Gidi thiéu Nguoi Dua Tin

MO0t trong céc tac pham ban chay nhét thé giéi Ngudi Pua Tin clia tic gia ndi tiéng Daniel Silver, tac phim néi vé Gabriel Allon, nha phyc ché tranh va
ciing 14 diép vién, sip phai ddi mit voi thach thir 16n nhat doi anh. Mot ké bi tinh nghi thude to chirc al-Qaeda bi giét & London.

Nhiéu birc anh chyp duoc tim thiy trén may tinh ctia 6ng ta — nhitng birc anh khién tinh béo Israel nghi ngd réng ao-Qaeda dang 4mmuru tién hanh mot
trong nhiing vu tAn cong tho bao hon bao gidr hét, dwoc nhim ngay vao trung tim ctia Vatican. Allon va cac dong nghiép chéng bao ldu nhan ra ho dang
dAu tri tay d6i chong lai mdt trong nhitng ké nguy hiém nhét trén thé giéi — mot cude sian dudi dira ho qua chau Au téi Caribé sau d6 quay tro lai.

Nlnmgdowmho ¢6 I& khong co yéutd gi a day du: thoi gian, dir kién, c4 may méin nira. Tat ca nhimg gi Allon c6 thé lam i giing bay — va hi vong anh
khong bi méc vao chiéc bay nay.
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Chuong 1

PHAN 1: CANH CUA TU THAN
Chuong 1

Luan DBon

Nguoi Ardp Xeént hgat dong rét tich cyrc trong moi cép d0 cua day xich khing bd, tix lap ké hoach cho dén tai tro tai chinh, tir linh m6i cho dén bo binh,
ttr nha Iy luan cho dén ngurdi o vil.

Laurent Murawiec, Tap doan RAND

Tur tuong thit héin d& dn dén sy kign 11-9. Mot khi chua hod i triét dé tur twdng dy thi cude chién chong khing b s& khong bao gitr gianh durge théing
loi, va sy tai xuat hién cua Osama Bin Laden chi con 1a van dé thoi gian.

Dore Gold, Vuong quéc han thu
Ching ta s& kiém soat dat dai Vatican. Chiing ta s& kiém soat Rome va dira Hoi gido vao noi ndy.

Sheikh Muhammad Bin Abdal-Rahman Al-Arifili Massoudi thét khong khon ngoan khi 16i Gabriel Allon ra khoi ky nghi ngin ngti nhung lai ddy ric rdi
cta anh. Massoudi la mt nha tri thirc 1on ngu6i Anh ting hé lién két voi EU va 1 nguoi c6 thoi quen suy nghi doc lap. Trong gio' phit so héi dién cudng,
ong da quén bang rang nguoi Anh ludn l4i xe bén tay trai.

Béi canh cho céi chét ciia dng 13 mdt budi tdi thang 10 mura rong ri & Bloomsbury. Py ciing chinh i thoi diém dién ra phién hop cubi cing ctia Dién
dan chinh séch cho hoa binh va an ninh & Palestine, Iric va cac murdc khéc duge t6 chirc hang nam lan dAu tién. Cudc hoi thao dién ra sang sém hom do
duoc ky vong rat nhiéu va duoc t6 chirc mot cach 1 pho trirong dé tao tiéng vang, nhung dén cudi ngay n6 lai mang phém chét ctia mdt vo kich xoang
duoc dura di hru dién. Tham chi nhitng nguoi thuyét trinh dén véi hi vong s& tré nén ndi bt trong dam dong duong nhur ciing nhén ra ho dang mét moi
doc cting mdt kich ban ctia Jan trude. Vao lic 10 gior hinh nom Tong thong My b dét. Lic 11 o Th tréng Israel bi dwa ra ngon ira dé tay ué. Vao gio
an trua, conmra lon trong chdc It da bién quang trudng Russell thanh viing nurde, ¢6 ke ngu ngde nao d6 dang dién giai vé quyén phu nit & Ardp Xeit.
Vao 8 giov 30, khi chiéc bua gd trén tambang cudi cling, hai t& nguoi khéic ky da 6 lai dén cubi xép hang mdt cach v cam di vé phia cira ra vao. Ban to
chirc hoi thao nhan thiy trude ring s& ¢6 rat nhidu nguoi khong himg thi quay lai dé tham du vao mia thu toi

Nguoi trang tri san khdu viron nguoi vé phia trude do tim ap phich khoi cai moc. Trén d6 c6 ghi dong chir: GAZA DPUGC GIAI PHONG — THE THI
SAO? Chuyén gia dau tién dimg ddy 1a Sayyid thudc truong Kinh t& Luan Pon, nguoi bao vé nhitng ké danh bom cam tir, bién ho cho al-Qaeda. Tiép
sau Ong 14 Thi truong Cambridge, nguoi ndi vé Palestine va nguoi Do Thi tyra nhu ho van con 1 nhém ngurdi méc o x4m tir phong Ngoai vu. Trong
su6t budi thao Iuan, vién Thi trrdng 1on tudi dong vai tro trung gian giira Sayyid chuyén gy bat hoa va mot linh hon toi nghiép dén tir Pai st quén Israel
tén Rachel. C0 ta bi la 6 huyt sao phan d6i mbi khi mé miéng noi. Vién Thi truong dang co ging d6ng vai trd hoa giai khi Sayyid theo Rachel dén tin
ctra dé chim choc ring nhirg ngdy Bm thre dan ctia ¢6 ta dang dén lic chim dut.

Ali Massoudi, Gido sur giang day sau dai hoc chuyén vé mdn diéu hanh toan cdu va Iy thuyét x4 hoi tai trrdng Pai hoc Bremen 1 ngudi cudi cling dimg
day. Piéu ndy khong dang ngac nhién, dong nghiép hay ghen ti cuia 6ng s& noi thé, vi gitra thé gi6i tap nham cAc nganh hoc Trung Pong, Massoudi ¢6
tiéng 1 ngudi khong bao gio tir nguyén 161 bo san khéu. Sinh ra & Palestine, c6 ho chiéu cta Giooedan, va duoc gido dyc ¢ chiuu, Gido s Massoudi
thurong xuat hién trurde cong ching voi vé 6n hoa. Moi ngudi goi ong 14 turong lai xan lan ciia thé gioi Arap, 1 dai dién cta sy tién bo. Ong khong tin ton
gido noi chung, dac bict la Hoi gido cuc doan. Trén cac bai xi ludn, trong cac giang duong va trén truyén hinh, ong ludn kén an sw bét binh thurdng cia
thé gidi Arap. Ong 1én an chinh sy that bai ctia thé gioi nay da khién ho khong gido duc duoc con ngudi tir t&. Ong lén 4n khuynh huréng d6 16i cho ngudi
M§ va nhitng ngudi Do Thai theo chii nghia phuc qudc. Quyén séch cudi cling ctia dng da trds thanh 10i kéu goi tha thiét phai cai tb Hoi gido. Do vy
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nhing ké cudng tin HOi gido tuyén b6 ong 1a ké di gito. Con nhiing ngudi on hoa noéi ring 6ng ¢6  1ong diing cam cuia Martin Luther King, Budi trira hom
d6, 6ng da tranh cai trude sy thit vong cia Sayyid, rang thoi co dang ndm trong tay Palestine. Néu nguoi Palestine khong tir bo van hoa khing b4, .
ngudi Israel s& khong bao gioy nhurdng dit chi mdt phén ciia Bd Tay. Ma that ra thi ho ciing khong nén nhudng. D6 bang bd ton gido, Sayyid hét lén. Do
boi gido.

Gido su Massoudi cao khoang 1,8m va rat dién trai Diéu ndy c6 vé nguy hiém déi voi nhig phy nir tré dé xic dong phai lam viéc ctng 6ng. Toc ong
xodn den, xwong go ma rong va khoe manh, va cim vubng ché sau & ngay chinh gira. Mt 6ng miu ndu va siu Jam ndi bét 1én khu6n mit thong minh
dang tin cay. Chiéc 4o khoac thé thao bang len casomia khoac ngodi 4o len ¢b tron mau kem khién ong gidng nhu mdt hinh méu tri thirc chau u vay. bay
chinh 13 hinh anh ma ong da day cong tao dung. Ong thong tha thu don gidy biit mdt cach gon ging va bo vao chiée cap tip thudng mang theo. Rdi ong
budc xudng cac bac san khiu va di ra ngoai.

Vi khan gia dang nan lai trong sanh. Pmg bén goc phong, nhur mot hon déo bao t6 trén niit bién tinh Bing 3 mot c6 gai. C6 ta méic quan jeans bac mau
va 4o khodc da, ¢b choang khéiin soc vudng. Mii toc ¢d ta den nhanh, sang bong day huyén bi. Mt cd ta ciing den sim. Tén ¢ ta ki Hamida al- Tatari.
Dén ti nan, ¢6 ta tw nhdn nhu vay. Sinh ra &@ Amman, 16n 1én & Hamburg, by gio i cong dan Canada song & Bic Luén D6n. Massoudi da gip ¢ ta
budi trra hom d6 tai tiée chiéu dai ctia hoi sinh vién. Khi ubng ca phé, ¢ ta budc ti ong da khong cong kich hét nhiing ti 4¢ ctia ngudi My va nguoi
Do Thai. Massoudi lap tirc thich 6 gai nay. Ho du dinh t6i do s& gap nhau tai qu.;iy ruou ké bén rap hat & quang truong Sloane. Tuy nhién, nhitng du
dinh ctia 6ng khong xuét phét tir sw Eing man. Ong khong ham mudn than xac Hamida. Cai hip dan ong chinh 1 nhiét huyét va khuon mt sach s& ciia
Hamida. Cong v6i d6 I von tiéng Anh hoan hao va h chiéu Canada ciia ¢6 gai ndy.

C6 ta Ién nhin theo Massoudi khi 6ng di ngang qua sanh, nhung c6 ta khong t6 vé mubn dén gan noi chuyén. Phai gitt khoang cach sau khi Kkét thic hoi

thao, 6ng da dan ¢ trude do. Mot 6 nguoi dia vi cua t6i phai kru y dén viéc minh bi thay di voi ai. Khi ra dén ngoai, dng dimg mot lic dudi cong ngam
xe ¢ chdm chap di chuyen trén duong phd amudt. Ong cam thiy ai d6 co nhe vao khuyu tay. Do i Hamida. C6 ta khong néi mit 16i nao ma chi lang
lang bang vao mén mura. Ong chd dén khi c6 di khuat moi quang cap tap kén vai va di theo hudng nguoc lai vé khéch san & quang trudng Russell

Bdng nhién Massoudi cam nhan thdy mot diéu gi d6. N6 gidng nhur su thay déi luon xuét hién mdi khi 6ng chuyén tir cudc sdng ndy sang cude sdng
khéac. Mach dap nhanh, céc gidc quan tr& nén nhay bén, Massoudi lén doi mit quan sét nhitng chi tiét nho nhét xung quanh minh. Mot cau thanh nién diu
sép hoi dang budc vé phia 6ng, Tay anh ta cAm 6 va céi nhin  dirng lai hoi au trén khudn mit ctia Massoudi. Mot ngudi ban bao nhin tro tréo vao it
Massoudi khi 6ng mua to Evening Standard. Hay nguoi tai xé tic xi doi theo 6ng khi ong quéing t& bao vira mua vao sot rac & khu Thuong Woburn.
Mot chiée xe buyt virot qua ng. Khi né chdm chdm di qua, Massoudi liéc nhin nhimg ctra sb xe dong déy suong Ong théy mot ta khuén mét mét moi,
phin 16n i da den hay da ndu. Nhitng nguoi Luin Bon moi, 6ng thdm nghi, va trong chdc It vi Gido su vé diéu hanh toan cau va ly thuyét xa hoi danh
vat voi nhitng suy nghi nay. Bao nhiéu nguoi 4m thAm ddng cam v6i sy nghiép ctia ong? Bao nhiéu ngudi s& ki ting hd néu ong dat trude mit ho ban hop
ddng chét choc.

Theo dudi chiéc xe buyt, & vé dudng bén kia 1a mt khéch b hanh don doc: 4o mra, toc dudi ngyra day, 1ong may I hai dudng thang, Massoudi nhén ra
anh ta ngay lp tirc. Ga thanh nién ndy da tham dy hoi thao, anh ta ngdi cling hang véi Hamida nhung & phia d6i dién ciia phong. Sang hém do hén ta
ciing ngdi tai ch 4y Fing nghe Massoudi Ién giong phan d6i khi théo uan trrde Hoi dong vé viée cim céc hoc gia nguoi Israel ra khoi inh thd chau u.

Massoudi ha mét xudng tiép tuc budc di, tay trdi ong so vao miéng don vai trén day deo cap tap. Ong dang bi theo di ching? Néu dung thi do ai? MI5
6 & 1 101 giai thich hop li nhat. Hop Ii nhat, dng tu nhic nhd, chir khong phai Ia duy nhat. C6 I co quan Tinh bao Pirc da theo 6ng tir Bremen dén Luan
Pon. Hay co € dng dang bi CIA theo doi.

Nhung kha néng thir tur am tim Massoudi bdng nhién dap nhéi vao thanh ngwe. Gid sir g thanh nién dang theo doi 6ng khong phéi nguoi Anh, Dirc, hay
My thi sao? Gia sir héin ta m viée cho co quan tinh bao nao d6 khong e ngai viéc thanh toan ke thu, thdm chi ngay trén dudng phd nurde khac. Mot to
chirc tinh bao ¢6 lich str str dung phu nit im mdi nhir. Ong nhd lai nhimg i Hamida noi trea hém do.

“Em hau nhur 1on én & Toronto”.
“Thé con trude d6?”
“O Amman khi em con rat nho. Sau d6 séng mdt nim & Hamburg, Em 1 ngudi Palestine, thura Gido sur. T 4m clia em 1 chiéc vali”.

Massoudi bt ngd queo ra khoi khu Woburn vao khu duong phu Pancras. Sau vai budc, éng di chdm lai nhin liéc qua vai. Ga thanh nién nic 4o mura da
bang qua duong di theo 6ng,

Ong rao bude nhanh hon, queo trai queo phai nhidu lAn. Bang qua nhitng day nha thip, qua cac khu chung cur, qua nhitg quang trudng ving ngudi rai
réc 14 kho. Massoudi hau nhu b lac duong, Ong dang c6 dinh huréng, 6ng biét nhitng dudng chinh & Ludn Bon kha 13, nhung cic con phd hep 1 diéu bi
4n di voi ong. Ong bo mic nhitng thi thudt quan sat kin ddo ctia nghé tinh béo va lién tuc quay lai nhin. M3i lAn nhur vy, 6ng dudng nhur thiy khoang
cach voi g d6 bi thu hep thémmdt hai bude.

Ong dén nga tur, bén trai A duong Euston voi dong xe cd dang nhon nhip chuyén dong, phia di dién chinh i nha ga King’s Cross va duong Pancras.
Ong queo sang hudng Euston, mdt vai gidy sau ng lai nhin nghiéng qua vai. Ga thanh nién da budc qua khiic quanh va dang tién gin dén ong.

Ong bét dau chay. Ong chua bao gio 1a mdt van dong vién thé thao, thém nira nhitng ndm theo dubi hoc thuat da cudp di chit suc hyc con lai khoi co
thé ong. Sitrc ning ciia chiéc méy tinh tri lai nhu mo neo. Chiée cap thilc manh vao hdng cia dng theo mbi bude chay. Ong ding mdt ctii chd giit cho
chic, tay kia cAm ddy deo, nhung tur thé nay khién cac sai budc khong déu va Bmtde do ctia 6ng bi cham hon. Massoudi thoang nghif dén viée quing
chiéc méy cho nhe, nhung thay vi thé ong lai gitt chit n6 hon. Lot vao tay ké xAu, chiéc may tinh xach tay ndy c6 thé 1 kho bau thong tin. Anh c4 nhén,
anh theo ddi, dudng lién két lién lac, tai khoan ngan hang. ..



Ong bi vap chén va dimg lai tai duong Euston. Nhin qua vai, ong thy ké theo minh vin ¢ ngay déng sau, tay dé trong tdi, mt nhin xuéng. Ong nhin sang
bén tréi, 6ng bude dén khiic cua.

Tiéng coi xe tai la &m thanh cu01 ctng Ali Massoudi nghe dugc. Do va cham, chiée cip tap vang ra khoi 6ng. N6 bay trén khong trung, dap xudng dat
16n vai vong rdi roi thich xuong (G4 thanh nién méc 40 mua hau nhu khong chdm bude khi hén cti xubng nhit Ky chiée cip. Hin deo gon ging lén vai,
bang qua dudng Euston, rdi hoa vao dong ngudi tan tim va mit hit trong nha ga King’s Cross.
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Jerusalem

Chiéc cp tap dén Paris i binh minh, va lic 11 £i0, n6 duoc mang vao mot van phong khong co gi ndi bat trén dai 1o King Saul & Tel Aviv. O day, do
dac c4 nhan ctia Gido s bi kiém tra ti mi trong khi 6 cimg méy tinh b tin cong bi mot nhom chuyén vién k¥ thuat. Ba gior chiéu ctng ngdy. ..., g6i thong
tin dAu tién da duoc chuyén t61 van phong Thu twéng ¢ Jerusalem, va den nam gio tap hd so chira tai liéu déng bao dong nhét da ndm trén ghe sau mot
chiéc limousine boc thép di vé phia duong Narkiss, mjt con duong yén dng nhiéu 4 rung, cach trung tim mua sim Ben Yehuda khong xa.

Chiéc xe hoi dimg trude can ho chung cur nho s 16. Ari Shanron, nguoi timg hai lin 1am Giam d6c b phan an ninh Israel, bay gioy im cd Vén dac bigt
cho Thi tudng trong tht ca cac van de lién quan dén an ninh va tinh bao, budc ra khoi xe tir ghé sau. Rami, doi truong doi bao vé c6 cap ¥t den nhe
nhang noi got ong. Shamron ¢4 vo sb keé thi trong sudt su nghiép dai day bién dong ctia minh. Do sy phirc tap vé thanh phin dan cu cia Israel, nén ke
thit c6 nhidu co hoi dé ap sét muyc tiéu ctia ching, Vi vdy, cho dit dang & trong biét thy nhur phéo dai kién ¢, Shamron ciing luén dwoc cac nhan vién
bao v¢ vay quanh.

Ong dirng mot chit trén 16i nho trong viron va nhin én. Pay 1 mt toa nha ba tang t0i tan xay bang d4 voi J erusalem, cdy khuynh diép I6n trrde nha do
bong rdim méat me én ban cong. Canh cdy dang dung dua trong con gi lanh dAu tién ctia mia thu, va tir canh cira s6 mo & Jau ba bc ra mii gay gt ctia
chét son pha loang,

Khi bude vao sanh, Sharmron dua it nhin hop thur cho can ho sb ba va thiy khong c6 bang tén. Ong nangné leo cau thang, Déng nguoi 6ng dam, va
nhu thuong 16, 6ng mic quan kaki va 4o khodc da cliky bi rach bén ngue phai. Mat ong nirt né va chi chit vét chan chim, chit vién toc bac con s6t lai b
cat ngin dén e gan nhu bién mét. Tay 6ng nhur da thudc, Am tim doi moi, va duong nhu duge muron i mdt ban tay ndo d6 to gip hai lin 6ng. Ban
tay kia ctia 6ng cammot tap hd so.

Ctra dang khép ho khi ong lén dén chiéu nghi cAu thang lau ba. Ong dat tay lén cira, nhe nhang day vao trong, Cin ho ndy timg duoc trang tri ti mi boi
mot phu nit Do Théi gde Y ¢6 khiéu thAm my tuyét voi. Bay gi d6 dac trong nha, cting giong ngudi phu nit, khong con nira, va can ho dugc bién thanh
mot xuong ve. Tuy nhién, d6 khong phai 1a xudng ve& ctia mot hoa s§, Shamron ty nhic nhd. Gabriel Allon 13 mot nha phuc ché - mot trong ba hay bbn
nha phyc ché tai ning nhét trén thé gioi. Bay gid anh dang dimg trudc tAm vai I6n vé canh mot ngudi dan 6ng bi bao vy boi nhitng con meo an thit.
Shamron yén king ngdi trén chiéc ghé dau dinh son nhin Gabriel im viée. Ong uén cam thiy ky la vé tai bat chude nét v& cac bac thiy thoi xura ciia anh.
D6i véi Shanron, d6 1 mdt trod ao thudt, 1 mdt mdt tai nang troi phi khac ctia Gabriel bén canh khiéu ngdn nglt ctia anh hay kha nang it sting Beretta
khoi hong ngiim bén chi trong khodang thoi gian mot cai vo tay.

“Chéc chin birc v& trong dep hon lic n6 méi duoc dua to1”, Shamron nhan xét, “Nhung toi van khong hiéu tai sao nhiéu ngurdi mudn treo nhig birc
tranh nhu thé trong nha minh”.

“Birc tranh ndy s& khong dugc treo trong nha”, Gabriel ndi, tay dira chiéc co n birc v&. “Péy ki mdt tac phim clia bao tang”.
“Ai v& n6?”. Shamron hoi dot ngdt, nhu dang tra van thi pham dit bom

“Nha dAu gia Bohnams & Luan Bon nghi day I tac phim ctia Eramus Quellinus”, Gabriel tré 10i. “C6 I Quellinus dat r}én tang cho btrc v& that, nhung t6i
thay r3 1a Rubens d4 hoan tat birc tranh ndy cho dng ta”. Anh dua tay cham suot burc vé 1on. “Nét co cua 6ng ta ¢ khap moi not

“Néu vay thi khéc gi?”
“Khoéang 10 tri¢u bang”, Gabriel dap. “Julian s€ giau to voi buc tranh nay”.

Julian Isherwood la nguoi ban tranh & Ludn Don, va cling la nhan vién thoi vu ctia Tinh béo Israel. Cyc Tinh bdo ¢6 tén rat dai nhung chéing an nhép gi
den ban chat cong viée ctia nd. Nhirng nguoi nhur Shanron va Gabriel chi don gian goi n6 1a Van phong,

“T6i hi vong Julian tra cong ximg dang cho cau”.
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“Phi phuc ché cho t6i, thémmdt it hoa hong néu ban duoc”.
“Téng cong bao nhiéu?”

Gabriel g5 co 1én bang miu rdi tiép tuc cong viéc.

“Ching ta can néi chuyén”, Shamron tiép tyc.

“Thé thi 6ng ndi di’”.

“Toi s& khong n6i khi ciu dang lam viéc”.

Gabriel quay ngudi ngd Shamron qua trong kinh phong dai. “Va 6i ciing khong n6i chuyén véi cau chimg ndo ciu con mic bd do nay. Tréng ciu giong
nhu con 4 mdng cuia toi vay’.

Gabriel ngan ngir dat bang mau én ban lim viéc. Anh g kinh phéng dai, dé 16 d6i mét mau ngoc Iuc bao xanh dén mirc giy stmg sot. Chiéu cao ctia anh
dudi mire trung binh nhung anh ¢6 voc dang vudng vire ctia mot van dong vién dua xe dap. Vang tran anh rong, nhung lai hep & cam, con chiée miii dai
xuong xau tyra nhur duoc tac tir gd. Toc anh cit ngén va 156m ddm bac hai bén thai dwong, Chinh vi Sharmron mé Gabriel da trd thanh nha phuc ché tranh
chir khong phéi trd thanh mot trong nhitng hoa s§ thanh danh nhét trong thé hé anh. Chinh Shanmron ciiing i nguyén do tai sao & hai bén thai dwong ciia
anh lai tré' nén mudi tiéu chi trong mdt dém miic di khi d6 anh moi chi hon hai muroi tudi. Shanron 1 nhan vién tinh bao dugc Golda Meir chon dé san
tim va am sat nhitng ké thue hién cude tham sat Munich 1972. Cau sinh vién my thuat tré dﬁy hira hen tén Gabriel Allon I tay sting chu hye ctia 6ng,
Gabriel rira bang méu va co v&, sau d6 anh di vio nha bép. Shamron ngdi xudng chiéc ban nho doi Gabriel quay hrng lai rdi méi voi vi cham mot diéu
thudc Thd NHi Ky ning mii. ‘Gabriel, khi nghe tiéng tach tich quen thudc ciia chiéc bat ltra Zippo cii ciia Shanron, gidn dir chi tay vé phia cac birc hoa
ctia Rubens, anh s khéi thudc lam hong ching, nhung Shamron lam cir chi méc ké 10i ngang nganh dura thube 1én moi. Khong khi im king dé chiulen
vao gitta hai ngudi khi Gabriel @6 nurde trong chai vao am tra va miic ca phé bo vao méy pha ca phé. Shanron thu thai ling nghe tiéng gio thdi qua
nhing cay khuynh diép ngoai viron. La ngudi tin vao ly 1§ va cong bang, dng danh dau thoi gian khong phai bang céc & hoi Do Thai ma bang nhip diéu
ctia dat trodi - ngaty mura dén, ngdy hoa dai né & Galilee, ngaty nhitng con gié mét tr6 lai. Gabriel ¢6 thé doc thdy nhiing suy nghi ctia 6ng, Thém mot mia
thu nhung chiing ta van con & day. Hiép ude van chura duoc hity bo.

“Thi tdng mubn ¢6 cau tra 107", Anh niit ciia Shamron van chiim chi nhin khu viron nhé 16n x6n. “Ong 4y 1 ngudi kién nhdn, nhung 6ng s& khong ngdi
& cho mai dau”.

“T6i da bao ong ring toi s& cho dng dy cau tra 101 sau khi da phuc ché xong birc hoa”.

Shamron nhin Gabriel. “Chéng I& tinh kiéu ngao ctia cau khong ¢6 Qiém dimg sao? Thii twéng nude Israel mudn cau Bm ngudi dimg dau Lire huong Pac
nhiém, con céu thi tri hodn cau tra 101 chi vi mdt birc v& 500 nam tudi™.

“Bén tram nany”.

Gabriel mang ca phé dén ban rot hai tach. Shamron mic duong d6 vao tach minh va khudy manh mot an duy nhét.
“Céu bao cong viée clia ciu gn xong, vay cau tra 10 clia cau 1 gi?”

“T6i chura quyét dinh”.

“Cho phép t6i cho cau 1oi khuyén nhé?”

“Néu t6i khong thich nghe 16 khuyén ctia ong thi sao?”

“Du mudn hay khong thi t6i van khuyén cau”. Shamron dép tit méu thude 1. “Cau nén nhan 16 d& nghi ctia Thi tudng trude khi 6ng giao né cho ngudi
khac”.

“Khong chuyén gi ¢6 thé im t6i vui suéng hon néu Thit twéng Bm nhur vay”.

“Thit vy sa0? Néu thé thi cAu s& lim i v6i chinh minh?”, Bugc khuyén khich boi sy im king ciia Gabriel, Shanron thiic &p thém “Cho phép t0i v& mot
birc tranh cho céu, Gabriel. Toi s€ lam diéu tot nhat c6 the. Toi khong co tai nhur cau. Toi khong sinh ra trong gia dinh Do Thai goc Pire tri thirc. Toi chi
12 mot ngurdi Do Thai goc Ba Lan ngheéo kiét xac ¢d ngudi cha kéo xe di ban chau lp”.

Giong Ba Lan day st khi ctia Shanron trd nén néing hon. Gabriel khong nén noi nu cudi. Anh biét réng bat ctr khi ndo Shanron gior giong mdt ngurdi Do
Thai bi cha dap dén tir Lvov thi chac chin s& cé6 mdt vo kich hay sap stra dien ra.

“Cau khong con noi nao dé di, Gabriel. Cau tw néi thé in d4u khi ching t6i dé nghi cong viéc cho cau. Cau s& im gi khi da xong burc hoa ctia Rubens
ndy? C4u con tac phAm nio dang xép hang chd 42, Poan dimg lai ctia Shamron day kich tinh vi ong biét cau tra 101 i khong. “Céu khong thé quay tro
lai Chéu u trir phi cau chinh thirc dwoc tuyén bd khong dinh liu dén vu diit bom & ga Lyon. Jullian ¢6 thé giri cho cau birc tranh khac, nhung cudi ciing
viée do ciing chim dirt vi gia dong hang va chuyén ché s& im vao phéan hach toan von da it 6i ctia 6ng dy. Cau da rd quan diém ctia t6i chura, Gabriel?”

“T6i hiéu rat r& nhitng gi 6ng mudn ndi. Ong dang ¢b ging sir dung tinh thé khé khin ctia t6i lim phurong tién him doa ép t6i vé 1am cho Lirc Iwong”,



“Ham doa u? Khong, Gabriel. Toi biét nghia ctia tir hiim doa, va Chiia bidt t6i ndi tiéng sir dung viéc nity dé phuc vu nhu cu ctia minh. Nhung day
khong phai la him doa. To6i dang co giip cau”.

“Giup do a?”

“Cho 61 biét mot viée, Gabriel. Cau dy dinh lim gj dé kiém tién?”

“Tdi c6 tien”

“Pur dé séng nhur mdt an s, nhung khong du song”. Shamron roi vao im king tam thoi dé king nghe tiéng gi6. “Lic nay thit yén ing, diing khong? Gan
nhu 1 tinh Bing. That cam dd khi nghi moi viée ¢ thé nhur thé nay méi méi. Nhung chuyén nay a khong thé. Ching ta d trao cho ho Ddi Gaza ma
khong doi hoi bt cir diéu g, con ho thi tra on ching ta bang cach bautd chirc Harmas lam anh dao. Tiép theo ho s& doi By Tay, néu ching ta khong )
trao cho ho trong thoi gi?n ngan, mau s€ lai roi, con khiing khi€p hon cudc noi ddy lan thir hai. Tin t6i di, Gabriel, mdt ngay gan day moi chuyén s& 1a1 bﬁt
dau. Khong chi & day. O moi noi. Cau nghii ring ho dang ngdi Ién tay minh rdi khong lam gi w? Di nhién la khéng, Ho dang hoach dinh chién dich ké tiép.
Ho cling dang n6i chuyén vi Osama va be Iii cua han. By gio ching ta da bict sur thue la chinh phu Palestine hoan toan da bi al-Qaeda va céc t6 chire
¢6 lién quan thdm nhp. Ching ta cting bict ho dy dinh nhitng cudc tan cong chi luc vao Israel va nhitng muye tiéu ngudi Israel & nude ngoai trong turong
lai gan. Van phong ciing tin rang Thi tréng dang 1a muyc tiéu am toan, bao gém ca nhitng ¢ van cao cap”.

“Ca ongnita a?”

“Di nhién””, Shanron néi. “Du sao di nita toi ciing i ¢6 van dc biét ctia Thi tuéng vé nhitng vin dé c6 lién quan dén an ninh va khing bd. Céi chét ciia
to1s€ 1a rmt chién thang ruc & cua ho”.

Ong lai nhin ra ngoai ng,ﬁmnhﬁng cdi cdy dang bi gio lay. “That mia mai, dting khong? Noi ndy dang I phai la ch§ trti 4n ctia ching ta. Bay gio that ky la
1 n6 khien ching ta dé bi thurong vong hon bao gior hét. Gan nira s6 ngudi Do Thdi trén the gi6i song trong dai dat chét hep nay. Chi mit thict bi hat
nhin nho thoi, d6 Ja tat ca nhitng gi can thiet. Ngwdi My ¢6 the song sot sau mt dot no bom Ngudi Nga tham chi khong thém chi y. Nhung ching ta
thi sao? Mot dot némbom & Tel Aviv c6 the gict chét mdt phan tur dan so dat mrde - c6 thé con nhiéu hon”.

“Ong cn t6i ngiin chin tham hoa nay a? Toi nghii hién nay Vin phong dang diroc quan Iy boi nhiing nguwoi tht sy ¢6 tai”,

“Moi chuyén 16 rang da tdt dep hon sau khi Lev bi budc thoi viée. Amos i mot nha linh dao va diéu hanh xuét ching, nhung d6i khi t6i nghii 6ng 4y con
qué nhiéu phim chét mdt ngudi linh”.

“Ong ta a inh dao ctia ca Lurc luong Péc nhiém Sayeret Matkal va Aman. Ong mong chd diéu gi?”

“Ching t6i biét ching t6i s& dugc gi voi Amos, nhung by gios Thii tuéng va tdi lo ring ong ta dang 6 bién dai 0 King Saul thanh tién don cta IDF 1.
Chiing t6i muon Van phong trdr vé voi déc tinh ban dau ctia nd”.

“Piénrod a?”

“Tao bao”, Shanron phan bac lai “Liéu finh. T6i chi urc rang Amos suy nghi it gidng mot vi chi huy qun doi mot chit va glong mot...”. Giong 6ng nho
dan khi dang cb tim tir thich hop. Khi d4 tim ra, 6ng xoa hai ngon tay vao ngén tay cai va ni. “Giong mdt hoa sy hon. Toi can mdt ngu01 bén dng ay suy

nglii gidng Caravaggio”.
“Caravaggio Ia mot ké dién”
“Chinh xac”.

Sharron bit dau cham mot diéu thube khéc, nhung ln ndy Gabriel thanh cong trong viée gi tay ong lai truée khi dng kip Vi t6i chiée bt lira. Sharmron
nhin anh, 4nh nit bong tré nén nghiém tic.

“Chiing t6i can ciu bay gio, Gabriel a. Cach day hai tiéng, tht inh Lye rong Pac nhiém da ndp don tir chirc cho Amos”.
“Taisao?”

“Luan Don”. Shanron nhin xudng ban tay dang bi giit lai. “Cho phép toi rit tay vé& chir?”

Gabriel tha ¢ tay day thit ctia Sharron ra. Shanron kin diéu thudc chura chim giira ngon cai va ngon tro.

“Chuyén gi da xay ra ¢ Luan Pon?”” Gabriel hdi.

“Toi e ring ching ta ¢ tai nan & do t6i hom qua”.

“Tai nan 4? Khi Vn phong c6 tai nan, thuong s& c6 ai d6 c6 két cuc xau”.

Shamron git dau xic nhn.



“Cai tén Ali Massoudi c6 y nghia gi voi cau khong?”

“Ong ta 13 Gido s ¢6 tiéng tai trurong dai hoc & Brirc”, Gabriel dap lai. “Thich déng vai da phé nhitng tin ngudng 1au doi va vai ngudi cai cach. Toi da
gip ong ta mdt lan”,

Cip long miy Shanmron nhudng Ién ngac nhién. “Vay a? O dau?”

“Cach day vai ndm 6ng ta dén Y tham gia hoi nghi 1on vé Trung Ddng, Trong khoan tién duoc céap khi tham du hi nghi ¢6 chi phi tham quan mot vong
thanh pho. Mot trong nhitng diém dirng chan 1a nha thd Thanh Zaccaria noi t6i dang phuc ché bire trang tri sau ban thd ctia Bellini”.

Gabriel da séng va lam viée vai nim & Venice dudi tén Mario Delveccio. Sau thang trude anh bt bude phai rdi bo thanh phd sau khi bi mdt trim khing
bb ngudi Palestine tén Khaled al-Khalifa kham pha ra than phén thét ctia minh. Vy ndy da chdm dut tai ga Lyon, va hiu qua sau d6 [ tén va qua khir bi
mét ctia Gabriel xuat hién trén khdp bao chi Phép va chau u, trong d6 c6 bai viét ndi anh 1 “Thién Than Chét Choc ciia Israel”. Anh van dang bi canh sét
Paris truy ndl dé hoi cung, va nhom quyén dén sy ngudi Palestine da ndp hd so kién anh & Luin Pon cdo budc tdi ac chién tranh.

“Cau thue su da gip Massoudi a?”. Shamron hoi voi vé khong tin. “Cau da bat tay hin a?”
“Di nhién [ dui 16t Mario Delveccio”

“T6i cho rang cau khong biét minh dang bét tay mdt tén khing bd”,

Shanron dura thudc 1én mbi va bat hop quet. Lan nay Gabriel khong ngin can.

“Cach day ba thang chung 61 nhan duroc o1 khuyén tir mt nguoi ban tai to chirc GID 1ctia G1oocdan, I Glao su Ali Massoudi, nhan vét 6n hoa va cai
cach vi dai do, thuc chat a trinh sat tai ba ctia al-Qaeda. Theo nguoi Giodedan, hinta dang tuyén md nguoi tAn cong cac myc tiéu Israel va Do Thai 6 Yy
chau u. Céc cude hoi thio vé hoa binh va cac cude biéu tinh chong Israel 1 dia ban san mdi wra thich nhit ctia hén. Chiing t6i ciing khong ngac nhién vé
didu nay. Ching t6i da biét cac cude hoi thao vé hoa binh 1 noi gip g5 ctia céc gidn diép al-Qaeda va nhitng ké qué khich chdu u ctia ca canh ta va canh
hiru. Chiing t6i quyét dinh hanh dong khon ngoan i nén theo doi Gido sur Massoudi. Chiing toi nghe trom dién thoai trong ciin ho tai Bremen ciia ong ta,
nhung két qua thu duoc rat déang that vong, Ong ta rt cAn than khi noi chuyén dién thoai. Khoang mdt thang sau, tram Luan Pon da cung cép mot thong
tin rit kip thoi. Dudng nhu b phan Van héa ctia Pai st quén & Luan Pon duoc yéu ciu ctr mdt ngudi quan trong di dyr dién dan Chinh sach vé Hoa
binh v An ninh & Palestine, Irfic va nhitng nuréc khéc. Khi b phan yéu cau cung cip danh sach nhitng ngudi tham du, cau doan tén ai xuét hién trén
danh sach?”

“Giao su Ali Massoudi”.
“Bo phan Van hoa déng y ctr dai dién tham dy hoi thdo, con Luc lugng Pac nhiém dua Massoudi vao tAm ngém”
“Luc lugng Bac nhiém dy dinh lam gi?”

“Pon gian thdi”, Shamron n6i. “Bét qué tang 6ng ta. Thoa hiép v6i ong ta. Pe doa ong ta. Thuyét phuc 6ng ta hop tic. Céu hinh dung dugc khong? Voi
mdt nhan vién nhu Massoudi dugc cai trong bd phan nhan sy al-Qaeda. Vi sy gitip d& ctia Massoudi, ching ta c6 thé 1at tung mang hudi & chau u cuia
ching lén”.

“Thé chuyén gi d4 xay ra?”

“Chung ta da dimg i nhan ké d6i voi Massoudi. C6 ta tur xung 1 Hamida al-Tatari. Nhung tén that ¢6 ta a Avita, dén tir Ramat Gan, tuy nhién chuyén
ndy khong lién quan dén viée d xay ra voi Massoudi. C6 ta gip Massoudi tai tiéc chiéu déi. Massoudi bi thu hit va dong y s& gip ¢6 ta téi hom do dé
thao luén thém vé tinh trang hién tai ctia thé giéi. Ching ta da cho nguoi theo ddi Massoudi sau phién cudi ctia cude hdi thao, nhung dudng nhu
Massoudi phét hién ra c6 ngudi theo dudi minh nén bat du chay. Ong ta nhin sai hurdng khi bang qua dudng Euston va bude ra ngay trude dau xe tai
chd hang”.

Gabriel nhan nt.

“May mén I chiing ta khong ra vé tay tring”, Sharmron néi. “Ngudi theo ddi iy duoc cip ctia Massoudi, trong d6 c6 may tinh xéch tay. Duong nhur
Gido sur Ali Massoudi con hon la mdt nguoi phat hién muc tiéu tai ning”.

Shanron dit hd so trude mit Gabriel, va git dau ra hiéu cho Gabriel m6 ra xem. Bén trong anh nhin thiy nhiéu xép anh: quang truong Thénh Peter tir
mot ta goc nhin khac nhau; mét ngoai va bén trong dai thanh dudng; doi can vé Thuy Sidang dimg gic tai Vom Chudng (the Arch of Bells). R6 rang
nhing birc anh nay khong do m6t du khach binh thuong chup, boi vi nguoi chyp anh khong chiry nhiéu dén vé dep toa thanh Vatican ma chu y y nhiéu
hon dén nhitng bién phap an ninh xung quanh noi nay. C6 mot s tAm chup nhitng chudng ngai vét doc theo ria tdy quang truong va nhitng chiéc may do
kim loai doc theo nhitng hang cot ctia Bernini - va thém vai tim chup doi canh gic va canh sat di tuan doc theo quang truong khi ¢6 tu tip nhiéu ngudi,
ca nhitng hinh chyp c4n canh vii khi deo bén ngudi. Ba tm hinh cudi chup Gido hoang Paul VII dang chiao dam déng & quang trudng Thénh Peter trong
chiéc xe boc kinh. Ong kinh khdng dugc chia vao Birc Cha thiéng liéng ma huréng vao nhitng can vé Thuy STméc thuong phuc di bén canh xe ong

Gabriel nhin lai nhitng tim anh. Dura vao chét luong dnh sang va quan 4o nhitng ngudi hinh huong mic, 6 thé thiy nhitng birc anh duoc chyp trong ba
dip. Anh biét, cach giam sat bang anh nhiéu lin v6i cting mdt muyc tiéu cho thiy ddy I hoat dong nghiém tic ctia al-Qaeda. Anh déng tap ho so va dua
tra Shanron, nhung Shanron khong dua tay nhin, Gabriel nghién ctru khu6n mit ca 6ng v6i vé tap trung nhur da nhin nhitng birc anh. Anh c6 thé thy
Vvan con tin xAu sap duoc tiét 10.



“Bo phan ky thuat con tim théy thir khac trén méy tinh xach tay cta Massoudi”, Shamron noi. “Nhing huéng dan vao tai khoan ngn hang danh s0 &
Zurich - tai khoan ching ta da chil y mét thoi gian vi nhdn duge tién chuyén thurdong xuyén tir mit to chirc dugc goi I3 Uy ban Gidi phong al-Quds™ 1.

“Ai dimg tén tai khoan nay?”. Gabriel hoi.
“Ardp Xéit”, Shanron ndi. “Cu thé hon, BO truong NOi vu Arap Xéut, Hoang tir Nabil”.

Trong Van phong, Hoang tir Nabil thurong duoc nhéc t6i bang biét hiéu Hoang tir Bong dém vi sy cim ghét ctia ong ta ddi véi Israel va My ciing nhu sur
tng ho ddi voi nhitng ngudi Hoi gido hicu chién.

“Nabil thanh Bp try ban lic cao trao cude ndi ddy an hai”, Shamron tép tuc. “Ong ta tu minh gy quy va dich thin giam sét viéc dong gp. Ching toi tin
rang ong ta hién c6 mdt tram triéu d6-1la tu do str dung, va dang tai tro' cho mdt vai nhdm khiing bo bao Iyc nhat trén thé gidi, trong d6 c6 cac phan tir
al-Qaeda”.

“Ai cho Nabil tién?”

“Khong gidng nhu nhitng 6 chirc tir thién khac ctia Ardp Xéut, Uy ban Giai phong as-Quds ¢6 kha it nha tai trg. Ching toi nghi Nabil quyén tién tir mit
vai triéu phi ngudi Ardp Xeéut”.

Shanron nhin chiim chi tach ca phé ctia minh mdt lic. “Tir thién”, 6ng ndi, giong khinh miét. “Tén goi my miéu nhi? Nhung tir thién ¢ Ardp Xeit luon la
con dao hai ludi. Lién doan The gioi Hoi gido, t6 chire Ciru trg Hoi gido Quoc te, to chire Hoi gido al-Haramayn, t6 chire Tur thién Quoc té - ching co
vai tro voi Ardp Xéit giong nhu Quoc t¢ Cong san 111 doi voi X6 Viet cii. That ra ching déu 1a nhiing phuong tién tuyén truyén Hoi gido. Nhung ching
lai khong tuyén truyen tat ca cac loai Hoi gido ma chi chii y dén nhanh Hoi gido Hoi gido Thanh Gido cuia Arap Xéut va chi nghiia Wahhabi. Céc 6 chirc
tir thién xy nha tho va trung tim Hoi gido trén khap the gioi, va nhiing hoc vién Hoi gido huén luyén nhitng chicn binh Wahhabi tuwong lai. Nhimg t6 chire
ndy cling dua tién truc tip cho bon khiing bo, trong d6 ¢6 nhing ngwoi ban Hamas cua ching ta. Cac co méy cta Hoa Ky chay nhd dau cia Ardp
Xéat, con mang ludi khing bo Hoi gido toan cau hoat ddng phan 16n nho tién ctia Arap Xéut”.

“Tir thién 13 101 ran thir ba ctia Hi giao”, Gabriel noi. “Zakat”.

“D6 1a phém chét cao quy”’, Sharmron n6i, “néu khong bi roi vao tay nhitng tén sat nhan”.

“Ong ¢6 nghi mdi rang budc gitta Massoudi va nhitng ngudi Arap Xéut con mit thiét hon mirc tién bac khong?”

“Chiing ta s& khong bao gior biét dwoc vi vi Gido sur vi dai da khong con ton tai trén thé giéi nay nita. Nhung rd rang ngudi ma 6ng ta im viée cho dang
nham t4i Vatican - va mot ai d6 can canh bao vai toa thanh”.

“T6i ngd riang 6ng da hinh dung ra ngudi thich hop cho cong viée nay”.

“Cau hay xem day la nhiém vy dAu tién cta doi trudng Lyc lwong Péc nhiém”, Shamron néi. “Thi tudng mudn cdu nhan nhiém vu. Negay Iap tirc”.
“Con Amos thi sao?”

“Amos dinh giao nhiém vu ny cho ngudi khac, nhung Thil tudng va toi da 1t bai ngira voi ong ta ring ching t6i mubn cau im cong viée nay”.
“Hb so ca nhén t6i d4 dinh qua nhiéu xi cing dan. Va that khong may l ca thé giéi gio day déu da biét chuyén nay”.

“Vu ga tau Lyon a?”. Shamron nhin vai. “Cau da bi mot d6i thn khon khéo Iira vao vu d6. Hon nita t6i luén quan niémréng mot sy nghiép khong co xi-
cang-dan thi d6 khong phai [a mdt su nghi€p 1on. Thi trdng cling ¢6 cling quan diém ndy voi tor”.

I3
A9

“C6 I8 do ban than 6ng ta cling dinh vao vai vu ;éc 167", Gabriel thé ra néing né rdi nhin nhing brc hinh lin nira. “C6 nhidu rii ro khi giri toi dén Rome.
Neéu nguoi Phap biet duoc toi dang & trén dat Y...*

“Céu khong cn phai dén Rome”, Shanron cit ngang. “Rome s& tim cu’”.
“Donati a?”

Shanron gat du.

“Ong d4 ké v6i ong ta nhitng gi?”

“Pui khién 6ng ta phai hoi Alitalia dé mron may bay trong vai t,iéng’f, Shanon tra loi. “Ong 4y s& c6 mat & dy vao sang som mai. Hay cho 6ng 4y xem
nhitng birc hinh. Hay n6i voi ng ta nhiing gi can thiét d€ 6ng ay biét rang chiing ta nghi moi de doa 1a co that”.

“Néu 6ng ta yéu cau gitip do thi sa0?”

Shamron nhtn vai. “Hay cho 6ng 4y nhitng gi ong Ay can”.



1. Lyc hrong phong thi Israel.
2. Cuc tinh b4o Gido hoang
Ban dang doc truyén Nguoi Pura Tin dwoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 3

Chuong 3
Jerusalem
Bire 6ng Louigi Donati, thur ky riéng cua B Gido hoang Paul VII dang cho Gabriel trong sanh khach san King David lic murdi mdt gio' sang ngiy hom
sau. Ong cao va gy, dep trai nhur minh tinh méan bac Italia. Bo y phuc 4o choang La Ma, ddng hd Thuy ST dét t1en trén co tay, cong voi chiéc but mire
bang vang dinh & téi ao ngue cho thiy Purc 6ng, nyic du c6 vé gian di, nhung that ra lai i mot nguoi kha tinh t&. Poi mit den toat lén sy thong minh xuit
ching va cuong quyét, duong nét ngang nganh ctia cim cho thiy 6ng khong bao gio chim budc ké ca khi g3p nguy hiém Béo chi Vatican md ti 6 ong nhu
mot Rasputin v& mét glay td, mot quyén luc dang sau ngai vang Gido hoang, Ké thii ctia Donati trong Hoi dong Hong y thurong nhic dén 6ng bang hon
danh “Gido hoang Pen”, mdt cach goi khoi goi trung thuc, xuét thin thay tu Dong tén ctia 6ng,
Ho bang qua thung ling Hinnom va tréo Ién swon ddi toi bure tudng phia d6ng Thanh C5. Con dudng mon doc chan tuong dang ndm trong bong rim
Ho di trén con duodng do V€ huéng nam, sau d6 vong qua goc va di qua cong Zion. Trén phd Do Théi, Donati iy mdt mau gidy tir tiii 4o. “Birc Thanh
Cha mudn t6i dat miéng gidy ndy & tuong phia Tay”.
Ho theo mdt nhom ngudi haredim (nhirg ngudi theo dao Do Thai chinh théng) xubng Tif eret Yisra’el. Donati trong b d6 den tréng nhur cing mot
nhém véi ho. Téi cudi dudng, ho bude xudng nhitng bac thang rong bang d4 dan t6i quang trrong trude bire trong. Mot hang ngwdi dai xép hang tir
qudy an ninh. Gabriel, sau khi néi nhé cau gi d6 véi nguoi nit canh sat bién giéi, dan Donati di vong qua may do kim loai vao quang trurong,

“Sao anh khong lam gidng nhing nguoi binh thurong?”’

“Cha vao di”, Gabriel noi. “T6i s€ cho ¢ day”.
Donati quay ngudi va v0 tinh di vé phia trdng danh cho phu ni¥. Gabriel kin dao chét ludi va huéng dan 6ng di vé phia tuong danh cho nam giéi. Donati

chon mit chlec kippah (mii trim dAu ctia ngudi Do Thai) tir chiéc gio cong cong va doi mdt cach cau tha trén dau. Ong dimg trure bire turdng mot lic
va yén ling cAu nguyén, sau d6 6ng nhét cudn gidy nhé vao chd nurt trén vién da Herodian méu nau.

“Tor gidy d6 viét gi?””. Gabriel hoi khi Donati quay tr6 lai.

“Trén d6 ghi 10i cau xin hoa binh”,

“Cha nén dé to gidy & trén do”, Gabriel ndi, chi vé hudng nha tho Hoi gido Al-Agsa.

“Anh thay d6i rd1”, Donati noi. “Nguoi toi gip cach ddy ba nim khong bao gio néi ciu ndy’”.

“Tét ca ching ta déu thay d6i, Luigi. Khong con phe hoa binh & dat nudc nay nita, chi con phe an ninh. A’one khong tinh dén viéc nay khi ong ta ding
nhirng ké danh bom tur sat™.

“A’one dau con nira”.

“Diing vd, nhumg nhitng ton thit dng ta & lai phéi mét ca thé h¢ m6i c6 thé phuc hdi*. Anh nhin vai. “Ai biét dugc? C6 1§ nhitng vét thuong cia cude
ndi day lan hai s& khong bao gio lanh”.

“Chang & viéc giét ngudi cir tiép dién mai? Chéc chén cac anh khong mong chd mdt viée nhur thé”
“Di nhién chiing t6i phai san sang, Luigi. D6 chinh 14 thuc trang ctia noi nay”.

Ho 101 ph Do Théi va di bo t6i nha thd Thanh Sepulcher. Gabriel cho trong san trong khi Donati, sau khi tir chdi o1 moi moc ctia nhimg hudng dan vién
du lich tyr do, burdc vao trong nha thd. Ong quay trd ra murdi phiit sau. “Bén trong tdi tam qua”, ong n6i. “N6i that voi anh t6i thiy hoi thit vong”

“T6i e rang tht ca moi ngudi déu nhdn xét gibng Cha”.
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Ho r6i sén nha tho va dén Via Dolorosa. Mot nhém hanh huong ngudi M, do i linh muc méc 4o dai miu ndu tay cam bong bong khi helium mau do
dan dau, di nguroc ve phia hg. Donati nhin canh tirong d6 véi niém vui hién 13 trén gurong nit.

“Cha con niém tin khong?””. Gabriel dot nhién hoi.

Donati suy nghif ri moi tré ki, “Toi chéic anh doén durge réng niém tin c4 nhén ti B mot thir rét phirc tap. Nhung t0i tin vo strc manh ctia nha thd Thin
Chiia La M. Toi tin n6 s& mang lai nhitng diéu tot dep cho thé giéi ddy toi 18i ndy. Va toi tin vao Gido hoang”

“Vay c¢6 thé Cha 1 nguoi khong c6 dirc tin néu so voi nhitng ngudi 6 niém tin 16n lao™,
“N6i rat hay”, Donati d4p. “Véy con anh? Anh van con tin chir? Hay anh d3 timg bao gio ¢ niém tin chua?”

Gariel dimg budc. “Ngudi Canaanites, nguoi Hittites, Amalekites, ngwdi Moabites - ho khong con nita. Nhung vi mot li do nao déy ching ta van con &
day. C6 & bdi vi cach day 4000 nam Chua troi da ki giao kéo voi Abraham. Ai biét duoc?”

“Ta s& thi 4n gidng phic cho nguoi, s& laim cho dong ddi nguoi nén dong, nén nhiéu nhur sao trén bau trdi, nhur cat ngoai bi bién”. Donati trich dan
chuong 22 ctia quyén “Séang thé ky” (quyén dau kinh Cyu Udc).

“Dong doi ngwoi s& chiém dugc thanh tri ciia dich”, Gabriel hoan tt phan con lai trong doan cho Donati. “Bay gitr ké thi ciia t0i mudn doi lai thanh tri
ctia minh. Han sin sang lAm bat ctr diéu gi, ké ca hi sinh con trai minh dé dat dugc diéu nay”.

Donati mim cudi trurée sur dién giai thong minh ki trong Kinh théinh ctia Gabriel. “Chiing ta khong khc nhau may, anh va t6i. Ching ta déu hién dang
mang song minh cho nhiing thé luc cao ca hon. Po6i voi t6i I cho nha tho, con anh 1a cho nhan dén”. Ong ding lai va néi thém. “Cho dat nudc”.

Ho di doc Via Dolorosa vao p}lé Hbi gito. Khi dudng phd duge bong rim phi mat, Gariel ddy kinh ram én tran. Nhing ngudi ban hang ngudi
Palestine nhin anh to mo tir quay hang dong duc ctia ho.

“Anh ¢ day c6 sao khong?”
“Ching ta s& 6n tho”.
“T6i dd ring anh c6 mang theo vii khi”.

Gabriel tra 10i bang sy im king, Khi ho tiép tyc rao bude, anh mét Donati chiim chii nhin vio nhiing cuc soi trén duong, cip 1ng may den ram nhiu lai
suy nghi.

“Néu t6i biét Ali Massoudi d& chét, nhu vay rét c6 kha ning dong dang ciia hén ciing biét diéu nay?”

“Di nhién”.

“Ching ciing biét ring may tinh ctia héin ¢6 nhitng tAm hinh? Va may tinh thi da roi vao tay anh?”

“C6 the”.

“C6 thé diéu nay khién ching thiic day ké hoach nhanh hon khong?”

“Hoic ¢ thé ching s& tri hoéin ké hoach cho dén khi 6ng va ngudi Y loi 1ong sy canh phong”.

Ho di qua cong Damascus. Gabriel ha kinh rém xudng khi ho bude vao khu chy dong diic on &o phia sau nhitng birc tuong.

“C6 mot diéu anh can biét vé nhitng tim énh ndy”, Donati n6i. “Ching duoc chup trong budi noi chuyén truée cong ching cia Dirc Thénh Cha khi ong
chao ddén nguroi hanh hirong trén khap the gioi tai quang trrong Thanh Peter”.

Gabriel dirmg bude nhin vom da miu vang 6 trén nhitng birc trdng d4. “Budi noi chuyén dai ching thudng duoc t6 chire vao thir tur hang tudn ding
khong?”

“Ding viy”.

Gabriel nhin Donati ndi. “Homnay Ia thir ba”.

Donati xem dong hd deo tay. “Anh cho t6i di nhé dén san bay nhé? Néu di nhanh chiing ta ¢6 thé kip dén Rome an khuya”.
“Ching ta?”’

“Trén dudng ra ngoai 6, ching ta s& ghé qua cin hd ctia anh dé anh c6 thé goi ghém dd dac”, Donati ndi. “Rome miy bira nay nhiéu bdo. Anh nhé mang
theo 40 mura™.

Minh s& phai mang nhiéu thir chir khong phai chi 4o mura, Gabriel thim nghii khi dAn Donati bang qua chg. Anh ciing s& can dén ho chiéu gia.



Churong 4
Thanh phd Vatican

D6 1a mdt viin phong kha binh di d6i v6i mdt ngudi ddy quyén hc. Tamthamphuong Dong phai mau do thoi gian, con rem cira trong ning né va buon
té. Khi Gabriel va Donati budc vao phong, mot nguoi nho tho méc dd trang ngdi ding sau chiéc ban 1o thd so dang chiaim chia nhin mén hinh truyén hinh,
Trén d6 dang chiéu canh bao luc: khoi lira, nhitng ngudi sdng sot bé bét mau dang but toc khdc thurong nhimg than thé khong knh kin ctia ngudi da
chét. Giao hoang Paul VII, Giam muc thanh Rome, Pai gido chil nhén nit Dimg trén chiéc diéu khién tir xa, va hinh anh chuyén sang méu den. “Gabriel”,
ong noi. “Rét vui duogc gip lai cau”.

Giao hoang cham ri dtmg Ién chia ban tay nho - khong phai 1 dua mit chiéc nhan Ién nhu d6i v6i nhiéu ngudi, ma 6ng 1t nghiéng long ban tay. Cai bat
tay van chat, va doi mit nhin Gariel triu mén van trong sang va day khi lwc. Gariel da quén mit Pietro Lucchesi von c6 déng dip nho bé nhur thé nao.
Anh nh6 lai budi chidu hom Lucchesi xuat hién sau budi hop kin bau Gido hoang, Khi d6 6ng di chuyén trong chiéc 40 & rong thing thinh dwroc chuén bi
voi vi va hiu nhur khong ai ¢6 thé nhin thiy diroc 6ng tir nhitng hang c6t bén ngoai Pai thanh duwdng, Mot nha binh ludn trén truyén hinh Y da goi ong
Pietro Bat kha tu nghi. Hong y Marco Brindini, Ngoai trurong bao thii cue doan, ké ludn cho réng minh s& 1a nguoi bude ra khoi cude hop kin voi bo
bachy, da cay déng goi Lucchesi 1 “Gido hoang Bat Ngo I”.

Tuy nhién Gabriel luon nghi v& hinh anh khéc ciia Pietro Lucchesi, hinh anh ong dimg trén buc dai gido dudng Do Théi & Rome phat biéu  nhiing diéu ni
chua vi Gido hoang nao timg n6i. “Chiing t6i xin thi ti va xin cac ban tha thir cho nhiing t0i ¢ ny cting nhur nhing t0i dc sép bi vach tran. Khong 1oi
ndo dién ta ndi ndi budn sau séc ciia ching ti. Trong gioy phiit cac ban can gitip do nhét, khi lye Tuong Birc quoc xa kéo cac ban ra khoi nha va 16i di
trén nhitng dudng phd xung quanh gido dudng nay, cac ban da cau xin gitip d, nhung 16i cau xin d6 bi dap lai boi syr thinh Eing, Vi thé ngay hom nay,
khi t6i cau xin sy tha thir, t6i s&€ lam theo cach nay. Trong thinh Eing...”

Giao hoangngbixwingnhmnnnh]nhmaudenkhongtlnhieutua nhu no vﬁntmyéntoimét ongnlmnghmhanh, nhungthuongvongono’ixa XOi. ‘Ta da
cho 6ng ta, nhung ta nghlcor hoi thanh cong rit mong manh”.
Gabriel nhin Donati mong 101 giai thich.

“Nha Tring thong bo cho ching t6i t0i hom qua k& Tong thong & dén ddy vao dau ném sau nhin chuyén cong du tai cac thii d6 chiu u. Tong thong
dang hi vong tao dung dugc mdt hinh dnh than thién va bdt hieu chién hon nham stra chita mdt so ton that do quyét dinh gy chién véi Irac”.

“Cudc chién ta luén phan d6i”, Gido hoang Ién tiéng,
“Ong 4y c6 ghé tham Vatican khong?”. Gabriel hoi.

“Ong ta s& dén Rome — do 13 tat ca nhitng gi ching t6i biét. Nha Tring van chua thong béo ring liéu Tong thdng c6 mubn hoi kién véi Bire Thanh Cha
khong. Ching t6i hi vong 101 yéu cdu s& duoc dua ra trong khoang thoi gian ngiin nita”.

“Ong ta s& khong bao g ¢én Rome ma khong gh¢ thim Vatican”, Gido hoang n6i. “Tin dd Cong gifo bao thi la mot bo phan cir tri quan trong Ongta
s§ muon rrf)t vai btrc anh dep va vai loi phat bi€u thién chi tir ta. Ong ta s€ cd anh chup. Con vé phan nhitng 101 n6i thién chi. . .”. Gipng Gido hoang nhd
dan. “Ta e rang Ong ta s& phai tim di€u nay & noi khac”.

Donatira d4u cho Gabriel ngdi xudng. “Tong thong 1 ngudi thich ndi chuyén théng thén, theo nhur nhimg ngudi ban My ciia chiing ta cho biét. Ong ta s&
lang nghe nhitng gi Ngai n6i, thwa Pirc Thanh Cha™.

“Péng I& ong ta phai ling nghe ngay tir dAu. Negay tir khi 6ng ta dén Vatican tru6e cuje chién, ta da canh béo rang 6ng ta dang di trén con duong tai
hoa. Ta béo ring cude chién khong c6 Ii do chinh ddng vi khong c6 mdi de doa thure sw ndo véi mrdc My va dong minh, ring 6ng ta chura 1t tung moi
con dudng tim cach dao ngwoc miu thudn, rang Lién Hop Quoc chir khong phai My moi c6 du tham quyén thich hop giai quyét viéc nay. Nhung ta da
danh phén I6n vao viée gian dir cho doan tranh luan lic cudi chdng lai cude chién. Ta nhan dinh Tong thong My s& mau chong gianh duoc thing loi trén
chién trudng, “Céc ngai rat manh,” ta n6i, ‘con dich thi ciia cac ngii rat yéw’. Nhung ta cling tién dodn nhitng ndm sau cudc chién, nurée My s& phai ddi
mit vi cac cude ndi day bao loan. Ta ciing canh bao ong ta néu ding vii e giai quyét khing hoang, ong ta s& chi tao ra sy khing hoang nang né hon.
Thé g101H01g1ao s& nghi d6 Ia cude Thép ty chinh moi cia nhitng ngudi Thién Chia gido da tring. Khing b khong thé bi danh bai boi khing b, ma
phai do cong bang vé kinh té va xa hoi dem lai”,

Giéio hoang, sau khi két thiic bai thuyét phap, nhin hai thinh gia dé xem phén tmg. Mt dng déo qua déo lai vai an trude khi heu lai n khuon mt
Gabriel. “Hinh nhu cdu mudn phan bién lai nhitng gi ta vira n6i”.

“Ngai 1a ngudi c6 tai hing bién tuyét voi, thua Pirc Thanh Cha”.
“Cau Ia ngudi trong gia dinh, Gabriel. Cir néi nhitng gi minh nghi””.

“Lyc hrong Hoi gido cép tién d tuyén bd chién tranh véi ching ta - Mg, phuong Ty, Thién Chiia gido, Israel. Theo ludt ctia Chuia va Iudt ca loai
nguoi, chung ta c6 quyén, thit ra 1a cd nghia vu phai khang cu”.

“Khang cy lai nhitng tén khing b6 bang sy mém Irf)ng va nhan dao thi tot hon | bing bao hrc va d6 mau. Khi cc chinh tri gia ding dén bao hrc, bao
g0 dan chiing ciing 1a ngudi ganh chiu trude tién”



“Duong nhur Birc Thanh Cha tlnrang van dé vé khing| b va Hoi gido cap tién 6 thé duoc giai quyét néu nhu im cho ho gidng ching ta hon - ring néu
ngheo doi, thét hoc, va chuyén ché khong phd bién nhiéu nhur thé & the gidi Hoi gido, thi s& khong co nhimng thanh nién san sang hi sinh cudc song cla
minh dé gy thirong tat hay giét hai ngudi khac. Ho da nhin thy 16i séng ciia chiing ta nhung ho khong mu6n sdng nhur vay. Ho da nhin thay ché do dan
chit ma ching ta c6, nhung lai chdi bo. Ho xem dan chi nhu mot ton gio chdng lai nhitng diéu rin cta Hoi giao, vi thé ho s& chdng cur lai bang con thinh
6 ma ho cho 1 thiéng liéng, Lam sao chiing ta c6 thé mang dén cong bang va thinh virong cho nhiing ngwoi Hbi gido chi tin vao céi chét?”

“Piéu nay chic chén khong thé 4p dit 1én ho bang ndng sting nguoi da tring”.

“Con dong ¥, thra Dirc Thénh Cha. Chi khi Hoi gido tu thay doi thi mdi o cong bang xa hdi va thinh virong dich thyrc trong thé giéi Arap Xéut. Nhung
trong thoi gian d6 chiing ta khong thé chi ngdi nhin nhiing phan tir Hoi gido cuc doan tim cach hity diét chiing ta. Pieu d6, thua Ptrc Thanh Cha, ciing Ia
phi ludn Iy”.

Giao hoang nhom ngudi ddy khoi ban mo cira s6 16n nhin ra quang trudng Thanh Peter. Man dém budng xudng. Rome dang chuyén minh dudi chan ong.
“Ta d dting vé chién tranh, Gabriel, va ta ciing ding vé tuong lai dang cho tit ca ching ta - H(‘“)i gido, Thién Chia gido, va Do Thai gido - néu ching ta
khong chon con dudng khac. Nhung ai s& ling nghe ta? Ta chi la 6ng gia trong bo do tu hanh song trong long dat vang O chau u ching ta song nhur thé
Chua khong ton tai. Chong thin M¥ 1a ton gido duy nhat ctia chiing ta bay gio”. Ong quay ngudi lai nhin Gabriel. “Va chong ngudi Do Thar”.

Gabriel im Bing. Gido hoang n6i, “Luigi béo véi ta ring bén cau vira kham pha ta dm muru am sat ta. Lai mot am muru khac”, dng néi thém voi ny cudi
budn ba.

“Con e 14 nhu thé, thua Pirc Thanh Cha”.

“Chuyén nay kh01 hai nhi? Ta B nguoi cb ging ngin chan cudc chién & Irfc. Ta nglr01 cb bic cau giira Ho1 g0 va Do Ttm gido. Vayma ta lai la
ngudi ching mubn giét”. Gido hoang nhin ra ngoai ctra sb. “C6 18 ta da sai im. C6 18 rét cude ho khong mubn c6 mot cau ndi i ta”.

Hau hét céc budi t6i Gido hoang Paul VII va Drrc ong Donati throng ding bita cling nhau trong khu riéng danh cho Gido hoang véi mot hay hai khach
moi. Donati thrdng ¢6 gang tao khong khi nhe nhang, thur giéin, va thinh thoang c6 nhic den cong viée thi cling chi giéi han trong pham vi nhitng chuyén
gau ve Hoi dong Hong y mot cach kin déo. Tuy nhién, t6i hom d6 khong khi trong phong an cua Gido hoang khac han. Danh sach khach moi duoc triéu
tap mot cach voi va, khdng chi bao gdm nhitng ngurdi ban c¢li ma con nhiing ngudi chiu trach nhi€ém bao vé Gido hoang: Pai uy Karl Brunner, chi huy Doi
can v¢ Thuy Sichuyén bao vé Gido hoang, Tuong Carlo Marchese bén Lure lwong canh sat vii trang Carabinieri, va Martino Berlano, Pho cuc an ninh
Y.

Gabriel chuyén nhitng birc anh va tom tit thong tin cho ho bing tiéng Y theo giong Ao. Bai thuyét trinh ctia anh stic tich hon nhitng gl anh da noi voi
Donati & Ji erusalem‘sémg hoém dod, va anh khong nhac dén tén Ali Massoudi. Tuy vay, giong di¢u ctia anh da khang dinh viéc Tinh bao Israel xem moi de
doa Ia c6 thye va can phai thyre hién nhitng bién phap bao vé Gido hoang va Toa thanh. Khi anh durt 16, khuon mit nhitng ngudi cua Lire wong an ninh
t6 vé nghiém tic, nhung khong hoang loan. Ho da trai qua nhing chuyén nhu thé nay nhidu lan, vi i vy, ho da c6 kinh nghiém trong viée lap nén nhiing
quy trinh can thiét dé ting cuodng an ninh xung quanh Dirc Thanh Cha va Toa thanh Vatican khi can thiét. Gabriel Fing nghe ho diém lai nhitng quy trinh
ndy. Khi ho tam ngimg trao d6i, anh héing giong.

“Anh mudn dé nghi diéu g 4?”. Donati hoi.

“C6 I& chiing ta nén doi budi I8 ngiy mai vao trong nha - vao khan phong Gido hoang”,

“Ngay mai Birc Thanh Cha s& tuyén phiic cho m6t ni tu sy nguoi B6 Pao Nha”, Donati noi. “Ching t6i nghi c6 thé ¢ i vai ngan ngudi hanh huong
BG Pao Nha, cong thém mdt dam dong khong 16 nhur moi budi I8 khac. Néu ching ta doi budi I vao phong, nhiéu ngudi s& khong dugc tham dur”.

“Tha dé mdt vai ngudi hanh hwong ¢ ngoai con hon dé Pirc Théanh Cha bi nguy hiém mbt cach khong can thiét”.

Gi4o hoang nhin Gabriel. “Céu c6 bing chimg cu thé no chimg to bon khing b s& tin cong ngay mai khong?”

“Da khong, thura Birc Gido hoang, Tin tirc tinh bao kiéu nhu vAy rét kho xac minh”,

“Néu ching ta doi nhitmg ngudi di I€ vao khén phong, v khong cho nhig ngudi ximg déng tham dy budi i€, nhur vy ciing dong nghia v6i viée bon
khing b6 da chién thang, ding khong?”

“D¥i khi nén dé cho bon khimg bd gianh droc chién thing nho nhd con hon 1 ching ta phéi chiu nhitng thit bai ning né”

“Dén toc cau von ndi tiéng vé viée sdng ddi mit voi nhitng de doa khing bd ma”.

“Chiing t6i van dang c6 nhing bién phép dé phong”, Gabriel ndi. “Vi du khong ai ¢6 thé dén noi cong cong ma khong bi luc soat”.

“Thé thi haly lyc soét nhitmg ngwoi hanh hurong va tién hanh nhimg bign phap phong ngira cn thiét”, Gido hoang dép lai. “Nhung ta s& c6 mit tai quang
truong Thanh Peter chiu mai, noi ta thure thi bon phan ctia minh. Trach nhiém ctia cac anh Ia phai ddm bao khong c6 chuyén gi xay ra”.

Déng hd moi hon murdi gior khi Donati dga ngriel xubng cac bc thang dan tir Cung dién Toa thanh dén Via Belverdere. Man suong nhe dang budng
xuong; Gabriel kéo khoa 4o khoac va vat chiéc tii du lich Ién vai. Donati khong méc 4o khoéac, duong nhu 6ng khong cam thay lanh. Mat dng nhin



xubng d4 lat duong khi ho di ngang qua buu dién trung tm Vatican vé phia cong Thanh Anne.
“Anh c6 chéic khong can ta cho di nhd xe khong?””
“Cho dén sang nay i van nghi minh khong bao gior duroc dit chan dén noi nay mot lin nita. Toi mubn ding co hdi nay dé di dao”.

“Néu canh sat Y bt anh trude khi v& t6i can ho, hdly n6i ho goi cho t6i. irc Thanh Cha s& dambao cho sur an toan ctia anh”. Ho rio budc trong yén
lang mot 1at. “Tai sao anh khdng quay lai day luon?”

“Quay lai Y? Téi e rang Shanron c6 nhitng ké hoach khéc cho t67”.

“Ching t61 nhé anh”, Donati noi. “Tiepolo cling vay”.

Francesco Tiepolo, mbt ngudi ban ctia Gido hoang va Donati, 1 chi cong ty phuc ché tranh thanh cong nhit & Veneto. Gabriel timg phuc ché hai birc
hoa sau ban tho noi tiéng nhat cua Bellini cho 6ng. Gan hai buire théi, anh nghi. Tiepolo phai ty hoan tat birc San Giovanni Crisostomo sau khi Gabriel
phai 161 bo Venice.

“T6i biét Tiepolo s& séng mi khong can o1,

“Thé con Chiara thi sa0?”

Gabriel, bang sy im king dy tim trang ctia minh, thim ngu ¥ réing khong mudn thao luan voi thur ky riéng ctia Gido hoang vé chuyén tinh cam phirc tap
cua minh. Donati khon khéo chuyén dé tai.

“Ta rét tiéc néu anh cam thay Gio hoang gay khé xir cho anh. Ta e rang 6ng khong con nhiéu kién nhén nhur ngity xua nita. Tt ca cac Gido hoang déu
nhur thé sau vai ndm ndm quyén. Khi mjt nguoi dugc bau Bm Gido hoang, that khé ma khong tré nén ndng nay”.

“Dlrc Thanh Cha van 1 ngudi ¢6 tim hdn diu dang nhu t6i gip cach ddy ba nam, Luigi. Chi gid hon mbt chit”

“Khi dugc bau 6ng khong con 1 mot thanh nién nita. Cac Hong y nuén bau mdt Gido hoang cai quan Vatican, mot ai d6 gitt 4m ngai vang ctia Thanh
Peter trong khi nhitng nguoi d6i moi va phe béao thii cire doan giai quyét nhing bat dong Gido hoang chura bao gio' ¢6 y dinh chi lim ngudi cai quan, anh
ciing biét roi ddy. Ong con nhiéu viée phéi lim trrde khi nhdm miit - nhitng diéu ¢6 thé khong lam cho phe bao thit hai long, RS rang ta khong mudn
nhiémky ctia Gido hoang sém két thic”.

“Toi cling vay”.

“P6 chinh 1 Ii do tai sao ta mudn anh 1 nguoi dimg bén canh 6ng trong budi I8 ngiy mai”.

“Doi can vé Thuy Siva Lyrc lwong Carabinieri c6 kha nang bao vé Gido hoang t6t hon”.

“Co thé, nhung ho chua bao gio trai qua mdt cudc tAn cong khiing b thuc su”.

Gabriel noi. “Thurong 1 khong ai con séng dé ké lai cudc tin cong da xay ra nhu thé nao”.

Donati nhin Gabriel. “Anh da timg trai qua”, ong n6i. “Anh dé & sat bén bon khing bd. Anh ciing nhin thy anh mt ké lic chuin bi bAm nut kich nd”.

Ho dirng lai khi cach cong Thanh Anne vai thude. Bén trai 1 nha thd Thanh Anne tron méau bo, nha thd gido xir ctia thanh phd Vatican; ¢ bén phéi ho 1
161 vao doanh trai D61 can vé Thuy ST Mot nguoi linh cén vé ding gac ngay bén trong cong, méc bd quén phyc ban dém mau xanh gian di.
“Cha muén t6i am gi, Luigi?”

“Ta giri gim moi viéc vao doi tay tai ning ctia anh. Hay tw timra vin d&. Khi thiy diéu g khong on, hay tur giai quyét”.

“Dya vao quyén gi?”

“Quyén ciia ta”, Donati ndi qua quyét. Ong tho tay vao tii iy mot tim thé mong ra trao cho Gabriel. Pay 1 thé can cudc trong Vatican c6 dong diu cia
vin phong an ninh. “Tdm thé nay s& cho phép anh vao bit cir noi ddu trong Vatican - di nhién ngoai trir phong Tang thr. Ta e ring khong thé cho phép
anh lyc loi & trong d6”.

“Toi da am thé rd7”, Gabriel noi, sau do thé tm thé vao tii 4o khodc va bude ra phd. Donati ch tai cong Thanh Anne cho dén khi Gabriel khuét bong
trong man dém mdi quay nguoi lai trd vé Toa thanh. Ong tu cam thay ngac nhién khi thay minh vira di wira lam nham 161 bai Hail Mary.

Gabriel bang qua song Tiber trén cau Umberto. Sang bo bén kia anh | queo trai di vé phia quang truong Piaaza de Spagna. Quang truong lic d6 Vang Ve,
va nhitng béc thang Tay Ban Nha sang Ién dudi anh dén trong nhu g6 bong loang. Trén bac thir hai muroi tim cd mot ¢ gai dang ngdi. Toc cd giong toc
ctia Chiara, va trong mdt thoang Gabriel nghi d6 thuc sy 1a 6. Nhung khi tréo 1€n cao hon anh nhan ra d6 chi la Nurit, nguoi dua thu cau kinh thude

tram Rome. C5 ta dua anh chia khoa ctia cin ho an toan, va bang tiéng Do Thai ¢, bao ring ding sau nhitng hop thiéc trong chan anh s& thiy khiu
Beretta da Ién dan va mt bang dan du trit.



Anh di nbt nhing béc thang con lai 1én nha thr Trinita dei Monti. Ciin hd céch nha tho khoang 50 thude, trén Via Gregoriana. Cin ho ¢6 hai phong ngi
va mot san thuong nhé. Gabriel By khiu sting khoi hong va vao phong ngii 1on hon. Pién thoai, giéng nhur dién thoai trong nhitng can ho an toan khéc,
khong ¢6 chudng ma chi ¢6 dén do nhip nhéy cho biét dang c6 cude goi dén. Gabriel ndm trén girong trong bd dd mic di gip Thi tudng, nhic tai nghe
1én bam mot sb dién thoai & Venice. Giong phu nit tra 1. “C6 chuyén gi?”’, ¢6 ta hoi bang tiéng Y. Sau do, khi khong ai tra i, c6 ta chiri thé va dap
dién thoai xubng - manh dén ndi khién Gabriel gidt 5ng nghe khoi tai trude khi nhe nhang dat lai xudng may.

Anh ci dd va dé gbi dudi dau. Khi dang thiu thiu ngii ciin phong bdng nhién sang 1én béi tia chop. Theo ban néing anh dém dé tinh toan thdi gian giira
mbi lan chdp. Anh nhin thiy mdt cau bé giy gd 6 doi mit xanh nhur ngoc luc bao dudi theo chdp trén ddi & Nazareth. Sam nd trude khi dém dén lan
thir tu, lam rung chuyén ca toa nha.

Thém nhiéu tia chop nhanh chong theo sau, va mura dép vao cira phong ngu. Gabriel b ging chop mét nhung vo ich. Anh bat dén bén giwong ngl lén,
mo tp hd so ¢ nhitng tim anh iy tir may tinh ciia Massoudi, chim chm gié tir tim ndy sang tAm khac, ghi nhd ching. Mot tiéng sau anh tit dén va
hinh dung lai nhitng birc anh. Chép nhé trén dinh thap chudng nha tho. Gabriel nhim mit lai nhim dém
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Chuong 4

Chuong 5
Thanh phd Vatican

Khi it trdi 1én, mira da tanh. Gabriel rdi cn ho an toan lic sang sém di doc nhitng con phd véng tanh tién vé& hudng Vatican. Khi anh bang qua cau,
anh sang mau hong md mo chiéu trén ngon tiing long moc trén dinh ddi Janiculum, nhung quang trrdng Thanh Peter van chim trong béng t6i va dén van
séng trong khu Hang Cot. Mot quan ca phé mo ctra cach 16i vao vin phong bao chi Vatican khong xa lim. Gabriel udng hai tach ca phé cappuccino tai
ban canh 1i di va doc bao budi sang, Khong c6 t& nhat bao chinh & Rome nao biét thur ky riéng ciia Gido hoang c6 chuyén viéng tham chép nhoang dén
Jerusalem ngiy hom qua - hay t6i hom qua trréng cac doi an ninh da hop tai phong an ciia Gido hoang dé ban cach ddi phé voi mbi hiém hoa khing bd
de doa tinh mang Pac Thanh Cha.

Pén tam gio, tai quang trudng Thanh Peter, ngudi ta da ruc rich chuin bi cho budi ni chuyén trude cong ching, Lire lrong nhan cong Vatican dang xép
ghé gip va dung nhig tAm ngin bang kim loai tam thoi trén khoang dat trong trrdc Dai thanh duong, con bd phén an ninh dang gan tir ké doc hang
ct. Gabriel o1 quan ca phé va dén dmg canh hang rio bang thép phén chia lanh dia Toa thanh véi dat Y. Anh tao cho minh bd dang cing thing vung
v&, nhin dong hd vai lan, va cha y y déc bigt dén van hanh cta nhitng chiéc tix ké. Noi tom lai, anh c6 tht ca nhu'ng‘bleu hién va hanh vima Lyre hr(,)}]g
Carabinieri va Vigilanza, canh sat Vatican, nén canh chirg. Muoi phit sau mjt vién canh sat Carabiniere mac dong phuc m6i dén bén anh hoi gidy to tiy
than. Gabriel, bang tiéng Y hoan héo, thong bao véi vién canh sat 1a anh dang lam viéc cho phong an ninh Vatican.

“Toi xin 167", vién canh sat n6i va roi di.

“Cho da”, Gabriel goi voi theo.

Vién canh sat dirng lai va quay nguoi.

“Cau khong yéu cau xem gidy t tlly thin ctia t6i 227

Vién canh sat chia tay ra. Anh ta thd o nhin thé chirng minh, sau d6 trao n6 lai.

“Dlmg tin ai”, Gabriel dan. “Hay xét gidy to tiy than. Néu moi chuyén ¢6 vé déng nghi, ity goi cp trén”.

Gabriel quay ngudi budc t6i cong Thanh Anne. Noi day mit nh()m nit tu trong trang phuc mau xam dang durge cho vao chi bang cach don gian n6i
“Annora”, tén cua siéu thi tai Vatican. Anh thir ndi “Annora”, va giong nhur cac nit tu sy, anh cing dugc cho phép vao linh dia ctia Vatican. Vira vao
dén cbng, anh chia thé chimg minh cva Vatican va la méng anh chang can vé Thyy St bang tleng Purc ving Berlin anh hoe dugc tir me. Sau d6 anh trd ra

phd. Lat sau mdt cha xr In tudi toc bac tring thong bao voi ngudi linh can vé ring ong mubn vao khoa bao ché ciia Vatican. Nguoi linh can vé gir
ngudi dan ong tai cng cho dén khi 6ng ta trinh thé nhan dang tir i 4o.

Gabriel quyét dinh kiém tra an ninh tai Vom Chuéng & mbt 16i khéc dan vao Vatican. Anh dén d6 nam phit sau, vira kip Ic nhin théy mot Hong y trong
Hoi dong va hai phu ta di qua vom ma thdm chi nguoi linh cén vé dirng nghiém gan cho tri mura ctia minh khdng buodn lice niit. Gabriel gio the trurde mét
“Tai sao cau khong hoi vi Hong y d6 gidy td?”

“Chiéc mil d6 va cay thanh gia deo & ngure a gidy tor tiry thn ctia 6ng Ay
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“Khong phai hom nay”, Gabriel n6i. “Hay kiém tra gidy to tily than ciia tit ca moi nguoi”

Anh quay ngudi bude doc ria ngoai cta Hang Cot, suy nghi vé nhitng canh turong minh vira nhin thiy. Quang truong Thanh Peter mic du rét rong song
14 noi an toan. Nhung néu ¢6 k& ho trong I6p 4o bao vé Vatican thi d6 chinh la lwong Ion ngudi dugc ty do di chuyen déng sau quang truong. Anh nhé
lai nhiing birc anh trén may tinh Ali Massoudi va tu hoi khong biet nhitng tén khiing bo da kham pha ra di€u nay chua.

Anh bang qua quang truong dén Ctra Bong (Bronze Doors). Anh dé dang vao duoc ctra trude Toa thanh. Thé clia Gabriel duoc mdt ngudi linh can vé
méic dong phuc kham xét bén ngoai, va sau d6 bi kham lai lan nita trong sanh boi mbt ngudi linh méc thirdng phuc. The cua phong an ninh cho phép anh
vao Toa thanh ma khong can ki tén tai ban tiép nhan, nhung anh bi yéu ciu théo vii khi. Anh lim diéu nay mot cach ngan ngir.

Cau thang Hoang gia v6i nhimg bic bang cam thach da ¢ ngay trude mit anh, ching séng md mo nho nhiing chiéc dén bang sat Ion. Gabriel kén cau
thang bang qua san trong sang phia bén kia, noi thang may dang cho san dua anh lén lau ba. Anh dirmg mot chit ¢ hanh lang ngoai ngam tranh v& trén
tuong cta Rafael, sau d6 di nhanh doc hanh lang rong dén day phong cua Gido hoang. Donati mic hong y ngdi dang sau ban lam viée trong van phong
nho k& bén phong ctia Gido hoang, Gabriel budc vao va dong cira.

“Bao nhién ngurdi lam viée trong Vatican?”. Donati Ip lai cau hoi ctia Gabriel. “Khoang mdt nira™.

Gabriel nhiu may.

“Thir 16i cho t01”, Donati néi. “Déy la cau dua hdi xura & Vatican. Cau tra 1 1200, trong d6 c6 ca nhitng cha xir va Giam myc km trong Quic vu
khanh ciing rit nhléu gido xtr va hoi dong cling doi ngfi nhan vién hd tro cong viée ctia ho. C ca nhitng ngudi khong thude gido hdi nhung gitip noi niy
hoat dong: huéng dan vién du lich, ngudi quét réc, bao tri, im viron, nhan vién trong nhitng noi nhur buru dién, tiém thudc va siéu thi. Di nhién ciing phai
ké dén Lyc lwong an ninh”.

Gabriel gio thé nhan dang ciia Vatican lén. “Tét ca bon ho déu c6 céi nay chir?”

“Khong phéi ai ciing dwoc phép diit chan vao Toa thanh, nhung ding i ho ¢6 quyén vio nhitng noi cong cong trong Vatican”

“Y Cha mudn néi B quang trurdng va Dai thanh dudng?”

“D 4 Vay”.

“Cha d cho kiém tra v& nhan thin nhing nguoi nay chwa?”

“Chéc khong phai anh dang 4m chi Hong y, Giam nuc, Prrc ong, va cha xtr dy chu?”.

“Ching ta tam thoi dé ho sang mdt bén”. Gabriel cau my.

“Viéc lam tai Vatican rat duoc trong vong. Lirong khong phai cao, nhung tit ca cac nhén vién déu ¢ dic quyén khi mua sim tai tiém thubc va siéu thi.
Gia dugc tro cp thip hon nhiéu so v6i & cho Y. Gia & tram d6 xang ciing vay. Ngoai viée ndy ra, gior lim viéc hop 1i, nghi 1€ dai, nhitng phuc loi khac
khé 6t

“Thé ¢6 kiém tra nhan than ctia nhitng nguoi Bm viée & ddy khong?”

“Cong viéc ny rat co gi - va n6 ciing khong c6 nhiéu - vi thé ho ludn tim ngudi trong gia dinh. Viéc kiém tra nhan than ciing kha nhanh”.

“T6i lo ngai vé viéc nay”, Gabriel ndi. “Vay nhimg ngudi nhur t6i thi sao? Nhimg ngudi c6 quyén tam thoi?”

“Y anh hoi i bao nhiéu ngudi phéai khong?”. Donati nhiin vai. “Vao bét cir ic ndo ciing c6 khoang vi tram nguoi dugce quyén tam thoi vao Vatican”,
“H8 théng nay 1am viéc nhur thé nao?”

“Thudng c4c ty ban hay hoi dong ciia Gido hoang dugc phép nhn nguoi tu van chuyén mbn hay nhan vién dé hd tro. Truéng ban hay Phé ban bao
dam nhan cach ctia ¢4 nhan d6, sau d6 phong an ninh Vatican s¢ cap thé”.

“Phong an ninh ¢6 giit cac gy to khong?”
“Dinhién Ia c6”.
Gabriel nhic ng nghe 1én dura cho Donati.

Hai muroi phit sau dién thoai ctia Donati moi d6 chuong. Ong im king king nghe, sau d6 dap may nhin Gabriel, lic nay dang dtmg bén ctra s6 ng6 ra dam
dong dang bat dau d6 vao quang truong.

“Ho dang bét dau tap hop gidy 0.

“Pang bit dau sao?”



“Cén phai c6 sy dong ¥ ctia Truong phong. Ong 4y dang hop. Ho s& giri cho anh trong 15 phtt nira”.

Gabriel nhin ddng hd deo tay. Gan mudi gior rudi.

“Doi budi I8 vao trong nha di”.

“Dlrc Thanh Cha khong dong y*. Donati dén bén cira s6 canh Gabriel. “Thém nita, ciing khong kip. Khéach khira bit dAu dén rdi”.

Ho sép xép cho anh lam viéc trong can phong nho ¢6 cira s0 day bd ‘hong nhin ra san trong Belvedere, va cho mjt cyu canh sat Carabiniere mit bing
sita tén Luca Angelli dén giip anh tim h6 so. Anh gi6i han viéc timkiém cua minh ¢ nhirng nhn cong trong Vatican. Tham chi Gabriel, mbt ngwdi von ¢6
tinh nghi ngo, cling khong trdng twong dén kich ban trong d6 cha xir Thién Chiia gido, v0 tinh hay hiru y, bi tuyén md vi s nghiép cua al-Qaeda. Anh
cting khong timkiém ho so ctia doi can vé Thuy Siva Viglanza. Nhitng vi tri trong Vigilanza thurong dugc trao cho nhiing cyru quan nhan ctia Lyre luong
Carabinieri hay canh sat Chinh pht. Con vé can vé Thuy Si, ho chi duoc tuyén tir nhimg gia dinh md dao ¢ Thuy ST Hau hét trong s6 ho dén tir nhirng
bang n6i tieng Phap hay tiéng Purc trong ving ring niii & Thuy Si, noi khé ¢6 thé 1a thanh Iy ctia Hoi gido cuc doan.

Anh bét ddu kiém tra hd so ctia nhirng nhin vién im viéc trong Vatican. Pé gioi han cude timkiém, anh chi xem ho so nhitng ngudi duoc thué trong
vong nimnam. Chi riéng viéc nay khién anh mat ba muroi phut. Khi hoan tat, anh dé sang bén ho so mra t4 nhan vién can danh gia can than hon - mot
nhan vién trong tiém thuoc Vatican, mdt ngudi lam vuron, hai céu bé lam viée trong nha kho & Annona, ngudi canh gac trong bao tang Vatican, va mit
ngudi phy nit lam vi€e trong ctra hang ban d6 luu niém Vatican - 16i trao nhitng ho so con lai cho Angelli.

Nhirng hd so sdp chuyén t6i i ctia nhitng nhéan vién lam viée cho céc gido doan ctia Hoi ddng Hong y. Cac gido doan tuong duong véi cac bd ctia chinh
phu, gidi quyet nhitng linh vre trong tam doi voi viée cai quan ctia nha tho nhur hoc thuyt, niém tin, gido s§, cac vi thanh, va gido duc gido ly. Mbi giéo
doan do mot Hong y dirmg dau, mdi Hong y c6 mdt vai Gidm muc va Dirc ong gitip viée. Gabriel xem xét hd so cac gido s va nhan vién ctia chinh gido
doan nhung khong tim thay di€u anh quan tim. Anh trao ho so lai cho Angelli.

“Con ginita?”

“Céc try ban va hoi ddng ctia Gido hoang”, Angelli tra 1. “Va nhitng phong khac”.

“Nhitng phong khac?”

“Phong Quén Iy tai san Toa thanh, phong Kinh t& Toa thanh. . .

“T6i hiéu ro7”, Gabriel ¢t ngang, “Con bao nhiéu hd s0?”

Angelli gio tay cho biét dong hd so cao hon mdt bd. Gabriel nhin dong ho: 11 gids 20 phiit. ..

“Mang ho so dén day”.

Angelli bit dau bang c4c ty ban ctia Gido hoang. Gabriel Jay ra hai tap hd so dé xem xét thém, mot la ¢b van ctia Uy ban Khao o Thanh, va nguoi con
lai 1 hoc gia nguoi Argentina thue Uy ban Gido hoang vé chau M Latinh. Anh dua phin ho so con lai cho Angelli va nhin dong ho: 11 gio 45 phu. ..
Anh d2 hira v6i Donati s& dung canh gac bén canh Gido hoang trong budi dién thuyét trurde cong ching vao gitra trra. Anh chi con thoi gian xem xét
thém vai bo ho so.

“Bo qua phong Kinh t&”, Gabriel ra lénh. “Mang cho t6i hd so ciia cac hoi dong clia Gido hoang”

Mot le sau Angelli quay tré mang theo chdng hd so day sau bd. Gabriel xem xét ching theo thir tr Angelli trao cho anh. Hoi dng Gio hoang vé nhimg
ngudi the tyc. .. Hoi dong Gido hoang vé doan ket Thién Chua gido. .. Hoi dong Gido hoang vé gia dinh. .. Hoi dong Gido hoang ve cong ly va hoa
binh. .. Hoi dong Gido hoang vé sy cham soc Muc su doi véi nguoi di cur hay nguoi lam viée luu dong. .. Hoi dong Gido hoang vé van ban phap ly. ..
Hoi dong Gido hoang vé ddi thoai lién ton gio. ..

Gabriel gio tay Ién. Anh da tim thiy cai minh mudn.

Anh doc mt Itic, sau d6 nging phét dau Ién. “Ngwdi dan ong ndy thue swr ¢6 quyén ra vao Vatican khong?”

Angelli cti ngudi xudng nhin qua vai Gabriel. “Gido sur Ibrahim el-Banna? Ong 4y da & day hon mdt néni”.

‘6] ‘E g‘l?”

“Ong dy Ia thanh vién tiy ban dc biét nghién ciru céch cai thién mdi quan hé gitra thé gi6i Hoi gido va Thién Chia gido. Tong cong c6 12 thanh vién lp
thanh mdt ddi quoc t€ vdi sau hop gia dao Thién Chua va sau nguoi bén Hoi gifio dai dién cho nhiéu nhanh Hoi gido va truong veé luat Hﬁi gi;io. Ibrahim
el-Banna Ia Gido sur khoa luat HOi gido tai truong Pai hoc AlAzhar & Cairo. Ong ciing la mdt trong nhitng hoc gia duoc kinh trong nhat thé gioi trong
truong luat Hoi gido Hanafi. Hanafi ndi bat trong. ..”

“H(i)i giao Sunni”, Gabriel ndi ndt cau cho Angelli nhim nhin manh. “Cau khong biét Al-Azhar 1 hang 6 ctia hoat dng quén sy Hoi gido 42 N6 bi diéu
Kkhién hoan toan béi cac luc rong al-Qaeda va hdi Huynh d€ Hoi giao”.



‘N6 cling 1a mot trong nhitng trrong 1au doi va c6 uy tin nhAt vé ‘luét va than hoc Hoi gido trén thé gii. Gido sur el Banna duoc chon vao vi tri ndy vi ¢o
quan diém 6n hoa. Ong da ggp Dirc Thanh Cha vai lan. C6 hai lan hg & mdt minh véi nhau”,

“Uy ban lam viéc ¢ dau?”

“Gido sur el-Banna c6 vin phong gin quang trrdng Piazza Santa Marta, cach Mai Vom khong xa”,

Gabriel nhin dong ho: 11 gios 55 phit.... Khong ¢ céch ndo dé néi chuyén ndy v6i Donati nira. C6 & by gios ong da ¢ dudi lau cing Dirc Thinh Cha,
chuén bj bude vao quang truong. Anh nhé lai 11 cua Donati t61 hom trude tai Via Belvedere. Hay timra van dé. Néu thay dicu gi khong on, hay o giai
quyét. Anh dimg day nhin Angelli

“T6i mudn noi vai o véi Gido sur”,

Angelli do dy. “Hoat dong nay rét quan trong v6i Ptrc Thanh Cha. Néu ngai budc t6i Gido sur ma khong c6 li do chinh déng, 6ng 4y s& bi xtic pham va
cong viéc ctia Uy ban s€ bi anh hudng xau”.

“Tha am lanh ty Hoi gido gian dit hon 1 tinh mang ctia Gido hoang bi cudp di. Con duong ndo nhanh nhét t6i quéng truong Piazza Santa Marta?”
“Ching ta s& di duong tit”, Angelli dap. “i ngang qua dai thanh dudng”.

Ho chay voi xubng cau thang Hoang gia (Scala Regia) vao nha nguyén m I ban phudc, sau d6 lao chéo xuyén qua gian giita rong lon ciia gido dudng,
Phia duéi dai tréng niém Alexander VII 1 con duong din dén quang trurong Piazza Santa Marta. Khi bu6c ra ngoai trong dnh ning chdi chang, ho nghe
trang vo tay vang doi vong tdi tir quang truong Thanh Peter. Gido hoang da dén budi dién thuyét cong ching, Angelli dAn Gabriel bang qua quang truong
nho t61 khu van phong kiéu Baroque u 4&m. Trong hanh lang, mdt nit tu sy ngoi yén dang sau ban tiep tan. Ba ta nhin Gabriel va Angelli voi vé khong hai
long khi ho lao vao trong.

“Ibrahim el-Banna”, Luca Angelli néi ngéin gon.

Nit tu s chop mit nhanh hai lan. “Phong 4127,

Ho tréo 1én cAu thang, Angelli dﬁn duong, Gabriel theo sat got. Khi nghe trang phao tay khac vong lai tir quang trrdng, Gabriel thic vao nguoi Angell
Ngudi nhén vién an ninh ndy bat dau leo hai bac mot. Khi vao phong 412, ho phat hién cira phong bi dong. Gabriel d¢ tay én then cai nhung Angelli gitr
tay anh lai r0i g0 ctra manh nhung lich sy.

“Gido su el-Banna? Gido sur el-Barmna? Ong c6 ¢ trong phong khong?”’

Khi khong co tiéng dap tra, Gabriel ddy Angelli sang bén va xem xét 6 khoa cd. Bang que kim loai ménh trong vi, anh ¢6 thé d& dang mo cura trong thoi
gian ngan, nhung trang phéo tay khac tir quang truong nhéc anh nhé khong con thoi gian. Anh ndm then cura bang hai tay va ghé vai day cira. Cira khong
suy suyén. Anh t6ng ctra an thir hai, sau d6 I Ian thir ba. O Ian thir tr Angelli ciing tham gia. Canh cira gd nirt ra va d6 xubng, ho té nhii vao bén trong,
Cin phong tréng rong. Khong chi trong 1ong, Gabriel nghi. Bi don sach. Khong c6 sach, 1 so, but viét hay gidy td. Chi cé mot chiéc bi thur ndm chinh
giita ban. Angelli v6i tay bét cong tic dién, nhung Gabriel hét ngan anh ta lai, sau do day anh chang ngudi Y ra ngoai ihanh lang. Anh ldy cy bt trong tii
ding lam que choc xemdo day ndi dung phong bi. Khi chic chan bén trong khdng co gi ngoai gidy, anh cam I thur 1én can than mo ra. Bén trong a mdt
t gidy gip lhmba. Viét tay, chir Arap:

Ching ta tuyén bd chién tranh véi céc ngudi, hoi nhimg tén lish Thip ty chinh, béng viéc hiy diét ngdi dén ther nhidu thin khong theo Hoi gido va céi chét
cua Gido hoang ti cao, nguoi mic bach y ma cac nguoi xem nhur thanh than. Day chinh I3 sy trirng phat d6i voi nhitng tdi &c & Irdc, Abu Ghraib, va
vinh Guantanamo. Nhitng cudc tin cong s& con tiép dién cho dén khi Irdc khong con bi My chiém dong va ngudi Palestine thoat khoi nanh vubt Do
Thai. Chiing ta Ia Ho1 huynh d¢ ctia Allah. Khong c6 Chua troi ma chi cé Allah, va tat ca nhitng 101 dang tang déu p héi danh cho Allah.

Gabriel lao nhur bay xu6ng cau thang, Angelli theo sat dang sau.
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Churong 6
Thanh phd Vatican

“In Nomine Patris Et Filii et Spiritus Sanctus”. Nhin danh Btrc Chila Cha, con va thanh than.
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Giong ciia Gido hoang, duoc khuéch dai boi hé théng 4m thanh Vatican, vang vong khiip quang trurong Thanh Peter doc theo chiéu dai Via della
Conciliazione.

Hai muroi ngin giong ni dong thanh. “Amen”.

Gabriel va Luca Angelli chay nurée rit bang qua quang truong Piazza Santa Marta, sau d6 chay doc theo turong ngoai Dai thanh duong. Trude khi dén
Vom Chudng, Angelli queo phai vao phong Tlep nhén, dlem kiém tra an ninh hiu hét nhimg ngudi vao Vatican. Néu Ibrahim el-Banna dan ai vao
Vatican, gidy to s& cho thiy diéu d6. Gabriel van chay vé huéng Vom Chudng. Ngudi linh can vé Thuy Sidang dimg gac & d6 gidt thot khi thdy mdt
ngudi dan 6ng lao vé phia minh, anh ta ha kich phong tha khi Gabriel tién lai gan. Khi thiy Gabriel vy vay thé nhén vién phong an ninh, anh ta mdi dua
miii kich I&n binh thudng,

“Pua t6i sting cua anh”, Gabriel ra Iénh.
“Thua ngai?”

“Dura t6i sting clia anh!”. Gabriel hét Ién bang tiéng Brre. Nguoi linh dura tay vao trong chiéc 40 chén dong phyc nhiéu méu thoi Phuc Hung Iy ra khau
SIG-Sauer 9mm hién dai. Ngay lic d6 Luca Angelli xuat hién dudi cong vom

“ElBanna dan theo phai doan ba cha xir ngudi Piic vao Vatican lic 11h307,

“Chiing khong phai cha xtt, Luca. Chung la nhitng shaheed - nguoi tir vi dao”. Gabriel nhin dam dong tu tap trude quang truong, “Toi khong nghi chiing
con 6 trong Vatican. C9 I€ bay gio ching dang 6 ngoai d6, va chi Chua moi biét con dicu gi khac nita”.

“Tai sao ho lai vao Vatican qua Vom Chuong?”’

“Dé iy bom, di nhién roi”. Pay chinh 1 k& hé trong 1op béo vé an ninh cta Vatican. Nhiing tén khing bd da phat hién ra diéu nay sau nhiéu lén nghién
ciruky, va da loi dung phong trao hoa binh ctia Pirc Thanh C}]a dé khai thic k& ho nay. “El-Banna co I§ da 1én mang bom vao phong minh nhicu lan.
Bon tir vi dao di lay bom sau khi duge kham xét tai phong Tiép nhén, sau d6 vao quang trirong qua 161 khdng c6 may do kim loai”.

“Dai thanh duong”, Angelli ni. “Ching ¢ thé da vao Pai théinh dudng béing duong hong va ra ngoai béng cira truée. C6 k ching ta da di ngang qua
ching cach day vai phit ma khong biet”.

Gabriel va Angelli nhy qua héng rdo g5 ngiin céch khu vre vao Vom Chudng véi quéng truong v tién vé phia byc. Sur xudt hign dot ngdt cia ho khién
khan gid x6n xao. Donati dang dung phia sau Gido hoang, Gabriel budc nhe ti bén 6ng va dua ong 14 thu tim thay tai ban el-Banna.

“Ching dang ¢ day”.

Donati nhin xuéng thiy nhitng dong chit bang tiéng Arap. Ong ngudc 1én nhin Gabriel

“Ching t6i tim thy méu gidy nay tai ban Ibrahim el-Banna. L4 thur n6i bon chiing s& m nd tung dai thanh duodng, va giét chét Pirc Thanh Cha. Ching ta
phai dua dng roi buc. Ngay bay gio, Luigi”

Donati nhin dam dong trong quang truong: nhirg nguoi hanh huong Thién Chia gido va cac chire séc tir khdp noi trén thé gioi, nhing hoc sinh nic
dong phuc tring, nhing nhom ngudi gia om yeu dén dé nhan sy ban phude tir Gido hoang, Gido hoang dang ngdi trén chiéc - ngai mau do troi. Theo
truyén thong ciia cac bac tién nhiém, ng chao don nhitng ngudi hinh hirong bang ngdn ngit ciia ho. Ong nhanh chdng chuyén tir ngdn ngit ndy sang

ngdn ngir khéc.
“Thé con nhitng ngudi hanh hwong thi sa0?””. Donati hoi. “Lam thé ndo ching ta c6 thé bao vé ho?”

“C6 k& khong con du thoi gian. ft nhat 1 d6i voi mdt s6 ngudi. Néu ching ta b ging cénh béo cho ho thi s& xdy ra hodng loan. Haly dua Drrc Thénh Cha
ra khéi quang trurong mit cach nhanh chong va ém tham nhat. Sau d6 chiing ta s€ bat dau dua nhitng nguoi hanh hurong ra”.

Dai ta Brunner, chi huy d6i linh cén vé Thyy Si, I}Iﬁp vao v6i ho trén buc. Gidng nhur nhitng ngudi bao vé an ninh khéc cho Gido hoang, anh mic 40 com
Ié den deo tai nghe. Khi Donati giai thich tinh huong, ¥t Brunner tai nhot di.

“Chiing ta s€ dua Pic Thanh Cha ra qua dai thanh duong”.
“Néu ching dt bom trong d6 thi sao?”. Gabriel hoi.

Brunner m6 miéng tra 101, nhung nhitng gi anh ta n6i bi cubn di boi mdt vy nd kinh hoang, Am thanh theo sau mot phan nghin gidly sau do, tiéng samdmh
tai nhirc 6c duge khuéch dai boi am vang ctia quang truong Thanh Peter. Gabriel bi vang khoi buc - nhu mdt to gidy trude con gio 16c. Thén thé anh tiép
dat nay Ién mdt vong. Sau d6 anh rét manh xudng bac thém ciia Pai thanh dudng va bat tinh.

Khi m& mit, anh thiy nhitng tong d6 ctia Chila Jesu dang nhin xudng minh tir trén cao. Anh khong biét minh da bt tinh bao lu. Anh ngdi day, tai ong
ong, va nhin quanh. C6 I€ vai gidy, nhung khong lau hon. O bén phai anh 1 nhitng Gidm muc trong hdi déng da ¢ trén buc ciing Gido hoang. Ho c6 ve
sOc va toc tal bi xu nhung phan I6n khong bi thurong, O bén trai anh i Donati va ké bén Donati 1y Karl Brunner. Mt nguoi chi huy nhim nghién, va mau
dang tudn xdi x4 tir vét throng sau dau.



Gabriel dimg day nhin quanh.

Gido hoang dau ri?

ITbrahim el-Banna da dura ba cha xir vao Vatican.
Gabriel nghi ngd con hai vu nd nita s& xay ra.

Anh tim khiu SIG-Sauer vira trung dung ttr ngwdi linh can vé va hét bao cac Gidm nye namxubng, Sau d6, khi anh tréo én buc tim Lucchesi, qua bom
thir hai phat no.

Lai mdt dot nong rét da va e ddy manh khac.

Laimot tiéng sAmnd.

Gabriel bj ddy ving ra phia sau. Lin ndy anh rét 1én nguoi Donati.

Anh lai dtmg Ién. Anh chura kip dén duroc buc thi qua bom thir ba phat nd.

Khi tiéng sdm rén cudi cling ciing it dan, anh tréo én buc xemxet tén thét. Bon tir vi dao da chia nhau dtmg cach déu khu vire gin buc: mot tén gan
Ctra Pong, tén thir hai ¢ trung tAm quang trrdng, con tén cudi dimg gan Vom Chudng, Nhing gi con sét lai ciia bon ching 1 ba dam khéi den boc lén
bau troi xanh nhat khong nay. O céc vi tri ma bon khing bd da dimg, da Iit den sam lai vi lira, w6t sting mau, vurong vai thit da cta nhimg nguoi X4u sb.
Cach nhitng diém nd bom mot chit la nhitng tir thi rach nat trude d6 khong lau van con mang hinh dang nguoi. Nhitng chiéc ghé xép duoc dat trong
quang trudng lic sang som do ngdl nhu nhing quén bai. Gidy dép tung tée khap noi. Bao nhiéu ngudi chét? Hang trédm, anh nghi. Nhung lic nay lo king
cuia anh khong danh cho nhing ngurdi da chét ma cho Pirc Thanh Cha.

Ching ta tuyén b chién tranh véi céc nguoi, hoi nhitng tén linh Thap tur chinh, bing viée hiy diét ngdi dén thd nhiéu than khong theo Hoi gido. ..

Vu tn cong, Gabriel biét, van chura két thiic.

Khi 6, qua man khoi den, anh trong thiy giai doan thir hai bét dau. Mot chiéc xe tii giao hang dimg lai ngay sau héng rdo & cudi quéng truong. Cénh
ctra hau md ra va ba ngudi dan 6ng nhdy xuong, Moi tén vac trén vai mit may phong tén lira.

Chinh ic d6 Gabriel nhin thiy chiéc ngai ma Gido hoang da ngdi. N6 bi thoi bay sang bén do lyc ddy ciia vu nd lan dau va roi Ion nguoe xubng céc bac
thém ctia dai thanh duong, Chia ra bén du6i Ia mdt ban tay nhé deo nhan vang. .. va chiéc bach y lam tam mau.

Gabriel nhin xuéng Donati. “Chiing c6 tén Iira, Luigi! Hay dira moi nguoi roi khoi dai thanh dudng!”

Gabriel nhiy lén buc nhéc chiéc ngai lén. Mt Gido hoang nhiim nghién, va Ngai dang chéy méu do nhitng vét thuong nh6. Khi Gabriel cdi xudng bé
Gido hoang Ién tay, anh nghe thay mbt &m thanh khong 1an vao dau dugc, tén lira RPG-7 dang dén gan. Anh quay déu, du lau d¢ nhin thay qua tén lra
dang x¢ gi6 bay ngang qua quang trueong vé phia Dai thanh duong, Mot gidy sau né dung mai vom Michelangelo nd tung thanh con mura Itra, kinh va da
vun vang tung toe.

Gabriel che chén Giao hoang khoi nhimg méanh vun dang r6t xubng, rdi bé ng Ién chay vé phia Cng Dong, Trude khi ho dén duge Hang Cot dé an
nap, qua t€n lra thir hai duge phong ngang qua quang trrong, N6 dung vao mét ngoai Pai thanh duong, ngay bén dudi hang lan can cuia hanh lang Ban
Phudc.

Gabriel it thing bang ngd xubng san lat da. Anh nging dau lén va thiy tén lira thir ba dang trén duong bay. Tén lira ndy nhdm thip hon hai cai trrdc,
trure tlep bay vé phia byc. Trong gidly phit no dung vao buc, Gabriel thoang théy mdt hinh anh 4c mdng: Luigi dang ¢b ging trong tuyét vong di chuyén
cac Hong y va Giam muc dén chd an toan. Gabriel ndm trén it dat ding thin minh che chéin cho Gido hoang khi mdt con mura nhitng ménh vy khéc rét
1én nguoi ho.

“Phai cau khong, Gabriel?””. Gido hoang hoi, mét van nhim

“Vang, thira Puc Thanh Cha”.

“Moi chuyén qua chwra?”

Ba qua bom, ba tén lira - twong trung cho ba ngdi Thanh, Gabriel nghi. Mot sur si nhuc ¢6 tinh toan di voi nhimg ngudi theo dao Thién Chia.

“Vang, thura Dtrc Thanh Cha. Con nghi moi chuyén da két thiac”.

“Luigi dau?”

Gabriel nhin dng d6 nat con sét lai & chd byc va thiy Donati di loang choang ra khoi dam khéi, im theo xac mot Hong y.

“Cha 4y van con song, thrra DPtrc Thanh Cha”,



Gi4o hoang nhim mt thi thAm. “Cam on Chuia”.

Gabriel cam thdy mdt ban tay néim vai minh. Anh quay lai thiy bon ngudi niic dong phuc mau xanh, tay cdm sting. “Hay tha Pure Gido hoang ra””, mot
ngudi la Ien. “Chiing t6i s& bao vé Pire Gido hoang tir lic nay”.

Gabriel nhin ngudi dan éng mot lat rdi Bic dau. “Toi s& bao vé ong Ay”, anh ndi. Sau d6 anh dimg ddy do Gido hoang vao dinh Tong D9, trong vong viy
ctia nhitng nguoi linh can vé Thuy Si.

Can hd chung cu ném trong mot con hém rai soi gin nha tho Santa Maria ¢ Trastevere. Cao bén téng, tuong ngoai mau niu phai miu treo day day dién
va dién thoai. Mot s6 cho trén tdng chi con tro gach. O tang trét 1a mit cira hang stra xe médy nho lan ra ph6. Bén phai cira hang 14 16i dan vao nhitng
can hd bén trén. Tbrahim el-Banna c6 chia khda trong tii.

Vu tin cong dién ra naim phit sau khi Banna roi khoi Vatican. O khu Borgo Santo Spirito, loi dung lic moi ngurdi dang hoang loan, hin cén than coi kufi
ra (mil doi du ctia ngudi theo Hoi gido) va deo soi ddy thanh gid Im bing gd vao cd. Tir chd do, hén di bo t6i cong vién Janiculum, rdi tir cong vién di

xubng doi t6i Trastevere. O Via della Paglia mdt nguwdi phu nit trong con dau budn da nhd el-Banna ban phude. Hin ban phude cho ba bang nhimg cir
chi va 101 néi bt chude duge ¢ Vatican. Ngay sau d6 hén lai xin Allah tha thir cho tdi bang bd nay.

Gidr day, khi d an toan vé& dén can ho chung cu, hin gb soi thanh gi4 si nhuc ra khoi ¢d va di Ién cau thang sang md mod. Hén dén déy theo énh ciia mit
tay nguoi Ardp Xeit, ke da thai nghén va lap ké hoach cho vu tin cong Tay Ardp Xeit 4y tén la Khatt. D6 Ia tAt ca nhitng gi hdn biét. Dy s& Ia ching
dung dAu tién trong chuyén di roi bo chau u vé lai thé giéi Hi gido. Hin nhitng mong duoc tré vé qué huong Ai Cép, nhung Khalil da thuyét phuc ring
hén s& khong bao gir an toan & d6. Chinh phii Mabarak 1 tay sai cho My va chiing s& giao 6ng cho nhimng ngudi khong theo Hbi gi4o trong nhay mt,
Khalil néi. Chi ¢6 mot noi trén thé gii noi bon khong theo Hoi gido khong bét duogc ng.

Noi d6 1a Arap Xeéut, ving dat ctia Nha tién tri, noi khai sinh Hi gido Wahhabi. Ibrahim el-Banna duoc hira cho mot cude song méi, mot vi tri giang day
tai truong Pai hoc Medina danh tiéng, va mot tai khoan ngin hang tri gid nira triéu do-la. Cho trd an la phén thuong ctia Hoang tir Nabil, B truong Bo
Noi vu Ardp Xétt. Tién Ia mon qua ctia mot nha ty phii ngurdi Ardp Xént da tai trg cho vy tan cong,

Vi thé vi gido s tréo Ién nhitng bac thang ctia khu chung cur voi cam gide hoan toan hai long Hién ta vira gop plmn tién hanh mot trong nhimg hoat dong
cam tir quan trong va vinh quang nhét trong lich str Hoi gido lau doi. Con bay gio hén dang chuan bi c6 mdt cude séng moi & Arp Xélt, noi nhimg 161
giang day va niém tin ctia héin ¢ thé gitp truyén hira cho thé hé nhitng chién binh Hoi gido tiép theo. Chi thién dudng mdi ¢6 thé ngot ngio hon.

Hiin lén dén déu cu thang JAu ba va bude vé phia cénh cira ciin ho 3A. Khi nhét chia khéa vao 6, héin cam thiy diu ngdn tay hoi bj dién giat. Chia khéa
van md, va canh ctra n6 tung, Sau d6 han ching cam thay gi nita.

Cung thoi diém, trong mot khu dugc goi la Foggy Bottom (day swong mit) ¢ Washington, mot nguoi phu nir vira choang tinh khoi con ac mong. Con ac
mong toan nhiing hinh anh giéng nhau ¢6 nhin thiy mdi budi sang vao khoang tAmnay. M6t nit tiép vién bi cat 6. Mot hanh khach tré goi cude dién
thoai cubi cing. Canh turong that ring ron. C6 kin ngudi qua nhin dong hd trén ban ngi. Sau gid rudi. C6 cam didu khién tir xa chiia vao truyén hinh nhén
nit Bat. Oi Chia oi, khong, c6 tham nghii khi nhin thiy Dai thanh dudng dang bdc chay. Khong phai nd lai xay ra mot lan nira chir.

Chuong 7
Rome

Trong tuan tiép theo, Gabriel van & lai ciin hd an toan gin nha tho Trinita dei Monti. C6 nhimg lic, anh tudng chimg nhur chwra ¢6 vu khing bd nao dién
ra ca. Nhung khi anh ra ban cong, nhin mai vom Dai thanh duong ndm trén nc thanh phd bi tan pha va am den vi khoi lira, tyra nhur Chia troi, trong gidy
phit bat can hay khong dong ¥, da dua tay pha huy tc phdm ctia con minh. Gabriel, ngudi chuyén phyc ché, wdc ring day chi  mdt birc tranh - mot
birc v& lu ngy anh c6 thé khoi phuc bang mot chai du hat lanh va mot it miu.

Ton thét vé nguoi tang lén mbi ngdy. Pén cudi ngiy thr tur - Thir Tw Pen T6i, nhu nhitng td béo clia Rome goi - s6 lwong ngudi chét 1én dén 600. Dén
thir nam, con sO nay [a sau tramnammuou, va dén cudi tudn con s6 da vurot qua 700 ngudi thiét mang, Dal ta Karl Brunner - Ch1 huy trurong doi can vé
Thuy Si ctia Gido hoang namtrong s nhitng ngudi thiét mang. Luca Agelli ciing khong qua khoi, sau khi ¢& gianh giat cudc song ba ngiy trong tram x4
Gemelli trude khi bi ngung miy hd trg. ich than Gido hoang lim I rira i va & bén Angelli cho dén khi anh mit. Hoi dong Hong y chiu nit miét to Ion.
Bon Hong y ndm trong s6 ngudi thigt mang, cing tam Gidm muyc trong Hoi dong, va ba Dirc 6ng. Tang 1€ ctia ho durge cir hanh trong Dai thanh duong
cta Thanh John Lateran, béi vi hai ngay sau vu tan cong, doi ky sur két chu quoc t& két luan Pai thanh duong khong an toan. To bao 1on nhét nude Y,
La Republica, dura tin ny bang cach diing mot tAm hinh mai vom bi hur hai khd mot trang béo, dé tira bang mot chir duy nhit: HONG.

Chinh pht Israel khong c6 nhéan vién tham gia vao vu diéu tra, nhung Gabriel, nho mdi quan hé gin giii véi Gido hoang va Donati, nhanh chong biét nhiéu
thong tin v& vu tAn cong nhur bét cir nhan vién tinh béo ndo trén thé giéi. Anh thu thap phéan Ién thong tin tai ban &n ti ctia Gido hoang, noi anh ngdi mbi
i clng nhirng ngudi inh dao cude didu tra: Tudng Marchese ctia Lyre Iwong Carabinieri va Martino Bellano thude b phan an ninh Y. Pa phin ho tro
chuyén thoai méi trudc it Gabriel, con nhimg gi ho gidu giém thi Donati ndi lai cho anh nghe. Sau d6, Gabriel chuyén tiép cac thdng tin t6i dai 16 King
Saul. B6 chinh 14 li do tai sao Shamron khong vdi va giuc anh rdi Rome.

Trong vong 48 tiéng sau cude tAn cong, ngudi Y da nhan dién duoc tit ca nhimg nguoi tham gia. Vu bén tén Ira duoc thuc hién boi mot doi gom bén
tén. Tén tai xe xe tai c6 gbe Tunisia. Ba ngudi phong tén lira RPG-7 ¢6 quic tich Giodedan, va 14 cyu chién binh trong cudc ndi loan & Irdc. Tat ca bén
tén déu bi giét trong trén do sting vdi Lurc hrong Carabinieri vai gidly sau khi phong tén lira. Con vé ba tén dong gia im linh muc nguoi B, chi mt tén
thue su 3 ngudi Dirc, 1 sinh vién ki thuat & Hamburg, tén 13 Manfred Zeigler. Tén thir hai i ngudi Ha Lan dén tir Rotterdam, con tén thir ba 1 nguoi
Bi ndi tiéng Flemish dén tir Antwerp. Ca ba tén déu 1 nguoi cai dao sang Hoi gido, va déu da tham gia nhitg cudc biéu tinh chng M§ va chong Israel.
Gabriel, nic dit khong c6 chimg ct, nghi ngd bon ching déu do Gio su Ali Massoudi tuyén mo.



Sir dung video gidm sét mach déng va nhing 1 khai cac nhin chimg, nhitng ngudi c6 thim quyén & Y va Vatican c6 thé ti hién lai nhitng phut cudi
ctng ctia bon nd bom. Sau khi duge phép bude vao trong phong Tiép nhén, ca ba tén da di vé phong Ibrahim el Banna gin quang trurdng Piazza Santa
Maria. Khi roi phong, mbi tén mang theo mot chic cap tap 1on. Nhu Angelli nghi ngd, ca ba tén di qua Dai thanh dudng bang 16i vao phu. Ching xim
nhdp quang trudng Thanh Peter bang cach lot qua ctra Tur Thén. Canh ctra nay, khong gidéng nhur bdn canh ctra khac dan tir Dai thanh duong vao quang
trudng, déng I8 phai duoc khéa lai. Mai dén cudi tudn canh sat Vatican van chua biét ai d3 mo n6 ra.

Ba ngay sau vy khing bd, xac cua Ibrahim el-Banna duoc kéo ra khoi dbng d6 nat ciia cin hd chung cur trong Trastevere va dugc nhan dién. T6 chirc
dang sau hén ta van I mot tan s6. Ai 1 hoi Huynh dé Allah? Mot nhénh ctia ak- Qadea hay chi la tén goi khc cta t6 chirc nay? Ai da lap ké hoach va tai
tro' mdt hoat dong chi tiét nhur thé? Mot diéu c6 thé thiy 16 ngay lap tirc. Cudc tin cong vao vrong qudc Thién Chila gido da nhém lai ngon lira phong
trao tir vi dao khéip toan cau. Nhiéu I an mimg dudng phd cudng nhiét bing nd ¢ Tehran, Cairo, Beirut, va cac kinh thd thudc Palestine. Nhitng nha
phéan tich tinh bao tir Washington dén Luéin D6n va Tel Aviv ngay lp tirc nhén thiy hoat dong chiéu md dot ngdt gia ting

Thir tur tuén ké tiép, mot tudn sau vu tAn cong, Shamron qué,t dinh da dén ic Gabriel phéi vé nurdc. Khi anh dang thu don hanh Iy trong ciin hd an toan,
deén do dién thoai nhap nhay cho bit c6 cudc goi. Anh nhac ong nghe 1én va nghe giong ctia Donati.

“Dlrc Thanh Cha muén ndi riéng vai 1o véi anh”.

“Khi nao?”

“Trua nay trurde khi anh ra sén bay”.

“NGi vé viée gi?”

“Anh  thanh vién cia mpt cau lac b rét nhé, Gabriel Allon”.

“Cau lac by nao?”

“Danh cho nhing ngudi dam dat nhitng cau hoi nhur thé”,

“O du va khi n20?” Giong Gabriel mém mong hon.

Donati cung cp thong tin cho anh. Gabriel cip dién thoai va gbi ghém hanh i

Gabriel vrot qua mdt diém canh gac ctia Luc lwong Carabinieri r01 bang qua quang treong Thanh Peter trong anh chidu ta dang lui tit. Quang truong van
dong ctra d6i voi cong ching. D61 ngli giam dinh y khoa da hoan tat cong viée kinh khing cta ho, nhung hang rao md duc dung quanh ba dia diémnd
bom van con d6. Mot tam val‘dau t{ang 16n phit bén ngoai Pai thanh dudng, che gidu hur hai bén duéi hanh lang Ban Phudc. Trén tim vai ¢ hinh chim
bo cau va mit tir duy nhat: HOA BINH.

Gabriel di qua Vom Chuong va bude doc theo canh trai ctia Pai thanh dudng. Céc 16i vao bén hong bi khép kin va dung chudng ngai vat, canh sat
Vatican dimg gic ¢ mdi cong. Vatican c6 thé hinh dung ra chuyén g da xay ra chua - co the Gabriel nghi, cho dén khi ho nhin thay vomnha bi pha hy,
bay gio dang dugc chiéu sang boi hoang hon 6 mit trdi mau do tham. Gi4o hoang dang ngdi chd tai ngdi nha Nguoi Lam Viron. Ong ndng nhiét chao
don Gabriel va ho cting nhau di vé goc xa ctia Vatican. Mot ta can vé Thuy Stmiic thuong phuc di canh ho gitta nhiing cdy thong, nhimg chiée bong cua
ho d6 dai trén co.

“Luigi va ta vira yéu cau doi can vé Thuy ST giam bét s6 nguoi theo bao vé ta”, Gido hoang noi. “Hién tai van dé nay 1 khong thé thuong huong, Ho hoi
céang thang - vi nhitng li do cd thé hi€u dugc. K& tir vu tan cong Rome, bay gio moi lai co ddi trudng chét vi bao vé Gido hoang khoi nhitng cude tan
cong cuia ké thi”.

Ho buorc di trong yén king gidy lat. “Chéng 18 déy 14 sb phan clatau, Gabnel" Luo6n luon bi nhlrng ngum mang bd dam va sung vay quanh? Lamsao ta
¢6 thé tiép xtic v6i con chién ctia minh? Lam sao ta c6 thé an ti ngudi 5m va nhitng ngudi khén khd néu bi tach biét khoi ho boi mot doi quén bao ve?”

Gabriel khong biét phai dap lai nhu thé nao.

“Moi viée s& khong bao gio nhur cf, dung khong?”

“Khong, thira Dirc Thanh Cha. Con e ring khong”

“Ho ¢6 thuc su mudn giét ta khong?”

“Khong nghi ngd ginita”.

“Ho s& lam lai Jan nira cht?”

“M6t khi bon ching nhém dwoc muc tiéu, thurong bon ching s& khong dimg lai cho dén khi thanh cong. Nhung trong trrdng hop ndy, bon ching da giét

duoc bay trim nguoi hanh hirong, vai Hong y va Giammyce - chua ké chi huy di can vé Thuy Si. Ching ciing thanh cong trong viéc pha hong Pai thanh
duong. Theo y con, chiing s€ xem nhur minh wvira viét nén mit trang si”.



“Ching ¢6 thé khong thanh cong trong viée giét ta, nhung da thinh cong trong viéc bién ta thanh ti nhan Vatican”. Gio hoang dimg budc nhin méi vom
bi tan pha. “Chiec 1ong ctia ta khong con vang son nita. Phai mat ca thé ky dé xay dung nhung pha hily ching chi mat vai gidy”.

“N6 chura bi pha huy, thira Pirc Thanh Cha. Mai vom co thé khoi phuc lai”.

“Diéu ndy van can nghién ctru théni”, Gido hoang n6i voi vé budn ba khac i tinh cach thuong ngy. “Chura chéc cac k§ sw va kién tric sur da Bmduoc
viée nay. Co thé phai kéo sap xudng xay dyng lai tir dAu. Nhitng birc bich hoa bi hur hai nghiém trong dudi sirc ning ctia déng db nat. Khong dé ma

thay thé duor, vé vide nay thi cu 1o hon ai hét.

Gabriel liéc nhanh dong ho deo tay. Anh s& phai ra phi trdng trong it phit nita, néu khong s& 15 chuyén bay. Anh twr hoi sao Gido hoang lai mdi minh
dén day. Chac chan khong phai d€ ban cach xay dung lai Pai thanh duong, Ho dang di vé hudng thap thanh John, & gbc tdy nam Vatican.

“Chi c6 mot li do duy nht tai sao ta chuq chét’, Gido hoang ndi. “Dé la nh¢ ciu, Gabriel. Do dau budn va rdiren trong tudn qua, ta chua c6 co hdi cam
on cau thich dang. Bay gio ta dang lam diéu nay. Ta chi udc minh cé thé cdm on cadu mot cach cong khai”.

Vai tro ciia Gabriel trong vu viéc ndy duroc che chéin rt ki khoi gii truyén théng, Cho dén gio nay, mic dii rét khé khin, sy tham gia ctia Gabriel vin
con 1a mdt bi mat.

“Con chi wéc gia minh c6 thé kham phé ra Ibrahim el-Banna som hon”, Gabriel ndi. “L& ra d4 ctru duoc hang trim ngudi”

“Cau da lam moi thir nén lam”,

“C6 18 thé, thura Prrc Thanh Cha, nhung chura dir”.

Ho dén birc tuong Vatican. Gido hoang di Ién cac bac cua cau thang bang d4, va Gabriel yén ling theo sau ong. Ho dimg & gdc lan can nhin bao quat
Rome. Thanh pho dang Ién dén. Gabriel nhin qua vai thay doi can vé Thuy Sidang dimg lo fing dudi chin ho. Anh dua tay lam ctr chi tran an roi nhin
Giao hoang, nguroi dang ngam nhitng chiéc xe hoi chay doc Viale Vaticano.

“Luigi bdo ta cfu s& dugc théing chite khi vé Tel Aviv”. Birc Thénh Cha phai kén giong dé 4t tiéng xe ¢6. “CAu tu kiém duoc viée théing chirc iy, hay
day 1a tac pham ctia Shanmron?”

“Mot vai ngurdi bi bit phai nhén nhimg diéu 16n lao, thura Birc Théanh Cha”.
Giao hoang mim cuoi, nu cudi dau tién Gabriel thiy trén guong mét ong ké tir khi anh dén Rome. “Cho phép ta dua cau 101 khuyén nho nhé?”
Gabriel gt dau.

“Hay st dung quyen lrc ctia minh that khon ngoan. Mac du cau s& thay minh trong tinh hubng budc phai trimg phat ké thiy, hiy sir dung quyén hrc dé
theo dubi hoa binh bét ctr khi ndo. Hay tim kiém cong Iy, dimg tim kiém syr tra thir”.

Gabriel muén nh:.flc Gido hoang ring anh chi i nguoi phl;mg sur bi mat cho 6 qudc, con q}lyén quyét dinh vé chién tranh hay hoa binh ndm trong tay
nhirng ngudi nhieu quyen hre hon anh. Nhung thay vi the, anh dam bao véi Gido hoang rang minh s€ khic vao tim 101 khuyén ctia 6ng,

“Day khong phai cudc chién ctia ching toi - bay gior thi chura”.
“C6 diéu g d6 mach bao vdi ta ring ching bao Jau nira ddy s& 1 cudc chién ctia céc anh”.
Gio hoang nhin xe ¢d bén dudi véi vé thich thi dy tré con.

“Chinh ta ¢6 y tuéng dura hinh chim bd cu tring Ién birc vai che niit ngoai Pai thinh duong, Ta chic ciu s& nghi viée lim nay that ngy tho va khong ¢6
tac dung, Co I& cau ciing cho rang ta 1a nguoi ngdy tho™.

“Con s& ching mudn sdng trong thé gii mi khong c6 nhitg ngudi nhur Pire Théanh Cha”,
Liic niy Gabriel ¢6 tinh gio tay xem dong ho.

“May bay dang doi cau a?”. Gido hoang hoi.

“Vang, thua Dic Thanh Cha”.

“Di thdi”, dng noi. “Ta s& tién cau’”.

Gabriel bt dau bude xudng cau thang, nhung Gido hoang van dimg ¢ goc lan can. “Francesco Tiepolo goi ta sang nay tir Venice. Ong giri 10 chéo
cau”. Gido hoang quay ngurdi nhin Gabriel. “Chiara cling vay”.

Gabriel im ling,

“C Ay n6i mudn gip cau trude khi cau vé Israel. C6 Ay khong biét cau c6 thé ghé qua Venice trén chuyén bay vé& nude hay khong”. Gido hoang ndm



khuyu tay Gabriel, mim cuoi dat anh xudng cac bic thang, “Ta nhan ra minh rat it kinh nghiém khi dé cap dén nhitng vén dé ciia con tim, nhung khong
bict cau cd cho phép dng gia nay dua cau thém mdt 1oi khuyén nira?”

Ban dang doc truyén Nguoi Pua Tin dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhidu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chuwong 6
Churong 8
Venice

D6 13 mdt nha thd nho bang dat nung, dirgc xdy cho mdt gido xtr nghéo & mdt quén ctia Cannaregio. Con qua it dat dé xay dung mdt quang trudng dang
hoang cho nha thd, vi thé 16i vao chinh dn ngay ra con dudng San Giovanni Crisosmoto nhon nhip. Mot thoi Gabriel timg c6 chia khoa vao nha thd. Gio
day, anh vao day nhur mot du khéch binh thirdng, va dumg lai mot lat tai cong nha thds dé doi cho mét minh diéu chinh voi anh sang yéu 6t bén trong. Mot
1An gi6 mAt mang theo miii nén thom mon man trén ma anh. Anh nhé lai lan cui cing diit chan 1én nha tho. D6 chinh 3 dém Shamron dén bao anh da b
keé thi phat hién, va da dén Iic phai vé nha. S& khong con dau vét ciia ciu & ddy, Shamron da ndi. Moi viée s& gidng nhur cau chua bao gio ton tai.

Anh bang qua gian giita Am ciing t6i nha nguyén Thanh Jerome & canh bén phai ctia nha the. Birc hoa trang tri sau ban thé khut trong béng rim. Gabriel
thay mot dong xu vao méy cam tmg anh sang, va cac bong dén duoc bét Ién, chiéu sang kiét tac cudi cling ctia Giovanni Bellini. Anh dirmg mot lat, tay
d& cam, dau hon nghiéng sang mdt bén, ngim birc tranh trong 4nh sang day dii. Francesco Tiepolo d4 lam rét tt khi hoan tit tic pham cho anh. That ra
Gabriel khong thé phan biét chd ndo 1 nét v& ctia anh ngung lai va dugc bét dau boi Tiepolo. Ciing khong ¢6 gi déng ngac nhién, anh nghi. Ho déu hoc
viéc voinha phuc ché tranh vi dai nguoi Venice Umberto Conti.

May cam (g anh sang hét thoi gian, nhimg bong dén ty dong tht, day birc v& lui vao man dém. Gabriel quay trd lai phd di vé huéng ty bang qua
Cannaregio cho dén khi anh dén mdt cy cau sit, cdy cau duy nhit & Venice. Vao thoi Trung Co da timg c6 mdt canh cbng giita cau. Ban démmit
nguoi lish canh theo dao Thién Chiia s& dimg gic de nhirng ngudi bi giam cim dau bén kia khong thé chay thoat. Anh bang qua cau di vao doan dudng
nam dudi toa nha. Mot quang truong Ion mo ra cu01 i duong, quang truong Campo Del Ghetto Nuovo, trung tam khu nha ¢6 xua ctia nguoi Do Thai &
Venice. Hon nam ngin nguoi Do Thai da timg song & ddy. By gid noi ndy chi ¢6 nha ctia bbn trim dan Do Théi trong thanh phd, hiu hét I nhitng
ngudi I6n tudi sdng trong khu Cong ddng ngudi Do Thai & Venice.

Anh baing qua khu nha va dimg lai trurée s6 nha 2899. Mot tim béng béng dong c6 ghi dong chir CONG PONG NGUOT DO THAI O VENICE. Anh
nhan chubng va nhanh chéng quay lung lai v6i chiéc camera ¢ 10i vao. Sau mit lic yén ling mot giong phu ni¥ quen thude, phét ra trén by dam “Quay
ngudi la”, nang n6i. “Cho 61 thiy it anh”,

Anh ngdi cho tai chd nang chi, trén bang ghé gb trong goc khu phd tran ngap anh mt trdi, gin dai tuong niém nhirmg nguoi Do Théi ¢ Venice b tap
trung thang 12/1943 va bi glet chét & Auschwitz. Muoi phut trbi qua, sau do thém murdi phit niva. Cu01 ctng nang bude ra khoi van phong, thong tha
bang qua quang truong. Den cach anh miy bude chan, nang dimg lai tyra nhur khong dam bude dén gAn hon. Gabriel, van dang ng01, day kinh ram Ién
tran ngam nang trong anh néng diu dang ctia mia thu. Nang méc quan Jeans bac miu, bo sat cap dui thon tha va loe ra & dng, Chiéc a0 tring duoc cat
may 6m vao co thé, 16 16 nhirng duong cong. Mai toc ndu vang bat tri duoc gir lai bang soi ddy sa-tanh mau chocolate. Lan da 6 liu bong murot ma.
Gabriel nghi nang moi tré vé tir vimg ¢6 nhiéu 4nh nang Mt nang to gidng mat cta nhirng ngudi phirong Bong, va c6 mau keo caramel néu nhat diém
vang. Mau miét Ay luon thay ddi theo tAm trang, Lan cudi Gabriel nhin vao mét nang i e ching dang den sim lai vi gidn dit va rop bong nho mascara.
Nang khoanh tay trudc ngue day vé phong thit va hoi ring anh dang im cai quai gi & Venice.

“Chao Chiara. Trong em thét dé thuong”.

Lan gi6 nhe thoi vai soi toc vuong vao mat nang. Nang ly tay trai gat ra. Ban tay khong con chiéc nhén dinh hén Gabriel trao cho nita. Trén nhitng ngdn
tay gio ddy I nhirg chiéc nhén khac, con trén cd tay nang I mot chiéc dong hd vang, Gabriel tur hoi phéi chiing ching 14 qua ciia mdt ngudi nao do.

“Em khong nghe tin tirc gi ctia anh ké tir khi emroi Jerusalem”, Chiara n6i bang giong déu déu ma nang ludn ¢d y sir dung mdi khi mudn ché ngy cam
xtc. “Pa nhicu thang roi. Bay gio anh xuat hién ¢ day ma khong hé bao trude, va anh mong chd em dang rong hai tay va mim cudi dén anh sao?”’

“Khong bao truéc? Anh dén déy vi em yéu cau anh dén’”.
“Em? Anh dang ndi c4i quai gi thé?”

Gabriel nhin séu vao miit ning. Anh c6 thé thiy nang khong noi doi. “Tha i cho anh”, anh noi. “Hinh nhur anh bi dwa dén ddy do vai ngui 6 tinh sép
xép”.

Nang Iy tay nghich dAu khan choang cd, rd ring rt thich thi khi thiy anh khong thoai mai. “Vai ngudi vao?”

Donati va Tiepolio, Gabriel thim nghi. C6 thé ca Giéo hoang nita. Anh dot ngdt dimg dy. “Chuyén &y khong quan trong”, anh n6i. “Anh xin I5i, Chiara.
Rat vui dugc ggp lai emd
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Anh quay nguoi dom chén bude di, nhung nang giit canh tay anh lai.

“Cho da”, nang ndi. “Anh ¢ lai vai hom di”.

“Emsé cu xir lich syr chir?”

“Phép lich sy 1a danh cho nhitng cgip ly di nhung da c6 con vdi nhau”.

Gabriel ngdi xudng lai, nhung Chiara van dimg. Mot nguoi dan 6ng deo kinh den da ram nang vira ra khoi doan duong dudi toa nha. Anh ta nhin Chiara
day ngudng md, sau d6 bang qua khu nha rdi bién rmt sau chiéc cau dan t6i giao duong cb ciia dan Do Thai & chdu u & cudi phia khu nam Do Thai,
Chiara dai theo nguoi dan 6ng, sau d6 nghiéng dau ngim k§ vé bé ngoai ctia Gabriel

“C6 ai ndi voi anh 1A trong anh giéng ngudi d ciru mang Ptrc Gido hoang chua?”’

“Anh ta i ngudi Y, Gabriel dap. “Emkhéng doc tin vé anh ta trén bao a?”

Nang phot 0. “Khi xem doan quay phim trén truyén hinh, em nghit minh dang gip 4o gidc. Embiét nguoi d6 1 anh. Bém hom Ay, sau khi moi chuyén
lang xuong, em kiém tra véi Rome. Shimon bao anh da dén Vatican”.

Mot chuyér} dong dot ngdt trong khu nha khién nang quay dau. Nang nhin nguoi dan 6ng ¢6 b rau dién} bac doi mil phot di nhanh vé phia 16i VA0 trung
tam cong dong. D6 chinh 14 cha nang, gido sy Do Thai chinh ¢ Venice. Nang nhac miii ung phi 1én chuyén trong tam vé got. Gabriel biet tw the nay rat
10. Dicu nay nghia 1a sap c6 su khi€u khich.

“Tai sao anh dén ddy, Gabriel Allon?”

“C6 ngudi bao emmudn gap anh”,

“Thé nén anh t6i. Chi thé thi sa0?”

“Chi nhur thé”,

Khoe mbi nang nhéch én né thanh nu curdi.

“Chuyén gi khién em vui thé?””. Anh hoi.

“Toi nghiép Gabriel. Anh van con yéu em, ding khong?”

“Hoi trude anh timng nhur thé”.

“Nhung khong yéu di1 dé cudi em?”

“Ching ta ¢6 thé tranh ci chuyén ndy & chd riéng tw hon khong?”

“Bay gid chura duge. Em can phai tréng coi vin phong, Cong viée kia 1 ciia eni”, nang nhai lai giong Gabriel ngay trude.

“Cho anh giri 161 chao Gido s Zolli”.

“Em khong nghi ddy 12 y kién hay d4u. Gido sy Zolli vin con dang rét gian dit voi anh”.

Nang moc chia khoa trong tii o ra thay cho Gabriel. Anh nhin chiéc chia khéa mot ic. Tham chi sau nhiéu thing chia tay, Gabriel van khong hinh dung
duoc Chiara song mot minh nhur the nao.

“N6i lubn dé anh khoi thic méc, em sdng & d6 mdt minh. Thire ra anh ciing khong ¢6 quyén duoc biét, nhung sur thit 1 thé. Anh cir nghi ngoi thoai méi.
Trong anh pho phac qua”.

“Ngay hom nay chiing ta toan danh cho nhau nhiing 16i khen”. Anh nhét chia khéa vao tii. “Bia chi i gi?””

“Anh biét khong, so voi mdt gian diép, anh néi doi rat do”.

“Em dang néi vé chuyén gj thé?”

“Anh biét dia chi ctia em, Gabriel. Anh c6 dia chi tir o chirc, noi m anh Ky sb dién thoai ctia em”

Nang ci ngudi dit mot nu hon 1én mé anh. Khi toc ning xda xubng mit Gabriel, anh nhim mit lai hit sdu mii huwong vani ngot ngo.

Toa nha ctia nang ndm & bén kia dai kénh dao ¢ Santa Croce trong mot khu dat nho duoc bao kin va chi duy nhét mot con fiu(‘)ng dé ra vao. Gabriel co
cam giac duge quay trd lai qua khir khi bude vao can hg cuia Chiara. Phong khach nhur the chi duge trang hoang bang vo s6 cac buc anh. Tap chi va



céc 10 bao cii ciing duoc sip xép mdt cach gon gang day tinh ngh¢ thuat. Anh budc dén ban phong khach nhin nhitng bire anh dong khung: Chiara chyp
v6i cha me; Chiara chyp cling anh trai dang song ¢ Padua; Chiara chup cuing ngudi ban trén bai bién Galilee. Chinh trong chuyén di nay, khi m6i hai muroi
lam tudi nang lot vao tAm ngim ctia mdt ngudi chiéu md nhén tai ctia Van phong, Sau théng troi qua, sau khi dugc huin luyén va danh gia, ngudi ta giri
tra nang vé chau u lam bat leyha, nit nhin vién thap tting, Khong c¢6 birc anh nao Chiara chyp ctng Gabriel, vi ho chura bao gio chyp anh véi nhau
Gabriel dén bén ctra sb, nhin ra ngoai. Bén dudi ba muroi bo, dong Rio del Megio vdi lan nurée xanh ngat lap lanh hrdi biéng chay qua. Day phoi dd cing
ngang sang ddy nha dbi dién. Quén 4o phoi xién xeo trén ddy, va & dau bén kia mot phu it 16n tubi ngdi bén ctra sé mo tay dat Ién khung, Ba c6 vé

ngac nhién khi nhin thdy Gabriel. Anh gio chia khoa 1én bao minh 1 ban Chiara, vira tir Milan dén.

Anh ha man cira va di vao bép. Trong bonrira hung chén stta va vun banh mi nuéng. Chiara von gon ging trong moi viéc, nhung nang lai luén dé chén
bat an sang trong bon cho dén cudi ngay. Gabriel rat buc minh vé chuyén ndy, anh ctr d€ nguyén chén dia khong rira va di vao phong ngu clia nang,

Anh quang tdi kn chiéc giwong chura trai, va vao phong tim bat voi hoa sen, sau khi cudng lai mong mudn Iy loi ti quan 40 va ngin kéo. Anh mo ti
thgéc tim hudi lam, IIl,I"(’)’C hoa, hay bat ctt bang chl'rng nao khac vé su hién dién CI:Ja dan 6ng, Cg') hai thir anh c}lua bao gio tlﬁy. Thudc ngh va thude an
than. Anh tra chiing vé dung vi tri cii. Chiara ciing giong nhu Gabriel d3 duoc huan luyén dé biét cach uru y dén nhitng thay d6i nho nhat nhat.

Anh c6i d6 quing virong vai trén dudng di, sau do dimg tAm rat Jau dudi voi hoa sen. TAm xong, anh quén khin quanh eo di vio phong ngu. Chiéc chan
16ng vit con virong mii co thé Chiara. Khi nga dau Ién gdi ctia Chiara, chudng Santa Croce diém béo giita trura. Anh nhim néit di vao gidc ngi sau
khong mong mi.

Gabriel thirc day budi chiéu ta vi nghe giéng chia khéa tra vo 6, theo sau 14 tiéng gidy ctia Chiara trén 16i vao. Nang khong can thong bao minh da vé.
Nang biét anh ludn tinh déy khi nghe tiéng dong hay tiéng di chuyén nhe nhat. Khi vao phong ngt, nang hat khe kh€, mot bai nhac pop Y ngd ngan ma
nang biét anh rat ghét.

Chiara ngdi ghé vao mép giwomg, di gin dé ca eo vao dii Gabriel Anhmo it nhin ndng c6i gidy va quin jeans. Nang 4n long ban tay vao ngie anh.
Khi anh g& dai ruy bang ra khoi toc, nhitng lon téc ndu vang xoa xuong miat va vai nang, Chiara lap lai cau héi da ddt cho anh khi ¢ khu nha ctia nguoi
Do Thai: Tai sao anh dén day, Gabriel Allon?

“Anh tir hoi khong biét chiing ta ¢6 thé thir lai 1in niva hay khong”, Gabriel dép.

“Emkhong can thir. Emda thir mot an, va rét thich”,

Anh théo chiéc khin choang khoi ¢b nang va chim cham coi timg nit 40. Chiara cti xudng hon anh. Giéng nhu nu hon ciia Brc me Alba trong tranh
Raphaet.

“Néu anh 1am t6n thurong em mdt lan nita, em s& ghét anh méi méi”.

“Anh s& khong lam em ton thirong”

“Em ctr mo thiy anh méf”.

“Gidc mo dep a?”

“Khong”, nang dap. “Em toan mo thiy cai chét ciia anh”.

Déu vét duy nhat chimg t6 sy hién dién cuia Gabriel trong can nha la tap v& phéc hoa. Anh lat sang trang m6i va ngim Chiara bang con mét chuyén
nghiép. Nang dang ngoi cudi ghé sb pha, d6i chan dai gap lai bén dudi ngudi va co thé choang trong miéng trai giwrong bang lya. Khudn mét nang hudéng
vé phia cira s va sang Ién boi anh chidu ta. Gabriel nhe nhdm khi thiy nhitng nép nhén dau tién xung quanh it Chiara. Anh uon s¢ nang qué tré so Vi
anh va mdt ngdy ndo do, khi anh gia, nang s& bo anh theo ngudi khéc. Anh chinh tAm vai giwong dé 16 bo nguc ctia nang. Nang nhin anh gidy lit, sau do
nham it lai.

“Anh giip may khi em van con & day ddy”, nang néi. “Nho dau em da di lam nhiém vu & noi khéc rdi thi sao”.

Nang 1 mdt ngudi hay noi. Tir Au Gabriel da biéta khong thé yéu cau nang im king khi ngdi m méu cho anh v&.

“Sau phi vu & Thuy Si, em d ngimg kim viée rd1”.

“Sao anh biét vé vu d6?”

Gabriel nhin nang bi hiém qua tap v& phéc thao va yéu cau nang khong dugc ctr dong

“Thong tin nhu vay I trén mire g@fm thif:t. Xem chirng anh c6 thé budc vao T6 chirc bt cir lic ndo anh thich va tim hiéu xememdang Am gi”. Nang dom
quay dau, Gabriel lién ngin lai bang tiéng suyt suyt. “Nhung em cling khong ngac nhién. Ho da giao cho anh chitc Giam doc chua?’

“Chirc Giam d6¢ n20?”” Gabriel ¢6 tinh khong hiéu.

“Lurc hwong Déc nhiém”



Gabriel thii thét ring vi tri 46 d& duoc d& nghi va chap nhan,

“Nhur vy by gios anh i sép ctia em”, ning trd tay ra cira. “Em cho ring chiing ta vira vi phamnira ta sic Iénh ctia Van phong v& mbi quan hé giita can

b6 cao cAp va nhn vién”.
“C6 18, Gabriel ddng y. “Nhung anh vAn chura chinh thirc nham chirc”.

“0, cam on Chiia. Emkhong muon Gidm ddc Gabriel gip nhiéu ric rdi vi doi song tinh dyc ctia minh. Ching ta con duge huong thy co the ctia nhau bao
Jau nita trude khi gip rac r6i voi phong Nhan su?”

“Bao lau tlty thich. Mién I chiing ta phai bao c4o voi ho vao mdt liic ndo d6”,

“Thé con Chia thi sao, Gabriel? Lan nay anh s& thong bao v6i Chiia nhur thé ndo?”. Can phong bdng roi tm vao thinh king, chi con tiéng but v& soat
soat trén gidy. Nang doi chii dé. “Anh biét bao nhi€u thong tin vé vy em lam & Thuy Si?”’

“Anh biét em di Zermatt dé quyén rii mot tay budn ban vii khi ngudi Thuy St sdp sira ky hop dong voi mot ddi twrong gy bt loi cho ching ta. Van
phong dai 16 King Saul muon bit khi ndo chuyén hang va chuyén di dau”.

Saumdt hdi im king, anh hoi nang da ngi voi gi ngudi Thuy Sichua.

“Su viéc khong pbéi nhu anh nghit déu' Em thyce hién nhi€m vy cting mdt nhan Vié’n khac. Bm chi lam nhiém vu cdm chén tén ban vii khi lai quan bar trong
khi tay nhan vién ay dot nhap phong han luc loi may tinh. Thém nita, anh cling biét bat leveyha khong phéi 2 quan h¢ tinh duc. Ching ta thué nhiing
ngurdi chuyén nghiép lim viée nay”

“Khong phai lic nao cling vay”.

“Em khong bao gis doi xi v6i thén thé minh nhur thé duoc. Em b ¢6 ghi ngoan dao”. Chiara cudi tinh nghich. “Vu d6 bon em da thanh cong. Chiée
thuyen bi dam mot cach bi an gan bai bién Crete. Vii khi bay gio dang nam duéi day dai duwong”.

“Anh biét”, Gabriel dap. “Em nhim ¥t lai di”.

“Anh thir bit em xent”, nang néi rdi im theo didu Gabriel yéu cu. “Anh khong hoi xem em c6 & cing v6i ai khac sau khi ching ta chia tay khong 4?7
“Piéu Ay cha lién quan gi dén anh”.

“Nhung chéc anh s& to md mudn biét. Em ¢6 thé hinh dung anh 3m gi véi ciin hd ctia em sau khi bude chin qua cira”.

“Néu y em mudn ndi i anh luc loi d6 dac ctia em, thi xin thura, anh khong

“O, thdi nao”.

“Tai sa0 em mat ngi?”

“Anh that sy mudn em tra 1i cau hoi nay u?”’

Anh khong dap lai.

“Chang ai khéc ca, Gabriel, nhung anh biét didu 4y, diing khong? Bat khé thi?”. Nang nhin anh, cudi cay déng. “Ho khong may may dé cap khi goi
ching ta tham gia cau lac bo dac biét nay. Ho khong hé nhéic dén kha néng phai doi trd méii i, hay sw canh gidc voi nhirng nguoi khong phai la thanh
vién. Phéi chang d6 12 li do duy nhat khién anh yéu em, Gabriel? Bdi vi em cung thudc Van phong?”

“Anh thich mon fetuccini va nm ctia em. Em ndu fetuccini va ndm ngon nhét Venice”.

“Thé con anh thi sa0? Anh ¢6 chung dung véi ngudi phu nit ndo khéac khi ving mét em khong?”

“Anh danh hét thoi gian cho mbt birc v& rit Ion”.

““A, phéi, em quén mét ni dau budn ctia anh. Anh khong thé am tinh voi mdt phy it khi 6 ta khong biét anh giét ngudi vi dét mrée. Bm chitc anh ¢6 thé
tim ngurdi phit hop néu anh that sy muon. Moi phu nit trong Véan phong déu thém muon anh”.

“Emnéi nhiéu qua. Anh s& khong thé v& xong néu em ctr n6i luon nhur thé”.
“Emdoi. Anh khong nén nhéic dén thirc an. Nhan tién, Leah thé ndo ri?”

Gabriel dimg bit v& trimg mit nhin Chiara qua ban phéc thao, twa nhur mu6n bao nang anh khong thich néi vé hai chi dé lién nhau khong méy d& chiu a
thirc dn va vo anh.

“Bm xin 167”, Chiara néi. “Chi ay nhu theé nao r6i?”’



Gabriel n6i Leah van khoe, va ké ring mdt tuin anh lai xe dén bénh vién tim thén trén niti Herzl hai hogc ba lan tham c6. Nhung khi ké nhitng diéu nay,
tri 6¢ anhﬂlai quay vé noi khac: trén mt con duc‘mg nho ¢ Vién cach Judenplatz k}léng xa; mOt vu nd bom xe hoi d gict con trai anh va lyc dﬁy da tan
phé co thé cling nhu cu6p di tri nhé cta Leah. Sudt murdi ba ndmcd yén ling. Gan ddy, tai khu virdn bénh vién, ¢ da hoi anh ctng cau hoi giong
Chiara. “Anh ¢ ngudi phu nit nao khac khi em mét tri nhé khong”. Anh da trd 101 ¢6 that long,

“Anh c6 yéu cd gai nay khong, Gabriel?”

“Anh yéu c6 4y, nhung anh da bo ¢6 Ay vi eni”,

“Tai sao anh phéi lim diéu do, anh yéu? Nhin em ndy. Em khong con gi ca. Khong con gi ngoai ky nién”.

Chiara chim vao im lang, Anh sang trén khu6n mat nang dang nhat dan, chuyér} tir miu do6 san ho sang xam Ngudi phu nit to béo lai xudt hién bén cira
s0 doi dién bat dau kéo quén ao phoi ¢ ngoai vao. Chiara kéo miéng vai Ién cd.

“Emlam gi vay?”
“Em khong mudn ba Lorenzetto thiy em khoa than”.
Gabriel dé lai mdt nét v& trén nguc nang khi dén kéo tm vai xubng vi trf cii.

“Em nghi minh phai quay trd lai Jerusalem, trir phi anh ndi v6i Shamron anh khong thé dam dwong Lurc lwong Pac nhigm, vi anh phai quay tré lai
Venice”.

“Viéc nay c6 vé thu vi day”.

“Tha vi, nhung khong thé Anh i mbt ngudi linh trung thanh, Gabriel. Anh ludn im diéu duoc ra Iénh. Trude ddy luon 1 thé”. Nang lau vét den cia cay
co V& trén nguc. “It nhat em khong phai trang tri lai can ho”.

Mit Gabriel vin nhin xuéng ban v&. Chiara quan sat biéu hién ctia anh, sau d6 cét tiéng hoi. “Gabriel, anh d lim gi ciin hd ctia ching ta?”
“Anh ciiing cin mbt noi am viée chir”,

“Vay anh chi di chuyén vai thir thoi a2

“Em biét khong, anh dang doi ngiu”.

“Gabriel Allon, con gi trong can hd khong?”

“T6i nay troi &m ap”, anh néi. “Ching ta don thuyén dén Murano 3n mon ca di’”,
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Churong 9
Jerusalem

Gabriel tr lai phd Narkiss vao Iic tam gior tdi ngay hom sau. Xe hoi ctia Sharmron dau ¢ khiic quanh va Rami, vé s ctia 6ng, dang dumg géc trén via hé
bén ngoai toa nha so 16. Khi Ién lau, Gabriel thay tat ca cac dén déu bat con Shamron dang udng ca phé tai ban bep.

“Sao 6ng lai vao trong nha dugc?”

“Néu nhu cau da quén thi téi xin nhéic, noi nay timng i cin ho an toan ctia Van phong, Toi c6 chia khoa tai bd phan Quén Iy nha &7,
“Ding viy, nhung mia hé vira rdi toi da thay khoa™.

“Thé 427

“T6i nghii minh s& phai thay khoa mot an nixa”.
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“Picudo 1 vo ich”.

Gabriel dé}f cira sb m dé khéi thudc trong phong thoat ra. Sau du miu thube 14 gibng nhur sdu vién dan da bén ndm hung tung trén mot trong nhimg
chiéc dia dé tach. Picu nay chirng t6 Shamron da & day duoc mot lic.

“Venice thé nao?”. Shamron hoi.

A 99

“Venice rét xinh dep, nhung Jan sau néu c6 dot nhdp vao can ho cia t6i, im on dimg hit thudce”. Gabriel cam chiée dia Ién va d6 méau thude vao sot rac.
“Chuyén gi nghiém trong dén mirc khong chor durgc t6i sang mai vay?”

“Thém mdt duong dan dén vy tin cng Vatican”.

Gabriel ngude 1én nhin Shamron. “Pudng nao?”

“Tbrahim el Banna”.

“Tén gido sy ngudi Ai Cap? Toi khong ngac nhién vé dicu nay”.

Gabriel ngdi xudng ban.

“Hai dém trude, truong tram Cairo cia ching ta da bi mit gap mot trong nhirng nguon tin hang dau trong chinh phi Mubarat ctia Ai Cap. Duong nhu
Gi4o sur Ibrahim el-Banna timg c6 thanh tich va c6 mdi quan hé kha bén chét trong quan doi trrde khi hin dén Vatican. Anh trai han 1 thanh vién hoi

Huynh dé Hoi gido va 1 nguoi than véi Ayman al- Zawahiri, nhan vt quan trong thir hai trong al-Qaeda. Han ¢ ngudi chau dén Irdc chién dau chdng
My va bi giet trong vu phong thi thanh Fallujah. Hién tai béng giang dao cua hin dang dugc nhitng tén Hoi gido hiéu chien Ai Cép héo hirc don nghe”.

“Tiéc I nguoi ban & Mubarat khong n6i cho Vatican sy thét v& el-Banna. By trim nguoi dang I& da duoc ctru song, va Dai thénh dudng da khong b
ling mot 16”.

“Nguoi Ai Cap biét diéu khac vé Gido s el-Banna”, Shanron n6i tiép. “Trong nhitng n&m 80 va 90 khi vin dé trao lwu chinh thbng Hoi gido dang bing
16 ¢ Ai Cap, Gido su el-Banna nhin tién it va sy chi dao thudng xuyén tir mit nguoi Ardp Xéit dudi bt nhan vién t6 chirc Ctru trg Hoi gido, mot
trong nhitng t6 chirc tir thién chinh & Ardp Xéut. Ga nay tyr xung la Khalil, nhung tinh bao Ai Cép biét tén that ciia hin a: Ahmed bin Shafiq. Piéu li tha
hon chinh i thong tin v& nghé nghiép ctia Shafiq vao lic d6™.

“Han ta lam cho GID”, Gabriel noi.

“Chinh xac”.

GID, hay Tong cuc Tinh bdo, 14 tén ctia co quan tinh bao Ardp Xéut.

“Ching ta biét gi vé hin?”

“Cho dén céch ddy bon néim, bin Shafiq 1 truéng nhom tinh bao GID ¢6 bi danh 205, chiu tréach nhiém thiét Iip va duy tri lién két gitra Ardp Xéit va
nhom chién binh Hoi gido quanh Trung Pong. Ai Cép 1a uu tién hang dau ctia nhom 205, cling voi Afghanistan”.

“Y ngliia ctia con s6 i g?”

“D6 Ia s6 may phu vin phong ctia bin Shafiq tai Tong hanh dinh GID”.

“Chuyén gi xiy ra bon nam tru6e?”

“Bin Shafiq va tay chén chuyén cung cAp vt chit va tién bac cho bon khiing bo Hamas va Hoi gido Jihad (Cam tir quin). Mot tay cung cép tin ngudi
Palestine cho ching ta biet vé hoat dong nay, va da canh bao nguoi My. Tong thong My dua bang chimg ctia ching ta cho nha vua dong thoi gy sirc ép
bat ong ta ngimg hoat dong ctia nhom 205. Chuyén ndy xay ra sau thang sau vu 11/9, va nha vua khong con cach nao khac ngoai viéc nhan nhuong
Tong thong, Piéu nay lam bin Shafiq va nhiing ké khac that vong. Nhom 205 bi x0a s6, con bin Shafiq bi dudi c6 ra khoi GID™.

“Thé hén ta c6 chay sang phia bén kia duong khong?”

“Y cau mubn hoi | héin ta ¢6 trd thinh khing b khong? Cau tré 1oi B, chiing ta khong biét. Diéu ching ta biét k sur hiéu chién ctia Hoi gido hiéu chién
nam trong mau han. Cha han 1a chi huy ctia Ikhwan, mdt phong trao Hoi gido do Ibn Saud dung nén vao dau thé ky 19 ¢ Najd”™.

Gabriel biét 16 vé& Ikhwan. Xét vé nhiéu mit, d6 chinh 13 hinh méu va tién than ctia cac nhém quan s Hoi gido ngay nay.
“Bin Shafiq con hoat dong & dau nira khi hén lnh dao nhom 2052
“Afghanistan, Pakistan, Giodcdan, Libang, Algeria. Chung ta con nghi ngd chiing ¢é mit & ca Bo Tay”.

‘Nhur vily ¢6 thé chiing ta dang doi miit voi ngurdi o modi lién hé tir a-Qaeda cho dén Hamas va hoi Huynh d¢ Hoi gido ctia Ai Cap. Bin Shafiq B mot
bac thay khting bo, nén néu han chuyén qua phia bén kia, hin s& tao ra mdt vien canh day ac mong”.



“Ching ta cling tim thiy mdt mau thong tin 1y tht trong hd s0”, Sharmron ndi. “Khoéng hai niim truée ching ta nhn duge béo cdo vé mit ngudi Arép
Xént thirong ling suc tat ca cac doanh trai ¢ Libang dé tim nhitng chién binh dan day kinh nghiém Theo nhur cac ban bao cao, gi nguoi Ardp Xéut nay
tu xung 3 Khalil”.

“Cting tén bin Shafiq ding ¢ Cairo™.

“Khong may I ching ta khong theo dudi vu nay. Noi thit ra, néu ching ta truy ling timg t€n Ardp X&at dugc cap tién dé tao doi quan nhim tién hanh nd
bom cam tir, chiing ta s& khong thu diroc nhidu két qua. Ai gap that bai ciing phai biét rat kinh nghiém chir”.

“Ching ta c¢6 thém bao nhiéu théng tin vé bin Shafiq?”

“Mot it thong tin hiém hoi, t6i e | nhur vay”.

“Con anh thi sao?”

Shanron Fic dau. “Nhur cau biét, hén ta hoi mat tir nhién khi dimg trude dng kinh, nén héin ta ching bao o chup anh ca”.

“Ching ta can chia s¢ thong tin, Ari. Nguoi Y can phai biét ring Arap Xéiit ¢6 thé dinh liu dén cac vu viée. Ngudi My ciing vay”.

“T6i hiéu’”, giong Shanron nghe amdam. 'Y nghi phai chia sé mau thong tin tinh bao kho kiém Ia diéu rét khé chiu d6i voi ong, diic biét khi khong thu
duoc loi. “Phai co qua c6 lai”, dng noi. “Do6 moi chinh 1 phuong cham, 12 tin dicu ctia ching ta. Ching ta ty minh lam moi viée, khong nho nguoi khac
giip dd, cling khong giip d& ngudi khac gidi quyet nhitng chuyéni do ho tu tao ra™.

“Thé gi¢i da thay doi, Ari”.

“C6 e déy khong phai k thé gidi danh cho toi. Khi ching ta dang dénh nhau v6i PLO hay t6 chirc Théng Chin Ben, Itc d6 chi moi don thuan fa hoat
dong vét Iy hoc theo dinh luat Niu-ton. Banh & day, don & kia, theo di, ]ang nghe, nhdn dang cac thanh vién, tiéu diét linh dao cta bon ching. Bay gio
ching ta dang danh nhau v&i mjt phong trao - can bénh ung thur da di can dén tit ca nhitng co quan 61 quan trong trong co thé. Viéc ndy gidng nhur da
trang xe cat vdy. Nhitng luat I¢ cii khong phix hop nita. Ddi chac thi khong, Mac dii vy, t6i c6 thé ndi véi cu mot diu. Viée ndy s& khong subn sé &
Washington. Ngudi Ardp Xéit co nhiéu ban bé & d6”.

“Tién s& giai quyét moi su”’, Gabriel tra 1o, “Nhung ngudi My cn biét sy tht vé dng minh 6t nhét ciia ho trong thé giéi Arap”.

“Ho biét syr that. Ho chi khong mudn dbi dién voi sy that do. My biét réng Arap Xéut la nguén nuée, 1A noi wom mim cho khing bd Hoi gido, ring
ngudi Ardp Xéut gieo hat giong, tudi bang tién ban dau, va bo phin bon bang cach tuyén tuyen sur cam ghdt ctia chu nghia Wahhabi. Ngwdi My duong
nhu bang 1ong vai viée ndy, tira hd hoat dong khiing b6 do ngudi Ardp Xeut t6 chirc chi 1 phan phu thu nho trén mdi thing dau. Piéu ho khong hiéu
chii nghiia khiing bé s& khong bao ity bi danh bai néu khong truy tin gbe: Riyadh va nha al-Saud”,

“Vi vly chiing ta cang c6 thém Ii do dé chia sé tin tinh bao lién két GID va nha al-Saud véi vu tin cong Vatican”.

“T6i rat vui khi cau nghil nhur thé, vi cau da duoc ctr dén Washington cho ho biét nhitng thong tin ching ta thu thap dugc”.

“Khi nao t6i Ién duong?”

“Séang mai”.

Shanron nhin dong hd va hoi ln thir hai vé chuyén di ctia Gabriel dén Venice.

“T6i bi gat dén d6”, Gabriel n6i. “Nhung t6i rat vui vi minh da di”.

“Ai gat cau?”

Gabriel néi véi 6ng. Nu cudi trén gurong niit Shamron kim anh théc niic khong biét ong ¢6 dinh liu vio chuyén ndy khong.

“Co Ay s& dén day chir?”

“Ching t6i moi & bén nhau mdt ngiy”, Gabriel n6i. “Chiing toi dau thé c6 ké hoach gi dugc”.

“T6i khong chéic minh tin nhimng diéu cu n6i”, Shamron ndi mdt céch than trong, “Di nhién cau khong thé nghil dén chuyén quay lai Venice. Cau da quén
minh c6 trach nhiém véi Luc ugng Pac nhiém sao?”

“Khong, t6i khong quén”
“Nhan tién, ciu s& duoc bd nhiém chinh thirc sau khi trdy vé tix ‘Washington”.

“T6i dang dém timg gio”.



Shamron nhin quanh cin hd. “Cau ¢6 thi nhan v6i Chiara 1 cau da dua hét d6 dac ctia ¢6 dy cho nguoi khac chura?”
“Co Ay biét toi da thay di mdt vai chd cho phit hop voi phong v&”,

“C Ay khong vui dau’”, Sharmron noi. “Toi s& tra bt ctr gid ndo dé dwoc nhin thdy gwong mit cia ¢6 Ay khi bude vao ddy va nhén ra sy thay dbi ciia
cén phong’”.

Shanron ¢ lai thém mdt tleng dé hoi Gabriel chi tiét vu tAn cong & Vatican. Vao fic 9 gior 15 phit, Gabriel dwa ong ra xe hoi va dimg ngoai pho mot luc
nhin dén dudi xe bién mit sau khic quanh. Anh quay kn lau, don dep nha bép rdi vao phong ngi. Negay lic do, cian hd rung chuyen vimbt vu o on.
Glong nhu moi nguoi dan Israel, anh rat thao viéc doan s6 ngudi thurong vong trong cac vu danh bom tyr sat bang cach dém tiéng coi xe cap ctru. Cang
nhiéu xe cap clry, cang nhiéu ngudi chét va b thurong. Anh nghe mot tiéng xe duy nhét, sau do tiéng thir hai, rdi tiéng thir ba. Khong Ion Eim, anh nghi.
Anh bat truyén hmh Ién chd doi ban tin thong bao dau tién, nhung sau vu nd bom 15 phiit van khong cé ban tin nao duoc phat di. Buc minh, anh nhac
dién thoai quay so xe hoi Shamron. Khong c6 tin hiéu tra 1oi.
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PHAN 2: CON GAI BAC ST GACHET

Chuong 10

Ein Kerem, Jerusalem

Cudc doi Gilah Shanron I mbt chudi nhitng ngaty ciu nguyén trong cing théng. Ba da chiu dung tir nhitng nhiém vy bi mét, nhitg ving dat nguy hiém,
chién tranh va khiing bo cho dén cac cudc khiing hoang va nhitng cudc hop Noi cac hau nhur khong bao gio ket thic trurde mra dém. Ba ludn sg ké thi
cti cia Shamron dot ngdt nhéy ra tra thi. Ba ludn biét mot ngay nao d6 minh s€ nhan duoc tin chong bi thuong nang, thdm chi la chet vi sy tra thu nay.
Gabriel théy ba ngf")i binh tinh trong phbng,: cho riépg o th11 chamsdc dac biét cua trung tim'Y té Hadassqh Qlﬁéc 40 khoac chéng bom déc’ biét cua
Sharron ném trén long ba, va ba dang than tho cam cho rach tai nge phéi ma Shamron chwra bao gior thiy can phai sira lai. Gabriel luon thay nét cia
Golda Meir trong anh nhin bu6n ba va méi toc xam hoang dai cua Gilah. Anh khong the nhin Gilah mi khong nhé lai ngay Golda gin huy chuong vao
nguc 4o bi mit ctia anh, nurde mat lung trong, va cdm on anh da tra thi cho murdi mdt nguoi Israel bi gict & Munich.

“Chuyén gi xay ra vay, Gabriel? Lam sao chiing tim durgc Ari ngay giita Jerusalem?”’

“C6 & ong Ay da bj theo doi trong m)t khoding thoi gian khé dai. Khi roi ciin h cia toi t0i hom o, dng béo réng s& quay lai van phong Thi twéng dé
lam chit viéc”. Gabriel ngdi xuong cam tay Gilah. “Chiing n6 bom tai cho dén giao thong trén phd King George”.

“Panh bom tur sat a?”
“Ching t6i nghil 6 hai tén. Ching ngdi trong xe tii hoa trang thanh ngudi Do Thai chinh thdng. Qua bom rat 1on”,
Ba ngudée nhin chiéc truyén hinh treo cao trén tudng. “T6i ¢6 thé thiy trong tivi. That thin ky néu ¢6 ai d6 con sdng sot”.

“MOot nhén chl:l‘ng thiy xe Ari tang tdc trude khi bomnd. At hin Ari da nhin thiy diéu gi d6 khong 6n. Ldp boc sit ctia xe hoi chiu duoc 4p Iyc ctia vu
nd, nhung chiée xe bi hat tung trong khong khi. Cé vé nhur né da 1on hai vong”.

“Ai lam viéc ndy? Hamas? Hay cam tir quan Hoi giao? Hay bon al-Agsa?”
“Hoi Huynh dé Allah d3 kén tiéng”.

“C6 phai chinh t6 chirc da tAn cong Vatican?”

“Ping vay, Gilah”.

“Anh c6 tin a ching khong?”’

“Con qua sém dé khing dinh bat ky diéu gi”, Gabriel tra oi. “Béc sy nbi sao?”

“Ong 4y con phai chiu phau thudt it nhét ba tiéng nita. Ho bao chiing ta s& c¢6 thé gip ng Ay khi dng dugc ddy ra, nhung chi mt hai phit thoi. Ho da
canh bao véi toi ong ay trong t€ IanT”.
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Gabriel cham chii nhin ba mt e, sau d6 nhin 1én ti vi. “Ba lo dng Ay khong qua khoi, ding khong Gilah?”
“Duing vay”.

“Dlg lo”, Gabriel an ti. “Shamron 1 nguwdi khong thé bi huy diét. Ong Ay bt tir”.

“Ho nbi gi vi ba vé nhing vét thirong?””. Gabriel hoi tiép.

Gilah diém tinh ké lai. Nhitng igt ké vé céc b phén bj hur hai, chan throng dau, va xuwong gy khién Gabriel hiéu ro Shamron thit sy dang 6 trong tinh
trang thdp tr nhat sinh.

“Ari kha nhét trong ba ngudi”, Gilah n6i. “Dudng nhur Rami va tai xé bj throng tram trong hon nhidu. T6i nghiép Rami. Anh 4y da bao vé cho Ari nhiéu
nam Bay gio lai gip chuyén nay”.

“Yonatan dau?’
“N6 dang di cong tac & mién bic. N6 dang trén duong tro v&”,

Con trai duy nhit ctia Shamron 1 Pai ta trong Luc hrong Bao vé Israel. Ronit, ¢6 con gii budng binh ctia ong, da chuyén dén song & New Zealand dé
tranh nguoi cha thich ap dat. Co6 va Shamron khong n6i chuyén véi nhau da nhicu naim.

“Ronit ciing dang t6”, Gilah néi. “Ai biét duoc? C6 8 trong cai xui cling ¢6 cai may. Sy vang mit ctia Ronit khién ong rat dau khd. Ong tur trach minh,
nhung 6ng dang phai nhu vay. Ari rat nghiém khac voi cac con. Nhung anh biét tinh 6ng &y ma, phai khong Gabriel?”

Gilah nhin thing vao m?i’t Gabriel mjt Iic, sau d6 dot ngdt quay di. Trong phiéu ndm ba nghi anh B ngudi ngdi ban gidy biét nhidu vé nghé thudt va song
nhicu ném ¢ chdu u. Giong nhu nhitng nguoi dan khdc, ba chi bict ban chat that sy cong viée cta anh qua béo chi. Cach xur sy ctia ba da thay doi tir khi
anh bi 1at méit na. Ba it n6i hon khi ¢ gan anh, ba chi y khdng lam anh phét y, va khong thé nhin 1du vao mat anh. Trudc ddy Gabriel da nhin thay cach xur
su ndy & tat ca moi ngucn khi bude vao nha minh. Than Chét da dé lai dﬁuﬁvét’lén khuon mat Gabriel, giong nhu Birkenau d 1am hong khuon mét me
anh. Gilah khong thé nhin lau vao mat Gabriel vi ba s nhitng gi minh ¢6 thé thay trong do.

“Trude vu ndy ong Ay ciing khong duge khoe. Di nhién, 6ng da gidu nhem, thim chi Thi tudng ciing khong biét”.

Gabriel khong ngac nhién. Anh biét Sharmron da am thim chong do bénh tat tir nhicu nim nay. Sikc khoe, giong moi thir khéc trong cude song ciia dng,
dugc xem la mot dieu tuy¢t mat.

“C6 phai Ia than khong?”

Gilah lic du. “Can bénh ung thu da quay tro lai”.

“Toi twong  ching da duogc Ky ra hét”.

“Ari ciing nghi thé”, ba noi. “Nhung chura hét. Phdi 6ng dy a mdt mé hdn don do thudce 1. Hay khuyén ong Ay dimg hit thudc nhiéu nira”.

“Ong 4y khong bao gi&r chiu nghe 101 to7”.

“Cau i ngudi duy nhét 6ng Ay chiu nghe. Ong Ay yéu cau nhur con trai, Gabriel. D6i khi t6i nghi 6ng Ay yéu cau hon Yonatan”.

“Dirng nghi thé, ba Gilah”

“Ong 4y c6 nhitng phut gidy hanh phuic nhét 1 khi ngdi voi c4u trén san thirong & Tiberias”

“Ching t6i thuong tranh cai”

“Ong 4y thich tranh ci v6i cau, Gabriel”.

“Toi ciing thiy thé”.

Trén tivi, céc BY trurdmg Noi céc va nhimg nguoi dimg dau co quan an ninh dang dén vin phong Thi tuéng hop khén cép. Binh thuong Shanron ciing
6 mit ¢ d6 cung ho. Gabriel nhin Gilah. Ba dang nam chat cho da bi son rach cta chiéc o khoac. “Chinh Ari phai khong?”. Ba hoi. “Chinh Ari la nguoi
da 161 cu vao cudc song ndy. .. sau vy Munich”.

Gabriel nhin dén phong cap ctru nhip nhay va lo dang gt dau.

“Cau ¢ trong quan d6i a?”

“Khong, lic d6 t0i da ra khoi quan doi. Toi dang hoc tai Hoc vién My thudt Bezalel. Ari dén gip t0i sau khi nhing con tin bi giét chét. Khi d6 khong ai
biét chuyén ndy, nhung Golda da ra Iénh giét tat ca nhiing ai ¢ dinh lu”.



“Tai sao 6ng dy chon anh?”

“T6i n6i nhiéu thi tiéng, va khi xem bao co vé kha niing hoan thanh nhiém vu ctia t6i, 6ng Ay nhén ra t6i ¢6 nhimg dirc tinh can thiét cho loai cong viée
ma 6ng dang du tinh”.

“Giét nguroi & khoang cach gan, mit d6i niit. Anh da lam thé, dung khong?”

“Ding vay, Gilah'”

“Bao nhiéu?”’

“Gilah”.

“Bao nhiéu, Gabriel?”

“Sau”, anh tra 10, “Toi giét sau tén”.

Ba cham dam téc mudi tiéu & hai bén théi duong ctia anh. “Nhung lic d6 anh méi | mdt thanh nién”
“Chuyén nay dé lam hon khi ngudi ta con tré. Cang 16n m viéc niy cang tré nén khé khan”,

“Nhung dii sao thi anh ciing hoan thinh nhiém vu. Anh 1 nguoi di giét Abu Jihad, ding khong? Anh vio nha hén & Tunis va giét chét hén trude mit vo
con. Roi bon chiing tré tht, chiing khong trit Ién quoc gia ma trit 1én anh. Ching dat bom dudi xe anh 6 Vién”.

Ba siét chat vét rach trén 4o Shamron. Gabriel ndm tay ba. “Khong sao, Gilah. Chuyén d6 xay ra tir au rdi”,

“To6i nhé Ic dién thoai reo. Ari bao vdi toi bom da 10 dudi xe hoi mdt nhén vién ngoai giao & Vien. Toi nh¢ lic d6 minh vao bép pha cho ong mot tich
ca phé. Khi quay tro ra t0i thay 6ng dang ngdi khoc. Ong 16i. ‘L ctia t6i, Gilah. Toi da giét vo con anh ta”. D6 1a Jn duy nhat t6i thay ong ay khoc. Toi
khong gip ong dy subt mot tuan. Cum ctng, khi ong vé nha, t61 hoi chuyén gi da xay ra. Di nhién 6ng khong tra oi. Lic d6 6ng da diém finh tr6 lai.
Nhung t6i biét 6ng da uon day dirt vé chuyén ndy bao nhiéu nidm qua. Ong tyr trach minh vi chuyén xay ra”.

“Ong 4y chéing nén tyr trach minh Bm g, Gabriel noi.

“Anh khong duoc phép dau budn nhur bao ngudi binh thurdng khac, ding khéng? Chinh ph thong bao voi thé gidi ring vor va con ctia nha ngoai giao
déuda chet Anh chén con minh ¢ dinh Olive - chi anh, Ari, va mdt vi gido s§ - va anh giau vo' minh 6 mt noi nao do dudi tén gia. Nhung Khaled da tim
thiy ¢ 4y, va ding cd 4y dé nhir anh dén ga Lyon”. Mot giot nurée mit kin trén gd mé Gilah. Gabriel lay tay launo di, va camnhin duoc lan da nhan
nheo ctia ba van mém nhur nhung, “Tét ca nhimg chuyén nay xay ra vi chdng toi da tim gip anh mdt budi trua thang Chin cach ddy lau Bm rdi. Dang I8
anh co thé ¢6 mot cuge doi khac. Thay vi thé ching t6i da bién anh thanh mot tén sat nhan. Tai sao anh khong trd nén cay doc, Gabriel? Tai sao anh
khong ghét ong Ay nhu cac con ciia ching t6i ghét bd ching n6?”

“Hudng di ctia doi t6i da dwoc vach sin vao ngay ngudi irc chon tén ha s§ ngudi Ao nhé bé lim qudc trudng cho ching, Ari chi 1 ngudi dua duong
dan 16i ma thop”

“Cau tin vao dinh ménh dén thé sa0?”

“Hay tin ti, Gilah, c6 mdt thoi ky t6i ciing khong thé chiu ndi khi nhin mét Ari. Nhung t6i nhan ra minh giong 6ng hon 1 toi nghi”.
“C6 18 d6 chinh 14 diéu 6ng thiy trong ban bao cao vé kha ning clia cau’”.

Gabriel cudi mim “Cé & ding vay”.

Gilah s& vét rach trén 4o Shanron. “Céu c6 biét vi sao viée Ay lai xay ra khong?”

“D6 | m)t trong nhitng bi an I6n nhét ctia Vain phong”, Gabriel dép. “Co di loai gia thuyét dién r6 dé phong doén nguyén nhén va dién bién, nhung ong
ay khong chiu noi sy that”.

“D6 | dém xdy ra vu ddnh bom & Vién. Ari voi vang dén dai o King Saul. Khi tréo kn xe, chiéc 4o khoac bj mic lai & cira, thé 1 dng kéo réch”. Ba
dua ngdn tay man me cho rach. “To6i nhi€u lan muon va, nhung dng ay khong chiu dé t6i lam. Cir d€ thé dé tudng nhd Leah va Dani, dng néi. Ong ay da

niic chiee 4o rach nhiéu ndmnay vi nhiing gi xay ra vdi vo con anh”.

Dién thoai reo. Gabriel nhic dng nghe ap vao tai va king nghe mdt It trong yén king. “T6i s& c6 mit ngay, thua ngai”, anh ndi rdi clp méy va quay sang
Gilah.

“Pién thoai ctia Thi twéng, Ong Ay mudn gip t6i ngay lp tirc. Toi s& quay trd lai sau budi hop”.
“Pumg lo, Gabriel. Yonatan s& dén ddy ngay”.

“T6i s€ quay trd lai, Gilah”.



Giong anh cuong quyet Anh hon ma ba, cam thiy minh c6 181, i dimg day budc di. Gilah nim tay Gabriel khi anh di vé phia cira. “Mang theo céi nay”,
ba n6i. “Ong Ay s& mudn anh giit 6™

“Dug n6i nhur thé Ari s& khong qua khor”
“Mec 40 vao va di di”. Ba mim cudi cay déng. “Anh khong duoc dé Thi tudng chdy”

Gabriel budc ra hanh lang va di voi dén thang may. Anh khong dugc dé Thii tuéng cho. D6 1 nhing 16 Gilah uon ndi voi Shamron mbi khi ong roi xa
ba di lam nhiém vu.

Xe hoi va doi can vé dang chd anh & bén ngoai. Ho chi mét ndm phit dé t6i vin phong Thi tuéng & 03 duong Kaplan. Nhirg ngudi can vé dua
Gabriel vao toa nha qua 16 ngim va dat anh lén cau thang vao mdt van phong lon don gian dén bat ngo trén lau cao nhat. Can phong tranh t6i tranh sang.
Thu tréng dang ngdi tai ban lam viée trong mdt chim anh sang chiéu vao. Trong 6ng nho bé han di trong twong quan voi bire v& chan dung cao Ion cia
nha lanh dao Do Thai Theodore Herzl dang treo trén tuong. D& hon mot néim Gabriel m6i dugce dién kien 6ng. Trong khoang thoi gian ndy, toc 6ng da
chuyén tir miu bac sang trang, va doi mét mau néu da c6 anh nhin mét moi ctia ngudi gia. Cude hop voi BO An ninh vira ket thic, va Thu twéng dang &
moOt minh ctng Amos Sharret, tin Giam ddc ciia Van phong. Ong ta dang nhip nha nhip nhom dAy cang thing trong chiéc ghé bang ddng, Gabriel bat
tay 6ng Jn dAu tién. “Rét han hanh, cudi cing ciing duoc gip anh”, Amos néi. “Toi urde rang ching ta gip nhau trong hoan canh khac”,

Gabriel ngdi xudng,

“Cau dang m¥ic 40 ciia Shamron”, Thil tuwdng nhan xét.

“Gilah muén t6i mic chiée 4o nay”.

“Chiéc 40 hop voi cau dy”. Ong mim cudi xa ving. “Cau biét khong, cau dang bat dau tré nén gidng ong ay”.

“Pay c6 phai la 101 khen khong?”

“Ong 4y rat dep trai khi con tré”.

“Ong 4y chua bao gid tré, thira Tha tréng”

“Ching ta ciing vy thoi, ching ta g trude tudi, va hi sinh tudi thanh xuan dé xdy dung dat nude ‘ndy. Shamron chura ¢6 Ty mot ngay nghi phép ké tir
nam 1947 Chang 18 moi chuyén lai két thic nhur thé ndy sao?”” Th tudng ke dau. “Khong, 6ng dy s& song. Tin toi di, Gabriel, toi biét ong dy con lau
hon cau”

“Shanron i ngudi bt tir. Gilah n6i thé”.

“C6 I& khong phai I bt tir, nhung ong Ay s& khong thé bi mot nhom khing bb cudp di mang song”.

Thi tdng cau nay nhin dong hd.

“Thi tdng ¢6 chuyén mudn ban voi toi?”

“V& viéc bd nhiém cau kim doi truong L heong Piac nhiéni”,

“T6i da dong ¥ nhan nhiém vu nay, thura Thil tudéng”.

“T6i bit, nhung ¢ & bay gioy khong phai 1 thoi diém thich hop dé cau nham chirc”,

“Toi c6 thé hoi i do tai sao khong?”

“Boi vi cau can tip trung strc hre 1an theo ddu vét va trimg phat nhiing ké da im diéu ndy v6i Shamron”,

Thi tdng dot ngdt im king, tyra nhur mubn cho Gabriel co hdi thodi thac. Gabriel ngdi im, mét nhin xudng d6i ban tay ctia minh.

“Cau lam t6i ngac nhién”, Th tudng Ién tiéng

“Vé vice gi?”

“Toi ctr so cdu s€ bao t6i tim mot ngurdi khac”.

“Khong ai duoc phép tir chdi Thi tuéng”.

“Nhung chéc chéin khong chi vi Iy do nay”.

“T6i c6 mit & Rome khi bon khing bd tAn cong Vatican, va t6i ciing tién Shamron ra xe tdi nay. Toi nghe tiéng bomnd”. Anh ngimg lai. “Mang hr6i nay



can phai bi tiéu diét, cho dui ching 14 ai hay myc dich ciia ching 14 gi - va phai tiéu diét cang nhanh cang tot”.

“Cau ndi nhur thé mudn tra thiy”

Gabriel nhin én. “T6i mudn lam diéu do, thura Thit twéng, C6 18 trong hoan canh nhur thé nay, t6i khong phai a nguoi thich hop cho cong viéc”.

“Thyc ra trong hoan canh ndy, anh 1a ngudi hoan toan thich hop™.

Chinh Amos 4 nguroi thdt Ién cau dy. Lan dau tién, Gabriel quay lai nhin k§ 6ng. Nguoi 6ng nho nhung khoe khodn, ngudi nhur hinh vuéng, Téc 6 6ng mau
den voi duong vien nhur gido s, d6i long may ong rdmrap. Ong van 14 tuéng trong IDF Inhung bay gior 6ng khong mic quan phuc ma méc bo do vest
méu xam nhat. S thing than clia 6ng da dem lai nhitng thay d6i m6i cho van phong. Lev giong que choc ctia nha s§, lic ndo cling timra yeu diémva
nhirng chd hur thdi. Amos gidng biia dong dinh hon. Gabriel s& phai rat can than khi im viéc cing ng, phong ngira trudng hop bia roi én dau minh.
“Chi cn cén thin khong dé su gian dit lammo di sy sang subt ctia mink”, Amos n6i thém

“Chura bao gio ¢6 chuyén éy’ > Gabriel tra 104, 4nh mét anh dap tra cai nhin ct vo ctia Amos.

Anos cudi nhat, tira nhur mudn ndi. S& khong ¢ v nd bom & ga Lyon néu trong ca tre clia t6i, chiic chin 1 nhur thé. Thii twéng ti 1én hai khuyu tay va
nga nguoi téi trurde.

“Cau c6 nghi nguoi Ardp Xéut dirng sau v nay?”’

“Chiing ta ¢6 béng chimg cho thy mdi lién h¢ clia Arfip Xt voi hoi Huynh dé Allah”. Gabriel thén trong noi, “Nhung ching ta can thém thong tin moi
¢ thé bat dau tim kiém mot nhan vat cu the”.

“Vi du nhu Ahmed bin Shafiq™.

“Vang, thua Thi tudng”.

“Néu ding a hn thi sao?”

“Theo ¥ kién ctia t6i, ching ta dang d6i mat v6i mot t6 chirc, khong phai la dang ddi mat véi mot ' phong trao. D6 la mot t6 chirc duoc chi tra bang tién
ctia Ardp Xéit. Néu ching ta tiéu diét tén thu finh, t6 chirc nay s& chet Nhung viée ndy khong d&, thua Thi tudng. Ching ta biét rdt it v& hén, tham chi
con khong biét hinh dang han nhur thé ndo. Viée nay ciing s& réc rdi vé it chinh tri, vi ¢6 lién quan dén nguoi My

“Chéng c6 gl phirc tap. Ahmed bin Shafiq ¢ giét ¢ van than can nhét cta ta. Vi thé hin phai chét”.

“Néu hin hanh ddng theo ménh énh ctia Hoang tir Nabil hay ciia mdt ai d6 trong hoang toc - gia dinh ¢6 moi quan hé vé kinh té v lich sir chéit ché véi
dong minh quan trong nhat cua Israel?”

“Ching ta s& som biét viéc ndy”.

Thu tudng nhin sang Amos.

“Adrian Carter bén CIA mudn néi chuyén voi cu”’, Amos thong bao.

“Ngiy mai ti s& di Washington dé tom it cho anh ta nhimg gi ching ta biét v& vu tin cong Vatican”
“Carter d4 yéu cau ddi dia diém gap mit”.

“Ong ta muén gip & dau?”

“Luan Don”.

“Tai sao lai Ia Luan Bon?”

“Do Carter dé nghi”, Amos tra 101, “Ong ta mudn gip tai mot dia diém trung 1p tién loi cho c4 hai bén”

“Cén nha an toan cua CIA ¢ Luan Bon tr6 thanh dat trung lap tir khi ndo vAy?”. Gabriel nhin Thi tudng, sau d6 nhin Amos. “Téi khong mubn roi
Jerusalem - cho dén khi biet chac liéu Shamron ¢ qua khéi khong”.

“Carter bao viéc nay khin cap”, Amos néi. “Ong ta mudn gip cau tdi mai”.
“Vay thi ctr nguoi khac di gip ongta”.
“Ching t6i khong thé”, Thit tudng néi. “Cau i ngudi duy nhit duge mor”.

Chu thich
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Luan Pon

Ong gia thé ndo roi?”. Adrian Carter hoi. Ho dang song vai budc trong khu Eatoo, cting tranh con mra rao ban démdudi cai 6 cua Carter. Ho gap nhau
ndm phiit trude, nhur thé tinh ¢d, & quang truong Belgrave. Carter méc 4o mura bang vai cao su va cam to bao The Independent. Ong Tu6n chon cach d6
khi c6 nhimg cudc gip trong nghé nhur thé nay. Theo nhur chuyén cudi trong Van phong, Adrian Carter con ly vién phin danh du Ién thanh giudng khi
muon lam tinh voi vo.

“Van bét tinh”, Gabriel dap, “Nhung 6ng virot qua duoc dém vira rdi, va khong con mit miu nira”.

“Ong 4y c6 nhiéu kha niing séng khong?”

“Dém qua t6i s€ ndi la khong”.

“Con bay gio?”

“T6i lo khong biét dng Ay s& con lai duoc gi. Néu ndo bi ton thurong, hay ong bi liét & mdt bd phan ndo do...”. Giong Gabriel nhd dan. “Shamron chi ¢6
duy nhat mdt thil vui trong cude song, do Ia cong viéc. Néu khong dugc lam viée, ong ay s€ dau kho - nhitng ngudi xung quanh 6ng ciing s€ nhu vay”.

“Thé con tin gi khéic khong?”. Carter liéc nhin 16 vao cn nha kiéu Georgian tai s6 24. “Céin h{ ¢ trong d6. Ching ta hély di vong day 1. Toi thich thyc
hién nghiép vu theo diing quy tac”.

“Anh khong nghe tin gi sao, Adrian? Lién bang X6 Viét da sup d6 vai nam réi. KGB 1 khong con hoat dong, Bay gidr cac anh va ngudi Nga a ban”
“Cén thin bao nhiéu ciing khong dii dau Gabriel”.

“Chéng & cac nhan vién an ninh khong di trude dé kiém tra sa0?”

“Khong c6 nhan vién nao ca, Gabriel”.

“P6 ¢6 phai can ho an toan cta t6 chirc khong?”

“Ciing khong han”, Carter dap. “Can hd ndy 1 ctia mdt ngudi ban”.

“Ban ctia t6 chirc 4

“Thyc ra 1 ban ctia Tong thong”.

Carter kéo nhe tay 40 khodc ctia Gabriel va dan anh di trén con dudng t6i nhu myre. Ho dao mdt vong quanh quang trudng Eaton yén éng ngoai trir
tiéng xe ¢ trén duong King vong lai. Carter di cham chap, y nhur thé dang dén mdt cude hop ngoai y muon. Gabriel thi danh vat voi moi ban khoan: Tai
sao Pho giam doc Cuc Tinh bao Hoa Ky lai muon trao doi & mdt noi chinh phii dng ta khong nghe dugc cude ndi chuyén?

Ho quay lai khu Eaton. Lan nay Carter dwa Gabriel xudng nhiing bac thang dan dén 16i vio mot tang him. Khi Carter tra chia vao 6 khoa, Gabriel nhe
nhang nhic nap thing ric 1én va thiy bén trong khong ¢ gi. Carter mé cira dan anh vao cin bép ma cic quing cao bat dong san s& san sang mod ta 1
“ding mot”. Quay bep lat da granite, dugc chicu sang nhd den halogen gidu dudi day t. San nha lat bang da voi Jerusalem Déy la loai da dugc nhitng
nguoi Anh va ngudi My sanh diéu a thich vi c6 gan ket voi ¢diré Bia Trung Hai cua minh. Carter bude ve phia bep dun bang thép khong gi, d6 nurde
vao amdién. Ong ta khong hoi Gabriel ¢6 mu6n uong chit gi ¢6 con hay khong. Ong bict Gabriel chi thinh thoang lam vai ly ruou vang va khong bao gio
uong ruou trong lic lam viéc ngoai trr i do phai nguy trang,

“Ngbi nha ndy c6 hai ting”, Carter noi. “Phong khach & trén lau. Cau én d6 cho thoai mai”,

“Ong cho phép t6i nhin quanh nha 4, Adrian?”
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Carter dang d6ng md canh cira til bép vai vé mit bdi ri nhur mudn tim thir gi d6. Gabriel budc dén bén chan thirc an, tim hop tra Earl Grey rdi quing
cho Carter trrde khi 1én lau. Phong khéch rat thich hop dé am tram tam dimg, n6 dugc trang bi dy di nhung khong tiét 16 nhidu vé chit nhan. Gabriel
khong tim thiy bong dang ctia tinh yéu, s xich mich hay ndi budn & ddy. Anh cdm khung anh tir chiéc ban con Ién ngim, va thdy mdt ngudi My thanh
dat, an vAn gian di chup cting ba dira con miim niim va ba vo phau thuat thim my qué nhiéu. Nigoai ra con ¢6 hai birc hinh chup 6ng ta dtmg ctmg do
bén canh Tong théng. Ca hai tAm déu c6 ky tén va ghi dong chir: Tang Bill vi long biét on.

M6t It sau Carter 1én lau, tay bung khay tra. Ong ta c6 mai toc mong xodn, va dé kiéu ria mép diic trung ctia cac gido sur dai hoc M. Néu chi can cir
vao cung cach ctia Carter, ngudi ta kho ma doan duoc rang ong ta i mot trong nhitng ngudi quyén Iye nhit t6 chire tinh bao rong khép ciia
Washington, va rang trude khi Ién dugc vi trf trén lau bay cia Langley, ong ta da timg 1 mdt diép vién cue ky danh tiéng, Khuynh hudng thich nghe hon
thich ndi khién hau hét moi ngudi nghii ring 6ng ta |3 mdt bac sy tim ly. Khi nghi vé Carter, nguoi ta dé lién trong Ong voi mot nguoi pham toi king
nhang, c6 nhitng viéc lim khong dang hoang, hay mot nhan vét trong tiéu thuyét ctia Dicken dang ngdi gi lung nghién ctru nhitng quyén sach day cop
toan tiéng Latinh. Ngudi ta ¢ khuynh hudng dénh gié thip Carter. Py 1 mot trong nhirg vii khi loi hai nhét ctia 6ng ta.

“Ai dimg dang sau chuyén ndy, Adrian?”. Gabriel hoi.

“Céu ndi toi nghe, Gabriel”. Carter dit khay tra Ién giira ban va coi 40 mura twa nhu mét moi vi di lai qua nhiéu. “Do 1 hang xom ciia cac cau”
“Hang x6m ctia ching t0i nhung ¢6 diéu gi mich bao t0i rang ddy lai | vén dé ctia cac dng. Néu khong ong chiing ¢6 mat & Luan Don Bim gi”. Gabriel
nhin quanh “Trong mdt can hd di murgn, khong cd microphone va khong dugc tram Luan Pon yém tro™.

“Cau khong bo sot dicu gi, ding khong? Lam t6i vui di, Gabriel. N6i toi nghe tén ciia hin ta”,

“Han 1 nhan vién cii ctia GID, tén A Ahmed bin Shafig”.

“Hoan ho, Gabriel. Xuit sic”. Carter quing o khoac 1én hung ghé. “That sy rit 4n tuong”.

Carter mo ndp 4m tra, ngiri miti thom, rdi quyét dinh can phai dé thém mdt It nita cho tra ngim

“Lam sao phia cau biét duogc diéu nay?”

“Chiing t6i khong biét”, Gabriel tra Ioi. “Day l mdt suy doan c6 can ci, dura trén mdt vai bang chimg”,

“Bang chimg gi?”

Gabriel ké cho Carter tit ca nhimg gi anh biét. Phi vu bam dudi Gido sur Massoudi khong thanh. Nhimg tAm anh theo doi va thong tin tai khoan ngin
hang tim thiy trén may tinh ctia Ong ta. Mbi lién hé giita Ibrahim el-Banna va L di€p vién nguoi Ardp Xeut tr xung la Khalil. Bao céo vé& mot nguoi Ardp
Xéut clng tén di tuyén nhan sy tai cac Jéu ti nan & Nam Libang. Anh ké lai tat ca moi thir trong khi Carter ban ron voi dmtra. Ong ta rot chén dau tién
dwa Gabriel. Chén ctia 6ng ta can nhidu thr phirc tap hon: phai tinh toan cn than lwong sita va tra, cubi cing bo vao mot vién dudng. Céc diéu tra vién
goi ddy 1 hanh dong thay thé. Carter ura hit tAu. Gabriel lo ring It nita 6ng ta s& lai hit thudc.

“Con bén anh thi sa0?”. Gabriel hoi. “Cac anh biét d6 1 bin Shafiq tw khi nao?”

Carter ding kep gip cuc duong thir hai, nhung dAu tranh mot thoang xem c6 nén bo vao tach tra hay khong, Cudi ciing 6ng ta tha cuc duong lai, n6 kin
long I6¢ xudng bat. “C6 I& toi da biét tir ngiy ching ti yéu cdu nha vua déng cira nhom 2057, éng ta dap. “Hay ¢6 I& tir ngiy bin Shafiq duong nhur bién
mét khoi mit dat. Cau thiy ddy, Gabriel, néu toi c6 hoc dugc gi trong nginh nay, thi 6 chinh 1 bét cr hanh dong ndo ciia ching ta ciing s& c6 mot phan
{mg tiéu cyc chdng lai. Ching t6i da dudi con gu Nga ra khoi Afghanistan nhung trong lic d6 lai tao ra mdt con rén nhiéu dau. Ching t6i da dép tan tru
s6 chinh ctia bon al-Qaeda, dé gio day nhing van phong chi nhanh lai tir hoat dong. Ching t6i da déng cira phong ctia bin Shafiq & GID, thé 1 han rit
vao hoat dong bi mat”.

“Taisao?”

“Y cau mudn hoi chuyén gi da don hén sang chién tuyén bén kia?”. Carter nhin vai khudy tra mdt cach budn ba. “Chéng can phéi nghi nhidu mdi ¢6 cau
tra 16i. Ahmed bin Shafiq 1a nguoi thét su tin vao Wahhabi”.

“Chdu trai ctia chién binh Ikhwan”, Gabriel tiép 11, va nhan duoc cai git dau dly ngudng md cuia Carter.

“Nguoi ta ¢6 thé tranh ci tai sao ngudi Ardp Xéut lai tai tro khing b6”, Carter néi. “Ngudi ta c6 thé tranh ci liéu ho ¢ thire sir tng hd nhing myc tiéu
ctia bon sat nhan ma ho ¢ trang bi vii khi va cung cp tai chinh hay khong, hodic 1 liéu ¢6 phai ho dang thire hién chinh sach khon khéo nhung yém thé
dé kiém soat mdi truong xung quanh minh, qua d6 dam bao sur ton tai ctia ho hay khong? Ngudi ta ¢6 thé chura cé mdt cude tranh ci nhur vy vé ngudi
ma GID chon dé thue hién chinh sach d6. Ahmed bin Shafiq ¢6 dtre tin. Han ghét nurée My, phuong Ty, va ghét con chién ctia dao Thién Chia. Hén s&
hanh phic néu dat nurde cac anh khong ton tai. D6 chinh 1 1i do tai sao ching ti yéu ciu nha vua déng cira vian phong khing b ctia hin”.

“Vi thé khi bén ong yéu cau nha vua déng cira nh6m 205, bin Shafiq gian dir? Hin quyét dinh sir dung tit ca nhitng mbi lién hé da tao dyng trong bao
nhiéu nim qua dé ty minh tao nén lan séng khiing b6? Chac chén con li do nao hon thé nita, Adrian a”.

“Toi e 1 ching t61 d3 ddy hin vao con duong nay”, Carter n6i. “Ching t6i da tAn cong Iric nguoc lai véi mong mudn ctia Vurong qudc va ngudi dan,
Chung t61 da bat cac thanh vién al-Qaeda, nhot ching vao trong tii noi chiing dang phai ¢. Chuyén nay lam thé gi¢i Hoi gido bat mén, va chdm thém dau



vao lira cia cude thanh chién. Céc anh ciing gop tay vao viéc nay. Nguoi Ardp Xéit coi Hang rao ngin cach i dudng bién gidi cudi ciing ctia mdt phia.
Ho khong hai long vé chuyén nay”.

“Chuyén ny ¢6 thé im ong bi sdc, Adrian, nhung ching t6i khong quan tim ngudi Ardp Xéut nghi gi vé hang rao bién gioi. Néu bon ho khong d6 hang
triéu d6 la vao kho bac ctia Hamas va cudc Théanh chién Hbi gido, ching t6i khong cn xy hang rao”.

“Quay tr6 lai diém ban dau cia t67”, Carter ngimg lai dé udng mot ngum tra. “Thé gidi Hoi gido dang suc s6i vi gian dit, va Ahmed bin Shafig, von tin
vao Wahhabi, da budc ra phia ruée inh sir ménh gitrong ngon ¢&r thanh chién chdng lai nhimg ké khong theo dao. Hin d tan dung nhitng mdi lién lac
tir hoi con lm this inh nhém 205 dé xay dung mot hé thong méi. Han dang thyre hién diéu ma Bin Laden khong thé 1am, d6 I lap ké hoach va tién hanh
nhirng cudc tan cong khing bd ngoan muc trén dién réng vao nhing noi nhu Vatican. Mang i ctia hin nho nhung cue ky chuyén nghiép, va hin da
chimg minh diéu d6 mot cach thuyét phuc, va day chét choc”.

“Mang Iudi dwoc mua va chi tra bang tién ctia Ardp Xéut”.

“Diing viy”, Carter khiing dinh.

“Viéc nay dat t6i cap ndo, Adrian?”

“Rét cao”, Carter dap. “Gan cip cao nhét”.

“Hén dang hoat dong & d4u? Ai dang tra tién cho céc hoa don? Tién tir du n ra?”

“Céng ty C6 phan AAB ciia Riyadh, Geneva, va nhitng noi trung gian”, Carter tra 1i lap 1. “Ahmed bin Shafiq 1 mdt trong nhitng vu d4u t thanh cong
nhét cia AAB. T6i r6t tra thém cho cau nhé?”

Cudce hoi dam lai gidn doan, Jan ndy i do Carter tim c4ch bat hé thong su6i bang ga. Ong ta dimg trude 16 swdi mdt lic, sau d6 liéc vé phia Gabriel nhd
gitp do. Gabriel tim thiy chia khoa trén mit 1 swéi, anh str dung chia khoa dé mod ga, sau d6 ding diém dét 1o.

“Cau cho bon chiing bao nhiéu nam, Gabriel? Con bao lau nita Hoang toc Ardp Xé&at moi sup ddva puc’rc Cong hoa Arédp Hoi ,gizio, duoc thanh lé}p?
Nam nam? Muoi nam? Hay hai muroi nam? Chiing t61 khong bao gi¢ gioi dy doan nhitng viéc nhur the nay. Ching t6i da nghil dé ché X6 Viét s& ton tai
i A,

“Con ching t6i thi nghii Hamas khong bao gits théing trong cude bau cir”

Carter tic ludi budn ba. “Nhimng bd dc xuét sic nhét ctia ching t6i dur doan lau nhét 1 trong vong bay ndm nira. Nha vua chuén bi ding bay nim nay
choi tro choi theo luat I cti: cung cép dau gia ré va tinh bang hiru gid tao voi ching t61, trong khi d6 ong ta khua mbi mia mép voi cac hre rong Hoi gido
va h6i 16 dé bon ching khong tan cong ong ta. Khi moi chuyén két thuc ong ta s& chay sang dai cung dién doc theo Riveria song nhitng ngay con lai
trong s xa hoa vurot strc twéng twong, hi vong 1 lic d6 du ong ta van con ndm trén c6”.

Carter dura Iong ban tay vé phia ngon hira. “Lira khong néng”, ong ta noi.
“Bép 1o duge im tir gdm. Ong doi mdt chit nd méi nong Ién’”.

Carter 10 vé khong tin. Gabriel dén bén cira s6 nhin xuéng durong ding lic mdt chiée xe hoi chim cham chay qua rdi bién mét & khiic quanh gin do.
Carter khong nhin ngon Iira nita va quay vé chd ngoi.

“C6 nhiéu nguoi trong Hoang toc sén sang choi trd choi theo quy tic khac. Ching t6i goi ho 1 Nhing ngudi c6 xac tin. Ho nghi rang cach duy nhat dong
ho al-Saud c6 thé ton tai I ki két lai ban thoa udc da ki voi Muhammad Abdul Wahhad cach day hai thé ky ¢ Najd. Nhung ban hop dong nay phai xem
xét dén nhirng thc té m6i. Con qudi vat dong ho al-Saud tao ra hai thé ky trude bay gio dang nam quéan bai, va Nhiing ngudi ¢ xac tin san sang cho
con quéi vat diéu né mubn, d6 1a miu nguoi khong theo dao. Thanh chién s& ching bao gioy két thic. Mot vai nguoi ¢6 xac tin mudn di xa hon. Tryc xuét
tit ca nhitng ngurdi khong theo dao ra ban déo. Pinh chi ban dau cho nuréc My hay bét cir nhitng nurde ndo budn ban véi nude céc anh. Ho nghf ring
khong duroc tiép tuc xem dau nhur ngudn tién vo tan chay tir céc giéng dau & Ras Tanura vao cac tai khoan ngén hang ctia dong ho al-Saud. Ho mudn st
dung ching nhur 1 vii khi - vii khi ¢6 thé am qué quét nén kinh t& Hoa Ky va khién cdc Wahhabi trd thanh chi ctia hanh tinh, nhu Allah da mudn khi dat
dau dudi cat ving al-Hassa. Mot vai ké trong hoi Nhitng ngudi c6 x4c tin ndy, nhur chit tich va CEO cuia Riyadh, Geneva, va trung gian, thure sy mudn
tur tay chich huyét ctia nhitng ké ngoai dao”.

“Y 6ng mubn ndi dén Abdul Aziz al-Bakari?”

“Dng vay”, Carter xac nhin. “Cau c6 biét nhidu vé 6ng ta khong?”

“Theo lan cong bd gin day nhét, ong ta i ngudi gidu thir 15 thé gioi, 6 tai san ca nhan vao khoang 10 ty do la”.

“Sai s khoang mot hai ty”.

“Ong ta 1 Chii tich, & hoang dé ctia Tap doan AAB - A I viét tit ctia Abdul, A clia Aziz, va B ciia al-Bakari. AAB s6 hiru ngin hing va cac cong ty
dautu. AAB lam van chuyén va thép. AAB dang chat ning Amazon, khai thic mo & day Andes & Peru va Bolivia. AAB c6 cong ty hoa chat ¢ Bi, cong

ty duoc ¢ Ha Lan. B phan phat trién dia 6¢ cia AAB la mot trong nhiing cong ty 16n nhét thé gioi. Abdul Aziz al-Bakari sé hitu nhiéu khach san hon
bét cir ai trén doP”



Carter noi tiép khi Gabriel ngimg lai. “Ong ta ¢ cung dién & Riyadh nhung rit hiém khi ghé qua, hai ba vo trude dang séng & d6 nhung ong ta khong
bao gioy thaim hoi. Ong ta c6 mdt dinh th & Tle de la Cité, & Paris, mot khu dét & ving qué mude Anh, cin nha phd & Mayfair, cac villa nhin ra bién &
Saint-Tropez, Marbella, va Maui, biét thyr nho tai cac khu trurgt tuyét O Zermatt va Aspen, va mdt can hd trén dai 16 Park gén day dugc danh gia khoang
40 triéu d6 la, mot toa nha nhin ra song Potomac t6i di qua mdi ngay trén duong di lany”.

Carter duodng nhu théy dinh thy nhln ra séng Potomac I t0i lon nhét trong s céc t01 4c ctia al-Bakari. Cha cua Carter 13 mdt muc su Tan gido déntur
New Hampshire, va duéi lop vd bé ngoai diém tinh ctia 6ng ta 1a trai timrao ruc ctia mdt nguoi theo Thanh gido.

“Al-Bakari va phy t clia Ong ta di vong quanh thé gidi trén chiéc 747 dat vang”, ong ta ndi tiép. “Hai lin mot nim, mot lan vao théng hai va mot fan vao
thang tam, ban dicu hanh AAB di nghi ¢ bién. Al-Bakari va d6i phy ta cta hén nghi ngoi trén chiéc Alexandra, chiéc du thuyén daiba trdm bg. Toi co
quén dieu gi khong nhi?”’

“Ban bé goi 6ng ta | Ziz”, Gabriel tra 101, “Ong ta c6 mit trong nhirng b swru tap tranh ¢4 nhan theo trudng phéi 4n twong Phép Ion nhét thé gioi. Tur
nhiéu ndm nay, ching toi da thong bao v6i cac ng rang hin chuyén tai tro cho hoat dong khing bd, diic biét 1 chong lai ching t67”.

“T6i khong biét viée nay”.

“Biét viéc gi?”

*Zizi 1a nha suru tap tranh”.

“Thét ra hén 3 mot nha suu tap d?ly dammé”.

“Cau bao gio' c6 han hanh gip 6ng ta chwra?”

“Toi e |3 Zizi va t61 & hai thé giéi khéc nhau trong nganh nay”. Gabriel nhiu méy. “Mbi lién hé gjita Zizi al-Bakari va Ahmed bin Shafiq 1 gi?”
“Al-Bakari | mdt ngwoi rét thi vi. Cau c6 biét ring cha cita héin  chii nha béing riéng ctia Tbn Saud khong? Chédc cAu ciing doén ra, cha ctia al-Bakari
lam an phét dat - du dé cho cu con trai 10 triéu do la d€ lap cong ty riéng. SO tién nay khong tham thip gi so v6i s tien von 6ng ta nhin dugc tir dong
ho al-Saud khi moi viéc bat dau kham kha. Theo tin don 1a 100 triéu d6 la. AAB van la noi do tien wa thich ctia Hoang toc Arap Xeut. Pay ciing la li do
tai sao Zizi muon dam bdo su ton tai ctia Hoang toc al-Saud”.

Gabriel hoi khé chiu khi Carter véi tay Ay tau thudc.

“Ong ta 3 mdt trong nhiing nguoi giau nhat”, Carter noi. “Va ciing mot trong nhirng nha tr thién 1on nhat thé gioi. Ong ta xdy dyng nha tho va trung
tam Hoi gido trén khép chiu u. Ong ta tai tro cho nhitng du 4n phat trién & chau thd song Nile va ciru té nan doi & Su-ding, Ong ta d4 cung cp hang

triéu d6 cho dan ti nan Palestine, va thém hang triéu cho nhitng du an phat trién & B Tay va dai Gaza™.

“Con thém hon 30 triéu d6 cho chwong trinh truyén hinh tir thién & Ardp Xéut nhim quyén tién cho nhitng ké danh bom liéu chét”, Gabriel ndi thém. “Zizi
1a nha tai trg' ca nhan l6n nhat. Bay gio, hiy tra 101 cau hdi clia t6i, Adrian”.

“Cau hoi nao?”
“MGi lién hé giita Zizi va bin Shafiq 1 gi?”

“Cau von gioi lin két cac hién twong lai v6i nhau ma, Gabriel. Cau hdy ndi toi nghe”.
“R rang 14 Zizi tai trg cho cac hoat dong ctia hé thdng ctia bin Shafig”.

“Hién nhién””, Carter dong y.

“Nhung bin Shafiq la nguoi Arap Xeéut. Hin ta ¢6 thé Ay tién & bt ctr ‘ngudi ndo. Zizi ¢6 diéu quy hon tién. Zizi c6 co s ha tﬁng toan ciu nho vao do
bin Shafiq c6 thé van chuyén nhan cong va vat lidu. Zizi con co noi tri an tuyét voi cho mdt ngudi nhur bin Shafiq 1an trén”

“Tap doan AAB & Riyadh, Geneva va trung gian”.

Su yén lang bao trim Ién ho nhu mdt birc man khi Carter ué o chuén bi tAu thubc. Gabriel vin dimg tai cira s nhin xuong duodng Anh mudn dtmg &
do, vi tAu thubc ctia Carter sau khi chim Itra s& c6 hon hop mii cta ¢6 kho dang chay va cho bi uot. Tuy nhién anh blet rang cubc noi chuyén gitra ho da
bt d4u di vao nhimg ni dung khong the tiét 16 bén mot clra 50 thiéu an toan nhur thé nay. Ngan nglr mot lic, anh ngdi xubng chiéc ghé dbi dién Carter.
Ho nhin nhau trong yén lang, Carter tram ngam rit thudc, con Gabriel mét mdi xua khéi thude khdi niit.

“Ong chéic chin t6i mirc nao?”

“Rét chic”.

“Lam sao ong biét?”



“Nho ngudn tin va phurong phép”, Carter néi lai mot cach may moc. “Ngudn tin va phuong phap”.
“Lam sao 6ng biét, Adrian?”
Ban dang doc truyén Nguwoi Pua Tin duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 10

“Boi vi ching 61 nghe 1én Ong ta”, Carter noi. “Co quan An ninh Qudc gia 14 noi tuyet v Ching t6i ciing ¢6 ndi gian trong Hoang toc va GID san sang

tiét 10 thong tin. Ahmed bin Shafiq sdng chi yeu 6 phurong Tay dudi nhan dang gia. Hién ta dang duoc gidu & ddu d6 trong dé ché db s cia Zizi, v bon
ho gip nhau khé thudng xuyén. Ching t6i chéic chén vé didu nay”.

C6 bd ho so dat trén ban trung tAm, ké bén khay tra cta Carter. Carter Hy birc hinh duy nhét kep trong d6 trao cho Gabriel. Birc hinh chup mdt nguoi

dan 6ng mic 4o khodc dai bang len va doi mii ni dang dimg ngoai canh cira sat. Khudn mét chup tir goc trdi nén nét mit kha mo. Theo d6 nén cua bire

anh, co the thay n6 dugc chyp tir xa.

“Day I hin ta 47"

“Chung t61 nghi vay”, Carter dap.

“Burc anh duoc chup khi nao?”

“Bén ngoai cén nha ctia Zizi ¢ lle de la Cité, Paris. Nguoi chup anh ¢ bén kia sdng Seine, trong Quai de 'Hétel de Ville. D6 chinh 1a li do tai sao buc
anh khong duoc 1 nét”.

“Céach day bao lau?”
“Séu thang”.

Carter tir tir dimg ddy di vé phia 16 SUOi. Ong sép trit tan thudc trong tAu vao 1 sudi thi Gabriel nhic nhé ring 16 swéi dwoc lim bing gdm. Carter ngdi
trdy lai va d6 tan thude vao gat tan 16n bang thuy tinh,

“Bao nhiéu ngudi My bi giét trong vu Vatican?”” Gabriel hoi.

“Hai muroi tam, bao gdm mdt Giam myc trong Hoi dong”

“Trong nhitng nim qua Zizi al-Bakari da cung cép bao nhiéu tién cho bon khing b6?”
“Hang trdm tri¢u d6 la”.

“Hay san ling ong ta”, Gabriel ni. “Lap hd so dua ong ta ra toa”.

“Kién Ziz al-Bakari?”

“Muc U.S.C. 2338B - 6ng di bao gior nghe diéu luat nay chura, Adrian?”

“Bay gioy cau lai con trich dan luat nurdc My ra véi toi sa0?”

“Tai trg tién cho nhitng nhém khing bo da xac dinh  vi pham luat phap M, bat ké dén viée liéu tién d6 c6 durge ding trong nhitng vu khing b6 cu thé
hay khong, Cac 6ng c6 theé kién hang ta nhiing ngudi Ardp Xéut giau c6 vi da giup do vé mat vat chat cho ké thu, bao gom ca Zizi Bakari”.

“Cau lam t6i thit vong, Gabriel. Toi lun nghi cdu | nguwoi biét 1y & - doi khi hoi quan tim qué mite vé chuyén ding hay sai, nhung & nguoi biét 1y 1.
Chiing t61 khong the kién Zizi al-Bakari duoc”.

“Visao?”
“Tién”, Carter ndi, sau d6 thém vao. “Va dinhién i dau nira”.
“Di nhién”.

Carter nghich chiéc bat lira. “Hoang gia Ardp Xétt co nhAiéu ban be¢ & Washington - loai ban chi can ¢6 tién 1 mua duoc. Zizi ciing c6 ban. Ong ta tai trg
cho céc khoa r6i dua nhitng ngudi quen va tng hd vao. Ong ta bé tién vao viéc thanh lap cac khoa Ardp hoc & mdt nira t trudng dai hoc danh tiéng &
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M. Hau nhur mot minh 6ng ta cung cap tai chinh cho viéc tan trang Trung tam Kennedy. Ongta 1 dong gop cho nhimg hoat dong tir thién cta cac thuong
nghi sy ¢6 quyen Ie, va dau tur vao cong viée im n ctia ban beé va ngudi than ho. Ong ta ¢6 cb phantal mot trong nhirng ngn hang uy tin nhét cta
ching t6i. Ong ta ciing A ngudi trung gian trong cac vu lim an giita Ardp Xéut va M§. Birc tranh vé 6ng ta da trd nén 10 rang véi cau chua?”

Gabriel d hiéu r3, nhung anh van mubn nghe thém

“HE quan doan luat sur cta Zizi 6 New York danh hoi théy ong ta dang la myc tiéu cia mot vu diéu tra hinh sur, Zizi s& goi cho nha vua, nha vua s& goi
cho Dai str Bashir, 16i dai str Bashir s& ghé qua Nha Trang tan gau v6i Tong thong. Ong ta s& nhic Tong thong ring chi can van voi dau mot hay hai lan,
gia dau s& tang thém nam d6 la mot thing, Ong ta ciing chi ra rang viéc tang vot gia s anh huong dén nhitng nguoi ¢ trung tim thuong xuyén phai l4i xe
dudng dai, nhitng ngudi rit ¢ thé s& bau cho dang ctia Tong thong”.

“Thé 1a Zizi thoat khoi toi sat nhan - ndi theo nghia den’”.
“Toi e rang nhur vAy”.

“Dmg hoi vé nhitng thir s& gy ric r6i cho minh néu biét 15”.
“Anh thuc kinh Koran d4y”, Carter noi.

“Mot trong nhitng li do 6ng khong thé chdng lai Zizi hay khéi 6 6ng ta vi ong so nhitng gi minh s& tim ra: quan hé im an véi nhiig ngudi My danh tiéng,
phi vu md 4m voi nhitng nhén vat trong chinh quyén Washington. Thir trdng trong phén timg ctia dan My néu ho biét mot ty phi Ardp Xéut co quan hé
lam &n véi nhitng guong miat ndi bét & Washington lai dang tai trg cho hoat dong ctia ké thu. Mbi quan h¢ kho long t0n tai ndi sau vu 11/9 dau tién, va toi
cting nghi ngd viée nd ¢6 thé ton tai sau vu thir hai”.

“Khong, khong thé - it nhit khong dudi hinh thirc nhur hién tai. P& ¢6 phong trao trong Toa nha Qudc hoi My dé xudt cach ly Ardip Xéut do sw ing ho
cua n6 doi voi Hoi gido cyre doan. Mot vu xi cang dan ¢4 lién quan dén Zizi al-Bakari chi t0 thém dau vao lra. Nhom xdy dung chinh sach doi ngoai
trong Qudc hdi dang xem xét phép ché qua do gy sirc ép cho Aréip Xéit. Ho ¢6 quyén xa hoa. Ho khong chiu trdch nhiém néu nén kinh t& My roi vao

khing hoang do gi4 dau tang, Tong théng mdi | ngwoi chi
“Vay thi ong muén gi & ching t6i, Adrian? Ong mudn n6i gi véi toi, trong cin phong khong bi nghe trom nay?”

“Téng théng My mudn xin mdt an hué”, Carter ndi, mét nhin ngon lira. “Loai 4n hué ma may sao phia cac anh lai rit gioi thire hién. Ong mudn céc anh
cai mot ngudi vao gia toc ctia Zizi. Ong mudn cac anh ném dugc ai dang ra vao. Va néu Ahmed bin Shakiq tinh ¢& ghé qua, dng mudn céc anh ting hén
mdt phét dan. Pay 1 nhiém vy ctia cc anh, nhung ching t6i s& hd tro bét ctr didu gi cac anh can. Chiing t6i s& dimg & dudng chén troi - di xa dé co thé
chdi bé trach nhiém mot cach hop li khi & Riyadh”,

“Ong lam t6i thit vong, Adrian. Téi luén nghi ong i ngudi biét 1 5.

“T6i da lam gi nao?”

“To6i ctr nghi ong s& yéu cau ti giét Zizi va chdm dirt moi chuyén’”.

“Giét Zizi?” Carter lic dau. “Zizi khong thé bi xdm pham Ong ta dugc mién truy clru”,

Gabriel tr& vé vi tri bén cira s6 ngim nhin dudng phd va thiy mdt cap tinh nhan di voi trén via hé - trong con mura giong. “Ching t6i khong phai I sat tha
theo hop dong’ anh tra 10i. “Ching t6i khong lam nhitng cong viéc do ban ma cac ong khong thé tur thire hién. Bén ong mubn bin Shafiq chét, nhung lai
khong muén gip riii ro vé kinh t. Céc 6ng dung chiing t6i én dé nhén rii ro thay cho cac ong”.

“T6i ¢6 thé nhiic cau nhd mdt vai sy kién ndi bat”, Carter noi. “Hay nhé a Téng théng da kién dinh & bén cac cau khi ca thé gi6i xem cac cau nhu nguoi
Do Thai giy hiém khich giira céc quc gia. Toi c6 thé nhic cac ciu nhé rang Tong théng cho phép bén cu xdy Hang rio ngin cach trong khi ca thé gisi
budc t6i nurde cau hanh dong nhur nhimg ngwrdi Nam Phi. Ong ciing cho phép bén cau nhét cach ly A’one & Mukata trong khi ca thé giéi bude toi bén
cau 14 linh Birc Qudc . Rt nhiéu lan khic Tong thdng da bénh vire cho bén cau, nhung t6i s& khong nhéic lai, vi diéu ndy khong khon ngoan. Néu cau
dong y nhiém vu ndy, 16 ciing giéng nhur so' c6 qua c6 lai, nhung thire ra khong phai thé”.

“Thé thi a gi?”

“Mot sy nhén thire”, Carter dap. “Nhén thirc ring ngudi My chiing t6i khong du can dam am nhitng didu ching t6i phai lam dé chién théng trong cude
chién nay. Ngon tay ching t6i da bi bong. Hinh anh cua chiing t6i bi anh huong nghiém trong. Chiing t6i nhin vao girong va khong thich nhiing gi minh
nhin thiy. Cac chinh tri gia mubn ching i don nhitng chuyén bay dau tién roi khoi Iric dé ho c6 thé dimg tién vao nhimg thir ¢6 thé gianh duoc phiéu
bau. Ngudi dan mubn quay tré lai voi cude sdng vinh than phi gia. Ho mudn viii dau vao cat gia vo khong 6 bat cir mdt hyc hrong hay t6 chirc ndo dang
1én ké hoach va am muru pha hity cude sdng ctia ho. Chiing t6i d tra gia dét dé tréo vao mang nurée cling v6i bon khing b, va dau tranh vai ching &
mirc do cta ching, nhung t0i biét cau 16 vé viée nay nhur thé ndo. Khong ai tra gia dét hon cau”.

“Vi thé 6ng mudn t6i im viée nay cho 6ng. Toi nghi nguroi ta goi viée ny 1 tim ngudn gié ré noi khac. Ong ding 1 nguoi My, Adrian”.

“Trong hoan canh nay, nuéc My khong thé bién mdt cyru nhan vién tinh bao cap cao ctia Ardp Xéut thanh muc tiéu 4m sat, vi im nhur vy s& giy d6 v
moi quan hé cuia chiing t6i voi Riyadh. Chung t61 cling khdng thé bat giam hay khéi t6 Zizi a-Bakari vi nhiing li do t61 da noi voi cau”.



“Vi thé 6ng mubn gidi quyét vin dé nay ma khong bi anh hurong?”

“Chinh xac”,

“Ong muén quét vao dudi tham? Hay hoan lai viée ndy cho dén mot ngiy nio d6 thudn loi hon?”
“C6 nhidu cach khac nhau dé lam viée nay ma”,

“Ong nghil ddy I céich dénh bai rén nhiéu dau a? Cét mdt dau di va hi vong dieu tot nhét? Ong phéi diét tan gdc, giong nhur cach Hercules da am. Ong
phai tan cdng con quai vat bang miii tén tam doc”.

“Cau mubn 1t 46 Hoang toc Ardp Xéut?”
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“Khong chi Hoang to¢”, Gabriel dap. “Ma ca nhiing tén dién cudng theo Wahhabi da ki hiép uoc bang méu cach ddy hai trim nim trén cao nguyén
Najd can coi. Chung 1a ké thu that su ctia 6ng, Adrian. Ching Ia nhitng tén da tao ra ran nhi€u dau”.

“Mot Hoang tir thong thai da chon dung thoi gian va dia diém cho cude chién. Day khong phai 1 i tiéu diét Hoang toc Ardp Xéut”.

Gabriel chim vao sur im ling day tm trang, Carter dang nhin dau tau dé chinh stra vi tri mau thudc, giéng nhur mdt qui ngai dang chd cau tra 1oi tir cau
hoc tro chdm hiéu.

“T6i ¢6 can nhic cau nhd ching da chon Shamron Iam nuc tiéu khong?”’
Gabriel nhin Carter gian dit ¥ mudn n6i ong ta khong can nhéc lai diéu nay.
“Vay tai sao cdu lai do du? Toinghi cau chic dang ndng long mudn tra thi bin Shafiq sau nhitng gi hén Bm v6i ong gia”.

“T6i mudn tom hin hon ai hét, Adrian, nhung t0i khong nhur con ch6 dang chdm cang soi day buje cb. Baéy Ia phi vu nguy hiém - qua nguy hiém cho
nguroi tham chi chi muon thir. Néu ¢6 sai lam gj, hay néu ching ta bi bat qua tang, moi viéc s€ két thiic rat t& - cho ca ba ching ta”.

“Ba nguoi?”

“Ong, t6i, v Tong thng”.

“Hay lam theo Loi ran thit murdi mdt ctia Shanron thi cdu s€ khong sao. Céu s€ khong bi bat”.

“Bin Shafiq 13 bong ma. Chiing ta tham chi con khong c6 hinh hin”,

“Viée ndy cling khong hoan toan diing”. Carter tho tay vao tip hd so mdt lan nita va Ry ra mot tim hinh khéic dit Ién ban cho Gabriel nhin. Trong bire
hinh 14 mt nguoi dan 6ng mt den nho, khudn mat bi che mot plﬁn boi khan trum dau. “D6 chinh | bin Shafiq c{ich day hai muroi ndm ¢ Afghanistan.
Khi d6 hén 1a ban ctia ching t61. Chiing t6i cting mdt chién tuyeén. Chung t6i cung cap vii khi. Bin Shafiq va chi han & Riyadh cung cap tien”.

“Va hé tu trdng Wahhabi khai sinh ra Talibang”, Gabriel noi.

‘Dling 14 gieo nhan ndo gip quéa ndy. “Nhung may thay ching t6i ¢6 thir quy gia hon tim anh chyp 20 nam. Ching tdi ¢ giong ni ctia hin”.

Carter cam chiéc diéu khién tir xa chiia vao chiéc radio Bose Wave va nhan niit bat. Mot It sau, hai ngudi dan ong bit dau trao d6i voi nhau bang tiéng
Anh: mit nguoi n6i bang giong My, nguoi kia néi bang giong Ardp.

“Toi don ngudi Ardp Xétt 1 bin Shafiq?”

Carter gt dau.
“Poan bang dugc thu am khi nao?”

“Vao nam 1988”, Carter noi. “Trong tda nha an toan & Peshawar”.

“Ai Ia ngudi M§?”. Gabriel hoi, méic di anh da biét cau tra Ioi. Carter nhAn nut dirng rdi nhin 4nh Ira. “Toi", giong Ong ta xa ving “Ngudi M tai cin
nha an toan cua CIA tai Peshawa 1a t61”.

“Ong c6 nhin ra bin Shafiq néu gap lai hin khong?”

“C6 &, nhung ngudn tin ctia ching t0i bo lai réng hén da thyre hién vai lan phAu thuat thim my trude khi bt dau hoat dong. Tuy vy, t0i 6 thé nhin ra
Vet seo trén bap tay phai ctia han. Han ta bi mdt miéng bomnd vang vao nguoi trong chuyén cong tac ¢ Afganistan nam 1985. Vet seo chay tir trén ¢o
tay cho dén dudi khuyu tay. Khong nha phau thudt ndo cé thé 1a phang vét seo d6”.

“Bén trong bép tay hay bén ngoai?”



“Bén trong”, Carter noi “Vét thuong‘khién, tay bin Shafiq hoi bi teo.’Hén d trai qua vai cude phau thuat cc*)’ ging chita canh tay nhung khong c0 tac
dung. Han thirong dé tay trong tii quan. Han khong thich bt tay. Han ta 13 nguwoi Ardp du cu kiéu hanh. Han khinh bi nhitng yéu duoi vé mit the chat”.

“T6i doan ngudn tin ctia dng & Riyadh khong biét dugc liéu bin Shafig dang trén ¢ dau trong dé ché cia Zizi?”

“Khong may | diing thé. Nhung chiing t6i biét chiic hén dang & d6. Hay cai diép vién vao gia toc clia Zizi. Cudi ciing bin Shafiq s& bude vao nha qua
ctra sau’”.

“Cai mdt diép vién thin can voi Zizi al-Bakari? Ching t6i im diéu d6 bang cich ndo, Adrian? Zizi dwoc bao vé chit ch hon ca cac nguyén thu quic gia
day”.

“T6i khong mudn can thiép vao van dé nghiép v, Carter néi. “Nhung cir an tim i ching t6i sdn 1ong cho doi, va s& di theo vu ndy dén cling”.

“Tinh kién nhan va theo dudi dén cing khong phéi i nhitng dtre tinh diic trung ctia ngudi M. Ngudi My thich gy ra 1on x0n rdi chuyén sang van dé tiép
theo”.

Thoi gian yén king kéo dai, an nay bi pha v boi tiéng tiu Carter gd vao thanh gat tan.

“Céu mudn g, Gabriel?”

“Su dambao”.

“Khong c6 dam bao trong nganh ctia chiing ta. Cu biét diéu nay”.

“T6i can moi thong tin céc 6ng c6 vé bin Shafiq va al-Bakari”.

“Trong chimg murc thoi”, Carter n6i. “Toi s& khong cung cap nhiing thdng tin gy bat loi cho nhitng nhan vt danh gia & Washington”.

“Toi can sy béo v&”, Gabriel n6i. “Khi vigc néry ha man, chiing t6i s& k ddi trong bj nghi ngoy dau tién. Ching t6i ludn phéi chiu dyng didu d6, thim chi
ngay khi chiing t6i khong chiu trach nhiém. Va ching t6i s€ can sy giip d& cua cac 6ng dé chong choi con bao”.

“T6i chi ¢6 thé dai dién cho cip cao”, Carter noi. “Toi ¢6 thé dam bao véi anh ching t6i s& c6 mit khi anh cn”.
“Chiing t6i s& bt bin Shafiq tai thoi gian va dia diém tu chon, khong c6 s can thiép ctia Langley’”.
“Tong thong rt biét on néu anh tranh khong lim viée nay trén dat My,

“Khong c6 sur dam béo nao trong nghé cia ching ta, Adrian a”.

“Anh ding 101 n6i ciia t6i dé chdng lai toi ddy a2

“Chdc ong khong tin, nhung t6i khong thé tur quyét dinh. T6i can thao luan v6i Amos va Thil tuéng”.
“Amos va Thia tudng s lam nhitng gi anh bao™.

“Trong chirng murc thoi”.

“Vay anh s€ ndi véi ho nhitng gi?”

“T6i s& bao ring Tong thong Hoa Ky can giup d&”, Gabrie n6i. “Va t6i mudn gitip ong ta”.

Chi thich
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Ddi Megiddo, Israel

Thii twéng cho Gabriel muron xe chuyén dung ciia ng vao lic 2h30 trra hom sau. Gabriel di vé phia Armageddon. Anh nghi day f mdt noi rét hay dé
bat dau chuyén du ngoan.

Thos tiét tuyét dep c6 vé nhur khong phit hop véi mot dip thé nay: nhigt do mit mé, bau trdi xanh nhat, gi6 nhe mon man thoi ngwoc canh tay o somi khi
anh tang toc trén duong Jaffa. Anh mo dai. Khic nhac buon ba van phat di sau vy am sat Shamron dot ngdt im tit, thay vao d6 la ban tin. Thi tuong
hira lam moi viée trong kha néng ctia 6ng dé lan theo dau vét va trimg phat nhirng ke doi Ity mang Shamron. Ong khong dé cap su thyc minh da bict ai
chiu trach nhiém, va khong dé cap dén viéc da trao quyen cho Gabriel giét ké do.

Gabriel lai vé phia bién, theo hurong Bab al-Wad, anh luon lich mt cach thiéu kién nhén qua dong xe co chim chap 1di chay dua ctng it troi dang kin
vé phia bic doc theo dong bang duyén hai. C6 bao dong an ninh gAn Hareda - theo nhu radio, mot ké b tinh nghi 14 quin danh bom liu chét da vuot
qua Hang rao ngan cach gin Tulkarm - nén Gabriel bt budc phai doi bén & dudng hai muroi phit trude khi tiép tuc lai xe dén thung ling Jezreel. Cach
Afula nim didm, mot ngon ddi nho tron xuat hién bén tay trai. Ngudi ta goind la Tel Megiggo, hay d6i Megiddo, theo tiéng Do Thai. Phin con lai ctia thé
gi61 goino la Armageddon, noi ddi dau cubi ciing trén trén thé ca cai thién va ac theo wdc dodn ctia Sach tién tri. Trén chién chura bét dau, bai giir xe
vang hoe ngoai trir ba chiéc xe tai, ddu hiéu cho biét doi khao c¢b hoc van dang lam viéc.

Gabriel xudng xe, tién kén dinh theo con dudng dbc dimg. DOi Megiddo duroc khai quét khao ¢b dinh ky hon mdt thé ky qua, nén dinh dbi bi rach nat
bdi nhitng duong ranh ngang doc. Nguoi ta da kham pha ra dau tich ctia hon hai nuroi thanh pho duéi 16p dat doi, trong d6 c6 ca mét thanh pho twong
thuyén [a do vua Solomon x4y dung,

Anh dimg lai trén m0t ci réinh va nhin xudng. M6t dang ngudi nho mac 4o khodc ndu dang bo trong ranh, boi dht bang chiéc xéng tay. Gabriel nhé lai
an trude khi dimg quan sat cong viéc cia mjt ngudi trong h khai quat anh ctr cam thdy 6n lanh sau gay. Nha khao ¢ hoc ngude Ién nhin anh trong
gidy 14t bing cip mét ndu thong minh, sau do6 ctii xudng tiép tuc cong vide. “Toi chd cau ndy gid””, Eli Lacon cat tiéng, “Sao cau dén mudn vay?”

Gabriel ngdi xudng dbng cat bén ria h6 nhin Lavon lam viée. Ho biét nhau tir vu Thang Chin Pen. Eli Lavon 1 mdt ayin, ngudi ]ﬁn diu vét. Cong viée clia
anh 14 theo doi nhitng tén khung bd va tim hiéu thoi quen cﬁa‘ chiing, X¢ét trép nf)t véi‘khl'a canh, cOng viéc~ci1a anh con nguy hiém hon ctia Gabriel, vi
thinh thoang Lavon phai tiép xtic v6i nhitng tén khing bo nhicu ngay hay nhicu tuan lién ma khong ¢6 s ho trg. Sau khi don vi gii tan, anh dinh cu &
Vién, mdé mot co quan dicu tra nho tén 1a Yéu cau va Pén bu chién tranh. Hoat ddng vai s6 tién nho, anh’dﬁ lan theo dau vét nhitng tai san tri gia hang
triéu d6 la da bi cudp khoi tay nhirng ngurdi Do Thai va dong vai tro quan trong trong viéc tich thu khu dat tri gia hang ty d6 la tir cac ngén hang Thyy Si
Nhirng ngay ndy, Lavon dang lam viéc tai ho dao ¢ Megiddo va day khao c6 hoc ban thoi gian tai trudng Pai hoc Do Thai.

“Anh kiém duoc gi & d6, Eli?”

“T6i nghi d6 13 mAu gbni“. Con gié manh thdi mai toc xodn b xi x0a trude tran. “Con ciu thi sao?’

“Mot ti phtt Arap Xéit dang cd ging pha hity thé gioi van minh”.

“Khong phai ching da im rdi sao?”

Gabriel mim cudi. “Toi can anh, Eli. Anh biét cach doc béo cdo tai chinh. Anh biét cach theo doi dwong di nude bude cua tién ni khong ai khac biét”.
“Nguoi Ardp Xéit gdm nhimg ai?”

“Cha tich va CEO ctia Tép doan Thanh chién””

“Vi Chu tich nay c6 tén khong?”

“Abdul Aziz al- Bakari”

*Zizi al-Bakari?”

“Clng mt nguor”

“T6i doan viéc ndy ¢6 lién quan dén Shamron?”

“Va Vatican”.

“Zizi c6 lién quan gi?”’

Gabriel ké cho anh nghe

“Toi nghi minh khong can hoi anh dy dinh Bim g voi bin Shafiq”, Lavon noi. “Bé ché kinh doanh ctia Zizi rét d6 s. Bin Shafiq ¢6 thé dang hoat dong tir
bat ctt noi dau trén thé giéi. Lam sao ching ta lan ra hin duogc?”

“Ching ta s€ cai mdt nhan vién vao gioi than thudc clia Zizi va chd bin Shafiq bude vao”.



“Mot diép vién trong sao huyét ctia Zizi?”. Lavon lic du. “Khong thé nao”.
“C6 thé”.

“Bang cach na0?”

“Toi s& tim ra c4i Zizi mudn”, Gabriel noi. “Rdi t6i s& cho ong ta cai do™.
“T6i dang chim chii Eing nghe day”.

Gabriel ngdi xubng mép ranh khai quat, chén thong xubng dudi, gidi thich céch anh dy dinh tham nhdp vao Tap doan Thénh chién. Tir déy réinh vong lén
am thanh lam viéc ctia Lavon - duc, duc, quét, quét, thoi. ..

“Ai Am diép vién?”, anh hoi khi Gabriel trinh bay xong ké hoach.
“T6i van chua tim dugc”.

Lavon im lang mot lat - duc, duc, quét, quét, théi. ..

“Anh mudn gi tir t6i?”

“Hay luc tung v& Zizi al-Bakari va Tap doan AAB. T6i muén thdng tin vé timg cong ty hdn so hiru hay diéu khién. Thong tin vé ban diéu hanh va cac
thanh vién trong doan phuy ta. Toi muon biét mbi ngudi c6 dugc vi tri ndy bang cach nio va limsao dé tru lai duoc. Toi muon biét vé Zizi con nhiéu hon
la 6ng ta biét vé ban than minh”.

“Chuyén gi s& xay ra néu ching ta di lam nhiém wy?”

“Anh ciing s¢ d1”.

“T6i qua gia va mét moi, khong kham ndi nhimg vu khé khén nita dau’”

“Anh I nghé nhan theo ddi vi dai nhét trong lich str Van phong, ELi. Toi khong thé im vy ndy ma khong 6 anh”.

Lavon ngdi ddy phiii tay vao quan. “Cai diép vién vao gidi thdn cn ciia Zizi al-Bakari? Dién khing, Xudng day gitp toi di. Chiing ta dang dan hét anh
sang”.

Gabriel tréo xudng hd quy canh ngudi ban cii. Ciing nhau, ho dao béi tai vimg dét ¢d xua cho dén khi béng dém budng xudng nhur mot tim man den che
phi thung King,

Khi ho vé dén dai 16 King Saul, dong hd diém chin gio. Lavon nghi huru da v, nhung van thinh thoang giang bai tai hoc vién va ¢ quyén budc vao toa
nha khi 6ng mubn. Gabriel dan anh vao phong hd so ciia bd phan nghién ciru, sau d6 di xudng hanh lang dm dam du6i mit dat hai ting, Cubi hanh lang
phong 456C. Gan trén cira 13 tAm bang gidy do chinh Gabriel viét tay bang chit Do Théi c6 ndi dung: UY BAN LM THOI NGHIEN CUU BE DOA
KHUNG BO TY U. Anh quyét dinh hién tai vn giir nguyén nhur véy.

Anh md 6 khoa mat mé, bat dén va bude vao trong, Can phong dudng nhur bi déng bang theo thdi gian. Ho timg dat vai cai tén cho nd: Cai Kén, San
Trong, Cai Thimg, Yaakov, nguoi dén tir S¢ Céc vin dé Ardp ctia Shabak, da goin6 1 L3 Dia Nguc. Yossi bén bd phan nghién ciru goi n6 1 Ngbi
lang bi nguyén ria. D6 1 vi Yossi da doc cac tac phdm kinh dién & Oxford nén uon dira khong khi uyén bac vao cong viée ctia minh, cho dii doi khi
khong can thiét phai nhu vay.

Gabriel dirng lai bén chiéc ban chung ctia Dina va Rimona. Nhimg vu dau khéu trién mién vé viéc xac dinh ranh giéi ban ghé ciia ho da timg khién
Gabriel phat dién. Pudng phén chia anh gach chinh giita ban van con do, cting voi 1oi canh cdo Rimona da ghi & phia bén kin ranh ctia ¢6: Lin qua s&
gap nguy hiém. Rimona 1 Pai tiy trong IDF va am viéc cho Aman, tinh béo quan doi. C6 ciing 1 chau gai ctia Gilah Shamron. C5 tin vio viée bao vé
ranh gioi, va dap tra bang viéc tAn cong tra diia mbdi khi Dina virgt qua in ranh. O chd ngdi ciia Dina bay gior i mot & gidy nho trén d6 ¢6 ghi dong chir:
Cau cho ching ta khong bao gioy phéi trd lai noi niy. That ngdy tho, Gabriel nghi. Déang 18 Dina phai biét rd dap an hon ai hét.

Anh tiép tyc di tham quan lai can phong. Trong goc van 1a nhing thiét bi vi tinh 151 thoi khong ai thém di chuyén. Trude khi tré thanh dai ban doanh ctia
nhém Khaled, phong 456C chi I noi chita db cii va nhitng thiét bi dién tir 16 thoi, thuong duge cac nhan vién truc dém bién thanh chdn hen ho lang
man. Nhitng dong chit bang phin trén bang do Gabriel viét vin con d6. Anh hau nhur khong doc diroc minh da viét nhing gi. Anh nhin Ién birc twong
dén ddy anh cta nhimg thanh nién Palestine. Mot birc trong d6 thu hit sy chit y ctia Gabriel, mot cau bé dau doi non bé ré con vai quang khéin dang ngdi
trén 1ong A’one: Khaled al-Khalifa tai dam tang cha minh. Gabriel d4 giét Sabri, va ciing d giét Khaled.

Anh d& hét cac bire anh cii xudng va thay vao chd d6 14 hai birc anh m6i. Mot bire 14 hinh ctia mbt ngudi dan ng ¢ ving rimg niti Afghanistan. Bire thir
hai 14 anh cuia ctng nguoi dan 6ng d6 mic 4o khoac bang catsomia va doi non ni ding trude nha mot ty phi ¢ Paris.

Nhém Khaled bay gidr da tré thanh nhom bin Shafiq.

Trong bon muroi tam tiéng dau, Gabriel va Lavon m viéc mot minh. Vao ngy thir ba ho c6 thém thanh vién mdi la Yossi, mt nguoi dan 6ng cao hoi co
dang dap ctia mot nha tri thirc ngudi Anh. Rimona va Yaakov dén vao ngay thir tu. Yaakov mang theo sang tir Tong hanh dinh Shabak mot hop day tai



liéu vé nhitng tén khing bd da tin cong xe ctia Shanron. Dina I ngudi dén cudi ciing, Véc dang nho nhén, toc den, ¢6 da dimg trén dudng Dizengoff &
Tel Aviv vao ngay 19/10/1994 khi mt ke danh bom liéu chét Hamas da bién chiéc xe buyt s6 5 thanh ¢d  quan tai cho hai muroi mdt ngudi. Me va hai
chi em gii cua O ndm trong s6 nhing ngudi bi giét; Dina bj thurong rat néng, va bay gio bude di ctia ¢ van con hoi khip khleng C6 da duong dau véi
mét mét bang céch trd thanh mot chuyén gia vé khing bd. Dina ¢6 thé ké lai thoi gian, dia diém, danh sach nguoi chet trong bét ctr hoat dong khing bd
ndo da timg xay ra voi Israel. C6 An c6 di n6i voi Gabriel ring ¢6 biét 16 bon khing bd con hon bon chiing biét v& chinh minh. Gabriel tin 1i ¢6.

Ho bét dau phé.n g:éng nhiém vu. Ahmed bin Shafiq va hoi Huynh dé’Allah 1a dia ban cua Dina, Yaakov, va Rimona, trong khi d6 Yossi tham gia cing
I_:gwon timkiém vé Tap doan AAB. Gabriel lam viéc m0t minh, it nhat 1a trong hién tai, vi anh da tu giao cho minh nhiém vy ma khong ai ganh ti, I3 timra
bat ctr buc tranh ndo da ttrng dugc Zizi al-Bakari ban hay mua.

Ngay niy qua ngay khac, nhing birc tudng ctia phong 456C bét dau phan anh nhimg két qua thu duge. Trén mdt bure tuong, dan dan hién ra nhiing
phac thao d4u tién v& mot mang ludi khing bd chét nguoi duoc din dat boi mot bong ma. Bang tit ca kha ning ctia minh, ho lan theo du vét cude hanh
trinh dai ctia bin Shafiq qua nhing JAn d6 mAu ctia bon Hoi gido cuc doan. Bét cir noi ndo ¢6 van dé, duong nhu & d6 ¢ mit bin Shafiq dé phéan phat
tién ban dau ctia  Ardp Xéut va quang ba Wahhabi & nhiéu nude: Afghanistan, Libang, Ai Cap, Algeria, Gioocdan, Paklstan, Chechnya, Bosnia, va di
nhién, chinh quyen Palestine. Tuy nhién, ho khong phal 1 khong c6 nhitng dAu mdi quan trong, vi khi thure hién hai cude tan cong, bin Shafiq va hoi
Huynh d¢ da dé 16 ra hon mdt t4 danh tinh ¢6 thé dleu tra dé tim mdi lién hé va do ra nhitng ngudi quen. Di nhién ¢6 ca Ibrahim el-Banna, thy t& Ai Cap
da chét, va Gido s Ali Massoudi, ngudi chuyén tuyén md va phét hién nhan tai.

Trén birc twong ddi dién 1 mang lwdi khéac cia Tap doan AAB. Trong khi sir dung nhitng nguon tur liéu cong khai va bi mat nhu viy, Lavon ton kha
nhiéu cong sirc dé tim hiéu cac 14t cat trong dé ché tai chinh clia Zizi va tap hop nhimng micng ghép khéc nhau gidng nhur tp hop céc manh 1di rac ctia
mot cb vat. O trén dinh mang hrdi AAB, bén dudi la mang ludi tai chinh phirc tap gdmnhitng cong ty con va cac vo boc ma Zizi sir dung dé mo rong
anh hudng dén moi ngdc ngach trén dia cAu trong nhitng diéu kién bi mat gan nhu hoan hao ctia Tap doan. Véi phén 1on cong ty dang ky ¢ Thuy Siva
quan dao Cayman, Lavon vi Zizi 1 chién binh tai chinh bi mat, c6 kha ning tAn cong bat cir ic nao nhung lai tranh duoc rada do tim cta ke thi. Bat
clnp sur lon manh ctia dé ché ctia Zizi, Lavon van két luan nhimng khoan tién nay c6 ngudn gde khong 1o rang. “Khong thé giai thich nhitng khoan tién
kéch xi1 Zizi c6 duge sau ndy 1 thu nhap tir nhitng dau tur ban dau ciia 6ng ta”, ong giai thich. “AAB I binh phong ctia Hoang toc Ardp Xéut . Con vé
viée ging tim Ahmed bin Shafig trong h¢ thong tai chinh nhu nhitng chiéc voi bach tudc ciia Zizi, Lavon vi viée ndy voi viée tim mot cdy kim trong sa mac
ctia Ardp. “Khong phai 1 khong thé”, anh néi. “Nhung ngudi ta c6 thé chét vi khat trong khi dang ¢b ging”

Yossi phu trach didu tra v& mét nhn sy clia Zizi. Anh tap trung vao mdt nhém khé nhd kim viée trong tong hanh dinh Geneva ctia Zizi & Thuy Si, cing
v6in6 14 nhitng cong ty toan von hay diroc AAB kiém soat hoan toan. Mic du vay, anh danh phén 1on thdi gian dé tim hiéu vé doan phu ta dong déo cia
Zizi. Nhirng birc anh ctia ho ching bao lau da duoc dan chi chit trén birc twong & chd lm viée cia Yossi, d6i dién v6i mang hrdi khing bd ctia bin
Shafiq. Nhiing birc anh m6i dugc giri dén mbi ngiy vi Yossi | giam sat di chuyén ctia Zizi trén khip thé giéi. Zizi dén tham dyr cude hop & Luan Don. Zizi
16i chuyén voi nhig nha san xuét xe hoi & Stuttgart. ZlmngamcanhBlenBo tir khach san moi thanh 1ap tai Sharm el Sheik. Zizi khanh thanh nha may
Kkhir mudi & Yeman. Zizi duoc nhan giai thuéng nhan quyén tir mdt nhém Hoi gido & Montreal c6 website dang 101 kéu goi cong khai hiy diét mrdc
Israel

Goc phong cia Gabriel la noi tra 4n hoan toan tach khoi finh vire khiing bd va tai chinh. Bire tudng chd anh ngdi khong dan hinh khuon mt nhimg tén
khing b hay inh dao céc cong ty ma dan hang ta hinh chup tranh theo truong phai An tuong Phép. Trong khi Lavon va Yossi mét ca ngy luc loi hd so
va nhitng ban in tir méy vi tinh, Gabriel lai it tirmg t trong cac quyén catalog cfi, cac tai lidu chuyén khao vé trudng phai An trong, va nhiing méu tin cit
tir bao md ta thanh tich ctia Zizi trong thé gidi nghé thuat.

Dén cubi ngay thir muoi, Gabriel da quyét dinh anh s& cai nhan vién vao Tap doan Thénh chién nhur thé no. Anh dén bén nhitng birc hinh duge cat dén
trén trong cla Yossi va nhin mot tam anh don. Trong tam anh la mit ngrdi Anh giy hoc héc, toc mubi tiéu ngdi ké Zizi sau thing trude tai budi dau gia
nghé thuat Puong dai va An twong tai nha dau gia Christie. Gabriel do tam anh gjo 1én cho moi ngudi cing thay. “Nguoi dan ong ndy phaira di”. Sau d6
anh g01 cho Adrian Carter trinh bay ké hoach du dinh thdm nhap vao gia toc Zizi nhu thé ndo. “Béy gio tat ca nhimg gi cau can B mdt birc hoa va mot
cd gat”, Carter két luan. “Cu tim birc hoa. Toi s& mang ¢ gai dén cho cau’

Gabriel roi khoi dai 1§ King Saul sém hon thuong 18 mot chit va li xe dén Ein Kerem. C6 nhiéu vé sy im lim canh gic bén ngoai khu chim séc dic biét
cua trung tim Y t¢ Hadassah, Shamron dang ¢ mot minh khi Gabriel budc vao. “Dira con trai di hoang cudi cung ciing chiu dén thdm t61”, giong 6ng cay
déng. “Thét may chiing ta 1a nhitng ngudi thude sa mac. Néu khong chic cau d dit toi Ién tang bang troi roi day t6i ra bién”

Gabriel ngdi xudng ké bén girong, “Toi da dén day it nhit nira ta an”.

“Khi nao?”

“Pém khuya, khi dng da ngi say”.

“Cau dung nhin t6i? Giéng Gilah va cac bac s§? Tai sao cau khong dén thim ban ngiy gidng nhitng ngudi binh thudng khac”.

“Dao nay toi rat ban”

“Thi tuéng con khong qué ban dén mire khong thé dén tham toi trong gior hop 1. Shamron, vi ¢6 khong thé di chuyén do b6 bt, liée xéo Gabriel day
gian dit. “Ong ay bao vdi t6i rang dng da cho phép Amos tim ngudi dung dau Luc lugng Péc nhiém dé céu co thoi gian chay viéc vat cho Adrian Carter
va nuée My”.

“Toi thiy | 6ng khong dong y voi chuyén nay”.

“Hoan toan khong dong ¥, Shamron nhim nét lai mdt ic 1u - Jiu dén mirc Gabriel phai lo ing liéc nhin may moc ké bén giudng ong, “Than ai ndy lo”,



cuél ctng 6ng cat tiéng. “Ching ta tir im viéc ctia minh. Chiiing ta khong nho ai gitip, va ciing khong gitip ai giai quyét nhimg van dé do chinh ho gy nén.
Chéc chan ching ta khong lam ngurdi gifip viée cho Adrian Carter”.

“Ong dang trén giudng bénh thay vi tai ban lam viéc trong van phong Chinh phu. Chinh didu nay khién Ahmed bin Shafiq ciing tré thanh vén dé cua toi.
Hon nira thé gioi da thay d6i, Ari. Ching ta can hop tac dé ton tai. Nhitng quy tic cii khong con dimg vimg nira”. Shanron nhéc canh tay diy 6ng va
day nho chi vé phia ly nurée bang nhyra trén ban dé canh ti. Gabriel dura ly 1én mdi cho Shanron udng nude bing dng hit.

“Cau im vy ndyy vi yéu ciu ctia ai?”’. Shanron hoi. “Ctia Adrian hay cap ndo d6 cao hon?”. Khi Gabriel im king khong tra 1bi, Shanron gidn dir ddy coc
mrét:fa. “Cau du dinh doi xir Vg'ri t61 nhur ké tan phe a? Toi van 1a co van dic biét ciia Thi tudng vé nhiing van dé€ c6 lién quan dén an ninh va tinh bao.
Toi van a...”. Gigng 6ng nhd dan trong mét moi.

“Ong van & memuneh’”, Gabriel ndi hét cau giiip 6ng. Trong tiéng Do Thai, memuneh ¢ nghia 1 nguwdi chiu trdch nhiém cao nhét. Trong nhidu nim danh
hiéu nay danh cho Shanron.

“K¢ cau dang san dudi khong phai la mot thang bé ndo d6 & Nabuls nita, Gabriel. Cau dang nhéim dén Ahmed bin Shafiq va Zizi al-Bakari. Néu c6
chuyén khong 6 on, ca thé gii s& do ap xubng cau, tir nhimg, Liic d6 Adrian Carter ban c4u s& khong c6 it dé vire cau ddy dau. L& ra cau nén hoi y
kién ctia toi. Toi da am cong viéc ndy vai lan roi”

Gabriel thd d4u ra hanh lang yéu cau céc nhan vién bao vé tit cac hé théng gidm sat hinh va am thanh. Sau d6 anh ngdi xuéng ghé ké bén girdng ghé
miéng vao tai Shanron ké ong nghe moi chuyén. Anh nhin ctia Shamron lic ndy tré nén chia y hon. Khi ong dit cu hoi dau tién, Gabriel nhé lai hinh anh
ngudi dan ong sit da budc vao cude sdng clia anh thang 9 nam 1972.

“Cau da quyét dinh chon mit nguoi phu ni?””

Gabriel gat dau.

“Cau s& phai can mdt ngudi c6 cau chuyén dang tin moi c6 thé chng lai sy soi moi ctia nhirng nhén vién an ninh dwoc tra lrong cao clia Zizi. Cau khong
thé ding ngudi ciia ching ta, cmgkhongthe dimg mdt ¢b gai Do Thai khong phai i ngui Israel. Néu Zizi ngd ring hin dang nhin thiy mot c6 gai theo
Do Théi gido, hén s& tranh xa ¢6 ta. Cau can mot ngudi khong theo dao”.

“Didu t6i can”’, Gabriel ni, “La mit co gai My,

“Cau du dinh kiém c6 gai d6 ¢ dau?”

Gabriel tré 10 bang mot tir ngin gon khién Sharron cau may. “Toi khong thich céi y nghi réng ching ta phai chiu trch nhiém vé digp vién ctia ho. Néu
c6 chuyén gi khong 6n thi sao?”

“Chuyén gi khong 6n?”

“Moi thir””, Shamron tra 1i. “Cau biét diéu ndy rd hon ai hét”.

Trong Shamron c6 v& mét moi. Gabriel vian nhd dén ngu.

“Cau dinh lam gi?”” Shamron héi. “Poc truyén dém khuya cho t6i nghe a?”

“T6i dinh ngdi v6i dng cho dén khi dng ngir”.

“Gilah s& lam viéc 4y. V& nha nghi ngoi di. Cau can nghi ngof”.

“T6i s& ngdi thém modit ic”

“V& nha di”, Shamron ndi lai. “C6 ngudi dang chd & nha rit mong gip cau’”.

Hai muroi phit sau, khi Gabriel qugo vao dwong Narkiss, anh thy dén dang bt trong cén ho ctia minh. Anh ddu chiéc Skoda tai khic quanh va bude
nhe 1én 161 di dan vao toa nha. Khi anh rén rén dat chin vao can hd, khdng khi trong nha tran ngdp mili vani. Chiara dang ng6i bat chéo chan trén ban
trong 4nh dén lam viéc sang l6a cua anh. Nang quan sat k§ Gabriel khi anh bude vao, sau d6 nhin mbt vong quanh cén phong trude kia ttrmg 1 phong
khach duoc trang tri rat dep.

“Em thich nhitng gi anh da lim v6i noi ndyy, Gabriel a. Xin dimg noi voi em i anh d4 quéing ludn chiée girong ngi”.

Gabriel lic dau roi hon nang,

“Anh ¢ thanh phd bao lau?”, nang hoi.

“Séng mai anh di 17

“Ciling nhu thuong I, em chon thoi diém that hoan hdo. Anh s& di bao 1Au?”



“Kho n6i ni”

“Anh dua emdi cting dugc khong?”

“Lan nay khong duoc”.

“Anh s& di dau?”

Gabriel bé Chiara Ién va it dén.

Ban dang doc truyén Ngwoi Pura Tin duoc tai mién phi tai ww.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 12

Chuong 13

Luin Don

Téi can mdt birc Van Gogh, Julian”.

“Aima khong cAn, ban thin mén”.

Isherwood kéo ¢b tay 40 Ién nhin dong hd. Bay gidr I murdi gio sang. Gio nay moi ngdy anh dang c6 mt tai phong trién m tranh, chir khong phai di dao
doc theo cong vién Thanh James. Anh ding bude mot lat ngam dan vit boi trén mat nude tinh kng vé phia dao. Gabriel ding co hoi ndy dao niit quanh
cong vién xem ho ¢6 bi theo ddi khong. Sau dé anh ndim khuyu tay Isherwood kéo vé phia duong Ky Binh.

Ho 12 mdt cap khong tuong ximg, giong nhur nhitng nhén vét dén tir nhimg birc hoa khéac nhau. Gabriel méc quén jeans den va di giay ém khong gay ra
tiéng dong khi di chuyen Tay anh thoc vao tiii 4o khodc ngoai bang da, vai i nghiéng vé phia trrde, con d6i mit xanh dao khép cong vién. Isherwood, lon
hon Gabriel mudi lim tubi va cao hon anh vai cen-ti-mét, mac bg vest soc tring va 40 khoac ngoai i bang len. Nhiing lon toc mudi tiéu xoa ra bén ngoai
¢b 4o khoac, né nang Ién rdi ha xudng theo mdi i nhip sai budc dai nhung khong chac’chan C6 didu gi d6 chénh vénh trong dang di ctia Julian Isherwood.
Nhur moi khi, Gabriel luén phai cudng lai mong muon tho tay ra giit anh ta lai cho chéc.

Ho da biét nhau 30 nam Céiho dﬁx chit Anh-Isherwood va déng ngudi cao 1éu nghéu dic trung ciia dén Anh da gitp anh ta che gidu sy thuc trdi
nguoc. Julian ¢ quoc tich va hd chicu I3 & Anh, nhung sinh 6 Pirc, durge nudi dang‘ér Phép va theo dao Do Thai. Chi nl?t vai nguoi ban tin can biét
rang hoi nho Isherwood dugc hai nguoi chin ctru xir Basque dua qua nii Pyrenees day tuyet phi sang nude Anh ti nan. Réng cha anh, mjt ngudi ban
tranh i tiéng ¢ Paris tn Samuel Isakiwitz, da bi gict tai trai tir than Sobibor ctng me. C6 mot viée khac Isherwood cting giau nhimg nguoi canh tranh
trong the gioi nghé thuat Luan Bon - va hau hét nhitng nguoi khac. Trong thuét nglr cta Van phong, Julian Isherwood la sayan, mt nguoi ing ho tr
nguyén theo dao Do Thai. Anh dugce Shamron tuyén md véi li do duy nhat: giip xay dung va duy tri vé boc ctia mdt di€p vién duy nhat rat dac biét.
“Ngudi ban Mario Delveccio ctia t6i sao 16i?” Isherwood hoi.

“Bién mét khong con déu vét”, Gabriel néi. “Toi hi vong vu bai 16 ctia t6i khong giy cho anh khé khin ndo”.

“Cho dén gio van chua c6 g,

“Khong c6 1oi don dai ndo trén dudng? Khong c6 cau hoi kho xir no trong cac cude du gia? Khong nhan vién MI5 ndo ghé tham?”’

“Y cau mudn hoi nhimg ngudi & Luan Don c6 xem toi nhur 1 diép vién dic hyc cua Israel khong 42

“D 4 Vay 5.

“O mit trin nay moi thir rét yén dng. Nhung thét ra lic d6 ching ta ciing khong phé trurong mdi quan hé voi nhau nhidu. D6 khong phéi la phong cach
cua cgu. Cau khong pho truong ve bat cir dicu gi. Cau la mét trong vai nha phuc che tranh gioi nhat the gidi, vdy ma khong ai bict dieu nay. Thét tiec™.

Ho dén goc duong Great George. Gabriel chuyén hudng sang bén phai vao Li di 1ong chim
“Ai biét v& ching ta & Luan Don, Julian? Ai biét anh c6 mbi quan hé chuyén mdn voi Mario?”
Isherwood nhin hing cay rii xudng doc vé dudng. “Thét ra i rat #t nguoi. C6 Jeremy Crabbe tai Bonhars. Anh ta van rit gin dir voi cdu vi cau da iy

birc hoa Rubens truréc miii anh ta”. Isherwoob dit ban tay dai xurong xdu Ién vai Gabriel. “C6 ngwoi da dat mua bire tranh ndy. Tat c4 nhing g toi cAn
la ve”.
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“Toi da quét vécni lén bire tranh hom qua trude khi roi Jerusalent”, Gabriel néi. “Toi s& ding mbt trong nhitng cong ty chuyén phat hing d4u dé nhan
duoc n6 cang nhanh cang tot. Anh s€ ¢d birc tranh vao cudi tuan. Tién the, anh ng t6i 150 ngan bang”.

“Hoba don giri trong thur, ban than mén”.
“Con ai nita khong?”. Gabriel hoi. “Con ai khéc biét vé ching ta?”

Isherwood suy nghi mdt lat. “Ga Oliver Dimbleby xéu,xa’ ', anh noi. “Cau nho Oliver khong? Toi gioi thiu cau voi hén tai nha hang Green khi ching ta
dang ding bira trra. Mot nha ban tranh nho khong may danh tiéng ¢ duong King, Han da tirng c6 1an nai t6i ban lai cho han phong trién am tranh”.
Gabriel van con giit tim danh thiép dat vang hom Hinh ma Oliver da nhét vao tay anh. Khi d6 Oliver hdu nhu khong nhin vé phia anh. Oliver 1 nhur thé.
“Toi da gitp Crabbe nhiéu trong nhitng néim qua”, Isherwood ndi. “Nhimg kiéu gifp do ma ching toi khong thich n6i dén trong nganh. Con dbi véi
Oliver Dimbleby, t6i da giip han don dep sach s& dong bay nhay han tao ra v6i mbt ¢6 bé lam trong phong tranh minh. T6i nhén ¢ bé i nghiép vao.
Cho ¢6 bé mot cong viee. € ta bo toi qua nha ban tranh khac. Nhimg 6 gi cta t6i ¢6 ndo cling thé. Toi 6 gi khién phy nit bo di nhi. Toi la muyc tiéu
dé chinh phuc, chac vay. Han phu nit s€ nhin thay di€u nay. Cho ctia cdu cling thay the. Va Herr Heller chac chan ciing khong la ngoai I§”.

Herr Rudolf Heller, mdt ngudi dau tur riii ro dén tir Zurich, I mdt trong nhitng bi danh wa thich nhét ctia Shamron. D6 chinh 1 tén dng dimg khi tuyén md
Isherwood.

“Nhén tién, ong sao rdi?”’

“Ong giri dén anh 1vi chio”.

Gabriel ha mét xudng nhin via hé dmu6t. Mot con gi6 lanh tir cong vién thdi i rung cudn n tir dudi chan ho.
“T6i can mdt birc Van Gogh'”, Gabriel nhéc lai.

“Puoge rdi, t0i da nghe ciu ndi vé didu ndy rdi. Van dé 1 t6i khong c6 bite Van Gogh ndo. Néu cau quén thi t5i nhéc lai cho cau nhé, phong tranh
Isherwood chi chuyén vé céac bac thay thoi xura. Néu cdu muon mot bure theo truong phai An tugng, cdu phai di cho khac”.

“Vay bédo cho toi biét toi c6 thé tim birc d6 & dau’.
“Trir phi cau dy dinh an trom, hién tai trén thi truong khong c6 bire ndo - it nhit theo toi biét 1a vay’”.

“Nhung khong ding thé, ding khong, Julian? Anh c6 biét vé mjt birc Van Gogh. Céch day ca thé ky anh ¢6 ke cho t0i nghe mdt lan - cau chuyén vé
btrc tranh trudc day chua ai biét ma cha anh da thay ¢ Paris gitra hai cudc chién”.

“Khéng chi minh cha t61”, Isherwood no6i. “Toi cting da thély birc tranh. Vincent v& birc ndy & Auvers trong nhirng ngay cudi ctng ctia doi ong. C6 1o )
don bure tranh ndy 6 the lam hur hai thanh danh 6ng. Van d€ la birc tranh khong dé ban, va c6 1€ ching bao gio duoc ban. Gia dinh do da ndi véi toi rat
10 ho khong dy dinh chia tay voi birc tranh. Ho rat kién quyét va mudn gitt bi mat vé sy ton tai ctia burc tranh”.

“K¢é t6i nghe lai cau chuyén di”.

“Bay gio 61 khong co thoi gian, Gabriel. Toi co cude hen Iac 10 gio 30 phut tai phong tranh”.

“Huy cude hen di, Isherwood. K& toi nghe vé bire tranh d6”.

Isherwood bang qua cau thang b bac ngang qua hd vao phong trung bay tranh ciia anh trong cng vién St. James. Gabriel thoc tay sau hon vao tii 40
khoac budc theo anh.

“Cau da phuc ché tranh 6ng 4y bao gi chira?”. Isherwood hoi.

“Vincent a? Chura bao gio”.

“Cau biét bao nhiéu v& nhing ngiy cudi doi ctia ong?”

“Cling nhu mi nguor”.

“Vé van, Gabriel. Dmg dong vai ké ngdc vai t6i. Bo éc cau gidng Tir dién Grove vé Nghé thuat”.

“Lic d6 1a mia he¢ ndm 1890 phai khong?”

Isherwood gat d4u vi vé ddng ¥ ctia mdt chuyén gia. “Cau tiép tuc di”.

“Sau khi Vincent roi bénh vién tim than & Saint-Rémy, ong dén Paris dé thiaim Theo va Johanna. Ong thim mdt vai phong tranh va trung by, va dimng lai

tai ctra hang ban dung cu v& Pére Tanguy dé kiém tra mot vai birc vai vé 6ng ct ¢ do. Ba ngay sau 6ng bt ddu cam thiy chén noi ndy, vi thé ong Ién tau
di Auvers-sur-Oise, mt noi cach Paris hai nuroi dam. Ong nghii Auvers 1a noi li trong, rang canh dong qué yén tinh s€ rat thich hop voi cong viée sang



tac, va n6 van gan Theo, ngudn mach kinh t& va tinh cam ctia 6ng, Ong thué phong & nha tro Café Ravoux va nhd bac sy Paul Gachet theo ddi sirc
khoe”.

Gabriel ném tay Isherwood va cing nhau ho lao qua 1n xe ¢ trén dudng Mall tién vao duong Marlborough.

“Ong bit d4u v& ngay Hp ttrc. Phong cach ciing nhur tAm trang 6ng trd nén binh finh va diu dang hon. Sy budn buc va bao lwc dic trung trong hiu hét
céc tac pham ciia ong & Saint-Rémy va Arles khong con nifa. Stre sang tao ctia 6ng manh me dén mirc kho tin. Trong vong hai thang & Auvers, 6ng da
v& hon tAm muroi tac pham. Mdi ngay mdt burc. C6 vai ngiy dén hai birc”.

Ho queo vao dudng King. Gabriel dot nhién démg sing lai. Ngay trude miit ho, di doc trén via hé v& phia 10i vao nha ddu gia Christie & Olver Dimbleby.
Isherwood queo gap vao duong Bury va tiép tuc tir cho Gabriel dung lai.

“Khi Vincent khong cam co v&, ngudi ta  thuong thdy 6ng tha thén trong phong riéng ¢ trén nha tro Caf® Ravoux hay ngdi choi tai nha Gachet. Gachet I
ngudi goa vo hai con, ciu con trai 15 tudi va ¢b con gii vira budc qua tudi 21 khi Vincent dén Auvers 67,

“Marguerite”.

Isherwood git dau. “C6 1a mdt ¢b gai xinh dep, va rat say mé Vincent. C6 dong y ngdi lim méu cho ong - khong may 1 khong c6 sy dong ¥ ciia cha
minh. Ong v& c6 trong vudn cua gia dinh, méic dam trang”.

“Birc Marguerite Gachet trong vuon”, Gabriel ndi.
“Khi cha ¢6 phat hién ra, 6ng ndi con 16i dinh”,
“Nhung ¢6 van lam mau cho 6ng”.

“Puing vay”, Isherwood tan thanh. “Birc v& thir hai la Marguerite choi dan piano. C6 4y ciing )guét hién trong birc Trong rirng c6 hai bong nguol, mit tac
pham mang tinh trong trung su sac duge mdt vai st gia nghé thuat cho 1 10 tién doan cai chét cta chinh 6ng. Nhung t6i tin d6 chinh 1 Vincent va
Marguerite sanh bude doc theo 161 di trong nha tho — d6 14 linh cam ctia Vincent vé dam cudi”

“C6 bire v& thr tur vé Marguerite 427

“Marguerite Gachet tai ban trang dién”, Isherwood diip. “Bire dep nhét trong s6 ndy. Chi vai ngudi biét dén sy ton tai ctia n6 hogc d timg dugc nhin
thiy nd. Vincent v& burc ndy vai ngdy trude khi chet. Sau d6 né bién mat”.

Ho budce 61 duong Duke va di qua 16i hep vao san lat gach c6 tén goi A Mason’s Yard. Phong tranh ctia Isherwood chiém mdt gian nho theo kiéu
Victoria & goc xa, nimkep giita cong ty van chuyén nho ctia Hy Lap va quan ruou toan nhitng ¢d gai xinh dep l4i xe tay . Isherwood chuin bi bang
qua san vao phong tranh thi Gabriel néim ve 40 anh kéo di theo hudng nguoc lai. Khi ho di quanh san bing qua nhitng chd ram lanh l&o, Isherwood noi
V& cai chét ctia Vincent.

“Vao t6i27/7, Vincent tr6 lai nha tro Café Ravoux va loang choang lén Jau dé vé phong. Ba Ravoux di theo 6ng va phat hién 6ng da bi ban. Bac sy di
nhién 1 Gachet. Ong quyet dinh d€ vién dan trong bung Vincent va cho goi Theo t6i Auvers. Khi Theo t6i budi sang hom sau, ong thiy Vincent dang
nam trén grong hit thude. Ong chét trong ngay hom do™.

Ho budc ra khoanh sén c6 anh ndng mit troi choi chang, Isherwood che miit bang ban tay dai.

“Rét nhiéu cau hoi khong 10i giai dap duoc dat ra vé vu tur tir ctia Vincent. Nudi ta khong 1 ong ly sing ¢ dau, hay dia diém chinh xac ong ti ban
minh. Ciing c6 nhitng cau hoi vé dong hye thiic ddy 6ng lim viée nay. C6 phai vu tu tir | dé cham dirt thoi gian dai chién dau chdng lai bénh dién? Hay
6ng ciing quan vi nhan dugc thur ctia Theo bao ring anh khong thé wira chu cép cho 6ng ciing lic véi vo con ctia anh ta? Hay Vincent quyét dinh ding
mang minh dé khién céc tac phém ciia Gng ndi tiéng va ban chay? Toi chura bao gioy hai ong vi nhitng gia thuyét nay. Toi nghi chuyén nay phai c6 lién
quan dén Gachet. Hay diing hon I v6i con gii ctia Gachet”.

Ho lai budc vao khoang san bi bong ram che phu. Isherwood ha tay xudng.

“Trude ngdy Vincent ti ban minh, ong da dén nha Gachet. Hai ngudi cai 1on dir doi, va Vincent dimg sting de doa Gachet. Pau ki nguyén nhan vu tranh
cai? Sau d6 Gachet n6i ring n6 ¢6 lién quan dén mot bire v&. Toi nghi nguyén nhan 1 vé& Marguerite. C6 1§ ¢6 lién quan dén birc Marguerite Gachet bén
ban trang diém. Pay a mdt tuyét phim, mot trong nhitng birc chén dung dep nhét ctia Vincent. Déng ngdi va bdi canh 16 rang twong trumg cho mot co
dau trong dém tan hon. Mot ngudi nhur Paul Gachet khong thé nio bo qua y nghia hién nhién ctia bure tranh. Néu 6ng da thiy birc tranh - khong ¢ i do
ong chura thy - 4t hin ong da vo ciing gian dit. C 18 Gachet bao v6i Vincent ring chuyén c6 mdt dam cudi voi con gai minh 1 khong thé. Co 18 ong
cam khong cho Vincent dugc v& con gai minh. C6 18 6ng cAm Vincent giip lai Marguerite. Chiing ta biét 2 Marguerite khong c6 mit tai d4m tang ctia
Vincent, nic dit ngiy hom sau nguoi ta thdy ¢6 day nurde mit dit hoa huréng dwong Ién md dng. C6 khong bao gidy két hon, va sdng nhur mdt 4n sy tai
Auvers cho dén cudi doi vao naim 1949”,

Ho bing qua 16i vao phong tranh ciia Isherwood va tiép tuc di.
“Sau cai chét ctia Vincent, nhimg birc v& ctia 6ng trd thanh tai san ctia Theo. Ong chuyén nhing tac phim Vincent da v& tai Auvers vé lwu giir & Pére

Tanguy thudc Paris. Chéng bao lau sau cai chét ctia Vincent, Theo ciing qua doi, va nhing birc hoa tr¢ thanh tai san ctia Johanna. Khong nguoi ba con
ndo cta Vincent mudn ly tac phim cuia 6ng. Anh trai ctia Johanna nghi chiing khong dang gia va d¢ nghi dot nhitng birc hoa nay”. Isherwood noi. “Cau



¢6 tuong twong duge khong?”. Anh lai ddy minh vé phia trude bang sai chén dai. “Johanna ip danh sédch nhiing tic pham va lim viée khong mét moi dé
xdy dyng danh tieng ctia Vincent. Chinh nhé Johanna ma Vincent duoc coi I hoa sividai. Nhung c6 mot sy bo sot quan trong trong danh sach nhirng
tac pham duoc bict dén ctia Vincent”.

“Marguerite Gachet bén ban trang diény”

“Chinh x4c”, Isherwood ddng y. “Pay I tai nan hay sy ¢ tinh? Di nhién ching ta s& khong bao gioy duroc biét, nhung t6i co mdt gia thuyet Toi nghif ring
Johanna biét birc v& da gop phan @Ay nén céi chét ctia Vincent. Dit gi di nita, né duoc ban véi gia ré mat trong vong mot ndm sau cai chét ctia Vincent
va khong ¢6 ai con duogc nhin thdy n6 nita. Py ciing 13 lic cha ti budc vao cau chuyén”.

Ho hoan tat vong di dao d4u tién vong quanh san va bt dau vong di thir hai. Budc di ctia Isherwood chidm lai khi anh ké vé cha minh.

“Trong tim minh bao gt dng ciing k& ngwoi Berlin. Ong mudn ¢ d6 méti méii. Di nhién chuyén nity | khong thé. Cha toi nhin théty dong béo ndi kén nén
mau chong r6i bo thanh pho. Cubi nam 1936, ching t6i da o1 Berlin va chuyén dén Paris”. Anh nhin Gabriel. “Thét khong may 6ng cau khong lam nhur
vay. Ong la mot hoa s§ vi dai. Cau xudt than tir mot gia dinh danh gi, cu bé cua téia”.

Gabriel nhanh chéng thay di chi d&. “Phong tranh ctia cha anh nim trén Rue de la Boétie ding khong?”

“Ding vay”. Isherwood dap. “Rue de la Boétie I trung tim thé gioi nghé thudt thoi do. Paul Rosenberg c6 phong tranh tai s 21. Picasso va Olga song
bén kia san tai sO 23. Georges Wildenstein, Paul Guillaume, Josse Hessel, Etienne Bignou - tat ca moi nguoi déu ¢ d6. Phong tranh ctia Isakowitz nam

ké bén phong tranh ctia Paul Rosenberg, Picasso 1 ‘Chii Pablo” ctia toi. Ong Ay thurong cho t6i xem ong 4y v&, con Olga hay cho i socola dén khi toi
phit ngiy”.

Isherwood cho phép minh mim cuoi trong chdc It, nhung nu cudi 4y nhanh chong nhat di khi anh tiép tuc cau chuyén vé cha minh ¢ Paris.

“Neuoi Bic dép vao thang ndm 1940 bét diu cudp boc. Cha t6i thué Jau dai & Bordeaux bén dia phéan thue phe Vichy va chuyén phz‘i’n lon cac bue
tranh ctia 6ng vé noi nay. Chiing t0i nhanh chéng theo ong. Nguoi Bire vurot qua khu vire khong chiém dong nam 1942, va nhing vu bat b truc xuat
bat dau. Chiing t6i bi ket. Cha t6i trd tién cho hai ngu6i chén ciru xir Basque dua t6i vurot nii tdi Tay Ban Nha. Ong dura t0i mot vai tai liéu dé mang
theo, danh myc cac tac pham va hai quyén nhat ky. D6 14 Ian cuoi cting t6i nhin thay 6ng”.

C6 tiéng coi xe Ion trén dudng Duke; nhitng con chim bd ciu bay tan loan trén khoanh san c6 béng ram

“Mai nhiéu nim sau t6i m6i doc nhitng quyén nhat ky. Trong mdt quyén cha t6i da ké v& mot birc tranh Ong trong thiy & Paris tai nha mot ngudi tén
Isaac Weimberg”.

“Marguerite Gachet bén ban trang dién”.

“Wienberg bao voi cha ti ring Ong ta mua birc tranh tir Johanna khong lau sau khi Vincent chétva da tang vo lim qua sinh nhét. Cha t6i hoi Isaac liu
ong c6 muon ban khong, va Isaac tra 101 1a khdng, Ong dan cha t6i khong duge nhic vé bure tranh cho bat ki ai. Cha t6i da lam theo 161 ong ay”.

bién thoai di ddng ctia Isherwood reo, nhung anh phét 16.

“Vao dau nhirng nam 1970, ngay trude khi toi gap anh, t6i dang di cong tac tai Paris. Toi c6 vai gio ranh rang gilta cac cudc hen, nén quyét dinh dén tim
Isaac Weinberg, Toi dén dia chi & quan Marais duoc ghi trong quyen so tay cua cha t6i, nhung Weinberg khong ¢ do. Ong da mét mang trong chlen
Joan. Nhung ti giip con trai ong, Marc, va ké v6i anh ta vé doan trong quyén nhat ky ctia cha toi. Ban dau anh ta pht nhén cau chuyén, nhung cudi cling
ciing nhurong bo cho t6i xem birc tranh sau khi bét t6i th phéi gitt bi mat ni méii. Toi hoi iéu anh ta ¢6 mubn ban n6 khong, Anh ta tir chdi”.

“Anh chéc chéin ddy [ tic pham ctia Vincent?”

“Khong miy nmy nghi ngo™

“Ké tir hoi Ay dén gioy anh khong quay lai 467

“Ngai Weinberg da ndi ;ét 10 s& khong bao gio ban buc tranh. Toi théy khong can thiét”. Isherwood dimg lai quay sang d6i dién v6i Gabriel. “Buoc rdi,
ban thin mén. T6i da ké anh nghe moi chuyén. Bay gio anh ké t6i nghe chuyén nay 1a nhur the nao”.

“T6i can birc hoa d6 ciia Van Gogh, Julian”.

“Dé am gi?”

Gabriel ndm tay 4o ctia Isherwood dan anh ta vé phia cira phong tranh.

C6 tAmbang giin b dam ké bén cénh cira kiéng c6 bén cai nit v bon bang tén twong tmg. Mot thm béng ghi: PHONG TRANH ISHERWOOD: CHI
TIEP KHACH CO HEN. Isherwood mo cira bang chia khoa va dan Gabriel kn cau thang trai tham xo xac. Trén dau cau thang la hai canh ctra nita. 0]
bén trai la mot dai Iy du lich lam &n khong may phat dat. Ngwoi chi, mbt ¢6 gai gia ten la Archer, dang ng6i tai ban dudi tim ap phich c6 hinh mbt cép
nam nit dang vui vé n6 dua trong lan nudc xanh ngat. Co thu ky moi nhat ctia anh, mdt c6 gai dang thuong tén Tanya, nhin ho cham chu khi Isherwood

va Gabriel bude vao. “Day la 6ng Klein”, Isherwood gidi thiu. “Ong mudn xem vai birc tranh trén Au. Khong ai dwoc phép quiy rdy ching toi. Nhur
vay moi 3 c6 gai ngoan, Tanya yéunmén a”.



Ho budc vao ciu thang méy c6 kich ¢ mdt tram dién thoai, va bAmnit di 1én. Ho dimg sat nhau dén ndi Gabriel c6 thé ngiri thiy mii ruou vang do ti
h6m qua trong hoi tho cuia Isherwood. Mot vai gidly sau, thang miy rung rung dimg lai va canh cira mo ra kéu k&o ket. Phong trung bay cua Isherwood
nira sang nira t6i, chi duoc chiéu sang boi anh mit troi 10i vao qua khung cira s0 trén mii nha. Isherwood ngdi xudng chlec di vang boc nhung ¢ gitra
phong trong khi Gabriel di chAm chdm quanh phong ngim céc bire tranh. Nhing birc tranh gin nhur v6 hinh trong bong t6i nhung anh biét ching rét rd:
btrc Venus cta Luini, L& Thanh dan cta Perino del Vaga, L2 rira t6i Chiia Jesu ctia Bordone, mot burc tranh phong cénh ryc 13 ctia Claude.

Isherwood md miéng dinh cét tiéng ndi nhung Gabriel dura tay én mdi va moc ra tir tti a0 khoac mdt do vat nhin ¢6 vé gidng mot chiéc dién thoai Nokia
thong thuong. N6 that sy | mdt chiée dién thoai Nokia nhung ¢6 thém mdt vai chire ning khong danh cho nhitng ngudi binh thirdng, nhur thiét bi do tin
hiéu GPS va thiét bi c6 thé phat hién sy hién dién ctia may phat tin hiéu. Gabriel di vong quanh phong lan nita, lin ndy niit anh nhin vao dién thoai. Sau
d6 anh ngdi xudng ké bén Isherwood, bang giong nho nhat c6 thé, Gabriel néi cho anh ta biét li do tai sao minh can birc Van Gogh.

“Zizi al-Bakari?”. Isherwood hoi v6i vé khong tin. “Mot tén khing bb khat mau? Cau chic khong?”

“Ong ta khong gai bom, Julian. Ong ta cting khong ché bao bom Nhung 6ng ta tra tién hod don, va ding dé che kinh doanh cua minh dé gitp cho hoat
dong ctia nhitng tén khing bd va van chuyén trang thiét b di toan cau. Trong thé gidi ngay nay viéc ny ciing xAu xa nhur trye tiép thyc hién hanh dong
khiing bb. Tham chi con t¢ hon’”.

“Toi gap ong ta mit Jan, nhung chic ong ta khong nhé. Toi da dén du bira tiéc tai dinh co cua 6ng ta & Gloucestershire. Bira tiéc that vidai Ca bién
ngudi. Chéing thiy Zizi & dau. Ong ta chi xuat hién vio phut cudi gidng Gatsby chét tiét. Pugc vay quanh bdi cac vé s, tham chi la ¢ ngay trong nha
minh. Mot ga ki la. Méic du vy ong ta la nguoi suu tap rét dammé, ding khong? Nghé thuat. Phy nit. Bt ctr cai gl tién c6 thé mua dwoc. Ké san mdi,
t0i nghe nguoi ta ndi vé 6ng ta nhur véy. Toi chua bao gio timg lam &n v6i 6ng ta. So thich cta Zizi khong phai ¢ tranh cta nhimg béc thdy. Zizi thich
truong phai An tong va nhung thc pham hién dai. Tt ca nhimg nguoi Arap Xéut déu nhu viy. Ho khong thich hinh trong Thién Chiia gi4o trong tranh
ctia cac bac thay thoi xua”,

Gabriel ngdi xudng ké bén Isherwood. “Ongﬁta khong c6 bire Van Gogh nio, Julian. Ong ta ¢6 hé 16 rang minh dang tim kiém, nhung khong phai bat cir
burc tranh Van Gogh nao ong ta cling thich. Ong ta nuon mot birc that déc bigt”.

“Theo t6i biét, dng ta mua tranh rét k§ tinh. Qngta ¢6 thé chi hang déng uén, nhung udn chi mdt cach khon ngoan. Ong ta ¢6 bé suru tip sanh ngang véi
mot bao tang, nhung bay gio t6i mdi duge bict 1a 6ng ta khdng c6 tdc phamnao cua Van Gogh'.

“C van nghé thuat ctia 6ng ta |3 mot ngudi Anh tén Andrew Malone. Anh biét ong ta khong?”

“Thét khong may, Andrew va toi biét nhau rat 3. Ong ta ddo bdi rt sdu vao ti tién clia Zizi. Di nghi trén du thuyen cia Zizi. Chiée du thuyén dy to nhue
chiéc Titanic chét tiét. Andrew rat hron leo va co tinh cach do ban”.

“Nhu thé nao?”
“Ong ta an hai bén, ban thin mén a”.
“Y anh 14 sao, Julian?”

“Andrew c6 ban hop dong doc quyen V6i Zizi, ¢6 nghiia 1 6ng ta khong dugc nhan tién tir bat cir nguoi ban hay suru tap tranh ndo. PO 1a cach nhitng dai
gia nhur Zizi chic chin ring 1i tur van ho nhan dugc khong bi anh hirdng boi nhitng mau thun vé quyén lof

“Malone da lam gi?”

“Tbng tién, an hoa hong nurde doP”.

“Anh chic chir?”

“Chéc chén, ban thin mén a. Moi ngudi ¢ dy biiét ring néu mubn im an v6i Zizi, phéi tra tién phi qua ctra cho Andrew Malone”.
Isherwood bong nhién dtmg day di doc phong.

“Vay k& hoach ctia cu la gi? Nhir héin ra khoi 6 béng birc tranh ctia Van Gogh a? Nhi birc tranh truéc miit ong ta va hi vong dng ta cén cau? Nhung
s€ cd diéu gi khac ¢ cudi can cau, ding khong? Mot trong nhitng di€p vién cua cau?”

“Mot thir gan giong vy

“Cau du dinh tién hanh cong viéc ngdng cudng ndy & dau? Theo t6i doan ka & day a2

Gabriel nhin quanh cin phong mot cach hai long, “Biing viy”, anh noi. “Toi s& im cong viéc nay ém tham thoi”.
“To6i so diéu ndy En”

“T6i can mdt ngudi mdi gii”, Gabriel ndi. “Mot ngudi co danh tiéng trong nganh. Mot ngudi ti ¢6 thé tin tudng”



“T6i lam trong finh virc tranh ctia cac bac thiy, khong phai cac hoa sy theo trudng phéi An tuong”.
“Diéu ndy khong anh hudng dén mot thurong vu kin tiéng nhur vu nay”.

Isherwood khong tranh cai. Anh biét Gabriel ndi dung “Cau da tinh dén hiu qua danh cho t6i néu vu im an ctia c4u thinh cong chura? Toi s& 1 ngudi bi
danh dau. T6i cd thé xtr nhitng vu nhu Oliver Dimbleby, nhung bon al-Qaeda khat mau lai 1a mot chuyén khac”.

“Di nhién chiing t6i phéi lo su an toan cho anh sau khi thanh cong’.

“Toi rét thich céch n6i gidm ctia cdu, Gabriel. Cu va Shamron ludn tim cach noi giém dé moi viée nhe nhang hon khi sy that tré nén qua khing khiép.
Ho s€ treo gia 1én dau t6i. Toi phai dong ctra tiém. Phai chay tron”.

Gabriel khong bj lay ddng boi nhimg 1 phan d6i cta Julian. *“Anh khong con tré nifa, Julian. Anh gan két thic con duong ctia minh roi. Anh khong ¢
con cdi. Khong ngudi thira tyr. Ai s& thira ké phong tranh. Thém nita, anh nén suy nghi mot chit vé mirc hoa hong anh nhan dugc trong vu ban riéng mot
tac pham trudc day chua tirng duoc biet dén ctia Van Gogh. Thém vao d6 1a viéc ban nhitng tac pham anh hién c6. Moi viéc con ¢6 thé t& hon nhicu,
Julian”.

“T6i dang hinh dung ra mdt biét thy xinh dep ¢ mién nammurde Phép. Mot céi tén moi. Va mot doi an ninh ciia Van phong cham soc 6i trong lic vé gia”
“Nhé dé danh phong cho to7”.

Isherwood ngdi xubng lai. “Ké hoach ctia cau ¢ mdt 16 hong Ion. Cau s& dé lira o khing bd d6 hon 1 mua birc Van Gogh. Gi st burc tranh d6 van
con la tai san cta nha Weinberg, dicu gi lam cau nghi ho s€ chiu ban n6?”

“Ai néi gi vé viéc ban nhing birc tranh nhi?”
Isherwood mim cuoi. “Téi s& By dia chi cho cau”
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Chuwrong 14

Quan Marais, Paris

Anhnén an cai gi d6”, Uzi Navot noi.

Gabriel lic dau. Anh da an trua trén tau tir Lun Dén.

“An st ct cai do di”, Navot dé nghi. “Anh khong thé dén Jo Goldenberg ma khong an sip ct cai o™,

“T6i khong mudn an”, Gabriel dap. “Mau do sam km t6i lo Fing”.

Navot bao bdi ban cho mdt t6 ngoai hang xtp cti cai do va mdt ly ruou vang do. Gabriel nhiu may nhin ra ngoai cira s0. Conmra In dang x6i x4 roi
xubng nén da lat Rue de Rossiers, troi nhanh chong chuyén t6i. Anh da muodn gip Navot 6 mot noi khéc hon Ia nha hang ndi tiéng nhét trong quén ngudi
Do Thai dong dic nhat & Paris, nhung Navot nhat dinh gip ¢ Jo Goldenberg, dua trén niém tin rang noi tot nhat dé giau cdy thong chinh 1a trong rirng,
“Noi nay lam t6i lo ling”, Gabriel néi nho. “Ching ta di dao di”.

“Trong thoi tiét nay? Anh quén di. Vi lai khong ai nhan ra anh trong bo dang nay. Tham chi ca t6i ciing gan nhur khong nhan ra khi anh budce qua cira”.
Gabriel nhin khuon mit mo' mo phan chleu qua gwong. Anh doi chiéc mii bé ré bang vai nhung soc, deo kinh sat trong khién mét anh chuyén sang mau
ndu, va bo rdu dé gia lAm tang thém nét giy £0 cua guong mit. Anh da dén Paris bang ho chiéu Puc gia dudi tén Heinrich Kiever. Sau khi dén ga Nord,
anh danh hai tiéng di dao doc bd séng Seine dé kiém tra xem minh c6 bi bam dudi khong? Trong chiée i deo trén vai i mt quyén Voltaire son rach
anh mua tai mot bouquet tai Quai Montebello.

Anh quay ngudi nhin Navot. Anh ta ¢6 b vai rdng, tré hon Gabriel vai tudi, toc mau vang du va méit xanh nhat. Theo thut ngir ctia Van phong, anh ta
la katsa, dip vién tac nghiép c6 v boc va 1a s§ quan tinh bao. E}iét nhicu ngdn ngit, cd vé bé ngoai quyen ril, cong vdi vé ngao man bamsinh, Navot da
thdm nhp duoc vao cac nhém khing bo nguoi Palestine va tuyén m) nhin vién trong cac dai st quan Ardp ¢ Tay u. Anh c6 ngudn tin ¢ hau hot cac

Cuc Tinh bao va An ninh chiu u, va quan ly mjt mang hr6i sayanim rong khéip. Anh luon duge danh ban t6t nhét tai phong trong khach san Ritz & Paris
vi ngurdi quan 1y khach san va bdi ban trurdng 1 nhitng ngudi cung cp tin dugc tra tién. Bay gio Navot dang niic 4o khoac ngoai bang vai lanh mau xAm
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va 40 len ¢6 tron mau den, vi danh tinh ciia anh & Paris 1 Vincent Laffont, mdt ngudi chuyén viét vé du lich tr do, qué quén & Breton va hay di d6 day.
O Luan D6n anh dugc biét dén nhur 1 Clyde Bridges, mdt Giam ddc tiép thi nguoi chéu u ctia mdt cong ty Canada kinh doanh phan mém khong néy
tiéng tam. O Madrid, anh 1a nguoi Drc gidu c6 hay la ca ¢ nhitng quan ca phé va quén bar, va thuong di du lich dé giai toa nhitng ganh ning ctia mot
tam hon phire tap khong yén on .

Navot thd tay vao cap iy ra mot bia hd so dat Ién ban trude mét Gabriel. “Trong ndy 6 thong tin v& ngudi so hitu birc tranh Van Gogh ciia anh”, anh ta
161, “Anh xemdi”.

Gabriel can thin md bia ra. Birc anh cho thdy mdt phu nit trung nién hap dan c6 mai toc den gon song, in da ngim ngam, va miii khoam dai. C6 ta cim
chiéc 6 che du va dang budc xudng nhitng bic thang bang da & Montmatre.

“Hannah Weinberg”, Navot n6i. “Bbn muroi bon tudi, khong két hon, khong con cai. Ngudi Do Théi dién hinh. Con mot va khong ngudi than thich. Véi
toc do nay, ching ta s& khong can dén dién tich mot tiéu bang thi ciing du chd cho toan bd dan Do Thai”. Navot nhin xudng budn b, anh tiép tuc an dén
mon g va rau. Anh c6 xu hudng chén nan mdi khi nhéic dén twong lai nguodi Do Thai. “C6 ta s& hiru mdt cira hang thoi trang & Monmatre tai Rue Lepic.
Tén cira hang 1 Lepic. Téi chup bire hinh khi ¢6 ta dang di an trua. Toi c6 cam gidc cira hang duge mo ra vi sé thich ctia ¢ ta hon 1 vi nghé nghiép.
Toi da kiém tra tai khoan ngan hang ctia ¢6 ta. Marc Weinberg dé lai cho con gai rat nhiéu tién””,

BAi ban mang t6 canh cai do (jén dat trude mit Gabreil Ngay lap tirc anh day 16 ra giita ban. Anh chura bao gio wa mii cai d6. Navot bo mdt miéng
banh mi vao mrdc canh va nhan xudng bang thia.

“Weinber 1 mdt nguoi rat thi vi. Ong ta 13 ludt sur rat gioi & Paris. Ong ciing uon déu tranh cho nhimg viée da xay ra. Qng gy nhiéu sirc ép 1én chinh
pht vé viéc thi nhén vai tro cua ngudi Phap trong Vu tham sat. Két qua 1a mt so gidi o Paris khong ura thich 6ng cho lany”.

“Con co con gai thi sao? Quan dieém chinh tri ctia ¢6 1a gi?”’

“C ta | m)t nha xa hoi chiu u 6n hoa, nhung ddy khong phai 1 t9i éc & Phép. C6 cling thira hudng chitt it tinh chién ddu cta ngwdi cha. C6 tham gia
vao nhom chién dau véi chii nghia bai Do Thai ¢ ddy. C6 da gip Tong thong Phap mot lan. Hay nhin bén duéi tam hinh d6”.

Gabreil nhin thiy mt bai cit ra tir tap chi Phap vé lan song chong chii nghiia bai xich dan Do Thai & Phap. Birc anh kém theo cho thiy nhing nguoi phan
d6i dan Do Théi dang di diu hanh qua mdt trong nhing cdy cAu cta song Seine. Pimg dau hing, mang theo bién hiéu c6 ghi dong chir HAY CHAM
DUT NGAY SU CAM GHET, 1x Hannah Weinberg,

“C6 ta da trd vé Israel an ndo chua?”

“ft nhét |3 bdn An. Shabak dang diéu tra & d4u bén kia dé chic chin ring co ta khong ngdi & Ramallah vach ra 4m muru ciing bon khing bé. Téi dam ca
ho s& khong timdugc gi ¢ ¢6 ta. Co ta 1a vang, Gabriel. C6 ta 1a mon qua tir cac vi than tinh bao™.

“S¢ thich tinh dyc thi sao?”

“Pan 6ng, theo nhur ching t6i biét. C6 ta dang c6 quan hé voi mdt vién chire”.

“Nguoi Do Thai?”

“Camon Chua”.

“Cau da vao can hd ctia c6 ta chura?”

“T6i vao d6 ctng mdt ddi neviot”.

Boi neviot chuyén mon thu thip thong tin tir nhirg muc tiéu cimg nhu can hg, van phong, va phong khach san. Bon vi ny thué mot vai nghé nhan dot
nhip va trdm tot nhat trén thé gidi. Gabriel c6 nhitng ké hoach khac cho ho trong vu ndy - di nhién la voi diéu kién Hannah Weinberg chiu xa birc hoa
Van Gogh cia ¢0 ta.

“Cauda théy birc hoa chua?”

Navot git dau. “C6 ta giit n trong phong ngi thoi tho au”.

“Birc hoa trong thé nao?”

““Anh mudn t6i danh gié vé mot birc tranh ctia Van Gogh?”. Navot nhin doi vai rong, “D6 Ia birc v& rét dep vé mdt cd gii dang ngdi bén ban trang diém
T6i khong cé khieu thAm my nhur anh. T6i thich an thit ga va thich xem phim tinh cdm tai rap chiéu phim. Anh khdng an stp kia”.

“T61 khong thich mon stp nay, Uzi. Toi da bao voi cdu 1a t6i khong thich™.
Navot dimg thia ctia Gabriel khudy dé lim nhat mau mon canh do tia.

“Ching t6i da nhin so qua gidy tO ctia ¢ ta”, Navot 161 “Ching toi luc loi ti d6 va ngiin kéo. Ching t6i ciing gai may ghi 4m vao dién thoai va may tinh.
Khong c6 gi la qua can than trong trurdng hop nhur the nay”.



“Theo doi?”
Navot trong c6 vé bi cham tyr ai vi cau hoi. “Di nhién”, ciu ta dap.
“Vay tram nghe & chd nio?”

“Hién tai dang 14 xe tai. Néu c6 ta dong ¥ gitip chiing ta s& can thir ¢b dinh hon. Mot trong s nhitng cau bé thude doi neviot dang di tim quanh khu nay
xemco can hd nao thich hop khong”.

Navot ddy phan thira ctia t6 gi sang mot bén va bt dau tAn cong sang t6 stp ctia Gabriel. Mic di c6 nhimg nét tinh t& ctia ngudi chiu u, vé ban chit
cau van la ndng dan xuat than tir mt trang trai.

“T6i ¢6 thé thiy chuyén nay dang dan dén dau”, cau ndi giira cc 1an hip canh. “Anh s& in theo ddu vét ctia ké xAu, con toi phai mét ca ndm theo doi co
gai. Nhung moi chuyén un nhur vay gitta hai ching ta, ding khong? Anh gianh dwoc moi vinh quang trong khi nhitng ngwrdi lm trén tryce tiép nhur ching
t01 phai lam cong vi€e xic xéng. Chuia oi, anh da ctru dugc Gido hoang, Lamsao mot ké pham phu tuc tir nhur t6i ddm ganh ti voi di€u nay?”

“Ngim miéng lai an stp di, Uz”
L nguoi dwoc Shanron Ira chon khong phéi i khong c6 gia clia nd. Gabriel d3 quen véi sur ganh ti trong cong viée clia cac dong nghiép.
“Mai toi phai roi Paris”, Navot noi. “Toi chi di mdt ngay”.
“Cau di dau?”
“Amos mudn trao ddi véi to7”. Navot dimg lai, sau d6 néi thém. “T6i nghi 1 v& Lurc huong Prac nhiém. Cong viée nmi anh da tir chdi”

Mot sy lra chon dung dén, Gabriel nghi. Navot 1a mit diép vién thire dia tai nang da tham gia vao nhiéu phi vu 16n, trong d6 c6 mot vai vu cong tac voi
Gabriel

“D6 ¢6 phai 14 didu cau mudn khong, Uzi? Mot cong viée tai Dai 1o King Saul?”’

Navot nhiin vai. “Téi da bon ba trdn mac 1au rdi. Bella mudn két hon. Rit kho c6 cude séng 6n dinh khi anh sdng nhu thé nay. Nhidu sang thirc ddy toi
khong biét cudi ngay minh s& & dau. Toi ¢6 thé diém tim & Berlin, an trua & Amsterdam, va ngdi tai dai 1o King Saul vao nira dém dé bao céo véi Giam
ddc”. Navot mim cudi dong 16a véi Gabriel. “Day k diéu ngudi My khong bao gids hiéu durgc vé ching ta. Ho dit s§ quan tinh bao vao nhitng cai hop
nh6 va va vao ¢ tay ho khi nhitng ngudi ndy budc qua vach. Van phong khong bao gio nhur viy. Chura bao gioy nhur vy Diéu nay khién day ki cong
viée Vi dai nhat trén thé gidi - va li do tai sao Cuc ciia ching ta lim viée t6t hon ho nhidu. Ho s& khong biét cach lim gi v6i mdt nguoi nhur anh”.

Navot da chén mon stp. Anh ta ddy t0 siip qua bén kia ban, dé trong c6 vé nhur Gabriel da an t canh ndy. Gabriel gio tay dinh Ky ly rrou, nhung anh
lai thoi. Anh vAn con bj nhirc du do di xe lra va thoi tiét Am udt & Paris, thém vao d6, ruou kosher cé mii ntur nude son pha lodng,

“Nhung cong viéc nay dé lai hau qua ddi véi hon nhin va cac mdi quan hé clia chiing ta, ding khong Gabriel? Bao nhiéu ngudi trong s ching ta ly di?
Bao nhiéu ngudi cap bd khi di lim viée? It nhit néu t6i lam viée & Tel Aviv, t6is& & gan nha hon. Van ¢6 nhiéu chuyén di do cong viéc nhung it hon i
ndy. Bella co mdt noi gan bii bién & Caesarea. Cudc séng s rat thi vi”. Navot lai nhin vai. “Hay nghe t6i. Toi dang cu xtr nhu thé Amos da dé nghi toi
lam cong viéc d6. Nhung thue ra Amos chura noi gi. Tat ca theo nhur t6i bict 1a dng ta triéu toi vé dai 1o King Saul dé sa thai tor”.

“Dimg ngd ngan thé. Cau i ngudi c6 kha néng nhét cho cong viée nay. Cau s i sép toi, Uz”

“Sép anh? Cho t6i xin. Khong ai 1a sép ctia anh ca, Gabriel. Chi c6 ng gid”. Vé mit ctia Navot dot nhién tr& nén nghiém tic. “Ong Ay nhur thé nao r6i?
To1 nghe ndi 1a khong dugce tot lam

“Ong 4y s& 6n thoi”, Gabriel trdn an.
Ho im king khi ngudi bdi dén don ban. Poi anh ta da rdi di, Gabriel dura tap hd so cho Navot. Anh ta bo n6 lai vio trong cap.
“Anh dy dinh [Am gi v6i Hannah Weinberg?”

“To1 du ’dinh yéu cau cd ta‘nhé burc hoa tri gid tdm muroi tri¢u d6 ra. Toi phai ndi voi co ta sy that - hay i nhét mot phé.n su that. Sau do ching ta s€ phai
gidi quyet nhitng hiu qua v€ an ninh”.

“Céch tiép can nhur thé ndo? Anh dy dinh s& nhay mia mdt chut hay di thing vao van dé?”
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“Toi khong khiéu vii, Uz. Téi chura bao gior ¢ thoi gian dé khiéu vir

“ft nhét anh ciing khong phii thuyét phuc c0 ta tin anh  ai. Nho vao cyc An ninh Phép, moi ngwoi dan ¢ Paris déu bit tén va khudn it ctia anh. Anh
muon bat dau khi nao?”’

“Tbi nay”.



“Néu vay thi anh may nin day”.

Navot nhin ra ngoai cira s6. Gabriel nhin theo 4nh it anh ta va thiy mdt ngudi phu nit toc den dang di trén rue des Rosiers dudi chiéc 6. Anh dimg
day, lao ra phia ctra ma khong n6i mét 1oi. “Dung lo, Gabriel”. Navot ty n6i voi minh. “T6i s€ lo thanh todn hoa don

D;:?n cudi dudng, Hannah Weinberg queo trai 101 bién mét. Gabriel dimg lai & gbe phé nhin nhitng ngudi dan ong Chinh Thong gido nic 4o khodc den
xEp hang vao gido dudng Ion cau kinh buoi toi. Sau d6 anh nhin xuéng rue Pavée va thay bong Hannah Weinberg dan di khuat vao nhimg cho t6i. Co
dimg lai trude 161 vao mot can ho chung cur va tim chia khoa trong chiéc tiii xach tay. Gabriel di vé huéng cin hd va dimg lai cach c6 vai bude, ngay khi
tay ¢o dua ra chuan bj tra chia vao .

“Thua c6 Weinberg?”

Co6 quay lai diém tinh nhin anh. Trong bong t61, miit ¢6 anh 1én sw binh than va thong minh. Chéng biét ¢6 c6 giat minh vi s tiép can cta anh hay khong,
bdi ¢ khong dé 16 dicu nay.

“C6 Ia Hannah Weinberg, dung khong?”’

“T6i ¢6 thé lam gi cho ong, thua 6ng?”

“T6i can su giup dd ciia ¢6”, Gabriel dap. “Toi tur hoi khong biét liéu ching ta 6 thé ndi voi nhau vai 1oi & chd riéng tur dwoc khong?”’
“Chiing ta c¢6 quen nhau khong, thua 6ng?”

“Khong”, Gabriel dap.

“Néu véy thi im sao t6i ¢6 thé gip ong dwoc?”

“S& tién hon néu ching ta ban chuyén ny & chd riéng tur, thura 6™,

“T6i khong c6 théi quen vao chd riéng tur véi dan 6ng la, thura ong. Bay gioy xin phép ong’”.

C6 quay nguoi di va dua chia vao 6 khoa lan nita.

“Chuyén nay | vé birc hoa ctia ¢d, thra c6 Weinberg. Toi can n6i chuyén véi ¢d vé birc hoa Van Gogh”.
C6 ctng ngudi lai va nhin anh mot An nita. Anh mét cta c6 van diém tinh.

“To1 rzfit tiéc phai lam ong thit vong, thira dng, nhung t6i khong c6 birc tranh nio ctia Van Gogh. Néu 6ng mubn ngim vai tic phim ctia Vincent, moi
ong dén béo tang d’Orsay”.

C6 lai nhin di chd khac.

“Marguerite Gachet bén ban trang diény” , Gabriel diém tinh n6i. “Birc hoa durgc ong ¢6 mua tir Johanna, ngudi vo' goa cua Van Gogh, va ong c6 da ting
cho ba ¢6 Am qué sinh nhat. Ba ¢ cd nét gidng voi co Gachet. Khi co con bé, birc v& treo trong phong ngii ciia cd. Toi can tiép tuc ké khong?”

Vé diém tinh ctia ¢6 bién mét. Khi cit tiéng lai sau mot khoang thoi gian yén king vi sting so, giong cd c6 vé bat ngd. “Lam sao 6ng biét vé birc v&?”
“T6i khong dugc phép tiét 167,

“Di nhién Ia khong”. C6 n6i cau nay voi muyc dich king ma. “Cha t6i ludn canh béo v6i t6i rang mit ngiy ndo d6 s& c6 mot gi budn tranh ngudi Phip
tham lam ¢b géing cudp bure tranh khoi t6i. Birc tranh nay khong dé ban, va néu né bi mit, t6i chic chin s& m ta vé 6ng voi canh sat”,

“T6i khong phai la ngrrdi budn tranh - va ciing khong phai 1a nguoi Phap”.
“Vay thi ong 1 ai?”, ¢6 hoi. “Ong mubn Am gi voi bue tranh ciia 612
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Quén Marais, Paris

San trong ti va ving ngudi, n6 chi duoc chiéu sang bang anh dén ciia nhig can hd bén trén. Ho bang qua sin trong yén king va tién vao sanh, noi co
thang méy theo kiéu cii dang cho sin. C6 khong ding thang méy mi di thang bd 1én Jiu bén. Trén d4u cau thang 1 hai canh cira to simg sting bang gd
gu. Cénh cira bén tay phéi khong c6 bang tén. C6 mo cira din anh vao nha. Gabriel cht y dén chi tiét c6 bam mat mé vao ban phim trude khi bat dén
1én. Anh cong nhén ring Hannah Weinberg rét gioi gitt bi mét.

Pay 1 mdt cin hd 16n, ¢6 tién sanh trang trong va thur vién 1ndi véi phong khach. P06 dac cb xura ndim yén king trong Iop vaiboc bang kim tuyén phai
méu, rém cira bang vai nhung day treo trén cac cira s6, va mot chiéc dong hd bang ddng gia vang sai gio dang chay tich tic trén mit 1 swoi. Con mit
chuyén mon cua Gabriel thiu tom ngay lap tirc sau birc tranh bang dau rt dep treo trén tuong. N6 tao nén an tuong ring ca mdt ky nguyén da troi qua.
Thét ra Gabriel ciing khong ngac nhién im néu nhu anh c6 tréng thiy Paul Gachet dang ngdi doc bao bén anh dén khi.

Hannah Weiberg ci 40 khoac, sau d6 di vao nha bép. Gabriel tin dung co hdi ny quan sat thur vién. Nhiing quyén sach ludt boc da xép trong nhitng t
sach bang go trang trong c¢6 ctra kinh. Trong day ¢ thém nhi€u burc tranh - phong canh binh thudng, ngurdi dan 6ng cudi ngua, tran chién trén bien -
nhung khong c6 gi chirng t6 kha nang ngudi chil dang sé hitu mdt bire tranh that lac cia Van Gogh.

Anh quay vao phong khach khi Hannah Weinberg tré lai tir nha bép cling chai Sancerre va hai ci ly. C6 dira Gabriel cai chai cing d6 mo ndp r6i chim
ch nhin d6i ban tay anh khi anh mo nit chai. Trong c6 khonglﬁp dan nhu & trong bire hinh ctia Uzi. Co I& day I tro hod trang anh sang cua Paris, cling
¢6 thé ngurdi phy nir ndo trong ciing s& hip dan khi dang budc xuong bac thang & Monmatre. Vay len xép nep va 4o len day che giu mot than hinh ma
Gabriel nghi ]a mip map. Long may cta ¢6 rat ramkhlen Kkhuon mét ¢6 nhudm nét trang nghiém. Khi ¢6 ngdi nhur thé ndy trong can phong duoc trang tri
theo kiéu xura, trong co gia hon tudi bon muroi bon rét nhidu.

“T6i rét ngac nhién khi thiy 6ng & Paris, 6ng Allon. Lan cubi toi doc tén ong trén bao, ong van dang bi canh sét Phap truy ni dé tham tra”,
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“T6i e rang bay gio ho van con dang truy n
“Nhung 6ng van dén ddy chi dé gip ti? Viéc ndy 4t hin rit quan trong”

“Plng vy, thura c6 Weinberg”.

Gabriel rét ddy hai ly ruou, dua c6 mot ly, va ning ly ctia minh 1én chiic trong im ling. C6 ciing lim giéng anh, sau d6 dwa ruou lén mbi.

“Ong c6 biét sau vu danh bom, moi chuyén ¢ Marais dién ra nhu thé nao khong?”. C6 tyr tra 10i cau hoi ctia minh. “Tinh hinh rét cing thing, Ngudi ta
d6n thdi ring viée nay 1 do nguoi Israel im. Ai ciing tin vao 16i don dy. Khong may 1 chinh pha Phap rat chim chap trong viéc giai quyét tinh trang
trén, ngay ca khi da biét ddy chi 1 11 ndi di. Con chéu ctia ching t6i bi danh dap trén phd. Cira nha va cira tiém ctia chiing t6i bi ném da. Nguoi ta xit
1én céc birc twong Marais ciing nhu cac khu khac nhitng 101 18 kinh khing. Ching t6i phai chiu dung tat ca chi vi nhitng diéu da xy ra tai nha ga xe lira
d6”. C6 nhin anh soi méi, tira nhu mudn xem anh c6 phéi diing 1 nguoi trén béo va truyén hinh khéng, Nhung ong ciing phai chiu dung, ding khong? Vi
chinh vo 6ng cling bi kéo vao vu nay?”

Su thing tlﬁ’}n trong cau hoi ctia Hannah Weinberg lam Gabriel ngac nhién. Ban ning dAu tién ctia anh 14 n6i doi, la che gléu sur that, lai cude tro chuyén
trd lai chi dé ma anh ll_Ia’Ch(_)Il. Nhung day Ia mot vu :[uyén md - mdt vu tuyén nf) hoan hao, Shamron‘luf)n ndi, vé ban chat 1a mot sy quyen rii hoan hao.
Khi mdt nguoi dang quyen ril nguoi khac, Gabriel nhac chinh minh, anh ta phai tiét 16 mot chit gi @6 vé ban than.

“Ching du t6i vao ga Lyon bang cach bt coc vo to7”, anh ké. “Muyc dich ctia ching 1a giét chét ca hai ching ti, boi nho nurde Israel va lim cho moi
chuyén tré nén i t& ddi véi ngudi Do Théi & Phap”,

“Ching da thanh cong. . . trong mjt khoang thoi glan ngan, it nbét 1 nhw vay. Bmg hiéu Am t6i, 6ng Allon, moi viéc van con tdi t& ddi voi ching toi &
day. Chi la khong t€ nhu nhitng ngiy sau vy 1nd bom”. Hannah Weinberg nhap thém mdt chit ruou vang, sau do bét chéo chén va chinh lai cho thing
nhing nép gAp trén vay. “Cau hoi ndy ¢6 vé l mdt cAu ngd ngan, vi toi da bict ong im cho ai, nhung sao 6ng biét vé bire tranh Van Gogh ctia t6i?”

Gabriel im king mot liic, sau d6 anh tré 1oi ¢d chan tht. Hannah nhoén migng cudi khi nh6 lai chuyén viéng thiim cuia Isherwood dén can ho nay ba muoi
nam veé trude.

“To6i nght t0i nh¢ anh ta”, ¢6 n6i. “Mot ngudi rt cao, dep trai, ddy quyén il va duyén dang nhung lai ciing khé d& ton thuong”. C6 dimg lai, sau d6 noi
thém, “Giong nhur 6ng”.

“Quyén rii va duyén dang khong phai 1 nhitng tir danh cho t67”.
“Con d& bj t6n thurong thi sa0?”. C6 hoi mim cudi v6i anh. Ny cudi Bim diu bét nhitng nét nghiém khéc trén khudn mit co. “Tét ca ching ta ai ciing dé

bi t6n thurong & mdt mirc ndo do6, ding khong. Thim chi mbt ngwrdi nhur anh ciing viy. Nhirng tén khing bo timra chd d& bi ton thurong, va da khai thac
diéu ndy. D6 13 diéu ching thanh thao nhit. Ching khai thac tinh dimg dén, sur ton trong cude séng ctia mdi nguoi. Chiing san tim nhiing thir ching ta yéu

quy”.
Navot néi ding, Gabriel nghi. C6 ta A mén qua tir cac vi than tinh bao. Anh dat ly én ban. Hannah dai mit theo timng ctr dong ctia anh.

“Chuyén gi xay ra vi nguoi dan ong tén Samuel Isakowitz?”. C6 hoi. “Ong ta song sot chir?”



Gabriel lic dau. “Ong 4y va vo bi bat gjit & Bordeaux khi ngudi Drrc hanh quan Ién phia nany”.

“Ching giai ho dén dau?”

“Sobibor”.

C6 hiéu y nghiia ciia tir d6. Gabriel khong can phai n6i thém didu gi.

“Con 6ng co thi sao?”, anh hoi.

C5 nhin vao ly Sancerre mot liic trure khi tra 1i. “Jeudi Noir”, ¢6 ni. “Ong c6 biét tir nay khong?”

Gabriel git dau trang nghiém. Jeudi Noir. Thir Nam den t5i.

“Sang ngdy 16 thang 7 nam 1942, bbn ngan canh sat Phép ap vao Marais va nhiing quin khéc ctia ngurdi Do Théi ¢ Paris v6i énh bat hai muroi bay ngan
nguoi Do Thai nhdp cur tir e, Ao, Ba Lan, Lién bang X6 Viet, va Cong hoa Séc va Slovakia. Cha va 6ng ba ti ¢6 trong danh sach. Ong biét day,
6ng ba i c6 ngudn gdc tir quan Lublin & Ba Lan. Hai nguoi canh sat g0 1én canh cira cuia chinh can ho nay cam thay thurong hai cha t6i va bao ong chay
di. M6t gia dinh Thién Chiia gi4o & 1u bén dudi nhan cép dudng 6ng, va 6ng ¢ d6 cho dén ngay giai phong, Ong ba t0i khong may mén nhur vAy. Ho bi
giri dén trai tam giam & Drancy. Nam ngiy sau d6, mt chiéc xe bit kin dura ho dén Auschwitz. Di nhién ddy ki diu chAm hét ddi véi ho”.

“Con bic Van Gogh?”

“Khong c6 thoi gian dé thu xép cho birc tranh, va 6ng t0i khong cam théy tin tuong bt cir ai ¢ Paris. Chién tranh ma, 6ng biét dy. Ngudi ta lira gat lan
nhau chi vi mjt doi tat hodc nhing diéu thude 4. Khi 6ng t6i nghe tin nhitng nguoi bit bo sip dén, ong Ry birc tranh khoi gid d va giau dudi tAm van
trong thur vién. Sau chién tranh, cha ti phai mét nhidu ndm moi ldy lai dugc can ho. Mot gia dinh nguoi Phap da chuyén dén & sau khi ong ba toi bi bét,
va ho rat ngan ngtr khong muon tra lai mdt can ho xinh xan 6 rue Pavée. Ai co thé trach ho dugc?”

“Cha ¢6 ly lai quyén s¢ hitu can hd vio ndm nio?”

“Nam 1952”.

“Mudi nini’, Gabriel n6i. “Vay ma birc Van Gogh van con & d6?”

“O ngay chd ong t6i da cit gidu, phia dudi nhimg tim van trong thur vién”.
“That dang kinh ngac”.

“Diing vay”, ¢d dap. “Birc tranh da ¢ lai trong gia dinh Weinberg hon mot thé ky, vuot qua chién tranh va cudc tham sat. Bay gior ong lai yéu cau toi tir
bo nd”.

“Khong phai Ia tr bo”, Gabriel dap.

“Thé thi la thé nao?”

“T6i chi can. ... Anh ding lai, tim tir thich hop. “T6i can thué n6”.

“Thué birc tranh? Bao lau?”

“T6i khong thé néi trude. C6 I mit thang. C6 16 sau thang, Hay mot ndm hoac 1u hon’”.

“Vinmuc dich gi?”

Gabriel khong sin sang tra 161 cu hoi ctia ¢6. Anh nhiit néip chai ruou Ién va ding mong tay cao 16p boc da rach.

“Ong c6 biét birc tranh d6 trj gi bao nhiéu khong?”, ¢ hoi. “Néu ong yéu cu toi dura n6 cho ong, thim chi trong mdt thoi gian ngiin, ti tin réing minh
¢6 quyen bict li do tai sao”.

“C cb quyén”, Gabriel n6i, “Nhung c6 nén hiéu ring néu t6i néi cho 6 biét sur thét, cude sdng ctia ¢b s& khong bao gior nhur cit”

C0 d6 thémruou vao ly va dp ly rurgu vao ngwdi ma khong uong, “Céch day hai nam, o6 mot vu tAn cong dc bigt nghiém trong tai Marais. Mot céu be
theo Chinh Thong gido bi mbt nhom thanh nién Nam Phi tan cong khi dang di tir truong vé nha. Ching dot toc céu va khéc chir thap ngodic Ién tran cau.
By ity cdu van con vét theo. Chiing t6i to chirc mdt cude biéu tinh dé gay sirc ép én chinh phi Phap budc ho phai lam mot diéu gl do gai quyet tinh

trang bai xich ngudi Do Thai. Khi ching t6i dang diéu hanh trong de la République, c6 mdt cude biéu tinh chdng lai ngudi Israel dé phan phéo. Ong co
biét ching thét diéu gi vao mit ching t6i khong?”

“Céi chét s& dén v6i ngudi Do Thar”.

“Ong c6 biét chinh phi Phap ndi gi khong?’



“Khdng c6 viée bai xich ngudi Do Thai & Phap”.

“K¢é tir ngaty d6, cude sdng cta t0i chira bao i trd lai nhur trude kia. Thém nita, nhu ong ciing thdy ddy, toi rat gioi gitt bi mat. Hay ni cho t0i biét tai
sao 6ng muon birc Van Gogh cuia t6i, 6ng Allon. Va ching ta ¢6 the di dén mdt thoa thuan nao do”.

Doi theo ddi neviot d6 xe ngoai ria Parc Royal. Uz Navot g0 tay hai Jan Ién ctra kinh va duoc don vao ngay lap tirc. Mot neviot dang ngdi ding sau tay
lai. Mot ngudi khac ngdi phia sau, chom nguoi Ién ban diéu khien dién tir voi tai nghe deo trén dau.

“Chuyén gi dang dién ra?””. Navot hoi.
“Gabriel d dua c6 4y vao tim ngini”, ngudi trong doi neviot néi. “By gior anh Ay chudn bi ra tay”.

Navot deo cap tainghe vao va bt nhip cau chuyén tir doan Gabriel ké v&i Hannah Weinberg vé cach thirc anh s& ding burc tranh ctia ¢6 dé Jan theo
dau vét nguoi dan ong nguy hiém nhat trén the gioi.

Chia khoa durc gidu trong ngin kéo dau tién ciia chiéc ban viét trong thur vién. C6 ding chia khoa mo can phong phia cudi trong hanh lang tdi om Can
phong dang sau phong ndy I phong tré con. Phong ctia Hannah, lanh Io do lau khong c6 ngudi 6. Giuong bbn coc voi chiée man ril. Céc ké chat day
tha I]h()l bong va dd choi. Birc 4p phich c6 hinh mdt nam dién vién ngudi My lim thdn thire bao trdi tim. V2 treo trén ban trang diém, nim khuét trong
bong t6i, 1 bire v& bi lac ctia Vincent Van Gogh.

Gabriel di chuyen chim chim Ién phia trurée va dimg yén trude bire tranh, tay phai daé dusi cam, dAu hoi nghiéng vé mot phia. Sau d6 anh dua tay ra
nhe nhing An theo nét v& phong khoang, DAy 1a nét co ctia Vincent - Gabriel chéic chén vé dicu ndy. Vincent dang bi lira thiéu chdy. Vincent dang yéu.
Nha phuc ché tranh binh tinh danh gia nuc tiéu ctia minh. Birc v& trong c6 vé nhu chwra bao gior duoc lau chii. N6 bi 16p bui ban bam va c6 nhiing vét
nit ngang - theo nhur Gabriel doan thi day 1a két qua cta viée bi cudn lai qua chit bdi Isaac Weinberg dém trurde Jeudi Noir.

“T6i nghi chiing ta nén ban bac vé& chuyén tién nong”, Hannah n6i. “Julian nghii bre tranh ny s& mang vé bao nhiéu?”’

“Vao khoang tam muroi triéu. Toi da ddng y dé anh ta gitt murdi phén triim hoa hdng nhur 1 tién dén b vi da tham gia vu nay. Phén con lai ctia s6 tién s&
duoc guri cho ¢6 ngay ap tirc”.

“Bay muroi hai tri¢u d6 1a?”

“Nhiéu hogc it hon vai triéu, di nhién”

“Khi cong viéc ctia cac 6ng két thic thi sao?”

“Toi s& Iy lai birc tranh cho ¢6”.

“Ong dy dinh lam viéc nay nhu thé nao?”

“Cb clr dé viée nay cho toi, cO Weinberg”.

“Khi 6ng tra burc tranh lai cho t6i, chuyén gi s& xay ra v6i sb tién bay muroi hai triéu d6 la? Ma quén, nhiéu hoc it hon vai triéu d6 chur, di nhién ro7”.
“Cb ¢6 thé giit tién 1ai. Thém nita, t6i & tra cd tién thué. Nam triéu do duoc khong?”

C6 mim cuoi. “Nghe ¢6 vé dugc ddy, nhung t6i khong ¢6 y dinh giit s6 tién d6 cho minh. Toi khong mudn tién ciia bon ching”,

“Vay c6 dy dinh lam gi v6i sb tién nay?”

C0 ndi véi Gabriel y dinh ctia minh.

“T6i thich chuyén nay ddy”, anh dap. “Nhur vAy i ching ta thoa thun chir, c6 Weinberg?”

“Vang”, o tra 1oi. “Toi nghi la chiing ta da thoa thuén voi nhau™.

Sau khi rdi cin hd ctia Hannah Weinberg, Gabriel dén cin ho an toan cta Van phong gin Bois de Boulogne. Ho theo ddi ¢6 ba ngay. Gabriel chi nhin
théy hinh chup theo ddi c6, va nghe giong c6 trong may thu. M&i budi tdi, anh ¢b ging tim trong cac cudn bang d4u hiéu ciia sur phan boi hay bt can,
nhung anh chi thiy s trung thure noi ¢6. Vao dém trude khi ¢ chun b giao bure tranh, anh nghe c6 khdc thim va nhén ra ring c6 dang noi o1 chia tay
voi Marguerite.

Navot mang birc tranh vé buéi sang hom sau, boc trong cai chén cti cdu ta muron ¢ can hd cia Hannah. Gabriel tinh giri bre tranh vé Tel Aviv béng
dudng buu dién, nhung cubi ctng lai quyét dinh tyr minh mang n6 ra khoi nuée Phap. Anh ]ay birc tranh ra khoi khung, sau do ldy khung cing miéng vai
v& ra. Khi cudn birc tranh lai can thn, anh nghi vé Isaac Weinberg dém trude Jeudi Noir. Lan ndy, thay vi duoc gidu dudi tim van, nd s& duge cit an

toan trong ngiin bi mét cta vali ctia Gabriel. Navot ché anh dén ga Nord.

“Mot di€p vién tai tram Ludn Pon s€ doi anh & Waterloo”, Navot ndi. “Anh ta s€ dua anh t6i Heathrow. O do ELAl dang doi anh. Ho s€ dambéo anh



khong gp ric r6i v6i hanh i ctia minh”,
“Camon, Uz. Anh s& khong con phéi thu xép moi chuyén cho t6i nita”.
“Toi ciing khong chiic vé chuyén nay Fni”.

“Moi viée khong ém xudi chd Amos 4?”

“Rat khé biét 6ng ta dang nghi gi”

“Ong ta ndi gi?”

“Ong ta bao Ong ta cn vai ngiy dé suy nghi cho k§7”.

“Cau khong nghi 14 dng ta s€ trao cho cau cong vic d6 ngay chi?”
“T6i ciing khong biét minh nghif gi nita”.

“Purng lo, Uz. Cau s& nhan dugc viée nay thor”.

Navot ngimg xe lai tAp vao & duong cach ga mot day nha.

“Anh s& n6i tot cho t0i tai dai 16 King Saul chir, Gabriel? Amos thich anh”.

“Sao cau co suy nghi nay?”

As A LA A arss A e . N , "
v b . v .
“T6i c6 the thay duoc dieu d6”, cau ta noi. “Moi nguoi ai ciing thich anhy

Gabriel ra khoi xe, Hy vali khoi ghé sau va mit hit trong nha ga. Navot ché tai khiic cua niim phit sau gids khoi hanh theo lich trinh, sau d6 I4i xe hoa

minh vao dong xe c9.

Can ho chim trong bong 61 khi Gabriel v&. Anh bt dén halogen Ién va cam thiy nhe nhdm khi thdy phong v& ctia minh van chura bi dung dén. Chiara
dang ngdi trén girdng khi anh bude vao phong ciia ho. Toc nang mdi gdi va vén ra dang sau boi day budc bang nhung. Gabriel théo day budc ra va coi
nit 40 ngu clia nang, Birc tranh nam ké bén ho khi ho lam tinh v6i nhau. “Anh biét ddy”, nang noi, “Hau hét dan 6ng trd vé nha tir Paris déu mang vé

khan choang c6 Hermes va nude hoa”.

Chudng dién thoai reo ic nira dém. Gabriel tra 10i trrde khi chudng kip d6 hoi thir hai. “Toi s& c6 mét & d6 ngiy mai”’, anh n6i sau mdt It va ctp méy.

“Ai vay?”. Chiara hoi.

“Adrian Carter”.

“Ong ta muén gi?”

“Ong ta mu6n anh dén Washington ngay ap tirc”.
“C6 chuyén gi & Washington vay?”’

“Mot co gai”, Gabriel dap. “Carter da tim duoc cd gai”.
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“P6 I vi cac ludng gid xody mia thu””, Carter ndi ra vé hiéu biét. “Ching im cac chuyén bay tir chiu u kéo dai thém it nhat hai tiéng dong hd so v6i binh
thuong”.

“Israel khong nim & chéu u, Adrian. Israel & Trung Dong”

“Théit vay sao?”

“Ong c6 thé hoi Giam dbc ctia minh. Ong Ay s& giai dap thic méic cho 6ng”.

Carter ném cho Gabriel c4i nhin khinh khinh, sau d6 dira it trd lai con duong truée mit. Ho dang lai xe Vé phia Washington doc theo duong vao
Dulles trén chiéc Volvo cii nét ctia Carter. Carter mic 40 khoac thé thao bang nhung ke soc ¢6 nhiing miéng va trén khuyu tay. Cach mac d6 cing cb
thém dang vé gido sur ctia ong ta. Chi con thiéu mbi tii xach bang vai va mdt cde ca phé. Ong dang lai xe dudi tdc d6 giéi han va nhin ién tyc vao kinh
chiéu hau.

“Chiing ta bi theo dubi a?”. Gabriel hoi.

“Canh sat giao thong”, Carter dap. “Ho rat nghiém ngit trén doan dudng nay. Cau ¢ gip réc rdi gi & chd kiém tra hy chiéu khong?”

“Khong”, Gabriel n6i. “Thét ra ho ¢ vé vui khi thiy 61",

Pa qué quen véi thai d6 khé chiu ciia nhitng ngudi Israel co nhiém vu dong dau 1én ho chiéu tai san bay Ben - Gurion, Gabriel ddm ngac nhién voi 16i cu
xtr hiéu khéch ctia cac nhAn vién hai quan My. Va d6 van 1 diéu lam anh khé hiéu vé dat mrde ndy, cho dén tan by gio.

Anh nhinra clra s0. Ho da roi duong phd vio khu Dulles va bay gio dang lai xe qua McLean. Trude ddy anh moi dén Virginia mjt lan, mot chuyén di
ngin dén can nha an toan cta CIA nam sau trong mién dét ciia ngwa gin Middleburg, Anh thiy McLean 1 khu ngoai 6 kiéu nu ctia M, gon ging giau
¢6 nhung duong nhu khong ¢6 sire song. Ho bing qua khu thurong mai trung tm quén, sau do denAkhu nha dan ¢6 nhiéu virdn. Nhimg khu nha nay c6
tén 1a Merrywood va Colonial Estates. Mot bang hi¢u duong hién rd dan trede mat ho: TRUNG TAM TINH BAO GEORGE BUSH.

“Ong thyre sy mudn dura t6i dén Tong hanh dinh ddy 4?7

“Di nhién 1a khong”, Carter dép. “Ching ta s€ di vao quan”.

Gabriel hiéu quan 14 cach nhitng nguoi Washington goi ngdi lang nho6 ctia ho ¢ Potormac. Ho bang qua duong cao tdc va di vao ving ddi nii gap ghénh
cung 14 rirng rim. Qua hang cay, Gabriel trong thay nhiing can nha Ion nhin ra cong vién.

“Téncod ta la gi?”

“Sarah Bancroft”, Carter tra 101. “Cha ¢ ta la diéu hanh pﬁp cao cta bd phin qudc té‘ cta Citibank. Sarah dugc nudi néng chi yéu & chau u. C6 4y cam
thay thodi mai khi & nurde ngoai chir khong giong nhu phan 16n dan M. C6 ay ndi nhi€u ngdn ngii, va biét khi nao phai st dung cai nia nao”.

“Hoc van?”

“Cb ta quay lai day hoc dai hoc. P liy bang cir nhan nginh lich sir nghé thuat & Dartmouth, sau d6 hoc thém tai vién My thut Courtauld & Luan Don.
T61 nghi cdu biet vién Courtauld chur?”

Gabriel gt dau. Pay ki mot trong nhirng ngdi trudng uy tin nhét trén thé ioi vé& nghé thuat. Trong nhimg ngudi tot nghiép & truong ndy c6 mdt nha budn
tranh & khu pho James, tén I3 Julian Isherwood.

“Sau khi hoc tai trrong Courtauld, ¢6 Ay ly bang tién sy tai Harvard”, Carter ndi tiép. “Bay gio ¢d 4y i quan Iy tai béo tang Phillips & Washington. N6
la mdt bao tang nho gan. ..

“T6i biét bao tang Phillips, Adrian”.
“Xin 161", Carter n6i that long,

Mot con hurou on dudi tra?mg phong ra tir cac hang cdy trude miii xe ctia ho. Carter nhic chan khoi ban dap ga va nhin con vt nhe nhang chay xuyén
qua khu rirng dang trd toi.

“Piéu gi khién 6ng chi y dén co ta?”

Gabriel hoi nhung Carter khong tra 10i. Ong dang chdm Ién tay Jai quét mét qua nhitng hing ciy doc vé dudng tim thém huou. “Noi ndo ¢6 mdt con,
thuong c6 thém nhiing con khac”.

“Glong nhu bon khiing b &, Gabriel nhin xét. Anh Iap lai cau héi mot Jan nita.

“Sarah Bancrof ndp don xin gia nhap t6 chirc ching t6i sau ngy 11/9”, Carter noi. “C6 ta vira hoan tit hoc vi tién sy, lai c6 bang cip va Iy lich xuét sic,
vi thé ching tdi dwa ¢6 dy vao gap nhing nha tam thin hoc trong phong Nhén sur. Ho cho ¢6 im mdt vai kiém tra, nhung ho khong thich két qua thu
duoc. Co ta qua doc lap vé mit tu duy, ho két ludn. Co 1§ hoi qua thong minh 1a dicu khong tot cho ¢6 ay lam. Khi bi ching t6i tir choi, ¢6 ta beén vao



bao tang Phillips lam viéc”.
“Vay | 6ng d& nghi v6i t6i mdt trong nhiing ngwdi ong timg tir chdi 42

“Tir ndly khong thé 4p dung cho Sarah Bancroft”. Carter dura tay vao tli 40 khoac nhung mau sic s& lAy ra mdt tim anh dua cho Gabriel. Sarah
Bancroft 12 mdt phunit dep ruc 13, toc vang ngang vai, 20 mé rong, mit to mau bau trdi mua hé khdng gon my.

“Bao nhiéu tudi?”

“Ba muoi mot”.

“Taisao c0 ta chua lap gia dinh?”

Carter do du mot chut.

“Tai sao c0 ta chua lap gia dinh, Adrian?”

“Co ta c6 ban trai khi & Havard, mdt luat su tré tén Ben Callahan. Moi chuyén két thuc khong dugc t6t dep Jand”.

“Chuyén gi xay ra voi Ben?”’

“Anh ta Ién chuyén bay téi Los Angeles tai san bay Logan vao sang ngay 11/9/2001”.

Gabriel tra birc anh lai cho Carter. “Zizi s& khong thich thué nguoi bi anh huéng boi vu 11/9. Ong mang t6i dén day ching ich gi ca, Adrian”.

Carter daé tay lén tay ldi. “Ben Callahan 14 ban trai hdi dai hoc, khong phai la chdng. Thém nira, Sarah chua bao gio ké vé anh ta cho ai nghe. Chimng t6i
da mét nhidu cong strc moi moi duge chuyén ny. Co s rang cai chét ciia Ben s8 theo ¢ subt cude doi, ring ngudi ta s& coi ¢ | mdt ba gda & tudi 26.

C6 ludn git kin chuyén nay. Chiing t6i d& d4nh hoi ¢4 tuan nay vé do lan toa cua tin tirc. Khong ai biét”.

“Nhitng tén ch6 séin ciia Zizi con im nhidu chuyén hon I chi dénh hoi, Adriana 3. Néu ching phat hién chit xiu mii 11/9 thoi, ong ta s& ba chan bon
cang chay khoi cd ta”.

“Nhén tién nhic dén Zizi, nha 6ng ta & ngay trurde mit”.

Carter giam tdc do dé queo mot khiic cua. Mot canh cira an ninh bang gach va sat 1on xudt hién ngay trurde mét ho. Dang sau canh cira ki con dudng lat
dai dan t6i mot dinh thu nguy nga nhu mot toa lau dai, mét quay ra song, Gabriel quay mét di khi ho 14i xe qua ng6i nha.

“Zizi s& khong bao gidr biét vé Ben”, Carter noi.

“Ong c6 sin sang dit cuge mang song ctia Sarah vao chuyén nay khong?”

“Hay gap co dy, Gabriel, dé c6 nhiéu can ctr danh gia hon'”.

“T6i da c6 danh gi cta riéng minh. C6 Ay hoan hao”.

“Thé thi van dé la gi?”

“Néu chiing ta pham mjt sai 1am thoi, Zizi s& ném co ta xuéng mdt cai hd rat sdu. D6 chinh 1 van d&, Adrian”.

Viée dot ngdt vao dén trung tim Washington 1am Gabriel ngac nhién. Méi it phit trurée ho con dang I xe trén con dudng néng thon hai lan, chi mot It
sau ho da bo 1 ach trén duong Q bing qua Georgetown trong gidr cao diém budi tdi. Carter, trong vai trd hudng dan vién, chi cho Gabriel nha ctia nhitng
cOng dan ndi tiéng nhét khu vir, Gabriel tira tran vao kinh cira s6, khong thé ¢6 dii himg thit thdm chi chi dé gia vo thich thi. Ho bang qua mdt cdy cau
ngin, canh gic hai bén dau cau A mdt cap tréu In nhung xin méu, sau d6 ho di vao khu phd ngoai giao ctia thanh phd. Ngay khi vira qua dai 1o
Massachusetts, Carter chi mit toa nha thép chuéng bang gach d6 bén trai duong. “Do chinh 1 bao tang Phillips”, 6ng ndi. Gabriel nhin sang bén phai
thiy bre trong bang dong ctia Mohandas Gandhi dang béng qua mdt cong vién hinh tam gidc nho. Tai sao la Gandhi? Anh tw hoi. Ly twdng cua Gandhi
¢6 lién quan gi v6i mang quyén Iy toan cu ctia nrée My ndy?

Carter lai xe qua mot day nha khac va déu lai trong khu vire ) Xe ngoai giao ¢6 gioi han bén ngoai mot tda Pai sir My Latinh nhin ¢6 ve trdm king. Ong
ta van dé may no va khong c6 ctr dong ndo cho thay y dinh muon ra khéi xe. “Khu vue ndy trong thanh phd duge goi Ia vimg binh Dupont”, 6ng gioi
thiéu. “Pay 1a noi dai dién cho nhiing gi ti€n phong & Washington”.

Mot sy quan thude doi Hoat dong Tinh bao gd ngdn tay vao cira s0 xe cta Carter yéu cau ong laixe di. Carter, mit nhin thing phia trude, gio the can
cude Ién, va vién sy quan quay trd lai chd ciia minh. Mot chit sau, ¢6 céi gi d6 trong gurong chiéu hiu thu hit sy chi y ciia Carter. *C Ay t6i rof”, ong
thong bao.

Gabriel nhin ra ngoai ctra xe hoi khi Sarah Bancroft w6t qua. C6 ta dang méic chiéc 4o khoac ngoai mau den fié 16 vong eo thon tha. Mot tay ¢6 xach
cap, con tay kia camdién thoai di dong. Gabriel thoang nghe giong c6 khi c6 di ngang qua. Giong tram, tinh &, c6 chit msac clia nguoi Anh - chic
chan 1a do mdt chiit con sét lai trong thoi gian c6 hoc tai Courtauld va thoi tho au hoc ¢ nhitng trudng quoc t€ & mrdc ngoai.



“Anh nghi sao?”. Carter hoi.

“T6i s& cho 6ng biét sau mot lat nita”.

C6 dén gdc duomg Q va duong 20. O gdc dbi dién a khu dét c6 nhiéu ngwoi ban hang rong trén via hé va hai ciu thang cubn dan t6i tram Metro ¢ bing
binh Dupont. Bén giao thong ¢ trude mit Sarah dang do, nhung c6 khong ngimg lai khi ra khoi khiic cua ma tiép tue bude di. Khi tai xS tic xi bam coi
xe hoi phan doi, ¢ ban cho anh ta mbt cai nhin ¢4 thé lam tan chay nurée da r6i tiep tue cude n6i chuyén trén dién thoai. Sau do ¢6 chdmréi bang qua
ngd tu, budc vao cau thang cuon dé di xuong dudi. Gabriel doi theo day ngudng md cho dén khi cau thang cudn c6 khudt khoi tam mt.

“Ong con hai ngudi nita gidng y nhur ¢6 4y khong?”

Carter moc dign thoai ra khoi tii va bdm 0. “C6 Ay da durge chip thuan”, dng ta néi. Ngay sau d6 mot chiéc Suburban Ion mau den vong qua goc dd
trai luft trén khic duong Q cho thang cuén. Nam phit sau, Gabriel nhin thiy ¢6 lan nita, lan nay dang di lén tir tram Metro phia dudi. C6 khong con noi
chuyén dién thoai, va ciing khong di mjt minh. Hai nhén vién ctia Carter di hai bén, phong truong hop ¢4 thay doi y dinh. Canh ctra sau cta chice
Suburban bat mo, va Sarah Bancroft bién vao trong. Carter khoi dong xe quay trd lai Georgetown.
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Georgetown
Chiéc Suburban mau den dimg lai trrde can nha In kiéu Lién bang trén dwong N 15 phit sau. Khi Sarah di lén nhiing bac thang bé.ng gach do6 hinh

vong cung, ctra dot nhién mo ra va mot dang nguoi xuat hién trén hanh lang. Ong ta ety quan kaki khong nhan va 40 khoac ngoai thé thao bang nhung
€6 mau sic sd voi nhleu rrneng ghép trén khuyu tay. Tia nhin ciia 6ng ta vira lanh king gidng béc sy trong phong kham, vira ¢6 nét to md goi Sarah nh¢ lai

.....

bac sy tAm Iy tur vin ndi budn ma co da di gap sau cai chét ctia Ben. “Toi la Carter”, 6ng ta n6i tira nhur vira sye nh6 ra can phai gioi thiéu minh. Ongta
khong néi day I tén, hay ho, chi ndi ring day I tén that. “Toi khong can ding tén gia nita”, dng néi. “Vi t6i dang c6 mit trong Tong hanh dinh”.

Ong ta mim cudi, ny cudi khach séo, gidng nhur c4i bét tay ngfin khong chéan that. Qng moi ¢b bude vao, va mot an nita lai khién ¢ c6 cam giac 1oi moi
ndy xuat phat tir cam himg chot dén. “Con ¢6 1a Sarah”, ong n6i khi dua c6 di xubng sanh Ion ¢ trung tim “Sarah Bancroff, nguoi quan ly tai bao tang
Phillips danh ting. Sarah Bancroft, ngudi da diing cam ndp don xin lim viéc cho ching t6i nhung da bi tir choi v6i ly do ¢ khong can thiét. Cha cta o
sao 10i?”

C6 ngac nhién vi s thay ddi dé tai dot ngot. “Ong biét cha t6i a?”

“Thire ra t6i chura bao o gip ong dy. Ong Ay im viéc cho Citicorp ding khong?”’

“Ong biét chinh xac cha t6i dang am viéc cho ai. Tai sao 6ng lai hoi vé cha t6i?”

“Dao gin ddy ong iy ¢ dau? Luan Don? Brussels? Hay Hong Kong?”

“Paris”, ¢o tra oi. “Pay 1 chd m viée cudi ciing ctia cha t6i. Nam toi ong s& nghi huu’

“Sau d6 ong 4y s& vé nha chr?”

C6 lic dau. “Ong dy ¢ lai Paris. Cing ¢6 vo moi. Cha me t6i ly di duoc hai nam rdi. Ong ti hon ngay Iap tire. Ong thude dang nguoi coi thoi gian I tién
bac”.

“Conme cd thi sao? Ba dy & dau?”
“Manhattan”.
“C6 c6 hay gap cha khong?”

“Nghi €. Bam cuoi. Thinh thoang hai cha con c6 nhitng budi an trura khong thoai mai Bim khi ong vé ddy. Cha me 6i vép phal rt nhleu phan 601 trude
khi di dén quyét dinh ly hon. TAt ca moi nguoi déu theo phe phan di, nht 12 t6i. Tai sao 6ng lai hoi toi nhitng cdu hoi nay? Ong mudn gi tir. .

“Cb tin vao diéu d6 427, ong ta hoi, cit ngang 1 co.
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“Tin vao diéu gi?”

“Theo phe”.

“Ciing tily trudng hop, t6i nghi viy. DAy ¢6 phai i mot phin bai kiém tra khong? Toi nghi minh da thi truot”.
“Co dau r”’ Carter tra 101 “Diém xuét sic”.

Ho vao phong khéch. Cin phong khong dé bién, dugc trang tri bang nhitng db dac thanh lich giéng nhur trong cac day phong khach san ding dé ban bac
cong viéc lam an. Carter giip c¢d c6i 40 khoac va moi ¢ ngoi.

“Tai sao t01 dugc nhan vao lam viéc?”

“Thé gidi nay hay thay d6i, Sarah. Moi thir ciing thay d6i. N6i ti nghe di, trong trurdng hop ndo c6 nghi theo phe i ding?”

“T6i van chura nghi nhicu vé diéu nay”.

“Chéc chan ¢6 da nght 10", Carter ni. Sarah, Jan thir hai, lai nhur thiy lai bac sy tim Iy ciia minh ngdi trong chiéc ghé banh xde ra nhu bong hoa voi
chiéc cdc bang st dé can bang trén dau gdi, dura suy nghi ctia ¢6 t6i nhitng noi ¢6 khong mudn. “N6i di, Sarah””, Carter dang thiic giuc. “Cho t6i biét
mot vi du khi c6 nghi theo phe 1a ding”.

“T6i tin vao dung sai”’, ¢ n6i, cim hoi héch Ién. “Diéu ndy c6 thé giai thich I do tai sao t6i truot trong ki thi ciia cac ong. Thé gidi ctia céc 6ng i nhimg
mang mau xam, con t6i thich trang den”.

“Pay c6 phai la nhitng gi cha c6 néi khong?”

Khong, ¢b nghi, chinh Ben da chi ra khuyét diém nay cta co.

“Chuyén ny 1 thé nd0?”, ¢6 hoi. “Tai sao t6i lai dén day?”

Nhung Carter van dang suy nght vé nhimg any trong cau tra 10 lic ndy cta co. “Thé con khimg b thi sa0?” 6ng ta hoi, mot Jn nira lai khién Sarah c6
cam nghf cdu hoi ndy vira xuét hién bét chot trong dAu 6ng ta. “D6 chinh 1 didu ti tw hoi. Bon khing bd nim & chd nao trong’ thé gidi dung sai ciia ¢o.
Ching c6 61, hay sur nghiép cua ching I ding dan‘7 Ching ta | nhirng nan nhén v6 i, hay chinh ching ta da tw minh chudc Ay tham hoa ndy? Ching ta
phai ngdi chd thim hoa dén, hay ching ta c6 quyén chong lai bon ching bang tit ca strc manh va sur tire gidn ching ta ¢6 thé ¢6?”

“Toi Ia ngudi quan Iy bao tang Phillips”, ¢6 néi. “Ong thure sy mudn t6i im tho trix tinh v& nhitg nguyén tic dao dirc ctia chi nghia chong khing b 42

“Ching ta haly thu hep pham vi cau hoi. Toi ludn thay diéu ny c6 ich. Ching ta haly Hy vi du vé ngwoi dan ong ki chiée miy bay clia Ben dam vao Trung
tam Thuong mai the gior”. Carter ding lai. “Co nhéc lai cho t6i Ben ¢ trén chiéc may bay nao dugc khong?”

“Ong biét anh 4y di trén chiéc méay bay nd0”, c6 dap. “Anh dy di trén chiéc chuyén bay Thong Nhat 175”.

“Puoc 14i boi...”

“Marwan al-Shehhi”.

“Ching ta héty tam thoi gia sir Marwan al-Shahhi tim duoc cach song sot. Toi biét chuyén ndy i dién khing, Sarah, nhung c6 hy gié str cng t0i
khong tranh cai. Gia str anh ta quay tro lai Afghanistan hay Pakistan hay mdt noi an ndu nao d6 cua bon khing bo. Gia str nhur chiing ta bict anh ta & dau.
Chiing ta nén guri FBI dén ctng voi Iénh bét anh ta, hay li¢u chiing ta nén giai quyet anh ta bang cach hiéu qua hon? Nhiing ngudi méic do den? Luc
lugng Pac nhiém? Hay ding tén Itra dugc phong tir may bay khong ¢ phi cong?”’

“T6i nghi ong d biét toi s& lam gi vi hén ta”.

“Gia str nhur t61 mubn nghe diéu nay tir chinh miéng c6 trude khi ching ta tién xa hon'”,

“Bon khimg bé da tuyén chién voi ching ta”, ¢6 noi. “Chiing da tn cong thanh phd, tan sat dan cur, va ¢d giing lam gidn doan hoat dong ctia chinh phui”.
“Néu véy thi ching ta nén am gi v6i ching?”

“Chiing phai bi nghiém tri”.

“Piéu ny ¢6 nghiia i gf?”

“Nhitng ngudi mic db den. Lire lwong Péc nhiém. Tén kira phong tir méy bay khong ngudi lai”.

“Con gi dimg diing sau cung cAp tién cho bon ching thi sao? Han ta c6 i khong? Néu vay thi dén mirc nao?”

“T6i cho re'mg didu nay phu thude vao vi€e li€u 6ng ta co biét tién dung vao nuc dich g’



“Néu hén ta biét rét 15 tién duoc ding vao myc dich gi?”

“Néu thé thi héin ta ciing ¢6 t6i nhu g da l4i mAy bay ddm vao toa nha”.

“C c6 cam thiy thoai méi - that ra 3 cam thdy minh dtng khi chdng lai mdt ké nhur thé khong?”

“Toi da d& nghi giip d& cach day nam nant’, 6 gién dir noi. “Cac ong bao t6i khong du diéu kién. Céc 6ng bao t6i khong phit hop lam loai cong viéc
ndy. Con bay gio cac dng muon t6i gidap do u?”

Carter khong chit cam xtic khi nghe 1 phén ddi ctia ¢6. Sarah cam thiy toi nghiép cho vo ong ta.

“C6 d& nghi gitip 46 chiing 61, con ching i d6i xir voi co chang ra gi. Toi e rang chi co didu d6 i ching t6i lim giéi nhat. C6 18 t6i nén n6i tiép vé viée
chiing t6i d4 sai lim, hay ¢b ging xoa diu cam xtic ctia ¢b bang mdt 1 xin 16i khong chan thanh. Nhung noi thét, thira c6 Bancroft, ching t01 khong con
thoi gian”. Giong 6ng ta duom ve cang thing ma trude d6 khong 6. “Vi vay toi nghl diu toi can bay gior i mdt cau tra oi thang thén. C6 van mubn gitip
d& ching t6i chir? C6 mubn chdng lai bon khing bd, hay ¢6 thich tiép tuc véi cudc séng ctia minh hon va hi vong diéu nhur thé s& khong bao gior xiy ra
mot lan nira?”

“Chién ddu?”, c6 hoi. “Toi nghi 6ng c6 thé tim ngudi thich hop véi diéu nay hon o1,

“C6 nhiéu cach chdng lai bon ching, Sarah’”,

C6 do du. Carter p day khoang trong im king béng viéc nhin chiim chd ban tay ctia minh. Ong khong phéi loai ngudi ip lai cau hoi hai lan. Ve dieu ny
Ong rat giong cha c6. “Vang”, cuoi cliing c6 noi. “Toi rat san long”.

“Nél} cong viée nay lién quan dén cuc tich bao khéc khong phai a Cyc Tinh bao Trung wong thi sao?”, 6ng ta hoi, tya nhur dang thao ludn vé mdt gia
thuyet xa x6i nao do. “Mot Cuc Tinh béao 1a dong minh chit ché cta ching ta trong trén chién chong lai bon khiing bo

“Hoi gido?”

“Vay Cuyc Tinh bao d6 Ia ctia mrdc nao?”

Carter rt gii lang tranh cau tré 1. Bay gio mot ln niva 6ng ta lai chimg minh diéu ndy.

“T6i mudn €6 gap mot nguoi. Anh ta | nguoi rat nghiém tiic. Co vé hoicangthéng Anh ta s& hoi ¢6 mot vai cau. That ra anh ta s& tim hiéu k§ vé co
trong vai tiéng t6i. D61 ic cau hoi ctia anh ta dong vao nhitng viée riéng tur. Néu anh ta dong ¥, anh ta s& yéu cau co gitp do ching t6i trong mdt cong
viée rit quan trong. Cong viéc nay co nhiéu nguy hiém, nhung rat quan trong ddi voi an ninh nude My, nén nhan duoc sy hd tro hoan toan cta Cuc. Néu
¢6 cam thiy quan tAm, hiy ngdi lai noi nay. Néu khong, héy di ra cira. Chiing t6i s& gid vo nhur ¢d tinh ¢& budc vao nham chd”,

Sarah khong biét Carter xung ho voi anh ta thé ndo, co ciing khong doan duoc anh ta tir dau dén. Nguoi anh ta nho va gly, toc cit ngin kiéu quan doi,
nhung lai bac hai bén thai duong. i mit cia anh ta xanh dén mire Sarah chura timg thiy bao gio. Anh ta ¢6 cach bt tay nhanh giéng Carter, nhung nd
c6 ve thaim do giong cach bat tay ctia bac s§. Anh ta noi tiéng Anh trdi chiy bang mdt giong rat nang, Chac chan anh ta c6 tén, nhung chura tiet 1.

Ho ng01 xudng chiéc ban dai trong phong khéch trang trong, Carter va ngudi hop tac v6 danh ngdi mdt bén, con Sarah ngdi bén kia glong nhu nghi pham
dang ngdi trong phong thdm van. Trong tay nguoi hop tac bay gio la hd so xin vao CIA ctia ¢d. Anh ta dang doc chdm timg trang gidng nhu m6i thay
ching Jan dAu. Cau hoi dAu tién cta anh giong nhur mot 161 budce tdi nhe.

“C6 viét luAn van tién sy tai Harvard vé d& tai Cac hoa sy Biéu hién ctia Duc”.

Dé bt dau cau chuyén thi day 1a mot cach kha la mg. Co mudn hoi tai sao anh lai quan tm dén dé tai luAn van cta co, nhung thay vi thé ¢b chidon
gian gt dau tra 1oi. “Vang, dung vay”.

“Trong khi nghién ctru, ¢ da bao gio' gap cai tén Viktor Frankel chua?”’

“Ong 4y 1A mon do ctia Max Beckmann”, ¢6 d4p. “Ngay nay nguoi ta it biét dén Frankel, nhung trude ddy 6ng ta gdy anh huong kha lon va dugc gioi
hoi hoa dwong thoi coi trong. Nam 1936, Buc Qudc xd tuyén bé tranh ctia ong suy ddi, va ong bi cAm v& tranh. Khong may, ong Van quyet dinh 6 lai
Prrc. Bén khi 6ng mudn 161 bo dAt nurde thi da qua mudn. Frankel bi truc xudt dén Auschwitz ndm 1942 cing v6i vo va con i tudi thiéu nién, Irene.
Cudi cting, chi minh Irene séng sot. Ba dén Israel sau chién tranh va trd thanh mot trong nhimg hoa s§ gy anh hudng 16n nhit nurée vao nhing nim 50
va 60. Hinh nhur ba da mét cach day vai nam’”

“Diing viy”, ngudi hop tac véi Carter ndi, nit anh ta van chiim chii nhin h so ctia Sarah.
“Tai sao ong lai hoi t6i ¢6 biét vé& Viktor Frankel khong?”

“Boi vi ong Ay I 6ng ngoai toi

“Ong la con trai ctia Irene?”



“Plng vay”, anh ta tra 101 “Irene 3 me t61”.

C6 nhin sang Carter, dng ndy dang ngiim tay minh. “Toi nghi minh biét ai dang thyc hign phi vu nay ciia dng”. C6 quay lai nguroi dan dng véi toe mii diém
bac va doi niit xanh biéc. “Ong 1a nguoi Israel”.

“Ding viy. Ching ta tiép chir, Sarah, hay c¢6 mudn t6i i ra?”

C5 do du mdt lic, sau do git dau. “Toi duge phép biét tén 6ng chir, hay tén ong ki diéu cAm ky?”

Anh cho ¢6 biét tén minh. Céi tén niy ¢ vé quen quen. Sau d6 ¢d chot nhd ra minh da thiy tén ndy & dau. Piép vién nguoi Israel c6 lién quan dén vu nd
bomnha ga Lyon & Paris. ..

“Ong [ nguoida...”
“Pling vay”, Gabriel thira nhan. “Toi chinh 1a ngudi d6™.

Anh lai nhin xudng hd so dang mé va 1t sang trang moi. “Chiing ta hily quay trd lai v6i co duge khong? Chiing ta 6 nhiéu thir can phai biét nhung lai rat
it thoi gian”.

Gabriel bt ddu cham rai, gidng nhur mdt ngudi dang di xudng dbe ddi, dé danh sirc hre cho nhig nguy hiém & phia trude. Nhitng cau hoi ciia anh ngin,
hiéu qua, va duoc dat ra mt cach co hé théng, giéng nhu dang duoc doc tir danh sach cau hoi da chuén bi sin, nhung sy thue khong cé danh sach nay.
Anh danh gity du tién hoi vé gia dinh ¢6. Cha ¢6, mot ngudi diéu hanh cép cao ¢ Citicorp rat thiéu thon thoi gian danh cho con cai nhung lai du thira cho
nhirng nguoi phy nir khac. Me ¢, suy sup sau vu ly di va bay gio' dang songnhu mot an s tai can ho chung cu ba phong ngu & Manhattan trén dai 16 s6
5. Chi gai ctia ¢0, ngudi theo nhu Sarah md ta, “gianh hét thong minh va séc dep trong nha”. Em trai ¢6 da rit lui khoi cude song tir hoi con tré, va khién
cha ¢6 thit vong vi dang hing huc lam viéc chi dé kiém nhitng ddng xu I trong mdt cira hang ban dd trurot tuyét & mdt noi ndo doé thude Colorado.

Sau chuyén gia dinh, thém mdt gios nita duoc danh dé hoi vé chuyén hoc hanh tén kém tai chau u. Trudng My & khu John’s Wood, noi ¢6 hoc nhing
ndm tiéu hoc. Trudng cdp hai qudc té & Phap, noi ¢ hoc cach ndi tiéng Phap va gip réc rdi. Trudng ndi tri nir & ngoai 6 Geneva, noi cha da tong co
vao diy nhfimmlc dich “trimg phat”. C6 noi themréng chinh ¢ Thuy Sic da khim phd ra la minh dam mé ngh¢ thuat. Nhimng cau tra 1oi ctia c6 dugc
ghi sot soat Ién gidy. Anh viét bing mye d6 trén quyén s c6 miu hoa hirdng duwong. Ban du ¢b nghf anh dang viét tit bing mot loai chir trong hinh nao
d6. Saudo, 6 phat hién ra anh dang ghi chi bang tiéng Do Théi. Anh ghi chu tir phai sang trai, va co thé viét bing hai tay vai toc d6 nhanh nhu nhau,
khién ¢6 cang thém chic chén v& cam gidc ban dau 1 minh da gip mdt nhan vt bi 4n nhur bong ma.

Thinh thoang, duong nhur Gabriel co tat ca thi gian trén doi; nhimg e khac anh lai cau may nhin dong hd deo tay cau may, twa nhur tinh toan xemho
con gang di dugc bao lau nira truée khi ha trai nghi dém Thinh thoang anh noi bang nhitng ngdn ngir khac. Tiéng Phap cua anh kha tt. Tiéng Y khong
ché vao d4u duoc nhung van c6 chit am sic cho thiy anh ta khong phai 1 ngudi ban xir. Khi Gabriel n6i v6i co bang tiéng Birc, mdt su thay dbi phu
1én nguoi anh ta. Lung dung thing, Khudn mit danh lai dén mirc khiic nghiét. C6 ludn tra 107 Gabriel bang thir ngdn ngir mé anh hoi, mic du nhimg 1oi
¢6 n6i déu duoc ghi lai bing tiéng Do Thai. Hau nhur anh khong im khé c6, nhung bat ctr sy khong nhét quan ndo trong cau tra 104, cho di c6 that hay
do anh nghi i ¢4, déu duoc anh chit vAn nhur cong t6 vién trude toa.

“Niém dam mé nghé thuat nay dén tir dau?”, anh hoi. “Tai sao lai nghé thuat? Tai sao khong phai van hoc hay amnhac? Tai sao khong phai 2 phim
hay kich?”

“Hoi hoa trd thanh noi trn lanh cho t6i. Mot noi trang nghiém, bi an”.
“Trdn khoi cai gi?”
“Cudc séng thure tai”.

“C6 Ia mot ¢ gii gdu c6 di hoc 6 nhiing truong danh tiéng nhét chdu u. Cude doi cd ¢6 g khong 6n?”. Anh chuyén tir tiéng Anh sang tiéng Purc voi
giong budc tdi. “Co chay tron khéi dicu gi?”
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“Ong dang d4nh gid to1”, ¢ tra 101 bing cing ngdn ngt.

“Di phier?”

“Ching ta n6i chuyén bang tiéng Anh droc khong?”

“Néu co thay thoai mai hon”.

“Tranh v& mo ra nhitng chan roi khéc, nhimg cude séng khac. N6 hru gitt nhitng khoanh khic chi tn tai trong né ma thop”.
“Cb thich dén s6ng & nhitng chan troi 4y”,

Pay 1 mdt sw quan sat, khong phai cdu hoi. Co gat dau thira nhan.

“C6 mudn sdng cude doi khac? Tré thanh nhitg nguoi khac? C6 mudn di dao trén nhimg canh dong a mach ctia Vincent va nhitng khu viron hoa ciia
Monet?”



“Ca nhitng con 4c ming cua Frankel”.

Lén déu tién anh ngimg biit trong cudc phong van. “DAy ¢ phai 14 Ii do khién ¢6 ndp don gia nhap T chirc? Béi vi c6 mudn séng cude ddi khac? Boi vi
¢6 muon trd thanh ngudi khac?”

“Khong, t6i xin gia nhap vi mudn phuc vu T6 qudc”.

Anh cau miy nhin c¢6 khong dong tinh, tira nhur thiy cau tra 16 ctia ¢6 qua ngfy tho, sau d6, anh nhin xubng dong hd. Thoi gian 1a ké thi ctia anh.
“Trong nhitng nidm thang séng & chdu u, ¢b da bao gior gip ngudi Ardp chura?”

“Di nhién”.

“Con trai hay con gai?”

“Ca hat”.

“Loai Arép nao?”

Ban dang doc truyén Nguoi Pura Tin duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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“Loai Ardp di trén hai chin. Loai Ardp clia nudc Ardp”.

“C quen nhiéu hon thé, Sarah”.

“Nguoi Libang, Palestine, Giodcdan, nguroi Ai Cap”.

“Con nguoi Ardp Xeéut thi sao? Co6 da bao gio hoe cuing trurdong véi nguoi Ardp Xéut chua?”
“Co mit vai co gai Arap Xét hoc cling t6i ¢ truong Thuy ST
“Nhitng ¢b gai Ardp Xéut nay déu gidu ¢6 chir?”

“Chiing 61 ai ciing giau”.

“C6 c6 két ban voi ho khong?”

“Ho rat kho gan va khong than thién. Ho chi choi v6i nhau”.

“Thé con nhitng chang trai Ardp?”

“Ho thi sao?”

“Co da bao gio lam ban voi ho chua?”’

“ROP.

“Pa bao gio hen ho chura? Hay ngt véi ho?”

“Chua”.

“Tai sao chura?”

“C6 thé do s6 thich ciia t6i khong phai 1 nhitng nguoi dan 6ng Ardp .
“C0 c6 ban trai ngwoi Phap chir?”

“Vainguor”.
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“Ban trai nguoi Anh?”

“Chéc chin roi”.

“Nhung khong c6 nguoi Ardp?”

“Khong”

“Cb c6 thanh kién voi nguoi Arap?”

“Ong dimg ngd ngin thé”.

“Vay thi c6 thé két luiin co da co thé hen ho voi nguoi Ardp. C6 chi khong thich Bm diéu nay”.
“T6i hi vong 6ng khong yéu cau toi kim mdi nhir trong bay tinh cam boi vi. ..«

“Co dirng ngd ngan thé”,

“Vay tai sao 6ng lai hoi toi nhitng cau hoi nay?”

“Boi vi t6i mubn biét lidu c6 o cam thiy thoai méi trong hoan canh Bm viéc va giao tiép xa hoi voi dan ong Ardp khong”,
“Céu tra 101 B c6”.

“Khi gip mdt ngudi Ardp, lidu ¢b c6 bat gidc nghil dén khimg b khong?”

“Khong”

“Cb c6 chéc vé didu nay khong, Sarah?”

“T6i nghif ring diéu ndy con phu thude vao viée dng dang mudn n6i dén loai ngurdi Ardp nao”.

A5y

Anh nhin dng hd. “Tré rd1”, anh khong ndi voi ai cu thé. “Téi chiic ring Sarah dng thirong da doi bung im rdi”. Anh gach ngang mot dudng do dam
trén s0 tay. “Ching ta goi thirc an di. Sarah s& cam thay d& hon sau khi d c6 thir gi vao bung”.

Ho goi kebabs tir tiém giao hang tin noi & trung tim Georgetown. Hai muroi phiit sau thirc dn duoc chuyén dén trong cing chiéc Suburban dua Sarah
dén ba gio trude. Gabriel xem viée chiée xe tai xuat hién nhur 14 tin hiéu bat dau cude phong van ban dém. Trong vong hai muroi phit ké tiép anh chi
trong vao viéc hoc va kién thirc ctia ¢6 vé lich sr ngh¢ thuét. Cau hoi cta anh dat nhanh dén ndi c6 hau nhu khong ¢6 thdi gian dé an. Con vé phan minh,
anh ciing khong dung dén phin kebab dat ké bén quyen s0 tay miu vang, Anh ta 1 nguoi khd hanh, c6 nghii Anh ta khong mang dén thirc an. Anhta
song trong mot cin phong khong c6 db dac va ton tai nho banh mi va nude 1. Gén nira dém anh ta mang dia thrc 3n Vao nha bép va dat lén quiy. Khi

tr6 lai phong khéch anh dimg sau ghé mdt I, tay d& cam va dau hoi nghiéng sang mbt bén. Anh dén chim da khién mit anh chuyén sang mau xanh
ngoc luc bao. Doi miat ay lién tuc doi Ién c6 nhur dén pha. Anh ta sap stra khién moi viée tien dén cao trao, co nghi. Anh ta dang chuan bi tan cong lan

'
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“Hb so cho biét co chua Bp gia dinh”

“Ding vay”.

“Hién tai c6 c6 dang quen ai khong?”’

“Khong”

“Cé dang ngii cling ai khong?”

C6 nhin Carter, va 6ng ta nhin lai c6 budn ba, twa nhw ni véi ¢6 ring Toi da bao c6 nhitng cau hoi cd thé hoi riéng tur.
“Khong, t6i khong ngi véi ai”.

“Tai sao khong?”

“Ong d4 bao gio mit nguoi than ndo chua?”

Anh mit t5i sAm dot nhién bao phti khuon niit anh, cong véi viéc Carter chuyén tur thé ngéi mot cach khdng thodi ni, diéu d6 canh béo ¢o réng coda
lac bude vao vimg cam

“T61 xin 161", ¢6 noi. “To6i khong. ..

“Ben phai khong? Ben I Iy do c6 khong quen ai?”



“Vang, diing 12 Ben. Di nhién chinh vi Ben”.

“Hay ké cho t6i nghe vé anh 4y,

C6 Bic dau. “Khong”, ¢d n6i khe. “Ong khong thé hoi v& Ben. Ben 1 ctia toi. Ben khong phai 1 cong viéc”.
*“Hai nguoi hen ho véi nhau bao 1au?”’

“T6ida bao ong. ..

“C6 hen ho voi anh ta bao lu, Sarah? Chuyén ny rit quan trong, néu khong toi da khong ho”.
“Khoang chin thang””.

“Sau d6 cham dut 42”

“Véng, moi chuyén di chim dirt”.

“Co da ndi 1oi chia tay phai khong?”

“Ding viy”.

“Ben yéu ¢o. Anh ta mubn cudi ¢o”.

“Ding vay”.

“Nhung c6 khong chung cam giac v6i anh ta. C6 khong thich hon nhan. C6 1§ ¢ khong quan tim dén Ben nhiéu Fini”,

“Toirat lo cho anh dy...”
“Nhung?”
“Nhung t6i khong yéu anh 4y,

“Hay ké cho t6i nghe vé céi chét clia Ben”.
“Ong ndi dtia 4?7
“To6i rat nghiém tic”.

“T6i khong ndi vé céi chét ctia anh dy. Toi khong bao gid n6i vé cai chét clia anh dy. Va chang, cac ong cling da biét anh Ay chét nhur thé nao. Anh dy
chét Nic chin gio ba phtit sng, truc tiep trén truyén hinh. Moi nguoi trén thé gidi déu chitng kién anh ay chét nhur thé ndo. Ong c6 trong so d6 khong?”’

“MOt vai hanh khach trén chuyén bay 175 ¢6 thé goi dién thoar”.
“Ding viy".

“Ben | mdt trong s d6?”
“Ding”,

“Anh 4y goi cho cha 47
“Khong”.

“Anh 4y goi cho me minh 42”
“Khong”.

“Anh trai? Chj gai?”
“Khong”.

“Anh 4y goi cho ai, Sarah?”

Mit ¢6 dAm .



“Anh 4y goi cho t6i, ong dung i d6 chd hoang khi hoi nhur vay day”.
“Anh 4y noi gi voi 67"

“Anh dy bao may bay da bi khong tic tAn cong. Anh 4y bao bon ching da giét hét tiép vien. Anha 4y bao may bay dang di chuyén rit ki la. Anh 4y bao
yéu toi va rét tiéc. Anh Ay sip chét, nhung lai bao vai t6i ring minh rit tiéc. Sau d6 ching ti mét ién lac™,

“Co da lamgi?”

“Toi bt tivi thdy khéi bdc 1én tir toa thap phia bic ciia Trung tim Thurong mai thé gioi. T6i bat Ién cham vai phut sau khi chuyén bay 11 dam vao toa
thap. Khong ai biét chic chuyén gi da xay ra. Toi goi FAA n6i voi ho vé cude goi ctia Ben. Toi goi FBI. Toi goi canh sat Boston. T6i cam thiy minh that

vO dung”.
“Sau @6 thi sao?”

“T6i xem truyén hinh. Toi chd chudng dién thoai reo 1an nita. Chudng dién thoai khong reo. Vao chin gior ba phit sang gid ban ngy mién dong, chiéc
may bay thir hai tong vao Trung tAm Thuong mai. Toa Thap phia nam dang boc chdy. Ben dang boc chay”.

Mot giot ude niit kin chim cham trén ma ¢6. C6 chili di va nhin anh gian di.

“Ong hai long chua?”

Anh im king

“Bay gidr dén ot 161 diit cau hoi. Céc 6ng nén tra 1o ding sur thét, néu khong toi s& budc ra khoi noi ndy khong bao gioy quay trd lai”.
“Cb héy hoi bat cir didu gi minh dang thic méc, Sarah”,

“Anh mudn didu gi & t6i2”

“Ching t6i mubn ¢d bo viée chd bao tang Phillips va dén lam cho Tap doan Thanh chién. C6 van con ¢6 himg thi chir?”

-

Carter Ia ngudi dit ban hop dong trude mit Sarah cho ¢6 ky. Carter ¢6 tinh théng thin ciia ngudi theo Thanh Gido. Hom nay 6ng ta mic chiéc 4o thé
thao bang nhung sic s3. Carter ¢6 cach cu xir gidng nhur bac s tri liéu va noi tiéng Anh theo giong M§. Gabriel Ién ra ngoai giéng nhur tén trom dém,
dén bén chiéc xe Volvo cii rich ctia Carter. Anh biét cau tra 10i ctia Sarah i gi. C6 Ay da tra 101 16 rang, Toa thap phia Nam dang bdc chay, ¢6 iy da
1n6i. Ben dang bdc chy. Vi thé Gabriel khong quan tim dén khuon it nhu ra phép trudng hai muroi phit sau khi 6 budc ra khoi tda nha mot cach
ning né, budc xubng cau thang, chui viao chiéc xe Suburban méu den dang chd sin. Anh ciing khong bi xdo dong khi nhin thiy Carter, nm phit sau do,
bang qua dudng véi khuon it day suy tur va trang nghiém nhu ngudi dang mang binh tro hai cét. Ong ngdi vao déng sau tay lai mo méy xe. “May bay
dang cho tai phi truong Andrews dé dira anh vé lai Israel”, 6ng noi. “Trén duong ra san bay chiing ta phai ghé qua mdt noi. C6 ngudi mubn n6i chuyén
voi anh trurde khi anh 1.
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Troi da qua nira dém. Puong K bay gidr chi con xe tai chd hang va xe tic xi chay dém. Carter ldi xe nhanh hon thuong I€ va lién tuc nhin dér}g hd. “Co
4y khong lam viéc nay mién phi, anh biét day. S& c6 nhiéu khoan chi trong viéc dimg c6 ay. C6 4y s& phai song & noi khac khi chuyén nay két thic va
duoc bao vé trong mot thoi gian dar”.

“Nhung 6ng thu xép dugc chuyén ndy ma, ding khong Adrian? Cdc 6ng la nhitng ngudi c6 nhiéu tién. Ngan sach cho viéc bao vé an ninh nurée My
khong thdi cling da 16n hon nhicu ngan sach ctia toan bo dat mrdc ching toi”.

“Anh quén ring lAn hanh dong niy khong ton tai 4 Thém nita, anh s& budc ra khoi vu niy va iy duoc nhidu tién ciia Zizi”,

“Dugc 10i”, Gabriel néi. “Vay 6 ong dima n01 v6i Sarah Bancroft c6 4y s& séng mudi ndm tiép theo trong khu dinh cir Do Théi & Galilee dé trdn trénh s
truy sat ctia yc hrong Thanh chién toan ciu’

“Puogc 161, chung t6i s€ tra tién cho viéc an ¢ sau ndy ctia ¢d ay”.

Carter queo vai lan. Trong mdt lic Gabriel khong kip nhan ra ho dang & trén duong nao. Ho di qua mat truée ctia mot toa nha tan ¢d dién, sau do queo
vao mdt con dudng nhd nhin ¢ vé trang trong. Bén tréi I3 tram canh gac Iip kinh chong dan. Carter ha ctra so xe dua thé cho linh canh xem.

“Chuing t6i c6 hen trude”.
Nguai linh gac nhin bang, sau d6 dua thé lai cho Carter.

“Ong l4i xe tiép, sau d6 dimng lai trrde barie bén trai. Chd nghiép vu s& danh hoi xe hoi, sau d6 ong tiép tuc 1i xe vao”.



Carter git dau va ning kinh xe Ién. Gabriel hoi, “Chiing ta dang & dau?”

Carter l4i xe vong qua nhiing hing rao can va dimg lai noi dwoc din. “Cira sau Nha Tring”, ong tra Ioi.

“Ching ta s& gip ai?”. Gabriel hoi, nhung Carter con ban ni chuyén voi mt sy quan khac. Ngwdi nay dang ¢b giit con ch6 chain ciru e ctr nhiam nhe
cang day muon lao t6i. Gabriel, nguoi sg cho dén mirc da thanh truyén thuyet trong Van phong, ngoi yén khong dong ddy khi con ché danh hoi quanh
chiéc Volvo dé tim ch,at nd duoc gidu kin. Mot It sau, ho bang qua mdt cong gic an ninh khac. Carter dimg xe trude bai dau xe trong trai & con duong
ndi bd phia dong va tat may.

“T6i chi di dén day”.

“Toi s& gap ai, Adrian?”

“Anh bang qua canh cong déng kia va di Ién con duong dan dén toa nha. Ong 4y s& ra gip anh ngay Bp tirc”.

Anh gip nhitng con cho truée. Hai con cho lai long den tuyén lao ra tir 16i vio ngoai giao gidng nhur hai vién dan bén ra tir nong sting rdi gianh nhau ngiri
khép quan ctia Gabriel. Vai phit sau Tong thong budc ra. Ong tién vé phia Gabriel, chia mbt tay cho anh trong khi tay con lai ra dau cho linh gac dimg
cude kiém tra. Hai ngudi nhanh chong bt tay, sau d6 di doc theo 10i di boc quanh bai co phia nam Nhiing con ché tan cong lin nira vao mit ca chan
Gabriel. Carter thay Gabriel quay nguoi lai n6i thaim cau gi d6 bang tieng Do Thai khién hai con cho ctip dudi chay vé phia nhan vién Cuc An ninh tim su
che ché.

Cudc ndi chuyén ctia ho chi dién ra trong vong nim phit. Theo Carter thay thi hinh nhu Tong thong 1 ngudi ndi trong phén 1on thdi gian. Ho di nhanh,
chi durng lai mdt lan duong nhu dé giai quyet mot bat dong nho. Gabriel lay tay ra khoi tti 4o va ding ching d€ minh hoa cho quan di€ém ctia minh. Ban
dau Tong thong c6 vé nhur khong bi thuyét phuc, nhung sau d6 6ng git dau va vo manh vao vai Gabriel.

Ho di dao xong vong diu tién va chia tay tai 161 vio ngoai giao. Khi Gabriel di vé& phia dudng ndi bd phia dong, nhitng con ch6 chay nhanh theo anh, sau
d6 quay nguoc lai, lao vao Nha Trang theo chan chil nhan. Gabriel trueon ngurdi qua canh ctra dang mo d€ vao xe Carter.

“Ong 4y thé ndo?”. Carter hoi khi queo sang dudng 15.

“Rét kién quyét”.

“Hinh nhur hai ngudi ¢6 tranh i mot chit”.

“Toi goi ddy 1 bat dong trong lich su””.

“V& chuyén gi?”

“Cudc noi chuyén ctia chung t6i Ia riéng tu, Adrian, va s€ 1a nhu thé”.

“Tét d4y”, Carter dap.

Ban dang doc truyén Nguoi Puea Tin duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Vo thir tur dAu tién clia nam m6i, ngudi ta loan tin phong tranh Isberwood d ban birc Daniel trong chudng sur tir ctia Peter Paul Rubens v6i gid murdi
triéu bang, Pén thir sau, thong tin chan ddng nay da bi lu md boi 16i don dai Isherwood dang chuan bi gidi thiéu nguroi htn von.

Chinh Oliver Dimbleby, khéc tinh ciia Isherwood & duong King, 1a ngudi biét tin ny dau tién, mic dii sau d6 anh ta ciing khong thé nio tim ra ngudn
gbc cta tin don. Theo anh ta nhé chinh Penelope, ba chi quan bar goi cam & dudng Jermyn noi Isherwood hay ghé qua trong nhiing budi trra nhan rdi
1 ngudi dau tién gieo ric mAm mdng tin ddn. “Co ta toc vang”, Penelope ndi. “Vang tur nhién, Oliver. Khong gidng nhing c6 i ctia cau. Xinh dep.
Ngudi My c6 mdt chit giong Anh”. Ban dau Penelope nghi ngd Isherwood dang bi mdt ngudi phu ni tré tudi hon du db, nhung ching bao Jau sao ¢6 ta
nhén ra ring d6 chi A mot ngudi dén dy phong van xin viée. “Khong phai 1 bét cir cong viée nao dau, Oliver. Hinh nhu | vu gi 16n Fin”.

C6 I Dimbleby da khong nghi nhiéu vé& chuyén ndy néu khong duoc nghe kélvé cude gip mt Jan thir hai, An nay 1 tir Percy, mt nguoi hong chuyén
16i tieng phuc vy ban trong phong an sang cua khéch san Dochester. “Ho chéc chan khong phai a tinh nhn”, anh ta bao Dimbleby voi vé tu tin ctia
nguoi biet minh dang ndi gi. “Ho toan ban chuyén vé lwong va quyén loi. Ho tranh cai rat nhieu. Co6 ay dang ra yéu sach day”. Dimbleby giii cho Percy
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10 bang hoi anh ta c6 nghe dugc tén clia ngudi phu nit khong, “Bancroft”, Percy tré 1oi. “Sarah Bancroft. P2 ¢ hai dém. Hoé don thanh thoan dugc
phong tranh Isherwood, & Mason’s Yard, khu duong James tra toan bo”.

Lén gip nhau thir ba, mdt bita tdi 4m cting tai Mirabelle, khién Dimbleby khiing dinh chéc chén c6 chuyén bt thuong dang dién ra. Budi tbi hom sau anh
ta tinh c& gip Jeremy Crabbe, Giam ddc bo phan Béc thdy Thoi xura ciia Bonhams, tai mdt quan nrou & nha hang Green. Crabbe dang udng mot ly
whiskey 16n va vin dang gam nhiAm ndi dau ma vu mua bén lich str ciia Isherwood giy ra. “T6i da 6 birc Rubens do, Oliver, nhung Julie choi tay trén
t0i. By gitr hiin g thém murdi triéu, con t0i sip phéi dbi méit v6i doi bén stng tir hinh lic binh minh. Hién tai hiin dang m6 rong im &n kinh doanh, thim
chi con tuyén thém mot nhan vién xinh dep, theo nhur nhitng gi toi nghe dwroc. Nhung dimg n6i lai véi ai nhimg 10i toi n6i, chi to giy hiém khich ma thoi”.
Khi Dimbleby hoi c6 phai nhén vién mdi xinh dep cua Isherwood I mot phu nir tén | Sarah Bancroft, Crabbe nhéch mép. “Chuyén gi ciing c6 thé xay
ra, tinh yéu a. Nén nh¢ rang ching ta dang ndi vé Julie Isherwood S6 Do”.

Trong vong bon muroi tam tiéng sau d6 Oliver danh thdi gian dur da ciia minh dé nghién ciru lai lich ctia ¢6 Sarah Bancroft no. Ban nhdu & khoa
Courtauld md ta c6 1 “Sao bang”. Anh ta con ké mdt ngudi quen & Harvard béo ring ai c6 thai do nghiém tiic v6i dé tai hoa sibiéu hién Dirc thi nén tim
doc lun vin ciia ¢6. Sau d6, Dimbleby goi dién cho ngudi ban cii im nghé phuc ché céc birc hoa & phong trién im Nghé thuat Quc gia Washington,
nhdr do la tai bao tang Phillips vé i do Sarah Cooft nghi lim viéc & ddy. Anh ban nay bao l do tranh cii vé tién luong, Hai ngy sau anh ta goi dién lai
cho Dimbleby béo 14 do ¢6 lién quan dén chuyén yéu dwong khong thanh v6i nguoi trong bao tang. Ci dién thoai thir ba thong bao Sarah Bancroft roi
bao tang Phillips trong vui vé, va dong co ¢6 1oi chd m a do mong mubn ¢6 duge mdt co hdi viee m t5t hon. Con vé cude sdng ca nhéan, y mudn nbi
tinh trang hon nhén, thi c6 van doc thin nhung khong quen ai.

Piéu nay khién mot thic niic méi ndy sinh: Tai sao Isherwood lai ot nhién tim ngudi him von? Jeremy Crabbe bao nghe ddn anh ta bj ém. Roddy
Hutchinson bao nghe d6n anh ta ¢6 khdi u to bang trai dua mit trong bung, Penelope, ba chi quan bar Isherwood hay ghé, bao nghe don anh ta dang
yéu mdt quy ba nguoi Hy Lap, da ly di va rét giau c6, va dang 1én ké hoach song ndt quang doi con lai v6i ngudi phy nit trdi ban ndy tai mdt béi bién &
Mykonos. Mic dii nhirng 1 don dai ndy khé vui tai, nhung Dimbleby nghi ngd s that don gian hon nhiéu. Julian dang gia di. Julian dang mét moi. Julian
vira méi im xong mdt vu ngon an. Tai sao khong nhin nguoi ndo d6 am cing véi minh dé gitip giam nhe ganh ning?

Ba ngiy sau, nhitng nghi ng ctia anh ta duoc cting ¢4 khi mdt miu tin nho cudi trang nghé thuat ciia t& Times thong béo réng Sarah Bancroft, trudc day
lam cho bao tang Phillips & Washington, s& vao lam cho phong tranh Isherwood i chirc tro i Gidm doc dau tién cua noi nay. “Toi da limngh€ tranh
duoc 40 nan?”, Isherwood tra 10 to Times. “T6i can nguroi chung g dau cét, va céc thién than giri Sarah cho t61”.

Ngay thir hai tudn tiép theo, Sarah Goft dén lam viéc. Thét tring hop, Oliver Dimbleby dang di trén dudng Duke ding liic ¢d queo vao con duong dan
dén Mason’s Yard. Hom 4y 6 ban 4o khoac hiéu Burberry, méi toc vang 6ng 4 muot nhur sa tanh dugc ¢t lai sau keng. Thoat du Oliver khong nhan
ra c6 1 ai, nhung sy nhay cam véi nhan sic khong cho anh bo qua d& dang. Anh ta ngoanh ¢b ngoéi nhin theo c6. Trude sw ngac nhién ctia Oliver, c6 di
vé huréng phong tranh Isherwood & goc xa ctia khu dit. Nigdy dau tién lam viée ¢6 phai bAm chudng, va sau hai phit twéng nhu vo tin méi thdy Tanya,
¢ thur ky thd o ciia Isherwood ra mod cira. Day chinh i 1 két nap ctia Tanya d6i voi ngudi moi dén, Dimbleby tham nghii. Anh ta ciing doén 1 Tanya s&
bi dudi viée trude thir sau.

Sarah gy anh huong ngay Iap tirc. Sarah la con gio 16c. Sarah 13 udng 6 tuoi mat rat can thiét. Sarah I tit ca moi thir Isherwood khong c6: nhanh
nhen, ¢6 t6 chirc, c6 ky luét, va di nhién la rat M§. M&i budi sang c6 dén phong tranh Itc 8 gio. Isherwood, nguoi thudng bude vao noi lam viée lic 10
gid theo phong cach Y, ciiing bat dau diéu chinh gio di im cho phirhop. C6 sap xep nhing quyén sach it bira béi ctia anh cho ngan ndp, va trang tri lai
phong 1am viéc chung ctia ho. C6 thay nhitng chit c4i bi mét trén bo damva ca tam tham day bui trén cau thang. Sau do, c6 bt d4u thanh Iy dng hang
ton kho, va thurong lrong ém thim v6i ¢ Archer dang lam viéc tai dai i du lich é 4m dé mo rong vin phong lién ké. “Cb ta 1 ngurdi My, Dimbleby noi.
“V& ban chét ¢6 ta Ia nguoi thich mo rong, C ta s& chiém dat nurdc clia ngurdi khéc rdi néi rang minh Bim diéu ndy vi loi ich ctia nguoi d6”,

Thye té thi Tanya khong thé tru ndi dén thir sau. C6 ta rdi khoi phong tranh in cudi vao i thir tur. Dich than Sarah xir Iy viéc ra di ctia ¢6 ta va khién nd
ém thAm mot cach bét thudng so voi thong I¢ xwra nay tai phong tranh Isherwood. Sur d&n bu cho nghi viéc 1am da hai long ¢b géi. “Theo t0i biét thi
Tanya duoc dén bu rat rong rap” , Dimbleby ndi. “S tién d6 du dé cho phép co ta di nghi dong dai ngiy & Morocco™. Vao thir hai tuan sau da xuat hién
mot cd gai moi ngdi 1am viée tai phong tiép tin ciia Isherwood. D6 13 mdt ngudi phu nit cao rao, da banh mat, mai toc den bong bénh va doi mit miu
caramel, tén 1 Elena Frames. Mot cudc thim do nho do Roddy Hutchinson thre hién cho thiy, theo ¥ kién ctia nhitng nguoi dan 6ng & duong James,

¢ ay con xinh dep hon Sarah von 1a ngudi dang thu hit nhiéu sy chit y. Céi tén “phong tranh Isherwood” bdng c6 mdt y nghia moi ddi véi nhitng ngudi
song trén duodng Duke, va phong tranh tré nén déng khach hon, nhon nhip hon. Tham chi, ngay ca Jeremy Crabbe bén nha du gid Bonhams ciing thurc
hién nhitng cudc viéng tham khong bao trude dé xem bo suru tap ciia Isherwood.

Sau khi cting ¢ lai phong tranh ctia minh, Sarah bét d4u kim quen vi nhitng ngudi ciing nghé. C6 chinh thire hen gip nhitng ngudi ¢6 vai trd nhur anh
dén dan duong tai cac nha dAu gia & Luan Pon. C6 an trua voi cac nha suu tap nhimg bira trura dat tién, sau do lai nhdm nhi riéng véi nhimg nguoi tur
vAn va di loai ban bé an theo ctia ho. C6 ghé tham va chao hoi cac phong tranh dbi thi ctia Isherwood. C6 ciing dén quy bar nha hang Grenn mbt lan
va bao mbi ngudi c6 mit & d6 mot cde ruou. Oliver Dimbleby cubi cing ciing Ky hét can dam moi ¢b di an trura, nhung c6 da khon khéo chuyén thanh
bita ubng ca phé. Buél trura hom sau ho cing nhau thuong thire ca phé sira trong tach gidy tai mdt chudi ctra hang ciia My & Piccadilly. Oliver vubt ve
tay cO va mdi an tdi. “Téi e ring minh khong thé nhan 161 mdi di an td7”. Tai sao khong? Oliver tyr hoi khi quay trd vé phong tranh ctia minh & phd King,
Thuce su thi tai sao khong nhi?

Uzi Navot da dé niit dén n6 duoc mot thoi gian. Cau ta luon nghil dy 1 cang tri hoan hao trong con bdo. Noi ¢6 thé an toan trong nhitng ngaty chic
chin mura. Noi ndy ¢4 vi tri cach duong vanh dai M26 ¢ Surrey muroi dam - hay, theo nhur c4u ta giai thich véi Gabriel, cach phong tranh Isherwood mot
gio di tau dién ngim va xe hoi. Can nha xdy theo kiéu Tudor thanh mot dong khong c6 hinh thii 15 rang, ¢6 hang cot cao va ctra s6 nho bang chi, ¢6 con
dudng cay soi dan vao nha do xe chay nhiéu ma thanh. Ngbi nha durgc bao vé boi canh cira xdy bang st va gach. O day ciing 6 nha kho xép xé, hai
nha kinh bj v&, ¢6 khu virdn cdy ci um tim dé ngdi suy nghi, tim méu dét riéng dé vat 1on voi nhitng con quy dit trong ban than mdi ngudi, va mot cai
ao khong dugc danh ca sudt 15 nam. Nhén vién dai i cho thué da goi nd 1 Thién dudng Winslow khi trao chia khoa cho Navot. D6i véi ngudi nhu
Navot, chén nay | c&i Niét ban.



Dina, Rimona, va Yaakov am viéc trong thur vién bui bam; Lavon va Yossi thu xép chd tac nghiép trong mot ciin phong on o treo ing ing dau lau ctia
cac con vt da chét. V& phin Gabriel, anh dung tam xudéng v& trén cin phong khach Ju hai, noi ¢6 nhiéu anh sang nhin ra vuron. Boi khong thé xut hién
trong thé giéi nghé thuat & LuAn Don, anh phai nhing ngudi khéc di nhan ngudn hang thay minh. Nhiém vu ctia ho ciiing rit diic biét. Dina va Yossi thurc
hién nhing chuyén di riéng Ié t6i L. Comelissen va Céc con trai trén duong Russel, cAn than phén chia cong viée giita ho dé nhimg nit nhan vién lam viée
& d6 khong nhan ra ring ho dang am theo lénh ctia mdt nha phuc ché tranh chuyén nghiép. Yaakow dén cira hang ban dén ¢ Erla’s Court dé mua dén
Halogens cho Gabriel, sau d6 dén mot ngudi tho moe bac thay & thi trin Camden dé Iy co v& da diit trude. Eli Lavon lo khung tranh. La chuyén gia méi
nghién ciru vé al-Bakari, anh ta tranh luan khi thiy Gabriel chon db ¢b cta Y. “Sé thich ctia Zizi 13 Phép cao cép”, anh ta n6i. “Gu'Y choang nhau chan
chat véi phong cach ctia Zizi”. Nhung Gabriel nhén thiy loai khung droc cham trb ndi bat cta Y rét phi hop véi 16i v& dép cuia Picasso, vi vy Lavon
dat loai khung ndy tai cira hang Arnold Wiggins va Con trai trén phd Bury. Sarah dén véi ho dau gio toi mbi ngdy, mdi lin di bang mot dudng khac nhau,
va luon duge Lavon kiém tra lai An nita xem ¢6 ¢ bi bam dudi hay khong. C6 hoc rét nhanh, va ding nhu Gabriel nghi, ¢6 ¢6 tri nhé hoan hao. Mic du
vy, anh van can than khong dé ¢6 bi ngat thd boi nhitng dong thong tin khong 16. Ho thuong bt dau lic bay gior trong phong 3n chinh, sau d6 ngimg lai
dé an t6i cing nhimg ngudi khéc, 16i lai tiép tuc dén 12 gioy dém. Sau d6 ¢o duge Yossi hd tdng vé cin hd ctia minh & Chelsea. Yossi song trong mot
can hd khac bén kia duong,

Ho danh mdt tuin dé néi vé Zizi al-Bakari truéc khi chuyén sang nhiing ngurdi ong ta quen va nhitng thanh vién khac trong doan phu ta va gii thin can.
Ho cht y diic biét dén Wazir bin Talal, Truéng bo phéan an ninh ¢6 mét khép noi ctia AAB. Bin Talal thiét lap hé théng tinh bao truc tlep ctia minh, gom
mHt nhén vién an ninh trong AAB va mdt mang hudi thu mua tin tirc trai rong khép thé ioi, c6 nhiém vu cung cap cho hin thong tin vé nhirg nguy hiém
tiém tang ddi véi AAB va chinh Zizi. “Néu Zizi thich mon hang, thi chinh bin Talal i ngwdi tién hanh nhitng kiém tra can thiét”, Lavon giai thich. “Khong
ai tiép can dugc nguoi dimg du n khong qua si kiém tra so b ctia bin Talal. Néu ai d6 bude ra khoi vach, chinh bin Talal 1 ngudi ra Iénh giai
quyét”. Nghién ctru ctia Yossi cho thiy it nhét nira ta nguoi quen trude kia ctia al-Bakari da chét mdt cach bi an. Gabriel ra nh gidu kin viée nay, khong
cho Sarah bict.

Trong nhitng ngy tiép theo, vai nhan vat duoc goi la ¢ ‘chuyén gia ¢6 ich” ctia Van phong 1an hrot ghé tham ngdi nha an toan & Surrey. Nguoi dAu tién 1a
mdt phy nit tir Pai hoc Hebrew, ba da danh hai dém dé giang gidi cho Sarah vé nhimng phong tuc xa hoi ctia nguoi Ardp Xeut. Tiép d6, mbt nha tim Iy
hoc da danh thém hai démnita khuyén c6 nhirng cach chién d4u voi sy so hii va lo ling khi lam nhiém wu tay trong, Mot chuyén gia v& giao t1ep day co
nhitng hinh thirc co ban ciia loai chir viét bi mét. Vo su day co vé mdn d4u tay doi theo kiéu Israel. Gabriel chon Lavon, ngudi theo ddi gioir nhat trong
lich str ctia Vin phong, dé day c6 khoa v ong vé nghé thudt theo ddi bang dién tir v con ngudi. “C6 s& phai budc vao noi thir dich”, anh tong két.
“Nguoi ta s& theo ddi timg bude di va Fing nghe timg 16 ¢6 n6i. Néu ¢ thure hién dugc nhitng diéu ndy, s& khong co gi bit 6n xay ra”

Trong phin 16n cac budi hoc, Gabriel chi dong vai khan gia. Anh dén ¢o khi ¢ dén nha mdi tdi, an tdi cling ca doi, sau do tién ¢b ic nira dém dé ¢o
quay lai Luan Don cing Yossi. Ngiy qua ngiy, Gabriel bt diu t ra bdn chdn. Lavon, nguoi da timng im viée voi anh nhidu hon nhitng ngudi khac,
phan tich tam trang ctia Gabriel I thiéu kién nhan. “Anh dy mudn c6 bét dau tham gia trd choi”, Lavon noi, “Nhung biét rang c6 chira sin sang”. Gabriel
danh nhidu thoi gian hon mbdi lin dimg trude cée bire v&, anh can thén phuc ché nhing hur ton ctia birc Marguerite. Curong d6 lam viée cao chi khién anh
thém bt an. Lavon khuyén anh thinh thoang nén nghi ngoi, va Gabriel ngip ngimg dong y. Anh tim thdy mot d6i ting cao su trong phong dé do va bt
dau thure hién cudc tham hiém trén nhitng con duong mon quanh lang. Anh tim dyroc ¢an cau trong nha kho va ding né dé caumdt con ca hoi miu ndu
rét to tir ao vuron. Dudi Iop vai dau trong ga-ra, anh tim thdy mot chiéc xe. Chlec MG ¢b ¢6 vé nhur da nam im & d6 dén hon hai muroi ndm Ba ngity
sau, nhiing nguoi trong nha nghe thiy tiéng xe 10 1én tir phia kho, ké do6 14 tiéng nd Ion im rung chuyén ca ving dong qué. Yaakov lao thbc ra khoi nha
va nghi rang Gabriel d bi n6 tung thanh nhirmg ménh nho, nhu’ng thay vi vay, Yakoov lai thiy anh dimg trude nap xe dang mo, tay ngap dau dén tan_
khuyu, va mim cuoi Jan dAu tién ké tir khi ho dén Surrey. “Xe van hoat dong tot”, anh hét Ién giira tiéng dong co nd xinh xich. “Cai d6 phai gié nay van
chay tot”.

T6i hom d6 Tan d4u tién Gabriel tham gia vao budi huén luyén Sarah. Lavon va Yaakov khong ngac nhién, vi chii dé ciia budi thao luan B Ahmed bin
Shafiq, ké da tr thanh ké thi truyén kiép ciia Gabriel. Anh chon Dina, v6i chit giong nhe nhang va vé bé ngoai gidng mdt géa phu tir lic con tré, dé
truyén dat nhimg thong tin ngéin gon. Trong dém dau tién, ¢ giang vé nhom 205, don vi bi mit ctia bin Shafiq, va cho moi ngudi thiy ring, su két hop
giita hoc thuyét Wahhabi va tién ctia Arap Xéut da giy ra nhimg nguy hiém nhu thé no ¢ Trung Pong va Nam A. Vao dém thir hai, ¢6 diém lai con
duong bién bin Shafiq tir mdt nhan vién trung thanh ctia mrdc Ardp Xéut trd thanh bo 6¢ ciia hoi Huynh dé Allah. Sau d6, ¢6 mod ta chi tiét vu tin cong
vao Vatican, miic dit khong hé nhiic dén viéc Gabriel dd co niit tai hién trurong vu tin cong, Gabriel nhan thy ring hau hét thong tin 1 dur thira, nhung
anh mudn tur twong Sarah thém dirt khoat vé viéc Ahmed bin Shafiq xtimg déng v6i s6 phén dang chure ché han.

Vao dém cudi, Sarah dugc xem nhing tAm hinh t4i tao tir méy vi tinh cho thdy céc dién mao hién tai ctia bin Shafiq. Bin Shafiq c6 rau. Bin Shafiq hoi
dAu. Bin Shafiq d6i toc gia mudi tiéu. Téc gia miu den. Toc xoan. Khong toc. Khudn m¥it voi nhirg nét dir dén ciia ngudi Ardp du cu dd duoc amnhe
bt nho phiu thuat thim my. Nhung chinh cnh tay bi throng moi la dAu mdi qui gid nhdt dé nhan dang han, Gabriel luu y voi ¢6. Viét seo trong bip tay
ma hén khong bao gidr cho ai thiy. Ban tay mé hin khong bao gioy chia ra va luén dut vao tiii nhém tranh xa ciip niit clia nhimg nguoi khong theo dao.
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“Chung t6i biét hdn ta duoc che gidu ¢ noi ndo dé trong dé ché ctia Zizi”, Gabriel néi. “Hén ta c6 thé doi 16t mot 6ng chii ngan hang dau tur hay nha quan
Iy hd so. Hin ta c6 thé i nha budn ban bt dong san hay quan Iy duoc. C6 thé mdt thang hin mdi dén. C6 thé mdt nam. C6 thé khong bao gio. Nhung
néu hén dén, c6 c6 thé chiic ring hin s& cur xir rat lich su, bt thiép va khong hé gibng mot tén khing bd chuyén nghiép. Pimg tim mdt tén khing b hay
mdt ngudi ndo d6 ¢ cach cur xir nhur mot tén khing bd. C6 nén tim mot ngurdi dan 6ng lich nd”,
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Anh thu don lai nhitng tAm hinh. “Chiing t6i mudn biét tt ca moi nguoi ra vao trong quy dao cta Zizi. Ching ti mubn ¢d thu thip cang nhidu tén tucn
cang t6t. Nhung ddy moi 1 ngudi dan 6ng ching t6i tim kiéni”. Gabriel dat mot tim anh trude mét ¢6. “Day moi B ngudi dan 6ng ching t6i mudn”. Mot
tAm hinh khéc. “Day 14 nguoi dan 6ng ching t6i dang san dud 61”. Mot tAm khac. ‘Hanta chinh 14 I do tai sao ching ta c6 mit tai day thay vi & nha clng
gia dinh va con caf”. Mot tAm khdc. “Hin ta chinh 1 1i do tai sao ching t6i yéu ciu 6 hi sinh mang sdng ctia minh va | gia nhap cung ching to1”. Mot tAm
khac. “Néu o thdy han ta, hay Iy cho ching t6i cac tén hén dang str dung va cong ty hén dang Am viéc. Ly ca quoc tich hén str dung trong ho chiéu
néu co c6 thé”. Mot tAm hinh khac. “Néu c6 khong chic d6 chinh la hén, ciing khong sao. Hay ndi véi ching t61 Néu cubi cing khong phai 1 hin, ciing
khong sao. Hay noi vdi chiing t6i. Khdng c6 chuyén gi xdy ra néu chi dya vao 16i ndi cua c6. Khdng ai bi ton hai chi vi c6, Sarah. C6 chi 1a ngudi dua
tin”.

“Con néu t6i dua cho anh mdt cai tén?”, ¢6 hoi. “Khi d6 chuyén gi s& xay ra?”

Gabriel nhin dng ho. “Téi nghil ¢ dén ic Sarah va ti n6i chuyén riéng véi nhau. Moi ngudi cho phép ching t6i chir?”

Anh dua ¢6 n lau dén phong v& va bat den. Marguerite Gachet toa sang mot cach khéu goi dudi anh dén sang oa. Sarah ngdi xudng chiéc ghé boc cd;
Gabriel deo kinh phdng dai vao va chuin bi bang mau.

“Conbao lau nira?”’, ¢ hoi

D6 ciing chinh 1 cau hoi Shanron dit cho Gabriel vao budi trua 1ong gi6 thang Mirdi khi ong dén duong Narkiss dé 16 anh ra khoi chon hru day. Mot
nim, dang 1& hom ay anh phai tra 101 nhu the. Néu vy thi anh da khong phai & day, vao gio ndy, trong mdt cén nha an toan ¢ Surrey, chuan bi cai mdt co
gai nguoi My xinh dep vao Téap doan Thanh chien.

“T6i da chii sach I6p bui ban va am tron lang cc nep nhin bang dao tron bot v& 4mva 4n?”, Gabriel dap. “Bay gio toi con phai khéi phuc cho xong
nhitng hinh v& va quét mt 16p véeni - chi vira di dé thiy duoc sur &m ap clia nhimg mau sic ban dAu mi Vincent d chon”.

“T6i khong noi vé birc hoa”.

Anh ngude én tir bang mau. “To6i nghil chuyén nay phy thuge hoan toan vao c6”.

“T6i san sang khi anh yéu ciu”, co dép.

“Ciing khong han”.

“Chuyén gi s& xay ra néu Zizi khong cin cau? Chuyén gi s& xay ra néu ong ta khong thich birc v&, hoac khong thich t6i?”

“Khong nha suru tip nghiém tie mi nhidu tién ndo kicu nhur Zizi lai tir chdi mot bire Van Gogh mdi duoc khdm pha. Con vé phén ¢6, ong ta & khong ¢
nhiéu sy chon lya trong viéc ndy. Chung t6i s€ bién c6 thanh mdt ngurdi khong thé cudng lai”.

“Bing cach nao?”
“C6 mdt vai diéu c6 khong biét thi hon”
“Nhung chuyén gi s& xay ra voi Ahmed bin Shafiq néu toi gap hén?”

Anh thém chit nu vao mdt 6 trong bang méau rdi ding co tron lai. “C6 biét chuyén gi s& xay ra voi Ahmed bin Shafiq ma. T6i da n6i rit 16 véi ¢d trong
cai dém ching ta giip nhau lan dau & ror”.

“Hay ndi cho t6i nghe moi chuyén”’, ¢b néi. “Téi can biét”.

Gabriel ha kinh xudng va dura ¢ 1én bire v&. Khi cit tiéng, anh khong ndi chuyén voi Sarah m ni voi Marguerite. “Chiing tdi s& theo ddi hiin. Ching toi
s€ nghe trdm han néu cd the. Ching t6i s€ chup hinh hin, thu m giong ndi han lai vao bang roi giri cho cac chuyén gia ctia ching t6i phan tich”.

“Néu céc chuyén gia bén anh x4c dinh d6 1 hin?”

“Vao thoi gian va dia diémma ching t6i cam thiy thich hop, chiing t6i s& ha hin”.

“Ha hén?”

“Am sat hin. Giét hin. Trir khir hén. Hay chon tir ndo c6 cam thiy thich hop, Sarah. Bén gio nay toi van chura timra tir d6”.
“Anh da Am chuyén ndy bao nhiéu An?”

Anh ghé sat mit vao birc v&, thi thim. “Nhiéu in r6i, Sarah”.

““Anh da giét bao nhiéu ngwoi? Muoi? Hai muoi? Vige giét choc da gidi quyét duge van dé khing bd chura hay chi lm vige iy t0i ¢ hon? Néu anh tim
thay Ahmed bin Shafiq rdi giét han, chuyén nay s€ duge gi? S€ két thuic, hay liéu mot tén nao khac s& budc ra nhén thay vi tri ctia han?”’



“Cubi cling thi mdt tén sat nhan khéac s& nhan vi tri ctia hén. Trong thoi gian qua do do, nhiéu mang ngudi s& duge clru song. Va cong Iy s& duoc thyc
thi”,

“DAy co that sy i cong ly khong? Ching 1§ cong Iy c6 thé thuc sur duoc thure thi bang mot khiu sting luc hay xe hoi gai thude nd sao?”

Anh nhic kinh ra va quay nguoi lai, doi mit xanh biéc anh Ién trong ving dén chéi chang. “C thich tranh ci vé khia canh dao dire clia viéc chong khing
b6 a? bicu ay khien ¢ dé chiu hon phai khong? C6 an tamdi, Ahmed bin Shafiq khong bao gio phi thoi gian vat Ion voi nhing cau hoi vé dao dirc. Co
¢ thé chic chan rang néu han nam duoc thiét bi hat nhan, ban khoan duy nhit ctia han s€ chi 1a ding thiét bi nay d€ pha hity New York hay Tel Aviv’’.
“Pay Ia cong Iy hay chi 1a su tra tht, Gabriel?”

M6t lan nira anh lai tlﬁy‘ nhu minh dang ¢ cting Shanron. Léan ndy bbi canh khong con ¢ nha anh trén dudng Narkiss ma la mbt budi trera 4m 4p thang
chin ndm 1972 - ngay dau tién Shamron dén tim anh. Gabriel da dat cau hoi giong nhur Sarah vay.

“Moi viéc van chua qua tré, Sarah. C6 ¢6 thé rit lui néu 6 mudn. Ching t6i s& tim ngudi khac thay thé”.

“Khong c6 ai khac giéng t6i. Thém nita, t6i cting khong mudn rit lui”.

“Véy c¢6 mudn gi?”’

“Yén 6n lwong tam dé ngi ngon moi t67”.

“Ngu di, Sarah. Hay ngli ngon”.

“Con anh?”

“T6i con mdt birc v& phai Bm ndt”,

Anh quay ngudi lai va deo kinh vao. Sarah van chura chiu bung tha.

“Chuyén d6 c6 dung khong?”, ¢b hoi. “Tit ca nhitng didu viét vé& anh trong cac bao nhiic dén vu tn cong ga Lyon?”
“Hau hé¢”

“Anh d giét nhirng ngudi Palestine ctia nhém Théng Chin Pen, nhimg nguoi da thue hién vy tan sat hang loat & Munich?”
“M6t vai tén trong s6 d6”.

“Anh ¢6 am chuyén 4y lan nita khong, sau khi biét moi chuyén d xay ra nhu bay gio?”

Anh do du trong gidy lat. “C0, Sarah. Toi van m. T6i s& n6i cho ¢6 biét tai sao. D6 khong phai i tra thi. Thang Chin Pen 1 nhém khing b tan 4c
nhat trén thé giéi, bon chiing can phai bi tiéu di¢t”.

“Nhung anh hdy nhin lai xem chuyén nay da khién anh phai tra gia nhur thé ndo. Anh da mét gia dinh”.

“Tét ca nhitng ai tham gia vao cudc chién ndy déu phéi mit mat mot thir gi do. Dat mrde ciia ¢d da timg yén on trong hoa binh, timg 1 ngon dén soi sang
vé tir do va tinh ding mure. Bay gio dat nurde ¢b tay da vy mau, nhiéu ngudi dang bi nhdt trong nhitng nha nguc bi mét. Ching t6i khong lam cong viée
ndy vi thich thi. Chiing t6i lam vi khong con sur chon hra nao khac. C6 nghi t6i ¢6 sur chon hra no u? C6 nghi Dina Sarid c6 quyén lwra chon u? Chiing
61 khong c6. C6 ciing khong”. Anh nhin ¢4 trong gidy lat. “Trir phi ¢6 mudn toi tim nguoi khéc thay ¢6 trong vu nay”.
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“Khong ngudi ndo khéc c6 thé thay t61”, ¢6 lip lai. “Khi ndo t0i phéi sin sang?”’
Gabriel quay ngudi lai dua co 1én bire v&. S6m thoi, anh nghi. Thém mdt hai ngay khoi phuc lai nhimg hinh v&. Sau d6 quét mot I6p véeni. Lic d6 Sarah
s€ san sang lAm tran.

Nhitng viéc con lai 1 hudn luyén thue dia cho Sarah. Lavon va Uz Navot huéng dan trong chimg mure ¢6 ¢6 thé tiép thu. Sudt ba ngiy démho dua
Sarah di khip cac duong phd va day ¢6 nhirg nguyén tic cin ban trong nghé. Ho day c6 lim cach 130 dé tién hanh mdt cude gap bi mat, va imsao
biét dwoc mot dia diém da bi cai dat. Ho day co cach phat hién minh dang bi theo doi va lam sao de cét dubi. Ho day ¢o cach tao hop thur bi mét va trao
tai liéu cho nguoi chuyen tin. Ho day ¢ cach goi s khin cép cta Vin phong trén dién thoai tra tién binh thrdng, va im cach ndo dé gitp ho c6 thé
nhén dang co thé ¢6 néu xac cd bi 16 tung. Sau budi d6, Lavon khen ngoi ¢6 i nhan vién thyc dia khong chuyén c6 ning khiéu bam sinh nhit nma 6ng
timg hudn luyén. Anh c6 thé hoan tat khoa hoc trong hai ngy, nhung Gabriel, c6 1 dé yén tam hon, nht mye doi thém ngay huan luyén thir ba. Khi
Lavon, cubi ctng ciing trd vé can nhé an toan & Surrey, nhin thay Gabriel dang dimg suy tur bén ao ca, tay cam can cau con mit thi dai theo mat nurée
cham chi twa nhu dang ding ¥ chi bt ca phai xuét hién. “C6 4y sn sang 161", Lavon thong bao. “Nhung vin dé bay gios i anh d4 sin sang chira?””.
Gabriel chAm chim thu day cau va theo Lavon tr¢ lai vao nha.

Budi t6i hom d('),'khi 4nh dén vut tit trong dai li du lich nho bé & Mason”s Yard, co6 Archer, tay 6Ip chft)ng ho so ¢, ngung chan mot Iat trén du cAu
thang nhin sang 10i vao phong tranh Isherwood thong qua 16p ctra kinh lap linh. Ngbi dang sau quay tiep tan la Elena, 6 thu ky ngwdi Y xinh dep cua
ong Isherwood. C6 ngude 1én khéi man hinh may vi tinh giri 6 Archer mot nu hdn gi6 tam biét, sau d6 nhin xudng tiép tuc lam vic.



C6 Archer mim cudi budn ba bude xubng cu thang. Khong c6 giot nurde mit ndo trong mét ¢6. C6 da khéc mot minh & noi khong ai nhin thiy, ding
nhur viée ¢ ludn phai mjt minh lam hau hét moi viéc. Ciing khong ¢6 sy do du trong budc chan cd. Sudt hai muroi bay nim, c6 dén vin phong ndy nam
budi sang mdt tuan. Ca budi sang thir bay nita, néu cAn phai c6 ngudi tnre vin phong C6 dang mong cho den ngiy nghi huu, thim chi dén sém hon du
dinh m0t chut cling dugc. Co 1€ c6 s& di nghi dai ngay, hodic mua mt can nha nho & mién qué. Co da dé it dén mot can nha nho nho ¢ Chilterns duoc
mot thdi gian. C6 chéin chéin mot didu: Co khong hé héi tiée khi rdi bo noi ndy. Mason’s Yard s& khong bao gidr con gidng nhur trude kia, néu ¢o
Bancroft chung dién van con im viéc & ddy. Ciing khong phai co ¢ Archer thanh kién véi ngudi M§. C6 chi khong himg thi khi im viée gin ngudi
M.

Khi ¢6 bude gan t6i cubi cau thang, ¢6 tiéng ré ré vang lén va 6 khoa ty dong & cira bén ngoai bat mo. Cam on, Elena, c6 nghii khi budc chan ra ngoai
trong khong khi se lanh ctia budi toi. C6 khong thém nhdc cai mong dit tron trinh ctia minh ra khoi ghé dé chao tam biét cho dang hoang, trong khi chinh
c6 da déy t6i ra khoi ctra nhur thé nay day. C6 nhitng mudn vi pham quy dinh ctia 6ng Isherwood vé viéc cho cira tir dong khéa lai, nhung, chuyén
nghiép dén phut cudi, ¢6 & lai thém muroi gidy nita, cho dén khi nghe tiéng dong cach ctia chdt cira roi moi tir tir budc chan vé phia 16i ra.

C6 Archer khong hé biét ring c6 ba ngudi thude nhom neviot, ngdi trong mot chiée xe tai nhd dau bén kia dudng Duke, dang cn than theo doi nhat cir
nhat dong ctia minh. C6 di rdi ma ho van & lai trong xe tai thém mdt tiéng nira, dé phong truong hop ¢ con quén thir gi. Sau d6, trude tam gid mdt chit,
ho nhe nhang budc xudng 16i di, chim chim bang qua san gach ci, tién vé phong tranh. DGi véi Julian Isherwood, nguoi dang doi theo nhiing bude di
khong Iy gi laim voi va ciia ho tir cira s6 phong lim viée ctia minh, ho giéng nhu nhitng ngudi dao huyét ¢6 mot dém dai dang & phia trude.
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Luan Bon

Cong viéc thuc su bat dau cudi bubi sang ngay hom sau khi Julian Isherwood, mdt nha buén ban tranh danh ﬁéng & Luan Don, nhic may dién thoai goi
t61 khu chung cu Knightbridge tim Andrew Malone, ¢6 van nghé thuat doc quyen cua Zizi al-Bakari. Nguoi trd 101 dién thoai i mdt ngudi phu nir, giong
con ngai ngl, thong bao ring Malone da ra nurdc ngoai

“Trdn chay phép ludt 42”. Julian hoi, c6 ging hai hude dé lim nhe bét tinh hung kho xir.

“Thir goi di dong cho ong Ay xem”, ngudi phu nit ndi rdi dap dién thoai xubng,

May miin thay, Isherwood c6 dién thoai di dong ctia Malone. Anh Bp titc quay 6, va theo 10 huréng dan, dé lai mdt miu tin nhéin ngin gon. Gén cudi
ngay Malone méi ha co goi lai cho anh.

“T6i dang & Rome”, hin ndi giong nho nhe. “Mot vu Ion. Rét 16n”.

“Ciing khong ngac nhién Fim, Andrew. Anh toan m in 1on thoi ma”,

Malone dep ciu noi cau canh ciia Isherwood sang mdt bén. “Toi chi ¢6 it thoi gian”, hén noi. “Toi giip gi duoc ddy, Julie?”

“To1 nghi minh c6 mdt thir cho anh. Thye ra 1a cho khach hang cuia anh”.

“Khéch hang ciia t6i khong suu tip Bac thay Thoi xua”.

“Thir ti ¢6 cho khach hing cia anh khong phéi |2 Bic thay Thoi xua. DAy & mdt birc thude trudng phai An twong. Nhung khong phéi loai An tuong
nhan nhan khap noi. Anh hiéu y t01 khong? Burc hoa rat dac biét,‘ Andrew. Mot thir ma chi vai ba nha suru tap trén the gidi dam mo dén viée s hitu no,
va khach hang ctia anh thudc s6 nay. T6i hy vong anh I3 nguoi dau tién chiém ngudng né - wu tién day nhé. Anh cé hirng thi véi va nay khong, hay t6i
nén tim ngur¢i khac?”

“No6i thém di, Julie”.

“Xin 16i, dng ban t5t, nlung ddy khong phai 1a thir ¢6 thé trao ddi trén dién thoai. Hen gip an trura ngay mai nhé? Toi s& dar”.

“Mai t6i di Tokyo mat roi. Mot nha suu tap co birc Monet chi toi mudn mua”,

“Vay ngay kia thi sao?”

“D6 I ngy t6i nghi ngoi sau chuyén bay. Ching ta hen gip thir nm, droc khong?”
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“Anh s& khong hdi han vé chuyén nay dau, Andrew”.
“Hbi han 14 nhitng thir can bude ching ta. Chao, Julie”.

Isherwood ctip méy nhin ngudi dan ong vai rong c6 méi toc vang du dang ngdi & phia bén kia ban. “Lam rét t5t”, Uzi Navot n6i. “Nhung in t6i hiy dé
Zizi dai bira trua”.

Gabriel khong ngac nhién khi nghe tin Andrew Malone dang ¢ Y, anh da cho ngudi theo ddi héin gin mot tudn nay. Mot bue diéu khiic Degas da lot mit
xanh Zizi va Malone phai dén thanh phd Eternal dé dam phén mua lai n6. Nhung dém thir hai héin ta ra di tay tring va bay sang Tokyo. Nha suru tip vo
danh s hitu birc Monet i Malone nmudn mua khéng ai khac hon chinh i nha cong nghiép ndi tiéng Monto Watanabe. Trong vé that bai hién trén
khuon mit Malone khi rdi can ho ctia Watanabe, Gabriel két luan 14 vu thurong lwong da khong co két qua tt. T6i hom do Malone goi cho Isherwood
va théng bao minh s& & lai Tokyo mdt ngiy lu hon dur tinh. “Téi e ring ching ta phéi hodn cudc hen lai”, hin néi. “Tuan t6i duge khong?”. Gabriel,
ngudi dang mong moi viée trdi chay, hudng din cho Isherwood déy nhanh cude gip, nén cude gip chi b1 hoan lai thém mdt ngay, tir thir nAm sang thir
séu, méc dii Isherwood ciing nhurong b bang cach hen gip vao cudi budi trura & Malone ¢6 thé chop miét vai tiéng. Qua thire Malone c6 & lai Tokyo
thém mot ngdy, nhung tram theo ddi Tokyo khong thy hin lién lac gi thém véi Watanabe hay dai dién ctia Watanabe.

Miii dén chiu t6i thir ndm Andrew Malone mdi quay tré lai Luén Don, dang ve thét than, theo 101 Eli Lavon thi trong | héin gidng hét cai xac khong hon
thanh lich trong bo quan 40 trang nhi ctia nha may Savile Row ndi tiéng, Khoang 3 gi rudi chiéu hom sau, xac chet 4y Iudt vao cira nha hang Green &
phd Duke, 1di yén vi tai goc ban noi Isherwood dang doi. Nhan ly rurgu vang tring tir tay Isherwood, Malone cét tiéng;

“Nay, ching ta di thing vao vin dé nhé! Anh c6 mén gi béo b cho t6i 42 Ké nao dem dén mon hang d6 thé? Nang ly thoil”

Mot tiéng rudi sau, khi Isherwood dén thi Chiara dang dmg doi ¢ dau cau thang. Nha budn tranh khénh khang leo Ién nhing bac thang mi tréi tham,
tay cam hai chai vang trang tuyét hao mua bang tién ctia Gabriel. Chiana bao anh 1€ trdi, noi timg la khu van phong cta cong ty du lich Archer. O do,
mit ngu01 Israel phu trach cho Gabriel dang doi anh. Isherwood coi 40 khoac, md nit 4o so mi, d€ 16 mot thict bi ghi &m nho gan chit vao nguc bang
day thit lung co gian.

“T6i khong thudng hanh dong thé nay trong budi hen dau tién véi khach hing dau”, Julian ni.

Anh chang Israel vira g méy ghi dmra vira mim curoi. “Thé con mon tom him thi sao?”

“Hoi dai, nhung ciing khong dén ndi t&”

“Ong d4 hoan thanh rt tot nhiém vy, thua ngai Isherwood. Rt t6t”.

“Toi nghi chéic day 1 phi vu cudi cting. Con bay gid, hi vong khi ra ngoai, t6i khong bi bin bé so”.

skoksk

Péng ly doan ghi am phai duoc truyén di mot cach dam bao hon, nhung cling giéng nhur Adrian Carter, Gabriel van c6 chit gi d6 ¢b hiy, lac hau, anh
khing khang doi tai thong tin vao mot dia mém va xéch tay dén nha an toan Surrey. Hon tam gior i, thir ma moi nguoi nong long chdr doi moi duoc giao
tan noi. Gabriel bo dia vao 6 dia vi tinh va phan nit Play. Dina nhay chém Ién ghé s6-pha, Yaakov ngdi co chan trén ghé banh, tay chdng cim, hdo hirc
lang nghe. Bém d6 dén phién Rona phai nau &n. Vira nghe giong Andrew Malone 1 ¢6 goi voi sang tir nha bép, bao Gabriel van to tiéng Ién dé nghe
cung.

stk

“Nay Julian, anh twong toi 1 thang khéy 427

“P6 1a mon do co that, Andrew a. T6i tin m¥it thiy roi”.

“Anh c6 anh ctia n6 khong?”

“T6i khong duge phép chyp anh no”,

“Ai I chi birc tranh d6?”

“Chi nhan mudn gidu tén””

“Di nhién rdi, nhung 1 ai mi duge chir, anh ban Julian ctia t6i?”

“Toi khong thé tiét 1o danh tinh ctia chit nhén. Xin dugc dat ddu chim hét & day. C6 Ay tin tudng uy thac t6i lam dai dién cho viée giao dich nay”.

“Co ay? Vay I phy nir 2?”

“Burc tranh da ¢ cung voi mot gia dinh trong ba thé hé, va hién tai do mot phunit nim giit”.



“Gia dinh thé no ha Julian, tiét 1§ cho t6i chit thong tin d7”.
“Gia dinh nguoi Phap. Va ddy ciing 1 tit ca nhimg g t6i c6 thé cho anh biét”.

“Toie rang néu chi c6 thé thi rét kho long thire hién giao dich duoc, anh ban Julian a. It ra anh phai cho t6i biét c4i gi @6 cu thé hon. Toi chang thé ndo di
tay tring vé gip Ong chi Zizi cta t6i dugc. Ong ta s& ndi cau ngay Bp tirc. Néu mudn Zizi nhap cude choi, thi phai choi theo luat ciia 6ng Ay’

“Toi khong o ngai chuyén dy, Andrew a. Toi tim dén anh dAu tién vi toi wu 4i anh nhét. N6i thit toi chang d¢ ¥ gi dén luat cta Zizi. Toi cling chéng can
6ng ta. Néu toi loan tin ra thi truong rang t6i dang gitr mot birc tranh van chua trinh ling ctia Van Gogh, thi bao dam tat ca dén suu tap, vién bao tang
trén trai dat ndy s€ tu tim dén t6i, dang ti€én cho t6i. Anh nén nhé k¥ dieu d6™.

“Thtr 16i cho 61, Julie. T6i mét moi vi ca tuan nay bui dau voi cong viée. Ching ta bit dau lai cdu chuyén nhé!”
“San long thoi”.

“Anh c6 thé tra 10i vai cau hoi cia toi chir?”

“Con phai xem anh hoi gi nita”.

“T6i s& bt dau bang cau don gian nhét. Cho t6i biét bay gior bire tranh dy dang ¢ dau? O Phép hay Anh?”
“O ngay tai Luan Pon nay”.

“Trong phong tranh ctia anh a?”

“Khong”.

“Birc tranh thé loai gi? Phong canh? Tranh finh v4t? Hay chan dung?”

“Chan dung”.

“Tur hoa?”

“Khong”

“Nam hay nit?”.

“Hay thét. Thé duoc hoa lic dau khoi nghiép hay sau nay?””.

“Sau nay”.

“Tai thi trdn Saint-Rémy hay 1 Auvers?”

“Tranh hoan thanh vao nhitng ngay cudi doi ctia danh hoa tai Auvers”.

“Khong phéi anh dang ndi dén birc danh hoa bi 4n Marguerite Gachet d6 chr, Julian?”

“Da dén lic ching ta phai goi m6n an rdi”.

“Quy quéi tht. Anh cho 61 cau tra 1 dugc chir? C6 phai anh dang n6i dén birc hoa Marguerite Gachet khong?”

“Nay gior toi da ¢b ging tra 1oi ding theo cam két ctia chiing ta, va t6i khong thé n6i thém diéu gi duoc nita. Néu anh muén biét bire tranh d6 thé nio,
moi anh dén xem tin niit”,

“Anh mdi t6i dén xemu?”

“Khong phai anh ma I3 6ng chil ctia anh”.

“Ong chii t6i ban biu subt”.

“T6i da chi dinh danh 72 gior € anh va 6ng chii anh suy nghii vé d& nghi nay. Sau d6, t6i s& chinh thirc loan tin rong ri
“Khong hay ti ndo. Ong chi1 t6i khong thich bj ap dat ti hau thu nhur vay”.

“P6 khong phai i t6i hau thur, chi don gian 1 viée lim an. Ong Ay hiéu diéu d6 hon ai hét”.



“Tién bac ra sao?”
“Tam muroi Bm triéu”.

“Tém muroi lim triéu a2 Thé thi anh tim Zizi | ding nguoi ri. Thoi budi by gid tién bac hoi khé kiémmdt chut. Toi ciing chiing nhé An cudi ngudi ta tra
dén tammuroi lam triéu cho mdt mon hang 14 e ndo nita? Anh c¢6 nhd khdng?”

“Chéc chin birc tranh s& dang gia voi timg xu ma Zizi bo ra”.

“Néu qua that nhu nhitng gi anh néi, va néu birc tranh van con trong tinh trang tt, 101 s& lap tirc dua tién cho anh theo diing nhitng gi anh yéu cau. Lau
nay 6ng chu t6i van tim kiém mot birc tranh diing voi g tri ctia nd. Toi nghi anh bict phai khong? D6 ciing 14 Iy do anh tim dén t6i trude tién. Anh thira
hiéu ching ta c6 the hoan tat viée giao dich nay trong mot buodi chicu. Khong phai dau gia, khong qua bao chi. Chang phai hoi han gi vé ¢6 chi nhin
nguoi Phap nho bé va mai danh an tich ctia anh. T6i chinh 14 con ga d¢€ trimg vang ma anh dang tim kiém, va t6i nghi anh hiéu phai cho con ga nay chut
loi nhuan chir nhi?”

“Anh dang mu6n n6i gi ha Andrew?”

“T6i khong can giai thich thé”

“Nhung t6i qua that khong hiéu. Anh c6 thé n6i rd hon chit khong?”

“T6i dang ndi dén tién, Julian a. Téi dang ndi dén mdt miéng banh thit nhod cét ra tir mot 6 banh thit to”.

“Anh mu6n dugc chia phan 4? Tham gia chia phén, theo cdch ngudi My thurdng néi”.

“Xin dirng dé cap dén ngudi My & day. Hién thoi, ong chit ctia 16i khong thich nhéic dén kiéu cach ctia ngudi M.

“Vay thi thé ndo goi I chia phan?”

“Nhur thé ndy, dé tranh viéc tranh cai, 161 xin giai thich nhur sau: phén hoa hong ban tranh ctia anh 13 10 phantram, ddng nghia anh nhan duoc mdt khoan
hoi tam triéu rudi d6 trong chi mdt budi chidu. Con vé phan minh, t6i chi mong s& c¢6 10 phin trdm trén 10 phén tréim ctia anh. Ma ciing chiing phéi toi
Xin x6 g, t61 xtmg dang c6 phan d6. Anh phai tra cho t6i, néu nhur anh tham gia cudc choi nay”.

“Theo nhitng gi toi duoc biét, anh a ¢ vén nghé thudt duy nhét ctia Zizi. Va chédc han Zizi phai tré hrong cho anh héu hinh im. Anh dang song nhés vao
tien cua 6ng chi Zizi, thoai mai thur gidin trén dét cta Zizi. Ong ta tra cong cho anh nhiéu nhur thé vi khong muon anh kiém chac thém trén cac khoan gao
dich khac. Nhung rd rang 1a anh dang bat c4 hai tay, c6 phai khong Andrew? Chuyén nay da bao 1au r6i? Anh d3 an chia dugc bao nhiu tién ctia Zizi
16i ha?”

“D6 khong phéi i tién ctia Zizi. PO 1 tién cta t6i. Zizi khong biét dwoc, khut mit trong coi ma”.

“L 6ng ta biét thi sao? Ong ta s& day anh dén thung fing cat Empty Quarter rdi dé méic anh cho Ii kén kén phanh thay”.

“Chinh xac, anh ban ctia t6i. V2 t6i hi vong vi I§ d6 anh s& khong tiét 16 mdt 1oi ndo voi ong ta. Téi trao tang anh 7 triéu rudi do chi trong mdt budi chidu.
Khong dén noi t§ nhi. Xem nhu chiing ta da thoa thudn xong. Va cling lam giau, anh nghi sao?”

“Thoi duge Andrew. Anh s& ¢6 10 phan trim ctia anh. Nhung toi can gip niit dng chi Zizi quy phéi ciia anh trong vong 72 tiéng nita, néu khong thi xem
nhu cham dat giao dich”.

Gabriel bim dimg doan thu am, va diéu chinh nghe lai phan cudi.
“Nhung 13 rang 1 anh dang bt c4 hai tay, c6 phai khong Andrew? Chuyén nay da bao lau 1di? Anh d3 n chia dwoc bao nhiéu tién ctia Zizi rdi ha?”
“D6 khong phai 1 tién ctia Zizi. D6 1 tién ciia toi. Zizi khong biét duoc, khudt mét trong coi i
“Ly ong ta biét thi sao? Ong ta s& day anh dén thung ling cat Empty Quarter rdi dé miic anh cho Iii kén kén phanh thay”.
“Chinh x4c, anh ban ctia toi. Va i hi vong vi 1§ d6 anh s& khong tiét 16 mdt 101 ndo voi ong ta”,
Gabriel tit churong trinh, Ay dia ra khoi may.
“Tén Malone nay déu kinh Ién duoc”. Yaakov nhén xét.
“Diing vay”, Gabriel dong tinh, di1 anh da biét diéu nay tir lu.
“Anh nghi ¢6 nén dé ai d6 bao cho Zizi biét khong”, Dina hoi. “Nhur vay ciing hop Iy thoi”.

“Diing vay” Gabriel vira ndi vira ¢t dia vao tii. “S& ¢6 ai d6 bao cho Zizi. Nhung khong phéi 1 ching ta”,



D6 12 72 giov dai nhat mi ho timg trai qua. Toan 1 nhitng canh bao va hira hen, co lic turémg nhur chéc chan s& thyc hién nhung i lai bi hity bo chi trong
chdc 1at. Malone lic 1 ngudi doa dam, Iic lai van xin. “Ong chi Zizi rat ban ron”, hdn thong béo vao chleu thir bay. “Bay gio ong dang ban mot vu lam
an lon, chic phai di Delhi ngay homnay va bay thing dén Singapore ngay mai Co khi giita tuAn sau ong ay mdi c6 mat & Ludn Don”. Nhung Isherwood
van curong quyét gitt ¥ dinh ctia minh, canh cira co i duy nhit cho Zizi s& chinh thirc khép lai ic 5 i chiéu, va sau d6 Zizi ty di ma tim kiém 6 moi

ngoc ngach.

Chiéu mudn chi nhat, Malone goi dién thoai va thong bao tin budn ring Zizi dang Iy gidly thong hanh. Gabriel khong lo Fing vi diéu ndy nhiéu Bim, boi vi
ctng chiéu hom d6 nhom dic vu déng tai vin phong cong ty du lich Archer da nhin thdy mdt ngudi dan ong Ardp sang trong khoang 30 tudi, king vang
do tham xung quanh khu virc Mason’s Yard. Sau khi xem hinh ké khé nghi, Lavon da xac dinh dwoc danh tanh ctia han [ Jafar Shakuri, timg 14 linh
canh v& Ardp Xéut, hién Ia thanh vién ctia nhom cén v¢ cép cao cho Ziz. “Hin dang dén”, Lavon nhan xét. “Ziz ludn thich choi trd danh d6”.

Cubc dién thoai ho mong doi cubi ctng ciing dén vao lic 10 gid 22 phiit sang hom sau. Dau day bén kia 1 giong Andrew Malone, va dit khong nhin thiy
mit, ho thira biét 6 ongta rat vui vé. Zizi dang trén duong dén Luan Don, va c6 thé ghé ngang qua phong tranh cta Isherwood lic 4 gio 30 phit. “Zizi
cting 6 vai quy tic”, Malone noi trude khi gc may. “Khong ruou bia, khong thude 14. Hay sap xép hai co gai an nyc lich sy, chinh t& dé don tiép ong
ay. Zizi thich phy nit d@p, nhung phai 3 dep duyén dang. Va ong chii Zizi ctia ching t6i 1 nguoi ctia tin ngudng, ong Ay dé phét long”.

Ban dang doc truyén Nguoi Pura Tin duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Churong 20
Luén Bon

Birc tranh Marguerite Gachet dén trudc Zizi, n6 nim trong thing sau xe tai nho, duoc nguy trang cn than, do mdt tai xé chuyén nghiép lai dén tir ga
Luan Pon. Rdi nd duge bi mét chuyén vio phong tranh Isherwood thong qua khu bdc d hang hoa an toan. C6 hai gi thude ddi bao vé ciia Wazr bin
Talal theo ddi viéc van chuyén. Hai gi nay yén vi trén mdt chiéc xe hoi d4u tai duong Duke, chinh Jafar Sharuki, can vé cao cap, ciing dang ngdi nhim
nhip mon khoai tdy chién tai mbt quan bar canh phong tranh cia Isherwwod. Thur dién tir x4c nhAn tranh da van chuyén dén noi an toan doc nhom dic
vu giri dén nha Surrey vao lic 3 gior 18 phit chiéu. Dina nhan th, va doc thanh neng cho Gabriel nghe. Liic ny anh dang di di li lai trén thm tham cii
rich trai trong phong khach. Thi thoang anh ngimg bude, nghiéng du nhur dang ling nghe tiéng nhac vang vang tir xa, 16i lai tiép tuc cude hanh trinh di toi
di lui trong phong khach.

Trong Gabriel 1 cim giéc bt Iyrc ctia mdt nha viét kich ctia dém chinh thirc md mén. Anh da tao ra nhén vét, dién tap ki thoai voi ho va sap chimg kién
ho biéu dién trén sin khiu. D6 I Isherwood trong trang phuc den soc tréing véi ca vat d6 may min clia minh, anh ta ubng nurde v tranh thii nhim nhap
mong tay ngdn tr6 tri dé giam cang thing. Chiara ngdi sau it ban gwrong bong lodng, toc bui cao, chan bit chéo, con Sarah, thanh lich v6i bo trang
phuc Chanel den mua & ctra hang Harrods trude d6 hai tuan, ngdi thing trén truong ky trong phong trung bay trén Jau. C6 ddm dam nhin bire hoa
Maguerite Gachet nhung tAm tri lai nghi dén tén hung than sap stra budce ra khoi thang may trong hai tiéng nita. Néu anh c6 thé phén lai vai dién, c6 thé
d6 s& 14 vai ctia Sarah. Nhung bay gior thi da qua tré, sdp dén gio md man roi.

Cho nén, thay vi thé, nha soan kich bat dc di ctia chiing ta danh phai di di lai lai trong long, ndn ndng chd doi thong tin cap nhét. Vao lic 3 gio 4 phit,
chiéc phi co 747 ciia ngai Baker ha dan canh xudng sin bay, ngai Baker & ddy chinh 1 bi danh cho Zizi al-Bakari. Liic 3 gio 32 phut, ngai Baker va
doan tiy ttng am xong th tyc hai quan. Lic 3 gio 45 pht, ho leo 1én nhitng chiéc limousine dang doi sin, 3 i 52 phit: xe bon bon kin banh trén qudc
16 A4. Liic 4 g 9 phit ¢6 van ngh¢ thudt cua ngai Baker, v6i bi danh la Marlowe, tir doan xe ho tong, goi dién thoai cho Isherwood bao ring xe dén tré
vai phut. Tuy vy, moi viée ¢6 vé tién trién thuan 101, vivao lic 4 gio 27 phit, nguoi ta da thdy doan xe ho tong tir quang truong Piccadilly r€ vao duong
Duke. Ping ltic d6, 1on xon bét du xay ra, phan 16i thude Ve doan xe cta Zizi. Chuyén Xxay ra 14 do chiéc limousine c6 18 vao con duong chit hep
Mason’s Yard. Thé nhung chi di duge mot doan ng,an, tai x& danh phai dimg chiée xe cong kénh lai. C6 18 do anh ban cin vé Sharuki da tinh toan
khong chinh xac pham vi long dudng, D6 ciing 14 lic Gabriel nhan mdt théng diép tir nhom tinh béo ctia anh rang ngai Baker, Chi tich Hoi dong quan tri
kiém Giam ddc cong ty Jihad, s& phai budc ra ngoai xe va cude bd vao phong tranh.

Sarah khong thé kién nhén ngf)i chd trong phong trung bay trén lu duoc nita, cd nhay xudng lAu dudi, noi 14 phong lAm viéc ca c6 va Julian, ghé mét
quan sat khung canh dang dién ra trén doan dudng trude phong tranh. Pay ciing I hanh vi chdng d01 ménh Iénh dAu tién ctia ¢d, vi ring Gabriel da yéu
cau ¢b phai & yén vi trf trén lau, khong duoc phép 16 mit cho dén phit chét. Theo ké hoach, su xuat hién ctia ¢6 s& dong thoi véi viée vén man bue tranh
Marguerite. Co s€ tuan theo ménh Iénh, thé nhung diéu do chi xay ra sau khi co dugc tan mit dién kién dung nhan Zizi. Sarah da nghién ctru nhin dang
ciia Zizi qua nhing birc anh Yossi dua cho ¢6 Iic trudc, co ghi nhé tiéng n6i ctia hén trén video. Nhung 16 rang nhitng cai d6 khong séng dong bang
hinh anh that. D6 Iy do khién ¢6 ci lai ménh lénh, xudng quan sét Zizi va doan tlly ting ctia héin lan huot tién vao khu vire sin phong tranh.

Dén d4u doan I Rafiq ak Kamal, truéng nhom cn vé ciia Zizi. Ngoai doi, trong héin kénh cang hon trong hinh, nhung di chuyén nhanh nhen y nhu nguoi
bang nira kich thude ca hén. Hén khong miic 40 khodc, vi 4o khodc s& can tr& hanh dong rit sing tu vé. Rafiq al-Kamal la ke v6 lwong tam, Eli Lavon
ting miéu ta vé hin nhu thé. Con e ndy, hén dao mit quan sat xung quanh khoanh san, theo céi cach nguoi hudng dao sinh do timke th, roi quay dau,
ra d4u an toan theo wéc dinh dé doan ngudi phia sau tiép budc.

K¢é dén 14 hai ¢6 nang cuc ky xinh dep trong bd 40 khodc dai, téc xoa den tuyén, vé mit c4u kinh vi phai 16i bd ca doan duong gan 50 mét tir chiée xe
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hoi sang trong vao phong tranh C6 nang bén phai chinh 1a Nadi al’—Bakari, con gai cung cua Zizi, con bén trai 1a Rahimah Hamza, con gai ctia Daoud
Hanwa, ngudi Li-béng, timg tot nghiép Dai hoc Standford danh tieng, hién 1 quan ly tai chinh tai ba cta Tap doan AAB. Chinh Hama, cha c6 ta dang
di sau vai bude, tay cam dién thoai, cham chu ling nghe.

Tiép theo i Herr Manfred Wehrli, Giam déc ngén hang Thuy ST, noi ndm giit tién ctia Zizi. Bi canh Wehrli B mdt chi nhoc, khong 1d con cai nha ai, va
ngay sau chi ta, I hai ¢6 nang ciing khong kém phin xinh dep, mdt ¢6 v6i méi toc vang dng a, con ¢b kia thi toc ngin, méu hat dé. Khi chi nhoc bét
thinh finh nghich ngom nhdy sang hudng khéc, thi ngay lap tirc bi chan lai béi ngudi dan 6ng co céi tén Jean-Michel, véi dong tac cuc ky nhanh nhen.
Hin 13 mdt v5 s§ ngudi Phép, hién 1 hudn huyén vién riéng kiém can vé than tin ctia Zizi.

Thu nita 13 Abdul-Jalil va Abdul-Hakim, hai ludt su dugc dao tao bai ban & nudc My. Yossi tirng tam dirng bai huén luyén nira chirng chi dé mia mai
rang Zizi ¢b tinh chon ra hai ludt sur riéng v6i cai tén c6 thé dich nom na k: T6i t¢ ctia Vinhan va Toi t& ctia nha thong théi. Ké dén i Mansur, Giam doc
diéu hanh du lich, Hansan, Giam déc truyén thong, Andrew Malone, ¢6 vAn nghé thudt sip hét nhiém ky ctia Zizi. Cudi cling, ngai Zizi ciing xudt hién,
duoc hai can vé khac la Wazr bin Talal va Jafar Sharuki ho téng nghiém ngit.

Sarah ngung quan sat, quay ngudi dimg ddy. Chiara doi theo cho dén lic Sarah budc vao thang mdy va nhén nit di chuyén kén ting trén cung cua toa
nha. Mot thoang sau, ¢6 da yén vi trong phong trung bay, va ngay gilta phong la birc tranh Van Gogh duroc phi man, ném trén gid d6. Tiéng bude chan
thinh thich ctia Rafig vang Ién ¢ dau cau thang.

C6 khong duoc nghi ring hin l mot tén khing bd, Gabriel da can dan nhu vay. C6 khong duoc tir hoi liéu tién ctia hin ¢6 ndm trong tii Marwan al-
Shehhi hay c6 chi tra cho bat cir tén khing bb ndo da giét hai Ben hay khong. C6 phai xem hdn ngudi dan 6ng clia sy gidu co va quyén Iyc. Dimg ve
van, dimg du db, ma hily xem d6 chi don thuan a mdt cude phong van. Co s& khong Ién giurong voi héin, ma c6 s& lm viée cho h.an Va cho duco lamgi
di chang nita, ciing khong nén dura ra bat ky 101 khuyén ndo, vi hanh dong do s& kim hong vu giao dich ciing nhur cac nhiém vu tiép theo.

C6 nhin lai hinh dang minh phén chiéu trong canh cira thang may. C6 cam nhan minh khéc di so voi vé bé ngoai, van voi cai tén Sarah Bancroft, nhung 1
mdt phién ban khac, nhur 1 tac phdm phuc ché lai ciia cing mot buee tranh. C6 vudt thing bo dd hiéu Chanel, va tyr nhit minh khong vi Zizi, ma vi
Gabriel. Va ¢6 nghe vang ving tir phia dudi Au, 1in dAu tién, giong ctia quéi nhan. “Chao ong Isherwood”, ngai Chii tich Hi dong quén tri kiém Giam
ddc diéu hanh ctia Tép doan Jihad n6i. “Toi tén 1 Abdul Azizal Bakari. Andrew béo t6i anh ¢ mt birc tranh hay hay danh cho to1”.

Chuyén thang mdy dau tién chi toan nhing tén can vé. Rafig tién thing vao phong, do xét ¢o tir dau dén chan, trong khi Shakuri sam soi dudi truong ky
xem ¢ vii khi bi mét nao gidu & d6 hay khong. V3 si Jean-Michel thi nén got gidyy thinh thich rdo quanh cn phong giéng nhu mdt vii su ba 1 chinh hiéu.
Chuyen thang may ké tiép 1a ciia Malone va Isherwood, cip doi ndy ¢6 ve vui suéng bén canh hai ngudi dep Nadia va Rahimah. Cira thang mdy xich
mo]annua, lan nay A 6 ong chii Zizi va bin Talal - can vé thén tin nhét. Than hinh béo phi duoc khéo Ko che dAu boi bd quan 4o mau sam, bd rau tia tot
cén than, cing v6i cai du hoi cling duoc chiim séc khong kém phén ti mi. D6i mét tinh ranh va nhanh nhen Bp trc huéng tim nhin vé phia nguoi xa la
duy nhat trong phong,

Cb dirng mat cong tur gioi thiu minh m gi, Sarah a. Ma ciiing dimg nhin théng vao mit hin. Néu can phai ¢ cir chi diéu bo gi, nén dé Zizi boc 16 trude.

Sarah nhin xuéng chan. Canh ctra thang may lai xich md, hai tén Abdul va Abdul, nhirg t6i & ctia Chu nhén thong thai xuat hién cing lic v6i Herr
Wehrli - ci bi tién Thuy Si. Sarah nhin ho, rdi liéc mét nhin Zizi, ic y van dang chim chi quan sat co.

“Xin thir 16i cho t6i, thua ngai al-Bakari”, Isl}erwood mo 10i. “Hom nay, t6i khong dugc chu ddo Bm Pay la c6 Sarah Bancroft, tro Iy Giam dbc cta
cong ty. Sarah da giup chiing ta c6 duge budi hdi ngd hdm nay”.

Pimg bit tay du voi héin. Néu hin ¢6 bt tay véi ¢o, thi chi bat nhe, rdi tha tay ra ngay.

Sarah diing théing, tay dé sau lung, it van nhin xudng, C6 cam nhan duoc dnh it ciia Zizi. Cudi cing hén tién vé phia trrde va chia tay ra “Chéo ¢,
rat han hanh duoc gip ¢6”. Sarah nghe thiy minh thdt Ién. “T6i ciing rat hin hanh, thua ngai al-Bakari”

Zizi mim cudi v ndm tay ¢ Jau hon mirc can thiét, thé roi, hin dot ngdt budng tay va di vé phia birc tranh. Sarah quay lai, quan sét hdn tir phia sau, co
nhan thay mdt bo vai hep khong twong xting véi vong eo kha rong, “T6i rat muon xem tranh”, han cat 101, khong 13 danh cho ai. Sarah chot nhé toi 1o
Gabriel

Haly dé ctia Zizi twr dan déit moi viée. Néu 6 bit hiin ngdi nghe cAu chuyén cé budi thi chi t6 Bm hén ndi dién. Hay nhé ring ngdi sao clia v dién i Zizi
chtr khong phai birc tranh ma han ta muon mua.

Sarah tién lén phia truc, khéo Ko khong dé cham vai Zizi, va bit dau thio tim vai chodng xudng, C6 lim cong viée ny mdt céch ti mi, kéo dai thoi gian
dung trgéc burc tranh, che tam nhin ctia Zizi trude khi dé bire tranh lcf) diét} “Toi xin gi6i thiéu voi ngal birc traqh Thicu nit Marguerite Gachet tai ban
trang diém ctia danh hoa Vincent Van Gogh”, 6 trinh trong tuyén bd va tiép 101 ““ Tranh lam ttr chat liéu son dau, duoc ve tai Auvers vao thang 7 nam
1890”.

Nhirng tiéng tram trd thén phuc vang Ién tir phia dam tly ttng ctia Zizi, chi minh hén 13 im ling. C3ip miéit den u 4m ctia hin dao quanh trén bire tranh, vé
nit kin bung, Mot 1at sau, han théi khong chi y bire tranh nita ma quay sang Isherwood.

“Anh ban tim thiy birc tranh & dau vay?”
“Toi wéc g minh d lam diéu 4y, thua ngai al-Bakari kinh mén, nhung chinh ¢ Sarah ddy moi | nguoi kham pha ra n6”.

Zizi chuyén hudng sang Sarah. “La c6 4?”. Giong héin c6 chit than phuc.



“Véng, thua ngai al-Bakari”.

“Vay thi t6i xin hoi lai didu t6i da hoi Isherwood nhé. C6 tim thiy tranh & dau vay?”

“Nhur nhitng gi 6ng Malone da biét, chi nhén bure tranh khong mudn diroc néu tén”,

“T6i khong hoi vé chil nhén, t6i chi muén biét im thé nio ¢o timra né ma thoi”,

C5 phai cho héin biét didu g d6, Sarah a. Han c6 quyén dugc biét, nhung hdy t6 vé do du va bi an, vi hin 14 loai nguoi thich duge kham pha.
“P6 I két qua tim toi cong phu trong vai nim ciia ti, thira ngai”.

“Hay 1im! Cho i biét thém duge chir, cd Bancroft”.

“T6i e rang ti khong thé ndi thém gi, vi nhur thé s& vi pham sy thoa thuan gitta t6i va nhitng chi nhéan, thura ngai al-Bakary”.

“Mot chit nhan chir nhi”, Zizi stra 10 ¢6. “Andrew cho t6i biét, birc tranh 1 s& hiru ctia mdt phu nit nguoi Phap”.

“Dling vAy thra 6ng, nhung ti chi ¢ thé khéng dinh dén thé ma thop”.

“Nhung t6i van hét strc to mo vé viée im sao ¢d lai timra birc tranh”. Han khoanh tay trudc ngue va tiép. “Toi thich nghe truyén trinh thim .

“T6i rét mudn lim dng hai ong, nhung t6i khong thé. Tuy vy toi c6 thé cho ong biét ring toi da it hai nam di tim birc tranh ndy & Phap va Auvers,
thém mdt niim nita moi thuyet phuc duge chi nhan nhwrong lai né cho 61,

“C6 thé mot ngaty ndo do, khi ta da biét nhau nhidu hon, t6i s& ¢6 han hanh duoc nghe ¢6 ké vé cau chuyén Iy thi dy”.

“Toi cling mong vay, thira ngai”, ¢6 tra oi. “Riéng vé ngudn gbe cta bire tranh, ching t6i xin khing dinh chéic chéin ddy chinh 14 nguyén tac ctia danh hoa
Vincent, va ching t6i c6 du giay to chirng thure dicu nay”.

“Buong nhién t0i rét vui néu dugc xem qua gidy chimg nhéin, c6 Bancroft a, nhung thét tinh i noi, t6i cling khong nhét thiét phai im diéu do. Co thiy
day, day 1o rang Ia tAc pham cta Van Gogh”. N6i doan hin dat tay 1én vai Sarah. “Co lai day”, giong han day vé triu mén. “T6i s€ cho ¢d xem cai ndy”.

Sarah tién lai gan. Zizi chi tay vio goc trai birc tranh.

“C6 nhin thiy vét nho trén bé mit tranh chir? Néu t01 khong 1am, d6 1 du tay cia Vincent. Vicent i tiéng céu tha vé viéc bao quan tac phim cia
minh. Khi hoan thanh birc tranh nay, rat c6 thé ong da cam vao phia trén bire tranh dé dua n6 tir Auvers vé phong tranh riéng ¢ nha nghi Café Ravoux.
Cén phong Iic nao cling chét day tranh, tranh chat quanh tuong, tam nay chong kn timkia. Ong ta v& nhanh dén n6i c6 khi bire nay chua kho 1a da d¢
burc khac Ién trén. Vi vay, néu quan sat k¥ c6 s€ thay rat nhi€u vét co xat trén bé mit tranh”.

Tay hén van dat trén vai Sarah.

“Rét 4n tuwong, thura ngai al-Bakari. Nhung toi khong ngac nhién vé diéu ndy, tai thim tranh ctia ong da vang Rimg trude khi ti gip ong”.

“T6i nhan ra rang mdt ngudi dan dng & vi tri quan trong nhur t6i khong thé chi dwa vao 1i ctia nguoi khéc. Phai luon canh gidc véi nhimg muru md, gian
ke loc lira. Va t6i ty tin rang dén tan bay gio, khong co ai cd thé qua nit t6i, trong kinh doanh ciing nhur trong nghé thudt”.

“Chi ¢6 ké ngdc moi mnhur vy, thura ngai al- Bakari”,

Zizi quay sang Isherwood va ndi tiép. “Anh ban c6 vé c6 duyén v6i nhitng bure tranh chura duge cong b bao gior nhi. T6i ciing ting nghe ddn anh khim
pha ra birc Ruben, c6 ding thé khong?”

“Vang, ding vay”.
“Va by gi |a dén lwot tranh ctia Van Gogh”. Rdi hdn quay lai nhin birc tranh. “Andrew béo ong da dura ra gi ban rop”.

“Ching t6i nghif gia d6 hoan toan hop ly thira ngai”.

“Toi ciing nghil vay”. Han dua miit vé phia Herr Wehrli, Giam ddc ngén hang, “Manfied ndy, trong tai khoan ctia t6i c6 d tim muroi i triéu khong?”
“Pu ddy, Ziz".

“Vay | ching ta c¢6 thé tién hanh giao dich, 6ng Isherwood”. Hin quay sang nhin Sarah va n6i. “Téi s& dua Marguerite di”.

Vo lic 4 gir 53 phit, nhom dic vu béo cho Gabriel biét ring viéc mua ban dang dwoc tién hanh tai khu vin phong bén dudi. Isherwood dang thao luin

v6i Herr Wehrli va Abdul & Abdul vé céc phuong thirc thanh todn va chuyén khoan. Cudc thuong rong kéo dai mdt gios dong hd, va lic 6 gior 5 phit,
ngai Baker cting doan tiy ting bang qua khoang san dén noi d6 xe trén duong Duke. Lan ndy, dén hrot Eli Lavon bam theo doan. Liic dau, ¢6 vé nhu



dich dén ctia doan nguoi i Mayfair, nhung vao lic 6 gio 15 phit, ngai Baker va nhiing ngudi ho tong chuyén huéng sang Heathrow dé dén mot noi
khong xac dinh. Gabriel ra Iénh cho Lavon ngung theo doi. Bay gior anh chang quan tam ho s& di dau, vi anh biét s€ sém ggip lai ho.

Poan bing ghi hinh duoc chuyén dén Iuc 7 gio 45 phit. N6 duoc ghi lai bang miy camera bao vé in & goc trén phong trung bay. Khi Gabriel xem
bang, anh ¢ cam giac nhur minh dang ngdi & hing ghé cao va quan sat san khiu.

“Pay 14 co Sarah Bancroft, trg Iy Giam dbc ctia cong ty. Sarah da gitp ching ta c6 duoc budi hdi ngd homnay...”,
“Vay 14 ching ta 6 thé tién hanh giao dich, 6ng Isherwood. Toi s& dwa Marguerite di”.

Gabriel dimg doan bang va nhin Dina. C6 Ién tiéng. “Anh d ban cho héin mit ¢ gai, bay gio chuén bi thém mot ¢ nira”.
Gabriel md lai bang ghi am cudc ndi chuyén gitta Isherwood va Andrew Malone.

“D6 khong phai i tién ctia Zizi. PO 1 tién cta t6i. Zizi khong biét dwoc, khut miét trong coi ma”.

“Ly ong ta biét thi sao? Ong ta s& day anh dén thung ling cat Empty Quarter 16i dé miic anh cho Iii kén kén phanh thay”,
Ban dang doc truyén Nguoi Pura Tin dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Luén Pon

Thur t6 cho Andrew Malone duoc giri dén Tong hanh dinh cta Tép doan AAB tai Geneva vao lic 10 gio 22 phit sang ngdy thir nam. Trén bia thur, ghi
10 nguoi nhan I “Ngai Abdul Aziz al-Bakari”, do mdt nhan vién buu dién dia phirong, méic dong phuc va ngdi trén mb t6 phat tan noi. Tén nguoi giri
quy co Rebecca Goodheart tir quan Earls Couﬂ Luan Don, nhung tin diéu tra clia nhan vién an ninh AAB cho biét quy c6 nay chi la mdt cai tén gia
mao. Sau khi kiém tra xac dinh khong c6 chét né, phéng xa hay hoa chit nguy hiém kién hang dwoc mang dén vin phong ciia Wazir bin Talal. Tai do,
16 ndm im cho dén chidu mudn ngay thir sau boi bin Tabal phai di cong tic mit ngiy tai Riyadh.

.....

ma minh khong béc ra dé xem sém hon. Theo thur ctia ¢6 Goodheart t céo ring khong dudi ch1n Iin Andrew Malone d3 bién thi tién bac vi pham hop
ddng c4 nhan ky két véi Abdul Aziz al-Bakari. Thu t6 céo con duge hd trg boi mdt sb béng chimg kemtheo, d6 Ia hoa don ngan hang, fax va thur dién
tir tir may tinh cia Malone. Bin Talal lap tirc goi dién thoai cho van phong ctia nguoi diéu hanh tai Geneva va dén 9h t6i hom do, tai liu can thiét da co
mt trén ban Zizi al-Bakari, lic ndy dang ding ding ndi gian.

Ngay t6i hom 4y, vao lic 11 gio dém giy Luan Don, bin Talal goi dién thoai dén biét thy Knightsbridge tim Malone va ra lénh cho hén phai dén Geneva
trén chuyén bay som nhat. Khi Malone vién ¢ ¢6 nhiém vu khéc can thi hanh - va nhin manh phéi dén cudi tuan mdi xong - thi bin Talal ra t6i hau thur
rang lénh triéu tap i bat budc, néu khong chap hanh s& bi coi ki chong dbi. Mudi phut sau, Malone bang giong run réy goi cho hing hang khong British
Airways dt mot chd trén chuyén 8 gio 30 phiit sang dén Geneva. Hai cudc dién thoai dém nay déu duoc nhém neviot ghi 4m va ngay lp tirc duoc
chuyén vé nha an toan Surrey cho Gabriel.

Eli Lavon ciing dt chd trén ctng chuyén bay. Khi dén Geneva, da c6 hai xe hoi khéc nhau doi ho. Danh cho ngai Malone ctia ching ta | mot chiéc
Mercedes sang trong, do tai xé cta Ziz lai, con Lavon thi chui vao mot chiéc Opel dinh day bim, do mdt bac tii ciia ga hang khong Geneva lai. Lavon
yéu cu nguoi tai xé nhudng cho chiéc Mercedes di trude, va dén khu biét thy ciia Zizi sau Malone vai phit. Ho tim mdt chd khuat gin d6 dé dau xe,
nhung ho khong phai doi 1au, vi khoang hai muoi phit sau da thdy Malone ra khoi nha, mét méy that sc.

Hiéin di thiing ra phi trurdng va dat chd trén chuyén bay som nhét vé Luan Don. D6 1 chuyén 5 gior chiéu, va Lavon ciing Ién ciing chuyén d6. V& dén phi
truong Heathrow, ho r& hai hudng khée nhau, Lavon trd lai Surrey, con Malone vé biét thy Knightsbridge. Han hot hoang bao voi vo rang trir phi han
kiém du 4 triéu bang Anh ngay 1ap tirc, néu khong Zizi s€ thang tay ném han xudng nude tir cdy cau cao nhat nwrdc Anh.

D6 1a budi tdi thir bay. Téi thir tur clia tudn tiép theo, Gabriel va ca doi da tin chéc ring Zizi dang tim kiém mdt ¢ vén nghé thuat moi. C6 vé nhur hin da
cham mdt nguroi va ngurdi d6 khong ai khac hon ngoai Sarah Bancroft, trg Iy Giam doc ctia phong tranh Isherwood, khu Mason’s Yard, duong James.

Sarah bt dAu xem nhing ngudi Ay ki ban. Ho di chung xe dién ngdm voi ¢d, tan bd & khu Mason’s Yard va la ca & phd Duke. Ho ciing di an trua voi
¢d, Iic ndo ciing ¢6 ai d6 doi cd & quan bar Green vao mdi budi chiéu khi ¢d ghé qua d6 dé nhAm nhap mot ly voi Oliver va cac chang trai tré. Ho ciing
¢d dén mdt phién d4u gid & Soothby, mua hang giam gia tai mdt cira hiéu & Hull. Ho di ciing trong chuyén di dai ngay dén Devon, noi ¢6 thé hién tai ning
khéo 1éo chiéu dy mdt nha quy toc dé mua lai bire tranh Birc Me va Chiia hai ddng m Isherwood da thém mudn bay lau nay. Zizi dang tiép can co
dAy”, d6 1 mAu hoi thoai ngéin ngii Gabriel giri cho Sarah qua dién thoai vao chiéu thir hai. “Chi con 1 vin dé thoi gian thoi. Dimg to vé gidt minh khi co
vé nha va thiy moi thir xdo tron nhé. Tén Sharuki da dot nhap vao nha ¢6 va luc loi moi thir hdi sang nay”.
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Mén qua déu tién dén ngay sau d6, mot chiéc ddng hd dinh kim cuong hiéu Harry Winston, trén hop dung qua 1a dong chir dinh kem: Camon vi da tim
ra Marguerite. Chén thanh cam on, Zizi. Hom sau nita [ doi bong tai tir Bulgari, hom sau nira a chudi ngoc trai hai vong ctia héing Mikimoto. Mot Eic
tay bang vang ctia cira hiéu Tiffany dwoc giri t6i Sarah vao t6i thir néim, ngay e ¢6 chuén bi roi chd im. C6 deo vao tay phai va di thing dén quan
Green quen thudc, va ciing nhu moi An Oliver lai vung vé tan tinh ¢6. “Con ca dof”, ¢d vira néi vira hon phdt vao mé anh “Nhung khong phai tdi nay
dau. Anh hay t6 ra | ngudi ban trai tt, va dan em dén ga tau dién ngim nhé”.

Budi t6i 14 thoi gian cang théng nhit ciia Sarah. C6 khong duoc dén nha an toan Surrey nita, va ¢ phai xem nhu khong ¢6 sur ton tai ctia nd. C6 thiy
nhé moi ngudd, vi ho 3 mdt gia dinh - mdt noi 6n 4o, hay tranh cai 4m i, nhung lai rt yéu thurong nhau - mot gia dinh ma c6 chura timg c6. Tét ca nhitng
gi con sét lai cta gia dinh, d6 1a vai cu dién thoai thi thoang cua Gabriel, va anh dén ctia can hd di dién bén kia duong. Bén nha Yossi, nhung 1di Yossi
ciing s& ching con ¢ d6 nita. C6 nhig dém, khi d6i dién voi co don va sur s hai, Sarah wdc gi minh ¢ thé bao ho tim ngudi khac. Doi lic ¢ nghil ¢én
anh chang Julian t9i nghi€p, va ty nhi néu khong c6 c0, anh ta s& ra sao?

Kién hang cudi ctng dén vao Iic 3 gidr chiéu ngay thir sau. Nguoi giao 06 la mjt anh chang dua thu mac ddng phuc va deo ca vat. Bén trong kién hang
12 mOt mau thu viet tay va mdt vé may bay. Sarah md vé ra xemnoi dén ghi trén d6. Mudi gidly sau, dién thoai trén ban ¢d reo vang,

“Phong tranh Isherwood. Sarah day a™.

“Chao c6 Sarah”.

Giong cua Zizi.

“Xin chao ngai al-Bakari. Ngai khoe khong a?”

“T6i khoe. C6 nhan duoc thur moi va vé may bay chura?”

“DA. Va ca khuyén tai, dong hd, ngoc trai va Hc tay nira”

“T6i thich nht 14 chiéc Fic tay”.

“Toi ciing Ay, thura ngai. Nhung tit ca mon qua do that khong can thiét ti ndo. Ca 1oi moi ny ciing vAy. Toi e ring toi khong thé nhan 167"
“Co lam t6i phién long day”.

“Toi khong cd tinh, thira ngai. T6i rt mubn ¢6 vai ngy tim minh dudi 4nh ning mit troi, nhung t6i khong thich nhan 10i trong tich tic nhu vay”.
“Pay khong phai 1 tich tic. Co xem k¥ lai di, trudc ngiy khéi hanh, ¢6 c6 dén 3 ngay dé chuin bi”.

“Toi ciing khong thé ndo 1én dudng trong khoang thoi gian ngéin nhur vay, thua ngai. Toi co nhidu cong viéc phai im tai phong tranh”

“T6i chic han ring Julian s& cho ¢6 nghi ngoi vai ngay. C6 vira mang vé mdt sb tién kha kha cho anh ta day thop”.

“Qua co thé”,

“Vay thi ¢ quyét dinh thé nao? C s& dén chir?”

“T6i e rang van phéi tir chdi, thua ngai”.

“Sarah, ¢ can phai biét ring t6i khong thich bj tir chdi”.

“Toi khong nghi diéu d6 hop 1y, thura ngai”.

“Hop Iy? Toi nghii c6 da hiéu sai y to1”.

“Vay y ctia ngai la gi?”
“T6i mubn co lam viéc cho t61”.

“Lamviéc gi thura ngai?”

“T6i khong mudn ban viéc ndy qua dién thoai, Sarah a. C6 s& dén chir?”

Sarah doi diing 10 gidy trude khi tré 1oi.

“Rét tuyt”. Zizi thét lén. “Mot trong nhitng nhan vién ciia t6i s& di cing ¢6. Anh ta s& dén don c6 vao Iic 8 gidy sang thir hai”.

“To6i c6 thé tur di durge thura ngar”



“T6i biét, nhung viéc di lai s& d& dang hon khi ¢ nhén vién ctia t6i ho tong co. Toi s& gap lai co vao chicu thir hai nhé”.
Va i hén ctp may. Khi géc dién thoai, Sarah chot nhé ra ring Zizi van chua hoi dia chi nha cd.

Gabriel dang ngdi tinh toén trong studio ctia minh tai nha Surrey thi Lavon lao nhanh kn cu thang, tay cim mdt béng in tin nhén ctia nhom déic vu tai
Mason’s Yard. ‘Zizi da bat dau hanh dong”, anh vira ndi vira trao cho Gabriel to tin nhan. “Han mudn gip Sarah ngay lap tirc”.

Gabriel doc tin, roi nhin Ién “Chét tiét that”, anh lim bam. “Ta can c6 ngay mot chiéc tau”.

Ho t chitc mit bira tigc &n mimg don gién va dé danh mdt chd cho Sarah, ngudi duy nhét khong thé tham gia. Sang hom sau, Lavon ki xe chd Gabriel
dén phi truong Heathrpw, va vao lic 4 gio 30 chi€u, anh da ngdi chiém ngqéng hoang hon tai mdt can ho cua CIA tai dai 1o Collins trén bo b@én Miam.
Adrian Carter mic quan ty, do thun co-tong, di gidy nhung khong mang tat. Ong ta dua cho Gabriel mit Iy nudc chanh va bure hinh mot chiéc tau lon.

“Con tau tén 12 Sun Dancer”, Carter noi. “ N6 1 loai thu di bién sang trong, dai 74 phtt 1, ¢6 dong co. Téi ddmbao anh va nhom ctia minh s& rat thodi
mai’,

“Lam sao ong tim dugc n6?”

“Chung t6i tom dugc n6 cach day vai nam tir mdt tay budn thude phién nguoi Panama tén i Carlos Castillo. Ngai Castillo bay gioy dang yén vi trong nha
tl lién bang tai Oklahoma, con tau dugc ching toi trung dung cho mdt so viée trong dai & ving Ca-ri-bé nay”.

“N6 duge sir dung bao nhiéu lan r6i?”

“Nam hay su lin cho DEA - Cuc kiém soat ma tity My, ching t6i ciing d timg str dung hai lan”.

Gabriel trao tra birc hinh cho Carter. “N6 ¢6 vét rdi”, anh bao. “C6 thé gitip t6i tim chiéc ndo c6 Iy lich sach hon khong?”
“Chung t6i da ddi tén va dang ky moi vai lin. Zizi va dam thude ha ctia hiin khong 1an ra déu vét dau”.

Gabriel thés dai. “Thé gio n6 dang & dau?”

“Neo & bén ddo Fisher”, Carter tra 14, chi tay vé phia nam “Né dang duoc tiép nhién liéu. Ching t6i da sip xép mot doi thuy thit CIA rdi Langley t6i
nay”.

“Ciing hay ddy. Nhung t6i mudn sir dung doi thity tha ctia minh”,
“Ctia anh 47"

“Toi ¢6 e hrong héi quan, Adrian thin mén. Ho cir im. Toi con ¢6 doi thity thii trc chién & Haifa. Nay, nhé bao ngudi cta ong théo bo hét cac thiét
binghe 1én nhé. Néu khong ching t6i s tir lam lay, va c6 khi chiéc Sun Dancer s& trd' nén nhéch nhac khi trao tra cho 6ng day”.

“Toi giai quyét viéc Ay 161", Carter tra 10i. “Anh tinh lim cach ndo dé tap trung nhém clia anh & day?”
“T6i mong ngudi ban & Cuc tinh bao My hd trg t6i thém mot chit”,

“Anh can gi?”

“Bay va quyén ha canh”.

“Thé bao lau thi anh tp hop duoc nhom Haifa dén dén Luan Don?”

“Ho c6 thé di ngay sang mai”.

“Toi s& giri mot phi co dén Luéin Don t6i nay. N6 s& dura ngwoi clia anh vé ddy. Ching ta s& ha cénh & Homestead dé tranh phai Bim thi tuc héi quan va
ho chiéu. Anh s& khoi hanh ngay t6i chii nhdt va gip miat Zizi vao trua thir hai”.

“Thoa thudn ¢6 vé 6n rdi ddy?”, Gabriel tan thanh. “Béy gits ching ta chi cAn Ahmed bin Shafiq mé thoi”.
“Hin s& 6 dién”, Carter khéing dinh. “Chi lo | ¢6 ning ctia anh 6 xuét hién ding ltic hay khong na thoi?”
“Do6 1a ¢6 nang clia chung ta, Adrian a”.

Chi thich
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Pio Harbor, Bahanms

N6 kia rdi”, Wazir bin Talal la to, 4t di tiéng on dong co chiéc Sikorsky. Hiin tré sang man phai méy bay, cho Sarah thiy chiéc Alexandra, du thuyén
khong 16 ctia Zizi, dang 1& séng vé hudng tay hon ddo. “Co thay n6 dep chu?”

“N© rit to”, Sarah hét tra 10 lai.
“Dai hai trm bay muroi lim phut”, bin Talal ndi mdt cach tur hio, ctr nhur thé hén B ngudi dong tau.

Hai trim bay muroi lim, Sarah nghii bung, Nhung ai do démnhi? Yossi da timg miéu ta nd nhu 1 mot virong qudc ndi. Co chot nghi dén Gabriel va moi
nguoi. Lan cudi co lién lac véi ho [ vao chiéu chi nhat, ic Eli Lavon gip c6 trén phd Oxford khi c6 dang mua vai thir kit viit cho chuyén di. Anh bao,
chiing t6i s& ludn & bén canh c6, nhung dirmg tim ching t6i, va ciing dimg ¢b ging lién lac lam gi, trir phi d6 1 tinh hudng cuc ky khan cip. Ching t6i s&
tur dén, chiic 6 mot chuyén di thoai méi.

Sarah nga lung vao ghé. C6 van dang niic quan jeans va chiéc 4o len méic e khoi hanh. Méi chi xa cach céi se lanh cua Luan Bon muoi tiéng, ma co
thé c6 bt dAu phan tmg v6i cai néng nhict déi dang lan toa. Ong quan jeans gan nhur dinh chit vao dui, con 4o lanh bo sat vao ¢b. Cb liéc nhin bin Talal,
¢6 vé hén da quen vai viée thay doi khi hau dot ngdt. Nhin hin trong trang phuc vét den, duoc cat may khéo Iéo, ca vat chin chu, khuon mit dai, it
nho, den va bd rau tia gon, ngudi ta cd thé ]arntuong hén 13 nha tai phiét. Chi d6i tay to be, thd kéch moi t6 céo dugc than phan thuc sy ciia hén.

Tleng on ctia dong co may bay lim cau chuyén bi ngit quing, nhung Sarah thay vui vi diéu d6. Cang ltic ¢6 cang thiy ghét bin Talal, tir sang som den go
han hién dién bén c6 moi lic moi noi, va ¢ t6 ra lich sy. Tai san bay, hdn nang ndc doi di chung vdi c6 dén cac gian hang mién thué va danh tra tién bang
the tin dung cong ty khi ¢6 mua mot tuyp dudng da. Trong suot chuyen bay, hin t6 ra quan tim dac biét t6i cude sbng ciia ¢b. C6 Sarah oi, ké cho toi
nghe vé thoi tho 4u ctia ¢6 di... Co Sarah oi, ké cho t6i nghe vé niém dammé hoi hoa cta ¢6 nao... C6 Sarah oi, ndi cho t6i biét tai sao 6 lai roi thit do
Washington dén Luan Don vay... D& hén khoi lam phién, ¢6 gia vo ngi. Hai tiéng sau, khi co gia vor thirc ddy, hén lai lin la ga chuyén. C6 ndi cha ¢o
timg lam & Citicorp 4? Cé khi ong Ay va ngai al-Bakari da timg gip nhau ddy. Ngii al-Bakari ciing thirdng lam 3n véi Citicorp... Sarah bén deo tai nghe
vao va xem phim. Bin Talal ciing vay.

Khi ¢ nhinra cira sb Ian nita, chiéc Alexandra dang simg siing giita troi. C6 nhin thdy Nadia va Rahimah dang dmg trén boong trude, don anh ndng
cudi ngdy, toc dai xda bay trong gio. Piéing boong sau, hai gi Abdul dang hoi y riéng v6i Herr Wehrli, chuén b cho ké hoach tiép theo. Néi bat hon ca
Ziz, trong trang phuc tring, dang vay tay chio cd. Sarah nghi thdm, phai quay lai thoi. Hay tra t6i lai dét hen Ngai hdly ¢ lai day, thua ngai bin Talal. Con
01 s€ quay lai Luan Don, cam on. Nhung c6 biét khong thé quay lai. Gabriel da gitp ¢ c6 duoc co hdi cudi & can nha an toan tai Surrey, va ¢o da gat
dau dong y tiép nhan nd.

Chiéc méy bay Sikorsky huréng vé dudi tau va nhe nhang dép xudng san bay. Hinh anh an hrot thodng qua trong du Sarah: Zizi dimg trong phong tranh
ctia Jullian, Ién tiéng nhac nhd rang khong ai c6 thé gia tao diu gi voi hin ca, du 1a trong kinh doanh Ian ngh¢ thuat. Toi khong phai la ké Itra gat, co6 tu
nhu khi bude ra khoi trye thiang. Toi la Sarah Bancroft. Toi timg lam quan Iy ¢ hang Phillips tai Washington. Bay gio to1 lam cho phong tranh Isherwood.
Toi khong can tién hay cn cong viée ctia 6ng, Thit vdy, t6i ching mubn lién quan gi v6i 6ng ca.

Bin Talal d4n ¢6 vé phong, N6 rong hon rét nhiéu so v6i can hg ctia c6 ¢ Chelsea: mbt phong ngu dai co chd ngdi, phong tzf}m Op d4 camthach, c6 bon
tammat xa, khoanh ban c6ng rong hién dang dén dnh ning cudi cing trong ngy. Ga Ardp X&(t dat tti xach cta ¢d lén chice girong to trong phong va
bat dau kéo khod, mo gid ra. Sarah ngan lai.

“Khong can dau. Toi tw biét bao quan tiii xach ctia minh mé, cdm on anh nhé!”

“Nhung t6i e ring ddy | diéu toi nén lam, thua c6 Sarah”,

Hén day nip tii qua mdt bén va bét dau 1i timg m6n ra khoi .

“Anh dang lam gi vay?”

“Chiing t6i c6 nhtrng nguyén tic 9f1a minh, thura ¢6 Sarah”. V¢ lich sy gid tao qﬁa bin Tatal bién mat. “Nhiémvu pﬁa to1 13 gitip cac vi khach quy tuan thi
nhimg nguyén téc ay. Khong thuoe I, khong ruou bia, khong mai dam dudi bat clr hinh thirc ndo”. Han gio quyen tap chi thoi trang ¢6 mua ¢ sin bay
Miami va noi tiép. “Toi e rang phai tich thu quyén nay. C6 ¢6 mang theo bia rurou gi khong?”
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C5 lic dAu. “Va ciing khong c6 thude 147,

“C khong hit thube 4?7

“Thinh thoang, nhung toi it hit”.

“T6i can giit dién thoai di dong ciia ¢6 cho dén lic ¢6 roi thu Alexandra”,
“Sao vay?”

“Boi vi hanh khach khéng duoc phép sir dung dién thoai trén boong tau, dau sao thi dién thoai ctia quy vi ciing khong hoat dong dugc do ngudn dién ctia
tau”,

“Néu ching khong hoat dong, tai sao anh phai tich thu?”

“T6i cho rang dién thoai ctia ¢b c6 chirc ning chyp hinh, thu 4m va luu trix nhimg file 4m thanh hinh anh trén may phai khong a?”
“Nguoi ban hang ¢6 gioi thiéu nhing chire néing d6, nhung toi it khi sir dung Fny”.

Hién chia ban tay to bé va néi. “Toi can dién thoai ctia ¢6. C6 hiy yén tim 14 nd s& dugc bao quan tot”,

“T6i con c6 viée ctia riéng minh, t6i khong mudn bi tach roi khoi thé gii thuc tai”.

“C6 c6 thé tiry nghi str dung hé thong dién thoai vé tinh trén tau”.

Va quy ngii c6 thé nghe kén chir gi?

C6 ngan ngir Ay dién thoai ra, tit may rdi dua cho hin.

“Bay gio, 61 phién médy quay phim ctia ¢6. Ngai al-Bakari khong thich xung quanh minh ¢6 miy quay phim, nhét 1 khi ngai dang thur gian. O day khong
duoc phép quay phim ngai, quay phim nhan vién hay bat cir vi khach nao khac”.

“Ngoai t6i ra, con c6 nhidu khach khéc a?”

Hin gia v khong nghe thy cau hoi ctia ¢6. “Co c6 mang theo Blackberry hay bat cir loai PDA nao khong?”
Cb dua cho hin xem. Hin lai chia tay ra.

“Néu anh doc dugc thu dién tir cia toi, xin hiy giup toi...”

“T6i ching mudn doc thu dién tir ctia ¢6 im g, thira c6 Sarah, ching ta cang som két thic nhimg thit tuc ndy thi c6 s& cang sém c6 thoi gian nghi ngoi
day”.

C6 lai phai dura may Blackberry cho han.
“C c6 mang theo may nghe nhac Ipod, hay bat cir thiét bi nghe nhac ndo khac khong?”
“Anh dang dua véi toi a”,

“Ngai al-Bakari ctia ching t6i cho rang nhirng thiét bi c4 nhan 4y khong thich hop ¢ day. DAu sao thi phong ctia ¢ ciing durgc trang bi nhitng dan Am
thanh hién dai nhat, chura ké céc thiét bi nghe nhin khac. Cho nén c6 khong can méy ciia minh”.

C6 dwa méy Ipod cho hin.

“Con thiét bj dién ndo khac khong?”
“May sdy toc”.

Hién lai chia tay ra.

“Anh Ay may sy toc ctia phu nit am gi?”

“Cb co thé sir dung may sdy toc trong phong tim, né tuong thich véi hé thong dién trén tau. Con tam thoi, t6i s& bao quan do ciia ¢o, dé khoi co didu
dang tiéc xay ra”.

“Toi hira s& khong ding”.

“May say toc ctia c0, thua co Sarah”.



C6 161 may sdy toc ra khoi va-1i, va dura cho hén.

“Ngi al-Bakari c6 tiing cho ¢6 mdt mon qua trong tii quan 4o ddy. C6 1& ngai s& vui khi théty ¢6 méic n6 dé tham dy budi &n ti vao liic 9 giv tbi nay. Toi
nghi ¢d can nghi ngoi mot chut. Co cling mét 161, va mui gio' cling khac nhau nita™.

“Dinhién [a vay”.

“C6 c6 mudn t6i danh thirc ¢6 ic 8 gio khong?”

“Toi c6 thé tu lo duge. Vitdico mang theo mdt chiée déng hd bao thire”.

Hin né mot mu cudi khd khan, “T6i can phai mang n6 di luon”.

Sarah hoi ngac nhién vi minh ngi duoc, mot gidc ngit khong mong mi, 10i ¢6 choang tinh trong bong tdi bao phiy, va tir hoi minh dang ¢ dau. Lan gio bién
4m ap mon man ngyc ¢ nhur hoi 4m ctia nguoi yéu dau, dé co chot nhan ra minh dang trén tau Alexandra va hoan toan chi c6 mot minh. C6 ndm bét
dong mot hoi, tir hoi lidu ¢6 ai dang theo doi minh khong, Hay tw nhi ring ching dang theo ddi moi hanh dong ciia minh, lang nghe tlrng 101 minh noi, Eli
da can dén nhur vdy. Co murdng tuong ra nhitng khung canh khac dang dién ra trén tau. Nao & Wazir bin Talal dang tai tit ca thu dién tir ctia ¢6 tir cai
dién thoai Blackberry, do xét cac so da goi trén mdy dién thoai cuia c6. Ciing chinh Wazr bin Talal dang thao rdi timg bo phén méay say toc, Ipod va
ddng hd bao thirc ciia cd, ¢b tim cho ra thiét bi ghi 4m. Puong nhién hén chi phi cong, boi vi Gabriel da dy doan duoc hanh dong thamtra nay ngay khi
¢6 budc chan vao dai ban doanh ctia ching. Trong truong hop do, cang don gian cang tdt, Sarah a. Ching ta s& str dung cach truyén théng. D6 1 mé
dién thoai va nhitng dau hiéu lién lac nhan dién khac.

Sarah‘]ié'c nhin dong hd deo tay. Con 5 phut nita thi dén 8 gio. Co nhém mit lai, tan huong ludng gié méat von quanh co thé. Ding 5 phit sau, dién thoai
ban ké bén nhe rung. C6 vuron tay, cam ong nghe ap sat tai.

“T6i ddy rdi, anh bin Talal a”.

“Toi rat vui khi nghe diéu d6”,

Khéng phdi bin Talal. Gigng ctia Zizi.

“Toi xin 1i, thira ngi al-Bakari. Toi cir ngd [ bin Talal”.

“Hzn nhién 1 thé”, giong hén vui vé. “C6 ¢ chop miét duoc chit nio khong?”’
“Da c6 thua ngai”.

“Thé chuyén bay ctia c6 thé nao?”

“Tt dep, thua ngar”.

“Chiing ta thoa thuén dugc chir?”

‘Con tiy vao viéc do 1a thoa thuin nao nira, thia ngai al-Bakari”

“T6i van thich ¢ goi toi 1 Zizi hon. Ban t6i ciing hay goi t6i nhur thé”,

“T6i s& c6”. R cd tiép 10i giong vui vé. “Thura ngai”,

“T6i mong gip b tai bita t6i nhé, Sarah”.

Buong day dién thoai bi cét ngang, Sarah gic mdy, va budc ra boong. Bén ngoai troi t6i den. Vanh tréng ludi liém treo vit véo phia cudi chén troi, chom
sao dém nhap nhdy soi roi man dém C6 nhin vé huéng dudi tau, thay hai anh deén hanh trinh mau lyc nhap nhdy cach do vai ddm Phia trude man tau c6
thém vai anh dén khac. Sarah chot nhd dén 101 can dan cua Eli trong mdt dot tap huan. Doi khi, cach theo ddi ngurdi khac tot nhat 1a di trude niit ho. C6
nghi ngurdi ta str dung cach turong tur khi canh gac trén bién.

C6 trd vao phong, cdi do va bude vao phong tam. Nay dirng nhin nhé, ngii Wazir. C6 thim nghi. Cam nhin trom. C6 ngim minh trong bon tim Jacuzzi
cua Zizi, thuong thirc g1a1 diéu cua nhac s§ Kpith Zarrett qua dan ém‘)thanh hjén dai ctia Zizi. Xong xudi, cO qu:?}n minh trong chiéc khan tam mfam mai va
sdy kho toc bang may sy cling cua Zizi. Cubi ctng, ¢6 trang diémdé che gidu vé mét moi sau hanh trinh dai dang dac. Khi tha mi toc dai xuong ngang
vai, Sarah chot nghi dén Gabriel

“Sarah ny, ¢6 thich dé toc thé nao nhi?”

“Toi thuong dé xda”.

“C6 c6 gd ma dep v6i cai cb duyén dang. P4 t6i lic ¢6 phai nghi dén viée thinh thoang b téc cao. Gibng nhu nang Marguerite”.



Nhung khong phai 1a dém nay. Khi da cam thiy hai long véi khuon mit ctia minh, Sarah quay tré vio phong ngii va mé ti quan 4o, trén ké 1 mot goi
qua xinh xAn dang cho doi. C6 mé hop qua, bén trong i mdt bd dd bang lua miu ngd, va mot 4o 10t cing chét lidu. Bo do that vira vin, y nhur cac mén
qua khac. C6 deo dong hd Harry Winston, diém theo d6i khuyén tai hiéu Bulgari, doi vong ngoc trai Mikimoto va Fic tay ctia hang Tiffany. 9 gio kém 5
phit, Sarah roi khoi phong va di vé& phia boong sau. Ptmg nghi dén sur ton tai ctia ching toi. Hay | Sarah Bancroft, va s& khong c6 chuyén gi xay ra dau.
Zizi ndng nhiét chao dén co.

“Chao Sarah, gip lai c6 mdi tuyét lim sao. Thura céc vi, toi xin gii thidu ddy i c6 Sarah. Sarah nay, day B moi ngudi. C6 rét nhiéu ngudi nén toi khong
chic ¢6 s& nhd duoc hét tén ciia ho, trir phi cd ¢6 tri nhd cyre ky tot. Nén t6i d& nghi chiing ta s& tir tir im quen v6i nhau nhé. Moi ¢d ngdi, ca ngay mét
101, chic ¢d do6i imnhi”.

Hin xép ¢6 ngdi gan cudi dau ban, r6i di vé chd ngdi ctia minh phia cudi ban dbi dién. Mot gi Abdul ngdi bén phia tay phéi ciia ¢o, bén tay trai i chi
nha bang, Phia d6i dién i g Mansur, truéng phong du lich, va ¢6 vo dng eo ctia gi Herr Wehrli, ¢6 ndy c6 diéu b ciia mot ké luén cho ring nhitng gi
dang xay ra that dang kinh tom Ngdi ké bén Frau Wehrli i Jean-Michel, huén luyén vién riéng ctia Zizi. Mai toc dai miu vang dugc cot gon thanh dudi
ngura phia sau gy, héin ngiu nghién nhin Sarah niic ké vé ganh ty ctia ¢6 vo Monique. Ngdi phia xa ban 13 Rahimah va anh ban dién trai ctia ¢6 nang, tén
Hamid va 1 ngdi sao dién anh Ai Cap. C6 nang Nadia kiéu hiinh ngdi ké bén cha minh. D6 lin trong bita tiéc, khi dua niit nhin Zizi, Sarah lai bt gip
anh mét ctia ¢6 nang nhin minh. Va c6 tu nhit Nadia ciing 1 ké phién ha giéng nhur gi bin Talal ma thoi.

Sau khi tin chéc ring Sarah khong biét tiéng Ardp, Zizi da dé nghi moi ngudi trong ban tiée ndi tiéng Anh va tiéng Phap. Cudc tro chuyén vo cling té
nhat, hiu hét moi nguoi xoay quanh nhimg chit dé phim anh, quén 4o, nhimg nha hang Zizi muén trng dung, hay vé& mdt khéch san nao d6 & Nice ma
hén dang du dinh mua lai. Nhitng d& tai vé chién tranh, khing bd, 1oi thé ctia ngudi Palestine, Tong thong M. dudng nhu khong hé ton tai. That ra, cb
vé nhu moi thir khong vurot ra ngoai khudn kho cta hanh trinh tau Alexandra va ngoai bién gi6i ctia Zizi. Tuy vay, khi cam giac Sarah bi gat ra ngoai cuje

tro chuyén, Zizi lai khéo Iéo hoi ¢6 giai thich vé viée tim kiém bire tranh Van Gogh. Khi thiy c6 khong bi lot bay, hdn mim cudi mdt cach xdo quyét va
tuyén bd. “Mot ngay nao d6, toi s& timra syr that thoi”. D6 ciing 14 Jin dau tién Sarah cam thiy trong long dy 1én mdt ndi lo s mo h.

Khi mon tréang miéng duoc mang ra, han tién lai gan va kéo ghé ngdi bén canh c6. Bira tdi nay, hén mic mdt by d6 vai lanh miu kem, gd mi mip mip
ctia hin (g do vi bat ndng,

“T6i tin réng c6 ¢ mdt bita ti thit ngon miéng’”

“Rét ngon. Chéc ong phai chuén bi db an ca budi chiéu”.

“Khong phai t61”, hin khiém ton tra 1oi. “Dau bép ca t6i d6 chir”.
“Vai dau bép?”

“3 nguoi. Ching t6i cting c6 ca doi thiy thu va khoang 40 nhén vién. Ho chi lim viéc cho minh 61, cho dudo Ia khi tau Alexandra dang trén bién hay
neo O cang. Co s& c6 dip lam quen véi ho thdi. Néu co can gi, ctr hoi nhé. Toi rat mudn ¢ cam thay thodi mai khi & day”.

“Toi rat thoai méi, thua ngai al-Bakary”.

“Zizi chir””, hin nhéc 101 ¢6, vira n6i hin vira xoay xoay chudi trang hat bang gd mun. “Anh bin Talal bao ring c6 khdng duogc vui vi cic nguyén tic va
quy trinh an ninh & cho ching to1”.

“Phai goi 1 ngac nhién thi dting hon. Néu ngai bao vdi toi sém hon, ¢6 1§ t6i khong can phai mang theo nhiéu do nhu vay”.

“C6 I& anh ban bin Talal cua t6i hoi climg nhic theo nguyén tic an ninh & déy. Toi chén thanh xin 101 vi diéu do. C6 Sarah biét khong, ching t6i quy dinh
rang khi mot ngudi bude vao lanh thd clia Tép doan AAB, ngudi 4y phai tuin theo cc nguyén tic & day - ciing chi nhiim bao ddm an ninh cho moi
nguoi ma thot”. Hin bing nhe ¢ tay, va quan chudi hat quanh hai ngén tay phéi. “C6 da nghi dén 10i dé nghi ctia toi chir?”

“T6i van chura biét d6 1 gia”.

“Nhung ¢6 ¢6 quan tim dén. Néu khong, ¢6 ching dén day lim gi”

“Ctr cho ring t6i hoi to md, va t6i sin 1ong thao luan thém vé van dé nay”.

“C6 | m)t nir doanh nhéin khon ngoan va than trong déy Sarah a. Toi ngudng mo diéu d6. Vay hay tin huong khong khi bién ca va dnh mt trdi trong
vai ngaty nhé. Sau khi thur giéin xong, chiing ta hdy ban vé diéu do”.

“Vai ngay u? Toi phai quay vé Luan Don’”.

“Trude khi ¢6 dén 1am viéc, Julian Isherwood van tu lo lidu dugc moi chuyén. Nén t6i tin r%mg anh ta s€ xoay X0 t6t, con ¢ thi dang duogc hudng mot ky
nghi tht thu giain voi chung t61”.

N6i r6i, hén quay tré vé chd ngdi cii ctia minh, ké bén canh Nadia. “Chao mirng ¢6 gia nhap dai gia dinh ching t61”, Herr Werli lén tiéng. “Ong dy c6 vé
thich c6 lim déy, nén khi thuong lrong hrong bong, cir théing thin vi ong Ay s& tra co bét ctr mirc hrong ndo c6 mubn’”.

Ciing vao t6i hom 4y, trén boong mot chiée tau khac, chiéc Sun Dancer, khong sang trong nhung khong khi budi trd chuyén lai that sinh dong va vui



nh6n. Moi ngudi khong tranh ndi vé nhitng d& tai chién tranh hay khing bb, ngwoc lai, moi ngudi con tranh uan si ndi cho dén tan khuya. Vo cudi budi
61, mot tranh ci nho lai nd ra, 1An ndy 1A xem ai s& phai di rira chén. Dina va Rimona néi rang ho da don dep chén dia vao t6i hom trude & Surrey. Cudi
ctng, Gabriel, mién cudng ra lénh cho hai thanh vién mdi ctia nhém: Oded va Mordecai, hai tay dic vu diy dan kinh nghiém va Mikhail, tay sting duoc
moi dén tir Lirc lwong Pc nhiém Sayeret Matkal. Anh ta a ngudi Do Théi gde Nga, véi lan da tréing béch va d6i mét méu lanh nhur bang, “Mot thé hé
dan em ciia anh”, Yaakov timg phét biéu. “Gioi tai bén sting, nhung khong hé 6 chit lrong tim. Chinh hén da ha guc B6 Tong tur Iénh ctia phong trao
khéng chién Hbi gito Hamas day”.

Ho khong tan hudng duoc su 1ong By kiéu sa nhur trén tau Alexandra, ciing ching ai co duoc mdt khong gian riéng tur. Gabriel va Lavon, hai diic vu ky
curu nhét ciing phai chen chiic & mili tau. Lavon d quéa quen véi gio gidc ngi nghi bat thuong ciia Gabriel nén khong thay ngac nhién khi budi sang thirc
day thiy giwong ctia Gabriel trong khong. Anh ra khoi giudng va nhay Ién boong. Gabriel dimg d6, tay cim tach ca phé, nhin chim chim vao mot diém
sang xa xa phia chan troi. Lavon quay vé chd ngi, danh thém mot gidc. Khi anh thirc ddy lan thir hai, van thiy Gabriel dang dimg tai chd cii, nhin xa xim
vao dai duong ménh mdng,

Chu thich
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Roi khoi Bahamas

Thoi gian biéu clia Sarah dan dan dinh hinh. MJi sang thirc ddy, viron vai ngai ngii trén chiéc girong ém ai, Sarah lang nghe tiéng nudc v4 i oap vao man
tau khi chiéc Alexandra nhe nhang r& séng. Téi 7 gio rudi, ¢ khe lac chubng, chi nam phut sau, ngudi hau phong mang Ién cho ¢6 mot khay, trén d6 1a
Iy ca phé va 6 banh mi ngot, khong quén kém theo mdt lo hoa turoi. Néu troi khong mira, c6 s& nham nhi bita sang ciia minh dwéi méi hién nhin ra phia
man thuyén. Chiéc Alexandra dang di v& hudng dong namy, thong tha nhém t6i mot dich dénvo dinh. Thinh thoang Sarah mdi trong thiy hinh dang ctia
déi d4o Bahamian hién Ién Ky md phia xa. Phong ciia Zizi ngay phia trén phong ¢d, cho nén ¢ mdt vai budi sang, ¢b nghe loang thoang hén thoa thudn
cong viéc qua dién thoai.

An sang xong, Sarah thurong goi hai cude dién thoai vé Luan Pon qua hé thing trén tau. Cude dién thoai dAu tién | goi vé can ho ctia ¢6 & Chelsea dé
nhén vai tin nhéin tir Vin phong giri dén. Sau do, ¢6 s& goi vé phong tranh, va néi chuyén voi Chiara. Giong Anh pha Y nhe nhang gitip c6 cam thiy thur
gian hon. Cau héi ctia Sarah xoay quanh nhitng don hing dang ton dong, nhung Chiara c6 thé giai mé thanh nhimg thong tin khéc, d6 a: Sarah van rt an
toan, nhung vAn chura tim duroc déu vét ctia tén Ahmed bin Shafiq; vé phan minh, Chiara thong béo ring Gabriel va nhitng ngudi khac van ludn bén canh
Sarah, rang Sarah khong don doc trong cudc hanh trinh ndy. Viéc phai ngung néi chuyén véi cd ban Chiara dang mén qua la mot cue hinh d6i véi Sarah.

Sau khi néi chuyén dién thoai, thuong da gin 10 i, ic d6 Zizi va Jean-Michel da tap luyén xong, va nhimg nguoi khac 6 thé sir dung phong thé duc.
Song phan dong bon ho Ia dang hrdi van dong, thuong chi co Herr Wehrti bau ban voi c6 mdi sang, nhung hén chi miét mai tap trén may tp da ning
trong vai phut rdi chui ludn vao phong xong hoi dé tiia md hdi. V& phan minh, Sarah tip véi may chay b khoang 30 pht, roi cheo thuyén thém 30 phut
nita. C6 tirg tham gia vao déi thity thit Dartmouth, cho nén chi sau vai ngy tap luyén, ¢ d dan thiy co vai va lung cang hon, mot sy thay doi rd rét ké
tir c4i chét ciia Ben.

Sau khi tap thé hwc, Sarah ra boong trudc va gia nhdp nhém phu nit trén tau dé tim néng trude khi ding com tnra. Nadia va Rahimah van giit khoang
cach véi Sarah, nhung cac quy phu nhin khac thi to ra kha than mat, nhét 1A hai 4 Frau Wehrli v Jihan, ¢6 vo tré, 6 méi toc vang ong nguoi Jordani ciia
Hassan, chuyén vién truyén thong cho Zizi. Vo ciia Jean-Michel, Monique ciing it khi néi chuyén vai ¢6. Doi lin Sarah liéc Monique khi ¢6 ta dang doc
tiéu thuyét va nhan thiy Monique cting dang nhin minh chéim chém, ctr nhur ¢6 ta dang tim cach ddy Sarah xudng bién vay.

Bita in trra thurong dai 16 thé. Sau do, thiy thit doan s& dimg tau Alexandra dé bt dau chuong trinh dua mo-t6 nure cia Zizi. Trong hai ngly dau,
Sarah khong tham gia trd choi, thay vao d6 c6 dimg trén boong, quan sat Zizi va dam thi ha cia hén lan ngup trén song. Qua ngay thir ba, hén cb ging
thuyét phuc c6 tham gia, va con dich than day c6 cach cdm I4i. Sarah lai md-6 ra xa tau ri tit méy, dé mic md-t nhap nhd trén song, ¢ dam dam
nhin nhitng chim tréng nho noi chan troi. C6 & ¢6 d di qua xa, boi vi trong thoang chdc Jean-Michel da dén bén canh va ra hiéu cho ¢6 quay vé tau.
“Chi trong khoang cach 100 mét n thoi”, hin giai thich. “Do 1 nguyén tic clia ngii Zizi”

Zizi ¢6 thi gian biéu tht chit ché. Bita in sang nhe tai phong ngi, dién thoai, tap thé duc v6i Jean-Michel trong phong tip, gan trra hop voi nhan vién.
An trra. Pua mb-t6 murde. Lai hop véi nhan vién, nhung ln ndy cude hop kéo dai t6i bira chidu. Va sau do, lai n6i chuyén dién thoai cho dén tan khuya.
Vao ngy thir hai, chiéc truc thing rdi khoi tiu Alexandre ic 10 gid va quay vé& mot tiéng sau do, véi mdt phai doan khoang 6 nguoi dan 6ng. Sarah
quan sat khudn it cia timg ngudi lic ho tién vao phong hop ctia Zizi, rdi rit ra két lun khong ¢6 ai trong sb d6 11 Ahmed bin Shafiq ca. Khong lau sau
d6, mdt tén Abdul tiét 16 cho c6 danh tinh ciia ba tén, va ngay lap tirc Sarah ghi vao bd nhé ciia minh. Budi chiéu hom do, ¢6 cham mit Zizi e hén dang
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dirmg mdt minh trong sanh va danh tiéng hoi héin xem liéu ¢4 dén lic thao luan vé 1 moi ctia hén chura.

“Sao ¢b ¢6 vé voi v viy Sarah? Thoai mai di ndo. Hay tan hudng moi thir. Ching ta s& ban vé vin dé nay vao mot thoi diém thich hop”.

“T6i phai quay vé Luan Don, Zizi a”.

“Trd vé voi Julian Isherwood 42 Lam sao ¢6 c6 thé quay vé voi héin nhi?””

“Toi khong thé & day méi mar”.

“Puoc chi”.

“Nhung it nhét ngai c6 thé cho t6i biét ching ta dang di dau chir?”

“T6i mudn danh cho O mot sy ngac nhién”, hin glal thich. “DPo6 cting 13 truyén théng ctia ching 1. Toi tyr xem minh |2 mot thuyép truong flanh du, va toi
s€ chon dich dep cho tét ca ching ta. Toi khong nuon gitt bi mét dieu d6. Sang mai, chiing t6i muon dirng lai tai Grand Turk. Néu ¢6 nuion, ¢6 c6 the
én bo va nua sam chit gi d6”.

Liic 4y, Hassan xuat hién, héin ta dua dién thoai va thi thdm gi d6 vao tai Zizi bang tiéng Ardp nén Sarah khong ndm bét dugc ndi dung cau chuyén. “Xin
phép co Sarah, t6i phai giai quyét mdt viée”. Poan hin quay trd vao phong hop va dong cira lai.

Sang hom sau, Sarah thirc ddy trong céi tinh king ctia s6m mai. Thay vi ndn lai trén chiéc girong ém ai, ¢6 bat day ngay lap tirc va bude ra boong. Tau

tha neo gan Cockburn Town, thi phit quan dao Turks va Caicos. C6 ding bita sang trong phong, goi dién cho Chiara ¢ Luan P6n rdi sap xép lich voi

thity thi doan dé dap may bay vao tham thanh phd. Lic 11 gio rudi, Sarah di ra phia dudi tau va nhin thay Jean-Michel dang doi c6. Hin niic 4o thun

den va quan so6c mau trang hiéu Bermuda.

“T6i tinh nguyén thap ting c6”, hin thét Ién khi vira thiy Sarah.

“Toi khong can ngudi di theo.

“Khong ai dugc phép 1én bd ma thidu cac bién phap dam bao, nhit i cac quy ¢o. DAy 1 nguyén tic cia ngdi Zizi”.

“Thé v anh c6 di chung khong?”

“Thét tiéc i c6 Ay hoi mét. C6 vé c¢d Ay khong hop bita t6i hom qua”.

Ho im lim tién vio gin cang. Jean-Michel neo tau mot cach diéu nghé rdi theo Sarah dén khu mua sim. O mot qudy, ¢6 chon hai bg vay nhe nhang va

mot bo bikini moi. Qua mot hang khac, c6 mua mot doi dép, i xach, va mot cap kinh mat thay cho cap kinh ¢ lam mét khi choi dua mo-to mrée lan

trwe. Ho cing dén tiém thubc dé mua dau gdi, va kem dudng da, ca dung cu tqy da chét cho doi bo vai ram ning ctia Sarah. Jean-Michel ning ngc doi

thanh toan toan bo tién mua hang bang the tin dung cta Zizi. Trén dudng quay vé tau, c6 nhan ra Rimona véi cap kinh rdm to, dau doi mii rom Géan do,

trong mot quay bar nhd nhin ra cang, c6 trong thay mot nguwoi dan ong voi voc dang quen thude, dau ddi mii ni, mit deo kinh rAm, nhin chdm cham vao

mot ly bia dudi bong rdm ctia cdi 6 to twdng. Téi khi bude chan én tau Alexandra, c6 mdi nhan ra d6 1a Gabriel

Hom sau, khi Sarah goi v& Luan Bon, Julian bat may va hoi ngin gon xem khi no ¢6 s& quay vé. Hai ngay sau, anh lai hoi lin nira, nhung lan nay giong

anh c6 pha chit buc boi. Vao cubi gio chicu hom do, Zizi goi cho Sarah. “Moi 6 vao van phong cua i nhé, t01 nghit da dén e ching ta ndi chuyén
101", Va hin gac may ma khong doi ¢ tra 1oi.

Sarah di¢n do that lich sur: quan suong tring, 4o canh vang che phi doi tay, chin | mang giay & bang. C6 dinh trang diém nhung rdi lai thoi vi 6 nghi minh

khong thé nio che hét diu vet ramnAng ctia dnh myit trdi ving Ca-ri-bé. Phai mat muroi phit sau, 6 méi rdi khoi phong va men theo cau thang lén liu

dén phong Zizi. Hin dang ngdi chung ban hop véi Daoud Hanza, Abdul & Abdul, va Herr Wehrli. Ho ctng dtmg lén khi Sarah bude vao phong, doan

thu don gidy to tai liéu trén ban, roi Am i budie ra ngoai. Zizi ra hiéu cho Sarah ngbi xudng. O phia ddi dién cta can phong, hinh dnh Al Jazeera nhap

nhay trén ti vi: quan doi Israel lai tiéu hily mdt cén nha cua tay danh bom tu sat Hamas trong khi can canh I3 hinh anh cha me anh ta dang than khoc. Zizi

liéc man hinh trong vai gidy roi quay sang Sarah.

“T6i dAu tur hang triéu d6 la vao lanh thd Palestine, ti con ting cho ho vai triéu d6 la im tir thién, vy mi by gids quén Israel dang phé hity nd, va thé
gidi thi chi khoanh tay dimg nhin”.

Vay thé gioi & két t0i ai khi hai muroi than thé chay den nham nhé ndm ri réc trén dudng pho Tel Avivb vao ngay hom qua? Sarah nghi bung. C6 nhin
xubng doi ic tay bang vang va dong hd hiéu Harry Winston m Zizi tang, khong néi khong ring,

“Nhung bay gior hity trd chuyén vé diéu gi vui vé hon nhé”, Zizi cat Ioi.
“Toi ciing nghil vay”. C6 nhin hin va mim cudi. “Ong thét 1ong mudn moi t6i vé km viée cho 6ng phai khong?”’
“Toi u?”

“Ping viy”



Zizi mim cuoi nhin ¢6. “Ching ti s& khai trrong mdt ban nghé thuat”. Nu cudi héin bién mat. “Viée ndy ¢6 hoi dot ngdt nhung van phai im. Toi mudn

rrrrr

“Ban ngh¢ thuat?”

“Toi xin 161", hén giai thich. “Do 1 cach ching toi goi cac bd phan khac nhau trong td chirc. Hassan [ trudng ban truyén thong, Mansur phu trach ban du
lich, Herr Wehrli 1a ngin hang, con bin Talal phu trach ...”.

“An ninh”.

“Vang”, Ziz tra loi.

“Vay ai lam truong ban nghé thuét?”

“Hién tai t6i phy trach. Nhung t61 mudn mdi cd dam nhiém cong viéc do”.

“Thé Andrew Malone thi sa0?”

“Andrew Malone khong con am viée cho t6i nita”. Zizi mén mé chudi trang hat ciia minh mot thoéng. ROi dnh it héin lai quay vé phia mén hinh ti vi, va
gitr nguyén ¢ do, han tiép. “Dang ly t6i ky hop dong doc quyén voi Andrew. Toi tra rat nhiéu tién d€ gitr chan anh ta. D01 lai, anh ta phai danh cho 61 11
khuyén chén thanh nhét, c6 nhién I khong dé anh hudng dén quyén loi cta anh ta. Nhung that dang tiéc, Andrew lién tuc phan bdi toi. Trong vai ndm
troi, anh ta lién tuc bon rit tién cta t6i va cée doi tac, can cir theo thod thudn ban dau thi d6 1a mot sai pham nghiém trong. Trong s6 nhitng nguoi suu
tap va budn hang phai tra tién co cho Andrew c6 ca Julian Isherwood”. Han nhin c6. “C6 c6 biét s tién ma Isherwood Julian phéi chuyén cho Andrew
Malone khong?”

“Toi khong dugc biét”, ¢b tra 1. “Néu c6 chuyén nhur vy thi t6i xin 167",

“T6i tin ¢6”, héin tra i, “Andrew da thé v6i Julian s& gitt bi mét. Hén ¢ ging che day d4u vét khi an 101 hai bén. That khong may I hin khong thé x6a di
dAu tich phan boi trong tai khoan ngan hang, D6 13 cach ching t6i phat hién ra sy that”.

Zizi lai liéc ti vi va cau miy. “Cong viée t6i dang danh cho ¢6 c6 vi tri cao hon so v6i Andrew rét nhidu. C6 khong chi hd tro toi trong cong viée, mi ¢0
s& chiu trach nhiém bao quan bo suu tap cua to1. Toi du dinh s& cho cac bao tang cia My va chiu u muron vai tac phim nhu mdt cach cing ¢b mbi quan
hé viin hoa giita dit nurde t6i va phrong Tay. Vi c6 timg 1 ngudi quan Iy bao tang cho nén ¢6 s& rét thich hop véi nhitng cong viée nhur vAy”. Han quan
sat c6 mot lic. “Co cd thich vi tri d6 khong?”

“T6i mudn, nhung. . .”.

“_.nhung ¢6 mudn thao lun vé tién bac va céc quyeén loi trude khi tra 1i toi, t6i hoan toan hiéu diéu d6. Néu co khong phién, t6i ¢6 thé hoi hién tai Julian
dang tra cho c6 bao nhiéu’™?

“Toi e rang t6i khong thé n6i ra diéu nay”.

Zizi thé dai va xoay vong chudi hat. “C6 dinh am cho cau chuyén khé khin hon hay sao?”

“T6i khong hé ¢6 y ay”.

“Toi dyr dinh s& trd cho ¢6 mot khoan hrong 1 500 ngan d6 la mit ném,’ thémnha ¢, va cac khoan chi phi khong gioi han khac. Cong viéc doi hoi phai di
chuyén nhicu, nén di nhién, thoi gian ¢6 ¢ bén t6i va gia dinh 61 la chi yéu. D6 ciing 1a 1y do t6i moi ¢6 tham quan chuyen hanh trinh ny. Toi muon ¢6
JAm quen v6i moi ngudi. Toi tin 14 ¢6 ciing thich va cam nhan dwoc Iong hiéu khach ctia ching to1”

“Qua vay”, cd tra loi.

Zizi gio hai tay lén. “Vay a?”

“T6i can mot hop dong thoa thuan bao dam trong 3 nan”

“Puoc thor”.

“500 nam dAu tién, 600 nam thir hai, va 750 nam thir ba”,

“Puoc thor”.

“Va ¢6 ca cac khoan tién thuong”,

“C6 hay cho thir mdt con s6”.

“250 ngan”.



“T6i dy dinh tra ¢6 500 ngan nita. Chiing ta thoa thudn nhw vay duoe chir?”
“Toi nghif | dwoc”. Nu cudi ¢6 wut tit. “Toi khong dinh n6i voi Julian vé didu do”.
“Viéc lam an ma, Sarah. Julian s& hiéu”.

“Chéc anh Ay s& cam thiy dau long”.

“That ra t6i nghi 3 minh nén néi chuyén ndy v6i anh ta”

“Khong”, ¢6 lic dau tir chbi. “Toi s& tyr n6i. Toi vin con ng anh dy nhidu”,

“Co la mbt phy nir thing thin”. Zizi dot ngdt dimg lén. “Toi s€ yéu cau luat sur thao hop ddng. Herr Wehrli s& giri dén mot ngan phiéu dé ky cho khoan
tién thuong cua ¢, thém vao do 1a thé tin dung ctia AAB dé c6 chi tiéu”. Han gjo tay ra. “Chao mirng c6 gia nhdp dai gia dinh, Sarah”.

C6 bit tay rdi quay gt vé phia cira.

“Sarah nay?”

Co quay lai.

“Dlmg pham sai im gidng Andrew nhé. C6 biét ddy, toi rét hao phong voi ngudi im viée cho minh, nhung néu ho phan boi t6i, t6i s& cuc ky gin dir”,
Pung nhu dy dodn ctia Sarah, Julian n6i dién Ién khi nghe tin. Anh ndi céu voi Zizi va gidn luon cé Sarah. “Khoi quay lai phong tranh don d6 don dac gi
hét!”, anh ta hét lon qua dién thoai. “O day chang ¢ ai hoan nghénh ¢ lan 6ng chi dong mau Ardp X&t cua c6 dau!”. Sau khi dan manh mdy dién thoai
xuong, anh di thang dén quan Green, noi Oliver Dimbleby va Jeremy Crabbe dang chum dau thi tham & goc quan.

“Nay, sao it anh lai thudn ra vy, Julie?”” Cau hoi ctia Dimbleby cham dén ndi dau ctia Isherwood.

“Toi mét ¢ Ay roi”.

“Aichu?”

“Sarah”, Isherwood budng thdng, “Cé dy bo t6i sang voi Zizi al-Bakari”,

“Nay, dimg bao voi toi i co Ay giit vi tri cia Andrew Malone nhé”.

Isherwood gat dau xac nhén.

“Bao ¢ Ay tranh xa c4i hil mit ctia Zizi di”, Crabb nhin xét. “Han s& chat tay c6 ta mét. Hoan toan hop phap, anh biét ddy”.

“Ma sao hin lai 16i kéo duoc b ta nhi?”. Dinmbleby thic méc.

“Chéc 1a vi tién roi. Nho tién, ching mubn g ciing dugc”.

“Syr that 1 vay”, Dimbleby tra 1oi. “Nhung t nhét ching ta van con c6 nang Elena xinh dep”.

Duing 14 vdy, Isherwood nghii bung, chi ¢6 didu s& giit duoc ¢6 ta bao lu nira day?

Cach d6 4000 dzam, trén boong tiu Sun Dancer, Gabriel chia sé ndi dau ctia Isherwood, chi c6 diéu véi Iy do hoan toan khac. Sau khi nghe tin Sarah
nhin duoc cong viée, anh quay vé cho dimng cli trén mili tau, khong kip nghe 101 chiic mimg cua cac dong nghiép trong nhom.

“Anh ta sao vay?”. Yaakov hoi Lavon. “Anh 4y da thanh cong! Pa cai duoc diép vién vao t6 chirc Jihad rdi con gil”
“Ding thé”, Lavon tra Ioi. “Va mot ngaty kia ching ta s& phai ctru ¢b Ay ra”
Ban dang doc truyén Nguoi Pua Tin dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Gustavia, Saint-Barthlemy

Diém dén bi mét ctia Zizi hoa ra B mdt hon déo xinh dep ¢ Saint-Barthélemy Phép. Ho t¢i noi vao sang hom sau va neo tai Gustavia, hai cang va cling |
thi phu dep nhur tranh cua dao. Sarah wira tdp the duc xong thi Nadia bude vao phong. C6 nang méc mot chice 4o tdm hai ménh mau trang va mot cai
vay di bién cling mau.

“Chi van chura chuan bi gi 4?”

“Emn6i gi chi khong hiéu?”’

“Em dang n6i dén bi bién Saline - ving bién tuyét voi nhét trén thé gior”

Sarah t ra do dy, Nadia than mét cham vao cénh tay c0. “Chj Sarah iy, em biét minh chua két ban voi nhau tir e chj mdi it chén kn thuyén, nhung
tr gio chung ta s€ c6 thém nhi€u thoi gian tim hiéu nhau, vi chi da lam viéc cho cha emr6i. Co thé chiing ta s& 1a ban tot™.

Sarah gia vo suy nghi. “Doi chi 10 phut”.
“5 pht thoi nhé””. Nadia n6 ny cuoi twoi. “Chi biét ddy, em Ja con gai ciia cha emma”.

Sarah quay vé cabin riéng, tim tap qua loa, mic do tim va khoac bo ddm di bién bén ngoai. C6 bo vai mon It vat vao trong gio, 10i di ra phia dudi tau.
Nadia d3 sin sang, bén canh c6 nang 13 Kamal va Jafar Sharuki. Jean-Michel dimg sau tay l4i, dang Ii hiii kiém tra hé thong,

“Chi c6 chung ta thoi sao?”. Sarah hdi ngay khi vira budc 1én tau va yén vi & khoang trudce véi Nadia.
“Rahimah s& ra sau”, Nadia tra Ioi. “Du that long em hi vong chi dy s& khong di. Emmudn thoat khoi chi 4y trong chdc lat”.

Jean-Michel l4i tau nho tach khoi du thuyén Alexandra, r’(;)i nhén ga phong ra xa. Ho 6t qua trién phéi ciia hon déo, virgt qua ving ngoai 6 ctia
Gustavia, vong quanh Grande Pointe. Hai phut sau ho dén mdt vinh nho, noi dugc bao bog béi nhitng mém da qtﬂ lira ndu xam. Gitta nhitng mdmda, va
phia bén dudi bau troi xanh biec kia 13 mit bo bién thién nhién tuyét dep trai dai. Nadia thot én. “Chao mirng dén Saline™.

Jean-Michel khéo Iéo Jai tau vrot qua nhitng con song v0 vao bd va dap xudng mot khu dét cach bai bién vai dam. Rafiq va Sharuki nhay xudng chd
nuée can va di chim chim vé phia miii tau. Nadia dimg day va nhay ra khoi boong tau, ngay dung tAm himg ctia d6i ban tay vé s§ Rafiq diing néinh. Co
ta thdt lén. “Lic nay moi thiy c6 vé s§ tht tuyét lim sao, ching so bi w6t nhem khi ra bién”

Sarah ngan nglr trudn nguoi vao vong tay Sharuki. Mot thoang sau, ¢6 da yén vi trén mit dat cimg gAn mép nude. Trong khi Jean-Michel quay tau
phong vé Alexandra, Nadia dimg Ién va xac dinh vi tri cam trai. “O dang kia chi nhé”, c6 nang him hd kéo tay Sarah vé phia dau kia bai bién, noi ving
vé nhat. Rafiq va Sharuki 8o d&o theo sau vdi linh kinh ghé va gio xach. Sau khi da cach nhitng ngudi con lai trén béi bién 50 dim, Nadia dimg lai va
Jam bam gi d6 bang tiéng Arap voi Rafiq. Anh chang lp tirc dép lai bing cach trai khin tim va dat ghé xudng,

Hai tén bao vé dimg yén canh gac cach ho khoang 20 thurée. Nadia coi o dam va ngdi kén khin. Mai toc dai den murot ctia c6 dugc chai suén thing va
ong anh vi gel bong. €6 ta deo kinh rdm trong mau bac, d¢ 16 ra d6i mit to long lanh. Sau khi liéc nhanh vé phia hai tén can vé, Nadia ttr tir c6i 4o nguc,
de 16 phan trén day dan va khéu goi. Lan da cua cd, sau hai tuan phoi nang, da bién thanh mau dong. Sarah ngdi xudng ghé va chdn chin minh dudi cat.
“Em c6 thich c6 ngudi di theo gidng viy khong?”. Sarah cat tiéng hoi.

“‘Canvé u?, Nadia nhtn vai. “Néu chi a con gai clia Zizi al-Bakari, ho s€ 1a mt phﬁn gén lién véi cude séng, Chi c6 biét em dang gia thé nao v6i bon
bat coc hay khing bo khong?”

“Hang ti do”.
“iing viy”. N6i ri ¢6 & tho tay vao tli va 10i ra mot gdi thude higu Virginia Sims. C6 ta dbt cho minh mot diéu rdi moi Sarah diéu khic. Sarah e dau.
“Em khong hit thude trén tau Alexandra vi nhur vy 1a chong lai nguyén tac cia cha em Nhung khi em ¢ xa dng...”. C6 ta ding 1oi. “Chi s&€ khong ké lai
cho cha em chuyén nay chir a?”

“Ctr tin & chi”. Sarah hét ham v& phia miy tay can vé va hoi. “Con ho thi sao?”

“Ching khong damké cho cha em nghe dau”

Nadia cat goi thudc vao gio rdi nha timg ngum khéi vao khoang khong. Sarah nhim niit, quay vé phia mét troi. “Chi doan em ciing c6 ca mdt chai ruou
vang trong gié phai khong?”

“Emudc gi d6 1 sy thit”, Nadia tra 101, “Anh Jean-Michel ludn xoay sé duge vai chai lén tau. Em nghi néu chi nhe nhang hoi anh 4y, ¢6 khi anh 4y s&
cho chi ca hai chai”.

“Chie réng ¢6 khi anh ta con mubn cho chi thir khéc nita kia”.

“Dung 1Oi, anh éy mé chi”’. Nadia déy kinh cao 1én tran va nhim mét lai. “Ngay sau méy dun cat kia 1a mft nha hang, néu chi mudn, l4t nira chung ta co6
thé dén do dé udng vai ly ruou”



“Chi khong biét 3 em duroc udng ruou diy”.

“Khong nhidu, nhung em thich nhdm nhi vai ly banana daiquiris trong mot ngy dep nhu hom nay”.
“Chi nghi t6n gido ctia em khong cho phép”.

Nadia phti tay.

“Emkhong theo dao a?”” Sarah hoi.

“Em c6 dtre tin, nhung em ciing | mdt phu nir Ardp Xéut hién dai. Em theo hai 16i sdng khéc nhau. Liic & nha, chiing em bi budc phai an minh dudi lop
voan che mat den. Nhung & phuong Tay...”.

“Em c6 thé nhdm nhi vai i rrgu va ndm phoi ngyre trén bai bién 4.

“Ding vay”.

“Cha em c6 biét diéu niy khong?”

C6 ta gat dAu. “Cha mudn em tré thanh nguoi i phy nit phuong Tay that sw, nhung van phai tuan theo nhitng nguyén ly ctia dao Hoi. Embéo cha rang
diéu 4y i khong thé, khi phai theo khuon phép mau mire nhat, va 6ng dy dong y. Chi Sarah a, em khong con i tré nho. Emda 27 tudi rdi”. C6 ta nam
nghiéng ngudi Ién, va chdng tay do dau. “Chj bao nhiéu tudi?”

“31”, Sarah tré loi.

“Chi da timg p gia dinh roi chu?”

Sarah ic dau. Khudn it ¢6 van phoi dwéi dnh mit troi, an da c6 duong nhu dang ndng ran Ién. Nadia biét, ¢o thim nghi, ho déu biét.

“Chi rét xinh dep”, Nadia tiép 10i. “Sao chi van chwra lp gia dinh?”

Tai mt ct dién thoai luc 8 gio 53 phut sang ngay 11 thang 9, nam 2001....

“Ciing | nhitng Iy do thong thurong”, ¢6 tra 11 “Péu tién i hoc dai hoc, ké dén tién sy, rdi di im. Chi nghi do chi khong c6 thoi gian danh cho yéu
duong”.

“Khodng c6 thoi gian danh cho tinh camu? Tiéc nhi”.
“Po ciing 1a can bénh ctia ngudi My noi chung”.
Nadia kéo mit kinh che méit va nam théing ngudi lai.
“Ning git qua”, Sarah noi. “Emnén che khan”,

“Em chiing bao gidr bi chay ndng ca. D6 ciing 1a diéu tot khi i ngudi Ardp Xéit”. C6 4 vuron vai va ué oai chon tan thude xudng cat. “Chéc chi thay diéu
do ky cuc lam phai khong?”’

“Chuyén gi em?”
“Mot phy nir thudn M§ nhur chi, lai phéi lAm viéc cho Zizi al-Bakari”,

“Chi khong mubn im em thét vong, Nadia a, nhung chi khong hén I ngwdi M§. Gan nhu ca tudi tho du chi sdng & chéu u. Khi quay v& My dé hoc dai
hoc, chi gan nhur lac 16ng, va phai mat kha nhiu thoi gian méi lam quen duge voi moi trurong”.

“Chi khong ngai lam viéc cho nguoi Ardp Xéut chir?”

“Vi sao phdi ngai?”

“Boi vi nhiéu nguroi & nurde chi két an tui em vi cude tin cong ngiy 11 thang 9”.

“Chi khong phai la mjt nguroi trong‘sé d¢”, Sarah tra loi, 10i ¢6 trich din 10i ctia Gabriel da chi day tai nha Surrey. “Tén Osama da chon ngudi Ardp
Xeat dé tien hanh cudc tan cong nham gy thém hiém khich gitta hai mrée ching ta. Han 1 nguoi da khoi nguon chién tranh gitta dat Ardp Xeut va nuée
M. Ching ta phai cting lién minh dé chong lai bon al-Qaeda, chit khdng phai 1a d6i nghich nhau”.

“Cuc Tinh bao Ardp Xéut lién tyc canh bao cha em ring 6ng 1 muc tiéu ctia bon khing b vi dng c6 quan hé mit thiét voi Hoang gia. D6 ciing 1 Iy do

khién ching em phéi thit chit an ninh hon nita”. Rdi ¢ chi vé phia hai tén cin vé. “D6 ciing 1 Iy do em phai dan theo hai tén khi dot niy dén bai bién,
thay vi hai chang trai tré”.



Co6 alailan ndm sap, phoi heng duwdi mit troi. Sarah nhdm mét va mo mang ngi thiép di. Mot glcr sau, lic tinh ddy, 6 da thiy nhiéu ddu hiéu ude dinh
xuat hién xung quanh. Rafiq va Sharuki ngdi ngay sau ho. Nadia c6 vé dang ngii. “Toi néng qua”, Sarah thi thim v6i miy tén can vé. “Chéc t6i phai boi
day”.

Khi Rafiq dom dtmg 1én thi ¢6 xua tay bao hin & lai. “T6i 6n thoi”, ¢o trédn an.

Sarah cham chdm budc xudng bién, cho dén lic song v& ngang ngre, ¢d tram minh va nhanh chéng kin su xudng nude. Khi cd trdi én, Yaakov dang &
sat bén canh.

“Cb duy tinh ¢ Saint Bar’s trong bao 1au?”

“Toi ciing khong 1d. Ching ching n6i cho i biét diéu gi ca”.

“C6 an toan chir?”

“Van 6n cho t6i gio”.

“Cb ¢6 thiy ai c6 vé 1a bin Shafiq khong?”

Co K diu.

“Chiing t6i luén & bén co, Sarah a. Bay gioy ¢d hy boi khoi chd t6i va ding nhin lai. Néu ching ¢6 hoi vé t6i, ctr bao toi dang tén tinh co nhé”.
Va rdi anh ta bién n¥it vao Iong bién. Sarah quay trd vio b va trai khin tim ra nam ké Nadia.

“Chi n6i chuyén voi ai vay?”. A hoi.

Sarah thAy tim minh nhu nhay ra khoi 1ong ngire. C6 ging t6 ra binh than. “Chj khong biét, nhung gii d6 va vao chi ngay trude mit ban gai gi”.
“Thé chi mong doi gi khéc 42 Hin | ngudi Do Thai ma”,

“Sao em bit duoc?”

“Tin em di, chi cAn nhin thoang qua em ciing biét hin 1 nguwdi Do Thai. Dimg bao gid n6i chuyén véi ngudi la Sarah . Pic biét B véi ngudi Do Thar”.
-

Sarah dang thay d trong cabin clia minh dé di an t6i thi nghe thiy tiéng dcf)ng co émi cla chiéc‘ Sikorsky. C6 deo c,huc:)i'ngc_)c trai vao b va voi va bude
ra boong sau. Zizi dang ngdi cho trén ghe dai trong lan khong khi mat me bubi t6i. Han mic quéan jeans limg bac théch rat hop mot va cai 4o len chui dau
méau tring. “Chiing ta di d4o an t6i. Nadia va t6i s& Ién chiéc trre thing cudi cing. C6 s& di cling vai chiing t67”. Zizi noi.

Hai muroi phit sau ho lén chiéc Sikorsky. Khi ho bay qua khu vurc cang bién, nhimg ngon den tir Gustavia toa ra mot thir anh sang diu dang trong bong
t6i dan budng. Ho bay ngang qua day ddi dbc thang dimg phia sau cang va dap xudng san bay, noi nhimg nguoi con lai dang chd & cudi con dudng trai
nhyra, gan d6 12 mit doan xe Toyota Land Cruiser mau den bong 1on.

Khi Zizi da yén vi, doan xe ho tdng lin banh khoi phi trrdng, Bén kia dudng, trong bi d4u xe clia trung tAm mua sim chinh trén dao, Sarah ng6 thdy
Yossi va Rimona ngoi trén chiéc xe tay ga. C6 chom nguoi vé phia trude, nhin Zizi va con gai han.

“Chiing ta di dau vay?”

“T6i da bao mdt nha hang & Gustavia cho bira an t6i hom nay. Nhung trurde tién ching ta s& dén mot biét thu ¢ ria bén kia ctia hon dao dé ubng chit gi
do”.

“Ong thué ubn ca biét th d6 rdi a?”

Zizi cudi 16n. “Thét ra biét thy d6 da duge mdt doanh nghiép ¢6 am n véi ching ta thué hén rop”

Dién thoai rung bén bét. Hassan tra i ngay tlr tiéng chudng reo dau tién, roi trao lai chiéc dién thoai cho Zizi sau khi da xéc dinh duoc ngudi goi i ai.
Sarah nhin qua ctra kinh xe. Ho dang téng toc doc theo vinh Baie de Saint-Jean. C6 quay lai nhin qua vai minh va thay anh dén pha cua chiéc Land
Cruiser theo st phia sau ho. Mot hinh anh bét chot hién 1én trong dau c6: Yossi lai chi€e xe tay ga con Rimona ngdi phia sau 6meo anh. C6 xua tan hinh
anh ay vao chiéc may hiy tai liéu tudng tuong dé c¢d gang dudi nd ra khéi dau minh.

Boan xe ho tong dot ngdt giam toc do khi di vao mot thi trin bié:n nho nho nhung kha sim uét thudc Saint-Jean. Hai bén duong hep, cac cira tiém va
nha hang nam san sat bén nhau, nhirng khach b6 hanh da ram nang dang len 161 qua dong xe ¢ lru thong cham chap va ué odi vi tac duong. Jean-Michel
chiri thé khi mdt c&p nam nit di€u khién md t6 lach minh qua mdt khoang trong hep trude xe ho 16i lan vao dong ket xe.

Pén phia bén kia ling thi xe ¢ bdng nhién t hin, va con dudng nay dan lén nhimg bo da doc theo ria vinh. Ho 6m cua chd khiic quanh hep va ngay tire



thi thiy bién dur6i chan minh, mit bién ip lanh mau thity ngén trong 4nh sang diu dju ctia tring non vira m6i moc. Thi trdn ké tiép 1 Lorient, nd khong
dep say dém nhur Saint-Jean va it dong dic hon: mt trung tim mua sdmnh6 gon, mdt tram xang trang bi cira chép, mdt thAm my vién phuc vu cho phy
nir ban dia, mdt quay burger phuc vu cho nhimg gi trai céi trin chay xe md 6. Nigdi mdt minh bén cai ban boc crom ki Gabriel véi quan so6c kaki va

dép sang-dan.

Zizi d6ng nép dién thoai va dura qua vai minh v& phia sau ma chiing thém nhin Hassan mot c4i. Nadia cAm mdt lon toc va van vé dudi toc xem c6 bi ché
ngon khong. “Co mot hop démkha kha ¢ Gustavia”, a ndi mot cach lo dang “C6 I ta nén di nhay nhét sau bira 67, Sarah khong tra 101 va lai nhin qua
ctra s6 xe. Ho chay ngang qua mt nghia dia 16 nhd md ma va doan xe bét dau Ién doi. Jean-Michel sang sb thip va tang tdc. Lén cao, con dudng ngoat
rat gt sang bén trai. Khi chiéc Land Cruiser chuyén hudng dot ngot, Sarah bét giac ép ngudi vao Nadia. Lan da tran ctia ¢6 cam nhén duoc céi nong
nhu mit troi tir ngudi cua a.

Mot lat sau, ho lao kén mbt dinh hep gi6 manh quat rao rao. Poan xe giam tdc dot ngdt va di qua mot cong an ninh vio khoang san rong trudc mot toa
biét thu Ion miu tring sang ngoi. Sarah quay dAu nhin c4i cng sit tr dong dong lai sau lung 0. Chiéc xe tay ga vira ting tc chay ngang qua, trén xe B
mdt ngudi dan 6ng mic quan sodc kaki va mang sang-dan. Cira mo, Sarah budc xudng xe.

Hin dtmg ngay 16i vao nha, bén canh la mot phy nir vira bude vao tudi trung tuan, hin chio hoi moi thanh vién trong doan tlly ting d6ng duic ctia Ziz khi
ho bude dén bac tam cap bang da phlen H‘én €6 voc dang cua mOt van dong vién boi 101 voi hong hep va doi vai ngang rong. Toc den va quan tit. Hin
mic 40 thun Lacoste mau xanh lo va quén tring, Tay 4o thun dai dén tan ¢d tay va tay phai hin dé trong tii quan. Zizi khoac tay Sarah dén gioi thiéu voi
han.

“DPéy la Sarah Bancroft, quan i m6i ciia phong iy thuat ctia ti. Sarah, ddy 1 Alain al-Nasser. Alain diéu hanh mdt cong ty chuyén vé& quéan Ii vén dau tur
mao hiém cho ching ta & Montreal”.

“Rét vui duoc gip co, Sarah”,

Tiéng Anh hru loat, giong ngwdi nude ngoai. Tay van dé trong ti quin, hin quay sang phia ngudi phu nit.

“Pay 1a vg t6i, Sophic”.

“Chao bubi tbi, Sarah”. Sophie chio bing tiéng Phap.

Nuoi phy nit bit tay Sarah. Sarah dinh bt tay Alain, nhung héin nhanh chong nhin di chd khéc va 6m choang Fy Wazir bin Talal. Sarah di vao biét thy
rong \:a thoang ma'}t VoI it bén“]é hang hién rong 16 thién. CO mdt ho boi mau ngoe lam, va phia xa xa 1a bién den kit. Ban thirc an va thirc uong da dugc
don san. Sarah that vong khi chang thay chai rugu nao va danh phai hai long voi mdt ty nude ép du di thay vi rugu vang,

C06 mang ly nude €p ra san va ngdi xubng, May chiéc Iong deén treo trén cao dang xoay xoay trong gi6. Toc Sarah bay loa x0a. C6 vén nhiing lon toc
16i loan ra phia sau vanh tai va quay nhin vao biét thir. Alain al-Nasser da bo c¢6 vo' Sophie cua hén cho Jean-Michel chuyén tro va gio dang trd chuyén
thin mat voi Zizi, Daoud Hamza va bin Talal. Sarah hdp mot ngum nude du du ép, mi€ng c6 ramrap, trong nguc dap thinh thich.

“Chi c6 thiy hin dep trai khong?”

C5 nhin Ién, giat minh, Nadia da dung bén canh tir ltic nao.

“Ai co?”

“Alain”.

“Em dang ndi vé chuyén gi vay?”

‘Emthéy cach chi nhin hén, Sarah 4.

Ngtiira diéu g d6 di Sarah.

“Chi nhin Jean-Michel ddy chir”.

“Dmg ndi v6i em ring chi chi y dén Alain nhé”,

“That I khong hay khi 1an 1on tinh cam véi cong viée”,

“Nhung héin ciing dep trai na”.

“Rét dep”, Sarah n6i, “Nhung d6 ciing 1 mot ric roi”

“TAt c& bon ho déu thé”.

“Em biét 1 vé Alain khong?”

“Khong 16 m. Han méi im viée cho cha em khoang ba nan”.



“Chj doan han khong phai I ngwoi Arap Xéut 2”
“Nguoi Ardp Xéit khong ai co cai tén Alain dau. Hin 1 nguoi Libang, va Ion én & Phap, em nghi thé”
“Gidr héin séng & Montreal phai khong?”

“Em khong nghi thé””. Nadia t6i sim mit. “Dimg nén dat qua nhiéu cau hoi vé cong viéc iman ciia cha em - hoac 1 vé nhitng ngudi lim in véi 6ng 4y.
Cha em khong thich diéu d6 dav”.

Nadia di ra ngdi xubng canh Rahimah. Sarah quay nhin ra bién, nhin nhitng ngon dén chiéu sang trén con tau chay ngang qua.

Ching t6i biét hin dang ln trdn trong dé qudc ctia tén trim Zizi. Hin ta 6 thé 1 Giam dbc ngan hang dau tu hoc Giam déc quan Ii danh muc von dau
tw. Han ciiing c6 thé 13 mdt nha phét trién bat dong san hay chuyén vién nganh dug. ..

Hozc 1 mdt nguoi quan i vén dau tur mao hiém tén ki Alain al-Nasser. Alain 1a nguoi Libang nhung 16n 1én ¢ Phép, em nghi thé. Alain voi khuon mt
tron chang phit hop véi than hinh nhung nhang nhac mot ngudi ¢d timg nhin thiy ¢ mt ngdi nha vimg qué Surrey. Alain, vira vio phong trong dé hop kin
v6i Chi tich va Giam dbc diéu hanh ctia Jihad. Alain khong mudn bét tay Sarah. C6 phai chi vi héin ta s bi 6 ué boi phy nir khong theo dao Hoi ching?
Hay boi vi tay hdn da teo lai, két qua ctia vét thurong do manh dan vang tring & Afghanistan?

“Trong tinh huéng nhu thé ndy, Sarah 4, t5t nhét 1 nén don gian hoa moi thir. Chiing ta s& kim theo cach ¢d dién nhé. Ding mé vimg dién thoai. Ding
nhing tin hi¢u the chat™.

“Nhitng tin hiéu thé chat?”

“Chéing han deo dong hd tay trai hay tay phai. C6 4o khoac bé dung dimg 1én hay bé xubng, Gio xach dé bén hong trai hay bén hong phai”.
“Tor bao gip lim tur dat dudi ban tay ching?”

“Cb s& thiy ngac nhién ddy. T6i da timg ludn 18 toc ngdi gitta”.

“Toc a?”

“Co thuong dé kiéu toc gi ha Sarah?”

“Thuong x0a téc thor”.

“C6 c6 doi gd ma dep. Mot cai cb rat duyén dang. C6 nén nghil ¢én viée thinh thoang béi toc Ién. Nhu Marguerite dy”.

“Kiéu ay qué 16i thoi rdi”.

“C6 nhing thir khong bao gios 16i thoi hét. Van téc 1én di nao”.

C6 tim trong gio xach tay By ra mdt c4i kep toc ma Chiara dira ¢6 vio ngay cudi ciing & phong trién im tranh va lam theo 11 Gabriel.
“Cb trong rat xinh dep khi vn toc cao nhur thé. Pay 1 dau hiéu ciia ching ta néu c6 thiy ngudi dan 6ng ma cho ring hén I bin Shafiq”.
“Roi sau do thi sao?”

“Dé d6 ching t6i lo, Sarah 4™,
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Gustavia, Saint-Barthelemy
DPémdo, in dau tién ké tir khi Ién chiéc du thuyén Alexandra, Sarah khong ngii. C6 ndm trén chiéc girong rong thénh thang, ¢b ép minh ndm bt dong

dé bin Talal, néu c6 dang quan sét ¢ qua méy camera gidu dau do trong phong, hén s& khong nghi ngd viée ¢d trdn troc c4 dém Trudc 6 gio trdi bét
dAu sang dan, mdt vét d6 tir tir loang rong & phia dwong chan troi. Sarah chd thém nira tiéng rdi goi ca phé. Khi ca phé duoc dira dén, dAu ¢o chot nhirc
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nhu buia bo.

Sarah budc ra boong tau va dimg dyra vao lan can, ngim anh sang tran ngdp cang pién, ¢6 lai mién man nghii vé tén Alain a-Nasser & Montreal. Ho ¢ lai
bict thy ctia hiin hon mot tieng dong ho rdi chay ve Gusvia dé an toi. Zizi da déit cho ¢ nha hang La Vela 6 ria cang bién, Alain al-Nasser khong di voi
ho. That ra khong mdt ai d€ cap deén tén han trong subt buodi toi, it nhat a trong tam nghe ngdng ctia Sarah. Mot ngudi dan 6ng ¢ vé nhu | Eli Levon di
dao ngang qua nha hang khi ho dang an trdng miéng. Sarah cui xuong lay khan &n lau miéng, khi c6 ngang dau Ién thi ngudi dan 6ng da boc hoi.

Bdng nhién co mudn van dong co thé. C6 quyét dinh dén phong tép thé duc trude khi Zizi dén chiém nd. C6 miic quan so6c 40 ong, giay chay b6 va di
vao phong tam dimg trude gwong cot toc lai. Khi cd dén, phong tip thé duc dang chim trong im king, C6 da hi vong ring s& ching ¢6 ai dén vao gio nay
nhung van thiy Jean-Michel dang gip nguoi trén may tap co tay. C6 lanh king chao héin va bude én may chay bo.

“Toi sap lén dao dé tap chay that thay vi luyén voi may. C6 mudn di ciing khong?”

“Con bai luyén tap clia Ziz thi sa0?”

“Ong 4y bi dau lung”.

“C6 vé nhur anh khong tin 1oi 6ng ay Fni”.

“Ong 4y luon bao minh bi dau lung mdi khi mubn nghi tap”. Han hoan thanh phan tap ctia minh va chii canh tay wét dmmd hoi vao khan, “Ching ta
nén di trude khi xe ¢f tro' nén dong duc”.

Ho xuong mot chiée thuyén nho va l4i vao phia trong cang. Trdi ling gio, mit bién Van con tinh king. Jean-Michel cot day thuyén vao mot bén tau cong
cong, gan mit tiémca phé vang khéach vira m6i mo cira. Ho chay b trén bén cang, 10i qua nhitng con duong vang king trong thi tran cii ki Jean-Michel
chuyen dong déu dan khong biét mét moi bgn canh cd. . Khi ho bat Qau chay én gioq ddi, Sarah da b} bo lai ph]a sau. Mot chiée md to scooter chay vuot
Ién phia trude ¢, mt cd gii doi mil bao hiém n¥ic quan jeans bé cam ki Co cO gang rudn minh d€ rit ngan khoang cach voi Jean-Michel O dinh doc,
6 ngimg chay dé thd trong khi Jean-Michel van chay bg tai cho mdt cach chim rai.

“Sao vay?”

“T6i Ién gAn Skg trong chuyén di ndy voi cac anh”,

“Ciing gan két thuc rd7”.

“Chiing ta sg lai lai day thém bao lau?”

“Hai ngay nita & Saint-Bar”. Han nhéch mdi theo diing phong cach Phap. “C6 thé i ba ngiy ciing nén. Zizi mudn rdi khoi dao im rdi. Toi c6 thé thiy
diéu do”.

Negay lic d6 chuyén bay dau tién trong ngiy hr6t qua dau ho 16i lao xuong bén kia swdn doi vé phia duong bang Jean-Michel bt dau chay xudng doi
theo con duong do. Ho chay ngang san bay va khu mua sam trung tam, 16i 6m cua chay dén ling Saint-Jean. Chlec xe dau tién Xuat hién, ho da phai hai
Jan nhay lén trén phin 1 duong day cat dé tranh xe tai. Jean-Michel dan co qua mjt bure trong bang da & cubi con duong va di xubng 16i nho day cat
dan ra bai bién. “Chiing ta chay bd & day thi tot hon. T6i s€ chay toc d6 & cur li ngan. C6 c6 nghi c6 chay theo t6i noi khong Sarah?”’

“Dicu gi lam anh nghi t6i khong dudi kip anh ha?”

Hiéin sai budc dai hon. Sarah ¢b ging bt nhip voi hin.

“Cudc dua sép bat dau. C6 sin sang chura?”

“T6i nghif cude dua da xong rdi ddy chir”,

Jean-Michel phéng minh vé phia trede. Sarah, kiét stre vi ca dém khong ngu, bude chim cham, thich thi véi viée 1an dau tién khong ¢6 ai theo sat ké tir
khi gia nhdp “trai linh’ cia Zizi. Nhung khoanh khéic d6 ciing kéo dai khong lu. Chi hai phit sau Jean-Michel chay nuw6e rit tro lai cho ¢6 voi doi tay
déanh manh va lién tuc. Sarah tiép tuc chay. Jean-Michel giam toc d6 khi c6 téi noi.

“Toi séap chét d6i rdi. Ching ta di 3n sang nhé?””. C6 dé nghi

“Trude hét phai két thic cude chay cai da. Ta s& an sang & tiém ca phé ké bén chd neo thuyén”,

Ho mit 20 phut dé chay quing dudng con lai dén cang. Quan ca phé dong khach hon so voi liic ho moi Ién bo sang som nay, nhung Jean-Michel van tim
thay mot ban ngoai troi dudi bong ram va ngdi xudng. Sarah nhin so qua thue don r01 Irét mét sang tiém quén 4o nam bén kia duong. Cira hang treo
day c4c mau 4o so mi Phap may bang tay v loai vai co-t6ng tréng ¢6 vé kha dit tién. Sarah gap to thue don lai va nhin Jean-Michel

“T6i nén mua mdt mon qua cho Zizi dé cam on 6ng 4y vé khoang thoi gian vira qua”.

“Zizi chang can qua. Ong Ay da c6 tat ca moi thr trén doi”



“T6i van nghil minh phai tang Zizi mdt mon qua. Ong rat rong hrong voi toi”.
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“Ro 101”.
Sarah cham vao tay Jean-Michel va chi sang cira hing nhd ban quén 4o sang trong bén kia dudng
“Zizi chang can so mi”. Han noi.

“Nhitng chiéc 40 so mi d6 trong ciing dep ma”.

Jean-Michel git dau. “Ching I hang Phap day”.

“Cho t6i muron thé tin dung ctia anh di”.

“Pay la thé ctia Tap doan AAB”™.

“Toi s& tré lai tién cho anh sau”,

Jean-Michel rit thé tin dung ra khoi tiii quén so6c ctia minh. “Khong can phii tré lai 6 tién d6 dau. Tin toi di Sarah, c6 khong phai A ngudi dau tién mua
qua cho Zizi bang tién ctia 6ng ay”.

“Zizi mic size miy vay?”

“C 6.5 inch 1, bng tay 4o 33 inch”.

“Anh biét 15 nhi?”

“T6i | huAn luyén vién riéng ciia 6ng dy ma”.

Sarah ndi cho Jean-Michel phén goi mén ctia minh gdm mon tartin, trimg chién va sita rdi di sang tiém quan 4o. C6 dimg ¢ ngoai mjt khéic, nhin ngim
nhing chiéc 40 so mi trong tiémr6i day cira bude vao. Mot co gai xinh dep toc vang cat ngan chao Sarah bang ting Phap. Sarah chon hai cai ao so'm,
mot cai miu xanh dwong dam, mot cai mau vang nhat va dua cho nguoi ban hang s do cta Zizi. C6 gai bicn mat sau canh cura trong va mot lic sau
quay trd lai voi hai chiée 4o.

“Chi c6 hop dung qua khong?”

“Da c6 chir, thua quy ¢6”.

C5 ban hang Iy mot cai hop tir dudi quéy tinh tién, cin thin gdi hai chiéc 4o vao gidy lua va dit vao trong hop.

“Chi c6 thiép khong? Loai ndo ¢ phong bi uon dy”.

C6 géi lai md tay phia dudi quay tinh tién Ay ra mot céi thiép va dua cho Sarah cay viét luon thé.

“Quy ¢b chitra thé ndo day a?”

Sarah dura ¢ gii thé tin dung. Trong khi ¢6 gdi tinh tién, Sarah dira vao quiy va viét miy chir “Alain al-Nasser - Montreal”. RSi c6 dé thiép vao bi thur,
liém phan vanh c6 sdn keo va dén lai can than. C6 gai dit hoa don trude mit Sarah. C6 ki tén va tra lai c6 gai cAy viét cting phong bi thiép.

“Toi khong hiéu, thura quy ¢6”.

“Séang nay s& c6 mdt nguoi ban clia toi gién day xem t6i ¢6 bo quén thir gi khong”. Sarah ndi. *“Xin hity dua cho ban t6i phong bi nay. Néu c6 lam dug,
¢0 s€ dugc tra cong hau hinh. Sy kin tiéng ctia ¢d rat quan trong, C6 hi€u y t6i khong?”

“Vang, thua quy ¢6”. C6 gai mim cudi voi Sarah mot cach bi hiémy, r6i nhin vé phia Jean-Michel dang ngdi trong quén ca phé. “Bi mit ctia quy c6 s&
duoc bao dam an toan”.

C6 ghi bo hop qua vao ti gidy rdi dua cho Sarah. Sarah nhay mit v6i c6 g rdi budc ra khdi tiém & vé quén ca phé. Bita &n sang da bay sn trudc mit
Kkhi ¢6 ngdi xuong,

“C6 van dé gi khong?”. Jean-Michel hoi.
Sarah lic dau va dura tra héin thé tin dung. “Khong, ching ¢6 vin dé gi ca”.

Ba muroi phut sau Sarah va Jean-Michel Ién tu trd vé& Alexandra. Gabriel chd thém 15 phit nira 10i bude vao tiém quin 4o. Anh nhin tAm thip tir tay
¢0 ban hang va dua c6 100 euro cho viéc gilt bi mat. Nam phut sau anh da ngoi trén chiéc Zodiac quay vé chiec du thuyén dang tha neo cua minh.

Alexandra dang ndm im fim truréc mit anh, gan nhur 1 chiée tau 16n nhét trong cang va I chiéc du thuyén 1on thir hai chi sau chiée tau thity vira ghé vao



cang qua dém. Gabriel thing tién vé chiéc Sun Dancer dang tha neo cach d6 vai trim mét, gan hai khéi d4 dimg gic ngay 16i vao cang bién. Anh cot
chiéc Zodiac vao dudi chiéc du thuyén va di vao phong chinh da duoc trung dung thanh trung tim diéu hanh va chi huy di dong, Cé mdt chiée dién thoai
V& tinh tinh béo va mdt chiéc may vi tinh két ni voi dai 16 King Saul. Hai ti dién thoai di dong, vai chiéc bd dam dang sac pin va mdt chiéc may quay
phim trang bi dng kinh chup tir xa dang theo doi con tau Alexandra.

Gabriel dimg trurée ban diéu khién va thdy Sarah budc ra khoi khoang riéng. Yaakov dang dién dam véi Tel Aviv. Khi Yaakov gic mdy, Gabriel chia ra
tam thi¢p. Alain al-Nasser - Montreal.

“C6 ging cta ching ta dy”. Yaakov noi. “Ngbi xudng di, Gabriel. Pai 16 King Saul da ¢ mdt budi sang kha ban ron”.

Gabriel tur 16t cho minh mdt tich ca phé va ngdi xubng,

“Séng nay t0i dd dot nhap vao hé théng dat chd ctia cong ty cho thué biét thur. Noi Sarah dén dém qua 12 do cong ty Xy dung Meridian Montrea thué.
“Cong ty Xay dung Meridian nim hoan toan duéi quyén kiém soat ctia Tap doan AAB”. Lavon thém vao.

“Thong tin dat chd ¢6 cho biét ai s& & do khong?”. Gabriel hoi.

Yaakov git dau. “Mot phu nit tén 14 Katrine Devereaux thuc T6ng hanh dinh ctia Meridian dit chd. C6 4 tra trudc moi chi phi va yéu cau cong ty cho
thué biét thyr phai mé cira san dé dén hin ta”.

“H&n dén khi ndo?”

“Puoc ba ngy 1di, theo nhur thong tin ghi nhan”.
“Hin s& & lai bao 1Au?”

“Thém bbn ngiy nira”

“Con xe hoi hén str dung?”

“C6 mot chiéc Cabriolet hién dang dau trong nha. Miéng nhéin phia sau xe ghi *xe cho thu ¢ déo’. Dich vu thué xe ndy khong c6 hé thng diit chd béng
may vi tinh. Moi thit déu trén gidy to hét. Néu muon biét chi tiet hon thi ta phai dot nhap vao do theo kiéu truyén thong thoi”.

Gabriel nhin Mordecai. “Vin phong cho thué xe nim & san bay”. Mordecai n6i. “Do6 chi la mbt gian phong nho ding cira truot bang nhém Bm cira s6 va
16i di cho nhan vién ra vao. Ching ta c6 thé dot nhap vao do trong tich tic. VAn dé 14 san bay c¢6 bd tri canh vé vao ban dém Ching ta c6 thé hm 16
hoat ddng ctia minh chi vi mudn biét tén va sb thé tin dung hén st dung dé thué xe”.

“Qua mao hiém”, Gabriel néi. “Co i trén dién thoai khong?”’

Mordecai dat may phat tin hiéu trong hdp dung mHi ndi hai mach dién dém hdm trude. “Co mdt cude 201 sang nay. Mot 4 nao d6 goi cho tiém ubn toc &
Saint-Jean hen trura nay s€ dén do™.

“C6 ta tu xung tén gi?”’

“Ba al-Nasser”. Mordecai tra Ioi. “Co mdt vén dé nhé voi céi ddy méc vao dién thoai dé nghe Ién. Gior ta dang ¢ ngoai ria pham vi thu séng, vi thé tin
hi¢u rat yéu va hay nhiéu séng. Néu bin-Shafiq nhac dién thoai lén vao lic ny thi ching ta khong thé nhan dién dugc giong néi ctia hin vi syr nhiéu finh
dién trén duong day. Ta can mot cot thu song”.

Gabriel nhin Yaakov. “Néu cho tau ctia minh dén gin hon thi sa0?”

“Ving nurée ¢ d6 qua sau dé tha neo. Néu cb ging di chuyén tau dé theo doi can biét thy, thi coi nhur minh tur 16 ra cho ching chu y. Chiing ta ciing ¢6
thé dibd dén cira trude biét thyr ciia al-Nasser va tur gioi thiéu vé minh”.

“Ciing khong phai la mot y kién t& dau’”. Mikhail néi khi anh budc vao phong “Téi tinh nguyén”.

“Ching ta can mot cot thu tin hiéu”. Yaakov noi.

“Thé thi am mdt cai”. Gabriel lai dua thi¢p ra. “Con danh tinh ny thi sao? Anh ¢ nhin ra né khong?”

“Khong phai i bi danh mé ta biét”. Yaakov néi. “Toi s& nhd dai 16 King Saul kiém tra trén cac may vi tinh, xem ho ¢6 timra duoc gi khong”.

“Bay gio lam gi?””. Mikhail hoi.

“Chiing ta s& theo doi hiin ca ngay”. Gabriel n6i. “Ta s& chup hinh hin va ghi lai giong ndi. Néu c6 thé, ta s& giri thong tin cho dai 1o King Saul phén tich”.

“Pay chi 1a mdt cai ddo nho thdi”’, Lavon nodi voi giong canh giac. “Larc lwong ctia ching ta ¢ day lai it”.



“P6 ciing 13 mot loi thé ctia minh. G mdt noi nhur thé ndy, khong ¢ gi bat thurdng khi di ra di vao va thay cling mot nguoi hang ngiy”.

“Ding”. Lavon dong tinh. “Nhung bon tay chén ngu din ctia tén bin Shafiq s& bat an néu thiy qua nhidu gwrong mit quen thudc”.

“Va néu dai 16 King Saul cho ta biét Alain al-Nasser chinh 2 Ahmed bin Shafiq thi sa0?”. Mikhail hoi. “Liic d6 ching ta xir tri ra sa0?”

Gabriel nhin Sarah qua méan hinh trén ban diéu khién. “T6i s& quay tré v& Gustavia”, anh n6i, vin nhin vao min hinh. “Chiing ta cAn mbt cot thu tin hiéu’”
Ban dang doc truyén Ngwoi Pua Tin duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 27

Nam phiit sau, Gabriel dén chi nhanh cho thué biét thi Sibarth. Ra d6n anh 1 mdt phu nit ngudi Anh chinh gde, ¢6 mai toc ndu vang nhur vét ning va
cip miét xanh lo. Gabriel dong vai Heinrich Kiever, mot ngudi Birc ‘I yéu’ hon déo thién duong ndy va mong udc dugce & lai Au hon. Nguoi phu nit
Anh mim cudi - ¢b da nghe rat nhidu cau chuyén nhur thé va bat dau in ra ca danh sach nhitng chd con tréng dé cho thué. Gabriel nhin qua ban danh sach
va cau miy. “T6i d4 hi vong i con chd & khu ndy”. Anh g5 vao tAm ban do dang trai ra trén ban. “Chd nay, phia bic ctia hon dio”.

“Point Milou a? Vang, chd do rat hay, nhung ti e ring khong c6 biét thy trong vao thoi diém nay thua 6ng. Nhung ching ta c¢6 chd & ddy. Ké bén Point
Milou, 1a Point Mangin”. C6 ta gd gd vao diemkeé bén.

“C6 thé nhin thay Point Milou tir can biét thy & Point Mangin khong?”’

“Véng, kha 16. Ong c6 mudn xem hinh anh ctia noi d6 khong?”

59

“Véng, phién c6”.
Nguoi phu nit dura ra mot tp séch thong tin va mo ding trang can xem. “Cin biét thur c6 4 phong ngu, thua 6ng Herr Kiever. Ong c6 can can nhé lon
c0 nay khong?”

“Thét ra ching t6i ¢6 thé ¢6 thém ban dén viéng thani”,

“Vay t6i nghil ciin biét thy niy hop voi y dinh ciia 6ng roi. Hoi dit tién, 12,000 euro mdt tudn, va didu kién 1 ong phai mudn it nhét hai tun”,

Gabriel nhin vai nhur thé muén n6i tién ddi véi anh khong phéi i van dé.

“Khong duoc mang theo tré con va tuyét d6i khong c6 thi nudi. Ong khong nudi ché ding khong a?”

“Thé ¢6 Chiia, khong bao gio nudi chd”.

“Xin 6ng vui long dat coc, tong cong s tién bay gio 1 2,600 euro va di nhién 1 ¢ thé tra trude luon”,

“Khi ndo thi chiing t6i nhan nha dugc?”

(Cb ta nhin dong ho deo tay. “Gid 1 10 gioy 15 phit. Néu ta nhanh chéng m xong moi tht tuc thi 6ng va vor ¢6 thé nhan nha chAmnhét | 11 gio 30
phit”.

Gabriel mim curdi va dua thé tin dung cho ¢6 nhén vién.

Ngudi phu nit Anh d6 khong biét ring Gabriel va Gina chuyén vao biét thu dwoc muroi Bim phit thi cac vi khach dAu tién bat dau luc tuc dén, nhung
thure chét ho da 6n dinh trong nha t e ndo réi D0 dac ctia ho ciing khé giong nhimg du khéch khac trén dao. Mordecai dem theo cai mdy thu kich
hoat giong ni va mdt miy anh Nikon trang bi 6 ong kinh dai. Mikhail dén voi mot i dién thoai di dong, radio, va bén khau stng ngfin. Mot gid sau, lin
dAu tién ho dugc quan sat con mdi ctia minh khi hén chuong it trén ban cong trong chiéc quan sodc tring va 4o so-mi tay dai. Mordecai chup vai birc
hinh ctia hin. Nam phit sau, al-Nasser boi mdt chit va i tran leo 1én b, Mordecai chup thém vai birc nira. Gabriel kiém tra lai hinh anh trén méy vi
tinh, nhung anh cho ring nhitng burc anh nay khong déng dé giri dén cho Pai 1o King Saul phan tich.

Lic 1 gio trua, méy thu tin hiéu kich hoat giong noi chuyen tir do sang xanh. Mot giong noi phat ra tir duong day, tlep theo Ia giong cta ai d6 trong nha
dang quay s6. Sau hai tleng chudng reng, ngudi nit tiép tan & nha hang La Gloriette nhic méy. Gabriel nhém niit lai thit vong khi giong noi ke tiép 13 ‘phu
nhin’ al-Nasser dat chd cho bira trwa ic 2h. Anh nhanh chéng xem xét viéc bo tri mdt doi trinh tham trong nha hang nhung xua ngay y nghia dy sau khi
nghe duroc md ta vé phong n ti ting bén canh b bién. Tuy nhién Mordecai van cit chyp al-Nasser thém hai tAmnira, mdt tim 1 N hén ra khoi xe
trong bi d4u xe va tam thir hai i khi hiin nhip rwou trong ban an. Trong ca hai hinh hiin déu mang kinh den va méc 40 so mi dai tay. Gabriel giri hinh
cho dai 16 King Saul. Mot gid sau, khi al-Nasser va vo roi nha hang, dai 16 King Saul tra 1i trén dudng ddy tinh bao ring két qua khong thé xac dinh
duoc.
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Lic 3 i rudi, ching roi nha hang La Gloriette va chay vé lng Saint-Jean, t6i d6 al-Nasser dé vo héin xudng tiém udn téc. Tir ddy hén chay thing dén
Gustavia va Ic 3 gi& 50 phit hén 1én xudng dé ra chiéc du thuyén Alexandra. Yossi thu lai hinh anh hén Ién thuyén, cling véi cai 6m thim thiét héin nhan
duoc tir Zizi al-Bakari. Sau d6 ching di 1én viin phong phia trén dé hop kin. Sarah khong c6 mit trén tau dé thiy al-Nasser dén, vi thoi diém d6 ¢o va
phin 16n bon tay chan ctia Zizi dang kin c6 éng tho & vimg Tle Fourche, mot khu déo nhd hoang ving cach Saint-Bart khoang mot dim

Cudc gap kéo dai chirng mot tiépg. Yossi ghi hinh al-Nasser Iic han 101 van phong Zizi va ca biéu,hién quyét tAm trén mfit,han Itic xubng xudng quay tré
lai Gustavia. Mikhall bam theo han ve t6i lang Saint-Jean lic 6 gio t6i, al-Nasser don vo tir tiém uon toc. Lic 6 gio rudi han lai lao vao cit boi chieu mit
1an nita. Mikhail ngdi ti rii bén Gabriel trong can bi¢t thy & phia bén kia vinh.

“Ching ta choi tro dudi bt voi han ca ngay”, Mikhail n6i, “Ma ching ta dat dugc gi? My tim hinh vO dung. Alain ak-Nasser rd rang chinh & bin Shafiq
roi. Chung ta bat han di va két thic vu viée cho gon”.

Gabriel nhin Mikhail bang con miit ciia mdt ké dan day kinh nghiém. “Mot ngy néo d6 khi cdu gia hon va khon hon mdt chi, t6i s& ké cho ciu nghe v
cai d&mmdt nhom tinh bao nghi rang giai thudng cho viée bat duge bon tdi pham da nam trong tay. Nhung khong ngd ho lai giét 1am mdt anh boi ban vo
07",

“T6i biét cau chuyén d6 r(;)@ Gabriel. Chuyén xay ra ¢ Lillehammer. Phong tinh bao van goi chuyén d6 1a Leykha-Mar, tirc ki ‘dém ciia sy cay dédng’,
nhung n6 xay ra cling 1au roi ma”.

‘Do van I sai Aimngd ngan nhét trong lich sir ctia Van phong, Ho g16t nham ngudi va bi bt vi chuyén d6. Ho pha hét cac quy tic. Ho hanh dong hip
tap va ho dé cam xtic 1an at I trf Ching ta da di qué xa nén khong thé c6 thém mdt ‘dém ctia sy cay ding’ nao nita. Thir nhat, ta phéi co bang chirng -
bang chimg khong thé bac bo dugc - ring Alain ak-Nasser 2 Ahmed bin Shafig. Chi khi d6 ching ta mi bat dau n6i dén chuyén thii tiéu han. Va ching
ta chi bop ¢o stng sau khi da dua Sarah tré vé va ca doi bién khoi hon dao nay mdt cach an toan”

“Lam thé ndo ta tim duoc chimg c?”

“May tAm hinh chura dit nén ta cn thém giong ni ctia hin nita”. Gabriel tra Ioi.

“Hén khong ndi gi ca”

“Tét ca moi ngudi déu phai n6i chuyén chir. Ching ta phai lim cho hén néi chuyén trong khi theo doi hin”.

Ngay lic do deén ctia may thu am dién thoai chuyén sang mau xanh va tiéng quay s6 vang rén. Cudc goi ctia phu nhan al-Nasser chi dai c6 ba muroi gidy.
Gabriel nghe lai cudc thoai chi dé€ chic rang anh da ghi chii ding cac chi tiet.

“Nha hang Le Poivre xin nghe”.

“Ching t6i mu6n dat ban cho hai ngudi lic 9 gio”.

“Ching t6i da c6 ngudi dit ban vao gior d6 1di thura ba. Chiing t6i ¢6 thé sip xép cho quy khach vao 8 gio hodc 8 gidr 30 phit”.
“8h thi qua som. Théi vay chiing t6i dat ban 9 gio 30 phut™.

“Xin ba cho biét quy danh a”.

“Al-Nasser”.

Gabriel nhdn nit ‘ngimg’ va nhin Mikhail - Kién nhn di cau trai. Phan thuong chi dén voi nhirg ngudi biét bén chi.

Nha hang Le Poivre I mt trong nhitng vién ngoc chura durge kham phé ciia hon dao nay. N6 ndm & ria ctia mt trung tim mua sém nhé nhin ¢ Saint-
Jean, ngay giao 1 giira con dudng chinh doc b bién va mot con dudng hep dan Ién cao, noi ¢6 thé nhin thiy ca bai bién. Nha hang khong c6 quang
canh md voi bi d4u xe chen chiic va khong khi chat hep bén trong, Phong an chi ¢ mdt cai sin nhé trung binh & vimg ngoai 6. Phuc vy ciing rat binh
thudng, nhung thire an - khi cudi cling n6 ciing duge bung ra - thi tuyét nhat trén dao. Ciing nhd vi tri tim thudng ctia minh m nha héng Le Poivre durgc
nhiéu nguoi ndi tiéng rra ghé qua. Vi ho ludn ¢ cam gide bi quiy nhiu bdi bao chi va cong ching, nén viée hiém khi bi bat gip & nha hang nay khién ho
cam thiy thoai mai. Hon thé, noi ny ciing chira bao gioy xéy ra nhirg chuyén bét binh thuong, D6 14 i do tai sao dén ngiy hom nay, ngudi ta vin luon
nhic vé riic r6i bat ngd da xay ra v6i 6ng ba al-Nasser.

Nhan vién ¢ nha hang nh¢ rd cau chuyén nay, cling nhu nguoi dan dia phirong dang udng ruou canh quay bar vao lic d6. Vao budi chleu, trong khodng
thoi gian ban ron gitta budi an trua va budi an ti, nhén vién thuong dém ai sb Iy ruou nho hoa hong, s6 tach ca | phé espresso hodc s6 diéu thube 14 da
banra. Ba Al-Nasser dat ban lic 9 gio 30 phit, nhung ho lai dén sém hon. Odette, c6 chiinha hang tryc vao t6i hom do, nhé rang chuyén xay ra liac 9
g0 15 phit nhung Etienne, ngudi pha ché ruou, sin sang ndi mjt cach chin chén rang Itic d6 12 9 gioy 20 phit. Van chua c6 ban trdng vao thoi diém do,
vi thé ho phai ngdi doi trén qudy bar. Di nhién chinh Ftienne 1 nguroi phuc vu ruou rdi. Phu nhan al-Nasser voi mot ly saim-panh. Nude ép dura cho quy
ong. “Toi ¢6 thé gip gi thém cho dng ba nita a?”. Etienne hoi nhung quy 6ng mim cudi lich sur va tré 11 bing giong chi hon 11 thAm thi mot chit. “Nude
ép trai cay la du”.

Sau 9 gid 30 phit méi c6 ban cho ho. Thémmdt lin nira ¢ sy tranh cai vé thoi gian. Denise, ngudi nit phuc vu, nh6 lai rang lic do 14 9 gio 40 phut,
nhung Odette, nguoi quan li phiéu dat cho va tinh gio, thi the rang lic d6 chi khoang 9 gio 35 phut thdi. Het rac roi vé chuyén gior giac thi lai dén viée 6ng



ba al-Nasser khong hai 1ong voi céi ban m6i cia minh. Ba al-Nasser phan nan n6 qua gAn toa-1ét, nhung c6 ngudi cho ring dng al-Nasser khong thich
cai ban vimot li do khac, dui chang ai bict dugc ly do do 1a gi?

Gan 10 gid' m6i cd mdt cai ban khac tréng chd. Cai ban ny lai sat bén mot duong ray xe lira nhin ra ngoai dudng, Ong al-Nasser ngdi & c4i ghé dbi dién
qudy bar, nhung Etienne nhé réng anh mit ctia 6ng Ay cir dan chiit vao dong xe ¢ dang hru thong trén con dudng trén bo bién. Denise trao cho ho thure
don bira n t&i va nhan phan goi mon cla ho. Quy ba goi mit chai ruou vang - theo Denise thi d6 la loai Cotes du Rhone, theo Etienne thi d6 14 Joai
Bordeaux. Nhung khong ¢4 ai tranh cai vé mau rurou hét. Han nhién 1 méu d6 rdi, va ciing di nhién, phén I6n ruou s& ving tung toe 1én b quin o ving
nhiét d6i mau tring ctia quy ba.

Chat xtic tac cho nhitng ric rdi dén voi nha hang Le Poivre vao liic 10 gidr 15 phit. Mot g voi voe nguoi nho thd va khdng c6 dic diém gi gdy duogc 4n
turong ngat ngudng budc vao nha hang Etienne cho ring cing im g ta chi cao ¢& 1,65 mét va ning 70kg thoi. G méc chiée quin sodc kaki 161 thoi co
vé nhur it khi dugc giit, trén nguoi | chiée 4o thun xam rong qua kho ma vat 4o trai bi rach, thém doi sang-dan khoa dan va chiéc mii danh gon ta toi.
Thét la 1 khong ai ¢6 thé nhd lai mdt cach chinh x4c khudn mit cta gi. Etienne nhé ring gi deo cap mit kinh 181 thoi. Odette murong turong ra bo rau
quai nén khong duroc tia t6t ma ciiing ching hop voi dién mao. Denise chi nhd cach gi budc di. Dang kha linh hoat ddy, theo Denise thi B nhur vay. Déng
didy c6 thé 1 ctia mdt ngudi dan ong chay rat nhanh, hodc 1 ctia mot nguoi givi mén bong da.

Démdo, khong ai trong nha hang blet tén i la gi. Vi vy sau nay nguoi ta goi gi mt cach don gian 1a “Claude’. Ga tir Gustavia dén Saint-Jean bang xe
md t6 va da udng Heineken ca budi t6i & vai quan ndo d6 trude Kkhi dén Le Poivre. Liic 10 gio 15 phit, g4 vao nha hang tim ban dé ngdi, hoi tho nong
ngc mii bia va thuoc la. Co thé gi cting toa ra thir mii i hon hop a ay Khi Odette gii thich rang khong con ban ndo tréng ca.“Va ring t6i ciing khong muon
xép chd cho gi néu van con ban tréng”. Odette ndi thém, va ké ring lic ay gi kia im bam r6i hoi muron chia khoa toa-1ét. Odette nha nhan tra 1i ring
toa-1ét chi danh cho khach ctia nha hang, Thé Ja gi dura méit nhin Etienne va bao “Heineken”. Etienne dit chai bia Ién quay bar, nhin vai voi Odette va
dua chia khéa cho ga.

Ga ¢ trong toa-Iét bao nhiéu lu cling | mot trong nhitng van dé dang ban cai. Nguoi ta phong doan khoang do tir 2 phit dén 5 phut thoi, va gia thuyét
d6 chinh xac dén ngac nhién néu so véi nhing gi g4 lam trong d6. Doi vo chong i nghiép ngbi ngay ¢ cdi ban ng ba al-Nasser da tir chdi ngdi sau nay
md ta ring g &’ lién th ti bt tin. Sau d6 I tiéng giat nurée nhidu 1in va tiéng nurde chay trong bon ciu 4o do. Cu01 ctng g cling mo cura toa-let bude
ra, than nhién kéo day quan 1én va mim cuoi nhur vira trit duoc ginh ning khing Kkhiép. Ga bét dAu di ngwoc vé phia quay bar, cham chi nhin vao chai
Heineken trén qudy. Va rdi réc rdi xay ra.

Denise chi vira moi rét ruou vao ly cho ba al-Nasser thém mdt Jan nira. ‘Quy ba nang ly dinh ubng thi chot ha ly xubng vi kinh tom khi tlﬁy canh Claude
budc ra khoi toa-Iét vdi doi tay van dang con ‘vudng ban’ chd diing quin kaki ctia minh. Ba dt ly ruou Ién ban, tha tay ra dé nga nguoi vé phia trude
va ké cho quy 6ng al-Nasser vé canh turong minh vira myc kich. Khi Claude loang choang budc ngang qua, tay gi dung vao ly rrou trén ban im dé hét
ruou vao minh ba al-Nasser.

Nhirng gi xay ra sau d6 duoc miéu ta rit khac nhau ity theo ai ki ngudi ké lai cau chuyén. Tt ca déu dong y i Claude di to ra cd ging xin 16i mdt cach
chan thanh, va tit ca déu dong y ring 6ng al-Nasser da chon cach “fam I6n chuyén’. Loi I niing né duoc hai bén danh cho nhau va tiép theo 1 nhitng 1oi
de doa s& giai quyét bang bao Iyc. Sy viée 18 ra da c6 thé duoc giai quyét ém tham néu nhur Claude khong d& nghi durgc tra tién gt ti cho b canh vay
ban quy ba dang khoac trén ngudi. Khi 1i dé nghi ‘chude tO1” bi tir chbi théng thimg, g3 véi tay ly cai bop tién trong tti quéan kaki ra va moc vai dong
euro nhau nat thay vao mat quy ng al-Nasser. Denise b gang tranh ra chd khac ngay khi quy 6ng al-Nasser tim ¢6 Claude kéo ra phia ctra Ion. Quy
ong giit gi & d6 mdt hoi, si va Ion tiéng vao miit g3 rdi x6 gi xudng miy bac tam cAp.

C6 tiéng v tay lach bach tir nhitng nguoi khéch trong nha hang va ca tiéng xuyt xoa quan tim dén tich trang tham hai cta bd quén 40 ba al-Nasser dang
mang trén nguoi. Chi cé Ftienne 1 quan tam dénbong nguoi ngd song xoai trén & duong. Anh giip g3 dimg day va can than doi theo & den khi g& nhay
Ién chiéc md 6 va 1o déo chay xudng con duong bo bién. Dén ngay hom nay Etienne van nghi ngd tinh xac thire clia sw viée xay ra t6i hom dy. La dai
den karate, anh thiy dang di ctia gi say rwou giéng dang di ctia mdt ngudi ciing hoc vo karate. Néu gi dan ong nho thé deo kinh va nén danh gon do
danh tra lai, Ftienne n6i mdt cach qua quyét véi tit ca kinh nghiém ciia ngudi hoc vo, ring g ta ¢6 thé bé tay quy 6ng al-Nasser gy fia va demra don
thanh mon an ti cing v6i nrou Bordeaux cho quy 6ng,

“Khong phai lx Bordeaux”, Denise s& n6i voi ban nhur thé. “La Cétes du Rhone co”.

“Cotes du Rhone hay Bordeaux khong quan trong. Toi s& ké cho ban nghe mot diu nita, 1 khi gi dé tién thap bé dy phong xe di, gi cudi toe toét dén
tan mang tai. Nhu thé gi wira triing s6 doc dac vay”.

Eli Lavon quan sat min dién xuét ctia Gabriel tir bai d4u xe, va vi thé ciing chinh Lavon I nguoi ké lai toan bd cau chuyén cho ca doi nghe & biét thyr ciia
ho t6i hom do6. Gabriel cham chap 16 timng budc trén san nha It gach, vira chim séc vét thuong wira gitt mot boc mrde da noi khuyu tay sung tiy cia
minh. Tam trf anh dang tp trung vao canh twong xdy ra cach ngdi bict thu nay nira vong trdi dat. O Tel Aviv, mdt nhom chuyén gia vé khoa hoc  phin
tich nhn dang giong n6i dang quyét dinh xem nguoi dan 6ng mang tén Alain al-Nasser s& song hay phai chét. Gabriel da biét cau tra Ibi. Anh biét ngay
tir gidy phit con mo6i ctia anh dimg ddy khoi ban va tham gia vao cudc xung dot chét ngudi dy. Va anh da thiy chitng c& chi sau vai giy, khi anh thanh
cong trong viée 1t bng tay 40 phai ctia con mdi va thiy vét seo xAu xi vi dan bén trén cing tay ctia hin. Lic 11 gio 30 phut, biét thy bén kia vinh tt dén.
Gabriel budc ra san thuong, Phia biét thyr bén kia Ahmed bin Shafiq ciing thé. Mikhail ¢6 cam tudng hai ngudi dan 6ng d6 dang nhin nhau chdm chim
qua khoang tdi sam gitta hai ngdi biét th. Liic 11 gid 35 phit dién thoai vé tinh rung khe kh&. Yaakov bét méy, anh Fing nghe trong im ing rdi gac may
20i Gabriel. ..

. 1 inch=2.54cm

. 1 Loai gdm hai miéng bang soi niléng, mdt nham mdt tron, khi ép lai s& dinh chit nhau.
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Point Mangin, Saint-Barthélemy

Ho tp trung trong phong khach thoang mat cta biét thy, ndmudn ra trén ghe salon trai némva ghe dan bang liéu gai. Dina pha mot binh ca phé trong
khi Lavon dan ban d6 hon déo Ién tuong. Gabriel im ling nhin tAmban dd rat Au véi vé miit budn rau. Cubi cing anh ta ciing Ién tiéng pha v sur im king,
nhung anh chi n6i mdt tir “Zwaiter”, roi nhin Lavon. “Anh ¢ nhé Zwaiter khong ELi?”

Lavon nhuéng mity nhung roi ching ndi gi. Han nhién Lavon nh Zwaiter. Nguoi dimg dau t0 chirc khing bo Palestine Thang Chin Den ¢ Italy. K¢ dau
tién chét vi cude tham sat & Munich vao ndm 1972. Gabriel gan nhu ¢6 the thay lai Zwaiter ngay lic nay, mot con nguoi thong minh gdy 6m méic 40
khoac ké soc, bang ngang qua khu Piazza Annibaliano & Roma véi chai raou qua va va cudn ‘Ngan 1€ mdt dém’ trong tay.

“Anh theo doi Zwaiter bao lau ha Eli? Hai tuan?”

“Gén ba tuin”.

“Hay ké voi moi ngudi xem anh biét duoc gi vé Wadal Zwaiter trrdc khi ching ta nghi dén chuyén giét tén nay”.

“MJi t6i héin ghé lai cling mdt cai cho nho. Hén luén dén quan bar Trieste dé goi vai cudc dién thoai, va hén luon di vio tda nha chung cu qua cira C.
Pen trong phong gii lao cua han duoc dicu khién ty dong nho thict bi cai gio, va han luon dirg trong bong t6i mdt Iic, tim trong tii mdt dong muxdi liar
de van hanh thang may. D6 14 noi anh hanh dong, ding khdng Gabriel? Ngoai thang may?”’

“Xin 16i, 6ng c6 phai o Wadal Zwaiter?”

“Khong, dung!”

“Va sau d6 anh béc hot”. Lavon tiép tuc. “Hai chiéc xe dé tAu thoat. Mot doi bao tron tuyén duong, Trude khi troi sang anh d& & Thuy Si Sharmron noi
rang diéu d6 giéng nhu lim nd tung ca tran chién”

“Ching ta kiém sodt dwoc moi chi tiét. Chimg ta chon thoi gian va dia diém dé thi hanh 4n tir hinh va én ké hoach dén timg chi tiét nho. Ching ta da thyc
hign moi thir theo diing ké hoach dém hom d6. Nhung chiing ta khong thé am bét cir didu gi gidng thé trén hon déo bé nho nay”. Gabriel nhin vao bén
do. “Ching ta c6 thé hoat dong rat tot trong thanh phd nhung khong phai & nhiing noi nhur the nay”.

“Pidu d6 co thé ding”, Dina ndi, “Nhung cac anh khong thé dé tén bin Shafiq séng sot”.

“Tai sao khong?”

“Vi hdn c6 moi nguén tai chinh ctia mot ti phi ngay trén dau ngdn tay ctia minh. Vi héin ¢6 thé bay thing dén Najd trong tich tic va vudt ra khoi tim tay
chiing ta mai mai”

“C6 nhitng cach ding dé thure hién viée nay, va ciing co nhiing cach sai”.
“Purng s¢ khi phai bop co sting vi nhitng gi da xay ra & ga xe lira Lyon, Gabriel a”.

“Chuyén nay khong lién quan dén Paris. Chung ta 6 mdt nuc ti€u chuyén nghiép. Mot it trdn hep. Mot 1§ trinh nguy hiém dé thoét than. Mot bién sb
khé hrong mang tén Sarah Cooft. T6i co the tien toi khong?”.

“Nhung Dina n6i diing”’, Yossi noi. “Chiing ta phai hanh dong ngay bay gid. Chiing ta ¢6 thé s& khong bao gior tém durge hin thém mot lan nita”
“Diéu ran day thir mudi mot. Pimg dé bi bit. D6 I trach nhiém dau tién ctia ching ta. Moi chuyén khac chi 1a thir yéu thoi”.

“Anh d thiy bin Shafiq trén tiu Zizi hom nay chira?” Rimona hoi. “Chiing ta xem lai cudn bang thu hinh nhé? Anh ¢6 thiy it hén khi hin budc ra khoi
phong hop khong? Anh nghi chiing dang néi gi voi nhau ha Gabriel? Pau tu chang? Han c6 giet ching t6i day. Han phai chét”.

“Chiing ta s€ lam gi véi mu dan ba?”. Yossi hoi.

“A d6 1 tong phant”, Lavon ndi. “Hién nhién 4 | mdt phin trong dudng dy ctia hin. Tai sao chi ¢ giong 4 vang Ién trong dién thoai? Ching I& 4 khong
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thiy la i chong 4 chiang bao gio nhic dién thoai lén sa0?”

“Vay ching ta c6 giét 4 khong?”

“Néu ching ta khong giét 4, ching ta s& khong thé xong viée & déo ndy dugc”.

Dina d& nghi ho bo phiéu cho ca chién dich hanh dong ndy. Yaakov Fic dau. “Néu moi nguoi khong chii  thi bo phiéu ciing chéng dan cha ™,
Gabriel ngé Lavon. Ca hai nhin nhau mdt hoi r6i Lavon nham mit lai va gt dau.

Pém do ho khong ngii. Sang ra Yossi murén chiée Suzuki Vitara thir hai trong khi Yaakov va Rimona muén riéng mdi ngudi mot chiée mbtd Piaggio.
Oded va Mordecai dén mdt tiém cung cap Vét tr cho tau bé & Gustavia dé mua hai chiéc thuyén may dong co giin ngoai hiéu Zodiac. Dina danh phin
lon ngay hom d6 b gang goi cho nhitng nha hang sang trong nhét dé dat mot ban cho ba muroi ngudi. Vao Iic 1 gid 30 phit ¢o timra Le Tatou, mot nha
hang nm trén b bién rat hop mdt lic by giy & Saint-Jean, da duoc dit toan bd cho mot budi tiée riéng nén khong thé nhan dat ban vao t6i dém dy
nita.

Gabriel l4i xe mb t6 dén Saint-Jean dé tur tlmhiéu khu vire ndy. Nha hang 6 cu tric théng thoang véi nhitng day lua di mau sic budng ru tir tran nha
va nhac dance nghe nhirc ca dau ddira tir méy chiéc loa am hrong lon. Hon chuc cai ban dét trong mot cai choi chop nhon bang 20 va vai cai khac dat
rairac doc theo bo blen Co mot quy bar nho, va giéng nhur rit nhiéu nha hang khac trén hon dao nay, con 6 mit tiém quan 4o sang trong chuyén ban
do tamphu ni voi gid cit cd. Pang gio cao diém clia cac nhan vién phuc vu bia an trua, nhiing ¢ gai chin tran chi nyic 40 ngyre bikini va vay bai blen
dai dén mit c4 chan hrdt tir ban ndy sang ban no phuc vu thire 3n nurde ubng, Mot ngudi mau miic do tim than hinh uyén chuyén nhu mot con méo xudt
hién tir tiém quan 4o va ra dau véi anh. Khi Gabriel khong to dau hiéu gi cho thiy ring anh ddng thuan, ¢b gai cau my va chuyén qua ban khéc ¢ rt
nhiéu nguoi My da kha say dang hit hét phén khich v6i sy hién dién ctia co.

Gabriel dén quiy bar, goi ly rurou vang hoa hdng rdi di vé phia tiém quén 4o voi ly rueou trong tay. Phong thay dd va toa-1ét & cudi mot 16i di hep dan ra
bai d4u xe. Anh dimg d6 mot lat, hinh dung moi hanh dng, tinh toan thoi gian. Roi anh nhap nira ly ruou va budc ra.

Noi nay tht hoan héo, anh nghi. Nhung c6 mdt vén dé: bét c6c Sarah ra khoi ban an la bét kb thi. Bon vé i ctia Zizi déu trang bj vii khi hang niing va
tat ca cac cyru si quan cua doi Can vé Quoc gia Ardp Xeéut chi

vy quanh mot ngudi. DE dua Sarah di ma khong birt ddy dong rimg, ho phii dua c6 vao phong thay d6 vao mdt thdi gian da duoc dinh trude. Mudn
thure hién duoc diéu do, can phdi bao tin cho ¢d. Lic Gabriel nhdy xuong xe, anh goi dién ve toa biét thy dé hoi Lavon xem c6 cd ¢ trén dao khong,

Nha hang & Saline khong nhin ra bién, chi thiy dun cat va mot dam Ay murde méin Ion bao quanh béi nhitng ngon ddi nho phit diy bui rAm. Sarah ngdi
dudi mai hién, ngon tay ¢ boc gon lay chan cdc ruou vang hoa hong c6 thém da. Ké bén co 1 Nadia, mot phu nir Hoi gio hién dai, dang thurong thirc
ly daiquiri thir ba, tam trang cang lc cang hung phan O ban ddi dién Monique va Jean-Michel dang kin dao cai va voi nhau. Nguoi dan 6ng Phap gidu
d6i mit sau cp kinh rim | nhung Sarah van nhan ra hén dang theo ddi nhét cir nhit dong cia mot d6i nam nix tré vira moi dén bang xe gin méay va hién
dang budc Ién bac tam cap dén t6i hang hién.

Chang trai cao léu nghéu, mic loai quin boi dai toi dau gdi va 4o thun chui dau bang vi coton, chan mang dép €. Amsic Angle trong giong ndi cho thiy
2A da tirng hoc & nhitng truong dai hoc ¢b kinh & Anh, 23 hoi c6 con ban trong khong bang cai giong ke ca. Giong ¢ gii cho thay ¢6 1 nguoi 6 vimg.
nao do thuoc Trung u. Chiéc 40 bikini c6 dang mic Van con udt va dan chit vao bo nguc ram nang khéu goi. Co hoi duong den toilet, giong d I6n dé
Sarah v tit ca moi nguoi trong nha hang nghe thiy, rdi binh finh dap lai cai nhin ctia Jean-Michel khi ¢6 hrét qua ban ciia hin, tim choang eo miu ngoc
bich phép phéi dé 16 b mdng cang tron.

Nadia n¢ can ly daiquiri, trong khi Monique cau ¢6 voi Jean-Michel nhur thé & cho ring syr thich thi ctia hén d6i voi c6 gai vira méi dén da vurot qua
gioi han ‘nghé nghiép’. Hai phit sau, khi ¢ gai xuét hién tr6 lai, c6 hit méi toc va Fic Ir theo diéu nhac reggae phat ra tir chiéc may thu 4m phia sau quiy
bar. Quy tic ctia phong tinh béo, Sarah nghii. Khi dang hanh dong & nhimg noi cong cong nhir quan bar hay nha hang, dimng ngdi im im mdt chd hay ngdi
doc bao. Piéu d6 cang im 1 16 viée ban dang do thim. Thu hitt sy chiiy vé phia minh. Ve vin. Lon tiéng. Ubng rurou nhidu. Cai nhau cang tt. Nhung
luén c6 mit diéu ma Sarah dé y va co chéc chian Jean-Michel da khong nhan ra. Rimona khong deo bong tai, diéu d6 c6 nghia 1 ¢6 da dé lai mot tin
nhéin cho Sarah trong toilet.

Sarah doi theo Rimona. C6 ngdi xubng bén Yossi va danh anh mdt cai vi t6i khong goi thirc udng ho con trong khi c6 di toilet. O dudng chan troi, miy
din thanh mot dam to, va gié bét ngd ndi Ién chay dudi voi nhitng ngon ¢6 trong dim “Sép bio to thi phai”. Jean-Michel nhn xét, nhung hén van tiép
tuc goi chai vang thir ba dé xua di y nghii vé con bdo. Nadia d6t mdt diéu Virgina Slis, 1di dura cho Monique hop thudc I4. Sarah xoay lung lai nhin con
bao dang 4o dén, nhung thit ra c6 dang nghi dén c4i ddng hd va tw hoi minh nén chd bao nhiéu pht trude khi tim cach vao toa-Iét. Va ca thir ma ¢ ¢6
thé tim thay khi di toilet nita.

Nam phit sau khi méy giéin ra, mt con gio manh théc ngwroc vao g Sarah. Jean-Michel ra hiéu cho ¢6 phuc vy ha tAm bat che mira xubng. Sarah
dung day, tom lay cai gié dung d6 dac di bién ctia minh va di vé phia ctra sau ctia nha hang,

“C6 di dau vay?”. Jean-Michel hoi.
“Ching ta ubng dén chai ruou thir ba rdi. Anh nghi t6i di dau day?”
Hin dimg bat dy va theo sau co.

“C&mon sy 4n cAn cta anh, nhung that su t6i khong démphién anh gip d&. Toi quen voi viée tur lam chuyén nay khi t6i con la mdt dira bé co™.



Hin niim Ry cénh tay Sarah va din co dén toa-1ét. Cira vin mg he hé. Han ddy cira vao dua mit nhin quanh rdi budc ra ngoai dé 6 vao. Sarah chit
ctra can thin roi ngoi 1én bon cau, ¢6 gly ra tiéng dong du 16n dé nguoi ¢ bén ngoai canh cira ¢d the nghe thay.

Ching t6i ¢6 vai noi dé gidu nhimg thtr ¢an trao ddi, Gabriel da néi trude voi 6. Nhitng thir do thuong duoc dan vao mat trong cia bon doi murde toa-
lét. Gio rac cting throng duoc trung dung, déc biét la d6i voi gid rac ¢6 nép day. Ching ti gidu tin nhan trong vo hop tampon - bang v¢ sinh phy nit -
bdi vi ching t6i nhan thiy bon dan éng Ardp, di chuyén nghiép ¢& ndo, ciing rét kinh tom, khong mudn dung vao thir do.

Sarah nhin phia dudi lavabo, théy mot thing rac nho bang nhom, ¢6 dap chan kn can bay dudi dé thing réc dé bat nip thing én va thiy mot chiéc hop.
N6 bi che khuét mot phin boi dong gidy nhau nat. C6 i xudng nhét né ra. Poc tin nhéin nhanh Ién Sarah, Gabriel da tirng ndi. Hay tin twéng minh s&
nh6 hét moi chi tiét. Pmg bao gio, t6i nhin manh dumg bao gio, dé tin nhén trong ngudi. Ching t6i ding gidy mong, nén néu cd c6 bét kira hoic diém
quet thi d6t n6 ngay trén bon rira mit dé phi tang, Néu khong dot duoc thi bo vao cau cau toa-1ét va gidt nude. Truong hop & nhit thi bo tin nhin vao
hop va wii lai vao trong dbng gidy rac d6. Ching ti s& vao kiém tra lai va ‘don sach’ gitm cd.

Sarah nhin vao tii xach va thiy hop diémquet. Co tho tay lay hop diém ra, nhung nghf ring minh khong c6 gan dbt to gidy khi dang c6 nguoi & ngoai,
the 1nén ¢0 x¢é vun to gidy, bo vao bdn cau tiéu va gidt nude. Co dimg trude guong mot lat va kiém tra ki rdng vé mit ctia minh trong khi nude chay 6 6
xubng day bon cau. May 1a Sarah Bancroft, ¢ tur nhii v6i chinh minh. May khong phai d nguoi dan ba bo cai hdp tampon vao thing rac. May chira bao
gidr nhin thiy ngudi d6.

C6 dong voi nude lai va quay trd ra mai hién. Mira chay tran thanh dong trén mang x6i. Yossi dang 6n a0 tra lai chai Sancerre. Rimona thi sim soi cai
thure don nhu thé tim thdy c4i gi thi vi trong do. Jean-Michel chédm chédm quan sat Sarah y nhur thé moi gip ¢6 lin dau. Sarah ngdi xudng va ddi theo con
bao dang cudn dan xuyén ngang qua dam nurde, ¢b biét ring bio s& tan nhanh ciing nhur cam gidc vira so' hdi vira hoi hop ctia ¢6 s& qua nhanh thoi,

“C6 s& an toi & nha hang Le Tetou toi nay”, tin nhén viét. “Khi ¢6 trong thiy ching t6i, hdy gia vor cam thiy kho chiu va di vao toa-Iét. Dimg so néu ho
¢ cho bao v¢ di theo. Ching t6i s€ xit ly chuyén ay”.

Ci ho cin & nguoi khach mdi danh dy ma gin nhur ca ngaty ho da khong trong thiy. Gabriel bit dau lo réing biang céch ndo d6 bin Shafiq da tron thodt
ma khong bi phat hién. Anh can nhéc viée goi dién den toa biét thy dy dé xem ¢4 ai ¢ nha hay khong; nhung vao lic 11 gio 30 phit ho thay hin tam néng
trén san thurgng mot tieng dong ho sau cit boi thirong 6.

12 gio 30 phut, hén di vao nha, va vai phit sau d6 chiéc Cabriolet trang da ha mui tha déc xubng duong. Mot ngudi phu nir ngdi sau vo ing. C6 ta lai
xe dén tiém thit lon & lng Lorient, & trong tiém murdi phit rdi quay trd vé biét th & Pointe Milou dé an trua ngoai troi.

Vao e 3 gio, khi con giong dang gaAm thét bén bo bién, chiéc Cabriolet lai tha doc xudng durdng mdt Ian nita, nhung lin nay bin Shafiq cam li. Lavon
bt d4u theo sat hin bang mdt trong nhig chiéc tay ga vira kiém duoc voi sy hd tro ctia Mordecai va Oded. RS rang 13 tén ngudi Ardp Xéit dang
kiém tra xem c6 ai theo ddi minh hay khong boi hén cir di thing trén nhitng con dudng dong duc doc bo bién bic thay vi r& sang bd bién dong noi dan
cu thua thét. Han tang toc doc theo bo bién day nii d4 ¢ Toiny 10i 1& vé phia dat lién va phong nhanh qua hang loat thén x6m nhéch nhac ctia ving doi
¢6 & Grand Fond. Hin giam tc trong vai gidy 0 ngay 16i 18 vao Lorient - khoang thoi gian du dai dé Mordecai chay vong qua hén. Hai phtt sau, & giao
16 ctia con duong dén Saint-Jean, hin lai im mot ¢t thir thoi gian nhur thé va 1in nay Oded phéi tir bd cude ruot dudi.

Lavon chic chén ring dich dén duy nhét cta bin Shafiq | Gustavia. Anh voi va vao thi trdn bang con duong khac dimg ché gin khéch san Carl Gustav
khi chiéc Cabriolet tir Lurin xubng doc doi. Tén Arap Xéit dau xe phia ria cang bién. Muoi phit sau do, khi da kiém tra ki hrdng xem c6 ai bam dudi
khong, hin di bd dén quéan ca phé trén bén cang dé gap Wazir bin Talal. Lavon an sushi & mt nha hang trén phd va cho ching di ra. Mot gio sau anh try
vé biét thur, bao cho Gabriel biét ring ho dang gip van dé.

“Tai sao hén lai gip bin Talal? Bin Talal i tay chan ctia Zizi. Chiing ta phai tinh dén kha niing Sarah da bi 16. Ta ¢ day duoc vai ngy roi. Chd ndy chi la
mot hon dao nho trong khi ching ta Ia nhitng ngurdi chuyén nghiép, nhung. ..”. Lavon bo ling cau ndi.

“Nhung cai gi co chir?”
“Bon tay chén ciia Zizi ciing chuyén nghiép khong kém, bin Shafiq ciing thé. Trira nay hén li xe nhur thé hin biét minh dang bi theo doi vay”.
“D6 1a quy trinh chudn”. Gabriel phan d6i va khong t6 ra lo ling,

“Anh uén 6 thé chi ra su khéc biét gitra mdt ngudi dang di chuyén va mdt ngudi nghi réing minh dang bi bam dudi. Toi cam thiy bin Shafiq biét ¢6 ai d6
dang theo ddi hin”.

“Anh dang mubn néi didu gi, Ei? Hoan viéc nay lai ching?”

“Khong, néu ta chi co thé chon mdt myc tiéu dém nay thi ta nén chon Sarah”.
Mudi phiit sau. Dén bat xanh. Tiéng quay s6 dién thoai vang Ién dot ngot.
“La Terrazza xin chao quy khach”.

“Cho t6i dat chd t6i nay”.

“Xin quy khach vui 1dng cho biét quy khéch di bao nhiéu nguoi?”



“Hai nguor”.

“Vao may giora?”

“Chin gid t67”.

“Xin quy khéch vui Iong doi may trong khi ching toi kiém tra”.

“Vang, camon”.

“Vao lic chin gio' muroi lam duoc khong a?”

“Puoc chi”.

“Vay cho phép chiing t6i droc Ep lai: mdt ban cho hai ngwdi lic chin giés muroi m phit. Xin quy khéch cho biét téna”.
“Al-Nasser”.

“Xin camon . Hen gap quy khach”.

Clp may.

sksksk

Gabriel bude dén chd ban db.

“La Terrazza & day”. Anh gd g5 ngon tay vio dia diém ngon ddi phia trén Saint-Jean. “Chiing s& phai roi khoi king sém nhét i khoang chin gioy to1”.
“Trir khi ching di dau d6 trude khi dén nha hang”. Lavon thém vio.

“Bita an tbi ctia Zizi bt dau lic tim gio. Ta c6 gin mdt gidy dé hanh dong trude khi sip dat Sarah ding chd dé 6 Ay thao lui”,
“Trir phi Zizi &én mudn”. Lavon lai chém vao.

Gabriel budc dén khung cira s6 va nhin ra ngoai. Troi nha nhem. Mt bién dan sam miu, phia kia doi bit dau sang dén.
“Ching ta s& xtr hét ching n6 & phia trong biét thy hoic phia sau birc tuwong chd dudng li xe vao nha”.

“Ching n6 a?”

“D6 Ia cach duy nhét dé thoat khoi dao ndy. A dan ba ciing phai chét”.
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Cang Gustavia ¢ Saint-Barthélemy

Hai tiéng ddng ho sau tuyén bd ciia Gabriel, co nhitng bong ngudi va trang thiét bi di chuyén mot céch king & ma khong ai trén hon dao hién hoa ndy chi
y. Sarah chi nhan ra mdt phan ctia sy chuan bi khi ngoi trén boong tau Alexandra trong chiéc 4o choang trang bang vai bong va thay chiec “Sun Dancer”

lang & i dan vao bong toi. Con déng budi trura da tan bién, nhuong chd cho 1n g6 nhe 4m ap ruot dubi quanh miy chiée du thuyén neo ¢ 16i ra vao
cang bien. Sarah nham mat. C6 bi nhirc dau vi anh nang niit troi con miéng thi dang nghét. C6 hiéu ra sy khd chiu ctia minh roi. C6 thich ban ron chir

khong phéi i hurdng thu sw an nhan nhur thé nay. C6 liéc nhin ddng hd deo tay hiéu Harry Winston ma ¢6 dugc ngai CEO dong Chi tich ctia cong ty lién

doanh Jihad Incorporated ting. 7 gio 20 phit. C6 sip duoc vé nha rdi.

Sarah nhin v& phia dudi tau Alexandra va thiy chiéc Sikorsky bat dong trong bong t6i budng dan. 7 gio 45 phit Ntéi nay, ching s& vao bo, ding theo lich
trinh ma Hassan da sap x€p. Hassan I3 nguoi chuyén 1én lich cho viée di lai cua Zizi, “C6 Sarah, xin dimg dén tr€”. Han nhac cd. Zizi € nghi c6 an mic

that dac biét. “Le Tetou i nha hang t6i thich nhét trén dao nay. Tdi nay s& 1 budi tdi dang nhd nhit”.
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Con gi6 nhe thdi Ién va tir dau d6 tiéng chiéc phao ciru hd kéu lanh canh. Sarah lai liéc nhin dong hd, 7 gio 25 phit. C6 tur cho phép minh murdng tugng
mit cude sum hop trong bira an kiéu gia dinh ma ho da timg chia sé voi nhau trrde day & can nha trang vién tai Surrey. Ciing c6 thé I thirc an khong
hop. Cho du tAm trang minh nhur thé ndo di nira, c6 van khao khét cai 6m ghi chit ctia ho vi ¢o yéu thuong tAt ca bon ho. (C6 yéu throng ho vi nhirng
nguoi khac ghét ho. Co yéu thong ho vi ho 1 mdt hon dio bibao quanh boi mot bién nguoi cudng tin. Va boi vi ¢ s¢ rang dong chay lich st mjt ngay
ndo do s& cudn ho di thit xa, co nuonlamotthanhwentrong sb ho di chi |a mot pht gidy ngin ngui. Co yeuthuongnmdauho che giau va kha nang
tao ra niém vui clia ho, ca sy them khat cude song va sy khinh miét ho danh cho bon cudng sat. Cude sdng ctia mbi ngurdi trong s6 ho gin lién véi mot
muc dich - di véi Sarah, mbi cude song nhu thé mot diuki diéu nho nhd. C6 nghi vé Dina - mdt Dina xinh dep nhung mang seo, con ut trong s sau
ngudi con ma mdi ngudi con di giét hang triéu nguoi khac. Cha c6 1 thanh vién duy nhét ciia gia dinh con sdng sau sau vy tan sat ngudi Do Théi dudi
thoi Hit-le. Dén Israel, ong chon cho minh céi tén Sarid, ¢ nghia 1a ngudi con sét lai theo tiéng Hebrew, va ong dat tén dira con gai it ctia minh 1a Dina,
6 nghia 1a bi tra thi. “T6i 1a Dina Sarid, t6i la nguoi con sot lai bi tra thir”.

Sarah nghi “Tdi nay ching ta s& sat canh bén nhau”.

7 g6 30 phit m Sarah van chua nhich minh ra khoi cai ghé trén boong tau. Sy chdn chir ctia ¢6 hoan toan c6 ¥ do - ¢6 mudn danh vai phit dé dién
quén 4o, va nan lai mot chit d€ giri mot tin hiéu nhur thé vo y cho ngudi khac thay c6 khong c6 y dinh quay tro lai. “C6 dimg dem theo gi hét”, tin nhin
cta Rimona viét.“Hay lam cho phong minh giong mdt mé hon don”.

Va vi thé ma ¢6 van con & trén boong tau thém ndm pht nita 1di m6i dimg ddy di vao cabin. Co dé chiéc vay choang truot qua vai rét xuong nén, roi
nhanh chong méc do 1ot. Bo canh cua co, cai quan mau vang nghé rong thimg thinh i Nadia mua cho ¢6 chiéu hom trrde & Gustavia, ndm trén cai
girong bé bon. C6 miic vao rdi di sang phong tarntrang diém, c6 deo chiéc vong vang nhung bo hét méy thir nir trang con lai trong s qua tang cua Zizi
trén mit ban trang diém. Khi quyét dinh minh s& lam kiéu toc ndo, c6 do du. Lin dau tién ¢ do du, béi toc 1én hay xda ra? Xoa ra. Budc di dau tién trd
vé cude séng cii ctia ¢o, cudc séng ma Gabriel d3 canh bao s& rﬁt khac.

Sarah r0i phong sau khi nhin quanh. “Dé can phong 16n xon nhé”. Nhiém vu da thue hign xong, “Dimg mang theo gi ca”. Khong ti xach, khong vi cim
tay, khong tién hay thé tin dung, Al lai can thé tin dung hay tién khi & bén canh Zizi al-Bakari co chir? C6 di ra hanh lang, dong cira nhung khong khoa.
Roi ¢6 bude ra phia mili tau noi nhitng chiéc du thuyén dang cho. Rafiq dt ¢6 1én tu, trao tay cd cho Jean-Michel, rdi ¢ len 10i giita ca dong Abdul dé
dén chd ngdi & dudi tau. Zizi ngdi dbi dién véi cd, bén canh hin i Nadia. Khi thuyén bt du di vao bd, trong béng t6i bon ho theo ddi co mbt cach
chiam chu.

“L& ra ¢ nén deo chudi ngoc trai, Sarah 4, s& rt hop v6i b do ctia ¢6 day. Nhung t6i rét hai ong vi ¢6 dé toc xda nhur trude. Thé ndy nhin dep hon.
Toi chura bao gior thich céi kiéu bdi toc ctia ¢d ca”. Han nhin Nadia. “Con c6 thiy ¢b iy dep hon khi xda toc khong?”

Nhung Nadia chura Kip tré 1oi thi Hassan da 4n dign thoai di dong vao tay Zizi va thi théim gi d6 béng tiéng Arfip vi digu bo khén cép. Sarah nhin vé phia
bén trong cang bién, noi bén chiéc - Toyota Land Cruiser dang d4u trén ria bén cang. Mot nhom nguoi hiéu ki dang tu tap lai dé xem nhén vat noi tleng
nao do diéu dong ca doan xe ho tong minh trén céi déo bé ti ndy. Co gai toc den ngdi trén ban cong cach do hon 5 met thi lai ching méng ngudi ndi tiéng
4y 13 ai. Ngudi con s6t lai bi tra thi nhin vao khoang khong vo dinh, tm tri c6 vé nhu dang vat 1on voi nhitng van dé quan trong hon.
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Bai bién ¢ Saline, mot trong s0 it céc bai bien khong ¢ ca khéch san lan biét thy, néim trong bong tdi - di khi ¢ nhitng ddm phdt-pho bing én dudi
anh trang sang t6. Mordecai dua chiéc Zodiac dau tién vao bo Iic 8 gio 5 phut. Hai phit sau, Oded 1ai chiéc Zodiac ctia chinh hin va kéo theo chiec thir
ba vao bo. Luc 8 gio 30 phitt, ho ra hiéu voi Gabriel. Cé nhém Saline da & vao cho cua minh. Céi bay da duoc giang,

Nhur thuong 16, béi bién Saint-Jean con kha dong nguoi vao budi tdi, van con nhitng ngurdi mudn ndn na trén bii cat trong bong tdi budng dan. Cudi
duong bang & san bay, gan céi bién bao “Chii y mdy bay ha canh’” da xép xé méo mo theo thoi gian, 1 mdt nhom bbn ngudi - ba nguoi dan 6ng va mot
phu nit toc den dén tir Gustavia bang xe tay ga tru6e do khong lau. Mot ngudi dem theo vai chai Heineken, ngudi khac mang cai dau dia CD va mo
nhac Bob Marley. Ca ba ngudi dan ng ndm d kiéu. Ngudi mit 1o dimg tudi va mdt ngudi mét ndu lanh le v6i mai toc chay nguoc dang rit thube hét
diéu no t6i diéu kia. C6 gai thi nhay miia theo nhac, chiéc 4o tring ctia c6 sang diu dang dudi anh tring,

Du thi d6 ctia ho khong ¢6 vé gi la ¢ tinh chon dia diém nay dé tu tp, nhung thét ra tir vi tri Ay ho c6 thé quan sat duoc tht ca phurong tién hru thong
trén duong tir Gustavia dén ciing nhu néim bt tinh hinh bira n t5i dang bt d4u trong nha hang Le Tetou cach d6 chua day muroi mét. Vao lic 8 gio 30
phit, ngudi dan éng mit 1 dimg tudi nhan mot cude goi dén dién thoai di dong. Ngay sau khi clip méy, anh cing hai ngudi kia dimg day di én dudng
cai voi nhimg dong tac giy on 4o, rdi ca bon tréo Ién chiéc Suzuki Vitara d4u san.

Cb gai 40 tréng van ng01 ¢hd cii trén bo bién, vira nghe nhac Bob  Marley vira quan sat chiéc may bay phan lyc dang ha canh trén nit nude vé phia
duong bang. C6 nhin bién béo “Chu y y mdy bay ha canh” nhung 1di tyr nhién ¢6 khong quan tim dén n6 nita. Vin nhac Ién hon, ¢6 nhay mia trong khi
chibc tryc thing da gim rd phia trén dAu minh.

Bii bién ¢ vinh Marigot nho va day da, it khi c6 ai lai viing ngoai trir nguoi dan dia phurong dén cét tau ctia minh. C6 mdt con 16 nho sat bén duong ra b
bién dii chd cho hai dén ba chiéc xe hoi va ¢6 ca cau thang bang gd dan xudng bai bién. Tdi nay c¢6 hai chiéc Piaggio dung ¢ d6. Hai ngudi chit thi dang
ngdi vt véo trén mang chiéc thuyén ma ai d6 dé lai bii bién trong bong t6i budng dan. Ca hai diit ba 16 dudi chan, trong ba 16 1 hai khiu sting giam
thanh. Nguoi dan ong tré hon thi dem theo khéu Barak SP-21s bbn nong, Ngudi kia lai thich vii khi nho hon va ludn trung thanh véi sting ctia Ttalia, thé
nén trong gio anh 1a miy khau Beretta 9 L.

Khong giong nhimg ngudi dong sur ¢ Saint-Jean, hai nguoi nay khong udng ruou ciing khong nhay mia hay gia vor choi trd gido Vu1 vé. Ho im lang va
thé chim cham dé kiém ché nhip tim dang dép lién hdi. Ngudi Ion tudi hon quan sét xe o trén duong, nguoi tré ngim con séng vo nhe nhang vao bai
cat; tuy nhién ca hai cling murdng tuong cai canh s& dién ra trong vai phit nita & ngdi biét thy phia dang kia. Lic 8 gio 30 phit, nguoi Ién tudi hon thi thio
vao dién thoai. “Hanh dong di Dina”.



Monique, vo ctia Jean-Michel, nhan thiy ¢6 gai du tién.

Thire uéng da dugc phuc vu r61, Zizi cling vira mdi ra Iénh cho moi nguroi thirdng thire bira an boi vi day Ia lén cudi ciing ho an t6i & Saint-Bart. Sarah
ngdi & cudi ban phia ddi dién, ké bén Herr Wehrli Ong chii nha bing ngudi Thuy ST dang ban ludn viée ong | rét ngudng md tac phdm ciia Ernst Ludwig
Kirchner trong khi Sarah, tir khée mét ctia minh, nhén thiy méi toc mém murot chuyén dong theo cai quay du ctia Monique.

“C6 ¢b ghi ¢ dang kia kia”. Monique n6i trong khong, “Céi ngudi ¢6 vét seo khing khiép trén chén 4y, nh khong Sarah? Ta thiy co dy trén bi bien &
Saline ngay hom qua. On Chua ti nay ¢ ay mic quan dar”.

Sarah lich thiép roi mat khoi 6ng chu nha bang va hudng miét vé& phia Monique dang nhin. C6 gai dang di doc theo bd con song trong chiéc 4o kiéu mu
trang Vva qun jeans xin dén bap chén. Liic ¢6 tlen v€ nha hang, mit t€n bao vé co gang chan duong c6. Sarah du khong thé nghe duoc ho ndi gi nhung
van c6 thé nhan ra ¢b gai khing dinh minh ¢6 quyén di dao trén bai bién cong cong bat chap céi budi tiéc riéng tur duge bao vé nghiém ngit nhur thé &
nha hang Le Tetou. Sarah nghi. ‘“Nay, dung to ra kin ddo qua. Lam moi nguodi chi y dinao”.

Tén bao vé cudi ciing ciing diu di, va cd gai 1 budc cham chap bién mét trong béng ti. Sarah cho phép modt khéc nita trdi qua, r6i chom ngudi qua bén
kia ban trudc mit Monique, c6 thi thao vao tai Jean-Michel.

“T6i cam gidc minh sap bi bénh rdi”.

“Chuyén gi viy?”

“Ubng qua nhiéu rurgu vao budi an trura dy ma. Toi gan nhur non thde ndn thao trén thuyén hoi trua”,
“C6 c6 mudn di toilet khong?”

“Anh dan t6i di nhé Jean-Michel?”

“Cho da, t6i s€ di voi c6”. Monique vdi va noi.

Jean-Michel ic dAu, nhung Monique dimg bét ddy va d& Sarah. “C6 &y kh6 chiu trong ngwo”. A rit Ién v6i héin béng tiéng Phap. “C0 4y can mdt ngwoi
phunit dé cham s6c minh”.

skkesk

Bing lic do mot chiéc Suzuki Vitara trd vao bai giir xe cta Le Tetou. Yossi cam lai con Lavon ngdi phia sau xe. Yaakov nap dan cho khau Beretta 9 h
ctia minh, 161 cham chii nhin con duong cho dén khi Sarah xuat hién.

Sarah liéc nhanh qua vai khi ho roi khoi bai bién va nhan thiy Zizi va Nadia dang chdm chiim nhin theo minh. C6 quay dAu ra va nhin théng vé phia trude.
Jean-Michel & phia bén tréi c6 con Monique bén phai. Ching ndm canh tay ¢d mdi ngwdi mit bén, dan c6 bing nhanh qua phén san trong nha hing,
ngang qua cira hang ban quan 4o nho. Loi di t6i nhu murc. Jean-Michel mo cira toa-ét nit va bat dén, nhin khiip mdt ot roi ra ddu cho Sarah bude
vao. Canh cira déng sap lai. “Qué kho”, ¢ nghi. C6 chdt chat cira va nhin vao gurong, Khudn mit dang girong méit nhin lai ¢6 khong con 1 ctia chinh
¢6 nira. Khudn it ndy 6 vé nhur duge vé boi Max Beckmann hay Edvard Munch, hay ¢6 thé 1 6ng ciia Gabriel - Viktor Frankel. Birc chan dung ciia
mot phu nir dang s hdi. Qua canh cira dong kin ¢6 nghe tiéng Monique hoi ring ¢d ¢6 on khong. Sarah khong tra 1i. C6 chdng tay 1én thanh bdn rira
mit rOi nhim it chés doi.

“Me kiép”, Yaakov imbam. “C 4y dem theo c4i giing tay dm bdc quai quy ndy am gi?”

“Anh bét hin duoc khong?”

“C6 thé, nhung néu moi chuyén ding d6 di khong diing huéng thi phai chic chin 1 bin vao dau héin nhé”.

“T6i chua bén ai trong doi minh c4”.

“D8 lan”, Yaakov bao “Dé tay trén co sting rdi kéo manh thé thoi”

Chinh xéc 1a 8 gio 32 phut 61 khi Gabriel leo 1én cAu thang gb & bai bién vinh Marigot. Anh d0i mil bao hiém danh cho xe mb t6 v6i tm kinh che mt
mau t6i, phia dudi | micro va chiée tai phone nho xiu. Cai tii nilon dung nny khéu Beretta duoc giir chét sau lung, Mikhail, di truée anh mbt bude,
ciing trang bi nhur thé. Ho 1én xe mdtd va nd may cting mot liic. Gabriel gat dau, ho cing phong vao con dudng trong trude mit.

Ho lao xudng con doc théing dimg, Gabriel dan duong, Mikhail chay sau vai mét. Con dudng tré nén hep va hai bén i bo tuong béng dé. Trude mit ho,
trén dinh doi la ngd 1€ vao Point Milou. Sat bén bo trdng, 6 mot chicc mbto va Rimona ngdi dang chan trén yén xe trong chiée quan jeans xanh va o
so mi bo sat nguoi. Khudn mét c6 bi che khuat bdi mii bao hiém va kinh chan gié.

Cb nhé dén pha hai lin, tin hiéu cho biét con duong rit ving nguoi. Gabriel va Mikhail ting toc, 6m cua va chay thing. Bién da & true mit ho, loang

loang anh trang. Bén tréi ho 1 sudn ddi can cdi con bén phai l mot ddy nha tranh nho. Mot con chd mure bdng déu tir cin nha tranh cudi cling nhéy ra
sta lién hoi khi ho phéng qua.



Giao 19 ké tiép c6 mot ki-0t thimng thur va mdt tram xe bugt bo trong. Mot chiéc xe hoi om cua qua nhanh va lac ra khoi dudng nhu sap tong vao phia I&
Gabriel dang chay. Anh giam toc va cho xe hoi chay qua 161 lai bat dau tang toc.

Ngay Itic d6 anh nghe tiéng Rimona trong tai “Chiing ta ¢6 van dé rdi”. Giong c6 van binh tinh.
Gabriel It méit nhin qua vai minh I phét hién d6 i van dé gi. Ho dang bi mdt chiéc Range Rover méu xanh ctia e Iuong hién binh theo doi.

Trong bii giit xe ctia Le Tetou, Yaakov sap mo chdt cira thi nghe tiéng Rimona trong tai minh. Anh nhin Lavon va hoi. “Chuyén quéi gi dang dién ra
vay?”

Nhung Gabriel lai chinh 1 nguoi ké cho anh biét.

Co6 hai hién binh trong chiéc Rover, mjt nguoi pgéi sau tay lai, con ngudi kia ¢ vé nhu cép cao hon ngdi bén canh v6i may bd dam ap vao miéng
Gabriel co chong lai y muon quay dau nhin ho 1an thir hai, anh van nhin thang vé phia trudce.

Phia trude tram xe bugt, con duong 1€ ra hai nhanh. Biét thy ctia bin Shafiq ¢ phia bén trai. Gabriel va Mikhail r& vao con duong bén phai. Vai gidy sau
ho chay cham lai va nhin vé phia sau.

Hai tén hién binh da di duong khéc. Gabriel dimg xe héin va can nhéic xem nén lim gi ké tiép. C6 phéi hai hién binh d6 dang trén dwong tuan tra, hay ho
dang tra 161 mdt cude goi nao d6? Co phai d6 chi don thuan Ia sy xui rii hay con la mdt cai gi khac? Anh chi chiac chan mét dicu: Ahmed bin Shafiq dang
0 trong tam tay ctia anh, va Gabriel chi muon hin chét.

Gabriel quay dau xe lai, chay ngwoc vé chd 18 va nhin dAu dudng. Puong véng, cip hién binh ciing mt hit rdi. Anh Ién ga, lao vio bong dém. Khi dén
biét thy, anh thay canh cong an ninh d& md va chiéc Range Rover ctia Ire Iwgng hién binh dang dau trén duong lai xe vao nha. Ahmed bin Shafig, tén
khiing bo nguy hiém nhat trén the gioi, dang d& may cai vali xuong khoi cop chiéc Subaru ctia han.

“Va hai ngudi canh st Phap kia dang gitip hén”,

Gabriel chay ngurgc vé chd Mikhail dang doi va bao tin cho ca doi cing mot lic.

“Anh ban ctia ching ta sdp rdi khoi ddo. Zizi da sip xép canh sat dé ho tong hén”,

“K¢é hoach ciia ching ta tiéu rdi sa0?”

“Chiing ta phai thira nhin diéu d6. Pura Sarah vé lai Saline di””,

“Toi e ring diéu d6 khong thure hién dugc”. Lavon dép 1i.

“Tai sao khong thé?”

“Ching t6i khong thdy Sarah. Chiing t6i lac mt c6 4y roi”.

Aido dép cua ba lan. Giong 161 rét cang thing quat thao Sarah. C6 kéo chdt, mo cira. Jean-Michel dang dirmg bén ngoai ciing véi bon vé si ctia Zizi.
Ching nam céanh tay c6 r6i 161 xénh xéch c6 vé bai bien.

Chiéc Cabriolet tring di qua ctra an ninh 10i chay 1én durong, theo sau 1 chiéc Rover ctia canh sat. Muoi lim gidy sau doan ho tong Ay tang téc chay
virot qua Gabriel. Chiéc 6 t6 van dé mui tran. Bin Shafiq dé ca hai tay Ién vo ling, nit van nhin thing,

Gabriel nhin Mikhail va n6i v6i ca doi trén bo dam. “Rut hét vé Saline ngay lap tirc. Tat ca moi ngudi. Bé mot chiéc thuyén lai cho t6i, nhung roi khoi
dao ngay”.

R&i anh dudi theo bin Shafiq va hai tén hién binh.

“Cac ong lam t6i dau qua”.

“Xin 16i 6 Sarah, nhung chiing ta phai nhanh chn lén”.

“Dé lam gi? M6n an chinh chura don 1én niva ma?”

“Cé mdt vu de doa nd bom & day. Chiing ta phai roi khoi déo ngay lap tie”.
“Mot vu de doa nd bomsao? Pe doa ai? Pe doa cai g’

“Xin dirng n6i bt ctr didu g hét co Sarah . C6 chi can di tht nhanh thor”.
“Toi s& di that nhanh, nhung bé tay tdira di chir. Cac 6ng lam t6i dau qua™.

Gabriel gitt khoang cdch khoang 20 mét vi chiéc Range Rover va khong mo dén pha. Ching ting e qua ngdi g Lorient rdi qua Saint-Jean. Khi



dang chay doc theo ria vinh, anh thdy bang chi dudng dén nha hing Le Tetou. Anh giam toe, cham chii nhin vao béi giit xe ngay lic Zizi va dam thy ting
dang treo 1én may chicc Land Cruiser trude sir quan sat cua hai gi hién binh khéac. Sarah bi kep gitta Rafiq va Jean-Michel. Gior thi Gabriel chang lam
duoc dicu gi hét. Anh mien cudng ting toc dé tiép tuc dudi theo bin Shariq.

San bay da 6 trude mét ho. Khong xi- nhan xin dudng, hai chiéc xe thinh linh ngodt vao dudng danh cho dich vu, théing tién qua cira an ninh dang mo va
chay vao con dudng nhyra trai d4 dam. Mot chiée true thing dang chér & cudi duong, tiéng dong co rim ram. Gabriel dimg ngoai duong va thiy bin
Shafiq, 4 dan ba cing hai tén hién binh budc ra khoi xe.

Tén khing b6 ngwoi Ardp Xéit va 4 dan ba nhanh chong lén miy bay trong khi hai tén hién binh d&r 6 dac 1én khoang hanh i, Muoi kim gy sau do,
chie may bay chuyén dong va ludt trén duong bang. Khiné cat canh khoi Baie de Saint-Jean, doan xe hoi clia Zizi ram i nhu mdt bong mo' mau den
va xuat hién trén d6i di vé phia Gustavia.

skoksk

Khi Mordecai va Odel thdy Mikhail va Rimona chay xubng dun cat ra bai bién Saline thi d 1 8 i 40 phit. Hai phit sau lai c6 thém bon nguoi nita
xuat hién. Ping 8 gio 43 phtit tat cd moi nguoi déu & trén thuyen, chi trir Lavon.

“Anh nghe Gabriel n6i roi ddy Eli”, Yaakov gao 1én. “Gabriel mudn tat ca moi ngudi roi khoi dao ngay lap tirc”.
“T6i biét, nhung t6i khong thé di ns khong c6 Gabriel”. Lavon n6i chéc nich.

Yaakov hiéu ring ban ci ciing vo ich. Mot phit sau, miy chiéc Zodiac 1& song hudng vé phia chiée du thuyén Sun Dancer. Lavon nhin ho tan bién vao
bdng t6i, 161 anh quay dau bude déu trén mat nude.

Boan mo t6 trudn xubng ddi vai toe do cao. Gabriel theo sat nit va thiy chiéc du thuyén Alexandra sang ruc & ria cang bién. Hai phit sau d6, nhitng
chiéc Land Cruiser r& vao bai ddu xe ctia bén tau danh cho du thuyén. Bon vé si ctia Zizi thyc hién viée d& hang va do dac xuong xe mdt cach nhanh
chong va chuyén nghiép. Gidi thoat con tin khong phai 2 mdt lya chon hay. Gabriel théy Sarah mot lin duy nhét - mau nghé vang kep gitta hai dang
nguoi to Ion va t6i sAm - mdt chdc sau ho huéng ra bo bién noi chiéc Alexandra sang dén. Anh khong con Iya chon nao khéc ngoai viéc quay dAu xe tro
vé Saline noi Lavon dang chd minh. Gabriel ngdi i & trén miii tau khi ho dang cho tau huéng vé vinh.

“Anh ¢6 1hd t6i ndi gi voi anh hdi trra khong Gabriel?”

“T6i nh¢ chir El”.

“Néu anh chi dugc chon mot muc tiéu tdi nay, hiy chic chan rang d6 1 Sarah. Anh hily nhé diéu do”.

“Toi biét roi Eli”.

“Ldi ciia ai day? Cuia ching ta hay ctia Sarah?”

“Ciing ching quan trong nita”,

“Khong, khong quan trong. Han s& thii tiéu Sarah néu ta khong timra cach ciru ¢6 dy”.

“Hén khong lam thé & noi nay dau. Nhét 1a sau khi da dinh dén bon canh sat Phap thé kia”.

“Hén s& tim céch khac ddy. Khong ai phan boi Zizi ma trdn khoi syr trimg phat ctia héin dau. D6 1 udt ctia Zizi”

“Dicu d6 c6 nghiia i ching ta chi ¢6 mdt canh cira rét hep, tly vao cach thirc ma Zizi sin 1ong str dung dé c6 cau tra 1 ma hin mudn”
Gabriel lai im Bing. Lavon c6 thé doc duoc anh nghi gi.

Ching ta s& ctru cb Ay, Gabriel nghil. Hay chi hi vong ring khi ching ta thuc hién viéc ndy, ¢6 iy van con sdng
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Tin vé tai hoa & Saint-Barthélemy bay vé phong diéu hinh dat tai dai 1o King Saul trong vong 5 phit sau khi Gabriel quay tro vé véi chiée du thuyén Sun
Dancer. Amos Sharrett, Tong gidm ddc, dang ngdi trong vin phong trén lu vao lic d6 va duoc béo cao vé tién trinh ctia vu viée. Mic dau lic d6 da
mudn roi, nhung 6ng van goi dién cho Thi tuéng va ké cho ngai nghe vu viéc. Nam phit sau d6 6ng nhan duoc mdt cude goi mit tir chiéc du thuyén Sun
Dancer. Cudc goi khong di vao trung tim diéu hanh mi vao dudng ddy riéng trong vin phong ctia Adrian Carter ¢ ting bay. Carter don nhén tin tirc mdt
cach binh than, y nhur céc viée khac, anh nghich v6i cai kep gidly trén ban khi Gabriel dura ra 101 yéu cAu ctia minh. “Chiing ta ¢ my bay & Miami ngay
lic ny”, Carter bao. “May bay c6 thé d4p ¢ Saint Maarten trudc binh minh”,

Carter gic may va nhin vé phia ti vi & phia kia géc phong. Téng théng M§ da di chau u vai ngdy dé gip tan Tha tuéng Bre. Bén ngoai canh sat tién hanh
nhimg trén chién duong phd xuyén sudt thanh pho Berlin dé dap tat nhitg dam déng biéu tinh chéng My. Hai diém dén con lai gdm Pari va Roma ciing
thé thoi. Canh sat Phap dang ging sirc kiém ché viéc bao dong ctia nhitng ngudi theo dao Hoi. Canh sat Y dang ngin chin nhimg cude biéu tinh trén
dién rong chua timg thiy trong mdt thé hé qua & Rome. Xem chimg khé ma dat droc sy hoa hop vé y kién va quyén loi xuyén Pai Ty Duong ma
nhém ngudi tao dung b niit ciia Nha Tréng da hi vong,

Carter tt i vi va cAt tai iéu mét vao ngan ti, khéa lai 11 V& léy chiéc 4o khodc méc sau cira va mic vao. Méy nguoi thu ki da vé& nha, tién sanh im im
trong bong t6i ngoai trir mdt khe sang tir cin phong hé ctra & phia d6i dién. Canh ctra dn vao vin phong ctia Shepard Cantwell, Pho chanh vin phong
co quan tinh béo, chirc vu trong dwong véi Carter trong bd phan phan tich tinh bao. Trong phong vang kén tiéng lich cach cia ban phim méy vi tinh.
Cantwell vin con & d6. Theo nhur nhitng nguoi ¢6 dau é¢ di dom bén phan tich tinh bao thi Cantwell chura bao gidr rdi khoi phong am viée ciia minh. Khi
dém xubng, 6ng ta nhdt minh vao cai ti trdng bang sit va tur tha minh ra Kic binh minh dé kip c¢6 nit & ban lm viée khi Chanh van phong dén.

“Phai anh khong Adrian?”. Cantwell hoi bang céi giong & nheé. Khi Carter dua dAu vao cai ‘chudng’, Cantwell ngimg £0 va ngude it nhin Ién, trude
it 13 mot chong ho so. Trong 6ng ta nghiém nghi mdt ma 1au linh thi dén hai. “Lay Chua, Adrian, trong anh nhu xac chét bict di ay. Anh buon phién vi
vide gi viy?”

Khi Carter ling ting vé sir hdn don quanh chuyén cong du day thién chi ciia ngai Tong thng, Cantwell bt dau dai dong van i vé nhitng nguy co gia tao
cua chii nghia chong My. Cantwell chi phén tich, 6ng ta khong giip gi dugc.

“Adrian &, cai nhu cau 16 bich vira mudn c6 quyén hye vira duge yéu thurong ctia ching ta ludn cudn hut t0i. Ngai Téng thong MY dintra vong trai dat va
lat d tén chuyén quyen & Minipotamia chi trong mot bum chidu. Ngay ca Caesar ciing ching am ndi viée dy. Bay i Tong thong lai mubn duoc chinh
nhitng ké chdng d6i ing ho minh. Cang sém thoi lo Eing vé chuyén duoc yéu thich hay khong thi ching ta cang thy hanh phiic va thoa méin hon déy”.

“Anh lai doc Machiavelli nita ha Shep?”

“Toi chura bao gio ngtmg doc™, Ong dan cac ngon tay lai dé sau gay rdi lai dang khity tay ra dé tranh Carter nhin thiy nach ctia minh. “C6 mot tin don ac
y dang lan truyen trong ving day”’.

“Thét 42", Carter liéc nhin dong hd deo tay, Cantwell c6 vé khong dé y dén cir chi ndy Em.

“Theo nhu tin ddn thl anh cé lién quan dén vai hoat dong dac biét nao do chéng lai mdt anh ban giau cd nguodi Arap Xéut . Va dbi tac cta anh trong vu
nay 1, t6i chi n6i diéu toi nghe thay thoi Adrian a, nhitng ngwroi Do Thai”.

“Anh khong nén nghe nhitng tin dén do. Thé n6 don di bao xa ri?”. Carter hoi.

“Xa hon Langley”. Cantwell tra 1oi. C6 nghia 1a 1oi d6n da dén tai cac co quan khic va nhanh chéng xam lan dén bé mt ctia CIA, lan dau tién ké tir sur
cai td dang so ctia cong dong tinh bao M.

“Xa thé nao?”

“Di xa dé vai nguoi trong thi trdn bt dau thay bt an. Anh biét quy ludt ctia cude choi ma, Adrian. Co mdt duong dng gitta Riyadh va Washington, va
tién mat chay day qua do. Ving niy dang bi cuén di boi con song tién ciia ngudi Ardp Xéit. Né db vao co quan lp phap va céc cong ty luat. Me kiép,
bon van dong hanh lang di &n i bang s0 tién 4 ay dAy. Ngudi Ardp Xéit tham chi con thanh cong trong viée tao ra mt hé théng dé hdi 16 ching ta trong
khi ta van con tai chirc. Moi ngudi biét ring néu khong ‘canh chimg’ bon Ardp Xéut dy khi ho con m viée cho Cuc Dy trit Lién bang thi ching cing s&

‘canh chimg’ ho khi ho 1im &n trong finh vire tur nhén thoi. C6 18 i & dang hop ddng tur van sinh loi hay viée hop phap ndo d6. C6 1§ 1a mbt cai ghé &
vién nghién ctru té nhat ndo do6 c6 lién quan dén bang dang Ardp Xéut. Va vi thé khi tin don lan truyén ring ‘mdt gi cao bdi” & Langley dang chay theo
mot hoi nhitng nha héo tAm rong hrong thude hé thdng t6i 16i nay, ngudi ta d& bon chdn im chir”.

“Anh c6 nam trong s& d6 khong Shep?”

“Toi dy 47" Cantwell lic dau. “To1 s€ trd lai Boston ngay khi t6i dugc “phong thich’. Nhung c6 nhiing nguoi khac trong toa nha nay dang dy dinh di
choi vong quanh pho x4 va tiéu tién nhu nude day”.

“Néu nhitng nha hao tam rong hrong trong hé thong toi 16 Ay ciing dang ché}t xac nhing tén ldi may bay dam tlﬁng VA0 C4c toa cao bc clia ching ta vao
quan tai thi sao? Néu nhur nhirng ngurdi ban nay ctia ching ta chan khing b6 dén tn ¢4 thi sao? Néu nhur chiing san sang thoa hiép véi quy dir bang bat
cu gia nao dé bao dam sy song con ctia chiing, tham chi 1a xac chét cua dan My thi sao?”

“Thi anh bit tay va mim cuoi chir sao”. Cantwell tré Ioi. “Va anh coi chii nghia khing b6 nhu the logi thué phu thu bt cap cho in d6 xing ké tiép cia
anh. Anh van 13 chiéc Volvo cii ddy cha?”

Cantwell biét 16 Carter li xe gi vi phan chd dau xe ctia hai ngudi ké bén nhau. “T6i khéng di kha ning mua xe m6i. Lam sao dur tién khi phéi nudi ba



dira con dang con di hoc cho dugce?”

“C6 I8 anh nén dang ki cho ké hoach v& huru ctia bon Ardp Xéut. Toi thiy mot hop ddng tur vAn sinh loi trong turong lai ctia anh déy”.
“D6 khong phai kiéu sdng cia t6i Shep 2™

“Thé con tin don thi sao? C tin ndo 1 that khong?”

“Khong c6 tin ndo tht hét”.

“Rét vui khi nghe anh xac nhan nhu thé. T6i s& nhdn nhi lai voi moi nguoi. Chiic ngi ngon, Adrian”.

“Ngi ngon, Shep”.

Carter di xudng lau. Bai giit xe gAn nhur trong. Carter budc Ién chiéc Volvo ctia minh va chay thing dén khu Tay Bic Washington, theo dung con duong
ong ta va Gabriel da di tam tuan trude d6. Khi chay ngang qua khu bt dong san ctia Zizi al-Bakari, 6ng cho xe chay cham lai va nhin qua thanh chin
cdng Ién vach nii, noi dién trang toa lac v6i nit chinh quay ra séng. Dimg c6 dung dén co dy, Carter cau kinh. Pung dén mdt soi toc trén dau cd dy thoi,
tao s& tur tay giét nay. Chay dén cau Chain, 6ng nhin vach xing trén bang diéu khién xe. Vach do. That ding lic, 6ng nghi. Binh xing gan nhur can hén.

sk

Cung lac do, ghiéc du thuyén Sun Dancer lwon quanh Grande Pointe va quay tré vé& noi thé neo & Gustavia. Gabriel ngdi mdt minh trén thinh tau, cip
kinh ap sat mit, nhin phia dudi con tau Alexandra, noi nhan vién dang voi va chuan bi budi an toi cho ba muroi nguoi. Gabriel thay ho nhu nhiing nhan vét
trong mdt burc tranh. Anh ta bat dau dat tén. Bira tiéc trén tau hay Bira 01 cudi cting nhi?

Kia i Zizi, ngdi nhur mdt vi vua & dau ban, nhur thé moi s kién xay ra trong budi an tdi chi 1 trd tiéu khién md dau cho mdt chuyén du hanh, ma néu
khong c6 tro tiéu khién éy thi chuyén di nay s& don diéu nham chén lim sao. Bén tréi hén i ¢6 con gai xinh dep Nadia. Bén phai hin 1 chi huy thir hai
Daoud Hanvza dang ngdi choc riia vao thire an v6i dang vé khong ngon miéng cho lam. Phia kia ban Ia cac ludt su, Abdul & Abdul, va Herr Weli
nguoi tréng coi tai san cua Zizi. Kia 1d Mansur, ngudi sap xp cac chuyén du lich; Hassan, chuyén v truyén thong, bao mét va nhitng viée khac dai loai
nhur thé. R6i dén Jean-Michel, ngudi chiim séc than thé can dbi ctia Zizi va ciing i mdt vé sibd sung clia ong trim, ké bén la Monique, ¢4 vo mit sung
may sia clia hdn. Co Rahimah Harmza va ngudi tinh cia Hamid - ngdi sao dién anh Ai Cap xinh dep. C6 nhom tr tAu gdm bdn gi vé s mit bdn chdn lo
ling va vai c6 gai quyét ril v6i vé miit vo toi Ng010 g6c xa diing kia, rat xa so voi tén trim Zizi, la mot nguroi phy nit xinh dep trong bo canh bang la
mau vang nghé. Co tao nén sy can bang trong bd cuc ctia burc tranh. C6 v t6i trude ti ac khing khlep clia Zizi. Gabriel ¢6 thé thay vé mat so hai dén
cuc do ciia ¢d. Gabriel biét minh dang chimg kién mdt budi trinh dién. Nhung bubi trinh dién ndy c6 loi cho ai? Hin ta hay Sarah?

Nira dém, céc nhan vét trong birc tranh dimg day va chiic nhau ngii ngon. Sarah bién mit qua hanh lang va Grabiel nﬁt dAu c6 mot lan nita. Zizi, Daoud
Hamwza, va Wazir bin Talal di vao phong Zizi. Gabriel nghi ra mdt burc tranh mdi: Cude hen ctia ba con quy, khdng biét hoa si a ai.

Nam phit sau Hassan chay vao van phong va dua cho Zizi chiéc dién thoai di dong. Ai dang goi héin? C6 phai i mdt trong nhitng tén mdi gidi ctia Zizi
xin huréng dan nén chon vi tri nao cho budi khai trrong thurong mai & Luan Don khong? Hay 1a Ahmed in Shafiq, ké sat nhin nhitng ngudi vo 01, n6i cho
Zizi biét nén Xt c6 gai ctia Gabriel nhu theé nao?

Zizi nhan dién thoai va vAy tay goi Hassan di ra ngoai. Wazir bin Talal, tén phu trach an ninh, di dén ctra s6 va ha tt ca man xubng,

Sarah nhin qua cira cai va bat tit ca dén sang trong phong, C6 bat truyén hinh vé tinh Ién va chuyén ngay sang kénh CNN. Canh sét Pirc x0 xat voi
nhirng nguoi phan d6i My trén phd. Thém chirng cr vé that bai cia My & Irdc, theo 101 ngudi phong vién hut hoi trén dai.

C6 di ra boong tau va ngdi xubng. Chiéc thuyén budm nhe c6 quan sat ké tir khi roi bén cang trira hémnay da quay tro lai. C6 phai la thuyén ciia
Gabriel khong nhi? Bin Shafiq con song hay chet? C6 chi bict rang c6 chuyén gi d6 t0i t¢ da xay ra. Nhitng chuyén nhur thé nay thinh thoang cling xay ra,
Zizi da timg néi. D6 1 i do tai sao chung ta phai coi trong van dé an ninh.

Sarah cir nhin chiéc thuyén buém chiim chim, tim kiém bét ctr d4u hiéu ndo ctia s chuyén dong trén boong tau a 4y, nhung 16 0 qui xa dén ndi co ching
thiy gi. Ching t6i & ngay ddy vdi ¢ Sarah a. Tt ca chiing t6i. Gio thbc 1én. C6 vong tay 6m dau gbi vao sat ngudi minh, ngdi co ro.

Toi hi vong it ca cac ban van con & d6, c6 nghi. Va lam on, hay ctru t6i khoi chiéce tau ndy trude khi ho giét toi

Mot It sau, céi lanh am 6 mubn di ngi. €6 thirc ddy vao mdt budi binh minh xam x4m va mua nhe hat trén née boong tau. Ti vi vin bat; ngi Tong
thong da dén Pari. Place de la Concorde tr6 thanh mot bién ngudi bi€u tinh phan doi. Sarah boc dién thoai 1én va goi ca phé. Ding ném phit saucé
ngudi dem ca phé t6i. Moi thir déu nguyén ven nhur cti, ngoai trir tam gidy viét tay nho duoc gap lam doi va dat k& bén rd banh mi ngot cta ¢6. Tin nhan
tir Zizi. T6i 6 cong viée cho ¢6 ddy Sarah. Don d6 dac va san sang roi khoi ddy Iac 9 gio nhé. Ching ta s& noi chuyén trude khi ¢6 1o tau. Sarah rét
mot coc ca phé va dimg uong ngoai ban cong. Liac d6 ¢6 moi de y rang chiée Alexandra da roi Saint Bart va dang hedt trén bicn. C6 nhin to gidly cua tn
trum mot 1an nita. N6 khdng cho biét co s€ di dau.

Chuong 29

Roi Saint Maarten

Sarah trinh dién ¢ dudi sau boong tau ding lic 9 gio. Troi bt dAu mira ning hat. Méy den va gid manh mic nhién diia gion voi bién. Zizi méc 40 mura



mau lam nhat va deo kinh den du thoi tiét 1 rang i rat u am. Bin Talal dtmg bén canh tén trim

“Khong tré mdt phit nég ca”. Sarah ndi 5:huyén mdt cach than thién, i‘Dﬁu tiéq 12 doa nd bom, rdi mdt to ghi chii nho bao dc_)r,l dd dac kep trong bita an
sang ctia to1”. C6 nhin vé phia khoang trong danh cho may bay Ién thang va thay phi cong ctia Zizi dang tréo 1én budng lai chiéc Sikorsky. “Toi phai di
dau day?”

“T6i s& n6i cho ¢ biét trén dwong di”. Zizi tra 1o, ndm Ay tay co.

“Ong s& dén d6 voi t6i chir?”

“Chi dén Saint Maarten tho7”. Han kéo ¢6 vé phia cau thang dan Ién san bay. “C6 mot chiéc phéan hre danh riéng cho ¢6 & day”.

“Chiéc phan Iyrc dy ché t6i di dau?”

“Pén chd birc tranh. T6i s& ndi cho co 1 trén duong dén do”.

“Birc tranh & dau, ong Zizi?”

Hién dimg lai giira dudng dén bac thang va nhin ¢6, doi mét gidu sau cap kinh den.

“Viée d6 c6 phién ¢6 lim khong Sarah? C6 ¢6 vé cing thing qua”.

“T6i chi khong thich viéc 1én méy bay ma ching biét minh s& dwoc dura toi dau”.

Tén trim mim cudi va bt diu n6i voi ¢d, nhung 101 hin ndi bi chim lim boi tiéng dong co i rit ctia chiée Sikorsky.

Lic chiéc tryc thang cAt canh, Gabriel dang dimg trén thanh tau Sun Dancer. Anh quan sat n6 chdc It rdi chay voi dén dai chi huy chd vién Pai vy hai
quan ding lai.

“Ching chuyén c6 4y dén Saint Maarten roi. Ching ta cach boy bao xa vay dai ty?”
“MAt bao nhiéu thdi gian moi t6i durge d6?”

“Thoi tiét ma ctr nhur thé na, t6i doan khoang 30 phit. C6 thé it hon”.

“Con miy chiéc Zodiac thi sa0?”

“Anh s& khong mudn thir chiéc Zodiac nio dau, nhat 1 voi tiét troi nay”.

“Vay dua ching t6i gin dén d6, cang nhanh cang t6t”.

Ngudi Pai tiy hai quin git du va chuyén hudng tau. Gabriel di ¢én trung tim chi huy goi dién cho Carter.
“Cb 4y dang bi dan dén san bay ¢ Saint Maarten”.

“Co Ay di mbt minh 4?2

“Khong, Zizi va tén doi trurong an ninh di véi ¢d 4y,

“Anh mit bao nhiéu thoi gian dé dén d6?”

“45 phut dén bo. Thém 15 phit dén san bay”.

“T6i s& cho phi hanh doan sin sang cing véi chiéc may bay khi anh dén noi”.

“Hién thoi t6i chi cAn biét Zizi dua cd 4y di dau’”.

“Nhos bon al-Qaeda ma gitr ddy ching ta kiém sodt duge tit ca cac thap dieu khién giao thong ¢ nira ban cau ndy. Khi g phi cong ctia tén Zizi kén ké
hoach bay, chiing ta s€ bict noi c6 ay to1”.

“Mét bao lau?”
“Thuong thi chi khoang vai phut”.

“T6i chéc i minh khong can phai nhéc lai v6i 6ng ring cang nhanh cang tot”.



“Cir 1én bor di. T6i s& lo hét moi chuyén con lai”,
“D6 1a Manet”,

Zizi n6i khi ho khi ho Tudt vé phia duong b bién dudi nhitng d4m miy xam. “Toi da dé y dén n6 nhiéu nm roi. Tén chi rat mién cudng khi phéi xa n
nhung t6i hom qua han goi dién cho t6i tir Geneva va bao rang han mudn thoa thuan”.

“Thé 6ng mudn toi lam gi?”’

“Xemxét bire tranh cho kiva chic chin rang n6 van con & trong tinh trang chip nhan dugc. Roi kiém tra Jai lich ngudn gdc ctia n that ky cang. Toi
chic ¢6 ciing bict vé hang ngan bire tranh theo trudong phai An turong Phap da tudn sang Thuy Si trong thoi chién dudi hinh thire nhip lu. Dicu cudi cing
t61 khong bao gid mudn 1a mdt gia dinh Do Thai nao d6 dap ctra nha t6i doi lay lai birc tranh”.

Sarah cam thiy ndi sg dang gb nhip trong ngue minh. C6 quay di va nhin ra cira so.
“Néu vie kiémtra dién ra thuan loi?”

“Chon mdt céi gia cho phu hop. Toi s& san sang cho 30 triéu, nhung lay Chuia, dimg ra gi4 d6 nhé”. Hén dua c6 mdt cai danh thiép c6 viét s6 bang tay &
phia sau. “Khi c6 dam phan duoc gid cudi cling, goi cho ti trude khi ¢d dong y véi gia do™.

“Toi gap hin lic miy gio?”

“Murdi gio sang mai. Mot tén tai xé ctia t6i s& don ¢d & san bay t6i nay va dua c6 dén khéch san. C6 c6 thé ngi mdt gidc that ngon trude khi di xem birc
tranh”.

“T6i c6 can phai biét tén ngudi chii ctia bire tranh khong?”

“Hermann Klarsfeld. Hin a mot trong nhing ngudi gidu nhat & Thuy S, diéu do cling n6i lén duoc chit gi vé hén ddy. Toi da canh béo hén ring co rét
dep va han rat trong doi duoc gap mat ¢o”.

“Tuyét”. Sarah van nhin qua cira s6 khi sip t6i bo bién.
“Herr Klarsfeld 11 mot o gia tam muroi. C6 khong can phai lo ing v& bt cir hanh vi sam s ndo dau”.

Zizi nhin bin Talal. Tén doi truong an ninh v§ tay xudng phia dudi ghé ctia minh va 16i ra cai gio Gueei moi. “DO dac ctia ¢0 déy, ¢d Sarah”. Giong han ¢6
ve hoi loi. Sarah nhn cai g6 va mo ra. Trong gi6 a nhing vét dung dién tir tir hom ¢6 dén, gom chiée dién thoai di dong, PDA, iPod va miy say tdc;
thim chi ca dong ho bao thirc. Khong gi con dé lai trén Alexandra cho thay ¢6 da tirng & do.

Chiéc tryc thing bét dau ha canh. Sarah nhin ra ngoai ctia s6 thém mdt lan nira va thiy ring ho dang dép xudng san bay. O cubi duong bang b mot loat
cac may bay phan Iyc ca nhan. Mot chiée dang duoc nap nhién liéu chuin bi cAt canh. Ziz lai ca tung su giau c6 ctia Herr Klarsfeld, nhung Sarah khong
dé tai bat cir 101 ndo. C6 bi ép kén chiée truc thing dé rdi bi quén lang, G0 ¢6 chi nghi dén chay tron. Chéng c6 Herr Klasfeld nio hét, ¢6 tw nhi. Ciing
khong c6 Manet nao hét. C6 nh¢ Zizi doc kinh ta on vao budi trura ¢6 nhan im viée cho ching, Nhur ¢6 thiy, t6i rat rong hrong voi nhing nguoi lam:
viéc cho minh, nhung t6i rét gian nhitng ngudi phan boi minh. C6 da phan boi hén. C6 phéan bdi hdn vi Gabriel. Gior co phai tra gia bang chinh mang song
ctia minh. D6 13 luat cua Ziz.

Sarah nhin xuéng san bay, tur hoi ¢6 khi no Zizi & mot khe hé cho ¢ trdn thoat khong, Chéc ring s& c6 nhén vién hai quan kiém tra ho chiéu ciia c6.
Ciing ¢6 thé c6 mot nhén vién san bay hoéic mot hai canh sat. C6 on lai nhing diu s& ni voi ho. Tén t6i 1 Sarah Bancroft. Téi 1a cong dan M. Nhimg
nguoi dan 6ng ndy dang cb gang dura toi dén Thyy ST tréi v6i y nguyén cta toL Roi ¢6 nhin Zizi va tén trrong an ninh ctia han. Ong da tinh toan dén vién
canh ay chur gi. Ong da mua chugc hét cac nhan vién hai quan va h6i 1o bon canh sat. Zizi khong thich tri hodn diéu gi, dac biét 1a dbi voi mot phy nix
khong theo dao Hoi.

Banh xe truc thing ctia chiée Sikorsky can trén nén duong nhira 16n nhon d4. Bin Talal mé cira budng true thiing va tréo xubng, i dura tay don Sarah.
C6 ndm tay héin va budc xudng cau thang trong con gio xody cudn. Céach truc thing khoang 5 mét c6 mot chiée Falcon 2000 dang doi, tiéng may gao
thét chudn bi cat canh. Sarah nhin quanh: khong c6 nhén vién hai quan, khong c6 canh sat. Zizi da chin ngay con dudng duy nhét ciia ¢6. Sarah nhin vao
cabin ctia chiéc Sikorsky va nhin Zizi Jan cubi. Tén trim vAy tay than 4i voi ¢6 roi dura mét xubng chiéc dong hd Rolex bang vang nhu nha vat Ii hoc dang
dinh thoi gian chét.

Bin Talal tom Ay dong tli xéch cita Sarah roi kéo tay ¢6 dén théng chiéc Falcon. Khi budc trén bic thang lén iy bay, ¢6 6 din tay ra khoi hén nhung
han nam ctng bap tay c6 va kéo cd én cac bac thang. Sarah la hét kéu ctru nhung tieng kéu ctia ¢6 Iot thdm trong tiéng dong co miy bay va tieng dap
phanh phach cuia canh quat.

Sarah cb giing phan khang thém mot lan nita khi da & trén bic thang cudi cling, bin Talal ddy vai ¢6 mdt cach thd bao vao trong cabin. C6 ngi dii dui
vao cai cabin sang trong dugc trang trf bing gd danh bong va da thude mém méu vang ndu. N6 nhic ¢6 nhé dén ¢d quan tai. ft nhét chuyén di dén lang
quén ndy s& khd I thoai mai. C6 gom chit strc lye con lai hic vao nguoi ga Ariip Xt nhur thé 6 sap ndi khing lén. Lic niy, khong con théy khung
canh ph]a bén ngoai nita, khong con phai thin trong trong phan tmg nira. Hin tat c6 modt c4i ndy lra vao mé phéi, ¢6 té in trén san cabin. Bon Ardp
Xéut rat biét cach cu xir voi phu nit ndi loan.

Sarah nghe thiy tiéng vang vong trong tai va mdt khéic sau mit c6 nd domdom. Khi thi yrc d 15 hon, ¢6 thiy Jean-Michel dang dimg trudc mét minh,



chti tay vao cai khan linen. Ga ngu01 Phép ngdi trén chan ¢6 va cho cho dén khi bin Talal tréi chat hay hai c6 xudng san truoe khi chuzfm bi dng tiém
dudi Qa cl}o cd. Sarah célq thay vét chich qau nhoi, kim loai hoa long chay vao tinh mach c6. Da niit ctia Jean-Michel bat dau tudt xuong khoi hop so
cuia han, 161 Sarah trurgt xudng phia dudi bé mét ctia mot ving nurde den va lanh.

Ban dang doc truyén Nguoi Pua Tin dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon ¢ Ebook Full(cham)Net.
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Churong 30
Saint Maarten

M6t gioy sau d6 chiée Zodiac tién vao ving vinh Great. Bon ngudi dan ong trén tiu mic quan dai va 4o khodc thé thao, mdi nguoi mang mdt cai tii ngii vi
loi ich ctia chinh quyén dia phirong. Pura tau vao bén xong, ho tréo 1én mot chiée tic xi da ch sin va phéng t6i phi trrong véi toe do dang ké. O do, sau
khi trinh ho chiéu, cin cude gia va trot lot qua bude kiém tra, ho Ién chiéc phan hrc c nhin Gulfstream V. Phi hanh doan da ding ky ké hoach bay va
da yéu cau mot vi tri cat canh. Mot gio sau, lic 11 gid 37 phiit sang gid dia phuong, chuyén bay khoi hanh. Piém dén 1a san bay Kloten & Zurich, Thuy
Si

Khi chiéc Gulfstream bay 1a 1a trén mit vinh Simpson, Adrian Carer goi ba cudc dién thoai: mot dén Chénh van phong CIA, hai dén Luc lurong vii trang
ctia co quan tinh bao chuyén vé céc chuyén dibi mat, va cudc goi thir ba dén mdt béc siclia co quan tinh bao, nguoi chuyén cham séc cac didc va bi
thurong trong diéu kién thiéu thon trang thit bi y t& va thudc men. Sau d6 ong ta md két sit Am tudng clia minh va lay ra ba céi vi. Trong mdi cai vi i mot
1o chiéu gia cling véi thé can cude, thé tin dung, mt it tién it va nhimg b anh gia dinh chua timg ton tai. Muroi phut sau, 6ng ta bang qua bai giit xe
phia Tay dé dén chd chiéc Volvo. Nguoi dan 6ng ciia Téng hanh dinh ndy lai ‘ra trdn’ thém mdt lan nita. Tran dia lin niy B Zug,

O khu budn ban Munich, Uz Navot dang an bira trra mudn voi mit tay dua tin clia co quan Tinh bao Puc thi nhan duoc cude goi khin Cép tir Tel
Aviv. Khong phai Van phong diéu hanh ma dich thin Amos Ahrrett goi cude hdi thoai cua ho ngan gon va chi cd mot bén ndi. Navot im lang lang nghe,
thinh thoang anh nghién rang d¢ cho Amos thay rang y hi€u can phai lam gji, sau d6 anh ctip may.

Navot khong mubn cho gi diép vien birc biét réing Vin phong dang roi vao mdt cude khing hoang, vi thé anh van & lai nha hang thém 30 phit nira, anh
tAn min cit mong tay dudi gam ban trong khi gi nguoi Brre an banh tam dudng va udng ca phé. Vao lic 3 gidr 15 phit thi anh d ¢ sau tay lai ciia chiéc
Mercedes dong E, va Iic 3 gid 30 pht, thi anh d& chay vé phia tay theo con duong E54.

Hay nghT day ]a mit cugf)c thir giong, Amos da n6i thé. I_am sach s& vu nay di va phong diéu hanh dac biét sé Ia cla anh. Va Uz[ Navot chay dén Zurich
trong budi chiéu nhat nang, thang tién trong sy nghiép 14 tat ca nhitng gi trong dau anh lic ndy. Anh muon c6 Sarah - va anh muon ¢d ta con nguyén ven.

Nhung Sarah dang bi mit min swong thubc mé bao phii nén ching biét g vé& nhimg sur kién van dang xody cudn quanh minh. Thét syr thi c6 ching cd ¥
niém gi vé trang thai co thé ciia minh niva. C6 khong biét minh bi tréi vao ghé dbi dién voi khoang dudi méy bay Falcon 2000, véi ngudi i ciia dich vu
hang khéng quén trj Caracas thuéc Tap doan AAB tai Riyadh, Geneva. C6 khong biét ring tay minh bi cong lai voi nhau va mit ca chan da bj ctim
Khong biét rang vét do thAm trén gd mé phéi ctia ¢6 chinh i 16 hoi thim strc khoe ciia bin Talal. Khong biét ngudi ngdi ddi dién, cach ¢d mdt ban nude
nho, la Jean-Michel, hién doc hrdt mot quyén truyén khi€u dam cua Ha Lan va nhim nhap rugu whiskey Scotland lam tir mach nha ma hin mua & gian
hang mién thué & san bay Maarten.

Sarah chi nhén thirc duge nhitg gidc mo ctia minh. C6 ndm bét hét sirc mo hd vé nhig hinh anh dang phoi bay trudc niit, ¢b nghi rang ching hoan
toan phi thue, nhung c6 lai chéng con chit stre Iuc ndo ma kiém soét ching. C6 nghe tiéng chudng dién thoai, va khi nhic may ¢6 nghe tiéng Ben & dau
day bén kia, nhung thay vi di v& phia thap Nam ctia tda nha Thurong mai Thé gi6i thi anh lai ha canh an toan & Los Angeles va dang ban tii bui v6i cac
cudc hop hanh. C6 budc vao toa thi chinh trang nghiém & Geogetown, ngudi 4n can ra d6n ¢ khong phéi ki Adrian Carter ma i Zizi al-Bakari. Ké do
¢ thay minh & trong mdt can nha mién qué nudce Anh, nhimg ngudi c6 mét & day khong phai ki Gabriel va dong doi ctia anh na 3 mdt nhém khing b
Ardp Xéit dang ngdi ban bac nhimg dm muru tiép theo. Mot chiée du thuyén tuyét dep dang lrdt trén bién mau. Mot phong trumg bay tranh & Luan Don
treo chi chit chén dung nhimg ngudi da chét. Va cudi cling i mot ngudi phuc ché tranh nghé thuat it miu xanh ngoc, toc méi diém bac dang dung
trude birc v& chan dung ¢d gai bi khoa tay vao ban trang diém. Nguoi phyc ché tranh 4y i Gabriel, con nguoi phy nit trong birc tranh chinh 1 Sarah.
Nhirng hinh anh 4y dot ngot boc chay, khi ngon lira tan, Sarah nhin khudn nit ciia Jean-Michel.

“Ching ta dang di dau vay?”

“Trudc tién ching ta phéi lim rd xem miy Bm viéc cho ai, sau d6 chiing ta m6i giét may”.

Sarah nhim niit khi miii kim tiém duéi da y mot 1an nita cim phap vao bap chan 6. Kim loai nong chay. Ving nude den. ..
Chuong 31

Kloten, Switzerland
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Khach san Flyaway & s0 19 duong Marktgasse 13 mdt can nha khong sang trong, Kién tric tho so'va té nhat, tién sanh don gian nhung rét sach s&. Diéu
hap dan duy nhat I khach san ndy chi cach san bay c6 ndm phit. Vao mbt dém thing hai déy tuyet nhu dém nay, khich san 1 diém tu tp bi mat ma
chinh quyén va canh sat dia phuong khong hay biet gi. Hai nguoi dan ong den tir Bi, ngudi thir ba tir Roma va ngudi con lai tir Luan Bon. Tat ca bon ho
la chuyén gia gidm dinh vét i hoc. Ca nhém déng ki phong bang tén gia va ho chicu gia. Ngudi dan ong thir ndm dén tir Paris, déng ki bang tén tht
Moshe. Anh ta chéng phai chuyén gia gidm dinh ma chi la bodel, tirc ngudi dua tin cap thap. Anh ta lai chicc Audi A8, hién thoi chice xe dang do ngoai
duong, Trong cop xe la mit vali day sing, bo dam, kinh mat hong ngoai va mii bao hiém khit dau va co, chi hé mat.

Nguoi dén cudi ciing | ngudi m cée ¢6 tiép tan biét rd nhét, vianh ta l du khéch thudong xuyén qua lai san bay Kloten va nghi tai Flyaway nhicu lan
dén noi c6 I& chinh anh ta cling ching nh 16. “Chao budi t6i, 6ng Bridge”. Mot ¢ gai lén tieng khi vi khach quen xuat hién trong sanh khach san. Nam
phitt sau anh ta d3 & trong phong ctia minh trén lau. Hai phit tiép theo, nhitng ngudi khac da tap trung & phong anh. “Mot chiéc méy bay sap ha canh &
Kloten”, anh théng béo cho bon ho, “Cé mbt ¢ gai trén miy bay va chiing ta phai cd ging lim sao dé ti nay ¢ 4y thoat chét”.

Sarah tinh dy lan thir hai. C6 md mit chi du lau de nhén dién khung canh xung quanh minh, 10 nhim nit lai ngay trude khi Jean-Michel c6 thé tiém vao
chan c6 mdt miii thubc mé nira. Ho dang dap xubng mit dat va chiéc truc thing lac hr ctng voi 16p khong khi dang chuyén dong. C6 hoi nga du qua
mdt bén, phan thai gluong dap thinh thich ctia c6 va manh vao tudng theorsu lhc Iu cuq chec truc thang, Ngbn tay co t€ liét vi bi cong qua lau, va long
ban chén c6 nhu thé bi hang ngan miii kim chich. Jean-Michel van ng6i doi di€n ¢6, mét han nham nghién va d6i ban tay dan vao nhau dat phia dudi
bung.

Sarah mo& it lan thir hai. Mit c6 nhoa va mo nhur thé bi bao boc trong mdt man swong den. C6 dira tay cham mt va so thdy 16p vai. M trim dau, co
nghi. RAi ¢6 nhin xuong thin the va thay mdt tam mang den quan quanh minh. Jean-Michel da méc cho ¢6 loai 4o triim toan thin ctia phu nit dao Hoi
Cb khe khé khéc. Jean-Michel nhuéng mot mit tan nhan nhin co.

“Chuyén gi vay Sarah?”

“Anh dua toi dén Ardp Xéit phai khong?”

“Chiing ta dén Thuy Sinhur Zizi da bao™,

“Nhung tai sao lai niic thir 4o choang ctia phu nit Hbi gido cho t6i?”

“Biéu d6 gitp may nhap canh duoc d& dang. Khi hai quan Thuy Sithdy phu nir Ardp Xt che mang, ching 6 xu huéng kinh trong miy nhiéu hon
Hanné ny cub@ kéch cdm “Tao nghi that 1a nhuc nha khi bao phil ngudi miy bang véi den thé ndy, nhung tao that sy khodi cai viéc méc loai quan 4o
nay cho may day”.

“May dung 1a mdt con lon, Jean-Michel a”.

Sarah chira bao gios thdy it pé dom dom nhu khi mdt cdi bat tai troi giang nén thz'mg vao go ma phai van con sung tiy ctia ¢o. Khi thi giac c6 tro lai
nhu cii thi Jean-Michel d3 ng6i dya vao gh€ ctia han. Chiée tryc thing ndy Ién bat thinh finh, Sarah thay cam giac khé chiu trao 1n dén tan co.

“Toi nghi t6i sap bénh 7.

“Gidng nhu & Le Tetou 4?2

Nghi nhanh Ién Sarah.

“Tao bibénh & Le Tetou thét déy, dd ngu”.

“Roi mity khoe lai khé nhanh chong, Thét ra may c6 vé rit khoe khoan khi trd lai tau Alexandra véi tui tao”,
“Nhitng loai thudc anh tiém vio ngudi t6i im toi budn non qua. Dan i di vao toa-1ét i’

“May mubn kiém tra ¢6 ai nhéin tin cho may khong ha?”

Nhanh én Sarah, nhanh 1én.

“Anh n6i gi vay? Dan t6i di toa-ét nhanh dé t6i non ra chir””,

“May khong dugc di dau ca”.

“ft nhét ciing nhic c4i 4o choang ndy gitm o1,

Hén nhin ¢b day nghi ngd 10 nghiéng ngurdi qua ban nurée va vén bire mang che mit Ién, Sarah cam nhan duge khong khi mat lanh trong cabin. Ddi voi
Sarah, viéc nay giong nhur viée chi ré vén mang che mét ngudi vo trong lai cia hén. Con gian chot bung Ién va c6 bét ngd quét vao mit Jean-Michel
bing ban tay bj cong ctia minh. Han d& dang né dugc va quit manh lai vao phia bén tréi ddu c6. C6 té xubng san nha. Jean Michel d4 lién hdi vao bung

Sarah lam c6 muén ngat thd. Khi cd ging tho lai duoc thi co ndn ra tham tat ca moi thir trong bung,

“Ché ma”, tén ngudi Phép nay cau kinh. “Déng ra tao phai bt may don sach dng d6 moi ding”.



Hin ndm soi ddy xich cd tay Sarah va kéo ¢ vé ghé, doan di thing vao toa-1ét. Sarah nghe tiéng nuréc chay trong bon. Khi Jean-Michel quay tr6 lai,
han cam theo mdt cai khéin wét nhep dé lau va gbi gon dbng 6i mira clia Sarah. Roi hdn rit mdt dng xilanh nita va mot dng thudc tir chiée cap da nho.
Hén bom thubc vao xilanh ma chéng thém quan tim dén liéu lrong, rdi hén nim By tay ¢6. Sarah ¢ ging tranh ra nhung hin tang vao mdm ¢ hai ci.
Khi thubc ngim vao mach méu, Sarah van tinh nhung cam thiy ngudi ning né nhur bi vat gi d6 de 1én. Mi mit nhéim nghién, tuy nhién ¢6 van y thirc dugc
chuyén gi dang dién ra.

“T6i con tinh ddy”. C6 ¢b ndi. “Thudce ctia anh chiing c6 tac dung véi toi nira”

“Thubc c6 tac dung ddy chir”.

“Tai sao t6i van con tinh?”

“Pé d& khai théc cau tra i hon”

“Tra loi gi?”

“T6t hon hét 1 miy thit diy an toan vao di”. Han stmg s bao co. “Ta sép ha canh trong vai phtt nita day”.
Sarah c6 ging lam theo 10i héin bao, nhung ban tay ctr nm im trén diii chir khong tuén theo ¥ mudn ctia co.

Sarah ap nt vao tmkinh ctia s6 mat lanh va nhin ra ngoai trdi. Troi tdi den nhu mure. Vai phit sau ho di vao ving my, chiée true thiing xdc Ién x6c
xuong. Jean-Michel rot cho minh mot ly whiskey va uong can chi bang mdt hop.

Ra khoi ving may thi gip ngay bdo tuyét. Sarah nhin xgéng va sdm soi nhing ngon dén dudng. C6 mot khéi gl d6 phan quang sang ruc bao boc phia
Bic cua vimg nurde ndy va nhimg soi day it sang hon ndm doc theo b bién giong hét nhur nit trang. C6 ¢6 nhé xem tén trim Zizi da ndi ¢6 phai di dau.
Zurich, ¢6 nghi. Piing r0i, ding 3 Zurich. .. Herr Klarsfeld. .. Blrc tranh ma Zizi khong tra qua 30 triéu. ...

May bay bay ngang qua ving trung tim Zurich va nghiéng vé phia phi trudng, Sarah cau cho méy bay bi rét, nhung n6 van cir dap xubng dit mot cach
subn se. May bay truot trén duong bang vai phit. Jean-Michel nhin ra ngoai ctra s6 trong khi Sarah chim vao vo thirc. Cai thin méy bay c6 vé nhur dai
bang day Alpine, va khi ¢b ging sirc noi, tir ngit trong miéng ¢ khong thé hinh thanh duoc.

“Loai thudc tao chich cho méy khi ity ¢ tic dung ngin thoi”, Jean-Michel bao. “Roi may s& n6i lai durgc, hi vong 1 thé, it nhét 1 vi loi ich ciia chinh ban
thin may””.

May bay | bat dau giam toc. J ean-Michel ha tAm mang trén mat co xubng, théo cong va dong day xich. Khi may bay dimg hén, hin mo ctra cabin va dua
dau ra kiém tra xem moi chuyén c6 6n khong, Han xdc nach Sarah, kéo ¢o dtmg ddy. Mau don xubng chan am c6 dau nhéi va dau gbi co khuy xudng,
Jean-Michel do iy Sarah trure khi ¢o ngi. “Budc timg budc thoi”. Hin bao. “Budc di Sarah, may nhd phai bude nhur thé nao ma”.

C06 nhd, nhung hau nhu khong lam duoc diéu d6 nita. Canh ctra chi cach do khoang 3 mét ma Sarah c6 cam tudng dai nhu mdt dam vay. Puoc vai
budc ¢b vap phai gu 4o choang va ngil vé phia trrde, nhung Jean-Michel lai mot Jin niva do c6 day. Cudi cing ciing dén duoc cira, Sarah cam thiy
ludng khong khi lanh cong cira vao da thit. Troi dang d6 tuyét va cuc lanh. Khong thdy nhén vién hai quan hay nhan vién an ninh ndo, chi cé mdt chiéc
Mercedes mui kin miu den bién s6 ngoai giao. Tap doan AAB va [anh sy quan Ardp Xeéut 6 Zurich da thong bao s€ c6 mdt hanh khach tir Saint
Maarten dén, va phéi chuan bi ché d6 phuc vu ngoai giao diic biét cho hanh khéch d6. Giéng hét nhur khi khoi hanh: khong hai quan, khong nhan vién an
ninh, khong dwong trbn thoét.

D0 Sarah xubng béc thang, di qua con dudng trai nhya va chui vao sau chiéc xe Mercedes dang chd sin. Han dong cira lai va quay dau vé truc thing
ngay Iap tirc. Khi xe chuyén banh, Sarah nhin g dan dng ngdi bén canh. Dién mao hin hién Ien 1o md dudi tam mang che mit mau den. Ban tay to be.
Mat tron. Cai miéng nho lot thom trong dam rau dé xom xoam Mot phién ban khac cua bin Talal, ¢6 nghi. Mot con virgn ngudi &n miic sang trong,
“Ong 4 ai?”

“Khéng quan trong, Tao ching I ai ca”.

“Ching ta di dau thé nay?”

Ga dtr ndm dAm vao tai cd va bao ¢d dimg md miéng n6i chuyén nita.

Ba muroi gidy sau, chiéc Mercedes bién s ngoai giao tang tdc vurot qua mot bong ngudi phit dz?ly tuyét dang I hii dudi gz‘i’m chjéc Xe mui tran chét may.
Ngudi dan 6ng c6 ve nhur khong quan tam khi chiéc Mercedes chay ngang qua, du anh ta ¢o liéc nhanh vé phia n6. Anh dém dén namr6i ném minh qua
mui xe vao phia sau tay 14i. Khi anh bat chia khoa, chiec xe khoi dong lién. Anh vao so va 1ai no.

Sarah khong biét ho d di dugc bao i - mdt giv hoic u hon - nhung c6 biét myc dich ctia chuyén di ndy. Nhirng chd dimg, nhitng chd bt dau,
nhitng cho chay i bat thinh finh va nhiing khtic cua lam c¢6 muon ndn 6i: Eli Lavon goi nhitng ‘cudc van dong’ nhu thé 13 ‘phan giam sat’. Uz Navot thi
20idd I3 “ty chui mong ctia minh’.

Sarah nhin ra ngoai ctra kinh xe. C6 da timg ¢ Thuy Si vai nam khi con nho va bjét thanh phd ndy kha 3. Pay khong phai l nhitng con duong Zurich
ma c6 con nhd duge. Déy la nhimg con duong t6i tim va ddy da dam ¢ khu pho phia béc va khu cong nghiép Quartier. Nhirng kho hang xau xi, nha
may bang gach den dua, vuron tuge dam khéi. Khong c6 khach bg hanh trén via he va khong c6 cé xe ¢ luu thong. C vé nhu ¢d dang & mdt minh trong



céi thé gidi ma chi c6 ké mang tén “Khong Quan Trong” lam ngudi dong hanh. C6 hoi g mot an nita rang ho dang di dau. Ga tra 101 bang mot ct thic
cui cho vao bung Sarah lam ¢6 hét Ién dau dén.

Ga nhin qua vai minh that lau 1di ddy Sarah rap xuong san xe va im bim diéu gi d6 bang tleng Arép v6i g tai xé. Sarah nhur tan vio béng dém. C6 diy
1t ndi dau dén vao mdt gde trong tm tri va ¢b ging tap trung theo doi sur di chuyén ctia chiéc xe. R& phai. R& tréi. Hai duong ray xe lira. Mot ci dimg
dot ngdt im I6p xe ma sat v6i mit duong kéu ken két. Nguoi “Khong Quan Trong” kéo ¢6 Ve bang ghé 1di mo cira xe. Sarah nam lay chd dé tay va
khong chiu buong , “Khong Quan Trong” bt dAu mot cude chién dé giding co ra, cudi cling mét hét kién nhin, gi dap c6 mdt cu sic nhur dao, con dau
lan khip moi ngd ngach trong co thé co.

Sarah r Ién dau dén va danh phéi budng tay. Tén “Khong Quan Trong” kéo I ¢0 ra khoi xe va quing ¢d xubng nén xi méing lanh ngt. C6 vé nhur ho_
dang & trong mit bﬁi déu} xe hoa,c 12 mt bén tau do hang ctia mdt nha kho nao d6. C6 namim, co rt'lt,trong con dau don cuc d6 ve thé xac lan tinh than,
ngude nhin tén khon khicp qua tam mang che mat mau den. Cai nhin ctia mot phu nir Ardp Xeéut vé the gioi. Mot giong noi ra Iénh cho ¢6 dimg ddy. C6
0 nhac ngudi Ién nhung khong thé.

Tén tai xé budc xe khoi xe va cing v6i tén “Khéng Quan Trong” nhic ¢ dimg day. Co ngdi bat dong, hai canh tay dang rong, ngudi cd cudn chit trong
chiéc 4o choang ctia phu nit Hoi gido va cho mot ot danh nhu bua ta dép vao bung Nhlmg khong ¢6 ¢t danh ndo ¢4, ¢ dugc dira vao bang ghé sau
ctia chiéc xe thir hai. Ngudi dan ong ngdi trong d6 rat quen thude véi ¢d - ¢o thiy hn lan dau tién trong trang vién Surrey - cin nha chra bao gior ton tai,
va lan thir hai trong ngdi biét thyr ¢6 that & Saint Bart. “Chao Sarah”, Ahmed bin Shafiq néi. “Rét vui dwoc gip lai ¢6”.
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Zurich

Tén thét ctia ¢6 1 Sarah, hay t6i phai goi co bang tén khac?”

Sarah c6 ging tra 1o, nhung 4m thanh dii chi 1 nhiing tiéng hdp hép khong khi.

“Tén-to+-1a-Sarah”.

“Vay toi s€ goi c0 Ia Sarah”.

“Tai-sa0-0ng- lai-cu-xir-thé-nay-voi-t6i?”

“Théi nao Sarah”.

“Hay-tha-toi-ra!”

“Toi e ring khong thé duoc”.

C gap nguoi xubng, dau guc giira hai dAu gdi. Ahmed bin Shaﬁq ndmecd ¢o giat ngdi thang Ién, sau d6 nhic mang trim xem xét nhitng vét thurong trén
khuon mit c6. Nhin thai 6 hin, nguoi ta khong thé doan duoc hin d4nh gi4 thé nao vé nhu'ng vét thwong ndy: qua ning hay quéa nhe? Sarah dua mat
nhin dap tra. Ao khoéc da, khan choang ba}ng lua casomia, nit kinh tron ¢6 gong ddi mdi: hinh anh ctia mot ngudi giau c6 thanh dat & Zurich. Doi it
den ctia hin tda ra nét thong minh nhung day tinh toan. Han van giir nguyén vé mit nhur lan dau gip co.

“Co dang lam viéc cho ai?”, hén hoi mdt cach hién hoa.

“To1 lam viéc”, ¢6 ho su sy, “cho Zizi”.

“Thé di, Sarah. Hay hit thé chdm va sau”.

“Plrng-danh-t6i-nira”.

“T6i s& khong danh ¢6”, héin néi. “Nhung c6 phéi ké cho toi nhitng thir toi mudn biét”.

“T6i khong biét gi ca”

“T6i mudn biét c6 dang lam cho ai”.

“T6i béo ong rdi - t6i lam viée cho Zizi”

Khuon mit hén thoding nét thét vong, “Thoi di, Sarah. Dimg lm cho moi vige tré nén kho khéin. Hay tra i cau héi ctia t0i. Hay n6i sur thét, i tit cé
nhitng chuyén tra tan ndy s€ cham dut”.

“Ong s& giét to7”.

“Diing vay”, hin ta thira nhan. “Nhung péu ¢6 ndi voi chung 61 nhitng gi chiing t6i muf)n biét, c6 s& khong phai birach mit, va cai chét ctia c6 s& ém ai
khong dau don. Néu ¢d nhat dinh n6i doi, nhitng gio phtit cudi cliing cua ¢o trén trai dat ndy s€ 1a mot dia nguc song”.



Su doc 4c ctia hin khong c6 gidi han, ¢ nghil. Hin n6i vé viée chit dau minh ma con khong thém ngoanh it di.
“T6i dang ndi s that”, Sarah Am bam

“Cb s& phai khai thoi, Sarah. Bat cir ai ciing phéi khai. Khéng cu khong ¢6 ich gi. Lam on, ding hanh ha ban than minh nhur vy
“T6i khong tur hanh ha ban than. Ong m6i chinh I ke...”.

“Toi mudn biét co dang lam viéc cho ai, Sarah”,

“T6i lam viéc cho Zizi”.

“Toi mudn biét ai da phai co dén”.

“Chinh Zizi d&én tim t6i. Ong ta giri hoa va nit trang cho t6i. Ong ta giri vé may bay rdi mua quén 4o cho to1”.
“T6i mudn biét tén cai g da lién lac véi co & bai bién Saline”.

“Toi khong. ..«

“T6i mudn biét tén cai gi da d6 nrou Ién ngudi vo t6i & Saint-Jean”.

“Ngudinao?”

“T6i mudn biét tén co gai di ca nhic gin Le Tetou trong bita tiéc tdi clia Ziz”.

“Lam sao t6i biét tén co ta duoc?”

“Toi mudn biét tai sao ¢d theo doi toi tai bita tiéc cta toi. Tai sao dot nhién cd quyét dinh bui toc. Tai sao c6 lai bui toc 1én khi chay bd cing Jean-
Michel”.

Dén day Sarah o khoe mot cach hoang loan. “Nhitng chuyén nay that dién rd!”

“Toi mudn biét tén ba ké di xe méy theo ddi t6i ngay hom d6. Toi mudn biét tén hai ké dén biét thyr cta t6i dé giét toi. Va ca tén ctia ké theo doi khi may
bay t6i cat canh”.

“T61 dang noi voi ong sur tht! Tén t6i I Sarah Bancroft. Toi lam viée cho phong tranh ¢ Luan Bon. Toi ban cho Zizi mit birc tranh. Sau do6 6ng ta moi
t6i dén lam viéc cho dngta”.

“Burc Van Gogh a?”

“Ding viy!”

“Birc Marguerite Gachet bén ban trang diém?”

“Dling vdy, dd con hoang”

“Cb lay burc tranh nay ¢ dau? Do chinh ¢6 mua dugc hay do t6 chirc tinh béo ctia ¢6 mua?”

“T6i khong laim viée cho 6 chire tinh béo ndo ca. Toi im viée cho Ziz”.

“C6 lam viéc cho nguroi M§?”

“Khong”.

“Cho nguoi Do Thai?”

“Khong!”

Ahmed bin Shafiq thé ra néing né, doan gd kinh, ding chiéc khain quang c6 casomia chii kish mot lic lu, khuon mt ¢6 vé dan do suy nghi. “C6 nén bict
rang khong bao lau sau khi ¢6 roi khoi Saint Maarten, ¢6 bon ngudi ra phi trudng, Ién mot chiée miy bay ca nhan. Ching 61 nhan ra ching. Ching t6i
doan bon ching bay dén Zurich. Ching 14 ngudi Do Thai, phai khdng Sarah?”

“Toi khong biét 6ng dang n6i gi”

“Tin t6i i, Sarah. Ching 1 ngudi Do Thai. Ai ciing ¢ thé nhan ra”.

Hién gio kinh 1én nhin k¥, sau d6 lau tiép vai lan nita. “C6 ciing nén biét ring nhiing tén dong nghiép Do Théi Ay da vung vé theo bude ¢6 démnay sau



khi ¢6 xudng san bay. Tai xé ctia ching t6i da dé dang cat dudi ching. C6 thay déy, ching toi ciing hét strc chuyén nghiép. Bay gio' ching da mét dau co.
C6 chi con mdt minh”,

Hién deo kinh vio.

“C6 nghi ré.ng nhiing ’tén duogce goi 1 chuyén nghi€p ma ¢ daqg lam viéc cling s& san 1ong hi sinh tinh mang ciia ching vi cQ sa0? Chic vao gio n@ly bon
ching dang 61 mira hét nhitng bi mat ra san nha cho 61 nghe r6i. Nhung c6 kha hon bon ching, ding khong Sarah? Zizi thay c6 kha, nén méi méc phai
sai lam Ia da thué c6”.

“P6 khong phai 1 sai lim. Ong mdi i ngudi dang pham sai lan”.

Hin cudi budn ba. “Toi phai trao ¢6 vao tay Muhammad ban t6i thoi. Anh ta lam cho t6i trong nhom 205. Cai tén nay c6 quen thue v6i c6 khong
Sarah? Nhom 205? Chéac chan nhitng nguoi huan luyén ¢6 da nhac dén tén ndy trong khoa dao tao cho ¢6”.

“T6i chura bao gioy nghe thiy tén nay”.

“Muhammad Ia ngudi chuyén nghiép. Anh ta cling la mot nha thdm van rat khon khéo. C6 va Muhammad s& c6 mdt cudc hanh trinh cing nhau. Hanh
trinh dém. Co co bict thudt ngr nay khong Sarah? Cudc Hanh trinh dém”.

Pép lai, Sarah chi khoc néc. Bin Shafiq bén tra 10i cAu hoi.

“Chinh trong cudc Hanh trinh dém nay, Chia troi da tiét 16 kinh Koran cho nha Tién tri. Dém nay ¢6 ciing & tiét 16 thong tin ctia minh. Pém nay c6 s&
khai voi anh ban Muhamimad rang c6 dang lam viée cho ai cling tat ca nhitng gi chiing biét vé to chirc ctia toi. Néu khai nhanh, ¢6 s&€ duogc hudng mit
chut khoan hong. Néu tiép tuc ndi doi, Muhammad s€ x€o thit c6 va cat dau c6. C6 hiéu nhitng 161 t61 néi khong?”’

Da day Sarah quin Ién vi mdt con budn nén. Bin Shafiq c6 vé thich thii khi nhan ra ndi so hdi ctia c6.

“Cb c6 biét Ia ndly gidr ¢d ctr nhin canh tay t6i khong? Bon ching d ké vi c6 vé vét seo ciia t6i, vé ban tay tan tit ctia toi chir gi?”. Mot nu cudi mét
moi khéc. “C6 da bi 10, Sarah - bi chinh nhimg ngudi huAn luyén minh Bm 16”

Hén mo cira, tréo khoi xe, sau dé ctii nguoi xubng nhin ¢6 mdt lan nita.
“Nhan tién, ¢6 ciing d4 gan thanh cong. Néu nhimg ngudi ban ctia ¢ giét duoc t6i trén hon dao d6, mdt vu tin cong nita ctia ching toi da bi ngung lai”.
“Toi twong 6ng ldm viée cho Zizi & Montreal”.

“0, ding 161, t61 gan nhur quen pﬁt”. Hin quéan chat khin quang quanh ¢b. “Muhammad s& khong thy thich thi vi nhitng 11 ndi dbi ctia c6 dau Sarah.
Co céi gi d6 da mach bao toi rang hai ngurdi s€ co6 mdt dém dai day dau don cing nhau”.

Sarah im ling mt luc. Sau d6, co ct tiéng hoi. “Vu tAn cong nao?”’

“Vu tn cong nao? Toi khong biét? Toi chi | mdt dng chii ngdn hang dau tu”.

C6 hoi han mot Jan nira. “Vu tin cong d6 I gi? Cac nguoi du dinh s tién hanh ¢ dau?”
“N6i tén tht ctia toi di, i toi s& ndi cho ¢6 nghe”.

“Tén Ong 1a Alain al-Nasser”.

“Khong, Sarah. Khong phéi tén vo boc cta toi. Tén tht ctia toi co. N6i di. Tha toi di, Sarah, rdi t6i s& ndi cho ¢6 nghe diéu ¢6 mubn biét”,
Sarah bét d4u run p cap. C6 c¢b ging thdt thanh 11 nhung khong thé ly di can dam
“No6i dil”, hin hét Ién. “N6i tén tao di, d6 ché car”

C6 ngAng mit 1én nhin thing vao mét hin.

“Tén-may-la- Ahmed-bin-Shafiq!”

Piuhin giat nguoc lai, tya nhu dang tranh mot cit d4m Sau d6, hin mim cudi ngudng mj.
“May 2 mdt phy ni¥ rt diing cam’”.

“Con miy 14 thing sat nhin hén nhat”,

“Péng & tao nén tir tay giét may”.

“Noi tao nghe may du dinh lam gf”.



Hén do du mdt lic, sau d6 mim cudi ngao nghé voi ¢. “Bon tao con vai cong viéc chua hoan tAt tai Vatican. Toi 4c ctia bon Thién Chia gido va thé gioi
phwong Tay doi véi nguoi Hoi gido s€ duge tra thi dit diem Nhung may s€ khdng con song ma chirg kién chién thang vinh quang nay. Liic d6 may da
chét roi. Han ndi véi Muhammad nhitng di€u may biét. Hay lam cho nhitng gio cudi ciing trén trai dat cua may dé chiu”.

Sau khi n6i xong nhitng loi nay, hén quay ngudi bude di. Tén linh gac vira kéo Sarah ra khoi xe vira bit m1eng khén tAm éte 1én miii va mi¢ng 6. Co cao
cau hin. Co giay giua. C6 da duoc vai cai vao dng chan boc sit cla hén. Sau do, thude mé bt dau ngam, va c6 théy minh o ddo té xudng dat. Mot ai
d6 da 1y c6. Mot ai d6 dit ¢o vao thing xe hoi. M6t khudn mit xuat hién trong mot thoi gian ngin nhin xudng cd, trong ¢6 vé td md va, la king thay, rat
tha thiét. Khuon it ctia Muhammad. Sau d6 nép thing xe ddy lai, v ¢6 chim vao bong dém. Khi xe hoi bat dau chuyén banh, ¢ bét tinh nhan su.

Ban dang doc truyén Ngwoi Pura Tin duoc tai mién phi tai ww.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.
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Zug, Thuy St

Gustav Schmidt, trudng doi chdng khing bd thude Cuc Tinh bao Lién bang Thuy S, la mjt dbng minh ctia My trong cude chién chéng lai HOi gido cuc
doan. O mdt dat murée ma cac chinh tri gia tring cir, gioi bao chi, va phén 1on dan ching déu chong My va cude chlen chong khing b ctia Mg, Schmidt
da lang 1& thiét Ap nhirg mdi quan hé ca nhan Vo ddi tac & Washington, dic biét la Adrain Carter. Khi Carter can gidy phép hoat dong trén dat Thuy Si,
Schmidt ngay 1p tirc cho phép. Khi Carter mudn mdt phan tir a-Qaeda bién mét khoi Lién bang, Schmidt thuong bat dén xanh cho ong ta. Con khi
Carter can chd dap may bay, Schmidt thuong cho 6ng ta quyén tiép dat. Bai ha canh tur nhan & Zug, mdt thanh phd cong nghiép giu c6 tai trung tim dat
nuée, thudng I bi dép wa thich ctia Carter khi 6ng ta dén Thuy ST Schmidt ciing rét wa né.

Vira qua nira dém, chiéc may bay phan luc Gulfstream V 16 ra khoi nhimg dam méy va ha xubng dudng bay day tuyét. Nam phit sau, Schmidt da ngdi
d6i dién Carter trong khoang cabin hep. “Ching t6i gip mdt van d”’ Carter ndi. “Noi that voi anh, ching t6i con chua hinh dung dugc toan canh moi
chuyén”. Ong ta dua tay ve phia nguoi cing di. “Pdy 1a Tom. Anha 4y I bac sy. Ching toi nghii s& can anh ta gitip trude khi qua démnay. Thur gian di,
Gustav. Lam mdt coc nao. Co I& chiing ta s&€ phai & day mot luc lau”.

Sau do Carter nhin ra ngoai cira sb ngamtuyet roi va khong ndi gi nira. Ongta khong can phai n6ird. Schmidt da biét van dé a gi. Mot diép vién cua
Carter dang gip nan, con Carter khong chic nguoi diép vién d6 c6 sbng sét ndi ma quay tro vé hay khong, Schmidt mé chai brandy va ling I8 udng
Trong nhitng e nhur thé nay, anh ta mimg vi minh 1 ngwoi Thuy Si

Ciing ltic d6, nhidu nguoi ciing dang thire khuya tai tram hang khong chung sén bay Kloten. Ngwdi dang cho khong phai la mt canh sat cao cap ngudi
Thuy Sima la Moshe, bodel (mbt diép vién) dén tir Paris. Vao lic 12 gio 45 phit, bon nguoi khac xuat hién tir phia tram va lao minh vao con bao tuyet.
Moshe nhan coi chiéc Audi A8 khién bon ngudi nhat loat quay lai va di vé phia anh. Yaakov, Mikhail, va Eli Lavon ngdi bang sau xe. Gabriel ngdi dang
trudc.

“Co ay dau?”

“Pang di chuyén vé hudng Nany”

“Céau lai xe di”, Gabriel ra énh.

Sarah thirc ddy v6i cam gidc toan than lanh budt, tai co ong ong Vi tiéng rit ctia vo banh xe trén mit nhya duong uét. Minh dang ¢ dau day? C6 nghi
tham, sau d6 nh6 lai. C6 dang ¢ trong thing xe Mercedes, lam nguoi khach bat dac di cia Muhammad trong chuyén hanh trinh dém di t6i sy quén lang
Cham chdm, timg chit mot, ¢6 ghép lai nhitng mau thong tin trong ngay, mot ngay duong nhur dai vo tan, r6i xép ching lai theo thir tyr. Zizi ngdi trén méy
bay trirc thang nhin dong hd deo tay trong khi RA LENH BUA CO VAO TUYET LO. Va Jean- Michel, nguoi ban dong hanh trong chuyen di, tranh
thix chop it vai phit trén duong di Cudi cling I tén qudi vat Ahmed bin Shafiq, hén canh co véi ¢b ring vu tim mau clia hén tai Vatican van chura
chim dirt. C6 nghe ving ving bén tai giong ndi déu déu nhu nhip tréng ctia hn.

T6i mudn biét tén g lién lac v6i o trén bi bién Saline...

Cau 4y a Yaakov, ¢6 nghi Cau 4y dang gi4 gip tram Jn my.

Tao mubn biét tén con nhoé di khap khiéng gin LeTetou trong bita tiéc ti ctia Zi. ..

C6 4y 11 Dina, c6 nghi. “Ngudi con sdng sét” dang suc si chi bao thil

Tao mubn biét tén gi dan 6ng da im d6 nrou Ién ddng nghiép ciia tao tai Saint-Jean. ..


http://ebookfull.net

Anh 4y i Gabriel, c6 nghi. Mot ngiy khong xa anh dy s& dén giét my.
Bon ho da di hét rdi, may chi con mot minh. ..
Khong, tao khong mot minh, ¢6 nghi. Ho dang ¢ dy cing tao, tit ca moi nguoi.

Trong tim twéng, ¢4 hinh dung ho dang den cru minh trong man tuyét roi day dc. Ho 6 kip dén trude khi Muhammad dira ¢6 vio gidc nga vinh hing
ém i khong? Ho co dén kip lic dé biét vé bi mit ma Ahmed bin Shafiq d4 cao ngao phun ra voi ¢6 khong? Sarah biét co c6 thé gitip ho. Co c6 thong
tin Muhammad mudn va ¢6 c6 thé khai theo nhanh hay cham tiry minh thich, hay theo nhirng chi tiét co chon. Khai cham thdi, ¢ nghi. Ching viéc gi phai
voi vang.

Khi Sarah tinh day lan tiép theo, chiéc xe dang nd may rén vang. Khong con tiéng it ctia banh xe trén mit nhira dudng 4m uot nita. C6 vé nhu ho dang
cay qua lop tuyét day trén con duong gd ghé. Mot phut sau, diéu ndy duoc khing dinh khi nhirng chiéc banh khong con lan ndi chiéc xe hoi khlen mot
trong nhlmg tén ngodi trong xe phai ra ngoai day Khi chiéc xe dimg ]a1 lan nita, Sarah nghe tiéng Ardp va tiéng Prrc glong Thuy Si, saudo6 la tiéng cac
khop ndi bang kim loai bi dong cimg. Ho tiép tuc 14i xe mdt ic 1au, rdi dimg lai in thir ba - theo ¢6 doan day ciing i An cudi boi dong co xe hoi ngay
1ap tirc im bat.

Thing xe bt m6. Hai khuon mit xa la ci xubng Saraky; bdn ban tay tim ldy ¢6 nhc ra ngoai. Ching dung c6 dimg thing roi tha tay ra, nhung dau gdi
¢6 mem nhiin khién Sarah d6 sup xudng tuyt. Biéu ndy c6 vé khién bon chiing khodi chi, vi bon chiing ¢t dimg d6 cuoi nhao mit I trurde khi nhic 6
dung thang day lan niva.

Sarah nhin quanh. Ho dang dtng giita mot bi dét tréng lon, xung quanh stmg stng nhitng cay thong va linh sam. C6 mdt ngdinha van hinh chir A, méi
dbc dimg va mdt khu nha phu hoan toan riéng biét. Hai chiéc jeep truyén dong bon banh dang dd canh day nha phu. Troi do tuyét day dac. Sarah, van
bi bit mit, cam thay nhur troi dang rdc tan tro xudng noi nay.

Muhammad xuét hién, hén git Ién bang tiéng Ardp voi hai tén dang gitr Sarah dimg thing Ching tién modt bude vé phia ngdi nha van, nghi rang co s€ di
theo. Nhung chan Sarah cong lai vi lanh nén khong cat bude ndi. Co ging théu thio voi chiing rang minh dang bi dong ctmg t6i mirc sap chét nhung
khong thé thét nén 10, nhung céi lanh cling ¢6 ich: n6 1am diu di sy dau don ctia nhitg cu dAm & mit va bung,

Ching x6¢ nach va eo Sarah dé 16i ¢6 di. Chén c6 tao thanh hai vét dai song song trén nén tuyét. Chéing bao lu ching nhu bong rét vi qua lanh. C6 ¢b
1h6 lai minh da di gi bubi sang hom do. Gidy xiing dan dé bing - d6i mi Nadia da mua ting c6 tai Gustavia, n6 rit hop véi bd do co miic téi Le Tetou.
Ching di vong ra phia sau ngdi nha van. O day, nhimg céi cdy moc gin hon, cach ngdi nha chua dén 30 thude. Mot tén linh gac vira dimg canh vira xuyt
x0a Vi rét, miéng ngamdleu thude con chan dam dam cho bét lanh. Ria méi che phii Iop tuwong boc ngoai ngdi nha, noi chat day cii dbt. Ching kéo co
qua ngudng ctra xuong nhiing béc thang bang xi ming. Van chura thé tyr minh bude > di, hai ban chén t€ cong cta Sarah dap vao timg bac thang dau
diéng, C6 bat dau ra Ién vi dau, tiéng i nghe thit tim, nhung nhitng ké tra tAn ¢6 van khong thém dém xia.

Ching 161 Sarah t6i mdt canh cira dugc khép kin va khoa bang khda moc. Mot tén linh gac mo khoa, diy cira ra rdi bat dén lén. Muhammad bude vao
phong trude. Sau d6 nhitng tén linh gac mang Sarah vao.

Cin phong nhd hinh vuéng, mdi bé chua dén 3 mét. Tuong méu tréng str. Cac burc anh nhitng ngurdi Ardp tai Abu Ghraib. Nhitng nguoi Ardp dang bi
nhdt tai vinh Guantanamo. Mot tén khing b Hoi gido dang xach chiéc dau vira bi chat ciia con tin ngudi My. O giita phong ¢6 chiée ban bang kim loai
duoc gin be vit vao san nha. O ) gitta ban c6 mot cai moc sit, trén d6 treo mot cap cong tay. Sarah hét Ién va d4mda bon ching. Di nhién hanh 1dong d6
14 v6 ich. Mot tén dé tay c6 xudng ban, con tén kia deo cong vao tay c6. Mot chiée ghé duoc kéo dén phia sau Sarah. Hai ban tay nhdn ¢6 ngdi xudng
gheé. Muhammad xé toang khan bit mét roi tat c6 hai cai.
“May san sang n6i chira?”
oi”,
“Khong néi ddi nira chir?”
C6 lic dau.
“N6i di, Sarah. Khong ndi déi nira”.
“Khong-noi-ddi-nira”
“May s& néi v6i tao tit ca nhitng gi may biét chir?”
“Tét ca”.
“May lanh khong?”
“Pang chét cong”.

“May mudn udng thir gi nong khong?”



Cb gat dau.

“Tra duoc khong? May udng tra nhé, Sarah”,

C6 gt dau Jin nira.

“May thurong udng tra nhur thé ndo, Sarah?”

“Ong n6i thit 4?”

“May ubng tra nhur thé nao?”

“Voi xyanua 17,

Hin ta cudi khong chut x6t throng. “May nén thiy minh may mén ddy. Ching ta s& udng tra, sau d6 s& noi chuyén”.

Ca ba tén déu roi khoi phong. Muhammad dong cira 10 caimoc khoa lai. Sarah guc dAu xubng ban va nhim miét. Trong tam tri ¢ mot hinh anh dang
hinh thanh - hinh anh cta chiéc dong hd DANG kéu tich tac dém nguoc dén Itc ¢6 bixir tir hinh. Muhammad mang tra dén cho ¢6. Sarah mo lop vo
thuy tinh boc ngoai chiéc dong ho turdng tugng va chuyén kim dong hd nguoc lai nam phit.

Chu thich

* % %

1. Mét loai thude doc cuc manh.

Chwrong 34

Bang Uri, Thuy St

Ching mang tra kiéu Ardp dung trong mjt chiéc Iy nho. Tay Sarah van dang bi cong, Dé ubng tra, cO phai cti dau xuong sat ban hiip sot soat trong khi
Muhammad nhin c6 ddy khinh bi. Hén khong hé dong t6i tach tra ctia minh. Tach tra dit gitta quyén s6 ghi chép ctia hin va khéu sing luc da nap dan.

“Céc 6ng khong thé khién t6i bbe khoi rdi cho ring khong ai chii y dén diéu nay”, ¢o noi.

Hén nhin Ién r01 chop mét nhanh vai lan. Sarah, gio day khong con bi vurong viu boi abaya (khén bit mit), quan sat ki hén trong anh dén choi chang cta
phong tham van. Hin bi h6i dén dinh dau, $0 toc va rau it 6i con lai duoc cdt ngin bang nhau. D6i miét den an kin mot phan sau kinh, phan chleu anh dén
Jap lanh mbi khi héin ngude nhin 1én tir quyén s6 ghi chép. Nét mit héin c6i mo, va chén thit mot cach la ing, khong giong mot ngudi thim van. Khuon
mit héin, khi khong quat thao de doa d4nh c6, nhin c6 vé kha d& chiu. Do lic Sarah c6 cam gidc hin giéng nhu mdt nha bao tré hing hai mudn diit cau
héi cho mot chinh tri gia dang ding trén buc.

“Moi ngudi & Luan Don déu biét t6i dén bién Carib¢ cung Zizi”, ¢6 noi. “Toi & gAn hai tudn trén chiéc Alexandra. Moi ngu(‘)i’théy t6i cling an ti v6i ong
ta tai cac nha hang ¢ ddo Saint Bart’s. Toi ra bai bién cing Nadia. C6 ghi chép ve chuyén bay t0i roi Saint Maarten va chuyen bay t6i dén Zurich. Cac
ngudi khong the khien toi bien mat & Thuy Si. Cac nguoi s€ khong bao gio thoat tdi duoc™.

“Nhung moi chuyén khong xay ra nhu vay”, Muhhammad néi. “May thay ddy, mot lic sau khi chuyén bay ctia mily ha canh, may dang ky tai khach san
Dolder Grand. Ngudi tiép vién klemtra 1o chiéu cua may, theo nhur thong I¢ 6 Thuy Si, 10i chuyén thong tin &n canh sat Thuy ST, cting theo thong 6.
Sau vai tleng nghi ngoi, may thirc ddy, 16i sau khi udng ca phé sang, may dén phong tap thé duc ctia khach san dé > luyén tap vao budi sang, Sau d6 may
s& tim rdi thay do dé di gap khach hang theo nhur cude hen. Mot chiéc xe hoi s& don may vao lic 9 gio 45 phit 10i dua may dén khu nha & ctia Herr
Klarsfeld ¢ Zurichberg. O d6, mdt vai ngudi gip viéc trong nha ciia Herr Klarfeld s& thdy miy. Sau khi xem xét birc Manet, méy s& goi cho 6ng ak
Bakari thong bao ring may khong thé dat dugc thoa thuan vé gia ban. May s& trd lai khach san Dolder Grand, Iim thil tuc rdi khéch san, sau d6 ra phi
truong Kloten dap mdy bay tr¢ Jai Luan Don. May s& nghi ngoi hai ngayy trong can ho ¢ Chelsea. Trong khoang thoi gian ndy, may thuc hién vai cude goi
VA tiéu tién trén the tin dung. Sau do, that khong may, may s& bién mat khong 101 giai thich”

“Co tala ai?”

“Tao chi 6 thé n6i co ta khé gidng may, di gibng dé c6 thé di lai bang ho chiéu clia miy va ra vao ciin b clia mity ma khong khién hing x6m nghi ngd.
Ching tao ¢6 ngudi giip 45 ¢ chau u, Sarah, nhitng ngudi tro gitip da trang”.

“Cénh sat s& lan theo Ziz”.

“Khéng ai lan theo Zizi al-Bakari. Di nhién canh sat s& c6 nhimg cau hoi, va s& dugc cac lut su ctia ngai al-Bakari tra 101 vao khoang thoi gian thich hop.
Van dé nay s& duoc xir ly ém thim va chu dao. Pay chinh la uru the cta nguoi Ardp Xeit. Bon tao thye sy dimg trén luat phap. Nhung bay gior hay
quay tro lai van d¢€ trude mat”.

Hén nhin xubng g5 g5 dau bit mot cach thiéu kién nhin vao quyén sd ghi chép trong tron.

“May s tra 101 nhitng cau héi cta tao chir, Sarah?”



Co ght dau.

“Hay ni vang, Sarah. Tao mudn méy quen véi viéc thim van”.

“Vang”, c0 tra 1oi.

“Vang cai gi?”

“Vang, t61 s€ tra 101 nhiing cau hdi ctia 6ng”.

“Tén ctia may c6 phai 1a Sarah Bancroft khong?”’

“Vang”.

“Rét tot. Ngiy va noi sinh ciia may c6 dtng nhur trén ho chiéu khong?”
“Cha may c6 that sy 1 Uy vién Hoi dong Quén trj ctia Citibank khong?”,
“C6 phai may hoc trurong Pai hoe Dartmouth, sau d6 hoc sau dai hoc tai Vién Courtauld ¢ Luan Don khong?”
“Phai”.

“C6 phai may 1a nguoi viét bai uan vin duoc danh gia cao v& Chi nghia Biéu hién Biire khi hoc tién sy tai Harvard khong?”
“Ping vay”.

“C6 phai may dang lam cho Cuc Tinh bdo Trung wong trong khodng thoi gian nay khong?”
“Khong”.

“May gia nhap CIA khi nao?”

“Toi chua bao gio gia nhap CIA”.

“May dang ni dbi, Sarah”.

“T6i khong noi dbi”.

“May gia nhap CIA khi nao?”

“Toi khong phai la CIA”.

“Thé may m cho ai?”

Co6 imlang.

“Tra 101 cau hoi di, Sarah. May dang lam cho ai?”

“Ong biét t6i dang lam cho af”.

“Tao muén nghe chinh may n6i ra didu nay”.

“T61 dang Iam vi€c cho Cuc Tinh bdo cua Israel”.

Hin g& kinh ra, nhin c6 mot lc.

“May dang n6i sy that chir, Sarah?”

“Vang”.

“Tao c6 thé nhan ra néu may néi doi”.

“Toi biét”.



“May nmudn ubng thém tra khong?”

Cb gt dau.

“Tra 10i tao di, Sarah. May c6 mudn udng thém tra khong?”

“C6, t6i mudn udng thém tra”.

Muhammad dga nguodi ra thanh ghe va dép tay vao cira phong. Canh cira mo6 ra ngay Iap tirc, Sarah nhin thiy hai tén dang dimg géc bén ngoai. “Thém
tra”, Muhammad n6i voi ching bang tiéng Anh, sau d6 gié' sang trang moi trong quyén s6 ghi chép 101 ngude 1én nhin Sarah v6i khubn mét him ho va coi
mo. Sarah dura tay 1én chiéc dong hd trdng tuong va cong thém murdi phut dé sng nita.

Mac du Sarah khong biét viéc ndy, nhung noi thAm V.':All’l‘ ¢ 1a khu Uri co l’lhiél,l nguoi theo dao Thién Chia La M3, ¢ vimg quén ma ngudi Thuy ST thuong
hay triu mén goi la Khu Trung tdm Thuy Si. Ngdi nha nim ¢ hém nti hep bi cat boi mot nhanh ctia s6ng Reuss. Chi ¢ mt con duong vao hémnii va
mot ngdi lang don ddc nam xiéu veo bén trén. Uz Navot xem xét nhanh ngdi nha, sau d6 quay lai 1i xe xuong hém nii. Theo kinh nghiém ctia anh, nguoi
Thuy Si la mot trong nhitng dan tdc than trong nhat trén the gioi.

Nhimng ke ngudi Ardp Xeédt da ¢b cit dudi anh & Zurich, nhung Navot da duoc chuan bi. Anh Iuén tin ring khi theo dudi mot ngudi chuyén nghiép dang
nghi minh s& bi theo ddi, t5t nhét nén dé hén ta nghi ring that sy hén ta dang bi theo dbi - va quan trong hon, rang nhig bién phap phong ngira cia hén
¢6 tac dung. Navot da hi sinh ba nguoi theo doi cia minh & bic Zurich dé khién hén tin nhur vAy. Chinh Navot 1 nguoi da di theo chiéc Mercedes voi
bién s ngoai giao queo vao khu phd Cong Nghiép, va hai muroi phitt sau chinh Navot da theo dudi bon ching rdi khoi Zurich.

Nhém cta anh tap hop lai & doc bién Zurichsee va cling anh theo ddi chiéc xe di huéng nam voi Uri. Thoi tiét xAu da gilp ho c6 thém Iop bao vé, ciing
nhu bay gior thoi tiét dang gitp Navot khi anh ra khoi xe nhin king & qua hang cay day déc xudng ngdi nha van, voi khdu stng trong ban tay dang gio len.
Ba muroi phiit sau, sau khi quan sat xong khu dét va cac bién phap an ninh, anh ngdi vao sau tay l4i, chay xe xudng hém ni vé phia thung ling song
Reuss. T6inoi, anh dd xe tai bai dat doc bd song cho Gabriel tir Zurich sang,

“Ai 14 s§ quan chi huy may?”’

“T6i khong biét tén anh ta”.

“Tao s& h6i miy thém lan nita. Tén sy quan chi huy cia miy  gi?”

“T6i da n6i voi Ong, 16i khong biét anh ta. ft nhit 14 tén that cva anh ta”.

“May biét han dudi cai tén nio?”

Pumg tiét 16 Gabriel, 6 nghi. C6 thdt ra cai tén dau tién xuat hién trong dau.

“Anh ta ti xung 1a Ben”.

“Bena?”

“Vang, Ben”.

“May chic chir? Ben?”

“D6 khdng phai 1a tén thit cua anh ta. D6 chi 1a t€n anh ta ty goi minh”.

“Sao miy biét d6 khong phai i tén that ctia hin?”

C6 thdm cam on su chinh xéc trong cau hdi ctia Muhammad, vi viée niy s& gitip ¢6 cong thém vai phit vao chiéc dong hd tudng tuong,

“Vianh ta bao voi t01 d6 khong phai 1a tén that cua anh ta”.

“May tin hiin a?”

“T6i nghii minh chiing c6 1i do g khong tin anh ta”.

“May gap ngudi dan 6ng nay khi nao?”

“Lic d6 1a thang 12”.

“O dau?”

“O Washington’”.



“Thoi gian ndo trong ngay?”

“Vao budi to7”.

“Anh ta dén nha may. Noi may lam viéc?””

“Lic d6 1a sau gio im. Toi dang trén dudng vé nha”

“K¢é tao nghe moi viéc dién ra nhur thé ndo, Sarah. K¢é tao nghe moi thir”.
Va ¢6 lam diing theo 161 hin, ké timg méu mdt, timg chit mot.

“Can nha ching dua may t6i [a & dau?”

“O Georgetown’”.

“Puong nao & Georgetown?”

“Troi t6i Fim. Toi khong nho”,

“Puodng nao & Georgetown, Sarah?”

“Duodng N, t6i nghi thé”.

“May nghi, hay iy biét?”

“Do la duong N”.

“Pia chi?”

“Khong co dia chi”.

“Day nha nao?”

“T6i khong nhd noi”,

“N6 ndm ¢ Dong hay Tay dai 16 Winconsin, Sarah?”

“Ong biét Georgetown a?”

“Pong hay Tay?”

“Tay. Chéc chén 1 phia Tay’”.

“Day nha nao, Sarah?”

“To6i nghi I3 giira dy ba nuroi ba va ba nuroi tu”.

“May nghi?”

“Giita day ba nuroi ba va ba nuroi tu”.

“Phia duong nao?”

“Y ong la gi?”

“Phia dudng ndo, Sarah? Bac hay Nam?”

“Nam Chéc chén i phia Nani”,

Vo Iiic 2 gior 45 phit sang, Navot nhin thy chiéc Audi dang chay véi té¢ d9 nhanh t6i mitc nguy hiém, trong didu kién thoi tiét khic nghiét thé ny. Khi
chice xe lao ngang qua lamban tuyet va bun sang hai bén, anh thoang nhin thay khu6n mit cang thing cta bon nguoi dang ngdi trong xe. Anh ly dién
thoai bam so. ““Anh vira phong ngang qua nit t61”, anh n6i binh tinh, sau 6 nhin vao guong thiy chi€c Audi cua gap lai gan nhu muon 1at. Tir tir thoi,
Gabriel, anh nghi. Tir tir thoi.

“Ngudi dau tién phong vin may 1 ai? Ngudi ctia CIA hay tén Do Thai?”

“Nguoi My



“Ho hoi may nhitng diéu gi?”
“Chiing t6i n6i chung chung v& cude chién chéng khing bé™.
“Vidu?”

“Ong ta hoi t6i theo ti nghi can phai xur I nhur thé no ddi véi nhimg tén khing bo. Bon ching nén duge dua t6i My dé xét xir hay giét tai hién truong
bdi nhitng ngudi mac do den?”

“Nhitng nguoi mic db den?”

“Do 1a cach 6ng ta goi ho”.

“C6 nghia 1a Lyc luong Pac nhiém? Nhitng tén thudc doi chuyén am sat ciia CIA? Hay SEAL cua Hai quan?”
“Toi nghii vay”.

“Thé may tra 101 héin nhur thé nao?”

“Ong thue sy mubn biét 42

“Néu khong thi tao da khong hoi”,

Thé I ¢6 ké cho hén nghe, timg chit mot.

Ho dimg thanh vong tron doc bd song trong khi Navot nhanh chong thuat lai cho Gabriel tht c4 nhing thong tin anh néim duroc.
“C6 linh canh ndo nita & san khong, hay chi hai tén & cong truée?”

“Toi khong biét”.

“C6 bao nhi€u tén bén trong ngdi nha?”

“Toi khong biét”.

“Cau c6 thiy bon ching dua ¢6 Ay vao dau khong?”

“Khong”.

“C6 xe cd nao khac chay trén duong khong?”’

“Puong niy rat it xe ¢o”.

“Thong tin nhu vay khong da, Uz”.

“T6i da lam hét kha ndng ctia minh 7.

“Toi biét”.

“Toi nghi anh ¢6 hai phuong an, Gabriel a. Phuong dn mdt: thyrc hign mdt phi vu khéc. Viée nity s& mit thoi gian. Khong phéi 1 khong c6 rti ro. Néu
thay ching ta t6i, dau tién bon ching s€ gict chét Sarah”.

“Phurong an hai?”’

“Xong thing vao. T6i chon phurong 4n hai. Chi Chiia moi biét Sarah dang phai chiu dung nhing gi & trong d6”.

Gabriel nhin xubng tuyét suy nghi mot lic. “Ching ta s& dot nhap vao ngay by gio”, anh quyét dinh. “Cau, Mikhail, Yaakov, va to7”.

“Giai ciru con tin khong phai nghé cia i, Gabriel. Toi chi d ngudi dua tin”.

“Pay ciing khong phai i nghé ctia Eli, nhung ti can it nhit bon ngudi. Moshe va Eli s& ngdi doi trong xe hoi. Khi t6i ra d4u, ho s& dén dén ching ta”.
“Khi ndo thi gii ngudi Do Théi dén?”

“Toi khong thé nhé thoi gian dich xac”.

“Khoang nao?”’



“T6i khong nhé duge. Vao khoang nira tiéng sau khi t6i dén, nhur vay t6i doan khoang bay gio”.
“Thé hén xung minh B Ben a?”

“Khong phai ngay lic d6”.

“Ban dau hin ding tén khéc 42"

“Khong. Ban du anh ta khong xung tén”,
“T4 hén cho tao nghe thir”.

“Anh ta ngudi kha nho nhin”.

“Hin ta mip hay gay?”

“Gay”.

“Rét gﬁy‘?”

“Anh ta khong qua gay”.

“C6 toc chir?”

“VAng”,

“Mau toc?”

“Mau den”.

“Ngfn hay dai?”

“Téc hén ¢6 khic ndo bi mudi tiéu khong?”
“Khong”

Muhammad binh tinh dat cay bt lén quyén sb. “May dang no6i ddi tao, Sarah. Néu may noi dbi tao an nita, cudc chuyén trd cia ching ta s& chim dut.
Bon tao s€ ding cach khac d€ moi thong tin ctia may. Hi€u chua?”

C6 gt dau.

“Tra o1 tao di, Sarah”.

“Véng, t0i hiéu”.

“Tot”.

“Bay gio hay ta chinh xac cho tao nghe cai gd Do Thai tu goi minh [a Ben”.

Ban dang doc truyén Nguoi Puea Tin duge ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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“Dai hon mit chit”.

“Mau den?”

“Vang”,

“Nhung ¢6 mdt vai chd mudi tiéu, ding khong? Chinh xac 13 hai bén thai dwong”,
“Vang, hai bén thai dwong ctia anh ta toc mudi tiéu”

“Bay gioy dén doi mét. Poi mit hin mau xanh, ding khéng? Xanh dén mirc bat thuong”.
“Mt anh ta rat xanh”.

“Ga nay co tai nang dac biét, dung khong?”

“Anh ta c6 nhiéu tai nang”.

“Hén ta c6 kha néng phuc ché tranh?”

“Véng”,

“May chic chin Ja chua timng bao gid nghe tén hén ta chir?”

“T6i ndi v6i dng rdi. Anh ta xung minh i Ben'”

“Tao biét rdi, nhung hén ¢ bao gid n6i vé& minh voi cai tén khac khong?”

“Khong, khong bao gio™.

“May chic chur, Sarah?”

“Chéc chin. Anh ta goi minh | Ben”.

“P6 khong phai i tén that ciia ban, Sarah. Tén ciia hdn i Gabriel Allon. Hin ta 1 ké chuyén giét nguoi Palestine. Bay gior hily ké tao nghe chuyén gi da
xay ra sau khi héin dén cin nha tai Georgetown

C6 tAm bang hiéu tai 16i vao con dudng din dén ngdi nha van. TAm bang ghi dong chit “CA NHAN”. Céng an ninh niim thut vao 300 mét giita nhiing
hang cay. Gabriel va Navot di chuyén ¢ mit phia con duong, Mikhail va Yaakov phia bén kia. Tuyét roi day dic doc ria con duong dan Ién hém nii,
nhung trong rimg cdy thi it tuyét hon. Nhin qua cip kinh hdng ngoai, tuyét anh Ién mau xanh phin quang ma quai trong khi than nhitng cay thng va linh
sam c6 miu den ndi bat. Gabriel bd 1én phia trude, cin thin tranh nhimg canh cdy bi rét xudng co thé tao thanh tiéng ric dum strc nang bude chan anh.
Swr im king ddy chét choc bao phii khu rimg, Gabiel nghe dugc tiéng tim minh dép thinh thich trong 1ong ngure va 4m thanh tiéng bude chan ciia Navot
ngay dang sau. Anh ndm khau Beretta bang ca hai tay - hai ban tay khong deo ging,

Di chuyép trong rimg durge murdi im phit thi anh nhin thay ngdi nha dAu tién. C6 anh dén tir cira s6 ting trét, con trén lu hai chi c6 mdt canh ctra s0
phan chicu anh sang. Nhiing tén linh gac dang tri lanh trong mdt chiec xe jeep. Pong co xe dang chay, nhung dén pha xe da tat. Cra dang mo.

“Céu bén c6 6t khong, Mikhail?”

“Duoc”.

“Tén ndo c4u ha duoc nhanh nhét tir goc dang dimg?”

“Tén tai x&”,

“Khoang cach gin 50 bg, Mikhail. Cau c6 thé ha hin gon gang khong?”

“Toi ¢6 thé giét duoc han”.

“Ban vao dau, Mikhail. Ching ta can ha bon chiing that ém thani”.

“To1 lam duroc”.

“Cau ngam di roi doi hiéu énh ciia t6i. Ching ta s& ban ciing mot lic. Chiia ciing chéng gitp duoc ching ta néu ban truot”.
“Thé 1a Allon yéu cau may gitip hin?”

“Vang”.



“Va may dong y?”

“Ding vay”.

“Negay lap tre?”

“Ding iy

“Khong do dy™.

“Khong”.

“Tai sao khong?”’

“Bai vi bon may ddc ac. Vitao ghét bon may”.

“May c4n than cai miéng day”.

“May mubn nghe sur thit ma”,

“Sau d6 chuyén gi xay ra?”

“Tao bo viéc tai bao tang Phillips va chuyén dén Luan Don”.

Gabriel ngim k¥ tén dang ngdi ghé sau.

“Cau san sang chura, Mikhail?”’

“Sén sang”.

“Bin hai phat, theo hiéu Iénh cta t6i. Nam, bén, ba, hai...”

Gabriel kéo co stng hai lan. B6n 16 thing xuat hién gan nhu ngay lp tirc trén cura kinh chiéc xe jeep. Anh lao nude rit doc con duong xuyén qua lop
tuyét day dén dau gdi, Navot theo bén got, rdi tién vé chiéc xe mdt cach can thin, tay gio' khau Beretta. Mikhail ban dwoc hai phat chét ngudi vao dau
tén tai xé, nhung gi nmi Gabriel ban chi bi tring vao mé va ngure trén nén van chua chét hin.

Gabriel ban héin thém hai phat xuyén qua Ip ctra kinh sau xe, sau d6 dimg bat dong trong gidy lit, méit quét khép dia hinh tim xem c6 déu hiéu ndo cho
thay sur hién dién cta ho da bi 16 khong? Chinh Navot la ngurdi nhin thay tn linh gac dang bude ra khoi rimg céy ¢ canh trai ngbi nha, con Mikhail la
ngudi ha gue han bang mdt phét dan duy nhét vao dau, khién mau va éc phut ra tung toe trén Iop tuyét tring trinh nguyén. Gabriel quay ngudi bing qua
khu dét tréng tién vé phia ngdi nha, theo sau 1 ba dong doi ctia minh.

“Hay ké tao nghe vé ga Julian Isherwood nay”.

“Julian 1 mdt nguoi rat ngot ngio”.

“Hén ta nguoi nguoi Do Théi a?”

“T6i chura bao gio hoi nén khong biét”.

“Julian Isherwood Ia di€p vién lau nam ctia Cyc Tinh bao Israel phai khong?”

“T6i khong biét”.

“Vay thi sau khi rdi khoi bao tang Phillips, may dén lam tro Iy gidm dbc ngay lp ttre cho Julian Isherwwod a2

“Ding vay”.

“Nhung miy 1 dan khong chuyén. May duoc hudn luyén vao thoi gian nio?”

“Vao ban dém”.

“O dau?”

“Tai ngdi nha ndng thon phia Nam Lun Pon”.

“Ngdi nha nong thon nay ndm ¢ dau?”



“To6i nghi 13 & Surrey. T6i chura bao gio nhé dugc tén ngdi lang”.
“D6 c6 phai  can nha an toan ¢ dinh ctia bon Israel khong?”
“Mot cin nha thué. Rat tam bo”.

“C6 nhiing ngudi khac ngoai Allon cha?”

“Vang”.

“Ching str dung nhitng ngudi khéc dé giip huin luyén may 42"
“Vang”.

“Cho tao biét tén bon ching”.

“Mot s6 nguoi tir Tel Aviv sang, nhung ho khong cho biét tén”.
“Con nhitng thanh vién khac trong d6i Luan Pon ctia Allon thi sao?”’
“Ong muén biét gi vé bon ho”.

“Cho tao biét tén ciia bon ching”.

“Lam on dimg bt t6i im diéu nay”.

“Cho tao biét tén bon ching, Sarah”.

“Lamon, dimg ép t61".

Hén danh ¢6 manh dén ndi ddy ¢ té ngira khoi ghé. C6 khuyu & d6 mot lat, cong tay bim sau vao cb tay, trong khi hin gio 16n doi c6 tiét 16 tén.
“N6i cho tao biét tén ctia bon ching, Sarah. Tét ca céc tén’”.

“Co6 mdt nguoi tén [a Yaakov”.

“Con ai khac nita?”

“Yossi”.

“Cho tao m0t cai tén khac, Sarah”.

“El”.

“Tén khac”.

“Tén khac”.

“Rimona”.

“Pay ciing 1 nhing dira theo may dén Saint-Bart phai khong?”
“Ding vay”.

“Ai la g 1n dAu tiép can may trén bai bién tai Saline?”

“Yaakov”.

“Ai 1 nguroi phu nit dé lai tin nhéin trong phong tim cho miy tai nha hing ¢ Saline?”
“Rimona”.

“Ai 14 ¢ gai bi tat chin dén nha hang Le Tetou ngay true khi miy vao nha vé sinh?”’

“Dina”



“Bon chiing déu 1a ngudi Do Thai phai khong”.

“Diéu ndy khién miy ngac nhién 42”

“Con may thi sao, Sarah? May c¢d phai la nguoi Do Thai khong?”
“Khong, tao khdng phai 1a nguoi Do Thai”.

“Thé thi tai sao may gitip bon ching?”

“Vi tao ghét bon may”.

“U, va may hly nhin xem my phéi lanh hau qua gi”.

Ho gip thémmot tén linh gic nita trude khi vao duoc ngbi nha. Hin dang di phia bén phai ho, dén khic cua, hin ngu ngbe budc ra chd trdng voi vii khi
gidt bén hong. Gabriel va Mikhail no sting cung lic. Nhitng phat stng im king do gan nong giam thanh, nhung tén linh gic thét 1én dau don khi loat dan
tring ngyc hin. Hai gurong nit, gidng hinh ndm trong khu tap bin thir, dot ngdt xuat hién trong nhiing 6 ctra 56 duoc chiéu sang - mot tén & tang trét
ngay trurde mit Gabriel, tén thir hai & trén lau chd dinh mai nha. Gabriel ha guc tén & cira s6 lau mdt trong khi Mikhail chdm séc tén & cira s6 Jau hai.

Bay gio ho khong con yéu t6 bét ngd nita. Gabriel va Mikhail vira én nong sting vira lao qua khoang san dai ba muroi bd vé phia cira tnrde. Yaakov cd
nhiéu kinh nghiém thAm nhép chd trt n ctia bon khing b tai By Tay va dai Gaza nén chay trude dan duong, Anh ta khong thém dém xia dén chdt cai
ctra. Thay vi vy, anh ta xa mdt loat dan vao giita cira tiéu diét bat cir tén ndo dang & phia bén kia cira, sau d6 ban ving khoa va rim cira bang gd.
Navot, nguoi to In nhét trong bén nguoi, quéing than hinh ctia minh dap vao canh cira, khién canh cira d6 sap nhu quan cd domind.

Ba nguoi kia ngay p tirc dat chén lén sanh vao nha. Gabriel canh chimg khong gian bén tréi, Yaakov chinh giita, con Mikhail bén phai. Gabriel, van
dang deo klnhhongngoa], nhin thiy g3 anh ban ha qua I6p cua s dang nim giira ving mau trén san nha. Yaakov va Mikhail nd sing ngay lp tirc, va
Gabriel nghe tiéng thét clia hai tén khac vira bi ban ha. Ho tién sau hon vio ngdi nha, tim théy bac thang dan xubng tang him, va di xudng. Ching ta s&
bit dau tir chd d6, Gabriel da ndi. Nhimg keé tra tin luon thich lim cong viée ctia minh dudi dét.

C6 dang ké lai cho hin ngay dién ra vu ban tranh thi nghe c6 tiéng néo loan trén lau. Muhammad khlén Sarah im miéng bang cach tat manh vao mt co,
sau d6 dimg day, tay cAm sing, di chuyén nhanh chéng vé phia ctra. Vai gidy sau c6 nghe tiéng thét, tleng Ja hét va tiéng chan niing né trén bac cu thang,
Muhammad quay ngudi lai, di sing vao mit ¢6. Sarah, tay van dang bi cong cimg vao ban, ctii dAu xubng theo phan xa giita hai tay khi héin nd hai phét
sting. Trong can phong nho tiéng sting nghe nhur tiéng dai bac. Loat dan xé toang I6p khong khi ngay trén dau Sarah va ghim vao birc tuong phia sau

lung,

Muhammad thét Kn trong con thinh n khi thy Sarah thoat khoi loat dan ctia minh, va bude Ién mot bude nira, tiép tuc nha dan. Dot nhién canh cira doé
sam xubng nhur bi ving ra do bom no Canh ctra dép vao ung Muhammad khién hin d6 nhao xudng san. Khiu sing van nim trong tay Muhammad.
Han guong day, quy trén mot dau gbi dua stng ngim bén co mot Jan nita trude khi hai nguoi dan ong kip lao qua canh cira, khudn niit trim kin. Bon ho
ban ha Muhammad. Ho nd sting vao ngudi Muhammad cho dén khi khdng con vién dan ndo nira.

Ho théo cong tay va cim cho Sarah, diu c6 qua thi thé ctia nhitng ngudi da chét. Khi ra ngoai troi, ¢6 lao vao vong tay ciia Gabriel nhur mot dira tre.
Anh dua c6 qua khu dat trong phu day tuyet, qua con duong nho dan t6i dudng cai, noi Lavon va Moshe dang cho trong hai chiéc xe hoi. Ve tinh king
ctia khu rirmg bi x40 tron béi tiéng khoc rung rirc cua cd.

“T6i phai néi cho bon chiing nghe nhiéu chuyén’”.

“Toi biét”.

“Bon chiing danh t6i. Bon chiing bao s& giét toi”.

“T6i biét, Sarah. Toi da nhin thdy can phong”.

“Bon chiing biét vé anh, Gabriel. Toi da cf. ..

“Khong sao déu, Sarah. D6 1 16i ciia ching t6i. Ching t61 da lam c6 phai nhu thé nay”,

“Toi xin 13i, Gabriel. Toi tht long xin b7

“Khong, Sarah. Dumg nhur vay”.
“To4 lai nhin thay hin”.

A

“Bin Shafiq””.

“Han ¢ dau?”



“O Zurich. Han van chura xong viéc, Gabriel”.

“Hén n6i gi?”’

“Hén s& tAn cong Vatican mot lan nita”.
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Hai thanh vién trong doi theo ddi cita Navot kip béng qua bién gidi Y vé& huréng nam trwéc khi tuyét bit 6i ra khoi nti. Hai nguoi khéc di vé huéng dong
va tién vao ndi dia Ao. Navot di cing véi Moshe sang Paris dé thict ap he thong an ninh bao vé Hannah Weinberg. Gabriel dua Saralg 161 khoi Zug bang
duong bay ca nhan. Ho ngdi sat bén nhau nhur doi tinh nhan. Qabﬁ;l virgl ldi xe vira vong tay quanh vai ¢6, con Sarah p khu6n mét dam nurde mat vao
0 anh. Liic 4 gio 30 phut, may bay lao vao nhitng ddm miy roi bien mat. Carter va Gabriel khdng di trén chuyén bay nay.

“Puge 16i Gabriel, t6i dang ling nghe day”.

“Sarah da gip bin Shafiq ¢ Zurich. Hén ndi s tin cong Vatican mdt lan nira”.

Carter khe chiri thé.

“Hom nay Tong thong ctia céc 6ng s& dén Rome, diing khong?””.

“Ping iy

“Theo lich trinh thi méy gi ong c6 mit tai Vatican?”

“DAu givy trua”,

“Gid ndo ciing ¢6 chuyén bay tir Zurich dén Rome. Néu khin trrong ching ta ¢6 thé bit kip chuyén bay lic bay gio”.

“Anh lai xe di”, Carter noi.

Gabriel n6 may xe va hudng vé phia Zurich. Carter goi dién cho Tong hanh dinh CIA yéu cau duge néi chuyén véi ngudi dimg dau Cyc Tinh bao Hoa
Ky.

skksk

Carter noi chuyén di¢n thoai sudt trong ba muoi phit dau ctia chuyén di. Khi nhitmg 4nh dén thanh ph6 Zurich thap thoang hién ra gira lp swong miy
phia bac ho, anh ta ngung dién thoai va nhin Gabriel.

“Sarah sé& ﬁép d4t tai can et bay Ranstein trong vong mot tiéng nira. Co ?iy s& duoc dua dén bénh vién quan su My dé khAm toan dién”.
“Bac s¥ cua anh ndi gi?”

“Tinh trang ciia c0 4y gidng nhur anh. Mt bi try va dap. Bj chén dong nhe. Mt trdi bj thirong ton. Bung b thurong niing. Hai xurong suon bi niit. Hai
ngodn chan cai bi gly. Toi khong hiéu sao ching lai da man nhur vay”.

7
A A A

“Bon chiing kéo & ¢6 4y xubng céc bc thang”.

“A, con chimg giam nhiét. Toi doan ¢6 thé do bi nhdt trong thing xe. D sao di nita, moi chuyén c6 thé con t& hon. C6 Ay con sdng sot i may méin m

107”,
“Hay dam bao luon c6 ngudi bén canh Sarah”, Gabriel noi. “Nhd dau ¢b Ay vo tinh phun ra nhitng bi mét ctia ching ta véi cac bac sy tai Ramstein”.
“Khong phéi lo, Gabriel. C6 4y dang duoc chim sc boi nhitng doi tay thanh thao”.

“C6 4y bao minh da khai ra nhitng bi mat”.

“Di nhién ¢6 Ay phai khai ra. BS khi, dén t6i ciing con phai khai nira 13",

“Ong nén nhin cin phong d6”.

“Noi thét, t6i mirng | minh khong nhin théyy. Toi khong thanh thao loai cong viéc d6. Thinh thodng toi lai thy tiéc nudi nhimg ngdy turoi dep thoi Chién
Tranh Lanh, khi t6i khong phai dinh dap dén nhitng thir tra tan, mau me”. Carter nhin Gabriel. “T6i doan nhitng thir nay luén di d6i véi cong viéc clia
anh, ding khong?”

Gabriel phot Ky cau hoi. “Sarah ké véi ching moi thir dé c6 thém thi gian. Van dé ¢ dy 1 trude khi ching toi dén, Muhammad da kip bao céo bét cir



diéu gi trong 10 khai ctia Sarah cho cAp trén ctia hén trudc chua?”

“Anh c6 quyén sb tay ctia hin dy khong?”

Gabriel v& nhe vao ti trén chiée 40 khodc bing da.

“Ching t6i s& hoi Sarah sau khi ¢6 4y phuc hoi”.

“C6 thé c6 4y khong nhé hét nhimg gi da ké voi ching, C6 Ay bi danh thude me”

Ho nin ling mot I lau. Mic du van con som, trén duong da ¢6 xe cta nhimg ngudi phai di lim xa. Nhing nha tai chinh Thuy S cham chi, Gabriel thim
nghi. Anh tu héi khong biét bao nhiéu ngudi trong s6 nay lam viée cho nhiing cong ty c6 lién quan dén Tap doan AAB tai Riyadh, Geneva, va nhiing noi
khac.

“Ong co nghii ho s& cho t6i én may bay khong, Adrian?”

“Gustav dam béao v6i t6i ching ta s& khong gap ric rdi khi lén may bay”,

“C6 I anh thi khong sao. Nhung t6i c6 mot qua khir khong méy sang siia tai Zurich”.

“Ong c6 qua khir day mau sic & khidp noi. Dimg lo, Gabriel. Ho s& dé cho anh Ién may bay”.

“Anh chic chén i cau ban Gustav ctia anh giit moi thir yén ng chir?”

“Giir cho cai gi yén dng?”

Carter mim gLr(‘)i I}]ét moi. ‘“Trong khi chiing ta dang n6i chuyén nay thi mot doi don dep da lén duong dén Uri. Gustav s& dam bao bi mat vé noi d6 cho
t&i khi doi dén. Roi sau do. ..”. Ong ta nhin vai. “S& nhur chura tirg ¢6 chuyén gi xay ra”.

“Céc Ong Xt Iy ra sao voi cac xac chét?”

“Ching 61 khong chi ¢6 nhitng noi giam cam bi mat & Dong u. Bon ching s& dugce chon cit tir t&, mic dit khong xtmg dang duge nhu vay. C6 I8 mbt
ngly ndo do, khi cude chién vo tan ndy chim dirt, ching t6i c6 thé béo véi ngudi thdn bon ching di nhan xwong cdt”. Carter vudt thing ria mép. “Cac
anh cling c6 mdt cai ding khong?”

“Caigi?”

“Ngtiia trang bi mit? O dau do trong thung ling Giodedan?”’

Gabriel nhin hdi Au vao kinh chiéu hau, nhung khéng n6i 10i ndo.

“Bao nhiéu thi thé, Gabriel? Anh nhé khong?”

“Di nhién t6i nhg™.

“Vay thi bao nhiéu? Doi don dep can phai biét nén tim & dav”.

Gabriel néi cho Carter hay. Hai thi thé trong chiéc Jeep. Hai tai bai dét tréng trudc ngdi nha. Mot tai cira s6 tAng mot. MOt tai cira s tang hai. Hai tai
sanh trung tAm Hai tai cudi cau thang. Va Muhammad.

“Muoi mt tén”, Carter n6i. “Chiing t6i s& ghi nhé tén tirng dira, s& timra ching 14 ai va tim hiéu xem ching dang am muru Bm chuyén gi. C6 thé néi ti
nay céc anh da x6a s6 duge mdt nha t 1on cling mdt tén cAp cao trong t& chirc ctia bin Shafig”.

“Ching t6i van chura tim duroc ké ching t6i mudn”
“C6 didu g d6 méach bao t6i ring rdi anh s& tém duroc hén”.
“ft nhAt hai tén trong s6 ching i ngudi chiu u. Uz nghe bon ching néi chuyén bang tiéng Diirc giong Thuy ST”.

“Toi e rang bon ching van phéi bi chon chung véi nhimg tén chién sy Hoi gido. Toi nghil bon chiing ciing mudn diéu do”. Carter liéc nhin dong hd. “Anh
khong 14i xe nhanh hon dugc a7

“T6i dang chay & toc d6 tam muroi cy s6, Adrian. Ong ké voi Cuc Tinh béo dén mirc ndo?”
“Toi bao voi ho 1a chiing ta dang ¢6 bang chimg rt 16 rang rang nhimg lyc hrong Hoi gido toan cau dang c6 4m muru tin cong Tong thong tai Vatican

trua nay. Toi nhAn manh dén chir “bing chung 16 rang’. Cuc Tinh béo d nhan dwoc théng diép. Toi hi vong duoc gip Tong théng mdt lic vao cubi sang
nay. Ong 4y dang ¢ nha ctia ngi dai st”.



“Ong 4y ¢6 thé hity budi gip g& d6”.

“Chuyén d6 s& khong xéy ra”, Carter ddp. “Vatican da tr thanh biéu twong d& thiy nhét trén thé gi6i vé tinh nguy hiém ctia khing b6 Hoi gido. Tong
thong s& khdng bo qua co hoi cling ¢o thong diép clia minh tai d6”.

“Lucchesi s& cn nhin bén tai ong dy”.

”Tong thong da chuén b tinh than 11", Carter n6i. “Vé phan an ninh, Cuc Tinh bao dang sip xép véi phia Y dé thay dbi ké hoach di chuyén ctia Tong
thong. Tring hop 14 ho da nghi vé chuye;n ndy trurde khi nhin duge cude goi cia t6i. Rome [ mdt md hdn don. Nguoi ta doan la homnay s& c6 khoang
hai triéu nguoi ra duong”.

“Thé thi lim sao Tong thong dén Vatican dugc?”

“Poan 6 t ho tdng cac nguyén tha quic gia thuong tién dé t¢i Toa thanh qua cong Thanh Anne, sau d6 di qua Via Belvedere vao sn San Darmaso. ¢}
d6 chi huy d6i linh cén vé Thuy Sis€ gap va hd tong dng vao cung dién Thanh Tong d6. Céc nhan vién an ninh ctia Tong thong s€ phai ¢ ngoai san, do 1a
nghi thire tai Vatican. Nguyén thu quoc gia di Ién mdt minh, chi duge bao vé bdi linh cén v&. Nhung t6i s€ tiet 16 vdi cdu mot bi mit. Cuc Tinh bao udn
cai mOt vai ngudi tai bira tiéc chinh thirc - nhitng chang trai Thién Chuia gido de thuong nuon gap mit Pirc Thanh Cha”.

“Véy 6ng du dinh s& thay d6i nhu thé nao?”

“Tong thng s& bay dén Vatican va dap xubng san bay ctia Gido hoang”.

“San bay d6 ¢ goc xa phia Tay, ngay ddi dién tuwong. Néu ¢6 ai d6 chdr sdn véi mdt khau phong tén Iira nira. ..

“Cuc Tinh béo n6i s& bao vé khu v dy”.

“Bén 6ng dy dinh cai bao nhiéu chang trai d& thurong theo dao Thién Chuia trong doan dai biéu chinh thirc ctia Tong thong?”

“Nhiéu hon thuong 167, Carter nhin ddng hd 1in nira. “C6 1& ching ta nén vao sin bay trong vai phit téi. Langley diit ching ta ngdi hai chd khac nhau’”.
“Ong x4u hd i t6i 4, Adrian?”

“Thire ra | chura bao gior tir ho dén nhur thé khi droc hop tc ciing voi anh. Anh va nhitng ching trai ctia anh da cho thy 1ong can dam tuyét voi khi
thAm nhap ngdi nha d6”.

“Ching t6i khong duroc Iwa chon, Adrian. Ching t6i khong bao gior duge quyén hra chon”.

Carter nhdm mit mot lic. “Anh biét dy, c6 thé bin Shafiq chi néi khoc, hay bip bom vi mdt i do ndo do”.
“Tai sao hén lai phai n6i doi, Adrian? Han dy dinh s& giét chét c6 y ma, nén diéu hin ndi chic chin 1 sy that”.
Ban dang doc truyén Ngwoi Pua Tin dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.
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Thét may 1 Birc Ong, ban clia dng yéu ciu ching t6i cho cac ong di nhd xe”, Canh sat truong doi canh st Carabinieri ndi. “Chéng thé thi khong bao
gio cac ong di dugc tr Fiumicino dén Vatican”.

Gabriel nhin ra ngoai cira s may bay truc thing. Rome nam bén dudi anh. Nhirg nguoi bleu tinh d4 chiém biét thy Borghese kim san khau va bién khu
e ndy thanh mot bién ngudi. Nhirng nguoi diéu hinh dau tién dang d6 ra Via Veneto tir cudi cong vién.

“Céc 6ng c6 thé ngin ho tién vé Vatican dwoc khong?”’

“Ching t6i s& ¢&”. Vién Canh sat truong chi tay ra ngodi cira sd. “Céc 6ng ¢6 thiy nhing chuéng ngai vat kia khong? Ké hoach cta chung t01la gomho
1én ddi vao cong vién Janiculum Nhung ching t6i uc doan c6 khoang hai triéu ngudi biéu tinh. Néu moi viéc nim ngoai timkiémsodt...”. Ong ta nhin
vai theo diing kiéu ngudi Y. “T6i mimg ring minh khong phéi lo vé céc vu bao dong, Khu vire biéu tinh dudi kia ¢6 thé bién thanh chién truong’

Chiéc may bay tryc thing d4o chidu hron nghiéng vé phia thanh qude. Mai vom ctia Toa thanh, bi che mot phin dudi tim vai dau I6n cta cac nhom thi
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cong, phan chiéu anh nfing chéi chang, Loi thinh cau hoa binh ctia Gido hoang bay phip phdi bén ngoai trong con gio nhe budi sang. Chiée trye thing
chiii xuong trén Viale Vaticano, nd bay trén khong phan Y mot lic lau, sau d6 virot qua bire twong dap xudng san bay ctia Giao hoang, Donati, trong
trang phuc do khodc den va khan choang mau do twoi, dang dimg cho ¢ d6. Dimg bén canh 6ng 14 mt ngudi linh cén vé Thyy STmic thudng phuc. Vi
tang It cao cap nghiém mat bat tay Gabriel that nhanh va giit nét mit niing né khi dan anh bang qua viron Vatican vé phia cung dién Thanh Tong do.
“Lan nay nghiém trong dén mirc ndo, Gabriel?”

“Rat nghiém trong”,

“Anh ¢6 thé cho t6i biét tai sa0?”

“Nguoi dua tin”, Gabriel dap. “Nguoi dua tin”.

Ho Ién lu ba, vao phong ctia Donati r6i, Gabriel méi ké cho 6ng thém chi tiét. Donati hiéu 6ng chi dwoc théng bao mdt phin ctia cau chuyén. Ong qua
quan tim dén s an toan ctia thdy minh nén khong phan déi.

“T6i mudn anh & bén canh dng Ay cho dén khi Tong thong rdi khoi Vatican”
Lan nay Gabriel khong phan ddi.

“Anh trong giéng nhur vira chui qua méy vat”, Donati nhan xét. “Lan cudi anh ngi 1 khi nao?”
“That syt t6i khong nhd ndi”

“T6i e rang anh khong con thoi gian dé chop miét”, Donati ndi, “Nhung ching ta phéi stra sang vé bé ngoai ctia anh cho chinh t& hon. Téi doan anh khong
mang theo bd trang phuc nao dung khong?”’

“Uéc gi t6i co thé dién ta duoc cau hoi clia Cha nghe ¢6 vé budn cudi dén thé nao”.

“Anh s& cin mbt bd quan 4o dang hoang, Nhém linh cin vé Thuy Sibéo vé cho Birc Gido hoang méc db vest. Toi chic ring ngudi chi huy ¢6 thé kiém
cho anh mGt by ung y””.

“C6 thir t6i can hon 1 mdt bo d6 mau xanh, Luigi”.

‘Do Ia ther gi?”

Gabriel n6i véi 6ng,

“Pi linh can vé Thuy Si ciing c6 thé iy cho anh thir 6™,

Donati nhdc dién thoai Ién quay sb.

Murdi phiit sau d6, mt ngudi linh ¢4 chd Gabriel trong San- San Damaso van nguoi linh can vé Thuy Sida & bén Donati tai bai dap may bay truc
thang. Anh ta cao bang Gabriel, co bd vai ngang bé ra dudi Iop 40 vest va chiéc ¢6 cudn co bip nhur ciia mdt van dong vién choi bong bau duc. Mai toc
vang hoe cét ngfin dén gay quanh dau hinh vién dan, pho ra soi ddy deo tai clia anh ta.

“Ching ta da gip nhau bao giy chura?”. Gabriel hoi nguoi linh can vé bang tiéng Birc khi ho di qua Via Belvedere”,

“Chura, thua 6ng”.

“Trong céu quen quen’”.

“T6i |a mdt trong nhitng linh c4n vé gitip dng dira Pirc Thanh Cha vao cung dién Thanh Tong d sau vu tin cong”.

“T6i cling nhé nhur vay”, Gabriel tra 10i. “Céu tén gi?”’

“Ha sy Erich Muller, thua 6ng”.

“Cau 1 nguoi bang ndo nhi?”

“Nidwalden, thira ong. DO 1 demi - canton & ké bén“

“Toi biét bang Ay 161", Gabriel dap.

“Ong biét Thuy Sia?”

“Ratrd”.



Negay trudc khi dén cong Thanh Anne, ho queo phai tién vao khu linh can vé Thuy Si. Tai phong tlep tan, mdt sy quan truc ban dang ngdi nghiém nghi
sau chiéc ban hinh vanh trang, Truc nit anh ta a mdt ddy mén hinh giam sét. Trén birc trdng dang sau treo mit cay thip tir @i va hang co dai dién
cho timg bang, trong hai muroi sau bang ctia Thuy Si Khi Gabriel va Muller di ngang qua, vién s§ quan trec ghi chu trong quyén sb ra vao. “Khu Thuy St
dang kiém soat rat nghiém ngat”, Miller n6i. “Con ba noi ¢6 thé ra vao nira, nhung dy 1 chd chinh”

Ho roi phong tiép tn rdi queo phai. Hanh lang dai 61 tam trai dai trude miét ho, ndm doc hai bén 1 khu tap chia thanh nhidu 6 nhd cho nhitng nguoi tp
kich. Cubi hanh lang i méi vom, ding sau méi vom dén san trong lat d4. O do, mdt trung s§ dang huAn luyén sau tan binh di déu cing stng truong bang
0. Ho budc vao toa nha bén kia san va budc xudng mt diy cac bic thang bang da dé vao khu tap ban sting trong nha. Noi ndy yén ang vi khong c6 ai
tap.

“Phéy la noi chiing t6i thirc hién viée huan luyén vii khi. Cac bire tudng duge cach 4m, nhung thinh thoang nhitng ngudi hing x6m van phan nin vé tiéng
on”.

“Hang xom?”

“Prrc Thanh Cha ¢6 vé khong dé y, nhung Hong y Ngoai truong khong thich tiéng sting. Chiing t6i chuyén sang tap ban vao chii nhét hay cac ngiy B
trong dao”. Muller di vé phia 0 kim loai, m6 khoa. “Sting chuén ctia chiing t6i klnu SIG-Sauer 9mm c6 6 dan muroi im vién”. Anh ta nhin Gabriel
qua vai mminh khi md cira ti. “Day 1a vii khi do Thuy Silam. Rét chinh xéc. .. va rit manh. Ong c6 mudn ban thir khong?”

Gabriel gat dau. Muller iy khu sting, mdt 6 dan, cling mdt hop dan day rdi mang dén khu tip ban. Anh ta bt diu nap dan, nhung Gabriel ngin lai. “Toi
s€ lam viéc ndy. Cau ra xem bia ban giiim t61”. Nguoi can vé Thuy Si gan bia vao duong day va kéo dén mot nira duong ban. “Xa hon”, Gabriel noi.
“Dén chd xa nhat”. Muller lim theo 16i anh. Dén lic bia tap bin duoc kéo dén phia bén kia duong ban, Gabriel da nap xong mur6i lim vién dan vao 6,
va lap 6 dan vao khau sting luc. “Ong lam nhanh qua”, Muller nhan xét. “Tay 6ng chac phai khéo lan”

“T6i da huyén tap nhidu’”

Muller dura dung cu béo vé tai va mét cho Gabriel.

“Khong can, cam on’

“PAy | qui tic trong trurong ban, thira ong”.

Gabriel quay ngudi khong bao trude va 1 sting. Anh tiép tuc bin cho dén khi sing hét dan. Muller kéo bia tp bén lai trong khi Gabriel thao & dan
trong rong ra va nhit dng 16t lén.

“Lay Chiia to1”.

Tét ca muroi Bim phat dan déu ghim ngay chinh gjita bia ban.
“Ong c6 mubn bin nita khong?””. Muller hoi.

“DUrdi

“Ong c6 mubn Ky bao deo sting & vai khong?”

“T6i dé sting & tli quan”.

“Pé t6i Ay cho ong thém mdt 6 dan”

“Cho 61 hai 6. Thém mdt hop dan nira”.

Gabriel Iy quén 4o tir phong chi huy, r0i v0i va quay lai cung dign Thénh Tong do. Anh lén Jau ba va theo Donati dén phong khéch nhé ¢6 budng riéng.
“T6i kn Iy ludi dao lam d6 ctia Dirc Thanh Cha”, Donati n6i. “Khén tim ¢ trong ti dudi bon rira tay”.

Gén chin muroi phit nira Tong théng modi dén. Gabriel thong tha cao réu dtmg dudi voi sen vai phit. B quan 40 dugc doi cén vé Thuy ST chuén bi voi va
hoa ra lai rat vira van véi anh. Vao lic 11 gio, chiing ding nhu mong mudn anh bude doc hanh lang trang tri bich hoa d€ dén phong riéng ctia Puc Gido
hoang,

Gabriel yéu cau Donati thém mdt viée trrde khi dén khu doanh trai doi can vé Thuy St ban béo cdo cudi cling ctia Lirc hrong an ninh Vatican va Y vé vu
tin cong thang Muoi dugc thyre hién. Anh vira nham nhi ca phé va banh vira doc ban bao cao trong phong an riéng cta Birc Gido hoang, sau d6 anh
dao mit hrot cac kénh trén truyén hinh tim xem ¢4 tin tirc gl vé& mudi mot xac chét trong ngdi nha van & Thuy Si Khong ¢ kénh tin qudc t& ndo dé cap
vé vide ndy. Anh doan rang 61 ctia Carter da hoan thanh nhiém vu.

Donati dén tim Gabriel vao Iic 11 gio 45 phit. Ho cting nhau di t6i cung dién Belvedere va tim thdy mdt vin phong trong c6 thé bao quat khu viron. Mot
ltic sau, nhitng thin cy bat d4u vin veo, sau d6 hai chiéc méy bay truc thing canh quat d6i xuat hién, ha xudng bai dap méay bay & goc xa cia thanh
qudc. Gabriel thiy b6t cang thing khi chiée truc thing dau tién ha canh xudng an toan dudi ddu cac ngon cdy. Nam phiit sau ho thoang thiy Tong thng
M§ ty tin sai bude vé phia cung dién, di theo 6ng 13 vai t4 nhan vién an ninh vil trang ddy di, bo dang lo Eing,



“Céc nhan vién s phai doi trong vudn”, Donati noi. “Ngudi My khong thich viée nay, nhung day I nghi thirc tiép don. Anh c6 biét 1a ho da ¢6 y cai vai
nhan vién Cyc Tinh bao vao doan dai biéu chinh thirc khong?”

“Khong phai vay chi”,

Donati nhin Gabriel. “Anh muén ni véi toi didu gi 42

“Vang”, Gabriel néi. “Ching ta nén quay trd lai cung dién cac Thanh tong do. T6i mubn ¢ mit & do trude khi Tong thong dén”.
Donati quay lai dan duong

Nam phiit trude khi Tong thdng t6i, ho da co mit trong Sala Clementina. Pay B mdt phong tiép khéch cao witt vi cac bire bich hoa phi ddy quanh
twong. N6 nim ngay trén phong riéng ciia Gido hoang, Prrc Thanh Cha van chua dén. Mot doi can vé nghi thirc dimg bén ngoai 16i di rong, va thém vai
d6i nira mic thuong phuc dimg bén trong. Cudi goc phong dai hinh chir nhat dit hai chiée ghé cham trd; & goc bén kia 1 nhom phéng vién, nhiép anh
gia, va nhitng nguoi quay phim Tam trang chung cta ho 1 khong duoc hai long lim Céc cong cu tim kiém va kiém tra an ninh ctia can vé Thyy Siva
Cuc Tinh bao trd nén git gao hon bao gior hét, va ba doi quay phim chau u khong duoc cho vao phong vi c6 nhimg so hé nhé trong gidy gidi thidu. Bao
gidi dugc phép ghi lai nhing hinh anh dau tién ctia cudc gap lich sir va phat séng hinh anh nay trén toan thé giéi, sau d6 ho s& dugc dua ra ngoai.

Donati vao lai trong hanh lang chd Dirc Thénh Cha. Gabriel nhin quanh mdt Itc, sau d6 di dén phia trude phong dimg cach chiéc ghé danh cho Dre
Thanh Cha vai budc. Trong hai phit ke tiép myt anh nhin lr6t qua dam nha bao, tim kiém bat cir dau hiéu nao khong tu nhién, hay mt khuon mit trong
6 vé khong hop chd. Sau d6 anh lam dicu turong tur v6i cac Giam muc trong Hoi dong Hong y dang dtmg bén trai.

Ngay trudc lic gitta trua, Dirc Thanh Cha budc vao phong trong b bach y, theo sau Donati, Hong y Ngoai trudng, va bon can vé Thuy Simyc thuong
phuc. Erich Muler, nguoi ¢én vé da dua cho Gabriel vii khi, cling namtrong 56 nhimg nguoi nay. Mit anh ta dung mot chit trén Gabriel, 10i gat dau
chao nhe. Gido hoang budc ngang phong va dumg lai truée ghé ngdi ctia minh. Donati, cao va noi bét trong chiéc 4o choang miu den va khan choang c6
mau d6, dimg bén canh Gido hoang, Ong nhin krét qua Gabriel, sau d6 hudng anh nhin vé phia cira khi Tong théng My bude vao.

Gabriel nhanh chéng diém qua doan dai biéu chinh thirc ctia Tong théng, Bén nhan vién Cyc Tinh béo ¢6 mit trong doan nay, tham chi c6 thé hon. Sau
d6 4nh nhin ctia anh déo khéip phong giéng nhur 4nh dén pha: nhing phong vién, cac Gidm muc trong Hoi ddng Hong y, nhig can vé Thuy Si, Tong
théng, va Pirc Thanh Cha. Bay gi ho dang bit tay, mim cudi ndng 4m véi nhau trong 4nh dén 16a mét ctia méy chyp anh.

Su viéc dién ra nhanh chong dén ndi Gabriel khong ngd toi. Sau nay nghi lai, anh thay thét ra néu khong nho Donati, ¢6 I khong bao gio anh c6 thé nhan
biét duwoc tinh hinh. Mt Donati bt ngd mo Iom, sau d6 6ng bude vé phia Tong théng, Gabriel quay ngudi lai va thiy khdu siing bén minh. Vii khi 1 khiu
SIG-Sauer 9% ban tay dang cam stng chinh [ ctia ha s§ Erich Muller.

Gabriel it khdu sting ctia chinh minh va bét dau nha dan, nhung Muller van kip ban hai phat. Anh khong nghe tiéng la hét hay chii y dén 4nh dén chép
ctia may chyp anh. Anh chi ban méi cho dén khi tén can vé Thuy STnam chét ctmg trén san da cam thach. Céc nhan vién Cuyc Tinh bao duoc nguy trang
trong doan dai biéu ctia My nim liy Tong théng va dua 6ng ra cira. Pietro Lucchesi, Giam muyc thanh Rome, Gido chu tdi cao, nguoi ké nhiém thanh
Peter, khuya d4u gbi xudng cau nguyén bén canh co thé bat dong ctia vi cha xir cao 16n trong bd 4o choang miu den.

Chuong 38
Rome

Tram x4 Gemelli con kha nhidu phong trén tang 11 ma it ngwoi biét dén. Ching k phong ctia cac cha xir. Phong c6 giwong bénh. Phong thir hai ¢
truong ky va ghe. Can phong thit ba cé nha nguyén riéng. Hanh lang bén ngoai 161 vao cé ban danh cho linh gac. Liic nao ciing c6 nguoi dung gac 6 do,
ngay ca khi cac phong khong c6 bénh nhan.

Téi nay, chiéc giwong bénh ctia nhan vat dimg dau mdt ty ngudi theo dao Thién Chiia La M trén khéip thé gi6i, dugc danh cho vién thur ky riéng déng
tin cdy cua 6ng. Hang ngan nguoi v6i dire tin méinh liét dimg chét nich con duong bén dudi cira s6 phong bénh. Vao lic 9 gio, ho im ing lang nghe ban
tin dAu tién tir van phong béo chi ctia Vatican. Ban tin cho biét Dirc 6ng Luigi Donati da trai qua bay gio phau thuat dé chira tri vét thuong gy ra boi hai
vién dan 9 1i. Ban tin md ta irc ong dang & trong tinh trang “curc ky nghiém trong”, v néi 1d ring chura thé xac dinh duge Pric dng co qua khoi hay
khong, Ban tin két thic bf“mg thong bao Pirc Thanh Cha dang ¢ bén canh 6ng va du dinh s& con ¢ d6 mot thoi gian nita. Ban tin khong dé cap dén sy c6
mat cua Gabriel.

Ho ngdi cing nhau trén chiéc ghé truomg ky trong phong khach. O phia bén kia canh cira mo ndi hai phong, Donati dang ndm bét dong va xanh Xao.
Mot doiy ta va bac sy vay quanh ng, nét mat ndng né. Mit Drrc Thanh Cha nhamnghlen con tay thi lin tréng hat. Mot vét méu I6n loang 16 trén tim a0
tring ctia 6ng. Ong khong chiu cdi 4o ra. Gabriel nhin Birc Thanh Cha va nghi dén Shamron cing chiéc 40 da son rach. Anh hi vong dng khong tur trach
minh vi nhitng viéc x4y ra hdmnay.

Gabriel nhin mén hinh. Poan video vé cudc tin cong, mot trong nhimg gidy phut kich tich nhét timg duoc truyén hinh tryc tiép, dang chiéu trén man anh.
Doan video nay dugc phat di phat lai. Gabriel da xem doan bang nay it nhat mot ta 1in, va bay giy dang xem lai. Anh nhin thiy Muller nho ngudi khoi
damcéan vé Thuy Si, khau stng viron ra trén tay. Anh tlny chinh minh rit stng khoi tdi trong 4o khodc, va Donati Jay than minh che chén cho Téng thong
Hop ching quoc Hoa Ky khi Muller nha dan. Mot phan gidy, anh nghi. Néu anh nhin thdy Muller mbt phan mudi gidy trude do, ¢6 I8 anh da c6 thé nha
dan trude. Donati s& khong phai nim ddy can ké cai chét trén tang 11 ctia tram xa Gemelli. Gabriel nhin Gido hoang. Mt ong khong con nhim s nhin
cham chi Ién man hinh tivi.

“Lam sao ma Donati biét dé budc ra che cho Tong théng My chir khong phai cho ta?”



“Con nghi réing Prc dng biét Muller da c6 thé giét Birc Thanh Cha rit gin néu hin mudn. Muller s& giét Tong thong trude, va Birc ong hiéu diéu do”.
“Donati hiéu duoc diéu d6 chi trong nhay mit”,

“Birc ng Donati i mdt trong nhimg ngudi thong minh nhét con timg gip, thira Birc Thanh Cha”. Gabriel nhin Donati. “irc dng da ciru song Tong
thong, nhung c6 € chinh Cha ciing khong nhan thirc dugc diéu do khi lay than minh che chén cho Tong thong”.

“Luigi chi ngan duoc nhimg vién dan”, Gido hoang néi, “Nhung cau moi la nguoi ciru ong y. Neu khong nho cau, ching ta s& khong bao gior biét canh
giac vé nhitng chuyén nhur viy. Lam sao cdu biét bon ching s& tin cong Vatican mot lan nita?’

“Ching ta s& phai n6i vé chuyén nay vao mot ngiy khac. Mot ngiy rt xa trong tuwong lai”
“Cau dang thue hién mdt nhiém vy, dting khong?”
Gabriel im ling.

“Erich Muller, mdt ngudi trong doi linh géc ciia ta. ... Giong Gido hoang nho dan. “Ta van khong tin diéu nay. Lam sao ho lim duoc diéu d6, Gabriel?
Lam cach nao ho tra trdn mdt tén sat nhan vao doi can vé Thuy Sidugc?”

“Chi tiét kha phirc tap, thura Dirc Thanh Cha, nhung c6 vé nhur Muller dugc tuyén m mdt khoang thoi gian sau khi hdn roi quan doi Thuy Si. Han khong
¢6 cong an viée am, nén danh mdt ndm rudi du lich chiu u va Bia Trung Hai. Hén tri chan & Hamburg vai thang, va thém vai thang nira & Ansterdam.
Hn 13 thanh vién tich cuc tham gia cc cude biéu tinh chéng M, chdng Israel. C6 18 héin da cai dao sang Hoi gido. Chiing toi nghi rang hén duoc tuyén
mo vao mang ludi khl"lngbé do mdt tén ty xung [a Gido sur Ali Massoudi t6 chire”.

“Massoudi? Thét viy sao? Lay Chiia, Gido sur Massoudi co ndp mdt vai bai viét cho ty ban diic biét cia ta v& viée cai thién mdi quan hé giira Hoi gido
va phirong Tay. Ta nghi ¢6 & han da dén tham Vatican”

“Cai thién mdi quan hé gitta HOi gido va nha thé khong phéi ld mot phin trong churong trinh hanh dong thue sy ctia hén, thira Bérc Thanh Cha”.

“Rd rang 14 vay”, Gido hoang thira nhn. “Ta do4n gity dy ching ta da biét ai m Canh Cira Tir Thén cho nhimng tén danh bom cam tir hoi thang Muroi,
Chinh 12 Muller dting khong?”

Gabriel git dau nhin man hinh khi doan phim vé vu tan cong duoc phét lai.

“Ta tur hoi khong biét bao nhiéu ngurdi xem doan bang ngay hom nay”, Gido hoang noi.
“Hang ty nguoi, thua Pirc Thanh Cha”,

“C6 diéu g d6 mach bao ta riang nhitng ngdy im diép vién bi mét ctia cau khong con nita. Chao mimg quay tré vé thé gi6i tht, Gabriel”.
“Thé gi6i ndy im con cam thay thoai mér”.

“Dy dinh ctia cau la gi?”

“Con phai trd lai Israel”.

“Sau d6 thi sao?”

“Tuong lai cia con kha bét dinh”.

Giao hoang nhdn xét. “Francesco Tiepolo bao véi ta cdu va Chiara da quay trd lai véi nhau”.
“Véng, thua Dtrc Thanh Cha. Hién tai c6 4y dang 6 Israel”.

“K¢é hoach cia cau a gi?”

“Con phéi cudi ¢d Ay trude khi co Ay lai bo conra di”.

“Thét 1a thong thai. Sau do thi sao?”

“Con moi tinh duge dén d6 thoi, thua Dirc Thanh Cha”.

“Cau cho phép ta cho cau thém mot 161 khuyén nhé?”

“Di nhién”

“Vio lic ndy, cau B nguoi ndi tiéng nhit nrde Y. Mot vi anh hing qudc gia. C6 cai gi d6 méch bao vai ta dat mrdc nay s& rong tay chio dén cau. Lan



nay cau khong phai mang tén Mario Delvecchio nita”.
“Dén do rdi hay tinh”.
“Néu 1a cau, ta s& xay mot cdy cau ndi tré lai Venice”.

Gi4o hoang nhin sitng xuyén qua canh ctra mdt lic. “Ta khong biét phai lim gi néu Chiia mang 6ng 4y khoi tay ta. Ta khong thé quan Iy nha tho Thién
Chua gido ma khong cé Luigi Donati”.

“Con con nhd ngay Bire ong dén Jerusalem tim con”, Gabriel hoi tudng. “Khi cling dao budc trong Thanh Cb, con da ngu ngdc bao rang Cha 4y |
ngudi khong ¢6 dire tin néu so voi mdt ngudi ¢ niém tin thanh kinh. Nhung bay gid con hiéu ring phai i ngudi co niém tin ménh liét thi méi dam bude

ra trude dau dan”.

‘ngl Donati i nguoi ¢6 niém tin phi thuong Ong 4y Chl chura nhan ra diéu nay. Bay gior ta ciing can c6 niém tin. Ta phai tin ring Chuia s& thiy nén dé
ong 4y bén ta lu thém mdt thoi gian nita - rang phai can chdm dirt sy dién loan nay””.

Cau hoi ké tiép Giao hoang hoi 1 cu hoi ong da diit ra véi Gabriel sau vy tin cong thang Muoi,
“Moi chuyén chdm dirt chura?”

Lén nay Gabriel chdm chi nhin man hinh mé khong n6i gi.

Khong, thira Dirc Thanh Cha, anh nghii Chua han.

Ban dang doc truyén Nguoi Puea Tin duge tii mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.
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Washington

Mot thang sau vu 4m séit Tong thong, Uy ban Thurong vién t6 chitc mbt cude hop. Trong bai phat biéu khai mac, céc thanh vién cao cép dédm béo véi
ngudi dan My rang ho s& di€u tra dén ctng va khong khoan nhuong, nhung vao cubi tuan dau tién, cac Thirong nghi sy tir ca hai dang cam thay buc
minh vi tinh thiéu trung thure cua Inh dao cac o' quan an ninh va tinh bao. Cac phu ta ctia Tong thong giai thich rat chi tiét lam cach nao Iy lwong Hoi
giao cyc doan toan cau c6 thé thimnhdp vao trung tam virong quoc Thién Chua gido, va lam cach nao Giao s Ali Massoudi tuyén mo duoc mot thanh
nién tré ¢6 tén 1a Erich Muller Va cai han vao Dgi cén v¢ Thuy Si cﬁa Gia'}o hoang, Nhung khi dung dén ngtr(‘)'i vach ké hoach hai vu tan géng vao Vatican
- va quan trong hon, ai da tra tién cac hoa don - cac phy ta ctia Tong thong chi ¢6 the dua ra nhimg y kicn gin tiép. Ho cting khong thé gai thich thoa
démg voi cac thanh \{ién ctia Uy ban vé sy co mit ctia Gabriel Allon, m,{)t nguoi Israel ma béy g0 da duoc biet dén 1a mot di€p vién va ké chuyén am sat
huyén thoai. Sau nhicu ban bac trong Uy ban, cac Thuong nghi sy quyet dinh triéu tap anh dé dich than hoi cung. Vi la nguroi nurée ngoai, anh khong c6
bon phén phai tudn theo 1o triéu tap nén nhur nhicu dur doan, anh da tir choi xuat hién. Ba ngy sau, anh bat ng doiy. Anhbao vdi cac Thuong nghi sy
rang minh s€ dicu tran, nhung véi dicu kién phai la mbt cude gap bi mit. Cac Thuong nghi sy dong y, va yeu cau anh dén Washinton ngay thir ndm tuén
ke tiep.

Gabriel di mdt minh vao phong diéu tran kin. Khi Chii tich Uy ban yéu cau anh démg Ién khai tén minh dé ghi chép lai, anh da thire hién khong hé do du.
“Chu ctia 6ng?”

“Thi twdng nurde Israel”.

“Chiing t6i ¢6 nhiéu cau hoi mubn néu ra véi dng, dng Allon, nhung theo 10i ciia Dai str mrdc ong, ong s& khong tra 1o nhitng cAu hoi ma ngai nghi 1y
khong phut hop™.

“Dung vay, thua ngai Chu tich”.
Ching t6i ciing duroc thong bao ring dng mudn doc mdt bai phat biéu trurde khi ching t6i bt du thAm van”,
“Diéu do ciing diing, thira ngai Chu tich”.

“Bai phat biéu nay c6 lién quan dén nuée cac Tiéu virong quic Ardp thong nhit va mdi quan hé gitra M§ va ho”.


http://ebookfull.net

“Dung, thura ngai Chii tich”.
“T6i mudn lru ¥ 6ng, 6ng Allon. Mic dii budi didu tran nay duroc tién hanh bi mét, s& vin c6 ban danh méy nhitng Ioi nhin xét ctia ong”.
“To6i hiéu, thura ngai”

“Rat tt. Ong c6 thé bat dau”.

Sau cau ndi nay, Gabriel nhin xubng va bét dau doc ban diéu ttﬁr} . O goc xa ciia phong, mdt ngudi dan ong nhin mit. Hercules da dén Thuong vién
MY, anh ta thAmnghi. Va mang theo mdt bao day tén tam mat dang,

“Chiic mimg, Gabriel”, Adrian Carter noi. *“Anh khong thé khong lam, diing khong? Ching t6i cho anh san khéu, con anh str dung sn khau d6 dé phuc
vu minh tht tot”.

“Céc Thurong nghi s can biét ban chat thit su cta dé ché Arap Xéut va sy ung hd ctia nd d6i voi khing bd toan cau. Ngudi dan My can duoc biét
nhirng dong tién thu duge nho ban dau d6 dang dugc st dung nhur the nao™.

“ft nhat anh ciing nén dé tén Zizi ra ngoai chuyén nay”.

“T6i c6 nhitng ké hoach khac danh cho Zizi”,

“Tbt hon 1 anh khong nén lam nhur vAy. Hon nita anh ciing nén dé mit canh chimg qua bong ngay bay gio”.
“ Canh chimg qua bong? Cau nay nghiia 1 gi?”

“Pay | mot 161 n6i 4n du trong thé thao, Gabriel. Anh ¢ choi mbn thé thao nao khong?”
“T6i khong c6 thoi gian cho thé thao”.

“Mdi ngy trdi qua anh lai cang gidng Shamron hon'”,

“Toi s& xem ddy 14 101 khen”, Gabriel d4p. “Toi nén dé mit dén qua bong nio?”

“Bin Shafiq”. Carter nhin xéo qua Gabriel. “Cé d4u hiéu gi ctia hén chua?”’

Gabriel lic dau. “Con phia 6ng?”

“ Ching t6i ¢6 mdt chut du vét”.

“Cé d4u vét ndo ma anh c6 thé tiét 16 vai toi khong?”

“Chura dén Iic”.

Carter i xe qua cau Memorial queo vao dai 16 George Washington. Ho 1i xe trong im king mot vai phit. Gabriel nhin ra cira xe, tham théan phyc canh
thi tran Geortown bén kia song,

“Toi tlﬁy trong lich trinh bay anh s& ghé qua Rome trén duong vé Israel”, Carter n6i. “Anh du dinh thue hién mdt nhiém vu chira hoan tit cho Vatican
a”’

“T6i chi mudn danh mdt chit thdi gian bén Donati. Khi toi roi Rome, 6ng Ay van chura tinh”. Gabriel nhin dong ho. “Ong dang dua t6i di dau, Adrian?”
“Con méy tiéng nita may bay moi cit canh. Ching ta ¢6 thé ghé an trura & vimg dong qué chiin ngwra Virginia”,

“Con bao lau nira thi tdi noi?”’

“Khoang mit tiéng”.

Gabriel ha ghé xubng va nhim it lai.

Anh tinh déy khi chiéc xe bon bon vao thi trén nho6 ¢6 tén Pong Bing. Carter li xe chim lai khu trung tAm throng mai nho xiu; sau d6 bang qua duong
ray xe Itra ciiky, va mot lan nifa i xe vé huong dong qué. Con duong trong ¢ vé quen thube voi Gabriel, cting giong nhur con dudng nho trai soi ma
Carter dﬁ‘ queo vao cach d6 hai dam. Con du(‘)pg chay doc theo bo suoi hep. Bén tral 12 mdt canh dong thoai thodi, nguoc Ién cao‘cc’) m@t ndng trai lon
mai lop bang dong da mo xin va hang hién hai tang. Khi Gabriel ghé tham ngdi nha Ian trude, cdy da trui I con mit dat dang pha déy tuyct. By gio cay
son thtt du nd r hoa, nhitng canh dong xanh mon mon nhd nhitng 14 ¢é miia xuan moi moc.

Mot phy nir ¢6 mdi toc vang 6ng tha di ngira nuée kiéu ngroc chiéu véi ho. Nhirng chd sung trén khuon mit ¢6 da xep xubng, va nét mit ¢b da tro lai
binh thurong, Ngoai trir nhitng quang thAm dudi mat, Gabriel nghi. Trong mat Sarah van con virong lai dau vét cia con a&c mdng c6 da trai qua tai ngbi



nha van & bang Uri. C6 cho ngya chay doc theg xe mit cach thuan thyc va nhin xudng Gabriel. Mot ny cudi nd trén guong it c0, va trong gidy lat c6
nhu tr6 lai 1 ngudi phy nit xinh dep anh nhin thay trén dudng Q ¢ Washington mia thu nim ngodi. Sau d6 ny cudi nhat dan va véi hai cu thic chinh xac,
0 phi nude dai qua canh dong vé phia ngdi nha.

“C Ay da c6 nhirg ngdy vui vé va nhitng ngdy t0i t&”, Carter n6i khi nhin Sarah phong ngra di. “Nhung t6i chéc ring anh hiéu diéu nay”.

“Toi hiéu”.

“Toi luon cho rang hin thit ¢4 nhan A phan tac dung nhét k doi voi nganh ctia ching ta, nhung toi s& khong bao gios tha thir cho Zizi vi nhitng gi héin gy
ra cho ¢ ay”.

“Toi ciing khong tha thir”, Gabriel noi. “Toi s& ghi nhd nhitng gi hin da lam’”.

HQ an trua trong anh mat troi diu nhe chiéu trén hién sau nha. Saudo Carter don dep chén dia, con Gabriel va Sarah di dao cung nhau trong khu rirng
day bong ram Mot nhan vién CIA ¢6 gang theo sau ho, nhung Gabriel twde vii khi cua anh ta va bao anh ta quay tr6 lai ngbi nha. Sarah méc quén, di
Ung cudi ngyra va khoac o 1ong ctru. Gabriel van niic b vest mau xam lic dy budi di€u tran cuia cac thuong nghi s§. Anh cam khau stiing ctia nguoi
nhan vién trong tay phai.

“Arian c¢6 vé khong vui vi sir xuat hién ciia anh true Uy ban'”,

“D 4 vay ,.

“Mot ngurdi ndo d6 phai chuyén théng diép vé nhitng nguoi ban Ardp Xéit clia ching ta. Con ai khac ngoai anh? Anh d ciru duge mang song ciia Tong
thong”,

“Khong, Sarah, chinh c6 m6i 1 ngudi ciru Tong théng. C6 18 mdt ngiy ndo d6 dét nurde s& nhéan ra ho ¢6 mon ng Ibn véi ¢o”.
“T6i khong mudn cong khai ban than qua sont”
“K¢é hoach cia ¢6 1a gi?”

“Adrian chira ké véi anh 4? Toi s& gia nhdp co quan. Toi nhdn ra ring thé gidi nghé thudt c6 thé van ton tai ma khong cin dén mdt ngudi phu trach bao
tang”.

“Bén nao? Dip vu hay tinh bao?”

“Tinh b4o”, ¢0 dép. “Toi da c6 dii kinh nghiém hoat dong cho cé doi nguoi. Thém nita, s& khong an toan néu t0i sém xuat dau 10 dién. Zizi da canh cdo
t61 v an phat cho nhitng ngudi phan bdi han”,

“Hin c6 mang hrdi hoat dong viron xa im. An ninh ctia ¢6 & My thi sa0?”
“Nguoi ta s€ cho t6i tén va nhan dang mdi. Toi duge quyén chon tén. Toi tur hoi khong biét anh ¢6 cho phép t6i str dung tén ctia me anh khong?”’

“Irene?”. Gabriel mim cudi. “Toi rit iy im vinh dyr. Ba 4y gidng ¢6 - mdt ngudi phu nita can dam phi thudng, Lan t6i khi co dén Israel, t6is& cho co
doc nhing gi xay ra voi ba trong chién tranh”.

Sarah dirng budc, min mé mt bong hoa son thii du vira n6 rd.

“Con anh thi sao, Gabriel? Ké hoach ctia anh I gi?””

“Toi nghii ¢ va t6i co & di theo hai hudng khac nhau”.

“Y anh 14 sa0?”

“T6i e rang minh khong thé ndi gi hon vao lic ny”.

C0 biu moi dép nhe vao tay anh. “Anh khong du dinh gitt bi mat véi ti tir gio phut nay chir?”

“Gio day c6 dang lam viéc cho co quan Tinh bao ctia mt nurde khic, toi e ring mdi quan hé ctia ching ta s& phai c6 mot sb. .. Anh ngimg lai tim tir
dién dat cho ding bang tiéng Anh. “Gi6i han nhat dinh”.

“Thoi ndo, Gabriel. Ching ta ¢6 mdi ddy rang budc vurot qué qui tic lién lac giita dic vu ctia céc t chirc tinh bdo khac nhau”,
“Toi thdy ¢6 da bét dau sir dung nhuan nhuyén nhimg gi dugc hudn luyén”.
Sarah n6i. “Viée niy gip t6i do budn khi sng mot minh & ndng trai nay”.

“C6 khoe khong, Sarah?”



“Ban ngay t0i on, nhung ban dém toi cam thiy rét kho khan”.

“Cb & cam thiy nhur vay trong modt thoi gian dai. Nhung im viéc cho co quan Tinh bdo s& gitip ¢6 d& chiu hon. C6 ¢6 biét ho s& cho ¢6 lam viée gi
khong?”

“Dén Ardp Xéut ”, ¢o noi. “Toi dé nghi nhur vay”.

Khu rimg rung chuyén vi loat sim tir xa. Sarah hoi thim vé Julian Isherwood.

“Tinh trang hién thoi ctia anh Ay rt giéng ctia c6”.

“Céc anh dua anh Ay di dau?”

“Sarah”.

“Noi di, Gabriel”.

“Anh ta duogc bao vé tai mdt can nha cii gﬁn Vung Tan Cling & Cornwall”.

“Con phong tranh thi sao?”

“Tam thoi bi déng cira. Viée co roi Luin Don dd giy ra mdt vu xi cang dan. Nhitng anh bdi ban tai quay ruou ciia nha hiang Green nhé c6 Fini”
“T6i cling nhé ho. Nhung 61 nhé ddi cta anh hon”

“Moi nguoi giri 16i chao”. Gabriel ngap ngimg. “Ho ciing nhd t6i ndi 10 xin 16 voi ¢6”.

“Vé viée gi?”

“Chiing t6i d lam c6 thit vong, Sarah. RS rang ching t6i d bi nhirng tén trong doi an ninh ctia bin Shafiq hay Zizi nhin thiy”.

“C6 I8 d6 14 18 ciia t67”. C6 nhin vai. “Nhung chuyén nay khong quan trong, Tét ca ching ta Qéu may miin song sot @& ma thoat khoi vu ndy, ngoai ra
con ha dugce murdi lam tén trong ngdi nha d6. Chiing ta con pha hong am muru am sat Tong thong, Puoc qua di chir, Gabriel”.

Lai mdt hoi sam khac, 1in nay gan hon. Sarah nhin Ién bau troi.

“T6i phai hoi c6 miy diéu, Sarah. Co mdt vai thir t6i can biét trude khi dong lai quyén sach vé lan hoat dong nay”.

Sarah van nguéc mét nhin troi. “Anh mubn biét t6i khai gi v6i bon ching trong cin nha ¢ Thyy ST,

“T6i biét ¢6 bi bo thude. Toi biét ¢6 & co da cb day nhimg ky (rc dau budn d6 ra khoi dau minh”.

C6 nhin anh rdi Bic dau. “Toi khong ¢ quén”, ¢6 noi. “Thét ra t6i con nhé timg ti”.

Nhitng giot mura dau tién bat dau roi. Sarah dudng nhu khong chi y. Ho di dudi nhimg hang cy, Sarah lan lwot ké cho anh nghe.

Carter tién Gabriel dén san bay Dulles va dua anh qua cira an ninh. Ho ngdi cing nhau trong khoang ngoai giao dac biét chd thong bao chuyén bay.
Gabriel bong chil y dén ngudi dan dng ngoi bén phong déi dién: Hoang tir Bashir, dai st Ardp Xétt & M.

“Dlmg nghi vé chuyén do, Gabriel”.

“Ddi dau cong khai khong phéi i phong cach cua toi, Adrian”,

“C6 E khong, nhuirng Bashir kha thich chuyén d6”.

Tura nhu nghe dugc cau chuyén, ong dai str vt dimg ddy, bude ngang qua phong, Ong ta dimg trude mit Gabriel nhung khong chia tay ra. “Toi nghe
16i sang nay 6ng thu hit dwoc kha nhidu khan gia tai ddi toa nha qudc hoi ong Allon. Toan nhitng 11 ndi dbi va tuyén truyén ctia dan Do Thai, nhung ké
ciing kha hai huée”.

“Budi diéu tran duoc giir bi mat, Bashir”.

“Khong co gi dién ra trong thanh phd ndy ma t6i khong biét. Ong phai goi t6i i Hoang tir Bashir”. Vién dai st nhin Carter. “Anh c6 chiu trach nhiém vé
tiét myc xiéc ngay hom nay khong, Adrian?”

“Céc Thuong nghi s§ ra trat hiu toa, thua Hoang tir. Cuc khong lién quan gi dén viéc nay”.

“L& ra c4c anh nén hm diéu gido dé ngan chan chuyén é}f ’,



“Pay khong phai 1a Riyadh, thura ngai dai su”.

Bashir trimg niit nhin Carter, sau d6 quay tro lai chd ngdi.

“T6i doan minh khong di tiéu chuAn nidm trong ké hoach nghi huru ctia ngudi Arap Xéit”.
“Gico?”

“Khong c6 gi”, Carter noi.

Mudi phiit sau loa phong thanh thong bao chuyén bay ctia Gabriel. Carter tién anh dén cira ra.

“0, 61 gan nhu quén khudy chuyén nay. Tong thong goi dién dén nhung lic d6 anh dang néi chuyén véi Sarah. Ong 4y muén ngo 16i camon. Ong dy
bao s€ gip anh vao dip khac”.

“Nhén ho t6i ring ong 4y dimg ban tant”.

“Téng thdng ciiing bao dng mudn anh tiép tuc ké hoach hai ngudi da thao ludn tai Bai co phia Nani”

“Ong chic khong?”

“Chéc vé chuyén gi?”

“Ong c6 chic Tong théng ndi nhur thé khong?”

“Chéic chin”, Carter dap. “Thé hai ngudi néi chuyén gi dém hom do?”

“Cudc chuyén tro cua ching t6i mang tinh chét c4 nhin, Adrian, va & ludn | nhu vay”.

“Anh clr lint”. Carter néi.

Ho bit tay; sau d6 Gabriel quay budc Ién may bay.

Chuong 40

Tiberias, Israel

Bémsaudo la 1é Shabbat. Gabriel ngu dén gan trua 10 day tim rira, thay qu.'?m ao va cho Chiara dén thung ling Jezreel. Ho dung laimot chat 6 Tel
Megiddo fié dén Eli Lavon, sau d(')ﬂ tiep tuc lai xe dén bien Gaﬂee. Mt troi gan 1§1n khi ho dén ngoi bié? thy da voi mau mat ong,nﬁm cheo leo trén go dat
nhin ra bién. Shamron dén ho tai cong truée. Khubn mit 6ng gdy va chay x¢ xuonga, 6ng phai di chuyen voi sy tro giip cta chiee giy. N6 duoc lam
bang go 6lu rat dep.

“Thu tréng tang n6 cho 61 e sang khi 61 roi trung tm phyc hdi & Jerusalem. T6i gan nhu mudn quat cdy gdy vao nguoi 6ng ta. Nhung Gilah lai nghi
cay gly lam toi trong n01 i bat hon”. Ong dan ho vao trong va nhin Gabriel. “Toi thiy cdu dang méic chiéc 40 ciia ti. By gio thi 1 rang t6i s& con song rat
lau nita vay nén toi mudn doi lai no”.

Gabriel coi 40 treo lén chiéc moc trong 16i vao nha. Anh nghe giong Gilah vang ra tir biét thur goi ho vao an ti. Khi ho bude vao phong an, Gilah dang
thap nén. Yonatan va vo dang & d6. Ca Rimona L cung chdng cd nita. Ronit ngdi ké bén cha minh va khéo léo mic thirc &n vao dia ctia 6ng khi thirc an
duogc chuyén khip ban. Ho khong n6i chuyén vé vu bin Shafiq hay Vatican. Thay vao d6 ho néi chuyén vé budi xuat hién ctia Gabriel trude Qubc hoi
M. Theo vé chua chét trén guong n¥it Shamron, ¢6 the thay ong khong hai long ve chuyén ndy. Ong n6i rd suy nghi cia minh. Sau bira t0i, khi hai nguoi
Ién san thurong n6i chuyén riéng, 6ng ndi han ra suy nghi ctia minh.

“Cau lm ding khi tir chdi trét hiu toa lan dau tién, Gabriel. Pang I& ciu khong nén doi y. Chi can suy nghi vé viéc cau ngdi trude ty ban Qubc hoi, cho
du viéc nay nam trong bi mét, cling khién t6i phai mat thém dé phuc hoi sau thang”.

“Noi bét d4u cude chién tranh Hbi gido toan cu k Ardp Xéut va chi nghia Wahhabi”, Gabriel dap. “Thirong vién can biét didu ndy. Ngudi dan M ciing
vay”.

“Cau c6 thé cho ho biét suy nghi ctia minh bang cach giri dién bi mét. Cau khong phai ngdi d6 trrdc mit bon ho tra 10i nhitng cau hoi nhur mdt ngudi
binh thudng khac duoc”.

Ho ngdi xudng ghé dbi dién hang lan can. Tring tron phan chiéu trén mit bién Galilee ém 4, va ¢ déng xa phia sau hd 1 ngon Golan stmg siing, den sim

chim trong bong dém. Sharmron thich ngdi trén sén thuong nhit vi né huéng vé phia Pong - phia quan thi. Ong dua tay xudng dudi miéng 16t ghé 1y ra
hdp thudc 14 bang bac va chiéc bat Itra Zippo.

“Ong khong nén hit thudc, Ari”.



“Toi da khong duoc hit thude ké tir khi & Hadassah va trung tim phuc hoi. Pay 1 diéu dau tién ké tir dém t6i bi tan cong’”.
“Thét 1 tin t5t lAnh”, Gabriel noi.

“Néu cau hé mdt 1i voi Gilah vé viée ndy, t6i s& danh cau ddy ™.

“Ong nghii minh lira dwoc Gilah ddy 42 Ba 4y biét hét”.

Shamron dra cude ndi chuyén tré lai chi d& budi didu tran ctia Gabriel & Washington.

“C6 I& cau c6 mot dong co chinh dang dé quyét dinh nhur thé”. Shamron n6i. “C6 1& cau mudn am didu d6 khac hon i chi béo voi nguoi dan My sur thit
vé nhing ngudi ban Ardp Xéut ctia ho”.

“Thé 6ng nghi dng co chinh dang cta t6i 1 gi?”

“Sau lan hoat dong tai Vatican, c4u da tr¢ thanh nhn vién tinh bao ndi tiéng nhét trén thé giéi. Con by gio. ..” Shamron nhin vai. “Nganh cta ching ta
khong wra chudng sur noi tiéng, Cau da khién ching t61 gan nhur khong thé stir dung lai cu trong vé boc nguy trang duoc nita™.

“T6i khong nhén cong viéce tai Luc hrong Pac nhiémnita, Ari. Thémnira, ho da trao cdng viéc d6 cho Uz”

“Uzi la mdt s§ quan gioi, nhung cau ta khong phai la cau”.

“Uz a nguyén nhan gitp Sarah Bancroft con song. Cau ta ding i nguoi can thiét dé linh dao Lirc hrong Déc nhiém
“Pang & cau khong nén stir dung mdt c6 gai My

“T6i ude ching ta cd thém hai ngudi nita gidng co dy”.

Shamron dudng nhur khong con thich thi véi diéu thude 4. Ong bo diéu thue vao hop va hoi Gabriel vé ké hoach cia anh.

“Toi con m)t s0 cong viée chura hoan thanh, bt dau k birc Van Gogh. Toi da hira voi Hannah Weinberg s& dem birc tranh tré lai cho ¢0 y. Pay  loi
hira t6i nhét dinh phéi giit, cho dii bay gidy t6i da trd thanh ngwoi duoc nhidu ngwoi biét dén”

“Céu biét burc tranh d6 ¢ dau khong?”
Gabriel git dau. “Toi dd gai may phat tin hiéu vao khung tranh khi phuc ché”, anh dép. “Birc hoa dang 6 trong dinh thy ctia Zizi tai Ile de la Cite”.

“Sau nhitng vi€c da xay ra vdi cdu tai Phap, cau lai du dinh an cép mdt buic tranh & Paris sa0?”. Shanron Hc du. “Cau lot vao nha anh ban Téng théng
M ctia cau con dé hon 1a vao mdt trong nhitng dinh thy ctia Zizi”.

Gabriel bac bo nhimg lo Fing ctia Shamron bang cai phiy tay gidng y nhu ciia 6ng.

“Sau d6 thi sao?”

Gabriel im Eing,

“Ronit da quyét dinh vé& nha”, Shamron n6i, “Nhung t6i c6 cam gidc cau s& rdi khoi ching toi mot 1in nira”
“T6i van chura quyét dinh”,

“T6i hi vong ciu da quyét dinh xong viéc v6i Chiara”.

“Chiing t6i s& cu6i nhau ngay khi c6 thé”.

“Cau s¢ thong bao tin nay voi Leah khi nao?”’

Gabriel tra 161 ong,

“Hay dua Gilah di cing cu”, Shamron n6i. “Ba 4y da dén thim Leah nhiéu lan khi cu dang hoat dong. Leah can mot ngudi me trong nhirng lic nhur thé
ndy. Va Gilah | ngudi me tuyét voi nbét”

Gabriel va Chiara qua dém trong can phong d6i dién ho. Liic ban mai, tat ca cting nhau 3n sang trén san thurong tran ngdp anh nang, sau do mdi ngudi di
mdt nga. Yonatan di vé huéng nam dé gia nhap don vi cta minh; Rimona, da quay tr6 lai lam viée tai Aman, di vé hudng nam dé tr vé& don vi ciia ¢o.
Gilah di cting Gabriel va Chiara. Ho tha Lavon xudng chd khai quét tai Tel Megiddo, sau do tiép tuc dén Jerusalem.

Khi ho dén bénh vién tim than trén niti Herz, troi da gan trua. Gido sur Bar-Zvi, trong thudn Do Thai v6i bo réu dai, dang chos ho tai hanh lang. Ho di t6i
van phong ctia ong va mat mot gio théq udn dé tim cach tot nhat dé bao tin cho Leah. Sy nam bat thure tai ctia ¢6 rat mo ho. Trong nhi€u ndm qua,
nhirng hinh 4nh tai Vién ctr chicu di chicu lai trong tri nhé ctia co, giong nhur doan video dugc tua di tua lai vay. Bay gio co dang bi lan 1on gitra qua khur



va hién tai, c6 nhitng khoanh khic c6 duoc tro vé v01 thure tai. Nhung 1di ¢6 lai mau chéng c}ﬁm vao nhirng hinh anh ctia quéa khir. Gabriel cam thy ¢6
bon phan phai ndi cho ¢6 bict sy thit, nhirng anh mudn lam viée ndy theo cach it dau dén nhat.

“Hinh nhur ¢6 4y ¢ phan (g voi Gilah”, bac sy n6i. “Cé I& chiing t6i nén néi chuyén vai ¢o Ay trurde anh”. Ong nhin ddng hd. “Bay gidr ¢6 4y dang &
ngoai vuon. Do 1a noi wra thich nhat cua ¢6 ay. Tai sao ching ta khong n6i chuyén & d6”.

skkesk

Leah dang ng01 trén xe ln, du6i bong rdm cua cdy thong da. D6i ban tay cd, day seo va bi bién dang, cAm mdt canh 6liu. Mai toc cd, timg c6 thoi rt
dai va den huyén, by gior cit ngin va gin nhur bac hét. Poi mit ¢6 van nhin xa ving khi nghe Gilah va bac 8§ noi. Muoi phit sau ho roi di. Gabriel bude
doc 16i di trong vurdn va quy trude xe Ein, ndm Iy nhitng gi con sot lai ctia ban tay. Chinh Leah 1 ngui cit tiéng,

“Anh c6 yéu cd gai dy khong?”

“C0, Leah, anh rdt yéu c6 4y”.

“Anh s& d6i xir t6t v6i ¢d dy chir?”

Nhirng giot mrdc mt roi trén mé anh. “C6, Leah, anh s& ddi xir tt voi ¢o dy”.

C6 ngoanh mt di. “Nhin tuyét kia, Gabriel. Tuyét roi that dep”.

“Emn6i dung, Leah, tuyét dep Fni”.

“Chtia 0i, em ghét thanh phd nay lim sao, nhung tuyét khién n6 tré nén xinh dep. Tuyét xo4 sach ti 16i khoi Vién. Tuyét roi trén Vién trong khi bom dan
roi trén Tel Aviv’. C6 quay lai nhin anh. “Anh s& van dén tham em chir?”

“C6, Leah, anh s& vin dén thim ent”

Sau do ¢6 lai ngoanh mit quay di. “Anh nhé cai chit gidy an toan cho Dani. udng di tron B’

“Conkhoe, ema. Laixe vé nha cin than nhé”.

“Bm s can than, Gabriel. Anh hon emdi”

Gabriel ghé mdi hon vét seo trén gd ma bj tan pha ctia ¢6 va nhidm it lai.

Leah thi thAm. “Nu hon cudi”.

Nhirng bire tuong trong phong ngi ctia Gabriel treo day tranh. C6 ba birc 1 do 6ng ngoai anh v&, d6 ciing | nhitng tic phdm cudi cing con sot ki ma
Gabriel c6 thé tim duoc - va hon mot ta do me anh v&. Ciing c6 mdt birc chﬁn dung tu hoa, v& theo phong ceich ctia Egon Schiele nhung khdng ¢6 chit
ky. Bire tranh v& mot thanh nién c6 mai toc bac trude tudi va gwong miit hoe hac bi dm anh boi bong dang tir than. Gabriel luon n6i voi Chiara bire tranh
1a tac pham tu hoa. Gid dy, khi nang nam canh anh, anh ndi v&i nang sy that, rang do 1a burc v& ctia Leah.

“Chi 4y v& btrc tranh khi n40?”. Chiara hoi.

“Ngay sau khi anh tr& vé tir vu Thang Chin Pen’”,

“Tai néing ctia chi 4y that dang kinh ngac”.

“Diing vay”, Gabriel n6i, nhin burc v&. “C6 4y gioi hon anh nhidu”

Chiara im lang mét luc. Sau d6 nang hoi. “Ching ta s€ ¢ day bao lau?”

“C6 I8 mot thang. C6 18 mit nam. Em biét nhig viéc nhur thé ndy dién ra nhur thé ndo ma, Chiara”,

“Em nghi minh can thém dd dac”.

“Taisao?”

“Vi chiing ta khong thé chi song bang phong v& va mot cai giudng”.

“Ching ta c6 thé ma”, anh dp. “Chiing ta con can gi khac nira?”
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Chuong 41
Paris. Thang Tam

Hé théng an ninh phét hién ra vu dot nhp vao lic 2 gio 38 pht sang. D6 la may cambién 154, duoc dat trén mot trong s6 murdi bén canh cira Phap
dan tir vuon phia sau vao dinh thy. Hé thong khong dugc két ndi véi cong ty bao vé hay voi canh sat Paris, chi duge n6i voi mdt tram trung tim trong
dinh thy, ¢4 mot di an ninh ¢b dinh dwoe bd tri ngodi quanh chiéc dong hd. Tét ca déu i cyu thanh vién ctia Doi Can vé Quc gia Ardp Xeéut .

Tén nhén vién an ninh dAu tién dén chiéc cira dang mo trong vong mudi lim gidly sau khi ¢ bao dong khong 4m thanh. Mot trong su ngudi dot nhap
deo mit na Kp tirc danh hén bét tinh. Mudi gidly sau, thém hai tén linh gic cling dén chd ndy, sing lim lam trong tay cting bi ha guc boi ctng ngurdi dot
nhdp. Tén linh gac thir tu | moOt ga 28 tudi khong mubn chét vi tai san cia mdt ty phi, p tirc gio tay dAu hang, Nguoi ¢6 sing don ngd tén Ardp Xéut
gue xubng san nha va ngdi lén ngue hén dé kiém tra nanhmhhlenthlcua mot thiét bi nho cam tay. Miic du trim kin nt, tén Arap Xéut van c6 thé nhin
thay d6i mit anh ta ¢ mau xanh thim Khong hé néi 1oi ndo, nguoi mét xanh go tay ra hiéu di chuyen vé cau thang chinh giira. Hai thanh vién trong doi
tién Ién phia trude. Ba muroi gidy sau ho quay tré lai, mang theo mot vat duy nhat. Nguoi dot nhap mét xanh nhin xudng gi Arap Xéit mdt cach binh tinh.
“N6i v6i Ziz lan t6i tao s& dén tim han”, anh ta n6i bang tiéng Ardp hoan héo, sau d6 anh ta tang khiu sting vao du gi Ardp Xéut khién hén bt tinh.

Ba dém sau tai Phép, trung tim nghién ctru Chi nghiia bai Do Thai Isaac Weinberg mo cira trén duong Rosier, khu Marais. Gibng nhur phan I6n nhitng
vAn de lién | quan dén ngudi Do Théi & Phap, viée thanh lap trung tim gy ra nhleu tranh cai. Bang Qudc gia cyc hiru ctia Jean-Marie Le Pen dét ra cau
h6i vé ngudn tai tro cho trung tam, trong khi mdt gido sy Hoi gido da kéu goi ty chay va t6 chirc mdt cude biéu tinh Am 7 vao dém khai truong. Ba muroi
phit sau khi khai tiéc, xuét hién 16 de doa d4nh bom. Tét ca nhitng ngudi c6 mit, bao gdm Hannah Weinberg, ngudi sang lap dong thoi ciing i Giam
ddc trung tAm, bi mdt don vi canh sat chng khing bd Phép dura ra khoi toa nha. Phan con lai ciia chwrong trinh don khach bi hiry ngay.

Khuya dém do,4 ¢6 tu tap cling vai nguoi ban an khuya & cubi duong Jo Goldenberg. Hon muroi gio, ¢6 dibd Vé can hg chung cu trén duong Pavee,
duoc mdt nhdn vién an ninh ctia Pai str quan Israel theo sau bao v¢. Khi lén ]au, ¢6 mo ctra cén phong phia cudi hanh lang chinh giita va bat dén kén. Co
dimg mot I, chiém ngudng burc tranh treo trén tuong phia trén ban trang diém hoi tho Au, sau d6 co tit dén di ngi.

Chuwrong 42

Istanbul. Thang Tam

Cudi cling moi viée ciing dugc gidi quyét nhd mdt vu giao dich lim an, diéu khién ca Gabriel va Carter xem nhur mic khai ctia Péng thiéng liéng. Tién d6i
Jdy thong tin ding nhu truyén thong Trung Dong. Hai muroi riu do la mbt mang song Ngudn 14 ctia Carter, mot Hoang tir Ardp Xéut cap thép bi xo gan
va nghién gii diém Romania. Tién 14 ciia Gabriel, niic di1s6 tlen d6 timg thudc vé Zizi al-Bakari. Hoang tir chi cung cap duoc thoi gian va dia diém chir
khong thé néu ra mt cai tén ndo. Thi gian I thir Hai sau tuan dau tién ciia thang Tam. Dia diém 1 khéch san Ceylan Inter-Continental & Istanbul.

Hén dén khach san dudi tén al-Rasheed. Hin cao hon so véi tri nhd ctia ho. Toc héin dé dai va bac gin hét, giéng nhur bo rau ram Bét chip cai néng oi
a cua thang tam, hanvammc 40 somldaltayvade tayphaltrongtulquan Hién tir chdi 11 d& nghi gitp d& ctia ngudi xach hanh Iy va tr rmngchlec i
duy nhét Ién day phong ndm trén Ju hai muroi lim. Ban cong ciia han nhin bao quat Bosphorus. Phong ¢6 quang canh la mot trong nhitng yéu cau cua
hén. Nho chi mdt s6 tién In mua thong tin, Gabriel b}et duoc yéu cau dy, ciing nhu biét hin duge giao phong ndo. Vao lic 10 gid 09 phit, gi dan ong
budc ra ban cong va nhin xuong dudi. Han khong biet dudi dudng ¢ hai ngudi dan 6ng dang cham chil quan sat minh.

“C6 phai hén khong, Eli?

“Chinh I han”

“Céu chéc khong?”

“Chéc chan”.

Gabriel dua Lavon chiéc dién thoai di dong. Lavon lhc dau.

“Anh lam di, Gabriel. T6i khong phai ngudi lam 5t viéc kho khan”.

Gabriel quay s6. Mot gidly sau, ban cong chim trong mit quéa dan Iira chéi mit, co thé bdc chay ciia Ahmed bin Shafiq x¢é man dém roi xung. Gabriel
doi dén khi thi thé hin cham nyit dudng méi gai s6 chiéc Mercedes di vé phia Cannes.

Nha hang La Pizza i mt trong nhig noi ndi tiéng nhét & Cannes, vi thé tin nha hang da dwoc dat dé t6 chirc tiéc riéng lim hong mit ngay thang tim
tuyét voi. C6 nhidu phong doén khip dai 1o Croisette vé danh tinh ciia ngudi khéch chiu choi ndy. Tuy nhién, nhitng du khach hiéu biét dén thim thanh
phd déu biét cau tra o1 ndm & vimg nude ngay sau Cang Cii. Alexandra, chiéc du thuyén khdng 16 ciia Abdul Aziz al-Bakari da dén Cannes budi sang
h6m d6, va moi ngudi déu biét rang Zizi luén chao mimg viée dén mot thanh phd bang cach thué tron gbi mdt nha hang ndi tiéng nht trong ving,

Bita ti dwoc én lich vao Iic 9 gidr. Vao lic 8 gior 55 phiit, hai chiée tau Ion tach khoi Alexandra, huéng vé phia cang dudi 4nh sang hung do lic chidu ta.



Hai chiéc tau ha neo ddi dién nha hang La Pizza ltc 8 gior 58 phit. Boan ngudi m(f)ng tau di vé& phia nha hang dudi sy bao vé clia hang rao an ninh day
dac. Hau hét céc du khach tu tap dé chimg kien sy viéc pho trrong ny khong bict tén cua Zizi al-Bakari. Ho cling khong nhan ra bat cir ai trong doan
tly ting dong dao cua han ta. Nhung ba nguoi dan 6ng dang quan sat tai gian cdy cuoi bén Saint-Pierre biét.

Poan tily ting 6 lai nha hang La Pizza hai tiéng. Chéic chiin béo gi6i s& khai thac sy kign khong c6 ruou vang va thude 1 tai bita tiéc. Didu ndy duoc xem
la bang chimg ca dire tin I6n lao. Vao lic 11 gio 6 phit, ho roi khoi nha hang, bude ve phia hai chice tau dang doi. Zizi, nhu thuong 16, di cudi doan,
dugc hai g che chian. Mot ga gbc Ardp to 16n, khuon mit tron, mit nho, va ru dé. Ga kia 1a ngudi Phap niic d6 den c6 mii toc vang cot theo kicu
dudi ngya.

[Chuc ban doc sach vui vé tai. .com- gac nhd cho ngudi yéu sach. ]

Lic nay, mot trong nhitng ngudi theo doi dudi gian cy da chuyén sang ng01 tai quan ca phé ké bén nha hang La Pizza, 46 la mOt nguoi vai rong c6 mai
toc vang dau. Khi Zizi buoe dén dung vi tri nguoi d6 va dong ddida chon dé ha sat, anh ta nhn nut trén chiéc dién thoai di dong. Chi vai gidy sau, hai
chiéc xe may ri ga trén duong Quai Saint-Pierre. Khi t6i gan méy tay lai it sting va nha dan. Zizi bi ban tring trude, va bi thurong chi tir. Nhiing tén vé
sy dibén hén ta 1t sting ra va ciing bi bin chét ngay p tirc. Sau do hai chiéc xe méy queo gip sang trii, chay doc 1én dbi va bién mit vao khu thanh
cO.

Ngudi dan 6ng c6 méi toc vang dau dimg ddy budc di. Py 1 nhiém vu dau tién ctia anh trong cwrong vi thit inh Lirc Iwong Bc nhiém. Moi viée dién ra
theo ding k& hoach. Nhung vao lic d6 anh bict rang viée gict choe s& khong cham dit & Cannes, vi canh trong cubi cting anh thay khi bude dila Nadia
al-Bakari, quy g0i trude thi thé ctia cha minh, gao thét doi tra thi.

Hét

Loi cudi:

Xin cam on dén:

Trang Web: thuquan.net

Nhitng nguoi da bo cong suu tam, danh méy, stra chinh ta, design dé c6 dwoc ban Ebook ndy.

Phat hanh: Pham Huy Hing, ..
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