay nhiing nguoi thue sur co gang lam gi @6 cho cude doi cua ho ra lam trd cuoi...”
“Y cau la gi, nguoi gidng nhur cdy y ho?” cau ta hoi, cudi khéy.

“Spencer, cau chi biét ghen ti thoi, cau ludn ghen ti voi t&, vi td lam viéc cham chi, vi t& thong minh va c6 nhiéu béng, .

“O 1o, gurom da nao. Thong minh? Thé ma cau ciing ndi duge a, cai thﬁng déang ghét tur phu kia? Khi t& gap cau lan dAu tién, thim chi cAu con khong thé
budc noi cai day giay chét tiét ciia cau! Té da phai day cau cach lam. Cau phai ghi “trai’ va ‘phai’ trén doi gidy vai dé cao suré tien cho dén tin nam
muroi Aim tudi! Cau tham chi khong thé xem cho hét tran bong da ma khong khoc ré 1én, d6 tiy mi. Néu cau thong minh dén the, 1am sao ciu lai khong
bict nguroi ta noi gi sau lung cdu, ho curdi nhao cau nhiéu dén mirc nao? Té da bénh virc cau nim ndy qua nAimng ke tir khi bo cau mat...”

“B4 t6 thi ¢6 dinh déng gi dén chuyén nay chir?”

“Cau n6i to nghe xem, Brian - cdundi cho t& xemnao.”

“Pé bd ¢ ra ngoai chuyén nay, duoc chir!” toi quat.

“Néu khong thi sao? Cau dinh lim gi, khoc loc a?”

“Cammdm, Spencer, cdu ki thing... con c‘i?).” Nhung c6 cam gidc nong ndng ngira trong mit, cam giac lo Eing so' i quén thit rudt gan, rdi dot nhién
nhén ra 1a phai thoat khoi cu ta, nén t6i lién quay ngudi va di nguoc lai con duong ching toi vira di.

“Cau dang di dau d6?”’ cdu ta la vong & phia sau.



“Khong biét!”

“Céau dinh bo chay ha Brian? Co phai vay khong?”’

“Phai, cAu mudn nbi gi thi néi.”

“Thé lam sao t& vao duoc?”

“Biét duoc, Spencer. C6 phai van dé ctia t¢ dau nhi?”

Va 16i khi nghe ciu ta n6i, kha king I8, gin nhur voi chinh minh “Thé thi di di. Xéo di,” t6i bén dimng va quay lai, mong 1 thdy cu ta cuoi nhéch mép hoiic
cudi nhdn rang, nhung khong. Thay vao d6 cau ta chi ding bat dong ¢ xa xa, dudi anh dén duong, dau hoi ngéng ra sau, d6i mét nhim nghién, long ban

tay ap 1én tran, cac ngén tay nam chat lai.

Céu ta trong nhu thiing bé murdi tudi. Toi cam gidc minh nén di t6i chd cu ta, hodc it ra chi can dimg gan hon mdt chut, nhung thay vao do t6i la to 1én &
cudi con duong; “Cau di di Spencer! Sang mai. Cau khong & trong nha dugce nita. Vi phamndi quy.”

Cau ta mO mit ra, doi mit u6t, do va mét moi, nhin t6i tha thiét.

“Va d6 Ia Iy do cau mudn t& di ha, Brian? Vi vi phamndi quy u?”

“Phai. M6t phan.”

“Dugc. Phairdi. TG s& di.”

“Puogc.”

“Ma t6 xin 16i néu t6... im cau mét it nhé. Trude dam ban cta cu dy.”

“Cau khong im t6 xAu hd, t6 chi... khong mubn cau & ddy. Vay thoi”

Toi quay nguoi, rao bude nhanh khong nhin lai, thiy chic chan, tur thuyét phuc la minh s& camthay on, toi ngang nganh va manh mé vi cudi cung da ding

cam duong du véi ciu ta di chi mdt lan, nhung khong hiéu sao rdi lai ching cam thy thé. Toi chi cam thiy nong bire va trdng rong va ngu ngde va
budn bé, khong biét phai di dau.

skksk

Toi khong r& minh da di bd bao xa sau do. To6i mo hd biét ring minh giit c4i chia khoa duy nhét vao nha, va diéu hop & 1 quay vé nha mo cira cho
Spencer vao. Nhung cau ta co thé d4nh thirc Marcus hodc Josh ciing dugc chr sao; 1t cude toi dau phai bao mau. Toi s& cho ciu ta du thoi gian dé
tim dudng vé nha dingd, cho minh mdt co hdi dé dibo cho gia rurou va 1ong da bt rdi boi, rdi lén vé nha tim cach giai quyét moi chuyén vao sang mai.
Nhung sau mdt tiéng dong hd con mura phin bt ddu chuyén thanh mira néing hat, va mic du khong hén 1 chi y cta 61, dit sao thi ciing khong phai ¢ y
thirc, ti nghiém nhién thdy minh dtmg bén ngoai ky tiic x4 ctia Alice va Rebecca.

Canh cdng trude danh cho ngudi ngoai da bi khoa lic mot gio sang, thé 13 t6i phai tréo bira qua cac thanh rdo chéin cao xura cii im bang gang, T6i xoay
x6 im sao dé khong kich hoat bat ky chudng bao dong nao hodc lam coc dam xuyén ngudi, nhung 10i hiu nhu ngay 1ap tirc bi trwot chin do dé doi giay
di nui tron va té nhao xudng chd duong dép cao Ky 16i co nhidu cay, cudi cling danh ngdi xudng nghi bén dudi bui cay dd quyén. Toi chiii 16p bin day &
tay Ién dam 14 w6t dAm, cti minh bén dudi nhitng bui cdy va chd ai d6 di doc theo con dudng lat séi vao cira chinh.

Nhirng giot nurde lanh 8o nhoé giot tir nhitng chlec 1a va chay xubng gay toi, va nudc bin bt dau thamvao doi giay da 1on, nén t6i cam thiy chan minh
nhu duge boc trong nhitng tAm bia ctmg lanh, am wét. Chinh lic dinh tir bo va quay vé nha thi t6i 6t cudc ciing thay moi nguoi di xudng dudng 1ai xe
vao ky tlic. Toi chay ra khoi bui cay va di cach ho mdt doan, va khi ho mo cira t6i lién Ia 1én “Chér d3”, ho dimg va quay lai.

“Giit cira!” Nguoi dan ong, 16i khong nhdn ra, nhin t6i day nghi hodc, “Toi quén chia khoa rdi! Tin duoc khong! Vao mot dém nhur thé nay!”” Anh ta nhin
vao gidy va quan t0i, dinh day bun dat. “Bj té day! Chia oi, w6t sing ca roi!”” nhung anh ta van khong nhic nhich, t6i bén thd ngdn tay nhép nhdp € cong
vao i, chia thé sinh vién ra - tin t6i di, t6i 1 sinh vién - diéu nay khong hi€u sao duong nhur lai kira dugce anh ta, vi anh ta lin mo ctra cho t6i vao.

Toi il nurée khi di xudng nhimg hanh lang t6i, dé lai mdt vét dai dét min trén san gd, cho dén khi vao duogc phong Alice. C6 mdt dai anh sang mau cam
hep bén dudi canh cira, nén t6i biét nang con thirc. Toi ép sat tai vao cira, va nghe tiéng nhac - Joni dang hat bai “Help me” (Ciru T6i) trong album

Courtard Spark va t6i gan nhur ¢6 thé cam nhan s 4m ap, sang stia thdm qua canh cira gd ning né, va tuyét vong mong mudn & phia bén kia. Toi gd
cira khe khé. Thyc ra la qua khé, vi nang chéing nghe thiy, t6i bén gd lai, va thi thim tén ning,

“Aido?”
“Brian ddy,” t6i thi thAm
“Brian ha?”” nang mo cira. “Oj, lay Chiia, Brian, nhin c4u kia!” va ning nim tay t6i kéo vao bén trong,

Nang dan i vao giita phong va ngay lap tirc m chi tinh hinh, 4p dung cach xir sur nghiém khiic nhung tir t& ctia tong quan thoi vua Edward VII -



“Dimg ngdi xudng, dimg cham vao bét ky thir g, cho dén khi lau kho duoc ngudi cau, anh ban a!” - r6i nng bt dau luc loi ngin kéo, 16i ra mot céi 4o
len dan bang tay mau xanh 4 rong ling thing, mot céi quan thé dyc rong rinh va mdt doi vo ngén. “Phéy nira nay, cau can ca nd nita ddy,” roi nang thdo
day budc 4o choang tamrmu tréng ctia minh, ¢4i ra ném cho t6i. Bén trong nang mic chiéc 4o thun ngin tay cii mau xam, bj co rit n tan ron, mét trude
¢6 in hinh chti ché Snoopy nim dai trong ci, hinh in da bi nirt va nhat mau giong mot bire bich hoa thoi Trung ¢, chiéc quan chén rong bang vai cotton
@u xam, va mot (jiéi vo den nan}duqc kéo ’xuéng du6i mit ca chan, t6i chot nhan ra, khong con nghi ngd gi nita day chinh 4 canh tugng khéu goi va
day khoai cdm nhat minh tirng thay trong suot cudc doi.

“Nhin cu kia - tay cau dang run.”

“Vay ha?” t6i n6i, va khi md miéng, t6i mdi nhan ra rang minh dang danh lap cép.

“Coi ndo, cdi dd ra, néu khong cdu s& bi viém phdi ddy,” nang cimg cdi ndi, ban tay md rong ra. Toi hoi cang thing vé viée thay dd, mdt phan boi vi miy
qua ta chura that sy ¢6 co hdi dé dong gop g, ngoai ra t6i dang niic mot trong nhirng chiéc 4o gi Ié dihoc cii, nén chalc chin co dang vé gidng mot dira
tré md coi thoi ky chién tranh. Nhung t6i nh6 ling mang hinh nhur cai quan dii cta minh kha dep, ma t6i thi lanh JAm roi, nén t6i xiéu long. Nang dimg ké
bén khi t6i bat dau thay do, va dé y thay tay t6i run qua cdi ciic 4o con khong noi.

“DAu, dé t6,” nang ndi, va bt dau mo nit 4o, tir trén xubng dudi. “Sao cau khong di véi Spencer?”

“Ching t& 6 chit b-bo bat hoa.”

“Véy cau 4y dau rdi?”” Sao nang ctr hoi méi vé Spencer thé khong biét?

“Khong biét - ¢ & quay vé& phong t& rdi.” Nt 4o dwoc md ra, va nang 1 lai, dé t6i ¢ thé cdi 4o somi ra. “Té rit xin 161 v& moi chuyén...”

“Chuyén gi?”

“Caubiét d6 - Spencer, v-vo vu danh nhau...”

“Oi, Chiia o, dimg lo vé chuyén do. That ra t6 hoan toan thich thi Y 16 B, t6 chura bao gios tha thir cho viéc ding bao I d6i véi théin thé, nhung trong
trudng hop cuia Patrick t¢ san sang chap nhin mot ngoai . Cha, anh chang Spencer ban cau biét danh nhau ra trd { nhi?”” Mat nang lap lanh khi nhé lai
chuyén do. “T¢ biét khong nén nbi diéu nay, nhung thét long t6 nghi co didu gido rét 1 thi vi khi dan 6ng danh nhau, cau cam gic duoc stre hép dan,
cau biét do, gidng nhur tran dAu ctia ddu sLa Ma b xura dy.” Gior toi dang ngdi Ién canh ban, co ging khong dé vy bin 1én d6, gb soi ddy gidy dinh bin
nhay nhya ra. “Cé mdt thoi gian ngéin t& timg hen ho voi mot taydamboc nghiép du, va ttrngrat thich di xemanh ta luyén tap va thi ddu. Sau d6 ching
t¢ Judn quan he voi nhau trong tinh trang nhyc duc thi vi nhat; méu me roi bam tim rdi cac thir, ddy 1 cai gi d6 rat la dep d& va khoai cam. Sau d6 con
€6 ca miu trén gbi ndm...” roi nang dimg d6, mot tay cam doi giay moc meo cua tol, va bt chot ring minh day goi camtrude ky trc d6. Toi bat dau rén
1én coi cai quan dai w6t sing ra. “Di ‘nhién, ngoai phong ngu va vii dai quyén Anh, ching t¢ khong c6 nhiéu diém chung, thé i mdi tinh doan ménh khi
con trong trimg murde. Khong phai nén tang tt cho mdt mdi quan hé, ding khong? Néu ban chi bi ho hip dan khi ho ban khoa thin va danh phot 6c mdt
nguoi ndo do. Cau tirng danh ai bao gio' chura, Brian?”

Toi dang dirg trong m& quan 4o, nén cu tra 1oi nhur thé ny ciing 1 d& hiéu. “Té ha? Chia oi, khong

“Thé bi danh chura...?”

“A, damba ban gi d6 - céu biét do, chila & méy san choi, 4u da trong quan rrou. Nho trdi thi t6 cling ¢6 duoc cai dai den trong mén tron dudi gim
ban.” Nang mim cudi, cim Ky quin 4o ctia toi, mit ngoanh di, roi bat dau giti va gép gon lai.

“Vay cau ta khong lam cau bi thurong chir?” t61 hoi.

“Khi nao?”

“Spencer, trong vu danh 16n dy.”

“Khi nao?”

“Té thiy cau ta ddy cau té vao tuong...”

“A, khong c6 g, chi bi m)t cyc u nhé trén dau. Sao, ciu cd theé thiy vét bam a?” Nang quay ngudi lai, mot tay 1& toc trén dinh dau, va t0i démg sét phia
sau, veén toc nang sang mdt bén ma khong nhin hﬁn, chi hit Yéo. Nang c6 miii rugu vang gé va Va1 cotton sach, landa am va mii dau gdi Timotei, t0i co
mot h;;lm muon méanh Lét 1a duoc hon lg%n dinh dﬁu nang, cho nho 1én chut xiu, co 1§ 1a cho vét bam. Toi cling ¢6 the tn dung co hdi nay. Ngay bay gio ‘;@i
¢ the rudn nguoi 1én va hon vao do r6i ndi “Roéi nhé, hon cho mau lanh!” hoge dicu gi d6 trong tir, nhung t6i lai c6 ti kiu hanh, nén thay vao do chi dé
ngon tay nhe nhe 1n cho bi do tay.

“Cau c6 cam thiy gl khong?” nang hoi. Alice, cau khong tuéng tuong duoc du...

“Chi c6 mot vét bam nho xiu thdi,” t6i ndi. “Khong hé hén gi.”

‘Tét” nang ndi, bit dau treo quén 4o t6i 1én 10 suoi. Toi van dang thay 4o gi I€ va quan dai, liéc nhanh xung cai quén I6t, t6i thiy nhur thé minh dang lén
giau do choi dat trén ban lam viée, bén nhanh tay kéo cai quan thé duc Ién va mic chiéc 40 len van con phang phat mii cia nang vao. “Té co rugu



whisky dy. Mubn ubng mot chit khong?”

“Ubng chir,” t6i ndi, i ng01 1én girong xem nang rira so qua hai tich udng tra trong chu rira tay. Trong 4nh sang ctia cAy dén ban toi dé y y théy phn da
thit obap diii nang thit tring tréo va khé lan tin, giéng nhur bot nhao banh mi dang n6, va khi nang quay sang mjt bén, nguoc sang, 61 thiy, hodic nghi
minh thdy mdt ti dng miu ndu nhat 16 ra khoi quin 16t nang ngay chd phinh ra mém mai, nhd nhéin dudi bung,

“Vay cau tinh lAm sao?”

Toi giat minh. “Vé chuyén gi?”

“Ban céu, Spencer éy.” RO, lai thé nia - Spencer, Spencer, Spencer...

“Té khong biét - chéic s& n6i chuyén vao sang mai.”

“Vay cau di trong mura dé m gi?”

“Té chi mudn cho cau ta hai ba tiéng dé di ngi. To s& quay vé bay gio...” t0i ndi, gid vo ring minh vi lanh. .

Nang dua t6i cai cde c6 mdt chiit xiu whisky. “Xemnao, dém hém thé niy cau khong thé ra ngoai d6 dugc. Cau phai ngi lai thoi...”

Pén ltic phai néi nhimg 101 gia do khude tir rdi. “O, khong sao dau, that ddy, to nén vé thoi...” Thét ra by gio ti thdy am nguoi 101, nhung Van cb ging
Jam ring danh vao nhau lp cap mot cach gia tao, chuyén nay kho hon ban tudng, nén t6i khong m qué, chi king & n6i, “T6 udng xong i v8.”

“Brian, cdu khong thé ra ngoai d6 dugc du, chi cn nhin doi gidy ciia ciu la biét...!” Doi gity da 1on tan ta dang bdc hoi trén dau 1o swoi giong nhr banh
kep nong, va t6i ¢6 thé nghe tieng mira quat manh vao ctra s6. “T6 tir choi dé€ cau di. Cau phai ngl v6i t6 dém nay”. Giwong ngi la giwong don. Bay 1
mot cai girong hep. Rat hep. Giong céi go turong hon.

“Oi, thoi duoc rdi,” t6i ndi,... “néu cau cir khing khing nhu vay.”
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CAU HOI: Nam 1745, nha phat minh Bérc Ewald Georg von Kleist va dén nim 1746, nha vét Iy hoc Ha Lan Pieter van Musschenbroek da cing vo
tinh kham ph4 ra céi gi dugc luu giit trong chai Leyden, mot chai thily tinh duoc bit kin?

TRA LOI: Tinh dién.
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Mot thanh nién, nhu t6i day chéng han, dn tudi mudi chin s& phai lam mot ) chuyén duoc nghiém nhién cho 1 cAn phai lam. Clﬁng han, ban ¢6 thé cho
13, & tudi mudi chin t6i chic hin da di may bay, hodic cudi xe md 6, hodic l4i xe hoi, hodic ghi ban, hoac hit thudc 1 thanh thuc. Khoang mudi chin tudi
Movzart da viét giao hudng, opera va biéu dién trudc hoang gia chau Au. Keats da sang tac bai tho Endymion. Ngay ca Kate Bush ciing d4 thu am dwoc
hai album déu tay, con t6i thi chura an loai ngd ngot dong hop.

Nhung phai néi 1 6i thire sy khong ban tim méy chuyén do, vi toi nay toi sap stra lam mot ct dot pha. Tdi nay, lin dau tién trong doi toi sap stra danh
tron dém trén grong voi ai do.

Thoi duge, t6i can diém lai mot chit. Miia hé nam ngodi, t6i & chung trong mot cai léu du lich loai don véi Spencer va Tone ¢ dao Canvey, ciing kha I
4m ciing, T6i ngti chung girrong v6i me sudt hai dém dau sau khi b mét. Vao dém trude dam tang dng, t0i chia sé cai girong don ctia minh voi Tina, ba
chi ho ngudi Ailen, nhung di nhién 1in d6 khéng tinh, vi bé qua mot bén tinh canh dau budn va diéu cAm ky vé loan luén, nguoi chi ho Tina da, va hién
van la mot ngudi cue ky bao Iuc. Noi tréing ra, véi tur cach mot thing thanh nién, t6i chira bao gio, chura timg, ngi chung giurdng nguyén dém véi mot
thanh vién khac gidi trong gia dinh mi khong c6 quan hé than thiét vivhodc e s¢. Cho dén tan bay gio.

Ching t6i thire thém khoang mdt tiéng, udng whisky, ngdi bén nhau trén giwong, ndi chuyén, nghe album Tapestry va dia moi ciia nhém Everything but
the Girl. Biét |a minh s& ¢ ddy lu, t6i ben thur gian mot chit va ching t6i bt dau vui vé, , vui vé diing my, hoi tuong lai bira tiée, vy danh Ion, vé mit
Patrick khi anh ta ¢b nhé tén ctia Spencer. Nang ng01 thing lung ké bén t6i, hai chan xép bang, c4i 40 thun ngin tay duoc kéo manh xuong bung cho
diing mye, nhung khi nang khong dé v, t6i c6 thé thiy miu tréing ndn na va lan da hdng hao phia trong bap dui nang, chd bt dAu chay xudng phan hom
vao thi tim
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“Nhan tién,” nng noi, “t& c6 mdt chuyén muén néi véi cau.”

“Chuyén gi?”” t6i hoi. T6 yéu Spencer mit rdi hay dai loai thé, t6i doan vay.

“Tbi nay t& c6 mdt vai tin tot,” nang dap, 1p la Kp limg,

“Noidi...”

“T6... 1a... Hedda Gabler!”

“Chuic mimg! Thét la mot tin tuyét voi!” Thanh that ma noi, t6i thdm hy vong ning s& khong nhan duoc vai d6 vi nhur vy dong nghia V6i viéc nang s€ phai
dién tap sudt, va mot phan boi vi, gidng nhur nhiéu dién vién, nang rd rang kha [ té nhat trong bd mbn ndy. Nhung dung bao gio n6i rang t6i khong c6 tai
nang trong viéc thiéu thanh thyrc. “Thét nhac hién! Vai Hedda! Cau s& tuyet Jim cho ma xem! Té mirng cho cau Bm!” t6i n6i, 6m va hon vao mé ning, vi
1ot cude, t6i co B cling kiém duoc chit loi ich tir viee do. “Nay, céu van dinh tham gia Thach thirc Pai hoc, ding khong?”

“Nhit dinh. T6 kiém tra rdi. Thoi gian khong bi tring nhau, ngay ca khi ching ta lot vao vong hai...”

“Chiing ta s€ vao.”

“Chiing ta s€ vao.”

Va 16i ching t6i ndi chuyén ca tiéng ddng hd vé nhitng thir thach day rdy va da dang lién quan dén viée khéc hoa nhén vt Hedda Gabler, chuyén do
ching dé dang chiit ndo, vi tht tinh t6i da doc bao gity dau, nén t6i bén 1ap ky chd doi va nhin nang mot hoi JAu, thé roi nang noi..

“... va diéu tuyét voi that sy chinh 1 Neil MacIntyre s& thii vai Eflert Lovborg...”

“Neil nao nhi...?”

“Cau biét ma - c4i cau Richard Pé Tam duoc yéu thich hoc ky trude 4y?”

“A, ra i cAu Ay!” t6i noi, ngu y, “C)l, ra 1d thiing dn ¢6 céi tréng luc lac!” Neil Maclntyre 14 céi ga khén hay d6ng kich da danh phén Ién hoc ky trude
chdng nang di khap kha khap khiéng quanh quéan ruou sinh vién dé “nhdp var”. ’. Nhidu an t6i da dinh d4 d6i nang cua gi, nhung Alice & rang dang rat
hao himg v6i nhiing trai nghiém dang cho phia truée vi nang tro nén s6i n01 va nhiét tinh khong thé tin droc, vung vay tay trong khong khi, can moi, 1di
Vo tay lén tran. Trén thire t nang dang dlem so qua mot cach xuyén subt vé phan dién ctia minh, canh nay t6i canh kia, nén t6i co gang gilt tinh tdo bang
cach nhay mit mbi ic nang khong dé v, rdi thinh thoang liéc trom, Ién it vao hinh Snoopy bi nhat mau trén 4o thun ngin tay dang nang lén ha xubng ctia
nang, hay lan da tai tai ctia nang & dii trong, tur chyp nhitng tAm anh trong dau.

Cuéﬂi ctng, sau doan Hedda ném bire thur tay ctia nguroi tinh yéu diu Lovborg vao ngon lira 10i tur sat & dang sau san khiu, Alice ndi, “Chtia oi, t6 phai
diticu cai da,” va dira hanh lang d€ t6i nha vé sinh chung. Ngay khi nang di khoi t6i lién kén It lay chai lin khir mii dudi canh tay hiéu Cool Blue cua
nang ra xai, va dieu chinh géc d9 cua cai dong ho bao thire kim radio voi hy vong nang s& khong thay a da ba gio sang va bat dau buon ngl. The nhung
khi quay lai phong dicu dau tién nang lam 1 ngap va ndi, “Dén gid di ngti 161, va di téi chiu rira tay r6i bat dau danh rang,

“T6 e 1a cau phai muron ban chai ctia to oL, nang ndi, mi¢ng dé“ly bot. “Hy vong cau khong ngai.”

“Néu cau khong ngai thi t6 ciing khong!”

“Thé thi cAm ]ay,” 1o nang chuyén 16 cho t61, va tdi rira dudi voi nuée, nhung khong rira hét, 1di chiing t6i ding canh nhau bén chiu rira, t6i danh ring
trong khi ning ty trang bang nu6e tAy trang mau xanh duong. C6 mdt cht budn curdi khi t6i v tinh nhd tring ban tay nang khi nang voi tay qua chiu
rira dé Ty miéng bong thAm, i ching t6i nhin vao miét nhau trong guong, va nang cudi vui vé khi nhanh tay ruaﬂcho bot hirong bac ha ctia t6i ra khoi co
tay. Trong gidy d6 t6i cam thay c6 modt chiit 4m ctng gia dinh, nhur thé hai dira dang sin sang di ngi sau khi d t6 chirc mot bita tiée t6i thanh cong nuc
10’ va vui vé cho nhitng ban be than thiet, nhung dai gi noi ra, vi 16t cude t6i cling dau phai mot ké ngu ngdc hoan toan het thuoc chira.

Toi cdi céi o len xanh 14 va quan thé duc ra theo cach khong qué khiéu khich tinh duc, dinh dé nguyén doi vé cho thoai méi, nhung quan 16t va vo nhin
chang hop ti ndo, nén t6i bén cdi vo ra d€ canh girong, phong khi can dén.

“Cu mudn ndm sét tuwong, hay...” nang hoi.

“Sao cing duge ma...”

“Thé thi t& s& nim sat tudng, duoc chi?”

“Béng gy

“Lay mot ly nue nhé?”

“Puoe,” rdi nang chui vao dudi tim phi giwrdng tur chilp va, va t6i im theo.

Lic du ching toi that ra khong cham vao nhau, khong chu tim, va rdi cira quéy khi nhdn ra cai giwdng dung that i qua nho. Cudi ciing ca hai sira tur thé



sao cho thodi mai, nim co tron song song nhau, giéng nhur ,déu ngodc kép, nhung thét ra t6i dau dam dung vio ngudi nang, nang nhur thé mot duong ray
¢ dién vay. Ma, trong mdt chimg mre nao do, ding Ia the that.

“Thodi mai chir?”” nang hoi.

“U... &7

“Ngon ngon, Brian.”

Gi? “Ngon ngon 47”

“Cau biét khong, bd t6 hay ndi nhur vy, thay cho 1i chiic nga ngon.”

“Vay cling Ngon ngon cau, Alice.”

“Céu s& tit dén chir?”

“Cau khong c6 y bao t& dua tlﬁng nho ra chir ha?” 61 noi, néu ban hoi vi sao thi toi cho d6 1a diéu kha di dom dé néi luc 3 gio 42 phit sang, nhung
nang khong néi gi hay giy ra mot tiéng dong ndo, nén toi bén tit dén. Trong thoang chdc toi tur nhi viéc tit dén lidu ¢6 phai la cht xtic tic dé 1am hai
dira giai toa (rc ché va giai phong nhitng thém khét tham kin ra hay khong, nhung khong, n6 chi lam cho can phong t6i thui. Ching t6i van gitr ding tur thé
trude do, dau ngoac kép, khong cham vao nhau, va chang bao laurd rang la sy cang co dé ctr giir tu thé ctmg nhdc va khong cham nang sap stra khong
thé duy tri nita 16}, khdc ndo cammot cai ghé gio thing ra subt dém déu co chir. Thé 14 t6i hoi tha Iong nguoi, va phén dui trén bong dung vao dudng
cong mdng tréi Am 4p clia ning, ma nang hinh nhur khong ngai hay thiic cti chd vao dng toi, nén t6i cho ring khong sao.

Nhung gids t6i nhan ra khong biét m gi voi canh tay minh. Cénh tay phai, dang dat dudi thin ngudi, bat dau ¢ cam giac bi kim chm, nén toi bén giat
manh tay khoi nguoi, choc vao vimg than Alice.

“Oi!”

“Xin 16i!”

“Khong sao.”

Nhung gio- ching lai du dura khong phwrong huéng phia trude 61, ¢ nhitng goc do ky la, giéng nhur mdt con r01 bi viit bo, con t6i dang cb nhé minh van
thurong lam gi voi canh tay khi khong 6 chung giuong voi ai o, nghia la trong suot cudc doi minh. T6i thir gap nhing chi thira thai m6i la nay ngang ngure,
nhung ciing khong 6 on, va gio thi Alice da dich nguoi gAn sat tuong, kéo theo tAm phu, nén mong t6i dang ném ngoai ria giwong, va bi 16 thong gi6 thdi
vao ong quan dui. Thé nén hoac 13 toi giat tAm chin lai, hanh dong nay ¢ hoi tho 16, con khong thi danh lidu xich lai gan hon, ma i lim vay that, nén gio
t01 dang nam co tron 4p sat lung nang, thé nay that tuyét, va ti nghi tur thé nay vé Iy mi ndi phai dwoc goi la dp thia. Toi ¢ thé cam tlny hoi thé nang
ndng Ién ha xudng, va ¢ ging diéu hoa hoi thé' ciia minh dting nhip véi nang, hy vong lim vy c6 thé nga thiép di, méc di hinh nhu bat kha thi, vi 16 rang
tim toi dang d4p, qua nhanh [ dang khic, y hét tin con chd san tho.

Gi‘q thi t(')cv nang dinh vao mi¢ng toi 101, Toi ¢b hat toc ra b?mg cach ctr dong mdt loat cac co mit, nhung khong &n thua, nén t6i bén viron b ra sau xa
nhat c6 thé, nhung soi toc van ¢ d6, by gio thi n6 lot vao 16 mili t6i roi. Canh tay t0i van bt tréo trude ngue va dp vao Alice, nén toi phai viron nguoi ra
sau d€ & canh tay ra gat toc di, nhung gi canh tay tri toi lai lot ra ngoai tam chén, lanh, va t0i khong bict phai nhét n6 vao dau nita, con tay phai bat
dau c6 cam giac rdm ran nhu bi kim chdm, do chudt it hoac mot con dau tim sap xay ra, va miii Cool and Blue duéi canh tay hoi nong, va quan dui toi
lai hudng vao 16 thong gio, va ban chan t6i da lanh cong, va toi khong biét minh c6 thé véi tay Iy d6i v& durge khong nita va...

“Cau cr cya quay vay?” Alice Ambam

“Xin 16i. Cha biét phai lim gi v6i canh tay t6 nira!”

“DAy...” rdi nang lam céi viéc dang sling sO nhét. Nang viron tay ra cAm canh tay t6i va dé n6 6m quanh xurong sudn ning, bén dudi cai 4o thun ngin
tay, dé ban tay toi dzt trén lin da bung 4m 4p ctia ning, va t6i nghi minh cam thdy duong cong ciia ngure nang cham hr6t qua cing tay minh.

“Dd hon chura?”

“T6t hon nhiéu.”

“Budn ngi khong?” nang hoi, cau hoi ndy that sy hoi budn cuoi, khi mi ngue phéi ning dang cha vao cb tay toi.
“Khong... hin,” t6i noi.

“T6 cling vay. Noi chuyén véi to nhé.”

“VE& cai gi?”

“Céi g cling duoc.”



“Pong y.” Toi quyét dinh durong dau véi kho khin. “Cau nghi sao vé Spencer?”
“Té thich cau dy.”
“Cau nghi ciu ta choi duge chir?”

“C6 chir! Hoi tho kéch, ddy...” ning n6i, bang giong khu Dong Luan Pon trén kénh Radio 4 «.. xc lo, nhung t6 nghi cau dy tuyét im. RS rang ciu dy
yéu cau.”

“Thé 4, t& khong biét chuyén d6 day nhé...” t6i noi.

“Khong, thit do. Cau nén nghe cai lic cau Ay tan dwong ciu méi phai”

“Té tudng cau ta dang tan tinh cau...”

“Chia oi, khong dau! Hoan toan ngwoc lai...” nang n6i. Thé i nghia lim sao?

“Chuyén nhur thé n30?” t6i hoi.

Nang do du, 16i quay dau sang nira chirng va noi, “A, cau Ay duong nhur ¢6 y nghi 14 cau... phai ong t6.”
“Spencer n6i thé 4? V6i cau, toi nay?”

U

Ra 14 thé. O ngoai d6. Toi khong biét phai néi gi hay nhin vao d4u nita, bén tré minh va thé dai. “Um, cam on Spencer, cam on ciu nhiéu Bm..”
“Té khong nghi cdy Ay mudn pha.”

“Sao, cdu ta da ndi gi khac a?”

“A, cAu Ay kh say, nhumg cau Ay béo cau that sur i mot anh chang tt, 2 ma, chinh xac 161 cau Ay 1 d6i khi cau hoi d4n nhung cau rit 1 chung thy,
dang hoang, va khong c6 nhi€u gi & bén ngoai giong nhu cau va néu td c¢d y voi cau thi t& nén... hen ho véi can.”

“Spencer ndi may 1oi d6 42

“Um,” t6i thoang nhé lai hinh anh Spencer dtmg dudi anh dén dudng, trong con mira phim, hai nit nhém nghién, Iong ban tay dit 1én tran, con toi thi
budc di theo hudng khac.

“Cau dang nghi gi vay?” Alice hoi, mét lai quay vao tuong,

“Um Ciing ching biét nira.”

“Nhung n t6 ciing phéi thira nhan do 1 s that thoi, nhi? Y t¢ 1 to nghiind ¢ thé ding”

“Chuyén d6 16 lidu dén vay a?”

“Phai, t& nghii | t& bét gip cau thinh thoang nhin t6. Va rdi ¢6 hen nhau an t6i...”

“O1, Chia 01, t& xdu hd vé chuyén do Bm..”

“Dlmg nhur vay. Budi t6i thi vi m. Chi la...”

“Sao.”

Nang im ling mot lic, r0i thér dai ndo rudt va nam chét ban tay toi, kiéu cir chi bao cho ban biét con chut hamster da chét, va t6i chuén bj sin tinh than
cho bai dién van “ching-minh- li-ban-bé-thoi-nhé” cii rich nhung hiéu qua. Nhung 1di nAng xoay ngudi qua nhin vao 61, vén toc ra sau tai, vira hay toi
¢6 thé nhan ra khudn mét nang trong ludng sang cam rung dong ctia cai ddng hd bao thirc kiém dai phat thanh.

“Té khong biét nita Brian. Cau biét khong, t6 i ké xui x¢o.”

“Khong, khong phai...”

“Thét ddy. TAt ca mdi quan hé t& timg co déu két thic bang viéc mot ai d6 bi ton thuong...”

“Té khong ban tam...”

“Nhung ciu s ban tam, néuciuld t6. Y t6 14, ciu biét con nguoitd...”



“T6 biét, cu da noi t6 nghe. Nhung t6 da ndi rdi, t& khong dé tim, vi khong phéi thir s& tt hon sao? Té mubn n6i, khong phai s& 6t hon néu thir mot
phen sao, xem chiing ta tién trién thé ndo? RS rang 1a tiry ca vao cdu, vi cdu co theé khong thich té& theo kieu do...”

“A, tt nhién t¢ c6 nghi vé chuyén do. Nhung tham chi cdn khong biét phai di x sao véi cau. Té that sy khdng c6 thdi gian cho méy chuyén trai i, t6
phai dong vai Hedda, con chuyén doi tuyén va nhi€u chuyén khac. Té rat coi trong sy doc 1ap ctia ban than...”

“Coi ndo, 6 cling coi trong sy doc lap cuia t6 chir!” t6i ndi, di nhién do 1a loi noi ddi hoan toan, vi t6i biét phai lim gi v6i sy doc 1ap co chir? Ma ban biét
“doc lap” 12 gi khong? “Ddc 1ap” 1 nhin chiim chim Ién tran nha nira dém, cac mong tay choc vao long ban tay. “Ddc lap” la nhan ra nguoi duy nhit ta
n6i chuyén ca ngay 1 nguroi dan 6ng 6 ctra hang ban ruou. “Poc lap” la mot bira dn sang trong & tang ham ctia Burger King vao trua thir Bay. Khi Alice
161 vé “doc lap” thi nang rmon 16i vé mot thir hoan toan khac han. “Poc lap” 1a thir xa xi phdm ctia tat ca nhitng ngudi qué ty tin, qué ban ron, qua ndi
tiéng va qua hip dan dén ndi chang thé cam thay bi ndi “c6 don’” deo bam.

Va dimng c6 nhdm lan, c6 don chic chin 1 diéu té nhét K& vdi ai d6 ring ban nghién ruou, hodc 16i loan 3n uéng, hodc tlnm chi viée bb mét khi ban
con la mdt dira tré thi ban gan nhu s& ¢6 thé tlny miét ho sang lén khi nghe céu chuyén ké xtic dong lamly dé dong long trac 4n 4y, boi vi ban co van dé,
mot diéu gl d6 dé ho co thé thamgla Va0, c6 thé n6i, phin tich, thao ludn vé 16 va thdm chi c6 thé chita lanh nd. Nhung néu ban n01 voi ai d6 rang ban
¢6 don thi di nhién ho hinh nhur s& dng cam, nhung hy nhin c4n than rdi ban s& thy mdt tay ho Ién it dira ra sau lung, chop ly ndm dém cira, sin sang
dao tau, nhur thé sy ¢6 don a mdt can bénh truyén nhiém vay. Chi vi sir ¢6 don qué nhat nhdo, quéa déng xdu hd, qua don diéu, qua chan ngit va dang
SO.

A, subt cude doi ti o don nhur mdt con rén va da phat chan véi chuyén d6. Toi mudn lam thanh vién ctia mot di, mot mdi quan h¢ tinh cam, mudn cam
nhén tiéng kéu ghen ti, ngudng md va tiéng tho' phao nhe nhdm khi ching t6i ciing nhau bude vao phong - “On Chiia, bay gio ching ta déu 6n ca, viho
dang ¢ déy” - nhung ciing kinh hai mot chit, dang s mot chut, va nhay bén, nhur Dick va Nicole Driver trong Cudce tinh bo di, quyén rti va hoan toan 101
cudn 1an nhau vé thé xac, gidng nhur Burton va Taylor, hay giong Arthur Miller va Marilyn Monroe, ngoai trir viée ching t6i 6n dinh, ¢6 6¢ xét doan va
chung thity, khong c6 suy sup tinh than, thiéu chung thity hay ly hon. Di nhién dai gi ma ndi ra, vi trong gidy phit nay khong diéu gi c6 thé mnang so hai
hon méy chuyén do, 1am thé khéc ndo gio ra mdt ciy riu, va toi chac chéin khong thé ndi ra tir “c6 don’ vi né thuong khién ngudi ta thiy khong thoi mai.
Vay nén n6i gi day? Toi hit mot hoi that sau, tho' dai, om dau, va cudi ciing da nghi ra didu phai noi.

“Tét ca nhitng gi t6 biét 1 cau hoan toan déng ngac nhién, Alice 4, va di nhién cuc ky xinh dep, khong phéi chi vi chuyén d6, ms con vi t6 hoan toan
thich dwoc & vi cau, danh thoi gian bén cau, va t6 nghif B, a thue su nghi B ching ta nén....” va 1di im ing, thoi co cho hanh dong da dén. Toi hon Alice
Harbmson.

Va 1i t6i hon nang, thire sw hon ding nghia, vao mbdi va moi chd. Méi nang 4m nhung e dAu hoi kho, va hoi nirt né, nén t6i ¢6 thé d& dang cam thiy
mdt mau da chét nho & mdi dudi, t6i dinh cin n6 ra, nhung tu nhi nhur vy ¢6 18 hoi bao dam, cén w, chi trong vong mdt vai gidy dau? Hay hon phit ra,
khong biét co duoc khong? Ta c6 thé hon da chét khong nhi? Chuyén d6 thi dinh dang gi co chir? Toi vira dinh thir thi Alice dua dau ra, va toi tuong o

1€ minh da lam hong chuyén, nhung thay vao d6 nang chi mim cudi so' 1én moi va kéo chd da chét ra khoi mdi va bo né xudng mdt bén giudng. Roi nang
Jay Iung ban tay cham mdi, nhin xudng dé xem c6 chay mau khong, liém mbi rdi ching toi lai hon nhau, va d6 chinh 14 thién duong,

Ban dén chuyén hon hit, t6i 16 rang khong phéi tay sanh soi, nhung kha chiic d6 1 mdt ny hon chiy bong, Rét khac so voi trai nghiém khi hén Rebecca
Epstein; Rebecca la mbt nglI01 tuyét voi, vui vé va nhiéu dire tinh khéc, nhung hon Rebecca Epstein thi toan 1 gai goc. Miéng Alice 10 rang khong gai
gbc, chi co s Amap va mém mai, nic du c6 mii hoi migng phang phét huong bac ha tda ra tir mdt trong hai dira, chéc [ tir t6i, cam giac van tuygt Vol
nhur trén thién duong, hay s& nhur vay néu nhur t6i khong dot nhién nhén ra khong biét minh nén dm gi v6i cai hrdi, nd thinh inh trd nén to ra va phiéu thit,
gidng nhur cai thir ban thiy dwoc quan chét trong bao nhyra trong mot cira hang thit vay. Bua ludira ¢6 ding khong, t6i ty hoi? Va 10i dé tra 1o hrdi
nang vira hay dua ra cham vao rang toi, r0i ning cam tay toi dua Ién trén chiéc a0 thun tay ngfin ¢6 hinh Snoopy dang ndim dai trong chudng, vao bén
dudi 4o, va roi sau do t6i phai thi nhan la moi thir bét dau c6 mot chit Ky mo.

Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chuéng i, Pirng Poi duoc tai mién phi tai ww.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.
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CAU HOI: Erik Weisz, con trai ctia gi4o singuoi Hungari, ndi tiéng v6i nhitng man tron thoét va bién mét rat ky cong, c6 tén goi quen thude hon 1a gi?
TRA LOI: Harry Houdini.

sksksk

Sang hom sau ching t6i hon nhau nhiéu hon, nhung it dim dudi ing man ndng chay hon dém qua, vi dang ban ngy va nang c6 thé thiy c4i minh dang ap
sat mit vao. Hon nira Alice c6 16p Hoi thao Mat na Hoa trang lic 9 gio 15, nén chi sau tam gio to1 8 cam doi giay dong bun va dira phia cira.

“Cau c6 chac 1a khdng mudn té di cing chir?”


http://ebookfull.net

“Khong, khong can dau, 6nma...”
“Cau chéc khong?”

“T¢ con phai ly do, tim rira va nhiéu viéc khéc...” Toi rit hanh phic néu dugc ¢ lai dé mmiy chuyén do, va mo hd cam thiy nén tranh thi génh Fy,
nhung phong tam & day 1a phong tam chung, 13 rang dieu ndy lam moi viée trd nén khé khan, va ngoai ra, t6i phai udn ghi nho, ra vé lanh dam, ra vé lanh
dam

“A, camon ciu vi da tiép nhan t6,” t6i ndi, ¢b ging tao ra kiéu dudng hoang cho thay minh hoan toan khong quét nga truy phong, rdi nghiéng nguoi
hon nang, Nang né di qua nhanh, va trong khoanh khéc t6i tu hdi minh ¢6 nén thay bi xic pham khong thi nang ngay Iap tirc dua ra mdt sy gidi thich

12>

hoan ho: “Xin 161 cau, hoi miéng Ay ma!
“Khong hé gi,” t6i n6i, t61 khong quan tim ké ca hoi thd nang that sy, that sur hoi. Nang c6 tho ra lira ti ciing khong méng,

“Céu c6 tho ra ira ciing ching sao,” toi noi.

Nang phét ra tiéng “hirm?” day nghi hodc rdi tron niit vui vé ndi, “Phéi rdi, nay, tot hon l cau nén di trude khi ai d6 bat gip. Ma ndy Brian?”
“‘Oi”

“Céu khong duoc ké cho ai dau ddy. Hira chir?”

“Di nhién.”

“Bi mat cua hai dra minh chu...?”

“Chéc chén roi.”

“Nhat dinh nh¢?”

“T6 hira.”

“Puoc 10i - sin sang chua?”’ rdi nang mo ctra va nhin xubng cau thang dé xéc nhan 1 khong c6 nguy hiém rinh rap, roi day t6i mot cach du yemra khoi
ctra, nhur thé day mdt ngudi nhay dit mién cudng ra khoi may bay, va toi xoay ngudi lai vira kip ic nhin thiy khudn mit xinh dep ctia nang bién mit ding
sau canh cira, nang cudi, i kha chic [ nhu vay.

Toi ngdi Ién 1o sudi & cau thang, vO doi gidy hong vao nhau, rii bin dét roi vai day khip san gd I6t.
sksksk

Toi vé nha trong trang théi ling lAng. Sudt hai fur gio chura &n gi ngoai khoai tay chién va dau phong, t6i doi gan chét, lai con phai X0ay X0 dé kéo dan co
o trong khi dang hon Alice, d6 1 mot diéu can thiét. Toi ciing c6 cam giac chong mat, doi meo, budn ngi thirdng gap khi thire tréing dém, va kha chic
minh van con cam cy dugc 1 nho vao adrenaline, sy phan chan va nurde bot ctia nguoi khac, nén t6i dimg lai & chd sira xe mua mot lon Fanta, mdt
thanh s6 ¢6 la Mars va mdt goi banh my Mint Aero dé an sang, bat dau cam thiy khoe hon.

D6 1a mdt budi sang mia dong dep trdi, kho lanh, va ¢6 nhirg dam tre con dang ndm tay b6 me, di bo dén truong, Khi dimg an Mint Aero & vach bang
qua duong toi bat gap anh niit cia mot ¢d bé dung ke bén, co bé dang nhin to mo vao doi giay va céi quan dong bun lam t6i trong nhur the bi nhiing vao
s0 ¢0 la stra. Cai nhin khién t61 nghi minh giong cai hinh nao day trong quyen sach tranh anh ky quic ma tré con thuong chu y, nén t6i mim cuoi voi cd

10

bé, clii ngudi xubng va n6i to, bang giong diéu ctia J. D. Salinger{ 1]: “That ra ta vira bj nhing vao s6 ¢6 la sira ddy!
[1] Jerome David “J. D.” Salinger (1919-2010) 1 nha vin ngudi My ndi tiéng voi tiéu thuyét Bat tré dong xanh.

Nhung diéu gi 6 xay ra véi nhitng tir ngit trong diu va & cira miéng toi, v dot nhién nd nghe nhur thé didu quai gb nhét va dang lo ngai nhit ma ngudi ta
dinoi voi mot dira tré. Nguoi me dudng nhu cling ddng v, vi ba gin gitt nhin 01 nur thé Toi La Ké Bt Coc Con Nit, ba ta ndm Ay tay con gai va voi
va bang qua dudng lic den con chua kip chuyén mau. Toi nhin vai, vi da quyet khong dé didu gi pha hong séng nay, vi mu6n hru giit nhimg cam gide
phin chin ndn nao ndy, nhung c6 mot diéu khac 1am toi phién mudn, mot diéu ma t6i hoan toan khong thé rii bo.

Spencer. Phai noi gi voi Spencer déy? Xin 101 chang. Nhung khong duoc qua trinh trong, khong lam chuyén thanh ra to tat, chi can 161 kiéu, nay, xin 15i

chuyén i qua nhé, t& nghi chuyén hoi vurot tim kiém sodt, bo téo a, va i chung 101 s€ cudi cho qua chuyén. R6i t6i 58 ké cho cau dy nghe Alice va toi
da lam tinh nhur thé ndo, c6 didu t6i s& khong goi nhur vy, s& goi chuyén do 1 “giao hru tinh cani”, va rdi moi chuyén s& tré lai binh thirdng. Di nhién co

18 t6t nhét néu cau iy Vﬁn 101 di vao hom nay, nhung t6i & thir ¢d ging, s& tron buéi hoc, dan hba va ho tong cau Ay ra tram tau.

Nhung khi t6i quay lai Richmond House, cdu ta khong ¢ d6. Chinh xac thi cin phong van nguyén trang khi hai dtra rdi khoi vao chiéu hom qua - khung
giurong, dong chan va nhitng cai khan tAm Am wét, lanh 8o, mii amoniac, Bia Pc Biét va hoi ga Calor. Toi ty hoi iéu cdu ta c6 dé lai do dac gi & day
khong, nhlmg 10i nhé ra cdu ta chang dem theo hanh Iy gi khi t6i day; chi c6 mdt cai ti nhya ¢6 to Daily Mirror cili ctia ba ngay trde va banh my kep
thit thiu, van ndm bén canh ban chd cdu ta d3 dit ching. Lo Eing, t6i nhit Ay tdi nhura, di t6i bép, chd Josh va Marcus dang 3n trimg ludc va soi gid ¢6
phiéu trén t& Times.



“C6 cau nao gip Spencer tdi qua khong?”’

“Khong, t6 khong gip,” Josh dap.

“Ga d6 khong di cling cau a?” Marcus lau bau.

“Khong, ching t& tach ra & bita tiéc. TG nghi cau ta i tim dugc duong vé day.”

“Sao phai thé? Sau d6 cau da & dau ha, d6 ngi lang ddy bin ban?”” Josh liéc mét dam dat.

“Chi ghé qua d&m ¢ chd mt ngudi ban thoi. That ra d6 1a Alice,” t6i ndi, rdinhG ra khong dugc noi voi ai.

“0 666 6,”bonho dong thanh Ia Ién.

“A, cac cau biét thé ndo roi do, duge in cangd vé khong!” t6i ndi, nhét ddng dd ctia Spencer vao thing réc r?)i bo di. Di nhién t61 khong c6 “chuyén
d6”, chira bao gior 6 “chuyén d6”, s€ ching bao gio ¢6 “chuyén d6”, nhung khong co6 1y do gi t6i lai khong dé moi ngudi nghi rang tdi ¢ “chuyén d6™,
ngay ca chi trong mdt khoang thoi gian ngan ngii.

Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chuéng i, Pirng Poi duoc tai mién phi tai ww.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.
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VONG BON

Rosemary dimg ddy va cti ngudi xung néi véi anh nhimg 161 chan thanh nht ciia minh: “O, ching ta dting 1 dién vién - ca anh va em déu nhur vay.”
F. Scott Fitzgerald, Cudc tinh bd di.
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CAU HOL: Trong bai \{iét nam 1926 dépg trén to LEF do Maya Kovsky lam chu but, Sergel Eisenstein’dﬁ dé xvat mot dang thirc dién anh moi it phy
thude vao trai canh tuyén tinh, hop 1y, bat bién, ma dwa nhi€u vao viée dat cac hinh anh cach di¢u hoa ke sat nhau. Fisenstein dd dat t€n cho loai k¥ thuat
dién anh moi nay 1a gi?

TRA LOL: Montage of attractions[1].

[1] K§ thuat dyng phim trong d6 hai canh rat khac nhau duoc dt ké tiép, rdi mdt canh thir ba s& dan dat ngwoi xem hiéu y nghia cia doan phim. N rét
khac so véi k¥ thuat dung ki€u Hollywood co dién.

skksk

C6 mdt quy wée chung, dic biét dwoc ghi nhin trong dong phim M chinh thng, d6 1 nam va nir chinh s& phai dng nhau trong mot loat canh dan dung,
khong dién dat dugc bang 1oi, kéo dai, kiéu gi cling duoc mndi bat boi mot vai diéu ballad ciia dan nhac, thuong ¢6 doc thu dan saxo-phone. Toi
ching hiéu tai sao phai long nhau ma lai khong dién dat béng 101 - c6 khi ndo vi viéc chia s¢ nhitng suy nghi, bi mét va khao khat riéng tw la mt viéc chan
phéo ddi voi nhirg ngudi khong phai lap tirc c6 diy mo ré mé vo6i nhau. Nhung dii sao, loat canh ndy minh hoa tat ca nhing diéu vui vé ma nhiing ban
tré yéu nhau lam cuing nhau - an bap bo khi di coi i phim & rap, cong nhau, hon nhau & ghé da cong vién, thir doi nhitng c4i ndn ngd ngan, udng ruou trong
bon tim ddy bot xa phong, ngi vao bé boi, di dao phd budi tbi tay trong tay trong khi chi trd nhitng chom sao khac nhau v.v...

A, V& Alice va t6i, tuan vira rdi hoan toan chéng ¢ gixay ra. Thyc ra, t6i ching nghe duoc tin gi vé nang, diéu d6 ciing tot thoi vi khdu hiéu moi ctia toi
1 Lanh Ring va Xa cach, va t6i dang dé tam rét nhidu dén viéc khong xam pham vao su doc p quy gid cuia nang, déc bict trong thoi ky dang qua ban
16n v6i vo Hedda Gabler. Ma t6i that su i khong ban tim gi khi khong nghe tin gi tir nang, Thire té, c4 tuan toi chi goi dién cho nang dau c6 nam, sau
Jan, ma ciing cha dé lai tin nhén @i, cai hay chinh 1 & chd d6, 6 khi ndo Alice nghi toi da khong goi dién cho nang khong! Thi that 14, ¢6 mot lin hoi kho
xir khi Rebecca Epstein bat méy, toi phai khéo Iéo dbi giong trong dién thoai khac di mot chit, nhung t6i nghi minh d thoét nan.

Thay vao do, ti dang lim minh quén ling bang c4ch nghe that nhiéu nhac ctia Bush thoi trung ky va d6 toan bo cam xtc dat dao ctia minh vio mdt bai
tho tinh t6i sang tac danh cho L& Valentine, con ba ngay nita, ngly trude cude thi Thach thirc. Di nhién t6i nhan thirc duoc ring L& Valentine khong gi
hon I mdt chidu tiép thi yém thé bi lam dung, nhumg thoi diém L& Valentine tht sur [ mdt sur kién 16n d6i voi toi, va gin voi viée giri di cai thiép duoc
viét theo kiéu tap chi gia dinh Reader’s Digest tim c&. Bay i ti da trurdng thanh hon, tinh cam trd nén sau séc hon, nén chi can giri thiép cho me va
Alice, gi6i han & d6 thoi. Di nhién theo khau hiéu Lanh King va Xa cach vai Alice, déng 1§ t6i khong nén giri thiép, nhung t6i khdng mudn bi nghi 1 bo roi
nang hodc, € hon, bi nghi 14 nhitng gi d& co gitra ching t6i chi 1a tinh dyc.


http://ebookfull.net

Con vé bai tho, chic cting 6n, nhung hinh nhur t6i khong thé quyét dinh vé thé tho phit hop, t6i da thir qua tho x6né theo kiéu nha tho Y Petrarch, tho
x6né hoan chinh theo kiéu William Shakespeare, cap cau dp van, cau tho Anh ¢6 sau cum amtiét va thudng ngit sau cum am tiét thir ba, thé tho haiku
ctia Nhat va tho tu do, va c6 thé chon viét theo thé tho hai hude nam cau.

Alice, an it, khic khich, hat hit, phat xit...

skkesk

Cubi cting, hoa ra miii Patrick chéng hé bi giy. Nhung nd do6, méo mo6 va sung, ddng thoi chic chén Ay di vé ngoai d& nhin ctia Nguoi hing Hanh dong.
Trén ma anh ta ciing c6 mit cai theo, vira hay, trong khé ngau va gai goc, nhung dai gi n6i ra diéu nay v6i anh ta.

“Pau khong?” t61 hoi.
“Trong n6 c6 dau khong?” anh ta cau nhau.
‘SHO,i.”?

“Con phai ndi, dau chir sao khong, That ra 1a dau mudn chét,” i dé chimg minh cho nhing gi minh n6i, anh ta cham vao chd dau, roi nhin mat mot
cach mau me. Ching t6i dang ¢ trong can bép gon gang theo kiéu quén sy cta anh ta, pha tra cho nhiing thanh vién con lai dén cho budi tap duot cudi
true ngiy xudt hién trén ti vi. “Cau 6 hiéu duoc 13 tuan toi mét toi vn s& bi thé nay khong? Khi én truyén hinh? Trudc it hang triéu nguoi?”
“Khong nhiéu dén mirc hang triéu nhur thé dau, Patrick. Ma di sao thi toi chéc 1a ho ¢6 thé che n6 lai bang cach trang diém hay gi d6.”

“A, hy vong vay, Brian, vi it nhiéu gi thi toan bd gia dinh ctia toi cling c6 mit & trudng quay, v thit ching mudn phéi giai thich rang c6 mdt gi thd 16 &
khu Béng Luan Pon dau troc da gay ra viéc nay vi bat dong quan diém chinh tri.”

“Nhung d6 c6 phai i Iy do duy nhét cau ta lim thé dau nhi?”

“Hén ta lim vay vi hiin & mt con thi hoang dai chua bao gid duoc tha xich. Rt may cho héin 1 t6i quyét dinh khong kién.”

“Kién ciing ching ich gi dau. Cau ta lam gi c6 tién.”

“Doén duge ma. Toi khong ngac nhién khi hn ta ching c6 ndi mot cong viée dang hoang...”

“Thit ra, cAu ta rit thong...”

... cting chdng an thua néu hin ta ctr cu xtr cai kiéu nhur thé.”

“A, anh c6 hoi...”

“Hoi sao?”

Toi dinh n6i v6i anh ta I - vénh vang, ngu dt, kh6 wa, tho 16, trinh thuong - nhung lai thoi, vi rdt cude thi ngwoi ban t6t nhat clia toi cling da dp anh ta
mot trén, nén thay vao do t6i chi noi, “Dii sao dinira, cho anh ndy - mot mon qua giang hoa, dé xin 1oi, thay miat Spencer...” r6i t6i chia ra mon qua, mjt
thanh s6 ¢6 la to tudng cuia Cadbury’s Fruit and Nut, mon qua Gidng sinh cua ba Jackson dén gio van con. Chuyén ndy cam gidc khong dung dén cho
Jam, vi di nhién Spencer chdng bao gio, chura bao gid mo vé viée Xin 101, va lic nay t6i dang dinh ném thanh s6 ¢6 la Fruit and Nut vao canh miii canh
hiru khinh nguoi cta anh ta, hinh dung ra 4m thanh va cham, mot tiéng réc 13 to nghe suong tai, nhung thay vao do i lich sy dua, vi 16t cude thi ching
61 ciing | mdt doi. Patrick Jim bam cut lim “Cam on nhiéu”” rdi nhét thanh s6 ¢6 la Ién trén ndc cai ti bép sat trdng dé khoi phai chia cho ai.

Chudng cira vang kn. “Néu d6 1a Lucy thi cau phai xin 16i, Brian a. N6i that, ti thdy ¢6 Ay hoi run true chuyén d6 ddy.” Toi chay xubng lau, mo cira
cho Lucy va con géu triic ctia co.

*“Xin chao, Brian!” ¢ vui vé noi.

“Lucy, t6 chi mubn n6i 1 t¢ rit xin 161 vi vu danh 1on bira trude...”

“0, khong c6 gi. Té dinh goi cau tudn nay dé xem thir &...”

ALICE! Alice xuét hién sau vai Lucy.

“Chao, Alice!” t6i noi.

“Chao, Brian,” ning n6i va nd mot nu cudi kho hiéu, vi bt cude, ching t6i c6 mdt bi mat.

Budi hop mit trdi qua trong yén on. Khong c6 tin gi m6i V& viée doindo s& 1 d6i thit, vi ngudi ta thich gitr bi mét chuyén d6 cho dén budi ghi hinh, nhung
Patrick bao ching t6i khong dugc hoang néu do 1a d6i Oxbridge hoac Pai hoc Mo; “Ho da duoc danh gia qua cao so voi thuc té,” anh ta bao thé. Roi

cg mot dong chuyén that vé viéc thué xe buyt nho cua doi khuc 90n ca}u va dan 4p phich quang ca}o & Hoi sinh ylen cho ai mudn di ¢d vii doi. Mot trong
s0 nhitng ngudi ban canh hity, to 16n ctia Patrick & khoa Kinh t€ da dé nghi lai xe buyt nho chd c¢6 dong vién dén Manchester, mien la ching t6i c6 thé



gom du nguoi. “Thé nén néu cac cau cd muon moi ai dén du, bao nguoi ta ky vao mau don & Hoi sinh vién nhé.”

Alice dy dinh moi cac bgm dién trong VO Hedqa gabler, Lucy thi c6 mdt vai ban hoc y khoa, cg‘)n 01 chiNnghi ra mot nguoi duy nhét dé moi la Rebecca.
To61 hoan toan khong chic 14 ¢6 ay ¢6 la 6 ché gicu hodc hoan hd doi kia hay khdng, nhung cudi ciing van quyét dinh moi.

“Nao...” Patrick néi, nhin vao to gidly ghi chép diroc danh méy “... ndi dung cudi cling ctia churong trinh hop. Chiing ta can quyét dinh vé linh Vit ctia
doil”

Toi khong thyre sur s6 hitu thir gl ¢6 dii tur cach d€ lam finh vt, ma Patrick cing chéing s6r hitu thir gi c6 thé duge coi | mém mai hogc thi vi, nén cudi
cung co hdi ngang bang gitta Eddie, con gau bong yéu thich ctia Alice, va hdp so bd xuong gidi phau hoc cua Lucy, cai ma Alice d3 hém hinh d€ nghi
chiing t61 boc trong khén choang ctia truong va goi Ia Yorick[2].

[2] Trong v& Hamlet ctia Shakespeare, viéc nhin thiy chiéc so ctia tén hé Yonck da khién Hamlet thét Ién man doc thoai ndi tiéng vé cai chét & hoi 5,
canh 1.

Ching t6i ddng y chon Eddie.

Sau khi két thiic cude hop, t6i phai chay xudng phd dé bt kip Alice, nang phai di thang dén budi tap kich.
“Cau s€ lam gingay m...?”

“Tép kich...”

“Céa ngay sao?”

“A, ¢ phai lam bai luAn nita, nén...”

“C6 hirng di xem phim khong?”

“Phim 4?” Nang dimg lai trén duong, nhin hai phia kiém tra xem c6 ai nhin thiy khong, rdi noi. “Thoi dugc. Xem phim.”” Ching toi sip xép thoi gian, roi
t61 chay nhanh vé nha dé thuc sy chuyén tam vao bai tho kia.

skkesk

Vi chiéu hom sau, ning bo bai uan dé danh riéng thdi gian di xem phim voi t6i. Di nhién, rap chiéu phim khong hén 1 noi Iy twéng, vi co hdi ndi chuyén
hodc that sy nhin nang bi han ché. Hon nira, nang mudn di coi Trd lai tuong lai & rap Odeon va khang khing ni r%mg “Phim déy hai cuc, budn cudi
Jam”” nhung t6i nhim dén bo phim ndo d6 ¢6 chiéu sau tri tué hon kia. Thé 1 thay vao d6 chiing t6i di xem phim cAm c6 tinh dot pha duoc chiéu lién tiép
hai v& 6 rap Nghé thudt vao chidu thir Ba; kiét tac siéu thuc giy sung s6t Con chd xtt Andalusia ndm 1928 ctia Dali va Bunuel, cling tac phélm luén chién
X0 Viét tai tinh Chién ham Potemkin nim 1925 ciia Eisenstein.

Ching t6i mua trude mot dbng banh keo & sap bo, boi vi, nhur t6i giai thich, gia ban banh keo & céc rap chic chén cao hon bén ngoai nhiéy, va rdi 6n
dinh chd ng01 & day ghé & vi tri trung tam, 12 hai trong sau nguoi trong toan khan phong. Bén tit, bau khong khi chiing xubng day khao khat duc vong
don nén, giong nhur 6 mot dong dién nhe dang chay qua nguoi ching toi, gan nhu ¢ thé cam nhan duoc, g10ng nhu mii thude 14 dmudt va dd udng
Kia-ora bi dong lai, 10i cai lanh, va cam giac mo hd ctia sur xam chiém. Phim Con ché xir Andalusia dugc chleu dén trude. Trong nhitng canh phim dang
kinh ngac, trong mit bi rach d6i va xéc con kira dang phan hiy trén noc dan duong cim, Alice nghiéng ngudi vé trude Iy hai tay che mt, con ti choang
tay qua sau lung ghé mdt cach kha cii rich, nhur thé dang bao vé nang khoi sy nhin thiy vao bén trong hoat dong ctia tiém thirc pha 1an giira c4i that va
su tudng tuong.

R&i dén bat sang va c6 mdt ic nghi gidi lao ngfin ngtii dé chiing t6i &n bich dau phong phii s6 ¢6 la 16n, ubng lon Lilt, tranh uin vé chi nghiia siéu thure va

mdi quan hé ctia né voi v thire. Alice khong phéi la mdt phan hammd. “N6 chi lam t& s chét khiép. That xAu xi va can lanh xa. Khong hé lam to xtic
dong hay goi su thuong cam, vay do...”

“Bo phim khong nhim khoi goi hodc tao sy xtic dong trong cdu, khong phai theo cach thuong cam thong thirdng. Chu nghia siéu thue phai la va am anh.
T6 thay né rat xtic dong, chi c6 dieu, nhitng cam xtic mi ching ta cam thy thrdng thude loai lo du va ghé tom...” va di nhién diéu mia mai |3, khong
giong cac nha siéu thuc, tat ca nhitng gi to1 muon la khién Alice bi cuon hut va khoi goi theo cach thurong cam thong thuong, chir khong phai 1a cam thay
lo du va ghé tom

ROi dén tit, va moi chuyén duge khuy dong lai khi Chién ham Potemkin bét dau chiéu. Téi tiép tyc liéc nhin ning trong subt canh phim ndi tiéng. Nhimng
bac thang bén cang Odessa cho dénkhi nang cuoi dap lai, thé I t6i rudn nguoi qua hdn nang. Va ta on Chua, nang hon lai t6i, mdt lic 1au, va nu hdn
tuyét voi. Co mit su va cham nhe ctia mii vi cam quyt/ bo sita, vi nang dang nhai keo déo vi rugu con t6i thi cd dau phdng boc so ¢6 la, va toi that sy
khong thé hon ndng nan chdy bong duoc vi ¢6 cai nhan keo dau phong dang bi dinh ¢ ring khon, ma t6i khong mudn nu hon trd nén qua nong nhiét va
lan rong phong khi nang d4nh bat né ra. Cudi cling t6i khong con phai lo Fing, vi mt It sau thi Alice dirt ra va thi tham, “Té nghif tot hon 1 nén xem
phim. T& mubn biét chuyén gi xay ra véi nhimg ngudi thiry tha!” rdi ching t6i quay trd lai voi Chién ham Potermkin.

Lic ching t6i roi khoi sap thi troi da sup i, t6i cam thiy hoi non nao vi banh keo va nu hon, nhung nang nim canh tay t6i khi ca hai di bo bang qua
trung tAm th trin, va ching t6i n6i vé& long nhiét tinh c4ch mang cta Eisenstein. “Ong 4y dtng I cha dé ctia k§ xao phim hién dai,” t6i n6i, va khi cudi
ctng can y khong biét néi gi thém vé cau chuyén u 4m do, “Ca phé hay banh ran? Hay dén quan ruou? Hay quay lai phong cta t6? Hay phong cta cau?”



“Tot nhat [ thoi. T& phai hoc 1i kich ban.”

“T6 kiém tra cho cau nhé?” t6i dé nghi, du linh tinh mach bao t6i da kiém tra nang dii rdi.

“That tinh, t&t hon A t& tur i, nang ndi, va t61 budn ba nhén ra ching ti dang di vé& hudéng ky tic x4, va thé i chAm dirt canh yéu dwong ctia hom nay.
Thé rdi khi dén duong vanh dai, chi qua bén xe National Express mot chit, t6i thiy mot thir va chot nay ra y dinh.

“Di v6i t6 mdt it thoi...”

“Dé lam g?”

“T¢r ¢6 § ndy. T6 hira s& vui lim ddy...” 101 khéo Io ndm chit Ay canh tay nang dé nang khong bo chay, rdi ca hai chay vé huéng dam khéi xiing dau
xamxit ctia bén xe, va buong PhotoMe.

“Ching ta dang lim gj thé?”

“Té vira moi nghi dén viéc chyp hinh ching minh,” t6i néi, tim thay dong tién I trong vi.
“Hai chiing ta Ay ha?”

“[‘I”

“Dé lam quai gi chir?” nang ndi, hoi giat tay ra. Ban tay toi ndm chit hon.

“Chi dé am souvenir,” t0i ni, nhung tir d6 khong ding. “Souvenir”, danh tr, bt ngudn tir dong tir tiéng Phap souvenir, c6 nghia 1 dé ghi nhé. “Cau
’9'

biét déy - cho vui dy nmi
“Thoi di,” ndng ca quyét ndi, va toi tur hoi aim thé ndo 161 nang dén duoc d6 ma khong can mot cai khin tay tim thube mé by gio.

“C)i, coinao...”

“Khong!”

“Tai sao khong?”

“Bai vi t6 trong kinh im!” nang n6i, di nhién ngu y tht sy B “Boi vi cdu tréng kinh Fim..”

“Vo Van, cdu trong onma - coi ndo, s& vui im day, 61 ndi, mdt An nita nim ban tay 16i nang bang qua san trudc bén xe; s& vui im ddy, s& vui Bm, s&
vui im... T6i kéo tAm min nylon mau cam bi ngam miii xang dauva thuoc 14, hai dua chen chuc chui vao buong, vira cya qudy nhic nhich vui vé vira
chinh chiéu cao ctia cai ghé d4u va nghira cach ngdi. le clng Alice ngdi Ién d4u gbi t6i, rdi lai phai dimg 1én dé t6i c6 thé chuy@n chum chia khoa va
ly tién I ra khoi i, r6i lai thu minh nép vao long t6i, lan nay nang du dua hai chén trén chan 61, va choang hai canh tay quanh 6 t6i. Bay gio nang dang
tao dang, va duong nhu cudi ciing moi chuyén ciling trd nén vui vé, nén t6i nga ngudi vé trude va nhét dong 50 xu vao khe.

Anh dén flash 16e 1én 1an dAu ngay khi t6i dang ddy md toc day 1da xda ra khoi mt.

Peén loe 1an hai, t6i thdo miit kiéng, hai ma hop vao va tré mdi ra, tao bd méit ngudi mau nam dura ludi phong ma, boi vi bd dang d6 trong rat hai hudc.
Birc hinh thir ba, t6i ¢b ging thu gidin, cuoi mim, dau day nhe ra sau, miéng mo ra.

Va birc thir tu, t61 hdn vao ma Alice.

Duong nhur vai tiéng dong hd da trdi qua khi ching t6i doi miy birc dnh ra khoi méy. Hai dira dimg & bén xe trong im king, hit kh6i xéing dau va nghe
thong bao & loa phat thanh. Chuyeén xe 5 gio 45 di Durham sap stra toi bén.

“Da bao gid dén Durham chura?” t6i hoi.
“Chura,” nng n6i. “Con cau?”

“Chura,” t61 dap. “Nhung t& Imon den do. Nhitng thanh duong rd rang la rat dep.” Chiéc xe kéu a am amvuot qua ching t6i, phun ra lan khoi thai. Toi
dinh lao ra nim dudi xe. Thé rdi, cudi cling, véi tiéng vir vt va lach cach, may nha ra mot day méy tim anh, ching van con dinh dinh chét 1ong rira anh va
mli amoniac.

M6t vai bo lac nguyén thily tin ring khi chup hinh s& iy di mot manh linh hon minh, va nhin vao day anh ny thi that kho dé khong nghii ring c6 & ho co
Iy. Birc dau tién, tay va toc toi che gAn nhur nguyén khudn mit, va thir duy nhét c6 thé thiy rd d6 1 mun quanh khoe mdi t6i, c4i udi Ibm dém to 16n thi
1& ra tho thién, nhur thé t6i vira bi dm vao miit. Birc thir “hai, “tAm ngurdi méu nam hai hude”, ¢6 18 1 thir rau i 16 bich nhit ma ban timng thiy trong doi,
mot hiéu tmg durgc tang cudng boi mot, chi mot, con miét ctia Alice tron nguoc. Bire thir ba, dwoc dit tén 1 “tiéng cudil”, sang kinh khing va b 10 sang
quéa mirc, nén ban co thé thiy phia trén mii tdi, qua nhitng cong 1ong mii 1on xon Ién tan trung tim so den thui, va xudng vom miéng ¢6 g méu hong, qua



chd tréam xm bac phu chin réing ham trén dudng xudng tin nap thanh quén. Cudi cing, bic thir tu, 0i dang hon Alice v6i céi migng tré ra day nép nhén,
nit né trong khi nang nhan nhé mat may, mat nham chat.

Mot birc dé vao vi.

“Oi troi,” t6i la Ién.

“Ciing dé thirong,” Alice ndi, lanh te.
“Cau mubn Ky hai birc nao?”

“0, 16 nghi t6 khong can dau. Cau cir gitt ching di, dé |im d6 souvenir.” Va roi tir d6 lai xuat hién, souvenr, danh tir, bét nguon tir dong tir tiéng Phap
souvenir, ¢6 nghia 1a d€ ghi nhd. “Xin 161, Bri, t& voi lam, phai chay day.” Va nang lam the that. Nang chay.

skoksk

Ngdi nh vao budi t0i hom d6, thém nhitng chi tiét két thiic vao bai tho, va nhin nhimg birc dnh dwoc dinh dan béng dinh lén twong - t0i dang hon Alice,
nang nhén mt - n6 khién ti nghi rang budi hen ho vui vé cuia hai dira chi thanh cong phan nao. Di nhién t6i can quén chuyén do di, nhung tdi lo a minh
chua thé ngt duoc trir phi lai n6i chuyén véi nang, nén bén mic 4o khodc vao va thang tién dén quan ruou sinh vién, hy vong tinh ¢ cham mit nang sau
buoi dién tap.

Di nhién, nang khong c6 & d6. Khi t6i dén noi, nguoi duy nhat t6i biét i Rebecca Epstein, ¢6 dang bi vay quanh boi bé dang nhiing ké hay gian dir thét
thudng. C6 ¢6 ve vui khi gip 61, va bao nhimg ddng chi ciia minh ngdi xich lai dé c6 chd trng trén chiée ghé dai cho 6i chen vio ngdi ké bén ¢,
nhung c4i ban tréng tron; sudt dém co udng hét bia lai t6i whisky, va dwong nhur da kha say.

“Cau da xem Chién ham Poterkin ctia Eisentein bao gior chura?” t0i hoi, dé nt tim kiém Alice.

“Khong thé n6i i da xem Sao, t6 nén xemha?”

“Chéic chén rdi. N6 tuyét im Ho chiéu tai rap Nghé thudt subt tudn ndy ddy.”

“Thé thi, dwoc thoi, ching ta di coi nhé? Té s& bing hoc budi trura mai..”

“A, that ra, t& xem Itic chiéu rdi.”

“Di mHt minh 4?”

“Khong phai. Thit ra | v6i Alice,” t6i n6i, béng giong binh thurong nhit ¢6 thé. Nhung Rebecca ¢6 thé nhén ra ngay diéu do tir xa va chdp iy, “O, hai
cau dao nay than thiét gomnhi? C6 dieu gl ma t& nén bict khong ta?”

“Ching t& chi danh mot 1t thoi gian bén nhau, chi vay thoi.”

“Ping vay khong?”’ Rebecca hoi, giong ngd wire. C6 Ay bét dau quén mot diéu thude 1a khac, dit y?m con ngdm mjt diéq trén moi, va trong giong nhur i
dang quan sat ai d6 nap dan vao dau sting luc. “Ding .. vay... (llem gidy quan Rizla) «... khong? A ma, Jackson ndy, chac chan cau bict lam thé nao dé
ban gai c6 thoi gian vui vé nhi? Mot kiét tac tuyén tIuyen X6 Viét vao budi chiéu, sau d6 ¢6 1& 1 mén cocktail tom & quan Luigi, nira con ga nudng vi va
mot lit nrou tréing Lanbrusco That sy i mdt cude sdng xa hoa ddy nhé. Té chi hy vong 1, sau mdt ngay di choi thén ky nhur thé, #t nhit c6 nang ciing dé
cau ro mot chit vao ngyc...

Di nhién diéu khon ngoan can kim 1 khong duroc ndi 1én dép moi.

“Thét ra, ching t¢ chi di choi voi nhau théi,” t6i noi.

Rebecca nhuréng iy va mim cudi voi chinh minh. C6 cham diéu thude moi trude khi cét tiéng noi tiép.

“Bay gidr cac cau thé 42 ¢6 noi, bing 18, va By thudce 1 ra khoi mbi. “Lam thé ndo ma t& chiing bao gidr thiy céc cu di véi nhau & ky tiic x4 dy nhi?”
“Chung t& van phai kin do. Tir tir tim hiéu,” t6i n6i, khong duoc thuyét phyc Bm

“Phai, phai roi. Thé ¢6 phéi tuln vira rdi cau da goi dién thoai mudn n6i chuyén véi cb nang?”

“Khong phai!”

“Cau c6 chic khong?”

“Ding viy!”

“Vinghe cyc ky gidng giong ciu...”



... dang nhai mot c4i giong kha budn cudi...”

“.. 2 dd khong phai...”

“Thé cau da ngi véi ¢d ta chira?” c6 hAm he, diéu thube king Fing trén cai mdi tré ra.

“Caig?”

“Hai nguoi da quan hé tinh duc chua? Cau biét d6 - giao hop, giao péu, an nam Coj ndo, cau it ra ciing phai nghe noi vé n6 1di chir. Rbt cude thi cau
dang trong doi tuyép Thach thirc Pai hpc conm - ceftu‘dinh lam gi néu cau héi d6 xuat hién? ‘Jackson, ttr Southend-on-Sea, khoa Van Anh, quan h¢ tinh
duc thatra 1a gi?” “Ummm... T6i c6 thé ban bac voi dong d6i khong, Bamber? Alice, céi gi la quan hé 6i...2””

“Rebecca, 6 biét né l gi...”

“Thé cau da am chuyén do chua, hay cau mu6n gin giit tim than cho dém tan hon? Hay ¢6 khi ndo ¢b nang lo ngai vé lich sir tinh trurdng ciia cau; rot
cudc thi ngay nay cau khong thé qua can than dugc. Ngoai trir viée theo t¢ nhé thi cau that sy khdng c6 lich st tinh trudng nao...”

R&i tham chi con chira biét minh dang noi cai gi, toi Ién tiéng, “Phai 1di, 4, ¢6 céi gi gidng cta cdu d4u ma ké ha Rebecca.”
C6 ly diéu thude ra khoi miéng, chdng tay lén canh ban va im kng mdt lic Jau.
“Hay lam, Jackson. Hay Eim”” C6 ndc ndt it bia con sot lai, nhén nt. “Tring phoc, Jackson!” Va r6i ching ti ngdi im king.
“T¢ khong ¢b y...”

“... khong, khong sao...”

“.. t6 khong dong dén...”

“Khong, t& biét cau khong mudn vay.”

Toi quyét dinh di khoi.

“Thé cau co di xem budi Ién hinh khong?” t6i hoi, miic 40 khoac vao.

“Lén hinh nao?”

“Thach thie Pa...”

“Khi nao?”

“Nehy kia &y?”

“Khéng duoc rdi. Té ¢ budi hoc phu dao, nén...”

.. ¢ danh sach & bang thong bao lau hai ddy, néu...”

... biét roi...”

... chi cAn ky tén néu...”

... xemsao da...”

.. 16 that sy, that sy mudn cau dén...”

“Taisao?”

... t& chi mudn thé thoi. Gap cau & d6 nhé?”

“Puge. A. C6 thé.”

skksk

Toi tat qua ky tiic xa cua Alice, cau may thoi, va dura thiép Valentine; ban tay limg khing dé o hop thur ctia nang, the mot hoi thit sau géi tha thiép vao.
RO t6i tha than ¢ do, gia bo doc bang thong bao, ngd nhd nang quay veé. Nhung t6i khong muodn lai cham miit Rebecca t6i nay, nén ching bao lau ben
quay lai nha va v dén noi wira kip ic Josh dang nhét to gidy nhan vao cira.



“A, cAu day rdi, chang trai dang yéu. Cau c6 tin nhéin ny. Tir mot ngudi tén ...” CO 1§ 1 Alice ching? “.. tir mdt g tén L. Tone. Cau ta bao ciu goi
higip.”

“Thit ha?” t0i hoi. Tone mudn c4i quai gi nhi? C6 & cau Ay cling dinh dén day choi. Minh khong thé dé Tone dén ¢, khong phéi vio ngiy mai, ngiy
Valentine, r0i con Thach thirc Pai hoc va nhiing chuyén khic nita chir. Téi xem dong ho. Mudi mt gio rudi. Toi di dén budng dién thoai ¢ sanh.

“Chao Tone!” t6i vui vé& ndi.

“Puge 1o, Bri...”

“Té khong danh thirc cau chir? Vira nhan duoc tin nhén 1 t6 goi lai lién.”

“U, khong déu...”

“Cau dang dinh dén ddy ¢ ha Tone? Néu ma thé that thi lic nay khong tié...”
“Bri, t¢ khong dinh dén &. Thue sy thi t& chi thic méc 1 khi ndo cau vé day?”
“A... chéc phai t6i L& Phuc sinh, hién tai thi chua dugc.”

“Khong, y t& i dé tham Spencer.”

“Sao, c6 chuyén gi voi Spencer a?”

“Cau chura nghe tin a?”

Toi 4n ng nghe sat vao 16 tai, dira vao tuong,

“Nghe chuyén gi?”’

Tone thé ra trong dng n6i, 1di ndi, “C6 mdt vy tai nan.”
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CAU HOI: Hon I ctia ai ¢6 “thit quay trong d4m tang diing lm d6 ngudi trong dam cudi™?
TRA LOT: Bam cuéi ctia Gertrude va Claudius trong v& Hamlet.

skoksk

Viée déu tién toi lam trong ngy Valentine 14 quay vé Southend, trude khi nguoi dua thur dén, 1di vao khoang buf)i trura thi quay lai ngdi nha nho & duong
Archer. T61 mot ti€u tir lic d6i tau 6 pho Fenchurch, nhung budng vé sinh trén tau Iira lai bi téc nghén khing khiép, nén 61 phai doi dé roi by gio cam
thay con dau nhoi nhoi ¢ than. Toi chay voi lén cau thang, lao vao phong tam, va thét lén...

“OI CHUA O1”

Mot g3 dan 6ng trong nha tim, dang gbi dau. Ong ta ciing bt dAu thét kén...

“QUY THA MA BAT...!”

Va rdi me budc ra khoi phong ngu, ba dang mic chlec 40 choang tim vao, va qua vai ba t6i thiy girdng ngi bira bon, chura duoc don, cai quin chén
dan 6ng mau do soc tréing vt trén dau girdng, quan dai nam virt trén san nha, chai ruou co ga...

“BRIAN, CON LAM QUAI Gl MA QUAY VE DAY THE!” ¢ la Ién. Toi quay ngudi, vi ba chura mic 4o twom tit, v thiy g dan ong trong bon
tam gio da dung lén, mit tay i lau dau gdi roi xudng mit, tay kia nam chat cai khan nét quan quanh hang,

“Chuyén quéi quy gi dang dién ra & ddy vay?” t6i hoi.
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“Chu dang ¢b tam!” chi Des quét.
“Chd dudi liu dil” me cau nhau.
“Con can ding nha vé sinh!” t6i nai ni, mé t61 dang can thit.

“BRIAN - CHO DUOI LAU!” Bay gio thi ba quat lén, quén sat 40 choang tim, chi tay xuong Jau. Toi chua nghe ba quét thé nay bao gior tir khi t6i con
1a mdt dira tré, va thinh inh cam thiy minh ching khéc ndo mot dira tré, t6i bén di xudng lAu, mo cira sau, va t& vao goc vurdn.

Toi ngéi trong bép chd dmmude sOl, ling nghe tiéng chi Des va me dang Ién it bude xgéng cau thang, roi thi thﬁr‘n to nho ¢ hanh lang, giéng nhu mot
doi thicu nién. Toi nghi minh nghe thay “Em s& goi lai cho anh sau”, 161 tiéng hon nhau, tiéng me t6i hon chi Des, 16i cira trude dong lai, toi nghe tiéng x¢o
xép clia que di@m dugc déph Ién, tiéng me nuot kh01 thudc, thd ra cham cham, va r6i ba ding sau lung t6i & ngudng ctra, méc bd do thé duc xanh nude
bién, mdt tay cam dicu thudc rit hoi sdu, tay kia cam ly raou sti.

Amnuée van chira sbi.

Cudi cling me ndi, “Me turdng con di thing t6i bénh vién?”

“Con bi 15 gio tham bénh budi trua rdi. Pén sau vay.”

“Me khong nghi con v&.”

“A, khong, 16 rang 1a khong. Vay - c6 chuyén gi voi viée timrira ctia chit Des & trén vay?”

“Purng gid cai giong do ra, Brian...”

“Giong nao?”

“Con biét giong ndo con g, va ba ndc can ly reou. Ammurde cudi cing ciing kéu lch cach. “Con dang pha ca phé ha?”

“Co vé vay.”

“Pha me mdt cde. Rdi vao phong khach. Me con minh néi chuyén mdt chitt.”

Oi, Chtia oi. Tim t6i chung xuéng, Hai me con chudn bi c6 mjt cugf)c ndi chuyén, trao ddi }:héng thém, noi tha;lt IQng, mdt d6i mdt. Hai me con € noi
chuyén voi nhau nhu nhitng nguoi trrong thanh. T6i da xoay x d€ tranh chuyén pz‘ly tir hoi ndo dén gio. B6 mat trude khi 6ng c6 thé ndi vé viee “khi-
mot-nguoi-dan-6ng-va- mot-phy- nit-thich-nhau”, va toi nghi me chac hén cho rang chuyén dé s€ chang bao gio xay ra, hogc 1a t6i s& tyr minh phat hién
ra sy bi anky la cta tinh yéu thé xac bang cach nay hay cach khac, ma t6i cho rang minh da the tht, cling tam duoc, ding truée mot thing réc di dong
¢ phia sau Littlewoods. Nhung khong thé né tranh mai. Toi lay hai cai cc ra khoi gid, cho méy thia bot ca phé vao va ¢ ging nghi xemnén ngamnghl g
bay gio. Toi b ging tudng turong ra 11 bién minh vé viéc chi Des & trong phong tim nha t6i lic mdt g0 trwa vao ngy Valentine, nhung khong thé nghi
ra. Tat ca nhimg gi xuét hién trong dau t6i 1 10i giai thich rd rang, va 1oi giai thich 16 rang do... khong thé turong tuong ndi. Chi Des va me. Chi Des &
cach ba nha va me 1én givdng véi nhau gitra thanh thién bach nhat, chu Des va me dang...

Amssoi.

Me dang ngdi trong phong khéch, rit hoi sdu diéu Rothmans va nhin sdm soi vao man cira. Toi dua cho ba cdc ca phé va ngdi 1 il trén ghé sofa, im king,
va ty hdi liéu day c6 phai I cam giac khi vo ban noi rang ¢ ay muon ly di hay khong.

Toi dé y thay tAm thiép Valentine ctia minh trén bé 1 su6i, mot tam buru thiép c6 tranh ctia danh hoa Chagall. “Con thiy me da nhan duoc thiép rdi!”
“Gi? A phai. Cam on con nhiéu, cung a. Rét d& thurong,”
“Lamsao me biét thiép do con giri?” t6i hoi, yéu 6t ¢b ging to ra vo tur I,

“A con viét, ‘Giri Me” trén do, nén...” ba gurong cudi, di quay ngudi vé phia cira s6 va thdi khéi én témkmh, thé manh dén ndi tim méan cira lay dong
Cuoi cing, ba ndi, “Brian, chil Des va me dang c¢d...” chic ba dinh noi “chuyén riéng”, nhung rdi ndi thang ra “dang co... quan hé.”

“Bao lau roi?”
“Ciing mot thoi gian roi. Ké tir thang Murdi nim ngoai.”
“Y me I tir khi con di?”

“Co do. Ong éy dén an ca ri vao mot tdi, biu ban v ne, i chuyén no x¢ chuyén kia 1di thi, Brian, me dinh n6i con nghe hom Gidng sinh, nhung con
khong co6 mat thuong xuyén ¢ nha, ma me thi khong muon néi qua dién thoai...”

“Khdng sao. Khong sao, con hinh dung duogc ma,” toi Ambam “Vay chuyén co... nghiém tic khong?”’



“Me nghi 1a co. A...” ba lai hit thube, biu mdi, thd ra va n6i ... su thit | me va cha dang ban chuyén dam cuéi”

“Sao co?”

“Chu dy hoi cudi me.”

“Chu Des 47

“Phai.”

“Cudi chn dy 477

“Brian...”

“Va me ndi dong y 16i 42”

“_.. me biét con khong chip nhan, me biét con khong thich cha 4y, nhung me tht sy thich Des rat nhiéu. Chii 4y | mdt nguoi dan 6ng tdt, lai con thich
e, va lam cho me cuoi. Ma me da bon miroi mot tubi roi Brian, me biét con nghi chuyén ndy ¢6 ve cti rich - Chuia bict d6i khi chuyén nghe ¢ vé cit
rich thét - nhung mdt ngdy ndo d6 con s& bén muroi mot tudi, ngay dé s& dén nhanh hon con tudng day. Ditsao, me van, van, &, me van thiy co don,
Brian &, me van thich c6 ngudi bau ban lic niy ic no, mot chit...” ba rit mot hoi thudc 14, nhin xuéng san, .. 4, me xin 16i, nhung Brian, b6 con da mat
lau lam 161, ma me va Des ciing khong lam dicu gi sai trai ca. Me s€ khong d€ minh cam thay dang lam gi sai trai...”

Toi van dang b hiéu chuyén gi dang xay ra. “Vay me dinh cudi dng?”

“Me cho la vay...”

“Me khong biét 42

“Phai! Phai, me sdp Ky chi dy!”

“Khi nao?”

“Chéc cudi nam. Khéng c6 gi phai voi hét.”

“Réi sau d6 thi thé nao?”

“Chu 4y dinh don dén déy, ¢ v6i me. Mg va cha dang tinh...” rdi ba ngimg noi, lai cang théing, va t6i khong tuéng ndi ba ¢6 thé noi voi toi dicu gi khic
“... tinh bién noi nay thanh Nha trg.”

Toi nghit minh dang cuoi, khong phai vi cam thiy chuyén ndy ngd, hay trén thurc t& bat ky phén ndo trong chuyén nay ngd, ti chi cudi vi khong biét phan
Ung nhu thé nao cho thich hop.

“Me 16i di.”

“Khong, khong hé.”

“Phuc vu Chd ngii va Diém tAm?”
“U'.”

“Nhung lam gi 6 phong!”

“Khong phai cho cac hf gia dinh - chi cho nhimg nguoi dc than, hodc nhing cép vo chdng tré, doanh nhan. Des dang dinh sira sang lai gac xép” - ba
cang thang liéc nhin t6i, r0i quay sang nhin vao tam mén - “va phong con. Me va chil nghi nén don phong con.”

“Rdi dd dac ctia con thi sao?”

“Me va chii nghi con c6 thé... demn6 di theo.”

“Me ném con ra khoi phong ctia con diy a!”

“Khong phéi ném con ra, chi... dé nghi con chuyén do dac di thoi.”
“Pén truong?”

“Phai! Hozic chuyén di hodic i bo di. Bri, d6 chi la dbng sach truyén va md hinh may bay thoi m, con s& khong cin méy thir d6 dau. Néi sao thi con
ciing l6n r61...”



“Tém lai con dang bi tong c6 dil”

“Dimg c6 gan dé thé, di nhién khong phai rdi. Con van c6 thé vé day vao ngiy nghi néu con thit sy mubn, va vao ky nghi he...”
“Nhung d6 ching phéi i mia cao diém ctia me sao...”

“Brian...”

“A, thé s& t6t cho me va chi Des Bm déy, e a, nhung me dinh tinh bao nhi€u mit dém vay?” Bay gio thi ti cd thé nghe théy giong ciia minh, cao va
ngot nhat.

“Lam on dung cu xr nhu thé, Brian...” me noi.

“A, thé me mong con s& im gi? Y con 13, con chi bi ném ra khoi ngdi nha ctia minh chir c6 g dau...”

Thé I ba xoay ngudi, quay sang toi, Iy phan con lai ciia diéu thube dam vao t6i va quat to, “Brian, ddy khong con Ja nha ctia con nita!”

“O thé co day!”

“Khﬁng, me rat tiéc, nhung khong con nita! Con da ¢ ddy, sao ha, c6 mdt tuan vao I8 Giang sinh? C6 mot tuin, ma tham chi con con khong thé doi hét
mot tuan da quay vé trurong. Cudi tuan con khong ve, hang tuan con khong goi dién, dwong nhién con cling cha thém vict birc thu nao, thé nén, khong,
tht ddy, khong, day khong phai I nha cta con. Day la nha cta me. Pdy 1 ngbi nha me song mbt minh, chi c6 me, mdi ngy, ngly ndy qua ngay khéc,
ké tir khi b6 con mit di, day 1 noi me ngii mbi dém c6 mdt minh, va d6, c4i & ding do, cai ghé dai chet tigt d6, 1 noi me ngdi hau nhur mbi dém c6 mot
minh, xem ti vi hodc chi nhin chiim chim vao birc tuong, trong khi con di hoc xa, hay neu’con‘ha cb vé lai noq nay thi con cling di choi véi ban, hodc rura
trong phong vi 10 rang con chan ghét ndi chuyén véi me, me dé cua con. Brian, con 6 bict diéu d6 1a nhur the nao khong, 6 noi nay lic nao ciing chi c6
mot minh, nim ndy qua nim khac roi toi ndm I€ thé khac...?” r6i giong ba bat dau v ra, ba lay tay 6m mit that chat va bat dau thon thire, tire tudi, roi
mot lan nita t61 nhdn ra minh hoan toan khong biet phai lam gi.

“Nao, coi nao, me...” toi ndi, nhung ba chi xua tay, ra dAu bao t6i tranh xa.

“Hay dé me mdt minh, lam on di, Brian,” ba n6i, va t6i dinh lamnhu ba bao, vi xét cho cung thi chuyén d6 ciing dé dang hon.

“.. Me, khong can phai...”

“Pé me yén. Condidi...”

S€& ra sao péu 61 gid vo minh chura hé nghe chuyén nay nhi? Cubi ctng thi canh cira phong khach vin mo. Toi chi can ra ngodi, quay lai sau mot tiéng hay
Jau hon, d€ ba binh tdm lai, chi can di khdi. Rot cude thi d6 1a nhitng gi ba bao t6i lam, do6 1a cai ba muon, diing khong?

“Lam on ma me, me dimg khoc nira. Con ghét lic me...” t6i chura n6i dwoc hét cau thi da thiy minh bat khoc, xoay nguoi qua va choang tay 6m ba that
chat.
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CAU HOI: Nhitng vong tron d dung dimg tai Lindholm Hoje gan thanh phd Alborg ctia an Mach cho biét d6 1 noi t6 chirc nghi I ¢6 xura nao?
TRA LOT: Nghi  chon cét ngudi Viking

—-—

Toi gap Tone lic hai gio murdi lim tai quan Black Prince chd huéng ra bién. Khong c6 ai trong quan ngoai trir mjt cdp 6ng ba gia ho lao dang ning niu
vao phén bia hét lanh cubi cing va doc nhiing cudn tap chi Sun cii son goc, nhung cing phai mét mot e 16i moi thy cau ta vi theo phan xa t6i ctr dua
it timbo dd denim mau xanh nhat, thay vi bd com € mdt mit mau xAm dam, v& trangva 4o chui dau xam nhat ma ciu ta méic hdm nay.

“Quy tha ma bit, Tone, chuyén gi xay ra vi toc cau viy?” Bo dang Viking da bién mét, thay vao d6 1a kiéu téc ngin-sau-va-hai-bén voi dudng 18 ngdi
hoi léch vé bén trai. Tone, méc a0 com I, toc r& ngodi.
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“Cat ngin di, thé thoi” Toi dinh vo X1 du cau ta lén, nhung ciu ta gat tay t6i ra, hoan toan khong c6 vé bong dia. Mudn giir hoa khi, t6i x6i loi, “Nay,
céu co6 dung gel khong day?”

“MOot chitt. Thé thi sao n30?” cdu ta tra 1, rdi nhdp mdt ngum trong cde bia ¢& nhd dé trude mit. Toi khong nghi minh timg thiy Tone cdm c4i cbe ndo
6 dung tich nhur the, ¢6 vé nhur mdt tro kra vé ty 1€, dé cau ta trong c6 vé to ra.

“Céu c6 mudn udng thém khong?” t6i hoi.

“Té khong can...”

“Thémmdt cdc giong thé nay nhé?...”

“Té khong ubng duoc...”

“Coi ndo, dd yéu dudi...” t61 vo tur tan chuyén.

“Khong uéng duoc. Té phai quay lai chd 1am,” cau ta noi.

“Céu chéc phai c6 thoi gian dé ubng mot...”

“Té khong mubn ubng thém gi nita, duoc chura?” ciu ta git Ién. Toi di Jy cho minh mdt cde nira lit va ngdi xudng,

“Sao - cong viée thé ndo?”

“Tbt. Hién tai t& dd chuyén ra mit tién ctia b phan san xuét, d6 chinh 1 Iy do...” va, gin nhu xin 161, c4u ta kéo manh céi ve o dai mong ctia bo com 6.
“Bj phinnao?”

“Hi-fi va audio.”

“Tuyét!”

“O, tuyét. Phai vay thoi. Con c6 tién hoa hong, nén...”

“Spencer ké t& nghe chuyén cau va doi dan quan roi.”

“Chu ta da ké sao? Chic cac cau duge mit phen cudi no né nhi?”’

“Khong, di nhién khong...”

“Td khong nghi 1 cau tan thanh.”

“Té khong noi thé, dl{Q‘C ghua? Tola ngum Fheo cht nghia ddc lap, t¢ nghi la nhét dinh cAn gié.rp chi tjéu cho quéc phong va bom thém tién cho céc dich
vu xa hoi, nhung t¢ van hiéu dugc nhu cau can c6 mdt vai hinh thire...” nhung Tone dang nhin dong ho, thét sy khong himg thu. “Vay cau da gip
Spencer chura?”’ t61 hoi.

“Dinhién I gip Spencer rdi,” cu ta git gong, va t6i chap nhan diéu do, it nhat i trong hom nay, t6i khong thé n6i diéu gi mi khong lam nguoi ta buc
minh.

“Cau dy sao 117" t6i hoi.

“A, néu nhin qua kinh chin gio cua chiéc Ford Escort, ciu ta that su trong kha on.”

“Chuyén gi da xay ra vay Tone?”

“Khong biét chinh xac. Bon to di xuéng 0 quan rugu hom thir Sau nhur thuong 16, va sau khi quan dong cua cu ta mubn di t6i Luan Don, mt cau lac bd
hay noi nao do dé hai thiing udng tiép, nhung t& tir chdi, vi hom sau con phai di lim, ma cu ta ciing khé xin rdi, thé ndo cau ta cr di, Ay xe hoi ciia bd.
Diéu tiép theo t& biét I hai ngdy sau me cu ta goi va ndi ring ciu ta dang & trong bénh vién.”

“C6 ai khac bi thwong khong?”

“Khéng...”

“Ta on Chia.”

... chi ¢6 thing ban Spencer ctia ching ta m thoi,” cdu ta tiép 11, vé nhao bang.

“Té khong ¢6 y do... t& chinghii... Ma cu ta ¢6 gip réc i gi khong? Y t& 1a véi phap luat dy?”



“A, cAuta chay qua tdc do, chico b?mg 141 tam thoi, do chfmg phai xe cdu ta ma ciu ta cling khong ¢ bao hiém, nén, phai 10i, dung & goc do phap luat,
moi chuyén ching sang stia gi may.”

“Ma, céuta... cam thay the nao?”

“Khong biét,  Brian, ty dima hoi, dugc chir? T phai quay lai lam viée day,” 101 mdt cach cau kinh, ciu ta nde can cde bia, Ay mdt gbi keo bac ha tir
trong i ra roi quing mot vién vao miéng, con chiang thém cho toi mdt vién.

Ching t6i ra khoi quan ruou va di doc theo con duong huéng vé cau tau. Gio bat chot thdi mira dén tir ctra song, Tone lién kéo hai ve 40 khoac mong
Ién d¢€ che 40 so mi va ca vat khi chung t6i bude déu vé Pho Chinh.

“Vay t6i nay cau s& & qua dém chir?” cau ta hoi, 1 rang khong quan tim dén cau tra 1o

“Khong, t6 ¢ a khong duge.” Toi tir héi c6 nén ké cdu ta nghe vé viéc mai t0i tham gia Théch thirc Dai hoc khong, nhung quyét dinh cudng lai ¥ mudn
d6. “Mai c6 budi hoc phu dao, lic sang sém, nén t& phai quay veé d6. Nhung td s€ vé vao Le Phuc sinh, nén... gip cau khi d6 nhé?”

“Pugce, rm, sao ciing duoc.”

“Tone ndy - t& ¢6 Bm g, cau biét d6, khién cau ndi sing khong?”

Cau ta khit miii. “Cai gi im cAu tuong thé?”

“C6 phai I vi Spencer da ké gl d62” Khong ¢6 cau tra Ioi. “Cau ta da n6i gi viy Tone?”

Khong nhin t6i, Tone ké, “Spencer ké i da di giip cu. Nghe c6 vé ciu chéing dang miit ban bé ti ndo, Brian a. Thire té t& thiy cau cu xir hoi gidng mot
thang khon. Chi c6 vay thoi.”

“Tai sao, cau ta da ndi gi?”’

“... khdng quan trong...”

“Té khong thé dé cau ta & lai Jau hon, Tone, thé 1 tréi ndi quy...”

“0, thé 4, nu diing I trai v6i ndi quy, Bri...”

“Tone, cu ta 1a ngudi khoi mao vy danh nhaw.”

“Nghe nay, t& khong quan tam, Bri a, d6 1a chuyén giita cau va Spencer.”

“Thé cau nghi vi 101 ctia t¢ nén ciu ta m6i quyét dinh say sura bi ti rdi i xe tong vao mdt céi cdy chic?”

“T6 noi thé bao gio ha? Brian a, tir di nm tim cach gii quyet chuyén d6, duoc chir?”” 16i Tone vuot Ién phia trude con duong, dAu cti xudng tranh mura,
10i dirng lai trong mot gidy, hoi xoay ngudi lai, “Ma ¢b ging dirmg ngu qua. Puoc chir?” Néi rdi cau ta quay nguoi va voi v trd lai véi cong vide, con toi
nhan ra minh dang tur hoi liéu c6 bao gio gip lai cau ta nita khong.

Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chuéng i, Pirng Poi duoc tai mién phi tai ww.EbookFull.Net.
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CAU HOI: Tén thuong goi ctia loai thudc gidm dau c6 chat gy nghién duoc chiét xuat in dau tién boi duge singuoi Dirc F. W. A. Serturner vao nim
1806 va c6 ngudn goc tir nhitng hat chin ctia thuoc phién la gi?

TRA LOL: Morphine.
sksksk

Mot budi sang thang Namnam 1979, ba ngy sau dam tang ctia bo. Toi ndm dai trén ghé sofa, min cira van chira kéo én, mic ddng phuc trudng xem
chuong trinh budi séang thir Bay. Di nhién, dng ra thi khong can n¥ic dong phyc, nhung du sao t0i cling dinh mic né ca nam, vi chuyén d6 de dang hon,
ma cling chang bi€t phai méc gi khic; sy nhugng bo ddi voi dip cudi tuan chi 1a khong deo ca vat.


http://ebookfull.net

Ho hang da vé& nha hét thay nén gidr chi con me va toi. Me khong trong tinh trang tot nhét, ba c6 théi quen thirc khuya, 10i di quanh nha trong c4i 40
choang tam, dé lai phia sau mdt déng cbe ban va mhu vun thube 14, hodc nam co tron nguroi ngl trén sofa sudt budi trra va cho dén tan toi. Ca ngdi nha
toat Ién vé nong mure, xAm xit va bénh hoan, nhung hai me con cha tim d4u ra ning hrong hodc dong hre dé kéo man va mo ctra sb, d6 gat tan, it ti vi,
rira bat dia, niu mon g khac mi spaghetti hop. Tit lanh vAn bj nhdi nhét nhitng c4i banh ngot thira, cudn xtic xich boc gidy bong kiéng va nhing chai
Coca xi ga ctia dém thirc canh. T6i 3n sang bang khoai tay chién c6 pho mai va hanh. Pay ding i khoang thdi gian t0i t& nhét.

Khi chudng cira reo, t0i dodn chic d6 B mOt ngwoi hang x6m tat qua dé tham hoi me. Ba ra mo cira, r0i t0i nghe mdt giong n6i & 16i di ma khong nhn
ra 14 ctia ai, me mo ctra phong khach, kéo sat cai 4o choang lai cho lich sy, r6i n6i bang giong “trinh trong”” danh cho nhiing vi khach quan trong,

“C6 ngudi dén tham con nay, Brian!”
Ba budc sang mjt bén, 16i Spencer Lewis budc vao.
“Khoe khong, Bri?”

Toi ngdi théng nguoi trén ghé sofa. “Khoe, Spencer ddy a?”

“Cau dang lam gi vay?”
“Co gidaw”

“Chau ung Coca nhé, Spencer?”” me hoi.

“Da, vang, c6 Jackson.”

Me dé dat roi phong, va Spencer dén ngdi ké t6i trén ghé sofa.

Thét kho dé cuong diéu hoa y nghia chuyén viéng thiim ctia Spencer Lewis. Déic biét khi ching toi thm chi khong phéi o ban hay ¢6 bat ky quan h¢ g
trude ddy hai dira hiém khi n6i chuyén voi nhau - ¢6 1€ chi goi tén ¢ san bong, gat dau chao khi xep hang ¢ xe ban kem Duong nhu khong c6 10i giai
thich kha dinao cho viéc mot ngum hay ho, ndi tiéng va kho gan nhu Spencer Lewis lai dén tham t6i, hoa cau ta c6 dién mdi di miac dong phuc truong
vao ngay thir Bay. Nhung c6 day, cau ta ¢ ddy, dang ngdi trén ghe dai.

“Pang xem gi vay?”

“Swap shop.” 1]

[1] Tén thong dung ctia Multi - Coloured Swap shop, mdt churong trinh thiéu nhi ctia Anh.

“Té chua ghét Swap shop,” cdu ta noi.

“U, t¢ ciing vdy.” Toi khit mii khinh migt, du trong long thi thich. Hai dira ngdi im king mdt hoi Au, 0i cau ta hoi, “Té budt miéng goi me cdu k ¢o
Jackson. Cau nghiba ay c6 dé tam khong?”’

“Khong Ba 6nma,” t6i dép.

R&i ngoai chuyén do, cau ta khong da dong gi dén viéc bd t6i mat, hodic hoi vé d4m tang hodc “t6i cam théy thé n30”, ta on Chiia, vi diéu d6 chi khién t6i
ngai ngling - xét cho cling hai dira déu i nhitng théng con trai mudi hai tudi. Thay vao do, cau ta ng01 ubng Coca di xi hét ga va xem i vi vai toi. Cau ta
16i cho t0i ban nhac nao 14 thir rdc rudi va ban nhac nao hay ho, va t6i tin trong céu ta, dong v v6i bét ky didu gi cau ta néi. Toi 6 cam giac nhur mot
ngdi sao dién anh dén thdm minh, hay mdt ai d6 hon ca ngdi sao dién anh, ai d6 gidng Han Solo[2] vay. Va do I mdt viée laim hoan toan tir .

[2] Nhan vét trong Chién tranh giira c4c i sao.

sksksk

Chan trai Spencer bi giy ba chd, bén phai gy hai chd. Xuong co bi gy, dac biét dau don vi khong thé b6 bot xurong cd, nén cdu ta that sy khong thé di
chuyén nira than trén. Cénh tay c6 vé khong sao, dii ¢6 vai vét ¢t & long ban tay va cing tay do kinh va. May ma khong co ton thurong dén cot sbng
hodc hop so, nhung sdu cai xuong sudn da bi nirt do va cham manh véi vo ling, Vét thuong khién viéc ho hap trd nén dau d6n va hau nhu cau ta khong
thé ngi néu khong dugc su giip do, nén cau ta hoan toan phy thue vao thude. Mii cau ta bi gy, do va sung, 1ong may trén mét phai bi 18 ra t0i t&, va
¢6 sau miii khdu mau den day. Con mit sau hodm, tim bam va sung, van con khép mot nira. Trong khi do, dinh dau 16 chd nhing vay d6 sam do kinh
chin gi6 vi tan ddm vao, ¢6 thé nhin thiy rd bén dwdi méi toc van con ngin ngin, va c6 nhiéu vét khau bén 16 tai trai chd thity bi kinh v xé toac mot
phan.

“Nhung ngoai chuyén nay ra thi sao?”’
“Ngoai chuyén nay thi t& thit sy cam thé'ly on” Spencer ndi, va hai dua pha 1én cudi mot hoi, trude khi chim vao im lang,

“Céu dang nghi t& trong ¢6 vé thé tham dung khong! Cau phai thdy cai cdy d6 méi duoc!” cau ta ndi, toi ngd ring khong phai 1 an dau tién, rdi ching



61 lai cudi, Spencer cuoi khéy va nhén nh6 ctng mot lic, vi con dau ¢ xwong sudn va xuong ¢6. Dinhién, cau ta ding thudc. Cau ta khong biét chinh
xac do I thudc g, nhung chic chan manh hon aspirin nhidu, c6 & cau ta nghi i mot loai thudc giam dau gy nghién ndo do. Va thuoc duong nhu phat
huy tac dung, vi ¢6 mdt ny cudi rau i vn khong phai ctia cau ta thip thodng & khoe miéng, Khong c6 diéu gi déng lo, khong gibng Jack Nicholson &
cudi phim Bay trén 6 chim ctic cu, hoan toan i mot kiéu thich tha khong thich hop vdi tinh canh, vé lo dang ky la. Kiéu n6i chuyén ctia cau ta thudng sic
bén va thang thirng, gio' ddy trd nén dit quang va khong rd rang, nhur theé ¢d mdt ban tay dang deé 1én miéng cau ta vay.

“Tuy nhién, tin tot i ho da hoan phién tda v& vu ira tién tro cp cia t6...”

“Tét qua.”

“Phai, thé thi cau bi nhur thé ndy mdi khong ubng, Cau c6 diéu thube ndo khong?”

“Spencer - t& khong hut thube.”

“T¢ thém thude. Vi ca mdt vai bia ¢ bu.”

“Spencer, day 1a bénh vién...”

“T6 biét, nhung ké chr..”

“Pd an & day thé nao?” t6i hoi tham

“Khong ¢6 vi gi im”

“Con miy cd y ta?”

“Khong ¢6 vi gi im”

Toi mim cuoi, va tao ra &m thanh dé cho thiy minh dang cudi, vi t0i dang ngdi ngoai tamrmt ctia cAu ta, va c4u ta hinh nhur khong thé cir dong du.
“Vay chd niy bi kim sao...?”” t6i chi vao chén bj bo bdt, ban tay quan bang cia cdu ta... “co bét ky, cau biét d6, hau qué... phép Iy gi khong?”

“Chua biét duoc. C6 thé am”

“Troi dat, Spencer...”

“Thoi duoc roi, Bri, dimg c6 gy su...”

“_. A, cau chic phai biét diéu gi ch...”

“Cau khong di ca doan duong dai dén day dé xai xé t¢ chir ha, Bri?”
“Khong, di nhién khong roi, nhung cau phai thira nhan...”

“.. phdi 10, t6 biét - khong hit thubc, khong danh nhau, phii thét day an toan, lam viée chéim chi, di hoc 16p bo tc, Fy chimg chi, ¢6 ké hoach - Brian
a, thinh thoang céu giong hét mdt bo phim chét tiét chuyén tuyén truyén 161 song...”

.. xin 1B, 16...”

.. khong phai ai ciing uon lim nhiing chuyén diing dén, Brian...”
“_.. khong, t6 biét...”

... khong phai ai ciing gidng cau...”

.. ndy, d4u phai lic ndo 6 ciing lam chuyén dung dén...!”

“... chu hiéu ¥ t6 i, diing khong?” - va cu ta khong thé kon tiéng duoc, vi khong thé Ia to, chi c6 nhing tiéng rit qua k& ring trude khi lai roi vao im
ing, Toi biét phai noi diéu gi ddy, c6 diéu chura hin timra tir d€ n6i, nhung khi t6i dinh md miéng n6 thir thi cu ta bao, “Rot gitm cde mude duge chir?”
Toi hung day coc murde nhya, dua qua, va khi cdu ta co ging ngdi thing ddy, t6i co thé ngiri thay hoi thd cau ta ndng va cé mii kim loai.

“Nhan tién...” cau ta tho dai, nga dau ra sau gdi ... Alice khoe khong?”

“A, khoe. T& qua dém & do, nén...”

“Cau dang dia 4 - that chr?” cau ta hoi, mim cudi chan tinh, xoau dAu trén gbi nhin t6i. “Thé i c4u da thure sw hen hd véi ¢b nang 42

“A, chiing t& tir tir tim hiéu nhaw,” t6i n6i, hoi rut re.



“That ra thi dting la cham chap dy, nhung phai 16i, vay 1a t5t r6i.”
“Brian Jackson, I duma vac cailu...”

“Phai rdi, ndo, dé coi sao.” Toi cam thiy day 1 thoi diém tdt dé 1am viée ding dén, nguoi 16n, nén hit mdt hoi sau. “Alice ndi ring cau da n6i tt cho to.
O bira tigc.”

“Co ay da noi thé 42" cau ta ndi, khong thém nhin it toi.

“Té da ddi xir hoi té voi cau ding khong?”

“Khong, cau khong phai...”

“Té da lam vay, Spencer, t& 1a mot théng t0i té toan tap...”

“Bri, cau tot m.”

“Té khong mubn 1 mot thing t0i du, cau biét d6, chuyén cir tir dung xay ra...”
“... quén chuyén d6 di, ddng y chr?”

“Khong, van thdy...”

“Thoi dugc, néu didu d6 khién cau thay vui hon, Brian, thi dtng rdi, cau hoan toan 1 mdt thing tdi. Gior thi ching ta c6 thé quén chuyén d6 di duoc
chua?”

“Nhung ma cau cam thdy thé ndo...”

“Vécaig...”

“_. V&, cu biét d6, chuyén dé do.”

“Y cau i ndi chung chung chir gi? Khong bit. Noi that, t6 chi théty hoan toan mt moi. Mét moi va mdt chit so' éii, Bri.” Cau ta ndi diéu do rét khe
khang, 161 dang ng6i ¢ ghé phai rueon nguot vé trude dé nghe, va de y thay mat cau ta do va wét. Cau ta cam giac duoc t6i dang nhin, nén dé hai tay lén
1yt ngon tay dé manh 1én mt, tir tir tho mot hoi dai, roi toi cam thay minh nhur hoi mudi hai tudi, budn ba, boi 161, khong bict phai lam gi - toi cho la
phai hanh dong tir té, nhung 12 lam gi? C6 & nén choang tay qua nguoi ciu ta? Nhung t6i cam thiy ling téng khi roi khoi ghé, so nhitg ngudi khéc trong
khoa nhin thiy, nén cir ngdi yén tai chd.

“Nhung chuyén diing 13 déng so dung khong?” t6i néi. “Cau biét d6, cude doi ma, phéi co chuyén nay chuyén kia. VAy nén ngudi ta méi néi...”

“Phai roi. Ctr cho 1 vay...”

“Chuyén s& t6t dep hon théi...”

“That khong?” céu ta hdi, d6i miit van bi che lai. “Vic6 vé t& chi im moi chuyén hong bét ca, Bria...”

“Vé van! Cau 6n ma, bd teo, cau sap stra khoe manh hoan toan r61, 101 toi V6 t6i, dat ban tay Ién vai cdu ta, va siét chit n6. Cir chi ndy that vung vé va
thiéu tw nhién, nhung t6i ctr dé nhur vay chimg ndo c6 thé, cho dén khi vai ciu ta ngimg run rdy. Cubi ciing, ciu ta khong che tay trén niit nita.

“Xin 16i - chi tai méy vién thudc giam dau ny,” cau ta n6i, ly cd tay chi mt.

Khong lau sau d6, hai dra hét sach chuyén dé n6i, va mic di con nhiéu thoi gian, t6i van dmg lén va cAm léy 40 khoac.

“Nay, tot hon 1 & nén di, néu khong thi nhd chuyén tau ndi cudi mt.”

“Camon da tdi, bd téo...”

“Han hanh, b6 to...”

“Oi gioi, khong phai Ia han hanh...”

“A, khong phéi, nhung, cau biét do...”

“Nay, cau khong dinh ky tén Ién cai chan bd bot ctia t& da a?”

“Phai, phai, di nhién,” rdi t6i di t6i cudi giwong, Ay cay but bi tir mot cai bia kep hd so va timmdt chd tréng dé ghi vao. C6 rat nhiéu “nhing 10 chiic tot

dep nhét” va nhing c4i tén ma ti khong nhén ra, va “déng doi ciu, d6 déng ghét” va “The Zep thong tri” ctia Tone. Toi nghi ngoi mt hdi, rdi viét,
“Spencer than mén. Xin 16i va Cam on cdu. Que mot cang ne! Ha ha. Thuong céu nhiéu, ban cau, Bri.”



“Cau viét cai gi d6?”

“A, Qué mot cang né...”

“Qué mot cang 4!”

“Cau biét khong - nghiia 1 chiic may niin. D6 1 mot thudt ngit ctia san khau.”

“Thé 1a Spencer nhin Ién trin, cuoi qua k& ring va n6i chim chdm, “Cau biét khong, Brian, nhiéu lic cau ding I thing ngde khong thé tin duoc.”
“Phai d6, Spencer, t& hiéu ma bd téo. Té biét.”
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CAU HOI: Pay I mdt ngudi cong gido tir vi dao song & thé ky thir ba. C6 thuyét kéré.ngong]armtlinhmlc va 1a thiy thudc nguoi La M3 dd bo mang
trong cudc can quét nguoi cong giao dudi thoi Claudius IT Gothicus, ciing ¢6 chd  ghi rang ong 14 gidm muc thanh Terni, tir vi dao tai Rome, tén ong tir
thé ky mudi bdn duoc iy dé dit cho mdt ngay hoi danh cho cac cip tinh nhan. Ong I ai?

TRA LOI: Thénh Valentine.

sk

Bit ctr khi nao nghe Edith Piaf hat “Khong, toi ching 6 gi nudi tiéc” - m toi ctr phai nghe nhidu hon mong mudn, ngay ca khi toi da vao dai hoc - 1 toi
khong thé khong nghi ngoi, “Co ta dang hat cai quéi gi thé khong biét?” Toi nudi tiéc hau nhur moi thr. Toi biét réing thoi ky qua d sang tudi truéng
thanh van day kho khan va doi khi con dau dén. Toi da quen thude voi nhitng quy wée vé cac s kién co ¥ nghia quan trong trong doi nguoi, 61 biét tir
tiéu thuyét gido duc nhan cach ¢ nghia i gi theo nghiia den, t0i nhin ra minh khong the khong nhin lai nhimg gi da xay ra thoi nién thidu va no mjt nu
cudi thong théi, nhéin nho that ~vong. Nhung chiic chén khong c6 Iy do gi t6i phai bi rdi va hd then vé nhimg chuyén da xay ra ba muoi gidy trude chi?
Khong c6 Iy gi cude doi lai giong nhu nhimg canh quay lia nhanh ctr xet qua khong ngét hién hién nhitng tinh ban chip v4, nhitng co hdi do dam, nhitng
cudc no6i chuyén ngu ngoc nhimng thing ngay phi hodi, nhiing 10i nhin xét ng6 ngan va do hoi, nhimg cau bong dua nhat toet chi chure chd nam dai trén
cai san trude mit, quiy dir doi nhu mdt con ca dang hép hbi?

A, khong con niva. Toi quyét dinh nhur thé lada 1Oi. Trén chuyén tau v& nha, suy ngdm vé mot loat bién cb khong thé tin durgc gin ddy, t0i quyét tim
phai thay d6i doi minh. Néi chung, t6i quyét tim 1 thay d6i doi minh binh quan ¢6 & ba muroi dén bbn muroi lan mot tudn, thurong vao lic hai gio' sang, say
xin, hodc sang sém hom sau, khé chiu sau khi ubng rrou say, nhung lan ny 3 mot quyét tim Ion lao. T6i s& sdng cude doi minh that tt ké tir bay gio
tr¢ di. Lanh ling va Xa cach 16 rang khong hiéu qua ddi voi t01, va o I& s& ching bao o c6 hiéu qua, nén thay vao do toi du dinh tap trung vao viéc
song dura vao nhitng nguyén Iy co ban ctia Khon ngoan, Tir & va Diing cam

Tau cuéi‘cilng cling vao san ga, toi bt d.'?}u cudc song khon ngoan hon, tir t& hon, diing cam hon. T6i tim mdt budng dién thoai &' sén ga, kiém tra xem
con du tien xu khong, 161 quay s0. Des bat may; bay gio' thi moi chuyén da bay ra trude anh sang, khong cd ly do gi ong ay lai khdng bat may.

“Xin chao!” 6ng ndi.

“Chao! Des, Brian day!” t6i noi, vui vé, t6i nhan ra la minh vira vo thirc goi 6ng ta la Des, khong phai chii Des, t6i hoan toan khong chic d6 ¢ phai la
triéu chitng ctia thai d¢ trudng thanh hon ctia minh trong cude song, hay 1 phan tmg kiéu Freud[ 1] trude sy that 1a 6ng ay da quan hé tinh duc véi me
minh.

[1] Theo hoc thuyét Freud, con trai thudng c6 phirc cam ghen ghét va ¢6 xu huéng chdng lai cha/ngurdi ¢ quan hé tinh dye voi me minh,

“0. Chao chau,” ong ta noi, nghe cd vé s t6i mot cach ky la, c6 Chia moi biét tai sao, vi Des ning ti ca ta, va ngoai ra rd rang 1a t6i khong thé dAm
vao mit Ong ta qua dudng day dién thoai duge. Ngimg mot e khi 6ng ta dicu chinh lai 6ng nghe. *Xin 10i nhé, chiu biet do, vira sang sém da phoi bay
thing nhd ctia chi trrde mit chau. RS rang 1a ching ta dinh n6i cho chau bict, vé chii va me chau...”

“Des, thit déy, khong sao ca, hoan toan ching c6 g, t6i tran an dng, va nhin bong minh trén tm kinh ctia budng dién thoai, dang nhe ring gidng nhur
thang hé rap xiéc. “Me chau c6 d6 khong?” t6i hoi, that sy kha ngu ngoc, vi day Ia nha ba ma.

“Di nhién. P& chu chuyén méy,” rdi t6i nghe tiéng sot soat khi 6ng dura tay Ién éng nghe, Aim bam gi d6, va rdi me nhic may.
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“Chao!” ba ndi mdt cach dé dat, Gng nghe hoan toan khong dé gan miéng ba.
“Chao ne.”
“Chao Brian. Con tré v& nha an toan chir?” ba hoi, phat am khé ranh rot, c6 nghia ba dang say.

“Um,” t6i n6i, 101 im king, t6i ¢6 mong mubn thodng qua 1 gac méy. Nhung lai nhé dén cau khiu hiéu m6i ctia minh, Khon ngoan, Tir t&, Diing cam, nén
bén nuot uc mdt cai roi bat dau noi

“Véng, chao me a, con chi nuén n6i..” 161 mudn ndi cai gl co chir?... “Con chi mubn néi rang con da suy nghii vé chuyén d6 va con thit sy, that sy vui
v& chuyén me va Des, va nght rang me va chi ]ay nhau ciing tt thdi, con thuc sur nghi vay. Thue ra thi con nghi d6 1 mot y kién tuyét voi, chii Ay thét s
13 mdt ngudi tot va con xin 16i néu.... 4, chi tai bat ngd qué, chi vy thoi..”

“Oi, Brian...”

“Ma con ciing dong ¥ v6i chuyén nha tro. Con s& vé& dudi d6 vao ky nghi I8 Phuc sinh dé don d6 va rdi can phong s& hoan toan 1 ciia me. Nhu me da
161, xét cho cing thi d6 chi la mbt dong mdy bay md hinh théi ma. The nén, di€u con dang n6i, y con 13, con nghit d6 1a mdt diéu tot. Con mimg vi me
duoc hanh phic.” Khong ¢6 101 dap lai & dau day bén ki, chi co tiéng me dang tho, chuyén dng nghe tir tay ndy qua tay kia. “Mién 1 me khong mubn
con goi Ong Ay 1 “B&’, chi c6 vay thoil” t6i ndi, ¢d tao ra giong vo tr nhét c6 thé.

“Di nhién khong rdi Brian...” va ba dinh n6i diéu gi 6, nhung quyét dinh thoi, khong noi.

“A, thét ra chi c6 thé thoi. Mai me van dén cha?”

“Di nhién rdi - me s& khong bo 1 n6 vi bat cir didu gl dau.”

“Me chic I c6 thé xoay x chir, vé tau va moi thr 4y?”

“Brian, dimg lo Bing vé chuyén do...”

“Vé s€ guri ¢ ctra, ¢ ténne...”

“O, nay Brian? Con m0t chuyén nira...” > Tiéng pip Ppip vang 1en va mic dir t6i c6 thé thiy strc niing ctia méy dng xu tién vat trong tii, nhung ti da n6i tit
ca nhitng gi cAn n6i rdi. “Me, con clip méy ddy, hét tién roi...

“Brian, me can hoi con mdt chuyén khac...”

“No6i di me, nhanh €n...”

“Des ciing dén c6 duoc khong?”’ va rdi duong ddy tit ngim

Toi dimg trong budng dién thoai, tay van cém 6ng nghe. Thyc tinh t6i da lu6n mong m]én bb s& & d6. Khong phai theo nghia den, 1 16i, khong phai khi
ong da chét, nhung trong dau t6i, bd da ng01 & ghé khan gia, ké bén ne, mim cuoi, Vv tay, gio hai ngon cai Ién, va me ciing phai biét chuyén d6 roi, néu
khong ba da ching cang thang khi hoi ti vé chuyén d6. Va bay gi khong phai bb, mé 1 Des, mdt gi cuc mich tén ki Des, ngudi na t6i khong thuc sur
hiéu 15 va thich, va...

Toi Iy tién 16 trong t0i, cim mdy, quay s, va me bt may gan nhu ngay lap tirc.

“Me a?”

“O, phai, Brian, me chi dinh hoi la...”

“Con nghe me n6i roi. Di nhién 1 me ¢6 thé dan theo Des.”

“O. Tét qua.”

“Mai con s& thu xép vé.”

“O. Hay qué, Brian. Con c6 chéc...”

“Con chic ma.”

“Vay tam biét con nhé.”

“Tambiét.”

R&i t6i gac may.



T61 6 trong bubng dién thoai mot hdi lau sau do6, dimg suy nghi, chi m6i bt dAu nhung chinh sach Khon ngoan, Tur té Diing cam duong nhu da dugc
thyre hién kha t6t, cho dén bay gi0. Toi nghi thAm chi doi minh ciing vira lim duge mot viée tot. Va déang I& nén di vé phong dé nghi xemmyic gi cho budi
1én hinh ngay mai va ngl mot giac ngon knh, t6i quyét dinh di gip Alice, vi ndi sao thi nay ciing 1 L& Valentine, va lic nay chéc hin nang da doc bai tho
clia t6i roi.
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CAU HOI: Adam Heyer, Frank Gusenberg, Pete Gusenberg, John May, Al Weinshank va James Clark ndm trong s6 nhitng nan nhén ctia sy kién dAm
maunao & phd North Clark, Chicago vao thang Hai nam 1929?

TRA LOIL: Vu thim sat L& Valentine.

skoksk

“Nghe ndy Alice, t& da suy nghi nhiéy, vé chuyen chung minh, va, a, c6 mdt bai tho vi dai ctia nha tho siéu hinh John Donne, Ba Jan ngdc nghéch, trong
d6 c6 doan thé nay “Toi biét t6i da ngu ngde rt nhleu' Vida yéu, va da ndi ring yéw Bang vo sb nhitng Van tho wét at” va to nght, a, t& cling hoi giong
ké d6. Piéu t& mudn n6i 13 t& d3 hoi thd bao, khi ¢b 16i cdu dang da chan va la hét vao buong chyp hinh, viét mdt bai tho t& hai, dién khing trong thi¢p
Valentine i nhitng chuyén khdc nita, va to biét swr doc lap quan trong voi cau biét duong ndo, va t¢ chap nhan chuyén do, that dy. Di nhién, t6 yéu
cau, qua yéu i dang khac, nhung dleu d6 khong quan trong, tinh yéu khong can trd thanh vat can duong, vi xét cho cung t& nghi ching ta that sy hoa
hop, ching ta la nhitng ngudi ban tt, c6 khi con i tim giao. TG chac rang minh thich danh thoi gian ¢ bén cdu hon voi bt ky ai trén doi nay, to tht sy
thich, méc du t cling biét im Nic minh 1 mot ké hét strc nglra it. Thyc ra hdu nhur Kic ndo ciing vy, va, duoc r01, nghe nay, t¢ khong ngbe hoan toan,
¢ biét by gior cAu khong yéu 6, nhung mot ngay nao do cdu co thé yéu td, diing khong? Yok cdu co thé nudi ndng tinh cam chang? C6 the Jam, né s&
Xy 12, t6 ¢6 thira kién nhan, hang dong kién nhin, va t& khong ngai cho doi. Thé nén diéu té dang ¢d ndi 1a - thoi gian s& n6i lén tat ca. Chi can chd xem
diéu xay ra. Chiing ta s& khong thiic ép, chiing ta hdy chi danh thoi gian bén nhau ma vui vé. Va cho doi. Thoi gian s& tré 10i. Puge chir?”

bo it nhidu ciing la nhimng gi t6i dinh n6i v&i Alice khi gip mat. Toi khong chic minh c6 thé tin dung méy ciu trich dan tho John Donne hay khong, vi t6i
lo rang nhur vay s& d€ lai an tuong hoi khoe khoang, nhung t6i dinh xem i d6 s& tlly co tmg bien. Toi dinh n6i tat ca nhitng dicu ¢ trén, khong nhiéu
hon, va xem nang ti¢p nhin n6 nhur the ndo, roi t6i s€ lay do khoac, ve nha va ngl mit giac timtieng ngon lanh. Va nhat dinh khdng c6 hon nang. Ké ca
nang ¢6 bao 6i ¢ lai lAm tinh cing nang hay I gi khdc, t6i cling s& tir choi, vi sang mai thi Thach thirc roi. Ca hai ching t0i phai turoi tinh cho cudc thi
Thach thirc. Giong nhur cac vo si - khong duge quan hé tinh dyc trude tran dau.

Toi dirng bén ngoai phong nang, GO cura.

Khéng c6 tiéng dap.

Toi lai go. Khon ngoan, Tl té, Diing cam, Khon ngoan, Tt té, Diing cam...

“Aido?”

“Brian day.”

“Brian d4y a! Gan nira dém rdi ma!”

“T& biét, xin 161, chi mubn chao cu thoil”

Toi nghe tiéng nang budc ra khoi girong, tiéng sot soat khi nang méc quan 4o, rdi nang nhin qua gd cira, 4o thun ngéin tay in hinh Snoopy va quan dii
den.

“Bri 4, thit tinh t& budn ngti Bim rdi...” ning ndi, dyi mt.

“Vay ha? Chia oi, xin 1bi. Chi i t& vira c6 mot ngaty ddy nhitng su kién quan trong, va t6 mudn tim s véi ai do.”
“Khong thé doi cho dén...?”

“Khong phai ai d6. Cau thoi.”

Nang cin mdi, va Ky tay con ranh kéo manh phia trude cai 4o thun ngéin tay xubng,
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“0, véy thi vio di.”” Roi nng mo cira. Toi di vio va ngdi xudng canh cai giwrdng chira don, cham vao con thiy hoi 4m noi nang da nam
“Thé Valentine cta cu thé nao?”
0, tét, tbt...”

“C6 g dic biét khong?” t6i hoi dy an ¥. “Buru dién sang nay? C6 ci gl hay ho khong?...” t6i wc nang dén va ngdi ké bén minh.

Tai sao nang khong dén ngdi bén i vay?
“Cau nghil nhu véy that sao? Ph! Vi t& hoi xau hd vé bai tho d6. Thét ra ddy 1 lin dAu tién c6 ngudi doc nhitng gi to viét, nén...”

“Khong, t6 nghi n6 dé thuong, tht ddy. Rat... thing thén. VA... chan chit. Xuc dong. Té nghil hoan toan 1 san phdm cta E. E. Cummings, a khong phai
san phim, ma la duoc truyén cam hing boi 6ng, ¥ 16 1 n6 lam t& nhé 61 6ng. That ra t¢ nghi minh nhén ra mot s6 cu tho...” Cho da, nang dang bude
t1t01 dao tho hay sao the nay? ... nhung du sao, nd dé thuong lam, that day. Camon cau. T¢ da rat... camdong...”

“Chdc vi n6 xudt phat tir tim long ctia t& day!” t6i vui vé néi. “Mot bai tho ra hon déy chir! Té chura timg giri bét ky bai tho nao cho ail” toi biét minh
dang n6i huyén thuyén, nhung nang cudi, gai gii cui cho va lam cang céi 4o thun ngan tay bang cach kéo 40 xuong 61 tan dau gbi tran. Con toi hién dang
cb ging dé giir khong khi vui vé, vi khong thé khong dé ythaytrencalbanoplna sau, i I qua vai nang, mjt bo hdng d6 to tudng, dep tuyét voi dang
nghiéng qua mjt bén trong cai chao nhom dung nurée mon vet to ding mi nang Jay tir bép chung. Di nhién khong c6 ly do gi nang lai khong nhan qua
Valentine tir nhirng g3 dan 6ng khic, t6i tht ngdc khong nhan ra chuyén do, t6i khong ngdy tho, nang chic chin s& nhan duoc qua, nang xinh dep, nbi
tiéng va hép din goi tinh dén thé ma, nhung bo hoa nay that... tamthuong Tam thuong dén ndi t6i ¢6 khong dé y dén, thay vao d6 tap trung vao bai tho
bé nho tyr sang tac dAy chan thanh va nhiét tAm ctia minh. Nhung né van & d6, b I qua vai nang, boc mii trong cai chéo gidng nhu chat khir mii khong
khi ré tién, bé hoa to vét déng ghét voi nhitng bong hong do tuyét dep dang ghét do...

“Hoa hong dep nhi!” ti noi.
“O, nhitng c4i d6 ha!” nang n6i, nhin qua vai hai An, nhur thé bing cch ndo d6 ching dang bo 1én sau hrng nang, giéng nhur Khu rimg Bimam dim
mau[1] vay...

[1] “Khu rirng Birnam’” 1 161 canh bao ctia cac phu ﬂlﬁy‘d(”')i V61 Macbeth trong v& kich Macbeth cua Shakespeare, do Ia: “Macbeth s& ching bao gioy bi
danh bai trir khi/ Khu rirng Birnam dang cao 1&n ngon d6i Dunsinane/ S€ quét qua han.”

“C6 biét... ai giri khong?”” t0i nhe nhang hoi.

“Ai biét dwoc!” nang dap. R0 rang I cua mot g cong tr bot }(hén kiép ndo roi. Toan b tién tro cip cho ca hoc ky & d6, bdc mii trong cai chéo dung
nude. Va di nhién nang bict ai giri chung; vi hao phong dén thé ma lai dinh ndc danh thi c6 nghia Iy gi chi?

“A c6 cai thiép ndo duoc kep vao hay...?”

“D6 ¢6 phai 1 viéc clia cau khong ddy ha, Brian?” ning git gong,

“Khong. Khong, t& cho 1a khong phai”

“Xin 16i! Xin 16i, xin 16i, Xin 16i, xin 16L xin IBi...” nang ndi, i roi ghé, choang canh tay qua toi, va 6mt6i ¢ tur thé khomnguoi. Toi nhin xubng doc theo
lung nang, chd 4o thun ngiin tay bi cubn Ién, rdi dat mot ban tay 1én chd da thit &m ap ctia nang 1 ra chi trén chd db 16t mot chit, that tinh cd duong nhu
16 1am bang vai lu6i den md hay diing ten gi 6, ching toi giit tu thé do modt hdi, trong khi t6i nhin chédm chédm vao nhing bong hdng dang ndm trong
chéo.

“Xin 16i...” nang thi thim bén tai toi. “T6 thit B xAu tinh vi da gt gong véi ciu, chi vi ching t6 da c6 mot tbi dién tap thur sy dai va kho khéin, va t6 nghi
minh van con nhap vai nhan vat...” roi ndng ngdi ke ti va cudi, ndi, “Chiia oi, t¢ ndi nhu vay that a? Khong nghi ngd gi nita, d6 la dieu ngao man nhit t6
tung n6i trong doi..” roi ching t6i ciing cudi vang, t6i twr hoi liéu minh ¢6 nén thir hon nang khong, nhung roi chot nhé duge céu than chi mdi cta minh.
Khon ngoan, Tir t€, Can dam

“Nay, t& phai di ngti bay gio day, Brian. Mai la ngay trong dai va...”

“Di nhién, t6 s& di...” rdi t6i chure dtmg ddy, nhung lai ngdi xudng ngay. “Nhung t& ¢6 thé ndi didu ndy trurde khi di khong,..?”

“Théi.. duge,” nang n6i véi vé dé chimg, ngdi xubng canh toi.

“Pung lo - khong c6 gi phai hoang so dau. To chi mudn ndi...” rdi toi cAm tay nang, hit mdt hoi sau va 10}, “Alice.... Pugc 101, nghe nay, Alice, to da suy
nghi nhiéu, Vé’ chgyén qht’mg minh, va, a, c6 mit ‘béi tho vi (‘iai cua nha tho siég hinh John Donne, bai Ba lan ngoc nghéch ay, trong‘déy co dpan “To1 biet
t01 da ngu ngdc rat nhicw/ Vida yéu, va da noi rang yéw Bang v6 s nhitng van tho w6t at” va t¢ nght, a, minh hoi giong ke do. Picu t6 mudn noi la t6 da
hoi thé bao, co 16i cdu dang da chan va la he::t vao budng chup hmh 101 thi viet mot bai tho t§ hai, dién khing trong thi¢p Valentinp va lam nhiéu chuyén
khac, t& biet sy doc ap co gia tri voi cau biet nhuong ndo, t¢ chap nhan chuyén do, that day. Di nhién, t¢ yéu cau, qua yéu Ia dang khac nén...”



“Brian...” nang noi.

“... nhung diéu d6 khong quan trong, tinh yéu khong cin trd thanh vat can dudng, vi xét cho cing...”

“Brian...”” nang ndi.

... cho chit, Alice, dé t6 néi hét...”

... khong duoc, Brian a, ciu phai dimg lai...” nang ndi, dtmg 1én va di vé phia bén kia can phong, “Thé nay khong dugc...”
“Nhung, Alice, d6 khong phai i diéu cau nghi dau...”

“Khong, t6 xin 161, Brian; t6 khong thé chiu duoc nita. Hay thoi ci trd ndy di...”

Va ky la thay, nang khong n6i diéu nay v6i toi, ma ndi voi til 4o ctia minh.

“Coinao, Neil, chuyén khong con budn cudi nita dau.”

“Quiéi la,” t6i nghil, “tai sao nang lai goi tt 40 1 Neil? Nang goi ngin kéo I gi nhil” t6i tur hoi, khi nang ding 1ong ban tay g6 vao ctra Neil Ta Ao, 1di cira
t tir tir mo ra nhu trong mot man ao thudt.

C6 mot g dan dng trong th quan 4o.

Hin ta dang cdm c4i quan dai trong tay.

T6i khong hiéu.

“Brian, day la Neil,” Alice gioi thi¢u.

Neil 16 dién budc ra khoi ti do, ding trén d6i chan ctia minh.
“Neil dang thu vai Eilert Lovborg. Trong v& Hedda Gabler.”
*“Xin chao, Neil,” toi noi.

“Chao, Brian,” Neil noi.

“Ching t& dang... tp duot,” Alice cho biét.

“0,” t6i n6i, chinh diéu nay da giai thich cho moi chuyén.

Va 1i sau do, hinh nhu t6i d4 bét tay han.
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VONG CHUNG KET

“Céu nghi gi vé co ay?”

“Em khong thich n6i,” t6i Bip bép.

“N6i vao tai ¢d ndy,” ¢ Havisham noi, ngudi ctii xudng,
“Em nghi ¢6 4y rit kiéu hanh,” toi thi thim.

“Con ginira?”

“Emnghi ¢6 4y rit xinh dep...”

“.. Con ginita?”
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“Em nghif minh mudn di vé& nha by gio...”

“_.. Cau nén di sém” ¢ Havisham n6i to. “Choi hét minh nhg...”
Charles Dickens, Gia tai vi dai.

39

CAU HOI: “Ngay xua ¢6 bbn dira tre tén la Peter, Susan, Edmund va Lucy.” D6 1a moi mo dau cho tac pham ndi tiéng ctia mdt hoc gia, tidu thuyét gia
va mdt nha bién ho Cong gido. Tén cudn sach do 1a gi?

TRA LOI: Sur tir, Phit thiy va Ta 4o.

skoksk

Caundi clra miéng khi gip nhirng nguoi ndi tiéng bang xwrong bang thit di nhién ]E‘IVhQ that chan vi ho trong tam thurong hon nbiéu so voi khi xuat hién trén
man anh. Nhung trong doi thit Bamber Gascoigne lai hay ho hon t6i fudng; 6ng rat manh khanh, hay mim cuoi va ra nhin dén sting sot, hét nhuw mot
nhAn Vét tir trong tic phim ctia C. S. Lewis, ngudi sap stra dua ban dén v6i mdt chuyén phiéu hru ky th, nhung 6ng ¢6 ve hép dan gidi tinh. Nhom bén

ngudi ching toi dimg thanh mdt hing trong khan phong truyén hinh, cang thing, chd doi, con ong dang xem 161 dan, khong khi co vé giéng budi trinh dién
cho hoang gia.

Alice dang né tranh t6i, nang dtmg dAu hing nén t6i khong thé nghe thy ning néi gi nhung t6i doén nang dang cd giy cam tinh v6i 6ng. Con Patrick,
hau nhu gap doi nguoi lai vi nhin nhuong, dang khoe khoang viéc da gap ong tir trude, cing vao thoi diém nay ndm ngodi, anh ta dang hanh dong nhr
thé ho I nhitng ngudi thén, rat than da clng nghi I8 v6i nhau hay dai loai nhu viy. Bamber rat thii vi, ong luon né nu cudi, va néi: “Phai, phéi, di nhién toi
nh¢ cau!” trong khi chéc ong 4y dang suy nghi “Thing dan nay 13 ai vy troi?”

ROi dén Lucy, ¢6 van luon king & va dé thuong dén khong ngd, rdi dén ot toi. Toi thc méic khong biét nén goi ng dy o Bamber, hay ong Gascoigne
nhi? Ong tién dén gan, bat tay t6i, va toi noi: “Rat vui duge gip ong, 6ng Gascoigne.”

“Thoi ndo, lim on goi toi | Barmber,” dng ndi, cudi toe toét, hai ban tay nim chit iy tay t6i. “Thé tén cau la gi?”
“Brian, Brian Jackson,” t0i Eip bip.

“... chuyén nganh?”

“Van. Anh.” 6 tra Ioi.

“Cau noi g co?” dng hoi, cti nguoi xudng,

“Vin hoc nude Anh,” t6i n6i to, lin nay rong Enl dang khac, va de y thiy Bamber kh& gidt minh, hiu nhu khé nhan thiy, t6i dodn rang c6 thé ong ngiri
thy mii rrou trong hoi tho t6i, va nhén thiy t6i da d6 md hoi nhur tim

sk

Bit chép nhitng nd hyc ghé gdm ciia chinh quyén trong viée cip phép, thuc té a du tré thé ndo, ban ciing luén kiém dugc rwou néu can ubng khing
Kkhiép.

Sau khi chay khéi phong Alice ¢ trang vién Kenwood, t6i di bd trén duong ph6 mit chde, cd gﬁ.ng trén tinh lai, ¢b giing ngimg run riy, cho dén khi thiy
minh & bén ngoai quan Hurong vi ctia Raj, mt quan ca ri kiém ban rwou u An Do; ban ¢6 thé udng bao nhiéu tiry thich subt dém, chimng nao con trong
pham vi murdi bude chan ctia mon banh chién bot dau cé hanh ctia An D9.

Chi vira moi qua nira dém, noi niy thit ving vé. “Ban cho mdt ngudi ha?”” ngudi boi ban duy nhét con lai hoi.

“Phai,” rdi anh ta dan t6i vao mt buéng tit sau quan, g:;in nha bép. To61i mo thire don, va théy mia mai chua chat thgy cai ThL,rc dgn Valentine e ky dac
bict cho budi hen ho ling man cta cac cép tinh nhan dén quéan, nhung nghiky thi du thyre don ¢4 nhirmg mo6n &n rat dang dong tién bat gao, t6i van nghi
ngai khong 6 minh ¢6 thé nubt duge bat ky cai gi hay khong. Hon nita, t6i dén ddy dau phai de an. Toi goi mdt cOc bia nura lit, hai banh mi gion AnDo,
moOt banh chién bot dau ¢ hanh, mdt coc gin & tonic.

“Thua quy khach, con mdn chinh thi sao a?”’

“C6 khi d€ sau,” t0i n6i. Va nguoi boi ban gt du i rti, nhur the anh ta hidu réng trai tim con ngudi doi khi rt cén ¢di, r0i di ly rou cho 0. Toi uong
can cé coc bia, coc gin & tonic tham chi trude khi tiéng ping cuia 10 vi ba tir nha bép phia sau vang Ién. Ngudi boi ban day nhe mon banh bot chién dau
¢6 hanh dugc ham nong lén ban vao giira hai cti cho 61, con t6i dua ra nhitng cdi ly rong.

“Thémmdt cdc bia nita, va mdt ruou gin. Lin nay khong pha tonic nhé,” ngudi boi ban voi doi mét budn gt dau ra vé timg trai, roi thd dai, quay nguoi
di lay thirc udng



“Nay, xin 16i?” - t6i goi vdi theo - “anh im on Ay rurou gin ly dtp nhé?”” Mot cach mién cudng, t6i boc 16p vo ra khoi miéng banh chién bot dau va
nhiing n6 vao m6n sita chua bac ha 1ng, ngot, khi ngudi bdi ban quay lai dem theo d udng, 6i nhép mdt ngum khodng mdt tc rdi d6 bia vao ruou gin,
ly tay cAm ctia c4i nia khudy déu Ién, roi nghi vé tit ca nhitng diéu ma minh biét.

Toi biét diém khac nhau giita mOt con thin Fin bay, thén Fin bay khong rang, thén Fin ngén canh va thén fin bay ¢o lop stmg. Toi biét tén Latin ctia hiu
hét cac loai chim phd bién & mrdc Anh. Toi biét thanh phd thit d6 ctia hdu hét moi qudc gia trén thé giéi, va phan Ién qudc ky cac mrde. Toi biét truong
Cao dang Magdalen duoc phat 4m i Cao dang Maudlin. T6i blet tron bo cac vo kich ctia Shakespeare trir Timon ¢ thanh Athens, va tron bo tiéu thuyét
ctia Charles Dickens trir Barnaby Rudge, va tit ca cac sach v& Narnia, va thir tur thoi gian sang tic, gan nhur chinh xAc trong trurong hop ctia
Shakespeare. Toi thudc 101 ctia moi bai hat ma Kate Bush timg ghi am, bao gdm ca mit B, ciing nhur vi tr xép hang cao nhét ctia mbi dia don ma Kate
Bush timg phat hanh. Toi biét tat ca dong tir Phép bét quy tic, va thanh ngit “toe the line’]1] bat ngudn tir ddu, tii mat dé lam gi, hd stmg tréu dugce hinh
thanh nhur thé nao, tAt ca cac doi vua Anh theo thit tu, cc ba vo clia vua Henry B¢ Bat va s6 phén ctia ho, sy khac nhau giita da dugc tao thanh do
lira, do trdm tich va do bién chét, mdc thoi gian ctia nhitng tréin dénh chinh ctia Chién tranh Hoa hong, nghia ctia nhirng tir nhur “sut phén chiéu”, “thuyét
tiéu dao” va “uyén ngir”, s6 toc binh quan trén dau ngudi, cach dan moc, sy khac nhau gitta phén g phan hach hat nhan va phan g tong hop hat
nhén, 1im thé ndo dé d4nh van tir deoxyribonucleic, cac chom sao, dan s6 trai dét, khdi lwong mit tring va co ché hoat dong cta tim ngudi. Nhung diéu
co ban nhét va quan trong nhat, nhur tinh ban, vurot qua ndi dau Imt cha, yéu aido, hay don gian chi 14 hanh phtc, mngudi tt, sbng dang hoang, co
phdm cach va hanh phuc thi duong nhu hoan toan va tuyét ddi ndm ngoai tam hiéu biét cta toi. Va dudng nhur t6i chéng thong minh gi ca, thuc té khong
nghi ngd gi nita, t6i chinh 1 théng ngdc v phurong ciru chita va dai ngdc trén thé giéi nay.

[1] Toe the line nghiia 14 tuAn theo nguyén tic hodic chudn mire ndo d6, ngudi ta tranh cai vé ngudn gbe xuat phat thanh ngir nay.

Toi bt du cam thiy thodng budn, nén bén twr minh vui vé béng céch goi thém mdt cdc bia va ly dp gin khéc, do ruou gin vao bia, Hy ria khuy kn,
nhiing mau banh mi vao turong 6t xoai, va dieu tiep theo t6i nhé dugc 1a minh thirc ddy con méic nguyén d6 vao luc 6 gio 30 phit sang,

sksksk

‘“Brian! Brian, day di...”

“Dé t6i yén...” 161 n6i, kéo cai chin qua dau.

“Brian, coi ndo, ching ta tré mit...” ai d6 dang lay vai toi. Toi gat phéing tay ho di.
“Pang d&mcoma - cut di.”

“Bay gio 1a 6 gio rudi sang 10i Brian, chiing ta phai c6 mit tai truong quay lic 9 rudi, va ching ta ¢6 thé khong dén kip. Coi ndo, ddy mau...” rdi Patrick
giang tAm chén ra. “Céu ngii ma méc nguyén do diy 42"

“Khong...!” t6i gidn dit n6i, nhung khéng thuyét phuc cho fim, vi 6 rang t6i dang ngii, va dang miic nguyén quan 4o. “T6i bi lanh hdi t6i, chi viy thoi...”
Patrick giat manh tAm chin ra hén.

“Cau van mang gidy!”

“Chén t6i bi lanh!”

“Brian - cau da ubng rwou ddy 42

“Khong phai...!”

“Brian, t6i nghi 3 chiing ta d& thdoa thudn - ngt sdm va khong nhau nhet trude cudce thi..”

“T6i khong c6 ubng ruou ma lail” ti bat ngudi ngdi thing ddy, nghe rurou gin va bia va banh chién ddu c6 hanh yén vi trong da day.

“Brian, t0i c6 thé ngiri mii ruu tir hoi thd clia céu! Ma sao cai ném clia cau lai ndm trén san nha thé?”

“Céu ta ndi d6 1 giudng fiton,” Josh dimg & ngudng cira nbi xen vao, run ry trong cai quan I6t. Marcus sam soi nhin, nhéy nit qua vai cau ta.
“T6i phai danh thirc cic ban chung nha v6i cau dé ho mo cira cho vao dy,” Patrick giai thich.

“Oi. Xin 16i John, xin 1 Marcus...”

“Khong thé tin dugc - cau van con say diy 42"

“T6i khong say! Nam phut - cho t6i nam phut thoi!”

“Cau c6 ba phut. Toi s& ngdi xe doi dudi lau,” Patrick cau nhau, rdi hdi hé roi phong, theo sau 1 Josh va Marcus. Téi tho dai, By tay cha vao mit, ngdi
0 ria giuong futon.

To61 nhd Alice.



Toi di 1 th quan o, lay cai 4o khoac nhung ké mau ndu ctia bo.

skesksk

Chuyén di dén Manchester kha chan. Ching t6i di bing chléc 2CV ctia Alice, va ¢b nang trao cho t6i mt nu cudi ngu ¥ khong-phéi-cang-thé-dau day
ve ke ca, t61 gia bo khong nhin théy khi leo mot cach vung vé ra phia sau, tti khoai tdy gion va vo bang cat xét vo tan kéu lao xao dudi chan. Toi kéo
manh cira xe dong lai bang soi day phoi d6 ludn qua tay ndm cira, va viéc dung stre lam t6i ¢ len mot tiéng, khong khi rit Ién qua ham rang nghién chit.
Bac si Lucy Chang phat hién ra diéu nay, ¢6 khambénh, 10 mim cuoi voi toi kiéu thay thuoc ma ho da day ¢ 4y str dung nhu mdt phan trong churong
trinh dao tao. Toi kéo o khodc dudi cam én giong mot cai mén khi khoi hanh, va c6 ging phot I s trong tranh ctia cai xe 2CV, 1 rang khong c6 hé
thong giam x6¢ nao ca, va cam thay nhu dang choi tro 1ai xe dung ¢ khu vui choi.

Chéing can phai n6i ciing biét ong cu non Patrick da chuin bi ‘vai trdm cau hoi trong hanh trinh dé khoi dong vui, cac thé cau hoi cd 15x10 duge danh
may ky ludng, va anh ta khang khang rong Ién that to at ca tleng dn dong co may xén cd ctia chiée 2CV khi ching t6i Fic manh trén dudng xa 16 & van
toc 88kmvh. Toi quyet tam khong tra 101 bt ky cu ndo, chi dé day ho bai hoc. Chién hroc dé trai qua ngiy hom nay B giit ton nghiém. Kiéu hdnh va
Phém gi4, d6 14 diéu quan trong. Diéu do, va khong 6i mira.

“Ba c4u hoi diém thudng vé cac cude chién. Tran chién tai Blenheim dién ra vao nimnao? C6 ai tra 1oi khong? Khong ai 42 Lucy?”

“MOot ngan bay tram.. mudi hai?”” Lucy dé xuat.

“Khong phéi. Mot ngin by tram Ié bon.”

“Khdi u sung, dugc nhép trong Tran danh Khdi usung[2] nam & dau? C6 ai khong? Khdi u sung dy? C6 ai co bét ky y kién nio khong? Khdi u sung,
Coi nao, nghi k¥ di. Khoi u sung, Tran danh Khoi u sung...”

[2] Trén dénh Khoi u sung  tén béo chi Anh thudng goi trin Ardennes vi nhin trén ban d6 quén sy, quin Pirc thoc thing duge mbt 16 hong I6n va tran
sang khu quén sy ctia quan Pong Minh tao nén mdt mili dui twong ty nhu mot khoi u sung,

“Ha Lan!” t6i n6i kh& bén dudi 4o khoac, mdt phin chi vi mudn anh ta ngimg ndi “Khéi u sung”.

“Ardennes tai Bi,” Patrick néi, tac i va Fic du. “Cau hoi sb 3. Tran Austerlitz con dugc goi i Tran Ba hoang dé 13 tran chién giira...”

“Patrick, t6i c6 thé hoi khong, ¥ nghia tht su cia rmy caido Ia gi?” t6i noi, nghiéng ngudi vé phia trude tir ghe ngdi. “°Y t6i 13, anh thit sy nghi ring,
bang mdt phép miu ndo d6, mdt ciu bét ky trong s nhitng cau ndy s& xuat hién trong cudc thi thit 42 Boi vi néu khong phéi nhur vay thi that 1 phi pham
thoi gian ctia moi ngudi, ding khong?”

“Brian...” Lucy ndi, mt tay dat Ién canh tay toi.

“Pay l khoi dong, Brian!” Patrick rit lén, xoay ngwoi trén chiéc ghé dé ddi mit véi toi. “Khoi dong cho nhitng ngwoi néo trong ching ta khong hoan toan
tinh tdo sang nay ma dang & ching ta can phai tinh tao, hi€u khong?”

“T6i khong biét tai sao anh lai cong kich ti!” toi néi, bay gidr dang quat Ién. “T6i qua cau di ngi lic niy gio ha Alice?”” va c6 nang liéc t6i qua kinh chiéu
héu, cai nhin trirg trimg ctia mdt dan chi khinh khinh, Anh dam

“Brian, ching ta s& ni vé chuyén do sau, duoc chir...?”

“N6i sau vé chuyén gi?”” Patrick hoi.

“Khong c6 gi,” Alice dap, “khong gica...”

“Alice, thé chi c bon ching ta & ddy hom nay chir, hay cau cho ai d6 trén trong ngin dé hanh Iy?”

“Sao?” Patrick hoi
“Brian, khong phai ¢ day, duoc chir...?” Alice rit Ién.

“Ai d6 lam on cho t6i biét chuyén gi dang xay ra di...?” Patrick quat thao.

“Thoi duoc roi, moi nguoi! Buoc 1oi! Ching ta hdy... nghe nhac nhé?” Lucy dé nghi, ¢b gang hoa giai. Mot tay 6 van nam iy canh tay t01, diudang
nhung kién quyét, con toi gan nhur cho ring ¢ mdt mili kim tiém dudi da & tay kia, nén ngdi sup xudng ghé, kéo a0 khoac cao Ién dau dé cb chop mit,
161 chiing t61 nghe bang cat xét “The look of love” (Dang ve cua tinh yéu) nhém ABC dang hat liu lo, ré ré hét 1an nay dén lan khéc, trén ca doan duong
dén Manchester, cho t6i khi t6i nghi minh chuan bi rti Ién.
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Mot e sau khi t6i v6 tinh thé hoi rurgu vao mit Bamber Gascoigne, ong ay 1i§‘:n mét hit vao vin phong dé xem cac cau hoi va bo ching ti lai voi nguoi
ban cii Julian, anh chang nghién ctru sinh tré tudi dé thuong nay luc nay moi tict 1o doi thi cua chung t6i. Nhur chung t6i da lo s¢. Mot tir thoi. Oxbridge.



Patrick c6 ndn ra ny cudi tht twoi, roi tiéng hai him rang anh ta nghién vao nhau nhir vang doi khéip trudng quay.

Bén ngudi bon ho dang nhe nhang thong tha bang qua san truong quay tién v& phia ching t6i theo mdt hang dai, gidng nhirng tay cudp co sing. Bonho
déu théng nhit méc 40 coc tay c6 dinh huy hiéu treong va thit ca vat, déu quang khiin choang ciia trurdng va déu deo kinh nhu mot nd hre dé doa ddm

chiing t61. B 13 mdt doi hinh toan nam, datrang,neptowhorangﬁrachmgtmco thé tyr chiic nmngnm;hwdataoraantuongve binh déing gi6i bing
viéc ¢ hai co gai trong doi, ngay ca khi mdt trong s6 ho la mdt my phu thily hai mat, loc kra, muru md, xau xa.

Di nhién, cac d6i thii ctia ching t6i chura phét hién ra ban chét ctia Alice, nén bon ho déu tién thing dén c6 ta, bu xung quanh nhur mudn xin chit ky, con
Patrick cir nhdp nhom vo ich & bén ngoai vong tron, cb ging tuyét vong dé bit tay ai do, tay ai ciing duoc. Doi | truong cua ho, Norton hoc Negbn ngi,
Vién hoc va Lich st Hy Lap - La Ma c06 dai - mdt gd vai rdng, tu hai long véi vé dep trai cuia minh, toc sudn mem, céi kiéu ctia mdt tén khén c6 dién
mao wa nhin imra vé ¢6 thé vuot trdi & bét ky noindo - dang bat tay Alice khong chiu budng ra. “Vay, cau chic hin 14 linh vAt!” hin ta 1& nhé ddm
dang, 161 n6i c6 tac dong dén i vi nghe nb co vé dang ghét va chi nghiia s6 vanh qué, thé 12 t6i nhét thoi mudn thay mét Alice thé hién sy cam phan bénh
vuc binh quyén nam nir, nhung rdi chot nhé lai tdi qua, c4i ti do. Va lai, Alice ¢6 vé khong ban tam, vi c6 ta dang cuoi, lai con cém mo, méit mo tron
ngly tho, hat mai toc moi gdi, Norton ciing hit méi toc dang yeu, bong loang cia hén ta ra sau, 16i cO ta hat méi toc dé dap lai, 101 hén ta hat toc, roi co
ta hét toc, va canh ddy trong nhur kiéu mot nghi thirc két doi trong chuong trinh thé giéi dong vat véy. Toi x4u hd phai noi ring tir “cheo trai” dang xut
hién trong dAu, nhung vi tir ndy vira phan biét gioi tinh vira miét thi dan ba qua nén t0i bén kiém ché, va thay vao d6 chi dimg bén ngoai nhom, khong c6
ai dé bit tay, va quan sat. Lucy Chang phat hién thiy toi, c6 bén bude t61, nam khuyu tay t6i va gl(n thiéu t61 véi Partridge, mot g murdi chin tudi, dau
hoi h01, nu0'c da hong dao, ¢ Saffron Walden, hoc Lich str Hién dai, thé 13 i cudi, cudi tlep, ndi, roi lai cudi va t hdi khong biét ¢ noi ndo minh cd
thé dén va ndm xudng nghi mot chut khong,

Nhung khong c6 thoi gian, vi Julia dang db danh ching ti vé chd ngdi dé tip duot cip toc, chi cho vui thdi, anh ta dimg & chd danh cho Bamber. Khoi
16i ciing biét, Patrick da ¢b dinh Vi tri ngdi, dé t6i ngdi & dau kia, xa, that xa khoi anh ta va Lucy, trén thyc t&, ft nhidu giong nhur ngdi & trurong quay
khéc. Alice ngdi giita ching t61 néu i cach day hai muroi bén tleng thi diéu d6 that vui suong, nhung gio ddy chi con cd si Kkhé 6, va ching t6i ngdi do,
nhin ngdy ra trimg trimg vé phia trudc trong im lang, khi Julian nhic rang c4i nay chi dé wui, khong phéi i cudc thi, diéu quan trong la moi nguoi thay thur
gidn. Thét ngac nhién [ ban va chubng déu co vé t0i tan va tam bo, nhu thé ai d6 da kim ching thét nhanh trong 16p day nghé mdc vay, va toi tht sur co
thé thiy nhimng bong dén dang phat sang tén minh & phia trude bang. Toi co thé thao modt c4i ibong ra néu muon, c6 & chdmné sau chuong trinh va gitr
lam vat ky niém, nhur mdt trd bong dua clia sil}h viép chura tot nghi€p, hi miii chura sach. Toi nghi vé vjéc n6i diu nay gho Alice nhung chot nhd ra la
chiing t0i khong noi chuyén vdi nhau, va lai thiy budn. Trong khi d6, Julian dang moi ching t6i thir bam chudng, chi dé cam nhn dugc ching. Ching t6i
deéu thir, va 61 choai ngurdi ra nhin miét trude cuia cai ban go dan, dé thay tén minh nhap nhay. Jackson. Jackson. Jackson...

“Cubi cing tén t& cling sang lén 1di ndy!” Alice reo 1én. Di nhién t6i khong thém nhin ¢6 ta, nhung ¢6 thé nhin ra ¢6 ta dang mim cuoi tuyét vong qua
giong n6i. “Cau biet do, t& luén nghi cach duy nhat d¢ tén minh phat sang I doi tén thanh Loi thoat hiém!” 6 ta ndi, nhung t6i khong cudi, chi gd nhe vai
mé Morse 1én chudng; cham cham cham, vach vach vach...

“La nhi? Lai thdy ching ta & ddy! Sau ngan 4y thoi gian...!”

Nhung t6i van khong tra o1, ¢6 ta bén véi tay qua ndm Ky tay toi va kéo n6 ra khoi cai chudng,

“Brian, kim on n6i chuyén vdi t6 di,” Alice n6i, in ny thi khong mim cudi, rdi thi thim noi, “Nghe nay, t6 xin 10 chuyén dém qua, va xin 16i néu cu cam
thay tc'r’dﬁ Itra d6i céu, nhung t¢ chura bao gio hira hen diéu gi ca Br@an a. T(j 1udn luon thanh thyre véi cau, luon udn rat, rat rd rang ve viée td cam thay
nhu thé nao. Brian, n6i chuyén véi td di, Jam on di ma? Té khong theé chiu n6i khi cdu khdng néi gi véi t6...”

Toi xoay ngudi qua, doi mét ¢d trong budn b, xinh dep va moi mét. “T rat tjéc. Alice, nhung t6 nghi t khong laim dwoc.” Co gt dau, to vé hiéu, va roi
trude khi chiing t6i kip néi gi khac thi Julian hang giong va budi dien tip bat dau.

“Lan chia & cudi cling gitta cac nha tho Co ddc gido mién Ddng va mién Tay, d6i khi dugc biét dén 1 sw ran nirt Dong - Tay, xay ra vao nimnao?”’
T6i nghil minh biét cau nay, nén bim chudng,

“15177°

“Khong, t0i rét tiéc, chéc cau dang nghi v& Phong trio céi cach ton gido. Toi e 1a doi cau da bi trir ndm diém.”

“1054? Norton tra o1, c4i gi c6 méi toc mém mai, hoc Ngdn ngit, Van hoc va Lich st Hy Lap-La M3 ¢6 dai.

“Ding,” Julian néi, Norton mim curdi va it méi toc dep ra sau dé mimg chién thing, “Vay Norton, muoi diém, va doi cau c6 co hoi tra 1 ba cau hoi
diém thirdng vé cac vithan La Ma...”

Va4, tr6 tréu thay, thit ra t6i biét tat ca cau tra Ioi.
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Khi két thic budi dién tap kéo dai murdi im phit, chi cho vui, chi dé thur gidin, nhé réng ddy chi | mdt tro choi, ching toi thua 115 - 15. Dimg ¢ tim
phong phia sau canh ga, Patrick gian dén ndi khong n6i nén 16i. Anh ta ctr di thanh vong tron nhd, nam tay siét chit roi lai mo ra, va kéu the thé. That sy
a the thé.

“Ho gioi nhi!”” Alice noi.



“Ho ciing duoc,” Lucy tra 101, “chi an may thoi. Nén coi trimg Partridge...”
... 101 cho doi dip nay ba nim rdi, ba ndm...” Patrick im bam, di dng vong trong c4i vong tron nhé ctia minh.
... ching ta chi hoi cang thing thdi,” Lucy n6i, “ching ta chi cdn phén chén Ién mot chit! Bat dau vui vé, thur giin nao!”

Thinh finh t0i cAn udng i d6. Toi tur hdi lidu ¢6 quay bar nao trong tda nha ndy khong nhi? “C6 & tit ca ching ta nén di t6i quén bar, udng mot hai cc
bia cho thur gian mdt chit nhi?”” t6i d& nghi.

Patrick ngimg di lai. “Céi gi?” anh ta rit lén.
“Anh khong nghi d6 14 y kién hay 42
“Brian, cau da tra 101 tim cau hoi khoi dong trong budi dién tap va sai sau cu. Bj trir ba muoi diém...”

“Khong diing...” t6i khang khang, “Ding khong nhi?” rdi nhin sang Lucy dé kiém sur dong tinh, nhung ¢ chi nhin chim chim xubng gidy. Patrick quay
sang cO.

“Lucia, dimn, parli Italiano?13] 101, bbi 1, Lucy tra 164, “Si, un pochino.”4]
[3] Lucy, ndi toi biét, em c6 néi duoc tiéng Y khong?

[4] C6, mot chit.

R&i quay sang Alice hoi, “E tu Alice, dimmi, parli anche tu I'italiano?"T5]
[5] Nay, Alice, ndi toi biét, em c6 ndi duoc tiéng Y nhiéu khong?

“Si, parlo I'italiano, ma solo come una turista...” 6] Alice tho dai.

[6] C6, ndi duoc tiéng Y, nhung chi nhu khéch du lich thoi.

“Anh 4y hoi ching t6 ¢6 biét néi tiéng Y...” Lucy thi thAm.

“Té biét anh ta dang hoi g, Lucy a!” toi gt gong,

“Thé cau n6i dugc tiéng Y 42" Patrick hoi.

“Khong! Khéng, khong biét...”

“Nhung Lucy bidt, Alice bit, toi biét, chi’cc‘)n cau, Brian Jackson, cau, ké duy nhit khong biét ﬁéng Y trong d6i, vay ai c6 du kha ning d8 trd 161 mdt
cau hoi khoi dong vé thudt ngir amnhac Y day?...”

“Chang ai chiu bam chuéng, nén t6i moi nghi minh nén thir mdt phen...”

“y3 d6 chinh 1 vAn dé cta cdu, phai khong, Brian? bbi voi cau, chi la thir, thir, thir, hoan toan doan mo, JAn ndo ciing sai, nhung ctr doan mo, hét 1An
nay dén lan khac, chi d¢ sai, sai, sai, sai, sai, sai, sai va thua cudc, 101 kéo tat ca ddi xuong véi cau.” Khuon mét anh ta gio da hoi do, cung mau véi cai
40 len ngan tay dong phuc dai hoc, ma lai dang dimg cach t6i ¢ vai xang ti mét...

“Nio, coi ndo moi nguoi, 6 chi i dién tap théi mi,” Lucy ndi, ¢b ging dimg chen vao giira hai ching t6i trong khi Alice dmg ki ra xa hon, hai tay che
mat, nhin ti hi qua nhiing ngon tay.

... t01 thdm chi con khong biét tai sao ban dAu lai cho ciu vao doi nita! Hoa ra cau chi thz“mg say Xin va néng niic mii ruoy, cdu cu xir nhu thé biét
tudt trong khi thurc ra thi ching biét cai quai gi. DI véi ca doi cau chili cuc ng...” ban tay anh ta dit trén nguc t0i, cie ngon tay xoe ra va toi co thé cam
thiy nuréc miéng anh ta bn én mA minh... “c6 18 ching ta s& dat diém cao hon véi mdt gii du duong x6 cho ndo d6, tham chi véi cau ban than Spencer
troi d4nh ngu ngde ctia cau, cac cau déu vo gido duc nhur nhau ca. Ngudi ta ndi ding, ta ¢6 thé dwa mot thing con trai rdi khoi Essex, nhung ta khong
.

Vi i cho ring anh ta s& tiép tuc 161, vi miéng anh ta Vvan tiép tuc ctr dong, nhung that sy toi cha nghe théyanhtanoiglwtét ca nhitng gi t6i biét 1 ban
tay anh ta dang kéo manh ve 4o chiéc 40 khodc ké nhung ndu ctia bd t6i, kéo 16 t6i di léch x¢ch. D6 chinh la khi toi quyet dinh, khi c6 gi d6 dap vao dau
01 - ngoai trir d6 khong that sy 1 dap, chi | cang ra - va c6 I8 vi nhéic t6i Spencer, hodc dau vét con lai cia chau ruou toi qua, nhung d6 la khi t61 quyét
dinh hic dau vao Patrick Watts. Toi kh€& nhay Ién khong trung, nhin sao cting khong giéng cta bét tung ngudi clia cau thi bong ro cho lim, chi a nhin én
trén trc ban chan, va ¢b dua dau xudng thip nhit c6 thé dé dung vao gitra khubn mét do gay dang la hét d6. Va t6i xau hd ndi rang minh c6 camgac vui
swéng va thoa méin dit thoang qua nhung ménh liét, s tra thi ngot ngio trude khi con dau nhur btia bd xam chiém niio va moi thir dot nhién t5i sim lai.

Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chuong i, Pung Doi dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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CAU HOTI: Trong tac phim Ban tinh ca ctia J. Alfred Prufiock ciia T. S. Eliot, chidu ta “trai rong trén bau troi...?”
TRA LOT: “.. tira mdt bénh nhén bj gdy mé trén ban.”

sksksk

“La mdt ngudi duoc sinh ra va I6n 1én ¢ Glasgow, t& nghi khong ¢ gi sai khi noi ring ching ta dang duoc chimg kién cach hiéu sai mudn thu ve nguyén
thc co ban ctia don hiic dAu,” Rebecca Epstein noi. “Muc dich chit yeu cua viée cung dAu 1 ding nhidu hye nhit c6 thé dem phin clng 0 tran tlep xuc
v6i phAm mém & miii ctia di thi. Coi cdu da 1am gi kia, Brian, dem phan mém & miii dung vao phin ctmg & tran anh ta. Két qua 1 d6 mau va bat tinh.”

Toi md mit va théy minh dang néim ngira trén hai ci ban duge kéo lai. Lucy Chang dang dimg bén canh, chéi phin toc méi loa x0a trude mit toi ra sau,
dua Ién ba ngdn tay va hoi, “Té dang gio 1én miy ngén tay day?”

“Néu t6 tra 10i sai, ching ta c6 mat nim diém khong?”

C6 mim cudi. “Lan ndy thi khong, khong bi.”

“Thé thi cau tra 10i 1a ba.”

“Con thi d6 cua Venezuela la...?”

“Caracas?”

“Gioi lim, ong Jackson,” Lucy noi. “Té nghi ciu sap khoe roi ddy.”

Ching t6i dang ¢ trén hai tang s0 Vi trudng quay; nhin ra phia sau lung cua truong quay truyén hinh trong phong san xuat Thach thirc ai hoc; sach
thamkhéo aé virong vai khép noi, anh ctia nhitng nguoi thing cude 1an trurde duge treo trén trong, Toi quay dau sang mdt bén va thay Rebecca, dang
ngql trén ban dbi dién, trong 6 that xinh dep - khong phai xinh dep, vi tir “xinh dep” ¢6 tinh phan dong va néu 16 gi6i tinh qué, ma 1 hép dan - trong
chiéc vay dai den, vai tron, 6m sat nguoi bén dudi cai 4o khoac denim den, dung dura doi chan mang giay Doc Martens.

“Cau dén rdi dy a?”

“O, dén roi. Khong dugc b6 16 vu nay vi bt ky diéu gi ma. T6 Ién chiée xe buyt nho ctng voi dam Bao thi tre dong loat mang khin quang ctia truong
va nhiing con gau bong nhan nhé cta bon ho, 161 con hin ba bang 6 tram xang, néu cau biét tinh thi d6 hoan toan 1 c4i gié cit cd, 1di t6 nghi, Chua oi,
con lam cai quai gi & d6? Déy ding la dia nguc! Va 10i bon t& dén va dwoc dan di tham quan mdt vong trude chirong trinh, lic queo v goc thi vira kip
lic thiy cau nam dai trén san bét tinh trong viing mAu ctia minh, va t& nghi, 4, cdu day rdi, néu chuyén d6 khong dang ba bang thi t& ching biét cai nao

mdi dang nita.”

T6i nhin xuong, théy minh chi neic mdi cai quan dai va 4o gi 16, cling 1 40 gi 6 da mic trong ba muroi sau tleng ddng hd qua, Am chAm nhitng giot méu
chay xung phia trudc, va ¢6 hurong ruou gin trén 4o. Thue ra, nd con hon ca hwong. PO 1 mii. Toi dang bbe i

“Chuyén gi xay ra voi quin 40 ciia t& r6i?”

“Bon t& da cudng buc ciu, Lucy va td, trong khi cau bét tinh éy. Cau khong phién ché?”?

Lucy do mit. “Alice dang git 40 so'mi clia cau trong nha vé sinh nira, ¢ ging sy kho dudi méy sdy tay...”

“Cai 4o khoac c6 sao khong?”

“Cai 4o khoac khong sao...”

“... chi ] n6 14 40 khodc ciia b4 16...”

“N6 khong sao ca, that do...”

Toi can than ngdi ddy, ngdi sang mdt bén trén ban, va hinh dung thiy no minh cling dang di chuyén, dang dap vao hai bén so. Lucy gio ci grong trong

b trang diém én, va toi hit mdt hoi sau nhin vao gwong. Toi cho 1 n6 phai 01 t& hon thé chir, mii duong nhu khong sung nhidu va ciing ching méo mo
hon binh thurong, dit c6 mdt duong vién gidng sap méu den trong nhur bt chi méu d6 xung quanh 16 mik.



“Patrick sao r6i?” t0i hoi Lucy.

“Khong bi trdy xude g, ¢d dap.

“Tiéc nhi,” t6i noi.

“Nay, du rdi do,” ¢6 n6i, nhung mim cudi bi dn. Rdi nghiém niit. “Nhung c6 mdt van dé.”
“Sao?”

“A... t6 khong nghii ho s& cho céu tham gia chirong trinh.”

“Céi gi? Cau dang dua diy a!”

“T6 e 1a khong dua dau.”

“Nhung tai sao lai khong?”’

“A, cAu d hanh hung d6i trudng bon minh ma.”

“Té khong hanh hung anh ta! Té chi hiic anh ta c6 mdt cai! Ma anh ta cong kich t6 trurde co ma, cau thiy rdi dy, anh ta niim 4o khoac kéo xdc t6 Ién!
Ma du sao thi t& mdi a ngurdi bi thwong! Lam sao ¢d thé hanh hung anh ta néu t& 14 nguroi bi throng chir ha?...”

“Caido Ia treong hop tu v¢, ong tudng a,” Rebecca noi.

“T6 biét, Brian, nhung dui sao thi Patrick khong vui vé gi. Anh 4y c6 mdt ngudi ban hoe khoa Kinh té, sin sang thé chd ciia cau vao phit cubi...”

“Cau dia ddya...”

“Brian, cdu that sy khong thé dd 18i cho anh ta duogc. Cau trd thanh mot con sau ruou, tré 10 sai mdt déng cau hoi, rdi cd géng Jam v& mili anh ta...”
“Nhung me t6 s& ¢6 mit & ddy va con nhiéu chuyén khéc nira!”

“Brian, d6 chi a mdt cudc thi ngd ngé.n thdi ma,” Rebecca néi, van du dura hai chan.

“Nhung ba di ca chiing duong dai tir Southend t6i!...” va t6i ¢6 thé nghe tiéng minh da hoi khén duc di, that | théim hai d6i v6i mdt thang dan ong muoi
chin tubi, t61 bict, nhung t6i thit sy mong mudn c6 mit trong chuong trinh. Toi chot nhin thay canh tuong minh dang c6 giai thich voi me vi sao 16t cude
t6i lai khong c6 mat & d6. C6 cam giac nhur bi truong tra vé nha som vay, thit xau ho, nhuc nhd dén néi moi nghil dén thoi t6i da khdng thé chiu duge roi
“Julian n6i sao?”

“Julian n6i i con tlty Patrick. Anh ta dang ¢ cling voi Patrick dé thao luan chuyén nay...”

“Thé cau nghi sa0?”’

Lucy cau miy mot chéc, 10i ndi: “Té nghi 2} néu c4 hai ngudi hira choi dep, ngimg cu xir nhu nhitng dira tré 1én ba, ddng y hop tic voi nhau nhur mot
d0i, va can than khi bam chuong thi ding roi, cau s€ c6 miit trong churong trinh...”

“Thé thi, Lucy oi, cau c6 thé ndi diéu d6 voi anh ta dugce chir? Lam on di?”

C6 tho dai, xem ddng hd, nhin ra cira 16i ndi, “Pé t& thir xemsao,” r(‘A)i»di ra cua, dé i va Rebecca ¢ lai phong san Xuat chuong trinh, ngdi trén hai céi
ban doi dién nhau, cach nhau khoang nam meét, ca hai déu dang vung vay chan va ¢6 gang phot I cai hinh nhur duoc goi I “bau khong khi gitta ching
ta”. Khi sy im Eing bat dau tr¢ nén khé chiu, Rebecca bén gat dau roi chi ra phia cira.

“Co 4y dé thurong ha.”

“Aico?”

“Lucy dy.”

“Phai. Phai, c0 4y d& thurong, d& thuong thit.”

“Vay sao cau khong hen ho voi co dy di?”” Rebecca hoi.

“.g”

... t6 chi nghii 6 Ay c6 vé dé throng, thé thoi...”



.. Vité khong muén!...

.. hay khong du sexy chang?...

.. bi i, & noi cho ma nghe, cau chéng hép dan tindo, anhbana...

.. Vi chéic c6 4y khong thich t& daul...

.. Rebeccal...

. vovanl...

. lamgicol...

.. tai sao cdy khong hen c6 Ay xem?...

. hencaig?...

ER)

.. nhung cdu cha vira bao c6 4y dé thwong con gi...”
... thiéu @i nguroi d& thuong..”
... nhung khong d xinh dep dbi vi cau, ding chi?...”

... 1o 16i thé bao gio vay?...”

2

.. Rebecc...”

.. phai, t& biét...”

.. ngdi & d6 voi cdi o0 gi I dinh méu ciia cau...”

... phéi rdi...”

... t6 phai néi thém 14 cha c6 céi gi qua trong lanh, thim chi tir chd nay...”
.. cam on nhiéu, Rebecca...”

... thé thi tai sao lai khong?...”

tE)

.. Bmsao cau biét? Néu chura timg hoi? Cau khong thiy cach c6 4y nhin cau khi cau bét tinh dau...”
VO VAN

... chai toc che it cau sang mot bén va nhidu chuyén khéc thi that sy | goi tinh ddy...”

kR

... sur that ddy! Néu té khong c6 mét & day chic co dy da coi quan ciu ra rdi, ma ciu ciing cha biét gi...”

2

.. the tai sao cau lai do mat?...”

2

LR}

.. henho...”

.. boi vi to khong...”

.. imsao?...”

.. to khong...”

.. cundidi..”

. yéu... ¢b ay...”

... giéng nhur khong yéu t6 chir gi?”
.. sa0 co?”

.. nghe 16i con hoi...”



“.. Rebecca, ching ta c6 thé?...”

. g

... N1 chuyén nay sau khong?”

... tai sao khong phai bay gio?”

“Bai vil” rdi toi hit mot hoi sau, An dau tién tir nily dén gior. “Boi vi té con phai suy nghii vé nhitng chuyén khéc, duoc chir?”

“Théi duoc,” ¢b noi. “Dong ¥, phan ddi co hiéu huc,” 1di ¢d trurot xudng cai ban cao, kéo manh cai dam dai, nhur thé ¢6 hoan toan khong ndm bt dugc
nd, bang qua van phong tdi ngodi Ién ban bén canh toi.

“Cau dang mic 4o thiy tu ha?” t6i hoi.

“Ao thiy tu cai dau cau. Pay 1 mot chiéc dam Pau sao r6i?”

“A, céu biét d6. Hoi dau.”

C6 dura tay vao tti 40 khodc va it ra mot chai whisky con mot phan tur.
“Mudn udng thube khong?”

“Tét nhét I thoi.”

“Coinao, di ddc tri doc nhé?”

‘D6 1a mdt loai doc khac. Rurou gin.”

“Oi cha, thir d6 thi nhim nhod gi. Cau biét gin 1 thude giam dau, phai khong?”
“T6 nghi d6 1 Iy do t6 da ubng nrou gin.”

“Hirm, tur thurong thén va twr céim ghét ban than - mdt sur két hop hoan héo. Ché trach phu nit thy cu hip dan khong cudng lai duge. Cau hoi giong
Travis Bickle[1].” C6 hép mdt ngum, 1di lai dua cai chai cho t6i. “Tin t& di, ruou Scotch chic chan I liéu thuoe tot day.”

[1] Nhan vat trong phim Tai xé Taxi nam 1976.

“Ho s& ngiri thdy n6 trong hoi tho t0’ ” 161 n6i, nhung ¢ lai tho tay sau vao tli khdc, va rit ra mt hop keo bac ha huong cyc manh. “Thé thi, ch0’1 luén,”
t61 noi. CO dua chal sang va t01 ubng mot ngum Iém, rdi quing mot vién keo bac ha vao miéng, dé cac mii vi tron [An vao nhau, ching t6i dira it nhin
nhau mim cuoi, rdi ngdi do, gidng nhur nhitng dura nhoc, chan du dua ra khoi canh ban.

“Di nhién, cau biét Alice dang hen ho ngudi khac chir?” t6i noi.

“«y7

“Céi g tén Neil, dong vai Richard D& Tam hoc ky trude, thuong khap kha khap khiéng & quan rrou sinh vién ddy...”

“Tén khdn chong nang...”

“Chinh hin. Vay & cau biét.”

“A, thiy héin ta gb ngudi i nhanh qua khoi phong ¢b nang doi in 1 t6 ciing da nghi nghi rdi...”

“Hay hén bi gi?”” C6 nhin t6i do hoi, “Cau biét do, nhur g, gidng Richard Pé Tam...? Ma sao lic d6 cau khong ndi t6 biét?”

“D6 that sw c6 phai B chuyén cta t& dau? Ddi sng tinh cam ctia cau dy.”

“U. Chéc 1 khong ” rdi t6i phai thi nhan ring, bt chip tit ca nhiing chuyén da xay ra, Alice, ¢ danh vao dau va moi chuyén, t6i van nghi dén chuyén
hon ¢b ta, Ky urdi b vién keo bac ha vao goc trong miéng, rdi nghiéng nguoi sang va hon ngay lp tire, dé xem chuyén gi s& xay ra.

Nhung thoi khiic d6 troi qua va thay vao do toi nhin dong ho.
“Ho chéc ciing ndi chuyén xong roi.”
(13 Ai?”

“Hoi dong xét xir.”



“Mudn t6 di xem thé ndo khong?”

“Phai do, thit tuyét,” rdi c6 ddy ngudi ra khoi mét ban, dira cira. “Nh6 n6i tt cho t& ddy nhé,” toi noi.

“Dé t6 coi c6 nghi ra dugc didu gi tot khong da,” cd dap, chinh lai vay rdi di, dé t6i lai mdt minh.

Toi lu6n thiy hoi bon chon khi khong co gi dé doc, dic bict khi chi méc mdi 40 gi 16 ma ngdi ddy, nhung may thay vin phong nay day nhitng sach - phan
16n 1 sach tham khao, nhung van 1 sach - t6i bén nhit cubn Tir dién trich din Oxford, ma ho da sir dung nhu mot cai gbi, va chinh lic d6 t6i da nhin
thiy 16.

Trén ban.

Mt bia kep hd so méu xanh duong,

Trén bia c6 mdt vai to gidy A4 duge photo . C4 tén ctia nghién ctru sinh Julian Viét tay trén cling, nén toi cho ring déy chi a nhitng ghi chép clia anh ta
vé viée san xuét churong trinh. Anh ta chic da camnd theo khi ho mang t6i dén day, va don gian la dé quén trén ban. Tap gidy A4 khong c6 gi dic bigt
thi vi - chi ¢6 tén cua cac thanh vién nhom, so dd chd ngdi, danh sach tén ctia cac tiéu ban, roi nhig thir linh tinh khéc. Nhung mit trude nd | mdt cai
phong bi, mt phong bi bing gidy manila day tao cam gidc 1a bén trong chira hai xp thé bai. Téi mo kim kep phong bi trén bia.

Phong bi khong duroc dan kin. Hodc ciing ¢6 thé n6 duoc dan, nhung rét hoi hot, chi cé khoang mot xang ti mét hd dé imné dong lai. Tat ca nhing gi
to1 can lam 14 dua ngdn tay cai truot doc theo...

T6i ném phong bi xudng ban, nhur thé né wira tr& nén nong phong tay.

Ri t6i ddy nhe, Ay dAu ngon tay ddy né ra xa qua bén kia ban.

R&i t6i lai dy nhe, theo cai cach ban ddy con g d6 dé xemno chét chura.

R&i 61 ndm By mot goc, kéo n6 lai vé phia minh.

R&i t61 Ay hai tay cAmné 1én, dé n trong long, ngdi nhin.

R6i t6i lai dé nd xubng ban, day cang xa cang tot khoi tim tay minh.

Va 16 t61 nghi “Oi v6 van thit” rdi viron tay cam Ky va mo ra.

Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chuong i, Pumng Doi dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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CAU HOI: James Hogg, Saint Augustine, Jean-Jacques Rousseau va Thoma de Quincey déu viét thé loai vin chirong gi?
TRA LOI: Ho déu viét “Loi thi to7”

sk

Hbi thi léy cac chimg chi O- level, ngay trude bai thi tric nghiém Hoa, t6i b viém da day nhe. Diisao thi d6 ciing 14 cai tén ma t0i goi cén bénh, vind ka
bénh truyén nhiém va i bi sot - 4, khong han I s6t, chi 1a nhiét d6 hoi cao mot ti - t6i dugc phép kim bai kiém tra khong bi coi thi trong mot vin phong
nho xiu ke phong gido vién, vi toi [a mdt hoc tro ngoan; tuyét doi va hoan toan dang tin cay.

Va t6i da gian lan.

Ban hiéu d6, khong phai theo cach tréing tron. Téi chi kiém tra xem dé chéc Ia khong c6 ai di dén, iy phan huréng dan 6n tip ra va nhanh chong tra bang
tuan hoan cac nguyén to hoa hoc dé kiém tra hda tri cia ka li va ma gi€ va cac chat khac, roi nhét n6 trd lai, chi cé the.

Nigoai ra, ngau nhién thoi, khi choi trd sip chit dudi anh nén voi Alice & Suffolk - ngay dip Gidng sinh, t6i da Jy ra mot chit “E” va “S” rdi kén it hoan ddi
chiing véi chit “Z” va “X”, do d6 chit “Amazed” va “Foxed” roi vao 6 duoc diémnhan gip 3.

Va d6 chinh 13 thoi gian an. Toi khong Ay gi m tir ho trong trurong hop ndo & trén, nhung trir ndi hd then ra diéu ma Sartre goi l “khong dang tin
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cy”, dicu t¢ hai nhat chinh |z cam gidc dan vt rang vie gian lan du c6 can thiét. D sao thi toi cling thing roi, ma tat ca nhiing gi viéc gian lin dem dén
chi 14 Iam hong di cai cam giac chién thang d6. Nhu me, va nhu Sartre ¢6 [ s€ ndi, “Ban chi tu danh Itra chinh minh ma thoi”

Nhung day khong phai ky thi Hoa O-level hay tro sép chir, lin ndy quan trong hon nhiéu. Pay 1a Thach thirc, va c6 it nhit tam Iy do chinh dang la nhitng
cai c6 hoan hao dé toi gian lan. 1) Péu tién 1 cude thi duge chleu trén truyén hinh. Tt ca nhitng nguoi t6i quen s& xem chuong trinh, bao gdm Spencer,
Tone, Janet Parks, cac thiy co gido ct, Gido sur Morrison, 1di tén khén Neil Maclntyre, va tiép theo dinhién c6, 2) khén gia trrdng quay; me va Des,
ong b6 duong turong lai ciia 61, rdi Rebecca, Chris ¢4 hippe, va Erin. R&i con ¢b, 3) ddng doi 01, Patrick va Lucy, déc biét la Lucy, ngwoi ma i da lam
thit vong, va 1 ngudi vo cmgxungdanggmhchlenthangva 4) di nhién i Alice, ngudi nghi ring t6i B mdt thing ngu, mdt thing bom rrou, mot ' ganh
ning, mot thing hé, ciing 1 ngurdi i t6i nghi minh ¢6 18 van con yéu, va ngoai ra, 5) tham chi ti c6 thé khong ¢ miat trong doi, nén du sao thi miy
chuyén dAu tranh tu tuong dao dure nay co thé chi i Iy thuyét sudng thoi, va 6) theo mot cach nao do, tinh canh nay tham chi cting cha phai 16i ctia o,
d¢ 12 161 cua Julian, vi d@ dé cam do ngay trudc mat 61, va 7) trong tinh canh nay bat ky ai cling s€ lam di€u twong tu, bat ky ai, va hon nita 8) t6i chi [a
mdt con nguoi.

D6 chinh i 1y do i quyét dinh phai im gi, Vé Iy ma ndi thi B gian n, nhung trong do 61 ciing dua ra mdt yéu t6 vé co may 13 rang; t6i cho phép minh
nhin vao mot thé, va chi mdt thé thoi, chi co bay nhiéw, 61 xin thé. Nhung t6i phai nhanh. T6i chay tdi clra, md nd ra he hé, nhin hai phia, khong thay ai,
chay lai ban, lay may tam thé ra khoi phong bi.

Ching duge chia thanh hai chong bude day thun, mot 1 céc cAu hoi chinh, chong kia B cau hoi thuéng, Toi tach chong cau héi chinh khoéng hai phin
ba, can tlﬁn‘dat hai chong bi tach tip mét xuong ban dé c6 the dat moi thir chinh xac vé diing vi tri, nham nghién mt lai va lay mot thé & trén cling ctia
chong thé, camné dua cach xa d6i mit dang nham chat khoang mot mét.

T6i ¢6 thé cam thdy mau minh dang don 1én mi mét.

T6i md mit va thy, duoc danh may ngay ngin...

CAU HOI: Nhan vat Phillip Pirrip trong tiéu thuyét ctia Dickens.

... t0i cam thly hoi d6 mit vi kho chiu vi toi biét cAu trd 104, d& ot, B Pip trong Gia tai vi dai. PAu tranh voi kiéu tién thodi ludng nan v& dao dirc kiéu nay
thi ¢6 nghia ly quai gi khi ma t6i thira bict cau tra 161? ROi méc du da the thot nghiém tic trude Chia, hay bat ky ai do, 1 chi xem mot thé va chi mbt mi
thoi, t6i cam lay mot thé khac, cai tiép theo trong chong, va lat mit no lai.

Gid cai ndy tot hon rdi ddy...

CAU HOI: Bang California duoc bao quanh béi ba bang Hop ching quic Hoa Ky va mit bang ciia Mexico, d6 1a nhitng bang nao?

TRA LOT: Oregon, Nevada, Arizona va bang thudc Mexico i Baja (“Ha™) California.

Oregon, Nevada, Arizona, Baja California. Hoan hao - vira dikho dé gy 4n twong, nhung khong qua kho dé khién t6i tro nén dot xuat dang ngd.
Oregon, Nevada, Arizona, Baja California. Nhung phat 4m thé nao, Baja hay Baya nhi? Khong sao, minh s& tily co ing bicn khi tra 161, t6i tap néi lon,
cu xu that ty nhién; “Oregon, 0, Nevada, rm, Arizona? Va Baja...” (kh&€ mim cudi, vi tiéng Tay Ban Nha ctia t6i hoi bi t6i)... “hay Ia Baya California
chang?”

Nhung néu Lucy cting biét cau tra 10i thi sao? Toi ¢4 1 co Ay biét. Cling ching sao, mién mdt ngudi trong doi tra 1i trrde doi kia I dwoc. Trén thuc &,
Lucy tra loi thi s& tot hon, vi khi d6 lwong tam cua t6i s& khong phai can rirt. Oregon, Nevada, Arizona va Baja California. Bay gio' thi nhanh tay lén nao,
dat ching lai ding vi tri trong chong thé, vd vd xubng niit ban cho ngay ngan, chang day thun lai, chdng thir nhaL chong thir hai, dé hai x4p trong phong

bi va liém miéng bao, nhung dimg qué nhiéu, chi & mot bén mép chd da Ay tay mo, kep né lai vio bia kep hd so, dé cai bia lai chinh xéc noi d phat hién
ra, tap lai, ndito. “Oregon, 0, Nevada, trm, Arizona va ca Baja California phai khong nhi?...”

Toi di ti bén cira s6, nhin xudng cic ndc nha va dng khoi ctia Manchester, nghi dén nhing gi phai lam lic nay.

Déu tién phai xin 16i Patrick, chin thanh, nhin nhuong nhung khong hen ha, thira nhén ca hai da di qué xa, nhung van phéi duy tri “Kiéu hainh va Pham
”. Vi Alice, phai lam cai gi do dé dan hoa, chi cho ¢6 ning thiy rang, ding, t6i rat dau khd, nhung ¢6 nang dang pham mot 16i lamkhung khiép voi

g Neﬂ, d6 1a ton thit ctia ¢6 nang. Va rdi t6i chi can chimg to voi c6 nang diéu ma ¢6 nang da bo 1; dAy phong cach, vi tha, khiém ton va vai Alice &

bén, t6i s& chién thing trong cudc thi ndy. Oregon, Nevada, Arizona va Baja California. ..

C6 tiéng gb cira, 10i Patrick budc vao c6 vé amdam, nhung bi Alice va Lucy thiic bén suwon, ca hai déu dang c6 che diu nu cuoi.

“Patrick.”

‘6Brian9’

“Xin 161 vé chuyén lic trude.”

“Loi xin 161 dugce chip nhan.” Ri anh ta héng giong, Lucy khuyén khich bang cach thic nhe vao bén sudn anh ta. “A, trm, coi ndo, t4i vira ndi chuyén

voi Lucy va Alice tai day, va ca bon quyet dinh c6 I la ching ta d6u di qua xa, hoi kich dong thai qua, trrde dnh den trrdng quay va moi thir, ma... da

sao thi bon t6i thdy déu quyét dinh van thich gitt céu trong d6i hinh hon.”

“Cam on anh, Patrick,” t6i n6i, kh& gat du cti chdo trinh trong,



“Camon cau, Brian,” anh ta cti nguoi dap lai.

Con Lucy thi dang nhay méit véi t6i va cudi, kin d4o gio ngon cai én & dudi eo, trong khi Alice dang cam chiéc 4o so' mi sach s& m6i duogc G phing phiu
cua t6i va 4o khoac ké nhung niu ctia bo toi.

“Hay lim,” t6i néi. “Ching ta di d dit tui kia thoi!”

42

CAU HOI: Trong tiéu thuyét Howards End ctia E. M. Forster, Leonard Bast da gip phai s phan den diii nhu thé nao?
TRA LOT: Mot cai ké sach db ap xubng du gi, va tim gi ngimg dap.

skksk

Nhung trude khi di da méy cai mong kia, chiing t6i di udng tra va an vai cai banh quy nhat, roi toi di t6i phong vé sinh nam rira nach béng xa phong nude
va bit dau thay kha khim hon mot ti. Sau d6 ching toi di t6i cac phong phuc trang khac nhau dé duoc trang diém so. Khi da ban xau nhu da t6i, viéc
ndy c6 kha nang la mit trai nghiémkha b& bang, nhung mot c6 gii tt bung tén Janet da trang diém cho t6i, va, day that su |2 mdt ca han ché duogc
hai; mot it kem che Kkhuyét diém va phén vira du dé nhing giot m6 hoi déu tir tuyén ba nhon ctia toi 1 khong anh Ién dudi anh den truong quay. Ba ching
61 khong mét nhidu thoi gian; Patrick nic ci 40 len ngéin tay dong phuc dai hoc da ti, toc anh ta nim ép sat an toan bén dudi I6p keo xit toc bao vé
trong subt va chiic chén, con Lucy thay mdt cai 40 so mi cai it rit sach s&, gon gang, ¢ danh chit son va ¢t toc ra sau bang cai kep toc hinh buém
Chiing t6i dimg voi nhau ¢ hanh lang, ndi chuyén vui vé, dot nhién t6i thiy ¢6 trong that d& thong, va dang cd nghii ra cach khen ngoi ma khong 1am ¢o
son gai 6c thi Alice bude ra tir phong phuc trang,

C06 nang méc mf)t caido yéy dai den b6 ’chén, dai, ¢6 cao, va thot dan & m?‘:tt c4 chén, kiéu hang dét kim vai hwdi, di gidy cao got den ¢ quai, mic d}‘l
thye ra doi chan ay s& chang bao gio xuat hién trirde ban. Co nang trong giong hét mdt minh tinh mén bac, ryc 13, chéi sang, va dot nhién t6i lai muon
phat bénh.

“Céc cau nghi thé nay 6 hoi qua khong?” 6 hoi.

“Khong hé. Alice, cau trong that tuyét voi,” Lucy dap. Julian dén dé dan ching t6i di, anh ta chop ldy céi bia kep hd so dang hd then, va hoi ngac nhién
khi thiy Alice. “Pugc 1di, quy ¢d ciu, da sin sang chura?” rdi ching 6i theo chén anh ta xudng hanh lang din dén truong quay. Toi dimg phia sau Alice
dé co thé ngim dang di ciia ¢6 nang,

Ching t6i dén trudng quay thi thiy d6i kia dang 6n dinh chd ngdi, co thé nghe thiy tiéng vo tay va la 6 ¢ vii tir ¢b dong vién doi ban khi dang dimg trén
canh ga. R&i Julian gt d4u ra hiéu, d6 chinh 1 thoi diém ching ti tién vao d4u trudng. Toi theo sau Alice khi ca doi t1en vao trudng quay, va nghe mot
tiéng h1t ha tir khan gia, nhan vién truong quay 16i nhitng ngudi quay phim ding tay lai nhin, thi thim vao tai nghe, mot tiéng hirm than phuc déng sau
trang vo tay va tiéng ho reo hoan ho. C6 hoi kéo vay 1én mot chit khi luét di ra sau cai ban, m nhu dang luét qua mot cai xe limousine, va ai d6 trong
khén gia huyt sao, dimg trén quan diém binh déng gi6i thi toi that s khong tan thanh viéc nay, nhung nd da tao ra mdt trang cudi trong trudng quay.
Alice cudi va cam linh vat ciia doi, Gau Eddie, trurde mit, va y nhur me t6i van n6i - “xinh dep va thira biét diéu do...”

Chuing t6i 6n dinh chd ngdi, rdi mim curdi voi nhau khi sy phan khich Fing xubng,

“Hoa binh nhé?” c6 nang hoi.

“Hoa binh,” t6i n6i, 10i ca hai nhin xuéng khan gia. Rose va Micheal Harbinson c6 mit & d6, va Rose kha vay tay ddy tir hao.

“That t6t khi thiy ho c6 miic quin 4o!” ti n6i, Alice lién vd vao cb tay toi khién trach. Me t0i ngdi & hang ghé thir hai ngay sau Rebecca, khé vay miy
ngdn tay, va gio hai ngon tro 1én, toi lien vay lai.

“Me cdu ddy a?” Alice hoi.

‘:U. 2

“Ba trong thit dang mén. Minh mudn gip ba.”

“Chéc rdi ciu s& gip thoi. Mot ngay ndo do.”

“Ngudi dan 6ng c6 ria kiéu Tom Selleck kia 1 ai thé?”

“Chi Des ddy. Khong phai chii rudt, d6 chi 1 cach goi thoi. Thét ra, ong Ay sap lay me t6.”
“Me cdu dinh ti gid 47"

“O.”

“That tuyét voi! Cau chang chiu ké cho té nghe gi ca!”



“A, t¢ ciing dinh ké dém qua, nhung,..”
“Phai. A. Phai rdi, di nhién. Nghe nay, Brian, chuyén v6i Neil 4y ma, thit sur s& ching dau va dau...”
“Alice...”

“Chuyén d6 chi la choi boi thoi, n6 khong c6 nghia 1a cau va t6...” nhung ¢6 khong kip noi hét cdu, vi Bamber dang budc vao. Bamdong VO tay va reo
ho, con Alice nam tay t6i, siét that chat, tim t6i bat dau dap nhanh hon, va day chinh 14 thoi diém dé dat diém chuyén ndy.

sksksk
Va dinhién muroi tam pht sau thi doi toi thua.

Dui sao, ciing t6t. Chi 14 45 diém so véi 90, nhung Parttidge, cai gd dAu h6i c6 khudn miit miu qua dao, rd rang 1a ké di nhan siéu dot biénla thuong, it
héin d4 duoc tao ra & mdt phong thi nghiém bi mat ndo d6, vi c4u ta toan tudn ra nhitng cau tra 1i diing, ddi voi moi chit dé c6 thé nhan thirc duoc, hét
cau ndy t6i cau kia ... Gido hoang Pius XIII, Buong durt giy San Andreas, Herodotus, 2n-1 (2n-1) trong d6 nva 2n-1 d&u 14 nhitng nguyén t5, ka li ni
trat, ka li cré mat, ka li sun fat...” ma tht ca cac cAu tra 1oi d6 déu la mdt gi hoc Lich str Hién dai trong nhur moi sau tudi. Tham chi con khong cong bang
khi goi d6 1a kién thirc tong quat, d6 chi la kién thirc thoi, kién thirc duoc tap trung lai mdt cach thudn ty, va tdi chéc chin I, dau d6 sau gy ciia
Partridge c6 mot cai nit nho duoc giéu kin, néu ta bAm nit d6 thi khudn it ctia ciu ta s& vot ra dé 1o mot déng nhing 6ng hai cue va vimach xur Iy va
nhitng dén di 6t nhap nhay. Trong khi d6 doi truéng ciia ho, Norton, dén tir trudng Canterbury hoc Ngon ngit, Van hoc va Lich st Hy Lap - La Ma c6
dai, hau nhur chi can am mot viée 1 dira cAu tra 1o ding cho Bammber bang chit giong trim, ngin nga, d& thuong, rdi nga ngudi ra sau, viron vai diia gion
V6i méi toc béng murot, déng yéu ctia minh trong khi phéng nhitng tia nhin hen-giip-sau-nhé day an y véi Alice.

Patrick dang bt du hoang so. M6 hoi rin ra xung quanh cd 4o dai tay miu do tia, anh ta bit dAu trd nén hiéu thing rdi pham 16i, nhitng 16i im khing
khiép, ngon tay anh ta run run bam chuéng trong no luc tuyét vong dé vot vat diem so.

Reng reng.

“George Stephenson?” Patrick tra 101,

“Sai, rat tiéc, trir nam diém.”

“Brunel?” Partridge dap.

“Dling! Muoi diém...”

Reng reng.

“Quyén con ngudi ctia Thormas Paine?”” Patrick nai ni.

“Sai, rat tiéc, trir ndm diém...”

“Thoi dai Ly tinh ctia Paine,” Partridge tra 101

“Dling! Cong murdi diém...”

Va chuyén ctr nhu thé. Trong khi d6 Alice va t6i con té hon 1 vo dung. C6 tra o sai mdt ciu, ndi Ba Margot Fonteyn trong khi i Ba Alicia Markova,
con t61 hau nhu khong md miéng duroc lan nao, chi git dau nhur dién véi bat ky dieu gi Lucy n6i trong lic hdi y ca doi. Thit ra, néu khong vi cd Bac sy
Lucy Chang tai gioi thi ching toi that sur dén iy ndy da bi imdiém, vi ctr mdi 1an Patrick tra 10 sai, ¢6 4y lai c6 mot cau tra 10i ding, hoan toan king &,
khiém ton. “Nghién ctru vé ong?” - Dlng - “Toi nghi boi vay moi a t6i?” - Ding - “Linh muc Zadok ctia Handel?” - Bing - va ¢6 lic, t6i thay minh viron
nguoi qua Alice nhin Lucy, ¢6 dang vén mdi toc den, bong murot ra sau tai, khiém ton nhin xuong san nha khi dam dong vo tay khen ngoi, va t6i nhé lai
nhitng gi Rebecca da ndi; ¢o 1& t61 nén moi ¢d ay di choi chang? Sao t6i lai khong nghi vé chuyén d6 nhi? Co thé d6 chinh 1a cau tra 1oi. C6 the, ncu
chuyén véi Alice khong thanh...

Toi dang nghi céi gi thé nay? Ching toi hi¢n dang thua v6i ty s6 65 - 100, con théing Partridge quai dén thi dang tré i ba cau héi lién tiép vé hoc thuyét
todn hoc cta Bvariste Galois hay cdi gi d6 hoan toan cha hicu noi, con t6i chi dimg day licc nhin thin thit vao sau gdy con linh vt doi minh, ching t0i dang
thua, dar}g tl}ua, dang thua va t6i nhan ra Ia ngay ca voi Oregon, Nevada, Arizona va Baja Califomia duqc chuan b1 san trong dau, cach duy nhat ching
t61 ¢6 the thang 14 ai d6 trong khan gid, Rebecca Epstein chiang han, dua Partridge vao tam ngam ctia khau stng ban tia cuc dai

Va r6i mot diéu thi vi da xay ra; mot cau hoi ma toi biét cau tra 1i.

“Ngudi tinh ctia Porphyria, trong d6 vai chinh da treo ¢ nguoi yéu bang bim toc ctia ¢d gai, 1 bai tho thude thé tho trdng thuat ciia nha tho ndo doi
Victoria?”’

Va khong ai bim chudng, Khong ai ngoai trir 0i. Toi nhéin chudng, rdi c6 ging md mi¢ng, dudng nhu miéng ti da bi dan chat lai bi bot ho, toi co ging
phat ra tiéng noi.



“Robert Browning?”’

“Diing!”

C6 tiéng v tay, tiéng vb tay thue sur, do me t6i md dau, nhung c6 con hon khong, rdi ching toi 6 cau hoi diém thuréng...
"’

“... cau trac t€ bao thure vat!

Alice va t6i rén ri thanh tleng 10 ng01 sup xudng ghé, thdy minh that thira théi. Nhung khong sao, vi Bac si Lucy Chang dang ¢ ddy, va cai chuyén Bac s
Lucy Chang khong biét ciu tric t& bao thire vat that cha c6 nghiia Iy gi hét. C6 Ay giai quyét ching i khong d6 mdt giot md hoi.

“.. md mém... md day... do c6 phai mb cimg khong?”

ling, d6 chinh & md cimg, va dém dong lai ho reo 6 vil, vi ching t0i da quay lai voi trén déu, bay gio |a 90 - 115, va t6i da tinh to, vi biét I t0i -
khong, khong phai t6i, ma 1a chiing t6i, ca ddi - cd thé thang trong cudc thi ndy.

“Thém mdt cau hoi khoi dong, nhan vét trong tiéu thuyét ctia Dickens, Philip Pirrip con durgc...?
Biét.

Reng reng.

“Pip trong Gia tai vi dai,” to1 noi, 10 rang va tu tin.

“Doan rt gioi,” Barber 16}, va c6 mot trang vo tay tir phia khan gia, thdm chi co mdt tiéng huyt séo, ti cho I tir Rebecca, t6i ¢6 thé thiy c6 dy ¢ hang
ghé dAu dang cudi rang 13, 16i ti cam thay giong nhu minh vira ghi dugc ban thang vay. D vay toi cd ging khong cudi dap lai. Toi phai trong nghiém
tlic, tur tin va tri ¢ dang chay dua vi biét cau hoi sap t6i. “Oregon, trm, Arinzona, 6, Nevada, va Baja - hay Baya nhi? - California?” Nhung phai binh
tinh, cau hoi thrdng trurde, murdi im diém trong tamtay, cong murdi diém t6i vira moi gianh duoc cho doi, 115 ca thay, di dé can bing ty s6, nhung tét
ca phu thudc vao viéc cac cau diém thurong hoi ve cai gi..

“Nhitng cau hoi diém thuong ctia cac ban s& i vé nhitng 161 thoai md du va két thiic tir céc vo kich ctia William Shakespear.”

“Hay JAm!” toi nghi thé nhung khong ndira, hay thé hién ra mét, “Minh c6 thé tra 104, minh c4 1 biét cau tra Ioi.” Di nhién d6i thir ding hing, ngdi sup
xubng ghé vi ho biét i khong thé tra 1o ding, con Norton, hoc Ngon ngir, Van hoc va Lich sir Hy Lap - La Ma ¢d dtai thi hét toc chén nan, nhung miy
cdu trai an may kia o1, by gio' cac cau hoi la ctia bon nay 101 nhé. Alice chic ciing dang thiy tir tin, vi ¢6 nhin toi, git dau mim cudi, nhu mu6n noi “Hoi
di, Bamber, rruon hoi gi thi ctr hoi, khong thanh vAn d&, vi t6i va Brian chinh i tim giao va cting nhau chiing t6i ¢6 thé giai quyét bat ky cau no ong hoi”
va dén e rdi, cau hoi diém thuong dau tién...

“Vé& kich no bét dau bang 10i thoai, “Cut ngay! V& nha di hdi nhitng ké Iudi nhac, xéo vé nha ctia cac nguoi/ Day phéi ddu ki mot ky nghi?”

Biét.

“Julius Caesar,” toi thi thAm véi Patrick.

“Chéc khong?” Patrick hoi.

“Chéc chan. Lam trong ky thi O-level roi.”

“Julius Caesar,” Patrick tra 104, curong quyét.

“Dling!” Bamber n6i, va c6 mdt vai tiéng vo tay 15m bdm, khong nhiéu, vira du, trude khi bit du sang cau hoi ké tiép.

“Vé kich ndo két thic voi nhimg tir, “Ta s& thing tién vé phuong xa; ra khoi chon nay/ N&i su mudn thé lwong im dim chim tréi tim ta’?”

Biét. Othello.

“Hamlet?” Alice thi thim véi Patrick.

“Khong, t& nghii 1 Othello,” t6i n6i, 4n can nhumg chiic chiin,

“Lucy?” Patrick hoi.

“Xin 16i. Khong biét.”

“T¢ that su chic chin muoi chin phﬁn tram d6 la Hamlet,” Alice lai ndi.

“Brian?”



“T6 nghil vo Hamlet két thiic bang canh thi thé duoc mang ra va stng duoc khai hoa. “NOi sau mudn thé wong’ & day chi ci chét clia Desdemona va
Othello, nén t& kha chac day la Othello, nhung néu anh muon néi Hamlet thi hién nhién roi Patrick a, anh ctr néi Hamlet di.”

Patrick nhin Alice va t6i, Iira chon, quay sang micro, va ndi, “DPo c6 phai a... Othello?”

“Chinh fa Othello!” va ddm dong ho reo dién dai. Patrick vuron nguoi doc theo ban va xoa xoa vao cang tay toi than thién, Lucy nhay mit, con Alice thi
nhin t6i, c4i nhin lip lanh syr biét on va nhin nhrdng va yéu mén thue sy, mot cai nhin toi chwa bao gio gip ¢ c6 nang trude dy. Ban tay ¢6 Jan dudi
ban, cham vao dii toi rdi tim ban tay t6i va nam chét nd, ngoén cai co cha vao long ban tay 4 4m va néng ciia ti, va bay gior co dang dé chiéc gidy den co
quai vao giita hai ban chén to ban cua t0i, 10i ca vao mit ca chan t6i, ching t6i nhin nhau dau chimg chi c6 mdt gidy mé twdng nhur méi i, va tiéng vo
tay ctr tiép tuc trong khi toi mim cuoi, dit chéng hé chii dich, va Bamber lai ndi tiép...

“Cau hoi diém thurong cudi cing: vés kich ndo két thiic voi nhirng Ioi sau duoc hét lén; “Va thé déy, vorkich clia ching ta da hét/ Nhung chiing t0i s& 6
gang lam quy vi hai long hang ngay’?”

Biét.

Va van ndm tay nhau dudi ban, nhur mot thé thong nhét, trong s dong thanh hoan héo, Alice va t6i thi thim, “Dém thir mudi hail”

“Dém thir muroi hai?”” Patrick ndi.

“Dém thir muoi hai ki cAu trd 104 ding!” Bamber dép, thé k& d4m dong v0 tay, va vin bi mit ndm tay Alice dui ban, t6i nhin Rebecca trong d4m khan
gia, thay co ay dang dimg Ién ghé, ho reo, dra ngdn tay lén miéng huyt séo va gio hai tay Ién qua dau vo tay. Me ngdi hang ghé phia sau, dwra hai ngén
tay c4i lén, con Des ciing dang vo tay, nghiéng ngudi qua, néi vao tai ba, “Lam quai nio ma con trai em biét hét may chuyén d6 nhi? Em chéc phai tu
hao Iam!” hay dicu gi d6 dai loai ma t6i twdng twrong ra, va bén dudi am thanh ctia nhitng trang phao tay t6i nghi minh nghe tiéng Alice n6i cai gi d6 nhu
la “Cau cuc ky dang ngac nhién day nhé”, va r6i Bamber noi:

“Lamrét t5t! Bay gios hai i da can bang ty s6, con bon phit, nén con nhidu thoi gian cho hai doi. Nao da dén I, hiy dat ngon tay Ién chudng va cau
hoi khéi dong tiép theo, murdi diém Bang cua...”

Biét.

Va van con ndm chit tay ctia Alice dudi ban, tay phai dé trén chudng, va bdm, va néi, hoan toan rd rang: “Oregon, Nevada, Arizona va Baja - hodic
dugc phat am1a Baya? - Califorinia?”’

Va 10 t61 ngdi lai trén ghé va doi tiéng Vo tay.
Nhung né khdng vang 1én.
Khéng gi ca.

Khong vd tay, chi co sy im king khing khiép.

Téi.
T6i khong,
T6i khong hiéu.

T6i nhin Alice dé nhor giai thich, nhung c6 Ay chi nhin théing vao t6i voi ny cudi nira miéng bo1 161, la Iing trén khuon mt, cdi mi e dau toi tuong la sy
ton sting, sting béi vi syr toa sang ctia minh, nhung né dang thay déi trude mét toi va Eing xudng mot cai gi do t& hon nhidu, rat nhiéu. Téi nhin dAu bén kia
ban, va cling nhu vy, cling cai nhin d6, cta Lucy va Patrick, mot kiéu nhin... khinh miét dang s¢. T6i nhin xu6ng khén gid, va nhinra d6 1a mot loat
glong hét nhau nhirng h6 den cam ling, miéng ha hdc véi nhirng cai nhén mit bi hiém, ngoai trir Rebecca dang nga ngudi ve phia trude hai tay 6m dau.
Tiéng xi xAm bét du vang Ién tir khén gia truong quay, 10i ai d6 bat dau cudi to va kich dong, rdi cam gidc dau don va nudi tiée dot nhién xet qua tao
cam gidc hut hing chéi véi nhu roi vio khong gian, t6i nhan ra minh vira lam gi.

To1da tra 101 diing cau hdi truede khind dugce hoi...

Bamber Gascoigne i ngudi dau tién pha v syt im king

“A, khé 4n tuong, that ra do dich thi | cau tra 1oi ding, nén...” 6ng dura ngdn tay Ién mot bén tai, n6i chuyén véi phong didu khién, va rdi n6i tiép .. nén
t61 nghil ¢6 1€ tot hon chiing ta nén... nging,.. ghi hinh... mot 14t?”

Va bén dudi cai ban, Alice buong tay tdi ra.
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Chuong 40

PHAN KET

Hoc it 13 Diéu nguy hiém;

C6 ubng thi hity udng that sau, chimg dimg chi nén qua Subi ngudn kién thirc:
C6 nhirg mép nuréc ndng kam nhiém doc Bo ndo,
Nhung udng nhiéu lai m ta tinh to tr6 lai.

Alexander Pope, Bai luan vé phé binh.

Toi biét chuyén tot dep sip xay ra.

Va khong biét khi no,

Nhung ci tin B n6 ¢6 thé tir minh xy ra.

Kate Bush, “Cloudbusting,” album By ché san Tinh yéu.

CAU HOI CUOI CUNG: Dai 256 ki 16 mét ndm theo truc Pong Ty, hon déo Dia Trung Hai néo 16n nhét trong céc déo Hy Lap c6 trung tim hanh
chinh tai Heraklion, 1a mai nha ctia nén van minh Thoi ky d0 dong, nén van minh chau Au thye thy dau tién?

TRA LOL: Déo Crete.

skeskesk

Ngay 12 thang TAmnim 1986

Ai chao ngudi la! (“Ai chao” Chinh t4.1?)

Khoe khong? C4 1 c4u ngac nhién Eim, sau chimg dy thoi gian! Phai, dAu buu dién ¢ mit trude 13 ding ddy - 6 thit sy dang & nurée ngoai, 1An dAu tién.
Mot noi qué néng bire! T tham chi con ¢6 lan da ramnéng, gin gan nhur thé, hodic s& ¢ khi thoi 10t da. Kha dé doan I t6 da “hoi qua tay vao ngay du
tien” va dau mubn chét sudt modt thoi gian, va phai dimg an, nhung by gios t& khoe hon rdi. (Da ciing sang ra, nhung cu khong cn biét didu do!) Té
ciing hoc an, khéic phuc sur hoang loan. DG an thi rat tuyét voi - thit bi chay nhidu, hoan toan khdng c6 rau. Hom nay t6 méi dugc dn miéng pho mai Feta
dAu tién. Hirm - ¢6 mot chit gibng db diroc mudi mén. Cu ¢ nhé An hai dtra minh dén quan Luigi, cau da méc cai trang phuc da hoi ddy khong?

Sao ciing duogc.

Tam thigp ctia cau dén vira kip trude khi bon t6 chuan bj di, d6 ding B mot sy ngac nhién thi vi, va nhe nhom nita. Sau, trm, cude phiéu leu nho cia
bon minh, t& nghi' ¢4 I céu con gién t& nhicu lim. Ma céu c6 bao gio' gap lai Patrick khong? Anh ta da hoi phuc chura? Hay tn t6 van con la vét bun
nho? Giri 101 hoi tham cua t& dén anh ta, 1 lai xem sdc mat anh ta bién doi thé nao nhé.

T6 nghi tin cau duge dong vai Hellen Keller vao hoc ky sau that tuyét voi. T hinh dung d6 chic hin a mt thach thirc thuc thy. Biét sao khong, it ra 1An
nay khong phai hoc 10 thoai! Cai g Noel Hén Nhat d n6i gi vé viée dién ma khong ddm sdm vao d6 dac nhi? Ha ha! Xin 16i! Khong c6 gi dang cuoi
ca. N6i nghiém tic, that ddy, that sw rét gioi. Cau s B mdt Helen vi dai. C6 I t6 s& xudng d6 xem cau dién, dac biét khi t& da bo 15 vai dién Hedda ciia
cau (nhu mdt thil mdn rét &n nin da timg ndi! Hiu chura? Mot chuyén dia ciia d4 banh! Ha ha!) S& that tuyét néu gip lai cau, sau chimg dy thoi gian.
C6 mot dbng chuyén dé ké voi cau day...

.. va toi phai ngimg viét tai chd do, vi nghe thiy tiéng bude chan ¢6 Ay tré vé va dang Ién cau thang sau khi di boi budi chiéu, t6i bén nhanh tay nhét bic
thu gri bang duong hang khdng vao bén trong cuon sach, quang minh Ién girong, gia vo dang doc cudn Tram nim cd don.

sksksk
Cudi cing, chinh Julian, nghién ciru sinh tré tudi d& thurong 1 ngudi toi cam thdy c6 161 nht. BE m cho cau chuyén nghe c6 Iy, t6i danh phéi 16i anh ta
vao cugc mot chitt vay.

Vé co ban chuyén nhur thé ndy; trong khi dang ném trén ban thi ti vo tinh dung phéi c4i bia kep hd so, cai ma anh ta da bo quén khi ho khiéng t6i 1én d6,
16 16t xudng san, va phong bi mo toang ra, lam the cau hoi roi vai khap san. Dinhién, khi nhan ra nhiing tAm the t0i lién dé ching lai vao phong bi, nhung
10 rang toi phai dé y dén nhitng gi da viét trén mot tim trurde khi dé nd khuat néit minh. Moi ngudi biét d6, kiéu tiém thirc Ay ma.

Ma néu tinh dén viéc phai hiy bubi ghi hinh va mdi moi ngudi ra vé thi ho nhur thé ciing kha tir € roi. Y t6i i, ho khong giéng Pirc Qudc xa hay céi gi dai



loai thé, ho khong chiéu ciy dén dé ban vao nit t6i hodc ddi xir thd bao vai t6i, i ti cho rang vé Iy ma n6i thi t6i dau ¢ am diéu gi sai. Dii sao thi ciing
khong thé c6 chuyén t6i bi truy to dugc.

Di nhién ho da hily tur cach ctia ca doi, vi mic du t6i qua quyét 1 chi minh ti lién quan, va d6 hoan toan 1 16i ctia t6i, ho ciing khong thé lidu finh. Thé
nén vay dd. Cai két ctia Thach thirc. Cho tat cad moi nguoi.

Va toi phai thira nhdn ring, toan bd chuyén do xau hd im Dén mirc t61 cam thiy khong thé quay vé cling voi doi, vi khong chiic ho ¢6 cho t6i vao ngdi
ctng xe khong, dong thoi ctng kha chic i minh s& khong duoc chao dén trén xe buyt di ¢ vil. Nén toi quay vé Southend v6i me trong chiéc xe tai nho
cta Des, ng6i chen chuc & ghé trude. Ban blet canh phim thiy trén ban tin vé nhitng tén ti phambi day nhanh ra khoi S& Canh sat, gidu mit dudi mot
cai mén miu xam chir? A, chuyén t6i ciing gidng nhur vAy. Khi li xe ra khoi bai du, t6i co the thay nhirng ngudi khac dang dimg quanh chiéc xe 2CV
vang ctia Alice, Patrick trong nhir dang la hét va da chan vao banh xe, con Lucy thi dang ¢ trdn an anh ta, Alice dya nguoi vao xe, van mac chiéc dm
den xinh dep va mot tay cam Eddie Géu bong ling ling, ¢6 dy trong that budn va dep. Toi bt gip anh mit ciia ¢6 Ay khi ching t6i 1ai chiée xe tai nho
ngang qua, cd 4y lién budt miéng “Nhin kia, ciu ta kia kia!” hay diéu gi d0, vi tat ca bon ho déu quay ngudi lai, va, 4, that s khong ¢6 cach cu xur rd
rang trong tinh hubng d6, khong that sur ¢6 biéu cam ndo trén guwong mét dé st dung, nén t6i chi cir déng miéng tao ra chir “Xin 16” qua ctra kinh.

Toi khong chéc 1 ho thdy dugc.
Patrick bt dau la hét gi d6 ma t6i khong hiéu duoc, rdi nhin quanh kiém céi gi 4o dé ném, con Alice chi Fic dau that cham réi.
Nhung t6i dé y thiy Lucy dang vay tay, t6i nghi co 4y moi tir t& lam sao.

skoksk
Khi chéic I c6 dy da ngil, ngi git gi git gi gidc chiu, toi bén di ra méi hién nhin ra bién, ngdi vio céi ban b, va tiép tuc viét.

Xin 16i nhé. Bi gidn doan. Té n6i téi dau 101 nhi? Phai 1, ¢6 & t& nén xuéng xem cau dién vai Helen Keller, di1 dudng thi xa lo xa lic. Cu th?iy dfiy, to
da chuyén dén Dundee. T c6 mit cho hoc, bat dau vao thang Muoi toi. Lai la Van Anh, du 6 tan ddy ho chi goind 1a “Van hoc”, ma t& nghi n6 hoi ¢
van de. T6 thay on ca, ¢ mot khdi dau moi. Té hy vong vao twong lai, va hy vong lan nay tap trung duge nhiéu hon vao viée hoc...

T6i ké cho me nghe cau chuyén da ké véi moi ngudi, va ba tin t6i, dit e d6 ba khong noi gi nhiéu. Nhung sang som hom say, khi da quay vé Southend
va t6i dang di én cauthang dé v& phong ngi, ba bao chuyén d6 khong sao ¢4, di sao thi ba ciing twr hao vé toi, va that tuyét khi nghe ba noi thé, ngay ca
khi ti con khong chiic diéu d6 ¢6 phai i that khong,

ROi budi chiéu sau d6 t6i da goi cho khoa Nggit Van, ndi la minh s& khong tré lai hoc trong mot tuan dugc vi dot ngdt bi ngd bénh. Nhung chuyén da lan
nhanh 164, vi Gido su Morrison tham chi khong thém hoi t6i bi bénh gi. Ong chi ndi rang ng hoan toan hiéu, va viée do ¢6 I& Ia mot y kién hay, r6i 1a cir
nghi bao 1au tiy thich. The 1a t61 danh phén 16n tuan d6 nam trén giuong, chi yéu 1a ngd, doc sach, khong udng rugu bia, chd chuyén do tan thanh méy
khoi.

Nhung ban biét ddy, c6 mot loai khoi ching bao i tan bién. Hai tuin da troi qua m t6i van chua roi khoi phong ngii hin dugc, 6i quyét dinh ¢ 18
khong vé lai truong thi t5t hon. Nén mdt budi chiéu Des va t6i 14i xe i, thira lic Marcus va Josh dira ngoai, thu don tAt ca dd dac cta t6i, va lai xe vé
nha ngay chiéu hom d6. Roi t6i quay lai girong, va & d6 ludn, cho dén khi me khing khing 13 t6i phai di kham bac si, roi thi sau d6 moi chuyén ciing bt
dAu khoi sic hon.

May théng con lai toi quay vé 1am cong viéc cil tai Ashworth Electricals, nha may san xuat 1o muréng banh. Toi nghi ho hai ong khi thiy t6i quay lai. Me
va Des da hodn viée t6 chirc khai trrong 16n dé ché Nha tro trong sau thang, moi nguoi thiy viée d6 khong sao, con Des ciing khong c6 gi phan nan, t6i
cho la thé. Spencer da roi khoi girong bénh va van dong hoi thang Tu, cau dy bi an treo va mdt khoan tién phat nang. Nhung 61 da xoay X6 kiém cho
cau ay mot cong viée tai Ashworth, lam cling voi toi, cling vi thé ma t6i c6 nhidu thoi gian bén cau ay hon, that t6t. Toi khong ké toan bd cau chuyén da
Xdy ra, ma cau Ay ciing khong hoi, co 18 vay I tot nhat. Toi ciing hay gip Tone, nhung khong nhiéu, vi cdu ta lic ndo ciing ¢6 vé dang nghi vé viée dugc
“didu dong bi mat” tai Canh ddng Salisbury.

Con g nira nhi? Toi doc nhiéu. Toi viét mt sd bai tho, phan I6n kha dd, mot vai truyén ngin, mot v& kich truyén thanh; ngdi thir nhat, cude doc thoai ndi
tAm ctia dong tur tuong dua trén tic pham quh]son Qrusoe, nerng fiuqc hién dai hda va duoc nhin tr quan diém cta nhan vét Thir Sau. Toi nghe di
nghe lai album Bay ché san Tinh yéu, va quyét dinh rang d6 chac chan la album hay nhat ctia Kate.

Va i vio thang Sau, hoan toan bt ngd, t6i nhan diroc mdt et dién thoai.
D sao thi ciing da dén lic n6i i chao. Té ¢6 thé ngiri thiy mi thit chay, bao hiéu gin dén gior an t6i rdi!

Nhin li thoi gian da qua ma xem, ding la mot khoang thoi gian vui vé, Alice nhi? Yto 14 la Tung that. Mot phep andu(hayso sanh nhi?!) cir hién trong
dau t6, giéng nhur hoi connho va b6 mua cho t& mdt bd Eip rép Airfix kit. Té ngdi xudng chd ban bép va trrde khi mo nap hop, t& chic I c6 dung dung
cu, diing loai keo va tit ca mau son dung, bong nhung khong phan chiéu anh sang, va mot con dao thir cong that sur rat bén, va t6 tur hira voi ban than
minh 1 s&€ hoan toan tudn theo cac hudng dan trong to giéy, s€ that sy tan dung thoi gian, khong héip tép, khong voi vang, thuc hién voi su cAn than, tap
trung, tht sy tap trung, dé cudi cling ¢6 durge mdt md hinh méy bay hoan héo, 1y twong theo triét hoc Platon vé viéc thure chit mot md hinh méy bay phai
nhu thé ndo. Nhung ¢ mdt giai doan ndo do t6 lai toan bat dau di sai hudng - dé mit mdt miéng ghép dudi ban, hoac dé day son ra, hodc mot canh quat
dugc bdi keo Ién va dan chit vao nhung khong quay duoc, hay nhiing mdi ndi s& rach toac ra khi t6 truot nhe n6 - thé nén khi dua cho bd xem mdt sén
phin hoan thanh thi nd c6 vé... khong hoan toan dep nhur t6 da ky vong,

Té da ¢ ging ding 4n dy ndy dé lam y chinh cho mdt bai tho, nhung hoan toan chura nghi ra g ca.



Du sao, chiic nhitng didu tot dep nhét cho ndim hoc mdi. TG s& viét thu cho cau chirng nao on dinh va i ¢6 18 hai dtra minh c6 thé...
“Cau viét thur cho ai vAy?” c6 Ay hoi, mét chop chdp ngai ngi trong anh chiéu nhap nhoang,

“Cho me &y ms,” t6i néi. “Céu di boi vui khong?”

“Sang khodi im. MGi toi bi dinh cai gi trén toc 4y.”

“Mubn t6 Ay ra khong?”

“U, Ay giim t& voi,” rdi khong thém miic 40 ngure vao, ¢ Ay bude ra hién, ngdi xudng san gitta hai du gbi 6.
“C6 khi ndo cau mudn mic quin 40 vao trude chiang?” t6i hoi.

“C6 khindo ciu mubn in mot cai dim vao mit chiang?...”

“Nguoi ta nhin thay ddy...”

“Thé thi sao ndo! Chiia oi, Jackson, t6 thé, ctr nhur di nghi mét v6i ¢ giit tré Mary Poppins quéi quy 4y...”
“Cau biét khong, cau n6i tuc hoi bi nhiéu ddy.”

“Dep cai ban mét d6 ngay va lo nhin di, dwoc chir? Thiy gi khong?”

“U. Trong nhu kiéu ddu hay nhira dudng gi dy.”

“N6 ¢6 ra khong?”

“Khong han!”

“C6 & dudi voi sen s& dé ra hon nhi?”

“U, 6 I8 vay.”

“Thé... cu clng vao chir?”

“Tét nhién rdi. Dindo.”

skksk

Tirc la ching ti dang ¢ ddy. Di nhién moi I nhitng ngay dau tién. Y tuéng ban dau khi hai dira noi chuyén qua dién thoai | khi du ich ddy d6 nhat dinh
la phai & ph(‘)ng }'iéng, hoac it nhat la mdt phong c6 hai girong don, nhung ke hoach d6 cho thay ton kém qua, n6 pha san vao dém thir ba, sau mdt cudc
tam sy thang than va kéo dai va nguyén chai rugu manh Metaxa.

Nhung di sao, nhur t6i n6i, ching t6i dang & day. Toi that sy khong phai ¢ noi mé t6i nghi minh s& ¢, hodic tham chi noi t6i da mudn 6, nhung rdi, ai day?
Va t6i ciing khong mong doi 1 ¢0 s& ¢ v6i minh, thanh that ma n6i. Di nhién ¢6 van chiri thé luon miéng, nhung ¢6 khién t6i curdi nhiéu. Nghe chang c6 gi
déang k&, nhung chuyén ndy thit sy gan nhu bat kha thi cach day vai thang. Nén moi chuyén tot dep ca.

Thét su tdt hon ca tt.

Tét ca nhitng ngudi tré tubi déu lo Bing vé chuyén no chuyén kia, d6 la mdt phan khong thé tranh khoi va rat ddi tur nhién ctia qué trinh truong thanh, va
ndm murdi séu tudi, ndi lo Au 16n nhét doi toi 1 toi chéng con bao gio dat duge bét ky caigi t6t dep hodc thuan khiét, hodc cao quy, hodc chan thyre, nhur
két qua churong trinh O-level ciia t6i nita. Va t6i cho ching minh ¢6 I& van chura dat dugc. Tat nhién, tat ca déu i chuyén tir ngiy xira ngiy xua. Gio thi
61 da muroi chin tudi, t6i thich nghi ring minh da khon ngoan va diém dam hon nhidu trede nhitng chuyén ndy.

LGOI CAM ON

Xin cdm on nhiing ca nhan dudi day vé nhitng y tuong, su ho tro va nhitng trd dua cua ho: moi ngudi & Hodder vi sy nhiét tinh, dac bi¢t 1a Mari Evans
v tai bién tap xuat sic; Johnny Geller va moi ngudi & Curtis Brown, Péac biét xin cam on Hannah MacDonald vé 1i khuyén vo gi4 va Roanna Benn vi
s nhiét tinh ngay tir dau. Con phai ké dén Douglas Kean, Micheal McCoy, Josh Varney, Nicola Doherty, Emma Longhurst, Nick Sayers, Judith Auld,
Justin Salinger, Tanmsin Pike, Christine Langan, Camilla Campell, Nicholas Wilson- Jones, Olivia Trench, Susie Phillips, Crispian Balmer, Sophie Carter,
Eve Claxton, Matthew Warchus va Nell Denton vi da méic trang phuc do. Nhim mue dich tao kich tinh, mit sb nguyén tic va quy trinh ghi hinh cudc thi
Thach thirc Pai hoc da duoc thay dbi c6 chii dich - xin giri 1oi xin 161 dén nhitng ai theo chii nghiia thuén tiy.

Toi ciing xin cam on nhing cudn séch tham khéo nhiéu khong ké xiét, dc bigt a cubn Béch khoa toan thur Britannica va Théch thirc Dai Hoc: 40 ndm
dau cta Peter Gwyn, ca hai déu a nhirng cu6n khong the thiu trong ti sach moi nha. Toi cting mudn giri 161 cam on chn thanh dén Bamber Gascoigne,
Kate Bush, Jereny Paxman va nhitng nha vo dich cufc thi ndm 2002, Truong Cao dang Somerville, Oxford, vi ngudn cam hirng bat chot.



Trén hét, t6i mubn cam on Hannah Weaver, ¢6 Ay uon ¢ mit trong timg trang séch, dit c6 ¢6 nhan thiy diéu 4y hay khong,
Ban dang doc truyén Nhdn Chudéng i, Pirng Poi duoc tai mién phi tai ww.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.
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