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Chuong 1

Danh tang Maggie

Ngudi ban dau tién va tot nht ctia Jack Reacher & Hoa Ky
Chuong 1

Thir Sau. Nam gis chicu. C6 thé I thoi diém kho khéin nhéit dé di chuyén qua mdt thanh phd m khong b ai nhin théyy. Ma ciing 6 thé | d& nhat. BSi vi
vao ndm gio' chiéu ngay thir Sau chang ai quan tim dén bat cir dicu gi. Ngoai trir con duong trudc mit.

Ga dan 6ng mang khau stng trrdng 1ai xe vé huéng Béc. Khong nhanh, khong cham Khong gay chiy. Khong ¢6 gi ndi bat. Ga ngdi trong mdt chiéc xe
minivan [ 1] mau sang da kha xgc xéch va cii k§. Trong xe chi c6 minh gi. Gad nyic mjt chiéc 40 mura sang mau va mot chiéc mii len méo mo ciing sang
mau, logi ma nhitng dng gia hay doi trong san gbn khi tt néng hoc troi dang mira nhe. Ngang mil ¢6 mdt bang hai tong méu d6. Chiée mii duoc kéo

sup xudng, Chiéc 40 mura cai kin Ién trén. Ga mang kinh rAm cho dui chiéc xe c6 kinh sdm méu va bau trdi bén ngoai kha u dm. Va nghil g mang ging tay
cho di1 con ba thang nita moi dén mia dong va thoi tiét ching lanh chit ndo.

[1]: Minivan: loai xe hoi tir s4u dén mudi hai chd ngdi (tat ca cac chi thich déu ctia ngudi dich).

Dong xe ddn lai chi con bd chim chim khi dudng s6 Mot bét du lén ddc. Ri tic lai hoan toan ¢ chd hai lan duong b thu Eim mdt vi lop nhyra dwong b
x6i Ién dé stra sang, Khap thanh pho chd nao ciling thay stra dudng.

Sudt ndm nay viéc i xe qua 1 mdt con 4 mong. HO 16n hd nho trén dudng, xe tai chd da dam, chd bé tong, xe xit nhura dudng. Ga dan 6ng mang sing
bo tay khoi tay lai. Kéo tay 4o lén. Xem gio.

Mudi mdt phut.
Cu kién nhén.

Ga nhic chan khoi ban dap phanh cho chiéc xe nhich 1én. Roi g lai ngung noi con dudng thu hep lai, via hé md r6ng ra - noi bt dau khu mua sém trung
tam. Hai bén tréi phai déu c6 nhimg gian hang I6n, cai sau lai cao hon cai trude vi do ddc ciia ngon ddi. Nhitng via hé r6ng tha hd cho khach mua sim
dao quanh. Nhirng cot co va cot dén bang gang sép hang dai nhu nhitng tén linh gac ngin giira dong ngudi di bo va xe c¢d. Khong gian cho ngudi rong
hon cho xe c. Dong xe di chuyén rit cham. Ga lai xem dong ho.

Tam phtt.
Ctr kién nhan.

MOt trim thirde sau khu phd da bét vé simuét. Canh tn tic ciing do hon. Puong s Mot mo rong ra va con phd lai trd nén hoi up xup. Nhitng quan
bar va nhitng cira hiéu ré tién. Roi mot bai dau xe bén tréi. R lai canh sira chita, noi ngudi ta dang mo rong béi dau xe. i thém chit nita, con duong bi
mot bure tudng thip chiin lai. Phia sau né i mdt quang trrdng 1ong gié danh cho khach bd hanh véi mdt c4i hd canh va dai phun nuée. Bén tréi quang
truong, tda nha thu vién cli cta thanh phd. Bén phai, mdt toa nha van phong moi xdy. Phia sau quang truong, mot toa cao 6¢ Op kinh mau den. Buong
s0 Mot dot ngdt ngodit sang phai trude mit bire tuong bao quanh quang truong roi chay iép vé huéng Ty, qua nhitng con ngd hau bé bon va nhitng
bén tau cit hang roi xudi xudng bén dudi duong xa 19 treo cia bang

Nhung i dan 6ng trén chiéc minivan glamtoc d6 trude khi dén khiic & trurdc mit quang truong va & dé vao bai dau xe. Ga chay thing Ién dudng déc.
O do khong 6 thanh chin duodng vi mdi chd déu co dong ho tinh tién riéng. Nhur vy la khong c6 nhan vién thu tlen, khong nhan chimg, khong vé dau
xe, khong dau vét bang vian ban. Ga dan 6ng trong xe biét tat ca nhing diéu d6. Ga lai vong xe theo duong ddc dén tang thir hai rdi chay thang dén goc
xa tit phia sau. Dé méay xe nd nhé nhe mot lat, mo cira chudi ngudi nhe nhang ra khoi xe roi doi mot cai try chin dudng mau cam khoi chd dau ma i da
chon. D6 I chd trong cing ctia bai ddu xe cii, ngay ké bén phan méi dang duoc xy thém
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Ga l4i xe vao chd dau do6 va tat méy. Ngél yén mot chbc. Bai ddu xe imang, nhiing chiéc xe nim yén ling da chodn kin moi chd dau. Chd dauma gi da
gianh tnrde bang céi tru chin dudng la chd duy nhét con lai. Bai dau xe luén luon ddy cimg. Ga biét dleu do. 6 Ia Iy do vi sao ngudi ta dang ndi rong
16 ra. Nguoi ta dang mo rong nd ra gap d6i dién tich hién c6. Bai nay chii yéu danh cho khach mua sim. Vi thé né moi im dng nhur thé nay. Khong c6
ngudi ndo du éc binh thirdng lai ra vé lic nam gidr ca, dé khoi bi ket vao gidr lwu thong cao diém. Khoi bi ket gitta nhitng cong truong stra duong dang
dé. Hodic ho ra vé tir lic bdn gios hodc ch cho dén sau gio.

G4 dan 6ng trong xe nhin dong ho.
Bén phiit.
Thoai méi di.

GAmo cha'buc‘A)ng 14iva lchra. Ly ra khoi ti mot d6ng hai muroi Bim xu va bo vao khe cot thu tién. Vin manh can gat, nghe tiéng dong xu roi xudng,
nhin vach s6 nhay 1én mot gio dong hd. Khong cé tiéng dong nao khac. Khong c6 gi khac trong khong khi ngoai trir miii ctia nhiing chiéc xe dang dau.
M x&ng, nuii cao su, muii khdi thai lanh o.

Ga dtmg yén bén chiéc xe. Dudi chan gi mang mot doi tng cao ¢ cil. Vai kaki da 10n, nhirng 16 xau don, dé kép tring, do hing Clarks of England ché
tao, duoc linh trong Lurc lugng Péc biét rat khoai ding, Mot kicu dang kinh dién, c¢6 & tir sdu muroi nim nay chura thay doi.

G liéc nhin lai cot tinh tién. Nam muroi chin phit. Ga khong can dén ndm muoi chin phit. Ga mé canh cira truot sau xe, chdm vio trong, mé mdt tim
bat dé 16 ra cay sing. N6 i mot cay Springfield M1A Super Match tir dong nap dan, bang sting bang gd ¢ ché My, nong stng loai nang ché riéng, 6
dan chira duge nmuroi vién, dan ¢3.308. N6 1a phién ban thirong mai cua khAu bén tia tur dong nap dan M14 quan doi My da sir dung trong subt nhitng
nam xa xua khi gi con tai ngfi. N6 I mot thir vii khi rét kha. C6 18 khong hin hoan toan chinh xac ngay phat dau tién nhur mt khau sting kiéu chét thuoe
¢& hang dAu, nhung n6 duoc im. N6 s& choi rét duge. Ga khong dinh nhdm tir nhitng khoang cach qua xa. N6 duoc nap dan Lake City M852. Loai
dan phdi hop hén wra nhét. V6 ddng thau MatchLakeCity dic biét, thudc sing Federal, nhitng d4u dan Sierra Matchking 168 grain [2] dau I5m dudi
thu6n. Pan nap vao tdt hon khau sing, ¢6 1& vay. Hoi thiu tirong xtmg mot chit.

[2]: Pon vi do trong hrong, 1 grain= 0,0648g.

G ling nghe su nn]angxmgquanhrélnlﬁc khéu stng khoi bang ghé sau. Mang n6 theo dén noi tiép gidp giira bai dau xe cuvaphéndangxaydu‘ng,
Co6 mot cai ranh chimg mot phan gitta phan bé tong cli va moi. Nhur mbt duong phén chia ranh giéi. Ga doan do 1a mot khe giéin nhit. D8 phong cai
néng mua he. G3 doan ngudi ta sap tramday no bang héc in mém Ngay phia trén né | mot dai bang miu vang va den co ghi Cha Y, Khong Pugc Vao
giing ngang hai cay cot. Ga quy mot chan xudng rdi trurdn ngudi qua. Bmg ddy va bude vao khu xay dung méi con ngdn ngang.

Co6 nhiing pham nén bé tong da duoc trat lang, c6 phan con th6 nham dang cho 16p phi trén cting. Nhitng tAm van nam rai rac day d6 dé c6 chd giam
Ién. Nhitng dong bao gy dung xi ming nam bira bai, mjt s0 con day nguyén, mot s6 da hét. Co thém nhidu khe glan nhiét chura tram. C6 hang day
bong dén tran, tit ngim Nhing xe cut kit trong khong, lon nuée rong da bep, nhimg cudn déy dién, nhimg ddng gd dir kich thude, nhitng dong da
nghién, nhitg may tron bé tong ndm im tiéng, Bui xi ming x4m xit bay khiip moi noi, min nhur bot tim, va mii voi uét thoang qua.

G4 dan 6ng mang sing bude tiép trong bong ti cho t6i khi dén gin goc Pong Béc ctia khu moi. Ga dimg lai, ti manh ng vao céi cot bé tong nham va
dimg yén. Nhich dan timg chit mot V& phia tay phai, quay dAu cho t6i khi gi c6 thé thiy noi minh dimg. Noi gi dung cach bire twong vanh dai moi cta
bai dau xe chimg tambg. Nhin vé phia Bic. Burc tudng cao chimg ngang hong. Pang xdy do. N6 c6 nhitng chiéc bu long bit vao dé do nhimg doan
chéin duong bang kim loai dé chin xe cd khoi tong vao bé tong, C6 nhimg dé khoan sin trén san chd nhimg cot dong hd moi.

Ga dan 6ng mang stng nhich 1én va xoay nguoi mot chit cho t6i khi cam nhn dugce goc cia cay cot ndm giita cac nhanh xwong ba vai. Ga xoay dau lai.
Gid thi gi nhin vé huéng Dong Béc. Nhin thing vio quang trrdng cong cong. Cai hd «canh | mot hinh chi¥ nhat dai va hep chay dai trude ga. C6 1€ nb
dai khodng tam muroi bo va ngang hai muroi bo. N6 nhu la mbt binh chira murde Ion ndm ngay d6. Nhu I mot cai hd I triing trén mit dat. N6 duoc bao
quanh bang bon birc - twong gach cao ngang hong ngudi. Nude vd vao nhitng myt turdng bén trong hd. Tam mét gi ndm chinh x4c trén dudng chéo tir
goc it trude ganké ctia n6 dén goc xa phia sau ctia n6. Nhin qua, nuée sau khoang ba b. Bai nude phun kén ngay chinh gitra ho. Gaco thé nghe thiy
tiéng murdc, ciing nhu nghe thy tiéng ludng xe rét chim trén duong, va ca tiéng chan ngurdi di bén dudi gi. Tuong chén phia trude hd nim khoang ba bo
phia sau burc trdng ngin cich quang trudng véi duong s6 Mot. Hai birc twong thip, chay song song sat nhau khoang hai muoi bo, tir Pong sang Ty,
chi chira lai chiéu rong vira di cho mot 1i di hep & giira.

Ga dang & trén ting hai ctia bai dau xe, nhung vi duong sb Mot chay déc 1én trén nén quang trurdng ludn. chi ndm duwdi ga chua t6i mot téng. Hién nhién
s& A mot goc xéo xudng dudi, nhung ciing it thoi. Bén Federal, nhiing dau dan Sierra Matchking 168 phai quang truong g ¢6 thé nhin thiy canh cira
toa nha van phong m6i. Toa nha kha t0i tan. N6 da dwoc xdy xong va van chura duroc ai thué ca. Ga biét diéu do. Vi thé, dé khu trung tm moi con gitr
duoc chut tin nhiém, chinh quyén bang nhét day nhimg vin phong chinh phi vao toa nha d6. Sé Pang kiém dat trong do, ciing nhur vin phong tuyén quan
két hop cua ca Hai quan-Khong quan-Thiy quan luc chién. C6 I8 vin phong ctia S& An sinh xa hdi ciing ¢ trong d6. C6 18 S Thué nita. Ga dan ong
mang stng khong chiic lim. Va g ciing ching quan tim

Ga quy xubng roi nam sap han xudng. Bo thip 1 phurong thire di chuyén chit yéu ctia dén bén tia. Trong thoi gian con tai ngii gi da bo thip hang triéu
dam. Pau gbi, cti chd va bung. Nguyén Iy chién thudt tiéu chuén ctia dén bin tia va may bay chi diém I tach ra khoi dai doi mdt nghin thude va bo vao
vi tri. Trong thdi gian hudn luyén nhiéu khi gi phéai mat nhidu & cho chuyén do, dé tranh khoi bi dng nhom ciia quan sat vién phét hién. Nhung lin ndy gi
chi phai bd ¢6 tambd. Va theo nhur g biét thi khong co chiéc dng nhom ndo dang quan sat minh,

Ga dén duoc chan tuong va nam ¢p chat nguoi xubng nén bé tong gbd ghé. ROi gi co minh [én trong tu thé ngdi. ROi gi chuyen sang quy. Ga gap chan
phéi gon bén dudi. Ga chdng cang chan trai thing Ién. Ga twa cli cho tay trai Ién dau gbi chan tréi. Nang sing Ién. Tura phan cubi ctia thin sting Ién birc



twong bé tong thip. Nhich stng lui t6i d¢ lwa thé cho dén khi cam théy viimg vang va thodi méi. Tur thé quy, gido trinh hudn luyén goi n6 nhu thé. Pay |
mot tu thé kha dugc. ‘Theo kinhnghiém cua i, tu thé nay chi thua tur thé namsap ¢ gid do sing ma thoi. GA hit thd that sdu. Ban mit pha,it, ha mot
mang. D6 14 nguyén tac cta dan ban tia. Muon thanh cong doi hoi kiem che, yén ling va binh tinh. Ga hit vao su, tho ra chim rai. Cam thay thur gién.
Céam thay thoai mai nhu ¢ nha.

Sén sang,

Xamnhdp thanh cong,

Gid thi chd cho dén dung thoi diém

%k sk ok

G cho khoang bay phtt, ndim yén, tho nhe, gitt cho dau 6c khong suy nghi gi het (G2 nhin toa nha thu vién bén tay trai. Bén trén va phia sau n, xa 1o
treo cudn lai trén céc tru 46, nhur thé 6m ]ay toa nha to 16n cfi k§ bang d4 voi, ap uno, che cho no. Réi xa 16 lai trai thing ra va vurot qua phia sau toa
cao b¢ op kinh den. No gan nhu ngang bang véi tang lau bén phia sau d6. Ban thin toa cao d¢ ¢6 bicu tuong con cong cua dai NBC [3] trén mot tang
da nguyén khdi gin cong chinh, nhung g3 dan 6ng mang sting biét réing d6 chi B mdt chi nhanh nho khong chiém hét ca toa nha. Chic hin khong hon mot
tang lAu ma thoi. Phén con lai chéic 1 nhimg cong ty ludt chi c6 mdt nguoi, hay cac phong ké toan cong cong, hay nhing vin phong ctia cac cong ty dia
dc¢ hay bao hiém, hay nhing cong ty dau tu. Hay dé trdng

[3]: NBC: National Broadcasting Company USA: Cong ty Truyén thong Quic gia.

Nguoi ta dang ra khoi toa nha m6i bén phai. Nhimng ngudi vira ly doc bang 1ai m6i, hay ndp lai nhiing bién s6 xe ct, hay di dAu quéan, hay tranh i voi
bon cong chirc cira quyén ciia lién bang, Rét dong ngudi. Nhing vin phong chinh phit dang déng cira. Nam gioy chiéu thir Sau. N |gudi ta tir cac canh
cira dira va budc theo mot chidu phai - trai ngay trudc mét &, don lai vao mdt hang khi bude vao khoang hep va di qua phia cudi c4i hd canh giita hai
btrc tuong thz}p Nhu nhing con vt trong trrdng tap ban. Het con nay dén con khac. Mot khu vre giau muce tiéu. Tam dan khoang mot trimbg. Udc
chirng nhu thé. Chéc chan chua dén ba muroi lam thude. Rat gan.

Ga cho.

Mot s6 ngudi ra nhimg ngon tay qua man nurée khi bude di. Cac bire tuong cao wira ding tAm dé hm didu d6. Ga dan 6ng mang sting 6 thé nhin thiy
nhing ddng xu bang ddng sang p lanh trén nén gach it mau den dudi nude. Ching di dong va nhip nho & chd voi nurde phun khoi dong mt mrdc.

(2 quan sat. Ga cho doi.

Dong ngudi dong dan én. By gio c6 nhidu ngudi bude ra ctng e dén ndi ho phai ding lai, tu thanh nhom, nhich di that chim, va cho dé lam thanh mot
hang nguoi duy nhét dé di qua gitta hai birc tuong thip. Gidng nhur dong xe ¢o tn tic lai & dudi con duong s6 Mot. Mot cai ¢b chai. Ong di trude di.
Khong, 6ng di trude di. Piéu ndy im cho moi nguroi chim lai. Gios thi ho 1 nhitng con vit di chuyén chidm trong trudng ban.

Ga dan 6ng mang stng hit sdu vao rdi thd ra, va chd doi.

R&i gi khong chd nira.

G siét co sung, tiép tuc siét.

Phat dau tién tring vao dau mdt ngudi dan ong khién dng ta chét tirc khic. Tiéng sting nd 1on rdi thém mot tiéng réc siéu 4m tir du dan voi mot udng
surong mi1 mau hong tir cai dau phut ra va dng ta rét xuong nhur mdt con roi bi cat day.

Mot mang ngay phat dau tién.
Xuét sic.

Ga ban rat nhanh, tir trai qua phai. Phat thir hai tring ngay dau nguoi ké tiép. Co két qua nhu phat dAu tién, rat chinh xac. Phat thir ba tring dau mot
nguoi dan ba. Cling mot két qua. Ba phat trong vong ¢6 I& hai gidy. Ba myc tiéu bi triét ha. Bét ngd tuyét ddi. Khong mdt phan (g nao trong chimg nira
gidy. Saudo la hon loan. La thét. Kinh hoang. Muoi hai nguoi bi méc ket trong khong gian hep giita birc twong ctia quang trudng va bire tudng ctia cai
hd. Ba nguoi da chét. Chin ngudi con lai x6 nhau chay. Bdn nguoi chay t6i phia trude, ndm ngudi kia b nhao tranh nhitng c4i xac va chay lui lai. Nam
ngudi ndy va vao dong ngudi van dang tién vé phia trude. Nhitng tiéng thét dot ngdt cat lén. Mot khdi nhimg ngudi kinh hoang don cimg lai ngay trude
mit g3 dan 6ng mang sing. Khoang cach chira dén ba muroi hai thude. Rét gin,

Phat sting nha?'m{l vao dau thir tur clia g giét phét mot nguroi dan 6ng mic vest. Phat thir ndm truot hoan toan. Vién dan Sierra Matchking bay sat vai mbt
ngudi dan ba roi rit 1én, lao thang vao caihd va bien mat. Ga khong mang dén no, 1€ hong sting chut xiu, phat thir sau ban tring song mii mjt nguoi dan
ong va pha vo dau ong ta.

Ga dan 6ng ngimg ban.

Ga hyp nguoi xubng dudi burc tuwong cta bai dau xe va bo lui lai ba bo. Ga ngiri thdy mii thudc stng, va giita tiéng vang u u trong tai gi c6 thé nghe thiy

tiéng phu nit la khoc, tleng chan chay va tiéng cho rang rac Kkhi ngudi ta phd hang rao ma chay trén con dudng bén dudi. Ga nghi, Pung lo, nhung ké nhd
bé kia. Moi chuyén chém durt roi. Gio ta di ddy. Ga ndm sap, vun nhitng vo dan thianh mot dong. Chét dong Lake City sang Bp lanh trrdc mit gi. Ga



bum nam céi vo dan vao doi ban tay mang ging, nhung cai thir sau lan di 10i roi xudng mdt khe gidn nhiét chura tram. Rt thang xudng cai ranh nho siu
hai muroi phan rong mot phan. Ga nghe mot tiéng vang kho, lang & khi n6 cham day.

Quyét dinh sa0?
Tét nhién i méc nd.
Khéng con thi gio dau.

Gal nhét nam céi vo dan vao tifi 40 mura rdi bo lui lai trén nhimg dau ngdn chén, ngon tay va bung. Ga néim immot kt Fing nghe tiéng la khoc. Roi nhom
ngudi ding lén. Quay ngudi, bude lui theo con duong da dua ga t6i déy, nhanh nhen nhung binh tinh, di qua dong bé tong g6 ghe, doc theo nhiing tim
van 16t 16 di, xuyén qua bong toi va bui mil, uon dudi dai bang mau vang va den. Trd lai chiec xe.

Canh cira sau vin dé mo. Ga goi khdu sting dang con Am trong tAm bat rdi ddy canh cira dong lai. Leo én xe va nd mdy. Liéc nhin cot thu tién qua cira
kinh. Ga con dén bdn muroi bon phut. G b xe thing vao duong dbc dan ra. Lai xudi dbc va ra khoi 16i ra khong c6 nguroi trong, 101 18 plni, 101 18 phai
tiép vao nhing dudng phd ngang doc phia sau nhirng siéu thi. Ga da chay qua khoang dudi duong xa 1o 10i mGi nghe tiéng cdi bao dong dau tién. Ga the
ra. Nhiing tiéng coi huéng vé phia Dong, con gi thi chay vé phia Tay.

(A nghi, Cong viéc that my man. Xam nhap kin d4o, bén sau phat, ha guc nam muc tiéu, thoat ra ém thim, tht sudn sé ém nhu mo.

R&i g chot mim cuoi. Nhiing con sb thong ké ctia quan doi sau nhiéu nim cho biét ring, trong quan doi hién dai mudn x6a s6 mdt mang ké thii phéi mit
hét khodng muoi kim nghin vién dan do b binh bén. Nhung dbi véi nhitng tay bin tia chuyén nghiép thi két qué cao hon thé. Cao hon rt nhidu. Cu thé
14 cao hon dén murdi hai nghin rudi lan, Trong quén ddi hién dai, mdt tay bén tia ha mdt mang ké thit chi véi ding mot- phay hai vién dan. Va mot trén
mdt-phiy-hai ngiu nhién lai tring v6i con s0 nam trén sdu. Chinh xac 1a ty ¢ d6. S hoc don thuan. Thé I, ngay ca sau ngan Ay nam, mot tay bén tia
duoc dao tao bai ban van dat duoc thanh tich ma nhiing huén luyén vién ngay xua ctia hin doi hoi. Chéc hin ho phai Ay m hai long vé diéu do.

Nhung céc hudn luyén vién da hudn luyén nhitng tay bin tia cho mit trén, chir khong phai cho t9i pham ¢ d6 thi. V6i t0i pham ¢ d6 thi, nhitng nhin to
khong c6 trén mat trdn tham gia vao rat nhanh chong. Nhitng nhan t6 nay c6 kha nang thay d6i dinh nghia vé thoét ra emtham Trong trudng hop cu thé
ndy, giéi truyén thong phan img nhanh nhat. Khong c6 gl dang ngac nhién, boi vi vund sting nay xay ra ngay trude cura s chi nhanh dia phuong cta hing
NBC. C6 hai diéu xay ra trude ca khi ca chyc khach b hanh khlep via bAm sb 911 trén dién thoai di dong ctia ho cung mot lic. Trude tién, tAt ca may
quay phim ¢& nho trong vin phong NBC bét du hoat dong, Nhiing my quay duoc khoi dong va hudng dng kinh ra cac cira sb. Thir hai, mdt nguoi
dan churong trinh thoi sy dia phurong tén B Ann Yanni bt dau duyét lai cai ma c6 ta biét ring n6 s& B ban tin néng dau tién trong doi minh. C5 ta run riy
hoéng s vo cling, nhung biét ngay ddy chinh 1 co hoi. Vi thé, ¢ ta khéi sur bién soan ngay trong dau minh. C6 ta biét ring tir ngit tao nén sy kién, va
nhirng chix bat lén trong du ¢6 trudc tién 1 ban tia va nhan tim vatan sat. Sy diép am [4] co duoc hoan toan do ban niang, Tinh sdo rong ciing vay.
Nhung tan sat 1 cach c6 ta nghi vé n. Va tan sat | mdt tir tuyét hay. N6 chuyén tai su bira b, sy that thudng, sur tan bao, sy da man. N6 khong xac
dinh dong co, ciing khong xac dinh nhan vat. N6 [ tir chudn xac nhét cho cau chuyén ny. Ciing lic d6 ¢6 ta hiéu né khong thich hop cho tiéu dé bén
duéi hinh anh. Ding chit vu tham sat s& hay hon. Vu tham sat dém thir Sau? Vuy thim sat trong gios cao diém? C6 ta chay dén bén cira va hy vong gi
chuyén vién do hoa s& phat kién ra dwoc mdt diéu gi dai loai nhur vdy.

[4]: Nguyén vin tiéng Anh: bin tia, nhan tm va tan sat lan luot i sniper, senseless va slaying kip lai ciing 4m's ¢ dau mdi tir.

Trén mit trén ciing khong c6 luc rong cong lue cta thanh phd. Mot chuc ¢t phon goi 911 ciing liic da thip sang tong dai khan cap nhu mdt cay thong
Noel, rdi canh sat dia phwrong va doi ciru hoa cling xuat phat trong vong bon muroi gidy. Tét ca déu duoc lénh xuét phét véi dén xe nhap nhy va cdi hy.
Moi xe canh sat, moi nhan vién diéu tra, moi k¥ thuat vién kham nghiém hién trudng, moi xe ctru hoa, moi nhan vién y t&, moi xe ctru thuong. Thoat dau
thét 1 hon loan. Nhitng ¢t phon dén 911 déu rat hot hoang va khong mach lac ti ndo. Nhung hién nhién ¢ ddy c6 t6i 4c, va ching 16 rang 1 rét nghiém
trong, vi thé vién thanh tra chi huy ctia D6i Phong chéng t6i pham nghiém trong dugc trao quyén chi huy tam thoi. Ong I mot tay ky cyu v6i hai muroi
ndm kinh nghiém lim cho s canh sat, tir mot nhan vién tudn tra quén da xdy dung su nghiép én t6i tin ddy. Tén 6ng 1 Emerson. Ong dang c6 1i xe qua
nhing in xe chim chap, nén ndng, tuyét vong, lach tranh nhimg cong trudng, tuyét nhién khong biét dugc diéu gi dang xay ra. Cudp, ma tity, bang dang
thanh todn nhau, khing b... 6ng khong c6 thong tin i 6 rang ca. Khong mot chit thong tin gi thi diing hon. Nhung ong binh tinh. Tuong 61 binh tinh.

Nhip tim 6ng van giit dudi mirc mot trim nim muoi. Ong c6 mdt kénh phat séng ndi truc tiép voi tong dai 911, ndn néng duge théng bao thém khi dang
lai xe.

Nhan vién tong dai thét to, “Thém cu di dong nita goi dén.”
Emerson thét lai, “Ai?”

“Phong Thity quén luc chién, vin phong tuyén quén.”

“Hin | nhan chimg 4?”

“Khong, hin & trong nha, nhung bay gio thi ra ngoai roi.”

Emerson nghién rang. Ong biét‘réng minh s€ khong phai nguoi dau tién dén duoc hién truong. Tham chi khong phai la ngudi thir hai hay thir ba. Ong biét
rang han 1a minh cam co chét 16i. Vi thé 6ng can co tai nit cho minh. Cang sém cang tot. Mot tay Thily quan lyc chién a? Puoc day.

“Ong n6i, “Ok, ndi cho hin di.”

Nhirng tiéng tich kha 16n vang Ién, 1di tiéng lao xao trong may, va Emerson nghe mot 4m thanh mdi. Bén ngoai trdi, tiéng la khoc vong tir xa, tiéng mrdc



vo.Pai phun nurée, ong nghi vay.

Ong hoi, “Ai d6?”

Giong n6i dap lai, binh tinh nhung voi va, vang lon trong tiéng thd, ap sat vao dién thoai di dong.
“Toi I Kelly, Thuong si, Quan doan Thity quan luc chién Hoa Ky. Ong 13 ai?”
“Emerson, s& canh sat. Toi dang 14i xe, khoang murdi phut niva s& dén. O d6 c6 gi?”
Nguoi linh thiy tra 101, “Nam hy sinh.”

“Nam ngudi chét?”

“X4c nhan.”

Cut that!

“S bi thurong?”

“Theo t6i thay thi khong c6 ai ca.”

“Nam ngudi chét va khong ai bi thuong?”

“Xac nhan.” Nguoi linh thity Ep lai.

Emerson khong ndi gi nixa. Ong da timg thdy canh bén nhau & noi cng cong, Ong timg théy ngudi chét. Nhung ng chura timg thay chi ¢6 nguoi chét
ma thoi. N6 stng & noi cong cong ludn ludn c6 ngudi bi thrrong kém theo voi ngudi chét. Thudng 1 véi ty 16 mot trén mot, it nhét 1 vy.

Ong hoi, “Anh c6 chéc i khong ai bi thurong khong?”

“Chéc, thua ngai.”” Nguoi linh thay tra 11

“Nhitng ngudi chét 1 ai?”

“Thuong dan. Bbn nam, mdt nit.”

“Cut that!”

“R3, thra ngai.” Anh linh n6i.

“Anh dang & dau khi d6?”

“Trong phong tuyén quan.”

“Anh théy nhimg gi?”’

“Khong thiy gi ca.”

“Anh nghe nhiing gi?”

“Tiéng sting nd, sau phat.”

“Sting trrdng, t6i nghil vay. Chi mdt khéu thoi.”

“Mot khiu sting trurong? «

“Mot khau ban tir dong, t6i nghi viy. N6 ban nhanh, nhung n6 khong & ché d6 tu dong toan phan. Tt ca cac nan nhan déu bj ban vao dau.”
Mot tay bén tia, Emerson nghi. Ctrt that. Mot gi khimg c6 vii khi giét nguoi.
Ong hoi, “Gidy thi hin chudn chura?”’

“Thura ngdi, khong con tiéng sting ndo khac.”

“Cé¢ the han van con 6 d6?”



“C6 thé nhu vay, thura ngai. Moi ngudi da tim noi 4n nip. Gior day phén 16n ho dang & trong thur vién.”
“Anh dang & dau?”

“Niip sau birc trong ctia quang trudng, thira ngdi. Co mot vai ngudi clng nip voi toi.”

“Hin da ¢ dau?”

“Khong thé noi chidc duge. C6 I& ¢ trong bai dau xe. Phan m6i dung. Negwoi ta chi vao do. C6 & da ¢ chdp lira dau ndng. Va d6 i toa nha Ion duy
nhat nam tryc dién voi nhitng nan nhan.”

Mot khu 8 chudt, Emerson nghi. Noi 4n ndu cho mt con chudt khén klﬂép.

Neudi linh thiy ndi, “Dém truyén hinh dang c6 it & day.”

Emerson nghi, Cho that.

Ong n6i, “Anh ¢ dang méc quan phuc khong?”

“Nguyén bo, thura ngai. Cho phong tuyén quan ma.”

“Tbt lim. Hay cb giir trat tur cho t6i khi ngudi ciia t61 dén.”

“R&, thua ngai.”

Roi dwong ddy im bt va Emerson lai nghe tiéng thr ctia nhén vién tong dai ctia ong. Ong nghil, Nhan vién dai truyén hinh va mot thing khimg ¢6 khau
stng truong. Cit, cut, cit that. Ap e, sy soi mbi va phong doan, nhur moi lin khic ¢6 nhén vién truyén hinh va mot thing khing mang sting, Ong gat
sang ché d6 lién lac véi tit ca cac xe trong don vi.

Ong 1n6i, “Tét ca cac don vi, nghe day. Day | mot tén dién don doc - mang sung truong. Chéc hin | mot khiu ban ty dong Bin bira bai vao d4m dong.
Nhiéu kha néing i ban tir khu vire moi cua bai déu xe. Hén c6 thé van con & trong d6 hodc da cao bay xa chay roi. Néu hén da blen, thi c6 thé i di bo
hodc bang xe. Vi thé, tit ca nhimg don vi cach xa hon muroi khdi pho hay dimg lai va lam mot chét chin bao quanh. Khéng cho bat cir ai vao hay ra, 16
chua? Khong xe ¢g, khong khach b hanh, khong mot ai trong bt cir trurong hop nao. Con tat ca nhitng don vi trong vong mudi khdi phd, héy tién vao
trong, phai that than trong, Nhung dimg dé cho hin thoat. Cdm dé vudt héin. Chiing ta phéi thing, anh ema. Ching ta cAn phai tom tén niy trong hom
nay, trude khi bon CNN tdm dugc gay ching ta.”

Ban dang doc truyén Mot Phat Mot Mang dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 2

(2 dan 6ng trong cl}iéc minivan bam not bd phéin didu }(hién tir xa trén tAm che néng va canh ctra nha dé xe cudn Ién. Ga lai xe vao bén trong va lai bém
nit, canh ctra ha xubng phia sau gi. Ga tat may xe, ngoi yén trong choc lt. R6i gi xubng xe, budc qua phong ngoai va vao nha bép. Ga vo nhe vao dau
con cho 161 bat ti vi.

Nhimng nhan vién y t& mic 40 giap tién vao phia sau ctia thur vién. Hai ngudi trong bon ho 6 lai bén trong dé tim nhing ngudi bi thurong trong dam dong
dang an nip & day. Bon ngudi con lai di ra phia truée va cti thap nguoi chay xuyén qua quang trudng roi nip sau bire twong, Ho bo dén nhitng xac
ngudi va xac nhan rang ho du da chét. ROi ho ¢ lai 6. Nam bét dong sat dét canh nhitng tr thi. Emerson da ra Iénh, Khong phoi minh ra mdt cach
khong can thiét cho t6i khi bai dau xe da duoc Iuc soét k.

Emerson d4u xe lai mdt noi cach quang truong hai khéi phé va ra 1énh cho mdt vién trung si méic quan phuc diéu khién cude luc soat trong bai dau xe, tir
trén xuong dudi, tir goc huéng Ty Namra. Nhimg canh sat mac dong phuc luc soat k¥ tang thir tur, r6i tang thir ba. Roi tang hai. Roi tang mot. Khu
vure cti rat kho gidi quyet. Ben thiap khong du sang va xe ddu day, va mdi chiéc xe déu c6 kha ning 1a mdt noi dé nip. Ga c6 thé niip & trong, & dudi hay
phia sau mdt chiéc xe. Nhung ho khong tim thay ai ca. Ho khong gap kho khan lam véi khu vue stra chita méi. Trong d6 khong cd chut anh sang nao,
nhung khong c6 xe ndo dau ca. Pam canh sat chi viée di xuong cau thang va lan ot quét qua tirg tang bang dén pin.

Khong mit ai & do.

Vién trung si thd phao nhe nhdm va goi dién bao céo lai.

Emerson khen ngoi, “Lam t6t im.”


http://ebookfull.net

Va qua thit dang khen. Thre t& 1a ho Iyc soat tir goc phia Tay Namra va dé yén khong dung gi dén goc Pong Bic. Khong c6 chit gi bixdo tron ca. Do
do, vi may mén hay vi nho phén doan ding ma ngay tir dAu s& canh sat da thyre hién bude dau hoan héo ctia cude didu tra ma sau ndy s& duoc danh gia
14 hoan héo tir du dén cubi.

Pén bay gio thi troi da bt dau t6i va Ann Yanni da lentruyénhmhnumlmt Jan. Ba lan 1én NBC, tdm Iin kia i cta dai dia phurong, Riéng ca nhan ¢6 ta
thi hoi thit vong véi cai ty & do. Co ta dé dang nhén théy mot chit hoai nghi cta van phong bién tap dai d6i véi cong trang ctia minh. HE ¢6 d6 mau  ¢6
tin dé dua 13 chAm ngdn cta bét cir t6 chirc truyén thong ndo, nhung vu d6 miu & xa qua, xa voi New York hay Los Angeles. N6 khong xay ra trong
mdt khu d6 thi hio nhoang ndo d6 bén canh thi d6 Washington D.C. N6 ¢6 vé nhu chuyén ctia mdt-thing- ca- timg- tir-miét-trong, Khong mit kha nang
s& co mot nhan vat quan trong nao do di ngang i sting cta tén nay ca. Vi thé, n6 khong phai i loai hang doc cho g0 phat thanh cao diém Va that s
thi Ann ciing khong c6 chi tiét gi nhidu dé cung cip. Chura ai trong s6 ngudi bi tham sat. S¢ canh sat dia phurong thi gidu kin nhirng con bai cia ho cho t6i
khi cac gia dinh da duoc théng bao riéng. Do do, ¢6 ta khong c6 nhitng cau chuyén hiu trudng cam dong dé chia sé v6i khan thinh gia. C6 ta khong biét
chic trong s6 nhitg nan nhin nam c¢6 ai B tru cot ctia gia dinh. Hay 1 nguoi ngoan dao. C6 ta ciing khong biét ngudi dan ba co phai i mot ngudi me
hay mdt nguoi vo khong, C6 ta ciing khong c6 nhidu hinh anh dé cung cap. Chi 3 mot dam dong bi canh sat chin lai cach hién trudng nam khoi phd, va
mdt canh quay dai va yén lang chay doc theo cai mau xam xit ctia duong 6 Mot, va nhitng can canh thang hodc vé bai dau xe, noi ma duong nhu moi
ngudi doan ring tay bén tia dd ¢ do.

Cho t6i tam gior thi Emerson d c6 nhidu tién trién. Nhan vién ctia ong da By duroc hang tram 1i khai. Thurong si Thity quén Iuc chién Kelly vin n6i chéc
réng anh nghe duoc sau phat sting. Emerson n6i chung tin o anh ta. Kha dico thé tin frdng céc tay linh Thity quan huc chién vé nhitng diéu nhur thé nay.
RAi mt nguoi khéc nhé ra rang dién thoai di dong ctia minh chic 1a mo sudt i d6, dang goi t6i hop thur thoai ctia mot ngudi ban. Cong ty dién thoai lay
lai ban ghi &m va ¢6 thé nghe thiy sau phat sting yéu ot trén do. Nhung nhirng nhan vién gidm dinh phap y chi tim thdy nm vét dan trong ndm x4c chét.
Nhur vay 1 ¢6 mdt phat ban trrot. Ba nhan chimg khéc thi hoi mo hd, nhung ca ba déu khai ring ho thdy mdt cot nude nhd bén én tir cai hd m canh.

Emerson ra Iénh thao can nude ho.

Phong ctru hoa thi hanh viée nay. Ho Bip cac dén pha va tit voi phun, rdi ding may bom dé hit nurée d6 vao hé thong thoat nurde ctia thanh phd. Ho
udc chirng c6 khoang tm chyc nghin ga-1ong nirde, va viée ny s& xong trong mit gio.

Trong lic d6, nhimg k¥ thuat vién kham nghiém hién truong dung 6 Sng hit va dén chiéu la-de dé wdc I chimg nhitng duong dan gy chét nguoi. Ho cho
ring bang chimg tir nan nhin dAu tién s& dang tin cay nhit. C6 1§ 6 0ng ta dang di tir phai qua trai bang qua quang trudng thi vien dan bay t6i. Sau do, c6
khé niing nhing nan nhin v& sau xoay ngudi, quay lai hay di chuyén theo nhirng 16i bat kha doan khac. Vi thé, ho dura ra két uan ctia minh hoan toan
dya trén ngudi dau tién. Du ong ta Vo toang, nhung ¢4 vé kha 6 rang 14 vién dan da ditir cao xudng thip va xuyén tir trai qua phai. Mot ky thudt vién
dimg thing trén diém do6 va mot nguoi khéc cAmmdt c4i dng hit ti vao thai duong cua anh ta theo ding goc phtrhop va gilt n6 tht vimg, RO ngudi dau
tién budc tranh ra, va mot nguoi thir ba ban mot tia la-de Xuyén qua cai ng hit. N6 tao ra mot diém do bé ti trén goc phia Dong Béc ciia phén bai dau
xe dang xdy thém, & tang hai. Nhitng nhan chimg da khai réing ho thiy chop lira ddu nong 1oe 1én & d6. Gio thi khoa hoc da chimg thuc cho 1i khai ctia
ho.

Emerson phai ‘nha?m vién kham nghiém hi€n treong t0i 4c vao trong bai dau xe va bao ho rfmg ho mudn didu tra bao 1Au ciing dugc. Nhung 6ng bao ho
dung co trd ve tay khong,

Ann Yanni roi khoi tda cao d¢ Op kinh den Iic tam gior ba muroi va din theo mdt toan quay phim xubng khu vire phong toa ctia canh sat cach d6 nim
khéi phd. C6 ta doan rang minh ¢6 thé nhin ra mdt vai nan nhin bang phuong phép loai trir. Nhitng ngudi c6 than nhan chura trd vé nha 3n t6i co thé
dang nhom lai & d6 mong cho tin tire. C6 ta quay hét hai muroi phut bang. €6 khong c6 duoc thong tin cu thé nao hét. Thay vao do, 6 c6 hai muroi phit
day nhitng khéc loc, rén xiét hodc sur hoang mang chét lang. Ca thanh pho déu dang dau quén va kinh hoang. C6 ta da bt dau véi cam giac kiéu hanh
tham kin réing minh dang & trung tAm syr kién, va két thic day nurdc miét va trong da nhur muén bénh,

* % %

Bai d4u xe 1 noi da gitp giai quyét xong vu an. DO 1 mdt cai mo tir trén trdi roi xubng, Mot kho vang. Mot nhéan vién tudn tra & cach do ba khdi phd da
Jay 10i khai ctia mdt khach hang thuong xuyén ciia bai du xe. Nhan chimg n6i ring chd dau cudi ciing trén tang hai da bi mdt cai tru chéin duong miu
cam chan lai. Vi thé, nhan chimg phéi roi bai dau xe dé dau ¢ mdt noi khéc. C)ng rat buc minh vé chuyén nay. Mot nhin vién cta chinh quyén thanh phd
16i rang khong ai ra lénh dat cai tru & d6. Khongphalthe Khong thé nao nhur thé duoc. Khéng ¢6 Iy do glde 16 nam & do6 ca. Vithé, céi tru dugce bo
vao bao tang vat va mang di. R ngudi d6 ndirang c6 mbt mdy quay an ninh kin & 161 vao va 16i ra, duoc nbi voi mot may thu bang trong phong bao tri.
Cudn  bang dugce ]ay ra va mang di ROi 6ng ta lai ndi ring viéc mo rong bai déu xe nay dang ngung lai cho duge cap tién va da khong hoat dong trong
hai tudn nay. Vi thé, bat cir diéu gi xay ra trong vong hai tun trd lai khong dinh lfu gi t6i 6ng hét.

Nhitng k§ thuat vién kham nghiém hién trrdng khoi dau ¢ dai bang mau vang va den Chi Y Khong Puoc Vao. Vat dau tién ho tim thiy 1 mot ti xiu ¢d
tong mau xanh trén mt bé tong thé nham ngay bén dui cua dai bang. Chi mbt soi xo bé ti phai nhin that ky méi thiy. Nhur thé da c6 ngudi quy mot
chan xuong dé chui bén dudinb va dé lai mot chut vai quin jeans ctia hin. Ho chup hinh soi xo vai rdi nhit n6 1én nguyén ven bang mot mau bang dinh
trong. ROi ho mang dén hd quang cure manh vao va dat ching roi thap chiéu ngang qua san nha. Nigang qua I6p bui xi niing da dong hai tuan. Ho thay
nhirng dau chan rt rd. Nhimg dau chén thit hoan hdo. Tay truéng nhom ki thudt goi cho Emerson bang chiéc Motorola ctia minh.

Anh ta n6i, “Han mang doi gidy rt quai.”
“Loai gidy gi ma quai?”

“Ong co bao gio nghe déq kép chua? N6 la mbt loai cao su tho. Gén nhur cao su song. Rét dinh. N6 dinh ]éy moi thir. Néu tém duoc tén ndy, ching ta
s€ tim thay mdt doi giay d¢ kép dinh day bui xi ming, Va chiing ta cling s€ thay mdt con ché trong nha ctia han.”



“Mot con chd?”

“Ching toi tim thAy 1ong ch6 & day, long ndy dinh vao dé giy kép tir trude do. R lai bj co roi xudng & nén bé tong gb ghé. Va nhimg soi tham. Chéic &
ttr nhitng tam tham & nha hay trong xe ctia han.”

Emerson ndi, “Cir tiép tuc di.”

Lic chin gio kém muroi, Emerson thong bao ngin gon cho vién glamdoc s& canh sat ciia ong dé chuén bi mot cude hop bao. Ong khéng gidu giém dicu
gl Tét ca iy thude vao quyét dinh ctia vién giam dc, didu gl nén tiét 16 va didu gi giir lai.

Emerson ndi, “Sau phat dan dugc bén ra va nim ngudi chét. Tat ca déu ban vao dau. Toi dam c4 ring day ki mot tay sting dd dwoc huén huyén. Chéc
han Ia mdt cyu quan nhan.”

Ong giam dbc néi, “Hay i mot tay tho san?”

“Bin nai va bin nguoi c6 khac bigt Ion. K thuat c6 thé giéng nhau, nhung cam xtc thi khéc.”

“Chung ta gidu FBI vu nay c6 duoc khong vay?”

“Day khong phai 1 khing bd. Ma 11 mdt tén dién hanh dong don Ié. Trudc ddy ching ta da timg gip dang nay roi.”
“T6i mubn minh ¢6 thé ndi mdt cach t tin vé viée tom cd hin.”

Emerson noi, “Toi biét.”

“Thé thi t6i c6 thé tur tin dén mirc nao?”

“Cho t6i lic nay thi ching ta da ¢ duoc thong tin hay, nhung khdng phai 1a cuc ky.”

Vi gidm dbc gt ddu khong ndi gi thém

Bing chin gio, Emerson nhan dugc mot ¢t dién thoai tir nha nghién ctru bénh hoc. Nhom chuyén vién cua 6ng ta da chup X-quang ca nam cai dAu. Tén
hai té bao nghiém trong, nhiing 6 vét thuong vao va ra, khong cé dan bi ket lai bén trong,

Nha nghién ciru bénh hoe ndi, “Dau dan 16m. Tét ca déu xuyén thing.”

Emerson quay lai nhin c4i hd canh. Ong nghil, Sau vién dan con dudi do. Nam vién xuyén thing va mot vién ban truot. Cai hd cubi ciing ciing can vao lic
chin gi muroi m Nhitng voi hit ctru hoa bt dau hit khong khi. Tat ca nhitng thir con lai i chimg bay phan mudi phan can bin mat da, va nhiéu rac
ru6i. Emerson ra kénh chinh goc chiéu ctia nhitng ngon dén lai va diéu muroi hai tn binh tir hoc vién tréo qua tudng chéin quanh ho, sau ngudi tir dau nay
va sau ngudi tir dau bén kia.

Nhirng k§ thuat vién kham nghiém hién trrdng & phan mo rong ctia bai dau xe ghi duge bon muroi tam bude chan di va bon muroi bdn bude quay tré lai.
Thi pham rét tyr tin nhung thén trong trong khi di vao, va budc sai dai hon khi dira. Voi va. Déu chan ¢& gy s& muroi mot. Ho tim dugce nhitng s6 vai
trén cay cot cudi clng trude goe phia Pong Bic. Loai vai duoc ngam kiém, theo phong doan, tir mdt chiéc 40 mira méu séang, & chiéu cao ngang ba vai,
nhur thé hén d4 ti manh hrng vao cot bé tong nham rdi xé dich vong quanh no dé nhin ra ngoai quang truong, Ho phét hién ra bui b x4o dong manh trén
san nha & giira cdy cOt va birc tudng bao quanh. Va thém nhiéu nhitng soi s¢ vai méu xanh va soi s6 40 mura, va nhitng manh vun cao su kép nho xiu,
bac mau va cliky.

Tay chi huy nhom k thuat ndi, “Han bo thap. Dau gbi va ciii cho trén 16i d6, va dau gbi, ngdn chan, va ctii ché di ngugc trd lai. Bao gio ching ta tim
duoc doi gidy cua han, s thay ching déu bi vet di ¢ dang trurde.”

Ho tim dwoc noi gi da ngdi dy va quy. Thing ngay phia trude vi tri o, ho thiy nhitng vun son dinh trén mép tuong,
Tay chi huy nhém k thuat noi, “Han twa khéu sing & d6. Dich chuyén qua lai dé By thé cho vimg”

Anhsua thé va nhéménhnﬁ't’qua chd dinh son, nhur thé dang nhém mdt khiu sting. C4i ma anh thiy truée mét minh B Emerson, dang budc di trude cai
ho can nurdce, cach d6 chura dén ba muroi lam thurde.

Nhirng tan binh tir hoc vign mét ba muroi phiit dudi cai h can va mang Ién d thir vun Vi, gin tim do la tién xu, va sdu dau dan. Nam vién chi con |
nhitng cuc chi long méo mo, nhung vién con lai nhin mdi tinh, N6 Ia loqi dan déu,lém dudi thudn, dac tuyét dep, gan nhu chac chan 1a mdt vién.308.
Emerson goi vdi Ién vién chi huy nhém k¥ thudt trén bai dau xe, “Toi can anh xuong day.”

Anh ta tra 11, “Khong, t6i can 6ng lén day.”

Khi Ién ting hai, Emerson bt gip tat ca nhitng nhan vién k thuét dang chum dau cti xubng, tay cam dén pin chiéu thing vao mdt khe nirt trong bé tong,

Tay chi huy nhom ki thudt ndi, “Khe gifin nhiét. Va nhin xem cai gi roi trong d6 nay.”



Emerson chen vio nhin xudng va thiy 4nh dong loe Ién.

Ong n6i, “MOot céi vo dan.”

“Tén d6 mang nhitng ci khc di rdi, nhung c4i ndy Bin mét.”

Emerson hoi, “Diu tay?”

Tay ky thudt tra 16, “Chiing ta c6 thé hy vong duoc. Khong méy ai mang bao tay khi nap dan.”

Lamssao Ay n6 ra khoi chd d6?”

Tay ky thuat dimg day, roi dén pin tim céi hop dign trén trn nhd. C6 mot cdi ngay gin d6, con moi, ¢6 nhirng dau ddy dién tho ra nhu nhitng nhénh
duong xi. Anh nh]n xubng san nha ngay dudi d6 va thdy mbt mé nhirng doan ddy thira virong vai. Anh chon mbt doan day n6i dat dai khoang nira met.
Anh lau sach rdi bé né thanh hinh chit L. N6 kha cimg va niing. Chéic hin qua mirc can thiét cho loai dén tran huynh quang ma anh doan bai dau xe s&
ding. C6 18 d6 14 Iy do tai sao duyr 4n bj ngung lai cho ngén sach. C6 1& thanh phd dang ding tién sai chd roi.

Anh lach soi dg“ly vao khe hé va ludn nd théng Xlléng cho t6i khi du kia lot gon Vao trong c4i vo dan rong, Réi anh nhAc nd 1én mdt cach that than trong
de khong bi tray xude. Anh tha ngay n6 vao trong bao nhyra dung tang vat.

Emerson ndi, “Gap nhau & don nhé. Trong mdt gioy nita. Toi s& di hi vién cong t6 quan.”

Ong bo di, theo mdt durdng song song vai ddy du chén. Rbi dng dimg lai bén bai dau xe trdng.
Ong n6i 1én, “Dd hét ddng hd tinh tién ra. Ly d4u tay trén tit ca nhitng ddng hai muroi lim xu.”
Tay ky thuat hét tra, “Vi sao? Ong nghi théng khon d6 tra tién 42”

“T6i mudn chiém hét cac chét.”

“C6 Ia dién ng moi tra tién dau xe ngay trude khi bin vor so nim ngudi.”

“Anh khong ban v&¥ so ndm nguoi trir phi anh 1 théng dién.”

Tay k¥ thuat nhin vai D6 hét nhitng cot thu tién u? Nhung anh ta nghi chic dam thanh tra dwoc tra lwong cho nhitng con sang subt kiéu d6, nén anh van
bamdién thoai di dong goi tay nhan vién lién lac ctia thanh pho quay trd lai.

Ctr dén ching nay, bao gio ciing ¢6 ai do thuoc phong cong t6 quin nhiing tay vao, boi trach nhiém khoi t6 hoan toan dat trén vai vién cong 6 quén.
Trude toa, khong phai so canh sat thua hay thang. Ma Ia phong cong t6 quan. Do d6 phong cong t6 quan tur danh gia bang chimg theo cach ctia minh.
Ho ¢6 du diéu kién khoi t6 hay khong? Nhiing di€u kién d6 yéu hay manh? N6 nhur la mt cude dien tap vay. Nhu 1 mot phién toa trude khi co phién
toa. Lan ndy, vi tinh chat nghiém trong ctia vu an, nén Emerson trinh dién trude chinh vién cong to quan. Mot tay to day, ke that sy phai dung ra tranh
cur. Va taitmg cu.

Ho tién hanh mdt cudc hop tay ba tai vin phong ctia Emerson. Emerson, tay chi huy khim nghiém hién truong, va cong t6 vién. Vién cong td quan tén
Rodin, d6 1a phién ban ritt gon ctia mot céi tén Nga von dai hon nhiéu trurde khi cac ong cb to ctia 6ng ta dén My. Ong ta ndm muroi tudi, sach s& gon
gang, va rat than trong, Van phong clia dng c6 mdt ty I chién théing ngoai hang, nhung chii yéu 14 do 6ng s& khong truy t6 bét cr diéu gi chura hoan toan
in chic. Hé c6 diéu gi khong hoan toan chéc n, thi Rodin bo cude sém va do 16i cho canh sat. It ra theo dénh gia clia Emerson thi 1 nhur vay.

Rodin n6i, “Tdi rét can nhitng tin tic thye sur ¢d gid tri. Ca thanh phd dang Ién con st hoang.”

Emerson dép, “Chiing t6i biét chinh xac vu nay dién bién nhur thé ndo. Ching t6i ¢6 thé m ta nd timng bude mot.”

Rodin hoi, “Anh biét hén 1 ai rdi u?”

“Chura biét. Ngay Iic nay héin van 1 ngai X.”

“Thé thi trinh bay cho i cac chi tiét di.”

“Miéy quay an ninh ghi lai mjt doan bang don sic quay mdt chic xe minivan séng mau chay vao bai dau xe mudi mdt phit trude lic nd sing. Khong thé
thay duoc bang s6 vi n6 dinh dy bun dat, va goc quay khong tot lam. Nhung chac n6 la mot chiéc Dodge Caravan, khong con mdi, ctra kinh den lap
sau. Va lic ndy ching t6i cling dang xem lai nhirng cudn bang cti vi 1 rang la trude day han da vao bai du xe va chiém bét hop phap mot cho dau xe
bang mdt try chan an trdm duge & mot khu cong trudng ctia thanh pho trude do.”

“C6 thé chimg minh né bi an trom khong?”’

“Thoi duoc, 'léiy duoc'.” Emerson tra 1oi.

“C6 thé han lam viée cho s& cau dudng thanh phd chang han?”’



“C6 thé lam.”

“Anh c6 nghi | céi tru chiin d6 ciia cong trudng trén dudng s6 Mot khong?”

“Khéip noi trong thanh phd déu dang stra chita.”

“Puong sé Mot 14 noi gan nhét.”

“Toi that sy khong quan tim céi tru chéin & dau ra.”

Rodin git d4u, “Vay 14 hin gianh sin cho minh mot chd dau xe?”

Téi phién Emerson git dau. “Ngay & ch(:)' bat ddu })ﬁi xe moi. Vi thé cai tru chén & d6 khong lim ai nghl ngo. Ch}'mg ta ¢é nhan ch&ng nhin thfiy‘n(') it phfit
la mot g0 trudc d6. Va trén céi tru ¢ dau tay. Rat nhieu dau tay. Ngon cai va ngdn trd khdp voi dau tay trén dong xu ma chiing t6i lay ra ttr dong hd
tinh tién.”

“Hin tra tién d4u xe a7

“R3 rang 14 c6.”

Rodin ngung 1.

Ong néi, “Bang ching nay khong 6 6n. Bi cao s& khai rang han dé cai tru chén & d6 vi mdt Iy do hoan toan vo toi. Anh hiéu chir, thé 1 ich ky nhung vo
1. Va ddng xu c6 thé nidm trong d6 tir nhidu ngay rdi.”

Emerson mim cu¢i, Canh st nghi theo kiéu ctia canh sat, luat su nghi theo kiéu ctia ludt sur.

Ong n6i, “Van chura hét, handauxe va dibd qua khu cong truong moi O rit nhleuncnhanda Iuru lai dAu vét tir gy va 40 quén ctia hén. Va hin ¢6
mang theo trén ngudi bang chirg v& hién trudng, chi yéu 14 bui xi ming. Chéc hin 1 rét nhidu.”

Rodin ic dau. “Diéu dé chi chimg t6 hén c6 & hién trurdng mbt lic ndo do trong hai tudn vira qua. Chi ¢6 thé thoi. Khong di cu thé.”

Emerson n6i, “Chiing ta da c6 cai 6 khoa ba chiéu nho vii khi hén ding.”

Piéu d6 lam cho Rodin chay.

Emerson noi tiép, “Hén jbén trorot mot phat, dan bay xuéng hd nurde. Va 6ng biét khong, d6 chinh la kiéu ban thir mot khiu sting 6 phong thi nghiém dan
dao. Ho ban vao mdt bé chira nude dai. Nude lam giam toc do Va céq Vie‘;n dan laima khQng dé nd xay xat chit nao ca. Thé nén ching ta cd mot vién
dan moi nguyén con ca duong ranh trong nong sing ma ching ta can dé gan nd voi mdt khau sting xac dinh.”

“Anh c6 thé tim ra khau sing xac dinh d6 khong?”’

“Chung ta ¢6 nhimg vun son phti & chd hin ti sting lén trén birc twong”

“Hay Fm”

“Tat nhién. Chiing ta s& tim ra khéu sting ri so voi vét son va dAu tray. Déang tin tuéng nhur | AND véy.”

“Anh s& tim ra khau sting chir?”

“Chiing t6i c6 timthz"iy mot vo dan. N6 c6 nhitng dAu vet tir bd phan déy danra. Thé la ching ta c6 mot du dan va mot vo dan. Két hop lai, ching gén
cdy stng voi t0i ac. Nhitng vét tray xudc gan cay stng voi dia diém Ia bai ddu xe. Bai dau xe gan tdi ac voi ké da de lai nhitng dau vet.”

Rodin khong néi gi. Emerson hiéu ring ong ta dang suy nghi v& phién toa. Do khi nhimg chimg ctr k§ thuat lai kho thuyét phuc. N6 thiu mdt khia canh
con nguoi

Emerson n01, “Trén vo dan cg') il} du tay khi hén nap dan. Cing mot dAu cta ngdn cai va ngdn trd trén d(‘f)ng Xu trong cot thu tién, Va trén try chén
duong Thé la ching ta c6 thé gan ti 4c voi cdy sting, va cdy sung voi dan va dan voi ke sir dung n6. Thay chura? Tat ca moi thir déu lién hé voi nhau.
Thi pham, khau sting, t6i 4c. That 14 rd rang,”

“Cudn bang video c6 chiéu canh chiéc minivan dang chay ra khong?”’

“Chin muroi gidy sau ¢t goi 911 dau tién nhan duoc.”

“Hin b ai?”

“Ching ta s& biét ngay khi nhan dugc bao cio so sanh d4u van tay.”



“Néu hén c6 trong hd so vén tay.”
Emerson ndi, “Toi nghi héin [ mdt tay sting trong quan doi. Tt ca cac quan nhan déu duoc nhap lidu. Vi thé, som hay mudn chi 1 vén d& thoi gian thoi”

Chi 14 bdn muroi chin phit. Mot nhan vién van phong gd cira budc vao. Anh ta cdmmdt xép glay Ching cho biét mot cai tén, dia chi va tiéu str, va
nhing thong tin b sung tir khap mang ludi thu thap lai. Ca mot tAm hinh bang ldi xe. Emerson camtd gidy xemqua, 101 lai kiém tra thém mot an nita.
Ong mim cudi. Ping sau tiéng dong hd sau khi phat dan dau tién duoc bén ra, 6ng da ndm duoc tinh hudng ctia vu viéc trong tay. Mot ¢t an chéc.

Emerson ndi, “Tén hin 13 James Barr.”
Ca van phong im lang,

“Hin bon muroi mdt tudi. Han séng cach day hai muroi phut 1i xe. Hin ting phuc vu trong quan doi. Xuét ngii hang danh dy mudi bén nidm trude.
Chuyén vién b binh, ma tdi ca dicu d6 nghia 1a mit tay ban tia. S& Pang kiém cho biét han 1ai mdt chiéc Dodge Caravan dang ky tir sdu nam trudc,
mau xanh be.”

Ong diy xp gidy qua mit ban cho Rodin. Rodin nhét én, ra soat can than, mdt lan, hai lin. Emerson quan sat 4nh niit ong ta. Thiy 6ng dang nghi thi
pham, khau sting, t6i ac. Ctr nhur 6ng dang quan sat mot may danh bac & Vegas hién ra ba trai anh dao cting lic. Keng keng keng! Mot cu chac nhu
bip.

“James Barr," Rodin n6i nhur thé 6ng dang nhim nhép thurdng thire tirmg 4m thanh ctia céi tén. Ong tach riéng birc anh trén bang l4i ra rdi ngimno that
k§. “James Barr, chiic mirng ngai bat dau thoi ky khon don!”

Emerson ndi, “Tuyét d6i dong y,* va chd mot i khen.
Rodin ndi, “Téi s& thao trat bt va luc soat nha va xe ctia héin. My ong quan toa s& sip hang ky n6 cho xem.”

Ong 161 phong va Emerson goi cho glamdoc s canh sat dé béo tin inh. Ong giam déc noi ong s& sép xép mdt cude hop bao lic tim gidr sang ngdy mai.
Ong n6i mudn Emerson c6 mit ¢ do, xuat hién nhur mot nhén vat chinh. Emerson xem d6 I tit ca nhitng 101 khen ngoi ma 6ng s& nhan duoc, mic dii ong
khong khodi d4m béo chi méy.

Nhing to trat da hoan tit trong vong mit gio, nhung cude vay bt phai mét dén ba gior chuén bi. Trurde hét, canh sat chim xéc nhdn ring Barr dang &
nha. Noi hin ¢ | mdt ngdi nha mot ting khong c6 gi dac biét. Khong mdi, ma ciing khong qua xap x¢. Lop son ¢t bén hong, nhyra durong moi trai trén
16i vao. Pén con sang va tivi dang mo trong mot phong chac hén 13 phong khach. Ban than Barr thoang xuat hién qua mot ctra s co dén. Cove hén
dang & mOt minh. R01 14t sau ¢6 vé nhu hin di ngd. Pén tit va cin nha trd nén ving king, Thé 1 mdt khoang ngung kha au theo sau. Yéu cau tiéu chuén
13 phai chuén bi rit can than cho viée ché ng mot ke c6 trang bi vii khi trong mot toa nha. DJi canh sat dac nhiém SWAT ra tay. Ho xemxét ban do
khoanh ving do chinh quyén thanh phd cung cap, 16i di dén quyét dinh trong hanh dong nhur thudng 6. Am tham bao vay, bé tri mdt e hrong 4 ap dao
chd & it trude va mit sau, tAn cong manh va bat ngd ¢ clra trude va ctra sau cung lie. Emerson duoc giao trach nhiém chinh trong cube truy bit, ong
méc bo 4o gidp toan than, muron thém mot cai mil sit. Mot phu ta phong cong t6 s& sat canh ben ong, dé dam bao tinh hop phap ciia ké hoach. Khong
thé dé Iut su ctia bi cdo c6 bét ctr co hdi ndo bit bé sau ndy. Doi y té ciing trong tinh trang sin sang. Hai nhan Vlen thily cting d1 ctng vi nhan vién diéu
tra hién trudng da gia thiét trong nha nay ¢6 cho. Ca thay c6 ba muroi tam ngudi tham gia trong ké hoach nay, va tat ca ho déu rit moi mét. Hau hét moi
ngurdi da lam viée murdi chin gior tue. Gio tudn tra thuong 18, cong thém gio phy troi. Vi thé khong khi v6 ctng cang thing va lo ing. Nguoi ta thuong cho
rang ching c6 ai chi s¢ hitu mdt khau sting t dong ma thoi. Néu hén da co mot thir vii khi, thi hin con ¢ nhiéu thir khéc nita. C6 thé con ¢6 sing may
tu dong toan plnn C6 thé 6 ca lyu dan hay bomnira.

Nhung cudi cling cudce vy bit d& nhur tré ban tay. James Barr hiu nhu khong tinh ddy. Ho phé tung cira nha hén vao lic ba gioy sang, va thiy hin dang
ngil trén girong mdt minh. Hin van ng tiép di trong phong ngi co murdi kim canh sét vii trang tn réng chia mudi lim khu sting va muroi Bmngon dén
pin vio ngudi hén. Hén khd tré minh khi vién chi huy doi dac nhiém SWAT it chan gbi ctia hén xudng nén nha, tim xem c6 vii khi cét gidu khong. Hin
khong c6 gi ca. Hén m6 mit. Lap bép mot cdu nghe nhu a Gi vay? ROi cudn ngudi lai trén tm ném phéng, co nguoi chéng lai cai lanh bét ngo, va ngl

tiép. Han | mot ngudi to 1on, da t:[angva 1ong khép than thé dang dbi tir miu den qua xam B d6 ngi qua chat di voi han. Hin ¢6 vé ué oai ir dir, va
trong hoi gid hon tudi bén muroi mot.

Con cho ctia hin a mot con cho lai g, nd mién cudng tinh dy va tir trong bép loang choang di ra. Boi tha y 1ap tirc tom Jdy n6 va 16i thiing ra xe ctia
ho. Emerson coi mil sit ra va chen vao can phong ngii chat hep. Nhin thay mdt chai Jack Daniel chi con ba phin tur trén ban ngi, bén canh mbt chai
thubc mau cam, ciing chi con ¢6 ba phin tur. Ong cti xuong nhin. Thude ngi. Hop phap. Duoc bac st moi dy ké cho mot ngudi co tén 1 Rosemary
Barr. Nhan trén chai ghi: Rosemary Barr. Udng mbt liéu khi mit ngi.

Ban dang doc truyén Mot Phat Mot Mang dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Vién phu t van phong cong t6 héi, “Rosemary Barr I ai? Hin c6 vo 16i 22”
Emerson nhin quanh can phong, “Trong khong gidng nhur vay.”
Vién chi huy d6i dac nhiém SWAT hoi, “Pinh tu tir 477

Emerson ic dau, “Hén phéi nc hét mo thudc &y, v6i nguyén chai Jack Daniel nia. Toi doan ong Barr t0i nay chi bi kh ngt, thé thoi. Sau mdt ngay ban
ron va nang suat.”

Can phong boc miii 4m mde. Miii ctia chéin méan ban va mii nguoi i tim goi.

Vién phy ta phong cong 6 16i, “Ching ta can phai that cén than nhé. Ngay lic nay h.:fm b,éit lre. Ludt sur ctia hén s& n6i ring, hén hoan toan khong c6 kha
nang hiéu ludt Miranda [5]. Thé nén chiing ta khong thé dé han ndi mot dicu gl. Va néu hén c6 ndi di€u gi d6, thi ching ta cling khong thé nghe dugc.”

[5]: Miranda Right: mot quyén dan sy ducc ghi trong hién phap Hoa Ky, canh sat phai doc quyén nay trude khi bat mot ai d6 dé ho hiéu quyén ciia
minh. Tamdich nhu sau: “Ong/ba ¢6 quyeén giit im king. Tat ca nhimg gi ong/ba ndi va lams& co thé duoc sir dung dé chdng lai ong/ba trude toa.
Ong/ba ¢6 quyén c6 Iuét sur, néu dng/ba khong c6, chinh quyén s& chi dinh mdt vi cho ong/ba.”

Emerson goi cc nhén vién y té. Yéu cau ho kham cho Barr dé chic ring hin khong gia vo, cting nhur khong phai trong tinh trang sap chét. Ho ling xang
trong vai phiit, nghe nhip tim ctia héin, bt mach, doc nhan thudc. RSi ho tuyén bd hén hoan toan binh thudng va khoe manh, c6 didu ngi qua say.

Vién chi huy doi dic nhiém SWAT n6i, “Réi loan nhan cach. Khong c6 chit hrong tam gi hét. «
Vién phy ta phong cong t6 ndi, “Ma ching ta c6 chéc ding i tén nay khong?”

Emerson tim thiy mdt quan tdy vit qua g ghé, va Iuc tii quan. Liy ra mdt cai vi nho. Tim thiy bang li. Ding tén va ding dia chi. Va tAm anh ciing
dung luon.

Ong n6i, “Dung 14 tén nay roL.”
Vién phu t4 phong cong t6 nhic lai, “Chiing ta khong thé dé héin ndi bat cir didu gi. Ching ta can giit cho ding luit.”
Emerson n6i, “Dix thé nao di nira, t6i ciing s& doc Iuat Miranda cho hdn nghe. Moi ngudi hily ghi nhan nay.”

Ong lay manh vai Barr va g3 chihé miét nhin lai. ROi 6ng doc Iuat Miranda. Quyén duoc gitt im king, quyén duoc c6 luat su. Barr ¢b ging ling nghe
nhung khong duoc. R6i han lai lan ra ngl.

Emerson ndi, “OK. Giai hin di.”

Ho quén hin vao trong mot cai chén, hai canh sat 16 hén ra khoi ngoi nha va Ién xe. Mot nhin vién y t& va vién phy ti phong cong t6 di clng xe Vo1 hin.
Emerson & lai va khéi sur luc soat ngdi nha. Ong tim thay chiéc quan jeans mau xanh bi co xudc trong ngan tu phong ngu. Boi gy dé kép duoc dit ngay
ngan trén san nha dudi d6. Ching phu day bui bam. Chiéc 4o mira trong ngin i ngoai hanh lang, Chiéc Dodge Caravan méu xanh be trong nha dé xe.
Khau sting bi trdy & dudi ting him. N6 nim giira nhiéu khiu khéc gac trén mdt cai ké duoc gin dinh vao tuong, Trén chiée ban dai bén dudi, i nam
khdu sting ngiin chin ly. Va nhitng hop dan, gdm ca mdt hop dan loai.308 Lake City M852 168 grain dau Iom dudi thuén da voi mot nira. Canh nhimg
cai hop, I nhing lo thiy tinh chira vo dan réng. Sin sang dé tai ché, Emerson nghi. Sin sang nap dan bang tay. Cai lo dé ¢ ngoai cing cai ban chira
ding naim vo dan. Pong Lake City. Nép lo van dé mo, nhur thé niim vo dan sau cling chi vira durge ném voi vao d6. Emerson ciii xudng ngiri. Trong
chiéc lo co mii thube stng. Lanh va cii, nhung khong qué cil

Emerson rdi khoi nha James Barr lic bon gio sang, nhirng chuyén vién giam dinh phap y thé chd 6 6ng, ho s& ra sodt lai noi ay that tky. Ong hoi nguoi trung
sitryc ban ctia minh va dugc biét rangBarr van dang binh an ngii trong xi limriéng, ¢ giam sét y t& thuong trre. Sau dé éng vé nha va chop mt trong
hai gid trude khi tim rira thay d6 dé sin sang cho cudc hop bao.

Cudc hop bao dép tht céu chuyén tirc thi. Pé cau chuyén sdng duge n6 can co mdt ké thit 4c van con & d6. N6 can hin phai ty do, hin hoc, 4n niip, bi
4n va nguy hiém. N6 can sy s hdi. N6 cn bién nhimng cong viéc nham chén thuong ngay nhur d6 xang, di siéu thi hodic di b dén nha thd trd nén 1 idu
va lidu inh. Thé nenbletrangtenayda bi phét hién va bi bét, thdm chi trude khi dot tin tirc thir hai kip tung ra, thi d6 qua la mot tai hoa ddi véi Ann
Yanni. Ngay Bp tire ¢ ta biét cac sép ctia minh dang nghi gi. Khong an thua, chim dirt va két thiic, chuyén da xong Tin ctia ngay hom qua, theo nghia
den. C6 I& vn da ching 1a gi quan trong. Chila mot tén dién bam sinh miét trong ndo d6 qua kho khao, khong in trén nbi qua mot dém Hén  ng véi
con em ho nd va nhau loai bia ré tién Colt 45. Chang c6 gi la nham hiém ca. CO ta s& dugc lén mot ban tin néng nita dé tom tt lai tdi 4c ndy va tudng
trinh v& cudc bt bo, thé 1 xong. Trd lai doi thuong mo nhat.

Témlai i Ann Yanni tht vong, nhung ¢ ta gidu k§ vé that vong dy. C6 ta diit nhiéu cau hoi va ¢ limra vé kham phyc. Pugc nira chimg thi ¢6 ta bat

dau Bp rap mot dé tai khac. Mot cau chuyén moi. Ngudi ta s& phai thira nhan canh sat da m viéc mot cach ddy 4n twong. Va tén thi pham nay khong
phai [a mot t€n dién. Khong nhét thiét. Mot tén x4u xa ngoai hang da bi mdt doi canh sat con ngoai hang hon tom cd. Ngay ¢ miét trong. Mot viéc ma &

nhirng mién duyén hai phai mat khé nhiéu thoi gioy, trong nhitng vu an ndi tiéng trde ddy. Chuyén ndy c6 cau khach duge khong? C6 ta bat dau sip xép
céc tira d& trong dau. Nhanh nhat mréc M§? Nhur 1 nhai lai cai tén Tuyét nhat mrdc My?

Ong sép nhurong san khiu cho thanh tra Emerson sau chirng muroi phit. Emerson trong trinh chi tiét vé nhin dang va ly lich cta tha pham Ongmd ta
mot cach ngan gon. Chi cac dir kién thdi, thira ba. Ong md ta so luge cude dicu tra. Ong tra 101 nhitng thac mac. Ong khong huénh hoang, Ann Yanni



nghi réing 6ng cam thiy canh sét da gip may. Réng ho da duoc biéu khong nhidu thir ma binh thudng khong cb.

Sau d6, Rodin budc kn. Ong ta n6i néing nhur thé s& cénh sét mdi chi dinh lu dén doan dau mdt vu dung d nhd, va cong viée thit sw by gior mdi bat
dau. Van phong cta 6ng s€ xem xét lai moi viéc va dua ra nhimg quyet dinh can thict. Va vang, thua c6 Yanni, boi vi 6ng nghi rang nhimg tinh huong da
chimg thure cho nd, chac chan dng s& theo dudi mdt mitc an tir hinh cho James Barr.

k ok 3k

James Barr thirc day trong phong giam cuia minh Itc chin gio' sang ngay thir Bay, van con Rr dir Vi bi say thudc. Ngay lap tire, hén duoc iy du van tay
va duoc doc cho nghe ludt Miranda mdt lan, rdi thém mot lan nita. Quyen duoc gitt im lang, quyén duoc 6 ludt su. Hin chon thai d6 gilr im lng,
Khong c6 nhiéu ngudi im nhur thé. Khong nhidu nguoi ¢6 thé m nhur thé. Nhu cdu duoc ndi thudng rit ménh liét. Nhung James Barr thing duoc diéu
d6. Han chi ngAm chiit miéng lai va giit nguyén nhur thé. Co nhidu ¢b giing bét chuyén véi hén, nhung héin khong tré 16i. Khong mot lan ndo. Khong mot
101 ndo. Emerson khé mirmng r& vi diéu d6. Su that i Emerson khong hén da mudn Barr ndi ra bt cir diéu gi. Ong thich sip xép moi chirng ctr, nghién
ctru k§ hrdng no, thir nghiém né, danh béng né t6i khi éng c6 thé huong trude duoc 10 bude tdi ma khong can phai nghe 10i thi toi. Nhitng 101 thi toi qua
d& dang bi bén bao chita cao budc tré lai B do ép cung hay tim than 1on x0n, dén ndi ong da hiéu duoc ring can tranh xa ching, Ching ctr nhur duong
dac trén banh kem. Chung 1 thir ong ft muén nghe nht, khong phai thir 6ng can nhat. Khong nhur nhimg chwrong trinh canh sat bt cudp trén ti vi, & do
thdm van lién mién 1 mot dang nghé thuét trinh dién. Thé nén dng chi dtmg ra ngoai moi sir, ma dé cho dam k' thudt vién ctia minh hoén tét cong viée
cham chap v kién nhan ciia ho.

Em gai clia James Barr chua p gia dinh va thué mdt cin ho & khu trung tim. Tén ¢6 i Rosermary. Nhur hau hét dan ching trong thanh phd, ¢6 da bang
hoang va chét ing. C6 da xem tin tirc dém thir Sau. Séng thir Bay ¢6 lai xem lan nita. C6 nghe mot thanh tra canh sat nhéic dén tén anh minh. Thoat dau,
cd nghi |z do nham 1An. Chéc ¢6 da nghe nhim Nhung 6ng nay cir nhic di nbéc lai, James Barr, James Barr, James Barr. Rosemary bat khoc. Thoat
dAu c6 khoc vi bdi 161, 10i vi hoang so, sau rdt vi gidn dir.

Sau d6 c6 budc minh phai binh tinh, va lam mdt viée gi do.

C6 am thu ky cho mdt cong ty ut 6 tam nguoi. Gidng nhur phéan In nhimg cong ty trong céc thanh phd nhé & miét trong, cong ty ctia ¢6 nhan mdu
moi thir. Va ho ddi xir véi nhan vién khé t6t. Tién hrong khong nhiéu, nhung cé nhimg khoan khac bu thém. Mot trong nhimng khoan do la mt phic loi
tron goi. Mot céi khac 1a c6 dugc goi I chuyén vién phap ly thay vi chi la thu ky. Mot cai khac nira 1 16i hira ring cong ty s& bao lo hoan toan mién phi
nhitng vAn dé ludt phéap cho nhin vién va gia dinh ctia ho. Hau hét nhimng vén dé d6 1a vé di chuc, thué mé va ly di, va ric r6i voi cong ty bao hiém trong
cac vu tong xe. Chir khong phai la van dé bao chita cho moOt ngudi anh da trudng thanh bi bude toi ]amtrong mot vu bén tia tan bao chin dong thanh
phd. €6 biét didu d6. Nhung c6 nghii réing minh phéi thir mdt chuyén xem sao. Béi vi ¢d hiéu anh ciia minh, va 6 biét anh khong thé pham toi.

Cb goi dién cho sép truc tiép ctia minh vao sd may nha. Anh ta chi yéu chi B mdt chuyén vién vé thué, thé nén anh goi cho lut sur vé hinh s ciia cong
ty. Tay ludt su nay lai goi cho tay quan ly, va 6ng nay t6 chirc mdt cude hop toan thé cac thanh vién ctia cong ty. Ho hop trong gio an trura tai mdt quan
an mién qué. Tir phit d4u tién, churong trinh ciia budi hop da ki hm the ndo dé khudc tir yéu cau ctia Rosemary Barr mot cach té nhi nhat. Viéc bao
chita cho mdt tdi nhur thé nay khong phai la loai cong viéc ma ho du timxir Iy. Hay c6 du dinh xir Iy. N6 ¢6 nhitng dinh liu voi chuyén quan hé quan
ching. Ho c6 ngay su dong thuén vé diém do. gid. Nhung ho 1 mot nhém chung thiy v6i nhau, va Rosemary la mbt nhéin vién tot da lam cho ho nhiéu
nam Ho biét a ¢6 khong c6 tién vi thué ctia 6 do ho khai. Ho doan ring anh cta ¢6 cling khong co tién. Nhung hién phap béo damcho quyén dugc tur
vAn phép ludt, va ho khong danh gia cao nhitng lut sur do toa chi dinh. Vi thé, vé miit nguyén tic dao dirc ho dang & trong tinh thé tién thoai ludng nan.

Tay luat su hinh sur giai quyét chuyén nay. Ong tén 1 David Chapman. Ong 1 mdt ciru chién binh timg xin tréi, c6 quen biét Rodin & phong cong t6. Ong
biét ong nay kha r5. Thét tinh thi 6ng khong thé khong biét. Ho I hai nguoi ctng mot gude, 1on Ién trong cting mot khu pho lam viéc trong ctng mot
nganh, méc dui & hai phia trai ngroc nhau. Thé nén Chaprman dén phong hit thudc va ding dién thoai di dong ctia ong dé goi vé nha vién cong t6. Hai tay
luat swr ¢6 mdt cude thao luan k ludng va thing thin. R6i Chapman quay lai ban an.

Ong ndi, “Pay la mot vu thua chic. Anh ctia ¢d Barr ¢6 t0i dit di rdi. Vu khoi td coa Rodin s& dién ra nhur trong sach gido khoa vay. C6 troi biét chr,
mot homnao d6 nd s€ trd thanh mot bai hoc gido khoa that day. Ong ta co di moi thir chirng cd. Khong c6 mot chut hy vong le 16i nao ca.”

Tay quéan Iy hoi, “Lio 4y c6 thing thén voi anh khong?”
Chapman tra 161, “Ban cii v&i nhau khong Iam bay dau.”
“Thé thi sa0?”

“Tat ¢ nhirng gi m chiing ta phi lim & xin dwroc giédm ti. Néu ching ta ¢ thé kéo tir phét tiém tir hinh xudng con chung thén khong tai ngoai thi da |
mot ky cong 16i. D9 1a tat ca nhiing gi ¢ Barr cd quyén mong doi. Hay thiang anh khon ki€p ctia ¢6, xin phép dugc néi nhur the.”

“Ching ta s& can thiép dén dau?” Tay quéan Iy hoi.

“Chi dén giai doan tuyén an thoi. Boi vi héin s& phai nhan to1.”
“Anh ¢6 san long nhan lam vu nay khong?”

“Trong hoan canh ndy thi danh vay thoi.”

“Ching ta s& phai mt bao nhiéu gio cho n6?”



“Khong nhiéu. Thire té i ching ta khong thé 1am dugc diéu gi ca.”
“C6 tinh tiét giam nhe n30?”

“Hin I cyru chién binh Ving Vinh, t6i tin nhu viy. Do d6, chéic hiin ¢6 nhimg téc dong héa hoc con s6t lai. Hay mdt thir hdi chimg hiu chén thwong tim
ly phat trién chdm gi d6. C6 & ching ta cé thé thuyét phuc Rodin dong y trude. Ching t6i ¢6 theé ban xong trong gio an trua.”

Tay quéan ly gat dau. Quay sang tay chuyén vién vé thué. “Noi vi c6 thu ky ctia anh la ching toi s& lm hét kha ning dé gitp anh c6 4y trong liic ngit
nghéo nay.”

Barr duoc doi tir phong tam giam ctia s& canh sat dén nha tii ctia hat trude khi ca em gai An Chapman c6 dugc co hdi gip gi. Neudi ta Ky di chin va
b6 dd nga ctia gi va gi duge phat db 16t bang gidy, mot bo 4o lién quin mau cam, va mdt doi dép tong cao su. Nha i ctia hat | mot noi khong tha vi
chit ndo. Noi ny kha hoi ham va 6n do. N6 chat chdi vrot chuéin cho phép va tinh trang ciing thing vé& mit xa hoi va ching toc dugce kiém soat bén
ngoai lai dwoc dé mic cho 1ong hanh & ddy. M&i phong giam nhét ba mang ma linh gac thi thidu. Nhiing ngudi moi vao duoc goi la tii con so, va tii con
so bi bo mic tu lo liéu ]éy than.

Nhung Barr da c6 thoi di linh, do d6 ¢t sbe chuyén di vin hoa ndy tac dong toi gi it hon nhitng ngudi khac. Ga sdng sot qua canh Bm til con so trong
hai gio, 16i dugc dura dén phong tham tra. Nguoi ta bao ring co mdt lut su dang chdy & d6. Ga thdy mot cai ban va hai chiée ghé duoc bt dinh xudng
san trong mdt can phong nhd khong ¢ cira s6. Ngdi trén mdt chiée ghé 1 mdt ngudi ma gi mo hd nhan ra minh d4 gip & dau d6 roi. Trén ban cb mot
chiéc may ghi am ¢& bo tii. Gidng nhur mdt chiéc Walkman.

Nguoi dan ong ngdi trén ghé néi, “Toi i David Chapman. Toi 1 bién Iy bién ho ti hinh sur. Tire | mdt luat su. Em géi clia anh lim viée & cong ty toi.
C6 ay yéu cau ching t6i giup anh.”

Barr khong ndi gi ca.

Chapman n6i, “Vi thé t6i c6 mit & day.”

Barr van khong n6i gi.

Chaprman n6i tiép, “Toi dang ghi 4m lai cude n6i chuyén ndy. Ghi vao bang. Toi nghi anh ddng ¥ chir?””
Barr van khong n6i gi.

Chapman noi. “T6i nghi chiing ta timg gip nhau. Tai budi tiéc Gidng sinh ctia cong ty ching t6i, ding khong?”
Barr van khong ni gi.

Chapman cho.

Ong hoi, “Anh dugc ngudi ta giai thich v& 161 bude toi chura?”’

Barr van khong n6i gi.

“Loi bude i rat nghiém trong day.”

Barr van khong n6i gi.

Chapman ni tiép, “Toi khong thé gitip anh néu anh khong tu gitip chinh minh.”

Barr chi nhin 6ng dam dam. Chi ngdi yén va im king trong nhiéu phtit. RSi gi nhém ngudi vé phia cai may ghi am va néi i du tién ké tir bubi chiéu hom
trude.

Ga noi, “Ho bt Am nguoi i
Barr Iip lai, “Ho bét lﬁmngu(‘)'i L7

Chapman hoi ngay Bip tirc, “Vay n6i cho t6i biét ai |y ké ding di.” Ong ta da o luyén vé chién thuéit trong toa &n. Ong biét céch dwa moi viéc vao nhip
diéu. Hai, dap, hoi, dap. Do 1a cach lam cho ngudi ta thd 16. Ho roi ding vao nhip va phun ra hét.

Nhung Barr chi rit Iui trd lai sy im lang.
Chapman noi, “Hay lam rd chuyén nay.”
Barr khong tra 1oi.

Chapman hoi, “Anh c6 chbi 11 budc t6i d6 khong?”



Barr van khong n6i gi.
“C6 hay khong?”
Khoéng mot 101 dép.

Chaprman n6i tiép, “Bang chirng dAy ra rdi. Toi e ring qua nhiéu nira kia. Anh khong thé gia ngdc dau. Ching ta cin ban chuyén vi sao anh am diéu do.
Chi c6 vay moi giip duge thoi.”

Barr van khong n6i gi.
Chapman n6i, “Anh muén t6i giop anh chir? Hay 1 khong?”
Barr van khong n6i gi.

“C6 I& 1a do thoi ky tham chién da qua ctia anh. Hay sy cang thing hiu chéan thwong, Hay mdt thir ton thurong vé tinh thin nao d6. Chiing ta can tap
trung vao nguyén do.”

Barr van khong n6i gi.

Chaprman n6i, “Chéi t6i khong phai a mt giai phap. Chimg ¢6 ranh ranh ra 161"
Barr van khong néi gi.

“Chbi t6i khong phai 3 mdt giai phap.”

Barr néi, “Tim Jack Reacher cho t6i.”

“A”

“Jack Reacher.”

“Do 1a ai? Mot ngudi ban ctia anh 4?”

Barr khong tra 1oi.

Chapman hoi, “Mot ngurdi nao d6 ma anh quen a?”
Barr van khong n6i gi.

“Mot ngudi nao d6 ma anh tirng quen a?”

“Cir tim nguoi 4y cho t61.”

“Han ¢ dau? Han I ai chtr?”

Barr khong noi gi.

Chapman hoi, “Jack Reacher 1a bac sia?”

Barr Iap lai, “Béac sia?”

Chapman hoi, “Pé la mdt bac si?”

Nhung Barr khong néi niva. Ga chi dimg 1én khoi ban, budc t6i canh cira phong va ddm cira cho t6i khi ngudi linh gic m cira ra, dan g vé can phong
giam chat cliing ctia minh.

Chaprman sép xép gip Rosermary Barr va tay dibu tra vién ctia cong ty 6 van phong ctia 6ng. Tay diéu tra vién a mdt canh sat vé huu ma phan 16n nhitng
cong ty lut trong thanh phd cung thug. Tét ca che cong ty déu trd tién trude dé gitt chan ong Ong 1a mot tham tir tur duoc cap gidy hanh nghé. Tén 6ng
14 Franklin. Ong ching ¢6 gi giong voi mot tay tham i trén cac chuong trinh tivi. Ong lam moi viéc ctia minh & ban glay, v6i nhimg cudn danh ba dién
thoai va dir liéu trong may vi tinh. Ong khong ra ngoai, khong mang sting, khong doi mil. Nhung khong ai dich lai nbi 6ng trong viée kiém tra dit liéu hay
truy tim ké dao thodt, va ng van con rat nhiéu ban m viéc trong s& canh sat.

Ong néi, “Chimg ctr virg nhur ban thach. Toi nghe néi viy. Emerson chi huy vy nay va ong ta rét dang tin ciy. Thuce tinh thi Rodin cling vay, nhung vi
mot Iy do khac. Emerson Ia ngudi rat kién quyét va Rodin thi lai 13 mdt tén hén. Khdng mdt ai trong hai nguroi d6 noi dicu gi, trir khi ho ¢ ching ¢t han
IK)i.”

Rosenary Barr néi, “Téi khong thé tin dugc 1 anh Ay am chuyén do.”



Chapman ndi, “O thi, tat nhién c6 vé nhur anh ta choi, dy 1 toi hiéu duge cd thé. Va anh ta doi gip mdt tay ndo do c6 tén  Jack Reacher. Mot tay ma
anh ta quen hay da tirng quen. C6 bao gio ¢6 nghe cai tén nay chira? Co bict han 1a ai khong?”

Rosemary Barr chi lic dAu. Chaprman viét cai tén J ack Reacher xubng mot manh gléy 10i ddy cho Franklin. “T6i doan c6 1& hén | mot bac sitamly. Barr
nhic dén cai tén ay ngay sau khi t6i ni cho anh ta biét chimg ctr ving chac nhw thé nao. Do do, ¢6 I& tay Reacher nay Ia ngudi c6 thé gip ching ta xin
giaman. Co I& han da chita tri cho Barr trude day.”

Barr n6i, “Anh ctia t6i chira bao gior di diéu tri tim Iy.”

“Cb biét chiac nhur vay a?”

“Chua bao gio.”

“Anh ta ¢ thanh phd bao lau r6i?”

“Murdi bén nam. Tir khi giai ngii.”

“Cb 6 than thiét voi anh ta khong?”

“Anh em t6i sng cling nha.”

“Nha cua anh ta?”

Rosemary gt dau.

“Nhung c6 khong con séng & d6 nixa?”

Rosemary nhin lang di.

C6 noi, “Khdng, toi chuyén nha rdi”

“C6 thé anh ctia ¢ di kham tAm thin sau khi c6 doi di?”

“Néu vay thi anh Ay da ni voi t6i roL.”

“OK, vay trude day thi thé nao? Thoi gian con trong quan doi?”

Rosemary khong néi gi. Chapman quay qua Franklin.

Ong néi, “Vay c6 thé Reacher 1 bac siquin y ctia anh ta. C6 thé hin c6 thdng tin v& mot chin thong cii. Hin ¢6 thé rat hitu ich.”

Franklin nhan manh gidy.

Ong n6i, “Trong truong hop nay thi toi s& tim hén.”

Rosemary Barr néi, “Di sao ching ta ciing khong nén tinh chuyén giam an. Ching ta nén tinh ti nhing nghi van hop Iy. Téi sy vo t01.”

Chapman n6i, “Chimg cir rat viing. Anh ta str dung chinh khéu sting ctia minh m.”

Franklin méit ba gios truy tim Reacher ma khong ra. Trude tién, Ong ra soat khap nhimg hoi doan ctia béc sitAm . Khong két qua. Roi 6ng lén mang tim
nhiing nhém béo trg' chicn tranh Ving Vinh. Khong dau vet. Ong thir voi hé thong thong tin Lexis-Nexis [6] va vdi tat ca nhimng co quan thong tin.
Khong c6 gi ca. Sau d6 ong bt dau lai va truy cap hd so ou trit ctia Trung tim hd so nhan su qudc gia. N6 c6 danh sach tit ca quan nhan hién nay va
trude ddy. Ong timra tén ctia Jack Reacher trong d6 kha dé dang. Reacher gia nhdp quan doi nam 1984 va giai ngii hang danh dyr vao nim 1997.

[6]: Lexis-Nexis: a mot hé théng lru trix béo chi, cac van ban luat va kinh té tryc tuyén ctia M, hru giit lai nhitng thong tin ¢6 tir ndm 1770 trd di.

Con James Barr thi nhap ngii nam 1985 va giai ngii ndm 1991. Nhur thé 13 c6 sau nam tring nhau. Nhung Reacher khong phai la bac si gi ca. Khong bac
sitdmly gi hét. Ong la mOt sTquan quan canh. Mot thiéu ta. C6 I8 1a mdt nhan vién di€u tra cao cap cling nén. Barr k&t thic binh nghiép voi chire thp,
Chuyén vién E-4. B6 binh, khong phai la quan canh. The thi dau I diém lién hé gitra m0t thiéu ta quan canh va mot chuyén vién bo binh E-4? RS rang
phai cd mdt dicu gi d6 cd ich, néu khong thi Barr nhac dén cai tén ndy lam gi. Nhung no 1a céi gi day?

Sau ba gio;, Franklin nght rang ong s& ching bao gio tlm ra, boi vi Reacher hoan toan bién mét khoi tim nhin sau ndm 1997. Bién mit tuyét dbi. Khong
¢6 ddu vét ndo cua 6ng ta & bat ky noi dau. Ong ta van con song, theo Co quan quan ly an sinh xa hoi cho biét. Ong ta khong ¢ ti, theo Trung tam thong
tin toi pham quoc gia. Nhung 6ng ta da bién mét. Ong ta khong c6 hd so tin dung Ong ta khong dtmg tén s¢ hitu mot bat dong san, hay xe cd, hay

thuyén bé ndo. Ong ta khong no ndn. Khong cho ai vay ng. Khéng dia chi. Khong sé dién thoai. Khong lénh truy nd treo, khong an tich. Khong vo.
Ciing khong con. Ong ta 1a mdt bong ma.



Trong ba g 46 James Barr gip ric r6i lon. Khoi dau khi gi budc ra khoi | phong giam cta minh. Ga 1€ phai dé t6i chd may dién thoai cong cong Hanh
lang kha hep. Ga va vao mdt ké khac, vai cham vai. Roi gi pham mdt sai lim t0i t&. Ga ngude mit 1én khoi san nha, liéc nhin ngudi kia va xin 161

Mot sai Am tdi t&, boi vi mot tay til con so thi khong diroc cham niit voi mot t nhan khac. Lam thé 1 6 hamy vo 18. D6 1 luat ti. Ga khong hiéu didu
do.

K¢é ma hén cham niit 1a mot tn nguroi Mé. Tén nay xam minh theo 16 bang dang, nhung Barr khong nhan ra. Lai mt sai Am tdi té nita. L& ra gi nén
quay nhin lai san nha, tiép tuc budc va cau xin Chua. Nhung ga khong lam nhu vay.

Ma lai n6i, “Xin 161.”

R&i gi nhuréng may, thoang cudi theo céi kiéu tir trach minh, nhur 1 n6i, O day kinh that nhi?
Sai Am trAm trong, Mot su sué)ng sd, va lai gia dinh c6 tinh than thién nita.

Tén ngudi M2 hoi, “May nghia cai gi vay?”

Liic d6 thi Barr hiéu hoan toan. May nghia céi gi vay? Bay la mot loi kiém chuyén da thanh chuan muyc. Trai linh, quén ruou, goc phd, hém tdi, nd khong
phai 1a cau ndi ma ngurdi ta muon nghe chit nao.

Ga noi, “Khdng c6 gi.” Va nhén ra | minh d kim cho tinh hubng t6i t& hon nhiéu.
“May coi tao khong 1a cai gi a?”

Barr cti nhin lai san nha va budc di, nhung da qua tré. Ga camthay tia it tén ngudi M@ trén ung minh va bo ngay ¥ nghi ding dién thoai cong cong
Nhitng cai dién thoai nam & cubi hanh lang va gi khong mudn bi don vao bay ket. Thé nén g di mot vong dai ngroc chiéu klrndong ho va Ve phong
giam cta minh. Ga tr6 vé phong an toan. Khong nhin ai, khong néi. Ga ndm xudng giwrong ctia minh. Khodng hai gio' sau, g camthdy 6n rdi. Ga nghi
minh ¢6 thé giai quyét duoc mdt 1o hit doa nhd nhét vé chuyén co bép. Va gi to con hon tén ngurdi ME. Ga to con hon cé hai tén ngudi M2,

G mudn goi dién cho em gai. Ga mubn chiic ring ¢6 binh an.

G4 lai di dén khu dién thoai cong cong,

Ga dén duoc d6 ma khong bi lam phlen gica. D6 la mot noi nho hep. Co bén cai dién thoai trén turong, bon ngudi dang noi chuyén, bén hang nguoi
khac dang chd sau ho. Tiéng on, tiéng & chén, tiéng cuoi rd dai, sur sot rudt, sw gidn dit, khong khi 6i chua, mii md hoi, mii toc ban va mii nude tiéu
khim lim. Chi A mdt canh tiong nhé t binh thurong, theo nhitng i James Barr hinh dung trudc.

R&i n6 khong con i mot canh binh thurong nita.

Nhirng nguoi dung trude g blen mét. Ding la bién mét. Ho don gian 1 tan mét khoi tim mét. Nhlmg ké dang noi chuyen cUp ngang nra chirng va tranh
ui lai sau gii. Nhimg ké dang sép hang tan mét. Trong nira gidly thoi cai hanh lang dang dong dao va 6n 4o trd thanh ving hoe va yén king

James Barr quay nguoi lai.

Ga thay tén M@ ¢6 hinh xim. Tén M@ cim dao va murdi hai thang ban sau lung gi. Cay dao Ia mit cdi can ban chai rang bang nhua dan day bang véi
mot dau mai inhon hoét, nhur 1 mdt cai dii. Dam déing sau déu i nhimg tén nhd con chéc nich, dira ndo ciing xam y hét. Ching déu cit toc ngfin voi
nhitng kiéu réi rim cao ngang so.

Barr n6i, “Khoan da.”

Nhung tén nguoi ME khong khoan, va tam phiit sau Barr d4 trong tinh trang bét tinh. Nguoi ta tim thdy g3 sau d6, nim trén san nha, bi ¢anh mém nhiin
nhur tréi chudi, vo s6 vét dm va it s, va chay méu nghiém trong. Sau d6, gi6i ti nhan bao nhau ring gi bi nhu thé ciing dang doi. Ga da khinh thuong
d4m Latinh. Nhung ching ciing bao nhau ring gi khong phéi yén king ma di. Trong 101 don ¢6 chit khim phuc kin d4o. Nhimg tén M@ ciing an don chit
it. Nhung khong nhiéu nhu Barr. Ga dugc tai vao bénh vién thanh phd, durgc khau lai va duge dem phiu thuat dé am giam thoét ap suat tir bo ndo bi
sung, RO g durge ném vao khu chiam sc ddc biét duge bao e, trong tinh trang hon mé. Céc bac sikhong biét chic bao gioy thi gico the tinh lai. C6
thé trong mdt ngay. CO thé trong mdt tudn. C6 thé trong mot thang, C6 thé ching bao gids. Céc béc si khong 1 Fim, va ho ciing ching miy quan tim
Ho déu la danthltrannay

Vién giam thi goi dién thoai vao gitta khuya cho Emerson. Rbi Emerson goi bo cho Rodin. Rdi Rodin goi bao cho Chapman. Rdi Chaprman goi béo cho
Franklin.

Franklin hoi ong, “Vay gior thi sao roi?”
Chapman tra o4, “Chéing ¢6 gi ca. Moi chuyén ngung lai. Anh khong thé xir mdt ngudi dang bi hon mé.”
“Vay khi hin thirc ddy thi sa0?”

“Néu hiin khoe thi ho s& tién hanh, t0i doan vay.”



“Néu hén khong khoe thi sao?”
“Thi ho s& khong lim gi ca. Khong thé xir mot ké ¢6 doi sng thue vat.”
“Vay minh lim gi day?”

“Chéng lam gi ca.” Chapman n6i, “Déng nio ching ta ciing chéng coi trong nd qua. Barr pham t0i rd rang qua rdi, khong ai ¢6 thé lim gi nhidu cho hdn
dau.”

Franklin goi dién thoai bao cho Rosemary Barr, vi 6ng khong biét da c6 ai khac lam cai viée kho khin ndy chura. Va ong thdy chura c6 ai that. Thé nén
tu ong thudt lai tin nay. Rosemary khong phan g 6n ao gi lam. C6 chi yén Iing. Nhu 1a cdm xtc ctia ¢6 da t6i han roi.

C6 n6i, “Chéc a toi nén dén bénh vién.”

Franklin tra 104, “Néu ¢ mudn.”

“Anh dy vo t0i, dng biét d6. Chuyén ndy khong cong bang chit ndo.”

“Hom qua cd cd gip anh ta khong?”

“Ong mudn n6i i t6i ¢6 thé chimg minh anh Ay ngoai pham khong ?”

“C6 c6 thé lam vay khong?”

“Khong” Rosemary n6i, “Toi khong thé. Toi khong biét hom qua anh Ay ¢ dau. Khong biét anh dy da m gi.”
“C6 nhitng noi ndo anh ta thurong xuyén dén khong? Rap chiéu phim, quéan ruou, dai loai nhu thé?”
“Khong co.”

“Anh ta thuong qua lai ban bé nao?”

“Toi khong biét chic.”

“Ban gai?”

“Lau r6i khong c6.”

“Hay Iui t6i tham nguroi than nao khac?”

“Chi ¢6 hai anh em chiing t6i thoi.”

Franklin khong ndi gi nira. Mot khoang lang dai va lo au.

Rosemary Barr héi, “Gio s€ ra sao?”

“T6i khong biét chéc.”

“Ong d4 timra ké ma anh 4y nhéc dén chua?”

“Jack Reacher u? Chura, rét tiéc. Khong du vét gi ca.”

“Ong s& tiép tuc tim chr?”

“That sy t6i khong thé lam thém diéu g nita.”

Rosemary Barr néi, “Thoi dugc, vAy thi ching ta phéi lo liéu ma khong ¢6 ngudi iy vy.”

Nhung ngay lic ho dang ndi chuyén trén dién thoai khuya hom thir Bay, Jack Reacher dang trén duong dén voi ho.
Ban dang doc truyén Mot Phdat Mot Mang duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 2

Reacher dang trén duong dén v6i ho vi mit ngudi dan ba. Ong ta da qua dém thir Sdu & South Beach, thanh phé Miami, trong mdt cau lac bd salsa, voi
mdt ¢d vii nir dén tir mot du thuyén. Chiéc du thuyén tir Na Uy t6i, va c¢d gai ciing viy. Reacher cho ring c6 qué cao khong mia ba & duoc, nhung dbi
v6i moi chuyén khac thi ¢6 ¢6 s do rét chudn. Ho gip nhau trén bai bién lic ban chiéu. Reacher dang phoi minh cho da ram néng. Ong thich c6 ln da
ndu. Ong khong biét c6 ta dang im gi. Nhung 6ng camthaybong ¢6 rop xubng mit, va khi mo mit thi thay ¢6 dang nhin minh. Hay c6 I& nhin nhiing
chiéc seo ctia 6ng. Da 6 6ng cang nu thi ching cang nbi bét ra, tréing mdt cach dang ghét va qua dé nhin thiy. C6 co mrde da sang véi b bikini den.
Mot bo bikini den bé xiu. Ong doan biét ngay ¢ 1 mot vii cong tir trrde khi ¢6 ndi véi ong, Cai d6 ndm ngay trong dang vé ciia cd.

R&t cude ho an tdi voi nhau rdi di dén cau lac bd. Nhay salsa & South Beach néi chung khong phai 1 Iwa chon hang dau ciia 6ng, nhung ¢ ¢6 thi ciing
dang, O bén ¢6 ciing kha thi vi. Va hén nhién c6 1 mot vii cong tuyét voi. Tran day sinh Iwc. C6 von ong mét nhoai. Lic bon gio sang, co dua 6ng vé
khéch san ctia minh, hao hirc dinh von 6ng thém nira. Khach san ctia ¢6 1 mdt khéch san nho theo phong cach giai Art Deco & gan bién. RS rang hing
du thuyén ddi dai tir & cac nhan vién ctia minh. Chic chin né 1 mdt dia chi tho mdng hon ci nha nghi cia Reacher nhiéu. Va ciing gin hon nhiéu.

Va n6 lai con ¢6 truyén hinh cap, thir Ay nha nghi ciia Reacher khong c6. Ong thirc giéc ic tam gior sang thir Bay khi nghe ¢6 vii cong x6i nurde trong
phong tim Ong bat i vi Ién do dai ESPN. Ong nudn tim ban tin tém it ctia giai American League ti thir Sau. Ong chéing bao gio tim ra. Ong chuyén
kénh lién tiép roi dot ngdt ngung lai & CNN vi nghe gidm ddc so canh st tiéu bang Idiana nhiic dén mdt c4i tén ma 6ng biét: James Barr. Phia trén la mdt
budi hop béo. Phong nho, dén chéi. Trén dau man hinh ¢6 dong chit: Ban quyén ctia dai NBC. Bén dudi man hinh viét: Vu thim sét dém thir Sau. Vién
giémdéc nhéc lai cai tén 1an nita, James Barr, rdi ong gi6i thiéu mot thanh tra chuyén vé céc vu giét nguoi tén Emerson. Emerson trong c6 vé mét moi.
Emerson lap lai cai tén Jan thir ba: James Barr. ROi, nhur thé doan duge chinh xc thic mic trong d4u Reacher, ong dan ra mot tiéu sir van tit: Bon muoi
mdt tudi, cur trd tai Indiana, chuyén vién bd binh quan doi Hoa Ky tir 1985 dén 1991, cyu chién binh Ving Vinh, chura bao gidr p gia dinh, hién khong
¢o viéc lam

Reacher chiaim chii nhin man hinh. Emerson t6 ra i kiéu nguroi kiém 1oi. Ong n6i ngan gon. Khong ba hoa. Ong két thiic 1 conglt b6 va khi dap lai cau hoi
ctia mdt phong vién, 6ng tir chdi tra 10i cu thé James Barr €6 16i trong cude thim van nhirng gi. Sau do6 6ng gii thiéu mot cong t6 vién. Tay ndy tén la
Rodin, va hoan toan khong phai I dang kiém 1oi. Khong ngin gon. Hin “nd” 0" vung troi. Hin ba hoa sudt muoi phit dé vo cong can cta Emerson vé phan
minh. Reacher hiéu diéu d6 m Ong timg gan nhur im mt tay com trong sudt murdi ba nam. Canh sat cong hrng cay, va cong t vién huong hét vinh
quang. Rodin ndi tén James Barr thém vai lin rdi néi ¢6 1& chinh quyén dinh danh cho hin mot an tir hinh.

V& i gi?

Reacher cho.

Pén ot mdt nguoi din chirong trinh dia phurong tén i Ann Yanni tiép tuc. C ta tom tt lai nhimg sur kién xdy ra toi hom trude. Tan sét bang sing ban
tia. Vi tan sat nhan tAm. Stng tyr dong, Bai dau xe. Quang trurdng cong cong, Nhitng ngudi dang trén duong vé sau mot tuan I dai lam viée. Nam nguoi
chét. Mot nghi can bi bét giir, mot thanh phd di thé vin dang khoc thwong,

Reacher nghi chinh Yanni moi d nguoi dang khoc thirong, Thanh cong ctia Emerson da cit cut cu chuyén ctia ¢6 ta. C6 ta bién mit va CNN tiép tuc
voi phan tin chinh tri. Reacher tat tivi. C6 vii cong tir phong tam di ra. Trong c6 hong hao va thomngat. Va khoa than. C6 da dé khén tam lai bén trong,
“H6m nay minh kxm gi day?” C6 hoi, kém theo mdt nu cudi toi tin kiéu Na Uy.

Reacher dép, “Anh s¢ di Indiana.”

Ong cpéc b6 vé phia Bic trong hoi néng dén tram xe buyt Miami. R&i 6ng doc hrdt qua bang lich trinh gio xe chay ban thiu va phéc qua ch‘zflng duong,
S& chang phai la m0t chuyen di dé dang dau. Tir Miami dén Jacksonville 1 doan duong thir nhat. Roi tir Jacksonville dén New Orleans. Roi tir New
Orleans dén St. Louis. R6i tir St. Louis dén Indianapolis. Tiép do c6 & Ja mot chuyén xe buyt dia phuong vé phia Nam vao sau miét trong, Nam diém
dumg khac nhau. Gio dén va gio di khong tring nhau. TAt ca mét hon bon o tam gio. Ong rat mudn di may bay hay thué mot chiéc xe, nhung lai dang
ket tién va ong thich di xe buyt hon, va 6ng nghi i1 sao chéic hai ngdy cudi tuin ciing s& khong ¢6 s kién gi nhiéu.

Sur kién xay ra vao cudi tuan i Rosemary Barr goi dién lai cho diéu tra vién ctia cong ty ¢d. C6 cho ring Franklin s& co mot quan diém trong ddi doc
1ap. C6 goi toi nha dng, mudi gid sang Chi nhat.

C06 noi, “Toi nghi t6i nén thué luat su khac.”

Franklin khong noi gi.

Rosemary ndi tiép, “David Chapman nghi anh 4y ¢6 t6i. Khong phai viy sao? Thé nén ong ta di bo cude roi.”
Franklin néi, “Toi khong thé ¢6 v kién gi dugc. Ong Ay 1 mdt trong nhitng ngudi thué t6i.”

Pén It Rosemary Barr khong ndi gi.

Franklin hoi, “Trong bénh vién thé nao r6i?”



“Kinh khing, Anh 4y nim trong khu chiim soc dc bigt cing voi mot déng ti &n bam nita. Ho cong tay anh dy vao giwong. Anh dy dang hon ms, troi a!
Lam sao ho c6 thé nghi anh ay chuon di dugc?”

“V& mit phap ly tinh trang ra sa0?”
“Anh 4y bi bit nhung khong bi bude toi. Anh Ay nhur bi bo o di. Ho cho ring néu tinh chiic anh 4y ciing khong xin bao nh tai ngoai.”
“Ho nghi thé chic dung”

”Tjné nén ho tur tién cho ring trong trudng hop ndy ciing gidng nhur anh Ay that sy khong xin bao lnh. Thé nén anh dy [ ctia ho. Anh 4y trong guong hé
thong. N6 nhur [a trong mdt ving mir mo.”

“Vay ¢6 con muon gi chir?”

“L& ra anh 4y phai khong bi cong tay. Vaitrala anh 4y nén duoc 6 trong bénh vién danh cho curu chién binh. Nhung s& ching ¢6 diéu d6 néu t6i khong
tim dugc mdt ludt su san long giip anh ay.”

Franklin dimg mot lt. “C6 giai thich thé no vé nhing chimg c1?”

“T6i hiéu anh to1.”

“C6 da don ra khoi nha hén, con gi nita?”

“T6i don ra vi nhirng Iy do khac. Chir khong phai vi anh dy 1 mdt gi dién sat nhan.”

Franklin néi, “Hén chan trude mdt chd dau xe. Han da lap ké hoach cho vu nay.”

“Ong ciing nghi 1 anh 4y c6 61

“T6i phan doén theo nhitng thong tin t6i c6 doc. Va nhimg gi t6i biét déu khong hay chit ndo.”
Rosemary Barr khong néi gi.

Franklin néi, “Toi rt tiéc.”

“Ong c6 thé d& nghi mot luat sur khéc khong?”

“C6 c6 quyén quyét dinh diéu d6 khong? C6 c6 quyén chon luat su khong?”

“T6i nghi diéu do6 1 dwong nhién. Anh 4y dang hén mé. Toi 1 ngudi thin gin nhit ctia anh 4y.”
“C6 ¢ bao nhiéu tién?”

“Khong nhiéu.”

“H&n c6 bao nhiéu tién?”

“Ngoi nha ciia anh Ay ¢6 chit gia tri.”

“Diéu ndy khong hay dau. N6 s& nhur B mdt ¢t gidng vao mdm cong ty ¢d dang m”

“Lic nay toi khong nghi @én chuyén d6 dugc.”

“C6 ¢6 thé mht sach, ké ca cong viée nira.”

“Déng ndo thi toi ciing s& mét viéc néu khong gitip dugc James. Néu anh Ay bi két 4n thi ho s& cho toi nghi viée. Toi s& mang tiéng xau. Vi c6 quan hé véi
ké sat nhén. Mot vét nho.”

Franklin néi, “Hén ding thudc ngi ciia ¢6.”

“T6i dura cho anh 4y. Anh 4y khong c6 bao hiém.”
“Tai sao hin cAn thubc?”

“Anh dy méc chimg kho ngil.”

Franklin khong noi gi.



Rosemary noi, “Ong nghi i anh dy ¢6 t6i?”

Franklin tré 11, “Chimg ctr qué chéic chén.”

“David Chaprman khong that swr ¢ ging, phai khong?”

“Cb phai can nhic c4i kha ning i David Chapman ding”

“T6i nén lién h¢ voi ai day?”

Franklin ngirng mdt lac.

“Thir Helen Rodin xemssao.”

“Rodin?”

“Cb 4y 14 con gi ctia 6ng cong td vién.”

“T6i khong biét co dy.”

“Co 4y & khu thurong mai. C6 dy m6i mo vin phong. C6 4y mdi vao nghé va rét sic sao.”
“Diéu ndy c6 hop véi nguyén tic khong?”

“Khong c6 ludt ndo cim”

“Vay 14 hai cha con s& chdng nhau.”

“Viéc ndy & ra i ctia Chapman, va Chaprman chéc chn hiéu rd Rodin hon c6 con gai. C6 Ay da khong ¢ nha tir rét lau roi.”
“Co 4y di dau?”

“Pai hoc, trudng uat, thu ky cho mdt quan toa & Washington.”

“Liéu c6 dy co ich duoc chit nao khong?”

“Toi nghi 13 c6.”

Rosemary Barr goi t6i s dién thoai viin phong ctia Helen Rodin. Viéc nay nhur | mot phép thir. Mot ngudi moi va sic sao s& ¢ niit & vin phong ca
ngay Chui nhat.

Helen Rodin ¢4 méit ¢ van phong ca ngay Chu nhat. Co ngdi & ban Bm viée tra 10i dién thoai. Ban ctia ¢6 13 d6 mua lai va nd nim ngao nghé trong can
16 hai phong gin nhu trong rdng trong cling tda cao dc kinh den ¢6 van phong cia NBC ¢ Jau hai. Can ho duoc thué voi gid ré qua mot trong nhimg
chwong trinh trg cAp kinh doanh s thanh phd tung ra nhur hoa gidy. Y d6 ctia ho i huych mt ¢t khoi dong cho khu thirong mai moi hdi sinh va sau nay
s bu lai bang khoan thué that ning.

Rosemary Barr khong can ké lai cho Helen Rodin v& vu viéc vi moi chuyén xay ra ngay bén ngoai cira s van phong moi ctia ¢6. Chinh Helen ciing muc
kich phin ndo va sau do c6 theo ddi phén con lai qua tin tirc. C6 xem tat ca cic budi truyén hinh c6 Ann Yanni. C6 nhn ra ¢6 ta tir dai sanh ctia toa

nha va trong thang may.

Rosemary Barr hoi, “Co s€ giip anh toi chir?”

Helen Rodin king yén gidy lat. Cau trd i khon ngoan nén & Khong doi ndo. C6 biét viy. Kiéu nhur Khong doi ndo, quén chuyén do di, chj dién ddy a?
C6 hai ly do. Thir nhat ]2‘1’, ¢0 biet mot h’J,C‘I]Z‘iO d6 viéc va cham nghiém trong véi gha minh 3 khong tranh du(yf:, nhung ¢6 ¢6 can qé xay ra dung lic nay
khong? Thir hai la, ¢6 biét nhirmg vu 4n dau tién cia mot ludt su moi ra 10 s& quyct dinh sy nghiép ctia nguoi dy. Nhitng bude di dau tién roi s€ vach ra
con duong xz’lg dlnh Tré thanh mot lpét su bién ho pho phfrng vu tat ca dong loat bo tay cling c6 cai hay, c6’két Iuén vy sau khi can nhic moi nhg.
Nhung khéi dau bang mot vu da khi§n ca thanh pho phé.t} no thi s& la mot ‘tai hoa ;na-ket—finh thure sy Vu ban giét nay khéng’duoc coi [a mt toi pham
Mé la mc}t t01 4c phan nhan loai. Chong lai loai ngudi, chong lai ca cdng dong, chéng lai n6 Iyc Jam hoi sinh khu trung }ﬁm, ch6ng~1ai toan b quan niém
v¢ ban sdc Indiana. Cr nhur la Los Angeles hay New York hay Baltimore da doi dén mict trong, va dong vai ke ¢6 gang xin tha 11 hay giai thich vu nay
s€ 1a mdt sai lam chi mang, Nhu 14 dau tich ctia Cain [7]. N6 s€ theo dudi c¢d sudt phan doi con lai.

[7]: Cain: ké giét em trai minh trong Thanh kinh; Thurong dé dong d4u lén nguoi Cain dé hin di dén d4u ngudi khac ciing s& nhn biét.

Rosemary Barr hoi, “Chiing ta ¢6 thé kién nha ti khong? Vida dé cho anh 4y bi thuwong?”

Helen Rodin lai Eing yén. Thémmdt Iy do dé tir chdi. Mot thin chit khong thire té.

C6 16i, “Cé & dé vé sau. Liic ndy anh ay dimg nguyén don s& khong durgc nhiéu ting ho dau. Va khé ma chimg minh duoc diéu dé i ¢6 hai, vi dang



ndo thi anh Ay ciiing sép bi tr hinh.”

Rosemary n6i, “Vay t6i khong thé tra c6 nhiéu duoc. Toi khong c6 tien.”

Helen king yén lan thir ba. Thémmdt I do chinh déng nita dé tir chbi. Su nghiép ciia ¢6 vira bét dau, tinh chuyén km tir thién lic ndy con hoi s6m.
Nhung Nhung Nhung.

Bi c40 co quyén c6 ngudi dai dién cho minh. Pao Iudt vé Nhan quyen [8] da n6i thé. Va anh ta van vo i cho tdi khi bi chirmng minh I pham t91. Va néu
chimg ctr kho cai nhu 1 cha ¢6 da noi, thi toan bo chuyén ndy ching qua s& chi i mdt quy trinh giam sat. C6 s& tw minh kiém dinh lai vy 4n dé xac dinh
anh ta ¢ toi. Ri ¢0 s& khuyén anh ta nhén toi. RO ¢ s& trong theo lung ctia anh ta khi cha c6 dit anh ta qua guong may. Thé i xong, C6 thé xem nhur
1a viéc thue hién bon phan mot cach trung thire. Mot thi tuc hién phap nham chan. C6 hy vong the.

[8]: Pao lut nhan quyén (Bill of Right): tén goi mudi diéu bd sung dau tién vao hién phép M.

Cb ndi, “T6i chip nhan.”

Rosenary Barr néi, “Anh 4y vo t0i. T6i cam doan ma.”

Helen Rodin nghi, Ho lu6n cam doan vay.

C6 lp lai, “OK* Rdi ¢6 yéu cau than chi moi ctia minh dén gip c6 lic bay gio sang mai. Diéu ndy nhur 1 mot phép thir. Mot c6 em that su tin vao sur
v t0i ctia anh minh thi s& ¢6 niit bat chap gio hen sdm

Rosemary Barr dén rat ding hen, I bay gio sang thir Hai. Franklin cling ¢6 miit ¢ do. Ong tin tuong Helen Rodin va san sang d6i chii thanh toan céc .
hoa don cua minh cho t6i khi thay dugc gi6 thoi theo chicu nao. Helen Rodin da ¢6 mit tai ban giay ca gio roi. C6 da thong bao cho David Chapman vé
sy thay doi luat su dai dién vao chiéu ngay Chi nhét va da lay duoc cudn bang ghi &m cude phong van James Barr ban dau ctia ong. Chapman rat mirmg
dugc dua no cho ¢6 va phui tay khoi vu nay. C6 da nghe di nghe lai cudn bang ca chyc Ian trong t0i Chu nhat va thém mot chuc lan nira vao sang hom
d6. N6 1a tat ca nhimg gi c6 thé lay dugce. Thé nén co nghe that k¥ va da rit duoc tir nd mot vai két ludn so bo.

Co noi, “Nghe day.”

Ccoda chuan bi cubn bang sin sang trong mot chiéc may kiéu cii bang c& chiéc hop dung giay. Co bamnit Play va moi ngudi nghe tiéng let xet, tiéng tho
va nhiing tleng dong trong phong, r6i giong noi cuia David Chaprman: Toi khong thé gitip anh néu anh khong tur giip chinh minh. C6 mot khoang dimg kha
dai, day tiéng let xet, va roi James Barr ni: Ho bét Am nguoi rdi. Ho bat im ngudi roi, g3 lap lai R&i Helen nhin nhimg con s do bing va bim cho

cudn bang chay t6i doan Chapman néi: ‘Ch01 to1 khong phai 1a mdt chon lya. ROI glopg cua Barr bat Ién: Tim Jack Reacher c}}o t01' Helen bAm dén cau
héi ctia Chapman: D6 1a mdt bac si? R6i cudn bang khong con ghi lai gi nita ngoai ti€ng ctia Barr dap vao céanh clra phong tham van.

Helen n6i, “OK, t0i nghi anh ta thét sy tin réing minh khong lam vu ny. Anh ta ca quyét dieu d6, roi ndi gidn va cat ngang cudc thim van khi Chapman
khong nghiém tic ghi nhan 161 anh n6i. Rat rd rang, phai khong nao?”

Rosemary Barr ndi, “Anh 4y khong m vy d6.”

Helen Rodin néi, “Tdi n6i chuyén vdi cha t61 hom qua. Chimg cir dAy ca ra do, Barr a. Toie ring anh ta qua d lim vy d6 that. Chi can phai thira nhan
rang c6 khi em gai van khong hiéu dugc anh minh nhiéu nhir mong nmuon. Hay néu da hiu thi anh ta ciling da thay d6i tinh tinh vi nhitng Iy do nao d6.”

Moi nguoi im Iing mot Kic lau.
Rosemary hoi, “Cha chi c6 ni that véi chi vé nhimg chimg ctr khong?”

Helen néi, “Ong 4y khong thé khong n01 i tht. Thé ndo thi ching ta ciing s& biét hét théi. Con c6 qua trinh kham phé nita. Ching t6i s& Ay 1oi khai. C6
lira ddi vé diém nay ciing chéng ich gi.”

Khong ai n6i gi.

Helen noi gita Itc tAt c4 im king, “Nhung ching ti vén ¢6 thé gitp anh ciia chi. Anh ta tin rang minh khong pham t9i. Toi tin chic diéu d6 sau khi nghe
cuon bang. Do d6, bay gio anh ta bi chitng 4o gidc. Hay 1t ra thi cling bi 4o gidc vao hdm thir Bay. Vay c6 [ anh ta cling bi trong ngay thir Sdu ludn.”

Rosemary hoi, “Thé thi gitip duroc anh 4y & chd ndo? Van 1 thira nhan 1 anh 4y im co ma.”

“Nhitng hé qué s& rit khac biét. Néu anh ta hoi phuc. Thi gian va viée chita tri trong mot bénh vién van s& ot hon nhiéu so voi thoi gian va khéng chira
tri gi ca trong mdt nha 1 duge canh gac cyc ky nghiém ngat.”

“Chi mubn ngudi ta xac nhin James bi tim thin?”

Helen gt dau. “Loi bién ho vily do strc khoe la kha nang manh nhét ctia ching ta. Va néu ching ta dua ra diéu d6 dung vao lic ndy, thi nd 6 thé cai
thién cach ho d6i x{r véi anh ta trude phién toa.”



“Anh 4y c6 thé chét. Bac sindi nhur vay. Toi khong mubn anh ay chét ma vin mang tiéng t6i pham. Toi mudn thanh danh ctia anh Ay duoc trong sach.”
“Anh ta chura bi két 4n. Anh ta chura bi budc t0i. Anh ta van | mot nguoi vo tdi truede phap luat.”
“Nhung hai diéu d6 dau c6 giéng nhau.”
Helen n6i, “C6 1& khong gidng tht.”
Thém mdt khoang im ling dai nita.
Helen n6i, “Chiing ta hay gip lai & déy vao lic murdi gio' ba muroi. Ching ta s& thao ra mot chién hroc. Néu ching ta nhém téi chuyén di vién, thi ching
ta nén tién hanh cang som cang tot.”
Rosemary Barr néi, “Chiing ta can tim cho ra nhan vét Jack Reacher ndy.”
Helen git dau, “T6i d4 cho Emerson va cha t6i biét cai tén nay.”

“Tai sao?”

“Boi vi ngudi ctia Emerson da lyc sot nha anh cua chi. Biét dau ho da tim thay mdt dia chi hay mot sb dién thoai. Va cha t6i can phéi biét vi ching ta
mu6n ngudi ndy c6 tén trong danh sach nhan chimg ctia minh, chir khong phéi i danh sach ctia cong t6 vién. Boi vi ong ta ¢6 thé gitip cho ching ta.”
“Ong ta c6 thé 1 mdt bang chimg ngoai pham.”

“Khé nhét ciing chi c6 thé 1 mot ddng doi cii”
Franklin néi, “Téi khong thiy lim sao lai thé dwoc. Ho khéc cip bac va khac nganh.”
Rosemary Barr néi, “Chiing ta cn phai tim cho ra ngudi niy. James da yéu ciu 6ng ta, phai khong ndo? Diéu ndy phai co nguyén do ndo do.”
Helen lai git dau. “Chéic chéin 1 t0i mudn tim ra ong ta. Ong ta c6 thé cho ching ta biét diéu gi d6. C6 thé B mot thong tin dé bao chita. Hay it ra thi ong
ta 6 the chi cho ta diéu gi d6 cé ich.”
Franklin néi, “Ong ta hoan toan n¥t tich roi.”

Ong ta chi cach d6 ¢6 hai gio dong ho, ng01 phia cubi mot chiéc xe buyt vira ra khoi Indianapolis. Chuyén di chdm, nhung cing thi vi Ong qua dém thir
Bay ¢ New Orleans, trong mt nha tro gan tram xe buyt. Ong qua dém Cha nhat & Indlanapohs Vay nén 6ng di ngi, n va tim rira. Nhung phan I6n
thoi gian Ong Jc hr ga gat trén céc chuyén xe, ngim canh vt bén duong, quan sat canh hdn don cta nu6e My, va trdi theo hoi tudng vé ngudi dan ba
Na Uy. Cudc doi ctia 6ng i nhur vay. N6 1a mdt bire tranh mau kham tir nhirg ménh v3. Nhirg chi Uet‘va bbi canh s& phai nhoa di va tai hién lai khong
con chinh x4c, nhung nhitng cam nhén va kinh nghiém s& dan ket lai theo thoi gian thanh mdt tam tham day nhing lic vui budn lan 16n bang nhau. Ong
chua bict chinh xac ngudi dan ba Na Uy s€ roi xuong dau. Lic d6 6ng nghi vé ¢6 nhur mdt co'hoi bi bo 6. Nhung dit thé nao dinira chéc hin ¢ ciing
s€ giong budmra di som thoi. Hodic 6ng s€ di. Su can thiép ctia CNN da lam cho moi chuyén rit ngan lai, nhung c6 1€ chi mt phan nho thoi.
Xe buyt dang chay voi toc d6 55 dammdt gios trén xa 16 37, huéng vé Nam N6 ding lai & ¢ Bloomington. Séu nguoi Xuong xe. Mot ngudi trong s ho dé
lai to bao cta Indianapolis. Reacher nhit t& bao lén xem phén tin thé thao. D1 Yankees van dan dau ¢ mién Dong. RHi 6 ong gio sang trang nhét xem tin
tirc. Ong thay dong tira dé: Nghi can bin tia b thong trong mdt cudc tin cong trong nha giam. Ong doc ba doan dAu:Chén thirong so ndo. Hon mé.
Chan doan khong cho két qua chic chan. Tay nha bao duong nhur nghiéng nga gitra phé phan Uy ban trirng gidi cta Indiana vé nhitng nha giam khong
c6 ludt 1€ gi ca va hoan hd nhing ké tan cong Barr da thure hién nghia vu cong dén cuia ho.

Reacher nghi, Cai nay chi lam réc rdi thém
Nhitng doan sau Ip lai cau chuyén ban déu, bd sung thém nhig thong tin bén 18 vira cdp nhat, thém nhitng dir kién mbi. Reacher doc hét. Em gal cla
Barr da don ra khoi nha han vai thang trude sy viée nay. Tay nha bao c6 vé cho rang dicu d6 da gay ra, hodc 1a hdu qua ctia tinh trang r6i loan hién
nhién ctia Barr. Hay a ca hai.

Chiéc xe buyt rdi khoi Bloomington. Reacher xép tos béo i v i diu vao cira kinh nhin con duong, N6 giong nhu mdt ddi bing den, wét dim do trén
mura vira qua, va trai ra bén canh ng voi duong phan cach nhang lén nhw mot ban tin khan danh bang mé morse. Reacher khong & ban tin noi gi voi
minh. Ong khong doc ra no.

Chiéc xe but chay vao mdt tram dimg c6 méi che, Reacher budc ra ngoai dnh néing va nhin thiy cach minh nam khéi phd vé huéng Dong c6 mdt xa 1o
treo fuwon vong phia sau mdt toa nha bang da cti ky. Or}g QOén 1 n6 bang loai da voi cua Indiana. DO xin &y. N6 chéc la mot ngan hang, 6ng nghi, hay
mot toa an, hay c6 1€ la mot thur vién. Co mot toa cao oc Op kinh mau den dang sau nd. Khong khi khong té. Lanh hon & Miami nhung 6ng con ¢ kha xa
vé phia Nam, du dé thiy mia dong con lau mdi téi. Ong s& khong can thay toan bo ti 4o cho hop voi thoi tiét. Ong dang niic mdt chiéc quin rong bang
vai bong mau trang va mot 40 so'mi vai thd mau vang sang. Ca hai déu moi mua duoc ba ngay. Ong tinh s& méc ching duge thém mt ngdy nira. RO s&

mua d6 khéc, do ré tién thoi. Qng mang mot doi gy thuyén miu ndu. Khong xo tit. Ong thiy minh an nzic nhur dé di dao trén bai bién va nghi minh hin
cd vé lac diéu trong thanh pho.

Ong xem dong ho. Chin gior hai muroi sang. Ong dimg & via hé trong nhitng ludng hoi khoi dau diesel, viron vai va nhin quanh quat. Thanh phd nay ndm



trong s6 nhing thanh phd miét trong dién hinh, khong I6n ciing khong nho, khong mdi cling khong ct. N6 khong n6 r ma cling chang suy tan. Chéc han
cting c6 mot lich sir ndo d6. Chic hantu‘ngco budn ban ngd va dau nanh. C6 thé 1 thude 1. Co the gia stc. Chac hén c6 mdt con séng, hay mot duong
xe lira. Chéc c6 chut cong nghiép lap rap nita. C6 mOt khu thirong mai nho. Ong c6 thé thiy nd namtnroc mit, vé phia Pong ctia noi ong dang dimg
Nhitng toa nha cao hon, mdt s bing d4, mot s bang gach, vai bang quang céo. Ong doén tda cao b kinh den 1 toa nha chinh trong khu vre. Ching
ai di xdy nd & mot noi ndo khic ngoai tim diém ctia khu thirong mai.

Ong bude vé phia n6. Canh xay dyung dang dién ra khéip noi. Stra sang, am moi, nhitng 15 hdng trén dudng, nhitng dng d4 soi, bé tong moi, nhitng
chiéc xe tai ning né cham chap di chuyén. Ong bang qua trudc mit mdt cong truong thi dung phai mdt nhanh duong nho va thoat ra khoi do doc theo
suon phia Bic ctia phan bi dau xe dang xay moi do dang. Ong nhd lai ban tin ndng ctia Ann Yanni va nguée nhin nd, 1di chuyén anh niit sang mot
quang trurong cong cong. MOt cai hd canh can nude voi mot cot phun nurde don doc nhd 1én gitta hd. Mot 16i di hep ném giita c4i hd va birc twong thip.
L6i di day nhirng vét tuong niém lam voi. Cé ca hoa, cuong duoc boc trong gidy bac. Nhitng tim anh trong khung kinh, nhitng con thi nhdi bong nho,

va nén. Bui boc én tir chd cat con lai. Cat ndy dé thAm hét mau di, ong doan vay. Nhimng xe clruhoa ché nhiing thing cat dén noi ¢6 tai nan va cac hién
truong toi 4c. Va nhirng céi xéng bang thép khéng gi dé xtic di nhitng b phén co thé. Ong liéc nhin lai bai dau xe. Chura t6i ba muoi kim thurde ong nghi.
Rat gan.

Ong dtmg yén. Quéng truong im ang, Ca thanh pho yén lang. Thanh phé dang chodng vang, nhur mot canh tay bi t€ dai tam thoi sau mot ¢l dam cyc
manh. Quang trudng la tAm chén. N6 1 noi et dédm gidng xubng. N6 nhur 1 mdt 16 den, xtic cam durge nén vao qué chit khong thé thoét ra.

Ong budc tiép. Toa nha cii bang da 1a mot thur vién. Ong nghi, Ciing khong sao, thi thur [a nhitng ngudi d& thurong, Ho sén sang tré 101, néu ban chiu
1h6i.Ong hoi van phong cong 06 dau. Mot phy nir ¢4 vé mat budn va nhit nhét ngdi & quay giao tra sach chi duong cho 6ng. Khong xa JAm Déy khong
phéi la mot thanh phé on. Ong di vé hudng Pong qua mot tda nha méi co bang S¢ Pang kiém va mot phong tuyen quén. Phia sau nd la mot khoi pho
gom nhitng ctra hang binh dan 10 dén mot tda nha méi xdy Bmtoa an. N6 3 mdt toa nha mai bang theo kiéu thiét ké hang loat voi nhitng canh ctra g0
gu va kinh cham trd. N6 gidng nhur 1 ngdi nha tho thude mot gido phéi quai go ndo do co mdt dam gido dan bung da rong rii nhung tii lai khong tién.
Ong trénh 10i vao chinh. Ong di vong quanh khoi nha cho 6 khi dén khu van phong. Ong théty mdt cénh cira ¢6 béng Phong cong t6 quén. Bén dudind
la mot tam bang dong khéc ¢4 tén cua Rodin. Ong nghi, Mot vién chirc duoc bau. Nguoi ta ding tam bang riéng cho d& ton kém vi cr sau vai thang
Mudi mot lai do6i nguoi. Tén cia Rodin viet tat la A.A. Ong ta ¢ bang luat.

Reacher di qua cira va hoi chuyén nhan vién tiép tin & ban. Xin gip dich danh A.A Rodin. “Ve chuyén gi vay?” ba tiép tan hoi, khé khang nhung lich sur.
Ba trac trung nién, biét chiim soc ban than, an mic dep, mic mjt chiéc 40 khodc ngoai mau trang sach. Ba ¢6 ve nhu la nguoi ca doi lam viée ¢ ban
gidy. Mot vién chire lanh nghé. Nhung khé cang thing. Trong ba nhur thé ganh trén vai minh it ca nhitng réc rdi moi ddy cta ca thanh pho.

Reacher noi, “Vé James Barr.”

Ba B tan hoi, “Ong 14 phéng vién 42

Reacher dap, “Khong,”

“T6i ¢6 thé bao véi viin phong dng Rodin 6ng lién hé ra sao véi vu 4n khong?”’

“Toi quen James Barr khi con trong quan d6i.”’

“Viée d6 han ciing lau lau roi.”

Reacher d4p, “Lau Bmrdi.”

“Xin dng cho biét quy danh?”

“Jack Reacher.”

Ba I€ tAn quay dién thoai va n6i chuyén. Reacher dodn ba dang n6i chuyén véi ngudi thur ky, bdi vi ca dng va Rodin déu duoc nhéic dén béng ngbi thir
ba, nhu nhirg sur vat triru trong. Ong dy ¢4 the tiep mdt 6ng tén l Reacher vé vu d6 khong? Khong phai la vu Barr. Ma 1 vy d6. Khac han voi mjt s6
van phong cong to vién ma Reacher timg, Cudc tro chuyén tiép dien. Roiba I€ tan che ong nghe lai bang cach ap nd sat vao nguc, bén dudi xwrong co,
trén ngyre trai.

Ba hoi, “Ong c6 thong tin 42

Reacher nghii, Nguoi thur ky trén Au c6 thé nghe duoc tiéng tim ba dap diy.

Ong tra 101, “Vang, Thong tin.”

Ba hoi, “Tur trong quan d6i?”

Reacher gat dau. Ba tiép tan lai ap dién thoai Ién tai va tiép tuc ndi chuyén. Cau chuyén kéo dai kha lau. Ong A.A Rodin ¢6 hai ngudi gac cong can man.
Piéu d6 that rd rang. Khong c6 cach nao qua mit ho ma khong c6 mot ly do khin cép va chinh dang, Piéu d6 ciing thit 15 rang. Reacher xem dong 1.

Chin gio bbn muroi sang, Nhung khong plm voi néu xét hoan canh hién thoi. Barr dang hon mé. Ngay mai ciiing duge. Hay ngay mbt. Hay néu can ong
¢6 thé tim dén Rodin qua tay canh sat. Ong ta tén gi nhi? Emerson?



Ba tiép tan gac mdy.
Ba n6i, “Xin di thing Ién. Ong Rodin & ting ba.”
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Chuong 5

Reacher nght, Vinh dy cho t6i qud. Ba nhén vién tiép tan ghi tén cua 6ng kén tAm thé vao cira danh cho khach va luén n6 vao mot chiée vo plastic. Ong
kep né 1én 4o va di t6i chd thang mdy. Lén tAng ba. Tng ba c6 tran nha thip va hanh lang bén trong duoc thip séang bing dén huynh quang. C6 ba canh
ctra bang van ép phii son dang dong va mdt canh cira d6i bang go d4nh bong dang dé mo. Déang sau B mdt ngudi thu ky ngdi & ban. Nguoi gac cira thir
hai day. C6 ta tré hon ngudi phu nit dudi kia nhung ¢6 1€ 14 cao cap hon.

C5 hoi, “Ong Reacher?”

Ong gt dau, co roi khoi ban va dua ong dén chd nhitng vin phong c6 ctra sb. Trén canh cira thir ba mi ho dén c6 ghi A.A Rodin.

Reacher hdi, “Chit A.A c6 nghia Ia gi vay?”

C6 thur ky dap, “Toi tin ring ong Rodin s& cho dng biét néu ong Ay mudn.”

C6 b cira va Reacher nghe mdt giong nam trung vong ra tir bén trong, RAi c6 m cira ra va dimg tranh cho Reacher budc vio.

Ong n6i, “Camon.”

C6 tra loi, “Khong c6 chi.”

Reacher budc vao. Rodin da dimg Ién tir sau ban, sin sang chao d6n khach, day vé lich im. Reacher nhan ra nguoi trén i vi. Ong ta d mdt ngudi trac
ndmmuoi, gay vira phai, thon tha wira phai, toc hoa ram cat cao. Nhin ngudi tht thi ong nho con hon trén ti vi. C6 1€ dng bot mdt phén thi vira mét tam
va thicu hai lang day chin muroi can. Ong mic bd vest mia hé mau xanh sdm. Ao so'mi xanh duong, va ca vat ciing xanh duong. Mat 6ng xanh duong
Khong nghi ngo gi nita, xanh dwong ki mau ctia 6ng. Ong cao rau that ky va ding nude hoa. Ong la nguoi rat ua trat tw, chac chan | viy. Reacher nghi,
Nguoc han voi minh. Nhu 2 mdt nghién ciru vé nhitng doi lap. Dt ke bén Rodin thi Reacher la mbt nguoi khong 16 &n mic cau tha. Ong cao hon ca cdi
dau va nang hon khoang trén hai muroi ky. Téc ctia dng dai hon ndm phan va trang phuc thi ré hon ca nghin d6 la.

Rodin hoi, “Ong la Reacher?”

Reacher git dau. Van phong theo tiéu chun cin ban ctia chinh phii, nhung rét gon gang, Mat me va yén tinh. Nhin tir cira s0 khong c6 canh dep. Chi la
nhirng mai nha phang cta nhimg ctra hang binh dan va van phong ctia S6 Dang kiém, bay ra moi thir 6 ong dan. Co thé nhin thy tda cao ¢ kinh den cach
d6 mot quang. Mat trdi toa sang yéu Ot trén bau troi. Vubng goc voi cira s la modt bire twong trung chién tich nm sau c4i ban, diit nhitng bang cép va
hinh Rodin chyp chung véi cac chinh tri gia. C6 dau dq cac bai bao thudt lai nhimg 101 phan quy‘et trong bay vy an khac nhau dugc dong khung. Trén mot
birc twong 14 tam hinh cia mbt ¢6 gai toc vang doi chic mil cir nhén va 4o thung, tay cdm to bang tt nghiép cudn tron. C6 gi rat xinh. Reacher nhin ¢6
mot thoang 1au hon can thict.

Rodin néi, “Dé 1a con gai toi. N6 cling Ia ludt su.”

Reacher néi, “Vay a?”

“N6 vira mo vin phong riéng dudi phd.”

Giong 6ng ta khong bay to diéu gi. Reacher khong biét 6ng ta hinh dién hay khong tan thanh.

Rodin néi, “Téi nghi héin 6ng sdp gip n6.”

Reacher héi, “T6ia? Visao?”

“Vind nhin bién hd cho James Barr.”

“Con géi ctia 6ng? Nhur thé ¢6 ding nguyén tic khong?”

“Khong 6 ludt ndo chdng lai diéu d6. N6 ¢6 thé khong hop 1y cho Fim, nhung khong trai nguyén tic.”

Ong nhin manh chit hop Iy véi nhiéu ham nghiia. Thét 1 khong khon ngoan khi bién hd cho mdt vu 4n tai tiéng nhur thé, khong khon ngoan khi con gii
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chéng lai cha ciia minh, khong khon ngoan khi bat cir ai chong lai A.A Rodin. Ong ta ¢6 vé 1 mdt ké rat thich ganh dua.”
Ong n6i, “N6 dua tén 6ng vao danh séch nhin ching tam thoi ctia minh.”

“Taisao?”

“Vi nghi réing 6ng c6 thong tin.”

“Co ay lay tén ti & dau ra?”

“Toi khong biét.”

“Tir Lu ndim goc ching?”’

Rodin nhin vai. “T6i khong biét chiic. Nhung né da c6 duoc cai tén. Vi thé ngudi ta dang tim anh ddy.”
“C6 phai vi thé t6i m6i duge vao day khong?”

Rodin git dau.

“Véng, dung vAy. Chinh xéc vi thé. Thong thuong t6i khong tru 4i nhimg vi khach khéng moi.”

“Nhén vién ctia 6ng 6 vé theo ndi quy d6 rit nghiém.”

Rodin n6i, “Tat nhién t6i hy vong diéu d6. Xin moi ngdi.”

Reacher ng01 xuong chiéc ghé danh cho khach va Rodin ngdi i phia sau ban. Cura s0 namben tay tri cua Reacher va tay phai ctia Rodin. Khong ai bi
ndng chiéu vao mit. B [ mdt cach sip dat ndi thit kha cong bang, Khac hian voi mdt s van phong cong t vién ma Reacher timg biét.

Rodin hoi, “Ong udng chit ca phé khong?”

Reacher dap, “Vang,”

Rodin goi ca phé qua dién thoai.

Ong n6i, “Tét nhién 1 t61 mubn biét vi sao anh dén day gip t6i trude. Y 61 1 gip bén budc i thay vi bén bao chira.”

Reacher noi, “T6i mubn nghe y kién ctia ca nhan ong”

“V& didu g?”

“V& viéc nhitng Iy 1& budc toi James Barr clia 6ng vitng manh t6i mirc nio.”

Rodin khong tré 11 ngay. Mot khoang thoi gian im king ngin ngii, r’(k)i ¢6 tiéng gb cira va c6 thu ky mang ca phé vao. Co bung mot chiéc khay bé.pg bac,
moi thir dat trén d6. Mot am ph:a kiéu Phap, hai chiéc tach, hai chiec dia, mdt lo duong, mdt binh bé xu dung kem, hai chic thia bac. Nhitng chiéc tach
ciing khong xin bao lnh tai la d6 sir tuyét dep. Reacher nghi, Khong phéi hang cta chinh phu, Rodin muon ca phé cia 6ng pha ding diéu. C6 thu ky dat
chiéc khay trén mép ban, nam chinh giita chiéc ghé ctia chi1 va ghe cua khach.

Reacher néi, “Camon.”

“Khong c6 chi.” Co tra loi va dira.

Rodin noi, “Xin ¢t tir nhién.”

Reacher ddy nip ddy xudng tur r6t cho minh mot tach, khong kem, khong duong, Vikha ddm va thom. Ca phé, pha ding diéu.

Rodin ndi, “Ly [ budc tdi Barr manh ngoai strc tuong turong,”

Reacher hoi, “C6 nhén chimg thiy tin mit?”

Rodin dép, “Khong c6. Nhung i khai ctia nhan chimg tn mit chimg kién c6 d tin cy rat kho huong, Toi thim chi mimg vi khong c6 nhan chimg thiy
tan mat. Boi thay vao do, chung t6i lai c6 chimg cur vat chat cuc tot. Ma khoa hoc thi khong néi doi bao gio. N6 khong gy ing ting,”

Reacher néi, “Cuc t6t 42
“Mot dy chimg ctr hoan toan vitng chiic gin tén d6 vao toi 4c.”

“Viing chac dén mirc nao?”



“Chéc nhur dinh dong cot. Cai tot nhit ma toi timg thdy. T6i tuyét ddi tin vao 1n6.”

“T6i da nhiéu lin nghe cong t vién n6i cau nay.”

“Vu nay khac hin, 6ng Reacher a. Toi i nguoi rit than trong, Toi khong truy t6 nhimg vu 4n tir hinh trir phi toi biét chic két cuc ctia n6.”
“Dé gilt ty 56 a?”

Rodin khoat tay trén dau va phia sau hrng chi birc twong day nhitng chién tich.

“Bay trén bay. Mot trim phan tram.”

“Trong bao 1au?”

“Trong ba nam. Vu James Barr nita 1 s& thanh tam trén tim. Néu hin c6 bao gio tinh day dugc.”
“Gia str hén tinh lai ma bi tan phé thi sa0?”

“Chi cAn bd néio héin con hoat dong khi tinh lai, hdn s& ra toa. Chuyén hin da gy ra & ddy khong thé duoc tha thir.”
Reacher néi, “Tdt rdi.”

“T6t cai gi?”

“Ong da cho 61 biét diéu t6i mudn biét.”

“Ong ndi [a ong c6 thong tin. T trong quén doi.”

“Gidr t6i s& giir kin n6 cho riéng minh.”

“Ong timg i quén canh, dtng khong?”

Reacher dap, “Muoi ba nam.”

“Va 6ng biét James Barr?”

“Chut it.”

“Ké cho toi nghe vé hin di.”

“Chua duge.”

“Ong Reacher ny, néu 6ng c thdng tin dé bao chita, hay bat cir diéu gi khac, thi dng can phai néi véi ti bay gio.”
“To6i phai ndi 42

“Du thé no thi t6i ciing s& Iy duoc thoi. Con gai t6i s& ndp. N6 s& tim cach thuong hrong 1 khai.”
“Chir A.A c6 nghiia I gi?”

“Sao co?”’

“Tén viét tit clia Ong”

“Aleksei Alekseivitch. Gia dinh toi tir Nga t6i. Nhung lau Em rdi. Trude ca Cach mang théang Mudi.”
“Nhung ho van giit c4c truyén thng cii.”

“Thi anh thdy do.”

“Ngudi ta goi 6ng nhur thé nao?”

“Alex, tAt nhién.”

“Vang, camon ong da bo thi gio tiép t6i, Alex. Va ca phé nita.”

“Gio 6ng s& di gap con gai toi chir?”



“C6 ich gi dau? Ong c6 vé tir tin Bm.”
Rodin mim cuoi, ny cudi ra vé bao dung,

Ong n6i, “Chi 1 vAn dé thi tuc thoi. Toi i nhan vién cta toa, va dng ndm trong danh sach nhan chimg, Toi bude phai ndi ring ong bt bude phai di. Bit
cir mit thi€u st ndo cling s€ 1a trai nguyén tac.”

“Co ay & dau?”

LR}

“Trong toa cao 6¢ kinh i 6ng c6 thé nhin thiy tir cira so.
Reacher ndi, “Pugc thoi. Toi nghi 1a t6i s€ ghé qua d6.”
Rodin n6i, “Téi van can moi théng tin ma 6ng c6.”
Reacher lic dau.

“Khong. Ong that sy khong can dau.”

Ong tra tim the vao ctra danh cho khach cho ba tlep tan 10i nguoc trd lai vé& hudng quang truong cong cong. Dmg trong néng lanh Vva xoay tron mot
vong, dé cam nhén vé noi chén. Moi thanh phd déu gidng hét nhau, ma lai khong thanh phd ndo gidng nhau ca. Ching déu c6 miu sic riéng, Mot s6 mau
xam Cai nay mau nau. Reacher cho rang gach duoc lam tir loai dt sét ciia dia phurong va mang ca mau ctia d4t ndng trai cii vao nhirg mit tién. Thim
chi d4 ciing bj nhirng vét I6m dom, nhu Iin nhimg vun quing sit. Pay do c6 nhimg vét miu d6 sam, nhur | nhimg kho dyn ngdy xura. Day la mbt noi 4m
ap, khong dong diic lam, nhung nd dang tiép tuc sdng. N6 s& hdi lai sau tham hoa. C6 sur tién trlen, sur lac quan va dong hyc soi ndi. Tat ca nhitng cong
trinh XAy dung méi chimg minh cho diéu d6. Nhing cong trurong va 18 duong bé tong thd & khip moi noi. Rét nhidu hy vong,

Phén xdy thém cua bai ddu xe neo vao dau phia Bic cua khu phé thuong mai. N6 béo trude sy phat trién thurong mai sau ndy. N6 ndm vé huréng Nam
va hoi chéch v& hudng Tay ciia khu xay ra vu ban giét. Rit gin. Thing vé huéng Tay va c6 I xa gap doi la mjt doan ctia xa 10 treo. N6 hron thanh mot
duong chimg ba muroi thude gitta khong gian thodng rong trude khi vao vong cudn phia sau thur vien. RO 06 trai thang ra mt chit phia sau toa cao ¢
kinh den. Tda cao dc ndm vé huéng Bic ctia quang trudng. N6 trung mot tim bang NBC gin canh cira, trén mdt phién d4 granite niu den. Noi im
viéc ctia Ann Yanni, Reacher doan vdy, ciing 1 noi lam viéc ctia con gai Rodin. Phia Dong ctia quang trurong I toa nha hanh chinh noi ¢ van phong cua
So Prang kiém va phongtuyen quan. Do 14 noi nhing nan nhan dira. Ho d6 x6 ra khoi canh cira. Ann Yanni da néi gi nhi? Sau mot tudn dai lim viéc?
Ho da chen nhau vé hudng Tay, bang ngang qua quang truong vé hudng xe dang d4u hay tram xe buyt va roi vao con 4c mong. Ldi di hep laim ho di
cham lai va sdp thanh hang, Nhur bén ca nhdt trong mot cai chau Ion.

Reacher bude theo chiéu dai cua chiéc hd canh dé can dén canh cira xoay 0 tang mot cuia toa thap. Ong budc vao va hec qua tién sanh dé tim bang chi
dan. Mot tAm bang 16ng kinh nén bang ni x6p den voi nhitng chit miu trang gin trén d6. NBC nam trén ting hai. Mot sb 16 khac dé trong, va Reacher
doén rang nhitng phong con lai d6i chi qué nhanh, khong déng cong gan vao bang chit. Van phong ludt cia Helen Rodin duoc ghi nam & tAng bon.
Nhirng con chit hoi xién x¢o va khoang cach gitra ching khong déu. Reacher nghi, Di nhién né khong phai la Trung tam Rockefeller roi.

Ong doi thang may v6i mbt ngudi dan ba tée vang xinh dep. Ho nhin nhau. C6 ta budc ra & tAng hai va 6ng nhan ra ring d6 1 Ann Yanni. Ong nhan ra
c0 ta qua churong trinh trén truyén hinh. R6i 6ng hinh dung tat ca nhitng gi minh can lam 1a tim gap Emerson & s& canh st va dng s€ hdm nong lai toan b
cau chuyén thoi sy nham nhi dang hap hoi.

Ong tim thiy van phong cua Helen Rodin. N6 nimé& khu trude toa nha. Cac 6 cua s6 hin s& mo vé phia quang truong Ong £0 cira. Nghe mit tleng tra

101 vong ra nhur tir rat xa, rdi bude vao. Mot phong tiép tan tréng khong voi mot chiée ban danh cho thu ky. Cai ban dé trong, N6 1 do cfi, nhung gin
day khong duoc dung. Reacher nghi, Chua cé thu ky. Nhitng ngay khoi nghiép.

Ong g& canh cira van phong bén trong Van giong n6i lic ny tra 0. Ong budc vio, nhin thdy Helen Rodin ngdi sau mdt chiéc ban cii khac. Ong nhan ra
¢6 qua tim anh ctia cha 6. Nhung khi d6i dién nhin ¢6 con xinh xin hon. Chéc hén ¢6 chwra qua ba muroi, cao dong dong, ngudi manh khanh. Theo
kiéu thurong xuyén tap luyén. Khong phéi la do an kiéng qua mirc. Hogc ¢6 c6 chay bd hay choi bong da, hodc ¢6 qua may mén voi hé trao 6i chit clia
minh. C6 c6 mai toc vang dai va doi miét xanh ctia cha minh. D1 mét 4n chira vé thong minh. C6 miic tuyén mjt miu den. Quéin ty va mot chiée 4o thun
b6 bén dudi 4o choang, Reacher nghi,Lycra. Loai s6 dzach.

C6 ndi, “Xin chao.”

Ong dap, “Téi I Jack Reacher.”

Cb tron niit nhin 6ng, “Ong dtia a. C6 that 6ng 1 Reacher khong?”

Ong gt dau, “Trudc van thé, sau nay van thé.”

“Khong thé tin ndi.”

“C sao dau. Mbi nguoi déu b mdt ai do.”

“Y 6i 13, im sao Ong biét ma dén dy? Chiing t6i khong thé timra ong.”



“T6i thy trén ti vi, Ann Yanni, sang thir Bay.” C6 ndi, “Céamon Chiia da sinh ra cai ti vi. Va cam on Chiia vi 6ng c6 it ¢ ddy.”

Ong n6i, “T6i & Miami véi mot vil nit.”

“MOt vilnit a?”

“Co ay la nguodiNa Uy.”

Ong budc dén cira s va nhin ra ngoai. Ong dang dimg trén tang bbn, va con pho mua sam chinh chay thing vé huéong Nam, doc xudng thoai thodi,
cang khién 6ng ¢ cam giac dimg trén cao. Canh dai ctia c4i hd canh dugc dat thing hang v6i con duong. Thuc té I cai ho ndm trén con dudng, nhung
sau d6 nguoi ta da chin con duong lai dé lam thanh quang truong. Néu c6 ai di xa tr6 vé, nguoi do s€ ngac nhlen‘lamkhl thay mdt hd nude 16n & chinh
cho con duong trude ddy. Cai ho trong dai va hep hon so véi khi dimg trén mit dat ma quan sat nd. Trong né budn bé va trong rong, chi c6 mot Ip bin
rac mong trén nén gach den. Phia ngoai ctia nd, hoi chéch vé bén phai 1a bai dau xe moi, hoi thap hon so voi quang truong, Co 1€ chénh léch d6 nira tang
lAu.

Reacher hoi, “C6 ¢6 & ddy khong? Khi chuyén d6 xay ra 4y?”

Helen Rodin ling [ tra 161, “Co, ti o day.”

“Cb c6 chimg kién khong?”

“Ban dau thi khong, Toi nghe thiy ba phat sting dau tién. Chiing nd rat nhanh. Phat dau tién, rdi ngung mot ti, 1di hai phat tiép theo. Roi ngung mdt lic
nita, hoi lau hon mt ti, nhung qua thét cling chirng nira gidy thoi. Toi dirng day kip chimg kién ba phat sau ctng. That kinh khing.”

Reacher git dAu. Ong nghii, Co gii can dam d4y. Co nghe tiéng sting, va ¢d dimg day. C6 khong chui xuéng gamban dé nip. RHi 6 ong nght tiép, Phat
dAu tién, roi ngung lai mot chit.Do 1 tiéng sing cta mt tay sing chuyén nghiép, nhin xem phat dan dAu tién di dau. C6 qua nhiéu yéu t6 tic dong. Nong
sting lanh, tAm ban, sirc gi6, viéc nhim sing, ngim bin.

Ong hoi, “Co ¢6 thy nguoi chét khong?”

C6 tra 14, phia sau 6ng “Hai ngudi. That 1 khing khiép.”

“Ba phat va hai nguoi?”

“Hin ban trugt mdt phat. C6 thé 1a phét thir tw hay phét thir nm, ho khong biét chic. Ho tim thdy dau dan dudi ho. Ho can 1a vi thé. Nguoi ta da thao
nude di.”

Reacher khong néi 16i nao.

Helen néi tiép, “Vién dan i mot phéan ctia céc chimg ctr. N6 gin cy stng voi toi 4c.”

“Cb c6 biét ai trong s nhirg ngudi chét khong?”

“Khong. Ho chi 1 nguoi binh thudng, t6i doan vay. Ngau nhién hién dién khong phai noi, khong phai lic.”
Reacher khong noi gi.

“T6i thay 4nh lira 16e 1én tir khéu sing. Tit ngoai kia, trong bong ram, trong bong tdi. Nhitng énh ira nho khac ra.”
Reacher n6i, “Chdp lira dau nong”

Ong tir cira s6 bude tr6 lai. C6 chia tay ra.

C6 n6i, “Toi | Helen Rodin. Toi xin 161, 18 ra phai gioi thiéu dung phép tic hon.”

Reacher ndim tay ¢6. Ban tay 4m va manh .

Ong n6i, “Chi Helen thoi? Khong phai Helena Aleksey a hay 1 cai gi khac 4?7

C6 lai ngd 6ng trimg trimg, “Lam thé quai ndo ong biét dugc?”

Ong tra 101, “Toi da gap cha c6.” Va budng tay o ra.

Co hoi, “That a? O dau?”

“O van phong 6ng 4y, vira moi ddy thoi”



“Ong dén van phong cha t6i? Hom nay?”

“To1 m6i 1 khoi d6.”

“Tai sao 6ng dén vin phong cha t6i? Ong 1 nhin chimg ctia t6i. L& ra cha t6i khong duoc gip ong.”
“N6i chuyén v6i 6ng Ay rt tha vi.”

“Ong ndi voi dng Ay nhitng gi?”’

“Khong noi gi ca. Nguoc lai t6i diit cau hoi cho 6ng dy.”

“Nhitng cau hoi gi?””

“Toi mudn biét Iy 1& ctia ong Ay manh dén dau. Pé budc ti Barr.”

“T6i dang dai dién cho James Barr. Va 6ng 1 nhan chimg bién hd. L& ra ong nén ndi chuyén vai t6i, chir khong phéi voi ong 4y.”
Reacher khong noi gi.

C6 n6i, “Rui thay nhitng chimg ctr chdng lai James Barr 1 rét manh.”

Reacher hoi, “Lamsao ¢b biét dugc tén t61?”

C6 tra 1oi, “Tat nhién | tir James Barr. Con & dau nita?”

“Tir Barr? T6i khong tin.”

C6 n6i, “Vay cir nghe di.”

C6 quay sang c4i ban va bAmnut trén chiéc may cat-set kiéu cil. Reacher nghe mdt giong n6i ma 6ng khong biét: Chdi t6i khong phai i mot chon Ira.
Helen bamnit Pause va gitt nguyén ngén tay ¢ do.

C6 16i, “Do 14 lut su dAu tién cia ong ta. Chung t6i thay luat su dai dién vao hom qua.”
“Lam sao dugc? Hom qua hén con hon mé ma.”
“N6i cho ding thi than chii ctia t6i i em gai James Barr. Ngudi than gin nhét ctia hén.”

Réico tha nitt Pause ra, Reacher nghe tleng dong trong phong va tiéng let xet rdi mdt giong ndi mi Ong dd khong nghe lai trong murdi bon nm nay cét
1én. N6 gidng y nhu 1 6ng con nhé. N6 trdm, cing thing va cau kinh. N6 i giong n6i ctia mdt ngudi it khi md miéng. N6 noi: Tim Jack Reacher cho toi.

Ong dtmg yén, bang hoang,

Helen bimnit Stop.

C6 n6i, “Thay d6?”

R&i ¢6 xem dong hd trén tay.

C6 1n6i, “Murdi iy ba muroi. Ong & lai uén du budi hdi y v6i khach hang nhé.”

C6 dwra 6ng ra mit nhur | mot nha 4o thudt trén san khéu. Nhu mdt con th chui ra khoi mdt chiée mil. Trude tién | mot ngudi ma ngay lap tirc
Reacher nhin ra 6ng ta la mdt cyu canh sat. Ong ta dugc gidi thi¢u 1a Franklin, mot dicu tra vién ty do 1am viéc cho céc ludt su. Ho bét tay nhau.

Franklin néi, “Timanh 13 mdt viéc ching d& dang.”
Reacher dap, “Sai. Tim t6i 1a mdt viéc bét kha thi.”

“Anh c6 dinh cho t6i b@ét vi sao khong?” Trong miét Franklin hién én nhing cau hoi tirc thoi. Nhitng cau hoi ciia mot canh sat. Nhu, Cha nay lamnhan
chirng thi c6 loi nhur thé ndo day? Han Ia ai? Mot tdi pham? Mot ké dao tau? Li€u han c6 du tu cach d€ lam nhan chirmg khong?

Reacher dap, “Chi Ia mdt s¢ thich, mdt lya chon riéng thoi.”
“Témai Ia anh cling cya chir gi?”’

“Ga noi thurong phim ddy.”



Mt phu i budc vao. C6 khoéng ba lim dén gin bon muoi tudi, trang phyc nhu mot nhan vién vén phong, ¢6 vé cing thang va mat ngi. Nhung bén
dui vé boi roi dy, c6 khong phai la khong hap dan. C6 tréng ¢6 ve la mit nguoi tot va dimg dan. Tham chi xinh xan. Nhung 1 rang ¢6 la em gai ctia
James Barr. Reacher bict dicu d6 trurde khi duge gidi thiéu. Co ¢d cing nurde da, va cting mdt khudn miit ay, chi co diu dang hon, nir tinh, va gia hon
muroi bon ndm

C6 1n6i, “Toi o Rosemary Barr. Toi rit mimng vi anh tim dwoc ching toi. That nhu i troi xui vAy. Gior thi t6i m6i cam thy ching ta s& ¢6 duoc chit két
qua gi do.”

Reacher khong néi gi.

Vén phong ludt ctia Helen Rodin khong ndi v6i mot phong hop. Reacher doan ring sau ndy s& co. C6 & vy, néu co phat dat. Thé nén ca bén nguoi ngdi
lai v6i nhau 6 phong trong. Helen ngdi & ban giy. Franklin ngdi ghé 1én mit goc ban. Reacher dimg tira vao béu ctra s6. Rosemary Barr bon chon buse
t6i bude lui. Néu trén san c6 16t tham, thi ¢6 1€ c6 da lam thing né 161,

Helen néi, “Ok, clﬁép Iroc bao chita. It nhat chl'Jng ta H116n theo d}]éi mit thoa thudn vé y té. Nhung ching tasg ‘I]hEJIII'l dén diéu cao hon thé Sau cling,
chiing ta dat duoc dén mitc ndo tiry thude vao nhicu yéu to. Cac yeu to gan voi nhau ra sao, trurdc tién, toi chac rang tat ca chiing ta déu nuon nghe
nhirng gi dng Reacher dinh ndi.”

Reacher n6i, “T6i khong nghi cac ban mudn dau.”

“Mudn gi?”

“Mudn nghe nhing diéu t6i dinh néi.”

“Taisao?”

“Boi ¢ da c6 mot két luan sai lAm”

qa7"

“Cd nghi vi sao t6i lai dén gip cha c6 trude?”

“Toi khong biét.”

“Vi t61 khong dinh t6i gitip James Barr.”

Khong ai ndi 101 ndo.

Reacher noi, “T6i dén day dé thanh toan hin.”

Moi ngudi nhin chiim chim vao Reacher.

Rosemary Barr hoi, “Nhung tai sao?”

“Vi trude ddy hén da lam chuyén nay rdi. Va mot 1an da ki qua d.”
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Reacher xé dich, twa hrng vao canh cira s6 va quay nghiéng dé nhin xudng quang trudng, Va dé khoi nhin thiy khén gia ctia minh.

Ong hoi, “C6 phai cude ndi chuyén ny dwrge bao mit khong?”

Helen Rodin dap, “C6. Pay 1 mot cude hoi y v6i khach hang. N6 ti dong duroc bao vé. Khong ai duoc phép nhéc lai nhitng diéu ching ta n6i & day.”
“V& mit phap luat, thi viéc ¢6 nghe tin xAu c6 ding nguyén tic khong?”

Im king hdi lau.


http://ebookfull.net

Helen Rodin hoi, “Ong s& néu bang chimg dé budc toi anh ta ha?”
“T6i khong nghii minh cin néu ching, trong tinh trang hién nay. Nhung t6i s& néu néu can thiét.”

“Thé thi du sao di nita ching t6i s& nghe cai tin xAu. Ching t6i s& Ay 1o khai ctia 6ng trrde khi c6 thé timra bat cir tda xir. P bao dam khong c6 bét
ngd nao nira.”

Lai thém vai gidy im king,

Reacher n6i, “James Barr xua la mot tay ban tia. Khong phai 3 ngudi givi nhit ma quéan doi timg ¢6, ma ciing khong phai B nguoi t& nhét. Chi i mt tay
sting tdt, dat yéu cau. Hau nhur trung binh v& moi mit.”

Ong ngimg lai, quay dau nhin xuong phia bén trai ctia minh. Nhin xubng toa nha xoang xinh m6i | X8y co dét phong tuyén quan. Bo binh, Hai quin, Khong
quén, Thiy quén luc dat phong tuyén quan. Bo binh, Hai quén, Khong quan, Thity quan luc chién.

Ong n6i, “C6 bdn loai ngudi gia nhap vao quén doi Péu tién 1 nhing ngudi nhur 61, d6 I mot nghé truyén thong ctia gia dinh. Thir hai, la nhitng ngudi
yéunudce, hing hai phuc vt qudc ciia ho. Thir ba, nhitng ngudi don gian cn co mdt viée am. Va thir tu, nhig ké muén glet nguoi Quan doi 1a noi
duy nhét ¢6 thé am chuyén d6 mdt cach hop phap. James Barr 14 loai ngudi thir tw. Trong day long, hén nghi réng giét nguoi 1 diéu thi vi.”

Rosemary Barr quay di. Khong ai noi diéu gi.

Reacher n6i, “Nhung héin khong bao gidr c6 duoc co hdi. Toi B mdt diéu tra vién rat can trong khi con trong hrc hrong canh sat quan doi, va toi da diéu
tra k§ ludng vé han. T6i nghién ciru hin. Han duoc huin luyén trong ndm nam. T6i d4 xem xét nhirng cudn ghi chép s6 idu ctia hian. C6 nhitng tuan hén
ban hai nghin vién dan. Tat ca déu nhim vao nhitng muyc tiéu bang gidy, hay cac bia nhyra. Toi dém dugc sudt doi binh nghiép ciia hén da béan tong cong
hai triim nim muroi nghin vién dan, nm khong mot vién ndo ban vao ké thi. Héin khong di Pananm trong nim 1989 [9]. Chiing ta c6 mdt doi quan rat Ion
vao lic d6, ma ching ta chi cin mot e hrong rét nhd & do, vi thé phén Ion dam linh déu bi 1 dip. Piéu ny Bm hén s6i mau. Rdi chién dich L4 chén sa
mac [10] bt dAu nam 1990. Han di Saudi. Nhung hdn khong c6 mit trong chién dich Bao sa mac ndm 1991. Ngudi ta bién né thanh mot chién dich chi
yéu ding xe ting. James Barr trai qua giai doan d6 & Saudi, phiii cat bam trén siing, ban tap hai nghin vién dan mjt tuan. Roi sau khi Bao sa mac chim
drt, ho diéu hin dén Kuwait City[11] dé don dep.”

[9]: “Chién dich chinh nghia” dudi thoi tdng théng G.H. Bush tAn cong vao Panama nim 1989, dan dén viéc ha bé tong thbng Panama lic d6 a Manuel
Moriega.

[10]: “Chién dich chinh nghia” duéi thoi tong théng G.H. Bush tin cng vao Panama ndm 1989, din dén viéc ha bé tong théng Panama lic d6 3 Manuel
Moriega.

[11]: Thi d6 ctia Kuwait.
Rosemary Barr hoi, “Chuyén gi da xay ra & d67”

“Hin phat 10. Chuyén la thé do6. Phe X6 viét sup d. Iraq trd lai tinh trang cii. Hin nhin v& twong lai va hiéu rang chién tranh thé 1 chAm dut. Hin da
duoc huan luyén gan sau ndm, va chura timg duroc kéo co trong con gidn di, va s& chang bao gio. Phan Ion qué trinh luyén tp ctia hén chi 14 hinh dung
trong du. Hinh dung tlny minh dat dau thap trong dng nhim Ién tity cudng ndo, noi tily song mo rong ¢ ddy ndo. Thay minh th chdm va siét co. Thay
khoang dimg mit tich tic khi vién dan bay di. Thay minh nhin mjt dm suong mii méu hong phut ra tir sau dau. Han da hinh dung tht ca nhimg diéu do.
Rit nhlel} Jan. Nhung hén chira bao gior chimg kién nhitng diéu d6. Du chi mot lan. Han chira bao gior thiy dam strong mit miu hong, Va hén rat nudn
duoc thay nd.”

Ca cén phong lang im.

Reacher néi, “Thé nén mt hom no hén ra ngoai mdt minh. O KuwaitCity. Hén sap dt va chd doi. R han nd sting va giét bon nguoi dang di ra khoi
mot toa chung cur.”

Helen Rodin nhin 6ng dam dam

Reacher n6i, “Hén bén tir mdt bai dau xe. Téng hai. Trye dién voi ctra toa chung cur. Cac nan nhén a nhitng ha si quan nguroi My, nhur sau nay nguoi ta
phat hién ra. Ho dang trong ky nghi cudi tuan va méc thurong phuc.”

Rosemary Barr ic dau.

“Khong thé nhur thé durge. Khong the 1 sy that. Anh dy khong thé lam chuyén do. Ma néu c6, anh dy da di ti roi. Nhung thay vi vy, anh dy lai dugc
xuat ngli hang danh dy. Ngay sau khi chién tranh Ving Vinh két thic. Véi mot huy chwrong chién dich. Cho nén khong thé ¢ chuyén do. Chac chan do
khong theé 1a sy that.”

Reacher ndi, “D6 chinh i Iy do khién t6i co mit & ddy. Tinh hinh i d6 rit kho khin. Hay nhé lai thir tur cac sur kién. Ching t6i c6 bon mang ngudi da
chét, va chiing toi bat dau tir do. Sau ciing t6i da theo du vét an dén anh ctia ¢6. Nhung d6 | mot chudi céc du vét rat phire tap. Ching t6i da theo
d hudng sai Am. VA trén mot trong nhitng hudng d6, ching ti phat hién ra mdt s6 diéu vé bn nan nhan. Nhimg diéu ching t6i thire sy khong muén
biét. Boi vi ho da lam nhimg viéc m & ra ho khong nén hm.”



Helen Rodin hoi, “Nhitng viéc gi vay?”’

“KuwaitCity B mdt chdn ky di Déy nhitng ngudi A Rap giau c6. Tham chi nhitng ngudi ngho cling deo ddng hd Rolex va di xe Rolls-Royce, va o
nhing phong tim bang da cam thach v6i voi nu6e bang vang khéi. Nhiéu nguoi da tam thoi bo trdn, trong mot thoi gian ngfin. Nhung ho da dé lai tit ca
tai san cua minh. Va mot ) ngu’mde lai c& gia dinh. pé lai vo va con géi cua hg.”

“Sao nira?”

“Bbn anh chang ha si quan ciia ching ta dé choi cai tro ctia quan chinh phuc, y nhur ¢am Iraq ngay trudc ho. Chéc it ra ho ciing coi viéc minh lim 1 nhur
thé. Chiing t6i thi coi d6 1 him hiép va cudp 6 vii trang, Nhur sau nay thiy, ho da dé lai dau vét rit 16 rét vio hom dé, bén trong toa nha. Va nhitng toa
nha khéc, trong nhitng ngay khac nita. Chiing toi tim thiy trong tii ca nhan ctia ho hrong d6 an cudp di dé mé mot chi nhénh Tiffany [12]. Dong hd, kim
cuong, tit ca nhimg thir ¢ thé mang di duogc. Va do 16t nita. Ching t6i doan ho ding db 16t dé tinh nhitng ba vo va cc ¢b con gai.”

[12]: Tiffany: mdt héing chuyén ché tac do it trang rit sang trong va ndi tiéng.
“Vay thi diéu gi da xay ra?”

“Chuyén hién nhién tr& thanh mot van @& chinh tri. N6 dwa n ca loat cép chi huy. Chién dich Vung Vinh can duoc xem | mdt thanh cong sang choi cia
chiing ta. N6 can phai mdt trim phin trdm tuyét voi va mdt trdm phan trdm sach bong. Va ngudi Kuwait 3 ddng minh ctia ching ta, va van van... ROt
cude thi ching ti duoc énh che gidu cho bén tay nay. Ching ti dwoc énh im cau chuyén di. Va ching toi da lim vay. Rui thay, thé ciing c6 nghia a dé
cho James Barr dugc séng chudng, Bai vi nhitng 1 to nho da lot ra ngoai va ching t6i biét lut sur cla hén s& str dung ching, V& ban chit Ia ching toi
s ha miéng méc quai. Néu ching t6i dira Barr ra tda, ludt sur clia héin s& chong lai bang cach cho rang day Ia giét ngudi vi ly do chinh dang. Hién s& noi
rang Barr lam diéu d6 vi danh dur ciia quan doi, mdt céch thd thién nhung c6 tac dung. Va néu vdy, tit ca s& vy 1o hét. Ching t6i duoc énh khéng mao
hiém. Thé nén chiing t6i bj tréi tay. Ding i ket vao thé bi.”

Rosemary Barr ndi, “Biét d4u ding i giét ngudi vi Iy do chinh dang, Biét d4u James d biét hét tir dau.”

“Thua o, hén khong biét. Toi rat tiéc, nhung hén khong biét. Trude ddy hén chra bao g0’ gAn giii givei rmy tén d6. Chua hé biét ching 12 ai. Khong ké
104 ndo vé ching khi t6i tém duoc. Hin & Kuwait City chura lu. Chura dit dé biét bat cir didu gi. Han chi giét ngudi. Cho wui. Hén thi nhan nhu thé, riéng
Vi t6i, trurde khi nhitng diéu con lai c6 chit gi hé 16 ra dnh sang..

Ca can phong ling im.

Reacher ndi, “Roi ching t6i im n6 di va cho hén giai ngil Ching t6i n6i bén g3 d6 da bi quan Palestine giét, d6 I didu dé thély & Kuwait City vao nam
1991. Téi hoi bat binh v& moi chuyén. D6  khong phai la tinh huong t01 t& nhat m t6i ting gip phai, nhung cting khong phai tot dep gi. James Barr thoat
duoc toi giét ngudi hoan toan nhd ' may mén. Thé nén t6i dén gip han trurde khi hin di, va n6i voi hin hiy chude lai sy may mén vo cling ctia minh, bang
cach dimg bao gid kip lai 16i Am [an nira, dimg bao gio cho dén sudt phan doi con lai ctia hén. Toi n6i véi hin néu mdt ngdy ndo hén budc chéch khoi
con dudng t6i s& timra hin, va m cho hdn phai hdi han.”

Ca can phong kng im dén vai phut.

Reacher néi, “Vi thé t6i c6 mat & day.”

Helen Rodin néi, “Pay han phai i thong tin ti mat. Y t6i mudn ndi 1 chéic chéin n6 ching bao gidy ¢6 thé duge sir dung, S& co mdt xi cang dan kinh
Reacher git dau, “Thong tin tuyét mat. N6 duoc phong kin trong Lau ndm goc. D6 1 1y do vi sao t6i hoi cude n6i chuyén ndy cé duge bao mét khong”
“Ong s& gap rc rdi lon néu ndi vé chuyén nay.”

“Trude day t0i da gip réc rdi Ion roi. Toi dén ddy dé xem minh c6 cin dinh vao réc r6i 16n thém ki nita hay khong. Vi tinh hinh nay t0i nghi chéic
khong can. Toinghi cha ctia c6 c6 thé xir James Barr ma khong can sy ho trg clia t61i. Nhung t6i uén ludn san sang ho trg khi ng ay can.”

Gio thi Helen da hiéu.

C6 n6i, “Ong dén day dé gy ap luc vai 161, ¢6 phai vay khong? Ong dang n6i vi t6i ring néu t6i ¢b giing qua nhidu, ong s& don guc t61.”

Reacher d4p, “Toi dén dy dé giir 1o hira ciia minh. Véi James Barr.”

Ong dong cira va dé ho lai & d6, ba ngudi im king va day tht vong trong can phong. R6i 6ng di xubng s& bang thang may. Ann Yanni lai bude vao thang

may 6 tang hai. Trong thoang chdc, ong tur hoi liu ¢6 néi: phéi c6 ta di thang may sudt ca ngay, hy vong c6 ngudi nhan ra. Hy vong ¢6 ngudi xin chit ky.
Ong lo ¢6 di. Budc ra thang méy ciing véi ¢o & khéch sanh rdi di thing dén cira.

Ong dimg mot lat & quang truong, Suy nghii. Tinh trang y t& ctia James Barr 1 yéu t6 khé lwong nhét. Ong khong muén la ca quanh day doi t6i khi hin
tinh lai. Néu diéu d6 ¢6 xay ra thi ciing mét nhiéu tudn. Va Reacher khong phai i ké thich la ca. Ong thich uén uon di chuyén. Hai ngy ¢ mt noi  gioi
han ctia ong roi. Nhung 6ng khong c6 miy chon hra. Ong khong thé dé Alex Rodin c¢6 duoc chi din ndo. Khong thé cho ong y mot sb dién thoai dé
goi khi can. Mot B, ong khong cé dién thoai. Mot 1§ khac, mdt ké uon thi thé va cén trong nhu Alex Rodin s& suy nghi vé chi dAn d6 cho dén khi mdt
diéu gl d6 bét dau duoc im sang to. Ong ta s& d& dang lién hé t6i Lau nam goc. Tham chi Reacher da hoi ¢6 phai ¢ ta Ky dwoc tén toi tir Lau nim gc



khong? Mot 16i qua u bét can. Thé I, rdt cude Alex Rodin s& ctr thé ma suy ra. Ong 4y s& nghi, O day con c6 mdt diéu gi nira, va minh 6 thé tim hiéu
xemno 1 céi gi tir Lau niim goc. Di nhién, Lau nim goc 6 thé ngin chiin 6ng y. Nhung Rodin d4u mudn bi ngiin lai. Ong Ay ¢6 thé tim dén cac phuong
tién truyén thong dai ching, Han 14 tim dén Ann Yanni. C6 ta s& rat sdn long Ién toan mang truyén thong lan nita. Va cudi cing, Rodin qué lo fing s& that
bai nén s& budc phai tim biét chuyén ndy. Ong ta s& khong bo cudc.

Va Reacher khong mudn cau chuyén duoc phd bién ra ngoai. Trir phi that sw can thiét. Cyu chién binh Vimg Vinh da c6 du é ché rdi, voi du thir hoa
chit va nhidm doc uranium. Tt ca nhing gi ho c6 duoc vé phin minh 1 thanh danh v& cude chién chinh nghia khong mdt vét nho. Ho khong cn bi phi
bang thém boi c6 dinh Ifu téi nhitng ngwoi nhu Barr va cac nan nhan ctia hin. Nguoi ta s& ndi ring, xoi, tt ca dam do déu thé hét. Nhung khong phai tat
ca ho déu nhu thé, theo nhitng gi Reacher d chimg kién. D6 da 1 mdt doi quéan tt. Vi thé 6ng khong mudn cau chuyén lot ra ngoai trir phi that can
thiét, va 6ng mudn tw minh xac dinh ¢6 can thiét hay khong,

Thé nén, khong chi dan ndo danh cho Alex Rodin. Khong dé ngo khéa ning cho mbt cli goi.

Vay nén... tom lai 1a nén sao?

Ong quyé} dinh & lai quanh d4y trong hai muroi bon gio. €6 I& s& co mot chér} dodn 0 rang hon V& tinh trang ctia Barr sau d6. C6 1§ bang cach nao do
6ng c6 the hoi lai Emerson va namrd hon cac chimg cir. Roi c6 & 6ng c6 thé yén tam dé lai moi viéc cho van phong ctia Alex Rodin, va qua trinh t6 tung

s& ctr thé tu chay. Néu sau nay co van dé g, 00 I& 6ng s& doc ching trén mit to bao ¢ diu xa trong trong lai, trén mot bai bién hay trong mdt quén bar,
va khi d6 ong c6 thé di subt con dudng dé quay tro lai.

Viy I, hai muroi bon gioy tai mdt thanh phd nhd miét trong,
Ong quyét dinh di tim xem c6 con song nao khong,

C6 mt con song. DO la mot dong nurde rong Iom, lir dir chay tir hudng Tay sang hudng Bong xuyén qua khu vire phia Nam khu thurong mai. Mot phu
lrundo d6 cua con song Ohio hing Vi, 6ng dodn vy. Bo phia Bic ciia 16 duge ke thang va ciing ¢b bang nhitng tang d4 khdng 16 trén mdt quing dai ba
trém thudc. Mbi tang phai ning dén nam muroi tn. Ching duoc deo tac rat hoan chinh va vira vin nim bén nhau. Ching tao ra mjt bo cang. Mot cai
caq tau. Chiing ¢ nhitng chleg vit & dai lgat Vt}o do, dé bude nhimg soi thung, Nhitng phlen d4 14t 16n Am céi ciu ta}u sau dén ba muroi bd. Doc theo
chi€u dai cia n6 c6 nhitng chice xa lan khong 10 neo lai va do hang ¢ day. Chéc da c6 dong ddo ngudi lam viée. Chac da c6 ngya va xe kéo 1oc coe
trén con duong da soi. Nhurng gio thi khong 6 gi ca. Chi co sy yén ang tich mich, va dong nirde chay 1o do. Nhitng méanh gi trén cac vit sat, nhitng tim
cd dai giira cac khe da.

M6t sb nha kho van con ci tén md mo trén do. Vai voc McGinty. Cong ty ngii cbe Allentown. Hang cung cap Parker. Reacher tha b sudt quing
duong ba trdm thirde xem xét ching. Ching van dimg vimg chai. Ong nghi, d4 dén lic can stra chira lai roi. Mot thanh pho 1am mot c4i hd canh ¢ voi
phun trong quang trudng cong cong thi chic hin s& stra sang bén tau. D6 1 diéu khong thé tranh. Cong trudng moc 1én khip noi trong thanh phd. N6 s&
tién vé phia Nam Nguoi ta s€ micn thué cho ai c6 ¥ dinh md quan ca phé ven song. C6 thé 1 mt bar rugu. C6 thé ¢6 nhac song, tir thir Nam dén thir
Bay. C6 thé c6 mot nha bao tang nho trinh bay lich str thurong mai duong song.

Ong quay lung dinh di nguoc lai thi d6i mit v6i Helen Rodin.

C5 ndi, “Ong khong phai B ngudi kho tim qua dau.”

“Ong dap, “R4 rang I nhu vay.”

“Du khach luon ludn dén cac bén tau.”

C6 dang xach mot chiéc cap loai cta ludt su.

C6 n6i, “T6i moi 6ng an trra nhé?”

C6 dua 6ng tro lai hudng Bic, dén ria ctia khu thurong hru méi. Trong vong riéng mjt khéi phd moi dao x6i Ién, thanh phd cii ki gid nua da bién thanh
mGi me va tuoi tin. Nhimg cira hang nho ciia gia dmhbaydaytulrac méy hit bui va dng nurée mdy giat tr¢ thanh nhirng ngdi nhi moi trung bay nhirng
b0 a0 damgla hang trim d la. Va gidy, va ca phé latte gia bon do la mot Iy, va nhitng thir im bang titan. Ho di qua mdt vai cira hang nhur thé i Helen
Rodin dan ong vao mdt quan an. N6 14 loai quan ma true ddy ong da thiy. Loai quan ma 6ng thuong tranh xa. Nhitng buc tudng voi tring, mot s dé
gach trén, ban ghé bang nhom duroc tién bang may, nhitng mon sa 1t tron ky cuc. Nhing nguyén lidu tron bira vao nhau va dugc xem  sang tao.

C6 dwa 6ng dén mdt chiéc ban nim trong goc xa. Mot chii nhoc linh loi mang thire don dén. Helen Rodin goi mon g d6 ¢6 cam, qué 6¢ chd va pho mat
Gorgonzola [13]. Va mot tach tra thdo mdc. Reacher chao thua viéc xem thue don va goi cting mon vdi ¢d, nhung véi ca phé, thuong, khdng sita.

[13]: Gorgonzola: Mot loai pho mét ndi tiéng ctia Y.
Helen néi, “Day I quan t6i thich nhit trong thanh phd.”

Ong gt dau. Ong tin 10i c6. C6 ¢6 vé thoai méi nhur & nha. Méi toc sudn dai, trang phuc den. Sirc finh hoat ctia tudi tré. Ong thi gia hon, va dén tir mjt
thoi gian va noi chon khac.

Cb ndi, “T6i can dng giai thich vai chuyén.”



C6 cui xubng mo céi cap. Lay ra cai méy ghi dm cil Cén than dt n6 1én ban. Nhin niit Play. Reacher nghe nguoi uat sur dau tién ctia James Barr noi:
Choi t9i khong phai Ia mot Ira chon. Roi 6ng nghe Barr néi:Tim Jack Reacher cho t6i.

Ong n6i, “C da cho t6i nghe doan bang do6 rdi.”

Helen n6i, “Nhung tai sao héin ta n6i nhur thé?”

“P6 c6 phai la diéu ma c6 mudn t6i giai thich khong?”

Cb gat dau.

Ong dap, “Toi khong thé giai thich.”

“Diing Iy ra 6ng 1 ngudi hin it mudn tim nhét.”

“Toi dong y.”

“C6 thé hén con gi chua rd vé y dinh ctia 6ng? Mudi bbn ndm trude?”
“Toi khong nghil nhur viy. Toi da ndi rat 16 rang.”

“Vay thi tai sao gio day hén lai mubn 201 6ng?”

Reacher khong tra 1o, Thitc an dwoc mang ra, ho bat dau an. Cam, qua 6c chd, pho mét Gorgonzola, d thir rau co, va mén dau gidm trén qua mam
x01. Khong t¢ lam Va ca phé ciing kha.

Ong n6i, “Cho t6i nghe ca cudn bang di.”

C6 dé chiéc nia xuong va an nit Rewind. Gir yén tay 6 6, mdi ngon trén mdt nit, nhur |a mdt nhac cong duong cam. Nhitng ngon tay cla 6 dai
Khong mang nhan. Mong tay duoc danh bong va cat gon. C6 bamnit Play roi lai cam chice ria Ién. Reacher khong nghe thay gi ca trong mit lic cho t6i
khi doan bang tréing chay hét ddu cudn bang Rdi 6ng nghe thir &m thanh dac trung cta phong giam Tiéng vong, tiéng loang xoang ctia kim khi xa xam.
Tleng mot ngudi thd. ROi ong nghe tiéng clra moO va tiéng mdt ngudi khac ng01 i phich xubng ghé. Khong c6 tiéng va cham cta chin ghé va san xi méng
Ghé ctia nha iy, duoc bt dmhxuongsannha Ngudi lut su bit daunoi. Ong ta da gia va chan ngan. Ong ta khong mudn c6 it & d6. Ong ta biét Barr
€O tol. Ong ta néi nhitng chuyén tam phao mdt lic. Cang lic cang buc boi voi sy im lang cua Barr. R6i 6ng cau kinh néi: Toi khong the gitip anh duge
néuanh khong tur gitip chinh minh. Mot khoang im ling kha dai r6i giong cta Barr cat 1én, kich dong, sat vao micro:Ho bat lim nguoi 1oL, Ha“m lap lai lan
nita. Roi lai dén huot 6 ong luat su, khong tin hén, n6i ring chimg cir day ra d6, mudn tim mdt Iy do phia sau sur viéc khong thé ch01 cdi dugc 4y. Roi Barr
doi gap Reacher, hai Jan, va nguoi lut sur hoi ¢ phai Reacher la mot bac sikhong, hai lin. Sau d6 Barr dimg day bo di. C6 tiéng dap tay lén canh cira
khoa, r6i khong con gi nita.

Helen Rodin 4n nit Stop.

C6 hoi, “Tai sao vay? Tai sao hén lai n6i ring hin khong lm diéu d6 va r6i lai doi tim chinh ngudi biét chéic ring trude day hin da lm?”

Reacher chi nhiin vai va khong tra 1oi. Nhung nhin vao niit Helen, 6ng thiy ring ¢6 da ¢6 cau tra Ioi.

C6 1n6i, “Ong biét mot dicu g d6. C6 thé ong khong biét 1 minh biét. Nhung phéi co mdt didu gi & d6. Mot diéu ma hén nghi rng n6 ¢6 thé gitp hén.”
“Dicu d6 c6 quan trong gi khong? Hin dang trong con hén mé. Han ¢6 thé ching bao gid tinh lai.”

“No rét quan trong, Han c6 thé dugc ciru chira tot hon.”

“Toi khong biét diéu gi ca.”

“Ong c6 chic khong? Hoi d6 ngudi ta ¢ m mdt cude xét nghiém tim Iy ndo khong?”

“Chura bao i can am thé.”

“Hén c6 bi loan 6¢ khong?”

“Khong, du 6¢ hén hoat dong cuc ky chinh xac. Bdn trén bon.”

“Ong c6 nghii 1 hin khing khong?”

“Tir ndy phtrc tap ddy. Bin bon mang cho vui thi c6 khing khong? Tat nhién i khing rdi. V& phuong dién phép 1y, hén c6 khing khong? Toi tin 1 hén
khong khtng,”

Helen néi, “Chéc chén 6ng c6 biét diéu gi 6, Reacher . Chuyén nay ¢6 I& rat siu xa. Ong phai moi né lén.”



Ong im lang gidy lat.

Ong hoi, “C6 ¢6 xem chimg cir tan mét khong?”
“T6i ¢ xem ban tom tit.”

“N6 nghiém trong dén mirc nao?”

“Cuc ky nghiém trong, Han pham t0i, khong chiit nghi ng g ca. Vundy chi ¢6 nuée xin gidm dn ma thoi. Va tinh trang dau 6c ctia hin. Toi khong thé dé
ho xir tir hinh mdt ngurdi bi tim than,”

“Vay thi chd cho 61 khi hén tinh lai. ROi im vai c4i xét nghiém”

“Chuing s& khong co gia tri gi ca. Hg’in ¢6 thé tinh lai, ngo ngin nhur mdt cuc bot va cong t6 vién s& cho ring d6 1 do nhing ct ¢dm vao dau trong vu
danh nhau. Ngudi ta s€ cho rang han hoan toan tinh tao vao Iuc tdi ac xay ra.”

“Cha c6 c6 phai ld mdt ngudi cong bang khong?”

“Ong 4y song dé chién thing,”

“Cha ndo con ndy, chic vay?”

C6 ngung mjt chit.

C n6i, “Phin no nhur thé.”

Reacher an hét phin sa lat. Dimg chiéc rila siin qua 6c ché cudi cing, 16i bo cude, dimg tay be 16 kén.
Helen hoi, “Ong nglii gi vay?”

Ong d4p, “Chi mdt chi tiét nho thoi. Murdi bén niim trude, né | mdt vu gay go véi nhitng két qua didu tra kha so sai. Va hén thi toi. Lan ndy chimg ctr
¢d vé nhu hoan toan chic an. Nhung han lai chéi t61.”

“Pidu d6 co y nghiia g?”
“Toi khong biét.”

Helen néi, “Vay thi hity nghii vé nhitng gi ma 6ng biét. Xin 6ng dy. Ong phai biét mdt didu gi d6. Ong phéi tyr hoi, tai sao hin lai nhéic dén tén minh? Phai
¢6 mot Iy do nao do6 cha.”

Reacher khong n6i gi. Cau nhoc da phuc vu ho quay tr lai mang méy cai dia di. Reacher chi vao tach ca phé va ciu ta quay lai lan nita dé rot day no.
Reacher t1n6 trong hai ban tay va ngiri lan hoi boc 1én.

Helen hoi, “T6i c6 thé hoi dng mdt cau hoi riéng tr mot chit khong?”

Reacher dap, “Tuy xem riéng tur t6i mirc nio.”

“Tai sao 6ng khong dé lai tong tich gi vay? Thong thudng thi nhimg tay chuyén nghiép nhu Franklin ¢6 thé tim ra bat ctr ai.”
“C6 thé ong ta khong gioi nhur c6 nghi.”

“Chéc chéin ong ta gioi hon I t6i nghil”

“Khong phai ai ciing dé lai d4u vét.”

“T6i ddng y. Nhung trong ong khong ndm trong dién d6.”

Reacher dap, “Toi da niim trong guong may. Nguyén ca cude doi toi. RO bd may bi sic va khac i ra. Thé nén t6i nghi, OK,, néu minh da roi ra ngoai,
thi cho ra ngoai hin. Bén ngoai tuyét d6i. Toi hoi cau gian va d6 han 1a mdt phan g thiéu chin chan. Nhung t6i quen voi n6 roi.”

“Nhu [a mdt tro choi?”
Reacher déap, “Nhur b mdt thoi nghién. Toi nghién dimg ngoai 18,

Céu bdi mang héa don lai. Helen Rodin tra tjén R(“)i ¢b ct chiéc may ghi 4m vao ciip va ciing budc ra véi Reacher. Ho di vé huéng Bic, ngang qua
cong truong & cudi duong s6 Mot. Co di thang vé van phong va ong di tim mdt khach san.

Ngudi dan 6ng tén l Grigor Linsky quan sat ho. Ga dang chui thap trong mot chiéc xe dau bén via hé. Ga biét phai chd & dau. Ga biét ¢6 an ¢ dau, khi
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Reacher thué phong ¢ mdt khach san trong khu throng mai tén la Metropole Palace, ndm cach duong s6 Mot hai khbi pho vé phia Dong, gan nhur cao
ngang khu phd mua sdm chinh. Ong tra bang tién mit cho mot dém dudi tén Jimmy Reese. Ong da diém tén hét cac doi tdng théng va phd tong thong tur
Jau, va gior thi dén tén ctia cac cAu tha gitt chdt hai trong nhitng néim khong doat chirc vo dich ctia doi Yankees. Jimmy Reese d choi kha tot subt mia
bong nam 1930 va rat & sudt mia bong nam 193 1. Ong xuét hién tir chdn v6 danh va tiép tuc choi cho St.Lous trong miia bong nam 1932. Réi 6ng
nghi choi. Ong qua doi & California nim chin muroi ba tudi. Nhung gioy ddy ong da trd lai, trong mdt phong don ¢ nha tim trong Metropole Palace, chi
mot dém thdi, va phai trd phong trudc murdi mot gio' sang hdm sau.

Khéch san Metropole Palace la mbt noi budn ba, cii k§, phan nira s6 phong khong c6 khéch. Nhung n6 da timg c6 mot thoi oanh Lét. Reacher ¢6 thé
nhén thay diéu do. Ong c6 thé hinh dung ra nhitng thuong gia budn ngb mot tramnam trude di kén ddi tir cau tau dudi bén song va ngy lai & ddy. Ong
doan rang khach sanh timg c6 thoi mang dang vé mdt quan ruou mién Ty, nhung gio ddy n6 da duoc lam lai qua loa voi chit phong cach hién dai. Co
mdt thang mAy duroc tin trang lai. Cac cin phong ding thé quét thay vi chia khoa. Nhung 6ng doan ring ban thin toa nha khong thay doi gi méy. Can
phong ctia dng 161 thoi va am dam théiy 3. TAmném cho cam giac nhur n thude vé trang bi ttr thud khach san méi di vao hoat dong.”

Ong nga ngudi trén ném va vong tay gbi sau dau_ Nghi lai thoi gian hon mudi bbn nam truoe 6 Kuwait City. Tét ca céc thanh pho déu c6 mau séc riéng,
va Kuwait City la mau trdng. Voi vita mau tréing, bé tong son tring, da hoa cuong tring. Bau troi trang l6a vi mit troi thiéu ddt. Pan ong n¥ic 4o thung
mau tring, Bai d4u xe ma James Barr sir dung 1 miu tring, va toa chung cu d6i dién cling miu tring. Vi anh néng chéi nén bon nguoi bi giét déu mang
kinh ram. Ca bdn ngudi déu b ban tring dau, nhung kinh rim ctia ho khong bi v&. Ching chi roi ra. Tt ca bon vién dan déu duoc tim thiy, va chinh
ching d4 gifp pha vu an. Chiing I loai dan 168 grain boc dong dudi thuén ding trong thi ddu. Khong phai loai dau 1om [14], theo hiép wéc Geneva quy
dinh. DAy 14 dan ciia linh bén tia Hoa Ky, hodc bd binh hoac thity quan luc chién. Néu Barr da str dung stng trén, sung tiéu lién hay sung Iuc thi chic
Reacher khong thé mo ra hén. Trir sting ban tia ra, moi loai vii khi trong chién trurong déu ding dan theo tiéu chuan ctia NATO, diéu d6 khién phai giang
tAm hrdi qua sire rong, boi vi hiu nhur toan bd NATO dang hién dién & day. Nhung toan bd muc dich ciia Barr chi i ding cay sting chuyén biét ctia
minh, chi mt lan thoi, nhim vao bia séng. Va do imnhur thé, nhimg vién dan gia murdi ba xu ctia hin da déng dinh hén.

[14]: Pan d4u Iom bi cAm sir dung trong chién tranh, theo Diéu 3 Hiép wéc Hague ndm 1899. Ngudi ta thudng nhim lAn quy dinh niy xudt hién trong
céc hiép udc Geneva.

Nhung d6 qua la mbt vu that gay go. C6 I la vu chién nhét ctia Reacher. Ong da sir dung Iogic, suy ludn, hd so, tiéu xao, truc gidc, va sau cling
phwong phép loai trir. O cudi dudng mon hién ra James Barr, ké sau cing d3 thiy dwoc dam mi srong mau hdng ctia méu phun ra va binh than mbt
cach ky di khi bi bat.

Hén da tha toi.

Hin th t9i mdt cach tw nguyén, nhanh gon, va hoan chinh. Reacher khong phai dung tay dén gi. Barr ndi kha thoai mai vé chuyén di xay ra. Roi hén dat
cau hoi vé tién trinh diéu tra, nhu thé nd hin vo cing thich thi. RS rang 1 hin khong cho rang minh s& bi bit. Khong ddi ndo. Han vira budn byc vira
kham phuc. Tham chi kén con hoi hoi to vé cam thong khi cudi ciing nhitng ban thiu vé chinh trj da tha cho hén thoat. Nhu thé héin rét tiéc cho nhitng nd
luc tuyét hao ctia Reacher da tro nén vo ich.

Mudi bdn ndm sau, hin khong thi toi.

Con c6 mot sy khac biét nira giira lin niy va in trrde. Nhung Reacher chira thé ndm dugce nd. Mot diéu gi d6 lién quan v6i viee & KuwaitCity néng
nhur thé ndo.

Grigor Linsky ding dién thoai di dong goi cho The Zec. The Zec la chi ctia hiin. Khong chi la Zec. Ma iThe Zec. D6 1 vén dé long ton kinh. The Zec
tAm muroi tudi, nhung van san sang bé gy tay ké nao 1o ta ngiri thily miii vO 1&. Lo nhur mdt con trau gia. Lo van giit duoc strc manh va phong théi
cta minh. [ Ao ta song dén tAm muroi tudi boi ¢o strc manh va phong thai d6. Khong cé ching thi chic 1o ta da chét ¢ tudi hai muroi, khi o phat dién va
tén that ctia Ao cudi cing da trurgt ra khoi tri nho.

Linsky n6i, “Con lut sur tr& yé van phong. Reacher 1€ khoi duong s& Mot vé huréng Pong, Em ém lai, khong theo han. Nhung héin bo qua tram xe bugt.
Do @6 ching ta c6 thé cho rang han & lai thanh pho. Emdoan 1a han thué phong & khach san Metropole Palace. Ngoai no ra, huéng do khong con gi
khac ca.”

The Zec khong tra 1oi.

Linsky hoi, “Chiing ta ¢6 im gi khong?”
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“Hén ¢ day bao lau?”

“Diéu d6 con tlry. RS rang 1 hin dang theo dudi mdt sit ménh ciru 1.

The Zec khong néi gi.

Linsky hoi lai lan nita, “Chung ta nén am gi khong?”

Im king. Tiéng nhiu séng dién thoai, va tiéng o gia tho.

The Zec n6i, “C6 I ching ta nén dénh lac hudéng hin. Hay am cho héin nén ong. Tin béo réng héin timg I lish. Nhur thé han chic van duy tri mdt s0 théi
quen dé dur doan. Néu han ¢ Metropole, hin s& khong ¢ trong phong t6i nay. Khong phai cho do. Chang ¢6 gi cho mit tay linh giai tri ca. Han s€ dira
ngoai dau d6. Han 1a mdt minh. Vay c6 thé cé mdt sy co. Huy dong tri tudng tuong ctia may di. Hay bién nd thanh mot man kich tung bung, Pung ding
linh ctia minh. Va nhé lam cho n6 ¢6 vé tu nhién.”

“Choi 6 toi ¢ nao?”

“Gay vai cai xuong, it nhét 1 vay. C6 thé cho hén dinh mdt cti chén thirong & dau. C6 thé cho hén vao nim trong khu hon mé sau véi ban hién James
Barr ctia hin.”

“Con con ludt su thi sao?”
“Dé n6 d6 da. Tam thoi nhur vAy. Chiing ta s& khui cai lon giun d6 sau ndy. Néu can thiét.”
Helen ngdi & ban sudt mdt gio. Co nhén ba ct dién thoai. C thir nhat ctia Franklin. Ong dang kiém cach chudn.

Ong n6i, “Toi rat tiéc, nhung ma ¢6 s& thua cude thoi. Con i thi phai kiém an. Toi khong thé mét thém hang 16 thdi gian ma chiing dugce xu ndo cho vu
ndy nira.”

“Chéing ai thich nhitng vu vo vong ca.” Helen ndi mémmong, C6 s& con can dén ong ta trong turong lai. C6 don 6ng ta dén chén twong s& ching ich gl
Franklin néi, “Nhiing vu an tir thién vo vong thi khong,”

“Néu t6i kiém duoc mdt chd chi tién, ong s€ trd lai lam chir?”

Franklin d4p, “Chéc chén. Cr goi cho t61.”

R&i ho ctp méay, moi phép tic van dugc tudn theo, quan hé van dugc bao ton. Cu dién tiép theo sau dén mudi phit. La cha ¢, giong 6ng day vé lo
ling,

Ong n6i, “Lé ra con khong nén nhan vy ny.”

Helen dap, “Pau c6 vé nhu con ¢6 ca ta hya chon dau.”

“Di khi thua ciing 14 thing, con hiéu y ctia bd chir?”

“Di khi thing ciing 1 thing nita.”

“Khong, théng s& I thua. Con can phai hiéu diéu d6.”

C6 hoi, “Cé bao i bd chuin bi vy 4n véi tinh thin nhan thua chura?”
Cha c6 khong tra 1. Rdi 6ng quay sang do hoi.

“Jack Reacher c6 tim con chura?” Ong hoi, ¢6 nghiia 1i: BS ¢6 can lo Fing khong?
C6 tra 14, gitr giong binh than, “Ong iy c6 tim con.”

“Ong 4y ¢6 thi vi khong?” Nghia 1a: BS ¢6 can lo sbt vo 1én khong?
“Qua that vé ong Ay ¢6 vai diéu dang suy nghi”

“Cha, ching ta nén ban v& n6 chit nhi?”” Nghia 1:N6i cho bb di, xin con.
“Chéc s& ban som thoi. Khi dén lic thich hop.”

“Ho néi chuyén linh tinh thém mdt phut va hen gip nhau an t6”. Ong ¢b ging lan cubi, Xin con, ndi di. C6 khong néi. R6i ho ciip may. Helen mim cuoi.



C0 da khong noi doi. Tham chi ciing khong ding dén don gi6. Nhung ¢ cam thiy minh da vao cude. Ludt phép B mdt tro choi, va nhu moi trd choi
khac, n6 bao hamca yeu to tim ly.

Ct dién thir ba 1a ctia Rosemary Barr tir bénh vién.

C6 1n6i, “James sip tinh lai. Anh 4y ho vao dng thé. Anh 4y dang ra khoi con hon mé.”

“Anh ta da noi duoc chua?”

“Bac sibao ngay mai anh dy s& n6i duoc.”

“Liéu anh ta c6 nh¢ duogc diéu gi khong?”

“Bac sindi c6 thé im”

Mot gio sau Reacher roi Metropole. Ong van & huéng Dong ctia duong s6 Mot va di vé huong Bac vé phia nhiing ctra hang binh dan ma 6ng da thay
gAn toa an. Ong can mua 4o quan. Thir gi d6 thudc dia phuong. Khong nhat thiét phai la quan bo yém, nhung chéic chéin phai a mot thir gi d6 quen it
hon 14 bd d6 Miami ma 6ng dang miic. Boi ong nghi minh ¢6 thé di Seattle sau do. DE udng ca phé choi. Va ong khong khong thé di dao quanh Seattle
trong mot chiec 40 mau vang sang dugc.

Ong tim thiy mdt cira tiém va mua mt chiéc quén ma cdi nhan goi ki mau néu xam nhung 6ng thi cho 1 mau néu pha sic xanh 6lu. Ong tim duogc mot
chiéc 4o so mi vai flannel gan nhu tring mau. Va d6 16t. Va 6ng lai choi sang thémmot doi tht. Ong thay do trong phong thay d6 va ném nhing db cii
vao thing réc cta clra tiém Bdn chyc d6, cho m& db ma 6ng hy vong ring méc dugc trong bon ngiy. Tiéu hoang qua, nhung khong phai mang theo i
xéach thi mudi d6 mdi ngdy ciing dang.

Ong 1oi ti¢m va di vé& hudng Tay, vé phia nit troi budi chidu. So véi thoi tiét thi chiée o hoi day qua, nhung 6ng c6 thé diéu hoa bang cach xan tay a0
Ién va md thém ctic nita. The 1a 6n. S€ thich hop vdi tiét troi Seattle.

Ong budc ra quang trudng va thiy dai phun murde da khoi dong lai. HS nuée dang ddy len, rat chim Bun dudi ddy day khoang ba phn va khudy thanh

nhing vong tron. Vai nguoi dang dimg xem Nhimg nguoi khac dang di dao. Nhung khong ai di tht ngang qua nhig vong hoa tuéng niém, noi nhitng
nan nhén ctia Barr da chét. C6 & ching bao g0 ¢6 ai di qua do nira. Thay vi vy, moi nguoi theo 161 di vong rat xa, ngang qua bang hiéu NBC. Do ban

nang, do ton kinh, do so hai; Reacher khong biét nira.

Ong len loi gitta nhiing bo hoa va ngdi Ién buc tuong thép, tleng dai phun nurée dang sau 6ng va bai dau xe true mit 6ng. Mot bén vai duge anh néng
swoi Am va bén kia chim trong bong ram mat ruoi. Ong ¢6 thé cam thiy s6 cat con lai dudi chan. Ong ngd vé bén trai minh, nhin ngim canh cira toa nha
So Pang kiém Ngb vé bén phai, theo ddi nhirng chiéc xe chay trén xa 16. Ching chay theo duong lwon, tit trén cao, timg chiéc mot, theo hang mdt, trén
lan duong hep. Khong ¢6 nhiéu xe Bm. Luru lwong xe ¢§ khong nhiéy, dir dudi dudng sb Mot da bat dau tn tic lai trong gio cao diém ban chiéu. Roi
ong lai ngd vé bén trai, nhin ra Helen Rodin dang ngdi xudng canh minh. C thé khong ra hoi.

Cb ndi, “T6i da nham Ong qua i mot nguoi kho tim”

Ong d4p, “Nhung dii sao thi ¢6 ciing thanh cong rdi diy.”

“Chi vi t6i thiy ong qua cira sd. Toi chay mdt mach xudng, hy vong i 6ng chira bo di. Ay I nira gior sau khi t6i goi cho cac khéch san khéip thanh phd
va ho déu noi 6ng khong thué phong ctia ho.”

“Céc khach san cang khong biét s& cang khong thiét hai gi”

“James Barr sap tinh ddy roi. C6 thé ngay mai anh ta s& tro chuyén dugc.”
“Ma ciing c6 thé khong”

“Ong biét nhidu vé& chén thurong & dau khong?”

“Chi biét nhimg céi do t6i gy ra thoi.”

“T6i mudn nho dng lam mdt viée.”

Ong hoi, “Viéc g?”

Cb dap, “Ong c6 thé gitip t6i mdt viéc quan trong”

“That u?”

“Va 6ng c6 thé gitp chinh minh.”

Ong khong ndi gi



Cb ndi, “T6i mubn dng 1am chuyén vién phan tich chimg ctr cho ti.”

C6 da c6 Franklin im viée d6 roi.”

C6 Fic dau, “Franklin qué than véi cac ong ban cil trong s& canh sat. Ong ta s& khong xem xét du k. Ong ta s& khong muén tn cong vao ho.”
“Con t6i thi s& mudn ching? Toi mudn ha Barr, ¢6 nhd khong?”

“Chinh vay. Chinh vi thé 6ng s& lam diéu d6. Ong mudn biét chéc ring ho c6 mdt vu 4n hoan toan chit chd. Rdi sau d6 ong c6 thé an long ma di.”
“Néu phat hién ra 16 hng ching 18 t6i lai n6i véi c6?”

“Toi s& thiy né trong nit 6ng. Va i s& biét dua trén nhitng gi 6ng lim ké tiép. Néu ong di, thi ddy 1 mot vu chiic an. Néu 6ng & lai, hin n van con so
ho.”

“Franklin b cudc rdi, phai khong?”

C6 im ang rdi gat dAu. “Vy nay | mdt vy thua chéc. Toi dang m khong cong, Boi vi s& khong cé ai nhan lim. Nhung Franklin con phai song nita.”
“Thé nén 6ng ay khong 1am chiia, nhung t6i thi s& am?”

‘Ong can phai ]amdleu ndy. Toi nghi 6ng da dy tinh lAm vy nita a khac. D6 1a Iy do visao 6ng dén gap cha t6i trude. Ong dy rat tu tin. Ong tlny duoc
diéu do. Nhung ong van mu6n xem qua hd so. Ong I mit diéu tra vién cin trong Chinh 6ng d& néi nhu vay. Ong la mdt nguoi cau toan. Ong mubn roi
khoi thanh phd khi biét chic moi viée da dau vao do, theo tiéu chi ciia riéng ong.”
Reacher khong ndi gi.

C6 n6i, “PAy k co hi dé ong c6 thé tim hiéu k§ cang. Piéu niy  bat budc theo hién phap. Ho budc phéi cho ching ta xem moi thir. Bén bién ho c6
quyen kham pha tron ven.”

Reacher khong néi gi.

C6 16i tiép, “Ong khong c6 chon lra ndo khac. Néu khong, ho s& khong cho dng biét gi ca. Ho khong bay thong tin cho nguoi la ngoai ph biét dau.”
Tim hiéu k¥ cang, An long ma di. Khong c6 Iwa chon.

Reacher noi, “OK.”

Cb chi tay, “Di bdn khbi phd vé huéng Tay va mot khbi vé hudng Nam. S6 canh sét & ngay d6. Toi s& lén lau goi dién cho Emerson.”

“Ngay bay gio u?”’

“James Barr dang hoi tinh. Toi can don hét cai déng nay di thit sém. Viéc chinh ctia t6i ngay mai ki ¢b tim mot chuyén gia tam Iy sin long lim khong
cong. Mot thoa thuan ve y t€ van Ia tinh toan c6 nhiéu kha ning nhat cta chung ta.”

Reacher di qua bon khéi phd vé huéng Tay va mit khdi vé hudng Nam. Nhur vay 1 di dudi xa 16 treo va dén mot goc phb. S canh sat co nguyén ca
khoi pho. Toa nha ctia ho chiém phan 16n khoi pho, con lai 1a mot bai dau xe hinh chit L danh cho xe ctia hg. Cé nhi€u xe canh sat dau chéo goc, va
nhitng xe thanh tra chim, mdt chiéc xe ctia ddi kham nghiém hién trrong, va mdt chiée xe tai ciia doi SWAT. Toa nha duoc xay bang gach men bong
miu nau vang, N6 c6 méi bang véi nhitng dng dan ctia may diéu hoa khong khi & khip noi. Trén nhitng cira s6 déu ¢ chan song, DAy kém gai giing
khap noi bén ngoai.

Ong budc vao trong, di theo chi dan va thay Emerson dang ché sau ban. Reacher nhén ra 6ng ta tir ban tin ti vi sang thir Bay. Hét nhur vay, mau da t4i,
lang &, thao viée, khong to con, cling khong nho. Nhin bén ngoai trong ong nhur thé da 1a canh sat tir khi moi ra doi. C6 1€ ngay tir khi mdi thy thai. NO
hién dién trong nhing 16 chan 16ng ctia dng. Trong ADN clia ong Ong mic quin vai xAm va 40 so' mi ngan tay mau tréing. HO ¢b. Khong ca vat. Mot cai
4o khoac bang vai tuyt vit & ng ghé. Guong mit va than thé 6ng trong hoi di hinh, nhur thé 6ng da bi bién dang di boi nhitng ap Iuc lién tuc.

Ong ta n6i, “Chao mimg anh dén Indiana.”

Reacher khong néi gi.

Emerson n6i, “Tdi ndi nghiém tic ddy. Ching toi rt phan chén khi ban cii ciia bi cdo xuét hién nhdm xé tan cong viée ctia chiing toi ra timg manh.”
Reacher dép, “Toi dén day lam viéc cho luat su ctia héin. Khong phai nhur mot ngudi ban.”

Emerson git dau.

Ong ta n6i, “Toi s€ dich than cho anh biét nhitng thong tin can thiét. RSi nhan vién hién trudng cia t6i s& chi anh xem timg chi tiét cu thé. Anh hoan toan
c6 thé xem va hdi bat ctr dicu gi anh nuodn.”



Reacher mim cuoi. Chinh Ong d timg am cong viée canh st trong muoi ba nim ding dang, ¢ mot khu vire gay o, va 6ng ndmrd tat ca ngbn ngl cling
nhu phuong ngir ctia nd. Ong hiéu cai giong va nhirng séc thai. Va cach Emerson ndi tiét 16 cho 6ng biét nhidu didu. N6 cho 6ng biét rang bat ké thai do
chdng di ban dau, thi day 1 ké hai long thdm kin khi giip mot nguoi phé phan. Vi ong ta biét ring minh c6 mot vu 4n chéic an nhu bép.

Emerson hoi, “Anh biét James Barr rét 13, theo nhur t0i hiu?”

Reacher hdi lai, “Con 6ng thi sa0?”

Emerson lic dau. “Chua bao gio gap hin. Khong c6 dau hiéu béo trude nio ca.”

“Sting ctia héin ¢6 hop phép khong?”

Emerson gt dau, “Né c6 dang ky va khong sira chita gi ca. Nhitng khau sung khac ctia hin ciing viy.”

“Hén c6 di san khong?”

Emerson lai Fic d4u. “Hén khong phai 1 thanh vién ctia Hiép hoi stng truong quoc gia, va hdn khong thude vao mdt cau lac bo choi sting ndo ca. Ching
61 chura bao gior thiy hén trong khu vuc san. Han chura bao i ¢ ric 16i gi. Hin chi i mdt cong dan hang ba. Hang zero thi ding hon. Hoan toan
khong ¢6 diu hiéu canh bao ndo ca.”

“Anh c6 bao gid gip vu viée nhur thé nay chua?”

“Qué nhicu 1an r6i. Néu anh tinh luén Washington, thi Indiana dtmg thir muoi sau trén nim muroi mdt tiéu bang tinh theo ty & chét vi trong an theo dau
nguol T¢ hon New York, te hon ca California. Thanh ph6 nay khong phai i ¢ nhat tiéu bang, nhung cling khong phai [ tot nhat. Thé nén ching t6i da
gip qua du thir, cé lic cd dau hiéu bao trurde, ¢d e thi khong, nhung du ki€u nao thi chiing t6i cling biet viéc minh dang lam”

Reacher n6i, “T6i da n6i chuyén véi Alex Rodin. Ong dy rét 4n trong ”

“Di nhién phai thé. Chiing t6i im viéc qué t6t. Ga ban vang ctia anh bi tom c6 chi sau i sau phat dan dau tién. Pay | mot vu kiéu mau, tir khi bt dau
cho dén khi két thic.”

“Khong nghi ngd g ca 42" Nhung didu d6 chura phai 1 vin @& chinh yéu.

“Nhur thé nay nhé. Toi viét béo céo v& n6 vao séng thir Bay va tir d6 dén gios t6i khong nghi g thém. N6 da ket thiic. Mot vu két thic gon dep nhét ma
61 tirng thiy, va t6i thay nhiéu Fim roi.”

“Vay t6i co xem x¢t lai thi c6 y nghia gi dau?”

“Han | c6 chir. T6i c6 mdt tay nhan vién hién trurdng t6i 4c khao khat duge phé truong, Hin 1 nguoi gioi, va hin xtmg dang duge mia may ti chit
ngoai anh sang chur.”

Emerson dua Reacher dén phong phén tich chimg cir va gidi thidu ong I tham tir ciia uat s, chir khong phai ban ctia James Barr. C6 loi cho bau khong
khi lam viéc hon chit it. RSi dng ta dé Reacher & lai do. Taynhan vién hién trurong t0i 4c 1 mdt ngudi bon muroi tudi, nghiém nghi, tén 1 Bellantonio. Tén
clia ng ta van vé hon con nguoi. Ong ta cao, da sam, gy, va hoi khom. Trong 6ng m nhan vién dich vu tang I8 ciing hop. Va 6ng ta cho ring James
Barr s& nhan toi. Ong ta nghi minh s& ching ¢6 co hdi trinh dién trude toa. Didu dé qua hién nhién. Ong ta da bay ra chudi chimg cir theo mdt trinh tur
hop Iy trén nhitng c4i ban dai trong nha xe durge niém phong ctia s& canh sat, dé biéu dién trude miét khach tham quan nhitng gi 6ng khéng co dip cho
quan toa chimg kién.

Nhiing ci ban nmiu tring c6 chan lién theo kiéu ban cang tin, sép kin quanh chu vi clia gian nha. Bén trén chiing l nhitng thanh van gidy bdi ndi thanh
mdt dudng ngang ¢ ghim hang trim t& gidy in. Nhing manh gidy duoc ép plastic va chiing mi€u ta nhiing mon do dat ngay bén duoi Chiéc xe Dodge
Caravan xanh be ctia James Barr ndm ket ngay gilta nhitng chiéc ban. Gian nha sach s& va dugc thip bang nhitng ngon dén dng huynh quang sang choi,
gitta khung canh do; chiéc minivan tréng do s va xa la. N cii va ban, ndng mii xing, du nhét va cao su. Canh cira truot sau xe dé mo va Bellantonio
da Bip mot ngon dén chiéu lén tham xe.

Reacher n6i, “Tét ca trong kha Bm.”

Bellantonio n6i, “Déy [ hién trudng toi c tot nhit ma t6i timg gip.”

“Vay thuyét minh cho t6i di.”

Bellantonio bt dau véi c4i tru chéin dudng. N6 duoc dat trén mot vuong gidy déu, trong to Ion, ky di va kha lac 16ng. Reacher nhin thiy bot Ay dau tay
trén n6, va doc manh ghi chi bén trén. Barr d3 cAmnd, diéu d6 I hin nhién. Hin d4 ndm Ky n bang tay phai, gin cai chép nho. Khong chi mot lan. C6
dAu ngon tay va diu 1ong ban tay. Tring khop mdt cach tire cuoi. SO hrong nhitng diém khép nhau thira gép nhiéu lan so voi mirc can thiét cho bét cir

mot phién tda ndo.

Tuong ty voi dong xu Ay ra tir cot thu tién, tuwong tw voi vo dan. Bellantonio cho Reacher xem nhitng birc hinhin bang tia laser [y ra tir cudn bang video
quay & bai dau xe, chiing cho thay chiéc minivan chay vao ngay trurde vu viée va chay ra ngay sau lic d6. Ong cho Reacher xem bén trong cuia chiéc xe,



xemnhitng soi vai clia tim tham trai xe duwoc thu nhét tir nén bé tong thd, xem nhitng soi 1ng chd, xem soi vai ctia quan jeans va ctia chiée 4o mura. Xem
mdt vudng tham By tir nha ctia Barr, va nhitng soi Vi triing v6i nd durge tim thy ¢ hién trudng, Cho dng xem ddi gidy dng, néi cho dng biét cao su kép
14 phurong tién van chuyén t6t nhat nhu thé nao. Cho ng xem nhiing vyn cao su bé xiu dugc tim thiy & hién trurong lai tring kh6p voi nhirng chd méi xo
ra trén cdc miii giay ra sao. Cho 6ng xem bui xi méng duoc theo dAu dan vé nha ciia Barr va thu duoc tir nha xe, va tang ham, bép, phong khach va
phong ngi. Cho 6ng xem mau so sanh Iy duogc tir bai dau xe va ban bio céo ctia phong phan tich chimg minh ching xuat phat tir cing mdt ngudn.

Reacher doc qua nhirng ban chép cac ¢t dién 911 va dién dam giita nhitng xe tuln tra. Ri ong xem qua ban phéc thao hién trrdng toi ac. Cude ra soat
dau tién clia nhirng canh sat vién, cudc kiém tra phap Iy do nhan vién ctia Bellantonio thyre hién, y twéng bat chot vé ot thu tién ctia Emerson. Rdi ong
doc bao cio vé cudc bit giir. No duoc inra va ghim lén nhu moi thir khac. Syr b6 tri ctia d6i dic nhiém SWAT, nghi can dang ngl, nhin dién tir anh
bang l4i xe trong vi dé trong tli quan Nhirng xét nghiém y té. Viéc bit giir con ché do nhimg nhén vién thi y K9 thyre hién. Ao quin trong to. Do gidy.
Nhirng khu sing dudi tang ham Ong doc nhitng 1vi khai ctia nhan chimg, Ngudi linh Thuy quéan chién & tram tuyén quan nghe sau phat stng. Cong
ty dién thoai di dong cung cap doan bang ghi am. C6 kemtheo d6 thi. Mot vét miu xam biéu trung cho am thanh, ¢6 sau dinh nhon. Tir tréi qua phai,
ching dwoc sép xép thanh mot md hinh tring khép v6i nhitng gi Helen da nghe nhur c6 ké. Mot, hai-ba, ngung, bén-namrsau. Truc doc ctia biéu db biéu
trung cho 4m hrong. Tiéng dan nd yéu 6t nhung rat rd trong bang ghi am. Truc ngang biéu trung cho thoi gian. Sau phét dan trong chura dén bon gidy.
Bén gidy da lam chao dao ca mot thanh phd. Chao dédo mdt Ic, it ra a véy.

Reacher nhin khdu sting. N6 duoc cho vao mot tii nhira trong va khin miéng lai. Ong doc ban bao cao ghim bén trén. Mot khau Springfield M1A Super
Match, 6 dan muroi vién, bon vién dan van con trong d6. Dau tay cta Barr day trén sing. Nhiing vet xudc trén bang sting tring khdp voi nhitng ménh
vun vee ni duoe tim thiy & hién truong. Bau dan con nguyén duoc tim thay trong cai ho. Mot ban phén tich dan dao so khép vién dan véi nong sing.
Mot ban bao cao khac so khép cai vo dan voi b phin day. An chic. Két thiic vu an.

Ban dang doc truyén Mot Phdt Mpt Mang dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 8
Reacher ndi, “OK, vay la da oL

Bellantonio n6i, “Rét tt, phai khong?”

“Vu tt nhét ma t6i timg duroc thy.”
“T6t hon ca trdm nhan chimg.”

Reacher mim cudi. Céc k§ thuat vién hién trurong toi 4c thich phat biéu nhur thé.

Ong hoi, “C6 diéu gi ma anh khong hai Iong khong?”

Bellantonio dap, “T61 hai long voi moi thir.”

Reacher liéc nhin bong minh in trén tm ctra kinh sdm mau ciia chiéc Dodge. Kinh den lam cho chiéc 40 méi ctia 6ng c6 méu xam.”
Ong noi, “Tai sao hin lai dé c4i tru chin duong lai? L& ra hin ¢6 thé némné vao sau xe, d& qua ma.”

Bellantonio khong tra 1.

Reacher hoi, “Va tai sao hin lai tra tién dau xe?”

Bellantonio n6i, “T6i la chuyén gia hién truong. Khong phai bac sitamly.”

Sau d6 Emerson tr6 lai va dimg d6, chd doi sur du hang ctia Reacher. Reacher chio thua, khong do dur gi. Ong bit tay va chiic mimg ho vé mdt vu 4n
duoc pha hoan chinh.

Ong di bo trd lai, hét mdt khdi phd vé hudng Béc va bon khdi vé hudng Pong, vong dudi xa 16 treo, di vé phia toa cao d¢ dp kinh den. i qua nam gio
va nang dang chiéu vao lung 6ng. Ong dén quang truong, thiy dai nurde van dang phun va c4i ho da day lén thémba phan nita. Ong di vio ngang qua
tambang NBC va lén thang may. Ann Yanni khong xuat hién. Co & c6 ta dang chuan bi cho ban tin lc sau gio.

Ong thiy Helen Rodin ngdi & c4i ban cii ctia ¢.

Ong n6i, “Nhin vao mt toi nay.”

C6 nhin vao mit 6ng,


http://ebookfull.net

“Cr viéc chon thanh ngit ndo ¢d thich. Vi ndy ngay choc rdi, chic dn nhu bap. Nhu Wilie Mays bt dinh banh bong vay.”

C6 khong n6i gi.

Ong hoi, “Co ¢6 thiy chit nghi ngd ndo trong niit t6i khong?”

Co dap, “Khong, t6i khong thiy.”

“Vay thi goi cac bac sitim Iy di ki vira. Néu do 1 diéu m co that sy mudn hm”

“Hin dang duogc c¢6 ngudi dai dién, ong Reacher a.”

“Hin da budc chéch duong”

“Ching ta khong thé hanh hinh hiin bat chip luat phap.”

Reacher khong noi gi. R4 Ong gat dau. “Tay bac sitam ly nén suy nghi vé cai cot thu tién dau xe. Y t6i mudn n6i l, co ailai tra tién cho muoi phit ngay
ca khi ho khong ban thién ha? N6 lam t6i thay quai dan qua. N6 tudn tho ludt phip qué strc, phai khong nao? N6 nhur thé goi lai toan bo sur kién mit
cach rat ding ludt. Co I€ 1an nay han that sy phat ro. Rai loan vi dicu hin dang lam, ¢6 hiéu chir.”

Helen ghi lai. “Chéic chéin t6i s& d& cap dén chuyén nay.”

“C6 c6 mudn di an ti khong?”’

“Chung ta ¢ hai phia d6i nghich nhau.”

“Ching ta d3 an trwa chung d6 thoi”

“Chi vi t6i mu6n biét vai diéu tir ong.”

“Ching ta van c6 thé cur xir vn minh.”

(b lic dau. “Toi da hen an t5i voi cha t1.”

“Ong dy & phia dbi nghich.”

“Ong 4y 14 cha ctia t61.”

Reacher khong néi gi.

Cb hoi, “May tay canh sat thé nao?”

Reacher git dau, “Ho ciing lich sy im.”

“Chéc chn ho khong thich thii gi phai giip 6ng. Ho khong biét Iy do thuc sur 6ng c6 mit & day.”

“Ho khong can phai lo Eing, Ho da c6 mdt vu an ngon knh.”

“Ba muroi chua phai a tét.”

“Pa tét tir nam gio hom thir Sau rdi. Tét to nita a khac.”

C6 n6i, “C6 1§ ching ta ¢6 thé udng chit g d6 sau gitr @n t0i. Néu t0i ¢6 thé chudn kip. C6 mdt quan rugu thé thao [15] nim cach dy séu khdi phd vé
hurdng Bac. Vao toi thir Hai, n6 gan nhur 1a cho duy nhat trong thanh pho. Toi s€ tat qua xem 6ng c6 ¢ d6 khong, Nhung t6i khong thé hira chac dau
[15]: Bar rirou c6 dé truyén hinh cho khach theo dai cac churong trinh thé thao, c6 noi c6 ca dich vu ¢4 do.

Reacher d4p, “T6i ciing vay. Biét dau lic do t6i dang & bénh vién dé tit may thé ctia James Barr.”

* % %

Ong xubng bang thang mdy va thdy Rosemary Barr dang chd 6ng trong khach sanh. Ong doén I ¢6 vira tir bénh vién quay lai va goi dién kén van phong
thi Helen Rodin cho biét 6ng dang di xuong, Thé 1a ¢6 doi & day. C6 dang bon chon di téi di hui tir phong thang mdy dén canh ctra dan dudng,

C5 hoi, “T6i c6 thé n6i chuyén véi ong mot lat khong?”

Ong d4p, “Ra ngoai thi hon.”



Ong dén ¢6 di qua cénh cira va biing ngang quang trudng dén birc twong & phia Nam ciia cai ho. Ho van dang ddy lén, rt chim. Dong nuée séng ip
lanh. Ong ngbi vao cho lic trude da ngdi, nhirg vong hoa tuong niém ndm dudi chin. Rosemary Barr dimg doi dién voi ong, rat gan, mat ¢6 nhin thing
vao 6ng, khong nhin nhitng bong hoa, dén nén va nhitng birc hinh.

C5 ndi, “Ong phai nghi thoang ra mdt chit.”

Ong dap, “Vay sa0?”

“James mudn 6ng dén day, do d6 anh dy khong thé co ti.”

“C06 voi vang qua.”

C6 ndi, “Thé la hop Iy.”

Ong n6i, “T6i vira xem cac chimg cir. Khong ai ché trach duoc gl.”

“T6i khong dinh ban vé chuyén muoi bon nam trude.”

“C6 dau c6 ban duoc.”

“Nhung An niy thi anh 4y vo t6i.”

Reacher khong néi gi.

Rosenmary ni, “Toi hiéu 6ng dang cam thiy nhur thé ndo. Ong nghf ring anh Ay da phu long 6ng.”

“Hén da mnhu vay.”

“Nhung gié sir anh 4y khong lam thi sao? Gié sir anh &y van Fim tron i hira voi ong v ddy chi B mt sy nhdm Jan? Khi d6 ong s& cam thély thé nao?
Ong s& lam gi cho anh ay? Néu 6ng san sang tranh dau d€ chong anh ay, thi dng ¢6 nghi 1a minh cling s& san sang tranh dau dé bao vé anh ay nhur thé
khong?”

“Chuyén d6 qua gia tuong, khong thue ddi véi ti.”

“Phéy khong phai chuyén gia trong. Toi chi dang hoi rang, néu moi chuyén chimg t6 i ong sai, néu anh Ay khong lim vy ndy, thi liéu 6ng ¢6 bo clng cong
strc nhu thé dé giip anh ay khong?”

“Néu moi chuyén chimg o t6i sai thi hiin dau can i giup Bm gi.”

“Liéu 6ng s€ giip chu?”

“Gitip.” Reacher d4p vi didu nay qua la mdt 1oi hira qua dé dang,

“Vay thi 6ng phai nghi thoang ra mdt chut.”

“Tai sao ¢d don di khoi nha cta hin?”

C6 khong néi gi trong mdt thoang, “Anh 4y lic no ciing cau gian. Sng chung voi anh 4y khong vui vé chit nio.”
“Gian vé chuyén gi?”

“Dimoi thir.”

“Vay thi c6 & c6 mdi la ngurdi phai nghi thoang ra.”

“Toi da c6 thé bia ra mdt Iy do khac. Nhung t6i khong Eim vy. Toi noi véi dng sy that. Toi khong mudn gidu diéu gi cd. Toi can ong tin tudng t0i. Toi
can thuyet phuc dé ong tin. Anh t6i 1a mdt ngudi dau kho, tham chi ¢d the bat an nita. Nhung anh ay khong 1am vy nay dau.”

Reacher khong néi gi.

C5 hoi, “Ong s& nghi thoang ra chtr?”
Reacher khéng tra 10i. Chi nhin vai rdi bo di.
%k ok 3k

Ong khong dén bénh vién. Khong tat may thd clia James Barr. Thay vi thé, 6ng dén bar ruou thé thao sau khi vé khach san MetropolePalace dé tim.



Sau khdi phd vé hudng Bic ciia toa cao d¢ kinh den dura ong trd lai dudi xa 16 va di vao mot khu Iup xup. Khu truong gid sang trong c6 mot ranh giéi
phia Nam nhu ong da thdy, va gios thi ong tlmyno ciing ¢ mdt ranh gii phia Béc nita. Bar rurou nim sau ranh gidi mot chit. N6 ndm trong mdt ngdi nha
vudng vire khong thé x4c dinh duoc ban dau von 1 gl. C6 thé 1 quan an hay phong trung bay xe hoi, ciing ¢6 thé 1 mot bé boi. N6 ¢6 méi bing va
nhitng cira s6 bi xdy gach bit lai va réu moc ddy nhitng chd méng nuréc mura bi chin ri ra.”

Bén trong kha hon, nhung khong c6 gi ddc biét. N6 gidng nhur moi bar ruou thé thao khac ma 6ng timg dén. N6 13 mbt ciin phong cao, trdn gin dy
nhungongdandleuhoa khong khi son den. C6 t6i ba ta man hinh ti vi treo trén tuong va tran nha. N6 c6 du thir vat dung thong thurong ctia mdt quan
bar thé thao dé khip noi. Ao thun c6 chit ky cau thi duoc dong khung kinh, mii choi bong bau dyc bay trén k¢, gay khic con cau, bong ro, bong chay,
nhirng t& chuong trinh thé thao ngay xura. Nhén vién phuc vu déu 1 nit, déu miic dong phuc doi cb vil. Bo phan pha ché a nam va mic dong phuc trong
tai co ké soc.

Tét ca céc ti vi déu md chuong trinh bong bau dyc. Hién nhién moi t6i thir Hai déu vay, Reacher doan thé. Mot sb man hinh 1 ti vi thudng, mot sb 1 ti vi
plasma, va mot s6 i man chiéu. Ciing mdt canh duoc chiéu hang chuc lan, tit ca chi hoi khac v& mau sic va tiéu diém, cai Ion, cai nho, cai sang, céi ti.
Bén trong rat déng khach, nhung Reacher van kiém duoc mot chiéc ban riéng. O trong gbc, ong thich viy. Mot ¢ phuc vu chim chi dén bén ong, 6ng
2oi mdt chai bia va banh burger ¢ pho mat.

Ong an banh, udng bia va xem tran bong, Thoi gian trbi, quan cang ltc cang dong va dn 4o, nhung khong ¢6 ai &én ngdi chung ban véi dng. Reacher luén
tac dong dén nguoi khac theo cach d6. Ong ngdi mdt minh, trong chiéc bong bong yén ling, trung mot thong di€p 16 rang: Tranh xa toi ra.

RAi c6 mdt ngudi v c4i thong diép do di va dén ngdi v6i 6ng. Phan nao 1 16i do 6 ong. Ong roi it khoi nan hinh va thiy mot co gai hron Iy gin d6. C6
ta dang lac hr mot chai bia va mot dia day la taco [16] trén tay. C6 qua I dang ngam Toc do don song, 4o vai bong do mo nit phd ngue va cot lai &
r6n. C6 niic quan bo bang chit ligu trong glong nhu jeans nhung han 13 bang vai thun lang, Bung choc phom ngwrdi phong nhil phi don. Va c6 mang mot
ddi ing da bo sat bong loang. Cir mo tir dién bach khoa t6i vn C va chir Country Girl s& thay ngay hinh ciia c6 dang nhin ta trong d6. C6 trong con qua
tre so voi tubi dugc uong bia [17], nhung ¢d chéic chin da qua tubi ddy thi. Didu d6 chic nhur dinh dong cot. Nhimg khuy 40 cing bo. Va khong thiy
duong han cua quan 16t dudi lan vai quan ngoai. Reacher nhin ¢6 hoi [Au, va ¢ xem dé mdt 1oi moi.

[16]: Mén n ctia ngudi Mexico, mdt loai banh ran bang bot bép an vai thit bd bam va mude x6t.

[17]: Hai muoi mdt tudi & tht ca cc bang M.

C6 hoi khi con dimg cach mot thirde, “Bm ¢ thé ngdi cing ban v6i anh khong?”

Ong dap, “Cir tur nhién.”

C ngdi xudng, Khong phai chiéc ghé di dién ma 1a sat canh 6ng,

C6 noj, “Camon.”

C5 tu thing tir chai va nhin 6ng dam dam. Mt xanh 14, sang, mo Ion. C6 xoay nira nguoi vé phia 6 ong va khom tAm lung thon. Ao cO mobanit. Co I Ia
¢& 34D, Reacher doan, kiéu c6 gong nang. Ong c6 thé x¢ tan cong viée ctia ching ti ra timg nhin thiy diém ctia nd. Péng ten tring,

C6 chdm sét ong, Vi tiéng n.

C6 hoi, “Anh ¢6 thich khong?”

Ong hoi lai, “Thich cai gi?”

C6 dap, “Bong bau duc.”

“Chat chuat.”

“Anh tlirng choi chir?”

Anh timg choi, chir khong phéi Anh c¢6 choi. C6 im 6ng cam thiy minh da gia.
(C5 ndi, “Chic chén anh di to con.”

Ong dap, “Téi timg thir choi cho quan doi. Khi t6i hoc & West Point [18].”
[18]: Mot trurdng dai hoc quéan sy ndi tiéng,

“Anh c6 tham gia d6i bong khong?”

“Chi mot lan.”

“Anh bi chin thong 4?7

“T6i choi hung qua.”



C6 cudi nira tin nira ngd, khong chic ¢6 phai 6ng dang diia hay khong,

C06 ndi, “Taco nhé?”

“T61 mdi an xong,”

C6 noi, “Emtén Sandy.”

Ong nghi, Nguoi t6i ciing ddy cat. Hom thir Sau, trén bai bién. [19]

[19]: O cAu niy tac gia co y mudn choi chit. Sandy co nghia | lim cét, phii c4t. nén Reacher nghii ring hom thir Sau 6ng ta ciiing im c4t nhur tén co.
C6 hoi, “Anh tén gi?”

Ong d4p, “Jimmy Reese.”

Ong nhan thf(l‘y mdt anh ngac nhién 16e én trong miét ¢6 ta. Ong khong hiéu vi sao. C6 & ¢6 timg cd mdt cu bd ciing tén 1 Jimmy Reese. Hay ¢6 & ¢d
12 mdt fan cuong nhiét ctia d¢i New York Yankees.

C6 n6i, “Rat han hanh duoc biét anh, Jimmy Reese.”

Ong néi, “T6i ciing vay,* rdi quay lai voi trin bong”

C6 hoi, “Anh Ia nguoi moi ¢ day, phai khong?””

Ong dap, “O dau ciing méi.”

C6 n6i, “Em dang nghi | néu anh chi thich bong bau duc chit chut, thi c6 1§ anh thich dua em di dau d6 khéc.”
“Pau la dau?”

“Pau do yén finh hon mot chit. C6 thé i dau d6 vang vé hon mot chit.”

Ong khong ndi gi.

“Emcé xe.”

“Emdu tudi l4i xe r6i 42”

“Em dd tudi im nhiéu chuyén Bm Va mot s6 chuyén emrat cir ddy.”

Reacher khong ndi gi. C6 xé dich trén ghé. Pay n6 ra khoi cai ban mot chit. Quay lai phia 6ng va nhin xubng,
C6 hoi, “Anh c6 thich ci quin niy khong?”

“T6i nghif n6 rat vira véi em”

“Em ciing nghii viy. Chi ¢6 diéu a nd qua chat, khong mic thém céi gi bén trong duoc.”
“Chiing ta déu c6 ndi khd riéng ctia minh.”

“Anh c6 nghi a n6 qué 16 lidu khong?”

“N6 khong nhin xuyén qua duogc. V6i t6i thé i di rdi”

“Thir tudng tuong anh dang 16t n6 ra.”

“Khong tuong tuong dugc. Toi khong nghi minh ¢6 bao gio xé nd vao hay khong,”
D6i miit xanh nhiu lai, “Anh 1 dan hai thi 42”

“Co la gai goia?”

“Pimg hong. Em im ¢ chd ctra hang ban phu ting xe.”

R&i 6 khong ndi gi va c6 vé nhur nghii lai. C6 can nhéc. C6 tim duwoc mot cau tra 1i tdt hon. D6 [ nhay ra khoi ghé, la 1én va tat vao mit 6ng. C6 la that
to va cdi tat cling vang to va moi nguoi quay lai nhin.



€5 la Iom, “N6 goi toi | di.*. N6 dam goi toi a db dil”

Nhitng chiéc ¢hé x6 ra va miy g lap tirc dimg bat day. May théng to con, mic db jeans, gy dng lao dong va 4o ca-r6. May thing trai qué. Nam dira
cé thdy, giong y nhau.

Con bé mim cuoi dic thing,

N6 néi, “May nguoi do 1 anh tao.”

Reacher khong néi gi.

“May mdi goi tao 1a con di trudc mat ddmanh tao.”
Nam gi trai, déu dang ngd chdm chim

Pra con gai dai dang, “N6 goi ema do di”

Quy tic mdt, dimg 1én va sin sang,

Quy tic hai, cho chiing biét dang gion nit voi ai.
Reacher dimg Ién, tir tir va thoai méi. Mot thudc chin, mot trdm 16 ndm ky, d6i mét binh than, hai tay budng canh hong,
Pra con ghi lai dai ddng, “N6 goi em i d di”
Quy tic ba: Xac dinh tén thi finh.

Nim thiing cé théy. Bt ctr t6p néim théing ndo cling ¢6 mot théing thi finh, hai théing o d¢ nhiét tinh, va hai théing 0 d¢ nhiét tinh, thé 1a xong. Hai théing
rut r¢ kia tat co cang chay. Thé nén khong bao gio ¢6 chuyén nim choi mt. Tinh thé khdng bao gio t& hon [a ba choi mjt.

Quy tic bn: Thing thit finh 1 dtra di chuyén dAu tién.

Mot g3 vam v trén du6i hai muroi c6 mot mai toc vang va khudn mat tron do di chuyén trude. Ga budc lén mot budc va nhitng thing kia ding gon sau
€A thanh m0t mili tén gon gang. Reacher cling tir bude 1én mot bude dé gap ching. Ban trong goc c6 mot bat loi la khong cho phép di 16i nao khéc trir
tién Ién phia trudc.

Nhung diéu do ciing t6t thoi.

Bai vi, quy tic nam: Pung kiém cach k.

Nhung quy tic sau: Dimg phé do dac.

Lamdb v dd dac trong quan la chit quén s& nghii vé hop dong bao hiém ctia hdn, i nhimg cong ty bao hiém doi c6 tudng trinh ctia canh sat, va khuynh
huéng dau tién ciia canh sat 3 ném ca i vao nha giam da rdi tinh sau. Va diéu d6 thuong dan toi: Ldi ki do ké la.

Con nho than oan, “N6 goi em 1 d6 di”” Nhu thé timn6 dang tan nat. N6 dimg tranh qua mt bén, ng6 Reacher, ng6 nim thing kia, rdi lai ngd
Reacher. Bauno quay qua quay lai nhir dang dtrng xem quéan vot.

G4 to con ndi, “Ra ngoai tinh.”

Sur bd tri Reacher ndi, “Tra tién nude ctia may trude da.”
“Tao s€ tra sau.”

“May s& khong thé tra duoc dau.”

“May nghi vay a?”

“Do 1a sy khac biét gitra ching ta.”

“Cai gi vay?”

“Tao biét nghi”

“May miia mep gioi im, anh ban.”

“May con nhiéu chuyén khéc déng lo hon.”



“May goi em gai tao la di.”

“May thich ngi v&i gai dong trinh hon 4?2

“Di ra ngoai kia, khong tao nén chét me may & ddy bay gio.”

Quy tic bay: Hanh dong, chir dimng phan img.

Reacher n6i, “OK. Thi dira ngoai.”

(A to con mim cuoi

Reacher néi, “May di trude di.”

G to con n6i, “O ddy nhé, Sandy.”

Con nhd ndi, “Em khong ngan nhin mau chay dau.”

Reacher n6i, “Tao tin my thich nita i khéc. Mi thing mdt tuan, n6 kim cho may nhe ca ngudi”
(A to con ndi, “Ra ngoai, dingay.”

Ban dang doc truyén Mot Phdt Mot Mang dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chwong 9

Ga quay ngudi xua dong bon ra cira. Ching di thinh hing mdt v len 16i giita ban ghé. Gidy ching £0 loc coc trén san 0. Connhod Sandy Igo d&o theo
sau. Nhiing khach hang khac rut lai tranh duong cho ching. Reacher bo hai muroi do la 1én ban va liec nhin tran bong. Ai d6 dang thang, ai d6 dang thua.

Ong budc theo con bé Sandy. Bi theo chiée quan thun bo miu xanh.

Tét ca bon ching dang ch ong ¢ via he. Ching déu cum thanh mdt vong cung ngin. C6 hai ¢t dén vang cach d6 chimg hai muroi thude vé huéng Bic
va Nam va mt ngon khac bén kia duong. Cac ngon den khien moi thang c6 ba cai bong. Anh den né-6ng bén ngoai bar khicn nhirng ci bong nhubm

hong va xanh. Con duong trong vang, Va yén ling, Khong xe c§. Khong tiéng dong, trir nhitng 4m thanh trong quan bi canh ctra chan bét.

Khong khi ém diu. Khong nong, khong lanh.

Quy tic tam: Udc hrong va déanh gia.

G4 to con ngudi tron, tron phr?m va nding né, nhur mot con trau bién, Chég 101 trudng ,ph(*’)ﬂthéng khoang muroi ndm. Miii chua bi gy, trén may khong c6
dau s¢0, khéng’cc') khop dot tay di Qang Do do, ga khdng phai la dan damboc. Chac han chi la mot hau vé. Vay gi s€ danh theo ki€u mdt tay do vat.

(A chdc s€ muon vat doi thi ngd xuong dat.

Thé nén g s& bit diu bang cach lao vao tan cong. Pau cti thip.

D6 I didu xa nhit Reacher phén doan dugc.

Va 6ng dung,

Ga vung nguoi lao vao tan cong, dau cui thdp. Nhim vao nguce clia Reacher. Tim cach ddy ki ong va x6 6ng ngil xudng, Va rdi bon tén kia c6 thé nhao
v0 ddm 6ng, da dng toi boi.

Sai lAam
Bai vi, quy tic chin: Pimg ¢ hiic diu vao Jack Reacher.
Nhét 14 khi 6ng chuan bi trude. N6 nhur 1 hic dau vao mt cdy soi.

G to con lao vao va Reacher nhe nhang xoay sang bén va khuyu dau gbi mot chut va tinh cho dung Iic va don tt ca trong hrong Ién va bat khoi chan
sau va thiic vai minh ngay vao mit gi.
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Pong ning la mot diéu ky diéu.

Reacher hiu nhur khong di chuyen @l miy nhung g3 to con vang lai mot cach dién dai, chodng vang, khap khiéng bude lui trén hai chan ctmg do, ¢b ging
mot cach vo vong dé dimg thing, mot chan huo nira vong tron luoi biéng trong khong khi, r6i dén chén kia. Ga dimg lai cach 6ng sau budc, ban chan
dat vitng va cing chan xoac rong, nhur mdt chir A hoa ngu ngde ¢ by.

Méu trén mét ga.

Gio thi gi d c6 chiéc mii giy.

Ha théng tho finh.

Reacher budc t¢1 da vao ha bd ga, nhung bang chén trai. Néu bang chan phai, hin 6ng dd d4 tung mjt manh xwong chiu ciia gi ving ra dudng mii.
Con tim mém yéu ctia cu, mot hudn luyén vién gia trong quan doi da noi. Mot ngay nao d6 nd s& am cau di doi.

Nhung chua phéi i hém nay, Reacher nghi. Chura phai ¢ ddy. Ga to con guc xudng. Ga quy xudng va chiii mit xudng dat.

Gio moi su tro nén that sy dé dang.

Haiga ke tiép cung nhau tién Ién, vai sét vai, va Reacher ha tén dau tién bang mot cti hic dau va tén thir hai bang mdt cti clii chd tring ham. Ca hai guc
thang xuong ndmim Thé 14 xong, vi hai tén con lai bo chay. Hai tén sau ctng bao gio cting chay nhur véy. Con bé Sandy chay theo ching. Khong nhanh.
Chiéc quan bo va d6i bdt cao got can trd nd. Nhung Reacher dé cho 16 di. Qng quay lai d4 cho ba tén anh nim quay ctia né It nghiéng. Xac dinh
chiing van con thé. Kiém tra tii ctia ching, Tim thay vi ctia ching. Kiém tra bang li xe ctia ching. Roi 6ng tha chiing xudng, dimg Ién va quay lai vi 6ng
nghe tiéng xe d6 lai & I& dudng phia sau.

D6 1a mdt chiée taxi. PO 1 mot chiée taxi dang thé cho Helen Rodin bude xubng,

C6 ném cho tai xé & bac va anh ta phong xe di, nhin théing déing trréc, ¢d ¥ khong nhin bén tréi hay bén phéi. Helen Rodin dimg yén trén via hé nhin.
Reacher cach ¢ muroi bude, ¢d ba chiéc bong tir anh dén va ba khoi bat dong dudi dat phia sau 6ng,

C6 hoi, “Chuyén quy gi xay ra thé?”

Ong d4p, “C6 n6i di. C6 sdng & ddy md. C6 biét miy thing quai nay.”

“Thé 1a thé ndo? Chuyén gi xay ra vay?”

Ong n6i, “Bi thoi.”

Ho di vé hudng Nam, thit nhanh, va 1& ¢ goc duong vé hudng Dong, Roi lai hudng Nam. Rdi di chim lai chit.
Helen Rodin néi, “Mau dinh trén a0 dng kia.”

Reacher dap, “Nhung khong phai cua t6i.”

“Chuyén gi xay ra ¢ dang do vay?”

“T6i dang xem bong bau duc trong bar. Khong phién gi dén ai. Rdi c6 mdt con nhdc toc do bat dau mdi chai toi. Toi khong hurdng tmg va nd ko i dén
lic kiem duge cd tat toi. Roi nam thang x6ng vao. Con nho bao ching 1a anh n6. Ca bon kéo ra ngoai giai quyet.”

“Nam thing a?”

“Hai thing bo chay.”

“Sau khi 6ng ha ba thing dau tién?”

“Toi tyr vé thoi. Chi ¢6 thé. Ding vii hre ti thiéu.”

“’Con nho tat 6ng?”

“Ngay vao mit.”

“Ong d4 noi gi voi nd?”

“N6i g ciiing vy thoi. Pay i mot ct dan canh. Vay nén t6i dang hoi ¢b, ddy co phai tha tiéu khién riéng & chd nay khong? Pap nguoi la & trong bar?”
Helen Rodin n6i, “Téi mudn udng cai gi d6. Toi dén gip ong dé udng chit gi ma.”

Reacher ding budc. “Vay thi quay lai d6.”



“Chiing ta khong thé quay lai d6. Chéc ho da goi canh sat roi. Ong dé lai ba mang ndm trén via hé.”
Ong ngoai nhin lai phia sau.
Ong n6i, “Vay thi vé khach san ctia t6i. O d6 c6 khach sanh. C6 thé ¢6 qudy bar.”

Ho im Ing di bén nhau, qua nhiing con duong t6i ving, bdn khdi phd vé hudng Nam. Ho van & phia Dong quang trudng va di ngang qua toa an.
Reacher liéc nhin nd.

Ong hoi, “Bita tdi ra sa0?”

“Cha t6i ctr do hoi. Ong Ay van nghii ong 1 nhan chimg ciia t61.”

“C6 c6 n6i v6i dng Ay khong?”

“T6i khong thé ndi véi ong 4y. Thong tin ciia 6ng durge bao mat. Ta on Chia.”
“Thé nén cd ctr nic ong dy lo sg.”

“Ong 4y ching so hdi gi. Ong 4y rat tur tin.”

“Hién nhién rdi.”

“Vay ngay mai ong di?”

“Chir ¢6 nghii sa0? Noi ndy bét binh thuong

“Mot ¢ nang ga gim 6ng, chuyén d6 dau 6 gi gidng mot am muru lon?”
Reacher khong néi gi.

C6 161, “No dau phai la chuyén la. Phai khong 1n30? Quén ruou, mit ké moi dén thanh phd mot minh, mdt ¢ nang himg thi thi c6 g dau chir? Ong
khong dén ndi qua xu xi, ong biét ma.”

Reacher chi budc di

“Ong ndi gi v6i ¢o ta ma bj tat vay?”

“T6i khong t6 ra thich, con nhé cir san vao, t6i hdi ¢b ta c6 phai i gai goi khong. Pai loai nhur thé.”
“Géi goi 42 O Indiana thé i di1 bi tat ddy. Méy thing anh tit khong thich em minh bi goi nhur thé.”

“Helen ny, day 1a mdt cti dan canh. Hay thuc t& di. C6 lich sw mé n6i vy, nhung toi khong phéi i kiéu dan ong ma phu nir theo dudi. Toi biét diéu do,
duoc chura? N6 1a mbt ¢ dan canh.”

“Trude day khong c6 ngudi phu nit ndo theo dudi ong a2
“C6 ta mim cudi dic thang, Nhur thé da kiém duogc 6 mo dau va giao ndp t6i. Nhur thé ¢ ta thanh cong mot viée i do.”
Helen khong néi gi.

Reacher ndi tiép, “Va méy tén d6 khong phai 1 anh ciia ¢ ta. Chiing hau nhu bang tudi nhau, va khi toi kiém tra bang l4i ctia ching thi thdy ho mbi thing
mot khéc.”

“C).”

“Do do moi chuyén da duoc dan dung. Pay chinh la diém bét binh thuong, Chi c6 hai ly do dé 1am chuyén nhu vay. Cho vui, hay vi tlen Mot thing cha
ngdi trong quéan bar c6 thé ¢6 vai ti, nhung cai d6 khong du. Vay ching dan dung cho vui. Cai nay thi that bat thurong, Bat thudng gip doi, vi tai sao lai
chon t6i? Chung phai biét ring ching s& bi da dit.”

“Ching c6 dén nim thing. Nm thing chéing bao giy nghi ring mot ngudi c6 thé nén duoc ching, Péc biét B & Indiana.”

“Hay ¢ I& t6i 1a ngudi la duy nhét trong bar.”

C5 nhin vé phia trude, doc theo con duong, “Ong & Metropole Palace 42

Ong git dau. “Toi va Ié té vai nguoi khac.”



“Nhung t6i da goi t6i d6 va ho néi i dng khong diang ky & d6. Toi goi cho tat ca céc khach san dé tim 6ng lic chidu.”
“T6i ding tén gia & cac khach san.”

“Tai sao ky vay?”

“Chi la mdt théi quen xau thoi. Nhur t6i da n6i véi ¢d. Gio nd trd thanh ty dong roi.”

Ho budc Ién bac tam cap bén nhau roi di vao qua canh ctra bang dong ning né. Chura mu6n im nhung nhin. khach san da ving. Pai sanh khong c6 ai.
Mot quay bar nam & can phong bén canh. Vang tanh, trir ngudi dimg quay don doc dang dua hung vao chiec may tinh tién.

Helen Rodin goi, “Cho t6i bia.”
Reacher ndi, “Hai chai.”

Ho chon mdt c4i ban gin cira s6 ¢6 che rémva nguoi dimg quiy mang dén hai chai bia, hai khin giy, hai chiéc ly duoc udp lanh, va mdt bat dung cac
loai hat tr6n chung nhau. Reacher ky hoa don tinh tién va ghi thém sd phong ctia minh.

Helen Rodin mim cudi. “Thé Metropole nghi réng ong 1 ai?”

Reacher dap, “Jimmy Reese.”

“Ong ta i ai?”

Reacher ndi, “Gugmnao.”

Mot 4nh ngac nhién 16e 1én trong mit c6 ta. Ong khong hiéu vi sao.

Rét han hanh duogc biét anh, J immy Reese.

Ong n6i, “C gai d6 dang kiém chinh t6i. C6 ta khong kiém mot gi ngudi la ¢d doc tinh cd ndo. C9 ta kiém dich than Jack Reacher.”
“Sao duoc?”

Ong gt dau. “Co ta hoi tén 0. Toi n6i Jimmy Reese. N6 khién ¢6 ta mét binh tinh mdt thoang. RS rang k& ¢6 ta bi ngac nhién. Nhur thé, Anh khong phai
la Jimmy Reese, anh 1a Jack Reacher, ngudi ta mdi ndi cho t6i ddy ma. Co ta khung lai, 161 mdi tinh tri lai.”

“Nhitng chit du giéng nhau. Jimmy Reese, Jack Reacher. Nhiéu khi ngudi ta Bm nhu vay.”

“C6 ta nhanh nhau im. Khong ngo nghéch nhur vé bén ngoai. Ai d chi toi cho c0 ta, va c0 ta s& khong dé bj dénh ira. Jack Reacher can duoc dot cho
mot tran trong toi nay, va cd ta s€ dambao cho dieu d6 xay ra.”

“Vay ho 1 ai?”
“Ai biét tén ctia t61?”

“S¢ canh sat. Ong ira dén do.”

Reacher khong noi gi.

Helen n6i, “Cai gi? Ho 1a canh sat a? Pé bao vé vu an ctia ho?”

“Toi khong dén day dé Iat lai vy 4n ctia ho.”

“Nhung ho khong biét diéu d6. Ho nghii réing d6 chinh 14 Iy do tai sao 6ng dén day.”
“Vuy 4n ctia ho khong can bao vé. N6 chic n qua. Va ching trong khong gidng c6m.”
“Con ai khac dugc loi tir chuyén nay?”

“Rosemary Barr. C6 4y s& ¢6 loi. C6 4y biét tén toi. Va biét vi sao toi dén day.”
Helen néi, “Chuyén nham nhi.”

Reacher khong néi gi.

Helen lap lai, “Chuyén nham nhi. Rosemary chi a mdt ¢6 thur ky lut nhit nhat. C6 4y khong lam chuyén nhu vay. C6 Ay khong biét im cach ndo. Tram



triéu lin khong.”

“N6 1 mot et rét nghiép du.”

“So véi cai gi? Co nam thiing c4 thay. Chimg d6 1 di dé choi voi phin 16n nguoi khéc roi.”
Reacher khong néi gi.

Helen ndi tiép, “Rosemary lic d6 ¢ bénh vién. C6 4y dén d6 ngay sau cude hop voi khich hing, va ¢ lai d6 phén Ion budi chidu, v toi cé 1 gio ndy co
ay van dang & d6. Vi anh ctia ¢6 ay sap hoi tinh. C6 dy muon c6 mit bén anh ta.”

“Cé mot an murdi 1 ¢6 Ay co dién thoai di dong”

“Khong thé ding dién thoai di déng gan phong chiam soc dic biét. Ching giy nhidu séng.”

“Vay thi dién thoai cong cong.”

“'C6 Ay quéa ban tam lo Fing na.”

“Lo clru anh minh.”

Helen Rodin khong dap.

Reacher néi, “C6 4y I than chil ctia ¢6. C6 chéc 1a minh khong thién vi chir?””

“Ong ngli lac huéng 10i. James Barr yéu cu tim 6ng, Han mubn éng c6 mit & day. Vi thé, em ctia héin ciing muén 6ng c6 mat ¢ ddy. Co a 4y mudn ong &
lai ddy du lau dé tim xem 6ng c6 thé gitip dugc gl Va cb dy biét ong gitp duoc, néu khong thi tai sao anh ctia ¢6 lai yéu cau tim 6ng ngay tir du nhur
thé?”

Reacher khong noi gi.

Helen n6i, “Hay thira nhan di. Chuyén d6 khong phai 1 do Rosemary Barr. C6 4y c6 loi nhit khi c6 ong & ddy, con séng khoe va suy nghi”

Reacher noc mdt ngum bia. Roi ong gat dau. “Ro rang k t0i bi theo ddi dén quén bar t0i nay. Tir & ddy. Nehia 1, t0i bi theo doi & day, sau khi an trua.
Néu Rosemary di thang dén bénh vién lic sang nay thi c6 ay khong co thoi gian d€ dan dyng chuyén do.”

“Vay ching ta quay tr6 lai chuyén ké ndo d6 nghi ring Ong c6 thé 1im hong vu an. Tai sao khong phai i canh sat? Gidi canh sat c6 thé theo ddi ong bét
¢t noi ndo. Ho rat dong va déu c6 may truyén tin.”

“Comco lam thi ho lam tryre dién. Ho khdng nhd mot ¢d gai 1am chuyén d6 cho ho.”

“Cb gai c6 thé ciing | mdt tay com.”

Reacher lic dau. “Qua tré. Qua ngbe nghéch. Qua nhidu toc.”

Helen Iy tir trong vi ra mdt cdy but roi viét gi d6 1én td khin gidy. C6 ddy n6 qua ban.

“S4 dién thoai di dong cuia t6i. Ong ¢6 thé can dénnd.”

“Toi khong nghi 1 ¢6 ai d6 dinh kign t61.”

“Toi khong lo vé viée dng bi kién. T lo 1 ong s& bi bit giam Ngay ca néu chuyén do that sy khong phai do canh sat am, thi di thé n3o dintta ho cling
da dén quéan bar, Chi quin c6 thé goi cho ho. Chéc chan ba thing nhoc do6 di bénh vién. Va con nho kia gior ciing biét tén gia ctia 6ng rdi. Do d6 dng cb
thé bi ric roi. Néu 6 ong bi ket, hily nghe doc Miranda 1o goi dién cho to1.”

Reacher mim cuoi, “Dé dudi theo xe ciru thurong]20] ciia ching 4?”

[20]:. Ammbulance chaser: tir I6ng chi giéi lut sur im tién tir viéc bép nén than nhAn nhimg ngudi bi hai.

“Pé canh ching nguy hiém cho 6ng.”

Reacher nhit miéng khin gidy lén. Bo né vio ti sau.

Ong ndi, “OK, camon nhiéu.”

“Ong van dinh roi khoi dy ngay mai 42

“Cé k. Ciing c6 I§ Ia chura. Co [& t61 s€ 0 lai, suy nghi xem vi sao c6 nguoi mubn dung bao luc & bao vé& cho mdt vu 4n d3 kin k& chic an trémplﬁn



tramroi.”

Grigor Linsky goi cho The Zec, bang dién thoai di dong khi ngdi trong xe.
Hén noi, “Tui n6 Bm hong viée rdi. Emrt tiéc.”

The Zec khong noi gi, diéu d6 con té hai hon 1 chiri méng

Linsky n6i tiép, “Ching s& khong truy duoc dén ching ta dau.”

“May s& bao dam diéu d6 chi?”

“Chic chin rdi”

The Zec khong néi gi.

Linsky noi, “Khong hiu qua, khong trirng phat.”

“Irir phi n6 chi cang danh dong cho thing linh. Liic d6 thi s& c6 hau qua. C6 18 hdu qua tai hai la déng khac. D gi di nita thi hén ciing 1 ban ctia James
Barr. Biéu d6 an chira nhiu kha nang,”

Gio t6i phién Linsky khong noi gi.

The Zec néi, “Hay dé cho n6 thiy may mot lan nita. Thém mdt chiit ap hre c6 thé c6 ich. Nhung sau do thi dimg dé hén thdy niy nita.”
“Roi sao nita?”

The Zec n6i, “Roi gidm sat nhitng chuyén tiép theo. Phai bao dam tuyét ddi khong dé tir xu trd thanh t& hon.”

Reacher dua Helen ra xe taxi rdi én lau vé phong minh. Ong céi 40 ra bo VAo bon rira mit trong phong tim, ngdm né trong nurde lanh. Ong khong mudn
cd vet mau trén chiéc 4o chi méi mic c6 mdt ngay. Miac ba ngay 16i thi c6 thé. Nhung mdn d6 modi tinh thi khdng,

Nhitng cau hoi. C6 nhiéu cau hoi, nhung nhu moi khi méu chdt i timra cu hoi cin ban. Cau hoi chinh yéu. Vi sao c6 nguoi mubn ding bao lre dé bao
vé cho mot vu an da kin k& chic an trdm phan tram 16i? Céu hoi thir nhat: Co phai vu an da kin k& 1o khong? Ong ra soat lai ngdy vira qua trong dauva
nghe Alex Rodin noi: iChic nhur dinh déng cot. Vu tot nhit ma t6i timg duoc biét. Emerson noi: Mot vu két thiic gon dep nhdt ma t6i timg thiy. Ga
Bellantonio giéng nhan vién nha quan thi noi: Dy 1a hién trrdng toi ac t6t nhat ma t6i timg gip. Toi hai 1ong voi moi thir. Tat nhién, nhimg tay nay déu c6
nhig quyén loi riéng vé nghé nghiép ctia minh trong do. Va niém thé, ki€u hinh, va dong co ca nhan. Nhung chinh Reacher da xem thanh qua cta
Bellantonio. Va 6ng da ndi: Vu ndy ngay choc 161, chac an nhu bap. Nhu Willie Mays bat dinh banh bong,

DPung vay khong?

Ving, dung viy. N6 giéng nhur Lou Gehrig cam chay, moi chdt déu c6 nguoi chay. Cude doi con ngudi khong thé dé ra cai gi gin véi tat yéu hon thé.
Nhung diéu d6 chua phéi i vén dé chinh yéu.

Ong vt chiéc 4o, git manh 10i trai n6 cang ra trén 1o suol. Van o suoi kn nAc cao va mo cira s ra. Bén ngoai khong ¢ tiéng dong. Chi imling. Bay
khong phai la New York, tht nhién. Nghe nhu thé ho cudn nhitng & duong 1én vao lic chin gid. Toi t6i tham Indiana, nhung né déng cira rdi. Hoi nong
4m xong ra tir chiéc 40 va ciin phong bay ndng mii vai udt.

Vén dé chinh yéu i gi?

Cubn bang cassette ctia Helen Rodin 1a van dé chinh yéu Giong James Barr, thép, khan, coc can. Yéu cAu cta hin: Tim Jack Reacher cho toi.

Tai sao héin n6i nhur thé?

Jack Reacher 14 ai, trong niit ciia James Barr?

Mot cach chinh yéu?

Do 1a vén dé can ban.

Hién trudng toi 4c t6t nhdt ma toi timg gap.

Vu tot nhit ma t6i timg thiy.

Tai sao hin lai tra tién dau xe?

Liéu 6ng c6 nghi thoang duoc khong?



Tim Jack Reacher cho t61.

Jack Reacher nhin trimg trimg kén trdn nha. Nam pht. Muoi. Hai muoi. R&i 6ng lin ngudi qua mot bén va Jy miéng khin gidly ra khoi tii sau. Lin tr&
lai va bam so dién thoai. Helen Rodin tra 161 sau tam hoi chudng reo. Gigng ¢d ngai ngu. Ong da danh thire c6 day.

Ong néi, “Reacher day.”

“Ong gap ric 16i 4?7

“Khong, nhung t6i c6 vai cau hoi. Barr tinh day chua?”

“Chura, nhung sip roi. Rosemary da trd lai bénh vién. C6 4y c¢6 nhén lai cho t6i.”

“Nam gio chidu ngty thir Séu vira roi thoi tiét nhur thé nao?”

“Thoi tiét? Thir Sau? Troi u dm. Nhidu méy.”

“Thé c6 phai 14 binh thurong khong?”

“Khong, khong hén thé. Troi thudng néng. Hay mura. DO ndy trong ndm trdi thuong ndng hay mua. C6 vé ndng nhiéu hon.”
“Trdi Am hay lanh?”

“Khong lanh. Nhung khong néng. Troi dé chiu, t6i nghi vay.”

“Hom d6 c6 mic do gi di lam?”

“Chuyén gi vy, 6ng goi dién qudy rdi diy 42”

“Tra loi to1 di.”

“Nhur d6 ti mic hom nay. Do tay.”

“Khong mic 4o khoac?”

“Khong can 40 khoac.”

“C6 co xe khong?”

“Xe? C6, 16i ¢6 xe. Nhung t6i ding xe buyt dé di am”

“Ngay mai hily di xe. Toi s€ gap c6 luc tdm gio' & van phong.”

“Chuyén ndy  gi viy?”

Ong dép, “Ngay mai. Tam gio. Gios thi ngi lai di.”

Ong clip méy. Lan ra khoi girong kiém tra lai chiéc 40. N6 4m va con uét. Nhung t6i sing n6 s& kho. Ong hy vong 1 n6 khong nhan.
Ban dang doc truyén Mgt Phat Mpt Mang duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 10

Chuong 5

Reacher thirc gidc Iic sau gio. Tam bang nude lanh, kha lau, vi cin phong n6ng. Nhung do 6ng da kho. N6 cimg nhur bia, va van con giit dung ¢&. O
day khong phyc vu bita sang tan phong. Ong ra ngoai an sang. Ngoai duong day ‘nhitng xe tai chd da cudi, cho dat lip duong, tron bé tong, bén cho cai
mom hau trén doi ctia cac cong truong, Ong tranh ching va di vé huong Nam nhéim bén cang. Di qua ranh giéi cua khu thuong luu. Ong tim thiy mot
tiéman binh dan danh cho ngudi lao dong. Onguong ca phé va an trimg, Ong ngdi & cira s6 nhin ra, tim nhing ké rinh md bang quo trude céc cira nha
hay nhitng ké ngdi trong xe dau bén duong, Boi vi néu dém qua ong bi theo dai thi bay gior dng bi theo doi tiép [ didu hop Iy. Khong truc tiép. Thé nén
ong phai canh gidc. Nhung 6ng khong thiy ai ca.
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Sau do6 6ng di bo sudt duong sb Mot, vé& hudng Béc. Mit troi én cao phia tay phai. Ong ding ctra kinh cta céc cira hang nhu nhitng tAm guong dé
quan st phia sau hrng, Nhiéu ngudi di ctng hudng voi ong nhung khong c6 ai theo ddi ong. Ong doan di1 cho ké do 1 ai thi héin ciing s& chd 6ng &
quang trurdng, sin sang xéc nhan diéu ma hin da ch doi: Nhan chimg dén van phong ciia luat sur.

Voi phun nuée van dang chay. Cai hd gAn day mot nira. Nhimg vong hoa twéng niém van con & do, xep hang gon gang, thém mot ngay nita, phai nhat di
mdt tt, héo rii thém mot chit. Ong nghi ching s& duoc de & d6 trén dudi mot tuan. Cho t6i sau tang I8 cudi cing. R6i chiing s& duroc than trong mang di,
¢6 18 14 vao lic nira dém, va thanh phd s& tiép tuc doi sdng ciia nd.

Ong ngdi trén khoi d4 cia NBC mdt liic, quay lung lai toa nha cao tang, nhu mdt ké thira thoi gian vi dén sém. Ma ong dén som thét. Chi moi bay gior
bon muroi im. C6 nhitng ngudi khic ctng trong tinh canh nay. Ho ding loanh quanh, m6t minh hay thanh timg nhom hai hay ba ngudi, hit nhimg dicu
thube cudi cung, doc bao budi sang, ring minh 6n lanh trude cong viée nham chén hang ngay. Trude tién Reacher nhin nhiing ke dimg mt minh doc
bao. Do 1a cach nguy trang dé theo ddi kha ¢6 dién. Mac du theo quan diém ctia 6ng gio ddy nd can thay the bang Iot nguy trang méi: nguroi bi dudi ra
ngoai troi hit thuoe. Nhimg ke dimg hit thube gan 161 vao la nhiig nguoi tang hinh moi. Hay nhimg ke dang goi di dong. Ban c6 thé dimg dén gia voi
chiéc Nokia ké bén tai ma khong ai thic mac gi ca.

Sau ciing, ong chi y mot gi vira hit thude vira goi di dong. Ga la mbt ngudi thép lin khoang sau muroi tudi. C6 18 hon. M6t ngudi tan phé. Lic ndo
trong ga cling nhur cang ngudi ra ¢6 dimg thang. C6 18 do mdt chan throng ¢t song tir ngdy xura. Hay nhing dé xuwong suwdn gy bi nan lai cau tha tir
ngy xua. Du thé nao dinita, n6 limcho g trong khong thoai méi va cdu kinh. Ga khong phai 1 kiéu nguoi khodi tro chuyén dong dai. Nhung g dimg
d6, 6m dién thoai, n6i chuyén vu vo méi. Ga c6 mai tdc mong mau xam, moi cat nhung khong hop thoi trang chit nao. Ga khoac mot chiéc banh t6 dugc
cat may dat tién, nhung khong phai 6 My. N6 rong vai va ning né, qua day so vdi thoi tiét & ddy. C6 & & Ba Lan. Hay Hungary. Chéc chin i ¢ vimg
Pong Au. Ga c6 nurde da tréing va mau niit den. Doi mit khong hé liéc vé phia Reacher, dui chi mot n.

Reacher xem ddng ho. Bay gio nam muroi lim. Ong truot khoi tim da sang bong va budc vio khéch sanh ctia toa nha.

Grigor Linsky thoi khong gia vor nita va bam dién thoai goi tht sur.

Ga n6i, “Hén dang & ddy. Vira dilen.”

The Zec hoi, “Hén c6 thiy may khong?”

“Co, em chic chin.”

“Vay thi dirng dé hén thiy lin ndo nira. Gid' thi mayy an mit trong bong tdi thoi.”

Reacher thiy Helen Rodin da ngdi & ban. C6 trong dd yén vi, nhur thé ¢o dd & do tir lau rdi. C6 van mic chiée vest den I trude, nhung 4o trong thi
khac. N6 Ia mot chiée 4 ao khoét ¢ tron binh thirdng, khong bo. N6 mau xanh nhur men sir va tring voi mau miét ¢6. Toc ¢b dugc ot ra sau thanh mdt
chiéc dudi ngira. Ban gidy day nhitng cudn sach ludt. Co cuon ngira Ién, ¢6 cudn p xubng, Ching déu dé mo. C6 c6 chimg tam trang ghi chép do dang,
trén mdt cudn v& mau vang, Nhimng trich dan, ghi chép vé vu an, nhitng phén quyét, nhimg tién I&.

C06 noi, “James Barr da tinh lai. Rosemary goi t6i lic nim gio' sang nay.”

“Hén d4 noi gi chua?”

“Chi néi véi bac si Ho chira dé cho ai dén gin anh ta. Ngay ca Rosemary.”

“Con dam canh sat thi sa0?”

“Ho dang chd. Nhung t6i s& dén d6 trude. Toi khong thé dé anh ta n6i chuyén véi canh sat ma khong c6 ngudi dai dién.”
“Han n6i gi véi cc béc si?”

“Hén noi héin khong biét tai sao minh lai & d6. Réng héin Kkhong nhé didu gi vé ngiy thir Sau. Cac bac sinéi ho da du liéu trude diéu nay. Chimg mét tri
nh¢ 1 mbt khé ning Ion khi gap nhimg chén thirong & dau, c6 thé quén téi nhidu ngay trude ct chn throng, doi khi nhidu tuan.”

“Pidu d6 anh hudng gi t6i cdng viee cia ¢6?”

“Pura dén hai khé khin rat Ion. Thir nhat, hén c6 thé gia bo mit tri. Va dir sao, diéu d6 thit khé ma kiém tra duge. Thé nén toi dang tim mdt chuyén gia
dé tham khao y kién. Va néu héin khong gia bo, thi ching ta rt ket. Néu bay gid hin tinh tdo, va trude ddy hén ciing tinh tio nhung hin da quén mét mot
tuAn, thi im sao hin ¢ thé c6 duge mdt su xét Xt cong bé.ng? Hén s& khong thé tham dyr viée bién ho cho chinh minh. Lam sao dwoc khi hin khong
hiéu chit gi vé nhitng diéu moi ngudi dang néi. Va chinh quyén bang da déy hin vao hoan canh d6. Ho dé cho hin bj hinh hung. Diéu d6 xay ra trong
trai giam ctia ho. Ho khong thé 1am diéu d6 rdi ma van tiép tyc dua hin ra tda.”

“Cha c6 s& nghi nhur thé nao?”
“Ong 4y s& tranh d4u hét minh. RS rang 1 vay. Khong c6 cong td vién ndo chiu chip nhdn kha ning 1 chimg miét tri nhé ¢6 thé pha hong phién toa. Néu

khong, nguoi ta s& chop By cai ¢ nay. Ngudi ta s& tim cach dé bi danh nhir tir trong trai giam trudc khi dua ra xét xir. DOt nhién s& ching con ai nhé
duoc diéu gl.”



“Chuyén niy chic da timg xay ra trudc ddy.”

Helen git dau, “Ding véy.”

“Vay nhitng cubn sach ludt n6i thé nao?”

“Gior t6i dang doc day. Nhur anh thiy d6. Dusky kién chinh pha Hoa Ky, Wilson kién chinh pha Hoa Ky.”

3 6V é?’ b

“C6 rat nhiéu chit néu va chit nhung ”

Reacher khéng n6i gi. Helen nhin thing vao 6ng.

‘N6 dang vuot ra ngoai kiém sodt. Gio thi s& c6 mit phién toa d8 xét xtr mot phién toa. D6 1a mdt chuyén 10 s& ¢6 thé din dén tgi:n t(‘);l an téi cao. Toi
khong du trinh 6 cho dieu d6. Va t6i khdng nuon cé chuyén d6. Toi khong muon 1a mdt luat su g8 tdi cho than chu nhd nhiing tiéu tiét dé dan. Toi
khong phai loai d6 va n6 1a mot thir nhan hiu ma ngay bay gio toi chira muon rude vao.”

“Vay thi ctr tuyén b hin c6 i va mic ké moi chuyén.”

“Ti qua khi dng goi cho 61, t0i nghi sang nay ong s& dén day va ndi véi t6i ring hdn vo 1.

Reacher ndi, “Co dimng mo.”

Cb nhin ra chd khéc.

Ong n6i, “Tuy nhién.”

Co quay lai, “C¢ 'tuy nhién' nira a?”

Ong git dau, “Rui thay.”

“Tuy nhién cai gi?”

“Hin khong hoan toan c6 toi nhur t6i da nghi.”

“Sao lai thé?”

“Lay xe di, t6i s& chi cho ¢6 thiy.”

Ho ciing di xudng bai d4u xe dudi hém chi danh cho ngudi trong tda cao dc. Bén trong ¢ nhitng xe truyén hinh ctia NBC, va xe hoi, xe tai nho va xe thé
thao da dung nhicu doi nhi€u kiéu. C6 mot chi€c Mustang mui lat moi mau xanh, ¢6 dan nhan NBC trén kinh xe. Xe cia Ann Yanni, I}ién nhién, Reacher
nghi. Ding phong cach ¢4 ta. C6 ta c6 the de mui tran Ii trong nhitng ngay nghi, va kéo mui Ién trong nhiing ngay lam viéc, dé gitr ki€u toc khong bi
hong khi quay phim Titr phi c6 ta ding rat nhicu keo xit toc.

Xe ctia Helen Rodin 13 mot chiéc xe nhd miu xanh sam, tim thuong dén ndi Reacher khong biét hiéu gl Co I Ia mot chiéc Saturn. Trong nd bui bam va
cii. No la thir xe cua sinh vién moi ra truong, thir ma ngudi ta chi ding cho dén khi ho duge Anh rong lan dau, va tién thué xe hang thang tro nén c6 thé
kham duoc. Reacher hiéu rat 1 vé tién thué xe. Nhitng trin bong chay trén tivi chiéu rat nhiéu quang c4o. Quang c4o hién Ién sau mdi hiép va mbi lan
201 vao khu chuan bi.

Helen hoi, “Chiing ta di dau day?”

Reacher dap, “Vé huéng Nam.”

Ong déy ghé ngdi clia minh ra phia sau va d¢& bep nhicu thir finh tinh virong vai dui san xe. Ghé ngdi ciia 6 kéo sat gin tay K, mic dit c6 khong phai i
nguoi thap. The 1a dng gan nhur nhin ¢6 tir dang sau.

C5 hoi, “Ong biét duogc chuyén gi?”

Ong d4p, “Van dé khong phai i diéu t6i biét. Ma 1a diéu James Barr biét.”
“V& chuyén gi?”

“VE 61

C5 l4i ra khoi nha dé Xe va n}]ém v& huéng Nam, xudng con dudng song song voi dudng s6 Mot. Tam gid sang, dong xe ¢ van con déng, Nguoc chiéu
voi dong xe gio cao diém budi chiéu, chic vay.



C6 hoi, “James Barr biét gi vé ong?”

Ong d4p, “Mot dicu gi d6 khién hén mudn t6i c6 mit & day.”

“L& ra anh ta phai ghét ong moi phai”

“Chéc chin hén ghét t6i. Nhung hdn van mudn t6i co mit & ddy.”

Cb chay vé hudng Nam, nhim vé phia dong song,

Reacher ndi, “Trudc d6 hin chua bao gior gip t6i. Khong bao gior gip lai t6i sau d6. Ching t6i biét nhau trong ba tuin, hon murdi bon nam vé trude.”
“Anh ta biét ong voi tu cach mot diéu tra vién. Nguoi pha duoc mot vu an gay go.”

“Viy an ma hin nghi |3 khong thé pha duoc. Han theo dai t6i im vu d6 timg bude mot. Han ngdi hang ghé dau. Han nghi t6i 1 mot thién tai didu tra.”
“D6 14 Iy do anh ta mudn 6ng c6 mit & day a2

Reacher git dau, “T6i thirc sudt dém qua dé thir dt minh vao vi tri ctia hén.”

Ho chay qua song trén mdt khung cau sét dai. Mat trdi & bén trai ho. Cau tau bén tay phéai. Dong nurde xam tir tir chiy qua n limg 1.

Reacher néi, “Gio thi chay vé hudng Tay di.”

C6 1& phai vao con duong hai in xe ctia hat. C6 nhitng cira hing ban mdi cau bén boy song va nhitng quéan ban thit nuéng, bia, va nude da.

C6 n6i, “Nhung vu 4n ndy da duogc pha xong rdi. Anh ta biét vay m.

Reacher n6i, “Vu niy chi méi dwoc pha mot nira. D6 a nhing gi hén biét.”

“Mot nira 4?7

Reacher gat dau, mic du 6ng dang ngdi phia sau co.

Ong n6i, “C6 nhiéu diéu trong vu ndy hon nhirng gi Emerson thay. Barr mudn mdt ai khéc hiéu dugc diéu d6. Nhung ludt su dau tién cta han lai 0 B qud.
Ong ta khong may quan tam. D6 1a ly do khién Barr tr¢ nén gidn dit.”

“C6 thém diéu gi nira?”

“To6i s& cho co thiy.”

“Nhiéu lima?”

“T6i cho 1a vay.”

“VAy tai sao anh ta khong dua nhing dit kién do ra, du ching i diéu gi di nira?”

“Boi vi hin khong thé. Va boi vi di sao di nira ciing khong c6 ai tin hén.”

“Tai sao? Cai khi gi dang xay ra & day vay?”

C6 mdt cai giao 16 bdn vong xuyén & trude mit, ding nhur ong da hy vong

Ong lap lai, “T6i s& chi cho ¢ xem R& sang phia Bic vao xa 19.”

C6 nhén ga 1én doan déc rdi nhip vao dong xe dang hru thong. C6 mdt dong xe hon hop xudi vé huéng Bic. Xe tai muoi tam banh, xe thing, xe tai
hang nhe, xe hoi. Con dudng vurot qua dong song trd lai trén mot chiéc ciubé tong. CAu tau 4n hién xa xa trong tam it vé huéng Dong, Trung tAm
thanh phd trude mit, vé phia tay phai. Xa 16 vuron Ién thoai thoai trén nhing chiéc cot chdng. Helen chay thing vé phia trude, mai ctia céc toa nha thp
bén ria thanh phd chay vut qua hai bén.

Reacher n6i, “Chuén bi r& vao con duong nho chay sau lung thu vién nhé.”

N6 s¢ I Ioi & nam bén tay phai, duge bio true biing tam bien chi duong. Vach diit phan chia Fan xe bén phi v lan xe gita bien thanh mot vach lien
Roi vach lién bién thanh mot hinh ném hep. Dong xe chay théng bi day vé lan trai. Loi r& chay hoi nghiéng vé bén phai. Ho theo 161 6. Hinh ném md rong
ra trd thanh mot ddo phan dong day nhirng dudng xién tring. Phia trude 1 nhitng lin bao cho xe toan canh nhau ¢ tbe d6 cao qua chd ngoat. Céc k§ sur

c6ng chinh da suy nghi cin giam téc d6 mau vang, Ho virot qua ching, vao con duong nhé chay vong phia sau thur vién. Reacher tré minh trén ghé va
nhin kinh chiéu hau. Khong ¢ ai chay theo ho.



Ong n6i, “Chay cham thoi.”

Thém chimg hai trdm thurde nira con duong nho bt d4u cua vong, phia sau thu vién, phia sau toa cao d¢ kinh den. Mt dwong dii rong cho hai lin xe.
Nhung vong ban kinh lai qua chat dé hai lan xe chay an toan canh nhau ¢ toc d6 cao qua cho ngodt. Cac k¥ sur cong chinh da suy nghi can k& hon vé
dicu nay. Ho dé nghi lam thém mdt duong cong thoai hon. Ho da thict ké mot lan xe don cat qua cho ngoét. N6 hoi rong hon lan xe binh thuong dé
phong ngtra nhitng phan doén sai ctia ngudi hru thong, N6 bat dau tir rat xa bén tréi ho, 161 dot ngdt tat vé bén phai va cat qua dinh ctia doan cua véi
mot d§ cong nhd hon.

Reacher ndi, “Gio thi chay that cham nhé.”

Chiéc xe chim lai. Péng trrde ho rt xa, phia bén trai & mot do phén cach hinh vang tréing khuyét. Bat dau ngay ké bén ho, vé phia tay phai & mot dao
phén céch hinh mdt tam giac hep va dai. Chi la nhitng vach son trén nén duodng, nhung ching hudng dan va giit cho ngudi ta an toan.

Reacher ndi, “Ghé vao. O ddy, ngay bén phai.”
Helen n6i, “Pau duoc dimng & day.”
“Lam nhur 1 xe bi xep 16p. Cr ghé vio. Ngay day.”

C6 phanh gip, danh i va 18 vio khoang tréng v6i nhitng vach tring xién bén tay phai ho. Ho cam thiy nhitng vach son day nay én dudi banh xe. Mot
nhip di¢u rung rinh nhe. N6 cham dan theo toc d§ phai vach xe.

C6 dimg hin xe.

Reacher n6i, “Lii lai mot chit.”

C6 i xe lai nhur thé ¢6 dau song song véi duong chiin bing bé tong,

Reacher néi, “Gio thi nhich 1én khoang mdt thurde.”

C6 cho xe nhich Ién.

Ong néi, “OK.”
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Chuwong 11

Ong quay ctra kinh xudng. Lan dudng bén tay trai ctia ho sach s& va phing phiu, nhung khoang phan cach noi ho dau xe lai phit day da damy, réc va bui
do nhitng chiéc xe chay ngang phu 1én n6 tir nhidu nam. Lon, v6 chai, tim chiin bin va nhitng vun dén xe v& hay nhimg ménh nhura tir nhitng vu va cham
cach nay da lAu. Ngoai xa, vé phia tay trai, lan xe thing chay vé phia Bic trén mot duong riéng. Noi dé c6 mot dong xe ndi nhau lién tuc. Nhung ho ngdi
sudt mdt phit moi lai c6 nguoi di trén con dudng ma ho d di. Mot chiée xe tai don doc chay sat bén tay trai ctia ho khién ho rung Ién boi ap Iuc khong
khi. R6i doan dudng ving Bing trd lai.

Reacher néi, “Kha yén tinh.”

Helen n6i, “Ludn luon nhur vay. Poan duong niy khong dan dén noi ndo mé ngudi ta can di. That i phi tién. Nhung chéic ho lic ndo ciing phéi xay dung
mot thir gi d6.”

Reacher n6i, “Nhin xudng dudi kia.”

Xa 16 duge bic trén nhitng cdy cot chdng cao. Nén dudng cao hon mit dit khoang ching bdn muroi bd. Tudng chén cao ba bo. Bén 1ngoai no, vé phia
trude va bén tay phai cta ho, 14 tang trén clia toa nha thu vién. Mot cai g mai cau ky, duoc cham khac bang da voi va mot mai nha bang da phién. Nhin
ching gan nhu the chi véi tay ra la cham dugc.

Helen hoi, “Cai gi?”

Reacher chi bang ngon céi 101 nga ngudi ra sau dé o co thé nhin qua ngudi ong. Ngay phia bén phai ho quang truong hién ra tron ven khong c6 gi can

trd, voi mot dudng ngim thing hoan hao doc theo c¢b chai hep giita du cai hd canh va birc turdng ciia quang truong, Va ding sau n6, thing trude mit
canh cira ctia vin phong S Péang kiém.
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Reacher ndi, “James Barr timg 13 m0t tay bin tia. Khong gioi nhét, cing khong t& nhat, nhung hén i mdt ngudi linh va da dugc huép luyén hon nam ném
Va huan luyén c6 myc dich riéng. N6 bien nhimg ngu6i khong nhat thiet phai tinh nhanh lim thanh ra ¢6 vé tinh nhanh bang cach nh6i nhét mit so nguyén
tac chién thudt can ban vao dau hg. Cho dén khi ching trd thanh ban ning,”

“T6i khong hiéu.”

“Pay | noi mt tay ban tia duoc huén luyén s& chon barL O trén cao nay, trén xa 10. Boi vi tir chd nay nhitng myc tiéu budc thing vé phia hdn trén mot
duong thang, Mot duong ndi dudi nhau, di vao cai ¢6 chai. Han bat dau véi mot diém ngim, va khong phai thay doi no. Nhirng myc tiéu bude thing vao
d6, hét nguoi ndy dén ngudi khac. Bin ngang thi kho hon nhleu Muc tiéu di tir bén phai qua bén trai trwde mét hén, twong dbi nhanh, hén phéi tinh toan
cho d6 1éch thoi gian, hin phai dich chuyén khau sting sau mbi phét dan.”

“Nhung anh ta da khong bén tir chd nay.”

“Chinh 14 t6i mudn ndi thé. L& ra héin phai bin & ddy, nhung cudi ciing lai khong

“Vay thi sa0?”

“Hén c6 mot chiéc minivan. L& ra hén phai dau ngay ¢ noi chiing ta dimg hién nay. Ding ngay diém ndy. L& ra héin phai tréo ra bang ghé sau va mo canh
cua trugt. L& ra hanplmbanra tir trong xe, Helen a. Kinh xe ¢6 mau. May chiéc xe it 6i chay ngang qua s& khong nhin thiy gi ca. L& ra hanphalban
sau phat dan do, véi tr the ngim dé dang hon nhidu, va sau c4i vo dan vangra s ndm lai frong xe, va roi hén chi viéc dong cira, leo 1én ghé trén va lai di.
Péy s& la mot vi trf ban t6t hon nhidu va hén s& khong dé lai mdt diu vét gi. Khong mot bang chimg hiru hinh ndo, boi vi khong ¢6 thir gi dung cham vio
nhau chi trir nhitng banh xe cua han cham vao mat duong thoi.”

“O day xa hon. Tam ban can thiét xa hon nhiéu.”

“Khoang bay muroi thude. Barr ¢6 khé ning bn tring tir khoang cach xa hon thé ndy gAp nam Jan. Bét ctr tay bén tia trong quan doi no ciing vay. V6i
mot khdu M1A Super Match, bay muroi thude 1 mot khoang cach khong dang ké.”

“Ai d6 c6 thé ghi lai sb xe cia anh ta. Phéi c6 it nhét vai xe qua lai. Saundy, ho 6 thé nhé anh ta da ¢ mét & dy.”

“Bang s6 xe ctia hin dinh dAy bimn. Chéc héin c6 chiry. Nhur thé s& chay thodt trong nhéy mt. Chi trong néim phit héin s& céch xa noi néy ndm dgm. Tién
hon nhi€u so vdi len lach trong dong xe cd trén nhitng con dudng bén dudi.”

Helen khong néi gi.

Reacher noi, “Va hén nghi troi s& néng, Co 161 v6i ti troi thurong néng. Nam gioy chiéu, it trdi s& ¢ huéng Ty, sau lung hén. Hin s& quay hung vé phia
anh nang ma ban. D6 1a Iya chon ty nhién doi voi mdt tay ban tia.”

“Nhiéu lc troi mura.”

“Thi ciing tot luon. Mura s& x0a diu banh xe cta hén. Du sao di nira thi I8 ra hin ciing phai & trén ndy, trong chiéc xe ctia hin. Moi Iy do trén doi déu cho
thay rang hén phai ¢ trong chiéc xe ctia han ¢ trén nay.”

“‘Nhung anh ta da khong lam véy.”

“R& rang 1a thé.”

“Tai sao anh ta khong lam vay?”

“Ching ta nén tré vé& vin phong ctia ¢6. D6 1 noi ¢6 cn ¢6 mit lic ndy. C6 ¢6 rat nhiéu ké hoach phai vach ra.”

Helen Rodin ngdi vio ban gidly. Reacher budc dén cira s6 nhin ra quang truong, Tim gi dan 6ng tit nguyén miic do vest. Khong thiy gi.

Helen hoi, “K¢é hoach gi day? Barr da chon dia diém bin, chi ¢6 vy thoi, va d6 khong phai mdt ya chon tt, theo ong, theo mdt Iy thuyét quan doi tir
muroi bon ndm trude ma chac han anh ta da quén het tir ngy giai ngii.”

Reacher ndi, “Ho khong quén dau.”

“T6i khong tin.”

“P6 I Iy do hin khong cong tac voi Chapman. Chapran ciing khong tin nhur vay. D6 1 1y do hin da doi ¢6 t6i.”

“Va ong thi tin ha?”

“T6i dang xem xét tinh hudng mdt tay bin tia duoc dao tao lai bd qua mot dia diém tuyét hao dé chon mdt chd & hon nhidu.”

“Anh ta da chon bai d4u xe & Kuwait City. Chinh 6ng da noi thé.”



“Boi khi do, dy 12 mdt dia diém tot. N6 nam trure dién v6i canh cira clia toa chung cu. Bdn gi kia di thang vé phia hin. Ho ngd xudng nhu nhitng con
bai domino.”

“Da mudi bén ndim sau rdi. Anh ta khong con giéi nhur trude ddy. Chi c6 thé thoi”

Reacher lap lai, “Ho khdng quén dau.”

“Du sao di nira, lim sao diéu nay khién anh ta it t6i 16i hon duoc?”

“Bai vi néu mit ké chon phurong 4n B té hai, thay vi chon phuong an A tuyét hao, thi phai co Iy do. Va c6 Iy do nghiia 1 ¢6 diéu can tim hiéu.”

“Lydo ctiaanhta la gi?”

“P6 phai la mot Iy do that t6t, phai khong nao? Bai vi hiin tir giam minh trong mot toa nha, thdp hon nit phd, trong mdt khu chét nich, chd ngim ban
kho hon nhiéu, trong mdt noi ma cac diic tinh khién n6 tré thanh hién truong toi ac t6t nhit ma mot tay o luyén hai muroi ndm nhu Emerson timg durgc
thiy.”

“OK, n6i cho t6i biét vi sao anh ta am nhur vay?”

“Boi vi diing I hiin ¢b giing dé lai moi bang chimg ma hin ¢6 thé.”

C6 tron miét nhin 6ng, “Piéu do that 1 dién rd.”

“N6 I mot hién trrong t6i ac hoan héo. Moi ngudi qua vui mirg vi né hoan héo dén thé, dén ndi ho khong binh tinh lai ma nhén ra n6 hoan hao qua
nre. K€ ca t6i. N6 b nhur 1 Gido trinh dai cuong vé Hién truong t0i ac vdy. NO y nhur thir Be]lgmtonio ¢6 & da hoc khi moi vao dai hoc. N6 hoan hio
dén khong tin noi. Moi thir trong d6 déu khong 6n. Nhur I, tai sao han lai mic o mura? Troi thi amap, khong mua va han lai ¢ trong xe, khong hé bude
ra ngoai. Hién miic 4o mura dé c6 thé ca nhimg 1 méu sé vai dic biét Ay Ién cdy cot. Tai sao hén lai mang doi gidy ngd ngan d6? Cir nhin mbt d6i giay nhur
thé va ai ciing biét n6 dinh theo moi thir ngu ngde nhat chung quanh. Tai sao hén banra tir trong bong t6i? Han lam vay dé ngudi ta c6 thé thdy chop hira
dAu nong va xéc dinh ngay dia diém de’ sau dé ho c6 thé Ién d6 va tim thAy moi ddu vét con lai. Tai sao hén co k}]au stng Ién tuong? Khéu sting d6 déng
gia hai nghin nAm tram d6 la. Tai sao han khong mang céi try chin duong theo? Némnd vao sau thing xe con dé hon nhiéu dé n6 lai do.”

Helen n6i, “Dung 14 dién 1d.”

Reacher dép, “Hai diéu cubi ctng lam t6i doan chic. Tai sao hin lai tra tién dau xe? Piéu d6 lam cho 61 thic mic tir e ban dAu. Y t6i 13, ¢6 ai di im
dleu d6? Nhung hin thi ¢6. Va hin am nhu thé chi nhim muc dich dé lai thém mot dau vét nho nita. Moi cach giai thich khac déu khong co ly. Hin
muon dé lai mbt ddng xu c6 dau tay hén trén d6. Chi dé thit mdt cai it xinh xinh tdm gon moi chuyén. Pé gin nd v6i cai vo dan ma chic hin hin ciing
cb ydé laido.”

“N6 roi xubng mot cai khe.”

“Hin hoan toan ¢6 thé iy n6 ra. Cé rit nhiéu miu ddy dién ndm quanh d6, theo bao cdo ctia Bellantonio. Viée d6 chi mét mot gidy rudi thoi.”

Helen ngimg gidy lat. “Diéu kia i g?”

“Cainay don gian thoi, mot khi da nhin qua dAu ding ctia chiéc 6 ong phom. Han mudn nhim t6i ci hd tu hudng Nam, chir khong nhin tir hudng Tay.
Péy I diéu v ciing quan trong, Hin nmudn nhim t6i nd theo chidu doc, chir khong theo chiéu ngang.”

“Tai sao?”

“Boi vi khong phai hdn ban truot, Helen a. Han ¢b y bin xuong hd. Han mu6n ban mdt dau dan Xuong dudi nude, theo truc chéo dai, tir mit goc thép,
nhu I mot thing thir dan dao, dé cho sau ndy nguoi ta c6 thé tim thiy 1o, nguyen ven. Lam thé dé n6 c6 thé gin nong stng cua hén véi toi ac. Ban theo
chidu ngang s& khong thure hién dugc didu nay. Xuyén qua mrde khong du liu. Dau dan s& dap manh vao tuong, N6 c6 thé bi hong di.”

“Nhung tai sao anh ta lai im tit ca nhimg thtr quai quy d6?”

Reacher khong dap.

“Hbi han ching? Vi mudi bon nim vé trude? Dé nguoi ta ¢6 thé tim thiy va trimg phat anh ta?”

Reacher [ic dau, “Néu vy hén s& thi toi ngay khi ngudi ta tim thay. Mot ngudi n nén s& sin sang thi toi.”
“Vay thi tai sao anh ta lai lam nhiing chuyén d6?”

“Bai hin bj bude phai im, Helen 4. Pon gian nhur thé thoi.”

Cb tron n¥it nhin 6ng.

Reacher n6i, “Mot ké nao dé da bude han lam. Han b bude m chuyén d6 va hén bi bude phéi nhén phan 16i. Han bj bude vé nha va cho bi bt sau do.



D6 12 Iy do tai sao han udng thude ngli. Néu khong han hin da ni dién Ién néu cir phai ngdi d6 chd bi tom.”

Helen Rodin khong ndi gi.

Reacher n6i, “Hén b cudng bach. Tin t6i di. D6 1a cach gai thich hop ly duy nhét. Hin khong phai la mbt ga khimg hanh dong mt minh. D6 1a ly do tai
sao hén ndi Ho bt nhamngtrm 10, D6 13 mdt thong diép. Hin dang hy vong mot ai d6 s& hiéu ra. Han mu6n ni rang ho nén di tim ké kia. K¢é da bude
hén lam diéu d6. Ké ma hén cho ring déng trimg tri hon.”

Helen Rodin khong néi gi.

Reacher noi, “Ké gidt ddy con roi.”

Tir cira s, Reacher kiem tra quang trudng in nita. Cai ho canh da ddy duoc hai phan ba. Dai nude dang Fp Fnh vui nhon. Mat trdi da bi che khuét.
Khéng ¢ ngurdi ndo lai vang trong tam mat ong,

Helen Rodin dimg Ién sau chiéc ban.

Cb ndi, “Toi nén nhay cang Ién vi vui mGi phéi.”

“Hén van da giét ndm nguoi.”

“Nhung néu sy cudng bach 1 c6 that, thi né s& giip anh ta.”

Reacher khong ndi gi.

“Ong nghin6 14 gi ndo? Mot sur thach d6 a2 Mot kiéu tim cam giac manh?”’

Reacher d4p, “C6 thé. Nhung toi khong nghi thé. Trude hét James Barr da qud tudi Qén hai muroi ndim cho nhitng tro thach d6. 6 1 chuyén con nit. Va
du sao dinira ching ciling s& lam dicu d6 trén xa 15. Chiing s& muon song s6t dé 1am Ian nira.”

“Vay thi diéu d6 1a cai gi?”

“Mot didu gl d6 hoan toan khac. Mot diéu nghiém trong.”
“*Chiing ta c6 nén ké chuyén nay v6i Emerson khong?”’
Reacher dap, “Khong,”

“T6i nghif a nén.”

“C6 nhitng Iy do khéng nén lam diéu d6.”

“Nhur 27

“Mot 13, Emerson da ¢6 duogc van bai dep nhit ni ong ta timg thiy. Bay gio ng ta s& khong ngdi thio tung lai tir diu dau. Khong 6 tay cémno chiu
Vay_”

“Vay thi chiing ta nén lam gi day?”

Reacher dap, “Ching ta nén ty hoi minh ba cau héi can ban. Nhur 14, ai, thé ndo, va tai sao. PG [a mdt thoa thuan. Ching ta can tim hiéu ai a nguoi cd
loi. Boi vi James Barr chac chan 3 khdng duoc gi.”

“Ai thi ciing chinh | ké da sap dat nhimg ga kia choi 6ng t6i hom qua. Boi vi hén hai Iong voi dién bién ciia thoa thuén d6, va hén khong mudn x6i hong
bong khong vi mt ké la nao d6 chen vao.”

Reacher dap, “Chinh xac.”

“Vay thi t6i can timké d6.”

“Ciing chua chéc c6 da nén lim dau.”

“Tai sao khong?”

Reacher ndi, “Diéu do6 ¢6 thé giét than chii ciia ¢d.”

“Anh ta dang ¢ bénh vién, duoc canh gic k¥ ca ngiy An dém.”

“Than chi ctia ¢6 khong phai James Barr. Ma 1a Rosemary Barr. C6 can suy nghi xem 1i de doa kiéu gi m6i ¢6 thé khién James Barr lim viy. May méin



nhét thi héin ciing dang doi dién v6i an chung than khong tai ngoai. Té nhat thi ngdi ghé dién. Han da biét trude nhur thé. Han khong the khong bict. Vay
thi tai sao han van lam theo? Tai sao han ngoan ngoan budc vao moi chuyén réc roi nay? N6 phai a mdt 10i de doa cyc ky dang so, Helena. Va dicu gi
1a thir duy nhat ma Barr ¢6 thé mat? Khong v, khong con, khong ngurdi than. Ngoai trir ¢6 em gai.”

Helen Rodin khong noi gi.

‘Hénbisaigiu im ling cho t6i cung. RS rang la vdy. D6 Ia Iy do visao hén doi tim t6i. N6 nhur 12 mot thong diép duoc ma hoa. Boiwconréitlnkhong
thé mo miéng n6i vé ké giat day, khong noi trong lc nay, méi méi khong noi, boi vi sy de doa van con do. Toi nghi hén dang danh dbi mang minh cho
em gai. Cai ndy im kho 6 day. Néu keé giat diy ma thiy co xen vao, hdn s& nghi i con r6i d mo miéng, D6 1 Iy do vi sao ¢6 khong thé dén voi
Emerson.”

“Nhung con rdi dau c¢6 mo miéng. Ong suy ludn ra ma.”

“Ching ta ctr viée thong bao dicu nay trén bao chi. Thir nghi xem ai ma tin?”

“Vay thi toi nén lam gj day?”
Reacher d4p, “Khong lim gi ca. C6 khong thé 1am gi ca. Boi vi co cang cd ging gitip James Barr thi c6 cang dé lam cho Rosenmary bi giét vi diéu do.”
Helen Rodin khong néi gi mot ic lau.

C6 hoi, “Ching ta ¢6 thé bao vé ¢6 Ay khong?”
Reacher dap, “Khong, ching ta khong di sirc. Ta chi c6 hai ngudi. Ching ta can it nbét 1 bon ngudi, va mdt ngdi nha an toan. Ca mit dong tién diy.”

Helen Rodin tir sau ban bude ra. Di vong quanh 1di dimg ké bén Reacher, nhin ra cira sb. C6 diit ban tay én ngudng cira, nhe nhang, nhur nghé st
duong cam dit tay Ién phim dan. Roi ¢6 xoay nguoi tyra vao it kinh. Co téa mii thom nhe nhe. Mot mii hirong thanh thoét hoi giong miii xa phong,

C6 1n6i, “Ong c6 thé di tim hdn.”

Ong hoi lai, “T6i u?” Giong n6i ciia 6ng khong biéu 16 didu gi.

C6 gat dau. “Héin pham mot sai lim. Han cho dng mot cdi ¢ khong lién quan gi véi James Barr ca. thoi.” Khong tryc tiép. Hén dan céanh miy thing
nhoc d6 choi 6ng. Do d6 6ng c6 mot ly do chinh dang d€ tim ra ke thué ching. Mot ly do riéng. Ong c6 thé theo dudi hin va han chua chac da ket ludn
rang James Barr 3 mo mi¢ng,”

“Toi khong dén ddy dé gitip bi céo.”

“Vay thi ctr coi 1a giip dd bén budce i di. Néu ca hai nguoi ctng dinh vao, thi ca hai phai cting chiu t6i. Chir sao lai dé g kho 1anh t61 mot minh?”
Reacher khong dap.

Helen n6i tiép, “Thé thi hdly xem nhur 13 dng gitp 61 viy.”

Grigor Linsky bam dién thoai di dong.

Ga noi, “Chiiing trd vao vin phong ctia con nhod 16i. Em c6 thé thiy ca hai dimg & cira s6.”

Ban dang doc truyén Mot Phdt Mot Mang dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Chuong 12

Chuong 6

Reacher di thang méy Ién tAng trén cling ctia toa cao dc kinh den va tim thiy mot cau thang bao tri dan Ién san thuong. Ong chui ra qua mdt can budng
bé ti bang kim loai hinh tam giac bén canh bon nure va thiét bj van hanh thang méy. San thwong bang gidy dau méu xim rai da dam N6 1 ting thir muoi
lam, chiéu cao khong déng ké néu so vdi céc thanh phd khic. Nhung nd cho cam giac nhu thé day 1 diém cao nhit Indiana. Ong c6 thé thiy con séng &
phia Nam. V& phia Nam va phia Tay, 6ng c6 thé thay noi dudng xa 16 tach ra. Ong budc dén goc Tay Bac, gi6 tat vao mit ong, thdi cho chiéc 4o dan
sét vao than thé ong, va chiéc quin dan sat vao doi chan. Ngay bén dudi ong, nhanh 1& ciia xa 16 udn cong phia sau thur vién va toa nha cao ting rdi chay
vé huéng Pong, Xa hon nita 1 dudng xa 16 chay vé hudng Bic khoang hai dam rdi t6i mdt giao 16 bdn vong xuyén trong dam swong mis. Mot nhanh
duong thing va dai tach khoi giao 16 va chay théing vé& huéng dng. Ong ghi nhé vi tri ciia n6 trong dau, vi d6 1 con dudng ma ong can.
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Ong di thang may xudng khach sanh r6i bat dau di by. Dudi duong khong khi Am ap va yén king. Ong di vé hudng Béc roi Tay, c6 nghia 1 6ng con
cach quan bar thé thao mdt khbi nha. Con dudng ma 6ng can hién ra & mdt goc hep phia Nam quén bar va dan 6ng qua huréng khéc. N6 thing va rong,
Bén lan duong, O phia gin khu thurong mai nhit, nd ¢6 nhiing co sé kinh doanh nhd xudng cap. Mot tiém béan sting ¢6 giing hrdi mét cdo day trén céc
clra 0. Mot tiém cat toc o thm bang: Moi kiéu, chi 7 d6 la. Mot khu phong tro kiéu xura trén mot khoang dét ngay xura chic & ngay ria thanh phé. ROi
dén mdt con dudng xAu bing ngang va phia bén kia con dudng, nhitng 16 dét trd nén Ién rong hon va céc toa nha ciing moi hon. Khu vire thirong mai
moi toanh. Khong con nha chira cho thué, khong c6 gi can gidt sap. Xua 1 ving dét trinh nguyén, gios thi da p kin roi.

Ong tiép tuc di va sau mdt dam thi di qua mdt tiém bén thirc &n nhanh cho ki xe. Roi dén mdt cira hang ban I6p xe. Bon 10p 99 dd la! Roi dén mot tigm
thay dau nhét xe va mot dai ly cac xe loai nho cia Han Quéc. Bao dam tot nhat nuée M§! Ong nhin lén phia trrde mat, vi doan rang minh dang dén gan
1oL

Co la gai goia?
Pimg hong. Em 13m & chd ctra hang ban phu ting xe.

Khong phai la mjt cira hang ban phu ting xe. Ma la chd cira hang ban phy ting xe. C6 & chi ¢6 mdt hang duy nhét, hay #t ra ciing 14 cira hang chinh
trong vimg, Ctra hang o nhat. Trong bat cir thanh phd ndo, d6 ciing i cira hing nim ngay trén cing mjt con duodng ¢o cac tiémban 16p xe va dai Iy xe
va tiém thay dau nhot. Va trong bét cir thanh phd ndo, d6 ciiing i con duong 16n va méi, ndm gan giao 16 bon vong xuyén. Khéng thanh phd nao gidng
nhau ca, nhung chiing van giong hét nhau.

Ong mat murdi phit dé di ngang qua bai ban xe Ford c6 khoang mdt nghin chiéc xe tai hang nhe mdi tinh ndm thing hang k& bén nhau, banh tnrdc gic
1én nhitng thang déc. Phia sau ching l mdt con khi ot bom hoi khong 16 dugc cot xudng bang nhitng day cap dé neo hinh ndm. Nhing soi cap dugc
¢t cac I cd dudi nheo gin kim tuyén trang tri. Déng sau nhig chiéc xe méi 1 nhitng chiéc xe cii. Hang mang dén d6i b tién, Reacher nghi, dang chd
chit m6i. Pang sau 16 dat da c6 chii | mdt con duong cach hoa.

Va r6i dén mdt cira hang ban phy ting xe.

N6 Ia mjt cira hang dai ly iy quyen, dai va thip, sach s& gon gang. Trén 16 dét co rai nhya dudng moi, nhimg thong béo hang ha gid dan trén cac ctra
s6. o loc nhét gié ré, hoa chét chong dong gid ré, bd phan phanh dugc bao hanh, 4 dc quy xe tai tudi tho cao. Trong bai, xe d4u kin mot phén tw. Co
nhitng chiéc xe Honda mép méo ¢6 dng khoi to va bong dén trude mau xanh va 5p xe cao su trén banh bang crom. Co nhitng chlec xe tai nhe nghiéng
sang mOt bén vi gy 1o xo. C6 nhing chic xe ta da chay qua mitc hai trim rudi nghin ddm Hai ch1ec xe nam ¢ doc bén nhau & cudi bai. Reacher doan
rang ching 14 xe cta nhén vién cira hang, Ho khong duoc phép déu xe ¢ nhimng chd quan trong ndm & mit tién va trung tam, nhung ho mubn xe ctia minh
ndm trong tammat nhin duoc qua cira s6. Mot chiéc 1a chiéc Chevy bén may, con chiée kia i mot chiée Toyota thé thao nho. Chiéc Chevy c6 hinh
nhitng a dan ba nim ngira bang crém trén tm chin bin, vi thé chiéc Toyota con lai 1 xe ctia ¢b toc do. D6 1 két uan ctia Reacher.

Ong budc vao cira hang, May diéu hoa dugc dé rit lanh va khong khi ndng miii héa chét. Cé chimg nira ta khach hing dang xem hang loanh quanh. O
mit trude tiém bay nhitng ké chit ddy do vat bang kinh va crém. Méy thir trang strc, Reacher nghi vay. Phia sau i nhimg ké chira hang dung trong cac
hop bia cimg miu do. Bia con, mé phanh, dng bo tan nhiét, nhitng thir dai loai nhur thé, ong nghi. D6 phu ting. Ong chura bao gid thay phu ting xe.
Trong quan ddi c6 ngudi lam viée d6 cho dng, va tir khi rdi quan doi 6ng chua timg c6 xe riéng,

O gitta nhirg mon hiao nhoang va nhirmg mon chén ngit | mdt khu phuc vu do bon c4i ban gin lai v6i nhau. C6 méy tinh tién, méy vi tinh va nhimg cuén
sach chi dan day cop. Mot tén thanh nién cao khong dimg sau mit trong nhitng chiéc may vi tinh, gi chimg do trén hai nroi. ’Khong phai mot trong dam
Reacher da gip. Khong thuje s ndm tén trong quéan bar thé thao. Chi 1 mdt tén thanh nién binh thurong, Ga trong ¢6 vé 1 sép & ddy. Ga danh chiée
quan yém mau d6. Pong phuc, Reacher nghi, nira thre tién, nira goi nhéc t6i thir trang phyc danh cho mot k§ thudt vién chinh trén duong dua Indy 500.

Nhur a mt biéu tuong. Nhu mot hira hen ngamve sur phuc vu nhanh chong va hiéu qua vé moi van dé may moc xe co. Reacher nght ¢ la tay quan ly.
Khong phai I chu cira hang Néu khong da chang 1i chiéc Chevy bon méy. Tén gi dugc théu trén nguc trai: Gary. Nhin gin, gi tréng cdc can va khong

sot sang.

Reacher néi, “T6i can gap Sandy, c6 nho toc do.”
Gary dap, “Gio n6 dang lam viéc bén trong.”

“T6i di vao trong gip hay cau s& goi cd 4y cho t6i?”
“Chuyén gi vay?”

“Chuyén riéng.”

“N6 t6i day dé lam viée.”

“Pay | vin dé phap Iy.”

“Ong khong phai i com.”

“T61 lam viéc cho mit luat su.”

“T6i can xem gidy tor tiy thin ctia 6ng.”



“Cau khong can dau, Gary. Cau can di goi Sandykia.”

“Toi khong di duge. Hom nay t6i thiéu nguoi.”

“Cau c6 thé goi dién cho c6 dy. Hay nhén tin.”

Ga Gary chi dimg yén. Khong lam gi ca. Reacher nhin vai, di bing qua quiy va tién thing dén canh ctra phia sau c6 d& chit Khong phan sy mién vio.
N6 c6 thé 1y mdt phong lam viéc hay mot phong an, 6ng doan vay. Khong phai la nha kho. V61 mot cira hang nhur thé nay, hang hoa dugc chat thing lén
cac ké. Khong c6 nha kho 4n. Reacher biét cac ctra hing ban 1é hién dai hoat dong ra sao. Ong doc hét nhitng to bao ngudi ta dé lai trén xe buyt va
trong cac quan an.

N6 B mot phong Bam vige, kha nho, ¢6 & mdi chiéu muroi thure, mdt cai ban to, bang vén ép miu tréing choan gin hét phong, dinh day nhirng déu tay
dau md. Sandy dang ngbi sau ban, cling van quan yémdo. D6 ctia c6 trong kha hon b d6 cua Gary. Mot soi day nit that chét ngang eo ¢6. Day kéo dé
ho khoang hai chuc phén. Téncod duoc théu bén ngure trdi, trong bét nit hon ten ctia Gary nhicu. Reacher nghi néu 6ng lam chu ctra hang nay, ong s& dé
Sandy dirng quay va d6i cho cho Gary ngoi trong phong sau, chuyén d6 khéi ban.

Ong n6i, “Chiing ta lai gip nhau.”

Sandy khong dap. Chi nguée nhin ong. C6 ta dang tinh toan cac hoa don. Co mot chdng héa don dé bén tay trdi c0, va mjt chdng khac bén tay phai.
Tay ¢6 cammot to, n6 khyng lai nira chimg trén duong tir chong ndy qua chong kia. €6 trong nho nhan hon la Reacher nhé durgv, it 101 hon, bét hung
phan hon, budn té hon. Xep kp.

Ong néi, “Chiing ta cin n6i chuyén, dtng khéng nhi?”

C6 déap, “Toi xin 161 vé chuyén da xay ra.”

“Dirng xin 16i. Toi khong gidn dau. Toi chi mudn biét dau dudi chuyén nhu thé nio thoi.”

“T6i khong biét gi ca.”

“Cb biét ddy, Sandy a. C6 ¢6 mit & d6 ma.”

C6 ta khong n6i gi. Chi dit tor hoa don 1én chdng & bén tay phai rdi ding céc ngon tay vudt n6 lai ngay ngin.

Reacher hoi, “Ai d4 dan xép vu nay?”

“Toi khong biét.”

“C6 phai biét nguoi néi véi cd vé nd.”

Co dap, “Jeb.”

‘Jeb?”

C6 ndi, “Jeb Oliver. Anh ta lam vi€c ¢ day. Do6i khi ching t6i di choi voi nhau.”

“Hom nay hén c6 ¢ day khong?”

“Khong, anh ta khong dén.”

Reacher git dau. Anh chang Gary da néi: Hom nay t6i thiéu nguoi.

“Tbi qua c6 c6 gip lai hin khong? Sau chuyén d6?”

“Khong, t6i chi chudn di thoi.”

“Hin ¢ dau?”

“Toi khong biét. O déu d6 voi me ciia anh ta. Toi khong than véi anh ta dén thé.”

“Han néi vdi c6 thé nao?”

“Anh 4y n6i t6i ¢6 thé giup anh Ay mdt chuyén gi 46 anh ta budc phéi lm.”

“Chuyén d6 vui dén thé 4?”

“T6i thir Hai ¢ thanh phd nay thi chuyén gi ciing vui hét. Di néi chuyén véi c4i dau gbi ciing vui im.”



“Hin tra cho c6 bao nhiéu?”

Sandy khong tra loi.

Reacher n6i, “Mot trd nhur thé, khong ai am khong cong ca.”

C6 dap, “MOot traim do la.”

“Con bon tén kia thi thé nao?”

“Ciing vay.”

“Bonnd 1 ai vay?”

“Chién hitu ctia anh ta.”

“Ai Ia ngudi nghi ra ké hoach? Céi vu anh em véi nhau?”’

“D6 1 ¥ ciia Jeb. L& ra 6ng phai vo Ry t6i. Nhung ong da khong am thé.”

“Cb tmg bién gioi im.”

C6 ta hoi mim curdi, nhur thé vy ndy 1 mdt thinh cong nho nhé bt ngd trong doi sdng von rt it bién cb.
Reacher hoi, “Lam sao bon c6 biét toi & dau ma tim?”

“Ching t6i ngdi xe ctia Jeb, chay long vong. Kiéu nhur tiic trye sin. Rdi thi anh ta nhan énh qua di dong”
“Ai goi cho hén?”

“Toi khong biét.”

“Chién hitu ctia héin 6 biét khong?”

“Toi nghi i khong, Jeb thich biét nhimg chuyén ma khong c6 ai khac biét.”

“C6 cho t6i muron chiéc xe nhé?”

“Xe cia t61?”

“T6i can di tim Jeb.”

“T6i khong biét anh ta song & dau?”

“Céi d6 dé ti lo. Nhung toi cAn phurong tién.”

“Toi khong biét.”

Reacher n6i, “T6i di tudi 14i xe ma. Toi dit tudi m nhiéu chuyén Bim. Va mot sb chuyén toi rit cir ddy.”
C6 lai thoang mim cudi, vi ong dang kp lai 101 ¢6 da ndi trong dém trude. C6 nhin lang di, 16i quay lai nhin ong, bén Ién, nhung t mo.
C6 hoi, “Toi c6 kha khong? Ong biét ddy, t6i hom qua, man kich 4y?”

Ong dép, “C6 rat tuyét. Toi da ban tim chuyén khac rdi, néu khong chic t6i da bo roi trin ddu trong nhay mt.”
“Ong can ding xe t6i trong bao 1Au?”

“Thanh phd nay 1on c& ndo?”

“Khong 1on im.”

“Vay thi khong lau dau.”

“Vundy c6 lon khong?”

“Co kié'mduo'ca mot tram d6. Bn g kia ciing vay. Thé 1 da c6 ndm tram do. Toi doan Jeb ¢6 g lai nam trdm cho phin minh. Vay I ¢6 ai d6 da bo ra
mot nghin d6 d¢ cho t6i vao nha thuong. Mt mon cling 16n day chir. It ra 14 véi toi.”



“Bay gio t6i wdc minh da khong dinh vao vy nay.”
“Cling 6n 161 ma.”
“T6i ¢6 bi réac roi khong?”

Reacher dép, “C6 I& co. Nhung ciing ¢ 18 khong, Ching ta ¢ thé thoa thuan. C6 c6 thé cho t6i muron chiée xe va t6i c6 thé quén hét moi chuyén vé

cO.

“Hira dy nhé.”

Reacher dap, “Khong hau qua, khong trirng phat.”

Cb ta ctii xudng nhit chiéc vi dudi san Ién. Lyc tim va iy ra xau chia khoa.
C6 n6i, “Chiéc Toyota.”

Reacher n6i, “Toi biét. O cudi day ké chiéc Chevy ctia Gary.”

“Lam sao 6ng biét diéu do?”

Ong dép, “Truc gidc.”

Ong Iy xau chia khoa 1di budc ra, dong cira lai va quay lai qudy tinh tién. Gary dang nhdp sd cho mdt gi vira mua mén gi 6 khong 15. Reacher dimg
vao hang cho. Pén duge quay tinh tien sau khoang hai phit.

Ong n6i, “T6i can dia chi cta Jeb Oliver.”

Gary hoi, “Tai sao?”

“Chuyén phap luat.”

“Toi mudn xem gidy tO tlly thin ctia ong.”

“Cé mdt am muru t0i pham dang xay ra trong cira hing ctia cau. Néu t6i 1 cau thi biét cang it vé chuyén d6 cang tt.”

“T6i mudn xem mot thir g d6.”

“Xemndi thit xe clru thuong duogc han? Céu s& duoc xem thir 6 1ap tirc Gary &, trir phi dua t6i dia chi cua Jeb Oliver.”

G thanh nién im ling gy lat. Liéc qua vai Reacher, nhin dong ngudi dang xép hang sau  lung 6ng. C6 vé nhur quyét dinh khong muén roi vao cude chién
g4 tur biét khong thing ndi trong khi ¢6 ca damngudi dang nhin. Vithé, g kéo ngan ti iy ra mdt tip hd so va ghi lai dia chi lén mot manh gidy xé ra tir
mot tap ghi chép co 10gd mdt cong ty san xuét bd phén loc dau,

Ga noi, “Tir day chay vé phia Béc chimg nim dam.”

Reacher n6i, “Cam on,* va nhan ly manh gidy.

Chiéc Toyota ctia ¢6 nang toc d6 nd méy ngay khi 6ng vira vin khoa. Reacher cir dé méy nd va ddy chiéc ghé ra sau, chinh kinh chiéu hau.

Cai day an toan va dé manh glay dan vao bang ddng hd chi dan trude mit. Lam thé ong khong nhin thdy dong hd do téc d6, nhung 6ng khong quan tim
dén bt ky thong tin g n6 ¢6 thé cung cap. Ong chi quan tAm mbdi mdt diéu i con bao nhiéu xing & trong binh, va ¢6 vé nhur thira xing cho nam damdi

vanamdamve

Dia chi ctia Jeb Oliver chi i mjt s6 nha trén mot tuyen thur nong thon. DE tim hon 1 mdt con 1 dudng ¢6 tén, nhur | duong Cay Du hay dai 1o Cy Thich.
Theo kinh nghiém ctia Reacher, & mdt s6 thanh phd s6 duong duogc dit theo tén cay con nhidu hon ca s6 cdy nita.

Ong l4i ra khoi bai dfu xe va di vé hudng Bac dén giao 10. C6 cé rimg bang hiéu chi dan nhur thuong 6. Ong thiy s6 hiéu tuyén minh dang can tim N6
s& la mot khic quanh gat, vé phia phai r6i qua trai. Huong Bong, roi qua huéng Bac. Chice xe nho chay rat 6n. N6 hoi cao so voi bé ngang, di€u nay
lam nd hoi chong chénh khi gip nhiing khic cua. Nhung né khong Iat. Cé mdt bd may nho lam viée rat chuyén can. Bén trong xe nong miii nude hoa.

Poan 1& tir Pong sang Tay ctia khiic quanh ¢6 vé | mit con duong xuyén hat chinh. Nhung sau 161 1& vé phia Bic thi miit duwong hep lai va & duong tro
nén gip ghénh. Hai bén duong I dat trong trot. Mot vu dong g d6 duoc trong thanh nhitng khoang tron khong 16. Nhitng voi tudi ciy xoay tir tir.
Nhirng goc xa, noi nhitng voi tudi khong tudi dén thi khong trdng gi va con day soi d4. So nhitng khoang tron trong duogc véi mbi luéng vudng thi dién
tich b phi i nhiéu hon hai muoi mbt phan triim, nhung Reacher doan ring do c6 thé 1 cach xtr Iy hidu qua ¢ nhitng noi ma dét thi c6 qua nhiéu ma dung
cu tiéu tudi thi khong nhidu nhur vay.



Ong lii thém bon dzm di xuyén qua nhimg khoénh rudng va chay ngang nita chuc nhimg nhénh dudng dat ¢ dau c6 dat thing thu. Nhirng thing thur
dugc son so va nhiing con duong dat dan ve phia Ty va phia Bong dén nhirng nong trai nh6 ndm tit bén trong, ¢6 khi cach dudng chinh t¢i hai trdim
th\uc’rc. Ong goc nhitng con §6 va giémtéc do trude khl dén nha Oliver. N(’) ciing ¢ n}f)t thing thur nhur nhitng ngdi nha khéc, dat trén mot cOt try ]am
bang hai khoi bé tong hinh s6 8 chong Ién nhau. Con s dugc son mau trédng Ién mot tam van hinh chi¥ nhat da bac miu nang mua, dugc cot vao khoi bé
tong Con dudng dat rit hep v6i hai ranh bin 6m By séng duong phii c6 g6 Ién ¢ gitra. C6 nhing dAu banh xe rt rd trong bin. Nhirng diu m6i nguyén,
1ong, ddy de doa, ctia mdt chiéc xe tai lIn. Khong phai loai I0p xe mua & chd 99 d6 la cho bén chiée.

Reacher r& chiéc Toyota vao va chay Xubi xuéng con dudng dét. O cudi duong, ong thiy mot ndng trai bang van ghép voi mt nha kho phia sau va mot
chice xe tai nho miu do, sach s&€ déu ké bén. Pau xe tai quay ra ngoai va n6 ¢4 cai ludi hit khi cho b tan nhiét bang cromdo so. Reacher doan rang do
la mot chiéc Dodge Ram Ong déu xe lai trude chice xe tai va xuong xe. Ngbinha va cdi nha kho da c6 khoang tramném, con chi€c xe tai thi chi chimg
mot thang, N6 ¢6 dong co Hemi rat to, v!armf)t bu(}ng ]al rong, bon cél,u banh, va nhiing banh xe rat Ion. Chac han né c6 gia tri hon céi nha duoc bao tri
that t& kia, chi thém mot mia dong nita chac s bict thé ndo Ia nguy cap. Cai nha kho cling khong kha gi hon. Nhung né ¢6 nhitng moc sat moi trén cac
canh ctra voi mt chiéc khoa xe dap hinh chit U x6 qua.

Khong ¢6 tiéng dong ndo ca ngoai tiéng rit xa xa cua lan nuée duoc phun ra tir nhitng voi tr6i xoay tir tir trén cac khoanh rung. Khong mot hoat dong
ndo hét. Khong ¢6 xe ¢§ trén duong. Khong co tiéng cho stia. Khong gian ving lang va ndng mili phin bén va dét. Reacher bude dén cira trude va dap
hai lan bang long ban tay. Khong hoi dap. Ong thir dap in nira. Khong hoi dap. Ong divong ra sau nha va thdy modt ngudi dan ba dang ngdi trén mot
chiéc ghé du bén hién. Ba ta gay va nhin nheo, mic mdt chiéc vay hoa bac mau, tay cam mot cai chai dyng mot thir mrée gi d6 mau vang. Ba ¢6 I8
khoang ném muroi, nhung trong ba co thé coi la bay muroi, hay chi bén muroi néu chiu tim tap va ngi mdt gidc ngon. Ba co mdt chan ngdi khoanh lai va
ding chén kia ddy chiéc ghé Fic nhé nhe. Ba khong mang gidy.

Ba ta hoi, “Ong mubn gi?”

Reacher dap, “Jeb.”

“Khoéng c6 & day.”

“Ciiing khong c6 it ¢ chd m”

“Téi biét roi.”

“Vay héin dau roi?”

“Lam sao toi biét duoc?”

“Ba la me ctia hin 4?”

“Phai. Ong nghi 13 t6i gidu né & day a? Cr viée di tim di.”

Reacher khong n6i gi. Nguoi dan ba nhin 6ng va chén diy cai ghé dung dua, dung dura. Cai chai niim yén trén dui ba ta.

Ba ndi, “Toi bao that ddy. Luc soat c4i nha khon kiép nay di.”

“Toi tin 161 ba 101

“Tai sao tin?”

“Vinéu ba moi t6i soat nha thi co nghiia a hdn khong ¢6 & trong d6.”

“Nhur t6i da ndi rdi. Jeb khong c6 & dy.”

“Con céinha kho kia thi sao?”

“Kho duoc khoa tir bén ngoai. Chi co mdt chia thoi va nd cam”

Reacher khong noi gi.

Ba ta ndi tiép, “N6 di mét rdi. Bién mét rdi.”

“Bién mat?”

“Chi tam thoi thoi, hy vong thé.”

“P6 ¢6 phai 1 xe ctia hin khong?”

Neudi dan ba git dau. Nhip mot ngum nho tir cai chai.

Reacher ndi, “Vay hin dibo a2”



“C6 ngudi dén don. Mot ngudi ban.”

“Khi nao?”

“Khuya qua.”

“Di dau vay?”

“Toi khong biét.”

“Ba doan thir xem”

Neudi dan ba nhin vai, ddy ghé, nhip ruou.

Ba ndi, “Di xa im, chic vay. N6 c6 ban be khz'ip noi. California, c6 I€ vdy. Hay Arizona. Hay Texas. HayMexico.”

Reacher hoi, “Chuyén di co duge dinh truée khong?”

Nguoi dan ba lau céi ¢b chai vao gau Vay | 1di gio' chai rurou ra cho dng. Ong lac dau Ng01 xubng béc cap ctia hién nha. Ldp gb cii ng}nen cot ket mot
tiéng dudi sirc néng ctia ong. Chiéc ghé tiép tuc dong dura. . Khong gian gan nhu im dng. Gan nhur thoi, chir khong hoan toan. Cé mdt tiéng dong nho
vang lén tir chiéc ghé mbi khi xong mdt vong du, va mot tiéng réic nho tir van san khi nd bt dAu quay trd lai. Reacher ¢6 thé ngiri thdy mii mbe meo tir

nhing tAm dém, va mili rwou manh tix céi chai.

Nguoi dan ba néi, “Lét tdy luon cho 16i, miic xac anh 1 ai. TSi qua Jeb di khap khiéng vé nha, mii thi bi giy. Va i nghi ring anh I nguoi dap giy miii
16.”

“Tai sao?”

“Con ai khac dén tim né day? Toi doan nb da Bmmot chuyén gi ¢6 nhung khong thanh.”
Reacher khong néi gi.

Neudi dan ba néi tiép, “Nén né bo tron. Thiang chét nhat.”

“T6i qua héin ¢6 goi cho ai khong? Hay ¢ ai d6 goi cho han?”

“Lam sao t6i biét dwroc? N6 goi ca nghin ¢t mbi ngay, n6 nhin ca nghin ¢t mdi ngay. Cai dién thoai di dong 1 vat quy bau nht trong doi n. Chi sau
mdi chiée xe thoi.”

“Ba co thiy nguoi dén don hin khong?”

“MOot ngudi nao do ngdi trong xe. Hn cho trén duong chinh. Khéng di xudng duong mon. Toi khong thiy duoc gi nhidu. Troi tdi qua. Pén tring dang
trude, dén do dang sau, xe nao cha vay.”

Reacher gt dau. Ong da thiy chi co mdt kiéu Ip xe in trén bim, ctia chiéc xe tai Ion. Chiée xe da chd trén dudng chic hin I mot chiée xe con, quéa
thap nén khong thé chay xudng con duong dat cua nong trai.

“Hén c6 ndi I s& di trong bao lu khong?”’

Nguoi dan ba chi lic dau.

“Hén c6 so hai diéu gi khong?”

“N6 kiéu nhur xiu hén xuéng, Xep kp.”

Xep 1p. Nhu em toc d6 trong cira hang phu ting xe hoi vay.
Reacher néi, “Duoc rdi. Camon ba.”

“Anhdia?”

Reacher dap, “Vang.” Ong quay tré lai 16i cii, nghe tiéng chiéc ghé di chuyén, nghe tiéng rit ctia voi tudi. Ong Iii chiée Toyota ra dén con dudng, bé lai
chay vé huéng Nam

Ong d4u chiéc Toyota ké chiéc Chevy roi di vao cira hang, Gary van dimg sau mdy tinh tién. Reacher miic ké g3 va di thing dén canh cira Khong phan
su mién vao. CO nang toc do van ngdi sau ban.



Cota gﬁn nhu da lam xong m& hoa don. Chéng bén tay phai cd vun cao, va chdng bén tay trai chi con c6 mot to thdi. C6 khong lam gi véind hét. Co
dang ngdi dya ra sau lung ghé, khong muon 1am cho xong, khong muon tré lai voi moi ngurdi. Hay véi Gary.

Reacher dat chim chia khda xe 1én ban.

Ong n6i, “Camon da cho i muron xe.”

Cb ta hoi, “Ong c6 tim thiy anh ta khong?”

“Hén chu6n r6i.”

C06 khong ndi gi.

“Trong c6 mét mdi qua.”

C6 khong néi gi.

“C6 vé nhur ¢6 hét hoi rdi vay. Hét lanh loi. Hét hao himg,”
“Thi sao?”’

“Tbi qua c6 hing hai im.”

“T6i dang lam viéc.”

“Tbi qua cd ciing Bm viée co mi. C6 duoc tra cong con gi nita.”

“Ong da n6i s& quén hét moi chuyén ma.”

“T6i quén hét rdi. Vui séng nhé, Sandy.”

C6 nhin 6ng mot thoang,

C6 noi, “Chuic 6ng ciing vay, Jimmy Reese.”

Ong quay ra, dong cua lai 101 bude ra ngoai. Cube bo vé hudéng Nam, trd lai thi trén.

Co b6n ngudi trong van phong cta Helen Rodin khi 6ng dén do. Helen va ba nguroi la. Mot nguroi trong dam ho mac mot bo do dit tién. Ong ta ngf‘)i o
ghe cuia Helen, sau chiéc ban. C6 dang dimg noi canh 6ng ta, dau c6 ctii xuong. Khong khi nhur mbt cude hop khan. Hai ngudi la kia dang dimg gan cira
s0, nhu thé ho dang cho, nhu thé ho sap dén phién. Mot ngudi dan 6ng, mdt ngudi phu nit. Nguoi dan ba c6 mai toc den dai va mang kinh. Nguoi dan
6ong khong mang kinh ma cting khong ¢6 toc. Ca hai &n van binh thuong, Ca hai ¢ mang bang tén that lon trén ve ao. Nguoi dan ba tén Mary Mason,
theo sau a mt 16 chir cai han la chirc vi trong y khoa. Nguoi dan 6ng tén Warren Niebuhr vi nhig chit y nhur thé. Ho la cac bac si, Reacher doan
vdy, chac 14 bac sitdm than. Nhing cai bang tén lam ho trong giong nhur vira bi 161 ra khoi mot phong hoi nghi. Nhung ho khong ¢6 veé gila buon phien
ve chuyén do.

Helen ngude 1én nhin.

C6 1n6i, “Thura quy vi, day 1 ong Jack Reacher. Diéu tra vién ctia t0i bo viée va dng Reacher dong y thé chan ong ta.”

Reacher nghi, Gidr toi moi hay dy. Nhung ong khong néi gi. Roi Helen chi tay vao nguoi ngdi trén ghé ctia minh, hénh dién nbi.

“PAy i Alan Danuta. Ong la mdt ludt sur chuyén lo vé nhiing vin dé ctia cyru chién binh. Pén tir Washington. C6 18 1 ngudi gioi nhit & d6.”

Reacher n6i vdi ong ta, “Ong dén dy nhanh nhi.”

Ong ta d4p, “Téi phai lim thé théi. Hom nay i ngiy quyét dinh d6i voi ong Barr.”

Helen n6i, “Ching ta s& ciing dén bénh vién. Céc béc si cho biét anh ta da sin sang. Toi ctr hy vong ring ong Alan s& cho ¥ kién qua di¢n thoai hay e-
mail, nhung 6ng da bay dén ngay.”

Danuta n6i, “Nhu thé tién hon cho t61.”

Helen néi, “Khong, t6i gap may. Rdi con may hon nita, vi c6 mdt cude hdi thio vé tim thin & Bloomington trong sudt tudn. Bac si Mason va béc si
Niebuhr 14i xe dén ngay.”

Bac st Mason ndi, “T6i chuyén vé tinh trang mét tri nho.””

Bac si Niebuhr n6i, “Téi thi chuyén vé tinh trang cudng birc. Nhitng van d& vé su 18 thude trong tAm tri cia toi pham, va van van.”



Helen noi, “Vay day la doi hinh cta ching ta.”

Reacher hoi, “Em gai anh ta thé nao rdi?”

“Co Ay da & d6 rdi”

“Chiing ta can thao luin.”

“Noi riéng voi t6i?”

“Chi mit lat thoi.”

Cb ra déu xin phép véi moi ngudi va dan Reacher ra phong ngoai.

C6 hoi, “Ong ¢6 tin gi moi khong?”’
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Chuwong 13

“Co nang do va bdn tén kia dwoc mdt gi bancua ho tén a J@b Oﬁver diéu dong. Hin tra cho mdi nguoi mot tram do la. Toi nghi la hén dwoc ndm trim
cho riéng phan minh. T6i dén nha cta hin, nhung han da chuon mat.”

“Chudn di dau?”

“Khong ai biét. Han dwoc mot tén l4i xe dén don.”

“Ifén 14 ai?”

“Hén lam viéc cing cira hang véi ¢6 nang kia. Nhung hin con | mdt tay ban ma tiy ¢o con.”
“That a?”

Reacher git dau. “C6 mot c4i nha kho nim sau can nha khoa bing mot 6 khoa dit tién. C6 18 d6 1 noi diéu ché, hay 1 noi chira db. Hén lic ndo ciing
goi dién thoai di dong, Han c6 mdt chi€e xe tai gia tri gap doi tién luong mdt ndm cua mdt nhan vién ban hang, Va han dang song véi me han.”

“Piéu d6 chirng minh dwoc gi?”

“Nhitng tay budn ma tiy thirdng sdng v6i me nhidu hon nhimg nguroi binh thuong, Toi doc diéu nay trén béo.”

“Tai sao?”

“Ching thurdng c6 tién an vit. Ching khong thé thoat khoi nhitng cude kiém tra Iy lich ma cac chi nha thudng m trude khi cho thué nha.”
Helen khong néi gi.

Reacher noi, “Tbi qua ca bon déu phé. Ca sau dira. Chéc han 1 phé Speed [21], xét bd dang ciia con bé d6 hom nay thi biét. N6 khac hdn. Xudng sic
lam, nhur tinh trang sau khi ding amphetamine.”

[21]: Tiéng long chi amphetamine - thudc kich thich tong hop.

“Tui né dimng thubc 42 Vay thi 6ng may méin ddy.”

Reacher B¢ dau. “Mudn nén nhau véi to1, thi t6t nhét nén chon thude giam dau.”

“Chuyén ny s& dan ching ta dén dau?”

“Hay nhin n6 theo quan diém ctia Jeb Oliver. Hin Bm mot chuyén gi d6 cho mdt ngudi ndo d6. Mot phén vi cong viée, phin thi vi on nghia. C6 gid mbt

nghin d6. Han hdn phai im cho mdt ai d6 ¢ vi tri rit cao & mot trong nhiing mbi im &n ciia hén. Va chic chin khong phai cho tay quan Iy cira hang
phu ting xe hoi.”
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“Thé 6ng nghi 14 James Barr ¢6 dinh liu véi mdt tay budn ma tiay 42

“Chua chéc da dinh liu. Nhung c6 18 hin bi mot tén ép bude vi Iy do nio d6 khong 15.”
Helen n6i, “Diéu ndy lm ting thém do rti ro.”

Reacher dap, “Chut théi.”

“Chung ta nén lam gi day?”

“Ching ta nén dén bénh vién. D béc st Mason tim hicu xem Barr ¢6 gia vo mat tr khong. Néu cd, thi cach nhanh nhat € giai quyét moi chuyén 1 nén
hén cho dén khi nao chiu ndira sy that.”

“Néu anh ta khong gia vo thi sa0?”

“Thi s& c6 nhitng bién phap khac.”

“Chang han?”

Reacher dap, “S€ no6i sau. Hay nghe cac bac sitam Iy noi gi da.”

Helen Rodin dén bénh vién bang chiéc Saturn ctia ¢, luat su Alan Danuta ngdi bén canh & ghé trude va Reacher ndm uron ra & bang ghé sau. Mason va
Niebuhr theo sau c6 trong chiéc Taurus ma ho thué budi sang hdom dé ¢ Bloomington. Ho ddu ké bén nhau trong bai dau xe 1on danh cho khach tham, va
ndm nguoi ra khoi xe, ding gidy 1at roi cting di vé phia clra chinh clia toa nha.

Grigor Linsky nhin theo ho di vao. Ga ¢ du bén kia bai dau xe, cach nam muoi bo, ngdi trong chiéc Cadillac mi ba me cua Jeb Oliver da thiy trong
bdng dém hom trude. Ga d€ may xe nd va bam dién thoai di dong, The Zec tra 16i ngay & hoi chudng dau tién.

LAo hoi, “Gi vay?”

Linsky dap, “Théng linh rét kha. Han da dén nha thing nhoc roi.”

“Rdi sa0?”

“Khong c6 chuyén gi ca. Thang nhoc khong con & d6.”

“Vay no6 ¢ dau?”

“Phén phdi r6i.”

“Cuthé?”

“Déu va hai tay clia nd nam dudi song, Phan con lai nam dudi tam thude d4 nghién trén doan duong s6 Mot moi.”
“Gio tinh hinh ra sa0?”

“Théng linh va con luat su dang & bénh vién. Véi ba dira khac. Mot luat sur va hai bac si, em nghi vay. Pé kiém luat su chuyén biét va cac nhan chimg
chuyén nganh.”

“Ching ta c6 dé thd khong?”

“Ching ta émmj. Tui n6 s& phéi c6 ging, Nhur anh biét d6, hé théng & day 1 thé. Nhung tui né s& khong lim nén com chdo gi dau.”

The Zec n6i, “Nhé dam bao cho diéu d6.”

Bénh vién nim & ria ngoai ctia thanh phd va do do tuong dbi rong réi. RO rang la khong c6 han ché gi vé dat dai. Reacher nghi, chi c6 sy han ché ngAn
sach cua hat da gi6i han toa nha chi con la bé tong th va cao séu tAng. B8 tong dugc son tréing bén trong va ngodi, va cac tang Jau khé thip. Nhung
ngoai nhirng diéu do ra, n6 cing gidng voi moi bénh vién khac. Va n6 ciing c6 min giéng moi bénh vién khac. Suy 3, tAy ué, bénh hoan. Reacher rit ghét
bénh vién. Ong di theo bdn ngudi kia xubng mdt hanh lang sang va dai din dén thang méy. Hai vi bac sitimly dan duong. Trong ho thoai mai nhur 6 nha
vy. Helen Rodin va Alan Danuta theo sat ho. Ho bude canh nhau va tro chuyén. Hai vi bac sitdmly dén cira thang miy va Niebuhr bamnit. Nhitng
nguoi kia budce vao ding sau lung 6ng. Helen Rodin quay ra va ngin Reacher lai trudc khi 6ng bat kip ho. C6 bude dén gan 6ng va ndi tham.

“Cai tén Eileen Hutton c6 y nghia gi véi ong khong?”

usao Vay?”

“Cha t6i giri fax danh sach nhan chimg moi. Ong 4y c6 thém tén ba nay vao.”



Reacher khong noi gi.

Helen n6i, “Hinh nhur ba ta i ngudi trong quan doi. Ong 6 biét ba ta khong?”

“T6i biét durge u?”

Helen budc t6i gan hon va quay lung lai voi nhitng ngudi khac.

C5 ndi nho, “T6i can biét nhing gi ba ta biét.”

Reacher nghii, Céi nay chi m réic rdi thém.

Ong néi, “Hoi d6 ba 4y 1 cong t6 vién.”

“Hbi n30? Murdi bon ndm trrde 4?2

“Véy ba ta biét dén dau?”

“T6i nghi hién giov ba ta dang am viée & Lau ndm goc.”

“Ba ta biét dén dau, ha 6ng Reacher?”

Ong nhin lang di.

“Ba ta biét hét,* ong noi.

“Lam sao ma biét? Ong chura bao i léng phéng dén gin toa 4n ma.”

“Qua co thé.”

“Thé thi lim sao ba ta biét?”

“Bai vi toi ngi1 véi ba dy.”

Cb tron it nhin 6ng, “Hy vong ki 6ng dang dia.”

“T6i khong dia.”

“Ong da ké cho ba ta nghe tit ca 42"

“Liic Ay ching t6i dang cap voi nhau. Toi ké cho ba Ay nghe moi chuyén i diéu tur nhién. Chiing t6i cling mdt phe ma.”
“Chi Ia hai nguoi c¢6 don trong sa mac.”

“Chung 6i trai qua mdt thoi gian rat tuyét. Ba thang. Hoi d6 ba Ay 1 mot nguoi d& thurong, Chic hin e nay van viy. Ngay do t6i rt thich ba 4y.”
“Nhur thé 13 hoi nhidu so véi nhitng gi t6i cin biét, Reacher 4.”

Ong khong néi gi

Helen n6i, “Gid thi viée nay virot khoi tim kiém soét qué nhiéu rdi.”

“Ba ta khong thé str dung nhitng diéu ba ta c6 duroc. Tham chi it hon ca t6i. N6 van 1 thong tin mit v ba ta van con trong quin doi.”
Helen Rodin khong néi gi.

Reacher n6i, “Tin diéu d6 di.”

“Vay thi tai sao b ta lai c6 tén trong cai danh sach khdn khiép 4y?”

Reacher ndi, “D6 1 16i cua toi. Toi nhédc dén Lau nam gbe khi ndi chuyén véi cha ¢o. Liic t0i khong thé hiéu vi sao tén toi lai duoc nhéc dén. Chéc han
ong ta da truy hoi loanh quanh. Téi cling d3 nghi 6ng ta ¢6 the lamthe.”

“Néu ba ta noi thi moi chuyén s¢ chm dut trude khind bat dauw.”

“Ba ta khong thé n6i.”



“C6 18 ba ta ¢6 thé noi. C6 18 ba ta s& ndi. Pau ai biét duoc quan doi s& lm cai khi gi?”

Chudng thang méy reo 1én va dam ngudi ddn dén canh cira gin hon.

Helen n6i, “Ong s& phéi ndi chuyén vai ba ta. Ba ta s& dén day dé cung khai. Ong s& phai tim hiéu nhiing gi ba ta dinh n6i.”

“Chéc gio ba ta 1 tuéng mot sao. Toi khong thé bit ba ta noi voi minh bat cir dicu gi.”

Helen néi, “Tim cach di. Hay khai thac nhitng ky niém ngay xua.”

“C6 16 t6i khong mubn Bim diéu d6. Ba 4y va t6i van ciing phe, nhé ddy. Trong nhitng chuyén dinh dén chuyén vién E-4 James Barr.”
Helen quay di, roi budc vao thang mdy.

Thang méy mo ra & khach sanh ting sau bang xi méng son, mdt canh ctra kim loai va kinh dan vao mdt budng nén khi an ninh. Dang sau canh cira,
Reacher c6 thé thiy nhimg bang chi dan dén mdt khu cham soc dic biét va hai phong cach ly, mdt clia nam va mdt cia ni, hai phong bénh thudng va
mot phong ho sinh. Reacher doan toan bo tang sau dugc chinh phi tai tro. Né khong phai mdt noi thoai mai gi. N6 I mdt su két hop hoan hao giira nha
tl1 va bénh vién, ma ¢ hai thanh t6 déu khong tha vi gl

Mot tay miic dong phuc ctia Uy ban trimg gidi gip ca nhom & ban tiép tan. Moi ngudi b luc soat va phai ky vao gidy chiu trach nhiém phép 1. Sau do
mot bac sidén va dua ho vao mdt sanh dginhd. Anh ta la mdt ngurdi co vé mét moi, trac khoang ba muroi, va sanh doi c6 nhitng chiec ghé bang thép
ong va nhyra xanh 14 cay. Trong nhu ching da bi tude ra tir nhitng chiéc Chevrolet cuia thap nién 50.

Tay bac sindi, “Barr da thirc va kha tinh téo. Chungt01xep han vao loai bénh nhan tim thén 6n dinh, nhungd1eudo khongconglnalahankhoennnh

Vi thé, hém nay chiing t0i gidi han s6 hrong khach tham, t6i da 1 hai ngudi trong mdt lic va chiing t6i mudn ho cang ngéin gon cang tdt.”

Reacher thiy Helen Rodin mim cudi, va ong hiéu vi sao. Canh sat s& ludn dén timg cap hai nguoi va do d6 néu Helen c6 mit v6i tur cach luat su ciia bi
céo s€ thanh ba nguoi mot lic. Nghiia 1a Iénh cam ctia bac sidang gifip cd ¢6 mdt ngay gip-riéng-luat-su.

Tay béc sinéi, “Cé emdang & bén hén. TSt hon | quy vi chd cho t6i khi ho xong viée rdi hing vao.”

nghl nén dé béc st Mason gip anh ta. Roi ching ta s& quyet dinh lam diéu gi ké tiép tiy thuoc Vao nerng két ludn cua 1A

C5 néi nhanh. Reacher nhn thiy c6 hoi lo king, Hoi cing thing. Tat ca bon ho déu co thé, trir dng ra. Khong co ai trong bon ho, trir 6ng ra, tmg gip
James Barr trude day. Barr da tr¢ thanh mdt cai dich chua xac dinh dbivai tlrng nguoi trong bon ho, moi nguoi mot cach. Hén I than cha cta Helen,
méc dii chura chiic da 1 mot than chi ¢6 wa Em Hin 1 mdt d6i twong dé nghién ctru d6i véi Mason va Niebuhr. C6 thé i dé tai ctia nhitng bao cdo
khoa hoc saunay, tham chi Ia ctia tiéng tamva uy tin. Co thé hin 1 mdt hién tuong dang chd dugce dat tén. Hoi ching Barr. Vi Alan Danuta cling thé.
Co thé dbi v ong ta, toan b vy nay chi la mot tién 16 & cép Toa 4n Tdi cao s& dugc demra tranh cai. Mot chuong trong sach giao khoa. Mot khda
hoc trong truong lut. Tiéu bang Indiana kién Barr. Barr kién chinh quyén Hoa Ky. Ho déu dau tur vao mdt ké mi ho chura timg nhin thiy.

M01 nguoi chon mot chiéc ghe nhya miu xanh va ngdi xudng, Sanh doi nho xiu ndng miii chlorine tiy tring va im Ang, Khong mot tiéng dong nio ngoai
tiéng nurée chay yéu 6t trong bng nurde va tiéng rung dong xa ving ctia mdt chiéc méy trong mdt can phong khéc. Khong ai n6i gi nhung duong nhu moi
ngudi déu hiéu ho khong tranh duoc mdt quang thoi gian chd doi lu dai. Nong long cling ching ich gi. Reacher ngdi ddi dién Mary Mason, 6ng quan sat
ba. Ba twong ddi tre, so vai tudi ctia mdt chuyén gia. Ba ¢6 ve than thién va coi mo. Ba da chon cap kinh gong thét to dé d& nhin thay niit ba. Doi it
ba trong hién tir, than thién va lam nguoi di dién yén taim. Bao nhiéu phin trim & do thoi quen nghé nghiép va bao nhiéu phan triam 1 that thi Reacher
khong biét.

Ong hoi ba, “Ba lam viée nay nhur thé nao?”

Ba dép, “Vige thim dinh u? Xudt phét diém, t6i gid thiét réing n6 c6 kha néing I thét nhiu hon. Mot chén thwong néio dit dé hai ngy mé man thi hiu nhu
lgén lu6n gy ra mat tri nho. Diéu nay da duoc xac nhan tir 1au roi. Sau»d(') }6i chi viéc quan sat bénh nhan. Nhfrng bénh nhn that sy mat tri nhé ré‘E boi
161 vi tinh trang cua minh. Ho mat dinh hudng va so hai. Ngudi ta ¢6 the thay ho tht co ging nh¢ lai. Ho muodn nho lai. Nhimg ke gia vo thi khéc han.
Ong c6 the thay ho tranh né cc ngay quan trong. Ho nhin trdnh qua nhimg ngay ay, trong dau ho. Tham chi ¢6 khi nhin trénh di thuc sy nita. Throng c6
mot sO ngdn ngit ct chi dac biét dé nhan thay.”

Reacher n6i, “Nghe c6 vé rét chi quan.”

Mason git dau, “Noi chung la chi quan. Rét kho chimg minh can bénh B gid. Nguoi ta ¢6 thé str dung ky thudt ndi soi céit p ndo dé chi ra hoat dong
ndo khac nhau, nhung dien giai két qua chup ra sao van I chi quan. Nhiéu khi thoi mién cting ¢6 ich, nhung nhin chung thi cac toa an sg viée thoi mién.
Vi the, vang, day hoan toan I chuyén phdng doan, chi thé thoi.”

“Bén khoi t6 thué ai vay?”

“Mot ai d6 gidng y nhur t61. T6i da timg m viée cho ca hai phia.”

“Vay 1t cude 1A vAn dé quan diéma?’



Mason lai git dau. “Thudng thi chi I xem ngudi ndo c6 nhidu chit cai theo sau tén ctia ho hon. DS 1 bén ma boi thim doan huong tmg,”

“Ba ¢6 rét nhiu chit cai.”

Mason dép, “Nhiéu hon hiu hét nhitng nguoi khac.”

“Hin s& quén chimg bao nhiéu?”

“Vai ngly, it nhét 1 vay. Neu chén thuong xay ra vao thir Bay, t6is& rét ngac nhién néu hin nhé bét ctr didu gi sau ngay thir Tu. Truée d6 s& la mot

khoang mo dai cting chimg & 4y ngay trong d6 héin nhd mot sb diéu va quén mot sb diéu khac. Nhung d6 chi I t6i thiéu. Toi da thiy nhitng trudng hop
quén mét nhiéu thang, d6i khi sau ca nhitng chén dong, thAm chi chura b hon mé.”

“Liéu c6 nho lai didu g khong?”

“C6 thé ¢6 vai diéu tir khoang md ban du. Han ¢6 thé An nguoc trd lai tir didu sau cling nhé dugc qua vai ngay trude d6. Han c6 thé nho ra duoc mot
vai su kién trude kia. Tir d6 Jan t6i trude, hin s& bi gi61 han nhiéu hon. Néu hin nhé dugc bira dn trra sau cung, thi 16t cude hén c6 thé nhd dén ca bita
an t6i. Néu hin nh6 minh di xem phim, thi 6t cude hin ¢6 thé nho lai viée 14i xe vé nha. Nhung s& 6 mdt ranh giéi xéc dinh ¢ dau do. Thudng gip nhat
12 dém cubi cing ma hén ¥ thire duoc khi hén di ngd.”

“Han s€ nh¢ chuyén murdi bon ndm vé trude chir?”

Mason gt dau, “Tri nh¢ dai han cla hén néi chung s& khong bi hong, C6 vé nhu khi niém “dai han” d6i v6i mdi nguoi lai khéac nhau, boi ddy ¢6 ve hoan
toan la chuyén trao d6i & bao theo nghia den tir mdt phan ctia ndo dén mdt phén khac clia ndio, va khong ¢6 hai bd ndo nao glong y nhu nhau. Sinh ly
con ngudi van chura duogc hiéu hét. Gio day nguoi ta thich so sanh v6i miy vi tinh, nhung diéu d6 hoan toan sai lam Pay khong giong nhur 6 6 clmg va bo
nhé RAM. B6 ndo 1 hoan toan hitu co. N6 giong nhu viée nem mot i tao xudng cau thang vay. Mot s6 trai bi gidp, mot s trai thi khong, Nhung ti
cho rang mudi bn nim c6 thé coi 1 dai han dbi voi bét cir ai”

Phong doi im ng trd lai. Reacher Eing nghe tiéng méy i Am tir xa ving t6i. Ong doan do6 1 nhip dap tir mOt cai may dang ghi lai, hay dang kich thich cho
tim dép. N6 chay ¢ mirc bay muoi nhip trong mot phit. Tleng dong kha éma. Ong thich no. R&i mdt canh cira hé mo & doan giita m)t nhdnh hanh lang
va Rosemary Barr budc ra. C6 da thm, toc da chai nhung van c6 vé gy gd, mét moi, mét ngii va trdng gid hon hom trude dén chuc tudi. Co dumg yén
mot thoang r6i nhin quanh, chm chap bude dén sanh doi. Helen Rodin dimg day budc dén gip o 0 gitra duong. Ho dimg bén nhau, thép giong tro
chuyén. Reacher khong thé nghe ho n6i gl voi nhau. Mot ban bao cao tién d6 hai chiéu, ong nghi, y té trude, phap Iy sau. R&i Helen khoac tay Rosermary
va dan ¢6 ra chd moi nguoi. Rosemary nhin hai vi bac si, rdi Alan Danuta va Reacher. C6 im ling, Rdi co bude dén ban bao vé, mdt minh, khong nhin
lai.

Niebuhr néi, “Phan xa ling tranh. Tat ca ching ta dén day dé soi m6i anh c6 4y, vé mit sinh Iy, tim ly, ludt phap ciing nhur & 4n dy. D6 1a sy xamnhép va
16 khong tht vi chit ndo. Va thira nhin chiing ta ¢6 nghia 14 thira nhan nguy co bi két an cta anh c6 4y.”

Reacher ndi, “C6 I& chi vi ¢6 4y mét qua thoi.”
Helen noi, “T6i s€ vao gip anh ta bay gio.”

C6 di tr6 lai hanh lang va budc vao cin phong mi Rosemary vira budc ra. Reacher nhin theo ¢6 cho dén khi canh cira dong lai. Ri 6ng quay sang
Niebulr.

“Ong c6 thiy chuyén thé nay bao gio chura?”
“Tinh trang bi cudng bach? Thé ong gip tinh trang nay chwa?”

Reacher mim cudi. Moi chuyén gia tim Iy n ong da gip déu thich tra 11 bang mot cau hoi. C6 18 ho duogc day nhur thé, tir ngdy dau tién nhap mbn vao
trrong tAm Iy

Ong d4p, “T6i da gap nhiéu lan rdi”

“Nhung?”

“Thudng thi ¢6 nhidu bang chimg v& mdt mdi de doa khing khiép hon.”

“M6t mdi de doa cho em gai minh khéng 1 khing khiép sao? Téi tin i chinh ong ciing d4 tu di dén gia thuyét ay.”

“Cb 4y chura bi bt coc. C6 dy khong bi nhdt & dau ca. Anh ta co thé sip xép dé 6 Ay duoc bao vé. Hay bao co 4y rdi khoi thi tran.”

Niebuhr néi, “Chinh xac. Chiing ta chi ¢ thé két uan rang anh ta b ra Iénh khong dwoc hm bt cir chuyén gi nhu thé. RS rang 13 anh ta b sai dé mic c6
4y & do, khong biét gi ¢4, c6 thé bi hai bat ky lic ndo. Diéu do dii cho ching ta thiy sur cudng bach ghé gom dén thé ndo. Va n6 da chimg to cho anh ta
biét n6 ghé gdm nhur thé ndo. Va ciing chimg t6 cho anh ta biét anh ta yéu dubi nhur thé nio so voi nd. Hang ngaty. Chéc hin anh ta phéi song trong so
héii ghé Bim, va bét Iy, va cam thiy t0i 161 vi vn phai tun 1oi.”



“Ong d4 bao gio gap mdt ngudi ¢é 1y tri bi khiép so dén do phai lam nhur hén ta chura?”

Niebuhr dép, “Ro1.”

Reacher n6i, “Toi ciing thiy rdi. Mot hai lan gi d6.”

“K¢ de doa phai la mbt con quai vat ghé g6m im Mic du to1 nghi s& thaynhngnhanto khac tham gia vao, dé cung b haybo sung thém. Rat co kha
nang la mot mdi quan hé méi ddy, mdt tinh trang phu thude, mé dm, mot khéat vong mudn am vui Iong, mudn gy 4n tugng, mudn dugc coi trong, mubn
dugc yéu.”

“Mot nguroi dan ba?”

“Khong, ngudi ta khong giét ngudi dé tao 4n tuong véi phu nit. Viéc d6 thudng giy phan tmg ngugc. Pay [ mdt nguoi dan 6ng. Cam dd, nhung khong
phai theo kiéu nhuc duc. C6 sirc cudng ché, dai loai vy.”

“Mat tinh nam ap dao va mdt tinh nam € thude.”

Niebuhr nhéc lai, “Chinh xac. Va chut mién cudng sau cling, néu con, ciing duoc gidi quyét boi s de doa nhim vao ¢ em gai. C6 thé 1 6ng Barr
khong bao g hoan toan biét chéc rang su de doa la dua hay thit. Nhung anh ta quyt dinh khong kiém tra nd. Bdng co ctia con nguoi rat phire tap.
Phan 16n nguoi ta khong thét sy hicu tai sao nguoi ta [im dicu nay dicung.”

“Chédc chin rdi.”

“Ong c6 biét vi sao 6ng lam diéu nay diéu no khong?”

Reacher d4p, “Doi khi. Nhitng lic khéc, t6i khong biét gi hét. C6 18 6ng c6 thé giai thich cho t6i biét.”

“Thong thuong thi t6i tinh tién rét dit. Boi thé t6i moi co thé lam dugce nhig chuyén kiéu ndy khong cong.”

“C6 16 t6i ¢6 thé tra cho ong ndm do6 mdt tudn, nhur 1 thué véy.”

Niebuhr ngdp nglrng mim cuoi.

Ong n6i, “O, khéng, Chéc la khong dau.”

R séinh doi lai trér nén im Bing trong sudt murdi phit. Danuta dudi théing chén ra va gics xem gidy tor bén trong mdt cai cap tai ligu ma ong it trén du.
Mason nhidm mt va ¢6 thé da thiep ngu. Niebuhr nhin ¢dm dam vao khoang khong. Ba nguoi ndy 16 1 da quen vdi viée cho doi. Reacher cling vay.
Ong da ting la quan canh trong muoi bon nam, va Khan treong 1én r6i chd doi moi I phuong chim dich thire cta quén canh. Khong phai 1 Gidp do,
Bao v¢, Bénh vuc. Ong tap trung vao nhip tim dién tir dang xa, va giét thi gio.

Grigor Lir1§ky vong xe lai va nhin cac canh ctra bénh vién trong kinh clﬁéq hau. Ty ca voi minh ring s& khong c6 chuyén gi xay ra trong it nhdt sau muroi
phit nira. It nhat 14 sau muoi, nhung khong qua chin muroi. Roi g tinh nham lai thir tur uu tién trong trrdng hop ho khong ra cing voi nhau. Ga s€ bo qua
ai va theo ai déy? Sau cling, gi quyét dinh s& theo bt cir ké nao hanh dong mOt minh. Ga cho rang kha néng cao nhét I thing linh. Ga doan 1 dam lut
sur bac sis& trd vé vian phong, Nhitng nguoi ndy thi d& tién doan duoc. Thing linh thi khong,

Helen Rodin di ra khoi phong ciia James Barr sau muroi Bim phit. C6 di thing dén sanh doi. Moi ngudi nhin c6. C6 nhin Mary Mason.

C6 n6i, “Dén phién ba.” Mason dimg Ién, di xubng hanh lang, Ba khong cam theo vét gi. Khong cap, khong giy to, khong but viét. Reacher nhin theo
ba cho dén khi canh cira phong khép lai. Roi ng dua ngira ra sau lung ghé, im lang,

Helen cét giong, khong nhim vao ai. “Toi thich anh ta.”

Niebuhr hoi, “Anh ta thé ndo roi?”

Helen dap, “Yéu lim. Bi dn don te tua. Nhu thé bi mot chiée xe tai hic phai.”

“Anh ta c6 tinh tio khong?”

“Anh ta tinh tho. Nhung khong nhé chuyén gi ca. Va t6i khong nghi 1 anh ta gia vo.”

“Anh ta khong nhé dén dau?”

“Toi khong xac dinh duoc. Anh ta nhé dang nghe tréin bong chay trén radio. C6 thé 1 tun trude hay thang trudc.”
Reacher néi, “Hay nam truée.”

Danuta hoi, “Anh ta cé clﬁp nhén sy dai dién cua c6 khong?”



Helen dép, “Béng 1o thoi. Anh ta khong thé ky gidy to gi ca. Tay anh ta bi cong vao giurong,”
“Cb c6 ké lai cho anh ta vé nhitng o1 budc t6i va chimg cir khong?”

Helen n6i, “Toi bude phai ké. Anh ta mubn biét vi sao t6i nghii 1 anh ta cAn mbt luat su.”
“Va?”

“Anh ta cho ring minh c6 to1.”

Moi ngudi im lang mdt Kic. Sau d6 Alan Danuta dong cap lai va dat nd xuéng san nha. Ngéi lén, th:img va nhanh, toan bd chi trong mdt dong tic gon
gang

Ong n6i, “Xin chao mirmng dén v6i ving xam [22]. Pay 1 noi khoi ngudn huat 16 tot.”

[22]: Trong ludt, tir “vimg xan” chi pham vi khong ¢ phap ché hay tién té 16 rang, hodc noi ludt phép da khong duoc chap nhan trong mot thoi gian dai
khién cho sy viéc khong chac 1a cé thé chap nhén dugc hay khong,

Helen n6i, “Chuyén nay khong c6 gi I tt ca. Cho dén Iic nay thi khong”

“Ching ta tuyét ddi khong thé dé cho anh ta ra tda. Chinh quyén da lim cho anh ta b thong vi sy cAu tha ctia ho, va by gios thi mudn dua ra phén xt
sur song con ctia anh ta? Khong durge dau. Nhat 1 néu anh ta thim chi khéng thé nhd cai ngiy dién ra sy kién. Anh ta im sao ¢6 thé bién ho dugc
déyf?”

“Cha t6i s€ dién lén cho xem”

“Hjén nhién roi. Ching ta s& phai g5 cho anh ta. Ching ta s& phai dén tan Toa Lién bang. Dit sao no ciing 1 vén dé cuia didu ludt nhin quyén. Lién bang,
101 Toa Phiic tham, 161 Toa an toi cao. Tién trinh 14 vay.”

“Po 1a mdt tién trinh rat dai.”
Danuta gt dau.

Ong n6i, “Ba nam. Néu ching ta may min. Tién & thich hop nhét véi trerong hop ny 1 vu Wilson, va vu d6 kéo dai ba nam rudi. Gan bon nam.”
“Va ching ta khong c6 gi bao dam s thing. Ching ta ¢6 thé thua.”

“Trong trudng hop d6, ching ta s& theo dudi vu kién va m hét strc minh thoi.”

Helen néi, “Toi khong dt kha nang cho viée nay.”

“V& mit tri tué u? D6 khong phai a didu t6i dwoc biét.”

“V& mit khon khéo, chién hwoc. Va tai chinh.”

“C6 nhitng hoi doan cyru chién binh c6 thé hd tro tai chinh. Xét cho cing thi 6ng Barr da phung sur T6 qudc. Va giai ngii trong danh du.”

Helen khong d4p. Chi liéc nhin sang Reacher. Reacher khong ndi gi thém Ong quay di nhin vao birc vach. Ong dang suy nghi thing cha ny lai sdp thoét
khoi t6i giét nguoi nita u? Hai lan?

Alan Danuta xoay trd trong ghé.

Ong 1n6i, “Cé modt sy Iua chon khac. V@ luat phap thi né khéng hay ho lim dau, nhung nd ¢ that.”

Helen hoi, “N6 | gi vay?”

“Biéu cho cha cd ké giat ddy con rbi. Trong tinh hinh hién tai, dwroc nira & banh con hon 1 khong ¢6 gl Va duisao ké giat dy 1a nira & banh ngon hon.”
“Ong 4y c6 chiu nhur thé khong?”

“C6 18 ¢0 hicu Ong Ay hon K t6i hicu mi. Nhung dng dy s& B d6 ngde néu khong chiu diéu d6. Ong dy dang dbi méit véi tién trinh phic thim t6i thicu B
ba nam trude khi 6ng ay mang duge 6ng Barr ra toa, néu duge. Va bat cir cong t6 vién thao viéc nao cling mudn bat dugce con ca to hon.”

Helen lai liéc nhin Reacher.
Cb ndi, “Ké giat day moi chi la mot gia thuyét. Ching ta khong c6 bét ctr mot diéu gi, dit chi hoi hoi gidng voi chimg cir.”

Danuta n6i, “Tity ¢6 chon thoi. Nhung thé ndo di nita thi c6 ciing khong thé dé cho Barr ra toa.”



Helen n6i, “Timg budc mot da. Dé xem bac st Mason nghil gi.”

Hai muroi phit sau bac st Mason bude ra. Reacher nhin ba ta bude di Chiu dai ctia bude chin, cdi nhin trong mét, va b dang quai ham ctia ba cho
6ng biét rang ba da c6 mot ket luan chic chan. Khong c6 gi con ngap ngimg. Khong ngan ngai, khong ngo vire. Khong chiit nao hét. Ba ngbi xudng va
vuot thang nép vay trén goi.

Ba ndi, “Chimg mit tri nhé nguroc [23] lau dai. Hoan toan that. RS rang nhu moi trurong hop ma t6i timg gip.”

[23]: Retrograde Ammesia: hoi chimg mét kha niing phuc hdi lai cac thong tin da dugc tiép thu trude thoi diém mit tri nhé.

Niebuhr hoi, ‘“Bao lau?”

Ba dap, “Giai bong chay ngoal hang s& cho ching ta biét diéu d6. Piéu sau cing ma anh ta nhd duoe i mdt tran ctia doi Cardinals. Nhung toi thién vé
két ludn mot tuAn hay nhiéu hon, dém nguoc lai ké tir hom nay.”

Helen n6i, “Nghiia a gdm ca ngay thir Sau.”

“Toie la vay.”

Danuta n6i, “Pugc 1di, thé day.”

Helen néi, “Hay Eim.”” C6 dmg Ién, moi nguoi dimg Ién theo, cing di vong quanh va 16t cude quay vé phia 16i ra, khong biét 1 c6 chu y hay khong,
Reacher khong chéc lim Nhung rd rang i Barr di ¢ lai sau ho, ca nghia den JAn nghia bong, Anh ta d tir mdt con ngudi bién thanh mdt ca y khoa va
mot vu tranh c&i phap ly.

Ong n6i, “Quy vi di trude di.”

Helen hoi, “Ong 6 lai day a?”

Reacher git dau.

Ong n6i, “Toi s& ghé nhin anh ban cii mot lat.”

“Visao?”

“Toi da khong gip hin murdi bén ndmrdi.”

Helen budc gin dén 6ng, cach xa nhimg nguoi khac.

C6 lang I& hoi, “Néi di, vi sao vay?”

Ong d4p, “Dimg lo. Toi s& khong tit méy thd cia hin dau.”

“T6i mong la nhur vay.”

Ong n6i, “To6i khong thé. Toi khong c6 nhiéu bang chig ngoai pham phai khéng nio?”

C6 dimg yén mdt ltc, im king, Rdi bude lui nhdp véi nhing nguoi kia. Ho cing di ra v6i nhau. Reacher nhin theo ho di dén ban bao vé, va khi ho wira
bude qua canh cira thép vao thang mdy thi dng quay lung bude xudng hanh lang dén ctra phong ctia James Barr. Ong khong g0 cira. Chi ngimg lai mot
nhip va xoay nam ctra budc vao.

Ban dang doc truyén Mgt Phat Mpt Mang duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 14

Churong 7

Can phong duoc sudi nong qué mire. Tham chi ¢6 thé mudng chin ga trong phong. MOt cura s6 rong ¢6 rém l4 sach triing déng lai che anh néng Ching
sang lén khlen cin phong chim trong mit 4nh sdng diu diu. Dung cu'y t& chat ddng khip noi. Mot chiéc may ho hép nhan tao bi rit dién ndm yén ing
Céc cot tiép nurée va may tro tim Ong dan, céc ti nurée va déy nho.


http://ebookfull.net

Barr nm ngira trén chiéc girong it ¢ giita phong, Khong ¢6 goi. Pau hén duge kep trong mdt cai khung b dinh. Toc cao sach va bang dan day trén
nhtn}g cai lo ma nguoi ta khogn Va0 0. Vai trai duoc quﬁ,n bﬁqg cho t6i cuii cho. Vai phai d€ tran va khong co vf:t tiém. Lan da ¢ d6 xanh ;ru(’)t, mong,
va noi van. Ngue va hong quan bang. Tam trai girdng cudn xuong dén ngang hong. Hai tay dé xudi hai bén va ¢0 tay bi cong vao thanh chin giwdng.
Nhitng kim truyén duoc dén bing vao mu ban tay trai. Mot céi kep trén ngon gitra ban tay phai duoc 1nbi voi mt cai hop bang mdt soi ddy mau xam
Nhimng soi day mau do tho ra tir dudi mé bang gac trén ngye. Ching 1nbi voi mot chlec méy c6 min hinh. Man hinh chiéu mot dd thi dang chay lam
Reacher nh¢ lai chiéc bang ghi am ctia cong ty dién thoai vé& vu nd sing, Nhiing dinh rét nhon va duong thodi dai. Chiéc méy bip mot tiéng mo hd mbi khi
¢é mot dinh hién I€n trén man hinh.

Barr hoi, “Ai d6?”

Giong hin yéu 6t, khan duc va cham. Va so hii.

“Ai d6?”” Han hoi lai. Dau bi kep khién tim nhin ctia héin bi gioi han. Doi mit hin di dong, trai phai, Ién xudng.

Reacher budc dén gan hon. Cii xudng girong, Khong noi gi ca.

Barr ndi, “Ong.”

Reacher dap, “T6i day.”

“Tai sao?”

“Anh biét vi sao ma.”

Ban tay phai ctia Barr run ry. Ctr dong d6 lim soi day trén ci kep rung gon gon. Chiée cong va vao thanh chéin giwong kéu lach cach nho nho.

Hén noi, “Toi doan I t61 da lam cho dng thit vong,”

“Toi nghi dng vay.”

Reacher quan sét doi mt ctia Barr, vi chiing 1 b phéin duy nhét trén co thé hiin c6 thé cir dong. Hén khong c6 kha néng ra déu. Déu hén bét dong va
hau hét nhitng phan con lai bi b6 kin nhu mdt xac udp.

Barr n6i, “Toi khong nhé chuyén gi hét.”

“Anh c6 chic khong?”

“Tét c4 trong tron.”

“Anh ¢6 hiéu 13 t6i s& lam gi voi anh néu anh gion mt voi toi khong?”
“Téi c6 thé dodn duoc dai khai.”

Reacher n6i, “Vay thi hity nhan diéu d6 1én gip ba lan.”

Barr dép, “Toi khong gion it dng dau. Toi chi khong thé nhd dugce didu gi ca.” Giong hén king &, bat luc va ling ting, Khong chdng ché, ciing khong
phan nan. Khong bién hd. Chi 1a néi lén sy thure, nhuer mot 101 than, hay 161 van xin, hay mot tiéng khoc.

Reacher ndi, “Ké vé tran bong di.”
“No6 phat trén radio.”
“Khong phai trén tivi a?”

Barr dap, “Toi thich nghe radio hon. Nhu ngay xua. N6 lubn duoc phét trén radio. Khi toi con bé. Trén radio, sudt tir St.Louis. Subt nhimg dam dai d6.
Nhitng budi chicu he, thoi tiet am ap, tiéng bong chay trén radio.”

Hén khong nbi gi.

Reacher hoi, “Anh 6n chi?”

“Péu t6i dau qua. Toi nghil B minh da duoc giai phau.”
Reacher khong dap.

Barr ndi, “Toi khong thich xem bong chay trén ti vi.”

“T6i khong dén day dé thao luan vé s thich truyén thong ciia anh.”



“Ong c6 xem bong chay trén i vi khong?”

Reacher dap, “Toi khong c6 ti vi.”

“Thét vay sao? Ong nén sam mot cai. Ong c6 thé mua mdt cai chimg mot trim dong. Céi nhé thoi thi ¢6 thé ré hon. Tim trong danh ba dién thoai dy.”
“T6i khong 6 dién thoai. Cling khdng ¢ nha.”

“Tai sao khong? Ong khong con trong quan doi n.”

“Lam sao anh biét thé?”

“Khong ai & lai trong quan doi. Sau nhitng chuyén hdi d6.”

Reacher n6i, “Mot s6 nguoi van con.” Ong nghi dén Eileen Hutton.

Barr ndi, “Nhiing si quan thdi. Chang con ai khac.”

Reacher d4p, “Toi timg 1 mdt s quan. L& ra anh phéi nhé nhitng chuyén nhur thé.”

“Nhung hdi d6 6ng khong giong nhimg nguoi khéc. D6 1 diéu toi mubn noi.”

“Toi khac ho nhur thé nao?”

“Ong am viéc dé kiém song.”

“Ké vé tran bong di.”

“Tai sao 6ng khong c6 nha? Ong sbng c6 6n khong?”

“Gidr lai lo ing cho t6i a?”

“T6i khong thiy vui khi moi ngudi séng khong on.”

Reacher ndi, “T6i song on. Tin t6i di. Anh mdi 1 ké khong 6n.”

“Gio ong i cém a? O day? Toi chra bao gio thdy 6ng quanh ddy ca.”

Reacher Fic dau. “Téi chi i mdt cong dan binh thurong.”

“Song & dau?”

“Khong ¢ dau ca. Khép thé gioi.”

“Tai sao 6ng dén day?”

Reacher khong dap.

Barr n6i, “O. Pé tomcb t61.”

“Ké vé tran bong di.”

Barr ni, “Day 1a mbt trin Cubs gip Cardinals. Trin ngang ngira. Doi Cards théing, nira sau hrot chin, dong loat vé dich.”

“Bdng roi ngoai san [24] a?”

[24]: Home-run: chi viée d4nh bong khong pham quy mé doi phong thi khong 6 kha ning thu hdi bong trude khi doi tin cong ghi diém
“Khong, mdt 16i. Bi bd, dénh cip chdt, loai nguoi chay & chdt hai, danh lira nguoi chay ¢ chét ba, mdt b loai. Chiin ngiin nhéit bong, kiém tra ngwoi
chay, ném t6i chot mot, nhung bong bay vao hang gheé danh cho cau thi dy bi, diém dugce tinh vi pham 16i. Ghi duge diém ma khong phai dap tring
bdng trong higp.”

“To1 theo dd1 Cards. Toi ludn Ia fan cua ho.”

“Tran nay dién ra khi nio?”



“T6i con khong biét hom nay thir miy nita kia.”

Reacher khong néi gi.

Barr n6i, “T6i khong tin ndi minh da kam diéu ma ho néi. Khong tin ndi.”
Reacher ndi, “C6 rat nhiéu bang chimg.”

“That sao?”

“Khong nghi ngo gi.”

Barr nhim it lai.

Hén hoi, “Bao nhiéu nguoi?”’

“Nam.”

Ngue Barr phap phong, Nude miét (ra ra tir doi nit nhém nghién. Miéng hiin méo xéch. Héin khoc, du van kep trong céi khung,
Hin hoi, “Tai sao t6i im chuyén d6 chu?”

Reacher hoi lai, “Trudc kia tai sao anh im thé?”

Barr dap, “Luic d6 61 bi khing.”

Reacher khong dap.

Barr ni, “Khong bién ho gi ca. Liic d6 t6i ki mot ké khac. Toi nghi a minh da thay dbi. Toi da tin chéc i minh da thay ddi xong. Toi da 1 ngudi 6t sau
chuyén d6. Toi c¢d gang rat nhicu. Mudi bon nam, tu cdi tao.”

Reacher khong néi gi.

Barr noi, L& ra t0i da ty sét. Ong biét d6, cai hoi dy. Sau lic do. Toi sujt tu sat miy lan. Toi ho then qué doi. Ngoai trix viée bon g & Kuwait City hoa
ra 1a ké xau. Do 1a niém an i duy nhat ctia t6i. Toi bam vao do, nhu mdt niém ctru chude.”

“Tai sao anh gjit tat ca mo sting d6?”

“Khong thé bo ching duge. Co ching dé nhiic nhd t6i. Va ching gitt cho t6i theo duong ngay thing. That 1 khé gitt cho minh ngay théing ma khong ¢6
ching.”

“Cé bao gi¢ anh str dung chiing khong?”

“Thinh thoang, Khong nhiéu Em. Doi lic thoi.”

“Lamg?”

“O truong ban.”

“O dau? Canh sat da kiémtra.”

“Khong phéi & day. Toi qua bién gidi bang dén Kentucky. C6 mot truong bén & do, gia khé ré.”
“Anh c6 biét quang trrdng & khu thirong mai khong?”

“Bibt chir. Toi la ngwoi & day ma.”

“K¢é cho t6i nghe anh im chuyén d6 nhur thé ndo.”

“T6i khong nhé minh am chuyén d6.”

“Vay thi n6i cho toi biét anh s& m chuyén d6 nhur thé nao. V& niit Iy thuyét thoi. Nhur 1 modt ké hoach chién thuét.”
“Céc myc tiéu a gi?”

“Khach bo hanh. Pang di ra khoi toa nha S¢ Péng kiém.”



Bar lai nhim miét lai. “D6 i nguoi t6i da ban a?”

Reacher dap, “Nam nguroi.”

Barr lai khoc. Reacher budc xa ra va kéo chiéc ghé dang dura vao turdng. Ong xoay n6 lai va ngdi xubng, ngdi nguroc trén chiée ghé.

Barr hoi, “Khi nao?”

“Chiéu thir Sau.”

Barr khong néi gi hoi lu.

Hin hoi, “Ho bt ti nhur thé nao?”

“Anh thir doan xem.”

“C6 phai bi chan lai trén duong khong?”

“Tai sao?”

“T6i s& chdr cho dén khi kha mudn. C6 1& ngay sau ndm gio chiéu. Khi d6 s& dong nguoi. Toi s& dimg xe trén xa 10 phia sau thu vién. 0 cho xa 19 treo.
Mat troi ¢ phia Tay, sau lung t6i, khong choi vao ong ngam Tois& mo cira kinh bén ghé hanh khéch, nhim thang hang va trit hét 6 dan, rdi vt di. Cach
duy nhat dé bj tom i bi mbt tay canh sat tudn tra bét lai vi toi phong qua toc do v tinh cor thay khéu sing. Nhung ti nghi t61 hén d lo dén chuyén do.
Phai khong nao? Toi nghii 1 minh s& gidu khdu sting va li cham thoi. Khong li nhanh. Viéc gi t6i lai liéu inh ph6 minh ra nhu thé chir?”

Reacher khong ndi gi.

Barr ndi, “Vdy k sa0? C6 & mot tay canh sat tuin tra da dimg lai dé gitp t0i ngay ¢ d6. Phai thé khong? Trong khi dang ddu xe. C6 & hiin nghi xe t0i bi
xep banh. Hay hét xang,”

Reacher hoi, “Anh c6 mdt céi tru chéin dudng phéi khong?”
“Caigi?”

“Céi tru chéin duong”

Barr sip stra n6i khong, nhung roi héin ngung lai.

Hgin ndi, “Toi nghi 1a minh ¢6 gitt mot cgii Khong biét ¢6 coi 1a t6i co hay khong, T6i da cho trai nhya 161 vao nha. Pam tho bo lai mdt ci tru trén via hé
dé ngan thién ha 1ai xe 1én d6. To6i da dé nd ¢ d6 ba ngay. Ho khong hé quay lai lay nd di.”

“Vay anh da lam gi véi cai try d6?”

“T6i b no trong nha dé xe.”

“N6 con ¢ do khong?”

“T61 nghil con. Toi tin 14 con.”

“Li vio nha am xong khi na0?”

“Dau mia xuAn, t0i nghi vay. Vai thang trude.”
“Anh c6 hoa don khong?”’

Barr c6 Fic dAu. Nhin it vi cai khung lim dau.

Héin n6i, “D6 B mot doan hru dong. Toi nghi chiing chom nhya dudng ciia thanh phd. Chic hén B & chd ho bit dau sira chita dudng s6 Mot. Toi tré
bang tién nt, nhanh gon sach s&.”

“Anh c6 ban bé nao khdng?”
“Vai nguoi.”
“Ho la ai?”

“May thing cha thoi. Mot hai ngudi gi do.”



“C6 ai la ban moi khong?”

“Chéc khong”

“Dan ba?”

“Ho khong thich t6i.”

“Ké vé tran bong chay di.”

“T6i ké roi.”

“Liic d6 anh & dau? Trong xe? O nha?”
Barr dap, “O nha. Toi dang an.”

“Anh nhé diéu d6 a?”

Barr chop niit. “Ba bac sitam Iy néi réng toi nén cd ging nhd lai khung canh xung quanh. Viée ny c6 thé mang thém nhiéu diéu trd lai. Toi dang trong
bép, an thit ga, ngudi. Voi khoai tay ran. Toi nhd vay. Nhung chi nhé duge dén the thoi.”

“Ubng gi khong? Bia, nuréc qua, ca phé?”

“T6i khong nhé. Toi chi nhé dang Eing nghe trén bong. Toi c6 mit chiéc radio hiéu Bose. N6 dé trong nha bép. Trong d6 ¢6 mdt ti vi nita, nhung t6i
lu6n uoén nghe tran bong, khdng bao gio xem. Nhur hoi con bé vay.”

“Anh da cam thiy ra sao lic d6?”
“Cam thiy?”

“Vui? Budn? Binh thurong?”’

Barr lai im king mot Itc.

Héin dép, “Ba béc si ciing hoi cAu ndy. Toi n6i v6i ba B binh thuong, nhung thit ra t0i nghi | lic d6 ti dang cam thiy vui. Nhur ¢6 dicu gi 6 ot dep sap
xdy dén vay.”

Reacher khong néi gi.

Barr hoi, “Téi im hong chuyén thiim cta ba 4y, phai khong?”
Reacher n6i, “K¢é vé& em gai ctia anh di.”

“No6 wira ¢ day. Trude khi ¢ ludt sur vao.”

“Anh nghi gi vé c6 ay?”

“N6 I tat ca nhing gi toi co.”

“Anh s& lam gi dé bao vé co 4y?”

Barr dap, “Toi s& hm bat ctr dicu gl.”

“Bit cir didu gi loai nao?”

“Toi s& nhan Qi néu ho d€ t6i nhan. N6 vin phai doi di noi khéc, c6 1€ phai ddi tén ho. Nhung t6i s& dd cho n6 nhimg gi ti ¢6 thé. N6 da mua cho tdi
chiéc radio. B¢ nghe bong chay. Qua sinh nhat.”

Reacher khong néi gi.

Barr hoi, “Vi sao 6ng dén day?”
“Dé thanh toan anh.”

“Toi dang toi im.”

“Anh d khong bén tir xa 16. Anh bén tir bai dau xe m6i.”



“Trén durong s6 Mot?”

“PAu Bic.”

“That 1 khimg, Tai sao toi lai ban tir d6?”

“Anh yéu cau vi ludt sur du tién ctia minh tim t6i. Vao ngy thir Bay.”

“Tai sao t0i lai im nhur thé? L& ra 6ng I ke t6i khong mudn gip nhét trén doi. Ong biét chuyén ¢ Kuwait City. Tai sao t6i lai mudn x6i lai chuyén d6?”
“Tran ké tiép ctia d6i Cards [ trin nao?”

“Toi khong biét.”

“C6 nhd xem. T6i can hiéu cac chi tiét & day.”

Barr ddp, “Toi khong nhé duge. Khong co gi ¢ d6 cd. Toi nho duoc ca ghi diém quyét dinh, chi ¢d thé thoi. Dam binh luan vién phét 10 cé n. Ong bit
ho 161 d6. Ho khong the tin ndi chuyén do. Nghia 1a, thua kiéu d6 thi ngu qua chimg. Nhung day la d6i Cubs, phai khong? Nguoi ta noi rang ho uon
Iuon tim cach nao d6 dé thua.”

“Con trude tran bong thi sao? Liic trude trong cling hdom do6?”’

“T6i khong nho.”

“Nhur binh thudng thi anh dang lim gi?”

“Khong gi may. Toi khong am gi nhiéu.”

“Tran bong trude d6 cua doi Cardinals ra sao?”

“T6i khong nhd.”

“Ngay trude d6 anh con nhé duge gi?”

“Toi khong chéic. Chuyén lat 16i xe vao ching?”

“P6 Ia nhiéu thang trude 16i.”

Barr néi, “To1i nhd ¢6 di choi dau do.”

“Khi nao?”

“T6i khong chic. Mai déy thoi.”

“Mot minh?”

“C6 I8 voi ngudi khéc. Toi khong chic. Ciing khong chéc i ¢ dau.”

Reacher khong ndi gi. Chi nga nguoi dua ra sau ghé va ing nghe tiéng bip bip nho nho tir chiée may tro tim. N6 dang chay rét nhanh. Ca hai chiéc cong
rung Ién leng keng,

Barr hoi, “Cai gi trong c4c tii thudc vay?”

Reacher nheo mit tranh anh ning va doc dong chit trén nhing chiée tii.
Ong néi, “Thudc khéng sinh.”

“Khéng phai thude giam dau a?”

“Khong”

“Toi doan i ho nghi t6i khong dang duoc ¢6 thude giam dau.”

Reacher khong dap.

Barr n6i, “Chiing ta biét nhau liu im rdi, phai khong? Ong va t6i?”

Reacher d4p, “Khong hin vy.”



“Khong phéi theo kiéu ban be.”

“Anh hiéu dung ddy.”

“Nhung ching ta d3 gin bé vi nhau.”
Reacher khong néi gi.

Barr néi, “Khong phai vy sao?”

Reacher dap, “Trén mot phuong dién nao d6.”
Barr hoi, “Thé thi 6ng s& immot diéu cho 6i chir? Nhu mot an hu?”
Reacher hoi, “Diéu gi?”

“Rutt miy cai kim truyén ra khoi tay toi.”
“Visao?”

“Dé t6i & bi nhiém tring ma chét.”

Reacher dap, “Khong,”

“Tai sao khong?”

Reacher dap, “Chua téi luc.”

Ong dimg day va dat chiéc ghé dua lai vao tudng rdi i budc ra khoi phong, Ong qua banbao v¢ va xuyén qua budng nén khi, 1di vao thang méy xudng
dt. Xe ctia Helen khong con trong bai xe. C6 da di mit. C6 khong chd dng, Ong di bo vay, sudt con dudng tir ria thi trén.

Ong chon con dudng di qua murdi khdi nha dang duoc thi cong va dén thur vién trude tién. DA qua trua nhung thur vién vin con mo clra. Ngudi dan ba
mit budn ngdi & ban chi cho dng noi cit giir bao chi cii. Ong khoi du v6i chdng bao Indianapolis ctia tudn trrde, t bao mi éng da doc trén xe buyt.
Ong bo qua ngay Chi nhét, thir Bay va thir Sau. Ong bét dau véi thir Nam, thir Tu r6i thir Ba, va ong tim duoc ngay td thir Hai i 6ng ghé mit vio.
Poi Chicago Cubs da choi loat ba tran & St. Louis khoi ddu vao ngdy thir Ba. Tran du mo dau da két thic theo c4i cach ma Barr da mo ta v6i ong,
Hoa & cubi luot thir chin, di bd, danh cip chdt, loai ngudi chay, 16i. Cac chi tiét ndm ngay trén t& bao sang ngay thir Tur. Mot ¢t dong loat vé dich ghi
diémma khong phai dap tring bong trong hiép. Khoang muroi gio tdi thir Ba. Barr da nghe tiéng la dién cudng ctia ¢4m binh ludn vién chi sau muroi bay
i trurde khi hin nd sing,

Sau d6 Reacher quay vé theo 16i cii dén s& canh sat. Bén kh01 phd vé hudng Tay, mot khdi vé& huéng Nam Ong khong lo dén gio m ctra ctia nd. Ong
thiy n6 ¢6 vé nhur o cura 24/7. Ong budc tlnng dén ban tiép tan va vién quyén cta luat su bién ho doi xem lai chimg cir ctia vu an. Tay nhdn vién goi
dién cho Emerson i chi Reacher di thing dén khu nha xe ciia Bellantonio.

Bellantonio chd 6ng & d6 va mo cira. Khong thay d6i gi mzfly, nhung Reacher nhan thay mdt vai mén duoc bd sung thém. Nhirng méanh gidy méi, ¢6 ép
plastic, duoc ghim bén trén va dudi nhitng to cii trén cac tim van, nhur nhitng manh ghi nhé hay phu huc.

Ong hoi, “C6 tin gi moi khong?”

Bellantonio dap, “Ludn luon c6. Ching t6i khong bao gio ngii ca.”

“Vay thi tin gi moi nao?”

Bellantonio dap, “ADN dong vat. Pung y vai 16ng chd cua Barr ¢ hién truong,”
“Con ch6 hién & dau?”

“Cho yén gidc nghin thu roi.”

“Lanh kng nhi?”

“Con ché khén nan d6 c6 i tinh gi dau?”

Bellantonio khong ndi gi.

Reacher hdi, “Con chuyén gi khac khong?”



“Kiém tra thém vé soi vai, va vé dan dao. Chung toi rat tin tudng vé moi chuyén. Loai dan hi¢ulakeCityturong d6ihiém va chiing t61 da chimg thire
duge viée Barr ¢6 mua gin mt ndm trude day. O Kentucky.”

“Hén c6 str dung truong bin & dudi do.”

Bellantonio git dau, “Ching t6i ciing tim ra truong bén d6.”

“Con gi nita khong?”

“Céi tru chéin dudng i ctia s¢ xy dung thanh phd. Ching t6i khong biét hin Jiy bang cach nao hay khi ndo.”
“Con chuyén gi nita?”

“Toi nghi chi chirng d6 thoi.”

“Thé con tin x4u dau?”

“Tin x4u 4?”

“Ong cho t6i toan 1 tin tdt. Thé nhitng c4u hoi khong ¢6 1o dap dau?”

“T61i nghi 13 khong c6 cau nao ca.”

“Ong c6 chéc khong?”

“T6i tin chéc.”

Reacher liéc nhin quanh hinh vudng do nhitng tAm van tao thanh, mdt [An nita, that cAn than.
Ong hoi, “Ong c6 choi bai poker khong?”

“Khong”

“Thé 1a khon ddy. Ong la mot ké ni dbi hang bét.”

Bellantonio khong ndi gi.

Reacher noij, “Ong nén lo ]éng di 13 vira. Hin ma thoat dugc, hin s8 kién ong téi noi toi chdn v& vu con chd.”
Bellantonio d4p, “Hén s& khong thoat dau.”

Reacher n6i, “Khong, Toi khong cho ring hin s& thoat.”

* % %

Emerson dang chd bén ngoai cira phong ciia Bellantonio. Khoéc 40 khoac, khong ca vat. Trong niit ong 16 su gin dir, nhur bat ky g canh sat ndo bi
ket voi may chuyén ludt su.

Ong ta hoi, “Ong c6 gip hén & bénh vién khong?”

Reacher d4p, “Han khong nh g tir t6i thir Ba trd di. Ong sép stra tha hd ma vét 1on.”
“T¢ hai.”

“Ong nén diéu hanh nhig nha ti an toan hon.”

“Rodin s& diéu nhiing chuyén gia dén.”

“Con gii ctia ong ta da Bmroi.”

“C6 nhitng tién & phap ly.”

“R& rang ching d4 duoc giai quyét theo ca hai cach.”

“Ong mudn nhin thing khén kiép d6 song chudng sao?”

Reacher n6i, “Sai lam ciia 6ng, khong phai ctia t61.”



“Ong cir viéc noi cho sudng,”
“Khong ¢ ai sudng ca. Chua dau.”

Ong 1di s& canh sat va di b subt con duong trd lai tda cao b kinh den. Helen Rodin dang ngdi & ban, xem xét mot & gidy. Danuta, Mason va Niebuhr
da di khoi. Con mot minh co.

Cb ndi, “Rosemary da hoi anh ¢b v& Kuwait City. C6 ay ké v6i toi nhur véy, khi c6 4y ra khoi phong anh minh ¢ bénh vién.”
Reacher hdi, “Va?”

“Anh ta n6i chuyén d6 déu c6 that.”

“Hiin khong phai mdt cudc trd chuyén vui vé gi.”

Helen lic dau, “Rosemary rat dau budn. C6 4y ndi James ciing vay. Anh ta khong thé tin ring minh lai im diéu d6 1an nita. Khong thé tin réng anh ta virt
bé murdi bon namdi.”

Reacher khong ndi gi. Ciin phong im king. RSi Helen dira cho Reacher xem tor gidy ¢6 dang doc.
C5 ndi, “Eileen Hutton B mdt chudn tudng,”

Reacher ndi, “Vay 1a ba ta thang tién Fim. Ba ta moi 14 thiéu ta hoi t6i biét ba ta.”

“Ong cép bac g khi d6?”

“Dai ty.”

“Diéu d6 khong bét hop phap a?”

“Thire tinh i ¢6. Ddi véi ba 4y.”

“Hoi d6 ba ta lam trong don vi JAG [25].”

[25]: Judge Advocate General's Corps (JAG): dai dién ludt phap t5i cao ctia moi hrc Irong vii trang Hoa Ky, thanh vién 1 cac si quan I chanh 4n cac
toa an quén sy.

“Céc luat su ciing c6 thé pha luat, nhu bat cir ai khac.”
“Ba ta van thude JAG.”

“Hén nhién. Ngudi ta khong ti hudn luyén ho.”

“Déng & Lau nam goc.”

“D6 1a noi ho giit nhitng nguoi wu ti.”

“Ba ta s€ c6 mit ¢ day vao ngay mai.”

Reacher khong noi gi.

Helen n6i, “Dé cung cap 1oi khai.”

Reacher khong noi gi.

“Budi ly 10i khai duoc sip xép vao bon gidr chiéu. C6 & ba ta s& bay dén trong budi sang va thué khéch san néo d6. Vi dém mai ba ta s& phii ngii lai
day. Mudn qua khong thé bay vé dugc.”

“Cb sdp bao t6i moi ba ta an t6i 42

Helen dap, “Khong, Toi sip bao ong mdi ba ta an trua. Trude khi ba ta gip cha toi. Toi can biét trude Iy do ba ta dén ddy.”
Reacher noi, “Ho giét con chd clia Barr rdi.”

“N6 gia 161,

“Dicu d6 khong lam ¢6 ban tam 42”



“Sao phai thé?”

“Con ch6 khong lam phién gi ai ca.”

Helen khong n6i gi.

Reacher hdi, “Hutton s& & khach san nao?”

“Toi khong biét. Ong s& phai chop ba ta & phi trudng.”
“Chuyén bay n10?”

“Toi ciing khong biét. Nhung khong c6 chuyén ndo bay thing tir Washington. Vi thé t6i nghi ba ta s& d6i may bay & Indianapolis. Ba ta s& khong dén
dugc trude murdi mot gio sang dau.”

Reacher khong noi gi.

Helen n6i, “T6i xin 16i. Vi d ndi véi Danuta ring chiing ta khong c6 chimg cir ndo vé ké giat day. Toi khong ¢d y to ra thiéu ton trong.”
Reacher n6i, “C6 néi diing ddy. Chiing ta da khong c6 chimg cir gi ca. Vao lic d6.”

C6 nhin 6ng, ‘“Nhung?”

“Gid thi ching ta ¢6 1.”

“Caig?”

“Ho dang vé& ran thém chan & s canh sat. Ho ﬁmthéy s vai, dan dao, ADN ctia cho, hda don mua dan & tan mdt noi ndo d6 & Kentucky. Ho lan theo
cai try chan duong téi tan chinh quyén thanh pho. Ho c6 dt moi thir.”

Helen lai hoi, “Nhung?”

“Nhung ho khéng c6 bang ghi hinh James Barr dang lai xe vao dé dat cai tru chan duong trong bi dau xe trude do.”

“Ong c6 chic khong?”

Reacher git dau. “Gio thi ho phéi xem céc cudn bang ca chyc in roi. Néu ho da tim thy héin, thi ho da dimg méy chiu lai, in nhitng tim hinh ra va ghim
chiing Ién cho ¢4 thé gioi xem Nhung khong c6 nhitng tam hinh 6, cé nghia 14 ho khong tim thay ching, C6 nghiia 14 James Barr da khong 14i xe vao dé
dat san cai tru 6 d6.”

“Dicu do c6 nghiia a mot ké nao khac am chuyén do.”

Reacher dép, “Ké giat day. Hay mot trong nhimg con rdi khac. Mot lic nao d6 sau tdi thir Ba. Barr van nghi ring cai tru chéin van con trong nha xe ciia
héin hom thir Ba.”

Helen lai nhin 6ng, “Duké d6 I ai thi hén ciing phai c6 mit trong cac cubn bang.”

Reacher néi, “Diing vay.”

“Nhung ¢6 hang tram chiéc xe & d6.”

“Ta c6 thé gan loc xudng con mot it. Ta dang tim mdt chiée xe con. Céi loai xe san qué thép khong chay duoc trén con dudng vio nong trai.”
“Ké giat day that sy hién hiru, phai khong nao?”

“Khdng c6 cach giai thich nao khac cho chuyén xay ra.”

Helen ndi, “Alan Danuta chic hén diing, 6ng biét d6. Cha t6i s& sin sang trao doi Barr dé lay ke giat dy. C6 ngdc thi ong Ay moi khong lam thé.”
Reacher khong néi gi.

Helen n6i, “C6 nghia |a Barr s& thot 9i. Ong hicu d6, phéi khong? Khong ¢ chon lya néo khéc. Nhitng réc rdi vé lujt php cta qué trinh khéi kién
qua nhiéu.”

Reacher khong néi gi.

Helen n6i, “T6i ciing khong vui vé gi vé chuyén nay. Nhung véi t6i né chi i van dé PR thoi. Toi c6 thé xoay x6 ra khoi vu ndy. it nhét thi t6i ciing hy



vong thé. Toi ¢6 thé d6 hét 16i cho ci cach diéu hanh nha tii ctia ho. Toi ¢6 thé ndi ring khong phai minh I ngudi giai thoét cho hén.”
Reacher néi, “Nhung?”

“Ong s& am gi day? Ong dén déy dé thanh toan hén, vAy ma hén sdp thoét i

Reacher d4p, “T6i khong biét minh s& lam gi. Toi ¢6 nhimg hra chon ndo day?”

“T6i chi sg' c6 hai diéu théi. Mot [, ong co thé thdi khong gitp t6i timra ké giat day. Toi khong thé lim viéc 4y mot minh va Emerson s& khong ca ming
dén viéc gitp to1L.”

“Va hai a?”

“Ong c6 thé tyr minh giai quyét voi Barr.”

“Piéu d6 a dwong nhién.”

“Nhung 6ng khong thé 1am thé. Ong s& di i sudt doi trong trrdng hop 6ng may mén.”
Ban dang doc truyén Mot Phdt Mot Mang duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 15

“Trong truong hop t6i b bat.”

“Ong s& bi bt. Toi s& biét 1a 6ng thuc hién chuyén d6.”

Reacher mim cuoi, “Co6 khai téira a?”

Helen dap, “Toi s& phéi lm thé.”

“Néu ¢6 13 lut sur ctia t6i thi khong. C6 khong thé hé mbi.”

“T6i khong phai 1a luat su cia 6ng.”

“T6i c6 thé thué ¢d.”

“Rosermary ciing s& biét, va co ta s& khai ng ra ngay thoi. Va Franklin. Ong ta da nghe ong ké cau chuyén.”
Reacher gat dau.

Ong lai ndi, “T6i khong biét minh s& am gi ddy.”

“Ching ta lam thé ndo dé timra ké nay?”

“Nhur ¢6 vira ndi xong, tai sao t6i lai phai im diéu d6?”

“Boi vi t6i khong nghil ng vira 1ong voi nira 6 banh mi.”

Reacher khong noi gi.

Helen n6i, “Toi nghi 1 ong muén sur thét. Toi khong nghil 1 ong thich ngudi ta ding vai bit mét ong lai. Ong khong thich b choi nhw mdt thing kho.”
Reacher khong noi gi.

Helen n6i, “Va lai, vu nay that 1a kinh tdm. C6 sau nan nhin & day. Nam nguoi bi giét va chinh Barr nita.”
“C4i dinh nghiia mdi v& nan nhin nay hoi rong qua ddi véi toi.”

“Bac si Niebuhr nghi chiing ta s& tim ra mot mbi quan hé tir trude. Chic B mdi quan hé moi day. Mot ngudi ban moi. Chiing ta c6 thé tiép can theo cach
de.”


http://ebookfull.net

Reacher ndi, “Barr n6i vai t6i 1 hin khong c6 ban méi nao ca. Chi cé mdt hay hai ban cii thoi.”
“Hén c6 noi that khong?”

“Toi nghi 13 c6.”

“Vay thi Niebuhr sai.”

“Niebuhr chi doan thoi. Ong ta 1a bac sitamly. Ho chilam mdi mdt viée 13 doan.”
“T6i ¢6 thé hoi Rosemary.”

“Liéu c6 4y co biét ban ctia hin khong?”

“Chéc biét. Ho rat gin giii nhau.”

Reacher n6i, “Véy hiy ly danh sach di.”

“Bac si Mason ciing dang doan a?”

“Khong nghi ngd gi. Nhung trong trrong hop ctia ba ta thi t6i nghi 1a ba doan diing,”
“Néu Niebuhr sai vé chuyén ban be, thi ching ta lim gi day?”

“Ching ta phéi danh phi du.”

“Bang cach n0?”

“Chic chéin c6 m)t gal theo t0i t6i hom qua va i biét chéc | c6 mdt gal theo t0i sang nay. Toi nhin thiy g bén ngoai quéng trudng. Vi thé i sau gip
lai, t6i s€ c6 doi 1o voi gd. Ga sé cho t6i biet gd dang lam viéc cho ai.”

“Chi don gian nhur thé sao?”

“Ngudi ta thuong noi cho i biét nhitng gi t6i mudn biét.”

“Visao?”

“Bai vi t61 hdi ho mdt cach diu dang,”

“Purng quén hoéi Eileen Hutton mdt cach diu dang nhé.”

Reacher néi, “Toi s€ giip co sau.”

Ong di vé huéng Nam, di qua khach san, va tim thay mdt quan an binh dan dé an tdi. Sau d6 6ng di vé& hudng Bac bude chim, bang qua quang trudng,
qua toa cao ¢ kinh den, dudi xa 16, di hét con duong trd lai bar rurou thé thao. Ong di lang thang trén duong sudt ca gid ma khong thiy ai di theo minh.
Khong thiy gi dan 6ng tan tat trong bd do vest ky cuc. Khong mdt ai.

Bar ruou thé thao voi khach mdt nira va mén hinh nio cling chiéu bong chay. Ong tim dén mot chiéc ban trong goc va xemdoi Cardinals dhu voi doi
Astros ¢ Houston. D6 1a mdt trén nhat nh&o cubi mia gitta hai doi khong con strc ganh dua. Trong sudt thoi gian quang céo gilta trdn 6ng quan sat canh
cua. Khong thay ai. Thir Ba con im ang hon ca thir Hai, & cai miét trong nay.

Grigor Linsky bAm dién thoai di dong.

Ga noi, “Han quay lai quéan bar.”

The Zec hoi, “Hén c6 thiy may khong?”

“Khong”

“Tai sao hén lai tr6 lai quén bar?”

“Khong c6 Iy do gi ca. Hin can mot noi dé dén, c6 vy thoi. Hin tha bo loanh quanh gan mdt gid, ¢ y im cho em 16 dién.”

Im ling trong mdt thoang,

The Zec noi, “Dé mic hin & d6. T6i di, minh n6i chuyén.”

%k sk ok



Alex Rodin goi dién vé nha Emerson. Emerson dang an 61 mudn voi v va hai con gai, va 6ng khong himg thi gi viéc nghe miy trong lc nay. Nhung
ong van nghe. Ong burdc ra ngoai hanh lang va ngoi xuong bac thang gan cudi, chom ngurdi téi trurde, chong cti cho 1n goi, chice dién thoai kep gitra ba
vai va tai.

Rodin néi, “Chiing ta cAn im mot diéu gi d6 véi thing cha Jack Reacher.”

Emerson noj, “Toi khong thy héin | mdt van dé nghiém trong. C6 1& héin mubn nhur thé, nhung hin khong thé Bm cho céc di kign bién mat. Ching ta da
¢d dugce nhiéu thir hon mirc can thi€t trong vu cta tay Barr ndy.”

Rodin n6i, “Gior thi vin d& khong phai 12 cac dir kién. Ma I chimg mit tri nhé. La bén bao chita s& loi dung n6 dén mirc ndo.”
“Vige d¢ tuy thude vao 6 con gai cua dng,”

“Hin c6 mot anh hudng xdu ddi voi con bé. Toi dang doc luat tién 1& [26]. N6 1a mdt ving xam that sur. VAn dé can kiém tra khong phai 1 Barr c6 nho
caingly gly an hay khong Ma la han ¢6 hiéu cai tién trinh, ngay ic ndy, hom nay hay khong, va ching ta c¢6 di nhitng chimg ctr khéc dé két t6i ma
khong can dén 1i cung khai truc tiép ciia hdn hay khong.”

[26]: Tién I& phap/an 1 phap hay luat vu viéc, nghia 1 khi xét xir, thdm phan c6 thé dua theo cac phén quyét cho céc vu viée twong tur trong qué kh.
“Toi c6 thé néi la co.”

“T6i cling nghi viy. Nhung Helen can tiéu hoa diéu d6. Con bé can phai dong y. Nhung con bé cir bi tén kia dm sudt, khién dau dc né dao dién. Toi
hiéu né ma. Con bé s&¢ khong chiu tin cho t6i khi nao han bien khoi vu nay.”

“T6i khong hiéu minh c6 thé lim g ddy.”

“T6i mudn ng tom b hén.”

Emerson ndi, “Téi khong thé am chuyén d6. Khong c6 6 gl.”

Rodin khong noi gi.

RO ong ndi, “Vay thi hity dé mét dén hin nhé. Hin ma khac nho trén via he thi t6i muén 6ng nhot hin lai va dot cho hén mot trén.”
Emerson dap, “Pay khong phai a mién Vién Tay. Toi khong thé xua héin ra khoi thanh phd.”

“C6 18 mdt vu bt nhdt i du. Ching ta can mdt cai gi d6 dé pha buia mé. Hén dang thic ddy Helen dén chd ma con bé khong mubn dén. Téi hiéu no.
Chi minh con bé théi thi n6 s&€ bd Barr ngay, khoi phai ban.”

Linsky bi dau sudt dudng trd lai xe. Mot gio phai di dlmg 1 hét c& d6i voi gil. Ngy xua nhimng c4i xwrong trén cot song cla gi da bidap vo bang mot
caibla dau tron ctia ki su mdt cach c6 phuong phép, hét ddt nay den d6t khac, khoi dau tir xwong cut va di dan 1én qua moi ddt song thap hon, va
khong my voi vang. Thuong 1a du thoi gian cho cai trude lanh lai 16i mGi dan cho v ci tiép theo. Khi cai cudi cling da lanh, thi ching lai bat dau lm lai.
Choi mdc cam, chiing goi trd ndy nhur thé. Choi timg thang 4m. Rét cude thi gi khong con nhé ndi co bao nhiéu thang am ching da choi trén than thé cia
minh.

Nhung i khong bao gio néi vé chuyén nay. The Zec con gip phai nhimng chuyén té hai hon.

Chiéc Cadillac c6 ghé mmva ngéi vao né thit 1 nhe minh. Chic xe c6 dong co nd émru, chay rat ddmva mot chiéc radio rat tot. Nhitng chiéc
Cadillac 1 mdt trong nhirng thir d lm cho nudc M thinh mdt noi chdn tuyét voi, bén canh d4m dan ching ca tin va nhitng s& canh sat qué quét.
Linsky da song ¢ nhiéu nurée khac nhau va khong hé ban khon thém vé chuyén nude nio 1a vira y nhat. Nhimg noi khic g cude bo, hay chay, hay 1&
1ét trong dAt bui, hay déy xe bo va xe truot tuyét bang tay. Gior thi ga ngur trén mot chiée Cadillac.

Ga l4i dén nha The Zec, ngdinha & cach thi trén tam dam vé& hudng Tay Bac, ké bén nha may nghién d4 ctia Bo. Nha may I mdt xuong cong nghiép
trén mot via da voi trit hrgng I6n duge kham phé dudi dat cay, xdy da bon chuc nam nay. Ngbi nha B mot thir liu dai trang & duoc xAy tram nam trude,
khi phong canhvﬁnconnguyenven, danh cho mot thurong gia budn vai voc giau cd. N6 qué trudng gia va mau me vé moi nit, nhung nd 1 mot ngdi nha
tién nghi cling nhu cai 16 tién nghi ctia chiée Cadillac. Pidu dang] ké nhét 13 n6 ngy mt minh gitta mjt ving dat phang, C6 thoi noi day duoc bao quanh
boi nhiéu khu virdn xinh dep, nhung The Zec da san bing cdy cbi va bui rAm dé tao nén mot ving hoan toan bang phing va mo tam nhin ra khip chung
quanh. Khong c6 hang rao nao ca, vi lamsao The Zec ¢6 thé chiu dung thém mdt ngaty ndo nita & sau rao chéin? Ciing vi Iy do d6 ma khong c6 khoa,
khong c6 then chdt, khong c6 thanh chén nio ca. Khong gian thoang dang la mon qua ma The Zec tang cho minh. Nhung d6 ddng thoi ciing 1 phurong
phap an ninh tuyét hao theo cach riéng ciia n6. Ngdi nha Fip may quay phim giamsat. Khong mot ai ¢o thé tiép can v6i ngdi nha ma khong bi phat hién.
Vio ban ngiy, khach khira hién 16 it nhét 3 cach hai trim thudc, va khi tri t5i thiét bi gia tang thi hrc vao ban dém phét hién ra ho trong khoang cach
chi gan hon mot cht.

Linsky do lai va chu01 ngudi ra khoi xe. Bémim ing. Xuodng nghién d4 ngung chay vao bay gio t6i va dimg 4m thdm cho t4i lic rang d6ng, Linsky liéc
nhin vé phia né 10 bude vé& huéng ngdi nha. Canh cira trude mo ra trude khi gi tién dén gan. Anh sang 4m ap tranra va gi thy Viadimir dich than di
xubng don g, diéu ndy c6 nghia a Chenko ciing dd ¢6 mét & do, trén iy, ¢ nghia i The Zec da triéu tap tit ca cac dan em than tin nhét, c6 nghia
The Zec dang lo Eing



Linsky hit mt hoi sau, nhung ga budc vao bén trong khong ngAn ngai. Sau rt, gid thi con didu gi bz"}t ngd ¢6 thé xay ra voi gi day? Véi Viadimir va
Chenko thi khac, nhirng doi véi nhitng ngurdi ¢ tudi tc va kinh nghiém ctia Linsky thi khong con dicu gi la hoan toan khong thé turong tuong duge.

Viadimir khong ndi nang gi. Chi dong canh cura lai va di theo Linsky lén Jau. Ngdi nha c6 ba tang Téng thir nhit khong ding lam gica, chi trir gidm st.
Tét ca chc phong hoan toan dé trdng, ngoai trir mdt phong cd bdn man hinh ti vi dit trén mdt chiéc ban dai, chiéu nhig canh tir bon huéng Bic, Pong,
Nam va Tay voi goc nhin rong. Sokolov s& & do, trong coi ching. Hay la Raskin. Hai tén nay thay phién nhau timg ca muoi hai gio. Téng thir hai ctia
ngdi nha cé mot nha bep, mot phong an, mot phong khach, va mot phong lam viéc. Tang ba co cac phong ngi1 va phong tim Tang hai i noi diéu hanh
moi thir. Linsky nghe thy tiéng The Zec vong ra tir phong khach, goi gi. Ga bude thing vao ma khong £0 ctra. The Zec dang ngdi trong ghé banh, u
mdt tach tra gitta hai long ban tay. Chenko nim won trén sofa. Viadimir budc voi ngay sau Linsky va ngdi xudng canh Chenko. Linsky dimg yén cho
doi.

The Zec ndi, “Ngdi di, Grigor. Khong ai phién may ddu. D6 I thét bai ctia thing nhoc.”

Linsky git du va ngdi xubng chiéc ghé banh, hoi gan véi The Zec hon i Chenko. DS 1 dé duy tri thir bc theo mot trdt tu ding dan. The Zec tim muoi
tudi, va Linsky ciing da hon sau muroi. Ca Chenko va Viadimir d@u trén bbn muroi, va chéc chin ching Ia nhirng ngwrdi quan trong, nhung so ra Van tré
hon. Ching khong c6 cai tiéu sir ma The Zec va Linsky chia sé voi nhau. Tham chi khéng duge mot miu.

The Zec hoi bang tiéng Nga, “Ubng tra nhé?”

Linsky dap, “Vang.”

The Zec ndi, “Chenko, mang cho Grigor mot tach tra.”

Linsky cudi thdm. Chenko bi diéu di lay tra cho ga 14 101 khéing dinh vé vi tri quan trong nlﬁt Va gi thiy Chenko ciing khong phai khong san long Am
viéc d6. Han bét ddy dira bep roi mang vao mit tdch tra dat trén mot chiec khay nho bang bac. Chenko la mdt nguoi nho thd, thap lin, déo dai, khong
chit vung ve. Han c6 mii toc den tho va xui ra cho du han da cat ngan. Viadimir thi khac hén. Viadimir rat cao to va toc vang. Khoe vo cing. Hoan toan
6 kha ning Vladimir c6 mang ti gen Ptrc ¢ dau do trong dong mau. Co 1§ ba ctia han da kiém duge gen d6 hoi nam 1941, mot ti phdi thai chang han.
The Zec noi, “Bon ta da ban bac.”

Linsky hoi, “Va?”

“Chiing ta phai d6i dau véi thuc t& 1 ching ta da tao ra mdt sai lAm. Chi mot thoi, nhung n6 ¢6 thé trd nén rat phién ha.”

Linsky ndi, “Cai tru chéin duong,”

The Zec ndi, “R3 rang 1 Barr khong c6 mit trong cudn bang khi diit no.”

“R0 rang 1a vay.”

“Nhung liéu né c6 thanh ric r6i khong?”

Linsky & do hoi, «Y thay thé nao?”

The Zec d4p, “Quan trong hay khong 14 theo nt ciia ngudi xem. Thanh tra Emerson va cong t6 vién Rodin s& khong quan t@.mdén nd. N6 chi la mdt chi
tict con con, mot thir ching s& khong cam thiy can theo dudi. Tai sao chiing phai theo dudi chir? Chimg khong tim chuyén d€ tur khoco chn chinh minh.
Va khong c6 vu an nao I3 hoan hao mot tram phan tram. Ching biét thé. Thé nén chiing s€ gach bd n6 di nhu [a mdt dau moi khong thé giai thich duoc.
C6 the chiing con tu thuyét phuc minh rang Barr da ding mot chiéc xe khac.”

“Nhung?”

“Nhung n6 van b mjt dau mbi. Néu thing lish kéo n6, mot diéu gi d6 c6 thé x5 ra.”

“Chimg ctr chong lai Barr 1 khong thé cai duoc.”

The Zec git dau, “Pung thé.”

“Vay chimng d6 van chua dii cho ching sao?”

“Tét nhién I8 ra da la du. Nhung c6 thé 14 Barr khong con hién hiru. Véi nghia la khong con c6 cach phap nhin co thé sir dung duoc cho mon ludt hoc
cta ching, Han bi ching mat tri nhd ngwoc lau dai. C6 the la Rodin s€ khong dwa duoc hin ra toa. Néu vdy Rodin s€ cyc ky gian dir vé diéu do. Co
thé th@y han sé tim ki€ém mdt ban danh du. Va néu rot cude ban danh dur lai hda ra 1a mdt con ca bu hon chinh ban than Barr, thi lam sao Rodin ¢6 thé
tr ch6i?”

Linsky nhdp ngum tra. Tr ndng va ¢6 vi ngot.

GA noi, “Bao nhiéu ric rdi chi tir mdt cubn bang video?”



The Zec n6i, “Chuyén niy hoan toan tity thudc vao thing linh. Tiry thude vao swr gan Iy va tri tudng twong cia hén.”

Chenko ndi bang tiéng Anh, “Hén timg | quan canh. Thiy c6 biét didu d6 khong?”

Linsky liéc nhin Chenko. Chenko hiém khi n6i tiéng Anh trong nha.. Héin ¢6 giong M§ rit, va nhidu khi Linsky nghif ring héin x4u hé vé didu do.
Linsky n6i bang tiéng Nga, “Diéu d6 chua chic da giy 4n twong cho tao.”

The Zec ndi, “Hay cho ta. Nhung né 1 mot yéu té ma ching ta phai diit 1én ban can.”

Linsky n6i, “Gio m cho hin di md tom s& khién nguoi ta chi y. Phai vay khong?”

“Con tiry xem theo 161 ndo.”

“C6 bao nhiéu 16i ca thay?”’

The Zec n6i, “Chiing ta 6 thé str dung con bé toc d6 in nia.”

“N6 khong thé ding dé chdng lai thing linh. Hén to con, va gin nhur chéc chdn da duoc huin huyén tir vé dén noi dén chon roi.”

“Nhung héin da timg gip vin d& v6i con bé. Nhiéu ngudi biét ring con bé da g i by hdn trong vu d4nh nhau. Haly tuong tuong ngudi ta tim thiy con bé
bi thurong ning. Khi d6 théng linh s& tr thanh nghi can chinh. Chiing ta ¢6 thé dé s canh sat im cho héin cam miéng gitim minh.””

Viadimir néi, “Con bé c6 thé biét ai tin cong minh. N6 s& biét khong phéi i thing linh.”

The Zec gat du tan thuong, Linsky quan sét dng ta. Ga da quen véi nhing phuong phép ciia The Zec. The Zec thich goi cho nguoi khac noi ra 1oi gia,
nhur triét gia Socrates ngay xua vay.

The Zec n6i, “Vay thi ¢6 18 nén dé cho con bé khong n6i dugc véi ai didu gi chang.”

“Chét u?”

“Chiing ta luon luén thdy do 1 cach an toan nhat, phai khong nao?”’

“Nhung ¢6 thé con bé ¢6 nhiéu ké thi. Khong chi minh hén. C6 thé con bé 1 gi bao ching han.”

“Thé thi chiing ta nén siét chat mdi lién hé. C6 thé con bé can xuat hién & mdt noi ndo d6 dé goiy. C6 thé héin moi con bé di choi dé ndi lai quan hé tir
dhu”

“Trong khéch san ctia hén?”

“Khong, bén ngoai khach san cua hén, ta nghi viy. Nhung gén d6. Noi s& c6 nguoi khic, chir khong phai thing do tim thiy c6 bé. Mot ai d6 c6 thé goi
cho canh sat trong lic thing linh van con dang ngii. Nhur thé thi hin chi c6 thé bé tay chiu tran.”

“Lam sao x4c con bé ndm ngoai khach san cta hén duoc?”

“Hién nhién 1 hén d4nh né va n6 bo 1& di rdi ngd quy khi chura kip xa Bm.”
Linsky n6i, “Metropole Palace, hén dang & do.”

Chenko hoi, “Bao gio lam day?”

The Zec n6i, “Bit cr khi ndo may thich.”

Doi Astros thing doi Cardinals 10-7 sau mdt man trinh dién phong thi khap khiéng ciia ca hai d6i. Nhidu min choi xiu, nhidu pha pham 16i. Thing nhu
thé that t& hai, va thua con té hon. Reacher ngung theo doi tir gitra tran. Thay vi xem, ong lai nghi vé Eileen Hutton. Ba 13 mot méanh cta bie tranh kham
ddi ong. Ong c6 lAn gip ba trong nurde trude chién tranh Vimg Vinh, chi thoang ngang qua mdt phong xir an dong nghet, chi vira du lau dé ghi nhan tai
ning chong mit ctia ba, va dng da cho ring minh s& ching bao gidr gip lai ba lan nira, diéu ma theo 6ng hoi dang tiéc. Nhung rdi ba xuat hién ¢ Saudi,
tham gia tang cuong cho chién dich hrong L4 chéin sa mac 1u dai va ning né. Reacher da c6 niit & do rt lau, tir khi khoi dau véi tu cach 1 mdt dai Gy
vira bi giang cap. Giai doan dau tién ctia bat ctr syr trién khai quan sw ndo & ngoai quic ciing ludn gidng mot cude loan da gitta hai phe quan canh va linh
trang, nhung sau d6 khoang sau tuan 18 thi tinh hinh thuong 6n dinh lai chit i, va L4 chdn sa mac ciing khong ndm ngoai quy ludt. Sau sau tun da c6 mdt
co cAu, va dbi véi luc hrong canh sat quan ddi, mjt co cAu nghia 14 c6 nhan vién dong tai dia phuong, sudt tir dudi 1n trén, tix cai ti cho dén thim phén,
va Hutton d3 trinh dién véi tur cach i mot trong nhitng cong t6 vién ma ho nhdp cang vé. Reacher da cho ring d6 i do ty nguyén, va ong thiy vui, vi thé
nghia 13 rat ¢6 kha niing ba chura lip gia dinh.

Ba chura lap gia dinh thét. Lan dau tién gip nhau, 6ng dé y ban tay trai ctia ba va khong thiy chiéc nhan trén do. R&i 6ng nhin ¢b 40 ctia ba va thzfly huy
hiu mdt nhanh 14 s0i cta thicu ta. Ong nghi, day s€ 1a mot thach thire 1on d6i voi mot vién dai ty wira bi giang cap. Roi 6ng nhin doi nyit ba va thay rang



thach thirc ndy cling déng gid ’]ém D6i mit ba xanh biéc, day vé thong minh va ranh nénh. Va hira hen, 6ng doan thé. Va phiéu luu. Ong chi vira moi ba
nmuroi mot tudi, va san sang doi mat voi moi chuyén trén doi.

Cdinong sa mac cling c6 ich. Phén I6n thoi gian nhiét do trén 500C, va ngoai nhitng cude dién tap tAn cong bang hoi ngat thuong xuyén, thi ddng phuc
tiéu chuan dan dan gam xuong chi con quin sodc va 4o thun ngin tay. Va theo kinh nghiém ctia Reacher, sy k& can ctia nhitng dan 6ng dan ba nong
bong va gAn nhur trdn trudng bén nhau luén din dén mdt didu gi d6 hay ho. Hay ho hon 1 lam viéc ngoai trdi vao thang Mudi mot & Minnesota, chiic
chan 13 vay.

Nhiing tiép can ban d‘z‘?lu da théy trude Ia khd khan, can ctr vao su chénh léch cép bac. Va khi dung chuyén, 61jg da vung vé suyt héng, va dugce clru
thoat chi vi ba ciing dong tinh nhur 6ng véy, va khong ngai bay t6 ra. Saudo thi moi viée xudi chéo mit mai, subt ba thang dai. Mot khoang thoi gian tuyét
dep. Rai nhitng ménh Iénh méi dén, nhu 1ot cude thi chiing uon xdy ra. Tham chi dng khong noi 161 gid bit voi ba. Khong cé co hoi. Ciing khdng bao
gio gap lai ba.

Ong nghi, Ngay mai minh s& giip lai c6 4y.

Ong ngdi lai trong quén bar cho 6 khi dai ESPN bt dau chiéu lai nhing tin chinh m n6 da chiéu mot Jan rdi. Roi ong tré tién va budc ra via e, trong
anh sang vang tir nhitng ngon dén duong, Ong quyét dinh s€ khong trd v khach san Metropole Palace. Ong quyét dinh da dén lac thay doi. Khong c6 Iy
do nhat dinh nao hét. Chi do tinh bat an da thanh ban nang ctia dng. Di chuyén lién tuc. Pimg bao gio 6 mdt noi qua lu. Va Metropole la mbt khoi am
damcii ky. Khong tha vi gi, ngay ca doi voi nhitng tiéu chuan de dai cta 6ng. Ong quyet dinh thir & phong tro thay vi khach san. Cho ma ong da thay
trén duong dén cira hing ban phu tiing xe. Chd ké bén tiém hét toc. Moi kicu, chi 7 d6 la. C6 1& 6ng van kip cat téc mdt cai trude khi Hutton vao thi
tran.,

Chenko r0i ngdi nhé ctia The Zec vao lic nira dém. Han mang theo Viadimir. Néu con nho toc d6 can b danh cho dén chét, thi Viadimir s& phéi lam
chuyén d6. Cai nay trong phai giong thit trude miit phap y. Chenko qud nho con, khong thé nén theo kiéu mbt ciru quan nhén cao gan hai thude va nang
trén tram ky. Nhung Viadimir thi lai 1 ch}lyén khac. V]adlrmr cé thé Iam t{)t viéc ndy voi chi mdt ¢t dam duy nhat, dieu do cé thé thuyét phuc duge
phong k!]émnghiémt& thi. Mot 101 tir choi, mdt 161 phan d6i, nhao bang vé kha nang tinh duc, mdt ké to con dién Ién ma giang cho mdt ¢, hoi niing tay
hon Ia han du dinh.

Ca hai tén déu d quen 0 gai. Ching da gip ¢ trude dy vi mdi lién h¢ ctia 6 voi Jeb Oliver. Thim chi c6 1an da timg Fim vige v6i nhau. Ching biét
10i ¢0 ¢, trong mjt khu chung cur ¢6 dat virdn cho thué ném trong mot khoang dat can coi dudi bong xa 1 lién bang, noi n6 bat dau vuron Ién trén nhing
tru do, vé hudng Nam va Tay cuia khu thurong mai. Va ching biet c¢6 song & d6 mot minh.

Reacher tha bg lang thang mdt vong ba day pho dai trude khi dén nha tro. Ong bude nhe chan va ¢b Fing nghe tim tiéng lao xao ctia mdt cai bong ding
sau. Ong khong nghe thiy gi. Khong nhin thiy gi. Ong chi mdt minh.

Phong tro B mot thir 6 ¢6 that sw. C6 thoi n hén da i thir hign dai nhat va do d6 hén ciing khé thoi thuong. Nhung tir dao d6, dong trdi chéay tan nhén
ctia thoi gian va thi hicu da bo no lai dang sau. N6 dugc giti gin kha tot nhung khdng duge ton tao. N6 ding 1a céi ki€u noi ¢ ma ong thich.

Ong danh thirc tay thur ky va tra tién mit cho mot dém. Ong ding céi tén Don Heffier, ngudi da giir chdt hai véi hiéu SuAt dép bong 261 subt mia bong
ndm 1934 ngheo mat cta doi Yankee. Tay thu ky dura dng mot chia khoa to bang ddng thau va chi 6ng xudng cudi day dén phong s0 tam Can phong
da bac mau va hoi 4m. Khin phi giudng va rém cira so trong khé ¢d xura. Nha vé sinh ciing viy. Nhung moi thir déu ding tot va canh cira khoa rat
chat.

Ong thm qua va xep quéan 40 lai can than roi dat ching phang phiu dudi tAmném. Nhing nd Iy ti do cta Ong chi dén mirc d6 14 nhiéu nhét. Chiing s&
théing thom vao budi sang, Ong s& cao rau va tim ky rdi dén tiém cit toc sau khi an sang, Ong khéng mudn pha hong bt ky ky trc gi Hutton c6 thé con
lru giit. Ay 14 gia nhu ba c6 lwu giir chit nio.

Chenko dau xe ¢ phia Bong cta xa 1§ va cing Viadimir di bén du6i nd 101 ]ang lang tién dén nha c6 gai tir phia sau, khong ai i thiy ching. Chiing di sét
birc tuong va vong dén cira phong c6. Chenko bao Viadimir dimg tranh ra roi i hin gb cira nhé nhe. Khong c6 tiéng dap, diéu nay khong co gi bt ngo.
D khuya, chéc ¢ da ngi rdi. Chenko g5 cira lan nita, Ion hon lin trude. ROi g5 nita, that I6n. Han thiy c6 anh sang 1oe én qua cira s6. Nghe thay tiéng
chén budc khe€ trong nha. Nghe thay tiéng co, qua k& ho giita canh clra va ram clra.

Co hoi, “Aido6?”

Hén dép, “Anh day.”

“Anh mudn gi?”

“Anh ¢6 chuyén mudn ni.”

“Em ngi1 1.

“Anh xin 161.”

“Khuya Bm6i.”

Chenko n6i, “Anh biét. Nhung chuyén gip Hm.”



Mot lic im Eing,
C6 ndi, “Cho emmdt chiit.”

Chenko nghe tiéng chan c6 quay trd lai phong ngii. RSi im Bing. RS ¢6 trd ra. Canh cira mé ra. C6 dimg do, tay khép chat chiée o ngi miu xanh quén
quanh nguoi.

C0 hoi, “Chuyén gi vay?”

Chenko n6i, “Em phai di vi bon anh.”

Viadimir budc ra khoi bong toi.

Sandy hoi, “Sao hén lai c6 mit & day?”’

Chenko n6i, “Anh 4y gitip anh t6i nay.”

“Céc anh can gi?”

“Em phai di ra ngoai.”

“Nhur thé ndy 42 Khong dugc.”

Chenko n6i, “Ddng y. Em can thay d6. Nhur di hen ho vy.”

“Pi hen ho?”

“Bm can phai that dep.”

“Nhung em phai tim. Phai im toc.”

“Bon anh cho dwroc.”

“Hen voi ai?”

“Chi can nguoi ta nhin thiy. Nhur thé em dang trén duong t6i cude hen vay.”

“Vao lic khuya ndy a? Ca thanh phd da ngii rdi.”

“Khong phai ca thanh phd. Minh con thire ddy thoi”

“Em sé& duoc bao nhiéu?”

Chenko dép, “Hai tram. Boi vi khuya roi.”

“Mét bao au?”

“Chi mdt phut thdi. Em chi can cho ngudi ta thiy dang di dau do.”

“Em khong biét nita.”

“Hai tram tra cho mét phitt thi dau c6 t&.”

“Dau phai mjt phit. Em phai mvt ca gior dé sira soan nira kia.”

Chenko n6i, “Vay thi hai tram rudi.”

Sandy dap, “OK.”

Chenko va Viadimir cho trong phong khach, ling nghe qua cac birc vach mong, nghe tiéng nurdc chay, tleng may sdy toc, tiéng tho nén lai khi ¢0 trang
diém, tiéng day thun bét ctia db 16t tiéng sot soat ctia vai cham vao da. Chenko thay Viadimir but rat va d6 md hoi. Khong phai vi nhiém vu SAp toi.
Nhung vi ¢6 mdt phy nit khoa thin ¢ ngay phong bén canh. Viadimir khong dang tin ¢y, trong mot s6 tinh hudng cu thé. Chenko Ay lam mimg vi d c6
it & day giam sat. Néu khdng c¢6 han, ké hoach co thé bi trat duong ray lam

Sandy bude ra sau mbt gio, nhur nguoi My thuong ndi, trong c6 dang bac tricu. C6 mic mot chlec 40 mau den gin nhur mong tang. Bén dudi l mot nit
ngue den lam ton d6i vii ¢6 thanh hai gd tron tria. C6 méic quan bo mau den chi dai qua dau gdi mot chi.

Quén limg dap xe? Quan dng 15? Chenko khong biét chic né goi I gi. Co mang gidy den cao got. Véi lin da tring, méi toc do va doi mit xanh, co



trong giéng nhur hinh trong tap chi.

Chenko nghi, Ciing thirong,

Sandy hoi, “Tién dau?”

Chenko dép, “Xong chuyén da. Khi bon anh dura em v&.”
“Cho em thiy di.”

“Anh dé trong xe 1di.”

Sandy ndi, “Vay thi di nhin n6 cai da.”

Ho di theo hz‘mg mot. Chenkp din dAu. Pén Sandy.\/]gldilr]ir chan hzflu Ho di dudi chin xa 10. Chiée xe d4u ngay tru’oc mit. Troi lanh va mi suong,
Khong ¢ tien trong d6. Ching c6 xu nao. Chenko biét thé. Nén hin dirng chin cach xe sdu bd va quay lai. Gat dau ra hi¢u cho Viadimir.

Hin ndi, “Lamdi.”

Viadimir viron tay phai toi trude va dit 1én vai ctia Sandy. Hin dung tay d6 dé xoay nira thin trén clia 6 nghiéng qua roi quai tay trai vao thai | duong
bén phai, hoi cao va ngay phia trrde tai ctia ¢6. D6 1a mot ¢ damkmhkhlmg, V& tung, Pau c6 ngoat manh ngang qua mdt bén, va chan ¢ hang lén rdi
¢ roi xudng dat theo chiéu thing dimg, nhur mdt b 4o quan rong tudt khoi gid ao.

Chenko ngdi xom xudng bén c6. Cho mdt ltic cho cai xac ndm im rdi dua tay thim mach & c6. Mach khong con dép.

Hén ndi, “May lam gy ¢ no roi.”

Viadimir git dau.

Hann01, “Chi la van dé Iyra chon gidng vao dau thoi. Cai hudng chinh B gin nhu sang ngang, 10 rang vay, nhung ciing phéi c6 tao chit da quay nira. Vi
thé n6 khong hin 1 dong tac bé. La dong tac van thi ding hon. Nhur 1 cai nitt thong long ctia ké treo ¢b dy.”

“Tay miy ¢6 6n khong?”
“Ngy mai n6 s& mém lai.”
“Gioi lim.”

“Tao d4 cb hét sirc.”

Chung mo cira xe va dung thanh ghé phia sau 1én rdi dat cai xdc nim ngang ghé sau. Vira du chd, tur dAu nay dén du kia. Sandy timg 1 mdt ¢ bé nho
nhin, Khong cao. ROi ching clng leo 1én ghé trude va 1ai di. ‘Ching vong qua huéng Bong va dén gan Metropole Palace tir phia sau. Ching tranh bai do
rac va tlmthay mot cai hém phy. Ching dimg xe bén ngoai 16i thoat hlem Viadimir chudi ra va mo cira sau. Niém vai cai xac 16 ra va tha cho n6 ngi
xudng d6. RSi hén trd lai xe. Chenko 1ai di va dimg lai cach nam thudc, r01 tr ngudi trén ghé. Cai xac ndm mdt dong sat chan tudng bén kia cia cai
hém. Ngay dbi dién véi canh cura thoat hlem N6 tréng nhur mot kich ban rat hop Iy, C6 ta da roi phong cua thang linh, d4y ho then va kinh hoang, khong
déam chd thang méy va chay xubng 16 cau thang thoét hiém dé thodt ra ngoai. Co thé 6 da ngd & chd d6 lam trAm trong hon chén thuong wira chiu. C6
thé c6 da truot chan va ngdl vao tuong, va sur va dap danh giy nbt dot song da bi van tir trudc.

Chenko quay théng ngudi lai va li xe di, khong nhanh, khong cham, khong gy chii , khong ndi bt, tim dam vé& huéng Tay Bac, vé thing nha ctia The
Zec.

Ban dang doc truyén Mot Phdt Mot Mang duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.

Chuong 16

Chuong 8

Reacher thirc ddy Ic bay gio sang 101 dira ngoai xemc6 dudi khong, va tim mot tiém tap hoa. Ong di quanh co trong nira dam ma khong théy coaidi
theo. Ong tim thiy mjt tiémtap hoa ndm cach nha tro hai day phd rdi mua mdt tich ca phé dung trong ly giay, mbt hop dao lam ding mit lan, mot hop
xa phong cao rau, va mjt bng kem dénh rang m6i Ong mang nhitng m6n vira mua vé theo mot duong vong, roi xep 4o quan b6 lai dudi tim ném, ngdi
1én girong ubng ca phé. Sau d6 dng tim va cao rau, theo dii quy trinh hai muroi hai phit ctia 6ng. Ong gdi dau hai lAn. Rdi ong mic db lai va ra ngodi an
séng & cai noi duy nhit ma 6ng c6 thé tim thiy, hang ban thirc an nhanh ma 6ng da thiy hom qua. N6 ¢6 mot quiy nho bén trong, Ong udng thém ca
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phe, dnmit chiéc banh mi tron kep thit ngudi va mot thir gi d6 ¢4 I& timg 1a trimg, da duge sy kho, nghién thanh bot, rdi khoi phuyc lai. Tiéu chi am thyc
cuia ng von da kha thap r6i, nhung ngay khi d6 6ng cam thay minh dang n6i rong dang ké pham vi ctia minh.

Ong in thém mot miéng banh chanh sau c4i banh mi, dé c6 chét duong,

Mleng banh ngon hon ci banh mi, nén 6ng &n thém miéng nira véi tach ca phé thir hai. Sau d6 ong di vé& hirdng Nam dén tiém cit toc. Ong kéo cira va
ngdi vao ghé ding tam gid ba muroi.

Vo thoi diém d6, cude diéu tra trong 4n bén ngoai khach san Metropole Palace d tién hanh dugc ba gio. Cai xac trong con hém durge phat gidc ltic
nam gio ba muoi sang boi mdt nguoi quet don vira vao lam viée. Nguoi ny 1 mdt ngwdi dan ong trung nién goc Honduras. Ong ta khong dung vao cai
xac. Khong klem tra xemn6 con séng hay khong. Chi nhin cach né ndm & d6 i du cho tat ca nhitng gi 6ng can biét. Vé trdng rong ué oai ctia cai chet 4]
noi ndo ciing rit d& nhin ra. Ong ta chay voi vao trong va thong bao cho ngudi gic dém. Rdi ong bo vé nha, vi ong khdng c6 thé xanh va khong mudn
dinh vao cudc diéu tra ctia canh sat. Ngudi gic dém bamsd khan 911 trén may dién thoai & ban rdi budc ra qua canh cira thoat hiém dé xem R6i trd
vao sau ba muroi gidy, khong thich thu gi c4i canh vira thiy.

Hai xe tudn tidu va mdt xe céi[z ciu dén noi trong vong tam phit. Nhin vién'y & x4c dinh nan nhan da chét va xe cap ctru chay di. Canh sét tuan tiéu i

chin con hém va ctra thoat hiem lai, roi ly 101 khai cia ngudi gac dém. Ong ta khai minh budc ra hit thé chit khi troi va tur minh phat hién ra cai xac, dé
béo v€ ngudi nhdp cu bat hop phap tir Honduras. N6 gan voi sy tht. Tat nhién canh sat khong cé ly do gi dé nghi ngd 101 khai ctia 6ng. Ho chi dung lai
d6 cho Emerson.

Emerson dén d6 vao lic sau gidr hai muroi lim: Ong mang theo vién pho ctia minh, mdt nit canh st tén Donna Bianca, va nhan vién phap y ctia thanh
phd, va ca Bellantonio dé kiém tra hién truong toi 4c. DOi k§ thuat Ay mit ba muoi phit dau tién. Po dac, chup hinh, gom nhit diu vét chimg cir. R
Emerson dugc phép va bude dén gin cai xac va dung ngay ric rdi lon dau tién. C6 gai khong mang vi va khong ¢ thé can cude nhan dién. Khong ai
biét chit gi vé nhan than ctia co.

Ann Yanni xuét hién ¢ khu sau khéch san Metropole Palace Itc bay gio mudi lim. C6 ta mang theo nhom NBC, gdm c6 mot nhén vién quay phim va
mot nhn vién 4m thanh ¢6 microphone gin vao mt cdy sao dai. Microphone dugc boc bang mot miéng mit bong mau xam va chiée sao dai muroi b.
G4 nhan vién dyra hong vao day chiin duong ctia canh sat va vuron tay ra hét ¢ ma Fing nghe tiéng n6i ctia Emerson trong tai nghe ctia gii. Emerson dang
16i chuyén voi Bianca vé van dé mai dam.

Tay nhén vién phap y da kham nghiém hai canh tay, hai dii va gitta nhitng ngén chén ctia c6 gai ma khong thiy diu kim tiém. Vay thi c6 da khong dén
do6 @& phé. Vay thi c6 thé c6 dang tha mdi. Néu khong thi con ai &n mic nhur thé ma di ra cira hong ctia mot khach san trung tAm vao Iic nira dém? Co
i con tré va c6 nhan sic. Nghia 1 c6 4t khong phai dang ré tién. Nghia 1 c6 4t phai mang theo mot chiée vi to dy nhimg t& hai muroi d6 vira Ay ra tir
thé ATM ctia mdt tay thurong gia ndo d6. C6 da dung phai mot ké ndo d6 dang chdy minh. Cho dich xac ¢6, hay chd cau may mot ké nhu ¢6. Di 1 ai di
nita, hin da giat vi va danh vao dau ¢o, ¢t danh ning hon mirc can thiét.

Mot ngurdi muroi chin hay hai muoi tudi lai khong nghién ngap chua chic da duoc ly dau tay, trtr phi ¢6 ta c6 mot tién 4n x4u & d4u d6. Emerson khong
hy vong vao dicu d6 lim, nén ong khong mong tim ra nhAn than ctia ¢6 qua hd so luwu trir. Ong hy vong kham pha ra né ¢ bén trong khach san, hogc tir
nguoi gac dém dat khach cho c6, hay tir gd dan choi da goi c6 dén mua vui.

Ong n6i véi Bianca, “Khong ai dugc roi khoi day. Ching ta s& hoi chuyén'tét ca khach va nhén vién, timg ngudi mot. Kiém Ay mot can phong & dau do.
Va bao cho toan thé cac ddi truy tim mdt ké c6 nhi€u tién moi mot cach bat thuong,”

Bianca ndi, “Mot tén to con.”
Emerson git dAu, “Mot tén rat to con. Phai to con moi ddm dugc nhur thé.”

Tay nhén vién phap y mang cai xac vé nha xéc. Donna Bianca trung dung bar nrou ctia khach san va dén tam gios ba muroi séang thi nhimg cudc thim van
da tién hanh dugc hai phan ba.

Tay tho cit toc i mdt dng gia thao nghé chiic da cit cing mdt kiéu toc sudt gin nam muroi niim nay. Ong choi theo kiéu ma dén trong quan doi goi |
“birc tuong tring”. Ong chira lai chirng bbn phén trén dinh dau va ding tong do ¢t dudi gbe rdi ddy 1én theo hai bén. Rdi ong 1t tong do lai, chén hai
bén toc mai va cao sach 1ong to trén ¢d. Kiéu toc ma Reacher quen thude. Ong da dé nd gan hét doi minh, trir nhimg lic ong qué hrdi chim chit cho
ban than, va mot vai khoang thoi gian lién tuc séu thang khi 6ng tng hd mbt hii sat quanh dau.

Ong tho cit toc véi mdt chiéc grong cm tay, dé cho Reacher xem phia sau dau.
Ong hoi, “Hai long chir?”

Reacher gat dAu. Nhin ciing khong &, trir khoan c6 mbt dudng vién mot phan quanh dau bay da 6ng tring héu. Ong da c6 mai toc dai hon & Miami va
nang chura kip m ram t6i da. Ong tho phii tc vun trén c6 4o dng va c6i tim khiin choang ra. Reacher dira ong bay db la tién cong va bo  thém mdt do
la. Roi ong di quanh ddy phd. Khéng c6 ai di theo. Ong md cira phong, rira miit va cao lai dudi hai bén téc mai. C6 chimg mdt phan toc van I6m chom
0 d6. Tong do ctia 6ng tho hoi bi ctin.

Nhirng cudc thim vin & Metropole két thiic lic chin gios hai muroi va hoan toan khong cho Emerson thong tin ndo ca. Ong gac dém thé doc ring ong
khong biét gi vé ¢6 gai. Chi co mudi mot nguoi khach va khong mot ai trong sb ho ndi duogc gi gié tri. Emerson k mot thanh tra tai gioi va nhidu kinh
nghiém, ong biét ring d6i khi nguoi ta ciing ni that. Va éng biét ring viéc chip nhan sy that trong nghiép vu ctia mot thanh tra ciiing quan trong ching
kém viée tir chdi nhitng 101 n6i ddi. Do d6 ong hoi y voi Donna Bianca, 1di ciing di dén két uan ring ho vira phi mét phén tt nhét ctia ba gioy dong hd



cho mdt linh cam sai Aim
RO mit g co tén 1a Gary goi dién dén tir cira hing phu ting xe.
sk oskosk

Gary dén cira hang lc tam gios va thiy minh thiéu nhan vién trim trong, Van khong ¢6 tam hoi ctia Jeb Oliver d4u ca va Sandy ciing chura 16 mét. Ban
dau gi buc minh. G goi d¢én nha tro ctia c6 nhung khong ai nhac dién thoai. Ga nghi, N dang trén dudng, Bi mudn rdi day. Nhung c6 khong dén. Sau
d6, ctr ba muoi phit gi lai goi lai. Pén chin gi ba muroi thi s bye minh nhudng chd cho ndi lo Eing va gi nghi dén chuyén tai nan xe cd. Thé 1 gi goi
dién cho canh sat dé hoi thong tin. Tay trure ban cho biét sang nay khong ¢6 vu tai nan no. Roi t6i mdt khoang ngung dy ham ¥ va 6ng ta hinh nhur
dang can nhiic mot kha ning khac nén hoi tén va yéu cau md ta nhdn dang, Gary ndi, Alexandra Dupree, thuong duoc goi ki Sandy, mudi chin tubi, da
tréng, nhé nhdn, mit xanh toc d6. Mudi gidy sau, Garyndi chuyén voi mdt thanh tra tén Emerson trén dién thoai di dong,

Gary dong y déng cira tiém hom nay va Emerson diéu mot xe tudn tra dén dén gi. Diém dén dau tién i nha xac. Gary nhin dang céi xac va budc vao
vin phong ctia Emerson, tring nhot va run Ky bay. Donna Bianca trén tinh g trong ic Emerson can thin quan sat gi. Thong ké cho biét ring phy nit ¢6
kha néing bi giét boi chong, ban trai, anh em, chi thué, va dong nghiép - theo thir tir giam dan - trde khi c6 ké la mit ndo xuét hién trén danh sach nghi
can. Va nhiéu khi ban trai va dong nghiép chi i mot. Nhung Emerson biét réng Gary vo can. Ga run dit qua. Khong cach ndo ngudi ta ¢6 thé gia vor
duoc kiéu sdc dot ngdt va kinh ngac dén nhur thé vé& mdt didu ma gi da biét tir tam hay muoi gior trude.

Vi thé Emerson bét dAu, thit nhe nhang, bang cac c4u thAm van thong thuong, Lan cudi anh thiy c6 ta 1 khi ndo? Co biét gi Vé‘d(‘)‘i song riéng ctia ¢d ta
khong? Gia dinh? Ban trai? Ban trai cii? Nhitng ct dién thoai kha nghi? C6 ta c6 ké thu nao khong? Co rac roi gi? Kho khan vé tien bac?

Va 1di, khong thé bo qua: C diéu gi bt thurong trong nhitng ngiy vira qua khong?

Va thé I dén murdi gio mudi Bim thi Emerson da biét hét vé nguoi khach la da dén ngay hom trude. Rét cao, to con, ram néing, hung héing, yéu sach, i
n¥ic quan mau xanh Oliu va o vai thd cling xanh 6liu. Ga da hai lan gip g& Sandy mt cach bi an ¢ phong trong, va da muon xe cta cd, va da de doa dé
lay duoc dia chi ctia Jeb Oliver, va Jeb Oliver ciing dang mat tich.

Emerson dé Gary ngdi lai véi Donna Bianca, budc ra ngoai hinh lang rdi bAm dién thoai di dong goi cho vin phong ciia Alex Rodin.

Ong n6i, “Ong gip may rdi. Ching t6i vira ¢ mdt nit nan nhan hinh sw muoi chin tudi. Mot ké ndo d6 da bé ¢b ¢o ta.”

“Sao chuyén d6 lam cho t6i gap may?”

“Mbi lién lac khong duge chimg thire sau cling ctia ¢6 ta B vao hom qua, & noi im viée, v6i mot ké ¢6 vé nhur giong anh ban Jack Reacher ctia chiing ta
Jam m.”

“That viy 42”

“Ching t6i c6 duoc sy md ta rat k tir sép cd ta. Va cd ctia c6 bi dim gty chi boi mdt ¢t bén thai dwong, it dAm ny khong d& chit ndo trir phi 6ng ¢6
than hinh h phap nhu Reacher.”

“Co gai dy 1 ai?”

“Mot ¢b gai toc d6 lam viée cho cira hang ban phuy ting xe ndim hudng xa 16. Ciing c6 mdt gi trai & cling chd nay dang mit tich.”
“Chuyén nay xay ra & dau?”

“Bén ngoai khach san Metropole Palace.”

“C6 phai Reacher dang thué phong & d6?”

“Theo danh sach dang ky thi khong.”

“Vay thi héin 6 i nghi can hay khong?”

“Lic nay thi hén ¢6 vé  tmg cir vién s6 mdt.”

“Vay khi ndo thi 6ng tom hén day?”

“To6i tim thy han i tom lén.”

Alex Rodin néi, “T6i s& goi cho Helen. Con bé biét héin ¢ dau.”

Rodin n6i déi con gai minh. Ong n6i v6i ¢d ring Bellantonio can gip Reacher dé stra lai mot hiéu lim c6 1§ da miic phai v& mot phan chimg ctr budc toi

Helen hoi, “Phin no?”



“Céi g do trong s0 nhitng diéu ho da trao d6i. Chéc 1 khong c6 gi quan trong, nhung cha dang lam viée ny rét than trong, Khong nudn trao cho con
nhig Iy do dé€ khang an.”

Helen nghii, C4i tru chin duong day.

C6 dap, “Ong ta dang trén duong dén phi truong.”

“Taisao?”

“Pé giip Fileen Hutton.”

“Ho quen nhau a?”

“Ro rang la thé.”

“Vay I sai nguyén tic.”

“Chuyén quen biét nhau?”’

“Chuyén can thiép vao 10 khai ciia ba 4y.”

“Con tin chic 11 6ng ta s& khong hm diéu do.”

“Khi ndo thi hén tré lai?”

“Sau gio an trura, con nghi vay.”

Rodin n6i, “OK. Cha s¢& doi.”

Nhung di nhién 1 ho khong dgi. Emerson ra phi treong ngay lap tic. Ong ta da gip Reacher hai lan va c6 thé nhan ra ong gitta dam dong. Donna
Bianca di voi 6ng. Ho cing di qua khu vire giéi han va t61 mot phong kiém tra an ninh, tir d6 c6 thé quan sat toan bg sanh den qua tAm kinh mot chidu.
Ho cén thin xem xét nhitng gurong it dang chds doi. Khong thy tim hoi Reacher d4u ca. Hén chura dén ddy. Nén ho ngdi cho tiép.
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Chuong 17

Chuong 9

Reacher khong dén phi truong, Ong biét khong nén lam thé. Gi6i chirc quan su cao cip phai ngdi may bay loai nho rat nhleu, ca loai canh c6 dinh fin
canh quat, va ho khong thich thé. Ngoai viéc danh nhau ra, nhan vién quin sy chét trong cac vu rét may bay nhiéu hon bat cir nguyén nhan nao khac. Vi
thé khi dwoc quyén chon Iyra, mot chuén tuéng khon ngoan nhur Eileen Hutton s& khéng chon mdt chiée cio cao nhod xiu tir Indianapolis xubng, Ba s& hai
1ong voi mdt chiée phan Iyre 1on tir phi trrong Washington National, nhung ba s& khong dém xia dén mot chiée loai hai chong chéng cho bude cudi ciing
ctia chuyén di. Khong doi ndo. Thay vao d6 ba s& thué xe roi tur li.

Thé nén Reacher di vé huréng Nam va Pong dén thur vién. Ong hoi nguroi dan ba nhit nhét ngdi & ban dén tiép noi dit nhimg cudn nién giam dién thoai.
Ong dén noi ba ta chi va tha mot cudn dat Ién ban. Mé van K t6i chir Khach san. Va tim Hau nhur chic chiin mot nhén vién vin phong Toa Thuong
Thiamndo d6 ctia JAG da lam diéu twong tur trong ngy hém trude, nhung tir xa, chéc 1 trén mang, Hutton hin s& bao anh ta dat cho ba mdt can phong,
Anh ta s& sdt sang duoc am vui Iong ba, nén trrde tién anh s& gié ban do ra, tim thiy toa an va con duong dan vao tir huéng Bic. Roi anh ta s& chon
mot noi dang hoang, thudn tién t6i ca hai noi. Mot noi ndo d6 ¢ bai dau xe cho chiéc xe thué. Han 1a mdt khach san lién két, c6 mire khiu trir ¢ dinh
cho quan chirc c6 thé truy cap qua mdt mé sd.

Reacher nghii, Phong suite & khach san Marriott. P6 13 noi ba s¢ dén. R& khoi xa 16, theo hudng Nam vé thi trdn, mot 161 & tréi vao huréng Dong dé nhan
thiy, vay i dén noi, cach toa 4n ba khbi pho vé huéng Bac, di bd dé dang, ¢ phuc vu dn sang. Nhén vién van phong chdc da in ra ban do chi dan l4i xe
trén mang va kep vao bang hanh trinh ctia ba. Ludn sot sang phuc vu. Hutton ¢6 tic dong kieu d6 lén nguroi khac.

Ong ghi nho s ctia khéch san Marriott va cét cudn nién giam di. R&i bude ra khéch sanh, ong bam sd & mdt dién thoai cong cong,

Ong n6i, “T6i mudn xA4c nhan lai viée dat phong”

“Téngia?’
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“Hutton.”

“Vang, chiing t6i d4 danh sin phong. Bém nay, loai suite.”

Reacher ndi, “Camon.” Va gic mdy.

Ba s& bay chuyén sém tir Washington. Sau hai thap nién trong quan doi, ba s& thirc ddy lic nam gio, Ién xe taxi lic sau gio, Ién mdy bay lic bay gio. Ba
s€ c6 mit ¢ Indianapolis chin gior la mudn nhat. Ra khoi béi cho thué xe ctia hang Hertz liic chin gio ba muoi. Doan duong ldi xe dai hai gio rudi. Ba s&
dén ding trua. Trong khodng mdt tiéng dong hd nita.

Ong ra khoi khach sanh va di vong qua quang trudng roi nhim huéng Bic va Pong, di qua mot nhom ngudi, qua mé bén kia phong tuyén quén, qua sau
lung tda an. Ong d& dang tim ra khéch san Marriott va chon mdt chiéc ban & trong goc quan ca phé ctia khach san dé ngdi cho.

Helen Rodin goi dién cho Rosemary Barr ¢ s¢ am. C6 ta khong c6 & do. Ngudi tiép tn co vé hoi bdi rdi vé diéu nay. Helen goi vé s6 ¢ nha ctia ¢6 ta,
¢ ta nhac may sau hoi chudng thir hai.

Helen hoi, “Ho cho ¢6 nghi a7

Rosemary dap, “Nghi khong in lwong, T6i tur nguyén ddy. Moi ngudi hanh xir véi toi rat nguong ngiing,”
“That |4 t8.”

“Ban tinh tir nhién ctia con ngudi thoi. Toi can phai Ién mot ké hoach. C6 & t6i s& doi di noi khac song”
Helen n6i, “T6i can mot danh sach nhitng ngudi ban ctia anh ¢6.”

“Anh 4y khong c6 ban nio ca. Thir thach tt nhat voi tinh ban 1 nghich canh, phai thé khong? Va khong mot ai dén tham anh Ay. Tham chi khong mdt ai
muon tham ca. Khong mot ai goi dién cho t6i d€ hoi anh ay thé nao.”

Helen n6i, “°Y 6i 1 trude kia. Toi can biét anh ta gip ai, choi vi ai, ¢6 ai hiéu anh ta. Déc biét néu 1 ban méi.”
Rosemary dép, “Khong c6 ban moi ndo ca. Khong 6, theo nhur t6i biét.”

“Cb c6 chic khong?”

“T6i tin thé.”

“Con ban cii thi sao?”

“C6 c6 mot manh gidy I6n khong?”

“Toi ¢6 ca tap gidy ghi day.”

“Cha, c6 ciing ching can nb dau. Mot cai vo bao diém ciing durge roi. James rat it can dén nguoi khac.”

“Anh ta phai c6 ban be chur.”

Rosenmary dap, “Mot vai nguoi thoi, t6i nghi viy. C6 mdt anh tén a Mike bén hang x6m. Ho trd chuyén vé lim c6 vron tuge va bong chay, ¢6 biét do,
chuyén dan 6ng voi nhau.”

Helen viét, Mike. Chuyén dan 6ng v6i nhau. “Con ai nita?”

Im king mot 1.

Rosemary noi, “Maot ngudi tén I3 Charlie.”

Helen n6i, “K¢é t6i nghe vé& Charlie di.”

“Toi khong biét gi nhiéu vé anh ta. T6i chira bao gios thue sw gip anh ta.”
“James quen anh ta bao lau oi?”

“Nhiéu ngm”’

“Ludn ca khi ¢b song & d6?”

“Anh ta chra bao it dén khi t6i c6 nha. Toi chi thdy anh ta c6 mot Jin. Anh ta ra vé thi t6i vao nha. T6i hoi, ai vay? James tra 16i, Charlie, nhur thé anh
ta 1a mdt ngudi ban than tinh.”



“Anh ta déng ngudi thé nio?”

“Anh ta nh6 con. C6 mai toc ky cuc. Nhur B c4i ban chéi chiii bon cau méu den vay.”

“Anh ta [a ngudi ving nay?”

“T6i doan vay.”

“Ho gip gb nhau & diém gi?”

Laiim lang

Rosemary dap, “Sung. Ho c6 cung so thich.”

Helen ghi lai, Charlie. Sting.

Donna Bianca goi di dong mit lat va liét k& ra lich trinh nhirng chuyén bay gitta Washington va Indianapolis. C6 biét nhimg chuyén bay chuyen tiép s&
cat canh dtng vao mdi dau gio va bay mét ba muroi lim phit. C6 tinh rang mot nguoi ¢6 hen voi toa an lic bdn gioy s& khong du dinh dén mudn hon hai
gio ba muoi lam. C6 nghia la rdi Indianapolis e hai gio, c6 nghia I dén d6 mudn nhét 1 khoang mot g0 ba muroi, danh thoi gian di qua cac cbng, C6
nghia la rdi Washington National muon nhat i Kic muroi mdt rudi hay muroi hai gio. Diéu do 1 khong thé dugc. Chuyen bay thing cubi cing tir National
dén Indianapolis i ic chin gid ba muroi. C6 mot dot budi sang va mot dot budi chiéu. O giita khong c6 chuyén nao hét.

C6 noi, “Ba ta s& dén vao chuyén mudi hai gior ba muroi lim.”

Emerson xem dong hd. Muoi hai gior kém murdi im

Ong n6i, “Nghiia 1a Reacher sép ¢6 mit ¢ ddy.”

Lac murdi hai gio kém murdi, mdt ngudi giao hang dén toa nha cua Helen Rodin mang theo séu thimg cac-tong lon chira nhitg ban sao chimg ctr cta bén
khoi t6 danh cho ludt sur bién ho. Qua trinh tim hi€u, do doi hoi ctia nguyén téc xét xir ding phap trinh. Cta dao ludt nhan quyén, hidu ngam Ia nhu vay.
Ngudi giao hang goi dién tir khach sanh va Helen bao anh ta di lén. Anh ta phai mang chi€c xe day di lam hai chuyén. Anh ta chong nhiing cai thing
trong phong thr ky con dé tréng. Helen ky nhin va anh ta ra vé. Roi ¢6 mo ching ra. C6 mot déng gidy t& va hang ta bire hinh. VA murdi mot cubn bang
hinh VHS mdi. Ching dwroc dén nhiin ¢6 in s6 ngay ngéin khép véi mot o gidy co cong chirng md ta ching la nhiing ban sao trung thyc va tron ven tir
nhing cudn béng an ninh cuia bai dau xe, duoc thire hién boi mot nguoi lam hop c‘iong doc lap. Helen Iy tat ca ra va xép ching thanh mot chong riéng.
C6 phai mang ching vé nha va ding dau video ctia minh d€ xem C6 khong c6 dau video trong van phong. Ti vi cting khdng co.

C6 mdt ti vi trong tiém ca phé ctia khach san Marriott. N6 dugc gin cao & goc phong, trén mdt cai gia mau den duoc bét vao tudng. Ti vi dé cim
Reacher xem mdt quang cao chiéu mot phy ni tré trong b6 vdy mia hé¢ mong dinh dang n6 dia trén mot canh dong hoa dai. Ong khong biét chic ngudi
ta quang co mon san pham gl. Bo vay, chéc thé, hay do trang dlem, hay dau £oi i dau, hay thuc chbng di tmg. Roi hién 1én logo ban tin. Tin tirc budi
trua. Reacher xem dong hd. Ping murdi hai gio. Ong liéc nhin vé& huréng ban tiép tan trong khach sanh. Tam nhin tir déy kha r5. Khong c6 bong dang
Hutton. Chura c6. Rdi ong nhin tr6 lai ti vi. Ann Yanni dang trén hinh. C6 vé nhu ¢6 ta dang duoc ghi hinh trire tiép, dau do 6 ngoai troi trong khu trung
tam Trude mit khach san Metropole Palace. C6 ta ndi khong ¢4 ting nhung rat khan thiét trong mot Idc roi hinh chuyén sang doan bang quay bong toi
chap choang. Mot con hém Hang rao ctia canh sat. Mot khoi khong hinh tht dap tam ga trang. Roi hinh chuyén Ian niva. Mot tam anh bang lai xe. Da
trang. Mat xanh. Toc d6. Ngay dudi cammdt 1oi chi thich duge thém vao: Alexandra Dupree.

Alexandra. Sandy.

Reacher nghi, Gi thi ching di qua xa roi.

Ong ring minh.

Xa qua mic roi.

Ong nhin chiam cham vao man hinh. Guong nyit Sandy van con do. R hinh lai chuyén, vé& doan bang quay tir trude d6, khudn hinh du va vai ciia
Emerson. Mot cuge phong van duoc ghi hinh. Yanni dua micro dén tan gin miii Emerson. Ong dang néi. Yanni kéo micro lai va dit cau hoi. Emerson
16i thém chit nira. Doi mit clia Ong ngan ngAm trng rong, met moi va nhiu lai vi chdi anh dén sang trén méy quay. Cho dt khong 6 4m thanh Reacher
van hiéu didu 6ng ta n6i. Ong dang hira hen mot cude didu tra day dia va tron ven. Ong dang n6i, Ching toi s& tom cb tén ny.

“Em nhin thdy anh tir ban tiép tan, mdt giong n6i vang lén.

R&i giong ndi Ay tiép, “Va em tir hoi, minh c6 biét tay kia khong?”

Reacher khong nhin ti vi nita.

Eileen Hutton dang dimg ngay trude niit 6ng,

Téc ba ngin hon. Ba khong rim ning, C6 nhimg vét nhin md mo quanh nit. Nhung it khac thi trong ba van y nhur mudi bon nam vé trude. Va van



dep nhur thé, Chiéu cao trung binh, thanh minh, diém dam. Té chinh. Thoang hurong thom. Nix tinh cuc ky. Ba khong tang thém mot can nao. Ba miic
thuong phyc. Quan kaki, mdt 4o thun trang, mdt 40 so' mi xanh dwong khoac ngoai. Gidy ludi, khong v, khdng phan son, khong nif trang,

Khong nhan cudi.

Ba hoi, “Con nhd em chir?”

Reacher gat dau.

Ong n6i, “Chao Hutton. Anh nhé em. Di nhién 1 anh nhé. Va rit vui gip lai em.”

Ba cam chiéc vi va chia khoa xe trén tay. Mot vali banh xe c6 quai dai diit dudi chan.

Ba ndi, “Em ciing vui khi gip lai anh. Nhung hdly ni rang anh dén déy 1 s ngiu nhién. Lam on ndi nhur thé.”

Nt tinh kinh khing, trir viéc ba van I ngudi phu nit trong thé gidi do dan ong cai tr, va ban Vﬁn ¢6 thé thay chét thép néu ban biét can nhin vao dau. La
trong d6i mit. Ching sinh dong nhur mdt bang dién tr thong tin chirng khoan, nong am, ndng am, chao mirng, chao mirng, véi mit anh chdp loe sang
dinh ky: Qudy voi t6 thi t& s€ moi tim ciu ra.

Reacher n6i, “Mdi emngdi. An trua nhé.”

“An trua?”

“Thi d6 1a viéc ma ngudi ta lam vao gio &n trua.”

“Anh dang doi gap em Anh da cho em.”

Reacher git d4u. Liéc nhin lai 1én ti vi. Anh trén bang l4i xe ctia Sandy lai hién lén. Hutton nhin theo anh it ciia 6ng,

Ba hoi, “P6 c6 phai 1 ¢6 gai bi chét khong? Emnghe tin trén radio, khi i xe t6i. Nghe nhu 1 ai dén déy ciing nén duge hudng tro cip nguy hiém.”
“Radio néi thé nao? O day khong co tiéng.”

“An mang, Khuya qua. C6 gai ngudi ving niy bi gy ¢d. Mot ¢t dm vao thai diwong bén phéi. Trong mdt con hém bén ngoai mot khach san. Khong
phai Ia khach san ndy, em hy vong Ia vay.”

Reacher ndi, “Khong, khong phai 1a cai khach san nay.”

“Tan bao.”

“Co k& vay.”

Eileen Hutton ngdi xudng, Khong dbi dién véi ong, Trén chiéc ghé canh ong. Nhur 1a Sandy trong bar ruou véy.
Ong n6i, “Em trong dep m. Thét sur vy.”

Ba khong n6i gi.

Ong lap lai, “Gap em that | vui.”

“Em ciing thé.”

“Khéng, anh noi tht day.”

“Em cling ndi thit ma. Tin emdi, néu ching ta dang & mot budi tiée céc,-tai ndo d6 & Beltway [27] em s& con da cam va nhé nhung bang gidi cho xem
C6 thé em van s¢ [am the, mién I3 em xac nhan dugc rang anh khong dén day vi cai Iy do nhu em nghi.”

[27]: M&t trong nhitng bi¢t danh chi Washington.

“N6 ¢6 thé I Iy do gi vay?”

“Pé giit 101 hira ctia anh.”

“Em con nhé chuyén do a?”

“Di nhién em nhd. Anh da ké hét moi chuyén trong mot dém.”

“Va em dén day vi bd Iuc quan 6 trat doi.”



Hutton gt d4u, “Tir mt tay cong t6 vién ngu ngde ndo do.”
Reacher ndi, “Rodin.”

“Tay 4y ddy.”

Reacher ni, “Ldi cua anh.”

Hutton n6i, “Chtia oi, anh n6i gi v6i hin vay?”

Reacher n6i, “Khong gi ca. Anh khong ndi véi han diéu gl. Nhung hdn ndi véi anh vai chuyén. Hin cho anh biét tén ciia anh ndm trén danh sach nhan
chirng ctia ludt su bao chira.”

“Danh sach cua luat sur bao chira?”

Reacher git dau, “Diéu d6 lam anh that kinh ngac, di nhién. Thé nén anh hoang mang. Cho nén anh hoi hdn ¢6 phai tén ciia anh dén tir mdt ho so cii ndo
d6 cua Lau nam goc khong,”

Hutton ndi, “Khong doi nao.”

Reacher n6i, “Vé sau anh da hiéu ra diéu d6. Nhung dii sao, anh da ndi ra cau than chi. Anh d nhéic dén Lau nim goc. Cai kiéu ngudi nhur hidn, anh
biét 1a han s& di do tim moi noi. Han rat lo ling. Han muon vy an ctia han duge boc sat cho chic an kia. Thé nén, anh rat 4n han.”

“Anh nén an han thi hon. Em phai mit hai ngdy & mdt noi xa x6i héo lanh va bién minh thanh mot ké khai man tréng tron khong 16i thoat.”

“Em khong phai lim nhur thé d4u. Em c6 thé tuyén bd ddy 14 vin dé an ninh qubc gia.”

Hutton Eic daLL “Emva ho da n6i chuyén rét dai va gay cin vé chuyén ndy. Va moi ngudi quyét dinh khong tao ra bét cir didu gi gy chiry. Cau chuyén
Palestine d6 rét nguy hiém Néu chuyén d6 duoc phd bay ra, thi moi chuyén ciing phd bay ra. Thé nén em dén day dé thé doc ring James Barr chi la
mot linh My nhur moi linh My khac.”

“Em khong phién chuyén d6 u?”’

“Anh hiéu quan doi ma. Khong ai trong chiing ta con trong tring nita. Dy i vin d& nhiém vy, va nhiém vy 1a che ddy vu Kuwait City.”

“Tai sao ho lai giao ph6 cho em?”

“Ha hai con chim bang mot i tén. Ching loi 1oc gi néu phai mot ngudi khac dima van con em ki nguoi biét sur that. Bang cach nay, em khong thé ndi
Ve n6 bat cur & dau nita. Ndira ¢ nghia 1a tyr dong thi toi d& mot 1an khai man trude toa ¢ Indiana. Ho dau co ngu.”

“Anh ngac nhién 1a ho van quan tm. N that sy da 1a chuyén doi xua oL

“Anh xuét ngii bao Jau r6i?”
‘6Béy = 2

“Va 10 rang 1a anh khong dat mua Thoi bao quan doi.”

“Caig?”

“Hay c6 & anh chura timg biét.”

“Chura timg biét cai gi?”

“Biét chuyén nay di xa dén dau vao thoi diém d6, ngrroc 1én téi cip ndo.”

“Sur doan, anh nghi vay. Nhung c6 & khong di subt dén cap chi huy cao nhét.”
“N6 dirng lai & ban ciia mbt dai ta. Chinh 6ng ta da hiy né di.”

“Va?”

“Tén Ong ta Ia Petersen.”

“Sao nira?”

“Dai ta Petersen gio 1 trung tudng Petersen. Ba sao. Siquan lién lac qudc hoi. Sép 1én bbn sao. Sap duroc goi a Pho tong tur lénh Luc quan.”



Reacher nghi, Céi nay chi lam réc rdi thém
Ong néi, “That dang xau hd.”

Hutton noi, *“Xéu ho dirt di rdi. Tin em di, viée nity s duge tiép tuc gitt kin. Anh phai ludn lun nh6 vay. Dir ¢6 mudn lam bt cir diéu gi v& 10i hira clia
minh, thi anh ciing khong theé n6i vé chuyén da xdy ra. Cling nhu em théi. Ho s& tim dugc cach d€ mo ra anh.”

“Khong ai trong ching ta can ni vé n6. Chuyén niy khong phai ban lai.”

“Nghe diéu d6 emrat mimg”

“Anh nghi vy.”

“Anh ngtil vay?”

“Ctr vi€c hoi xem thét ra ho léy duoc tén anh bﬁng cachnao.”

“That ra ho ]éy duoc tén anh béng cachnao?”

“Tir chinh James Barr.”

“Em khong tin.”

“Anh ciing da khong tin. Nhung gior thi anh tin.”

“Visao?”

“Minh nén &n trra. Minh cin néi chuyén im. Boi vi anh nghf ¢6 mdt ai d6 bén ngoai biét chuyén.”

Emerson va Bianca bo cudc lic mudi hai ity niim muroi. Reacher khong dén. Chuyén bay chuyén tiép dén ding gio. Khong c6 mdt ai trong gidng mot ba
chuan tuong tir Lau ném goc xuéng miy bay. Hai nguoi chd cho t6i khi moi hanh khach déu ra hét va sanh dén tré nén vang ling. Ho ra xe l4i vé thanh
pho.

k% 3k

Reacher va Hutton an trura. C6 phuc vu dén, mimg 16 vi sau cling ciiing ¢6 duoc khach & chiée ban trong goc nay. Thire don nhu moi quan an thong
thurong. Reacher goi mot chiée banh mi kep thit va pho mat, va mot ca phé. Hutton dung sa lat thit ga Caesar va tra. Ho vira an vira tro chuyén. Reacher
luét qua nhitng chi tiét cla vy an. R&i 6ng duyét qua gi thuyét ctia minh. Chon hra dia diém sai Am, gia dinh c6 su ' cudng bach. Ong ké cho Hutton vé
gia thuyét ctia Niebuhr vé nguroi ban moi gioi thuyét phyc. N6i voi ba ring Barr cho biét a khong c6 ban moi, va rat it ban cil.

Hutton n6i, “Du sao ciing khong thé 1 mdt nguoi ban m6i. Boi vi ddy 1 mot vu sap dit tir truoe duoc bd tri theo nhicu tang. C6 chimg citr ddng thoi va
nhimg trong dong véi qua khir. Tang hai mdt bai d4u Xe muoi bén nam trude & Kuwait City, tang hai mdt bai dau xe ¢ ddy va bay gio. Hau nhu cling
mot khau sing Pan bin tia dudi thudn. Va ¢ ung cao ¢6. Emchura bao gio thiy ching trudc chién dich L4 chin sa mac. Ching 201y qua 1. Diai soan
kich ban cho hén di nita thi cling da biét moi diéu trong qua khir ctia héin. Nghiia 13 khong phai Bmdt ngudi ban méi. Khong thé 1 ban méi. Phai mét hang
nim trude khi Barr cam thay nuion chia sé bat cir chuyén gi vé Kuwait City.”

Reacher gt dau. “Nhung rdt cudc thi hin da chia s, 1 rang i vAy. Vi thé ma anh n6i i con ¢6 ké no do biét moi chuyén.”

Hutton ndi, “Chiing ta phai tim cho ra ké d6. Nhiém vu 1a phai che day cau chuyén nay lai.”

“Khong phéi i nhiém vu ctia anh. Anh khong quan tim viéc cha ndi Petersen kia ¢6 By bén sao hay khong”

“Nhung anh ¢6 quan tam dén viéc danh du ctia mdt ph?m tur triéu cyu chién binh bi Bm 6 vé. Vu tai tiéng s& boi nho tht ca bon ho. Va ho la nhitng nguoi
tot.”

Reacher khong néi gi.

Hutton noi, “Chuyén dé thoi ma. Néu James Barr khong c6 nhiéu ban, thi anh s& khong mét nhiéu cong truy tim. Mot trong nhitng ngudi ban d6 phai 1
keé kia.”

Reacher khong néi gi.
Hutton néi, “Mot miii tén tring hai con chim. Anh timra ké giat day va quan ddi thi dugc binh yén.”
“Vay sao quan ddi khong lam chuyén d6 cho anh?”

“Bon em khong thé dé bi chiy.”



Reacher ndi, “Anh c6 chitt tryc trac k¥ thuat.”
“Anh khong c6 thAm quyén phap Iy

“Té hon thé nita. Anh sp bj bat.”

“V& chuyén gi?”

“V& chuyén giét co gai ddng sau khach san do.”
“Caigi?”

“Ké giat day khong thich anh c6 miit & dy. Hén da bay trd vao t6i thir Hai, cfing voi ¢6 gai d6 |am mdi. Thé nén hom qua anh dén gip c0 ta, hai lan. Va
2i0 thi chiing giét c6 ta va anh tin chac rang minh la ngudi cudi cuing lién hé voi nan nhan ma khdng gidi thich dugce.”

“Anh c6 bing chimg ngoai pham khong?”’

“Tiy thudc vao thoi diém cu thé, nhung chic 1 khong c. Anh tin chic 1 canh sat da khoi dong truy Ring anh rdi.”

Hutton n6i, “Réc rdi that.”

Reacher n6i, “Chi tam thoi thoi. Khoa hoc V’é phe anh. Néu cd ciia ¢ dy bi giy vi mit qua dﬁ.mtu thai dwong bén phai thi dAu phai xoay mot ft, theo
chi€u kim dong ho, diéu d6 c6 nghia a ci dam do mdt ke thuan tay tréi. Va anh thudn tay phai. Néu anh damc6 ay vao thai dwong bén phai thi chac
chan anh s¢€ ha c¢6 ay do van nhung s€ khong lam cho c6 cua ¢6 ay glly. Anh s€ phai boi thém mdt cu nita, vé sau.”

“Anh chéc thé khong?”

Reacher git dau. “Anh da timg kiém séng bang cach nay, nhé khong ndo.”

“Nhung liéu ho ¢6 tin anh khong? Hay ho nghii 1 anh to con va du strc im diéu d6 bang canh tay khong thun?”

“Anh s& khong liéu tim hiéu ho nghf gi.”

“Anh s& chay tr6n?”

“Khong, anh s& quanh quin & day thoi. Nhung anh s& phai tranh ho ra. Diéu ndy s& lim anh chim lai mot chit. That s thi chdm lai rét nhiéu. B 1 Iy do
vi sao anh néi minh c6 tryc trac k¥ thuét.”

“Emc6 thé gilp khong?”

Reacher mim cuoi.

Ong ndi, “Gap emthat [ hay. Thét sy vay.”
“Em c6 thé gitp nhur thé nao?”

“Anh doén s& c6 mdt tay canh sat tén 3 Emerson chd em sau khi em dua 1 khai xong. Ong ta s& hoi em vé anh. Em chi can v nhur khong biét. Chi can
ndi 1a anh khong ra mit, em khong thay anh, em khong bict anh ¢ dau, dai khai nhur vay.”

Ba khong dap trong gidy lat.

R&i ba ndi, “Anh dang byc boi. Embiét.”

Ong git dau. Xoa nit, nhur thé 6ng dang rira niit ma khong ¢6 nude.

Ong noi, “Anh khong quan tim Eim vé James Barr. Néu ¢6 ké ndo d6 mubn dan canh véi héin dé héin ganh chiu sy trimg phat ma & ra héin phéi nhén vao
muoi bon niim trude thi ciing khong ¢6 vén dé gi voi anh. Nhung chuyén co gii nay thi lai khéc. N6 di qué da roi. C6 4y chi i mdt c6 bé kho khao. Co
4y khong co hai gi ca.”

Hutton khdng néi gi mdt lat 1au hon.

Ba hoi, “Anh c6 chic vé 1vi de doa ddi voi em gai ctia Barr hay khong?”

“Anh khong thdy dong co ndo khéc ca.”

“Nhung khong co dAu hiéu ctia mdt 16i de doa. La mdt cong t6 vién, em khong théiy 6 thé dua né ra nhu 13 mdt 161 cdo bude riéng.”



“Con Iy do ndo khac dé budc Barr laim chuyén héin da am?”

Hutton khong dap.

Ba hoi, “Ems€ gap lai anh chir?”
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Ong d4p, “Anh thué mdt cin phong khong xa ddy im. Anh s& loanh quanh day thoi.”
Ba dap, “OK.”

“Trir phi anh vao 1 ro1.”

C0 bdi ban quay lai va ho goi 0 tréng mi¢ng. Reacher goi thém ca phé va Hutton thi goi thém tra. Ho tiép tuc trd chuyén. Nhitng dé tai bat ky, nhimg
cau hdi bat ky. Ho ¢6 dén murdi bon naim dé bat kip.

Helen Rodin luc qua sau thing gidy dung chimg cir va tim thiy mot ban sao kha 1 cia mot t& gidy dugc tim thay canh dién thoai ctia James Barr. Péy I
tht ca nhitng gi ¢6 thé goi la nién gidm riéng cuia hén. N6 co ba 56 dién thoai, durge viét boi mdt nét chit ngay ngin va can than. Hai s danh cho em gii
Rosenary ciia hin, mdt s6 i s6 can hd ctia c6, va s6 kia & so lam. S6 thir ba Ja ctia Mike. Nudi hang xom. Khong c6 sb cia ai la Charlie ca.

Helen bim s6 ciia Mike. ién thoai reo séu tiéng rdi chuyén qua hop thur thoai. C6 dé lai s6 ctia vin phong minh va yéu cau 6ng ta goi lai v& mdt chuyén
rat quan trong,

Emerson mat mt gioy véi tay hoa siky hoa va c6 durge mdt cai chin dung kha giéng Jack Reacher. Burc hoa dugc quét vio méy vi tinh va to miu. Toc
vang thAm, d6i mét xanh biéc, mau da ram ning gan sdm. Sau d6 Emerson danh mdy céi tén, va wde lwong chiéu cao khodng mot mét chin, tudi trac gitta
ba muroi lim dén bon muoi lim. Ong ghi thém so dién thoai ctia s¢ canh sat & dong cudi. Roi 6ng giri e-mail cho céc noi va cho méy in ra hai trim ban
mau. Ongra 1énh cho moi xe tuan ticu lay mdt xap va phan phat dén tay moi nhin vién khach san va boi ban trong thi tran. R6i dng thém: moi nha hang,
quan an, quay thirc an nhanh, va tiém banh mi.

Mike, ban c@a James Barr, gqi cho Helen Roc}in lic ba gio cl)iéu C6 hoidia ghi cuia Ong va thoa thuan duge mot cude trao déi true tiép. C)ngqnéi,minh 4]
nha tir gio den hét ngay. Vi the c6 goi mot chice taxi. Mike song cung con pho v6i James Barr, cach khu trung tam hai muroi phit li xe. C6 the thay nha
cta Barr tir san trude nha Mike. Hai can turong tir nhau. Tat ca cac can nha trén duong nay déu tuong ty nhau. Ching 1 ki€u nha trét thap nién 50, dai
va thap. Helen doan rang thoat dau ching déu giong nhau. Nhung nira the ky thém that vao, lop mai lai, mo rong ra va lam vuron tuoc da lam cho bé
ngoai ctia ching khac nhau. Mot so trong kha theo thdi va mdt s6 khac van nhu cii. Cén cua Barr trong xap x¢. Can ctia Mike dugc tia tot ki ludng.
Mike 1 mot ngudi dan 6ng mét moi trac ndim muroi, im ca sang cho mot dai Iy ban son. Vo ctia 6ng vé giita chimg khi Helen dang tr giéi thiéu. Ba ta
cting la mdt nguoi dan ba mét moi trac ndm muroi. Tén ba la Tammy, c6 ve khong hop voi ba Jaim Ba B mdt y ta nha khoa ban thoi gian. Ba lam viée hai
budi sang mdi tuan cho mdt nha si dudi trung tim Ba dan Helen va Mike vao phong khéach rdi di pha ca phé. Hai nguoi ngdi xudng va ban déu nguong
nghiu im Eing trong nhiéu phit.

Sau cting Mike hoi, “Thé t6i c6 thé cho ¢o biét chuyén gi day?”

Helen n6i, “Ong 14 ban ctia 6ng Barr.”

Mike liéc nhin canh ctra phong khach. N6 dé mo.

Ong n6i, “Chi I mdt ngudi hing xom thoi.”

“Em gai 6ng 4y goi ong 1 ban.”

“Chiing t6i &n ¢ hoa thuan vdi nhau. Co nguoi xem do 1a than mat.”

“Hai nguoi ¢6 thuong gip nhau khong?”

“Chiing t6i trd chuyén véi nhau mot chiit khi anh ta dan ch di ngang.”

“V& nhitng chuyén gi vay?”’

Mike dap, “Vé san virdn ctia chiing t6i. Néu anh ta son stra nha thi s€ hoi t6i ve son. Toi hoi anh ta ai stra 101 xe vao. Dai loai nhitng chuyén nhu the.”
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“Con bong chay?”
Mike git dau, “Ching toi ¢6 trd chuyén vé dé tai d6.”

Tammy budc vao, bung ba tich ca phé trén khay. C6 kem va dwong, mot dia nho banh ngot va ba & khéin gidy. Ba it céi khay kén chiéc ban thép rdi
ngoi ké bén chong.

Ba moi, “Moi c6 ding.”

Helen dép, “Cam on ba rat nhidu.”

Moi ngudi iy ca phé va can phong trd nén yén king

Helen hoi, “C6 bao gio 6ng vao nha ctia 6ng Barr chua?”

Mike éc vo.

Ong d4p, “Mot hai lan.”

Tammy n6i, “Ho khong phai Ia ban.”

Helen néi, “Chuyén nay c6 bat ngoy khong? Chuyén mi 6ng ta lim ay?”
Tammy noi, “C6. Bét ngo that.”

“Vi thé ong khong phai cam thiy kho chiu vé vide trude ddy ¢ quen biét voi ong dy. Chuyén d6 khong ai hrong trude duge. Nhing chuyén d6 luon
lu6n bat ngo. Hang xom khong thé bict.”

“Co dang cb ging giai thoét cho anh ta.”

Helen d4p, “That ra khong phai. Nhung c6 mot gia thuyét 1 ong ta khong hanh dong mot minh. T6i chi dang ¢ ging lim cho tén kia ciing phai bi trimg
phat luén.”

Tammy noi, “Ké do khong phai 1a Mike.”

Helen n6i, “Toi khong nghi nhur vy. That sur. Khong nghi the”'; chit nao. Nhit 1 bay gio khi t6i da giip ong. Nhung di cho ngudi kia 1 ai, thi ba hay 6ng
Mike c6 thé biet han hay nghe n6i vé han hay thadm chi da thay han dau d6.”

Mike n6i, “Barr thye tinh khong c6 méy ban bé.”

“Khong mit ai ca?”

“Anh ta khong ndi véi ti vé ai hét. Anh ta séng voi em gai cho toi khi ¢d Ay don di. Toi nghi didu d6 ciing du dbi voi anh ta.”
“Cai tén Charlie c6 nghia gi véi 6ng khong?”

Mike chi lic dau.

“Khi con lam viéc 6ng Barr lam gi?”’

Mike dép, “Toi khong biét. Anh ta thét nghiép da nhiéu nam roi.”

Tammy n6i, “Toi ¢6 thiy mdt ngudi dan ong & d6.”

“Khi ndo?”

“Thinh thoang. Hin ta ghé dén rdi di. Bat chimg, khi ngiy khi dém, nhur |3 mdt ngudi ban vay.”
“Trong bao 1au?”

“Tir khi ching t6i don dén déy. T6i thuong ¢ nha nhiéu hon 3 Mike. Thé nén t6i dé y nhiéu hon.”
“Lan cudi ba thiy ngudi nay B lic nao?”

“Tuén trude. Toi nghi vay. Doi lan.”

“Thir Sau?”



“Khong, trudc do. Co E 1a thir Ba hay thir Tu gi do.”

“Trong 6ng ta nhur thé nao?”

“Hén nho con. Hin c6 méi toc trong budn cuoi. Téc den, nhur Iong cho.”

Helen nghi, Charlie.

Eileen Hutton di bo tir khich san Marriott qua ba khoi phd vé hudng Nam va dén toa dn ding bon gior kém mdt phit. Thu ky ctia Alex Rodin xuong
dua ba lén tng ba. Nhiing cude Iy 1oi khai dugc thire hién & mbt phong hop 6n vi phén I6n cac nhén chimg mang theo ludt su riéng cua ho va cac
phong vién toa an. th}g Hutton chi di mdt minh. Ba ngdi mdt minh & mot bén c£1a cai ban lon va mim cudi khi thdy mdt cai micro duoc dt trude mit
va may quay phim chia ong kinh vao mit minh. Rodin budc vao va tu gidi thi€u. Ong ta mang theo mot toan nhd. Mot phu ta, mdt thu ky, mdt phong
vién toa an c6 trang bi may moc.

Ong yéu Ay, “Xin ba doc tén ho va chirc vu dé ghi hinh.”

Hutton nhin vao may quay phim.

Ba ndi, “Eileen Ann Hutton, Chuan tuéng, thim phan Pon vi JAG, Lyc quan Hoa Ky.”

Rodin néi, “Téi hy vong viée nay khong mat nhiéu thi gio.”

Hutton noi, “Khong lau dav.”

Va qua a khong lu. Rodin dang géing hudi trén cai bién i 6ng chua ranh hai do. Ong nhur dang & trong mot can phong toi. Tt ca nhing gl ong 6 thé
lam 14 phdng mo lung tung va mong gap duoc dicu gi d6. Sau su cau hdi ong nhin ra rang minh s& chang thu duoc két qua gl

Ong hoi, “Ba mb ta hoat dong trong quan ngil ctia James Barr nhur thé nao?””

Hutton d4p, “Kiéu mau nhung khong c6 gl virot troi.”

Ong hoi, “C6 bao giy dng ta gip ric rdi khong?”

Hutton dép, “Theo toi biét thi khong”

Ong hoi, “C6 bao gior 6ng ta pham tdi ac khong?”

Hutton dép, “Theo toi biét thi khong”

Ong hoi, “Ba ¢6 biét vé nhitng sy kién m6i day trong thanh phd nay khong?”

Hutton dap, “T6i co biét.”

Ong hoi, “Trong qua khir ctia James Barr ¢6 gi chitng t6 duoc ong ta ¢6 hoac khong c6 kha nang dinh liu vio nhimg s kién d6 hay khong?”

Hutton dap, “Theo t6i biét thi khong”

Sau ciing ong hoi, “C6 mit Iy do ndo d6 khién Lau nam goc c6 thé quan tim dén James Barr hon nhing cyru chién binh khac khong?”’

Hutton d4p, “Theo t6i biét thi khong”

Pén do thi Alex chiu bo cude.

Ong n6i, “Vang. Camon ba, thua tuéng Hutton.”

Helen Rodin bude di ba muoi thude roi dimg lai trén duong mot lic, bén ngoai ngdi nha ctia James Barr. Cénh sét da giéing bing ddy chéin ngang 16i vao
va mt tam van duoc dong dinh Ién canh cra trude bi pha v3. Ngbi nha trong hoang vang diu hiu. Khong ¢ gi dé xem. Theé nén c6 ding dién thoai di
dong goi mot chiee taxi dura vé bénh vién cua hat. Khi c6 dén do thi da qua bon gio chicu va mit troi dang nam ¢ hudéng Tay. No roi sang toa nha bé
tong trang thanh nhitng méng cam va hong nhat.

Co di thang may én tang sau va ghi danh voi Uy ban Trirng giéi va tim thay tay bac si mét moi ba muroi tum, ¢6 hoi anh ta vé tinh trang ctia James Barr.
Tay béc si khong cung cap thong tin gi miy. Anh ta khong himg thii gi vé tinh trang ctia Barr. Diéu d6 hién nhién. Thé nén Helen chi di ngang qua anh ta
va md ctra phong Barr.

Barr dang thirc. Hin van bi cong tay vao thanh chin girong, Dau hin van bi kep lai. D6i miit hin mo va nhin trimg trimg 1én trdn nha. Hoi thé héin nhe va

cham, va may theo doi nhip tim dang kéu chim hon mdt nhip mbi gidly. i tay hin run nheé nhe va hai chiéc cong va leng keng vao thanh chin giuong,
Nhitng tieng dong mét moi, vo tri ctia loai sat lanh.



Hin hoi, “Ai d6?”

Helen bude gin lai va cti xubng tAm niit ciia hin.

C6 hoi, “Ho cd cham soc anh khong?”

Hin dap, “Toi khong c6 gi dé than phién.”

“Cho t6i biét vé 6ng ban Charlie ctia anh?”

“Anh ta c6 ¢ day khong?”

“Khong, anh ta khong c¢6 ¢ day.”

“Mike c6 dén khong?”’

“T6i khong nghi 1a ho cho phép khach vao tham. Chi ¢ ludt sur va thin nhan thoi.”
Barr khong néi gi.

Helen hoi, “C6 phai ho 1 nhitng ngudi ban duy nhét ctia anh khong? Mike va Charlie?”
Barr dap, “Toi nghi vay. Va Mike la mdt ngudi hang xom thi ding hon.”

“Con Jeb Oliver thi sao?”’

“AD”

“Anh ta Iam ¢ ti€ém ban phy tiing xe.”

“T6i khong biét anh ta.”

“Anh c6 chic khong?”

Poi mit Barr chuyén dong, moi hén mim chit nhu mot nguoi dang b nhé lai, ¢6 t6 ra minh c6 thién chi, khao khat dugc chép thuan.
Hin n6i, “Toi rt tiéc. Toi chua bao gioy nghe biét gi vé anh ta.”

“Anh ¢6 st dung ma try khong?”

Barr dép, “Khong. Ching bao gio. Toi khong am chuyén do.” Hén im ling mot gidy. “Thét ra t6i khong im gi cu thé ca. Toi chi song, thé thoi. Do Iy
do toan bd chuyén nay tht vo 1y dbi vi toi. Toi da song murdi bon nam trén doi nay. Tai sao gioy day t6i lai virt bo di tat ca moi chuyén?”

Helen hoi, “K¢é cho t6i nghe vé& Charlie di.”
Barr dap, “Chung t6i c6 gap gd nhau. Lam chung vai thir.”
“Sing?”

“Mot it.”

“Charlie sng ¢ dau?”

“T6i khong biét.”

“Hai nguoi quen nhau bao 1au?”
“Namnam C6 1§ su nam.”

“Ma anh khong biét anh ta & dau a?”
“Anh ta khong néi véi to1.”

“Anh ta timg dén nha a

“Thi sao nao?”



“Anh chira bao i dén noi anh ta 6?”

“Thi anh ta dén nha t61.”

“Anh c6 sb dién thoai ctia anh ta khong?”

“Anh ta chi thinh thoang dén, ic nay lic khéc.”

“Céc anh c6 than nhau khong?”

“Vira du than.”

“Chinh xac 14 than nhu thé nao?”

“Chuing t6i choi duoc véi nhaw.”

“Di than dé ké voi anh ta vé& chuyén mudi bén nam trude?”

Barr khong tra 1oi. Chi nham niit lai.

“Anh c6 ké vi anh ta khong?”

Barr khong néi gi.

Helen noi, “Toi nghii anh c6 ndi vdi anh ta.”

Barr khong nhén ciiing khong chbi.

“T6i ngac nhién lai co ngwdi khong biét ban minh sdng & dau. Nhit | mdt ngudi ban than nhu Charlie.”
Barr ndi, “Toi khong ging hoi gi. Toi thiy may nin vi ciing c6 duge mot ngudi ban. Toi khong mudn am hong tinh ban Ay bang nhitng cau hoi.”

Eileen Hutton dimg day khoi ban Jy 1i khai ctia Alex Rodin va bét tay moi ngudi. Ri ba di ra hanh lang va cham niit Vo1 mot ngudi ma ba nghi la vién
canh sat tén Emerson. Ngudi ma Reacher da canh bao véi ba. Ong ta khiing dinh diéu d6 bing cach trao cho ba mot tim danh thiép ctia minh.

Ong hoi, “Ching ta ¢6 thé trao doi chut it khong?”

Ba hoi lai, “V& chuyén gi?”

Emerson dap, “Vé Jack Reacher.”

“Ong 4y thi sa0?”

“Ba biét ong ta, t0i ndi thé c6 ding khong?”

“T6i biét 6ng ta murdi bén nam trude.”

“Lan cudi cing ba gip ong 4y I khi nao?”

Ba dap, “Mudi bén nam trude. Khi dé ching t6i ciing & Kuwait. Roi ong ta thuyén chuyén di noi khac. Hay t6i thuyén chuyén. Téi khong nhé nira.”
“Hom nay ba khong gip ong dy?”

“Ong 4y dang ¢ Indiana 42

“Ong 4y dang ¢ trong thi trdn. O ngay ddy, ngay lic nay.”
“Trai dit qua 1 tron.”

“Ba dén day bang phuong tién gi?”’

“Toi bay dén Indianapolis r6i thué mdt chiéc xe.”

“O qua dem?”

“T61 ¢o lua chon nao a?”

‘O dau?”



“Khach san Marriott.”

“Tbi qua Reacher giét mdt co gii.”

“Ong c6 chic thé khong?”

“Ong ta a nghi can duy nhat ctia ching t6i.”

“Piéu d6 nghe khong giéng con ngudi éng ta chit ndo.”

“Hay goi cho t6i néu ba gip ong dy. S6 ctia s canh sat trén tim danh thiép. Va s méy I cta toi. Va c6 ca sb dién thoai di dong nira.”

“Toi gap ong ta lam gi?”’

“Nhur 0 ba vira néi, thé giéi ndy nho Hm.”

Chlec Xe tuan tra miu trang va den ctia canh st truon di vé huéng Bic xuyén qua dong xe gio cao diém dang tich tu. Chay qua tiémban sing. Qua tiém
cat toc.Moi kiéu chi $7. Roind gam toc do, 18 phai vao nha tro. Tay canh sat ngdi ghé canh tai xé bude xudng va di vao phong tiép tan. Trao cho tay
quan Iy to buém. Dt n6 én qudy, xoay no lai va ddy ngang qua.

Tay canh sat noi, “Goi cho ching t6i néu thiy tén nay xuét hién nhé.”

Tay quéan Iy n6i, “Ong ta & day. Nhung tén 6ng dy 1 Heffher, chir khong phai Reacher. Toi xép ong 4y & phong s tam, tdi qua.”

Tay canh sét dimg yén. “Gio hén ¢6 & trong d6 khong?”

“T6i khong biét. Ong ta di ra di vao vai lan.”

“Hén thué trong bao lAu?”

“Ong 4y tra tién cho mdt dém Nhung chua tra lai chia khoa.”

“Vay 14 hén dinh 6 lai #ém nay nita?”’

“T6i doan vay.”

“Trir phi hin c6 it & dy roi.”

“Vang, trir phi.”

Tay canh sat budc I ra cira. Ra hi¢u cho ngudi dong nhiém. Tay canh sat kia tit méy, khoa xe lai va budc dén.

Tay thir nhat ndi, “Phong s6 tim, ding tén gia.”

Tay kia hoi, “Gios héin & trong phong 4?7

“Chung t6i khong biét.”

“Vay thi lén xemnao.”

Ho mang theo tay quan Iy. Ho dé anh ta dimg hui ra xa. Ho riit sing va gd cira phong sb tam.

Khong ai tra 10i.

Ho g6 lai.

Khong ai tra 101,

Tay thir nhat hoi, “C6 chia khéa chinh khong?”

Tay quan ly trao 6ng ta mot chiéc chia khoa. Tay canh sat nhe nhang tra n6 vao 6 khoa, bang mot tay. Xoay cham cham. Mo canh ctra ra mt phin 10i
dung lai, roi 6ng ta tong cho clra mo toang ra va budc vao. Tay dong sy bude vao ngay sau 6ng. Stng cta ho chia qua lai khap moi phia, thit nhanh, ha
hoa va cang thang,

Can phong tréng khong.

Khong ¢6 gi bén trong phong ca, trir mdt diy vét dung phong tam nho nho tro troi xép hang trén cai ké gin trén chiu rira niit. Mot goi dao lam loai



ding mot an con méi duge mo ra, mdt cai dd qua str dung, Mot lon xa phong cao riu moi, ¢d bot bam quanh voi xit. Mot dng kem dénh ring moi,
duoc ndn hai lAn.

Tay thir nhét n6i, “Cha ndi ndy di du lich gon nhe qua.”
Pdng nghiép ctia 6ng ta n6i, “Nhung héin chua tra phong, Chiic chin vAy. C6 nghiia i hdn s& trd lai”
Ban dang doc truyén Mot Phat Mot Mang dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.

Chuong 19

Chuong 10

Reacher dang ngi trén girong trong can phong s0 310 & khach san Marriott. Ong ndm ngira, nhu mdt ngudi chét. Ong va Hutton da trd chuyén qua lau
trong quan ca phé dén ndi ba suyt mudn cude hen. Ba xem dong 1o vao liac bén gior kém nidm phit va da dui the khoa phong cho 6ng, va nho 6ng cat tii
xach ctia minh vao phong, Ri ba chay voi ra dudng. Ong nghi ring & ra minh nén tra thé khoa & ban tiép tan. Nhung ong khong lim vay. Ong khong
phai di dén noi ndo cu thé ca. Hoiic 1 chira. Nén 6ng cat tii xach va & lai trong phong,

Ong khong sudng dién Ién vi duge & lai phong 310, néu can nhic moi diéu kién. N6 nidm trén ting ba, khién cho viéc thot ra bang ctra sb rat kho khan.
Phong $6 thm & nha tro thi tién hon nhidu, Téng trét, khu nha cii, né cho ngudi ta mdt co hdi may rui kha cao. Mo cura s, bude ra, tim con hém, hay mot
canh cira, hay mot cai cira s khac. O d6 thi d&. O day khong dé& chiit ndo. Ong dang & tang ba. Leo xudng ciing lau ddy. Va ong khong biét chic ctra
s0 ctia khach san Marriott c6 mo duoc hay khong. Co thé n6 khong mo. C6 thé nhimg ludt gia & vin phong chinh ngai lién doi. Co thé ho da hrong
tru6e mot trdn i nhimg dira tré so sinh roi xudng nén trai nhua cta bai dau xe. Hay ¢6 thé n6 thude van dé mo rong quy mb. C6 thé gia chdt cira va tay

ndm cira vuot qua hoa don méy dicu hoa mot it. Bat ké vi Iy do gi di nira, thi ciin phong nay ciing khong phai ra chon tuyét voi. Khong mdt chit ndo.
Khong thich hop cho cu trii dai han.

Nhung cho mdt thoi gian ngiin thi nd ciing tam 6n. Thé nén 6ng nhém it va thiép di. Hay ngi khi c6 thé, vi mi khong thé biét khi ndo minh s& duoc nga
lai. D6 1 quy tic ¢ dién trong quan doi.

K¢é hoach ciia Emerson rat don gian. Ong dé Donna Bianca ¢ phong s6 bay. Béo hai vién canh sat tudn tidu cit xe ho cach ba con dudngr 10i di bo tro lai
va chor trong phong s6 chin. Ong cho mdt chiée xe cho cach hai con duong sau hing nha tro, va mjt chiéc cach bon kh01 phd vé& hudng Béc, noi ¢6
nhitng bai ban xe, va chiéc nita cach hai khdi phd vé huéng Nam Ong yéu ciu tay quan Iy thirc canh chimg qua cira s6, va goi cho Bianca & phong sb
by ngay khi thiy ngwoi ma anh ta biét dudi tén Heffer budc vao.

Eileen Hutton trér vé& khéch san Marriott Itic bén gios ba muoi. Khong c6 thé khoa & ban cho ba. Khong c6 i nhén. Thé nén ba vao thang mdy di lén va
theo nhitng miii tén hudng dan dén phong 310, g5 ctra. Im ling mdt thodng 161 canh cira mo ra va Reacher dé ba budc vao.

Ba hoi, “Phong ctia em thé nao?”

Ong dap, “Giurong khé thoai méi.”

Ba ndi, “Em c6 trach nhiém phai goi cho Emerson néu thiy anh.”

“Emcé goi khong?”

“Khong.”

“Khai man trude toa va chira chip ké dao thoat. Chi trong c6 mdt ngay.”

Ba Iy vi r6i Jiy ra danh thiép ciia Emerson. “Anh 1 nghi can duy nhét ctia ho. Ong ta cho em ba s6 dién thoai khac nhau. Ho c6 vé rét nghiém trong.”

Ong iy tim danh thiép trén tay ba. B6 né vao tiii sau ciing voi miéng khéin gidy ¢6 ghi s6 dién thoai ctia Helen Rodin. Ong da trd thanh mdt cudn nién
giambit di.

Ong hoi, “Chuyén vi ong Rodin thé nao?”
“Thang thin.”

Ong khong ndi gi. Ba di loanh quanh, xem xét céin h. Phong tam, phong ngt, phong khéch, nha bép. Ba y tli xéch ciia minh va dua n6 vao tuong ngay
ngfn.

Ba hoi, “Anh mudn & lai khong?”
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Ong lic dau.

Ong n6i, “Khong duoc.”

Ba noi, “Puoc thol”

“Nhung anh s& quay lai sau, néu em mu6n.”

Ba ngirng lai mdt thoang,

“Puoc thoi Trd lai sau nhé.”

Alex Rodin quay vao phong, dong ctra lai va goi dién cho Emerson.
Ong hoi, “Ong tém duoc hén chwa?”

Emerson dép, “Khong som thi muon thoi. Ching t6i dang tim hén khép noi. Va dang canh chimg cin phong hén thué. Hin ¢ mdt phong tro. Ding tén

gia.
“Thi vi nhi. C6 nghiia 13 ¢ thé hén da ding tén gia & Metropole nita.”
Emerson n6i, “Toi s& xem lai. Toi s& cho I& tAn xem tim anh.”

Rodin néi, “Chiing ta s& tém cb hin.” Ong gac méy, nghi &én hai dong tit dong khung mdi s& treo trén vach vin phong, Trude tién 1 Barr, r6i dén
Reacher.

Reacher ra khoi phong cta Hutton va di cau thang thay vi ding thang mdy. O tang trét, 6ng tranh 16i vao khach sanh va tImthay mot hanh lang phia sau
c6 mit cura thoat hlem nam & cubi duong, Ong day canh cira thoat hlemmo ra va ding chan gitt n6 mo ho. LAy tAm danh thiép cta Emerson ra, x¢ doi
16 theo chiéu dai, rdi ghp phn nira ¢6 tén trén d6 lai lam bén. Ong 4n tit hrdi khoa vao trong bang dau ngon tay cai va iy manh gidy gap chém né trong
do6. Ong nhe nhang khép cira va day n6 khop vao khung ctra bang long ban tay. R&i ng bo di, qua thing rac 1on, qua bai dau xe cua nhan vién, ra ngoai
duong thing v& hudng Béc. He pho déng dvic va nhitng in xe bét dau thc nghén. Ong bude di véi tde dd binh thurong va loi dung chleu cao ctia minh dé
quan sat tir xa, tim c4c xe tudn tiéu hay canh sat & cac goc phd. Trdi vin con 4m. Co mdt con ap thip & dau do. O rt gin ddy. Ap sudt khong khi kha
cao, nén xuéng chan lai cai mii d4t 4m va phan bon ni to trong khong khi.

Ong dén chin xa o treo va ré vé huong Tay dudi bong nd. Mit duong xa 16 chay doc trén nhitng céy tru cao bbn muroi bg. Bén dudi nd Ia nhig khu
dat bira bon, mdt sb dé trong va ddy rac, mot sé co nhing tda nha gach cii voi cura thong gio t6i om trén mai, mdt so ¢6 nha kho moi bang kim loai chira
nhirng tiém im dong xe va tiém son xit. Ong di qua phia sau toa cao dc kinh den va vin & nguyén dudi bong xa 16 1di 1& vé hudng Nam, chuin bi bang
ngang qua phia sau thu vién. Bat ngd 6ng dimng chan, cti xudng Fic Fc cai gidy. Nhu ¢ san trong gidy. Liéc nhin dudi canh tay ra sau va khong thiy ai
theo minh ca. Khong cé dudi bam.

Ong ditiép. Sau thur vién thi 6ng di gitra troi trong bdn muroi thurde. Quang trudng ndm vé huréng Dong ciia 6ng. Ong dimg lai trong mot thoang ¢ cdi
chd ma 6ng cho ring ndm ingay dudi noi Helen Rodin dé déu xe ngay hom trude va I noi James Barr chic da dau trong ngay thir Sau. Xubng thap bén
muroi bg, canh vat khac hdn nhung vé hinh hoc thi giéng nhau. Ong c6 thé thiy nhimg vong hoa héo tia dya vao birc tuong phia Nam ctia cai i hd nude.
Chng 1 nhirng vét mau nhan nhat ¢ xa. Bén ngoai ching 1 canh cira ctia S Pang kiém Ngudi ta bude ra mot minh hay timg d6i. Ong xem ddng ho.
Nam gio' kém nuroi

Ong di tiép ngoai khoang tréng va bing ngang dén khdi phd cuc Bac ctia duong s6 Mot. Ong di vong mdt khbi vé hudng Nam va ba khdi vé hudng
Dong roi di lén dén 16 vao bai dau xe tir hudng Tay. Ong di n con ddc va tﬂnﬂny ng kinh mdy quay an ninh. N6 1a mt vong kinh nho ban bui dugc
gin trén mot chiéc hop tron mau den bt trén cao & giao d1em ca hai cy xa nha bang bé tong. Ong vay tay VO‘l 1n6. N6 qua cao, ly tuong ddi voi ong,
L& ra n6 phai thap hon, ngang tamvm bang s xe. Nhung tit ca cc cdy cot dudi | khoang ngang hong déu b triy xo x4c. Mot cau vong nhiéu mau khac
nhau. Gi6i tai xé n6i chung kha bat cin. Gén thip hon, chiéc méy quay chéc chi song sét dugc mdt ngly rudi. C6 thé it hon.

Ong di 1én con déc dén ting hai. Nhéim vé huéng ?éc va Bong, dén gdc tit trong cing, Bai déu xe yén ling va ving vé, nhung chat xe. Chd dau m
James Barr tirng ding d2 ¢6 xe dau. Khong c6 cho danh cho sy da cam khi phai gianh cho dau xe ¢ khu thurong mai. Khong ¢6 cho danh cho long ton
kinh.

Bién gi6i gitta bai dau xe cii va khu xdy dung moi duoc danh diu bang mdt b ba déi bing giing giita cac cdy cot. C6 dong chir Chi Y Khong Pugc
Vo trén dai bang tiéu chudn mau vang - den cua nha thau, bén trén va bén dudi nd I nhimg doan bang moi mau xanh - tréing Buong Vach Canh Sat
Khéng Buge Bang Qua. Ong ding cang tay kéo ca ba dai bang lén cao hon va chui qua bén dudi. Khong can phai quy mot goi xuong. Khong can lam
x0 réch chiéc quan jeans. Khong can phai dé lai ca dng s¢ vai. Khong can tham chi 1 voi mdt ngudi cao hon Barr dén muroi lim phén, va tham chi dai
bang mdi con thip hon murdi Bim phén so voi dai bang ma Barr da gap. Han da di qua xa theo nghia den khi ¢6 dé lai bat ky chimg cir gi ¢6 thé.

Reacher budc vao ,chS t61. Khu xay dyng moi c6 hinh chir nhét. Co I bénA muroi thude theo chidu Nam+Bic, hai trim thudc theo chiép Dong-Tay. Co
ngtiia I Reacher dén cai goc Bong Bac moi sau ba muoi lim bude chan. Ong dimg lui lai cach birc turong vanh dai sau b va nhin xuong vé bén phai.
Ong c6 duge tam nhin tuyét hao. Khdng can phai dua vao cay c¢dt. Khong can van veo nhu mdt con ngyra co lung trong mot canh dong co6 muia he.

Ong dtmg d6 nhin. Ngudi ta dang di ra khoi toa vin phong chinh phi cang lic cang dong. Mot dong kha 16n. Vai nguoi dimg chén chdm thude 14 ngay



khi ho vira ra ngoai. Nhimg nguoi khéc di tiép thing vé hudng Tay, ngudi di nhanh, nguoi bude cham. Tt ¢4 r& va di quanh ria phia Bic cta céi ho.
Khong mdt ai di vao noi nhitng nan nhn cta Barr d4 di. Nhiing vong hoa twéng niém xua dudi ho. Mot sy nhéic nhd. Do do that kho danh gia canh
tuong hom thir Sau trong ra sao. Kho, nhung khong phai la khong thé. Reacher nhin nhitng ngudi dang bude va, trong hinh dung, bét ho tir bo nhimg
budc & phai day ton trong cua ho. Ong tuwong tuong ho tiép tuc di thing. Ho s& chdm bude khi vao dén doan ¢ chai. Nhung khong qua chdm Va ho
s& & gan. Su két hop giira téc d6 vira phai va sy ké can s& gia ting goc léch. N6 s& am cho cong viée tro nén kho hon. D6 1 nguyén thc can ban khi str
dung stng trudng. Mot con chim bay ngang bau troi cach mot tram thude B mot muc tiéu d& bin. Ciing con chim dé véi cling mot tde do bay trude mt
ban sdu b lai i mot muc tiéu khong thé ban tring,

Ong hinh dung moi ngudi di xudi tir phéi qua tréi. Ong nham mdt mat lai va vuron tay ra chi bang ngon tay. Tach, tach-tach, tach-tach-tach. Séu phat c6
ngam Bon gidy. Nhanh. Bai toan hinh hoc gay go. Cang thang, 19 li€u, dé bi tan cong,

Sau phat, gdm ca phét ¢6 tinh truot.

Tai ndng ngoai hang,

Ho khong quén.

Ong tha tay xuéng bén hong, Trong chd t6i niy lanh. Ong ring minh. Khong khi lanh va 4m wét va ndng mii voi vira. Troi Kuwait City rét nong. Khong

khi rung rinh va tran ddy mili dAt bui bi nung kho va cét sa mac. Reacher da dmg trong béi d4u xe va d6 md hoi. Con dudng bén dudi ong sang 16a 1én.
Tan bao. Nhur mdt cai 1o nung,

Troi Kuwait City rit nong,
Bdn phat & d6.
Séau phat & day.

Qng dtmg nhin moi nguoi dira tir canh ctra S¢ Pang kiém. Dong qua. Mudi, mudi hai, muroi fim, hai muoi. Ho 1€ va di vong hudng Bic 16i lai 18 va di
ve hudng Tay gitra cai ho va con cong cia NBC. Ho nhurong burde cho nhau. Nhung néu ho vao trong doan c6 chai thi s& phai chen chiic nhau.

Ho dong qua.
Sau phét, trong bon gidy.
Ong tim mdt ai d6 dimg yén. Khong thiy mot ai. Khong c6 com, khong c6 nhitng ngudi gia méc banh t6. Ong quay di va budc lai nhitng ddu chan minh.

Néng dai bang én va chui bén dudi va quay tré xudng doan ddc. Chudn ra dudng va 1& vé hudng Tay, di thing dén vimg t6i dudi xa 6. Nhim hudéng
thur vién.

Ong bing qua bon muoi thrde ngoai troi, men theo bire tuong bén hong ctia thur vién va vao qua 10i danh cho ngudi tan tat. Ong phéi di gin chiéc ban,
nhung 6ng khong lo di€u d6. Néu Emerson bat dau phan phat Iénh truy na thi dng ta s€ dén cac buu dién va quan ruou va khach san trude. Phai mat
mot thoi gian kha 1au thi dng ta moi di van dong nhitng ngurdi tha thur.

Ong di dén khach sanh an toan va budc dén day dién thoai cong cong. Liy to khén gidy trong ti ra rdi bam s6 di dong ctia Helen Rodin. C6 nghe ¢ hdi
chudng thir nam. Ong hinh dung ¢6 Iyc tii xach, liéc nhin man hinh, Iong ngdng bam nit.

Ong hoi, “C6 dang mdt minh chir?”

“Reacher diy 4?”

Ong d4p, “Phai. C6 dang mdt minh chir?”

C6 dap, “C6. Nhung 6ng dang gip réc rdi to.”
“Ai goi cho ¢6?”

“Cha to1.”

“Cb tin 6ng 4y khong?”

“Khong.”

“Toi s& dén gap ¢6.”

“Co6 mdt tay canh sat trong khach sanh.”

“Toi ciing nghi vay. Toi s& di 16i nha xe.”



Ong clip may, di trd lai ngang qua ban gidy va ra ngoai 16i vao bén hong nha. Trd lai dudi xa 16. Ong di dudi béng che chéin ctia nd cho t6i khi ong dbi
dién véi mit sau toa cao ¢ kinh den. BSi dién con de cho xe 1én. Ong xem xét bén trai, bén phai rdi di thing xudng. i qua nhitng chiéc xe tii ctia
NBC, qua chiéc Mustang n 6ng nghi 13 ciia Ann Yanni, dén thang may. Ong nhAn niit goi va chd. Xem dong hd. Nam gios ba muroi. Phén I6n moi nguoi
dang rdi tda nha. Budng thang may di xudng chiic ngimg & ting khéch sanh. Budng thang méy di Ién, ¢6 1& khong, Ong hy vong vdy.

Budng thang méy dén nha dé xe va ba nguoi di ra. Ho bo di. Reacher budc vao. Bimsd 4. Bude Iui. Budng thang mdy chay lén mot tAng roi dimg lai.
Trong khach sanh. Hai canh ctra truot trd lai nhu canh man sén khiu. Tay cm dimg ngay do, cach thang miy b6n bo, mit huéng vé phia khac. Chan
ong ta dang ra va tay chong nanh. Ong ta dtmg gin bén hau nhur c6 thé cham durge. Mot nguoi dan ong budc vao thang may. Ong ta khong ndi néng gi.
Chi kh& gat dau theo kiéu ban dong hanh thang may. Reacher gt d4u tra. Ong ta bamsd 7. Hai canh ctra van con mo. Tay c6m nhin con duong, Ngudi
modi vao Fic Fc cai nit. Tay com dong ddy. Ong ta 16t mii ra khoi dau roi ludn tay vudt toc. Cira dong lai. Thang méy di lén.

Reacher dira ¢ lau bon, va di qua mOt nhom nguoi dang ra vé. Helen Rodin mé sén cira cho 6 ong. Ong budc vao phong va ¢6 dong cira lai. C6 dang
méic mot chiéc vay ngin miu den va 4o tring, C6 nhin rat tré. Nhu mot nit sinh. Va c6 vé lo king. Nhu mdt nguoi dang boi roi.

Cb ndi, “Toi phai np Ong cho canh sat.”

Reacher n6i, “Nhung c6 s& khong lim thé.”

Co dap, “Khong. Toi phai ndp, nhung t6i s¢ khong lam.”

Reacher n6i, “Su that i t6i mén c6 bé dy. C6 ta 1 mot cd bé d& thuong,”
“Co ta dd gai 6ng.”

“T6i khong buc minh.”

‘Mot ké nao d6 khong thich c6 ta.”

“Ching ta khong chiic dugc. Tinh cam khong c6 trong chuyén ndy. C6 ta 1 thir xai xong thi virt bo, chi vay thoi. Mot phuong tién dé dat dwoc ciru
canh.”

“K¢é giat day qua that khong mubn 6ng hién dién chut ndo.”

Reacher gat dau. “Diéu d6 la chic chén. Nhung han rii dirt di roi, vi gior thi t6i khong bo di nira. Han vira méi tu minh dam bao diéu d6.”

“O lai thi ¢6 an toan khong?”

“Tam tam. Nhung chuyén c6 bé nay s& lam t6i chdm lai. Thé nén cd phai thuc hién phﬁn 16n cong viéc.”

C5 dén 6ng vao phong bén trong. C6 ngdi vao ban gidy. Ong dimg cach cira s6 kha xa. Ong ngdi xudng san nha va dwa lung vao tuong,

Helen n6i, “Toi da bit dau cong viéc. Toi ni chuyén voi Rosemary va nhiing ngudi hing xom ctia Barr. Ri t6i trd lai bénh vién. Toi nghi B ching ta
dang can mit ke c6 tén la Charlie. Nho con, toc den lom chom Khoai choi sing. Toi ¢6 cam gidc hén thudc loai nguoi an mt. Toi nghi tim ra hén khong
dé dau.”

“Hin c6 mit duge bao lau rdi?”

“Hinh nhu néim hay sau ndm. Han 3 nguoi ban lu dai duy nhét ma moi nguoi ¢6 thé néu én. Va héin i ké duy nhit n Barr thira nhan.”

Reacher lai git dau. “T6i chdp nhan diéu nay.”

“Va Barr khong biét Jeb Oliver ciing khong choi ma ty.”

“Cb tin hin u?”

Helen dép, “Vang, t0i tin. Thét viy. Ngay bay gid thi toi tin moi chuyén héin n6i. Nhur thé héin d bo ra muoi bon niim dé im lai cude doi va gidr thi hin
khong thé tin 12 minh di lai duong cii. Toi nghi I3 han cling dau budn vé chuyén nay nhu bat ctr ai khac.”

“Ngoai trir cac nan nhanra.”

“Nurong tay voi hiin ti chit ndo, Reacher. Mot chuyén ky quai dang xay ra.”
“Ga Charlie ndy biét chuyén & Kuwait City khong?”

“Barr khong néi. Nhung t6i nghi 12 biét.”

“(Ga song & dau?”



“Barr khong biét.”

“Barr khong biét u?”

“Anh ta chi gip héin day d6. Han chi thinh thoang xuAt hién. Nhur t6i noi, t6i nghii 1 tim ra héin khong d& dau.”
Reacher khong néi gi.

Helen hoi, “Ong da n6i chuyén voi Eileen Hutton chura?”

“Cb ay khong phai la mdi de doa. Quén doi che gidu moi chuyén.”

“Ong c6 timra tén theo doi ong khong?”

Reacher dép, “Khong. Toi khong thiy lai hin. Han 1 ching rat hin diroi.”

“Vay I ching ta khong c6 manh mbi gi ca.”

“Ching ta ¢ tién trién hon trude. Chiing ta ¢6 thé nhan thiy cai hinh thii ciia sy viée. Ching ta ¢6 thé biét it nhit 1a bon tén. Mot 1 g 16n tudi miic banh
t0. Hai Ia ké ¢ tén Charlie. Ba 1a mit tén to con, rat khoe va thudn tay trai.”

Ban dang doc truyén Mot Phdt Mot Mang dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Chuwong 20

“Tai sao?”
“Han giét co gai toi hom qua. Ga 16n tudi qua gia va c6 vé nhur Charlie rét nho con. Va chimg cir vat Iy cho biét rang d6 1a mt ct dAm tay trai.”
“Va bon 1a ké giat day.”

Reacher lai git dau. “O mdt noi d4u d6 trong bong t6i, lap ké hoach, gidt day. Ching ta ¢6 thé doan ring hin khong chay quanh va tir tay thyre hién
nhiing viéc loai nay.”

“Nhung lam thé néo dé ching ta tiép can hén ddy? Néu héin da rit mét tén theo ddi ong, thi ching ta 6 thé cho réing hén ciing rit Charlie ludn. Ching
dang thi thé.”

“Co6 mdt con dudng khac. Mot xa 10 rong ménh mong,”
“O dau?”

Reacher dép, “Ching ta bo qua mot diéu rat hién nhién. Ching ta trudc gior da nhin im d4u khdu sting, Tét ca nhitng gi m chiing ta da m 1 nhin xem
ai dd bannd.”

“L& ra chiing ta nén lam gi?”’

“L& ra ching ta can suy nghi nhiéu hon.”

“V& chuyén gi?”

“James Barr ban b6n phat & Kuwait City. Va héin ban sau phat & day.”

Helen néi, “OK. Han ban nhiéu hon hai phat & ddy. Vay thi sao nao?”

Reacher dap, “Nhung khong phéi vay. That sur khéng. Khac hoan toan néu ta nhin tir bén 1&. Sy thét 1 ¢ ddy han da ban it hon bon phét.”
“Thét budn cudi. Sau so véi bdn i nhiéu hon hai. Khong phéi it hon bon.”

“Kuwait City rét nong. Vao ban trua thit khong thé chiu ndi. Cé khimg mdi di lang thang ra ngoai. Pudng phd phén I6n thoi gian ving vé.”

“Thi sao nao?”


http://ebookfull.net

“Thé nén & Kuwait City, James Barr giét moi ngudi ma han thiy. Mot, hai, ba, bon, chdm dut. Con duong hoan toan véng trir bén anh chang cia ta. Chi
¢6 mdi ho ngu ngbe dén ndi di ra ngoai trong nhiét d6 4y. Va Barr lam thit ca bén. Hin lim lang, Lic d6 cau chuyén ¢6 vé trd nén hop ly véi t6i. Hin
mudn nhin thdy méu phut ra thinh nen suong mau hdng. Piéu m toi sy tinh 1 16 ra hin ¢6 thé thoa mén sau mdt 1an nhin n6 thoi, nhung 15 rang hin
khong thoa mén. Vay thi hop 1y s& 1 néu héin khong dimg lai & mot vy, thi hiin s& am t6i cho dén khi khong con muc tiéu ndo nita. Va hin da am nhur
viy. O Kuwait City, héin khong tim duoc thém myc tiéu.”

Helen khong néi gi.

Reacher n6i, “Nhung ¢ day thi hén khong hét muc tidu. Phai c6 ca chyc nguoi trong doan cé chai 6. Hay muroi lam nguoi. Dusao thi cling nhiéu hon
muroi nguoi. Va hian ¢ bang dan mudi vien. Nhung hin ngimg ban sau phat thir sau. Cir the ngimg. Han chira lai bon vién trong khau sing. Chiing duroc
ghi lai trong quay trién lim cta Bellantonio. Va d6 Ia diéu t61 mu6n n6i. Han da ban xa ling & Kuwait City, vy ma ¢ déy it hon bon vién so véi mirc xa
lang. D6 1a sy khac biét vé mat tim ly & ddy. Han quyét dinh khong lam lang & day. Vi sao vay?”

“Vi hin dang voi ching?”

“Hin c6 bd phan nap dan tir dong. Bing ghi 4m trong mdy tinh ra sdu phét trong bén gidy. Co nghiia 1 & ra hin c6 thé bin murdi vién trong chura dén
bay gidy. Ba gidy s€ khong tao ra su khac biét nao doi voi han.”

Helen khong néi gi.

Reacher n6i, “T6i da hoi hén. Khi t6i gip hén trong bénh vién. Toi hoi hén s& kim chuyén d6 nhur thé ndo, v& mit Iy thuyét. Nhur B mot dy théo chién
thuat. Nén han suy nghi vé nd. Han ranh khu vue d6. Han n6i rang minh s€ dau xe trén xa 19. Sau lung thu vién. Han néi s€ quay kinh xe xudng va tritt
hét bang dan.”

Helen khong ndi gi.

“Nhung hiin da khong trit hét béng dan. Hén ngung bén & phit thir séu. C thé ngung. Mot cach lanh ling va binh tish. Bicu nay khién toan by dong cor
tr6 nén khac biét. Day khong phai la mot g dien xuat hién dé khing bo ca thanh pho vi mjt tro théch do nita. Han khong bi déy vao n6 vi niém vui duge
gict choc. Helen, chuyén nay khong phai I ngau nhién. Khong phai la roi loan tim than. Ma ¢6 mdt myc dich 10 rang, giéi han va cht ché ¢ phia sau.
biéu nay khién tiéu diém hoan toan dao nguoc. L& ra ching ta phai nhan ra n6. L ra ching ta phai nhfn ra rang toan b chuyén nay la ¢ cac nan nhin
chir khong phai & nguoi ban. Ho khong phai la nhitng ké bat hanh da chon nham cho, nham thoi diem.”

Helen hoéi, “Ho 14 nhitng myc tiéu?”

Reacher dap, “Duoc chon hira k§ ludng. Va ngay khi chic an rang ho bi ha guc thi Barr thu don va chudn di. Véi bdn vién dan vin con lai. Mot hoi kich
vé ke loan tri bin bira s& khong r& ngang theo kiéu d6. Han s& tiép tuc kéo cd cho i khi hét dan. Thé nén vu niy khong phai a do 1én con. M n6
mot vu amsat.”

Can phong chim trong im lang,

Reacher ndi, “Ching ta cin xem cac nan nhan J nhimg ai. VA can tim hiéu xem ai mudn ho phai chét. Po 1 con duong s& dan ching ta dén noi can
dén”

Helen khong ctr dong.

Reacher n6i tiép, “Va ching ta can kim diéu nay that nhanh. Vi t6i khong c6 nhiéu thi gio va ching ta da phi pham hét ba ngay t6t nhat dé xem xét moi sur
dao nguoc hét ca.”

Tay bac st mét moi trac ba muroi tudi & tﬁng sau cta bénh vién hat dang két thiic tua kham budi chiéu cta anh ta. Anh ta da chira James Barr lai sau
cing. Mot phan vi anh ta khong cho doi mot thay d6i dot ngdt ndo trong tinh trang cuia han, mot phan vi du sao anh ta cing khong thém quan tim. Cham
séc cho bon trdm cép bip bom cting da qud té roi, nhung cham soc cho mit tén glet nguoi hang loat thi that 1a v Iy. V6 Iy boi phan, boi ngay khi Barr
khoe hén thi héin s& bi d& ra tréi xubng girdng va mot béc sindo khac s& dén giét hin.

Nhung nhitng rang budc vé nguye::n tép thi kho ma ]émngo. Thoi quen cling vay. Chua ké bon phén, tha tuc, va su 6n dinh. Thé I}én vién bac si buérc’
vao phong cua Barr va nhét t& biéu do bénh trang cta hén lén. Anh ta Iy bt ra. Liec nhin cac miy moc. Lice nhin bénh nhin. Han dang thire. D6i mat
hén chuyén dong,

Vién bac siviét. Tinh téo.

Anh ta hoi, “Vui khong?”

Barr dap, “Vui vé gi.”

Vién béc siviét. Co phan timg.

Anh ta n6i, “Dd khon kiép song dai.”” Va cat cay bu.

Chiéc cong trén tay phai ctia Barr va Fic leng keng vao thanh chin giurdng, Ban tay phéi dang run va hoi cum lai, ngén céi va ngon tro dang nhiic nhich



lién tuc, nhur thé hin dang ¢6 kin mdt vién bi tudng trong bang sap cho that tron.
Vién bac sinoi, “Ngung cai tro do di.”

“Ngung cai gi?”

“Ban tay anh.”

“Toi khong thé.”

“Tinh trang d6 B moi ¢6 427

“M6t hay hai nam roi.”

“Khong phai Ia chi co tir khi anh tinh day a?”

“Khong”

Vién bac sinhin to biéu d6 bénh trang. Tudi: Bon muroi mbt.
Anh ta hoi, “Anh ¢6 udng ruou khong?”

Barr dép, “Khong nhiéu. Thinh thoang mdt ngum, dé dé ngn.”

Vién bac si tit nhién khong tin hén, anh ta gio biéu db dén két qua kiém tra doc t6 trong mau va thir nghiém chirc nang gan. Nhung kiém tra doc 6 thi
sach s& con chirc néng clia gan thi rat tot. Khong phai ki dan nhau. Khong phéi 1 ké nghién rurgu. Tham chi khéng udng nita.

Anh ta hoi, “Gan day anh c6 di kham bac siriéng khong?”
Barr dép, “Toi khong ¢6 bao hiémy té.”

“C6 té cling ¢ tay chan khong?”

“Chut it.”

“Tay kia ctia anh c¢6 bi nhu vay khong?”’

“Doi khi.”

Vién béc si lai Ay but ra va ghi vao dudi ciing ctia biéu do: Tay phai co dAu hiéu run riy, khong phéi i hoi chimg hau chén thirong, chdn doan so bo
khong nghién ruou, tay chan ctiing, c¢d kha nang PA giai doan dau?

Barr hoi, “T6i bi gi vay?”

Vién bac sidap, “Cammiéng” Rdi xong viée, anh ta cip bidu do trd lai chan giurdng va bude ra khoi phong,

Helen Rodin Iuc hét cac thing gidy dung chimg ctr va iy ra ban liét ké chinh thirc nhitng 1oi co bude danh cho James Barr. Giira nhiéu vi pham lut
phap co tinh hinh thitc khac, thi bang Indiana da dua ra ndm diém budc tdi giét nguroi bac mdt voi tinh tict tang ning, va theo quy dinh clia nguyén tic
dung phép trinh da Liét ké ndm nan nhan theo tén tudi, gioi tinh, dia chi va nghé nghiép. Helen ludt qua trang giay, do theo dia chi va nghé nghiép.

C6 1n6i, “Toi khong thiy c6 mdi lién hé rd rang ndo ca.”

Reacher ndi, “T6i khong c6 y mu6n ndi rang tit ca bon ho déu l cac muc tiéu. Chéc h:'m chi mdt ngudi trong s6 ho thoi. Nhidu nhét 1 hai ngwoi. Nhitng
nguoi khac chi la dé nguy trang, Vu dm sat dugc gia nhu mot vu xa sing. Toi doan the.”

C6 noi, “Toi phai di am viée day.”
Ong n6i, “Ngay mai toi s& giip lai ¢0.”

Ong ding 16i cau thang thoat hiém thay vi ding thang may va tr6 lai nha dé xe ma khong bj ai thdy. Ong budc voi én con ddc, bang qua duong va lai di
dudi xa 16. Ké tang hinh. Song trong bong t6i. Ong mim cudi. Ong dimg chan.

Ong quyét dinh di tim dién thoai cong cong,

Ong tim thdy mdt tram trén birc trdng bén hong ctia mdt tiém tap héa nho co tén 1 Martha's, nim céch tiém ban 40 quén ré tién ma 6ng da mua hai khbi
phé. Tram dién thoai di mit v&i mdt con hém rong duge dung lAm mdt bai dau xe hep. Co sau 16 chéo da dau du sau chiéc xe. Bén ngoai chung 1a mot
bure trdng gach cao c6 gin manh chai bén trén. Con hém 1& chin muroi d6 phia sau tiém tap hoa. Ong doan 1 n6 1& lai & mdt chd ndo d6 va dan ra khdi
phd ké bén vé& hudng Nam.



Ong nghi, Kh4 an toan.

Ong k"iy tAm danh thiép bi x¢é ctia Emerson ra khoi tti. Chon s6 dién thoai di dong. Dya vai vao birc turdng va quan sét ca hai du ciia con hém cing mot
lac, lang nghe tiéng chudng reo.

Emerson ndi, “Vang?”

Reacher ndi, “Poan xemai day nao?”

“Reacher?”

“Ong ndi dung chéc.”

“Ong & dau?”

“T6i van trong thi trin.”

“O dau?”

“Khong xa im.”

“Ong biét I chiing ti dang truy tim 6ng phai khong?”

“T6i co nghe.”

“Vay thi ong nén ra dau tha di.”

“Toi khong nghi vay.”

Emerson ndi, “Thé thi ching t6i s& timra 6ng,”

“Ong nghi tim durgc ha?”

“Dé dang thoi.”

“Ong c6 biét mjt nguoi c6 tén i Franklin khong?”

“Toi biét chir.”

“Hay hoi xem d& dén mirc ndo.”

“Liic d6 khéc. Ong c6 thé dang & bét ctr noi ndo.”

“Ong d theo ddi cai nha tro rdi phai khong?”

Im lang trong mot thoang, Emerson khong tra 1oi.

Reacher ndi, “Ctr dé nguoi ctia 6ng ¢ lai d6. C6 thé t6i s& quay lai. Ma ciing c6 thé khong.”
“Chiing t6i s€ timra 6ng.”

“Khong hy vong dau. Ong khong di1 gioi dé 1am chuyén d6.”

“C6 thé chiing t6i dang in theo ¢t goi nay.”

“T6i s& do cho 6ng mdt tay. Toi dang & bén ngoai mit tiém tap hda tén I3 Martha's.”
“Ong nén vao trong tiém di kéo lanh.”

Reacher dép, “Ta sé trao d6i nhé. Hay tim xem ai d dt c4i tru chéin duong trong bai ddu xe va 16 toi s& nghi &én viéc ra ndp minh.”
“Barr da dat cai try.”

“Ong biét a héin khong dat. Chiéc xe ctia héin khong hién dién trong céc cudn bang.”

“Vay thi hin ding xe khac.”



“Han khong c6 xe nao khac.”
“Thi han miron xe.”

Reacher n6i, “Muon ctia mdt ngudi ban? C6 thé. Hay c6 thé i ngudi ban dat céi tru cho hén. Dit thé nay hay thé khac, ong tim ra ngurdi ban d6 thi toi
s€ nghi dén vi€e 61 n6i chuyén véi 6ng.”

“Cé hang trim chiéc xe trong nhitng cubn bang do.”

Reacher ndi, “Ong duroc hd tro ma.”

Emerson n6i, “Téi khong trao ddi gi ca.”

Reacher ndi, “Toi nghi tén hén i Charlie. Mot ga nhd con, toc den tho va xoan.”

Emerson lap lai, “T6i khong trao ddi gicd.”

Reacher n6i, “T6i khong giét ¢6 gai do.”

“Do la 6ng noi.”

“T6i mén ¢b dy.”

“Ong dang lam t6i dau long d4y.”

“Va 6ng biét I t61 khong ngi & khach san Metropole t6i qua.”

“D6 14 Iy do vi sao 6ng virt co Ay & d6.”

“Va t0i khong thuan tay trai.”

“Toi khong hiéu y ong.”

“Hay bao Bellantonio néi chuyén véi nhan vién phap y ctia 6ng.”

Emerson néi, “Chiing t6i s&€ timra 6ng.”

Reacher ndi, “Céc 6ng khong tim ra dau. Trude day chua ting c6 ai lam duoc.”

R&i 6ng cup méy va di tro ra ’duc‘nlg. Bing qua dudng va cude bo lén nira khdi phd vé hudng Bic rdi nip sau mot chong coc chia lan bang bé tong chira
str dung trong mdt khu dat trong. Ong chd. Sau phiit sau hai xe tuan tra diung lai trude tiém tap hoa. Bét dén, nhung khong hu coi. Bon tay canh sat nhay
ra. ’Hai ngudi vao tiém, hai ngudi kia di timtram dién thoai cong céng. Reapher quan sat h() gap lai nhau trén via he. Quan sat ho h_J.C’ soat con‘hémvél g6c
pho cia nd. Quan sat ho tr6 lai. Quan sat ho chap nhan thua cuge. Ong thay mot trong bon ngudi goi may bd damndi chuyén van tat gi do day nhirmg
ctr chi thanh minh. Gio tay Ién, nhin vai. R6i cude dam thoai cham dit va Reacher chudn di vé hudng Pong, nham hudng trd lai khach san Marriott.

* % %

The Zec chi ¢6 mjt ngon cai va mot ngon duy nhét nita con lai trén mdi ban tay. Trén ban  tay phai la phén con lai ctia ngon trd, den lai va teo quét vi gid
lanh. C6 Jan 3o da sdng mot tuan ngoai troi trong mia dong, méc mot chiéc 4o choang Hong quén cii, va do ngudi chii ¢ii cia n6 deo binh toong nue
trén day that lung nén da im mon phan vai tii bén phéi nhiéu hon I i bén trai. Sy séng con da treo trén nhitng khéc biét nhd mon dy. Ban tay trai clia
ldo da thodt, va ban tay phai mat di. Lio da cam thiy tirg ngdn tay chét di tir ngén Uit trd vio. Lio da it ban tay ra khoi tii 4o va dé cho né dong cimg
lai i @& khong con cam thdy gi nita. Rdi 1o cén dirt nhitng ngon tay da chét trudc khi chimg hoai thur kip lan ra. Lo van nhé da nha ching xudng dét,
tirng ngén mot, nhu nhifng nhanh cay con mau nau.

Ban tay tréi ciia o con ngon tt. Ba ngon giita da mat. Hai ngn bj mot tén bao dam cit drt bing kéo imvuron. Chinh tay The Zec cét di ngon con lai,
voi mot chiée thia duge mai sac, dé duoc tinh Ia thicu kha nang lao dong trong mit xudng may nao do.

Lo khong thé nhé lai céc chi tiét, nhung vén nhé mdt 10 don rét thuyét phyc réng thi mit thém mdt ngdn tay con hon B Eim thir cong viée d6. C6 vén
deé gi d6 voi tay doc cong.

Hai ban tay hur hoai. Chi 13 hai trong nhiéu ky vat vé mot thoi diém khac, mot noi chdn khéc. Lio khong con dé tim nhiéu dén ching, nhung ching am

cho doi song thoi hién dai tr nén khé khan. Dién thoai di dong tré' nén qué bé. SO ctia Linsky dai dén mudi con s6, bam duge no thit 1 khén nan. The
Zec chang bao gio gitt lai mdt chi€e dién thoai du lau d€ dang hru lai mdt con s6. Giil lai 1a mdt chuyén dién 16.

Rét cude o ciing bdm duoc s0 va cd tap trung, va baimnit goi bang ngon Ut cia ban tay trai. Réi o chuyén chiéc dién thoai vao 1ong ban tay kia va tp
16 vao tai. Lo khong can giit sat nd vao tai. Thinh gidc ctia o van con rat tuyét, diéu nay qua | mot phép la.

Linsky ndi, “Vang?”



The Zec n6i, “Chiing khong thé tim ra hin. L& ra ta khong nén bao may chdm dirt viée tur theo ddi di. Ldi cia ta.”
“Ching da tim & dau?”

“Day d6. Tdi qua hin ngi & nha tro. Ching da cho ngudi giam sat khu d6, nhung ta tin chic 13 hén s& khong quay lai 6. Ching cit mot ngurdi & phong
luat swr. Nigoai chuyén dé ra, ching dang va vip mo mam trong béng t6i.”

“Thay mudn em kim gi day?”
“Ta mudn may tim hin. Ding Chenko va Viadimir. Va ta s& phai Raskin t6i may. Hop tac v6i nhau. Hay tim ra hén trong ti nay va goi cho ta.”

Reacher dimg chan cach khach san Marriott hai khdi phd. Ong biét Emerson s& lim nhitng gi. Ong da timg 1 Emerson trong mudi ba ndm Emerson s&
duyét lai mot danh sach trong ddu minh. Nhitng noi c6 khé ning thudng lui t6i, nhitng mdi quan hé da duoc biét. Nhitng noi c6 kha ning thudng lui t6i
VA0 gid ndy s& bao gdm nhimg quan n. Thé nén Emerson s& diéu xe dén cic quan in, nha hing, quan ca phé, gdm ludn quan in nhe i Helen Rodin
thich va quén bar thé thao. ROi ong ta s& tinh dén nhitng mdi quan hé dugc biét, nhur thé 1 han ché lai chi con ban than Helen Rodin. Ong ta s& phéi tay
c6m & khach sanh Ién tang bon va gd cira vin phong.

RAi Ong s& thir thoi van véi Eileen Hutton.

Vi thé Reacher dimg chan cach khéch san Marriott hai khdi phd va nhin quanh tim noi dé chd. Ong tim thay mot chd phia sau mot tiém giay. C6 mot
tirong quiy cao ba mit bang gach, chin mot hoc chira rac bang nhua cao ngang vai khoi it thién ha. Reacher budc vao va phét hién ra ring néu 6ng
dua vai vao thing réc thi ng c6 thé thdy mot khoanh cira chinh ctia Marriott rong chimg mot thude. Tur thé d6 khong phai 1 khong thoai méi. Va né 1
déng rac ¢ mii d& chiu nhét i ong timg gip. Cai thing toa mii gidy bia va gidy moi. Kha hon nhimg noi c6 thé gip & phia sau mdt tiém ban ca.

OngnglnrangneuEmerson]a ngumnangno thi 6ng s& phai cho it hon ba muoi phut. Ratnangno thi it hon hai muroi phit. Trung binh, thi chimng gin
mot gid. Ong dura vao thing rac giét thi gio. Chua mudn ]amnhung duong pho da vang ngit. Rt it nguoi ra ngoai lang thang, Ong quan sét, va cho. Roi
mi da moi tr nhing hop gidy virt di lam Ong phén tim N6 khién 6ng nghi dén giay dép. C6 Ie mit lic ndo d6 6ng nén ghe lai tiém mua mot doi gidy
m6i. Ong dudi chan ra va nhin xubng, Doi gidy thuyen ong dang mang mém, nhe va dé mong. N6 hop voi Miami. Nhung khong t6t cho tinh canh hién tai
chiit ndo. Ong c6 thé hinh dung dugc minh s& can dén mot d6i khéc ning hon.

R 6ng lai nhin xudng. u ngudi vé phia sau, khép hai ban chén lai véi nhau va budc t6i trude cing mot nhip. Rdi dimg lai. Ong im lai voi chén kia, roi
dung lai, nhu khuon hinh bat dong mot nguoi dang bude di. Ong nhin cham chim xudng, 1o mo nghf mot dieu gi d6 trong dau. Mot dicu gi 6 tir mé
chimg ctr ctia Bellantonio. Mot di€u gi giita hang tram to gidy duoc inra do.

R01 ong lai ngéng Ién, vi ong cam thiy c6 su chuyén dong trong khoe miét canh canh ctra ctia khach san Marriott cach hai khdi pho Ong thiy mot mui xe
tuan canh. N6 chay vao tAm nhin ctia 6ng va chii xuéng mot thoang khi phanh va dimg lai. R01 hai tay canh sat mac ddng phuc xut hién, budc t6i trude.
Ong liéc nhin dong hd. Hai muroi ba phit. Ong mim cudi. Emerson gioi, nhung khong dén ndi xuét sic. Cac vién canh sat budc vao ctra. Ho s& mit nim
phitt vi tay nhan vién dimg quiy tiép tan. Tay I8 tin s& cho ho s phong ciia Hutton m khong tranh ci gi. Néi chung, nhitng tay 1€ tin khach san &
nhirng thanh phé nhd miét trong khong phéi 1 nhitng nha hoat dong trong Lién hiép tw do dan sy Hoa Ky. Va ngiy mai thi khach s& di, nhung so canh
sat dia phuong thi uén uén con do.

Viy a céc tay canh sat s€ Ién phong cia Hutton. Ho s& g0 ctra. Hutton s& dé cho ho vao. Ba khong ¢6 gi gidu giém. Céc tay cm s& nhin ng6 quanh
phong rdi trd xudng. Murdi phit 1 cao nhét, tir du cho dén cudi.

Reacher lai ngo dong hd 1an nita, va cho.

Cac vién canh sat tr ra sau tam phit. Ho dimg lai bén ngoai cira, nhitng dang ngudi nho ti xa xa. Mot ngudi trong bon chii dau xudng ¢b 4o va ding
méy truyén tin, goi bio céo tién trinh thit bai, ling nghe dia chi ké dén 1a & dau. Noi co kha ning thurdng Iui t6i ké tiép. Mdi quan hé duroc biét dén ké
tiép. Hoan toan thi tuc. Reacher nghi, Chiic miy em trai mdt budi ti vui. Vi t6i s& vui. Diéu d6 1a chéc chan. Ong nhin ho I xe di va chd thém mot phit
phong ho ho chay vé phia minh. Rdi ong bude ra khoi birc tudng quy bang gach va di thing dén chd Eileen Hutton.

Grigor Linsky ngdi cho trong xe tai mdt 161 thoat hiém & mdt bi dau xe ciia siéu thi, d6i dién voi mdt cira s6 dan nguyén mot tim quang céo thit bo xay
ha gid khdng 16 mau cam. Linsky nghii, Ciii va hong rdi. Hay ddy nhoc vi khudn. Loai thit ma ¢6 thoi minh va The Zec s& giét ngudi dé c6 mi an. Va giét
ngudi 14 syr thét. Linsky khong c6 chiit 4o twéng ndo ca. Khong mdt chit ndo. The Zec va hin 1 nhitng ké xdu bi cude song am cho tdi t& hon. Nhing
16i khd nhyc chung ctia ching khong sinh ra tinh cam khoan dung hay cao thirong ndo ca. Ma hoan toan nguwoc lai. Nhitng ké trong hoan canh cta ching
ma xem trong sur khoan dung va cao thurong da chét ngay trong vai gi. Nhung The Zec va hin da séng sot, nhur nhing con chudt cdng, bang cach virt
bd moi tre ché, bang cach chién ddu va ciin xé, bang cch phan boi nhitng ké manh hon minh, bang céch khdng ché nhing ké yéu hon minh.

Va ching da hoc nim long. Piéu gi thanh cong mot in s& luén thanh cong trong nhitng 1an sau do.

Linsky nhin vao kinh chiéu hiu thiy xe ctia Raskin dang chay dén. D6 1 mot chiéc Lincoln Town Car kiéu cii dang vudng, miu den va bui bam, nghiéng
nga nhu mot tau chién bi thing 16. N6 dau ndi dudi xe héin va Raskin budc ra. Han gidng y nhu trude kia, mot thing leu manh hang hai ctia Moscow.
Pam nguoi, niit det, 4o khoac da ré tién, mit 1o do. Trén bdn muroi. Theo quan niém cua Linsky thi hén B mot thz"mg dn don, nhung hinda séng sot
qua chién thiing cudi cling ctia Hong Quén & Afghanistan, viée ny ciiing ¢6 y nghia chut dinh. Khéi ké khon ngoan hon Raskin khéng tr vé& duoc nguyén
ven, hay ching trd vé 1 déng khac. Piéu im cho Raskin thanh mot ké song sot 13 phdm chét c6 y nghia hon bat cir pham chit nio khac, d6i véi The
Zec.



Raskin mo cira sau va chui vao bang ghé ngay sau lung Linsky. Hén khong néi 1i nio. Chi chia ra bén ban sao t ap phich lénh truy nd cia Emerson.
Do The Zec giri. Lam thé nao ma The Zec ¢6 dugc miy o dp phich thi Linsky khong bict chdc. Nhung hin c6 thé doan. Nhitng t& ap phich trong kha
duoc. Nhin rat giong, N6 s& thue hién dugc muyc dich cia minh.,

Linsky lich sy ndi, “Camon.”

Raskin khong dap.

Hai philt sau, Chenko va Viadimir dén trong chiéc Cadillac ctia Chenko. Chenko cam Hi. Chenko luon luon cam i, Han du xe sau chiéc Lincoln ctia
Raskin. Ba chiéc xe 1on mau den dau thang hang, Poan xe tang danh cho Reacher. Linsky cudi tham. Chenko va Viadimir ra khoi xe va budc t6i, mot
A nho con da sim, g kia to con da sang. Ching Ién chiéc Calillac cia Linsky, Chenko ngoi ghe trude, Viadimir Ién ghe sau ke bén Raskin, dém theo
chiéu kim dong ho thi Linsky trén ghé ta1 x€, 101 Chenko, roi Viadimir, va Raskln buing ‘tén ti trét tu, duqc tuan thu mot cach béin‘né(lg. Lmsky Jai mim
cuoi va dua ra ba ban sao ap phich. Han giit lai cho minh mdt ban, cho du hin khong can nd. Han da thay Jack Reacher qua nhi€u Ian roi.

Hin n6i, “Chiing ta s& bat dau lai tir dau. Ngay tir khoi diém. Ching ta c6 thé tin ring canh sat s& bo sot mot diéu gi do.”

* % %
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Chuong 21

Reacher m6 canh cira thoat hiémvél’]éy miéng chém b%lng gidy bia ra khoi hic khoa rdi ct nd VA0 tli. Ong bude vao va dé canh cira tir khoa lai sau
lung. Ong theo hanh lang phia sau dén thang miy va Ién tang ba. G6 cira phong Hutton. Trong dau vang vang mot cau thoai, do tai tir Jack Nicholson
dong vai mit tay dai ta thiy quan lyc chién Ko luyén trong mot bd phimnao d6 n6i vé nhiing tay luat su cta Hai quén: Khong ¢ dieu gi thang nbi nguoi
dan ba ma ban phai cui chao vao budi sang.

Hutton khong voi md cira. Ong doén ring ba da 6n dinh lai mdt noi ndo d6 sau khi thoat duoc dam canh sat. Ba khong mong minh lai bi quiy nhiu sém
nhu viy. Nhung sau cing thi cira cling m0 ra va ba dimg ngay d6. Ba mic 4o choang tAm, 15 rang vira moi tim xong. Anh sang phia sau im toc ba
séng lén. Hanh lang mo t6i va can phong trong 4m cling va moi moc.

Ba noi, “Anh da tr6 lai.”

“Em nghi ring anh s& khong trd lai a?”

Ong budc vao va ba dong cira lai.

Ba noi, “Canh sat méi ¢ day.”

Ong n6i, “Anh biét. Anh quan st ho ca budi.”

“Anh ¢ dau?”

“Trong mot bon réc cach day hai khdi phd.”

“Anh mudn tim rira chit khong?”

“Bon rc ndy rat sach. Sau hrng mdt tiém giay.”

“Anh mudn di an t6i khong?”

Ong dap, “Anh khodi dugc phuc vy tai phong hon. Anh khéng muén di Iong vong nhiéu hon can thiét.”

Ba n6i, “Puoc thoi. C6 Iy ddy. Phuc vu tai phong vay.”

“Nhung chura phai bay gio.”

“Em c6 nén thay do khong?”

“Chua dan.”

Ba ngung mot thoang,
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Ba hoi, “Tai sao khong?”

Ong d4p, “Con viée chura hoan tit.”

Ba khong ndi gi.

Ong n6i, “Anh rét vui dugc gip lai em”

Ba n6i, “Chi mdi chira day ba gior thoi ma.”

Ong n6i, “°Y anh mubn n6i i hom nay. Ca ngay hom nay. Sau ngan dy thoi gian.”

R&i 6ng bude dén 6m Ky gwong mit ba trong 1ong ban tay. Chudi nhitng ngon tay vao toc nhur ong timg am trude kia va ding ngon céi lan theo duong
vién xuong ma ba.

Ba hoi, “Chiing ta c6 nén lam chuyén nay khong?”

“Em khong mudn sa0?”

Ba ndi, “Da mudi bdn naim rdi.”

Ong néi, “C6 nhay kén xe dap van s& bon nhur trudc.”

“Anh ngtii 1 van nhur cfi a?”

“N6 s€ hay hon.”

Ba hoi, “Hay hon thé nao?”

Ong n6i, “Minh luén udn hay. Khong phéi sao? N6 con ¢6 thé hay dén mirc ndo day?”

Ba gitr yén mot lic lau. R&i ba vong tay ra sau dau ong. Ba kéo, ong ctii xudng va ho hon nhau. R lan nita, say dm hon. Rdi lan nita, 1u hon. Mudi
bén ndm tan bién mat. Cling mii vi ¢fl, ctng cam nhén ctl. Cung héo hire cti. Ba kéo ao ong ra khoi quan va coi it n6 tir dudi lén, non na. Khi chiéc
khuy sau cting mo xong, ba Vuot Jong ban tay 1én khip nguc ong, vai ong, lung 6ng, xubng thit kg, vong ra trude. Doi gidy 6ng truot ra dé dang. Va
d6i tat. Ong d4 hat chiéc quan ngang qua phong va coi ddy lung ciia ba. Chiéc 4o mo toang ra.

Ong n6i, “Trdi a, Hutton. Em khong thay d6i chit nao ca.”

Ba noi, “Anh ciing vay.”

R&i ho di t6i girong, ngii nhao xudng, nhanh voi, khéa ctmg lAy nhau nhur mot con thi bon chan ky di.

Grigor Linsky theo huréng suron Nam ctia thi trén. Han kiém tra quan &n nhanh 10i xudi xubng bén tau. R& quanh va chay cit ngang doc nhitng con
duong hep, bao hét ba mit ctia timg khbi phd, ngimg lai & mbi ng 18 dé quan sat céc via hé trén mit thr tur. Chiée Cadillac bo chdm cham. B6 tiép hwe
it 1én & mbi goe phd. Mot cong viéc cham chap va kién nhan. Nhung day khong phai 1 mot thanh phd Ion. Khéng huyén no ron rang. Khong dam
dong. Va khong mot ai ¢6 thé trdn tranh duge méi mii. Diéu do 1 kinh nghiém ctia Grigor Linsky.

Sau d6 Hutton nim trong vong tay clia Reacher va do nhirg ngon tay kimmot cudc kiémké dai va cham than thé ma ba da qua than thude. N6 da thay
d6i trong murdi bon nam. Ong da ndi Em khong thay d6i chit nao ca va ba noi Anh ciing vay, nhung ba bit ca hai da rong lugng véi nhau. Khong mot ai
gitt nguyén nh cil. G& Reacher mi ba da bict trong sa mac tre hon va dugc cdi nong nung cho san chiac 1én, uyén chuyén duyén dang nhu mot con chd
noi. Gidr ddy 6ng néing né, voi nhing bap thit rén nhur gb gu. Nhitng vét seo ma ba nh¢ da phang lai va phai mét di, va duoc thay thé bang nhing vét moi.
Trén trdn 6ng c6 nhitng duong nhan. Chan chim trén khoe mét. Nhung miii ctia ong van thing va khong bi gdy. Réng trude cua 6ng con nguyén ven, nhu
nhimg huy chuong Ba vudt xudi xudng tay dng va nin mé nhirg khép ngon tay. Ching to va ran, nh vo qua 6c¢ cho phi day thé seo. Ba nghi; Van con
1a mdt tay vo si. Van hy sinh d6i ban tay cho mili va rang nguyén ven. Ba Jan én nguc ong. Ong c6 mdt c4i 16 thimg & do, vé bén trai. Bép thit bi rach,
miéng di rong dé bo dau ngon tay clia ba vao. Mot vét dan. Cii rdi, nhung 1a mdi d6i v6i ba. Chc 1 mdt vien o 38 L

Reacher n6i, “O New York. Nhiéu ndm trude. Ai ciing hoi.”

“Aila ai?”

“Nhitng ai thiy no.”

Hutton réic vao sat hon. “Cé bao nhiéu nguoi thiy n6?”

Ong mim cudi, “Em biét ma, trén cac bai bién, dai loai nhur thé.”

“Va trén girong?”



Ong n6i, “Phong thay do.”

Ba lap lai. “Va trén givong.”

Ong n6i, “Anh du phai | nha tw.”

“N6 dau khong?”

“Anh khong nh6. Anh mé man trong ba tuin.”

“N6 ngay trén tim ctia anh.”

“N6 B mot khdu stng ngfn Chic 1 loai dan khong manh. L& ra hin nén nd vao dau. Bin vay thi t6t hon.”
“Tét cho hin. Khong phai cho anh.”

“Anh I ké may niin. Trudc da vdy, sau ndy van vdy.”
“C6 thé. Nhung anh nén than trong hon.”

“Anh van c¢b hét strc.”

k ok sk

Chenko va Vladimir di v6i nhau én huéng swon Béc cua thi trdn. Ching trénh cai nha tro. C6 thé doan  canh sét da bo trf noi y dau vao d6 roi. Do do
diém dl‘;ng dau tién ctia ching 3 quan bar thé thao. Ching vao va di vong quanh. Bép trong t6i va khong dong lim C6 & chimng ba muroi khach. Khong
¢6 ai giong voi bire chn dung phéc hoa. Khong c6 ai la Reacher. Viadimir dimg ¢ gan ctra con Chenko vao xemnha vé sinh. Mt bubng vé sinh dong
cua. Chenko cho cho t6i khi c6 tiéng gidt nurdc va mdt ngudi bude ra. Khong phai Reacher. Chi la mdt ngudi binh thuong. Chenko dira v6i Viadimir va
ca hai trd lai xe. Lai chay cét ngang doc nhing con duong hep, bao hét ba mit ctia timg day phd, ngimg lai & mdi ng 1& dé quan sat céc via hé trén mit
thir tur.

Hutton chéng cti cho nhom nguoi Ién va nhin xubng gwrong mit ctia Reacher. D61 mét dng van nhu trude. Co hén sau hon mot chit, va hoi sup hon.
Nhung ching van sang xanh nhu nhiing manh nurée da dudi mit troi mién Bac cure. Nhu mot tim ban d6 mau cua hai cai h tuyét tan giong y nhau trong
phong canh & vimg niti cao. Nhung biéu cam cuia ching da thay doi. Muoi bon ndm trude ching vién do vi nhitng con bao cat sa mac va mo di do mot
cam giac khinh bac cay dang nao do. Ching Ia doi mit linh. Mt canh sét. Ba nhd cai kiéu ching quet luoi biéng va cham réi ngang can phong nhur mot
vién dan khoi chét choc cudn vé phia muyc tiéu. Gior ddy ching trong hon. Tré trung hon. Hon nhién hon. Ong gia di mudi bbn tudi, nhung anh mit lai tros
lai tré tho.

Ba ndi, “Anh méi cét toc.”

Ong dap, “M6i sang nay. Cit viem”

“Viem?”

“Hom qua anh gidng mdt gi nguoi rimg, Ho ndi 1d em sdp dén. Anh khong mubn em nghii anh 1 mdt kiéu ma ca bong ndo d6.”

“Anh khong phai nhur thé sao?”

“Mot kiéu ndo do, anh doan vay.”

“Kiéu gi ndo?”

“Kitu tw nguyén.”

Ba néi, “Minh an thoi.”

Ong n6i, “Nghe ciing hay diy.”

“Anh mudn an gi day?”

“Bét cir gi em goi. Minh an chung. Hay kéu mdt phan in lon.”

“Anh c6 thé chon mon cho minh néu anh muén.”

Ong lic d4u. “Mot thang nita thi mt tay thu ky nio d6 ctia B6 Qubc phong s& xem qua nhitng chi tiéu ctia em. Tot hon B hin chi thiy c6 mbi mot phan
an thay vi hai.”



“Anh lo cho tiéng tim ctia em sa0?”

“Anh lo v& Ian thing chirc sip i clia em.”

“Em s& khong thing chirc dau. Em lén dén chudn tudng 1 hét mirc thoi.”
“Gio s khac vi g Petersen ndy ng em mot ctii kha 16n.”

“Khong thé chdi ci 1 hai sao & rt oach.”

Reacher ndi, “Oach cho anh nira. Anh bj cAc tay hai sao phang cho nhiéu trén roi. Ctr nghi chinh minh phang lai mbt tay thi ciing khoai Eim.”
Ba nhan niit.

Reacher n6i, “Goi thirc dn di.”’

Ba noi, “Em thich sa 1at.”

“Ai d6 phai nhurong thoi, anh nghi thé.”

“Anh khong thich 47

“Hay bat dAu voi mdt sa lit gi Caesar va theo sau i bit-tét. Em an mG rau ¢6, anh s& an bit-tét. Roi iy mot sut tring migng that nhiéu. Va mdt binh ca
phé lon.”

“Em thich tra.”

Reacher n6i, “Khong thé laim vay. C6 mdt s6 thoa hiép ma anh khong thé dong y. Tham chi ¢6 1 cho Bd Qudc phong ciing méic ké.”
“Nhung em khat.”

“Ho s& mang nurde tra d4. Lic ndo ching ¢6.”

“Em c4p cao hon anh.”

“Em Iu6n ludn & cip cao hon anh. C6 bao gior em thiy anh ubng tra vi diéu d6 khong?”

Ba [ic du va xudng girong, Khoa thin bude ngang qua can phong. Xem thire don va quay dién thoai. Goi sa lat g Caesar, bon trim rudi gam thit thin
bo, va mit céi banh to phu kem. Va mot binh ca phé sau tdch. Reacher mim cudi voi ba.

Ba noi, “Hai muoi phit. Minh di tim thoi.”

Raskin nhan khu tlmogg mgli Hfin dibg, tay cAmto chan dung phac thao va trong dAucod mdt danh muyc: nha hang, bar ruou, quan an, tiém banh mi, tiém
tap hoa, khach san. Han bét dau ¢ khach san Metropole Palace. Khach sanh, quay ruou. Khong gip may. Han tiép tuc dén mdt nha hang Tau cach hai
khdi phd. Vao rdi tré ra, nhanh chdng va kin d4o. Han cho ring minh rt gioi trong loai viéc nay. Hén khong phai la mit nguoi dé gay chi y. Loai nguoi
khong dang nhd. Cao trung binh, néng trung binh, grrong m¥it khong dac diém. Chi 1 con s khong trén doi, diéu ma xét vé mét nay i sur tht bai, nhung
mit khéc lai |a mot loi thé rat Ion. Ngudi ta nhin héin, nhung that su ho khong thiy hin. Mt ho truot ngay qua.

Reacher khong ¢6 mat trong nha hang Tau. Ciing khong c6 mit trong tiém banh mi, hay quén ruou ctia nguoi Ai Nhi Lan. Nén Raskin dimg chan trén
via hé va quyét dinh di v& huéng Béc. Hin co thé kiém tra van phong cua & Judt su va dén khach san Marriott. Vi theo Linsky thi céc ba céc ¢ ¢ nhiing
noi d6. Va theo kinh nghiém ctia Raskin thi nhitng ké khong phai 1 con s6 khong trén doi wa la ca v6i dan ba nhidu hon mirc trung binh.

Reacher bude khoi phong tim va muon ban chai, kem dénh réing, va e clia Hutton. Roi ong lau kho va di quanh nhit lai 4o quin. Méc ching vao,
nhét 4o vao trong quan. Ong da méic do xong va ngoi trén giurong khi nghe tiéng g0 cira phong.

Mot giong ngoai quc vang kén, “Phyc vy phong”

Hutton thd du ra khoi cira phong vé sinh. Ba d nmiic do rdi nhung dang sy toc giita chimg,
Reacher ndi, “Emra di.”

“Bm?”

“Em phai ky nhan ma.”

“Anh c6 thé ghi tén em.”

“Trong hai gio» nita bon cém ciing s& chura timra anh va chiing s& quay lai dy. Tot hon I ching ta khong dé cho ké ndo bén dudi kia biét d em khong &



mot minh.”

“Anh ching bao gios thur tha ca sa0?”

“Anh cang it thu tha thi cang duoc may min.”

Hutton Vuét toc cho gon lai rdi di ra cira. Reacher nghe tiéng leng keng cta (,:hiéC xe ddy va chén dia va nhau va tiéng sot soat ctia ngdi but trén giy. Roi
ong nghe tieng ctra dong lai va ong bude qua phong khach, bat gap mot chiéc ban c6 banh xe day duoc donra ¢ giita phong. Newdi boi da dat mot
chiéc ghe bén nd.

Hutton ndi, “Mot dao, mdt nia, mdt thia. Minh khong nghi dén chuyén d6.”

Reacher ndi, “Minh s€ thay phién nhau. Cang lang man.”

“Em s& cit thit ctia anh ra va anh ding tay bdc nhé.”

“Em c6 thé dit cho anh. L& ra ching ta nén goi nho.”

Ba mim cuoi.

Ong hoi, “Em c6 nhé James Barr khong?”

Ba dap, “Qué 1au rdi. Nhung em wira doc lai hd so ctia héin hom qua.”

“Hén ban gioi dén dau?”

“Khong phai i nguoi gioi nhit ma ching ta timg 6, ciing khong phai 1 nguoi t& nhat.”

“Anh ciing nhé vay. Anh wira vao béi d4u xe xem lai. That 13 bin qua tuyét. Rat 4n twong, Anh khong nhé ring héin bin gioi dén vay.”

“C6 rét nhidu chimg ctr & d6.”

Ong git dau, khong ndi gl

Ba ndi, “C6 thé hén tap ghé im. Hén trong quan ngii sau ndm nhung d3 xuit ngii gin gip ba 1an thoi gian. C6 thé sau nay hin mGi phét trién tai néing.”
Ong dap, “C6 thé.”

Ba nhin 6ng. “Anh khong & lai phai khong? Anh dinh di ngay sau khi an. Vi c6 chuyén nay v6i dam canh sat. Anh nghi ring ho s& quay lai phong.”
Reacher n6i, “Ho s€ quay lai. Tin thé di.”

“Em khong bét budc phéi dé cho ho vao.”

“Mot noi nfur thé ndy thi bon cém mudn m gi ching duge. Va néu ching tim thiy anh & day thi em réc rdi to.”

“Khong réc rdi gi ca néu anh vo 1.

“Emkhong c6 cach gi chinh dang dé bao chita cho anh. D6 1 diéu ho s& néi.”

Hutton ndi, “Em 1a luat sw ma.”

Reacher ndi, “Va anh da timg 1 mdt tay cém. Anh hiéu ho nhur thé nao. Ho ghét nhing ké do thoat. Nhimg ké dao thoét imho dién dau. Ho s& bét
nhot em cung lic véi anh va thang sau mdi phan gidi xong moi viéc. Bang vao lic d6 thi chiéc sao thir hai ctia em s¢€ tiéu ting,”

“Vay anh di dau day?”
“Chura biét. Nhung anh s& nghi ra.”

Cénh cira m6 ra duong ¢ tang dudi clng clia tda cao oc¢ kinh den khoa lai vao ban dém. Raskin g 1én né hai an. Tay nhén vién béo vé ngdi & ban dat
trong khach sanh ngudc In. Raskin ding to phac hoa vay anh ta.

Hin la Ién, “Giao hang.”
Tay béo vé dimg ddy budc lai va dimg mot chiéc trong xau chia khoa dé md khéa cira. Raskin bude vao trong

Hin n6i, “Rodin. Tang bn.”



Tay bao vé gat dau. Van phong lut ctia Helen Rodin nhén rét nhiu £6i hang trong hom do. Hop, thing glay, xe day. Thémmdt mon nira ciing 1 binh
thurong, Ching c6 gi ngac nhién. Anh ta trd vé ban ma khong 6 v kién gi. Raskin bude vao thang may, bim sb 4.

Diéu dAu tién hén thiy trén ting bon tay comcua thanh pho dang dmg bén ngodi cira phong 4 ludt swr. Raskin hiéu ngay lap tirc didu d6 ¢6 y nghiia gl
N6 c6 nghiia i van phong ctia luat sur van 1 mot kha nangde ngo. C6 nghia la Reacher khong c6 mat trong d6 vao lic nay va trongtlmglanganday
chura ltic nao vao d6. Do d6 Raskin di loanh quanh nhur thé hdn bbi r01 Vi céch bb tri ctia hanh lang va di vao mdt goc. Chd mot lat rdi di trd lai thang
méy. Han gip t& phac théo lai, cho vao tiii. Trong khach sanh héin vAy tay chio tay bao vé ra hiéu da xong viéc va di ra ngodi bong dém. R trai, di vé
huréng Bic va Pong phia khéch san Marriott.

Binh ca phé ¢6 dung tich sau tach vurot qua kha néng cua Reacher. Ong bo cude sau ndm tach. Hutton c6 vé khong quan tim. Ong doén ba nghi ring
uong hét nam trong sau tach 1a da giai thich dugc doi hoi ning nic clia 6ng.

Ba ndi, “Dén thim em & Washington nhé.”

Ong dap, “Anh s& dén. Chic chdn vay. Lan t6i anh dén do.”

“Dimg dé ching bat.”

Ong d4p, “Khong dau. Anh khong dé cho méy thing nay bat dau.”

RGi Ong chi nhin b thém mot pht. Luru g ky trc. Dinh thém mdt ménh nita vao birc khém cta minh. Ong hon mdt lan lén mbi ba va budc ra cura. Dira
hanh lang va thing dén cau thang. O tang trét 6ng di tranh khéch sanh va lai ding 16i ctra thoat hiem N6 dong sap va khoa lai sau lung 6ng, va Ong hit
mot hoi sau va budce ra khéi nhitng bong t6i vé phia he pho.

Raskin thiy 6ng ngay lip tirc. Ong cach hin t?a m’roi bd, rdo budc nhanh, ra khdi Marriott tir phia hau. Hén théy mot anh 16e lél} ctia cira kinh trong anh
dén dudng. Mot ctra thodt hiém, dang mo. Han thay mot nguoi dan ng déng cao budc ra. Dimg yén. Roi canh cira dong sap bang b phén thy luc,
nguoi dan 6ng déng cao quay nhin n6 khoa lai sau lung va mdt luong dnh sang phan chicu trén tam kinh dang di dong roi nhanh ngang mat 6ng. Chi trong
mot thoang gidy, nhu mot anh dén pin quét nhanh. Nhu [a lia qua khung hinh. Khong nhiu. Nhung du cho Raskin tin chic. K¢ vira di qua canh cira
thoat him Ia nguoi trong birc phéc thao. Jack Reacher, chac chin, khong nghi ngd gi nira. Bing chicu cao, ding can ning, ding nét mit. Raskin da
nghién ctru nhitng chi tiét rat lau va rat k¥.

Nén héin dtmg im, bude Iui vio bong dém Quan sat, va cho. Thiy Reacher liéc nhin bén phai, bén tréi, 1di di thing vé phia trurde, vé huéng Tay, nhanh
va thu thai. Raskin dimg yén tai chd va dém thAm mot, hai, ba trong dAu. RAi hén bude ra khoi bongt 81 bang ngang bai ddu xe, va lai dung rdi nhin
quanh goc phd vé huréng Tay. Reacher cach hai muroi thuoe 6 dgng trude. Yan bude di thoai mai Van khong canh gidc. Di giita hé phd, bude sai dai,
hai cénh tay danh vung 6 bén suon. Ong 1a mt ngudi to con. Digu d6 1a chic chan. DE phai to ngang Viadimir.

Raskin lai dém dén ba va dé cho Reacher di true bdn muoi thude. ROi hén bét dau di theo. Han nhin dinh vao muc tiéu va luc i Ry dién thoai di dong
ra. Bamso ctia Grigor Linsky. Reacher van budc cach bon muroi thude dang trude. Raskin ap chiec dién thoai vao tai.

Linsky n6i, “Gi viy?”
Raskin thi thAm, “Toi tim thiy roi.”

“O dau?”

“Hén dang di. Tir Marriott vé huéng Tay. Gio thi hin sip ngang voi tda an, hai khdi phd vé huéng Bic.”
“Han di dau?”

Raskin thi thim, “Guom, cho ti.”

Reacher dimg lai & goc pho. Liéc; nhin bén tréi va r& phai, vé phia khoang t5i dui xa 16 treo. Van thoai méi. Raskin quan st ong bang ngang cai bon rac
cao ngang hong trong mot khu dat trong,

Hién thi thdm, “Hén r& vé huéng Bac.”
“Vé dau?”
“Toi khong biét. C6 thé 1 cai quan bar thé thao.”

Linsky ni, “OK. Tui tao s& dén huéng Bac. Tui tao s& chd ¢ céch néim muroi thurde dau con dudng tir cai quén thé thao. Pung ba phit nita goi lai cho
tao. Liic ndy thi dirng roi mit khoi hén nhé.”

Raskin dap, “OK.” Hén tit dién thoai di dong nhung van giit nd ap vao tai va di tit bang ngang qua khu dét trong Dlmg lai dga vao birc twong gach
trong va ngo ra quanh goc phd. Reacher van dang phia trude, cach bon muroi thirde, van di gitta hé phd, tay vung, vin bude nhanh. Raskin nghi, mit
ngudi ty tin. C6 &, qua tur tin i ding khac.

Linsky ngung cudc n6i chuyén véi Raskin va lap tirc bam méy cho Chenko va Viadimir. Hin bao ching dén giip tai chd cich quan bar thé thao nam



muroi thude vé huréng Bic, cang som cang tot. Roi hin bam cho The Zec.
Hén néi, “Bon em da timthéy hin.”

“O daw?”

“Phia Bic khu throng mai.”

“Ai dang theo hén?”

“Raskin. Ca hai dang di bd trén duong,”

The Zec im ling gidy Iat.

“Chor cho t6i khi hin dén noi nao d6. Rdi bao Chenko goi cho bon cém. Hén c6 giong ndi chudn. Han co thé xung a mot thing bdi pha rrou hay  tan
hay 1a cai quai gi d6.”

Raskin giir khoang cach bdn muroi thude & dang sau. Han goi cho Linsky Jn nira va mo my dé gt lién lac. Reacher van budc di, giir nguyén nhip sai
chan. Ao quin 6ng sam nau, rat khé nhén ra trong bong t6i. C6 va tay 6ng ram ning, ‘nhung hién 16 hon mdt chit. Va éng c6 mot duong da hep nhot
nhat vong quanh mii toc vira cat, trong ma quéi trong 4nh sang mo md. Raskin dan mit vao d6. N6 13 mdt vét tring hinh chit U, cach it dét séu bo,

luéin phién nhap 1ho 1én xubng hai phan theo nhip Reacher budc. Raskin nghi Thang ngu. L& ra hin nén ding xi d4nh gidy. O Afghanistan minh s& im
nhur thé. RSi hén lai nghi: Ma ching bao gidr giay minh duoc danh bong, Hay dugc cit toc.

Hén dimg lai vi Reacher dimg lai & bén muroi thude dang trrde. Raskin bude ui vio bong tdi va Reacher liéc nhin bén phai va 1& tri vio mdt con
duong cat ngang, khuat tam nhin sau mdt toa nha.

Raskin thi thAm vao dién thoai di dong, “Hén lai di v& hudng Tay.”

Linsky hoi, “Hurdng d6 dén quéan bar thé thao van duogc chir?”

“Hay khu phong tro.”

“Chd ndo ciing tdt cho ching ta. Hay tién 1én gin hon. Gidr ding mét ddu hin nira.”

Raskin chay lén muoi bude va cham lai & ngfl r&. Tua sat nguoi vao goc cia toa nha va nhin quanh. Ric r(”:)i to 1oL Khong phai tai’tém'nhin Con duong
cat ngang dai va rong va thang va dugc thap sang ¢ dau xa xa boi nhirng ngon den sang trén con duodng bon lan chay vé hudng Bac dén xa 6. Do do
han c6 mdt tam nhin tuyét hdo. Ket cai la Reacher khong con nim trong tam nhin d6. Ong da hoan toan bién mat

Ban dang doc truyén Mot Phat Mot Mang dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 22

Chuong 11

C6 lan Reacher doc duoc ring giay thuyén do mot ngudi choi du thuyén sang ché, 6ng ta tim loai gidy 6 thé bam dugc trén san tau tron truot. Ong ta
da dimg giay thé thao loai dé tron théng thirdng va cat nhitng dudng vach nho ti 1én dé cao su bang mot dao hrdi lam thing, Ong ta da thir nghiém va két
thiic bang nhirg duong cit & sat bén nhau va don séng. Chiing cho két qua kha quan, nhu mdt ta-1ong Ip xe duoc thu nho lai. Ca mdt nganh cong nghé
phat trién tir d6. Mau hang da lan truyén tir du thuyén dén bén tau dén bai dau du thuyén dén 16i di 16t van, dén 16i di dao mia hé. Gid thi gidy thuyén co
it khép noi. Reacher khong thich ching im. Chiing mong nhe va mong manh.

Nhung chiing khong gay tiéng dong,

Ong da thdy gi mic 40 da ngay khi budc ra tir cira thoat hiém ctia khich san Marriott. Kho ni khong thiy hin. Khoéng cach ba muroi thude, goc hep,
anh sang kha tot tir nhitng ngon dén trén cac cdt khap noi. Ong licc nhanh vé bén trai va thay han rat r3. Thay han phan Gng, Thay han dirng chan. Thay
hén ty 16 minh la mot doi thi qua cac hanh vi d6. Reacher da budc thang vé phia trude va can nhac k¥ cai du danh ma thi luc ban dém cua 6ng con luu
giit lai. Tén nay thudc loai doi thi nhur the nao day? Reacher nham mat lai va tap trung, hai hay ba budc chan.

Kiéu ngurdi vimg Cép-ca-do, cao trung binh, ning trung binh, mit do, va toc sang nhudm niu cam va vang boi anh dén duong,

Phai cdm khong?

Khong Vi chiéc 40 khodc. N6 I chiéc 4o kiéu hop, vai vudng, hai hing khuy lim bang da miu hat dé. Ban ngiy n6 s& c6 miu do-nau. Va n6 én nude
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bong lodng. N6 sang bong lén. Khong phai hang cia M. Tham chi khong phai tir loai cira hang ban giam gia d6 da chi véi gia bén muroi chin d6 la cho
mdt mén. N6 I kiéu ngoai quic. Dong Au, giong nhur chiéc banh t6 ma gi 1on tudi tat nguyén da miic trong quang truong, Khong phéi do ré. Chi khac
biét. Nga, Bungari, Estonia, mdt noi nao ¢ ving do.

Do d6, khong phai Ia com.

Reacher bude tiép. Ong cb budc that & ém va tap trung ]ang nghe tiéng chén sau keng, cch bn muroi thude. Bude ngan hon, de gy day hon, tiéng da
sOt soat, tiéng da diam lao xao nho nho, tiéng doi cia dé giy cao su ba lop. Pay khong phai la Charlie. Khong ai co thé cho rang tén ndy 1 nho con.
Khong to, nhung dirt khoat la cting khong nho. Va toc hén khong den. Va day khong phai I tén da giét co gai. Khong to con dén thé. Vay thi thém modt
tén vao sb. Khong phai chi bon tén. Ma 1 ndm ft nhét. C6 thé nhiéu hon.

Nén lam gi?

Tén ndy c6 mang vii khi khong? Cé kha ning Eim, nhung chi mbt sing ngin. Han khong mang thir gi daihon. Va Reacher thay lac quan v& co hoi thoat
ctia minh, mdt muc tiéu di dong cach mot tram hai muroi bg trude mit mot gi co khiu stng ngan. Sing ngin 1 vii khi dung bin ngang qua phong, chir
khong phai tmg cir vién dé dimg dudi duong phd. Tamban trung binh hiéu qua ctia mdt sting ngan la chimg muroi hai b. Ong 6 xa han gap muroi lin. Va
6ng s& nghe duoc tiéng ctia bd phan trrot trong sur yén king, Ong s& ¢6 thoi gian dé phan tmg,

Vy thi nén lam gi ddy? Viée thinh inh quay ngwoc ki va ha han tht cam d biét bao. Chi cho vui. X tré diia. Reacher thich tré dia. Trude tién phai tré
dtia 1a chAm ngdn ctia 6ng, Cho ching bict ching dang doi dau voi ai.

Cole.
Hay co I¢ khong, Hay c6 E sau nay.

Ong bude tiép. Ong bude that ém. Ong giit budc chan that ngay ngin. Ong dé cho tén dang bam theo minh roi vao diéu ru nhip nhang. Nhur thoi mién.
Trai, phai, trai, phai Ong xua dudi moi thir khéc ra khoi tam tri minh, ngoai trir tiéng chin xa xa sau kng 6ng, Ong ngamchung that ky Tap trung vao
ching Ching c6 d6, yeu 6t nhung c6 thé cam nhan duoc. Loat soat, loat soat. Trai, phai, trdi, phai. Nhu thoi mién. Ong nghe tiéng bam méy di dong.
Chi murdi tiéng tich tich, rat khg, gan nhur khong thé nghe thiy, vong dén ong theo tiéng gi6 thoang theo mot chudi nhac ngiu nhién.

Ong 13 qua mot 161 ngAu nhién va di tiép. Trai, phai, trai, phai. Cac con duong vang ngit. Khu thurong mai ling chet sau khi nhimg gio lam viéc da hét.
Thanh phd van con Jiu m6i phat trién thanh mot cong ddng thanh thi sdng dong. Piéu d6 1 chéc chén. Ong di tiép. Nghe tleng thi thamyeu 6t cach bén
muroi thurde sau lung. Dién thoai di dong. May dang noi chuyén voi ai do, ban hién? Ong bude. Roi dimg lai & goc phd ké tiép. Liéc bén phai roi 1& trai
vao mdt con dudng cit ngang thing va rong, phia sau mdt toa nha bon tang,

R6i 6ng chay. Nam bude, mudi, mudi lam, hai muroi, nhanh va ém, bang ngang qua duong dén via hé bén phai, qua con hém thir nhit na ong thay, Vao
con hém thir hai Ong lai ntip vao bong tdi, trong mdt 6 cira d6i mau xam trong tron. Mot 16i thoat hiém, ¢6 1 ctia mdt nha hat hay mot rap chiéu phim
Ong namup sat xudng, Tén kia da quen véi muyc tiéu thing dimg, Mot cach ban ning, hin s& nhin cach mét dat sau bo. Mot hinh thi thip trén mit dt s&
it 1am cho hén chu .

Reacher doi. Ong nghe tiéng budc chan trén hé phd d(f)i dién. Tén kia da thdy con mdi ctia minh r& mot vong gt tir via hé bén tay trai ciia mot con
duong Ién via he bén tay tri cia mt con duodng ke tiép. Do d6 theo tiém thirc han s& tap trung vao bén trai, mi khong vao bén phai. Y nghi dau tién
cuia han s€ 1a tim nhitng hinh thé dtimg yén theo chicu thang dimg trong cac con hémva 6 clra bén tay trai.

Reacher chd. Tiéng chan van vong dén. Gior gin hon. Rdi Reacher thiy tén kia. Hén dang & hé phd bén tay trai. Han di chuyén chim. Hén trong ¢6 vé
do dy. Han dang nhin vé phia trude, nhin qua trai, nhin vé phia trude. Han gitr dién thoai di dong bén tai. Han dirng lai. Pimg yén. Ngo6 ra sau qua vai
phai, nhin vao nhitng 6 clra va cac con hém trén phia bén kia ctia con duong, Pang xem xét khong?

Co.

Hin bude ngang va budc lui nhur mit con cua, theo dudng chéo, d6i dién v6i con dudng trurde mit va ciing lic king sodt via hé bén tay phai }}én dira
khoi tam mat cta Reacher nhur mdt doan phim chay i Reacher Iang I& dimg ddy va di sdu vao con hém, vao bong t6i hoan toan ¢ cudi hém Ong tim
thay mot 16 thdng gi6 thang dirng ctia nha bép va trurdon quanh phia sau nd. Khom gp nguoi lai va cho.

Ong chd kha lau. Roi tleng chan quay lai. Trén via hé. Vao conhém Cham, nhe, thin trong. Hén bude nhon trén ddu ngdn chan. Khong co tiéng dong
tir got chan. Chi co tiéng co sat ctia & da trén d4 dam. Ching sot soat nho nhd gy ra tiéng vong trim thap doi lai tir céc birc tudng cia con hém. Hin
dén gan hon. Va gin hon.

Gan dén ndi 6ng ngiri thdy hén.

Nudc hoa, md hdi, da thude. Han dimg lai cach chd Reacher nip chi bn bude va ngé mot cach vo vong vao bong toi. Reacher nghi: Chi mit budc nira
12 may ti€u nhéc a. Chi mdt bude nita thoi 1a may xong phim

Hin quay lai. Budc trd ra duong.
Reacher dtmg Ién va di theo héin, nhanh va ém D3i vai roi. Gid thi tao theo miy. Pén ic dé san nhimg gi tho sin.

Reacher to con hon phén 1on ngudi ta va trong mot sb viée thi kha vung vé, nhung ong ¢6 thé bude nhe nhang khi can va ludn luén rat gioi trong viée



theo doi am tham N6 | mot tai nghé c6 duoc do tap luyén dai u. Phan In n6 doi hoi sy than trong va tai dy dodn. Phai biét khi ndo con mdi ciia minh
s€ cham lai, dirng chin, quay lai, do xét. Va néu khong biet, hdly nhd can tac vo wu. Tha an nip va tut lai thém murdi thurde nita con hon ty dé 16 minh,
szi mic 4o khodc dq luc soat moi conhémva 6 ctra & ha/ti bén duong, K~h6ng k¥ lim, nhung cfmg’khéng té. Hin ra sot va di qhuyén vé phia trude, lam
moi cho 101 lim ma tat ca nhi¥ng ngudi hoi kha thuong méc phai. Minh van chura am hong viée. Han con dau d6 dang trude. Han noi chuyén hai lan trén
didong. Noinho, nhung 16 15 vé hoangnnngkhlglongtlnthamcua hén viit Ién. Reacher in qua nhunglrangbongtm dAng sau hén, 1 lai khé xa vi

nhing anh dén sang & cudi dudng dang gan lai. Tén kia ra sot cang nhanh voi. Vo vong va hoang so cing Itic. Hin do thém trong vong hai miroi bd sau
ngd 18 ké tiép va dimg siing lai, yén mot lit.

R&i chio thua. Bo cude. Han dimg gilta he phd ling nghe dién thoai di dong va tra 101 gi do i tha hai tay thong xuong bén suodn, tit ca su cimg ran va
lang 1& bién khoi than thé hén. Han rut ngudi lai mot chit va bude thang t61 trude. Nhanh, ning né, on ao va dé thay nhu moi ké khong con muyc dich gi
trén doi ngoai trir viée di thing tir A dén B. Reacher cho ¢ 1au dé tin chéic ring né khong phéi i mot trd manh. RSi 6ng di theo, ling 1§ di chuyén trong
bong ti.

Raskin di qua canh ctra cta quan bar thé thao va thing 1én dau dpc‘mg. Hénrcé thé thiy xe ctia Linsky tir xa. Va xe ctia Chenko. Hai chiéc Cadillac d4u
ndi dudi nhau bén v¢ duong cho han. Chd ké bai trn. Cho ké s6 khong, Han nghi, Vay thi tao day ndy.

Nhung Linsky rét lich sur trong chuyén nay. Chii yéu i vi phé phan mot trong nhing ké duroc The Zec sai phéi la phé phan chinh The Zec, va khong ai
dam lam chuyén do.

Linsky n6i, “Chéc han I hf;.n’dﬁ 18 sai Ioi. Co thé tir d:?lu hén da khong du dinh di trén con dudng d6. Chéc chén hén quay nguoc lai qua nhitng con
hém Hay di vao mdt trong s6 cac hémdo deé di té. Han chdm lai va dira phia sau may.”

Viadimir hoi, “May c6 kiém tra sau rng khong?”

Raskin n6i ddi, “Di nhién 1 c6.”

Chenko hoi, “Gio tinh sao day?”

Linsky néi, “Tao s& goi The Zec.”

Viadimir néi, “Ong 4y s& gidn ra trd dy. Minh suyt tém dugc thing khdn d6 rdi”

Linsky bam di dong, Thuat lai céi tin toi t& va Fing nghe loi dap. Raskin quan sat nét mt hén. Nhung nét mit cua Linsky u6n luon khong t6 16 didu gi.
M6t k ning do tap luyén dai lau ma c6, va nhu cau séng con. Cude goi rit ngin. Mot 1 dap ngin. Khong giai doan duoc. Chi i nhitng am thanh lao
xa0 trong tai nghe.

Linsky tt may.

Hin n6i, “Chiing ta tiép tuc truy ling, Trén ban kinh nira daim tir chd Raskin nhin thiy héin lin cudi. The Zec dang phai Sokolov dén. Ong n6i c6 nim
dira bao dam s¢€ thanh cong.”

Chenko ndi, “Chiing ta khdng bao dam duroc gi ca. Ngoai trir mot ¢t da vao dit va khong ngii ngdy gi st dém nay.”
Linsky dura chiéc di dong ra, “Vay miy goi cho The Zec i bao 6ng dy nhur thé di.”
Chenko khong néi gi.

Linsky n6i V01hz“m, “Chenko, may lo huéng Bic. Viadimir, huéng Nam, Raskin, quay lai huéng Dong, Tao sé& lo hudng Tay. Sokolov s& phy ¢ noi ndo
ma chiing ta can khi han dén day.”

Raskin di tré lai huéng Pong, theo 161 ma hén da dén, ¢6 di nhanh hét sirc. Han hiéu dugc sy hop Iy trong ké hoach ctia The Zec. Han da thiy Reacher
Jan cudi khoang muroi Bim phit trude, va mdt ké dao thoat di chuyén than trong thi khong thé di xa hon nira diim trong muroi Eim phit. Do d6 Ibgic so
dang cho biét hién thoi Reacher phéi & dau. Ong dang & mdt noi ndo dé bén trong vong tron dudng kinh mt dam. Ching da thiy ong mot an rdi. Ching
s& timra 6ng lan nia.

Hién di sudt xudng con duodng cat ngang thé.ng va rong, ;6i i yé huéng Nam hudng dén doan xa 16 treo. Do lai bude da di. Han di xuyén qua khoang t6i
bén dudi xa 1§ va thang dén khu dat bo trong & gbc pho ke tiep. Pi sat vao buc tuong. RE ngoit.

R&i birc trong do 1én hin.

[t nhét hfu} cam thay nhur Vay.‘Hén binén mt ¢t choang vang tir sau lung va quy xubng khong thiy gi nira. RO hfm bidanh Jan nita khién dau 6c tit
lim va ngd sap mit t6i trude. Dicu sau cing ma han cam thay trude khi bat tinh 1a mdt ban tay luc trong thi hén va lay di chiéc dién thoai di dong.
Reacher di tr¢ lai dudi doan cong clia xa 19, chiéc dién thoai di dong con Am trong tay ong. Ong tua vai vao mit cot bé tong to nhur can phong tro va

truron di quanh né cho t6i khi thin thé 6ng chim vao béng ti va hai tay trong anh sang tir mt ngon dén trén mdt cdy cot tit trén cao. Ong ly tim danh
thiép bi xé ctia Emerson ra va bam so.



Emerson néi, “Toinghe.”

Reacher n6i, “Poan xem ai nao?”

“Pay khong phai 14 tro choi, Reacher.”

“Chi vi 6ng dang thua thoi.”

Emerson khong néi gi.

Reacher hoi, “Tim toi c6 d& khong nao?”

Khoéng loi dap.

“C6 gidy but khong?”

“Di nhién 12 t6i ¢4.”

Reacher n6i, “Véy nghe ndy, va ghi lai nhé.” Ong doc s6 cia hai chiée Cadillac. “T6i doan ring mdt trong hai chiéc xe d6 da & trong bai dau xe trude
hom thir Sau dé dait chiée tru chian duong lai do. Ong nén tim cac bang s6 xe, xemlai cac cudn bang, va hoi vai cau. Ong s& tim thay mdt thir t6 chirc
nao do co 1t’nhat sau gi. Toi nghe duoc vai cai tén. Raskin va Sokolov, méy g nay hinh nhu 14 cap tlnp’ R&i Chenko va Viadimir. Viadimir ¢6 vé ding
V61 g da giet co gai. Han to nhu mbt con bo. ROi ¢6 mot tay pho nao d6 ma t6i khong bict duoc tén. Han khoang sau muroi tudi va tirng bi chan thuong
cOt xuong song. Han ndi chuyén véi sép clia han va goi cha nay 1a The Zec.”

“Nhitng cai tén do la tén Nga.”

“Ong nghif viy?”

“Ngoai trir Zec. Zec Ia thir t€n quai gi chir?”

“Khong phai [a Zec. Ma 1a The Zec. N6 1a mdt tir. Mot tir duge str dung nhu mot ci tén.”

“N6 nghia la gi?”

“Tra thir xem. Poc vai cudn sach lich sir.”

Im king. Tiéng gidy viét.

Emerson n6i, “Ong nén ra day. N6i chuyén truc tiép v6i toi.”

Reacher dép, “Chua duoc. Hay lim viée ciia ng rdi toi s& nghii vé chuyén d6.”

“T6i dang lam viéc ctia minh. Téi dang truy King mot tén toi pham dao thoat. Ong giét c6 gai d6. Chir khong phai mdt ngudi ndo dé ni ong ndi ring ong
nghe duoc céi tén, to con nhu mdt con bo.”

Reacher ndi, “Con mdt chuyén nira. Toinghi ga c6 tén la Chenko ciing mang tén Charlie va Ia ban ctia James Barr.”
“Visao?”

“Hinh dang, Nho con, da sam, toc den Iém chom nhwr ci ban chai”

“James Barr ni ¢6 ban nguoi Nga a? Theo nhing tham tra ciia chiing toi thi khong ¢6.”

“Nhur t6i d& ndi, hdy lam viéc cua minh di.”

“Chung t6i dang im. Khong ai nhiic nhd' gi dén mot tén ban ngudi Nga ca.”

“Hén ndi giong M. Toi nghii ring héin ¢6 dinh lu v6i chuyén xay ra hom thir Sau, c6 nghia B ca nhém ndy dinh .
“Dinh liu nhur thé nao?”

“Toi khong biét. Nhung t6i dinh s& tim hiéu. Toi s& goi cho 6ng vao ngay mai.”

“Ngiy mai 6ng s& nam trong tiL.”

“Vay t6i dang ¢ ti lic nay sao? Ping ¢ mo, Emerson.”

“Ong dang & dau?”



Reacher d4p, “Gan day théi. Chiic ong ngi ngon, thanh tra.”

Ong tit méay va cét s ctia Emerson tré vao tiii rdi Jy ra sb ctia Helen Rodin. Bdm dién thoai rdi di vong quanh cdy cot bé tong vao sdu trong bong thi.
Helen Rodin néi, “Vang?”

“Reacher day.”

“Ong c6 6n khong? Tay canh sat dang dimg ngay bén ngoai van phong toi.”

Reacher dép, “Tét cho t6i. Ma ciing tt cho anh ta, t6i nghi vay. Anh ta chic hén c6 bbn muroi ti cho mot gior phuy troi”

“Ho chiéu mit 6ng trén churong trinh tin tirc sau gio chidu. Chuyén 16n 161

“Dimg lo Eing cho t61.”

“Ong dang & dau?”

“Tyr do va thoai mai. Pang c6 tién trién. Toi da théy Charlie. Toi d4 cho Emerson bang sb xe ctia hén. C6 ¢6 gi tién trién khong?”

“Khong han. Tt ca nhimg g t6i c6 dugc 1 ndm cai tén ngiu nhién. Toi khong thé thiy co Iy do i dé ké nao d6 bao James Barr bin bét cir ai trong s6
ho.”

“Cb can Franklin. C6 can tién hanh nghién ciru.”

“T6i khong c6 tién tra cho Franklin.”

“T6i mudn co tim c4i dia chi & Kentucky cho 61

“Kentucky?”

“Noi James Barr di tip ban.”

Reacher nghe ¢6 gac dién thoai qua bén va gio gidy td. ROi ¢o quay lai va doc 1én mot dia chi. N6 vo nghia d6i v6i Reacher. Mot con dudng, mot thi
trén, mot tiéu bang, mdt mé s6 ving

Helen hoi, “Kentucky cé dinh gi t6i chuyén nay?”

Reacher nghe tié’ng’xe trén duong. Sat gﬁp bén, phia trdi cta 6ng, banh to chay cham Ong truon quanh cdy c6t dé nhin. Mot xe tudn tidu ciia s canh
sat, bo tur tir, dén tat. Hai tay canh sat ngdi ghé trén, viron dai co nhin phai, nhin trai.

Ong n6i, “T6i phai chudn day.” Ong tit may va dat nd xubng dat & gbe cot. May nhan sb £0i t6i ctia Emerson ¢4 thé ghi duge sb, va bat ctr chiée dién
thoai di dong ndo ciing c6 thé bi do ra dia diém bdi tin hiéu nhin ma n6 goi dén mang, ctr mbi mudi lim gidy mot lan, déu dan nhu may dong ho. Do dé
Reacher bo chiée dién thoai di dong lai dudi dat rdi di vé huéng Tay, bbn muroi bd bén dudi mit duong xa 1§ treo.

Muoi phut sau ong dimg ddi dién voi déng sau toa cao dc kinh den, trong bong 61 bén dudi xa 16, ddi dién voi con ddc xe 1én. Mot chiéc xe canh sat
khong ngudi dau bén & dudng. N6 trong im lim Janh Ko. Yén 6 on. Nhur thé 16 da c6 mat & d6 mot lic 10i. Reacher nghi, Tay dimg bén ngoai cira phong
ctia Helen day. Ong bing qua duong va di xudng con dec. Vao nha dé xe ngdm dudi dét. Tuong bé tong d&u duoc son miu tring ban va co nhiing
béng dén huynh quang sang 16e cach mdi mudi im bg. C6 nhitng viing 4nh | sang va nhimg viing bong ti. Reacher c6 cam gidc nhur Gng dang di ra khoi
cdc canh gi bang ngang qua mit chudi san khiu dugc thip sang ruc r3. Tran nha thip. C6 nhimg cdy ot vudng to chong do toa nha. Day ctra hang
dich vy néim & trung tim. Toan bd khong gian lanh 1o, im king, sau chimg bbn muroi thude va 6 thé rong gip ba lan sb do.

Sau bon muroi thurde.

Gidng nhu phin méi n6i thém trén duong sb Mot. Reacher budc dén va twa kg vao bire tudng mit trude. Bude di ngang dén birc twong mit sau. Ba
muroi lim bude. Ong quay ngudi nhu mjt tay boi & cudi vong boi va bude tr¢ lai. Ba muoi limbude. Ong di chéo t6i goc xa nhét. Nha xe déng do rat
t6i. Ong di giiva hai chiéc xe tai cua NBC va tim thdy chiéc Ford Mustang mau xanh ma 6ng doan a cia Ann Yanni. Chiéc xe sach s& va lang bong, Mdi
duoc chiii. N6 ¢6 céc cira s6 nho vi cé mui lat. Kinh trude thoai. Céc cira xe mau toi.

Ong mo thir cira bén ghé canh tai xé. Khoa r6i. Ong di vong qua mui xe va mo thir cira bén ghé tai xé. Tay ndm nhiic nhich. Khong khoa. Ong nhin
quanh va mo cura.

Khong c6 bao dong,
Ong chdm vao bén trong va nhdn cai nit mé khéa. Co mdt tiéng cach vang 1én ba Ian khi hai khoa cira va khoa cdp xe bi ddy Ién. Ong dong cira bén

ghé tai xé lai va budc ra sau cbp xe. Banh xe so-cua ndm trén san xe. Bén trong banh xe 14 cai kich va mot doan dng tuyp kim loai vira dé ding véi céi
kich vira dé mo bu 1ong banh xe. Ong lay doan ong tuyp ra va dong cop xe lai. Bude vong sang bén ghé hanh khach, md clra xe leo vao.



Trong xe thom mixi nue hoa va ca phe. Ong mo tap-16 thiy mot xép ban d va mot chiéc kep gidy to nho, bing da, c& mdt cudn lich nhé bo vi. Bén
trong chiéc kep 1 gidly bao hiém va gidy dang ky xe 6 t6, ca hai d&u ctia ¢6 Janine Lorna Ann Yanni & mit dia chi trong ving cta bang Idiana. Ong cat
chiéc kep tro lai va dong tap-16. Tim thay nhimg tay can dé diéu chinh ghé, ong ha chiéc ghé xudng hét cd. Ong chinh lung ghé ra sau hét ¢d, van khong
ra xa Jim. Ri 6 6ng dich nguyén cai ¢hé ra sau dé d6i chan minh dugc thodng chd. Ong kéo 4o ra khoi quan va dé doan 6ng tuyp trén dii rdi dit kg
xudng ghé. Dudi ngurdi. Ong c6 khoang ba gior dé chd. Ong cd ngit. Hay ngii khi ¢6 thé 1 quy tic ¢d dién trong quan doi.

Piéu dau tién Emerson 1am 1 lién lac v6i cong ty dién thoai. Ong xéc minh durgc rang con sé ma dich vu béo s6 goi ctia 6ng ghi diroc 1 ciia mot may di
dong. Hop dong dich vu duge diang ky cho cong ty hoat dong dudi tén Dich vu chuyén dung cta Indiana. Emerson phai mot vién tham tir ¢6 mit ndm
kinh nghiém truy d4u co s& im an ndy va yéu cau cong ty dién thoai truy tim chiéc dién thoai di dong, Nhitng két qua ban dau that d& gay bdi rdi. Dich
wu chuyén dung ctia Indiana 13 mdt ngd cut, vino 1a tai san ctia mdt quy tin thac hai ngoai & Bermuda va khong c6 dia chi trong vimg, Nhung cong ty dién
thoai tra 10i rang chiéc dién thoai di dong dang & vi tri ¢ dinh va phat tin hiéu t6i ba tram ciing lic, ¢6 nghiia i n6 phai & trong ving dudi phd va dé dang
timra bang phép do tam giac.

Rosemary ngot nhat véi ngudi phy trach ban gidy cta Uy ban  Trung giéi ting sau bénh wen va duoc cho phép vao thim anh minh du Ia ngoai gio' tham
viéng. Nhung khi c6 dén phong thi thy hin dang nga say. Mét c6ng noi ngot vo 1ch Cb ngdi & d6 ba muroi phit nhung James Barr khong thirc day. Co
nhin nhirng chiéc man hinh. Nhip tim cua han manh va deu Hoi thé 6n dinh. Han vén bi cong tay va dAu thi bi kep nhung than thé hoan toan yén tinh. C6
xem biéu do theo ddi ctia héin dé tin chéc rang anh minh van duoc chdm séc ding dén. C6 thay ghi chii clia bac si: ¢6 kha ning PA giai doan dau? Co
khong hiéu n6 ¢6 nghia 1 gi, va da kha khuya nén c6 khong thé tim duoc ai sin long giai thich cho minh.

* % %

Céng ty dién thoai danh dau dia diém ciia chiéc dién thoai di dong trén mdt ban db thanh phd c6 ty 1 Ion va giri cho Emerson qua fax. Emerson xé nd ra
khoi may fax va métnamp}mt cé ly giai no. Ongdangnnngmnﬂﬁyba i tén gap nhau & mdt khach san, hay mjt bar ruou, hay mot nha hang. Thay vi
vdy, ching gap ¢ mt khu dat trong nam dudi doan xa 1§ treo. Ong hinh dung thoéng qua trong d4u vé canh Reacher ngi kho s0 trong mot cai thing
gidy. ROi ong két luan ring chiéc dién thoai di dong bi virt bo, diéu nay duoc xéc minh trong murdi phut sau boi chiée xe tudn tidu ma 6ng phai di kiém
tra.

R&i sau do, chi dé lam cho dung thii tuc, 6ng md méy vi tinh va g5 xudng céc sb xe ma Reacher da cho. Ching cho két qué 1 nhimg chiéc Cadillac
Devilles doi mdi, ca hai ciing mau den, cung dang ky cho Dich vu chuyén dung ctia Indiana. Ong ghi ngd cut trén to giay va bo vao mot tap ho so.
Reacher thirc glac mbi khi nghe tiéng thang méy khoi dong, Tiéng dong rén xuong duong ndng, xuyén qua nhig day cap va céc cabin dang Ién xudng

4mam Ba lin d4u 1A bao dong gid. Chi la nhimg nhAn vién van phong nao d6 vé nha sau mt ngy dai lam viée. Cir khoang bén muroi phit 14 ho di
xubng mot minh, mét moi bude dén xe va i di. Ba in ludng khéi xe lanh phang phét dén va ba n nha dé xe im Ang trd lai va ba lin Reacher ngi lai.

Ian thir tu 6ng khdng ngu. Ong nghe tiéng thang may khoi dong va xem dong hd. Mudi mdt gid bdn muroi lim. Gior trinh dién bt dau. Ong chd va nghe
tiéng cira thang may mo ra. Lan nay khong chi 1 thém mdt ngudi cd doc mic dd vest. Ma ki mjt dam dong. Tam hay muroi ngudi. Huyén ndo. La
nguyén ca nhom nhan vién lam ban tin murdi mot gio' ctia chi nhanh NBC.

Reacher ¢p sat nguoi xubng chiéc ghé ké bén tai xé ciia chiéc Mustang va gidu ng thép dudi vat 40. N6 ép vao bung ong lanh budt. Ong nhin dim ddm
Ién cai mui xe bang vai bat va cho.

Ban dang doc truyén Mgt Phat Mot Mang duaoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chuwong 23

MOt i to con méc quan jeans rong thing thinh di xuyén ngang qua bong tdi cach cai chén bun phia trurde ctia chiée Mustang chimg nim bo. Ga ¢ mit
b rdu xam bt rdi va miic mot clliéc 4o thun c6 in chir Grateful Dead [28] dudi mdt chiéc 40 len dan son rach. Khong phéi ngdi sao man anh. C6 & a
mot tay quay phim Ga budc vé& phia mdt chiée xe tai nhe mau bac va leo lén. ROi dén mot 6ng trong bd do vest mau xanh da ca map va khuon mat
duoc héa trang mau cam Ong c6 méi toc rim va ham ring trang Dt khodt 1 ngdi sao man hinh, ¢6 thé vé thoi tiét, c6 thé 1a thé thao. Ong di qua phia
bén kia chiéc Mustang va leo vao mot chiéc Ford Taurus mau tréing, Rdi dén ba phu nir di ciing voi nhau, tré trung, trang phuc binh thudng, co thé
giam ddc truong quay va chi dao chwrong trinh va dao dién hinh anh. Ho di ép lai giita cdp xe Mustang va chiéc xe van ciia di truyén hinh. Chiéc xe rung
1én ba 1an khi ho va vao n6. Ri ho tach ra va mbi ngudi di vé phia xe clia minh.

[28]: Tén mot ban nhac Alternative.
ROi ba nguoi nira di toi.
Sau d6 la Ann Yanni.

Reacher khong nhan ra ¢6 ta cho t6i khi ¢6 dét tay kén ndm cira xe. CO ta dimg lai va ndi to gl d6 voi mot ngudi trong nhomkhéc. C6 nhén cu tra 104,
n6i mot didu gi khéc nita, rdi mo cira xe. C6 1én xe, dura mdng vio trurde, xoay ngwdi va ciii ddu. C6 méc mdt quan jeans cii va chiéc 40 Iya moi. Trong
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rét it tién. Reacher doén ¢6 vira ghi hinh, nhung ngdi & ban phét thanh vién, chi 16 tir hong tré 1én thoi. Toc ¢6 cimg dor vi xit keo. C6 ngdi phich xudng
va dong ctra. Roi nhin qua bén phai.

Reacher n6i, “Im. Néu khong t6i ban.”

Ong chia cai dng tuyp vao co, sau lin vai o. Rong mot phan, dai va thang, nhin rat glong hang that. C6 nhin né kinh hoang. Khi déi dién cach hai bo
trong cd gly va gia hon khi trén ti vi. Co nhungnep nhiin nh6 quanh it trat dayphan Nhung ¢6 ta ratdep C6 ta ¢6 nhirng duong nét tuyét dbi hoan

chinh, r rang, song dong va vo cing bt mét, nhu phén I6n nhig nguoi trén ti vi. Ao ¢6 ¢ cb ding dén nhung lai mé ba khuy. Vira nghiém tic vira
quyén ril

Reacher noi, “Dit tay & chd ma t6i co thé thiy ching, Trén dui Ay.” Ong khong mudn ¢6 ta chdm dén bam coi xe. “Pit chia khoa Ién bang dong ho.”
Ong khong mudn c6 ta bAm niit bao dong. Nhitng chiéc Ford moi ng timg li c6 mot chiée nit miu do trén bo phén diéu khién moc vao chia. Ong nghi
ring nd ding dé kich hoat hé théng bao dong.

Ong n6i, “Ngdi yén ddy. Ngoan ngodn va im king. Moi chuyén s& 6n.”

Ong bimnit bén phia minh khéa ctra lai.

C n6i, “Toi biét anh 1a ai.”

Ong dép, “Tdi ciing biét ¢6 1 ai.”

Ong gitr yén cai ong tuyp va cho. Yanni ng01 yén, tay dét lén dui, tho don, cang lic cang so hai khi chung quanh ho moi chiéc xe ctia cac dong nghiép bt
du nd may. Ludng khéi miu xanh thoang dén. Moi ngudi l4i di timg chiée mdt. Khong ai nhin lai. Mot ngay dai da hét.

Reacher lai n6i, nhur mot 10 nhéic nhé, “Giir im king, roi ching ta s 6n.”

Yanni nhin qua trai, qua phai. Than thé ¢6 cang thing,

Reacher n6i, “Dumg manh dong, Dimg im didu dai dot. Toi s& ban. Bén vao bung, Hay dui. C6 s& chay can méu trong hai muroi phit. Pau m.”

Yanni hoi, “Anh mudn gi?”

“T6i mudn ¢6 im king va ngdi yén. Chi trong vai phit nita thoi.”

Cb ta cin chat rang lai, im ing va ng?)i'yén Chiéc xe cudi cing chay di. Chiép Taurus mau tring. Ga dan 6ng toc ram Ngudi phu trach churong trinh dyr
bao thoi tiét, hay binh ludn the thao. Tieng banh xe rit 1én khi gi queo xe va tiéng may rén kén khi leo ngwroc con doc. Roi nhirng dm thanh d6 nho dén,
nha dé xe trd nén hoan toan yén lang,

Yanni lai hoi, “Anh muén g?” Giong ¢6 ta run run. Mt ¢6 mo lon. C6 ta dang run rdy. C6 dang nghi dén hiép dam, giét ngudi, hanh ha, chit chan chit
tay.

Reacher bat dén trén trin.

Ong n6i, “T6i mudn ¢ doat giai Pulitzer [29].”

[29]: Gidi thuong hang nam ctia Hoa Ky danh cho bao chi, van hoc va amnhac.
“Caigi?”

“Hay giai Emmy [30] hay bt cir giai gi ctia dan bao chi.”

[30]: Mot giai thudng danh cho cac chirong trinh xuét séc ciia Hoa K.
“Caig?”

Ong n6i, “T6i mudn c6 nghe mdt cau chuyén.”

“Chuyén gi?”

Reacher ndi, ‘“Xemnay.”

Ong gi6 4o Ién cho ¢6 xem céi,éng tuyp nam trén bung minh. C6 nhin n6 trimg trimg. Hay nhin cdi seo do manh dan cta 6ng. Hay nhin ca hai thir. Ong
khong bic chic. Ong dat cai Ong tuyp thang bang trén tay. Gio nd ra dudi anh dén.

Ong n6i, “Trong cop xe ctia c6 ddy. Khong phai a khdu sting.”

Ong nhin chiéc nit trén cira xe mo khéa ra.



Ong 161, “C ¢6 thé tu do ra di. Liic nao ciing duoc.”

C6 ta dat tay Ién ném cira.

Reacher n6i, “Nhung néu ¢ di thi t6i ciing di. C6 s& khong giip lai toi. C6 s& bé mit cu chuyén. Mot ai khéc s& c6 nd.”

C ndi, “Ching toi cho phat hinh chin dung anh sudt dém. Va canh sat da dan lénh truy i khip thi trdn. Anh da giét co gai”

Reacher ic dAu, “That sy t6i khong giét cO éy, va do 1a mot phﬁn ctia cau chuyén.”

C6 lai hoi, “Cau chuyén gi?”’

Reacher dap, “Cau chuyén hom thir Sau wira qua. N6 khong phai nhu ngurdi ta tudng daw.”

Yanni néi, “Gio t6i s€ ra khéi xe day.”

Reacher n6i, “Khong. Toi s& ra. Toi xin 16i néu t6i m phién 6. Nhung t6i can sur gitip do ctia ¢6 va ¢6 ciiing can i gitip. Thé nén toi sé ra. C6 cir khoa
ctra lai, n6 may xe, gitt chn trén ban dap phanh, va ha cira kinh xuong chirng hai phan. Chiing ta s&€ n6i chuyén qua ctra kinh. C6 ¢6 thé lai dibat cur luc
nao cd mudn.”

C6 khong ndi gi. Chi nhin thang ra trude nhur thé ¢6 c6 thé lim cho 6ng bién mét béng cach khong nhin 6ng Ong mo cira. Budc ra, quay lai va dat cai
bng tuyp nhe nhang én ghé. R01 6ng dong cira va dimg yen do. Ong nhét 40 vao quan. Ong nghe tiéng ctra xe bén ¢6 khda lai. C6 n6 may. Ben phanh
bat do. Ong thay ¢O voi Ién tat dén tran, Gurong myt ¢o bién mét trong bong t6i. Ong nghe tiéng co cai 56 xe khoi vi tri DO. Beénbdo I xe bét sang tring
khi co day tay sO tir L qua i thing. ROi dén phanh tt, mdy xe gam Ién, va c0 luon mot vong rong rat nhanh qua nha xe trong. Banh xe ken két. Cao
su trén nén xi méng tron. Tiéng banh nghién doi vang, C6 nhim théing con dbc & 16i ra va nhin manh chén ga.

R&i ¢6 dap manh chén phanh.

Chiéc Mustang khyng lai, gac hai banh trude 1én chan duong dbe. Reacher bude vé phia chiéc xe, 6ng hoi cli xudng dé ¢6 thé nhin xuyén qua cira kinh
nho phia sau chiéc xe. Khong dién thoai di dong. C6 chi ngdi do, nhin thing dang trude, tay dat trén vo ling. Cac den phanh bat do loe, sang choi mt.
Céc ong x4 thd phi pho. Nhiing cum khoi trang phun ra sau. Nude nhd giot va dong thanh hai viing giong y nhau trén nén.

Reacher vong sang cira s6 bén c¢6 va dimg lai cach ba bo. C6 bdmnit ha kinh xudng chimg ba phéan. Ong cii nguoi xudng dé c6 thé thiy mit co.

Cb hoi, “Tai sao toi can anh giup?”’

Ong n6i, “Vi céu chuyén hom thir Sau chdm dit qua som doi voi cd. Nhung ¢6 ¢6 thé ¢6 ki nd. Con mot ting ¥ nghia nita. N6 | mdt cau chuyén kon.
C0 s€ thang nhicu giai thudng. Co6 s& cd cong vi€e tot hon. CNN s& trai tham dén tan ctra phong d€ rude c6.”

“Anh ngtii 13 t6i nhiéu tham vong thé sa0?”

“Toi nghi ¢6 la mjt nha bao.”

“Nhur thé thi 6 nghia gi?”

“Nghia a suy cho ctng, cac nha bao thich cac cau chuyén. Ho yéu thich sy thét.”

C6 dung lai, gan ca phit. Nhin dam dam phia trude. Chiée xe kéu lich cach nhe nhe khi néng méy. Reacher c6 thé cam nhan bd phian may xe duoc cai
& ché do chay khong dang gwong lai v6i cdc phanh xe. R&i 6ng thiy cd liéc xudng va dich tay bo cén sb vao vi tri D3. Chiéc Mustang lin banh lui lai
murdi lim phan rdi dimg hén lai. Reacher bude xéo dé ngang vai cira s6 xe. Yanni quay dAu lai va nhin thing vio ong,

Co ndj, “Vay ké cho toi nghe cau chuyén di. Ké sy that.”

Ong ké lai cau chuyén véi ¢, ké su that. Ong ngdi xép bang trén nén xi méng, dé ra vé bit dong va vo hai. Ong khong chira lai chit gl. Loc qua tit ca
cac s kién, cac két ludn, cac gia thuyét, cac suy doan. Ké xong, ong ngimg 1i va chd phén tmg ctia .

C6 hoi, “Anh & dau khi Sandy bi giét?”
“Ngi 6 nha trg.”

‘Mot minh?”’

“Subt dém. Phong s6 tam. T6i ng rat say.”
“Khodng c6 bang chimg ngoai pham”

“Khong bao ity ¢ bang chimg ngoai pham khi ngudi ta can. D6 i quy huat tw nhién phd quat.”



C6 nhin 6ng mot Iic lau.

C6 hoi, “Anh mudn t6i am gi day?”

“T6i mudn ¢d diéu tra cic nan nhan.”

C6 lang im mjt lc.

C5 ndi, “Ching toi im dwoc. Ching t6i c6 nhan vién diéu tra.”

Reacher ndi, “Ho khong du gioi dau. Toi mubn ¢b thué mot ngudi tén i Franklin. Helen Rodin s& cho ¢ biét vé ngudi nay. C6 ta & trong toa nha nay,
trén ¢ hai ting”

“Visao ¢6 ta khong tu minh thué 6ng Franklin d6?”

“Vi c6 ta khong co tién tra cho 6ng ta. C6 thi cd thé. Mot tuan thué Franklin chic chin ré hon tién cat toc ctia mdt tay du bao thoi tiét ciia ¢6.”
“Va 16i thi sao nita?”

“Rdi ching ta rép ndi tit ca cac dit kién lai voi nhau.”

“Vy ndy 16n dén c& nd0?”

“Cd giai Pulitzer. C& giai Emmy. C& cong viéc mbi.”

“Lam sao anh biét duoc. Anh dau c6 trong nghé.”

“T6i da trong quan doi. Toi doan vu ndy ximg dang véi mot huy chirong Sao Pdng, C4i d6 chic hin twong dwong, Méo m6 ¢6 hon khong.”
C6 n6i, “Toi khong biét. Toi nén mang anh ndp cho canh sat thi diing hon.”

Ong n6i, “C6 khong thé. C Iy dién thoai di dong ra 14 t6i s& vot 1én con déc. Ho s& khong tim ra t6i dau. Ho da ging tim subt ngly roi.”
Cb ndi, “T6i khong quan tim méiy nhing céi giai ctia anh.”

Ong n6i, “Vay thi ¢6 lam cho vui thoi. Hay km vi sir thoa min nghé nghiép.”

Opg nghiéng ngudi Ay ra manh khéin gidy ¢ ghi s6 dién thoai ciia Helen Rodin. Tudn né vao khe qua ctra sd. Yanni cam ly, than trong, ¢6 tranh khong
dé nhitng ngdn tay ctia hai ngudi cham vao nhau.

Reacher n6i, “Hay goi cho Helen. Goi luon di. C6 4y s& xac nhan cho t6i.”

Yanni ly dién thoai di dong trong vi ra va md méy. C6 nhin man hinh, ché cho i khi n6 sin sang, rdi bam sd. C9 tra lai manh khén gidy. Ling nghe dién
thoai.

C6 n6i, “C6 Helen Rodin phai khong a?” RO ¢6 bam it quay kinh xe 1én hét ¢& va Reacher khong nghe thiy cude dam thoai. Ong dang liéu mang khi
cho rang ngudi ma ¢6 dang n6i chuyén thét sy la Helen. Co thé 14 ¢6 nhin manh khan glaynhung lai bAm modt s6 khéc hin, Khong phai 911, vi c6 da
bam tron murdi con s6. Nhung ¢6 thé ¢ ta goi vin phong chinh bén canh sat. Mot phong vién hin c6 thé thude 1ong con s6 do.

Nhung chinh Helen dang nghe méy. Yanni bim nit quay kinh xudng lai va dua chiéc dién thoai di dong qua khe cira cho ong.

Helen hoi 6ng, “Chuyén nay that a?”

Reacher n6i, “T6i khong nghii 1 ¢6 ta da quyét dinh. Nhung né c6 thé thue hién duge.”

“Chuyén ny liéu ¢6 tdt khong?”

“Cb ta c6 phuong tién. Va viée c6 gidi truyén thong trong chimg cho ching ta co thé c6 ich.”

“Cho t6i n6i chuyén tiép véi cd ay.”

Reacher chuyén chiéc dién thoai di dong qua ctra ‘sc;). Lan ndy Yanni dé nguyén kinh xe ha xubng nén Reacher c6 thé nghe tat ca nhitng gi ¢o n6i cho dén
hét cugc dam thoai. Ban dau c6 ¢ vé nghi ngo, 16i do du, va roi ¢d phan bi thuyét phuc. C6 hen gip Helen trén tang bon vao sang sém mai. Roi tat
miy.

Reacher ndi, “C6 mdt tay c6m bén ngoai ctra vin phong ciia ¢o dy.”



Yanni n6i, “Co dy c6 n6i vai t6i. Nhung ho dang ing anh, d4u c6 ling t6i.”
“Chinh x4c 1a ¢6 s& lam gi?”

“To6i chua quyét dinh.”

Reacher khong néi gi.

Yanni néi, “T6i nghi trurdc tién ti can biét anh xuét phat tir dong co ndo. RS rang 1 anh khong quan tim chit nao dén ban than James Barr. Vay thi tat
ca chuyén ndy 1a 1am cho c6 em gai phai khong? Rosemary?”

Reacher quan sat ¢6 quan sat minh. Mot phu nit, mdt nha bao.
Ong n6i, “Phén ndo 14 cho Rosemary.”
“Nhung?”

“Phén Ion A vi gl git ddy. Ga ngdi d6, nghi ring minh khon ngoan nhur mdt con céo gid. Toi khong thich diéu d6. Khong bao gio. Didu do khién 0
nmuon cho gi bict thit sy theé nao 14 khon ngoan.”

“Nhur mot sy thach thirc?”

“Ga da khién c6 gai bi giét, Yanni. C6 4y chi la mdt co bé ngd nghéch ham vui chiit thoi. Ga sai lim & chd d6. Do véy, gi ximg dang bi trimg phat bang
mot cach nao do. Do 1a su thach thire.”

“Anh dau biét gi nhiéu v& ¢ 4y.”

“Khong vi thé ma ¢6 ta bot vo to1.”

“OK.”

“OK gi?”

“NBC s& tra tién cho Franklin. RSi chiing ta s& xem cau chuyén dua ta dén dau.”
Reacher d4p, “Camon cd. Toi camkich diéu d6.”
“Chéc vay.”

“T6i xin 16i Jan nira. Vi da lim ¢ so.”

“T6i s¢' gan chét.”

“Toi rat xin 16i.”

“Con chuyén gi nita khong?”’

Reacher noi, “Con. Téi cin muron chiée xe ctia ¢d.”
“Muon xe t6i?”

“Muon xe ¢0.”

“Dé lam gf?”

“Dé ngi trong d6 rdi l4i di Kentucky.”

“Chuyén gi & Kentucky?”

“M6t phan ctia cau db.”

Yanni Fic d4u, “Chuyén nay dién qua.”

“Toi 14i xe rat cAn than.”

“Toi dang tiép tay va xui giuc mdt tdi pham do thoat.”

Reacher ndi, “To1 khong phai 1 t¢i pham Toi pham Ia ké da bi buce t6i sau mdt phién toa. Do d6 tdi cling khdng phai 1a ké dao thoat. Toi chua bi bét



hay budc toi. T6i chi la mdt nghi can thoi”

“T6i khong thé cho anh murgn xe sau khi da phét hinh anh su6t dém.”

“Cb 6 thé n6i ring khong nhan ra t6i. Cai d6 chi i mdt phac hoa chin dung, khong phéi i mdt tim anh. C6 thé n6 khong chinh x4c hoan toan.”
“Téc cua anh khac.”

“P6. T6i vira cit toc sang nay.”

“Nhung t0i nhdn biét tén ctia anh. Toi s& khong cho mdt ngudi la muron xe ma it ra khong biét tén ngudi d6, phai khong nao?”

“C6 thé t6i cho c6 mdt ci tén gia. Co dd gip mot ké c6 tén khac va trong khong gidng méiy véi cai phac hoa, vay thoi.”

“Tén gi?”

Reacher dap, “Joe Gordon.”

“Hin 1 ai?”

“Cau thi1 giir chdt hai ctia doi Yankees trong nim 1940. Ho vé ba. Khong phai 16i ciia Joe. Ong ta c¢6 mdt sur nghiép déang ké. Ong choi ding mot nghin
trén va ghi diing mdt nghin diém.”

“Anh hiéu biét nhiéu nhi.”

“Ngay mai toi s& hiéu biét nhiéu hon néu ¢ cho toi muron xe.”

“T6i nay lam sao t6i vé nha?”

“Toi & dura ¢d v8.”

“Vay I anh s biét noi t6i song.”

“Toi da biét noi co song. Toi dd xem gidy dang ky xe ctia cd. Pé biét chic chiée xe nay 1 ciia ¢6.”
Yanni khong noi gi.

Reacher ndi, “Xin dimg lo. Néu t6i mudn hai ¢6 thi c6 d bi hai rdi, c6 thiy c6 ding khong?”’

C6 khong ni gi.

Ong noi tiép, “Toi b mit tai x& rt cAn than. Toi s& dua cd vé an toan.”

C6 noi, “Toi s& goi xe taxi. Lam vay ot cho anh hon. Gio duong thi Vang va chlec xe ndy rét ndi. Canh sét biét n6 14 ciia t6i. Ho chén t6i lai uon. Ho noi
14 t0i chay qua toc d6 nhung that ra ho mudn xin chit ky hay ho mudn ngd xudng 4o cuia to1.”

C6 lai goi dién thoai va ndi ngudi tai xé taxi don co trong nha dé xe. Rdi ¢6 ra khoi xe va dé méay van nb.
C6 noi, “Hay dau lai trong mdt goc toi. S an toan hon néu anh khéng di trurde gio cao diém ctia budi sang”

ER)

Reacher dap, “Camon c6

C6 noi, “Va lamngay di. Mt ctia anh ¢6 trén khiip cac muc tin tirc va tay tai xé taxi c6 xem ddy. ft nhat thi toi hy vong I hin dang xem Téi can diém
xép hang”

A 99

Reacher lai n6i, “Cam on 0.

Ann Yanni b di va dimg lai & chan duong déc nhur thé c6 dang ché xe buyt. Reacher ng01 vao ghé ctia ¢ va didu chinh né ra sau, rdi ki xe vao sau
trong nha dé xe. Rdi 6 ong lai vong lai va dau dAu xe vao trude trong mdt goc xa. Ong tht may va nhin vao kinh chiéu hau. Nam phut sau, mot chiéc
Crown Vic miu xanh-tring chay xudng duong doc va Ann Yanni leo vao bang ghé sau. Chiéc taxi quay lai chay ra dudng, nha dé xe yén king tro lai.

Reacher ¢ lai trong chiéc Mustang ctia Ann 'Yanni nhung 6ng khong ¢ lai trong nha dé xe dudi toa cao b¢ kinh den. Qua nguy hiém. Néu Yanni ddi y thi
ong s& 14 cai bia an chic. Ong c6 thé hinh dung c6 nhut chi hay lwong tim déin vat, roi nhdc dién thoai goi cho Emerson. Han ngi nhu chét trong xe toi
dau & trong goc nha xe ctia s& im. Ngay bay gio. Do d6 ba phut sau khi chiéc taxi chay di thi ng lai nd may xe va 14 Ién nha dé xe trén dudng sb Mot.
N6 trong khong, Ong Ién tang thir hai va d4u trong chd James Barr da str dung, Ong khong b tién vao dong hd tinh tién. Chi Ay xip ban db ctia Yanni
ra, tinh duong di ctia minh rdi ddy tay i lai va chinh ghé rdi ngu lai.

Niaim gioy sau 6ng thirc gidc, trude rang dong, va i xe vé huéng Nam dén Kentucky. Ong thiy ba chiéc xe ctia canh sét trurde khi virot qua ranh gii ciia



thanh phd. Nhung ho khong dé y. Ho dang qua ban ron truy Ring Jack Reacher nén khong c6 thi gioy am phién mot phét thanh vién truyén hinh xinh dep.
Ban dang doc truyén Mot Phdt Mot Mang duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 24

Chuong 12

Binh minh bt diu dau d6 giira con dudng vé hirdng Pong khoang mbt gidr sau khi ong l4i di. Bau troi chuyén tir den sang x4m sang tia rdi anh niing mau
camnhe dang 1én khiip chan troi. Reacher tit dén xe. Ong khong thich chay xe dé dén sau khi ngay Ién. Chi la mt ctr chi vo thirc, vi nhimg tay canh sat
bang d4u xe gic trén vé dudng. Bén bat khi troi da sang goi y du thir chuyén, nhur nhimg cude trén chay subt mot dém bo lai réc rdi hang trim dam sau
lung. Chiéc Mustang da qué khiéu khich réi. N6 n 4o va hung hiing, va nd thudc loai xe bi an trom nhiéu nhét.

Nhung nhiing nguoi canh sat ong gip van dimg yén trén vé duong. Ong 14i v6i tc do bay muroi dam modt gio, ra ve khong c6 gi mo am, va bamnit CD
trén bang diéu khién. Nhan lai mdt luong nhac ctia Sheryl Crow [31] thoi ky gitta, khong khién 6ng quan tim g miy. Ong cir dé n6 chay. Mdi ngy 1
mdt khiic quanh, Sheryl néi voi dng. Ong nghi, Toi biét vay. Cir ndi nita di.

[31]: Mt nhac s Blues Rook ndi tiéng ctia M.

%k sk ok

Ong vuot qua song Ohio trén mot cay cau sat dai, mit troi moi én bén tay trai ong. Trong mit thoang, nd bién dong nude chay cham thanh chit vang
ndu chay. Anh sang phan chiéu Ién ong tir bén dudi chan troi va lim bén trong cuia chiéc xe sang Ién mot cach khong tir nhién. Nhirng tru cau loe 1én khi
vuot qua nhu mot anh dén chdp. Tac dong thit 1 kho chiu. Ong nhém con mit trai va nheo mét ma chay vao Kentucky.

Ong giir huréng Nam trén mdt con dudng xuyén hat va chay cho dén song Blackford. Theo ban d6 ctia Yanni thi n6 B mot nhanh phy chéy trén mot
dudng chéo tir Pong Nam sang Tay Bac d6 vao song Ohio. Gan phia dau ngudn, n6 tao thanh mdt tam giac déu hoan hio mdi canh khoang ba dam véi
hai tuyén thu nong thon. Va theo thong tin ctia Helen Rodin thi cai truong ban ma James Barr wa chudng ¢ dau d6 trong ving tam giac nay.

Nhung héa ra trurong ban lai chinh 12 c4i tam giac. Thém ba dam nita, Reacher thdy mdt hing rao kém gai trén vé duong bén tréi ctia con duong bét dau
ngay sau khi 6ng bing qua song Blackford trén mt cdy cau. Hang rao chay sudt dén nga tur ké tiép va clr mbi bon céi cot thi lai co mdt tim bang: Coi
chirng dan lac-Tranh xa. Rdi con dudng xoay mt goc sau muroi do va chay thém ba dam vé hudng Pong Béc. Reacher chay theo nd va & noi con
duong giip lai song Blackford ong thdy mbt cai cong va mdt khodng trong rai da diim va mot nhém nhing cin choi thdp. Canh cong duge khoa bing
day xich. Mot tAm bang son tay treo trén d6: Mo cira tir 8 i sang dén khi troi b

Ong xem dong ho. Ong dén sémnira gid. Phia bén kia con duong & mdt toa xe bing nhom Fim quén &n c6 mdt khoéng d s6i 4n trude mét. Ong thp
chiéc Mustang vao va dung lai ngay k& bén cira toa quan an. Ong déi. Miéng thit bo phuc vu tai phong cia khach san Marriott duong nhu da tir Jau lam
()

Ong an mot bira diém tam cham va dai & chiéc ban bén cira s6, va ngdm canh vt bén kia duong. Vao lic tam gio;, da c6 ba chiéc xe tai cho vao truong
ban. Tam gio nam phit, mot nguoi dan ong dén trong mdt chiéc Humvee [32] mau den chay dau diesel, ong ta ra hiéu xin 16i vi dén muon va mo cong
Ong ta dumng tranh qua mot bén cho khéch bude vao trude. Rdi leo tré lai vao chiéc Humvee chay theo ho. Ong ta lip lai kiéu xin 161 y & cdng ctia cin
choi chinh r6i ca bn ngudi bude vao trong va di khudt tam nit. Reacher goi thém mot tich ca phé. Ong nghi s& dé cho ong ta lam viéc véi dot khach
sOm roi minh m6i ta ta dén, khi 6ng ta 6 thi gid dé trd chuyén. Va ca phé kha ngon. Qua ngon dé khong thé bo qua. M6i, nong va dam

[32]: HMMWYV (Hight Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicle): Mot loai xe da dung cta quan doi, co thay d6i kiéu dang dé ding trong dén su.
Thuong c6 kiéu dang cua loai xe jeep.

Liic tam gio> hai muroi 6ng bt dAu nghe tiéng sing trrdng, Nhitng nhip g5 déu déu, bi khoang cach, gié va nhirng g dat tudc di sirc manh va tic dong.
Ong doan cac khiu sting & xa khoang hai trédm thude Anh, ban vé hudng Tay. Nhiing phét dan chdm va déu, am thanh ctia cAc tay sing co nghé nhim
vao cac vong bén trong. Rdi dng nghe mot trang no 1ho hon cia mdt cdy sing ngan. Ong ]ang nghe nhitng am thanh quen thube mot lic 10i b6 lai hai 6
la trén ban va tra mbt hoa don murdi hai do la & qudy tinh tién. Ong budc ra ngoai, leo 1én chiéc Mustang rdi l4i xuyén qua khoang dat, leo qua g dudng
va vao thing qua canh cong mo.

Ong thiy tay l4i xe Humvee dig sau mt cai quay cao ngang théit hrng trong can choi chinh. Nhin gan, ong ta trong gia hon so v6i khi nhin tir xa. Trén
ndm muroi, dudi sdu muroi, toc xdmmong, da nhén nheo, nhung dang dimg rat thing, Ong ta ¢6 cai ¢d trong mét moi to hon cai dau va cap it tiét 1o

ngay 6ng ta xura [ mot tay ha si quan thity quén Iyc chién, ngay ca khi khong c6 nhimg hinh xim trén bép tay va nhing ky vét treo trén birc twong sau
lung, Nhitng hinh xam da cii va phai mau, céc ky vét phan I6n 1 ¢ hiéu va cac huy hiéu ctia don vi. Nhung trung tAm ciia nhitng thr trung bay | mot

tAm bia dan bang gidy dang nga vang duoc 1ong kinh. N6 ¢6 mdt nhom nim 16 dan ba ly ndm sat nhau trong vong trong cling clia tim bia va 16 thir sau
xén ngay ria duong vong,

Ong ta hoi, “Toi gip gi cho anh day?” Ong ta dang nhin qua vai Reacher, ra ngoai ctra s6, vao chiéc Mustang,
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Reacher n6i, “Toi dén ddy dé giai quyét moi réc rdi ctia anh.”

“That vay a?”

“Khong, khong tht vay. T6i chi mudn hoi anh vai cau thoi.”

Ong ta ngung lai. “Vé James Barr?”

“Anh doan hay im.”

“Khong.”

“Khong?”

“T6i khong n6i chuyén véi bon phong vien.”

“T6i khong phai Ia phdng vién.”

“Ngoai kia 12 mot chiéc Mustang nam lit, ¢6 mdt vai phy ting Eip sau. Do d6 n6 khong phai I xe cia com hay xe thué. Va bang sb ctia n6 14 & Indiana. }
Vand ¢ nhan dan cua NBC trén kinh. Do d6 t6i doan anh la mt phong vién quyet tam nn ra mjt cau chuyén truyén hinh vé viéc James Barr ding cho
cua toi dé tap luyén va chuan bi nhur the ndo.”

“Han ¢6 1am viy khong?”

“T6i dd n6i voi anh roi. Toi khong ké dau.”

“Nhung Barr da dén day, ding khong?”

“T6i khong noi.” Ong ta kap lai Khong c6 4c y trong giong n6i ctia 6ng ta. Khong tht han. Chi 1 sw ca quyét. Ong ta khong noi. Hét chuyén. Can choi
tré nén yén king. Khong nghe thiy gi ngoai tiéng stng tir xa va tiéng o o trdm trdm lach xach tir mdt phong khac. C6 1§ 1a tir mot céi it lanh.

Reacher nhéc lai, “Toi khong phéi i phong vién. Toi muron xe clia mdt phong vién, thé thoi. D di xubng day.”

“Vay anh 13 ai?”

“Chi la mdt ngudi biét James Barr tir xua. Toi mudn biét vé Charlie, ban ctia hin. Toi nghi 1 g ban Charlie ndy dan hén di sai duong.”
Ong ta khong hoi: Ban nao? Ong ta khong hoi: Charlie 12 ai? Ong ta chi Eic d4u va noi, “Toi khong thé giup anh.”

Reacher chuyén anh mét sang céi bia dan dugc dong khung,

Ong hoi, “C4i do ctia anh a?”

“Moi thir anh thiy ¢ ddy déu 14 ctia toi.”

Ong hoi, “Tam ban ndo vay?”

“Tai sao anh h6i?”

“Vi t6i dang nghi néu i sau trim thurde thi anh ban kha gioi. Néu i tam triim thude thi anh rét gioi. Con néu 1 mdt nghin thude thi anh thude loai curc
siéu.”

Ong ta hoi, “Anh ciing bén a?”

Reacher d4p, “Téi timg ban.”

“Trong quan d6i?”

“Ngay xa xua.”

Ong ta quay nguoi nhic cai khung ra khoi dinh treo. Nhe nhang dét n6 lén quiy va x0ay 16 lai dé xem. C6 mot dong chir viét tay bang murc phai mau
ngang dudi ciing ca td gidy: Giai Invitational 1000 thude, Quan doan Thity quan luc chién My 1978 - Trung si Samuel Cash, Giai Ba. R6i ¢ ba chit ky
ctia ba giamkhao.

Reacher héi, “Anh 1a trung si Cash?”

Ong ta d4p, “Pa vé huu va dang ving vay.”



“T6i cling vay.”

“Nhung khong phai tir quan doan.”

“Anh chi nhin thoi ma c6 thé biét duoc diéu d6 4?”

“Han 161.”

Reacher ndi, “Luc quan. Nhung cha t6i i linh Thity quén luc chién.”

Cash git dau. “Piéu d6 1am cho anh ciing dugc 1 nira con nguoi.”

Reacher di di diu ngodn tay trén mat kinh, trén nhitng 16 dan. Mot nhém nim phat that dep, va phat thir sau chi Iéch ra chirng mdt cong toc.

Ong noi, “Bén gioi day.”

“Hom nay ma ban dwoc nhur thé voi chi nira khoang céch thoi thi t6i phai may mén m”

Reacher néi, “Toi cling vdy. Thoi gian ghé qua!”
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Reacher khong tra Ioi. That ra ong da thang Giai Invitational 1000 thude, Quén doan Thity quén luc chién My diing mudi nim sau khi Cash gianh giai ba.
Ong da ban tat ca s dan xuyén qua ding trung tim cuia tam bia, tropg mot ¢4 lo bi x¢ rach ma ngudi ta ¢4 the bo ngon tay cdilot qua. Ong da bay
chiéc cup sang 16a trén ké tir van phong nay qua van phong khac suot murdi hai thang ban ron. D6 13 mot nam déc biét. Ong da lén dén mdt thir dinh
cao, sinh ly cling nhur tim Iy, trong moi myit. Nam do, ong khong thé truot, theo ca nghia den An nghiia bong. Nhung 6ng khong bao vé danh hiéu cua
minh trong nam ké tiép, mic dii gidi inh dao Quén canh da mudn ong lamthé. V& sau, khi nhin lai, 6ng hiéu cai quyet dinh d6 danh d4u hai diéu: khoi
du cta qua trinh tac}l biét ra khoi qqan d6i dai va chim, va khéi dglu cua tinh trang bgn chdn kl}ong yqn Khéi dau ctia viée uon ludn xé dich va khong
bao gio nhin tr¢ lai dang sau. Khéi dau ctia viée khong bao gior muon lam cting mit diu gi d6 dén hai lan.

Trung si Cash ndi, “Mot nghin thue B mdt khoang cach xa. Thét ra, tir khi roi quan doan, t6i chura timg gip ai ¢6 thé bin tring tim bia nia kia.”
Reacher noi, “T6i xura chic ¢6 thé ban xém cai gd clia tam bia.”

Cash nhAc c4i khung Ién khoi mét quay, quay nguoi va treo lai trén moc. Ong ding ngon cai ciia ban tay phéi dé chinh né can lai.

Ong noi, “Toi khong c6 dudng ban mot nghin thuée & ddy. N6 chi phi dan va lim khéch hang tu thiy ho then. Nhung t6i c6 mdt duong ba tréim thude
kha dep sang nay dang dé trong. Anh cé thé thir xem. Mot ngudi ¢6 theé ban xém tam bia & khodng cach mdt nghin thude s€ ban ngon lanh & ba tram
thude.”

Reacher khong noi gi.

Cash hoi, “Anh khong nghi vay sao?”’

Reacher d4p, “Chéc vay.”

Cash mo hoc ly ra mot tim bia gidy m6i toanh. “Anh tén gi?”

Reacher dap, “Bobby Richardson.” Robert Clinton Richardson, hiéu suit ghi diém 301 nam 1959, 141 diém trong 134 trén, nhung doi Yanks van chi
dat hang ba.

Cash Ay mot ciy but bi trong tiii 4o ra va ghi R. Richardson, 300 thurdc, va ghi ngay thang 1én méanh gidy.

Reacher noi, “Luru trit ho s0.”

Cash n6i, “Thoi quen thoi.” R&i 6ng v& mit chit X bén trong vong trong. N6 cao chirng hon mdt phén va do d nghiéng cua nét but, bé rong cuia no chi
khoang mot phan. Ong ta & méanh gidy trén quiy va bo vao cin phong c6 tiéng ti lanh. Trd ra véi khéu sing sau mot phut. D6 Ta mot khéu Remington
M24, v6i bng nhaml_eupold Ultra va m0t gia d& hai chan. Mot vi khi cta dan ban tia theo tiéu chuan Thiy quan Iuc chién. Nhin qua, 16 da duoc ding
nhiéu nhung van trong tinh trang rét tt. Cashdat khau stng ndm nghiéng trén qudy. Thao bang dan ra va gio cho Reacher thdy n6 rong, Van hanh céi
chét va cho Reacher thiy 6 dan ciing rong uén. Phan xa, sy quen thudc, cin trong, thao tac chuyén nghiép.

Ong néi, “Cua t6i d6. Pugc tinh tm bén diing ba trim thude. Do chinh tay t6i.”

Reacher noi, “T6t roi.” Ma t6t that. Mot curu Thily quan lue chién timg 14 tay sting gioi thir ba trén thé giéi ndm 1978 thi ¢6 thé tin cdy trong nhitng viée
nhu thé nay.

Cash n6i, “Mot phat thoi.” Ong ta ]éy tlr tai ra mot vién dan duy nhit. Gio n6 1en. D6 1 mdt vién.300 Winchester. Loai dung cho thi dhu. Ong dung nd



dimg thang trén chit X clia tim bia gidy. N6 che 1p hoan toan. R6i 6ng mim cudi. Reacher cudi tra. Ong hiéu cude thach thirc. Ong hoan toan hiéu.
Ban tring X di va t6i s€ noi cho dng nghe vé James Barr.

Ong nghi, It ra a khong phai d4u tay doi.
Ong n6i, “Pindo.”

k% 3k

Troi bén ngoai rat king, khong nong ciing khong lanh. Thoi tiét hoan hao cho viéc ban. Khong run, khong i ro vi nhiét d6 hay cac ludng khi hay anh
sang mo. Khong gi6. Cash mang sing va tAm bia, con Reacher thi nim vién dan trong 1ong ban tay. Ho ciing leo 1én chiéc Hunvee, Cash nd méy im o
1én mot trang tiéng dong tir dong co diesel.

Reacher hoi, qua tiéng on. “Anh thich chiéc nay 4?”
Cash d4p, “Khong hin. Téi khoai chiéc bén chd hon. Nhung nd 1 vin dé hinh twong, Khach hang thich no.”

Khung canh chung quanh 1 nhimg ngon dbi thép, phii day co va cdy ¢ cbi coi coc. Aido da ding xe ui At dé vi nhig 16i thing Xuyen qua ving dat.
Nhirng 16i cach nhau hang trém thuée va dai cling hang trdm thudc, tht ca déu nam song song M3i 16i 1d mdt dwong ban riéng. Moi duong ban bi cach ly
voi nhitng duong khac bang nhitng ngon ddi tyr nhién va dwoc do bang nhing & dit cao do xe ti din Ién. Nguyén ca ving trong giong nhu mdt san gon
xdy dung d¢ dang Phén thi pha xanh, phén thi dé nguyén nham nho, tat ca duoc phi bang nhitng ludng d4t do. Nhitng hon d4 cudi va nhitng tang I6n
duoc son tring d4nh dau nhimg 16i di qua d6, mdt s6 danh cho xe, mdt s6 cho nguwoi di bo.

Cash n6i, “Manh dat nay thudc quyén sé hiru vinh vién ctia gia dinh t6i. Truong bin I ¥ tudng ctia t6i. Toi da nghi minh ¢6 thé kim nhur nhitng tay choi
20n chuyén nghiép, hay quan vot. Anh biét may cha d6 ma, ho tirng & trong nghé, ho vé huru, vé sau thi ho t6 chirc day.”

Reacher héi, “Co thanh cong khong?”

Cash dép, “Khong hén. Ngudi ta dén day béan, nhung dé bude duge mot thing cha ndo d6 thira nhan ring hin khong biét bin thi ciing nhur di nh ring
vay.”

Reacher thy ba chiéc xe ti ddu ¢ ba bai bén riéng. Méy tay ch ltc tim gitr sang nay da nhip héin vao budi tap sang ciia minh. Ho déu da nim bo trén
nhitng tam thdm dtra, ban, dung lai, ngam, lai ban.

Cash ndi, tra 161 cho mot cau hoi ma Reacher khong hoi, “Chi la kiém com thoi.” R6i 6ng 1ai chiéc Humvee ra khoi 16i chinh va 1 ba trim thude doc
theo modt dudng bén khong c6 nguroi. Ong nhay xudng va kep tim bia gidy vio mdt cai khung, Ién xe va quay ngurgc dau xe theo hinh chit K va chay tré
lui. Ong d4u xe ngay ngin roi tat may.

Ong n6i, “Chiic may mén.”

Reacher ng61 m @t Iat. Ong hoi bi kich dong hon can thiét. Ong hit vao, nép lai va cam nhan sy kich thich cta chét caffeine trong mach mau. Chi la mdt
cai run nhe rat vi t€. Bon tach ca phé dam lién tiép khong phai Ia mdt sy chuan bi Iy twong cho phat stng chinh xac trong khoang cach xa.

Nhung n6 chi 12 ba trim thude. Ba tram thude véi mdt khiu stng tot, khong nong, khong lanh, ling gio. Hau nhur glong hét v6i 4n hong sng vao trung
tam cta tAm bia ma bop cd. Ong co thé nhim it ciing Bim duoc. Khong c6 rdc roi co ban gi voi tai thién xa ca. Réc 16i & chd mon cugc. Ong nuon g
git day hon nhiéu so voi mong mudn doat clip ctia Thily quan Iuc chién nhitg nim trude. Hon rét nhidu. Ong khong hiéu vi sao. Nhung diéu d6 moi a
rac 1Hi.

Ong th ra. Chi ¢6 ba tram thude thoi ma. Khong phai ki sau. Khong phéi i tim. Khong phéi I mdt nghin. Chang nhiéu nhin gj dau.

Ong budc xuong chiéc Humvee va nhic khau sting ra khoi 1 bing ghé sau. Mang n6 di bang ngang mit dat gd ghé dén tamthamxo dira. Nhe nhang dat
16 vio chd, chan gia cach ria tamthammot thude. Cui Xuong nap dan. Budc lui ra sauné va canh thing nguoi, cti xudng, quy, namxoaltlmngngucnra
Ongtlbang sing vao vai. Nga ¢b qua tra1r01qua phalde thu giéin va nhin quanh. C6 cam gidc nhu 6ng dang ¢4 doc & mot noi hoang so'ndo do. Ong
ctii ddu xuéng, Nhim it trai lai va dich mét phéi vao ong ngam Up ban tay tréi Ién nong stng, d¢ xuong va kéo ra sau. Gio thi 6ng da c6 mot chd twa
ba chan. Cai gi4 sting, va vai ong. Rt vimg, Ong dang hai chan va xoay ban chinra ngoa1 dé ching ndim ap vao tim tham Kéo chan trai én mot chit va
di dé gidy vao s6 tham dé trong tai ctia nd git thé. Ong thur gifin va ndm tha Iong, Ong biét ring minh phéi trong gidng nhur mdt ké da bj bén chét, thay
vimit ké dang chuén bi ban.

Ong nhin qua éng ngim Thiy c4i hinh anh qua 13 rang ctia mdt dng kinh tuyét voi. Ong tim duge tim bia. N6 trong gin nhur ¢6 thé so dugce. Ong dat
dudng chit thap ngay chd hai dudng vach ctia chit X gip nhau. Bop nhe co sting dé sting duoc sin sang. Thur gidn. Tho ra. Ong 6 thé cam thiy tim ctia
minh. C6 cam giac nhur n6 101 ra trong 1ong nguwe. Chét caffeine dang rao ruc trong nhimg mach méu ctia dng. Dau chit thip nhay nia trén chir X. N6
dang nhay gidt, qua trai qua phéi, 1én rdi xudng, trong mdt vong tron tlly tién bé ti.

Ong nhim it phéi lai. Budc tim minh dung lai. Tho ra hét hoi trong phdi, mdt gidy, hai gidy. R&i tho lai, hit vao, tho ra, gitr lai. Ong don hét nang hrong
xuong dudi, vao bén trong dan dlen Pé hai vai buong ching, Pé cac co bap thu gian. Pé chinh minh an vi. Ong lai mo miét ra va thiy cai ddu chir thap
van dung yén. Ong nhin k§ vao tim bia. Cam nhan 1o. Mubn n6. Ong kéo co. Khiu stng nay bat, gm 1én va lubng hoi tir nong sting khudy 1én mot dam
bui tir tAm tham dira va che khudt tam nhin. Ong ngéng dau Ién ho mdt tiéng rdi cii tré xuéng dng ngim



Tring hong tam

Chir X bién,nﬁt. MOt c4i 16 tron xoe khoan xuyén qua trung tim cua no, chi fié lai bép vét bit bi nho xiu hién hién, bén vét & hai ddu mbdi nét vach. Ong
lai ho va chong tay diing ddy. Cash nhay xuong cho ctia 6ng va ding ong ngam dé kiém tra két qua.

Ong ta n6i, “Bén gioi ddy.”

Reacher noi, “Khau sting tot ddy.”

Cash kéo chdt, cai vo dan rdng roi ra trén tham Ong ta quy Ién, nhit Ay n6, bo vao tii. Roi 6ng dimg day, mang khau sting trd lai chiéc Humvee.
Reacher ndi vdi theo, “Vay t6i c6 dat tiéu chuén khong?”

“Cho cai gi?”

“Cho viéc tro chuyén.”

Cash quay lai, “Anh nghi d6 la mdt cude thi a?”

“Toi that long hy vong nhu vay.”

“Anh c6 thé khong mubn nghe diéu t6i phai n6i dau.”

Reacher néi, “Cir thir xem.”

Cash gat dAu, “Ta s& ndi chuyén trong vin phong.”

Ho di t6i hét d4u kia dudng ban dé Cash By lai tém,bia; R&i ho vong xe lai chd nhitng can choi. Ho chay ngang qua nhimg tay 1i xe tai. Ho van dang
ban. Cash d4u xe lai, ho budc vao trong, \{é Cash cat tambia cua Reacher vao trong mit ngin kéo, dudi van R - Richardson. Roi 6ng ta lan nhitng ngén
tay dén van B - Barr va kéo ra mit xap giay day.

Ong hoi, “Anh tim cach chimg minh 1 6ng ban ciia anh khéng lam vu d6 phai khong?””

Reacher noi, “Hén khong phai 1 ban ciia toi. Toi timg biét hin, co thé thoi.”

“Va??

“Theo nhur t6i nhé héin khong xuét sic dén mirc 4y.”

“Ban tin trén tivi ndi rang d6 1 mot tim bin kha ngin.”

“Véi cac muc tiéu di dong va nhirng gdc léch.”

“Tivi n6i ring bang chimg rét rd rang,”

Reacher d4p, “Ding vdy. Toi ¢6 xem roi.”

Cash noi, “Xem méy thir nay di”

Qng ta chia nhimg tAm bia nhur mdt ¢ bai, sap doc theo chidu dai ctia cai quay. Roi ong ta thic ching lai sat canh va xép ching lai dé c6 thém chd bo
tiép. Roi ong ta sap hang thir hai, ngay dudi hang thir nhat. Sau cung ong ta co ba nuroi hai tam bia bay ra, hai day dai nhitng vong tron dong tam lap lai
nhw nhau, tat ca déu ghi J. Barr, 300 thude, voi ngdy thang nguoe vé cho dén ba nam trude.

Cash néi, “Xemdi rdi khéc.”

M3i tim bia déu cho thiy mot diém sb 1o huyén.

Reacher nhin ching thét kY, timg tAm mot. Mdi vong trong cling deu ken chit nhimng 16 gon tron va chinh xac. Nhirmg nhom chat, Ion va 16 rang. Ba
muroi hai tim bia, mdi tim mudi vién dan, ba triim hai muroi vién, tt ca déu ngay chéc diém tuyét dbi.

Reacher hoi, “Tét ca nhitng lan hén bin déu ¢ day a2
Cash gt dau, “Nhu anh ndi ddy, t6i B mdt nguoi ua hru trit ma.”
“Sting gi?”

“Khau Super Match ctia hin. Khiu sting tuyét voi.”



“Canh sat ¢6 goi cho anh khong?”’

“Mot théng cha tén Emerson. Han rat lich su vé chuyén d6. Vi toi phai lo bao vé cai mang ctia minh chit, vi Barr luyén tap ¢ day. Toi khong mudn Am
hong danh tiéng trong ngh¢ ctia minh. T61 da bo ra rat nhi€u cong strc & day, va cho nay cé theé bi 6 danh.”

Reacher xem k¥ lai cac tim bia thém mot Jin nita. Nhé 101 minh ndi véi Helen Rodin: Ho khong quén dau.
Ong hoi, “Con gi Charlie ban ciia hén thi thé nao?”
“Chartie thi vo vong hoan toan.”

Cash don nhing }émbia ctia James Barr lai thanh mdt d6ng va cat trd lai vao ngiin B. Rdi ong ta md mot ngiin kéo khéc ra, 1in ngon tay dén van S va
lay ra mdt xap gidy.

Ong n6i, “Charlie Smith. Hin ciing 1 ciru quén nhén, thiy duoc qua déng vé ctia hin. Nhung voi tay nay thi tién ciia Chit Sam khong dau tu duoc gi dai
lan.”

Ong ta kap lai dong téc trudc, trai nhitng tAm bia ctia Charlie thinh hai hang dai. Ba muroi hai tim ca thay.

Reacher hoi, “Ho Iuon luon dén day cing nhau 42

Cash dap, “Nhur hinh voi bong vay.”

“Nhitng duong ban riéng?”

“Nhitng hanh tinh riéng,”

Reacher git déLL Xét theo dlém sb thanh tich thi cac tAm bia ctia Charlie kémxa bia cua James Barr. T¢ hon nhléLL Chiing 1a sén phém ctia mot tay stng
kém coi. Mot tim chi ¢ bon vét dan, tat ca déu bén ngoai vong ngoai clng, moi phat ndm trong mdi gdc. Sudt tat ca ba muroi hai tim bia hin chi c6 bén
phét tring bén trong vong trong. Mot phat ngay chéc hong tim. Cho ngdp phai rudi, ¢6 I& vy, hay do gio, dan di léch, hay nhict do bt thuong Bay
phat suyt chut tring vanh den. Ngoai ra, Charlie vai dan ra khéip noi. Phén Ién dan cua hén chéc da truot hoan toan. Theo ty & phan trim thi hdu het
nhitng vét dan ciia hin ndm trong vanh tréng gitta hai vong ngoai ctng, Piém ra}t thg;lp Nhung nhitng vét dan cta hén khong phai do hoan toan ngau
nhién. C6 mot quy luat ky di & d6. Han c6 nham, nhung van ban trat. Co 1€ mat han bi mdt chirng loan thi t6i t€ nao day.

Reacher hoi, “Hén thudce kiéu nguoi nhur thé nao?”

Cash ndi, “Charlie? Charlie la mot tAm bang trong tron. Khong thé doan dinh gi vé hian. Néu hin i mot tay sting kha hon thi chiic t6i da gan nhur so hin
101 ddy.”

“Mét tay nho con, phai khong?”

“Bé xiu. Toc rat quai”

“Ho ¢6 trd chuyén nhiéu v6i anh khong?”

“Khong méy. Ho chi 1 hai nguoi tir Indiana xudng, ghé ban nhur mot thi vui. O day t6i c6 nhiéu khach kiéu nhur vay Em.”
“Anh c6 xem ho ban khong?”’

Cash lic dAu, “T6i d hiéu duoc ring dimg bao gidr quan sét bat ctr ai. Nguoi ta xem d6 nhur 1a chi trich. Toi chd cho ho dén vai toi, nhung chua c6 ai

“Barr mua dan & dy phai khong?”
“Loai Lake City. Rit dat.”

“Sting ctia héin ciing khong ré chut ndo.”
“Hin xtmg voi khau do.”

“Charlie ding stng gi?”

“Ciling cting loai. Nhu mdt d6i hop ca vay. Trong truong hop clia héin thi dung 13 hai hude. Nhu 13 mdt g béo lai mua mit chiée xe dap dua loai nhe
vay.”

“O day anh c6 cac dudng ban sting ngin riéng biét chir?”
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“Mot duong trong nha. Newoi ta ding n6 néu troi mua. Néu khong thi t0i dé ho bin bén ngoai troi, bt cir noi ndo m ho mudn. Toi khong quan tim Em
den sung ngan. Chiing khong c6 nghé thuat gi ca.”

Reacher gat d}iu va Cash gomnh?mg tAm bia ciia Charlie lai thanh mdt déng, thin trong xép chiing theo diing thir tir ngaty thang, Rdi ong ta xép chiing lai
véi nhau va cat trd lai vao ngan van S.

Reacher n6i, “Smith a mt ci tén phd bién. Thét ra t6i nghif ring né [ c4i tén phd bién nhit & My.”

“N6 I tén that. Toi xem bang i xe trrde khi nhin bat cir ngudi ndo im thanh vién.”

“Hén nguyén 1 nguoi & dau?”

“Theo giong n6i? O dau do6 trén mién Béc.”

“T6i ¢6 thé iy mot tAm bia ctia James Barr khong?”

“Dé Bm quéi gi vay?”

Reacher dap, ‘Lamky niém thoi.”

Cash khong noi gi.

Reacher ndi, “N6 s€ khong bi phat tan dau. Toi s€ khong mang ban nd trén mang.”

Cash khong néi gi.

Reacher n6i, “Barr s& khong tr lai. Diéu d6 I chic chdn. Va néu anh mudn gitt cai mang minh thi anh nén virt hét chiing di m6i phai.”
Cash nhin vai va quay lai tit hd so.

Reacher ndi, “Lay cai m6i nhét nhé. Céi do s& 1 tot nhét.”

Cash lin qua xAp gidly rdi 16i ra mot 1. Pua qua quiy. Reacher nhin Iy va xép lai cén than rdi b6 vao tii 4o.
Cash ndi, “Chiic bd teo ctia anh may mén.”

Reacher dép, “Han khong phai ban t6i. Nhung cdm on anh nhiéu.”

Cash n6i, “Khéng c6 gi. Vi toi biét anh 1 ai. T6i nhén ra anh ngay khi anh ndm xudng sau khau sing. Toi chéing bao gior quén tur thé nim sap ctia ai ca.
Anh doat giai muroi nam sau khi toi du. Toi dung xem giita dam dong, Tén thét cua anh la Reacher.”

Reacher gat dau.

Cash ndi, “Anh lich syr im. Vi da khong nhic dén n6 sau khi toi ké v6i anh rang toi chi duoc giai ba.”

Reacher n6i, “Cudc d4u ciia anh gay go hon. Mudi ndm sau chi toan I mot dam bat tai.”

Ong ding lai tai tram xang cudi ciing & Kentucky va d6 ddy binh xing ctia Yanni. Ri 6ng goi cho Helen Rodin tir mot dién thoai cong cong,
Ong hoi, “Tay cém con & d6 khong?”

“Hai tay. Mot trong khach sanh va mot & ctra phong cua t61.”

“Franklin khéi s chira?”

“Lam ngay sang somnay.”

“C6 tién trién gi khong?”’



“Khong c6 gi ca. Ho 1 nam nguoi rét binh thurong,”

“Vén phong ctia Franklin & dau?”

C6 cho 6ng mot dia chi. Reacher xem ddng hd. “Toi s& gip ¢b & d6 lic bdn o
“O Kentucky thé n0?”

Ong dap, “Ri ram m.”

.

Ong lai bang ngang qua song Ohio trén cling mot ciy cau, ¢6 Sheryl Crow néi di ndi lai voi ong rang mdi ngiy i mdt khiic quanh. Ong van nit tang 4m
thanh va 1& tréi vé huéng Tay. Ban d6 ctia Ann Yanni cho thay ¢6 mdt giao 16 bdn vong xoay & bdn muroi dam trude mét. Ong c6 thé 18 vé hudng Bic &
d6 va mit vai gio sau ng co the VUot qua nguyen thanh phd, bdn muroi bo trén khong trung, C6 vé nhur thé s& hay hon la ding nhitng con duong bén
duéi. Ong nghii Emerson s& rt buc minh. R6i s& ndi dién lén, vao mot thoi diémndo do6 trong vong hom nay. Néu la Reacher thi s& nhur viy. Reacher da
1d Emerson trong vong murdi ba ndm, va trong tinh canh ndy 6ng ciiing s& phat khing Ién, ri linh ra khép cac dudng phd, thir du cac cach.

Ong tim thiy cai giao 10 va nhp vao nhanh xa 1o chay vé huéng Bic. Ong tit may CD khi n chay lai tir d4u va cai xe chay theo ché do tu dong. Chiée
Mustang chay rat t6t & the do bay muroi ddm mdt gio. N6 &mao lao di, manh me, khong ho hen vo vit gi ca. Reacher nght néu 6ng c6 thé dat cai dong
co d6 vao mdt than xe bon chd cii k§ mép méo nio do, thind s& 1 loai xe mi ong mubn co.

Bellantonio da lam viéc trong phong phén tich chimg cir tir bay gio sang. Ong da lay déu tay trén chiéc dién thoai di dong bi virt dudi xa 10, va khong c6
duoc két qua gi gi4 tri ca. Roi ong sao lai bang ghi lai cac cude goi. SO dién thoai cudi cling duge goi i s6 di dong cva Helen Rodin. Trude do Ia s di
dong ctia Emerson. Hién nhién 1 Reacher da goi hai cudc goi d6. Sau d6 1 mot chudi nhitng cude goi dén nhidu may di dong khéc nhau duge dang ky
cho Dich vu chuyén dung ciia Indiana. C6 thé Reacher ciiing goi nhitng cude d6, hay 6 thé khong phai hén goi. Khong céch gi biét duge. Bellantonio ghi
chiing lai hét, nhung ong biét Emerson s& khong kim gi véi ching. Diém duy nhét ¢6 thé khai thac tiép i cude goi cho Helen Rodin, va Emerson khong
thé ndo 1am khé mot uat sw bién hd vé mdt cude dam thoai véi mot nhan chimg, di héin ¢6 1 nghi can hay khong. Diéu d6 chi phi hoi strc thoi.

Do d6 6ng tiép tuc voi cac cudn 1 bang quay ¢ nha dé xe. Ong cén Jam viéc v6i bén ngdy, chin muroi sdu gio, gAn ba nghin hrot xe riéng biét. Nguoi cua
ong da ghi lai hét. Chi co ba chibc a xe Cadillac. Indiana cling glong nhu phén I6n céc tiéu bang mict trong. Nguoi ta mua xe tai nhe trude tien, roi dén
xe thé thao dia hinh, rdi xe hai ch ngdi, r01 xe mui lat. Nhitng chiéc xe con thong thirdng chi chiém mot thi phin rat nho, va phén Ion ching 1 Toyota hay
Honda hay xe ndi dia ¢ trung, Xe cao tc ¢ 16n thi rét hiém, va nhiing hiing danh gi4 13 hiém nhét.

Chiéc Cadillac dau tién trén bang & mot chiéc Eldorado miu tréing nga. Mot chiée hai chd ngdi, hai cira, phai vai néim roi. N6 da dau trude muoi gior
trong bubi sang ngay thir Tur va déu lai nam tiéng. Chiéc Cadillac thir hai trén bang la mot chiéc STS moi, ¢6 1€ la miu d6 hay xam, c6 kha nang la xanh
nhat. Kho ma bict chiac duoc voi hinh anh mot mau mo mo trén bang. Du la the nao di nita, né da déu ngay sau gio' n trua ngy thir Namva ¢ do trong
hai tiéng,

Qlﬂéc Cadillac thtr ba a mot chiéc Deville méu den. Béng ghi duoc canh n6 chay vao nha dé xe ngay sau sau gio' sang ngay thir Sau. Ngay thir Sau den
01, nhur Bellantonio goi nd. Vao sau gio sang, nha dé xe s& gan nhur hoan toan trong. Cudn bang cho thay chicc Deville chay 1én con doc, nhanh va tyr tin.
Va cho thay n6 chay tr¢ ra chi sau bon phit.

P thoi gian dé dit cai tru chén duong,

Nguoi tai xé khong 16 dién trong ca hai Jan. Chi thdy mot vét mo xam dang sau cira kinh. C6 thé do 1a Barr, ciing ¢6 thé khong phai hén. Bellantonio ghi
lai tat ca cho Emerson. Ong nhac minh phai xem lai dé biét c6 phai bon phitt 1 khoang thoi gian ngan nhat mot chiec xe Iuu lai trong nhitng cudn bang
khong. Ong ngo rang dung vay, rat c6 kha ning.

ROi 6ng xem xét lai cude ra soat cin ho clia Alexandra Dupree. Ong da diéu mdt nhan vién cap dudi im viée nay vind khong phéi I hién trurong toi ac.
Khong tim dugc dicu gi thi vi & d6. Chéng c6 gi ca. Ngoai trir chimg ctr vé dau tay. Can hd ¢6 mdt m& dau tay hon don, nhur moi can ho chung cu
khac. Phan 16n 14 clia cac ¢ gai, nhung c6 bon bd dau tay khac. Ba bd trong s6 d6 khong thé xac dinh duoc.

B6 diu tay thir tr a ctia James Barr.

James Barr da c6 mat ¢ can ho cua Alexandra Dupree. Trong phong khach, trong nha bép, trong phong vé sinh. Khong nghi ngdy gi vé diéu ndy. DAu rat
13, hoan toan tring khdp. Khong thé lam

Bellantonio ghi lai cho Emerson.

R6i 6ng doc ban bao cdo ma nhin vién phap y vira dua vao. Alexandra Dupree bi giét boi mt ci dAm rat manh ngay thai duong bén phai, do mbt ke
thuén tay trai dam. C6 da ngd xubng mat dat rai soi 6 nhirg chat hitu co gomca c6 va dat. Nhung ¢6 lai duoc tim thay trong mbt con hem lat da voi.
Do d6 xac cua c6 da duge mang di it nhat 1a mdt khoang ngan gitta noi chét va noi dugc tim thay. Nhiing ching cit v€ sinh ly hoc khic xac minh dieu
nay.

Bellantonio Iy mdt to gidy ghi chi mGi va viét hai cau hoi cho Emerson: Reacher c6 thuan tay trai khong? Han c6 chiéc xe nio khong?

The Zec ding thi gian trong budi sang dé quyét dinh am gi v6i Raskin. Raskin d tht bai ba an riéng 1&. Trudc hét, vi bi theo dai tir ban dau, sau do vi



bi tAn cong tir phl'a sau, va sau cing I bi ldy mat chiéc dién thogi di dong. The Zec khong thich thét bg}i. Lo khong thich tht bai chit ndo. Ban dau lio
chi can nhic dén viéc khong cho Raskin ra duong va gidi han han lam nhiém vu trong phong video ¢ tang trét ctia ngdi nha. Nhung lamsao o ¢6 thé
giao cho mit tén that bai tréng coi sy an ninh ctia minh?

R&i Linsky goi. Ching da tim kiém sudt mudi bn gior lién tuc ma khong thiy bong dang thing linh dau ca.

Linsky n6i, “Gio ching ta nén theo d01 con nhé Iudt sur. Nghi cho cing thi khong ¢ né s& chiing c6 viée gi xay ra. N6 1 diém tap trung. N6 1a dira diéu
khién nhimg dong thai trong vu ny.”

The Zec ndi, “Diéu d6 am ting thém do rii ro ddy.”

“Po rtii ro da cao BEmroi.”

“C6 thé thing linh d3 bo di mai mii.”

Linsky n6i, “C6 thé nhu vay. Nhung diéu quan trong 1 nhing gi héin bo lai sau lung, Trong d4u con huat su.”

The Zec n6i, “Ta s& nghi vé diéu ny. Ta s& lién lac lai v6i may.”

“Ching em c6 nén tiép tuc tim kiém khong?”

“Mét rdi a?”

Linsky da kiét strc va cot song dau nhire vo cing,

Hén néi d6i, “Khong, Em chua mét.”

The Zec n6i, “Vay thi tiép tuc tim Nhung didu Raskin vé day cho ta.”

Reacher giam td¢ d6 con nam muroi dam mdt gio khi xa 16 bt dAu vuron kén trén nhitng tru d&. Ong theo kn dwong & gitta va bo qua doan 1€ phia sau

thur vién bén tay phai ctia minh. Ong chay tlep 1én hudng Béc thém hai dam nira va ra khoi xa 16 6 nhanh vong xoay di xubng con duong bén lan c6 cac

bai ban xe va ctra hang phu ting. Ong chay vé huéng Dong trén dudng xuyén hat va lai r& vé hurdng Bic, trén tuyén thur nong thon cta Jeb Oliver. Sau

mot pht, 6ng dan siu vao vimg thon da tinh mich. Nhitng cot tr6i xoay cham chdm va mit troi dang tao ra nhing cau vong trong nhimg giot nurde nho

xuong,

Ving mi¢t trong. Noi ¢ nhitng bi mat.

Ong tip vao va dimg lai canh thimg thur ctia Oliver. C}}iéc Mustang khong cach gi chay xubng 16i vao dugc. Mo dat gitta duong s& giat cho rung hét

nhig b phén dudi gamxe. B phan giam x6c, hé thong xa hoi, truc xe, bo phén truyén dong, bat cir thir gi khac ndm dudi 6. Ann Yanni s€ chang hai

long ti nao. Nén ong chui ra, d¢ chice xe lai do, thap nho, chii xubng va nhap nhay mau xanh trong néng. Ong di xu6ng nhanh dudng dat, cam nhén timg

hon da qua dé giay mong, Chiéc Dodge mau d6 ctia Jeb Oliver chua bi doi di. N6 van con ¢ d6, dat do dinh Ién chiit it va swong khd dong thanh vét.

Ngbinha chinh im ling. Céi nha kho déng ctra va khéa.

Reacher bo qua cira trude. Ong di quanh hong ngdi nha dén san sau. Me cta Jeb dang 6 do, ngf)i trén chiéc xich du. Ba ta niic d6 nhur trude, nhung lan

ndy trén tay khong c6 céi chai. Chi co anh it dién dai tir doi it to nhur hai cai dia nho. Ba ngdi Ién mdt chn va ding chan kia day chiéc xich du nhanh
gAp d6i lan trudc.

Ba noi, “Chao.”

Reacher hoi, “Jeb chua vé 4?7

Ba chi Fic d4u. Reacher nghe thiy tit ca nhitng tiéng dong ma ng da nghe 1in trude. Tiéng voi tudi rit, tiéng rin rit ciia ci xich du, tiéng cot ket ctia van
san.

Ong hoi, “Ba ¢6 stng khong?”

Ba dap, “Toi khong dinh dén ching.”

Ong hoi, “C6 dién thoai khong?”’

Ba dép, “Cit roi. T6i ng ho tién. Nhung t6i khong can dién thoai. Jeb cho t6i ding di dong ctia n6 khi can.”
Reacher n6i, “Tot Em.”

“Piéu d6 thi ot cai quai gi? Jeb khong co ¢ dy.”

“P6 moi chinh 1 diéu tét. Toi s& pha cira can nha kho va t6i khong mudn ba goi canh sat khi t6i lim. Hay bén toi.”



“P6 Ia nha kho ciia Jeb. Ong khong durge vao do.”

“T6i chéng biét ba s& lim thé ndo can duoc day.”

Ong quay lung lai ba ta va di tiép theo con duong dét. Né hoi ubn cong va dan thing dén canh cira Q6i cuia can nha kho. Cac canh ctra cling nhur chinh
can nha kho duoc lam bang van ct, luan phién bi nung roi lai lam cho myc nat boi mot tram mia he r6i lai mia dong. Reacher cham khop ngon tay vao
ching va cam thiy chiing khd né va rong rudt. C4i d khoa moi toanh. N6 Ia mot cdi khoa xe dap hinh chir Ug10ngnhu thir ngudi giao thu trong thanh
phd thurong dimg, M6t chén ctia chir U xuyén qua hai yem khoa bang thép mau den duoc bt dinh vao nhitng tim van ctra. Reacher s cai khoa. Lay
n6. Thép cimg, nong Ién dudi anh ning, Mot két cau rat chit. Khong cach gi cit duoc, khong cach gi phé duoc.

Nhung mot cai khoa chi vitng chic diroc bang vat nd gin vao.

Reacher nim ly d4u thing cua cai khoa, day cua chir U. Nhe nhang kéo no, 1o manh tay hon. Canh ctra oan Yé hudng 6ng réi,ngung lai. Ong chdng
long ban tay vao I6p g0 va day lai. Gitr cho ching van dong bang canh tay trai dudi thang va ghi gidt cai khoa bang tay phai. Chot ctra nhich ra mot chit
nhung khong nhicu. Reacher doan han Jeb ding gioang ¢ dang sau, bén dudi nhitng con d¢. C6 B 1a nhitng cai gioang to. Chiing phan tan bot trong huc.
Ong nghit: OK,, thém ép yc.

Ong giit phan thing cta c4i khoa béng ca hai tay va ngira ngudi vé& sau nhur truot nurde. Kéo manh va tdng gbt chan vao phin canh cira bén dudi céi
khéa. Chan 6ng dai hon tay, vi thé ong bi chudt rit va ci dap khong c6 nhicu lyc. Nhung thé la du. Tam van vo ra mot it va ¢6 gl d6 hé chimng mot phan.
Ong chuan bi va co strc lan nita. C6 tién trién hon. ROi tam van bén tay trai canh cira tich ra hoan toan va hai cai then bat ra. Reacher dat long ban tay
trdi trén canh ctra va luon nhing ngén tay phai vao k& ho ma qudp chat. Ong hit mdt hoi siu va dém dén ba r6i gidt manh. Chot cira cudi clng roi ra, ca
bd khda roi xudng dat va canh cira md toang ra hét c¢d. Reacher budc tranh ra va md hai canh ctra sat ti twong dé cho anh nang tran vao.

Ong doan rang minh s& thay mot phong ché bién “hang ph€”, c6 & c6 cac ban dai va chai lo, can, khi ddt, va nhiéu d6ng tii nhd m6i sdn sang nhan hang,
Hoac mdt ddng hang Ion, sin sang 1én duong phan phoi.

Ong khong thiy thir gi nhur thé ca.

Anh néing lot vao xuyen qua nhiing k& ho gitra nhiing tAm van cong vénh. Bén trong cén nha kho ¢4 & dai bén muroi va rong hai muroi bo. Nén dit tron,
durge quét va nén chic. Hoan toan tréng tron ngoai trir mdt chiéc xe tai nhd da chay nhiéu d4u ngay chinh gira.

Chiéc xe tai higu Chevy Silverado, da duoc vai néim N6 méu ndu nhat, nhur miu dét sét nung, N6 B mot chiée xe dé im @n. N6 duoc i theo nhitng
yéu cau toi thiéu. Mot mau ma co ban. Ghé nhura, banh thép, 16p xe khong mau me. Thing xe sach nhung tréy trya va mop. Khong c6 bang s6. Céc cra
xe bi khoa va khong thay chia khoa & dau ca.

“Céi gi thé nay?”

Reacher quay lai thiy me ctia Jeb Oliver dimg sau lung. Ba ndm chét tay Ién ram cira, nhur thé ba khong mu6n bude qua ngudng cira.

Reacher n6i, “Mot chiéc xe tai.”

“Céi d6 thi thiy rdi.”

“N6 Ia cua Jeb?”

“T6i chura bao gioy thy no trudc déy.”

“Hién l4i xe gl trude khi ¢6 chiée xe to mau d6 kia?”

“Khong phéi chiéc nay.”

Reacher bude toi gan chiéc xe dé nhin vao trong qua cira kinh bén tai xé. S6 tay. Bui ban. Pong hd cho biét s6 diim da di rit cao. Nhung khong c6 réc.
Chiée xe tai da ting I3 nguoi phuc vy trung thanh cua ai do, ho str dung nhung khong hanh ha né.

Ngudi dan ba lp lai, “Toi chura timg thiy nd.”

C6 v& nhur n6 da & d6 tir Au Eim roi. Bon banh xe da gin xep. N6 khong boc mii xiing dau. N6 lanh Ko, tro'i ra, phit mt méng bui. Reacher quy
xuong, xem bén dudi gamxe. Chang c6 gi ca. Chi mt bo khung xe, dat cli dong banh, tray trya do da soi.

Ong hoi vong Ién, “Chiéc xe ndy da ¢ dy bao 1au rdi?”
“Toi khong biét.”
“Hin gin 6 khoa Ién cira khi nao?”

“C6 I hai théng trude.”



Reacher lai dirg 1én.

Ngudi dan ba hoi, “Anh mudn tim c4i gi viy?”

Reacher quay lai d6i dién ba va nhin vao mt ba. Hai ddng tir mo lon.

Ong n6i, “Mudn biét thém ba thudng an diém tim hing ngay thir gi thoi.”

Ba mim cudi, “Anh nghi 1 Jeb ndu in [33] trong niy a?”

[33]: Nu an (cook): tiéng 16ng chi viée diéu ché methamphetamine nghiép dur.

“Khong phai thé sao?”

“Cha duogng ctia né mang qua.”

“Ba ¢6 chong a?”

“Hét roi. Nhung ong Ay van mang qua.”

Reacher n6i, “Jeb da sitr dung hom ti thir Hai.”

Nguoi dan ba lai mim cuoi. “Mot ba me ¢6 thé chia s¢ v6i con minh chir. Phai khong nao? Néu khong thi c6 me dé lim gi nita?”
Reacher quay di nhin chiéc xe tai mdt lin nita. “Tai sao hin dé chiéc xe cii khoa lai trong nay con chiéc moi thi dé ngoai troi mura nang nhur vay?”
Nguoi dan ba noi, “T6i chiu thua. Jeb luon lam theo y riéng cuia nd.”

Reacher tré ra khoi can nha kho va dung timg canh cira lai. RSi 6ng ding céc ngdn céi 4n cac chdt cira vo trong céc 16 bi v ctia ching, Stre néing ciia
céi khda lai 161 ching bat ra mdt nira. Ong co [am cho né trdng gon gang hét mirc 6 thé, 161 6ng bd nd day va bude di

Ngudi dan ba hoi v6i theo, “Jeb ¢ bao g trd vé nita khong?”
Reacher khong tra 10i.

Chiéc Mustang dang quay i v& huréng Bic nén Reacher l4i v& huréng Bic. Ong bt CD that I6n va chay tiép murdi ddm theo mdt con dudng thing
bang, nham dén mot chén trdi khong bao gio dén.

Raskin dao huyét cho chinh minh bing mot chiéc xe fﬂ,dét Caterpillar. N6 ciing 1a chiég xe ui da duoc ding dé san bang khu dat ciia The Zec. Chiég xe
6 mOt xéng xlic nira met voi bon réang bang thép. Chiée xéng chm réi ngoam tirng mieng dat xop mém va do chiing sang mot bén. Tieng may hét gam
Ién lai chdm Iai, va nhitng bum khdi diesel déu dan téa day troi Indiana.

Raskin ra doi trong thoi ky Lién bang X6 viét, va hén da chimg kiér} phiéu diéu. Afghanistan, Chechnya, cubc bién dong ngoai sirc tuwong turgng &
Moscow. Mot ké khac trong tinh canh cta hén thi ¢6 & da cheét nhi€u lan roi, va dieu d6 cong voi tur trong dinh ménh ty nhién cia ngwdi Nga lam cho
hén tuyét doi lAnh dam véi s6 phan cua minh.

The Zec da n6i, “Ukase.” [34] Mot ménh lénh tir mdt thdm quyén tuyét d6i.

[34]: Nghiém Enh.

Raskin da dap, ‘“Nichevo.” [35] Khong cé gl quan trong,

[35]: Tuan thiy, khong ¢6 gi quan trong (tiéng Nga).

Tiép d6 hén nd may chiéc xe vi. Hin chon mot diém dam cong nhin nghiérll da khong thafly dugc boi cai Kkhéi df} s0 ctia ngdi nha che chiin. Hén dao mot
cdi ranh gon gang, rong nira met, dai mét tam, sdu mét tim Han do cho dat vira dao chat dong bén tay phai, v huéng Dong, nhu mot rao chén gira
chinh minh va qué nha. Khi da lim xong, han lui xe khoi c4i ho va it mdy. Leo xudng khoi buong mdy va cho. Khong c6 chuyén tron chay ¢ ddy. Bo
chay 14 v6 ich. Néu han bo tron, thi thé nao dinita ho ciing timra, va lic do thi hin s& khong can dén cai huyét lam gi. Ho s& ding bao dyng rac, nam
hay sau cai. Ho s& ding dy dién dé niém phong cac manh cua han trong bao nhyra den lanh I8o. Ho s& bo gach vao chung voi thit ctia hén va ném may
cai bao xudng song,

Trude day hin da thiy chuyén ndy roi.

Ngoai xa, The Zec di ra khoi ngbi nha. Mot o gia thélp bé, to be, ¢d 16, lom khom, budc di véi toc do vira phai, tran tré quyén hrc va ning luong. Lio

bang ngang qua khoang dat go ghé, nhin xubng, nhin vé phia trurge. Nam muroi thude, mot trdm. Lao dén gan Raskin va dimg lai. Lio thoc ban tay tan
phé vao ti va Ky ra mot khdu sting luc nhd, ngdn céi tay trai va gde clia ngdn trd kep qua vong cd sing. Lio gio sing ra, va Raskin nhan Ky.

The Zec ndi, “Ukase.”



Raskin dap, “Nichevo.” Mot tiéng ngfin, hoa nhé, nhiin nhiin, nhur de rien trong tiéng Phép, nhur de nada trong tiéng Tay Ban Nha, nhu prego trong tiéng
Y. Thua ngai, t6i tiry thugc vao ménh IEnh ctia ngai.

The Zec ndi, “Camon.”

Raskin bude dén phin cudi hep ctia cai ranh. M 6 dan ctia khdu sting luc va thiy mot vién dan duy nhit. Dng 6 dan lai, xoay cho t6i khi né ndm ding
chd. Réi hidn kéo ¢o sing ra sau va dat nong sing vao miéng. Han quay lai dé ddi dién voi The Zec va quay lung lai cai rénh. Hén i lai sau cho t6i khi
g6t chan dat trén mép hd. Hin dtmg yén, thing, thiang bang va diém tinh, nhur mdt van dong vién kin ctia Olympic dang chuin bi cho mdt cti nhay 1bn
nguoc rat khé tir tim van trén cao.

Hén nhim it lai.
Hin bop co.

Trong vong mjt dam quanh do, nhitng con qua den bay 1én huyén ndo trong bau troi. Mau, ¢, va xuong ban 1én qua anh ndng theo mot duong parabol
tuyét dep. Xac Raskin ngd ngira ra sau va roi xubng, dudi thing va do ra dudi day ranh. Bay qua lai s xubng dat va tleng dong yéu 6t ctia nhitng céi
méy nghién d4 ngodi xa lai tré v& va nghe nhu im bt. R&i The Zec tréo vao budng 1i chiée xe tii va md mdy. Nhing can gat ¢6 nhimg cai nim to nhur
vién bi-a, nén o diéu khién ching d& dang chi vi Iong ban tay minh.

* % %

Reacher dimg lai cach thanh phd muoi Bim diim vé hudng Béc va dau chiéc Mustang trén doan duong tranh rong rai s6i hinh chit V tao thanh ¢ goc clia
hai khoanh rudng hinh tron that I6n gap nhau. Nhitng khoanh rudng nam & khap noi, Bac, Nam, Pong, Tay, khoanh nay ndi tiép khoanh khac thanh hang
vO tan. Moi khoanh c6 try turéi riéng, Moi tru déu dang xoay ctng mot nhip chim va nhan nai.

Ong tit méay xe va budc xuong, Ong d(mg viron vai va ngap. Khong khi ddy hoi nuréc tir nhitng chiéc tru twdi. Nhin gan, nhitng tru twéi nhu nhimg cd
méy cong nghiép khong 16. Nhu nhitng phi thuyen cta nguoi ngoai hanh tinh vira dau xuong. C6 mot cot Ky nude trung tim dimg thing & gitta mbi
khoanh rudng, nhur i mot c4i dng khoi cao bang kim loai. Can ctia try tudi viron ra theo chidu ngang va phun nurde ra tir hang trim voi diit cach quang
theo chidu dai ciia n6. O dau ngoai cing ctia can trdi cd midt ci chén thing dumg chéng d trong hrong ctia nd. O dudi cling ciia cai chan B mt cai
banh xe v6 bing cao su. Céi banh xe to nhu banh méy bay. N6 lin vong quanh mdt vét da mon, kién tri khong nghi.

Reacher nhin va cho cho t6i khi chiéc banh xe trong khoanh rudng gan nhét tién dén gan. Ong di lai va budc doc theo n. Giir nhip vdi nd. Chiéc banh xe
gAn nhur ngang thit heng ctia 6ng, Con céi tru tudi thi cao qua dau dng nhiéu. Ong gt cho banh xe ndm bén phai ctia minh va theo n6 di sudt vong tron
dai theo chiéu kim ddng hd. Ong dang di qua dam swong mil min. Lanh. C4i tru tudi rit Ién thét I6n. Chiéc banh xe nhe nhang viron 1én rdi ha xubng thap.
Mot vong that dai. Can tudi c6 1& dai dén mdt tram ndm muroi bo, do d6 vét duong mdn bao quanh dai hon ba triam thudc. Pinhén véi | duong kinh. Dién
tich la Pi nhén véi ban kinh binh phuong, do d6 né s& Ion hon sau nghin ba tram met vudng. C6 nghiia la nhiig goc bo hoang cong lai gan mdt nghin bay
trm mét vubng, Hon hai muroi mbt phan tram. Hon bén trim mét t vudng & mbi goc. Nhur nhimg hinh dang trong cc goc ctia mit tam bia. Chiéc
Mustang dang d4u & mdt trong bon goc, xap xi cling ¢& voi mot 16 dan.

Nhur mdt trong nhitng 16 dan ctia Charlie, trong goc ctia o giy.

Reacher tr6 lai noi 6ng da khoi dau, hoi bi udt, doi gidy thuyén ciia 6ng lim bin. Ong bude ra khoi vong tron va dimg yén trén 16p soi, nhin vé huéng
Tay. Trén chan troi dang xa, mdt d4m qua dot nhién bay lén 16i ha )u]éng, Reacher tr6 lai xe va mo miy. Tim duoc méy cai kep & thanh chén trén dau va
chiéc nit van trén bang diéu khién, 6ng ha mui Xuong Ong xem dong hd. Ong con hai gio nita moi dén cudc hen & vin phong ctia Franklin. Ong nga lung
xuongghe va dé cho ning hong kho 4o quan Ong]aytambla gidy gap tur tir trong tli ra va ngimné mot ki lau. Ongngunno Gio n6 Ién anh niit troi va
dé anh nang chiéu xuyén qua nhimng chiéc 16 tron nhén nhyi. Rdi 6ng cat nd lai vao tii. Ong nhin 1én, khong thiy gi ca  ngoai i bau troi. Ong nhim mét cho
khoi chéi r6i suy nghil vé ban ngdl va dong co, ao tudng va thure tai, pham toi va vo 01, va ban chét that su cta su ngau nhién.

Ban dang doc truyén Mot Phdt Mot Mang dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.

Chuong 26

Chuong 13

Emerson doc hét nhitng bdo cdo ciia Bellantonio. Thiy Reacher da goi cho Helen Rodin. Ong khong ngac nhién chit nao. Chéc hin c6 nhiéu cude goi
loai d6. Cac ludt su va nhimg nguoi lim chuyén, dang can man viet lai lich str. Khong c6 gi qua ngac nhién ¢ do. Roi 6ng doc cap céu hoi cua
Bellantonio: C6 phai Reacher thuan tay trai khong? Han cé chiéc xe nao khong?

Tré 10 Rét ¢6 thé, va Rat c6 thé. Newoi thudin tay tréi khong hiém. Trong hai muroi ngudi thi ¢6 bon hay niim ngwoi | thuan tay tréi. Va gitr ddy Reacher
da c6 mt chice xe, dicu do Ia chac chan. Han khong c6 miit trong thi tran, va han khong di bang xe buyt. Do d6 han dang c¢6 mdt chiec xe, va gan nhur
chac chan da ¢ mot chiéc tir trurde.


http://ebookfull.net

Roi Emerson doc t& sau cing: James Barr da ¢6 mit & can ho ctia Alexandra Dupree. Chuyén d6 1a cai quai gi vay?
Theo ban db ciia Ann Yanni, vin phong cua Franklin la diém chinh gitta trong mdt mG r6i mit nhimng con dudng ngay gitra trung tam thanh phd. Khong

phai mdt dia chi ly twdng. Khong 6t chiit ndo. Cong trudng xay dung, thoi khiic bit dau g0 cao diém, hru thong chim trén dudng phia dudi. Reacher s&
phai tréng cay rat nhiéu vao nhig tim kinh den ctia cong ty Ford Motor. Chéc chéin 1 thé rdi.

Ong md may va nang lai mui xe. R6i 6ng chay cham chim ra khoi con duong soi va nhim hurdng Nam Ong lai chay ngang qua noi 6 cta Oliver sau
muroi hai phit, 1& vé hudng Tay vao con duong xuyén hat, roi lai vé hudng Bac trén con duong c6 bon lan xe vao thi tran.

Emerson tyc"r lai bo céo cia Bellantonio vé dién thoai c}i d(f)ng., Ree}cher dg?t goi cho Helen Rodin. Ho c6 cong viéc. Ho ‘cc') chuyén dé thao luan. Sém
mudn gl han cling s€ quay lai voi 6 ta. Hay ¢ ta s&€ dén voi hin. Ong nhac dién thoai Ién. Néi chuyén voi nhan vién di€u véan ctia ng,

Ong n6i, “Cho mot chiéc xe cai trang dén vin phong ctia Helen Rodin. Néu c6 ta roi vin phong thi hily theo doi”

Reacher ldi qua nha tro. Ong ngdi cui thip xudng va liéc nhin ngang, Khong ¢6 dAu hiéu hoat dong ndo. Khong c6 gidm sat 16 rang. Ong 14i qua tiém cit
toc, 101 tiém ban sting, Xe c§ luu thong lam 6ng chim lai khi tiép dén doan xa 19 treo. Ro6i 6ng chdm lai hon n&;l, bang vdi toc do di bo. Guong mat 6ng
chi cach nguoi di bo bén tay phai 6ng vai bd. Cach nhitng tai x¢ bi ngung lai bén tay trdi ong vai by. Pudng bon lan xe, hai lan hudng vao thanh phd
chay cham, hai lan hudng ra khoi thanh pho dimg yén.

Ong mudn tranh xa khoi via he. Ong bat dén bao 1& va An qua kin ké bén. Tay tai x¢é sau vai 6ng khong hai long im. Reacher nghi, Dimg ban tim. Tao
da tap li bang chiéc tai hai tin rudi co diy. DA c6 thoi 18 ra tao ctr viée can thing Ién may.

Lan xe bén trai chay nhanh hon mot chit. Reacher bo qua nhiing chiéc bén tay phai. Nhin nhanh t6i trude. Co mdt chiée xe tuén tra ¢ phia trude, cach
ba xe. Trén lan bén phai. Co deén xanh & dang xa. Xe & lan bén trai dang cham chap tién dén n6. Xe trén lan bén phai tién dén no con cham hon nita.
Tirng chice xe ndi ticp nhau tién den lan son, dirng lai mot chit r6i vot qua khoang trong. Khong ai muon chan duong ca. Gio thi Reacher cach sau cdi xe
canh sat hai xe. Ong lan lita. G2 phia sau dng cau kinh nhan coi. Reacher nhich tdi trude. Gio thi ong cach sau xe canh sat chi mot xe.

DBen vang bat lén.

Chiée xe truée Reacher phong nhanh.

Peén do bat én.

Tay canh sat dimng xe ngay & vach va Reacher dimg ngay bén hong xe hén.

Ong chong cti cho Ién thanh gac tay va 6m Jay dau. Dudi rong cac ngon tay ra dé ¢b che gurong mit minh cang nhidu cang tot. Nhin thing, ngay dudi
thanh chéin du xe, nhin dén giao thong, cau cho nd do6i mau.

Helen di thang méy xu6ng hai ting va gip Ann Yanni trong khu tiép tan cia NBC. NBC dang tra hrong cho Franklin, do d6 I& cong bang 1 Yanni can
¢6 it trong cude hop. Ho cing di thang miy xudng nha dé xe va kén chiéc Saturn cua Helen. Chay Ién duong doc ri ra ngoai troi nang. Helen nhin qua
phai roi 1€ trai. Khong nhan ra mot chiec Impala mau xam chay ra tir vé duong phia sau cach xe c6 hai nmuroi thude.

* % %

Peén do bat lau nhu mot thé ky. Rdi dén xanh bat én va gi sau xe Reacher nhin coi khién tay com quay sang nhin. Reacher chay ra khoi tam nhin ctia
hén va khong ngodi lai. Ong len 16i vao kin duong 18 trai va chiéc xe canh sat chay vut ngang bén phai ctia 6ng. Reacher thiy no lai bi ket ¢ phia trudc.
Ong khong mudn kip lai tinh canh hai xe dimg st bén nhau lan nita nén ong van theo in bén trai. Ong nhin ra minh tr6 lai con dudng co6 tiém tap hoa
ctia Martha. Ludng xe trén duong ndy ciing nghén cing, Ong nhdm nguoi trén ghé va md i quan. Lan chon nhitng dng xu. Tim duge mdt dong hai
muoi lAim xu. Can nhac hai muroi thirde, ba muroi, bbn muroi.

Cé lam

Ong tat xe vao khu dét nho xiu ctia Martha. Van dé may nd, bude xubng, bude vong qua i xe dén mot may dién thoai cong cong gin trén turdng. Ong
b ddng hai muroi lim xu vao khe may va iy tAm danh thiép bi xé ctia Emerson ra. Chon sb ctia s canh sat va bim so.

Nhén vién tryre ban hoi, “Toi c6 thé gitp gi day?”

Reacher hdi, “Cénh sat ha?”

“Néi di, thua ong.”

Reacher giit giong ndi nhanh va nho, voi v va khg. “K¢é trén td truy ni y? To mi miy ong dang phat cho moi ngudi d6?”
“Vang, thua 6ng?”’

“Hin dang & ngay dy, ngay by gio.”



“O dau?”

“Trong quan ban thirc an nhanh ctia toi, c4i quén trén dudng bn 1n & phia Bic thi trin ké tiém ban 16p xe. Gior héin dang & bén trong, & qudy, dang an.”
“Ong c6 chic 14 tén d6 khong?”

“Trong gibng nhur tAm hinh.”

“Hin c6 xe khong?”

“M6t chiéc Dodge to mau do.”

“Thua 6ng, ong tén gi?”

Reacher dép, “Tony Lazzeri.”” Anthony Michael Lazzeri, hiéu sut.273 trong 118 Jan ra san & chdt hai trong ndm 1935. V& nhi.

Reacher nghi ring ching niy chéc ma 6ng s& can chuyén qua chét ké tiép. Poi Yankees khong co di cau thi giir chét thir hai, cling khong nhiéu nam
khong doat vo dich.

Tay nhén vién tryc ban n6i, “Ching t6i dang dén do, thua ngai”
Reacher ctip mdy va Ién xe trd lai. Ngdi yén cho t6i khi ong nghe hdi coi hu thir nhit dang chay vé& hudng Béc.

Helen Rodin chay durgc nira duong xudng dudng s Hai thi c bat gap mot chuyén dong bét thuong trong kinh chleu hau. Mot chiée Impala miu xam
lang ra khoi lin xe cach phia sau c6 ba chiéc rdi quay ngogt mit duong rd dai qua dam xe 6 1di lao ngwoc lai vé 16i i né da chay dén.

C6 n6i, “Thing dién.”

Ann Yanni xoay nguoi lai.

C6 ta noi, “Xe canh sat. Nhin méy cai cin ang-ten 1 biét ngay.”

Reacher dén vin phong ctia Franklin muon khoang murdi phit. N6 la mot toa nha bang gach, hai ting, Tang dudi trong gidng nhur mdt co s& cong nghiép
nhe nao d6 bibo hoang. N6 ¢6 cira chép bang thép trén khip cac canh ctra va ctra s6. Nhung nhiing cira s0 trén Jau thi c6 nhing birc rém che c6 dén
phia sau ching. C6 mdt cau thang bén ngoai dan 1én mot canh cira ting trén. C6 mdt tAm bang bang nhra méu tring trén clra ‘Phong diéu tra Franklin.
Co6 mdt khu dau xe ngang véi mit duong: chi mdt khoang 4t rai nhya sau cerng mdt than xe va du rdng cho sau chiéc dau. Chiéc Saturn mau gcanh la
cdy ctia Helen Rodin dang ¢ d6, mdt chicc Honda Civic mau xanh lo, va mbt chiéc Chevy Suburban mau den dai t6i mirc nh6 ra ngoai via he dén ca tac.
Reacher doan chiéc Suburban 1a cua Franklin. C6 € chi€c Honda 1a ctia Rosemary Barr.

Ong l4i xe qua d6 mi khong giam toc do roi chay vong quanh khdi phb. Khéng nhin thdy gi dang ngd. Do do6 ong dau chiéc Mustang ké bén chiéc
Saturn, budc xudng va khoa cira lai. Chay én cau thang va budc vao ma khong go cira. Ong thiy minh trong mdt hanh ]ang ngan c6 nha bep nho bén
tay phai va cai ma 6ng doan I nha vé sinh bén tay trai Ongc6 thp nghe tiéng noi trong mdt cin phong 16n phia trude mit. Opg budc vao, thiy Franklin
ngdi & ban gidy, Helen Rodin va Rosemary Barr ng6i trén hai chiéc ghé kéo sat nhau dang trd chuyén, va Ann Yanni nhin chiéc xe ctia minh qua ctra sO.
Ca bon nguoi quay lai khi 6ng bude vao.

Helen hoi 6ng, “Ong c6 biét thuat ngit y hoc nao khong?”

“Cuthé la g?”

C6 dap, “PA. Mot béc si viét thé. Mot kiéu viét tit sao do.”

Reacher liéc nhin c6. Rdi nhin Rosemary Barr.

Ong 1n6i, “Dé t6i doan xem Bénh vién chin doan cho James Barr. Chic chin [a mt ca nhe.”

Rosemary n6i, “Giai doan dau. Du i ctia cai gi di nita.”

Helen hoi, “Lam sao 6ng biét?”

Reacher n6i, “Do tryc giac.”

“No Ia cai gi?”

Reacher ndi, “Guom da. Hay lam cho c6 thir tur.”” Ong quay qua Franklin, “Cho t6i biét nhitng gi anh biét vé céc nan nhén.”

Franklin noi, “Néim nguoi ngdu nhién. Khong c6 sy lién h¢ néo gitta bt ky ai trong s6 ho. Khong thue sy lién hé véi bét ky céi gi. Chédc chéin khong c6
moi lién hé nao voi James Barr. To6i nghi anh hoan toan dung, Han khong ban ho vi mdt Iy do nao ctia minh.”



Reacher ndi, “Khong, t6i di sai hoan toan. Tinh hinh 13, James Barr da khong bén ho.”

Grigor Linsky budc Iui vio trong mot 6 cira tdi va bAm dién thoai di dong

Hin n6i, “Emda di theo mot linh cam.”

The Zec hdi, “Linh camnao?”

“Vico comcanh ¢ van phong con nho luét su, em nghi thing linh s& khong thé dén gip nd. Nhung 16 rang i ching van con cong viée. Vi thé emnghi co
I& con nhd s& dén véi gd. Va nd da dén. Emda theo nd. Ngay bay gio ching dang & trong véan phong 130 tham tir véi nhau. Véi con em gai nita. Va nu
dan ba ¢ chuong trinh tin ke trén ti vi.”

“May thing kia c6 dang di voi miy khong?”

“Bon em canh hét ca day phd roi. Pong, Tay, Nam, Bic.”

The Zec n6i, “Ngdi yén d6. Ta s& lién lac lai v6i may.”

Helen Rodin néi, “Ong mudn giai thich i khang dinh d6 chir?”

Franklin ni, “Ching clr qua vimg chic thé kia.”

Ann Yanni mim cuoi. Cau chuyén day r6i.

Rosemary chi nhin dam dam.

Reacher n6i vdi ¢, “C6 ¢4 mua cho anh ¢d mdt cai radio. Mot cai hiéu Bose. Dé nghe tuong thudt cac tran bong, Hin ndi voi ti nhur vay. CO c6 mua
cho hin mon gi khac khong?”

“Vidu cai gi?”

“Ao quin ching han.”

Co dap, “Poi khi.”

“Quén dai?”

Co dap, “Poi khi.”

“Conao?”

C nhéc lai vo hon, “C&a?”

“Anh ciia ¢6 mic quan ¢d nao?”’

“Vong bung ba muroi tur, dng dai ba muroi tur.”
Reacher n6i, “Chinh xac. Han khé cao.”
Helen hoi, “Piéu ndy giip gi cho chiing ta?”

Reacher hoi ¢, “C0 biét gi vé nhimg trd choi véi con sd khong? Nhimg con sb bi mit quan sur ngity xura, x6 sb clia tiéu bang, vé s Powerball, nhitng
thr dai loai nhu the?”

“Chiing thi c6 sao?”
“Céi gi | phin kho nhét ctia ching?”

Ann Yanni dap, “Viéc thing giai.”

Reacher mim cuoi, “Tir quan diém ctia ngudi choi, thi dung 1 vAy. Nhung phan khé nhét ctia ngudi t chire i viée chon ra nhimg con sb thuce sw ngau
nhién. Con ngudi rét kho nim bét duoc sy ngau nhién that sy. Ngy xa xura, nhimg ngudi chon s str dung cac trang kinh doanh trén bao chi. Ho s&
thoa thuan trude, c6 thé I trang thir hai ctia gia chimg khodn, ¢6 thé cot thir hai, hai con s6 sau ciing trong sau gia dau tién dugc dua ra. Hay sdu gia sau
cing, hay sdu gia & giita, hay bat cir cai g Diéu do ciing kha gin véi s ngu nhién tht swr. Hién nay, nhitng cudc x6 s6 16n sir dung nhitng miy moc
phirc tap. Nhung cac ban van tim dugc nhimg nha toan hoc ¢6 thé chimg minh ring cac két qua khong that sur 1 nghu nhién. Bi vi con ngudi mra
may moc.”

Helen hoi, “Chuyén nay gifip ching ta thé nao day?”



Reacher d4p, “Chi d mdt dong suy nghii thoi. Toi ngdi sudt budi chiu trong xe ciia ¢ Yanni, swdi ndng va suy nghi v& viée thi dic duoc sy ngiu nhién
that sy thi kho khin nhu thé nao.”

Franklin néi, “Dong suy nghii ctia ong lac 16i ri. James Barr bin chét nam ngudi. Chimng ctr ranh ranh ra.”

Reacher n6i, “Anh da g la mot tay com. Anh tir dét minh vao nguy hiém. Canh chirng, triét ha, nhitng tinh hudng 4p Iurc cao, nhitng gio phit cuc ky
cang thang, Anh s€ lam di€u gi dau tién sau §67”

Franklin liéc nhin dam phu ni.

Ong dap, “Vao nha vé sinh.”

Reacher n6i, “Chinh xac. Toi cling viy. Nhung James Barr khong lam vy. Bao cao ctia Bellantonio tir nha cta Barr cho tlﬁyﬂbui Xi ImAng trong nha xe,
nha })ép, phong khach, phong ngi va tang ham Nhung khong c6 trong nha vé sinh. Vay thi han vé nhd, nhung hin khong di tiu cho t6i sau khi thay do
va tam? Va lam sao han lai c6 thé tam ma khong vao nha v¢ sinh day?”

“C6 thé hén dimg lai trén durong,”

“Hén chura bao gior c6 mit ¢ do.”

“Hén da co mit & do, Reacher a. Con chimg cir thi sao?””

“Khéng c6 chimg cir ndo n6i rang hén da c6 mét ¢ do.”

“Anh khing rdi 47"

“Chimg ctr cho biét ring chiéc xe ctia hin c6 niit & d6, va gidly ctia héin, va quén ctia hiin, va 4o choang cta hén, va sting ctia hén, va dan ctia hén, va
dong hai muroi im xu ctia han, nhung khdng c6 dicu gi cho bict rang hian da c6 mit & d6.”

Ann Yanni hoi, “Ai d6 da gia mao hén sa0?”
Reacher n6i, “Cho dén ting chi tiét. LAi xe ctia hiin, mang gidy va 4o quin ctia hin, ding stng ctia hdn.”
Franklin néi, “Chuyén nay 1a do anh tuéng tuwong thoi.”

Reacher ndi, “N6 gii thich v& cdi 4o mura. Mot mon do rong thing thinh che phi hét moi thir chi trir chiée quan jeans? C6 1y do ndo khéc dé mic mjt
chiéc 40 mura trong mit ngay nang rao day?”

Rosemary hoi, “Hén [ ai?”

Reacher ni, “Hay xemnay.”

Ong dtmg yén, 16i 6ng bude t6i mdt budc.

Ong n6i, “Quén ciia t6i dng dai ba muroi bay inch. Toi bang ngang phan mdi lim ciia nha dé xe trong ba muroi im séi chan. Chan ctia James Barr dai ba
nwoi tu inch, c6 nghia 1a han s€ mat khoang ba nuroi tam sai chan dé€ di nhu t61. Nhung theo Bellantonio thi nguoi ta dém duogc dén bon muroi tdm sai
chan.”

Helen n6i, “Vay I mot ké rit thip.”

Rosemary noi, “Charlie.”

Reacher n6i, “Toi cling nghi nhu thé. Nhung r(A?i t0i di Kentucky. Ban dAu fa vi toi n116n xac minh mot chuyén khéac. Toi chi nghi rang c6 18 James Barr
khong ban gioi the. Toi da xem hién truong. Ban ra tr0. Ma murdi bon ndm trude han ban giol, nhung khong phai ki qua xuat sac. Va khi t6i gap han
trong bénh vién thi da trén vai phai cta hin khong c6 han dau. Va muon ban nhu han da ban thi phai tap luyén. Ma nguoi tap ban s€ bi vet thim bam
trén vai. Nhu mot vet chai. Han khong c6 vet chai d6. Vi vay t6i nghi mot ke khoi dau trung binh thi chi ¢6 the lut ngh¢ dan theo thoi gian. Nhat la khi
hén khong tap luyén nhiéu nira. Bidu do 1a hop 1y, phai khong nao? Rét co the han da di t6i mirc khong thé lam duoc vy giét ngudi trong ngay thir Sau.
Pon gian 1a do thieu kha ning. D6 1a diu t6i da nghil. Vi thé t6i xuong Kentucky tim hiéu dé biet chac rang han da It nghé dén thé nao.”

Helen hoi, “Va?”?

Reacher dép, “Han d4 bin gioi hon. Gioi hon nhidu. Khong Iut nghé. Xem ddy ndy.” Ong Iy tim bia gidy ra khoi tii 40 va mo ra.

“Pay 1A tAm bia sau ciing trong ba muroi hai lan bén trong subt ba nim vira qua. Va né gioi hon nhiéu néu so v6i khi hin con & trong quan doi murdi bon

ném vé trude. Thit B ky di, phéi khong ndo? Han chi bén c6 ba trdm hai muroi vién trong ba néim qua, va hén lai xuat sac? Trong khi lfc truéc hén tlmg
ban hai nghin vién mot tuAn ma han chi dat dén mirc trung binh th6i?”



“Vay thi didu ndy c6 nghia gl day?”

“Mbi in xubng d6 hén déu di véi Charlie. Biu hanh trrong bén | mot tay vo dich trong Thity quén luc chién. Mot tay cuc ky wa nhéit nhanh. Tay nay
lru gii¥ tat ca cac tam bia da dugce sir dung. Co nghia 14 1an nao ciing vay, Barr ¢6 it nhat hai nhan chimg cho s diém han ban duge.”

Franklin néi, “Néu t6i bin duroc nhur thé thi t6i cling mudn ¢ nhén chimg.”

Reacher n6i, “Khong thé tré nén gioi hon néu khong tap luyén. Toi nghi sy thit |a héin da tro nén rdt té. Va cdi toi clia hén khong thé chip nhan dicu ndy.
Tay sing nao cting co tinh than dua tranh. Han biét rang gio day minh dom qua roi, hin khong thé doi mat voi diéu ny, hian muodn che gidu n6 di. Han
muon phod truong,”

Franklin chi vio tAm bia, “T6i khong thiy thé nay goi [ dom.”

Reacher noi, “Cai nay 1 d6 gia mao. Anh cr dra nd cho Bellantonio va ong ta s& chimg minh cho anh thiy.”

“Gia mao nhu thé nao?”

“T6i ca I cai nay dugc tao ra voi mt khau sing ngin. Chin ly, ttr mbt khoang cach du6i mjt met. Néu Bellantonio do nhimng cai 16, toi doan 14 6ng ta
s€ thily ching I6n hon nhiing 10 dan.308 bon muroi sau phan nghin inch. Va néu ong ta x¢t nghiém to' gidy, 6ng ta s& thiy thuoe sting con dinh lai trén do.
Vi t6i dodn 14 James Barr da di xuong cudi duong ban va tao ra nhitng céi lo nay tir khoang cach chi hai phén, chir khong phai cach ba tram thuée. Lan
nao cling déu nhur vay.”

“Anh nghi qua xa r6i.”

“N6 1 suy luan don gién thoi. Barr chura bao gios bin gii nhur thé ndy. Va cho réing hiin bin héin t¢ hon trudc ciing a d& hicu thoi. Néu héin bén t¢ hon it
thoi, thi hén dﬁ chiu thira nhén djéu QC'). Nhung han gé khéng thira nln?n dicu d6, nén chiing ta c6 thé cho rang han ban t¢ hon rat nhicu. T¢ dén ndi rat
nguong ve dieu do. Co thé &€ dén noi han khong thé ban tring to gidy phat nao ca.”

Khong mit ai én tiéng,

Reacher noi, “D6 | mdt gia dinh ¢6 stre thuyét phuc. Viée gid mao thanh qua vi nguong da chimg minh ring héin khong thé bén t6t nita. Néu hiin khong
thé bin t5t nita, thi hin da khong Bmvu ngy thir Sau.”

Franklin n6i, “Anh chi dang doan thoi.”

Reacher git dau, “Trude t0i da doan. Nhung gios thi t0i khong doan. Gior thi t0i biét chédc. Toi da bén mot phét & Kentucky. Tay kia bude ti bén, nhu |
mot nghi thirc d€ thdng qua. T6i da udng qua nhi€u ca phé. Toi run nhu dién. Gio thi t6i hiéu la James Barr s€ con t€ hon nhicu.”

Rosemary héi, “Vi sao vay?”

Reacher dap, “Vi hén bi chimg Parkinson. PA ¢6 nghia la Paralys1s Agitans [36], va do 1 tir cac béc si ding dé goi chimg Parkinson. Téi e ring anh ctia
¢ sip bi bénh ndy. Run rdy va co giat. Va khong ai trén doi bin sting trudng chinh xac dwoc khi b chimg Parkinson. Theo quan diém ctia t6i thi khong
nhitng hdn khong 1am vu ngdy thir Sau ma hén con khong ¢ kha ning lam dugc diéu d6 nira kia.”

[36]: Churng kich dong té liét.

Rosemary khong ndi gi. Tin tot va tin x4u. C6 nhin ra cira s6. Lai nhin xudng san. C6 mic do nhu mot qua phu. Ao lua den, vay om den, tat den, gidy da
son den got thip.

C6 ndi, “C6 1§ 6 I Iy do khién anh &y ludn ludn cau ban. C6 1& anh Ay cam thy n6 dang dén. Cém thiy bét luc va vurot qué khé niing kiém ché. Co thé
bat dau phan lai anh ay. Anh ay han cam ghét dieu do. Ai cling cam thay nhu vay.”

R6i ¢6 nhin thang vao Reacher.
C0 noi, “Toi da ndi voi 6ng rang anh ay vo o1 ma.”

Reacher n6i, “Thira ¢6, t6i xin ta 18i khong do du. C6 da ding. Anh 4y da hdi cai. Anh Ay giit 10i. Anh 4y dang duoc tin cy. Va toi rit tiéc 1 anh Ay bi
bé

“Gior thi ong phai gitip anh dy. Ong d hira nhur thé.”
“Toi dang gitp anh 4y. Tir t5i hom thir Hai t6i chi lam ¢ diéu nay.”
Franklin n6i, “Chuyén nay that | khing.”

Reacher n6i, “Khong. N6 ding y nhur nhitng gi ta hinh dung truc'rc’d('). C6 ai d6 gai cho James Barr rung, Nhung thay vi budc anh dy my, thi ho chi dan
canh nhu the anh ay da lam. Do 1a sy khac biét cd y nghia duy nhat trong chuyén ndy.”



Ann Yanni hoi, “Nhung n6 ¢6 kha ning xay ra nhu thé khong?””

“Tai sao khong? Hay nghi k¥ di. Hay do theo n6 di.”

Ann Yanni do theo cau chuyén. Co6 dlémlaltungdong tac nho, tir tir va cAn trong nhur mot dién vién. “Hién miic 40 quin va giay cua Barr, va ¢ I tim
théy mdt ddng hai muroi Bim xu trong lo. Hay trong chic i ndo d6. Hén xo gang tay, aé khong lam [An 16n d4u tay cta Barr. Hin da Ky céi tru chin
duong trong nha xe ctia Barr tir trudc, o thé trong ngay hom trudc. Hén Ay khiu stng trong tAng hAm. N0 da duoc chinh tay Barr nap dan tir trudc.
Hén 14i chiéc xe minivan ctia Barr xuong pho Hé.n 8 Tai moi déu vét. Tu lammmh vay bui xi ,rmnNg Ted vé ~cam nha va cAt lai moi thir §01 chpon Nhanh
voi, thdm chi khong kip di vao phong vé sinh. R6i mdt lic sau James Barr vé nha, roi vao chiéc bay giang san ma anh ta con khong bict 13 ton tai.”
Reacher n6i, “Chinh xac Ia nhitng gi t6i nghi.”

Helen hoi, “Nhung khi 6 thi Barr dang & dau?”

Reacher noi, “Ra ngoai.”

Franklin néi, “Dé 1a mdt sy trung hop ng'?lu nhién that hay.”

Reacher néi, “Toi khong nghi nhu vy. Toi nghi la ching sap dat mot chuyén gi 6 dé anh 4y khong can mili ky da. Anha dy ey rét 15 14 c6 di dau do.
R01 lai rat hung phan, nhu mt didu gi tot dep sép xay dén. Toi nghi ching dan canh cho anh ay gap ai do. Toi nghi 1 ching sap dat mdt cude gip gd
ngu nhién c6 thé dan dén mot két qua nao do. Toi nghi i anh Ay c6 mdt cude hen ho trong ngay thir Sau.”

“Hen ho voi ai?”

“C6 nang toc do chang han. Ching ding ¢6 by dé du toi. Co thé ching ciing ding c6 dy dé du Barr. Anh 4y méic dep trong ngiy thir Sau. Ban bao cao
1n6i ring vi ctia anh 4y trong mot chiéc quin tuwom tit.”

Helen hoi, “Vay thi ai that sy lam vy nay?”’

Reacher d4p, “Mot ké ndo d6 lanh nhu bing. Ké mi tham chi khong can di t& sau khi moi chuyén xay ra.”

Rosemary ni, “Charlie. Hin i hén. Phéi i hin. Hin nho con. Han quai di. Hén biét cin nha. Hin biét moi thir & du. Con ché quen véi hin.”

Reacher noi, “Hén ciing 3 mot tay sing rét t&. D6 1 Iy do khac dé t6i di Kentucky. Toi mudn thir nghiém gia thuyét d6.”

“Vay ké do la ai?”

Reacher dap, “Charlie. Chimg ctr cua hén ciing 1 gia mao. Nhung theo cach khac. Nhung c4i 10 trén cac tém bia ctia hin & khép moi chd. Ngoai triy
viée ching khong thét su & khap moi chd. Vi tri phan b ctia ching khong hoan toan I ngau nhién. Han c6 gang nguy trang viéc héin ban ioi nhur thé
ndo. Hin nhim vao nhitng diém bat ky trén to gidy va bén tring, timg phat ngay choc, tin t6i di. Thang hodc thay chan thi héin cho mdt vién vao ngay
hong tam. Hay héin chon mot goc phén tur ben ngoai vong ngoai cing va ban mot phat xuyén qua nd. C6 in hén khoan thung cabdn goc. Vin d& 13, anh
nhim diém nao cting khong quan trong, mién 1 anh bin tring nd. Chi do quy udc nén ching ta nhim vao hong tm. Nhim vao mot diém nao khac ciing
la cach tdp ban t6t y nhu thé. Tham chi mbt diém ném ngoai tam bia, nhur cai cdy ching han. 6 1 diéu ma Charlie thire hanh. Han 13 mit tay sing ghé
20m, chuyén can tap luyén, nhung lai c0 ra vé luc nao minh ciing ban trwot. Nhung nhur t6i da noi, con ngudi khong the thu dac duge sy ngau nhién that
su. Ludn ludn ¢6 nhitng md thire de theo.”

Helen hoi, “Tai sao hén lai am nhu thé?”

“Dé c6 bang ching ngoai pham.”

“Lam cho nguoi khac nghi 1 han khong biét ban?”

Reacher gt dau. “Hén nhan thiy tay chi trudng béan luru gitt lai nhig tAm bia da str dung. Hin B mdt tay chuyén nghiép méu lanh biét tinh trrde moi chi
tiét nho nhét.”

Franklin hoi, “Han 1 ai?”

“Tén thit ctia héin o Chenko va héin cing bon voi mdt biing ngudi Nga. C6 1& héin i bt cyru chién binh Hong quan. Chéc héin o mot trong nhig tay
ban tia cia ching, Va chiing rat giéi. Ching luon luon giéi.”

“Chiing ta lam thé nao dé tiép can voi hin?”
“Qua nan nhan.”
“Tr6 lai diém xuét phat roi. Cac nan nhan toan 1 ngd cut. Anh s& phai tim duoc mot thir gi hay ho hon thé.”

“Sép ctia hdn t xung 1 The Zec.”



“Tén gi ma ky quai vay?”

“N6 1 mot tir, chir khong phai 1 c4i tén. Tiéng 16ng thoi X6 viét ngdy xura. Zec ¢6 nghia i mot ti nhan cta trai lao dong. O dao Gulag thude Siberia.”
“Nhitng trai ti d6 i chuyén xuwa nhu tréi dét 161

“Diéu do6 cho biét The Zec 1a mdt ké rét gia. Nhung | mot tay gia dit din. Chic chin o ghé gém hon 1 ching ta c6 thé tdng twong duoc.”

The Zec thAm mét sau khi vat 1on hét hoi v6i chiée xe . Nhung 3o da quen bi mét. Lao da mét sudt sdu muroi ba nam roi. Lo da mét tix ngay ké bat
linh dén lang ciia ko, vao dau mia thu ndm 1942. Lang ctia o cach bon nghin dim khoi noi c6 ngudi gan nhit, va tay bit linh thudc tuyp nguoi Nga &
Moscow mi trude ddy chura ai timg thiy. Han nhanh nhen, kiéu hinh va tur tin. Hian khong cho phép tranh cai. Khong ban luan. Tt ca dan ong trong do
tudi tir murdi sau dén nam muroi phai di voi hén.

Lic d6 The Zec murdi bay. Ban dau ko bi bo sét vi dang & tii. Lio ngi véi vo ctia mdt tay Ion tudi hon, va danh thing cha d6 toi ta khi héin phan nan vé
chuyén d6. Thing cha bi d4nh thinh cu xin dirgc mién quan dich vi tinh trang thé chit ctia minh, roi héin n6i véi tay bét linh vé& ké hanh hung héin dang &
trong ti1. Tay bit linh non ndng lam cho di1 s6, vi thé The Zec bi 16i ra khoi nguc va durge bao sdp hang chung véi nhitng ngudi khac ¢ san ling. Lo vui
vé lam theo. Lio nghi réng minh dwoc ting mdt chuyén di dén mién tyr do. Lo nghil ring chi can ra di thi s& ¢ hang trim co hoi chd don.

Ldo da Am

Céc tan binh bj nhdt trong mdt chiée xe tai, rdi trong mdt con tau, trong mdt chuyén di kéo dai ndm tuan. Thil tuc tuyén quan chinh thirc vao Hong quan
dién ra trén dudng di. Quan phuc dugc phét ra, db len day, va mdt 4o choang, va mdt doi gidy bét bang da nhin, va mdt s6 lrong, Nhung khong co
Trong bong that gi ca. Khong vii khi. Va ciing khong hudn luyén, ngoai mdt lan tau dimg nhanh trén mot san ga day tuyét phit, noi do c6 mdt vi ty vién
ctr la the thé vao doan tau khda chit qua mjt cai loa khéng 16. Ga ctr lap di lap lai mdt bai dién vin don gian dai hai muoi ba tir ma sau d6 The Zec nhé
i ni: Dinh ménh thé giéi dang duogc quyét dinh & Stalingrad, noi cac anh s& chién d4u dén nguoi cudi cing cho qué huong.

Chuyén di dai nim tuan két thic trén b Dong ctia con song Volga, noi d6 céc tan binh dugc d6 xudng nhur stc vat va bude phai chay thing dén mot
nhomnho gitta nhitng chiéc pha cil trén song va nhimng chiéc du thuyen Céch nira ddm trén bo bén kia la mbt canh twong tir dia nguc. Mot thanh pho
16n hon bét cir thir gi ma The Zec da dugc nhin thiy trude ddy, dang d6 nat, ngun gt khoéi kira. Con song dang bung chdy va no tung vi dan sting cOL.
Trén bau troi may bay van vil, ching xép hang lao xudng tha bom, bén sting. Xac ngudi nga nghiéng khiip noi, va cac bd phén than thé, va ké bi thirong
dang rén la.

The Zec bi ddy xudng mot chiéc thuyén nho c6 mdt tm minh manh soc méu sic turoi vui. Linh trang chat nich trén thuyén. Khong ai nhiic nhich vao dau
duoc. Khong ai ¢6 vii khi. Chiée thuyén trdi vao dong mude dong clng va may bay roi trén do nhu rudi bu trén ddng ciit. Cude qua song kéo dai muroi
Jam phut va khi dén noi thi nguoi The Zec nhdy nhua méu ctia cac dong ngil.

Lo bi don Ién mdt ciu tau hep bang g5 va bi bit budc xép thanh hang mot, 10 chay vé huéng thanh phd, ngang qua mot tram nghi chén noi ma chang
thir hai ciia cudc hudn luyén quén sy dién ra: hai s quan hdu can phan phat nhirng khau stng da nap dan va nhitng bing dan dy phong trong mot chudi
luAn phién bét tan, v ngAm nga mot cAu mi sau ndy, voi The Zec, n6 bién thanh modt bai tho, hay mot ca khiic, hay mdt bai tung ca vé sy dién rd hoan
chinh va tron ven, Ip di lp lai khong ngirng nghi:

Anh cam siing bin

T61 khong sting theo sau

Khi anh bj giét

Toi nhét stng x6ng 1én bén tiép

"Ih@ Zec dugc trao cho mdt bing dan. Khong c6 sing. Lao bi lta x6ng t1, va mil quang chay th?o sau hung clia mot ké di trudc. Lao & vao mot goc
ph{). Ngang qua truée mét mot 6 sting mdy cua Hong quéan. Thoat dau, 3o nghi 1a niit trén rat gan. Nhung r@i mot vién chinh Gy cam co va mot cai loa‘
khong 10 khic gao Ién véi lio: Khong duoc quay lui! Néu may bude lui, du chi mjt bude, thi ching tao s& ban ha! Cho nén The Zec chay thyc mang vé
phia trude va 18 vao mot goc pho khéc, va lao vao mjt con mura dan cua bon Bure. Lao dimg lai, hoi quay ngudi, va bj triing ba phét vao tay va chan.
Lo ngd xubng va ndm lai trén phin con lai ctia mdt bire tdng gach bi pha hily, va chi trong vai phit 1 bi viii dudi mdt déng xdc ngudi cang lic cang
nhidu.

Ban dang doc truyén Mot Phat Mot Mang dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 27

Bon muroi tAm gid sau, o dén mot bénh vign da chién va ln dau am quen véi lugt phép quén doi X6 viét: khéic nghiét, néing né, bam sét hé tu twong,
nhung nghiém khac van hanh theo nhiing ludt I€ bi hiém ctia n6. Van d€ can ban cii 1a do viée 1o hoi quay ngudi lai: ¢d phdi céc vét thuong ctia lao 1a do


http://ebookfull.net

ke thﬁgﬁqTé Qudc gy ra hay khong, hay 14 o da thao luivé‘huéng sting cta chinh phe ta? Vi tinh trang nhap nhang 4y, 3o dugc bo qua an tir hinh va
thay thé bang viéc bi di€u ra tiéu doan trirg gioi. Tir d6 khdi dau mot tién trinh song sét kéo dai cho dén nay da sau nuroi ba nam

Mot tién trinh ma o quyét tam tiép tuc.
Lo bim s ciia Grigor Linsky.

Lo ndi, “Ching ta ¢6 thé tin rang théing linh dang tiét 10. Diu gi hén biét, gios thi bon ching déu biét. Do d6, da t6i lic ching ta thye hién cho minh mot
hop dong bao hiém”

k ok 3k

Franklin ndi, “Chiing ta that sw khong c6 gi tién trién ca. Phai khong no? Emerson s& khong doi ndo chip nhan mot chuyén gi ca, trir phi ching ta cung
cap cho han nhiéu hon nhitng gi ching ta ¢6 hién nay.”

Reacher ndi, “Vay thi nghién ctru ci danh sach nan nhan di.”

“Dicu do c6 thé kéo dai méi méi. Nam cude séng, nam tiéu str doi ngudi.”

“Véy ching ta hy tap trung.”

“Tuyét. Tuyét Fim. Vay hay cho t6i biét anh mudn t6i tap trung vao ai day.”

Reacher git ddu. Nho lai md ta ciia Helen Rodin vé diéu ma ¢ da nghe duoc. Phat dau tién, 101 ngung mot ti, 10i hai phat ké tiép. Roi mot khoang
ngimg khic, Jau hon mot chit, nhung that ra chi la mot tich tic, va rdi ba phat cubi cling. Ong nhim it lai. Trong tAm tri, 6ng hinh dung ra cai biu do
am thanh ttr by phan ghi 16i nhan ctia chiéc dién thoai di dong. Hinh dung lai chinh minh d& md phong lai, trong nh sang ti mi ctia nha ddu xe m6i, canh
tay phai viron ra nhur mt khau sing: tach, tach-tach, tach-tach-tach.

Ong 16}, “Khong phai phat dAu tién. Khong phai phat dAu tién khi stng con lanh. Khong bao dam € tring vao bét cir thir g voi phat d6. Do do, nan
nhAn dAu tién 1 vO nghia. Chi i gop phannguytrang Ciing khong phéi i ba phét cubi. D6 1 pang-pang-pang. Phat bin truot c6 chi ¥, va nguy trang
thém nita. Lic d6 cong viéc da hoan tat roi.”

“Vay thi, phat thir hai hay phat thir ba. Hay ca hai phat luon.”

Tach, tach-tach.

Reacher mé mit ra.

Ong noi, “Phat thir ba. O ddy co mdt nhip diéu. Phat me dau thir nhét, rdi phét bét nhip, va roi phét &n tién. Muyc tiéu. Roi nghi. Mét hiin dang dén vao
sau ong ngam Han dang kiém tra xem muyc ti€u da bi ha chua. Thay r6i. Vay thém ba phat cudi.”

Helen hoi, “Nguoi thir ba 1a ai?”
Franklin dap, ‘Nguoi phu nit.”

Linsky goi cho Chenko, roi Viadimir, va roi Sokolov. Hin gii thich nhi¢m vu va siét chéit lai hing ngil. Vain phong ciia Franklin khong c6 16i bu. Chi c6
mdt cau thang phd ra. Chiéc xe ctia muc tiéu & ngay bén thémkia. DE ot.

Reacher néi, “Cho t6i biét vé& nguoi phu nir d6.”

Franklin xoc lai m& ghi chép. Sép chiing theo mdt trét tur tru tién moi.

Ong n6i, “Tén ba ta a Oline Archer, kiéu ngudi Cap-ca-do, ¢6 gia dinh, khong con, ba muroi bay tudi, sbng & mot ving ngoai 6 v& hudng Tay.”
Reacher néi, “Lam trong toa nha S Dang kiém. Néu ba ta i myc tiéu xéc dinh, thi Charlie phai biét ba ta & dau va khi nao ba s& dira.”
Franklin gat du. “Lam viéc cho S& Pang kiém. D3 duoc mdt nim rudi roi”

“Chinh xac 13 im vé phén gi?”

“Quan tri van phong, Lam bét ctr viéc gi ma ho am & trong d6.”

Ann Yanni hoi, “Vay thi chuyén ndy c6 dinh liu dén cong viée khong?”

Franklin n6i, “Do ho so dé qua lu chira xir ly a? Hinh chin dung chup x4u dan trén bang l4i xe ching? Toi ngd qué. Toi dd xem co s6 dit liu ctia qubc
gia. Thu ky ctia S& Pang kiém khong bi khach hang giét bao gio. Chuyén d6 khong xay ra dau.”

Helen Rodin hoi, “Thé con doi song riéng ciia ba ta thi sao?”



Franklin dap, “Khong ¢6 diéu gi im t6i chi y ca. Ba ta chi 3 mdt phy nit binh thurdng, Nhung toi s& tiép tuc nghién ctiru xem. Toi s& dao su thém mot
vai cap d¢. Phai co mit dieu gi ¢ d6.”

Rosemary Barr néi, “Hay lim nhanh. Vi anh t6i. Ching ta phai g& cho anh 4y ra.”

Ann Yanni néi, “Chiing ta cn c¢6 nhiing ¥ kién ctia y hoc vé chuyén d6. Gios thi cin nhitng bac si thong thurong, khong can béc sivé timly.”
Helen Rodin hoi, “NBC c6 tra tién cho viée ndy khong?”

“Néuné c6 vé hiéu qua.”

Rosemary ndi, “N6 phéi c6 hiéu qua. Toi mudn n6i 1, sao lai khong? Chimg Parkinson ki mot didu c6 that, phai khong nao? Hodc anh 4y bi, hoic
khong bi.”

Reacher néi, “N6 ¢6 thé hiéu qua & phién toa. Mot Iy do tlnlyét phuc vi sao James Barr khong thé thure hién vu nay, cong véi mot cau chuyén ﬂnlyét
phuc vé mot ké khac lamné? D6 thudng 1a cach ngudi ta tao nén mdt nghi van hop ly.”

Franklin n6i, “Thuyét phyc B mdt tir réc rdi ddy. Va nghi vén hop Iy a mdt khdi ni¢m qua cau may. T6t hon  im cho Alex Rodin rit Ioi budc t9i di
hoan toan. C6 nghia 14 thuyét phuc Emerson trurée.”

Reacher n6i, “Trong hai ngudi d6 t6i khong thé néi chuyén voi ai ca.”

Helen ndi, “T6i ¢6 thé.”

Franklin néi, “Téi ciing c6 thé.”

Ann Yanni néi, “Va t6i chéc chén i minh ¢6 thé. Tt ca ching ta déu ¢6 thé, ngoai trir anh ra.”

Reacher n6i, “Nhung céc anh chi c6 thé s& khong mubn noi.”

Helen hoi, ““Vi sao lai khong?”

“Co s€ khong thich nghe cau nay dau.”

Helen héi lai, “Tai sao lai khong?”

Reacher ndi, “Thir nghi xem. Di nguge lai nhé. Su viéc Sandy bi giét, va sy viéc trong quan bar thé thao t5i hom thir Hai, tai sao hai viéc nay xay ra?”’
“Pé budc tay 6ng lai. Dé ngin 6ng khong 1am hai dén vu an.”

“Chinh xac. Hai lan dyng cong, cling muc tiéu, cling muc dich, cting thii pham.”

“Ro rang 3 vay.”

“Va vu dém thir Hai khoi du voi viee t6i b theo doi tir khach san cua toi. Sandy va Jeb Oliver VZ‘I‘CE'IC chién hitu cta chiing chay 1(:)ng vong, truc chién
va cho doi, cho t6i khi mdt ké nao do6 goi cho ching thong bao t6i dang & dau. Cho nén nd khéi dau voi viée t6i bi theo ddi cho dén khach san. Cing
hém d6 nhung tir trude.”

“Chiing ta da duyét qua tat ca chuyén ndy r6i.”

“Nhung gi giat day limsao ma c6 duoc tén cta toi? Tham chi, im sao hén biét duoc t6i dang c6 it trong thi trin? Lam sao hén biét ring c6 mot ké 1
moi rdc 10i tiém nang trong tuong lai?”’

“Ai d6 cho hén biét.”
“Ai biét, vao budi sang ngdy thir Hai?”
Helen ngung mdt nhip.

Cb ndi, “Cha t6i. Tir som ngay thir Hai. Va c¢6 & Emerson nira. Khong lau sau d6. Ho chéc s& trd chuyén vé vu an. Ho s& trao doi ngay tirc khic néu co
kha nang cac banh xe trat khoi duong,”

Reacher dép, “Chinh xac. Rdi mdt trong hai ngudi do goi cho i giat ddy. Trude gior an trua ngy thir Hai rat nhidu.”
Helen khong noi gi.

Reacher ndi, “Trir phi mdt trong hai ngudi d6 chinh la ga giat day.”



“The Zec 1a ga giat day. Chinh 6ng n6i nhur vay ma.”
“T6i n6i hén | sép ctia Charlie. Chi vay théi. Chiing ta khong c6 cach nao dé biét hin c6 that sur i ké cao nhét trong bon hay khong.”
Helen n6i, “Ong n6i ding. Toi khong thich kiéu nghi nhur thé nay chit ndo.”

Reacher ndi, “Mot ké ndo da goi. 6 1 diu chic chan. Hogic l cha ¢ hofic 1 Emerson. Tén t0i bj loan bo ra ngoai sau khi t6i xudng xe bugt hai gio.
Do d6 mdt nguoi trong bon ho da bi mua chude va nguodi kia cling khong giip chiing ta vi 6ng ta wa vu an theo dting dién bién hién nay.”

Can phong im bat.

Ann Yanni n6i, “Téi phai tré vé lam viée roi.”

Khong ai Ién tiéng,

Yanni n6i, “Goi cho t6i néu ¢6 tin gi mdi nhé.”

Can phong van im king. Reacher khong néi gi. Ann Yanni bang ngang cin phong. Ding lai bén 6ng,
C6 1n6i, “Chia khoa.” Ong luc tii va dura cho ¢6.

Ong néi, “Cém on da cho t6i muron xe. Xe dep Em”

Linsky nhin chiéc Mustang chay di. N6 chay huéng Béc. May nd 16n, 6ng khoi xa Ion. Vang rén ca dy phd. Roi con dwong im éng trd lai. Linsky bAm
dién thoai di dong.

Hin n6i, “Con my tivi di khéi chd d6 roi.”

The Zec ndi, “Tay tham tir tu s€ & lai lam viéc.”

“Vay lam gi ddy néu nhimg dira khic ciing di véi nhau?”

“Ta hy vong ching khong lim thé.”

“Néu ching lam thi sa0?”

“Thit ca bon.”

Rosemary hoi, “C6 cach gi dé chita cho chitng Parkinson khong?”

Reacher dap, “Khong. Khéqg cach chira, khong cach ngira. Nhung cé thé 1am cho n6 chim lai. C6 cac loai thudc dac tri. Vat ly tri liéu rit ¢6 ich. Va
ngu. Céc triéu chirng bién mat khi bénh nhan ngd.”

“C6 I8 d6 Ia Iy do anh Ay can thudc ngi. BE tim quén.”

“Anh 4y khong nén tim quén nhiéu qua. Tiép xtic v6i bén ngoai s& tot hon.”

Rosemary néi, “Toi nén vao bénh vién.”

Reacher n6i, “C5 héy giai thich cho anh dy. N6i v6i anh 4y chuyén gi da that sy xay ra trong ngay thir Séu.”

Rosemary git dau. Bing ngang qua phong va di ra ngoai. Mot phit sau Reacher nghe tiéng xe ¢6 nb méy va chay di.

Franklin di ra nha bép pha ca phé. Reacher va Helen Rodin con lai vi nhau trong phong. Reacher ngdi xudng ch@éc ghé ma Rosermary d ngdi. Helen
budc t6i cira s0 nhin xuong con dudng bén dudi. C6 quay lung vao phong. C6 miic d6 giong y nhu Rosermary. Ao den, vdy den, gidy da son mau den.
Nhung trong c6 khong giong mdt goa phy. C6 trong giong mot ¢d bé den tir New York hay Paris. Gidy ¢6 ¢6 got cao hon va chdn ¢6 dai, va dé tran,
ramnang,

Cb ndi, “May tén ma ching ta ndi i ngudi Nga.”

Reacher khong néi gi.

C6 ndi, “Cha t6i 1a ngudi M§.”

Reacher ndi, “Mot ngudi My ¢ tén 13 Aleksei Alekseivitch.”

“Gia dinh t6i dén day tir trrdc Thé chién thir nhdt. Khong c6 kha ning lién hé nio dau. Lamsao c6 thé c6 dugc? Nhimg ké ma ching ta dang ndi a



dam ha dang trong xa hoi X6 viét.”

“Cha c6 lam g trude khi thanh cong t6 vién?”

“Ong 14 phu ta cong t& vién.”

“Con trude d6?”

“Ong luén Am viée & d6.”

“Hay nghi vé cach pha ca phé cia 6ng 4y.”

“Chuyén d6 thi sao nao?”

“Ong ta ding tach str va khay bac. Chinh phi khong mua méy thtr d6 cho 6ng 4y.”

“Thi sao nao?”

“Hay nghi vé& bd dd vest ctia 6ng dy.”

“Dd vest clia Ong?”

“Hom thir Hai ong méc mdt bo vest gi ca nghin do la. C6 dau thiy nhidu cong chirc nic nhitng bo vest gia ca nghin do la.”

“Ong 4y c6 nhing s& thich dat tién.”

“Lam sao 6ng tra ndi cho ching?”’

“T6i khong mudn ban vé chuyén nay.”

“M0ot cau hoi nita nhé.”

Helen khong néi gi.

“Ong dy ¢6 ép b bo vu an ndy khong?”

Helen khong dép. Nhin qua trai, nhin qua phai. Roi ¢ quay lai. “Ong dy néi thua c6 thé 1a thing”

“Ong 4y quan tim t6i sy nghiép ciia ¢6?”

“Toi da nghi vay. Toi van nghi vay. Ong dy 2 mdt nguoi trung thure.”

Reacher gt dau, “C6 ndm muroi phin trdm co hdi i ¢6 ding,”

Franklin mang ca phé tr¢ lai, I loai hang ban I¢ kha nhat pha trong ba chiéc tach gbm khong ciing bo, hai chiéc bime, trén mot chiés: khay bang g(:)’ ban,
voi mOt hop gidy dang mo dung kem sita half-and-half va mot chicc hop vang dung duong, va mot chice thia bang thép nén duy nhat. Ong dat chicc
khay 1én ban, Helen nhin n6 cham cham, nhu thé né dang minh hoa quan diém ctia Reacher: Ca phé dugc pha & cong s& la nhur the nay day.
C6 n6i, “David Chapman biét tén ong vao ngay thir Hai. Ong ta i udt sur d4u tién ciia James Barr. Ong ta da biét vé ong tir hom thir Bay.”
Reacher n6i, “Nhung Chapman khong biét t6i co dén hay khong, Toi nghil ring khong ai noi voi ong ta.”

Franklin néi, “Téi biét tén anh. C6 I& t6i ciing nén & trong cac khé ning 4y.”

Reacher n6i, “Nhung anh biét Iy do thét sy khién t6i c6 mit & ddy. Anh s& khong dé cho t6i bi tAn cong, Anh s& budc t6i ra hdu toa.”
Khong ai lén tiéng,

Reacher n6i, “T6i da nghi sai vé& Jeb Oliver. Hin khong phai a dan ban ma tiy. Khong ¢ gi bén trong cin nha kho ctia hiin ¢4, ngoai trir mot chiée xe
tai cil”

Helen néi, “Toi rat vui khi thdy 6ng c6 thé sai im vé mot chuyén gi d6.”
Franklin néi, “Jeb Oliver khong phai ngudi Nga.”
Reacher noi, “Hén 13 M chinh hiéu.”

“Do d6 nhitng ké nay c6 thé am viée voi ngudi My. Y i 1a thé. C6 thé 1 Emerson. Khong nhét thiét phai d 6ng cong td vién.”



Reacher n6i, ‘“Nam muroi ph?m tram. T6i chwra budce t0i cho ai ca.”

“Néu anh dung da.”

“Pém con do d tim t6i i rét nha

“Nghe khong giong ca Emerson Ian dng cong t6 vién, t6i biét ca hai nguoi”
Helen néi, “Ong c6 thé goi tén ctia cha t6i, tén ctia ong i Alex Rodin.”
Franklin n6i, “Téi khong nghi o mdt trong hai nguoi 4y Bm.”

Helen ndi, “Toi trd vé vin phong day.”

Reacher hdi, “Cho t61 di nho nhé? Cho t61 Xuéng 6 dudixald.”

Helen n6i, “Khong, Toi cam thiy khong mudn km thé chit nao.”

C0 nhit vi va cap da Ién, budc ra khdi phong mdt minh.

Reacher ngdi yén, king nghe tiéng dong ngoai dudng phd. Ong nghe tiéng cira xe mo ra va déng lai. N6 may. Chiée xe chay di. Ong nhip ngum ca phé
va noi, “Toi nghi la t61 lam co ay gian.”

Franklin noi, “Toi ciing nghi thé.”

“May tén ndy ¢6 ai d6 im tay trong. Pidu ndy 15 qué, phai khong ndo? D6 1a sy that. Do d6 chiing ta nén mang sur viée ra thao lun.”
“MOot tay com thi hop Iy hon 2 mbt tay cong t6 vién.”

“Toi khong ddng y. Mot tay com chi kiém soét nhing vu an ctia chinh minh théi. Suy cho ciing thi mdt cong t6 vién kiém soat moi chuyén.”
“Puoc thé thi t6i ming hon. Toi tirmg B mdt tay com.”

Reacher néi, “Toi cling vay.”

“Va t61 phai n6i, Alex Rodin d bé roi rt nhiéu vu. Ngudi ta n6i 1 do than trong, nhung n6 ¢6 thé a mot dicu gi khéc.”

“Anh nén phén tich nhirg vu 6ng 4y bo roi thudc loai gi.”

“Anh lam nhur t6i thiéu viéc dé lam vy.”

Reacher git dau. Pt chiéc tach xudng Dimg lén.

Ong n6i, “Hay bat d4u voi Oline Archer. Nan nhan. Gior thi ba 4y moi i diéu quan trong,”

R&i ong budc dén cira s6 xem xét con dudng. Khong thiy gi. Ong gat dau véi Franklin va bude xudng hanh lang, ra khéi cira, dén béc trén ciing ciia
cau thang bén ngoai.

Ong ngimg lai ¢ nAc thang trén cling va viron vai trong khong khi 4m ap. Xoay hai vai, cong gap doi tay, hit mdt hoi tht sau. Ong bi t& moi sau mit ngiy
chi ¢ 14i xe va ngdi. Va bi trc ché vi phai lan tron. That 1a thoai mai khi chi phai dtmg yén khong lim gi ca, thing ngudi va phd minh ra. Ra ngoai troi,
trong 4nh dwong, Bén dudi ong, chéch vé bén trai nhitng chiéc xe da di mét, ngoai trir chiéc Suburban mau den. Con dudng im dng. Ong liéc nhin bén
phéi. Xe c0 dang dong dan Ién trén dudng phé huéng Bic- Nam Bén tréi 6ng thi it xe hon. Ong nghi minh s& di vé huéng Téy trude. Nhung mbt duong

dai vé& huréng Tay, boi vi tram canh sat phai gan ddy. Ong can phai di vong quanh nd. R&i 6ng s& nhdm vé huréng Béc. Phia Bic khu thiong mai la mot
cai mang nhén. Phia Bac khu thwong i 1 noi dng cam thiy thoai mai nhit.

Ong bude xubng cu thang, Khi ong budc Ién via hé tir bac cudi thi nghe tiéng budc chin sau lung dng, céch chimg muoi Bim bd. Mot bude ngang. D
gily mong trén mét d4 voi. Im king, Rdi tiéng lach cach khong thé 1Am duoc cua sting san kiéu bom dang 1én dan.

ROi mit giong noi.
“Dung ngay d6.”

Mét giong M§. Nho, nhung dirt khoat. Pau do rét xa trén mién Bic. Reacher ngimg lai. Pig yén va nhin thing t6i trude, vao bire tudng gach trong
khong bén kia duong.

Giong ndi cat én, “Budc qua phai.”



Reacher budc qua phai. Mot budc 1€ chin ngang va dai.

Giong n6i tiép tyc, “Gid thi quay lai, that cham.”

Reacher quay lai, that chim Ong giit hai tay cach xa than ngudi, long ban tay hudng ra ngoai. Thiy mot dang ngudi nho con cach murdi Bim bude. Chinh
la g3 6ng da thay vao dém hom trudc, tir trong bong t0i. Khong cao hon mot thude sau lam, va khong néing hon su muroi im ky, manh khanh, nhot
nhat, voi mai toc den cét ngan va dung lén ky di. Chenko. Hay Charlie. Tay phai ctia han nam chit mdt cdy sing sén cua nong ip bang sing ngan.
Trong tay trai 1a mot vat gi d6 mau den.

Charlie ni, “Bat nay.”

Hén tung vat mau den. Reacher nhin n6 bay qua va loe 1én trong khong gian théng dén minh va tién) thirc ctia 6ng ndi: Khong phai lyu dan. Nén 6ng chup
lay n6. Ca hai tay. No la mdt chi€e giay. Mot chiée giay da son, mau den, cd gbt. N6 van con hoi am

Charlie n6i, “Gio thi ném lai cho tao. Nhur tao vira lam éy.”

Reacher ngung lai. Chiée giay ctia ai ddy? Ong nhin xu6ng no.

Got thap.

Rosemary Barr?

Charlie Ién tiéng, “Némn6 lai. Nhe va cham thoi.”

Ubc hrong va danh gia. Reacher khong vii trang, Ong dang cam mot chiéc giay.

Khong phéi i hon d4. Chiée gidy nhe va khong c6 strc cong pha. N6 khong am hai gi ai. N6 s& bay trong tranh trong khong khi va Charlie chi viéc hét
no di thoi.

Charlie Iap lai, “Némnd lai.”
Reacher khong lam gi ca. Ong c6 thé git cai got ra rdi phong né nhur mot ngon phi tiéu. Nhu mOt du dan. Nhung Charlie s& bén 6ng trong lic 6 ong rut
tay ra sau va vung lén. Charlie dimg cach ong mudi limbude, t thé sin sang, thing bing, khong chép mit, véi khiu stng yén vi trong tay. Qué gin dé
hén bén trat, qua xa dé 6ng nhao dén.
Charlie ndi, “Co héi cudi cling.”
Reacher némnhe chiéc giay lai. Mot ¢t ném dai theo duong vong cung. Charlie bt nd bang mot tay va tat ca lai nhur thé canh cii duoc tua lai tir dau.
Charlie n6i, “Con nh6 d6 dang ¢ trong lép'b(;)i dudng, Cur coi nhu thé N6 dang lam quen v6i nhitng su that trong cube song N6 s& stra soan cac loi
khai. Rang anh ctia né I}oacl} dinh trude k€ hoach hanh dong nhu thé ndo. Rang han da hd ra diéu han sap lam N6 s€ 1a mdt nhan ching rat tuyét. N6
s€ tao ra vy an. May hieu diéu d6, phai khong?”
Reacher khong noi gi.
Charlie n6i, “Gidy thi trd choi chim dut r61.”
Reacher khong noi gi.
Charlie n6i, “Budc lui lai hai bude.”
Reacher budc lui hai bude. Ong dimg ngay trén vé dudng, Gior thi Charlie cach ng hai muoi bude. Hin van cdm chiée gidy. Han dang mim cudi.
Héin 6, “Quay lai.”
Reacher hoi, “May sép bén tao 4?”
“Cole.”
“May nén bén.”
“Visao?”
“Vi néu miy khong bén, tao s& tim ra miy va khién my phai an han.”
“To mdm.”

“Tao khong chi n6i thoi dau.”



“Vay thi ¢6 I& tao s& bin may.”

“May nén bén.”

Charlie n6i, “Quay lai.”

Reacher quay lai.

Charlie n6i, “Gio thi dirng yén.”

Reacher ding yén. D6i mat con duong. Oqg V?m mo mét. Nhin ngim nén nhira dudng N6 duoc phu lén mit dudng lat soi tir ngdy xua. Dﬁy nhirg nép
0 nh6 déu dan. Ong nhin va dém ching, d¢ lap déy nhimg gidy c6 I¢ Ia cudi cting trong doi. Ong c6 lang nghe nhiing tiéng dong sau ung. Lang nghe
tieng xao xac cua vai khi canh tay cta Charlie viron ra. Ling nghe tiéng cach nho khi co stng bikéo qua phan mudi inch déu tién. Charlie s€ ban chir?
Theo nhu € thudng thi khong, Nhitng 4n mang luon luon duoc dicu tra.

Nhung bon ngudi nay du 6¢ bt thurong, Va cd nim muroi phén trim co hoi 1 ching ndm mot tay cém dia phuong, Hay 1 hén nim ching,

Im phic. Reacher cing tai nghe céc tiéng dong sau lung ong,

Nhung 6ng khong nghe tlny g ca. Khong c6 gi xay ra. Tuyét ddi khong c6 gi ca. Mot phut. Hai phit. Roi 6ng nghe tiéng cdi hu cach mot tram thude vé
huéng Déng. Chi co hai tiéng bip nhé tir mit xe canh sat dang lin dudng chay dén.

Charlie lap lai, “Pung yén.”

Reacher dimg yén. Muoi gidy. Hai muroi. Ba nuroi. ‘Réi hai xe tuén tiéu 1€ vao con dudng cing mot lic. Mot chibc tir huéng Pong va chiée kia tir hudéng
Tay. Ca hai ctng chay nhanh. Bong co ctia ching gam vang. Lop xe nghicn rit trén n¥it dudng. Tieng dong ctia ching ddi vao tuong gach. Ching thang
két lai. Clra mo. Canh sat tudn ra. Reacher quay dau lai nhin. Charlie khong con ¢ d6 nita.

Ban dang doc truyén Mot Phat Mot Mang dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 28

Chuong 14

Cudc bét gitr diénra nhanh va hiéu qua. N6 diénra theo cach thong thuong. Giwrong sting, ho 1on, cong tay, luat Miranda. Reacher im ling subt thoi gian
d6. Ong biét nhur thé t6t hon 12 n6i. Ong timg 1 c6m sudt mudi ba ndm va 6ng biét 161 nang 6 thé mang lai cho ngudi ta nhitng réc rdi gi. Lai con gy tri
hodin nita. Noi mdt diéu gi d6, va canh sat phai dimg lai dé ghi lai nd. Va Reacher khong thé dé cho mot ai d6 ngung lai. Khong phai bay gio.

Chuyén di dén so canh sét may man thay lai rat ngén. Khong hon bon khéi phd. Reacher nghi rang diéu d6 1 hop Iy khi mdt cyu cénh sat nhur Franklin
chon vi tri van phong trong khu vyre mi minh quen thudc. Ong str dung thoi gian trong khi xe chay d€ vach ra mot chicn luge. Ong nghi rang minh s&
duoc mang thang dén chd Emerson, diéu ndy cho dng nim muroi phan trim co hdi duge nhdt vao phong véi phe xau.

Hay v6i phe tot.

Nhung cudi cling ong chic chin mot traim phén trim Ja minh s& chung phong Vvéi phe Xau boi vi ca Emerson va Alex Rodin cing & d6 véi nhau. Reacher
bi 16i ra khoi xe tuan tra va ddy thing dén van phong ctia Emerson. Emerson ngdi sau ban gidy. Rodin & trude ban.

Reacher nghii, Khong durgc n6i 161 nao, nhung chuyén nay phai thit nhanh.

R&i ong nghi: K¢é ndo day? Rodin? Hay 1a Emerson? Rodin dang miic bo do vest. Mau xanh, mdt mia he, it tién, ¢ & ciing 1 bo trong ngay thir Hai.
Emerson chi mic so mi. Pang nghich véi cay biit. Biing cho n6 nay 1én khoi cuon so, hét dau nay dén dau kia.

Reacher nghi, Ctr thé ma lam

Emerson n6i, “Timra may dau qua kho.”
Reacher khong ndi gi. Ong van bj cong tay.
Rodin néi, “Hay ké vé dém c6 gai bi giét.”

Reacher khong néi gi.
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Emerson ndi, “Ké xem cam gidc nhur thé ndo. Khi c6 ¢d 4y bi nén giy.”

Reacher khong néi gi.

Rodin néi, “Bi thdm doan s& khong wa may dau.”

Reacher noi, “T6i mubn goi dién.”

Emerson néi, “May mubn goi cho luat sur 42

Reacher khong néi gi.

Rodin hoi, “Ai la ludt su cua may?”

Reacher dap, “Con gai 6ng.”

Emerson hoi, “Mudn bon tao goi cho ¢o dy ha?”

“C6 k. Hay cho Rosemary ciing dugc.”

Ong quan sat it ctia ho.

Rodin hoi, “C6 em gai?”’

Emerson hoi, “May mudn bon tao goi cho c¢6 em gai?”

Reacher nghii, Mot trong hai chiing miy biét ring ¢6 4y s& khong tra 1oi dién thoai.

Thing nao?

Khong thiy duoc gi trong mit ching,

Ong n6i, “Goi cho Ann Yanni.”

Rodin hoi, “O dai truyén hinh? Sao lai 1 c6 ta?”

Reacher dép, “Toi dugc quyén goi mot cude. Toi khong phai giai thich diéu gi. Toi ndi ai, cac ong bdm sd nguoi d6.”

“Cb ta chic dang chun bj dé phét hinh. Ban tin dia phuong phét Iic sau gio.”

Reacher ndi, “Vay thi chung ta s& doi. Toi cé du thoi gian ma.”

Thing ndo trong hai dira may biét ring diéu d6 khong ding?

Ho chd;, nhung hoa ra khong phai chd lau. Emerson goi cho NBC va ndi voi phu ta cia Ann Yanni rz:ing s canh sat da bat duoc Jack Reacher, va
Reacher yéu cau Ann Yanni dén, khong bict ly do. Qua la mot 16i nhan ky di. Nhung sau d6 chwra dén ba muroi phit, Yanni da c6 mit ¢ van phong cua
Emerson. C6 la mit nha bao dang theo dau mot cau chuyén. Co ta hiéu rang h¢ thong truyen thong ngay mai thi hap dan hon [ tin dia phuong hom nay.
C6 hoi, “Toi ¢6 thé gip gi day?”

C6 trong ddy uy Irc. CO 1 mdt ngdi sao séang trong linh vire ctia minh. Va ¢ chinh i hé thdng truyén thong, Ca Emerson va Rodin ¢6 vé hoi khép.
Khong phai vi ca nhan c6 ta. Ma vi cai ma c6 dai dién.

Reacher n6i vi ¢6, “Toi xin 151, Toi biét co s& khong mudn, va t6i biét t6i da hira ring minh s& khéng bao gid n6i ra, nhung trong hoan canh nay ¢6 s&
budc phai xAc minh bang chirng ngoai pham cho t6i. Toi e rang khong c¢6 Iyra chon nao khac.”

Ong liéc nhin c6. Thiy ¢6 dang di theo 11 6ng. Thiy sur bdi rdi thoang hién trén grong mit ¢6. C6 khong c6 phan tmg. Ong nhin chiim chiim vao mit
0. Khong c6 phan g,

Gilp t6i thoat dindo.
Mot gidy.
Hai gy.

Khéng phan tng,



Reacher nin thd. Bét kip cai ké hoach khdn nan ndy di ndo, Yanni. Chi thém mdt gidy nita thi moi chuyén do bé hét.
Khong phan tmg,

R&i c6 gat dau. Co da bét duoc. Reacher tho ra. Ca phon c6 ich im Ky ndng nghe nghiép. C6 1 nguoi da quen vdi viée nghe cac tin st déo trong tai
nghe va sau nira gidy da twong thuat truc tiép trén song truyén hinh nhu thé c6 da biét chuyén do trong sudt cude doi minh roi

Emerson hoi, “Béng chimg ngoai pham gi?”

Yanni liéc nhin 6ng ta. R6i nhin Rodin.

Cb ndi, “Toi nghii c4c 6ng dang ndi vé Jack Reacher.”

Emerson n6i, “Pung vay.”

Cb ndi, “Nhung day 1 Joe Gordon. It ra, d6 1 diéu ma anh ta n6i véi toi.”

“Hén ndi véi ¢o tén hin la Gordon?”

“Khi toi ggp anh ta.”

“Po 1a khinao?”

“Hai ngay trude.”

“Cb da cho phat hinh ctia hén trén churong trinh ctia minh.”

“D6 14 hinh ctia anh ta? Khong giéng anh ta. Mai toc hoan toan khac. Khong giéng chit ndo ca.”
Emerson hoi lai, “Béng chimg ngoai pham gi?”

Yanni hoi, “Cho lic nao?”

“Dém i co gai bi giét. Ching toi dang ban chuyén d6 ¢ day.”

Yanni khong noi gi.

Rodin n6i, “Thura 6, néu ¢d ¢6 biét diéu gi do, thi ¢o can ké cho ching t6i ngay bay gio.”

Yanni n6i, “Khong ndi thi hon.”

Reacher cuoi thim. Co n6i nhur vy la da hoan toan bao dam ring Emerson va Rodin chi mudn néin ni c6 cho nghe cau chuyén. C6 dimg d6, mat ung do
1én tan thai duong, lung thang, 40 d& mo ba chiéc cic. C6 qua la mot nir dién vién c6 hang. Reacher nghi rang ¢6 I8 tat ca cac phat thanh vién truyén hinh
déunhu thé.

Emerson ndi, “Day 1 yéu cau vé bang chimg.”

Yanni n6i, “R3 rang 1 viy. Nhung céc ong khong thé tin [y 11 t6i thoi u?”

“V& chuyén gi?”

“Rang anh 4y khong lim diéu do.”

Rodin n6i, “Chiing toi can céc chi tiét.”

Yanni n6i, “T6i phai nghi dén tiéng tam ctia minh chir.”

“Loi trinh bay ctia ¢6 s& duoc gitt kin néu ching t6i rit 16i budc to1.”

“Ong 6 bao dam rit 1vi budc t9i khong?”

Emerson ndi, “Chiing t6i khdng it trude khi chiing t61 nghe 10i trinh bay cta c6.”

Yanni ndi, “Vay ra ddy a mot tinh huéng khong c6 duong hui.” [37]

[37]: Tac ga ding thanh ngr Catch-22, Catch-22 1a tén ctia mot cudn tiéu thuyét trao phiing va lich str ctia Joshep Heller, duoc 4n hanh lAn d4u tién vao
nam 1961. Catch-22 con la mdt thanh ngfr thong thuong d€ chi mot tinh huong khdng thé Iti, khong ¢d duong thang,



“Téi e rang nhur viy.”

Reacher nghii. Pimg ddy cau chuyén di qué xa. Chiing ta khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian.

Yanni thé dai. Nhin xudng chan. Ngude én. Nhin théng vio mét ctia Emerson, phin nd, hd then, tuyét dep.
C0 noi, “Pémdo ching toi ¢ véi nhau.”

“Co va Reacher?”

“T6i va Joe Gordon.”

Emerson chi tay, ‘Nguoi nay?”

Yanni gat dau, “Nguoi do.”

“Sudt dem?”
“Vﬁl’]g,”
“Tir miy gio> dén may gio?”

“Tiir khoang muroi mit gidr bén muroi. Khi hét phén tin tirc. Cho t6i khi t6i durge nhén tin vao sang hom sau, khi cac 6ng tim thdy céi xac.”
“Hai ngwoi da ¢ dau?”

Reacher nhim m¥t lai. Nhé lai cude néi chuyén dém hom tnrde trong nha dé xe. Cira kinh xe, dé mo ba phan. Ong da ké cho c6 chua?
Yanni n6i, “O nha tro. Phong anh 4y.”

“Tay quan Iy khong néi ring hén c6 thiy ¢6 & d6.”

“Di nhién 14 tay quan Iy im sao thy duoc t6i. Toi phéi tinh dén nhitng diéu nh vay chir.”

“Phong nao?”

Ong di ké cho ¢6 chura?

Yanni néi, “Phong sb tam.”

“Subt dém 6ng 4y khong roi khoi phong chir?”

“Khong. Anh ta khong roi phong.”

“Hoan toan khong?”

“Hoan toan.”

“Lam sao c6 biét chic nhur thé?”

Yanni nhin lang di. “Vi ching t6i khong ngi chitt ndo ca.”

Can phong tré nén im lang,

Emerson hoi, “C6 ¢6 thé cho thém chimg ctr ndo nita khong?”

Yanni hoi nguoc lai, “Chéng han?”

“Nhitng d4u vét dic trung? Déu vét ma bay i t6i khong thé nhin thiy nhung ai d6 trong trudng hop ciia ¢d hin da thiy?”
“O, thoi ma.”

Emerson n6i, “Do 1 cau hoi cudi cing”

Yanni khong ndi gi. Reacher nhé lai minh bat dén tran ctia chiéc Mustang va kéo 4o dé cho ¢6 thay céi dng tuyp mo khoa. Ong dich doi tay bi cong va
dat chiing ngang that hung,

Emerson hoi, “C6 dau vét nao khong?”



Rodin néi, “Piéu nay rat quan trong,”

Yanni n6i, “Anh 4y ¢6 ci seo. Nam & phin bung dudi. Céi seo to ghé gdm.”

Ca Emerson va Rodin cing quay sang nhin Reacher. Reacher dng Ién. Nim vat 4o bang ca hai tay va kéo ra khoi quan. Gi6 4o Ién.
Emerson noi, “OK.”

Rodin hoi, “N6 1a cai gi vay?”

Reacher dép, “Mot phin xwrong ham ctia mjt tay trung si Thiy quan lue chién. Céc bac si cho ring nd phéi niing toi hon mdt lang. N6 bay & toc do mdt
nghin ndm trdm mét mot gidy tir tim cia mot vu nd TNT. Pu theo ludng khi 4p cho t6i khi chém vao 61

Ong budng vat 40 xudng. Khong nhét tré lai vao quan. Cai cong s& lam cho viée d6 trd nén kho khan.

Ong hoi, “Quy vi thoa miin r6i chir? Cac ong Bmkho ¢6 4y du chua?”

Emerson va Rodin nhin nhau. Reacher nghi, Mt trong hai dira méy biét chéic i tao vo t0i. Va tao khong quan tm dén dira kia nghi gi.
Emerson ndi, “Co Yanni s& phai xéc nhén bang vin ban.”

Yanni n6i, “Ong danh may di, t6i s ky.”

Rodin nhin thing vio Reacher. “Ong ¢6 thé cho chimg ctr khong?”

“Chéing han?”

“MOot didu gl d6 gidng nhur céi seo ctia ong. Nhung thude vé ¢ Yanni.”

Reacher git dau, “Toi c6 thé. Nhung t6i s& khong lim. Va néu 6ng hoi t6i 1in niva thi t6i s& dAm vo mét ong ra.”

Cén phong im ling. Emerson luc ti va ldy ra chia khoa chiéc cong. Dot ngdt quay ngudi va tung nd qua. Tay Reacher bi cong nhung 6ng rét nhé can sir
dung tay phdi. Ong bat gon chi€c chia khoa trong long ban tay phai, va mim cuoi.

Ong hoi, “Bellantonio d ndi chuyén voi 6ng chwa?”’

Emerson hoi, “Tai sao 6ng ding tén gia véi cd Yanni?”

Reacher dép, “Biét dau t6i da khong m nhu vay. Biét dau Gordon 14 tén thit cta t6i.”
Ong ném chiéc chia khoa lai va bude dén, dua cd tay ra chd Emerson mo cong

Hai phit sau The Zec nhan mot cti dién. Mot giong quen, ndi thip giong va voi.
“Khong ¢6 hiéu qua. Hén c6 bang chimg ngoai pham.”

“Bang chimg that 47"

“Chéc 11 khong, Nhung chiing t6i s& khong theo dén do.”

“Vay lam gi ké tiép day?”

“Ctr ngdi yén. Gio thi hén khong thé bo di dau, dii chi mot bude. Trong truong hop nay hén s& md dén ong som Do dé hiy khoa cira, nap dan va sin
sang don han.”

k ok sk
Ann Yanni néi, “Ho da khong lim cing Bim, phai khong n30?” C6 n méy chiéc Mustang trurée khi Reacher kip déng cira.

Ong n6i, “Toi ciing khong nghi ho s& im cang, Tén v t0i biét rang kha niing budc tdi yéu. Con tén co toi thi biét ring gioy dy tha t6i ra i loai t6i khoi
cudc choi ciing nhanh khong kémbo t6i vao t.”

“Visao?”

“Vi ching da bit dugc Rosemary Barr va ching biét t0i s& di tim ¢ 4y. Do d6 chiing s& cho t6i, sén sang don tiép nong hiu. Toi s& bi giét trude khi troi
sang. D6 1a ké hoach moi cia ching, Ré hon 13 bé t1 t6i.”



Ho 4 thing dén vin phong ctia Franklin, leo Ién cu thang bén ngoai va thiy Franklin dang ngoi & ban gidy. Pén d6m tit ngém va gwong mit dng dim
trong dnh sang ttr min hinh mdy vi tinh. Ong nhin vao né vo hon, nhur thé n6 khong cho 6ng bict di€u gi ca. Reacher bdo tin vé Rosermary Barr. Franklin
trd nén rat doi im ling va nhin ra ctra. Roi nhin cira so.

Ong n6i, “Ching ta da & ngay déy khi do.”

Reacher gt dau. “Ba ngudi ching ta. Anh, t6i, va Helen.”

“T6i khong nghe thiy gi ca.”

Reacher ndi, “Toi cting khong, Ching that 1a giéi.”

“Ching s& lim gi ¢6 dy day?”

“Ching s& lam cho c6 dua ra chimg ctr chdng lai anh ctia minh. Kiéu mdt cau chuyén duoc bia ra.”
“Ching c6 }am hai ¢6 4y khong?”

“Dicu do tiry thude vao viée ¢d Ay phyc ting nhanh hay cham.”

Yanni n6i, “C 4y s& khong phuc ting, Triéu lin khong, Cac anh khong thiy thé sao? C6 Ay hoan toan mdt 1ong mdt da rira sach tén tudi ciia anh minh.”
“Vay thi chiing s& lam hai c6 dy.”

Franklin hoi, “C6 dy ¢ dau? Noi nio 1 nhidu kha néng nhat?”

Reacher dap, “Bét cir noi ndo ching 6. Nhung t6i khong biét d6 1 noi nao.”

C6 dang trong phong khach trén lau, bj dan clmg vao ghé bing bang keo. The Zec dang nhin ¢6. Lio bi dan ba mé hodic. C6 1in sudt hai muroi bay ndm
lio khong nhin thiy mot ai. Tiéu doan trimg giéi m o bi tdng vao trong nim 1943 c6 mdt vai ngudi, nhung chi i mjt nhémnhé va ho chét rét nhanh.
Va sau khi cude Chién tranh V& qubc Vi dai da thanh cong, thi tién trinh 4c mdng xuyén qua dao Gulag ciia o bt diu. Nam 1949, o ¢6 nhin thiy mot
ba néng dan & gin kénh dao Bién Tring, Ba ta 1 mdt ba gid lung cong va to 16n dimg cach xa gi hai trdm thude trén canh dong trong c cai duong, Roi
hét, cho mai dén ndim 1976 o nhin thiy mdt co y ta trén mdt chiéc xe truot tuyét bang qua vimg dit hoang & Siberia gid lanh. Khi d6 1o 1 mdt lao
cong lam cho mod d4. Lio da ra khoi cai mo véi ca trim anh zec khic va dang 1an vé nha thanh mdt hang ngudi rach rudi theo mdt con duong thing va
dai. Chibe xe truot ctia ¢ y ta dang tién dén trén mot con dudng khéc cit ngang. Ving dét bang phing, khong ¢6 dia hinh va phi diy tuyét. Nhiing anh
zec ¢6 thé nhin méi méi. Ho dtimg lai nhin ¢6 y ta ca dim duong, Ri cing quay dau mot krot khi co di bang qua trude mit rdi trong theo ¢ thém mbt
damnira. BPém do, bon linh gac khong phat thitc &n cho hg nhu 12 mdt hinh phat vi ¢ dirng lai ma khdng duge phép. Bbn ké bj chét, nhung The Zec thi
khong,

Lio hoi, “C6 c6 thiy thoai mai khong?”

Rosemary Barr khong dap. Ga ¢6 tén la Chenko da tra chiéc giay cho c6. Han da sup xudng trude mit cd va mang chiéc gidy vao chan ¢d nhu mot tay
ban hang trong tiém giay. R61 han bude lui, ngdi xubng chiée sofa k& bén mbt gi c6 ten la Viadimir. Ga ¢6 tén la Sokolov da ¢ lai du6i nha trong mbt
céan phong day nhitng thiét bi gidm sat. Con gi c6 tén Ia Linsky dang budc quanh cén phong, miét trang béch ra vi dau. Lung han bi dau sao do.

GA tén Vladimir néi, “Khi The Zec néi thi may nén tra 161.”
Rosemary nhin ling di. C6 s¢ Vadimir. S¢' héin hon nhitng dira khac. Viadimir to 16n, va héin toat ra mdt vé doi bai, nhw mot thir mii vay.

Linsky hoi, “N6 ¢6 hiéu dia vi ctia nd khong?” The Zec mim cudi voi hén, va Linsky cudi lai. D6 1 mdt trd diia riéng gita ching v6i nhau. Bit cir yéu
sach ndo vé quyén loi hay yéu sach dugc ddi xtr nhén ban trong céc trai ti luén dugc tra 1oi bang mdt cau hoi: May ¢6 hiéu dia vi ciia may khong? Cau
hoi luén duge theo sau bang mdt 1oi tuyén bd: May khong c6 mdt dia vi ndo ca. Pbi voi T6 Qudc thi niy khong la cai gi ca. Lan dau tién Linsky nghe
cau hoi, hdn sdp stra tra o4, nhung The Zec da 16i hén di. Vao thoi diém d6, The Zec da cé mudi tim nim sO mé giang hd trong tii i nén sur can thiép
ndy khong c6 gi dic biét. Nhung & rang Fo da cam thdy mot diéu gi d6 véi thing bé chura dugce ubn néin kia. Lo dd bao che cho thing bé. Ching cip
ke v6i nhau tir dao d6, qua mot chudi dai nhitng dia danh ma chéing ai trong ca hai c6 thé ké tén ra. Nhiéu sach vo duogc viét v& quin déo Gulag, va
nhitng tai liéu dugc khim pha, nhing ban d6 dwoc p ra, nhung tr tréu ki nhimg ké da tham duyr trong d6 khong biét ring ho da ¢ dau. Khong ai cho
ho biét. Mot trai ti | mot trai ti, ¢6 day thép gai, nhimg cin choi, rimg bat nghin, inh nguyén bat nghin, cong viée vo tan. Mot c4i tén thi thay dbi duoc
a?

Linsky ttrng la m0t tay linh va tay trom cdp. O Tay Au hay & M hiin s& 0 til, & day hai nam, 6 kia ba nam, nhung trong thoi Lién bang X6 Viét, trom cip
12 mot trong toi v& miit tur twéng, N6 cho thiy mot khuynh hudng c6 tinh thiéu gido duc va phan xa hoi dbi véi tai san riéng, Khuynh huéng d6 duoc dap
lai bang mot syr thanh trir nhanh chong va vinh vién ra khoi x3 hoi vin minh. Trong trudng hop ctia Linsky, sur thanh trir 6 kéo dai tir 1963 cho téi khi
x4 hoi van minh sup d6 va Gorbachev cho giai toa quan dao Gulag,

The Zec ndi, “N6 hiéu dia vi ctia nd. Va bude ké tiép s& 1 chip nhan.”

Franklin goi dién cho Helen Rodin. Muoi phiit sau, ¢6 tr6 lai van phong cua 6ng. C6 van con gian Reacher. Piéu do tht 16 rang, Nhung co qua lo ling
cho Rosemary Barr dé bién con gién thanh to chuyén. Franklin ngdi & ban gidy, mot nit nhin vao méan hinh vi tinh. Helen va Ann 'Yanni ngdi véi nhau &



ban. Reacher nhin dam dam ra cira so. Tri dang ti dan.

Helen noi, “Chiing ta nén goi bao cho ai do.”

Reacher héi, “Ai day?”

“Cha 6. Ong 4y a ngudi tot.”

Reacher quay lai. “Gia du 6ng 4y 1a nguoi ot di. Ching ta s& 0o Vo1 ong by chuyén gi? Noi rang ching ta c6 mot nguoi mét tich? Ong 4y s& goi cho

c6m, boi vi 6ng Ay con co thé 1am chuyén gi khéc day? Va néu Emerson la ké xau, com s& ngdi yén mac chuyén ay. Ngay ca neu Emerson la nguoi tot di
nita, thi c6m ciing van ngdi im thoi. Viée mdt ngudi trudng thanh bi mit tich khong lim cho ai nén néng ca. Qua nhiéu ngudi mit tich nhur thé.”

“Nhung ¢6 dy rét can thiét cho vu an.”

“Vu 4n 1 vé ong anh ctia c6 4y. Thé nén cém chi nghi ring c6 4y bo di i didu tyr nhién. Nguoi anh | mot t6i pham khét tiéng 1am cho ¢ 4y khong chiu
dung duoc noi 6 nhyc.”

“Nhung 6ng c6 thiy c6 dy bi bét coc. Ong c6 thé n6i véi ho.”

“Toi thiy mdt chiée gidy. D6 1 tat ca nhimg g t0i c6 thé n6i lai. Va ¢ dy t6i khong durge nguwdi ta tin. Toi da chiu du tro ngu ngde sudt hai ngay nay
roL.”

“Vay thi ching ta lam gi day?”

Reacher quay lai vai céi cira sO.

Ong n6i, “Chiing ta s& tyr minh lo liéu ly.”
“Lo liu nhur thé nao?”

“Tét ca nhitng gichingta can mot dia diém Chiing ta xem xét k§ ngudi phu nit bi bin, ching ta tim nhitng c4i tén, chiing ta tim canh hung, ching ta
tim mdt noi chon. Roi ching ta dén dé.”

Yanni hoi, “Khi nao?”

Reacher ndi, “Mudi hai tiéng. Trude khi troi rang sang. Chiing s& im viéc theo mot kiéu thoi khoa bicu. Ching mudn tish chuyén véi toi trude, rdi ching
muon bat dau sinh sy véi Rosemary Barr. Ching ta can tim dén c6 ay trude khi ching khong con kién nhan nita.”

“Nhung diéu d6 ¢6 nghia 12 6ng s& 16 dién ngay khi ching dang mong 6ng.”

Reacher khong néi gi.

Yanni néi, “Diéu d6 nhur 1 budc thing vao bay vay.”

Reacher khong tra Ioi. Yanni quay sang Franklin néi, “Cho chiing toi biét thém vé ngudi phu nit b ban di.”

Franklin ni, “Khong c6 gi dé n6i thém. Toi da do di do lai. Ba Ay b mdt nguoi rét binh thuong,”

“Con gia dinh ciia ba 4y?”

“Tét ca déu & lai bén mién Dong. Ba 4y tir bén d6 don vé day.”

“Ban be thi sao?”

“Co ban thi c6 hai ngudi. Mot ddng nghiép va mot hing xém. Ca hai déu khong c6 gi thi vi. Vi du, khong c6 ai 1 ngudi Nga ca.”
Yanni quay lai v&i Reacher. “Vay thi c6 & anh sai rdi. C6 I8 phat stng thir ba khong phéi i phét chinh.”

Reacher n6i, “Dung 14 phat d6 thoi. Néu khong tai sao hén lai ngimg lai sau khi bin? Han ngimg vi mudn xem k§ xem minh bén c6 tring khong,”
“Hén ciiing ngirng sau phat thir sau. Ngimg hin luon.”

“Hin s& khong cho lau nhu thé. T6i i d6 moi chuyén c6 thé da hoan toan khong con kiém soat dugc nita. Moi ngudi c6 thé nhio nhio ngi dii vao
I]lﬁu,”

“Nhung ho da khong hon loan.”

“Hin da khong thé tién doan dugc diéu do.”



Franklin néi, “Téi ddng y. V&i mdt chuyén nhur thé, ngudi ta khong thire hién bang phét dAu tién hay phat sau cling.”
R&i mét ong trdi di. Ong nhin dam dam vao bire twong nhur thé 6ng khong thiy né.

Ong n6i, “Guomda.”

Ong nhin vao man hinh.

Ong n6i, “Toi quén bing mdt diéu.”

Reacher hoi, “Diéu gi?”

“Piéu anh vira n6i vé c¢6 Rosemary Barr. Nhirng nguoi mét tich.”

Ong quay lai voi con chudt va ban phim, bt dau bam va g5. Roi dng bam vao niit Enter va ngdi chdm ra trudc cham chi, nhu thé ngdi gin thém co thé
tang toc do.

Ong n6i, “Co hdi cudi cling.”

Tir nhitng quang c4o trén ti vi, Reacher biét ring cic may vi tinh hoat dong quanh mirc vai ty héc, ma 6ng cho thé 1 rit nhanh. Nhung ngay ca thé, mn
hinh ctia Franklin van trong khong trong mdt Iic 1au, rat Jiu. C6 mot hinh hoa nhé ti xiu nim & gdc. N6 dang xoay cham chim N6 ¢6 nghiia 1 dang c6
mdt cude ra sodt ki ludng va kién nhin qua mot krong dit liéu nhiéu vo tin. N6 xoay trong nhiéu phit. Roi ngimg, C6 tiéng lch tach tinh dién tir man
hinh r61 hinh anh bi x6a va don lai trong mét tai liéu duoc in day dac. Phong chit vi tinh don gian. Tir cho ctia minh, Reacher khong thé doc duoc.

Ca cén phong im Eing.

Franklin ngudc 1én.

Ong n6i, “OK. Péy rdi cac ban. Cudi cling. Sau cing ciing c6 mot diéu gi d6 khong binh throng. Sau cing ching ta ciing bét dwoc mot manh mbi.”
Yanni hoi, “Dicu gi vay?”

“Oline Archer béo ring chdng ciia ba m¥t tich tir hai thang trudc.”

Ban dang doc truyén Mot Phdat Mot Mang duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 15

Franklin day lui chiéc ghé dé trong chd cho moi ngurdi vy quanh mén hinh. Reacher va Helen ding ké vai bén nhau. Khong con thix dich. Chi ¢6 niém
hao hing cua sy truy dudi.

Phén I6n tai liéu bao gdm phan md dau dwoc nd hoa va thong tin ngudn. Chir, s6, thoi gian, ngudn gde. Thong diép chinh rit ngan Hai thang trudce, ba
Oline Anne Archer da nop mot ban bao cao v& ngudi mat tich lién quan dén chong ba. Tén ctia ong | 13 Edward Stratton Archer. Ong d4 roi ng01 nha ho
song v6i nhau dé di 1im som trong mot ngiy thir Hai binh thudng, va van chura tré vé& ¢ thoi diém cudi ngay thir Tur, 1 khi ban bao cao dugc viét.
Helen hoi, “Ong ta van dang mit tich 42

Franklin néi, “Pung vay.” Ong chi vao mot chit A nim gitta md ma s trén dAu man hinh. “N6 van con hiéu lwe.”

Reacher n6i, “Vay ching ta di hoi chuyén nhitng ngudi ban ciia Oline. Ching ta can thém thong tin & ho.”

Franklin hoi, ‘“Ngay bay gio a?”

Reacher n6i, “Chiing ta chi ¢6 muroi hai gioy théi. Khong c6 thoi gian dé bo phi dau.”

Franklin ghi lai tén va dia chi ctia ngudi ddng nghiép va ngudi hang xém ciia Oline. Ong chuyén méanh gidy cho Ann Yanni vi ¢6 1 ngudi tra krong cho
ong.

Ong n6i, “Toi s& & lai ddy. Toi s& xem xem ong chdng ¢ xuét hién trong cc co s¢ di liéu khong, Chuyén nay c6 thé 1 mot sy tinh ¢d. C6 thé dng ta ¢6


http://ebookfull.net

mdt ba vo & mdi tiéu bang, Chuyén nay khong phai 1 lin du.”

Reacher noi, “Toi khong tin vao nhiing chuyén tinh ¢. Do d6 dimg phi thi gio. Thay vi viy anh haly tim gicp t6i mdt s6 dién thoai. Hén tén & Cash. Cyu
Thily quan. Han lam chu céi truong ban ma James Barr dén. O dui Kentucky. Goi han cho t6i.”

“Nhén gi?”

“N6i tén ctia t6i. Bao hin véc xac ngay kén chiéc Humvee. Bao hin l4i Ién diy ngay t6i nay. Bao hin 1 co mdt giai Invitational méi dang dién ra.”
“Giai Invitational u?”

“Hin s& hiéu. Bao héin mang theo khéu M24. Va dng ngim ban dém. Va bét cir thir gi khédc ma hin vé duge quanh do.”

Reacher di theo Ann Yanni va Helen Rodin xu(‘ing cau thang, Ho ciing vao chiéc xe Saturn ctia Helen, hai ngudi phu nit ngdi trude, Reacher ngdi ghé
sau. Reacher nghi chac moi ngudi déu thich chiéc Mustang hon, nhung né chi c6 hai cho.

Helen hoi, “Pi dau trude day?”
Reacher hoi lai, “Noi nao gin hon?”
“Nguoi dong nghiép.”

“OK, t6i ba ta trude.”

Luru thong chdm. Cac con dudng b cat xé va xe thi cong ra ra vao vao cac khu vye dang xy dyng. Reacher liéc nhin ddng hd va nhin ra cira s6. Anh
nang chiéu dang nhat dan. Chiéu o1 dang dén. Thoi gian dang nhich dan di.

Ngudi dong nghiép sng trong mot khu ngoai 6 don gian & phia Pong thanh phé Nhitng con duong thing tip trong khu dan cur chay theo 16i ban co.
Hai bén duong la nhitng nong trai gian di. Nhitng ng6i nha trong cac khoang At nho, co treo trén cot, dai vong trén cira nha de xe, chao ang ten trén
ng khoi bang gach. Mot s6 cdy trong trén via hé ¢6 nhimg dai ruy bang mau vang da bac phéch bude quanh. Reacher doan ring ching biéu trung cho
tinh doan két v6i nhitng ngudi linh dang phuc vy ¢ nurde ngoai. Trong cude xung dot nao do, ong khong biét chiic. Lam thé thi dwoc g, 6ng khong hiéu.
Ong da phuc VUL 6 e ngoai trong gan muroi ba nam va chua timg thay ai quan tm dén nhiing thir duoc bude 1én cay & qué nha. Chi can ¢6 nguoi tra
lrong, cung cép thure phim, nurde ndi, dan duge, va céc ba vo & nha van chung thity, ki dit cho hiu hét bon linh trang hanh phtic roi.

Mt trdi dang ha xubng sau lung ho va Helen ki chim, dau co chii t6i truée dé dé nhin thy trude s6 nha. C thiy duoc dia chi co can va tat vao 161
danh cho xe vao 16i dau lai sau mdt chi€c xe con. Chiéc xe con mdi. Reacher nhin ra hi¢u xe da thay lic di b trén con dudng bon lan: Bao dam tot nhat
nudc My!

Neuoi dong nghiép | mdt ngudi dan ba mét moi va phién mudn do ba muroi lim tudi. Chi ta mo cira roi budc ra ngoai hién nha, r6i kéo canh cira dong
lai sau lung d€ ngin tiéng dong nghe nhur ca chyc dura tré dang dua pha bén trong, Chi ta nhan ra Ann Yanni ngay 1dp tirc. Tham chi con nhin ra sau c6
xem c6 doan quay phim khong,

Chi ta hoi, “Vang?”

Helen Rodin néi, “Chiing t6i can hoi chuyén vé Oline Archer.”

Ngudi dan ba khong n6i gi. Chi ta ¢6 vé mudn phan ddi, nhur thé biét minh nén nghi ring trd chuyén vé nhimg nan nhén ctia tham hoa véi cac nha béo 1
mot diu vo vi. Nhung rd rang tiéng tam ctia Ann Yanni d2 thing duoc sy ngai ngling ctia chi ta.

Chi ta ndi, “Vang. Quy vi can biét diéu gi ndo? Oline 1 mdt ngudi dang quy va tét ca nhan vién trong van phong ching t6i déu nhé chi iy vo cling.”
Reacher nghi, Ban chit ciia sy ngiu nhién. Nhitng cude xa sting bira bai lu6n lubn tring vao nhimg nguoi vé sau duge md ta 13 ho rit dang quy. Chang
bao gio c6 aindi, Ba ta la d6 con chudt khdn khiép va toi mimg vi b ta da ngim. Du i ai lam thit ba ta di nita thi ké d6 da limon cho ching t6i. Diéu
d6 ching bao gid xay ra.

Helen n6i, “Chiing t6i can biét doi diéu vé chdng cta ba dy.”

Ngudi dan ba néi, “Téi chura bao gior gip chdng chi dy.”

“Oline c6 ké vé ong iy khong?”

“Chi chit it, t6i nghi viy. Thinh thoang thoi. Tén ong Ay 1 Ted, t6i nghi vay.”

“Ong dy mnghé gi?”

“Ong 4y kinh doanh. Téi khong rd kinh doanh vé nganh gi.”

“Oline ¢6 ké dicu gi vé chuyén 6ng ta mit tich khong?”



“Miat tich?”
“Oline bao 6ng ta bj mit tich tir hai thang trude.”

“T6i biét chi dy c6 vé lo ing ghé lim. Toi nghii ring 6ng ta gip kho khéin trong viéc am an. Thét ra, t6i nghi 6ng ta da gap kho khén trong vong mot hai
namnay. D6 14 ly do vi sao Oline di lam lai.”

“Khong phai trudc ba dy van di am sao?”

“0, khong, thra c6. T6i nghi ngay xua chi dy c6 di m, rdi chi 4y nghi viée. Nhung chi 4y phai di im tré lai. Do hoan canh. i ngroc hoan toan véi con
duong Ién voi.”

Reacher noi, “Nghia 1 xudng cho.”

Neudi dan ba néi, “Vang, dai loai thé. Chi dy cin cong viée, vi Iy do tai chinh. Téi nghif chi y cam thiy ngwong nging vé viée y.”
Ann Yanni hoi, “Nhung ba 4y khong ké gi ki hon sa0?”

Ngudi dan ba néi, “Chi dy 1 nguoi rat kin dao.”

“Diéu ndy quan trong m.”

“Chj 4y hay lo déing, Trude ddy chi Ay khong nhu thé. Khoang mdt tuin trude khi chét, chi dy da di dau biét tam gan ca mdt budi chiéu. Trude day chi
ay ciing khong lam nhu thé bao gio.”

“Chi c6 biét ba Ay dang lam gi khong?”

“Khong, t6i that s khong biét.”

“Bit cir didu gi ma chi nhd duge vé chdng ctia ba dy déu rat c6 ich ddi véi ching t6i.”
Ngudi dan ba Fic dau. “Tén ong 4y i Ted. D6 1 tit ca nhitng gi t6i c6 thé biét chic.”
Helen néi, “Vang, camon chi.”

Cb quay di va budc tro lai xe. Yanni va Reacher di theo. Nguoi dan ba & ngoai hién nhin chiim cham theo ho, thét vong, nhur thé chi ta vira trurgt mdt
cudc thr giong,

%k sk ok

Amn Yanni n6i, “Gach bo s6 mdt. Nhung dig lo. Doi luon nhur vay. Nhidu lic t6i nghi chiing ta nén ctr thé bé qua ngudi dau tién trén danh sach. Ho
chang bao gio biet chuyén gi ca.”

Reacher cam thiy khong thoai méi & ghé sau xe. Chiéc tti quan ket bén dudi mong va canh clia mot dong xu ddm vao dui ong. Ong xoay qua xoay lai
101 Jy 16 ra. D6 1 mdt dong hai muroi Bim xu, m6i toanh va sang giéi. Ong ngim nhin né trong mdt phiit rdi bo 16 vao ti kia.

Ong n6i, “T6i ddng ¥. L& ra chiing ta nén bo qua ba ta. Ldi cia toi. Theo bgic mit ddng nghiép s& khong biét gi nhidu. Nguoi ta thudng kin ddo voi céc
dong nghiép. Nhat [a nhitng ngurdi giau gip phai lic kho khan.”

Yanni n6i, “Nguoi hang x6m s& biét nhiéu hon.”
Helen néi, “Chiing ta hy vong vay.”

Ho b1 ket trong dong xe d1 ngang thi trin. Ho dl tir vimg ngoai i thanh hurdng Pong qua ngoai thanh hudng Tay, di chuyen that cham. Reacher nhin ddng
1 rdi lai nhin qua cira s6. Mat troi da xudng rat thip & duong chan troi trde mit ho. Phia sau ho trdi d chang vang toi

Thoi gian dang nhich di.
Rosemary nhiic nhich trén ghé va ¢b vimg khéi 16p bang keo quin quanh hai c6 tay co.
C6 n6i, “Chiing t6i biét Charlie i ké im vy nay.”

The Zec lap lai, “Charlie?”

“Nguoi duge xem Ia ban ctia anh t6i.”

The Zec n6i, “Chenko. Tén hin i Chenko. Pung vay, hin lam déy. N6i v& chién thudt thi d6 1 ké hoach ctia héin. Han thuc hién rit tdt. TAt nhién, voc



déng cta hén rat ¢6 loi. Hin c6 thé mang giy ctia minh bén trong gidly ciia anh ¢6. Hin phai xdn quan va dng tay 40 mura kén.”
Rosemary ni, “Nhung ching toi biét.”

“Nhung ai biét? Va chinh xéc i ho gop duoc phan gi day?”

“Helen Rodin biét.”

“C6 58 cho ¢0 ta thoi im ludt sur cho minh. C6 s& chdm dit quyen dai dién ciia 0 ta. C6 Rodin s& khong thé Ep lai bét ctr dieu gi ¢6 ta biét boi mbi
quan hé cua hai nguoi dugce bao mat. Linsky, ta noi theé c6 ding khong?”

Linsky gt dau. Hin ngdi trén sofa cach d6 hai mét, dira nguoi trong mot tur thé ky quiic dé thur giin cai lung,
Hin n6i, “D6 1 luat. O My nay.”
Rosemary ndi, “Franklin biét. Va Ann Yanni nira.”

The Zec n6i, “Tin don, cac gia thuyét, sur suy doan, 16i am chi. Hai ngudi d6 khong c6 chimg cir thuyét phuc. Va ciing khong c6 uy tin. Cac tham tir tur
va nha bao chinh xac 14 loai nguoi ban rao cac gii thich ky quéc cho nhiing s kién nhur thé ndy. Nguoi ta ¢6 thé hrong trude viée do. Khong c6 nb moi
14 bat binh thurong, RS rang ki ¢6 mdt vi tong thong & xtr s¢ nay da bi giét hon bdn muroi ndm trrde, va nhimg ngudi nhur ho van khing khing ring su
that van chra dugc kham pha.”

Rosemary khong noi gi.

The Zec n6i, “Loi khai ctia ¢6 s& 1 t6i hau. C6 s& dén chd Rodin va s& tuyén th¢ dé khai vé viéc anh cta ¢6 da lén ké hoach nhur thé nao. V& viéc hin
da ké voi ¢o nhimg gi hén du dinh. Mot cach chi tiét. Thoi gian, dia diém, moi thir. C6 s& noi rang ¢6 da khong coi nhitng chuyén do I nghiém tic, va
khién co gi0 ddy an han mot cach thanh thyc va vinh vién. Roi mot Iy do khong déng ké nao d6 dé tay luat su cong ngo dén bang chimg ciia ¢ mdt céi,
va tuyén b anh ¢6 ¢6 t0i, rdi moi chuyén s& chAmdit.”

Rosemary ndi, “Toi s€ khong lam chuyén do.”
The Zec nhin thing vao co.

Lo noi, “Co s& im Toi hira véi c6 diéu d6. Hai muroi bon gior nita c6 s& van xin duoc lam thé. C6 s& phat 16 vi so rang ching ti c6 thé ddi y ma
khong de€ cho ¢6 lam.”

Cén phong tré nén im king. Rosemary liéc nhin The Zec nhu thé ¢6 co didu gi d6 mudn néi. Rdi ¢b nhin ling di noi khéc. Nhung di sao The Zec ciing tra
161 c6. Lao da nghe thay thong di€p ctia ¢6 rat Ion va 10 rang,

Lo noi, “Khong, ching tdi s€ khong c6 mit & d6 véi c6 khi cb cung khai. Nhung ching toi chic chén s& biét nhitng gi ¢6 ndi voi ho. Chi trong vai phut.

Va dung nghi dén chuyén rao mot vong qua bén xe buyt. Thir nhat 13, chiing t6i s& giét anh c6 ngay. Va thém nita, khong c6 noi nao trén the giéi ndy ma

chiing t6i khong thé tim thay ¢d.”

Rosemary khong noi gi.

The Zec n6i, “Du thé ndo di nira, dimg tranh ci. Khong ich loi gl Va vo nghia. C6 s& n6i vdi ho nhiing gi ching to1 bao ¢ néi. C6 s& noi, cd biét ma.
Cos& thiy. C6 s tha thiét duoc néi. C6 s& ao ude ching t6i da sip xép mot cude hen sémhon cho co. O toa an. C6 s& ding thoi gian cho doi dé quy
xudng van xin mot co hdi dé chimg to cho chiing t6i thiy ¢6 thudc bai gioi nhur thé ndo. Chuyén thudng s& xay ra nhur thé. Chiing t6i rat gioi trong nhiing
chuyén nay. Chiing ti da dwoc chén truyén tir cic bac sur ph.”

Rosemary noi, “Anh ctia t6i bi chimng Parkinson.”

The Zec héi, “Pa khdm khi nio?” vi o da biét cau tra 1oi.

“N¢ dang phat trién.”

The Zec lic dAu. “Chi quan den thé 1am sao c6 ich duge. Ai dambéo ring né khong phai la m0t tinh trang tuong tu glong do chén thirong méi day giy
ra? Néu khong, thi ai dam bao ring tinh trang d6 dwoc tinh A mot can trd thyre su? Khi bén tir khoang cach gan dén thé? Neu tay ludt su bao chita
mang dén mot tay chuyén vién, thi Rodin s& mang dén ba tay nhur thé. Ong ta s& tim thiy nhimg bac i sin sang tuyén thé ring Amnie Oakley [38] nho
nhan bi chimg Parkinson hanh ha tir ngdy ba ay méi ra doi kia.”

[38]: Mot tay thién xa ndi tiéng & bang Ohio. Ba tén that | Phoebe Moses, sinh ndm 1860, mdt trong nhitng ngdi sao trong doan Wild West Show ctia
Buffalo Bill

Rosemary noi, “Reacher biét.”

“Thing linh 4y 4? Thing linh s& chét vao sang mai. Chét hay bo chay.”



“Ong 4y s& khong bo chay.”
“Vay thi héin s& chét. Hin s& t6i dé giai thoét cho ¢ i nay. Chiing t6i s& sin sang chio d6n hén.”
Rosemary khong noi gi.

The Zec n6i, “Trude ddy timg c6 nhing ké tim dén ching t6i vio ban dém. Nhidu liic, nhidu noi. Va cho t6i nay thi ching t6i vin & day. Da [39],
Linsky?”

[39]: Tiéng Nga: Biing khong

Linsky lai git dau.

Hin n6i, “Ching ta van & day.”

The Zec hoi, “Khi nio thi hin s& dén?”

Rosenary dap, “Toi khong biét.”

Linsky noi, “Bdn gid sang. Han 1 nguoi My. Ching dwoc huén luyén ring bon gior sang 1 thoi gian tot nhit cho mdt cudc tin cong bat ngd.”
“Theo hudng nao?”

“Tén cong tir huéng Béc i hop Iy nhit. Nha may nghlen d4 s che chéin cho viée chuén bj ctia hin va chi bit hén virot qua mdt khoang tréng hai trim
thude. Nhung ti nghi hén s& ira ching ta & 6. Han s& tranh hudéng Béc, boi vi hin biét d6 1 hudng tot nhat.”

The Zec ndi, “Khong phai tir huong Tay.”

Linsky Itc Fic du. “Toi dong y. Khong thé di thing theo 16i xe vao. Huéng d6 qua thing va trong trai. Hin s& dén tir hudng Nam hay hudng Dong”
The Zec n6i voi hén, “Diéu Viadimir vao véi Sokolov. Bao ching n6 quan sat hudng Nam va hudéng Dong thét cén than. Nhung ndi ching déy huéng
Bic va huéng Tay luon. Ca bén huong phai duoc gidm sat lién tuc. dé dé phong. Roi diéu Chenko mang sing 1én hanh lang ting trén. Hén c6 thé sin
sang trién khai dén bét ctr cira s6 ndo can thiét. Vi Chenko, chi cin mot phat 1 d.”

Réi o quay lai v6i Rosemary Barr.

Lo ndi véi ¢d, “Trong lic ndy ching t6i s& dé ¢6 & mdt noi an toan. Bai phy dao ctia ¢6 s& bat dau ngay khi thing linh duge chén xong.”

Nhimng khu ngoai 6 phia Tay 14 noi sinh séng ctia nhirng ngudi lam viée trong thanh phd, do do6 hru thong subt 16i ra rat 6. Nhimng ngdi nha dep d€ hon
nhiéu so v6i hudng Pong, Ching déu hai ting, déu khac nhau, déu duoc bao tri t6t. Ching déu thude nhitng khu dét 1on, ¢6 hd boi va canh tri cdy xanh
khoang khoat. Véi nhitng tia néing cudi cling séng 1én phia sau, ching trong giéng nhur cac bire hinh trong mt & quang cdo.

Reacher ndi, “Pam tu san keo kiét.”

Yanni n6i, “Thir ma tit ca ching ta déu ao udc.”

Reacher n6i, “Ho s& khong mubn n6i. Khong phai kiéu ctia ho.”

Yanni n6i, “Ho s€ noi. Ai cling s& ndi voi toL.”

Ho tir tir 1ai qua nha ctia Archer. C6 mt tim bién diic bang kim logi treo trén ddy xich manh ¢ dudi hop thu: Ted va Oline Archer. Piing xa phia sau n6,
ngang qua mot san c6 thodng rng, ngdi nha trong khép kin, t0i va im ing. N6 la mot ngdi nha I6n kiéu Tudor [40]. Nhing thanh xa nha mau niu u am,
vita mau kem Nha dé xe du cho ba chiéc. Reacher nghi, Khong c6 ai ¢ nha.

[40]: Tén mdt virong triéu ctia mrde Anh.

Nguoi hing xomma ho dang tim hién sélgg 0 bénkia dudng, cach mot 16 dat V~é huéng Béc. Nha ciia ba ta khoang cing & v6i nha cta Archer nhung
duoc dung theo kiéu Y. Nhirng diém nhan bang d4, nhiing ngon thap nho ¢6 16 chau mai, nhimg mai hién che néng md t6i trén cac cira s tang trét quay
ve huéng Nam. Anh niang chicu dang nhoa dan vao t6i va dén dang thap Ién phia sau cac cira s6 phirém Ca con pho trong dm cting, ngoi nghi, yén
vang, va rat thoa man voi chinh minh. Reacher noi, “Ho ngu binh yén trén girong vi nhing tay dir ton ludn tic tryc trong dém dé giang v e vao nhimg
ké muon lamhai ho.”

Yanni héi, “Anh cling doc George Orwell [41] 4?”

[41]: Nha viin nguoi Anh, “Ho ngii binh yén trén giudng...” 1 bién thé ctia mdt ciu thudng duoc gan cho Orwell

Reacher dap, “T6i cé hoc dai hoe. Theo ding dinh nghia thi West Point 1a mdt truong dai hoc.”



Yanni n6i, “Cai trat tw xa hoi dang hién hiru 2 mot sy bip bom va nhimg niém tin dugc n6 ca tung phén Ion 4 4o twéng.”

Reacher néi, “Khong mt ké biét suy nghii ndo sdng trong mdt xa hoi nhur xa hoi ciia ching ta ma khong mudn thay d6in.”

Helen néi, “Toi tin réng nhitng ngudi néy hoan toan i nhitng ngudi tot.”

“Nhung liéu ho ¢6 ndi véi ching ta khong?”

Yanni n6i, “Ho s€ noi. Ai cling s€ ndi.”

Helen i xe vao mdt 0i di dai tréi d4 voi va d6 lai khoang hai muroi bo phia sau mdt chiéc xe thé thao da dung ngoai nhip c6 nhitng banh I6n bang crom
Canh ctra trude clia ngdi nha lam bang go s6i xamrét ¢o, ¢6 dai sat voi nhimg dau dinh to nhu nhitng trai bong choi gon. N6 tao cam giac diqua nd la
¢ thé budce thang vao thoi Phuc hung,

Reacher ndi, “Tu hitu 1a trdm cép.”

“Proudhon [42]. Tu hiru déng dugc khat khao, 3 mdt diéu thién tich cuc trén tran thé.”

Reacher n6i, “Abraham Lincoln. Trong ban Thong diép lién bang dau tién khi 6ng lim Tong thong.”

[42]: “Tur hivu I trém cap™ cau trich trong “Tur hitu B gi?”” (1840) ctia Oierre-Joshep Proudhon.

Trén cira co mdt chiéc vong gd cira bang sit namtrong miéng mbt con sur tir. Helen ndng n 1én dap vao canh cira. Roi ¢b thiy mdt nit chudng dién an,
¢ ciing bAm 1 chudng lu6n. Ho khong nghe tiéng tra 10i ndo tir bén trong, Canh cira thi nang, tuong thi day. Helen bam chuong thém Jan nita, va khi ¢b
con chua nhic ngon tay ra khoi nit thi canh cira tach ra khoi nhimg dai chdng gi6 bang dong dudi san va nang lén nhur mjt ham md. Mot ngudi dan ng
dang dung sau canh ctra, tay dé trén nam ctra bén trong.

Ong ta h01, “Vang?” Ong trac trén dudi bén nuo‘1, chic mch, thanh dat, chic hin thanh vién cuia mot cau lac by choi gbn, co thé 1a EKk, c6 thé Ia
Rotary. Ong méic quan nhung va 4o len ¢6 nhiéu hoa van. Ong ta thudc loai ngudi vira vé dén nha thi thay d ngay 1ap tire nhu mot théi quen.

Helen hoi, “Vo ong ¢6 nha khong? Ching toi mudn noi chuyén véi ba iy vé Oline Archer.”
Ong ta hoi, “Vé Oline?” Ong dang nhin Ann Yanni.

Helen néi, “T6i Ia ludt su.”

“Cé chuyén gi dé ndi vé Oline?”

Yanni n6i, “C6 thé ¢6 nhiéu chuyén dé ni hon 1 6ng nghi.”

“C06 khong phai Ia luat su.”

Yanni n6i, “Toi dén dy voi tur cach mdt nha béo. Nhung khong phéi dé kiém mot cau chuyén bén k lim ly. Khong c6 gi i maume ca. C6 thé c6 mot
vu an oan. Vande ¢ day Ia the.”

“Mot vu 4n oan theo kiéu ndo?”

“Ho ¢6 thé da bat nhim nguoi trong vu ban tia. D6 1a Iy do 61 dén day. D6 1a Iy do tit ca ching t6i dén day.”

Reacher quan sat nguoi dan 6ng, Ong ta dimg d6, giir Jy canh cira, ¢& quyét dinh. Sau cling 6ng ta chi thd dai va budc Iui

Ong ta néi, “Moi moi nguoi vao.”

Al cling s€ ndi.

Ong ta d&n moi ngudi di qua mdt hanh lang son vang im éng dén mot phong khach. Cain phong thét rong va sach bong. Ghé boc nhung, nhiing chiéc ban
£0 gunho, 10 suo6i bang da. Khong ¢4 ti vi. Han phai c6 mit phong riéng dé xem ti vi. Mot phong nho, hay mjt phong chiu phim riéng ki€u gia dinh.
Hay ¢6 & ho khong xem ti vi. Reacher thay Ann Yanni dang can nhac tinh toan cac kha nang,

Nguoi dan dng noi, “Toi di goi nha to1.”

Mot phit sau 6ng ta quay lai voi mt nguoi phu nit xmhxan, tre hon 6ng ta mot chit. Ba ta mic quan jeans ulthangnep va 40 dan cung mau vang nhu
trén cac birc turong. Chan di giay nhe. Khong tat Ba co kiéu toc rét dat tién dé trong nhur budng tur nhién va rdi tung vi gio. Ba ta co chidu cao trung binh
va than hinh ménh mai cho ta biét vé& nhitng quyén sach an kiéng va khoang thoi gian da bo ra trong cac Iop aerobic.

Ba hoi, “Chuyén gi day?”

Helen néi, “Chuyén Ted Archer.”



“Ted? Toi twdng quy vi néi voi ong nha t6i 14 vé Oline.”

“Ching t6i nghi ¢6 thé c6 mot sur lién hé. Giira tinh canh ctia ong 4y va ba dy.”

“Lamsao ma c6 sy lién hé duroc? Chéc chéin nhitng gi xay dén cho Oline 1 hoan toan tir trén troi roi xudng mi.”

“C6 thé khong phai vay.”

“T6i khong hiéu.”

“Chiing t6i ngd ring Oline ¢6 thé 13 muc tiéu chinh, dugc che ddy nhd 1an 16n vao bbn nan nhan kia.”

“Khong phai d6 1a viéc ctia canh sat sao?”

Helen ngung gidy Iat, “Ngay lic ndy thi cd vé canh sat hai long voi nhitng gi ho ¢ dugce.”

Ngudi phu nit liéc nhin chong,

Ong ta n6i, “Vay thi t6i khong nghi réng chiing t6i nén trao ddi gi vé chuyén nay.”

Yanni hoi, “Khong chit nao ca sao? Hay chi véi t6i thoi?”

“T6i khong chic rang ching t6i mudn én ti vi.”

Reacher cudi thim. Mat bén kia ctia dong xu.

Yanni ni, “Péy chi i nhitng thong tin bé su thoi. C6 néu tén 6ng ba hay khong 1a hoan toan tity thude & hai nguoi””

Ngudi phu nit ngdi xubng sofa, chdng ba ngdi ké bén, gﬁn sét. Reacher lai cudi thim. Ho da vo tinh phong theo tu thé chudn cap vo chéng ngdi trén
sofa lu6n luon sir dung trong nhiing cude phong van truyén hinh. Hai girong mit sat vao nhau, bo cuc ly twong cho mdt cén canh. Yanni hiéu ngay diéu
d6 va ngdi vao chiec ghe banh doi dién voi ho, ngbi ngay sat ria, ngudi nga toi trude, cui chd chong len dau goi, nét bicu cam than thién va coi mo hién
Ién trén gwong mit ¢6. Helen ngdi xuong mot chiéc ghé khac. Reacher budc tranh ra bén cira s0. Ding mdt ngon tay dich tamrém nhich ra. Bén ngoai
troi toi nhur mrc.

Thoi gian dang nhich di.

Yanni hoi, “Xin ké cho ching t6i biét vé Ted Archer.” Mot yéu ciu don gién, chi chin tiéng, nhung giong diéu ¢d lai ndi rang: Toi nghi réng ong ba |
nhing ngudi dac biét nhat trén doi va t6i rat mong duoc lamban cua 6ng ba. Trong mot thoang, Reacher nghi rang Yanni da chon nhamnghe. L& ra c6
da c6 the lammdt canh sat tuyét gioi.

Neuoi phy nit n6i, “Ted gip kho khan trong vi€e lam an.”

Yanni hoi, “C6 phai d6 1 Iy do 6ng ta bién méit khong?”’

Ba ta nhin vai, “D6 14 gia dinh ban dAu cta Oline.”

‘LN}mg?”

“Cudi clng thi chi 4 ay tir bo céch giai thich do. Va t6i nghi la chia dy ding. Ted khong phai I loai ngudi d6. Va kho khan cta 6ng 4y khong phai 1a loai
kho khiin d6. Thue té 1 6ng dy dang bi réc rdi to va 6ng Ay dién Ién vé diéu d6 va dng dy dang tranh d4u. Khi nguoi ta tranh dau thi nguoi ta khong ling
lang bo di, phai khong nio?”

“Ong Ay bi rac r6i nhur thé nao?”

Ba ta liéc nhin 6ng chdng. Ong ta nghiéng t6i trrde, Chuyén dan ong. “Khach hang chinh khong mua hang cua 6ng ta nita. Chuyén niy van thurong xay
ra. Thé lyc trong thurong truong lic tr01luc sut. Thé nén Ted dé nghi throng hrong lai. D4 nghi giam gia. Khong dugc. Thé nén 6ng 4y dé nghi giam thém
nita. Ong Ay n6i v6i t6i ring 6ng Ay da xudng dén mirc cho khong, Van khong duogc. Ho khong mua nita, thé thoi”

Yanni hoi, “Ong nghi ring diéu gi dang xay ra?”Noi tiép di, thua ngai.

Ong ta néi, “Tham nhiing. Di cira sau. Piéu ndy qua hién nhién. Mot trong nhitng ddi thi canh tranh ctia Ted dang tung tién lai qua. Mot ngudi trung thure
lam sao canh tranh lai duoc.”

“Chuyén nay bat dau tir ic nao?”

“Khoéng hai nm true. N6 B mot khé khan rét Ion doi voi ho. Ho xudng ddc rét nhanh v& miit ti chinh. Khong ¢ thu nhip on dinh. Ted ban xe. Oline
phai di lam. Chi ay chi tim duoc moi cong viéc 6 So Pang kiém. Ho cho chi lam quan Iy sau khodng mot thang.”” Ong ta mim miéng lai trong mdt nu cudi,



¢6 vé tr hao vé giai cAp ctia minh. “Thém mdt ndm nita, chi iy chic s& diéu hanh noi 6. Chi dy s& ki Uy vién hoi dong.”

“Ted da am gi vé viée nay? Ong ta tranh d4u nhur thé nao?”

“Ong 4y dang ¢b tim xem ai 1 d6i tha canh tranh.”

“Ong 4y c6 timra khong?”

“Chiing t6i khong biét. Ong dy da c¢b giing trong mot thdi gian dai, roi bién mat.”

“Oline khong nhic dén diéu nay trong bao co sao?”

Ong ta ngi lai va ngudi vo lai nga ngudi vé phia trude. Ba ta fic dau, “Oline khong mudn. Liic do thi khong, Khong c6 bang chimg gi ca. Tét ca chi
suy doan. Chi 4y khong mudn di bude t01 lung tung. Va n6 khong hén lién quan rach roi v6i nhau. Toi nghi ching ti ké nhur thé nay | khién n6 nghe co Ve
1d rang hon 1 thyc tinh ac d6. Toi plmp 16i I3, Ted khong nhp vai Sherlock Holmes. Ong 4y khong bo toan bo thoi gian theo dudi vy do. Ong 4y van
lam nhitng c6ng viée binh thurong. Ong dy chi hoi han moi nguoi khi c6 thé, ¢ biet do, hoi thim, so sanh cac ghi chi, so sanh gid, ¢ sdp xEp cac dir
kién lai v6i nhau. Viée d6 mat hai ném troi. Nhing cudc trd chuyén, nhitng ¢t dién thoai, nhimg thdm tra ltc ¢6 lic khong, dai khai the. Chéc chan la
khong c6 vé gi nguy hiém ca.”

“C6 bao gio Oline tim dén bat cir ai vé viée nay khong? V& sau, ching han?”

Ba ta git dau, “Chj y vo ciing hoang hdt trong hai thang sau khi 6ng Ay bién mit. Chiing t6i trd chuyén v6inhau. Chi 4y phat 1o én vi didu d6. Cudi
cung chi ay cho rang chac chan phai co lién quan gitta hai dicu nay. Téi dong y voi chi ay. Oline khong bict phai lam gi. Toi khuyén chi ay nén goi bao
canh sat.”

“Va ba ta goi?”

“Chi 4y khong goi. Chi 4y tur di dén chd ho. Chi 4y camthay néu noi trye tiép ho s& langnghe minh nghiém tic hon. Nhung 16 rang I ho da khong lam
thé. Khong c6 didu gi xay ra ca. Gidng nhu ném vién d4 xudng long giéng nm khong nghe tiéng nurée gi hét.”

“Ba ta di khi nao?”
“Mot tudn trude vy hdm thir Sau vira qua & quang trurong,”
Khong ai Ién tiéng, R6i Ann Yanni, ngot ngao, nho nhe, néu ra cau hoi tat ca déu cho doi, “Ong ba khong nghi ngd c6 mdt sur lién hé nao 42

Ba ta lic dau. “Tai sao phai nghi ngd? N6 hoan toan c6 vé la tring hop ngau nhién. Nhitng phat sting la ngau nhién, phai khong nao? Chinh ¢6 cting noi
nhu vay. Trén ban tin truyén hinh. Chiing t6i nghe c6 ndi thé. Nam nan nhén tinh cd, hién dién nham cho va nham uc.”

Khoéng mot ai ndi gi.
Reacher quay khoi cira s6.
Ong hoi, “Ted Archer lim an vé nganh gi vay?”

Ngudi chdng noi, “Xin 161, t6i ctr trdng quy vi biét roi. Ong ta lim chit mjt md d4. Mot noi rat 1on, cach day khoang bon muroi dam vé hudng Bic. Xi
ming, bé tong, da nghien. Két hop véi nhau theo md hinh doc, rat hitu hiéu.”

“Va ai la khach hang da rit ui?”

Ong ta d4p, “Chinh quyén thanh phd.”

“Khéch hang lon ddy.”

“Lon nhur thin. Tat ca méan xdy dung dang hoat dong hign nay i thir bénh thnh tir trén trdi roi xubng cho nhing ngwoi trong nganh ndy. Thanh phd da
ban ra chin muroi triéu d6 la tréi phicu micn thué chi dé tra phi ton cho ndmdau tién. Ctr cong thém nhitng chi phi phét sinh khong the tranh va nd s& Ia
micng banh bac ty cho ai d6.”

“Ted ban di chiéc xe gi vay?”

“Mot chiéc Mercedes-Benz.”

“Vay 6ng 4y ding xe gi?”’

“Ong dy ding mot chiéc xe tai & noi m viée.”
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“Ong c6 thiy chiéc xe d6 khong?”

“Trong hai nim ngdy ndo ciing thiy.”

“No6 la xe gi?”

“Mot chiée xe tai nhe. Hiéu Chevy, t6i nghi viy.”

“Mot chiée Silverado cii, mau ndu? Béanh bang thép?”

Ong ta tron xoe mit, “Lam sao ma 6ng biét duoc?”

Reacher ndi, “Thém mdt cau hdi nita thdi. Cho vo ong.”

Ba ta nhin 6ng,

“Sau khi Oline dén gip canh sat, ba ta c6 ké v6i ba 1a minh da ndi chuyén voi ai khong? Cé phai i mot thanh tra tén | Emerson khong?”

Ba ta lic dau. “Toi ndi véi Oline rémg néu khong muén goi dién thoai thi chi 4y nén dén so canh sat, nhung chi 4y n6inb & xa qua, vi chi dy khong co gio
nghi trea Ju nhu thé. Chi 4 ay n6i s& dén gap Ong cong t6 vién quan. Van phong cta ong ta gan S¢ Pang kiém hon nhiéu. Va du sao di nita, tinh Oline
nhu thé. Chi dy thich di thing dén noi cao cap nhit. Do d6 chi dy dén trinh bay v6i chinh Alex Rodin.”

Helen Rodin hoan toan im lang trén subt quing dudng trd vé thi tran, Im ling dénmirc ca nguoi cd ban bat run lén. M6i c6 mim lai, hai ma hop vao va
it thi m6 lon. Sw im g cuia ¢6 lam cho Reacher va Yanni khong thé ndindng gi. Nhu thé toan bo khong khi da bi hit khoi xe va tat ca nhing gi con
lai 14 sy im Iing giong nhur mdt 16 den qua 6n a0 dén mirc lam ngurodi ta dau don.

C6 Iai xe nhu mdt ngudi may, thanh thao, khong nhanh, khong cham, may méc tudn theo nhitng vach chia lin duong, dén xanh den do va bién bio
nhuong duong. C6 dau lai trén thém bén dudi van phong ctia Franklin, ¢t d€ xe nd may, va ndi, “Hai ngurdi et tiép tuc cong viée. Toi khong the lam gi
nita.”

Ann Yanni bude xudng va di dén cau thang, Reacher ngdi lai trong xe, nga ngudi Ién trude qua ghé.

Ong n6i, “Rdi s& 6n thoi ma.”

“Khong dau.”

“Helen, rat chia khoa ra va di Ién trén kia ngay lap tirc. C6 la nhan vién toa an va c6 dang c6 mdt than chu gip kho khan.” R&i 6ng mo cira, leo xubng
xe, va lic 6ng di vong quanh cop xe thi c6 da dung chd 6ng & chan cau thang,

Nhur thuong i€, Franklin dang ngdi trude méy i tinh. Ong cho Reacher biét ring Cash tir Kentucky dang trén duong dén day, khong thic nic gi ca.
Riing Ted Archer chura xuat hién & bat ctr dau trén cac co sd dir libu. R6i 6ng nhan ra sy im king va cing thing,

Ong hoi, “Chuyén gi vay?”

Reacher ndi, “Chiing ta chi con cach c6 mit bude thoi. Ted Archer lam an trong nganh bé tong, va 6ng ta bi gat ra khoi tht ca nhitng hop dong xdy dung
moi cia thanh pho bdi cd mdt ké canh tranh dua hoi 1. Ong ta ¢6 gang chirng minh di€u d6 va han sap stra thanh cong, bdi vi ké canh tranh da ha 6ng.”

“Ong c6 thé chimg minh diéu d6 khong?”

“Chi bang cach suy luan thdi. Ching ta s& ching bao gid tim ra xéc ctia 6ng dy néu khong dao duong s6 Mot Ién. Nhung toi biét chiée xe tai clia 6ng dy
hién dang & dau. N6 ¢ trong nha kho cua Jeb Oliver.”

“Taisao & d6?”

“Ching str dung Oliver cho nhiing viéc ma ching khong thé tyr m. Nhirng khi ching khong mubn chuong it ra, hay khong thé chuong mat ra dugc.
C6 I& Archer bict ching va khong doi nao dén gan ching. Nhung Oliver chi la mjt thang bé trong ving. C6 thé héin dan canh mt vu bé banh xe hay xin
dinho xe. Archer s€ dinh bay ngay. R6i bon con do giau cai xac va Oliver thi giau chiéc xe tai.”

“Oline Archer khong nghi ngd gi sao?”



Reacher n6i, “Sau cung thi ba ta cling nghi. Ba ta loay hoay voi chuyén nay sudt hai thang, r6i c6 1& da két ndi cac dir kién lai voi nhau di dé suy ra mot
dicu gi d6. RGi ba ta bat dau mang nd ra cong khai, va han tat ca cac chudng bao dong bi mit déu da réo Ien, vi mit tuan sau d6 thi ba ta bi giét. Moi
chuyén dugc dan canh nhur vay, boi vi mit ong chong bi mat tich va 161 hai thang sau thi dén ba vo bi giét s€ dét ra rat nhicu dau hoi. Nhung chirng nao
ma sy viéc con co vé tinh ¢ thi nd s€ durgc xem la chuyén tring hop ngau nhién thoi”

“Oline bao su viéc véi ai? Emerson a?”

Reacher khong dép.

Helen Rodin noi, “Ba ta bao véi cha t61.”

Im lang mot e lau.

Franklin n6i, “Gio thi lam gi day?”

Reacher dép, “Anh lai phéi g ban phim thoi. K¢ ndo ¢6 duoc hop dong ctia thanh phd thi ké d6 ndi chung da xéc dinh chinh minh | phe xau. Do d6
chiing ta can phai bict hdn 4 ai. Va cong ty ciia han 6 dau.”

Franklin néi, “Cé trong kho dit liéu cong khai.”
“Vay thi anh tim di.”
Franklin quay di giita canh im king va bt dau hu6t ngon tay trén ban phim. Ong di rdi nhép chudt mét chimng mdt phit. Roi ¢6 duoc két qua.

Ong néi, “Dich vu chuyén dung ctia Indiana. Ho nhin duoc tit ca nhimg hop dong hién thoi ctia thanh phd vé xi ming, bé tong, va d4 nghién. Nhiéu triéu
dola.”

“Ching 6 dau?”

“D6 moi 1 tin t6t.”

“Con tin xiu B gi?”

“Khong ¢6 tu lidu gi ca. Ching 13 mdt quy tin thac dat tru s¢ tai Bermuda. Ching khong phai Bm hd so gi ca.”
“Hé thong kiéu quéi gi vay?”

Franklin khong tré 101,

“Mot quy tin thac & Bermuda can c6 mot lut s dia phuong” Giong ctia Helen thip, lang 18, va kim nén. Reacher nh¢ lai tim bién bén ngoai van phong
ctia A.A Rodin: tén ho, theo sau Ia nhitng chi céi biéu thi bang cap luat.

Franklin bAm qua hai méan hinh nira.

Ong n6i, “C6 mdt sb dién thoai. PO 1 tit ca nhimg gl ma ching ta ¢6 duoc.”

Helen hoi, “S6 bao nhiéu?”

Franklin doc con s0.

Helen n6i, “D6 khong phéi i s6 ctia cha t61.”

Franklin bdm vao mot thu mue tra ngurge. GS con ) vao, man hinh thay dbiva hién ra mdt céi tén va mot dia chi cong ty.
Ong n6i, “John Mistrov.”

Reacher ndi, “Tén Nga.”

“Toi nghii vay.”

“Anh c6 biét hiin khong?”

“So's0. Han i mdt tay chuyén lim vé di chiic va ty thac. Cong ty mdt thanh vién. Toi chua timg kim viéc cho hén.”
Reacher nhin ddng hd, “Anh ¢6 thé tim durge dia chi nha khong?”

Franklin vao mdt thu muc binh thudng, GO cai tén vao va hién ra mot dia chi thudc ving nay.



Ong hoi, “T6i c6 nén goi cho hin khong?”

Reacher lic dAu, “Ching ta s& dén viéng hdn. Gap truc tiép thi tt hon khi khong c6 nhidu thoi gian.”

Viadimir xubng phong gidm sét ¢ tng trét. Sokolov dang ng01 trén mot chlec ghé ¢6 banh lan tru6c mt ddy ban dai dat bén min hinh ti vi. Tir tréi qua
phéi ching dugc dan nhan Bic, Pong, Nam, va Tay. Cach xép dit nay 1 rét hop 1y néu ngudi ta quan sat thé gii theo chiéu kim dong hd. Sokolov dang
truot chiéc ghe chim chim theo ddy méan hinh, xem xét ting hinh anh, tiép tuc quay lai, tir Tay tro vé Bic nhd mdt ¢l ddy manh vao birc tuong. Ca bén
man hinh deuynlneu va phat hinh mau xanh la cdy, vi bén ngoai troi toi va bo ghi hinh tAm nhiét da khoi dong. Thinh thoang c6 the thiy mot démséang
dang di qhuyén nhanh ngoai xa. M(f)t con thi. An d&m. Céo, chon héi, gau tr}ic, hay mdt con meo nha, hay grf)t con cho lac mat duong vé. Trén man hinh
huéng Béc hinh anh tir khu nghién da sang 16a. N6 s& nhoa di khi nhiig chiée mdy da ngudi di. Ngoai ra, tat ca phan hdu canh chim trong mit mau 6lu
sam, bdi vi khdng 6 gi & ngoai d6 ngoai trir nhieu dam dong c6 noi tiép nhau, phit ddy swong mit lanh phun ra tir nhiing tru tuéi quay mai mict.

Viadimir kéo chiéc ghé c6 banh fan thir hai va ngdi xubng bén trai Sokolov. Han s& xem chirng hudng Bic va hudng Dong. Sokolov s tip trung vao
huéng Nam va huong Tay. Theo cach do, moi tén chiu trach nhiém mdt hudng c6 kha ning c6 chuyén va mt huwong it kha néng. Phin cong lao dong
theé Ia cong bang,

Trén hanh lang tang ba, Chenko nap dan vao khau Super Match ctia minh. Mui vién, loai Lake City.308. Mot trong nhitng thir ngudi My lam tot 1 dan
duogc. Hin mo tit ca cac clra phong ngil dé dé dang di chuyen cac huréng khi can. Han budc dén mdt cira s6 va md dng ngim ban dém. it n6 ¢ pham
vi bay muroi im thude. Hin cho rang s& dugc canh bao khi thing linh ¢ 0 cach mot trdm ndm muoi thude. DO la khoang gioi han hoat dong cua cac may

quay. Han s& bude dén cira s6 can thiét va ngim vao muc tiéu khi né van con xa hon mot tram thude. Han s theo doi sur di chuyén ciia muc tiéu. Han
s& doi n6 tién dén minh. Khi né cach bay muroi lam thude, hén s ha no.

Hén ning khiu sting én. Xem xét hinh anh trong dng ngim. Rét sang va rd. Han quan sat mot con cdo bang ngang khoang dat trong tir Bong qua Tay.
San 6t nhé, chi ban nho. Han quay tro lai hanh lang, dung khéu sting dura vao turong va ngdi xudng doi trén mdt chiée ghé hrng thing,

Helen Rodin khéng khéng ¢ lai trong van phong cta Franklin. Do d6 chi c6 Reacher va Yanni di v6i nhau, trong‘chiéc Mustang, Puong pl‘lé t6i va vang,
Yanni i xe. C6 bict dudng quanh ddy. Dia chima ho tim i mjt tda chung cur I6n, cai bien tir mot nha kho cli ndm giita doan duong tir cau tau dén ga
dd hang, Yanni n6i rang nd 1a mdt phan ctia quy hoach thanh phé méi. SoHo[43] dén miét trong, C6 ndi ¢d tirng tinh dén chuyén nuia nha trong chinh
toa nha do.

[43]: M6t khu phd nhon nhip & vimg Mahattan cta thanh phiNew York.

R&i ¢6 ndi, “Chiing ta nén coi chimng Helen tir tir.”

Reacher ndi, “C5 4y s& 6n thoi.”

“AI]}] ng]i’vay é??’

“T6i tin chéc nhur thé.”

“Néu 14 cha ctia anh thi sa0?”

Reacher khong tra 10i. Yanni chay chdm lai khi mdt toa nha gach tht to l I hién ra trong bong tHi.

Reacher n6i, “C6 ctr hoi trude. Néu hén khong tra 1oi, toi phién t6i s& hoi.”

Yanni n6i, “Hén s& tra 1oi. TAt ca moi ngudi déu tra 11

Nhung John Mistrov thi khong, Han 1a mot tay gay £0, khoang bén muroi im tudi. Han an van nhu thé dang chiu dung con khing hoang vao tudi trung
nién cia mot nguoi da ly di Quén jeans qua chat tiy bang a-xit, 40 phong den, khong mang giay. Ho gap hin dang & mot minh trong can ho son trang
kha Ion, dang an d6 an Tau trong nhirng hop gidy. Ban dau, han rét vui khi gap Yamni. C6 I& giao du vdi nhimg nguoi ni tiéng ciing nam trong 16i song
dAy quyén rii ma sy phat trién m6i hira hen. Nhung nhiét tinh ban dAu ciia hian phai di rat nhanh. N6 bién mit hoan toan khi Yanni hrgc qua nhirg mdi
nghi ngd ctia ¢6 va doi hoi duge biét nhitng c4i tén nam sau quy tin thac.

Hén noi, “Toi khong thé n6i voi c6. Chic chiin ¢b hiéu day 1 nhitng thong tin bao mét. Chéc chén c6 hiéu diéu do.”

Yanni n6i, “T6i hiéu ring nhitng t6i 4c nghiém trong da xay ra. D6 1 nhitng gi toi hiéu. Va 6ng ciing can hiéu didu d6 nita. Ong can phai chon dimg vé
bén ndo, ngay bay gid, nhanh n, trude khi chuyén ndy duge cong khai.”

Hén noi, “Toi khong c6 gi dé noi”

Yanni nho nhe, “O day khong c6 gi xAu hét. Nhimg céi tén ching t6i mudn, ngiy mai chiing s& vao ti hét. Khong duong trd lai.”

“Toi khong c6 i dé noi.”

“Ong thich chim xubng ctng ching khong?” Yanni hoi. Panh thép. “Nhur la mot ke dong 16a? Hay ong thich xoay xo thoat ra khi da muon? Tiy ong

chon. Nhung thé ndo di nira thi ong ciing s€ Ién ban tin t6i mai. Hozic didu hanh vai di tay cong hodc dimg d6 1im dang, kiéu nhu 6i Chua oi, t6i khong
biét chit g, t6i qua sbt sing mudn giip d ho.”



“T6i khong ¢6 gi dé néi.”” Han lip lai Fin thir ba.

Lén tiéng, 1 rang va kénh kiéu.

Yanni chio thua. Nhiin vai va dua niit nhin Reacher. Reacher xem ddng hd. Thoi gian dang nhich di. Ong bude gan lai.
Ong hoi, “May c6 bao hiémy té khong?”

Hin gt dau.

“Bao hiém nha khoa?”’

Hin lai git dau.

Reacher d4m hin tring miéng. PAm bing tay phai, dudng vung ngin, kha manh.

Ong n6i, “Nhé chira ca c4i d6 nira.”

Hién bét lui mdt budc, gip nguoi lai, r6i nhom Ién ho, méu chéy ra khéip cam. Moi rach, nhitng chiéc rang lung lay nhudm do Iom
Reacher n6i, “Tén g, n6i ngay. Hay tao x¢é xic miy ra timg miéng mot.”

Hén ngAn ngai. Sai im. Reacher dAm han lan nita. R6i hén phun ra nhimg cai tén, sau cai, mb ta hinh déng, va mdt cai dia chi, tat ca déu tir vi tri thang
cang trén san nha va déu trong mdt giong ndi ling biing va dac lai voi tirng bum mau trong mi¢ng,

Reacher nhin Yanni.

Ong n6i, “Tét ca moi ngudi déu tra 11

Trong béng t6i khoang l4i chiéc Mustang trén dudng v&, Ann Yanni néi, “Hén s& goi dién bao cho ching”

Reacher n6i, “Hén s& khong goi dau. Hin vira phan boi ching, Véy nén t6i doan hén s& chudn di nghi mdt chuyén dai han vao ngay mai”

“Anh hy vong thé.”

“Chéng quan trong gi nita. Ching d4 biét rang toi dang dén tim ching, Thém mdt 16i canh béo ciing khong thay d6i gi.”

“Anh c6 mot phong cach rit thing thén. Kiéu ma ngudi ta khong nhic dén trong Pai curong vé nghé bao.”

“T6i ¢6 thé day cho cd. Thét ra, quan trong B & chd bat ngd. Néu co thé laim cho ching bt ngd thi khong can phai dim ching qua manh tay.”

Yanni doc cho Franklin nhitng céi tén ma John Mistrov vira thu. Bbn tén khép voi nhfmg cai tén ma Reacher da nghe: Char‘lie Smith, Konstantin Raskin,
Vladimir Shumilov, va Pavel Sokolov. Tén thir nim la Grigor Linsky, Reacher nghi d6 han phai 2 gi dan ong tan tit méc do vest, bdi vi cai tén thir sdu
don gian la Zec Chelovek.

Franklin n6i, “T6i nghi 6ng n6i Zec la mot tir.”

Reacher néi, “Ding vdy. Va Chelovek ciing vay. N6 I phién 4m ciia tir tiéng Nga ¢6 nghiia 1 “con nguoi. Zec Chelovek ¢6 nghia i Con Ngudi Ti
Nhur 13 Tu Nhan vay.”

“Nhitng ké khac khong ding tén ma hoa.”

“Chic héin The Zec cling khong ding, C6 & d6 1 tit ca nhitng gi ma héin con lai. C6 1& héin da quén tén thélt clia minh. C6 thé tit ca ching ta cling s&
quén, néu ching ta & Gulag,”

Yanni n6i, “Anh ¢6 vé thurong cam hén.”

Reacher d4p, “T6i khong thurong cam gi ca. Téi chi ¢d ging tim hiéu hén.”
Helen n6i, “Khong 1i ndo nhéc dén cha t6i.”

Reacher gat dau, “The Zec | ké gidt diy. Ga I cap cao nhét.”

“C6 nghia cha t6i chi 1 mdt nguoi lam thué.”

“umng lo vé chuyén d6 lic nay. Hay tap trung vio Rosemary.”



Franklin vao mdt ban do trén mang va kham phd ra cdi dia chi ma John Mistrov khai ra |a mot co s¢ nghién da dugc xdy dung ké bén mot mo da cach
tam dam vé huéng Tay Bic ctia thanh pho ROi 6ng tim trong h so khai thué va xéc dinh ring Dich vu chuyén dung ctia Indiana la chi s¢ hitu ¢6 déng
ky ctia n6. Roi ong xem lai cac hd so an nira va phat hién rang ngodi ra chi con mjt bat dong san duy nhit dang ky cho quy tin théc, d6 1 ngdi nha trén
khu dit ké sat bén nha mdy nghién d4. Yanni ndi réng c6 rit ranh khu vire ndy.

Reacher héi co, “Co6 cai gi khac ¢ ngoai d6 khong?”

C6 Fic dau. “Khdng co gi ca ngoai dit nong nghiép dai hang dam”

Reacher ndi, “OK. Biing rdi ddy. D6 I noi Rosemary c6 mit.”

Ong xem dong hd. Mudi gio thi.

Yanni hoi, “Gio thi lam gi day?”

Reacher dap, “Gio chung ta chd.”

“Cho cai gi?”

“Chd Cash dén déy tir Kentucky. ROi ching ta s& cho thém mot Ic.”

“Cho cai gi?”

Reacher mim cuoi

Ong n6i, “Chd man dém nudt di tat ca.”

Ho cing chér doi. Franklin pha ca phé. Yanni ké nhitng c4u chuyén ttuyen hinh, v& nhing ngudi ¢b quen biét, vé nhing chuyén ¢6 timg thay, vé cc ban
gai clia thong dbc, nguoi tinh ctia vo cac chinh khach, nhitng vu bo phleu kin gian lan, nhimg cong doan bi mua chudc, vé hang AU can sa trong phia sau
nhimg ludng ngd cao qudy tron thanh rdo chin trén ria nhimg canh dong Indiana. ROI Franklin ké vé nhimg ndm thang 6ng con 14 canh sat. Rdi Reacher
ké vé cude sbng ciia dng tir khi rdi quan doi, vé chuyén Eing du, tham hiém, doi sbng vo hinh khong bét r& ciia minh.

Helen khong n6i mot diéu gi.

Ping murdi mdt gio, ho nghe tleng phanh phach cta miy 16 chay dau diesel doi vao trdng gach bén ngoai. Reacher budc lai ctra so, thiy chiéc Humvee
ctia Cash dang chii mili vao thém dau xe. Ong nghii, On qua. Khong thé ding n6 duoc.

Hay c6 I& 1 duoc diy.

Ong n6i, “Doi Thity quan luc chién da dén.”

Ho nghe tiéng chan ctia Cash trén cau thang bén ngoaL Neghe tiéng 6ng ta gb cira. Reacher bude ra hanh lang d& mo cira. Cash budc vao, nhanh nhen,
ran chéc, ty tin. Ong ta mic toan do mau den. Quan vii thd den, 4o khoac vai den. Reacher gioi thiéu moi nguoi voi ng. Yanni, Franklin, Helen Rodin.
Moi nguoi bét tay va Cash ngdi xudng ghé. Trong vong hai muroi phit i 6ng da ndm durgc moi chi tiét va sin sang hanh dong,

“Chung bit miéng mdt ¢6 nhé murdi chin tudi u?”” 6ng hoi.

“Néu giip, ong s& ua cd ta ddy,* Reacher dap.

“Chiing ta c6 ké hoach chura?”’

Reacher ddp, “Ching ta sdp tinh mdt ké hoach.” Yanni ra ngoai xe Iy mo ban do. Franklin dep nhiing tich ca phé cho tréng ban. Yanni chon ra tim
can thiét. Trai phang no ra.

C6 noi, “Ngoai do gidng nhur 1 mot cai ban cd khdng 16. M&i 6 vudng 1 mdt khoanh  1udng bé ngang mdt triam thurde. Nhiing con dudng vach thanh cac
6, tir Bc dén Nam, Tay qua Dong, khoang hai muroi khoanh rudng riéng r& nhau.” Ri ¢6 chi. Ngon tay thanh manh, mong son. “Nhung ngay tai ddy
ching ta ¢6 hai con duong gip nhau, va ¢ phia Bong Nam giao diém cua hai con duong do ta c6 mbt khoang trong rong bang ba khoanh rudng va dai
bang niim khoanh rudng, Khong c6 trongtrot g & do. Nira Bic khu d6 la nha méy nghién d4 va ngdi nha nim & phia Nam. Téi da thdy n6, n6 cach
duong céi khoang hai trim thurde, ndm mot minh & giita khoang trdng tuyét ddi. Khong canh vat, khong hoa mau. Ciing khong c6 hang rao luon.”
Reacher hoi, “Bing phing?”’

Yanni ni, “Phang nhu mit ban bi-a.”

Cash n6i, “Ngoai d6 t6i om.”

Reacher ndi, “T6i den nhu 40 chén cia Diém vurong. Va t6i doan ring néu khong c6 hing rao ¢6 nghia i ching ding may quay phim. Véi mt b tim
nhiét vao ban d&m. Dung tia hong ngoai hay gi d6.”



Cash hoi, “Anh chay qua hai trdm thude mit bao 1u?”
Reacher n6i, “Toi w? Bu cham dé chiing ¢ thé dat hang qua thur mua mot khiu sing dé ha t6i”
“Céch tiép can t6t nhét 1 gi?”

Reacher n6i, “Budc vao tir huong Bic. Khong nghi ngd gi ca. Ching ta c6 thé thAm nhdp théng vao khu virc nghién d4 tir duong cai va di xuyén qua nd.
R&i ching ta cé thé nghi lai d6 1au chirng nao cling dugce. Cho an nap kha tot cho tdi phit cudi.”

“Khong thé bude vao tir bt ctr noi dau néu ching c6 méy quay phim tam nhiét.”

“Ching ta s€ lo chuyén d6 sau.”

“OK, nhung ching s& wrong truée huréng Bac.”

Reacher git dau. “Ching ta s& bo qua huéng Bic luon. Qua dé bj phat hién.”

“Huréng Nam hay huéng Dong s& kha hon. Boi vi ¢6 18 16i xe vao 1 hudng Tay. Chéc chén i qué thing va trng trai.”
“Chiing ciing s€ nghi nhur vay.”

“Thi hai ching ta cing ding.”

Reacher n6i, “Toi thich c4i 16i xe vao ddy. N6 nhu thé ndo nhi? C6 lat da khong?”

Yanni n6i, “Dé voi nghién. Thir nay thi ching ¢6 tha hd.”

Cash noi, “On Bm”

Reacher n6i, “N6 s& giit lai mdt it hoi nong ban ngiy. N6 s& 4m hon dét. N6 s& vach xudng hinh anh hip nhiét mdt vét miu. Néu do tuwong phan khong
tot lam thi n6 sé€ tao thém mdt khoang mo ca hai bén.”

Cash ndi, “Anh dia dy 42 Anh s& néng hon nhiét d6 chung quanh tir nim dén mudi do. Anh s& sang nhur mdt ngon dude bao hiéu trén duong,”
“Ching s& quan tim dén huéng Nam va huéng Dong”

“Khong chi ¢6 thé.”

“Anh c6 y kién gi hay hon khong?”

“Tén cong thing vao mit trude thi thé ndo? Ta ding xe?”

Reacher mim cuoi, “Néu né tuyét ddi va hoan toan phai bi tiéu diét vao sang mai, hiy goi cho quan doan Thiy quén luc chién Hoa Ky.”
Cashndj, “Ro.”

Reacher n6i, “Qué nguy hiém. Chiing ta khong thé cho chiing biét trude mot gidy ndo va chiing ta khong thé bién noi d6 thanh mdt khu vire oanh kich tir
do. Chiing ta phai nghi dén Rosemary nita.”

Khong ai lén tiéng,

Reacher lap lai, “Toi thich c4i 16i xe vao.”

Cash liéc nhin Helen Rodin.

Ong n6i, “Ching ta ¢6 thé goi canh sat. Cac ban biét d6, néu vién cong t6 1 ké xAu. Chi vai doi dic nhiém hanh dong 1a c6 thé lam viée ndy rdi”
Reacher n6i, “Ciing vy thoi. Rosemary s& b giét trurde khi ho tién vao dén cira.”

“Vay cit day dién? Triét ha may quay?”

“Ciling vay thoi. N6 ciing 1a bao dong som cho chung,”

“Y ctia anh.”

Reacher ndi, “LL6i1 xe vao. Toi thich cai 1061 xe vao.”



“Nhung nhitng chiéc may quay phim thi thé nao day?”

Reacher n6i, “Toi s& nghi ra diéu gi d6.” Ong budc lai ban. Nhin dam dam xubng tim ban db. RSi dng quay lai v6i Cash. “Xe anh ¢6 méy CD khong?”
Cash gat dau. “Mot phin ctia céc trang b tién nghi trong xe.”

“Anh c6 phién khong néu giao xe cho Franklin 14i?”

“Franklin c6 thé Ay luon no. Toi thich mdt chiéc xe con hon.”

“OK, chiéc Humvee ctia anh 13 xe ding dé tiép can ctia ching ta. Franklin c6 thé chd ching ta dén do, tha ching ta xudng, i chay thing vé lai ddy.”
Yanni néi, “Ching ta? Tét ca ching ta cling di a?”

Reacher noi, “Di nhién. Bon ngudi ching ta s& ¢ d6, voi Franklin & lai ddy am trung tAm lién lac.”

Yanni néi, “Tuyét.”

Reacher néi, “Chung ta can dién thoai di dong.”

Yanni n6i, “Toi ¢ mdt cai”

Cash ndi, “Toi cling vay.”

Helen néi, “Toi cling vay.”

Reacher néi, “Toi khong c6.”

Franklin iy mot chiéc Nokia nho trong tii ra.

Ong n6i, “Ding céi ctia toi ndy.”

Reacher nhan Ky. “Anh c6 thé cai dat mdt cude goi hoi nghi khong? Bdn chiéc dién thoai di dong va dién thoai ban ctia anh? Ngay khi anh vé lai day?”
Franklin git du, “Puoc. Cho i s cta cac ban.”

Reacher noi, “Va tit chubng di.”

Cash hoi, “Khi nao thi chiing ta s& hanh dong day?”

Reacher noi, “Bbn gio sang 14 gio ti ua nhét. Nhung ching chéc da hrong trude diéu nay. Ching ta hoc tir bén d6 ma. Bdn gior sang 1 lic KGB di gb
ctra nha. It khang cyr nhat. N6 1a yéu t thudc nhip sinh hoc. Do d6 chiing ta s& lam chung ngac nhién. Chung ta s&€ hanh dong vao Itic hai gio rudi.”

Yanni n6i, “Néu anh lam cho chiing ngac nhién thi anh khong can phai ra don manh tay, phai khong?”’
Reacher lic dAu, “Trong tinh hudng nay, néu chiing ta im ching ngac nhién ching s& khong ra don manh tay voi toi.”
Cash hoi, “To1 sé ¢ dau?”

Reacher néi, “Goc Tay Nam ciia nha may nghién d4. Quan sat ngdi nha nim & huéng Pong Nam. Anh ¢ thé kiém soét cac mit hudng Tay va hudng
Béc cua ngdi nha cling e, véi khau sung cua minh.”

‘4OK.H’
“Anh mang cho t6i thir gi vay?”

Cash Iyc trong tii 4o khoac rdi Iy ra mot ludi dao trong vo. Ong thay n6 ngang qua ciin phong. Reacher bét Ay. N6 1 loai dao tiéu chuén ctia hai quin
dac nhi€ém Loai dao ctru sinh ctia ho. Bang thép, nhua epoxi den, ludi dai bay inch. Khong con moi.

Reacher hoi, “Céi nay 4y 42

Cash n6i, “Téi chi c6 thé. Tat ca vii khi ma t6i ¢6 i khau stng va con dao d6.”
“Anh dia.”

“Toi I dan Bm an, chir khong phai i ké nghién ban giét.”

“Chtia 0i, anh trung si. T6i s& mang con dao nay di d4u sting 4? Ching phai I& ra phai nguoc lai sa0?”



Cash lap lai, “T6i chi c6 thé thoi.”
“Nhét rdi con gil”

“Anh ¢6 thé doat khau sing ctia théing dau tién mé anh thit duoc. Thyc t€ di, néu anh khong dén gin dir dé thit mdt théing trong bon chiing thi déing ndo
anh ciling khong thang duoc.”

Reacher khong néi gi.

Ho cho. Nira dém Muoi hai gios ba muoi. Yanni nghich chiéc dién thoai di dong rdi goi cho ai d6. Reacher ra sodt lai ké hoach mdt lan nita. Trude tién
6ng nham trong dau, sau d6 noira, cho dén khi moi ngurdi hiéu rd. Céc chi tiet, cach bo tri, uon nan, chinh stra.

Ong n6i, “Nhung chiing ta van c6 thé thay d6i moi chuyén. Khi chiing ta dén d6. Khong gi bang xem xét dia hinh tht.”

Ho cho. Mot gid. Mot gios ba muroi. Reacher bét dau cho phép minh nghi vé két thic. V& didu gi s& dén sau khi chién théng. Ong quay qua Franklin.
Ong hoi, “Ai i phé ciia Emerson?”’

“Mot ba tén Ia Donna Bianca.”

‘“Ba ta c6 gidi khong?”

“Ba ta 11 ph ctia ong dy.”

“Ba ta can c6 mit & d6. Sau do dy. N6 s& i mot canh quan héi’vé phéng thure sw. Chi c6 ching ta thi khong dit. Toi mubn anh dira Emerson va Donna
Bianca t6i d6. Va dinhién, Alex Rodin nita. Sau khi chiing ta thang.”

“Ho s€ conngu.”
“Thi danh thirc ho day.”
Franklin ni, “Néu ching ta théing.”

Vo lic mot ity bon muroi im moi ngudi bit dau cam thiy bon chon. Helen budc lai va ngdi x6m xudng bén Reacher. Nhiit con dao kn nhin. Roi lai b
nd xuong,

C06 hoi, “Vi sao ong lam chuyén nay?”

“Vi t6i ¢6 thé lam. Va vicd gai”

“Ong s& tur giét minh.”

Reacher n6i, “Chura chéc. Bon ching i céc o gia va nhimg thing ngu. Toi d4 sdng sét dugc qua nhitng thing kha hon.”
“Ong chi ndi thé thoi.”

“Néu t61 dot nhap vao 6n thoa, t6i s& khé an toan. Tién tir phong niy sang phong khac khong phéi i khé. Ngudi ta rit hoang so khi c6 mot ké san mdi
duoc tha 1ong trong nha. Ching ngan lim”

“Nhung 6ng s& khong vio duoc 6n thoa. Ching s& phét hién ra ong”

Reacher Iuc trong tti bén trai Iy ra dong hai muroi lim xu moi tish da kim cén 6ng trong xe. Pua né cho ¢d.
Ong n6i, “Cho ¢6 ddy.”

C6 nhin dong xu. “Mo6t mén dé nhé dén ong a2

“Mot mén dé nhé dén ti nay.”

R&i 6ng xem dong hd. Pimg day.

Ong néi, “Hay ra tay ndo.”
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Chuong 31

Churong 16

Ho dimg im kang mdt i trong bong t6i & noi dau xe, bén dudi nhing cira s sang dén ctia Franklin. ROi Yanni di iy chiéc dia nhac ctia Sheryl Crow
trong xe Mustang ctia minh. C6 dua n6 cho Cash. Cash mo khda chicc Humvee va chom vao trong bo chice dia vao miy CD. Roi 6ng dua chim chia
khoa cho Franklin. Franklin leo vao ghé tai x€. Cash Ién ngoi ke bén 6ng, gac khau M24 ngang trén dau goi. Reacher, Helen Rodin va Ann Yanni ép st
vao nhau & bang ghé sau.

Reacher ndi, “Mo may sudi lén di”

Cash chom qua bén tréi mo nhiét d6 Ién cao hét o0 Franklin nd iy xe. L xe ra duong Dinh tay ki va chay vé hurong Tay. Roi chuyén vé hudng Bac.
May xe nb &mam va duong rat gap ghénh. May suoi hoat dong va quat thoi manh. Bén trong xe 4m dén r6i tro nén nong. Ho r& hudng Tay, 1€ hudng
Bic, 18 huong Tay, 18 hudng Bic, thang hang véi nhimg duong ke r6i s& chay xuyén qua cac khoanh ruong. Chuyén di 12 mot chudi nhitng doan duong
dai chay déu déu duoc dénh ddu biang nhitng ngl 1& vudng goc. Roi ho 1& 1an cubi. Franklin ngdi thing ngwoi én sau tay 14i va nhén ga.

Yanni néi, “Day roi. Thing tung trrdc mit, khoang ba ddmnira.”

Reacher noi, “Bat nhac 1én. Choi bai s tam dy.”

Cash bamnit.

MBbi ngdy I mt khiic quanh.

Reacher noi, “M6¢ 16n lén.”

Cash md 1on én. Franklin 14i tiép, sau muroi dam mot gio.

Yanni béo, “Con hai dam” R6i “Con mot dam.”

Franklin l4 tiép. Reacher nhin chiim chim ra phia bén phai ctia minh. Quan sat nhirng khoanh rudng vut qua trong bong t6i. Nhitng vét sang dén xe ngiu
nhién roi vao, thip sang ching Ién. Nhiing tru tudi quay qua cham dén ndi trong nhur thé ching bat dong. Swong mil day khong gian.

Reacher néi 16n, “Peén pha trén.”

Franklin bat theo 101 6ng,

Reacher n6i, “Vin nhac 16n hét co di.”
Cash vin lén hét c3.

MOINGAY LA MOT KHUC QUANH.
Yamni la én, ‘Ntra damnira.”
Reacher ni 16m, “Ha céc cira s6.”

Bén ngon tay nhAn bdn cai it va bbn ctra sd ha xudng hai phan. Hoi ndng va tiéng nhac vang to tudn ra ngoai dém Reacher’nhinﬂqua bén phai thdy
duong vien ’t()i cua ngéi nha vt qua, c6 ddc, cach biét, vuong wirc, ddm chac, 1ap loe anh dén bén trong. Quanh n6 toan la dat phang, Loi xe vao trai da,
nhot nhat, rat dai, thang tdp nhu mot niii tén.

Franklin nhan manh thém chén ga.

Yanni la én, “Bién bao dimng con bbn tram thude.”

Reacher la Ién, “San sang. Vao cudc no.”

Yanni la 1én, “Mot tram thude.”

Reacher thét, “Mé cira.”

Ba canh cira hé ra vai phan. Franklin dap manh thing, Dimg ngay trén duong vach. Reacher, Yanni, Helen va Cash tudn ra. Franklin khong hé ngan

ngai. Ong lai vot xe di nhur thé chi la mit bién béo dirng binh thuong trong dém thim Reacher, Yamni, Cash va Helen phu1 bui trén nguoi, dimg chum lai
v6i nhau giira long duong va nhin vé hudng Bac cho téi khi anh deén, tiéng may xe va tiéng nhac dgi chim mat trong bong toi xa xam.



Sokolov bét’ duoc tin hiéu vé hoinong cua clﬂég Humvee trén ca hai man hinh huéng Nam va huéng Téy khi nd con cach ngdi nha ca nira ddm. Khong
thé khong bat duoc. Mot c}ﬂéc xe to d(f)ng’co rat khde, chay vin witt, tudn ra nhitng I‘uﬁng hot nc'mg hin}g hye tir ctra kinh mo, lam sao lai bo qua duoc?
Trén man hinh, n6 tréng giong nhw mot chice t€n Ira hinh cai chai dang bay ngang. ROi hin nghe thay tieng n6 xuyén qua nhing bire twong. May xe lon,
nhac mo to. Vladimir liéc nhin vé phia han.

Hén hoi, “Ngudi qua dudng a?”

Sokolov dép, “Dé tao xem”

Chiéc xe khong cham lai. N6 phong thang ngang qua ngdi nha va tiép tuc chay vé huéng Béc. Trén man hinh n6 dé lai vét hoi néng nhu mot tén kira roi
lai vao khi quyén. Chiing nghe tiéng nhac chdi tai roi trim xubng nhur cdi xe ctru thurong khi né chay ngang qua.

Sokolov ndi, “Nguoi qua duong,”

Vadimir n6i, “Mot thing dién ndo do.”

Trén tang ba Chenko ciing nghe thiy. Hén di qua mdt phong ngii trong dén cua s dbi mit huéng Tay, nhin ra. Thiy mot cdi bong to mau den chay
khoang sau muroi dammit gio, dén pha trén, dén hdu sang loa, nhac dép a am am am hin c6 thé nghe nhirng tAm ctra doi oan tir khoang cach hai tram
thude. No gam Ién chay ngang qua. Khong giam toc d6. Han mo cura sO chdmra ngoai, ngong c6 nhin vong sang theo vé hurdng Béc ngodi xa. N6 chay
vé phia sau mé may moc hon don trong nha méy nghién da. Nhung van ¢6 the nhin thdy nd, mdt vét sang di chuyén trong khong trung, Sau mdt phan tur
dam vét sang d6i mau. Gid thi mau do, chir khong con la mau tréng. Pén thang, sang Ién khi gip bang hi¢u dirng xe. Vét sang dirng mdt gidy. Roi mau
do tat di va vét sang tr¢ lai mau trang ma vot di thit nhanh.

The Zec hoi vong Ién tir tAng dudi. “C6 phéi hén khong?”

Chenko d4p 16n, “Khong phai. Chi 1 thing nhoc nha gidu nao d6 lai xe di choi thoi.”

Reacher dan duong qua bong ti, bon ngudi di theo hang doc trén ria duong rai nhyra, ¢6 hang rao dy thép cao cua nha mdy da bén tay trai va nhitng
khoanh rudng hinh tron that lon bén kia duong me tay phai cta ho. Sau tiéng gAm i clia may xe diesel va tiéng nhac vang doi, sy king yén tré nén rd rét.
Khong nghe thiy am thanh g, ngoai trir tiéng rit ctia nue tudi. Reacher gio cao tay ra dAu moi ngudi dimg lai & chd cai hang rao ) ngodt mdt goc chin
muroi d6 va chay vé hudng Pong, Cay tru & goe day gip doi va duoc chdng bang céc coc nghiéng. Bui c0 trén & cao lm xtm Ong budc 1én va quan
sat chung quanh. Ong dang dimg ngay trén dudng chéo hoan hao nhin tir gbc huéng Tay Bic ctia ng6i nha. Goc nhin dén mit tién huéng Béc va hurdng
Tay déu bing nhau, bon im do. Vi i duong chéo nén khoang céch chirng ba trim thurde. Tam nhin rit t&. Chi c6 anh tring I md giita bong miy, ngoai
ra khong con gi khac.

Ong budc lui. Chi vao Cash, chi vao gbc cy cot & goc.

Ong thi thim, “Pay 14 vi tri ctia anh. Xem xét n6 di.”

Cash tién t6i va quy xudng trong vat c6 dai. Cach xa chirng sau bo la khong thdy duoc 6ng. Ong bat 6ng ngim ban démra va nang sting lén. Tir tir ra
stng tir trai qua phai, tir trén xuong duoi.

Ong thi thio, “Ba ting va tAng hAm nita. Méi nha ddc lop van, twong bang van b, nhidu cira s, thdy mdt cira ra vao & hudng Tay. Hoan toan khong
che chin gi & huréng ndo ca. Ching ti bang moi thir chung quanh. Khong cdy co gi moc. O ngoai do, anh s& hién r& nhur mit con bo trén tim ga tron.”

“C6 may quay khong?”

Khéu sting ré mit duong rat théng tir trai qua phai. “Dudi méi chia. Mot cai & mé Bic, mdt & mé Tay. Chéc hin ciing c6 nhur vay & hai mé con lai.”
“Ching chirng bao 16n?”

“Anh mudn ching 16n chimg nio?”

“Di én cho anh ban.”

“Gion hoai cha noi. Néu ching 1a miy quay gian diép gin trong bat lira thi t61 van c6 thé bin ching tir chd nay.”

Reacher thi tham, “OK, vdy thi nghe nay. Ching ta s& lam nhur thé ndy nhé. Toi s& vao vi tri xudt phét. ROi ching ta s& chés Franklin quay lai nha thlet lap
mang lién lac. RO toi s& bt dau. Néu t6i cam thiy khong 6n thi toi s& goi bao anh bin cac méy quay d6. T6i ndi i anh bén lién. Hai phat, pang pang.
Viéc do s€ lam ching cham lai, ¢6 & murdi hay hai muroi gidy.”

Cash n6i, “Pht nhan. Toi khude tix viée bin vao mdt cong trinh bfmg gS da duogc xac nhan ¢ chira mdt con tin phi quén sy.”

Reacher noi, “C5 4y s& & dudi tang hdm”

“Hay trén tang thuong ”



“Anh s& bin vao mai chia.”

“Ding viy. C6 4y trén ting thuong, ¢b nghe tiéng stng, ¢6 ndm xudng san nha, ngay noi tdi nhdm vao. Trn nha ctia ngudi ny 1 san nha ciia ngwoi kia.”
Reacher ndi, “Tha cho t5i di. Phai mao hiém thoi.”

“Phi1 nhan. T6i s& khong lam dau.”

“Chia oi. Trung si, anh 3 mt tay linh thity qua cau né, anh biét diéu d6 khong?”

Cash khong tré 16i. Reacher lai bude 1én nhin quanh goc hing rao that iu va k¥, 16 hui lai.

Ong 6, “OK,nké hoach mdi nay. Hay quan sat nhing ctra O & huéng Tay. Néu thiy anh chép dau nong & dau, anh hiy ban trén ap vao cin phong do.
Chiing ta ¢6 thé tin rang con tin s& khong & cling phong vdi tay ban tia.”

Cash khong noi gi.

Reacher héi, “{t ra anh s& im diéu d6 chi?”

“Anh c6 thé da vio trong 1.

“Toi s& lidu. Chép nhén mao hiém mot cach tw nguyén, duge chira? Helen ¢ thé lam chirng cho su déng y ctia toi. Co ?iy 1a luat su.”

Cash khong néi gi.

Reacher n6i, “Chéng la gi viéc anh chi doat giai ba. Anh cin dugc dong vién tinh thin.”

Cash néi, “OK. Néu thiy dan tir phia dich, t6i s& ban tra.”

“Anh s& chi thdy mdi dan cta dich thdi, anh khong nghi viy sao? Vi anh chi trao t6i mbdi con dao khén kiép?”

Cash ndi, “Pam luc quan. Ludn luén ché bai mot thir gi d6.”

Helen hoi, “Toi lam gi day?”

Reacher noi, “Ke hoach m6i.”” Ong ap 1ong ban tay vao hang rio. “Cti nguoi thip, di theo céi hang rao quanh goc, dung lai & chd dbi dién ngdi nha. An
minh thip xuong ¢ do. Ching s€ khong tém c6 ¢ d6 dau. Xa qua. Hay nghe dién thoai di dong. Neu t01 can nguoi danh lac hudéng, t0i s& nho ¢6 chay
mdt doan ngin vé phia ngdi nha rdi chay trd lai. Chay zic Zic hay chay theo vong tron. Chay ra 10i tr6 lai. That nhanh. Chi du dé I6e 1én trén min hinh
ctia ching thdi. Khong nguy hiém dau. Khi ching kip ré sing 1én thi ¢6 da tr6 lai hing rao r6i.”

Cb gat dau. Khong noi gi.

Ann Yanni hoi, “Con t6i thi sao?”

“Cb & lai voi Cash. C6 Ja ngudi trong nom nguyén tic. Han ma rut lai khong mudn gitip t6i, ¢6 ctr viée d4 dit hin, duoc chua?”

Khong ai ndi gi.

Reacher héi, “Tét ca hidu rd chua?”

Moi ngui ln hrot tra 104, “Hiéu.”

Reacher bo di vao béng t6i phia bén kia con duong,

Ong tiép tuc di, ra khoi duong trai nhyra, bang ngang vé dudng, bang ngang ria trai soi cua khoanh rudng, 1én phia trudc, théing vao khoanh rudng, di mai
vao giita d4m cdy trong w6t dam Ong cho cho tdi khi cOt tdi tir tir xoay quanh va bt kip ong. R01 6ng quay chin muoi dg va di vé huréng Nam véi no,
ngay bén dudi nd, gitr ding nhip, dé cho dong nude khong ngimg phun xubng lam udt dAm minh méy 4o quan. Cot tudi dira xa theo quy dao tron clia
n6 va Reacher van di thiing trén duong tiép tuyén vao khoanh ruong kNe tiép. Chos cOt tudi bét kip 6ng mf_)tlan nita, r0i budc vao bén dudino, di qhuyen
cing mot toc d0 vdino, gio cao va dang rong tay d€ duoc twdi w6t damnguoi. Roi cot twdi do xoay di cho khac va 6ng di tim cot tudi ke ticp. Roi clr
theé, hét cot tudi nay dén cdt tudi khac. Sau cing, khi doi dién voi 161 xe vao, ong chi bude theo mdt vong tron, dudi cdt tudi cudi cing, chd cho chiec
dién thoai di dong ctia minh rung Ién, nhu mdt ngudi ket trong con bao.

Dién thoai di dong ctia Cash rung Ién bén hong, 6ng Iy né ra va mo lén. Nghe thy giong ciia Franklin, king I va thin trong vang Ién bén tai.

“Xin xac nhan.”

Cash nghe Helen dap, ‘Nghe day.”



Yanni n6i, “Nghe day," sau lung 6ng cach ba bd.

Cash noi, “Toinghe.”

R&i ng nghe tiéng Reacher, “Toi nghe.”

Franklin néi, “OK, tAt ca moi ngudi déu nghe 13, béng da vao san rdi ddy.”

Cash nghe Reacher noi, “Trung si, anh kiém tra ngdi nha xem”

Cash nhic khiu stng 1én va 1é tir trai qua phai. “Khong c6 gi khac la.”

Reacher n6i, “To6i hanh dong day.”

R&i im king, Mudi gidy trdi qua. Hai muroi gidy. Ba muroi gidy. Mot phit. Hai phot.
Cash nghe Reacher hoi, “Trung si, anh c6 thiy t6i khong?”

Cash lai nhic sting Ién quét qua sudt chidu dai ctia 16 xe vao, tir ddu duong dén tin ngdi nha. “Khong, Toi khong thiy anh. Anh dang & dau?”
“Vao khoang ba muroi thude.”

Cashdi chuyér} khiu sting. Udc hrong chimg ba muroi thude tinh tir con dudng, rdi chiaim chi nhin vao dng ngim Khong thiy gi ca. Hoan toan khong
thay gi. “Gioi lam, cu linh. Tiép tuc di.”

Yanni bo Ién. Thi thim vao tai Cash. “Vi sao anh khong thdy anh 4y?”
“Vi hin da phat rd 5.
“Khong, giai thich cho t6i di. Anh c6 dng ngim ding ban dém, phai khong?”

Cash dép, “Thir t5t nhét ma ta c6 thé mua. Va n6 hoat dong nhés nhiét do, nhu may quay cua ching vdy.” R01 ong chi tay vé phia bén phai. “Nhung toi
doan 14 Reacher da di xuyén qua cdc ddmrudng. Ty Am minh wét ddm Nude do Ky thang tir cac sudi ngdm, lanh cong. Do d6 lic ndy than nhiét ciia
anh ta gAn voi nhiét d6 chung quanh. Toi khong thé thiy anh ta thi ching ciing khong thé thiy.”

Yanni néi, “Khon ngoan that.”
Cash n6i, “Can dam. Nhung cuc ky ngu ngde. Vi anh ta kho dan theo timg budc di. Va dmngudi lén.”

%k sk ok

Reacher di Xuyen qua bong 61 duong dat cach muroi b huréng Nam tir 16i xe vao. Khong nhanh, khong chdm Gidy ctia 6ng sting nuée va dinh lep nhep
bun. Ganrmontuot ra. Ong lanh cong, run cam cép. Piéu nay that t&. Run ki phan tmg sinh Iy dé 1am 4m co thé dang lanh cong that nhanh. Va 6ng
khong muén 4m Chua phai lic nay.

Viadimir xir s theo nhip diéu. Hin cham chi nhin mén hinh hudng Dong bon gidy, rdi cai hudng Bic ba gidy. Dong, hai, ba, bbn, Bic, hai, ba. Dong,
hai, ba, bon, Béc, hai, ba. Han khong xé dich chiéc ghé. Chi nghiéng ngudi mdt chit bén nay, 1di tré' qua bén kia. Canh héin i Sokolov, ciing lim y nhur
thé v6i min hinh hudng Nam va hudng Tay. Chi hoi khéc vé thoi khoang, Khong hoan toan xay ra dong b. Nhung ciing tdt bang vay, Viadimir nghi thé.
C6 1& tham chi con tdt hon. Sokolov da c6 kha nhiéu kinh nghiém giam sat roi.

Reacher di tiép. Khong nhanh khong cham Trén ban d, 16i xe vao dai khoang hai tram thuée. Trén miit 4t 6ng cam thiy n6 nhur 3 mdt dudng bang
san bay. Thang tap. Rong. Va dai that dai. Ong da budc dén ca thé ky roi. Ma ong van chi duge chura dén nira dudng t6i ngoi nha. Ong di tiép. Cr tiép
tuc budc. Nhin phia trurde trén moi bude chin, quan sat nhitng cira s6 t0i om ngoai xa phia trudc mt.

Ong nhan ra toc minh khong con nhé nurde nita.

Ong iy tay ndy s& Ién tay kia. Kho rdo. Khong dm, nhung khong con lanh nita.

Ong bude tiép. Ong rét mudn chay. Chay s& m 6ng dén d6 nhanh hon. Nhung chay s& lamngudi ong nong nguoi lén. Ong dang tién dén diém khong
thé quay tré lai. Ong & ngay khu vire khong ngudi. Va ng khong run rdy. Ong nhic dién thoai Ién.

Ong thi thAm, “Helen, tdi can ¢6 danh lac huéng.”

Helen coi gidly ra va dat ching gon gang bén nhau & chin hing rao. Trong mot thoang ky di, ¢ c¢6 cam giac minh dang dén dong tat ca 40 quén lai trén
bai bién trude khi di xudng bién cho chét dudi. Roi ¢6 ap hai ong ban tay xudng dat nhu mot van dong vién mude rit & diém khoi hanh va phong toi
trude. Cir chay nhu dién, hai muroi bo, ba muoi, bén muroi, rdi ¢ dimg phit lai va dimg yén d6i mét véi ngdi nha, hai tay dang rong ra nhu mot céi bia.
Bin di, ¢6 nghi. Bén tao di. Rdi ¢ hoang so v6i ¥ nghi ¢ & minh that sy mong nhur vy va quay lung chay nguroc trd lai theo mdt vong zic-zic rong.
Nhoai nguoi xudng dit va lai bd doc theo cai hang rao cho t6i khi tim thiy doi gidy ctia minh.



Vladimir nhin thiy 6 trén mén hinh huéng Bc. Khong thé nhén dang duogc | cai gi. Chi thiy mot 4nh I6e ngiin m k thuat phét-pho d lam cho nhoa
diva hoi chim so véi thoi gian thire. Nhung hén cling cii sat xuong xemky céi du anh. Mot gidy, hai gidy. Sokolov cam thiy sy gidn doan trong nhip
diéu ctia han nén licc qua. Ba gidy, bon gidy.

Vladimir n6i, “Céo ching?”’

Sokolov 161, “Tao khong thiy né. Nhung chic 1a vay.”

“NO6 lai chay di r6i.”

Sokolov quay lai v6i hai chiéc mén hinh ctia minh, “OK,, dé xem.”” Nhin vio hudng Tay, kiém tra huéng Nam, rdi trd lai nhip diéu théng thuong cia hén,
Cash c6 nhip diéu ctia riéng minh. Ong 1é cham chiéc éng ngim ban dém ctia minh theo téc do ma 6ng doan I twong drong mdt ngudi dang di bo.
Nhung ctir moi ndm gidy thi ong lai quét nhanh téi trude 161 trd lai ngura trudng hop sy wde lugng clia minh sai trat. Trong mdt trong nhitng lan fuét ngang
qua d6, 6ng ghi nhan dugc mdt cai bong nhot nhat mau xanh 14 cay.

Ong thi thio, “Reacher ndy, t0i c6 thé thdy anh. Anh 1 ra rdi ddy, anh linh a.”

Giong ctia Reacher dap lai, “Anh c6 loai ng ngim gi thé?”

Cash ndi, “Hiéu Litton.”

“Dit lam phai khong?”

“Ba nghin bay tram do la.”

“N6 han 14 t5t hon mjt may quay tAm nhiét dom.”

Cash khong tra 1o1.

Reacher néi, “Dui sao dinita, to1 hy vong la vay.”

Ong di tiép. Chéic han diéu khéc thudng nhit mi mot ngudi ¢ thé bat minh phéi lam k budc tir tir va chéic chiin vé huéng mdt tda nha rit ¢6 khd niing
6 mot hong sting dang nham thang vao minh. Néu Chenko c6 chit khon ngoan thi hin s& doi, va doi, va doi tiép, cho t6i khi cai bia cuia han dén that
gan. Va duong nhu Chenko rat khon ngoan. Nam muroi thude 1 tot r6i. Hay ba muroi im, nhu tam ban ctia Chenko ngoai bai ddu xe. Chenko rat gioi &

tam ban ba muroi lim thude. Dicu do da duge chimg thye 13 ring roi.

Ong di tiép. LAy con dao ra khoi i va riit ra khoi vo, cam thip va thoai méi bén tay phéi. Chuyén chiéc dién thoai di dong qua tay trdi va giir n bén tai.
Nghe Cash noi, “Linh o1, gio thi anh da 1§ han ra roi. Anh dang sang ruc nhu sao Bac dau. Trong anh nhu dang chay Ién vay.”

Con bdn muroi thude nira.

Ba nuroi chin.

Ba nuroi tam.

Ong n6i, “Helen? Lam lai di.”
Ong nghe giong ctia c6, “OK.”
Ong budc tiép. Nin tho.

Ba muroi lim thuée.

Ba muoi tu.

Ba nuroi ba.

Qng tho ra. Ong li lom bude tiép. Con ba muroi thude nita. Ong nghe tiéng thd hon hén trong tai. Helen, dang chay. Ong nghe Yanni hoi xa xa, “Anh iy
gan dén chua?”’ Nghe Cash dép, “Chua du.”

Vladimir chom kn noi, “Lai nd nira kia.” Han chi du ngén tay lén chiéc man hinh, nhu thé cham vao n6 thi ¢ thé biét duge mdt dicu gi do. Sokolov liée
nhin qua. Sokolov da ngdi trong chirng cac man hinh 1au hon Viadimir. Ban dav, viéc gidm sat 1 viéc ctia han. Cua han, va cua Raskin.

Hin n6i, “Khéng phai cao. N6 to m.”

Hén quan sat thém nam gidy nita. Chiéc bong chay hét qua trai roi qua phai ¢ ngay giéi han ctia tam nhin ctia may quay. Kich c¢& nhan biét dugc, hinh thit



nhn biét duge, chuyén dong khong thé giai thich durge. Hin dimg ddy budc ra cira. Bam vao khung cira va thd ngudi ra ngoai hanh lang,
Hién la 16n, “Chenko! Huéng Bic!”

Sau lung hén, trén mén hinh huéng Tay mot hinh thi In béng ngon tay cai hién ra cang e cang to dan. N6 trong gidng nhw mdt bie tranh cho tré con
tap t6 dugce t6 bang mau huynh quang. Xanh vang chanh bén ngoai, roi dén mdt dai vang kim, ¢ 16i mau do ruc.

Chenko budc qua cin phong ngit dé trong v md cia 6 cao hét ¢d. Roi hiin bude lui vao trong t6i. Lam nh thé héin s& khong thé bj nhin thiy tir bén
dudi va khong the bi tan cong, ngoai trir tr tang thir ba ctia mdt toa nha sat bén, nhung khong c6 toa nha nao nam sat bén ca. Han mo ong ngam ban
dém va nang khau sing Ién. Chia tu khoang dat trong hai tram thudc bén ngoai, Ién va xudng, trai va phai.

Hién thiy mot nguoi dan ba.

Ban dang doc truyén Mot Phdat Mot Mang dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 32

Cb ta chay cudng cuong, chan trén, vot qua trai r01 qua phai, chay vut ra rdi quay tr¢ lai, nhur thé ¢o ta dang khiéu vii hay choi mdt trdn bong da vo hinh.
Chenko nghi, Qua1‘7 Hin siét nhe co sting va ¢ ging Iuong tinh trude ci xoay ké tiép ctia co gai. C ging doan nguce ¢b & cho ndo trong mdt phin ba
gidy sau khi héin bin. Hin chd. Roi ¢6 ngimg di chuyén. C6 dumg yén hén lai, d6i dién véi ngdi nha, hai tay dang ra nhu mot tim bia.

Chenko siét co.

R&i hén hiéu ra. Hén budc tr6 lai hanh lang,

“Nghi binh!” hdn gio 1én. “Nghi binh!”

Cash nhin thiy nh chop dau nong va la 1on “No ban’ rdi chuyén dng ngim sang ctra s huéng Béc. O cira bén dudi dugc kéo én, 6 cira bén trén ¢b
dinh. Ban vao khoang o' s& chéing dugc tic dung gi. Puong dan di 1én bao dam s& truot. Do d6 6ng bin vao kinh ctra. Ong tinh ring néu 6ng tao ra
duoc mit tran nhitng manh kinh sac thi c6 theé giy kho khin cho ai do.

Sokolov dang nhin hinh anh nhiét dién rd trén mén hinh cua Viadimir thi nghe tleng sting va t1eng la canh béo ctia Chenko. Hn nhin lai cénh cira va tro lai
méan hinh huéng Nam. O d6 khong c6 gi. ROi héin nghe tiéng sting bén tré va tiéng kinh v&r trén Ju. Hén nhay ra khoi ban va budc dén cira.

Hén hoi I6n, “May c6 sao khong?”

Chenko d4p 16n, “Nghi binh. Chéc I nghi binh.”

Sokolov quay di, kiém tra that k¥ lai ca bn man hinh.

Hin n6i 16n, “Khéng, Phi nhan. Hoan toan khong c6 thir gi tién vao ca.”

Reacher cham vao birc tuong trrde ctia ngdi nha. Van lat cti 16t ngoai, da son nhiéq Jan. Ongﬂdfrng cach 161 xe vao muroi budc vé hudng Nam, muroi
budc vé hudng Nam ctra trude, gan mdt cira s6 nhin vao mot ,cén ph(‘)r}g trong va géi Ctra s0 la mot h]nh chir nhat cao c60 kr'nhﬂduéi truot dugc Ién
phia sau mdt 6 kinh cao. C6 I& 6 kinh cao ciing truot duoc xudng che Iy 6 kinh thap. Reacher khong bit tén cta kieu cira nay. Ong hiém khi song
trong nha va chua bao gio s& hiru ngdi nha ndo. Khung kinh trrot? Cira treo d6i? Ong khong bict chiac. Ngdi nha ¢6 hon nhi€u so v6i khi nhin nd tir
ngodixa. C4 I ca tram nam roi. Ngbi nha tram tudi, ctra sO tram tudi. Nhung 6 cira s6 c6 con cai then clra cling tram tudi khong? Ong ti ma vao 6 kinh
dudi va liéc nhin Ién.

Ong khong thé thy gi. Toi qua.

R&i ng nghe tiéng stng nd. Hai phat, mdt phét gan, mdt phét xa, kinh v tan tanh.

ROi 6ng nghe tiéng Cash trong tai, “Helen? C6 c6 sao khong?”

Ong khong nghe tiéng tra 1oi.

Cash hoi lai, “Helen? Helen?”

Khong tiéng tra 10i.

Reacher bo dién thoai vao ti. DAy ludi dao len vao khe hé giita ddy 6 cira trén va phin du ctia 6 cira dudi. Ong tir tir than trong dich hrdi dao tir phai
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qua trai, do tim cai chdt cira. Ong tim thiy mdt cai, ngay & giita. G5 nhé nhe vao n6. C6 vé la mdt cai hrdi khoa bang ddng thau ning. N6 s& xoay mdt
goc chin muroi d9, vao va ra khdi mot cai lo.

Nhung theo chidu nao?

Ong day n6 tir phai qua trai. Chat qua. Ong it Iudi dao ra 1di dura nd vao lai bén trai, cach doan giita chimg hai phan. Ré n6 truot tré lai cho t6i khi lai
gip céi ludi. Py nd, tir trai qua phai.

Nhuc nhich.

Ong ddy manh, thic n6 bat ra khoi cai 1b.

D¢ dang.

Ong nhéc 6 kinh thip 1én cao va trudn qua ngudng cira vao trong phong,

Cash than trong nhich nguoi Ién trude, vung khéu sting chin muroi d9 cho t6i khi né ngim ding vé& hudng Pong doc theo céi hang rao. Ong cham chia
nhin qua 6ng ngim. Khong thiy gi ca. Ong trd lai nip. Pua dién thoai lén.

Ong thi thao, “Helen?”
Khong loi dap.

Reacher di chuyén qua can phong trong dén cénh ctra. Cira déng. Ong ap tai vao né. C6 king nghe. Khong nghe thiy gi ca. Ong van nim cira, tir tir,
than trong, M6 cira that chdm Chom ra ngoai. Kiém tra hanh lang,

Tréng.

C6 énh dén tlr 6 cira dé mo mudi Eim bude phia trude vé bén trai. Ong ngimg lai. Nbic timg chan lén va chui dé gidy vao quén. Chui hai long ban tay.
Ong bude mdt bude. Thir san nha. Khong tieng dong. Ong tién 1én phia trurde, tir tir, that ém. Gidy thuyén. C6 ich chit it. Ong men sét theo tudng, noi
d6 san nha virng nhat. Ong dirng lai mot thude cach 6 cira sang dén. Hit mot hoi. Tien kn.

Dimng lai ¢ 6 cura.

Ongdangnhmhai tén tir phia sau. Ching dang ngdi canh nhau & mt day ban dai, quay lung lai phia 6ng. Bang nhin cham chi cac man hinh tivi. Vao
nhing chiéc bong ma quai miu xanh l4 ciy ctia bong t6i. Bén trai la Viadimir. Bén phai la mt gi ma trude day ong chura timg thay Sokolov? Chic 1
hén. Bén phai Sokolov, cach han mdt thude, mdt khiu sting ngin ndm 6 tin mép ban. Mot khau Smith & Wesson Model 60. Khéu sting luc bang thép
khong gi dAu tién duoc san xuét trén thé gioi. Nong hai inch rudi. Véi ndm vién dan.

Reacher bude mot bude dai vao trong phong, Ding lai. Nin tho. Doi chiéu con dao trén tay. Giit ludi dao giita ngdn cai va khp ngdn tro, cach chudi
ctia nd hon hai phan. Vuon canh tay 1én. Dung n6 Ién sau dau. Vung né t6i trude.

Phoéng dao.
Con dao cdm séu nam phén vao phia sau c6 ctia Sokolov.

Viadimir nhin qua phai, vé huéng c6 tleng dong. Reacher da di chuyen 101 Viadimir nhin lai Hién thy 6 ong. Lui lai khoi cai ban va gan bat ddy. Reacher
thay hén udc lwong khoang cach giira hén va khiu sing. Thiy héin quyet dinh tAn cong, Reacher budc thang t61 huong tAn cong cla han, thup nguoi
xudng tranh ¢t dAm mbc bén trai dang vung ra, lao vai minh vao nguc hin, vong hai canh tay quanh hung héin va nhdc bdng c4 ngudi hén lén. Nhic hin
Ién va xoay tranh xa khoi ban.

Roi siet lai

Cach tbt nhit dé giét mot g to nhur Viadimir mdt cach ém thém k don gién siét héin cho t6i chét. Khong dénh, khong bén, khong dim dé long vong,
Micn la tay chn cta hin khong thé cham téi dugc cdi gi vitng chac thi s& khong c6 tiéng dong. Khong Ia, khong gao. Chi mit tieng ang &c khé khén
khong nghe 16 khi hoi tho' cu6i ma han hép vao tudn trd ra, chang bao gio dugc thay theé bang hoi thd khac.

Reacher gjit Viadimir trén mit d4t chirmg mot bd va siét voi tit ca strc manh ctia minh. Ong ép nat ngure ciia Viadimir bing vong tay giu qué hung di,
Jau va manh cho dén ndi khong mot ai co thé sdng sot. Viadimir khong ngd chuyén d6. Hin cir nghi ddy chi ki ca chao san. Khong phai la don chinh. Khi
hiéu ra, han kinh hoang dén phat rd. Hin thyi nhitng ¢t vo vong nhur mura 1én lung ctia Reacher va d4 chan viao hai 6 ong quyén ctia ong. Reacher nghi,
Ngu xuan. May chi dét thém khi 6-xy. Va miy s& khong c6 thém chut ndo dau, chil ema. Hay tin tao di. Ong siét chit gong kiém. Ep manh hon. Manh
hon nita. Va manh hon nita, theo mdt nhip di€u vo thirc tan nhan dém nii nita, nita, va nita.Rang 6ng ngmen chét voi nhau. Tim 6ng dap thinh thich.
Nhirng bap thit vong to va rin Ién nhur d4 tang va bat dau bc chay. Ong c6 thé cam thiy khung xurong sudn ctia Viadimir dich chuyén, lch cach, rdira,
ran v, gity nat. Va hoi thd cudi ctia hiin ri ra khoi budng phdi doi hoi.

Sokolov nhtic nhich.

Reacher loang choang bén dudi trong hrong ctia Viadimir. Vung vé xoay ngudi trén mot chan. Da ra, gt chan dng nén tring chudi con dao. Sokolov



ngung nhic nhich. Viadimir ngung nhiic nhich. Reacher tiép tuc siét trong subt mdt phtit nita. R6i dng tir tir néi Iong ra, quy xudng va nhe nhang dit cai
xac xuong dat. Ngoi xom xuong. Thé manh. Kiém tra mach dép.

Khong c6 mach dap.

Ong dtmg ddy, rit con dao cta Cash ra khoi cb ctia Sokolov va dimg 16 ¢t ¢b ctia Viadimir, tir tai bén 1 ndy sang tai bén kia. Vi Sandy, 6ng nghi viy.
R&i ng quay lai ¢t luon ¢b cta Sokolov. De phong ngira. Méau tudn uét ddm niit ban va nho giot Ién nén nha. N6  khong trao ra. N6 chinho giot. Tim
Sokolov da ngimg dap. Ong ngdi x6m xudng, lau udi dao vao 4o ciia Viadimir, hét mt ndy rdi qua mit kia. Ong iy dién thoai trong ti ra. Nghe Cash
goi: “Helen?”

Ong thi thdm, “Sao roi?”

Cash dap, “Ching ta d& bi mot vién dan ban t6i. Toi khong thé nghe gi tir Helen.”

Reacher noi, “Yanni, di chuyén qua bén trai. Tim c¢6 y. Franklin, anh c6 d6 khong?”

Franklin n6i, “Toi day.”

Reacher ndi, “San sang goi xe ctru thurong nhé.”

Cash ndi, “Anh & dau vay?”

Reacher n6i, “O trong nha.”

“Pbi phurong thé nao?”

Reacher dap, “Thét bai. Sting ban ra tir dau vay?”

“Cira sb ting ba, hudng Béc. V& mit chién thuat, diéu nay hop ly. Ching bd tri mdt tay bén tia & trén d6. Ching c6 thé huéng din hén theo nhimg gi
chiing phat hién duge tir may quay.”

Reacher ndi, “Hét con huréng dzfm oL Ong bo chiée dién thogi di dong trd vao ti thflt 1§h§u stng én. Kiém soat 6~dan Né C}UQC nap déy. Nam vién
Smith & Wesson.38 Specials. Ong di ra hanh lang, tay phai cam con dao, tay trai cam khau sing, Pi tim canh ctra dan xudng tang ham

Cash nghe tiéng Yanni Am bAm mot minh khi c6 di chuyén vé bén trai cua ong. Giong thép, nhung 10 rang, nhur dang doc loi binh Iuan. C6 noi, “Gio t6i
dang di v& hudng Dong, cui that thap, di sat vao hang rao trong bong to1. Toi dang di tim Helen Rodin. Chung 01 biét ching da ban co dy. Gio ¢d dy
khong tra 1o dién thoai. Ching t6i mong 1 ¢ ay khong sao, nhung chiing tdi lo ring ¢6 iy khong 6n roi.”

Cash ling nghe cho t6i khi dng khong thé nghe thiy ¢ nira. Ong Fic dau khong thé hiéu ndi. Roi 6ng dan mét vao dng ngim, quan sat ngdi nha.

%k sk ok

Rosemary Barr khong ¢ mit trong ting hdm Reacher mét chura dén nira phut dé hoan toan chic ‘chén diéu d6. D6 la mot khoang khong gian rong
thodng, &m moc, t6i 1o mo, lién tuc va hoan toan trong ngoai trir cac 16p nén clia ba céi ong khdi bang gach.

Reacher dimg lai & cai hop ngit dién. Ong suyt kéo cong tic. Nhung Chenko c6 thiét bi nhin trong bong t6i ns ng khong ¢6. Thé nén ong bo trd lai
cau thang,

Yanni tim thiy doi gidy ctia Helen khi vép phéi ching Ching duoc dét ngay ngan bén nhau ¢ chan hang rao. Got cao, da son den, sang 1o mo dudi anh
tring nhat. Yanni tinh c& d4 vao ching va nghe tiéng d6i giay tréng, C6 cti xubng nhit 1én. Moc dé gidy én hang rio.

C6 thi thao, “Helen oi. Helen? C6 ¢ dau vay?”

R&i ¢6 nghe tiéng, “Toi ddy.”

“O dau?”

“O day. Pi téi nita di.”

Yanni bude téi. C6 thiy mot béng ngudi niim co sat vao chén hing rio.

Helen néi, “Toi danh roi dién thoai. Khong tim duge n6.”

“Cb c6 sao khong?”

“Hin ban truot. Toi nhay ca tung nhu mdt mu dién. Nhung vién dan bay sat qua. Toi hét hon. Toi tha cai dién thoai rdi bo chay.”

Helen ngdi ddy. Yanni ngdi xdm bén co.



Helen n6i, “Xem nay.” C6 dang cAm mdt moén gi d6 trong 1ong ban tay. N6 sang lén. Mot dong xu. Mot dong hai muroi Fim xu mdi tinh va séng lp lanh.
Yanni héi, “Cai gl vay?”

Helen n6i, “Mot dong hai muoi Bim xu.”

“Vay thi sao nao?”

“Reacher cho t61.”

Helen mim cudi. Yanni thdy ring c6 tring ngoi dudi anh tring

Reacher bo theo hanh lang tAng mot. Mo cac canh ctra va luc soat cac can phong hai bén dudng 6ng qua. Ching déu trong Khong ding dén. Ong dung
lai 6 chén cau thang. Budc Iui vao mdt khoang trong hai muroi nhan hai muroi m ¢ thoi timg 1 mdt phong khach. Ciii xubng dit con dao trén nén nha
i lay dién thoai di dong ra.

Ong thi thao, “Trung si?”

Cash dap, “Anh trd lai véi ching t61 a?”

“To6i dé dién thoai trong t0i.”

“Yanni da tim dugc Helen. C6 4y OK.”

“T6t lim. Tang ham va tang mt thoang rdi. Toi nghi 1 anh néi ding. Rosemary hén & trén gac thuong”

“Gidr anh ken 1 a?”

“Toi nghii vay. Toi phai di thoi.”

“S thurong vong?”

“T6i gio la hai.”

“Vay thi trén lau con nhiéu im.”

“Toi s& cAn than.”

“Nghe 15.”

Reacher bo di¢n thoai vao tdi va nhiit con dao lén. Ong dimg ddy, kén ra hanh lang. Cau thang néim & phia sau ngdi nha. N6 rong, gdm hai nhénh chéo
nhau va doc thodi. Kha lon. C6 mot chiéu nghi rong nam & nira duong di Ién, 1a noi hai n}]énh gap nhau. Ong di it I 1én nhanh thir nhat. Theo cach nay
thi hop Iy hon. Ong mudn biét ngay tirc thi néu ¢ ké nao trén hanh lang tang hai nhin xubng qua cai lan can. Ong di men sat vao trong. Néu cau thang c6
kéu cot ket, phén 1on déu kéu & khoang giira méit bac thang, Ong budc chdm, do dambang got chan, dat ching Xuong nhe nhang va thin trong. Va
khong tiéng dong. Gidy thuyen Co ich chut it. Sau nam budc chan I 1én, dau ong gan ngang bang Vvoi san tang hai. Ong nang stng 1én. Bugc thémmot
bude. Gio thi ong 6 thé thdy ca hanh lang, Vang hoe. N6 la mot khoang trong duoc trai tham, rat im ang, thip mot bong dén cong suat 1ho6 duy nhét.
Khong c6 gi cd, ngoai trir sdu canh ctra dong, moi bén ba canh. Ong thé ra va di chuyén dén phan chiéu nghi. Nhon chin vé bén tri rdi én én nhanh
trén, 1an ndy thi bude thing. Bude ra khdi cau thang. Vao t6i hanh lang,

Gio thi sao day?

Sau canh ctra déng, Ai & d6? Ong tir tir di chuyen vé hurdng mit tién ngdi nha. Ling nghe & canh cira thir nhat. Khong nghe duoc gi ca. Ong t1ep tuc di
t6i. Ctra thir hai cting khong nghe gl Laltlep tuc, nhung trude klndencanhcuaﬂnrbatlnongnghe tiéng dong tir san nha bén trén. Nhiing tiéng dong

truyén xudng xuyén qua san nha. Nhing tiéng dong ma ong khong hiéu. Nhing tiéng dong do quét chan, 16 chan, nghién nat, duoc Eip lai nhip nhang, véi
mit bude chan nhe & cudi mbi nhip.

Quét chan, 1 chan, nghién nat, budc chan. Quét chan, 1 chan, nghién nat, budc chan. Ong nhin cham cham Ién trin nha. RSi canh cira thir ba mo ra va
Grigor Linsky budc ra hanh lang ngay truréc mit 6ng, Va héin dimg yén nhur troi trong,

Hén dang méc chiéc 40 banh t6 hai hing ctic quen thudc. Méu xam, vai vudng, dng quan Ién giu. Reacher dam tring ¢ hong hén. Ngay tirc khéc, bang
tay phai, mot cach ban niing, Ong nhan ludi dao vao sau va kéo qua bén trai. Cat dit khi quan. Gitr hén im king, Ong budc tranh qua bén dé tranh voi
méu. Chop hin dudi nach tir phia sau rdi 16i hin vao can phong ni hén vira bude ra. DO 1 mdt nha bép. Linsky dang pha tra. Reacher tit ira dudi 4m
dun nuée. Pat khau sting va con dao lén mit bép Cti xudng kep déu ctia Linsky gitta hai ban tay roi viin n6 qua tri va giat manh qua phai. Bé giy ¢b
hén. Tiéng rdc du lon dé phai kru y. Ngbi nha rat yén tinh. Reacher cim siing va dao Ién, ling nghe & canh cira. Khéng nghe thay gl ca, ngoai trurquét
chan, Ié chan, nghlen nat, budc chan. Quét chan, Ié chan, ngnen nat, budc chan. Ong budc trd lai vao hanh lang, ROI 6 ong hiéu ra.

Kinh.



Cash da bén tré xuyén qua vi trf thuéin loi & huéng Béc cia Chenko, va nhu moi tay bin tia gioi khéic, ong da gy ton hai i da v6i phat stng duy nhét.
Va dén phién minh, nhw moi tay ban tia gioi khic, Chenko dang lam sach mdi truong xung quanh ctia hin dé san sang sir dung. Han dang don kinh v.
Han ¢6 hai muroi Iim phan trdm kha nang bi 161 kéo lai chinh cai cira s6 d6, va han muon 16i di qua cén phong dugc thong suot.

Quét chan, I chan, nghlen nét, bude chan. Hin dang ding mu ban chan dé quét méanh kinh qua mdt bén. Vun thanh mdt déng. Roi héin bude 1én quét
vong tiép theo. Han mubn c6 mot 16i di rong hai bude xuyén qua can phong, Khong ¢ nguy co truot ngi.

Hén da duoc bao xa rdi?

Reacher bo dén Iong cau thang ké tiép. N6 giéng y nhur céi trude. Rong, thodi, hai nhanh. Ong budc i lén, ¢b ling nghe. Quét chan, 1é chan, nghién nét,
budc chan. Ong bang qua cai chiéu nghi & lung chimg, Tiép tuc di toi. Hanh lang tang ba co cach bd tri gidng nhur hanh lang bén du6i, nhung n6 khong
duoc trai tham. Chi dé van tran. C6 mot chiéc ghé thang lung ¢ gitra hanh lang Tét ca cc clra déu dé mo. Huong Biéc nam bén tay phai. Reacher c6
the cam thay gi6 dém dang Iong vao. Ong nép vao gan birc turong. Bo vé phia trude. Tieng dong vang 6n hon. Ong ap sat nguoi vao tuong. Hit mot hoi
Cham cham xoay ngudi va budc vé bén trai. Vao trong mot 6 cta.

Chenko céch dng muoi hai b. Nhin ra chb khéc. Doi dién cira s6. O kinh dudi da duoc ddy kn phia sau 6 kinh trén. Ca hai 6 kinh déu bj ban v vun.
Cén phong lanh I€o. Nén nha day ménh kinh. Chenko dang don mot 16i di tir ctra chinh dén ctra s6. Han con chirng ba budc nita can don. Khau sing
ctia hdn dyng dimg vao tuong, cach han sau bude. Han lom khom, nhin xudng, tap trung vao viée dang lam. D6 1 mdt viée quan trong. Bi truot trén
manh kinh s€ lay mat di thoi gian quy bau ctia han trong cude dau sting. Chenko c6 ky luat.

Va 6 mudi gidy dé song,

Reacher cét dao vao ti. Tra tw do cho tay phai. Siét n6 lai. Budc t6i. Bude cham va ém xuéng 161 dimi Chenko da don. Bon budc thit ém Chenko
camnhan duoc. Han dimg thang len. Reacher chop quanh ¢b hin tir phia sau. Mot tay thoi. Ong siét manh. Bude thém mdt bude dai va nhanh, rdi ling
Chenko t6i trrdc va ném hén ra khoi cira s6, du cim xudng trude.

Ong thi thAm vao béng ti bén dudi. “Tao da canh cao méy rdi. L& ra may nén ha guc tao ngay khi c6 co hoi” Rdi ong iy dién thoai di dong ra.

Ong thi thao, “Trung si?”

“Toi day.”

“Cira s tAng ba, chd ma anh bin tra ddy. Anh thiy nd chwa?”

“Toi thdy r61.”

“Mot tén moi ngdl xudng do. Néu héin con ngoc dau ddy, cho hin mot phét nhé.”

R&i 6ng cat dién thoai di dong va di tim canh cira gac thuong,

Ong tim thiy Rosemmary hoan toan binh an, ngdi thing lung trén nén nha gic thuong. Chin dan bang, ¢ tay dan bang, miéng dan bang. Reacher dat
ngon tay Ién modi minh. C6 it dau. Ong cat bang keo bang con dao vy mau va gifp c6 dimg én. C6 dimg loang choang gy lat. R01 ¢ lc manh nguoi
va hoi gat dau. Roi mim cudi. Reacher doén ring nhitng ndi sg ma cd da camnhan va phan (g cta c6 lic nay déu da duoc deé xudng boi quyét tim sat
da giip anh cta minh. Néu c6 vurot qua, thi anh ta ciing s€ vuot qua. Niém tin d6 giip co di tiep.

C6 thi tham, “Chiing di hét chura?”

Reacher thi thim tra 104, “Hét rdi, ngoai trir Raskin va The Zec.”

“Khong, Raskin tu sat r6i. Toi nghe chiing trd chuyén. The Zec budc hin tyr sat. Boi hin da dé ong iy mit dién thoai.”

“The Zec c6 kha ning dang ¢ dau?”

“Phan I6n thoi gian thi o & trong phong khéch. Ting hai.”

“Cura nao?”

“Cira cudi cing bén tay trai.”

Reacher thi thim, “OK, ¢ ddy nhé. Téi s& di bt o roi quay lai ngay.”

“Toi khong thé & lai ddy. Ong phéi mang toi ra ngoai.”

Ong ngimg lai. “OK, nhung ¢6 phai that im Bing. Va dimg nhin hai bén.”

“SaO Vay?”



“C6 ngudi chét.”

Rosemary noi, “To6i con ming nita kia.”

Reacher némtay dan co xuéng cau thang dén hanh lang ting ba. Roi ong di trrde mdt minh xuéng tang hai. Hoan toan yén king. Canh cira cubi cing bén
tay trai vin déng. Ong vay tay ra hiéu cho ¢6 xubng, Ho ctng nhau 18 va hudng tlﬁng dén tAng mot. Bén mat trude cta ngdi nha. Pén can phong ma 6ng
da qua. Ong gitip c6 vurot qua ngudng cira va ra ngoai cura so, xubng dét bén dudi. Ong chi tay va néi. “C6 di theo 16 xe ra dudng. R phai. Toi s& bao
cho mAy ngudi kia biét ¢ dang dén. C6 mot dng mic dd miu den c6 stng. Ong Ay 1a phe minh.”

C6 dimg yén mot giy. R&i ctii xubng coi doi gidy dé thap ra, cam ching trén tay roi vut chay nhu ma dudi, nhim hudng Tay, xuyén qua khoang dét ra
duong. Reacher lay dién thoai di dong ra.

Ong thi thdm, “Trung si?”

“Toi day.”

“Cd Rosemary dang chay vé hudng ciia anh.”

“Xuat sic.”

“Bao cho moi ngudi biét va don co Ay trén dudng, Khong con ai quan sat man dém nita du. Roi hdy chuan bi. Téi s& quay lai v6i cac ban.”
“Nghe 15.”

Reacher cit dién thoai di dong, Binguoc trd lai vao ngdi nha im lim, di tim The Zec.
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Cubi cling, moi vige con lai | cho doi. Hay cho, rdi nhitmg diéu nh & dén véi ban. Va ca nhitng diéu xéu nita. Reacher kn tré lai ting hai. Cénh cira
cudi ctng bén tréi van dong. Ong lui vao trong nha bép. Linsky nim nglra trén nén nha trong mjt ving méu. Reacher bét lai lira du6i amnude. Roi ong
budc ra hanh lang, Budc thit ém dén mat trrde ngdi nha va tya 1n bire trong bén ngoai canh ctra cudi cung bén trai.

Va 6ng cho.

Sau néim phit thi 4m nue soi. Ban dau tiéng coi bdo trdm va nhd, r6i 16n dan va lén cao viit. Trong mudi gidy, ting hai ciia ngdi nha ddy ngap mdt tiéng
rit nhirc 6¢. Mudi gidly sau d6 canh ctra bén tay phai cuia Reacher mo ra. Mot nguoi nho tho bude ra. Reacher d€ cho han ta bude t6i trude mot buse
101 ghi han xudng va an manh khau Smith 60 vao ¢6 hong han.

Vi ng6 cham cham

The Zec. Lo la mt lo g vai rdng, b 1b, tat nguy?:n, lomkhom, tan phé. Mot con ma. Kho c6 thé goi 1a ngudi. Than thé o phit ddy nhitng vét seo
thdm tim va nhiing manh da da bién mau. Mt lo day nép nhdn va i rd, trdo dang sw gién dir, thi han va man dai. Lao khong mang vii khi. Doi tay tan
tat cta lao dudng nhu khong thé cam duoc vii khi. Reacher day 1o xudng hanh lang. Vao trong nha bép, bude gt lui. Bén beép 10. Tieng dong tir am
nuée qua khong the chiu dung dugc. Reacher ding tay tréi tt lira di. R6i 6ng 161 The Zec tr6 lai phong khach. Tieng rit ctia am nurde tat di, nhur hoi coi
bao dong may bay oanh tac tat dan. Ngoi nha im lim trd lai.

Reacher ndi, “Moi chuyén chdm dirt. Mi thua rdi”

The Zec d4p, “Chéng bao gid chim dirt.” Giong khan khan, thip, trong yét hau.

Reacher n6i, “Cho mi n6i lai.” Ong 4n manh khau Smith vao ¢6 hong The Zec. Qua tbép va qua gan, o khong thé thay dugc. Ong tha Iong co sing lai.
Tir tir, than trong. C tinh. Vang lén. Cach-cach-cach-cach. Mot thir tiéng khong nham lan duoc.

The Zec n6i, “Ta da tam muroi tudi roi.”
Reacher n6i, “Mi ma mot trim tudi ta ciing miic ké. Mi van s& bj tom cd.”

“Thing ngu,*“ The Zec d4p tra. “Ta mudn ndi 1 ta da séng qua nhitng thir t& hai hon i mi. Tir trude khi mi ra doi rét nhidu.”
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“Khong 6 ké nao t& hon ta dau.”
“Dumg huénh hoang. Mi ching I céi quai gi dau.”

Reacher n6i, “Mi nghi viy 4? Sang hom nay mi con sdng nhung ngdy mai thi khong, Sau tim muoi ndm. Nhur véy ta ciing |a mot thir gi d6 chir, mi khong
nghi vy sao?”

Khong loi dap.

Reacher noi, “Cham dut rdi. Tin ta di. Con duong dai va gian nan, OK, ta hiéu tat ca diéu d6, nhung day 1 doan két ctia n. Roi phai xay ra vao mot
lic ndo do6 thoi”

Khong loi dap.

Reacher hoi, “Mi c6 biét khi ndo 1 sinh nhét cta ta khong?”

“Hén nhién 1a khong.”

“Trong thang Muoi. Mi biét ngdy nao khong?”’

“Tét nhién i khong,”

“Mi s& biét bang mdt cach khong vui vé gi dau. Ta dang dém trong dau. Khi ndo dén ngdy sinh nhét, ta & siét co sing.”

Ong bét dAu dém nhim trong du, Mot, Hai. Ong quan sat d6i nit ciia The Zec. Nam, Sau, Bay, TamKhong c6 phan hdi. Mudi, Mudi mdt, Murdi hai.
The Zec n6i, “Mi mubn gi?”

Pén ltc thirong hrong rdi day.

Reacher ndi, “Ta mudn trd chuyén.”

“Trod chuyén?”

Reacher ndi, “Ngay Mudi hai. D6 1a khoang thoi gian mi chiu duoc. R01 mi chiu thua. Mi biét vi sao khong? Boi vi mi mubn song N0 12 ban nang sau
tham nhat ma mi co. R rang thé. Néu khong thi im sa0 mi ¢o the song lau nhur vay chur? Chéc chén n6 1a mot ban ning sauthamhon 13 ta timg hiéu
duoc. Mot phan xa, mot thoi quen, hiy kin con xiic xdc, hily ¢ sdng con, hiy di budc tiép, hiy chop Ky ngay co hoi. N6 nam trong ADN ctia mi. N6
con ngudi mi.”’

“Vay thi sao nao?”’

“Vay thi gior ddy chiing ta c6 mdt cudc thi dau véi nhau. Con ngudi mi diu véi con nguoi ta.”

“Vay mi 1a ké nao?”

“Ta Ia ké vira ném Chenko ra khoi cira s6 tang ba. Sau khi siét Viadimir cho t6i chét bang hai ban tay khong, Boi vi ta khong thich nhirng gi ching lam
VOi ngudi vo toi. Thé nén gios day, mi phai mang céi khat vong thém song manh mé ctia mi ra dau véi khét vong manh mé ciia ta muén bén vao dau mi rdi
d4i vao ci 16 dan d6.”

Khong loi dap.

Reacher n6i, “MOot phat sing. Ngay vao dAu. Xong tudng. Chon hya ctia mi ddy. Mot ngiy nita, mjt dot gieo xtic xic méi. Hodc khong, Cai d6 thi ciing
c6 the.”

Ong thiy su tinh ton hién ra trong mét ctia The Zec. Udc lwong, danh gié, suy xét.

Ong noi, “Ta c6 thé ném mi xubng cau thang. Mi ¢6 thé bd dén dé nhin Viadimir cho biét. Ta da céit ¢ hén khi da xong. Chi cho vui thoi. Ta a nhur thé
d4. Vi vay dung nghi rang ta khong lamnhiing gi ta n6i. Ta s€ lamma su6t phan doi sau d6 van ngd say nhu tré con.”

The Zec lai hoi, “Mi mubn g?”
“Mudn duge giip mot viéc.”
“Vige gi?”

“Ta cAn clru mdt nguoi vo t(:)i ra khoi nha ti. Vi thé ta cAn mi }(é lai sy that véi mdt vién thanh tra tén 13 Bmerson. Sy that, tAt ¢4 su that, Va khong diéu g
khac ngoai trir sy that. Ta can mi néu rd Chenko da lam vy nd stng tham sat, Viadimir vu c¢6 gai, va ké nao d6 vu Ted Archer. Va bat ké nhiing gi khac



mé mi da Bm. Tét ca. Bao gdm ca viéc mi va Linsky sap xép moi chuyén ra sao.”

Mot tia sang Ioe Ién trong doi mét ctia The Zec. “Vo nghiia. Ta s& nhén 4n tir hinh,”

Reacher n6i, “Phai, mi s& nhan 4n tir hinh. D6 1 didu chiic chiin. Nhung ngy mai mi van con sng. Va ngiy mit, va sau ngiy mbt. O xtr sé ndy tién trinh
khéng an kéo dai vo tan. Co khi dén ca murdi ndm Mi c6 thé gip may. C6 thé a mdt vu xir sai, ¢6 thé c6 mot cii virot nguc, mi ¢6 thé duoc an xa, co
thé ¢ mdt cude cach mang, hay mot vu dong dat”

“Kha nang rat t.”

Reacher ndi, “C¢ E vay. Nhung d6 khong phai 1a ban chét cta mi u? Mot ké sin sang don nhin mdt co hdi du bé xiu, mong manh nhit dé duoc séng
thém mdt phut, con hon 1a khong con tia hy vong nao ca?”

Khong loi dap.

Reacher ndi, “Mi da tr i cho ta mdt lan roi. Khi mi bo cude tro choi sinh nhét & ngdy Muoi hai théng Mudi. Thé a khé nhanh ddy. C6 ba muroi mot
ngiy trong thang Mudi. Quy ludt binh quan cho bi€t mi s€ binh an cho t6i ngay Muoi lam hay Muoi sau. Mot con bac thuce sy s€ cho cho t6i ngay Hai
muroi. Nhung mi khong qua nbi ngay Muoi hai. Khong phai do mi hen nhat. Khong ai trach mi vé dicu d6. Nhung vi mi la mt ke song sot. Do 1a con
nguoi mi. Gio déy ta chi can mdt chut xac nhéan cu the.”

Khong loi dap.

Reacher dém, “Mudi ba, Murdi bdn, Mudi lim, Mudi saw.”

The Zec néi, “OK. Mi thing, Ta s& ké véi tay thanh tra.”

Reacher ding khiu Smith d4y o ép vao tudng hanh lang. Ong Ay dién thoai di dong ra. “Trung si?”

“Toi day.”

“Vao day di, tit ca moi nguoi. Toi s& mo clra. Va, Franklin? Danh thirc miy ngudi d6 dy nhu ching ta da ban trude day.”

Dién thoai im bit. Franklin da tit cudc goi két nbi dé goi di.

Reacher troi cd tay va c6 chan ctia The Zec lai bang day dién lay tir dén ngii va dé lio ndm trén nén nha phong khach. R6i 6ng di xubng lau. Llec nhin
vao phong giam sat. Viadimir namngua trén viing mAu. P61 mit hin mo toang, C6 hong héin ciing vay. Reacher c6 thé thiy xuong. Sokolov ndmsup
trén ban, mat up xubng, Mau héin vurong khéip noi. Mot it chic da thAm vao hé thng ddy dién, vi c4i man hinh hudng Namda tt mit. Ba c4i man hinh
con lai vin con do, xanh Iét ma quai. Trén man hinh hudng Tay ¢6 bdn dang ngudi dang hién dan trén 16i xe vao. Nhiing ving sang mau vang, 16i mau

do. Sat vao nhau, di chuyén nhanh. Reacher tit dén va dong cira phong. Di xudng hanh lang va mo cira trude.

Yanni vao trude tién. R&i dén Cash. Roi Rosemary. Sau cung la Helen. C6 di chin khong, tay xach doi gidy. Co Jam lem bin. C6 dimg lai & ngudng cira
va 6m cham lay Reacher. Gitt nhu vy mdt luc 1au r6i di tiep.

Yanni hoi, “Mui gi vay?”’

Cash ndi, “Méu. Va cac thir chét dich khac trong phii tang.”
“Ching chét hét rdi 42”

Reacher dap, “Trir mjt mang,”

Ong dan duong Ién Jiu. Chin Rosemary lai bén ngoai phong khach.
Ong n6i, “The Zec bén trong d6. Gap 1o ¢d ¢6 sao khong?”

C6 gt dau.

C6 1n6i, “Toi mubn gip o, Toi mudn hoi o mdt cau.”

Cb budc vao phong khach. The Zec nam trén san nha, noi ma Reacher da dit Bo. Rosemary dtmg bén o, im ling, trang nghiém, khong chit ha hé. Chi
to mo.

Cb ndi, “Tai sao ha? Toi co ¥ mubn ndi B, & mirc ndo do6 t6i hiéu diéu m Gng nghi ring ong phai Bm. Tir goc nhin méo mo ctia 6ng, Nhung tai sao ong
khong chi str dung Chenko tir xa 1§ thoi. Tai sao dng phai 16i anh t6i vao chuyén nay?”

The Zec khdng tra 104, Lo chi nhin ddm ddm vao khoang khong, nhin mot cai gi 6, nhung chic chéin khong phai 1 Rosemary Barr.

Reacher n6i, “Véan dé tamly.”



“Cua l30?”
“Khéng. Ciia ching ta. Clia quén ching”
“La nhur thé nao?”

Reacher n6i, “Phai co6 mot cau chuyén. Khong, chiic chin c6 mot cau chuyén, va lao phai kiém soat cau chuyén vé cai gi. Néu o dua ra mot ke bén, thi
cau chuyen s& n6i vé ké ban. Khong c6 ké ban, cau chuyén s& n6i vé cac nan nhan. Va néu cau chuyén vé céc nan nhén, thi s& ¢6 rat nhidu cau hoi duoc
datra.”

“Vi thé héin dura James vao.”

“D6 Ia didu ma o lam. Cé mdt danh sach dai”

“Visao?”

“Mot ngudi chét 1 bi kich, nhung mot triéu ngudi chét B mt con sb thong ké.”
Yanni n6i, “Joseph Stalin.”

Reacher dap The Zec qua mdt bén va kéo chiée sofa ra khoi cira sb chimg bon bd. Nam b 4o ciia The Zec, dung Fo 1én va 4n xudng mot dau ghé.
Bat 1a0 ngoi thang day, tua vao tay ghe.

Ong néi, “Nhan chimg chinh ciia ching ta day.”

Ong bao Cash ng61 1én bau cira s phia sau sofa. Bao Yanni di timba chjéc ghé tua. Déy may chiéc ghé banh dua vio bén tuong. Yanni tro lai ba lan,
kéo I tirng chicc ghe. Reacher dt ching thanh mbt hang d6i mat véi chiée sofa. Ong két thiic véi mdt hinh vuong, sofa, ba chic ghé tura, ghé banh ¢ hai
bén.

Ao quin cua ong da gﬁn khd. Chi con hoi bi 4m & cac khau ndi day. Ong ludn nhimg ngén tay qua mai toc. Vubt lai cho phing, Xem ddng hd. Gan bén
g0 sang, It khang cyr nhat. Yéu t0 thudc nhip sinh hoc.

Ong n6i, “Gior thi ching ta doi.”

Ho doi chura dén ba muroi phit. Roi nghe tiéng xe trén duong ngoai xa. Lop xe nghién trén mat duong, tiéng Iy xe, ong khoi. Tiéng dong I6n dan. Cac
xe cham lai. Ching chay lao xao trén 16 vao trai d4. Bn chiéc tit ca. Reacher di xubng ]au mo cira. Thiy chiéc Suburban den ctia Franklin. Thiy
Emerson tréo ra khoi mdt chiéc Crown Vic mau xAm. Thdy mot phu nir gon gang, toc ngin sam miu ra khoi mot chiéc Ford Taurus méu xanh durong,
Donna Bianca, 6ng nghi viy. Ong thdy Alex Rodin tréo ra khoi mdt chiéc BMW miu bac. Rodin khoa xe lai bang thiét bi diéu khién tir xa. Ong ta |
ngudi duy nhit Fam the.

Re:acher dung qua mot bép dé ho nhom lai trong hanh lang, Rf}i ong dﬁr} ho Ién lau. Ong dit Alex Rodin, Donna Bianca va Emerson ngdi & nhitng chiéc
ghe tua, tir tri qua phai. Ong dé Franklin ngdi & mdt chiéc ghe banh ké bén Yanni. Rosemary va Helen Rodin thi ¢ hai chiéc ghS banh phia bén kia cia
céan phong. Helen dang nhin cha c6. Ong nhin lai ¢6. Cash trén bau ctra s6. Reacher budce tranh ra va ding tua vao ngudng cura.

Reacher n6i, “Bat diu k& di.”
The Zec van im king.
Reacher néi, “Ta c6 thé bao méy ngudi nay di ra khoi ddy. Ciing d& dang nhu i mang ho dén day vay. Roi s& bat dau dém lai. Tir mudi bay.”

The Zec thé dai. Bat dau ké. Ban dau chim rii, r6i sau d6 nhanh hon. Lio ké mot cau chuyén dai. Qua dai va qua phirc tap dén ndiné tré nén 1on xon.
Lo phun ra nhimng chi tiét ctia céc t0i ac khong lién quan trude d6. Ri o di vao tién trinh du thau cho nhing hop ddng cta thanh phd. Lio khai ra tén
vién quan chirc m o da hdi 16. Khong chi c6 tién ma thdi. Con c6 ca gii nita, cung cip theo timg nhom nhé trong mot biét thyr vimg Caribbe. Mot sb
conrat tré. Lio ké v& ndi phan nd ctia Ted Archer, cudc truy tim trong hai nim ciia 6ng ta, viéc ong ta da tiép can gan dén su that. Lo md ta cude phuc
kich, vao mdt budi sang thir Hai. Jeb Oliver duoc didu dong. Chiéc Dodge Ram mau do 1 tra cong cho hin. Rdi The Zec ngimg lai, quyét dinh, 16 tiép
tuc. Ldo md ta ching quyét dinh nhanh chéng ha tht Oline Archer hai thang sau d6, khi c6 ta tré nén nguy hiém LAo md ta thi doan ctia Chenko, mdt
ké hoach voi va nhung k§ lrdng, ching da du James Barr ra voi 1i hira v& mdt cude hen ho véi Sandy Dupree nhur thé ndo. Lio md ta khi Jeb Oliver
khong con ¢ ich. Lio cho ho biét noi tim xac hén. Lao ké vé chuyén Viadimir giét Sandy dé cb ging ngiin cudc truy tim ctia Reacher. Lao ké tit ca
trong ba muroi hai phut, tay bi troi sau lung, 10i o dimg dot ngdt va Reacher thay duoc sy tinh toan hién ra trong d6i mét Fo. Lo da nghi vé& budc ké
tiép roi. Mit xtic xac tiép theo. Mot phién toa xir sai. Mot cude virot nguc. Mot tién trinh khang an murdi ndm.

Can phong trd nén yén ling,
Donna Bianca noi, “Khong thé tin duoc.”

Reacher noi, “Noéi tiép di.”



The Zec chi nhin 6ng.
Reacher n6i, “Mot diéu mi con chira lai. Mi phai cho moi ngudi biét vé tay trong ctia mi. D6 1 diéu mi moi ngudi & ddy chd doi.”

The Zec chuyén anh mit di. Lo nhin vio Emerson. Rdi vao Donna Bianca. Rdi vio Alex Rodin. Tir phai qua tréi, doc theo héng ngudi. RSi o lai nhin
sang Reacher.

Reacher ndi, “Mi la ke sﬁng s0t. Nhung mi khong phai la mot thing ngu. S& khong ¢4 phién tda xtr sai. S& khong ¢ cude vurot nguc. Mi da tam muroi
tudi va s€ khong song ndi qua tién trinh khang an dai murdi naim Mi biet hét moi chuyén d6. Nhung mi van dong y khai ra. Visao?”

The Zec khong néi gi.

“Boi mi biét sém hay mudn thi mi ciing s& ndi chuyén voi mot tay ban canh hiu ctia minh. Mot ké mi nim dugc. Mot ké mi dd mua va tra tién. Ta n6i thé
¢6 dung khong?”

The Zec gt dAu, rAt cham

Reacher ndi, “D6 1a mot ké dang c6 mit ngay o day, ngay lic nay, that vay.”

The Zec lai git dau.

Reacher n6i, “C6 mot diéu ludn kim t6i ban khoan. Tir lic khoi dau. Ban dau t6i khong biét 1 minh diing hay 1a minh d& dé c4i toi chen vao cong viéce.
Toi ctr tran tr6 ve n6. Cubi cling, t6i cho rang minh ding. Chuyén do 1, khi con trong quén ngfi thi t6i ld mdt tay diéu tra vién rat chién. C6 I& 61 la ngudi
gi6i nhat ma ho tirng cd. Toi s€ dung Ién chong lai bat cir ai. Va cac ban biét sao khong?”’

Helen Rodin hoi, “Sao?”

“Toi s& khong bao gior nghif dén viée doc hét cai dong hd tinh tién d6 ra. Chiing doi ndo. Toi chiing doi ndo nghi phéi am chuyén do. Do d6 toi vap phai
mot thac méc. Co phai Emerson 13 mdt tay dicu tra vién gioi hon t6i khong? Hay la ong ta da biét dong hai nuroi im xu ay ¢6 & trong d6?”

Khong ai ndi gi.

Reacher n6i, “Emerson khong gioi hon toi i truée. Don gidn k khong thé nhur thé. DS | didu toi két luan.” Rdi ong quay sang The Zec, “Céi dong xu &
mot dau vet thira. Gio ddy mi thay dieu d6 chwa? N6 khong tu nhién. C6 phaind [a y ctia Chenko khong?”

The Zec gat dau.

Reacher ndi, “Lé ra mi phai gat hin di.”” Ong quay qua Emerson, “Hay I8 ra 6ng nén dé yén n6 ¢ d6. Xem ra ong khong can c6 né méi mnén vy 4n.”
Emerson n6i, “Chuyén ndy that ngu xuan.”

Reacher [ic dau, “Rét nhiéu chi tiét khdp vao ding chd sau chuyén do. Toi da xem ban chép tir bang ghi 4m 911 va ban ghi cc cudc goi giita cic xe
tudn tra. Ngay tir khoi déu 6ng da quyét dinh nhanh qua mirc. Ong c6 ca chuc cude goi kinh hoang rdi rac nhung chi trong hai muoi gidly thoi 1 ong lén
radio béo cho linh ctia ong ring day 1 mdt tén dién hanh dong mdt minh ¢6 khau stng trudng tir dong, Khong c6 co so ndo cho két luan d6. Sau phét
ban ra, nhip khong déu, n6 c6 thé 1a do sau thing nhoc mdi dira mdt khau sting luc, cing bian mot krot. Nhung 6ng biét khong phai thé.”

Emerson lai ndi, “Ngu xuin.”

Reacher lai lic dau. “Béng chimg cudi cting I khi t6i dang thirong hrong véi ong chii ciia 6ng & day. Toi bao 1o phéi ké syr that voi mot tay thanh tra tén
1a Emerson. L& ra t6i ¢6 thé n6i cémmdt céch chung chung, hay tén cong t6 vién Alex Rodin. Nhung t6i khong kim thé. Toi ndi cu thé tén ong ra, va
thiy mdt tia sang 16e 1én trong mit o, Lo ndi loanh quanh thém mdt phiit nira, cho ding thi tuc, nhung v& co ban thi lio ddng y kha nhanh boi o nghi
rang mién i 6ng lo vu ndy thi o s& dugc an toan.”

Im king, Rdi Cash n6i, “Nhung Oline Archer da dén tim Alex Rodin déy. Ong ta im chuyén d6 luén. D6 1 diéu ma anh phét hién duoc.”

Reacher lai lic dAu. “Chiing ta phat hién ring Oline dén vin phong ciia cong t6 vién. Chinh t6i ciing da dén do, ngay khi ti dén thi trin. Va cac ban biét
g khong? Ong Alex day c6 dén méy ba chén lira canh cira cho minh. Ho biét ring 6ng khong thich khach khong moi. Ca mdt tram &n mot ho da dudi
Oline xéo di. D6 la chuyén cua canh st, ho héin da ndi véi ba Ay nhur thé. . Nguoi ddng nghiép ctia ba Ay ndi ring ba Ay di gan hét budi chidu. Toi doan 1
cac ba chin da bét ba dy di subt qua thi trin dén sé canh sat, noi m ba Ay gip 5 v6i 6ng Emerson day.”

Can phong chim trong yén lang,

The Zec birc bdi cuc cua trén sofa. “Emerson, vi Chia, im mbt diéu gi dicha?”

Reacher ndi, “Ong ta chéing thé im dugc gi dAu. Toi khong ngu. Toi da dy liéu trude roi. Toi biét B ong ta ¢ deo mdt khiu Glock dudi néich, nhung toi
O ngay sau lung ong ta véi mot khau.38 va mdt con dao, va Cash ngbi doi dién dng ta vdi mot khau ban tia dugc cat phia sau sofa, va du sao thi 6ng ta

¢6 thé im duoc gi ndo? Toi doan Ong ta c6 thé thit hét ching ta va ndi ring & day da xay ra mdt vy thim sat dAm méau, nhung didu do s& gitp gi ong ta
v6i NBC chir?”



Emerson trirng trirmg nhin 6ng,

Cash Iap lai, “NBC?”

“Toi thiy Yanni loay hoay véi chiéc dién thoai di dong ctia ¢6 Ay tir lic ndy. Toi nghi réng c6 Ay dang truyén tét ca cau chuyén nay vé phong thu.”
Yanni iy chiéc Nokia ctia minh ra.

C0 noi, “Kénh mo. Ghi amky thuét s6 trén ba dia clmg khac nhau, cong thém hai cubn bang tir du phong Tat ca ching déu chay tir rat Au trude khi
chiing ta 1én chiéc Humvee.”

Cash nhin ¢ chiim chéim. “D6 I ly do c6 héi toi céu hoi ng ngan vé chiéc ong ngim ban dém. 6 1 1y do ¢6 im bam mot minh nhur | mdt binh lujn
vién thé thao.”

Reacher n6i, “C5 4y 1 nha béo. C6 dy s& gianh giai Emmy.”
Khong ai ndi gi. TAt ca moi ngudi chot canh gide timg 10i 18.
“Thanh tra Bianca, Reacher n6i Ion. “Ba vira duoc dé bat lam truong d6i Phong chdng ti pham nghiém trong, Ba thiy thé nao?”

Yanni nhan mt. Reacher budc t6i trudc va chom qua hrng ghé ciia Emerson rdi ludn tay vao dudi 4o choang ctia ong ta. LAy ra khiu Glock chin ly.
Giao no6 cho Bianca.

Ong néi, “Ba phéi bat gitr nguoi rdi day.”

R&i The Zec mim cudi, va Chenko bude vao phong,

Chenko JAm lem bin khéip ngudi va canh tay phai bi gy, hay vai, hay xwrong don, hay ¢6 I& ca ba thi. Cb tay ctia hén bi nhét chit vao trong 4o nhur mjt
cdi bang deo tay. Nhung canh tay trai thi khong hé hin gi. 'Khong sao ca. Reacher quay lai d6i mat véi hdn va thiy khiu cura nong cdm chéc trong tay
hén. Ong nghi, mdt cach khong hop lic: N6 By déu ra khiu sting vay? Trong xe u? May chiéc xe dau ¢ huéng Dong sao?

Chenko liéc nhin Bianca.

Hin n6i, “Thura quy ba, bo sing xubng.”

Bianca dit khdu Glock ctia Emerson xudng san nha. N cham xubng tham khong gy mot tiéng dong.

Chenko néi, “Camon.”

Khong ai Ién tiéng,

Chenko ndi, “Tao nghi i tao véing mt trong mot lic. Nhung tao phai cho bon may biét ring gio tao cam thy khoe nhidu roi.”

The Zec Ién tiéng tir bén kia can phong, “Chiing ta séng s6t. Chiing ta lun nhur vay.”

Reacher khong ngd lai lio ga. Ong chi nhin vao khéu stng ctia Chenko. N6 von 1 mot khéu Benelli Nova Pump. Bang bi cura mit ngay sat bang sting
ngin lp thém. Nong sting bi cura ngay trude b phén truot. Puodng kinh 12 gauge. O dan bon vién. Mot thit vii khi tuyét dep, da bi ting xéo.

The Zec goi, “Emerson, t6i day coi troi cho ta.”

Reacher nghe tiéng Emerson dg ddy. Ong khong ngo lai héin. Ma chi budc ngang 1én mdt bude nhd, gin bén Chenko. Ong cao hon hin mdt cai diu
va to gap hai

Emerson noi, “To6i can mdt con dao.”
Chenko ndi, “Théng linh ¢6 dao. Tao biét chiic nhur vay, nhin miy théing ban tao dudi kia 1 biét.”

Reacher nhich dén mdt chit gﬁn v6i hin hon. Mot ngubi to con va mdt ngudi nhd con dbi mit véi nhau, cach nhau khodng ba buéc, khu Benelli chiém
gan hét khoang cach d6. Hong cua Reacher ngang tam véi nguc cta Chenko.

Emerson ndi, “Pua dao day.”
Reacher noi, “Dén day ma ly.”
“Péy n6 ngang qua san nha cho tao.”

“Khﬁl’lg.”



Chenko noi, “Tao s& bén. 12 gauge, ngay bung.”
Reacher nghii: Sau d6 thi sao? Mot khiu sting sin kiéu bom khong hiru dung méy voi mot ké con mot tay.
Ong n6i, “Vay thi ban di.”

Ong camthaynlnrnganhnat chiéu vao minh. Ong biét moi ngudi dang nhin minh. Nhin chdm chim vio minh. Sy im ling ling bing trong tai ong. Dot
nhién 6ng nhén thiy moi thir mii trong cin phong. Bui bam tir tAm tham, mii d6 dac cti ky, mii so hdi, sw cang thang, khong khi ban dém dm w6t thbc
vao qua canh cira dé mo dudi Ju va cira s6 bi v trén iu, mang theo mixi d4t ngay ngdy, miii phan bén va su séng méi dang ra loc.

Ong néi, “Ctr viée. Ban tao di.”

Chenko khong nhiic nhich. Dimg im & d6. Reacher dimg ngay truéc mat hén. Ong biét chinh x4c cach b() tri ctia ciin phong. Chinh 6ng da sip xép no.
Ong hinh dung né trong dau. Chenko 6 ngudng ctra déi dién cira s6. Moi ngudi khac dang quay mit vé ph]a nguoc lai. Ban thin Reacher dimg ngay
trude mit Chenko, it d6i nt, gin dén do co the cham vao nhau. Cash thing phia sau lung 6 6ng, mii vé sau, sau chiéc sofa, trén bau cira s0, nhin vé
phia trude. Tiép do6 1 The Zec trén sofa, nhin vé cling mdt huéng. Con Emerson ¢ gilta phong, gan The Zec, dang dimg lén, ludng hy, nhin 6ng R&i
Yanni, Franklin, Helen, va Rosemary Barr ngi trén nhimg chiéc ghé banh dura vao céc birc tudng bén hong, quay dau lai. Con Donna Bianca va Alex
Rodin ngdi trén ghé tura, ngoi ca nira than trén lai, mét mo I6n.

Reacher biét mbi nguoi dang & dau, va 6ng biét ho dang nhin gi
Ong néi, “Ban di. Nhim vao thit lung clia tao. Nhu viy s& chic an. Choi di”

Chenko khong nhc nhich, chi nhin Ién ong cham chim Reacher & qua gan va qua to 1on, Chenko khong thé nhin théy gi khac. Chi c6 hai nguoi ho thoi,
nhur thé chi ¢é ho trong cén phong,

Reacher n6i, “Tao s& gifip may. Tao s& dém dén ba. RSi may siét co.”
Chenko chi dirng yén.

Reacher ndi, “May hiéu khong?”

Khong 1oi dap.

Reacher dém, “Mot.”

Khéng phan tng,

“Hai.”

R(‘A)‘i ong bude ra khoi 16i di. Ctr thé tranh mdt bude nhanh va dai qua bén phéi. Cash ban tir phia sau sofa vao vi tri vira | thit rng ctia Reacher mot
phan gidly trudc va ngue ciia Chenko bi pha toang,

R&i Cash dat khu sting xudng san nha ém ru ciing nhu khi ong lay n6 lén.

Hai chiéc xe tuan tra ca dém dén mang The Zec va Emerson di R&i bbn chiée xe ctru thuong dén cho nhimg ke thuwong vong. Bianca hoi Reacher that
sur thi diéu gi 44 xay ra v6i ba tén dau tién. Reacher tré 10i ba rang ong khong biét gi hét. Hoan toan khong, Ong phong doan rang c6 1§ c6 mit cude
tranh cai trong ndi bo gi d6. Mot vu phén thing giira dam giang hd véi nhau ching? Bianca khong hoi don nita. Rosemary Barr muon dién thoai di dong
ctaFranklin dé £oi cho nhing bénh vién dia phurong, tim mot giwong bénh an toan cho trai cua 6. Helen va Alex Rodin ngdi sat bén nhau trd chuyén.
Trung si Cash ng6i trén ghe ngu git. Mot thoi quen cua tay linh cti. Hay ngu khi c6 thé. Yanni budc Ién gan Reacher néi, “Nhitng tay dir ton luon tic truc
trong dém.”” Reacher thay minh rét y thirc vé& chiéc micro dang md. Ong chi mim cudi va n6i, “Toi thudng di ngi ding muroi hai gio.”

Yanni néi, “T61 ciing vy. Mot minh. Anh nh¢ dia chi cta 1 chir?”

Reacher lai mim cuoi, git dau. Roi 6 ong di xudng Au va bude ra khoang san trude, rdi di mot ic vé huéng Nam xuyén qua khoang dt cho t6i khi 6 ong
¢6 thé nhin ra sau toa nha lon aé thay bau troi phurong Dong. Binh minh dang dén. Mau den nhoa dan thanh mau tia & chan troi. Ong quay lai nhin chiéc
xe ciru thurong cudi clng dang chuyen nan nhan kn. Chuyen di sau cling cua Viadimir, c6 the biét vay qua kich ¢& cta hinh thtt nam dudi tAm ga trén
chiéc xe ddy. Reacher 16n nhing chibc ti ra va xép tAm danh thiép bi xé ctia Emerson, miéng khén gidy cua Helen Rodin, va chiéc chia khoa to bang
ddng thau ctia nha tro, va khu Smith 60, con dao ciru hd ddc nhiém hai quéan cua trung si Cash, tat ca thanh mot dong gon gang bén cira trude. Roi ong
héi cac nhan vién ctru thurong xin di nhd xuong phé. Ong nghi rang ong c6 thé di bd vé& huréng Pong tir bénh vién va dén tram xe bugt trudc khi it troi
moc. Ong c6 thé dén Indianapolis trrde budi trura. ROi 6ng 6 thé mua mot doi gidy va ¢ mit & mot noi bat ky ndo d6 trudc khi ngiy hét.

Thue hién boi
nhom Bién tdp vién Gac Sach:
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