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L2 cudi la mdt noi hoan héo dé ta trao g trai tim cho ai do...

Jane khong mong cho duge tré thanh phit ddu trong & cudi ctia c6 chi ho Stacy. Con & hon nita, Adam, tén ngé ngin vénh véo nhét truwong Trung hoc

Tilson lai i phit ré! Bicu cudi cling trén doi nay Jane mudn Bm 1 bude doc theo 1i di trong nha tho cling voi hén. Nhung cang biét nhiéu vé Adam hon
thi Jane lai cang nhdn ra han thuc sy 1a mdt chang trai rat tuyét. Va gio thi chinh ban than Jane lai dang ao wdc Ie cudi d6 s€ kéo dai mai nii...
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Chuong 1
“C6 tin nhéin nao cho minh khéng?” Toi hoi khi vira budc vao van phong The Pipeline, 1o bao ciia trudng toi.

“Trong hop thur ciia cau thi khong.” Angela - bién tap vién diéu hanh ciia chiing t6i - tra 104, “Bon minh d ndp cho canh st tit ca nhitng goi nho kéu tich
tac va nhitng 1oi de doa bat coc ro1.”

T6i nhin vai mim cudi, “Moi ngiy lai t}lém mdt tay van dong vién cau tiét.”” Chuyén mdt vai van dong vién‘cﬁa truong Trung hoc Tilson khong chiu duoe
nhing 10i chi trich khong phai la van d¢ cua t6i. Va vao gidy phit nay t6i cling khong dugc Iong cta cac cau thi ddi lacrosse nam - déc biét la ngbi sao
cua ho, Adam Logan - va cac fan hAimmg ctia ho cho lam

“Minh kh6 ¢6 thé tudng turgng duoc chuyén Adam Logan mubn bét coc Jane,” Kelly nhin xét. “Nhitng ké bét c6c va nan nhén thuong phai & bén nhau
mot thoi gian.” N6i r6i Kelly quay lai va cham nhe vao canh tay t6i. Kelly la mot trong nhimg fan by ctia Adam va la bién tap vién cho myc Nhén vét cta
t0 bao trudng. N6 ciling ghé qua sau gio hoc dé kieém tra hdp thu va vo dugc ca tap nhiing mau tin via hé tir “ngudn” ctia minh.

“Chi dva thoi, Jane.”
“Biét, biét.” Toi noi.

Tom - Tong bién tip ctia ching t6i - bt cuoi. “Nay, anh dam bao | ngin sach cta ching ta ¢6 thé dép tmg khoan tién chudc,” Anh n6i. “Sau vai gior bi
nhitng cau hoi cuia Jane nurdng thanh than, Adam s€ khong doi nhicu tién dau. Cé khi cau ta s€ tra thém cho ching ta € don Jane v€ ciing nén.”

Toi nhan nh6, con Tom cudi pha kn. Tom Ia hoc sinh 16p 12, trén to1 mjt lop mdt anh chang ngudi My gbe Phi cao rdo ma ca t6i va Angela déu cam
ndng trdm trong hdi ndm 16p 10. Gio' Angela da khong chi don thuan Ia camnang nira. N6 Ja nguoi ban than nhét ctia Tom va 1 cénh tay phéi ciia toa
soan, ¢b gai mi Tom s& mudn dwa dim vao nhat, nhung Angela ciing muon 1 nguoi ma Tom s trao cho ny hon. Thé nhung Tom ¢6 s thich thao doi
hon, va lic nay anh dang hen ho véi mdt co nang Pai hoc. Pidu d6 véi t6i cha sao ca. Toi can anh nhwr [ mdt dau trd nang dong va mit Tong bién tap
diém dam hon 2 mot hinh trong ling man.

Thuc chét tit ca chiing t61 déu phu thude vao Tom Tu Van vién ciia t& bdo, mdt phong vién cho to The Baltimore Sun, day mon du lich vao hoc ky 1
ctia mbi ndm hoc, sau d6 Bm tur van off campus vao hoc ky 2 - rét chi i off campus. Tom giit lién lac v6i c6 4y, nhung anh ganh gan nhu toan b trach
nhiém véi t& bao 4-trang clia ching toi. Xudt ban mot 1o bao hang tuin B mdt nii cong viée, dic bigt 1 véi mdt ngdi trudng 1100 hoc sinh nhur trurdng
6i, nhung nhitng hoc sinh tham gia viét nhing chuyén muc thudng xuyén va im cong viée bién tap duoc danh cho nhing khoang thi gian Ién 16p doc
lap dé lam viéc va duoc tinh gids hoc day du.

“Nén nhd,” Toi n6i, “néu khong nhé em thi ching ta s& khong thé nao nhan duoc nhiéu thur dén thé cho Ban bién tap.”

“Anh rit biét on,” Tom dép lai. “Tudn nay thur ctia Adam dai 1ong thong, anh chi phai viét mdt doan xa ludn nita thoi”

“Qua & khi Logan khong ding thoi gian ctia minh dé thure hanh nhing ¢t lam ban trrde gon bong thay vi trude ban phim.” Toi mia mai, “Hén c6 mdt
khé niing thién pht. Néu hén phat huy dugc thi em cha dung dén hén lam gi.” Toi xoay chiéc ghé twa vé phia mot chdng béo da duroc phat hanh ngy
hém nay. “Em nghi i ciing nén nghia qua xem héin da n6i gi.”

“Nghia | cAu van chura doc 1 thur d6 ha?” Kelly hoi, doi mit xanh dwong tron xoe kinh ngac. N6 luon kiém tra hp thur chira thur phén hoi cho Ban bién
tap dé xemngudi ta co ndi gi vé minh khong,
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“Minh khong mudn nhitng 16i phan nan ctia hén ta anh huéng dén nhimg gi minh viét trong tuin nay.” Toi giai thich.
“Va 15 rang 1 né khong anh hudng gi ca.” Tomnoi. “Chiing ta lai cd mdt ban phan tich nita ctia Jane Hardy, néi diing nhing gi ¢6 4y thiy.”

Angela md mdt & béo dat trén néc miy tinh ra va bit diu doc bai viét ctia toi. “Néu nhu ban dinh choi mdt trin du theo phong cach bo-chay-va-bén-
Kén, thi t5t hon hét ban phéai dam bao minh c6 vai vién dan...”

“Nhung ching ta lai khong ¢6.” Angela va t6i cing dong thanh.

“Ching ta thure sy khong c6.” Toi n6i va xoay tron trén ghé, 16i dy Vao turong dé chiéc ghé chay dén bén canh Angela. “Chiing ta khong sir dung tai
nang cua minh. Ngay ca nhitng chién thang ciing lam ching ta trong rat t6i t€. Trong bon trdn dau tién clia nmila giai ndy vai ban thang ctia chung ta...”

“Trong nhur qua bong ban roi tdm vao trong td ca vang” Tomnhd lai bai viét tir tudn trude.

“Va trén du chuyén bong ctia ching ta,” T6i tiép tuc, quyét tim giai thich Iy do vi sao d6i lacrosse nam lai im t6i phét dién...
“Thi nhur mdt trén d4u ma cac cAu thi ctia chinh ching ta lai mdi ngudi chay mdt hudng.” Angela nhé lai.

“Vi thé minh mudn viét mdt cach hinh anh! D6 1a cach tiép can doc gia ciia minh.”

“Ar, cAu da tiép can dugc doi lacrosse nam ddy.” Angela nhe ring dap lai.

“Thay vi ngdi viét mdt 14 thu, minh wdc gi ho chimg minh duoc 1 minh sai bing mot chién théing thuyét phuc.” Toi ndi, va r6i mo t bao trong tay dén
trang doi dién. “Nao, xem Logan da noi gi nao.”

‘Ban Bién tap than mén,

La Bdi truong cuia doi lacrosse cua trudng, toi viét 14 thur nay dé phan dbi bai bao nghéo nan ma ching ti da nhan duoc tir bién tap vien chuyén myc thé
thao ctia cac ban - Jane Hardy. Moi tuan, thay vi viét nhitng bai bao 1o rang va khong thanh kién vé nhitng tran dau ctia chiing t64, 6 ta lai boi moc nhur
mot chirong trinh noi chuyén dém khuya vay.’

“0, vy sa0?” Toi noi.

“Nhu mt nha soan kich dang ghét, ¢6 ta tam thurdng hoa nhitng tréin d4u dé tir d6 c6 thé coi cong stre ciia toan doi nhu nhitng tro dua.”

“Nghe ¢6 vé nhur hén ta bi ton thirong ning vay.” T6i im bam.

“Toi khong né ha nhing nhén xét tiéu cuc cia ¢ ta vé kha néing inh dao ctia 101" Toi liéc 1én khoi t&r bao mot It va ndi, “Khong céi con khi dy.” Va rdi
tiep tuc doc. “Nhung t6i ghét nhitng 10i chi trich khong ngtrng va bat cong vé cac dong doi ctia minh.’

“Okay, n6i toi biét nd bt cong thé ndo xem.” Toi binh luan.

“Céu ta c6 ndi ddy.” Angela dap 101, “trong sudt hai cot rudi sau d6. Thanh that ma n6i, minh khong nghil 1 bon van dong vién lai ¢6 thé viét nhicu nhu
t}l" 2

T6i hrét qua bire thr. “O, néu hin ta mlonthuyet phuc minh, hén ta s& phai dua ra nhitng 1y 1& cu thé va chimg minh nhimg Iy & d6 bang nhing dan
chimg va vi du.” Toi noi “Tét ca nhitng glhanta lam ¢ day | quéng tr6 lai nhimg cau binh luén ctia minh vao n¥it minh, str dung nhitng gi minh n6i dé
viét nhitng cAu phan phio khon ngoan - néi vé nhitng thir amnhur B churong trinh n6i chuyén dém khuya!”

Nhung diéu thye sy im t6i thiy buc minh 1 nhitng cau dai loai nhur, ‘Hiéu biét vé mon lacrosse nit khong trang bi di kién thirc cho mt phong vién viét
ve mon lacrosse nam.” T6i doc to cau do 1én. “Han am chi gi trong cau nay nhi?”” To6i kéu lén.

“Néu Hardy thue s ¢6 hirg thii viét nhitng bai bao cong bang vai nhitng thong tin bd ich thay vi khoe khoang ta ddy 1 nha bao...” Hay thét. T6i king 18
doc.

“Minh nghii cau va Adam cn phai ngdi lai v6i nhau va néi 16 moi chuyén.” Kelly noi.
T6i ngwde mét 1én nhin nd. “Vi sao?”

“Pé 1am khong khi tré' nén than thién hon giita d6i bong va to bao.”

“Tai sao t6i lai mudn lam diéu d6?” Toi hoi lai. Tom khit mii

“Boi vi ching ta I t& bao truong.” Kelly tra 104, mit nhén lai voi vé chan thanh. “Chiing ta khong thure sur 1a nhitng nha bao, Jane. Ching ta chi nén noi
cho moi ngurdi biét vé nhiing diéu tot dep ma chiing ta dang lam & truong Trung hoc Tilson thoi.”

“Piéu d6 s& lam ching ta trd thanh mdt phong quan hé cong ching.”



Kelly nhiin vai. “Tét ca nhitng gi minh biét & day 1 c6 rat nhidu ngudi thich chuyén myc ctia minh.”

“Nhur bai phiém v& nguoi ban hang tho thién & cang tin cir cau nhéu mdi khi phai thdi tién dy 42 Nigwdi phu nit ma cau miéu ta B ‘nghiém tic trong cong
viéc va tap trung vao hi¢u qué’ ay’

“Ba Ay da giri mail bai bao Ay cho chu chét ddy.”
“Toi cuge thé.” Toi i dau. “Toi hi vong ho s& nhin ra d6 1 ba dy.”

Nhung thye t€ 2 t6i biét ¢6 nhiéu hoc sinh thich nhitng bai bao cia Kelly. Vi toi viét nhu thé B khong trung thre, nhung diéu d6 khong lam mdt s6
nguoi thay phién long - dac biét 1 khi Kelly noi dicu gi @6 tir t€ vé ho vao tuan ti€p theo.

Toi liéc nhin Tom, Iic niy dang xoay xoay cdy but chi trén tay. “Anh dang nghi gi?”” Toi hoi.
“Chi suy nghi th6i.”” Anh tra 1o1.

“Néu nhu anh tin réng ching ta can lim diu tinh hinh di thi anh ¢6 thé dé Kelly lam mdt bai chuyén phiém vé Logan trong chuyén muyc Nhan vét.” Toi goi
v, c0 gang kéo Tom vao cudc, hi vong 14 anh s€ bao Quy tha ma bat, khong, Nhung anh chi git dau mdt cach tram tur.

“Em c6 thé viét mot bai vé cau Ay khong, Tom?”” Kelly hoi. “Emnghii s& ¢6 nhiéu nguoi thue syr thich thi ddy.”

Nhur nhitng dira con gai ma Kelly van la ca cling dy, t0i nghi.

“Cau dy b mdt cau thii thién tai...”

C6 thé, t6i thim thém vao.

“. v c6 mit co thé tuyét héo véi nu curdi mé hon,” Kelly tiép tuc, “Cau dy rt thi vi - kiéu ngudi trdm Eing, bi 4n nhung lai rit chiim hoc.”

“Chaim hoc im ngui ta tré nén bi 4n u?”” T6i hoi, va Angela phé 1én cudi.

Toi biét ring Adam thir sur thong minh. Chiing t6i ¢6 hoc chung mot Iop, 1a mon tiéng Anh 16p 11. Han ta khong noi ning gi ca trong mot tuan, va 1oi
ching t6i cing thao luAn vé mot cau chuyén ngiin va han tranh IuAn cho quan diém ctia minh bac lai tit ca nhitng ngudi khc - bao gdmca thay gi4o - va
da t6 ra cuc ky thuyét phuc. Nhung d6 I toan bo tiép xtic gitta hai ching t61. Boi vi t6i da bao thdu mdn bong chay 16p 11 va nhitng tran dau thrdng
trung lip véi mon lacrosse nén t6i khong thuong xuyén nhin thay hin cho dén tan namnay.

“Anh s& nghi vé chuyén d6, va ching ta s& quyét dinh trude toan bd sb nhan su con lai trong cudc hop téi.” Tom néi.

T6i nhét thém mdt t& bao nita vao trong ba 16.

“Git dén chd tran d4u ctia doi nir ha?” Angela hoi toi.

“U, minh d4 bao Vinny, Sam va Ellen 1 minh mudn ho c6 niit & san thi dau va san tennis ngay khi cac cau thit xuat hién. Minh khong thé limg thitng dén
sau dugce.”

Samva Ellen la hoc sinh 16p 11 va da Ia nhitng phong vién stmg s6. Nhung Vinny, mot anh chang 16p 10 day nhiét huyét va 1 hoc tro ctia t6i, thi lai
mot cau chuyén khac hin. Cau ta gitip t0i bao thau doi lacross nif - céc tran dau ctia ho thudng dién ra vao ngay thir 2 va thir 5; va di nam - thi du
vao thir 3 va thir 6. Néu nhur t6i ¢6 thuat phén than thi t6i s& tur minh bao thiu tAt ca cac mdn thé thao - viét bai vé thé thao 1 muc dich song cua doi toi.

Toi ddy manh vao canh cira truong, hao hirc dugc ra ngoai anh ning mit troi. Nhung canh cira tung ra nhanh hon t6i trong - ai d6 dang kéo né tir phia
bén kia. Toi suyt lao dau vé phia trrde, nhung cling kip kim minh lai ngay trirde mét mot nguoi dang bude vao. Adam Logan.

Hin ta miic mot chiée é’o tap t01 ta, tay cAmmot chai nude tréng khép& Hén nhin chim chém xuéng t@i béng d6i mit xanh lyc dfr doi, nEirntay siét chit
trén chai nude. C6 16 han nghi réng t0i s€ quay di, nhung con u. The ri ching t6i king I€ tiép tuc di vé hai hudng khac nhau, dé canh ctra kim loai dong
sam lai phia sau lung,
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Chuwong 2

“Daisy Jane,” ong ngoai chao t6i khi toi tir trurdng v& nha hom éy.~K11i mdi en 1op 1, e d6 61 hoe & mdt truong khdc trong mt khu dan cu khéc, t6i
khong thich tén minh chit nao. T6i nghi n6 that nham chan. Chi mdi Jane thoi. T6i khong xau lam, nhung t6i cling chura bao gio 1 mdt c6 bé nho nhan
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xinh xén ma ngudi khéc phai trdm 6, nhur chi ho Stacy ctia 01 chéing han. Toi c6 d6i mét mau xam va i toc den thang dudt clia me 01, va 101 dé no
dai ngang vai. Dt sao di nita, t6i d4 nghi ci tén Daisy tht de thuong - d6 1a mit loai hoa va nghe cling tira tyra nhur Stacy vay. Va the a cai ma ban dau
chi la mjt cau chuyén dua triu men gitra nhitng thanh vién trong gia dinh da cht di thanh tén goi ¢ nha cua t6i. Nhung t0i s& chét ngay néu nhwr ¢ ngudi
nao d6 khac ngoai dira ban than nhat, Marnie, biet vé dicu ndy.

“Trd vé tir niém vui chién thiing va ndi dau tht bai ndo,”” dng ngoai n6i, “céc co bé doi lacrosse thi ddu thé nao?”

“Bon con d thing,” Toi tra 1i, treo chiéc mil bao hiém Ién tay cam cira bép r6i tha chiéc ba 16 xudng mot chiéc ghé. “Marnie choi tuyét ctii méo.”

“Rét vui khi nghe thy thé.” Ong nhic vung ra khoi mot chiéc binh chira stip rau dang soi sing suc. “Con ¢ dem béo vé cho ong khong?”

“C6 a. Ong phai doc vé con tuan nay.”

“Thé u?”

“Ba cdt nhé,” Toi bao véi ong, “Khong hin 14 thu cta fan PAmmd daw.”

Ong bat cudi va nhac mdt 6 banh my nong ra khoi 10 vi song, “Hay Bm Ong s& dan nd vao trong cubn sb furu niém vé con ma 6ng dang giir.”

Me va t6i sdng cling ong ngoai sudt ba nam vira qua trong mot ngbi nha day ngay sat duong ranh gioi cua thi trén Baltimore. Day la mt khu dén cur thin
thién, noi ma me da I6n Ién, voi hing ha sa s6 nhimg ngdi nha gach, timg hang mai lop da phién déc dimg ndi tiép nhau, nhimg chiéc cng bao va nhimg
cay c6 thy d so. Trong sudt cude hon nhén lay Jit ciia ba me, t6i da danh rét nhidu thoi gian & day va ¢ nha chi ho Stacy. Pay i noi n toi cam thiy
hanh phiic nhét.

Sau nhiéu ndm cai va, cubi cung ba ciing 161 bo me va toi, ra di cam theo toan b tién bac. Hai me con gf)i da tu vat Ion r{ﬁt thoi gian, nhung that kho
kbm Noi cho cung thi me da bo trurong dai hoe khi moi hoan thanh mdt nira khda hoc, tir tgé nhtrng giﬁc mo ctia minh vé dudng hoc van va sy nghiép
dé ket hon vai ba. Vi thé khi ba 101 bé me con t6i, me dot nhién phai ty minh tim ra cach kiém song d€ ¢6 du cai an cai mac.

Mot phin trong céi bién phap cua ching ti la chuyén vé & hin véi ong ngoai. Me nhan mdt cong viée thr ky trong khi tham gia khoa hoc ban dém dé
hoan thanh bang dai hoc ctia minh. Va 6ng ngoai, von da nghi hiru mot nam trude, Nic nay dong vai trd 12 “nguoi me” cho ca me va toi.

Lép ciia me hoc vao t6i thir 3 va thir 5, va t6i nhan thiy canh ctra chdp gitta nha bép va phong in dang dong chit. “Me dang hoc hd 6ng?”” Toi hoi ong
ngoai.

Ong gt dau, “Mot bai kiém tra nira tir 6ng thay kinh doanh dién khing do.”

Toi nhe nhang mo cira va tho dau vao trong phong an. Me dang ngdi trurde ban, cli gip ngudi trén mdt cubn vo, tay siét chit chiée but danh ddu. Me
ngang Ién nhin t6i, mai toc den thing dudt xoa xubng mt.

“Moi chuyén thé ndo ho me?”

“Hi, Daisy. On ca.” M n6i. “MOot ngiy vui vé chir?”

“Vang, mdt ngay thit vi.” Toi ndi, va roi dong cira lai dé me hoan thinh nt bai kiém tra. “Mamnie ghi hai ban va hd trg hai ban khac.” Toi n6i vdi ong
ngoai trong ltic mé khoa ba 16 va i ra to The Pipeline cho 6ng. “Con dang ¢0 thuyet phuc nd cat téc va choi trong céc trin dau thir 3 va thir 6 cho doi

nam déy.” T6i thém vao va trai rong to bao én quay bar duoc xdy dyra vio mdt bén turdng nha bép.

Ong ngoai liéc qua vai t6i. “Adam Logan,” dng doc, “c phai tay trung vé n con luén nhic dén d6 khong? Cau thii ni con cho I chira dy tai ning
nhung chura phét huy duogc 4y?”

Toi git dau. “C6 nhitng lic hén choi nhu mdt tai néing ctia trrdng Johns Hopkins véy, nhung héin khong 6n dinh. D6i bong can hén phai én dinh phong
d06 cua minh va dan dat ho di trén con duong hop 1y.”

“A, céc cau tral tré nam ngodi da ¢ mdt khoang thoi gian kho khén véi Hudn luyen vién trurong, ngum ma truong con da sa thai dy.” Ong ngoai nh¢ lai,
“Di khi ciing cin phéi co thoi gian dé hdi phuc lai tir cach quéan ly sai im va diéu chinh theo Huén luyén vién m6i.”

“Huén luyén vién Gryczgowski can phai chAm mdt ngon Iira du6i mdng ho.”

Ong ngoai’bét'déu doc 14 thu va mim cudi. “Theo ong thay thi con da lim didu d6 véi cau ta roi.” Ong doc tiép, va rdi phé 1én cuoi. “Anh chang Logan
nay biét viet day chur!”

“Ong khong phai ngudng md hin ta du a.”
“Chéc chin 13 ¢6 rdi. Cau ta c6 thé chidm chit va tung ¢l sit, roi xoay chuyén thanh mot cau hay ho.”
T6i nhin nhé ngay lic me kéo canh cira chdp ra va budc vao bép.

“C6 chuyén gl khong 6n a?”” Me hoi.



“Con gai ctia con lai khoi mio réc r6i ddy.” Ong ngoai béo me.
Me liéc nhin qua doan ong dang doc. “Con gii con u? Y ba 1 Jimmy Olsten dé nhj a?”
Tén 6ng ngoai t6i | James Olstenheimer, nhung 6ng Ay but danh 14 Jimmy Olsten khi viét bai cho chuyén muc thé thao ciia to The Baltimore Sun.

“Dimg n6i voi con [ n6 viét diéu gi d6 ma moi nguoi khong dong y dy nhé.” Me thém vao voi vé nghi ngdy ché giéu. “Con khong hé biét ai trong gia
dinh ta ting lim diéu gi nhur thé.”

Ong ngoai liéc nhin t6i voi vé ranh minh. “Su khac biét 4, ba ludn ndi ding”

“O, tha cho con dil” Téi kéu kén,

Me mim cudi va ti minh Ay mot bat stp. “Trude khi me quén miét, Daisy, Stacy goi ddy. N6 mudn ghé qua va n6i vé I cudi”

“A, d6 |a m)t chii dé mdi.” Toi dap lai. K& tir khi dinh hon, chi ho t6i cir khong ngimg noi vé i€ cudi clia minh. Sy kién Ion d6 s& dién ra vao ngay ming
1 thing 5, con t6i gan 3 tuan nita ké tir e nay, nhung t6i cam giac nhur the 61 da tham du n6 hang ty ln r6i vay. Toi da c6 t6 ra thyuc sur thich thi dé
dén bu cho chuyén da tir chdi trd thanh phu dau phu cho chi. Téi bict that vinh du khi dugc nhd nhur the, nhung t6i khong phai the loai c6 theé dm mdt bo
hoa va loang choang doc theo 16i di dai loang ngoang trén déi giay cao got boc lua, mim curdi voi 325 khach moi.

“Stacy n6i c6 chitt réc rdi.”” Me thém vio, trédn hoi cau lai trong khi xtic stip ra mdt cai bat to.

Hon sur ctia Stacy limme lo king, On dinhotuéizl c6 vé qué tré that. Toi da chimg kién nhitng gi xay ra voi me va s& khong bao gid tir bo nhing wdc
mo ctia minh vi mdt g ndo d6. Va t6i quyét dinh s& khong dat minh vao mit tinh hudng ma toi phéi phy thude vao mot ngudi khéc. Nhung Stacy da hoc
xong dai hoc s6m trude mot hoc ky va c6 thé di day hoc néu nhur bi chong b6 roi. Va khong giéng nhur me, ude mo 16n nhit cia Stacy tir trude dén gio
Ia két hogl Mot ngdi nha to I6n va xinh dep, vai dira tré, va mdt c4i ho ngiin hon Olstenheimer - d6 B mo udc 1on nhét ctia Stacy - va tat ca nhimg diéu
d6 co thé xay ra véi vi hon phu ctia chi, mdt luat su thanh dat ¢ tén 1a Travis Avery Clarke HL

“Stacy n6i nd s& ghé qua ngay sau khi lam toc xong,” Mg ndi véi toi.

“Chi y lai thir mdt kiéu moi a?”

“Travis khong thich kiéu lan trude.” Me tra Ioi.

“Va cd kiu trude do nira.” Toi ndi.

“Me biét.” Me thé dai, rdi liéc nhin dong hd va nudt chimg phén con lai ctia bat stp. Ong ngoai cit mot lat day tir chiéc banh mi con ndng va nhét né vao
trong tui nilon cho me.

“Phai di roi.” Me ndi voi ching t6i, 1 voi va vo iy dam sach v va tii xach ctia minh.

Sau khi me di hoc, t6i soan bita t6i én qudy bar. Ong ngoai va t6i vira m6i kip ngdi xudng thi chudng cira kéu vang,

“Ong s& chuin bi suét thir ba.” Ong n6i khi ti ra mo cira.

Stacy lao vao, ca nguoi toan mii salon lam téc.

“Toc chi dep Iim.” T6i bao chi.

“Emndi that long chu?”

“Chi biét em ludn that long ma. Trong tuyét Fim, Stacy. Nhung em ciing thich kiéu lin gin day nhit. Thyc ra, trong hai kiéu rt giéng nhau.”

“Khéc ddy chir.” Stacy ndi nhanh. “Thiy khong? Cai phan quanh tai iy.”

Toi quan sat chi mot lat. Stacy c6 mt méi toc do day long [y Am cho céc dudng nét xinh xén trong ¢ vé cang thanh thoat hon. T6i nay méi toc chi
gdm céc lon xodn dai va gon song xép nép cao udn quanh grong mt. Chi trong xinh dep va 6 dién - giéng hét nhu chinh chi tudn trude. Toi biét  Stacy
dang lam gi - chinh la cai kiéu ma toi hay lam khi mdt bién tap vién yéu cau toi stra doi diéu gi d6 ma t6i khong mudn thay doi - 1 nghich ngom chd nay
chd kia mot chit, nhung vé can ban i van gitr né giong nhu cil

“Vio khoe 6ng di.” T6i bao chi. “Em va ong dang ding bira t6i. Ong dang sap chd cho chi.”

“Chj khong thé an, con phai mic vira vy cudi nira.”

“Rau c6 khong lam chj dau dau.”

Stacy theo i xuyén qua phong an vao nha bép. “Con chao 6ng.”



“Lai toc nita!” Ong kéu lén.
“Ong c6 thich kiéu nay khong?”” Chi hoi v6i vé day hi vong
“Ong thich con troc co.” Ong tra Ioi.

Stacy tir chdi mon stp ma ong dua chi nhung ciing ngdi xuong gitta ching t6i, ba ching t6i ng01 thanh hang, nhur nguoi ta ngdi & quay bar quan ruou.
Sau 30 gidy nghe i va ong xi xup, Stacy lién véi iy mot miéng banh mi m6i nudng, xé mot miéng thit to, va rdi quét ddy bo. Toi liéc nhin sang phia chi.

“Chi s& chi an nira bita thoi ma.” Chi phan tran.

Toi ngd ngudi ra gh€, md i lanh, va vdi t6i Ky lo mirt mém xoi. Toi s& khong bao gitr hiéu duge céch nghi ciia Stacy va chi ciing s& khong bao gio hiéu
t61, nhung ching t6i biet 16 tirng théi quen nhd nhat ctia nhau, va chi luon 1a mdt ke tiéu di€t mam x6i co ¢d.

Stacy quét dam mirt 1én banh mi va im bam mdt cach hai ong. “Minh can cai nay.”
“Thé ¢ chuyén gi xay ra day?”” Ong ngoai hoi. “Linda n6i c6 diéu gi d6 ric rdi.”

“Mot rc i voi mot két thic ¢6 hiu.” Stacy n6i va quay sang toi “Embiét ddy, em da v cing tir t& vé chuyén phi dau phy, Daisy. Va emnoi dung, 9
phu dau phu ¢6 € 1a qua nhicu that.”

Chi 3 thoi da la qua nhiéu néu nhur 6i i nguoi thir 3 trong do6, nhung t6i khong noi to 1én diéu nay. “Chi c ca ty ban be, Stacy. Emmu‘ng vi nhitng
nguoi ban thin nhét ctia chi & gitp chi viée d6. N6 gidng nhur budi ky niém cudi ciing cho céc bita tiée qua dém ctia céc chi vay.”

“Em c6 nh¢ dira ban than tén Karen cta chi khong?”

“Phi1 d4u chinh chir gi?”” T6i ndi, rdi ngoam Ay mot thia ddy & nurde xuyt va rau.

“N6 6 thai roi.”

“Tuyét.” Toi ndi, va rdi chudn bi nubt xubng mdt mdm day bée khoi.

“Em thay thé n6 duoc khong?”

Toi chét nghen.

“Ong phai xem lai dam d4u lima m6i dwoc.” Ong ngoai n6i, méic dii ong biét thira dam d4u ddy khong phai chiu trach nhiém gi cho viéc t6i méic nghen.
“Chj khong thé chi ndi vay ra thoi hay sao?”” Toi hoi khi da hoi tro lai.

“Karen gap chut kho khin va can phai ndm finh dudng” Stacy gii thich.

“Thé sao chi khong chon mdt trong nhitng phil dau phu thay thé vao d6?” Toi Iy luan.

“Chi khong mudn t6 ra thién vi. Chi biét Karen [au hon nhirng nguoi con lai, vi thé ho hiéu vi sao chi chon nd. Va ho s& hiéu vi sao chi chon em boi vi chi
khong c6 chi em gai va em la dira emho duy nhat ctia chi.”

“0.”

“Emnho hon Karen khoang 1 size, vi thé tho may s& ¢6 thé sira lai vay cho vira.” Chi ndi tiép. “Ddng y di, Daisy! Chi s& rét vui néu nhur ¢6 em dimg
trén d6 voi chi trong ngay vui 16n ndy cta chi.”

“Vang,” T6i kéu dm gp.

Stacy 6m cham ly t6i. “S& vui im ddy. L& ra mit. Budi t6i tng duyét. Bira tiéc cudi tun nay!”

“Tiéc 47”

“Chi hi vong em khong c6 ké hoach gi vao t6i thir 7.”

Ong ngoai va t6i liéc nhin nhau. Chiing t6i d4 ¢6 vé dén xem trin d4u ctia Orioles, va Bob Danner - ngudi da bit ddu ném bong tir khi t6i con chua ra
doi, s€ thang tran thir 300 ctia minh, mdt cdt moc 16n o1 voi mdn bong chay. Dai truyén hinh quoc gia s€ tuong thudt va tat ca cac thé loai ngdi sao the
thao c6 mat & d6. Ong ngoai va t6i da c6 chd ngodi riéng,

“P6 1a mot budi tiée tién dam cudi t chire cho cac déi tac laman cua 6ng Clarke. Nhiing nguoi duge moi chi bao gdm phi d4u chinh va phi ré.” Stacy
tiep tuc. “Nhung Karen da dinh dua chong né dén, nén néu nhur em muon i Daniel di cting thi chi chac Ia Travis va ba anh ay s€ okay thoi.”



Daniel i mot gi ma toi da giip mia hé vira 16i & hoi trai bén ngoai Washington, D.C., ¢ d6 ca hai ching t6i ctng lim viéc nhur nhitng tu vﬁn vién.
Khoang cégh gitta nha ching t0i - D.C va Baltimore 14 qua xa d€ ¢6 thé hen ho 6n dinh - va dur sao thi cha ai trong hai ching t6i muon di€u do - nhung
chiing t0i van gitt lién lac qua E-mail. Thirc ra thi t6i thrdng giri enmail cho han, doi khi han tra 16i va doi khi thi khong. Han 1 loai con trai nhu the.
Nhung boi vi toi ching c6 himg thi vi ai & trrong ca nén t6i da ra Daniel dén d4m cudi ciing nhur dén bubi vii hoi cta truong s& duoc t6 chire vao ky
cudi tudn cudi cling cta thang 4.

“P6 khong han [ mot bita tiéc gia dinh, 6ng 4.” Stacy thém vao véi vé ¢6 Ii.

“Thé chi c6 nghi 1A em nén di khong?” Toi hoi, ¢b khong to ra qué hi vong.

“Chéc chan ri. Ch s& khong biét nhicu céc vi khéch im. DX 1 nhitng ddi tic im &n va ban bé clia nha Clarke va, trm, loai ngudi ma em nhin théy
trong trang xa hdi ctia to The Sun ay. Chi s€ cam thay kha hon néu c6 em & dd, Daisy Jane.”

Toi c6 thé ndi gi day? Ké tir khi Stacy bat dau hoc dai hoc, ching t6i khong gip nhau thudng xuyén lim, dic biét 1 ndm ngodi khi Travis bude vao doi
chi. Nhung khong ai trong ching t6i co anh chi em rudt hay anh chi em ho gén giii, va ching t6i d2 trai qua thoi tho du cing nhau. Toi B ngudi gn giii
nhét so véi mbt ngudi em gii na chi Ay 6.

“Chéic rdi.” Toi n6i voi chi. “Em s& dén - ma khong c6 ngudi di cling dau.”

C6 khi Danner s& c6 mdt budi ti tdi t& va hodn tran thing thir 300 ctia minh lai, t6i nghi thAm

Trong phan con lai ctia bita t6i, voi vé hanh phiic Stacy ndi lién hoi vé cac ké hoach tring mat dén timg chi tiét nho nhat nhat. Khi ching toi an xong, toi
da c6 thé dan mot tour trén chice tau bien ma sap tdi ho s€ di hudng tuan trang mit.

Stacy liéc nhin dong hd. “Oi khong, chi déng I8 da phai gip Travis 20 phut tnrde dé khoe anh dy mai toc nay.”

“N6i v6i anh dy em nghii i n6 hoan hao.” Toi néi.

Ong ngoai dimg ddy dua Stacy ra cira, va tdi bét du rira bét dia. Toi chui dém thirc &n ra héi dia va t6, Ion von JAu hon cén thiét & chd thing rac, nhin
16 nghién nat damddu Ha Lan nhur the moi mbt qua la mOt tam vé den trdn dau toi thir 7 vay. Toi khong nghe thay ting Ong ngoai quay tr vao va nhay
dung lén khi 6ng Ién tieng tir trén ngudng ctra.

“Quyét dinh kho khan.”

“Vang,” Toi tra 1o

“Mét c6 bé manh me, Daisy Jane ctia ching ta. Ciing diu dang nita.”

“Pung lam con khdc.” Toi bao dng, va 101 kh& cudi. “Oi, t6t hon hét con nén £0i Marmie va bao né hity cugc hen t6i thir 7 di. N6 s& c6 mot cude hen
néng bong véi 6ng ngoai ctia con.”

Ban dang doc truyén I Do (Tinh Yéu Dich Thic) dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chwong 3

“TUYET!”

Nha Marnie cach nha t6i ba cén, nhung t6i biét chinh xac né dang dimg & dau khi t6i goi dién bao voi né 1a t6i s& cho n6 cai vé ctia toi. Toi c6 thé nghe
thay tiéng Bosco dang sua theo cai kicu ma nd thudng hay sua khi ai d6 lam nd himg chi In va bat dau chay vong vong quanh chiée ban trong phong an.
Thang nhéc Teddy 8 tudi thurdng van hay am bai tap & d6, dang cam ram am1, “Ding dap vao dau em, Mamn! DPirng dap vao dau em!”

“Tuyét, tuyét, tuyét.” Giong Marnie nhur hat vong qua dién thoai. “O, ché chit da, ¢6 I& tao nén hoi vi sao may khong di trude da - miy bi dinh phai bénh
chét nguoi gia?”

“U. Bénh phi dau.”
“Gico?”
T6i ndim dai ra girong, chdng d6i chén trin Ién twong va ké lai toan bo moi chuyén.

“Vay,” Marnie n6i, “nghiia i nity s& phéi cam dudi vay cho Stacy va ngdi an & cai ban dai d6i dién véi cac vi khach dé tit ca moi ngudi ¢6 thé nhan ra
khi ity ding sai dia 42 Toi doan thé.


http://ebookfull.net

“Thé may dinh lim gi v6i Daniel?”” Marnie hoi tiép.

“Y miy b g?”

“Tao khé chiic 1 héin khong thé ngdi cing ban v6i ¢6 dau chi ré,” Marnie giai thich, “Va chan thanh mé 161, tao khong nghii B héin mudn thé.”

Marnie da gip Daniel hai in, mot lan | cudc hen kép ma ching toi da sap xép ¢ Baltimore va mot lan khac a trong mdt chuyén di théim béo tang &
D.C, v6i cung mot két qua cho ca hai lan gap. Daniel n6i chuyén véi t61, roi Marnie n6i chuyén voi toi, roi dén Daniel, roi lai dén Marnie - nhung hai bon
ho thi cha ¢6 gi d¢ n6i voi nhau. Daniel 14 loai nguoi hoi ky cuc va thich moi ngudi nght hén la ngwdi nhur thé. Téi cho rang hén ke vai thir kha dién 16 ve
minh chi d€ gy sur chiy, nhung chi it thi hén cling thi vi. Caima t6i thich nhat vé han la hén khong c6 nhu cau 14 phai thube vé nhau hay lam nhitng gi ma
nhitng nguodi khac hay lam Toi doan do 1a tinh nghé si & han.

“May nghii ¢6 thé hén khong dn mic phit hop cho B cu6i 42 Toi hoi va truot chin xudng khoi tuong,

“Hén c6 ca vat khong nhi? Han ¢6 cai 40 so'mindo c¢6 ¢d khong?”

“C6 16 khong,” Toi thira nhén rdi in khoi giudng, “U, tao nghil miy ding ddy. TSt hon hét 1 hén khong ngdi ¢ ban dau. Hin c6 thé chi hoa fAn cing moi
nguoi thoi”

Marnie hti 1én. “Hoa An? Daniel 4? Vi dam ban ctia Travis Avery Clarke 4y ha?”
“Thoi cudi di, Marnie. Sao may c6 thanh kién voi hén thé?”

“Tao khong biét. Han c6 thé tré nén hip dan - néu nhu miy thich kiéu nghé si- nhung tao cho ring hin khong phai dang ngudi m tao s& chon cho
miy.”

“C6 ngudi ndo trong cai danh sach dai ngodng ciia miy ma may mudn gioi thiéu cho tao khong?” Téi hoi.

Marnie hen ho rit nhidu. N6 [ mdt “co g4i Vi da” nhur me t6i van goi, cao r4o, khoe manh, toc vang, va cé diéu cudi toang toac nhur nguoi nd vay. “Ban
cta ddm con trai, khong phai niem dammé.” - d6 1a cach Marnie tw mi€u ta ban than, nhung ngay ca néu né chura bao gid c6 mdt anh chang dac biét thi
nd cling van hen ho nhi€u khing khi€p. Va n6 chua bao gio té ra qua e then khi i mt tay nao d6 di choi cing,

“May nén di choi v6i dan thé thao.” Marnie noi. “Tao 1 dan thé thao va may thich tao.”

“Ping, nhung may biét cach n6i chuyén vé nhitng thir khéc ngoai cai chién thuat tuyét hao ma may vira mo6i thire hién trong trén dau gan day va lich str
chén thuong ctia may.” Toi dap lai. “Cir Jin ndo tao di choi voi mot tay vin dong vién ndo d6 I hén ta lai im cho tao chan cha budn chét.”

“Thé nhung ¢6 vai tén lai cuc ky d& thong” Marnie van khéiing khing. “Nhu c4i tén m6i giri thu hAm md cho may y.”
“0, hin ta.” Toi bit ddu rao budc quanh phong

“Ding, hén ta. Hai ngudi nén n6i nhitng diéu tir t& hon vé nhau di boi vi hai nguoi ¢6 rat nhidu diém twong dong day.”
“Céi gi c0?” Toi tha nguoi xudng chiée ghé ctia minh va ngd ngurdi ra sau,

“Nghi thir mi xem. Ca hai cting 1 loai budng binh, kién quyét.” Marnie chi ra. “Va ca hai cling yéu thé thao. Hon nira méy ciing phai thira nhan 1 Adam
biét viet.” N6 thém vao.

“A, Ir, my ¢6 thé n6i vé diéu d6 véi dng ngoai vao i thir 7 khi hai ngudi cing chimg kién fich sir bong chity duge thiét ip trong khi tao thi phéi di lai
loanh quanh &n nhiing thir d6 an bang ngon tay voi nhitng nguoi dén tir trang xa hoi.”

Marnie cudi vang rdi tam biét. Toi dimg ddy, nhin nit tit dién thoai va rdi ng in ra giudng,

Trong khi ching ti n6i chuyén thi nhiing tia sang cudi cing trong ngiy cting da bién mét. Toi yéu nhimg dém thang 4, khi ma troi da qua 61 dé c6 thé
ngim hoa nhung ta van co thé ngii thaym.umJa XUAn - ci mii dAt ngai ngai diic sét ctia nd va mii hoa nd thom ndng durdng nhur dang trdi ndi phia bén
trén. Toi quy canh cira s va diy n6 1én hét cd dé c6 thé tho dau ra ngoai,

Toi ¢6 ca tan bai hoc can phai giai quyét trong ti nay, cing nhur phai giri email cho Daniel. Téi mudn canh bao hén vé vai tro chinh thire cia 01 trong 1é
cudi ciing nhu nhic hén vé dém vii hoi mia xuén s& dién ra trude d6 mdt tuan Nhung t6i van ¢ lai bén ctra s6 trong mot vai phut, ]ang nghe tleng 1a
mong manh x30 xac, cam nhan khong khi budi dém mon man trén canh tay tran. C6 mdt cai gi d6 thit diu dang vé thang 4 1am t6i thiy nhirc nhbi. N6
nhu thé t6i ludn & trén dudng dua, uon ludn Am viée va theo dudi mdt muc tiéu hay thir gi d6, nhung thang 4 c6 mdt cach ndo d6 gitt toi dimg lai. Va r6i
01 s& bt dau dau dén va khao khat mot thir gi 6 ma 61 khong miéu ta ndi, diéu gi d6 m t6i van chua biét dén. Tat ca nhitng gi toi biét 1 sur nhirc nhbi
d6 va cai cam giac la Am, ngot ngao ma nd mang lai.

skoksk

“Chay tiép di! Chay tiép dil”



“Jeez, em dua ddi tha dén chd cau ta! Trung v€, em cét dudi & dau thé?”
“Xong Ién, xong Ién, xong lén!”

Huén luyén vién ciia c hai doi dang gao thét. Ching t6i con lai mt phit nita va ty s6 tran déu dang hoa. Ching toi dang thi dAu v6i doi hang dau Oilman
va c6 co hdi de nang ty so n 4-3.‘) Day co thé 1a mt chién @ng vi dai. Toi dang It nhanh cac trang gidy va lién tuc viet ma khong hé nhin xuong -
nhing ghi chi ma chi t6i moi c6 thé doc dugc. Ba ctia mot cau thii ngdi mbt bén t6i va Marnie ngdi bén kia, ca hai nguoi ho dang hd hao ling ca phoi
ctng voi dam dong ¢d vii doi nha. Vinny dimg phia sau 01, phia trén mot hang ghé, tay dap bum bup vao lung t6i. Toi da tir bo n6 lye bao céu ta rang
phong vién thi khong the dé cho nhip camx(c cua trén d4u cubn di; mdt phong vién phai t6 ra diém finh nhur cac cu thii, nhan biét moi ngée ngach trén
san d4u, nhin thong subt tran ddu gidng nhu cac cau tha vay.

“Lén nao, Adam!” Marnie va Vinny ctng nhau gao 1én khi Logan lam m0t dong tac huych vai gia, tranh duoc cau thi phong ng theo kém minh, va roi
thyre hién mot duong chuyén sac bén dén vi tri tan cong goc. Cau thi tan cong nhanh chdng xia gdy nhung bong lai di chéch khung thanh.

“Thir lai An nira dil” Marnie gao lén. “Céc ban lam duoc ma, Tilson!”

Huan luyén vién ctia ching toi, thiy Gryczgowski, duoc biét dén rong rii hon voi ci tén “Grizzly” - n¥ic du khong ai goi i thé trude mit thy - dang nhdy
choi choi bén duong bién nhur mit con gau dang nhay diéu hip-hop. Doi khi thay qua himg khoi dén ndi cac cau tha phai kéo thay khoi duong bién dé
thay khong nhay vao trong san du. Tir khoe it t6i nhin thiy hai canh tay Grizzly dot nhién vung kén dAu, nhu thé thay mubn ty bop ngat minh vay. Dam
dong doi nha rén Ién. Ching t6i phai chiu mdt qua phat vi mdt 16i ngu ngde: mot cau thi da bude vio trong ving cam.

“Nhitng pha mit bong dang giét chét ching ta.” Toi n6i khi doi ddi thi dua bong dén diém phat.

“Chiing ta c6 thé chin ching lai.”” Marnie tra Ioi. “Va rdi danh bai ching trong thoi gian bu gio.”

“Lén ndo, hang phong ngy. Truot dil” Toi gao 1én bét chip 1ong quyét tAm phéi to ra diém tinh.

“Tang n6 dil”

Trong 5 gidy moi chuyén da chim dit. Cu thi Oilman kich cat mit, va rdi ndy bong kn. Gy ciia doi Oilman vung Ién trong chién théing, Phia khén dai
ctia chiing t6i tro nén chét ling,

“Puogc 1di, Vin.” Toi ndi voi vé xudi xi. “Dén gior cho cac cau hoi rdi.”
Théng bé chim chidm theo t6i ra khoi khu vire khan dai. “T6i udc gi ching ta khong phai phong van cac cau thi khi ho thua cude.”

Toi liéc nhin cu ta. Hai hing long may ctia Vinny nhiu lai v6i v& lo ling. Cau ta bo voi Tom fa minh mudn viét vé méng thé thao, nhung t0i ¢6 cam gidc
13 cAu ta s& thoai méi hon khi viét nhitng bai phiém vui vé, nhat nhéo cing voi Kelly.

Cac cau thu xép hang va bét tay d6i phuong, Vinny va t6i dimg trén duong bien, cu ta cir chuyén tir chan nay sang chn kia, con toi thi ¢b cong nhanh
s0 pha mét bong. Toi tim duoc Roger, manager ctia doi, khi anh ta ¢ linh di. Anh ta giit nhitng con s6 théng ké, vi thé toi luén quéy rdy anh ta.

“Ty ¢ sttt bong ciia ching ta tuan nay kha cao, Jane. D6 s& I mot diém tich cuc dé em tép trung vao.”

“Dling, em hiéu didu d6.” Toi néi. “Piéu em can i bang tong két cac pha mét bong ctia ca hang tin cong va phong ngw, va nhén tién d6 1a ca ty 16 gir
bdng trén sin cua chung ta uén.”

Roger thé dai, thyre hién vai phép tinh, rdi dura cho i con s6 cudi cing. “Di nhién 1 nhimg con s6 nay khong tao nén mdt cau chuyén hoan chinh.”” Anh
ta nhic toi.

“Thé anh cho ring diéu gi im nén c4u chuyén d6?”
“Adam Logan - turong duong voi cau thil giéi nhét trong nhiing nguwoi gioi nhét ctia gidi.” Anh ta noi

Toi git dau. “Em biét d6 1a mdt trong nhitng yéu t6.” Ri quay sang Vinny, “Cau mubn phong van ai? Josh hay Adam?” Josh I thi mdn, va ciing i thi
finh ctia hang phong ngy.

“Josh,” Vinny n6i, “Toi khong cho riang anh ta c6 thé n6i tron ven mit cau, vi thé c6 1& anh ta s& khong thé viét ca I thur cho Ban bién tap duoc.”

Josh thich tao ra cai 4n tuong do - hafm thich moi ngudi nghi ring hin mot gi khong co dau oc, mot g khung dién ¢ ngoai san thi dAu sin sang an tuoi
nut song nhirng qua bong bay voi toc d6 80 dam mdt gio. Nhung tdi bict 16 hon. Han nhanh nhay vé dau éc cling nhur vé co thé va luon lubn danh cho
t6i nhitng trich dan hay ho.

“Okay, lam viéc di.” T6i bao Vinny.

Toi phai cho gip Adambdi vi hén dang dugc vay quanh boi nhirng ngudi tng ho doi bp'ng. Lacrosse la mot mdn thé thao phd bién & Maryland va luon
thu hit duoe dam dong rat 16n, nhung t6i cho rang tay doi trudng ctia chung t6i da chiem dugc tréi tim ctia s6 dong fan hAm md hon thudng 1€, dac biét



1a nhitng dira con gai trong trudng toi.

Trong khi ché doi, t6i goi véi ra voi mot cau thii tin cong. “Nay Ryan, ¢6 thdi gian chi?”

“Khong” Hin dap voi lai.

T6i trb mét nhin theo héin véi vé ngac nhién, va rdi di dng vong quanh dam déng cia Adam

“Hi Jordy,” T6i n6i, “T6i ¢ vai cau hdi danh cho ban day.”

“C6 18 Adam & tra 101 nhitng cau hoi d6.” Jordy tra 1o i bo di.

“Pablo?”

“Pé sau di.” Pablo noi.

Vdy ki ti dang phéi doi dau véi théi do chién tranh lanh. Toi thir thém véi ba cau thii nita va nhén duoc két qué tuong tu. S& thé ndo néu nhur 0i khong
kiem duoc gi cho bai bao? Toi khong tin twong vao chuyén viét nhimg bai bao ma khong c6 dau vao cho phan ndi dung. Chau gai Jimmy Olsten nghién
chat rang, quyét tim hon bao gio hét, nhung Daisy Jane thi lai cam thay long minh bi ton thurong,

T6i tién vé phia Adam. “Chéo, t6i c6 vai cau hoi.” Téi bao voi hén ta. Han ching noi gi ca - chi cim Hy chiéc giy va mii bao hd clia minh, nhét ging tay
xuong dudi canh tay, va roi bude di

“Ban khong phién cung cp cau tra 1i chir, ding khong?”

“Toi & trd ki bét cir cau hoi hop Iy ndo.” Hén dép lai trong khi 1& dm dong trén duong di. Moi ngudi v 1én lung hiin, n6i nhing cau khich 1¢. Toi vat
16n dé co thé theo kip han.

“Mot pha lam ban tuyét dep ngay trude gidr nghi giai lao giira tran.” T6i bao hén, va c6 thé thdy nim tay hin siét chat trén ciy gy.
“Nay Adam, 0 luc cir Bm!” Mot fan hAm mg kéu tudng Ién.

“Adam, anh that tuyét voil”

Hin gt d4u v6i hai dira con gai d6. “Camon vi da dén.”

“Va mot pha hd tro tot ngay sau pha giao bong.” T6i thém vao khi ti va hén lach qua giita nhitng bing ghé. Nam tay hin trén chiéc gy lai siét chit lin
nira.

“T6i lam ban cing thing 42" T6i hoi.
“Khi ban phinh pho t6i trude khi tung ra don két idu thi c6 day.”
“D6 khdng phai 1a phinh pho,” To6i dap lai, “Po la su thét.”

Héin vimg xoay ngui lai dbi mit v6i t6i, doi mit hén ryc lén mau xanh lyc, d6  tit c nhimg gi t6i nhin théy. “Sur that I céi tay duoc giao nhiém vy kém
t6i d4 co qué thanh qua c6 va 1am cho moi thir tré' nén dé dang.” N6i r6i han lai bude di.

Toi it m6 cudn s6 clia minh va nguéch ngoac lai 16i clia hén. Cau n6idé I thanh thue va khiém ton, nhung khong hoan toan 1 sy that.

“Di nhién,” Toi ndi va réo bude nhanh hon, dong thoi 1t nhanh lai nhitng trang trude d6 trong cubn s6 dé xem ti da viét lai nhing gi trong sudt tréin ddu.
‘ftay 516 daco gang qua sure boi vi trong dot tan cong trude do6 ban da dot nhdp qua nhanh vao tir bén phai, kira dugc han ta nén han ta phai theo sat ban
lan tan cong tiep theo do.”

Adam liéc nhin t6i, mét hin c6 vé than trong,

“T6i ndi ding chir?”

“Lan ndy thi dung” Han tra 1oi.

Ching t0i bing qua mdt ci cau ndi gitta khu vure san thi dau phia dudi va phia trén. Vai dira con gai dang ngdi trén thanh ciu, dung dura doi chan dai dé
tran. Toi c6 the ngri thdy mii kem chong nang,

“Hey, Adam!” Bon chiing chao Adam

“T6i goi cho emnhé.” Mot trong hai dira n6i. Toi im king cho dén khi ching t6i qua phia bén kia chiéc cau. Nhitng dtra con i voi giong n6i ém nhur
nhung [udn lam t6i cam thay tu ti.



Khi ching t6i bt dau bang qua san bong chay, Adam quay lai phia t6i. “Liéu c6 thé hoi luén nhimg gi thure sur ¢6 trong dau ban dé t6i c6 thé tim tap ti
duoc khong?”

“Ban dang cd rii bo 61 47 Pung thé.

Toi bit diu cam thay burc boi. Téi cd gang nhin nhin hén ta qua do6i mit ctia moi ngudi trong mot gidy, qua doi mét ctia miy dra con g ngdi trén cau.
Mai toc vang nhat, van con w6t sting m6 hoi, ubn hron quanh grong mit va phia sau gay han Hai hang long mi trong day va vang 6ng dbi choi voi doi
mét xanh luc. Mot vét md hdi im ndi bét hai gd mé cao va quai ham khoe manh. Han ¢6 tat ca moi thir trong con ngudi hiin, vé bé ngoai, dau oc, tai
ning thé thao, thé nhung...

“Tai sao t6i lai lamban phién 1ong dén mirc thé?” T6i hoi thing thimg, “C6 hing ha sa s ngudi trong trudng ny sin sang bao véi ban 1 dong tac cta
ban nhanh thé ndo, c6 nhiing ct sut nhu trai pha ra sao, than hinh néng bong va guong it tuyét hdo...”

“Gi co?” Hin hoi lai, nghiéng dau xudng gan nhur thé héin khong nghe thiy nhitng gi toi vira ndi vay.
“Ban nghe t0i ndi r6i day.”
Hién dumg thiing ddy. “Day ¢6 phai ki cAu hoi danh cho bai béo ciia ban khong?”

AAAAAA

v6i ban nhur thé ban 1 mdt anh hing V@y" Y t6i la ban hén I phai kha cau tiét khi viét dén tan 3 C()t bao danh cho 161 nhur thé.”

“4, 161 dd cat bét di.” Han ndi, 1di rao budc nhanh hon. “Cau tra 1i i, t6i khong biét. Cau hoi tiép theo.”

“Ching ta thing dén mot nira trong nhitng pha giao bong ngiy hém nay, diéu nay i kha hon so véi nhing tuan trude. C6 binh luin g khong?”
“Khong, nhung t6i chic 1 ban co déy.”

Okay, 01 nghi, néu nhur héin da khong mubn n6i vé nhitmg mit tich curc thi t6i s& cho hén thir khc. “Chiing ta gitt bong trén san it hon 40% thoi gian, ban
nghii gi v& diéu nay?”

“C6 18 1a gidng nhimg gi ban nghi thoi.” Hén noi. “Cau tiép theo.”

“C6 8 pha mét bong trong nira dau triin déu khi ching ta choi v6i doi hinh tan cong 2-1-1-2, va 5 pha trong nira sau khi ma hau hét thoi gian ching ta
choi d6i hinh tiéu chuan 2-1-3. Trong nita sau sO pha stit bong nhi€u gap d6i. Cé mudn ndi gi vé dieu do khong?”

“To6i s& phai ndi 1 ching ti choi tdt hon trong nira sau trin d4u thoi. Cau tiép theo?”

Toi can chat udi. Giir binh tinh, t6i tur nhi, giit binh finh.

“Cau tiép theo,” hin giyc, “ban con thdi gian tir ddy dén cira truong.”

“Tha cho t6i di.”

“Nue cudd, d6 i diu md t6i d3 mubn & ban tir rt 1Au rdi.”

“Nghe nay Logan,” Toi ddp tra, “Ban hdly ly bt nhé dong ra va doc qua toan by nhitng bai béo ctia t6, 10i ban s& thiy t6i da ndi rét nhidu nhitng diéu
tot dep ve ban va cac dong ddi cua ban. Nhung t61 khong phai la mdt ngudi trong doi co vil. Toi Ia mdt phdng vién, va cong viée ctia toi la dua cho
nhirg nguoi doc bao mdt cai nhin 16 rang,”

““Vé moi thir dudi céch nhin ctia ban.” Han néi

“Vai ngudi trong s d4m con trai méy nguoi ding i ¢6 céi t6i mong manh dén phat so.”

“Chi it thi t6i cling khong 6 céii t0i to ding nhur ban.”” Hén dép lai. “Toi khong gia dinh moi thir theo cai cach duy nhét mé ngudi ta ¢6 thé nhin nhin
chiing, To1 khong vict nhur the t6i bict toan bo vé€ mdt mdn thé thao ma t6i tham chi con khong thé choi duge.”

Hai chiing t61 grdm gurom nhin nhau.

“Con cau hoi nao khong?”” Han hoi.

“Sao phai phi thoi gian chr?”” Toi phan phao.

“ft nhAt thi ching ta ciing ddng ¥ vé& mdt didu.” Han néi, rdi quay lung bo di.
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Chuwong 4

“Mudn n6i vé& chuyén d6 khong?”” Ong ngoai hoi t6i vao chiéu thir 7 khi ching t6i dang im virdn & phia sin sau.

“Cole.”

Trdi néng bat thuwong dbi voi i thang 4, voi nhiét do lén dén tan hon 270. Hai 6ng chau t6i déu mic quan dui, t6i thi kém voi mdt chiée 4o cd khoét sau, hi
vong Ia s& kiém duoc lin da ramnang. Ong ngoai trong cdy poppy doc theo hang rao bao quanh khu ngd phia sau, doi tay to lon cta 6ng lAm viée tir
t6n, kién nhin v6i d4m hat gidng nho xiu, trong khi t6i hén hoc tin cong dam c6 dai.

Toi phai mit mot lic 1u dé phan loai lai canh turong sau trén dAu ngiy hom qua, va t6i luon thich gitr moi chuyén trong long cho dénkhi nghi thong subt
moi thir hon. Nhung t61 cang nghi thi lai cang bi mic ket trong chinh cai cdu hoi ma 61 da hoi Adan: tai sao quan diém ctia mdt nguoi vé i lai im toi
ndi néng va ban tam thé chir?

Nhimng nguoi khac luon bao rang t6i im mot cong viée tuyét voi. Tom nghi nhur thé Vi thiy c6 gido ma toi thyre syr t6n trong da noi nhiing diéu tich cuc
Ve viéc viet lach cua t6i. Namngodi toi con dat giai cap thanh phod cho loat bai vé bong d4 ctia minh. T6i con can bao nhi€u cai vo tay khich I én lung
nira chir?

Hom qua sau khi Vinny da phong van Josh xong, Josh bat kip 61 ¢ ngoai phong thay d6. Hin n6i Vinny khong tdng vao hin nhitng loai cdu hoi ma t6i
van thuong hoi, va i, khong cho bi thic giue, hén cung cdp cho t6i vai trich dan rét tuyét. HuAn luyén vién di ngang qua va thém vao vai ci nhin tir bén
trong kha hiru ich. ‘Con d8i v&i @m con trai choi trd chién tranh lanh v6i t6, ¢6 18 ho chi lam theo chi thi ctia Adam ma thoi. Vay tai sao t6i khong chi
vict thang toet ra rang Adam la mdt tén dan don vénh vao chir?

“Ong ndy, da c6 bao gid ong tur dat cau hdi cho minh nhu I mot phong vién chura?”

Ong ndm mdt tay day hat gidng va chiim chi nhin toi.

“Y con 1, dd bao gid 6ng tur hoi liéu ong ¢6 nhin nhan moi viéc mot cach ding din hay khong chura?”

“Lic dau thi 13 lubn lubn,” ong ndi, “con khi 6ng da tré thanh mot tay gia ro ko luyén, thi ctr mdi ba thang mt lan.”

T6i rén lén. “Con da hi vong ring ddy chi i mdt giai doan mé con phai trai qua thoi.”

Toi ké lai chi tiét cac su kién ngy thir 6, va 6ng ngoai Bing nghe trong liic im viée.

“Thé ddy, ong nghi thé n30?”” Cudi cling t6i hoi.

“Ong nghii con van chra huén luyén dwoc Vinny, nhung v6i Josh thi con da Bm rét én ddy.”

Toi bat cudi. “Josh thi 6n ca - va do 1 ban than nhét ctia Adam dy, tin hay khong thi tiry.”

“Ban than nhét, thé nhung cau ta khong nhin nhan chuyén ndy theo kiéu ca nhan.” Ong ngoai chi ra, “D6  diéu con nén nhé trong dau.”

Toi git dau.

“Nh6 lai hoi Xua,” Ong ngoai n6i ﬁép, “d6i khi ong ding nhung doi Itic dng cling sai. Qng viét theo cach nhin ctia minh va ¢ ging hét sirc dé nhin nhan
moi vi€c tir nhieu phia khac nhau. Dicu duy nhat ma 6ng bict chac chan, d6 1a dng lo Iing khi ngurdi phong vién khong bao gio tu dat cau héi cho chinh
T6i bo toai sang mdt dam co khac va lai bt dau nhd tiép, trong long cam thiy kha hon d6i chit. Anh mit troi dang tré nén néng ruc, dé lai cam gic that
tuyét trén lung va cénh tay toi

Ong ngoai da dem theo radio va md tran d4u ctia Orioles. Nhitng nguoi khac dang 1am vuron trén san nha ho, va mot chiéc radio khac vong lai tiéng trdn
dau tir nhitng khu vuron phia duéi cach d6 vai nha. Nhac opera chicu thir 7 lirng lo tr6i xuong tir mot khung cra s6 cao hon phia bén kia khu ngg, ¢6 &
la tir nha ba Bean. T6i liéc nhin lén va nhin thay nguoi hang x6m dang quan sat ching t6i tir khung ctra trén tang hai.

“Nguroi ham md bi mit ciia 6ng dang ngiim nhin 6ng kia.”

“Va d6 14 ai thé nhi?”” Ong hoi ma khong nging dau Ién.

Mot goa phy ¢ vao tum An Iy tuln, ba Bean da luon dé Imt déno 6ng ngoai. Ba sdng trong mot trong hai ngdi nha 16n & hai day nha bao gom 5 cannha

nho ddi dién tnre tlep Vo1 ching t6i qua khu ngd. Ba 6 khu tAng 3 rt 1n, mot cai san bén hdi, va mot cai garage quay mét ra ngd ma dAu hdi ciia 16 la
mot noi Iy turdng dé treo mot ci cot choi bong rd. Doi khi t6i nghi ba dé cai vanh bong rd & d6 dé nhir mdi dng ngoai, vi ong van thurong choi ném 16 véi
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T6i vay tay chao ba Bean, rdi quay vé phia ngd dé xem xe tai ctia ai dang gim i phia trén nhitng céi hd 6 voi. Mot chiéc U-Haul d4u trude cira nha ba
Bean, va mit chiéc xe hoi khic do lai ngay phia sau chiéc xe tai thué do.

“Ong khong phai bén tAm dau, rét cyc thi ngudi m b Ay dang ché khong phai I dng” Toi ndi khi nhén ra ngwoi hng xom da bién mét khoi khung ctra
sO trén tang,

Ong ngoai ngang dau chi di dé nhin théy chiéc xe tai. “Ong dodn i ba Ay lai cho thué nha nira.” Ong K bau. “Dé tim cho minh mdt anh chang Bm vuon
khéc iy m.”

“Trong ¢6 vé nhu thé. Oi troil”
Ong ngoai thing nguoi én. “Gi thé?”
Toi git dau vé phia ngudi dan 6ng cao rdo vira moi budc ra khoi xe tai. “D6 1 Huén luyén vién Gryczgowski.”

Bdn g con trai clia d6i lacrosse nam ra khoi chiéc xe hoi va tip trung quanh Huén luyén vién, tat ca bon ho déu nhin ba Bean dang budc xudng tir 16i
sau trong chiéc quan legging va chiéc 4o in hoa rong thing thinh.

Ong ngoai dimg ddy. “C6 fan ham md sé mdt ctia con trong d4m d6 khong?”

Toi gat dau va chi vao Adam, rdi dén Josh lic niy dang dimg canh hén ta. Pablo - mdt tay trung vé khéc va Billy - mdt trong nhing hiu vé - ciing clng
dén.

Ba Bean khong mét qué lu dé phét hién ra 6ng ngoai dang dimg nhin. “Xin chao hang x6m!” Ba kéu véi sang, “Sang ddy gip nguoi thué nha moi ciia t6i
ndo.”

Dém con trai quay lai xem b ta dang vay tay v6i ai. Vé mit than thién ctia Adam dong ctmg lai. Pablo va Billy liéc sang ngang nhin héin, con Josh thi nhe
rang cudi toe toét.

“Gii thidu voi moi ngudi, day [ Jimmy Olsten va chau gi ctia 6ng Ay, Jane.” Ba Bean gioi thiéu khi chung toi bude ngang qua khu ngd.
“Jimmy Olsten u?”” Guong mit moi dugc cao rau nhan nhui ctia Grizzly bung séng, va 10 bién thanh mdt nu cudi toe toét rang r3.
“Thyre ra thi ho ciia t6i ki Olstenheimer,” 6ng ngoai bao véi thiy, “nhung nhur thé thi B qua dai d6i véi mot bit da

“Chau khong thé tin dugc.” Grizzly kéu lén, doi mét ndu mo to hét ¢&. “Chau khong thé tin dugc cubi cing chau ciing dwoc gip 6ng.” Thiy nim [y tay
ong ngoai lac lac mdt cach nhiét tinh, roi liéc sang toi. “Em chura bao gio néi voi t6i Jimmy Olsten Ia 6ng ctia em.”

“Emtu di trén d6i chan cia chinh minh.”

“Céc chang trai,” thdy quay sang 16i voi cac cau thi ctia minh, “trrde ddy thiy hay doc nhitng bai bao vé the thao ctia ngudi dan 6ng ny hang ngay trén
to The Sun. Khi that, chau van con gir vai bai dAy - chau con giit bai ma trong d6 c6 mot doan 6ng da viét v& chau.” Thiy thém vao, dot nhién nghe 6
vé ngwrong ngiing, “Ong 4y viét vé nhitng thir that tuyét,” Hudn luyén vién tiép tuc ndi véi cac cau thi, “nhitng thir thii vi, va theo d6 khoi dau mdt vai
cudc tranh ludn.”

Thé 16i Grizzly nhin t0i va nhe ring cudi, nhu thé d6t nhién thiy nhin thdy sur trong dong vay. Rdi thay quay lai voi ong ngoai. “Chau doc bai clia ong
trude khi 6ng chuyén dén to Sports [llustrated va vo cing vui mirng khi dng quay trd lai voi to The Sun.” Thay thém vao. “Nhung chau ludn ludn thac
méc vi sao ong lai bo 16 co hoi lon do.”

Ong ngoai nhin vai. “Téi thich san khiu dia phuong hon. Téi nhé nhing déi cii ctia minh.”

“D6 a cach moi viée dién ra ¢ Baltimore,” Grizzy dong y, “Chéu vén con nho ddi Colts. Ong c6 nhd cdi tudn trude khi ddi Colts roi thi tran khong, hoi
nam 1984 ay, khi 6ng phat hién ra rang,..”

Hai nguoi ho dang dam du vao con dudng ky trc - nhitng cudc n6i chuyén nhur thé ¢6 thé kéo dai dén vo thn giira nhitng fan him md thé thao. Ngay
khi 6ng ngoai va Huan luyén vién dung lai d€ thd, Adam lién xen vao. “Huan luyén vién, bon em do d6 xuong day.”

“Cén gitip chir?” Toi dé nghi va theo dam con trai ra phia sau chiéc xe tai.
“Khong.” Adamnoi.

“Chic rdi,” Josh ndi, “bon t6i ludn c6 thé tan dung sy gip d6.”

“Tao khong nghi thé.”” Adam béo véi ban minh. “Toan nhitng db néing ca.”

“Dimg lo. Toi s& tim thir gl d6 ma d6i tay nhd nhéin xinh xén cta toi ¢6 thé kham dwoc.” Toi ndi véi Adam. My tén con lai cudi hi lén.



Huén 1 luyén vién ¢6 nhimg thing carton dyng sach va mdt mo hdn don dd dac hin phai 1 dd chuyén dung ctia Quéan doi Thanh chlen Trong khi Grizzly
tan gAu voi 6ng ngoai, ba Bean chi dan cho ching t6i - mic du ba ciing khong biét 'hon chiing t6i 14 ngudi thué moi ctia minh mubn dé moi thir & dau. Chi
¢6 hai phong dé chon ¢ trén tAng 3, phong bén trai va bén phai cAu thang, Phong tim ndim & trén dinh cac bac thang. Mot chiéc méy vi song va chiée tia
lanh loai nho 1 tAt ca nhimg gi Hudn luyén vién c6 cho khu bép ciia minh,

Sau 10 phit kéo I€ cac thir 1én bac thém phia trure, 16i sau d6 vt 1on voi ching thém hai lan chiéu nghi nira va cudi cung dumg lai 6 tAng 3 ngdt ngat, tht
ca ching t6i déu wdt sting md hoi. Pam con trai coi phiing 4o phong lim ba Bean vo cung sung suong. Toi hin di c6 thé tréu ba Ay, nhung 161 t6i nhan
thy minh dang thuéng thirc Adam tir phia sau, quan sat bd vai rong va nhimg co bip chéc nich ndi én cudn cudn trén heng héin khi hin nhdc mot cai gia
sach va mang n6 Ién cac bac thang ngay phia trude t6i. Trong mot gy toi tir hoi khong biét cam gidc s& thé ndo khi choang tay quanh mot cai lung nhur
the.

Di nhién, sau khi héin it chiéc gia sach xubng va quay lai thi vén | guong miit nhur deo d4 4y. S& chang ¢6 tic dung gi khi 6 noi chuyén, vi thé ti bude
xuong lau, €p minh nhu dan vao tudng khi Pablo va Billy vac mot tam dém di ngang qua t6i, Huan luyén vién theo sau cting voi mdt tam khung giuong,

Khi t6i xubng Qén ngd thi dng ngoai da quay trd lai im virdn. Josh dang ngdi trén mot chiée ban km viée ¢ rat dep. “Tane gitip i bé cai nay chir?” Han
héi va nhay xuong, “No6 khong nang dau, chi cong kénh thoi.”

“Khong van dé,” T6i ndi. D6 1 trurde khi t6i thir nhic n6 1én. Vi toi chiée ban cuc ky nang, nhung khong doi ndo t6i thira nhan diéu dé voi Josh.

Ching tdi thir bé ¢ vai tur thé khac nhau cho dén khi cam théty hoan toan thodi méi, t0i & phia dau, budc tién vé trude, hai tay ning chiéc ban phia sau
minh, con Josh vac phia sau, ddmbao dé chiec ban khong bi lat nghiéng. Ching t6i vira vao dén 161 vao bén hong nha thi Adam di ngang qua.

“Adam, dung lic qua!” Josh kéu kén, “Bé lay dau nay, duoc chir?”

Toi chéic mamyy Josh |2 dé Adam thay thé t6i, nhung thay vao d6 Josh lai dura cho héin dau ctia minh. Gi thi t6i tha chét chtr khong bao git thira nhén |
cong vic nay 1a qua strc ctia t6i. Adam va toi nhin Josh budc di, nhur theé khdng ai trong ching t6i cd thé tin dugc 1a ching t6i lai bi mac ket voi nhau khi
phai bé cai thir nay.

“Jane s& dan duodng hay toi phai ddy day?” Adam hoi.

“To6i s& dan, di thoi.”

Ching t6i vat 1on dé dura no 1én céc bac thémva 101 xuyén qua phong 1on ma khong bi na theo minh ban & cira va gidy dan turdng. Sau khi dimg mot lat
dé tho, chung t6i lai bat dau leo Ién dot cau thang dau tién. Vira lén duoc nira duong thi phén trong hrong phia sau t6i d6t nhién dich chuyén. Ching t6i
d6 nghiéng sang bén, va dép vao tudng. T6i nghe Adam phi ra mot tir chiri thé, rdi ¢d nguy trang n6 thanh tiéng xuyt xoa.

“Lam gi thé?” Toi kéu lén, giong t6i khan di vi cing thing,

“To6i lam g w?”” Han dép lai voi vé hoai nghi. “Tane vira m6i It nghiéng no.”

“Lamgico.”

“Con khong nita.”

“Huén luyén vién dé thir g trong cai mon dd ¢b nay nhi?” Toi hoi.

“Quén 4o,” Hin noi, “Di tiép ndo. Toi dang phai ganh trong hrong ctia thir nay, khong nhd sao?”

Ching t6i lai i ach tién Ién, dugc thém hai bac thang nira, rdi lai d6 nghiéng sang phia ddi dién.

“Khong phai do t6i lam!” Ca hai chiing 61 cung kéu 1én mot lic.

“T6i nghi thiy c6 mdt qua bong bowling dang kin hing tung trong nay.”

“Huén luyén vién khong choi bowling.” Adam n6i, rdi hai ching ti lai vat 1on v6i nd. Khi ching t6i én dwoc dén ting hai, ca hai déu udt sting md hoi.
“Toi s& phai di i thoi,” Toi ni, “cAu thang trén nay déc hon, t0i s& tudt tay mit.”

Ching t6i dimg lai va toi tir tir xoay nguoi lai cho dén khi ching t6i ddi nit nhau qua chiéc ban.

“Jane 6n chir?” Adam hoi, giong héin nhe nhang hon d6i chut.

“U"” Chan ti d loang choang con hai canh tay thi c6 cam giéc dai hon thong thudng dén 4 inch, nhung t6i tha | niim bep di dudi chiéc ban niy con
hon 1a Ién tiéng nho gitp do.

“C tir tir thoi, mdi An mdt bac.” Hin néi.



Phén dudi toc ctia hén da cudn 1én vi md hoi gidng nhur mdi an héin thi dau. Toi ¢6 thé cam thiy cac lon tc clia minh dinh chéit vao mé. Ching t6i bét
dau cham chap 1én dot cau thang thir 2 chét hep hon.

“T6i khong nhin thiy dudng di.” Toi nbi trong lic tréo giat i, chiéc ban ti vao hong, con toi thi gp ngudi phia trén né. “Ban phai din duong, duoc
cha?”

“Puoc chir?” Toi lap lai mbt gidly sau d6 khi khuyu tay t6i hic vao tuong. “Adam c6 dang nhin duong di khong dAy?” Toi liéc ngang qua qhiéc ban nhin
hén, bét gap mat han khi ching phong Ién nhin t61. Han da nhin ngyre 61! Khi tdi liec xuong nhin minh va thay canh trong Adam da nhin thay trude do, toi
gan nhu tha roi chiéc ban.

“Giir chat Jay!”” Hin hét lén vao mat toi. Trong mdt gidy khong rd duoc ai trong ching t6i con tim By cai ban nira. “Jane! Giit liy! Jane dang c6 giét toi
daya?”

Péng I8 t6i dd hét tra lai, nhung t6i qua mét. Hon nita, Adam dang d6 bing nit mii, mdt diéu ma t6i chura bao gior timg nhin thiy & hin trude do.
“Okay,” t61 n6i, “lam cho xong viéc ndy da nao.”

Chung t61 gam gir, nhic Ién, r01 i kéo t6i cho dén khi chiéc ban cudi ctng cting duoc dat lén tang 3. Cling nhau ching t0i ddy né tira vao mot trong nhimg
birc tuong ddc. Toi dd ap xuong canh no, tyra lung vao turong nh kiéu t6i hay lam trong phong ngli cua minh. Adam gip nguoi trén chiéc ban, c6 18 nh
thé dé hankhong phai nhin thing vao mit t6i, va bét du x¢é tan dam bang dinh ¢b dinh may c4i ngiin kéo. Hén md mdt ngiin ra va liéc nhin vao trong, rdi
dén ngan tiép theo.

“Tim bong bowling a7 Toi1 hoi.

“T6i khong hiéu,” hin lim bam, rdi md ngin thir ba ra. “Toi khong hiéu sao cai ndy qua...”

Mot thir to ding, xu 10ng lao ra.

“Ui da!” Toi kéu lén.

Adam voi dig thing ngudi day va dap dau that manh vao cai tran dbc phia trén. Han xoa xoa dau, rit 1én vai tir chiri thé va An nay khong hé ¢b ging
nguy trang ching,

Mt con meo mau xam pha tréing béo uc ich da ha canh xubng céch Adam khodng hai ban chan. Pudi n6 quiy qua lai, lom lom nhin han véi vé tha vi
nham hiém ctia loai m¢o. T6i khdng thé ngiin minh lai va bat dau pha én cudi ngit ngho.

Péu Josh xuét hién khi hén leo 1én dén béc thang ngang vai ching t6i. “Nay, d6 1 Big Mama!” Josh kéu toang Ién. “Huan luyén vién, bon em tim thiy
Big Mama 16i ndy.”

Grizzly lao Ién tir cac bc thang phia sau Josh. “C6 bé cua toi ddy roil” Thiy kéu kén, nghe v6 ciing nhe nhdm. “May da & dau thé? Tao khong biét
chuyén gi da xay ra voi may, bé yéu.”

Bé yéuu?

“N6 bi mc ket trong ti1 ban ddy Huan luyén vién.” Adam bao voi thiy.

“Big Mama i nghiép.” Grizzy thi thi 10i ctii nguoi xuong vo cing diu dang vudt ve con méo. Thay bé no 1én, dat né 1én vai nhur thé n6 1a mot dira bé
can duoc ¢ hoi vay. Toi biét Huln huyén vién chét chira day cam xiic v6i cac trin dau, nhung toi khong mong chd duoe chimg kién kiéu diu dang nhur
thé nay danh cho mot con meo béo i

Pablo va Billy xuét hién, thiy Huén luyén vién cling con méo, rdi nhin nhau cuoi toe toét.

“Dén I gip ba Bean rdi.” Grizzly ndi, rdi dwa con méo xudng dudi nha.

“Ta on Chtia,” Pablo néi, “Gi¢r chiing ta s& khong phai chay don chay d4o & khu nha cii ciia Grizzly miéng kéu gio ‘Big Mama, Big Mama’ nita rdi.”
Toi tim Ay mép chiéc ban va kéo minh dtmg ddy. “Unmy, vui that ddy. Phai di rdi.” Toi noi.

“Visao, dé c6 thé bt dau viét bai 42 Billy hoi rdi ngdi thup xubng mot chiéc ghé.

“Khong, mai toi s& viét.”

Josh dudi ngudi ra trén san, va Pablo roi xudng bén canh. “Jane s& viét gi?”” Pablo hoi.

“Nhur thurong 1¢ thoi.”” Adam dap 101 trurde khi t6i Ién tiéng. “Chuyén do thi ¢ y nghia gi chr?”

“T6i s& ndi rang n6 ¢6 y nghiia rat nhiéu voi ban ddy.” Toi dap tra, “méc dii t6i khong biét vi sao.”



M6t gidy im king troi qua khi tt ca moi ngudi déu nhin hin chd doi cau tra 1oi.

“Nhirng gi Jane nghi khong c6 ¥ nghia ti ndo - khong phai véi t6i. Nhung diéu lam t6i phét dién i c4i kiéu Jane c6 thé ngdi xudng va xoay vong céi Iy
thuyét ctia minh, bao véi tt ca moi nguoi ring ching ti da im gi sai, chungtmcansu lanh dao nhur thé 130, van van va van van, trong khi Jane khong
cd mit ¢ ngoai kia, chay cho hdc bo ra va bi giy pha,ng vao mit; khi Jane khong bi ht vang di béi mot cau thi lao vao minh véi tde do glen cuong hay
khong bi mdt qua bong cuing lao vao ngudi voi van toc 80 dammdt gio. Vi toi hinh nhur cong viée cua cac phdng vién cac ngudi qua dé dang thi phai.”
“Toi biét thé thao [ gian kho.”

“Thét khong?” Hin nga ngudi dua vao chiée ban va khoanh tay lai, nhin t6i v6i vé chiam chu.

Nao, t0i khong phéi bj thé thao hép mat hon dén ndi khong nhan ra mdt anh chang Iong Iy xuit hién trurde mat, ddc bigt | mdt gi 6 trén tir théit hng try
Ién. Nhung t6i cting khong bi ddm con trai hop mat hon dén mirc khong thé tap trung tri 6¢ vao cudc tranh ludn.

“T6i da theo dudi mon lacrosse tir khi 1én 3 va dng ngoai t6i d4 dan t6i dén xem cac trdn d4u & sin Homewood. Va t6i da timg choind.”
“V6i cac cau thit dudng phd a?” Han hoi.

“Véi ai 36 nhe Adam a?”’ Pablo xen vao.

“Thach du cau 4y dil” Billy noi. “Mot ddu mdt, Adam. Chi cho cau ta biét choi & cip d6 ching ta d& dang nhur thé nao di”

Adam gio hai tay lén, “D6 khong phéi i y kién hay.”

“Vi sao khong?” T61 hoi.

“Thoi ndo,” Han ndi, “do chi i n6i dia thoi”

“T6i c6 mau hai hude,” Toi bao hin, “va ban ciing ¢6 thé kiém Iy mot it cho riéng minh ddy.”

Hén nhin mit.

“Choi di,” Billy n6i. “Chiéu thir 2, 4h15. Huan luyén vién phai roi san tap sém.” Han nhéc cac dong doi.

Toi blet day a mot diéu dién rd. Toi van con gitr mot cai gy va van choi mdt dau mdt véi Marnie, nhung t0i khong tip luyén ciing voi mot doi ké tir hoi
hoc cép 2. Toi liéc nhin Josh, lic ndy van giit im king ké tir dau cude ndi chuyén.

“Piu ny c6 dang gia v6i Jane khong?”” Josh hoi.

“Néunod clﬁm durt thai do chién tranh lanh ngu ngdc nay thi c6 dﬁy.j’ Toi tra 1oi. “Thoa thudn thé nay. T6i s& khong rén ri khi cac ban day t6i vai diéu vao
thir 2 t61 néu nhur tat ca cac ban khong rén ri khi t6i viet dieu nay di€u no sau d6. Pong y chir?”

Pablo va Billy gat dau, rdi liéc sang Adam.

“C6 van dé gi sa0?” Toi hoi khi thiy héin khong ndi gl

“Khong van dé gi.”” Hin tra oi.

C6 18 1a voi han thoi, t6i nghil khi roi khoi do. Toi da lao dau vio chuyén gi thé nay?
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Chwong 5

Ba gits sau, khi dd sin sang dé dén du bira tiéc ciia nha Clarke, t6i trong nhur mdt ngudi hoan toan khéc hin. Stacy da cho toi miron mdt cai vay ngin
vira nhu in bang lua do. “No6 trong s€ rat hop voi mau mat sam ctia em” Stacy d néi thé va nhin cai vay voi vé khao khat. Travis s€ khong dé chi mic
céi vay nay bdi vi anh ta cho rang nd choi voi mai toc ctia chi.

Khi me nhin thy t6i trong chiéc vy ctia Stacy va déi gidy cao gt quyén hre, grrong it me tré nén lo Fing, “Hay nhé, con van con trong trurong trung
hoc dAy.”” Me noi.

“Trong gibng con sdp chon mot anh luat sur gid khing hay sa0?”” T6i bt cudi va 6m cham [y me. “Me nhé bat may ghi bang khi tran du bt du diy.”
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Ong ngoai va Marnie da dén Camden Yards dé chimg kién lich str bong chay duoc thiét lap. Toi li xe dén cau lac bo dong qué noi gia dinh Clarke la
hoi vjén, ]z‘mg nghe churong trinh bit}h hJén trurde tran dau cua Oﬁolqs va thd dai lién tuc. Mot hi vong durge nan na lai trong xe dﬁrléu deé chop dugc hiép
thi dau dau tién da nhanh chong bién mat. Ngay khi t6i lai xe qua cong cua cau lac bg, nhirng tay phuc vu da bu lai quanh xe, nhat dinh doi gip t6i dau
xe vao bai

Caulac bo lau d01 duoc x;iy dung nhu mot toa lau dai mién Nam, véi mot mai hién dai cting nhiing ciy cdt tru giang ngang phia tmorc Hai d6i nam nir
bude én béac thémnhwr thé ho biét minh dang di dau vay. Toi bude theo ho, nhung khi da vao trong phong chd thi ¢6 dén may 161 di c6 mai vom phai lyra
chon. Mot phuc vu trong b tux dén hoi tén ngudi chi bita tiéc ma t6i dang tim, 161 dan t6i di xuong mdt dot bac thang dugce trai tham day thich.

Budi tiéc duoc ‘té churc trong m:)t can phong rong Ion, riéng biét voi hai cum dén treo va ctra kinh md ra mdt khu ban céng, T61 bude mdt bude vao
trong 101 vao, roi dimg lai timkiémai d6 quen thubc - Stacy, mo Susan, ciu Jake. Tham chi 1 Travis - ngwoi ma t6i chi bict so so va ko c6 cam tinh gi
Jam - cling 12 mdt hinh &nh dang hoan nghénh. Nhung tat ca nhiing gi t6i thiy 1a rat nhieu nhitng quy ba an ban Iong lay, toc vuot day keo cung véi nhitng
quy dng toc bac tuong xung,

“Anh c6 chéic ddy I tiéc ciia nha Clarke khong?”” T6i hoi ngudi phuc vu.

“Chic chin, thua cd.”

O, minh do4n diéu duy nhat minh c6 thé lim 1 2n, t6i nghi thim rdi tién t6i mdt chiée ban dai noi nhitng anh chang mic tux khac dang phuc vu cac vi
khach. Mot nguroi chia cho t6i chiee dia, va t6i bat dau chon. Mon sushi day mau sac durge bay ra trén nhitng céi khay trong nhur nhitng cai nit by chang
bén canh mdt con ca to uych c6 d6i mit trong vat trong cling hanh phic y nhur t61 khi duge ¢6 mit ¢ day. Toi qua mai m€ trude con ca va 16 mat mon
banh tao mini, ma d6 lai 1a mdn t6i thire sy mudn an chur.

Bit thinh finh 1 lai, t6i va phai mdt ngudi. “Xin 161"

Nguoi mi ti va tring nghiéng hn sang bén phéi, nhur thé ¢b ging nhin qua t6i viy. Toi bude sang bén dé anh ta c6 thé virot qua.

“Jane?” Ngudi d6 hoi bang mdt giong khong thé tin duroc.

Toi vdi quay lai. Pay khong phai la girong miit quen thude ma t6i hi vong s& nhin thiy. Adam l mdt bire tranh ctia s kinh ngac. “Jane?” Han Eip lai.
“U, Adam nghi |z ai m&i duoc chir?”” Toi ndi. “Toi trong khac dén thé sau khi tim sao?”

“U.” Hn tra 1i thanh that. “Tane lim gi & day?”

“To61 duoc moL”

“Ai mdi co?” Han mu6n biét.

“C6 dau.” Toi ndi. “Stacy Olstenheimer, giong nhur Jimmy Olstenheimer 4y. Adam Bm viéc & ddy a?” T6i hoi va quan st bd canh trang trong cua hén.
Bang I& t6i nén nhén ra Ia chiéc jacket dugc cat may khac hin may nguoi phue vy, nhung t6i qua ban ron voi viée nhan ra han trong the nao trong bo
canh ay - thurc sy wa nhin.

Mot bén mép Adam nhéch én thanh ny cudi méo mé. “Khong, t6i 1 khach moi. Travis 1 anh ké ctia t61.”

“Nhung ho ctia Adam B... §, ng Clarke Ja cha dwong ctia Adam.”

Hén gat dau.

“A... Ir, ban trong ciing sang lang hon hén sau khi tim ddy.” Toi bao hin.

Hién trao cho toi mdt iy cudi quy quéi.

“Viy, tAt ca nhitng ngudi ny 1 dbi tac lam an hét 42 T6i hoi, “khong ai trong sb ho s& thurc sw c6 mit & 18 cudi sao?”

“Trir t6i. Cha dwong toi nghi t6i nén 1 phii ré.”

C6 1& Adam nhin thiy vé kinh ngac trén it toi.

“Jane biét ddy, cai gi dimg bén canh chii ré & bé thd,” hén thém vao, “c4i gi gitp chii ré giit binh finh, cAm nhén...”

“Dén phii dau budc doc theo 16i di.” Téi noi.

“Diing thé.”

“Toi a phu daw.”



Trong mit gidy hin khong phan tmg gi ca.

“Lura chon ban dau ctia Stacy phéi bo cudc,” Toi gii thich, “vi thé t6i thé thén. Tin t6i di, t0i khong xung phong trong chuyén nay dau. Toi da c6 mdt vé
dén xem tran thang thir 300 ctia Bob Danner t0i nay.”

“Nhung chuyén gi da xay ra vdi ¢o em ho ctia Stacy, Daisy dién khing 4y?”” Han hoi.

Toi ngéip ngimg, “C6 ta da Ién.”

“Jane mudn néi Jane chinh B Daisy w?”” Han pha Ién cuoi.

“Céi tén d6 khong budn cuoi dén thé.” T6i n6i, 16i bude khoi hin ta va iy cho minh it thirc an.

“T6i khong cudi céi tén.”” Adam ndi va budc theo sau toi, “t6i curdi vi nhitng cau chuyén m t6i da nghe ké vé Jane kia.”
“Vi dy nhur?”” Toi giing hoi, méic di t6i biét gia dinh toi c6 ca mdt tuyén tp nhitng cau chuyén vé Daisy.

Adam nhin vai. “Nhiéu m. Nhu c4i lin Jane du db ¢6 bé Stacy nhiit nhat vao trong ngdi nha c6 ma, loai nha c6 16i di vao 4y, va cudi cling thi Jane da
khong bude ra.”

“O, chuyén d6 ha.”

“Cai lan Jane ndi vi Stacy ring Jane b mot cin bénh nan 'y dé Jane khong phéi chia do trang miéng cho chi dy va da vo clng thuyét phuc dén mirc
Stacy da béo tat ca cac ban trong 16p cuia chi ay cau nguyén cho Jane.”

Va ca quyén gop tién nita, t6i nghi. Nhung ti n6i to 1én, “Stacy ludn c6 mdt tri tudng trong sdng dong. Hau hét moi co hdi chi 1 qua kho dé c6 thé chdi

“To6i cuoc thé.” Han dap lai, vin bude theo t6i, va vAn nhe ring cudi. Toi doan d6 B mbt sy tién bd so vai thai o chién tranh lanh.

Nhung vé lanh ling il lai quay lai khi ching ti di dén cudi day ban buffet. Mot ngwdi phyc vu bo voi Adam ring dng Clarke mudn gip hiin. Adam liéc
Ve hudng cira dan ra ban cong, 161 quay lai phia t6i, dot nhién tré' nén ctng nhac.

“Um, hét tiéc.” Han noi, tiéng cudi lic ndy da hoan toan bién mét, thim chi mdt nu cudi diéu lam guong it sang sua hon cling khdng con.

Toi nhin héin buon bé béng qua phong vé phia canh cira Phép, théic mac trude sy thay doi tim trang dot ngdt d6. Lan nay khong phai vi diéu gi d6 ma toi
noi da l‘é.m han buc minh, vi thé t6i chang the lam duoc gi ca. Toi len trd lai vao hang dé lay thém hai cai banh tao, roi cam dau di tim gia dinh t6i va nham
nhap d0 an trong Iuc di.

Cubi cing héa ra ti tim thiy mo Susan va cdu Jake sau chinh cai ctra Phap d6. Céu mo dang dimg nhin Stacy va Travis trén ban cng khi ho dang tao
dang va chup anh. Cau mo t6i n¥it sang birng day tinh yeu thirong va niém tur hao, mot vé nyit lam toi nghi dén cac sur kién gia dinh khac nhur cude biéu
dien ddc tau piano va ballet cua Stacy, nhiing bita tiéc sinh nhat va I€ tot nghi¢p ctia chi. T6i thay minh mim curdi voi ho.

“Chi éy trong that xinh dep.” Toi thi thao va nhdip hdi ctng véi ciu mg toi.

“Daisy,” ho khé& noi, rdi mdi ngudi quing mot tay quanh toi.

Adam ciing dang dtmg nhin canh twong chyp anh. Hin quay lai va liéc nhin toi, r6i ngudi phu nir bén canh hén quay vé phia ching toi. Khi t6i nhin thiy
do6i mat xanh lyc ctia ba ay, 61 biet ngay d6 12 me cia Adam Ba mim curoi va thiic ngurdi dan 6ng cao kéu co mai toc bac dimg bén canh, nhung 6ng ta
qua cham chi quan sat nguoi thg chyp anh va bao anh ta phai lam thé nao.

“Db ¢b phai a 6ng Clarke?” T6i khé hoi.

Céumo toi gt dau.

“Thé me Travis thi sao, ba iy c6 ¢ day khong?”’

Mo t6i lic dau. “Ho khong moi ba dy dén dyr I€ cudi. Ba 4y bo dng Clarke khi Travis con rét nho. D6 l ba Clarke moi, ba ta cudi Avery sau khi chong
cii qua doi, nam hay sau nam ve truée.”

Trong khi chiing t0i n6i chuyén, mdt ngurdi dan ong voi doi mit tinh nghich va doi tai to by tién dén gin Adam va thi tham diéu gi d6 véi hin. Adamnhe
rang cudi dap lai, 161 di theo quy 6ng tréng nhur yéu tinh do bang qua phong. Ba Clarke nhin con trai mot lat, r6i bude qua cho 61 dé duoc gioi thicu. Ba
12 mdt quy ba than thién véi giong néi nhd nhe. Ba goi chong hai lan. Sau mdt vai hudng dan nita danh cho ngudi thg chup anh, dng Clarke tham gia cting
chiing t6i.

“Jane Hardy,” 6ng ta Ip lai, va nhin t6i nhu mdt ca kién tung ma ong ta dang cb géng nhd lai. “Sao cai tén nay lai quen thudc thé nhi? Chéu c6 hoc &
truong cong khong?”



Do nghe 6 vé 1a mbt cau hdi ky cuc. “Cé a.” Toi tra 1oi. “Trung hoc Tilson.”

“Thét sao,” ba Clarke ndi, “con trai toi, Adam...”

Ong Clarke cit ngang 10 vo, “Va chau viét cho & bao truong. Chau viét vé doi lacrosse.”

“Diing thé a.” Toi thich dugc ngudi ta nhin ra. Mo Susan va céu Jake rang rd nhin t6i nhur lac ho nhin Stacy.
“P%i bong van con choi dudi kha ning dy chir?” Ong Clarke hoi.

“A,uh...”

“icu gl da niu chén ho lai?” Ong ta hoi trurdie khi t0i kip tré 101 céu hoi dau tién, “Nhirng chién thut thoi thuong ctia tay Huén luyén vién tré d6? Nhitng
con chim moi van dé€ chiing lai véi miy con vit ngdi xoma?”’

Toi chop mit. That ky cuc khi nghe nhing cau trich dan ctia chinh minh. Cau hoi cubi cting ctia Ong ta da la mot trong nhiing cau chi dao hay ho nhat ciia
to1. “Khi nhitng con chim moi lam chiing ta khong tré thanh gi ca ngoai nhiing con vit ngdi x0m,” t6i da vict thé, “thi d& dén lic phai quay lai voi mon
lacrosse co ban roi.”

“Khong c6 gi t¢ hon khi phai chimg klen mot doi bong co day tai nng lai thua timg trin dau mot.” Ong Clarke tiép tuc, “Suc chién d4u ciia ching dau
10i? Tai nang khong déng gia gica néu nhur cac vi khong thé thye hanh. Néu nhu Adam khong 1am tron vai tro ciia minh, néu nhur n6 khong linh dao
duoc nhimng ngudi khac, thi Huln huyén vién cn phéi tim ai d6 khac ¢6 khéa ning,”

Dudng nhr d6 1 mot diéu cuc ky khic nghiét ma mot thanh vién trong gia dinh ¢6 thé ndira - mic di, vé ban chit, do chinh 1 nhimg gi toi da noi.
“Chdu td md mubn biét dng nghil gi,” 61 ndi v6i ong ta. “Ong thiy doi bong thé nao?”

“T6i chura bao gi xem chiing d4u.”

“Dao ndy Avery qua ban,” ba Clarke xen vao, tay ba dit Ién canh tay chdng. “Chiing t6i theo ddi doi bong ctia Adam qua & bao truong.”

“Chi qua t& bao thdi sao?”” Toi hoi lai. Chi qua d6i mit ctia toi thoi sao?

“Khi né con nho hon, t6i da tham dy tit ca nhitng trén d4u ctia n6,” ba Clarke tra 1, nghe cd vé co6 chit tu vé, “nhung gid ching t6i ban qua.”

“P6 11 ba noi thé.”

“Va Adam thi khong ni gl nhiéu véi ching t61.”” Ba thém vao.

“Khdng noi gi ca thi diing hon.” Ong Clarke sim xoi.

“Vay la 6ng ba dya vao to The Pipeline,” t6i két luan. Cha trich gi Adam qué nhay cam vé nhitng gi toi viét dén thé’.‘ Tén trong sau tham ai ciing déu
quan tdm dén quan di€m ctia cha me vé minh. Y t6i 13, ba t6i la mdt ké dé tién va t6i chura giip ng trong nm nam lién, nhung t6i van ty héi liéu ong cd
tu hao v t61 khong.

C6 I& van con vai gi con trai khdc trong doi bong ma cha me ho da khong theo ddi cac trin dAumi thay vao d6 chi doc to bao truong. Moi chuyén cubi
cung ciing da tré nén co y nghia. Nhung t6i s€ phai lam gi vdi chuyén nay dy - cr phai nhin nhan tat ca moi viée theo chicu hurdng tich cuc u?

T6i cam thiy i t& cho Adam, phai d6i ph6 v6i mdt ong cha duong ngoan cd, mdt ong cha duong 1 rang i danh gid hin ta qua nhimg gi t6i da viét. Va
t01 co rum lai khi nhé lai vai dieu ma 61 da cong khai. T6i n6i con thinh nd voi 6ng Clarke vi da 1a mdt tay con do gia thay vi mot nguoi cha biet thong
cam

Léan déu tién nhimg cau chuyén vé cudi xin trés thinh mot diéu nhe nhom. Ngay khi chi dé duge chuyén sang nhimg chudn bj cudi cing cho ngay € 1én
ndy, t0i lien dét dia xubng va linh tron di. Mdi duge nira duong bang qua can phong thi t61 di ngang qua Adam Han vi tay ra chyp Ky canh tay toi. “Co
chuyén gi khong 6n a?”

“Khong 6n u? Vi dy xem?”

“Toi khong biét.” Han tra 1. “Nhung Jane ¢6 c4i vé mit do.”

“Vé mat nao?”

“Vé mit uén canh bao ti tt hon hét hily chui xudng voi hoa sen that nhanh y.”

Hai tay 0 vung Ién . Toi c6 thé cam théty n6 dang trér nén d6 bimg bimg. Sau nhing gi vira moi nghe durge, 0 hén s& cam thiy khé hon néu nhur
Adam tién hanh chién tranh lanh véi t6i, nhung lic nay han nhin t6i voi vé to md, nhu theé han dang ¢6 gang doc suy nghi cua t6i vay.

“Khong c6 gi khong 6n ca.” Toi bao han.



“T6i khong tin Jane.”
“T6i chi can chut khong khi thoi.” Toi khing khing,

“Okay,” Hiin n6i. Toi c6 thé ndi I héin khong tin héin. “Trén dudng quay vao, nhé kiém tra qua phong git 4o mil trén tng. Ong ho ciia Travis da kn
mang theo mdt cai TV di dong day.”

“Thét chir?” T6i hoi lai, cam thiy sang sta lén dang ké.

Adam bt cudi. “Doi Os dang dan 3 diém va cho dén gid Danner méi dé cho dbi phurong kiém duroc 1 hit thoi.”
“That chir?”

“Thét.” Han né mdt nu cudi ong Ay cling voi mdt vé ngrong ngip déng ngac nhién.

T6i vi lao Ién tang, trai tim 15 mét mdt nhip - di nhién 1 vi di Orioles i,
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Chwong 6

Toi vé nha chi sau Ong ngoai va Marnie. Tét ca ba chiing t6i cling tranh nhau ké chuyén, lam céc su kién vé tran d4u va bia tiéc ctr dan xen vao véi
nhau. T6i da xem Danner gianh dugc chién thing hoanh trang ctia minh trong khi ngdi trén san phong chira do ctia cau lac bo dong qué voi sau ngudi
dan 6ng va Adam. Mdi lan doi Orioles thure hién mdt pha hay ho, 6ng ho ctia Travis lién dimg day va g vao cai moc 4o.

T6i hom d6 Marnie ngi lai. Chiing t6i chui vio tiii ngli va ndm im vai phit, rdi né quay sang ti va n6i, “Dinh mé

“Hr?” Liic ndy t6i d lo mo trdi vao gidc ngi.

“DAu tién Adam xut hién trong khu ngd sau nha may, thé rdi hai ngudi lai cap doi trong mot 1& cudi. C6 mot luc hrong siéu nhién dang diéu khién
chuyén nay.”

“May doc qua nhiéu tap chi ddy.” Toi bao n6, “Ngui di.”

Mit t6i vira kip nhdm lai Jan thr hai thi Marnie lai 1én tiéng, “Vay, miy s& mo vé Daniel chr?””
“Marnie! Tao gin nhu ngi1 roi.”

“U, thé miy c6 mo khong?” N6 khing khing,

“Khong.”

“Nighi ngoi thoai méi di.” N6 khuyén. “Mai tao s& hanh may mét ddy.”

Marnie khong hé dua. Ngay homsau, bt chdp troi mira tm t, nd rén t6i mét nghi v6i nhitng pha giao bong, né tranh, va phong ngur, chuan bi sin sang
cho t6i cho tran dau mdt choi mot voi Adam vao thir 2.

Thét khong may thir 2 clng la ngay dién ra trin d4u ctia d6i lacrosse nit. Vao gior an trua Marnie chia cho t6i mon sandwich chira d¢ tan cao - nghiia 1
bo lac va téo - nhién liéu cho chién thing, n6 bao t6i thé. Chleu h6mdé t6i xem hai hiép dAu tran dau ctia nd. Vao gio nghi gilta gio' n6 lon ton chay dén
va trit 1én t6i bai thuyét giang chudn bi vao gios chot, thé rdi ching t6i chiic nhau may mén va ti tién vé phia san tp cia doi nam, dé lai Vinny xir Iy tran
d4u ctia doi nit.

Khi dén noi, t6i thdy Huan huyén vién d ra vé sém nhur théng bao trude, nhung tat ca cac cau thi van con & d6, cling véi hang ta ngudi bén toa béo va
thém vai nguoi ban clia hq. To1da ndi voi Tomva Angela v¢ sy thda thudn, yéu cau ho gilt im Eing. Sau d6 t6i phat hién ra Kelly da phong thanh nghe
duoc chuyén d6 tir mdt cau thu va da lan truyén né di

Angela, Tom va vai nguoi khac gio cao mit khu hiéu: Nén Hin That Manh di, Hardy!

“Nghe ndy cac vi,” Toi n6i khi budc vé phia ho, “moi ngudi biét t6i khong c6 co hdi ndo ma.”

“Tién Ién di Jane!” Ia cau tra 1oi ctia ho.
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Adam, ltc ndyy dang dimg ciing v6i ban bé ctia minh céich d6 khodng 20 bude chén, fiéc qua vai nhin ching toi. Toi thay mimg khi lai thély théi d§ chién
tranh lanh 36 cﬁz} ho. Sau t(}i thir 7, 61 can phai duoc nhac ﬂcho nhé tai sao toi lai sap stra tur bién minh thanh tro dia. Hang loat nhitng 101 chong gheo va
cam giac dau budn chac chan s kéo theo sau do; t6i co thé chiu dung duge chuyén do, va roi doi lacrosse nam s& phai chiu dung nhirng cau hoi va binh
luAn clia toi.

Josh liing thiing bude vé phia t6i, deo mdt c4i cdi quanh cd va mang theo dung cu. “Okay, nha vo dich,” hin néi v6i t6i, “ddy 1 nhitng tim dém nho nhét
ma bon nay tim duoc.”

O mbn lacrosse ni thi chi ¢6 tha mdn moi phai méc d6 phong vé. Nhung trong tran ddu ctia nam thi ho dugc phép dénh chin va cac tinh hudng dién ra
bao luc hon. B6 bao ho Ia can thiét.

Tém dém hong rong thing thinh quanh bung ti va phai théit lai. TAm béo vé vai thi |m t6i trong nhur thé t6i da sin sang dé moc cénh vdy. Tam dém cénh
tay va khuyu tay thi khong dén n6i qua t€, nhung d6i gang tay boc dém, von chia ra khoang 6 inch ké tir ¢6 tay cua i con trai, thi lai khong 16 va long
1€o. Josh dat mii bao ho 1én dau toi va siet chit day. Toi o thé thay han dang cd kiém ché d€ khong curdi pha 1én.

“Jane cam thiy thé ndo?”” Hén hoi.

“Nhu Lancelot vay.”

Toi nhat gay lén va budc vé phia vach giao béng, biét ring ai do trong doi béo chi dang chup anh. Toi ¢ cam gidc mdt tim anh khé Ion khong chinh stra
Ve t01 som s€ duoc treo 1én trong van phong The Pipeline.

Adam gap t6i tai chit X & giita san dAu, nhin Ién nhin xudng toi trong b 4o gidp 1ong Iéo, 10i néi v6i Josh khi anh chang niy di theo ching t6i ra day,
“Tao khong nghi day 1 y tudng hay ho.”

“Ching ta da thoa thuan,” t6i bao hén, “T6i s& khong rén i, va rdi d4m con trai cac cdu s& khong rén ri, nhé chi?”

Adam gim gir cAu tra 1i va rdi quay vé phia Josh véi kiéu cach bi mat. “Bon tao s& thay phién nhau dem bong vé phia san déi phuong. C6 dy c6 thé
choi trude.”

“Hai ngudi dua ddy 2 Toi kéu Ién, tho niit vao giira hai ngudi ho. “Toi da bo ca nira ngiy hom qua dé thure hanh cac pha giao béng.”

“Poi ndo kiém soét cac pha giao bong s& kiém sodt tran ddu.”” Adam nhéc ti. “Nhung Jane d biét didu d6 i - Jane da nhic dén n6 vai lan trong cac
bai viét ctia minh.”

“Toi ciing biét 13 hom nay t6i khong c6 nhiéu co hoi. Nhung ching ta s& choi mdt tran theo cach ma ching ta da thoa thuén ban dau.”
“Chiéu theo y Jane vay.” Han nhtn vai noi.

“Y clia ching ta. D6 1a mot théa thudn.”

“Chiing ta s€ choi mdt hiép.” Josh noi. “10 phiit bong lan.”

“Choi 5 phit thoi.”” Adam bao Josh, nhur thé t6i khong thé sdng s6t qua 10 phut vay.

“Tha cho t6i di!” T6i ndi.

“T6i dang c6 ddy,” hin phan phéo lai, “nhung Jane lai qua kiéu hanh dé chap nhan.”

“Noi v long kiéu hainh,” t0i lam bam, tur hoi Bim thé ndo ma ching t6i lai hoa hop thé vao t6i thir 7. Toi dimg vao i tri, nghiéng ngudi xubng tir thit kg,
hai tay nam chat [y gy va trai rong ra, nhitng dot ngon tay cham dat. Xuat phat thap, duy tri thap, Marnie da dan t61. Gitt dau may phia trén qua bong,

“T6i sén sang r(‘Si, trong tai.”

“Cb ta lAm tao dién mit.” Adam ndi véi Josh, rdi budc vao vi tri, ciii nguoi xudng va ddi mét véi toi, dat gdy hng ddi keng véi gly cta 161 Josh diit qua
béng giita hai dau gy ctia ching toi, 1 lai, rdi tuyt coi bit du tran dau.

Chimg t6i kep chit, cao quét, kéo, day. San bong dang trong tinh trang tf}i t& vi tran mura ngay hom qua, lam cho viée Iy bong tro nén kho khén hon.
Bin bay tung toe. Hi vong duy nhat cua t6i I sur nhanh nhen va cai thue € 1a Adam cho rang t6i khong bict minh dang lam gi. Han khong bict rang &
truong cap 2, giao bong 1a sé trudng clia toi.

Toi xtic Ay qua bong,

“Chay di!” Phe bao chi gao lén.

Toi bay xudng san, nang niu gitr qua bong trong vot ludi cla cdy giy théing dimg ctia minh. Toinghe thiy tiéng Adam theo ngay sau lién d(;)iqtay dé than
hinh t6i chen vao giira han va cay gay. Nhung han nhanh qua. Mot pha thoe nhanh gon da hat qua béng roi ra r6i. Ca hai ching toi cting dudi theo no.



“Bong, bong, bong,” Khan gia gao én.

Adam chuan bi hot lay bong. Toi chua du gindé tranh lay, nhung t6i ¢6 thé hich vai va day qua bong ra khoi hén. Téi lao ti trude de dambong, N¢ lan
ra khoi tim gy ctia hin, thé rdi toi ngd viii miit xudng dit. “Oofl” Téi c6 thé ném thiy vi bin, cam thiy nd chay ngwoc vao trong quan sodc.

Adam quay lai, bo qua qué béng mot I, chia tay ra dé gitp ti dimg dy. Toi bo truon qua hén va nhanh chong thu hdi bong, Hin khong thé tin durge
diéu do.

“Jane choi ban!”

“T6i choi khon ngoan thoi. Adam khong nghe thy tiéng coi ctia trong tai, dung khong?”

Khong khon ngoan 1 & chd t6i im cho héin ndi dién. Bon phut sau hin ghi ba ban chéng vanh vao ludi ciia toi.

Toi c6 thé khang dinh nho vio nhirg tleng va chamnhe khi giy héin va vao gy t6i ring héin khong ngin chan t6i manh nhu hiin s& hm trong nhirng trén
dAu ctia bon con trai, va hén ciing cd gang tranh nhirng phén duge bao boc trén ban tay va canh tay toi. Ngay ca nhur thé, ngay mai ti van s& co ca triéu
nhitng vét bam, bao gdm ca nhitng vét na tdi tir tao ra nita khi ching t6i x6 ddy, va cham va nga dui dui trén bin dat. Hau hét t6i B ngudi ngd trén bin,

Toi quan sat niit héin va ¢ ging dur doan hén s& lao vé& hudng ndo. Toi xia va dap, nhung ¢b tay va canh tay héin qua manh, va toi thi choi hiéu quéa nhur
mot con muoi mat. Ca doi tdi chura bao gio chay troi chét nhw the. Gio t6i da bi dan 7 diém va trd nén tuyét vong.

“Tién lén di Jane. Dirng bo cudc, Jane!” Phe béo chi gao lén.

Bo cudc u? Toi u?

Trong mdn lacrosse nam, céc cu thii c6 thé ding co thé dé phong ngwr; nd glong nhu béng bau dyc vay - ban lao nguoi vao 601 phwong c6 bong va hi
vong hét ving anh ta v Bmanh ta nha bong ra. Gio Adam dang di chuyén vé khu cAm dia, tnnklembanthangthu 9. Toi s& cb du cach khéc, va ¢6 8
dleu ndy s& lim hin ngac nhién. T6i lao thang vao hin bing ca strc manh ctia minh. Co thé Adamkhong di chuyén lay mot inch, nhung t6i thi bay nguroc
vé phia sau nhur mdt qua bong bi ném thiing vao trdng gach. Trong mdt gidy dai déng ding toi ndm dai trén heng, mét nhin Ién troi cao. Tat ca moi bd
phan trong t6i déu dau nhirc.

Adam voi lao t6i. Mt héin lom lom nhin xubng t6i v6i vé lo ing. “Do 1 céi gi thé?”

“Mét pha can nguoi.”

“Jane ¢6 dién khong day?”

“C6 18.” Toi ding gy ctia minh dé dtmg ddy. Lic ndy bin da bao phi khp ca ngudi t6i ca phia sau va phia trude. Toi cam thiy nhur mdt con tho bang
chocolate trong L€ phuc sinh vay.

“Vn én déy chir, c6 ban?”” Josh hoi toi.

“Van thé dugc.”

“T61 nghil chiing ta nén dirng lai thoi.”” Adam noi.
“Adam san long chiu thua 22" Téi hoi lai.

“Cb ta phat o rdi.”” Hin n6i voi ban minh.

Nhung t6i khong hé. Toi da theo dudi dén chimg nay rdi; t6i i ngudi ludn hoan thinh nhing i minh khéi dau. Va t6i mudn c6 mdt ban thing, chi mot
ban thoi.

Nghii, nghi, nghi, t6i tur nhii. Gidr Adam da biét gi vé cach choi ctia t6i rdi ndo? Hin s& gia dinh gi vé t6i dé t6i ¢6 thé str dung nhur 1 loi thé ctia minh?

Lén tiép theo iy durgc bong, t6i ién khoa mit voi hin. Marnie ludn st dung miit khi thi déu, lira i thi béing nh it ctia minh. Adam nhin lai t6i, chém
chi, to mo, mit hin sang 1én véi vé thach thirc.

Trong mit gidy toi quén mét minh nén Am g Bo la mot cam gide ky cue, giéng nhur bj treo lo ltmg trong vong thoi gian cing voi Adam, gidng nhur khong
¢ ai khic ¢ do cing ching toi nita ca. Thé rdi toi chop mit gat di cai cam gidc la im do va liéc mit sang bén phéi, tp trung phia bén kia vai hén, ¢b
ging 1am hén nghi rang t6i s& lao vé& phia d6 nhur t6i van thuong Bm thé.

Diing nhur t6i hi vong, héin da mic kira t6i. Toi chéng chan tru va xoay vé hudng nguoc lai, thoat khoi hin trong mdt pha né tranh hoan hao. T6i c6 mot
co hdi lam ban rong mo, khung thanh chi cach d6 c6 10 feet nita thoi.

Thét nhanh chéng, nhu 4nh sang dwoc phéan chiéu, ciy gay ctia hin vung vao t6i trong mot pha chiin béng vong quanh.



C-réc! Han dap manh vio cang tay bén phai ctia t6i. Cam giac dau khimg khiép, t0i khong thé thd dugc. Qua béng tung ra va Adam lao t6i ly bong.
“Khong sao chir?” Han goi vi lai.

Toi git dau.

“Con hai phut nita.” Mot ai d6 ho 1én tir phia dudng bién.

“Xba bong di.”” Toi kéu lén dm 6p. Mt t6i nhire nhdi vi mrdc mit, va toi thdy mimg khi dudi theo Adam Ién giita san. Hai phit. Toi c6 thé tru lai & day
hai phut nita.

Thé nhung, ctr mbi lan t6i chin hén lai, canh tay toi lai cam thiy hai ciy gly rung lén nhu thé 16 lai bi tin cong ]an nita viy. Han ghi thém mot ban nita,
VA 61 biét rang t6i da bi don dén mdt co hdi cudi ctng. Nhung t6i cting da bat dAu nhin cac dong tac ciia hin tt hon, da hiéu ching trong nhur the nao
khi mét d6i mit trén sin d4u thay vi tir khan dai. Lin nay khi né tranh, t6i c6 bao vé bong, Khoang cach dé c6 thé ghi ban con xa, nhung toi van tién
hanh, chic miii gdy xuong, tung bong sang bén phia canh tay.

Vao!

Tiéng reo hd nd tung. Tham chi ca d6i lacrosse nam ciing v tay. Adam nhe ring cudi, mdt ny cudi toe toét, thoai mai.

“Choi hay Bm!”” Hin n6i, va gio hai ngén tay Ién kaim déu chién thing véi ti. Trong mot gidy ching t6i khoa nit, niit héin Bp lanh vé thoa mén, am phia
bén trong t6i cling toe hra theo.

Ching t6i choi thém nira phiit nita. Khi ngwoi bam gios ho “Hét gio” thi ty s6 chénh keh 12 11-1. Adam théo bo giing tay dé bét tay toi. Toi van giit
nguyén gang tay bén phai ctia minh va co gang khong nhan mat.

D01 bong, phe bao chi va ban bé tip trung quanh ching t6i. Tay mdy lop 11 ctia ching toi iép tuc bdm mdy. Adam théo il bao ho. Hién chi toat ti chit
md hdi, nhur thé vira rdi hin ¢ ngoai kia chéing m gi ca ngoai mdt cude di bo the duc vay. Toi thi @6 md hoi nhur mdt con lon, va glong nhu mot con lon
bi lan on trong bun. Thé khong c6 nghia 14 ve bén ngoai trong nhu thé ndo 11 vén d& 1on, 16i tr nhit. Toi thiy Kelly ap sat Adam, cubn sb ctia cau ta mo
rong va cay bit ¢ tu thé s&n sang dé viét, nhur thé cau ta dang viét mt cau chuyén thire sy vay.

T6i nhan dugc rat nhidu c4i vo trén lung va nhitng qua thyi 1én mil bao ho, va ngac nhién lam sao, rét nhiéu trong s d6 dén tir dam con trai ctia doi
lacrosse. Trong khi do Kelly ngdy ra ngim Adam bang doi it to tron mau xanh dwong, nhur thé mol mdt 101 hén thdt ra déu ¢ sirc mé hoac 1ong ngudi
viy. C6 nang cir lic la lic ic cai dau va cudi vang trude nhitng gi hén n6i. Ca hai nguoi ho ¢ vé rat thich thi véi cude ndi chuyén.

“Jane ndy,” Pablo ndi, “lim thé ndo ma Jane chura bao gioy phong van bon i giéng nhur cai cach ma ¢6 dy dang phong van Adam chi?”

“Diing ddy,” Billy xen vao, “t6i c6 thé rt thich thi voi kiéu diit cau hoi nhur thé.”

“Toi ciing ¢ thé rat thich thi véi kiéu tra 11 nhu thé.” T6i phan phéo, “thay vi nhimg cau lu bau cau kinh chi ¢6 vai ba tir.”

Billy lic dau va cudi In. “Co phai né dang tra 101 dau - nd dang ve van ddy. Toi da timg thiy vé mit d6 hang triéu lin trude ddy rdi. D6 I cai cach
Adamxur Iy ddm con gai.”

Vay t6i i céi thir gi chir? Toi tur hoi, va rdi bt dau théo cac dung cu ra khoi nguoi.
“T6i s€ giat sach nhitng thir nay cho cac ban, Josh &, va s€ tra lai vao ngay mai.”
“Khong cn déu, t0i s& xtr Iy chuyén do.” Josh néi va cam lay dam dém tir tay toi. “Jane nén kiém mot cai voi hoa sen nudc nong ni nhay vao di.”

Téi liéc xudng canh tay dang nhirc nhdi ctia minh, thiy mirng vi d méc mdt chiéc 4o T-shirt dai tay. “Dung 1 t0i can tim thit. Camon vi da am trong
tai”’

“Jane biét ddy,” Josh néi, “Jane lam cho doi truéng ctia ching toi phét dién lén.”

“T6i khong thé lam gi nhiéu vé diéu do, ding khong?” Toi hoi lai.

Adam liéc nhin 1én nhur thé hin cam nhan duoc ching t6i dang ndi vé& hin vay. Mat héin xudt hién mot vé khong chic chin. Josh khé bat cudi.
“Céi gi budn cudi thé?” Toi hoi.

“N6 nay, Jane ndy.”

Toi nhin vai va vay Adam bang tay trai “Néu Adam van nghi ring phong vién ching t6i lim cong viée d& dang, thi hy cho 61 biét néu c6 bao gid Adam
mudn viét mot bai.” Toi goi véi sang, 16i quay ngudi hudng vé phia phong thay do.

Toi s& khong bao gioy ndi cong viée viét lich d& nhur an banh, nhung chéic chin né s& dé lai cho chiing ta cam giac va mii d& chiu hon rat nhidu.
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Chuong 7

“Ching ta van chura trai qua nhitng nim con con choi thé thao trén san trurong 42” Ong ngoai hoi budi chiéu hom do6 khi t6i tap t2nh budc qua cira nha
cung voi Marnie.

“Ong ¢6 céi bing do ndo c6 in hinh ngdi sao trén d6 khong?”” Toi hoi, rdi tha ngudi ngdi thup xudng chiée ghé dau trong nha bép.

“That may 1 & cudi khong dién ra vao tuan nay.” Marnie néi véi ong ngoai. “Khong thi nd s& 1 mdt phit ddu ddy mau sic. C6 & ching ta nén chudm it
da Ién tay phai ctia n6.”

“Nhung tot nhat 1 nhét con vao trong ta lanh luon.” Toi dé nghi, bat dau cam thiy dau nhirc toan than.

Ong ngoai Iy ra vai chiéc ti nilon va nhét dy da vao d6. “Ty s6 cudi ciing | bao nhiéu?” Ong hoi.

“Marnie va dong doi thiing 14-10.” Téi tra 1i.

“Con Jane d4 ghi diém cho minh, 1-11.” Marnie thém vao va nhe ring cuoi.

“Bon minh cir hi vong I tao da ghi diém di. Sau trin ddu ngiy mai, khi tao bat dau dat cau hoi véi dam con trai, bon minh s& thiy.”

Nhung héa ra trén déu ngay thir 3 lai khong phai la mt cude thir nghiém ¢ 6t boi vi doi Tilson da c6 mot chién th.ang thuyét phuc. Thyc ra a toi chira bao
g0 nhin thay hang tAn cong va ca hang phong thi ciia ching t6i choi t6t dén thé. L& di nhién, dam con trai rit sin long ndi vé trén dAu. Piéu tiéu cye nhat
ma t6i ¢6 thé hoi chi 1 tai sao ho khong choi nhur thé ndy tir truée. Man trinh dién ctia Adam phai n6i la ngoan muc. Khi cac cau thi bude vé phia xe

bus cuia doi, c6 mot cAu noi dua kin dao rang c0 [ 61 lai phai chudn bi cho héin trude trdn ddu tlep theo.

Dén chicu thr 3 thi hau hét nhig co bip dau nhitc cta toi déu da bién mat, nhung toi van miic quin jean va mdt chiéc 4o so'mi cotton dai tay ngdy hom
do va ca ngay tiep theo. Toi bi danh dau bang nhitng vét bam tim, va cénh tay phai cua t6i thi I mdt ky quan trdn lan cac mau den, xanh va tim

“Tao c4 1 Daniel s& thdy nhitmg mau ndy rét d& truyén cam himg,” Marnie nhan xét khi nd nhin trom canh tay toi vao thir 4.

Budi chiéu ngay hom Ay t6i im viéc mudn & viin phong tda bao voi Tom va Kelly. Tai cude hop mit nhén sy dién ra truée d6 ching ti da quyét dinh
néu nhur Kelly thyre hién mot bai phong sur vé Adam thi n6 phai cong bang va viét bai vé nhiing van dong vién xuat séc nhat cua tat ca cac mon thé thao
trong trrdng. Nhur the thi rong cong viée s& nhiéu hon rét nhicu so véi mire nd trong doi, d6 la con chua ké dén cai thure € la mot nira trong s6 cac
nhan vat do6 1a con gai va vai g con trai thi nggn tiin va day mun trimg ca. Kelly danh quyét dinh tir bo y dinh ban dau.

Lic ndy n dang ngdi céch toi hai iy tinh, vat on v6i mdt bai phiém khéic vé céing tin ciia truong, Nhu thudong I trong ngdy han chét, Tom dang kiém
tra 1a1 toan bd cdng vi€c da dugc hoan thanh trén 6 dia. Toi hom do ching t6i s€ giri nd qua internet cho mdt nha in thurong mai nhd. 2000 ban s& duge
chuyén giao trudc gio an trua ngay hdm sau.

Bai bao cia t6i di xong, nhung t6i dang phéi vat 1on voi bai ctia Vinny, cd ging chinh sira sao cho né van 1 san phdm ctia cau ta nhung phai thuce sw ndi
duoc mot diéu gi d6 tha vi. Toi gic chan Ién canh méy tinh, mot chéng ban in dat trén di, va nga ngudi ra trén chiéc ghé tira yeu thlch, nhin chdm chim
vao khong gian - mot tu thé ra hiéu cho 0 nhitng nguoi biét t6i hiéu ring toi dang tp trung toan bd vao cong viéc va khong nén quay ray. Toi khong nghe
thiy tiéng Adam vio phong. Khi héin vd 1én vai toi, t6i ién nhay dung Ién, lim ca mdt dong gidy to d6 a0 xudng san nha.

“Oi xin 161, Han n6i, rdi voi thup xubng bén canh t6i dé nhit ching Ién.

T6i chura bao gity dé cho 1ii con trai nhit ho nhitng thir ma t6i ¢6 thé tyr minh Bm duroc, nhung lAn ndy t6i khong ctr dong, Sur xudt hién dot ngdt clia
Adam 1am t6i cam thay la Am - mdt dang mét phurong huréng. Thurdng thi tdi xAm nhap vao linh tho clia hén, nhung lic ndy hin dang dimg giita linh thd
cua toi, va tat ca moi thir trong phong duong nhur ty minh sap xep lai xung quanh han vay.

C6 18 12 t6i dd cim dau vao cai may tinh qué Ju roi.

“Nhitmg thir gy tos ndy c6 phi sap xép theo mot thir tur nio khong?” Adam hoi, van con ngdi thup dudi san, mit hén thip hon t6i mot chit va i ny
dang ngang Ién nhin 1.

“Khong C6. Téi khong biét nira. Ching i nhitng ban thao cii.” T6i ndi va nhan Ky chdng gidy tir tay hén.

“Cau Ay bi nhur thé mdi khi bon minh dén han chét ndp bai” Kelly bao hin.
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Adam git dau voi Kelly, rdi dimg ddy va md cai i thé thao ciia hin, 16i ra mdt kep gidy. “Toi chi dé lai c4i nay thoi.”

“Mot Ia thur nita cho Ban bién tap a?” Kelly hoi, mim cuoi voi hén véi ciip mit to tron nhu nhung lim ti nghi dén nhiing bong pansie. Toi doan bon con
trai thich nhur the.

“Thire ra n6 B mot bai viét.” Adam quay lai phia t61. “Jane da ndi bat cir khi ndo t6i muén viét... Toi chép nhan 1 thach thire.”
“Bai viét d6 vé cai gi thé?” Tom hoi v6i qua phong

“Chién thuat co ban vé mdn lacrosse,” Adam noi, “n6 la mot bai huong dan cho nhitng ngurdi khong biét v& mon thé thao nay. 'T6i nghi n6 c6 thé 1am cho
nhitng nguoi khong thuc sy 13 fan hdm md nhung van muon dén xem chiing t6i thi dau thay thi vi hon. Ligu anh ¢é ding bai viét ki€u nay duoc khdng?”

“Hoi bién tap vién thé thao cta t6i dy.” Tom tra Ioi.

“Chéc chan roi,” Toi néi, “P6 1 mot y tuong hay.”

“Minh c6 thé chinh sira ho.” Kelly d& nghi, rdi dimg ddy va v6i Iy cai kep gidy mi Adam dang cam. “Liic ndy Jane dang hoi cham tién d6.”
“Kelly, gi da qua tré cho 4n phim tuan nay roi.”” Tom chi ra. “Tuan toi Jane s& chinh stra nd.”

“Chinh stra 47 Adam Eip lai.

Toi gat dau. “Toi khong sira gi nhidu d6i voi cac bai viét ciia khach - chi kiém tra chinh ta va sy chinh xac vé ndi dung, thé thoi.”

“Toi biét toi viét gi.”” Hén noi.

“T6i chi dam bao |z Adam s& n6i nhitng gi ma Adam thire sy mudn n6i thoi”

“Minh ¢ thé liéc qua ho cau, Jane a.” Kelly n6i, “va dua nd vao muc én khuon. Adam c6 thé nhin thiy no trong thé ndo trong cot bao. C6 thé cau dy s&
201y vai tam hinh tir ngudn huu trit cua ching ta phtt hop véi bai viet cling nén.”

“Bai phiém ctia em da xong chira?” Tom hoi Kelly.
“Emdang dinh in ra day.” No tra 1oi.
Tom liéc qua t6i. “Tiy thudc vao em ddy, Jane.”

“On thoi. Tuyét.” Toi noi, roi quay ki vi cong viéc clia minh. Kelly ngly cang am t6i céu tiét hon. VA t6i cang byc minh hon nita vi sy c6 mit cia
Adamai ¢6 thé pha vd sy tap trung ctia t6i dé dang dén thé. Liic nao bon t6i cha ¢6 khach; nhung viéc phét 16 ho di chua bao gio kho khan véi tdi ca.

To6i tap trung vao man hinh trude niit, doc bai viét clia Vinny 1An thir mdt triéu. Toi xodn mdt lon toc trong tay cho dénkhi ngodn tay t6i bi mic ket. Toi lai
20 10 ra, r0i kéo that manh. “X0 ra ndo, Vinny,” toi lam bam, X0 ra ndo.”

Adam phé 1én cudi, va toi lai nhay dung Ién in nira. Hén dang dimg phia sau t6i, doc qua vai toi.

“Xin 161, Hén n6i, miéng van cudi toe, “Jane dung 1 dang cang théng that.”

“That tuyét khi diéu d6 dén tir mot anh chang c6 dom lira xanh luc trong nit mdi khi anh ta cm Ién mot chiéc gdy lacrosse.”

Adam nhin chéim chéim xubng t0i. Trong mit hiin c6 mot anh séng xanh lyc nhe nhang dang lp Hnh. Toi voi quay tré lai voi min hinh cta minh. *“Toi nghi
Kelly da san sang roi day.”

“Xong 101 dy.” Kelly da kéo mdt chiéc ghé dén canh minh. Adam ngéi xudng, va né chi cho hn cach xem lai mot bai viét, rdi chuyén dbi sang phan
memclia chung t6i. Toi quay trd lai voi bai viét vo phurong ctru chira vé doi lacrosse nif.

Vai nguoi trong toa bao noi t6i da qua tan tim va mét qua nhleu thoi gian v6i cong viéc cua minh, nhung 6ng ngoai da luon noi ring cong viéc cta mot
bién tap vién khong chi 1 viét cho xong, ma 1 dem dén didu tt nht qua giong vin ctia nguoi viét. Va didu d6 mit thoi gian - voi Vinny thi 13 rét rat
nhiéu thoi gian.

DOt nhién t0i nhin thy minh can phai im gi: chi can don gian 1 thay doi trdt tur ciia ba doan van, 0i 6 thé giit nguyén xi nhimg gi Vinny viét ma vén c6
the thé hién mdt sy trong phan thi1 vi. Téi day Ong tay 4o 1én va bat tay vao viéc. “Ping, ding, dting,” T6i lam bam trong lic nhin miia xudn dang n¢ hoa.

“Oi trdi oi! Jane!” Lai A Adamnita.

“Gintra?” Toi lzflm bam trong lic than phuc cai caichrrrﬁ bai bao hién ra trén man hinh, ty chiic mirng ban than vi da 1a mdt thién tai trong finh vurc bién
tap. Toi cam thay Adam ding canh t6i. “Adam quyét tdm xen ngang cong viéc cua toi, ding khong?”



Khi thay hén khong tra 10i, toi lién ngéng 1én nhin. Hén dang nhin clﬁn} ché;n vao céanh tay toi. Vét bam. Toi voi kéo dng tay o xuéng. Nhung hin nim
lay canh tay phai ctia toi va tir tr, can thin day ong tay 4o lén. Mt han thé hién mot vé khong thé nao tin dugc.

“Cha c6 chuyén gi I6n ca.” Toi noi.

Trong hén nhur thé bi ai d6 tang cho vay. Han nAng niu canh tay toi trén mot tay va tay con lai ra nhé nhe trén da toi.

“T6i nhé khi chuyén nay xay ra. Toi d4 ngin Jane bang mot pha quét vong, Tai sao Jane khong ndi gi? Tai sao Jane khong dimg trin d4u lai?”

“T6i luon két thic nhirg g minh khoi mio.” T6i nhin vai.

Vin con giit canh tay bAm dép cta t6i trong mdt tay, hin ddy ng tay 40 con lai ctia t6i én. T6i c6 thé nghe thiy héin hit vao that sau.

“Khong dau don gi dau. Toi n6i. Pidu d6 thi dung - camgac dau don cudi ciing da roi khoi mdt cach ky dicu, gidng nhur céi an t6i Ién 5  va ong ngoai
da hon Ién cai dau gdi troc da cta t6i. Nhung khong g10ng lic 4y, 1an ny t6i cam thiy mot cam gidc nhire nhdi moéi la va sau thim, mdt ndi dau xuyén
thang vao trong con nguoi toi. Toi nhén thirc dugc timg diém mot noi ngon tay Adam cham vao canh tay t6i. Liéu su diu dang ma nguoi khac dem lai khi

ho namtay ban c6 thé thure sy lam ban dau dén?

“Toi & bi bam im. Bao cho cu ta biét di, Tom.” Toi n6i, wéc g Adam nhin noi ndo khic di thay vi toi. “Bao ciu ta di.” Toi kp lai khi Tom ngdi lai trén
ghe vai vé mat dam chiéu va khé do thuong thiy cua minh.

“C6 gai ndo ciing dé bj bam tim.”” Tom ndi, nhay it voi toi.

Toi nut tay ra khoi tay ciia Adam va kéo dng tay 40 xudng.

“Nhung Jane bi bam tim d& hon 1 cau nghi d4y.” Tom tiép tuc ni véi Adamy, giong anh trd nén nghiém tic, “ca bén trong lan bén ngoai.”
T6i v6 Ay con chudt va click vao nit print, mimg vi ¢6 Iy do dé bién sang phia bén kia phong noi chira cai méy in.

Adam lai ngdi xubng canh Kelly. C6 ning doc to timg phén trong bai viét ctia héin trén man hinh, khen Fy khen dé, va thii thye mi noi, nhimg gi t0i nghe
dugc ding Ia rat kha.

Toi kiem tra qua ban in cta minh 0 hru file lai, nhung trf 6¢ ca toi thi 4 & dau d6. Nhimg cude khau chién mat doi mit cua t6i v6i Adam khé an toan
khi t6i con chic chan han la mot tay van dong vién tur cao tur dai cho rang ta ddy I nhat va kho chap nhan 161 chi trich. Nhung gio khi da biet han c6 thé
tr6 nén yéu dudi dén mirc nao, biét hin quan tim dén nhimg nguoi ma han cam thay minh ¢4 trach nhiém nhur thé nao - nhu véi cac dong doi va tham chi
12 ké ca t6i - thi t61 dOt nhién ciing cam thay yeu duoi theo.

Negay khi trao dia cho Tom, t6i ién tam biét ca ba bon ho va chay bién khoi do.
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“Stacy!” Toi kéu Ién, ngac nhién khi thiy chi lic dét xe may qua cai cong & ngd sau. Stacy dang ngdi trén cai ghé du - mdt bang ghé duoc treo trén mdt
khung hinh chit A.

“C6 chuyén gi thé? Moi ngudi dau?”
“Me emdang hoc. Ong thi dang bét d4u chudn bi bita tdi. Ho noi thr 4 em vé nha mudn.”

T6i dung chan chong xudng va coi ba 16 16i demnd dén chd chiéce ghé du. “Chi lai dén salon nita,” Toi quan st, “phong cdch m6i.” Téc chi da dugc
kéo bong murot ra phia sau. “Quay lai xemnao.”

Stacy quay lai, khoe vai t6i mdt bii toc dwoc cubn chit & phia sau gay.

“Rét sanh soi.” Toi néi va ngdi xubng canh chi. “Travis da thdy chua?”

Stacy gt dau. “Anh 4y thich kiéu nay.”

“Con chi?”

“Ghét.”

“Vay thi ding dé kiéu ndyy. Néu nhur Travis thich bui toc thi bao anh ta di ma bui.”

Stacy bat cuoi. “Em ludn lam moi viéc trong ¢ vé dé dang, Daisy, nhung su thit khong nhu the.”” N6i 1di chi mAn mé mdt cudn tap chi c6 birc anh mit
6 dau trén trang bia.

“Pén gior chic chi phai co ca mdt thu vién nhitng cubn nhur thé nay rdi.” Toi noi.



“Chd salon tang chi. Ho cuc ky tir t& véi chi nhé.”

“Véi hrgng cong viée ma gén day chi tao ra cho ho thi ho con ¢ thé tang chi ca thé mua bao dai han duoc éiy chir.”

Stacy ddy chiéc ghé du bang mdt chan. “Trong khi ngdi chd am toc, chi dd dién bai tric nghiém nay.” Néi rdi chi m quyén tap chi ra,

Toi nghiéng ngurdi dua vao chi dé xemno I cai gi. “Cac ban sinh ra 6 phai dé danh cho nhau khong?” Téi doc to lén. C6 mbt danh sach cac cau hoi
voi nhiéu Iya chon kéo dai dén tan trang sau; vai cau tra 101 ¢ dugc khoanh tron bang mau myc do, mot vai cau khac bang mure xanh. “Mau ndo 2
chi?”

“D0,” Stacy tra 101, “Travis la mau xanh.”

“Travis dién c4i nay 42 T6i ngac nhién hoi lai.

“Khong, chi dién cho anh dy.” Chi ndi. “Anh 4y hoan toan c6 thé doan dugc. Chi tra 10i cho anh 4y con dé dang hon cho chinh minh.”

“Pé xemndo.” Toi doc Iwdt qua cac cau hoi va tra Ioi.

“Néu nhur dot nhién ban duoc thira huong 10.000, ban s&:

(a) Péu tur nd vao thi treong chimg khoén.

(b) Gri tiét kiém.

(c) Mua cho ngudi ban doi ctia minh mot mon qua cuc ky dét gia.

(d) M6 mbt bira tiéc cho tAt ca cac ban bé ctia minh.’

Stacy da khoanh tron (a) bing miu xanh - Travis s& dau tu s6 tién d6 - va ca (c) va (d) bang miu do - qua va tiéc ting 1a sur lya chon ctia chi. Piéu do
duong nhur diing véi 161, va t6i nhan thiy minh trong mot gidly tir hoi liéu Adam s& chon cau tra 1o ndo, rdi voi vang ddy ngay y nghi d6 ra khoi dau.

Trong khi t6i doc lwdt qua cac cau hoi thi ng ngoai ra nhdp hoi cuing ching toi. Stacy giai thich bai tréc nghiém cho 6ng, rdi chi vao mdt bang ké 6. “O
day 1 chd phan loai diém. S6 diém cao nhét c6 thé dat duoc 1 50, c6 nghia I ciip d6i d6 dugc tac thanh tir thién dudng.”

“Thé chi vi Travis dugc bao nhiéu diém?” Toi hoi.

566"’

“0.” Vay hai ngudi ho duge tac thanh tir dau day? Toi tw hoi.

“Con biét dy Stacy, ng khong bao gio tin vao méy thr kiéu ny.” Ong ngoai ndi vi chi. “Y 6ng khong phai la cac con khong nén tir hoi chinh ban thin
minh. Céc con nén chi y dén dii chi i nhimg mauthuannho nh6 va nhitng nghi ngd mé cac con ¢6 thé ¢6, tir d6 quyét dinh xem liéu ching c6 y nghia gi

d6 hay khong, Nhung 6ng s& khong lo Fing vé cai bai tric nghiém nay.”

“C6 I& chi nén du ng ngoai dién cai bai ndy xemsao.” Toi goi ¥ Stacy. “Dé 6 -6ng chon nhitng cau tra 101 cho 6ng va ba ngoai, va xem xem ho két doi thé

nao.” Toi quay sang ong ngoai. “Me n6i i hai ngudi hoan toan khéc nhau, ring ba khong thich thé thao Fim con 6ng thi chéng phai fan by ciia nhac giao

huong chut nao.”

“Ciing ding” Ong tra 10i. “Nhung 6ng ba tan huong sy khac nhau & ddi phurong.” Ong cti xubng nhd mit bui co. “Hon nita, dng ba c6 mdt dau hidu
chéic chén cho thay 6ng ba sinh ra 1a dé danh cho nhau. Chi it thi d6 ciing I nhimg gi ba con da tuyén bb.”

“La gi thé?” Ca Stacy va t6i ciing ddng thoi Ién tiéng,
“Khi 6ng hon ba, cac ngén chan ctia ba quéip lai”

Stacy va t6i theo ban ning lién nbéc chan 1én ghé du va ndm Ay cac ngon chan. Ong ngoai cudi vang, quing nhim co sang bén, 1di quay tré vao nha
beép.

“Okay, Daisy.” Stacy lén tiéng va cuoi khiic khich, “nhdm it lai va twéng twong em dang hon ai d6 di.”
“Thé tht ngd ngAn.” T6i n6i. “Chi im di”

“Khong, ca hai ching ta.” Chi giuc.

“Visao?”

“Théi nao, Dais. Lamdi!”



Toi nhim it lai va tudng tuong ra canh minh hon Daniel. R t6i néim Ay céc ngdn chan, dambao I ching déu dudi thang. Nhung ciing trong ltic d6 hai
ban tay dang nhe nhang om ]ay it 61 va giik t6i thit gan dot bién bién thanh 1tay cua Adam Ngay lp tirc mi mt t6i md choang ra va t6i fic hinh anh d6
ra khoi dAu. Toi van chura sin sang dé biét cac ngon chan ctia minh nghi gi vé Adam lic nay.

Ban dang doc truyén I Do (Tinh Yéu Dich Thyc) dugce tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chuong 8

Vao gid an trua ngly thir 5, t6i dang hrdt qua mdt chdng cac chii dé ma dang 18 t6i phai doc trude khi vao gior hoc tiép theo. “Dang 1§ tao khong bao gio
nén déang ky vao 16p lich sir danh nhan.”

Marnie cin trom mdt miéng sandwich, mit liéc dé chirmg c6 Wong, vi tht thur di thurong ctia ching toi, ngudi co thé & phia sau chong tap chi nhung van
¢6 thé ngiri thiy mii thit hun tron voi lia mach. “D6 [ nhimg gi may dat duoc,” Marnie dap lai, “vi da ¢ xép may ra khoi Iop Céc van dé vé stre khoe
voi y td Hatchet.”

“A, ciing c6 téc dung, ding khong?” Toi nhe ring cudi véi n6, “Cudi cling ciing dén rdil Angela kia.” Toi ndi khi nhéc théty Angela budc vao thur vién.
“Dang I8 bao da phéi dén day tir mdt gior trude.”

Angela lich qua nhitng chiéc ban gd. “Tin 1 nong hoil” N6 thong bao 10i tha hai & xubng cho t6i va Marnie. T6i tim Ky mot td. “Camon Ang..” Toi 4
khu, choang vang trudc nhitng gi nhin thiy trén trang nhat. “Cai gi thé nay?”

Marnie pha én curdi nggt ngho.

“Hardy va Logan d6i nit” 1a tiéu d&. Mot tAm hinh by chang & trang nhét chup Adam va t6i trong mdt pha mban ¢d dién ctia lacrosse, ca hai déu
mang v& mit v cling dir doi.

T6i trb méit nhin to bao. Mot tim anh hai hude trong d6 t6i Jim lem bin dét va tréng c6 vé dién cudng, treo trén turdng ciia vin phong td The Pipeline 1
mot chuyén; chuyén nay thi hoan toan khac. Marnie van cudi nggt ngho.

“Nhiéu anh hon & trang trong,” Loi chi thich hira hen.
Toi voi gior cc trang, Mot bai viét tom tit lai trin dAu md dau cho trang thé thao:

Géy kéu rang réc va bin bay ttr tung khi hai d6i thix truyén kiép Hardy va Logan ra san vao chiéu thir 2, nguoi ndo ciing quyét tim triét ha ddi thi - hay it
nhéat thi ciing phai im cho d6i thi cAm mdm lai.

“Cai nay khong phai Vinny viét.” Toi noi. “Ciing khong phai Kelly.”

“La Ellen.”” Angela bao toi.

L4 céi dtra 1op 11 da thay doi bao thiu mon tennis - dd phan boi.

“Va Samnira.”

“Sam!” Toi kéu Ién. C4u ta 1 phong vién mbén bong chay ma t6i d3 hudn luyén vao ndm ngodi.

Nhung t6i phai phan (g trude chuyén ndy nhu la chuyén dia vay. Ma nd cling chi la thé thoi, moi ngudi bén toa bao da co chut thoi gian vui vé. Marnie
khong thé ngimg cuoi, va t6i biét moi nguoi trong trrdng theo ddi mdn thé thao ciing s& thiy khodi chi v chuyén ndy. Toi da timg v6 ctng kho chiu khi
tré thanh muc tiéu trong sur kién ngaty Ca thang 4, vy tai sao gio chuyén ndy lai c6 cam gidc qua riéng tu thé nhi?

Toi quay trd lai voi trang nhét. Toi thure sy d& mang vé mit dién cudng, quyét tim dén thé sao? D6 ¢6 phai 1 nhitng gi Adam nhin thiy khong?

“Bao hom nay bi chdp giat dién cudng & cang tin ddy.” Angela bao bon toi.

“That tuyét.” Toi ¢b nan ra mdt nu cuoi.

“Thoi, con & cubi ciing,” Angela ndi rdi hudng vé phia c6 Wong, Téi liéc 1én nhin chiée dong hd trong thur vién, 1di king 1§ dimg dy cét tra lai chdng
sach.

Marnie nhin t6i. Cudi cing n6 ciing da ngimg cudi. “Jane?” N6 goi khi t6i quay trd lai va nhit ba 16 1én. Tiéng chudng vang lén. “Tao dwa may dén 16p.”

“Khong can dau.”
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Thét may miin | Marnie qué hiéu t6i va biét khi ndo thi can phot k nhig gi t6i n6i. Toi thay mimg 1 n6 di clng vi t0i khi ching ti quay trd xudng
hanh lang gitta cac ta deé do.

“Anh tuyét lim, Jane!” Ai d6 kéu lén.
“Camon.”

“Tran tiép theo 1 khi ndo thé Jane?”
“T6i s& cho moi ngudi biét.”

Ching ti 1& & cudi duong va bude xudng ciu thang. Toi nhin v& phia trude va suyt nita thi bude hyt bude tiép theo. Adam va Josh dang di vé phia
chiing t6i. Chung t6i gap nhau & chi€u nghi gitra hai dot cau thang,

“Chao hai ngudi.” Marnie noi.
“Chao Marnie, chio Jane.” Josh dap lai. m diéu than thién thai qué trong giong n6i ciia hdn canh bao cho 6i biét 1 ¢ chuyén khong 6n chit ndo.

Doi mit ciia Adam ciing vy - chiing mang mau séc ctia mot khu vinh trong con bio. Nhung giong néi ctia hén thi lanh king. “Ban dem dén diéu ngac
nhién hiém c6 day, Jane.”

“Y Adam 14 bai bao vé trén d4u giira t6i va Adam 4y a?”

“Liéu ¢6 con sw ngac nhién ndo khac ma t6i nén biét khong nhi?”” Han hoi véi vé cing thing,

“T6i khong thé nghi ra diéu gi.”

“Tbt,” Han dap lai, “boi vi toi da gip dii réc rdi voi Hudn luyén vién roi.”

“Réic 161 4 - vi chuyén g?”” Moi ngudi dang chen 1in x6 ddy tir phia sau, c6 ging d& virot qua chiing t6i. “Adam dang ndi vé& chuyén gi thé?” T6i hoi.

“Khi Huén luyén vién roi san tap sém thi 1§ ra ching t6i phai tap trung bong lai va 161 khoi d6. Cac ban khong thé choi trén sén truong ma khong co
Huén luyén vién hay gido vién nao c6 mit. Ai ciing biét diéu d6. Khi bon toi pha luat, bon toi khong hé nd 1én cho ca truong biét.”

Toi quay sang Marnie, n6 gt dau. “Do6 1 quy dinh - vi Iy do an toan.”

“Thay hiéu phé ciing khong hai 1ong.” Adam ndi tiép.

“A, khong c6 nhiéu thir c6 thé lam thiy hai long.” Toi nhin xét.

“Thay ¢6 mét & vin phong van dong vién khi t6i bi goi dén. Noi rét nhiéu vé kha ning linh dao, xay dung mdt tim gurong,”

T61 bi x6 manh tir phia sau. Bén dira bon toi b ¢ép chat vao nhau.

“Hay nhin vio mét sang ctia vin d&,” t61 n6i, “ft nhat thi ching ta ciing biét duoc ring thiy Yelton ¢ doc béo trurdng va quan tim dén thé thao.”
Mit Adam long Ién. “Do I tit ca nhimg gl ban quan tim dén - dwoc ngudi khac doc!”

“Xin 16i?”

“Pugc chi1 y, tao ra duoc tiéng vang” Han néi tiép. Lic nay hin dimg quéa gin, t6i ¢6 cam tudng nhur thé i phéi ngira dau ra m6i nhin thiy hén.

“Toi nghi moi chuyén giita ching ta d& khé hon,” hén tiép tuc, “nhung cudi cting hoa ra ban am bt cir diéu gl dé ngudi khéc chu  dén ban. Ban khong
quan tdm dén nhitg hau qua co6 thé giy ra cho ngwoi khac.”

“Binh tinh lai di,” t6i tra 101, 1Oi I lai mdt budc 1én bac thang phia trén dé t6i ¢6 thé cao hon héin. “Adam dang phéan tmg hoi thai qua 1di day Va hay
thire 1ong vé chuyén ngudi ndo thich duoce chil y di. Ai ciing vy thoi, nhung khi ta dat duoc didu d6 thi ta phai chiu ca mit xAu va mit tt cta nd. Toi ky
vong va chép nhan bi chi trich, di [ tir thy hiéu pho hay ai khc di ching nita. D6 da 1 nhiéu hon nhimg gi t6i ¢6 thé ndi rdi.”

“U, ding thé, chi it thi t6i ciing khong gai biy ngudi khac.” Adam dap lai voi vé gian dit.

“Adamnéi thé voi y 1 gi?” Toi thach thirc hn.

“Toi nghi'y ctia n6 1a...” Josh Ién tiéng, ¢6 giing xen vao.

“Y i a t6i khong khiéu khich ngudi khac dé nhan duoc cai phan tmg mé t6i c6 thé in thanh bao.” Adam ndi tiép.
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“C6 I8 hai ngudi nén ndi vé& chuyén nay sau,” Josh goi y, “khi c4 hai da binh finh hon.”

“Toi khong Iy ngudi khic ra m trd dia,” Adam tiép tuc, “T6i khong dia gion v6i cam gide ctia ho va sir dung didu d6 dé tao nén mdt cu chuyén hay
}10'7’

“Va Adam nghi rang t6i da lam diéu d6?” Toi kip lai, cam thiy bi ton thirong va hoang mang,
“Hai ngudi c6 thé tranh cii sau duge khong?” Josh ndi. “Ching ta s& vao 1op muon mat.”
“Khong sao,” Toi tra 104, “T6i da ndi tit ca nhitng gi phai n6i réi.”

“Quén chuyén do di.”” Adam néi.

Chng t6i di virot qua nhau. Xudng hét cau thang t6i hing ho 1& tréi.

Marnie thi r& phai. “May di dau ddy?” N6 hoi.

“Pén van phong Hiéu pho dé nhéan 16 va xudng nude tir t& voi Ong gia La hét. Tot hon hét may hay chay di khong 1a s& phai nhan gidy phat dén mudn
day.” T6i bao no roi voi vang di vé hudng van phong ctia Ban giam hiéu.

“Jane, cho da,” N6 kéu Ién phia sau toi. “Cho dal!”

To1 dung lai va xoay nguoi.

“Tai sao may khong n6i véi Adam Ja miy khong biét gi v& bai bao?”

Toi khong tra 1oi. Toi khong chic nira.

“Tai sao khong cho cau ta biét ring miy ciing ngac nhién ching kém gi c4u ta va ciing ching vui vé gi voi chuyén d6?”

Toi nghich ngom dng tay 4o, dy n6 kén rdi lai kéo xubng canh tay bam tim ctia minh. Han c6 thé ndi dién véi t0i d& dang dén nhur thé. “Liéu ¢ tao ra
diéu gi khac bigt khong?”

“C6 I8 Ia rat nhidu.” Marnie tré Ioi. “Chuyén lm xim vé Huln luyén vién va thiy higu phé chi | chuyén lim xtm, chi B mot Iy do dé ndi nong thoi. Tao
nghi van d¢€ 1a Adam coi su kién 1an ndy qua riéng tu.”

“Hin coi tit ca moi thir déu riéng tur ca.” T6i bao no.
“Tét c4 moi thir ién quan dén may.” Marnie chi ra, i voi vang chay dén 16p tiép theo.

Thiy Yelton van nhu cil. ﬂﬁy thuyét giang toi vai phut, rdi bao t6i tiép tuc duy tri cong viée xudt sic vai to bao va 16i viét cho t6i mot mau thong béo
deén 16p nuon ma khong bi cam tic.

Phén con lai trong ngiy t6i bi tréu choc rat nhidu, va toi tur hoi khong biét Adam phai don nhan nhiing gi. Toi ciing tw hoi khong biét 6ng Clarke s& ndi gi
néu nhu dng nhin thay bao tuan ndy.

Thét may mén hom nay la ngay ddi lacrosse nit thi dAu, va ca doi bdng chay namnita. C6 ca mit tran tennis, vi thé t61 ban i mit tdi miii sau gio hoc,
chay tir noi nay sang noi kia, n6i chuyén véi cac phong vién cuia minh va tranh niéit ddi lacrosse nam. Khi ti vé nha chiéu mudn hom ay, ng ngoai dang
nau an con me thi dang hoc nhur thurong I6.

“Stacy goi ddy,” ong ngoai bao toi, “chuyén gi d6 vé viéc thir vy cho phit ddu vao ngay mai. Con nén goi lai cho n6. Bao ciia 6ng dau?”” Ong hoi.
“Dang dén day.” Toi n6i, rdi mo khoa ba 16 ra.

“Con ¢6 email ddy, con yéu.” Me goi vdi ra tir phong an.

Toi dira bao cho ong ngoai, 16i ngdi xudng canh me dé nhan email. Toi nghe thdy 6ng ngoai cudi pha ra ngit ngho.

“Ong nho tiéng mot chiit duoc khong?”” Toi cau nhau.

“Anh dep déy, Daisy Jane! Ong mudn mdt tim c6 chit ky d& tang ctia con va Adam Ong s& treo n6 bén canh hinh ctia Cal Ripken va Johnny Unitas.”
“Ong cho xem dam anh bén trong di.”” Toi Aim bam, 1di click md hop thr.

MOt trang cudi ﬁmin&a 16 ra da kéo me t6i ra khoi ghé Me dén dimg canh 6ng ngoai va doc. Thé rdi me ciing bét du pha ra cudi. “D6 1 ¢ con gai
bé nho cua con day,” me ndi, “vo cting ngot ngao va day gia vi.”



“Vang, vang,” Toi dap lai, click con chudt lién tuc. Thu ctia Daniel hién ra trén man hinh.

“Jane than mén,

Viét nhanh cho em - dang chés dém thach cao kho. Déng 3-D ctia anh dao ndy tuyét cti méo; wde gi emc6 thé thy ching. Em giri ngdy cudi va ngiy
dien ra vii hoi mia xuan qua som, thé nén anh quén ghi lai mat. Xin 16i vi anh khong thé dén. Dong y v nhirng dicu con lai. Anh hi vong chuyén nay s&
khong lam emrdi loan gi nhicu.

Daniel.’

“Pan 6ng 14 db can ba.” T6i n6i to lén.

Ong ngoai va me nging Ién tir t& bao.

“C6 bao gdm ca Ong gia khong ddy?” Ong ngoai hoi.

“Tin x4u 42 Me héi rdi dén dung sau hung t61, dt tay Ién vai t6i. “Me doc duge chir?”

“Chéc chdn roi.”

Me doc luét qua cai thu trén man hinh, 1di nhe nhang nhin xét. “Cau ta khong chudn bi tim ly cho con nhiéu nhi”

“Con khong can phai co ban hen dén budi \ h@L” 101 ndi voi me,"‘vé con cling k}léng can ngum ho t(“')ng,dén 18 cudi. D sao '[hl con cling s€ di va vui
choi thoai mai. Nhung thai d9 ctia Daniel bat dau lam con cam thay buc minh. Han thét thieu suy nghi. Han... khong quan tdm dén nhitng nguoi khac.”

“Céu ta con tré,” Me noi, nhe nhang cham vao mé t6i. “Miic dit me biét ring n6i thé ciing khong lim con cam thiy kha hon.”
“Thé nay s& lam con cam thiy khé hon.” T6i n6i, i click Daniel quing vao thing réc.
Ban dang doc truyén I Do (Tinh Yéu Pich Thyc) dugce tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 9

Toi phai dén xem va viét bai v& trin d4u ctia doi lacrosse nam vao chiéu thir 6, vi thé Stacy hen véi tho may vao chidu mudn hom Ay va ndi ring chi s&
ddn t6i tir san bong,

“Sao chi khong dén som?” Toi goi y. “Adam s& thi dau ddy.”

Stacy chua bao gios ¢6 himg thit vi thé thao, vi thé t0i khong nghi chi s& tham gia xem trén déu. Nhung t0i hi vong chi s& nhic chuyén ny véi Travis hay
me Adarp va aido 6 nha ha“}n sé danhra dqqc cht it tho1 gian. Vi sao chuyén Adam dugc gia din}l ung hd lai quan trong véi toi dén the, dac bict 1a sau
nhitng dicu dang ghét ma han da ndi trén cau thang - 6, d6 1a mot dieu ma t6i khdng mudn nghi dén.

Chiéu hom sau Stacy lam t6i ngac nhién khi xudt hién vao g0 nghi gidi lao gitra trén dAu. Toi vira moi hoan thanh xong mdt cude phong van chép nhoang
Vi Grizzly va dang ngdi trén khan dai ngay phia sau bang ghé ctia di nha. Vinny thi dang ngdi phia sau bang ghe ctia doi thi voi chi thi la phai tap trung
vao 16i choi ctia d0i phurong, Ngay ca khi chien hroe nay khdng phat trién duge kha nang viet tap trung thi chi it nd ciing ngan céu ta khong dam thim
thup 1én hung toi.

Kelly va Angela ngdi ciing v6i t6i, va chinh Kelly i ngwdi da phat hién ra Stacy dang bude di doc theo dudng bién.

“Cb gi kia 12 ai thé nhi?”” Kelly hoi.

“Y cau la ngudi vira moi ludt vao Ay 42 Angela mim cudi hoi lai.

Hoémnay I3 mdt ngay miia xuén hiu hiu gié thél khi mi nhig bong hoa rung roi la ta xu(‘)ngﬂnhu nhimg canh hoa gidy miu tring va hong. Con gi6 lam méi
toc do ryc cua Stacy trd nén hoang d va chice véy ngan cua chi gan nhur khong the gilt thang xudng dugc. Chi bude doc theo dudng bien, miit tim kiem
61, khong nhan ra cai thure € 1 nhimg khan gia 1€ ra khong duoc phép di tho than xuyén qua cac cau thi khi ho dang chun bi d¢ vao tran. Bam con trai
trong d¢i bong nhin chi voi vé mit to mo. Toi vay tay dé chi chiy va kéo chi ra khoi san dau.

“Hi Daisy.” Chj kéu én vui vé.

Adam ltic ndy dang n6i chuyén véi Hun luyén vién, ngay Bp tirc quay lai.
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“Xin 16, chi ndi, rdi bude lch qua khe ho nhé xiu gitta Pablo va Josh dé buéc 1én khu vire khan dai va ngéi xuéng bén canh t6i. Hai bon ho quay nhin
nhau curdi nhin nhd. Adam xoa xoa giy va quay trd lai cau chuyén voi Huan luyén vién.

Toi idi thiéu chi ho ciia minh cho Angela va Kelly va di nhién, phai giai thich vé cai tén Daisy. Stacy ngdi xudng ghé va liéc nhin mdt hrot cac ciu th.
“Ai ]a Adam?”” Chi hoi. “Tét ca bon ho trong giéng hét nhau trong miy c4i non do.”

“Mii bao hd.” Kelly nhe nhang chinh lai.

“Meic 40 thi d4u mau tring, s6 24.” Toi ndi va gio tay chi trong khi dam con trai bt du ra san. “Ban ctia Adam, tén i Josh, s6 15.”

Stacy dimg ddy. “Tién Ién di, Adam!” Chi gao Ién. “Cho ching biét choi bong a thé ndo.”

Vi dtra con trai trén bang ghé du bi quay lai nhin chi.

“Khong c6 nghia 1 chi biét choi bong 1 thé nao.” Chi n6i rdi ngdi thyp xudng bén canh toi.

“Chi s& theo kip thoi.” Kelly noi.

Toi chic chin 1 hi vong nhur thé boi vi miic dii trong vo cing ménh mai, Stacy van ¢6 thé phong dai giong ctia minh thanh cai kén béo swong .

Lii con trai vao vi tri xuét phat, con Grizly thi gao 1én nhiing chi dﬁn vao phut cudi va nhirng 10 khich 1. Hai cau tht giao béng cii rap xq(‘)ng trén gy
cua minh. Trong tai dat bong gita ho va Iti lai, va nira sau trdn dau bat dau. Ching t6i thua trong pha giao bong nhung da nhanh chéng cat ngang mot
duong chuyen va dwa bong lén sin d6i phrong. Angela cép nhét cho Stacy vé nhimg quy dinh co ban ctia mbn lacrosse trong khi t6i nguéch ngoac ghi
chut vao so tay.

“Nay!” Stacy hét Ién khi Adam ning dugc bong va mit cu thit phong ngwr ¢ ghing chiin hin lai. “Thé 1 khong cong bang! Cau ta c¢6 can cAu dai hon.
Tai sao chir, cdu ta c6 thé ding nd dé vo!”

Toi giai thich cho chi I nhirng vi tri khac nhau thi str dung nhirmg dung cu khac nhau. Chi im ing trong mot phit. “Thing bé d6 danh Adam! L3i rdi!”
Stacy lai gao Ién, va nhay dung dy. “Loi roi, ump! Phat dé!”

Grizzly liéc qua vai nhin vé phia chiing t0i. Angela nhin t0i, doi it den nhay mia voi tiéng cuoi. Mac dit Stacy rat béo vé cho Adammdi khi bj pham 16,
nhung dan dan chi cling quen véi tinh chat bao huc cua tran dau, va khi ty so ctr giing co qua lai, chi trd nén khat mau khi chiing t6i dang tién hanh phong
ngu.

“Giét ching dil”” Chi hét 1én véi Adam khi héin chiin mt cau tha d6i phurong lai. “Tong vao hong né ay!”

Chi tiép tuc lam ngudi dau tro cho tran ddu cho dén tin hiép d4u thir 4. “Tdng bong vao dé! Bit n6 an bong dé!”

Tir khoe it t6i ¢6 thé nhin thiy méy dtra con trai trén bang ghé du bj dang cuoi.

Khi trén d4u chi con lai 3 phut vaty s6 dang hoa, phan con lai cia dam dong ciing tré nén khin troong. Huén luyén vién, vn da gam thét sudt ca 4 hiép
dAu, budc vao giai doan dién cudng cudi tran. Thay ctr ngdi thup xubng, rdi lai lao 1én, 6m Ay dAu, vung tay loan xa.

“Emnhin anh ta kia!” Stacy cudi pha Ién nhur thé ndy gidr chi vin ngdi yén ling vay. “Trong nhu kiéu chinh anh ta dang tham gia tran d4u khong bing ”
“Ding thé dAy,” Toi noi. “P6 I Grizzly, Huan luyén vién trudng ctia bon em”

“Grizly, 1 giu 4y 47" Chi hoi.

“Thay mang ho Gryczgowski.” Toi giai thich.

“Oi, thé thi con & hon I Olstenheimer nita.”

“Lén ndo, chuyén sic qua!” Marnie kéu lén.

“Sao anh ta lai am thé?” Stacy hoi.

Toi nghi chj dang n6i dén cu thii tin cong gdc clia ching t0i. “Boi vi cdu ta da mat binh tinh va ¢0 ging tur minh lim tit ca. Ching ta can phai tim kiém
nhitng pha cat bong va kién nhan hon.”

“Khong, y chi Ia tai sao Huln luyén vién ctia bon em lai téng cé mdt cbe nude vao mit minh éy.”

“Cung ly do thoi.” T6i bao chi. Tir phia xa, ti thim hoan hé Adam khi hiin cit xuyén qua khu trung tuyén va nhanh chong nhan duoc dudng chuyén vira
i



“Vao!” Angela va Kelly gio Ién. Pam con trai bén dudng bién nhay nhot loan xa. Con dam trong san thi tong ndm d4m Ién troi. Pablo thui vao kg
Adam

“Adam vira moi ghi ban.” T6i bao véi Stacy. “Bon em dang dan 1 diém.”

“Géu dang 6m tat ca moi ngudi.”

“Y chi la Grizzly 47" Téi hoi.

Céc cau thi sap doi hinh cho pha giao bong “Tién Ién, chiin ching lai!”” Angela hé hao. “Chén ching lail”

“30 giay!” Huan luyén vién gao thét vao dam cau thit, xoc tay vao méi toc ndu day cop xoan tit. “30 giay!... 25... 20...”
Stacy cting dém It voi thiy.

Doi ddi phrong nhanh chong chuyén béng, Khu trung tuyén ctia ho 1p thanh rao chéin cho cau thi trung vé ghi diém
“Josh!”” Huén luyén vién gao kén.

Josh chén cu sit lai bang chan, nhung mdt cau thi khac vot duge bong va chuyén ra cho mdt cau thi cit bong, cau thil nay quat mdt ¢t stt thir hai nhuw
trai pha. Josh lao xuong, truot dai trén bung va chian qua bong lai. Tiéng coi vang lén. Ching t6i thang!

“Bit kip chi saunhé, Stacy.” T6i ndi, roi nhay xubng san bong dé bét dau phong van.

Céc cude phong van déu dién ra tr6i chay. Man trinh di’én cta ching toi khong tot toan bo 4 hiép dAu, va cac cau thi thanh thire vé chuyén do. Nhur
thuong 1€, Josh cho t61 nhitng trich dan hitu ich nhat. Han tura vao t6i mot cach thoai mdi, cang tay dat trén vai toi nhur the t6i Ia mdt cai gia cho han trong
khi ching t6i n6i chuyén va t6i thi ghi cht lai. Khi ngang Ién, 61 thay Adam cach d6 khoang 15 feet doc theo dudng bién, dang nhin cham cham ching
tO1 Josh ciing nhin thay hin va t6i nghe thay Josh kh& curoi.

“Céi gi budn cudi thé?” Toi hoi Josh. “Va dimg c6 tra 11 ‘N6 ndy, Jane nay’ diy.”

Josh curoi nhén nh6 voi t61 ma khong tra loi 10i bude di. Toi tién vé phia Adam, nhung Kelly da v duoc hén ngay trude toi. Khong c ¥ nghia gi khi cd
gang Jam mot cude phong vAn chimg ndo ma ¢4 nang con ¢ do va xoay chuyén tAt ca nhimg cAu ndi ctia ching t6i theo chiéu huréng tich cure, dam bao
dé cho Adam biét n6 hdm md hin dén chirng no. Toi tiép tuc budc vé phia Huan luyén vién, nhung Adam da tim ldy canh tay toi. Han voi tha ra ngay -
¢6 18 hin nhé ra d6 14 canh tay bi bam - va tim 4o kéo toi lai.

“Sao Stacy lai & day?”” Han hoi.

“T6i ru chi dy.”

Hﬁn quan sat to1 mot lat, Yé mat dﬁy tO rrr‘); T6i co6 cam glac héin hai long vi chi da dén nhung s€ khong bao gio thira nhan diéu d6. “Sao Jane lairt chi
ay? Chi ay khong thich thé thao. Chi ay chang bict gi vé thé thao ca.”

“Chi 4y biét Adam.” T6i tra 1oi. “Chiic mirng chién thing, T6i s& gip dé hoi Adam vai cau sau, duoc ch?” Téi liée qua Kelly rdi tiép tuc budc vé phia
Grizzly.

“Chao Huan luyén vién.”

“Hi Jane.” Thay mim cudi voi doi mit ndu Am ap. Mai toc sim xodn tit van con uét nhep vi mot trong ddm cau thi da do mot tach nude da mimg chién
thang Ién dau thay. “Em muon biét gi nao?”

“Xemnao, em co thé ding vai 161 binh ludn chung chung v€ tréin dau va né dong gdp nhur thé nao véi phan con lai ciia nia gidi, 161 em cd mot vai cau hoi
cu thé nira.”

“Ok con ga den.”

Trong khi chiing t6i n6i chuyén, t6i khong nhan thiy Stacy da dén dung canh t6i - nhung Hudn huyén vién thi ¢6.

“Huin luyén vién,” To1 ndi khi nhin théy thﬁy dang nhin chi, “Pay 1a Stacy, chi ho ctia em, va Ia chi dau twrong lai ctia Adam.”
Huén luyén vién cudi va bit tay Stacy.

“Rét vui duoc gip anh, Grizzly.” Chi noi.

Long méy ctia Hudn luyén vién dung Ién, r6i mit thiy ciing ip Enh nu cuoi.

“Bon em khong goi thiy 1 Grizzy trude mit thay.” Toi bao Stacy.



“Oops.”
“Nhung - nhung c6 thi ¢6 thé.” Hudn luyén vién noi.
Stacy cham vao cb tay thiy. “Cam on anh, Grizzly. O déy that vui.”

“Cémon vi d dén xem Adam thi déu.” Thay kh& dép lai. “Toi da hi vong ai 6 trong gia dinh cAu Ay s& dén ddy. Cu Ay B mot cau thit xuét sic va la
mot dira tré ngoan. That ho then cho ho khi bo qua céc trdn dau ctia cau ay.”

“Piing 1 ho then.” Stacy dong .

Dot nhién c6 mot khoang king dai. N6 nhu thé ho mudn ndi chuyén voi nhau nhung khong thé nghi ra diéu g dé n6i. Toi chd thém mdt gidy nira, roi bt
dAu phong vin Huén luyén vien. Thay tra 10 toi, nhung trong khi noi, thiy cir liéc nhin Stacy nhu thé chi ciing himg thi voi nhitng diém sang ciia trdn ddu
vy - that budn cudi. Thé rdi t6i liéc nhin sang bén: Stacy ding 13 tréng ¢6 vé mé mén that!

Pém cau thi quay trd vé phong thay d6, nhung Huén luyén vién tié,p tuc n61. Toi chua bao g moi duge nhiéu trich dan nhur thé nay tir thiy trude day.
Ba chung t6i chdm rai budc ra khoi sdn bong va hudng ve chiéc cau ndi lién cac san thi dau phia trén va phia dudi. Adam dang cho chiing t61i & do.

“Camon vi da dén, Stacy.” Han néi khi Stacy nhin thdy hén. “Thét | mdt ngac nhién thi vi.”

“Em choi tuyét Bm, tuyét ci meo!”” Chi ho t6i bao hén, i bude 2 bac thang Ién cau va 6m chim ]éy hén. Adam mim cudi va 6m chi, hai canh tay Iuc
lrdng vong quanh nguoi chi.

T6i nhin chiim chiim vao hai canh tay va ban tay khoe manh ctia Adam, nhé lai ching nhur thé nao khi héin can than nim Ry tay toi. Stacy ¢& ngudi ciing
gﬁn nhur t6i, va t6i nhin chi trong xirng nhw thé nao v6i hin, b vai ctia chi vira van thé nao dudi bo vai ctia hén noi m guong mit chi khé cham vao
chiéc 40 d4u.

Toi bube minh phai liéc nhin di chd khac, va phat hién ra Huén luyén vién cting dang nhin hai nguoi ho vdi ve thich thi ching kém. T6i c6 mdt cam gidc
it 1a i nay thay khong nghi ‘v6i hai canh tay nhur thé kia, ching ta c6 thé tap trung hon vao nhitng cti chin xoay vong ctia Adant’. C6 khi Huén luyén
vién khong hé nghi v& Adam chit ndo, ma lai nhén thiy Stacy trong ra sao trong vong tay ctia mot anh chang c6 chidu cao va hre ludng gidng minh.

Liéu ngudi ta c6 thé phai 1ong nguwdi khac nhanh dén thé khong? Toi tur hoi. Té hon - ti da phéi long mot gi ma ti da timg nghi ring s& khong bao gior
hoa hop dugce hay sao?

Bbn ching t6i tiép tuc bude di, Huén luyén vién véi Stacy, Adam véi t1. Toi tap trung vao cubn s6 tay, hoi Adamnhimg cau hoi, nguéch ngoac cu tra
104, ¢ gang khong danh méat ban than. Adam vo tinh cham vao t6i. Hai Ian. T6i wdc gi han lai cham vao t6i 1an nita.

D6 I do thoi tiét, t6i tyr nhi. D6 12 do cai khong khi nhe nhing cta thang 4 da dem dén nhitng diéu ky la cho tit ca ching toi nhur thé. Ai biét duoc diéu
i s& xdy ra khi thang 5 t6i chur.

skoksk

“Chi c6 thé bat diéu hoa 1én khong?”” T6i hoi Stacy ngay khi ching t6i chui vio trong xe.
“Chi ciing thiy hoi ndng.” Chi n6i, rdi bt cong tic.

Khong ai trong hai ching t0i néi i trén duong dén salon vay cudi.

Gianelli’s i cira hang dong bong nhét ma toi timg vao, véi nhitng chiéc ghé tra boc lua xép rai rac, vai chiée s pha trong phong thir do, va mot phong
vé sinh ¢ nhitng dia xa phong dugc cham trd nhur nhitng bong hong,

Ngudi tho may, ngudi da bién ddi cai vy ctia Stacy, treo nd va tim mang che mit 1én trong phong thir dd cho ching t6i. Stacy thir mic vao, va t6i dimg
d6 miéng ha hic.

“Trong chi... dep khong tudng twong duoc.” Toi néi. D6 1 sur thit, va cau nbi cia toi ngay p tirc im Stacy rom rém nude mét.

“Dep ngay di ndo.” Toi bao chi. “Chi biét chi i ngudi duy nhét c6 thé lim em khoc sut sti m.”

Chi mim cuoi va lau nurée mit. Nguoi tho may - mot phu nit voi mai toc ngin mau xam va déi kinh it ¢t to b - nhin Stacy mot lwot nhur 1 mot bire
tranh ma ba ta vira hoan thanh. “Hoan hao,” ba ta ndi, “tat ca ching ta can Iic nay ki bop vao mot chit.” Néi rdi ba ta gitip Stacy coi vy ra rdi gilip t6i
thtr vay cua minh, mdt cai vo boc bang lya mau tim

“Daisy! Em dé 1am gi v6i minh thé nay?” Stacy kéu toang Ién khi thdy cac vét bam cta tOi.

“N6 s& trd lai binh thudng trong hai tuln nita.” Toi trdn an chi.

“Lam on c4n thin vi ban than di. Hay nhé budi biéu dién ballet dau tién ctia em.”” Chi canh bao.



Budi biéu dién dau tién va ciing 13 cudi cing. Vo ngiy trude ngdy t0i phai trong vao minh céi vay xoe hoa dinh sequin, t6i da thir li chiéc xe dap ba
banh ctia minh xuong 5 bac thang bang xi méng, Toi van tham gia durgc budi bicu dién, nhung khi toi nhay va xoay nhanh, nhimg miéng bang gac dan rét
chiic da bung hét ca ra.

“Dumg lo,” t6i bao chi, “em da c6 mdt c4i xe tdt hon roL.”

Ngudi tho may bt dau kéo va ghim. Trong khi ba ta i hii v6i cai vay thi Stacy ngdi xuong trén chiéc 80 pha doi, ngam nhm t61 va rang 3. “Chi s€ cho
emmdt 101 tién doan, Daisy. Tat ca nhitng anh chang doc than trong I8 cudi s& phai ngim nhin em va r6i yéu em dién cudng,”

“Vi du nhu ai?”” T61 hoi. “Nguoi ong ho c6 mdt cai TV di dong ctia Travis 4?”

“Em biét ddy,” Stacy tiép tuc. “Chi d mudn cac phit dau phu ctia chi méic méu hong, Nhing chiée vay dai miu hong”
“Chj da mubn diéu do tir khi lén 8.”

Stacy gt dau. “Travis s& khong cho phép dau.”

“Dé em doan xem. Anh ta nghi ring mau hong s& turong phan véi mau téc ctia chi.”

“Gidr chi m6i thay Travis néi ding, Mau tim trong that tuyét voi em.”

“Sao mi anh ta n6i ding dugc chir?”” Toi cii lai. “Anh ta ¢ biét ring em s& I phit dau chinh khi bét chj phai am thé dau.”
Nguoi thy may liéc 1én nhin t6i, nhwén mot bén miy, rdi lai quay trd lai véi cong viée ctlia minh.

“Hay chd cho dén khi Adam thiy em” Stacy n6i tiép. “N6 s& nghi méu tim trong that hoan héo véi em cho xem”

Toi da c6 khong nghii vé chuyén Adam c6 thé nghi gi boi vi t0i khong mudn diéu d6 dnh huéng dén toi. Khi quan diém ctia mdt gl con trai ¢ anh huong
dén ban, ban s bat dau lam nhitng di€u ma ban han s& khong bao gio lam trurde do.

“Sao ma gia dinh Adam lai khong dén xem Adam thi dAu chir?” Téi hoi.

“A, ho I nhitng ngudi vO cing ban ron.” Stacy néi, ngé hng ra ghé va nhin 0 qua gong. “Ho ¢6 rat nhicu céc vy im an phai tham gia, cac sy kién tir
thién, nhitng cudc quyén gop qui chinh tri, cdc budi hda nhac, nha hat - ho udn luon di dau d6.”

“Néu ho c6 thoi gian cho tit ca nhimg chuyén do thi ho ciing phéi 6 thoi gian dén xem mdt trén déu chir,” t0i béo chi. Vé dit dfi trong giong noi lm
chinh ban thén t6i ngac nhién. “Y em 13, Adam duong nhu rat vui khi chi 6 mit ¢ d6.” Toi thém vao.

“Chi cho 14 chi ¢6 thé nhéc dén chuyén ndy voi me cia ciu ay ’ Stacy ndi, 101 Mo i x4ch ra iy ra mdt hop m mong tay. Mong tay ciia chi khong can
phai lAm gi nita ca; ching da duoc cit stra vai lan mdt tudn dé c6 thé & hinh dang hoan hao cho 1€ cudi. Nhung Stacy luén luén nghich ngom v6i dam
mong tay ctia minh khi c6 diéu gi 46 1am chi bdi rbi.

“Adam va cha duong khong hoa hop cho im.” Chi n6i. “Ong Clarke dai loai d cAm trich trong ngdi nha d6.”

Travis ciing s& nhu thé khi hai ngudi vé& song chung mot nha, t6i nghi.

“Ong ta mu6n Adam dén hoc & trurdng Oilman, ca ong ta va Travis da hoc & d6.” Stacy tiép tuc. “Di nhién, 6ng Clarke s& chi tra hét. Nhung Adam tir
chdi loi dé nghi va diéu d6 da khong troi qua mdt cach on théa.”

“Sao Adam lai tir chdi?”” T6i hoi. Oilman I trudng ton gido tot nhét ¢ Baltimore, mt trurdng toan con trai voi mot san trrdng hoanh trang va chirong
trinh hoc rat tot, d6 1a con chura nhac dén mot doi lacrosse siéu khing nita.

“Chi khong biét.” Stacy tra 11, rdi lai nhin vao mdt c4i mong tay. “Ngoai trir viéc d6i khi chi ciing cam thiy muén néi khong ”
“Chia?”

“Chi luén vuot qua dugce chuyén do,” chi noi, 1o dﬁy cai hop sang mdt bén. “Daisy, trong emdep qua.”

T6i quan sat minh trong gwong, Nguoi thg may da im mot cong viée than ky.

“Thét kinh ngac,” Toi dap lai, va bét chap cai quyét tim khong duoc nghil dén, t6i van nghi vé& nhimg gi Adam c6 thé s& n6i khi hin dan t6i di doc theo 16i
dinha tho trong céi vay trong mo ndy.

Ban dang doc truyén I Do (Tinh Yéu Pich Thuc) dugce tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.


http://ebookfull.net

Chuwong 10

Séng chii nhat Marnie ghé qua choi boi tan gau. Ching t6i choi ném bong rd ¢ ngd sau va ndi vé budi vii hoi tuan t6i, budi vii hoi ma ca hai ching t6i déu
khong c6 ban hen ay.

“Chinh xac thi chuyén gi da xdy ra voi Daniel?”” N6 hoi.
“Tao bao may rdi con gi. Tao da quéng hén vao thimg rac dién tir.”
“May khong bao voi tao 1y do tai sao.”

Toi thre hign mot ¢ ném wa thich tir chd giam x6c trén con ngd. “Co vé nhur hiin quén ghi lai ngdy dién ra vii hoi va dam cudi vao lich. Gios thi héin da c6
ké hoach khac.”

“Hin diing 14 ludn c6 cach quén di nhimg gi ngudi ta hi vong hén s& hm”

“Tao biét,” Toi noi va chuyen ndy bong cho Marnie. “Van dé I, tao da nhin thiy héin doi xir véi bon tré nhd ¢ hoi trai nhur thé no. Mot nira thoi gian
hén ctr cham chém chi muyc vao nhimg thir cta chinh ban than hén, han khong dé tam chit nao dén bon nho. Tao khong bict vi sao tao lai timg nght han
sé khac di doi voi tao.”

Marnie thl_{c hién mdt ct nhay némbo’pgr tir ria mdt cai hd on. Vi, bang - xuyén qua o va binra ngoai thing rac. “Yéu la mi quang.” Marnie noi, i
mo canh cong vao san nha ba Bean d¢ lay lai qua bong,

“D6 khdng phai 1a yéu. 6 1a...” T6i nhun vai
“Syr thudn tién?” N6 goi y.
“Sbng & hai thanh phd khéc nhau khong thé nao 1 thuan tién duoc.”

“Trir khi may thich khoang céch.” Marnie thim do, rdi quiing qua bong cho toi. “Trir khi may cam thdy an toan hon mdt chit néu ¢ khoang cach gitra
hai nguoi.”

“Y may la g?”
“V6i bdn miy diam gitta hai ngudi va v6i ci cach Daniel xir s moi viée thi s& khong c6 nguy co ndo miy s& phu thude vao hin ta, ding khong?”
Toi khong tra 1oi ma chi dap bong déu diin va thip trén san, am nhitng vién soi tung ra.

“Jane,” Marnie noi tiép, “miy biét may ghét chuyén nguoi khéc gitp do minh thé ndo con gi. May biét viée phai phu thude vao ngudi khéc m miy so
hai. Theé nhung véi Daniel thi khong c6 nguy co d6. Han ta hoan toan khong dang tin cay chut ndo.”

Toi git dau va tiép tuc 1é bong, nhur thé dang ¢b ging choc thing mot ci 6 trén nén bé tong vay. “Doi khi tao wéc gi may khong hiéu tao dén thé.”
“Nhung tao hiéu, va dii sao thi tao ciing i dira ban than nhét ctia may.” N6 n6i, 1di bat cudi va cudp ly bong tir tay toi.

Chung t6i choi tity tién kiéu 1-1, va mot lin nira bong lai roi vao trong san nha ba Bean. Chiing t6i dudi nhau chay qua canh cong, x6 ddy nhau va cuoi
vang. Toi v& duge bong trude, va Marnie co gang xody n6 khoi tay toi.
“Giao béng,” Mot giong trim tram vang lén. Bon t0i ngéng Ién, Huén luyén vién dang dimg trén ctra sau. Chi it thi ciing |2 mdt phién ban ctia Hudn huyén

vién.

Thiy chura cao rdu, va nhimg lon toc sam & mot bén dau - c6 1§ 13 bén ma thiy da ndim dé xudng khi ng - thi xep kép va ndm theo hudng trong rat budn
CUOL Chlec quan Jean - cainay bo chat hon bat ky thir gim thay da timg meic dén 16p thé duc - thi thing | 16 chd, va chiéc 40 khoac mong thi son xo xac
§codva ong tay. Thiy budc xudng cac bac thém 6m cde ca phé nhur thé nd 1 mot hé thong ning da sur sdng vdy, va 18o d&o theo sau 1 con méo qua
kho clia thay.

“Chao Big Mama.” T6i chao con meo.
“D6 1 con méo mi thiy d nhét trong ngin kéo ban dy 4?”” Marnie hoi khi ching toi cling quy xudng dé numg nd.

Huéin luyén vién gat dau rdi ciing cti xubng canh ching t6i. “N6 thich dwoc gii & ch nay nhat.” Thity n6i trong khi c4c ngon tay v cling nhe nhang chay
quanh phia sau tai ctia con meo. “Va dudi camnira - phai khong bé yéu.” Thay rari.



Big Mana nim Jin ra.
“O, ding rdi, may thich thé nay.” Huén luyén vién n6i, giong thiy rit diu dang, “May thich dwoc gii cai bung xinh xén nay.”

Marnie liéc sang t5i, mdi bam chit, 6 ging khong phé ra cudi. Toi tur héi khong biét c6 phai chinh Huén luyén vién da chon céi bang tén hinh trdi tim
dang treo ing ling trén chiéc ddy c6 cua con meo hay khong,

Chung t6i dé Big Mama ngiri ngiri ching t6i, rdi choi diia voi bung va cam ctia nd khi né dudi nguoi dai ra mot cach thoai méi trén nén bé tong nong
Huan luyén vién dirg day. “May c6 ban mdi 16i,” thdy ndi véi con meo, nghe ¢ vé hai long, roi hudng ve phia garage ctia ba Bean, rdi lai xuat hién trd
lai sau vai phit véi mot cai coi va mot tui hat co.

“Thay can bon em gitip khong?”” Toi hoi.

“Cam on, nhung khong can dau.” Thiy n6i. “Pay 1 mdt phan trong c4i thoa thudn thué phong - t6i gin nhu khong phai tra ti tién thué ndo. Hon nira, t6i
thich cong viéc nay.”

Khi thiy bét du cao, con méo nhom dimg ddy va nhéy Ién dinh c4i hing rao coc dé nhin. “Giam sat vién ctia t6i ddy.” Thiy mim cudi bao voi bon toi,
101 quay lai lam viéc, mom khe kh& huyt séo.

Marnie va t6i quay trd lai khu ngd va choi mit vong ngua 0. Ching t0i moi chi vira bt dau trén thir hai thi mot chiéc xe hoi r& vao khu ngd. Tay tai xé
dang lron trai roi lai phai, dién cudng tranh nhitng céi 6 voi. Toi khong biet d6 1 ai - khong ai trong khu ngd ctia ching t6i 6 mdt con Mercedes, va hinh
anh phan chiéu ctia cdy c6i va bau troi Ién ctra kinh ram lam chiing t61 khong nhin durgc vao bén trong xe. Marnie va tdi vdi chay vé phia hang rao, nhung
ti xé da durng lai va d xe chinh gjita ngd. Mot canh cira mo ra.

“Travis!” Toi kéu lén.

“Coi chimg cira xe. Pimg va n6 vao hing rao ddy.” Anh ta néi khi Stacy va Adam budc ra tir phia bén kia.

“Nay Daisy,” Stacy kéu lén phén khich. “Bon chi vira méi chon giy cho emdi trong I& cudi va ngay lap tirc ghé qua dura né cho emddy.”

“Khong phéi i mot y tudng hay ho gi.” Travis nhin xét. “Khong c6 chd db xe trén con phd nay, va khong c6 trong ca khu dan cu nay.”

“Hom nay I thir 7, va moi ngudi déu ¢ nha.” Toi giai thich. “Travis, day | ban em, Marnie.”

“Rét vui duoc gip anh.” Marnie ndi. “Chao Adam.”

“Chao Marnie, Jane.”” Adam noi va tién vé phia bon toi. Han dua t6i mot hop gidy. “Toi mirng khi khong phai 1 nguoi phai tap ténh long vong trén cai
thir nay.”

“Daisy, chi tim dugc mdt cai ti xach tuyét cii meo cho emnay,” Stacy noi. “Chd cho dénkhiem tlﬁy no.”

“Coi chimg cira xe d4y.” Travis nhic chi lin nita.

Stacy 16i ra vai chiéc i dung d6 va bét dau loc qua ching

“Chao Huln luyén vién.” Adam goi vi sang,

Huén luyén vién vay tay nhung van & nguyén chd.

Dau Stacy dot nhién ngang phét Ién. “Hi Grizzly.” Chi ndi, trong c6 vé ngac nhién khi nhin thy thay. “T6i khong biét 1 anh song ¢ day.”
“M6i chuyén dén thoi”

Adam giéi thigu Travis voi Hudn luyén vién, ltc ndy thiy da budc vé phia hing rdo, vén con cam cai cdi va bét tay Travis. “Chic mimg, Chic nhimg
diéu tot dep nhat trong ngay I 16n.”

Travis git d4u va liéc nhin 1én ngdi nha ctia ba Bean. “Nha dep im,” anh ta n6i. “Khong ¢6 gi nhiéu dé trang hoang.”
“Thie ra thi t6i chi thué ting 3 thoi.”” Hudn luyén vién gii thich.

u().”

“O d6 thyc sy khong c6 gi nhiéu dé trang hoang,” Huén luyén vién mim cudi noi.

“Pay ndy Daisy.” Stacy ndi, tay nhdc ci ndp ra khoi mdt hop dung, “Cai tii xach ndy déng dé chét im Em nghii sao?”

“U, 4,...” T6i nghii n6 trong giong hét Stacy: dugc im bang satin miu tim, cling tdng méu véi chiée vy ciia t6i, rong khoang 6 inch va ¢6 hinh trai tim.
Mot bong hong to bang satin mau tim duoc khau vao chinh giira trai tim, va nhitng cai la mau bac dinh sequin chia ra tir nd. Mot s¢i day bén véi cac mim



tua duoc dinh vao cai budu u lén ciia trdi tim, dé t6i ¢6 thé deo cai tdi 1én vai.

“Tuyét.” Toi ndi dbi, cm By céi i xéch tir trong hop khoe voi Marnie. D 1 ci tiii cudi cling trén ddi nay ma t6i chon. Nhung day 1 1B cudi ctia
Stacy, t6i s€ deo n6 néu nhur chi muon t6i lam the. “Camon! Cam on nhicu lam.”

T6i chép durgc hinh anh Adam dang nhin t6i, it 4nh 1én vé budn cuoi.

“Stacy,” Travis noi, roi cam ly cai tiii xach tir tay t6i. “Pay 1 thir toi tan nht anh timg thiy.”
Tét c4 moi ngudi quay sang nhin anh ta.

“Y anh a g?” Stacy hoi lai, nghe c6 vé ton thirong

““Anh vira n6i roi ddy,” Anh ta dp lai, “N6 giong nhur céi gbi hong hinh tréi tim v6i vien déing ten ma em da chon dé dumg nhén. N6 ciing giong nhur cach
sap x€p hoa mau xanh-va-hong ma emda goi y dé trang tri ban chii hon vay.”

“Hoa méau xanh va hong van nd cling nhau trong viron sudt ddy thoi.” Stacy Iy luan.

“N6 ciing gidng nhu dam gidy dan tudng toan hoa 1 hoa mi emdé chon dé dén phong tim dudi tang, Toi tan.”

“Dém gidy dan tudng c6 thé 1a 16 thoi.” Stacy thira nhan, “nhung nd d& thuong. Anh biét em I loai ngudi da cam rdi ddy.”

“Pa cam I mit chuyén; khong 6 khiéu thim my i mdt chuyén khéc.”

T6i cam thiy mudn da anh ta mdt phat. Toi c6 thé nhin thiy tay Adam ndm lai, giéng nhu mdi lan nhimg cau hoi clia toi am hén ndi gian.
Huén luyén vién nhin Travis chim chim mot lat, rdi n6i. “O, i con rt nhidu viée phéi im” Rdi quay trd lai phia bén kia san.

“May d4y,” Marnie thi thao v6i toi tir phia sau. “Travis trong s& xAu xi im néu c6 mdt c4i cdi cim trén hng”

“Khong 6 céi gi goi i khong c6 khiéu thAm my ca, Travis,” Stacy bao anh ta. “Chi don gian 1 ¢6 rét nhidu gu thim my khac nhau thoi.”
“A, thAmmy ctia em chéic chéin 1 khac biét rdi, khac biét hon thdm my ctia hiu hét nhitng nguoi ban s& tham gia 18 cu6i ctia anh.” Anh ta néi.
Toi da nghe dii rdi. “Anh c6 mudn ding nd khong?”” Téi hoi Travis, tay chi vao céi i

“Chéc chin 1 khong roi.”

“Tét,” Toi dap tra, r0i giat iy n6 tir tay anh ta, “viy em toi co thé ding rdi, Stacy. Em s& ct n6 ciing d6i gidy vao trong nha. Cam on vi da demno6 qua
cho em.”

T61 quay vao nha cting véi hop gidy, va Marnie Iing € theo sau toi.
“Jane,” Adam goi vdi theo sau t6i, “Cho da.”

Téi tiép tuc budc di.

“T6i mudn n6i chuyén voi Jane,” Han noi.

I3
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“Toi vira mbi bi déy vao mot tim trang 01 & thure sur day.” Toi canh cao héin khi da dén bac thém ctra sau nha ti.

“Lam nhur t6i da timg bao gid thiy Jane trong tAm trang vui vé khong bing”

T6i xoay nguoi lai. Han nhe rang cudi toe toét. D6 1 mdt ny curdi trde vii khi hoan toan. Toi ki én mdt bac thém.

“Thém mdt bac nira,” hin ndi va khe cudi, 4 Jane s& c6 thé cao hon toi da?iy.”

T6i doan hén da nhin ra c4i meo ctia t6i khi hén quét thao vao mit t6i lic & trén ciu thang truong hoc. Toi bude xudng mit san. “O day s& d& dang da
vao got chan Adam hon.”

Lai c4i nu cudi toa ndng d6. Anh mét hén lim t6i khé Iong ma xir sur cdc can. Thé rdi mit hiin tré nén nghiém tiic. “Nghe ndy, t6i mudn nbi véi Jane 1 t6i
xin 161 vi da cu xtr nhu mdt thang dan don vao hdm thir 5. Toi da chia mili sing vao Jane, nghi rang Jane biét nhitng gi ma bén toa bao da lam, thAm chi
con nghi rang Jane da khich t6i vao céi bay do nira.”

Toi liéc sang Marnie. “Ai n6i cho Adam biét?”

“Kelly. T6i cam thy thurc sur tdi t& vé& chuyén do. Ngay ca néu Jane c6 tham gia vao trong céi trd diia d6,” Han tiép tuc, “thi toi ciing nén to ra minh |
mot ngudi cd mau hai hude hon. Toi xin 161 ve nhitng gi toi da noi. Gan day c6 vé nhur - t6i khong biet nita - nhw ki€u t6i ctr quan trong hda tat ca moi



chuyén lén vay.”
T6i nhin Stacy va Travis dang chui vao trong xe véi vé niit cau c6. Toi tyr hoi khong biét Travis c6 bao gidr ndi 1oi xin 16i hay khong,

“Ciing kho dé khong nghiém trong hoa moi chuyén,” t61 n6i, “khi ma nhitng nguoi khac cir ky vong nhiing diéu 16n lao tir minh. Con hon thé nira, khi
chinh ban than ky vong rat nhicu vé minh.”

Toi théy vé ngac nhién trén mat Adam, nhur thé hin khong the tung tuong durgc B t0i lai biét han cam thiy thé ndo. DOi mit xanh lyc ctia hén khong
chiu ro1 mat to1

“Vay, uh, Adam s€ deo tii xach loai nao?” T6i hdi, trude khi minh trd nén hoan toan mé mAn.
“Loai ndo d6 bang sa tanh den véi nhimg bong hong bang da thudc.”

Toi bat cuoi.

“Adam!” Travis gio lén tir phia chiéc xe.

“Dén day.” Quay sang Marnie va toi, hin néi. “Lan t6i khi toi gitip ho lam viée vit, t6i s& vac theo mdt cai coi trong tai.”” Hin chay xudng con duong va
ra khéi cong nha toi.

Marnie twa vao lan can bac thém, mdt vé bén 1én hién 1én trén mit n6. “Tao thic mic khong biét Adamda c6 ban hen cho budi vit hoi chua.”
“Sao? May dang dinh ri héin ddy 4?”

“Tao thic mic khong biét cau ta da c6 ban hen dén I cudi chura.” N6 tiép tuc.

“Kelly s& biét.” Toi ndi va tréo 1én miy bac thém vao cira sau. “N6 biét moi thir.”

Marnie bit kip toi. “Tai sao miy khong ra cau ta? Y tao 1 dén budi vii hoi dy.”

“U, ding ddy.”

“Va 1di 1 dén I8 cudi.” N6 noi tiép.

“Marnie, thuc t€ di ndo.”

“Cho tao mdt Iy do vi sao may lai khong nén am thé xem”” N6 ctr khéiing khing
“Boivibonnay chila... chila...”

“Ban be a?”

Toi kéo cira mo ra. “Gidng ké thii khong doi troi chung hon.”

“O. Thé thi may c6 mét gi dau chir?”

Ban dang doc truyén I Do (Tinh Yéu Pich Thirc) dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chuong 11

Chiéu chil nhat me va i bo todi ra trén chiéc ghé vai nhyra & san sau nha, ca hai cting méc qué"m jean cii thodi mai va hoc bai. A, me thi hoc bai; con toi
dang dén bu lai cho dém mat ngt. Khi chiéc dién thoai khong day kéu 1én, t6i gan nhur 1at tp.

Me tra 10i dién thoai. “Xin chao... Stacy?” Me néi. “Stacy, chm lai ndo. Gi co? Chdm lai nao cung Hit that sau vao. Ding 1di, Daisy & ngay day.” Me
dua t6i chiéc dién thoai, tay che ong noi. “Me khdng d€ nghe ra dau ra dudi nhitng gi n6 néi.”

“Hi Stacy.”

“Daisy,” chi tho hon hén trép dién thoai. “Em phai g[up chi. Chiéc nhin & trong V}rén Ho ¢6 hoa :rulip, lan da,hum,]go 101 tt ca céc loai dd quyén va
duong di nay, chi khong biét phai lam gj, chi khdng bict tai sao ho phai trong nhi€u loai pansie chét tiét nay dén the.”


http://ebookfull.net

“Dirng lai,” T6i bao Stacy, “Vuron ctia ai? O dau?”

“Chi khong biét & dau nira,” chi rén 1, “6 dau d6 phia sau nha Clarke.”

“Nhan nio - khong phai c4i nhén kim cwrong ctia chi ddy chi?”

“Travis s& giét chi mat.” Stacy thut thit.

Toi khong thich Travis, nhung t6i hdn ciing s& giét chi. Chiéc nhén dinh hon chira mot vién kim cwong 2 kara dugc bao quanh boi da sa-phia.

“Bon chi da ding bita trura cing vi ba me anh dy ¢ trong virdn, r0i sau d6 cai nhau vé nhac tiép don. Travis da lam mdt danh sach ma chi da dem dén
cho ngudi chi huy dan nhac vao tuan trude, nhung trén duong di chi da, uh, thém vao mdt so bai hat.”

“Mot sb bai tiy mi chir gi?”
“U. Chi bao anh 4y trong Itic ding bita, va bon chj bit dau cii nhau. Anh 4y khong biét, nhung sau d6 chi da rit nhin ra va quing di.”
“Oi troi.”

“Gip chi & d6 duoc chir? Xin em ddy.” Chi nai ni. “Travis s& lim viée subt budi chiéu ¢ cin hd ctia anh dy. Ong ba Clarke thi dang tham du tiéc ting &
skybox ctia ai d6. Chi phai tim thay nd, Daisy!”

Chi doc cho t6i dia chi, va rdi toi clp may. Toi giai thich nhanh moi chuyén cho me. Me lién cho i muron xe. Mudi phit sau t6i lai xe xuéng khu phé
nha Clarke ngay phia sau Stacy va theo chi¢c Saturn ctia chi dén dich.

Nigbi nha ctia ho B mot kién triic lam bang d4 va vita xtu-cd, trong rét Anh voi hai dau hoi va ong khoi di. Ching t6i d6 xe phia trude nha va gip nhau
trén 16i vao.

“Chi chéc la khong ai & ddy chir?”” T6i hoi, ngude mét nhin cira s6.

“Dambao.”

“Chj khong nhic dén Adam”

“Cau ta ra ngoai. Ong Clarke da nbi gian boi vi Adam da 6 nhitng ké hoach khéic va khong di véi ho dén cai skybox kia.” Chi giai thich, roi dAn toi qua
mdt cai cong phia trong mot bd dau dai.

“Jeez!” Toi kéu lén khi nhin thy phin co' ngoi phia sau ngdi nha. Khu vron ¢6 v0 van nhing bui tir dinh hurong by chéing véi mot bang ghé diit & giira
ching, nhitng chicc girdng hoa xudn, mdt khu vire hoan toan danh cho bon sai, va nhitng gi ¢6 vé thudc vé loai do quyén thi duoc tréng nhur mbt me
cung, “Ho c6 thé t6 chirc céac tour du lich quanh noi nay. Nao, chi ¢ quang né & dau?”

“Chi khong chéc Em.”

“Chi phai nh¢ gi d6 chir.” T6i béo chi.

“Daisy, em biét chi chura bao gior nhéim 5t rdi ddy. Hon nita, lic d6 chi khong nhém vao cai gi ca.”

“Thoi duge, noi ndo cd vé gibng nhur noi cai nhin roi xudng?”’

“Chi khong biét,” Stacy n6i, “chi khong mudn biét, vi thé chi da nhim mt lai.”

“Stacy!”

Chi chép miét lién tyc. Nude mét s& chi lim moi chuyén ti t& hon ma thoi.

“Okay, okay. Hay nghi xem. Chi da dimg & chd nao khi némn6?”

Stacy nhin quanh, roi budc bng qua miy bui tir dinh hwong dén mot cai dong hd mit troi kiéu c6 bao xung quanh  nhitng bong pansie. Toi nhiit mdt
vién s0i co kich thude turong tu mdt chiéc nhan va dua né cho chi. “Ném thir xem.”

Chi ném vién s0i, va t61 nhin xem né roi & dau.
Toi nhit thém vai vién nita tir trén con dudng di vao vuon. “Thir ném vai lin dé ching ta c6 thé khoanh vimg lai.”

Ching t6i da khoanh dugc ving, okay. Mot vién s6i roi xubng cach vién dau tién khoang 20 feet vé& bén phai. Vién tiép theo ha canh xudng cach d6 15
feet vé bén trai. Mot vién khac chi di duoc 10 feet ké tir chd ching t6i dimg,



“Chi ¢6 nh 14 chi quing ngira tay hay (ip tay khong?” T6i hoi khi nhan thy chi da quing d4 theo nhiéu kiéu khéc nhau.

Stacy tha 1ong c4c ngdn tay bén phai va iémmbi. “Khong”

Toi dua cho chi mdt vién soi nita. “Chi dang gidn dit, Stacy, thuc sy gidn dir. Hay nghi v& cam giéc ctia minh va ném thir xem.”
Chiném

“0, cai nay s thu hep vimg lai dy.” Toi quan sat voi vé chan churong. Toi khong biét I chi lai c6 thé ném cai gi xa dén thé. Ching t6i s& phai & ddy ca
budi chidu mat thoi. “Em tir hoi khong biét ching ta ¢ thé kiém dau ra mdt cai may do kim loai.”

“Céi nhan s& lip lanh.” Chi tra oi. “Bon minh s& thiy n6 thoi.”

“Tai sao bon minh khong kiém tra nhitng trang vang trude?” Toi tiép tuc.

“Trudc tién haly timno da.”

“Ho hin phai ban loai may ndy & dau d6 chir.”

“Xin em d4y, Daisy.” Stacy nai ni, giong chi run rdy. “Chi phai tim n6 ngay bay gio.”

“Okay, okay.”

Chiing toi phi mat 15 phut dau Ion von xung quanh, hi vong chiéc nhﬁn s& phan chiéu 4nh sang it troi va ching ti s& théy. Cuéi cung t6i ndi, “Nghe nay
Stacy, bon minh s& phai tim mjt cach c6 phuong phép hon. S€ bat dau voi nhirng khu vyre nhi€u kha nang xdy ra nhat va timbat chéo qua n6 timg bén
mot theo duong thang,”

Stacy im king gat dau.

“Thoi ndo, quy xudng canh em di.” Toi béo ch va quy thup xubng dat. Toi nhin thiy chi siét ham lai dé cim khong con run rdy nita. “Ching ta s& tim thiy
nd, em hira day.” T61i ndi, vo vo vao ddm co canh minh.

Chi quy xubng canh t6i, va ching toi di chuyen v trude mot cach cham chap trén tay va dau g01, bo xuyén qua girong hoa, dé lai mot duong pansie b
gidp phia sau rng, Khi ching t6i di bo xa nhét trong khoang ma t6i nghi Stacy ¢6 thé ném, t6i lién iy méy cai coc trong viron dé danh dau, r6i ching toi
dich sang khoang 1 ban chan va lai bit dau bo theo hudng ngugc lai. Cac ngdn tay kéo va choc va cam nhén duong di qua nhitng khom hoa.

Ching t0i moi bo duge nira duwong xudng hang thir hai thi bdng nghe thiy tiéng mdt chiée xe hoi tién dén gn tir trwée nha. Stacy va t6i dong cimg lai.
Chiéc xe nghe nhu kiéu né dang r& vao trong 16i vao nha Clarke viy.

“Ching ta lam gi day?” Stacy thi thao.
“Cti xubng, That thip.” Ching ti ndm bep di nhur nhimg con thin En. “C6 thé chi 14 ai d6 quay dau xe thoi.”

Tiéng may xe 1. Chiéc xe ¢ cach d6 khong thé nhiéu hon 30 yard, nhung bo dau ngin khong cho chiing t6i nhin thiy 16i vao. T6i nhom ngudi 1én mot
chut.

“La mot chiéc xe miu den. Em chi nhin thiy trén noc thoi.”

“Ong Clarke c6 mdt con Lincoln den.” Giong Stacy nghe c6 vé kinh hoang,

Ngui tai xé tit may, va ching t6i nghe thiy hai canh cira xe mo ra 1di dong lai.

“Di ndo, 161 ndy.” Toi thi thio. “Cii xubng! Cui xubng!”

Ching t6i bd nhanh nhét ¢6 the vé phia mé cung dd quyén. Nhimg bui cay s& che gidu ching toi tot hon dém tulip va pansie, va c¢6 mot tip 1éu Bm vuron
ngay phia bén kia 16i di vong néu nhur ching t6i ¢6 thé bo xa dén thé. Nhiing vién d4 sac canh cAm vao tay va dau gbi khi ching t6i voi va bd qua. Toi
nghe Stacy kim lai mdt tiéng kéu. Chi it thi chiing t6i ciing dang & trén 16i di phti 6 mém mai gitta d4m dd quyén.

Toi dirng lai. “Bon minh & lai day.” Toi thi thio, “cho dén khi nghe thiy tiéng ho vao trong.”

“S& thé ndo néu nhur ho quyét dinh lwon I qua virdn? Ba Clarke thich khu vuron nay im.”

“Suyt.”

Ching t6i chd doi. Va chd doi. Toi nghi t6i nghe thiy tiéng chén trén 161 vao, nhung van khong co neng ngudi vao trong nha. Nhimg phit dai dang dac
troi qua. Chiing t6i héin d4 bd qua ca tin phén hoa: Stacy cir xo0a xoa mii, va t6i thi phai nin lai con budn hét xi.

C6 thé ho da di vong qua phia bén kia nha rdi. T6i ly tay r& nhimg canh hoa trong mdt bui hoa, r6i thd dau ra xa nhit ¢6 thé, ¢ ging lén nhin qua nd va



xemco ai & gan d6 khong,
“Jane dang lam gi thé?”
To6i nhay dyng 1én dén ca tic, dau van méc trong bui hoa, rdi chui ra khoi d6 va quay dau lai.

Adam dang nhin ching t6i tir phia sau, dimg & phia bén kia mot turdng dd quyén miu da cam, hai tay chdng 1én hong, diu nghiéng vé& mdt bén. Hudn
luyén vién ding bén canh véi vé mit vo cling to mo.

“Lam ¢6. Hai ngudi c6 mudn gip khong?”

Toi va Stacy lui cui dimg dly va phii phii dau gbi. Lan cudi cing ching ti trong day t0i 16 nhur thé nay I khi ching t6i trét ca dong phan son ctia mgy
Susan, 101 lai gdp ngay chinh mg ay & ctra hang 7-Eleven.

“Bon ndy dang tim mdt vit.” Toi noi. “Thuc ra thi bon ndy dang tim chiéc nhdn dinh hon ctia Stacy.”
Mit Adam tron xoe. “Y Jane 1 vién d dy 42

Toi git dau va liéc sang Stacy. Chi dang xau hd khing khiép. Toi biét 1 voi c4i miéng dang tré ra kia thi s& cha méy chdc ma chi s& khdc tu tu Ién cho
M Xem

“Chj 4y va Travis da c&i nhau vé nhac tiép tan,” Toi kh& n6i. “Travis khong biét, nhung Stacy da ni dién va quang n6 di”

Adam suyt phé ra cudi nhung bi Grizzly ngin lai, thiy da doc duoc chinh x4c vé mit ctia ba chi ho t6i. “C6 khong sao chir, Stacy?”” Huén luyén vién hoi.

Mot giot murée it lin dai xudng ma chi, lim Ip mascara lan theo.

“Dimng lo. Ching ta s& tim thiy n6.” Thiy tran an, giong thy ém 4i giéng nhu khi thay n6i chuyén voi Big Mama vay. Thiy rat khan glay ra tir ti ch1ec

40 gi6 ctia minh va dua nd xuyén qua cac bui cdy cho Stacy. Huén luyén vién chi vao mit minh vi tri mi mot vét den dai xuat phat tir Imt Stacy. Chi b
ging lau né di mdt cach khong thanh cong, thé roi Grizzly chdm qua méy bui hoa, cdm Ay to khin gidy tir tay chi, va rdi nhe nhang lau vét ban khoi ma

chi

“Bbn nguoi ching ta ma clng séin ling thi chéc chiin  s& tim théy n6 thoi, Stacy.” Adam noi. Hin liéc sang t0i. “Trong nhur thé hai ngwoi da tim chd miy
bong pansie 10i thi phai.”

Vay 3 héin da nhin thiy dau vét ciia chung t6i. Tham chi 1 trude d6 nita héin ¢6 18 d4 nhan ra xe cta Stacy.
“T6i da nhin thiy chiéc Saturn d6 phia trde.” Adam ndi, nhur thé héin doc dugc suy nghi ciia toi vay.
“Vay 61 doan 1 Adam khong lo ing ti gi vé nhitng ké xam nhap.” Toi dép lai, hoi c6 chit phét y. “Cam on vi d3 hi ching t6i.”

“Tha long ndo Jane.” Adam ndi voi ve thoai méi. “Jane cling s& lam diéu trong tr thoi néu nhur Jane bét gip Hudn huyén vién va t6i dua xuyén qua virdn
trén hai tay va dau goi, co gang cui thap nguoi xuong.”

“Adam thay hét 42 T6i c6 thé cam thay it t6i dang do bung lén.
Hén cuoi toe. “Thé ching ta s& bat dau tir dau day?”

Bon ching t6i quay tro lai diémma Stacy va toi da tim. Hai chj em t6i lai quy Xuong, lan | ndy cung voi Hudn luyén vién bén phai Stacy va Adam bén tréi
6. Chiing t6i bo v6i toe d6 cham rai, nhimg ngén tay lm viée mot cach can than, ¢ ging thu hoach dugc mdt vién kim cuong.

“Hom nay Adam va t6i dén tham vién bao tang lacrosse mdi.”” Huan luyén vién ndi khi ching t6i di chuyén.
“O Homewood a?” Toi hoi.

“U.” Adam tra oi. “Trong khi & d6, bon t6i da durgc xem doi Johns Hopkins luyén tap. Toi s& Bm bat cir didu gi dé duoc luyén tap voi mot doi trudng
daihoc.”

Ngon tay t6i cam thdy mot thir gi d6 nho nho va tron tron. Ching lién héo hirc tim Iy no, 1di t6i quing sang bén mot cuc da. “Cé I t6i khong nén hoi
diéu ndy, Adam...”

“C6 khi ndo diéu d6 ngin Jane lai khong?”

“Mot lan, co I thé.” Toi bao hén. “Tai sao Adamkhong dén Oilman? Nhirng ngudi tuyén md tir Hopkins va nhitng truong dai hoc khac chic chén s&
domngd dén doi nay. Va Stacy ndi rang 6ng Clarke c6 dé nghi s€ chi tra hoc phi.”

Adam im Eing mdt 1at. “Ciing Iy do vi sao Jane khdng n6i cho moi ngudi biét Jane I chau gai ctia Jimmy Olsten.” Hin n6i. “Téi mudn di bang d6i chin
cua minh.”



“Nhur thé Adam c6 thé lam moi thir theo c4i cach ma minh mudn, mi khong phai lo Fing vé& chuyén lam vira long hay no nén g ai khac?”
Adam quay it vé phia t6i. “That kinh hoang khi ching ta lai suy nghi gidng nhau.”
“V& mot vai thir, ding thé.”

Ching t6i tiép tyc trong im king, Anh mt trdi 6 cam gidc ndng ruc trén heng to, va min dAt that tuyét, Am w6t va ndng nan. Mau sic cta nhitng bong
hoa 1am t6i I6a mt.

Adamva t6i ctr huych vai va khuyu tay vao nhau. Thi thoang t6i lic nhin sang bén, nhin anh tim kiém trong nhimg khom hoa, quan sat d6i ban tay khoe
manh cta anh, cai ¢6 tay rong ban. C6 1€ anh nghi rang t6i dang ngudng mo nhing doa hoa mia xuan n6 16 cta anh - anh ngit mot canh da lan hrong
nho va nhét nd vao i quan jean clia toi.

Khong ai trong ching t0i n6i gi ca, nhung d6 | mdt kiéu im Eing khac héin c4i birc tuong lanh Ko da timg mdt in chia cach ching t6i. D6 1 sur im king
tran day anh nang. To6i bat dau nghi rang t6i s€ khong ngai ngan gi bo nhur the nay sudt ca budi chi€u. The 161 Grizzly nhom ngurdi Ién, trrdn toai sang phia
bén phai chiing t6i.

“Déy 1oi!” Thay kéu Ién. “Toi thiy n6 r6i, Stacy!”

Stacy voi nhom ddy. “Anh chic chir?”

“T6i thoang nhin thdy n6 16e 1én qua khoe mit.”

Thiy véi xudng va dic thing gio 1én chiéc nhén kim cwong, N6 lp lanh nhur ngon lira lanh 1o trén du ngon tay cua thiy.

“Phil” Toi n6i va ngdi phét Ién gbt chén.

“T6i da bat dau cam thiy lo Fing r6i.”” Adam thira nhan.

Stacy dimg truc mt Hun luyén vién va chia tay tréi ra. Thily x6 n vao ngén tay deo nhén ctia chi, tir tir trurgt xudng, mit thiy gin vo chiéc nhan,
The r6i thay liec 1én va nhin thay Stacy dang nhin thay nhu thé nao.

“Gioy moi chuyén 6n roi.” Thay noi, giong thay khan khan.
Stacy vong tay quanh thiy. “Cam on anh... cam on anh.”

Liéu d6 co phai sur trong twong cua 61, hay ding i hai ngroi ho da 6m nhau hoi qua lu so voi mbt cai om camon? C6 ding I t6i da thue sy nhin thiy
Huén luyén vién nhim niit lai mot tich tac?

“Um.” T6i lim bam, dumg ddy va phi dau gdi. Adam dtng ddy bén canh toi.

“Toi nén di thoi.” Grizzly n6i, dot nhién tha Stacy ra. “Gap lai hai em ¢ truong nhé.” Thiy quay sang toi va Adam, 16i ludn xuyén qua mdt giurdng hoa
tulip, hat tung mdt con mura canh hoa, nhur thé thay khong thé dén kip chd chiéc xe ciia minh vay.

Stacy nhin thiy cho dén khi thiy bién mit khéi cénh cong trong hang gidu. “Tét hon hét chi nén di,” Chi ndi, “chi phéi dura danh séch nhig bai hat sira
doi cuia Travis dén nha cta nguoi dieu hanh ban nhac.”

Adam va t6i tién chi ra dén chd bor gidu cao it

“Cam on hai em lin nira.” Chi n6i. “Néu khong Travis s& khong bao gid tha thir cho chi.”

“Khong ¢6 gi dau.” Adamn6i, tay ddy canh cong ra cho chi

Toi di theo Stacy, nhung Adam tim Ky con dia trén théit keng cuia t6i va 10i t0i nguroe tro lai trong vuon. Anh gitt then cbng va dong né lai mdt cach rat
nhe nhang, “P0 1a cach ngurdi ta lam khi khong mudn nguroi khac nghe thay minh.” Anh ni roi mim curdi voi toi. “Minh ndi chuyén mot chit duoc
khong?”

“Chéc chén roi.”

Adamngdi xubng trén mot bang ghé duoc bao quanh boi ddm tir dinh huong, Toi dlmg ot cach vung v& mdt it, nhén ra réng chi con ki mdi hai ching
t61, 101 tyr nhi ban than phai thue t&€ va ngdi xuong bén canh anh.

“Chuyén nay nghe s€ ky la lam,” Adamnoi, chia hai chan ra phia truréc va quan sat ching. “Jane c6 thé s& nghi t6i dién rd, nhung t6i dang t hoi khong
biét Jane c6 nhan thiy diéu gi vé... hay giita... Stacy va...”

“Huan luyén vién?”



“Jane ciing nhan thiy 22" Anh quay phét sang t6i hoi.

“Ngay ca lan d4u ho gip nhau ciing thé. Nhung t6i khong biét nén hiéu v& hai ngudi ho nhur thé ndo.”
Adam gt d4u va trong mdt gidy trong nhur thé anh dang ¢b hiéu ti vy.

“T6i khong thire sw chéc Fimvé chuyén im thé nao dé phién dich cai cach ma ho nhin nhau.” Toi tiép tuc.

Adam van tiép tuc nhin 01, v t0i gidt gidt méy lon toc voi vé ling ting, vubt thiing lai miy bong tir dinh huong da bj dé gidp xudng, va Ep bap véi vé
cang thang,

“Vén d& 13, t6i khong c6 nhiéu kinh nghiém thyre t& v6i... o...”
“Gi?” Anh hoi.

“Tinh yéu.” Hai tir d6 budt ra thit khé, t6i nghil ring c6 18 t6i s& phai n6i lai lan nira. Nhung mét Adam da liéc xudng miéng toi, nén ti doan 1 anh da
doc duge tir d6 tir moi toi.

“T6i biét Stacy 16 hon bt ky ai.” Toi bao anh. “Nhung t6i khong biét chi dy ¢6 thue su yéu Travis...”

Adam ghé sat it vao t6i hon, nhur kiéu anh khong nghe duoc t6i n6i gi vy.

“_.. hay 14 chi Ay c6 phai 1ong Huén luyén vién khong ™ Toi cét cao giong. Y t6i i, ddu hiu 1 gi chir?”

“Thé v6i Jane d4u higu 1 gi?”” Adam hoi, nt anh Iip lanh voi anh xanh Iuc nhe nhang n t0i da timg mdt Iin nhin thiy trong d6.

“O.... t6i doan ciing giéng nhur nhimg nguoi khéc thoi” Toi tra 1oi, lng tranh cAu hoi.

Adamngdi ngay ngin lai hon mot chiit. “Toi nghi trén mdt vai phurong dién ndo d6 Stacy va Travis phu hop v6i nhau.”” Anh n6i. “Ho giip nhau can bang
hon. Stacy thi amp va thin thién - hoan toan ty phat. Con Travis thi nghiém tic, bao thu, kieu ngudi kiem tién. Khi ho dinh hon, ho phirhop voi ly
thuyet yéu duong cua toi - 61 d luon nghi ring tinh yéu chira qua nhidu nhitng didu cudng diéu,” Adam giai thich, “nhimg con ngudi xoay vong lao vao
sur sép dat thure té, khong gi hon.” Anh chdm ti phia trrde, th 1ong hai tay trrde mit. “Gio t6i khong chéic chéin nhur thé niva.”

To6i nhin chdm chim vao cai lung dai ctia anh. Dicu gi d6 - ¢6 & 13 mii huong ctia hoa tir dinh huong - da lim toi vang vat dén khong thé tin duoc.
“Toi ciing khong chic,” T6i n6i, “Cé cai gi d6 trong cai cach Hudn luyén vién cham vao chi dy.”

Adamliéc qua toi. Cai liéc mit tht dai c6 cam giac nhu mdt sy dung cham.

“Adam nghi ching ta nén lam gi?”” T6i hoi.

“T6i khong biét.” Anh ngdi thing day, dong tac do lai im cho mit anh gan nit t6i hon.

C6 chuyén gi dang xay ra voi toi thé nay? Téi ctr nhur cai may phét hién tau ngdm vdy, luén nhan ra anh dang & gan hay & xa toi.

“Jane biét khong,” Dot nhién anh n6i, “hoa tir dinh hwong m miu mt xam cia Jane trong gidng méau tim.”

T6i chop miit nhin anh ngac nhién, thé rdi ca hai ching t6i cling nhin di chd khéc.

“Toi w6 gi Stacy s& hoan dam cudi lai, chi dé chéc chén thoi.” Toi bao anh.

Adam git dau. “T6i udc Hun luyén vién s& d& nghi chi y lamthe nhung t61 nghi thy qua gidng ti. Khi moi chuyén lién quan dén cac mbi quan hé, toi
da luon 1 mt gi khong ddmmao hiém. Téi chura bao gior tién dén voi mot ¢o i khi nguoi d6 1 mot thach thuc Co Ié t61da bo 15,” Anh thém vao,
mdt ny cudi nhéch mép lam séng bimg grong mat, “hodic ¢6 18 i da gitip minh tranh dugce ca ddng ric r6i”

“Rét ¢6 thé 3 vé sau.”

“Jane s& lam g, Anh hoi, “khi Jane cir nghi v& ai d6 ma Jane chura bao gior nghii i minh s& liéc nhin dén ln thr hai?”

Toi tir tir ngwde lén nhin, bit gip anh it ctia anh.

“To1 khong nghi Huén luyén vién la loai nguoi Stacy dé trong dau,” anh noi, “khong voi tur cach 1 mdt ngudi chong. Con véi Hudn luyén vién, t6i khong
nghi 13 thiy dang tim kiém ai d6.”

Toi git dau dong tinh. “Nhung diéu gi d6 da xay ra gitta ho.”

Adam im ling mot Iat.



“Jane du dinh s& im g, Anh hoi, giong anh tré nén trdm va nhe nhang, “khi Jane nhan ra minh phai long mot ai d6 mdt cach khong ngd t6i?””

“T6i.. toi thure sur khong biét.” Toi tra 104, dirt anh mét khoi 4nh méit ctia anh va voi dimg day. “Nhung chéic chén 1 t6i hi vong ho s& biét im gl.”
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Trong hai ngay tiép theo d6 t6i da két lugn réing Adam va ti da sai vé nhitmg c4m giéc ling man 4p  giita Huén luyén vién va Stacy - it nhat thi ciing sai
Ve phia Stacy. Khi t6i ndi chuyén voi chi vao t6i chil nhat, chi bao t6i 1a chi dinh s& d,én xem tran lacrosse hom thir 3 duoc tO cl;(rc otruong trung hoc cii
cta chi, va s€ dembanh cookies cho d¢i Tilson nhur Ia mdt 161 cdm on danh cho Huan luyén vién va Adam Nhung chi khong hé xuat hién.

Budi t6i hom do, khi ghé qua nha t6i, chi hoi vé trdn dau, giai thich ring chi d3 qua ban va quén béng mit chuyén d6. Thé rdi chi khoe véi ong ngoai va
t6i chi d4 ban ron nhitng g, trai khip trén mét ban an va san nha nhitg ké hoach vé ngdi nha mdi ctia chi va Travis - mot noi du 1on dé chira ca doan
quén trinh thim. Chi 16i mAu gidy dén tuwong va miu vai ra, cting nhu nhimg bire anh vé tit ca dam dd dac dit tién ma ho dang mua nita. Toi nghi ngd
chuyén Huan luyén vién c6 dii tién dé mua dit chi mot thir trong d6. Stacy ndi say sura vé nhitng ké hoach ctia chi va Travis y hét nhu sau thang vira qua;
d6i voi chi moi chuyén ching c6 gi thay doi ca.

Khong, t6i mdi la nguoi dang cam nhén va hanh dong khac hén. TSi mudn hom Ay t6i nhan dwoc mdt cai email tir Daniel n6i rang hin da d6i y va mubn
tham gia budi vii hdi ciing nhur I€ cudi. T6i khong ndi dién, nhung t6i cling ching vui sudng gi. Daniel don gian 1a vo nghia.

Thé 1di chidu thir 4, khi dang lam viéc trong van phong The Pipeline, t6i nhin ra minh dang viét khong gibng minh chit ndo. T6i da phén cong trén
lacrosse hom thit 6 tuan trude cho Vinny va dé chién thang ngay hom qua lai cho minh. Nhung ndi dung bén trong duong nhur 13 nguoc lai.

Nhiing nhin xét khon ngoan, chAm biém trong bai viét ctia Vinny ¢ dau ra thé nhi? Co phai cau ta hoc hoi tir t6i qua xudt sac? Bai viét ciia toi ciing gy
hoang mang khong kém. Céc cau thi da choi ngheéo nan trong nira dau trén dau, va Adam duong nhu khong tép trung. Nhung thay i chi trich ho, t6i lai

giéi thich doi lacrosse da chon sai diém roi phong d. Ligu 6 phii t0i d théy va hiéu nhiéu hon - hay t6i dang bién ho cho ho? C6 phii tdi dang trao cho
Adam mdt co hoi gidi lao xitng dang - hay I t6i dang danh mat sy séc bén cua minh?

T6i nhin chim chiim vao méan hinh may tinh.

“Em 6n chir Jane?” Tom hoi, cit ngang dong suy nghi ctia toi.

“Hir?” T6i nhin quanh. Tt ca moi ngudi khdc da ra vé. “Vang, sao thé?”
“A, vi mdt didu thdi, em dang khong ngdi ding ghé.”

“Heén g em khong thé suy nghil duoc.” Toi n6i, rdi nhay dung Ién sang ghé ctia minh.
Suyt nita thi t61 khong hoan thanh kip thoi han.

Toi homdo khi vé& nha, t61 mudn néi chuyén V0’1 ong ngoai, nhung t6i qua xAu hd. Bat chap tinh ban giita t6i va Marnie, t6i chua bao gio' gip kho khin
khi viét vé doi lacrosse nit, vi thé t6i khong mudn thira nhén 14 t6i dang phal Vit 16n dé duy tri tinh khach quan d6i voi doi nam Ong ngoai s& khong bao
gidr hiéu duge - t6i biét ong chura bao gior cam thiy mdt niém vui swéng la Jim nay né trong 1ong khi cau thil trung vé giita ctia doi Colts cham nhe vao

ong.

Minh phéi vurot qua chuyén nay, toi ty nhi. S€ khong ai doan dugc t6i lai chét dir dur trude anh chang ma da c6 mot dao bi t6i chia miii stng vao, va ban
than anh chang d6 chac chan la khong,

Nhung s& thé nio néu Adam ciing nhin t6i v6i anh it khac? Toi biét ring tit ca cac thé loai con gai trong trrdng déu thich anh. Nhung loai con gai ndo
s€ thu hit duoc anh day?

Toi khong thé tin dugc B minh lai théic miic vé nhitng diéu nay thay vi ly do vi sao doi bong lai choi doi hinh tan cong 2-1-1-2 khi i hinh 2-1-3 phit hop
hon voi thé manh ctia ho.

Marnie gh¢ qua t0i hom d6 dé cing lam mot bai tap tiéng TAy Ban Nha voi t0i. Toi mun néi vé Adam dén chét di duoc nhung lai chura sn sang dé no
Dan dan t6i s€ tho 16 vé cam xtic ctia minh v&i Marmie; cling c6 thé 1a nd dd doan ra tir trude.

Ching t6i lam bai tap do trong subt mot gior ddng hd, rdi nghi gidi lao, ngdi khoanh tron trén san nha trong phong ngi ctia t0i, quing d4m MM’s Ién
khong trung rdi ha mdm himg Ky.
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“Hom nay miy ¢6 n6i chuyén voi Kelly khong?” Marnie hoi giita nhitng lan bt keo.

“N6 ¢6 vao van phong tda bao sau gior hoc, néi lién thodng nhur thudng 1. Tao da hoc duoc cach phdt Ky n6.”
“Vay [ may chura nghe n6 n6i vé budi vii hoi roi.” Marmie noi.

“Chura. Tao bd 16 mdt tin dong troi nao a?”

Marnie ngap ngimg. “Pay khong phai 12 tin.” N6 tra 1. “Nhung hom nay khi tao gip Josh trong phong thi nghiém hoa, tao da ri cau Ay cing dén bubi
vii hoi.”

“Xuét sic!” Toi kéu 1én, “Josh thuc sy tt bung, Marn. Hai ngudi s€ tao thanh mdt céip tuyét hao.”
“Pumg c6 14i vin dé di nhur thé. Bon ndy chi 1 ban thoi.”

Téi lic Fic ngén tay trong céi i, ¢d ging Ay ra nhimg vién keo cudi cing. “Thi sao? May khong bao gidr biét dugc tinh ban s& ¢6 thé dan dén cai gi. Do
1a chuyén ma Kelly di réu rao khap noi a?”

“Khong. N6 réu rao ci tin n6 hen ho véi Adamkia.”
T6i c6 cam gidc nhur mdt vién keo khdng 16 vira m6i niic ket giita cudng hong. “Adam... va Kelly 42 Toi ¢6 nudt xudng,
Marnie git dau.

“0,” t6i n6i, “ngac nhién nhi.”” Anh khong thé thich Kelly! Anh khong thé nao k& mdt thing dan bj dénh lra truéc nhirmg ki khen ngoi ctia mdt dira tim
than!

Nhung 15 rang anh 14 thé. “Kelly ra héin hay hén ri Kelly?”
“Tao khong biét, nhung tao s& tim ra.” Marnie tra Ioi,

Tét ca nhitng gi bon van dong vién muér} la s ngudng mo, t61 nghi. “Khong. Khong, ding ban tam.” Téi ndi to. “Um, ¢6 vé nhir tit ca ching ta s& di
cung voi ban hen. Daniel email cho tao 1an thir hai va néi rang cudi cting thi han s& t6i.”

Marnie tréng 6 vé ngac nhién. “May c6 mudn hin dén khong?”

“Chdc chin roi. Khong thé doi duoc.”

“Jane,” N6 noi, tim Ky tay t6i trudc khi t6i kip quing va nubt mt vién keo khéc, “may n6i ddi khong gioi chit ndo.”

skoksk

“Chi da & dau thé?” Vinny hoi vao chiéu thir 6 khi t6i xuét hién & tran d4u cta doi lacrosse nam 5 phit sau khi tran d4u bét du.
“O trong vin phong.” T6i bao cau ta. “Tomnoi cau dang & ngoai ndy, vi thé 61 khong lo king gi ca.”

“T6i da lo,” Vinny n6i, “c6 hai doi mit thi tt hon, mbi déi s& nhin thdy nhiing gi doi kia bo 16,

Cau ta trich dan nguyén xi cau ndi ctia toi vao tran ddu dau tién ching t6i im viée cling nhau,

“Nhung it cau gio khong con bo 15 nhiéu nira,” toi tré i, “cau da m rét ot trong bai viét vira roi. Tom ciing nghi thé.”
“That chir?”” C4u ta x0a xo0a Ién méi toc ngfin ciin, climg cong

“That! Cau khong chi miéu ta khong ma con biét phan tich. Va nhimg trich dn ctia cau rit 6t va - céi gi thé - cai gi xay ra thé2”” Toi hoi khi trong tai tuyt
cOL

“Thé d6 trong vong cam dia.” Cu ta tra 101, “Khong phai chi phai huéng mét vao tran dau sao?”

Vao dau mia giai toi nhéc di nhac lai Vinny  ciu ta ¢ thé noi chuyén véi ti ma khong can nhin t0i - cu ta lic néo cling hudng énh it v& nhimg gi
minh dang lam. Gid t6i tréo 1én bang gh€ phia sau cdu ta d€ t6i co thé xem tran dau va Kelly - lic nay dang ngoi cach ching t6i khoang 10 feet vé bén
tréi.

Adam nhin théy g} trong ¢6 ndng d6 chir? Y 0i I, ngoai di mit to tron, c4i miéng tron tria va dy din, va vé mit hén hoan ma n6 ¢6 the tao ra dy? Toi
khong thé tin dugc 1a t6i1 lai cam thay ghen ti dén the.

T6i budc minh phéi tap trung vao trin dau. Cac cau thil tAn cong ctia ching t6i chuyén bong vong quanh, rdi Adam chuyén mdt duong bat ngd cho



Pablo, Pablo nhanh chong vy bong vao hrdi. Toi gio kén cling dam dong,
“Jane, chi dang d4m vao lung toi ddy.”
“O, xin 161.”

“Adam déing I& nén ghi ban do,” Vinny n6i, “Pablo da ghi hai ban rdi, va ddi phuong dang tip trung vao anh dy. Adam chura ¢6 ban théing ndo. Mot cl
stt manh tir anh dy, cho du1 ¢6 bi chén lai, cling s€ gitip gidm bot ap luc 1€n vai Pablo, 1am hang phong ngy phai giin hon ra. Chi ¢6 nghi thé khong?”

“Vimy, cdu da ghi nhé nhitng gi t6i ndi voi cau a?”

“T6i dang ¢ hoc hoi.” Cau ta noi.

Vio gio nghi gidi lao t6i bao Vinny phong vén bét ky cau thii ndo ma ciu ta cho 1 quan trong. Con t6i nhan chi thi tir cac Huén luyén vién.

Toi trai qua ca nira sau tran dau cb gang tap trung vao nhirg g trén san tir bang ghé noi ti va Vinny dang ngdi, nhung t6i cir nhin tlny moi dong tac qua
d6i mét ctia Adam C6 cam giac nhu thé tét ca cac hau vé chin anh lai dang chan t6i vay. Toi cam thay ting ¢t va cham, timg c hét ngd. Timg pha sut
béng cia anh 1a chinh toi stt, quyét tim dira bong qua chén ciia thii mdn. That 1 nhe nhdm khi tran dAu két thic.

“Ching ta s& 1am giéng lic nghi giai lao.” Toi bao Vinny, va lao dén chd Huan luyén vién ctia doi dbi phurong nhanh nhét c6 thé. Téi kiém dwoc vai trich
dan hay, va trong mot gidy t6i cam thay lai i ban thAn minh tr lai. Thé rdi, trén dudng quay trd lai chd Grizzly, t6i di ngang qua Adam va Kelly.

“Bh kém 15 nhé?” To6i nghe Adam hoi.
“5 di.” Kelly mim cuoi, “Chiing ta s& khong mudn dén qué som dau.”

Toi biét ho dang ndi dén budi vii hoi. That khong may Grizzly lai quay di vao ding lic d6 dé chao mdt vi phu huynh. Toi voi gia vor doc qua céc ghi chi
ctia minh.

“Hi Jane,” Kelly n6i, “bon minh vira m6i ndi chuyén vé t6i nay.”

“Tot”

“Cau c6 dén budi vii hoi khong?” N6 hoi.

“C6.” Toi Iat mdt trang trong cudn s ctia minh, miic du t6i van chua doc mdt chit nio trong do.

“Bon minh ciing thé.” N6 bao toi.

“Tuyét.”

“Minh doan céu dang doi phong vAn Adam” N6 n6i vii toi, roi dit mdt tay lén canh tay anh, “ching ta c6 thé noi chuyén vao t6i nay.” N6 bao anh.
Toi chi liéc 1én dén s6 40 ctia Adam. “Vinny s& phong van céc cau thi. Cau ta s& dén nhanh thoi.”

“Sao lai 3 Vinny?”” Adam nghiéng ngudi sang mot bén chin dudng t6i lai khi t6i cd bude di, cti dau xubng cho dén khi t6i nhin théng vao anh.
“Bai vi cAu ta mudn hoc hoi va dang lam viéc rat t6t.”

“Khong phai loai cong viéc giong nhur Jane.” Adam tra 1oi. “Jane biét Jane 1 ngudi gioi nhat na.”

T6i kéo nhimng ménh gidy quin tit tir goc xoén ctia cubn sb. Tuyét that. Cudi cling t6i da chiém duoc syr ton trong cta anh dbi véi t6i trén vai trd 1 mot
phong vién, ding vao Iic t61 mudn mdt thir khac niva.

“Camon. Toi thiy Vinny dang den chd nay ddy. Hey, Huan luyén vién!” Toi kéu Ién va dudi theo trurde khi mdt vi phu huynh khac lai cudm mit tlﬁy Toi
bo rét nhiéu thdi gian dé phong vén Grizzly viao ngay hom dy. Piéu ma t6i thue sy mudn hoi i “Thiy c6 khd sé nhur em khong?” nhung ching t6i van

mic ket & mon lacrosse.

Josh tién 0 quay trd lai trwong. Toi tu hoi khong biét 6 phéi Marnie da noi gi voi han khong boi vi hiin quang tay qua vai toi mt céch tw nhién va ke
chuyén cudi trén suot duong di, nhu theé han dang c6 lam t6i vui lén vay.

Pablo di ngang qua va gio hai ngon tay 1én véi toi. Jordy ciing lim y hét. Tuyét, doi bong gior da chdp nhan toi, da ton trong t6i. Quy that, t6i gidng nhur
modt ngudi trong ddm con trai do.

Thé ciing du im mot dira con gai manh mé bat khoc roi.
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Daniel dén tré 1 tiéng vao t6i hom do6, didu dé chéng lam t6i ngac nhién chit ndo.

“Trong duoc Fim, Jane.” Daniel néi khi toi m cira.

Toi hi vong thé. Toi da bit déu c6 suy nghi khdc vé céi b canh mi Marnie da du toi méic vao, mdt cai véy cuc ngiin voi doi bit tat dai trong sudt va mot
cdi 4o kieu thiu vai. Toi thém vao mdt d6i bong tai ma Angela da dua cho 61, to ding va lic lac giong nhur cdi kiu ma 61 luon ngudng md ¢ ¢6 nang
ay.

“Vao day chao héi mot lat da.” To6i moi. “Me oi, ong oi!”

Ong ngoai dimg day tir chiéc ghé trudng ky dé bit tay Daniel, quan sat héin v6i doi mit thich thi ctia mdt phong vién.

Toc Danel dai hon toc t6i vai inch va duoc bude lai thanh dubi ngwra v6i nhiing soi day bude mong tét Xuyén qua. Hén mic chiéc quan may tay va mot
chiéc 4o somi dai, qua khd khong ¢ cd va md banh & phia trén, m ndi bat chiéc vong c6 nhiéu miu sic mi hén deo. That may cho Daniel hén B mdt

i to xAc c6 gwong mit wa nhin, vi thé héin ¢6 thé ra ngoai voi nhitng thir nhur i trang stre 16n xon.

Me dira tir bép dé chio Daniel va bao hén i me thich ¢4m hat quanh ¢6 hén nhiéu thé nio. Ching t6i rdi khoi trude khi me nhin thiy 16 c4i hinh x3m
moi toe trén tai trai ctia han.

Daniel d Hi chiéc xe hoi il dugc ndi rong ctia gia dinh, trong n6 nhu thé da di khép ca murée vai an rdi vy - va duoc kéo béi nhitng con bo. Toi nay
ghe sau cua chiéc xe chat day quan do va do 1ot.

“Quén 4o dé 1am gi thé?” Toi hoi.

“Dé miic.” Daniel tra 10, “Anh khong c6 thoi gian dé xép valise, vi thé anh chi quing ching vao xe théi. Thure ra thi anh con khong c6 thoi gian dé giat 1a
gi nita kia.” Han thém vio trong lic 1i xe ra khéi chd do. “Nhung di Katie 1 mdt nguoi tot bung, di s& khong ngai giat ching dau.”

“Anh s& ¢ lai nha di dip cudi tudn nay a?”

Hién gt dau. “Di Margaret s& khong cho anh quay lai d6 nita. Em biét khong, anh mimg l ching ta m chuyén nay,” Daniel ni, “anh nhé nhimg lin
duoc di choi voiem.”

“That 42

“Ba me anh ciing mimg,” Hin giai thich. “Ho nghi ring em c6 anh huéng t5t dén anh.”
4{)'”

“Ho mong mu6n anh hen ho voi nhitng 6 gai binh thurong hon.” Han tiép tyc.

“Binh thuong?”

“Ho thich em boi i, tr, ho nghi dAu 6¢ emhoan toan chudn mure.”

“Emhiéu. R& phai & bién dimg lai.”

Hién r& phéi na khong hé dimg lai, khong hé nhin xem cai xe tir bén trii c6 lao dén khong. Ngudi tai xé cau kinh ciia chiée xe do, ngudi c6 quyén di, da
chiri ria chiing t6i bang mot trang coi.

“Nhitng gi anh dang n6i 1, Daniel tiép tuc, “¢ Truong Nghé thudt tit ca bon anh dai loai i lao minh vao nhitng dam mé. Em s& khong thé biét ai dang
sap stra lam gi dau. Nhung em, Jane - em that tot bung va dang tin cay.”

T61 nhin nét.
“Em [ loai con gai mi mot thing con trai ¢ thé tin tuong”
“Y anh a em dimg xe & bién dimg lai 42”

“Vai dira con gai & trudng, ching rét dong bong ™ Hin tiép tuc.



Toi ude gi héin dé mit nhin duong,

“Cuc ky dong bong, lic ndo ciing bién doi chong miit, ching kim anh mét Ir. Em thi khong. O hoi trai hé néim ngodi anh da luon biét em s& dén tir chd
nao. Trong nhitng céi email ciing the. Em ludn ludn 14 Jane.”

‘Daisy’, toi muon bao han thé. “Re trai.” Toi thé dai

“Do 1 1y do vi sao anh quyét dinh dén ddy t6i nay. Anh ctr nghi dén moi chuyén ¢ hoi trai da nhur thé ndo, khong hoang da hay gi ca, chi dai loai I thoai
mai va nhe nhang. Em that 6t cho a

“Ching ta dén roi.” Toi néi véi vé chan churong,

Toi da hi vong ring c6 ban hen va an mic khéc di s& cho t6i long tur tin khi phai gip Kelly va Adam G t6i cam thdy minh quyén rii va hip dan nhu mot
ba xo vay.

Daniel v t6i d xe 1di linh vao trong phong thé duc trong mdt diéu slow. O d6 i hi, vi thé that khé dé nhin thdy ai di voi ai. Vai doi ic Ir véi dau nguoi
ndy nga trén vai ngudi kia; nhitng doi khac thi bén kn hon va nhay ciing clmg nhic va giat cyc hon. Toi nhén ra mot d6i dang xoay theo chiéu kim dong
hd dot nhién xoay theo chiéu ngwroc lai, nhur thé ngwdi con trai mubn nhin Daniel va t6i lan nita. Nguoi con trai d6 1 Adam.

Mot gidy sau Kelly xoay dau lai ¢ xem Adam dang nhin ai, rdi gio tay vay toi. Toi vay lai va nhanh chong quay sang Daniel. “Ta nhay thoi.”

Ngay khi toi va Daniel bt dugc nhip, t0i ién nhéim it lai. Toi khong cam théy lang man, chi khong muon nhin Kelly va Adam Toi nghi dang I& t0i phai
nhan ra rang Daniel dan ciing tot nhur hén 14i xe moi phai. Ching t6i fc Ir chra duge bao 1au thi da tong sim vao mdt doi khac, Pablo va c6 gai ciia han.

“Xin 16i, Pablo.” Téi noi.

Pablo liéc nhin tir t6i sang Daniel, nhin Daniel tir trén xudng dudi nhur thé ban hen ciia t6i vira mdi ha canh xubng tir mdt hanh tinh khac vdy.

Bai hét nho dan va dén bat séng én, im moi ngwdi phai chdp mit mit mdt . Ban nhac nghi gidi lao, v moi ngwdi bt dau tudn ra khoi phong thé duyc.
Toi nhin thay Marnie va Josh di ngang qua va kéo Daniel ve phia ho, kéo han ra xa khoi Kelly va Adam va vai g con trai khac trong doi lacrosse dang
cham cham nhin han. Marnie va Josh gap bon tdi gitta duong,

“Hi Daniel!”” Marnie chio Daniel. N6 trong that tuyét trong cai quin b6 va chiéc 4o hé rén. “Bon ndy da tim hai ngurdi méi.””

“Vira dén thoi.” T6i bao no, rdi gioi thiéu hai gi con trai v6i nhau.

Josh quan st tai Daniel mot lat. “D6 I hinh xim hay vét khau thé?”

Daniel khong cam thiy bi xtic pham. “M6t hinh xAm trong gidng nhu nhig vét khau.”

‘40.”

“N6 turgng trung cho sur sang tao.” Daniel giai thich, “sur ¢t xé va han gin ctia n6, khau lién lai nhitng thir gid i va hong hoc theo mdt cach méi.””
Josh nhin Daniel nhu thé hén b dién vdy.

“Nao, ¢ thich tim chit khong khi thoang mét khong?”” T6i goi y, va ching t6i rao bude ra khu ciu thang rong 1on bén ngoai toa nha.

Toi biét ring voi Josh & day thi vai g bén doi lacrosse 6 thé s& tat qua n6i chuyén, nhung toi khong hé nghi &én c4i phan tmg ma ching ti nhan dugc.
Ho quan sat Daniel tir dau dén chan. T6i dot nhién c6 dén ca nira ta cac “6ng anh trai” muon biet dira em gai cia minh dang hen ho véi ai va trong anh ta
nl,nr thé nao. Chi trong vai phit chiing :Léi da tao thanh mdt nhom dépg duc trén bac thang ctia trurong hoc. Daniel thu hit toan b sy chr y, ndi vé cude
song & Washington, trirong hoc cuia han, va nhitng thir hay ho ma han va ban bé ctia han da lam

T6i nhé cude séng clia hén nghe ¢6 vé himg thi thé ndo vao lin dau tién toi nghe vé n6 & hoi trai. Nhung t6i da nghe nhimg thir y hét nhu thé vai lan 1o,
va n dang trd nén nham chén. Toi mudn thoat khoi do nhung lai bi nic ket trong dam dong, vi thé i ngdi xudng, hudng mot chit tinh mich giira mot
ring toan chan [a chan.

Mot phiit sau grong mit clia Adam tia thiy t6i gitta miy i chin d6. Anh ciing da ngdi xubng trén bac thang. “Moi chuyén thé ndo rdi Jane?”

“Okay. Anh thi sa0?”

‘Okay.”

“Tran d4u hom nay hay im” Téi bao Adam “Toan déi da choi rat vitng.”

Anh nghiéng dau sang mdt bén khi Kelly v6i xudng gii chan. “Lic dau anh khong thiy em & d6.” Anh noi.

“O, &t, emco vice phai lam & van phong.” T6i cura quiy lach vong quanh. Daniel dang dura vao t6i, tay hén d3t 1én dinh dAu t6i.



Adam liéc 1én nhin Daniel rdi n6i, “Thé Stacy thé ndo rdi?”

“Chi 4y hoan toan hio hirc vé ngdi nha mdi va nhiing db dac chi dy cing Travis da chon. Emnghii ¢6 18 ching ta da sai vé chuyén giita chi 4y va Hun
luyén vién.”

“Co the.”

Ching t6i ngdi im Eing trong vai pht.

“Bo quin 4o nay khac han nhitng bo em hay mic.” Adam quan sét.

Toi rit chan Ién mot bic cau thang va vong tay quanh gdi, cam thdy ngwong ngap.
“Trong c6 vé nghé si, anh doan thé.” Adam thém véo. “Nghé siva khac la.”
“Emkhong can phéi ngay ndo ciiing an méic giong nhau.”

“Khong,” Anh tra 101, “nhurng anh thich cach an méic thong thurong ctia em hon.”
“Em khong miic do theo nhimg g dam con trai thich.” T6i n6i nhanh.

Anh nhin vai. “Anh chi to md sao em lai thay doi thoi.”

“Chuyén d6 lam anh ban tim 42 Anh c6 thich nghi em 1 ngudi déng tin cay khong? Mot dira con gai ma anh udn c6 thé tin twong 1 khong thay doi?
Mot ¢ nang Jane ngoan ngodn va binh thuong.”

Trong anh 6 vé hoang mang, Y em la gi?”

“O, durng ban tim.” Toi ndi, rdi bét thinh finh dimg day va gan nhur x6 Daniel tudt khoi bac thang ctia minh.

“C0 gdi, cau trong ndng béng qua.” Angela no6i voi toi. N6 va Tom da tham gia nhdém ctia bon t6i. Tom dang ndi chuyén voi Daniel.
“Cam on Angela. Minh can nghe diéu d6.”

Tir khoe nit t6i thiy cai dau ctia Adam nhd én giita moi nguoi khi anh ciing dimg day.

“Po6i hoa tai trong diéu khong chiu dugc.” Angela thém vao.

“U, ci nguoi chonnd c6 gu thAm iy tuyét voi.” Toi ghé sat vao. “Ké ma ai ciing biét 14 ai d6 dau?” Téi thi thao, ¥ mudn nhiic dén c6 ban gai dai hoc
cta Tom

“C6 mjt bai ludn quan trong dénhan ndp. That 1o then.” Angela khé noj, 101 nd mbt nu curdi khong thé tin durgc.

Ban nhac lai tiép tuc choi, va tt ca moi nguoi lai bt dau limg thitng quay tr6 lai phong thé duc. Daniel va t6i cting nhau tréo 1én cac béc thang, 101 ti
cam thay Kelly trén khuyu tay minh. C6 nang vong tay quanh eo t6i nhur the hai dira 61 12 ban thin chi cot vdy. “Anh ay tuyét qua.” Kelly ndi véi toi.

T6i nhin n6 tréng rong mét mot lic.

“Anh 4y qua khéc biét,” n6 giai thich, “qua ddi dang td mo.”

“0, y cau | Daniel.”

Kelly bat cudi nhu thé t6i choi trd gia vor ngd ngén. Adam thi theo sau ¢6 nang va Fing nghe, miit khong biéu 16 bt cir cam xiic gi

Toi mimg vi durge chui vao bén trong phong thé duc t6i om. Toi nhdy tht ca cac bai voi Daniel, hi vong s& cun ban than vao trong &m nhac, hi vong s&
quén dugc chuyén Adam dang nhay voi mot nguoi khac. Phong thé duc cang e cang tré nén dong diic hon khi nhitng nguroi di mot minh ghé qua.
Nhimng nguoi giam thi thi ban ron voi nhiing d6i dang mii man voi nhau & cac goc. Ching t6i phi kin san nha va boc hoi mi mit khi ban nhac tuyén bo
nghi gidi lao 1an thr hai. T6i ki€m tra dong ho. Mot gio nita, t6i nghi, hi vong né s€ troi qua thit nhanh, the rdi ai d6 vO Ién vai toi.

“Khong phién néu tao nhay voi Daniel bai nay chir?” Marnie hoi.

Daniel trong phong miii hén lén.

“Khong sao,” Toi noi. Toi I lai xem Josh con 16 khong, nhung hén da kip kéo Kelly vao vong tay roi.

Vay 1 con lai Adam Hai chiing t6i démg d6 nhin quanh nhu thé trurée ddy ching t0i chira bao gitr dén mdt budi vii hi va khong biét phai am gi voi nhau
ca. Thé ro1 anh mim cuoi va bude toi



“C6 vé nhu emniic ket voi anh 161.”” Anh noi.

Nhac ndi lén, mdt trong nhitng bai nhac phim w6t at, va ching t6i bét dau nhéy mdt céch vung v&. Anh 6m t0i nhur thé t6i dugc Bim béng thiy tinh va dé
du khoang trong cho mdt ngudi thit ba ¢ theé nhdy clng,

“Thé ndy thure s khong thoai méi chit ndo.” T6i n6i sau mot phit nhay diéu nhay toi t& nhit ma t6i ting tham gia. Toi c6 thé thdy Marnie dang cudi vao
mili chiing t6i.

“Anh khong biét chéc phai nhay v6i em nhur thé nio.” Adam thi nhén.

“Gidng nhur anh nhay voi cac ¢b gai khac thoi”

“Anh c6 thé s& dAm Ién chin em,” anh noi, “trong khi anh d timg phang em mot lan roi.”

“Bang mot cai gy lacrosse,” toi nhéic anh, “anh khong gidu c4i ndo khac ¢ dau day chir, ding khong?”

“Khong” Anh kéo t6i lai gin hon, 16i lai gin hon nita, liéc nhin toi hai lin nhur thé dé dam bao ring diéu d6 i khong sao vay.

Ngudi toi gan nhur cham vao anh. Téi c6 thé cam t‘tﬁy céanh tay anh vong quanh hng t0i, m0t tay tira nhe nhang kén d6. Aico thé nghil duoc ring chi mot
cai dung cham, mdt diéu nhay dua di dua lai lai c6 thé lam bén trong con ngurdi t6i run ray deén thé? Chiing t6i cir gitt ¢ vi tri d6 thém mot phut nita.

Dot nhién t6i nhin théy Josh va Kelly xoay vé phia chiing toi. Toi ki lai mot chit, nhung cling lic d6 chiing toi bi Marnie va Daniel tong sim vio tir phia
bén kia. Bj kep giita hai doi, theo ban ning Adam 6m t6i tht chit, mit ban tay ctia anh 6m iy dau toi mot cach bao vé.

“O, xin 161 Marnie n6i, nghe khong chan thanh mot chit ndo.

Hai d6i d6 lai di chuyén di xa, nhung tay Adam vén gitt dAu toi twa vao ngwe anh. Toi ¢ thé cam théy nhitng ngon tay dai ctia anh trén toc toi. Toi ndi
da ga khap nguoi.

Burng tha ra, t6i nghi, dimg tha ra. Va anh khong tha. Ching t61 nhay va anh 6m t6i that chét, canh tay anh quang quanh ngudi toi that a 4map va khoe
manh. Toi cam thiy anh ha camxuong, dwa mit anh gAn hon dén mit toi. Toi khong biét minh da nhim mét e ndo. Khi t6i md mit ra, anh dang nhin t6i
that chiim chu, it anh thit gin mit t6i, t6i ¢ thé nhin thy timg chiéc 1ong mi cong cong trén niit anh.

Mt anh da bo mot thir bia mé ndo d6 Ién t6i. Anh dang nhin miéng t6i. Cai cam gidc nhirc nhbi ma t6i vin cam thy trong nhitng dém théang 4 cubi cing
da tré nén 10 rét. N6 c6 mdt trong tAm: miéng Adam, ny hon ctiia Adam

“Daisy,” Anh khé Ién tiéng,

Thé r6i nhac dimng lai. N6 nhur thé tim tham thin bén dudi chan t6i dot nhién bay vit di dé lai t6i lao thing xudng mét dat vay.
Pén bét sang va t6i i lai, cam thay minh run ray khép toan than. Toi d lin su, in quéa séu roi. Daniel dang & dau nhi?
“Daniel?” Téi kéu Ién, voi quay nhin quanh. “Daniel?”” Toi nuidn vé.

Ngay khi 161 duroc hén ra khoi mdt Marnie vo clng simg sdt, t6i ién goi y bao hén 1 nén chudn di. “Hay di chd ndo d6 khac di.” Toi néi. “Chd ndo ma
khong c6 ai hét ay.”

“Tha long di, Jane.” Han béo ti. “S& van con thoi gian dé ching ta lang thang sau co ma.”
Adam Iic ny da bi Kelly gianh lai, nhin t6i vi d6i mét xanh Iyc lanh Ko.
Vén dé ctia anh I gi chir? T6i khong phai ban hen ctia anh - ¢ bao nhiéu dira con gai anh muén hon chi trong mdt dém chir?

Ching t6i lai di ra ngoai, & d6 6i lai 6 niém vui suéng duoc nhin thiy anh va Kelly in qua tAm quan sét ctia mot giam thi va xuyén qua khu san thi diu
V€ phia chiéc cau.

MOt gioy sau t6i lai phai nhin ho cling nhau nhay diéu slow voi bai hat Eing man nhét ciia budi toi. Trong ho hoan hio mdt céch hai hoa, véi dbi mit clia
Adam nhéim lai trong sudt thoi gian d6. Nhur thé diéu d6 van chura du t&, canh turong kho s vé ho lién tiép bi cit ngang boi Daniel khi héin dang 6 ging
nhur thing dién dé ga gAm toi. Giam thj & dAu khi ta can dén ho chir? Man khéa mili ¢ii mat hiéu qua & ln n Ire thir ba. Méi hiin gip mdi toi va dinh
chat & d6. Nu hon thét thiéu kra ciing gidng nhu cai 6m chiic ngi ngon ma t6i nhd tir hdi hoi trai. Toi gidm manh 1én chan hén. “Oi,” rdi kéu Ién mdt cach
ngot ngao.

Quéng duong ngin vé nha nhu kéo dai vo tin. Ching t6i ndi vé Daniel, rdi Daniel, rdi Daniel - cong viée nghé thudt ctia héin va nhitng gidc mo' ctia hin
vé turong lai. Chiing t61 mét nira gid dong hd db xe trudc cira nha t6i, ndi vé& diéu twong t - di nhién didu d6 thi d& chiu hon 1 phai hon hin. Nhung khi
thiy t6i lan md chét cira, hén lién ra tay hanh dong,

“Xin 161, hén xin 161, rdi om Ay mit t6i, quay vé phia hin. “Em am anh cang thing qué, ctr n6i nii vé nhitng thir linh tinh. Em dung 1 mdt nguoi biét Eing



nghe va tt ca, em kim anh quén mat nhitng ¢6 gai luon cho doi didu gi.”

“Emkhong cho doi diéu gi ca, Daniel.”

Hiéin kéo 161 lai gAn hon. N6 cir nhur kiéu héin khong thé nghe thiy diéu gi ma héin khong ndi vy.

“Daniel, nghe em ndi ndy - em & rit lai 11 moi anh dén 1€ cudi.”

“L& cudi s& nham chan im,” héin dong y, “nhung chiing ta ¢6 thé chudn khoi d6 sém va vui vé mot chut.”

“Khong, khong, khong thé duge.” Toi ddy hin ra xa mot chit. “Daniel, ching ta khong thire sur 1 mdt doi phiy hop.”
“Anh biét. Ching ta d6i ngurgc nhau, nhung em qué tot cho anh.”

“C6 thé... nhung anh biét gi khong? Anh khong tot cho em Va diéu d6 ciing quan trong ddy.”

Hién nhin t6i voi vé mit bdi r6i, gan nhu  tré con.

T6i vd vao tay hén. “Chiic ngii ngon.”

Ban dang doc truyén I Do (Tinh Yéu Pich Thiec) dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 14

Vao lic 11h30 sang thir 7, ba gio dong hd sau khoang thoi gian di bd thong thuong hang ngay, t0i m6i lo mo bude xudng cau thang. Ong ngoai dang
ng01 & quéy bar trong bép, doc cong thirc ndu n va Bm mot danh sach thie phdm Toi mo mOt ngan ti, 10i ra mdt hop banh mi an i stp, nhin cham
chim vao 16 v6i vé hoang mang, rdi nhét né tré lai vao trong ti va Ky ra mon ngii e ctia minh.

“Ong ¢6 nén hoi budi vii hoi dién ra thé ndo khong?” Ong ngoai hoi.

“Néu con | 6ng thi con s& khong hoi.”

“Mubn nghe diém tin budi sang chir?”

“Chéc roi.”

“Me con ra ngoai di dao, Marnie goi hai lan, Stacy dang 6 bén chd Huén luyén vién - dem banh cookie den dé camon vi hanh dong nghia hiép cudi tuan
trude - va doi Orioles s& thang trén thir 7 lién tiép vao chidu nay.” Ong mim cudi, 16 cdm cudn séch day ndu an ra ngoai clra sau dé doc tiép. Ong ngoai
1udn biét khi ndo thi nén dé t6i mot minh va kim thé ndo dé tim mdt noi dé ludn quan trong trurdng hop t6i dot nhién can ngudi bau ban.

Toi d6 dém ngii cdc ra va bt dau ddo kén, roi d6 thém it duong vao nhiing Ip da ngot sén roi. Lan cudi cng tdi liéc nhin chiée dong hd béo thire vao
démhom trude thi thay n6 bao 4:05 A.M, nghia 1a t6i da trai qua it nhat bon gio dong hd d€ nghi vé Adam, lam song lai di¢u nhdy voi anh, nhé lai cai
cam giac khi nhin vao mit anh va cam giac khi anh nhin chim chi vao t6i.

Anh miit d6 phéi c6 y nghiia ndo do, diing khong? N6 phai ¢ y nghia nhiéu nhur cude dao b 1n cau voi Kelly chir!

Nhung 10i t6i 1hd lai cau néi ctia Billy khi Adam duwoc Kelly phong vén sau tran ddu mdt choi mdt cuia ching 61 “Toi da timg thiy vé mit d6 hang triéu
lan tru6e day roi. Do 1 cai cach Adam xtr Iy dam con gai” Trong sudt di€u nhay cudi cting Adam d quang tay quanh Kelly va nham mat lai. C6 the khi
anh khong nhin thi diéu d6 c6 y nghia nao do - c6 nghia d6 1a mdt cai gi c6 thure hon mot gidy phut tan tinh.

Minh s& virot qua chuyén nay, toi tur nhil trong lic hr6t qua td nhat bao, tim chuyén muc thé thao. Nam cling véi chuyén muyc nay b mot to gidy gi d6 vé
phép ludt gap lam hai. Toi md no ra thi thay mot so do, lién xoay qua xoay lai nd, O gang phan loai xemno Ia cai gi.

“Ong oi...” T6i mang d6ng ngii cdc va o so' dd ra ngoai rdi ngdi xudng canh 6ng trén bac cira. “Cai gi thé nay?”
“Dé xemndo... O, d6 1 so' dd chd ngdi cho 1& cur6i.” Ong chi vao mot khudn hinh chir nhat dai. “Pay 1 ban chi hon, con s& ngdi ¢ do.”
Toi doc nhitng céi tén duoc viét tay trén ban d5. Adam va t6i ngdi hai bén c6 dau chi ré.

“Me con va 6ng s& ngdi quay miit vé phia con tir chd nay.” Ong ngoai thém vao va chi vao mdt cai ban tron.
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Toi nhin thiy tén Daniel duoc viét bén canh me va dng ngoai - 10i phéi cho Stacy biét chuyén ndy da thay doi. Cau my t0i ngdi phia bén kia Daniel. Bén
canh céy Jake ]ﬁ‘ITI_A)t cai tén quen thudc khac: Kelly! Adarp dam 96 nang dél} Ie cudi! Toi hit vao that cham va r6i lai tho ra, ¢o gang lam diu di cam giac
quéan that trong 1ong ngue. Khong I t6i ctr dau dén méi the nay moi lan t6i bict ho di cling nhau hay sao?

“Con khong trong chd cai I8 cudi ndy, ding khong?” Ong ngoai hoi.

“Khéng a. Con 6ng?”

Ong lic dau.

“Chuyén gi im 6ng lo king?”” T6i hoi.

“Rét nhidu thr.” Ong tra oi. “Con ciing nim trong danh sach d6.”

“Chuyén gi 1im 6ng lo Fing v& 1& cudi kia?” Toi hoi, khong mubn n6i vé ban than minh. “Ong c6 nghi ngd gi vé Stacy va Travis 427

Ong khong tra 1oi ngay p tirc. “U,” 6ng thira nhan. “nhung tir lu rdi dng da hoc duroc rﬁlrng chd ¢6 dua ra nhimg 161 khuyén va quan diém khong duoc
chao ddn cho nhiing dira tré da 1on. Gid 6ng lai dang hoc lai 1a sao im king lai kho khan dén thé. Ong hi vong Stacy diing con dng thi sai.”

“Hai ng chau minh I thé.” T6i noi.

Vai phiit sau Marnie 1ai chiéc Jeep ctia nha né xudng khu ngd sau, biéu dién sy thong thao ctia mdt nguoi dan thude 1ong cac 6 voi trén duong, N6 dd xe
sau xe Stacy, roi nhay ra ngoai.

“Cong chiia ngi trong rimg!” N6 kéu 1én.

“Thir Quéi vat ngii trong rimg xem.” Toi dap lai.

“Chao 6ng 0.”

“Hi Marnie,” 6ng ngoai néi, rdi dimg ddy. “Tét hon hét 6ng nén dem cai so' db nay vao trong.”

“Tao khong thé & lai liu duoc - tao phai don thing em tir Little League,” Marnie néi khi ngdi xudng bén canh t6i, “t6i qua miy vui chir?”
“Khong,” t6i thanh thyc tra 1oi. “May thi sa0?”’

“Thém chi con tuyét hon tao nghi. Josh l mot ga tir t6.”

“That 42 C tia kira nao khong?”” T6i hoi.

“Van chura. C6 thé 13 khong bao gio. Nhung rat nhiéu tiéng curoi.”

“Nhan dy, d6 I mot chién thut chén ép hay ho ma méy nguoi da trinh dién duge.” Toi noi.

Marnie Ic Fic mdt chan, i cudi toe vai t6i. “Bon tao 1én ké hoach vu ddi ban nhay, nhung cai chién that chén ép - nd giéng nhu doc dugce anh miét ctia
dong ddi trén san va lam theo hon.”

“Tao c6 huong tng lai dau.”

“Hai bon my gan nhur 1 d lim theo r6i.” Marnie thiic giye. Toi run rdy trong 1ong khi chi nghi dén nu hon suyt nita da dién ra.

“Diéu ma tao khong hiéu,” né thém vao, “4 tai sao may lai lam diéu d6 voi Daniel. Tao nghii may da quyét dinh da ¢6 dii véi hén rdi chir.”

T6i nhin Ién. “Thi dung thé.”

“May da chon mdt céch budn cudi dé giri di thong diép - hon hit v6i hiin trong diéu nhay cudi cing.”

“Ro rang 1a miy da bo 15 man khoa miii.”

“Thue ra thi tao bo 15 tit ca.” Marnie thira nhan. “Josh va tao & phia bén kia phong thé duc. Tao nghe duoc 101 xi xAm tr dam con trai doi lacrosse.”
“Caig?”

“Ho n6i my va Daniel da hon hit nhau trong subt diéu nhay cudi cting.”

“Heén gi ho ctr stt trurot ni! Ho can phai di khdm mét dil”



“Nay, thé cau chuyén ctia may J gi?”” Marnie hoi.

“D6 khong phai la cau chuyén, n6 1a sur that. Daniel da ¢b hanh sy sudt diéu nhay cubi, nhung tao choi phong ngur. Han ghi ban dgc mdt lan, rét ngin
thoi, ngay trude khi tao giam Ién chan han.”

Marnie cuoi ph lén. “Oi” n6 nhin vai va ni, “tao dodn  ciing kho nhin dirge chinh xc chuyén gi dang xéy ra trong bong t6i. Bon ho nhin thy thi it va
tri tudng twrong dd bu dap phan con lai.”

“Ngudi ta khong di ké khip noi didu gi d6 da xay ra khi ma ho khong chéc 1 minh d4 nhin thdy gi chir!” Téi kéu Ién gian di.

“Pam con trai bén do1 ]acrosseqqua}n t@m dén miy, J ane a, thé thoi. J osh va tao da di chén pizza cling véi vai ngudi trong $6 ho sau budi vii hoi, va ho ctr
hoéi tao vé Daniel. Ho khong thé hiéu han - khong thé hieu may va han.”

“Adam c6 & d6 khong?”
“Mot fc thoi. Cau ta va Kelly vé& s6m.”

“Hin va Kelly s& dén tham dyr I€ cudi vao cudi tudn t6i.” Toi bao Marnie. “Con n6i dén chuyén ai da thyre sy hon it thi tao nghi ngoy | hai bon ho dé ra
ngoai dao bd khi tao thay ho di vé phia cay cau day.”

“Sao may khong hdi cau ta di? Hoi cau ta cé thich Kelly khong.”
T6i trb miét nhin n6. “May dién 42”
“May chira bao gir gip van d8 trong viéc dira ra cau hoi cho cdu ta true ddy.” N6 chi ra.

Toi khong cin nd phai nhéic cho t0i biét i t0i dang thay doi. “Tao khong thé tin duge - mot dam cau thii ma hanh xit nhu mot nhom ngdi Ié doi méch gia
nua ay.” Toi lam bam.

Pung lic d6 Stacy budc ra khdi cira nha ba Bean.

“Hi Mamnie,” Stacy ndi khi chj biing qua con ngd, “C mot thong diép tir Grizzly cho em ddy, Dais. Anh &y ndi néu em va Vimny mudn di ciing voi ho
trén xe bus ctia doi vao thir 3 thi van con cho day.”

M6t thang trurde t6i hin s& rét thich. Gidr diéu cudi cling ma t6i mudn 1 di va vé ciing v6i mot dam con trai dang bét dau déi xir voi t6i nhur thé t6i 1 dra
em gai bé bong ctia ho vay.

“Thay that tir t&, nhung em c6 thé muron xe clia 6ng ngoai.”

“Khéng c6 chuyén d6 dau.” Mot giong noi tir trong nha vong ra. Toi quay lai. “Rét tiéc, Jane,” 6ng ngoai ndi qua canh ctra liép, “xe ciia ng c6 viée vao
thtr 3, va 6ng khong thé hoan dugc boi vi 6ng c¢d dén hai cude hen vao thir 4.”

“Tran dAu dién ra sau gio hoc, ding khong?”” Stacy xen vao. “Chi s& dén em, Daisy.”
Téi nhin chi, ngac nhién. “Khong phai chi van con méy viée phai Bma? Y em I, chi s& lim dam cudi vao tuin nay.”

“0, Travis da cho chuan bj moi thir rdi.” Chi ho t0i tré Ioi. “Chi thyc sy thich i xem tréin déu, Grizzly n6i d6 s& | mdt tréin thit vi. Doi ddi phurong rét
khiing va choi theo ki€u trau bo. Tran dau ¢ thé rat bao lyc.”

Marnie nhin Stacy ngac nhién. “Em khong biét 1a chi lai c6 himg thi vai thé thao déy.”
“Grizzly ¢6 thich banh cookie khong?” Ong ngoai hoi v budc ra cira sau.

Stacy mim cudi, hai im ddng tién in vao va mé trd nén g hong. “Anh 4y an bay cai trong khi con & d6. Thé em mudn chi dén dén lic méy gio nao?”
Chi hoi tbi.

Ching t6i théa thuan, rdi chi quay tr ra.

“Stacy,” Ong ngoai goi véi theo, “so dd an udng ctia con.”
“Hua?”

Ong viy vay to gidy, nhung Stacy nhin 6ng v6i vé trong rong.
“Cho I& cudi ciia con, cung 4,” 6ng bao.

‘407 6.”



Oi, ciru véi, toi nghi

sksksk

Toi thiy Adam trong gi& hoc chi mdt An hom thir 2. Anh trong ban ron ciing gidng nhur t6i dang gia vo ban ron, vi thé tat ca nhig gi t6i phai noi 1 xin
chao. Josh tim dugc t6i trude 16p lich st vao thir 3 va hoi t6i vi sao khdng di cting xe bus vdi doi.

“Chi Ia s& d& dang hon néu khong di.” Toi bao Josh.

Chiéu hém d6 Stacy xuat hién trong san trurong véi méy thing cookie. Vinny, mot tay anh 1op 10 tén | Mike, va t6i chui vao xe chi va n6i chuyén vé thé
thao hau hét trén duong dén noi dién ra trdn dau. Stacy Eing nghe trong It l4i xe, im king mdt cach bt thuong,

To6i ¢6 hai diéu thuan tién trong viéc viét bai vé tran ddu nay. Boi vi ching t6i dang & cch xa trudng nén t6i s& khong bi phan tim boi sy xuat hién ctia
Kelly va nhitng fan hAmmd cuf”mg nhiét cua Tilson. Va day la 1An dAu tién Mike chup anh cho mdt tran lacrosse, vi thé Iam viéc v6i ciu ta ]im t6i ban ron
phin 16n thoi gian. Ban than tran dau cting rat khé khin, dtng nhu Huén luyén vién da du doan. Hang phong ngwr déi phuong choi cure ky rén, va ching
61 da bj cong lic dau. Toi thi cong mdi khi ddi phurong deo bam lay Adam Do Tilson d4nh tra quyét liét va chiing t6i da dan trude vao hiép ba, sau dé
thua boi mdt ban théing dau don. Sau do t6i c6 mit mong mubn ky cuc va vo ctng thiéu chuyén nghiép I lao xuong san bong va 6m lay Adam Khi doi
bong thu don lai dung cy, t6i nhin thdy Stacy dat nhe tay én vai Grizzly, r6i dén Adam, va ude gi t6i co thé lim diéu trong tu.

“Tran dAu rdn qua.” La tit ca nhimg g toi ndi v6i anh. Adam trong mét moi va thit bai. Anh gin nhw khong liéc nhin t6i. Toi cam thiy khd s& cho anh,
nhung t6i c6 the 1am gi chit? T61 phan cong cho Vinny thyre hién phong van.

Thr 4, trong sudt tiét hoc cudi cung trude khi duoc ra V& s6m, tOi ngéi xuéng dé viét mdt bai bao vé thét bai hom trude. Vinny va t6i da thda thuan la
céu ta s€ vict bai vé tran dau thir 6 con toi viet cho ngay thir 3. T6i c6 rat nhieu thong tin can phai xtr ly va bat dau bai bao bang cach danh may véi toc
d0 ca nghin dam mdt gio, nhung khi dirng lai dé doc vai doan dau tién, tg“)i lién khyng lai ngay 1ap tirc. Co that ]a t01 bat d@u nghe giong Kelly dén ghé )
kh(}ng? To1 click chu@g va g0 phim - cl}én thém, x0a, chén thém, g((’)a - 101 doc lai toan bd nhfmg doan d(’g mot lan nita. Néu nhur doc gia khong bict ty so
cudi cuing, ho s& nghi rang Tilson da thang, Chiia oi - ho s& nghi rang Adam da choi trén dau tuyét voi nhat trong sy nghi€p ctia minh.

T6i gat bai viét d6 sang bén va xir Iy phén con lai cho trang thé thao. Kha nang viét lach ctia Vinny thyre sy dang hoan thién, t0i nhin thiy v6i vé thoa
mén, va Ellen thi dang thure hién nhitng bai viét hang dau vé ddi tennis. Toi mai 1 dira loang choang, T6i xem lai bai viét ctia minh, r6i lai dat nd xuong,
cam thay ghé tom.

Dén gitr trura 101 da sip xép xong trang thé thao trir bai ctia ti. Chudng hét ity vang lén, va dai sénh chét kin nhing ngudi. Angela va Tom dén vin
phong cting véi nhitng thanh vién khac. Toi co thé nghe thay tieng Kelly thao thao bat tuyét trong hanh lang,

Toi xoay tron trén ghé. “Em phai ra khoi day thoi.” Toi bao Tom

Anh nhin t6i, ngac nhién.

“Trang ctia em da xong ngoai trir chinh bai ctia em, va & dy em s& khong thé lam gi vdi nd dwoc. Em ¢ thé email n6 cho anh tir nha khong?”
“C6 mudn n6i vé né trude khong?” Tom hoi. “Mubn anh xem qua nd khong?”

Kelly da vao phong va dang dao x6i hop thur cia minh.

“Khong” Cau tra 101 budt ra hoi ¢6 chit gay git.

“Okay, giri n6 cho anh trude 545 nhé,” anh n6i, “goi cho anh trude d6 néu can giip d6.”

“Cam on anh.” Toi quing moi thir vio trong ba 16 va tién ra cira.

“Jane, chd d4.” Kelly goi v6i theo toi. “Minh tim cau méi. Minh chura gip cau ké tir t5i thir 6.”

R rang 1 né khong nhén thiy t6i trén sau g Marnie va budc ngay vao ngudng cira cac Ip hoc mdi khi nhin thdy nd bude xudng hanh lang
“Chéc cdu c6 mdt khoang thoi gian vui vé voi anh chang cau di ciing ddy nhi?”” Kelly hoi. “Hai ngudi nghiém tic diy chir?”

“Thoi gian vui vé 47" Toi lap lai. “Toi nghi cau c6 thé n6i d6 13 mdt budi vii hoi ma 161 s& khong thé sém quén di dwoc.” Cai cam gide khi miéng Adam
quA gan voi miéng t6i van con day doa toi.

“Minh ciing cam thy chinh xéc nhur thé.” Kelly ndi, “Mot dém i minh s& luén nhé méi.”

“M6t con ac mdng thi giéng hon.” Toi lim bam dudi hoi thé rdi lao ra khoi vin phong,

Trén dudng vé nha t0i nghi ra mdt cach dé viét xong bai béo cia minh. DAu tién t6i s& viét mot bai kicu “Kelly”: Toi & ndi tit ca nhimg didu tich cyc,
ngudng mj, chira chan tinh cam vé Adam va cac dong doi ma lic nay dang dang tran bén trong t6i. Sau do t6i s€ viét mdt bai thir hai, mdt bai phan tich

vé trén dAu tir c4i nhin tiéu cyc. Toi s& xtr Iy bai thir hai nay nhu mot bai tap viét - am gidng nhur c4i bai luéin i I6p tiéng Anh ctia ching t0i phéi vit khi
hoc v€ véan chim biém ché nhao - thm chi ti s€ budc minh phai dua ra vai ca ddm choc bat cong. Mot khi t6i da viét ca hai cai nhin trai nguoc do ra



gidy 16i thi ti s& dan lai nhimg cau hop Iy nhét tir ca hai bai va tao ra dugc mot bai bao can bang.

Nhur thé s& 14 rit nhiéu viéc, nhung t6i s& lim. Toi s& viét xong bai bdo ndy cho du c6 phai “cut” ra ting tir, timg ky tur 101 “paste” lai v&i nhau. Khong co
24 con trai nao, khong giac mo lang man dién rd nao ¢6 thé ngan ti lam cong viéc cta minh duge ca.
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Chuong 15

Do! Bai viét thir hai da xong. Save lai roi exit. Gid t6i da ¢6 hai phién bén ctia tran diu ngy hom qua, dugc viét boi Dr. Jekyll va Ngai Hyde. Toi liée
nhin dong ho: moi co 3h. Trude khi thir trdn 1an hai phdi canh khac nhau lai thanh mdt bai phén tich cong bang, t6i s€ tur thudng cho minh mdt chut gidi
lao xting dang.

Toi ra ngoai va ném bong 6. Ong ngoai dang c6 hen vai bac si, me thi di im, con Iii tré trong khu dén cur nha t6i van dang con & trurong. Khong khi that
yén binh ¢ ngd sau, khong c6 gi ca ngoai am thanh liu lo ctia bon chim choc va tiéng bong dap binh bich trén san bé tong, cing voi tiéng bang va viit thin
thién khi n lot qua 6.

Toi ném hong mot qua va qua bong ndy vao trong san nha ba Bean, lin xudng dudi khom cay dau xuan. Toi dudi theo vao trong san, roi quy xudng dé
lay lai n6 tir bén dudi bui cay.

“Big Mama!”

Tir phia canh cay phia xa con méo nhin t6i cham chim véi doi mét to Ky do. N6 dang ndm nghiéng sang mot bén, mong vudt chan trude dang ri mau, va
con nhiéu mAu hon nita & nira than sau. Dudind la mot ddng hon don den Xi, w6t nhep. Trong n6 nhu thé da bi mot con gi d6 khac tin cong, dudi va cin
vai nhat. Dau né Fic hr khiné ¢b ngang Ién. N6 nhin toi mt cach bét hyc, 1di lai gue cim xudng dat tro lai.

Hoéng so, toi chay dén ctra nha ba Bean va nén thinh thinh vao canh ctra, hi vong I ba ¢6 ¢ nha, hi vong ba ¢6 thé gitip dira Mama dén phong khéam thi
y. T6i bam chudng cira, 16i gio Ién qua cira so Khong c6 ai tra oi. Hun luyén vién thi dang trong gio' tap va van phong truong thi da dong ctra. Marnie
lfic niy ciing dang & trén san bong, Toi chay vé nha va goi Stacy. Toi hén da khong thé ndi rd rang mach lac, nhung bang cach nao d6 chi ciing hiéu ra
duoc t6i dang ndi cai gl.

Téi quay lai chd bui cay, diu dang n6i chuyén v6i Big Mama khi chiéc Saturn chay nhur bay vao khungd. Stacy da nghi dén chuyén mang theo mt c4i
chin nhe, mdt m6n qua trung bay van dang con nim trong hdp qua bang bac. Ching t6i udn chin xudng bén duéi Big Mama nhe nhang nhét ¢6 thé, rdi
nhic n6 1én va dat né vao trong hop.

“N6 ¢6 mét nhidu mau khong?” Stacy hoi.

“Em khong biét. Mo thi co bao nhiéu mau trong nguoi chi? N6 thd gip Em”

“C6 thé nd bi sdc.” Stacy n6i. Ching t6i nhe nhang quan chéin quanh con méo dé gitr 4m cho 1.

Toi leo 1én ghé sau véi chiéc hop dat bén canh, b ging giit n6 cd dinh. Stacy virot mot coc dén do va gin nhur tong mot chiée xe hai banh vao trong bai
do nhung van dua duge ching t6i dén phong kham tht y nguyén ven.

Ching t6i dua con méo vao trong 161 vao cta toa nha nhanh nhét 6 thé ‘ma khong lam xdc cai hop. Toi dodn ve mat cua ching t6i da cho anh chang &
ban tiép tan bict tat ca nhitng gi anh ta can bict. Anh ta dua chung t6i thang vao phong kham. “T6i s€ goi Dr. Grefe.” Anh ta néi.

Khi ching t6i ha cai hop xubng ban kham bénh, Big Mama kéu meo meo rit dang thuong. Stacy udn mdt ngon tay ra sau taind, ¢ ging xoa diu né.
“Grizzly dau?”” Chi hoi toi.

“Dang layén tip. G truomg ™

“T6t hon hét chi nén don anh dy. Em & lai dy nhé.”

Khi Stacy trén dudng ra ngodi, Dr. Grefe bude vao. Ong ta a mdt ngudi dan ong to 16n voi ham riu quai ndn va doi mit xanh da troi 4&m ap. “Dé xem
chiing ta c6 gi & day nao,” dng ta noi, giong ndi binh tinh. “Tén con meo clia chau la gi?”’

“Big Mama.” T6i §p oap.

“Big Mam,” 61 tathuthl, c6 vé nhur may da bi virdng vao mot thir gi @6 bén thiu, Big Mama.” Ong ta kiém tra n6 trong lic miéng van ndi, rdi liéc 1én
nhin t6i. “Chéu c6 biét hom nay xay ra chuyén gi khong?”
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Toi lic dau. “N6 1 con mo ciia hang x6mnha chau. Anh 4y khong c6 nha. Chau tim thiy n6 dudi mdt bui cay.”
Dr. Grefe kiém tra c4i dudi bé bét méu. “T6i cho ring Big Mama da viréng phéai mot con chd.”

Mot trg 1y bude vao va 6ng ta dura chi thi cho ngurdi phy ni tre d6. Vi t6i thi ong n6i, “Chau ra ngoai cho trong khi ching t6i rira sach n6 va kiém tra
k¥ hon dugc khdng? Toi s& goi chau néu nhu chiing t6i can chau - hira day.”

Toi git dau va quay tr6 lai phong chd. Téi khong nhan ra tay t6i da run rdy t& dén mirc ndo cho dén khi cam Ién mot to tap chi.

Khoang 15 phit sau Hudn luyén vién va Stacy xuat hién, mt thay trong xanh ét bén dudi vé dan day swong gi6. Ngudi ngdi & ban tiép tan dan thy vao
gap bac si.

“Grizzly |a mit dong d6 nat.” Stacy néi voi toi. “Néu nhur ¢6 diéu gi xay ra véi Big Mamm, anh 4y s& can phéi dugc gin lai.”

“N6 khong phai 1 meo ciia em, thé ni em ciing dang can phéi gin lai day.” Toi tra 1oi.

Chung t6i ng()l im ing bén nhau trén nhimg chiéc ghé nhura, cura quay mot cach khong thoai méi trong e cho doi. Nhitng c4i chudng trén cira ra vao cir
rung 1én moi lan mot nguroi chi bude vao hodc ra cling véi con vat cung ctia minh. By la mbt noi ban ron voi vai bac sithiy, va sau mot lat t6i khong
thém ban tam nhin Ién nita. The roi ai d6 ngdi xuong bén canh t6i. Tay nguoi d6 ngdp nging phia trén hai ndm tay cudn lai ctia toi, roi chamnhe vao t6i &
céac dot ngon tay.

“Mama thé ndo roi.” Adam hoi.

“Bon em van chua biét.” T6i ndi. “Bc singhii ring nd gip ric r6i voi mdt con chd.”

“Grizzly 6 phia sau d6.” Stacy thém vao.

Adam co co mdt ngén tay Ién lung ban tay toi. “Tim thiy n6 nhur thé hén i phai kinh hoang lim Em khong sao chi?”

“Okay.”

Thé rdi Huén luyén vién bude ra, va ba ching t6i cing chd doi dién tién moi.

“Ho dang khau n6 sau kia,’ Thay 16i, “C6 thé n6 s& mat dudi - diéu nay con phai chd xem da. Ho hi vong I s€ khong c6 vét thuong bén trong nao hay
¢ gi phirc tap, nhung ho van chua chéc chin gi ca.” Giong thiy nghe c¢6 vé lac quan, nhung khi thay ngdi xudng bén canh Stacy thi co thé thiy xum

xuong,

Stacy ryt ré dt tay lén tay Huén luyén vién. Thiy xoay tay lai, long ban tay ngira Ién, rdi ho dan cac ngon tay lai voi nhau. Toi kén nhin tay ho, nhin ban
tay thanh manh ctia chi duoc bao boc trong tay thay, nhin ho trao cho nhau sy an i tran tinh.

Adambét duoc anh gn'it cua toi, va trong mot gidy miét ching ti gép chit vao nhau. Nhin vao trong niit anh, t6i tir hoi liéu co bao gior t6i ¢6 thé quén
duoc anh khong. The rdi toi ngdi lai va xEp hai tay trude nit. Moi 1an canh ctra gitta khu vire phong kham va phong chd' mé ra, ca bon ching t6i lai
nging Ién, hi vong nhén duoc tin tot. Nhung sur chd doi cir kéo dai méi. Vao khoang 5hkém 15, nhiing cdi chudng cta ctra ra vao rung lén va Travis
x0ng vao. Toi doan la tat ca chiing t61 déu dang ngd trén trin xuong san nha lat gach bdi vi khong ai trong thay anh ta lic dau ca.

“Travis!” Stacy kéu Ién khi anh ta dén dimg tnrdc it chi
T6i liéc nhanh sang bén trai va nhin thiy chi va Huan luyén vién tha tay nhau ra.

“Lam thé nao anh biét duge em & dau?”

“Liic dau anh khong biét,” Travis tré 10i, giong anh ta thép va binh tinh, “anh bét dau théic miic khi salon vay cudi goi dén viin phong anh. Hai lan. L& ra
emphai dén By mang va khan trim dau. Thé rdi bén khach san goi, mudn biét sb hrong khach cudi cing - 10 rang la em quén thong bao cho anh ta. Thé
10i me ké cia anh £oi va n6i rang Adam da theo em dén mdt phong khéam tha y trén Pudng York, vi thé n6 s& khong di ly duoc dng qua cho nhitng
ngudi dan chd cho dén tan t6i mudn hom nay. Péy I phong kham thir ba anh vao trén Puong York.”

“Visao?” Stacy hoi.

“Vi sa0 u?” Anh ta gin nhur 16 tung én. “Chiing ta ¢6 mt s viéc phai im. Chiing ta s& lam dam cudi vao thir 7, hay diéu d6 bién mét khoi dau em
ro?”

Vai ngudi trong phong chd, bao gdm ca ngudi ngdi & ban tiép tan, ngéng dau lén nhin, Eing nghe v6i vé thich thi.
“T6i mai 1 bira tiéc doc than,” anh ta tiép tuc, “t6i ngy kia 1 budi tong duyét. Em nghii B chiing ta s& hoan thanh nhitng viéc nay vao lic ndo chir?”

“Pay | mdt truong hop khéin cap,” Stacy giai thich. “Con meo ciia Grizzly bi mdt con chd tin cong. Mot khi biét duoc Big Mama khong sao, em sé di
lay moi thir.”



“D6 khong phai khn cip gi ca, Stacy, chi i mdt con meo. Va nd tham chi con khong phai i mo clia emnita!”

Mit Stacy long Ién. “Lamsao 1 ctia em duoc chir?” Chi dap tra. “Anh bao ring em khong thé nudi meo.”

Tét ca nhitng ngudi dem theo hop dung méo déu quay lai nhin Travis véi vé chi trich.

“Anh bao rang ching khong than thién va hay an vung,”

Nhirng anh m¥t tré' nén kinh khing,

“Va ching ta ciing khong thé nudi cho,” Stacy tiép tuc, “boi vi n6 hoi xi.”

Nhirng nguoi chi ciia ché bit ddu quéc miét nhin anh ta.

Toi nghiéng ngudi vé phia Adam. “Travis t6t hon hét nén ra khoi noi nay trong khi van con thoi gian.”

“Thoi ndo, Travis,” Adam ndi va dimg dy, “Anh di iy ndi dng tay. Em s& Iy khén trim dau. Salon nim & chd nao thé Stacy?”

Stacy bao véi Adam, 16i anh diy 6ng anh ké ciia minh ra khoi cira, theo sau d6 1 nhitng anh mét ghé tom ciia tit ca moi ngudi trong phong cho.

T6i liéc nhin ddng hd. 5h15. T6i khong thé roi khoi do mi khong biét liéu Mama c6 1am sao khéng, nhung t6i ciing phai hoan thanh bai viét trude 6h
kém15.

Murdi phit sau trg 1y ctia Dr. Grefe xuét hién & cira va goi ching t6i vao. Vi Grizzly, i hi vong ho khong phét hién ra diéu gi nghiém trong,
Vi béac si mim cudi voi ching t6i khi ching t6i bude vao. “N6 1a mdt ¢b gai gia kién cuong.” Ong noi.

Manma trong vo cling chép V4, cai dudi trui Iong va bé nhur dudi chudt, 1ong ciia nd bi cao sach nhan tir mot diémtrén lung sau cing nhur mdt chin, noi ho
d3 khiu no lai.

“Nhu 61 n6i voi cau trude dd, nod bi mot Vet cin kinh hoang ¢ dudi, va ching ta s& phai cho xem tinh hinh thé nao. Toi mubn gitt n6 & lai day 24h daé
quan sat, nhung t6i nghii vat nubi s& anh vét throng t6t nhit & nha. Mai goi cho 61 dé kiém tra nhé. Néu nhu né 6n ca, cau 6 thé dén nb vé lic 5h. Toi
s& chi cho cau cach miic d6 va bang bo cho 16, va ching ta s& hen gap tai kham sau.

“T6i ¢6 thé dén mudn hon mot chit duge khong?”” Grizzly hoi, “Toi huan luyén mdt doi bong, sau d6 con lén 16p vao t6i thir 5 dén tan 7h30.”

“Rét tiéc. Ching t6i dong cira lic 7h.”

“T6i s& don Mama cho, Grizzly.” Stacy dé nghi, “va & lai v6i n6 cho dén khi anh vé nha. T6i s& hoc cach lam gi voi nd va day lai anh.”

“Nhung c6 khong phai... nhitng thir gi 6 ma c6 dau phai lamsao?”

“Toi s& dén day lic 5h.” Stacy noi voi ong bac si “Nho ddy.”

Stacy ctr khang khing doi dua t6i vé nha. Nhung diéu ma chi the sy mudn 1 dam béo ring Huan luyén vién khong sao. Chi th t6i & ngd sau, 10i dd xe
va gap Grizzly trong san nha ba Bean. Toi dé hai nguoi ho noi chuyén va phong ngay vao nha dén tredc may tinh.

Vi chi 5 phit nita 1 hét han, t6i khong con thoi gian tron 1an hai cai nhin trong phéan ctia hai bai viét va viét mdt bai cAn bang nita. Va khong doi ndo toi
guri di phién ban chdm biém trao phing voi nhitng 101 chi trich gay gat, co phan nao khong cong bang vé doi bong, Bieu do de lai cho t6i bai vict tich cuc,
bai viet ma doc 1én nhur thé Kelly da viet n6 vay. Toi dinh kém file ctia minh, gd dia chi email vao, rdi bam nit send.

Whew!

Khi t61 déy ghé ra sau, t0i tur hoi ai trong d6i bong s& nhén ra giong diéu mai ctia Jane Hardy day. Qua t¢ 1a t6i lai khdng nhan ra minh da giri file nao.
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“M6n sandwich néing rong cia t0i!” Marnie kéu lén vao gios &n trua ngdy thir 5. N6 md trong tdi d6 &n an nita, r6i 16i ra mot miéng sandwich kep thit
dong voi phan vo banh riéng biét va mdt tii bong kinh dung cookie mit curdi - 1a bita trira clia thang em trai no.

“Lam sao homnay tao c6 thé thi diu dwoc ma khong c6 mon sandwich ning krong chir?” N6 liéc qua dd an ciia ti. “May c6 gi khé hon khong?”
“Ty ly di, tao khong mubn an.”

“May khong dang an kiéng dy chir?” N6 dia, rdi nhon Ay mon ca ngir boc mi nguyén chit ciia toi.

“Khong.™

“Héo hon vi mdt tinh yéu khong duogc dén dap 42

“Marnie!”

N6 cén mdt miéng rdi nhai voi vé tram tur. “Tao nghi iy nén bao voi Adam vé tinh cam ctia méy.”

“Ha bt cai giong ctia miy xudng, okay?” Téi liéc sang hai ban bén canh, noi Kelly dang ngdi cting v6i mdt dam ban.
“Néu nhu miy n6i voi cau ta thi didu toi t& nhat c6 thé xay ra a gi?”” Marnie hoi.

“Y may I ngoai chuyén tao bi nhuc nha é ché khi héin tréng c6 vé kinh ngac, 16i pha Ién cudi dién cudng dy 4?”
“Adam i mdt gi qua tir t& dé co thé am diéu d6.” N6 dép lai.

“Okay, thé thi hiin trong kinh ngac, nudt nguoc lai tiéng cudi, rdi sau d6 cam thiy rat tiéc cho tao. Thé con té hon.”
“May ding 11 lac quan qué dy!” N6 noi. “Pdy, an t sandwich kep thit dong va cookie di. D6 an an i ddy.”

Toi cm ly c4i tdi, rdi nhin xung quanh va thiy 4n ban moi nhéit ctia & The Pipeline da duoc xép chong & ngoi 16i vao cing tin. Angela dang chia béo
cho Kelly va damban. N6 bang qua phia ban ctia chiing t6i va thd xudng hai to. “Giao hang déc biét day.”

“Camon, Ang”
“Khong c6 g.” N6 tra 14, r6i di tiép.

“Bai ctia Kelly chiém trang nhAt tuan nay.” Marnie ndi, trai rong t bao ctia minh Ién ban. “Trang dau I bai vé budi da hoi.”

Toi bt d4u tin cong miy cai banh cookie c6 it cudi ciia Teddy.

“Nay Jane, miy dugc trich din ¢ day nay.”

“Dau?” Toi hoi va thay mot miéng cookie khac vao mdm. Ching nhat théch, nhung chocolate 1 chocolate.

“Trong bai ctia Kelly dy.”

“Khong thé ndo.” T6i n6i. “Tao hau nhu khéng ndi chuyén véi nd tir hom thi 6.”

“A, thé thi trong co i hiém hoi ma my da néi thi niy ¢6 tinh c& bao ring “D6 B mdt budi da hoi ma 16i s& khong sém quén di’ khong?”
“0, ¢6 ddy, tao diing I c6 noi thé khi n6 hoi tao 1 tao ¢6 vui vé hay khong”

Toi nhét & béo ctia minh 1én va liéc qua cot bai tin vit, & d6 tuong thuat ai di voi ai va moi ngudi an méc thé ndo dén timg chi tiét nhat théch.

Thé rdi t6i tim théy no: “Jane Hardy di cing v6i mdt anh chéng ngh i trong vo cling la it tir mot truong & Washington, D.C. Khi dwoc héi hai ngwoi
ho ¢ gi nghiém tic khong, Hardy da tra 1oi don gian “D6 1 mdt budi da hdi ma t6i s& khong som quén di.™

“Sac!” Toi kéu ken. “Ding 1a chép ndi timg cau 16i don ¢ lai voi nhau va lam cho moi viéc mang mot y nghiia hoan toan khac! Nghe nhuw kiéu a Daniel
voi tao dang yéu nhau khong bang, Sao n6 c6 thé 1am diéu ndy voi tao nhi?”

Toi quing dam cookie vao trong tdi cting véi miéng sandwich va v chiing lai voi nhau, siét chit cai tii.

“Tao khong nghi d6 I ¢ ¥, Marnie tra 10i. “No chi khong biét  minh dang lam gi thoi.” Ri n6 v6 kén ¢0 tay t0i. “Tha 1ong di, néu khong mon thit dong
lai phun tung toe ra & day bay gio day.”

Toi Fic dau khong thé tin dugc.

“Thoi ndo,” Marnie n6i, tong phan sandwich c4 ngir con lai ctia t6i vao mém. “Tao can ghé qua ti dé do mot 1at.”



Ching t6i thu don céc thir, quiing rac, 1di tién ra khoi cang tin. Khi ching toi dy ctra ra ngoai, Josh va Adam budc vio.
“Hi.” T6i noi.

“Hi.”” Josh déap lai.

Adam durng lai chan trurde mit toi. “Toi vira doc bai bao ciia em.”

“Thé 42" T6i ¢b ra vé than nhién, nhur thé c4i bai viét ma t6i d& d6 md hoi s6i mrdc mit ra dé viét d6 cha 1 gi Ion lao ca.
“Toi nghi nd thit qua cham chich.”

T61 nhin anh, choang vang, “Cai gi?”

“N6 that bat cong va sai dén chét nguoi”

Toi chop mit, qué ngac nhién dé c6 thé laim gi d6 khac di. Marnie m6 td béo clia nd dé xem toi viét gi. Khi nd bam mdi va liéc qua nhin t6i thay vi nhay
vao bao v€ cho tdi, t6i lién bat dau doc qua vai no.

Tim t6i ching xudng, “Nham bai rdi. Minh email cho Tom nhim bai roi!”

“Tao da bao I s& 6 10i giai thich rdi ma.” Josh bao véi Adam

Nhung Adam thye sy tirc gian. “Nham bai u? Khong han ki cai nhin mi em mudn dua ra 42 Anh hoi. “Tai sao nha bao cac ngudi khong thé chi ndi sur
thét thoi nhi?”” Anh it anh sac nhur dao. “C6 phai la em cam thay qua nham chan khong, Jane? Em c6 can phai la trung tim ctia moi sy chi y vi nhing
bai bao cua minh khong? Em lic ndo ciling phai dieu khién moi thir, lic nao cling co d€ nhan duoc phan hoi!”

“Bm c6 mit bai viét khac,” toi lén ﬁéng, “mpt bai viét thue sy tich cuc; yemla no thyc sy qua...”

Toi nin Bing. Lam thé ndo t6i ¢ thé gii tich tinh hudng nay mi khong thira nhan tinh cam ctia minh cho anh chir?

“Qué tich cyc chir gi?” Anh két thiic cAu ndi cho t6i. “Toi khé ¢6 thé tudng trong ra diéu d6.” Con hon k sur gian dit trong mit anh, mot céi gl d6 toi
tamhon, nhung t61 khong bict d6 la gi hay phai tra 101 lai nhur the nao. Toi thay anh kho nhoc nubt xuong. Roi bang mbt giong king I hon, anh néi. “Anh
khong hi€u duge em. Anh khong thé hi€u duoc diéu gi dang xay ra trong ci dau ctia em.”” N6i xong anh bude di.

Khi canh cira cing tin d6ng lai sau lung anh va Josh, Marnie quan sat toi. “C4u ta s& bi sc khi phat hién ra diéu gi dang xay ra trong tri tim may.”

Toi ngd tyra vao twong “Tao khong thé tin duoc I tao lai m nhur thé.”

Toi ké cho Marnie nghe Iy do vi sao t6i lai viét hai ban khéc nhau, nhung n6 qua hiéu t6i, n6 da doan ra roi.

Cl}iéu homdo6 61 noi chuyén thing thén voi Tom. That 1 x4u hd! Bién tap vién thé thao do chinh tay anh chon d phai 1ong mdt van dong vién va khong
the ndo gilt cho dau 6¢ duge khach quan nira! Toi bao anh diéu ma t6i cho 1 ching t6i nén lam, va anh n6i d6 la quyt dinh cua t6i. Anh cling lam het
stic minh dé do cho long tu trong cua 61, ma cai long tur trong d6 1a khong day trong chuyén nay. Mot gid sau, trong khi toi va Vinny dang xem tran dau
cuia ddi lacrosse nif, t6i bao cdu ta gio' cau ta la phong vién toan thoi gian cho déi lacrosse nam. Chuyén muc d6 gio 1a dira con ctia cau ta.

“Y chi la... tit ca cac tran d4u?” Vinny hoi, vo cling ngac nhién.

“U. Va ching ta s& lam thir & cac trén play-off. Cau s& dugc tin huong diéu do.”

D06 khong phai a mot la chon d& dang cho toi. Toi k dira con géi khong bao gt d& mot gi con trai diimg gilta toi va diéu t0i mudn. Ma didu t6i mudn
la viet ve the thao, va mon the thao wa thich cua t6i i m6n lacrosse nam Nhung t6i bict diu d6 1a lya chon cong bang duy nhat. Cac cau thu trong doi
khong can nhitng 161 chi trich than tinh hay ca dong o1 khen nggi. Ho ximg dang voi nhitng phén tich sau sac, nhur ki¢u ma t6i c6 thé thurong xuyén vict ra
trude day, o, trude khi toi virdng vao chuyén yéu duong,

Toi ¢ lai mudn sau trén déu ciia doi ni, xir 1y mot bai viét vé 6, chimg t6 vi bén than réng t0i vén c6 thé viét mot cach tir & v& mot ddi ndo d6. Khi toi
vé nha, bat dia bira t01 da duoc chat trong bon rira. Me da dén lop, va 6ng ngoai dang xem tran dau cua Os trong phong khach. T6i ham nong mot
khoanh thit ham con lai, 16i ra ngdi cling 6ng,

“Khong c6 dudng vao san bong chily ma khong c6 vé ctia con.” Ong ngoai n6i, 1di chia tay ra.

“Trude khi con dira dng bdo tuin ndy, con can phai néi cho dng nghe chuyén gi da xay ra. Va con van chira sin sang voi chuyén do.”

Ong liéc nhin sang bén, anh mét heét qua t6i trong mot cai nhin kiém tra nhanh chéng ctia d4ng sinh thanh dé xem c6 chuyén gi sai st thé tham khong,
“Okay.” Ong noi.

“Con da dwoc wu tién tir do chuyén dén khu vire béo chi. Nhanh tim chd ngdi di. Cham béng trude, va ng nghi réng tay ném bong nay s& thua,”



buing thé that. Trong khi t6i an biia i, ching t0i xem vai hiép ghi diém dién cuépg, sau d6 6ng ngoai goi y hai 6ng con di dao. Opg bao ong van chura di
du s0 dam trong ngay, va t6i bict do chi la Iy do. i bd s& lam viée ndi chuyén dé dang hon bdi vi chiing t6i s& khong phai nhin thang vao nhau.

Ching t6i hron Ién lwon xubng cac day nha trong khu dan cur, va lan thir ba trong ngiy t6i ké lai cau chuyén dau khé ctia minh. Nhung t6i tranh né: toi
khong nhic dén Adam, chi 1a t6i da tr¢ thanh ban tot voi vai dira con trai trong ddi bong, Toi chd dng ngoai hoi sao lai c6 sy khac biét so véi chuyén la
ban tot voi Marnie, nhung tat ca nhitng gi dng néi chi 13, “Nghe cd vé con da 1am dieu dung dan, Jane a.”

“Chuyén d6 khong vui vé chitt nao.” T6i tra 101, chan da vao mot cuc da nam fin loc.

“Ong chéic 14 vay. Con d n6i gi voi Hudn luyén vién chura?”

“Ong nghi | con nén n6i 42" Toi doan 6ng ngoai nghe durge s mién cudng trong giong ndi ciia toi.

“Con khong can phai néi cho Grizzy biét Iy do chinh xAc mé con phai vét 1on dé giir tinh khach quan ctia minh. Con khéng can phai dira ra mot cai tén
va mot sO 20.”

T6i nghng lén nhin 6ng, ngac nhién. Ong d4 doan ra rdi sao?

“C6 I8 con nén giai quyét chuyén nay cho xong udn,” Toi ndi khi ching t6i bt dau quay trd xudng khu ngd sau nha toi. “Huén huyén vién chéc van con
thirc.”

Ong ngoai dé t6i lai trurde cong nha ba Bean. Mot phiit sau ba hang x6m ctia chiing t6i ra md cira, mic mot bo dd ngi bang lya voi hinh vet xanh in day
trén d6. Khi t61 néi t61 muon noi chuyén voi Huan luyén vién, ba lam bam thir gi d6 vé chuyén khong dugc ti€e ting vao toi thir 5, nhung r6i van de toi
lén. T61 dirng lai trede canh cira dan dén tang ba va g cira.

“Huén luyén vién?” Toi goi. “La em, Jane day.” Toi déy clra mo, goi lai lan nita, va bude 1én vai bac thang dAu tién.

“Xin 16 vi lam phién thay. Em biét 1 cing hoi mudn r0i” Toi lai kén tiéng. Thé rdi t0i nhan thiy cénh cira nha tm - néim ngay trude mit t0i - dang déng
va bén trong murdc dang chay - thurc t€ 1a dang rit Ién qua duong ong, Toi do duy.

“Hi Daisy.”
Toi bude In mdt bac nita. “Stacy! Em khong nghi 1 chi dang ¢ ddy - y em 4 van con & day.”

Chi ho t6i dang ngdi trude cai ban vudng, chin gac Ién mot cai ghé tira khdc, trong rat chi B ¢ nha & khu vire in ubng trong phong khich ctia Hudn luyén
vién.

“Khi Grizzly tir trurong vé, bon chi da goi pizza,” chi n6i, “mudn mot miéng khong?”

“Khong, camon.”

T6i nhin thiy c4i hop trén 1o vi song ctia Hudn uyén vién. Trén dinh chiéc ti lanh nho 13 5 chai soda xanh voi nén d6 cim trén d6. Ching trong nhu Gidng
sinh vdy, va gio' khi ma nhitng cai 6ng nurde trong phong tim da yén tinh bt di thi ding la nghe giong Giang sinh that. Toi king nghe thémmot lic nita.
“Chi dang choi carols day a?”

“Perry Como.” Chi bao toi.

Trong nhitng gi toi con nhd, Stacy da chét mé chét mét Perry Como, mot ca si tir thé hé clia dng ngoai.

“N6 I cai bang duy nhét ctia 6ng dy ma Grizzly ¢6.” Chi thém vao.

“Em khong thé tudng twong duoc visao.”

Chi mim cudi va nhiin vai, céi kiéu ma chj van hay Bim mbi khi i tréu choc chi vé nhitng béing nhac ling man ¢ xura. Toi cdm giéc nhu thé minh dang
nhin ngudi chi ho ma t6i da thuong biét, véi mai toc do ¢t thanh dudi cao witt trén dau, doi chan tran, ki€u tat wa thich lap 16 16 ra dudi chiée quan jean -
the loai dan va in nhiing ny hong trén do.

“Grizzly dang rira bat trong bon tim,” chi ndi, “c6 1& anh 4y khong thé nghe tiéng em trude tiéng dng nude ra rit nhur thé.”

Toi liéc vé phia phong tam, i budc qua chd chiéc ban ma chi dang ngdi.

“Chi c6 gi & day thé?” Toi hoi. “Trong nhur anh thé thao 4y.”

Chi gio mdt tim Ién, cudi toe. “Day | Grizzly khi anh 4y choi cho d6i Pai hoc Loyola.”

“Tuyét.” Chi tha chin xubng, va t0i ngdi mléqg dé xem k§ hon. D6 1 nhirng tAm anh lacrosse, va bt chdp céi thure té 1 cc cau tha déu dang doi “nén”
- nhu Stacy da goi - chi van c6 thé chi ra Huan luyén vién trong moi birc anh.



“Chi s& két lai vai cai cho anh &y.” Stacy n6i. “Anh &y cin ¢6 thir gi d6 trén nay dé kim noi ndy gidng ngdi nha hon. Nhung dé timra céch treo cac thir
1én c4i trdn nha rong ma nghiéng the nay ciing a tbéch thirc day.” Mat chi sang ruc; chi yéu thich nhﬁng,du tinh nhur the ndy. ““Anh ay can vai tam anh ctia
Big Mama, c6 & 13 anh ghép. Va chi dang nghi dén mdt cai chudng gi6 - né ma treo ¢ cho nay thi dep lam.”

“Mama da vé nha chira?”” Toi hoi, mit liéc quanh.

“N6 dang ng trong phong nga dy. Dén chao n di”

Toi tim thdy Big Mama rtic trong chén trén girdng cua Grizzly. Mong true va dudi cua n6 duge bang lai, va nd can phai nuoi thém it 1ng, nhung no rén
gt gtr khi toi gdi nd va nhay mat vai toi voi vé hai long. “Khoe 1én di, c¢6 gai gia.” Toi thi tham, “thay can may day.”

Trén dudng ra khoi phong ng ti gb cira phong tim. “Hey, Huan luyén vién. La Jane ddy. Big Mama trong 6n im.”

Ctra mo ra. Huén luyén vién dang quy truée bon tim, bot xa phong bam trén canh tay, mbt chdng cao nhitng dia day mau sic bén canh. “Hi Jane. T6i
dang co lam cho tiéng 6n nhd bot di.” Thay thay t6i nhin chong dia. “T6i chi chong né 1én thoi.”

Toi bat cudi. “Thay can nguoi lau gitip khong?”

“Khong, camon.”

“Um, em can n6i v6i thﬁy vé mit chuyén. V& bai bdo mi emda viét.”
“Trong trudng hop do thi vao di.” Thay ndi, rdi dura toi mdt c4i khan sach.

Toi quy xudng bén canh thy va ching toi bét dau kim viéc, thiy thi rira, con i lau kho va chét nhitng cai dia Ién céi thing méy con yéu 6t hon ctia thély.
Toi giai thich v6i théy v& hai bai viét khac nhau, khé giéng véi nhimg gi t6i da giai thich véi ong ngoai.

Khi t6i ndi xong, Huan luyén vién hoi. “Em c6 thé cho t61i mdt ban bai viét ban dau ctia em dugc khong? Ban tich cyre ay. Toi muon doc cho ca doi

nghe.”

“Uh- &...” Téi tir hoi khong biét sy yéu quy cia t6i ddi véi Adam c6 hién nhién qua khong. Toi biét 1 minh da danh it nhét 1 hai doan dé ndi vé& nd e
tan cong cua anh.

“To6i s& cho em biét Iy do.” Hudn luyén vién ndi. “Céc chang trai d3 noi rit nhidu vé bai viét ctia em trong budi tip hom nay. Ho thye sy dé tam dén no.”
“Oi, jeez.”

“Thy chura,  khong chi minh em tré nén hiéu va yéu quy ho. Ho ciing da trd nén yéu quy va ton trong em, Jane a. Em khong chi con B mdt phong Vlen
ma ho c6 thé quang quéc vé nhitng quan diém hay cach nhin - i khong chi thé nira. Nhitng gi em nghi va néi thue su ¢ y nghiia d6i véi ho lic nay.”

“Em chua bao gioy nghi theo chiéu hurdng d6.” Toi lau mdt cai dia cho dén khi né béng loang,

Mic xac vay, toi nghi, Adam qua tirc gidn, du sao thi anh ciing s& khong thém nghe dau.

“Okay, ems& ghé qua dura thiy vao gio béo céo ngiy mai.”

Ching t6i don xong dam bat dia va dem ching quay tr6 vao khu vire phong khach. Toi chic Grizzly may mén trong trdn d4u ngay thir 6, i quay vé nha.
Khi t6i Ién giurong t0i hom 4 ay, ¢ ging khong nghii vé Adam, tAm trf toi quay tr6 lai voi Stacy. Duong nhur 1 kha ky la d6i véi mdt co déu, hai ngdy trudc
khi diénra I8 cudi, lai tho thén v6i mdt anh chang doc than khong phai ki hon phu ctia minh. Nhung hom nay 1a ngay dlen ra bira ticc doc than cua Travis
- lin choi boi cudi cing cta anh ta theo nhur bon ho n6i. Ciing chi la cong bang thoi khi Stacy ciing ¢6 1an choi boi cudi cling ctia minh, v6i doi tit in nu
hdng, nén d6, Perry Como, va mit anh chang nhay cam c6 tén 1 Grizzy.

Ban dang doc truyén I Do (Tinh Yéu Pich Thirc) dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 17

Trude tran diu gap doi Dulaney vao thir 6, Vinny cir quanh quén bén t6i & van phong va néi rét nhiéu. C4u ta duong nhu cam théy cang thing ching
kém gi hai long ve trach nhiém moi ctia minh, ca grong mit cir hong lén phén khich. Cau ta mudn biét t6i s& ngdi & dau sudt tran d4u. Voi Angela, toi
bao cau ta, va cao hon héin nhitng bang ghé ma t6i van thurdng hay ngdi.

Khi tréin d4u bt dau, that ky cuc khi khong phai theo dai timg gidy mot cac dién bién.


http://ebookfull.net

“Cau biét ddy, cau khong cin phai nhin minh mdi khi n6i,” Angela ndi, “trude ddy cau chua bao gio Bmthé.”
“That thoai mai khi duoc xir sy binh thuong,”
“Dling c6 bo thure hanh,” Angela bao ti, “cau van 1 phong vién thé thao ddy.”

Khi gioy nghi giai lao dén, ching t6i dang dan 7-5, nhung d6i d6i phuong da phan cong va g& duoc 5 ban lién tiép. Mach trén d4u dang c6 loi cho
Dulaney. T6i nhin Vinny vong vo phong van cac cau thiy, wée gi minh c6 thé hét phu vao vai cau hoi cho ciu ta.

Adam dang dmg bén dudng bién, y khan lau dau, fiéc nhin xung quanh nhur thé dang tim kiém ai d6. Anh di qua noi chuyén véi Vinny. Angela nghiéng
nguoi vé phia t6i. “Céu coé doc modi duoc khong?”

“Chi may tir chiri thé thoi.” Toi tra Ioi.

Vinny chi lén phia khan dai. Adam doi mil bao ho kén, 10 quay vé phia chung 61 va liéc qua cac IHng ghé ngdi. That kho dé n6i 1 anh dang nhin di déu
dudi tim che mt na do. Kelly ngdi dudi ching t6i 5 hang ghé, gio tay vay anh. Anh quay lai sdn dauma khong tra loi ai ca. Dinhién r6i, cac van dong
vién thurong khong vay tay dap lai boi vi ho phai hanh dong nhur thé tAm tri ctia ho dé hoan toan vao tran dau.

Nira sau trén d4u bat dau voi hai doi trong sy tap trung cao do. Dulaney thing ¢t giao bong, nhung chiing toi da cudp duge bong tir ho. Pablo va Adam
dang trién khai tan cong,

Pablo di chuyén nhanh quanh khu cim dia, rdi Adam cit ngang va voi mt dong tac gia anh nhanh chong tranh duroc tay theo kém minh. Anh gio cao
@iy, va duong chuyén bay xet vao vot ctia anh. Anh dong tru trén khong, sin sang dé tung béng vao gon.

“Cén than!” T6i gao 1én khi mdt hau vé thir hai tAn cong anh vdi toan bo strc manh ctia co thé.

Adamkhong hé thy hin ta lao 16i - dng & anh nén thiy, nhung anh lai khong dé y. Anh bi hic manh vao bung va bi quing nguroc trd lai mit san.
“Oil” Toi tho hit ra, cam giac nhur thé ai d6 vira moi ddm mdt ¢t vao bung minh vy.

T6i chdr Adam bo ddy, nhung anh van niim im. T6i tim Iy canh tay Angela. “Anh 4y chén throng rdi.”

Trong tai thdi coi tam dimg trén d4u, va Grizzly lao ra san. Pong doi ctia Adam vay xung quanh anh.

“Thé di ¢6 ban.” Angela bao t6i. “Thé di.”

Rudt gan t6i quén lai nhu mot qua bong bi thét nit.

“C6 thé 11 khong sao ca dau Jane.” Angela ndi tiép. “C6 thé cau ta chi bi choang mdt chut thoi.”

Mot gidy sau Adam dimg ddy va co dudi canh tay va lung. Toi c6 thé doc durge ngdn ngit co thé ctia anh tir trén khén dai - Fic dAu voi Huén luyén vién,
hai vai so lai - anh dang cam thay ghé tdm ban thin minh.

P4 bao nhiéu lin t6i i chimg kién mot cau thi1 bi tAn cng boi mot pha can bong bang co thé? Thong thurong ti s& tur hoi didu d6 s& am thay d6i hang
cong nhur thé ndo néu nhur mdt cu thir dyr bi vao thay cho cau thi da bi ngil xudng san. Lan nay t6i ching thém quan tim dén bt ctr diéu gi ngoai trir
viée khong biét Adam c6 bi chén thuong hay khong,

Sau d6, khi Marnie két thiic budi uyén tap va nhap hoi cing ching t61, 161 tlny minh chii ngudi xudng khi mot cau thi khéc bi triét ha. Khi ciu tha thir
ba gan nhu bj ¢t d6i gitta ngudi, t6i nhém chat mit lai, nhu thé diéu do sap stra xay ra voi Adam vdy.

Marnie nhdn ra phén Gng cta t6i. “May khong sao chtr?”

“S& 6n thoi.” Toi ndi voi vé quyét tim Mot khi tran déu nay két thic, mot khi 18 tong duyét va & cudi trdi qua - mdt khi toi quén dugc anh - tit ca moi
chuyén s€ 6n ca.

skkk
Me ché t6i dén & tong duyét & nha the vao t6i hom dy dé c6 thé ngdi cing voi mo Susan, mo da nhd me dén dé h tror vé miit tinh thin. Trén duong dén
e béo t6i di€u t6i d& nghi ngd: cau mo t6i da c6 mdt dam tot nhung ho cling dang lo ling nhur tat ca ching t6i vé tuong lai ctia Stacy va Travis.

Nha thd dwoc chon dé té chirc  cudi rt 1on, v6i dd mde tréng tudt 1ap 1oe va nhitng 6 cira s cao, tron. L& tong duyét dugc t6 chire vio ciing gior véi
bu01 18 ngiy mai, 7h30 61, va bau troi 16a 1én véi cac mau hong, da cam, mau hoa ca, lam cho khong khi tro nén sach s&, dong khuon nhimg khung cira
s0 voi sdc mau ruc 10, That 1 ky diéu khi Travis khong phan d6i budi hoang hon vi n6 choi véi mau toc ctia Stacy.

Khi chiing t61 dén thi Adarp d3 & 36 i, dang tho thAn v6i mdt nhom con trai 16n hon Bm nhiém vu din chd, n6i chuyén va cuoi Am1T Toico 18 s& thoai
mai hon khi chat chit vé thé thao voi dam con trai, nhung t6i ¢ lai voi hdi phit dau, nhitng ngudi tan gau vé nhitng cau chuyén cudi hoi.



Vi 8 phit dau phy, 8 nguoi dan chd, hai phit dau phit ré, mdt dira con géi cam hoa ke céc, mdt ngudi cam nhin hoang mang, mdt ngudi cha lo king,
mit 96 dau da S:ém, va mot chii ré cau né, vi linh nue t6i nghiép c6 rat nhieu diéu phai xir ly trong t6i nay. That may la Qng Clarke, chii nhin cua bita tigf:c
s€ dién ra sau I€ cudi, da dua nhitng chi thi cho Travis; c6 1€ 6ng ta dang & cho nha hang phan phat nhiéu chi thi hon, dicu d6 lam cho 6ng ta bét dau dau
hon ching t6i.
Stacy da gip Cha Koontz trude do va ndi voi Cha chi thich moi thir nhur thé ndo: didu d6, di nhién, khong phit hop v6i y mubn ctia Travis. Téi kinh ngac
tru6e nhitng chi tiét ma ho tranh cai nhau: ai dimg canh ai, thir tw vi tri ctia timg ngudi ching toi, nhitng goc ma ching t6i phai quay mit vao, ching i
phai cach nhau bao nhiéu hang ghé khi bude doc theo 16i di. Han Ia Pirc Cha s€ de€ dang hon khi chi dao cude dieu hanh Rose Bowl.
Chang mét nhiéu thoi gian dé tinh trang cing thang gitta Stacy va Travis laim nhing cau chuyén cudi va nhig tiéng khuc khich giira ching t61 im bat.
Vao mot I tirc gidn, t6i thy Stacy coi mdt chiéc gidy ra, 51et chat nd trong tay, va toi nghi chi sip stra quang 6 di nhu chi da quang chiéc nhan. Toi bat
gip anh miét ctia chi. Chi mim cudi co phin ngwong nging, 10 thao ndt chiéc con lai va dat ching can than trén bang gle ctia nha thd, ¢ cg cai chian deo
bit tit moi dur Ién chén kia. Ngoai trir dira con gai cdm hoa Jac cAc, ching toi déu virot qua phin di lai ctia minh nhur thé ching t6i dang budc trén vo
trupg, lo so rang dua ra cAu hoi ¢6 thé 8 dAn dén mdt cude tranh ludn khac. Khi thoi diém toi phai vin tay Adam tai bac thém trude bé they dén, anh liéc
xuong nhin t6i mot lat.
“Chuic mimg chién théing.” T6i kh& ndi.
“D6 khong phai la mot tran diu ma anh c6 thé tr hao.” Anh ndi.
Sau d6 ching t0i phéi fién két véi nhau in nita dé bude xubng 16i di dai va ln nay ching t6i khong noi gi ca, chi king I& déu bude bén nhau. Toi nghi
budi tap duyét cing thang cudi cling da qua khi tt c4 moi ngudi da diéu hanh xudng 16i di va tp trung & phia sau nha the. Thé 16i Stacy nhé ra ngon nén
hop nhat.
“La cai gi thé?” Travis hoi, nghe ¢6 vé cau kinh.
“Chi Ia mot nghi I nho thoi. Mot tap tuc hay.”
“Ching ta ¢6 phai lam thé khong?”
“Ching ta khong phai lim,” Stacy bao anh ta, “nhung em muén thé. D6 1 mdt biéu trong dep cho mdt tinh yéu dén dén hon nhan.”
Travis nhéin nho. “Khéng phai ching ta da c6 da nhig biéu trong dep rdi hay sa0?”
“Céi ndy khong phai la mot chuyén toi té, Travis.” Chi noi, rang nghién chit lai.
“Anh d noi thé 42 Anh ta dap lai mdt cdch nhanh chéng,

“Anh d4 am chi nhur thé.”

“Tét ca  nhitng gi anh ndi 1 ching ta da c6 du nhiing thir phai lm voi cai 1é nay 1di. Khach khira s& chét d6i mét. Hon nita, anh khong mudn c6 thip mot
ngon nén trude mit quan khach,” anh ta thém vao, “tay anh ¢6 thé s& run lay béy.”

Thé 1di Stacy cam Ky tay Travis. Chi giit n6 gitta hai ban tay ctia minh va nhe nhing xoa xoa.
“Stacy,” Travis noi, d6t nhién kéo chi vio Iong, “Anh cang thing qua. Anh chura bao gid nghii anh s& hoang hdt nhur thé nay vé& chuyén cudi xin.”
“Moi nguoi ai ciing thé ca,” chi dap lai xoa diu, quang tay con lai Ién vai anh ta. “Mot khi nd da bét dau, anh s& thoai méi hon. That ddy.”

“Anh hi vong thé,” Travis ndi, “anh ctr lwét qua nhitng danh sach & trong dau.”

Tay Stacy vubt nhe én trén anh ta, “Moi thi da chuén bi xong rdi, Travis. Gi ching ta chi can vui v& én thoi. Va néu nhu ching ta ¢6 quén céi gl d6 thi
mic xac nd!”” Chi quang hai tay quanh Travis, mim cuoi, “Néu nhu c6 chuyén gi d6 dién ra khac di so voi ké hoach, thi ai thém quan tdm chr?”

“Anh quan tam,” Anh ta tra 1oi. “Ching ta da chuén b cho I cudi ndy qué chu d4o, gior khong thé dé xay ra mot sai sot ndo.”
“N6 chi 13 mdt nghi 18, Travis, mt bita tiéc véi nhing ngudi ma ching ta yéu quy. That ngdc nghéch khi cir nghi vé nhitng sai sot.”

Stacy nging Ién nhin anh ta mot céch triu mén cho dén khi anh mit Travis gap mat chi va anh ta mim cuoi voi chi. Vai phit dau phy thé phao. Travis cti
xuong hon Stacy, va tat cd moi ngudi cung vo tay. Toi cling vo, va nhin chan chi.

“Ngon chan chi dy khong quép lai.”
“Emnéi gi c0?” Adam hoi, nghiéng nguoi lai gin toi.
“Ho hon nhau,” t6i n6i, “nhung ngdn chan Stacy khong quép lai.”

“Thudng thi khi hai ngwoi hén nhau, ngudi ta im diéu d6 bang moi chir.”



T6i phét I vé ché nhao. “Ong ngoai bao v6i bon em 1 ba ngoai biét dng i ngudi sinh ra danh cho ba béi vi khi ho hon nhau, ngén chén ciia ba quip
lai.”

“Anh hiéu rdi. Thé ngdn chin em m gi khi em va anh chang nghé si kia hon nhau?”
Cau hoi cua anh lam t6i khong kip phong bi. “Um.. chuyén d6 c6 y nghia gi khong?”
“C6,” anh n6i, “nhur 1 mdt bang chimg cho cai Iy thuyét di truyén ctia em.”

D6 khong phéi 1 cach ma t6i mubn né co ¥ nghia. “C6 18 day khong phéi i vin d& di truyén,” t6i bao anh. “Thé Kelly c6 nhiic dén ngén chan sau khi
anh hon cu ta khong?”

“Khong,” Anh tra 10, “khong, ¢ dy khong n6i mot 1oi ndo ca.”

Thé 1di ca hai ching t6i ciing quay lai vi cai canh ling man nho nho trude nit. Toi hian s& Bmbat cir diéu gi dé c6 thé dimg trong vai trd ctia Kelly vao
démhomdo va ca ngay mai nita - bat ctr dicu gi, di nhién rdi, ngoai viéc no6i voi anh dicu do.
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Chuong 18

Bita in tHi tiép theo sau 18 tong duyét vao 6i thir 6 khong ¢6 su kién ndo ca. DO 1 mdt bira an ngdi trong mot cén phong riéng biét & mot khach san rat
sang trong. Toi ngdi voi gia dinh t6i tai ban ciia minh, va Adam & v6i gia dinh anh. Hai Jan ti bt gap anh it ciia anh trong t tAm guong c6 khung boc ma
vang, nhung ¢4 I& d6 khong la gi ca ngoai sy tinh co. Di sao di chang nita, d6 1 tht ca nhing dip chiing t6i nhin thAy nhau t6i hom d6. Khi t6i rdi khoi
nha hang thi sim dang rén vang trén troi, va tt ca moi ngudi cing nhanh chong giai tan.

Thir 7, ngdy 1 thang 5, bt ddu mdt cach xam xit va 4mwdt, nhung dén gitta chidu thiné chuyén thanh mot ngay mia xuin dep ruc rd. Bau troi duge
quét sach voi mot miu xanh dwong tuyét dbi, va timg bui hoa dd quyén déu nd tung bimg, timg déa hoa trong virdn dudng nhur du bét ngd nd bung,
nhur nhitng bdng hoa trong nhitng bd phim hoat hinh Disney vAy. Néu nhur Stacy budt hat vang trong khi im & cudi thi nhirg con chim son ca chiic chin
s& dau xudng trén tay chi.

Me va t6i mét kha nhidu thoi gian & cira hang m toc, ngdi bén canh nhau dudi chiée mii chup sdy kho, cac ngon tay chia ra dé phuc vu cong viée son
stra. Ching t6i ctr cudi khiic khich trén dudng vé nha. Toc me da tré nén ngfin hon va rit 1 sang trong, Toc 6i thi bi quén lai va cim Ién cao, duoc gt
lai boi mot chiée rge 1ong lanh & phia sau dAu.

Khi 6ng ngoai nhin thdy chung i, 6ng thoc tay vao méi téc mong dd bac mau ciia minh. “Ong da biét 1 dang I& 6ng nén lam toc ma. Hai me con con s&
lam 6ng no6i bat cho xem.”

Toi trang diém ¢ nha, sau d6 dng ngoai ki xe dura t0i dén nha cau m, & d6 t0i s& miic vay va gilip Stacy. Nhiing phi dau phu khéc va con bé cam hoa
s€ mic d6 ¢ nha, sau d6 nhap hdi véi ching t6i sau.

Ong ngoai va t6i im king trong sudt mudi phut di dudng, Khi dng 1& vao 16i danh cho xe hoi, 6ng m6i hoi, “Con c6 cing thiang khong?”
“C6 a. Ong con lo ling khong?”
“Con biét 1 ong lu6n lo Fing cho hai ¢6 chau thén yéu nhit ctia minh ma.” Ong tra 1oi.

T6i hrét nhitng ngdn tay duroc son sira hoan hao doc theo tAm bang dong hd; né trong nhur thé ban tay ai d6 da bi ghép vao canh tay ciia t6i vay. “T6i
thir 5, khi con sang gip Huan luyén vién, Stacy van dang con & d6.”

“Ong biét,” Ong ngoai n6i, “Ong van tiép tuc di bd quanh khu nha va nhin thiy xe ciia nd trude cira nha ba Bean. N6 ¢6 vé thé nao?”

‘Glong Stacy. Giéng nhur Stacy xua ctl, an mic theo kiéu trude ddy chi dy hay an mc. Chia by dang xem anh lacrosse, nhirng birc anh tir nhitng ngiy
Huén luyén vién con choi bong, va ¢b quyét dinh xemnén két n6 lai nhur thé ndo. Chi Ay nghii vé chuyén lam mdt birc tranh ghép ctia Big Mama va treo
mot cai chudng gio.”

Ong ngoai gt du. “Trang trf theo kiéu n6 van thuong thich trang tri, v6i bét cir thir gin6 tim thiy xung quanh.”

“Diing vay. Ong con nhé tat ca dam bup bé ma chi 4y da tao ra tir chai xa phong khong? Va céi di dong chi 4y lam tir khudn pasta? Va cai con quai vt
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mé bon con d tao ra voi nhitng thir tir cai ban kmmdc ctia ong dy?”

“Nhitng thir ma 6ng khong cho phép bon con sd dén - ¢6, dng nhé chir.” Ong ngoai n6i rdi mim cudi.

“Con ctr ¢b nghil méii liéu con s& Am gi néu con 1 Stacy.” Toi n6i tiép. “Grizly s& khong bao gidr ¢6 thé mua cho Stacy nhitng thir ma Travis ¢6 thé. Chi
ay s€ phai tr bo ngdinha do s§ va nhitng thir d6 dac dat tién va co the 1a ca co hoi d€ trd thanh mdt ngudi ndi tro nita - con nghi chi &y muon nhitng
dicu d6 hon bat ky thtr gi.”

Ong ngoai tyra mdt tay Ién cira s xe dang mo, king nghe t6i noi.

“Nhung ¢6 rat nhiéu thir khac ma chi dy s& phai tir bo néu nhur két hon voi Travis. C6 vé nhur B nguoi ta luén phai tir bo thir gi d6.” Toi noi.

A, chitc chéin rdi.” Ong ngoai noi. “Moi viée thay d6i khi 6 ai d6 diic biét bude vao doi ta. Ca hai bén déu phai tir b m)t s6 thir. Diéu duy nhit con
khong tir bd trong mdt moi quan hé tt 1a chinh ban than con - bat ky thir gi lam con giong ban thin con nhiéu nhat.”

Gidng nhu me da timg tir bo, t6i nghi

“Kinh nghiém ctia ong 13, ong ngoai ndi tiép, “khi con duoe ¢ bén nguoi phit hop nhat con s& cam thdy dugc 1 minh nhleu hon bao gios hét. C6 mot
cam giac hanh phiic, va mdt cam gidc duoc song véi chinh minh va ngudi khac, n6 giéng nhur khong con diéu gi khac nira.”

Toi nho lai cai khoanh Kkhéc toi ghi ban tru6e Adam, nu cuoi toe toét hop hon cta anh, hai ngon tay gio kén chién théng, va toi da cam thay dién cuéng
the nao, kiét strc ra lim sao, ngudi phi day bin dat, va nguyén ven, hanh phiic giong nhu chinh ban thin toi. Toi udc gi toi ¢6 thé cam nhan duoc nhicu
khoanh khac nhur thé. Té1i ude gi Stacy cling duge nhur vay.

“Con nghi chi 4y nén hodn d4m cudi lai.” Toi ndi. “Con nghil chi 4y nén tim hiéu thém vé Huén luyén vién.”

“Ong ciing nghi thé.”

“Vay hily n6i gi d6 voi chi dy di, dng ngoai!” Toi kéu Ién. “Néu ai d6 c6 thé ndi thi ong ciing ¢6 thé n6i.”

“Stacy da gip Grizzy du dé tu dua ra su ra chon cho riéng minh.”

“Hay ndi chuyén véi chi y di!” Toi cau xin.

Ong lic dau.

“Ba Bean noi ring loi ich ctia viée i ca 1 vi nguoi ta ¢6 thé ndi bt ky diéu gi ho mubn.” Toi Iy uan.

“Va con chau ba ta dén thim ba ta thudng xuyén thé ndo day?” Ong hoi.

“Géan nhu khong.” Téi thira nhén.

“Viéc ctia Ong con minh 14 & bén canh Stacy cho dil ¢6 xay ra diéu gi di ching nita, cho diin hra chon diéu gi di chéng nita,” ong n6i va dit tay kén tay
to1. “Po cling s€ 14 di€u ma con s&€ muon 6ng lam cho con.”

Toi thér dai ra khoi xe, 1di quay lai, chom ngudi qua cira s6 xe. “Ong ngoai 4, khi dng tir bo cong viée & Sports Tllustrated, d6 khong phéi vi ong nhd
cong viée viet bai cho doi nha, ding khong?”

Ong khong tra Ioi.

“Ong quay vé vi me va con.”

Ong mim cudi. “Liéu con ¢6 thé ¢6 hai Iy do nao tdt hon khong?”
skskesk

Ba chiéc limo dua tht ca ching ti dén 1€ cui. Nhimg ngwoi di ngang qua nha thé dimg ai va trd mit nhin 8 ¢6 phit du phy dy lo ing, mjt con bé
camhoa dang ndi con thinh nd, me con bé do, t6i, va mot c6 dau xinh dep tuyét tran budc ra. Ngudi tai x€ va toi giip Stacy bé dudi vay khi ching t61
tréo Ién nhitng bac thém cua nha thd va bude vao gian nghi.

Nhirng nguoi dan chd da ¢ miit, ho tdng cac khéch moi vao chd ngdi. Cac phi dau phu tim tum lai voi nhau, khic khich thi théo, kiém tra son mdi qua
nhitng hop phan bo tii. O ngudng ctra nha tho cdu mo 61 dang chao nhimg vi khach dén mudn. Stacy dot nhién chay khoi ching to1 dé vao mdt phong
phia bén kia phong nghi. T6i do du, r6i di theo chi.

“Chj khong sao chir?” Toi hoi. Mt chi tréng 6 vé do dan.

“On. Chj én ca. Bi cung ba me chi, duoc chir?”



“Chéc roi.” Toi n6i, rdi dé chi mdt minh, suy nghi xem minh mudn gi. Toi nhap hoi voi cau mo t6i & canh cira doi va liéc nhin vao bén trong khu vire chinh
cua nha tho.

Bé tho chét dﬁynhtrnghoa, nhirng canh hfSngtréngkhéng 16 va nhing nhanh phi yét}xanh cao‘ngét. T6i nhin thiy me va 6ng ngoai ngdi & hang ghé thir
hai bén phia nha gai. Ong ba Clarke da dén va dang trén dudng di xubng doc theo 161 di, gat dau voi cac vi khach khi ho di qua. Bén canh t6i mo Susan
dang 6m chét lay canh tay céu Jake, chd dén phién duge hd tong,

Téi liéc tim Marnie va Angela, Stacy mdi hai dira né dén nha tho nhur | mot wru tién cho toi. T6i can nhin thay guong mat khich ¢ cta bon n6. Véi mai
toc den lron qua luwon lai va d6i chn dai 16 ra nho doi giay cao 3 phén, t6i vira cam thiy hdo hire vira yéu 6t. T6i mubn Adam nhin thdy t6i nhur thé nay,
thé nhung t6i ciing gan nhur i so hiii 4nh mit ctia anh. Khi anh nhin t6i, t6i s& thiy céi gi trong mét anh day?

Nhung da qué tr€ dé lo ing vé dieu d6. Nhitng ngudi din chd da i tm tham dai méu tring doc theo 10i i, nhac da doi, va vi linh myc, Travis, va
Adam da bude ra trude bé tho. Toi kn lice xudng dudi 161 di d€ nhin Adam - hit vao nao, ¢6 ban, ti tw nhu - roi nhanh chéng quay lai khi nhan ra céc vi
khach da dung day va dang quay vé phia dudi nha tho. Toi thoang tia thay Marnie va Angela, hai dira né vira 1én vao hang ghé cuoi cting, 161 voi quay lai
voi Stacy.

“Chi san sang roi chir?”” Toi hoi.

Chi ném Iy tay t6i, nhung n6 gan nhur 1 mdt hanh dong phan xa, nhur thé chi khong thue sir nghe t6i néi. Cau Jake nhap héi cling ching toi.

“Nhin con gAi bé bong ctia ba kia.” La tit ca nhitng gi cu c6 thé ndi trong khi chop miit ngiin chin dong nude nit.

Ban Stacy mim cuoi v6i chi khi ho sip hang, Nhitng nguoi dan chd bat dau di xudng 16i di timg ngudi mot, nhimg phit dau phu theo sau,

“Stacy, chi s& én ca chr?” Toi hoi.

Chi chim chdm gat dAu, nhur thé dang bi thoi mién vy, Toi liéc nhin cau Jake, nhung cu cling dang lac trong thé gi6i riéng ctia minh. T6i khong blet lam
thé ndo dé khai sang cho chi ho ctia toi. Pa dén luot toi bude di. Me ctia dira con gii cim hoa dang sdp no giita Stacy va toi. “Di di.” Ba ta giuc, vAy tay
voi to1. “bi dil”

T6i bude hai budc vao trong nha thd, rdi liéc v& phia sau nhin Stacy. “Em yéu chi.” Toi ni, lim ca chi va ban than t6i ngac nhién.

Khi bude xubng 16i di, t6i gitr cho anh mét minh gan chat vao nguoi pht déu phy trude mit t61. Khi chita & sang bén trai theo ding chuong trinh, t6i liéc
sang phai va nhin thdy Adam. Anh d& dang nhin chdm chim vio t6i roi.

Anh budc t6i trude, va toi run réy vin By tay anh. Thé rdi anh dt tay anh Ién trén tay t6i, dmap va tran an. T6i liéc 1én nhin anh, anh dang quan sat
gurong it toi that gin, t0i co cam giac nhur thé mdt An nira t6i lai ndm dai trén bin va anh dang ci xudng toi. Toi quay trd lai véi budi vii hoi, khi miéng
anh chi cach miéng t6i vai inch va anh d thi thdn: “Daisy.”

Thé r6i anh tha t6i ra va chiing t6i di vao vi tri ctia minh, dé mot khoang trong & gitta cho ¢6 dau chi 1é. Con bé cam hoa nhap héi cting doan phi dau
phy, con Stacy bude miy bude cuoi cung dén chan bé thd. Cau Jake hon chi, rdi chi luon tay vao canh tay dang cong lai ctia Travis.

Nhac dimg lai, va vi linh myc bt dau. “Quy vi thin mén, ching ta tu tap noi ddy dé an mimg...”

Toi da nghe nhig 1i niy trude ddy rdi - Stacy da doc cho toi nghe vai lin trong miy tudn cudi cting vira 1di. Thay vi Fing nghe, t6i nghil @én Huén huyén
vién, ty héi toi nay thay lam gi. Toi nghi vé Angela va Tom, vé tinh ban ma Marnie danh cho Josh, vé Kelly va Adam The r6i dot nhi€n, nhanh hon nhi¢u
S0 V6i t6i nghil, chiing t6i d4 sin sang cho 10i thé.

Vj linh muyc ngAng 1én nhin toan thé gido doan va n6i, “Néu nhur ¢6 bét ky ai & dy c6 Iy do dé phan ddi cudc hon nhan nay thi hiy Ién tiéng ngay bay gio,
néu khong xin giit trong long méi mai.”

Toi trong tuong canh cira nha tho bt tung ra va Hu4n luyén vién, van con cim cai coi im viron, chay nhur bay xudng 16i di, miéng hét Ién. “Dimg am
the, Stacy. EmIa cta anh!”

Nhung di nhién 14 khong cé chuyén do.
Toi can chit modi, ch diéu khong thé tranh khoi, thé rdi bdng nghe thiy mot giong khe kha. “C6 con.”

Ca Adam va toi cing chom t6i trude, khong chac ching ti vira nghe Stacy n6i gi. Chi cam bo hoa béng tay phai va gio tay tréi lén, nhur mdt 0 bé nhit
nhat trong I6p hoc chd duge vi linh myc goi dén tén minh.

Travis tr mét nhin ¢ dau cta minh. Cac vi khach ri rim
“Conu?” Vi linh myc héi lai, chép it ngac nhién.
“Cha khong hoi em, Stacy.” Travis bao chi.

“A, em & tra 101 giéng nhau thoi.” Chi n6i, va vai vi khach ha hic miéng, “Con ¢6 1y do phan ddi.”



“Em c6 mét tri khong day?” Travis hoi.
“Emxin 16, chi nhe nhang tra 11, “nhung cudi cting em ciing da Ay lai duoc tri 6¢ ciia minh. Em khong thé cudi anh.”
“Stacy, emdién 4? Ching ta da cing nhau Ién ké hoach cho mot cude sdng hoan hao!”

“Chi anh Ién ké hoach thoi, fl"ravis, va ndi mot cach thanh thuc thi em da ¢ du rdi - ‘15 cudi hoan hao, pg(‘)i nha hoan l}élo, nhitng bf{a tiéc hoan héo, tit
cé nhitng mau sac dugc phoi hgp mdt cach nham chan hoan hao.” Chi gio b6 hoa gdbm 30 bdng hoa hong trang Ién, 16i quang nd vé phia gido doan.

Nhirng canh tay gio 1én dé chup bo hoa, va ai do bat cuoi In. Nghe nhur kiéu ngudi 6ng ho ¢6 cai TV di dong ciia Travis thi phai.

“Hay di tim ai 6 khac m anh ¢6 thé dao tao thanh mdt ngudi vo hoan hao,” Stacy n6i tiép, “c6 1& ai do ¢6 khiéu thAm my hon.” N6i r6i chi rit chiée
nhan dinh hon ra va dat n6 vao tay Travis.

“Em han 13 bi bénh rdil” Anh ta kéu Ién, “bénh niing ri.”” Rdi anh ta ngdy ngudi nhin xudng chiéc nhan kim cuong by chang, “Em dang niic sai lam Ion
day, Stacy.”

“Khong, Travis. Bt chdp moi lo ing ctia anh, cho dén gio chiing ta van chura pham phai mot sai Am bé ti ti ndo. Nhung néu nhu ching ta két hon thi
chiing ta s€ n¥ic phai mdt sai lim by chang,”

“Anh canh cao em, khong c6 dudng quay lai dau.” Gigng anh ta run run. “Anh s& khong bi si nhyc nhur thé nay lan nita.”
Stacy quay sang toi. “Em xach dudi vay cho chi duge chir? Chi ra khoi day thoi.” Toi quing b hoa cta minh cho Adam, nhic dudi vay ctia chi én, i
chay theo sau chj, hai chj em t6i chay hét toe hye doc theo 161 di bang qua nhimg guong mit simg s sot ciia cac vi ikhach. Stacy day tung hai canh cira nha
tho va lao xudng hai bac thém mot lie. Chiing t6i dién cudng chay dén khu lan can bang sit va cubi cing d6 ap xudng bai co ctia nha thd, 6m By nhau,
vira cuoi vira khoc.
“Em khong thé tin dugc 1 chi da am nhu thé!” Toi tho déc.
“Chj khong thé tin duoc I suyt nita chi da khong hm gil”

Ching t6i cudi va khéc thémmdt lat, Ein 1on trén cd, rdi t6i kéo chi dimg day. “Dindo,” tdi n6i, “moi ngudi sip stra tudn ra rdi ddy. Nhanh Ién, chui vao
limo.”

“Cainao?” Chi héi, thd khdng ra hoi vi cudi, nude it van con Bin dai trén m.

“Bét cir cai ndo. Chiing toi phai ra khoi day.” Toi bao méy ngudi tai x. Ho trong nhur chét king di. Thé rdi mdt ngudi chay vong ra cira xe va kéo né mo
ra.

“Pi dau ddy, cac quy c6?” Nguoi tai xé hoi khi ching t6i da chui vao xe.

341 Puong Brighton.” Stacy n6i, d6 di nhién la nha ctia ba Bean.
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Chuwong 19

Ngudi tai xé limo tha ching t6i xudng r6i quay trd lai nha the vi anh ta con ca mdt xe cac phit du phai don. Téi Eing chiée tii xach hoa-hdng-va-qué-tua
qua vai va theo Stacy dén 16i vao nha ba Bean, tay van ning dudi vay cho chi. Nira dudng dén ctra chinh, Stacy dimg lai nhin Ién ting ba, dén van sang,

“Khong c6 Iy do nao dé nghi ring Grizzly mudn gip chi,” chi néi. “Anh 4y I mdt nguoi chu déo, thé thoi.”
“Thiy dng 1 ngudi nhur thé.”

“Y chi 1a khong co Iy do ndo dé nghii riing anh 4y c6 tinh cam gl diic biét v6i chi.” Chi giai thich. “Lam sao em biét anh 4y tham chi con mubn gip chi
ch?”

“Chi khong biét duoc cho dén khi chi hoi thay.” Téi tra 11, nghe cuc gibng Marnie.
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Stacy nhin vé& phia dudng nhur thé chi dang nghil ¢én chuyén quay lai va chay theo hirdng ngwoc lai.
“Dg bt em vac ca chi va cai dudi vay nay.” Toi néi. Chi bat cudi lo Bing

“Thdi ndo,” Toi ndi, ddy chi di dén tan ctra vao. “Bim chudng di. Lam dindo.”

Stacy liémmbi, rdi bdm vao c4i nit nho.

“Xinh qua!” Ba Bean kéu 1én khi ba ra md ctra.

Hai chiing t6i trong hoi ludm thudm. Cac lon toc cta t6i da bi roi ra khoi cai lwoe, con mang che miit ctia Stacy thi xoén lai. Ca hai chiéc vay déu dinh bé
bét cac vét co.

“Mubn song hay chét,” t6i noi, “Huén luyén vién c6 nha khong?”

(Trick or treat: cau ndi thudng duge bon tré ding trong dip 1& Hallowen & Phurong Ty khi chil nha ra mo ctra.)

“C6, c6, vao di cac ¢b gai.” Mt ba ta tron xoe td md. “LE cudi xong 1di 4?7

“Xong hoan toan roi.” Toi tra 11, “Di di, Stacy.” Téi ddy nhe chi vé phia ciu thang,

“Daisy, di voi chi di.” Chi nai ni. “Lam on. Chi da ding hét diing khi ctia minh & nha tho roi.”

“Chi dén cira phong ctia HuAn luyén vién thoi ddy,” t6i dong v, “khong xa hon dau.”

Khi ching ti dén chan cau thang tang 3, Stacy v kn canh ctra nhe héu nhu canh buém. Toi g manh hon, rdi Eing nghe.
“Nhac gi thé?” T6i hoi, ghé tai vio canh cira. “Nghe quen qua.”

Stacy tyra dau vao cira. “Perry Como.” Chi nhe nhang tra 1oi.

Tleng bude chén thinh thich xubng cau thang, va ca hai ching t6i nhay ki lai. Toi khong nghii c6 bao gior t6i co thé quén duoc vé mit ctia Hudn luyén vién
khi thiy mé cira va nhin thiy Stacy dimg do, tréng nhur mdt c6 dau bup bé xinh dep da gip phai ric r6i & san choi.

“Hi Grizzly,” Chi ndi, giong run run, “em chi ghé qua thoi. Anh khong phién chir?”

Thay liéc qua t6i, hoang mang.

“L& cudi hiy roi.” Toi bao thay.

Toi thdy vé nhe nhdm trén mét th.;fly. Thay khong n6i gl ca, chi vong tay 6m ly Stacy. Lin nay khong nghi ngd gi 1 thiy da nhim mit khi 6m chi that chét
vao long. T6i roi khoi trurde khi thay tha chi ra.

Trén duong quay ra tdi giai thich cho ba Bean chuyén gi da xay ra. Toi biét ba ta dang to md chét di duoc va hi vong ring sau khi da thoa mén mot phin
tri to mo d6 thiba ta 6 thé s& dé yén cho Stacy va Huan luyén vién. Rdi toi quay vé nha, tw hoi khong biét me va ong ngoai da vé chua, nghi dén chuyén

ba chiing t0i nén it lai dam quén 4o dep ndy vao ra ngoai m mdt bita ti chién thing,

Khi bang qua con ngd, t6i nhin thiy it tréng 1ong Ay dang 1én. Mt troi dd gan nhu kin hét & phia Ty va mit tréing dang hién ra, mdt qua bong tron to
ma t6i wde gi cd thé tim [y va ném qua céi ro cua ba Bean. Toi vung cai thi xach khoi vai va quing n6 1én khong trung.

“Hai diém!” T6i ndi khi chiéc tii bay vit xuyén qua lwdi. Toi chup no lai. “Va Hardy c6 bong,” t6i tuyén bd that to, gidng nhur kiéu t6i van thuong lam khi
Marnie va ti choi béng nhur bon tré con. “Cé chuyén di.”” Toi ném chiée ti tir tay ndy sang tay kia. “Va cat mit.” Toi chay vong quanh hai ci hd, diéu

do6 that khong dé dang g trén dbi gidy cao ba inch. “Hardy nhén duoc duong chuyén. Mot dong tic gia bing vai va co da lira dugc ngudi theo kém
minh. C6 Ky da. D6 1 mdt cii némmbc vé bén phail”

Chiée tai bay wiit 1én khong trung, dép vao tAm bang, 1di roi gon gang vao trong rd. Thé rdi n6 ket lai, bong hdng to by méc trong tAm hr6i. “Gid thi sao
day?” Toi lam bam

Tir sau lung t0i m)t tring cudi vang kén. Toi vdi xoay ngwoi lai. Adam dang ngdi trén chiéc ghé du trén sn sau nha 0, mdt tay dudi thoi mai lén lung
ghé, bo hoa ctia t6i & canh anh. Anh ding day va litng thitng budc vé phia cong. “Cé muodn anh Iy xuong cho khong?”

“Khong,” T6i n6i, hai ma nong bung,
Anh nhin t0i tir trén xudng dudi, bim hai mbi vao véi nhau nhur thé dang ¢ kim lai tiéng cui. Toi bict ti khong con trong giong nhur mdt birc dnh quéng
cdo trén to tap chi C6 dau nita. Toi chac 14 anh da nghe duoc man ddc thoai choi bong ctia toi. Toi cam thay ky cuc.

Doi gidly cao got tap ténh khi t6i bing qua con ngd ri soi va budc qua canh cong ma anh giir cho ti. “Sao, dn mic banh bao ma khong c6 noi ndo dé di
a?” Toi hdi voi vé lanh nhat.



“Anh c6 chd dé di ddy chir. O day.”

Toi dirng lai ngay phia trong cng, tur hoi tai sao anh lai & day va Kelly dang & dau.
Adam nghiéng dAu xudng. “Gi ndo?”” Anh hoi.

“Em c6 noi gi dan.”

Anh kh& cudi. “C6 mdt diu hoi to tudng in trén mat emkia.”

Toi quay khéi anh.

“Jane, anh c6 thé cam thy mdt cu hoi tir em cach xa 50 yard.” Anh dit tay Ién canh tay t6i. “D6 1 mt ki néing ma anh d3 hoc duoc khi em con viét
bai vé doi bong, Tu phong ngy, anh doan the.”

Anh xoay t0i v& phia anh. “Anh nghi minh can phéi bo sw phong ngu d6 di. Anh da dung nd 1én qué 1au r6i.”
Vé nghiém tiic bit ngd trong giong anh lm t6i nhin anh. “Thém cau hoi nira,” anh quan sat. “Hoi di.”

Toi liéc xudng chan va d4 vai cuc dt xung quanh bang dau miii giay bang lua, nhur kiéu t6i i Mike Mussina trén buc ném dang suy nghi vé& ¢t ném tiép
theo ctia minh.

“Uh, anh cam thy thé ndo sau cti ngd hom qua? C6 chd nao dau khong?”’
“Long kiéu hanh,” Anh nhin miit tra o1, “Anh nhan duoc diéu minh x(mg dang phai nhan vi man trinh dién ctia anh trén san.”
“Anh 1am thé khong giéng anh chit néo.” Téi noi.

“U, d6 ciing 1 diéu ma Huén luyén vién va tt ca nhirmg ngwdi khéc trong doi ndi voi anh. Josh n6i da dén Itc anh phéi tap trung lai roi - nhu kiu ngay
lap tc ay.”

“Y Josh Ia gi? Anh chi bi x6 ngd c¢6 mdt lan. Mot sai sot...”
“Jane, em biét lacrosse ma! Em hin [ phai thiy cai cach anh choi trong sudt nira dau tran ddu chir!”
Diing, qua doi it ctia anh, t6i nghi. Tham chi con t& hon, qua d6i mét ctia mdt nguoi yéu anh.

““Anh da trai qua toan bo nira dau trin dAu ty hoi em dang & dau, liu em c6 mat & 6 khong,” anh ndi tiép. ““Anh nhin thay Vinny, nhung em khong &
canh ciu ta. Lic nghi giai lao Vinny chi cho anh thay em trén khan dai. Va rdi anh ra san, trinh dién mdt man bat mat, va roi bi huc dau dén.”

T61 bét cuoi trong niém han hoan va nhe nhdm, rdi voi vang dua tay 1én chian miéng,

“Qua nhiéu dbi véi mot cu thit co ky uat,” anh tiép tuc, “mot thu finh cta ddi bong ma tAm tri ludn phai tap trung vao tran dau. DBung c6 cudinira,” anh
ndi, kéo tay ti ra khdi miéng, 161 bat cuoi cing toi. “Huan luyén vién da c6 the giét anh néu nhu ban than thay khong phan tam nhur the.”

Vay I n6 dién ra ca hai chiéu! Téi sung suéng nghi. Khong chi viéc viét lich ctia t6i bi anh hudng boi anh, ma phong d6 thi ddu ctia anh ciing bi t6i im
cho anh hurong!

Thé nhung van con mdt cau hoi nira. “Kelly dau?”” Toi hoi thang,

“Anh khong biét. Sau budi da hdi anh da tré thanh mdt théng khon nan ma anh da luon hi vong minh s& khong nhur thé va rit lai 1oi moi dén & cudi. Anh
khong thé gia vo, va co ay biet dieu do. The Daniel dau?”

T6i nhin vai. “Sau budi da hoi em da tong c6 anh ta di timmdt ¢ ghi khac dé hmme anh ta.”

“That chir?” Anh nhe nhang dét tay 1én vai to1. “Cai y nghi em ¢ bén canh cu ta da lam anh phat dién ca tudn vira rdi. Anh khong thé tin duoc anh lai
ghen tudng dén the!... Em trong ky di€u lim, em biét khong?”

L‘K]:léng‘”

Anh 6m Hy mt t0i trong tay. Mat anh 4nh lén mau xanh lyc nhat, gidng nhur lic ching t6i khiéu vil. “Daisy,” anh n6i, “Anh da phai long em. Anh da lin
qua sau, anh khong bict phai lam gi nira. Anh xin 161 vé canh trong dién ra ¢ cang tin. Gio anh da hiéu - Huén luyén vién da cho bon anh xem bai viet kia.
Nhung khi anh doc bai bao cta em lan dau, moi mdt cau trong d6 nhu mot ludi dao cat xé anh.”

Toi choang tay 6m Jay anh tht chit, muén 6manh dé xua di tat ca nhiing ton thuong. ‘mem 161 Emda bt dau nhin moi viéc qua con mét clia anh,

camnhan moi cu va chamma anh phai chiu nhur thé né dang xay ra v6i em vdy. Em so mudn chét khi ctr nghi vé& anh nhiéu dén thé. Pén i em van sg.”
T6i ¢6 thé cam thdy nudc mét dang dang lén.



Anh gitt mit t6i tyra vao miit anh. “Anh yéu em.”” Anh néi thit nhe nhang, rdi miéng anh ké sat miéng t6i. Cam giac cham vao mdi anh that diu dang, nu
hon that ngot ngao, toi run én.

“S& 6n thoi,” Anh ndi, “ching ta s& 6n ca thoi, anh va em.”

Hai cénh tay anh vong quanh ngudi ti, va anh hon t6i lan nita, lai lin niva. Toi thé dai méin nguyén, rdi nga dau tira vao vai anh.
“Ngon chan em ¢6 quip lai khong?”” Anh hoi.

“Khong,” Toi tra 1o, mim cudi. “Nhung em von van luon gidng ong ngoai hon, vi thé diéu d6 khong c6 nghia gi ca.”

Adam hon t6i mot an nira, mot nu hon dai, tuyét diéu, roi néi. “Thé nd c6 nghia gi khi ngdn chan ctia anh quép lai?”
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