Gi6i thiéu Luat Sw Nhi

Téc gia ndi tiéng John Grisham da cho ra doi cudn tiéu thuyét Luat Su Nhi. Mot cdu bé mudi ba tudi Thi trén Strattenburg nhd bé ¢6 rat nhidu hut su, va
du mdi mudi ba tudi, Theodore Boone udn nghi minh 13 mot trong s6 ho.

Ap 1 ude mo duoe trd thanh mot ludt sw vi dai, cu van thudng hinh dung vé cude sng ctia minh noi toa 4n. Nhung Theodore bt gip minh & toa an
som hon cau tudng,
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Chuong 1

Theodore Boone 1 con mt, vi thé thudng phai an sang mt minh. B cua cdu, mot Iuat su ban ron, cé thoi quen ra khoinha lac 7 gio sang, tu tap ban
bé tai ding mbt quan quen trong khu trung tim dé udng ca phé va tan gau. Me cau, ciing la mdt udt su ban ron, sudt hon mudi nam nay van dang co
giam nam can nén ludn tu thuyet phuc minh rang bita sang khong can gi hon ngoai ca phe va to bao. Vi thé, Theodore mdt minh trong bep, anngi cbe
ngudi, udng nude cam, mét khong roi dong hd. Gia dinh nha Boone ¢6 dong hd khiip noi, minh chimg 16 réng cho nhitng con ngudi ¢6 né nép.

Thire ra, céu khong hoan toan chi c6 mot minh. Bén canh cu, chi ché Judge cling dang an. Judge Ia con ch6 lai, tudi va gidng ctia né van luon 1a diéu bi
an. Hai nam trude, Theodore ciru no thoat chét trong gang tac khi xuat hién vao phit cuoi tai Phién toa Suc vat, va Judge ludn to ra bict on. Con cho
thich Cheerios, hét nhur Theodore; mdi sang, c4 hai cling an v6i nhau trong yén king.

Tam gio sang, Theodore trang bét trong chiu rira, cit sita v nudc qué trd lai ti lanh, budc dén phong kim viée, hon Ién ma me. “Con di hoc dy”, cau
chao.

“Con da 6 tién an chura?” me ciu hoi, cung mot cau ndm budi sang mbi tuan.
“Rdia.”

“Bai tp clia con xong ca rdi chir?”

“Chuan r6i ma me.”

“Thé khi ndo me gip con?”

“Hoc xong con s& ghé qua van phong,” Ngay nao hoc xong, Theodore ciing ghé qua vin phong me, khong sai mdt ki, nhung ba Boone van luén hoi nhu
vay.

“Cén than dfiy,” ba dan. “Va nhé mim cudi nhé.” Iheodore da deo niéng rang ca hai nim troi nay, va cau van Iudn mudn thio nd ra chét di duoc. Vay
ma, me cau khdng ngirng nhac cdu mim cudi va bien the gioi trd nén tuoi dep hon.

“Con van cuoi ma ne.”
“Yéu con, cuc cung.”
“Con ciling yéume.”

Theodore, miéng van mim cudi dit bi goi i “cuc cung”, vt ba 16 qua vai, xoa du tam biét ché Judge, 10i ra khoi nha qua 16i cira bép. Cau nhay kén xe
dap, chang miy chdc da tang tdc lao ra hém Mallard, mdt con phd nho rop bong cay trong khu phd ¢b nht cua thi trin. Cau vay chio ong Nunnery,
6ng da ¢ bén hién nha, chudn bi cho mdt ngaty dai ngdi nhin dong xe ¢ thira thot qua lai. Cau phong vot qua ba Goodloe bén 1 dudng ma khong néi 1oi
130 vi ba bi ling tai va con gan nhu dang tri. Tuy viy, Theodore van mim cuoi véi b, con ba thi khong cudi dap lai. Rang ciia ba dang ¢ dau d6 trong
nha.

Troi chom xuan, khong khi kho lanh. Theodore dén pé dan, gié tap vao mit cu. Chin gio kém 20  diém danh, ma trude gidr hoc cu con ¢6 vie quan
trong phai [am. Theodore cat qua mot con pho nho, phi yéo mdt con hém, hron lach qua may chiéc xe, va vrot qua ca dén do. Do la “bai” cua
Theodore, 1a tuyén duong ngy ndo cdu ciing di. Qua bon day nita, nha & s&€ nhuong cho cho cac tda van phong, cira hang clra hi€u.

Toa 4n hat 14 toa nha 16n nhit & Strattenburg (buru dién Ion thir hai, ké dén 13 th vién), ndm oai vé bén man Béc ctia phd Main, gitta mdt cdy cau bic
qua song va mot cong vien day ray chdi ngim canh, bon murde cho chim ria 1ong va trong dai ky niém nhitng nguoi linh tir tran. Theodore yéu thich toa
an voi vé uy quyén ctia nd, voi canh moi nguoi héi ha qua lai day quan trong, va nhitng thong bao nghiém tiic hay lich lam viéc dinh chi chit trén bang tin.
Vi hon tat ca, Theodore thich cac phong xir an. C6 nhitng phong nho dé giai quyét cac vy viée ca nhan khong can bdi tham doan tham dur, con ca
phong xir chinh trén ting hai noi cc luat sur chién ddu nhu v si con thim phan thi quyén hre nhur nha vua.
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O tudi muroi ba, Theodore chua quyét dinh 16 rang cho tuong lai. Hom trude cau con mo woe trér thanh mot luat su ndi tiéng, chuyén cai cho nhitng vu
1on nhat va khong bao gioy chiu b6 tay trrde boi thim doan. Ay viy ma hom sau, ciu d lai khao khat trd thinh mdt thim phan dugc trong vong ndi tiéng
V@ tai tri va tinh cong minh. Nhirng suy nghi 4y cir tré di tré lai, va Theodore hiing ngdy van thay déi du dinh ctia minh.

Sang thir Hai, sanh chinh da tp ndp, hin 1 ca cac ludt sur An khach hang déu mudn mot sy khoi dong sém sta cho ca tuan. Mot nhém dong dang doi
bén thang méy, nén Theodore phéng cat Iy qua hai tAng thang b 1di r& sang man Pong noi xir cc vu gia dinh. Me cau 1 Iut sur ¢6 nghé chuyén vé cac
vu ly hon, mdt nguoi lubn dai dién cho cac ba vo. Theodore thude niim long khu nay trong tda nha. Vi cac vu ly hon déu do thim phan quyét dinh chir
khong can dén boi thAm doan, va vi hau hét thim phan déu khong thich c6 dong ngudi theo ddi céc vi, nhitng van dé t& nhi nhur vy nén phong xir kha
nho. Bén ctra ra vao, vai vi ludt su dang ban bac ra diéu rat hé trong, 3 rang con chua théng nhit dwoc véi nhau cho im. Theodore timra hanh lang 1o
18 sang mdt goc nho thi thiy ban minh & do.

Cb bé dang ngdi mdt minh trén chiéc ghé bang cii, nhd bé, mong manh va thap thom. Khi nhin thiy Theo, ¢6 bé mim cudi, dua tay 1én che miéng,
Theodore voi chay dén, ng@)i sat cd bé dén ndi dau géi cAu cham vao dAu géi 0 bé. Véibét ctr ¢d bé ndo khic, ciu s& gitt khoang cach it nhit 1A nira
mét, khong dé c6 co hdi “dung chami” ndo. Nhung April Finnermore khong phéi [ mot ¢6 bé bét ky nio ca. Hai dira biét nhau tir hdi én bdn, ciing hoc
tai mdt trurdng nAu giao gan nha tho, va tir khi biét nhd hai dira da 1 ban than ctia nhau,

Gitra hai dira khong phai la chuyén tinh cam ling man, ca hai con qua tré cho tr6 d6. Theodore ching biét cau trai muroi ba tudi ndo trong Iop lai di nhan
1a d& c6 ban gai ca. Nguoc lai la dang khac. Bon ching chang muon lién quan gi dén dam con gai.

Ma bon con gai ciing y vdy. Theodore durgc canh bao chuyén nay s& khac, rét bat ngd, nhung hién gio thi chéing c6 vé gi nhur vy ca.

April chi | mbt ngudi ban, mdt ngudi ban e nay dang rét can sy gitp d. B6 me ¢b bé sdp ly di va Theodore vo cing biét on 1 me cau khong lién
quan dén vu nay.

Bit cir ai da biét gia dinh Finnermore déu khong ngac nhién tnrdc vuly dindy. BS April I mot ngudi budn dd ¢ lap di, dong thoi 1A tay trong trong mot
ban nhac rock lau nidm van thuong choi @ 0 céc cau lac bo dém, mdi fin hru dién 1 lai di vai tuan. Me c6 bé nubi dé, lam phd mai sita dé, rdi dem ban
khéip thi tran trén chiéc xe nha tang cai tién son miu vang chde. Mot con khi nhén c6 dai voi bd ria mau Xim chém ché bén ghe khéch, chop chép nhai
pho mai, thir phé mai ban ching dugc 1 bao. Ong Boone timg ta gia dinh ny thude dién “khong gibng ai”, ma Theodore hiéu thing ra i ky cuc. Ca hai
b6 me déu timg bi bit vi lién quan dén ma ty, tuy chura phai vao ti bao gio.

“Céu 6n chir?” Theodore hoi.

“Khong,” 6 bé tra 10i. “Minh ghét phai & day.”

C6 bé con c6 mot 6ng anh tén August va mot ba chi tén March, ca hai déu biét tam biét tich. August roi nha ngay sau hom t6t nghiép trung hoc. March
b6 hoc nam muroi sau tudi rdi cting di khoi thi trén, bo lai mot minh April chiu canh b6 me gidy vo. Theodore biét tat ca vi April khong gidu cau diéu gi.
C5 bé budc phai vay thoi. April can ai 6 khdng phéi nguoi trong nha dé gidi bay, va Theodore i ngudi luon Fing nghe ¢6 bé.

“Minh ching mudn sbng voi ngudi nao ¢a,” ¢o bé noi. Aido noi vé& bd me nhur vay thi thit kinh khtng, nhung Theodore hoan toan hiéu. C4u coi thudng
bb me April vi céi cach ho dbi xir v6i cd bé. Céu coi thudng ho vi md hdn don trong cude song ctia ho, vi sur tho o ctia ho v6i April, vi sy nhan tim ciia
hg d6i véi 6 bé. Theodore c6 Mot danh sach dai nhitng ac cam do; voi 6ng ba Finnemore. Néu i cu, ciu s& cao chay xa bay truée khi budc phai
song véi ho. Cau thuc sur khong biet bat ctr dira tré nao trong thi tran tirng dét chan vao nha Rimemore.

Vu ly di da xir sang ngay thir ba. April s& som duoc triéu goi dé lim chimg, Thiam phén s& hoi co bé cau hoi dinh ménh, “April, chau mudn sdng véi ai?”
Ma c6 bé lai khong biét dich xéc cau tra oi. C6 bé da thao ludn chuyén nay nhidu gios v6i Theodore ma van khong biét s& phai noi thé ndo.

Cau hoi Ion trong tam tri Theodore 14, “Tai sao ho lai doi tréng nom April?”” Mbi nguoi ho déu bo bé ¢d bé theo céch nay hay cch khéc. Cau da nghe
duoc rat nhicu chuyén, nhung khong bao gio hé rang ke lai mot loi.

“Cau dinh s& n6i thé n30?”” Theodore hoi.

“Minh dinh n6i v6i thAm phan 1 minh mudn sng véi di Peg & Denver.”

“Minh tuéng di da tir chdi.”

“Vay cau khong thé n6i thé duoc.”

“Minh ¢6 thé ndi gi bay gio, Theodore?”’

“Me minh thé ndo ciling bdo cdu nén chon me cau. Minh biét me cdu khong phai Ia lga chon t6t nhat, nhung cdu lam gi ¢6 lua chon nao Ia t6t nhat.”
“Nhung thim phan mubn thé ndo thi quyét dinh vAy, phai khong?”

“Phai. Néu ciu murdi bdn tudi, quyét dinh cta ciu con duoe thira nhan. Con ciu mdi nurdi ba, thim phan chi xét dén mong mudn cta cau thdi. Me minh



bao, 6ng thim phan nay hiu nhur ching bao gio trao quyén tréng nom cho ngudi cha. Vay dé khoi din do, cau cir chon me di”

April méic db jean, mang gidy dng, va khoéc 40 len mau xanh duong, Hiém khi c6 bé mic db nhur con gii nhung ngudi ta khong thé nghi ngdy giéi tinh
cua c0.

C6 gat mrde mit trén md, cd gitt vé binh than. “Cam on, Theodore,” April th dai.

“Minh wéc gi ¢6 thé & lai cling cau.”

“Con minh thi udc 6 thé dén truong”

Ca hai cling 6 guong cudi. “Minh s& luén nghi v& cu. Can dam Ién nhé.”

“Camon, Theodore.”
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Henry Gantry Péang Kinh 4 vi thAm phan Theodore rit quy mén. Cau budc viao phdng ngoai ciia ngudi dan ong vi dai dy vao lic 8 gid 20.
“O, chao chau, Theodore,” c6 Hardy noi. C6 dang khudy céi gi d6 duogc bo vao ca phé, chuén bi bit dau mdt ngay lam viéc.

“Chao c6 Hardy,” Theodore mim cuoi dap lai.

“Sao bon cf)’lai c@ vinh hanh ndy day?” c6 hoi. Co it tudi hon me, Theodore dgén, va rat xinh. Co ciing [a mdt trong nhitng thur ky trong tru s toa ma
Theodore mén nhat. Con trong Phong an Gia dinh, Jenny Ia thu ky cdu quy nhat.

“Chdu can gip Thim phan Gantry,” cu tra 1. “Béc 4y ¢6 trong d6 khong?”

“Um, ¢0, nhung bac éiy rat ban.”

“Dima c6. Chi mdt phut thoi.”

C6 nhip mdt ngum ca phé, rdi dép, “Caindy ¢6 lién quan gi dén vu xir I6n ngiy mai khong?”

“C6 ¢6 a. Chau mudn xin cho 16p bon chau dugc dy thinh phién xur du tién, nhung chau cAn biét chic c6 di chd khong,”
“0, chuyén nay thi c6 khong biét dau Theodore,” ¢6 Hardy cau may Fic dau.

“Bon ¢b wdc chimng s& rat dong. Chd ngdi han ché

“Cho chéu n6i chuyén v6i ThAm phan duoc khong?”

“Ldp chau cé bao nhiéu?”’

“Murdi sau. Chau nghi bon chau ¢6 thé ngdi ngoai ban cong”

Cb van cau may doda nhéc dién thoai bam s6. Doi mot Iic, ¢6 ndi, “Véng, thua Tham phén, ¢6 cau Theodoredore Boone dang ¢ dy xin gip ong. Toi
da bao cau 4y i 6ng rit ban.” C6 nghe thémmdt lic, rdi dit dién thoai xudng. “Le 1én,” ¢ n6i va chi vao cira phong Tham phén.
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Vai gidly sau, Theodore da dimng trude cai ban lam viéc lon nhét trong thi trén, dugc pha d?ly cac loai giéy 10, hd so va nhitng tap tai liéu day cop, chiéc
ban biéu trong cho quyén Iy ghé gém trong tay Thim phan Henry Gantry, ngudi ma e ny day khong hé mim cudi. Thye ra, Theodore ciing hiéu Bm
Sao Thﬁmphén cay ra duoc mdt nu cudi khi mé cau dang lim gian doan cong viéc clia ong. DU vay, Theodore van ¢b nan mdt nu cudi ]ép lanh 4anh kim
ngoéc dén tan mang tai.

“Trinh bay viéc cua chau di ndo, Thémphan Gantry cét 1oi. Theodore da nghe vi thim phan n6i cau ménh kénh thire nay nhiéu 1in rdi. C4u da thiy nhidu
luat s, nhitng lut sur gioi, dimg lén lap bap tim 11 trong lic ngai Gantry cau ¢6 nhin xubng tir ghé thdm phan. Lic ndy, ong khong cau ¢, cting khong
méc chiéc 4o choang den, nhung van day vé guom guom. Khi Theodore dom giong, cau thiy tia lap lanh khong 1an vio déu duoc trong mit nguoi ban
cua minh.

“V?mg, thura bac, cha 1a gido vién mon Chinh tri ctia bon chau, t}ﬁy Mount, bao bon ghéu dugc Higu trudng cho di tht_rg nghi€m mdt ngay dé du thinh
budi khai mac phién toa ngay mai.”” Theodore ngimg 161, hit that sau va tur nhii minh can phai n6i rd rang, chm rdi, thuyet phuc, nhur moi luat sw gioi dimg
trude toa. “Nhung, bon chau can cd du cho. Chau nghi liéu bon chau c6 thé ngdi & ban cong khdng a?”

“Umm, chau nghi vay?”

“Vang, thua bac.”



“Bao nhiéu?”

“Mudi sau a, cong thém thf"iy Mount.”

Vi thém phén krom m)t tap hd so, mo ra, va bit dau doc nhu thé ong quén khuély B Theodore dang diimg rt chéim chit bén kia ban. Theodore bbi rbi
doi chirng murdi lam gidly. R6i vi thAm phan dot nhién néi, “Mudi bay chd, ban cong trude, mé trai. Bac s& bao ngudi xep cho cho céc chau uc 9 gio
kém 10 ngay mai.

Hy vong moi ngudi biét gt trat tur.”

“Puoc a, thura bac.”

“Béc s€ bao c6 Hardy giri email cho Hi€u trudng cac chau.”

“Camonbac a.”

“Gio chau di duoe rdi, Theodore. Xin 16i bac rat ban.”

“Vang a, thura bac.”

Theodore dang hdi ha dira phia cira thi vi thim phan néi, “Theodore, ni xemnao. Chéu cé nghi ong Duffy ¢6 t4i khong?”

Theodore dimg budc, quay lai va khong ngin ngai tra 1o, “Ong dy duoc coi B vo t0i°

“Biét thé. Nhung chau co ¥ kién thé ndo vé t0i ctia 6ng 4y?”

“Chéu nghf ng 4y da am.”

Vi thAm phan khé& gt d4u nhung khong hé 6 biéu hién ddng tinh.

“Thé con béc thi sao a?” Theodore hoi.

Cudi ctng thi cling c6 mdt nu cudi. “Béc 1a mdt trong tai cong minh, khong thién vi, Theodore nhé. Bac khong nhan dinh trude vé viée ¢0 i hay vo to1.”
“Chéu biét bac s& ndi vay.”

“Gap chéu vao ngdy mai.”” Theodore vin tay nim ctra, vOi vd ra ngoai.

Cb Hardy dimg do, tay chéng hong, nhin chdm chim hai vi ludt sw nhiing xi dang doi xin gip tlnm phan. Ca ba imbat khi Theodore budc ra tir phong
Thém phén Gantry. Cau mim cudi v6i ¢ Hardy trong lic di ngang qua. “Cam on c6,” cdu n6i réi mo cira bude di
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Chuong 2

Pap xe tir toa 4n t6i trurdng cap hai muroi Eim phit néu di nghiém chinh, nghia 1 tuén theo dting lut giao thong va kém ché khong xam pham 16i danh cho
ngudi di bd. Thong thdng Theodore van am vay, chi trir khi cau hoi bi mudn. Cau lao thing xudng phd Market, di nguoc chiéu, chdm qua 1 dudng
ngay trurde miii mdt chiée 6 6, lao phiim phim qua mdt bai dé xe va len 16i vao moi khoang trong trén via hé, rdi - didu cau cAm ky nhét - lich xe di
xuyén gitta hai ngdi nha trén phd Elm. Theodore nghe thiy ai do dang dimg bén hang hién ma la oai o4i déng sau cau, cho t6i khi cdu an toan lot vao con
hém chay thing dén khu d3 xe phia sau trurong danh cho gido vién. Theodore ngd dong hd - chin phut. Khong té.

Cau dung xe bén canh cot cd, vong xich khoa, rdi hoa vao dong hoc sinh vira tia xudng tir xe buyt. Chudng 8 gitr 40 dang kéu reng thi cdu budc vao 1op
va chao thay Mount, giao vién mon Chinh tri ctia cu dong thoi ciing la nguoi thuong tur van cho cau.

“Emda n6i chuyén véi ThAm phan Gantry,” Theodore tién dén bén ban gido vién, chiéc ban vén nhd hon nhiéu so v6i chiée ban ma cau vira rdi khoi
trong toa an. Ca phong hoc ong ong trong khong khi hon don thuong thay vao moi sang. Ca murdi sau cdu nhoc déu da co mat, dira nao dira nay déu cod
vé nhur dang cudi dua, x0 day, huych choc nhau.

“Sao nao?”’

“C6 cho 16i thdy a, sang mai, dugc uu tién.”
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“Tuyét. Puoc Iim, Theodore.”

Théy Mount cubi cling ciing 6n dinh trit ty, diém danh, dgin I6p vai diéu, roi muoi phit sau cho ca i xudng hoi trrdmg dé hoc tiét dau tiéng Tay Ban Nha
cta ¢6 Monique. C6 tiéng tan tinh vung vé khi cac cau nhoe gap vai c6 bé. Trong gio hoc, tro namy, tro nit ngdi riéng, theo quy dinh moi cua nhiing nguoi
thong minh sang sudt phu trach van d€ gido duc cua thi tran. Trong khi vdi cac hoat dong khac thi khong hé phan biét gidi tinh.

C6 Monique 1 mdt phu nit da den cao 16n, dén tir Cameroon, Tay Phi. Ba ném trude, 6 chuyén dén Stattenburge khi chong co, cling déntir
Cameroon, nhan day ngbn ngir cho trurong trung hoc trong thi trén. C6 khong gidng mdt gido vién phd thong binh thurong, khong hé. Sinhra & chau Phi,
¢ 16n 1én voi tiéng Beti, ngon ngit cua bg toc minh, va tleng Phap tiéng Anh, thir ngdn ngit chinh & Cameroon. BS ¢ 1a béac si, vi thé 6ng c6 du tién cho
¢6 du hoc & Thuy STnoi ¢d hoc tiéng Pire va tiéng Y. Tiéng Tay Ban Nha ctia ¢d duoc hoan thién trong thdi gian ¢ hoc dai hoc & Madrid. C6 hién
dang hoc tiéng Niga va dy dinh s& chuyén sang tiéng Trung Qudc phd thong, Lop hoc ctia ¢6 treo la liét nhitng tim ban do thé gidi ¢ 1on ddy mau séc,
va hoc tro ctia ¢6 Iubn tin ring ¢ da di khiip noi, da nhin thiy moi thir va c6 thé ndi bat cir ngdn ngt ndo. Thé gi6i ndy rat rong 16n, nhiéu lan c6 da ndi
vy, va hiu hét moi nguoi & cac nude khac déu néi duoc hai thir tiéng trd én. Hoc sinh hoc tiéng Tay Ban Nha ctia ¢6 ciiing van duoc khuyén khich
kham pha cac ngdn ngt khac.

Me Theodore hoc tiéng Tay Ban Nha sudt hai muroi ndim qua, nén ngay tir hoi niu gido cau da biét nhidu tir va cdu co ban. Nhiéu than chii clia me tir
Trung My dén va moi khi gip ho ¢ van phong, Theodore san sang thure hanh luén. Ho luon thay the that dé thuong.

C6 Monique ting khen Theodore c6 ning khiéu v& ngdn ngit, didu d6 cang tiép thém himg khéi cho cau chiu khé hoc hon. Méy dira hoc sinh hiéu ky
thurong yéu cau ¢6 “Co n6i gi ddy bang tiéng Dire.” Hay, “Tiéng Y.” C6 s& n6i, ¢6 diéu bao gior cling yéu cau ban hoc sinh Ay dimg 1én, n6i miy tir bang
chinh thir ngdn ngit d6. C6 lai cho diém thuong, cang khién hoc sinh nhiét tinh véi mdn ctia 6. Hau hét cac ban trong I6p Theodore déu biét may chuc
tir ctia vai thir tiéng khac. Aaron, ciu ban c6 me 1 ngudi Ty Ban Nha va bd i ngudi Biic, cho dén gio vn 1 nha ngdn ngit tai néing nhét. Nhung
Theodore da quyét tim s& bét kip cau ta. Sau mén Chinh tri, tiéng TAy Ban Nha 14 gioy hoc cau yéu thich, va ¢6 Monique ciing la gido vién yéu thich ciia
céu, ngay sau thiy Mount.

Mac du vdy, ngiy hom nay, Theodore thay khé long tap trung vao bai hoc. Ca 16p dang hoc dong tir trong tiéng TAy Ban Nha, that 1 nhimg 4m thanh té
ngit trong mt ngity nhur thé ndy va dAu 6¢ Theodore dang van vo du d6. Cau lo nghi vé April va cai ngay khing khiép ctia ¢b bé trén buc nhan chimg,

Céu khong thé hinh dung dugc 1di khing hoéng khi budc phai chon giita bb va me. Bén khi cb dep duoc chuyén April sang mdt bén, dAu 6¢ cau lai ban
16N v6i vu 4n giét ngurdi, va ciu nong 1ong chd dén ngay mai, dé dwoc xem phén trinh bay mé dau cia cac luat su.

Hau hét c4c ban cling 16p déu mo ¢6 duroc nhitng tim vé t6i xem céc churong trinh ca nhac va cac cude thi du Ion. Theodore Boone sbng vi cac vu xtr
hoanh trang,
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Tiét thir hai |y mon Hinh hoc cta ¢6 Garmen. ROi dén gios ra choi, sau do ca I6p trd vé phong hoc chinh véi ﬂqﬁy Mount va gi& hoc thi vi nhét trong ngay,
it nhat 14 theo y kién ctia Theodore. Thiy Mount ngoai ba muroi, tirng lam luat su trong mot cong ty khong 16 ¢ tru so trén toa nha choc troi ¢ Chicago.
Anh thiy I udt su. B thay, ong thiy ciing timg I ludt su, thdm phén. Du vy, do qua mét moi véi nhitng gio im viée kéo dai va ap hye ning né, thay
Mount d3, trm, bo cude. Tlny da tir bo ca dbng tién Ion Ay va tim duge cho minh cai gi d6 thiy thiy d4ng gi4 hon nhiéu. Thiy thich day hoc, va dau van
tur cho minh 1 Iut su, thiy coi I6p hoc quan trong hon phong xir 4n gép van lan.

Nho thﬁy rAt am hiéu v& luat nén tiét Chinh tri ctia thﬁy danh plﬁn nhiéu thoi gian thao ludn cac vu cu thé, cii ¢, mdi ¢, tham chi ca nhirng vu hu cAu
trén truyen hinh.

“Nao, cac chang trai” thiy md man sau khi hoc sinh 6n dinh cho ngdi. Thiy ludn goi hoc trd 1 “cac chang trai” va ddi véi cai tudi murdi ba ma n6i thi
khong c6 loi khen ngoi nao tuyét hon thé. “Ngay mai, thiy mudn cac em c6 mit lic 8 gio 15. Minh di xe buyt dén toa 4n va s& phai ngdi mdt chd lau
day Pay la mot budi thue nghiém, da dugc Hi¢u trudng duyét, nén cac em duge nghi cac tiét hoc khac. Nhé mang theo tién an trua, chiing ta an & quan
Pappy’s Deli. Aihoi gi khong?”’

Céc chang trai dang dong tai nghe nhu nubt timg 104, sur himg khoi 16 15 trén gurong .

“Ba 16 thi sao a?”” ai d6 hoi.

“Khong mang,” thdy Mount tra 10i. “Céc emkhong dugc mang gi vao trong phong xtr ca. An ninh chét lim. Hon nita, tir lau Bim rdi, ddy 1 phién xir toi
giet nguoi dau tién ¢ day. Con thac mac gi nira khong nao?”

“Bonemmiac gia?”

Tét ca cac con mit déu tir tir hudng sang Theodore, ca thly Mount ciing vdy.
Ai ciing biét Theodore danh thoi gian ¢ toa 4n con nhiéu hon khéi ludt su.
“Ao vest, ca vat, phai khong Theodore?” thiy Mount hoi.

“Khong, khong can dau. Nhu ching minh dang méc day k& 6n.”

“Tt 6. Con cau hoi ndo nita khong? Tot. Gio thé nay, thay da dé nghi Theodore dai loai 1 phac théo trinh tr céc viée s& dién ra tai tda ngiy nmi. Phac



50 dd phong xir, thanh phan tham duy cho chiing ta biét chiing ta dang tham gia vao céi gi. Nao Theodore!”

Laptop ciia Theodore da dugc nbi voi dau chiéu. Cau di lén trude 1op, bAm phim, va mot so do I6n hién ra trén man chiéu ky thuat s6 rong, “Pay I
phong xtr chinh” Theodore bit dau bang giong diéu chuén nhét cta mot ludt su trong cdu. Céu cam bt laze, huo huo chAm sang do cua n6 quanh so do.

“Trén cing, ngay chinh gitra day, la ghé bang, noi thim phan ngdi diéu khién phién toa. Khong 1o vi sao lai goi 1 ghé bang. Trong nd gidng mot chiée
ngai hon. Nhung thoi, ching ta van cir goi la ¢hé bang, ThAm phan ln ndy s& | Henry Gantry.” Theodore lai bim phim, mbt birc chin dung Ién cia
Thamphan Gantry hién ra. Ao ching den, mét gurom gudm. Theodore co bure anh lai, kéo n sang ghé thamphan Khi ngai thAm phan da yén vi trén
ghe caummtlep tuc, “Ngai Gantry lamthamphanda duoc hai muroi ndmnay, va chi chuyén cac vu hinh sy. Ong a mot quan toa kho tinh nhung duoc
héu hét cac ludt su quy trong.” Cham laze chuyen huéng ra gitta phong xur. “Déy la ban bén bi, noi 6ng Duffy, nguroi bi budc ti giét nguoi, s& ngdi.”
Theodore lai bm phim, va mjt tm anh den tréing cit ra tir béo hién ra. “Day la 6ng Duffy. Tudi 49, timg ly ba Duffy, ngudi di qua doi, va nhu ching
ta déu biét, ong Duffy bi cao budc da glet ba.” Theodore lai co anh, kéo n6 sang ban bén bi. “Luat su cua dng Duffy 1a Clifford Nance, c6 [ 1a luat s
bao chita mang hinh sy giéi nhit & ving ndy.” Luat su Nance hién ra trong mot tAm anh maw, v6i bd com 16 sAm va nu cudi tinh quai. Toc ong ta xam,
xoan dai. Bire anh ludt su Nance dugc thu nhé va dat canh birc anh than chi ctia 6ng. “Canh ban bén bi 1a ban bén nguyén. Pang dAubén nguyén la
Jack Hogan, moi ngudi ciing biét, ong 1 chanh 4n toa 4n quan.” Birc anh ctia 6ng Hogan hién ra vai gidy roi ciing duoc thu nho va dit vao chiéc ban
canh ban bén bi.

“Cau md d4u ra nhimg tim anh nay?” c6 ai d6 hoi.
“M&i nam, hoi uat s déu phat hanh nién giam ludt sur va thAm phén,” Theodore tra Ioi.
“C6 cau trong d6 chir?” Cau hoi khién my hoc sinh riic rich cudi.

“Khong dau. Trd lai nhé, s€ ¢ ca cac luat su va tro Iy ludt su khac ngéi tai hai ban, bén nguyén va bén bi. Khu wire nay thuong rat dong, O day, canh
phia bén ndy cia bén bi, 1 khu bdi tham doan. Khu niy ¢ mudi bon ghé - murdi hai ghé cho cac vi bdi thdm chinh thirc va hai ghé cho ngudi du khuyét.
Hau hét céc bang van ap dung boi thAm doan murdi hai ghé, tuy nhién c6 nhiéu hay it hon ciing ching c6 gi bt thudng ca. D sb luong thé nao, 1vi bude
i van phai dong thudn, it nhit a trong cdc vy xr an hinh syr. Ngudi ta chi dinh boi thdm dy khuyét trong trrong hop ¢6 vi ndo d6 bi 6mhay Véng mat

¢6 ly do hay gi do. Bmthamdoan]annay da dugc chon tir tuantnrorc nén ngdy mai ching ta s& khong phai theo doi phén nay. N6 clnnngat ayma.”
Chamlaze chuyén t6i mdt diém trude béng ghé. Theodore tiép tuc, “Thur ky toc ky ngdi chd nay. €6 c6 mit chiéc méy goi I méy toc ky. Trong thi gin
glong méy danh chi, nhung ky thue rat khéc. Cong viée ciia ¢d 1 ghi lai tirng 101 phét biéu trong subt phién xir. Nghe thi trdng khong thé kip, nhung ¢o
dy lam trong rét don gian. Sau do, co ay phai soan céi goi la bién ban guri tdi cac luat su va thamphan C6 nhing bién ban dai dén vai nghin trang”

Chim laze lai di chuyen “Conday, ke bén thur ky tdc ky va ngay bén dudi trude ban thAm phén | ghé nhan chimg, Nhéin chitng budc t6i ghé ndy, tuyén
thé chi n6i sur thét, r6i moi duoc ngdi.”

“Vay bon minh s& ngdi dau?”’

Cham laze chuyén t6i giita so d0. “Déy duoc goi ki vanh mong ngwa. Ciiing dimng hoi tai sao lai goi vay nhé. Vanh mong ngwa 1 hing rao bang gb ngin
cach ngudi xem voi khu vire xir an. Muoi hang ghé, ¢6 161 di & giita. Thuong thé 3 qué dii cho moi nguoi tdi xem, nhung phién xir toi ddy s& khéc.”
Cham laze chuyén t6i phia sau phong xir an. “Ngay ddy, phia trén miy hing ghé cudi, i ban cong véi ba ghé bang dai. Ching ta s& ngdi & ban cong,
nhung dimg lo. Chiing ta s& nghe va thiy hét moi thir.”

“Con cau hoi ndo nita khong?”” thiy Mount hoi.
Céc cau hoc trd van ngo tran tran vao so do. “Ai s& mo man?” ai d6 hoi.

Theodore dom budc qua lai. “trm, Tudt sir bén nguyén c6 trach nhiém chimg minh t6i trang, nén phai néu céo trang trude. Sang mai, viée dau tién ching
ta thiy s& i luat su bén nguyén bude Ién phat biéu trude bdi thim doan. Thil tuc ndy goi 1 tuyén bd md man. Ong s& trinh bay Iy 18 bén nguyén. Tiép
dén, luat su bén bj ciing kim turong tur. Sau do, bén nguyén bt dau cho goi nhan chimg. Moi ngudi cling biét r6i, 6ng Duffy durgc cho i vo i, nén viée
cua bén nguyén la chimg minh ong 4y ¢6 t0i, va Iy 1§ ctia ho phai vrot qua dugc nghi van hop Iy. Ong ay khang khéng n6i minh v0 t01 diéu nay trén thue
t& khong thudng hay xy ra. Khoang tam muoi plnn trdm ngudi bi cdo bude giét ngudi cudi cing deu nhdn i, vi thye t& 13 ho c6 toi. Hai muoi phn
trdmcon lai ra toa, va roi chin muoi phén trim s6 ndy bi chimg minh ¢6 toi. Vi thé mot bi céo t0i giét nguodi ma cudi ciing khong bi chimg minh 1 ¢ i
thi rét hiém”

“B minh nghi 6ng 4y ¢6 01, Brian noi.

“Nhiéu ngudi ciing nghii vay,” Theodore noi.

“Cau da theo doi bao nhi€u phién toa r6L Theodore?”

“Minh khong 3. May chyc.”

Vichua ban nao trong s6 murdi am cdu trd con lai trong 10p timg ¢ mit & mt phong xtr 4n nén con sb Ay gan nhur ngoai stre trong trong. Theodore
ticp tyc: “Voi bat ky ai trong cac cu hay xem i vi, thi dimg trong doi ¢6 man phao hoa nhé. Mot phién toa ngoai doi thye rat khac, khong phai la gay
can lim déu. S€ khong c6 nhin chimg bat ngo, khong c6 nhitng man ket t6i day kich tinh, khong c6 nhirmg cudc tranh tung nay lira gita cac ludt su. Con
trong phién xur lan ndy, khong c6 nhén chimg chimg kién tan mat vu giét nguoi. Nghia 1, moi chimg cir ctia bén nguyén déu mang tinh suy dien. Moi
ngudi s& duoc nghe nhitu dén tir nay, dac biét la tir ong Cufford Nance, luat su bao chita bén bi. Ong dy s& bamsat yéu to bén nguyén khong c6 bang
chimg truc tiép, rang moi thir chi la suy dién.”” “Minh van thay lo mo,” ai d6 noi.

“Nghiia I chimg ctr chi i gian tiép, khong phai truc tiép. Vidu, cau c6 di xe dap dén truong khong?”



“Co.”
“Thé cau c6 xich n6 vao gia dé xe gan cot co khong?”
“Co.”

“Vay, néu chiéu nay tan hoc, cau ra chd cot cd, va xe cau da bién miét, xich bi cat, thi cau c6 bang chimg gian tiép 12 ai d6 daan cap chiéc xe. Khong ai
trong’ thiy tén trom, nén khong co bang chimg truc tlep Va ta cir cho i dén hom sau, canh sat tim thiy xe cu & mot hicu cam do trén phd Raleigh, noi
ndi tleng chuyén ban xe dap an cap Chu tiém cung cap cho canh sat mot cai tén, ho diu tra va tim ra mot g c6 tién st an cdp xe dap. Lic nay, thong
qua dan chimg gién tiép, ciu co thé khoi kién ring tén nay | ké trom chiée xe ctia cau. Khong hé c6 chimg cir truc tiép, ma chi 1 suy dién.”

Ngay ca thdy Mount ciing dang gt gii. Thay i tur van luat cho Doi Hung bién khdi TAm, va chéng hé ngac nhién, Theodore Boone 1 ngdi sao ctia thiy.
Thay chua bao & c6 ciu trd ndo nhay bén théng minh lanh loi dén thé.

“Cam on Theodore,” thdy Mount Ién tiéng, Ca viéc em lo dugc chd cho Iop trong budi nita.”
“Viéc d6 khong co gi a,” Theodore tra 11 khong khoi tir hao khi vé chd.

Péy I mot Iop uru ti cia mot trurong cong c6 tiéng, Justin trude gidy van 1 van dong vién xuat sic nhét, dii cdu co thé chura boi nhanh dugc nhu Brian.
Ricardo thi chdp tit ca trong hai mdn golf va tennis. Edward choi cello, Woody ghi ta dién, Darren trong, Jarvis kén trumpet. Joey ¢6 chi s6 IQ cao nhat
va ndm nio ciing 1 hoc sinh gioi. Chase Ja nha khoa hoc dién 10, ic ndo ciing nhu chre imnd tung phong thi nghiém. Aaron néi tiéng Tay Ban Nha
theo me, tiéng e theo bd, va di nhién 14 ca tiéng Anh. Brandon sang sém di dura bao, mua ban chimg khoén Online, va dur dinh s& trd thanh ti phi ddu
tién ctia 16p.

TAt nhién, van con hai cdu chang chura c6 gi sang stia, va mit ¢ dién trién vong,
Lép tham chi con ¢6 luét sur riéng, voi thiy Mount ddy 1 Jin d4u tién.
Ban dang doc truyén Lugt Sw Nhi dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon ¢ Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 3

Vin phong Cong ty ludt Boone & Boone dit tai mdt ngbi nha cli da dugc cai tao trén ph‘é Park, cach phé Main ba doan duong va mudi phit di bo dén
toa an. Quanh day ciling c6 rat nhi€u ludt su, va toan bd cac ngdi nha trén con phd nay déu da trd thanh van phong ludt, kién tric, ké toan, k¥ su.

Cong ty c6 hai luat sw, 6ng Boone va ba Boone, 14 hai cong sur ngang hang theo moi nghiia ctia tir nay. Ong Boone, b ctia Theodore, méi bude sang
tudi ndm mroi, nhung trong gia hon rat nhiéy, ft nhét 1 theo suy nghi thim kin ctia Theodore. Tén ong la Woods, mot cai tén ma Theodore c6 cam giac
hop dé 1am ho hon. Nhur Tiger Woods, golf thi. Hay James Woods, dién vién. Theodore van thudng tim kiém xem c6 ai ciing tén Woods nita khong,
méc dii cdu khong hén quéa ban tim téi chi tiét hoi khé chiu ndy. Theodore luon cd khong nghi vin vo vé nhimg thir ngoai tim kiém soat ctia cau.

Woods Boone. Dbi ltic, Theodore phét 4m nhanh céi tén 4y va né chéch di 1 “woodspoon” (thia mdc). Cau di tra va thiy thia moc khong hin a mot
tir, nhung cau nghi n6 nén duge coi | mdt tir. Thia mé im bang gd goi 1 thia gd co, khong phai 1 thia mdc. Nhung ¢ ai ding thia gd khong nhi? Sao
phai quan tim téi chuyén tam phao nhu thé chir? Du sao thi, nhu | mot thoi quen buc minh mi ngudi ta khong thé pha bo, Theodore van nghi vé thia
mde mdi khi cau bude t6i trude ctra phong bd va nhin tén 6ng khiic bang murc den.

Vin phong ctia 6ng Boone trén tang hai, budc 1én vai bac thang op ep duoc phii tim tham 6 mau, xo xac. Ong Boone & mdt minh trén gac hai, vi canh
phu nit bén dudi diy 6ng lén ddy Vi hai ly do. Thir nhat, ong i nguoi bura bai, van phong ctia 6ng khong khac mdt cdi xac tau, méc du Theodore rat
thich n6. Thir hai, chudng tai gai mét hon nhleu, 13 6ng Boone hit tau, nhung lai thich dong ctra kin va tht quat trAn ma hit khién cho bau khong khi sic
sua mili huong ndng niic ctia loai thube ma bét chot ngiy hom dé 6 ong thiy khodi. Khoi thudc ciing khong lam phién Theodore, niic dit cau thue su lo
ling cho strc khoe ciia bd. Ong Boone khong thude dién quan tam dén ngoai hinh. Ong it tap huyén nén ngudi hoi phat tudng. Ong lam viée cat lyc
nhung hé roi viin phong I bo lai hét céc ric r6i ding sau, khong gidng vi uat swr cong sy clia minh, me ciia Theodore.

Ong Boone I luat sur bat dong san, mi theo suy nghi ctia Theodore, day 1 mang t¢ nhat nhét trong cac finh vire udt. BS céu khong bao gior dén toa an,
chura bao gior tranh tung trrdc quan tda, chua timg doc co trang trde boi thamdoan, va dudng nhu cling chua bao gio roi khoi van phong. Thre té,
ong van thurong tur coi minh i “luét su ban gidy”, va c6 vé hai long v6i kiéu goi dy. Han nhién, Theodore ngudng m) b minh, nhung cau khong c6 y dinh
khéa chit sy nghiép trong mdt vin phong ndo do. Khong, thura ngai. Theodore da dinh s& tién théng vao phong xir 4n.

Vi 6ng Boone ¢ mdt minh trén tang hai nén vin phong cua 6ng vo cung d6 so. Nhirg gia sach dai odn minh chay doc hai méng tdng, hai mang con lai
1 b6 suu tap ngdy cang banh truéng nhimg bire anh 10ng khung md ta céc viée trong dai cua gia dinh nha Woods - bat tay cac chinh khach, chyp hinh
V6i cac luat gia trong budi gip g ctia gioi luat, van van. Theodore da ngamvan phong cta vai ludt sur khéc trong thi trén - cau hay king xang, suc sao tim
dén nhimg canh cira rong mo - va Theodore phat hién ra ring céc ludt sur déu thich giang dAy nhitng birc anh nhur thé & khiip trong, bén canh nhitng tim
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bang t6t nghigp, bang khen hay gidy chimg nhén hoi vién clia cdu lac b ndy kia. Birc twong Trien im Ca nhan, me cdu thuong ché nhao nhur vy, vi
tuong trong phong me thirong dé trong, chi treo may bure tranh nghé thudt hién dai day bi an.

Theodore g5 coc coe coe 10i ddy cira bude Vao. M3i chiéu, sau gid hoc, cau déu phéi dén chao bd me, trir khi cau lai ban ron dau do. BS cau ngdi mot
minh sau chiéc ban c6 ngdn ngdbn cac chdng gidy to. Ong lie ndo cting chi ¢6 mot minh vi cac than chu hiém khi ghé qua. Ho chi goi dién hodc giri cac
thtr qua buu dién, hodc fax, hoac email, ho khong can dén tan Boone & Boone dé duoc tr Van.

“Chao bd,” Theodore quing minh xudng ghé.

“M6t ngaty hoanh trang ¢ trudng chir hir?” bd cau hoi, ngiy ndo ciing van ciu diy.

“Ciing 6n a. Hiéu trrdng cho bon con di thire nghiém & tda vao ngiy mai. Sang nay, con da gip Thim phan Gantry, va bac 4y hira s& cho bd tri chd &
ban cong,”

“Thé 1a t6t con gi. Bon con may mén ddy. Ca nira thi trdn ndy s& don vé ddy.”

“Bd ¢ dinh di khong?”

“Bd 4? Khong,” 6ng Boone tra 1, phiy tay vao miy chdng ho so, nhur thé ching doi hoi dng phai quan tim dén ching ngay lap tirc. Theodore d nghe
lom durge bo me cu ndi chuyén, ho the s& khong ghé qua phien toa xur 01 gict nguoi. Ban than ho 1 nhimg lut su ban ron, va xemra, phi thoi gian di
xem phién xét xr ctia nguoi khac thi chang ra lam sao. Nhung Theodore biét thira, cling nhur moi ngurdi trong thi tran ndy thoi, bo me cling muon dén do.
B4 cau, ca me nita tuy it hon, mdi khi tranh lim viée gi lai vién ¢6 dang c6 qua nhiéu wu phdi lo.

“Vu xir s& mat bao lau a?” Theodore hoi.

“Thy ngudi ta khio nhau i ¢6 1§ mdt tudn.”

“Con nhét dinh 3 mubn xem toan tap.”

“Pung hong nghi dén chuyén d6, Theodore. BS da n6i chuyén véi ThAm phan Gantry. Neu thiy con trong phong xtr trong lic déng ra con phai & truong,
bac dy s& cho dumng phién toa, goi bén thira hanh toi hét con d1 ngay. Bb s& khong ndp tién béo lanh dira con ra khoi phong giam dau. Con cir viée ngdi
méy ngdy trong ddy v6i méy tay anh chi va bon nghién ngp.”

Noi dén ddy, ong Boone nhic tau Ién, cham mt mdi va bt dau nha khéi. Ca hai nhin nhau trén tran. Theodore khong chac ¢ phai bd dia khong,
nhung rd rang trong mét dng hoan toan nghiém tic. Ong véi Tham phan Garitry 1a cho ban be cii. “Bo dua thoi phai khong?”” cudi cting Theodore cat 101
hoi.

“M6t phan thoi. Chic bd van s& kéo con ra khoi nha giam, nhung qua that bd da n6i chuyén véi ThAm phan Gantry r6i diy.”

Theodore dang nghi cach dé xem bang duoc vu xir ma khong bj Thim phan Gantry phét hién. Vu cip hoc thi khong khé khin gi

“Thoi, bién ndo,” dng Boone béo. “Lam cho xong bai v di.”

“Véng, con chao bd.”

Xubng cau thang, trdn ngay cira tru6e 1 mOt phu nir gia nua gAn bang cai vin phong nay. Tén ba I Elsa. Ho ba 1 Miller, nhung day 1 diéu cAm ky dbi
v6i Theodore va bat ctr ai. Bat ké tudi tac ctia minh, ma cting khong ai bict chic ba bao nhi€u tubi, ba khing khang doi goi 1 Elsa. Dt ngudi goi ba moi

murdi ba tudi. Elsa lam viée cho nha Boone tir rét lau trude khi Theodore chao doi. Ba lim I8 tan, thu ky, quan Iy vin phong, va ca tu van ludt khi can.
Ba diéu hanh cong ty nay, va doi lic budc phai im trong ti cho nhimg cudc cdi va, bat dong nho nho gitta luat sur Boone tang trén va ludt su Boone

tAng dudi.

Elsa con a mbt ngudi rit quan trong trong cude song ctia ca ba ngudi nha Boone. Theodore coi ba nhur mdt ngudi ban, mdt ngudi tin cén.

“Chau chao Elsa,” cdu dirmg budc bén ban ciia ba va sin sang dm ba.

Ba dimg bat day khoi ghé, tran diy strc sbng nhur van thé, va 6m siét By cau.

R&i nhin cau, ba hoi, “Khéng phéi chiu méc cai 40 nay hom thir Sau sa0?” “Khong a.” Ma qua 1 vay.

“Béc nghi chau da n¥ic nd.”

“Bac nhdm i, Elsa.” Ba van thuong nhin xét vé trang phuc ctia Theodore, ma, ddi voi mdt ciu trai muoi ba tu01, diéu nay that phién phirc. Tuy vay, no
cing khién Theodore phai dé y. Ai do lic ndo ciiing quan sat va ghi chép, va Theodore thurdng nghii vé Elsa mdi khi ciu quing quang miic quan 40 vao

moi sang. Mot théi quen buc minh cdu khdng bd duoc.

Ngay nhu ti 40 quﬁn cta ba cling la mot huyén thoai. Ba thép, dang dap rét nho - “c6 thé mic bat cir thir g, me cau timg n6i di n6i lai nhiéu lan -
nhung ba thich d6 bé mau toi. Hom nay, ba méc quan da mau den cting chiée 4o len mau xanh 14 cdy trong hop mot mdt cach la ky khién Theodore Lién



twong dén cay méng tdy. Méi toc xam cét ngin clia ba bong murot, chéi chudt. oi méit kinh cua ba, nhur thudng &, tiép méu véi trang phyc - hom nay B
mau Ia cdy. Elsa ¢6 thé [a bat ¢t gi, nhung khong bao gio t€ nhat. Co thé ba sdp bay muroi, nhung cai cach ba tién téi cai tudi ay khong hé lang 8.

“Me chau c6 trong d6 khong?” Theodore hoi.

“C6, ma ctra van mo ddy.” Elsa tr6 lai ghé ngdi. Theodore dom bude di.
“Chau camon.”

“Ban chéu goi dén ddy.”

“Aia?”

“Cau ta n6i tén B Sandy va bao c6 thé s& ghé qua.”

“Vanga.”

Theodore di doc hanh lang. Cau dimg lai trrde mdt canh cira va chao Dorothy, thu ky phong bat dong san, mot phy nir tir t& nhung chan ngit nhur chinh
6ng chii trén tang ctia minh. Cau lai dimg tnrde mdt canh cira khac va chao Vince, nhan vién tu van ludt JAu ndm, tro t4 cho ba Boone.

Marcella Boone dang c6 dién thoai khi Theodore bude vao va ngdi xudng ghe Bin ctia ba, lam bang kinh va chrome, dugc bay bién gon gang, ca mit
ban hau nhur con tréng, mdt hinh anh tréi nguge véi chiée ban trén phong chong ba. Ho so céc vu dang thy Iy ndm ngay ngiin tréno chiéc gia sau lung.
Moi thir chd ndo vao chd ddy, trir co dbi gidy khong mang trén chin ba ma xép canh ddy. D6 la doi gidy cao got, theo cach hiéu ciia Theodore thi didu
d6 c6 nghia ba da ¢ toa an ca ngdy. Ba dang n¥ic trang phyc ¢ phong xtr 4n - juyp va vest mau man chin. Me cau lic nao cling xinh dep va chinh t&,
nhung dao ndy me con ¢b ging xinh dep va chinh t& hon nita mdi khi dén toa 4n.

“Dan 6ng ¢ thé trong nhur miy tén ngde,” ba da ndi thé rat nhidu kin. “Nhung lai luon doi phy nir trong phai ra dang, Cong bang kiéu gi vay?”

Elsa lubn dong tinh cho réng nhur véy that khong cong bang.

Su that 1 ba Boone thich tiéu tién vao &0 quan va thich trng xinh dep. Ong Boone lai chéing chit quan tim t6i thoi trang, va lai cang it quan tim dén sy
ngan ndp. Ong chi hon ba ba tudi, nhung vé tinh than thi gia hon ba dén ca thap ky.

Vo liic ndy déy, ba Boone dang trao ddi voi mot vi thim phén, ngwoi ndy lai dang bat dong voi ba. Khi cubi cing cling dt duge chiée dign thoai xudng,
thai d9 ctia ba thay doi rat nhanh. Ba mim cudi, “Chao con trai. Homnay con thé nao?” “Tuyét a. Me thi sao a?”’

“Van thé. O trudng c6 gi hay ho khong?”
“Chi 1 mai ¢6 budi thire nghiém, duyr thinh mdt phién toa. Me ¢6 dén khong?”

Ba da lic dau ndi khong, “Me c6 budi diéu tran lic 10 gid trude ong Thim phan Stanford. Me c6 mdt dbng viée, khong ngdi dong tai mdt phién toa
duoc.”

“Bd bao bd da n6i chuyén véi Tham phan Gantry, hai ngudi d 1én hin mot ké hoach hong tach con khéi vu xir. Me ¢6 tin ndi khong?”
“Hén i me ciing hy vong nhur vay. Viée hoc phai duoc wu tién hing dau.”

“Me, 6 trurong chan im Con thich mbi hai mon thoi. My thir khéc chi phi thoi gian.”

“Me s& ching bao gio ndi hoc hanh 14 phi pham.”

“Con c6 thé hoc nhiéu hon tir phong xir.”

“C6 thé, nhung nay mai con s& ¢6 co hoi danh rét nhidu thoi gian & d6. Con bay gio, ching ta tap trung vao 1op Tam OK?”

“Con dang tinh tham gia my khoa Iudt Online. C6 mdt trang web rat hay voi miy thir ciing ra tro.”

“Cung 3, con chura du stre vao trurong Luat dau. Ching ta da néi chuyén ny rdi. Hay tan huong Ip Tam, rdi hoan thinh bac trung hoc, rdi hon nita.
Gid con van Ia mdt cau nhéc, ding khong? Vay cur vui vé lam mdt céu nhoc di.”” Theodore nhin vai, khong néi gi.

“Thoi nao, gid' con lam cho xong bai vor di.”

Pién thoai ctia ba d6 chudng, Elsa dang nbi mdt cude goi quan trong khac. “Me xin 161, Ctn cung, va hdly mim cuoi di ndo,” ba Boone néi. Theodore

nhe nhang roi khoi van phong. Cau mang ba 16 xuyén qua phong photo, van hdn don nhur thé, ri tim dudng xuyén qua hai phong hru trit noi chét day
nhitng thing 16n ho so.

Theodore biét chéic minh  cau hoc sinh lop Tam duy nhét & Strattenburg c6 van phong ludt riéng. D6 1 mot gian nhd nhur chiéc hop duoc ai do coindi
tir thap ky trurde, va trude khi Theodore tiép quan, cong ty ding né dé cat nhiing cuon sach luat cfi rich 101 thoi. Ban lam viée ctia cau khong c6 ngin



kéo, khong dugc tinh twrom nhur ban cta me nhung gon gang hon nhiéu so v6i ban ctia bd. Ghé ngdi la chiéc ghé xoay cii mém cau vét vat duoc tir dong
ddng nat vao cai an bd me nang cAp thur vién gan chd ctia Elsa.

Negdi trén chiée ghé 4y I chia cho Judge. M3i ngiy n6 déu c6 mit & van phong, ngi nghé hoac lang & lang thang day do, ¢b hét strc tranh moi nguoi vi
ho Ic ndo ciing ban ron. N6 thudng bi dudi ¢d khoi cac cude hop. Cubi ngiy, n6 tho thin trd vé vin phong ctia Theodore, tréo 1én ghé ngdi doi.

“Chao Judge,” Theodore vira noi vira xoa dau n6. “Hom nay c¢6 gi ban khong?”

Judge nhay xudng san, dudi ngody tit, ra diéu mimg 13. Theodore an toa noi chiéc ghé bo ba 16 Ién ban. Cau nhin quanh phong. Trén mdt birc tuong, cau
dan tam poster lon ctia doi Twins ctng lich thi dau ctia ho trong miia giai ny. Theo cau hi€u, cau la c6 dong vién duy nhat cua Twins ¢ thi tran ndy.
Minnesota cach xa mdt nghin ddm va Theodore chua tirng dén d6. Cau ung ho doi Twins vi & Strattenburg khong ai lam vay. Cau chon Twins tir may
nam trude va gid van gan bo véi ho bang mdt 1ong trung thanh sau sac da dugc kiem nghiém qua thoi gian.

Trén bur twong khac la birc chan dung biém hoa Ién ctia Theodore Boone, Iut sur hanh nghé, mic com I va deo ca vat, dang dimg ¢ toa an. Lo limg
trén dau nhén vét, khong chéch mdt 1i, 1a chiéc bua va dong chit “Bac bd!” Phia sau, cac vi boi tham nghiéng nga cudi nhao Theodore. Trén goc phai
phia dudi bire tranh, hoa si nguéch ngoac tén minh, April Finnemore. C6 bé da vé& tang Thepdore birc biém hoa mdt nam trudc, nhan dip sinh nhat cau.
Udc mo ctia c6 bay gio 1a bay tdi Paris, va danh phan doi con lai vé phong canh duong pho.

M6t canh cira dén t6i hang hién nhd nhin ra manh san sau réi s6i duoc ding laim chd db xe.

Nhur thuong 16, Theodore 16i cac thir trong ba 10 ra va bt dAu im bai vé nha. Cau phai lim xong trude i an ti, theo ding quy dinh kha cing nhéc do
b me dit ra tir khi cau vao 16p Mot. Tinh trang hen suyén ngiin ciu choi cac mdn thé thao dong doi ma cau tha thiét mudn tham gia nhung lai gdp phan
dambao cho cac diém A ctia cdu ¢ trrong, Bao nam qua, cdu budc long chap nhan sy that rang thanh tich hoc tap cua minh la sy bu dép ximg dang cho
nhirg cudc choi cdu bd 15. Du sao, cdu cling ¢ thé choi golf, cau va bo co lich choi hing tuan vao 9 gio sang thir Bay.

C6 tiéng gb trén cira sau. Judge dang ndm trong 6 dudi gim ban, khd gim gir.

Sandy Coe cing 14 hoc sinh I6p Tam truong trung hoc, nhung khic 16p. Theodore ’biét cu ta s so. Sandy la mot cau trai hién hoa, it n6i. Cau mubn dén
16i chuyén va Theodore moi cu t6i van phong cta minh. Sandy ngbi vao chicc ghC duy nhat con lai, mjt chicc ghe gap Theodore dung 6 goc. Khi ca
hai ng6i vao cho, can phong da thanh ra chat chdi.

“Ching minh n6i chuyén riéng duoc khong?”” Sandy hoi. Cau t vé ngwong nging, lo Bing,

“Chéc chin roi. Chuyén gi ndo?”

“Unn, minh nghi minh cn mot 11 khuyén. Thue ra, minh khong hiéu sy tinh Eim nén cn tim ai d6 n6i chuyén.”

Theodore, nha tur van, néi, “Minh dam bao bét ctr diéu gi cau n6i ra s& duoc gitt bi mét.”

“Pugc. Thé nay nhé, bd minh mét viée tix méiy thang trude, va, rm, moi chuyén trong nha tré' nén kha t€.” Cau ngung lai, chd Theodore n6i gi do.

“Minh it ie.”

“Va ti hom qua, bd me minh c6 cude néi chuyén gay git & trong bép, ma déng & minh khong nén nghe. Nhung minh khong dimg duogc. Cau hiéu tich
bién 1a gi khong?”

“Biét.”
“N6 1a gi vay?”

“Ngiy nay ¢6 rat nhidu dang tich bién. Nghiia i khi mdt ngudi c6 nha ma khong thanh toan dugc tién thé chip vay mua nha thi ngén hang s& thu hdi ngdi
nha do.”

“Minh chang hiéu tf teo ndo.”

“OK. N6 I thé nay.” Theodore vo mdt quyén sach, dat én giita ban. “Gia sir day Ia cén nha cau rmén mua. N6 ¢6 gia mit tramngan d6 la, va vi cau
khong c6 mdt triim ngan, cu dén ngén hing hoi vay tién.” Theodore dat mdt quyén vo bén canh quyén sach. “Pay 1 ngén hang ”

“Hiéu roi.”

“Ngan hang cho ciu vay mjt trim ngin ndy, va gior cau c6 thé mua cin nha tir nguoi ban. Cau dong ¥ phéi tra ngan hang, gia sir a ndm traim d6 la mot
thang, trong vong ba muroi nam.”

“Ba nuroi ndamu?”
“U. Péy la hop dong thong thudng, Ngan hang tinh thém mot khoan phi cho vay goi i 1 suét - va thé 1 mdi thang, cau tra mot phan ciia mdt trim ngin,

cgf)ng thém mdt khoan tién Bi. Viy 1a ai ciing duge \{iéc. Caunua fiuoc cdn nha ciu mubn, con ngan hang kiém duoc tién tir khoan 1i kia. Moi thtt déu
tot dep cho dén khi cé chuyén xay ra, cau khong thé thanh toan tién vay hang thang.”



“Vay tién thé chip vay mua nha i gi?”

“Déy, hop dong kiéu minh vira n6i 1 thé chip vay nua nhd. Ngin hang ¢6 quyeén véi ngdi nha chimg ndo khoan vay chura duoc tra hét. Khi cau khong
tra dugc tién gdc va 13 hing thang, ngén hang c6 quyén t6i thu hdi nha. Nigan hang da cau ra va sé hitu ngdi nha. Céi do6 goi  tich bién.” Theodore dat
quyén vé trim Ién, che kin quyén séch.

“Lic ho n6i chuyén bon minh phai don di, me minh chi khoc. Nha minh da ¢ day tir khi minh ra doi.”

Theodore md laptop, bat ngudn 1én. “That khing khiép,” cu n6i. “Dao gin ddy, chuyén nay thurong xuyén xiy ra.”

Sandy ciii gim, tréng gan nhur suy sup “Tén bd cau i gi?”

“Thomas. Thomas Coe.”

“‘Conme?”

“Evelyn.”

Theodore hoi nhat girng, “Dia chi nha cau?”” “814 Bennington.”

Lai nhét gimg, Ca hai cting doi, chot Theodore thdt 1én, “Oi troi.”

“Givay?”

“D6 | Negfin hang Security Trust, & pho Main. Muoi bon nim truée, bd me cAu vay mdt tréim hai muoi ngan d la trong ba muroi ném. Da bon théing nay
nha céu chura thanh toan tién hang thang,” “Bon thang u?”

qy
“Nhitng c4i ndy déu ¢6 trén mang sao?”’

“U, nhung khong phai ai ciing tim droc.” “Sao cau lim duge?”

“Cé cach ma. Nhiéu van phong luat tra phi dé duoc truy cap mot mang dir libu ndo do. Hon nita, minh ciing biét cach dao sau hon mdt chut.”
Sandy tham chi con cti gim thdp hon, va ic dau. “Vay I nhi minh s& mét nha sao?”

“Khong han.”

“Y chu 14 sa0? Bb minh ¢6 di im dau.”

“Con mot cach ngin vu tich bién, cam cur voi ngan hang, gitr ngdi nha mdt thoi gian, 6 thé 1 dén ic bd cau di lam o lai.” Sandy trong day hoang
mang.

“Céu tirg nghe dén tinh trang pha san chira?” Theodore hoi.
“C6 168 16i, nhung minh khong hiéu.”

“N6 I hya chon duy nhét ctia nha cAu hign nay. B me cAu phéi xin dé xuét bao ho pha san. Nghia 1 b me cau phai thué huat s dai dién dé don lén
Phong an Luat Pha san.”

“Phi thué luat su mét bao nhiéu?”
“Purng lo chuyén d6. Quan trong la di gap luat su.”
“Cau khong thé am chuyén do sao?”

“Tiéc I khong, BS me minh ciing khong phéi | luat sur v& phé san. Nhung c6 mot ngudi cach dAy hai nha, Steve Mozingo, chit &y k ngwosi rét t6t. BS
me minh thudng gidi thiéu khach hang sang day. Ho rat thich chi ay.”

Sandy viét nguéch ngoac cai tén ra gidy. “Va cau nghi bon minh c6 thé giir duoc cin nha?”
“U, nhung b me cau phai di gip nguoi ndy cang sém cang tot.”
“Cam on cau, Theodore. Minh khong biét phai n6i sao.”

“Khong c6 gi. Gitip duge 1a minh vui 0L, Sandy voi va vot qua ctra, nhu thé mubn bay vé& nha v6i mdt tin tt Inh. Theodore nhin cAu ban ]éy xe i mht
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Chuwong 4

Lic 5 gio'kém 15, ba Boone mjt tay camho so, tay kia tap tai lidu, bude vao vin phong ctia Theodore. “Theodore,” ba goi, cap kinh tring tré ngang
song milii. “Con c6 thé chay dua may thir ndy qua Phong an Gia dinh d€ ho kip luu trudc ndm gio duge cha?”

“Puroc 2.
Theodore bat day, véi iy ba 16. Cau van ludn mong tir mdt goc ndo d6 trong cong ty ndy, cd ngudi can giri gi d6 sang toa an.
“Bai tap ctia con xong roi chir, phai khong?”

“Vang, Khong c6 nhiéu bai ima.”

“Tbt. Va homnay I thir Hai. Con s& t6i thiam bac Ike, nhd khong? Pidu d6 rét ¢6 v nghia dbi voi bac dy day.”

Mbi ngiy thir Hai trong doi cdu, Theodore déu’du’qc me nhic d6 I thir Hai, (?iéu ndy mang hai y nghia: mot la, Theodore phai danh it nhét ba muoi phit
voi bac Ike, va hai I, bita t0i hom do dn mdén Y & nha hang Robilio. Va chuyén dén nha hang Robilio c6 phan tha vi hon.

“Véng, thua sép,” Theodore vira ndi vira cho tai liéu vao ba 16. “Con s& gip bb me & Robilio.”

“Phai rdi, con yéu, bay gio.”

“Con biét rdi a,” cu n6i, doan md ctra sau ra. Theodore diin Judge réng CcAu s& troy vé trong it phut nita.

Bita ti ludn vao lic 7 gid. An & nha, chuyén nay cunghlemwme caukhongtlnchnauan, ho an lic 7 gio. An ngoai hing, lic 7 gio. Trong ky nghi, 7 gio.
Khi dén thiim nha ban b, ho khongthe it lich sy goi y v& gid an, nhungwtat ca ban bé ho déu biét 7 gior quan trong nhu thé ndo dbi v6i nha Boone
nén cling chiéu ho. Thl thoang 15m, khi Theodore qua dém & nha ban hodc di cdm trai hodc khong c6 mat & thi trAn vi ly do nao day, cAurt lay lam
khoai chi dugce &n toi trude hodc sau 7 gio.

Nam phit sau, Theodore dung xe trude toa an, khoa xich lai. Phong an Gia dinh trén tAng ba, canh Phong Di chiic, ciing hanh lang véi Phong Hinh sur.
Con rat nhi€u phong an khac trong tda nha - Giao thong, Bat ddng san, Ma tly, Stic vat, Dan sy, Phd san, ma ¢6 1€ con mdt hai phong x(r 4n ndo nita
ma Theodore chua phat hién ra.

Céu hy vong gap dugc April, nhung ¢b bé khong & d6. Phong xir trong khong, Céc hanh lang ving ngit.

Céaumo canh cira kinh phong thu ky va budc vao. Jenny ngudi dep dang doi. “A, chiao Theodore,” ¢6 nd nu cudi tuoi roi, roi mit khoi chiée may tinh
dat trén cai ban dai va ngudc nhin én.

“Chao chi, Jenny,” cau dap lai. C6 rt xinh dep, tré trung va Theodore thl_IC‘ sur phai long c6. Cau s& cudi ¢ ngay ngay IZB,i néu c6 thé, nhung tubi ciia
cdu cong voi anh chong c6 ding 14 chuyén nan giai. Chra k€, ¢6 dang c6 bau, va diéu nay khién Theodore phien long, dau vay cau khong hé rang voi
bat ky ai.

“Me em giri c4i nay” Theodore dua ra xép gidy td. Jenny nhan Ay, xem qua mdt I, roi thot Ién, “Oi troi, lai ly v6i cha di.”

Theodore ngim ngudi con gai iy khong chop mt.

C6 déng dau, nguéch ngoac miy chit, rdi bt dau vao so theo doi.

Theodore chi ngim nhin ¢6.

“Chi c6 t6i phién xir ngaty mai khong?”” cudi cling, cau cat 101 hoi.

“C6 thé chi ghé qua néu tranh thi duge. Con em?”

“C6. Emdang mong day.”
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“Chéc s& tha vi, nhi?”

Theodore nghiéng ngudi gin hon mot chit rdi n6i, “Chi nghi ong ta ¢6 toi chir?”

Jenny nghiéng ngurdi thdm chi con gin hon liéc nhanh xung quanh nhur thé bi mét ctia ho rét hé trong. “Chéc chéin rdi. Em thi sao?”
‘O thi, 6ng ta dugc cho 1a vo t61.”

“Emda danh qua nhiéu thoi gian lang vang khp chd nay, Theodore. Chi hoi emnghi gi co ma, c6 ghi lai vao bién ban dau.”
“Emnghi 6ng ta ¢o toi.”

“Cuing cho xem, nhé?”” C6 trao cho Theodore mdt nu cudi voi, i quay lai [am ndt cong vic.

“Cho embiét, J enny. Phién sém nay, vu nha Finnemore y, hinh nhur xong dia?”

C6 nhin quanh day vé nghi ngai, nhur thé ho khong dugc phép trao ddi vé mdt vu con dang xir. “Thédm phan Sanford cho tam ngimg lic 4 gio> chiéu nay,
101 sang sang mai xu tiép.”

“Chi ¢6 6 trong phong xit khong?”’

“Khong. Sao em lai hoi, Theodore?”

“Em hoc ctng April Finnemore. B me ban 4y Iy hon. Em chi to md thoi.” “Chi hiéu rdi,” Jermy budn ba nhiu my.

Theodore lai tran trdn ngim Jenny. “Chéo em, Theodore.”

Cudi sanh, phong xir da khéa. Mot nhan vién bao vé toa an khong mang sing ma mang dti cui, méic bd dong phuc 1nga mau, dang t6i gAn cira chinh.
Theodore biét tat ca cac vi quan khim sai noi day, va nguorl nay, Poi pho Gossett, 1a mit trong nhitng nguorl hay git gong nhit. Ong Boone timg giai
thich bao v¢ toa an thu’ong 14 nhitng canh st d ¢ tubi va chim chap hon ddng nghiép, nhirg ngudi gin két thic su nghiép canh sat. Ho dwoc mang
danh mdi - “bao vé toa an” va duoc tai bd nhiém lam viéc ¢ tda an, noi moi vi€c nham chan nhung an toan hon trén dudng pho

“Chao cau, Theodore” Doi phé Gossett cAt tiéng, miéng khong mim cudi. “Chéau chao bac Gossett.” “Céi gi mang ciu t6i ddy vay?

“Chi la miy thir hd so giop bd me chau.”

“Chi vay thoi sao?”

“Vanga.”

“Cau chic 1a khong ron I quanh day dé xem phong xir d sin sang cho cai vu dinh ddmkia chwra ddy chir?”

“Caviéc déy niraa.”

“Ta nhin ra diéu d6 ma. Hom nay ciing c6 méy cudc viéng tham Mot nhém phong vién truyén hinh vira di khoi. Han 1 tha vi day.”

“Mai bac co truc khong a?”

“Tat nhién mai ta true chir” Poi phéd Gossett ndi, hoi wdn nguc ra, nhur thé phién toa khong thé bat dau néu khong c6 ong vy. “An ninh s& dugc siét
chat.”

“Sao vdy a?” Theodore hoi mic du ciu biét 16 vi sao. Doi pho Gossett cho rﬁng minh hiéu‘ moi ngd ngach luat phap, nhur thé 6ng da hap thu duoc ca
mot kho kicn thirc khong 16 v€ ut chi boi 6ng da ngbi nghe hét phién toa nay dén cudc diéu tran kia vay. (Thuong thi khi dy ong hay lo mo ngu gif). Va
ciing giong nhieu nguroi khdng hieu biét nhieu nhur ho nghi, Bdi phd Gossette sot sang chia sé ndi tinh theo minh hi€u cho ngudi ¢o it thdng tin hon.

Doi pho liéc nhin ddng ho, kim bo m tich nhur fich i viée ctia Ong rét sit sao. “Do 1 vu xir i giét ngudi, mdt vu dinh d4m,” ong ra vé quan trong. C4i
ndy thi ding, Theodore nghi. “V4 lai, nhiing vu xir 4n giét ngudi thuong thu hit céc thanh phan cé thé de doa dén cong tc an ninh.”

“Nhur aia?”

“Theodore ndy, dé ta ndi cho d& hicu nhé. Mi vu giét ngudi déu ¢6 mt nan nhén, va nan nhén d6 ¢6 gia dinh va ban be, ma nhing ngwoi ndy hién nhién
khong vui vé gi voi viéc ngudi than ctia ho bi giet. Chau hieu y ta dang n6i khong?”

“Coa”

“Va con co ca bi cao nita. Trong vu ndy la dng Duﬂ‘y ngudi khing khing n6i ring minh khong ¢ t0i. Bj cdo nao ma ching n6i vy, tit nhién, nhung ot

gid s la 6ng ta khong c6 01 di. Trong truong hop ay, hung thi thre sur dang & ngoai kia. Hin c6 thé s& t0 md v& phién toa.” Doi phd Gossett liéc nhanh
xung quanh dy canh gidc, nhur thé ké sét nhan c6 thé dang & ngay gan dy va dang thiy chudng tai gai mit.



Theodore dinh hoi: Tai sao tén sat nhan thure sy kia ¢ thé de doa cong tac an ninh néu héin xuét hién tai phién toa? Han dinh lim gi? Giét thém ai d6
chang?

Trude hang tramnhan chimg sao?

“Chdu hiu 11, cubi ciing cu lai n6i, “céc bac cin phai can thin méi duoc.”

“Pam bao moi viée s& duoc kiém soat.”

“Sang mai chau gip lai bac saunhé.”

“Chéu ciing dén a?”

“TAt nhién a.”

Doi phé Gossette Fic dau. “Ta khong nghi viy dau, Theodore. Chd ndy s& chat nich. Chau khong kiém ndi mt chd ngdi dau.”

“A, sang nay chau da néi chuyén voi Tham phan Gantry. Bac Ay hira danh ghé cho bon chéu ” Vira néi, Theddore vira budc di.

Doi phé Gossette khong biét phai noi sao.

000

Ike Ia bac cua Theodore, anh trai ctia ong Woods Boone. Tru6e khi Theodore chio doi, bac ke da cing b0 me cdu khoi nghiép cong ty Boone &
Boone ndy. Bac Ia mjt trong s6 it ludt sur vé thue ¢ ving ndy. Theo thong tin it 6i Theodore 6 thé thu thip vé chi dé nay, ba vi ludt su da c6 mbi quan
hé vui vé va hi¢u qua cho dén khi bac Tke niic sai lim. Sai im toi t&. Toi & dén mirc bac bi tude glay phép hanh nghé luat. C6 Imy dip, "‘[heodore da
h6i bd me chinh xac thi bac Tke da sai lAm vé viée g, nhung b6 me cau ludn tir chdi cung cAp tinh tiét. BS me toan bao khong mudn ni vé& chuyén do.
Hodc bao s& giai thich moi viéc khi Theodore da du lon dé hiéu.

Bac Tke van lim cong viée vé thué, & mirc d6 han hep hon. Bac khong phéi lut sur, ciing khong phéi ke toan. Nhung vi bac ciing phai lim gi d6 dé kiém
sdng, nén bac nhn viéc khai thué cho céc c4 nhan hodc doanh nghiép nho. Van phong cuia bac trén tang hai ctia mbt toa nha cil trong phd. Tang mot a
tiém an nhanh cta cap vo chong ngudi Hy Lap. Bac Tke m ca thué cho ho va nhan mot phan thil lao bang nam bira trua mdi tun.

Vo bac da doi ly di sau khi bac bi cam hanh ngh?:. Bac ¢6 doc va noi chung khong miy vui vé, nén Theodore thuong khong thich ghé qua chd bac mbi
chiéu thir Hai. Nhung bac ay 1a ngudi than va di€u nay rat quan trong, bo me Theodore béao the, miic du chang may khi ho danh thoi gian tham bac.

“Chao chau, Theodore,” bac goi to ngay khi Theodore md ctra bude vao can phong dai va 1on xon.

“Chao Ike.” Mac du nhiéu tudi hon b6 Theodore, bac khing khing doi ngudi ta goi minh 1 Tke. Gidng Elsa, d6 mot phén trong nd Iyre ctia bac hong
giit lai tubi tré. Bac mic chiéc quan jean bac phéch, di dep xing dan, mic 40 phong in hinh quang cdo bia, va deo miy chiéc vong xau hat & tay trai. Toc
bac dai, tring, rdi by, va duoc bude tim dudi ngyra ra dang sau.

Bic Ike dang ng01 tai ban, mdt chiéc ban rong chat day ho so. Pau dia dang choi khe khé ban Grateful Dead. Tuong phong dugc phi 1op gidy dan ré
tién, & miu va ban thiu.

Ba Boone béo, Ike timg ki nhan vién thué doanh nghiép dién hinh - 40 ¢ con, vest ti mau - trude khi bac dinh phdt. Gid, bac tu huyén hodc minh
mot tay hippie gia, phan d6i moi thir. Mot tay ndi loan thue su.

“Théng chau yéu quy ctia ta thé ndo?” bac hoi khi Theodore ngdi vao chiéc ghé dbi dién.
“Tuyét a.” Theodore 14 dtra chéu duy nhét ctia bac. “Hom nay bac thé nao a?”

Tke huo tay v& phia bai chién trudng trén ban, “Van nhur thudng. Don dep cac vu bé bdi tién bac ciia nhitng ngwdi khong c6 tién. Moi viée ¢ Boone &
Boone thé ni0?”

“Van vay a.” Mac du chi cach bbn day nha, Tke hiém khi ip bd me Theodore.
Ho van ¢6 phan than thiét, nhung chuyén qua khtr qué phirc tap.

“Trudng 1op thé nao?”

“Ona.”

“Toan diém A cht?”

“Vang. C6 & mon hoa A trir thoi.”



“Tamong van A A.”

Bac va moi ngurdi déu mong, Theodore nghi thdm Céu khong hiéu theo cach nao hay vi sao Ike lai nghi minh ¢6 trach nhiémdua ra y kién v& diém b
cta Theodore, nhung cau cho rang cd bac c¢d chil 1a phai vay. Bo me cau ké rang Ike rat xuat sac va da hoan thanh chwrong trinh dai hoc chi trong ba
nam

“Me chau khoe cha?”

“Me chau khoe, lam viéc hing say.” Fke khong bao gior hoi thim vé ng Boone.

“Ta doan chéu rat hio himg voi phién toa ngiy mai.”

“Vang a. Lop Chinh tri bon chau s& ¢6 budi dy thinh & phong xtr 4n. S& & ddy ca ngay. Bac ¢ dén khong?”” Theodore hoi, dir d biét cau tra 1oi.

Tke khit miii vé ngin ngAm. “Ai chir ta thi khong, Ta khong tinh nguyén bude vao phong xir. Thém nita, ta con c¢6 nhiéu viée phai m” Piing kiéu nha
Boore.

“Chéau thi khong tai nao doi duoc,” Theodore noi.

“Vay I chéu van mudn am luat su, mdt ludt su cta nhiing phién toa 1én?”’ “Pidu do co gisaia?”’

“O, ta nghi | chang sai.” Tuan ndo hai bac chau ciing déu trao ddi vé van d& ndy. Tke mudn Theodore trd thanh kién tric su hay hoa si, mt cong viéc gi
d6 mang tinh sang tao. “Hau hét tré con déu wée mo tré thanh canh sét, linh ctru hoa, hay mdt van dong vién vi dai, hay mot dién vién ndi tiéng, Ta chua
ting gip dira tré ndo cir khing khing méi véi y trdng mudn tré thanh luat sw.”

“Ai 1di cting s& trd thanh mot ai ddy na.”

“Biét vay. Ludt sur bién ho Clifford Nance rét cir. Chéu da timg xem 6ng ta bién ho chura?”

“Trong mdt phién tda thuc sur thi chura. Chau da timg xem bac Ay trong mdt vu hoa gidi tranh chdp Fing nhéng, khong phai & phién toa.”

“Ta biét Clifford rét 15, & mdt diém Nhiéu ndm trude. Ta ¢4 6ng Ay s& thing.” “Bac thure sy nghii vay?”

“Chéc chin. Vu khoi t co mot diém yéu, tir nhimg gi ta nghe dugc.” Mic du danga 4n dat, Ike van gilr 86 truong nghe ngdng nhimg tin dén chon toa an.
B4 ctia Theodore nghi ngd ring thdng tin Tke c6 duoc [ tir cac cude bai poker hing tun véi miy ludt su vé vironp

“Thyc sy khdng c6 bang chimg rang 6ng Duffy giét vo,” Tke noi. “Bén nguyén c6 thé quy két dong co khé chdi cii, hay khoi mio nhimg mdi nghi ngd,
nhung ciiing chi dén thé.”

“Pong co gi a?” Theodore hoi dir cau nghi minh da biét cau tré 16i. Cau mubn thim do xem Ike biét chuyén niy dén dau, 6ng bac sin sang chia sé dén
mirc nao.

“Tién. Mot triéu do la. Hai nam trudc, ong Duffy da mua khoan bao hlem nhén tho mdt triéu do cho ba vg. Trong truong hop ba vo chét, ong ay dugc
hudng mot triéu d6. Viée lim an ctia 6ng 4y khong sudn sé. Ong dy can tién mit, nén gia thiét 13, theo nghia den nhé, 6ng Ay da ra tay giai quyét vin dé.”
“Bop ¢b ba Ay u?” Theodore doc tht ca cac bai bao viét vé& vu giét ngudi ndy va ciing da biét nguyén nhan cai chét.

“D6 Ia gia thiét. Ba Ay chét vi bi bop cd. Bén nguyén s& céo budc 1a 6ng Duffy da bop cb ba dy, sau do luc tung moi thir Ién, Ay nit trang, ¢6 lam hién
troong nhur ba bude vao ding Nic nha dang ¢6 trom.”

“Ong Nance s& ding chiéu bai gi va chimg minh diéu gi?”

“Ong 4y khong phai chimg minh didu gi, nhung 6ng 4y s& cai | khong c6 bang chimg, khong ¢6 chimg c& cho thiy 6ng Duffy c6 mit tai hién trudng vu
an. Theo ta hié, khong c6 nhan chimg thy 6ng ta & do. Pay a mdt vy khé nhiin déi voi bén khéi td.”

“Bac ¢6 nghi ong dy co t0i khong?”

Tke bé it nhit tam dét tay kéu ring rac dan tay ra sau dAu. Ong nghi mot lic 1di m6i Ién tiéng, “C6 thé. Ta c4 1 Duffy da 1én ké hoach rét can thin va
moi viée dang xudi theo hudng dng Ay mudn. MAy nguoi bon ho ngoai kia van hay lam nhiing viéc la king.”

“May ngudi bon ho” 1a cur dan Waverly Creeki mot cong dong giau ¢6 xdy dung quanh san golf hal muroi bay 16 va c6 cong bao bao vé. Ho 1a nhitng cu
dan moi, dbi lap véi mdt cong ddng yén 6n hon trong thi trin, nhitng ngwoi van uon tur cho minh & cong dan dich thyc cia Strattenburg. Nguoi ta hay
ding cum tir “Bon ho sdng & khu Creek” dé goi nhimg ngudi déng gép cho cong dong thi it mé quan tim dén tién bac thi nhidu. Sy chia cit nay khong
méy c6 1y d6i voi Theodore. Cau cd ban bé séng & bén ddy. B6 me cau c6 khach hang & Waverly Creek. Noi d6 chi cach thi trin hai dam vé phia
Pong, nhung thudng bi coi nhu thude hanh tinh khac.

Ba Boone bao nhirng ngudi ¢ thi trén nho ton qua nhiéu thoi gian cho viée so do ngudi trén ké dudi. Ba giang giai cho Theodore tir ngay ciu con nhd
rang phan xét nguoi khac 1a xau.



Cude n6i chuyén nhanh chong qhuyén sang chi d& bong chay, va tit nhién i vé doi Yankees. Ike I cb dong vién dién cudng clia Yarikees va khodi tuon
ra hang trang thong tin vé cac cau thu yéu thich cia minh. Méc du dang 1 thang Tu, 6ng da du doan ddi s chicn thing thém mdt ciip The gi6i niva.
Theodore tranh c&i nhur thiong 1€, nhung vi 1a ¢6 dong vién ctia doi Twins, cau khong cd may dan duge dé ban tra.

Sau ba muroi phit, cAu ra vé voi 1oi hira tudn sau s lai ghé qua.
“Hay tap trung hon vao mdn Hoa,” ke nghiém khic dan do.
Ban dang doc truyén Lugt Sw Nhi dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAim)Net.

Chwong 5

Thém phan Henry Gantry kéo kéo tay 4o phai ctia chiéc 4o chimg den sao cho tht phing phiu, 16i mGi budc qua tAm cira gd sdi dd so ngay phia sau
ghé thAm phan. Mot nhan vién chap phap ¢ toa an lap tirc hd 16n, “Moi tat ca dung day chao Chi toa!”

Moi nguroi - ngudi dén xem, boi thAm doan, lut su, thu ky, tit ca nhitng ai tham du phién tda - dong loat dtng ddy. Trong khi ThAm phan Gantry an
toa trén chiéc ghé nhu ngy trén ngai vang, ngudi kia doc lién ti ti 101 tuyén da thanh thong 16: “Xin nghe déy, Toa an Hinh sy Quan Mudi da mo, Ngai
Thém phén Henry Gantry dang kinh am chit toa. D& nghi céc bén lién quan ra trinh dién, cAu Chiia ban phiic cho phién toa nay.”

“Moi ng61” "Hnmphan Gantry n6i to vao chiéc micro truréc mit. Ngay Iap tirc, ciing nhét loat nhur Kic dimg 1én, moi ngudi ngdi xudng déu tamtap
Nhimng chiéc ghé kéu cot ket. Téi xach va ca tip duoc sira soan, va trén dudi hai trim con ngudi dudng nhur lai nhat loat tho phao ciing lic. Roi moi thir

roi vao yén king.

Tham phan Gantry hrét mét nhanh khdp phong xir. Démg nhur dur kién, ca phong chét kin. “A, ¢6 vé hém nay ching ta nhan dwoc nhiéu sy quan tim
day,” ong lén ting, “Cam on sy ¢ mit ctia quy vi.” Ong licc Ién phia ban cong, trao doi anh niit véi Theodore Boone, r6i mim curoi khi thay cac ban
cau dang ngO§i sat bén nhau, chiim chi ling nghe.

“Vuy ctia chiing ta 1 viée bén cong t6 kién 6ng Pete Duffy. Bén nguyén da sin sang bt dau chura?”

Ludt su bén nguyén Jack Hogan dng ddy tuyén bd, “Thua quy toa, bén nguyén da sin sang”

“Bén bi da san sang chua?”

Luat su Clifford Nance dimg déy, nghiém trang tra 1o, “Chiing t6i 3 san sang, thua quy toa.”

Tham phén Gantry quay sang phéi, nhin bdi thAm doan, va n6i, “Thura quy ong quy ba trong ban bdi thim, tudn trude cac vida dugce chon lya, va khi
cac viroi khoi ddy, t6i da dua ra yéu cau cu thé i khong trao d6i vé vu viée ndy voi bat ky ai. Toi da canh bao i néu bét ci ai tim cach tiép can cac vi
dé thao luAn vé vu viée ndy, quy vi can bao lai cho t6i. Gid t6i xin hoi, ¢d chuyén nhu vy khong? Co bét cir ai lién hé véi quy vi V& vu X nay khong?”

Tét cd cac vi boi thim ic dau phit nhén. “Tot. Ching ta logi trix viéc ¢6 biéu hign vin dong trude phién toa, va it ta ¢6 thé bét dau. Bude dau tién cia
qua trinh xét xtr, hai bén ¢ co hdi dugc truce ticp bay t6 quan diem va trinh bay phan ma ching t6i goi la phat biéu mé man. Phén phat biéu m man nay
khong phai la bang ching, chimg cd, du la tdm tat sy viéc theo quan diem moi bén. Vi bén nguyén cé trach nhiém chirng minh t0i trang, bén nguyén s&
trinh bay trudc nhu thuong €.

Ong Hogan, 6ng sin sang chura?”

“Thua roi.”

“Viy ong hiy bt dau.”

Theodore khong thé nudt ndi bira sang, ngu cling rét it. Cau da doc nhidu cau chuyén vé cac van dong vién, nhitng ngudi da cing thing dén mirc mit an
it  ngu trude mot trén dAu 16n. Ho bon chon khong yén, bung da nn nao vilo ]ang va ap luc. Puong nhién Nic nay Theodore cling cam giac duoc st
ép ay. ’Khong khi trong phong xir néing né, cang thing. Db chi i mdt khan gia ngdi xem, cdu ciing cam thdy hoi hop qua ddi. Vi cau, day chinh  mot
tran dAu lon.

Ong Hogan la mdt cong tb vién ky cuu, 1 nguoi chuyén dam nhén cac vy trong an ¢ Strattenburg, Ong cao 1o, déo dai, trdn hoi va ngay nao cling méc
com & den. Ngudi ta ctr dam tiéu vé& miy bd com le den sau lung 6ng. Khong ai biét ong chi c6 mot bo hay ca ta. Dirang hiém khi né ny cudi, Ong van
m6 dAu bai cdo trang ctia minh pang 10 “chao quy vi” than thién trude khi giéi thiéu ban thén va hai vi céng t6 tré hon cing ban. Ong da m tdt viée xé
bo man khong khi de dat ban dau.

R&i 6ng bude vao phin chinh. Ong gii thiéu nan nhén, Myra Duffy, bing cach dura ra trude bdi thim doan mot tim chan dung I6n. “Ba 4y chi mdi bén
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nmuroi sau tum khi bi sat hai” giong ong day thuong cam. “La ba me ¢6 hai con, Will va Clark, déu dang Ia sinh vién. Toi mudn mdi cac cau Ay dimg dy.”
Ong chi v& hang ghé dAu ngay sau ban cong t6, va hai chang thanh nién 1ong ngéng dimg ddy, nhin v& phia cac vi bdi thAm.

Theodore doc bao va biét - bd cta hai cau, chdng trude ctia ba Duffy, da chét trong mdt vu tai nan my bay hdi hai anh em con nho. Ong Duffy 1 chdng
thir hai ctia ba, ba ciing 14 vo thir hai ctia 6ng.

Nguoi ta ciing khoai ndi “bén khu Creek” ¢6 rit nhiéu cudc tai hon.

Ong Hogan dang ta lai vy an. Ba Duffy da duoc phat hién trong phong khach toa nha nguy nga hién dai cua ba va 6ng Duffy. D6 la ng6i nha moi, xay
chura dy ba nam, ndm trong mot khu dat nhiéu cay ci xoay lung V& phia san golf: Vi cdy c6i um ttim nén ngdi nha gan nhur khuét khoi tim mt ngudi di
dudng, nhung hau hét cac ngdi nha & Waverly Creek déu thé ca. O d6 nguoi ta coi trong su riéng tur.

Khi thi thé ctia ba duoc phat hién, khoa cira trude da mb va cira dang he hé. Hé thong bao dong & ché do du phong. Ai do da Hy trang sirc trong ti
ctia ba, mdt bo dong ho co ctia 6ng Dufly, va ba khau sing ngan trong ngan kéo canh ti vi & phong nghi. Tri gid s0 tai san bi mét udc tinh khoang ba
muroi nghin d6 la.

Nguyén nhén cai chét 1 bi bop c6. Pugc Thim phén Gantry chip thuan, Hogan budc dén trude méy chiéu, bam nit, va mdt birc anh Ion hién ra trén
man hinh trude mét boi thim doan. Bure anh cho thiy ba Duffy dang ndm trén san nha trai tham, an neic lich swr, dudng nhu chua hé bj dung ti, doi gidy
cao got van di & chan. Ong Hogan gii thich, trong ngay ba bi glet, mot ngay thir Nam, ba c6 hen an trra voi em gai. RO rang, ba chuan b roi khoi nha
thi bi tAn cong va st hai. Tén glet ngudi sau do luc loi khip nha, iy d, roi bo di. Em gai ba Duffy goi di dong cho ba, mudi cude trong vong hai tleng,
dén khi bit dau cam thiy lo Fing thi li xe dén nha Duffy & Waverly Creek va tim thiy chi minh. Theo nhitng gi cho thiy tai hién truong, moi chuyén dién
ra khong 6n 0. Nan nhin c6 1& chi ngit di. Ban dau, em gai ba va canh sat nghi ba chét do dau tim hoac do nguyén nhén tir nhién nao khac. Nhung véi
do tubi va sirc khoe ctia ba, lai khong c6 tién sir lam dung thudc, ngay lap tirc ho thay nghi ngd.

Khém nghiém tir thi cho thiy nguyén nhin thire sy cua cai chét. K¢ giét ba Duffy da tom Iy ba tir phia sau, siét chat dong mach canh. Ong Hogan dt
tay lén dong mach canh bén phai ¢b minh. “Chi cin mudi gidy siét chit diing vi tri nay thi quy vi s& bét tinh,” 6ng giai i thich, hoi ngimg lai trong khi moi
nguoi chd xem liéu Ong ¢6 ngd vét ra gitta phién toa hay khong Ong khong ngd vt ra. Ong n6i tiép, “Khi ba Duffy da bat tinh, ke sat nhin tiép tuc siét
manh hon, manh hon nita, va sau muoi gidy sau, ba chét hin. Khong c6 ddu hiéu chdng cur - khong gity mong tay, khong vét cao xude, khong gi ca. Vi
sao vAy? Bai vi ba Duffy da biét ke giét minh.”

Ong Hogan dot ngdt quay sang nhin théing g Duffy, ngwoi dang ngdi gitta dng Clifford Nance va mot lut su bao chira khéic. “Ba &y biét rd ngwoi Ay vi
d6 1a chdng ba!”

Mét khoang ling kéo dai, ning né, ca phong xtr hudng sang 6ng Duffy. Theodore chi nhin duoc giy ong ta. Cau udc gi duoc nhin tin mit ong ta.
Ong Hogan tiép tuc, “Ong ta ¢6 thé tiép can gan dén nrc dy [ vi ba Duffy tin twong ong ta.”

Ong Hogan dimg sang bén canh may chleu va mo ra thém nhiéu birc anh khéc. Qua nhitng birc anh Ay, ong phéc thao lai toan b hién trrdng - ni tht
clia can nha, ctra trude, clra sau, phan gAn sat san golf. Ong [y mot birc anh 16i vao khu Waverly Creek, v6i nhiing canh cong ning né, phong bao vé
va camera an ninh. Ong giai thich, rat it kha nang mdt ké dot nhap, du rat khon ngoan, c6 thé lot qua toan by hé thong an ninh nhu vay. TAt nhién, trix
phi, ké dot nhap d6 khong thuc sy 1 ké dot nhap vi héin ciing séng ¢ do.

Hang x6mkhong ai nhin thiy xe la roi khoi nha Duffy. Khong ai trong thiy ngudi la di bo trén duong hay chay ra tir ngdinha a ay Khong ai béo sur vu bét
thurong, Sudt sau nam qua, & Waverly Creek chi c6 hai vu trom. Ngudi ta thire sw khong nghe néi dén t6i pham & cai cong dong binh yén nay.

Trong ngay xay ra vu giét ngudi, 6ng Duffy choi golf, nhur hdu hét moi ngay thir Nam khac. Ong phét qua bong dau tién e 11 gios 10, theo nhat ky may
tinh & sén golf ghi lai. Ong choi mdt minh, diéu nay khong c6 gi bat thdng, va nhu thuong 16, dng ding xe golf chay dién ctia minh. Ong béo nhan vién
san golf i minh dinh choi murdi tim 16, chin 16 man Béc va chin 16 man Nam, hai huéng thong dung nhét. Nha 6ng ba Duffy giap véi duong kin bong thir
sau cua san Creek, mdt sén nhé hon duoc cac quy ba wa chudng,

Ong Duffy & mt golf thi nghiém ttic, ludn choi dén cing va khong gian lAn. Choi mudi tim 16 mdt minh thuong phéi mt ba tiéng dong ho. Hom do troi
udm, lanh, nhicu gi6 - thoi tiét khong thuan loi cho nhing nguoi choi golf: Ngoai mdt cap dau choi tir 10 gio 20, ca ba khu san déu khong c6 ai choi vao
lac 11 gio 10. Bén 1 gio 40 mbi c6 thém nhém bon ngurdi vao choi.

Em gai ba Duffyy phét hién ra ba thi ngay p tirc goi cho 911. Cude goi durgc ghi nhin vao Iic 2 gidr 14. Kham nghiém tir thi cho thiy ba Duffy chét vao
khoang 11 git 45.

Puoc trg Iy gitp, ong Hogan md mdt so dd Ién toan canh khu Waverly Creek. C)ng chira vi tri cia ba san golf, trung tam diéu hanh, khu tip phét bong,
san tennis, va nhiing khu vui choi, giai tri khac, 1di ong chi cho bdi thAm doan thiy vi tri ngbinha cta 6ng ba Duffy gan sén Creek. Theo cac cude thir
nghiém bén nguyén da tién hanh, 6ng Duffy dang & 16 thir tur hodc thir nim bén khu chin 16 & man Bic vao thdi diém vo 6ng bi sat hai. Str dung mot chiéc
xe golf'y hét xe ctia dng Duffy, mdt nguoi c6 thé di tir khu vire d6 t6i nha ong ba Duffy ¢ dudng kin bong thir sau trong vong tim phit.

Pete Duffyy nhin so' d6 va tir tir Fic dau nhur thé ong Hogan dang n6i toan nhu’ng diéu v6 1. Ong Duffy bén muroi chin tudi, grong it sam néng cau ¢ va
méi toc hoa rim rdm rap. Ong deo ciip kinh gong d6i modi, niic com & sAm miu, ngwoi ta hoan toan c6 thé nham 6ng 1 mot trong s6 cac ludt su & day.

Jack Hogan qhén manh ring 6ng Duffy biét vo minh dang ¢ nha, 16 rang 6ng ta da quay vé bang chiéc xe golf ctia minh, chi vai phit trude thoi diém xay
ra an mang, roi trd lai choi trong khi ca sén ic d6 vang tanh khong mdt bong nguoi.



Neuy co bi ngudi khac nhin thay gan nhur bang khong,
“Ong 4y da 1én ké hoach k¥ cang,” ong Hogan kip lai mdt in nira.

Thure sy la khi mot luat sur gioi khong ngdt bao rangongDuﬂyglet Votlncalglathlet ong néu ra nghe cang lic cang thuyét phuc. Ctr nhiic di nhiic lai mot
diu gi thi thé ndo ngudi ta ciing bt dAu tin. Thiy Mount van hay néu quan diém cho ring gia dinh vo t6i 1 chuyén dia ctia xa hoi ngiy nay. Can phéi gia
dinh ai d6 ¢ ti. V4, Theodore thira nhan, kho ma tin ong Duffy vo o, it nhét I trong nhitng phit dau tién ctia phién tda nay.

Tai sao ong Duffy giét vo? Ong Hogan néu cau hoi vai boi thim doan theo kiéu rd rang ong da co cau tra Ioi.

“Tién, thira quy vi.” Vi vé déy kich tinh, ong v iy mot tip tai liéu tir trén ban rdi tiép, “Day [ hop dong bao hiém nhén tho mdt triéu d6 la do 6ng Pete
Dufly mua hai ndm trude cho vo minh, ba Myra Qufty.”

Béu khong khi tinh Eing bao trim. Toi 101 nhur trd nén niing hon.

Ong Hogan vira lat qua 1at lai tap hop ddng vira trinh bay, va c6 vé da bt hang say di mot chit. Cudi ctng, 6ng quing nd tr6 lai ban, 10i bit dau trang
giang dai hai vé cac dbi thi canh tranh trong kinh doanh cua 6ng Duffy. Ong Duffy 1a mjt nha kinh doanh bat dong san da ném trai du thinh cong An that
bai, vao thoi diém vo 6ng chét, ong dang bi miy ngan hang truy no. Ong Hogan hira trude bdi tham doan 1 bén nguyén s& chimg minh dugc 1 bi céo
Pete Duffy dang bén bo vue pha san.

Bai thé nén ng Duffy can tién miit. Ching han nhu tién bao hiém nhén tho.

Hogan nhéic d€ boi thim doan biét cude hon nhén clia g ba Duffy khong miy hanh phiic. C6 mdt s6 van dé, nhiéu | dang khéc. Hai ngwoi da ly thén it
nhat hai lan. Ca hai da thué ludt su chuyén trach ly hon, méc du chua ai tirng dat but viet don.

Dé min dién duge ddy dén cao trio, ong Hogan tién sat hét mic dén chd céc vi boi thém, nhin ho that nghiém tiic. “Péy I mdt vu giét ngudi méu lanh,
thura quy vi. Puoc 1én ké hoach hoan hao, dugc thire hién can trong. Khong ¢6 sy vap vap nao. Khong nhan chimg, khong chimg ctr. Khong gi khic
ngoai mit phy nit dang thurong bi bop ¢b da man cho dén chét.” Ong Hogan dot ngot nhim i, g5 gd thai duong, rdi t1ep, “0, t6i quén mat mt diéu.
Toi quén khong néi dé quy vi biét I hai ndm trude, khi ong Duffy mua hop ddng bao hiém nhan tho ciing 14 lic 6ng bt du choi golf mdt minh. Trude d6
ong hiém khi choi mot minh, chiing ta s& moi dén day nhing nguroi ¢6 thé 1am chimg cho didu nay. Khong phai tring hop sao? Ong ta da Ién ké hoach
nay tir hai nam. Lang & sap dat lich choi golf cia minh &n theo lich sinh hoat ctia ba vo, chi dé doi. Boi cho dén mot ngiy gié lanh dé ca sén golf ving
tanh. Doi dén mot thoi diém Iy tuong dé c6 thé phong nhur bay Ve nha, d4u xe trong san, hdi ha vao nha bang 16i cira sau, “Emyéu, anh vé day” va khi
vo ong khong dé y y thi 6ng ta lién chop lay ba. Mot phit sau, ba dy chét. Ong ta da lén ké hoach nhur véy tir rat Jau, 6ng ta hiéu 16 phai im gi. Ong ta vo
nit trang ctia ba, Ay nhimg chiéc dong hd dat gi cta chinh minh, va chdp ca Imy khau stng dé canh sat nghi rang day Ia hanh dong cua mot tén dao
chich. Vai gidy sau, ong ta ra khoi nha, tr6 lai xe golf va lai phong nhur bay t6i 16 thir nim ctia san chin 16 & man Béc, noi 6ng Iy cdy gy sit s6 bon, danh
vu vo mot ci dep it va tlep tuc van golf mdt minh.”

Luét su Hogan ngimg lai Tét c king thinh. Ong cam xAp gidy ké miu vang 1én va tré vé& chd. Pa chin muroi phut trdi qua. Thim phan Gantry gd bia
tuyén bo,

“Ching ta nghi giai lao muroi phut.”

Thay Mount tap trung ca 1p lai & cudi hanh lang hep trén ting hai. Cac cau trd ban luan s6i ndi vé man kich wira dugce chimg kién. “Hay hon han trén ti
vi,” mOt cau noi.

“Purge 10f” thay Mount ndi, cac em moi nghe durge mdt chidu ctia vy an. Nhung thay vin muén hoi, cho vui thdi, bao nhiéu ngudi nghi B ong ta ¢6 t6i?”
[t nhét mdt t canh tay gio Ién. Theodore mudn bo phiéu cho ¢6 i, nhung cau biét vin con qua sém.

“Con gia dinh vo toi thi sa0?”” thay Mount tiép.

“Chinh I 6ng ta,” tay tréng Darren Ién tiéng. Vai dira khéc ciing cét giong ddng tinh.

“Ong ta ¢6 t01,” dén ot van dong vién boi 16i Brian noi.

“Ong ta khong c6 cach gi thoat toi dugc a.” “Ké hoach ctia 6ng ta that hoan hao.”

“Chinh 6ng ta ddy m.”

“OK, OK,” thiy Mount n6i. “Gio an trua, ching ta s& quay lai chi d& nay, sau khi cac em nghe xong phén trinh bay ctia bén kia.”

000

Bén kia bt deflu trong khong khi 6n 4. Clifford Nance chd cho dén khi ca phong xtr tinh ling tr& lai mo6i bude t6i trude boi tham doan. Qng khoang sau
muroi, toc mudi tiéu trum kin tai, nguc nd va tay chac khoe, dang udn thang nhu mudn néi dng khong bao gio i bude trong mdt tran daw, du & trong hay
ngoai toa an.
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“Khong may may c¢6 iy mdt bang chimg!”, ong nd phat dan dau tién bang giong trim khan nhung vang vong khéip céc biic tudng,



“Khong may may c6 Ay mdt bang chimg!” dng nhic lai, nhw thé ngudi ndo do lic trude ¢6 thé da khong nghe thiy. Theodore bét dau thiy nao ning,

“Khong gi ca! Khong nhan chimg, Khong vét chimg tai hién truong, Khong c6 gi ngoai cau chuyén nho duoc sip dat gon gang, trinh ty va hoan hio ma
6ng Hogan ira chia s¢ cting cac vi, khong mdt 161 nao trong do Ia chimg ¢6. Chi la ban phong tac day tinh tuong twong vé chuyén co thé da xayra. Co
thé Pete Duffy mubn giét vo minh. C6 thé 6 ong 4y da 1én ké hoach can than. C6 thé 6 ong dy long vong trén cai san golfvang tanh. C6 thé dng ayda vé nha
chi dé kip thyre hién mot trong nhimg vu glet ngudi sach s& nhét lich su Sau do, c6 thé 6ng da trom dd, rdi nha bang cira trude, phi trd lai diém phat
bong sb nam va tiép tuc cude choi. C6 thé d6 I nhimg gi da xay ra.”

Ong Nance cham rii budc t6i bude lui trude bdi thim doan nhur thé gd nhip cho bai phat biéu ctia minh.

“Ong Hogan dang y8u cau cac vi, cac quy ong quy ba ¢ day, choi tro C6 L& Thé. C6 thé didu ndy xay ra, c6 I& diéu kia xay dén. Va ong ay mudn quy vi
choi ctng boi vi ong khong hé co bang chimg, Ong 4y chang c6 gi ca. Chang ¢6 gi ngoai mdt ngudi dan ong choi golf mit minh, dé tim dén cong ty ctia
chinh minh, trong khi ba v bi giét trong ngdi nha dé throng cach d6 chira day mot dim”

Ong Nance ngimg budi t6i bude lui va tién gin hon dén cac vi boi thim. Ong nhim vao mdt - quy 6ng co tudi ngdi & hang ghé dau va laimnhu sap v kén
dAu gbi nguroi nay. Ong ha giong, “Toi hoan toan khong trach ng Hogan choi tro C6 L& Thé. Boi 6ng dy thue sur ciing khong ¢6 Ira chon nao khéc, vi
ong lam gi c6 chimg cir. Ong Ay khong c6 gi ngoai mot tri tudng trong phong phi.”

Luét su Nance chuyén hudng sang bén phai, nﬁt nhin mt phy nir do tudi trung nién. “Hién phap ciia chiing ta, ludt phép cta ching ta, thu tuc phap ly
cua ching ta, tat ca déu dugc xdy dung trén nén tang cong bing Nghiia 14 sa0? La hoan toan khong c6 chd cho mjt mé nhimg céi ‘co thé’. Luat cia ta
rat 16 rang, Thim phan Gantry s& gidi thich thém vé diéu nay sau, lic 4y, Xin quy vi hiy dé tam ling nghe. Quy vi s& khong thiy 6ng mdt lan nhic dén tir
c6 thé. Bleu quy vi s& nghe thiy 1 luat & duoc hinh thanh tir lau doi va n01 tiéng ctia nude My quy dinh khi bén nguyén két 101 bi cdo, bén nguyén phai
van dung tat ca nguon lyc ctia minh - cac nha diéu tra, canh sat, cong 6 vién, chuyén gia, nhan vién gidm dinh hién truong, tat ca nhitng con nguoi day
kinh nghi¢ém va hiéu biét 4 ay va chirng minh 3 rang rang ai d6 thyc sy ¢4 pham toi.”

Luat su Nance quay ngodt sang bén tréi, nhin sau vi bdi thim & hang ghé thir hai v6i anh méit vira chan thanh vira thuyet phuc. Ong n6i ma khong can
giy 0, 11 1& tron tru ma khong phai nhoc cong nghi ngai, nhur thé 6ng da ndi nhur vy ca nghin lin rdi ma van khong hé bét vé say sura.

“Chimg minh 16 rang, Chimg minh 15 rang. Bén nguyén mang mot trach nhi¢m ning né, m ¢6 18 ho khong thé dap tmg ndi.”

Ong tam ngimg, con moi ngudi thi nin the. Ong bud t6i ban bén bi, nhit tap glay vang ctia minh 1én, nhung khong nhin vao do. Ong 14 nam dién vién
chinh dimg gitra san khéu ma 101 thoai 6 ong da thuoc long Ong hang giong, roi ¢t 101 van voi Am rong cao nhét. “Gios day, theo luat phap, 6ng Pete
Duffy khong can bi thim van, khong can phai moi nhan chimg dé bao chita, khong phai chimg minh diéu gi ca. Visao vay? A, diéu nay rit don gian.
Ong duoc bao vé boi mdt trong nhitng vé si durge coi trong nhét ctia ching ta. D6 i quyén gia dinh vo t61.”” Ong Nance quay lai chi vao than chi minh.
“Ong Pete Duffy ngdi dy ki mdt ngudi vo toi, nhur quy vi, nhur 61

Ong lai bt dau nhip bude, chdm cham, khong he 101 nat khéi cac vi bdi thim. “Tuy nhién Pet Duffy chdp thuan thdm van. Ong 4y muén duoc thim van.
Ong 4y mong moi duoc chimg minh. Va khi 6ng dy ngdi vao chiéc ghé ngay déy, & vi tri danh cho ngudi lim chimg, 6ng s& khai, 6ng tuyén thé s& noi sy
that. Sy thét, thra quy vi, 1 cai g d6 khac xa cau chuyén nho 6ng Hogan da dung nén. Sy thit, thura quy vi, 1a 6ng Pete Duffy thire sw dang choi golf
vao cai ngay dinh ménh ay, 6ng ay Chl ¢6 mdt minh, choi mdt minh theo cach wa chuong ctia ong. Céc ghi chép cho thiy 6ng phét cti bong dau tién luc

11 giov 10, roi khoi diém phat bong sb mot bang chiéc xe golf ca nhin mi Ong van thudng db trong gara nhu bao nhiéu hing x6m khac. Ong 4y & trén
san, mot minh, trong khi v ong ¢ nha chuén bi di an trong phd. Mot tén trom, mdt ké tdi pham khong ai hay biét nao d6 ma go van dang nhon nho
ngoai vong phap luat va c6 & s& van con nhon nho véi nhimg gi ching ta dang lam ddy, da len vao nha 6ng ba Duffy vi twéng Jamnha véng chi.. Hé thong
bao dong thi tat. Khoa cira trude da mo, va ca cira sau cling vay. Picu nay khong hé, gior ddy van vy, khong hé bat thuong ddi véi cum dan cur noi ndy.
Khong may I, tén trom ddi dau véi ba Myra Duffy, tin cong ba bang tay khong vi hin khong mang vii khi, va tai thoi diém d6 hén tré thanh mdt ngudi
khdc. Han trd thanh ké sét nhan.”

Luat su Nance tam ngimg bai dién thuyét, bude dén bén ban bi cao, cam cdc nurde 1én udng mdt hoi dai. Moi ngudi van dang quan sat ong, Ching con
gl khac ma quan sat.

“Va hin van & ngoai kia!” dot nhién ong luat su lai cit tiéng, dung ra 1 ho 1én. “Hodc c6 thé hén ta dang & ddy,” 6ng n6i, tay chi khap phong xir 4n.
“Ching ta dang choi trd C6 L& Thé m, c6 thé hén ta dang & ddy theo doi phién xét xir ny Kim chir. Tai sao lai khong nhi? Chéc chéin hin duoc an toan
trude 6ng Hogan va ddi quén ctia 6ng,”

Theodore dé ¥ c6 miy vi bdi thdm liéc nhanh v& phia khan gia.

Ludt su Nance chuyén chit d&, néi vé& hop dong bao hiém nhan tho, ring ong Duffy ding la da mua hop ddng nay vai didu khoan 6ng i ngudi duroc
huéng mot triéu d6 la trong trudng hop vo 6ng chét. Nhung cting 6 mot diéu khoan trong tur thé, ring ba Duffy 2 ngudi duoe hudng mot tricu do la
trong truromg hop chong ba chét. Ho chi don gian lim diéu ma hau hét cac cip vo chong khac déu lim. Ho mua bao hiém kép. Ong Pete Duffy hira s&
chimg minh trede bdi thim doan ring cong viée kinh doanh ctia 6ng khong hé thé tham nhu 6ng Hogan md ta. Ong thira nhan 6ng ba Duffy dang c6
ging nfu kéo cudc hon nhan ctia minh ho da ly thin hon mot lan, nhung chura timg dé don Iy hon. Thye &, ho d quyét tim vurot qua nhitng khéc biét
cua nhau.

”Ihay Mount ngdi & hang gle thir hai trén ban cong, phia sau céc hoc tro ctia minh. Thay c6 tinh chon vi tri c6 thé quan sat ca muoi sau cau hoc trd, néu
can. Cho dén g0, ca damvan nubt tirmg 101 trong hai bai dién thuyét mo dau. Khong c6 gi ngac nhién i Theodore con chiim ch hon tit ca. Cau dang &
ding noi cAu mudn. Khi lut sur Nance két thic, Thim phén Gantry thong béo nghi trra.
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Chuwong 6

Céc cAu trd Kp Quén trj biing qua phd Main I hudng vé phia b song ¢ man Dong, Thiy Mount i lai mdt hai budc, thich thil Eing nghe hoc tro tranh
luin s6i noi, vai cdu con str dung thir ngdn ngfr mdi nghe duge tir nhitng ludt su chinh hi¢u.

“Puodng ny” thdy nhéic, ca nhom hron trdi sang mot con phd nho. Réitutip & Pappy, mt quan dn nhanh i tiéng v6i mon thit b0 udp gia vi xién hanh
hun khoi. Con mudi phit nita | dén giita trura, tit ca déu doi ngdu. Ca nhom goi do an that nhanh, rdi don ra mdt chiéc ban dai gin cira s6.

“Ludt su ndo gioi hon?” thly Mount bt diu phong van.

ft nhéit muroi cu trd tré Ki ngay lp tirc, s6 ting ho Jack Hogan va Clifford Nance Ja ngang nhau. Thiy Mount kich thich d4m hoc trd bang nhitng céu hoi
kiéu nhu: “Ludt su ndo cac em tin tudng hon? Luat su nao cac emnghi s€ chién thang?

B6i tham doan s& nghiéng vé bén nao?”

Thire 3n duge dwa dén, cude tranh luin dimg phét lai.

“Dén min biéu quyét nhé” thay Mount tiép tuc. “Ma ai ciing phai gio tay déy.
Khong choi phiéu tring, Ai nghi ng Duffy ¢6 ti thi gio' tay nio.”

”ﬂﬁy dém duoc murdi canh tay. “Puoc 101, v t0i ndo.”

Thiy dém duoc ndm canh tay. “Theodore, thiy bao ai ciing phai biéu quyét ma.”

“Em xin 16, nhung em khong thé. Emnghi 6ng dy c6 t0i, nhung em khong hinh dung ra lim sao bén nguyén c6 thé chimg minh duoc diéu do. Tat ca
nhitng gi ho c6 thé chimg minh dugc chi ki dong co, ¢ & thé.”

“Trd C6 L& Thé ddy hir?” thay Mount hoi lai - “Thay nghi n6 rét hiéu qua day chir.”

“Em cting nghii nhur Theodore,” Aaron én tiéng, “Hzn nhién 6ng ta c6 vé ¢6 t0i, nhung lut sur bén nguyén khong thé chimg minh 6ng ta c6 mit tai hién
truong.

D6 1 van dé, phai khong a?”

“Mot van dé I6m, thiy cho I vay” thay Mount dép Ioi.

“Con vé s6 it trang; ddng hd va stng bi By trom thi sao a?” cau trd Edward hoi. “Ho c6 tim thdy miy thir nay khong? Khong thiy ho nhiic dén.”
“Khong 1, nhung vay ddy, dién thuyét mo dau bj giéi han mot chit.”

“Vay ma em thiy kha i dai.”

“Ching ta s& biét khi nhan chimg dugc goi dén,” Theodore ndi vio.

“Nhéan chimg dau tién 1 ai vay?” Chase hoi.

“Thay van chura xem danh séch,” thdy Mount ndi. “Nhung thuong ho bt dau tir hién trurong vu 4n. C6 thé dau tién s& a mdt didu tra vién.”
“Tuyét.”

“H6m nay minh dugc & ddy dén lic nao thiy?”

“Dén 3 rudi ta phai trd Jai truong,”

“Phién xir dén miy gior a?”

“Tham phén Gantry rat ham cong tiéc viéc,” Theodore n6i. “ft nhat phai 5 gio.” “Thiy oi, mai minh quay lai nita duoc khong a?”

“Thiy e 14 khong. Ta chi duoc dy thinh mot ngay thoi. Cac em con nhiéu mon khéc. Khong thi vi dwoc nhur mbn ctia thiy, nhung chi 1 y kién ciia thiy
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thoi ddy nhé.”

Dot nhién, quan dn dong nghit va mot hang dai xép bén ngoAi. Thiy Mount nhéic hoc trd an nhanh cho xong, Ong chit Pappy von ndi tiéng 1 chuyén cin
nhan quat thio nhitng thyrc khach an xong con nan lai chiém ban lau.

Thiy tro lai dao bude doc phd Main gio tap ndp nhing ngudi dang gip gap kiém chd an trua. Tai mot dai phun nuée, méy nhan vién viin phong dang
vira an vira tro chuyén va tranh thi phoi nang, Canh sat Peacock, vién canh sat giao thong gia cbe dé, dang diéu khién giao thong vai chiée coi hoen gi
va d6i gang tay vang cii mém, ¢d diéu phdi dé tranh tai nan, mic di khong phai tai nan ic ndo ciing xay ra trong phién truc ctia 6ng, Ngay dang trudc,
mdt nhom nhitng ngudi van com & den dang budc ra tir mdt toa nha, di cling chiéu voi miy thay tro. Thiy Mount huyt séo vang, “Trong kia, céc ching
trai, 6ng Dufly di cung luat su kia.”

Damhoc trd bude chim lai mdt chit khi nhom nguroi méc com I den di ngang qua truée mit. Pete Duffy, Clifford Nance, hai vi ludt sur mt mili nghiém
trang khéc, va nguoi thr nam Theodore khong trong thiy trong phién toa budi sang, nhung ngudi nay cdu khong la. D6 1a Omar Cheepe, ng 4y khong
phai la ludt su, mic di gi6i luat biét ng rat r3. Ong Cheepe 1 cuu diic vu lién bang, gio dang diéu hanh cong ty riéng. Mot chuyén gia trong cac khu vire
diéu tra, do tham, va nhiéu hoat dong khac ma cac luat sur thinh thoang can dén. Ong Ay voi ba Boone tig cham mit trong mot vu tranh chép ly hon linh
xinh, va Theodore nghe nguoi ta mb6 ta Omar Cheepe la mbt “tay con dd c6 vii trang”, mot “ké ura pha luat”, Tat nhién, I& ra Theodore khong duoc nghe
nhitng 10i nhan xét kiéu véy, nhung cdu hong dugc rat nhidu chuyén tir van phong. Cau chura bao gio gip truc tiép 6ng Cheepe, nhung da timg nom thiy
ong & tda. C 11 ddn 1 néu Omar Cheepe dinh téi vy ndo, thi hin vu d6 ¢6 ngudi ¢ toi.

Omar nhin chim chim Theodore. Ong ta to cao, tdng mao dit dn, dau tron to cao troc. Ngudi dan 6ng niy ¢ tao ra mdt vé ngoai day him doa, va
d4a thanh cong,

Ong ta quay di va rao budc theo ong Duffy.

My thay trd di doc phd Main, cc chang trai khong con tim tym véi nhau i ¢b di nhanh dé theo kip bi cao va dong doi. Dang ngudi do s ctia Ormar
Cheepe bao vé cho Pete Duffy tir phia sau, cir nhur s& ¢6 ngudi nd sing vAy. Luét sur Clifford Nance dang ké chuyén hai, va bon ho cudi rit thoai méi.

Pete Duffy cuoi lon nhét. C6 toi. Theodore ghét phai tin nhur vAy vi khéng mdt nhan chimg ndo chimg minh duoc didu d6. Hon nita, cdu mubn nhic minh
phéi tin vao quyen gia dinh vo toi.

C6 t9i, Theodore nhéic lai véi chinh minh. Sao cau khong thé trao cho ong Dufy loi thé ciia quyén gid dinh v0 t9i nhu phap lut nhi? Sao cau khong am
dugc dieu cac luat su gidi khac phai lamnhi? Y nghi ay khién cdu nan long, khi theo sau Dufty va céc ludt su ctia ong ta.

Trong vu niy ¢6 cai gi 6 khong 6n va dua vao nhitng gi duoc trinh bay tai toa, Theodore ngd rang birc min bi an s& khong bao gior dugc vén lén.
00o0

Thiy trd Theodore tr6 fai chd ngdi, hang dau tién bén canh tréi clia ban cong, bita trura gios moi 6 dip tiéu héa. Thim phén Gantry cho giéi lao dén 1 gior
chiéu, con khoang murdi lam phut nita. D61 pho Gossett, vi bao vé gia, bd dén chd ho, goi, “Theodore.”

“Da, bac goi chau.”

“Pay 1a 16p caua?”

Lam sao lai khong phai vay ddy, thira ngai Doi pho? Mot thiy, mudi sau tro. “Vang a.”

“Tham phan Gantry mu6n gip tai phong thdm phan. Ma nhanh Ién? Ong dy Bim viéc im ddy.”

Theodore chi vao minh, chua biét néi sao.

“Ca lop,” Boi phd Gossett noi. “Nhanh én di!”’

Ca hoi cubng cudng tap hop ngay sau Doi pho Gossett, va riu rit xudng cu thang,

“Tai phong thamphan nghiia la 6ng dang ¢ trong van phong cta minh, phia sau ban thdm phén, ngay canh phong xir 4n. Gian phong ndy khéc vin phong
chinh cua thamphan & cudi hanh lang, Céi nay dé iy hiéu nhAm nén Theodore dang giai thich cho céc ban thi DOi pho Gossett md cira vao mdt can
phong dai lat g, khip tuong treo nhitng birc chén dung cii ctia céc vi thdm phan gid rdu ria x5m xoam. Thim phén Gantry, khong con niic 4o ching
den, ding day tir phia sau ban lam viéc va bude t6i gip cac cau hoc tro.

“Chao Theodore,” Tham phan khién Theodore hoi bbi rbi. Cac cau hoc trd khéc con dang bi chodng ngop khong biét phai ndi gi.

“Chéc han déy [ thiy Mount,” Tham phén hoi khi hai nguoi bit tay.

“Vang, thura ThAm phan, con ddy 1 Lop Chinh tri khéi I6p Tam t6i phy trach.”

Vikhong c6 du chd cho moi ngudi, Tham phan chon dung 1n6i chuyén véi cac cau hoc trod. “Camon cac ciu da dén. Hoc sinh céc cau dén xem hoat
dong ciia hé thong tda an nhur vAy 1 viée quan trong roi. Pén gioy, céc ciu nghi sao?” Ca murdi sau cau tro déu nin thinh. Phai noi gi biy gio?



Thay Mount gi4i ciru hoc trd “Céc em gan nhur bi thoi mién véi phién xét xir, chiing mdi thao luan ic an trra nay, nhan xét vé lut trao doi vé boi thim
doan, va tranh ludn vé viéc ¢6 i hay vo t6i.”

“T6i s& khong hoi. Nhung chiing ta ¢6 hai vi ludt sur gioi, moi nguoi c6 nghi vay khong?”

Ca murdi sau cau tro déu gat gi.

“Cé ding i Theodore Boone md tur van phép 1y khong?”’

M6t vai tiéng cuoi dé dat. Theodore vira bdi rdi vira tir hio. “Véng a, nhung chau khong tinh cong voi ai ¢a,” c4u trinh bay. Lai thém mot vai tiéng cuoi
nira.

“C6 ai hoi gi vé phién xét xir khong?” Thim phén Gantry hoi.

“Co a,’f Brandon mé man. ‘Tréq ti vi, ludn ludn cd mot nhén chung bét ngo xuét hién nhu tr trén trm roi xuéng va lam thay d8i moi thir. Liéu ¢6 co hoi
nao xuat hién mot nhan chirng bat ngd' & day khong? Néu khong, c6 vé nhur bén nguyén kha yeu the trong vu nay.”

“Hoi hay day, con. Cau tra 10i la khong. Quy dinh V@ tién trinh xét xir ctia ta khong cho phép nhan chimg bét ngod. Khoan nay tivi lim sai 1di. Trén thyre
te, trude khi phién toa bat dau, moi bén phai trinh ra mdt danh sach cac nhin chirng tri bi.” ““Ai Ia nhan chirng dau tién a?” Jarvis hoi.

“Cd em gai, ngudi dd phat hién ra thi thé nan nhan. Tiép d6 I cac didu tra vién phong An mang. Hom nay cac cau duoc & lai bao lau?”

“Céc em phai trd lai trrong lic ba gio rudi,” thdy Mount tra Ioi.

“Puoe rdi. Toi s& cho gidi lao lic ba gioy, dé céc caura vé cho thoai mai. Chd ngdi trén ban cong thé nao?”

“Rét 6n. Cam on Tham phén.”

“T6i cho chuyén céc cau xudng dudi. Pa cho chudn bi ch rdi. Mt in nira, cim on moi ngudi da quan tim dén vay t6i hé thdng toa 4n ciia ching ta.

Diéu ndy rit quan trong d6i voi mdt chinh phi t6t.” Pén ddy, Thim phén Gantry két thic. Cac ciu hoc trd cam on dng. Tham phan va thiy Mount bét
tay nhau mdt lan nita.

Doi pho Gossett dira ho ra khoi phong thdm phén, tr6 lai phong xét xr, doc theo 161 di dén hang ghé thir hai sau ban bén nguyén. Phia trude ho 14 hai
thanh nién lc trude duoc g thiéu la con trai cua ba Duffy. Chi cach méy vi ludt sur vai bude chan. Phia bén kia 16i di, e nay Omar dang ngdi sau Pete
Duffy, d6i mét sam miu quét mdt vong quanh phong xtr nhur thé xem chimg 6ng can phai ban ai d6. Mot lan nita, ong ta nhin théng thin vao Theodore.

Pugc chuyén tir ghé hang hai Ién vi tri gan san khau, cac cau hoc trd khong thé tin dwoc. Chase nha khoa hoc dién khing, ngdi bén phai, vai sat vai voi
Theodore. C4u chang thi thao, “Cau c6 giat day khong ddy, Theodore?”” “Khong, nhung Tham phén Gantry véi minh ciing khé gin giii.”

“Tuyét cameo.”
Pling 1 gio> chiéu, nhan vién chap phép cia toa dimg én hd vang, “Toa bat dau m viée. D nghi on dinh chd ngdi.”
Tham phan Gantry xuit hién trong bo 4o ching va ngdi vao ghé. Ong nhin Jack Hogan noi, “Bén nguyén ¢6 thé goi nhan chimg dau tién.”

Tir cira bén, mot nhan vién chip phap khac dan mot phy nit an mc sang trong bude vao phong xt, dénbén ghe nhan chirng, Nguoi phu nir dat tay 1én
cudn Kinh Thanh tuyén thé s& chi n6i s that. Ba ngdi xudng va diéu chinh micro, ong Hogan bét diu man thim van.

Tén ba 1a Emily Green, em gai ctia Myra Duffyy - Ba bon tu tudi, song & Strattenburg, imnghé tur vn thAm my. Trong ngay xay ra vu giét ngudi, cc
viéc ba lim dién ra diing nhu nhimg gi dng Hogan da mo ta trong phan trinh bay mo dau. Khithéy chi minh khong dén ciing an trura, ciing khong goi
dién, Emily Green bit dau lo Fing, roi hoang hét. Ba lién tuc goi vao di dong ctia ngudi chi, rdi lao téi nha Duffy & Waverly Creek va phét hién chi minh
ndm chét trén san phong khéch.

RO rang I, 1t nhét v01 Theodore, 6ng Hogan va ba Green da tap tanh k§ hedng cho men thdm vin ndy. N6 duoc thiét ké dé dong khung nmin sat hai va
khoi goi long tric an Khi hai ngudi két thic, ludt sur Clifford Nance dimg ddy tuyén bd minh khong c6 cau hoi nio trong phin tham vin chéo. Ba Green
duoc mién thim vAn, quay ra chon mot chd & hang ghé dAu, canh hai nguoi chu trai, ngay truée nhém hoc trd cta thiy Mount.

Nhan chimg tiép theo 1 diéu tra vién Krone thudc phong An mang. Str dung mén hinh I6n va méy chiéu, nha diéu tra clng Jack Hogan chi ra so' d6 khu
vuc xung quanh nha cua dng ba Duffy, va hién truong, Mot vai chi tiet quan trong duoc nhac lai, du boi thim doan déu da biet. Cura trudc duoc phat
hién ¢ trang thai md. Cira sau va hién bén hong nha khong khda. Hé thong bao dong khdng duge kich hoat.

Negodi ra ciing ¢6 thém nhimng tinh tiét m6i. Kiém tra cho thiy ddu van tay dé lai khip ngdinha, i ctia 6ng Duffy, ba Duffy va nguoi gitp viée, nhung diéu
ndy c6 thé hinh dung duoc. Khong cé diu tay khéc xudt hién & céc vi tri nhur ndm tay cira cira s, dién thoai, ngin kéo, hop nir trang hay chiéc hop gd
dai ngwra noi ong Duffy cit gitt nhimg chiéc dong hd dit tién ctia minh. Piéu ndy c6 hai nghia: (1) tn trom, ké sat nhin mang ging tay va da can thin x6a
sach d4u vét, hodc (2) tén trom, ké sat nhin hodc i ong Duffy, hodc i ngudi gitip viée. Vao ngiy xdy ra 4n mang, ngudi giop viée khong di im ma lai
ctng chdng di xa, ving nit khoi thi tran.

K¢é da cudm mo trang strc, sting va dong hd, bat ké i ai, con gidt phing ca cira miy chiéc 10 va ngin kéo khac, va wirt 6 vung vai trén san. Didu tra



vién Krone, giong 6m dm kh6 nghe, 1an huot diém qua timg tAm anh chup déng 1on xon do tén trom, ké sat nhan dé lai.
Lan dan tién, ¢ cam giac phién xét xir trd nén 16 thé. Thay Mount dé y thiy vai cu trd bét dau ngo ngudy. Mot vai vi bdi thim trong nhur budn ngi.

ring 3 g0, thim phin Gantry g bua tuyén bd gii lao muoi kim phit. Phong xt nhanh chong véing tanh. Moi ngwdi déu cin xé hoi mdt chiit. Theodore
va céac ban roi khoi toa én, bat mdt chiéc xe buyt nhd va murdi phit sau da cd mit ¢ truong, dung giod ra choi.

R toa durge ba muroi phiit, Theodore da lai trd lai. Cau pham phiam leo cau thang én ting ba. Khong c6 ddu hiéu vu nha Finnemore dang dugc xir -
khong co ludt sur ngoai hanh lang, khong c6 bong dang April. Bém hom trude, c6 bé khong goi dién hay tra 161 email cho céu, cling khong dang bai nao
trén Facebook. B6 me khong cho ¢6 ding di dong, nén ¢6 bé ciing khong thé nhén tin. Diéu nay khong c6 gi 1 la. Khoang mdt nira s6 hoc sinh khi
Tamkhong c6 di dong,

Theodore lai vi va 1on xudng ting hai, budc vao phong xir dudi con miét nghi ngo cua Doi pho Gossett va tim duge mot chd ng01 & hang ghé thir ba,
sau ban bén bi. Bi cao, ong Dufly, ngdi cach xa cau tam saumét. Theodore c6 thé nghe thiy luat sur ctia ong ta thim thi nhing diéu quan trong. Omar
van & d6. Ong ta dé y thdy Theodore khi c4u ngdi xudng. L mot ngudi gidi quan sat, Omar c6 kha ning bat dugc moi chuyén dong, nhung ong am nhu
rat ng'?lu nhién, nhu thé minh khong thue sy quan tim vay.

Nhian chimg lic nay I mot bac si, mit giam dinh phap y, nguoi da thue hién cude khdm nghiém tir thi nan nhan. Ong dang ding so d6 giai phau nguoi,
mot so' do 1on c6 t6 mau, tir phén nguc tr6 1én va phong to ving cd. Theodore dé y dén luat su Clifford Nance hon i nhan chimg, Cu theo doi vi lut
su, cdi cach 6ng ta cham chi ling nghe nhan chimg tra 101 tlmnvan, 10i ghi chép va lién tuc liéc nhin bdi thdm doan. C6 vé nhur ong khong bo sét bét cir
chi tiét ndo trong phong xir. Trong dng ta thur théi va tur tin, nhung sin sang tin cong néu can.

Min tham van chéo ctia Gng véi vi bac sikha chdng vanh, khong bat ra thém chi tiét gi m6i. Cho dén gio, ludt sur Nance duong nhu tam bang long voi
viéc dong y voi hau hét cac nhén chirng ctia bén nguyén. Man phao hoa c6 € s&€ deén sau.

Qua 5 gio chiéu mdt chﬁt,‘Thém phziq Gantry cho ngtrnglphién toa. Trude khiNCho ban bé{ thdm nghi, dng lai canh bao ho khong dugc thao luan vé v XU
v6i bt clr ai. Moi nguoi lan luot ra vé va phong xir lai vang tanh. Theodore van quanh quan ¢ do, doi theo céc ludt su vira thu don ho so; s sach r0i bo
vao ca tap vira i rAmtrao d6i. Phia bén kia 161 di ¢6 tiéng lao xao. Jack Hogan n6i gi d6 vai Clifford Nance va ¢4 hai cling cudi rd. My vi lut sur khéc
ciing gop VAo, rdi c6 ngudi goi ¥, “Mot chau chir?”

Phit tru6e 1 ddi thi, phit sau lai | ban bé.

Trude day Theodore ciing d4 chimg kién chuyén nay. Me cau timg giai thich ring cac ludt su duoc tra cong dé lam cong viéc ctia minh, va dé lam tron
ho phai gac lai tinh cdm ca nhén & bén ngoai phong xtt. Me noi, nhitng ngudi lam viée chuyén nghiép 1a phai biet thém ban bot thu.

Nhung bac Tke bao d6 1 trd v6 van. Ong coi thudng hu hét cac ludt sw trong thi trdn.

Omar Cheepe khong cudi, ciing khong duoc mdi tham gia cude nhau voi dbi phrong, Ong ta va Pete Duffy nhanh chong roi tda bang cira ngach.

Ban dang doc truyén Lugt Sw Nhi dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 7

Toi thir Ba dong nghia v6i viée s& &n & bép an xiip. D6 khong phai l bita trura té nhit trong tun mi phai k 0i Chu nhat khi me chiu dai mon gi nuéng.
Nhung bita trura toi thr Ba cling khong Iay gi lam thinh soan.

Bép an xip cting chi la goi vay. D6 khong hén I mot ciin bép, va ho ciing hiém khi c6 mén xtp. D6 la mdt phong an rong dudi tang ham mot nha tho da
dugc ning cap, noi nguoi vo gia cu tap trung ding bira va ngi qua dém. Thirc &n do nhiing ngudi tinh nguyén chuén bi, ho thurong mang t6i banh mi
kep, khoai tay chién, hoa qua va banh trai.. “Nhimg mén tap” me Theodore thurdng goi thé. Khong phai mon nio ciiing bd dudng,

Theodore nghe d4u c6 dén ba traim nguoi vo gia cu ¢ Strattenburg. Cau gap ho an xin hoéic ngu trén ghe d4 & phd Main. Cau thiy ho béi tim do thira &
cdc thing rac cong cong. Chinh quyén thanh phd giat minh v6i con s nay, cing v6i viée thiéu girong chiéu & cac khu danh cho nguoi vo gia cur. Hoi
dong thanh phd hinh nhur tuén no ciing thao luén vé vén nan ndy.

B Boone ciing giat minh. Ba von rit quan tim dén nhimg ba me vo gia cur, dén ndi ba da phét d0ng chuong trinh gifp d& nan nhén cta nan bao hanh gia
dinh. Nhitng phu nit bi de doa va danh dap. Nhitng phu nit khong ¢6 chd ¢, khong co nguoi dé nuong tra. Nhitng phy nit phai chdm con nho, can
duoc gifp d& mi khong biét tim kiém sur gitp d& & dau. Ba Boone, ciing mdt vai nit ut su khéc trong thi trdn, con mé mdt phong kham hop phap nho

dé gitip do nhitng con ngudi nhur thé.
Va vivay, thir Ba héing tun, gia dinh nha Boone déu di b tir véin phong qua vai con phd dén Nha Tinh thuong phd Highland, danh ba tiéng dong ho cho
nhitng ngudi kém may mén hon. Ho thay phién nhau phuc vu bita t6i cho hang tram ngudi d ty tap san ¢ day, xong xudi moi &n qua quyt dam ba miéng.
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Miic di khong can phai biét, nhung Theodore tirmg nghe 10m bd me thao luan xem gia dinh ho c6 nén ting s tién quyén gép hang thang cho Nha Tinh
thurong tir hai triim én ba trim do la khong. BS me ciu ching phéi gidu c6 gi. Ban bé cau nghii nha cau rét khé gia vi bd me déu lam luat su, nhung that
ra cong viéc ctia hg khdng sinh loi dén vay. Ho séng gian di, tiét kiém cho viée an hoc ctia Theodore vui thi v&i viée hio phong véi nhitng ai thiéu didu
kién hon minh.

Sau bita toi, 6ng Boone lam mot can phong tam & cudi phong an, va vai ngudi vo ga cir kéo nhaura do. Ong Boone s& gitp ho giai quyét nhitng vin dé
ma quanh di quan lai 14 bi dum khoi cin ho dang 6, bi khude tir cip phiéu an hodc cham soc stre khoe. Ong thurong bao ho 1a nhitng khach hang dang

Irpn ctia 6ng, Ho khong c6 tién tra, nén ng khong phéi chiu strc ép 1 da nhén tién ctia ho. Ong ¢ gitip duoc bao nhiéu, ho cam on bay nhiéu. Va hon
hét, ong thue sy thich ndi chuyén voi ho.

Vitinh chét cong viéc cta minh nhay camhon, ba Boone gap khach hang trong mot gian phong nho trén gac. Vikhach dAu tién c6 hai con nho, khong
tién, khong viéc lam, va néu khong c6 Nha Tinh thurong thi ciing khong c6 noi ndo dé ngn dém nay.

Nhiém vu ctia Theodore 1 khoan bai tip vé nha. Tai Nha Tinh thuong ¢6 miy gia dinh duoc phép & dén muroi hai thang d6 14 giéi han quy dinh & phd
Highland. Sau mdt nim, ho phéi rdi di - Hau hét bon ho khi dy déu da tim dugce viée lam, chon 0, nhung cling phal mét thoi gian. Trong thoi gian hru lai,
ho dugc dbi dai nhu céc cu dan khic cia Strattenburg, Ho dugc cung cap lwong thuc, quan 40, va chimsoc y té. Ho hoic di ¢ viéc imhodic con
dang tim kiém. Ho duogc moi t6i dyr 1€ tai cac nha tho.

Con con em ho duge cho dihoc & cac truong dia phirong, Pém dén, tai Nha Tinh thirong, nhitng ngudi tinh nguyén do nha thd kéu goi giip cac em Bm
bai tap. Viéc ciia Theodore I t6i thir Ba hing tuin dén day tiéng Anh cho hai em 16p Hai, Hector va Rita va gitip ca c4u anh trai ctia chiing mon Pai s6.
Ho dén tir El Sanvaldor, 6ng bd bdng dung bién mit sau nhing swr kién bi an, khién ho trd thanh tré lang thang. Ho ciing me ta tic dudi gam ciu nhung
10i bi canh sat phét hién.

Nhur thurong 1€, Hector va Rita mong ngdng duoc gap Theodore, du lén ngudi cau trong lic ciu gim banh sandwich. Sau do, ca bon nhdn nhao kéo
nhau di xu6i hanh lang t6i mdt can phong rong thong thoang, noi cac tré khac tu tap dé duge phu dao.

“Khong néi Ty Ban Nha nhé,” cau nhic lai. “Chi tiéng Anh thoi.”

Tleng Anh ctia ching tién bo dang ngac nhién. Ching tiép thu hiing ngy & truong, 16i vé day lai cho me. Ching kiém dugc chiéc ban & goc, Theodore
bt dau doc truyén tranh, mdt cubn truyén ndi vé mot con éch lac giita bién khoi.

Ba Boone khang khang mubn Theodore bét du hoc tiéng Tay Ban Nha tir 16p Bbn, ngay khi nha trurong 6 gior hoc. Thiy bai & l6p qua dé, ba lai thué
gia sur hai tuin mot lan  gh¢ qua van phong dé bdi dudng nang cao cho Theodore. Vi me thiic ép nhur vy, lai duoc c6 Monique hing ngdy truyén cam
hing, Theodore hoc rét nhanh.

Cau doc mit trang, dé Rita doc lai. Pén Hector. Theodore chmh cho ching, 1oi lai sang trang ké tiép. Khu phy dao On 4o, thim chi ndo nhiét, vi cd
khoang hon hai chuc hoc sinh & cac Itra tu6i dang cay bai tap vé nha.

Caép song sinh con ¢4 cdu anh trai, Julio, I6p Bay, van thinh thoang gap ’Iheodore & san tredng. Cau nay cye ky rut ré, dén mirc nhat chét. Ba Boone tin
ring dtra tré t6i nghiép ndy c6 I da bi ton thuong siu sic tir tham kich mét bé giira xtr ngudi va khong c6 ai mrong tua.

Ba Iu6n dit ra mot gia thiét khi ai d6 hanh dong khéc thuong,

Sau khi Theodore doc xong cudn thir hai cho Hector va Rita, Julio dén ngdi xubng cling ban.
“Chuyén gi thé?”” Theodore hoi.

Julio mim cuoi quay di.

“Doc thém moit quyén nita di anh,” Hector giyc.

“Doi mot teo da.”

“Minh gip ric r6i voi mon Pai sb,” Julio tra 1. “Céu giip minh dugc khong?”

“Anh a?iy 14 ctia bon em” Rita n6i v6i anh trai, va t ra sin sang chién d4u.

Theodore hrom hai quyén séch trén gid, dt trude mit Hector va Rita. ROi cau iy hai cudn tap viét, hai bit chi. “Poc miy cudn nay,” cdu huéng dan.
“Poc to ting tir. Khi thiy tir ndo khong hi€u, bon em vict ra gidy. Pugc chu?”

Ching chop Iy miy quyén sach, mo ra nhur thé ddy 1 mdt cude dua tai. Theodore cling Julio nhanh chdng lot vao thé gioi dai sb.
00o0

Vio fic 10 gio, gia dinh Boone ¢6 mit & nha, va ngdi trude ti vi. Ché Judge ngi trén ghé sofa, d4u gbi lén long Theodore. Vu 4n Duffy 12 tin ttrc duy
nhét & Strattenburg, nén ca hai dai truyén hinh thanh phé t5i d6 déu khong dua tin gi khac. Ho phat canh Pete Duffy budc vao phong xtr an, vay quanh la
Juat su cing céc nha tur vin luat va miy ngudi khic miic com & den mit ngéu ngu. Lai c6 mot video khéc, ghi tir trén may bay, quay ngdi nha ctia gia
dinh Duffy & durong Fin bong s6 sau tai Waverly Creek. Mot phéng vién dimg bén ngoai toa an, ban lién thanh ndi dung tém tit céc cude thim van tinh



dén nay. Tham phan Gantry da c6 lénh cAm tiét 16 thong tin ctia vu 4n; nén khong ai trong s ludt sw, canh sat hay cc nhan chimg dugc phét biéu cam
nghii hay binh luén gl

Thim phan Gantry con cAm quay camera trong phong xir ctia ong. Do quan béo chi déu phai & ngoai.

Theodore khong noi chuyén gi khéc, bd me ciing cling chung mdi nghi ngd nhur cau réing Pete Duffy ¢6 t9i. Tuy nhién, chimg minh duoc diéu d6 xemra
rat nan giai.

Trong sudt chirong trinh quang c4o, Theodore ho dé danh tiéng, B me khong dé y dén, cau lai ho nhiéu hon, rdi bao:
“Conrat hong qua.”

“Trong con xanh Em,” bd noi.
“C6 khi con bi dmrdi’

“Con cam thiy khong khoe.”
“Mit con c6 do khong?”

“Hinh nhur ¢6.”

“Dau dau?”

“C6 a, nhung khong ning Bm!”
“Budn hét hoi, nhay mii?”
“Coa.”

“Tur bao gio hd con?”’ me cau héi.

“Con 6mrdi,” bb cau néi. “Bb d& nghi mai con nghi hoc kéo Iy bénh cho cc ban khac. Nhung s& 1 mt y hay néu thay vao dé con dén toa theo doivu
xir Duffy.

Me nghi sao?”

“O, me biét rdL,” me tra 101, “Bi virus ctim bat ngd tn cong roi.”

“C6 thé chi b mdt trong nhitng triéu chimg kho chiu kéo dai hai muroi tur gior va s& chdm dirt mdt cach ky diéu khi gior hoe két thiac,” bd thém vao.
“Con cam tlﬁy khong khoe that ma,” Theodore cb chéng ché, biét 13 muru d0 bi b nhung ¢b niu kéo.

“Ctr ubng mdt vién aspirin, ¢6 thé ca xi 16 ho nita,” bd khuyén. Woods Boone hiém khi chiu di bac sikhdm, 6ng cho ring hiu hét moi nguoi qué ling phi
tien cho thude men.

“Con ¢6 thé ho lai cho bd me nghe khong, Ctin cung?”’ me hoi. La mdt ngudi me, ba ciing hoi d& cam thong hon mbi khi ciu bao khéng khoe. Sy that
Theodore c6 tién sir gia om, déc biét nhitng khi cau cé viée gi do thi vi hon viée dén truong,

B4 bét dau khong nhin duge cudi. “Phai, tiéng ho nghe ¢ vé kém, Theodore a, so véi tiéu chuan moi an ciia con.”
“Con chét mit,” Theodore tiép tuc ¢ khong bat cuoi.

“U, nhung chét im sao dugc” bd n6i, “néu ngay mai con xuét hién & phong xr, ThAm phan Gantry s& cho bt con ngay vé i trén hoc “B6 me ¢ biét
ludt sur gioi nao khong?” Theodore phan don. Me pha 1én curdi, va cuoi cling, ng Woods coi day la mdt man tiéu lAm.

“Thoi ndo, di ngi thoi” bd nhéic.

Theodore 1é bude kn gic, cam giac bai tran hoan toan, ché Judge I thiii theo sau. Vao girong, cau mo laptop xem April ¢6 trén mang khong,
Theodore thd phao khi thiy c6 bé phan hoi,

APRILNPARIS: Chio Theodore. Cau thé nio?
TBOOONEESQ: 6n. Cau dang ¢ dau?
APRILNPARIS: O nh3, trong phong, cira khoa.

TBOOONEESQ: Mg cau dau?



APRILNPARIS: Du6i nha. Me véi minh khong noi chuyén.

TBOOONEESQ: Cau c6 dén trrdng khong?

APRILNPARIS: Khong, phién xir kéo dai dén tan trra. Minh mimg Ja n6 da két thic.
TBOOONEESQ: Liic am chimg, c4u thé nao?

APRILNPARIS: Khiing khiép. Minh khoc, Theodore a. Minh khong ding duroc. Minh ndi voi thim phan 1 minh khong mudn & véi me, ciing khong
muon song voi bo. Ludt su ctia me hdi minh. Ludt su ctia bo cling hoi. That kinh hdi. TBOOONEESQ: Minh rat tiec.

APRILNPARIS: Minh khong hiéu tai sao c4u lai mu6n tré thanh luat sur.

TBOOONEESQ: Pé gilip nhitng nguoi nhu cau. D6 B Iy do. D 1 nhiing i ngwoi ludt sur tot phéi im Cau c6 wa 6ng thAm phan khong?
APRILNPARIS: Minh ching ura ai ca.

TBOOONEESQ: Me néi I 6ng dy tot im Ong dy da ra quyét dinh vé viée chim séc cau chura?

APRILNPARIS: Chura. Ong 4y bao s& co quyét dinh trong vong vai ngay.

Hién gio, minh tam & voi me, ludt su ctia me cho re'mg minh s§ ¢ day.

TBOOONEESQ: C6 thé I nhur vAy. Céu s& dén trurong chir?

APRILNPARIS: U, ca tuéin rdi minh cha dung dén bai vo gi ca.

TBOOONEESQ: Mai s€ gap cau sau.

APRILNPARIS: Theodore, cam on cau.

000

Mt tiéng sau, Theodore van tinh nhur sdo, dau éc tua di tua lai khong ngimg, tir April sang vu 4n giét ba Duffy, r6i ngwoc lai.
Ban dang doc truyén Lugt Sw Nhi dugc tai mien phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 8

Julio dang doi. Theodore phanh két xe trude diy coc dung xe gan cot cdr trudc cong trudng va chao, “Hola, Julio. Buends dias (Chao bubi séng).”
“Hola, Theodore.”

Theodore vong xich quanh banh trude xe dap rdi bim khoa. Chuyén xich xiéc y?in khién cau buc minh. Pén tin niim ngodi, xe 0 dé & Strattenburg van
an toan. Khong ai phdi ban long mang xich khéa. Roi xe dap bat dau bi danh cap, gio van vy, va cac 6ng bo ba me cuong quyet bat phai ting cuong
bién phap an ninh.

“Camon tdi qua d gitip minh” Julio néi. Tiéng Anh ciia cau bé khé tt, nhung phat 4m van con nng, Viée cau chi dong tiép can Theodore & trudng,
chil ddng goi chuyén the nay 1a mdt bude tién. Theodore nghi vay.

“Khong ¢6 gi. Bit ké ic ndo minh ciiing sin sang”
Julio dao mét nhin quanh. Mot nhém déng tir xe buyt dang di vé phia cong trrde. “Cau rat hiéu ludt, phai khong, Theodore?”
“Ca b ca me minh déu | lut su m.”

“Cénh sdt, toa 4n, tit ca nhing thir 46 chtr?” Theodore nhiin vai. Céu khong bao gitr chéi | minh s hiru mdt hrong kién thirc déng né v luat phép.
“Minh ciing biét kha nhidu,” ciu tra Ibi. “C6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Vu xtr dinh dm hién nay, & ng Duffy 42"
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“U, ong Ay bi xtr vé toi git ngudi. Va day ding 1 mdt vu lon.”
“Minh n6i chuyén vé vu d6 duoc khong?”

“Puoc chir,” Theodore noi. “Minh mudn biét vi sao duoc khong?”
“C6 thé minh biét gj dy.”

Theodore soi vao it Julio. Cau ban quay di va nhin chd khac, nhur thé da am gi sai tréi viy. Mot thy tro Iy gidm thi la mily dira hoc sinh nglmg gy Ion
va nhac ching vao 16p. Theodore cung Julio hudng vé phia ctra chinh.

“Gid an trera minh s€ tim cdu,” Theodore hira.
“Puogc. Camon.”
“Khong c6 gima.”

Lamnhur tam tri Theodore danh cho vu xtr Duffy con chura du, gio cau con Tim thtr An ban hon. Ti ti thtr. Liéu mdt cau bé vo gia cu muroi tudi nguoi El
Salvador c6 thé bict gi vé vu gict Myra Duffy day?

Khong gi heL Theodore qua quyét vay khi dat chén vio phong hoc. Cau vira gb ba 16 vira chio thiy Mount. Tht birt riit. Nira gios nita, phién toa vu
xét xir 16n nhét trong lich str Strattenburg s& lai bat dau, ma cau khong thé c6 mit. That khong cong bang,

000
Trong subt gidr gidi lao, Theodore kén dén thur vién va trén trong mot 6 doc sach. Cau 16i miy xach tay ra va bét tay vio viéc.

Thu ky toe ky duoc cir theo vu Duffy la ¢6 Finney. 0 Strantenburg, ¢6 1 thu ky sb mdt, theo nhing gi Theodore hong duge quanh tda dn. Cling nhur
moi phién xét xtr khdc, ¢6 Finney ngdi ké ngay phia dudi ban thAm phan, canh chd dmg ctia nhin chimg. D6 1 vi tri tot nhét trong phong xir. Cong vice
ctia ¢d Finney 1 ghi lai tirg 10i ctia thdm phan, céc ludt swr, nhan chimg va cudi ciing a bdi thim doan. Véi chiée may tdc ky, ¢6 Finney ¢6 thé d& dang
ghi lai hai tram ndm muroi tor mdt pht.

Ngay trudc, theo nhur ba Boone ké lai, cac thu ky toa toe ky bang tay, mot phuong phap ghi chép st dung cac mé ky hiéu, chir viét tit va bat cir thi
phap ndo mién I theo kip hoi thoai. Sau phién toa, 1 ngudi thu ky s& chuyen ban viét tay thanh ban danh miy hoan thién theo trinh tur nhiing gi da duoc
trinh bay trong phién tda. Cong viéc ndy phai ton vai ngay, thim chi ca tuan, doi khi i ca thang, ma lai rat vat va.

Nhung gios ddy, nhos cong nghé, viée tde ky dé dang hon nhidu. Tuyét hon nita, n6 ¢6 thé tao ra bién ban ghi chép tirc thoi. C6 it nhét bon chiée méy tinh
dé ban trong phong xir - mot trén ban Tham phan Gantry, mot trén ban bén bi, mjt trén ban bén nguyén, va mot trén ban thu ky. Trong khi c6 Finney gd
lai tirng 101, van ban s€ dugc chuyén dich, dugc dinh dang 161 nén vao mang ndi bd d€ ca bon may tinh cting dugc cap nht tién trinh xét xu.

Thong thudng, & mot phién toa, dé nay sinh tranh cai quanh viéc nhén chimg ndi gi hay khong n6i gi. Ngay trude, c6 khi thim phan budc phai gia thém
thoi gian dé nguoi thu ky t6i nghiép cuong cudng luc tung tap gidy chép tay, tim lai ban toc ky nguéch ngoac r6i chuyén thanh van ban thurong, Gio, viée
ghi lai mang tinh trc thoi va dang tin cdy hon nhiéu.

C6 Finney 6 mit van phong ¢ trén ting ba chung v6i cac thu ky khéc. Phin mém ho ding i Veritas. Theodore da thdm nhap vao hé thong Vi qua to
mo mudn biét nhimg gl xay ra trong toa. Hé thong d6 c6 tinh bao méat khong cao vi thure ra moi thong tin déu tir phién toa xir cong khai Bit cir ai ciing
¢6 thé bude vao phong xir ma theo ddi. TAt nhién, cai ngudi bét cir ai do khong thé 1 hoc sinh trung hoc. Miic dit khong thé dén tan noi theo doi phién
tda, Theodore da 1én ké hoach dé c6 thé biét chuyén gi dang dién ra.

Céu khong bo 16 phiéu JAm Nlﬁp chimg dAu tién ctia ngay xir thir hqi 1a doi truong do6ibao vé truc tal cbng trude ctia khu Waverly Creek. Chi c6 hai
cong vao khu - cong trude va cong phia Nam Ca hai choi bao vé déu co it nhat mot nhin vién mic dong phuc c6 trang bi vil trang tic tryc hai tur trén
hai tur. Ca hai cong deu c6 camera theo doi. Str dung bang ghi hinh, ngudi doi truong khai rang ong Duffy, hay it nhat la xe ctia Ong, da roi cong trude
vao lic 6 gio 48 budi sing ngay xay ra an mang, va trd ve lic 10 gio 22.

Biing ghi hinh cho thély 6 t6 ciia dng Duffy c6 nha khi vor ong bi giét. Bicu nay chéing c6 nghia Iy gi vi nd da duge thira nhin tir truée. Ong ta di im, trg
ve nha, dau xe, lay xe golf, lai di, d€ ba v van con song ¢ nha. Van dé 1on day, Theodore nghi. Cau nhin dong ho. Gio giai lao chi con nam phit.

Bén nguyén dang doc mdt ban tém tit t& ngit md ta timg xe vao khu Waverly Creek budi sang hom d6. Mot xe gomrac cing nhén vién vé sinh dén mot

nh trong khu. Mot doi It san vao nha khéc. Pai loai thé. C6 vé nhu, it nhéit I Theodore nghi, bén nguyén dang c6 tinh dén timg doi twong khong phéi
1a cu dan noi day c6 thé da ra vao qua hai canh cong,

Pé chimg to diéu g? C6 thé Jack Hogan ¢ mudn chitng minh ring khong ai, khong phurong tién nio c¢6 mit tréi phép & Waverly Creek vao thoi diém
xdy ra vu giet nguoi. Theodore cam giac viéc nay s€ con kéo dai nita.

Nhén ra minh chi dang bo qua mdt min t& ngit tai phién xét xir, cau tit laptop rdi voi vi vao 1p.

00o0



Julio khong ¢6 & céing tin. Theodore &n nhodng nhoang, rdi di tim cAu ta. Cau bi ndi to md 16i kéo, cang ngdi lu trong Iop, cAu cang mudn tim hicu ligu
Julio c6 thé biet dieu gi. Cau hdi may hoc sinh 16p Bay. Khong ai bit Julio & dau.

Theodore trd vé thur vién, vao ding 6 doc sach lic ndy, va lai nhanh chong dot nhip hé thong phan mém ctia c6 Finney. Phién tda dang tam nghi trua
dung nhu Theodore nghi. Néu khong, thé ndo gid n trra cau cling phai phi ra thi trdn nghe ngong tinh hinh.
Va ciing ding nhur du doan, bén nguyén da ¢b chimg minh khong c6 phuong tién khong phén sy ndo xuét hién & Waverly Creek vao thoi gian xay ra an

mang, Theo gia thiét ctia Jack Hogan, ké sat nhan khong phai mt ai d6 c6 thé fur tién vao khu vy nay. Bit cir nguoi la ndo cting déu bi hé thong an ninh
tinh vi kia phat hién. Ké sat nhan, vi thé, phai b mt ai d6 c6 thé dé dang dén rdi di ma khong khién bao vé chi y. Mot ai d6 séng & ddy. Mot ai d6 nhur

ong Pete Duffy.

Nb lyc nay ctia bén nguyen kéo theo man phan phéo nay lira cta luét su Clifford Nance, méc du 6ng gilt yén ling sudt miy gior dau ciia phién xir. Trong
mdt cude tham van chéo s6i ndi va doi lic gay gElt, Iuat su Nance ép vién ddi truong bao v¢ phai thira nhan: (1) ¢6 154 nha biét 1ap va 80 can hd ("r,
Waverly Creek; (2) cu dén ¢ déy so hitu it nhat 477 xe céc loat; (3) c6 mdt con duodng nhira khong c6 bao vé hay camera theo doi; va (4) ¢6 it nhit hai
161 di rai s6i dan vao khu vuc nay khong dugc thé hién trén ban do.

Luat su Nance néi nhu dinh déng c6t ring khu Waverly Creek chiém dién tich 1.200 méu, voi rét nhidu lach sudi, hd ao, viing vinh, thung King, nhiing
vat rimg, nhitng diy phd, nha &, chung cu, ba san golf, nén néi chung, viéc dam bao an ninh tuyét dbi 1 “khong thé””.

Vién doi truong mién cudng ddng y. Vé sau, anh ta thira nhin khong thé biét ai c6 mit, ai khong c6 mit bén trong khu cur dan kin cong cao tuwong ay
vao thoi diém xdy ra an mang,

Theodore cho rang, cudc tham van chéo that xuat séc, va rat hi¢u qua. Dicu d6 khien cau buon hon vi da bo 15 man nay.

“Cau dang am gi vay?”” Giong noi khién Theodore giat minh, 161 c4u trd lai v6i thé gidi thire & trudng trung hoc. La April. C6 ban biét 1o nhitng noi 4n
minh ctia Theodore.

“Dang xem tinh hinh ¢ phién toa.”
“Minh hy vong khong bao gids phéi ching kién phién tda ndo nita.”

Theodore dong may tinh, ca hai chuyén sang mot chiéc ban nho gin khu dé tap chi. C6 bé mubn n6i chuyén, va v6i giong gan nhur thi thim cd tuwong
thuat lai bubi im chimg diy 4c mdng trurde bao nhiéu ngudi In dang cau may him hé do xét timng o1 n6i cia ¢o.

Hoi chudng cubi ngiy gong lén e 3 gio rudi va hai muoi phit sau Theodore da c6 mit ¢ toa. Phong xir khong con dong nhur hom trude, Theodore
may min tim dugc chd ngdi ngay canh Jenny, tinh yéu dich thire cta cdu, thur ky Phong an Gia dinh. Nhung chi g5 6 vao dau gbi cau, nhur thé cau chi
mdt chi ctn nho dé thuong, bidu nay ludn khién Theodore buc boi.

BAi tham doan ra ngoai. Thim phan Gantry khong ¢ d6. Pang trong gidr gidi lao. “Tinh hinh thé ndo rdi a?”” cau thi thim

“Céc luat su dang tranh tung trong phong thAm phan,” chi thi thAm lai, mét fu xiu thit vong,

“Chi van nghi 6ng ta c6 toi chir?”” Cau ha giong tham chi con thip hon.

“U. Conem?”

“Em cha biét nira.”

Hai chj em thi thao qua lai dwoc méy phit thi mdt dam dong ran ran di vé phia trén. Tham phan Gantry trd lai. Cac luat swr 1an krot vé chd. Mot nhén vién
chip phap di tim c4c vi bdi thim.

Nhin chimg tiép theo ctia bén nguyén i mdt giam ddc ngAn hang. Jack Hogan bét dAu v6i mot loat cau hoi vé cong ng ctia 6ng Pete Duffy. Ho trao ddi
rat nhiéu vé& von heng, tai sanky quy, cac khoan ng khong thanh toan ding han, tht ca nhimg cai d6 nhu mjt bui bong bong trong dAu Theodore. Cau
quan sat cac vi i boi thim, nhan tlny hau hét cac vi Ay ciing khong theo kip md tai chinh rdi nii nay. Cude thamvan ching miy chbc trd nén nhat nh&o va
budn té. Néu myc dich ctia cude thim vén ki dé chimg minh ng Pete Duffy bi pha san va dang rét can tién myt, thi Theodore nghi 6ng giam déc nay qua
la mdt nhan chimg € hai.

Mot ngdy t& hai ddi voi bén nguyén, it nhét I Theodore nghi vy. Cau liéc nhanh khép phong xti va nhén ra Omar Cheepe nham hiém khong c6 mit.
Theodore bict 6ng ta dang & rat gan, dau d6 thoi, dang theo doi hodc lang nghe.

Vi gidm doc van dang trén da dua moi ngudi vao gidc ngi. Theodore dira miit nhin khiip ban cong, trén do trong ing, chi c6 mot nguoi. Julio dang ¢ do.
Céu ta ngdi & goc xa ctia hang ghé trén cling, cti khom ngudi, dau chi thip thodng noi lan can, nhur thé cau ta khong duge phép xuat hién & day vay.

Theodore quay xung quanh, nhin nhin chimg va bdi thim doan, tir hoi tai sao Julio lai ¢6 himg theo ddi phién toa ndy.

Vai phut sau, Theodore lai liéc nhin Ién. Julio khdng con ngdi mdt minh nita. Omar Cheepe dang ngdi ngay sau Julio, va cau khong hé biét minh dang bi
theo doi.
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Thim phan Gantry cho ngimg phién xir sau ndm gio chidu va triéu tap cac ludt sw dén phong minh daé tham dy mdt cude hop hira hen s& céng thing
Theodore voi ra ngoai tim Julio, nhung khong thiy bong dang cu ta dau, khong may may thay mot dau vet. It phit sau, Theodore dung xe ¢ sén sau van
phong luat cua gia dinh va chay tot vao trong. Elsa dang thu don ban lam viéc, chuan bi ra ve.

“Hom nay & trudng 6n chir, Theodore?” ba nd nu cudi dm ap da thanh ban quyén, va omsiét iy cau.

“Khél’]g a.”

“Sao vay?”

“O trudng chan Bma.”

“Tét nhién rdi. Truong 16p con dic biét chan trong ic ngoai kia dang c6 modt phién toa, phai khong?”

“Phai ddy a.”

“Me chau dang c6 khach. BS chau dang choi golf, nghe chimg in cudi cling rdi.”

“Bd chau can phai tap nhiéu,” Theodore ndi “Tam biét Elsa.”

“Chao cung. Hen mai gap.” Elsa budc ra ngoai ctra trude va Theodore khéa ludn cura.

Woods Boone dé mjt cdy gy choi golf va méy qua bong gan ban m Viéc. Ong tap choi trén mdt tim tham phurong Péng cii k§ khong hé giong voi
tham c6 xanh thudng thiy ctia bd mbn niy. Moi ngiy doi ba ban, khi can “gian gin gian cot”, ong lai danh vai qua. Mai lan 6ng danh truot, chuyén nay
thi thuong xuyén, bong lai Ian ra khoi tham, truot trén san 0, tao nén am thanh rat diic trung, khong ramrap nhu tiéng qua bong bowling ddn ng nhimg
con ki mi hoi giéng ltic n6 chay trén dudng bién. Ca cong ty & ting dudi biét ring tay golf nghiép dur tAng trén lai danh trwot mbt cu.

“A, chao con, Theodore,” Ong Boone néi. Ong ngdi & ban im viée, khong con choi golf, tay 40 xin cao, tAu ngdm bén mép, mdt chdng hd so trude
L.

“Con chao bd.”
“O trwong 6n chir con?”

“Tuyét a.” Néu Theodore can nhén, nhur thinh thoang cau khong kim dwroc, ciu s& ganh tron mot bai thuyét giang ddy mb pham vé tim quan trong ciia
giao duc. “Hoc xong con cd ghé qua tda an.”

“Bb ciing doan thé. C6 gi thia vi khong?”

Hai b6 con noi V§ phién xir dim ba phit. Ong bd dudng nhur khong hé ¢6 chit himg th gi khién Theodore rat khé chiu. Lam sao mdt ludt sur ¢6 thé
khong ti€u hoa ndi mdt sy kién quan trong nhu vay trong hé thong tu phap ctia thi tran duge nhi?

Pién thoai d6 chudng, 6ng Boone ra dau nghe may. Theodore xubng tang dudi ghé tham cac phong con lai trong congty. Vince tro Iy ludt sur dang lam

viéc, cira phong dong kin. Dorothy tro Iy bat dong san da ra ngoai. Nghe thay tir phong me nhing giong ndi c6 phan nghiém trong, Theodore hron udn
ra sanh. Cau van thuong xuyén nghe thdy tiéng khoc 1o trong cin phong Ay, tiéng nirc nd ctia nhirg phu nir u vat véi chuyén hon nhan hodc qué tuyét

vong dang can me gitp do.
Theodore khong nhin dugc cudi trude vé quan trong hda clia me. Pung hong céu mong tré thanh tip ludt su nhu me, méc du cau rat tr hao vé me.

Theodore di vé vin phong ctia minh, n6i chuyén vai phit véi ché Judge, rdi bt dau am bai tap vé nha. Vai phit troi qua va troi dang dan toi. Judge gam
2t khi nghe ngoai ctra ¢ tiéng dong, 161 ai d6 gd cira. Theodore giat minh dirng ddy nhom ra ngoai. La Julio. Theodore voi md cira

“Minh ra ngoai niy ni chuyén durgc khong?” Julio hit hét dau hoi.
“Pugce chir,” Theodore tra 1oi, dong cira lai. “Chuyén gi vay?”

“Minh khong biét nita.”
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“Ban ndy minh thiy ciu ¢ toa 4n. Sao cau lai dén diy?”

Julio bude thém méy budc xa khoi van phong, nhu thé s ¢ ngudi trong do nghe dugc. Cau liéc nhin xung quanh, rét cing thing. “Minh can ai d6 ¢6
the tin cay duoc, Theodore a,” Julio ndi. “Ai d6 hiéu biet vé uat phap.”

“Cau c6 thé tin & minh” Theodore dp 14, v cing hdo hirc duoc nghe phin con lai ctia cu chuyén ma ca ngity cau van nghi vé no.
“Nhung néu minh ké, cau khong duge néi véi bat ky ai khac, duge chir?”

“Puoc, nhung sao cau lai ké cho minh nghe diéu gi ma minh lai khong thé ké véi ai khac? Minh khong hiéu.”

“Minh can 11 khuyén. Ai d6 can biét chuyén nay.”

“Biét chuyén gi?”

Ju}io nhét ca hai tay vao thi quﬁn vai thdng mléng. Trong cau ta déy so hai. Theodore nghi dén cAu ta, me cAuta va cap anh em song sinh ctia ciu ta.
Song trong nha tam, xa qué huong ban xir, bi bd bo roi. Co [ ho e so moi thir trén doi.

“Cau c6 thé tin & minh, Julio” Theodore nhéc lai.

“U » Julio nhin xudng chan, khong dam nhin vao mét Theodore. “Minh c6 ngudi anh ho, cling dén tir Salvador. Anh 4 ay 0 day, Strattenburg. Anha dy nhleu
tudi hon minh, ¢4 & murdi tim hay murdi chin gi dAy. Dén dugce khoang mit namrdi. Anh Ay lim & sén golf. Cit co, d6 nude vao cac bon lim mat, méy
viée vat kiéu thé. Cau c6 choi golf khong?”

“Co.”

“Vay chic cau da thiy nhitng ngudi im cong viée Ay & sin golf.”

“U.” Sang thir Bay no, Theodore ciing choi v6i bd & san golf Strattenburg. O d6, quanh cac duong kin bong va khu vire danh bong vao 16, lic nao
cling c6 damba nhdn cong - i’ cu moi chgt nhin ra hau hét 1a ngurdi gdc My Latinh - [am chan lang quang, cham sdc san bai

“Sén golf ndo vAy?” Theodore hoi. It nhit c6 dén ba san & khu wire do.
“O 6, khu c6 nguoi phy nit bi giét.”
“Waverly Creek?”

“U.” Theodore cam thiy 1ong ngue thit lai, nhur bi miic nghen, mdt c4i gi vira mdi hinh thanh. “Tiép di” cau giuc, du ¢6 diéu gi d6 mich bo cau hay
dung cude noi chuyén ngay lap tirc ma chay vé van phong, khéa ctra lai.

“Um, anh 4y di hm ding hom vy giét ngum xay ra. Anh iy dang an trua. Gio 3 an trua cua anh aybat dau lic 11 gio 30, két thic lic 12 gio. Anh 4y rat
nh6 nha, nén hau nhir ngiy ndo cting tron moi ngudi ra an riéng mot minh. Anh 4 dy lu6n mang theo tamanhgla dinh chup b, me va bbn emftrai, va Ioi anh
ra ngim trong lic an. Di nhur vay rat buén nhung nd nhiic anh Ay vi sao phai & chon nay. Hang thang anh van déu din giri tién vé nha. Ho rat nghéo.”

“Anh dy an trra & chd ndo?” Theodore hoi, cam gidc vira xuat hién mot manh mbi.

“Minh khéng hiéu vé& golf, chi biét nhimng gi anh 4y ké. Bai bong kn, chd ngodt gip, ciu biét nhimg thir dy chir?

“Han r6i.”

“Um, anh minh lic d6 dang ngdi dudi bong cdy ¢ mjt chd ngoit gip, dai loai dang trén ra goc riéng vi gid nghi an trra 12 thoi gian duy nhét anh iy duoc
6 mot minh, va anh thay nguoi dan 6ng ay trén mot ch1ec xe golf phong rit nhanh doc theo dudng kin bong, Ngudi nay ¢6 bd gy golf & sau xe, nhung lai
khong danh bong, Ong ta dang voi va. Dot nhién, ong Ay 1& trai va du xe golf gin san sau ngdi nha c6 ngudi phu nit bi giét.”

Theodore, dang nén thd, ndi, “Troi a.” Julio nhin cau.

“Cau tiép di,” Theodore giuc.

“Thé rdi ong Ay nhéy ra khoi xe, di vé phia cira sau, v0i va cdi gidy choi golf; mi cira budc vao nha. Cénh cira d6 khong khéa, ong dy hanh dong rét
nhanh, nhu kiéu 6ng bi€t rd minh dinh lam gi. Anh ho minh cting khong dé y lam dén chuyén nay vi nhitng nguoi song ¢ khu do lic ndo cha choi golf
Nhung ¢ cai gi d6 hoi ky ky khi ngudi dan 6ng d6 coi giay ¢ san sau. Va con lam mot cai gi d6 ma anh minh cho 1a rat la.”

“Cai gi vay?”

“Ngudi d6 deo ging miu tring & tay trai. Cai ny binh thurong, phai khong?”’

“Phai. Hau hét nguoi choi golf thudn tay phai deo ging ¢ tay trai.”



“Piéu dy anh minh ciing giai thich. Vay nghia 14 6ng 4y dang choi golf & dau do 1di lai quyét dinh ghé qua nha. ..”
“Ma lai quén khong théo ging,” Theodor tiép 1o

“C6 thé, nhumg ddy moi ] phan Ia ling. Sau khi bo gidy lai bén cira, ong dy cho tay vao ti i ra mot chiéc giing khac, va voi di ngay vo tay phéi. Ca
doi gang trang.”

Cuc nghen & ngue Theodore gidy cam giac nhu to bang trai bong,
“Tai sao Ong dy deo ca d6i ging trudc khi mo clra vao nha?” Julio dit cau hoi.

Nhung Theodore khong trd 161, Tam tri cu dong dinh vao hinh anh 6ng Pete Duffy ngdi trong phong xir, vy quanh i mot nhom huat su, vé tyr méin hién
10 trén mit 6ng ta nhur the dng ta d8 gy ra mdt tdi dc hoan hao ma khong thé bi bat qua tang,

“Pudng Iin bong ndo vay?” Theodore hoi.
“S4 sau, trén san Creek, 1 minh nghe bao thé.”” Nha vo chéng Duffy, Theodore tur nhi.
“Lic d6 anh ho cu & cach bao xa?”

“Minh khong biét. Minh chura timg dén do. Nhung anh dy tron k§ Fim. Khi ngudi dan ong d6 ra khoi nha, ong ta nhin quanh, rt déng ngo, dé chidc
khong ai nhin thay minh. Ong ta khong hé méy may bict anh minh dang quan sat.”

“Ong ta ¢ trong nha bao lu?”

“Khong hé lAu. Ban dau anh ho minh ciing khong nghi ng gi. Anh 4y &n xong, dang cau nguyén cho nguai nha thi dng ta di khoi ding céi cira d6. Ong ta
di quanh san sau khoang mdt phit, nhin dong ho, ngd quanh duong Iin bong, dong thoi thio ca hai gang tong vao tii dung gdy golf. Ong ta lai di giay, roi
nhay tot Ién xe golf lai di.”

“Chuyén gi xay ra sau d6?”

“12 gio, anh ho minh tr6 lai lam viée. Vai gio sau, anh 4y dang cét co & san chin 16 man Bic thi mbt ngudi ban bao c6 chuyén ndo dong ¢ san Creek,
rang canh sat xuat hién khap 1oi, ring ¢ mot vu dot nhdp va mot nguoi phu nit b giét. Subt budi chleu, tiéng don lan nhur gi6 khip sin golf, nén anh ho
minh chiing may chc biét duge do6 1 ngdi nha ndo. Anh 4y liéu i mdt chiée xe phuc vu t6i d6 thi thiy canh sat phong téa quanh ngdi nha. Anh voi lai xe
lang di.”

“Anh 4y c6 ké voi ai khong?”

Julio ¢4 mdt vién s6i, mit lai nhin quanh. Gior trdi da t6i. Khong ai theo ddi ching ca. “Minh van dang néi chuyén bi mat, dting khong Theodore?””

“Tét nhién.”

“Chuyén 13, anh ho minh nhp cu bat hop phap. Me minh c6 gidy to cho bon minh, nhung anh éy thi khong. Hom sau ngaty xay ra vu giét nguoi, canh sat
dén tham tra, dt rt nhiu cau hoi. O ddy c hai thanh nién ngudi El Salvador khéc nita - cling déu nhdp cu bat hop phap. Nén 6ng chii bao ho vdi anh
minh bién di, lanh d4u d6 vai ngay. Ho da 1am vay. Gip canh sat 1d anh minh bi bt ngay, tong vao ti, rdi bi truc xuét vé lai El Salvador.”

“Vay I anh 4y chua timg ké cho ai?”

“Khéng. Chi minh minh thoi. Mt t5i anh dy dang xem ti vi thi thdy ngudi ta dua tin vé& vu giét ngudi. Ho quay ngdi nha, va anh minh nhén ra. Ho quay
nguoi dan 6ng, minh nghif 13 6ng Duffy, dang di b trén via he. Anh ho minh bao anh kha chac chan nguoi dang di d6 chinh Ia nguoi anh thay da bude vao
cannha.”

“Visao anh dy ké cho cau?”

“Vi minh v6i anh 4y k& anh em ho, vi ca minh con di hoc nita. Tiéng Anh ctia minh ciing khé, ma minh lai c6 gidy & tly thén. Anh &y khong hiéu vé h¢
thong toa an nén hoi minh. Minh bao minh s€ ¢6 tim hiéu xem. D6 1a Iy do minh tim dén day, Theodore a.”

“Céu can gi 6 minh?”

“Bao cho bon minh biét nén im gi. Anh 4y c6 thé 13 mdt nhén chimg quan trong, ding khong?”
“0, phai.”

“Vay anh ho minh nén lam gi?”

Chay vé El Salvaldor, Theodore nghi nhung khong ndi ra. “Ch9 minh mdt phit”, ciu dép, ham ring nghién chit. Niéng ring dot nhién khién ciu dau
nhoi. Cu da mot vién so6i, ¢6 hinh dung ra bao to s& thé nao néu anh ho Julio ding ra lam nhan ching,



“Cé gi d6 dai loai nhur phan thudng khong?”Tulio hoi.
“Anh 4y mudn tién u?”
“Ai lai khong mudn tién chir?”

“Minh khong biét nita, ¢6 thé gio' mudn qua rdi. Phién toa da xong mdt nira roi.” Theodore lai d4 mdt vién soi, va bt gidc trong mot I, hai cau bé clng
nhin chdm chiam xuong chan.

“Chuyén nay thit khong thé tin dwoc,”

Theodore ct 1oi. Cau gan nhur choang vang, va i boi. Nhung tri nfio cau du sang subt dé hiéu viéc nay virot qua sirc minh. S& phéi ki nguoi 6n duong
dau voi vy ndy.

Khéng cé cach nao giit kin duge bi mit ndy.

“Sao n30?” Julio hdi thiic. Cau bé giy dang nhin Theodore, chd doi nhitng 101 1§ thong thi.
“Anh ho cau séng o dau?”

“Gén Quarry. Minh chura bao gior dén d6.”

D6 1a diéu Theodore da doén ra. Quarry I3 mot khu x6m liéu noi nguoi ¢6 thu nhap thip sinh séng. Strattenburg 1a mot thi trén an toan, nhung thinh
thoang ciing xay ra mdt vai vu ban sting hodc dudi toi phamma tiy, va nhitng chuyén nay duong nhu chi xay ra quanh khu Quarry.

“Minh ¢6 thé ndi chuyén véi anh ho cau khong?” Theodore hoi

“Theodore, minh chiing biét d4u. Anh 4y thirc s lo Eing v& vu ndy. Anh 4y so s& dinh vao réc réi. Cong viéc ctia anh Ay rat quan trong ddi véi gia dinh
anh ay.”

“Minh hiéu. Nhung, minh cin ndim chéc cac chi tiét trrde khi quyét dinh phai im gi. Bao Jau cau gip anh ho mot 1in?”

“Mi tuin mot d6i lin. Anh Ay ghé qua nha tinh thurong, gip me minh. Anh 4y rit nh6 nha, va bon minh i gia dinh duy nht ctia anh & ddy.” “Anh dy 6
dién thoai khong?”’

“Khong, nhung anh Ay séng v6i miy nguoi nita, mt ngudi trong sb ho co dién thoai.”

Theodore budc quanh san g‘Iau xe rai s6i, d&m minh trong suy nghi. Rdi cdu bung tay noi, “OK, dugc 101, k& hoach thé nay. Clr coi nhu t6i nay cau can
minh giip lam bai tap dai so.”

‘U, minh doén 14 duge.”
“Hay chindi la dugce.”
“Du('),c-”

“Tét. Hay lién lac v6i anh ho cdu, bao anh a 4y ghé qua chd cau, khoang mdt gio nita. Minh s& chay qua dé gitip cau Bmbai, va s& bat ngd gip duoc anh
ho cau. Cau bao anh dy 1 ¢6 thé tin twéng & minh, va ring minh s& khong tiét 1 bi mat ctia anh Ay cho bt cir ai, trir phi anh dy dong ¥. Puoc chir?”

“Minh s& ¢b. Chuyén gi xay ra sau khi cau néi chuyén v6i anh ay?””
“Chéing biét nira. Minh chira hinh dung xa dén vay.”
000

Julio bién mét vao giita bong dém. Theodore tr¢ lai van phong, trong d6 c6 mot tap hd so vé vu Duffy. D6 14 nhitng bai bao, ban sao céo trang, va
nhitng thong tin tir Internet vé Pete Duffy, Clifford Nance, thdm chi ca Jack Hogan - ludt su bén nguyén.

Tét ca cac luat su déu c6 ho so luu. ..
000

Toi thir Tur dong nghia v6i viée mua d6 3n & nha hang Trung Hoa Golden Dragon. Bira trura t6i dugc ding tai phong nho trong lic ca nha Boone cing
xem chuong trinh va thich ctia Theodore, show truyén hinh Perry Mason xura xira xira xua.

Ba Boone van dang phai tiép khach hing, mdt phu nit nghéo dang khoc Io¢ trong vin phong khoa trai ctra ctia me. Ong Boone dang chuén bi dén
Golden Dragon thi Theodore xin phép chay méai nha tinh thwong it phit gap Julio.



“Pimg vé mudn qué,” dng Boone nhéic. “Nha ta an t6i lic 7 gior day.”

“Khong mudn dau a. TAt nhién nha ta s& an lic bay gio 161

Cong ty c6 mdt thur vién & tang trét, khu déing trude. Ngay gitra thur vién B mot chiée ban dai, xung quanh toan ghé da. Sét tuong oén cong nhing chiée
gia chat day sach. Cac cude hop quan trong déu dicen ra ¢ ddy. Thi thoang, cac nhom lut sur gap g8, ban thao, thurong thuydt. Tro ly Vince thich lam viée
0 d6. Theodore cling vy, nhitng khi van phong khong ban lam. Cau con thich len vao thu vién vao chiéu mudn, sau khi cong ty dong ctra va moi nguoi

dara vé hét.

Theodore ctng Judge vao trong, dong ctra. Céu khong bat den, thong tha ngdi vao mot chiéc ghé da, chan gic 1én ban, nhin tran trin vao timg hang sach
ning né. Hang ngan cudn. C4u gan nhu khong con nghe thiy tiéng me va ba khach hang vong lai tir mg kia sanh.

Theodore khong quen dtra tré no lai c6 bd me 1 dong nghiép. Céu ciing khong quen dira tré nao ngiy ngy sau gio hoc van hron 16 & van phong. Hau
hét ban bé cau ch(n bong chiy hodc bong d4, boi 161 hoic loanh quanh & nha chd in thi. Con cau thi dang ngdi déy, trong thur vién tdi tim ctia mdt cong
ty Iudt, suy tu v& nhitng sy kién dién ra vai gio qua.

Cau thich noi nay - ddm dac mii da thude cii, mii tham mde, mii sach bui baim Biu khong khi cua quyén luc.

Lam thé ndo ma lai 1 cau, Theodore Boone, biét s that vé vu an mang nha Duffy. Trong s6 timg 4y cur dén ¢ Strattenburg, ¢6 & khoang bay muroi im
nghin nguoi, tai sao lai la cau? Toi dc ghé gdmnhat cua thi tran nay ke tir mdt vu t€ hai ndo do6 tirg xay ra hoi nhitng nam 1950 va cau, Theodore, dot
nhién bj dinh liu vao.

Cau khong con biét phai m sao.

Ban dang doc truyén Luct Sw Nhi dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 10

Lic Theodore dung xe thi thiy miy nguoi trong ¢6 vé th 16 dang 1on von quanh 16i vao Nha Tinh thuong phd Highland. Caubudc qua chd ho véi cau
ndi lich sy “Xin cho di nhd” va nu cuoi nha nhan. Theodore thure sy khdng e ngai boi may ngurdi ndy s€ khong dinh lam phien mdt chii nhde. Mui nrgu
bia hoi ham lgm trong khong khi.

“C6 tién Ié khong, nhoc?” mdt giong choi tai dudi theo.

“Khdng a,” Theodore tra 101, khong hé budc chim lai.

Bén trong, dudi tAng him, Theodore tim thiy Julio cling ca nha vira in xong bira téi Me Julio chi n6i duge tam tam chit tiér}g Anh, nhung hén nhién ba
rat ngac nhién khi gip Theodore vao ngay thir Tur. Theodore giai thich bang thir ting Tay Ban Nha cu cho 1 chuin murc, rang Julio can ciu kém thém
mo6n Dai s6. RS rang, ba khong hiéu thir tiéng Tay Ban Nha chuan mure vi ba hoi lai Julio xem Theodore dang ndi gi. Roi Hector bét dau khoc doi cai gi
d6 nén ba quay sang do danh cau bé.

Céng tin dong nghet ngurdi va nong buee, lai thém méy dira tré khéc ciing dang quiy khoc. Theodore cting Julio tron Ién mot phong hop nhé & ting trén,
noi me cu van thinh thoang tiép céac than chii & Nha Tinh thuong.

“Cau da noi chuyén véi ong anh ho chua?” Theodore dong cira 101 hoi ban.

“ROi. Anh 4y bao s& dén, nhung minh ciing ching chic dau. Anh 4y so, Theodore a. Néu anh 4y khong 16 dién thi ciing dirng ngac nhién.” “Puoc ma.
Clr Ambai dai s di.”

“Van phai lim sa0?”
“Julio, cau dang bi diém C. Thé van chira 6n dau. Cau can cb dat diémB.”

Sau muroi phit, ca hai déu thay ngao ngan. Theodore khong thé tap trung vi tAm tri cAu mai nghi v& 6ng anh ho ctia Julio, vé qua bom tiém an ma viée anh
ta ra lam chimg c6 the gy ra. Con Julio thi vat vo vi céu von ghét dai s0. Di dong ctia Theodore d6 chuong,

“Me minh day,” cdu vira md dién thoai wira giai thich.

Ba chuéq birdi van phong va chot lo léngyé Theodore. Céu trén an me ring minh hoan toan én, dang ciing Julio siéng néng bai vo, va s& vé ding gids dé
an bira t61 Trung Hoa, du ¢6 the 1a bira toi lanh ngat. Nong hay ngudi thi co gi khac biét chir?

Chd Theodore d6ng nép di dong, Julio néi “cau c6 di dong ké ciing hay nhi” “Minh d4u phai dira duy nhit & trrdng c6 di dong dau,” Theodore khiém
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ton. “Ma ciing chi dé goi nhitng cudc ndi hat thoi, khong goi duge dudng dai.”

“Van hay chan.”

“N6 chi Ia céi dién thoai théi ma, dau phai may tinh.”

“Ca 16p minh chang ai c6 di dong ca.”

“Cau mdi lop Bay théi ma. Doi dén ndm sau. Cu doén anh ho ciu g0 dang & dau?”

“Minh goi cho anh 4y di.” Theodore ngan ngi, rdi lai nghi, Sao lai khong nhi? Cau khong thé & day ca t6i dé cho anh ta. Cau bam sd, dua dién thoai cho
Julio, céu bé nghe mdt lic 161 bao, “Hop thur thoai.” Cé tiéng gd ngoai cura.

00o0

Neudi anh ho ctia Julio vin dang mic bo dd bao ho kaki mang dong chirt WAVERLY CREEK GOLF in dam dAng sau 40 va ca noi tti ngyc nhung ¢
chit nho hon nhidu. Chiéc il dong phuc cling mang dong chir twong tr. Voc dang anh khong nhinh hon méy so voi Theodore va trong anh tré nhu chura
dén murdi tim muoi chin tudi. Cp mét sim mau ctia anh dao quanh déo dac, va vira dom ngdi xubng, anh da nhu nudn sin sang rdi di bat ky lic nao.

Anh khong chiu bit tay Theodore, khong chiu gidi thi¢u tén ho ddy dd. Bang thir tiéng Tay Ban Nha nhanh nhur gi6, anh trao doi voi Julio. Loi 1§ c6 vé
cang thang,

“Anh 4y mudn biét tai sao lai phai tin cau,” Julio néi. Theodore v6 cing biét on phén phién dich ciia ban vi cau hau nhu cha hiéu gi.

Theodore 161, “Julio, c4u nghe ndy, néi cho nhanh vy nhé. Anha 4y dén gip cau, cdu dén gip minh, va g0 minh & ddy. Minh khong phai a ngudi khoi
xuéng. Néuanh 4 ay mu6n di thi xin tam biét. Minh ciing mimg s& duoc vé nha.” Mot doan hoi thoai gay git bang tiéng Anh, v6i nhiing tir ngit clmg rén.
Julio dich sang tiéng Tay Ban Nha, va nguoi anh ho nhin Theodore chiim chim nhur thé bi xtic pham.

Theodore khong mubn ra vé. Dau biét minh nén im vAy. Tt hon | khong nén dinh lu. Cau thdm nhii minh chiing nén ddy dwa, nhung su that 1a
Theodore dang rét hao himg v6i vi tri ctia minh lic nay. “Hay bao anh Ay c6 thé tin twdng & minh, minh s& khong n6i véi ai nhitng gi anh ké dau”
Theodore noi voi Julio.

Julio chuyén 101, va ngudi anh ho t6 ra yén tAm phan nao.

Theodore tlﬁy 10 la tam can ngudi anh ho cuc ky bét‘én va mong duoc gitp d. Julio tiép tuc lién thodng bang tiéng TAy Ban Nha. Cau ta dang dé cao
Theodore ngat troi, Theodore nghe hiu dugc mot phan nhur vay.

Nguoi anh ho nd nu cuoi.

Theodore d3 chun bi sin mdt tAm ban dd in mau khu golf Creek nho cong cu tim kiém Google Earth Search, va da danh dAunha Duffy. Nguoi anh ho,
van chua Chiu ndi tén, bét dauké. Anh ta chi vao mjt diém gjira dam cay & khiic ngodit gip trén duong bin bong s6 séu, ké nhur méy nhing gi da nhin
thay. Liic 4y anh dang ng01 trén miy khiic cay d6 gan mot long murong can, ngay gitta hang cy, vira an trua vira nghi dén viée riéng cua minh, thi thiy
nguoi dan 6ng vao nha bang cira hdu va miy phit sau lai tir d6 di ra. Julio danh liéu m chan phién dich, thinh thoang lai cat 1oi anh ho dé chuyén sang
tiéng Anh cho Theodore.

Theodore, v6i trinh d6 ctia minh, cang lic cang bi hiéu dwoc nhiéu hon vi d4 quen khiu ngit ctia nguoi anh ho.

Ngudi anh ho ta lai quang canh hén don quanh san golf khi canh sat dén va tin don da lan rong. Cau ban anh, mdt nhdc nguoi Honduras phuc vu ban &
quan nuéng ctia ciu lac b golf cho biét, dng Duffy dang an bira trira mudn thi nghe tin ngudi ta phét hién ra thi thé vo minh. Ong ta rdi ca kén, lao khoi
quén, nhay Ién xe golf, va phong vé nha. Ngudi ban ndy ké 6ng Duffy mic 4o len mau den, quan Au miu mit ong nhat, d6i mii golf mau hat dé. Mot bo
canh hoan hao, ngudi anh ho nhan xét. D6 ciing chinh 13 b canh trén ngwdi ngudi dan dng mé anh ta trong thiy budc vao nha 6ng ba Duffy rdi miy phut
sau lai ra ngay.

Theodore Jy tir ciip hd so ra bdn birc anh ctia Pete Duffy. Ca bbn birc anh déu Ky trén Internet, tr thu muyc luu trlf cva nhat bao Strattenburg, phong
to ¢& 20x30 cm. CAu trai cac birc hinh lén,nﬁt ban va cho doi. Nguc‘n';mh ho khong thé nhan dién 6ng Dufty. Anh ta wde tinh minh dang & cho an trua
yeén tinh cach nguoi dan 6ng tir ba muroi dén ndm muroi mét khi nhin thay 6ng ta. Nguoi anh ta nhin thay kha giong voi ngudi trong anh, nhung khong thé
khang dinh trdm phan trdm. Tuy nhién, chi tiét vé 4o quan ctia ngudi dan 6ng do thi anh ta rat chiac chan.

Nhan dang duoc chinh xac ngudi trong anh la 6ng Duffy s& hitu ich, nhung khong nht thiét. Bé xac dinh duoc ong ta da méc nhur thé nao khong kho, va

mdt khi c6 nhan chimng tréng thdy mdt ngudi méic quan 4o y chang ong ta budc vao ngdi nha vai phit trude vu giét ngudi thi ciing da dir ddy nén nghi
ngd, it nhét 3 Theodore nghi véy.

Trong lic nghe Julio dich sang tiéng Tay Ban Nha, ciu quan sat ngudi anh ho thit cham chi. Khong nghi ngo gi 1a anh ta dang ké sy thit. Taisao khong
phai su th:;it chir? Noi doi thi anh ta dau c() duoc gl, lai g(‘m mit nhicu Ia dang khac. Cau ghuyén clia anh ta dang tin cdy. Va ]al, nd hoan toan trimg khit
voi gid thiét ¢6 t0i cua bén nguyén. Mac dau vdy, van dé Ia bén nguyén tham chi khong he biét cd6 mdt nhan chirng nhur vy ton tai.

Theodore Eing nghe, va lai tr hoi minh nén m g tiép theo.



Nguoi anh ho n6i cang loc cang nhanh hon, nhur thé cudi cing con ddp da vd 0a va anh ta mubn xa moi thi. Julio vi thé dich cling vat va hon. Theodore
déanh may dién cudng vao may tinh, co ghi lai duge cang nhicu cang tot. Cau ngt bai twong thudt, bao Julio nhic lai dicu gi d6, roi lai tiép tuc.

Pén khi Theodore khong nghi ra thém cau hoi ndo nita, cau liéc voi ddng hd va gidt minh vi da mudn dén thé. D3 qua 7 gio t6i, va b me cau hin s&
khong hai long khi cdu con trai vé an toi khong ding gio. Cau ndi minh phai di. Ngudi anh ho hdi moi chuyén tiép theo s€ ra sao.

“Em khong chéic nita” Theodore tra 101, “Hay cho em thém thoi gian. Em phéi nghi that thiu d4o.”

“Nhung c4u di hira s& khong ké voi ai,” Julio nhéc.

“Minh s& khong ké, Julio. Khéng Kké, chirng nao cé ba ching ta chura vach dugc ra mot ké hoach.”

“Néu anh 4y hoang sg, anh 4y s& bién mét ddy,” Julio ndi, git du v6i ngudi anh ho. “Anh Ay khong thé bi bat. Cau hiéu chir?”

“Tét nhién minh hiéu.”

00o0

Mi x30 ga bi ngudi hon moi lin, nhung Theodore khong dé tim Nha Boone ding bita trong khay, vira an vira xem i vi trong phong sinh hoat nho.
Judge, von da tir chdi thire an cho cho ngay tir tuan dau tré thanh thanh vién ctia nha Theodore, ciing cé mdt bat gan ti vi. Khong c¢6 gi anh hudng khau
vi ctia no.

“Sao con khong an di?”” me huo huo diia hoi.

“Con dang an ma.”

“Con c6 vé lo @&nh” bd nhan xét. B thi ding dia.

“U, phai ddy,” me ciing dong tinh. “O Nha Tinh thirong ¢ chuyén gi a?”

“Khong, con chi dang nghi vé Julio va gia dinh c4u Ay, chéc ho phai khé khan Bm.”

“Con thit | cau bé d4ng yéu, cung a!” Gia ma bd me biét duoc, Theodore nghi.

Trén ti vi, Perry Mason mic d6 mau den tring dang & gitta mot vu xir Ion va nﬁp‘mé thua. Chu toa chan ngan 6ng ta. Cac vi boi tham tréng 6 vé nghi
ngo. Bén nguyén thi day tyr tin. DOt nhién, Perry nhin vao dam dong khan phong roi goi tén mdt nhan chimg bat ngd. Nhan chimg budc t1 buc, va bét
dauké mot cau chuyén khac xa cau chuyén ctia bén nguyén. Cau chuyén mdi hoan toan hop ly. Nhan chiing bét ngd dugc thdm van chéo, va boi tham
doan nghiéng han vé phia than chu ctia Perry Mason.

Lai thém mdt céi két c6 hau. Mot chién théng cta ludt phap.

“Lam gi ¢6 chuyén nhur vdy,” ba Boone Ién tiéng, D6 1a dicu ba phai cb nhic di nhic lai it nhat ba lin mbi tip phim. “Lam gi ¢6 chuyén nhan chimg bong
du i 1o hién ra nhu thé.”

Theodore tim tlﬁy co hoi dé md man. “Nhung néu c6 mdt nhan chirng d6t nhién xuét hién thi sao a? Mot nhén chirng then chét giip timra sy that. Mot
nhan chirmg khong ai biet dén.”

“Néu khong ai biét dén, viéc gi nguoi ta lai tim duong dén toa 4n?” dng Boone hoi.

“Néu anh ta chi m6i xuét hién thi sa0?” Theodore dap. “Néu ai do da chirng kién tAn mit vu viéc, nay moi doc duoc tin vé phién toa trén bao, hodc ngd
thay trén truyen hinh, va quyet dinh xuat hién thi sao? Khong ai bict vé s ton tai cua nguoi d6. Khong ai bict nguroi d6 da chimg kién t0i ac. Vay quan
toa s€ lam gi?”’

Rét hiémkhi Theodore c6 thé bt bi dwoc hai vi udt su kia trong gia dinh, dt chi la mdt chat. B me cau cung nghi vé cau hoi cau mdi dit ra. Bén day
c0 thé chac chan vai dicu. Mot, bo va me déu s€ co y kién riéng, Hai, khong thé nao c6 chuyén ho s& dong y.

Me cau khai mao trude. “Bén nguyén khong thé st dung mdt nhan chimg chura timg duoc tiét 16 trude tda va bén bi. Quy dinh khong cho phép nhan

chirg bat ngo.”

“Nhung,” dén ot bo, gin nhur chén 10 va sén sang khau chién, “néu bén nguyén khong biét dén nhén chimg, thi lam sao cong khai danh tish nguoi ta
duoc. Mot phién xét xtt cling chi la d€ tim dén sy that. Tir choi co hdi cho mdt nhan chimng trye tiép dugc tham van thi cling chang khac gi che giau su
that.”

“Quy dinh van a quy dinh.”

“Nhung quy dinh van ¢ thé duoc chii toa stra d6i néu can.”

“Viée két an khong thé xdy dung trén si cam thong,”



“Anh khong chéc thé dau.”

Cail qua céi lai. Ci i cai lui. Theodore chi yén king. Céu dinh nhéic bb me 1a cé hai déu khong phéi chuyén gia vé It hinh s, nhung nhan xét nhu thé
chi ctng lac cham hai ngdi phéo. Nhimg cude thao luan kiéu nay la binh thurong trong nha Boone, chinh Theodore da hoc durgc rat nhicu vé luat qua cac
bita t6i, & hang hién trude nha, thdm chi ca nhitng lic ngodi ghe sau xe.

Ché“ing han, cau da hoc dugc réng, Ia luat su, bb me dugc coi ]a nguoi clia toa an. Vi thé, ho ¢6 bdn phén 16 trg viée thuc'thi cong lIy. Néu céc luat su
khac vi pham dao dirc nghe nghiép, hay néu canh sat khong chap hanh luat, hoac khi mot tham phan di chéch hudng, thi b6 me céu phai c6 hanh dong
hop ly. Nhiéu ludt su khac lam ngo trude trach nhiém ndy, theo danh gia ctia bd me, nhung ho thi tuyét doi khong,

Theodore khong dam ké v& ngudi anh ho cta Julio. Y thirc trach nhiém ctia hai ngurdi co thé s& ddy ho dén gip théing Thim phan Gantry. Ngudi anh ho
kia sé bi génh sat b?t di, dua ra toa, qua tham van, roi s€ bi g1am gilt vi t(f)j nhép cu bat hop phap. Ho c6 thé bo th anh ta, dai loai 1a mt trai tip trung
nao do, roi, theo thay Mount, anh ta s&€ phai cho vai thang dé r6i bi dua vé El Salvador.

Uy tin ctia Theodore s& syp d6. Ca mdt gia dinh s& bi nguy hai.

Nhung, mit ké c6 0i s& bi két an. Con néu khong, Pete Duffy ¢ thé tir do bude ra khoi toa. Ong ta s rii bo dugc toi danh giét nguoi.

Theodore c¢6 nudt mdt miéng thit g ngudi ngiit.

C4u biét dém nay minh s& kh6 ma ngii duoc.
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Chuong 11

Chi dén khi mt trdi Ién, nhimg con ac mdng méi chim dirt, va Theodore moi thdi khong ¢b nghif im thé nao dé durge nghi ngoi mot chit. Cau nhin trin
tran rat lau n tran nha, chd doi nhitng &m thanh cho thay bo me da ddy chuan bi di lam. Cau xoa dau chao Judge, chii chd van dang ngti dudi gam
Bémdo, Theodore da ty thuyét phuc minh khong biét bao nhiéu lan répg cdu khong con lira chon nao khéc la ngay sém nay phai ngdi lai ké’ hét cau
chuyén vé ngudi anh ho ctia Julio cho bo me nghe. Cau nhip nhom nhicu an voi y dinh d6. Va cudi cing, khi bude ra khoi girong, cu quyct dinh khong
the ép bude ban than phan boi lai oi hira v6i anh em Julio. Cau s& khong ke véi ai. Ké ca mit ke c6 01 sdp dugc tha bong di ching nira thi day cling
khong phai la van d€ ctia Theodore.

Nhung cé phai vay khong?

Céu tao nén nhitng tiéng On quen thudc trong nghi 1€ budi sang ctia minh - tim rira, danh rang, co niéng ring, va chon trang phuc, mot cudc tra tin dbi
voi cau. Nhu thuong I, cau lai nghi dén Elsa voi théi quen kho chiu cua ba 1a sdm soi 4o quan, giay dép xem chiing ¢ an sam voi nhau khdng, va xem
chiing ¢ bi lap lai trong vong ba ngdy qua hay khong,

Céu nghe théty b da roi nhi trudc 7 gios vai phit. Cau nghe thiy me trong phong nghi dang theo ddi churong trinh truyén hinh budi sém. Prng béy gio
rudi, Theodore dong cira budng tam, md di dong, va bam so goi bac Ike.

Ike khong phai la nguoi cham ddy som Sw nghiép nho nho va budn t¢ i Am chén tinh thué ban thoi gian ctia bac khong doi hoi bac phai dy som, bac
cting chang c6 tam trang hao himg dé khoi dong ngay moi. Cong viée cta bac that am dam, hon mot lan bac ke I6 nhu vay voi Theodore. Va con mot
van d€ khac nita. Tke udng qua nhicu, cai théi quen ctia ngudi khong thanh dat dy tao nén nhiing bubi sang Ie mé. Nhiéu ném nay, Theodore da nghe
ngudi In khéo nhau vé vu ruou ché cta Ike. Elsa ¢6 lan hoi Vince mdt cdu lién quan dén Ike, va Vince tra 1i cut lin: “C6 the, néu ong ay khong say.”
Theodore dang & khong bict chuyén d6, nhung qua that cau nghe duoc tir quanh van phong nay nhi¢u hon ngudi khac nghi.

Cude goi cudi cing cting duoc nhin voi mot giong rin rit va thd 16, “Theodore diy ha?” “Vang, chiao béc Ike. Chau xin 151 da km phién bac som thé
nay.” Theodore dang c0 ha giong cang thap cang tot.

“Khong sao, Theodore. Ta doan chau c6 chuyén gi d6 phai ban tam.”
“Vang, minh ndi chuyén duoc khong a, ngay som nay? Bén chd bac? Moéi c6 chuyén rat quan trong, chau so khong thé thio luan voi b me chau duge.”
“Pugc chir, Theodore. May gid n30?”

“C6 thé 14 sau 8 gio mdt chitt. 8 rudi chéu phai vao 16p. Nhung néu chau di sém qua me chéu s& nghi.”
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“Puoc. Ta rat ¢ himg”

“Camon, Ike.”

Theodore voi vang an cho xong bita sang, hon chio tam biét me, chao Judge, va dung 8 gity da tot Ién xe dap, gudng that nhanh xudi theo hém Mallard.
000

Tke da ngdi san & ban Bm viée véi mot cbe ca phé nghi ngit va mot chiéc banh qué cudn to bu phu mot 16p kemday it nhét hai xéng ti mét. Trong that
ngon, nhung Theodore da an ngi cde tron roi. Hon nira, cau khong ham hd gi vu an ubng, “Chéu 6n ch?” Tke hoi ngay khi Theodore ghé mong vio

mép ghé.

“Chéc 6n. Chéu can phai néi chuyén riéng véi ai 6, mdt nguoi chau tin cdy, mot nguoi hiéu biét vé luat.”

“Chéu d giét nguoi a? Hay cudp nha bang?”

“Khong”

“Trong chau cang thang kinh 1én dugc,” ke vira néi vira cin mdt miéng banh qué 13 to, nhét nhdm nhoam vao miéng,
“La vu Duffy, Ike a. C6 I& chau biét chit gi d6 lién quan dén viée 6ng Duffy ¢6 t0i hay khong,”

Tke van tiép tuc nhai, khuyu tay chdng Ién ban. Mt 6ng nheo nheo, cc nép nhén riu vio nhau trong lic dng chii muyc vao Theodore. “Tiép di.””
“Ngodi kia c6 mdt nhan chimng, mdt ngudi khong ai biét dén, da nhin thdy d6i diéu vao thoi diém xay ra vu 4n.”

“Va chau biét nguoi do 1 ai?”

“Vang, va ciing d hira s€ khong ndira.”

“Lam thé quai ndo chéu biét duoc gi nay?”

“Thong qua mot dira ban & trudng. Chéu khong thé ké gi thém vdi bac, Ike. Chéu da hira 1o

Tke nubt mleng banh mdt cach kho nhoc r6i vo Ky chiée cde hép mbt ngum ca phé day miéng. Mt ong khong hé rdi khoi Theodore. Ong khdng ngac
nhién. Thing chiu 6ng biét nhiéu ludt swr, nhén vién tda an, thAm phan, va canh sat nhiéu hon bét ¢t ai trong thanh, phd nay.

“Va bt ké diéu gi nguroi nhan chimg vo danh ndy nhin thiy ngoai kia s& c6 anh huong 16n dén phién xir, diing vay khong?” Tke hoi.
“Ving”

“Nhéan chimg d4 gip canh sat hay luat sur hay bat ky ai lién quan dén vu xir chua?”

“Chua.”

“Nhéan chimg khong mudn xuét hién vao lic nay?”

“Ving.”

“Nhan chimg lo s¢ diéu gi sa0?”

“Ving.”

“Viéc thim vAn ngudi nay s& gitp két t6i 6ng Duffy, hay gifip ong ta tréing 4n?”

“Két toi, tAt nhién roL.”

“Chéau da néi chuyén voi ngudi nay chua?”

“Roia.”

“Va chau tin nguoi ta?”

“Vang, Anh ta n6i thit ddy a.”

Lai mot hoi ca phé dai nita. Mot vét ca phé vurong trén moi. Mt Tke nhu mudn choc thing Theodore.

Tke tiép tyc. “Homnay I thir Nam, ngiy xét xir thir ba. Theo nhimg gi ta nghe durgc, Tham phan Gantry quyét tim két thic vu xir trong tuan ndy, cho



du phai lam viée ca thir Bay. Nghia 1a vu xir ¢6 € da dugc nira duong.”
Theodore git dau. C)ng bac lai ngoam mjt nﬁéng to dung nita, nhai tréu trao. Mot phit tr6i qua.

Tke cudi cing ciiing nudt miéng banh rdi ndi, “Vay 16 rang van dé 1 c6 thé hodc nén im gi, néu duroc, véi nhan chimg nay tai thoi diém ndy cta phién
t0a?”” “Chinh thé a,” Theodore thira nhan.

“Phai, va tir nhitng gi ta biét, Jack Hogan can vai diéu ngac nhién. Bén nguyén da khoi tb mdt vy yéu thé, va ho ngy cang yéu thé.”

“Chéu tuong bac khong quan tim dén vu nay.”

“Ta c6 ban be, Theodore a. Nhitng nguén tin.”

Ike ding bét day, di dén tit cudi phong noi co vai chlec gia cli bay day sach luat. Ong lwét ngdn tay doc theo vai gay sach, 101 161 mot cudn ra khoi gid,
bt dau lat tim trang, Ong quay trg lai ban, ngdi xuong, dat cubn séch trrde mit, van tim kiém cai gi ¢6 chi minh 6 ong biét. Cudi cing, sau mot lic yén
lang kha dai, 6ng kn tiéng, “Pay 16i. Theo quy dinh vé tién trinh xét xir, thim phan trong phién toa hinh s ¢6 quyén tuyen bd day I vu xir sai néu co
diéu gi 6 bét cap xay ra. Sach dua ra vai vi du day: Mot ké ndo d6 c6 loi trong két qua ctia vy xir lién lac vai bdi thAm, nhén chimg quan trong bi 5m
hoac khong thé dén thaim van vi Iy do nao d9; vat chitng quan trong bién mat. Dai loai vay.”

Theodore d biét diéu nay. “N6 c6 bao gdm nhan chimg bat ng khong?”” cau hoi.

“Khong duge nhéc cu the, nhung ddy | mdt quy dinh kha bao quét cho phép thim phéin lm bit cir diéu gl ong ta cho k ding dén. C6 thé 1y & réng
nhn chitng quan trong vang mit s& dan t6i mot vu xir sai.”

“Sau khi thim phén tuyén bd vay thi sao a?”
“Cac 1oi budc t0i khong bi bai bo. Chi 1 sip x&p mdt phién toa khac thoi.” “Khi nao a?”

“Tily vao vi thAm phan, nhung trong trrdng hop ndy, ta nghi ong Gantry s& khong doi Au dau. Mot doi thang, D thoi gian dé nhan chimg bi mét ny sin
sang hop tac.”

Y ngii ctia Theodore chay nhur dua dén ndi cau khong quyét dinh duoc phai néi i tiép.

Tke noi, “Véy nén, Theodore, van dé 13, chau phai lam sao thuyét phuc dwoc Thim phan Gantry tuyén b day 1 vu xir sai trude khi boi thim doan ra
quyét dinh? Trudc khi boi tham doan két luan 6ng Dufty khong c6 t9i, trong khi thuc t€ dng ta c6 ti?”

“Chéu ching biét nira. Vi thé moi tim dén bac, Ike. Chéu can bac giip.”

Eke day cubn sach sang bén va ngoam thém mdt miéng banh qué. Ong vira nhai vira ra lai cau chuyén. “Gi thé ndy,” 6ng van khong ngung nhai. “Chau
ctr dén trudng, Ta s& ghé qua toa xem xem thé ndo. Ta s& nghién ctru thém, ¢6 thé ndi voi mot hai nguoi ban. S& khong nhiic dén tén chau. Tin ta di,
Theodore, ta luon bao vé chaw. Gid an trura chau goi cho ta duoc khdng?”

“Hanrdia.”

“Phan thoi.”

Theodore ra dén cira, Tke n6i, “Sao chéau khong n6i voi bd me?”

“Bac nghi chau nén sao?”

“Gior thi chua. C6 18 dé sau.”

“Ho rét nguyén tic, Tke, bac biét ma. Ho I cong chirc cua toa an, va ho cd thé s& bude chau ndi hét nhitng gi chau biét. Phrc tap Bm”

“Theodore, n6 qua phirc tap d6i v6i mot cau bé mudiba.”

“Chéu ciing cho 1a vay.”

“Nho goi cho ta nhé.”

“Vang, Ike, cdmon bac a.”
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Gid giai lao, trong ic Theodore voi va di tim April, c6 ngudi kéu tén cau tir cudi sanh. La Sandy Coe, ciu ta dang ¢b dudi theo.

“Theodore,” cdu ta hoi. “Mot phit dugce khong?”’



“U, duge.”

“Nghe nay, minh chi mubn bao véi cau la b6 me minh da dén gap 6ng lut sur chuyén lo v& méy vu pha san, cai dng Mozingo 4y, va ong ta da hira chic
v6i bo me minh 14 bon minh s& khong mat nha.”

“Tuyét qua, Sandy.”

“Ong dy bio b me minh phai tuyén b phé sén - gidng hét nhimg gi ciu da giai thich cho minh - nhung cudi cing tui minh ¢6 thé giit dugc ngdi nha.”
Sandy luc trong ba 16, 16i ra mdt chi€c phong bi nho, dua cho Theodore. “Pay Ia me minh guri. Minh k€ véi me vé cau, va minh nghi day 1a thu.”

Theodore mién cudng nhan Ky. “Bac khong can im vay, Sandy. Co g dau mi.”
“Cé gi dau 4? Theodore, tui minh giit lai duoc hin can nha co ddy.”

Pén day, Theodore thdy mét Sandy bat dau ngan ngin. C4u ta chuc khoc. Theodore vdi gio tay 1én am biéu turong chién thing va néi, “Minh rit vui ma,
Sandy. Néu minh con giip duoc gi nita, ¢t ndinhé.”

“Camon, Theodore.”

Trong gi Chinh tri, thy Mount bao Theodore cap nhét thém thong tin V& vu xir Duffy cho ca I6p. Theodore giai thich bén nguyén dang ¢b chimg minh
6ng ba Dufly da trai qua mdt cudc hon nhén birc bdi va ring hai nam truée, ho gan nhur d4 lam don Iy hén. Mot vai ngudi ban ciia ho da dwoc moi dén
tham vén nhung - Theodore ngii - ho déu bi rdi tri boi e cude tham van chéo ac liét ctia uat swr Clifford Nance.

Trong tich tic, Theodore nghi dén chuyén mo laptop dé doc céac cude tranh Iudn ndy Iira tai phong xtr, nhung nghi lai lai thoi. Cau khong pham tdi khi
hack vao trang web ctia thur ky toa, song 10 rang dieu d6 van c6 gi khong on.

Ngay khi gio hoc wira két thiic, cac cau trd Il hrot kéo dén cang tin, con Theodore thi Ién ngay vao phong vé sinh goidién cho Tke. DA gan 12 g 30.
“Ong ta s€ ty do,” Ike ndi ngay khi mé dién thoai “Hogan khdng c6 cach gi budc tdi duge.” “Bac theo ddi duoc nhieu khong?” Theodore hdi, nép sau
vach ngan.

“Ca sang. Clifford Nance qua siéu, con Hogan dang mét phurong hudng. Ta quan st ca céc vi bdi thim. Ho khong thich Pete Duffy, nhung ddy khong
phai chung ctr. Ong ta s€ dugc tha bong,”

“Nhung 6ng ta c6 t0i, Ike.”

“Néu chéu cho 1 vay, Theodore. Nhung ta khong biét diéu chau biét. Khong ai biét ca.”
“Ta phai lam gi a7

“Ta van dang nghi vé diéu d6. Hoc xong ghé qua dy nhé.”

“Vanga.”
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Chuong 12

C0 gai dugc ham m) nhat khdi Tam l mdt ¢ bé da ngim ngim, toc gon song, tén Hallie. C6 bé dé thuong, phong khodng, thich tan tinh. Khong chi
d0i truong doi co vil, ¢d con biet choi t}}é thao. Khong ciu trai ndo dam thach dau voi cd bé ¢ bd mon tennis, ¢d cling tirng danh bai Brian & cd 100 mét
boi tir do JAn 50 mét boi éch. Vi cac mdi quan tim ciia c6 bé déu xoay quanh thé thao, Theodore hin nhién nim trong danh sach hang B ctia ¢o. Ma c6
khi 14 hang C.

Nhung nho chii ché tinh khi tht thirdng ciia ¢6 bé, Theodore chéic da leo 1én duge mot nic.

NG thude giong schnauzer clia Dirc, thurdng xuyén cdu tiét mbi lin bi nhdt ¢ nha mdt minh cé ngy. Cha biét lam thé ndo ma n6 thodt durge ra ngodi qua
10 cira danh cho ché meo, r6i dao x6i ng tung & chin hang rdo bao quanh san sau, va bi tom kén xe cta Hiép hoi Kiém soat Vat nudi cach nha nira
dam. Theodore nghe chuyén khi gin &n trua xong. Hallie cing hai nguoi ban lao dén ban Theodore va tudn ra hang trang ve chuyén con ché. Hallie rau
Ii, mréc miat 1 chd, va Theodore khong thé khong nhan ra c6 bé duyén dang dén theé nao ngay ca khi khde. D6 1a mt khoanh khic rat tuyét doi voi
Theo.

“Chuyén nay tirng xay ra chura vay?” céu hoi.
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Cb bé quét mé, thon thire, “Roi, miy thang trude, Rocky ciing bi dua di.”

“Liéu ho xit hoi ngat vao né khong?” Edward hoi. Edward 12 mot trong nhimng céu chang dang dimg viy quanh Theodore va Hallie cting hai ngudi ban.
Hallie van thurong thu hit dam con trai nhue vay. Y nghii chi chd ctia minh ¢6 the bi xit hoi ngat cang khién c6 nirc nd.

“Imdi chir,” Theodore nat Edward, lam cau bé thon ra.
“Khong, ho khong xit hoi ngat vao n6 dau.”
Hallie n6i, “B6 t& khong ¢ miit & thi trdn, me phéi kham cho bénh nhan dén t6i mit. Té khong biét phai im sao nita.”

Theodore dep d6 an trira sang mdt bén rdi mo laptop. “Cir binh tinh, Hallie. Tru6c kia minh da tirng xtr Iy chuyén thé nay roi.” Cau bdm méy phim trén
may tinh trong lic “vong vay” ngay cang xich lai. “Minh chéc con cho da dugc dang ky roi nhi” Theodore ndi.

Strattenburg co sac 1énh yéu cau ché phai dugc dang ky va kiém soat. Ché lang thang s& bi dua vé Trai Giit Vat Nubi Di Lac trong vong ba ITlIO’l ngy.
Sau thoi gian 4y néu khong ai dén nhén, con cho t0i nghiép s bi danh thube ngit. Hay bi “xit hoi ngat” nhu Edward néi mot cach khong thurong tiéc.
Thyc ra, ho khong thuc sy ding dén hoi ngat.

Gia dinh Hallie giau ¢6 hon ai hét & ddy. BS ¢6 bé dicu hanh mdt cong ty, me 1 mdt bac siban ron. Tat nhién, ché nha ho dugc ding ky dang hoang,
“C6,” ¢6 bé tra 1oi. “Theo tén bd minh.”

“La gi nhi?” Theodore hoi, tay gd nhip trén ban phim

“Walter Kershaw.”

Theodore d4nh méy. Moi ngudi chd doi. Tiéng khoc ciing da dit.

“Pugc r0i,” Theodore néi trong liic g timg chit c4i va chém chit nhin mén hinh. “Minh moi kiém tra s6 Theo di Giao nhén cia phong Kiém soét Vat
nudi.” Lai g timg chi¥ chim hon. “Pdy ny. Rocky bi dua dén trai lic 9 gio 30 sang nay. Bi ghi chi1 12 vi pham ludt xich stic vat, lan thir hai trong nim
Mitc phat s& 14 hai miroi d6 la, thém tam do cong chiim séc. Néu tai pham ln niva n s& bi giam murdi ngay, ddng thoi chiu phat mbt trim do.”

“Chimg ndo minh c6 thé nhin n6?”” Hallie hoi.

“Phong n Thi vat md tir 4 dén 6 gioy chiéu hing ngay, bon ngay mot tuin, khong im viée vao thir Hai. Chiéu nay cau c6 mit ¢ toa duoc khong?”
“Chéc duoc, nhung khong can bd me di ciing sa0?”

“Khong. Minh s& dén d6. Minh d3 timg lim chuyén nay roi.” “Ban Ay khong can nho dén mot lut su thuce su sao?” Edwafd hoi.

“Khong, v6i Phong an Stic vét thi khong, Ké ca mbt dira khd nhur cau ciing lm duoc.”

“Con chuyén tién thi sa0?”” Hallie hoi.

“Minh khéng dugc tinh tién. Minh con chua c6 gidy phép.”

“Khong phéi cho cau, Theodore. Tién ndp phat co ma?”

“0, vudo6. Ké hoach thé nay. Minh s& thao mdt Théng Béo Tim Ché Lac, Online. Nghia i Rocky v& co ban 1 vi pham ludt xich stic vat, chi i mdt vi
phamnhd, nhu vay cdu, véi tur cach la chi, s&€ ndp phat va dén tram don né vé. Sau gio hoc, cau chay qua bénh vién, gip me xin tién, minh s€ cho cau &
toa lic 4 gio.”

“Camon, Theodore. Rocky sé& ¢ d6 chir?”

“Khong. Rocky & tram. Cau va me dén don né sau.”

“Sao minh khong dugc don nd tai tda?” co bé thic méc.

Theodore thirdng ngac nhién voi nhiing cau hoi 16 bich cta cac ’ban cau. Phong an Stc vat thue cép thap nhit & moi toa an. Ngudi ta goi dia 3 Phong
Meo con, va né bi d6i xtr nhur dira con ghé khong ai mong mudn trong ca hé thong toa an. Thamphan ¢ do la mot luat sw khong cong ty ludt nao trong
thi trin mudn nhén. Ong mic dp Jean mau xanh, diing dinh, va liic ndo cting xau ho voi dia vikhiém ton ctia minh. Luét cho phép bat cr nguoi nudi stc
VAt ndo gip rac roi cling c6 thé dén trinh dién khong can luat su, va tu lo liéu vu cia minh. Hau hét cac luat sw déu né Phong Méo con vind qua thap
kém so vdi tudc vi ctia ho. Phong di€u tran ctia nd nam tan dudi tang ham, tach xa nhitng “ong 16n” khac.

Hallie thyrc sy tin ring méy nhin vién cong cankia tha 10i ca ddng chd meo v, xich ¢ ro mdm ching, dé rdi cac budi chiéu phai am th tyc tra ching vé
cho chii u? Céc bi cdo hinh sy duge dua dén tir nha giam va duoc tam gilt trong céc trai tam giam chd Iuot ra hau toa. Nhung ché meo thi khong the.

Suyt nita Theodore lai thé ra mdt cau tra 16i mai mia, nhung thay vao d6, cau mim cudi véi Hallie dang cang lic cang dé thurong hon, va n6i: “Rat tiéc,
Hallie, nhur vay khong duoce dau. Nhung toi nay, céu s€ cd Rocky & nha, an toan va khoe ma



“Camon, Theodore. Cau diing Ia s6 dzach.”
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Vao mdt ngiy binh thurdng, nhimg 1oi nhu thé s& con ving ving bén tai Theodore nhiéu gidr lién, nhung day lai khong phai mot ngay binh thuong. Cau
qué ban ron véi phién xét xtr ctia Pete Duffy. Tke dang 6 tda, nén Theodore nhéin tin qua lai cho ong sudt budi chiéu.

Theo viét: - Bac c6 day khong? Cho chau biét tin.

Tke tra 1i: - C6, trén ban cong. Dong im. Nghi ic 2 giov. C6 nghi ngo lién quan dén vu ly hon, va méy 6ng ban choi golf

ba ching cur khong?

Doindo. G& nay s& duoc tha. Trir phi...

Béc 6 ké hoach?

Van dang nghi. Pén toa chir?

C6 thé a. Gior sao roi?

Nhén chimg d4u tién ctia bén bi. Ddi tic I6n ctia Duffy. Chén ngt.

Chau phai di. Gio Hoa. Saunhé.

Phai duoc diém A cho ta ddy nhé. OK?

Khong van dé a.
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Phong an Stc vat khong duoc cac ludt sur Strattenburg coi ra gi, nhung nd ching miy khi b116n té. Vu dang xir lién quan dén mot con trin Nam My tén
Herman, 13 rang Herman c6 s truong chay tron. Cac cudc phiéu hru ctia chi s& khong 1 van dé néu cha ctia chi song ¢ ving nong thon, & mbt mién xa
tit ndo d6. Thé nhung, chii ctia Herman, mdt tay ¢6 dang vé nhu mdt rocker hang nang, tAm ba muroi, day hinh xim trd quan quanh ¢0, lai song gitta mot

khu chung cur d6ng diic. Sang sém, mdt ngudi hing x6m dang chuén b trén ngii cde thi ta hoa 1én khi phat hién Herman ndm dai trén san bép nha minh.

Negudi niy ndi gidn 16i dinh. Ong chit ctia Herman ciing khong vira. Thé 1 cang thing, Theodore ciing Hallie ngdi trén ghé xép, 1 hai khan gia duy nhét
trong phong xtt nhé xiu. Thu vién 6 Boone & Boone con rong va dep hon nhicu.

Herman dugc bay ¢ ddy. N6 ndm trong mit chiéc 1ong to, dé trén mot goc ctia bing ghé, cach khong xa chd Tham phén Yeck, nguoi dangnhinnd
khong chop miit. Nhan vién duy nhat khéc c6 mit trong phong xtr 1a mot ba thur ky gia, da ¢ day bao nhiéu ndm va nbi tieng I chiéc bao tai gia nua ban
tinh trong ca tda nha. Ba khong hé wa Herman. Ba da xich ra goc xa nhat ma trong van hoéng hot.

“Ong cam thiy thé nio, thira Thdm phan?”’ ngudi hang xom hoi. “Khi séng trong cling mdt toa nha voi sinh vat kia, khong bao gioy biét liéu n6 ¢6 Ién vio
giwong minh lic minh dang ngt hay khong.”

“N6 v hai ma,” ngudi chi dap lai. “N6 khong cén.”
“V6 hai? Thé mdt con nhdi mau co tim thi sao? Nhu thé khong thé dugc, phai khong?
“Thim phan? Ong phai bao vé ching t6i.”

“Trong n6 khong hé vo hai,” Thim phan Yeck Ién tiéng, va moi ngudi déu hudng vé Herman, gio dang quan quanh mot than cdy gia trong 1ong, bat
dong, 16 1a dang ngt, vo tu Iy v&i khong khi ctia phién xét xt.

“Khong phai nd kha to so v6i mdt con trin dudi do sao?”” Thim phan Yeck hoi, t6 ra hiéu biét vé loi trin nhiét d6i nay.
“Hai mét hai, 16i c6 thé doan chiic” 6ng chil ctia con tréin ngao man dap. “Ciing hoi dai that.”

“Anh ¢6 con con nao khéc trong can hd ctia minh khong?”” Tham phan hoi. “Vai con.”

“Bao nhiéu?”’

“Bén”

“Oi Chila 01, ngudi hang x6m kéu Ién. Trong anh ta nhur mubn ngét.



“Péu [ trin sa0?” Tham phén lai hoi.
“Ba con tran va mot con ran chuia.”
“T6i c6 the hoi tai sao duge khong?”

Chi ctia con tréin doi chan, r6i nhin vai ndi, “C6 ngudi thich vet, ¢6 ngudi thich chudt bach. Roi cho, méo, ngya, dé. .. Toi w, t6i thich rén. Ching la
nhitng con vat de thuong.”

“Nhitng con vt dé thurong,” ngudi hang x6m nhai lai.

“Pay 1 lan dAu tién c6 mot con trin thodt ra chir?” Thim phan Yerk hoi.

“Vang,” ngudi chu tra 101,

“Khong,” ngudi hang x6m phan bac.

“‘Um, 10 ca rdi”

Phién xir dang rat 16i cudn, nhung Theodore van kho tap trung vao con Herman va nhitng réc rdiné giy ra. Hai diéu dang lam phén tan sy tap trung clia
cau. R rang nhat 1a Hallie dang ng6i rat sat bén, va dicu do bien khoanh khac nay trd nén tuyét voi nhat doi véi Theodore. Nhung ngay ca vy thi dam
mAy bao trim tat ca van i van dé cap bach hon 14 phéi 1am gi véi anh ho ctia Julio.

Phién toa xtr vu g16t nguoi dang dan khép lai. Phan cta luat sw va nhén chimg ching méy nita s& két thic. Thim phan Gantry s& sém dua sy vu qua bén
bdi thim doan. Pong hd dang diém

“Tham phan, 6ng phéi bao vé ching to7” ngurdi hang x6m kip lai yéu cau.

“Theo anh ti phéi lim gi?”” Thdm phan Yerk vain lai. Ong da hét kién nhin.

“Ong khong thé ra Iénh tiéu diét n6 sa0?”

“Ong muén 4n tir hinh d6i voi Hernman?”

“Sao lai khong chit? Trong khu nha ching t6i c6 ca tré em”

“C6 vé hoi nghiém khic qua” Thim phan Yerk ni. RS rang, ong khong hé ¢6 y dinh ra an tir d6i voi Herman.
“Thoi nao” ngudi chii ra giong buc boi. “N6 chua tirng hai ai bao gio.”

“Anh c6 thé dam bao méiy con rdn Ay chi & trong cin ho ctia anh khong?”” ThAm phan hoi.

“Cé. Toi xin cam doan véi 6ng.”

“Viy chiing ta s& xir tri nhur sau,” Tham phan Yerk tuyén bd. “Hay dura Herman vé nha. Toi khong bao gio muén phai gip lai né nita. Chiing t6i khong
c6 chd giit n6 trong Trai Stic vat. Ching t6i ciing khéng mudn ¢6 né & day. O day, khong ai wa Herman ca. Anh hiéu khong?”

“Chéc i ¢6 a,” nguoi chil tra oi.

“Néu Herman thoét ra ngoai mt lan nira, hoic néu nhitng con ran ctia anh bi nguoi ta bt dugc bén ngoai can hd ctia anh, thi t6i khng ¢ cach nao
khac 1a phai ra Iénh tir hinh chiing dau day. Tat ca bon ching. Anh 16 chu?”

“Véng, thua thAm phan dang kinh. Téi xin hira.”

“Toi da mua mit cdi riu,” nguoi hang xdm t6 ra néng nay. “Mot chiéc riu can dai. Toi phai mua mét mudi hai d6 tai ctra hang Dung cu Gia dinh.” Anh ta
gian di chi tay ve phia Herman. “Toi ma trong thay con vat kia, hay bat ky con rén nao trong can ho cta t61, hay bat cr 1a ¢ dau, thua ngai Tham phin
dang kinh, ngai s& khong phai ban tam dinh liu dén nita dav.”

“Binh tinh nd0.”

“Thé 1 t6i s& giét nd dAy. Pang ra lan ndy t6i da choang n6 rdi, nhung lic diy t6i khong nghi ra. Va lai, t6i chura ¢6 riu thoi”

“Dui 161 ddy,” Tham phén Yeck tuyén bd. “Viée xét xir két thic tai day.”

Neudi chit lao ngay vé phia truge, chop lay c4i chudng niing né, roi nhe nhang nhéc n6 khoi bang ghé. Herman khong hé bdi rbi. N6 ching to ra Imy
quan tim dén cudc tranh luin Ve sur song chét cua minh. Ngudi hang xom hédm ham ra khoi phong XUr dn. Ngudi chi véi con trén loay hoay mot lic roi

cting roi di. Sau khi canh ctra sam sap déng mo miy Jan, ngudi thu ky tda moi th phio trd ki chd ngdi gin ban thim phan. Vi thim phén ngd qua td
gidy, roi ngang lén nhin Theodore va Hallie. Trong phong xir khong con ai khac.



“A, xin chao, cAu Boone,” ong noi.

“Chdu chao Thim phén,” Theodore dép lai.

“Chdu c6 chuyén can trinh bay trude toa u?”’

“Vang a. Chau mu6n nhan lai mdt con chd.”

Vi thdm phén gio mdt & gidy én, d6 1 danh muc 4n xtr. “Rocky hir?”” ong hoi.
“Vanga.”

“Tét im. Céc ¢6 ciu budc t6i xemndo.”

Theodore cing Hallie di qua chiéc cira xoay nho dén bén chiéc ban duy nhét trong phong, Theodore chi chd cho ban ngdi. Cau thi van dimg, nhu mdt
luat sur thue thu

“Bit dau di,” Thim phan Yeck yeu cau, 13 rang rat thich thi gidy phit nay va nhan ra c4u chang Theodore Boone dang cb gy 4n turong v6i vi khach
hang dé thurong ctia minh. Vi thdm phan mim cudi nhé lai lan dau tién Theodore xuat hién trong phong xir ctia ong. Khi d6 céu con la céu nhoc so sét
nhung dién cudng mudn ciru mdt con cho lai chay lac, con ché Ay da duoc cau dua vé nha va dat tén 1 Judge.

“Véng, thwra ThiAm phan’” Theodore md dau rt dung quy chuin. “Rocky thude mdt dong chd schnauzer nho ctia Dire, chii ding ky i 6ng Walter
Kershaw, hién khong c6 mat tai thi tran. Vo 6ng, ba Phyllis Kershaw, 1a bac si nhi khoa hién cling khong thé c6 mit tai day. Than chu ctia chau 1a Hallie,
con gii ho, dang hoc cung khoi Tam véi chau ¢ trurdng trung hoc.” Theodore khodt tay vé phia Hallie, c6 bé dang lo s¢' nhung cling yén tim rang
Theodore bict 10 viéc cau dang lam

Thim phén nhin Hallie mim cudi. R6i dng n6i, “Theo ta biét day I fn vi pham thir hai.”

“Thura ding a,” Theodore tra o, “Lan vi pham thtr nhit c4ch day bén thang va ong Kershaw da giai quyét tai Trai Gitr Vat Nudi Bi Lac.”

“Rocky hién dang bi bt?”

“Véng, dinga.”

“Cau khong thé phit nhin duoc thuc té 1 cong tic kiém soat nd thiéu chit chg, ding khong?”

“Vang, thura ThAm phan, nhung chau dé nghi tda mién ca tién phat va phi trong giir.”

“Dua trén co sé nao?”’

“Thura Thim phén, céc vi chu nhén ddy d tién hanh moi bién phap thich hop dé ngiin viéc chii ch6 d6 thoat ra ngoai. Nhur thurdng 16, Rocky duge dé lai
¢ mdt noi an toan. Can nha duoc khoa. He thong bao dong duoc khoi dong, cong dan t6i hing rao sén sau cling duoc dong. Ho da lam moi diéu co6 the
dé ngan chin. Rocky tinh khi that thuong va thurong qua khich moi khi bi bo lai mt minh. Chi cho nay thich chay ling quang moi khi dugc ra ngoai. Chu
nhan ctia chi nhdn thire 16 dicu d6. Ho khong hé bat can.”

Vi tham phéan thao cip kinh doc séch, nhay nhay ng tau ra chiéu can nhéic. “Cé dung vay khong, Hallie?”” 6ng hoi.

“O, vang a, thura Tham phén. Nha chau rat dé y mdi khi cho Rocky ra ngoi.” “D6 1 mdt chii ché rt thong minh, thira Tham phan” Theodore ndi tiép.
“Bang cach nio d6 n6 da chui durge ra ngoai qua 16 cira danh cho thii cung & trong phong gidt, va thoat ra san sau noi nd do hd dudi chan hing rao.”

“Rét c6 thé nd s& tai pham.”

“Chi nhén ciia 16 da ¢6 y dinh ting cudng bao vé, thira Thém phan.”

“Rét t6t. Ta s& cho mién phat va phi hru gitt. Nhung néu Rocky bi bt mdt lan nita, ta s& ting mirc phat va phi én gip doi. Hiéu khong vay?”
“Véng, thwa ThAm phan.”

“Vige xét xir két thic tai day.”

Trong lic hai c6 cau di tir sanh tAng mot ra cira chinh, Hallie dua tay ra nim khuyu tay Theodore. Tay trong tay. Ban ning mach bao cau di chdm lai mot
chitt. Oi, céi khoanh khac ay. “Céu diing 1a mdt luat su tuyét voi, Theodore™ Hallie cat 1oi.

“Khong han dau. Chua dén lic.”

“Sao thinh thoang cau khong goi cho minh?”” ¢d bé hoi.



Tai sao u? Cau hoi m6i hay ho lim sao. C6 thé vi cau cho ring c6 ning qua ban ron voi viée chuyén trd véi cac cau chang khac. C6 nang thay doi ban
trai moi thang, Cau chura tirng nghii dén chuyén goi cho ¢6 nang,

“U, minh s& goi,” cau tra 1. Nhung c4u biét minh s& khong goi. Cau khong hin 1 dang tim kiém mdt ¢6 ban gai, va lai, April s& ngd guc néu cau bt diu
tan tinh mdt c6 nang nhu Hallie.

Céc ¢6 nang, cac phién xr 4n giét nguoi, nhitg nhan chimg bi mat. Cude sdng dot nhién trd nén thét phire tap.
Ban dang doc truyén Lugt Sw Nhi dugce tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 13

Sau mdt cudc chia tay dai dong, Theodore tré lai mit dat. Cau gin nhur phi trén nhitng béc thang dé Ién ting hai, rdi lao 1én ban cong, gip Tke lic d6
dang ngdi & hang ghé dau. CAu truon t6i bén ong, DA gin 5 gioy chidu.

Nhan chitng hién gio 1 nhan vién hiing bao hiém, ngudi d 1p hop dong bao hiém triéu d6 cho dng ba Duffy hon hai nam trude. Clifford Nance dang tir
tir dan dét ngudi ndy trinh bay vé cac diéu khoan lién quan dén cap vo chng. Ong ta than trong nhin manh ho c6 hai hop dong bao hiém nhén tho, mdt
cho ba Myra Duffy va mdt cho ong Pete Duffy. Ca hai déu ¢ mirc mdt triéu d6. Ca hai déu thay thé cho diéu khoan lic d6 1 s& thanh toan ndm trim
nghin d6 la trong truong ho‘p mot trong hai nguoi chét. Khong c6 g bat thudng ¢ giao dich nay. Nhan vién bao hiém chimg thue ddy 1 hop dong kha
dién hinh - mdt cip vo chong co the khon ngoan ning mirc bao hiém dé bao hd cho nhau trong trurdng hop xay ra tir vong bat ngd. Ca dng va ba Duffy
hiéu 16 viéc ho 1am va khong hé ngan ngai nang mirc bao hiém

Cho dén khi lut sur Clifford Nance hoén tét phan thim van truc tiép, con s6 bao hiémmdt triéu do la nghe nhur khéng con chit gidang ngo nita. Jack
Hogan tung ra vai don trong phén tham vén chéo, nhung khong don ndo tring dich. Khi ngudi nhan vién bao hiém duoc thim vin xong, ThAm phén
Gantry quyét dinh cho két thic phién xir ngay hom d6.

Theodore quan sat bdi thAm doan sira soan rdi phong xir trong lic moi ngudi van chd; 1di cau quan sét doi bén bi tim tum quanh Pete Duffy, nd nhig
nu cuoi tw man, tham chi bat tay nhau mirng cho mdt ngay hiéu qua nita trude toa. Ho déu rat tur tin. Omar Cheepe khong & do.

“Ta khong mudn néi chuyén & quanh ddy,” Tke ha giong. “Chéu chay qua vin phong dugc khong?”
“Puoc chira.”

“Ngay bay gio?”

“Chéu s€ di ngay sau bac.”

Mudi phiit sau hai bac chau da c6 mit ¢ van phong Ike voi canh cira khoa chit. Tke mo chiée ti lanh nho dat ngay sau ban Bm viée “Ta ¢6 Budweiser
va Sprite.”

“Budweiser a,” Theodore néi. Ike dua cho cdu mdt lon Sprite 1di giat nép lon Bud cho minh.

“Chéu khong c6 nhiéu Iyra chon” - 6ng ni, rdi nhip mdt ngum

“Chau ciing doan vay.”

“Trude tién, chau co thé khong lam gi. Mai la thir Sau, c6 vé bén bi s& nghi ngoi vao gitta chiéu. C6 tin d(f)n Pete Duffy s¢ ra tb.'flm Van, va sau cung duge
tha bong. Thim chi, t6i cudi chiéu I dén phan boi thim doan ra quyet dinh. Néu chau khong lim gi, thi boi thim doan s& lui vé phong boi thamy, cén nhdc
phan quyet ciia minh. Ho c6 the cho 6ng ta c6 01, hodc khong, hodic s phicu bang nhau va khong thé dat duoc phan quyét. Mot boi thaim doan khong
tuyén an.”

Theodore hiéu hét nhitng diéu ndy. Cau da theo sat nhidu vu xir hon Ike trong vong nim nim qua.

Ong bac tiép tyc: “Thir hai, chau ¢6 thé dén gip nhan chimg bi 4n do, thuyét phuc anh ta xuat dau 16 dién ngay lp tirc. Ta khong chic Thim phan
Gantry s€ lam gi khi doi mit vi tinh huong tham van kiu nay. Ta chi biet chdc ong dy chura bao gio roi vao tinh huong nhu vy, nhung 6ng ay I mjt
tham phan tot va s€ bict lam dieu dung dan.”

“Anh chang nay khong ¢6 ¥ dinh xuit dau 16 dién. Anh ta s¢ chét di dugc.”

“OK, diéu niy dan chiu dén hra chon thir ba. Chau c6 thé bao cho thim phéan biét ma khong tiét 16 danh tinh ctia nhan chimg. ..”

“Chau ¢6 biét tén anh ta dau.”
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“Nhung chu biét anh ta 12 ai, phai khong?”

“Véng, phai.”

“Chdu biét anh ta séng & dau khong?”

“Mét khu chung chung, Chau khong rd dia chi.”

“Chéu biét anh ta lam & dau khong?”

“Cothé a.”

lke vira nhip mHt ngum nita vira nhin cau chéu. Ong Ay mu tay quét mép. “Nhur ta vira n6i, khong ﬁét 16 danh tinh anh ta, chi gii thich véi tlﬁm phan
rang c6 mot nhan chimg quan trong khong c6 mit trong phién xét xtr va sy vang mit cia anh ta c6 thé dan dén 16i tuyén an sai. Tat nhién, thdm phan s&
can bict chi tict: Anh ta 14 ai? Anh ta lam ¢ dau? Tai sao anh ta lai la nhn chimg? Chinh x4c thi anh ta da nhin thiy gi? Van van. Ta nghi la thAm phan
Gantry s€ c6 ca nghin cau hoi ma néu chau khong tra 101, ong ay c6 the s€ noi dda.”

“Chdu cha thich bt ky cai néo trong ba s chon hra nay,” Theodore ndi.

“Ta cling vay.”

“Vay chau phai lam gi day a, Tke?”

“Cir miic k¢ n6 thé, Theodore. Dimg nhing miii vo céi m& bing nhing nity. D6 khong phai chd cho tré con. D6 ciing khong phai chd cho nguoi lon.
Boi tham doan s& dua ra mjt quyet dinh sai, nhung dya trén chimg ct, chéu khong the trach ho duoc. Khong phai lic nao hé thong nay cling hi¢u qua,
chéu hicu ma. Hay nhin nhitng con nguoi vo t0i da phai n ghe dién. Hay nhin nhimg ke c6 t0i duoc tha bong. Bau cling c6 sai sot, Theodore a. Hay
mac ké no the.”

“Nhung sai lAm ndy van chura xay ra, van c6 thé ngin chin no.”

“Ta khong chic li¢u ¢ ngiin chiin dugc n6 hay khong, Rat c6 thé Thim phén Gantry s& khong cho dimg mot phién tda ko gan nhur sap két thic chi vi
nghe n6i cd mot nhan chitng tiémning. Nhu vay Ia doi héi qua nhicu, Theodore.”

Rét c6 thé nhur thé, Theodore budc long phai thira nhan. “Chau nghi bac n6i ding.”
“Tét nhién ta ndi dung, Theodore. Chau chi i mdt cdu nhoc. Pumg xia vao Bm gi.”
“OK, Ike.”

Hai bac chau nhin nhau, im king mot lic v, ngudi nay chd ngudi kia n6i tiép. Cubi cing, Tke én tiéng, “Hay hira voi ta chéu s& khong lim diéu gi dai
dot.”

“Chang han thé nao a?”

“Nhur tim giip Thim phén. Ta biét hai nguoi 1 ban.” Lai im king,

“Hay hira di, Theodore.”

“Chdu hira s& khong lam gi trude khi trao ddi véi bac.”

“Puoc roi”

Theodore dimg bat ddy. “Chau phéi di ddy. Chéu c6 nhidu bai im”
“Tiéng Tay Ban Nha sao roi?”

“Tuyéta.”

“Ta nghe ndi gido vién ctia chau thue s ddc biét. Quy o, tén gi Ay nhi?”
“C6 Monique. C6 4y rat gioi. Sao béc lai biét...?”

“Ta van dé ¥, Theodore. Ta khong phai gi an dat do nguoi nhu Fim ké van nghi déu. Ho da dua tiéng Trung vao trudng hoc chua vay?”
“C6 I8 & cp trung hoc phd thong a.”

“Ta nghi chdu nén bt dau hoc tiéng Trung, twr hoc. D6 i ngdn ngit clia trong lai ddy, Theodore.”



Mot Ian nita, Theodore lai kho chiu vi ong bac tur tién cho 161 khuyén vé nhing viée khong dau hoac dit khong dugc yéu ciu hoi. “Chau s& xem xem thé
nao, Ike. Con ngay llic nay chau hoi qua tai.”

“Mai c6 thé ta s& lai theo ddi phién toa,” Tke n6i. “Hom nay ta thiy ciing hay hay. Nhén tin nhé.” “Vang, hin rdi, Tke.”
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Boone & Boone kha yén ang khi Theodore xudt hién, mudn hon 6 i méy phiit. Elsa, Vince va Dorothy d vé tir au. Ba Boone da ¢ nha, chéc cham lai
dang luét qua vai trang ctia mot cudn tiéu thuyét do t& khac. Cau lac bo doc sach ciia ba s& tap trung lic 7 gio, tai nha ba Esther Guthridge, an 61, udng
rugu vang va thdo h;lan vé mpl thir trén tro1 dudi bq trir cuonrsach cga thang, pau lac bd cg tht ca‘mxm phunit, ho thay phién qhau chon dAu sach. .
Theodore khong thé nhé cubn sach me cau thich gan dy nhat la cudn nao, ké ca do Ia cuén ba dé cir. Thang ndo ba ciing bi bat gip dang ca than vé
cuon sdch ma minh sap phai doc. Co6 vé nhu day 1a mot cach kha la ing d€ di€u hanh céu lac bg, it nhat Ia theo suy nghi cuia Theodore.

Ong Woods Boone dang nhét db vao cap tap thi Theodore budc vao vin phong trén tang hai.

Theodore thirdng théc niic vi sao ngiy ndo bd ciing tong ddy hd so va gidy to vio cap, roi tha tit vé nha nhu thé ong s& am viée dén tan nira dém Ma
6ng thi c6 lam vdy dau. Ong khong bao gior lam vie tai nha, khong bao gio dung dén chiée cap, ma luén dét n6 dudi chan ban trong sanh gan cira trude.

Va no s& nam d6 ca dém, cho dén sang som hom sau khi ong Boone roi nha di an sang, 10 den van phong, noi ong lai 161 tht tat ra, quang moi thir tro lai
cdi ban lam viéc bira bon kinh khiing ctia minh. Theodore ngd rang méy thir trong chiéc cp Ay ngdy ndo ciing giéng ngay nio - van nhirng cudn sach 4y,

nhitng hd so dy, nhitng gidy tO dy.

Theodore ciing dé y thdy cac ludt sur hiém khi di dau ns khong mang theo cip. C6 18 trir di an trura. M cau ciing 16 cap vé nha, nhung thinh thoang con
mo ra doc vai ba thir trong do.

“O trudng 6n ca chir?” ong Boone lai hoi.
‘Tuyét a.77

“Vay . Nay con, Theodore, toi nay me dén cu lac bd doc sach rdi. B s& ghé qua chd Thim phén Plankmore mbt lic. Ong gia 4y dang héo hit dan,
bd cin ngdi vdi ong Ay vai gio. Chiic ching bao lu s& c6 ddm ma.”

“Vang, bb. Khong vin dé gi dau.”

Thém phan Plankmore it nhat d4 chin muoi tudi, dang chét dan chét mon vi nhiéu nguyén nhan. Ong B mdt huyén thoai trong giéi udt & Strattenburg, hau
hét cac luat su déu ngudng md ong,

“Van con it spaghetti trong 10 vi song cho con him lai.”

“Con s& 6n ma, bd. Pimg lo. C6 1& con s& ngdi hoc & dy khoang mdt tiéng roi moi vé. Con s& lo cho Judge.”
“Con chic cha?”

“Khong van dé gima.”

Theodore trd vé vin phong minh, Ay do trong ba 16 ra, va khi cau dang cd tap trung vao bai tip Hoa thi c tiéng gb nhé nhe & cira sau. La Julio, ngiy
thir hai lién tiép.

“Minh ra ngoai néi chuyén dugc khong?” cau bé hoi, vo cling cing thing,

“Clr vao trong ndy di,” Theodore ni. “Moi ngudi vé ca rdi. Minh c6 thé ndi trong niy ciing duoc.”

“Cau chic chir?”

“Chéc. Chuyén sao 1i?”

Julio ngdi xubng. Theodore déng cira.

“Minh vira n6i chuyén v6i anh ho minh mdt i trude. Anh dy rat lo Fing, Hom nay canh sat dén san golf. Anh Ay nghi cu da bao v6i ho.”
“Th6i ndo, Julio. Minh chura ké véi ai ca. Minh thé diy.”

“Vay sao canh sat lai &én d6?”

“Minh khong biét. Ho c6 mudn n6i chuyén v6i anh cau khong?”

“Minh nghi |z khong. Anh 4y kin mét khi trong thiy xe canh sat.”



“Cénh sat c6 mic sic phuc khong?”

“Minh nghi a ¢6.”

“Ho ¢6 l4i chiéc xe ma duong nhién 1 xe canh sat khong?”

“Minh nghi a ¢6.”

“Nghe ny, Julio, minh da hira v6i cu. Minh khong ké voi canh sit. Va néu mudn noi chuyén véi anh ho ciu vé vu giét ngurdi, thi ho s& khong mic sac
phuc dén d(%, ho ciing khdng di trong chiéc xe son chit CANH SAT trén ctra dau. Khong doi nao. Ho s€ ctr tham tir, mic 4o choang, deo ca vat va di
xe khong bién higu.”

“Cau chic cha?”

‘U, minh chic uon.”

“OK.”

“Minh do4n anh ho cu hoang hon khi trong thy canh sat, phai khong?” “Ai nhap cur trai phép ma cha thé”,

“Y minh 14 & diém d6 ddy. Bao anh c4u cir thoai méi di.”

“Thodi mai? Kho ma thoai méi cho dugc khi ngay ndo trong ddi cdu ciing c6 thé bi bt.”

“Ciing phai.”

Julio vén cang théing, mit cau van ddo quanh ciin phong nho nhr thé ai d6 c6 thé dang Fing nghe. Mot khoéing ing dai bdi rdi trong lic ngudi ndy cho
nguroi kia n6i gi d6. Cudi cung, Julio Ién tiéng, “Con cai nay nita.” “Gi vay?”

Tay Juljo run run kh1 md niat 40 so mi 161 ra mot tdi ni 1?)ng, loai kéo khoa. Cau cin than dat 1én ban Theodore nhur thé d6 1 mdt mon qua ciu khong bao
g0 muon dong dén. Trong tii ¢6 hai vt gi d6, mau trang, ¢d 16t bong va hoi rach.

Dai gang danh golf.

“Anha 4y dua cho minh ci nay,” cunoi “Hai chiéc ging tay danh golf deo trén tay ngum dan 6ng anh 4y d4 thiy di vao ngdi nha co ngudi phu nit bi
giét. Mot chiée trai, mot chiéc phai. Chiéc tay phai con moi. Chiée tay trai da dimng roi.”

Theodore trd miit nhin d6i ging tay trong i ni Iong, nhung khong nhiic nhich ndi, mdt e sau cau mdi cat duogc 1. “Anh 4y tim thiy o...2”

“Sau khi ra khoi nha, nguoi d6 thdo ging tay ra rdi bo vao ti dung dd choi golf ctia minh. Lat sau, tai diém phét bong s& murdi bdn, ong ta bo doi ging
vao thing réc ngay canh binh nu6e lanh. Cong viée ctia anh minh 1 don thing rac hai lain mjt ngay. Anh ay da thay cai 6ng do, va nghi thit la mot doi
gang tot nhur vy sao ong ta lai bo di.”

“Ong ta ¢6 thiy anh 4y khong?”

“Minh nghi 1 khong, Néu thdy thi chéc ong ta da khong bo lai doi ging”

“Va ddy ding 1a nguoi dan 6ng dang bi xir tai toa?”’

“U, minh nghii viy. Anh ho minh kha doan chéc. Anh dy d thiy myit 6ng ta trén ti vi.”

“Sao anh dy lai giit lai d6i ging?”

“Méyngumnhu anh 4y van hay ngd nghiéng thing rac lyc kiém db ma. Anh ho mmhléyduo’c doi gang, saunﬁyhomﬂnbf)ngnglnngc Minh doén vi ¢
nhiéu tin ddn khp khu vire sin golf; nguoi ta ndi dén ngudi phy nir bi sat hai. Nén anh ay mdi gidu doi gang tay di. Gio' thi anh dy so' va tuong canh sat
dang truy tim minh. Nh& ho tim thiy anh 4y v6i d6i ging tay, biét dau dy? Anh 4y so s& gip ric roi”

“Canh sat c6 truy tim anh 4y dau.”

“Pé minh bao véi anh Ay nhur viy.”

Im king mdt hoi lau, rdi Theodore chi chi vao dbi giing tay, van so phai cham vao no. “Gio minh lim gi v6i cai ciia nay?”

“Minh khong giit dau ddy.”

“Thé minh méi phai lo.”

“Cau biét phai lim gi nm, phai khong Theodore?”



“Minh chura biét phai m sao. Ngay lic niy, minh dang tyr hoi lim sao minh lai roi vao c4i mé bong bong nay.”
“Cau khong thé mang ching dén don canh sat dugc sao?”

Theodore cin mbi, ngin minh khong thdt ra mot doi cau nhao bang, hoac coc can, hodc ca hai. Lamsao c6 thé mong cho Julio hiéu dugc hét van d&?
Buoc chir, Julio, minh chi viée tat qua don canh st, trao cho canh sat vién iép dan tui ni ong dung hai chiéc gang tay, giai thich ching Ia ctia ngurot dan
ong dang kinh hién dang hau toa vé toi giét v, va chic chén 6ng ta da glet vo vi chau déy, Theodore Boone, biét & syr thét Ay, boi nhd mot Iy do ndo do
chau dy d duoc ni chuyén véi nhan chimg quan trong ma khong ai biét dén, va dé nghi C6 Canh Sat hdly chuyén nhitng thir ndy cho diéu tra vién
phong An mang, nhung dimg n6i cho chii 4y biét nhitng thir ndy tir dau ra.

Toi nghi€p Julio.

“Khong, nhu vy dau dugc, Julio. Canh sat s& dét ra rat nhidu cAu hoi va anh ciu s& gip ric roi. Tot nhat 1 cau phai gitt miy chiéc ging tay nay, con
minh s€ gid v chua bao gio trong thay ching,”

“Theodore, khong doi ndo. Gidr ching thudc vé cau.” Néi dén ddy, Julio dimg bat déy, tm Ky ndm ddm cira, mt chan da thap tho ra ngoai trong lic
cau ngoai co lai ndi, “ma ciu cling da hira khong ké roi nhé, Theodore.”

Theodore & ngay sau cau ta. “Nhé roi.”

“Cau hira r6i ddy nhé.”

“Hira.”

Julio bién mét vao béong tdi.
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Judge vii mdm vao bat spaghetti, trong khi Theodore gan nhu khong dong vao phén an ctia minh. Cau bo bét dia vao may rira, khoa cira nha, rdi di vé
phong, thay do pyjama, v& ]ay laptop, bo Ién giwdng. Céu gp April trén mang, hai dira chat mbt lic. C6 bé ciing da vao giudng, ctra phong da khoa,
nhu moi khi. C6 bé cam tlﬁy d& hon rit nhidu. Hai me con da ra ngoai an pizza, thdm chi con ¢b cudi dua voi nhau duoe mdt chit. Ho nghibd co bé
khong c6 trong thi trén, dleu d6 luon khién cude song ctia hai me con dé chiu hon. Hai ¢6 cau chiic nhau ng ngon, Theodore dong laptop va tlmthay o
tap chi Sports Illustrated so m6i nhit. Cau khong the doc, khong thé tap trung, Sau mot dém gin nhur thirc tring, Theodore budn ngii, va di lo Bing,
tham chi hoang s, cAu van nhanh chéng roi vao gidc ngi chap chon.

Ong Boone vé nha trude. Ong leo 1n gac, mo cira phong Theodore. Ban 1é cira c6t két nhur thurong 16. Ong bat dén va mim cuoi nhin cau con trai dang
ngu thit yén binh. “Ngu ngon, Theodore,” dng kh€ khot, roi tat dén phong.

Tleng ctra déng lam Theodore tinh gidc, va chi miy gidy sau cau da lai dang nim ngira, nhin trén trén lén trdn nha t01 om, nghi vé d6i giing tay choi golf
gidu & van phong, C6 cai gi d6 cuc ky sai lim trong 10i khuyén ctia bac Tke 1 cir budng xudi moi viée, tang 1 sur ton tai ciia mdt nhan chimg, va king 18
dung tranh sang bén méc cho cac nha hanh phap di chéch hudng,

Tuy nhién, da hira 1 phai gitr 16i, ma Theodore thi d& hira voi anh emnha Julio 1 s& giir an toan cho bi mt ctia ho. Néu cau khong giit 101 thi sao? Néu
cau ctr viéc bude dén phong lam viée clia Thim phan Gantry, quing doi ging tay 1én ban 6ng, 16i ké hét moi chuyén? Nguoi anh ho ¢6 ma s& bi nuréng
cha. Anh 4y s& bj ca canh sat lin Jack Hogan truy dudi, s& bi hot vé don. Loi khai ctia anh dy s& ctru nguy cho bén nguyén. Toa s& tuyén b tam dinh chi.
Phién toa m6i s¢ duoc bd tri. Tin ndy s& duoc dang trén khip cac mit bao va truyén hinh. Nguoi anh ho 8 tr thanh anh hing, nhung ciing s& bi giam
gitt vi nhdp cur trai phép.

Nhung ngudi anh ho khong thé thoa thudn voi canh sét va cac nha cong t6 sa0? Ho khong thé mrong nhe véi anh Ay vi ho can anh 4y sao? Theodore
khong bict nita. Co the co, co theé khong nhung diéu d6 s€ qua mao hiem

Theodore bt dau nghi dén ba Duffy. Trong hd so ciia céu co mot bai bao voi bire hinh rat dep ciia ba. Ba la mot phy nit dep, toc vang, it nAu, ham
rang hoan hao. Cir thir twong twong nhitng gidly phit cudi doi cua ba xem, khi ba kinh hoang nhan ra ngwdi chong ctia minh dang deo doi gang dénh golf
khong phai ghé qua nha vi mdt Iy do v hai ndo, ma la dé siét c6 ba.

Tim Theodore dap thinh thich nhur dang chay dua. Céu tung chéin ving day ngdi bén mép giwdng. Ba Duffy chi tré hon me cau méy tudi. Cau s& cam thiy

thé nao néu me cdu bi tan cong mot cach da man nhur vay?

Néu bdi thAm doan két ludn 6ng Duffy khong 6 t0i, 1 rang dng ta c6 thé rii bo 101 danh giét nguoi. VA, 6 thé 6ng ta s& khong bao gidr bi dua ra xét xir
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nita. Theodore hoan toan hiéu vé& cai goi 1 bét khé tring t6 - bén nguyen khong the Kkhoi t6 modt ngudi lan thir hai néu ¢ lan dau tién bdi thim doan da
két uan ngudi d6 khong 6 toi. Vi khong ¢ nghi phamndo nita, vu giét ngudi s& van chira duoc xir .

Ong Duffy khi d6 ¢6 thé nhan mot triéu do la. S& choi golf nhiéu hon. C6 thé con tim duge mot ¢ vo tré dep khéc.

Theodore lai chui vao trong chan, ¢b chop mét. Cau c6 mdt y twong, Sau vu xtr, khi dng Duffy diroc xir tréng va rdi khoi toa an, Theodore s& doi vai
tudn hodc vai thang, 1oi giri doi i ging tay cho ong Duffy. Giri ching dén trong gdi hang néic danh, c6 thé ciing véi dong chir dai loai nhur: “Chiing t6i biét
ong da giét ba dy. Ching t6i van dang theo ddi.”

Vi sao cdu s& am vay u? Cau ciing khong hiéu. Mot y tudng ngde nghéch khéc.

Nhimng suy nghi tr¢ nén lan man hon. Khong hé ¢6 vét mau tai hién trurong, phai khong nhi? Vay s& khong c6 diu mau trén doi ging tay. Nhung con toc
thi sao? Néu c6 mjt manh ti ti toc ctia ba Duffy khong hiéu bang cach ndo da vuong lai trén mot trong hai chiéc ging tay thi sao. Toc ctia ba Ay khong
ngin, c6 1& dai chim vai. Theodore da khong dam mo chiéc tli ni long. Céu khong hé cham vao d6i giing tay, nén khong thé biét trén d6 c6 gi. Mot soi
toc thdm chi con hon c& bang chiing cho thay chong ba da giet ba.

Cau cd muong tuong lai hinh anh chién thing ctia minh tai Phong xir Stic vat trong tu cach dai dién cho Hallie, khéch hang va rat ¢6 thé sau nay s& 1 ban
géi clia cau. Nhung dong suy nghil ctia cau vut trd lai v6i hién trudng v an. Cudi cling cau nam im va chim vio gidc ngi.

Marcella Boone vé nha lic 11 gio kém. Ba kiém tra ti1 da dé xem Theodore d4 an udng thé nao. R lai kiém tra may rira bat, dé bao dam moi thir déu
gon ghé. Ba n6i doi dieu véi ong Woods lic do con dang doc trong phong sach. Ba leo én gac, 1am Theodore thirc gidc 1an thir hai trong vong mot gio
dong ho. Nhung cdu da nghe thay tieng me lai gin nén gia vo dang ngi rat say. Ba khong bat dén, khong bao gio. Ba hon Ién toan Theodore, thi tham,
“Yéu con nhicu, ctin cung” roi 101 khoi phong.

Mot gior sau, Theodore tinh ngi1 hén, lo nghil chuyén tim noi nao d6 dé gidu doi gang tay.

000

Khi chubng bao thirc trén dién thoai di dong rung vao lic 6 gio rudi, Theodore khong rd minh dang thire, dang ngi, hay dang lo' mo, ciing khong tin minh
da ngo. Miic du vy cau cam thiy 1o rang rang minh mét moi, bure béi va s& phai dbi mit voi mdt ngiy 16 thé nita. Ganh niing ciu dang mang khong hé
binh thurdng v6i mbt cu bé murdi ba tudi. Me cau 1 dtmg bén 16 nudng - mot vi tri hiém khi gip ciia b - dang ran xic xich va nuéng banh kép, mdt viéc
ma ca ndm ba m6i hoa hodn lam dugc doi Jan. Neu 13 budi sang nao khac, Theodore héin s& thiy doi ngéu va hdo hirc véi mot bira sang hoanh trang
Céu khong ¢6 Iong da ndo néi voi me ring ham mudn an ubng ctia minh da bién mat tim

“Ngi ngon khdng ctin cung?”” ba vira hon vdi vao mé con trai wira hoi.

“Khong ngon lima,” Theodore tra 1oi.

“Sao vay? Trong con mét moi im Con c6 dmkhong dy?”

“Con 6n.”

“Con can udng chit nuréc cam. Trong ti lanh 4y.”

Hai me con an diém tim vi toy bao budi sang, “C6 vé phién toa sép két thiic rdi nhi,” ba néi, cap kinh doc sach tré xudng giita sdng . Ba mé man hau
hét cac ngay thir Sau bang cudc viéng tham chong vénh t6i salon dé chinh trang mong tay, nén ic nay ba van con dang khoac khan tim

“Con ciing khong 10 nita” Theodore noi.

“Me cha tin. Mt con do ngé'lu kia, Theodore. Trong con mét Bm”
“Con ndi con khong ngii duge ma.”

“Tai sao?”

Sao a, b thi lam con thirc gidc ltic 10 gy me lai dénh thirc con e 11 gio. Nhung Theodore khong hé tréch bo me. Cu méit ngi vi nhitng 1Y do khéc.
“Homnay con ¢ bai kiém tra,” cu noi, dicu nay diing mbt phan. C6 Garman da de s& cho ching lam bai kiém tra mén Hinh hoc.

“Con s& Am t6t ma,” ba ndi, rdi trés lai véi to béo. “Con an xtic xich di.”

CAu ¢ nudt troi vai miéng banh va xtic xich cho me hai long. C4u cam on me da chuan bj mot bira diém tim qua thioh soan, r6i nhanh chong chic me
moit ngdy tot lanh, tam bi@t me, vO vo Ién dau :Iudge, 101 tot Ién xe dap. Mudi phiit sau cdu da lao nhu bay dén véan phong ctia Ike, noi ong bac lap di
dang doi gap cau vao budi sang thir hai lién tiep.

Thir Sau, Ike trong con khing khiép hon. Mt 6ng sung hiip va d6 ngau hon ca it Theodore, b toc mudi tiéu bom xom thi sang nay con chua diroc
SO toi. “SE€ 6n thoi,” 6ng lau baw.

“Vang a,” Theodore dimg trurde ban ctia bac.



“Ngdi di.”

“Chau ding ciing duoc.”

“OK. Thé nio rdi?”

Theodore tua lai cau chuyén V@f: Julio va d6i gang tay trong tdi ni Iong hién dang duoc gidu gitta chong ho so cac vy ly hon tir xura ctia Boone & Boone
trong day ngin t h6 so dudi ting ham, noi khong ai doai hoai ti it nhat la ca mot thap ky nay. Cau khong gitr lai chit gi trong cau chuyén, tat nhién, trir
danh tinh ctia Julio va ngudi anh ho. Vai phtt 1a céu da ké xong.

Tke cham chit nghe. Ong giii gii rau, thao kinh, dui mt, nhap ca phé, va khi

Theodore nging 104, 6ng cb ging lim moi khd tht 1én dugc, “Khong thé tin dugc.”

“Minh lam gi bay gio, Tke?”” Theodore hoi trong tuyét vong,

“Ta khong biét nita. boi ging tay can phai dugc phong xét nghiém nghiép vu kiém tra. Ching ¢6 thé ¢ mau da rit nho, da ciia ba Duffy, toc, hoac thim
chi lay duwoc ADN tir mo hoi ctia 6ng Duffy.”

Theodore da khong nghi &én md hoi.

“Doi ging tay c6 thé 1 vt chimg quan trong” Ike n6i to suy nghi clia minh 1én, va gii gai rau.

“Minh khong thé lim ngo, Tke a. Lam sao bay gid?”

“Sau chau lai gitt ching?”

“Thire ra chau khong giit lai, bac biét ma. Ban chau ¢ tinh bo lai thi c6. Cau Ay so. Anh ho cau 4y so. Chau ciing so. Bon chéu phai lim gi bay gio?”
Tke ding dy, viron vai, va lam mdt top ca phé nita. “Chau c6 dinh dén trrdng khong? Chau con Bmduroc gi vao budi sang thir Sau ny nira chir!”
“C6 chir a. Chu ciing mudn roL.”

“Pi hoc di. Ta s& dén xem phién xtr. S& nghi ra g d6 i nhén tin cho chu sau.”

“Camon, Tke. Bac diing 14 tuyét nhét.”

“Vay ma ta khong biét ddy.”

00o0

Theodore burde vao 1op mudn nam phit, nhung thiy Mount dang c6 tam trang tot va ca 1op thyre ra ciing chura 6 6n dinh. Khi trong thdy Theodore, thiy
kéo cau lai dimg canh n hoi, “Theodore, néi xem ndo, thy nghii em ¢ thé cap nhét thng tin v& phién toa cho ca 1op. Lét nita, trong gi Chinh tri.”

Chuyén chén nhit Theodore mudn dong t6i 1 néi vé phién toa, nhung cau khong thé tir chi thly Mount. Hon nita, thiy Mount von hay lo i chuyén
chuén bi bai cho 16p vao cac ngay thir Sdu nén thay can Theodore gitp lap khoang trong. ““Vang a,” Theodore tra loi.

“Camon. Chi can cap nhat thoi, khoang murdi lim phit. Hom nay dén phan boi thim doan, dtng khong?”

“Co ke vaya.”

Theodore vé ch6 ngéi. Thiy Mount g& ban, rdi diém danh. Sau d6 1 muc thong bao céc loai, mit cong viée quen thude trong gios sinh hoat lop. Khi
chubng bao tiét hoc dAu vang Ién, cac cau trd déu hudng ra ctra. Mot cu ban ctng 16p tén Woody theo Theodore ra sanh, bat kip cau ngay chd ti dé
dd. Nhin it cdu ta, Theodore biét ngay 1 ¢6 chuyén khong on.

“Theodore, minh cin duoc gitp” Woody khé noi trong It it do déc liéc quanh. Cuc song gia dinh Woody dang dién dao. Day  cude hon nhan
thir hai hay thir ba gi day cua b6 me cau, nén cau ciing khong duoc quan tim may. Woody choi ghita dién trong mdt ban nhac nbi loan, hit thube va an
mac nhur ké choi b01 léu Iong, nghc‘e dén,céu 9c‘)n g(émmf)t hinh,nhq nhd ¢ mdng, "Ihpodore, cfmg~ nhu nhitng cdu tra1 khép, rat to mo vé hinh xamkia,
nhung khong muon xac nhan 1061 don. Bat chap tat ca nhiing yéu to gy sao nhang ay, Woody van 1a hoc sinh c6 diém s6 trung binh hang B.

“Gi vay?” Theodore hoi. Cau da mudn canh bédo cho Woody lic ndy ma xin tw van phép Iy mién phi thi khong dung i chit ndo. Ciu dang c6 qua nhiéu
diéu phai lo nghi.

“Cau c6 thé giir kin chuyén nay, phai khong?”” Woody hoi.

“TAt nhién rdi” That tuyét. Pling 1a thir Theodore dang cAn. Lai thém mdt bi mét nita.



Hallie i ngang qua, hoi chdm budc trong gidy lat, nd mt nu cudi duyén véi Theodore, rdi chot nhin ra ciu dang ban. C6 bé bo di.

“Démqua anh trai minh bj bit, Theodore a,” Woody ké, mét da rom rém. “Canh sét dén nha ic nira dém, cong tay dira anh Ay di. That khing khiép.
Anh 8y dang ¢ trai tam giam.”

“Viti gi?”

“Ma tay. Tang trit ma iy, ¢6 I ca budn ban nita.”

“Tang trit va budn ban 1 hai chuyén khac hin nhau day.”

“Cau gitip bon minh duoc khong?”

“Minh e 1 kh6. Anh 4y bao nhiéu tubi?”

“Muoi bay.”

Theodore d4 nghe n6i vé anh trai ctia Woody, khong phai tiéng t6t gi. “Lan dau pham ti 42" Theodore hoi, méic dii ngd ring cu tra 1i s& 1 khong,
“Nam ngoéi anh dy bj tom vi tdi tng trir ma tiy, lan dau. Khong nhdm nho gi.”

“Bb me cau can thué Iut su, Woody a. Pon gian vy thoi.”

“Khong don gian dau. B6 me minh khong ¢6 tién, m néu 6 ho ciing khong chiu bo tién thué lut su. Nha minh dang caii nhau to, Theodore. Con cai
chong d6i bo me, khong bén ndo chiu nhrong bo. B6 dwong cai co voi anh minh subt ve vu ma tly, ong dy the ca ngan lan s& khong bao gio can thiép
néu canh sat tomanh ay.”

Chudng reo vao 1p. Ca sanh dudng ving tanh.

Theodore ni, “Théi duroc, gidy gidi lao gip minh nhé. Minh khong tu vAn duoc gi nhidu ddu, nhung minh s& ¢6 ging hét ste.”

“Camon Theodore.”

Ca hai vi vao 16p cua c6 Monique. Theodore vé cho mo cgp sach, va chot nhan ra minh chura lam bai tap vé nha. Ngay lic ndy, cau khong thye sur
quan tim Ngay lic ndy, cau thiy camon vi dugc song trong mdt ngdi nha 4m cling, yén binh, voi dng bd ba me tuyét voi hiém khi cao giong vai cau. Toi
nghiép Woody. Roi, cau lai nghi vé doi ging tay.
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Gios Hinh hoc trdi qua duoc nira tiét ma ¢6 Garman van dang tp dp mo md vé bai kiém tra. Theodore nhin tran trén Ién twong, ¢ giit tinh to, bong dién
thoai ndi bd trén ctra ra vao d6 tiéng lam ca 16p giat minh.

“C6 Garman, em Theodore Boone ¢ trong 16p khong?”’ P6 1a giong noi the thé ctia c¢6 Gloria, thu ky 1au ndm ctia truong,
“C6 ddy a,” co Garman tra 1oi.
“Cb vui Iong cho em xudng day. C6 ngudi can gip”

Theodore vo voi d6 dac, nhét vio ba 16, va trong ic cau hp tap dira cira, ¢6 Garman con din, “Theodore nay, néu I6p kiém tra thi thir Hai em m bu
ciing duogc.”

Da, em xin cam on chang vi cai gi, Theodore nghi bung, nhung miéng van ndi, “Véng, ving a.”

“Chtic cudi tuAn vui vé, Theodore” ¢4 n6i.

“Vang, chic c6 vui vé a.”

Ra dén sanh, Theodore con chura kip thé, thim tyr hoi ai mubn gip minh va vi Iy do gi. C6 khi ndo me bdng tré nén lo Bing vé cap miit do ngiu va grong

¥t mét moi ctia céu nén quyét dinh dua céu dénbac sL. C6 I& Ia khong. Me khong phai la ngu6i phan img thai qua nhu vy, ma ndi chung me khong
vién dén bac si trir khi cdu nira song nira chét. Hay bo nght lai, va quyet dinh cho Theodore theo doi ngay cudi cta phién toa. Co E 1a khdng. Woods
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Boone, nhur thurdng 1&, van 1 ngudi ciia thé gioi khéc.

Hodc ¢6 thé 1a cai gi d6 t& hon nhiéu. Bang cach ndo d6, ¢6 ai d6 da xi cau nén canh sat dang doi voi énh kham xét dé tim cho ra doi ging tay. Bi mat
c0 thé da bi 19 va cau, Theodore Boone, s& gip rac roi khong bict dau ma hrong,

Cau bude cham lai. Bén chd 1& & sanh, cau nhdom qua mdt 0 cura lon va liéc nhanh ra cong trude. Khong c6 xe canh sat. Khong c6 dau hi€u ctia rac roi.
Cau budc tiep, tham chi con cham hon.

P06 14 Tke. Khi Theodore budc vao, ong va cd Gloria dang tan gau.

“Ong dy nhan 1 bac ctia em,” ¢6 Gloria mim cuoi.

“Eme Ia vay a,” Theodore ndi.

“Va em phai dén du mdt dam tang & Weeksburg?”’

Tke dang giuc “Nao c4u bé, ndo...” bang mit. Theodore ngap ngimg chi trong mot gidly, i git du ndi, “Em ghét cac dam tang”
“Em s& khong quay lai?” vira hoi, ¢o vira tién t6i ti ho so.

“Khong dau, dam tang duoc t chirc vao hdi 1 gio 30,” Ike n6i luon. “S& mét dirt ca ngay.”

“Emky vao day” ¢6 yéu cau.

Theodore ky tén 10i hai bac chau roi khoi vin phong, Xe ctia béc Ike ki chiéc Triumph spittire hai chd, it n}]ﬁt da ba muroi tudi va con xa moi duge béo
dudng tir t&. Giong nhur moi thir khac trong doi bac Ike, n6 xdc xéch, chay durgc hoan toan 1 nhd may man.

i cach trrdng mot khbi nha, Theodore kn tiéng, “Mot dam tang u? Y hay ddy nhi.”

“C6 tac dyng ma.”

“Minh dang di déu day?”

“Chéu dén tim ta nh gitip d3. Loi khuyén ciia ta 1 ching ta hity dén hing luit Boone & Boone, mdi bd me chau vao mdt can phong roi ké hét véi ho.”
Theodore hit mdt hoi thit sau. Cau khong cii dugc 16i ndo. Van dé da trd nén quéa phirc tap dbi véi cau.

Hai bac chau xuét hién & cira khién Elsa kinh ngac. Ba dtmg bat ddy, noi, “C6 van dé gi vay?”

“Chao Elsa” Ike noi. “Trong chi liic no ciiing tuyét voi.” Elsa dang méc mdt chiéc 40 len méu bi ngd, tiép miu véi kinh va son.

Ba tang 1o Ike, ma nhin Theodore, “Chau lam gi & day gio nay?”

“Chau dén vi mdt dam tang” Theodore ndi, bit dau budc vé phia thur vién.

“Ba ¢6 thé vui long triéu tip Woods va Marcella durgc chir?” Tke 1én tiéng, “Chiing t6i cin hop gia dinh trong thu vién.”

Binh thurdng ra Elsa dimg hong chiu dé nguoi khac bao minh phai lam gi, nhung ba hiéu lan nay 1 viée nghiém trong. May sao, ba Boone dang ¢ van
phong mt minh, con 6ng Boone ¢ trén gic, dang ngdn ddng gidy to quanh ban. Ca hai lan ot voi va dén thur vién, va ngay khi Ike dong cira, ba Boone

nhin Theodore sbt rudt, “Con 6n chir?”” Ong Boone ciing nhin Theodore, “Cé chuyén gi & day thé nay? Tai sao con khong ¢ truong?”

“Ctr binh finh” Ike trén an. “Moi ngudi ctr ngdi ca xudng rdi ta cing théo luan.” Ho ngdi xubng, ca bd va me doi it nhin Theodore nhur thé cau da pham
t01 gi do vay.

“Gidr thi,” Tke tiép, “dé t61 n6i trude, rdi t6i s& ngdm miéng cho Theodore trinh bay. Thir Tur wira rdi, chi hai hom trurée, Theodore 6 n6i chuyén véi mot
nguoi ban & truong, Cude ndi chuyén ndy dan dén mot cude noi chuyén khac, qua dé Theodore tinh cd nam duge vai thong tin c6 thé anh hurong nghiém
trong t6i phién toa xir ong Pete Duffy. Su thé the nay, ngodi kia ¢ mdt nhan ching, mdt nhan chirng khdng ai biet. Canh sat khong biet, bén nguyén
khong, bén bi khong, khong ai bict c4, ngoai trir Theodore va cau ban ctia nd. Theodore khdng biet phai lam sao nén da dén tim toi. Toi cling khdng biet
nén lam sao, nén gio' chiing ta can no6i chuyén.”

“Sao con khong ké v6i bd me?”’ ba Boone doi bom.

“Thi n6 sip ké bay gio day,” Tke phan phdo.

“Con s0,” Theodore ndi. “Giéy con van sg, va lai con da hira v6i ban con 13 s& khong ké véiai”

“Nhan chimg nay biét nhitng gi?”” ong Boone hoi.



T}leodore nhin Ike va ]1<e7nhin lai Theodore. “No6i di”, Ike ra’hiéu bang mét. Theodore hing giong, nhin me. “Da, nhan chimg d6 da & trong m(:)t dam cay
gan nha Duffy vao thoi diém xay ra 4n mang. Anh ta trong thay 6ng Duffy roi khoi xe golf, thao gidy di ging phai vao tay, bude vao nha, roi miy phit sau
thi trg ra. D6 1a thoi diém xay ra vy giét nguoi. Roi ong ta lai di gidy, bo d6i ging vao tii choi golf va lao xe di nhur khong cé chuyén gi xdy ra.”

“Sao con biét d6 1 thoi diém xay ra vu giét ngrdi?” ba Boone hoi.

“Bén phap y di xéc dinh ba 4y chét vao khoang 11 gio 45. Nhén chimg ndy lic ddy dang nghi an trura, gid nghi ctia anh ta bét dau ic 11 gio 30.”

“Ong Duffy khong hé trong thiy nhdn chimg nay sao?”” dén luot 6ng Boone.

“Khong a. Nguoi ndy dang an tra, 4n minh dudi mjt dam cdy. Anh ta lim viée & san golf”

“Con biét tén anh ta khong?”” ba Boone lai hoi.

“Khong. Nhung con biét anh 4y.”

“Con timg ni chuyén v6i anh ta chura?”” 6ng Boone hoi. “Rdia.”

“Con nbi chuyén véi anh ta & ddu?”’ ba Boone can van.

Theodore c6 cam gidc nhur minh la mdt nhén chimg dang trai qua phén tham vin chéo. Cau ngp ngimg, Tke dot ngdt xen vio. “Né khong ddi ndo mubn
tiét 10 tén ctia nhan chimg hay ban n6, va néu miy vi hoi n6 nhiéu qué thé thi danh tinh nhitg nguoi kia lai tré nén rd nhu ban ngay.”

“Con d4 hira,” Theodore n6i, nhur dang cau xin. “Thuc ra, con da hira khong n6i mot 10i nao voi bat ky ai. Nhung con khong biét phai im sao.”

“Cho nén déu tién nd dén gap 161" Tke ndi. “Dé xin modt 16i khuyén. N6 khoéng mudn lm phién hai vi, nhung gioy thi khong thé dimg duoc. Bring khong,
Theodore?”

Ca hai b me nhin cu chdm chim Theodore co rim trén ghé. Cau nhip nhip ngén tay trén chiéc ban gb soi.

“Tiép di, Theodore,” Tke giuc.

“Nao, ké ndt xem ndo,” 6ng Boone noi.

Theodore ké cho bd me vé dbi ging tay.

“Va con dang giir chiing?”” ba Boone hoi khi c4u ké xong,

“Vanga.”

“Hién ching dang & dau?”

“Tang dudi, gidu sau mot hop ho so'ly di cii”

“Tang dudi, & ddy sao? Van phong ctia ching ta sa0?”

“Vang, me a. O ddy. Ngay dudi kia.”

Ong Boone huyt séo rdi thdt én, “Oi, con oi 14 con”.

Mot khoang im king lau Fic trong ic bén nguoi nha Boone cén nhic tinh hinh, ¢ timxem liéu ¢6 luat ndo, 16 ndo c6 thé ap dung cho tinh’huéng bat
thudng nay hay khong. Méac du da ndi nhicu hon dy dinh, Theodore van thay nhe 1ong vi gitr gnh niing da duoc san s¢. Bo me cu s& biet phai lam gi
Ike ciing s& cho vai 1oi khuyén. Chac chan, ba vi nguoi lon ndy c6 thé timra giai phap.

“Bao chi ndi phién toa c6 thé s& két thic hom nay,” ba Boone Ién tiéng,

“T6i vira & toa 4n v&,” Ike néi. “Chidu nay s& i phan iy 1i khai ctia ong Duffy, ong ta s& 1 nhén chimng cudi cing, Sau phén tranh tung, bdi thim doan
s& tiép nhén vy an.”

“O quéan ca phé sang nay, nguoi ta khio nhau 3 Thim phan Gantry s& kéo phién tda sang ngiy mai, chd quyét dinh ctia boi thim doan,” 6ng Boone noi.
“Vao ngay thir Bay u?”

“Ngudi ta khdo nhau thé.”

Lai mdt khoang king nita giita cudc trao d6i. Ba Boone nhin con trai rdi ndi, “Nao, Theodore, con nghi ching ta nén lim gi vao lic nay?”

Theodore hy vong ngudi I6n s& biét phai lim gi. Cau hoi van nguoi rdi moi tra 1o, “Con thiy 1 nhur t5t nhét bay gio ta nén ké cho Thim phén Gantry



toan by cau chuyén.”

“‘Me déng y,” ba me mim curoi.

“Toi ciing vy, dén ot Tke.

Thét dang ngac nhién, it nhét 13 v6i Theodore khi chinh bé cau 1 ngudi khong nhét tri. “S& ra sao néu ta n6i voi Thdm phan Gantry,” 6ng Boone néu y
kién, “va ong ay budc Theodore khai tén hogc danh tinh ctia nguoi nhan chimg nay? Néu Theodore tir chdi khai thi sao? Sao nao? Tham phan Gantry
¢6 thé bt giir thang bé vi t6i khinh nhon phap luat.”

“Con khong rd nhur vy nghiia 14 sao,” Theodore thdt lén..

“C6 nghiia 1A réic 16, b cau tra oi.

“C6 nghiia 6ng 4y c6 thé tong giam chau chirmg ndo chéu chura chiu khai ra nhimg gi 6ng 4y mubn biét,” Tke n6i voi mdt ny cudi rong ngode, nhur thé voi
Ong day Ia chuyén khoi hai.

“Con khong chiu dé bi giam daw” Theodore noi.

“Dlmg ¢6 v& van nhur vay, anh Woods,” ba Boone Ién tiéng, “Henry Gantry khong doi nao bét giam Theodore vi toi khinh nhon.”

“Cai d6 thi anh khong chic” dng Woods phan ddi. “Em ¢ mit nhan chimg tan mit t6i quan trong nhur thé, 10i khai ctia ngudi nay c6 thé thay doi cue
dién phién toa, em cling c6 mdt nguoi bict vé nhan chirng ndy. Nguoi d6 1a Theodore, ma nd lai cudng Iénh ctia tham phan, vay thi thAm phan c6 thé dé
yén sao? Anh s&€ khong dam trach ong ay dau.”

“Con khong nuon bi giam dau ma,” Theodore nfo nudt.

“Con s& khong bi giani” ba Boone ndi. “Khong mot vi thAm phan tinh tao nao lai di giam mdt thing bé muroi ba tudi vo toi ca.” Lai mit quing king dai
nita.

Cudi cing, 6ng Boone 161, “Theodore, néu danh tinh ctia nhén chitng 4y bing cach nio d6 bi tiét 16 thi sao?”

“Anh 4y & dan nhap cu tréi phép mi bd. Anh Ay khong dugc phép & ddy, v lai anh &y rit so. Néu canh st biét tén anh 4y, tim thiy anh 4y, anh 4y s&
phéi di tt, va d6 hoan toan 14 16i ctia con. Néu ho khong bat dugc anh ay thi anh ay cling lan mat tam thoi.”

“Vay con dimg cho ching ta biét cau ta i ai,” ba Boone ndi.

“Con camon me. Con ciing khong dinh ma.”

“Purng ndi voi ai cd.”

“Con hiéu. Nhung gio b me biét anh 4y 1 dan nhap cu tréi phép va lim & san golf. Cha kho g ma khong timra anh dy.”
“Véy lim sao con biét ngudi nay?” dng Boone vin hoi.

“Anh 4y ¢6 ngudi em ho hoc cling trurong con, chinh cau em ho dén tim con nho gitp d5.”

“Gidng nhur tit ca bon nhéc khéc & truong,” Tke thém vio.

“Khong phai tit ca a, nhung ciing hau nhu.” Moi nguoi hit mdt hoi thit sau, rdi dng Boone nhin Theodore mim cudi. “Do 1 gia dinh & Nha Tinh thuong
phai khong? La Julio, ban con, cau nhd con phu dao mdn Toan cho phai khong? Con me cdu ta, tén ba ay I3 gi nhi?”

“Carola,” me ctia Theodore tré 1i thay. “Carola, phii roi. Toi da vai lan n6i chuyén véi ba &y. Ba dy con hai dira nia, nho hon Julio. Nha ho tr El
Salvador dén. Ngudi anh ho cta Julio chinh I nhin chimg bi an ndy. Ding khong, Theodore?” Theodore gat dau. Vang, thua bo, bo da in ra ding roi
Va khong hiéu sao cau cam thay nhe nhdm han. Cau khdng hin d& phan boi long tin ctia ngurdi khac, trong khi van cé ai d6 bict dugce sy that.

Ban dang doc truyén Luct Sw Nhi dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chim)Net.

Chuong 16

Bude sau bd me va Tke, Theodore chot nhén ra ¢6 & day I ln dau tién cdu budc vao toa 4n véi chit e dé. Cau von ludn hao hirc mdi khi dén day, dé
thay céc thu ky toa va ludt su tat ta voi nhiing van dé hé trong ctia minh, dé lot vao nhitng can phong lat ¢4 cam thach rong thénh thang phia trén treo
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céc bo den chim cii ky va trén tudng | chan dung cc vi tham phan qué cd. Cau vin ludn yéu toa an iy, nhung tinh cam yéu mén dy lic ndy da bién
mat. Theodore lo s¢ cho di€u sap xay ra, du cau khong bict d6 s¢ 2 gi.

Ho di thang bo 1én ting hai, dén phong xir chinh noi cira dong kin va 6 béo vé gic bén ngoai. Nhin vién chp phap cua tda, Snodgrass, cho biét toa
dang giai lao va lic ndo hét gior gidi lao m6i duge mo cira. Nén ho lai hanh quan xudng sanh t6i vin phong chinh ctia Thdm phan Henry L. Gantry Déng
Kinh, noi ho gap thu ky ctia 6ng, ba Irma Hardy, dang dénh mdy.

“Chao ba Irma,” ba Boone cét 1oi.

“A, chao ba Marcella, va ong Woods, a, xin chao Theodore.” Ba Hardy ding Ién, g5 kinh va 16 rang dang ng& ngang khong 15 vi sao ca gia dinh Boone
lai 4ot nhién xudt hién bén ban cua ba. Ba nhin Ike day ve nghi ngai, nhur thé cude doi ho ting cham tran nhau trong boi canh khong may Iy twéng cach
day lau roi. Tke mic quan jean, do thun, di giay the thao trang, nhung may mtin thay 6ng cling khoéc 1én minh chi€c 4o vest nau cli nén trong cling c6 chiit
dang tin cdy.

“Ike Boone” 6ng ndi, dua tay ra. “Anh trai 5ng Woods, va 1a bac ctia Theodore. Ciing tirng Ia luat su quanh day.”

Ba Hardy c¢6 nd mdt nu cudi gwong gao ra vé nhu da nhé ra tén 6ng va ciing dura tay ra bét.

Ba Boone noi, “ba Irma ndy, tui tdi c6 chuyén rat gip can trao doi v6i ThAm phén Gantry. Toi biét hién 6ng 4y dang ¢ trong phong xtr, vu Duffy, trm, va
d6 1a Iy do bon t6i tdi day. E rang viéc ching t61 duoc tiep chuyén ong ay 1a rat khan thiét.”

Ong Boone xen vio, “May gidr 6ng Ay s& nghi an trura vay?”

“Khoang 12 gio trura, thuong la nhu vy, nhung gio an trua nay ong ay s€ gap tht ca céc ludt su”” ba Hardy ngd mét timng ngudi mot trong nhém bon
nguoi dang nhin ba chim cham. “Ong Ay ban vo cling, céc vi ciing biét ma.”

Theodore nguée nhin chiéc dong hd 1on trén trdng phia sau ba Hardy. Lic nay i 11 gio 10.

“Chiing t6i can gip ong Ay cang som cang tot, rét khén thiét,” ba Boone nhin manh, c6 phén hoi thic ép, Theodore nghi viy. Nhung ba vén khong phéi
mot ludt su hay e de, theo nhén xét clia moi nguol.

Nhung kia ciing |2 ba Hardy, va ba von khong phéi | ngwdi dé cho ngwdi ta thiic ép. “O, néu quy vi cho t0i biét chuyén d6 I gi thi c6 1€ s& c6 ich déy”
“Toi e d6 1a chuyén t6i mat” ong Boone t6 ra buc bdi.

“Pon gian i ching t6i khong thé 1am vdy, Irma. Rét tiéc 1 vay” ba Boone n6i thém vao.

May 9}ﬁéc ghé nam rai rac bén kia phong, bén dudi chin dung cac vi thdm phén tién nhiém qué ¢b. Ba Hardy vay tay vé phia moi ngudi va bao, “Cac vi
¢ thé doi & day. Toi s& bao voi Tham phan ngay khi 6ng nghi &n trura.” “Cam on Irma,” ba Boone néi.

“Cam on,” dng Boone tiép 1i.

Moi nguoi hit thd, mim cudi, va ca nha Boone dira.

“Theodore, sao chau khong di hoc?”” ba Hardy héi.

“Chuyén dai lima,” cu tra Ioi. “Hom ndo chéu s& ké a.”

Bdn ngudi nha Boone ng01 xubng, i chi duoe murdi m gidy Tke dimg day, JAm bam bao ra ngoai hit thubc. Ba Boone dang nghe dién thoai, trao dbi
v6i Elsa vé chuyén gi d6 cap bach ¢ vin phong. Ong Boone thi nghién ngAm mot tap tai liéu trong hd so mang theo.

Theodore nhé dén Woody va vu anh trai c3u ta bi bit giir. Cau mo ba 16, 16i laptop ra, va ciing bit dau tim kiémhd so bét gitt cta Phong an Hinh syr.
Nhitng thong tin nhur vy khong san ¢4 trén mang, nhung Theodore, nhu thuong 16, da ding mé truy cp cuia cong ty Boone d€ timra bat clr thir gi minh
can.

Anh ctia Woody, Tony, dang bi giam ¢ Trai Tép trung Vi thanh nién Strattenburg, mjt céi tén hay ho cho noi giam gitr nhiing i turong dudi mudi tam
tudi. Tony bi budc i tang trir can sa ¢ y dinh budn ban, mot tdi danh c6 mirc xur nangnhat la t0 murdi ndm. Vianh ta m6i muoi bay, vi thanh nién, anh
ta co thé chi phai nhdn t0i va chiu hai nim trong mit trai tap trung thanh nién khac. Tét nhién, day la gia str anh ta chiu nhén toi. Néu khong muon nhan
01, anh ta s& phai trinh dién trrde bdi thAm doan va déi mit véi nguy co chiu mitc 4n néing hon. Chua dén hai phén triim cac truong hop vi thanh nién bi
budc t6i lién quan dén ma tiy chip nhan ra hiu toa.

Néu b(‘)‘mg, ngudi d& dau tir chdi gitp 4, nhr Woody noi, thi anh ciu ta s& dwoc chi dinh ngudi bao ho cong. O Strattenburg, ngudi bao hd cong rat
tot va gan nhu ngay ndo cling xu ly cac vuma tly tuong tu.

Theodore nhanh chong tom tit tinh hinh vao mdt e mail rdi giri cho Woody. Cau ciing giri email cho thdy Mount, giai thich 1y do cau khong & truong va
xin nghi gio' cua thay. Cau cling khdng quén giri vai 161 thim hoi t6i April.

Kim ctia chiéc dong hd trén tuong nhu thé dimg im Ba Hardy dang hdi ha danh may. Tﬁt’cé cacvi thém phan qua c6 duong nhur dang cham cht nhin
Theodore, khong vi ndo hé miéng cudi, tat ca nhitng gwong mit nghiém nghi va hoai nghi ay nhur nudn noi, “Con trai, con dang lam gi & day?” Bo cau da



ra ngoai sanh nghe dién thoai, xur y mbt vu bat dong san hé trong nao d6. Me cau ngdi bén laptop, tay bam phim nhur thé nhiéu sinh mang dang can ctru
gitip. Tke van dirng bén mdt 6 cira s6 ¢ dau do, xa khoi ra bén ngoai toa nha.

Theodore dao quanh. Cau leo Ién gac, dimg lai ¢ van phong ctia Phong 4n Gia dinh, hong mong gap duoc Jenny, nhung ¢6 bé khong ¢ d6. Cau lai lon
xuong Phong an Stc vat, nhung ¢ d6 vang tanh. Rdi cdu leo 1en mot khu vire cau thang cii, 61 om, da lau khong ai lui t6i, tham chi ching méy nguoi biét
dén, 161 kang 1& men theo mdt 16i di tranh i tranh sang trén ting ba cho dén khi giip mot cin phong bi quén lng timg 1 thur vién luat cta hat. Noi day
duoc ding im kho chira, chit dAy nhimg thing hd so dit dai cii va may tinh qua dat. Mot 16p bui day phu lén moi vat, va diu chan cta Theodore in 1d
trén san trong ltic cu nhén got di trén bui. Cau mo canh cura dan dén mot can budng nho, rdi dong ctra lai sau lung. Khong gian 6 tam dén ndi go tay
ra con ching nhin r3. Gan canh ctra | mdt vét nirt, mot mang hé hoéc, qua do Theodore ¢6 thé nhin xuyén xudng phong xir bén dudi. Cau cb thé quan
sat tir phia trén, ngay trén dau cac vi boi thim

Mot goc nhin tuyét voi do chinh cdu phat hién ra cach déy mot nam khi nan nhén ctia mot t0i ac dimg ra lam chimg trong mot vy an khing khiép dén ndi
Thém phéan Gantry yéu cau moi nguoi phai roi khoi phong xir. Loi khai ciia ¢6 ta lim Theodore phat bénh, va cau da wdc ca ngan ln gia minh khong
dom trém phién xir d6. Vét nirt khong bi phat hién tir bén trong phong xir. N6 & ngay trén mot dai rém nhung day phia trén khu bdi thim

Mot trong nhimg ngudi ban choi golf ctia ong Duffy dang ¢ buc nhén chimg, va n¥ic di nghe khong duoc 16 ]amnhu’ng cau van nim bt duoc phin nao
101 dung. Nhan chimg khai rang 6ng Duffy i mot tay golf nghiém tic, va vai nam trd lai dy thurong choi mot minh. Diéu ndy khong c6 gi bét thuong,
Nhiéu tay golf, diic biét 1 nhitng ngudi choi nghiém tic, thich thurdng thirc trn golf mot minh.

Phong xtr chét cimg nguoi. Theodore khong nhin dugc ban cong nhung c6 thé doan duoc ngoai dy ciing dong nghet. Cau co thé nhin rd 6ng Duffy, dang
ngdi giita cc luat sw & ban bi cao. Trong ong ta tyr tin, gin nhu chéc chén loi thé phién tda dang nghiéng vé phia minh va ring bdi thim doan s& cho 1
ong vo toL

Theodore xem durgc vai phit, 10i cc ludt sur bt dau la ¢ va cau lin truot ra khoi gian phong nho. Xudng duoc nira chimg thang thi cau nhéc thdy cai gi
d6 di chuyén & chan cau thang phia dudi. Ai d6 & dudi dy dang lan trdn trong bong t6i. Theodore cam thiy én lanh, va hit thiy mixi khét khét. Nguoi
dan 6ng kia dang hut thude, trai v6i quy dinh vi ho van dang & trong toa nha. Ong ta xa mdt hoi mi khéi, rdi bude ra dau cu thang, D6 1 Omar

Cheepe, giv da ¢6 thé thiy rd nho cai dau to tuéng bong murot va cap mét sam mau. Ong ta ngure nhin Ién Theodore, khong n6i v ndo, rdi quay got
bo di

Theodore khong biét minh dang bi theo ddi hay khu vure cau thang nay | noi hit thube cta Omar. Quanh d6 day dau qﬁu thude 14. C6 18 nhitng ngudi
khac cling Ién t6i day dé hit thudc. Tuy vay, mdt giong ndi vang Ién trong dau Theodore, rang cudc cham tran khong hé tinh co.
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Gan mt gioy chiéu Thim phén Gantry mdi gidt clra md toang vao vin phong minh va budc thing t6i chd gia dinh nha Boone dang ngdi nhur nhitng ¢d ciu
hoc sinh ca biét doi chd trong phong hi€u truong, Ong khong miic 4o ching, khong khodc 40 vest, chi nic so mi tring, tay 40 xAn cao, ca vat ndi long,
hinh anh mdt ngudi ban ron va dang chiu ap hre. Ong khong mim cudi, 16 1 dang buc minh.

Ca nha Boone ciing ding bat ddy. Khong c6 min chao hoi hay hoi thim strc khoe. Thim phan Gantry chi n6i, “Tin tt thi hon.”

“Xin 161 ThAm phan,” 6ng Boone ¢6 ging md du. “Chiing ti hiéu nhitng gi dang dién ra va hiéu ap hrc 6ng dang phai ganh chiu.

“Chung t6i xin 16, Henry,” ba Boone voi thém “déy I van dé hé trong c6 thé c6 anh hudng dén phién toa nay.”

Bang viéc goi Henry thay vi Tham phan hay khac trang trong hon, ba Boone dang ¢4 lam diu khong khi. Khong can biét vi thdm phan to ra buc boi thé
nao, ba khéng chit nao ming,

“Chi nam phit thoi,” ba vira hrom vi vira noi. Tham phén nhin Theodore nhu thé cau vira bin ai vy, sau d6 nhin sang Ike, ¢b guong cudi rdi ndi: “Chio
Tke. LAu lim rdi nhi.”

“Pung vay, Henry” Ike dap lai.
Nu cuoi bién mit, va Tham phan Gantry n6i, “Céc vi ¢6 nidm phit.”

Ho nhanh chéng theo sau 6ng vao van phong, va ngay khi canh ctra khép lai, Theodore ]iéc nhin ba Irma Hardy. Ba vAn dang méai miét d4nh may, nhuw
thé chang hé quan tAm téi nhitng gi sap duge thao ludn. Theodore doan ba s& biét moi dicu trong vong nira gio nita.

Bén nguroi nha Boone lan luot ng01 vao hang ghé & bén kia chiéc ban dai ndm & mot goc can phong rong thénh. Thim phén Gantry ngdi bén ndy, dbi
dién voi ho. Theodore ngi giira bd me, va dit kha hoi hop, cau van cam thiy minh dugce che chd can than,

Me cundi truée. “Henry, ching ti ¢6 Iy do dé tin réng con mdt nhén chimg trong vu st hai ba Myra Duffy. Mot nhén chimg dang gidu minh. Mot
nhan chirng ma canh sat, bén nguyén, va chac chén 1a ca bén bi déu khong bict dén.”

“Liéu t6i c6 thé hoi tai sao Theodore lai lién quan dén chuyén nay khong?”” vi thAm phan nhuéng méy noi. “Téi trdng cau bé phai & trudng lic nay chir
nhi,

Pay thuc sy khdng phai chuyén cho tré con.”



Thir nht, Theodore ciing rt nuén g0 nay minh dang duoc ¢ truong. Thir hai, viéc ding tir tré con thure sy khién cau buc boi. Theodore chim ri ndi,
“Boi vi, thira Tham phan, chau biét nhan chirng d6 1a ai. Moi nguoi khong biét nhung chau biet.”

Cap Imt cta Thim phan Gantry do ngau, trong day mét moi. Ong thé hit ra mot hoi dai dén kinh ngac, rét glong mdt chiéc van cudi ciing ciing phéi xi ra
Vi ap suét qua cao. Nhung cac nép nhin trén tran ong giin ra, thanh than. Ong hoi, “Vai trd clia Ong trong tat ca chuyén nay 1 gi, Tke?”

“O, t6i chi 14 ¢6 van luat cho Theodore.” ke turong nhur thé 1 budn cudi nhung tinh hai hude cta nhitng ngudi con lai déu da kin tim

Mét khoéang lang, 161, “Théi duoc, sao ta khong bat dau lai tir dau nhi? Toi mudn biét nhan chimg duoc cho 1 da nhin thdy gi. Ai c6 thé cho t6i biét
1n30?”

“Chéu a,” Theodore néi. “Nhung chau da hira s& khong bao gior tiét 16 tén ciia anh ta.”

“Chéu hira diéu nay véi ai?”

“V6i chinh nhan chimg a.”

“Vay la chau da noi chuyén véi nhan chirng?”’

“Vanga.”

“Va chau tin anh ta noi su that?”’

“Chau tin a, thua bac.”

Lai mit tiéng thés hit ra. Mot cai dui mit nita. “Pugc 16i, Theodore. Ta nghe ddy. Hay ké hét sur thé xemnao.”
Va Theodore ké toan bd cau chuyén.

00o0

Khi cau ké xong, can phong ling ngit. ThAm phén Gantry chdm réi di t6i bén chiéc dién thoai trén ban, bAm mdt nit va n6i, “Chi Hardy, vui long bao
cho nhan vién chip phap 1 t6i s& tré lai mudn hon nira tiéng, Gitt cac vi bdi thim & lai trong phong.”

M6t giong n6i kho khdc dap lai, “Vang, thua Tham phan.”

Ong ngdi phich lai xubng ghé. Ca bdn ngudi déu chiim chiam nhin 6ng nhung 6ng lang di. “Va chau c6 ca doi ging tay?”” ong hoi, giong thdp hon nhiéu vi
binh tinh hon nhicu.

“Trong vin phong ctia chiing t6i,” dng Boone noi. “Ching toi rit sin long giao np.”
Tham phan Gantry gio' ca hai tay Ién, xua di. “Khong, khong Déu sao ciing chura phai lic. C6 & |a dé sau, mi ciing ¢6 thé la khong bao gio. Cir dé toi

nghi mot lat.” Pén day, 6ng tir tir dimg ddy, bude dénbén 6 cira so dang sau chiéc ban réng ménh mdng ciia minh & cudi phong. Ong dimg d6 mot lat,
nhin ra ngoai, du ching c6 gi dé ngdm Ong duong nhur quén nét ring ngay dudi sanh kia c6 mdt phong xir chat cimg nguoi, tt ca bon ho déu dang st

séng doi 6ng,

“Con 1am c6 dung khong?”” Theodore thi thim v6i me. Ba mim cudi, vO nhe 1én canh tay cdu bé, va ndi, “Lam tdt Fm, ctin cung, Cudi 1én ndo.”

Vi thim phan quay lai ghé, viron minh qua ban. Ong nhin Theodore hoi, “Tai sao ngudi nay khong ra trinh dign?”’

Theodore ngap ngirmg vi néu cau néi thém qué nhiéu, cau c6 thé 1im 1§ danh tinh ngudi anh ho ciia Julio. Tke quyét dinh ra nit hd tro. “Ngai Thim phan,
nhin chimg 1 dan nhp cu tréi phép, mot trong s6 rat nhidu nguoi ngoai kia. Ngay Itic ndy cu ta lan tranh, ngai ciing khong thé tréch cau ta dugc. Chi
can d4nh hoi thiy rac r6i, cu ta s& kin tam khong sti bot va bién mét i méi.”

Theodore thém vao, “Anh 4y nghi néu trinh dién anh dy s& bj bat.”

Tke tiép, “Va lai Theodore da hira vai ciu ta s& khong hé mot 1oi.”

Ong Boone ciing bd sung, “Nhung thiing bé nghi quan trong 1 phai bao cho tda biét cé mdt nhan chimg chi chdt ving nit tai phién xr.”

Pén luot ba Boone, “Trong khi van bao vé duoc danh tinh cta nhan chimg kia.”

“Puoc réiz duoc roi,” Tlﬁm phan Gantry liéc nhanh dong h6 deo tay. “Toi khong thé dimg phién xir ¢ thoi diém ndy. Ching t6i gan nhur da sén sang cho
bén boi tham nghi luan. Néu gio mdt nhan chirng bat ngd xuat hién, s& khé ma nglng phién xtt va cho phép anh ta lam chirng, Ma ta cling lam gi ¢6 nhin
chimg bt ngo.

Ta c6 mdt nhan chitng mo hd. T6i khong thé cho ngimg phién xt.”



Nhitng loi ndy vang vong kbép phong r6i nang né roi xu6ng mit ban. Tt ca nhitng gi Theodore nghi t6i 1 hinh anh 6ng Duffy ngdi ciing cac luat su, tur
man va tran day tin twdng rang minh s& thoat tdi giet nguol.

“Thémplﬁn, 161 c6 mdt dé xuat duoc khong?” Tke hoi.

“Chéc chén rdi, Ike. Gitip dugc chimg ndo hay chimg do.”

“Ngudi ta khao nhau i ngi dinh kéo dai phién toa dén mai, thir Bay, moi cho nghe tuyén an.”
“Ding viy.”

“Vay sao ngai khong dé cac vi bdi tham vé nha cho dén thir Hai, nhu hiu hét céc phién toa khac? Sang thir Hai céc vi dy tro lai ddy bét dau nghi lugn.
Pay 1a mdt phién toa, dau phai mt cudc phau thuat cap ciru. Moi vi€e dau can cap bach dén vay.”

“Vay ké hoach ctia 6ng 1a gi?”

“Toi khong c6 k& hoach gi. Nhung nhur thé ta c6 thém thi gian dé nghi vé nhan chimg, ¢6 thé I tim dugc cach ndo d6 gilp cau ta. Toi khong biét nira.
Chi Ia nu ctr voi vang tuyén an thi bat cép sao do, dac biét khi d6 co thé Ia mot ban tuyén an sai.”

“Saiu?”

“Phai. Toi da theo ddi phién toa ndy. Toi quan sat cac vi bdi thim. Bén nguyén da md mdt vu kién yéu thé, va cang lic cang yéu thé hon. Pete Duffy s&
duoc tu do th6i.”

Thim phan Gantry kh& gt dAu, nhur thé ddng tinh nhung khéng néi gi. Ong bt dau stra soan. Ong cai khuy, chinh ca vat, dimg kén ra iy chiéc 4o
choang den treo gan cura.

“Pe 61 nghi xem sao” rot cude 6ng noi. “Camon cac vida...”
“Lam phién” 6ng Boone vira curdi vira noi. Nguoi nha Boone lai dong loat dimg day.

“Khong, khong hé dau, 6ng Woods. Déy 1a mot tinh hudng dic biét, ma t6i chua hé gip phai tir trude t6i gio. Nhung von di 6 phién toa ndo gidng
phién tda nao dau. Cam on chiu, Theodore.”

“Vang a, thura ThAm phan.”

“Céc vi s& theo ddi phan con lai ctia phién tda chir?” “Ching chau khdng c6 chd a,” Theodore noi.
“Um, dé t6i xem c6 thé thu xép duoc khong.”
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Chuwong 17

Khi céc vi bdi thim di an toa, ca phong xir yén fng, va moi cip mét déu db don vé phia Thim phan Gantry, 6ng kén tiéng, “Ong Nance, t6i duoc biét
6ng con mdt nhan ching nita.”

Clifford Nance dimg 1én, dang viron théng va hé trong, rdi ni véi giong nhur dién kich, “Thwa ngai ThAm phéan, bén bi xin cho goi chinh ng Pete Duffy.”

Khong khi dot nhién cing théng khi bi céo tw minh dén bén ghé nhén chimg. Cudi cling, sau bdn ngaty xét xir dai déng diing, ké bi budc t0i co dip dimg
& vi tri ndy va ké lai cau chuyén theo phia minh. Nhung lim vy ong ta ciing khién chinh minh tré thanh d6i turgng bi bén nguyén thdm van. Theodore biét
trong sau muroi lim phan trdm cac vu giét ngudi, bi cio khong chiu im nhén ching, va ciu ciiing hiéu Iy do tai sao. Trude hét, ho thurong 1 nhimg ké
pham ti giét ngudi va khong chiu duoc mot cude thim van chéo cing théng, tinh vi. Thir hai, ho thuong c6 tién sir timg virdng vio mdt hanh vi pham toi
hinh sy nio d6 trrde dAy, nén khi dimg ¢ buc nhan chimg, qué khir s& gay bat loi cho ho. Trong mdi phién toa, thim phan déu cd giai thich voi céc boi
tham ring bi cao khong budc phai m nhan chimg, khong phai néi mdt i nao, ciing khong phéi c6 ngudi dai dién m nhan chimg. Trach nhiém ning né
chirg minh anh ta ¢6 i thudc v& bén nguyén.

Theodore ciing biét cac vi bdi thAm thurong nghi ngd mdt bi cdo néu ngudi nay khong chiu im nhan chimg dé ti ctru chinh minh. Liéu ho c¢6 nghi ngd
Pete Duffy khong, Theodore ciing khong dam chic. Moi nguoi khong roi it doi theo 6ng ta bude dén ghé nhan chimg, gio tay va tuyén thé s& chi ndi
sur that.

Theodore ¢ thé nhin 3 tat ca boi, nho Thim phén Gantry, cau dang ngdi & vi trf ¢6 tAm nhin bao quét ngay hang thir hai, phia sau ban bén bi, bén phai
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cau la Ike, bén tral ]é’bé. Me co gu(f)c hen phéi quay trd lai viin phong, Ba bao khong thé Eing phi ca budi chidu & phién toa, niic dit ca ba ngudi nha
Boone con lai déu thay rd ba muon 6 lai dén the nao.

Clifford Nance hang giong, yéu cu bi cdo khai tén, mot thu tuc can thiét nhung khd ngé ngén trong nhitng tinh hudng nhur vdy. Moi ngudi trong phong
xtr khong chi biét Pete Duffy, ma con biét rit nhleu vé 6ng ta. Ong Nance bt dau hang loat nhimg cau hoi don gian. Ong 4y cau gio voi nhitng tiéu tiét -
nhur fich sir gia dinh 6ng Duffy, trinh d6 hoc vén, cong viéc, khong ¢ tién an tién str, dai loai thé. Hai nguoi ngdn hang iy voi man hoi qua dép lai, va
nguoi & ghé nhén chimg da kip thiét 1ap mot thoi quen. Ong ta thudng liée nhin cac vi bdi thim trong khi ¢b tao giong ung dung thur thai. Hay tin t6i di,
ong ta duong nhu dang co ndi vay.

Ong ta ld mot ngudi dan 6ng wra nhin khoac com € sanh dicu, diél} nay khién Theodore thiy hoi ky cuc vi khong ai trong ndm v boi thAm nam niic 40
khoac hay deo ca vat ca. Theodore tirng doc may bai bao vé chién thuat luat su va than chii nén chon méc do ra sao trong phién xét xtr.

Man hoi qua dap lai cudi cling ciing chuyen sang phan quan trong khi dng Nance dé cép dén khoan bao hiém nhan tho mdt triéu d6 la ctia ba Myra
Duffy. Nhan ching gii thich 6ng ¢ niém tin virng chic dbi v6i bao hiém nhan tho, ring khi con J thanh nién ¢6 vo tré con tho, ong da luon dé danh tién
dAu tur vao bao hiém nhan tho, ca cho minh va vo. Réng bao hiém nhén tho 1 cong cu hitu hiéu dé bao vé gia dinh trong trurdng hop mot trong hai ngudi
chét sém. Sau ndy, cudi ngudi vo thir hai, ba Myra, ong ciing khang khang mua bao hiém nhén tho. Va ba Myra dong y. Thuc t&, nang Ién mirc mdt
triéu do la chinh 1 y twéng ctia ba dy. Ba mudn duoc bao vé trong trurdng hop ¢6 chuyén gi do xay ra voi ong,

Ong Duffy c6 vé khong gilr dugc binh tinh cho ]amnhu'ng nhirng 10i ctia 6ng thi ¢ thé tin dwoc. Cac vi bdi tham Eing nghe chiim chi. Theodore ciing
vy, va hon mot Ian, cau phéi tur nhi v6i ban than ring minh dang theo ddi phién tda Ion nhét trong lich sir Strattenburg, Thém ni¥a, ciu ciing dang cip
hoc ¢6 Iy do.

Tir chuyén bao hiém nhén tho,  Ong Nance chuyén hudng cude dbi thoai sang cac dy an kinh doanh cta ong Duffy. T6i day, nhan chimg thure sy ghi
diém Ong ta thira nhin mot s du 4n bét dong san ctia minh dang gip khé khin, ring mot vai ngan hang dang thic ép ong ta, rang ong ta da mét vai doi
thc va da mic chit sai Am. Vé nhin nhurdng ciia 6ng ta tht xiic dong va dugc cac V1b01thamghlnhan Diéu do6 khién 6ng ta cang dang tin hon. Ongta
khéiing khiing khong chiu thira nhin minh dang & bén bd vire pha san, va nhit quyét ring s& xtc tién hang loat dong thai 4n tuong dé o5 no va ciru gia san
cua minh.

Mot s6 djéu ong ta i truot qua dau Theodore, va cau nghi B vai vi bdi thim ciing dang hoi bdi r6i. Khong quan trong, Clifford Nance da cho than chit
minh chuan bi k¥ ludng,

Theo gia thiét ctia bén nguyén, dong co giét ngurdi 14 tién va 1ong tham Gia thiét ndy cang ic cang giam stre ning,

Sau d6 ong Nance chuyén sang vin dé té nhi, cac ric r6i trong hon nhan ciia ong ba Duffy, va mot Jan nita nhan chimg da Bm 5t phan viéc ctia minh.
Ong ta thira nhan ho tirng c6 lic ong ching ba chudc. Phai, ho d tdi gip cac nha tur vin hon nhan. Phai, ho da tim gip nhiéu ludt s khac nhau chuyén
ve cac vu ly hon. Phai, ho c6 cai co, nhung khong JAn ndo ding toi bao lyc. Va phai, da c6 mbt Jan 6ng chuyén ra ngodi, nhung mot thang khé so dy
cang khién 6ng quyét tim han gin moi sy Vao thdi diém vo 6ng bi giét, ho dang sdng chung hanh phiic, va dang xdy dung ké hoach cho tuong lai.

Lai thém mdt vét ran nira trong gia thiét ctia bén nguyén.

Thoi gian budi chiéu dan trdi qua, Clifford Nance 1i cude thim van sang chi dé golf, o1 ho lai ngdn rat nhidu thoi gian. Qua nhiéu thoi gian, Theodore
nghi vay. Ong Duffy mdt murc khang dinh 6ng thich choi golf mdt minh hon va rang 6ng da choi nhur vy ¢6 dén ca thap ky nay 1di. Ong Nance dura ra
mot t&p hd so, giai thich voi thim phén ring trong d6 ¢6 phiéu ghi diém ctia than chii minh cdch day hai muroi ndm Ong dua mot ban cho nhén chimg dé
xac nhan. HO so nay duoc 1t ra tir mt sn golf & California, murdi bon ndm trde. Ong da c6 mdt tran tim muroi mdt gy, vurot par chin giy. Ong ta
choi mOt minh.

Phiéu ghi diém IAn hrot durge trinh ra, va cudc tham vén ching rmy chdc tré thanh cude didu hanh qua cac san golf trén khap nuée M. Pete Duffy rat
chiim chi choi golf. Ong ta thure sw nghiém tiic. Ong ta luu giit At ca cac phleughldlem Va 6ng ta van choi mot minh. Ong ta tiép tuc giai thich minh
ciing c6 choi véi ban be, choi dé ban cong chuyén, tham chi choi véi ca ciu con trai mdi khi c6 dip. Nhung 6ng van thich choi mot minh hon, mot minh

mit san.

Cudc diéu hanh két thiic, c6 vé nhur lai thém mdt gia thiét khac ctia bén nguyén bi ban rung. Y niém ring Pete Duffy d tinh toan cho vu giét nguoi tir hai
nim trude, rang ong bat dau rit vé choi golf mot minh d€ khi roi san khdng ai chirng kién, xem ra khong xac thuc.

Theodore dang nghi: C6 bdn ngurdi trong phong xir dong dic nay biét s that. Minh, Ike, bd va Pete Duffy. Nhitng ngudi ny biét chinh ong ta da giét
Vo.

Tke dang nghi: Ga ndy s& dwoc tir do, ching ta khong am gi duoc rdi. Mot ti 4c hoan héo.
Woods Boone dang nghi: Lam sao dé tim ra nhan chiimg bi an kia m dua dén day trude khi qua muon?

Tam phiéu cudi cung 14 cua ngy xdy ra an mang, Ong Duffy choi mudi tam 16, danh virot par sau gdy, va cting choi mot minh. Tat nhién, tAm phiéu do
ong ta giir, nén c6 thé dat van de vé tinh chinh xAc.

(Theodore da hoc dugc ring, trong mdn golf, hau hét cac tim phiéu ghi diém khong phan anh ding s6 gy thire sur.)

Ong Nartce tr6 nén trdm budn hon khi hoi than chi vé ngy xay ra 4n mang, va ngudi than chu tra 101 rét troi chay. Giong 6ng Duffy khé khot, ¢ phin ai
oan dau budn khi n6i ve cai chét thuong tAm cta vo.



Chéing biét 6ng ta c6 khoc khong nhi, Theodore tur hoi, ban thin cau ciing cam thay mii ong boi man thdm van,

Pete Dufly ¢b nén nhirng giot nude it va co man thé hién xudt sic khi mb ta minh da stmg §6t dénﬂ}é 130 lic nghe tin, da lao voi vé nha bang chiéc xe
golf, va thiy canh sat & d6. Xac vo ong van chura bi chuyén di, va khi nhin thiy vo, ong da d6 sup xudng, may ma nho mot diéu tra vién do ddy. Sau do,

ong dugc bac sicham séc va ké thudc.

D0 dbi tré, Theodore nghi. PO dao dirc gia. Chinh 6ng da giét vo minh. C6 nhan chimg, Toi ¢ ca bang chitng 1 doi ging tay gidu trong vin phong kia.

Pete Duffy lai noi vé con ac mong khi goi dién bao tin cho gia dinh vo, gia dinh 6ng ta, ban be, cting nhur viée tru liéu t6 chirc B tang va chon cét. Ve 1ndi

¢6 don. V& sur trong vang trong chinh ngdi nha noi ngudi vo yéu diu ctia ong ta bi st hai. V& suy nghi s& ban ngdi nha dé chuyén dén noi khac, vé nhitng
chuyén tham nghiia trang thudng nhét.

Ké dén 13 ndi kinh hoang khi bi nghi ngd, bi cao budc, bi truy t6, bi bét va tam giam. Sao lai c6 ngudi nghi ngd ong sat hai ngudi phy nit ma éng yéu
thuong va ngudng mj?

Cudi cling ng ta ngd quy. Ong ta ¢6 kiém ché ban than dui mit va lubn mdmnéi, “Toi xin 10i. Toi xin 161, That xtic dong, Theodore quan sat it cc vi
boi tham. Cam thong va thurong cam vo cing. Duffy nhé murde mat dé ciru chinh minh, va diéu nay dang c6 tac dung.

Trong lic thin cha ¢b 1y lai binh tinh, Clifford cam on Nance, quyét dinh ho da ghi du diém Ong ta tuyén bd, “Khong con cau hoi ndo nita, thua quy
toa. Phan chirng t6i voi nhan chirng két thic.”

Ong Jack Hogan lap tire dimg ddy n6i, “Toi xin & nghi giai lao mdt lic duoc chir a, thua "[hamphan ” Mot cude nghi giai lao mang tinh chién thuat,
tach cac vi boi tham khoi cam xtic tir cude thdm vén. Liic d6 ciing 1 3 gio 30. Moi nguoi déu can xa hoi.

“Mudi lim phit,” ThAm phén Gantry tuyén bd. “Sau d6 s& dén phan thdm vén chéo.”
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Muoi lam phit kéo ra thanh nira tiéng. “Ong 4y dang cau gid,” Tke phét biéu. “Gio i chidu thir Sau. Moi ngudi déu mét moi. Ong Ay s& cho céc vi bdi
thAmra v& va trd lai vao thir Hai”

“Khong 15 nita,” Woods Boone néi. “Ciing c6 thé 6ng dy mubn nghe tranh tung luén vao chidu nay.”

Ho tutdp ¢ sanh, gan méay ban d6 udng tu dong. Nhiéu nhém khan gia khac dang cho doi, chbc chbc laingd lén dong 1o treo turong, Omar Cheepe xuat
hién, tim d6 udng. Ong ta bo vao méy vai dong xu, chon thirc udng trong lic liéc nhin méy ngwdi nha Boone, 1di Ky lon nurde khoi khay.

Tke van tiép tuc. “Hogan s& khong dung duoc dén 6ng ta. Ong ta qua khon ngoan.”
“Bdi tham doan s& két uin ong ta khong c6 ti chi trong vong nira tiéng,” Woods noi.
“Ong ta s& duoc tu do,” Theodore thém vao.

“Thye su bd can phai trd lai vin phong,” Woods noi.

“Ta ciing vy,” dén Iuot Ike. Ding i nha Boone.

Nhung ching ai nhiic nhich vi the tinh ca hai déu mubn xem két cuc ctia phién toa. Theodore chi thiy vui vi hai ngudi d6 dimg bén nhau, ciing trd
chuyén, thit 14 hiém c6 dip.

Phia cui hanh lang ¢ sur chuyén dich, dam dong bt dau kéo vé phong xir. Mot vai ngudi da ra vé. Dau sao thi dy ciing i chidu thir Sau.

Khi moi ngudi da ¢ bén trong phong xir, on dinh chd ng01, Thim phan Gantry tr lai ghé chi toa va git dAu voi Jack Hogan. DA dén Ic thim vén chéo.
Khi bi céo & vi tri nhan chimg con bén nguyén c6 quyén dit cau hoi voi ong ta mdt cach gay git, thi két qua thurong kha té.

Jack Hogan bu6c dén chd nhan chimng, dua cho Pete Duffy mot tap tai iéu. “Nhan ra cai ndy chir, 6ng Duffy?”” Hogan bt du, mbi nghi ngd budng ra
trong tirng cau chi.

Duffy khong Iy gi lim voi vang, ngd qua mdt hwot, mit trude, it sau, gior vai trang, “C6,” cudi cling Ong ta noi.
“Xin cho quy bdi tham biét d6 I cai gi?”

“La mdt ban thong bao tich bién.”

“Tich bién tai san nao?”’

“Trung tAm Mua sim dudng Rix.”



“O Strattenburg nay phéi khong?”’

“Phai.”

“Trung tim Mua sim duong Rix d6 thude sé hitu ctia ong?”’
“Phai, clia t6i va mdt ddi tac khac.”

“Ngan hang d4 giri 6ng ban théng bao tich bién ndy vao thang Chin nim ngoai vi 6ng chim thanh toan theo quy khoan ng thé chép. Co phai vay khong?”
“Do 1a ngan hang ndi vay”

“Ong khong dong tinh sao, 6ng Duffy? Oqg s& 161 voi bodi tlﬁm doan yéng 6ng khong chim thanh toan khoan ng thé chap ddi voi tai san nay hodi thang
Chin ndm ngoai?” Jack Hogan huo huo may to gidy, nhu thé 6ng cé rat nhi€u bang ching,

Duffyy im Eing, rdi trinh ra mdt nu cudi nhéch mép g tao. “Vang, ching t6i da chim tra.”
“Thé ngén hang d4 cho 6ng vay bao nhiéu dé mua tai san nay?”
“Hai trim nghin d6 la.”

“Hai trm nghin d6 la,” Hogan nhéic lai trong lic nhin bdi tham doan. Rdi ong vé ban minh, it xap gidy to xudng va nhit mdt xép khéc lén. Ong dira
phia sau buc nhan chimg, 161 ndi, “Bay gio, 6ng Duffy, 6ng cé s hitu mot nha kho & pho Wolf thude khu cong nghi€p Strattenburg khong?”’

“C6, thua 6ng, T6i con hai ddi tac khéac nita.”
“Va cac ong da ban nha kho do, ding khong?”’
“Phai, ching t6i da ban rdi.”

“Cac 6ng moi ban hdi thang Chin, ding khong?”
“Néu ong n6i vy. Toi chiic ong da c6 dii gidy td.”

“Thyc ra i vAy. Gidy t ti ¢6 trong tay cho thdy nha kho d6 duoc chao ban hon mot nim nay, mirc gia chéo ki sau trim nghin do la, khoan vay 0 Ngan
hang Bang [ ndm trdm nim muroi, va cudi cling 6ng va ddi tac da ban cai kho d6 vai gia chi hon bdn trim ngan.” Hogan vira ndi vira vung xip gidy to
vao khong khi. “Ong dong y vay chir, ong Duffy?” “Nghe c¢6 vé ding viy.”

“Vay | 6ng mit kha khé tién trong throng vu kia phai khong ng Duffy?”

“Po khong phai Ia mdt trong nhitng thuong vu thanh cong cua t6i.”

“Ong c6 birc thiét phai ban nha kho d6 khong?”

“Khél’lg_”

“Ong 6 can tién mit khong, 6ng Duffy?”

Nhén chirng thay ddi tur thé, c6 phan hoi khong thoai méi. “Chiing t6i, cac ddi tac va toi, can ban nha kho do.”

Hai muroi phiit sau d6, Hogan xoay quanh chuyén Pete Duffy véi céc déi tac va ddi thi tai chinh. Duffy khong chiu thira nhin minh da Am vao tinh trang
tuyét vong, Nhu:ng, khi cuge ﬂ]ﬁrp van chéo cang lc cang cang thang, ¢ the thay 3 nhin chﬁqg dang phai gong minh chong d& hf:t don nay dén (‘:I(‘)n
kia. Hogan c¢ rat nhicu gidy t0. Ong dua ra ban sao cua hai vy kién trong d6 cac doi tac cli chong lai 6ng Pete Duffy. Ong chat van nhn chimg ve
nhitng Iy & vién dan trong céc vu kién ndy. Duffy chbi bay rang ong ta ching c 181 g, ring ca hai vu déu khong di dén dau ca. Ong ta thira nhan viéc
kinh doanh ctia minh dang khén d6n, nhung ciing khéing dinh ring con lu m6i dén mirc pha san.

Jack Hogan da am duge ky tich khi khéic hoa chén dung Duffy nhu mdt doanh nhén bén tién uon phai xoay chay ma hiém khi kip hen voi chii no.
Nhung két n6i cac van dé cta ong ta voi dong co giet nguoi thi lai 1a chuyén khac.

Pé thay doi dé tai, Hogan stra soan cho mdt trén gioi bom khac. Ong lich sy choc ngody loanh quanh nhitng vin @& bt 6n trong cude hon nhan cia
Dufly, va sau miy cau don gian, dng hoi, “Bay gio, ong Dufly, ong khai d& chuyén ra ngoai song, diing vay khong?”

“Phai”
“Cudc ly than nay kéo dai mdt thang?”
“T6i khong goi d6 14 ly than. Chiiing t6i khong bao gty nhin nhén van dé theo hudng d6.”

“Vay phai goi la gi?”



“Thura 6ng, chiing t61 cling khong ban tim phai dat tén gi cho nd.”

“Ctr cho 1a viy. Ong chuyén ra khi nao?”

“T6i khong ghi nhat ky, nhung vao khoang thang Bay nim ngoai.”

“Khoang ba thang trude khi xdy ra an mang?”

“Co & vay.”

“Ong d4 ¢ du trong thoi gian chuyén ra ngoai?”

“Toi khong chéic 1 chuyén ra ngoai, thura 6ng. Toi chi mang theo it quén 4o va rdi khoi nha.”

“OK. Vay 6ng da di dau?”

“T6i & khach san Marriott ngay cudi phd vai dém. Rdi may dém & nha ddi tac. Ong Ay da ly di va sdng mot minh. D6 thyre sur 1 mot thang t0i t&.”
“Vay 6ng 6 nay day mai d6? Trong khoang mdt thang?”

“Ping viy.”

“Roi 6ng trdr vé nha, han gin voi ba Duffy, va dang du dinh séng véi nhau hanh phiic ni nii thi ba Ay bi sat hai?”
“Pay c6 phai la cau hoi?”

“Haly tra 1oi. Day ding i cau hoi danh cho dng, ong Duffy.” Jack Hogan trd lai v6i mdt xap gidy td. Ong dira cho nhén chimg mt ban, liéc nhanh va
nhin ra Pete Duffy dang tai nguoi.

“Ong nhan ra n6 chir, ong Duffy?”
“Um, 16i khong chéc i’ Duffy noi, gié tip gidy dé danh tréng lang

“Vay cho phép t6i giip ong. D6 la ban hop ddng bdn trang thué mdt cin hd & Weeksburg, cach ddy ba muroi dam. Pay 1a can ho xinh xdn, hai phong
ngu, day di ndi thit, trong mdt khu chung cur xa xi, hai nghin 6 mot thang, Ong nhé ra chura, 6ng Duffy?”

“Khong rd lim. Toi...”
“Thoi han mdt nam, tir thAng Sau nam ngoai.”
Duffy nhin vai nhur thé van chura nhé ra duroc chit ndo. “Khéng phai do ti ky.”

“Khong phai do ong, ma do th ky ciia 6ng, mot ba Judith Maze nio d6, mt phu nit sdng cling chdng & chinh Strattenburg nay sudt hai muroi ndm qua.
Diing khong, dng Dufty?”’

“Néu 6ng da noi vay. Ba dy 1 thu ky cia t6i.”

“Tai sao ba 4y ky hop dong thué can ho d6?”

“T6i khong biét. C6 1& dng nén hoi ba ta.”

“Ong Duffy, 6ng c6 thire sy mudn t6i mdi ba dy dén day im nhan chimg khong?”
“Um, ¢6 chir. Xin mdi ong.”

“Ong da bao gio nhin thdy can ho nay chua, 6ng Duffy?”

Duffy diéng ngudi, ngo ngac va chéi véi nhur dang tudt dée. Ong ta liéc nhin bdi thim doan, né mdt nu cudi gia tao nita, rdi tra o, “C6 chir, t6i da & d6
mot vai lan.”

“M6t minh u?”” Hogan cao giong voi mdi nghi ngd tuyét ddi va ding lic.
“Tét nhién t6i & mot minh. Téi t6i d6 vi cong viée, roi bi mudn, nén & lai cian hd do.”
“Thuan tién lam sao nhi. Vay ai tra tién thué cin ho?”

“T6i khong biét. Ong phai hoi ba Maze.”



“Vay 6ng dang n6i voi boi tham doan, thira ong Duffy, ring 6ng khong thué cin ho d6 va ong khong phai 1 nguoi tra tién thué?”
“Va ring viéc thué cin ho nay khong lién quan gi dén cac van dé giira ong véi ba Duffy?”
“Khong hé. Mot lan nita, toi khing dinh minh khong thué can ho do.”

Véi Theodore, nguoi da piét sur thét, sur thanh that ctia Pete Duffy v6 ctng dang ngo. RS rang 6ng ta dang noi ddi vé can hd. Néu 6ng ta da ndi dbi mot
lan, thi 6ng ta cling c¢6 theé n6i doi Ian khac nita.

Rét cude J ack Hogan khong c6 cach nao chimg minh ong Duffy c6 thuong xuyén sir dung can ho do hay khong Ong danh chuyen sang cha dé golf, va
cudc chit van ctia 6ng giam nhiét hin. Duffy hiéu vé go If hon hén vi ludt sur bén nguyén, va hai ngudi da giang co tranh cai vé nhitng diém vit vanh subt
ca gio dong ho.

Cudi cting khi Jack Hogan ciing chiu vé chd ngf)i thi da gAn 6 gio chidu. Tham phan Gantry ngay p tirc thong béo, “Toi da quyét dinh khong mo tiép
phién xir vao ngay mai. Toi nghi céc vi boi thim day can duoc nghi ngoi. Toi hy vong moi ngudi ¢6 duoe mot ky nghi cudi tuan thanh thoi, ém 4, va xin
€ip lai quy vi tai ddy vao 9 gios sang thir Hai. Lic do, ching ta s& tranhtungbe mac, va céc vi boi thim s& phén quyét. Xin nhic lai quy dinh theo thong

16. P& nghi khong thao luan vé vu 4n. Néu c6 bt cir ai lién hé v6i quy vi dé ban vé vu an, thi hily thong béo ngay cho t6i. Cam on cac vi da tan tim. Xin
gip lai vao thir Hai”

Nhén vién clfip phap tién cac vi bdi thAm ra theo 16 cira bén. Khi ho di rdi, Thémphén Gantry nhin cac vi ludt su, ndi, “Céc vi con diéu gl mudn ndi nita
khong?”

Jack Hogan dmg day n6i, “Liic nay thi khong con gi, thira Tham phéan.” Clifford Nance ciing dimg day, fic dau.
“T6t lim. Toa tam nghi dén chin gioy sang thir Hai.”
Ban dang doc truyén Lucit Sw Nhi dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon ¢ Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuwong 18

Lén d4u tién sau bao dém, Theodore mo6i dugc ngi ngon giAc. Sang thir Bay, cau day rét mudn, va cho t6i khi i ciing Judge xudng dén tang dudi, cau moi
nhén ra trong bép dang dién ra mot cude hop gia dinh bt thuong, BS cau dang boc trimg bén bép. ‘Me cdu, van dang mic vdy ngl, ngdi & dAu ban, tay
It trén ban phim, mit dén vao man hinh. Con Tke, nguoi theo tri nhé ctia Theodore chura timg xuat hién trong cin nha ndy sudt murdi ba nim qua ké tir
khi Theodore ra doi, dang ng01 & du kia ban, t& bdo md rong trudc mit. Ong dang nghién ctru myc rao vét, vira doc vira danh dau. Ong mac bd do thé
thao mau cam bac rmu, doi chiéc mil Yankees cii k. Khong khi ngdt ngat voi mili bira sang va miii ctia nhitng cudc ddi thoai bi xen ngang va chura két

s oane

Moi ngudi chio nhau. Theodore ciing bude t6i bén bép, ngd nghiéng dd an. “Trimg da trang 10 da}f b caun6i. B con hiém khi ndu in hon ca me,
trimg trong chura duoc chin, ddy a Theodore nghi vay. Cau tur rét cho minh it nurée nho ép rdi ngdi vao ban.

Khong ai noi gi cho dén khi Ike kn tiéng, “Dy c6 mdt ciin hd ghép hai budng ngi & Millmont. Séu tram mot thang. Khu d6 ciing khong dén ndi nao.”
“Millmont duge day,” 6ng Boone néi.

“Ba 4y kiém duoc bay d6 mot gio, lam ba muroi ti'é'ng mot tuén,” ba Boone y?m khong nhin Ién. “Trir thué va nhirng khodn t5i can thiét, may ra ba 4y tra
duoc ba tram d6 mdt thang tien thué. Can d6 ba ay khong lo ndi dau. Vi theé nguoi ta moi phai & Nha Tinh thuong,”

“Véy c6 nghil moi dau durge mdt can hd ba traim do mdt thang?” Tke hoi, giong c6 phan mai mia. Ong n6i ma ciing khong nhin Ién. Thue ra lic ndy ching
ai nhin ai ca.

Theodore chi nghe va quan sat.

Ong Boone néi, “Néu déy 14 can ho ghép, co thé chiinha sng don than. Toi nghi ho chéng chiu cho nguoi El Salvador hay ngudi noi khéc dén thué
dau.” Ong tha thém miy qué trimg 1én dia, ciing mot chiéc banh x5p nuéng, rdi ddy dén trude mit

Theodore, cau kh& ni, “Camon bd.” Judge cudi cling ciing c6 phan trimg ciia n6 trong bat.

Theodore cin mot miéng, kh& nhai, ]éng nghe sy im Iing, Thai d6 thd o cia moi ngurdi khong mudn cau tham gia vao chu dého dang thao ludn khién cau
buc minh. Mon trimg thi nhdo nhoét.
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Cubi cting cau n6i, “Moi ngudi dang tim can ho dé thué a?”
Tke cb rinra tiéng, “A ha.”
Ngudi El Salvador. Pang séng & Nha Tinh thirong. Cau thu gom dir liéu.

“Woods,” ba Boone van khong roi mét khoi méy tinh. “Nick Wetzel quang céo lo gidy t cho ngudi nhap cur. DAy c6 phai luat sur tén tudi khong? Em
chua bao gio gap dngta.”

“Ong ta quang c4o nhiéu lim,” 6ng Boone tra o, “Ong ta timg 1én truyén hinh tim mua xe hong. Anh i anh ¢t tranh xa.”
“Vay thi, chi c6 hai lut sur trong thi trin quang céo vé viée lam gidy t& di tri’” ba noi.

“Vay gip ca hai nguoi,” Ike dé xuét.

“Em ciing nghi vay,” ba dap 1oi.

“Moi ngudi dang ban chuyén gi a?” Rét cude Theodore hoi.

“Ching ta s& c6 mdt ngaty ban ron, Theodore” bd cau vira ndi vira mang tach ca phé t6i ngdi vao ban “Con vdi bb s& c6 mdt tran golf cue ky quan
trQng_”

Theodore khong thé khong mim cuoi. Hau nhu thir By nio hai bd con ciing choi, nhung vai ngay qua Theodore hau nhr quén mét vu nay. Cau, cing
v6i phin con lai cta thi tran ndy, déu nhan dinh phién xir s& kéo sang thir Bay nén hian nhién da dinh s& c6 mét 6 toa 4n.

“Tuyét. Khinao a?”
“Khoang ba muroi phit nita b con ta di.”

Ba muroi phiit sau, hai bd con chit gy golf lén c}]iéc suv cua 6ng Boone, khong ngdt témtéc vi thoi tiét dep. Pang 14 giiva thang T, trdi khong méy,
nhiét do chimg 21 d6 C, do quyén dang khoe sac, hang x6m dang Iti hiii bén nhiing uong hoa.

Puoc vai phit, Theodore hoi, “BS, minh di dau dy?”” RS rang ho khong huéng dén san golf thi trin Strattenburg, noi duy nhét hai bb con tirng choi.
“Hom nay b con ta thir mdt sin méi.”

“San ndo a?” Theodore chi biét ba cai trong ving,

“Waverly Creek.”

Theodore dé hai chit d6 ngfmvao, 101 mdi thét Ien, “Tuyét, bd oi. Hién truong vu &n.”

“Dai loai thé. Bd ¢6 mot khach hang song & khu d6 moi minh t6i choi. Nhung ong ta khong dén. Chi ¢6 hai b con. Minh s& choi & san Creek, & d6
chac s€ khong dong lam.”

Muoi phut sau ho Ein banh qua mot 101 vao kha rong cia Waverly Creek. Buc twong da d6 so chay doc con duong 10i mat hit & khiic quanh. Moi xe ra
vao déu phai dimg trudc mdt canh cong lon niing né. Mot ngudi niic dong phuc bude ra khoi phong bao vé tién dén chd ho trong lic 6ng Boone dimg

lai, ha kinh xe.
“Xin chio,” ngudi gic cong noi, tay mang s6 ghi chép, nd ny curdi.
“Xin chao. Toi A Woods Boone. Dén choi golf Thoi gian ding ky 1 10 gioy 40. Khéch ctia Max Kilpatrick.”

Nguoi gac cng xem s6 rdi néi, “Han hanh dén tiép, ong Boone. Moi éng deo cai niy vao cho.” Anh ta dira ra mdt tAm thé niu vang rdi n6i, “Chiic 6ng
choi vui vé.”

“Camon,” ong Boone tra 11, canh cira bt du mo ra.

Theodore d& mdt an di qua canh cOng ndy vai néim truée, nhén dip sish nhét mdt ngurdi ban gios da chuyén di noi khéc. Cau nhé nhitng ngdi nha bé the,
nhitng 101 xe chay tri dai, nhiing chi€c xe sang trong, nhiing thdm cé trudc nha dep de.

Hai b6 con li xe doc mot con dudng hep rop bong cdy gia, ngang qua vai duong kin bong. Noi ddy dugce cit tia tung li ting ti, khong khac nao hinh anh
trén céc tap chi golf. O moi khu tee (khu phat bong) déu c6 cac tay golf dang phat bong va & mdi 16 bong con ¢ nhiéu tay golf hon dang cti ngudi trén

gy choi. Theodore bét dau cam thay birc boi. Cau thich nhét B duge choi mdt triin murdi tim 16 voi b trén mot sin golf ving, va khong gi t¢ hon k phai
¢0 danh mdt cu bong khi bi ca nhom ngudi chd doi va ndn ndng quan sat tir phia sau.

Nha cau lac bd dong cimg ngudi. Hang chuc tay golf dén choi vao mot ngay dep troi nhur thé. Ong Boone dang ky, iy xe golf; 10i ¢ hai cho xe in
banh dén khu tap phat bong. Theodore héo hitc nhin quanh, hy vong thay bong dang anh ho ctia Julio. Hodc c6 khi trong thay chinh Pete Dufty dang



phon pho voi Imy 10 golf cling ban bé sau mjt tuan cing thang tai phién toa. Ong ta dugc dong tién bao linh ngay trong ngdy bi bat va con chua timg
phéi dit chan dén gin phong tam giam. V4, voi nhitng gi dién ra & phién toa, ching méy kha ning 6ng ta s bi bit.

Nhung Theodore chang trong thy ai trong hai  ngudi do. Viée cdu dang nghi vé ho chi cho thiy c4u ching may may quan tim dén mon golf. C4u danh
ling quing méy qua rdi m6i ban tAm t6i trin dAu clia minh.

Hai bb con phét bong ding giov, dng Boone bén tee xanh, Theodore bén tee tréng, & phia xa cudi dudng kin béng, Cu phat ciia cau a mdt ¢t danh thing
chi xa tim chin chyc mét. “Con phai hoi ctii xuéng” bd cau nhéc khi hai b con Ién xe golf. Trong ca budi choi con nhiéu 101 nhéic nhd kiéu vay nita. Ong
Boone da choi golf ba muroi ndm, la mot tay golf trung binh, va cling glong nhitng tay golf khéc, 6ng thurong khong kim dugc théi quen day bao, nhat |
v6i con trai minh. Theodore rat chiu king nghe. Céu can duoc gitp nhiéu.

Trude mit ho ¢ mdt nhém bdn ngudi dang choi, nhung phia sau ho thi khong ¢6 ai. San Creek ngin hon, hep hon va vi thé, it nguoi thich choi hon. San
duoc thiét ké Tua theo dia hinh ubn khic ctia Waverly Creek, mit con sudi dep nhung hoi quanh co. San chin 16 man Béc va chin 16 man Nam dong
nguoi choi, chir san Creek thi khong,

Khida ngéi én xe golf & gﬁn noi xuAt phat va cho nhémbén ngudi danh 16 ba, ong Boone néi, “Puoc 101, Theodore, chiing ta c6 mot ké hoach. Tke
dang timmot can ho cho gia dinh Pena. Mot can ho nho gid ré thoi Néuho can gilip d& trong viée thué nha, b6 me s& gitp ho mdt khoan. Viée ndy bd
me di trao d6i méy thang nay 10i, khong c6 gimoidau. Ike, bac a 4y rat ¢6 long mudn giip nhung tién bac khong cho phép. Neu chiing ta nhanh chéng
tim duoc mot can hd, co thé Carola s& thuyét phuc duoc chau minh, tirc 1 anh ho Julio, vé séng voi ho. Mbi trurdng d6 s& 6n dinh hon cho tét ca bon

ho. Hién Ike van dang tlmlglem Con me thi dang n6i chuyén véi uat sur di tri. C6 thé ¢ cach nao do6, theo luat lién bang, cho phép ngudi nhdp cur trai
phép trd thanh hop phap néu ngudi d6 duge mot cong dan M bao 1anh, con ban than thi cé viée lim Cur thir xem sao.”

Ho phét bong, 1én xe thong tha chay doc con dudng danh cho xe golf. Ca hai cti phét bong déu roi vao khu virc mép md.

Ong Boone vira lai xe vira noi tlép “Me con va bd mudn bao lanh cho aph ho cﬁg Julig. B4 ¢6 thé kiém cho cau éy mf)t cong viéc t6t hqn, rr‘ﬁt viéc hop
phép, va néu ¢ cing gia dinh di minh thi trong vong hai nam, céu ta ¢6 thé duoc cap giay nhap cu hop phap. Con vy quoc tich thi lai | van dé khéc.”
“D0i lai thi thé nao a?” Theodore hoi.

“Khong phéi i viéc ddi chac gi dau. BS me mudn gitp gia dinh Peha dé ho khong phai & Nha Tinh thurong nira, va b me van s& Bm vay dui co chuyén
gi xdy ra v6i anh ho cta Julio. Nhung minh s& phai thuyét phyc cau ta ra trinh dién, chip nhan thdm vin, ké 1o su that va dimg ra am chimg trude boi
thAm doan.”

“Lam sao minh thuyét phuc anh iy Bm vay duoc?”

“Phan viéc d6 van dang phai ban.”

Qua bong cta Theodore & gAn 161 danh cho xe golf, kha xa duong bong lin. Cau danh mot ci kha dep miét bang ciy gly sit s6 nam, bong cach 16
chtrng hon bon lam mét.

“Tuyét 1&m, Theodore.”

“Thinh thodng con cling gip may ma.”

L3 s6 sau nam trén khiic quanh bén tréi, mot dudng bong lin 1 rong hon vod nhirng ngdi nha xinh xdn chay doc mép phai. Tir khu phét bong, hai bd con
c6 thé trong thiy phan sau ngdi nha ctia ong ba Duffy, cach 16i xe golf chirmg gan mdt trim ndm muroi mét. Bén canh cira, ngudi m viron dang ban xén
¢6. Vi kiéu danh ctia minh, nguoi d6 gip nguy dén noi rdi, Theodore nghi bung,

Nhung ngudi lam viron kia khong bi thuong sau cti phat bong ctia hai bd con nha Boone. Ho lai 1én xe di doc 16i mon. Ong Boone n6i, “Con bao con ¢6
ban do chyp tr trén khong khu nay a.”

“Vang, thua ngai. Tai van phong,”

“Con nghii con c6 thé tim thiy chd nhan chimg da 4n minh?”

“C6 thé. N6 & déing kia.” Theodore chi vao mot tréang cdy ram rap bén kia dudng bong kin. Ho dira xe dén do, méng’xe r(f)i bt dau diquadilainhr
cac tay golf di tim qua bong bi danh hong. Mot con lach can nude chay xuyén qua trang cdy, mit bén la birc trdng chan thip dyng bang nhimg phicn go
nho. Mat vi tri hoan hao d€ nghi ngoi, an ndu va thirdng thire bira trura lang &, hoan toan mot minh.

“C6 thé chd d6,” Theodore chi. “Anh Ay ké da ngdi trén my stic g0, tir d6 nhin rit 1 cin nha.”

Theodore cting 6ng Boone ngdi lén méy phién gd. Tam nhin ti san sau nha Duffy hoan toan quang dang, “Bb nghi i bao xa?”” Theodore hoi.

“Khoang gin trim mét,” ong Boone tra loi khong chit dén do, cach ma hau hét céc tay golf co thé d& dang wdc lwong khoang cach. “Diing 1 mdt noi
nau minh tuyét hdo. Khong ai cé thé trong thay cau ta ngdi day. Cha ai nghi dén viéc nhin vao dam cay nay.”
“Liic ndo xem anh tir trén khong, bd s& thiy nha bao dudng & ngay kia, xuyén qua dam ciy ndy.” Theodore chi v& mt hudng khéc, ddi dién dudng

béng Ian. “Theo nguo1 anh ho d6 ndi, cong nhan tap trung ¢ nha bao dudng nghi an trua lic 11 gio 30. Hau nhu ngy ndo anh 4y ciing kén ra dy an mot
minh. Con doan anh 4y dén chd nay.”



“B6 mang theo méy anh dy. Minh chyp miy tﬁmh]nh di”” Ong Boone 10i tir trong tii choi golf dé trén xe ra mjt chiéc méy anh k¥ thuét s6 nho. Ong
chyp khu wyre trang cdy, con lach, birc tuong chan, r6i quay sang chup may tam duong bong in voi ddy nha doi dién.

“May birc anh d6 dé 1am gi a?” Trén duong hai bd con trd lai xe, Theodore hoi.
“Minh ¢6 thé cAn dén.”

Ho chup anh mit may phit, ri trd ra, va khi gin ra déq xe thi Theodore nguée nhin qua duong bong lan. Pete Duffy dang dimg ¢ hién nha, quan sat ho
bang dng nhom. Xung quanh khong c6 tay golfndo. “BS,” Theodore kh& goi. “Bb nhin thiy dng ta roi” dng Boone dap. “Minh choi tiép.”

Hai b6 con c6 tinh 1& 6ng ta dé danh ci thir hai, bong ctia hai bb con déu cach xa 16 bong. Ho nhanh chéng nhay 1én xe rdi li di. Pete Duffy van khong
hé ha 6ng nhom xudng,

Ho choi xong chin 16 mét hai gi¢y dong hd, sau d6 quyét dinh i xe chay vong vong ngim san man Nam va man Bic. Thiét ké khu golf Waverly Creek
qua that an twong, véi nhimg ngdi nha dep d& chay bén vai dudng bong kin, mdt day nhimg can ho khép kin dit tién bao quanh mdt hd nude nho, ¢6
cong vién cho tré em, duong dap xe va chay bd dan chéo cac 16i mdn danh cho xe golf; va, quan trong hon ca 1 nhitng dudng béng kin va tham co xanh
nurot khong ché vao dau dugc.

Mot nhém bén tay golf dang phét bong ¢ bai tee muroi bén Kkhi hai b con dén gin. Mén golf ¢o quy udc giit yén ling quanh diém phat béng, nén ong
Boone dimg xe trrde khi ho thiy 6ng va Theodore. Khi méy tay golf pht bong xong, ong Boone moi lai xe dén. O déy c6 binh nude mat, thing rac, va
may lam sach bong dat & mép duong mon danh cho xe dién, gan cudi hang hoang duong,

Theodore noi, “Julio bao anh cau Ay nhin thiy ngudi dan 6ng bo doi ging tay vao thing rac & khu 16 mudi bén. Han i céi nay.”

“Khong phai ngurdi anh ho ndi véi con didu niy sao?”” 6ng Boone hoi.

“Khéng. Con chi néi chuyén vai anh ta mdt an vao t6i hom thir Tur tai Nha Tinh thirong, Téi hom sau Julio mdi dén vin phong mang theo d6i ging tay.”

“Vay I ching ta khong biét cau ta & dau, hay bang cach no va tai sao cau ta nhin thdy nguoi dan 6ng quing doi ging vao thing rac & khu 16 murdi bén
nay?”

“Connghi vay.”

“Va ta ciing khong biét tai sao anh ta cam thiy can phai nhit doi ging tay?”

“Julio bao cac anh chang lam viéc ¢ day van thurong béi thing réc.”

Ho nhanh chéng chyp thém miy bire anh, rdi roi di khi ¢ thém nhém bdn tay golf khac di dén.
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Sau tran golf, Theodore cing bd ghé qua Nha Tinh thuong phd Highland dé thiam Julio ciing miy anh chi em. Carola Pena rira bat cho mdt khach san &
khu trung tam, lam ca thir Bay, cho nén ba dira nh6 bi bo lai & Nha Tinh thurong. Cling ¢6 tro choi va cac hoat dong danh cho tui nhd, nhung Theodore
biét thir Bay ¢ d6 chang bao gio thi vi. Bon chiiing chi toan xem i vi, & bong trén c4i san nho xiu, va néu nmay mén c6 nguoi tai tro thi moi durgc xe buyt
ctia nha tho' chd di xem phim

Trong ltic choi golf, hai b con Theodore nay ra mdt y. Trwong Stratten | mdt trudng tur nho duogc thanh lp & thi trin ndy mot trim ndm trude. DOi
bdng da va bong 16 cua ho khong do duge véi truong 16n, nhung bong chay thi lai 1a thé manh phan khu Ban. Hai gio chi€u nay s€ co hai trdn bong da
va bong chay dién ra lién tiép.

Ong Boone da trao ddi véi nguoi phy trdch & Nha Tinh thuong. Chang ngac nhién gi khi Julio, ciu bé dang phai trong hai dira em sinh doi, Hector va
Rita, nhay cang Ién vi c6 dip duoc ra ngoai. Ba dira chay ao ra chiéc suv va nhdy t6t lén ghé sau. May phut sau, ong Boone dimg xe trude khach san,
d0 ca Ién via he, 161 bao bg)n tré, “De ta chay vao bao voi Pena da.” Ong vao 10i trd ra ngay lap tirc, curdi rang 1 bao lai, “Me cac chau cling cho rang
d6 la mit y tuong khong toi.”

“Cam on bac Boone a,” Julio n6i. Hai dira nho qué phén khich khong thdt nbi nén 1o

Truong Stratten choi ¢ san Rotary Park, mdt sén vin dong cii tuyét voi bén ria trung tam thi trin, gAn khu ky ttc x4 nho xiu. Rotary Park ciing 1au doi
ngang véi tredng, va nhidu nam trude n6 timg B san ctia méy doi bong nhd cta lién doan, nhung cha doi ndo & lai lAu. San van dong ndy ty hio ring


http://ebookfull.net

ngdi sao Ducky Medwick da tirmg choi cho d6i Double A mt mila & ddy vao nam 1920 trude khi chuyén téi choi cho Cardinals. C6 mot tim bién gan
cong trude san goi cho ngurdi hdm md nhé lai thanh tich thi d4u cia Ducky trong khoang thoi gian ngéin ngiii dng choi tai Strattenburg, nhung Theodore
chua timg thiy ai dimg lai doc bao gid.

Ong Boone mua vé tai chiéc quiy chi co mt cira sb. Van 6ng gia ndy am viée tai day ké tir hdi Pucky chuyén di. Ba d6 cho vé ngudi 1on, mdt d6 cho
vé tré em “C6 an bong ngd khong?” ong Boone hoi khi cti nhin nhitng grong mit sang bung cua Hector va Rita. Nam g6i bong ngd, nam cbe so da, hai
muroi d6. Méy bac chdu leo thang r6i di vao bang ghe ¢ khu vire khan dai khong c6 mai che, ngay sau khu vue chd ngdi gan diém chambong dau tién
ctia doi chinha. Con rat nhiéu chd tréng ma lai chang c6 mAy ngudi hdm md nén nhan vién soét vé ciing chang quan tim xem ho ngdi dau. San co sirc
chira hai nghin ngudi, va dam ngudi ham md ky curu khong bo 16 dip khoe khoang trude dy nguoi ta kéo dén xem dong t6i mire ndo. Mdi mia giai
Theodore déu xem ndm, séu trin clia truong Stratten, nhung chua bao gio cau duge théy san van dong dﬁy dén phan nira. Méc diu vay, cau rat thich
noi ndy, v6i nhirng khén dai kiéu cfi, nhimg hang ghé gb khong mai che viron ra gin san, phong chd ctia ciu thi ngay canh duong bién, con tudng bao thi
dac kin nhiing tAm bién loe loet quang cao moi thir & Strattenburg, ttr dich vu cham séc vat nudi cho dén héng bia dia phuong cho dén céc It su cAn
nhirng khach hang b thuong ton. Thé moi goi I san bong chay chir.

C6 nhitng ngudi mudn pha bo nd. Thue ra, subt mia hé, sau khi ky hoc két thiic, ca sin ving tanh ving ngit, nén ngudi ta thic niic phai ton bao nhiéu
cho viéc bao dudng sén bai. Chuyén niy lam Theodore kho hicu, boi vi nhin quanh ciu khong hinh dung ndi chinh xéc thi tién “béo dudng” dugc tiéu
vao cho nao.

Moi ngudi dimg déy nghe qudc ca, 16i doi Stratten ra san. Ca bén dira tré ngdi sét bén nhau, trong khi 6ng Boone thi ngdi & hang ghé sau, chidm chii
ling nghe. “Nao nio,” sép bé Theodore n6i. “Chi tiéng Anh thoi, duoc chir? Ching ta dang hoc tiéng Anh.”

Bon tré nha Pena thirdng hon nhién ding tiéng Tay Ban Nha mbi khi ndi chuyén voi nhau, nhung ngay 1ap tire ching nghe 16i Theodore chuyén sang tiéng
Anh. Hector va Rita mdi tam tudi, khong hieu vé bong chay lam. Theodore bat dau giai thich.

Ba Boone va Ike dén vao hrot choi thir ba, ngdi cing 6ng Boone, lic niy 6ng khong con dé tim miy dén bon tré. Theodore c¢b Eing nghe ho thi tNhﬁm
voinhau. Tke da thndgqc mot can hg, gia thué nam tram do la mot thang, Ba Boone chura thao ludn duge chuyén nay véi Carola Pena vi ba ay van dang
& khach san. Ho chuyén sang ndi chuyén khac, nhung Theodore khong nghe duoc gi nita.

Dbi v6i nhitng dura tré tém‘tuéi, bong chay la mjt mon ghé thao budn té vi ching khong hiéu miy, nén dén’]uc_)t danh thir nam, Hector va Rita chuyén )
sang choi ném bong ngd, r6i bo 16m com quanh chd ngoi. Ba Boone hoi ching ¢6 thich &n kem khong khien ching nhay cang len. Sau khi hai dira di roi,
Theodore moi tién hanh duong di nde bude cta minh. Cau hoi Julio ¢6 thich ra khu gitta ngdi xem khong. Cau ta dongy, the 1a ca hai di doc khan dai,
qua phong ch¢ danh cho cau thi, rdi cudi cting ngdi xudng mdt khu vire bang ghe cii k¥, ngay phia trén canh phai ctia khu trung tuyén. O d6 chang co ai.
“Minh thich xem tir goc ndy,” Theodore n6i. “Hon nita, nd lic ndo ciing tréng chd.”

“Minh cling vay,” Julio ndi.

Hai dira ban luéin v céc trung vé mot lic rdi Theodore doi dé tai. *“Julio ny, tui minh can n6i chuyén vé anh ho cau. Minh khong nh¢ duoc tén anh dy.
Ma thyc ra, minh da bict t€n anh ay chua nhi.”

“Bobby.”

“Bobby?”

“Thye ra 1 Roberto, nhung anh dy thich duoc goi 1d Bobby.”
“OK. Vdy anh 4y c6 cing ho v6i me cau khong?”

“Khong. Me anh Eiy voi me minh méi [ chi em. Ho anh éy 1a Escobar.”
“Bobby Escobar.”

“Si A

“Anh 4y con Am & sin golf nita khong?”

“Van.”

“Anh 4y van & Quarry 4?”

“U. Sao cau lai héi?”

“Hién gio anh 4y | mdt ngudi rat quan trong, Julio a. Anh dy can ra trinh dién canh sat, ké hét cho ho nghe nhimg gi anh ay thiy hom nguoi phu nit kia bi
sat hai””

Julio quay sang nhin Theodore nhur thé cau bj mit tri. “Anh 4y khong thé lam vay duoc.”

“Anh dy ¢6 thé dy. Néu anh 4y duoc hira bao linh thi sao? Khong bét bo. Khong giam giit. Cau hiéu quyén mién trir B gi khong?”



“Khéng.”

‘Um, thudt nglr luat a ay ma, nd ¢ nghia anh a ay ¢6 thé thoa thuan V0i canh sat. Néuanh dyra mnh dién va am chimg, canh sat s& khong lim phién anh
4y. Anh 4y s& duoc mién trir. Tham chi c6 thé con ¢6 cach xin gidy & hop phap cho anh nira.”

“Céu da bao canh sat a?”

“Khong, Julio, doi nao.”

“Cau da ké voi ai chua?”

“Minh d3 gitt kin danh tinh anh 4y. Anh 4y van an toan, Julio 2. Nhung minh can n6i chuyén voi anh 4y.”

Mot cu thi di kia dénh tring bong, qua bong bét ndy khoi rao phai. Hai dira thély anh ta truot vao diém cham bong s6 ba dé danh bong. Theodore ki
phai gidi thich sy khac nhau giita viéc bong vurot rao vdi viée bong bat ngugce rao. Julio bao ¢ El Salvador, nguoi ta khong choi bong chay may. Hau nhur
toan choi bong da.

“Chirng nao cau s€ gap lai Bobby?”

“C6 I8 mai. Anh dy thuong dén chd minh vao Chii nhét, rdi tui minh cing di 1.

“C6 cach nao minh n6i chuyén duoc voi anh Ay i nay khong?””

“Minh khong rd. Minh khong 15 Iic ndo thi anh dy m gi.”

“Julio, thoi gian lic nay rit cAp bach”

“Céi gi cap bach?”

“Rét quan trong, Phién toa s& két thiic vao thir Hai. Bobby can phéi ra trinh dién va ké lai sur viée”

“Minh khong chéc dau.”

“Julio, bo me minh déu 14 luat su. Cau biét ho ma. C6 thé tin trdng ho duoc. Néu ho ¢6 thé tim dwoc mdt cin hd cho ciu va gia dinh, ké ca Bobby, mjt
noi tir t& cho tat ca cac ciu, dong thoi lam thi tyc bao anh cho Bobby dé anh 4y tré thanh cu dan hop phap? Cau nghii xem S& khong phai tron chay
canh sat nita. Khong phai lo v& vu truy ing bt bo ctia phong Di trii nita. Moi ngudi nha ciu duoe séng ciing nhau, Bobby s& co gidy to. Nhu vy ching
tot sa0?”

Julio nhin trén trin vao khoang khong, nghi ngoi. “Thé thi tuyét qua, Theodore.”

“Vay thi day Ia nhiing gi ching minh phéi lam Trudc hét, cau hay n6i OK khi bd me minh tham gia vundy. Ho s& tng hd cac cau. Ho 14 ludt su ma.”
“OK.”

“Tuyét. Tiép dén, cau phai gip Bobby, thuyét phuc anh 4y rang ddy 1 mot y tuong tot. Thuyét phuc anh 4y ring c6 thé tin twong ¢ nha minh. Cau hm
duoc chir?”

“Minh chéing biét”

“Anh 4y ¢6 ké voi me cau vé nhitng gi anh Ay da nhin thiy khong?”
“Roi. Me minh ciing nhu i me ciia Bobby ma.”

“Tbt. Nhd me cau ndi voi anh Ay nita. Bac ¢6 thé thuyét phuc anh dy.”
“Cau hira 1 anh dy s& khong phai di t nhé?”

“Minh hira”

“Nhung anh 4y s& phéi gap canh sat?”

“C6 thé khong phii | canh sét, nhung anh dy can n6i chuyén voi ai d6 lién quan dén phién toa. C6 thé k thim phén. Minh khong biét nira. Nhung viée
Bobby ra trinh dién 1 ti can thiét. Anh ay 1a nhan chitng quan trong nhat trong vy xir nay.”
Julio Ay hai tay 6m dau, khuyu tay chong bi. Doi vai cau odn xudng dudi st ndng cla nhirng 101 ni va ké hoach Theodore vira vach ra. Khong ai noi

g trong mot lic 1u. Theodore dai mét nhin Hector va Rita tir xa, ha1 dira tré van ngdi voi me cau, tay cim kem, mom miéng tia lia. Woods va Ike dang
say sura thao luan, qua i chuyén la giira hai ngudi. Tran d4u van tiép dién.



“Gio minh phai lam gi day?” Julio hoi.

“N6i chuyén v6i me. Rbi cau cling me n6i chuyén voi Bobby. Tui minh phai cing két hop.”
“OK.”
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Theodore dang xem phim trén truyén hinh cp trong phong thi dién thoai di dong trong i cAu rung chubng, Lic d6 1 8 gior 35, t6i thir Bay, cude goi tir
Nha Tinh thwong, Cau truot md dién thoai, “Alo.”

Giong cua Julio khong 1an vao dau duoc, “Theodore 4?7

“U, minh day, gi viy?” Theodore tit tiéng ti vi. BS cau dang & bén phong sach doc tiéu thuyét con me thi da 1én phong ngi trén gic, vira nhdm nhap tra
wvira doc tai iéu luat.

“Minh vira n6i chuyén véi Bobby,” Julio noi, “Oi troi, anh 4y so. Hom nay canh sat ron quanh Quarry, kiémt}"a gidy t, tim hiéu xem c6 ric r6i gi
khong. Ho da bat hai thanh nién Guatemala, ca hai déu nhdp cu bat hgp phap. Bobby tuwong ho dang tim anh ay.”

Theodore wira di vé phong sach vira noi.

“Julio nghe nay, néu canh sat c6 tim Bobby thi ciing khong lién quan gi dén phién tda xir v giét ngudi. Minh ¢6 thé hira voi cu nhur vay.” Theodore
dung canh bo, ic nay 6ng da gap sach dé theo ddi cude dién thoai.

“Ho dén chd ¢ ctia anh 4y, nhung lic d6 anh 4y dang trén dudi phd.”

“Céu da ndi chuyén d6 vai anh Ay chura, Julio? Cau da ndi véi anh Ay nhig g tui minh trao ddi & sn béng hom nay chwa?”’
“ROL”

“Vay anh 4y bao sa0?”

“Ngay lic nay thi anh &y qué hoang s. Anh Ay khong hiu moi viée & day thé nao. Cir nhin théy canh sét | anh 4y lai nghi dén chuyén xiu. Cau hiu
khong? Anh ay chi nghi dén vao tu, mat viéc, mét tién, nghi dén viéc bi duoi vé nude.”

“Julio, cAu nghe minh da nay” Theodore n6i, chau may vdi bd. “Anh dy s& khong phéi o chuyén cénh sat nia. Chi can tin tuong vao minh va bd me
minh, anh ay s€ dugc an toan. Cau da giai thich nhu vy chua?”

“R6L”

“Anh 4y c6 hiéu ra khong?”’

“Minh cha biét nira, Theodore. Nhung anh 4y mudn n6i chuyén voi cau.”

“Tt roi. Minh s& n6i chuyén véi anh 4y” Theodore it dau voi bd va bd cau ciiing gat gi lai “Khi ndo, bao gior thi duoc?”’

“Urr} 61 nay anh 4y lang thang ¢ ngoai khong ¢ chd anh 4y d4u. Anh 4y so canh sat s& quay lai lic nira dém dé bat ho. Nhung minh co thé lién lac v6i
anh ay.” Theodore suyt da thot Ién hoi “Bang cach nao?” nhung lai th6i. “Minh nghi ta nén n6i chuyén lubn t6i nay,” Theodore n6i. Bo Theodore lai gt
dau.

“OK. Minh n6i véi anh 4y thé nao?”

“Ctr bao anh Ay gip minh ¢ dau do.”

“O dau?”

Theodore khong thé nghi ngay ra mdt noi cu thé no. BS cau di truée mot bude. Ong thi thim, “Céng vién Truman, canh vong quay ngura gd.”

Theodore hoi, “Cong vién Truman nhé?”
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“Chd nao thé?”

“Céi cong vién 16n & cudi phd Main Ay, chd ¢ dai phun mrde voi miy bure trong dy. Cong vién Truman thi ai n khong tim duoc chir.”

“OK.”

“Bao anh dy dén déy lic 9 gio 30, tire i khoang mdt tiéng nita. Gap bon td & chd vong quay ngwa gd.

“Cai gingua gd co?”

“Céi trd quay quay v6i miy con ngira g, ¢6 nhac am7dy. Cai tro cho tui tré di voi me dy.”

“A, minh hiéu rdi.”

“Tbt. 9 o 30 nhé.”

000

T6i mudn ngaty thir Bay, vong quay ngua go van dang cham chdm quay. Loa nhac van dang phat bai Thé gi6i nho6 bé trong ltic vai bé tudi Am cham tap
di cling me bam chat vao nhimg chiéc cot gin giira lung miy chi ngyra con xanh xanh do do. Gan do 1 mdt quay ban keo bong va nurde chanh. Mot

nhém choai choai dang lang vang quanh do, miéng phi phéo thudc 14, ¢b to ra phot doi sanh diéu,

Woods Boone thim do xung quanh, cam thiy noi ndy kha an toan. “Bd s& doi ding kia,” 6ng vira ndi vira chi vao burc trong dong cao limg limg cia
mot vi anh hiing v6 danh. “Céc con s& khong nhin thay bo dau.”

“Con s& 6n ma,” Theodore n6i. Cau khong lo vé vu an ninh. Cong vién thip dén sang choang va lic ndo ciing ¢6 ngudi qua lai.

Muoi phut sau, Julio ciing Bobby Escobar tir chd t6i di ra, trong thiy Theodore trude khi cau phat hién ra ho. Bobby rét cang thing, khong mubn mao
hiém dé canh sat trong thay nén ca hoi di bd qua bén kia cong vién va tim duoc chd ngdi trén bac thém mdt chdi ngim canh. Theodore khong thiy bd
dau nhung biét chiic 6ng van dang theo di.

Céu hoi Bobby xem hom nay anh ¢6 di lam khong, 10i ké hai bd con cau da choi & san golf Creek. Nhung khong, Bobby khong di lam, thay vao d6 la
ca ngay phai tron chui trdn ki dam canh sat. Chuyén ny hé mo ra mt canh cira, Theodore ¢6 thé dé dang chui vao d6. Céu giai thich bang tleng Anh
ring Bobby c6 co hoi thay d6i Ion. Anh ta 6 thé tir chd 1 mdt ké nhap cur bat hop phap trd thanh mdt nguoi di tri dwoc bao Enh voi gidy to day du.
Julio 16 lai bang tiéng Tay Ban Nha. Theodore chi loang thoang hiéu dugc mot chit.

Céu tiép tuc giai thich ring bd me minh dang dira ra mot d& xudt ca doi moi gip mot Jan. Mot chd sdng dang hoang hon, co  gia dinh, c6 co hdi xin viée
t6t hon, va 16 trinh trd thanh cong dén hop phap thuan loi hon. Khong con phai trén chay canh sat. Khong con so bi truc xudt vé nude.

Julio lai dich sang tiéng Tay Ban Nha. Bobby nghe véi guong mit déng bang, khong biéu 1o gi
Khong nhan dwoc phan hdi, Theodore sbt rudt. Can phai tiép tuc n6i chuyén.

Bobby nhur chyre mudn chay trén. “Cau hy giai thich v6i anh 4y rang anh 4y A mot nhan chiig rit quan trong ctia phién toa,” Theodore néi v6i Julio.
“Rang chang cd gi sai trai khi ra ding trurde toa ké cho moi ngurdi biet nhitng gi anh ay da trong thay ngay hom do.”

Julio lai dich. Bobby git dau. Anh ta da timg nghe n6i dén diéu nay. Anh dy n6i gi d6, Julio dich lai I, ““Anh &y khong mudn fién quan. Phién toa niy
khong phai la chuyén cua anh ay.”

Mot chiée xe canh sat d6 & mép cong vién, khong gan chd ho lim nhung di nhién 1 du gin dé ho trong thiy 16 mdn mot. Bobby hoang so nhin chiéc xe,
nhur thé cubi cing anh ta ciing bi tom. Anh 4y voi lim bam v6i Julio, va Julio ngay lap tirc néi lai gi d6.

“Khong phéi canh sat dang truy king Bobby d4u,” Theodore voi néi. “Bao anh iy cir binh tinh.”

Hai vién cénh st bo ra khoi xe, bét diu di dao v& phia trung tim cong vién, 16 chd vong quay ngwa 0. “Thiy khong,” Theodore ndi. “Ngudi béo kia la
Ransey Ross. Ong ay chi lam moi viéc ghi phieu phat d0 xe sai quy dinh. Khdng biét ngudi con lai 1a ai. Ho chang hé d€ y gi dén tui minh dau.”

Julio 1n6i lai bang tiéng Tay Ban Nha, dén ic d6 Bobby méi hét nin tho.
“T6i nay anh 4y dinh & d4u?” Theodore hoi.
“Minh khong biét. Anh dy héi liéu c6 thé ngit @ Nha Tinh thirong duge khong, nhung ¢ d6 khong con chd.”

“Anh 4y vé chd minh ciing dugc. Nha minh con mot phong tréng, Cau ciing c6 thé di cing. Minh t6 chire tiée ngi chung ciing dugc. BS minh s& ghé qua
mua cho ca bon mdt céi pizza. Pinao.”
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Nira dém, cé ba vén ngdi trong phong, hd hét vao mén hinh ti vi trong e choi dién tir. Chéin gbi bira bi xung quanh. Hai hop bénh pizza ¢& by méo md
namx¢o xQ trén san. Judge nhop nhép nhai vun banh.

Chbe chde, Marcella va Woods lai ghé qua. Ho thich thi khi thiy Theodore bén ting ting tiéng Tay Ban Nha, hoi cham hon mdt hai nhip so vai Julio va
Bobby, nhung khong chiu thua kém.

Ho ting mudn ¢6 thém nhiéu con, nhung trdi chua cho. Hon nita, d6i lac, ho phai thira nhdn chi minh Theodore théi ciing ¢ mén nguyén 1Em roi.
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Chuwong 21

Tham phéan Gantry doi dén chiéu muon ngiy Chi nhat moi di dao. Ong sbng cach tda an miy khu nha, trong mot can ho do nguoi 6ng, cting Ia mot thim
phan danh g, dé lai va thurong cube bod khip cac con pho trung tdm Strattenburg vao sang sém hodc dém khuya. Bém nay, ong can mot luong khong
khi twoi mat, can thoi gian dé suy nghL Vu Duffyy d ngon hét miy ngay nghi cudi tuan cia ong. Ong d4 danh nhidu gio viti dAu vao nhitng cudn sach lut
mong tim ra mot 107 dap, mot 1i d4p van dang tranh né ong. Mot cude tranh ludn ndy lra nd ra trong dau. Tai sao ong phai dirg mot vu an duogc xr
ding lut? Tai sao 6ng phai tuyén bd day 1 phién xir khong dung ludt khi ma khong c6 gi sai? Khong diéu lut ndo bi vi pham Khong quy tic ndo bi pha
vo. Khong gi ca. Thue té 13, véi viéc hai luat sur gioi tranh tung nhau, phién toa trdi qua rt éma.

Nghién ctru cua 6ng khong tim ra dugc truong hop nao tuong tur.

Vin phong cong ty Boone & Boone van sang dén. 7 gior 30, nhur da hira, Thim phan Gantry budc 1én hing hién nho trrde toa nha 1di gd cira.

Ngudi mo cira i Marcella Boone, ba noi, “O, xin chao Henry, ong vao di.”

“Chao Marcella. Phai dén hai muroi nam rdi toi khong dat chan dén vin phong nay.”

“Vay 6ng nén thurong xuyén ghé qua hon.” Ba véi tay dong cura.

000

Thim phan Gantry khong phai ngudi duy nhét di dao e chiéu toi. Mot nguoi dan Ong ten Paco cling dang tan b. Paco miic bo dd tNhé thao mau tbi,
mang giay chay va by dam Nguoi nay gilr khoang cach, va vi vi thim phén khong hé nghi minh bi theo di, nén viée bam dudi kha dé dang. Hai nguoi
lron qua trung tam Strattenburg, mot nguoi mai me suy nghi, ai ngang qua cting nhan thay dieu do, con nguoi kia cach xa mt quang, than trong bam sat
trong bong chidu chang vang, Khi Thim phéan Gantry vao van phong Boone & Boone, Paco chay b ngang qua ctra, ghi lai dia chi va tén phd, rdi tiép
tuc rao budc dén ngd 1. Sau do ngudi nay bam nit bd dam nodi, “Ong ta da vao trong, cong ty nha Boone.” “OK. O gan ddy roi.” Tiéng Omar Cheepe
dap lai.

Méy phut sau, Cheepe dén d(’)p Paco,rvé ca hai d‘i vao phé Parlf. Khl toa van phc‘)ng Boone & Boone hién ra trudc mit, ho lang I€ cho xe vao bai &
phia xa cudi duong. Cheepe tat den, tat may xe roi kéo kinh xuong dé hit thude. “Anh c6 thay dng ta vao bén trong khong?”” Cheepe hoi.

“Khong,” Paco tra 1i. “Toi thdy ong Ay r& khoi 16i di bo roi di vé phia cira trude. Toi biét dng Ay & trong do. D6 [ noi duy nhdt mo cira doc ca khu
ndy.”

“[a that.”

D6 1a t6i Chi nhét, moi tda nha van phong khac déu ti den khong mdt bong ngudi. Chi vin phong lut ctia nha Boone 1 c6 déu hiéu dang hoat dong,
Duong nhur tat ca dén tang mot déu duge bét.

“Ong nghii ho dang 1am gi?”” Paco hoi.

“Khong 5. Nha Boone ¢6 mit tai van phong Gantry hom thir Sau, ca nha, diéu nay rét kho hiéu vi Gantry rét ban. Ho khong phéi luat sur hinh sy, anh
biét rdi ddy. Ong ta soan chimg tir con ba ta thilo cac vu ly hon, nén ching c6 Iy gi lai @6 bo dén van phong Gantry ngay gilta phién toa mdt vu giét
nguoi Lai con thang nho, ta that khong hiéu. Tai sao hai 6ng ba dy lai d6n dira nho tir trrdng dén vin phong Gantry? Thing nho d6 ciiing Ion von quanh
phong xir sudt c4 tuan.”

“La Theodore d6 sao?”

“Phai. Thing nhoc nghii nd 1 luat sur. Biét timg tay com, trng tlﬁmphan, tmng thu ky toa. Sudt ngy 1& Ia & cac phong xtr, c6 khi con hiéu luat hon khdi
luat swr. N6 véi Gantry con | cap bai tring. N6 cing bd me dén gip Gantry rdi dot nhién Gantry quyét dinh khong kéo phién tda sang ngdy thir Bay nhu
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d hira sudt ca tuan. C6 chuyén ddy, Paco a. Va ta khong hé thich diéu do.”
“Ong da n6i chuyén véi Nance hay 6ng Duffy roi chir?”

“Chura, chura noi. Gio ching ta phai Jam thé nay. Dang I& t6i nén ctr anh qua d6 tham thinh quanh toa nha, ngé nghiéng vao bén trong xem c6 nhitng ai &
do, nhung nhur vy mao hiém qué. Ho s& trong thiy anh, s& canh giac, dang lam g cling s& dumng tay, tham chi co thé con goi com Tham phan Gantry
ma, anh biét ddy. Moi viéc s& trd nén phirc tap. VAy nén t6i c6 ké hoach ndy hay hon. Ta s& goi Gus mang xe tii t6i. Ta c6 thé d4u gin hon, va khi ho
tr6 ra thi chup anh. T6i can biét c6 ai trong d6.”

“Anh nghi 14 ai?”

“Toi khong bie‘%t, Paco, nhung t6i dam ¢4 ca trim d6 rang gia dinh Boone va Gantry khong & trong d6 danh bai. C6 chuyén gi d6 dang xay ra, va toi
khong thich diéu d6.”
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Thamphan Gantry budc vao trong thu vién, & d6 6ng Boone, Ike va Theodore dang doi. Chiéc ban dai chém ché chlem dung can phong, bén trén phu
day sach, ban d, s6 ghi chép, goi cam giac nhiéu viéc con dang ngén ngang, Moi ngudi bét tay chao nhau. N6i miy cau vé thoi tiét, nhung con nhidu
chuyén quan trong phai ban nén muc chuyén phiém khéng kéo dai lau.

“Khong can phai n6i,” Tham phan Gantry n6i khi moi ngudi da vao chd ngdi, “cude gip nhd nay 1 khong chinh thire. Xin nhic quy vi ring ching ta
khong lam gi sai, vi cac vi khong lién quan dén vu nay. Nhung, néu c6 101 nao hé ra, tdi s€ phai tré 101 rat nhi€u cau hoi. Cac vi hieu cho char?” “Tat nhién
101, Henry,” ba Boone noi.

“Khong van dé gi,” Ike tiép 1o

A

“Khong hé mot 101, dng Boone cling noi.

“Véng, thua ThiAm phén,” dén hrot Theodore.

“Tbt rdi. Gioy ta bt dau, cc vindi co cai gi dé cho toi xem.”

Ca ba nguoi lc'?n nha Boone d6 d@}n nhin Thqodore, cau lap tirc dimg bat day. Laptop cua céu & trén ban, ngay trude mit. Cau cham vao ban phl’}n mot
birc anh to xuat hién trén man chiéu rong cudi phong. Theodore ding bit laze chi vao birc anh. “Pdy 1a anh chyp tir trén khong duong lan bong s6 sau
trén sén Creek. Ngay déy la nha ng Duffy. Tai ddy, trong dam cdy & chd ngoit gép nay, 1 noi nhan chimg da ngdi dn trua.” Céu bam modt phim khac,
thém mot birc anh nita xudt hién. “Day I birc anh bd con chiu chup sang qua & sin golf. Nhan chimg da ngdi trén stic go ndy, ngay canh khiic subi  can,
hoan toan }(huat khoi tam nhin. Tuy nhién”” - cau lai bAm mdt phim khac , mot bure anh khac - “nhur moi ngudi ¢6 thé thiy, nhan chimg c6 goc nhin rat
thuan lgi vé phia nhiing ng6i nha doc bén kia duong bong Iin, cach xa gan trammét.”

“Chéu biét chic day chinh I noi cau ta ngdi?”

‘GVaI]g a.”’

“Chau c6 thé ké tuong tan lai khong?”

“Véng, thwa Tham phan.”

“Bo cai cum thua Tham phan di, Theodore, lic nay khong can.”

“Vang,” Mot tAm anh chyp tir trén khong khac. Theodore chi tia laze vao mot toa nha. “Day I nha bao dudng, cach duong lin bong s sau mot trang
cdy, khong xa I bao. Gio nghi trua bt dau tir 11 gio 30. Ping 11 gioy 30, boi vi ngudi quan 1y gidm sat rét chit, chi cho phép cong nhén nghi trua ding
11 gio 30, an that nhanh, 101 tr Jai im e 12 gio. Nhan vét ciia ching ta lai thich linh xa moi ngudi, thich &n mot minh, caunguyenromgomgamanhgla
dinh & qué nha. Anh 4y rit nh6 nha. Nhur moi ngudi thiy, tir trang rimg dén chd ngdi an trura quen thude ctia anh 4y khong bao xa ca. Anh iy udc chimg
tAm gjita gi& nghi 3n trua thi trong thiy ngudi dan dng bude vao nha Duffy.”

“Vay Ia chimg 11 gios 457 thdm phén Gantry hoi.

“Vang a. Ma moi ngudi biét ddy, bén phap y xAc dinh thoi diém nan nhén tir vong 1 khoang 11 gio 45.”

“Ta biét. Nguoi d6 budc vao nha rdi bo di trude khi anh ban nhan chimg ciia chau an xong bita trua, phai khong?”

“Vang a. Nhan chimg béo anh &y thuong tr lai phong bao dudng chi vai phit trude 12 gio. Homdo, anh Ay thiy ngwoi dan dng rdi khoi ngdi nha trurée
khi anh ay két thic gio nghi trua. Anh 2y ude chirng nguoi dan 6ng d6 ¢ trong ay khoang murdi phit.”

“Ta ¢6 mot cau hoi kon,” Thim phén ndi. “Ligu nhén chimg c6 thiy ngwdi dan ng roi nha mang theo mot chiée thi hay bao tai hay bat ctr thir gi chira do
mat trom khong? Loi khai cho bi€t c6 may mon d6 bimit - hai khiu siing ngan, vai moén do trang st cua ba ay, cung it nhat ba chiéc dong ho dit tién
ctia 6ng ay. Nhan chiing c6 thay may thir ay bi mang di khong?”’



“Chau khong nghi vy dau a,” Theodore nghiém trang tra 161, “Chéu da nght vé chuyén ndy hang gio rdi. Chau doan chic ong ta giit sing ¢ thit hrng,
gidu vao bén trong 40, va nhét miy thir con lai vao i quin 4o.” “La siing loai ndo vay?”” ong Boone hoi.

“Mot khdu chin li, va mdt khiu sting ngéin nong vénh chin 1. Thim phén

Gantry n6i. “Dung 14 rit d& gidu dudi 1op 4o len.”

“Thé con dong ho va nit trang?”

“May chiéc nhin va vong cd, ba chiéc dong hd quai da. Nhitng thir d6 c6 thé d& dang cho vao ti quan trude.”
“May mon do van chura tim thay?”” ba Boone hoi.

“Chua.”

“C6 I ching nim dudi day ci hd no do trén san golf” Ike néi véi giong mia mai cay doc.

“C6 I& cac vi ding,” Thim phan Gantry ndi, tru6e sy kinh ngac ctia bon ho. Vi trong tai c6 grong mit bang da, nguoi khong bao gio nghiéng vé bén nay
hay bén kia, vira moi bat dén xanh. Cudi cling, 6ng ciiing cho ring Pete Duffy ¢6 toi.

“Thé con doi ging tay thi sa0?” dng hoi.

Theodore nhit mit chiéc hdp nho mau ndu, dat Ién ban, 101 16 ra mdt ti ni I6ng c6 khoa kéo bén trong chira d6i ging tay danh golf: Cau dat cai tii
trude mit Tham phan Gantry, va trong vai gidy moi nguoi déu nhin chim chim vao vat chimg nhur thé d6 1 mot con dao do té dinh day méu me.
Theodore bam laptop, mt birc anh khac hién ra trén mén chiéu. “Déy 1a bai phét bong s6 mudi bbn, san chin 16 man Nam. Nhén chimg dang sira mot
dAu tudi & ngay ddy, trén mdt ngon ddi nhd nhin xudng bai phét bong, thi trong thiy ngwdi dan ong, van i ngudi dan ong do, Hy hai chiéc ging tir tii
dung db choi golfrdi thay vao thing réc.”

“Mot cau hoi,” Thim phan Gantry néi. “Tai thoi diém ong ta virt doi giing ndy, 6ng ta c6 deo mot doi ging khéc khong?” Nha Boone c6 thé thiy 15 vi
tham phan nay dé y dén tirng chi tiét ctia cau chuyén.

“Chdu chura bao gior hoi anh 4y cau nay” Theodore noi.

“C6 I8 1 c6,” Woods ndi. “Mot tay golf cé miy doi ging trong tii ching ¢6 gi 1 la.”
“Cai d6 thi quan trong gi?”” ba Boone hoi.

“Ciing khong chic c6 quan trong gi khong, Chi i ty nhién t6i thiy to mo thoi, Marcella.”

Mot khoang ling kha lau, nhur thé nhimg ngudi c6 mit & day dang nghi chung modt diéu nhung khong ai mudn nhéc dén. Cubi cing, Theodore n6i, “Thdm
phéan, bac hoan toan cé thé hoi nhan chimg ma.”

“Vay 1a cdu ta ¢ day sao?”
“Vanga.”

“Céu ta dang & van phong ctia toi, Henry a,” ba Boone tiép 1i. “Gidr cau Ay duoc hing luat Boone am dai dién.”
“C6 tinh ca Theodore khong dy?” Tham phan Gantry hoi, moi ngudi déu thay cu hoi ¢ phan budn curdi.

2 A

“Anh can phai dam bao voi bon i, Henry a, ring ciu ta s& khong bi bit giit, bi truy t6 hay gi gi,”” 6ng Boone noi.
“T6i xin hira,” Thim phan Gantry noi.

Bobby Escobar ngdi dbi dién v6i Tham phén. Bén phéi cAu k Julio, ngwoi em ho kiém thong dich vién bén tréi k di Carola. Py k chuyén cta cé nha,
Hector cing Rita cling dén va dang ¢ véan phong ctia ba Boone xem ti vi.

Theodore bt diu cude thim van truc tiép ctia mmhbémg chinh birc anh tir trén cao chup duong kin bong s6 sau trén san Creek. V6i chiée dén laze
trong tay, cau va Bobby chi dung vi tri noi anh ta ngoi an trua. Theodore doi cac bire hinh, than trong dat cau hoi, va danh kha kha thoi gian cho Julio
dich. Cau chuyén hé md mdt cach hoan hdo.

Woods, Marcella va Tke ngdi i lai phia sau theo ddi voi niém hanh dién 16n lao, nhung ca ba déu sin sang bét 16i.

Khi céc chi tiét da dugc trinh bay va Bobby ciing da thé hién minh 14 nhin chimg dang tin cdy, Tham phan Gantry néi, “Gio, hily ndi vé& chuyén nhin
dién.”

Vi chua ting gip Pete Duffy nén Bobby khong thé n6i ong ta chinh 1 ngudi da bude vao ngdi nhd. Anh khing dinh nguroi dan ong d6 méc 4o len den,
quan vai mau mat ong va doi nii choi golf mau hat dé, ding bd ma Pete Duffy da méic trong khoang thoi gian xdy ra an mang. Theodore cho chay mot



loat birc anh chup Pete Duffy, tit ca déu ly ra tir bdo. Vi mdi birc anh, Bobby chi c6 thé n6i ngudi dan 6ng trong anh hoan toan gidng voi nguoi dan
ong anh ta da thy. Theodore bam mdt phim khac, cho chay ba doan bang hinh ngin do cau rap ni lai, tit ca déu c6 hinh Pete Duffy hodic dang budc
vao hodc dang bude ra khoi phong xir. Mot in nira, Bobby lai ndi d6 gan nhur chic chéin 1 ngudi dan ong Ay.

Tai phién toa, bén nguyén da dua ra bang chitng I hai muroi hai birc anh hién truong, ngdi nha va L hang x6m. MOt trong sb do, birc anh s murdi am,
duoc chup 6 vi tri gan mép duong lin bong. Birc anh cho thiy nit sau nha Duffy, sin sau, cira sb, cira sau, va xa hon chit 14 hai canh sat méc thrdng
phuc dang dtmg canh mot chiéc xe golf. Ngdi trén xe 1 Pete Duffy, vé it sing sd, lo 4u. Birc anh 1d rang dwoc chup chi it phit sau khi 6ng ta lao tir
Quén nuéng Céu lac bd golf vé nha.

Theodore da c6 dugc bire anh nho “gh¢ tham'” trang web chira dir liéu ban tin toa an. Néu Thim phan Gantry c6 hoi lim sao cau c6 dugce 6, Theodore
dinh s€ noi, “Da, thua Tham phan, birc anh d6 dugc dua ra cong khai tai toa va duge cong nhan 1a bang chirng, Khong c6 gi 1a bi mat, phai khong a?”’

Nhung Thim phan Gantry khong néi gi. Ong d nhin birc anh ndy ca trim lan nén khong con thiy 4n twong gi nira. Tuy nhién, Bobby, chura timng nhin
thay né trudc day, da ngay lap tirc ndi gi d6 véi Julio.

“D6 chinh 1 ong ta,” Julio néi, chi vao birc anh. “Nguoi dan 6ng trén chiée xe. Chinh 1a 6ng ta ddy a.”
“Gid thi bac da chinh thirc thdy, thwa Tham phan, nhin chimg vira nhan dién bi cdo, 6ng Pete Duffy.”
“Ta biét i, Theodore,” dng Gantry noi.

Ban dang doc truyén Luct Sw Nhi dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.


http://ebookfull.net

	Giới thiệu Luật Sư Nhí
	Chương 1
	Chương 2
	Chương 3
	Chương 4
	Chương 5
	Chương 6
	Chương 7
	Chương 8
	Chương 9
	Chương 10
	Chương 11
	Chương 12
	Chương 13
	Chương 14
	Chương 15
	Chương 16
	Chương 17
	Chương 18
	Chương 19
	Chương 20
	Chương 21

