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Ding bén tam dén nhitng ton thirong khong thé tranh khéi trong tinh yéu.

Mbi ngueoi la mot thé gici.

Nhieng ciia ban khong giong ciia t6i.

Pa timg rung dong may lan?

Sé nhdn ra tinh yéu chur?

«...Ban du, c6 nghii moi thir, déu da mit di

Sau ndy, ¢6 cho rang ngay ca qua khir, ciing khong kip.

Vivay, céqnc:) lre yéu mot cach khéo Iéo, 6 gia vo khong biét viéc c¢d chap hy sinh, quén mit chinh minh, quén mét tinh yéu, ¢6 cho ring ¢ thé ciru
van, cé thé cho moi ngudi di€u tot dep.

Cho dén khi c6 ngudi néi: em c6 thé kra duge moi nguod, chi ki em cé thé lira gat ban than khong?

Cho dén khi me noi: ngay tir dAume da biét, chi b me hy vong con co thé vui vé.

Cho dén khi ban bé ni: dung gia vo thém nita, trd thanh chinh cau di.

Cho dén khi c6 hiéu dugc, anh can ¢, khong phai ai khac; ngudi co can ciing 1 anh, khong phéi ai khéc.

Nguoi thé than cAn bo di mit na, 16 ra ban than von ruc 1& tt dep. B6 moi Ia tinh yéu that sy, yéu nguoi, yéu chinh minh.
Mac ké dang vé hon kém, mac ké nhiéu hay it ric réL nhiéu hay it hiéu Am, ban s¢& tim dugc tinh yéu phtt hop véi chinh minh.
Ban 13 mdt ban thé, khong thé thay thé, ban déng gia duoc yéu hon hét...”

DE cir ciia bién tap

“C6 mdt liic ndo d6, béi vi tinh yéu, dudng nhur ban cam thiy ban than minh khong ton tai?

Ban cam thiy mét, nhung van kién tri. Ban cam thiy dwoc nhitng tré gia déu dang gid, cho dii luon lubn thiy rdi rim

Tht ra, ban khong can phai tro thanh ‘mdt ai d6” hodc ‘mdt ngudi tdt ndo d6” mdi co thé ¢6 tinh yéu va hanh phic.

Ban chinh I ban. Ban khong phéi i thé than, ban I ban thé duy nhét...”

Ban dang doc truyén Thdng Tir Va Théing Néim (Thé Thén Ciia Tinh Yéu) dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 1: Thang sau


http://ebookfull.net

[ Vién Thé Van: So voi im mdt ngudi bi giri gim qué nhiéu hy vong, ¢6 tha ring minh B mdt nguoi khong ¢6 tiéng tam, nhur vy, cude sdng ctia ¢d ¢b
thé thoai mai hon khong?

Sau ndm trude ¢6 mudn dén mot noi 1o xa chd Am § ndy, nhung c6 khong hiéu, khoang cach khong phéi tir phia nay dén phia kia ctia trai dat.
Tudng Bach Ligt: “Thir 161 t6i ndi thing, ¢6 phai c6 c6 nguwdi thin hodc ban bé than thiét da ra di, ¥ t6i k. . .vinh vién...” ]
1.1

Vién Thé Van tir London tr6 lai Thurong Hai, trong vong ba tuAn ngin ngi co da tranh cai voi me hai Jan. Nguyén nhén 1, ¢6 muén chuyén ra ngoai séng
mdt minh, me ¢6 cue lye phén d6i. Nhung cudi ciing, ngudi me luén luén clmg rin ctia ¢6 van nhuong bo.

O Anh qu&; bay tamnam, di hoc cling dugc, lam viéc cling dugc, Thé Van da quen séng mot minh. Nay vé nha ¢6 da khong thé ndo chiu dung duoc
mdt cudc song bi ngudi khac quan thic.

Hbi tiéu hoc ba me Thé Van da ly hon, ba c6 1 mdt thirong nhan kha thanh cong, vi thé mic d thiéu tinh thiong ctia ba, nhung khong bao gior thiu tién.
Co tur cam théiy minh A mdt con ngudi mau thudn, mdt mit khat vong tu do, cam ghét ba minh ding tién dé bu dép tinh cam, mat khac ¢6 lai v6 cam
ding chinh khoan tién nay, nhung thinh thoang tai mdt khoanh khéc nio do, ¢6 ciing rét cam ghét ban than,

MOt tudn trude, ¢6 rdt cude don ra ngodi, 1 Tir Mic gitip ¢6 tim nha, ngay dudi lau can ho mi Tir Miic thué. Ca toa nha ¢6 tong cong 32 tang, mdi ting
chi ¢6 hai ciin ho, dién tich mbi can khong 16n, nhung khu vire cng cong lai rét réng rii. Chung quanh déu 1 khu dén cu, sinh hoat rét tién loi, nhung
nguyén nhan dau tién khién ¢ dé mit t6i chinh 14 rit yén finh.

Tai tang 31 cao cao, ngan cach véi nhitng tiéng dong am § ctia thanh phd, ¢d thich cai cam giac giong nhur dang song “trong méy”, giong nhur khong can
mién cudng t6n cong. Mién cudng gi chir? Con ngudi ndy, cude sdng ndy, van l...cia chinh c6?

Thé Van nhin quanh cin ho mot ngudi & ma minh moi thug, trong g phong Khéich va phong ngi chét dy thing gidy. C6 o di thu don, giéng nhu khi
6 London bay tam nam, ¢6 lai luwdi hoe giong London tram bong nhur nguwrdi dan Churong trinh tin e kia.

“Car nhur vay di...” Co ndm trén chiéc girdng don nho nho trude cua sb trong phong g, tAmném hoi cimg, bo lung truyen dén cam giac kho chiu,
nhung ¢6 khong muén dong day, chi Bing Eing ndim d6, nhin trdn nha mau tréing i rd rang bién thanh mo hd, sau d6 nhém it lai.

C6 mo mot gidc mong, trong 6 ¢6 1 mot bé géi hon mudi tudi, c6 mdt ngwdi ban than nhét tén k “Hoa Tir”. Mbi nghy hai ngudi déu tay niim tay clng
nhau di hoc, cung nhau tan hoc, cing nhau choi dua, nhung c6 mot ngay, Hoa Tir néi minh sap chuyén truong, vi thé dén gap ¢ chao tambiét. Lic chia
tay hai nguoi déu bat khoc, Thé Van thay minh wira vay tay, vira chdy nudc mat khong danh: “Tam biét, Hoa Tir! Tam biét...”

Ct nhur vay, c6 & trong gidc mdng hd goi cho dén khi tinh lai.

Pong ho trén tudng chi mudi gidr nim phut. La sang som hay 1 ban dém?

Thé Van dtng ddy kéo rém cira s0, tir trén ting 31 nhin xubng, dén dudng & hai bén ngd tw dudng nhur nhitng déi lua mau vang sang Ap lnh, xa xa
nhirng ngon dén né 6ng ctia tda cao oc khong ngirng phat sang, Thi ra da toi roi.

C6 cam thiy khét, thé 1 theo trye gidc dimo ctra ti lanh, vira mo ra, nhin thiy bén trong trong rng, ¢6 moi nhé t6i chai nurde khoang cudi cling dém
qua da bi minh uong hét roi.

Thé Van nudt nudt nude miéng, cam thiy miéng hudi kho khan, ¢6 nging du nhin tran nha, cim Ky chia khoa khoa cira, quyét dinh Ién tang cao nhat tim
T Mac.

Thé Van va Tir Mic la ban cung ban hdi trung hoc, méic dii da nhiéu nidm khong gip nhau, nhung khi &ip lai hai ngudi déu cam thiy gibng nhur m6i chia
tay ngay hom qua. Nhung Thé Vén khong khoi suy nghi, xa cach bay tdm ndm, bé ngoai ctia ca hai déu chin chéin, nhung con ndi tam thi sao? Cling
giong nhur bé ngoai da thay dbi rdi sao, hay 1 cac ¢6 chira timg trrdng thanh...

“O...” Thi Tir Miic ms cira, trong thiy & Thé Van, biéu tinh trén méit khong biét | vui mimg hay thit vong, hoic 1 ca hai. Nhung tom lai, nhin théy bicu
tinh 10 rang nhur vay trén khudn mét Tir Méac udn cing nhac, rat it khi thay dwoc.

“C6 nurde khong, t& chét khét réi” Thé Van ty dong thay dép 18, di vé phia phong bép.

M ti1 lanh ra, c6 nhut chi phét hién, ngoai trir hai bao dura chua khong biét diit day bao Iau thi ching c6 gi hét.

“T6 ¢6... rugu vang do.”

Am thanh ctia Tir Méc noi thé nao nhi....rit doc ddo. N6 niing ludn cimg rin, so voi nhirng ¢6 gdi khéc thi Tir Mac c6 thé ndi B hoan toan khong nim
trong pham vi diu dang. Con nhé hoi trude di hoc, Tar Mic lic ndo ciing trdm king, khong chi dong n6i chuyén voi nguoi khac, cho du 1 nguoi khac hoi
¢0, c0 ciing chi tra 101 qua loa vai cau cho xong, giong ndi cirng ngac trudc sau nhu mdt, giong nhur chang bao gid budn buc.

Nhung Thé Van biét, Tir Miic khong phai, ¢6 chi ...co diém doc dao ma thoi.



“Vay duoc roi...” Thé Véan ngi vio sofa trong phong khach, cho Tir Mic Ky ruou va ly qua.
“Hom qua va hdm kia, 16 di O Tran* chup hinh hai ngy, vira mdi tré v&. Cho nén....quén mua mrée.”

(*) O Trén ném & phia bic tinh Triét Giang, gitra “tam giéc du lich” Hang Chau, T6 Chau va Thuong Hai. Nhitng birc tudng réu phong c6 kinh va h¢
thong kénh rach ching chit da bién noi day trd thanh “Venice cuia phuong Bong’”.

Tir Mac khong gioi an n6i da ding ongkmhrmyanhglnlamhtmggmn 6 mudn ndi, nghe dau hién tai ¢6 i mot nhiép anh gia c6 tiéng, Thé Vén gio cai
ly Ién nhin, bén trong chira chat 1ong mau do, c6 phai mdi nguoi déu c6 thé tim duge mdt loai phirong thirc dé biéu dat ban than hay khong? That ra co
rAt hAm md T& Mic, 13 sy hAmmd tir trong day long,

Thé Van Ic ic ly ruou, sau do uéng mdt hoi can sach.

“Nay...” Ti Mac kinh ngac nhin co.

“Khong c6 gi.”’ co Tc dAu, Tai ot mdt ly nira, “Ban ndly t& lai mmmo.”

“La mo thé ny, mo thiy mdt ngudi xa la...” C6 Jai udng mdt ngum, ¢b bé trong gidc mong vira rdi goi i gi nhi, Hoa Tir?

“A...” Tir Miic ngdi trén thanh ghé sofa, co dui la, day 1 hanh dong theo théi quen ctia co.

“Chang &...t6 bi ma amsao...” Thé Van ngdy ngdc nhin ly ruou.

“Khong, khong thé no...” Tir Mic trimg to mt.

Nhin thiy khuén mét Tt Mic bién thanh dang nay, Thé Van khong khoi cuoi ha ha.

Néu trén thé giéi ndy thit sy 6 ma amy, thé thi “ngurdi ndo d6”, c6 thé bam trén ngudi ¢ khong?

Trd Jai can ho ctia minh thi da B 11 gior rudsi, Thé Van ngdi trén girdng ngo' ngén trong chdc I, bdng nhién hinh nhur nhé dén cai gi ma bit du lyc loi.
May thing gidy xép chong Ién nhau bi md ra mdt cach thd bao, cudi cing lai bi vo tinh ném vao trong goc.

“O dau day...” C thi thao tur n6i, 16 rang khong tim duoc thir mudn tim

Thé Van quyét dinh di dén cira hang tién loi 24/7 & phd d6i dién, néu vat d6 da khong con, thé thi trén thé gioi nay nhét dinh c6 thé dimg vét khéc thay
thé.

O trude cira ca cira hang tién loi 24/7 dung mot cai bang hiéu tht to “Ca nam khong nght”, Thé Vandi vao, nlnn vién thu ngan dang ngl ga ngu gat,
ngay ca mi mit ciing khong néng lén duoc. Thé Van tim trén ké dung d mot lat, ién tim dwoc vat mi c6 mubn, cAmno trong tay, dudng nhur trong nhay

it long cd trd nén yén On.

Ngay sau d6 c6 quyét dinh mua miy chai nurde cling mot it thire an, bdng nhién thiy trén ké c6 ban loai rugu hoa qua ma cd thich, theo ban ning chia
tay ra lay, nhung khi ngén tay tiép xuc voi cam giac lanh 8o ctia than chai c6 lai bat dau do du.

“Mudn udng ruou u, t6 moi cau.” Bong nhién phia sau ¢b vang Ién mdt giong n6i ém tai quen thudc.

Thé Van nhéch khoe miéng cudi khd, ndi: “Khong can, phu nit budi t6i t6t nhat khong nén ubng ruou mot minh.”

C6 xoay ngui, trong thy Hang Tu mdt tay dut trong tiii quan, tay kia thi hrét qua cc chai nrou diit ngay ngin trén ké, gidng nhur dang tim loai ndo do.
“Thé thi t& uéng voi cau 1a duoc rdi” Hang Ty khong nhin c6, 4nh mit con dang tim toi trén cai k¢ trong tu lanh.

“Khong can, so véi ubng rirou mot minh thi ubng nrou cling mdt ngwdi dan ong cang nguy hiém hon.”

Hang Ty quay dau nhin c6, sau d6, hai ngurdi khong hen ma cing né nu cudi.

“T¢ nghe “Su tir” n6i, ciu da don dén dudi k. Trén duong trd vé, Hang Tur mdt tay diit vao tii, tay kia thi xéch theo hai i to, bén trong dung day
nude khoang, “Su ti” 1a “biét danh” ctia Hang Ty danh cho Thi Tir Méc, cho du Tir Méc hinh nhur rat ghét bi Hang Tu goi nhu vay.

“U, may ma ¢6 Tt Mic tim gitp t6.”
Hang Tur ¢6 ¥ ho hai tiéng: “Trén thuc t&, i cong lao cta t6 ddy.”

[T38E 2]

“Té nghe “Su 1 ndi cdu mudn tim nha, t& ién hoi chi nha ctia bon t6, tir téng 28 tr& 1én déu 1 can hd cia ong ta, 6ng ta ndi vira lic cé6 mdt phong



trong” Hang Ty & sét vach can ho ctia Ttr Mic, tir bé bon ho da i hang xom, sau khi trurdng thanh dén lic quyét dinh ra & riéng lai ra chon & sat vach.
C6 I& ndo, duyén phén gitta nguoi voi ngudi déu da an bai.
“Camon,” Thé Van noi, “Cho td tim duoc viéc Jam rdi thi s& moi hai cau an com.”

“Bugc ddy, nhung dén ltc d6 chua chéfc t6 rénh, cau cling biét, ngwdi ndi tiéng nhur 6 ban ron nhiéu viée.” Anh ta nghiéng mit, tao hinh gidng nhu dang
dung trude may anh hay dudi dén pha, nhin qua rat ngau.

Thé Van bét cudi, day 1 ngudi timg duoc xung B “Tuyén thi cd vy tai néing xuat ching”” sao?

So voi Thi Tir Mic 13 ngurdi hudng ndi trdm king thi Hang Tur lu6n ludn la ngudi day anh hao quang, nhung hao quang ctia anh ta chén that nhur vay, c6
khi Thé Van khong khoi suy nghi, Tir Mac ludn ngang dau nhin Ién chang 1€ khong cam thay moi mét sao?

Nhung Thé Van ic dau, mudn xua dudi § nghi ndy di, khong ai s& chn chinh hiéu dwoc mdt nguoi khéc, ¢6 1§ Tir Mac som da hinh thénh théi quen nhin
Ién, that giong nhu ¢d cling mot nure yén king nhin 1én “ngurdi nao do”.

“C6 can gitp do gi thi n6i mot tiéng 1 durge.” Hang Ty viron tay dt trong i quén ra nhan niit thang may, cira “Dinh’” mdt tiéng mo ra.
Thé Van mim cuoi di vao, bong nhién n6i: “Hinh nhur ngoai trir Tar Mic, cau di voi timg ngudi phu nir déu rét diu dang.”

Hang Ty tuoi cudi kha 4i, trong nit hién Ién mot tia kinh ngac 6t qua tirc khéc: “Bi vi... cau dy rat ky la, cau khong cam thiy thé sao?”
“Ky la?... Khong cam thiy.” Thé Van thanh that n6i.

C6 con nhd ¢6 mot t6i ciing udng rurgu ¢ nha Tir Mic, hai ngudi ¢6 18 say 10i, ciing ¢ & 1 khong say, nhung khi Tt Mic n6i “Phu nit hai muroi chin
tuoi con chura ¢d ban trai, chura két hon thi 1a quai vat sao?”” Vé mat ¢d mii mo, hy vong chinh minh da say, nhur vay khoi can tra 101 van dé nay.

Nhung diém that su ky la 13, nhitng nguroi d6 chi can ngudi khac khong gidng minh thi déu n6i ngudi ta 1 ky la.

“Theo y t6 thi rit ky la,” Hang Tur kh& cudi, “Lan du tién khi t6 nhin thiy cau dy, con tudng ring minh gip quy rdi.”

“Vi sao, hai ngudi khong phai 1a hang xém sao?”

“Diing vdy, chinh i ky la ¢ diém 4y, nha Tir Miic & sat vach nha t6 muroi ndm té ciing khong biét, chua bao gior gip cau dy.”
“La vi cau chura bao gioy chi y dén Tir Miic thoi...” Thé Vén cudi noi.

“Khong biét nita, nhung cdu c6 thé tuong twong khi mdt minh dang di trong ngd t6i, bdng nhién sau ung xuAt hién mot ¢6 i toc dai che khuat grong
mit dang di theo minh, céi canh turgng khing bo nay...” Néi xong, anh ta khong khéi ring minh mdt cai.

Thang méy bat dau di lén, Thé Van nhé t6i b dang Tir Mic hoi di hoc, ¢6 budn cudi gt dau: “Hoi trude Tir Mic ¢6 chit...”

“Sau khi trurong thanh...cang ky la hon...” Hang Ty kh& nhiu may, miéng lim ba Am bam

“Nhung ky that Tir Mic rét tot bung.”

“Con nhd hdi trude trong tiét thé duc, bon t& ngdi bén & san thé duc nghi ngoi, Tir Mic bdng nhién 161 Vi t0: “T6i hom nay...ching nd lai co thé...an no

n&’,” Thé Vén nhai lai giong noi cimg ngac cta Tir Mic choc cuoi Hang T, “Diéu thi vi i, khi cau ay ding giong diéu dac biét cimg ngic do, con
rmng theo mot chit hung phén, vi thé t& rt chan cho “A” mot tiéng, cau 4y con ndi: ‘cu xem, vira rdi ching né... mang mot vién dudng vao t6 roi...

s

“T6 nhin qua, thi ra trén mit d4t ¢6 rat nhiéu con kién, sau d6 Tir Miic ngéng dAu, vé it phan chin néi: ‘D6 i vi ngay hom qua t6 dic biét dén day rai
duodng do...”

Noi xong, hai ngudi cudi ha ha, Thi Tir Mac thét 1a mt nguoi dac bigt, b 1€ ¢d khong duoc nguoi ta thong hiéu, nhung Thé Van lai hAmmd su tu do
tur tai cta cO.

“T& ¢6 thé tp:c"mg tuong dugce khuén mit 9ﬁa cau éy ngay liac d6,” Hang Ty cuoi rd lén rat co gbc canh, dudng cong noi khoe mi¢ng rat sdc nét, “Ro
rang cam thay rat vui vé lai khong dam thé hién 1a minh dang vui vé.”

Thé Van thu hdi nu cuoi, ding mdt loai giong diéu diu dang ma chinh ¢ ciing khong phét hién ra mé néi: “Cho nén, Tir Miic khong phai ky la, cau Ay chi
1a...rat c6 don.”

Bon ho déu khong ndi nita, giong nhu déu c6 tAm sy ctia riéng minh, cho dén khi thang may phét ra mdt tiéng “Pinh”, dimg tai ting 31.



“Tambit, chiic ngi ngon.” Thé Van ra khoi thang my, xoay ngudi vay tay.
“Tambiét.”

Cira thang méy chém réi khép lai, khudn mit anh tuéin mang theo nu cuoi ctia Hang T cling bién mét, Thé Vén ly ra chia khoa md cira vao nha, hai
chai nude khodng cam trong tay nhét vao ti1 lanh, ¢6 chot nghi dén, dau chi ¢ mdt minh Tir Miéc c6 don?

C6 cAm vat vira rdi mua & cira hang tién loi, ttr trong ti xach léy ra mit cay b, i ngéi trude ban hoc.

Do la mbt quyén sd bia miu vang, quyén sd ban dau trong qué trinh chuyén nha khong biét dit & dau, c6 md quyén so ra, it mdt td, & trang thir hai viét
xuong hai chit: Hoa Tir.

Visao la Hoa Tir? Hoa Tir 1a ai?

C6 khong biét, that sy khong biét. C6 khong ngirmg mo thiy ngudi xa la kia, co d loai gurong niit ctng 1 nhiéu cai tén khac nhau, phan 16n c6 da khong
con nhé, nhung cd van nhé trong gidc mo' ctia minh, ¢6 ludn khong ngimg goi tén déi phirong, ching mudn xa roi.

Nhung ma, d6 that a Vién Thé Vén sao. ..
1.2

Tir nh6 Vién Thé Vén Ja mdt dira tré ngoan ngoan hoc hanh gioi giang & trong mét ba me, ngudi Ion va thiy co, hoc ba namdai hoc trong nuéc, sau do

di London du hoc, 6t nghiép xong & lai d6 lam viéc ba nam, moi nguoi cho rang ¢6 ka dién hinh ctia “phuy nit tan tién”, nhung chi nguyén Ion nhat ctia co
lai giong nhu “Tra stta*” ndj, 14 lam mot nguodi vo tot.

(*) tir nay theo tiéng long Pai Loan goi 1 ngudi phu nit ngyre to, minh nghi tir ndy trong cau nay dai loai 1 chi ngudi im me.

C6 thudng suy nght: so voi lam mot nguoi bi guri gim qua nhiéu hy vong, ¢6 tha ring minh 13 mdt ngudi khong c6 tiéng tim, nhur vy, cude sdng ctia cd
¢6 thé thoai mai hon khong?

Nhung hién tai, Thé Van ngdi tai vi trf xudi theo duodng phd ctia ti¢gm thirc an nhanh néim trong cira hing bach hda, ¢6 ngo ngn hit e coca lanh trong
ly gidy sap hoa tan. Cudc sdng ctia ¢6 co 1€ da dinh 14 s€ bi giri gam nhiu ky vong, bdi vi c6 mdt s6 ngurdi nhat dinh s€ khong thoat khdi van ménh.

Pay Ia budi chidu thir sau cta tuan thir hai trong Thang sau, 4nh mit troi xuyén thiu qua ctra kinh roi vao ngudi, cd mot loai 4m ap dbt chay.

C6 nhin ngudi di dudng qua lai trén con duong Hoai Hai dén dau vang mit hoa. Phan 16n khdi phd tai London deu ving vé hiu quanh, chi c6 & nha ga va
tram xe dién ngim moéi c6 thé duge xem 1 ron rang nhdn nhao. Nhung ¢6 khong mudn di, ¢6 mdt dao ¢6 ngd ring minh so hdi dam dong, nhung co
thich sy chen chiic trong quén bar, dwong nhur chi khi duoc chim ngfip trong dam nguoi thi ¢d mdi ¢ thé tim duoe mdt loai cam giéc an toan.

Con nguoi, dugce sinh ra voi sy miu thudn ching,

N6i dén cting, Thé Vén c6 chiit hdi han. Sau nam trude ¢d mudn dén mdt noi rdi xa chd am § ndy, nhung ¢ khong hiéu, khoang cach khong phai tir
phia ndy dén phia kia ctia trai dat.

Dém cudi cling tai London, nhin ra ngi tur dwong ngoai cira s6, lin dau tién Thé Van cam thy minh d4 trudng thanh. C6 chit vui sudng, co chit x6t xa,
bdi vi trrong thanh can phai tra gia 1on.

Thé Vén xem ddng hd deo tay, da hen véi Thach Thy Than vao lic nam gio, cd t6i ddy trude nira tiéng, boi vi ¢ nha mdt minh ciing ching lm dugc viée
gl So voi Tir Mac, c6 va Thach Thy Than 1a ban than tir hoi ti€u hoc, chinh 1a loai ban than da tirng chitng kién bo dang kho dai nhat cuia nhau trong
nhiing ndm Thang thanh xuan.

Thé Vén nh¢ lai Thach Thy Thin qua tAm anh da duoc chyp tir cach day rét nhidu nim, trong tAm anh anh ta van c6 khudn mit tré con nhu hdi xua, néu
khong mac au phuyc thi udn cam thay anh ta van 1a mot sinh vién. So voi Thach Thy Than, Thé Véan cam thay minh ¢6 vé gia dan, phai ching phu nit luon
gia nhanh hon dan 6ng u?

C6 18 vy, thé nén mbi lin me va ba ngoai nhin ¢6, bon ho déu c6 séc it lo 4u. Vién Thé Van da hai muroi chin tudi rdi, khong con 1 ¢b gai lam niing
voi ba me, ma 13 mdt ngudi phu nit, ngodi tam bang trong ¢d vé cao cap kia thi van 1a hai ban tay trang.

Ti nay bon ho ¢6 budi hop 16p thoi trung hoc, ¢6 mo hd cho mong, C6 cam thdy minh khat vong dugc nhén bié; mot lan nira, nguoi khac cting dugc,
chinh minh ciing dugc, déu can dugc nhan biét mt lan nita sau khoang thoi gian dai bat vo am tin. Me ndi, ¢6 bat dau cd diem giong...

Thé Van khong nghi nita, boi vi Thach Thy Than dén rdi, cu ndi dau tién ctia ¢6 1: “Cau dén nudn.”
“Sorry.” Anh ta khong giai thich nhiéu, thanh khin ndi xin 1.

Thé VAn ndé nu cudi, xemra, Thach Thu Thin that su khong thay dbi.



Budi hop lop ducc té chuc tai nhd hing ndm trén tAng cao nhét trong ctra hing bach ha, ban an hinh chu nhét con rat nhiéu chd trong, Thé Van ty tién
chon mit chd rdi ngdi xuong, lang king nhin ban hoc dang lan lrot t6i noi. Loai thoi diémnay, c6 s& c6 ndi xung dong mudn kim “nguoi dién thuyét”,

nhung thudng thdng cudi ciing ¢6 lai 1 “thinh gid” mim cuoi trdm king,

C6 mot ngurdi dan 6ng ngdi bén canh ¢d, vira chio hoi nhimg ngudi khéc, vira bit dau chdm diéu thube.

Bita t0i nhanh chong bét dau, Thé Van khong ngimg tra i céc cAu héi vé London. Nhung ky thét sau khi trd v, ¢6 cam thiy minh hoan toan khong biét
I_ondon,~ lai cang kllQng biét mr(’g’c Anh. Bén khi ¢é nguoi chuyén sang dé tai cong viéc mdi ciia Thach Thy Than, c6 mm thd dai nhe nhdm mdt hoi. An
xong cho thirc &n cudi cuing, Thé Vén phat hién ngudi dan 6ng bén canh minh mdi 1a “thinh gia™ chén chinh. C6 quay dau ling I danh gia anh ta, khudn
nit nhin nghiéng trong rat dep trai.

Lic ndy, nguoi phuc vu bung Ién mt chiéc banh ngot, co ngudi ndi: “Vién T6 Van, ¢t banh di.”

Thira anh ta tén | Vién T6 Van, i “Ac ma” Vién T6 Van.

C6 mot ngudi ban hoc tén gan gidng minh nhur vAy s& mang dén rat nhidu thén toai. Con nhd ngiy dau tién di hoc, chi nhiém I6p mim cudi hoi ¢o:
“Nghe n6i truong chiing ta ndm nay cé6 mdt doi song sinh, Ia emva Vién To Van sao?”

Thé Van ngd nging ic dau, 1in dau tién nhé k¥ tén anh.
Hom nay [ sinh nhat anh ta sao?

C6 khong biét. Hoa ra 4c ma ciing ¢6 sinh nhat. That giéng nhu Lé Minh da néi trong “Poa lac thién st cho dit 1a sat thii thi cling ¢ ban hoc tiéu
hoc...

(*) DAy l mdt by phim ctia dao di€n Virong Gia V¢ cong chidu lin dau tai Hong Kong néim 1995. V6i dan dién vién chinh gdm L& Minh, Kaneshiro
Takeshi, Ly Gia Han, Duong Thai Ni va Mac Van Uy.

Vién T6 Van tuoi cudi cit banh xong, tiép tuc king 18 Ay diéu thudc ra hit.

Thé Van chi n turong trumg mdt miéng banh ngot rdi diit nia xudng,

Lic ngudi phuc vu di Ién d6i dia, c6 liéc mit mot cai, thiy miéng banh trude mét nguoi kia van con nguyén xi chura dn miéng ndo.

Budi hop 16p sép két thic, Thi Tir Mic va Hang Ty m6i xuat hién.

“Péu tai cAu éy...” Thi Tir Méc khong vui chi vao Hang Ty & bén canh.

“Xin 181, trurde d6 t6i dua mot nguoi ban vé nha.” Hang Ty cudird En, 10 ra vé ngdy tho nhu dura nho.

Vi thé miic ké 13 ai, chi cn nhin thfiy ny cudi ndy cling déu tha thir cho Hang Ty, nhu 1a chi cAn anh ta dén day thi 1 mdt chuyén Kkhién ngurdi ta vui vé.
Thé Van nhin thay Tir Miic ciing giéng nhur minh, ¢6 am thdm thd dai. C6 mot s ngudi cho dil lam gi cling 14 vi ky vong cta ngudi khac, ma mot sb
khéc cho du lam g thi cting duoc ngudi khéc ky vong. C6 timg thdy mot cau thé ndy trong sach: mdi ngudi déu cé con dudng phai di ciia riéng minh,
ngudi khac vinh vién khong thé hiéu hoac ¢6 trai nghiém.

Co E, that su khong phai khong c6 ly.

Khi budi hop 16p két thic, Thé Vén vi phai qua nha me cho nén khong ngdi xe ctia Ttr Mic. Thach Thy Than n6i mudn dua c6 di, ¢6 vui vé gat dau.
Xe dimg lai & dudi Jau nha Thé Van, ¢d cdibod day an toan, cémthéy 1ot cuc ciing duoc thd phao nhe nhom

“Mudn t6 dua cau di Ién khong?”

C6 Fic dau: “Khong can, t6 t 1én duoc.”

N6i xong cb déy cira xudng xe, Thach Thy Thén vAy tay néi tam biét, réi nhanh nhur chop 10i di.

V& dén nha, me da sémmang db dac con sét lai ctia cd xép vao mdt cai thing gidy, tuy khong nang nhung do 16n trong ¢6 vé dang kinh ngac.

“Ba con n6i co mot cong ty thong bao con di phong van.”” Me ngdi trén giudng bt dau ding tay boi kem dudng da, binh thuong nhur thé nay cho thdy
ba sap chuan bi ngh.

Thé Van cudi hdm huc, dug VAo jbén than c6 co I& that sur chfmg lam nén chuyén. Con nhé hdi dai hoc, u:rng ¢d mot c6 ban hoc chanh chua néi: ngoai
dua vao ba me ra thi c6 chang bi€t gi. C6 khong tirc gian, chi nhe nhang bang quo cudi cuoi: “Vay thi theé nao?”

Bude vao tudi 29, ¢b khong co tinh yéu, khong c6 cong viée, khong thiy duogc trong lai, nhung thé thi sao, c6 1 chinh co.



Tir trwée dén nay 6 chi can 1a chinh minh,
Thé nhung, con ngudi ¢ tity himg bao nhiéu thi ciing s& c6 diém cubi, hudng chi, c6 khong thich hop m mbt ¢d gai boe ddng...

Tir trong nha di ra Thé Vén Ién xe taxi, md thiing gidy ra, bén trong 6 rét nhiéu thir finh tinh. Quan trong nhét A mdt quyén s6 mong mau xanh. C6 cim
lay quyén s6 1at xem, trén d6 ghi lai nhiing céi t€n hoan toan xa la doi véi c¢d, do déu Ia nhitng cai tén da xuat hién trong gidc mo cua co.

Ngoai Tir Miic ra, Thé Van khong ké lai gide mo ndy cho bt cir ngudi ndo, nhat 12 ba me. Bi vi tir sau khi xay ra “sur kién kia”, khong khi trong gia
dinh da thay d6i. C6 bat dau so hai sy yén tinh, boi vi moi khi yén tinh, ic khong nghe gi dugc, ¢6 cam thay c6 minh nhur bi mbt doi tay vo hinh bop
chét, mudn kéu to nhung ic nao cling khong kéu ra tiéng dugc.

Vi thé ¢6 mudn roi khoi, di cang xa cang t6t, t6t nhét 1 khong ai quen biét ¢o, ndi vy, ciing s& khong ¢ ngudi quen biét . .. “ngudi ndo do”.

Khi v& t¢i nha, dong ho trén turdng phong khach chi muroi hai gio dém, Thé Vén ning né nim trén gluong, bong nhién nghi t6i gi do lai dimg ddy mo
laptop, déng nhp vao mit trang web du hoc sinh ma ¢6 thuong ti. C6 theo ban ning gio tay xem ddng hd, Iic nay chic i da co ban ghi am dé nghe

1O1?

M dién dan ra, qua nhién ¢ mdt bai viét, tén 1a: Tao Thu Lo @ dai phat thanh tiéng Trung tai New York 0613.

0613 13 ngiy hom qua, ma Tao Thu d6 13, nguoi dan Chuong

trinh radio trrdc kia ma “ngurdi ndo d6” hoi trude thich nhét.

“Xin chio moi nguoi, day 1 Thu Lo tai New York mang dén tiét muc cho cc vi, tudn ndy da xay ra nhimg chuyén thi vi ndo nhi? Chiing ta hiy cling
nhau fing nghe...”

Sang sém thir hai, Thé Van an mic chinh t&, rdi di dén toa nha cao cip & trung tim thanh phd.
Phongvénco la mjt ngudi dan 6ng ngudi Anh 6 khudn nit tré trung, toc gan nhu da khong con, nhung ca nguoi nhin rét ¢6 tinh than, ong ta lich sy

dua danh thiép cho co, trén do gidy tréng chir den in dong chir “Giam déc khu vire Chau A Thai Binh Duong”. Bon ho ndi chuyén véi nhau mit lic,
rét vui vé hoa hop, nhung cudi ciing trong e vo tinh 6ng ta nhin thiy trén Iy lich ¢6 viét 1a tt nghiép dai hoc XX tai London, vé miit dng ta ¢ chit bat

ngo.

Nhung miic ké néi thé ndo, cudi cing, ¢6 da c6 mot cong viéc.

Budi t6i, Thé Van hen Thach Thu Thén di an chtic mirng tim dugc cong viéc moi.

Anh ta dan theo mdt ¢ gai dén, 1 ban hoc thoi trung hoc ctia bon ho, Thé Van suy nghi hoi liu méi chan chd ndi: “Ly Nhuoc Ngu?”

Ly Nhuoc Ngu cudi hi hi ngdi xudng, giai thich: “Toi va Thach Thy Than Am ctng mdt cong ty, nghe ciu Ay néi ciu vira tir Anh trd vé, nén t6i mudn gip
Cau'”

Thé Vén mic d hoi bat ngo, nhung c6 nhanh chong than thién tro chuyén voi Ly Nhurge Ngu, nguoc lai Thach Thu Thin ca t8i déu trAm mic.

Khi tré vé, Thach Thy Thin budc nhanh dén cira nha hang dén mot chiéc taxi, Thé VAn vira n6i 1oi tam biét véi Ly Nhurge Ngu wira di qua, lai bi Thach
Thy Than giit chat: “Té dua cau ve.”

“_.” Thé Vén chop miit ngac nhién.

Nhur vy, xe taxi nay a?

Ly Nhuge Ngu t nhién lén xe, vay tay tam biét bon ho, nhurng nu cudi trén mét mang theo mdt chut chua xot.

Xe taxi nhanh chong chay di, hai nguoi dimg & ctra nha hang déu khong n6i gi.

Thach Thu Théan Iy ra chia khéa xe n6i: “Bi thoi, qua Ky xe.”

Thé Van di theo sau Thach Thu Thén, ¢ chit ngd nging, hinh nhur ngudi trude mét khong phéi i Thach Thu Than ma ¢b quen biét.
Hoa ra, khong biét bt dau tir khi ndo, nhimng thir ¢6 cho rang khong thay doi, tht ra da king I& thay doi tir lAu...

Tdi nay, Thé Van dén can ho trén JAu tim Thi Tt Mic, nhdn chudng that 1au, ic ¢ tuong réng Thi Tir Méc khong ¢ nha thi ctra lai md.
“Thé Van...” Tir Mic tir khe ctra 16 dau ra, hai ma hoi d6, khong biét c6 phai 1 vi thoi tiét qua nong khong,

“C6 rugu khong,” Thé Van dua vao cira, “Té mudn uéng chit ruou.”

“C6...c6.” Ngit khi ctia Tir Mic van cimg ngic trude sau nhu mbt, “Nhung m. . khong tién cho Bm...”



Thé Van ciii dau, nhin & clra c6 mot doi gidy vai cii k¥ kiéu nam, hinh nhur... khong phai phong cach ctia Hang Ty.

“Cau... chd mdt chitt...” Tir Mic xoay ngudi vao phong bép, Iic dira ¢ cdm trong tay mot chai rugu vang do con thira mot nira, nhan trén thin chai da
bi xé mdt mang, “Chi con nhiéu day.”

“Camon,” Thé Van nhin céi chai rdi nhdy mét v6i Tir Mic, “T6 xudng ddy.”

Khi cira thang miy mo ra luén phat ra am thanh “Dinh” trong tréo, Thé Vén di vao, xoay ngudi vay tay, Tir Mic cudi cimg ngic, roi dong cira lai.
R&t cude, ngudi nhur thé ndo s& yéu mdt ¢ gai ky la lai dang yéu nhu Tir Mic chir?

C5 nhin chai rrou trong tay, cho dit i ngudi thé ndo, chi can thét tinh yéu nhau, nhu vy du roi.

Sang hom sau, Thé Van di diing ky hoc 14i xe. O London c6 d4 quen di bén trai, bay gio phai thich tmg lai tir dau.

C6t chic day an toan, tay phai cam chéc tay li, ngay sau d6 nghe duoc am thanh nghiém tiic ctia thay day li: “Cé dinh ding tay phai dé ddi can sb
sao?”

“0.” C6 bdi r6i ddi tay.

Cude sdng 1 nhur thé, e trrde 6 mudn roi khoi, hién tai mudn quay vé diém ban dau ciing 1a ¢, con nguoi thurong s& kinh ngac véi sy thay ddi ciia
chinh minh.

Ling ta ling ting chay mot tiéng, mic dii trong xe md dicu hoa, nhung Thé Vén lai cam théy md hoi w6t dim ca ngudi. Theo gido vién tir trén xe bude
xudng, ¢6 chi mudn lim mot chuyén, chinh 13 di mua mdt chai bia udp lanh, udng hét khong con mot giot.

“Toi thuong ndi véi hoc vién, 1i khong 6t khong sao, nhung qhét }:hiét khong dugc trai ludt giao thong, hon nira khong thé ubng ruou, ¢6 phai nhd ky.”
Thay gido ngdi & ghé phd lai ghi vao so luyén tap cua cd, “Cuoi tuan lai dén tap 1ai mdt an nita, sau d6 bat dau tap quay xe.”

N6i xong, anh ta ra Iénh hoc vién khéc vao thé chd Thé Van ngdi trén ghé l4i quay diu xe chay di
Nhin chiéc xe méu vang chudi chay xa, Thé Van khong khoi lim bam: “Trén thé giéi ndy, that khong it ngwdi dang sg...”

Cham rai di dén cong truong, trude cira phong béo v¢ c6 mdt céi may ban do twr dong, Thé Van voi vang tir trong tii Fy ra tién ¢ bo vao khe nhén tién.
Pén lac chon d6 udng, tay cd dang chi trude mit bia do du trong choc Iat, van 1a chon nude s6 da.

Budi t6i, Thé Van dén nha hang ma Tir Mic gioi thiéu, boi vi dén tré, chi co chd ngdi trong goc.

Chon d6 in xong, Thé Van nhin xung quanh, ngon dén ctia nha hang khong sang lim, mdt ban da s6 1 bn ngudi ngdi, hon phén nira khach hang i cac
cap ngudi yéu, c6 khong khéi to md suy nghi, T Mac ddc than rot cude theo ai toi day chir?

Nhung ¢6 nhanh chong Fic dau curdi khd, chinh ¢6 ching phéi ciing mdt minh tdi sao, khong biét nhitng ngudi chung quanh nhin ¢6 nhu thé nao.

Tai chd ngdi sét cira s6 c6 mot ddi nam nix, Thé Van nhin nguoi dan 6ng c6 duong nét mdt bén mit kién nghi, bdng nhién phat hién ngudi d6 1 Vién T6
Van.

Mot bén mit ctia anh trong ¢6 vé rat nghiém tiic, bo dang néi ning than trong, ¢ gai ddi dién trong thity mi, so v6i cd gai do anh lai cang cimg nhéc hon,
day Ia Vién T6 Van ¢ trong ky trc ctia ¢!

Dot nhién, Vién T6 Van nhur 1 cam giac duge tAm it ciia ¢6, anh quay dau nhin vé phia c6. Vién Thé Van con dang suy nghi tim sur chura kip né tranh
anh mat sac bén kia, c6 danh phai ngo ngac nhin anh, sau d6 theo ban ning gat dau.

Trén khuon mit kién nghi ctia Vién T Van vay ma 16 ra nu cudi 6n hoa, anh nhe nhang git dau, sau d6 quay dau lai mit khong con chit biéu cam.

Ca bira an, Thé Van thinh thoang Ién quan sat d6i nam nit kia, d6 1 ban gai ctia anh ta sao? Thira “Ac ma” ciing thich loai con gai e 4p din dang——
0, ¢6 ai khong thich chir, c6 gai nhur vay ai cling thich thoi. Nhung ma yéu mdt nguroi dan 6ng nhur Vién T Van, e rang la chuyén khong lau bén.

An xong miéng banh pudding xoai cudi cting, Thé Van goi ngudi phuc vu tinh tién. Liic di qua bén nguoi Vién T6 Van, ¢6 ¢b y khong nhin anh, giéng
nhu bon ho 13 hai ngurdi xa la khong c6 chit lién can.

Di trén duong, gi6 dém mia hé thdi t6i, cd bdng nhién suy nghi, tai thanh phd nay hién thyrc va hur do dan xen vao nhau, ¢6 nhidu kim théng trdm. Diéu co
phai lam chang qua 1a duy tri sy tinh tao.

Sang thir hai, Thé Van chinh thirc dén cong ty im. Ngudi phu trach giop ¢6 Bm quen vdi cong viée 1a Carol, ¢6 ta noi ring sép ctia cd thuong xuyén di
cong tac khap noi, thoi gian & Thuong Hai khong 1au, cho nén cong viée trg ly ndy rat nhe nhang,

Théang sau, trong khong khi 4m ap Am wét, budi chiéu & vin phong cam mdt tach ca phé tir ngoai cira s6 Au 30 nhin xudng ng tu dudng, gidng nhur
dang 6 trong miy.



Nhan nha trai qua mdt tuan, Thé Van nhin duoc thong bao n6i sép cta ¢o da quay vé day, vi thé cong viée bit d4u tré nén ban ron, mdi ngiy md khong
biét bao nhiéu hdi nghi, thoi gian trdi qua qua nhanh. Gilra trua voi vang n xong com trua, ¢d dang cam iy tinh vot t6i phong hop, vira vao ctra, ¢6

ngAy ngin ca ngudi —— ngudi ngdi ngay ngin & gitta khong phai Vién TS Van thi 14 ai?
Vién T6 Van nging dau nhin c6, trén khuon mét khong cé biéu tinh hién Ién mdt tia kinh ngac: “C6 chinh 1 nhan vién moi t6i?”
Thé Van gat dau, kién tri di dén ngdi xudng dbi dién anh: “Xin chio.”

Ca bubi chiéu, bon ho khong ¢6 ndi chuyén véi nhau mdt cau ndo, gidng nhur n trude ¢ nha hing, bon ho 1 hai ngudi xa la khong ¢6 chit fién can. Ba
ngay sau, co O quan ca phé dudi lau tinh co bict dugc tir trong miéng ctia mot nit dong nghi€p, anh Ia quan ly ctia by phan nao do.

V& phin 1 b phan ndo. . .thi 6 khong nhé nbi.

Nhung khong thé khong tin, thi ra trén thé gidi nay c6 mdt thir goi 1 tring hop.

“Xin chao.”

Thé Van tir khay com to trurde miit nging dau lén, ¢6 khong khoi hoang so. La Vién TS Van.

“Pimg c6 Iin ndo cling ding 4nh it hoéng so nhin t0i, hién tai t0i da khong con tily tién dénh 1on v6i ngwoi khéc.” Anh ta dang n6i dia w, nhung tai sao
gurong niit van khong c6 chit biéu cam?

Thé Vén cudi ha ha hai tiéng, cam thiy xAu ho.

Anh ngf“)i vao chd tréng déi dién ¢6 bt dau an com, bon ho ¢t nhur vay trAm miic 2uong gao an xong ph?m com ctia minh, sau d6 mdt trude mit sau
vao thang may.

Thét vit va theo dam dong chen vao thang méy, 4m thanh canh bao qua tai vang Ién. Bai vi B ngurdi cudi cling bude vao, Thé Van danh phai bat dic di
101 khoi thang méy, m6i di mot bude, lai bi Vién TS Van giit lai: “Toi di chuyén sau.”

Noi xong, anh lui ra ngoai, nhin ctra thang may ¢ gitta bon ho khép lai.
Trong nhay mét, Thé Van cam thiy duong nhur d4 trai qua may doi.

Lic tan tAm, di ngang qua phong tra mrde, nghe thiy am thanh nirc né rat nho, Thé Van theo ban ning dirg budc chan, nhung do du ¢6 can tranh di
khong.

Bén trong truyén dén giong ndi bat dic di ctia Carol: “Quén di, dimng vi chuyén nay ma khé s6, ai ciing biét quan ly Vién ddi voi con gai déu nhur vay...”
C ghinhod giong noi: “Toi biét... nhung t6i trong 1 minh khong giéng voi ngudi khac...”
Thé Van khong nhan ra d6 1 ai, nhung chuyén niy khong quan trong, boi vi ¢ khong ¢6 v do xét bi mat clia nguoi khéc.

C6 gidm Ién tAm tham day lai mém di ra khoi khu vire vin phong. Quan Iy Vién ma bon ho néi  Vién T6 Van sao? C6 da timg thy anh hen ho voi mot
¢c6 gai, cho nén y nghi nay nhanh chong xuat hién trong dau.

T6i biét.... nhung t6i twong 1 minh khong gidng voi ngudi khac. .

Phuy nit thong hay ngdc nhur viy, cho rang minh c6 diém khéc biét, nhung d6i voi mot ngudi dan 6ng mé noi, ¢o ta ching qua ciing chi d mdt sinh ménh
lau dai, mdt nguoi phu nit ndo d6 ma thoi.

Trong long Thé Vén bdng nhién nghi dén mdt cau: tinh yéu, | mot thir dang s.

Chinh ¢6 ciing hoéng so, nhitng ki ndy lai cir vl ma dot ngdt xuéit hign. C6 cam théy dau dc minh nhur B khong thé hoat dong binh throng, nhung ma
van khong ngirg suy nghi, Vién Thé Van gan nhur chura timg yéu duong, lam sao nan long véi tinh yéu nhur the chir.

i ra khoi toa nha, gié tir tir ndi lén.

Nigdi trén xe taxi nhin ng tur dudng ngoai ctra s6, Thé Van timg cho ring minh 1 loai phy nit dam yéu dam han, nhung hién tai ¢6 hiéu chinh minh, chéng
qua la mdt ngudi ngay ca diing khi bude di cling khong co.

Tinh y,éu, moi pguc‘ri déubibé ngoai dep d& cua n6 me hodc, nhung ky that bén dudi vé ngoai dep deé do6 lai ham ch;'ra ichky, ghen ghét, hdi han, vo tinh.
C6 bict mot s6 ngudi, luén miéng ndi khong thé khong co tinh yeu, ket qua 1 lai chi coi nhur tro choi. Con c6 mdt s6 ngudi, ding thoi gian vai ndm, mudi
miy nam, thdm chi my chuc ndimdeé yéu, dé cho doi mdt nguoi khac, chd ngan budmdi qua, cho lang ttr quay dau, nhung cudi cung ngudi bi thuong lai
1a chinh minh.

C6 khong hé cho rang tinh yéu 1 trd choi, nhung ¢6 ciiing s& khong ding thoi gian dai nhur vay dé yéu mdt nguoi.



Cudi tudn, Tir Mic n6i 1p trudng cii td chire moi ngudi di ca hat, Thé Van do dy mot lat van dép ing.

Tir sau t6i hom d6 Thach Thy Thin dua c6 v, bon ho ciing khong lién lac. Thé Vén cam thiy dudng nhur giita hai ngudi c6 gi d6, nhung khong thé ndi
13, trong long c6 lai so hai doi mit véi anh ta.

C6 ciing da lau rdi chura gip lai Vien T6 Van, nghe néi anh di cong tac, nhu vay ciing tt, do phai xAu hd.
“Nay,” ¢ ngudi vd vai cd bude nhanh qua, ¢ phan hai hude n6i, “Pang kiém tién 16 4.
Thi ra 1a Thach Thu Thén, anh ta 16 ra nu cudi dm ap.

"Ihé Vin ciing cudi, ¢6 quen voi mdt Thach Thy Théan nhur vay hon. Ny cudi ctia anh ta ludn tao nhé, nhur g6 xuin, nguoi ndy hinh nhw khéng ¢6 chut
sdc sdo.

Budc trén bac thang trai thim hong ctia KTV, Thach Thy Than hoi: “Cong viée moi thé nao?”

“Ciing duoc.”

“Gan day to mudn hoc theo cau.”

“»* Thé Van nhin swon mit cta anh ta, cam thdy anh ta ¢6 chut c6 don.

Anh ta quay dau mim cudi néi: “Mubn di doc, hoc thém chit gi do.”

“Duoc ddy...” Tuy ring cd bat ngd, nhung cam thiy day 1 mot ¥ kién hay,

“Pi dau, hoc gi?”

Thach Thu Than khong tra 1i ¢6, hoi ngwoc lai: “Lan trude cau ndi véi t&, mudn di du hoc nita...?”

Thé Van gt dau, lic khong tim duoc cong viée qua thit ¢6 du dinh nhur vAy, nhung gin day ¢ lai mét di y nghi @6 trong dau.
“Khong bang cting di nhé?”” Thach Thy Than ndi.

Vé it anh ta i trude dén nay chura bao gior nghiém tlic nhur vy, thé nén 6 khong biét nén mo migng the no noi minh da thay doi suy nghi. C6 chi
cuoi guong gao: “Be. . .d¢ sau hang noi.”

Péy cira phong ra, bén trong dang nd dila am ¥, rat kho tin ring nhimg ngudi ndy da sip ba muoi roi

Ba muroi tudi, trong mot doan thoi gian rat dai, ¢6 nhin thiy sy khéi dau ciia gid ca. Nhung by gio, chinh 6 ciing d4 bat dau budc vé phia ndy.

Thé Van bj dy lén true may tinh chon bai hat, sau d6 lai bi ddy dén bén ghé sofa chos doi dén ot minh. C6 bong nhién cam thiy, dudng nhu moi thir
déu da duoc sap dit, c6 chi co mbt con duong de di. Du hoc cling dugc, cong viée cling duoc, cai ¢d phai lam chinh 1 di theo con dudng nay, khong
ngimg di méi thé thoi.

C6 ngudi ndi: “Vién Thé Van, t6i krot cau.”

Thé 13 c6 nhdn mic, trén min hinh TV thét 1on hién 1én bai hat quen thugc lai xa la “Close to you™

Why do birds suddenly appear

Every time you are near?

Just like me, they long to be

Close to you.

Why do stars fall down from the sky

Every time you walk by?

Just like me, they long to be

Close to you.

On the day that you were born



The angels got together

And decided to create a dream come true

So they sprinkled moon dust in your hair of gold

And starlight in your eyes of blue.

That is why all the girls in town

Follow you all around.

Just like me, they long to be

Close to you.

Tiéng hat ctia Thé Van nhe nhang ma ngot ngio, mang theo mot chit wru thuong, tua nhur ¢6 Carpenter di qua doi ic con tré.

Khi hat xong am cudi cting, Thé Van mdi phat hién Vién TS Van khong biét khi nao thi da dén day, anh tira vao trude cira king I8 nhin c6, 4nh méit phirc
tap.

Thé Vén khong khoi budng mic trong tay ra nhur b dién gidt, c6 rii mét xudng khong nhin anh.

C6 I8, trén thé gidi ny con cé mdt thir goi i dinh ménh da cho ching ta yéu nhau.
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Thang sau gan chim dirt, Théng bay oi birc voi va sip t6i. Toi thir niim, Thé Vén va Tar Mic cing nhau n com chiéu, hen dén chd Tir Miic udng ruou,
sau khi Thé Van tr¢ lai Thuong Hai ¢6 moi phat hién déy 1a so thich chung ctia bon ho. Thé Van khong phai thét sy thich ubng ruou, nhung sau khi uong
TuQu, cam gic 4m p dang tran trong co thé khién c6 rt say mé. Rét nhiéu dém trai qua mot minh & London, ¢6 udng ruou chim chim, xem tivi, ning
né ngi thiép di.

Durng xe xong, Tir Mic tir ghé sau Ay ra mot tii gidy dong gbi rét dep: “Day I san phim chiéu nay t& chup quang céo, giam ddc bén kia n6i ting cho
td, ha ha.”

Thé Vén nhoén miéng cudi, Tir Mac ludn co vé rat d& dang thda mén, ¢ 1€ nhu vay s€ hanh phic hon.

hai ngudi 6mruou va céc loai d6 an mua tir siéu thi tré vé di vao thang méy, nhin nit ting cao nhét, cira thang may khép lai, Thé Van bdng nhién nbi:
“Do 1a nguoi nhu the nao?”

“?” Tir Mac hoang mang,

“Lan trudc... d6i gidy kiéu nam...” Thé Van treo céi tli to trén cai moc dé bt chit stc.

“A...viée do...” Tir Miic xdu hd lc dau, “Khong phai, t¢ va anh ta khong ¢ g, chinh 1 thuan tay... thuan tay...”

Ngay thing nhu Tir Mzic, Thé Van khong khéi suy nghi, B quan hé nhur thé ndo mai khién ¢6 n6i nng 4p a ap tng nhur vay.
Thang méy tir gara én t6i iu mot, sau d6 “Dink” mbt tiéng ngimg lai.

Thé Van con mudn ndi gi o, cira thang méy bong nhién mo ra, Hang Ty 6m mdt cd géi cao gy xinh dep di vao, thoat nhin déng vé ké sét nhau cta hai
nguoi, hin [a khong phai ban be binh thuong.

Hang Ty ngin ngudi, 16 ra nu cudi quyén rii trede sau nhu mot: “Hil”

Thé Van cing Tt Mic déu xiu hd cudi cudi, xem nhur chao hoi.

“hai vi nay Ia ban hoc cii ctia anh,” anh ta viron ngdn tay thon dai, ttty y chi chi, “C6 A va c¢6 B.”

«.” C6 kiéu gi6i thiéu nguoi khac nhur vy sao, ¢ phai boi vi vé sau khong gip nhau nita cho nén ciing khong can thiét phai biét tén ctia nhau?
“Vindy 3,” anh ta 6m cd gai bén canh, trén mit tir dau dén cudi van twoi cuoi, “C6 C.”

T Mac cang 16 15 vé xAu hd gat dhu. Thé Van lai b5ng nhién rAt mubn cudi to, tudng tuong ba ngudi bon ho vuon tay, vé mat that tha ndi: “Co A,
chao ¢0.” “A, ¢ B, chio ¢6 chao ¢d.” “Xin chao, tdi 1 ¢6 C...”



Thé Van giwong mit nhin Hang Ty, anh ta vin dang cudi, nhung hinh nhur 1 that sy cam thay budn cudi —— chang 1§, gio phit ny anh ta dang 4o
tudng tinh canh nhur vay?

“hai c4u vira rdi ndi chuyén gi thé, & vira dén lién im bt, khong phai néi xAu sau hung t& chir.” Hang Tur vubt mit “c6 C”” noi

Thé Van lc dau, khong nhin dén Tir Mic viron ra canh tay cimg ngfic ngin can: “Bon t¢ dang n6i vé ‘ngudi dan ong trong phong Tir Mic™.”

Hang Tur cudi xdu xa nhin chiim chim Tir Mic: “That hay gia?”’

Ban tay Tir Miic dang & giira khong trung, danh phai cling ngic thu tré vé: “.. Gia, gia.”

“Trude clra c6 mot doi gidy thé thao kiéu nam ciing 1 gia sao.” Thé Van c6 “long tot” nhic nho.

Thang may lai phat ra mot tiéng “Dinh”, dimg & ting ba muroi hai cao nhét, ctra thang miy mo ra, Hang Ty lAy tay ngiin cira thang méy, chd ba ¢ gai
phia sau déu roi khoi m6i di ra. Bon ngudi chia lam hai nhom di vé hai phia, Hang Tur va Thi Tar Mic Iy ra hai chia khoa khac nhau, tra khoa vao cira
101 ding tay kéo ra, sau d6 khong hen ma cling xoay ngudi nhin doi phurong,
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“Chung t6i ¢6 I& rit Am §, mong hai ngudi thong cam.” Khi Hang Ty cudi 16 én, khoe mit cé mdt nép nhin mong dai.
“0.” Tir Miic git gat dau, xoay nguoi cing Thé Van vao nha.

Tt Mic huc tung moi thir tim ra hai chiéc ly thiy tinh chan ngiin, tuy khong phai 14 ly ding dé ubng rurou vang nhung mién cudng coi nhur 1 ly dé ubng
Tuou.

“Nay, Thé Van,” Tir Mzic mé hop chai nrou, c6 chit thanh thao khu néip chai, “Lan trude vide kia... Ky that khong phai nhur cau nghi dau.”
“Phai khong” Thé Van nim bo trén lung sofa, nhin Tir Mic, khong noi tiép.

Nt chai dugc it ra, chét 1ong mau nho tim 6t vao trong ly rurou, Thé Van cam thiy mbi mot té bao trong co thé minh déu nhay Ién, doi dén khi Tir
Mac nang ly ruou dua qua tay ¢, Thé Van kiém ché ndi ham mudn ty minh uong mit hoi can sach, ¢6 tir tir nham nhap.

“Thét ra,” Tir Miic c6 chut dimg ngdi khong yén, “T6 van khong biét nén lim sao. . .ndi véi ngudi khac.”

o

“Trén thuc t&, 1An trude cau dén, nguoi & trong phong t, anh ta [a...”

“» C6 18 da quen v6i cach néi chuyén ctia Tir Mic, cho nén Thé Van chi Bing ing cho doi Tir Miic ndi hét Ioi.
“La mot.... bac sitimly.” Tir Mic By tay Fic Fc Iy ruou, do du néi khong nén 1oi.

“Bac sitam Iy?” Thé Van kinh ngac dt xudng ly rrou trong tay.

“U.” T Mic gat gat dau, “Von i uon dén phong kham cta anh ta, nhung Jin trude ding e khong thé dimg phong kham, cho nén té moi anh ta dén
nha.”

“_.” Thé Van nhin Tir Miic, chd ¢ ndi tiép.

“Cau c6 mot loai cam gidc thé nay khong,..” Tir Miic ciing ngdi trén sofa, kh& thé dai, “Chinh 13, trong 1ong c6 mot sd bi mit, ciing khong thé néi ki bi
mat —— chi la mdt sy viéc ma thoi, cho du d6i voi ngudi gan giii nhat cling khong thé noi ra... Nhung lai co thé ndi voi mot nguoi hoan toan xa la.”

.7 Thé Van rii nit xudng nhin ly rurou trong tay ndi khong nén Ioi.

“N6i thé nao nhi...” Giong ndi Tir Mac cing ngéc trude sau nhuer mot, “Co & cau nghi réng t& ndi sai, nhung du sao, t¢ chinh 1a ngurdi nhu vay, hon nita
hién tai t& cam thay, néu noi ra... trong long s€ tot hon rat nhicu.”

Mot s6 chuyén khong thé ndo néi véi ngudi thin thiét... nhung lai c6 thé n6i voi mot ngudi xa la?

Nhin khudn nit Tir Mic mim cudi ¢6 chit cimg ngic, Thé Van bdng nhién that mudn biét, 1oi néi ctia Tir Mic, rdt cude 1 ding hay sai.
“Thé 4,” Thé Vén ra vé coi mo n6i, “Bac sitam Iy kia dep trai khong?”

Tir Miic ngac nhién nghil nghi, moi noi: “Khong 16 Em, dan ong trong mit t6. . . bo dang déu gidng nhau.”

Hom sau & ngy thir séu cudi clng clia Théng séu, tan sudt im viéc ctia moi nguoi cling tw dong chém ki, ¢6 ngudi kén mang ndi chuyén phiém, ¢6
nguoi thi ngdi ngan ngo, tham chi cd ngudi con ngtl ga ngl gat.

Bai vi budi sang chura an gi, Thé Van mau chéng xudng lau &n com trra, ¢6 luén nghi t6i gide mo t6i hom qua, lai mo minh n6i 101 tam biét véi mdt ngudi



xa la, nguoi kia tén 14 g nhi? C6 dimg sirc suy nghi, cudi cting van bo cude, bong nhién trong dau hién én cau ndi ctia Tir Mic dem tAm sy trong

1ong minh néi véi mdt nguoi xa la? That sur co thé sao?
Mo méng in xong bita trua, lic tré v&, trong vin phong chi c6 hai ba nit dng nghiép dang giam cin cin qua téo.

“C6 ¢4 thé gii thich m)t chit day a gi khong?!” Am thanh ctia Vién T6 Van bdng nhién trim thip ns himg hon truyén t6i tir mdt véin phong khi co di
ngang qua, Thé Van theo ban nang dirng bude chan nhin vao bén trong,

Vién T6 Véan ném hai to gidy 1én ban c6 gai timg in ti v6i anh, Thé Van khong nhin thay vé mit anh, nhung c6 c¢6 thé khing dinh, anh chéng vui vé gi.
Cb ghi dang cti dau bdng nhién nging 1én, mrdc mit 1 ché: “Em chi i khong mudn chia tay voi anh...”

“C6 noi cai gi?”” Bon chit nay binh tinh thdt ra tir trong miéng anh, nhung Thé Van da ¢6 cam giac “giong t trude con bio”,

Cb ghi chay nurée mét, khong biét nén noi cai gi.

Thé Van suy nghi, néu khong phéi tat ca moi ngudi di ra ngoai &n com, hién tai chd nay nhét dinh bi vay chat dén mirc con kién ciing chui khong lot, qua
thuc phan khich giong nhu phim truyén hinh...

“Chia tay? Toi nghi ¢6 d hiéu lim, ching ta chua timg c6 bét dau, im sao ndi dén chia tay.”

Thé Van tham hit mdt hoi lanh, nhitng 16i ndy...cé chit tan nhan.

Co gai kia chi khoc, khong noi 1oi nao.

“T6i khong thich viét thur, néu c6 c6 gi mubn n6i xin moi n6i thing véi 161

Am thanh ctia anh trAm thap, nhung ciing rat manh mg.

Anh xoay ngudi mudn di, ¢o gai dot nhién khoe ndi: “Vi sao anh lai déi xir voi em nhur vay?!”

Vién T6 Van khong quay déu, mit khong chit thay d6i nhin vai: “Téi chi ¢ thé néi, néu t6i da ton thuong cd, ti xin 1bi.”

N6i xong anh cit budc di vé phia Thé Van, c6 van con kinh ngac véi tinh canh bén trong, cin ban khong kip tranh di.

Vién T6 Van nhin tlﬁy ¢d, anh sting s6t mdt chit, bude chan chim lai, ha miéng mubn ndi gi do, nhung c6 voi vang xoay nguodi chay di.
Budc chan hoi hoang loan, khong biét 14 vi khin truong hay 1 di qua nhanh, Thé Vén iy di dong ra goi dién thoai cho Tir Mic.
“A16...” Ngit khi ctia Tir Miic van cling ngiic trude sau nhur mot.

“Bac sitam ly cau néi hdom qua...”

“Um..”

“C6 thé gitip 16 hen anh ta khong?”
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“Séang ngay mai, duoc chi?”

“0.” Tir Mac tit dién thoai.

Thé Van tr6 lai chd ngdi ciia minh, nhin hinh anh tit may trén man hinh di dong ma bt du ngo ngic.

Séng thr bay, Thé Van thirc day rit sém, ¢6 1& boi vi mubn di gip béc si tim ly cho nén cam théy khén trwong. C6 dirt khoat roi giuong thu don cin
phong, con ¢ rat nhicu thimg gidy van déng chua cd mo ra, c6 luon chd dén khi ¢ himg thi mdi bat dau don dep.

Nhu bay gio 1a c6 hing sao?
Khong coi i viy. C6 cudi kho.

Co chila cam théy Kkhén truong ma thdi, boi vi, se"lp stra d6i mat voi mot nguoi xa la ndi ra nhitng tim sy trong long minh, ¢6 that sy ¢6 thé sao? Giéng
nhu T Mac néi vay?

Pén tam gio, cO bét du rira nﬁ}, deo @ trang strc tinh Xao trang nha, miac mot chiéc 4o t-shirt, rdi léy mdt chiée 40 khoac ming cd vé nghiém tlic mic
bén ngoai. Mac du hoi ctrng nhic, nhung ¢6 nhin minh trong guong cling ¢ chut tinh than.



Khi con nim phit nita 1a t6i gio hen chin rudi, Thé Van da di vao phong kham tim Iy nim tai mt hoc vién y khoa, ¢6 hit sdu mdt hoi, nhic tay g0 nhe ba
cai.

“Dén déy.” Bén trong canh cira ¢6 ngudi noi.

Sau do c6 nghe duoc tiéng budc chin, cira dwoc mo ra, mit ngudi dan 6ng 6 kn da ngim den nhung twoi cudi kha 4i xuét hién trude mit ¢o.

“Xin chao, chic ¢6 i Vién Thé Van.” Anh ta vira néi vira nhudng dudng moi ¢d di vio.

“Vang,” Thé Vén khong biét im sao, gat dau, “Chao anh.”

Thét bat ngd, ngudi dan 6ng ndy rat dep trai. Loai anh tudn khong c6 cam gidc ap bach, ma 1 6n hoa vui vé.

C6 di vao phong, vach tuong ctng tr:?m nha déu la mau tring ngd, mot loai mau sic khién ngudi ta cam thdy 4m ap. Ntra phia du6i vach tuong la mau
xanh nhat, nhu 1 nude bién trong sudt. Can phong rat rong rai, thong thoang, dnh sang cling tot, chinh gitta dat mot cai ghé dua limbang da thét to, hinh
nhur [a loai gh€ ¢ chirc néing mat xa, lung ghe dua c6 the ha xubng, ¢6 doan rang binh thirdng bénh nhin hén la nam trén cai ghe da kia dé tri licu. K&
bén ghe da Ia mt cai ban lam vige, trén ban c6 mdt sO sach, & gitta cd mdt quyen so that day.

“C6 mudn ubng gi,” Anh ta dong ctra lai, md cira t lanh, tir bén trong Ry ra hai hop sira, “Nhung bay gidr chi ¢6 thé ubng cai ndy thoi.”

“A... dugc.” Thé Van git dau.

“Diing rdi, toi con chua tur gidi thiéu,” anh ta di t6i, ding tay ra hiéu y bao Thé Van ngdi xudng ghé da, “Toi tén Ia Tuong Bach Ligt, c6 ¢6 thé goi toi la
bac si Tudng, hodc 1a bat cir xung ho nao khac ma c6 thay quen, day nay Ia danh thiép ctia t6i.”

Anh ta khong biét tir dau Ay ra danh thiép, dira cling véi sita vao tay co.

Thé Van cam sira va danh thiép, lich sy hoi khom hung, rdi cti dAu nhin danh thiép.

Trén d6 chi in trg Iy bac si phong didu tri tAm Iy dai hoc phu thuge bénh vién XX, Tudng Bach Liét.

“Tén tiéng Anh cta t6i | Gabriel, trén d6 khong c6 in.” Tudng Bach Liét di ra ding sau ban Bm viée ngdi xudng, mé hop sita ra udng,
“Gabriel?” Thé Van mim cudi mot chit.

“Um, c6 phai thiy t6i rat gidng thién thin khong?”” Tudng Bach Liét tuoi cuoi kha 4

“Nhung trong Cyu Udc goi y Gabriel I nit.”

“Vay ciing tot,” Tuong Bach Liét vin mim cudi, “Boi vi phu nit rét diu dang.”

Thé Van khong khoi cudi 1 Ién, day 1 an dau tién co phat ra tiéng cuoi tir ndi tim trong cé budi sang,

Anh ta con néi: “T6i 1 ngudi Pai Loan, cd mdt ngudi ban ciia ti n6i, giong n6i ctia con trai Dai Loan luén niing nju, tuy rang tu ching ti chwa bao gio
cho a vay c0 thay sao?”

“Um.. T6i cam thiy anh nhu bay gids ciing rat tt.” C6 phai tat ca bac sTtam Iy luén c6 thé dang néi chuyén ciia minh dong thoi lai dem dé tai chuyén
sang doi phurong khong?

“Nhur vdy,” anh ta mé quyén sd trén ban, 1t sang mot o gidy tring, viét ngay roi
nging dau nhin ¢6 noi, “Ching ta ndi chuyén cta c6 di.”
Thé Van bdng nhién khén trrong, cam thiy toan thin tré nén ctmg ngic.

“Plng khén Imong,” Tudng Bach Liét mim cuoi, “Toi chi 1 ghi lai cdm nhén ctia minh thoi, ciing khong phai mudn ghi lai mdi mdt cAu ndi ctia co, bac si
tam ly chi ding cho nay...”

Anh ta chi vio d4u va trai tim ctia minh n6i: “Ma khong phai ding quyén s6 dé ghi lai cam xtic ctia bénh nhan.”
Thé Van xAu hd cudi 1o 1én, cam thdy minh khong chd an tron.

“T6i dé nghi ¢o coi ra chiéc 4o khodc phién toai kia, treo trén moc 40,” anh ta ciing khong nging dau 1én mi ghi chép, “Néu khong thi ching dat t6i hiéu
qua tha 16ng toan than.”

Cb gat dau, dimg day coi 4o khodc treo trén moc, sau d6 nim trén ghé da, phia trurde tim it c6 1 trin nha mau tring nga.

“PAu tién t6i mubn nhAn manh va cam doan véi ¢d, t6i s& khong tiét 10 chuyén cua c6 cho bét cir ai trong tinh huéng khong duoc su cho phép cua b,



nhung hy vong ¢6 ¢6 thé hicu, ¢6 1§ boi vi mdt vai nghi van xuit hién trong ndi dung trd chuyén ciia ching ta, t0i s& tham khéo y kién cua nhiing dong
nghiép c6 kinh nghiém hon t61, nhung t61 nghi t6i s& ¢o hét strc khong dé c6 boi vay ma cam thay phirc tap.” Khi ndi nhitng 101 ndy, vé nit anh ta rat
nghiém tuc.

Thé Van khong khoi git dau, cam thiy nhur minh 1 bénh nhén sip stra bét dau giai phau, ma bac si dang doc nhitng diéu can luu y khi phau thust.

“Toi khong hoi Thi Tir Méic bét cr chuyén nio ciia ¢6, cho nén ¢ thé ndi t6i hon toan khong biét gi vé co, hién tai c6 thé moi ¢ givi thigu mdt chit vé
cudc song cua co khong, ndi ngan gon hodc 1a ndi chi tiet déu dugce, chi can ¢b thich Ia duoc.”

“Cudc séng cla t6i it don gian,” cO noi, ‘fl"éi tén 1 Vién Thé Van, ndm nay 29 tubi. TAm ndm trude, khi con chura tdt nghiép dai hoc t6i da sang Anh
du hoc, hoc nganh van hoc Anh, sau khi tot nghip t6i ¢ lai d6 lam viéc khoang ba nam. Thang trudc wira trd lai Thuong Hai, hién tai t6i dang lam trg ly
quan ly ciia mot cong ty Anh... chi cé nhu vay.”

“Wow, ““ Tudng Bach Liét ndi, “Van hoc Anh... La Shakespeare sao?”

“Qua that, it nhié}l ngudindi dén nurée Anh thi s& nhé t6i Shakespeare, nhung trén thuce té ong ?iy 1a mOt dién vién va nha soan kich, nhung khong thé
dai dién toan bd nén van hoc ctia nude Anh.”

“Co Ia mdt ngudi.. rat nghiém tiic.” Anh ta n6i 1oi két luan, vira ghi lai trén s5.
Thé Van kinh ngac, anh ta ¢ phan khién ngudi ta khong hiéu anh ta dang suy nghi gi.

“N6i nhur vdy,” anh ta bong nhién nging dau nhin c6, “T6i cam thiy c6 hin 1 xem nhur cude sng thanh cong, nhan duoc sur gido duc tt, cong viée n
dinh... vé phuong dién tinh cam thi sa0?”

«... Khong 6. Téi gioy van khong ¢6.”
Tuédng Bach Liét ddu mdi, nhuréng 1ong may: “Nhung t6i cam thiy ¢6 khong gidng nhur ngudi s& vi loai chuyén niy ma phién ndo.”
“...Visao?” C6 nhin khong dwoc hoi.

“Thir nhét, t6i cho ring ¢6 a mdt ngudi cb cai toi rat cao,” vé mit anh ta rit nghiém tic, “Ciing khong phai ndi ¢6 ich ky, ma la n6i, ¢6 kha chi trong
ban than, coi trong cam nhéin cuia chinh minh hon. Boi vi khi t6i moi ¢ gioi thiéu vé cude song ctia minh, ¢6 noi phin Ion vé nhing chuyén minh da trai
qua, khong ndi dén bét ctr chuyén gi c6 lién quan dén gia dinh, nguoi binh thurdng khi ké vé cudc song, dleu dau tién ho nghi dén chinh i gia dinh, ngudi
than va chinh minh, sau d6 1 cng viéc va so thich. Nhung ¢6 chi n6i vé ban than minh, ¢6 & 1 vi ¢6 ludn song doc lap.”

«..” Trong 1ong ban tay Thé Van d6 day md hoi.

“Thir hai, t6i cam thiy c0 B mot ngwoi ¢6 chii kién, p truong 1S rang hon ni¥a sin ong by t6 bén thén,” anh ta con 6, “Toi nhéc t6i vin hoc Anh va
Shakespeare, ¢ chi don gian Ip tirc phan bac t6i. C6 c6 bict c6 mit s6 ngudi, ni thé ndo nhi, 14 loai ngudi cho di ngudi khac néi sai cling ching mudn
phén béc, s& noi ‘r, gan nhur the”, tom lai néu khong phai la chuyén rat quan trong thi &€ khong mubn am tréi y cta nguoi khac. Nhung nguroc lai co
khong phai [a ngudi nhur the, ¢ rat san long bay té ban than.”

“_.” Thé Vén 4 khau khong tra 101 duoc.

“Mdt ¢b gai nhur vdy, binh thudng s& khong boi vi chuyén tinh cam ma cam thiy phlén 1o, t0i n6i diing chir,” anh ta xde tay ra, “Cho nén... ¢6 thé noi
cho t61 bit, c6 co chuyén gi phien nfo khong, hoac la homnay ¢ dén day, 1a nuon ndi nhitng gi?”’

Thé Vén cudi khd mot chit, “Gabriel” ndy, c6 1§ ciing khong diu dang gidng nhur trong tréng tuong,
“Gan day t6i... lion mo mdt gidc mong ky la.”

“C6 thé ké lai mdt chiit cho t6i khong, dwong nhién néu ¢d cam thiy nhé lai rét dau khd, co c6 thé ké ngin gon, lin dau tién gip mit, t6i ciing khong yéu
cau c0 voi to1 [ap tire trd thanh moi quan hé khdng c6 gi giau nhau.”

“A... Ciiing khong c6 gi dau khd, chi 1 rét ky quai nm thoi, boi vi gide mo trong t ctr xudt hién hét An nay t6i lin khéc,” hai ban tay ¢6 dan vao nhau,
“Trong mo t61 1a mdt c6 bé hon murdi tudi, cd mdt ngudi ban rat tot, moi mdt lan déu khdng gidng nhau, y t6i 1a moi mdt 1an déu 1 nhitng ngudi xa la
khac nhau, khudn miét, tén goi toi chura tirng nhin thay cling chua tirmg nghe qua.”

Cb quay dau nhin Tudng Bach Liét, anh ta ra hiéu co ndi tiép.

“Sau d6 ngudi ban t6t nay phai di xa, ching toi tam biét nhau, ngudi do cang chay cang xa, t6i nhin theo bong dang ciia ngudi d6 khong ngimg goi tén,
ndi ‘tambigt, XXX, tambiét’...”

Bon ho lai nhin nhau, mot 1t sau Tudng Bach Liét moi noi: “Vay 1 két thic r6i?”



Anh ta hoi nhiu may, giéng nhu dang suy nghil gi d6, khong noi gi.

Tir trong ba 16 Thé Vén Iy ra hai quyén s, mdt quyén méu vang mdi tinh, quyén khac 1 miu xanh da cii nat.

“Toi ghi lai tén ctia tAt ca nhing nguoi toi da mo thy, that sy déu 1 nguoi xa la.”

Tudng Bach Liét ¢6 chit kinh ngac nhan Ay hai quyén sb, dang tri Jat xem, toan b cin phong, ngay ca khong khi déu ing im

"Tl,u'r 161 t61 n6i théng,” anh tapéng nhién no6i, giong diéu binh tinh lai khong chép nhén ngudi khac cy tuyét, “Cé phdi co cd nguoi than hodc ban be than
thict da ra di, y toi . . .vinh vién...”

Anh sang mit troi chiéu trén dinh dAu Thé Van, nhung khong hé chéi mét, ¢6 nghe duoc 4m thanh ciia chinh minh ni:
“Dung vdy... ngudi nao do...”

“Ngudi nao do?”

“La... ngudi chi song sinh ctia toi...”

“Co Ay thé nao?”

“Chi 4y... da mit roi.”

Ban dang doc truyén Thdng T Va Théng Nim (Thé Thén Cria Tinh Yéu) dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chwong 2: Thang bay — Micheal va Lucifer

2.1
[ Twong Bach Liét: “Hom nay c6 c6 thé ndi ra nhitng 1oi ndy, t6i cam thiy co thét sy rat ding cam. Trong long mbdi ngudi ching ta déu c6 vét thurong,
nhung rat nhiéu ngudi khong muon doi mit, ¢d téi noi ndy, da chitng to ¢6 san sang doi mit, ¢ phai khong?”

Tao Thur Lo: “Trong thir ban ndi, “‘Mubn keo, nhung boi vi khong c6 duge keo ma di thu thépgiéiy 201 keo, loai nguoi hui rm cau, rdt cudc ngéc )
nghcch hay ddng gién...”, ban da cho t6i sw lyra chon kha it nhi —— chi ¢6 hai ngoc nghéch hay 1 dang gian. Toi muon ndi, thit ra 1a vira ngoe
nghéch lai con déng gian day!

Nhung t6i i khong thé khong ndi, diéu ity ciing c6 chit déng yéu, bdi vi, ban ¢6 chip véi keo nhur vy, sur ¢6 chip d6 khién cho moi ngudi khim
phuc. Khong phai sao? Chiing ta déu thich keo, nhung néu khong ¢ duoc keo, rat nhicu nguoi s& chon banh ngot, ca phé, qua cam, takoyaki (banh
bach tudt nudng), van van. Bdi vi khong phai ai cling thém muon keo, cling khéng phai moi ngudi déu co ch@p voi mot thr gi d6, mdt su viéc nao do,
hodc 1a...mot ngudi nao d6. Toi nghii, co d6i khi hay thir khoan dung mot chit, doi xir véi ngudi khac nhu doi véi chinh minh.”]

Tudng Bach Liét khong to ra qua gidt minh, c6 18 1 do nghé nghiép, théi quen lang nghe ctia anh ta rat ky la, chi 1 hoi nheo lai ciip mét phwong kia,

mang theo nu cudi khich 18 n6i: “Nhur vy, 6 thé ké vai t6i vé chuyén ctia ¢6 ay khong... ngudi chi song sinh ctia ¢d.”

Khong biét vi sao, cho dén gios phit niy, Thé Van m6i cam thiy yén long, gidng nhur rdt cude c6 diing khi dé déi dién voi nguoi khac voi chinh

minh 1n6i vé nguoi kia da gidu tn sau trong day long co.

Tran nhd miu tring nga trude mét hinh nhw bdng nhién bién thanh mau xanh, nhung khong phai 1 méu xanh cta bién sau, n i mau xanh nhan nhat ém
diu trén bo cat.

“Tuy ring ching toi z song sinh, nhung ngay sinh khéng ciing mdt ngay, chi dy chao doi som hon t6i 20 phit, lic d6 la 11 go 50 phit t6i ngay 30 Thang
4, ma toi... chao doi vao ngay 1 Thang 5. Co & 13 boi vay.” Theé Van cuoi kho, “Tinh cach ctia ching toi... thure ra rat khac nhau.”

Tuodng Bach Liét khong néi xen vio, ma ly tay chéng cim, ra vé rét mudn nghe tiép.

“Chi &y rét c6i md, nhigt tinh, s0 v6i chi Ay, t0i B nguoi huéng ni, diém tish. C6 doi khi nghi lai, thét sw cam thy ré thi vi, mdt doi chi em song sinh, bé
ngoai giong nhau, nhung tinh cach thi khac nhau mot troi mot vurc. Theo ly thuyet, dira tré sinh vao Thang tu han [a diem tinh lanh nhat, dra tré sinh vao
Thang nam thi nhiét tinh nhu Ira, nhung chiing t6i lai hoan toan twong phan.”

“Tinh cam hai nguoi thé ndo, t6t chi?”

“Um, 6t im Nguoi khong phai sinh doi thi khong thé hiéu duoc cam gide nay. Vi du nhur, khi t6i tim rira phat hién dau gbi ddu da hét roi, vira dinh kéu
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chi Ay thi chi 4y da cAm céi chai dimg trude mit toi; hodc 1 K t6i muén udng nude, thi nhin thdy chi Ay ciing cam cdc tinh di rét mrdc; khi toi mdt minh
didao phé nhin tring mot chiéc khin quang cd, vé nha phat hién chi a?iy ciing mua mot cai... moi viéc 1a nhur thé. Toi thurong thurong c6 mot cam giac ky
diéu, trong co thé ctia t6i ton tai mdt phién ban ¢ nho ctia chi éy, trong co thé ctia chi éiy cling t0n tai mot phién ban ¢ nho ctia t6i, ching toi thirong
thurong khong cin n6i chuyén véi nhau ciing ¢6 thé hiéu duge cam gidc ciia ddi phurong, d6 hinh nhur B mdt loai... kha néing bdm sinh.”

“Thé thi,” Twong Bach Liét ty nhién viét vao sd, cy bit trén tay anh ta hinh nhur rdt déic biét, khi viét 1én khong phét ra mdt chit Am thanh, “hai nguoi ¢6
cai nhau khong?”

“_. Rt it, rat it cii nhau,” Thé Van nhin trin nhi miu tring, dudng nhur dang hdi twéng,“Cho dii ¢ vai cau, may phit sau lién hoa thudn.”

“Um,” Tudng Bach Liét gat dau, “Hoi bé t6i thuong xuyén cai va voi anh t6i va em gai t6i, c6 doi khi toi s& gian dén mot tudn I& khong thém nhin nait
bonho.”

“Ching t6i khong nhu vdy,” Thé Van lic dau, “Néu trong 1ong ching t6i c6 khiic méic déi voi nhau, cam giac ndy ngay ca mot phut t6i ciing khong thé
chiu duoc.”

“S¢r thich ctia hai nguoi gidng nhau khong?”

“Khéng giéng, ¢6 thé n6i 1. . .hoan toan khac biét. Chi éy thich xem tivi, nghe tiét muc radio, xem trién lim tranh, xemkich... Chi a?iy thich tt ca moi thir
di chuyén, c6 hinh anh. Con t6i, lai thich doc sach, thich 161 van tinh ling.”

“N6i dung ra, hai ngudi ¢ chd giéng nhau ciing c6 chd khac nhau.”

“C6 thé noi nhur vay,” Thé Van dimg mot chit, “Giong nhur anh n6i, thinh thoang toi cam thdy ching ti rat khac biét, nhung c6 doi khi lai cam thay rat
tuong tu.”

“Co I, sinh doi that sy khong gidng véi cac anh chi em khéc,” Khuon mét Tudng Bachvén tuoi cudi kha 4i chot trd nén nghiém tic, “Nhur vdy, sau do,
¢ thé ké véi t6i rdt cude cd Ay da xay ra chuyén gi. .

Giong diéu ciia anh ta, vira khong phai nghi van ciing khong phai khéing dinh, anh ta chi ding 4nh niit diu dang nhin c6, chd ¢6 n6i tiép.

Thé Vén hit sdu mdt hoi, cham rdi n6i: “Anh c6 biét. . sw kién 11/9 khong?”

Tuong Bach Liét giat minh, sau do git dau.

“Chi y... tham gia Chuong trinh trao d6i duhoc sinh, t6i hom d6 vira lic 1én may bay di du hoc...” C6 kinh ngac phat hién minh lai khong roi I, méc
du trong dau vang Ién tieng va vii, méc du true nuat khong ngimg xuét hién hinh anh cta chi ving vay trong cabin, nhung c6 khong khoc. Sau do, tat ca
am thanh dcu bién mat, ¢6 chi nghe thay tiéng “tich tac” cia dong ho treo twong trong phong, cting voi canh trrong chi di vao ctra khau sén bay, xoay
ngudi vay tay vé phia cd. Chi vay tay that lau, hinh nhur khong mun roi di, dudng nhu rat luyén tiée ¢d, ¢6 I nao ¢ trong thim tam, chi ay da bict sy an
bai cua s0 phan, cho nén mdi. ..

“I’'mso sorry. . ..” Tuong Bach Ligt di toi, tra vao ban lam viéc, anh ta v0 nhe 1én tay ¢, chd co noi ﬁép.

“T6i cam thiy. . .thé gioi ctia t6i bdng nhién. . . mét di mot nira. ..” RSt cude nude mét co chay x116r}g, day 13 101 n6i co chura timg dam ndi ra, ddi mét véi
1n6i dau thurong ctia ba me, ngudi thin va ban be, diéu ¢ 6 thé lim duoc, chinh 1 ling king 1am tot chinh minh.

[T

A

“T6i. . .t0i nghi réng trén thé gii ndy, khong ai tuyét vong hon ti, nhung t6i khong the...” Trude mét ¢6 3 mdt manh mo hd, cam xiic tuyét vong tudn
tran v& phia co, nhur bién ca den kit, khién c6 gan nhur syp do.

Tudng Bach Liét dimg 1én di dén bén canh ¢6 rdi cti ngudi xudng, anh ta néim ba vai ctia ¢, diu dang néi: “Chiing t6i déu hiéu, ching t6i déu hiéu ca,
homnay c6 c6 thé ndi ra nhitng 101 ndy, toi cam thay c6 that sy rat diing cam. Trong long mdi nguoi ching ta déu cé vét thuong, nhurng rat nhicu nguoi
khong muon doi mit, ¢d téi noi nay, da chitng to c6 san sang doi mit, ¢ phai khong?”

C6 & boi vi i n6i ctia anh ta, ciing ¢6 1§ 1 do ban tay ctia anh ta niim bd vai ¢d rét 4&m dp, bién ca cudn cudn trong long Thé Van, rdt cude dan dan yén
a.

“Toi nghi, ¢6 ciing 1 vi mubn nhan duge sw gitp dd cho nén moi t6i noi nay.”
“Um...” Thé Van gt dAu, nhe nhang lau di nurée mit trén mt.

Tuong Bach Liét bdng nhién nd ra nu cudi sang lan nhét: “Vay 1 duoc r6i, ching ta s& tir tir ni ra hét nhitg gi c6 mudn néi véi ngudi khac hodc 1 voi
chinh minh siéunhén s€ dén giip co6 day.”

Thé Van yén Iing nhin khuén mit anh ta, sau d6 no ny cuol

Néu that sy c6 mdt ngay, c0 co thé tim v& chinh minh, tht su chuyén hanh phic biét bao. N6i v& siéunhan. .. ¢d khong tin trén thé gi6i ndy tht sy c6



siéu nhan.

Thé Van mic vio chiéc 4o khodc mong, nhin minh trong chiéc guong treo trén tuong, doi it hoi sung, ¢6 hit hit cai i, b5ng nhién cam thy ganh ning
trong long nhu 13 nhe di mot it. Pong ho trén trrong lang 1& chuyén dong, mdi qua 40 phit wr, nhung vi sao ¢6 lai cam thay da rat lau nhur 1a & day tir ngay
hém qua.

Tudng Bach Liét tién ¢6 ra ngoai, hen cudi tuan sau gip lai. Trudc khi chia tay, anh ta dot nhién hoi:

“Ping 164, chi ¢o tén gi?”’

Thé Van kinh ngac nhin anh ta, hoi liu sau méi ndi: “Vién Thé Phén. ..”

“0, chi em ‘Phén VAn’ 4,” anh ta dut hai tay vao 40 khoac dai mau tring, “Nhur vy, thay t6i chio hoi cd 4y.”

“C da ndi, c6 mdt phién ban ¢& nhd ctia co Ay ton tai trong co thé cd, cho nén ¢6 dimg tuyét vong nhur vay, ¢6 4y van ‘con song’.” Néi xong, anh ta
xoay nguoi tré vé phong kham

Thé Van nhin canh cira méu tring khép chit, bong nhién cam thay, 101 Tir Miaic n6i 1 ding,

Séng thir hai, Thé Van cam thiy nhirc dau bat dau tir khoanh khéc wira budc vao van phong, lic an trura, Carol va nhitng dong nghiép khac buén
chuyén vé c6 gai kia bi Vién To Van cu tuyét & van phong khoc sudt mot budi chiu.

Trong long ¢ mang méng c6 chit khd s, mit nguoi dan dng hd hitg nhur vay, cin ban khong hiéu duoc tinh yéu.

Sau khi tan tAm, ¢4 & quan ca phé dudi Au cong ty vira an bita tdi vira hi hody vai laptop, ¢6 I& cao 6¢ vin phong sau khi v& dém, nguroc lai co mbt loai
hanh phtic tinh ling.

Ca phé trong tay hoi lanh, ¢0 goi ngudi phyc vy mang thémmdt ly ca phé nita, nging dau lién théy, con dwong ddi dién bén kia c6 mdt ngudi dan ong
dang budc nhanh t6i, khong phai la Thach Thu Than sao.

Ly Nhuoc Ngu 6 phia sau ra strc dudi theo, miéng néi cai gi do.

Thach Thy Than bdng nhién ngimg lai, vé it khong kién nhin tra 1i vai cau, r6i xoay ngudi di dén bii db xe bén canh.

Chi trong chdc l4t, anh ta l4i xe chay nhur bay.

Ly Nhuoc Ngu ngo ngac nhin phuong hirdng chiée xe bién mét, that lau sau, rdt cuc nén long bo di.

Pa c6 mot khoanh Hﬁc thé nay, Thé Vé.n'nhin xuyén qua ctra kinh nhan ra nu cuoi j:hé luong trén mat minh. Hoa ra, ’cho dula Vién Ié Van ]anhlung
hay 14 Thach Thy Than 6n hoa, dan ong doi voi nguoi phy nir ma minh khong yéu déu giong nhau. Bon ho khong muon ding mot phan stre e dé lam c6
I8, dau rang nhitng nguoi phy nit ndy san sang thé nguyén sé rat yéu bon ho.

C6 ting nhin thiy mot phan tranh chﬁrpbiém trén bao, trén d6 noi thé ndy: “Trén thé gioi ndy tran ngap dan ong tot va phy nir t6t, nhung ma bon ho chi
gip thoang qua, khong bao gio' nhin thay doi phuong. Hodc Ia nhin thdy doi phuong, lai khong cam nhn duoc sur timdéu y hop, cam nhin duoc sur tim
dau y hop lai khong thé nao gir duoc, hy vong gitt duge nhung khong c6 cach nao & chung...”

Tinh yéu, c6 [ that su [a mdt chuyén rat kho khan.

Di ddng cua ¢6 vang Ién, 1a Tir Mic goi toi i ¢ budi tdi choi mat chuge. CO rat mudn tir chdi, nhung TG Méc n6i thiéu nguoi, cho nén c6 phai di.

Bit déc di clip méay, Thé Van c6 chit ngén ngo, c6 phai ¢d chinh 1 ngudi khong biét tir chdi ngudi khéc hay khong,

Chin gir dtng dén phong tra, ¢d bit ngd trong thiy Vién T6 Van ngdi mot minh.

“Xemra chi c6 ching ta dén ding 0. Anh curdi khd mot chit.

Thé Van mién cudng cudi trir mdt cai, ¢o ngdi xudng goc xéo ddi dién anh.

“Coda tlﬁy duge?” Vién T6 Van dot nhién di tléng vao vAn dé, khién Thé Van hoang so.

Anh ubng tach tra Thiét Quan Am rdi n6i: “Chiéu hém d6. Liic ¢b chay trén ¢6 chit bbirdi.”

Anh ta dang tréu choc c6 sao?!

Thé Van kinh ngac nhin anh, di sao di chiing nita Vién T6 Van ciiing khong phai 1 nguoi biét tréu choc.



“Boi vi t6i khong thurong gip nhitng tinh canh xAu hd nhur vay.” C6 tra 1oi thing than,

Anh nhiu maty nhin ¢6, giéng nhur mudn ndi c4i gi nhumg cudi cling chi nhin vai.

C6 ambod nhu khong thiy, cti dau udng ly tra sita bac ha.

“Cong viée thuan loi chir?”” Anh bdng nhién néi sang chuyén khéc, giong diéu ciing khong gay git.

“Ciling duoc.”

“Toi tot nghiép dai hoc xong lién lim tai cong ty ndy.”

C5 hoi kinh ngac, day khong giéng nhur i “phong cach” ciia anh, trude kia & truong héin uon hip tp, nghil &én cai gi thi lim céi d6.

“ung nhin t6i nhr vAy,” dudng nhu héin luon d& dang biét duwoc c6 dang suy nghi g, “Con nguoi & thay d6i, nhit 1 dan 6ng.”

Thé Van so mii, ¢6 chut khong duoc tur nhién.

C6 bdng nhién nhé t6i budi chiu mia hé ndm dy troi d6 mura to, trén hanh lang dai khong mdt bong ngudi, ¢6 va mdt ban hoc nit dang v& tim ap phich
cho hoat dong he ctia doan truong. Toan bd tang trét khong mot bong nguoi, chi co hai co phai virt bo daingd ctia miy dieu hoa & nha, ma ra suc vé
voi trong phong hoc ¢ céi quat dién cii ki kia.

V& xong mau nude, hai c6 dén toilet rira sach dung cu v&, lic di ra, nghe thay bén trong san van dong dbi dién co tiéng bong 1o va cham nit dat.
Ban hoc nit ndi: “Cé ngudi choi bong 16 sa0? C6 thé i doi bong rd hay khong?”

C6 nhin nhiin vai, khong t6 10 y kién. Ni sich duong nhur luon rét d€ dang nay sinh himg tht ddi v6i nam sinh choi bong rd, nhung c6 cam thay diéu d6
thét budn cuoi. nam chu hre ctia doi bong 16 trudng giong nhur 1 siéu sao cua ca truong vay, duoc bao quanh vang sang nhur ngdi sao, nhung ndi toi
ctng —— bon ho cling chi 14 biét choi bong ma thoi.

Xép gon ép phich xong, hai ngudi dong cira ra khoi phong, ban hoc nit n6i: “Néu cho cau chon, cau chon ai trong nim ngudi d6?”

“C6 thé khong chon ngudi nao duge khong?” C6 ra vé dau kho.

“Khong dugc, nhit dinh phai chon.”

“Té khong nghii ra.” C6 ra vé thing thin.

“Nhit dinh phai chon.”

C nghi nghil, thuAn miéng n6i: “Du sao ciing khong phai ki Vién T6 Van ”

C6 chot imbt, boi vi vira ndi xong tén anh, 6 ngAng dAu lién nhin thiy may nguoi trong doi bong 16 tir trong toilet cach d6 mdt mét an hwot di ra, ngudi
dau tién chinh 1a Vién T6 Van.

Anh ciiing ngin ngudi, ¢6 18 nghe dugc cau ndi vira rdi clia c.

C6 bdng nhién hoi sg sét, khong biét anh s& Bmgi. ..

Mot namsinh ¢6 vé nhur i d6i trudng, nhin cudi vo vai Vién T6 Van, ¥ bao anh phai di roi.

Anh liéc c6 mdt cai, sau do di cang liic cang xa.

Cho t6i gid, ¢d déu nghi ring, tai khoanh khéic d6 minh da sinh ra 40 gidc, boi vi, ¢6 nhin thiy vé ton thurong hién 1én trong it anh.
D6 khong phai 1 Vién T6 Van ma c6 uon tudng twong,

Nhung i ny khéc nay, Thé Van nging du nhin ngurdi dan 6ng trude mét da truéng thanh, khong biét, anh con nhé budi chiéu mia hé oi birc kia hay
khong, caundi cd da tirng n6i qua?

Vién T6 Vén ctii dau chdm hira, cau may hit mot hoi, sau d6 nha ra vong khoi tréing qua bén kia.
Anh c6 nhé hay khong ciing khong quan trong,
Bdi vi, bon ho dbi vi nhau ma ni, cho téi bay gio van I nguoi xa la.

T6i muroi hai gity dém, vén bai mi tan, Hang Tur khong dén, Thé Van va Tir Méc li xe vé nha. Tir Mac khong c6 li chiée xe kiéu il lai nho nhin kia,
ma d6i thanh chiéc xe viét da co cong suat manh, lic khdi dong chiec xe phat ra &m thanh am am ning né.



Nura dém trén duong cao téc,’ xe ¢ rat it, nguoi dan theo dubi cam giac tdc do bat dau manh mé nhén ga. Tor Miic von chay vimg vang, gios ddy ¢o
phoéng nhanh duoi kip mdt chiéc xe viét da khac, sau khi chay song song mit lic, Tir Mac bong nhién tang toc chay 1én phia trude.

“Thir bay t6 di.”” Thé Van vira ndi vira thip thom ma deo ddy an toan.

“Chd Tudng Bach Liét. ..” C6 khong thé goi anh ta i “bac si Tudng”, ¢6 phai boi vi ¢6 khong thé thira nhan minh i “bénh nhan'™
“A, t¢ di ngiy hom qua.” Tir Mic noi.

“Ding i, t¢ quén hoi anh ta thu phi thé nao?”

“Khong thu phi.” Tir Méc wvira ndi vira dap chan ga, mit loai cam giac ménh liét ap vao lung,

Chiéc xe phia sau bét ddu nhén coi, nhay dén, Tir Mic khong thém dé v t6i, sudn it lanh king nhin khong ra c6 dang suy nghi céi i

Thé Van ndm chit cai can trén dau, théng qua hinh anh phan quang trong kinh ¢6 nhin thiy chiéc xe phia sau, xe kia dang dudi theo rét nhanh, cai nay s&
khong phai [a “Pua xe” chi. ..

“Ttr Mic, cau ¢ chuyén gi khan cép sao?” Thé Van ciing tré nén cimg ngiic, boi vi ¢d nhin thiy kim ddng hd do tde d6 trong xe da chi dén “140”.

Nhung Tir Méc khong tra 101, khong biét 1 khong nghe thiy hay 1 khong mudn tra 1oi, ¢6 chi i khong ngimg tang tc virot qua chiéc nay toi chiéc kia,
cho dén khi xubng duong cao toe queo vao con dudng trude cira khu chung cur.

Bdng nhién m)t chiéc xe tir bén tréi chay én, théing lai phia trurée xe céc ¢d, Tir Méc dimg xe ngay p tirc, nhung vén khong théing kip m dung phéi,
The Vén gan nhu muon hét am en.

Chiéc xe diing trude bat dén lén, c6 mdt nguoi di xudng, Théng biy oi birc lai miic 4o den, ngudi d6 himg ho di vé phia céc co, sau d6 mdt ban tay dap
Ién cira xe phia Tir Mac. Céch ctra kinh that day, Thé Van nghe dugc Hang Ty dimg do ho to: “Thi Tir Mac, em dién rdi sao?!”

Khoanh khéc nhin thdy rd khu6n mit Hang Tur, ban tay Thé Van von dinh bdm sb <1107 rét cude bo ra.

Hang Ty ding strc mo ctra xe, sau d6 viron ngén tro, chi vao Tir Miéc noi: “Mé ctra!”

Thé Vén kinh ngac nhin hai nguoi trude mt, d6 that sy 1a Hang Tu sao? La Hang Ty ludn ¢ nu cudi quyén ri...

Nhung Tir Miic lanh king nghiém mit, theo théi quen cin mong tay ngon c4i, yén king nhin tay 1i, cho dén khi theo ban niing md khoa cira xe.
Cura lap tirc bi mo ra, Hang Ty ndm léy ¢b 4o cta T Mac kéo ¢d Xuéng Xe.

“Emdién rdi u?! Day an toan ciing khong thit?!”” Anh ta trimg to mét gao thét.

Tt Mic ctmg ngic nhin di noi khéc.

Thé Van voi ving coi ddy an toan xudng xe, tuy rang khong rd vi sao bon ho i nhau, nhung truc gidc ctia ¢6 lo cho Tir Mic.

“Thi Tir Mac!” Thz”iy ¢6 tho 0, Hang Tu viron tay dung strc bop manh khuon niit Tir Mic, cho dén khi cd dau dén chay murée mit.

Thé Van ddy Hang Ty ra, trén mit Tir Miic in 16 ddu ngon tay dén ndi ir mau, Thé Van chot ndi gidn n6i: “Cau ngoai trir biét ding bao hrc thi con biét
lam gi ha? Toi méc ké hai cau ai c6 101 vdi ai, str dung bao luc 1a khong ding!”

Noi xong, co day Tir Méc dang tic gign chay noc mét Ién xe, con minh thi ng01 vao vi tri diéu khién, bat chip ban than con chua 6 bang li xe, ¢6 li
xe vong qua chd Hang Ty dang dtmg ngAn ngurdi, rdi chay vao bai dd xe dudi lu khu chung cur.

Dirng xe, Thé Van nhin thiy sudn mit Tir Mzic con vét bAmrd rét, ¢6 dau long n6i: “Ngudi ndi dién chinh i ciu ta moi ding. ..”

Khudn mit Tar Mic ching c6 biéu cam gi, nurde mit lai cang khong ngimg chay xudng, d6 ciing 3 mdt Tar Mic ma Thé Vén chura timg théy.

hai ngudi trim n¥ic & trén xe thét 1w, cho dén khi Tir Mic ndi: “Di thoi...”

Vao thang may, di th,éng Ién tang ba muroi mot, hai ¢6 van tram mc, khi tiéng “dinh”” quen thudc vang Ién bén tai, ’Thé Van vo vai Tir Mic: “Té khong
bict gitra hai nguoi rot cude da xdy ra chuyén gi, nhung t6 chi muon n6i, ching ta cting khong con la tre con. .. Néu 6 the, hay thir giai quyct van dé
giong nhur ngudi trudng thanh, duoc khong?”

Tir Miic ngo ngic nhin tim bang s6 thang miy, gat dau.



Thé Van khong n6i gi nita, co n6i tam biét 6i ra khoi thang may.
Cénh ctra clmg rén lanh nhu bang khép lai sau kg ¢6, Thé Van nghe duoc tiéng tho' dai trong long minh.

Bon ho déu d hai muoi chin tudi, ciing khong phai khong ao wde tinh yéu, ciing khong phi khong him mo nhimg gia dinh 4m ép, ma ... trong long
moi ngudi nhi€u hodc it déu co noi dau.

N6i dau nay Kkhic sau nhu vay, dén ndi bon ho déu kiét strc, mubn quén di su t0n tai ctia nd. Hoc khong bé cudce, tu nhién cling hoc biét trdn tréanh.
"ﬂ}é Vian mo cira phong, doi dép di trong nha, ¢4 tira lung vao canh cira, cam tlﬁy, minh hoi mét moi. Trong phong 14 mbt manh den 01, co cam thiy
giong nhu dang & du6i day bién sau khong thiy day kia, mot ndi ap lure 8p t6i, khién c6 cam thiy chinh minh sap bi ddm chim. Bong nhién bén tai vang
1én 161 ndi ctia Tudng Bach Liét: c6 cling 1a vi muon nhin dugc sy giip d& cho nén moi tdi noi ndy.

hai tay c6 6m dau, ding vay, c6 khong thé chiu dung duroc cam gide khi nira dém tinh lai mdt minh bi viy quanh trong ¢6 doc. C6 ting nghii ring minh s&
t€ dai, hodc 1a da t€ dai. Nhung c6 khong cd.

C6 van s& bumg tinh tir trong gidc mong, phét hién minh I roi day mt, sau d6 hd hét dudi day long: ciru ctru toi. ..
C6 van khong thé roi khoi “ngudi kia”, c4i nguoi tén 1 “Vién Thé Phan”.

Tiéng chudng di dong bong nhién vang Ién cit qua man dém yén tinh, ky that d6 1 tiéng chudng nhe dang émdiu do ¢ dic biét cai dit, nhung vao gio
khéc nay nghe ra lai choi tai nhur vay.

Thé Vén cdm Iy di dong, |z Hang Ty goi t6i.

“Al6?”

“C5 4y.. .vé& nha rdi?” Giong néi ctia Hang Ty nghe ra ¢6 chit chén chir.

“Um” Thé Van nhin khong duoc tra 1oi méy moc.

“...0,” anh ta nhu 1 tho dai, chi la rét nhe rét nhe, “Camon.”

Sau d6 anh ta lién gac may.

Camon? Camon ci gi? Thé Van tién tay quing di dong én sofa, ¢6 dén ti lanh Iy mot chai nude sudi lanh, ngira dau udng
Dimg ngo ngac mot lic, Thé Van cam Iy di dong tim s6 dién thoai ctia Thach Thy Than, 4n phim goi.
“A 16?” Thach Thu Thin mau chong nhan may.

“Lat6.” Co cam chai nurde sudi ngdi Ién sofa.

“Chuyén gi?”

“... Cau dang im viéc sa0?” C6 doa chinh minh, béi vi hinh nhur ¢6 von khong mudn hoi nhitng 16 ndy, chi ki khong ¢6 cach dudng dot hoi ra nghi vén
trong long, cho nén mdi tam thoi doi thanh cau nay.

Déu dy bén kia truyén dén tiéng lat gidy san sat, Thach Thy Thin né nu cudi diu dang: “Vén dang m viée, nhung bay gio. . Jam xong rdi.”
Thé Van nhin khéng duge nhoén miéng cudi, gidng nhu dugc tiép thém diing khi: “Cau c6 biét. . .chuyén ctia Hang Ty va Tir Mic khong?”

Thach Thu Thin kh& cudi, ¢6 mdt hdi tiéng budc chan, nhur 14 tir chd nay di dén chd khac: “Khong rd Bm, nhung ttr khi ndo cdu quantémdén chuyén
néy vay.’ﬂ

C6 khong mubn néi chuyén ban ndy cho anh ta, vi thé tra 101 qua loa: “Chi | bdng nhién nghi dén nén thuan miéng hoi thoi.”

“Bugc rdi, t6 chi biét gitta bon ho c6 chit phirc tap, cu thé khong 1 Eim giia ching ta chura bao gio n6i vé chuyén ny —— ciu ciing biét, bon ho déu
13 nguoi giitr bi mét rét kin.”

Thé Van thé dai: “Pugc rdi...”

Ngay ca moi ngudi thurdng xuyén gip it ciing khong biét chuyén, ¢d 1 ngudi rdi di bay tam néim ki ¢6 tu céch gi dé biét chir. C6 1§, ngay ca chinh ¢
cting khong 10 rang, rot cudc do 1a sy quan tdm cuia ban be, hay 13 sy nghi hodc tran day to mo.

“Néu co thoi gian rdi suy doan vé nguoi khéc, khong bang quan tAm ban than nhiéu hon.” Gigng diéu ciia Thach Thy Than khong biét 1 nghiém tic hay
tréu choc.



“T¢?” Trong long Thé Vin hoang hdt, nhung van manh miéng n6i, “Té tot im.”
“That khong. .. Nghe ni hién tai cdu va Vién T6 Van im cing mot cong ty.”

C6 kinh ngac nhin chai nuréc sudi trong tay, khong biét vi sao anh ta chuyén sang dé tai khac, hon nita. . . hinh nhu 1 doi rt lau, 16t cude doi duoc co hdi
hoi ¢d.

“Um, thi sa0?”

“Khong co6 gi...” Anh ta cudi khé mot tiéng, “Chi I3 mubn nhiic nhd cdu cn thin mdt chit.”

“Cén thin cai gi?” C6 c6 cam gidc mau dang dong lai.

Thach Thy Than trAm miic trong chdc lt, mi néi: “Khdng c6 gi, anh ta khong phai i ngudi d& tréu choc, thé thoi”

Anh ta dudng nhur nhin manh hai chit “thé thoi”, sau d6 ngap mot cai, noi: “Pa khuya rdi, nén di ngi di, t& ciing mudn két thiic cong viée sém mot chit
dé dingn.”

“0...” Thé Van ru i tra 16i mot cau.

“Cubi tuan di xem phim khong?”” Giong ndi ctia anh ta bong nhién nhe nhang hoi.
“N6i vay 1 dinh r6i?”

“Um...”

“Ngingon.”

“Tambiét.”

Thé Van tat di dong, ném sang mot bén, uéng nﬁy ngum nudc Ung yc.

Khong biét tai sao, tat ca moi ngwdi déu thay doi. Trd nén khép kin, dudng nhur ¢di ong mbi ngudi déu day tim sw, mubn noi lai thoi. ROt cude B vi
sa0? Chuyén nay rot cudc 1a thé nao?

Bon ho déu da hai muoi chin tudi, bén ngoai thi yén on, nhung ndi tm lai khat vong dot phé, lun cd y biu hign minh & nguoi timg trai m sanh doi,
nhung ky that so voi moi ngudi déu kht vong bao vé mot phan hon nhién. Bay 1a bon ho, trong long tran ngdp xao dong va bat an, giong nhur bon ho s&
biing n6 bat ctr lic ndo, trén ngd tu dudng cta cude doi, bon ho khong tim thay phurong hudng,

C6 dimg day di vao toilet, md voi nurde, trong voi duge it trdi chiéu roi i dong nurde dm ap vd vao khuén mit, co nging dau, trong khoang thoi gian
ngan cd khong 16 minh dang & London hay Ia Thuong Hai.

Qua vai gy, c6 m6i y thirc duoc, minh dang ¢ Thurong Hai. Thanh pho ndy timg chimg kién ¢ trrong thanh, nhin tlny hanh phiic va niém vui ctia ¢,
cting nhin thay dau khé va nurée mit ctia ¢6. Hién gioy, n6 lai nhin thiy mot c6 mau thun, hoang mang, do dur, khong biét phai lam sao.

Ngay ca ¢ ciing khong biét im gi cho ban than minh.
2.2
Budi sang cudi tudn, Thé Van thirc ddy som, boi vi hom nay 1 ngay co di gip Tuong Bach Liét.

Tudng Bach Liét vin moi ¢d ubng sita, trén ban van 1 quyén s6 vira I6n vira dy duoc It sang trang mi, anh ta viét Ién goc trai cia td gidy ngaty Thang
cung vdi tén tieng Anh vit tat ctia cd.

“Mot tudn nay cd thé ndo?” Tudng Bach Liét ra sau ban im viée ngdi xubng, bt diu ubng sira.

«..Ciing 6n.” Thé Van nhin vai.

“Néu nhét dinh phai tra 101 ‘t5t’ hodc khéng tot’, dép 4n cta c6 | gi?”

Co ndm & trén glqé, nhin trin nha trude mit, chin chd ndi: “Tét. .. Puoe rdi, so v6i tuln trude thi d& hon rit nhiéy, cho nén t6i cam thay nén goi la “tot.”
“Good news!” Tuéng Bach Liét dat hop sira xudng, tir trén ban cam By it kinh khong gong, deo lén.

Thé Van nhin anh ta, nhin khong roi mét, cho dén khi anh ta ciing nhin c6.



“Sao thé?” Anh ta hoi.

“Khong ¢6 gi... chi i cam thiy, khi anh deo kinh ¢6 gi d6 khéc biét.”

Anh ta troi cuoi khé 4i: “Toi ciing cam thy ¢6 ¢6 chit khac biét ddy.”

“Lan trude mit kinh cta t6i dua di stra, cho nén e nhin ¢6 nhur B ‘ngéim hoa trong swong’, an niy thi 16 rang hon.”” Anh ta nheo mit trong rét dep trai.
Thé Van cam thiy mét minh hoi d6, ¢6 bén che ddy bang cach udng sita.

“Puoc 1di,” Tudng Bach Liét ndi, “Toi nghil ching ta c6 thé bét dau.”

“Um...”

“Nhur vy, tuan ndy c6 con nammo giéng nhur 1an trude da noi khong?”

Thé Van gt dau: “Cé mdt lan, khong nhé 3 hom ndo, Jin ndy 1 mdt ngudi ngoai quic, toc vang mét xanh, tén 1 Linda.”

Anh ta huyt séo: “Wow, I ngudi dep sao, voc dang thé nao.”

C6 cuodi e dau: “Toi quén roi, tht sy quén rdi, toi nghi d6 khong phai 1 trong diém trong gidc mo cia toi.”

“Puoc rdi,” anh ta cling curdi noj, “LAn sau khi nim mo nh& dé y giip t61 mot chit.”

“... PBugc.”

“Hién tai toi c6 mdt vin d&, van dé rit nho, hy vong c6 c6 thé tra 1i toi.”

U™

“Cb c6 tirng mo thiy ngudi chi ctia ¢6 khong?”

Trong dau Thé Van hién lén rét nhiéu doan ngin, giéng nhur bang ghi hinh chay nhanh, khong ngimg phat ra nhitng hinh anh khong lién quan dén nhau.
“C6...c6.” Long ban tay ¢ d6 day md hoi.

“Sau khi sy vi€c xay ra?”’

“C6 mo thdy gi?”” Anh ta bdng nhién nhin ¢, nhin ¢6 hét strc cham chy, anh niit diu dang ma binh tinh, giong nhu dang an i tim hon dau khd ca co.
Mo gibng thé. .”

“Gidng thé?”

“Ciing 1a tam biét, chi 4y tam biét t6i, bao toi phai séng that tot. ..”

“Cb ¢6 tra 1i co Ay khong?”

Anh miit Thé Van vén nhin chiim chim én tran nha, gio ddy chuyén sang Tuong Bach Liét: “Tra 16i? Toi khong. . . khong biét. ... khong nhord...”
Anh ta nhin chfimchémguong mit ctia ¢d, mot Iat saw, 19 ra ny cuoi diu dang; “Co mo nﬁy lan?”

“Chi c6 mpt an.”

“Puoc 10i, quan diém ctia ti 13, ¢6 1§ ¢ khong ngimg mo vé nhitng nguoi xa la, 1 vi ¢ trong tiém thirc ¢6 rat hdi han da khong tra 1o ¢o Ay, khong noi
ra 101 c6 mudn ndi véi cd ay.”

Thét 1 nhu vay sao? Thé Vén khong khoi cudi kho.
“T6i cho c6 mdt dé nghi.”

‘ﬁm LR}

“Néu 1an sau lai mo v& ngudi xa la, ngoai trir gitp t6i chi y voc dang, ciing mong c6 hdy néi i minh nudn néi véi ddi phurong coinhu 1a dang néi



v6i chi ¢ vay. C6 thé chir?”
Nu cudi ctia anh ta diu dang ma kién dinh, dén ndi lim cho Thé Van nhin khong duoc mi gat dau.

Lic ndy day, khi Tuong Béch Liét n6i thoi gian chdm dirt, dong hd trén trong cho thiy bon ho da trd chuyén duge mot tiéng rudi. Thé Van suy ngh,
dieundy cd tinh 1a diémbéo c6 dan dan cd su chuyén bién tot dep chang?

“Ding 10i,” trurde khi di, Tuong Bach Liét néi, “Toi mudn giao cho co mdt bai tp vé nha.”

o

“Lan sau néu c6 lai mo thiy ngudi xa la, by thir quén tén ctia ngudi d6. Puoc khong?”

Thé Van chan chd “U* mot tiéng, khong hiéu dwoc dung ¥ ciia anh ta. Nhung néu anh ta d4 n6i nhur vay, thir mot chit ciing khong sao.

Chiéu nay, Thé Van chdng choi anh nang choi chang mé luyén tap quay xe hai tiéng dong ho, khong biét c6 phai boivi 61 hom do 1ai xe ciia Tir Mic, o
ban dAu vn quen di bén tri, dan dan co cam gidc di bén phéi. Vé mit nghiém tic ciia hun luyén vién da diu xudng dudi thoi oi birc ctia mia he.

Bubi tdi von di hen Thach Thy Than di xem phim, nhung anh ta nhat thoi goi dién thoai n6i mudn ddi ngay, thé | Thé Van lai dén nha hang in trude gip
duoc Vién T6 Van.

C6 van ngdi tai vi tri il trong goc, goi i @6 an xong, 4nh mét bat giac w6t nhin mot vong quanh nha hang, khong co, khong c6 bt cir guong myit quen
thudc ndo. C6 ril mit xudng, nghi rang, chéic i khong ai mudn tr6 lai noi da tirmg cam thay khong thoai mai, cho du thirc &n noi d6 rit ngon.

“T6i ¢6 thé ngdi day khong?”

Thé Van nging d4u, kinh ngac néi khong ra Ioi.

Vién T Van ngdi xubng dbi dién 6, thao kinh rim xudng dat 1én ban, anh ra hiéu ngudi phuc vu cAm mot cai gat tan lai ddy.
“Mot phﬁn comga, cdmon.” Lic anh ndi “cadmon”, cling khong c6 bao nhiéu thanh y, chi 1a mdt 101 két thic lich sur.

Thé Van kinh ngac nhin anh, ha mdm mu6n n6i i lai bi anh gianh trrdc:

“Chc 1 ¢6 dén mdt minh nhi.”

“Néu t6i n6i khong phai, anh s& ngdi ban khéac sao?”’

Vién T6 Vén so miti, khong tra 101 vin d& nay, ma 1 binh tinh n6i: “Khong phai c6 da xuit ngoai u, sao lai dot nhién tré v&.”
Thé Van mip may mdi, rat khong mudn tra 16, nhung cudi cling van néi may moc: “Du sao ciing phai tro v&. ..

Anh hoi nheo it nhin ¢6, hinh nhur ¢6 tAm sy, lai giong nhu dang ngin nguoi.

Mi dng Thé Van da goi dugc bung én, ¢d cam Jiy bd do an, ra hiéu véi Vién T6 Van, anh Bp tirc lim tur thé “moi”, sau do Ty ra mdt hop thude 1, bét
dau md hop hi hody.

C6 ding khée mit nhin cham chii diéu thudc trong tay anh, dur dinh mot khi anh cam thude hit, ¢6 s& trung ra khuon nit dimg dén néi: “Xin 181, toi rét
de y nguoi khac hit thuoe.”

Nhung mé, Vién T6 Van chi ngim nghia hop thude, khong néi gi ciing khong lim gi
Mt It sau, anh bdng nhién néi: “Toi nhd ¢d con cé mdt ngudi chi song sinh?”’

Thé Van kinh ngac ngAng dAu, quén di moi thir vira rdi v& thube 14, mi dng trong miéng khong biét ¢6 phai bi ngam trong nurde trong qué lu khong, mii
vi hoi chua rat kho an.

“Um...” C6 qua loa Ién tiéng, cti d4u tiép tuc an dd trong dia, bén trong c6 bong cai xanh mé ¢d ghét nhét, nhung ¢6 hoan toan khong dé ¥ t6i.
C6 & ¢6 c6 thé ndi chuyén vé Thé Phan voi Tudng Bach Liét, nhung khong ¢6 cach nio néi voi bét cir ai khéc.

“Vi sao ¢ ludn c6 vé mit dé phong dbi véi t6i vay?”” Vién TO Van ndi tring ra, dong thoi nhin thing c6, hop thudc 14 trén tay ciing dimg lai.
“C6 sao...” Cd nodi theo truc giac, khong dam nhin anh.

“C6.” Anh n6i nhu dinh déng cot.

“C6 thé 1a do. ... Toi c6 chitng so hi dan ong” Cau tra 101 clia c0 rit guwong gao, nhung n d6 B mdt cai ¢6 rét tt, boi vi ngay ca chinh ¢6 ciing bat dau



cam thiy minh i vy.
Vién T6 Van nhin c6, khong n6i gi, anh bdng nhién curdi r 1én, curdi dén mirc 16 ra nép nhin noi khoe niit, cudi dén mire cdi bo vé vo tinh ban dau.
“Sao thé...” Thé Vén dimg niia trong tay.

“Khong ¢6 gi....” Hinh nhur anh cudi rat vui vé, vi khong mudn lim 6 ing tiing, anh quay dau sang hudng khac nhung nu cudi trén it vin khong ngimg
lai.

Con nguoi ky quai!
Thé Van ctii dAu ding niia choc mi dng, trong long c6 phén tirc gian.

Lic ndy, com ga Vién T6 Van d3 goi ciing dwoc mang Ién, bon ho khong n6i gi nita, tir 3n thirc &n ctia minh, tré thanh mdt bita tdi trAm king. Thé Van
1én nhin ngurdi dan 6ng doi dién, anh khdng cudi nita, dudng nét trén mat cling diu dang hon.

Khi tinh tién, ngwdi phyc vu rét tw nhién di dén bén canh Vién T6 Van, anh ciing rét tw nhién thanh toan. Thé Van vn trim mic, c6 khong dinh tré ticn,
hén 1a anh du kha nang moi mdt bita may chuc &, néu voi vang chia thanh toan voi anh, ngugce lai co chut chang ra gi.

“Budi tdi c6 thé moi t6i xem phim khong?”” Anh bdng nhién noi.

“7* C6 tudng rang minh nghe Am

“T6i moi ¢d an com, dir sao ¢d ciing nén biéu hién chit di.”” Vé niit anh khong gidng dang ndi dila, nhung ciing khong phai tht sy nghiém tiic.
“Hay t6i mdi anh ngdi xe.” Thé Van chim chii nhin vao d6i mit anh, Ay tién trong vi dat 1én ban, rdi ddy vé phia anh.

Vién T6 Van deo kinh ram, ddy tién tr& vé: “Khong can, t6i mudn xem phim.”

Két qua, Thé Van ham hire nhin bong ngd trong tay, bon ho van i dén xem phim

“Thi ndy...” Vién T6 Van thao kinh rAm xubng, nhin bong ngd, “An ngon khong? Toi thue sy khong hiéu. ..”

N6i xong, anh dua vé cho nhan vién kiém tra. Thé Van tron mét hi mdm di theo phia sau anh: nhung ms, bong ngd nay 1 do anh ta mua rdi nhét viao
trong tay c6 co ma. ..

Phim bit dau chiéu, Thé Van khong ngo Vién T6 Van lai chon phim hoat hinh hai hude, khén g I6n nho trudc sau déu theo tinh tiét ctia b phim cudi
dén nga nghiéng ngd ngira. Trong bong dém, ¢6 kn nhin swon mt cta anh, anh dang cudi, cuoi dén ngde nghéch, khong phai la Vien To Van mit khong
¢0 biéu tinh.

Bdng nhién, anh hinh nhwr cam gidc duoc anh niit ctia ¢6, anh quay dau cudi néi: “Thé ndo, khong budn cudi sao?”

Trong nhay mit mét ¢6 d6 hyng, nhung may ma noi ndy 1a rap chiéu phim.

C6 cudi hai tiéng “ha ha” c6 16, xemnhur tan thanh, Vién T6 Van khong dé y dén ¢ nita, anh lai nhin man hinh In cudi rd kén.

C6 hoi cong khoe miéng, that sur budn cudi chinh 1 anh thi co.

Khi két thic by phim di ra thi da d mudi rudi, Thé Van dem bich gidy trong réng quing vao thing rac, c6 quay ngudi lai, Vién T Van van dimg tai chd
cho ¢d, anh mit sang ngoi.

C6 hoi chin chir, bdng nhién trong long sinh ra ndi xung dong mudn xoay ngudi bo chay, nhung cudi cling, 6 van ing ting gat dau di qua.
“Can t6i dura c6 vé nha khong?” Vién T6 Van hoi.

“Khong. . khong can dau...” C6 tra 1oi ngap ngimg

Vién T Van biu mdi, ¢6 chit krdi biéng “Umi” mit tiéng, khong noi gi nita.

C5 bdng nhién cam thiy dong tic bin mdi ctia anh rét tré con, khong gidng véi Vién T6 Vén & trong 4n turong ctia ¢6, mdt dc ma biét biu mbi? C6 nghi
nghi, nhin khong duoc cudi rd En.

“Cudi cai gi?”” Anh nghi hozc nhin co.
“Khong c6 gi...” Thé Van bt chude anh quay du sang hudng khéc, khée miéng van con 1o y cuoi.

Ra khoi rap chiéu phim, Vién T6 Vén dit hai tay vao tii, noi: “Trén duong trd vé cén than.”



“0...” Thé Van cam thiy bau khong khi nay hoi ky la, cho nén c6 khong dam nhin vao nit anh.

“Thé thi, tam biét.”” Anh hoi cti ddu, mudn nhin thy rd rang thir trong mét 6.

“Tambiét...” C6 so tdi mirc lui vé sau miy budc, vAy tay rit cimg nhic, rdi xoay ngudi chay di, khong lo t6i phia d6 c6 phai 1 huréng vé nha khong,
€6 don gian chi mudn chay trén, thoat khoi nguoi dan ong kia.

V& phin vi sao, c6 ciing khong biét.

Sang som thir hai nhiét 46 d 1én dén 35 do, cho nén khi Thé Vén budc vao van phong, c6 4o dimg che khuat hon nira cai ¢d c6 vé thu hit sy cha y cia
nguoi khac.

C5 kh& cau may, mét tw nhién gii sau gay, & d6 c6 mdt méng da 16n g do, ¢6 khong biét khi ndo 3n bong cai xanh thi giy di tmg,
La lic ndo nhi? C6 bt déc di suy doan, nhung m sao ciing khong nho ra.

Carol thong béo cho ¢ muroi gidr hop, nhung ¢6 chang ¢6 tim trang lam viée, ludn cam thiy khé chiu khong biét tai sao, 14 vi lién quan dén di timg
chang?

Muoi gio kémndm, o camquyén so di vao phong hop, vira ngAng dau thi thiy Vién T6 Van mdt minh hi hody véi iy chiu, tay 40 somi tréng tily tién
xan Ién toi khuyu tay, trong hoi 16i théi, nhung cling rat. .. diing v6i phong cach ctia anh. C6 chi c6 thé diing cau nay dé hinh dung v& anh, con mdt tir
khéc da bi ¢6 ding sirc virt ra sau dau.

“Khong ngd,” khudn mét anh & phia sau laptop, khong nhin thiy biéu tinh trén méit, “Ngwdi dén sém, ciing chi ¢6 hai ching ta.”

Thé Van mép méay mdi, tim mdt chd it bi cht y nhét ngdi xudng, ¢6 chinh 1 “tai mét” khi sép khong & ddy, t6t nhat dimg gdy ra sw chay.

C6 & vi ¢b khong tra 14, anh 16 d4u tir phia sau méy tinh nhin co.

Thé Van nhin anh mdt c4i, khong dugc tur nhién ma kéo ¢b 4o, ¢ 40 somi niy d& thdy nhur vAy w, ngay ca Vién Té Van ciing chi y toi.

Khudn niit anh lai i ra sau may tinh, 4m thanh hoi budn bure: “Ngay d6 ¢6 vé mdt minh khong c6 viée gi chir.”

“Khong sao.” C6 mo sb ra, It sang mdt tor gidy tring, viét Ién ngay hom nay.

“C6 d6i khi,” anh dirg mot chitt, “Con gai khong can phai biéu hién kién cuong dén vay thi tot hon. ..”

C6 nghi hogc nhin khudén mét anh che Kkhuét boi may tinh, khong 10 vi sao anh ddt nhién n6i nhu vay.

“B6i vi....”” Anh khong ndi tiép, nguyén nhan 1 do chi thur ky c6 thai ctia anh dang bé hai chdng tu liéu di vao.

Anh dtmg dy don Iy tur liéu tir trong tay chi thu ky rdi dat 1én ban, ¢ chit oan trach n6i: “Khéng phai da néi véi chi dimg mang nhitng vat ning sao.”
Trong nhéay miit Thé Van kinh ngac nhin bon ho, dy 14 Vién T6 Van ni ¢ quen biét d6 sao? Mot Vién T6 Vén biét quan tim dén nguoi khac?

Chi thu ky bung to ning it kinh trén miii: “Ai bao cau binh thurong & trong cong ty ndi tiéng hung di, khong ai chiu thé chd cua t6i, bang khong toi da
nghi som rdi, phai biét ring t6i da ba muroi im tudi, 1an trude kiém tra bac sinéi huyét 4p cuia t6i lai ting cao.”

“D6 [ boi vi chi n nhiéu lai khong van dong chit sao...” Vién T6 Van chun miii.
“O, thing nhoc thdi tha ndy, con dam tranh luén.”
Thé Vén bt gidc so sau gay, khong biét hai ngudi trurde it ai dir hon ai.

Chi thur ky chém cham xoay ngudi, hinh nhu mi thinh finh phét hién mdt ngwoi nhu Vién Thé Van dang ngdi, vé mit hing ho ban dau ip tirc ddi thanh
Kkhudn mit twroi cudi than thiét: “Co 1?2

“Thur ky mdi ctia phé giam dde.” Vien T Van giai thich, rdi chi ngudi phu nit ¢ thai ndi voi Thé Van, “Shelly.”

Thé Van cudi trir, nhung chic hin ¢6 chit guong gao, boi vi Shelly dang quan sat ¢6 tir trén xudng dudi mot cach tuong tan,

Céc dong nghiép thoang cai ni dudi nhau vao, ¢6 nhin dong ho trén tuong, mudi giv, Vién To Van va Shelly ban ron phan phét tur liéu, sau dé cude hop
bat dau. Vién T6 Vén dimg truée man anh miy chicu lién tue néi v tinh hinh tiéu thu va t6n kho gan déy, c6 chang nghe vao cau ndo, tur liéu trong tay
da c6 ban tiéng Anh, cho nén ¢6 giong nhu mot nguoi du thira, tha ho ma ludi bieng,

Vira rdi anh ndi gi nhi? Con gai khong can phai biéu hién kién cuong dén vay thi tot hon, boi vi. ..



Bi vi sao?
Tiéng dong xung quanh trd nén khi c6 khi khong, suy nghii ctia ¢6 da bay dén thét lau trude kia.

D6 la mot bucn chiéu mia hé oi birc trong op, thay gi4o & trén buc giang rdt cude dang giang cai gi cd hoan toan khong ¢6 4n tuong, bdi vi cd dang ngi,
mi it néing né m sao ciing khong cang 1én ndi.

Bdng nhién sau rng c6 nguoi chot c6 mot cai, rat dau, vi thé c6 lap tirc tinh tio lai, vira mudn ndi nong thi nhin thiy thiy giao dang nhin ¢6 chdm cham
v6i vé nghi hodc, ¢6 voi vang ngdi thing hung, vé mit tap trung tinh than.

Thiy giéo tiép tuc giang bai, Thé Van king I& voi tay ra sau kg, xoa nh¢ chd bj dau. C6 ¢6 y virt biit xudng dat, khom hung nhat Fy, nhan co hdi quay
dAu nhin —— Vién T6 Van?

MEit anh khéng chit thay d6i nhin 1én byc gidng, hai tay budng thdng hai bén, vé mit binh tinh.

Qua vai gidy, hinh nhur i cam nhén dugc anh mit ctia ¢6, anh quay dau nhin ¢6, giong nhu dang hoi vi sao ¢6 ngdy ngdc nhin minh.

Trong nhay mit, Thé Van khong thé khéing dinh, ngudi nay chura timg qua lai véi ¢6 sao lai chot sau lung ¢6 chir?

Thé I ¢6 nhit but Ién, yén king nhin buc giang, bit dau khong tap trung —— tura nhur gidr phut ndy, ¢6 cti dau, nhin chdm chim quyén so.

Bdng nhién ¢6 nhd t6i timg 6 ngudi n6i véi cd thé ndy: so trurdng ciia cau chinh B hay mét tap trung, bt ¢l lic ndo hay chd ndo, cho dit bén canh co
ngudi cam dao chém voi nhau, cau ciing c6 thé khong coi aira gi ma lo dang, diém nay that su khien nguoi ta rat kham phuc. ...

€6 khong khoi cudi r 1én, vira nging dau lai dung phai 4nh it nghi hodc ctia Vién TS Van.

C6 voi vang thu hdi ny cudi, gia v tap trung tinh thin nhin tu iéu trong tay, gidng nhur budi chiéu mia hé oi birc kia & trong 1p.
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Sau hom dua xe dién cudng lan trude, Thé Van vén chua gip lai Tir Méc, ¢6 khong mudn di tim Tir Méc mi ch ¢d dén tim minh. Néu Tir Mic dén
day, c6 & chimg t6 rang khong c6 viéc gi dau?

Nhung Tir Méc vin khong t6i, Thé Van bdng nhién cam thy c6 don, minh ¢6 di siéu th mua chai rrou vang, chinh a nhan higu lan trude Tir Mac moi
¢0 uong. Ca phong chi bat mdt chiéc dén ban nhd, c6 cam ly rugu ding trude cira s6, tir tang 31 nhin xuong, moi thir trong c6 vé nhd bé.

Vi sao thiéu Ttr Mic ¢6 lai cam thiy c6 don chir, khong phai trudc ddy ¢ ciing rat c6 don sao?

C dén trude laptop nm trén ban, mo trang web, nhdp chudt vai c4i, mot giong néi quen thudc lai truyén dén:

“Khong bit vi sao tudn ndy trdi qua rét nhanh, Thur L) lai durge gip moi ngwoi, dAu tién xin béo véi moi nguoi mdt tin tot, hop thur riéng ciia 0i rét cude
da duoc dua vao str dung trén trang web dai phat thanh, céc vi thinh g udn am tham lang nghe Chwong trinh, néu c6 gi muodn néi voi Thur Lo, xin hiy
true tiép giri email cho t6i nhé.

Tuan nay thoi tiét tai New York rat ky la, lic d4u rat oi birc, nhung sau méy trin mira to tim i thi nhiét 6 bdng nhién ha xudng, khong biét noi moi
ngudi dang nghe dai dang trai qua thoi tiét nhur the nao? Toi rat hy vong ban bé ¢ chiu Uc dang nghe Churong trinh trén infernet c6 the cting chia s¢ vi
t01 hinh anh dap nguoi tuyét, dé cho moi ngurdi ching t6i dang & Béac ban cau dudi anh anh ning chéi chang cam nhan duge sy mat mé clia bong tuyét.”

Chau Uc sao? Thé Van nhdp mdt ngum ruou, trén man hinh dién tir chinh gitta may diéu hoa hién thi nhiét do bén trong i 20 d6, d6 1 nhiét d6 binh
thuong vao miia he tai London. Thi ra mia ndy ciing c6 nguoi dang song trong troi bang dat tuyet day.

“Trudc tién hily doc mdt bire thur do mot thinh gia giri t6i, nhung t6i mubn xen vao mit cau trude, ddy i birc thur dAu tién cta thinh gia ma t6i nhin duoe
tir khi Chuong trinh phét séng vao Thang 5 namnay. Khi dao dién dra birc thur cho 61, t0i vira ngac nhién vira mimg 1&, boi vi da rét nhidu nam chira
¢6 ai gl thur viét tay cho t0i, trén trang web van chua thiét lap hom thur dién tir cho t6i, tir hai Théng sau khi phat song, day I 1in d4u tién nhén duoc
phan hdi ciia thinh gia, vi thé trude hét Thr Lo mudn cam on vi thinh gia ky tén k. .. “Van dam phong khinh’.””

Van dam phong khinh? Thé Vén nhin v& phia xa xa, thip thoang c6 bong dang cta thép truyén hinh Minh Chau Phirong Pong,

“Chdng ti thudng ndi, t6i i mdt ngudi ¢é tri nhd khong tot, nhung khi t6i nhan dugc birc thu ndy, t6i bdng nhién nhd t6i mdt ngudi, cho nén trude tién
61 mudn hoi, ban ¢6 phai B “Van dam phong khinh’ da timg tro chuyén vai t6i trong Churong trinh tam biét “BPuong sach thénh thang’ khong? Néu dung
vy, rat cam on ban da un ting ho, trong long t6i rit cam dong, ciing ¢6 rat nhiéu 1oi mubn néi véi ban, nhung chong t6i ciing s& Eing nghe Chuong trinh
ndy, vi vy ban hity 4m tham giri cho t6i cach thirc lién lac voi ban vao hom thur da dugc cong bd trén trang web nhé ngoai ra thun tién giri luon
tAm anh chan dung, t6t nhét B ghi 16 chiéu cao can ning ciing véi ba vong camon.”

“Chi dua mbt chit thoi,” Gigng noi cta Thu Lo émdu nh‘¢ nhé}ng, tua nhu lan gi(’)’trong lanh, “Trong thu ban ndi, ‘Mudn keo, nhung béi vi khong c6
duoc keo rm di thu thap giay gbi keo, loai ngum fui ma cau, rot cudc ]a ngoc nghéch hay dang gian...’, ban d cho t6i sy Ira chon kha it nhi chico
hai ngoc nghéch hay 1a dang gidn. Toi muon noi, thit ra I3 wira ngdc nghéch lai con dang gidn day!”




Thé Van ngac nhién nhin rurgu trong ly, day 1 Tao Thu Lo sao? Tao Thu Lo timg n6i chuyén ém tai kia.

“Nhung t6i lai khong thé khong noi, didu ndy cling 6 chit déng yéu,” giong diéu ctia Thur Lo hinh nhwr mang theo chit bét ddc di, “Bi vi, ban c6 chép
véi keo nhur vay, su co chap dé khién moi nguroi kham phyc.”

“Khong phéi sao? Chiing ta déu thich keo, nhung néu khong c6 duoc keo, rét nhidu | NGOl 8 muon banh ngot, ca phé, qua cam, takoyaki (banh bach
tudt nuréng), van van. Boi vi khong phai ai cling thém mudn keo, ciing khong phai moi nguoi déuch chap voi mot thir gi d6, mdt su viéc ndo do, hoac
1a...mdt ngudi ndo d6. Toi nghil, 6 ddi khi hiy thir khoan dung mdt chit, dbi xtr v6i ngudi khac nhur d6i voi chinh minh.”

Thé Van khong c6 nghe dén phéan sau Chirong trinh ctia Thu Lg, béi vi ¢b phat hién hinh anh phan chiéu ctia minh trén cira kinh da roi & day mit.

C5 lau mrdc mit Ian nay i lan khéc, nhung Bm sao ciing khong lau sach. P4 rat iu c6 khong khoc nhur vay, cho di & chd ciia Tuong Bach Liét ciing
khong co.

Di dong bdng nhién vang kén, c6 khong dé y t6i, nhung ngwoi kia hinh nhur rét kién tri, 6 6t cudc im cho minh binh tinh tro lai, c0 tiép dién thoai, khong
ndira chir “A 167, chi lang Iing chd ngudi bén dau day bén kia mo 1oi trude.

Nhung nguoi kién tri kia hinh nhu biét dwoc gi d6, ciing yén king doi ¢6, qua mdt hdi liu m6i ndi: “Vién. . . Thé Van?”
“Um” C6 twong giong miii ctia minh nhit dinh rat néng,

“T6i i Vién T6 Van.” Gigng n6i ciia anh 6 chit ning né.

Thé Van ndm ly di dong, diéu chinh cam xtic mdt chut, m6i ndi: “Sao anh biét sb dién thoai ctia t61?”

“Bang lién lac ctia nhan vién.” Hin n6i ngiin gon.

“... Anh c6 chuyén gi?”

Anh khong c6 tra 161, hoi nguoc lai: “Co dang. . .khoc sao?”

“_..” Miiii Thé Van cay cay, nuréc mét vira mudn chay xubng, nhung c6 hit su vai lan, r6t cude 6n dinh lai.
“Puoc 10i,” anh dudng nhur hoi bbi r6i, “Thét ra ti ¢ hai vé xem phim, cho nén mudn héi ¢o...”

“...” C06 khong noi gi.

“Coi nhur t6i chura hoi, hay [ ¢6. . tiép tuc di.” Khong ngd Vién T6 Van ciing ¢6 lic nira duong bo cude.

[T3E 1]

“... La phim hai u?”

Ngudi kia ban ddu khong nhan dugc cau tra 1i cam thiy rat xdu hd, anh mang theo vé nghi hodc noi: “Dling vay.”
“May gior bt dau.” Ho hip ctia ¢6 van c6 chit khong thoai méi.

“Chin gio.”

C6 néng tay nhin dong hd, con nira tiéng nita.

“Van i chd lan tru¢e?”

“Um” Vién T6 Vén tra 1oi ngap ngimg

“Toi s& dén ding gi.” N6i xong, cd gac dién thoai.

C0 ngang dau, nhin dnh phan chiéu ctia minh trén ctra kinh, giong nhur tré nén rat xa la, d6 khong phai  Vién Thé Van ma c6 biét. Vién Thé Van kia
ciing khong dé dang bang long véi nguoi khac.

B6 phim hai nay rat budn cuoi, boi vi tiéng cudi ctia khan gia xung quanh déu rt to, Thé Van vung trém liéc nhin nguoi dan ng bén canh, swdn mit ctia
anh rat nghiém tdic.

“Thé nao, khong buon cudi sao?” Thé Van cudi hoi.

Vién T6 Van cudi guong hai tiéng ¢6 18, xem nhur tan thanh.



Thé Van khong kiém ché dugc cudi 1o 1én, 16ng mi bién thanh hinh chit bat (/\) , khong phai vi bd phim dang chiéu trén man hinh Ion, m | vi ngudi dan
ong bén canh nay.

Vién T Van quay dau vé mit ngd vire nhin ¢6, giéng nhur dang hoi: chuyén gi budn cudi nhur vay?

C6 lo dénh Fic dAu, boc bong ngd bo vao trong miéng, tiép tuc nhin man hinh 16n cudi rd én.

Néu co thé, ¢b hy vong mdi phit mdi gidy ctia minh déu c6 thé gitr dwoc nu cudi nhur vdy.

Khi bd phim két thiic, Thé Van di quing hop gidy dung bong ngd, c6 xoay ngudi, Vién To Van ngo ngic nhin ¢d, van khong nhiic nhich.
“Anh chin giita duong nhur vdy, rt d& bi ngudi ta khinh bi.” C6 nhéc nho.

Vién T6 Vén nhéch khée miéng, khong ndi gi.

“Sao khong néi chuyén.”” C6 hoi.

Vién T6 Van mat tur nhién cio toc: “Toi tudng ring ¢b s& khong dén day.”

“...Vén Ia khong t6i, “ c6 ding mot chit, “Nhung anh da n6i i phim hai, cho nén toi nghi. . .cir dén di.”
“Nhur vy két qua, 6 c6 cam thy hai hude khong?”

“Um” C6 ¢b ging 16 ra nu cudi sang lan.

Vién T Van nhin ¢, duong nhu dang suy tu. C6 nghi ring didu anh puén 16i, ¢6 18 s& hoi co dai loai nhur ¢6 mubn dua vé khong, nhung anh khong co,
chi [a cting c6 sdng vai r¢i khoi rap chiéu phim, tan bg trén duong pho.

“Cb biét khong, hinh nhu Shelly rét thich c6.” Anh chot ndi khong dau khong dudi.

“O...” Thé Van ling ting, “That sao...”

“Um, hdm d6 sau khi hop xong tré v&, chi Ay ndi réng ‘co thur ky méi ctia phd giam dde that s 6t hon thur ky hdi trude nhiéw’.”

C5 cudi kho, minh ¢ dirc hanh gi ma dwoc nguoi khac tan thuong chi, ¢d chi i mdt nhan vién nho thurong xuyén mét tip trung trong cude hop.
“Sau d6 t6i lién hoi chi dy,” anh néi tiép, “Lam thé nio ma chi dira ra két lun nay?”

“Chi 4y diing loai giong diéu hur vo md mit néi: ‘Boi vi, nhitng ngudi nhin cau hdi trude, trong dnh niit luén binh than mang theo vé ngdng cudng, lanh

nhat lai khong mt di sy cudn hiit, trong vé méit ho hitng xen 1an ngai nging, gidng nhu dan xen gitta binh tinh va nhiét tinh. . .".

Thé Vin bt cudi nhin ngudi dan ong trude mit, khi anh bét chude Shelly that s ¢6 vai phan tiong tu, ¢6 chira bao gios biét Vien T Van luon nghiém
tlc lai c6 the binh tinh ndi dtia nhur the, tht giong nhu day mdi la anh chin thit, tinh cach bam sinh ctia anh.

“Nhur vy,” ¢d cudi hoi, “Toi khong ¢6 biéu tinh giéng. . .nhiing nguoi trude d6?”
“Um,” anh ciing cudi git dau, “Toi nghi ¥ ciia chi 4y 1a vay.”

No6i xong, hai ngurdi déu ngam hiéu nhin khong dirge ma curdi ha ha, tira nhu hai thiéu nién mudi sau murdi bay tudi, chi cin mdt chit vui sudng a ¢ thé
théa man.

Khién cho Thé Vién hoi kinh ngac a, ngay ca yeu cau dura ¢ v& Vién T Van ciing khong hoi, bon ho dimg tai mdt giao 16 mang theo nu cudi than nhién
ma chia tay nhau, déu ty di vé phirong hurdng khac nhau.

Pén giao thong dang hién thi mau do, Thé Van dimg lai bude chan, trong phiit chbe nhin khong duoc quay dau lai nhin.

Hén dimg tai mdt phia khac ctia giao 16, bong lung n¥ic 4o somi tréng cimg ran va 13 rét, cai khong thé xda bo chinh i sir ¢6 don mia ¢ chura timg cho
rang s€ xuat hién, sy c6 don mang theo dau budn va ho hiing,

M6t lan nira, anh dudng nhu cam nhin duge dnh mit cta cd, ciing quay dau nhin vé phia co.
Nhung lic ndy ddy, ¢6 con kip chuyén doi tim mit, king 18 nhin ngon dén mau d6 chéi miét kia, tht gidng nhu ¢6 chura bao gioy quay dau lai.

T6i hdom sau, Thé Vén dén nha me an com, me ¢d din do mit trang theo thuong I¢, giéng nhu ¢6 khong phai 29 tudi, md 1 mdt dira con i 19 tudi
khong bict troi cao dat day.



C6 cudikhd git dau, néu that 1 19 tudi thi t5t biét bao.
An xong bira t6i, Thach Thy Than hen c6 di xem phim, ¢6 vén khong c6 himg thi nhung vi mubn thoat khoi me 1ién voi vang ddng y.

Khién cho Thé Van dé khoc dés cudi | bo phim i Thach Thy Thén chon chinh b phim hi mi miy hom trurée ¢d mi clng Vién T6 Vén di xem,
mua bong ngd, cd an tirng mieng modt, rat mudn cudi to cting voi nhitng ngudi xung quanh, nhung lam sao cling khong tim thay cam giac.

Trén dudng tr@ Vé,‘ Thach Thu Than vui vé phén chén ban vé noi dung ctia by phim vira 101, Thé Van b5ng I]hién ¢6 mot loai a0 gi?ic, Vién T6 Van va
Thach Thu Than déu dang ding trude nrﬁt minh, mdt ngudi ki€u ngao binh tinh, mdt ngudi diu dang than thiét, nhung trong anh mat ctia hai ngudi déu cd
mot tia bang hoang, loai bang hoang, . .khién cho ngudi ta khong thé ly gii.

Cho dén khi sap dén nha Thé Van, Thach Thy Than m6i dot nhién kéu to: “A. .. T da quén By xe!”

hai ngwoi tron it ha mdm nhin d6i phuong, nhung gidly tiép theo lai cuoi to, Thé Van cudi dén khoe mét moi nhir.

Bdng nhién, Thach Thy Thin ngo ngac nhin ¢d, diu dang néi: “Té c6 mot van dé ludn mubn hoi cau.”

“Gi vay?” Thé Van lau I& noi khoe mét cudi hoi.

“... Nhung t& khong biét co nén hoi hay khong,” Miic di vay, trong anh miit anh ta khong nhin thay vé do dur.

“Gi thé ha...” Trai tim c6 dép manh.

“Cau con nho & da tirg giri cho cau mot bure thur khong?”” Vé nghiém tic trén mit anh ta trude nay chura tirng co.

Thé Van hrdng Iy nhiu may, khong biét nén tra 10i thé ndo.

“Chi cau...” anh ta dirng mdt chit, dudng nhur khong danh Iong ton thurong c6, “Vai hom. . .trude ngdy chi ciu xay ra chuyén.”

C6 ngo ngic nhin anh ta, ¢ chit sting so.

M6t buec thur. . .co bét giac cin mbi, b phai I birc thur méu vang nhat khong?

“T¢r khong nh,” ¢6 khong biét bicu tinh ctia minh e ny ra sao, ¢ phai thit sur théing théing thanh khén ma tur nhién nhur ¢6 ¢6 ging mudn biéu hign ra
khong, “Do I rat lau hdi trude, cho nén. . 16 khong nhd. ..”

Anh ta ngd ngang nhin ¢6: “A. . .quén di, ciing khong phai chuyén gi quan trong Bm...”

Bon ho ctr guong gao yén ling nhu vy, cho dén khi Thach Thu Thin 16 ra nu cudi Am ap, anh ta v0 ba vai co: “Plng dé y, cdu lén BAudi”
C6 n6i khong ra 1oi, mot cau ciing khong thé ndi ra, ¢d chi ¢d ging mim cudi, rdi vay tay, xoay ngudi vao thang may én lau.

C6 siét chat ném tay, khong dam quay dau nhin anh ta.

Thang méy “Binh’” mt tiéng dirng tai tang lau ctia ¢6, mo cilra phong voi tim trang khong yén, nhin thiy can phong tdi taim, c6 khong biét tai sao mudn
khoc.

C6 cham rii d6ng cira lai, nho anh dén ky md ngoai cira s6 ma di dén trude ban, md ngiin kéo thir hai, tir trong mdt quyén sach cii da 6 vang ¢6 ly ra
mét bire thu. D6 1a mdt bure thu mau vang nhat. C6 da timg doc qua, nhung sau nay, da cat giir & day rat lau r6i, cho dén t61 hom nay.

Thé Van:

Té ¢6 mdt van dé ludn gitt ¢ trong long van chura héi cau, chinh 1: ¢6 phai cau ludn coi t& 1 ngudi anh em khong?

Néu c4u hoi t& mdt cau gidng nhur vay, cu tra 1 ciia t6 13, khong 6. Bit dau tir ndm 1op 11, da khong con nhur thé.
Cho nén xin cau hily suy nghil nghiém tiic v& vin dé ctia 16, sau d6 noi cho t6 biét dap 4n, duoc chir?

T& van s& cho.

Thach Thy Thin

Hét Chuong 2
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Chwong 3: Thang 8 - Hoang tir €éch
[ Tio Thu Lo: “Con ngudi luén mudn nhan duge nhiing thir tot nhét, loai ¢b chp nay ¢6 thé ndi la ¢6 cai 6t ciing ¢6 cai xau, 6 nguoi cho rang b
chip a mot loai duc vong, ma duc vong a t0i nghiét dimg du trong nhén gian, nhung c6 ngudi cho ring chap niémma chét, chip niémma séng, chinh
la chung sinh’. T6i chi mudn ndi réng, néu ban than that sw cam thiy dang gi4, that sw cho ring do 1 thir tot nht trong cude doi, vy thi tai sao khong thé
cb chdp chir?”
Tuong Bach Lict: “Pan nga.. .mudn duogc phy nir dya vao, nhung cling mubn lam niing; mubn bao vé ngudi minh yéu, nhung s& cam thiy bét hrc;
muon tr¢ nén diing cam, nhung trong long khong the vurot qua ndi so ha; thich mang dén sy khoai cam trong tinh dye, lai ¢o chap voi tinh yéu. Ban 6ng
va phu nit déu giong nhau, cling la con ngudi binh thurdng trén tinh cau ndy, cling s& co lic yéu dudi, so hai va ¢6 don.” ]
3.1
Thé Van d& dang vuot qua phan thi quay xe, huén luyén vién da nhin ¢ v6i cap miét khac xura, nhanh chong dén thoi gian nghi trura, ¢6 két thic phan thi
sémhon 15 phit so v&i ngudi khac. Anh nang Thang tam nong rat, khién ngudi ta cam thiy trén dau duong nhu sdp bi thiéu chay, c6 thong tha 1& budc

chan huéng dén can tin. Néu ¢6 thé, ¢ mubn dung nude sudi udp lanh db tir trén xubng dudi, sau d6 lai udng modt lon bia wop lanh.

Tai chd 1& cach d6 k}léng xa dang ¢ mot chjéc xe tap lai chay tdi, c6 con chua kip nhin tlﬁy 10 rang, chiée xe da dot ngodt xuét hién trude miit cd, cd
hoi ngd ra, khong biét nén lam gi bay gio, nhac chan Ién sao? Hay 1 ding imtai cho?

Khi chiéc xe cach c6 mdt mét thi thay d6i phurong hudng, 1bp xe ma sét dit doi voi mét dat phat ra 4m thanh chdi tai, nhung cudi cling da. . .dimg lai.
Tiéng hd ctia huan luyén vién tir trong xe truyén toi, hoc vién ngdi & ghé 1i ha kinh xe xudng, 16 dau ra gat dau xin 13i co.

C6 khong khoi ngdy ngan ca nguoi, d6 khong phai a Ly Nhwoc Ngu sao?

“T6i xin 16i. ..”” Ngdi trong cn tin trurong, Ly Nhiroe Ngu nhe giong xin Ibi.

“A,” Thé Vén fic dau, vira gurong gao in do an trong dia, “Khong 6 viée gi.”

“Thét sao?”

“U, “Cd cudindi, “Chi a hoi hoang sg ma thoi, khong sao dau.”

Ly Nhuoe Ngu nhin ¢4, dudng nhu ¢6 chit dam chleu, sau d6 ciing cudi, nhung nu cudi ¢6 chit cay déng: “Thét ra ndi khong chimg, trong khoanh
khéic ban ndy. . . t6i that sy mudn dam vao co ddy.. .’

“.”Thé Van SO tO1 mirc mo to mit.
Ly Nhuoc Ngu thu hdi nu cudi khd, mé to miit nhin: “Nhung cudi cting Iy tri ctia t6i van chién thing tinh cam.”

“_..” Thé Véan khong biét ¢6 ta noi that hay gia, ¢ khong biét nén d6i mit v6i ¢d ta thé nao, minh nén tra o ¢o ta ra sao. Nhung khong thé khong thira
nhén ngudi phy nit trude mit ndy diing cam hon ¢6 nhiéu, cang nguyén y doi dién voi mdt mét xau xi hodc tan ac trong ndi tam minh hon co.

“Pung s¢,”” Ly Nhuoc Ngu con ndi, “Toi s€ khong that sy lam vy dau, néu 161 hm thé, Thach Thy Thin s& giét t6i1 cling khong chung. ..”

N6i xong, ¢6 ta mo mang dam chim trong suy nghil ctia chinh minh, tht giong nhu nhitng ngudi khac déu khong ton tai.

Thé Van ngo ngc nhin ¢ ta, nghi toi Thach Thy Than, ¢6 khong khoi phién mudn mdt hdi. Diu dang nhu Thach Thy Thén, ciing s§ giét ngudi sao. ..
“Cb c6 thich anh 4y khong?” Ly Nhuge Ngu bong nhién tién dén gan, vé mit rat nghiém tiic.

AP

“Thach Thu Than. C6 ¢ thich anh 4y khong?”’

“_..” Thé Van kinh ngac, khong biét nén ndi c4i gi cho tbt.

“Khong can tra 1 t6i, viéc ndy khong lién quan dén t6i, nhung mi. ... néu ¢6 x4c dinh duroc tinh cam ctia chinh minh thi nén néi sém véi anh dy.”

(T3]

Sur diing cam trén khudn mit Ly Nhwroe Ngu lic ndy bi bao phit bai mbt 16p wu thurong nhan nhat: “MAy niim nay, anh iy uon king I8 chd doi, chd doi



vét va nhur vy, nhung vin khong tir bo. C6 &....”
‘K?’?

“C6 I, toi yéu sy chip nhit am thim cuia anh 4y, cho du chi o & bén canh nhin anh dy. .. cing Ja mt loai hanh phc.” Khi n6i xong céu d, trong miit ¢
ta bong nhién tran day nude mat, khién ngudi ta dau long,

Ra khoi truong day i xe, Thé Van ngdi taxi dén thang phong khém cta Tudng Béch Ligt, khi 6 dén thi con céch giohen 10 phit, khong c6 ai, 6 fién
chd ¢ hanh lang. Khuon vién truong vao Thang tam déc biét im kng, anh miit troi xuyén qua hai hang cay ngb dong cao lon trén con duong chicu vao toa
nha mau trang, loang 16 16m dom, c6 nhin c¢é chut that than.

““Toi xin 104, 10 nén két thiic s6m hon, nhung vira vao san mubn di ra hoi kho chit.” Tuong Béch Ligt mac mdt bo dong phuc d4 bong, tir cau thang di
Ién, ca ngudi d6 day mo hdi, khong trong xing voi hinh tirgng nha nhan chin chan ctia thuong ngay.

Thé Van cudi Fic du: “Khong sao, anh mudn di tim rira trude khong, t6i co thé cho.”

Tudng Bach Ligt ]?%y chia khoa ra mo cira, thuin tay mo luén cong tic diéu hoa va dén huynh quang: “Pugc, noi ndy vira vin ¢6 mot nha tim, ngay ca
xa phong ciing chuan bj tot lim”

C6 bat cuoi nhin anh ta mo voi nurde rira tay, sau do6 Ty hai ra hop sita u6p lanh tir t lanh.

“Chi dtia mbt chit thdi, nhung toi thét sur mudn di thay quén a0, phién c6 doi & ddy mdt Iit.”” N6i xong, anh ta md cira di ra ngoai.

Mic du diéu hoa da diéu chinh nhiét d6 va luong gi6 & d1em cao nhét, nhung bén trong van ngdt ngat dén mirc c6 chit khong tho ndi, Thé Van mo ra
hop sita u6p lanh ubng ung uc. Khi dong sita mat lanh tién vao da day, c6 mdt sy sang khodi té té, nhung sy vui sudng niy rét nhanh chuyén thanh ndi
daumo hd, c6 budng xudng hdp sita trong tay, cudi khd mdt chit, da day khong khoe vi sao con ¢b tinh ubng nurde wép lanh chir?

Co di den trude gia sach, can than nhin mot loat tira sach ném trén k&, phan 16n déu 1 bd sach chuyén nganh vé tim Iy hoc, ngoai nhimg quyén d6 rala
mot s tiéu thuyét, nhur B “Trdm nidm c6 don”, “The Dogs of Babel”, “Ba tuéc Monte Cristo” van van, ¢4 I& vao lic khong thé nghién clru 1 rang vé
con nguoi, thi nhan vat trong sach cling ¢ the tam thoi thay the.

Trén ban lam viéc chi c6 mbt chiéc dén ban cing mot s6 dd dimg van phong phdm, sép xép rat gon ging, ¢d khong nhin thiy quyén so that day m
Tuong Bach Liét ding dé ghi chep lai, chi ¢ to gidy nhé mau vang ghi lai mot it cau, nhung c6 khong xem, boi vi anh mit ctia ¢6 da bi mot chiée khung
anh bén canh hap dan.

D6 1 mot chiée khung hop kim thiéc bac, ché tao rét tinh X0, chic chén khong ré. Trong khung ¢ mdt birc anh chup ba ngudi, bon ho ngdi bén nhau
dudi anh dén mo nhat, ng01 0 gitra la Tuong Bach Liét, ngdi hai bén I hai c6 gai khac nhau, bon ho tuoi cudi khé 4i, phia trén ban an B mdt ngon nén

nho nho, 191 Ién it moi ngudi am ap nhu vay.

“Péy la birc anh t6i chup mot nam true ¢ Malaysia.” Tuong Bach Liét khong biét da vao khi ndo, anh ta thay mdt chiéc 4o thun va quin bién, gidng
nhu 14 dang tham dy mdt bita tiéc trén bai bién.

Thé Van nhin anh ta, lai nhin Tuéng Bach Liét trong anh, thit sy hoi khéc voi “béc si Tudng” trong an tuong clia .

“Nhur vy duoc chir,” Tuong Bach Liét mo hdp sita ciing udng tmg e, sap udng xong rdi moi dimg lai lau miéng, “Néu co dé , t6i c6 thé lap tie di doi
4o blouse tring”

C6 voi vang xua tay, anh ta nhur vay nguoc lai khién ¢6 khong cing thing
“Mot nam trude,” anh ta con n6i, “Mdi ngiy t6i déu an mic thé nay dé lm viéc tai bo bién ddy.”
“Bd bién?” C6 tudng twong dén hinh anh ctia bién khoi, khong khéi ¢6 chit mudn dén do.

“Yeah, I'ma Bartender, nhung ma t6i cam thdy. . .cong viéc mdi ngaty cang gidng nhur don tiép du khach cing nhau di choi ngim canh 6 lang du lich
hon.”

“Thé thi nhét dinh rat vui rdi.” Thé Van him md noi.

“Dling vy, c6 thé quén hét phién ndo.”

“Vay vi sao anh t6i noi ndy. ..”

Tuong Bach Liét nhin ¢6, diu dang noi: “Boi vi t6i phét hién minh muén Bm viée khéc, ching han nhu —— bac sitamIy.”

C0 bdng nhién hicu dugc, céi ma co him m) khong phéi | cong viée tai b bien quén hét phién néio, m  loai cude song thodi mai tyr minh quyét dinh
ctia anh ta. ROt cude, 1a ngudi nhu theé nao moi co thé song tu do tur tai, con phai lam thé nao moi co thé trd thanh ngurdi nhu vay?

Thé Van cti du, nhin birc anh, ¢ & ¢6. . .vinh vién khong thé tré thanh nguoi nhur vy.



“Trong d6 ¢6 ¢b gai ma t6i thich,” Tudng Bach Liét chi birc anh trong tay ¢6, “C6 cam thiy B ngudi nio?”

C6 cam dén truée mét, nhin k¥, chi vao c6 gai toc ngin bén phéi: “La ¢b Ay u?”

Tudng Bach Liét khong tra 16i, ngwoc lai dly himg thi hoi: “Vi sao?”

“Khong biét. . .chi | cam thiy c6 4y rat giong anh.”

“Nhung ngudi binh thurdng khong phéi déu bi hip dan boi nhitng ngudi hoan toan tréi ngwoc voi ban thin sao?”

“Pling vay,” C6 dung mdt chiit, nhin anh ta, “Nhung anh khong phai 1a ngudi binh thuong,”

Tuéng Bach Liét kinh ngac bat cuoi: “Toi nghi, rdt cude t6i cd mdt chit ong tin ddi véi ‘ngudi bénh’ 1 o day.”

w

“Boi vi,”” Anh ta gio 1én hop sita trong tay, cung vao hp sita ctia ¢d, “C6 bt dau hiéu t6i rdi.”

Sau budi tdi chia tay nhau tai ngi tur dwong, da gan hai ba tuan nay Thé Véan chua gip lai Vién T6 Van, nghe noi anh dén tong cong ty tai Anh dé dao
tao. CO mdt hom vao lic an trira, Carol ndi voi ¢b, c6 gai bi Vién T6 Van vo tinh “virt bo™ da tir chire rdi, mot Théng sau s& iy chong tai nude Y xa

XOL

C6 ngac nhién nhin Carol, nhung aoi phuong van diém tinh troi cudi: “Phu nir 1 dong vat rét ky la, c6 thé chung thity mdt long ddi voi dan 6ng, nhung
néu trai tim that su chét rdi, dan ng s& gidng modt cai tii plastic. . .rach nat d& dang bi viit ra sau dau.”

T plastic. . .rach nat?

Pay I tinh tir gi vAy, Thé Van cudi khd mot chit: “Co mubn n6i | “4o mura’ sao?”

Carol che miéng curdi rd 1én: “T6i xin 181, boi vi binh thudng c6 ludn tréng ¢6 vé nghiém tic, cho nén tdi nay sinh ¥ xAu méi n6i nhur viy.”
“Co ma. .. tién trién ctia ¢6 Ay ciing qué nhanh di, két hon?”

“T6i cam thiy minh c6 thé hjéu duoc ¢ 4y,” Trén mit Carol c6 mdt sur khon khéo khong tirong ximg vai tudi tic ctia co Ay, “Néu khong thé iy ngudi
dan 6ng minh thich, vay thi 1y ai cling khong quan trong,”

[T3E 1]

“Nhung mé, néi khong chimng bay gidr ¢o Ay da yéu thurong ngum chdng hién tai ctia mlnh, quyét dinh n6i tam biét véi qua khir. Phai biét ring, trudc khi
tim dwoc hoang tir chan chinh, phu nit phai hén qua khong biét bao nhiéu con éch. ..

Thé Van nhin 6 4y, bdng nhién cam thiy budn curdi —— nhur vy, Vién T6 Van ciing | mdt con éch trong s6 d6?

Budi tdi hom nay, c6 lai dén nha hang da timg gip Vién T6 Vén hai ln, nhung cho dén khi c6 an xong, anh van khong xuét hién,
C6 lic dau, rdt cude minh dang chd mong cai gi?

Tinh tién xong, ¢ vira mudn dimg day, chd ngdi dbi dién bdng nhién xuat hién thém mot nguoi.

“C6 thé mdi toi an bira com khong, vira rdi ngdi xe taxi ti da ding hét tién nt trén ngudi rdi.” Vién T6 Van miic trén ngudi mdt chiée o khoac méu
den ma rat it nguoi mac trong thoi tiet Thang tdm, mo hdi ri ra trén tran, bén chan la mdt va li xach tay thét to, qua thurc 1. . .mdi tir san bay tro ve.

“... O, duogc.” Trén tay Thé Van vn cAm c4i vi dimng dé tinh tién trude do, lic ndy c6 chit tré tay khong kip.
Vién T Van goi phuc vu t6i, goi com gi va ca phé d4, sau d6 c6i 4o khoac ctia minh lau md hoi.
“Mii hé & Anh miat lanh hon Thuong Hai nhidu.”” Anh néi.

“O.... Toi connhé ¢6 mdt néim nhiét ¢ cao nhéit kén t6i 25 do, ban hoc cia t0i & Anh ludn ndi Néng chét mit, néng chét mit’. Nhung ngwoc lai mia
dong tuong doi lanh.”

Anh ly ra hop thude 14, xoay tron trong tay giong lan trurde, nhung khong c6 gat tan, giong diéu néi chuyén lo déng: “Méy tuan nay cong ty c6 chuyén gi
khong?”

Thé Van von dinh tra 10i 1 khong c6, nhung chan chd mot chit, ¢6 van ki danh bao n6i: “A thi. . .c6 gai lan trudc in com voi anh & ddy. . .nghe ni sip
lay chong tai nude Y.”



Vé mit ctia anh nhin qua c6 chit bat ngo, song lp tirc binh finh lai noi: “O, vay thi nén chiic mimg co ay.”

Thé Van nhin anh, khuén mt cao ngao binh tinh truée mét bong nhién bién thanh mdt con éch, nhung ma. . . mdt con éch cao ngao binh tinh.
C6 nhin khong duoc cudi 1) En.

“Cudi cai gi?”” Anh nheo mit, hoai nghi nhin ¢6.

“Khong c6 gi.”” Co xua tay.

Anh van con nhin ¢6, mt 1t sau m6i n6i: “C6 nhur vdy. . .t0i co thé hiéu B, c¢6 “lat mém budc chit® dbi véi toi khong?”

C5 voi vang thu hdi nu cudi, ding stre Fic dau: “Khong phai, t6i khong . ..”

Anh nhin chiim chiim vio mét ¢6 va mim cudi, rat it khi anh cudi nhu Vay, giéng nhu mdt cAu thidu nién céi mo.

“Cudi cai g?”

Anh Fic d4u, ciing gin timg tiéng gidng vay ma tra 1 co: “Khong ¢ gi.”

Thé Van bt dic di suy nghi, tinh céch tinh quéi ctia anh van khong thay doi.

Com g dua Ién, anh an nhu hd doi, that khong giong voi Vién T6 Van luon lanh king kia, nhung c6 18, ddy moi i anh chan chinh,

Thanh toan xong roi khdi nha hang, bau troi lai ndi 1én con mura phin oi , Vién To Van ngang dau nhin, noi: “Co da moi t6i an com, vay thi t61 moi co
xem phimnhé.”

“Anh khong phai da n6i ngay ca tién an com ciing khong c6 sa0?” C6 khong khoi nhiu may.

“Ding vdy,” Anh dirmg mdt chit, vin nhin bau trdi, “Cho nén chi ¢6 thé mdi c6 dén nha ctia t6i xem.”
Thé Van kinh ngac: “Bimg c6 tur chi trurong, t6i s& khong di dau.”

Vién T6 Van cti dau nhin ¢d: “C s¢ 42

“Khong phai...” Co quay dau di chd khac khong nhin anh.

bét ctr ngudi phu nit binh thuong ndo ciing khong tily tién dén nha modt ngudi dan 6ng.” C6 nhin khong dugce ngit 10i anh.

“Hoa ra...” Anh cong khée miéng, “C6 14 ‘phu nit binh thuong’ a.”

“Anh ¢y gi?” Co canh giac nhin anh.

“Phy nit hai muroi chin tudi chua bao gidy yéu duong, tinh | ‘binh thudng’ sao?””

“Tinh chir....” C6 tré 1 ¢6 chit chan chd, “Hon nita im sao anh biét t6i chua timg yéu dwong. .. ic & Anh t6i da timg quen rat nhiéu ban trai. ..
Anh cudi cudi, khong trin an ciing khong ndi moc ¢d, chi 1 to vé binh tinh néi: “C6 khong muén thir nhin xem noi & ctia t6i thé ndo sao?”

Cai goi la “long hiéu ky s& hai chét mot con méo”, nhung phy nit lai thuong thuong c6 long hiéu ky ctia chin con méo. Vi thé khi Thé Van budc vio nha
ctia Vién T6 Van, cd khong khai lo lang minh ¢6 thé bi “hai chét” hay khong.

Vién T6 Van song trong mot tda nha chung cu kiéu cti & Thuong Hai, toan bo toa nha chi co ndm tang, anh séng & tﬁng’cao nhét. Nhin thdy cau thang
khong ngirng luwon vong, The Vén bat dau cam thay choang vang dau dc, anh di ¢ phia trude lai thoai mai xach theo chiéc vali to turdng, budc di nhu
bay.

“T6i sdng & tAng ndm ngay can hd ndm bén tay trai, hién tai t6i c6 viée gip. .. Ién trrde nhé.” Noi xong, dd khong nhin thiy bong dang ctia anh dau.

Thé Vén ngac nhién ngang dau nhin én, trén tran ciia tAng cao nhét treo mot chiéc dén chim mau den 16i thoi phi day bui bam, nhitng bong dén nho 1o
mo sip xép phirc tap r6i reng, chi co bong dén thit to & giita phat ra anh sing mau cam. So véi tda nha ngin nip sang stia ma ¢ thué, noi ndy qua that
chinh 1. . .nha ma.

C5 16t cuc di hét cu thang, di vao cin hd bén trai dang mo rong canh cira, Vién T Van tir trong toilet dbi dién cira chinh di ra, vat 4o so mi vn di nhét
vao trong quan tay gio ddy nam bén ngoai mang theo nép nhan.

“Mi vao, khoi can thay gidy.” Anh vAy tay néi véi ¢, ban than thi vao trong phong,



Thé Van dimg & ctra do du trong chdc Iat, cudi cing van di vio.

So véi cu thang ¢6 vé hoi khing bé kia, trong phong lai rong riii ma sang stia, hon nira that bat ngd i cin ho nay rét sach s&, khéc voi noi & ciia dan
Ong nam trong tudng turong cua co.

Phong khéch rit I6n, st twong dit mt b ghé sofa bing da rét I6n va thodi méi, di dién & tivi man hinh kén, phong bép cling theo kiéu md rong giéng
nhu trong cén hd ctia ¢d, mdt ban an hinh vuéng ddt & goc phong, bén canh chi c6 mdt chiec ghé —— day cd phdi chirng t6. .. anh ddc than khong?

Phia bén kia cua phong khach ¢4 hai cira phong dong chat, c6 doan ring d6 I phong ngi, qua nhién khong bao lau sau Vién T6 Van thay mot chiée 4o
thun va quan thé thao tir phia sau mdt canh cira trong d6 dira, rdi tién tay dong ctra lai.

“Ngdi di.”” Anh chi ghé sofa mau ndu sam, roi dén phong bép mo ctra i lanh Iuc loi bén trong,

Thé Van gat dau, di dén trude sofa don trong b sofa chdm rdi ngdi xubng, Bén ngoai hoi néng, khong khi c6 phan ngdt ngat, c6 1& boi vi hai ba tudn nay
anh khong ¢ nha.

“T6i quén mat trude khi di da “xda s6” moi thir hét rdi,” anh dong cira tit lanh, “Bay gior toi di mua, s& lp e quay lai, ¢6 mudn ung cai gi?”
“.... Tiy anh.” Trong khoanh khéc c6 khong biét nén tra 1oi anh thé nao.
Vién T6 Van git dau, vao phong cdm vi tién r6i di ra ngoai.

May diéu hoa khong khi treo trén véch twong dang phat ra tiéng kéu “vit vir’, timg dot gi6 lanh thdi trén ngudi Thé Van, ¢6 nhin khong dugce ndi da ga,
voi vang dimg Ién, mang theo mdt chiit bat an bat dau quan sat k¥ cang xung quanh.

Tét ca miu sic déu | mau ti, xam, nau, den, xanh dam, tréing nga. .. nhu 1 ¢b y t0 ra vé binh thuong, chi trir ti bat trong phong bép 14 duge son miu
do tuoi.

Trén hanh lang dai thong dén cira chinh, hai bén tudng dén rt nhiéu birc énh, ¢6 budc t6i nhin k¥, mbt s6 ngwoi trong d6 ¢ b dang twong tw voi Vien
To Van, c6 doan rang 1a ngudi nha ctia anh, mot s0 khac cd E 1a ban be hodc ban hoc i, nhung ma khong cé burc anh nao anh chyp mot minh.

Ctra phong ngi ciia Vién T Van bdng nhién “cach’” mot tiéng mo ra, Thé Van so téi mitc dimg im tai chd khong dam dong ddy, noi nay ching I&. . .that
su 1a nha ma sao?

Tuy nhién ngoai trir tiéng tich téc cta dong hd vang lén khéip moi noi thi khong nghe khong dugc 4m thanh ndo khéc, ¢6 dimg climg ngic trong chic 1t
16 dau nhin vao trong phong, rat t6i, chi cé mdt chiec dén ban nhé trén ban lam viéc phat sang. C6 dung & ctra, phan van ¢6 nén di vao hay khong,
nhung budc chan khong tu chu duge ma bude vao.

So VO’l phong khach sach s gon gang, phong ngu ctia anh 1 mbt mé hon don, canh cira ti quan 40 de mo, ben trong 1a du loai quén 40 bi treo xiéu veo,
da sb 14 4o somiva 4o vest, trén giuong, trén ghé c6 mit ddng 4o thun nhin nhiim, goc phong ¢6 méy doi tat khién ngudi ta khong dam t6i gan, trén ti
dAu girong dat mdt cudn tiéu thuyét trinh tham dang hot hién nay, goc trang gidy da ubn cong lén.

DPay mdi can phong ctia dan 6ng doc than. . .trong turong tuong cuia cd.

Trén ban rai rac méy quyén sach tiéng Nhat, trong goc cach den ban xa nhét c6 mdt khung anh bi ip nguoc xudng mit ban, néu khéng nhin k§ con
turong rang d6 ciing i mot quyén sach, chén do diang sau khung anh dang vénh Ién, chéc I vira mdi bi Gip nguoc ban ndy.

C6 khong khoi kinh ngac nhin chém chéim khung anh kia, tir tir i qua, viron tay mudn 1t né Ién.

“T6i d tro v&.” Giong ndi ctia Vién TS Van bdng nhién vang Ién sau lung co.

Thé Van voi vang it tay v&, ngo ngic dimg tai chd, c6 chut khong biét im sao: “Cira phong ctia anh. .. bdng nhién tur md, cho nén t6i lién. .. t6i xin
16i...”

Anh nhin ¢6, lai nhin khung anh trén ban, khoe mi¢ng mién cudng kéo ra mdt nu cuoi: “Qua uéng chit gi di.”
C6 voi vang ra khoi phong giéng nhur chay trén, ngoan ngodn ngdi vao bén phia sofa ma diéu hoa khong thdi toi.

Vién T6 Vén nhin ¢6 mdt cai, ding diéu khién tir xa diéu chinh hudng gié ctia méy diéu hoa quay vao vach tudng, sau d6 dua cho ¢6 mot chai ruou ¢o
£a i tréi cay.

Cb cudi cam on, nhdn Ky mo nédp chai ra udng, van 1 huong vi quen thudc, mang theo mdt chitt vi tao trén lan voi anh dao, khi ubng xong, khong ngoai
du doan nuii rugu xong lén dau.

“C6 mudn xem phim gi?”” Anh mé mot chai nuée khoang dé ubng.

“Gi ciing durge. .. Liic ndy ¢6 moi nhé t6i minh dén i dé “xem phint”.



“Thét sao,” Anh nhin c6, “Dai loai nhur “The Ring’, ‘The Grudge®, ‘Final Destination’, ‘The Texas Chainsaw Massacre’ ciing khong thanh vén dé chr?”
“Ha, nhitng cai do thi khong dwoc!” C6 bdng nhién cam thy, lic anh n6i gion luén gidng nhur dang dua dai.

Vién T Van s cam, dwong nhu daim chiéu n6i: “Nhung binh thirdng n dau tién t6i nha t6i xem phim céc ¢6 gai déu yéu cdu xem nhing cai ndy do...”
C6 do khoe dé cudi: “Lan trude thu ky ciia anh ciing timg n6i, toi khong gidng cac ¢b dy ma. ..

Trén khuon mit anh ban dau tran ngdp sw ngd ngang yéi dan gién 16 ra ny cudi xao quyét, anh trire tiép di dén trude may DVD, dét mbt chiéc dia vao
trong, an nut “Play”: “Pugc 16i, the thi ching ta cd the tryc tiép xem b phim ma cac cd gai dén nha t6i lan thir hai yéu cau duogc xem.”

“LA... cai gi?” Co thé Thé Vén cimg nhéc, c6 linh cam khong tt.

“Kim Binh Mai phan. ... n6 16 ctia tinh yéu.” Khi Vién T6 Van néi 1oi ndy, c6 mot loai “quyén rii” hiém thiy, nu cuoi trén khoe miéng trong ta 4c 16 ra sy
diém tinh.
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...” Thé Van m6 mét to, cam thdy cac khop ngon tay ctia minh déu cimg do, ¢6 mudn ndi lai khong thé phat ra tiéng, gidng nhur mot con sau bi dinh vao
mang nhén that 1on.

Trén man hinh tivi xudt hién biéu tuong ctia cong ty dién anh, sau d6 man hinh tdi den, tiép theo hién ra mdt con quéi vat 1ong xanh tén i Sullivan —— thi
ra la “Monsters, Inc.”.

C6 nhur trit dugc ginh ning thd phao mdt cai, nhr 14 cudi ciing dugc giai ctru khoi mang nhén. Vién T6 Van ngi trén sofa don quay niit qua chd khac,
diing tay cam chai nurde khoang che miéng lai, cuoi dén mire khong nhin duge ma phat ra m thanh, anh hiém khi cudi nhur vay, hodc 14 ndi, anh ¢ trong
ky trc ctia ¢d ngay ca tuoi cudi cling rat it.

“Bay gio toi rat mudn Ky cai lo dap anh.” Thé Van tic gin noi.

Anh van cudi, cudi dén mirc bos vai run run: “Dang vé vira 1di ciia ¢d. . . that sy rit cang thing. . .”

“D6 1 boi vi...” C6 khdng néi duoc, cam thiy ngrrong nging.

Anh thu hi tiéng curoi, nhung khoe miét va khde miéng van mang theo ¥ cudi: “Duoc 1di, tdi xin 161, t6i chi i nhin khong duge mudn phat huy mot chit
tinh cach tinh quéi ctia minh ma thoi.”

Thé Van “ding” mdt cdi dimg Ién, dit cai chai trong tay xudng, ¢0 xach tdi kn rdi di qua mo cira chinh budc nhanh ra ngodi, ting budc chan ctia ¢6
loai &m thanh nang né, dai di€n cho su trc gian, budc chan dam Ién cau thang cli k¥ phat ra tiéng vang “thump thump thump””.

Vién T6 Van ¢6 & ngo ngac mdt lic réi m6i dimg day dudi theo t6i ctra, nhung e ny ¢6 da xudng dudi Ay, anh bén vin lan can ctia cu thang, hoang
hot 16 dau ra: “Nay, t6i chi duia mot chut thoi!”

Thé Van phét 1 anh, ¢6 van budc nhanh xudng,
“Nay, Vién Thé Van!”

Py I 1an dAu tién anh goi tén ¢6, giong ndi anh vang vong ludn quin quanh ciu thang, 4m vang manh mé. C6 dimg bude, trong mt mang theo s hoang
mang, giong nhur nhé t6i mdt viée. Nhung ngay sau d6 c6 van di tiép, cho dén khi ra khéi khu nha kiéu cii nay.

C6 doan rang, lic ndy anh c6 thé hoi chan nan khong, hogc 1 nghi ngd trd dua nay da 16i thoi, 6 khong quay dau, tiép tuc bude di, cho dén khi ra khoi
cdng chinh cta tiéu khu rdi di trén con dudng trong day ngd dong, méi dén khi co x4c dinh phia sau khong c6 tiéng bude chan dudi theo.

Khoe miéng Thé Van nhin khong dugce 16 ra mdt ny cuol
Ky thdt c6 doi khi, tinh cach tinh quai, khong chi ¢6 minh anh dau.
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Sang sém hom sau thirc ddy, Thé Van cam thiy nhirc dau, loai dau nhirc gidng nhur 1 sau khi say ruou, ching 18 1 boi vi da lu khong ubng ruou tréi
cay?

C6 khong thé suy nghi thém nita, chi mudn mau chéng rira mit rdi ra ngoai, ngdi ngan ngudi trén taxi.

Tai tiém ca ph€ dudi van phong, ¢6 mua mot cbe ca phé 16n, tuy ring cam thiy cde ca phé trén tay hoi niing nhung vira nghi dén udng vao thi dau 6c s&
tinh tdo hon, ¢d cam thay cOc ca phé trong tay ciing khong ning bao nhiéu.

bi dén thang may, da c6 rat nhiéu nhAn vién dang doi thang miy, c6 lo dang ngAng dAu, nhin thiy nguoi dan ong dimg trude cira thang mdy —— khong
phai Vién To Van thi 1 ai?



Mot ngly troi ndng néng nhu viy, anh VAN mic quan tay va 40 somi, mang theo mit chiéc cap miu den, dang vé tiéu chudn ctia mdt quén ly chuyén
nghiép —— so v6i Vién To Van trong ky tre cua ¢6 thi tht khong phit hop, hoi d6 anh khong choi bong ¢ truong thi chinh 1 choi bong ¢ trén duong,
trén tran luon lam tam mo hoi, quan 4o thi kic ndo cling ¢ nhitng vét ban.

Anh miit khong biéu cam ctr nhur vy 4m thim nhin ¢, 16ng miy kh& nhudng lén.

The Vin cudi khd trong long, néu tinh than tot thicd rat sin long tiép tuc phat huy tinh cach tinh quéi ngiu nhién ctia minh, nhung gio' phut ndy, c6 chi
mudn mau chéng trd lai vin phong, udng hét cde ca phé dang cam trén tay, sau d6 ndm bo trén ban khong suy nghil gi ma trai qua ngay homnay. C6
khong con hoi suc dau ma Iambd gidn anh.

Cb di theo phia sau Vién T6 Van vio trong thang mdy chat choi, sau d6 xoay ngudi dimg dua hing vé phia anh, thang may di Kn, moi nguoi ctng cong
ty bt dau trd chuyén voi nhau. C6 nhin qua tAm guong trude nit tréng thiy Vién T6 Van dang king & nhin minh, 4nh nit giong nhur dang hoi gi d6 ——
qua nhién, chi ¢ hai ngudi bon ho mdi hiéu dugc biéu cam ctia nhau.

Thang méy durng lai, nhitng nguoi dimg & phia sau phai vira h6 1én “Cho qua” vira dira, Thé Van nghiéng ngurdi nhurong duong, lai b nhiing nguoi dang
tuon ra day mot cai, ¢0 lao dao dung vao nguoi Vién T6 Van. Anh theo phan xa vuron tay ra dd, coc ca phé trong tay c6 cir thé ma d6 vao trude nguc
Vién Thé Van, trén chiéc 40 so mi tring soc xanh Bp tirc hién 1én vét ban miu ndu, c6 hoang hét ngang dau nhin Vién T6 Vén, trén khudn miit cao ngao
ma binh tinh kia khong biét vi sao lai hién Ién mdt nu cuoi.

“Toi xin 161 C6 tho tay vao tiii xach tim kiém khén gidy, nhung tin dén khi thang may dimg & ting 30, ¢6 van khong tim dugc.

Bon ho ra khéi thang may, c6 méy ddng nghiép ciing cing nhau di ra, sau khi chao hoi lién khe kh& néi nhd bo di. Thé Vén kéo ra mdt ny cudi xin I6i:
“Co can to1 bay gio mua gitip anh mdt cai 4o moi khong?”

Vién T6 Van khong tré 10, ma binh tinh n6i: “Bi theo t61.”
N6i xong, anh di vé phia vin phong ctia minh.

C6 do du ,Vili gidy, vﬁn di thep sau. So véi Thach Thy Than diu dang hodc 1a Tudng Bach Liét diu dang theo mdt cach khac, Vién T6 Van lic nao ciling
tam tinh bat dinh, khién c6 bat giac so hai

Vién T6 Van budc nhanh vao vin phong bo mon, Shelly dang ngdi tai chd cit mong tay, nhin thiy vét ban truée ngwe anh, chi ta vira mubn dt cau hoi
thi nhin thay Thé Van trong c6 vé khong tinh nguyén theo vao, trén tay 1a mdt coc ca phé cd lom, vi the chi ta nhim vai tiép tuc lam chuyén ctia minh.

Vién T6 Vén di vao van phong, tién tay dit chiéc cap trén chd ngdi, anh bt dau coi 4o vét: “Pong cira.”
Thé Van ngn ngudi, van i dong cira lai, c6 xoay ngudi kinh ngac phét hién Vién T Van da théo caravat, dang coi khuy 4o somi.

Anh nhin c6 mit cai, ﬁép tuc dong tac trén tay, nhanh chdng cdi 4o som, than trén tran trui, Am cho ¢6 khdng khdi hit mdt ngum khi lanh n6i khong ra
1.

Anh iy mot chiéc 4o so mi tréing da treo sin trén nic 4o trong goc phong m mic vao, khong nhin ra biéu tinh dén tot ciing 1 anh dang suy nghii cai gl
Thé Van xau hd xoay ngudi, khong nhin anh, boi vi tiép theo anh chiic chéin mudn nhét vat 4o somi vao trong quan tay.

“Um. ..t vira nguoi, ¢6 khong can di mua cai moi.” Anh bdng nhién noi.

“... Anh bao t6i dén i vi diéu nay?” C6 nhiu nsy, van dang dua keng vé phia anh.

“Um.” Anh tra 16i mdt cach di nhién.

C6 bdng nhién ¢6 ndi xung dong mubn hit cde ca phé 1én ngudi anh.

“Bay i t6i ¢6 thé di rdi chir?” C6 ¢6 chit khong kién nhin.

“C6 thé, nhung ma ¢6 con thiéu t6i mot bira com.”

“Nay, anh du roi déy,’j Thé Van nhin khong duoc xoay ngudi, “Toi chila bat can Am d6 ca phé 1én ngudi anh, hudng hd ngiy hom qua anh con dia ac
Vi t61 nhur vy, noi theé ndo chung ta cling nén hué nhau.”

Anh nhin ¢6, nhu 3 muén nhin ra cai gi do tir trén mit ¢6: “Cé imdd ca phé 1én nguoi toi coi nhur B hué, nhung t6i khong c6 bao ¢ dén tién, cho nén
¢0 con no t61 mot bira com.”

Thé Van mo ctra ra, chun miii “Hur” mot tiéng, roi di thing khong dé ¥ phia sau truyén dén céu “Bimg quén”. Lic di i ngang qua Shelly, ¢6 cam thiy ddi
phurong tinh bo' ném qua dnh it nhiéu chuyén, nhung c6 im b nhur khong phét hién, néu trén mit d4t khong trai tim thim day va mém mai ctia Nga,



thi nhat dinh c6 thé nghe thiy tiéng “cdc coc coc” gidn dir ctia ¢o dam trén san.

Hir, Vién T6 Van kiéu ngao déng ghét!

Hom nay vira tan ca, Thé Vén lién lao ra khoi vin phong, ding ic Tir Miic lim viée & gin ddy, c6 goi dién thoai ndi don Tir Miic cling trd vé.

Ho da gin mdt Théing khong gip nhau, 6 nhé Tir Mic timg ndi qua, c6 mot s6 diéu c6 thé ndi voi ngoi xa la nhung khong ¢6 cach nio ndi voi nguoi
than thict nhat, mac du bay gio ¢6 6 thé hiéu doi chit y nghia ctia cau n6i do, nhung nghi dén Tar Méac luon lubn chat phac c6 1€ vi chuyén gi d6 ma budn
rau, 0 lien camthay lo lang.

Tir Miic d6i vé chiéc xe ¢b nho ban diu kia, trén ghé sau xép déy dung cu chyp anh va du loai tap chi.

“Chiéc xe 1an trude thé ndo rdi?” Cai ddy an toan xong, Thé Van hoi.

Tir Miic x4u hd, cimg ngic cudi cuoi: “Hang Phong suyt nita giét t6.”

“Thira I xe cia Hang Phong. ..” Mic du t6i gio chua timg thiy qua ngudi do, nhung trong dau Thé Van da Iap tirc phac hoa ra hinh &nh mdt phién ban
gid dan ctia Hang Tur deo kinh mit. Anh dy la anh trai ctia Hang Ty, tiu thuy€t trinh tham gia ndi tiéng hién nay —— n6i mo6i nhd, quyén sach dit trén ti
dau girong cia Vién To Van la do Hang Phong viet.

Nhung ma. . .vi sao lai nghii téi Vién T6 Van?!

C6 nhiu mi nhe nhing Fic dau, khong suy nghi nita.

“O, ngy hom qua gip nhau, anh 4y van con trung ra b mit kho coi voi 6. Tir Mic nhéch miéng, ¢6 phéan bét dic di

Thé Van mim cuoi: “Té rat to mo, tiéu thuyét trinh tham gia rot cude ¢d dang vé the ndo, s€ giong nhur Sherlock Holmes miic a0 khoac d6i mii ngdm mot
tau thuoc sao?”’

Tt Mic cudi ha ha: “Khong. .. chi a nguoi binh thuong, nhung so voi ngudi binh thuong anh Ay cang chi trong chi tiét hon.”

hai ¢6 mua com hdp va dd udng tai cira hang tién loi d6i dién khu chung cwr, dinh tré vé ding 1 vi séng him nong rdi an, mdt ngiy oi birc thé nay, Thé
Van chiang ¢6 chit khu vi.

Lic mo ti1 lanh, ¢ lai nhin thiy chai rrou hoa qué vi tao va anh dao, trude t6i hom qua, c6 da. .. bao lau rdi chira ném lai huong vi d6? Khong nhd, that
su khong nhd. ..

Trong phiit chic, co khong khoi ngily ngin ca ngudi, bdng nhién phat hién minh giéng nhur t6i pham bi bai 16 chan tudng, 1ong ban tay da d6 md hoi.
Anh. . Jai mua thtr ndy cho c6!

Tir Mic di &én bén canh c6 n6i: “Mudn udng bia ha?”

C6 hoi ling ting lic dau, voi vang bo di.

Ca budi tbi, tim trang Thé Van khong 6n dinh, hop commua lic dau gié Jam bita tdi e nay dang ling king ndm trén ban an, ngay ca ming boc bén
ngoai cling khong md ra. Bén canh hop com Ia hai chai nrde d3 mo nap, déu chi uong mot cht, do 1a két qua do ¢ dang tri.

Tir tAng 31 nhin xudng, nhitng 4nh dén Ap lanh va khong trung xanh thAm dudng nhur 6 mot dudng ngin cach, vo cing 16 rang. Néu ¢6 thé, ¢6 mudn
dam minh trong bong dém xanh tham, khong thé thay duoc nita.

C6 dén trudc may tinh, md trang web, bt dau nghe Churong trinh ctia Thur L.

“Céc v thinh gia, ddy 1 Tao Thu L§ cuta dai phat thanh tiéng Trung tai New York mang dén Chwong trinh néy cho cac ban, t6i rat vui duoc gip lai cdc
ban, tir miy tuin truée cong bd hop thur riéng cta t6i cho t6i nay, i chot phét hién minh ¢6 duoc mdt hrong I6n thinh gia, toi that sw, that sy, tht sy rat
hanh phuc' 1

Camon ‘Mau tréing Am 4p’, ‘Phi quan’, ‘Mot hai ba bdn’ cing v6i “Tau ngdm mau vang’ da 161 rét nhé ti, camon ‘A Gido’, ‘Cong vien trung tam’
—— la cong vién trung tam (Central Park) tai New York v —— “Thuy tinh’ va ‘Daisy” noi rang s& ludn v ung hé 61, t61 con mudn camon sir ¢0 vil clia
Nhac Nhac, lo Triéu cting v6i Tiéu Man, t6i that sy rat nhd moi ngudi. Boi vi thoi gian c6 han, t6i khong thé & trong Churong trinh i 101 cam on t6i cac
ban bé da giri thr, nhung tim y ctia moi ngudi t6i déu nhan duge, ciing hy vong moi ngudi khong ché t6i phién ma tiép tuc Eing nghe 61 lai nhai trén dai
phat thanh.

Trong tiét myc ctia maiy ky trude, “Van dam phong khinh® tirng noi vé chi dé keo va gidy goi keo, anh 4y da n6i thé nay: nguoi khong c6 dugc keo lién
quay qua thu thap gidy g6i keo, 16t cude i ngbe nghéch hay la dang gian? Mot vi thinh gla ki tén 14 “Tinh cau c6 don’ da giri thu mudn ndi voi ‘Van dam
phong khinh’: néu keo da mét, xin hily quén keo di, trén thé gi6i ny con c6 rat nhidu thir t5t dep, dang dé quy trong, ¢6 & keo hoan toan khong t6t nhur
trong tudng trong ciia ban, vi cai gl ma phai cb chip nhu vay?”



Thé Van nheo mit, nhin dén neon xa xa dang 14p lanh, gidng nhur 1 mot tim bién rat 1on ctia thién duong, dang du dd con nguoi hudng toi cude séng tt
dep. Ping vdy, im ngudi can gi qua cd chip.

“Khong biét ‘Vén damphong khinh’ ¢6 dang nghe Chuong trinh hay khong, ti da truyén dat tron ven 101 néi cua “Tinh cau ¢d don’ cho ban, nhung Thur
Lo ciing c6 nny 101 muon n6i voi ban. Toi da timg nhin théy mot vi du the nay trén internet: néu dudi Jau nha ban c6 mdt quan an, thirc &n khong ngon,
gia ca thi dét d6, thai do phuc vu rat kém, hon nita hoan canh khong t6t, thé thi boi vi nha ban gin quén an ndy cho nén mdi ngaty ban déu dén do sao?
Toi nghii phan I6n s& khong dén, Thu Lo duong nhién ciing vay, nhung néu nguroc lai, quan an ndy cach nha ban vai trim met, nhung thirc &n wira ngon lai
1é, thai d6 phuc vu ctia nhin vién ciiing tt, hon nita hoan canh giéng nhur nha hing nim sao cao cp, ban s& di my triaim mét chir? T6i nghi, ngoai nhimg
ngudi rat ludi biéng thi da s déu bang 1ong dén day. Cho nén, ¢ cd chap hay khong, 1 phai xem con ngudi, su viée va db vat ma ban ¢ chp c6 dang
gia hay khong,

Con ngudi uon mudn nhan duoc nhitng thr t6t nhat, loai c6 chip ndy co thé 16i la ¢6 cai ot ciing ¢6 cai xau, ¢6 ngudi cho rang c6 chip 1 mot loai duc
vong, ma duc vong 14 t0i nghiét dimg dau trong nhan gian, nhung 6 nguoi cho rang chap niém s chét, chip niém ma sdng, chinh  ching sinh’. Toi chi
mudn ndi ring, néu ban than that s cam thiy dang gi, thit sur cho ring d6 I thir tot nhat trong cude doi, vay thi tai sao khong thé cd chip chir?

Nhung ma. ... Thu L ciing mudn ndi, sy “cd chap’ d6 déi voi ‘gidy goikeo’ ciing khong cong bang, Khong c6 Iy do gi dé bét ctr ai tro thanh vat thay
theé cta nguoi khac 161 t61 muon ndi chi ¢d vy thdi, van dé nay khong hé co dap an, chi la. .. lién tuc khdng nging suy nghi.”

Thé Van than thd nhin tia sang lp 16e trén bau trdi, d6 1a may bay sip ha canh. Con ngudi vi sao khong thé ¢b chip? Boi vi ¢6 chép rat khd cuc, nht 1a
loai co chap. . .lu vO mo mit.

Di dong vang Ién, ¢ khong khoi stng so, chin chd hdi Au mdi tiép méy.

“Alo..”

“Té con twong ring cau s& khong bit may.” Giong ndi ctia Thach Thu Than ludn khién ngudi ta cam thiy m ép.
“A, vira ndy ding lic to dira...”

“Bay i t¢ dang & dudi nha cau, khong moi t& 1én ngdi sao?”

Thé Van do du vai gidy, noi: “Duoc, t6 ¢ ting 31.”

Tt dién thoai, ¢o stra sang qua loa cin phong, khép lai laptop, ic md cira, Thach Thy Than da dimg bén ngoai.
“Vao di, khong can thay gidy.” Co mim cuoi.

Trén cénh tay Thach Thy Than vét chiéc 40 vét, vira lau md héi wira di vao: “Cé db udng gi lanh khong?”

“Cau khong phai vi mudn ubng mt ly nude méi toi tim 6 chi,” ¢6 cudi hi hi tir trong ti lanh Ay ra nudc khoang va bia, dit ¢ trén quiy bar, “Tir cau
chondi”

Thach Thy Thén nhin trai nhin phai, cubi ciing chon nurée khoang,

“Gén déy t6 bé bon nhiéu viée, cho nén khong ranh t6i tim cau.” Anh ta ngdi én sofa, udng e img .
Thé Van lc dau, n6i dia: “Thé nao, cau cho 1 khdng co cau thi t¢ sdng khong ndi sao?”’

Thach Thy Thin xoa nguc: “Cau ndi vay to rét dau long, thi ra t& la mdt nhan vét nho bé nhur vay.”

“Céu c6 duoc vai dién i tdt Fim rdi, néu khong chi c6 thé aim nguoi qua duong mi thoi.”

Thach Thu Than mbé nhur cue ky gidn ddi ndi: “Déu gi hom nay t6 vira xong viée lién t6i tim cau, ha ra cau B ngudi vo tim nhur vay.”
Thé Van khong khoi cudi ha ha, ¢6 van thich Thach Thu Thin nhur vAy, quen véi Thach Thu Than nhur vdy.
Anh ta nheo mét nhin ¢6, 4nh it rét sic bén, khong diu dang nhu binh thurdng,

“Sao vay?” Co quo tay trudc mit anh ta.

Anh ta nhin vai, ubng thém ngum nurée, m6i n6i: “Cau hinh nhur. . thay d6i roi.”

Cb cudi khd mot chit: “Con nguoi déu sé thay d6i””

Anh ta nghil nghii, néi: “Ciing ding.”

“Phai rdi, lAn trude t& gip Ly Nhuoe Ngu & trwong day i xe.”



“A...” Anh mit anh ta nhép nhay.

“Cb 4y ciing dang hoc l4i xe, con suyt nita dung vao t&——"

Thach Thu Than thay d6i sic mit: “—— cdu khong sao chu?”

Thé Van cudi Fic dau: “Duong nhién khong c6 viée g, t6 chi b cam thy. ..”

o

“Ky that ¢6 Ay | mdt co gai tot.”

Khudn nit Thach Thy Thin trdm xubng, anh ta khong n6i nita, may diéu hoa thdi ra gié lanh gidng nhu mubn dong bang khong khi.
“Sao cau khong néi gi....” Thé Van dé dat nhin anh ta.

Anh ta quay dAu sang chd khac, nhin ra ngoai clra 50, bong nhién quay dau lai nhin c6, nhur 1 d6i thanh ngudi khac, dnh it Am 4p da bién mt, thay thé
bang vé wu thurong va phin nd: “Vién Thé Van, cau mudn ddy t& cho ngudi khac sa0?”

...” Cé n6i khong ra .

“Ding, trén thé giéi niy c6 rit nhidu co gii tbt, nhung cau cd timg nghil t6i hay khong, dén tot cling t& suy nghif thé nao, trong long t6 16t cude nghi cai
g‘l?‘n

“...” Co6 can mdi, noi khong ra oL

(T3]

“Gia khd vui im sao. ..”” Anh ta bdng nhién noi.
LG?’?
“Vién Thé Van,” Anh ta nhin ¢, nhu thé mudn nhin 16 4nh n¥it va trai tim ctia ¢6, “Cau tra 101 t& di, gia kho vui im sa0?”

[T 1]

“Nhin t& nhur vay cau thiy rat vui sao

“¢0 1ot cuc nhin khong duoc ndi, “That su khong ¢6.”

“Vay taisao...” Thach Thu Thin dirmg mét chiit, khong ndi tiép.

“Nhin t6 bi c4u diia gion quay vong vong cau cam thiy rat thi vi phai khong?”

“Khdng c6,” c6 hét to, “Mac k¢ céu tin hay khong, t¢ khong c6! Khong co!”

Thach Thu Théin nhin ¢d, nhu 1 bi bd dang ctia ¢6 hi1 doa, c6 I§, chinh c6 ciing bi ban than minh hui doa.
Qua mdt hdi A, anh ta cuoi khd mdt chit: “Thé ... t6 xin 101, t6 co 1. khong khéng ché duoc camxuc.”
Noi xong, anh ta dung day di dén trude ctra, nhe giong ndi: “Tam bit.”

Sau d6, anh ta bién mt, ngay ca 4m thanh déng cira ciing rét nhe, néu khong phii nhin thiy chiéc 4o vét kia bd quén trén ghé sofa, Thé Van gin nhur
cho rang, moi chuyén wira 16i chi [a mdt giac mo ma thoi.
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“Nhur vay sau d6 anh ta ctr thé chay tron a?” Tuéng Bach Liét dat chan lén ban lm viée, vudt cim noi.
“Céi d6 khong tinh [ chay trdn, 1. .. tirc giin bo di.” Thé Van t6 vé ban khoan.

Tudng Bach Ligt nhin vai: “Néu d6i lai 1 t6i, t6i khéing dinh nhan co hoi niy ma n6i 13, s& khong bo di khong 16 rang nhur vay.”



Thé Van cuoi kho: “A...”

Tudng Bach Liét gat dau: “Nhung c6 thét sy khong c6 cam gidc véi anh ta phai khong?”

C6 cup mit xudng, suy tur trong chdc Iat, moi n6i: “Unm, t6i tirmg nghi t6i thir chip nhén anh 4y, nhung m hinh nhu khong thé ndo. ..

Tuong Bach Liét bing ngdn tay mdt cai: “Néu t6i a ¢6, t6i s& nhan co hdi ndi voi anh ta.”

“T6i ciling mudn. . .nhung anh 4y da di roi.” C6 bat dic di

“C6 I8, anh ta da nhin thau suy nghi ctia ¢6 mGi bo di”

“Hay nh¢ k¥, dan 6ng khong phire tap nhung ciing khdng don gian nhur trong turéng tuong ctia cac ¢d.”

C6 dorkhoe do cuoi: “Vay thi dan 6ng rdt cude I nhu thé nao?”

Tudng Bach Liét nheo mét, nghiém tic ndi: “Dan dng 4. . .mudn duoc phu nir dya vao, nhung cling mubn JAmning; mu6n bao vé ngudi minh yéu, nhung
s& cam thy bét hyc; mudn tré nén | ding cam, nhung trong long khong thé vrot qua ndi sg hai; thich mang dén sy khodi cam trong tinh dyc, lai co chip
v6i tinh yéu. Pan 6ng va phu nit déu gidng nhau, ciing i con ngudi binh thudng trén tinh cau ndy, ciing s& ¢6 lic yéu dudi, so hii va ¢ don.”

Thé Vén cudi kho: “Xemra, t0i thét sur khong hiéu dan ong. . . khong hiéu mot chit ndo.”

“Khong sao ca, ¢6 s gip duoc ngudi dan 6ng dinh ménh cua minh, sém hay mudn ma thoi c6 &, co da gap 1oL Tudng Bach Liét troi cudi kha
ai, d61 mat phuong tran ngap stc hap dan lam cho nguoi ta cam thay am ap, 1a loai am &p khong giong voi Thach Thu Than.

“Nguoi dan 6ng. . .dinh ménh. ..” Thé Vén thi thao, nhin trdn nha xuét thin.

“Dao ndy c6 con mo thiy gidc mong kia nita khong?”” Anh ta bdng nhién chuyén dé tai, tur nhién nhu vay.
“A... khong co, “ ¢b nghi nghi, “C6 1& hai tuln rdi khong ndm mo.”

“Thé u,” anh ta nhin c6, “T6i van n6i cau kia, néu mo thiy thi hy thir n6i ra o1 trong long minh.”

ut]"m”

“Thé thi,” anh ta dimng mot chit, “Chiing ta lai ndi dén chuyén ctia chi ¢6 dwoc khong?”

Thé Van hit sau mdt hoi, ndi: “Puge.”

“hai nguoi tir nho da hoc cing 16p sao?”

“Cling mdt trudng, nhung bt dau tir so trung thi khdng cing 1op.”

“Lacdyu?”

“C ¥?... Ciing khong phéi vay, mic du timg nghe ba me néi khong mubn ching toi hoc ciing mdt 1op, nhung mé t6i nghil viée chia 1op van 1 quyét dinh
ctia nha truong.”

“Tai sao ba me khong mudn hai ngudi hoc ciing 1op? Téi nghif ring héu hét cac bac cha me déu mudn con cai & chung, cham séc tt An nhau.”

Thé Vén lic dau: “Ddi véi ngudi ngoai ni ndi von di da rét kho khan phén biét cip song sinh, néu & cing mot 16p thi s& mang dén rt nhiéu phién toai
cho nguoi khac, hon nita ¢6 & ba me. .. muon chiing t6i ¢ dicu gi d6 thude vé riéng minh.”

“Diéu ctia riéng minh?”

“Tinh cach, y twéng, nguyén tic. . .van vin, néu hai ngudi luén & chung thi s& anh huréng An nhau, néu mdt nguoi ra quyét dinh sai im, n6i khong chimg
nguoi kia cling s& lam nhu vay.”

“N6i thé thi, ty 1& tro nén tt va xdu 1 cao gip d6i?”

Ban dau Thé Van c6 phén khong hiéu y tir cia Tudng Béch Liét, ¢6 nghi mdt lic mdi noi: “Coi | vy di....mdi ngudi von déu c6 duge hai co hdi cho
riéng minh, hién tai trd thanh hai nguoi c6 dugc hai co hdi—— y anh mudn néi 3 vay sao?”

Tuong Bach Liét git dau.



“Toi kh()ng biét ‘t;a me lo ling thé ndo, nhung t6i cam thiy hinh nhur bon ho rat mudn nudi dudng ching toi thinh hai tinh cach khac nhau, con vi thé ma
cai va to tieng may lan.”

“Vay hai c6 nghi nhur thé n3o?”
“Chiing t6i? Tré con thi c6 ¥ kién gi chir, chi cAn séng vui vé mdi ngay I tt roi.”
Tuong Bach Liét khong khoi nd mu cudi: “Ciing diing, Khong hoc chung mt 16p, ¢6 phai rét kho 6 ban beé chung hay khong?”

“Um, hdi so trung con c6 mot sb ban tiéu hoc chung cing 1én 16p theo, t6i cao trung thi rit i, boi vi khac 1op, ngudi quen ciing khéc nhau, ban bé chung
ratt...”

“Bay gio 6 con lién lac véi ban be ctia Thé Phan khong?”
C6 ha miéng mudn gi d6, nhung cudi ciing van e dau: “Hiém khi, hiu nhu khong c¢6.”

Tuan cubi cing cua Thang tam, Thé Van cudi cling virot qua cudc thi duong nho, huan luyén vién ndi, sau khi virot qua cudc thi dudng I6n, ¢b ¢6 thé
nhan duoc bang 1i xe. Ba goi dién néi chiic mimg ¢6, mudn mua mdt chiée xe kim qua ting, nhung bi ¢b tir chdi.

C6 d6i khi ¢ cam thdy hai cha con rat khach khi véi nhau, mdi lan goi dién thoai hoac 1 gip mit, ong luon khong ngimg néi mubn ting dd dac cho co,
gidng nhur 13 méc ng c6 vay. Nhung & trong long c6, viéc ba me ly hon ddi véi con céi ma néi chura timg 1a méic ng, boi vi bon ho van i ba me ¢, diéu
nay chura bao gio thay doi.

Khi di qua tiém tién loi dudi lAu, c6 trong thay anh nguoc ctia minh trén cira kinh ctia mt chiée xe nio d6 dd & ven dudng —— vi sao gan ddy luén cam
thay ban than minh khac voi trude kia chir. La khac & chd ndo? Ngoai hinh u, hay 1a ndi tim. .. C6 nhin minh hién trén ctra kinh xe, ¢6 & chinh la anh
mit. Anh mat von am dam, lai c6 durge mit tia anh sang lan nira.

“Dep lim ding khong?” C6 ngudi dimg sau g 6 n6i.

“r’ Co quay dau, nhin thiy la Hang Tu, anh ta da thay déi kleu toc. Miéi toc dai phong luru phéng khoéng ban dAu da bién mit, dbi thanh toc ngin tin
thoi, toc mai hai bén duogc cét rit ngin, soi toc trén dinh dAu rat dai, mdt dim toc dung thing —— nhur 1 cau thiéu nién lac quan trong phim hoat hinh.

“Y & noi 1 xe, khong phai t6.” Hang Tir t6 vé dc ¥.
“_..” Trong khoang thoi gian ngéin, Thé Van con c6 chiit ngn ngo.

“Pi thoi, t& dua cdu vé.” N6i xong, anh ta md cira ngdi Ién xe.

Thé Van ngac nhién nhin chiéc xe trudc mt, thi ra chinh | chiéc xe viét da da bi Tir Méc tong vao dudi xe, nhung n6 da duge stra chita hoan toan,
khong nhin ra dau vét tirng bi tong vao. C6 ngoi Ién xe, con chua kip cai ddy an toan, Hang Tu da chay vao gara ctia khu chung cu 6 con duong doi
dién.

“Sur tir n6i cau dang thi bang li xe.”

“Um, néu thuan loi thi mdt Thang sau c6 thé Ay bang li xe.”

“Nhung t6 van cho ring phu nir tot nhit dimg lai xe.”

“Visao?”

“Boi vi k¥ thudt qua kém” Anh ta noi nhur dinh dong cot.

Thé Van bt cudi nhin mdt bén miit clia Hang T, anh ta ludn ¢6 khé néing biéu dat quan diém ctia minh m khong cin dén do, cho dir ¢6 dac t0i voi
nguoi khac hay khong, cting khong mang dén liéu quan diémnay ¢6 duoc nguoi khic chap nhn hay khong, diéu anh ta muon lam chi la ndira y kicn cta
minh hon nita anh ta lam duoc. Co phai nhitng nguroi giong nhur anh ta, ngwoc lai s€ vui vé hon chang?

“Ciing c6 ngudi c6 k§ thudt tt chir.” C6 noi.

Hang T ic dau: “K thuat t6t cang khién nguoi ta lo Eing hon.”

“Chéng han nhu Tar Mac?” C6 nhin anh ta, mu6n nhin ra gi d6 trén khudn niit anh tuin kia.

“O khong, ¢6 dy van thudc loai k thudt kém.” Khi anh ta cudi rd 1én, van nhu 1 mdt cau thiéu nién.

“Tai sao & trong miéng cau cd 4y ching c6 wu diémnao c4?” Thé Van giir chit nim tay, boi vi Hang Tu dang ding tc d6 40knvh ma quay xe.

“C6 chir, wu diém I6n nhét ctia c6 4y chinh 1 cho du té noi khuyét diém ctia c6 5’1yW ra sao, cd 4y ciing khong bao gios hé ring so voi phy nir dong
mot ti da kéu la ‘Em tot nhur vay, vi sao anh khong can emy’, day xem nhur 1a wu diém 16n nhat di.”” Hang Ttr nhan phanh, d6i sang can P, kéo thang tay,




dong tac lién mach hru loat.

“VAy tai sao cau khong can ¢b 4y?” C6 cudi nhur khong cudi.

“Huh?” Hang Ty trAm mit, 4nh méit nhip nhay, ban tay von mudn mo cira xe cing dor trén tay ném cira.

“Dbi v6i nhitng ngudi phy nit dong mot ti da kéu la ‘Em tt nhur véy, vi sao anh khong cAn e’ —— cau tra 11 thé nio?” C6 chop mit.

Anh ta t0 vé d6 khoc dé cudi sau khi bi dit vao tinh thé: “Phu nit khong phai cir “tdt” 1 ¢6 ngwdi mudn, hon nita ciing chi ¢6 bon ho nghil rang minh “tdt’
ma thoi.”

Anh ta xubng xe, md cop xe Iy d6 dac. Thé Vén ciing budc xudng, bén canh 1 chd dau xe ctia Tir Mic van bo trong
“Té nghil nhitng ¢6 gAi kia gip phéi cau nhét dinh cam thiy rat nhirc du nhi.”

“Ping vay,” Hang Ty léy ra mot hop gifiy om trudc nguc, dong cira xe 1di khéa lai, “Nhung ky Ia I, cac cd éy hinh nhu rit thich loai dan ong Kkhién bon
ho nhirc dau.”

Thé Van nhin nit, thang méy von dimg ¢ tang ngam thir hai phét ra tiéng “Dinh” trong tréo, cham rdi mo cira ra.
“Cau that sy rat tu tin,” CO cudi khd mot chut, “Vay cdu co tung gip nguoi phu nit khién cau mét tu tin chua?”

C6 annit “317 va “32”, xoay ngudi, c6 chitt bat ngd phét hién Hang Tyr dang cudi khd, dudng nhu tai khoanh khéc do, dy mét anh ta hién lén mot
chit bat dac di

“Cé chir.. .cling phai c6 —— y t¢ [a thinh thoang,”

“Chinh la céi goi 1a “V6 quyt day ¢ mong tay nhon’?”

“Um...” Hang Ty nhéch khée miéng,

“La nguoi nhur thé ndo?” C6 khoanh tay, bdng nhién rit ¢ himg thi.

“Logi nguoi. ..” Hang Ty mim mdi, nhu dang hinh dung trong dau, “Chinh [ loai phy ni ¢6 ddng ngwoi quyén ril, khudn mit ludn tuoi cuoi, rit thong
minh rit ¢ dAu 6c, lai rat biét an néi.”

Déng ngudi quyén ril, khudn it luon tuoi cudi, rét thong minh rat co dau 6c, lai rat biét an n6i. .. Thé thi I loai ngudi hoan toan trai nguoc véi Tir Mic
u?

Thé Van khong khoi hoai nghi nhin Hang Ty, nhung anh ta van tuoi cudi kha 4i, nhu | khong c6 chit so hé. C6 1§ gidng nhur Tuéng Bach Liét noi, dan
ong khong phire tap nhung cling khdng don gian nhur trong tirdng tirong ctia cd.

Thé Van vé nha, mo ti lanh phat hién chi con lai m6t chai nuée khoang, vi thé ¢6 & quay bar viét Ién gidy ghi chi: mua nude. Sau d6 ngdi trén sofa udng
nude, co van khong thay doi dugc tat xau. . .viéc khong quan trong thi s€ khong lam ngay.

C6 bdng nhién nghi &én Thach Thy Than, nghi dén 14 th kia, néu minh c6 thé ndi sémmdt chit. .. thé thi dau khd va phién nfio ciia cau Ay s& it di mot
chit hay khong?

C6 ngira dau udng nurée khoang, gidng nhur ung rurou giai sau vy, duong nhur thir chay vao da day khong phai nude, ma 1 ruou.

Di dong bdng nhién vang Ién, Thé Van nhén méy, 1 giong ni trdm thip clia mdt ngudi dan ong: “Con nhd duong dén nha t6i khong?”

C6 do dyr vai gidy, moi n6i: «...Vién T6 Van?”

“U, mau dén nha t6i, ngdi taxi dén nhé, rat khin cAp.” Giong ndi ctia anh nghe ¢6 vé rat nghiém trong,

“Chuyén gi?”” C6 khong khoi khin trrong,

“Tém lai mau ti day, bay gio t6i s€ giri dia chi qua di ddng ctia ¢b.”

Noi xong, anh lién gic iy, qua vi gidy qua nhién ¢6 mot dia chi giri qua. C6 ngo' ngéc nhin man hinh, trong khoéng thoi gian ngéin khong biét nén lam
thé nao moi tot, ¢d ndi voi chinh minh dirng ggip anh nita, nhung anh n6i nghiém tic nhu vay, ¢d do du, nhu thé d6 1a mdt quyet dinh rat kho khan.
Cubi cting, c6 van xach tii chay ra ngoai.

Lan thtr hai di vao khu chung cur cii k§ ctia Vién T6 Van, nhin tir xa chi ¢ dén sang (yrténg mot va tang bbn, Thé Van ding ¢ dudi Jau, hit sdu mot hoi,
dimay budc qua d6. Trén den chim miu den, nhirng bong dén mau camnho nho chiéu xuong, ctra phong bén trai tang ném chi khép ho, dén gin hon
moi phat hién d& md ra hon phan nira, trén tm thim tai ctra dat mot d6i doi dép di trong nha, kiéu dang twong tu nhung mau sac khac nhau, giong nhu



dang hoan nghénh ¢4 t6i noi.

C6 keéo bude chan ¢ chit nang né, tho hon hén, ddy cira phong ra. Vién T6 Van dang tir phong ngi di ra, nhin thay ¢6 anh lién gio tay chio: “Téi rdi,
vao ngoi di.”

Thé Van cti dAu nhin d6i dép bén chan, khong biét co nén thay hay khong. Néuthay co y | phai laimkhach, nhung ¢6 chi mubn dén xem anh rét cude
¢6 chuyén gi “khén cip”, ¢ khong dinh & Jau, nhung néu khong thay. . . ¢6 & khong lich sy cho Finmi?

“Vao di,” anh miic 40 thun va quan thé thao Jan trude, “Khong mudn thay thi dimg thay.”

“0...” C6 ngo ngac gat dau, di vio.

C5 nhin quanh bdn phia, thiy ring so v6i lan trude t6i nha anh —— that sy ching c6 chit thay doi.

“Chuyén khin c4p anh n6i trong dién thoai. . .” c6 vO ngure, ¢6 I8 vi da lu rdi khong chay nhanh nhu vay nén da thé gip dit doi.
Anh nhin ¢6, hoi nhiu my: “C6 khong sao chir, mudn udng nudée trrde khong?”

C6 lic dau.

Vién T6 Van ly ra mt ly kem gidly trong i1 lanh dt trén ban an: “Chuyén khan cap chinh 1, t0 lanh hong rdi, ¢6 rat nhiéu kem néu khong an s b chay
hét.”

Anh 1n6i qua quyet dwong nhién nhur vy, cho nén Thé Vén c6 chit hoai nghi ¢6 phai minh dang nimmo h.ay khong 16t cude da khong con mo
thiy gidc mdng vé ngudi xa la kia? Nhung ma ngwroc lai, ¢ tinh nguyén van dim chim trong gidc mo do. .

“An di.” Tir trong t0 bat anh By ra mot chiéc thia bac, dit trén ly kem

Thé Van cin moi, trong nhay miét tirc gian bing phat. Nhung ¢ khong n6i g, chi i xoay nguoi bo di.

Canh tay ¢d p tte bi ngudi khac gitr chit, ¢6 quay dau lai, phat hién anh dang nhin ¢ chiim chim

“Lai mudn choi trd d6 sao?” Giong di€u ctia anh mang theo chut tréu choc.

“Gia vo tirc gian.” Anh ctii dau nhin 4nh mt c6.

Thé Van biu mdi, diing strc ving vay vai c4i, lai phat hién hoan toan khong thoat duoc: “Lan nay khong phai gia vo!”

“Vay t6i cang khong thé cho ¢6 di 11" Vién T6 Van mot tay kéo co khoi canh cira, ding tay kia dong cira lai, sau d6 kéo c6 ngdi vao ban an hinh
vuong trong goc phong bép.

C6 gian ddi quay dAu di chd khac khong nhin anh, 1ong may hoan toan dinh vao nhau.

“C6 ai ndi vi ¢b ring dang vé tirc gidn ctia ¢d gidng nhur cop me hay khong?”” Anh bt chéo chan, lung dua vao tudng, ndm chét tay ¢ khong budng,
“Khong c6.” Co6 may mdc tra 1oi.

“An di,” anh nhin ly gidy trude nit, “Ngon Eim, khong lira ¢6 dau.”

“T6i khong mudn.” C6 van khong nhin anh.

Anh khong néi gi, ding tay kia md miéng che trén ly gidy, mic mot thia kem da bét dau tan chay dua dén bén miéng co.

C6 simg sdt liéc xéo nhin anh, khong hiéu vi sao anh muén m nhur vy.

Vién T6 Van 16 ra ny cudi: “Ty ¢6 an. . .hay | muén t6i dit cho ¢6?”

C6 nguong nging xdu hd cup mét xudng, khong tinh nguyén néi: “Toi tw an. ..

Anh lai mim cudi, budng tay co ra, lam mot tu thé moi

C0 x0a nhe canh tay vira 1di bi anh nim, sau d6 do du I]l:lfln ]éy chiéc thia trong tay aph, dua dén bén miéng. Cho dukemda bét dAu tan, nhung m vi
quen thudc cua sita hoa lan voi ca cao thoang cai da truyén téi moi mdt vi giac trén dau udi ctia co.

C5 cir thé an tir tir, anh khoanh tay mit khong biéu cam ngdi d6, khong nhin ¢, 4nh miit binh finh dudng nhu dang nhin chiim ch vao khong khi.



C bdng nhién nhd t6i mdt budi chiéu ciia rat nhidu ndm trrde, bon ho ciing ngdi nhur vy, trén 4o thun ciia anh lru lai vét ban boi trin bong vira roi.
Nay, an ngon lim, anh n6i, khong lira em dau.

Canh twong d6 cach bay giy da bao nhiéu nam rdi? C6 lo dang liém kem trén thia, khong nhd 1. . . Murdi nam? Mudi mt nam? Mudi hai ndm?
Thoi gian king I& tr6i qua nhur viy, c¢6 mdt ngay bdng nhién nhd lai, phét hién chinh minh cach thir gi 6 qua xa, thAm chi da n¥t di tir lau.
Cb trAm méc in xong miéng kem cudi cling, dt ly gidy va thia trén ban, nhe giong noi: “Tdi an xong rdi, cam on.”

hai mit anh von nhin chéim cham khong khi lin chuyén sang nhin 6, anh khong n6i gi, anh mit kia thuong thurdng mang theo mot chilt lanh king va u
buon gid phtit ndy lai ham chira y cudi, 1am cho ¢6 khong tu chit duge ma s¢ hii

Bon ho cir nhur vy nhin nhau, cho dén khi anh dot nhién tién dén trude mit ¢6, viron déu ludi liém khoe miéng cua.
Noi d6 con dinh vét kem

Thé Van ngo ngic vai gidy, tiép theo ¢o giéng nhur bi dién gidt ma nhay dung Ién, cai ghé bi ¢ ddy ngd trén mit dt, ¢6 lio dao mdt chit, thiéu chit nira
trurot chan.

“Anh...” Pau 6¢ ¢ trong rdng, chi vao khuon mit khong biéu cam lai mang theo mot chiit diu dang khé hiéu cta anh ndi, “Toi ghét anh!”
N6i xong, ¢b cAm tli xach xOng ra ngoai.

C6 chay dén con duodng trong d loai ciy ng()»d(k)ng cao I6m, di trén duong khong c6 myc dich. C6 da chay subt dém, ngay ca chinh 6 ciing khong biét
thé ndo, dén tdt cling, tat ca Ia vi sao chang I& 13 boi sy ¢o chap budn cuoi kia u?

Khi Thé Van vé nha, ¢6 da kiét sirc, dong hd trén tuong chi vao sb mudi hai. C6 déng cira lai, ngd trén giudng, sau d6 ngi thiép di.
Tbinay ¢6 lai ndm mo, mo thiy Thé Phan. Nhung c6 khong néi gi voi Thé Phan, ngay ca mdt ciu “tam biét” don gian ciing khong co.

Sang sém ngay hom sau, Thé Van ngin ngo dén cong ty, ca budi sang déu rau ri khong vui, giita tnra Carol dén thong bao cho c6 mdt gior cd cude hop,
6 chan cho hoi: “Mo cude hop gi vay?”

“Hinh nhur 14 ndi bd phong hanh chinh nhan sy.”

“A...” Thé thi tén kia chéc 1a khong tham dur.

“Sao lai pho phac thé?” Carol bSng nhién dua mit dén gﬁn, ¢ s¢ t61 mirc hut mdt ngum khi lanh.
“Khong. .. khdng c6 gi.”

“Vui Ién di, n6i khong chimg sip c6 chuyén tot xay ra.”

“Chuyén t6t?”” C6 nhin khuon nt twroi cudi than bi ctia Carol, cam thiy ¢6 chit bét an.

Qué nhién, bubi tnra di vao phong hop, c6 nhin thiy mot ngudi ngdi & gita mdt nhom dong nghiép nit ciia phong nhan sur, khong phéi Vién T6 Van thi la
ai?

Anh nhin c6 mdt c4i, van 1 khuén nt khong biéu cam trude sau nhur mot.

Sau khi cudc hop bét dau, phan 16n ndi dung k v& ndi bd phong nhén sur, ngay ltic Thé Van dang nghi hodic vi sao anh lai t6i ddy, quén Iy phong nhén sy
bong nhién ndi: “Mit khac, boi vi Shelly dang cho sinh, ¢6 dy s& nghi phép tir hom nay trd i, boi vi chi la nghi phép tam thoi, cho nén sau khi tong hop
lai tat ca y kién ching t61 da ra quyet dinh, trong thoi gian ndy, Vién Thé Van tam thoi nhan chirc vu ctia Shelly.”

“T612...” C6 kinh ngac nhin quén Iy nhén sw, cau n6i kia d6i voi c6 nhur | sdm sét giita trdi quang,

“Phai, boi vi thir sau ‘Elﬁn truoe Shelly bdng nhién dua don xin nghi phép, cho nén chura kip bao cho c6 biét, nhung ma ching t6i da thong bao voi sép
ctia cd, ong dy nghi rang phan lon thoi gian 6ng ay cling khong & cong ty, cho nén viéc mdi ¢d tam thoi kiém hai chirc vy cling khdng thanh van de.”

“_..”” C6 khong khoi nhin qua Vién T6 Van, khuon mit anh van khong chit thay doi, giong nhur chuyén do khong lién quan téi anh,
Nhung vi sa0, ¢6 ctr cam thiy khoe miéng ho hitng ctia anh. . .c6 mot y cudi dang ghét?
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Chwong 4: Thang 9 - Co 1€ 1a tro dua dai

[Vién The Van: “Trong miy nam qua t6i déu lim nhur vay, hen nguoi khac di dao phd, an com, udng rrou, trong nha s& khong ai nhéc toi ngay nay, néu
may mén, c6 thé ngl ca ngay, khi thire day thi da 1 ngay hom sau. Toi dbi minh chura bao gior tréi qua ngly nay, ddi ban than mdt nam chi c6 364 ngy.
Nhung khong biét tai sao, vira roi toi bdng nhién ¥ thirc duge, dii cé gia v nhur thé ndo di chéng nita, diéu ma toi so hii luon 6 trong long t6i.”

Tudng Bach Ligt: “Toi nghi, ¢6 & mdi ngudi chung ta khong hé biét ngay tir ddu minh mudn g, nhung it nhit ching ta s& khong ngimg dét tay 1én nguce fir
hoi, qué trinh ndy tht ra khong thé néi B ‘Pau khd’ —— hoan toan khong phai. Nhung c6 mit ngdy...co thé c6 mdt ngay ndo do khi t6i quay dau lai
nhin chinh minh cua trude Kia, s& kinh ngac klglthaybanthanda dgnhrat nhiéu thoi gian dé im mot sb viéc ma hién tai xem ra i hoan toan vo nghia,
nhung t61 khong hé cam thay hoi han, tuyét doi khdng cd, béi vi néu khdng c6 ban than trong qua khir, thi s& khong c¢d ban than ctia hién tai, cling s&
khong c6 ban thin ctia tirong lai.””)

4.1

“Néinhu vay...... ” Tir Miic nghiéng dau, vé niit chit phac nhur cii, “Vién T6 Van trd thanh cap trén ctia cau 42"

...... » Thé Vén cin ring, n6i khong ra 1oi.

“Vay thi phién phirc rdi.......” Tar Mic tho dai.

'Ihé: Van nh]n ly ruou trong tay, tAm tinh buc bdi vo ¢, ngay ca Tir Mac Ia ngudi cham chap ciing hiéu dugc sy tinh phién phtrc, vay that la. . ... .rht
phién toai roi.

“Thé thi...”” Am thanh chit phac néi ﬁép, “Sau nay danh mat churge chi co thé chia cAu va anh ta & cung mot t6...... Noi cach khac, cdu s€ khong tién
ép baicua anhta...... du sao ciing Ia cap trén.”

“.....”” Thira, chinh & gap phién phtrc khi danh mat chuo. ...

C6 cam chai ruou trén ban e loan xa, sau d6 udng tmg e, moi ubng dugc méy ngum thi da bi ngudi khac tim Iy canh tay.
“Ubng t modt chit...... Lén nay khong phai 1 reou do cong ty ting, 1 t6 tw mua.” Tt Mic t6 vé nghiém tiic.

“ Thi Tir Mac, ciu tha cho t& di.”” C6 than van.

“Tai sao hai cau ic ndo ciing mudn nhiim vao Vién T6 Van thé,” Hang Ty tir phong bép ctia Tir Mic di t6i, anh ta cdm mdt ly rwou trong tay cing vi
mot khay nude da, “Té cam thay cau ta ¢ xau daw.”

“T6 khong ¢ nhim vao anh ta. . ... Trén khuon mit nhd nhéin chit phac c6 mot doi niit chét phéc.
“Té ciing khong 6. . .....”” Thé Vén voi vang hia theo.

Hang Tur d6 hét d4 vao trong thing inox, anh ta nhuréng may nhin hai c6, bong nhién ic du: “Ban finh dimg dau ctia phy nit chinh 1 “vit chét con manh

miéng’.

“Nhung Vién T4 Van con ngudi ndy. . ... thit su thuc rat xAu xa. ....” Thé Van n6i thAm, nhé t6i canh tuong anh tién dén gﬁn, vuon du ludi iém ¢, ¢d
khong khoi ring minh mdt cai.

Lac lé.y lai tinh thin, Tir Mic va Hang Tu cling cﬁmly ruou nhin ¢d chiam chy, ¢6 cudi twoi, 1im bd nhur khong cd vie gi ﬁép tuc uéng ruou.

Cro B boivi uong nhiéu qua, sang s6m hom sau khi Thé Van mo mét, chiéc dong hd bao thirc trén t dau | girong Jang king ndim do, kim dong hd chi vi tri
$0 “8”, ¢6 cd ging mo to hai mit, kim phut that dai tir mo hd trd nén 13 réng, ¢6 khong thé tin vao hai mét ctia minh no6 that sy dang chi “45” sao?

Vi thé thir hai nay, Jan dau tién Thé Véan dén mudn, hon nita that sy rat mun, khoang chirng bbn muroi phit.

C5 ué 0ai budc vao vin phong, vira ngéi xuéng vi tri ctia minh, ¢6 bdng nhién nhé t6i gi d6 lién bat day: c6 phai cd nén xuét hién tai chiéc ban ndm bén
ngoai van phong ctia Vién To Van hay khong?!

C6 voi vang lao di, tir rat xa da trong thiy Vién T6 Van lanh nhat dimg trude ctra vin phong, hinh nhu dang tirc gian vi chuyén gi do.
Vi cai gi chir? S& khong phai la vico chu.....

“Emdén mudn. ......” DO néng ciia Thang chin khong c6 giam bét, anh van mic 4o so' mi quin tdy, khoanh tay trurée nguc.



“A, t6i xin I6i.”” Thé Van cti dau di dén chd ngdi xudng,
“Muroi gio hop, 01 da giri thong béo hét rdi, tai liéu can sao chép & trong bia hd so' méu vang ndm trén ban em, in ra rdi bim lai thinh muoi phan. Trude
muroi phit phai dén phong hop dieu chinh may chiéu, PPT ¢ trong may tinh clia t6i, em cam qua d6 ludn.” Anh néi rat nhanh, sau khi ndi xong bat giac

biu moi.

“O.” Lam thu ky ctia anh cling that VAt va, ¢ b5ng nhién ¢6 mbt ndi xung dong xin mot cai but ghi am, thu lai toan bg 101 can dan cta anh. Nhung ma,
cai biumodi kia cd y gi day. ..

Vién T6 Vén xoay ngudi tré vé vin phong, sau d6 quay nguoc tré lai ném miy goi ca phé hoa tan Ién ban cb.

“r” C6 khong hiéu, chép chdp mit.

“MEit em nhin qua giéng nhu i 8 gior 45 moi thire ddy.” N6i xong, anh trd vé, rét cude khong di ra nita.

“......”” Thé Van nhe nhang hit mot hoi sau, ¢6 so mit minh, trén it that sw c6 khic “Toi 8 gioy 45 moi thirc ddy” sao.

Khong thé nao!

Vithé, ca budi sang, ¢d bi van dé nay quay nhidu, ludn bat giac nhin vao moi vt co thé phan chiéu dé xem xét it minh, nhur 14 bire tuong bang kinh,
niit ban lau chui sang choang, trén mat tudng da cam thach khac hoa van. . .van van. Nhung trén khudn mét 29 tu6i ndy, ngoai trir d6i mit thAm quang
va vé mét moi thi khong nhin ra dugc gi khac.

Mot chéng tai liéu ném “phich” trurde mat ¢o, co dang thit thn ién gidt minh md to mit.

“Cudc hop da két thiic r6i.”” Am thanh lanh nhu bing ctia Vién TS Vén vang lén.

Anh dang thu don du loai ddy dién ctia méy chiéu, c6 18 boi vi hoi lanh trong phong hop khéng du, ¢ tay 4o so mi ctia anh dd x3n Ién, 16 ra mot doan
céanh tay ngam den vi phoi nang, nhung ky Ia 1a, khuon mét anh khong c6 den nhur vdy. ..

“Em thit 1 biét mét tap trung, 61 rit nghi ngd khi t6i n6i dén kho hang méi xay dung tai Thai Lan thi em da bét dau di vao c3i tién roi.”

Thé Van bt gidc tim toi ndi dung ctia cude hop ban nly —— hinh nhur that sur bj anh n6i tring roi.

“C6 doi khi toi khong biét nén bét dic di hay 1 kham phyc ——
Li?”

33

d6i v “bén inh® bt cir e ndo tai dau déu c6 thé thodi mai cta em.”

Thé Van md miéng mudn ndi gi d6, nhung anh da cam tai libu xoay ngudi roi khoi.

Ngudi khong biét nén bat déc di hay 1 kham phyc i ¢6 méi ding ddi voi tinh cach xAu xa c6 thé bit dau bat cir lic ndo tai dau cia anh!

Gios tan 50, Vién T Van ding e di roi, Thé Van voi vang thu don do dac chudn b rdi khoi, mdi dimg én thi dién thoai trén ban vang lén. Tiéng chudng
kia duong nhu da duge dat riéng, don dap ma vang ddi, dong nghi€p con chura di khong khoéi liéc niit nhin c6.

C6 chan cho bat méy, dau dy bén kia 1 am thanh ctia Vién T6 Van: “Toi da dat chd roi.”

“.. Ha?” C6 thAmnghi, anh khong phéi goi nhim sb roi chir.

“Em con ng t6i mot bira com.” Giong néi ctia anh diém tinh ma tran ngap y dia cot.

“D6 14 tyr anh ndi, t6i chura timg dong . N6i xong, ¢ dinh clp méy.

“Vay hdm nay em & lai tang ca di, t0i c6 rit nhiéu tai liéu cAn danh may.” Sy uy hiép ctia anh nghe ra don gian nhur vy.

... C6 khong ndi i nao, khé khang nghién ring

“Toi dat chd lic bay gi, em dén trude di ¢chd cii.” Anh néi tinh bo sau khi dat duoc muc dich.
Thé Van dt manh dién thoai xudng, ai chd cii v6i anh!

Cb deo tiii xach, cling dong nghiép dang in huot tan térp vao thang may xubng lau, sau khi tam biét nhau, ¢4 queo vao con duodng nho dang sau cao dc
van phong, di doc theo con duong nay hai muoi phttt, 161 di dén ngd ba & phia nam, ttr xa trong thay mot bang hi€u mau vang,

D6 chinh i bang hiéu ciia “chd cit” theo nhur 107 Vién T6 Van.



Luc trude khong biét tai sao Tir Mide gi6i thiéu nha hang ndy, c6 khong khoi suy nghi, néu c6 chura tung t6i noi nay thi s& khong gap Vién T6 Van tai
day, the thi gitra bon ho c6 thé van la ban hoc cii binh thirong, gap mit thi git dau chao hay khong? Chac a vay. ..

Nhung ¢6 E, ¢6 mot s0 viée da dinh trude roi.

C6 bdng nhién bimg tinh nhin théy thye don trrée mt, khong hiéu vi sao minh lai nghif nhur vay. hai ngudi ho —— ¢6 va Vién T6 Van —— khong phéi
tir 1au da khong nén cd bat cir quan h¢ gi rdi sao?

Vién T6 Vén 4m tham xudt hién trrde mit ¢d, king 18 nhur vy, tyr nhién nhu vay, that giong nhur ngay tir déu anh da & day.
“Em goi mon chua?”’ Anh dit chiéc cap xudng, nhin co.

Cb ngd ngang ic dau.

Anh khong to vé bt ngd: “Em that 1a d& dang lo dang”

N6i xong, anh goi ngudi phuc vy, chon vai moén an. Anh khong 1at qua Jat lai thuc don, ma 1at thing dén mot trang nio do, chi vao mén an, nhur 1a rat
quen thudc vdi noi ndy.

“Anh thurong xuyén t6i dy dn com ha?”’ Sau khi ngudi phuc vu rdi khoi, Thé Van nhin khong diroc hoi.

“Lic khong nghi ra an gi thi s& t6i day.” Anh tra 1oi.

“Trong trudng hop thé nio méa anh khong nghi ra an i?”” C6 nhin anh, nhd t6i canh trong 1in d4u tién gap anh & day.
Anh nheo mét nhin ¢6, suy nghi mot ic rdi néi: “Trong trurong hop. . .t6i khong thé khing dinh.”

“Thé thi hom nay anh ciing khong khiing dinh u?” C6 vira hoi vira nhé t6i ¢ gai sip Hy chdng & Y xa x0i.

Anh cudi cudi, sic mit ¢6 phan lanh king: “Duong nhién rdi, t6i khong khéng dinh em c6 dén hay khong.”

Thé nhung, wira rdi lic anh “uy hiép” c6, giong diéu chéic chéin nhur vay.

“Tai sao anh mu6n t6i lam thir ky ctia anh?”” C6 nhin thing anh, mudn tir trong dnh mit gjoi che gidu kia nhin ra gi do.
“Miic ké em tin hay khong, khong phéi do t6i dé nghi.” Anh iy g6i thudc ra, choi dua trong tay.

Thé Van khong n6i thém gi nita, chi king 1& cho db an bung én, ¢6 cang ngiy cang khong hiéu anh suy nghif cai gi —— nhung c6 I8, tir trude dén nay ¢d
chura timg hiéu.

“Em con gidn 42" Anh dot nhién hoi.
C6 quay dau di chd khac, van khong ndi gi.

“Tai sao em tirc gidn? Boi vi lam thur ky cta toi? Hay . .. Anh khong n6i tiép, nhung 4m cudi lai kéo dai, mang theo chit mép mo.
C6 van khong néi gi, quét cudng khong nhin anh, sic mit to vé kho chiu.

“Puoc rdi. . .coi nhu t6i dau hang, bira nay t6i moi, dugc chir?”’ Anh gio tay Ién ra hiu, sac mat thit su giéng nhur cAu thiéu nién da choc gidn ban cling
ban.

Thé Van bét gidc hir lanh mot tiéng. Khi am thanh kia tir trong xoang miii ¢6 vong lai, ¢6 c6 chiit hdi han, boi vi am thanh d6 nhur 3 mdt ngudi dang Bm
ning,

“Emnhur vAy t6i coi nhur em hét gidn rdi diy?”” Anh tra keng vao ghé, curdi nhu khong cudi nhin ¢6, nhu | mot ngudi dan dng. . .d& dang tha thir cho ¢6
bét ctr chuyén gi.

C6 vAn khong néi ning, nhung sic mit khong con kho chiu nhur trude.

“haiz, som biét vy t6i da khong goi nhidu db an nhu vay.”

Thé Van rét mudn cudi, nhung c6 ngai bau khong khi nhu viy nén chi danh nhin xudng, C6 ép minh nhin hp tim trén ban, d6 B mot c4i hop hinh con
thd bang st trang, trén dau con thd cd mot cai 16 nhd, cdy tim dugce Iay ra tir noi d6. C6 bong nhién cam thay nhur vy 1a rat tan nhan, cdy tam. ..vi sao
phéi tir d6 ma ra chir.

“Cudi mdt c4i ndo.” Anh noi.

(C6 ngAng dAu kinh ngac nhin anh.



Anh viron tay véo niit ¢6, ngon tay anh rét san sii, ¢6 18 do hdi trure choi béng, nhung véo trén mit c6 lai hoi ngwa nglra
thuong, Giong nhu khong dang véo mit cd, ma Ia trai tim cua co.

loai ngira ngay khac
C6 bdng nhién nhd t6i mot budi hoang hon ndo d6 ctia nhidu nidm trrde, bau trdi ciing nhur thé nay nira t6i khong sang sta, dudi dén duong c6 ngudi v
vai c0, cirng nhic noi: “Nay, emnhu vay anh coi nhu em hét gian roi day. ..”

Giong ndi cta anh nhur 1 khong xac dinh, do 1a giong n6i ciia mbt cau thiéu nién ngdng cudng tur phu nhung ciing nghi hodc bat an, giong ndi ndy timng
cAu timg chit vang Ién trong du 6, c6 chot cam thdy mot loai hanh phiic —— hanh phiic kho ma dién ta.

Anh sang tring ctia dén dudng roi vao mit anh, khong thiy rd khudn niit, nhung dudng nét lai quen thude, con c6 théi quen biu mbi ctia anh cho di im
sao ciing khong stra dugc.

Khong biét 1 boi vi nhé lai chuyén kia, hay 1 vi bi Vién T Vén véo ngira ngay, ¢6 khong khoi nhéch miéng.

Anh tha tay ra, nhin 6, t0 v& bét dic di noi: “Quén di, sau nay em ctr tire gian di, lic tire gidn emdep hon déy.”

Budi tdi cubi tuan, lan dau tién Tir Mic hen Thé Van dén quéan bar. C6 theo dia chi i Tir Mac giri qua tim t6i noi, d6 la mot con dudng VAng vé gan
duong Hanh Son, bang hiéu tai ctra quan bar khong c6 dén neon Iap loe nhung ciing chang mo am, ma lang [€ tda ra anh dén mau vang, nhu [a mdt cén
nha ngudi dan ndo d6 bén canh con duong,

Thé Vén ddy cira di vao, trén dau phat ra tiéng chudng trong tréo, trong nhay mit, c6 duong nhur trd vé& nhitng quan bar kiéu truyén théng trén Wardour

Street tai London, nhung. . Jai c6 diém bét dong, Noi ddi dién cira chinh I mit quay bar rat dai, doc theo vach tudng bay day ban tron va ghé cao, trén
tuong 1a mot chiec TV LCD cuc lon 1ot cudc ¢ bict duoc khac biét cho nao, chinh la chiéc tivi dat do nay.

Trong nhitng quan bar kiéu truyén thong tai Wardour Street rat hiém khi ¢6 tivi, cho ditfa c6 cling chi la dat tai goc tuong tro troi khong ai thiy duoc,
binh thuong moi nguoi s€ khong xem, khong gidng noi ndyy, moi ngudi déu nhin v& mot huéng —— nhur i nhitng quén bar thé thao tu tap ngudi hAm md
bong da gan Piccadilly Circus*.

(*) Piccadilly Circus 1 noi giao nhau ctia nhimg cung dudng ndi tiéng & London.
Tt Mic miic 40 so mi ké soc va quan bo tir xa nhin qua chiing khc gi con trai, ¢d bt chéo chan, ngdi cling mdt ngudi dan 6ng dang twoi cuoi thin

thiét, nhin thiy ¢ dén Tir Méic lién vay tay, quay dau n6i véi nguoi dan ong kia gi d6. Thé Van di qua, khong khdi cam théy dudng nét ciia nguoi dan
ong kia rat quen thudc.

“Céu da dén rdi,” giong ndi ciia Tir Mac van chit phéc nhu vy, “Pay 1a Hang Phong anh trai cua Hang Tu.”
Thé Van bumg tinh hiéu ra, c6 nhin anh, gt d4u chao.

“Chao em” anh khong niém nd viron tay, ciing khong mang theo anh mét do xét, ma 14 than thiét nhic tay dang cam coc bia 1én, giéng nhur hoi thim ban
ctl, “Em mudn uong mot ly khong?”

C6 suy nghi vai gidy, hao phéng gt dau: “Pugc a.”
“Bon t6 thurong xuyén t6i ddy xem bong da.” Tir Miic nhin cham chdm tivi, vira bo hat dau phong vio trong miéng,

Trong tivi A mt dam dan dng Thé Van khong nhan ra, chay nhanh dén ndi md hoi nhur mura, gianh giat ngiin chén, x6 ddy, la hét
nhirng nguoi dang xem xung quanh.

a,coBlahétla
C6 ngdi trén mot ghé cao trude quiy bar’, mdt cde bia gan gidng nhur ctia Hang Phong lap e ddy dén trurde mit co, ¢o cam lél} mubn ubng, ¢ mdt 4m
thanh cach Ttr Méc an can noi: “Pilmg uong nhanh qua, thir ndy méic du ham hrgng con khong cao, nhung uong nhiéu s€ nhirc dau.”

C6 néng cdc bia, girong miéng cudi xdu hd, sau dé nhép mot ngum nho.

Anh lim sao biét duoc ¢6 khat nurée mubn ubng mot hoi chir? La truc gidc ctia nha van tiéu thuyét trinh tham sao?

Hang Phong ndi vai cau v6i ngudi pha reou, nguoi kia hiéu y gat dau, cdmmot ly mude lanh diit t6i trede mit Thé Van,

C6 mim cudi xAu hd 1An nira, khong khach khi udng hét ly nrée vao trong da day, loai cam gidc cudi ha dau thu diic biét khat kho rdt cude duoc giam
b6t mot ti.

“Cam on.” Udng xong r6i c6 méi nhé t6i cam on, ¢b hoi ngurong nging,

Anh khong d¢ tim nhin vai, quay dau xem bong d4 voi Tir Méc, e himg khéi hai ngudi con ciing nhitng nguoi khéc trong quan gao thét Ion tiéng, Thé
Van d6i dién véi quay bar, udng tirng ngum bia traede mét, ¢d mim cudi suy nghi, ddy méi la Tir Mizc vui vé khong cé tam sy ma c6 thich nhin thay.

Céc cau thii trén man hinh déu ¢6 vé mét nghiém tiic, moi nguoi trude tivi ciing khong kém, béi vi sip d4 phat dén.



Tir Miic lim bam: “Anh n6i xem c6 ghi ban dugc khong?”
Hang Phong nghii nghii, n6i: “Cé kha néing thit bai.”
Vira moi ndi xong, trai banh bay 1én cham vao xa ngang roi xudng chd rét xa.

“A...” Tir Miac chan nan kéu Ién, co ndm canh tay Hang Phong giat manh, “Anh, cai miéng qua den ”?

Tay Tir Mic bong nhién bi ngudi khac tim ly, ¢6 thang thot noi khong ra 1oi.

Thé Van ngéng dAu nhin, khong biét khi ndo Hang Tu da dén bén canh bon ho, duong nhién khuon niit anh ta khong biéu camnoi: “Dung dong tay
dong chan.”

N6i xong, anh ta chen vao giita Tir Mic va Hang Phong, kéu nguoi pha rugu mudn mot cde bia giéng bon ho.
Hang Phong khéng dé bung nhich sang chd khac, anh ni: “Sao mudn thé?”

“Poi tha hom nay rt loi hai...” Hang Ty vira ni vira chAm diéu thude.

“Ding hit.” Tir Mac nhiu ny, t6 y Thé Van dang & day.

Hang Ty nhiin vai, virt thudc vao gat tan, anh ta vay tay v6i Thé Véan: “Cau ciing thich xem béng d4 4?”

Thé Vén Fic dau: “Khong ¢6, 1a Tir Mac hen t& dén, t& von twong ring day 1 loai quén bar ¢ ban nhac déy.”

“Nhung m t6 khong hiéu vi sao bon ho thich téi noi nay xem béng d4, & nha xem khong phai ciing gidng nhau sao.” Noi xong anh ta liéc mét nhin Tir
Mic.

“Khong gidng,” am thanh chit phéc quat curdng néi, “Bau khong khi hoan toan khac biét.”
Thé Van ubng mdt ngum bia, vin khong hiéu duoc tai sao Tir Mac hen minh t6i déy.

A, diing rdi,” Tir Méc bong nhién nh¢ t6i gi d6, ¢ xudng ghé, di dén trude méit Hang Phong, kéo anh ngdi vao chd ban dau ciia ¢6 bén canh Thé Van,
“hai ngurdi vira moi quen bigt ma, ngudi vira quen nhau nén giao hru nhicu chit. . .ha ha.”

Meic du tiéng cuoi cubi ciing rét that th chét phac, nhung ba ngudi con lai nhur i bi sét danh i ha mdm nhin Tir Miic, khong biét nén ndi gi moi dugc.
Hang Tur 13 ngudi dAu tién cudi ro 1én, nhung anh ta vira iéc nhin qua Hang Phong mot cai lién rat biét diéu ngdm miéng, quay dau sang chd khéac.

Hang Phong quay d4u nhin Thé Van, anh ning coc bia trong tay, 4n cin ma bat déc di n6i: “Anh nghi ching ta khong phai 13 tuyp ngudi ctia dbi phurong
daunhi”

Thé Van ciing nhin anh, cuoi cudi: “Céc nha van tiéu thuyét trinh thim déu sic bén nhur vy sa0?”
“Um...” Anh git dau, “Vay thi phai xem ngoi bit trinh tham ctia bon ho ¢6 séc bén hay khong,”

“0...” C6 bét cudi, bt chude anh gat dau, nang Ién cdc bia trong tay minh, “Em rat vui dugc quen biét anh, néu anh khong phién, ting em méy quyén
sach anh viét nhé tot nhat 1a loai sac bén ay.”

“Khong thanh van de.” Anh hiéu y mim cuoi, sau d6 cham coc voi co.

“Trd chuyén ciiing khong té nhi. ..” Tir Maic hiém khi phét ra tiéng cudi mimng thim trong giong diéu chét phéc, gidng nhur vira im xong mt viée tdt to
16n.

Ba nguoi con lai trao d6i anh mt bét dic di voi nhau, quyét dinh tir gio xem nhe sy t0n tai ctia co.
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Tuén thir hai ctia Thang chin, Thé Van trd nén buc doc bét an, ¢d tir chd ndi Bing 1§ fiéc nhin Vién To Vén, anh dang tap trung tinh thén nhin mdy tinh,
mot bén mit khong cd bieu cam giong nhur tran day tim su.

C5 chot cam thy hai ngudi ho giong nhur hai con ¢4 dudi mit hd dang bt ddu dong bang, ving vay lai ching c6 sirc song,

C6 khong biét tai sao anh mudn dﬁn ¢6 v& nha, ¢ ciing ching biét tai sao minh muén di cting anh, méc di trén co ban. . .khong xay ra chuyén g, chi
moi quan hé cua bon ho tro nén rat ky la vo cung ky la.

O trude mit dong nghiép, bon ho ching to vé gi ¢4, khong nhur cAp trén va cip dudi binh thuong. Nhung v%: mit riéng tw, c6 18 khong ai biét duge bon
ho tlrg cting nhau xem phim, 4n com, giong nhur 1a ban than nhi€u ndm. Nhung trén thure t€, Thé Van nghii rang, bon ho khong phai ban than, tham chi



ngay ca ban bé ciing khong phai. Bon ho nén 14 hai ngudi quen nhau, trudc day chua timg than thiét, sau ndy ciing khong ¢ kha ning —— thé thi bon
ho nhur bay gio coi la cai gi day?

Choi trd map md u?

C6 cam thdy nhirc dau, dau dén mirc nhur sip nd tung,

M6t hop thude bdng chde ném trén ban ¢d, ¢6 kinh ngac nhin hop thude kia, trén do6 viét “Aspirin”.

Vién T6 Vén khong nhin ¢6, anh van nhin mén hinh méy tinh, nhung ban tay tréi von dat trén chudt lic nay lai cAm tach tra trong tay.
Thé Van thd dai dudi day long, ¢6 nudt vién thude, Vién To Van nhur vy, rdt cude ¢d nén cam on anh, hay i ghét anh chir?

Hom thi li xe dudng 1on, Thé Van diic biét xin nghi mdt ngy, cudi ciing thuan loi thong qua.

Bubi t0i 0 dting hen lai dén chd cta Tudng Béch Ligt, tir phia dudi g sach anh ta Ky ra mot hop sita dét trén ban tra, tuoi cudi kha 4i noi: “Tho tiét
tuy rang van rat nong, nhung con gai khong thich hop uong d6 lanh dau.”

Thé Van thé dai, nhin vach twong da hoi § vang: “Lam ban gai ctia anh nhét dinh rét hanh phiic nhi.”
Tudng Bach Liét nhun vai: “Nhung cac c6 ban gai trude ctia toi lai khong nghi vay.”

Thé Vén nghiéng dAu suy nghi, ¢6 bat cudi néi: “Ciing ding, Cai ndy goi i tam thoi. D6 chi a mdt trrdng hop, bac si quan tim hoa nhi ddi véi bénh
nhén ciing khéng nhat dinh ding thai d giong vay doi xir vdi ban gai.”

Tudng Béch Ligt mimmoi, tir chdi cho y kién, ¢6 1& chinh anh ta cling khong biét dap &n. Anh ta ngdi true ban lim vie, m6 ra quyén so day niing bit
dau vict 1én do, lich ban ¢ bén canh bi dat dudi mit chong séch gido khoa. Hom nay duong nhur anh ta nghiém tic khac thudng, khong ni chuyén du
thira, ma 1a binh tinh nhin ¢6, chd doi moi thir bat dau.

“Sau ndy c6 mot lan, t6i lai mo thdy Thé Phan,” Jin d4u tién Thé Van chit dong ké ra tim sy ctia minh, “Nhung con chura kip n6i chuyén v6i chi 4y thi
gihc mo da bt dau thay ddi, t6i bi kéo dén mbt chd khéc. . .sau d6, quén mét rdi”

“Cd nhé ¢b Ay khong?” Anh ta dot nhién hoi, giong diéu binh finh tw nhién nhu thuong, nhung anh mét lai sic bén.

“Nh....” C6 dimg mdt chit mdi ni, “May néim dav, chi can ranh rdi i s& nhé chi dy. May nam nay, hinh nhur da quen dén, nhung d6i khi nhim nt lai,
khuon it kia vin xudt hién trude mt t6i”

“Cb 4y co thay dbi khong?”

“Y 6i 13, ¢O Ay xuét hién trong dau cd, bo dang c6 thay doi khong?”

“_..” Thé Van ép chinh minh nh¢ lai, trong long ban tay toét ra md hdi, “Khong biét nira.”

“Khong biét?”

“T6i thay. . .thrdng thurong chi B mdt hinh déng, hodc 13 khudn nit, chura timg dé y nhimg céi khac.”

“A...” Anh ta mdt tay chong cam, 4nh nit i rac, chiing biét c6 phai dang suy nghi 16i n6i ciia ¢6 hay khong,
“Béc si Tuong,” 1an dau tién c6 goi anh ta nhur vy, “Anh ndi xem toi con ciru chita duge khong?”

Tuong Bach Lict von dang thit thén bng nhién nhin mét ¢6, n6i: “Khdng, ¢d chura timg yéu dudi nhur trong tiéng turong ciia minh, tha n6i ki mubn t6i toi
ctru c6, khong bang ban than c6 dén ctru chinh minh con nhanh hon.”

«_..” Thé Van kinh ngac, n6i khong ra 1oi.

Tuong Bach Liét mim cudi: “Lan dau gip mat t6i & mudn néi nhimg 1oi ndy v6i ¢o 1oi.”

“Khi nhin thiy ¢6, ban than t6i cting hoi kinh ngac, bai vi tinh cach cua c6 rt kién cuong, tuyet d6i khong phai 1 nguoi s& cam thdy hoang mang. Nhung
sau khi nghe xong mot s chuyén ctia ¢6, t6i cho rang c¢d can gifip do, nhung bat ¢l su trg' giip nao cling khong c6 ich bang ndi tiam kién cudng cuia c6

——bdi vay ¢d nén tin tudng chinh minh, t6i c6 1€ chi Ia mdt nhan vat khong quan trong ma thoi.”

Thé Van nhin anh ta, rt lau khong néi gi, khuén mit phia sau ban im viéc kia luén luon hoa nhd, lic ndy van 16 ra vé nghiém tic, ¢6 khong khoi mim
cuoi “Camon anh.”



“Cam on anh dac biét hen gip t61 homnay.”

“Cam on anh dac biét n6i nhitng 101 nay voi toi homnay.”
“_..” Twéng Bach Liét mim mdi, c6 chit khong biét lim sao.

“Thét ra ban dau t6i da nghi xong roi, mudn quén di ngiy hdm nay.” C6 nhin lich ban it dudi sach gio khoa, ¢6 biét a do anh ta 6 y, ¢b y khong cho
cd xem thay ngady homnay —— ngay 11 Thang 9.

“Um...”

“Trong mAy ndm qua toi déu lam nhur vy, hen nguoi khéc di dao phd, an com, udng ruou, trong nha s& khong ai nhéc t6i ngay ndy, néu may mén, ¢ thé
ngu cé ngly, khi thire day thi da 1 ngay hom sau. Toi dbi minh chura bao gios trai qua ngdy nay, ddi ban than mdt nam chi c6 364 ngay.”

“Nhung khong biét tai sao,” cd ctii diu nhin tay minh, “Vira rdi toi bdng nhién y thirc duoc, dii 6 gia v nhur thé ndo di chiing nita, diéu ma toi so hai
lu6n & trong long t61. Giong nhur anh dé ndi, tinh cach clia t6i rat kién cuong, boi the t61 khong muon nhin thay mdt mét yeu dudi cta minh, lic nao cling
khong tu chi duoe ma cay manh, muon khién ban than cam thay minh song rat tot, tat ca moi viéc chang c6 gi dang ngai...”

“Thé Van...” Tudng Bach Liét nhin méit ¢6, nhur 1 mang theo sur dau Iong, ¢6 18 bét ctr ai nhin thy c6 vao lic ndy ciing s& cam thiy dau long,

“Nhung d6 chi i lira minh d6i ngudi,” giong n6i cia ¢6 binh tinh nhu vy, that g10ng nhur khong phai n6i vé chinh ¢6, “Lan dau tién khi t6i t6i tim anh, t6i

cting khong mong doi anh ¢6 thé giip t6i, hodic 1 nhur 16 Tir Mic 00i, t0i chi mu6n tim mot ngudi xa la ké ra chuyén ctia minh. T6i nhur vy. . .khong biét
anh ¢6 nhin ra khéng? C6 & da nhin ra tir v, nhung anh khong hé n6i khong phai sao?”’

Anh ta khong tra 164, chi dimg nu cudi diu dang dé dép lai.

““Anh biét duoc 101 khong thit Iong mudn nhén sur gitp do cia anh, nhung anh vén viron tay ra gip t0i d6i voi anh, t6i that sy mubn néi. . .cam on.”
C0 nghen ngao, day 1a ngudi xa la ma c6 tirng mudn thir ndi het kho tdm ctia minh, trong lic v6 tinh anh ta da tr¢r thanh mdt ngudi ban.
“Pumng khach so.” Anh ta van mim cudi, nhe nhang lc dau.

“Néu co thé,” ¢ con ndi, “Anh c6 thé tiép tuc giup do t6i khong tuy ring t6i kién cuong, nhung c6 doi khi ciing rat yéu dudi.”

“Pugc.” Séc mit anh ta khong hé nghiém tiic, khong phai i mot bac silo Eing cho bénh nhin, mé i mdt ngurdi ban than thit.

K¢ tir tam nidm trude, hom nay 1 Iin dau tién Thé Van khong so hi ngay niy —— khong, ¢6 1§ van mang theo chut so' héi, nhung it nhét ¢6 ¢6 diing khi
di 01 mat voi so hai cia chinh minh, ciing doi nit voi con nguodi thét ctia minh.

T6i chii nhat, Thé Van vé nha an bita com véi me.

Me wira gip rau cho ¢, vira binh than ndi méy hom tnrde ba di béi té truée md Thé Phin, ngudi quan Iy nghiia trang rét can than, khép noi déu dbt
nhang, ngoai c6 xanh trong & vong ngoai thi bén canh nghia trang khong hé ¢d cd dai.

C6 ling nghe, gat dau, ¢o tham chi nghi ngd, ba me ¢6 thé cam thiy c6 lanh ling khong, boi vi ¢6 chua timg dén tham mo Thé Phin—— ¢6 & ¢6 cho
rang d6 khong phai i mj ctia Thé Phén.

Khu6n it clia ngudi ndy trong tur voi Thé Phan, bién nm trong vu 1, lic ba me di lam thii tyc, hoan toan khong phén biét thi thé nao I con gii ciia
bon ho, cho nén ¢6 da c6 mdt ¥ nghi ky quéi: ndim tro cdt ny, c6 & ndo khong phai ctia Thé Phan chiang?

Nhung cho du thé ndo, Thé Phan ra di a s that khong thé chdi ¢, ¢6 khong mudn thira nhan tro cbt ndy, nhung khong thé ndo khong chép nhén s
that ndy. Nhung ¢6 chura timg dén thiim mo Thé Phan, mot lin ciing khong c6, I& ndo & trong tiém thirc con cd mdt s6 didu ngin tré c6?

“Diing r0i,” me noi, “Liic me di, gip duoc ban hoc ctia Thé Phan hdi trude, hai o Ay nhin mdt ci | nhan ra me, nhung me chi nhé mt ngudi tén
Luong Kién Phi, con c6 mdt ¢d gai ho Lam khong bict goi 1a gi?”

“L4m Bao Thuc.” Thé Van vira dn dd an trong bat, vira ndi. hai ¢6 1 ban rat than cta Thé Phan hdi cao trung, sau khi c¢6 di Anh thi da mét lién lac v
hai nguoi

“0, ding r6i.” me bing tinh hiéu ra, “Hinh nhur ¢6 4y khong t6i 1€ truy diéu, cho nén me khong nhé tén.”

“Boi vi khi d6 ¢6 Ay du hoc ¢ nurée ngoai, khong tré vé.”



“Con biét khong, Lurong Kién Phi ly hon roi.” Me dat diia xubng, khong biét i dang thor dai hay 1 that sw an xong roi.
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> Thé Van khong t6 ve kinh ngac, nhung ¢6 khong ndi, khong ndi gi ca. Thoi gian tam ndm, c6 1€ c6 thé thay doi rit nhleu ngudi, rit nhidu chuyén.
May ndm trude khi gian tiép nghe dugc tin Luong Kién Phi két ho6n, ¢6 con turong rang ban thn cua chi s& trai qua cude song hanh phiic —— ching
qua con ngudi déu nghii nhur vy, ai ciing mubn nhin thiy mot sy két hop hanh phiic, ching ai mudn nhin thy chia tay dau kho.

“Cho nén c6 doi khi ngdm lai, khong giuc con két hon B diing, néu tror thanh khong tot. . .két hon voi vang lai ly hon, ngwoc lai chéng hé déng gid.” Me lai
bat dau lam nham

Thé Van cuoi khd, that su khong hdi thic sa0? Hon nhén that su ¢6 thé can nhic ¢ dang hay khong sao?

C6 khong no6i nita, nghiém tic thin trong ling nghe loi me ndi, co rt hiéu cam giac khong c6 ai dé ddc bau tim sy, boi viy mdi lin gip mit ba me co
dic biét ngoan ngodn, didu 6 ¢6 thé lam. . .e ring ciing chi c6 nhimg diéu ndy thoi.

An xong 1di rira chén bat, Thé Van cung me xem tivi mot e, sau d6 mdi roi di. Lic di, me tién ¢ téi cira, trong anh it ba c6 mdt chit lo ]éng, giéng
nhu hoi trrde moi 1an khi dua 6 ra san bay.

Néu It trude ¢6 ¢6 thé nhin ra anh mét ndy, c6 cd con tranh cai muén don ra khoi nha khong?
Khong biét, ¢o that s khong biét. ..
C6 nging dau nhin bau troi dau thy, thinh thoang 6 ciing hoang mang, ciing mu6n hoi chinh minh: rdt cude am nhu vay ki ding hay sai?

Nhung c6 khong tim thiy dap an, hodc i can ban khong c6 dap an. C6 18 nhur 1vi Tuéng Bach Liét néi, diéu ¢d ¢6 thé lim chinh 1 tin tudng ban than
ma thoi.

Di dong bong nhién vang 1én, ¢6 nhin man hinh phat sang, trén d6 c6 mot day sb, nhung c6 biét d6 1 ai.

“A 167 Giong ndi ctia Vién TS Van trong dién thoai khong giéng chinh ban than anh.

“Um” C6 mip may mdi, van khong biét nén nhan dién thoai ctia anh thé ndo.

“Em & d4u?”” Anh liic ndo ciing trre tiép, giong nhur rat hiéu 16 ¢o.

“Trén dudng.”

“T6i da mua vé 40 phit sau, han em trong nira tiéng chay t6i.”” Anh thim chi khong n6i cho ¢6 biét rot cude 1 rap chiéu phim nao thi da cip may.

'H}é Van nhin man hinh di dong, bdng nhién c6 ndi xung dong mubn nﬁng nguodi. Nhung ¢b khong co, ¢b chi dén ven duodng don mbt chiéc taxi, diém
dén 1a rap chiéu phim ma bon ho timg di. C6 khdng hi€u vi sao minh muon di, c6 1€ c6 chi la khong danh long tir choi ma thoi.

“Em dén mudn hai phut so véi thoi gian quy dinh.” Vién T6 Van vira nhin dong ho trén cd tay, vira nhét bong ngd vao trong tay cd.
“T6i nghil by giy anh khong phai 1 cAp trén ctia toi, ching ta ciing khong phai di hop.” C6 trimg anh.

“Khong tranh ci thi em s& chét sa0?”” Anh cudi kho.

Thé Van nhan Ky bong ngd, lai trimg niit nhin anh 1n nira: “N6i khong chimg that su s&
N6i chura xong ¢ da stmg s6t, boi vi Vién T6 Van bdng nhién gidn tai mit, ndi bi thuong w6t qua trong anh mét anh: “Bimg ndi vé van!”
Thé Van mét tu nhién kéo toc, ¢o twoi tin noi: “Vao di, sép chiéurdi...”

Anh gt d4u khong n6i gi nita, xoay ngudi di trudc ¢d, toan nhan nhur B mdi mit day than kinh déu cang thing, ban tay cAm vé ciing ndm chit. Thé Van
cui dau theo sau, c6 chot ¢6 ndi xung dong mudn viron tay giit chit anh.

Nhung tai sao chir? C6 khong ngimg suy nghii, ¢6 1& i bdi vi mudn xua dudi ndi bi thirong trong mit anh. ..
Bon ho vira tién vao rap chiéu phim thi dén d4 tit, trong bong tdi Vién T6 Van dimg budc, anh viron tay vd vai ¢d, bao ¢o di ¢ phia trude.
Anh n6i: “Hang thir ba ngay phia trude. . khong phai chd ndy, ki hang trudc nita, em dém mdi c6 hai thoi”

Khin gia ngdi chd hai bén cudi thim, Thé Van hoi ling ting, khong phat hién tay anh vin con dit trén vai minh: “Toi lm sao biét hang thir ba anh ndi |
bit dAu tinh tir d4u chir, sém biét vay anh dan dudng 1 dwoc rdi, bao i di trude Bmgi...”

“Khong dugc...” bon ho tim duge chd ng@)i, Vién T Van bit chéo chan, nhin méan hinh khong hé nhin ¢, “Khong tlﬁy emthi lam sao day.”



Nho anh sang phat ra tir mén hinh I6n ¢6 ngac nhién nhin mdt bén it anh, bong nhién 6 rat mudn khéc.

Tham chi nuréc mét da Ion von tai hde miét, chi cin nhay mét mdt cai i chay xudng ngay.

C6 xoay dau qua, cd ging chiu dung, cho dén khi dm 6t noi khoe mét din bién mit.

Anh v tinh liéc nhin ¢6: “Em sao thé?”

C6 lc dau, khién ban than nhin ¢6 vé rat binh inh.

Phim bét dau chiéu, khong phai i phim hai, moi ngudi déu nging ddu nhin mén hinh 16n, trén mit khong c6 biéu cam

Cb suy nghi: that may mén, bang khong c6 that khong biét phai im sao trung ra khudn mit twoi tin. . .vui vé ma sang sta.

Téi nay vé nha, Thé Van trin troc khong thé di Vao gidc ngi, ¢ dén ti lanh Ay mdt hop sita, d6 vao ly thiy tinh, rdi bo vao 1 vi song. Mot phit sau,
“dinh” mot tiéng, c6 Iy ra ly sita hoi nong, tir tir udng vao.

Tuédng Bach Ligt ndi, trude khi ngi udng mot ly sita nong, c6 tac dung dinh thin —— nhung tai sao ¢6 da udng hét ba ly, ngoai khong ngimg di vao
toilet thi khong con cong hi¢u nao khac.

C6 nhin dong hd trén tudng, hai gio, néu ¢ khong ngu, thir hai s& mang theo hai mét den thui di im. C6 khong mudn nhur vy, it nhat khéng mudn dé
Vién T6 Van trong thay cd nhu vay.

C6 lo dang ubng hét ly sita, sau d6 bon chon dén trudc méy tinh, viron tay g vai c4i, nin hinh lién sang Ién. C6 Ién mang, dang nhap vao trang web du
hoc sinh thurong dén, noi d6 ¢6 € ¢ thir c6 can.

“Xin chao céc tl}lnh gia trude radio, day léerhu Lo clia dai phat thanh tiéng Trung tai New York mang dén tiét muc nay cho cac bap. Tl,ﬁm nay nhiét do
tai New York van tang cao khong giam thap, chiing t6i c6 hai vi dong nghiép —— trm....v6c dang to 16n hon ngudi binh thuong miy so, dao nay bon ho
bat dau tro nén iu Xiu, bau khong khi ndy lan ra ca van phong, tham chi c6 mot vai vi dong nghiép khong c6 lrong tm da cling nhau bay dén dao
Greenland nghi phép, vi thé tir hom nay tr¢r di Thur Lo s€ ban ron hon binh thurong, phai lam thém gio. Nhung xét thay tinh hinh that nghiép tai My khong
giam, bdi vay Thu Lo nghl trude nghi sau khdng dam iy tién dinh cong.”

Hau trudng phong phat song truc tiép phét ra tiéng huyt séo, dénh tréng dong cing tiéng loa vang doi, khong thé phan bigt 6 rang d6 k “dién thu” truc
tiép, hay la da thu &m trude do, nhung tom lai c6 chitt hai hude.

“A, duoc 10i, mot tuan ban ron sap bt dau, tiét muc tun ndy c6 thé s& khién moi ngudi thong cam, boi vi ngay hom qua New York nghénh don mbt
ngdy budn nht nam nay —— ngdy 11 Thang 9. Ngay ny ¢6 I& 1 ngdy ma toan b6 thé giéi lim vao bi thurong, trong ngay nay rat nhiéu nguoi mat di ba
me, con cai, ngudi yéu, ban be, dong nghiép. . . Bon ho mat di nhirng con ngudi va tinh cam quan trong nhat, nhung t6i hy vong, bon ho s& khong mat di
nhiét tinh va khat vong doi voi cudc song,

Thét ra...Thu Lo coi nhu da tir mmh trai qua ngy bi thuwong ndy, t6i rt may mén khong mét di ngum minh yéu, ngugc lal trai qua ngay do, chiing t6i
cang kién dinh cting nhau song tiép. Nhung trong 24 gidr chd doi tin tirc, t6i da trai qua tit ca o Fing va khd s6, sau d6 mdi khi tham gia hoat dong ky
niémngy nay, no da nhic nho t6i phéi quy trong moi thir ma t6i co duge. Cho nén, nhing ban ¢ phia bén kia cta song dién tir c6 timg trai qua ngay
ndy hay khong, néu da dau kho bi thuong thi ciing khong sao, nhung héy ghi nhd ring sau khi trai qua ngiy niy, ban hiy mang theo tat ca hoai niém va
turoi cudi ma tiép tuc bude di.

Trong ngay déic biét nay, Thu Lo mudn phét bai hat ‘Close to you’ do Karen Anne Carpenter biéu dién, trong niém mdt sé ngudi mi ching ta nhé
nhung...”

Loa may tinh truyén dén tiéng hat va giai diéu quen thudc, d6 1 ca khiic. .. Thé Phén thich nhét.

Di dong dat bén canh 2o daflu truyén dén timg hdi giai diéu, cho biét ¢6 tin nhdn giri vao, Thé Vén di qua cAm kn, thurdng ngdy trudc khi ngii ¢d s& it
may, nhung toi nay quén nmt.

“02: 12: 49: emngu chua?”

C6 nhin chiim chim man hinh, hién thi nguoi giri 3 mdt day s, nhung c6 biét 1 s6 cia ai

Cb & trude ctra so di qua di lai, do du mdt e rdi moi tra 104: “02: 20: 32: khong ngu thi con c6 thé Bm gi.”
“02:21: 01: em dang ngu?”

“02:21: 58: tr!”” Dau chdm than ndy ¢6 tim rat liu.

“02:22: 45: vay hat mot bai cho t6i nghe di.”

“02: 23: 32: dang ng thi hat thé nao?”



“02: 25: 05: vira ndm mo vira hat di.”
“02: 28: 44 lic t61 ndm mo' s& khong hat...”

Thé Van di dén trude méy tinh, dong thur myc am thanh, roi quay vé niim trén giudng, M dit khong ngi dugc, nhung c6 dudng nhur bong nhién an
1ong, néu lai bién thanh “Gau meo”, thé thi khong chi ¢6 mdt minh ¢b dau nhi?

“02:29: 11: thé khi ndo thi em hat? Liic ndm mo thi im nhiing gi?”
Thé Van tho dai, det mbi bat déc di nhin Ién trin nha.

“02: 31: 04: anh that nham chan, sang mai con phai hop, di ngi sém chit di.”

“02: 32: 20: nhung ma t6i khong ng duogc em ciling khong ngi duoc d6 sao?”

*02: 35: 03: ban ny t6i da noi t01 dang nga!”
Céch nam phit ddng hd anh khong tra 104, anh dang lam gi, cuoi sao? Hay I quyét dinh khong quéy riy ¢6 “da ngi ror™?

Nhung lp tire, dién thoai c6 lai vang 1én: “02: 42: 00: duoc 16i, em da ngi 16i, em km sao ngi dugc vay? Dém sb ha? Nhung t6i nh em chi ¢6 thé dém
t6i hai thoi. ..”

“02: 44: 10: khong biét tai sao, mdi ln n6i chuyén véi anh nhiéu hon nam phit thi t6i lai ¢6 kich dong mudn giét ngwoi.”
“02: 44: 50: thi ra em c6 kich dong dbi voi toi 42”
“02:45:00: ...... 7

Anh lai cach rét laukhong tra 104, cho dén khi Thé Vannginranganhda 16i xong nhiing 10 vo nghia dinh di ngu, thi anh bong nhién giri dén mot tin nhén:
“03: 01: 23: t6i ¢6 thé hoi em mdt cau khong, tai sao em mudn quay trd v&2”

C6 binh tinh nhin man hinh di dong, 4n nit tit méy, sau d6 nhét di dong vao vi tr dudi gbi dau ma né von nén & do, tiép theo ¢ trim chin kin mit di ngil

Séng hom sau, Thé Van nhin qua tim kinh ctia thang méy trong thély Vién TO Van dimg phia sau minh mat khong biéu cam dang trimg mit nhin ¢6, ¢0
bong nhién rat muon cudi to, sau d6 giong nhur nam chinh giau ¢ trong phim truyén hinh quat to day kich tinh—— Yeah! Panda!

“0, Thé VA » Carol bi doan ngudi chen chiic sau khi nhin thiy ¢6 lién vui swéng néi, “D4a lau khong gip co, tir khi ¢6 dén chd ctia nguoi dan ong dang
sokia...

Thé Van ngn ngudi, sau d6 méi phéan tmg lai: Carol khong nhin thiy Vién T6 Van dimg ¢ phia sau.
C6 nhin sic mit anh phéan chiéu trong kinh, 1ong méy & mot bén da dyng théng kén.

“A.” cb nay sinh y twong dta gion, “Hét cach rdi...”

“Nghe n6i co thurong xuyén phai tang ca?”’ Carol to vé thong cam.

“Um...” Thé Van gt dau.

“Nghe ndi thuong xuyén khong cé thoi gian an trua?”’

“Um...” C6 cang t6 vé bt dic di git dau.

“Nghe n6i anh ta dong mot ti 1a ndi gian?”

“Um!” C6 dimg sirc git dau.

“haiz...anh ta qua that khong phai con ngudi.” Carol tong két.

Thé Van nhin qua tm kinh, trong thay khuon mét giu méo dan dan trd nén tai mét, ¢o nhin cudi, trong long dang 1én vui swéng khong biét tir dau toi.

Thang may vira dén ting 30, ¢6 voi vang kéo Carol khong biét gi chay nhur dién vao vin phong, méi vira cat tii vao ngan ti1 thi Vién T Vén da thong
tha tién vao.

“Di pha gitip t6i mdt tich ca phé.” Anh d4 vao chin c6 dang dudi & ngoai ban, c¢6 chit nghién ring nghién loi.

day hinh nhur 13 1n dAu tién anh sai

Thé Van voi vang thu chan lai, cau miy trimg Hﬁt nhin anh mot cai, sau d6 c6 ding ddy giip anh pha ca phé

0, thoi hur tat xau cia sep 1t cude da 1dira rdi.



C6 ding thia khudy tach ca phé da d6 day nudc soi, chét Iong trong sudt p tirc trdy nén vin duc, ¢6 khong khudy nita, bong nhién phét hign minh ciing
c6 mdt tat xdu—— d6 chinh | ¢b hét sirc im mdt thur ky khién nguoi ta khong hai long,

Thé Van dat tach 1én ban Vién T6 Vén, anh nhin c4i tach rdi lai nhin ¢6, trong 4nh niit chira ddy ngd wurc.

C6 ra vé vo t0i biu mdi, ngh thim biéu tinh lic ndy ctia minh nhét dinh rt dang d4nh, c6 xoay ngudi mudn roi khoi, bdng nhién ¢6 ngudi gibng nhur con
gi6 chay a0 vao van phong,

“Vién T6 Van...”

Thé Van nhin k, hoa ra la ¢6 gai s;ip JAy chdng Y mi Carol ndi, trén khudn mit xinh xin ma triing ndn ctia ¢d ta lic ndy c6 loai phin nd khé m dién ta,
6 & bieu cam do chi c6 phy nit doi vdi dan dng mai co.

Thé Van theo truc gidc mubn roi khoi, nhung 6 gai khong dé v chut ndo, 4nh mit ¢6 ta nhin thing vao Vién T6 Van.

“Loi anh néi 1a that sao?”

Vién T6 Van nhiu may: “Loi gi?”

C6 gai lay ra di dong, quo trude it anh: “Anh n6i “chiic ¢6 hanh phuc’.”

Nam chinh ngo ngic it dau, gidng nhu khong biét minh méc 161 & dau, ching I giri 1i chiic phiic ciing khién nguoi ta o4n hin sao?

Thé Van cudi khd, 6 da quén mét minh von mubn roi khoi, rdt cude b anh gid kho hay B thit su khong biét, trén thé gioi ndy c6 mot s6 ki chiic phic
s& khién ngudi khic oan han. D6 chinh 1, i chic phiic giri cho ngudi yéu minh nhung minh lai khong yéu ngwdi ta. Boi vi cho diban chiic ngudi dy tim
duoc hanh phtc the nao di nita, nhung doi véi nguoi ay, do 1a chuyén khong c6 kha ning.

C6 ghi céin mdi, nhin ra duoc sy dau kho, Thé Van nhin mit bén it co ta, ciing cim théy dau long theo. Bng nhién 6 nhd t6i mdt cau: im nguoi vi
sao phai qua co chap?

C6 gai binh finh nhin sic mit kho hiéu ctia nam chinh, c6 18 ¢6 ta dang quyét dinh gi 6. C6 ta git dau, nhe nhing ndi mdt cau: “Puoc thdi, tam bigt. ..”
Negay lic Thé Van tudng ring ¢ ta sip xoay ngudi bo di, ¢d ta dot nhién cim Ry cai tach trén ban, hit vé phia Vién T6 Van.

Sau khi sur vige xdy ra, Thé Van suy nghl, d6 1 tim trang thé ndo nhi? La yéu sa0? Hofic 1 pha i voi on hén? Tinh yéu va oén hén ciia phy i ¢6 thé
rat don glan, ciling co6 thé rat phure tap, c6 thé bing nd trong nhay nmit, cling c6 thé tan bién trong nhdy mit. Phy nit thit su a rp{)t loai sinh vat ky 12.1,7 co
1€ trén the gi6i ndy, ngoai trir ban than phu nir thi s& khong c6 nhimg sinh vat khac hiéu dugc cac ¢6. Nhung trong khoanh khéc tach ca phé nong hoi nay
hat ra, Thé Van khong nghi nggi nhicu nhu vay, ¢ gan nhu khong suy nghi, chang hé do du ma x6ng Ién che chan trude ngudi Vién T Van.

Tai sao chir?

C6 I, trong Iong ¢6 cudi kho, tach ca phé néng hdi a bao tmg ctia tro dila dai. C6 qua nhién 1 mt nguoi khong thich hop voi tro dia dai.

N&i dau ninh it thiéu ddt trén lan da co, trén lung, trén du, trén tran, nhét i ca canh tay tréi ciia ¢, chi cam thay dau dén dén ndi mudn khoc. Nhung
¢6 khong khéc, mc di cd gai kia khoc, mic duanh it hoang hét ciia Vién T6 Van nhur B dau dén mudn khoc, nhung c6 khong khoc. Trong gidy phit
4y, cO nghi t6i co gai kia sép 1én may bay di dén noi khac, ndi dau ma c6 ta phai trai qua khong biét dau khd hon vét bong nay bao nhiéu lin?

C6 chot cam thiy minh bay Ién, di qua sur ngac nhién ctia cac dong nghiép, di qua thang méy, Ién taxi, cho dén khi ti mot thé gioi sang choang, ¢6 nghi
d6 1a bénh vién.

“Céido ra.” Y ta cam thude thoa ciing mot s6 dung cu di vao, kéo man qua.

Vién T Van viron tay c6i khuy 40 len ¢6 dang niic bén ngoai, that can thin rit canh tay c6 ra, c6 bang hoang suy nghi, may ma bén trong ¢b mic 40
cdc tay, néu co tay 4o, cd & s€ yéu cau co cit tay a0 hay khong?

Y t4 thira dip Vién T Van coi khuy 4o cho ¢6, thoa thudc trén tran 6 trude, khién ¢o cin ring chiu dung
“Em cam thdy minh rét anh diing sa0?”” Anh nhiu méy, trim giong noi.

Cb chura ting thay Vién T6 Van nhu vy, nhur 1 dang tirc gian, dang phat cau, nhung ma ngudi nén tire gidn hin B ¢6 moi phai?

“Anh bao dap an nhan ciru mang minh nhu vay sao?”” Co trung anh.
...”” Anh nhin ¢6, thét lau khong lén tiéng, trong anh mét c6 mt loai cam xtic goi la dau don, “Vé sau dirmg am loai chuyén ngu xudn nay nira...”

C gin nhu nghi ring, trong khoanh khdc d6 Vién T6 Van khong thé kiém ché ma viron tay 6m c6, nhung cubi cing, loai “suy nghi”” ky quai ndy ciia co
16t cudc khong bien thanh sy that.



4...” Am cudi cing thét 1én phét ra tir miéng c6, boi vi y ta bdng nhién bt dau thoa thudc 1én canh tay bi bong do ran clia

cO.

Vién T Van ngdi phia sau cd, ban tay vin eo ¢6 ndm that chit, ¢o twa vao ong anh, tham chi c6 thé ngiri duoc mii md hoi trén ngudi anh pha 1an véi
mii ca phé va thudce 1a. Nhung c6 1§, miii ca phé khong phai ciia anh ma 1a cua co.

Thé Van rbt cude khéng nhin dugc nita ma khdc ra, day 1a camxuc hoi phure tap. MQt mit A vi ndi dau trén da thit, mét khac 13 boi vi. . .c6 mt nguoi
dang & bén canh nhin thiy ban dau don thi cling s€ dau don theo, tua nhur khdce 16¢ buon thuong cho chinh minh.

“Thét mét mt...”” Anh thip giong quét, nhung anh mét hoan toan khong phéi vay.

C6 mudn lau di nurée mét trén khudn mat, nhung da c6 nguoi giip ¢6 gat di, do 1 ngon tay cia Vién T6 Van, san sti nhung mang theo sy diu dang,
hoan toan khong hop véi sac mat hung dit ctia anh.

C6 yén lang nhin anh, quén di tAt c& niém vui, ciing quén di tAt ca dau dom, c6 chi cd thé nhé lai khi anh vAn 13 thiéu nién cta nhiéu nim vé trude, khudn
it quat cuong lai am ap.

Am thanh binh finh ctia y ta vang én: “Con chd nao bi phong khong?”
Vién T6 Van chi vong eo va chén ctia Thé Van: “Chd nay, con chd kia nita.”

“0,°Yta khong chép mt, “Vay coi quén 4doradi”

Thé Van lp tiee Ay lai tinh than, ¢6 nhin Vién T Vén, 1in dAu tién khuon mit anh tmg d6 dang ngd.

“T6i di ra ngoai.” Anh khong tinh nguyén nhung van dimg day, rdi di ra ngoai. Tuy nhién tir phia dudi birc mén ¢6 nhin thiy duoc quén tay va gidy da
mau den ctia anh, bdi vi anh dimg bén ngoai, nhur 1 dang. . .trong chirng,

Y t4 biu mdi, vira chds Thé Van c6i quan 4o vira n6i: “Ban trai ¢6 rut ré thit ddy...”

Thé Van khyng lai dong tac trén tay, kinh ngac nhin y ta: “Anh 4y. . .khong phai ban trai toi...”

“Thé thi | dang theo dudi c6?” 'Y ta khong biét Vién T Vén van con & cira, cho nén bét dau nhiéu chuyén.
“Khong c6 khong ¢6,” Thé Van xua tay, “Tuyét d6i khong co...”

“A...” Y ta bit dau giop 6 thoa thudc, “Thé thi, 1 c6 dang theo dudi anh ta?”

“A...” C6 mubn phi nhan, nhung cam giac dau don truyén t6i, khién 6 hit mdt hoi lanh.

C6 cup mit ?iuéng phin thiy d6i gidy da mau den trén chan Vién T6 Vén nhiic nhich, miic dii khong thay méit anh, nhung c6 c6 thé khing dinh tén kia
dang cuoi day.

“C5...” Tuan cubi cing ctia Thang chin, khi Tudng Bach Liét nhin thiy Thé Van bing bo ca canh tay, anh ta kinh ngac khong ndi ra 1oi.

Thé Van mim cudi bat dic di, ¢o khong mu6n coi minh gidng nhr bénh nhan méc bénh ning, nhung cap trén ctia ¢0 kicn tri nhur vdy, cudi cing y ta chi
¢ thé mang theo sic mt ghét bo Jn nhiéu chuyén ma bang bé cho ¢b, nhung may ma, khong ngd cap trén x4u xa kia lai cho phép ¢ nghi mt tuan,
hon nita theo sau do i 1& Qudc Khénh, thoang céi c6 duoc nghi ngoi hai tuan.

“Chi 14 vét thuong nho.”

“A..” Tudng Bach Liét do du git dAu, tir trong tti lanh léy bia ra, “Trong thoi gian chin thuong, duge vu dai dac biét.”

N6i xong, anh ta rét lich su giip 6 lau kho vanh lon rdi khui niip dura cho co.

Thé Van nhan ]éy, mim curoi ndi camon, ¢o uéng mdt ngumnhd, cam tlﬁy trong vi déng chat khong biét tai sao cd mot chut vi ngot.

“Tai sao 01 cam théy hinh nhu tAm tinh ctia ¢ t6t Am?” Tudng Bach Liét ng@)i VA0 Vi trf ¢, m& sd ra, bat dau viét xuéng.

“Bai vi t6i duge nghi dai han, tuy ring chi c6 nira Thang”

“Cb c6 dinh ra ngoai choi khong?”

“Bi thé nay imsao di chir.” C6 ning Ién cai tay bi throng



Tuéng Bach Ligt gat dau: “Co thich di du lich khong?”

C6 nhin anh ta, cam thiy cudc trd chuyén ctia bon ho cang ngiy cang khong gidng bac siva bénh nhan, ma c6 mot chit giéng nhur ban trén mang tinh c&
gap trén phong chat.

“Coi nhur thé di, nhung co hoi ra ngoai khong nhiéu m.”

“Hoi trude 01 | mdt nguroi rat thich di du lich,” anh ta tw n6i, “C6 1& gan nhur.. bt dau tir néim 18 tubi, hang ném nghi hé t6i s& di choi khap noi, mot
minh deo bg 16 to xuat phat, & trén giuc‘mg gip duqc du loai ngubi, ¢6 mot SO ¢o thé trd thanh ban béi, con co so ,ldma'lc thi coi nhur [a m@t con ac mong,
nhung t6i rat thich cam giac ndy, giong nhu vinh vién khong bit ngay mai s€ xay ra chuyén gi, vinh vien khong biét ngay mai minh s€ bien thanh b dang
ginira.”

Thé Van mim cudi, ¢ khong noi véi anh ta, minh ciing timg rét him md cude song nhur vy, giong nhur mdi ngay, mdi sur vic, mdi ngwoi déu tran ngip
hy vong, tat ca nhitng di€u tot dep déu xay ra sau ndy.

“Nhung na khi tudi tic 1on dan, loai cam gic nay cang trd nén khong chén tht, toi dan dan phat hién, cuc song phiéu bat bat dinh ching nhirng khong
cho t61 nhin thay hy vong, nguoc lai khién long t6i ndy sinh ndi s¢ hdi. Nhitng khu6n mit quen biét trén con dudng nay dan dan tré nén mo ho khi man

dém budng xubng con nguoi tinh king, 61 bat dau nho lai 1hdi bé, nhd lai cude sbng tai trén nho mbc mac binh dan ma t6i da timg trai qua, cudi cling toi
duong nhur hiéu dwoc mdt chit. . . Moi ngudi tai trdn nho kia vi sao bang long trai qua cude song binh than nhur thé.”

Thé Van nhin khu6n mit Tudng Bach Liét nhé lai chuyén cfi, ¢6 khong khoi cam dong, anh niit anh ta thudng chira ddy ste hdp dan, d6 han la mdt sy
hép dan. . .cla tri tué.

“T6i nght, ¢ 1& mdi nguoi ching ta khong hé biét ngay tir dAu minh muén gi, nhung it nht ching ta s& khong ngimg dat tay 1én ngue tir hoi, qué trinh nay
that ra khong thé n6i i “Pau khd” —— hoan toan khong phai,” anh ta twoi cudi kha ai, “Nhung ¢6 the 6 mdt ngiy nio d6 khi toi quay dau lai nhin
chinh minh ciia trude kia, t6i s& kinh ngac khi thdy ban thin da danh rét nhiéu thoi gian dé m mdt s viéc ma hién tai xemra 1 hoan toan v ngliia,
nhung t6i khong hé cam théy héi han, tuyét ddi khong co, boi vi néu khong co ban thén trong qua khi, thi s& khong ¢6 ban than ctia hién tai, ciing s&
khong c6 ban than ctia tirong lai.”

13 2
“Cho nén Thé Van,” anh ta n6i tiép, “T6i rat mudn biét, c6 & bén ngoai phiéu bat Au nhur vy, 1ot cude 12 vi sao ¢ m6i ha quyét tim trds v&?”

Thé Van cui kho mdt cdi, ¢6 khong tré ki ngay. DAy I lan thr hai trong vong vai ngiy ngiin ngii, ¢6 b héi van dé ny, nhung cd &, con c6 nguwdi thir
ba ciing s& hdi cing van de.

D6 chinh i ban than ¢6, 1 con nguoi bi che gidu dudi day long kia.
Hét Chuong 4
Ban dang doc truyén Thdng Tir Va Théng Néim (Thé Thén Ciia Tinh Yéu) duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuwong 5: Thang muoi — Keo hay 1a gidy géi keo

[ Twong Bach Liét: “Chang 1§ ¢6 khong cam thiy sao, ¢6 va tat ca moi ngudi quan tim yéu thurong Thé Phan, bét dau tir gidy phut cd 4y ra di, ddi voi
cac nguoi ma ndi, thoi gian da ngtmg lai.

Bit dau tir khoanh khéc dy, ¢6 tir chdi trudng thanh, co thé cd phét trién nhung ndi tAm van tri tré, ¢b van ki mdt c6 gai moi dau hai muroi, vinh vién
dng tai thoi khéic Thé Phan con sng. C6 1& ddi véi nhimg ngudi khic ma ni, nhur 1 nhitng ngudi ban ctia Thé Phan ma ¢6 da ké, bon ho ciing nhur
thé. MJi ngay trai d4t déu dang chuyén dong, nhung thoi gian clia cic ngwoi, vinh vién dimg lai tai thoi khic dau dén do, m thé nao ciing khong chiu
dudi kip budc chan ciia nhitng ngudi khac.

Nhung ma, ban ctia Thé Phén ndi ding, cho dii ¢6 4y khong con, ¢6 by cting hy vong moi nguoi s¢ song tdt, nht 14 c. T6i nghi, n6i i khong chirng chinh
¢ dy hy vong nhur vy, hy vong cac nguoi c6 thé thay co dy cudi, thay ¢6 ay khoc, thay c6 dy yéu thuong, quan trong nhat 13, thay c6 ay trudng thanh.
Vi vy c6 phat hién chinh minh thay d6i, hoac 1 ndi, cd cam thay minh khao khat sy thay déi, didu do rét tét, vo clng t6t.7]

5.1
D6 14 chuyén ctia 1& Gidng Sinh niim ngo4i, miic dit d4 & London bay ndm, nhung nhiét d6 ctia Théng mudi hai vin con hoi lanh di véi Vién Thé Van,

Ao 1bng 6 dang nic trén ngurdi 1 ctia me nhd ban mang qua, ban du ¢6 n6i khong can, nhung me cir khing khing mubn mua, hién tai cai 40 nay |
thtr khong thé thi€u trong miia dong ctia ¢
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Cb hoc dai hoc tai Bloomsbury, coi nhur B khu vire trung tam thanh ph, sau khi t5t nghiép ¢6 may mén tim duoc mdt cong viéc tai thur vién lan can, co
don ra ky tic xa, thué mdt can hd nho.

Cong viée tai thr vién don giin mi nham chén, nhung lai ¢6 réit nhiéu thoi gian ranh rdi, ¢ thuong tranh thii chudn t6i trrong san khu ndi tiéng gin do,
nghe thay 6 gidng bai, xem sinh vién tap luyén tiét muc, giong nhu hdi trude khi dén trudng. Co nghi rang, c6 s€ binh than song ti€p nhu vay, khdng can
suy nghi gl

Duéi lau can ho c6 thué c6 mot nha hang Trung Qudc khong 16n im, 6ng chia i ngudi Quang Dong, thurong xuyén tiroi cudi nghénh don khach, ban
than co rét it khi vao do, mot la khau vi khong hop, hai I gia ca khong ré, nhung dén ban xtr ciing véi khach du lich tai London thi ngdi ddy ca nha hang,
néu khong phai thoi tiét Thang muroi hai qué lanh, néi khong ching 6ng chit con co thé dat thém vai cai ban ngoai via hé.

Hom nay 1 dém binh an, v6n c6 ban dong huong hen ¢6 ra ngoai, nhung c6 kheéo Iéo tir chéi, boi vi ¢6 nhdn 10 tryre ban giiip cho mdt dong nghiép
ngudi Anh. Néu ngdy nay khong dac bict gi d6i vai co thi tai sao khong gitp ngudi khéc mubn nghi 18 chir, hon nira so voi dém binh an, ¢6 ngwoc lai
cam thiy dém giao thira dém ngwoc bén bo song Thames con c6 khong khi hon.

London ndm nay, bt dau tir tun trude di 6 tuyét roi, di trén 1op bong tuyét rat day trén mit dat cam thiy hoi tron trrot, mot s khéch san cao cap
lamnhur truée ddy dung lén twong bang chao don nam moi tai cira chinh, nhung nhing trong bang nay khong blet tai sao uon cam thiy ngaty cang thiéu
sinh dong. Tu kinh ciia cdc trung tim mua sdm tir sém da trang hoang mirng nam moi, ding rat phiéu mau do, tring va xanh 14 lam nau chinh, nhung 6
van thich nhét 1 trung tam mua sdm Fortnum & Mason ni tiéng tir xura ndim gan Piccadilly, mbi lan di ngang qua ti kinh noi d6 luon s& c6 sy ngac nhién
bat ngd, khién nguoi ta rat mudn cir ling king dimg d6 thuong thirc hoac B mo mang,

Vao dém binh an, thur vién dong cira ic nim gioy chiéu, dén tim gio rudi Thé Van tir thur vién di ra, hudng thang vé phia nhi minh. Trén duong di, ngoai
nha hang ra thi cac tiémnho khac hau nhu déu déng cira, ¢6 suy nghi mot chit, quyét dinh tré vé an mi an lién, ngy hom qua con thira nira con g

nuéng, giai quyét cho xong ludn.

bi ngang nha hang Trung Quéq duéi lau, c6 theo thurdng I nhin vao trong, ¢b kinh ngac phét hién, ngoai gurong it ngudi Chau A ra, thé ma con ¢6 hai
ban nguoi phurong Tay, thoi diém nay bon ho khong phai nén diing bita tai nha sao?

Liic c6 di qua cira nha hang thi chot dimg budc, ¢6 ngo ngac nhin thdy mdt ngudi & bén cira sd, trong long trao dang cam xtic vui suéng da lau khong
£ip.

Lurong Kién Phi kinh ngac dimg 1én, ciing ngo ngac nhin c6, mbt lic sau Lirong Kién Phi bong nhién mim cudi, cudi dén mirc vién mét do lén.
hai c6 6m chit nhau & ctra nha hang, duong nhur khong thé tin ndi ddi phuong dang cing ¢ déy.

“Thé Van,” Luong Kién Phi nghen ngo noi, “T6 khong ngd. . .that sur ¢6 thé gip cdu & ddy, vira rdi t& con néi véi dong nghiép ca t6, ban than cta t&
cd ¢ em gai song gan day.”

“Cau t6i sao khong goi dién cho &, cau c thé hoi me t6 sb dién thoai ctia t6 ma.” C6 ndm Ky canh tay Liong Kién Phi, ddy long c6 ndi vui mirng kho
ma dién ta.

“T6 voi vang sang déy, sau khi toi London rdi moi swe nhé cau & ' day, nhung t6 lai khong mang theo s6 dién thoai ctia nha cAu, nhung ciing nay dong
nghiép t& ndi hom nay mdi moi ngudi t6i nha hang Trung Qudc ndi tiéng nay an com, bang khong, .

“Té & ngay trén lau ddy, cu an xong c¢6 thé t6i tim t6i.” Thé Van nhin ngudi trong nha hang, bon ho dang khé hiéu nhin vé phia hai co.

“Khong, t& khong an, by gid theo cau ubn, cau chdr to mdt chit.” Noi xong Lurong Kién Phi quay vé chd ngdi ctia minh cim Iy tii xach, n6i vai cau véi
nguoi ngdi cling ban roi dira.

Thé Vén trong thiy Lirong Kién Phi vin cao gay nhur xura, c6 bat gidc mim cudi, ddy c6 tinh la qua Giang Sinh khong nhi?

Lic mo ctra ra, Thé Van thoéng tho' phao nhe nhdm, b vi can phong khong qué 1on xon, it nhét ¢ thé tmg phé dé tiép khach dén tham. C6 dem khan
tam hoi sang tién tay dét trén sofa treo vao phong tam, bat dau bat bép dun nurde.

“Cau biét khong,” Lrong Kién Phi nhin xung quanh, “Hién tai t& dang lim viéc ¢ Thailand.”
“A,” Thé Van dirmg mdt chit, “Dao ny tinh hinh bén d6 rét nguy hiém.”

“Hoi Thang tam Thang chin thi c6 mot chit, bay gio on roi, nhung chd t¢ lam viée khong phai & Bangkok, dudng nhur ngoai thi d6 ra thi Thailand van 1
modt quoc gia nhan nhd, khdng khac truée chit nao.”

“Piing 161, ¢b wira pha tra vira nho t6i didu mubn hoi, “Néu cau lim viée & Thailand thi Tri Thiéu Vi tinh sa0?”’
Luong Kién Phi cudi diu dang: “Bon 6 Iy hon roi.”
Thé Van kinh ngac nhin ¢6 ban ci, trong khoang thoi gian ngin c6 chit ngo ngic, khong biét nén néi gi moi tot.

“Rét giat minh phai khong,” Lwrong Kién Phi nhiin vai, “Liic du chinh t6 ciing thiy sGc mdt chit, nhung bay gio hinh nhur cam thiy. ..d6 nén 1 sy lya



chon cua t6.”

Thé Van bung tra da pha xong dén trude mat Luong Kién Phi, co rat nyén hoi tai sao ly hon, nhunglm dén bqén miéng lai nudt trd v&, boi vi dbi véi
chuyén chia tay, ai cling c6 du loai ly do, ngurdi khac hoan toan khong hiéu duge, ciing khong can thiet phai hicu.

“La bdi vi,” Lurong Kién Phi t6 v& binh tinh, nhur B ké chuyén ciia ngudi khéc, “Anh ta rét king nhéing, luon chu todn giita t¢ va nhitmg ngudi phy nit
khac. . .t& 1ot cude khdng theé nao chiu dung dugc nita.”

Thé Van mim cudi bat déc di, nu cuoi nity khong phai chim biém, ciing khong phéi thuong hai, chi la bat déc di thuan tiy, Luong Kién Phi nht dinh ¢6
thé hiéu duoc nu cup’i nay, boi vi trép mit c6 cling mang theo mdt chiit bat dac di. Miac du sau khi tréi’qua dau kho thi chinh Ia sy t€ dai binl} than, nhung
du sao do ciing 14 ndi dau don séu sac trong long modt nguoi phy ni, cho du tuong lai c6 mot ngay ¢6 ay tim duge hanh phiic khac, nhitng noi dau nay
van s& khac vao mdt ngd ngach nao do.

“Thoi, néi chuyén cta cdu di.”” Luong Kién Phi n6i.

“T6? Hién tai t& lam viéc tai mot thur yién gﬁn day, nham chan nhung nhan nh, trai qua cudc séng don gian.” Thé Van ngéi trén sofa, mdt tay dat trén
chd tya lung, nhin k¥ c6 gai trude niit hoac 1a n6i, phu nir.

Pling vy, cac ¢b da hai muroi tam tudi roi, khong thé goi 1 co gai duoc nira.
“Céu c6 ban trai khong?” Lirong Kién Phi udn rit truc tiép.

“Khoéng cd.” Co mim cudi phi nhan.

“Sao lai thé chir!” Dbi phurong nhur 1 khong tin,

“That md.” C ght dau.

“Khong ai theo dudi cau u?”’

Thé Van nghiéng dAu suy nghii: “C6 1§ ¢6, nhung ma t& chéng nhé nita.”

“O...n6i mdi nho, theo t¢ duwoc bit, Thach Thy Thén ciing cdn doc thin ddy.” Liic Lwrong Kién Phi cudi rd Ién, trén khudn mit ¢6 hai dwong Iom xudng
dai manh, Thé Van khong biét nén goi 1a gj, chang € ciing loai voi ma lim dong tién sao?

C0 lap tire xua tay: “Lam on, bon t& chi 1a ban thin ma thoi.”
“0O? Nhung hinh nhur t6 nhé Thé Phén timg ni vi t6 anh ta ¢6 y véi cau...”

Noi xong cau d6 hai nguoi déu ngén ngo, cai ngurdi ma cac ¢ kiéng dé ngay tir dau khong nhic t6i, 6t cude xuét hién mot cach tir nhién nhur vy,
khong hé du doan trude.

Pling vdy, Thé Phan. .. 1u r6i c6 4y khong xuét hién trong cude sdng ctia cac cd. Trong khi ¢6 Ay ra di, ¢6 18 ndo ciing mang theo thir gi khong?
Lurong Kién Phi mim mbi: “T¢ xin 161, t6 khong ¢d y...”
“Khong sao.” Thé Van mim cudi ngin Kién Phi xin 181, trén thuc té, ¢6 hoan toan khong can 10i xin 10i.

“Vira rdi lic nhin théy céu, t& thdm chi tuong nhdm coi cdu i cau éy, lae d6 t& mGi biét, minh nhé cau éy bao nhiéu.” Luong Kién Phi dta nghich ngén
tay minh, tura nhu mdt c6 gai moi muroi may tuoi.

“Ding vdy,” Thé Van hit sdu mot hoi, “C6 doi khi xoay nguoi lai, hinh nhu chi dy dimg ¢ déng sau t6...”

C6 khong nhd da bao Jau rdi chura ké vé chi voi ngudi khac, ¢6 18, rat Jau rt iu roi. Bay néim & London, chi khi tt nghiép ¢6 mdi tré v& mot an, sau d6
déu 1a me sang tham cd, me udn ¢ y vo tinh nhac tdi The Phan, giong nhir 1a c6 con gai lon van chira mat, chi 1a tam thoi di xa thoi

“Hoi tét t& vé& nha ¢ di thimmd cau dy.” Lwong Kién Phi ubng mdt ngum tra, than nhién noi.

“Thé 4, camon.”

“Néu cau 4y chra qua doi, cdu doan xem trong hai cau ai 1 nguoi két hon trrdc?”

Thé Van git minh md to mit, ¢ nghi nghit: “Chéc 1 chi Ay rdi. . . Chi 4y cha dong, tich cuc nhur vay.”

“Cau biét khong,” Lwrong Kién Phi ding giong di¢u binh théin n6i, “T¢ va Lam Bao Thyc tlmg nghi ngd ciu &y dang yéu, nhung cudi cing nghi vén ndy
trd thanh an s vinh vién khong giai duoc. ..”

Thé Van cudi mdt cai, khong néi g, mdi mdt an sb duoc sinh ra khi moi nguoi ra di, ¢6 ciing thudng thuong suy nghi, néu Thé Phan con song, chi dy s&



thé ndo, cac cd sé ra sao. ..

Nhung ddy | mot 4n s6, mot 4n s vinh vién khong gidi dwoc. Boi vi Thé Phan da chét, rét cude khong thé quay lai nita ma cach xa co.

Budi t6i dém binh an d6 1 budi t6i vui vé nhét ké tir khi Thé Van dén London, ¢6 va Lirong Kién Phi tan giu rét chuyén cta trude kia, vé& cude sbng
truong hoe, vé ban hoc, v miy nam nay, duong nhién con c6 Thé Phén. C6 khong hi€u chinh minh, nhung ¢6 the binh than n6i chuyén vé The Phén,
nic du ban dau moi 1an néi t6i d€ tai nay ¢ udn khdng kiem ché duge ma run ray.

Bit dau tir khi ndo, c6 di thay doi, ngay ca ban than c6 ciing cam thiy c6 chit. . .xa la?

Trude khi di, Thé Van tién Luong Kién Phi xudng dudi liu don xe taxi, dimg dudi dén duong & goc tuong, Luong Kién Phi nhin 6, ny cudi trén niit
thén thict nhu vay.

“Thé Van, hdm nay gap duoc cdu that sy t6t qua...”

[T3E 1]

Luong Kiéq Phi nghen ngio, nhung van tuoi cuoi: “Hom nay t& bdng nhién cam thy, méc di Thé Phén di rdi, nhung cau van & day 1 t6t rdi. Bon t&
déu phai chap nhén sy thit ndy, sau d6 vui vé song tiép, bdi vi cau ay 1a ngurdi ¢b tinh cach cdi mo, nhiét tinh. . . Cau ay nhat dinh cling hy vong bon minh
¢6 thé sdng tt.”

Mit Thé Vén ngén 16, ¢6 khong n6i thém 1o ndo, chi mim cudi git dau, vay tay, nhin Luong Kién Phi ngdi trén xe taxi, trong thiy bong déng miu vang
101 khéi tam mt co.

DBogi cho moi thir khdi phuc lai vé yén binh clia trude kia, ¢6 mdi phat hién, ngay ca cau “tam biét” minh ciing chura kip noi.
Nhung 6 mim cuoi suy nghi, ¢6 quan hé gi chir, céc 6 nhit dinh s& gip lai nhau thoi.
Khong phai sao?

“Cho nén, giip lai ban cil cia chi géi | nguyén nhan khién ¢6 ha quyét tim tr vé sao?” Tuong Béch Liét hai tay 6m dAu twa trén hung gh€, séc mit tha
1ong nhin Thé Vén,

Thé Van nghiéng dau suy nghi: “Coi nhur I vay di, t0i chi . . tir sau khi nhin thiy c6 4y, bong nhién rat mubn gip lai nhitng ngudi khéc. Rét mong
muon. . Jamnhu vay.”

Tudng Bach Liét cudi rd 1én, khong biét 1 cuoi c6 ngdy tho, hay 1 cudi ¢ tinh tinh thay doi thit thuong,

“C6 I trude khi gip co 4y, t6i gAn nhur ngiin cach véi cude sdng trude kia, t6i chi mudn quén di chinh minh e dau, trai qua mdt cude song. ... don gian
khac, cho nén t6i yén long trai qua cudc song nhur vay.” C6 ndi, giong nhur nhan vat chinh trong cau nay khong phai 1a ¢6, ma 1a nhiing ngudi khac.

“Nhung sau khi giip ¢6 4y, bong nhién goi lai nhitng hoai niém vé tinh thén, tinh ban, va qua khir ctia ¢6, nhitng hoai niém ns ¢6 mudn che gidu cir thé
thinh linh bi dao bédi Ién.” Tudng Bach Liét tiep 10i ¢, phan tich.

“C6 16 vay,” Thé Van cuoi khd, “C6 18 t6i bdng nhién y thirc duge chinh minh thay d6i, hogic 1 noi. . .t6i muén thay d6i.”
“Diéu ndy rat tot.” Anh ta chot noi.

“...”C6 nhin anh ta, n6i khong ra 1oi.

“Sy thay d6i nay rat tot.”

“Chéing I& c6 khong cam thiy sao, ¢b va tht ca moi ngudi quan tim yéu throng Thé Phén, bt dAu tir gidy phit ¢d Ay ra di, d6i voi cac ngudi ma ndi, thoi
gian da ngimg lai.” Bi€u tinh trén mét anh ta am ap nhu vy, vo tinh khién ngurodi ta cam thay yén binh,

“Bit du tir khoanh khiic y, c0 tir chdi truong thanh, co thé ¢d phét trién nhung ni tim van tri tré, ¢6 vin B mot ¢d géi m6i dau hai muoi, vinh vién
dung tai thoi khic Thé Phn con song. C6 & doi voi nhitng ngwrdi khac ma ni, nhur 1 nhitng nguoi ban cua Thé Phan ma ¢6 da ke, bon ho cling nhur
the. MOi ngay tréi dat déu dang chuyén dong, nhung thoi gian ctia cac nguoi, vinh vien dimg lai tai thoi khac dau don do, lam thé nao ciing khong chiu
dudi kip bude chan cua nhitng nguoi khac.”

C6 n6i khong ra 1i, ¢6 1& Tudng Bach Liét néi ding, C6 18, khi gap phai dau khd va da kich, c6 da déng lai canh cira trai tim, khong bao o nudn mo

rong ra nira.

“Nhung ns, ban ctia Thé Phan néi diing, cho di1 ¢6 4y khong con, ¢6 dy ciing hy vong moi ngudi s& song tot, nhét 1 c6. Toi nghi, ndi khong chimg chinh



¢6 4y hy vong nhur vay, hy vong cac nguoi co thé thay c6 dy cudi, thay o 4y khoc, thay ¢o ay yéu thurong, quan trong nhat 13, thay c0 4y trudng thanh.
Vi vdy c6 phat hién chinh minh thay doi, hoac 16}, ¢6 cam théy minh khao khat sy thay i, didu do rat tot, vo cing tbt.” Tuong Bach Liét khong ngdi
lwoi nhc nhur trde nita, mé 1 hai khuyu tay chong trén mit ban, nh 1 ¢ vii cho Thé Van,

“That sa0?” C6 cudi khd, nhung ny cudi ndy ciing khong dau khd nhur vay.

“That m.” Anh ta gt dAu, khing dinh.

“Thé thi...” C6 16 ra nu cudi don thudn, “Téi yén tim rdi.”” Chuong 5.2

L2 Qudc Khanh nam nay V:E:ll’l long trong nhur trude, tai nhing ngd tur duodng chi yéu trong thanh phd déu giing dén két hoa hai bén, khong khi vui mirng
khong thua gi ndm moi. Thé Vén nho t6i I ky niém 50 nam Quoce Khanh, ciing long trong nhur vay, nhung nhoang cai dé qua rat nhiu nam, canh trong
lic dy trdé nén mo hd, c6 chi con nhd nim ay 19 tudi tim tinh nhdy nhét ma ngy tho.

Sang sémngay 1 Thang 10, The Vén con dam chim trong gidc ngu, tiéng chudng cira chdi tai bdng nhién vang vong trong phong, c6 hoi mo miit ra,
khong muén dé ¥, nhung cudi cling van nén gian di mo cira.

“Aid6...” C6 con budn ngi, tién dén mét meo trudc cira.
“T6i ddy.” Khong doi ¢6 nhin 1 rang, 4m thanh trim thép ctia Vién TS Van tir ngoai cira truyén dén.

A

Thé Van lp tiec tinh to lai, mo to hai mét, khi ¢6 quan sét tir trén xudng dudi mot lan thi méi dam xéc dinh, ngudi dimg ngoai cira that ki “sép mor” tinh
tinh x4u xa ctia co.

“Sao anh lai t6i ddy. ..” Co thé dang boc chén ciia ¢ chot clmg ngic.
“M6 cira trude di.” Nguoi ngoai cira hinh nhur khong ¢6 kién nhan,
C6 chan cho chbe 1at, rdt cude mo ra mot khe hé, tir bén trong nhin ra xung quanh bén ngoai.

Vién T Van khong chit khach khi dy vao, ¢o 1An cira déu bi nguoi ta ddy di, canh clra md ra ndm trén tudng, con ¢d thi ngdl xubng dét, nhe ring tron
Nt xoa cénh tay bi bong,

Vién T6 Vén voi vang budng do trong tay, ngdi xom bén canh ¢6, ning ¢6 dimg ddy: “Nay, em khong sao chi...”
“Anh néi dil” Thé Van tirc gian trimg anh.

“Biét trimg t6i c6 nghiia i khong sao.” Vién T6 Van thiy c¢6 dimg viing vang, anh quay trd lai dong cura, 10i cAm tAt ca do dac trén it dat vao phong
bép, thir nén ra dong thi ra dong, thir nén dat trong t lanh thi dit vao day.

“0...” C6 bdng nhién kinh ngac nhin anh, “Anh quen tay nhi, t6i con nghi ngd anh khong phai thira dip t6i ving nha ma kn qua déy chir.”
Vién T6 Van khong dé bung nhiin vai, tiép tuc dong tac trén tay: “Bb tri ctia phong em giong y nhur cin hd ctia Hang Tyr ¢ tang trén. ..
Thiy ¢6 ngd ra khong phan bac lai dwoc, anh bd sung mot cau: “Khéng phai sao.”

C6 cao toc khong biét nén ndi gi, anh va Hang Tu tuy ring khong cing l6p, nhung trude kia ho déu ¢ trong doi béng 16, cho nén tinh cam ciing tt
Jam. .. Nhung diéu niy khong phéi i trong diémma ¢6 muén noi, trong diém 1: “Anh t6i nha t6i lam gi?””

Anh 16 ra i cudi xAu xa: “Toi t61 bao an.”

May tiéng sau, Thé Van méi biét duogc, bao 4n ma anh ndi chi a ndu mot bira com

“Pd an thé ndy. . .anh mudn ira bip qua cira sa0?”” C6 nhin thirc an trén ban, nhin thé ndo ciing thiy c6 vé suy dinh dudng, 6 nhiu my td vé hoanh hoe.
“Mdi em an trude i hiy binh ludn sau.” Anh ngdi d6i dién, ung dung than nhién.

.....

namtrong thit ga, ¢6 vira nhal, vira tinh nén bt bé ra sa0, nhung cudi cting van bo cudc.
“Ciing khong t& nhi.” Tién sinh tinh cach xAu xa hinh nhur rét ¢6 tu tin.

"[hé Van nubt xuéng miéng thit g3, c6 déu mdi khong tra 11, sau do chuyén sang tin cong dia thit xé soi hrong ca bén canh. Péng so i, miii vi ciing ngon
lam. . .tham chi I3, rat ngon.

“Nhur vy. ..”” Nira tiéng sau, khi Thé Van thay bung minh no ciing, ¢ cén rang khong tinh nguyén n6i, “Anh bao an thanh cong roi.”



Vién T6 Van & déi dién lai phan dbi nhin vai: “Khong ngd em d& dang thoa méin nhur vy, trén thye €. . hanh dong bao 4n ca t6i con chua bt du.”
Thé Van kinh ngac nhin anh, trong long ndy sinh hoang so: “Ac khong. . .thé nay duoc rdi...”

Anh dimg ddly bit dau thu don chén bét, d con an duoc bé vao ti lanh, nhig thir khdc thi it trong bon rira ngm nud, tt ca déu gon ging ngiin
nap.

Thé Van biu mdi: “Khong ngd. . .anh con rat gioi giang.”

Anh nghe ¢6 n6i vy, bdng nhién quay du nhin ¢d, trong anh mit lai mang theo chit y sic duc.

“Anh dimg hiéu Am. ..” C6 bbi r6i voi vang xua tay, “Toi khong ¢ ¥ gi khac...”

Anh di vé phia c6, kéo canh tay phai khong bi thong ctia 6, di thing v& phia phong ngu.

“Nay! Anh...” Sau khi bi ném Ién girong, Thé Van hoang s tron to hai it nhin thiy anh c6i 4o khoac bén ngoai, di ra rdi xach mdt tii d6 quay trd vé.
Anh ngdi x6m trude mit cd, kéo qua canh tay bi thurong ciia ¢6, bt dau thio bang gac.

Thét ra bang gac ndy c6 da thay tdi qua trude khi ngli, nhung nhin anh thio ra nhanh nhen nhur vay, ¢6 khong Ién tiéng,

Tir trong ti anh Iy ra thubc m, nghiém tic m can than thoa 1én chd c6 bi bong, ky that da do hon nhiéu r6i, chi con nhin thiy mdt mang mau do thoi.
Liic thoa thuoc, mit may anh nhin nhé cang thang, tya nhu lan trude ¢6 nhd nham gio hop, 1am hai anh bi 6ng chil mfing md mot tran.

“Puoc, duge rdi...” Thé Van khong duoc ty nhién ndi, “Toi ty lam duge.”

Vién T6 Van ctii dau, tiép tuc dong tac, khong ndi gi ca.

“Nay, anh c6 nghe t6i noi khong ha —— ah. ..” C6 di chuyén canh tay, két qua dan t6i dau don, khong khoi hit mot hoi.
Anh ngéng du nhin ¢, trong mét c6 mot chit bit déc di: “Emnhét dinh phai dbi nghich vi toi sao.”

“_..”” C6 nhin anh thoa thudc xong, quin bang gac, khong biét nén noi gi.

“Pugc r0i,” anh nhe giong, “Bdo an chim dat.”

Thé Van thd dai, nghi thAm ciing may anh khong lim ra chuyén gi “ky quai”.

“Vi sa0 t6i cam thy tiéng the' dai ny ctia em gidng nhur rat mat mat,” tinh tinh x4u xa cta anh lai bat du phat tac, “Ching I8, em mubn thir khac. ..”
“Tuyét d6i khong c6.” C tra 1i nhur dinh d6ng cot.

Anh ngdi x6m true mit ¢, hoi ddm chiéu nhin ¢6, 1 dnh mét hu v6 mo mit, khong giéng nhur anh e binh thudng, nhur B mudn xuyén qua ¢6 hin thiy
mot thir gi do.

Chudng ctra bdng nhién vang Ién, hai ngudi von ngo ngac ddi dién nhau déu cing hoang so, Vién T6 Van hoi mit tir nhién mé ho nhe mdt tiéng, anh
dung én ra hiéu c6 di mo cira.

Thé Vén doan 1 Tir Mic, ¢ lién chay toi mo cira, nhung nguoi dimg trude cira khong phéi Tir Mic ni 3 mt ngudi co khong ngd t6i.

“Hi...” Sic mat Thach Thu Thin ciling rat mat tu nhién, tr sau budi t6i ctia nfiy tudn trude, bon ho chua tirng ggip lai, cling khong lién lac véi nhau.
Thé Van suy nghi lac quan, qua mdt thoi gian thi s& n, nhung lic ndy bdng nhién tréng thiy anh ta, c6 lai khong biét im sao.

“Gén déy cau. . .khoe khong. ..” Thiy ¢ khong n6i gi, Thach Thu Thin dinh pha v&r s trAm Eing,

“A, r...” C6 nd ny cudi trir clng ngdic, khong duoc t nhién dong canh tay mot chit.

“Cau sao thé?”” Anh ta hoang hdt nhin thiy canh tay ¢6 quan bang gac.

“Khong c6 viée g, chi i bi bong chit thdi. ..” C6 cang mit tur nhién hon.

“Sao lai thanh nhu vay?”” Trén mat Thach Thu Thin ludt qua mit tia dau don.

“. Thé Vando du khong biét nén tra 10 ra sao, gitta ¢6 va Thach Thy Thin, Vién T8 Van nhur 2 mdt d8 tai cAm ky, mdi n nhic t¢1 tén anh, Thach
Thu Than luén muon noi lai thoi.



Nhung ngay lic ¢6 dang nghi nén ly c& gi thi am thanh trdm thap ctia Vién To Van chot vang Ién tir phia sau lung c6: “La vi mudn ciru toi.”

Khi Thach Thy Than trong thy Vién T6 Vén, sic mit anh ta chi c6 thé ding kinh ngac dé hinh dung, nhung qua vai gily ngiin ngti, anh ta bong tr& nén
binh tinh, binh tinh mdt cach la thirong, giong nhur bat ¢t chuyén gi cling khong thé nao dao dong anh ta.

“T6. . .di trude.” Sau thoi gian dai im Iing guong gao, Thach Thu Than n6i truée, “Cau cd ranh thi goi cho td, t& o 1o mudn n6i véi cau.”

Noi xong, anh ta 16 ra ny cudi diu dang cta thuong ngay, nhungbentrongnucumaytmngtheo chit lanh king ma Thé Vancamthayxa la. Nhur thé
ngudi dan éng trurde miét chi co khudn mit gidng Thach Thy Than, nhung trén thire té anh ta khong phai Thach Thu Than.

Anh ta xoay ngudi di vao thang mdy, khoanh khéic canh cira dong lai, Thé Van c6 nbi xung dong mudn goi anh ta lai. Nhung ¢6 chi hoi hé miéng, chiang
thot ra duoc tiéng nao —— sau khi goi anh ta lai thi c6 nén lam nhiing gi?

Khong biét, ¢6 that sur khong biét, c6 1& c6 chi mubn thanh khin n6i mdt tiéng xin 16i véi anh ta.
D6 12 101 xin 161 mé ¢6 da no anh ta tir rt lAu rat Au trude kia.
“NHhét thiét dimg néi xin 16i v6i anh ta.” Am thanh ciia Vién T Vén bdng nhién lanh king truyén dén tir trén dinh dau co.

“Anh ta ld mot ngudi co 1ong tr trong rat cao, tir chdi anh ta tt nhét 1 khong m gi ca, chi can Fic dau i dwoc. Ngudi nhu thé thir ghét nhét khong phai
12 bi tir chdi, ma I3 sy thiong hai ctia nguroi khac.”

Thé Van déng ctra lai, vira dinh thoat khoi pham vi hoi thd ctia anh, vira n6i: “Toi tir chdi anh Ay hay khong ching ¢6 lién quan gi dén anh.”
“Sao lai khong lién quan dén t6i?” Anh giir chit co, ép ¢d dén goc turdng phia sau cira.

“..” C6 so hai mo to mit, khong ddm én tiéng,

“Em khong phai dang theo dudi toi sa0?” Liic anh n6i chuyén, it khong ddi séc tim khong dap manh.

“Liic ¢ trong bénh vién, em da thira nhan véi y ta rdi ma, trdng riang t6i khong nghe dwoc w?” Anh mim cudi, nhay nit.

Thé Van trimg mit nhin anh, nghién réing nghién loi noi: “Vién To Van, t0i thit hdi hin, tai sao lai giip anh tranh tai hoa ndy, ti nén cho anh bi bong
chét!”

Anh van mim cuoi, nhin vai: “Céi nay goi 1 ‘doc nhat 1 long da dan ba’ sao?”

N6i xong, khong doi co phan bac, anh d4 xoay nguoi di vao phong bép rira chén.

Ca ky nghi Quc Khanh, Thé Vén déu & trong nha, Tir Mic miy hom trude da cung Hang Tur ra ngoai du lich, me cing ba ngoai vé qué, ngay ca
Tudng Bach Liét cling It lai cude hen trude voi ¢d, ndi 1 ¢ ban tir Pai Loan dén Thuong Hai choi, vé phan Thach Thu Than. .. C6 van khong thé lay
diing khi di tim anh ta.

Vi thé ky nghi dai han von vui vé, nhung Thé Vén lai rau ri khong vui. Hon nita, sau ngiy hom kia ngay cé tén Vién To Van xAu xa ciing bién mt.

Oh! C6 gd dau minh, vi sao lai nhé téi Vién T6 Van chir?!

Ngay nghi cudi cling, c6 mdt minh dén bénh vién tai kham, bac sinoi trén co ban da khong c6 gi dang ngai, nhung van phai thoa thube md hang ngay.

Trd vé dudi Ju khu chung cur, Thé Van quyét dinh dén cira hang tién loi mua chut mi an ién va dd an vat, ngay Théng & mdt minh, e ring ddy 1 nhiing
thir can thiét.

Vira vao trong ctra hang, c6 ngudi chao héi ¢d, c¢d nhin k¥, lai 1a Hang Phong,

“Chao anh.” C6 mim cudi, doan ring anh tdi tim Hang Ty.

“Em. . .sa0 vay.” Hang Phong chi canh tay c6 quén bang gac hoi mong

“Bi phong thoi a.” C6 curdi xau ho.

Anh khong hoi nguyén nhén, chi i git dau, r6i xach hai tti ca phé va bia da tra tién xong: “Vira lic, ¢6 db cho em”

s



Thé Van di theo anh dén bén canh mdt chiéc xe viét di dau trudc cira hing, c6 nhé t6i vu tai nan xe ¢d vao hai Thang trurde, bén hoi: “Xe stra xong rdi
u?”’

Hang Phong cudi khd git dau: “Em ciing biét chuyén dién rd ctia hai dira kia sa0?”

“E Ia e 4y em ciing dién 1O v&i bon ho, méc du 1 do em bi ép budc.”

Hang Phong md cdp xe, dem dd vira mua bo vao trong, sau d6 cam miy quyén sach dua t6i trude mit co: “Loai sach ‘sic bén’ ma em can ddy.”
“A...” Thé Van ngo ngéc nhin anh, khong ngd anh vAn con nhé, bdng nhién ¢b ¢ chit xAu hd ngrong nging

“Anh chuan bj trong xe rat nhiéu,” 4m thanh n6i chuyén ctia anh trong than thiét mang theo chit tréu choc, “La dé tmg pho v6i fan nhu em.”

C5 bat cudi, anh thrdng xuyén c6 thé im tiéu tan xdu hd cta ngudi khac dé vay u?

“Hang dai ca,” c6 goi anh nhu thé, 13 boi vi anh tht sur giéng mot ngudi anh ca co tri, “Emcd thé hoi anh mdt vin dé khong?”

“Néu em thich, ¢6 thé. Nhung anh uon ¢6 a0 gidc minh ki nam chinh trong loai sach vo thuat.”

Thé Van khong dé tam hoi tiép: “Tai sao lan dAu tién khi anh nhin thiy em, anh dit khéng dinh chiing ta khong phai 12 tuyp nguoi ctia dbi phuong chir?”
C6 chi la. . .mubn biét dap an thoi.

“Boi i, ¢6 I ching ta tan thuong tinh cach ciia d6i phuong, nhung khong thé nio hép dan n nhau,” anh dimg mot chit, khong cho co hoi tiép, “Hap
dan la mt van dé rat phrc tap, nhung ndi don gidn, chinh 1 ching ta khong ¢4 loai khat vong birc thiet mubn biet doi phuong la loai nguoi the nao, hodc
161 thong thrdng mot chit, d6 1 mdt loai hicu ky, long hicu ky cia mdt ngudi doi voi mot nguoi khdc —— nhung anh cam thy giira ching ta khong c6
loai hiéu ky nay, chi don gian vay thoi.”

Thé Van ¢6 cam gide d khoc do cudi bai tran: “Nhung em ciing ¢6 1ong hiéu ky dbi voi anh ma. . .”

“Thé u,” anh cui 1o kn, vén rét than thidt, “Long hiéu ky ciia em dya vao anh K nha vén tiéu thuyét trinh tham, n6i cach khéc, em cam thiy 0 md vé
cudc song cua nha van tiéu thuyet trinh tham thoi, néu anh khdng phai thi sao, anh chi 1a mdt vién chirc binh thudng, em con cdm thay to mo ve anh
khong?”

Thé Van nghi nghi, rt cude dau hang Fc dau.

“Em gai &, anh B mot ngudi dan ong déng so, tot nhét dimg nay sinh long hiu ky ddi véi anh.” Anh ra vé | mdt nguoi dan ong tot, nhung 1o n6i lai |
ctia nguoi dan 6ng xau xa.

Cb chi danh bt cuoi dong y: “Vay duoc roi.”

C6 1& d6i khi tira nhur 10i Hang Phong, ¢6 phai 1 tuyp ngudi ciia nhau hay khong, liéc mét mot cai c6 thé dinh théing bai ngay.

“Anh dén tim Hang Ty sa0?” C6 hoi.

Hang Phong git dau, nhin dng hd: “Xemnhu [ thé, nhung hai dira mudn qué, bay gio anh c6 viée phai di.”

“Vay. . .tambiét.”

Thé Vén nhin nguoi dan ng thi vi ndy én xe, anh ha ctra kinh xe, vay tay mim cudi n6i tam biét.

Néu, chi & néu, tréi tim ¢0 trong rdng, thé thi c6 thé cam thay himg thii voi Hang Phong khong? Khong phii  loai himg thi cita doc gia ddi voi tic gi,
ma la mot ngudi phu nit d6i voi mot nguoi dan ong,

C6 & vay, biét dau déu c6 thé, ching qua doi khi trén thé giéi ndy, khong hé 6 ¢6 &.

Ngay dau tién m viée sau ky nghi dai han, Thé Van day sém hon binh thudng 15 phit, nhung vi ket xe suyt niva la dén muon. Trén dudng tir ban tiép
tan di vao van phong, ¢ cam thay anh miat moi nguoi nhin ¢6 déu mang theo chit kinh né, Carol tir xa nhin thy c6 lién kéu to: “Sy tich anh diing ctru
chii ctia c6 da truyén khap noi, vét thuong lanh r6i chir, t6i 4 hoi phong nhan s, cé thé dugce tinh tai nan lao dong.”

Thé Van cudi kho mot chit, ¢6 d tro thanh nhan vt anh hing, nhung moi nguoi khong biét, ¢6 khong phai that s ¢6 long ot di ctru Vién TO Van, chi
1a khong mudn bai vi tro dua dai ctia minh ma hai anh thoi.

Céc dong nghiép trong bd mdn dii ¢6 quen hay khong déu chi dong chao hoi co, co 1€ déy la dai ngd danh cho nhAn vét trong tam chi dé, nhung 6
khong phén biét rd rang vi€e trd thanh nhan vat trong tam chi d€ 1a may nin. . .hay 1a bat hanh?

Nhung sang hom nay Vién T6 Véan khong vao cong ty, ciing khong goi dién ban giao v6i ¢d, nhur B bde hoi khoi nhan gian rdi, vi thé dén gior in trra,
Theé Van hen di an cting Carol.



“Nay,” Carol vira gam diii gi vira n6i, “That khong ngd binh thuong c6 im hoi ling tiéng, ngwroc lai rat ding cam.”
Thé Van cudi hai tiéng girong gao, khong muén giai thich nhiéu.
“Chd bi thirong con dau khong?”

“Khong nghiém trong nhur moi nguroi tuong trong dau.” Thé Van miic 40 so mi tay tring, 40 khoac choang Ién vai, bang gac gi d6 da duoc c6 thio ra
10i, chi 1 chd bj bong phai thoa thude mdi ngiy.

“haiz. . .nhung that diing 1 khong thé tudng tugng do. .. Carol vo cting cam khéi noi.
“¥” Thé Van nhiu méy, khong biét vi sao Carol mudn ndi vay, khong phai  giap Vién T6 Van chén tich murde thdi sao, dau dén ndi nhur vay.

“Nay,” Carol chot sap lai gan, sic mit thin bi, “C rdt cude thich quan 1 Vién diém ndo nhét, in trude gip b trong thang méy, ¢6 con ndi anh ta rat
hung dir ma.”

“Ha?” C6 mo to mit, cam thiy hinh nhur minh va Carol khong & cling mot thé gii.

“Ha cai i, tat ca moi ngudi déu biét hét 61

“Biét, bict cai gi...” C6 ¢ du cam chang lnh.

“Chuyén c6 dang theo dudi quan Iy Vién.” Carol néi xong, cudi nguong nging, giéng nhur hién tai nguoi dang theo dudi i ¢6 ta.

“Cb, ¢ ndi cai gi? Toi theo dudi tén kia lic ndo. ..” Thé Van thiy minh hét duong chdi ci.

“C6 dung méc ¢& ma,” Carol huo tay cudi hi hi, vé miit hao phong noi, “Lan trude khi két thic cude hop, méy quan Iy cap cao dang thao ludn chuyén
ndy, sép i hoi quan Iy Vién “thu ky ciia anh t6t v6i anh nhu vay, khong phai dang theo dudi anh chir’, quan Iy Vién lai cudi rét map mo, tuy ring anh ta
khong n6i gi, nhung ching t6i déu doan duoc y tir trong do. .

“Huh...” Trong du c0 t bay ra canh ndy, hinh dung bi¢u tinh cudi nhu khong cudi ctia Vién T6 Van, néu ddi lai ¢ thi ciing s& gidng nhu ngudi khéc
hi€u cau tra 101 ctia anh 1a nhu vdy —— nhung ma, céi tén Vién TO Van khd ua kia tai sao phai lam nhu vay, anh biét 16 c6 khong phai dang theo dudi
anh!
Nhur vdy. ..d4y nhat dinh i tro dua dai xAu xa nhat ctia anh?

Thé Vén bdng dung dimg Ién, ding 4m thanh trdm thdp ma rét khing dinh n6i: “Mic ké moi nguoi tin hay khéng, t6i tuyét dbi khong c6 theo dudi anh
ta,”

N6i xong, ¢6 cam lon tra sita lanh con chua udng hét, chi dé lai Carol dang kinh ngac, ching biét c6 nén nghiém tic suy nghi thue hu vé 161 néi ctia ¢6
hay khong.

C6 vira di vira iy ra di dong, sau d6 bam viao mdt day sd, an nit goi. Mot It sau, am thanh mét moi ctia Vién T6 Van vang Ién & dau ddy bén kia: “A
10?7

“Vién T6 Van, sau ndy anh t6t nht b6t gy chuyén di, bang khong t6i khong bao dam minh s& imra chuyén xau xa nhu anh dau!”

Thé Van n6i hét mot hoi, sau d6 khép manh di dong lai, buc doc trong 1dng ngure dudng nhur voi di rit nhiéu.

Cing ltic d6, Vién T6 Van & dau ddy bén kia dang bi dm dau tra tin chi ¢6 thé ngo ngic nhin di dong ctia minh, trong thoi gian ngfin n6i khong ra 1oi. ..
Chiéu nay, Thé Van duoc ddng nghiép ciing bd mbn cho biét, Vién T6 Van bi bénh, bénh tht sy nghiém trong.

“Bénh gi?” C6 cam thiy trai tim nhu 1 mdt nhip.

“Camcum.”

Hoa ra chi la cam cim thoi a.

Thé Van cudi khé mot chit, cho dii 1a ngudi x4u xa ¢d ndo ciiing s& bi cam ctim nho nho danh nga.

Thoi gian Bam vige khong ¢6 Vién T6 Van bdng nhién trd nén thodi méi, ¢d dén phong tra nuée pha mot tich ca phé, lic udng moi nh t6i canh tay minh
1a do thir nay lam phong, vi thé ¢ khong khoi tyr gi€u ma biu moi.

Vira dén gior tan s, cac dong nghiép ding gio rdi khoi, Thé Van thu don d6 dac xong, trrde khi di ¢6 nhin viin phong trdng tron ctia Vién T6 Van, ¢6 di



qua do tit dén déng cira, trong long chot dang lén cam giac dau tranh v ¢
C6 can. . di thim anh ta khong?

La ngudi ciing séng mot minh, ¢6 ¢6 thé hiéu dugc khi ngd bénh, rét hy vong ¢6 ngudi dén théim minh, néu mdt bita com nong hoi, khong cin son hao
hdi vi, cho du chi 1 mdt chén chéo trang hoac a mi Duong Xuan, ciing s€ sinh ra cdm xtic hanh phuic thoa mén tir ddy long.

Cb ra khoi cao b¢ van phong, hrdng i iy ra di dong, tim diy sb c6 khong dat tén, rot cude van an xudng,

“A 16?7

Am thanh ctia anh vAn mét moi, nhung hoi trua khi ¢6 tire gidn thi nghe ra ¢6 vé im bo, bay gio nghe lai thi cam thiy bénh that syr rat ning
“Anh...bi camha?” Co can moi.

“Um...” Anh mang theo giong mili, m thanh c6 phan trong rong,

“Bay gid sao 1di....”

“..” Anh im king, khong tra 104, qua hdi u sau m6i n6i, “Em c6 t6i thiam t6i khong?”

Thé Van d4u tranh mdt chit, cudi cling mim mbi n6i: “Téi chir. . .anh mudn in gi?”

Am thanh bj ém & dau dy bén kia kh& cuoi mot tiéng: “Em biét lam cai i thi an cai ndy.”

C6 clp may, tudng trong bd dang ngi bénh ciia 4c ma Vién T6 Van, ¢ khong nhén ra khoe miéng minh dang mim cudi.

Thé Van di siéu thi mua do, khi dén ctra nha Vién To Van thi da I3 bay rudi toi, c6 bam chudng cira, hoi lau sau mdi cé tiéng bude chan nang né chim
rai dira md cira.

Cura vira m0 ra, c6 khong khoi hodng so.

Vién T6 Vén boc kin trong chén, mai toc von gon gang lic ndy da 16i by, rau ling phing day cam, 4nh mit v6n kiéu ngao binh tinh da trd nén mé mang,
chi ¢ ny cudi kho noi khoe miéng 1a khong thay doi.

“Cubi cling em dén o1, anh mo ctra, khong chao hoi ¢o, di sang sofa phong khach rdi ndm 1én d6, “T6i chét d6i rdi, mau m chit gi cho t6i an di.”
“0...” Néu da mang tam trang hoi thim strc khoe bénh nhan mi dén, thé thi bi coi 1 bao méu ciing khong phai a chuyén qua dang,
Thé Van di vao trong, dong ctra lai, cAm dd dac vao phong bép i mo tlrng cdi ra, bay 1én ban, sau d6 co bét dAu nAu nude, rira rau, x3t thit.

Poi khi laim xong tat ca, c¢6 quay ngudi lai, trong thiy Vién T6 Van dang ngdi d6 chdm diéu thude. C6 di qua doat Iy diéu thudc trong miéng anh, ném
vao gat tan: “Ngudi bi om tot nhat an phan mot chitt.”

“Nhung thinh thoang hut mot diéu ciing khong sao ma. ..” Anh ngd vao sofa, anh mét va miii nhén nhiu lai, giéng nhur rat dau khd, lai gidng nhu dang
nhdng nho.

Thé Vén nhin gat tan trén ban, bén trong nhét day tan thude, vi thé co tirc gian trimg niit nhin anh: “Day 1 thinh thoang hut mbt diéu sa0?”’

Bénh nhin curdi ngrrong ngting, ndi khong ra 1oi.

C6 cam gat tan vao phong bép db ra, rira sach s&, rdi diit trén céi gid hong kho.

Nude s6i, ¢d bo mi soi vao, lic ndy ¢ hoi mo mang, vi sao minh phai & ddy lam viée nay. Nhung c6 biét, khong phai moi van dé déu ¢ dép an.

Bdng nhién, ¢ nhur | camnhén duge gi d6, ¢d quay dau nhin Vién T6 Van dang nim trén sofa trong phong khéich —— anh dang nhin 6, ngay ca doi
it cling khong chdp cai ndo, khuon niit khdng ¢ bieu cam, nhung khoe miéng lai mang theo nu cudi —— d6 1a mdt ny cudi thda mén.

C0 voi vang quay dau lai, Tam nhu khong thiy g, tiép tuc ndu nréng, cho rau, thit va gia vi vao ndi. Khong qua bao lAu, hai bat mi néu xong, ¢6 cn thén
bung Ién ban tra nim trude sofa phong khach, ¢d biu mbi véi bénh nhan.

“An nhanh di, nhung t6i khong biét mii vi thé ndo dau.”
“0...” Anh nhan Ky diia trong tay c6, bung bat mi Ién, rdi &n nhur hd doi.

Thé Van nhin anh trude mit, khong khoi mim cuoi: “Da bao lau rdi anh chura an com?”



Vién T6 Van thira dip hip nuée o n6i: “Khoang hai ngay roi.”

C6 ngac nhién, von chi 3 mdt cau ndi dia, khong ngd anh thit sw d6i bung hai ngy, trong Iong c6 riu i vo cd.
“Bénh rdi khong con hoi stre, hrdi di xubng mua do.”” Anh néi khong 1o rang.

C5 chi danh cudi kho, bung bat mi trudc méit minh Ién &n.

Vién T6 Van an rit nhanh, mi trong bat anh va mi con thira trong n0i chi chéc 14t sau anh lién 3n sach, sau d6 anh t6 vé mong chd nhin ¢o, tyra nhu mot
cau bé con chura an no.

“Um...” C ling ting dit xudng cai bat trong tay, ¢6 chi moi an dugc mot phan nam, “Toi khong doi, anh an di.”

Cb déy bat dén trude mit anh, anh nhin ¢6, rdi nhin c4i bat trén ban, bdng nhién mim cudi ndi: “Ching ta cling nhau in nhé.”

Anh déy bat ra giita, sau do t6i gin in méy diia, thiy Thé Van khong nhiic nhich, anh ngm mi nguéc mét nhin ¢6: “Sao vdy, dimg ngrong nging”
Nhung ma. . dwong nhién s& ngwong nging rdi. ..

Thé Van khé xir ho nhe mdt tiéng: “Toi that sy khong d6i bung. ..”

Trong phit chdc anh méit anh trd nén sic bén: “Thé thi. . .em mudn t6i dit em an ha?”

Thé Vén hé miéng muén ndi, cudi cling vin ngoan ngodn ngdm miéng lai, co tién dén gan, khong dugc tur nhién giip mdt miéng rau bo vao miéng,
Vién T6 Van miéng ngam mi, cudi nhu khong cudi nhin ¢6, sau do lai dn ngdn nghién.

“Cudi cung, ..c6 chit cam giac dn no...” nam phit sau, bénh nhin nim trén sofa, vé mit thoa min.

Thé Van hir mbt tiéng trong 1dng, don tit ca chén bét vao trong bdn rira, rdi bit dau rira sach.

Sau khi rira xong, ¢ lau tay, suy nghii nén iy c& gl dé tam biét, am thanh biéng nhéc ctia Vién T6 Van tir sofa truyén t6i: “T6i mudn an tho.”
Thé Van trimg miét liéc nhin anh, ¢6 iy qué tao trén khay trai ciy trén ban, rira mot trai rdi dura cho anh.

Anhra vé vo t6i, anh mit ¢ phin gian xao: “Tdi thich an tao got vo.”

Thé Van hit sdu mot hoi, dén phong bép Iy dao, bét dau got vo. Vién T6 Van ndy, that ding lai. . .chéing khach khi chit nao!

C06 dua trai tdo da got vo Qén trurée mit anh, nghi thAm bay gio anh khong con phan dbi niva chir, nhung tén bénh nhin ndy, nam chinh hom nay lai nhiu
may, noi: “Toi chi dn tao cat thanh timg mieng, ..”
"’

“Nay!” C6 bao nu r6t cude khong nhin duge nira ma én tiéng, “Anh dimg c6 qua dang!

“Toi rét tham thuong. .. Anh nhéin nh6 mit iy, nhur B bj uét tre dir m, “Doi bung hai ngdy trdi, ca ngudi khong stic lirc, by gior chi mudn an tdo cat
thanh ttrng miéng thoi. . .nhur vay rat qua dang sao?”

N6i xong, anh trung ra bd mit déng thwong, ¢6 1& chi thiéu diéu kin 1on trén mit dat thoi.
Thé Van cam chiu git dAu, gio tay dau hang, c6 cit tdo ra thanh timg miéng nho, rdi dua t6i tay anh.
Nhung doi ban tay kia lai khéng dong ddy. C6 ngwde mit lén, anh hoi hé miéng, doi mét biéng nhéc na binh tinh nhin ¢.

C6 bao mau kién tri gio tay Ién, cim miéng tao vao miii dao dira dén bén miéng 6ng chi, anh cin vao miéng, nhai rat tw nhién, phét ra 4m thanh lanh
lanh.

Thé Van kiém ché ndi xung dong mudn nhio qua bop ¢b Vién Té Van, ¢ khong ngimg got tao dura t6i miéng anh, cho dén khi trii téo trong tay chi con
lai mdt cai hot & giira.

“T6i phai udng thudc r6i.”” Bénh nhén lai ndm xudng sofa, cudn nguoi trong chan.
“Thudc & dau...” Cd bt déc di hoi.
“O dAu giudng trong phong ti.”

C5 rét mot y nrde Am dit trén ban, sau d6 Ay thuoc dat trén bo tiéu thuyét trinh tham & dau giurdng sang day, dya vao Chl dan ¢6 dua vién thubc mau
xanh cho anh, bénh nhan bi quen chiéu hur nay van hé miéng, c6 chi danh vira hir lanh trong long vira diit anh udng thude, ubng nurdc xong, sau dé co dur



tinh nén roi di thé no.

“Emc6 thé chd t6i ngii rdi hiing di khong,” Tuy ring dy 1 cau hoi, nhung mang theo giong diéu ra lénh.

“Toi lam sao biét chimg nao anh ngii, néu anh t6i mudi hai gis dém moi ngu, chéing 1§ 0i phéi ¢ t6i lic d6 moi durge vé nha sao,” C6 wdm anh, chot nh
t61 hai gio' sang vao mot démnao d6 khong lau trude kia, hai ngroi ho khong hiéu sao chang ngi dwoc, cudi cung lai giri tin nhan cho nhau. . .tat ca déu
rat ky la.

Cb dung Ién muén di, nhung bi anh nam trén sofa tim Iy ¢6 tay: “Téi udng thude rdi, lp tirc s& ngii ngay. ..”

C5 nhin anh, can nhic moi kha ning, nhung cudi cting van bét dic di ngdi trén tim tham trude sofa, trung ra khudn mit lanh king, nhur B dang noi: xin
mau mt chit, t6i dang chd anh ngu day.

Khoée miéng Vién T6 Van kéo ra mot nu cuoi: “Em c6 thé tit dén khong, néu khong toi s& khong nga dugc.”

Thé Van bt dic di dimg dy nhén cong tic trén tudng, ca phong khéch chim trong bong tdi, chi con lai ngon dén ban ky mo trong goc.
“Lat nira néu em thiy t6i sép ngu thi kéu t6i vao phong ngil.”

“Thé sao bay gio anh khong vao d6 ngi?” C6 trimg anh.

“Boi vi chi khi nim trén sofa t6i moi budn ngi.”

“Vay anh ngti trén sofa 1 dugc roi.”

“Nhung chi khi ndm trén giudng t6i moi ngi duge.” Nhd anh dén 1 mo, ¢6 thiy dwoc nu cudi tai khde miéng anh.

“Anh. . that diing I phién toai!”

Anh thiy ¢ khong phan d6i ién yén tam nhim mét lai, twa nhu mdt ciu bé nhin duoc sy dong ¥ ctia ngudi Ion.

Thé Van nhé t6i 1oi cita Tuong Bach Ligt, bat dau tir thoi khéic Thé Phin qua do, thoi gian ciia 6 da ngimg lai, miic dit bé ngoai khong ngimg thay doi,
nhung ndi tim van 13 mdt c6 gai chua trudng thanh, thoi khiac dirng lai khong xdy ra bat cir gi, khong chang muon tiép nhan gi ca.

C0 nhin chém cham ngudi dan dng trudc mét, dang vé nhém mit cta anh dudng nhur rat mét moi. C6 1€ ndo, th gian cia anh cling ngimg lai, tai mot
thoi khac nao do, cho nén anh van tré con nhur the, khién ngurdi ta khong thé doan ra.

Nhung. . .nhung vao thi khic nao déy?
Tiéng thé déu dan cta Vién T6 Van truyén dén, Thé Van ly lai tinh thin, c6 viron tay quo quo trude mét anh, chic hin anh ngi roi.

C6 dimg day nudn di, nhung nhé lai o1 anh ban ndy, do du chdc lat, cudi cling c6 khom hrng vd nhe vao ngudi anh: “Vién T6 Vén, vao phong ngii
di...”

Anh hoi mé miit ra, mot tay quang cd c6: “Em diu toi vao di...”
Thé Van bi quang ¢b rét khé chiu, o gidy dua, anh da lao dao dimg day, toan than dura viao ngudi ¢, 16i di vé phong ng ctia minh,

Thé Vén da cira phong ngii, ¢6 khong tim thiy cong tic bat dén, chi c6 anh dén niu vang 1o md & dau girong. C6 diu anh dén mép girong, mudn budng
anh ra, nhung lai cing anh ngé 1én giuong,

“Nay!” Thé Van ngo ngudy mudn dimg lén, Vién T6 Van trd minh, dit ¢6 dudi thn, dé c6 khong thé ndi.
Khudn mét anh gin k&, miii cham vao miii ¢6, d6i moi kh& khang co vao mdi ¢b, cam giac hoi ngira ngay.
C6 so t6i mirc khong dam ho hip, so ring minh hé miéng anh s& hon kén ngay.

Bdng nhién, anh the i iém mdi co, sau d6 thi thao: “Unm. . .thit hoi man. ..”

N6i xong, khudn niit anh viii trén gdi dau nim bén canh co, giéng nhu ng tht rdi.

Qua hoi lAu Thé Van moi Ay lai tinh thén, ¢0 vi vang ding sirc day co thé néing né trén ngudi minh ra, trong mo t0i, ¢d dimg & mép giwdng nhin anh,
hinh nhur ng that 16i, vi theé c6 dap chin cho anh, sau d6 ra phong khach cam tii xach ctia minh rdi 161 khoi.

Trong phong lai tr& v& yén finh, thip thoang c6 thé nghe duoc tiéng dng hd treo trdng trong phong khéch. Vién T6 Van trd minh, nim ngira kén trén,
anh m& mat, 10 ra nu cudi nhur tré con.

Thé Van chay trén dudng, ging nhur chi ¢6 thé am thé nay moi quén duoc canh trong do mit tim dép nhanh ban niy.



Vién T6 Van rét cude c6 biét anh dang lam gi hay khong?!

Thé Van khong biét minh di bao Au mdi v& t6i nha, ¢6 ngn ngo tra chia khoa vao 6 khoa, di vao rdi dong cira lai.

C6 bat deén, vao phong tim md voi nude, miy tinh con chura tit, ¢d di qua theo ban ning mo trang web.

“Chao moi ngudi, ddy 1 Thur Lo ctia dai phét thanh tiéng Trung tai New York mang dén tiét muc iy cho céc ban, tudn nay tho tiét tai New York hoi
ky la, vira néng vira lan}], cac ban 0 Austgah',a c6 phdi da duogc thqait khoi miia dong gia lanh 16i khépg? Sau khl trai qua hai tuAn ban rQn, cég ban dong
nghiép than ai cta t6i déu di nghi v€, vi the rf)t cudc Thur Lo cérthé thd phao nhe nhdm. Tuy nhién tiét myc tuan sau [a thu dm trude, p}]ﬁn nhan tin truc
ticp s& khong hoat dong, cac ban c6 101 mubn noi thi ity giri dén hop thur riéng cua Thur Lo, boi vi t6i con nhat ky du lich Tay Tang can phai hoan thanh,
da hira voi bién tap vién cuta tap chi liu r6i nhung van chura thyue hién, tht 1 c6 161 voi nguoi ta, cho nén lan nay nhan dip cac ban dong nghiép di nghi tro
V&, 161 quyet dinh bat dau chuyén du lich ndy, hanh trinh tong cong 12 ngay, ¢6 phai cac ban rat hamm) hay khong? Ha ha, thit ra khong can himm)
dau, tuy rang di du lich nhung van I cong viéc, khi ban luon nhéic nho chinh minh phai ding ong kinh ghi lai phong canh thi lac thii ctia chuyén du lich s&
giam bot rat nhi€u, boi vi canh sac xinh dep thuc sy khong phai ding ong kinh d€ ghi lai, ma 1a d6i mat ctia ching ta.”

Amthanh ctia Thur L9 vang vong trong can ho cia 'Ihé" Vin, than thiét s 4m 4p. Thé Van hoi twong 1in dau tién nghe duoc am thanh nay, khi d6 co
vira hoc dai hoc nam hai, tinh ra thé ma ciing 10 nam roi.

Khi 4y c6 1 mot co giingdy tho don thuan, giéng nhu Tudng Bach Liét da noi, rat mong cho déi Vi trong lai vinh vién khong biét minh s& bién thanh b
dang gi nira. Quan diém song cua 0, la mot hop keo khong thio gidy g6i, cach chiéc hop trong sudt, c6 thé nhin thiy gidy géi di miu séc bao boc vién
keo, nhung cho du 1a mau séc nao cling déu dai dién cho su ngot ngao, khong cd mit ti chua chat.

Nhung bong nhién c6 mdt ngay, hop keo bi mo ra, ¢d phat hién khong thiy gidy goikeo day miu séc dau ca, ma thay vao d6 1a mOt mang den toi va
chua chét. C6 dau khd, roi I, nan long, nhung bét luan lam céi gi, moi thir khong thé xay ra da xay ra. Vithé ¢6 song lng &, diéu duy nhét c6 thé lam
chinh 13 lim t6t ban than,

C6 rt nhd, nhé chinh minh ctia trrde kia, nhé am thanh ctia Thur Lo, ciing nhé nhung c4i ngurdi da rdi xa .

C6 xoay ngwdi, nhin iy tinh trén b, dwong nhur trong théty mdt 6 gai gidng minh nhur dic dang ngdi trrée mt minh, 6 gi vui vé king nghe tiét muc,
sau d6 xoay ngudi cuoi tiim tim ndi voi ¢o: “Nghe dén day, chi cling muon di du lich day...”

Nu cuoi clia ¢6 gai sang ngdi coi md nhur viy, ¢6 khong khoi suy nghi, ddy c6 thé a nu curoi hanh phic nht thé gioi khong?

Thé Van dén ban cong Iy khin tim da hong kho xudng, rdi dat trén ci gi trong phong tim, 6 ludn thich moi thir déu phai gon ging ngin nép, con Thé
Phan thi hoan toan tuong phan.

Thé Phan a mit nguoi tiy v, phong c6 lic nao cting 16n x6n, ding xong thir ndo thi tién tay dat 6 mot goc, quéin 4o sach va do xen An vao nhau khong
phén chia rd rang, me cau may ndi: “Con 16n 16i thi phai lam sao, k&t hon 16i thi sao day?”

Nhung Thé Phén lai cudi hi hi, vé mit khong chut phién nfio: “Dén e d6 me t6i thu don gitip con la durgc roi”
C6 n6i nhur 18 di nhién, me hét cach chi danh mim cudi.
Thé Van dén trude cira s6, khudn niit co phan chiéu trén cira kinh, nhung khong nhin ra biéu cam

“Sau khi nghe xong ca khiic ndy, t6i mudn doc mdt birc thur ctia “Van dam phong khinh’. . ”” Am thanh diu dang dy uyén chuyén ctia Thur Lo vang én
sau khi Aam nhac cham dut.

Thé Vén ngan ngo nhin dén neon & phia xa xa.

“Anh 4y n6i, rat cam on Thur Lo va “Tinh cau co don’ da cho t6i 101 khuyén, hy vong ¢ trong tiét muc ndy t6i c6 thé hoi “Tinh cau c6 don’ mdt cau: néu
ban, ban s& chon keo hay Ia gidy goikeo?... Ha ha, that ra Thu L) da lam tiét muc nay rat nhiéu nam, nhung day 1 lin dau tién gap duoc thinh gia nhu
véy. “Tinh cdu c6 don’, néu ban king nghe tiét muyc, hon nira néu ban bang 1dng tra 1i cau hoi ndy, xin hity ding moi céch c6 thé dé néi dap an cho “Van
dam phong khinh’ nhé. Mac du dao dién ctr n6i voi 1o, tiét myc ctia ching ta khong phai mo ra vi myc dich lam quen ban bé, nhung khong biét tai sao,
Thur Lo lai tuyét doi khdng dé y viée hai vi nay giao hru trong tict muc ctia chiing ta.

Puoc roi, tiép theo Thr Lo s& ké mot céu chuyén ky la xdy ra trong tun ndy, con nhé hoi Théng tur tai noi ndo d6 c6 ngwoi da hit phai hat gidng cua ciy
linh sam vao trong phoi, két qua hat giong d6 cao gan 8 cm, thé thi tuan ndy tai Mexico cling xay ra su kién giong vay, lan nay khong phai cy linh sam
ma [a cdy bach duong...”

Thé Vén van ngo ngac nhin dén neon phia xa xam, trén khuon niit than thd van khong 6 biéu cam gi

Bdng nhién, ¢6 cuoi khd mot chit, keo hay 1 gidy goikeo ur....

That su phai chon sao? Chon thé ndo day?

C6 dimg thing trudc cira s, rat lau khong nhiic nhich, trong méy tinh tiép tuc phat ra tiét myc radio do Thu Lo chii tri, nhung c6 lai dé ngoai tai. C6 chi



cam thiy, dé tai nay cho dii chon Iya ra sao ciing s& dau kho. ..

“Van dam phong khinh”” ny, 6t cude mubn n6i gi day?
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Chuong 6: Thang 11 - Pén tir linh cau co don

[ Twong Béch Ligt: “Dudng nhu 6 cho ring trén thé gidi néry khong c6 ai hiu duoc ¢, hofic B n6i ¢6 hoan toan khong mudn ngudi khéc hiéu, ¢ nhu
1. . .nhdt minh trong mdt cén phong, chi cho chinh minh di ra, khong cho phép ngudi ndo tién vao —— ciing khong cho phép ban than di vao can phong
ctia nguoi khac.

Nhung cude séng khong phéi nhur thé, hodic 1 n6ind khong nén nhur vay. Cude song 1 dong chay sinh dong, mdi ngay ¢ s& duoc gip rat nhidu ngudi,
cac ngudi ndi chuyén voi nhau, dua gion, biéu dat y kién ctia minh Vvoi nhau, moi nguoi déu bang long di vao cin phong ctia ngudi khac, ciiing bang long
dé nguoi khac tién vao can phong ctia minh —— day mdi i cude sdng, 6 cam thiy hiéu ngudi khac dong thoi duoc nguoi khac hiéu. C6 hay thir xem,
thir tin twong, trén thé gidi nay c6 nguoi ¢6 thé hiéu co hon nita khong chi mot nguoi vi du nhu t6i, ba me va ban bé ctia ¢6, ¢6 & ¢o s& phat
hién hiéu nguoi khac va duoc nguoi khac hiéu that ra khong kho, tuyét dbi khong kho chit nao.”]

6.1

Edit: Springl 3

Theo thoi gian trdi qua, vét thurong ciia Thé Van da lanh han, sy tich “anh diing ctru chii” ctia ¢6 chéing bao 1au sau lién mit hén vi trf trong tAm trong dé
tai n6i chuyén trong cong ty, c6 khong khéi suy nghi, cd mdt sO viée ngay lic phat sinh lién nhin dugc sy chil y ma trude day chwra tirng c6, nhung sau
d6, mot Thang, thdm chi [A may tuan sau, moi nguoi s€ quén sach chuyén ndy, nhur 1a n6 chura tirng x4y ra.

C6 cam thiy rét may mn, it nhit hién tai c6 thé trds vé am ngudi khong tiéng tam, trai qua cude sdng yén binh ma ¢d mong mudn.

Sau hom Thé Vén dén théim Vién T6 Van, anh da di lam tr6 lai, trén cam ctmnay gidy vo hon mbt tuén, theo Thé Van thay, anh hoan toan khong nhé
trong lic minh nira tinh nira mé da lam cai gj, chi la kin ddo néi may cau cam on voi co thoi.

Nhur vay ciing tt, c6 nghi 0 phai xau hd.

Nhung mbi in nhé t6i chuyén nay, ¢6 luén bét giac iémmbdi, ngay ca ban than 6 ciing khong nhén ra.

C6 thir tim Thach Thy Thén vai ln, nhung di¢n thoai cta anh ta luon chuyén sang hop thur nhéin lai, sau d6 khi ¢ dén truong day ki xe iy bang li thi
tinh ¢ gap duge Ly Nhuoc Ngu, c6 moi bit anh ta nghi phép ra nude ngoai, nhung khong biet di dau, lién lac theé nao.

Thé cling t6t, c6 mudn chd anh ta trd vé rdi twr di tim co.

Ny Thang ciia 0 cir thé m chay qua nhitng k& tay, sau khi tré vé —— hogic k& n6i chinh xéc hon, k& tir khi Thé Phan di rdi —— ln dau tién ¢6 cam
nhén duoc sy binh than trong long. Sur binh than nay khong giong nhur ic ¢6 song ¢ Anh, khi ay ¢6 ¢p bude ban than quén hét cude song ban dau, lam
lai chinh minh lan p&a, moOt ngudi khong ai quen biet. Nhung hién tai, ¢6 chot hi€u dugc phan nao 101 noi ctia Tué:ng Bach Liét: c6 thé cé mdt ngay nao
d6 khi t6i quay dau lai nhin chinh minh ctia trude ka}, sé kinh ngac’khi thay ban than d:?} danh rat nhi€u thoi gian d€ lam mot s6 viéc ma hién tai xemra Ia
hoan toan vo nghia, nhung t6i khong hé cam thay hoi hén, tuyét doi khdng co, boi vi néu khoéng c6 ban than trong qua ki, thi s&€ khong c6 ban than cta
hién tai, cling s&€ khong c6 ban than ctia trong lai.

C6 hy vong c6 mdt ngiy, ¢b ¢6 thé hiéu duoc y nghia thyc sy ciia nhing 1 nay, hon nita m dugc diém nay giong nhu Tuong Bach Liét da Bm

Vao Thang mudi mot, thoi tiét tai Thurong Hai lanh dan, Thé Van tim dugc chiée 40 khodc ngoai mua & Anh, ¢6 soi gwong, con im méy dong tic tay,
bdng nhién 6 budn curdi suy nghil, trong séch trinh tham ctia Hang Phong c6 loai trang phuc va dao cu nhur thé ny khong?

C6 con chra doc nhitng quyén sach do, ching dang ling king ndm trén gid sach, ¢6 rt so 'ngdy nao do gip lai Hang Phong, néu anh hoi chuyén sach, ¢o
khong biét nén tra 1 ra sao. Nhung ¢6 chura timg giip lai anh, ¢6 suy nghf lac quan, doi dén ngay gip lai rdi hing lo Eing

Moi cudi tuan ¢6 déu dén chd Tudng Bach Ligt ti kham, anh ta van mdi ¢ udng sita, nhung ding 10 vi song him néng sita, ¢6 nghi mudn nét 6¢ ciing
khong nghi ra trong phong kham cua anh ta ¢ dau bién ra mjt ¢4 o vi séng, nhung moi lan 6 ngdi vao chiéc ght da mau den, anh ta luén dét ly sita am
trén ban ké bén tay co, hinh nhu day 1a chuyén rat di nhién.

“Gan déy c6 con mo thiy vé nguoi xa la khong?”” Cubn sb that day ctia Tuong Bach Liét thim thodt da 1t dén mot nira.
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Thé Van lc du: “C6 8. . .hai ba Thang nay chura mo thiy. Viée nay tot hay xau thé?”

Anh ta nhin ¢6, 16 ra ny cudi Am 4p: “Tam thoi chura thé két ludn. Nhung it nhét c6 dang thay ddi, hon nita theo t6i thy, 14 thay ddi theo huéng tot.”
Thé Van cudi vui vé, ¢6 tira vao lung ghé, trrde tam méit 13 trin nha miu tring nga.

“Dao nay cong viéc thuan loi cha?”

“Um” C6 ght dAu, khong biét vi sao, c6 chua ting nhéc t6i cong viée clia minh & trurde it anh ta, boi vi mdt khi n6i t6i cong viée, at hin khong thé
thiéu nguoi dan dng xau xa kia.

Tuéng Bach Liét nhin c6, trong xoang miii phat ra &mkdo thit dai: “A...”

wn

“Pham vi cudc sdng ctia ¢d ciing nho qué di.”

... Tai sao anh n6i vay?”

“Cho i gid, dwa vao sur hiéu biét ctia toi vé tinh hinh cva c@: ¢6 sdng mot minh, miic di thuong xuyén nghi &én ba me nhung khong hay dén thim bon
ho, ban be thi chi c6 Tir Mic, ciing voi mot so ngudi da mat lién lac sau khi di du hoc, 6 mOt ngudi dan 6ng la ban than nhiéu nam dang theo dudi co,
nhung ¢4 lai khong mubn tiép nhan anh ta, v& cong vie. ..t khi nghe c6 n6i t6i, cho nén t6i khong biét tinh hubng cu thé, nhung dwa vao dé mi quan st,
s ngudi ma cd tiép xtic chi dém dugc trén hai ban tay. Nhu viy ¢6 binh thurong khong?”

Thé Van ngac nhién Fing nghe anh ta phén tich, cubi ciing c6 cao toc n6i: “Khong. . khong binh thurong u?”

“Sb ngudi co tiép xic qué tt.”

“Cd khong cam thiy cude sbng nhur vay qua don diéu sao?”

Cb cb ging suy nghi nén tra 1i van dé nay thé nao, nhung lim sao ciing khong dap lai dugc.

“T6i 6 mdt dé nghi.”” Anh ta n6i thém

wn

“Co hay thir ién lac véi ban beé ctia Thé Phén hoi d6.”

“...” C6 nhin anh ta, giéng nhur dang phong doan Iy do khién anh ta ndi vy.
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“T6i hy vong ¢6 nd Iyrc quen biét thém mot s nguoi, cude song nhur vy moi co thé giap duge ¢o.

“Um” Thé Van git dau, khong biét bt dau tir khi ndo, ¢6 thira nhan v6i ban thin minh thén phén ctia Tuéng Bach Liét mot béc sitam Iy, dong
thdi ciing thira nhan c6 1 mdt bénh nhan. C6 & ciing khong c6 gi 1 xau, 6 biét minh can gitp dd, vi thé doi voi mbi mt dé nghi clia anh ta, co s& can
nhéic hén hoi.

“C6 biét khong,” trude khi Thé Van di, Tuong Bach Liét n6i, “Toi luén cam thiy ¢b ¢6 viée gidu toi.”

Cd mim mbi, vay tay tam biét, khong tra 16i cAu ndo.

Tai hoc vién y khoa, vao mia thu I ciy ngd dong nira xanh nira vang bay xubng & duong, ban chan dap 1én d6 phat ra tiéng gion tan, giéng nhur dang
nhai khoai tay chién.

C6 nho t61 mot budi hoang hon nao do, ciing di trén con duong phit day la 1gd dong ding trude | bong lung clia mbt nam sinh cao lon, anh mc 4o thé
thao mau tréing, toan thin db md hoi, bong lung kia ctmg nhéc nhur vdy, giéng nhur dang che diu sy bt an trong long,

“Nay. ..cau. . .cudi tuan s& dén xem trin d4u chir?”” Anh bong nhién xoay nguoi, khudn mit hoi img do.

C5 khong biét d6 13 vi néng mc. . .hay I e then?

Nhung c6 phai thé khong? Ac ma Vién T6 Van hinh nhur. . .ciing biét e then u?

“Cau phai t6i d6.” Thiy c6 khong tra 161, anh bong nhién thay d6i sdc mit “hung ton” din do, sau d6 bién di nhanh nhu chdp.

Thé Van nhin 1 ngd dong dudi chén, chot cam thdy moi thir vira rdi déu nhur 1 canh trong mo & trong ky tre ¢6. Nhung ¢d thurong xuyén nhé lai canh



trong mo' d6, dén ndi c6 bt dau tin ring, d6 déu 1a hién thyrc. ..
pé nghi ctia Tudng Bach Liét khong bao lau sau lién thue hién duoc.

Mot budi tdi no vao tudn sau, Thé Van nhan duoc dién thoai ctia Lirong Kién Phi, day 1 1an thir hai cac ¢ lién lac sau hom Gidng Sinh néim ngoéi.
Luong Kién Phi hen ¢6 cling an com, ¢ vui vé nhan 101, cho du tén s€p xau xa kia yéu cau co tang ca lan nita, c¢d cling khong hé do du x4ch i bo di.

“Cau vé Thuong Hai khi n30?” Ngdi trong nha hang, Thé Van va Luong Kién Phi dong thanh hoi.
Sau do, khong hen ma ciing cudi rd n.

“Sau I Giang Sinh 1AM Ngodi t6 quay V,é Thuong Hai,” Luong Kién Phi 161, “Héa ra van phong cta nha xudt ban tai Thailand xy ra van d& vi cuc dién
tai d6, cho nén quyet dinh hity bo, vi thé t& trd ve, sau d6 tim mdt nha xuat ban moi, ¢ hon nra nAmroi.”

Thé Van mim cuoi nhin Lwong Kién Phi, doi c6 4y n6i xong, ¢6 méi thong tha néi: “Té vé hdi Théang nim, tim duge cong viée thu ky. . .van con trong
qua trinh thich ing.”

“0,” Luong Kién Phi bing ngon tay, “T¢ thay rét hop voi ciu, cau Bm viée rt ¢6 trét ty, tinh tinh ciing nhin nai.”
Thé Van ubng mdt ngum nurée chanh trong ly, 16i moi ndi tiép: “Ky thét, t& dang nghi tdi lién lac voi cau, khong ngo cau lai goi cho t6.”

“Um, An trude di tham. .. Thé Phén, gap dugc me cdu, di ndi cdu da trd v&, 6 va Bao Thuc da ndi véi nhau c6 thoi gian hen ciu ra ngoai, lan nay ding
lic c6 mdt co hdi”” Néi xong, tir trong tii xAch Lirong Kién Phi lay ra mdt bi thu mau do dat trude mit Theé Van,

‘“)7‘)
“La ctia Bao Thuc.”

“A...” Thé Van mo bi thu, k thiép moi d4m cudi, trén d6 kep mot tm anh, nhét thoi 6 hoi kinh ngac, nhung dudng nhw cling khong ngoai dy dodn,
“Qua nhién. . .vn a Du Chinh.”

Luong Kién Phi khong khoi né nu cudi: “Séc mit ciia ciu 1 sao day? Rdt cude 1a bat ngd hay 1a duong nhién?”
Thé Van nghiéng dau, khé cudi noi: “Ca hai di.”

“Hon 6 chirc vao cudi Thang nay, nhung c6 nhoc Bao Thyc kia da bat ddu di m tir tudn trude, phai téi mt ngy trude hon & méi tré vé, cho nén
nho t& dua thi€p moi cho cau.”

Thé Van cudi nhan Ky: “Cau gitip t¢ chuyén 1o cho ciu 4y, t6 nhat dinh di.”

“That ra Bao Thuc d do dy rit 1Au ¢6 nén mdi cau hay khong,”

“Tai sao?”

“Di Jau r6i khong lién lac, vira lién lac thi phat thiép cudi cho cau, cau dy cam thiy ngrong nging”

“Nhung 6 n6i khong sao, coi nhu i ciu gitip Thé Phén tré nhan tinh nay.” Lurong Kién Phi mim cudi, hoc it dan do kén.

“Boi vi bon t¢ da tirng noi, ai két hon trude thi hai nguoi kia s& kim phi dau cho nguoi do, nhung Thé Phan. ..

“A...” Thé Van thét thin nhin ly nuéc trude mit, chuyén nay ddi véi Lirong Kién Phi va Lam Bao Thuc ¢6 1& i mot sy tiéc nudi Ion lao hay khong?

“Té xin 161, dot ngdt n6i nhitng diéu ndy voi cau. .. Nhung t¢ chi mudn néi véi cau, ¢6 18 ciing 1 161 Bao Thyue mudn ndi véi cau, rét hy vong cau t6i tham
dur hon I8 nay.”

“Puoc,” Thé Van 16 ra ny cudi diu dang, “Té & t6i. . 16 s& thay Thé Phan chiic phiic cau dy.”

Bubi t0i vé nha, Thé Van tura trén sofa, nhé t6i rat nhidu chuyén trude kia. C6 Ry ra thiép moi ctia Lim Béo Thc, nhin ti mi hai ngwoi trén tim anh, ¢6
nhé t6i cau ndi kia ctia Lirong Kién Phi: Rot cudc 1a bat ngd hay la duong nhién?

Néu bon ho khéng gip nhau tai khoanh khic d6, thé thi moi chuyén sau nay, ¢6 & ndo 1 canh con nguoi mét tir lau hay khong? C6 1§ vdy...

Nhung c6 nhin thiy khu6n mt twoi cudi hanh phiic ctia Lam Bao Thuce, ¢6 khong khoi mim cuoi. Boi vi s0 phn cudi cling van dé bon ho gip nhau, hon
nita trd thanh mt ddi nam nit quyet dinh song chung ca doi, co I day 1a dinh ménh, tat ca moi thir déu 1a so phan.



Di dong ctia ¢ bdng nhién vang Ién, trén do6 1ip I6e mot day sb khong dat tén, nhung ¢6 biét do 1 ai.

“A 167 Gigng n6i nhin may cua ¢ nghe ra hoi miy moc.

“V& nha ri?” Vién T6 Van ndi ning khong 1o rang, hinh nhur dang nhai gi d6.

«y

“T6i lai mubn an mi em ny, Am giip t61 mot bat di, cho nhiéu thit chit, bét mubi lai, dung trong cdp 16ng mang sang day, chic 13 s8 khong bd dau nhi?”’
“Toi khong phai cira hang giao thirc an!” Thé Van nghién ring nghién loi noi.

“0...” Amcubi ctia anh kéo that dai, 4m thanh trim thip ma chira tir tinh, nhu 1 dang suy tr gi d6, “Nhu véy...”

“Em c6 nhdn &n tai nha khong?”

«.. Khong nhan!” C6 gim nhe, rit mudn ding cai duc dap v dau anh, nhin xem bén trong rdt cude co cai gl

“Em dbi xir v6i cp trén clia minh nhu vay sa0?” Gigng diéu anh nhur 1 nghiém khéc, ciing giéng nhu lim niing.

“Virt b cap trén ting ca mdt minh, ban than thi ra ngoai n udng no say, con khong cé chiit thong cam véi ndi kho ciia cap trén —— thit su qua Bm
1oi.”

A

*,.. . Thinh thoang tang ca mdt lan ciing cd sao dau.” Giong di¢u c6 mém xuong,

“Thé thi thinh thoang ndu bat mi cho i ciing ¢6 sao dau nhi?”

“Anh ——" ¢6 rét mudn bao anh dimg ¢6 nidm mo, sau dé dap méy rdi tit ngudn ludn, dé anh kinh ngac md to anh it tht bai kia.
Nhung chudng ctra bSng vang Ién, c6 gao 1én mot cau voi dién thoai: “Anh chd mdt chut!”

Sau do6 ¢6 di dén trude cira, anh mit tién gAn mit méo, ¢6 kinh ngac md to mét nhin nguoi tdi —— boi vi ngudi dan éng & dau diy bén kia dang dimg
ngoai ctra nha co.

“T6i da ngdi rdi, moi anh trd v&.” C6 nhan nhin hét kén, binh tinh n6i.

“MJ& cira,” anh mim curoi, gidng nhur nu cudi cia dira tré vo i, “Néu khong toi vira goi tén em vira d4 cira, em ciing khong mudn cur dén ctia toa nha
nay s€ nhd k¥ tén em chu?”

“_..” Thé Van that bai sup ba vai, suy nghi vai gidy, cubi ciing bat dic di cip mdy, rdi mo cira ra.

“Chao budi toi.” Vién T6 Van chén chan vao khe cira md ra mdt chit, anh ngang nhién Kch ngudi di vao, trén niit van gitr ny cudi tuoi.
“Bay gio da khuya r6i.” C6 thiy anh tw dong ngdi én sofa mo tivi, giéng nhur i & trong nha minh, vi thé ¢6 bt gic cao giong.

“U, cho nén em lam nhanh di, toi rit d6i bung.” Anh tim dugc kénh minh mudn xem, sau d6 kéo ca vat, ngéi thu gifin trén sofa xem tivi.

Thé Van cin réing déng cira lai, hung héing nhin chiim chéim 6t anh, sau mot lic thim ming trong long, ¢ rdt cude bt déc di di vao phong bép, mo ti
lanh bét dAu Iuc loi

Mi va thit du c6, nhung khong ¢ cai xanh, thé 1 ¢o tiy tién iy nguyén liéu khéc, dun nurde, bt du ndu.

C6 xat thit, nh6 lai canh anh bi 6m céch day khong v, ¢6 bén quay dau, phat hién anh dang nhin ¢6 —— giéng nhur dém d6, khong chép miit, khong
bieu cam, chi c6 khoe mi¢ng mim cuoi.

Cb voi vang quay dau lai, tim trang hoi hoang hdt, cam giac dau dén trén tay truyén dén, c6 khong khoi hit mot hoi.
Vién T6 Vén dtmg Ién di dén trudc niit 6, anh ndm tay cd, rat ty nhién ngim ngdn trd bi thwong vao trong miéng,

Thé Van cam thiy té dai, ngay ca dau dén ciing khong cam thiy, chi  king 18 ngac nhién nhin nguoi dan ong trude mit, ¢6 mudn rit tay vé nhung Bm
sao cting khong duoc.

“Bang keo ca nhan dau?” Qua vai gidy, anh budng ngdn tay cd ra, hoi



“O...trén ti lanh.” C6 nghil miit minh nhit dinh d6 ran.

Anh vén con nim tay ¢6, dén ti lanh iy béing keo cé nhan, gitip 6 bing b6 bén ngodi vét thurong, sau d6 anh ning tay ¢ kén, nira thit nira da ndi:
“Ngon tro cua em dai hon ngdn ap Ut di€u ndy thudng chimg t6. . .em I3 ngudi song theo tinh cdmhon 14 Iy tri.”

Thé Van boi rdi muon rit tay vé, nhung lai bat déc di phat hién, tay 6 vin bj anh ném chat, ngon tay c4i san sii ciia anh nhe nhang it trong long ban tay
0, dudng nhur khong mudn budng ra.

“Anh c6 thé. . .budng ra khong?”” Cé nhin khong dwroc nita hoi.
Vién T6 Vén nhin ¢6, nhur B muén nhin 16 gi do, chbc 1at sau, anh chim chim tha tay ra, nhuéng Ibng may n6i: “Xem ra t6i chi danh ty m thoi”
‘U?’?

Anh xin tay 40 so mi Ién, bit dau xit miéng thit 6 van chura lim xong, tay nghé rt thong thao, ¢6 chi ngo ngac nhin bong hung ciia anh, khong biét nén
noi g

Khong bao Jau, anh bo mi vao lude, sau dé an ngau nghién ngay tai phong bép, nhur 1a rit doi bung,

Thé Van nhin Vién T Van, nhin khong duoc cudi ré kn.

“r* Anh ngim mi, vé it vo to.

“Khong ¢6 gi...” Co cudi xua tay, xoay ngudi sang chd khac bo thét gd va dao vio trong bon rira.

Sau khi 3n xong, Vién T6 Van tyr giac rira bat, rdi iy khin lau tay n6i: “Tién t6i di xudng nhé.”

“Tai sao...” C6 nheo mit nhin anh.

“Tién khéch ciing phai hoi Iy do u?” Anh kéo xudng tay 4o xdn Ién, cAm do vét va cap da dimg & cira chd cd.
C6 nghi nghi, bat déc di cdm chia khoa cing anh ra ngoai,

Liic chd thang miy, hai ngudi khong n6i gl, déu nghil vé tim sy ctia riéng minh, nhung khong cam thiy gwong gao. Thé Van lén nhin ngdn trd ctia minh da
dan bang keo ca nhan, trong long chot c6 cam giac khac thuong,

Khi dén chd quan Iy dudi lu, Vién T6 VAn mim cudi gat dau voi nguoi quan Iy, 6ng ta nhin bon ho, ciing git dau.
Thé Van giat minh, ndi: “Sao anh Ién dugc cha?”

Khu chung cur ¢6 dang séng dugc quan 1y rat nghiém khéic, nguoi bén ngoai mubn tién vao, chi co can hd bén trong an nit bo dam hodc i do nguoi
quan ly md cura thi moi vao duge.

“T6i n6i voi Ong ta em dang tim, khong nghe duoc tiéng chudng ctia toi, sau d6 ong ta cho t6i vao.” Anh tra 1oi mdt cach dirong nhién.

Thé Van nghi ngd nhin anh, luén cam thiy anh gidu diéu gi do.

“Tién dén day thoi,” Vién T6 Van dimg bén dudng, “Toi & ddy dén xe.”

C6 xoay ngwdi mubn di, nhung bi anh gt lai.

“Nay...” Anh nhin ¢ nhung khong n6i tiép.

Anh fic dau, budng tay: “Tam bi¢t.”

Tl}é Vén cir vy mang theo nghi hodc xoay nguoi tro \{é, rat nhanh c6 taxi dung lai, Vién T6 Van ngdi Ién xe, xe mau chong bién mét. Trong long co
bong nhién nay sinh i thé lrong, duong nhur trong miy gidly ngén ngli lic ny anh ndm tay ¢d, ¢6 ¢6 thé camnhén duoc sy ¢6 don dudi ddy long anh,
su ¢d don ma anh chua ting the hién ra.

Nhung c6 khong khoi cuoi khd, ai ma khong ¢6 don chir? Pay | mot tinh cau cd don.

C5 di ngang qua phong quan Iy, bac quan Iy 16 d4u ra, hién hau ndi: “C6 4, ban trai ¢d rat quan tim sin soc.”



“Ban trai....” Co simg sot mot chit moi phan ting lai, biét “ban tra” nay  ai.

“Cau dy noi ¢o dang tam, khong mudn goi co tir phong tam chay ra mo ctra cho cu 4y, ban dAu t6i ciing hoi nghi ngd, nhumg nhin bd dang ctia cau y,
chic 1 mot thiing bé thét tha, cho nén ti cho cau Ay vao.”

Thé Van cudi ngurong ngling, tam biét véi bac quéan Iy, thang mAy nhanh chong ti, phat ra 4m thanh “dinh” trong tréo, c6 di vao, 4n niit, chot ngo ngic
nhin ngdn tr6 ctia minh.

Neudi co ngon tré dai hon ngdn 1t thire sy song theo tinh cam hon 1 Iy tri u?

Sang hom sau, Thé Van gip duoc Vién To Van & thang miy cong ty, anh king & liéc nhin c6, khong néi gi.

Cb d4 gd ra miéng bang keo ¢ nhén kia, miéng vét thuong két mdt I6p may hoi mong, con chit sung do.

Thang méay nhanh chong t6i no, ¢6 theo phia sau anh di vao, xoay ngudi, vira ngang dAu da nhin thiy khuon mit lanh king ctia anh phan chiéu trén tim

kinh. D6 thét sur ¢6 thé goi i lanh king, khong 6 biéu tinh gi, ngay ca 4nh it gidu sau gong kinh den ciing t ra lanh king rat khéc biét véi Vién T6
Van thich tro dua dai.

C6 bdng nhién nhiu may, kinh ngac pht hién hom nay anh lai deo mit kinh, vi thé ¢6 d6i dién tim kinh dong thoi thy anh dang nhudng may nhin minh,
c6 giong nhur dang ndi: sao lai deo kinh, lamra vé lich sy u?

Long may Vién To Van dung thing, con ngwoi dao mdt vong, khudn niit von lanh kg chot sinh ra biéu cam goi 1 “nga ngon”, gidng nhu dang noi:
khong dugc sao, ai can em lo.

Thé Van trimg mét liéc anh, Ién viron chén tréi ra, ding g6t gidy giim manh Ién chén anh & phia sau, khuon it ¢ tuoi cudi kha 4i
Vién T6 Van tron nit, cén réng, khong phat ra 4m thanh, méy nhén nhiu lai, nhu 13 hoi dau dén.

Thé Van ¢b ging mim mdi im Bing, khong dé minh cudi ra tiéng, vira dén ting 30, ¢6 lap tirc lao ra ngoai.

Pén khi Vién T6 Van thong tha tién vao vin phong, ¢ da nghiém trang ngdi trude méy tinh, nhur imra vé bt dau lam viée.

“Vién Thé Van,” anh goi ca tén 1an ho ctia ¢o, sic it gidn dit ndi, “Pi pha cho t6i tach ca phé, dung nong qua, cdmon.”

Cb danh dimg ddy, dén phong tra nirde hoan thanh cén dan cua sép, ké tir Ian trude bi phong, c6 khong dam dia dai pha ca phé nong hdi cho anh,
nhung d6i khi anh van ¢b y nhéic nho 6.

“Ca phé cuia anh.”” C6 dat tach Ién ban lam viéc ctia anh, dinh ra ngoai.

“Khoan da,” anh néi, “Poéng ctra.”

“»* C6 chan chir nhin anh,

“T6i n6i déng cira.” Anh ngdi sau ban am viéc, it khong biéu cam

Thé Van nghi nghi, nhe nhang day cira khép ho.

Anh cudi lanh mot c4i, bong dung dat mot doi gidy da mau den kiéu nam Ién ban.

Thé Vén cam thy d6i gidy nay t6t lim, duong van tinh té ciing rit bong loang, nhung dang tiéc 1, trén mdt chiée gidy ¢ vét 15m xudng bang c& dong
xu, hinh dang cta vet 1m hinh nhu &n khop véi got giay cua co.

Thé nhung, ¢6 md to hai nit, phat hién xung quanh vét 15m lai c6 mdt vong vét ban, nic dit bé mét méu den nhin khong r& Fim, nhung ¢6 vAn nhin ra
d6 1a mau do thAm——

“Anh chay mau?”

C6 kinh ngac, niémvui’sau tro dua dai ban dAu bdng nhién khong con sot lai gl, ma dbi thanh mot cam gidc. . .kho ma dién ta, hinh nhu minh imra
chuyén qua déng, it nhat Ia rat qua dang doi voi anh.

Vién T6 Vén van nhin ¢, mét khong chit thay doi.
Thé Van nay sinh 4y ndy, cti diu noi: “Toi xin 101, t6i khong biét s& lam anh bj throng. . .c6 mudn dén bénh vién khong?”
Cb cudi kho trong 1ong: xemra, ¢6 that sy 1 nguoi khong thich hop vai trd dia dai. ..

Anh khong néi gi, chi i xuyén qua mit kinh gong den ma nhin c6, thiy da du c6 run Ién.



Bdng nhién anh mim curdi, B nu cudi vui vé ciia cau thiéu nién sau khi thure hién duge tro dia dai, sang lan va hon nhién nhur vy, duong nhu tat ca lanh
ing trudc d6 hoan toan khong ton tai.

Thé Van con chua phyc hdi tinh thn, anh da gac hai chén Ién ban, trén d6 mang mot doi gidy da tbt, méic du khong nhin thy rd kiéu géy, nhung Thé
Van gan nhu khang dinh d6i gy nay chinh la d6i da bi c6 giam kn sang nay —— noi cach khac, chiéc giay mang theo vét do chi la tro dua dai ctia Vién
T6 Van ma thoi.

“T6i chua ndi chit nao ca.”” Anh vira cudi, vira trung ra vé mit vo toi.

Thé Vén nheo mit, cin mdi: “Vién TS Van...”

“N6i m6i nhd, chd kia bi em gidm tring that sy rat dau, budi trua em moi t6i bita com coi nhu bdi thuong.” Anh cudi nang kinh nit trén mii.

Thé Van trimg anh mdt e rdi xoay nguoi ddy cira ra ngoai.

C6 ¢6 phan tirc gian, tirc i nhung khong biét im sao. Nguoi dan 6ng tinh tinh x4u xa kia, an ndo ciing c6 cach khién ¢6 méc muru, nhung tirc nhat I,
JAn ndo ¢ ciing ngdy ngbc méc muru ctia anh.

A...Vién T6 Van, 16t cude anh mudn sao day?!

6.2

Edit: Sam

Toi thu séu, Tir Miic von hen t6i dén Thé Van tan tAm, nhu‘IJg Tir Mic goi dién dén b'fio cong viéc con chura hoétp thanh, nho "[hé Van dén studio chd
cd. Theé Vén theo dia chi ma Tir Méc nhan qua tim dugc cho do, trong hanh lang c6 rat nhiéu nguoi qua lai, da s6 du cam quan 4o giay dép hoac I tii
xach trang sirc, cd doan 1an nay Tir Mac lam viéc cho mit tap chi thoi thuong,

i vao studio chan chinh, Thé Vén phét hién n6 nho hon trong tudng turong cua cd, ngudi dimg dang sau may anh 4n nit chyp lién tiép chinh 1 Tir Mc.
Tir trude t6i nay c6 chua timg thay Tir Méc nhur vay, 6 dy khong chit do du chi thi nguoi mau dudi den pha tao dang du kiGu, trd chuyén voi ngudi
may, thim chi néi dua chit it —— Tir Mac thé nay, nhu 1a 6 duge vang sang quanh nguoi.

C6 dimg & mot goc ling king nhin Tir Mic, cho dén khi bubi chup anh két thic.

“0,” Tir Mic vira don dep vira chao héi, “Cau téi khi nao vay?”

“M6i day thoi.” Thé Van mim cudi di qua.

“O, t6 sip xong rdi.” Lic nay Tir Miic trd vé ¢ gai chit phac kia, tura nhur vAng sang vira rdi d tan bién mét.

Thé Van gat dau, khong khoi ham md mot Tir Mic nhur vay, c6 phai chi khi mot nguoi m chuyén minh thich thi mi ¢6 thé phét ra anh sang nhu vy
khong?

Céc c0 dén mdt nha hiang buffet gan d6 rét dong nguo, 10i thir sdu khéch khira rét nhidu, Thé Van nghi dén phai doi chd, khong ngdr Tir Mic n6i Hang
Tu va Hang Phong da t6i roi.

“Céu khong phai lai muén im mdi cho t& véi anh Ay niva chir. ..” Thé Van ngai nging, do du khong biét nén vao hay khong,

T Mac voi vang Fic dau, cudi ndi: “Hang Phong da n6i vai t6, hai ngudi khong c6 kha néng. ..”

“Thé tai sao cau con goianh éy dén..”

“A,” trén khudn niit troi tin chét phéc kia ¢6 biéu cam gian x40, “La boi vi bita ndy 1 do Hang Phong moi khach, khong dén thi udng ”

13

.. Thé Van cudi khd, d6i khi ¢6 khong hiéu trong dau dc Tir Mic rdt cude chira dung gi. Nhung c6 khong cam thiy ngai, coi minh I mdt em gii
hoac 1a doc gia di an com chuia thoi.

Nhung khi nghi dén doc gia, co lai do du nita, ngd nhd Hang Phong hoi chuyén sach, c6 nén tra 101 thé ndo day? Néu néi thing con chura doc thi hinh
nhur rét ¢6 16i v6i anh, nhung ¢6 khong thé n6i dbi 1 da doc rdi, du tra 161 thé ndo ciing s& xAu hd.

“Di thoi.” T Mac khdng néi gi kéo c6 vao, hon nita nhanh chéng tim dugc hai anh em Hang Ty va Hang Phong trong dam dong,

“May qua,” Hang Phong t6 vé giip may n6i v6i Tar Mic, “Em chi dan mot ngudi t6i, néu khong anh doan chimg cudi Théang nay anh khong con tién an
com”

“Sao lai thé duoe,” Tir Miic ngéi Xl}éng bén canh Hang T, ra hiu Thé Van ngéi dbi dién, “Lan nay chung ta chiic mirng sach anh ban chay, thé thi chic
la nhan duoc nhi€u tién nhuin bt r61.”



Hang Phong cudi kho, Thé Van ngdi ddi dién bén canh néi: “Cau d6 an ndo biét t6 moi khéch ciing s& khong khach sdo ma “cong phu sur tir ngoam*”.”
(*) chit gia, dura ra i cét cd.

“Boi vi cdu dy von goi l “sur tir’ ma.” Hang Tur mim cudi nhic nho.

“0,” Hang Phong biu mdi bt dic di nhin Tir Méc, “Em that a khong phy danh tiéng.”

Trén khudn mit chit ph;ic ctia Tir Méc 16 ra ny cudi thét tha, Hang Ty trong théy nhin khong dugc ma viron tay véo hai mé ¢6, néi: “Khudn mit twoi
cuoi cua cdu nhin qua rat dang ghét.”

Sau khi bén ngudi thay phién nhau iy mon an xong thi cting néng én ly ruou & trén ban day thirc an.

“Chiic mimg sach moi ctia Hang Phong tién sinh ban chay!”” Tir Mzic hung phén n6i.

“D6 khong phai sach méi. . .” Hang Phong so niili, stra lai.

“Khong sao, trong diém em mudn ndi 13, hy vong sau niy ¢ cang nhiéu co hoi chiic mimg sach ban chay, xin hét.”

Ba ngudi con lai bt cudi nhin Tir Mic, sau do moi nguoi bat dau cung ly, tht ca déu udng can, bét ddu chuyén sang tin cong thirc dn ngon trudc nit.
“Nhung anh 4,” Hang Ty n6i, “Em da som biét quyén sach ndy ciia anh s& ban chay.”

o

“Boi vi chi ¢6 quyén nay em doc tir dau dén cudi mi khong budn ng, lic Ay em nghi ring “quyén ndy thé ndo ciing ban chay cho xem’

Thé Van v Tir Méic cing cudi ha ha, chi c6 Hang Phong nhu 1 bi da kich mé nhin cu em trai: “Chéing & méy quyén khéc ctia anh déu khién em buon
ngl lam sao, anh vict tieu thuyét trinh tham chir khdng phai sach trict hoc!”

“Khong gat anh du, mbi An em ra ngoai thi dAu déu phéi mang theo séch ctia anh.” Hang Tur t0 vé thanh khén.

‘“?’?

“Binh thurong t6i khach san rdi, chuyén dau tién 1 iy sach ra dit ¢ dau giwong”

Hang Phong nheo miit nhin em trai, nhur 1 hoan toan khong tin 1oi anh ta.

“Bai vi Itic khong nga duge, Ay ra lat mot trang 1 lp tirc ngi ngay.”

N6i xong, Hang Tur cudi ha ha, khién cho Hang Phong hung hiing ném céi banh Roti prata 1én mit anh ta.

(*) Roti prata bt ngudn tir cach limbanh kép tir xa xura ciia ngudi Pakistan va An D0, la mdt mon an rat dugc ua chudng & Singapore. Roti ¢6 nghia 1
“panh mi” va prata c6 nghia 12 “phang, bet”, nhung thue ra né giong banh kép hon vi bot ¢6 vi thom nhe va ngot khi an s& lam ban hai long, dac biét a
vao cac budi sang.

Thé Van mim cuoi nhin hai anh em gidng nhur bon ho khong phéi ba muroi méi, mila thiéu nién moi muroi sau muoi bay thoi, cho di cuoi nhao ché gidu
JAn nhau, nhung ca hai déu biét dbi phurong khong hé c6 4c y. C6 nhé dén Thé Phan, néu chi dy con sdng, hai co. . .nbi i khong chimg ciing s& vay. Nguoi
chi tinh nghich cta ¢6 cting thurdng xuyén giong Hang Tur vay, bay ra trd dia khong 4c y, ¢6 s€ lAm b tire gidn, sau do chi y s& cuoi hi hi “xin 161 Co
khong khoi cudi khd suy nghi, ¢6 18 thét ra ciing khong thé goi i “xin 16, chi 11 dd danh c6 thoi, tham chi. . .con ki mot loai lam niing, dén cudi cing
nguoi phai nhirong bd chinh 12 6.

Song, ¢6 hoai niém, rt twéng nho nhimng trd dua khong &c y ndy, cho du nguoi cudi cing nhurong bd 14 ¢6, ¢d ciing vui vé chiu dung, Nhung co da
khong con nhin thay khudn mét kia, ling nghe am thanh kia duoc nita.

Lic dn xong dira thi da muoi gio, Hang Ty khong ki xe, vi thé anh ta cling Thé Van mién cudng chen chiic trong chiéc xe nhé ciia Tar Mic, chim ngip
trong dong xe ¢d ctia budi toi cudi tuan, bon ho chay vé phia khu chung cur.

Thé Van nhin anh dén ngoai ctra sd, ¢d vui mimg suy nghi, may mi Hang Phong khong hoi chuyén vé tiéu thuyét, néu khong co that chang biét tra 1i ra
Sao.

Hang Tur udng hoi nhiéu, doc dudng di anh ta nhim mit lai, khong biét c6 ngit khong.
“Cau biét khong,” Thé Van bdng nhién n6i voi Tir Mic, “Liic & ciing véi ciu, lic ndo t6 ciing cam thiy thoi gian khong trdi qua.”
‘“?’9

“Gidng nhur 1. . .nam do & chura timg r0i khoi, bon minh vén con nmurdi méy hai muroi tudi, moi thir déu don gian nhur vy.”



Tt Mac nhin ¢6 trong kinh hau, sic mit nghi van, hinh nhur khong hiéu c6 mubn n6i gl
Thé Vén cudi khd, 6 18 ban than ¢6 ciing chéng biét minh nmudn n6i gi.

“Tuong Béch Liét n6i v6i t6¢ ——" c6 vira mubn noi tiép, Tir Miic chot quay dau ra higu dimg lén tiéng, sdc méit khén trrong nhin Hang Tu ngdi ¢ ghé
lai phy, T&r Méc trong thay anh ta van nham nit, hinh nhu ¢ vé ngdi r6i ¢ mdi nhe nhang tho ra.

“Bé& ngoai ching ta thay ddi theo tudi tac, nhung trong 1ong van dinh tré,” Thé Van ndi tiép, “Cau c6 cam thiy thé khong?”
Tir Miic nghii nghil, 16i n6i: “C6 & vay. ..”

“Nhung khong sao.”

“Boi vi t¢ nghil réing mdt ngiy ndo d6 bon minh s& phéi truéng thanh.”

Khi Tir Mic n6i cau ndy, Thé Van ngdi ghé sau khong nhin thiy biéu tinh ctia ¢6, nhung ¢ thé cam nhan dwoc mdt Tir Mic kién nhin lac quan.
“Hbi bé, bon minh khéng phai ludn suy nghi mau chong 16n én, 16n Ién thi tt rdi.”” Am thanh chét phéc ndi tiép.

“Um...cac ban nhd déu c6 ¥ tudng budn cudi nay.”

“Nhung lic 4y 6 khong hé thiy budn cudi dau.”

“Lic Ay t& rit hAmmd chi gai lAu trén c6 bd nguc rét to.”

Thé Van cudi 1o 1én, hinh nhu chinh minh ciing timg nghi thé.

“Nhung gios t& cam thy, 6 bd nguc to ciing ching hay ho gi.”

[T ]

“Cho nén ching ta vinh vién khong c6 cach ndo biét droc, sau ndy chinh minh s& bién thanh b dang gi nira, thé thi khong can thiét lam phirc tap vin
d.”

Thé Vén ngo ngég nhin mdt bén mét Tk Mac, c6 chot phat hién, su chét phac cua Tur Mic khong nhu moi ngudi nghii, hodc 1a. . .cac co nghi réng noi
tam khong thay doi, thét ra n6 da thay doi roi, chi la ban thin cac ¢ khong nhin ra ma thoi.

hai ngudi khong ndi gi nira, Tir Mac nghiém tic lai xe, Hang Ty van nhém niit, nht thoi trong xe rét im king, chi nghe dwoc mdt ca khiic tiéng Anh trong
song dién tir, Theé Van that than lang nghe.

I’'ve made up my mind,

No need to think it over,
If’'mwrong I aint right,

No need to look no further,

This ain’t lust,

I know this is love

But, if T tell the world,

I'll never say enough,

Cause it was not said to you,

And thats exactly what i need to do,

IfI'm in love with you,



Should I give up,

Or should I just keep chasing pavements?

Even if it leads nowhere,

Or would it be a waste?

Even If T knew my place should I leave it there?
Should i give up,

Or should I just keep chasing pavements?
Even if it leads nowhere

Thé Van va Tir Miic khong khoi ngim nga theo, hai ¢ khong biét 14 ai dang hat, nhung khong hen ni ciing nhau ngdm nga, ¢6 18, Thé Van suy nghi, hai
c6 da cam dong bai 161 bai hat nay.

Giong hat nit nhe nhing mé dy tir tinh cir thé trim thip ngén nga cho dén khi bai hat két thic. Sau d6 trong xe finh king, dén khi bai hat khéc vang lén.
Thé Van khong thé xc dinh, nhung c6 that sy cam thiy minh nghe durge mt tiéng tho dai khe kh.
D6 14 tiéng the dai cta Tir Mic.

Thé Van van thinh thoang goi dién cho Thach Thu Than, nhung tra 16 c6 luon A tit méy, c6 ¢6 phan bét an, rot cude anh ta di d4u rdi, con nita. . bt
cudc anh ta muon noi gi voi c6?

Dicu cd c6 thé lam chi la cho doi.

Tuan cudi cling ctia Théang mudi mot, Thé Van dén phong kham ciia Tuong Bach Liét, diéu khién c6 stng sdt chinh 1 anh ta bi thwong,
“Anh khong phai. . .ciing bi phong chir.” C6 nghi dén bd dang ctia minh mdt Thang trude, con cam nhin duoc ndi dau loang thoang van & trén lan da.
“Khong phai,” anh ta nang Ién ban tay trai bi bang bd, khong ngai ndi, “La danh nhau véi nguoi ta.”

“Pénh nhau?” Thé Vén ngac nhién.

Tudng Bach Lit lich sur tao nha ciing s€ danh nhau vdi ngudi khac u?

“Um,” anh ta dat ly sita 4m trén ban tra ké bén tay ¢6, “Hom nay chi c6 thé lam phién c¢6 ty minh rira ly.”

“0, duge.” Co ngo ngan gat dau, chd anh ta ndi tiép.

“Ky la im sao,” anh ta lai quo quo ban tay, “Mién ki dan 6ng thi s& danh nhau nhi?”

“...Pa xay ra chuyén gi?”’

“May hom trude t6i dén quéan bar, c6 mdt ngudi dan ong xa la di qua giy hén vdi t6i, sau d6 thi danh nhau.”

“...Anh ¢6 ubng nrou khong?”

“M6i vira ngdi xubng, dang dinh ubng déy,” anh ta nhé lai chuyén xay ra hom do, sic mét ngd vire, “C6 mdt ngudi dan ng di t6i, hoi toi co phai tén |
“Tuéng Bach Liét” khong, t6i n6i ‘Phéi’, anh ta rét khong than thién bit dAu viin hoi chuyén ctia ti, sau d6 toi méic ké anh ta, rdi ca hai danh nhau.”

Thé Van cao tdc, theo tudng thuat ngén gon cua Tudng Bach Liét thi that su yét khé doan duoc gét cudc vi sa0 anh ta dic toi ngudi khac —— néuloi
anh ta noi 1a that. Nhung khong loai trir kha ning sau khi anh ta say, lamra bat cir hanh dong khiémnha, khién ngudi ta téi khi€u khich.

“Toi tuyét d6i khong say.” Tudng Bach Liét khong doi ¢6 hoi, tra 1oi nhur dinh déng cot.
“Thé thi,” ¢6 c6 két luan, “Toi chi c6 thé ndi ring, anh rat xui xéo.”
“Khong biét nira,” sic mit anh ta nhu i bat dic di, “Hinh nhu t6i rat d& dang bi ngudi cing gi6i xa lanh.”

cay



“Chéng 18, anh ta khyng lai, nhin thiy 4nh it Thé Van mang theo vé mi tit, “La béi vi t6i rat duoc 1ong phu nit sao?”

“..” Thé Van cudi grong hai tiéng, “C6 I8 vy. . .nhung anh ciing dimg nghi nhidu qua. ..

Bai vi n6i khong ching, ngudi dan 6ng xa la kia chi i tim trang khong tt, hodic 14 nhin anh ta khong vira mét ma thoi.

Tuong Bach Liét mim cudi, nu cudi ctia anh ta rit diu dang, khién ngudi ta khé ma tuéng tuong khi anh ta au da c6 bo dang gi nira.
“Ngai qua, dao ndy c6 ddi khach thanh chia Eing nghe chuyén cta 6.

“0, khong sao, ti cam thiy tot im,” ¢6 voi xua tay, “Toi théy khoang cach gitta ching ta d3 dugc kéo gan lai, khong phai mdi quan hé cimg nhéc gitta
bac si va bénh nhan, thé ndy. . .t61 s& khong cam thay cang thang,”

“Liic n6i chuyén véi toi, ¢o rat cang thing u?” Tuong Bach Liét dot nhién hoi.
“Um...” C6 khong khoi khan trurong ndi, “Thinh thoang ¢6 mot chit.”

Anh ta van mim cuoi, nhung anh mét lai sic bén n6i: “Do 1 boi vi ¢d dang so hii, s cho t0i biét mdt chuyén, hoac 1 so t6i hoi 6 mot sb vén dé ma co
khong thé than nhién tra 16 —— khong phai sao?”

“...” C0 khong noi nén loi.

“T6i nghi, ¢6 1& I thoi gian im cho mbi quan hé giita ching ta tién thém mot budc.”

s

“Bit dau tir lic ndy, t6i s& I di cam xtic ctia ¢6, khong ngn ngai hoi ¢6 mdt s6 vin d& ma t6i uon mudn biét. . .duoc chir?” Khée miéng anh ta kéo ra
nu cuoi, khién nguoi ta cam thay chdi mat, nhur 13 mot bé meo con diu dang bong nhién bien thanh con cop hung ac.

Thé Van ngo ngic git dau, quén di tai sao minh khong phan bac anh ta, c6 & 1 vi khong thé im dugc.

“Bugc rdi,” Tudng Bach Ligt bién trérlai con méo diju ding, “Thé thi lin ndy ching ta n6i dén chuyén thodi méi trude, chéing han nhu gin ddy c6 con mo
thay ngudi dep toc vang khong?”

"ﬂ}é Vénrira ly xong, Ie tir phong khamdira, ¢6 c6 chit ngafm ngo. C6 mdt mire nghi t6i 101 ndi cia Tudng Bach Liét, trong long vo ¢ dang Ién cang
thang, 16t cudc anh ta s€ hdi nhitng gi, van dé€ anh ta luén mudn héi lai 1a céi gi?

C6 theo truc gidc mudn tron trénh, c6 & tly tién ndi Ky & 1 duoc, nhung co biét minh khong thé —— hodc 1 noi, nhur vy khong dugc. Boi vi Tuong
Bach Liét la mbt bac si thong minh c6 thé phat hién ra c6 dang n6i doi, va lai c6 cting khong muon ndi doi, boi vi ¢d la ngudi timkiem sur gifp dd, nu
bénh nhan giau diém véi bac si ctia minh, ¢6 I vinh vien khong con cach dé giap da.

Gi6 thu dan ndi Ién, hai bén con dudng tai hoc vién y khoa trai day 1 cay kho vang, giam Ién lién phat ra 4m thanh lanh lanh, ¢6 rét thich 4m thanh nay,
c6 chit dau long,

Di dong vang Ién, ¢6 phuc hdi tinh than, day sb hién trén men hinh khién ¢6 khong khoi tho' dai mot hoi.
“A 167

“Em & dau?”” Anh ludn khong khach khi nhu vay, ngay ca mdt cau chao hoi lich sur ciing chéng co.
“Chuyén gi?”” Cb tra 1i cimg ngiic.

“Xem phim khong,” anh dirng mdt chit, khong cho ¢ co hdi tra 11, “T6i mua vé 161"

C6 bit d4u hoi nghi ngd, anh khong phai sép xép tai miit xung quanh 6 chir, néu khong thi tai sao mdi lAn ¢6 ¢ thoi gian ranh, anh s& ding lic goi dién
14 ¢ di xemphim. ...

“N6i trong nira tiéng phéi dén d6.” Anh ty dong can din mdt cau rdi cip may.

Thé Van bét dic di nhiu miy, ghét ban thin minh vi sao khong tir chdi trén thyre t&, ¢ nén tir chdi chur?

C0 bo di dong vao tii xéch, ning tay xem dong hd, ¢ nhanh chén ra khoi cong hoc vién. C6 bude di bude di, sau dé chay nhanh nhur bay, nira tiéng. ..
¢0 kip khong nhi, nhung tai sao ¢6 vira oan han gi xau xa kia, wvira lai cd chit vui mirng chir?

Lic Thé Van tir taxi budc xudng, vira vin nira tiéng, ¢d thd phao nhe nhdmy, di vao rap chiéu phim, tir xa da trong thiy Vién T6 Vén dang tra & mot goc
ngy nguoi.



Homnay anh 6 chit khong gidng ngaty thudng, vat 40 so mi tring nAm ngoai quan bo, doi chan mang gidy d bong mau tréng ¢6 ¥ Bm cil, trén canh tay
vét chiéc 40 khodc dai miu den, trén miii van | méit kinh gong den kia, 4nh méit 16 ra mdt chit u budn.

U budn?

C6 nhin anh, ngudi uon thich dta dai ciing s& u budn sao?

“Nay!”” Anh bdng nhién nhin thiy c6, bén dtmg thing ngudi, chd ¢d di qua.

“Tai sao lan ndo anh ciiing tyr tin t6i s& dén kip trong thoi gian quy dinh?”” C6 cam Iy bong ngd ma anh nhét vao tay ¢6, hdm huc noi.

“Khong c6,” anh mi tit Fic dau, “Toi chi | quén khi ndo mdi nén vao, vi thé ni thoi gian véi em, néu em khong dén kip ciing hét cach, cing im mua vé
Iwot sau.”

“_..” Nlhung c6 udn bit kip thdi gian anh dinh, chay dén hét hoi.

“Vao thoi, sip chiéu roi” Anh rat i nhién day co di soat vé.

Liic bon ho vao rap dén con chura tt, hai ngudi tim dwoc chd ngdi, Thé Van nhin cudng vé hoi: “La phim gi thé?”
“Xem thi biét.” Mot tay anh chong cam, thira nude dyc tha cau noi.

C6 khdng hoi lai, chi 1a mim mdi, cam bong ngd bo vao miéng an. Khuon mit deo miét kinh ctia anh khién ¢6 ¢6 phén khong quen: “Sao dao niy anh hay
deo mat kinh vay?”

Anh hoi nghiéng du, nhin c6: “Bai vi gidc mac ciia t61 nhiém tring, bac sin6i tam thoi khong thé deo kinh sat trong.”
“0,” ¢b ngac nhién, “Héa ra anh deo kinh sat trong a...”

“Ky lim sa0?”” Anh nhéch khoe miéng,

“Khong c6...” Thé Van quay d4u lai, 4p a Ap ung tra 104, gid v& nghiém tiic dn bong ngo.

“Nhu vay,” anh con n6i, khée miéng mang theo nu cuoi, “Emthéy t6i deo miit kinh dep, hay 1a khdng deo dep hon?”

“C6 khéc nhau sa0?” C6 cuoi gia dbi, nhé i mdt cau Tir Mic timg ndi, e dy khi co nghe duroc qué thit simg sét mot hoi, vi thé hom nay ¢6 ciing rat
muon vi “tién sinh tinh cach xau xa” ndy stng sot.

“Pan 6ng trong miét t6i, bo dang déu nhu nhau.”

Nhung Vién T6 Van khong c6 phan tmg nhur ¢6 mong muén, ma I thoang nheo méit nhin ¢6, anh ding giong diéu rat chan thanh hoi: “Em chi. . .bo phan
nao?”
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...” Thé Van ha hoc mdm, khong ndi nén 14, May na ic nay dén bdng nhién tit i, trén mén anh bt dau phat quang cao, néu khong cd tht ching biét
nén tiép 101 anh thé nao.

Doi dén khi canh d4u tién ctia phim xuat hién, Thé Van ngd ngo nhan ra, hinh nhur 2 b phim vé luan Iy, mot doi vo chong tréi qua cude song binh
thurong, khong c6 con cai, khong c6 mau thuan, khong c6 cii vai, cho dén mdt ngiy gip chit chuyén quai la.

C6 quay du nhin Vién T6 Vén, anh day himg thi nhin méan anh, trén niit kinh ctia anh phan chiéu tia sang tring, Khong biét tai sao, c6 luon cam thiy
khée miéng anh dang giau trong bong dém mang theo mot ny curdi, mot nu cuoi gian Ac.

Thé Van khong thé khong quay du xem tiép, thé nhung sic thai ctia bd phim ngy cang dmu, ¢d ngd nging xem, suy nghi, cho dén khi dot nhién y thirc
duoc day la mot...bo phimma?

C6 bt giac nubt bong ngd nghen ngay ¢b hong, toan thin co lai, trong long bt dau khin trrong
‘“Nay...”

Cb lay khuyu tay choc choc Vién T6 Van & bén canh, anh sép lai gan, anh mét van nhin mén anh, c6 phéi ké sat tai anh nho giong hoi: “Pay 1a phim
m...”

“T6i biét. ..”” Anh ciing ké st tai ¢6 ndi nho, anh mét van khong nhin co.
“Tai sao dan t6i xem loai phim nay?”” C6 nghién ring nghién loi, tiép tuc “ké tai n6i nhd” véi anh.

“Boi vi nghe n6i hay Bm.” D6i voi vin d& ma c6 néu ra, anh luon luén ung dung tra 1oi.



Thé Van nhiu may, 6m chit bong ngd trong long, rdt cude hiéu duge minh da ngdi Ién thuyén trom

“Emso 42" Mot lat sau, Vién T6 Van ké sat nho giong hoi.

“...C0, co mot chit.” Co tra 1oi khong dugce tu nhién.

Anh quay sang nhin c6, nhu Ia mudn xem cd s0 hai bao nhiéu, “cd mdt chut” theo 101 c6 noi 1a sao, hay Ia cuc ky so hai.

Thé Van khong biét biéu cam trén mét minh 1 gi, nhung tom lai nhét dinh 1 rit x4u hd, Kic con ngudi mudn che gidu gi do, tat nhién 1 rét xéu hd roi.

Anh bdng nhién viron canh tay quang qua ¢b co, Thé Van sfrngrsc“')t n6i khong nén 1, boi vi dong tac nay ctia anh nhur 1 rit thn mat, nhung ciing giéng
nhu chi mudn duia voi ¢6, trai tim ¢ dép loan, tham chi quén mit gidy dua.

Trén min anh xuét hién mot con ma, ¢6 theo ban ning nhim niit co ngudi hudng vé phia anh, tiéng kéu so hii ciia ngudi xung quanh cang khién bau
khong khi thém kinh khing,

Vién T6 Van khé cudi mdt tiéng, ban tay to vong qua cd ¢ 1di che trude niit cd, ong ban tay 4m ap ma thd rap, nhung khién c6 cam gidc an toan.
Mot 14t sau, anh budng tay xudng, thép giong néi trén dinh du c6: “Doan sau chéc I khong c6 gl dang so.”

Thé Van ngo ngudy mdt chit, mudn ngdi thing ngudi, nhung bi cénh tay anh kep khong thé nhiic nhich.

C6 quay dAu trimg anh, séc mét phan nd, anh lai vd dau c6: “Duoc rdi dimg quéy nita, doan dang so sap toi roi.”

C6 nhin man anh, 1ong ban tay to 16n chot che trrdc mit cd, doi dén khi budng ra, dai chién gitta namnir chinh va yéu ma quy quéi da két thic.
Thé Van nghi hoic nhiu may, trong phut chdc bimg tinh hiéu ra: chéing 1§, anh da xembé phim nay rdi?!

Khi canh mit trdi moc xut hién, Vién T6 Van rit canh tay vé, dén sang 1én, bo phim két thiic.

i ra rap chiéu phim, c6 rit mubn hoi ra nghi vén trong long, nhung cudi ciing ¢6 van guc dau, khong noi gi.

C6 1& co mdt s6 cau hoi, khong biét dép an thi s& 6t hon.

Liic an bita tdi, long c6 ngdn ngang tAm s, luén cam thy trai tim minh ¢ gi d6, nhung khong biét cam xuc khé hiéu nay rét cude 1a nhur thé nao.

Vién T6 Van van dang ban V& tinh tiét ctia bd phim ban néy, ¢6 cang tin ring anh d4 xem rdi, néu khong sao lai phan tich rd rang timg chi tiét mot. Co
chot cam thay anh rat dang sg, con dang s¢ hon ma quy!

An xong, Thé Vén van khong thé tir chdi sy kién tri ctia anh mudn dua 6 vé nha. Ngdi trén taxi cd nhin bau troi dan u ti, nhd tdi ban tay 4m ap ma thd
rap cua anh, khong khoi co chit than tho.

“Miia dong sap dén rdi...” Anh bdng nhién nbi.

C6 nhin mot bén mét anh, con c6 chiée mét kinh gong den kia, ¢6 thinh finh cam thiy, ndi u buén ma anh thinh thoang biéu 16 ra. ..c6 phéi ki vi co don
khong?

Bon ho viy ma ¢ mit diém gidng nhau: d6 chinh 1 cam chiu v6i ndi c6 don ndy, c6 1§ ¢6 oan hin nhung ciing c6 chit hudng thy,
Noi khong chimg, bon ho chinh i hai tinh cau c6 don bé nhé ndm trong hé ngan ha khong 10 nay.

Thé Vén khéing khéing da t6i trudc cong ki duoge rdi, ¢ git dau voi Vién T Van ngdi trong taxi, coi nhu tam biét, chiéce xe miu da cam nhanh chéng
bién mat tai gbc ngd tu duong.

C6 xoay ngwdi cti dau di vao khu chung cur, trong Iong ¢6 ¢6 cam gide kho ma dién ta, giéng nhur kn Bm mot s viéc minh khong nén kim, cam thiy vui
vé lai ¢6 chit tu trach.

C6 dén duéi lau, ngéing dAu 1én c6 kinh ngac dimg budc.

“Thé Van...” Thach Thu Thin tir trong xe budc ra, khoa cira, hai tay dut tii.
“_..”” C6 nhin anh ta, cn mbi, khong ndi ra 1oi

Anh ta hinh nhur ciing hoi ling ting, mim mdi mét tur nhién: “Ly Nhuge Ngu ndi. . lic & khong & ddy, cau di im t6.”
“Um,” ¢6 git dau, “Nhung c6 4y ndi cau di nghi phép.”

‘Um” anh ta cling gt dAu, trai qua hai 1An tan rd clﬁng vui gi, bon ho dudng nhur ¢6 chut xa la, “Té vira vé hémqua.”



“A.”
“Ching ta nhit dinh phéi dtmg day n6i chuyén sao?”” Thach Thy Thin rut ba vai, ¢6 mdi dé y nhiét do da giam xubng,

C6 voi vang moi anh ta di Ién, trén ti gidy tai 161 vao ¢6 4o vét dat bén trong tii gidy, d6 1 béi lan trurde anh ta bo quén, c6 van dat & d6, nhéic nhé minh
phai trd lai cho anh ta.

“Tiy tién ngdi di.” C6 di vao phong bép dun murde, mudn pha tra cho anh ta udng,

“Vira rdi ngudi dua cau vé...” Anh ta chot ndi, “La Vién To Van a?”

Thé Van gidt minh, gat dau.

“Té ¢ thé biét hién tai quan hé ctia hai ngudi ki gi khong?”” Thach Thy Than mim mdi, anh mét nhur B mang theo ttrc gidn va lo king,

“Chi la dong nghiép binh thuong,” ¢6 xoay ngudi sang chd khéc, imbg nhin Am nurde trén bép, khong cho anh ta nhin thay biéu cam ctia minh, “Thim
chingay cé goi Ia ban be cling khong hon. ..”

C6 ai bang long lam ban v6i mdt ngudi ¢b tinh cach xau xa chir?
“Thé tai sao anh ta dura ciu vé?” Thach Thu Thin théng thén.

T3]

“Con lan trude, tai sao anh ta & trong nha cau?”’
Thé Vén theo ban niing viron tay mo néip 4m ra, mudn tan miit thiy mrdc soi lén: “Tring hop ma théi. ..
“Tring hop?” Anh ta hir lanh mdt tiéng, nhur a khong chip nhan dép 4n ctia co.

(3]

hai nguoi ¢t trdm king ma cing thing nhu vy, duong nhu khong ai mudn nhurong bo.

Cubi cing, Thé Van thiy nurde sbi én, ¢6 4p tng n6i: “T6 va anh ta. . .khong co gi ca.”

“Thé Van,” Am thanh ctia Thach Thu Thén binh tinh khac thuong, thim chi con c6 thé goi 1 lanh king, “Céu dimg ngdc nghéch nita.”
“Ngudi anh ta thich khong phai la cau.”

Hét Chirong 6

Ban dang doc truyén Thdng Tir Va Thang Neim (Thé Than Ciia Tinh Yéu) duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.

Chuong 7: Thang 12 - Khoang cach giira ca va chim

[ Tao Thu Lo: “Lén trude “Van dam phong khinh’ dua ra mdt chi d@ cho “Tinh cu ¢4 don’ lwa chon, cha d& 1 “keo va giéy 201 keo nén Iyra chon thé
nao’, “Tinh cau c6 don’ giri thu ndi rang muon nho toi chuyén 101 cho “Van dam phong khinh® —— hinh nhur hoi kho doc, nhung khong sao dicu
muon ndi chinh 3, ‘cho du 1a keo hay giay goi keo, ciing khong can thiét co chap nira, ha tat phai lva chon chir, vi sao khong quén ching n6 di?’.”

Vién Thé Van: c6 phai gitra nam va nit trén thé gi6i nay, ludn c6 chuyén xura ciia chinh minh hay khong, tir lic quen biét, hiéu nhau dén yéu nhau ——
tham chi con ghét nhau. .. Tat ca moi viéc, cuoi cling chi c6 thé dung hai chit “chuyén xura” nay dé khai quat. Pung vay, ngoai trir ban than ho, d6i voi
ngudi khac chi 1a mdt ciu chuyén xua, chi co chinh ngudi trong cude méi biet duge, d6 1a cude song hién thire ma tan khde. ]

7.1
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Nude s0i trén bép, c6 1& day ndp lai thi s& nghe dugc tiéng hi nhéic nho;, nhung Thé Van khong hé nhén ra. C6 chi ngo ngac nhin Thach Thy Thin, phong
doan rot cude anh ta mang theo tam trang nao ma dén day, ndi nhu vay véi co.

Ngudi Vién Té Van thich khong phéi ki ¢6?

C6 cudikhd mdt chit, anh thich ai, dau c6 lién quan téi ¢6 cha?

Nhung c6 khong mubn giai thich voi Thach Thu Thén, ching mudn chit ndo, niic di ¢6 nghi ring minh ¢6 nghia vu n6i 16 voi anh ta.
Cubi cting ¢6 hoi dbi hon néi: “Té va anh ta khong ban thiu nhur cau tudng trong dau.”

“Vién Thé Van,” Thach Thu Thén di ti, trong niit mang theo gidn dit, “Céu dimg xuyén tac ¥ t6.”

“Té chila...” Anh ta nhin c0, ¢ plﬁn nan chi, “Khong mubn nhin théy cAu bi tdn thuong.”

Thé Van nhin ngudi dan ong trude mit, bong nhién trdm mdi cam xtic ngdn ngang. C6 nén cam on anh ta ching? Boi vi loi nhic nhé cta anh ta. Con
phai cam thay ay ndy nita u? Bdi vi anh ta chd doi nhiéu nim nhur vay. Nhung trong 1ong ngure ctia 6, chi ¢é tran day uu thong, ¢d nuion cat tieng lai
khong thé thot ra.

Thach Thu Than bdng nhién viron tay, xoa nhe khoe mit ¢o, nhin ¢ k§ cang, anh ta cudi am dam: “Do ngde. . .cau tht sy rat ngde.”

13

... Co mimmdi, chi cam thay khoe miit ni anh ta xoa nhe c6 chit cay xe.
“T6 sép di My,” anh ta n6i, “MAy tuan trude 12 di phong van, xem thir hoan canh.”

“A...” C6 kinh ngac nhin anh ta, ¢6 cam gidc khong thé doan dugc anh ta suy nghi gi. Thim chi ¢6 con cam thy Thach Thy Than kho doén hon  Vién
T6 Van.

“Thoi gian nhap hoc con dai, nhung t& nghil qua nam méi i sang d6 trude.”

(T3]

“Cau bang 1ong di ciing t& khong?” Anh ta dirmg mot chit, n6i, “Cau khong can tra 10i ngay, nhung néu duoc xin cau hily suy nghi mdt chut.”

Toi nay, Thé Van tién Thach Thy Than roi mdt minh ngdi trén sofa phong khach ngiy nguoi. C6 cam théy tay chan minh lanh o, nhung lai khong mudn
di lay Iy nudc am cam trong tay, ¢6 chang muon lam gi hét, chi mudn ngdy nguoi.

Qua thét Ay, c6 dimg ddy m6 may tinh trén ban, tim danh sach trén mang, mo ra thu muc ¢6 mudn, mot &m thanh Am ap Kp tirc phét ra, cin phong vn
quanh qué cling trd nén am ap.

“Chao cac ban thinh gia ‘trude radio’, mic dii co rét nhidu nguoi n}nc nho t6i, hién tai Fing nghe tiét muc khong nhit dinh diing dén radio, nhu I tiét myc
ndy cla ching ta con phat song true tlep thong qua mang internet truyén dén timg goc x6 trén thé giéi, nhung 6 18 boi vi im cong viée chu tri da nhiéu
nam, khi t6i ngdi true micro ctia phong thu 4m, 161 s& twr dong trdng twong cac ban dang ngdi trude radio nghe di, niic di phong thu 4m by gio khac
v6i hdi trude rét nhidu, ching han nhu trude mét ngudi chi tri déu dat may tinh ma khong phai 1 ban thao, nhung t6i van con théi quen vira cam ban
thao da duoc in ra, vira doc, vira chi tri tiét muc. C6 & hét thay déu 1 thoi quen thanh tw nhién roi

Puoc r6i, bit dau tiét muc ma cir im nham nhidu nhur vy, ngay ca dao dién ciing mét kién nhin ma ding tay ra hiéu véi t6i, thé thi tiét muc hom nay xin
chinh thirc bat dau. Tuan ndy thoi tiét tai New York rat [a t€, dau tién la mura tam ta ba ngay troi, sau d6 troi lai day miy, ngay ca mdt chit sac xanh ciing
chang thay, khong biét mot tuan ctia cac ban trai qua thé nao?

Péng I8 nén doc thur cta thinh gia trude, nhung béi vi ‘cau chuyén ky la” ciia tudn trude thit sy rat dugce yéu thich, vi thé Thu Lo mudn n6i vé chi dé
ndy trude. Khu khy, | nhur vy, tuan tree canh sat New York truy nd mdt tén pham toi cudp béc, khong ai biét duoc khudn niit that cia hin, canh sat
tam thoi dat tén cho hin ‘Ninja’, vi sao chir? Bdi vi vao mit budi sang som, tén cudp nay deo mat na ninja, trén eo thit mot con dao ninja to 16n, try
tién di vao mdt cira hang tién loi. Nhan vién cira hang wira thiy hén lién bam chudng béo canh sit, thé 13 hén rét budn buc hoi nhan vién cira hang: “xin
hoi anh bao canh sat 1 vi nhin thiy t6i vio sa0?’, nhin vién cira hang gat dau qué quyét —— dwong nhién 10i, ai nhin thdy cach an méic cta hén ciing s&
bao canh st thdi. Cho nén tén cudp ndy bo chay, di vio mot tiém giit quin o cach d6 hai con phd, lAn ndy khi hin di vao nhan vién tiém khong bao
canh sat —— khong phai khong canh giac, ma boi vi hé thong bao canh sat cua tiémnay da bi hong ——vi thé nhan vién tiém run rdy trong long, gia vor
¢6 kién nhn hoi han can g, hén it ra con dao ninja, de doa noi mudn an cudp, nhan vién tiém voi vang mo radio t6i xin 101, [ may thu ngan
nhung bén trong trong khong, boi vi tiém gidt quin 4o moi mo vao sang som con chua ¢6 thu nhdp. Thé I tén cudp lai budn byc chay di, dén gio khong
ai biét hiin & d4u, cho nén cac ban thinh gia nghe duoc tiét muc ndy, néu c6 manh mdi gi thi hily bao cho ching t6i biét nhan ti¢n thong bao cho
canh sat New York, camon.

Nhu vy, tiép theo t0i s& doc mot birc thur do thinh gié giri dén, & vé ... “Van dam phong khinh va “Tinh cau ¢6 don’. Puge rdi, toi thira nhén hién tai
minh rat to mo ve hai vi thinh gid nay. Lan truée “Van dam phong khinh® dua ra mdt chi dé cho “Tinh cau ¢6 don” Ira chon, chu dé 1a *keo va gidy goi
keo nén la chon the nao’, “Tinh cau ¢ don’ giri thur ndi rang nudn nho t6i chuyén 16i cho “Van dam phong khinh® —— hinh nhur hoi khé doc, nhung



khong sao diéu muén n6i chinh 1, “cho dui 1 keo hay gidy g6i keo, ciing khong can thiét ccf) chp nita, ha tat phé}i lra chon ch}'r, vi sao khong quén
ching n6 di?”. Nhu vy, “Van dam phong khinh’, ban c6 hai Iong v6i cau tré 101 trén ctia “Tinh cau ¢6 don’ khong? Néu con 161 muon néi, xin giri vao
hdp thu riéng cuia Thur LY nhé, sau day ching ta hily lang nghe mdt ca khiic nam trong album ctia Madonna dugc phat hanh vao nam ngoai. ..”

Thé Van co chan Ién, cudn minh trén ghé xoay tron trude mét méy tinh, tir tir quay quanh theo trong hrc.

“Van dam phong khinh” chéc 1 nghe duoc ciu tra 10i ctia “Tinh cau c6 don” nhi. ..

Cau tra 101 nay, anh ta hai long chr?

Thang mudi hai, Thuong Hal d.f?m dinlanh hor}, nhitng ngay mura 14 kho chiunhét, c6 loai rét lanh nga?'m VA0 Xuong ¢bt, hinh nhu miic bao nhiéu quﬁn a0
di chang nita cling khong thay am Nhung Thé Van khong dé tam, bay tim nim qua ¢0 trai qua mia dong con rét lanh hon lic nay, cho nén trong long
c6 cam thay vui sudng, loai vui sudng kho ma dién ta.

Budi sang cudi tun, Thé Van hen Tir Mic di xem xe, tai khoan ngn hang ctia c6 khong biét khi ndo thi c6 thém mot khoan tién, nhung co bié%t dolado
ba g, miic du trude d6 co da ting tir chdi y tot ciia 6ng, C6 ing lang nhin con s trén man hinh may tinh du ra may so khong, trong long chang gon
song gi.

Néu ¢6 thé khién ba me vui mimg, thé thi co bang long nhin nhitng thir bon ho cho co. Tién ciing duoc, tinh throng ciing duroc, quan tim ciing duoc,
néu la do ba me dua cho thi c6 s€ nhn Iy, sau d6 doi dén mdt ngay, vao mot thoi co thich hop ma tra lai cho bon ho.

bi dao lung tung mjt budi chiéu, ¢b da dat hing, ngay ca Tir Miic chét phéc ciling cam thay ¢6 quyét dinh qua nhanh, ¢6 cudi cudi khong dé v, khong co
phén béc. Lic an toi, Hang Tur ciing dén, khoe miéng va cac dot ngon tay cua anh ta dan day bang keo ¢4 nhdn, khong phai loai 1on, ma I loai nho trong
sudt, co thiy ching m cho Hang Ty thoat nhin c6 phin déng yéu, gidng nhu bon ho tré v& ndm murdi sau mudi bay tudi.
“Dan 6ng dén bao nhiéu tubi moi hét danh nhau ha?” Thé Van bat dic di hoi.

én. . Hang Ty dudng nhu nghiém tiic suy nghif vai gidy, “Lic mét di chirc ning tinh duc.”
“..” Thé Van va Tir Mic khong khoi ngac nhién nhin anh ta, ndi khong nén Ii.

“Mot ngudi dan ong sau khi mét di chitc néing tinh dyc, thi khong con ham mubn dbi véi thé gidi, dan ong khong c6 ham mudn thi s& khong dénh nhau,
bdi vi cudc song nhur soéng tran b da ket thic 161’ Anh ta vira cti dau xem thye don, vira ndi rd rang dau ra day.

.. That khé hiéu y nghil ctia dan 6ng cac nguoi.” Thé Van dua ra mot két uan.
Hang Ty mim m6i cudi cudi, am thim liéc nhin Tir Maic mdt cdi, rdi tiép tuc xem thuc don.

Bira com niy hoi niing né mdt chut, boi vi Thé Vén phét hién ngoai chinh ¢6 ra thi hai ngudi kia rét it khi noi chuyén voi nhau, hoac 1 hau nhur khong néi
i, ¢ khong khoi hoai nghi, gitta bon ho ¢ phai xay ra chuyén gi khong,

C6 phéi giita nam va nit trén thé - gioi nay, ludn c6 chuyén xura cta chinh minh hay khong, tir lic quen biét, hiéu nhau dén yéu nhau —— tham chi con
ghét nhau. ... Tt ca moi viéc, cudi cing chi ¢6 thé ding hai chit “chuyén xua” nay de khai quat. Bing vy, ngoai trir ban than ho, ddi voi ngudi khac chi

1a mdt cau chuyén xua, chi cé chinh ngudi trong cude méi biét dugc, do 1 cude song hién thire ma tan khic.

An xong, Thé Vén di trude, ¢ hen tam gior dén phong kham ctia Tuong Bach Liét. Py I lan dau tién c6 hen vao budi ti, ngon dén trong phong khim
sang choang, sang dén mirc hoi l6a mat, co tya vao ghe da khong mo mit ra duoc.

“Homnay déi voi chiing ta 1a mdt khoi daumoi,” Tudng Bach Liét ]Eiy ra mot hp stra va mdt lon bia dét trrde mat cd, “Co mudn uéng g’
Thé Van nghi nghii, van chon sita.

“Um... .ciing tot.” Anh ta hoi dam chiéu gat dAu, di him nong sita cho c6. Bang vai trén tay anh ta moi toanh, hinh nhur wira thay xong, ciing séng choang,
¢ chit 6a mit.

“Hom nay t6i s&' di hen c6 vao budi tbi, B bai vi mubn thir mdt cach thirc trd chuyén moi, duong nhién didu kién trude tién 1 ¢o dong y.”
C6 cudi khd nghe anh ta ndi tiép, néu da dén rdi thi s& khong dinh tir chdi yéu ciu ciia anh ta.

“T6i ¢6 thé tat dén khong,” anh ta nhin ¢, sic mét 6n hoa, “Nhur thé, ¢6 khién c6 lo Eing khong? Hodc 1 ching ta c6 thé thir mo mbt cai dén nho
trude.”

Thé Van nghi nghi, gat dau: “M6 dén nho trude 6 vé ot hon.”

“Puogc.” Tuong Bach Liét dat sita d& hAm nong Ién ban tra, sau d6 tht ngon deén 16n choi mit, chi dé lai 4nh sang 1o’ md clia mot chiéc dén nho trén ban
lam viéc.

Doi mét Thé Van lap tirc tha 1ong, cam thiy minh nhur 1 dang & nha mot minh vao budi t6i, 1én It trdn trong bong dém



“Nhur vy duoc chir?” Ching qua, con c6 mdt ngudi khdc an trbn trong bong dém

‘BUQC.”

C6 tua vao ghe da, 1o mor thiy duoc hinh dang cua Tuong Bach Ligt, cubn sb trude mit anh ta von khong mo ra, anh ta cling khong ¢ y dinh mubn viét
xuong ma 1 cAm mdt thir g d6 gidng nhur cdy bit & trén ban, anh ta ndi véi cd: “Néu t6i ghi am cude dbi thoai, ¢6 co dé y khong —— tit nhién | ding
dé didu tri.”

C5 lic dau, Lkhong xac dinh anh ta c6 thiy khong, nhung chic i anh ta thdy duoc, bang khong anh ta s& khong git dau ngay sau d6, hon nira bdm vao
cai nmit: “The thi chung ta bat dau nhé, tha long mdt ti, gidng nhur moi Ian chiing ta trd chuyén vay —— tham chi t6i hy vong c6 tha long hon binh thudng,”

“Puge. ..” Co cimg ngic nhéch khoe miéng, cam thiy minh ngwoc lai rat khén trurong,
“PAu tién hily n6i véi t6i vé& gidc mdng ctia ¢b, gin ddy con mo thiy ngudi xa la khong?”
“Khong ¢6,” 6 cd ging hdi turong, “Khong con.”

“C6 thé n6i cho t6i biét lic du vi sao ¢6 mudn tim toi khong, t6i nghil ¢6 lién quan dén gidc mdng kia, nd rit quy nhidu dén co sao, 1an dau tién co t6i thi
da di thing vao van dé nay?”

“Um...” C6 trAm ngim trong choc lat, “That ra Nic wira rrmm)rthay glac mong do, toi khong hé dé y, chi 14 luén nhd k§ nhing cai tén xudt hién trong
mong —— duwrong nhién ¢ mdt s6 tén t6i khong nhé, chi cam thiy moi lin mo 13 s& thiy mot ngudi ¢6 tén khéc. . hoiky la.”

Tudng Bach Liét ciing tha 1ong tura vio hung ghé, toan than roi khoi pham vi anh dén, khong nhin thiy biéu tinh trén nt.

“Nhung dan dan, n6 hinh nhur bién thanh mt thoi quen —— 6i rat khé n6i rd rang, 16t cude 1 ghi nhé tén ngudi trong mong hay 14 cir mo nhur thé I
mot théi quen—— cho dén mot ngy, t6i chot phét hién minh mo cing mot loai gidc mong nhidu nhu vy, tén cta nhimg ngudi do ngdy cang nhiéu, rit
nhiéu rt nhidu. . . Vi thé t6i bit dau cam thiy cing thing, hodic néi chinh xac hon 1 sbt rudt.” C6 cam ly sita trong tay, udng vao mdt ngum

“T6i hinh nhur. . khong thé kiém ché ban than, d6i khi v thire lam mbt viée, doi khi By lai tinh than thi m6i nhan ra “troi oi, vira rdi minh lai lam viée nay”,
nhung trong dau toi suy nghi mot viéc hoan toan khac.”

“C6 thé dua ra mdt vi du khong, bét ctr gi cd ¢6 thé nghi dén.”” Am thanh ctia Tuéng Bach Liét sau ngon dén vang lén.

“Vidy nhur. . .t61 nghif mbt chuyén, suy nghi rat lau, doi khi phuc hoi tinh than thi chot phat hién minh da dimng xe n6i cach khac, t6i tir nha lai xe
chay dén siéu thi cach d6 miy dam, giita duong chay qua miy giao 10, gap den xanh den do, thiy ngudi qua duong, thé nhung t6i hoan toan khong tap
trung tinh than, chi i 14i xe theo ban ning —— giong nhur t6i dot nhién phan chia thanh hai nguéi, mot ngwdi dang lai xe, mot nguoi dang lo dang. Toi so
héii, boi vi cai ngudi dang 1ai xe mot khi khong can than thi s& tao ra hiu qua khong thé ciru vin, vi thé bét du hai nam trude, t6i khong dam Jai xe mdt
n’]iHh,”

“Thé Itic d6 ¢6 c6 nghi t6i di tim béc s khong?”’

C6 lic dau: “Chura timg c6, I Ay t6i cam thiy bac sitdm Iy hinh nhu . .. Anh ciing biét, loai vai dién xuat hién trong phim truyén hinh, t6i chwra bao gio
coi minh 14 bénh nhan.”

“T6i thay c6 c6 chit hiéu Am vé chirc trach clia bac sitam Iy cing v6i dinh nghia vé ‘bénh nhan’.”” Anh ta khong chut khach khi chi ra.
“Dling vdy,” Thé Van git dau, “Toi nghi lic Ay toi that sur. . .c6 chut hiéu Am.”

“Thé thi cudi cling c6 kim sao ha quyét tim dén tim t61?”” Mot tay anh ta chong Ién tay vin ctia ghé dura, giong diéu nghe ra day himg thi.
“Boi vi...” C6 bdng nhién tinh quéi, “Tir Mac n6i anh rit dep trai.”

«...” Tudng Bach Liét nhich vé phia trude, ¢6 thé nhin thiy sic mét khé tin clia anh ta.

“Pua thoi, thatra la vi...”

o

“Tir Miic ndi vai t6i, c6 mot s6 chuyén khong thé nao ké ra véi ngudi gan giii nhat, nhung lai ndi dugc véi ngudi xa la.”

[T3E 1]

“Tuy réng toi khong biét tinh hudng ctia Tir Mc, nhung lai cam dong boi nhitng 61 ndy ctia ¢d &y —— a, ciing khong thé noi | cam dong, m c6 1§ |a
trong dau cir suy nghi méii, cam giac nhu chinh minh dang 6 trong mbt me cung, bong nhién c6 ngudi ndi voi toi “thét ra con c6 mot con duodng’ anh
hiéu duge khong?”




Sac mat Tuong Bach Liét rét thi vi, nhiu may suy nghi mdt gidy, sau d6 mim cudi n6i: “Toi hiéu.”

Thé Vén ciing cudi: “Nhung hinh nhur hoi trude i da ndi rdi, lic Ay toi khong that sy mubn nhan bat cir gitip dd gi tir chd anh, nhung bdng nhién toi rét
muon biét ‘con dudng moi’ nay rot cude the nao, t6i muon thir xem...”

“Bay gidr ¢d ¢6 hbi han khong?” Am thanh ctia anh ta rit diu dang, khién ngudi ta khong c6 céch tir chdi.

“Puong nhién khong co, nguoc lai toi thiy rét may mén.” C6 nhin anh ta, tuy rang nhin khong r, nhung cam thiy trong 1ong rat binh tinh.
“Thét ra toi luén c6 mdt nghi van, ¢6 da ndi, tinh cam giita hai chi em ¢6 t6t Eim, khong c6 gi gidu nhau, hai nguoi rét hiéu nhau phai khong?”
“Diing vdy, rat hiéu nhau.”

“hai ngudi s€ yéu ctng mot ngudi dan 6ng chir?”
Thé Van ngn ngudi, theo true giac noi: “Khong c6 kha ning”

“Nhung thurong thurong song sinh s€ thich thir gidng nhau, trude d6 ¢d ciing da ndi, sau khi minh mua d6 vé nha thi phat hién c6 dy ciing mua thir d6, néu
thich cting thir, chang I& s&€ khong cting thich mdt ngudi dan dng sao?”’

C6 lic dau: “Khong dau, tinh céch ciia ti va chi dy. . .hoan toan trong phén, vé phirong dién dan 6ng, ciing c6 quan diém hoan toan khc nhau.”
“Hoan toan khac nhau?” Tuong Bach Liét nhirdng may, to vé hoai nghi.

“Um” cd cup miét, twong tuong nhin thiy nguoi co khubn mit gidng y nhur ¢6, “Cam giac vé ctng mt nguoi dan ong, ching t6i thuong thuong ——
khong, ¢6 thé 16i I tir trude dén i —— hoan toan trong phan. Toi cho 1 dep thi ch ay cam thiy xAu; t6i cho 14 diu dang thi chi 4y cho ring hung di¥;
6i thich thi chi 4y n6i chéing hé ¢6 cam gidc. Ngwoc lai, nguoi dan 6ng ma chi dy thich, t6i chéng c6 chit himg thi.”

“Nhung néu thich cung thir, chimg to rﬁng mit ﬂﬁmmy clia cac ¢0 tuong tu, tai sao vé phurong dién dan 6ng lai xay ra khac biét 1on nhur vay chir ——
¢0 I& ndo hai nguoi co y khong?”
“C6 y?” Thé Van kinh ngac, “Tai sa0?”

“Boi vi, song sinh thurdng mubn ban than minh diroc phan bict voi déi phuong, e trude ¢6 cling ndi to1, ba me hinh nhu rét khuyén khich hai ¢6 c6 y
tuong va dic diém ctia riéng minh, c6 1& hoi bé cam thiy con c6 nguoi gidng minh 1a rat tt, nhung tudi tac tang dan, c6 thé nio cam thiy phién chan
khong?”

... Phién chan? C cin mdi, ai phién chén ai?

“C6 thé nao rat ghét dbi phuong va minh gidng nhau hay khong, cho nén hai ngudi tn sire biéu hién ra phuong dién hoan toan khac véi d6i phuong, tinh
cach ciing duge, quan diém ciing dugc, yéu thich ciing duoc, tom lai mudn biéu hién sy khéc biét.”

“Nhung. . .chiing t6i von khong gidng nhau ma, cho du bé ngodi ¢ turong tr di chiing nita, ndi tim s& khac nhau, trén thé giéi ny khong c6 hai nguoi co
cung ndi tim dau.” Co cam thay nhire dau lam ram

Tuong Bach Liét mot tay chdng cam, hinh nhur dang suy nghi 10i ¢6, sau d6 anh ta bong nhién 4n c4i nit trén bt ghi 4m trong tay, t6 vé anh ta da ghi am
xong roi: “C biét khong, t0i luén cam thiy ngudi ma ¢6 nhd nhung khong phai Thé Phan. Ma 1. . .ngudi ndo khac.”

Liic anh ta ndi 161 ndy, trén mit bi chyp dén bao phui cd vé nghiém tic khac thuong,

M6t tudn sau, nhan vién clra hang xe goi dién bao c6 thé dén léy xe, Thé Van tim mdt budi chiéu Vién T6 Van ra ngoai hop, cd thanh toan tién, cAn thin
lai xe vao gara dudi lau cong ty.

C6 vn mubn modt chiée xe miu do, nhung cudi cling van mua méau bac. Ky thét, mau bac thich hop vai ¢6 hon, kin dao, binh than.

Co glamlenthang xe, gat qua can P, keéo thing tay, ¢o that ra c6 khong biét diing khi 14i xe ctia minh tir dau ra, nhung co rét
mubn thir xem, n dAu tién tiy \ mubn thir nghiém, boi vi ¢o thich cam gidc ngdi mdt minh trong xe chay qua néng thon yén tinh, c6 rat yéu cam gidc nay
— nhung c6 that s khong biét diing khi ctia minh tir du ra.

Pén khi tro lai van phong, Vién T6 Van ngoai du doan ngdi trong vin phong, dang m6 hop qua dién thoai. Anh nhin thiy c6 tro vé, chi chi cai tach trén
ban minh, khong biét bat du tir khi ndo, pha ca phé da trd thanh mot phan trong cong viée ctia co.

"ﬂ}é Yﬁn cﬁm tach vao phbng tra nuc’r‘c, 1ot ca phef:, thém nurde, khuéy déu, 1di lai thém nude, béﬂduémg VAo " Tt ca dong tac déu theq ban nang, ¢ ]al
bat dau mat tap trung, nghi dén vira r6i chay xe vé, chay trong dong ngudi va dong xe ¢, ¢6 khan trrong dén mire 1ong ban tay toat mo hoi. Cho ¢6 lay
lai tinh than thi phat hién Vién To Van dang ding bén canh ¢d, anh khoanh tay nhin c6.

“7” C6 chi la ling phi mot ti thoi gian thoi, anh chd tach ca phé ndy dén do gip gap vdy sao, thé thi tai sao anh khong tw minh pha chi?



“T6i rét nghi ngo, trong nhitng tich ca phé ma t6i uéng trude day ¢6 tron fAn véi nrde miéng ciia em khong,” Anh nhin ¢6, khoe miéng hoi vénh Ién.
Thé Van nhiu may, cup mét xubng, c6 m6i phat hién ra minh dang tya vao ta lanh, mbt tay d& khuyu tay con lai, bt giac ubng ca phé trong tay.
“A...” C6 ngAn ngudi, khong biét lim sao giai thich hanh vi ctia minh.

“C6 thé pha mot tach khéc cho t6i khong, 1 loai that dam, bay gid toi rat budn ngii, cam on.” N6i xong, anh mim cudi quay vé vin phong minh.
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... Thé Vin gio Ién céi tach trong tay, ngo ngac nhin mot lic, bat dic di do di, rdi rira sach cai tach, sau d6 ¢o pha ca phé in nira, sau khi tyr minh an
Ui vai cau moi di dua cho Vién To Van.

Téch ca phé dit manh 1én ban, khong phai vi ngudi dit nd xudng rét phin nd, ma 1 vi xau hd va bét an.
“Toi thé, trudc kia t6i chura tirmg thit thin nhur vay khi pha ca phé cho anh.” C6 thé thdt.
Vién T6 Van lai dua ra khudn miit khong 6 10 y kién, chi & cAmtach Ién uéng, ¢6 18 nhu anh ndi, anh that sy rit budn ngl.

“Vdy. . .tdi ra ngoai ddy...” C6 chin chir xoay nguoi, nhung bi anh goi lai.

“Ngiy mai em ranh khong?” hai tay anh dan vao nhau dt trén ban, ngén tay bt giac chinh lai n¥it kinh gong den trén miii
cua anh con chua lanh u?

a, ndi moi nhd, giac mac

“Lamgi...” Thé Van than trong quay lai, nhin anh.

“Cing t6i di cong tac.”

Khi Vién T6 Vén n6i cau nay, ca khudn miit bi ban tay che chin, chi nhin théy 4nh it phia sau mit kinh toa ra tia sang khac la.
“Khong di.”” Thé Van theo ban ning tir chbi, gidng nhur ¢6 bé quang khéin d6 tir chdi i mdi ctia ba ngoai soi.

“T6i nghi em cAn phai & rang, hién tai toi khong phéi trung cau y kién ctia em” anh md ra cip hd so trong tay, bat dau sip xép lai, “Ma 1 thong béo v6i
em—— hicu khong?”

Téi nay, Thé Van vé nha vira thu xép hanh Iy vira nghi du ¢6 ¢6 thé chay trbn, ching han nhu ——
Bdng nhién phét s6t?

Cb vuron tay s tran minh, néu tdi nay chi ddp mot tim chin mong, sang ddy co thé phét sot khong. ..
Trong nha c6 viéc gip thi sao?

C6 nhin xung quanh, trong nha niy ngoai ¢b ra chi c6 dong hd qua Fic treo trén tuong 1 hoat dong, néu ¢6 n6i ddi trong nha ¢6 vat nudi bi bénh, khong
biet anh c6 dong y khong. ..

Hodc Ia bi dung xe, néu cd bi dung xe thi chic 1 du Iy do phai khong?

6 ndy sinh y nghi

Nhung ma. . .trdi o, chang phai 1a chi di chung thdi sao, c6 dang vat hét 6¢ vay khong?

Thé I ¢6 thu xép hanh Iy xong xudi, mang theo tAm trang o s bt an di vao gidc ngi, néu duoc, sau khi ¢d thirc ddy vao sang hom sau hly khién cho
moi vi€e déu Ia giac ming,

Nhung séng s6m hém sau, khi Thé Vén van con nim mo thi tiéng chudng di dong choi tai vang lén.

“A16...” C6 lan md 4n nit nghe.

“T6i & dudi Au, han em mudi Eim phit xudng ddy.” Am thanh nhur 4c ma vang Ién & du day bén kia.

C6 khong mo mit ra duoc, trong dau trong rong, nhung bat giac tir trong 6 chin chui ra, doi dén khi ¢o ly lai tinh than thi d kéo va ly dimg & dudi lau.
Vién T6 Vén ngdi trén ghé 14i ctia chiéc xe cong ty, anh 16 dau ra nhin c6, kinh ngac n6i: “Tiéu thu, c6 dinh di ddu day?”

“Anh. . .hdm qua khdng phai n6i di cong tdc sao?”” C6 nhin va ly bén chan, nghi hodc nhiu may.

Ban tay that to ctia Vién T6 Van bdng nhién che mit, khong biét 1 dang cudi hay dang khoc

nhung c6 1§ 1a cudi, bo vai cling hoi run 1én.

“T6i chi n6i 1 di cong tic, du cd ndi phai ngi qua dém.” Anh tha tay xudng dat trén khung cira, t6 vé ché giéu nhin co.



“...” Trong d4u Thé Van bong nhién lai ¢6 16 hdng, rét cude 1 anh qua thong minh, hay 1 minh qua ngbc?
“Puoc 101, 1én xe di.” Vién T6 Van vay tay vi c6, khong co ¥ xudng xe giip ¢6 xach hanh 1y, chi 13 turoi cudi nhin ¢b, dudng cong khde miéng rt sau.

C6 thés dai dudi déy Kong, cam chiu s6 phan ném va ly ra ghé sau, sau d6 ngdi vao ghé i phy, deo day an toan. C6 tin séc mit minh nhét dinh khong tot,
hodc 14 ndi, sac mit ctia ngudi sinh hon doi chang dep cho nao.

Vién T6 Véan khong dé y t6i ¢, tam tinh rt t5t huyt sao bat dau chay xe.

Sau khi tién vao dudng cao tdc, anh bong nhién ndi: “Chiing ta dén mot huyén duéi Hang Chau, néu thuén loi hai tiéng I t61.”
Thé Van trAm nic nhin ngoai ctra s, khong 6 tra Ioi.

“Gian roi?”” Anh nhe giong noi.

C6 gia vo nhur rat thoai méi Fic dau. Tai sao c6 phai gian? Gian ai chir?

“That sa0?”” Giong diéu ctia anh nhur 1 khong tin trong, vi thé anh viron tay xoay cam cd qua, mubn xem biéu tinh trén nit co.
“Giha...” C6 rau i ding strc gidly ra, van khong nhin anh.

“T6i n6i ndy,” anh cudi néi, “Pém qua em khong phai vi chuyén ndy ma khén tnrong nira ngay chir?””

“Pau co...” Co chdt da phan bac.

“Khong phai...camndi y ma do dy chir,” anh nhéch khde miéng, giong the thé nhur phu nit, ““Rot cude nén méic cai ndo, ci nio anh ay moi cd cam giac
nhi’...”

“Nay,” Thé Vén quay diu trimg anh, “Con nguoi anh. . .thit hao sic!”

Anh van tuoi cudi, nhur B khong gian: “Rét cude em chiu néi chuyén voi toi rdi.”

Cb nghe anh ndi vay, voi vang quay dau qua chd khéc khong nhin anh.

M6t bén niit anh phan chiéu trén kinh 1 troi cudi, nhung ky la 1: ¢6 lai nhin thiy chinh minh ciing cuoi.
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Bay gio thi, khi Thé Van t6i dudi lau khu chung cur, ¢6 bdng nhién nhé t6i d loai twong turgng va do dur t6i qua, khong khoi cam thay budn curoi.

Vién T6 Van dimg xe dudi lau, roi di Xl}éng gitip ¢ xach hanh Iy ra, ¢6 rat mudn can anh, boi vi chiéc va ly kia rét ning, nhung ¢ van chim mit budc,
Vién T6 Van da cau may xach va ly xuong, hon nita t6 ra bat ngod néi: “Em dinh di dau cong tac the, Bac cuc ha?”’

“Anh chura timg nghe néi sao,” ¢ mudn xach va ly, nhung bi anh cur tuyét, “Phu ni ra ngoai mdt ngy va ra ngoai mdt tuan déu mang theo hanh Iy nhidu
nhu nhau.”

Vién T6 Van biu moi, khong phan bac, kéo va ly cta ¢6 di vao cdng chung cur, bac quan Iy nhin anh, r6i nhin ¢6 di theo phia sau mang theo vé it xAu
hd, Ong ta yén tAm tiép tuc xem tivi.

“Nay! Toi tur xach duge 161 Mic dit da vao thang may, ¢6 van dinh dAu tranh dén cing,

“Em thinh thoang hity dé t6i phét huy mot chit tac phong quy 6ng lich thiép di.”” Anh nhin xudng “31”.

“Toi xin mién. ..”

“Cho nén t6i n6i 14 “thinh thoang’.”

Thang may nhanh chong phat ra tleng “dinh”, lc cira thang may mo ra dén tw dong trong hanh lang ciing sang Ién, Thé Vén di ra ngoai trude, luc loi Iy
chia khoa md ctra, ¢b xoay ngudi mubn tam biét vi tién sinh thinh thoang phat huy tac phong quy 6ng lich thiép kia, khong ngd anh da nhe nhang day cira
ra di vao nha cb.

C chun mili, nhe ring tron myt bat méin trong long, vin cam chiu ly ra d6i dép, rdi dong cira lai.

“T61 d6i bung,” Anh thay dép, rat tur nhién ndm Ién sofa, con nGi long ca vat.



“Khach hang,” Thé Van lanh liing n6i, “Tiém ching t6i d4 déng ctra, phién anh dén tiém khac di.”

“Khong mubn.” Anh rit qua quyét tir chdi, nim trén sofa 4nh méit nhin ¢6 ¢6 chit ¥ choi x4u.

“Vay anh mudn thé nao?” C trimg anh.

“Lam chit gi cho t6i an di, c4i gl ciing dwoc —— nhung dimg ding dao cét gi ca.”

Cb van trimg anh, ngoai trir im thé c6 ching con cach ndo voi anh. C6 nghii nghi, chdng nanh néi: “Bi xudng dudi Au an di, t6i moi.”

“Khong mudn.” Anh van qua quyét tir chbi, mim mdi, anh it lai chira y cuoi.

Hir! Mubn tréu choc t6i . ..

Thé Van nheo miit lai, nhur 1 nghi &én diém quan trong, vi thé c6 vao phong bép mo ti lanh, Ky ra miy qué trimg va mi soi, bit dau ndu nude.

C6 khong nhin anh, chi tur minh ndu nuéng, day long c6 mot hanh phiic nho nho, do 1 khi ¢6 “thinh thoang” phét huy tinh cach xau xa tiém an nén méi ¢6
loai hanh phc y.

Mi mau chong néu chin, trén dé bo thém hai miéng trimg ude, sau d6 ¢b cung kinh dua t6i trude niit Vien TS Van,

Anh ngdi day, nhin ¢6, hinh nhu dang lo ling trong hd 16 ctia ¢6 1t cude c6 ban nhitng gi, nhung anh van quyét doan bung 1én bt dau an.

Khée miéng von turoi cuoi ctia Thé Van dan dan hoi run rdy, anh lai &n ngu nghién khong nhén nhé mét may chit néo.

“Nay...” C6 d lai ¢b tay anh, khong biét nén ndi gi.

“r’ Anh nging dau, miéng nhét ddy mi va trimg lude, an rét thoa mén.

“Anh.. khong thiy méin sa0?”’

Anh nhin c6, séc nit tur nhién, sau d6 rat vo tur mim cudi “Khong co...”

Khong cam thiy moéi tin do! C6 gan nhur d6 nira hop mudi vao, néu khdng phai khong tim thay 6t thi cd con tan nhdn hon. ..

Nhung ms, gio phit ndy, dbi dién v6i khudn mit troi cudi ctia anh, tai sao su déc y trong long c6 di tan bién, thay vao do 1 cam gidc ay ndy? Vi sao

saumoi tro dua dai anh déu c6 thé tuoi cudi dic ¥ nhur vay, con c6 khong bao gio nhan thire duoc cai goi 1 “hanh phiic sau khi thyc hién thanh cong
cha?
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C6 phai ¢d that sy khong thich hop dua dai hay khong. ...

“Dlmg an nira. ..”” C6 mudn Ky qua céi bat ctia anh, nhung kim sao ciing khong duoc.

“Khong durgc,” anh mim cuoi nhin ¢, trong mit ¢6 chit wu thurong lwdt qua, “Day 1 do em dac biét im cho t6i ma...”
... C6 khong ndinén 1oi, trAm mic chdc 1t, c6 mdi n6i, “Toi ndu mot bat khac ngon hon cho anh an.”

C6 khong biét strc hrc ctia minh tir d4u ra, dam gianh ly céi bat ciia anh, xoay ngudi vao phong bép, d6 moi thir trong bét ra hét, sau d6 ndu nude lai.
C06 khong nhin anh, hoéc 14 ndi khdng dam nhin anh, ¢ sqnhinthéy séc mit anh, ciling s¢ anhnlﬁnthéy séc mit clia minh.

Bdng nhién, mdt ban tay lwét qua vai c cham vao cira ti bat ndm trén dau ¢, tay kia thi tir dudi thit hing ¢6 chia ra, cam Jiy ngon tay ¢d boi vi xét thit
ma bi thwong, anh nhin ti mi k¥ cang.

“Toi nght sau nay t6t nhit em dimng dong vao dao nira, boi vi ngudi b cit tring ngén tay mdt n, tir d6 s& cé churéng ngai tim Iy.” Hoi thé anh tir phia
sau tai c0 truyén t6i, giong diéu binh tinh khac thuong,

“Toi khong thiy vy. ..” C6 khong duroc tur nhién rit ngon tay v&, nhung phét hién minh dang & trong vong tay ctia anh, khong thé nhiic nhich.
“Tai sao em van quét cuong nhur vy ha.” Anh kh& khang n6i bén tai ¢6, duong nhur i mdt cau nghi vin nhung ciing B mdt cu khéing dinh.
“_..” C6 khong tra 10i, ciing khong biét nén tra 1i ra sao.

“Emnéi cho t6i biét di,” anh n6i, “Em khong phai i do éng troi phai téi, chuyén mdn ddi nghich véi toi chir. ..
Lic ndy ddy, giong diéu ctia anh nhur 1 that sy mang theo nghi van.

“Phai thi thé ndo, khong phai thi sao. ..” C6 khong biét diing khi tir du ra dé tra 1oi anh, nhung van khong dam xoay ngudi nhin anh.



Anh kh& cudi mot tiéng, bdng nhién tha ra hai canh tay dang bao vay ¢6, n6i: “Du ndi thé ndo, t6i cling nén cam on ong troi ‘quan tim’ dén toi, emnoi
phai khéng?”

Anh khong chor ¢6 tra 101, p tire tré vé phong khéch ndm xudng sofa, mét moi ndi: “Toi chop mét mot e trrde, ndu xong rdi thi goi 161"
Thé Van khong quay du lai nhin anh, chi tyr minh ndu nuéng, lude trimg,

Thét ra c6 ciing rat mudn biét, anh ¢ phai i do 6ng troi phéi téi chuyén mon dbi nghich v6i ¢ khong, hodc i néi, nguoi thit s duge “quan tam” rdt
cudc la ai?
Hom nay 13 dém binh an, thoi tiét rat lanh, Thé Vén iy ra chiéc 4o 16ng treo & trong t quan 4o mé me mua cho ¢6, bdng nhién ¢6 hoi phién mudn nhé

41 cude séng & London, chiéc 4o 1ong nay rat day twa nhu me dang 6m chit ¢6 vao long, cho c6 rat nhidu 4m ap, ciing ciing ¢6 di trén con dudng gian
nan.

Bau khong khi ciia 18 Giang Sinh tai Thwong Hai duong nhién khong ndng nhiét nhur tai London, nhung van khién c6 ¢6 phan ngac nhién, dai sanh clia
khu chung cu, hai bén nga tr dudng cua nhiing con phd sam ut, cling voi du loai trung tim mua sim, trude clra cac toa cao dc, tit ca déu trang hoang
sic s0 cho 1 Giang Sinh, rit nhiéu cay thong Noel duoc dyng 1én, khi ¢6 dang chd dén d6 ciing khong nhin dwoc ma ngim nghia ki cang, chiée xe ding
sau bdm miy tiéng coi c6 méi nhan ra miy chiéc xe dang trude da chay hét roi.

Vo vin phong, cic dong nghiép déu nhan nhi nhu dang nghi ngoi —— bdi vi cac sép déu vé mrdc an mimg nim moi.

Liic an trua, Carol vira gim dii gi vira néi nang khong 1d: “C6 biét khong, sang niam Shelly s& tré vé lam viée ddy.”

«...0, that sao...” C6 ngéng dau nhin Carol, khong biét con ¢6 thé n6i gi. C6 nén vui ming chi, sip “thoat khoi bé khd” rdi, nhung tai sao trong dng
nhu la ¢6 chit ——

“Chéc 1 co tiéc ]émnh], sép roi khoi quan Iy Vién ctia ¢6,” ké tir khi Thé Van chéin ca phé cho Vién T Van, & trong dau Carol tr dong cho ring c6
nguoi theo dudi Vién T Van.

“V& diém nay, 0i khong mudn gii thich nhiéu nia, nhung t0i vin phai nhic lai,” méic dii ¢6 vén ngd ring, méic k¢ minh nhéc di nhéic lai bao nhiéu in
Carol cling khong dét trong long, “To1 tuyét doi, chua timg theo dudi tén Vién To Van kia!”

“A.” Nhung ma Carol lai rit sang khoai tiép nhan 11 “nhéic lai” ctia co.

[T 1]

“Giita nam nit thinh thoang tan tinh ve van ciing tot Fim, s& khong cam thiy budn té.”
“_..” Thé Vén chan nan iy tay che nmit, cam thiy minh rat bt hyc.
Budi chidu, sau khi némra mot cau “Budi t8i chd toi cung tan tAmi”, Vién T Van lién bién nét.

Thé Van nhin nhing dong nghiép khéc trong van phong, nhiing nguo6i con tré hinh nhu bu01 61 da c6 tiét muc, con nhimg nguoi Ion tudi hon mdt chut thi
khong dé y lim dén ngay I8 phurong Tay nay, ho chi muon vé nha sém chit mua d6 an ndu nuéng. C6 khong biét, my nim sau, c6 phai nhirng nguoi tré
tudi kia ciing s& bién thanh nhitng ngudi Ion tudi hon khong, toan bd dammé wui choi chuyén sang trach nhiém binh than?

C6 nh¢ lai dém binh an niim ngodi, néu khong gip dugc Luong Kién Phi, ¢6 ¢6 trg vé hay khong, hay 1 tiép tuc i thi thur binh thong tai thu vign,
mdi ngity khi di ngang qua nha hang du6i lau déu nhin vao bén trong, sau d6 trd vé cin hd, king I& dun murde, che doi mot dém hiu quanh bat dau?

Hbi trude ¢6 khong sdng tai cin hd bén trén nha hang Trung Quéc kia, e t5t nghiép c6 von timmdt can hd ¢ déng sau trudng hoc, béi vi nd ndm gin
thu vién hon. C6 rét thich dén mot quan bar namké bén con duong ctia nha hang Trung Qudc, cac ban cd quen biét tai hoc vién ngh¢ thuat thuong tu
tap & quan bar ndy, tai ddy co lai quen biét rét nhidu ban moi, nhimg nguoi hoe biéu dién da sé déu rat than thién, con thudng thudng moi co dén xem
bon ho biéu dién. Noi d4u xe ctia quan bar niy khong tién Eim, hon nita cdch chd c6 & ciing khong tinh i xa, vi thé ¢6 hay di bo dén. C6 nhat dinh phai
di qua con duong ctia nha hang Trung Quéc kia, gin d6 i ndo ciing ¢6 xe buyt hai ting*, déu i du khéch Trung Qudc dén ngim canh, tham chi rat
nhiéu 1in ¢6 nghe dwroc giong ndi ctia qué hwong, ¢d mim cudi di ngang qua bon ho, tudng trong minh dang ¢ ng tur duong tai ¢d hwong, cam gidc nhé
nha tir tir trao déng,

(*) xe buyt hai tang

C6 mdt ngdy, ¢0 giong nhur moi ngly tan ca rdi | di vé phia quén bar Kia, ltc i ngang qua nha hng Trung Quéc, ¢6 theo thoi quen hudt nhin méy En,
nhung bong nhién c6 ngay nguoi.

C5 nhin thiy trude mdt ban hai ngudi tai mot goe c6 mot ngudi dan ong dang ngdi do, trong tay dang cam mdt quyén tiéu thuyét, doc rat chim chy,
nguoi phuc vy bung canh va com I€n, anh ngang dau mim cudi ndi cam on.

Cb suy nghi, cho di1 ai nhin thdy nu cudi tuoi nhu vay ciing s& khong tin ring anh 1 nguoi ¢6 tinh cach xAu xa nhi?



Anh duong nhu cam nhdn dugc gi d6, nhin sang vé phia ¢, ¢b voi vang trén vao mt goc anh khong nhin thiy, trong long nhur ¢6 nguoi dang gd manh
Ién trai tim, ngay ca ho hap ciing trd nén hon loan.

C6 di vong con dudng xa hon tiép tuc di vé phia quéan bar, ic t6i noi, moi ngudi dang than thién trd chuyén, ¢6 ngudi ban héi ¢d sao thé, ¢ cudi khd
lac dau, n6i khong cé viéc gi.

Mot tudn sau, c6 don dén can ho namphla trén nha hang Trung Qudc kia, nhung ma tir d6 v& sau 6 chua timg gip lai ngurdi dan 6ng c6 tinh cach xéu
xa Ay, mic dimbi lan di ngang qua ¢6 déu mang tam trang khan trrong ling 18 nhin hrét qua, cho dén khi...co gap Kién Phi tai d6.

Co g, khi nguoi ta dang c6 don s& 12‘1113 ra mdt b chuyén nham chan, tyra nhu viée 1An do ¢ chuyén nha, boi thé ¢o phai bdi thuong mdt Thang tién thué
cho chi thué cta can ho trude, ma chd & moi thi cach thu vién xa hon.

“Bon ho di hét rdi sa0?”” Vién T6 Van cam laptop di vao, kinh ngac nhin vin phong tréng tron cling voi dong hd treo tudng,
“..C6 I vay.” Cb khong khing dinh Eim, boi vi 6 vira moi tir ¢8i tién trd vé.

Anh nhin c6, chot mim curdi néi: “Buge 1di, dé thurong em vi da nghe 101, budi tdi t6i dwra em di an d6 ngon.”

“...” C6 danh chiu nhin béng dang cia anh tré v& van phong don dep tai lidu, xin thuong x6t ¢, khong di duoc khong,
“Di thoi.” nam phit sau, anh di ra, nhu 1 so 6 s& chay mét.

“0...” Thé Van iu xiu cim Iy tti xach, di theo anh ra ngoai.

Hom nay c6 khong li xe, ké tir lic suyt nita dung nguoi tai 161 vao gara dudi au & cong ty, ¢6 hiém khi l4i xe di hm

Bon ho may min don duge mot chiée taxi & dudi Ay, Vien T6 Van dé ¢o vao ngéi truede, sau do ngéi bén canh c6, dong manh ctra lai, doi dén khi tai xé
chay ra khdi toa cao 0c anh moi doc dia chi—— d6 1a dia chi nha anh.

“Tai sao dén nhd anh...” C6 md to miit nhin anh.

“Vé mit ciia em by gior that rét gidng co bé quang khin d6 nhén 1o mit thit cta ba ngoai s6i.”

Déng vé cudi 1o 1én ctia anh rét dep trai, c6 bong phat hién anh da khong con deo mit kinh nita, i boi vi gidc mac da 6n rdi u?

C5 nhiu my, quay dau sang chd khac nhin ra ngoai ctra so: “Thir anh n6i an ngon [ ci gi...”

“Thi a dich thén t6i xuéng bép niu mdt bita tiéc lon ddy.”

Trt nghé ctia anh ¢6 d4 inh giao mot lan. . .ciing khong t&. Nhung néu dén nha anh an, khong phai s& rat mit ty nhién sao?

Trén duong dong nghit, taxi chay khoang 40 phiit méi t6i dudi lau nha Vién T6 Vén, lic anh xubng xe thudn tién tim iy canh tay c6 ciing nhau di xudng,
“Anh sg t0i chay u?” C6 cudi kho.

“T61 s embi lra di.”” Anh mim curoi

Lai mdt Jin nira vao nha anh, Thé Van c6 chit bd ng, boi vi trong mdt goc tai phong khach 6 thém mdt hd ¢, ban an phong bép ciiing rong rdi hon
mot cht.

Anh hinh nhur d& chuén bi trrde nguyén liéu, tré vé 1én rira tay bt diu xao rau, Thé Van dén trude hd ca, ngim ca vang di miu sic boi qua boi lai, co
chot nghi rang; chil nhdn ctia ching n6 1a mdt ngwoi rat tré con.

Murdi phit sau, anh quét to mdt tiéng: “Xong rdi, qua an di.”
“Xong r0i?. .. C6 khong dam tin nhin anh, trong anh deo tap dé rét. . .d4ng yéu.

Anh guéyi tuoi’, dat dia com 1§n ban, rdi léy ra hai‘ lon bia: “Em tudng réng t61 moi em &n bita ti€c 16n tai Phap sao, xin 161, khién em thét vong 101, t0i chi
¢ thé cung cap bita com phan ma thdi, khdng can doi lan.”

Thé Van s& bung xep Iép vi doi, ¢6 danh phéi ngdi vao ban. hai dia com giong nhau, thit xé soi huong ca va rau xao qua nhién that | com phan. ..

“Ubng khong?”” Anh khui lon bia dwra t6i trde mit ¢d, lp tire dan t6i cai nhin chiim chim canh gide ciia ¢b.



“Toi chua bao gioy ubng bia mdt minh v6i dan ng vao budi toi.”

“Khong phai mdt minh.” Anh mim cuoi nhin ¢6.

Anh dtmg ddy dén bé ctra sb cAm mdt con giu nhdi bong nhd miu ndu dit 1én ban: “Con c6 n6 & ddy, cho nén i ba ngudi ching ta.”
“_..” Thé Vén d4o mit khinh thuong, lanh Ring n6i, “Toi khong mudn.”

“Vay duoc 11, anh khui lon bia ty minh uéng, “Emkhoéng d6i sao, mau an di.”

Cb chan chir vai gidy, cudi cling van cdm dia lén an, khong biét c6 phai vi d6i hay khong, ¢6 cam thay mili vi ngon Fim, it nhét so v6i quén an nho ddi
dién khu chung cu ctia ¢6 thi ngon hon nhicu.

“Ngudi da ném qua d6 3n t6i lim déu & yéu...”

“_. . Tringhé clia tO1.”

Anh udng bia, 4nh it king & liéc nhin ¢6, nhu 14 khong muén bo qua bét cir biéu cam nio ctia ¢o.

“C6 ai ting ndi cho anh biét, anh rt dang ghét khong?” Bj anh nhin chédm chiim, ¢6 rét khé chiu nén cét tiéng,

“C6 chur,” anh trung ra vé miit v toi va bét dic di “Rét nhiéu ban gai hdi trde ciia t6i n6i vy, nhung sau khi cac ¢b Ay noi thé déu ¢b chip yéu toi.”
«...Coi nhur t6i chura hoi di.”” C6 cup mét xubng nghiém tic ia com.

Bon ho khéng ni chuyén nira, mdt ngwoi &n com mdt ngudi udng bia, gidng nhur day | mot budi tdi binh thudng, bon ho & trong phong m chuyén nhu
moi ngly.

“Nay,” Vién T6 Van bdng nhién n6i, “Néu t6i ubng say, em s& ¢ lai clng t6i chir?”
“Khong.” Cé nghi ciing dirmg nghi dén!

“A,” anh vin ung bia, “Vay dura t6i dén nha emdi.”

“_..”” C6 phoét 1o anh, tiép tyc 3n com trong dia, cai ban hoi thip, con ghé thi hoi cao, ¢6 phai cti ¢ xudng, vi thé chot cam thiy minh rit giéng chd méo.
“Boi vi, t6i udng say roi thi s& rat co don, ciing rét. . kho chiu.”

Khi anh néi 1i niy, d6i mét nhin ¢ cham chim, anh mét hoi mo hd bat dinh.

Thé Van c¢b ging an xong miéng com cubi ciing, rat mudn xéch tiii bude di.

Anh néi thé. . lam dang am chi diéu g} sa0?!

Hon E ciia LamBao Thyc duoc 6 chirc vao ngiy cu01 cing ctia Thang murdi hai, i Thé Van mo thiép moi ra, c6 troi cudi suy nghi, rat it nguoi s&
chon ngay cudi ndm nhi. Nhung t6i ngay nay rdi, thoi tiét cling rét tot, mira roi ca tuan dot nhién ngimg lai.

Bgéi t6i dém binh an, Vién T6 Van khong co dAu hiéu udng say, chi i dang vé c6 chut throng cam, ¢6 bt dau thdy ring, cang tiép can anh cang khong
hiéu anh —— khong phai 1 do tinh cach xau xa ctia anh tao thanh chir?

C6 thirc day rat som, bt dau thu don can phong, ¢d c6 mot thdi quen, chi cin cam thiy khén trurong thi mudn thu don phong ¢ 0, nhung e ndy, tha ndi
khén trrong chi bing 16i 1 hung phan C0 khong blet vi sao minh hung phin nhur vay, tyra nhu ngudi iy chdng 1 ¢6 vay, da rat nhidu nim ¢6 khong
gip Lam Bao Thuc, ¢b Ay & trén tAm anh thiép mdi vin khong thay d6i, vé mét nhur tré con.

Bén gior chidu, ¢6 cm qua két hon da mua trurde xudt phét tir sém, c6 hinh nhu khong kiém ché duge ndi xtc dong mudn mau chéng nhin thiy ban hoc
cii ctia Thé Phan. Bi vio hoi trudng, tir xa cd da trong thiy Luong Kién Phi dang ban ron, ciing véi ¢ dau chii ré dang trd chuyén tai chd don khéch
nhu 1 chéing c6 ai bén canh, ¢6 bét cudi dong thoi ciing cam dong.

C6 nhé Lirong Kién Phi timng n6i, néu Thé Phéin van con sbng, tai ddy c6 thé ¢ thém mdt bong déng ban ron hay khong, chi Ay nhét dinh s& ban tdi bui,
n6i khong chirng con phéi nhin ra chit thdi gian gido huén ¢6 dau chii ré khong thém quan tim dén hon I cta chinh minh, sau d6 chi 4y mang giay cao
g6t m dudi theo ciu bé nghich v6i b hoa 6 dau.



“Thé Van!...” Lam Bao Thyc nhin thiy cd, mimg & vay tay di vé phia ¢d, ching c6 chit vé rut ré ctia ¢6 dau.
Thé Van di qua, mim cudi viron canh tay 6m c6 dau mdt céi. A, ding rdi, day B Lam Bao Thyc mi ¢ quen biét.

hai ¢6 ném canh tay nhau, 1 ra nu cudi vui vé, trong phiit che hai mét Lam Bao Thuc d6 ngiu, hoi nghen ngio néi: “That St qué. . .l dau t& con ngai
moi cdu, nhung Kién Phi noi khong sao, cho nén t6. . .nhung bay gid té mdi bict dugc, that 1a tot qua. . .cau dén duoc 1a tot rdil”

Thé Van cam nur6e mit, nhin thiy Lam Béo Thye trude miit kich dong dén ndi noi néing dirt quiing, ¢ khong khoi mim cudi. Khong phéi ¢ khong kich
dong, chi la khdng biet bay to ra sao.

“Pugc 1di, biy gio con chura dén e phai khoc.” Lwong Kién Phi di sang ddy, dimg khén gidy nhe nhang lau khoe miit ctia ¢6 dau, nhung chinh hdc mit
ctia ¢ cling do theo.

Céc c0 cung nhag chup anh chung, n6i chuyén phiém, néu khong phai khach khira 1an ot t6i noi, Thé Vén nghi ring, c6 1& Lam Bao Thuc da quén mit
nguoi hom nay két hon chinh 1a minh nhi?

Mot minh c6 di vao bén trong, quay dAu lai nhin hai ¢6 ban, ¢6 ciing mudn néi nhu vay: that t6t qua, ¢o dén duoc that 1 tbt.

C0 khong durge sip xEp tai ban ciia ban hoc kia, béi vi Luong Kién Phi n6i, thé thi moi nguoi s& rat bét tién, c6 nhét dinh phéi gii thich minh khong phai
12 The Phin, ma 1 em gai song sinh ctia Thé Phén. C6 tim duoc tén minh, bong nhién kinh ngac phat hién, trén ban d6 con cé mdt céi tén khién o tron
mat ha mom: Vién T6 Van.

Anh. . ciing t6i tham dyr hon & u?

Thé Vén mang tam tinh budn buc ngdi xudng, trong thay khéch khira Iin ot tién vao trong hoi trudng, cai goi i nhan sinh ha xir bét turong phing*,
chinh 13 néi ti bon ho sao?

(*) nhén sinh ha xir bt trong phing: y néi con ngudi di dau ciing ¢6 thé gip lai nguwdi quen cil
C6 cudi khd, cam thiy nhur 1 bi tréu choc, khong phéi boi anh, ma 1 boi sb phan.

“Khong ngd em ciing dén ddy.” Mot 4m thanh niim trong d doén vang lén sau lung co.

“...” Nhitng loi ndy nén dé c6 néi méi phai?

Vién T6 Van ng@)i Xuéng vi tri bén canh c6, hom nay anh mic mdt by au phuc den xam, 4o so mi den, con deo mit kinh gong den kia, trong ¢ vé rat
chin chén.

“C6 thé chir?”” Anh By goi thude, rit mdt diéu ra, ngim trong miéng, Bmbd mudn cham lira.

Thé Van bét dic di gat dau, 6 nghi nghi, ndi thém: “Gan déy anh nghién thube 1 qua di”

“Um...” Anh d4 cham lira, hit mdt hoi, ding dAu ngon tay nhe nhang khiy mot cai, “Khi t6i can suy tur, thudc 14 chinh i chit xtic téc 6t nhat.”
“Suy tur?”” C6 nhin anh, méc di ngiri duge mii thude nhan nhat, nhung c6 khong xoay dau sang chd khac.

Vién T6 Van nhéch khoe miéng mim cudi: “Em. . .c6 himg thi biét khong?”

Thé Van cin mdi, doi tam mit: “Khong n6i thi thoi.”

Anh bét cudi, mic di ¢ da doi tim niit, khong nhin thiy sic mit anh, nhung ¢6 biét anh dang cudi.

“Suy tur mdt s6 chuyén. . khong hiéu duoc.” Anh nhur 1 dang thira nurée duc tha cau.

“r* C6 nhin khong dwoc chuyén tim mit trd vé, nhuéng may nhin anh.

“Em chua timg gap phai chuyén minh khong hiéu diroc sao?” Ngon tay kep thude 1 ciia anh rét thon dai, trén céc dbt ngon tay c6 16p chai hoi gb lén.
“Hinh nhur bay ity khong phai I lic dé ching ta théo uan van dé.” C6 nhéic nhd anh.

“Em thit sy khong thich dé ngwoi khéc biét duge minh nghi gi phai khong,” anh bong nhién noi, “Cho du t6i hoi em thé ndo, em chi tra i chuyén chéing
lién quan, nhung chura bao gio' d€ 1 ra suy nghi ctia minh.”

“To1 dang nghi,” anh nhin c6, dirng mdt chut, “Emhodc 1a rat ghét t6i, hoac 1a...”

>



“Rét so t6i.” PAu ngon tay anh run run, tan thube Eit nhit khong ngoai dur liéu roi vao gat tan, d6 1 noi ching n6 nén xuét hién.
“Khong ¢6,” Thé Van rét quyét doan phi nhan, “Anh c6 nghii t6i, kha ning dAu tién 14 chinh x4c hay khong?”

Vién T Van phan d6i nhin vai, tiép tuc hit thudc: “Khong, t6i nghi em khong c6 Iy do gi dé ghét toi.”

Anh t6 vé vo toi tiroi curoi kha 4i, 1 loai nu cudi ¢d y bay ra cho ngudi khéc xem: “Boi vi con ngudi t6i. . .rat duoc ong phy nir.”

Thé Vén nhin anh, nhin nu cudi ctia anh, con c6 d6i miét nhin khong thiy ddy kia, c6 bong nhién mim cudi, cudi dén vui vé, nhur 1 nh tdi truyén hai ndo
d6 —— ha, anh thét i hai hudc.

C0 nh6 t6i Khudn mit turoi cudi cia mot cau thiéu nién, mic dit bay gio nhd lai, ¢6 mot chit ngde, nhung thoi diém Ay lai cam théy hét sirc nhe da ——
mot loai nhe da bam sinh, khong c6 Iy do, nhung ciing mang theo nguong ngiing. Trén tran cdu thiéu nién cé vet thuong, hai ma rat ban, anh lau so qua,

noi: “Nay, nghe ndi td rat dugc long con gai, cdu noi xem?”’

C0 da quén mit minh tr 0 thé ndo, hogic o minh ¢4 tré ki hay khong. C6 chi nhé 10 sur nhe da kia, cing véi....mbt chitt ngrong nging trong do, day &
bicu tinh dang yéu nhat ctia mdt cau thi¢u nién nhi?

“Cudi gi 462 Anh nhin ¢6, nhung d6i nit ciia ¢ tiét 16 cho anh ring anh khong can phai biét.

“Khong ¢ gi.”

Thé Vén thu lai khuon mt tuoi cuoi, chi 1 khoe miit va dudi long may ¢6 chira ¥ cudi than nhién, Vién T6 Van that thin nhin anh néit 6.

Khach cing ban lan lrot t6i chd, moi ngudi gan nhu khong biét nhau, Thé Van khong khoi suy nghi, ¢6 1& nguoi ngdi ban nay chinh i nhimg nguoi
khong biét nén sip xép ngdi & ban ndo. C6 thiy Vién T6 Van & bén canh hut mdt diéu thude khac, ¢b cang khing dinh y nghii cia minh, thé thi ¢6 18 ndo
ho 1a nguréi khong hop véi nguoi khac khong?

Khong bao i nghi thitc hon I€ dugc bét dau, dnh dén m dan, mdt ngon dén chiim chiéu trén ngwdi chi ré Du Chinh, anh di dén trude micro, hing
giong mot chiit, giong di€u mang theo vé tu gicu: “Co ngudi ndi cho t6i bict, hdm nay dén tham dy hon I€ ctia t6i ¢6 rat nhi€u co gai trudc kia da timg
stng bai toi.”

Phia duéi vang Ién tiéng xuyt va tiéng curoi.

“Nhur vay dau tién t61 mudn ndi mdt cau Vo cting xin 167" —— béi vi tir trrde dén nay trong tréi tim t6i chi c6 Lam Bao Thyc.”

Tét c4 moi ngudi hiéu Y mim cudi, trén con duong tinh yéu ndy, s& c6 bao nhiéu ngudi co thé kién tri di dén cubi cing.

“RAt r}hiéu nﬁn} qua, mdi 1an khi dbi mit VO‘l cO éy, 01 h}én nhd t6i mdt bai tho ctia Tagore.” Vé mit ctia anh d;‘in’()n hoa ma nghiém tic, “Khoang cach
xa nhat trén the gidi, khong phai gitra sy song va cai chét, ma 1, khi anh ding trrde mét em nhung em khong biét anh yéu em.”

Ca hoi truong lam vao trAm mic, ¢6 dau roi nrde mit.

Thé Van nghii ring minh s& khong roi nuréc mét, nhung ¢6 phat hién khoé mét minh d won wét. Rét nhiéu ngudi trong thanh phd 1on nay ciing c6 Iic
khong tin twdng vao tinh yéu nita, Dur Chinh va Lam Bao Thuc lai dién ra mt cAu chuyén tinh hai kich, khién cho mdt s6 ngudi tin vao tinh yéu lan nita,
tinh yéu van I thir tot dep nhat trén thé gi6i nay. Trong nhitng ngudi dé c6 thé bao gom ca co khong?

“Nhung hom nay,” am thanh trm thip ctia Du Chinh lai vang Ién, “Gitra chiing t6i khong con khoéng céch nira, boi vi ching t0i yéu throng Iin nhau.
Camon cac vi da ti tham dy hon I€ ctia ching t6i, tang tién mirg cudi, hon nita chirng kién tinh yéu ctia ching toi. Rat camon.”

Phia dudi vang Ién tiéng cudi va tiéng vd tay, khong chi vi hon nhan hanh phiic ciia bon ho, ciing i vi ban than minh con ¢6 thé cam dong boi tinh yéu.

Thé Van lau khoe mit, trong bong tdi, mdt chiée khin tay mau tréing dura t6i trude mt ¢d, 6 ngac nhién nhin chiée khén tay kia, rdi lai nhin sang Vién
T6 Van, cudi ciing ¢ van chan chir ma cam lay, Iing € lau nurde mat.

Nighi thirc van con tiép tuc, Thé Vén ngo ngac bang hoang nhin 1én san khu.

Khoang cach xa nhét trén thé gioi, khong phai gitta sw séng va cai chét, ma 1, khi anh dimg truée mit em nhung em khong biét anh yéu em
Rét cude, 1 ai sinh ly tir biét voi ai, 1 ai dimg trudc it ai, nhung khong thé ndo néi duoc 10 yéu. ..

Hét Chuong 7
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Chuwong 8: Thang mot
[Vjén Thé Van: “Chi 1 dang cho doi biét dau co mdt ngiy sang sém thirc ddy, c6 thé thuyét phuc chinh minh, khong suy nghi dén mot thir da timg b
chap, sau do lam mot nguoi phy nir hanh phiic binh thirong, tira nhur wira r6i 6 da noi, tim mdt nguroi dan dng yéu minh két hon, sinh con, nudi nang dira
con trudng thanh, trai qua cudc song binh than.

C6 18 moi ngudi déu dang chér doi ngay ndy. . . nhung trude do, ching ta van vo tinh kién tri voi mot s ¢b chép trong 1dng minh, cho dén ngay ndo do t6i
101 moi thoi.”

Tuédng Bach Ligt: “C6 da n6i hai nguoi 1 Michael va Lucifer. C6 18 hai nguoi khong phai vay. C6 18 hai nguoi déu i Michael. Chéng qua 13 hai mit ciia
Michael.”’]

8.1
Edit: Springl 3

Mot loat dén chim xép ngay ngiin phat ra 4nh sang vang, Thé Vén hoi chong mit, c6 khong khoi suy nghi, thily tinh chéing phéi nén chiét xa ra tia sang
trang hay sao, tai sao 1a mau vang, ..

C0 nhin Vién T6 Van & bén canh, tir khi budi tiéc bt dau anh da udng rt nhidu ruu, ngwdi khong biét con tuéng rang anh dang trinh dién v kich “C6
dau két hon, chi ré khong phai 1a t61”. Xemra, anh khong chi nghién thuoc 14 ma con nghién udng ruou.

“Dlmg udng nira.” C6 ngin lai.
Nhung anh chi Eing king nhin ¢6 mdt cai, 4nh it hoi trong rng, khong biét suy nghi cai gi, nhung ban tay van ning ly udng vao bung,

Deén bdng nhién mo dan, ¢6 dau chi ré lai n san khu, nguoi diéu khién Chwrong trinh ndi nghi thirc thap nén sép bt du. Trong bong t6i, Thé Van
vuon tay ra, ling 1€ doat lay ly rugu cua Vién To Van, co thap giong ke sat tai anh noi: “Udng nita anh s€ say day.”

Anh thé tay xu6ng, khong gianh lai ly rurou, trong bong ti khdng biét anh suy nghi gi. Mot It sau, anh dén gan tai ¢6, n6i: “C6 1& t6i chi mudn udng
rwou...”

Thé Van ngiri dwoc mii rwou, cb bét gidc nhiu miy: “Anh say rdi t6i khong thém dé y t6i anh dau.”

Anh trAm méc, tram méic thét lau, cho dén khi c6 nghi hoiic quay d4u nhin anh. V6 tinh tia sang hrét qua bon ho, chi cé hai gidy ngfin ngii, nhung o thiy
duoc khudn mét hrét qua ctia anh —— khién nguoi ta kinh ngac 1, khuon myit d6 mang theo nu cuoi, nhu la tréunme bén trong con ngudi hodc sy vat

ndo do, khac hin voi Vién T6 Van ctia ngay thurdng, gids phit nay anh glong nhu mdt cau thidu nién mudi miy tudi, thoa méin véi hanh phiic nho nhé cta
minh, cho dit so sanh véi hanh phiic trim néim ctia ¢6 ddu ch ré trude mit, ciing khong dao dong ny cudi trén mit anh.

Thé Vin gio Ién ly nrou ctia anh, khong khoi nghi ngd bén trong 1 gi, nhung ¢6 ¢6 thé khing dinh mot diém
101

Vién T6 Van say 101, anh that su say

“Toi di toilet.” Vién To Van bdng nhién dimg 1én, trong béng ti, bude chan anh hoi o dao. Thé Van do du vai gidy, van 1 di theo anh.

Anh rét lich sy hoi ngudi phuc vu vi tri ctia toilet, rdi bude nhanh vao d6. Thé Vén di theo anh t6i cira, nghe thiy bén trong truyén ra tiéng non nira rat rd
rét, ¢ khong khoi nhiu may.

Mot 1at sau, bén trong tinh king, ¢6 udng hy, rdt cude nhin khong duge na hé én: “Nay, anh khong sao chi?”

Anh khong tra 11, nhur 13 vO ¢6 bién mét, nhung ¢ nghi ngd réng anh dang ngi.

“Vién T6 Van?” C6 ling ting dimg tai cira, khong biét c6 nén vio hay khong,

“T6i van con song. ..”” Anh md voi nurée bon rira tay, ty rira cai thanh bon ciing v6i ban tay va khudn niit ctia minh,
“0...” C6 khong biét vi sao minh tra 15 vung vé& nhur vay, nhung ngoai chir “0” c6 khong biét nén ndi gi khéc.

“T6i say roi.” Anh dong voi nude, ding khin gidy lau tay va mit, binh finh n6i.

“Um...”

“Con nh lan trude t6i da noi véi em khong?” Anh quay du, nhin béng lung ciia cd.



“..” C6 clmg nhéc di chuyén bude chan, “Khong nhé, di thdi, t6i dua anh vé nha.”
Budc chan ciia Vién T6 Van van hoi ko déo, nhung khuon mt lai mim cudi.
Thé Van tim dugc Lirong Kién Phi, nhér ¢6 Ay chio c6 dau mdt tiéng, han huyén miy cau rdi ra khoi hoi trurong,

Vién T6 Van dang dya vao lan can bang kim loai ndm canh thang cudn tur dong, anh nghiéng dau, khong biét nhin chd ndo, mit kinh da thao xubng dat
trong tiii 40, anh Ky ra gbi thudc, nggm mot diéu trong miéng, tay kia thi chuén bi 4n bét hira.

“Pumng hit.” Thé Vén di qua gianh Ky diéu thude, ném vio trong thing réc.

Bit lira trong tay anh da nhém Itra 1én, miéng con kinh ngac mang theo hinh dang ngam thudc, c¢6 1& anh say that roi, cho nén ca ngudi tréng hoi chim
chap.

“Di th6L” C6 dut hai tay vao tii, di lén thang cudn tir dong, C6 nghe thiy tiéng bude chan phia sau minh di theo t6i, co khong quay dau nhin, ¢6 rét so
nhin thay anh it anh, loai anh nit tran trui sau khi khong con mit kinh che lap.

“Nay,” Vién T6 Van ¢ dang sau n6i, “Toi 1 ngudi udng say, em c6 thé. . .dimg di nhanh nhur thé khong,”

Thé Van dimg budc nghiéng ngudi nhin anh, mudn ché anh di 1én, anh vin dtmg tai chd khong hé nhuic nhich, khoe miéng cong 1én ny cudi nhur ¢6 nhur
khong,

“Nay, emc6 thé qua day diu t6i khong?”

... C6 céin mdi, nheo it nhin anh chiim chéim, khong thé phan biét anh ¢6 thét sy can 6 diu di khong, Cudi cing, ¢6 danh chiu th dai, di qua tm Ay
céanh tay anh, c0 gang coi anh nhu 6ng cu muon bang qua duong,

Nhung anh lai gidly tay c0 ra, sau do rat tu nhién dt canh tay Ién vai cd, trong tim dya vé phia co6: “Thé nay t6t hon.”

Thé Van nhiu maty, bi trong hwong ctia anh ép dén ko dao mdt bude, ¢o khong dém nging déu, boi vi khuon mit anh & ngay trén déu ¢d, ¢ camnhén
dugc ting hoi thd ctia anh, tya nhu 3 song bién.

Bon ho tir tir di dén cong khach san, anh chang gitr xe da kéu mot chiéc taxi tir trde, hon nita rat chuyén nghiép mo cira xe ra, Thé Van nhét sirc ning
trén ngudi vo trong xe, 16i ngdi theo vao trong, Vién T6 Vén tinh tio ndi dia chi nha minh cho tai xé, sau d6 nham miét lai, nhur 1 dang ding hét sirc ap

ché men say kia.

hai nguoi khong ndi g, giéng nhur ca hai déu khong ton tai, nhung lai bat gidc tyr phong doan ¥ nghi ctia d6i phirong. Thé Van king & quay dau, nhin
nguoi dan 6ng say sua bén canh, c6 chot dang Ién 1ndi so haii, ndi s¢ hi vo ¢6, hinh nhu thir minh uén bao vé s& bi pha tan thanh tirng manh.

Ngon tay ¢o dit trén ghé ngdi khé run rdy, anh némbér} tay d6, ding ban tay 4m ap ma day rong ctia anh bao Ry tay ¢6, hai mit anh vin nhim chit,
khée miéng c6 vé diu dang nhan nhat: “Sao lanh nhur the. ..”

C6 mubn gidy khoi tay anh, nhung lai b ndm that chit, ¢ nghiéng ngudi viron ban tay con lai ra ddy anh, anh chi md nt, thip giong n6i: “Bimg quiy
nita, bay gio t6i dang nhire dau...”

Lan dau tién Thé Van phét hi¢n, 6 truéc mt anh c6 nho bé nhu vy, cho du ding hét sirc cling khong thé nao thoat khoi ngdn tay anh, vi thé c6 hon doi
thi khong gidly dua nita, quay dau nhin ra ngoai cira s6. Anh khong dé y téi co, cang khong lo t6i co dang hon ddi, anh tiép tuc nhim mit nghi ngoi.

Téi duoi k:iu nha Vién T6 Vin, Thé Vén nhan lic anh tra tién’mali chong it tay Ve, dit vao trong i, xudng xe khong dugc tur nhién cho im Nhung
cam giac am ap nay lam thé nao ciing khong dudi di dugc, dén noi khi co bat giac nam tay kia, qua that [a lanh cong.

Vién T6 Van tir trong xe di ra, lai tyra vao ¢6 mdt cach di nhién, 4m thanh qué thit mang theo men say: “Bi thoi...”

Cau thang xo0an 6c von da khién nguoi ta chong mit, lic nay d6i v6i Thé Van qua 13 mdt loai cye hinh, ¢6 chgt ¢ phﬁn héi han da n6i mudn dua anh vé
nha, béi vi ¢6 bat dau nghi ngd anh khong c6 say thit.

“Em cng t6i lén di. ..”” Anh ndi.
“Pmg ¢6 ndmmo. ..” C6 tra 1oi.

“Khong thé nim mo sao. ..”

“Giac mo khong thé thanh hién thyre thi t5t nhat dimg mo...”
“A, vay dugc roi...”

Bon ho ding 15 phiit di tir tAng mdt dén tAng nim, Thé Van mét dén thd hdn hén, ban tay lic dau lanh cng gio da nong dén d6 md hoi.



Pong tac tim chia khoa ciia Vién T6 Van rd rang nhanh nhen, Thé Van khong thay gy, trurée hét do anh t6i sofa, sau d6 lau md hoi trén tran minh, ¢
cam thay miéng hrdi kho khan.

“Bén canh t lanh ¢6 nurde khoang. ..”” Anh mo nira mit noi.

C6 di qua, cam nurée khoang md ndp ra, vira m6i udng vao miéng, chot nghe tiéng anh tir sofa truyén toi: “Toi n6i i bao em mang sang ddy cho ti
uong...”

“_..” C6 ctmg ngic dtmg hinh, sau d6 hdm huc dit chai xudng, Ay mdt chai moi di qua dua cho anh.

Anh khong néi cam on, truc tiép udng can chai nude trude mit cd, sau do gac chin kén tay vin ciia sofa, krdi biéng noi: “Gidy. ..”
Cb cin mdi, vuron tay cdi gidy ciia anh, doi gidy da mau den thét I6n mau chong nim im Bing trén san nha bén canh sofa.

“Khan nong. ..”” Anh kéo ¢b 40 so mi ra, nhur I khong thoi nai cho Fim, 40 vét khong biét da chay di dau.

C6 cin rang di vao phong tim, mo voi nuée 4m, sau d6 tiy tién rit mot chiéc khan treo trén gid tuong ddi sach s&, bat dau doi rira trong nudc am, visg
chiec khin khong kip nong, c6 chinh mrdc am chay dén mirc gan nhur ¢ thé goi la néng, chang dé y hai tay minh da do lén.

C6 ném khain Ién mit anh, thiy anh khong phan g, c6 chi danh céin ring chiu dung ra tay lau gitip anh.

C6 go thét dudi day long: Vién Thé Van, rt cude miy im sao viy, méy khong phai 1a bao nu ctia anh ta!

Nhung hai tay c6 lai khong dimg duoc, hodc 1a noi, co khong thé nhin thiy bo dang kho chiu ciia anh ma khong di gitip anh
Van gin nhur xa la d6i vi ¢6, ngay ca chinh ¢6 ciing khong nhén ra ban than minh.

day 1 mdt Vién Thé

“Nay...” Anh md mra mit, cudi nhu khong curdi nhin ¢, “Toi mudn di tim. ..”

“Xin cir tr nhién.”” C6 nghiém mit, dimg ddy mudn di, nhung lai bj anh giir By ¢ tay.

“T6i....”” Anh van nhin ¢6 nhu vy, hinh nhw dang chuin bi im gi do.

“T6i phai vé nha.” C6 mudn gidty khoi tay anh, nhung phét hién lim sao ciing khong thé thoat thén.

Bdng dung, anh mau chéng dimg day, kéo ¢6 di qua phong tim, sau d6 nhoai ngudi trudc bon rira tay, ndn tt ca nude khoang vira ubng vao bung ra
hét.

Thé Van khong gidly dua nita, mé nhe nhang vd lung anh, trong mit tan ra mot tia dau long,
Anh lai n6n thém Iic nita, roi mdi md voi nude, ding mdt ban tay khdy mude 1én mit, nhung ban tay dang ndm tay ¢6 van khong budng ra.

Mot tay anh chdng trén b@)n rira, nuoe theo hai mé chay xudng cam, 16i nho giot 1én 40 so mi ctia anh. Bon ho khong nhin théng nhau, ma ki théng qua
chiec guong trén trdng d€ nhin mat doi phuong,

“Em biét khong. ..”” Anh ding 4m thanh tir tinh mang theo men say néi, “Bay gio t6i rét mudn hon em. ..

“...” C6 mo to hai mét nhin anh, néi khong ra Ioi.

Bon ho cir nhin déi phu‘ong trong gong, giéng nhur tré Ve rt Ju rat Jau trude kia, hai co cau thiéu nién ngy ngd, tay namtay, mim cuoi quan sat a6
phuong trong gwong, ¢6 miy thoi gian xoay quanh than tbc, thé nhung bon ho thén thd khong phat gide, gidng nhur bi ha than chi, khong biét im thé nao
dé thu hoi tam mit.

“Nhung t6i biét,” 4m thanh ctia anh ph4 tan thin chii ndy, “Khong c6 ¢6 gai ndo thich dwge mdt ngudi dan éng vira moi non mira hén moi, cho nén. ..”
‘K?’?

“Hay I thoi di....” Anh cudi rd 1én, mang theo chut ¥ ttr dia dai, hodc nhu i dé che gidu gi d6.

Thé Vén cémﬂﬁyﬂuﬁn@t minh nong Eim, c6 khong damnhin grong nita, chi nhiu chat may, c6 mudn ming anh, nhung cam thiy néu lic nay méng
anh thi s&€ khién anh nghi rang c6 dang lam niing, vi thé ¢ can moi, khong n6i gi, bd dang trong rat tirc gian.

Anh bdng khoéc canh tay trén vai cd, am thanh diu dang n6i, “Toi chéng mit. ..”
“Chéng mit thi dinga di...” C6 tra 16i may moc.

“Emc6 thé diu t6i 1én girdng khong?” Anh vira hoi, vira sai budc di vé phia phong gl



Thé Van nghiéng ngé ko déo, ném than hinh néing né ctia anh én giwong, trong thiy vé méit mé man cta anh nhin minh, c6 thim chi ¢6 ndi xung dong
muon nhao téi bop ¢o6 anh.

“Toi di day!” C6 gidly khoi tay anh, thong béo c phan gian dai.

“Khong duoc. . khong phai toi da nbi rdi 4, néu toi say, tot nhit emnén & lai cing t6i. . . Anh con mubn v6i ly tay c6, nhung khong con manh mé nhur
lic dau, hinh nhu say that, cling rat mét moi.

“T6i da dwa anh vé nha.” C6 nhic nho.
“Doi t6i ngi1 di di,”” anh nhur B dang that sy ndn ni ¢6, anh it bét giac rd 101, “Puoc khong. ..”

Thé Van cin moi, da khong dém dugc hom nay 1 an thir méy ¢6 mém long, quén di, c6 nghi, hira v6i anh lan nira di. .. Nhung lan sau khong thé Bip lai
nira.

C6 lay tat ca chan chdng chét 16n xon trén giuong dip 1én nguoi anh, sau d6 khoanh tay tira vao khung cira s6: “Anh ngii di, t0i s& chd anh ngdi 16i moi

VE.

Vién T6 Van rét cude 16 ra ny cudi yén tam, sau d6 nhim hai mit, khong qua vai gidy, tiéng hit tho déu dn ciia anh truyén t6i, cling voi mot s6 10i Am
nham chang thé nghe ra.

Déu girdng anh dat mdt quyén sach, nit sau hudng 1én trén, 6 nhan ra d6 1 sach ctia Hang Phong, boi vi hinh nhw Hang Phong ciing da cho ¢6 quyén
nay, nhung c6 chua tirng doc qua.

Thé Vén tho dai trong long, bdng nhién cam thay moi mét bét ctr ai bi anh giy vo ciing s& mét moi thdi nhi?
Nhung ¢6 cudi khd, vi sao 1 minh chir?

Sau khi x4c dinh anh da ngi say, ¢0 rénra rén rén mudn di ra ngodi, lic di ngang qua céi ban, ¢b vo tinh trong thiy khung anh kia van bi i nguoc, trong
lic ngan ngo, c6 ma xui quy khién dirng bude.

C6 nh6 Ian trurde lic minh mubn 1t nd 1én thi Vién TS Van chot xuat hién, Ic a 4y c6 khong biét xiu hb bao nhiéu, gidng nhur ké trom bi chit nha bét tai
trén. Nhung Iic ndy, ¢6 cam thiy trong long minh dudng nhur ¢6 tiéng 6 vii, sau d6 ¢6 mot 4m thanh ndi: Thé Van, hay 14 thoi di. ..

C5 lat khung anh Ién, nhin nguoi trén tm anh, ¢6 ngo ngan khéng thdt nén 1i.
Bdng nhién c6 dat khung anh xudng, van [ mit sau huéng Ién trén. C6 di thing t6i phong khach, méic 4o khodc deo tiii xach, roi king I roi di.
Thét gidng nhur ¢6 chua timg 1t khung anh kia 1én.

Khi v& t¢i nha, ¢6 loang thoang nghe durgc tiéng hoan ho ciia ting trén va ting dudi, ciing véi tiéng phdo nd tir ding xa, ¢6 nhin dong hd trén tudng,
nuroi hai gid ndm phit, hoa ra. . .mdt nam mdi da t6i roi.

Cb treo 4o khoac 1én moc 4o, sau d6 dun mrde, mrde s6i roi moi nhé trong nha ¢ may murde uong,
Co cudi kho, bung coc nude amngdi trude may tinh, md ra trang web ¢ thuong vao, timra thu muc ghi &m, sau d6 lang nghe.

“Céc ban thinh gia trudc radio

Giang Sinh vui vé!” Thu L9 ding giong diéu vui mirng va han hoan noi.

Bai hat nén chinh i ca khic diroc trung thm mua sim mé di mo lai nhiéu lan: “We wish you a Merry Christmas, we wish you a Merry Christmas, we
wish you a Merry Christns. . . . . . and Happy New Year!”

“Déy 1a Thur Lo cua dai phét thanh tleng Trung tai New York mang dén tiét myc nay cho céc ban, ching ta sdp phai chio don mot nam moi, khong biét
601 v6i mOt nm qua céc ban c6 tiéc nudi g khong, va ¢6 nhimg mong doi gi cho mjt ndm moi? Hbibé, ba me thudng néi voi ching ta, tai ngudng cira
sap bit dau mdt nam méi, néu thanh kinh wée nguyén vai thin linh, n6i khong chimg c6 thé thyuc hién dugc, cho nén mbi khi sdp sang ndm mdi, ching ta
khi con 14 nhitg dira tré ludn cung kinh phéc hoa ra hinh déng cua than linh trong tm tri, sau d6 wéc nguyén mdt mong mudn to I6n —— 6 1§ diéu nay
cling gidng nhur khi c4c ban nhé & phurong Tay xin diéu ude voi ong gid Noel nhi? Nhung budn cudi 1, doi dén hom sau thire day, ching ta lién quén
mét 1 wde nguyen nay, boi vi di sao nd ciling la hur vo, xa xim khong thé thanh hién thure, ndm chit tién §i xi trong tay mi i cam xtic hanh phuc chin
that nhét c6 thé cham toi.

Puoc rdi, dau tién hiy doc thu ciia mot s6 thinh gia, , _ khong biét cac ban trude radio co tran day to md ddi
v6i hai vi thinh gia kia gidng nhur t6i khong? Lan nay ‘Van dam phong khinh® giri thur n6i, mudn nho t6i chuyén 10 cho “Tinh cau ¢6 don’ néi that,
viée chuyén 1oi nay khong biét tai sao that sy khién t6i rat da nghién d4; Ay mud : ing, “that ra keo va gidy goi keo, diéu niy
can ban khong phai 1a mdt sy lya chon’. .. Um, chi mdt cau vay thoi. “Tinh cAu ¢ don’, ban co nghe dugc khong, cau trén 1a “Van dam phong khinh’
mu6n n6i voi ban,

Um... Tuy ring Thu Lo khong hiéu cho Em, nhung nhirng 161 nay mudn duoc nhin giri cho ngudi cd thé hiéu duoc, khong phai sao? Nhung ndi tro lai,
“Véan dam phong khinh’ ban cling ndi it qua di, that vat va mdi giri cho t6i mot burc thu, khong thé viet thém mot chitt nita sao, ban the nay that sy khien



moi ngudi ching t6i khong hiéu dugce ¥ nghi, ngay ca dao dién ciing chit van t6i vi sao phai ¢ trong tiét muc thém vao ndi dung tro chuyén khong dau vao
dau nhur vdy... Ha ha, nhung t6i nghi, néu tiét muc ctia t6i ¢6 thé giip do hai ban mot chit, thlcomhu 12 mdt vinh hanh —— vi thé, t6i s& dbc hét strc
minh chuyén 10 cho hai ban trén séng dién tir nhé. Tiép theo hiy cing Fing nghe mdt ca khiic. .

Keo va giéy g6i keo. ..can ban khdng phai 1a mdt su Iya chon?

D6 1a cai gi? Chi la mot cai cd, hode 1 mdt trd dia vo van?

Thé Van mudn suy nghi, nhung dau 6c lai trong rong; ¢6 nmudn thuyét phuc ban than dimg nh& dén khudn it ctia Vién TS Vén nira, tuy nhién c6 van
bat giac phac hoa ra hinh dang kia trong long, Trong co thé ¢6 dudng nhur luén ¢ hai ngudn hre hrong dang giao chién, khién c6 cang ngay cang mubn
tim dugc con ngudi chan that ctia minh.

C ngo ngic ngdi trén sofa phong khach, khong biét qua bao Iau, di dong chot vang Ién, tiéng dan duong cam du dwong kia gidng nhur cay kim ddm vao
trai tim cO.

C6 nhin cai tén hién thi trén man hinh, nhét thoi c6 phén ludng hy c6 nén tiép may hay khong,

“A16...” Co dat di dong bén tai, qua vai gidy moi ngdp nglng noi.

“Cau. . .ngi1 chura?” Am thanh Thach Thy Thin nghe ra c6 chit mét moi, nhung rat diu dang,

“A, chua...”

“Vira 10 t6i nghi. . .c6 nén goi dién cho cau khong, t6 nhd néu cau ngii r6i thi s& tit ngudn, cho nén goi thir...”
“O.. 16 con chura ngf.”” Co mim mdi, khong biét tir khi ndo giita bon ho tré nén dé dat, khong c6 gi dé noi.

“That ra cling ching ¢6 giquan trong, chila. . dang thu xep mot vai thi, sau d6 t¢ tim duge mt s6 anh ciia ching ta hdi cao trung, con ¢ nhing thir
khéc. ... bdng nhién t& rit bii ngdi, vi thé goi dién cho cau.”

“Um...” C6 dumg Ién, thong thé di dén bén cira s, “La gi thé? Ké t& nghe voi.”

Thach Thy Thén nhu nhén duge sy ¢6 vii, giong n6i khong con khan trrong nhur lic dau: “A, ¢6 tim anh cta ching ta chup hoi 16p 11, khong phai chup
ching ta, ma Ia khi ching ta tham gia nhdm nhi€p anh da chyp d€ hoan thanh bai tap ay.”

“A...” Trong dau Thé Vén tim kiém hinh anh kia, “Sau d6 con ty minh inra. ..
“U’,” am thanh Thach Thy Thin nhu 1 mang theo y cudi, “Cau con nhé chyp gi khong?”

“Khong nh im. . .chuyén lau nhur véy. ..

[T 1]

Péu day bén kia tram king, bdng dung lai truyén dén mot 16i thé ndo nhi trén cuoi nudng chiéu, dudng nhur ¢o phan bat déc di, nhung lai
khoan dung, Khién c6 chot cam thay, cho du minh néi gj, lam gj, anh ta & dau day bén kia ciing s& khong tirc gin, chi 1a lic dau, khe thd dai ma thoi,
hon nita trén khuon méat udn nd nu cuoi diu dang,

“Cau do,” anh ta ndi tiép, “C6 Iic t& rat nghi ngd khong biét co phai cau rat ghét t6 hay khong. ..

“Khdng cd,” ¢d vdi vang phi nhan, nhung lai chén chir, ... Tai sao cau noi vay?”

Anh ta cudi, ¢6 thim chi ¢ thé twong trong, gidr phitt nay khudn mit troi cudi ciia anh ta i vui vé ¢ ndo —— nhung mé anh ta that sy vui suéng sao?

“Khong c6 gi,” Thach Thy Thén dirng mot chit, “Trén tim anh k chim bd cau tai Quang trurdng Nhan Dan, t¢ con nhé khi dy cu ndi véi t6, bd cau noi
d6 vbn rét coi mo.”

“....Néu khong chiing s& khong thoai mai qua lai nhur con thoi trong dam nguoi.”

“A...” Thé Van ciing cudi, cam thiy y nghi nay rit dang yéu.

“Sau d6 cau con ndi, hién tai chiing n6 tré nén kiéu ngao, boi vi con ngudi dit cho ching in ngy cang nhiéu, bi chiéu hu ro1.”
“Théa..”

“Sau d6 cau that sy ndp tAm &nh chim bd cu coi nhur bai tap, tlﬁy con hoéi cau




day r6t cude bo cdu hay 1 ga mai?” C6 cudp 101, sau d6 cuoird kn, cuoi rat vui vé. C6 ciing nghe duoc tiéng cuoi ciia anh ta, trong thoai méi
mang theo diu dang, gidng nhur 14 cau thiéu nién murdi miy tudi, cudi dén khi d6i mit bién thanh mot duong cong

“Cau biét khong,” anh ta néi, “P6i khi, t ¢6 chit khong 16 rang”
66?’?
“Thir ma t& nhé nhung, 16t cude i ching ta hdi Ay, hay 1. . .nhimg ngay Thang vo wu vo Iy kia.”

Anh ta nhu | dang hoi 0, hogc k& dang héi chinh minh. C6 chot nghi réing, that ra anh ta cfing tran ddy tim sy, nhu | muon kéo minh ra khoi mi m,
nhung lai trAm me vao trong do.

C5 cuoi kho, 16t cudce trén thé gidi ndy c6 bao nhiéu ngudi gidng cd, khong biét ban than minh suy nghi c4i gi?

“Té da diit vé may bay roi.” Am thanh ctia anh ta binh finh khac thudng, nhur 1 bj dénh viy khong gian éo tudng roi vao bén trong hién thr.
“A.”

“La cudi Thang hai.”

“Cho nén, néu duoc thi trude cudi Thang mdt cau cd thé cho t& mdt dap an khong?”

Thé Van chan chd choc Iat, 161 mbi ndi:

cAu khong can tra 11 t& by gioy,” anh ta ngit 101 ¢6, “Thét sy khong can dau. Cho di hién tai ciu cé dép 4n hay chua, hay doi t6i ic d6 rdi ndi
cho t& biet, dugc khong?”

“Duogc. ..” C6 nhin anh dén neon xa xam, da tat tir lAu, nhung phia dudi co anh dén d6 ngim nhip nhay.
“Chiic mirmg nam moi!”

“Chiic mirng nam moi...”

Thé nhung, Thé Vén khong khoi suy nghi, niim moi ndy khong nhit dinh s& vui vé d4u nhi.

Khi Thé Vén gip lai Vién T6 Vén thi da cach dém giao thira say ruou kia ndm ngiy. Boi vi c6 bi cam, hon nita gidng nhur anh lin do6, déu trai qua tit ca
triéu chirng, nhung khong ning nhu anh.

C6 nhd dong nghiép gitip ¢ xin nghi ba ngay, khong dam néi minh bi bénh, néu khong roi vio 16 tai ctia tén xAu xa kia, n6i khéng chimg anh lai Bmra
chuyén gi nira.

Doi dén ngity ¢ trd vé cong ty thi da 1a thir sau, thoi tiét rat tt, nit trdi chiéu sang dén ndi khé n mo niit, ¢d bao boc minh trong chiée 4o 1ng miu
den, quan khiin quang c6 rat day, che khuat nira khuon nit, lai deo kinh mét that to, c6 dirng & mot goc cho thang miy, 1én nhin anh phan chicu trén tam
kinh ma quan sat chinh minh qua Ia nhu d6i thanh nguoi khac, cach an nic nay, cho du dén Alaska ciing khong thanh van dé nhi?

Thang may t6i, c6 1 nguoi dau tién di vao, sau khi an nitt thi yén tim tira vao mdt goc. Moi nguoi lin ot tién vio, ¢6 nhin miii chan minh, suy tu vé 1oi
nodi ctia Thach Thu Than. May ngay nay khi nam nghi ngoi trén giuong, cd luon bat giac nghi toi anh ta, 101 ndi clia anh ta, cting voi nhitng ngay Thang c6
phai cho doi.

C6 phai anh ta da biét dap an ctia ¢6 rdi khong? Vi thé khong mubn di dbi nt, tinh nguyén dit ra mot ngay, chim cham cho doi, dé khién tréi tim minh
khong dau dén chang?

Thé thi. . .ni theo diém nay, Thach Thy Thin c6 diém gidng co.

Mot doi gidy d4 béng kiéu nam dung vao mii chan ¢, khién c6 khong thé khong ngng dau, mubn di ghét chii nhan ctia ching né. Nhung khi 6 nhin
thay 10 khudn mit ctia chil nhan kia, bong nhién chang biét lam sao.

Vién T6 Van mit d6i mit voi cd, sic mét hoai nghi nhin cd, loai anh miét ndy. . .s& khién nguoi ta d6 md hoi trong mila dong rét lanh.
Trong khong gian nho hep anh chia tay thao kinh mat ctia ¢6 xudng, sau d6 nhuéng méy nhin ¢b, giong nhur dang n6i: em an méc thé nay ki mudn am gi?

Thé Van trimg mz”}t nhin anh, sau d6 cup mét xuéng khong nhin anh nita. D sao ciing chi 4 trimg qua trimg lai thoi, chi bang Am bé duong nhu khong
cd viéc gi dung d¢€ y tdi anh.



Nhung anh ciing khong chiu thua cach khin quang ¢ rat day che khuat nira khuon mit co, gan nhur khong thé nhin thiy hinh d4ng —— anh ndm
ly cam 6, nang mit c6 Ién, khién c6 phai nhin anh.

C6 mubn trimg anh, cai mii bat gidc nglra ngay, ¢d nheo Imt bng nhién hét xi mdt cai. Nhitng gi tir trong 16 miii ¢6, von di nén bén Ién khiin quang cd,
i phut ndy lai hét ra hét trén ban tay anh dang ndm Iy cim co.

Thé Van nhin ban tay trude mét hoi cimg ngfic, ¢ chép mit, khong dam ngéng dau.

Thang may dén témg ctia cOng ty bon ho rdi, Vién To Van tha tay ra, xoay ngudi di ra ngoai. Thé Van cti dau di theo phia sau anh, khut khit miii, lai c6
cam giac muon hat hoi.

Trong van phong bd mdn rat im Bing, chi ¢6 lac d4c vai dong nghiép ngdi tai chd 3n sang, Thé Van di qua cira vin phong ctia Vién T6 Van, khi ¢6 mudn
quay vé chd ngdi ctia minh, thi d4 bi anh tim vao phong,

“Nay,” anh d6ng ctra lai, vuron tay kéo xudng khiin quang cb ciia ¢6, “Xin hoi ba ngiy nay em xin nghi, ban ron im gi thé?”

“Rét nhiéu chuyén.”

“Bén sinh bénh a?” Anh hinh nhur khong vui.

“.. . Thinh thoang,”

Anh nhin c6, nhur 3 mudn nhin thiu anh mét ¢6 xem trong dau ¢ dang ngli gi.

“Nay,” anh c61 40 khoac treo Ién, “T6i thu lai 161 n6i cia minh méy hom trude.”

“r* Nhip tim ¢6 tang toc, nhin anh chiim cham

“Em khong sg t6i, tuyét dbi khong, ngiroc lai 14 t6i so em.”

That sao?

Thé Van cudi khd, anh s c6 chd nao?

“Cam ly.” Khong biét tir dau anh iy ra mdt hop thude cam, dra t6i tay co.

C5 chan chd nhan ly, mubn n6i “Cam on” nhung lai nghen & ¢ hong, ndi khong ra 1oi.

Sau hom d6, bénh cam ctia ¢6 mau chong khoe lai, c6 khong biét c6 phéi i do tac dung ctia hop thude cam kia khong? C6 18 phai, ¢ 1§ khong,

C5 va Vién T6 Van khong nhic t6i dém giao thira kia nira, giong nhur d6 1 mdt trang gidy khong quan trong trén to lich, nhanh chong bi lat qua.

8.2

Edit: Springl3

Chunhét, Thé Van von di dén phong kham ctia Tuong Béch Ligt, nhung anh ta goi dén truée d6 n6i | phéi dén trudng coi thi, cho nén doi lai cudi tuin
sau. C6 khong bict minh nén vui hay bat dac di, rd rang bdi vi cau hoi ctia anh ta ma khan trrong, nhung uén nghi rang trong long c6 rat nhiu di€u nuodn

16i v6i anh ta. Dao ndy, c6 trai qua sy mau thudn khong 13 rng, tAt ca moi chuyén nhin qua déu c6 hai mit, ¢ khong biét nén hyra chon thé nio
nhung c6 €, ta nhu “Van dam phong khinh’” da n6i, 6 can ban khong phai la mot su lra chon.

Mat troi trwa chi nhat tt ]am, Thé Van li xe di siéu thi mua d6 an. C6 nhin thay khuon mét twoi cudi ciia bon nhod ng01 trong xe mua hang, con c6 cap
ngudi yéu tré tudi, vo chdng ndm tay nhau, hoac 1 nhitng cu gia diu nhau di, tt ca moi thir déu khién c6 cam thdy 4m ap, nhung c6 ciing thiy doc sur
0 don cta minh.

C6 ¢b ging kiém ché loai cam xtic u 4m ndy, mudn khién minh trong c6 vé tuoi tin mdt chit, nhung cAi mii lai cay x&, ¢6 bdng nhién rét hy vong c6 mot
nguroi s€ vO vai co noi: ching ta di uong ly ca phé di, tién thé an chit banh ngot.

D6 1. . .mdt nguoi da roi khoi co, 1oi khoi thé gidi ndy tir lu, 1 ngudi thong thurong lim viée vi ¢, niic dit ngudi hay Bm mdt minh uon 1 ¢6 y.
A, dung vay, mdi khi c6 don, ¢6 s& nhé téi nguoi éy, déc biét nhé nhung. ..

“Nay, xin chio.” C6 nguoi vo vai co.

“?’ C6 xoay nguoi, khong khéi sting so.

“Pén mua dd sa0?” Ly Nhwroc Ngu ddy xe mua hing, bén trong chira day du thi.



“Ngai qué, t6i ngdc tht, moi ngudi dén day 1 dé mua do mi, khong thé nao dén dé nhin cho da nit.” Liic ¢d ta cuoi tuoi trong rit ngot ngo, khoe
miéng cd hai ma Kim dong tién that sau.

Thé Van cudi lich s, ¢6 nhin xe mua hing ctia minh, bén trong chi ¢6 vai thir linh tinh, nhung c6 van n6i: “Um, da mua xong rdi, dang dinh di tinh tién.”
“T6i cling vay, di cting nhé.”

Thanh toén xong, Thé Van xoay ngudi, phat hién Ly Nhuoc Ngu von xép dang sau lic ndy da tra tién & may thu ngan khac. C6 hoi ing ting dimg d6
doi cho, thét ra ¢ ciing khong biét minh dang doi g, chi i cam thiy khong thé chéng chao mdt tiéng ma di.

“Khong bang,” Ly Nhuoc Ngu xach theo hai tdi rat to di t6i, “Chiing ta di ung tich ca phé di, tién thé an chit banh ngot.”

[T3E 1]

Trong nhay mt, Thé Van ngo ngac nhin ¢6 gii trude mét, canh cira nhd nhung dan dan mo ra, ky e vé “ngudi ndo do™ tua nhur nude 1 trdo dang ménh
liét.

“Cb biét khong,” Ly Nhuroe Ngu khudy tach ca phé, nhur 13 dong tac theo ban ning, “Ban dau t6i luon cam thiy, Thach Thy Thén rit dang thuong. ..”
“Boi vi anh dy thich ¢, nhung ¢6 hinh nhu khong hé thich anh 4y.”

Thé Van ho nhe mdt chit, mim mbi, ¢ phén khong tur nhién néi: “C6 néi chuyén van. . .truc tiép vy sao?”

“C6 I8 thé.” C6 ta mim cudi, “Nhung sau d6 6i lai cam thiy thét ra anh Ay ciing khong dang throng”

“Boi vi t6i thich anh 4y, cho nén hiéu duoc tim trang ciia anh dy.”

«_..” Thé Van nhin banh phd mai viét quét nho nhé trude miét, khong biét nén tra 1i ra sao.

“Tam trang cua mot nguoi yéu don phirong 1a...” C6 ta ding mot chit, “Duong nhién la s& ¢6 mot chit chua xot, nhung cting ¢6 hanh phic, it nhat khi
61 nhin thiy anh 4y cudi, t6i s& cam thdy niém hanh phiic ndy virot xa ndi chua x6t khi Ié loi mot minh.”

Thé Van cudi khd, khong biét 1 vi ¢6 ta, hay 1 vi Thach Thy Thin.
“C6 nhat dinh da biét, anh Ay sip di roi phai khong?”
“Um...”

“Khong biét tai sao, nghe duroc tin tirc d6 t6i lai chéing cam thay dau khd, ngwoc lai I thd phio nhe nhdm. ..”” C6 ta nhin ngoai cira, trong mit lip loe
giot .

T3]

“Boi vi t6i nghi réing, néu anh 4y khong ¢ bén canh, t6i ¢ thé quén di mdi tinh ndy, quén di. ..mii vi dau khd ciiing nhur hanh phiic. Néi khong chimg, t0i
s& gip dugc mot ngudi dan dng rét tdt, anh Ay rat yéu toi, toi ciing s& yéu anh Ay, sau d6 ching toi s& két hon, sinh con c4i, sau d6 nudi ndng con céi
truong thanh. ..”

“Cd khong cam thiy mot chuyén nhu vay 1 rét hanh phic Fim sao?” C6 ta quay dau nhin Thé Van, mé kim ddng tién hién Ién, ¢6 chut chua xot.

Thé Van gt dau: “Rét hanh phuc.”

“Trong long c6 co thich ai khong?” Co ta ot nhién hoi.

“...Khong cd.”

“Vay tai sao khong thir tiép nhan anh 4y chir?”

“_..” Thé Vén quay mit qua chd khac, khong dam nhin ¢ ta, d6i dién v6i anh niit d timng bi ton thirong lai con kién dinh, khién cho ngudi ta so hii.

“Xin, xin 161, Ly Nhuge Ngu bSng nhién cdi dAu, ¢6 chit khong ty nhién cén mdi, “Hoi loai chuyén nay, that su qua ngu xuan. .. Céi ny giéng nhu Ia



hoi vi sao Thach Thy Thin khong thich t61.”

[ 1]

“Khong,” Thé Van rdt cude mo miéng, “Khong phii.”
LG?”
“T6i ciing khong cam thiy ngu xuan.”

[T3E ]

“Nguoc lai ti cho ring ¢ rat diing cam, vo cling diing cam. Mot ngudi bang long biéu dat chinh minh thing thén nhu véy, theo t6i thiy déu rat diing
cam.”

[T3E1]

“T6i va Thach Thu Than .c6 I khong c6 duyén phan, chuyén nay khong hé lién quan dén t6i c6 thich ai ikhong,” c6 cuoi kh, “Chi 14 t6i luon coi anh 4y
14 ban mi thoi, t6i nghi néu t6i ding tur twéng thir xem dé chép nhan tinh cam ctia anh Ay, diéu dé dbi voi anh 4y i khong cong bang, cho nén toi tha
dimg c6 bit dau.”

“Nhung ¢6 chua timg thir thi im sao biét anh 4y khong thich hop vai ¢6 chir, hay i vi ¢6 muén mdt tinh yéu hoan my?”

“Khong, t0i khong nghi viy, nguoc lai toi nghi ring trén thé gii nay khong ¢ tinh yéu hoan m, chura bao iy ¢6.”

“Vay thi rt cude ¢d dang doi cai gi?”” C6 ta nhin thing vao cd, trong anh mét mang theo nghi hoc.

Thé Van tha chiéc thia bac nho nh6 ra, tira vao kg ghé, mim cudi néi: “Thé thi c6 dang ché doi cai gi?”

“Toi...”

“C6 dang cho doi minh hét hy vong phai khong”

[T 1]

“Chi I dang cho doi biét dau c6 mdt ngdy sang sém thirc day, co thé thuyét phyc chinh minh, khong suy nghi dén mot thir da timng ¢b chép, sau d6 him
mot nguoi phu nit hanh phtic binh thdng, twa nhur vira 10i ¢6 d3 noi, tim mdt ngudi dan ong yéu minh két hon, sinh con, nubi ndng dira con trudng
thanh, trai qua cudc séng binh than.”

“Nhur thé ching & khong duoc. ..” Ly Nhuoe Ngu thi thio.

“Tbt lim, nhur vAy rat tot,” Thé Van nhin ¢6 ta, dudng nhu ban than chot hiéu ra diéu gi d6, “Téi ciing dang chd ngy nay.”

[T3E1]

“C6 16 moi nguoi déu dang cho doi ngay nay. . . nhung trude d6, chiing ta van vo tinh kién tri véi mot s6 ¢ chap trong ong minh, cho dén ngay nao d6
61 rdi moi thoi.”

A, Thé Vén suy nghi, c6 chura bao gioy biét minh c6 thé n6i ra nhur vay, nhung khi ¢6 thét sur nghe chinh minh ndi thé moi phat hién hoa ra minh da hiéu
dao Iy nay tir lau.

C6 cudi khd, néi khong chimg, ¢6 ciing 3 mdt ngudi thu thip keo.
“Nhur vAy,” budi ti ctia mdt tudn sau, Tudng Bach Liét vira ubng bia vira n6i, “C6 dinh cho. . .vi tién sinh ho Thach kia mot ddp an nhur thé nao?”

Trong phong chi bt dén ban nho nho, phat ra 4nh sang ém diu, mAy diéu hoa treo trén vach tudng thdi timg doi gié néng, ¢6 18 1 vi sir dung qué 1u rdi,
am thanh may moc hoat dong c6 hoi lon.

Thé Van nam trén ghé da, mot tay chdng dau: “Anh khong phai da sém biét rdi sao?”

“A khong,” Tuong Bach Liét nhin vai theo kiéu trong phim truyén hinh rét dep, “Con nguoi 14 sinh vat cuc ky phirc tap, trong tinh hudng ban than nguoi
d6 khong bay t6 thai do gi, toi tuyét doi s€ khong phdng doan bira bai y tr ctia ho.”

[T3E 1]

“Tht ra toi rét thich cach n6i kia ctia ¢6.” Ngon tay anh ta nhe nhang vudt chai bia, phét ra am thanh ¢6 tiét tau.



s

“Chinh | cAu c6 da n6i voi co gai kia, “trong 1ong mdi ngudi ching ta déu s& co mbt loai ¢b chép, trude khi téi ngiy ma sy ¢b chip d6 bién mét, ching

ta déu van king I8 cho dof’.
“Anh cling déng yu?”’
“Pong y, duong nhién dong y,” anh ta gio hai canh tay 1én, “Toi cam thiy rt nhiéu nguoi déu nhur vay.”
“Piéu nay khién t6i nhd dén mdt bd phim dién anh.”

“Phim gi?”’

“Co doan xem?”” Anh ta lai bat dau khién c6 ndi lén himg thi.

“The Legend of 1900.”

“Khong.”

“Forrest Gump.”

“Khong”

“_..Spider Man.” C6 khong khing dinh, curdi cudi nhin anh ta.

“Khong phai.”

“Vay I phim gi?”

Tuodng Bach Liét gac chén 1én ban, vé mit tuoi cudi ndi: “Brokeback Mountain. ..”

13

.. Nuy cudi ctia Thé Vin dong cimg lai.

2

“C6 khong thiy rat chudn xac sao? Khi ¢6 ndi, “trong long mbi ngudi ching ta déu s& co mot loai ¢b chip’

33

khoan d3, t6i chura tirng ndi qua nhiing 101 nay.”

“C6 quan hé gi chir, dai khéi chinh a y t&r nhur vy, tom lai khi t6i nghe c6 n6i thé, trong dau bdng nhién xuit hién mdt cau trong long mdi ngudi

déu c6 mot ngon nii Brokeback.”
“Quyte“ic cta bac sitam ly chinh 13, khi bénh nhén nmudn anh ta im miéng thi anh ta cang n6i tring ra, n khi bénh nhan mudn anh ta n6i ra y twong trong
dau, anh ta lai ngoan co bat dau thira murée dyc tha cau hay sao?” C6 danh chiu.

Tudng Bach Liét nghiéng dau suy nghi, gt dau noi: “Trén co ban, c6 thé ndi vay nhung day chi 3 mdt trong nhitng quy tic.”

“Con c6 diéu hai, diéu ba sao?”

“Rét nhiéy, trén thirc t& c6 rat nhidu,” anh ta mim cudi gt dau, ¢6 18 vi da udng bia, 4m thanh hoi lwoi nhac, “Tom lai, ching t6i Iy viéc ép bénh nhan
phat dién lam quy téc cao nhat.”

Thé Vén cudi ha ha, cam thiy cach ni ctia anh ta rt thi vi.
“Nhur vAy,” anh ta con n6i, “Hién tai ti ¢6 thé ndi tréing ra hay khong?”
Thé Van cao tc, nhu 1 hoc sinh rét cude gip phéi cude thi gitta ky, ¢ khin trrong gat dau.

“Lan trude t6i ¢6 hoi cd,” anh ta dirmg mdt chit, nhur i dang suy nghi néi tiép thé ndo, “C6 va chi ¢d ¢6 thé yéu cling mdt ngudi dan ong khong, dap an
cta ¢ [a phi dinh.”

“Um...”
“Thé thi t6i lai d6i cAu hoi khac.”

s



“Néu chi ¢6 yéu mdt nguoi ndo d6, co s& ¢6 thién cam voi anh ta khong, hay I cam thay rat ghét anh ta?”

Thé Van mim mdi: “Ghét. . .thuong thi khong ”

“Nhurng khong phai ¢6 da ndi hai ¢d khong thich cing mit loai ngurdi sao?”

“Nhung n6 khong hé dai dién cho viée ching toi s& ghét loai ngudi ma déi phirong thich.”

“A.. .duoc rdi,” Tudng Bach Liét twa vao hrng ghé dui miét, nhu 14 thira nhan sai Am ctia minh, “Thé thi s& c6 thién camu?”

“Toi thiy ciing chura t6i thién cam, chi 1 coi nhur ban bé thdi,” ¢ suy nghii mot i 6i n6i thém, “C6 18 s& i ban be than thiét, du sao ciing 1 nguoi ma
chi em minh thich.”

“Nhung van s& duy tri mot khoang cach nhat dinh.”

“Phai,” co gat dau, “S& duy tri khoang cach ma khong can nghi ngoi.”

“Nhung c6 c6 tirng nghi t6i hay khong. ..”

“C6 I d6i v6i hai 6 ma n6i, d6 chi la mdt nguoi thich chi em ctia minh, nhung d6i voi ngudi kia ma néi, hai ¢6 khong hé binh thuong,”

“Khong binh thuong?”” C6 nhin anh ta, nhu B con chura hiéu ra.

“Dling vdy,” anh ta chia hai tay ra, “Boi vi hai ¢6 1 chi em song sinh ma, néu anh ta thich m0t trong hai nguoi, n6i khong chimg cling s camthiy himg

tha v&i nguoi con lai duong nhién khong phai la loai himg thi ma t6i mudn ndi, ma la hleu ky nhur chiing ta thurong néi. Chang 1§ ¢6 khong to md
sao, néu trén thé giéi ndy con co mdt ngudi thich cb trong khi ngudi gidng hét co ciing ton tai?”

“..” Thé Van ha héc mdm, mudn néi gi d6, nhung dén bén miéng rdi thi lai khong con diing khi.
Tya nhur mot vi thinh gia thich goi dién thoai dén tiét muc radio, 16t cude trong khoanh khéic duoc nbi may, tay chan lai lanh ngit m clp dién thoai.

Thang mdt ndm nay chi roi turgng trumg modt chut tuyét, nhimg bong tuyét thit nhd roi xubng trén it d4t lién tan thanh mrdc, cho dit im sao ciing khong
dong lai duoc.

Thé Van dimg trude cira s van phong, dang cammot tach ca phé néng, nghi rang Thuong Hai khong thich hop dé tuyét roi, con lanh von lanh 8o dén
trong xuong cot néu pha 1an voi tuyét s€ khién ngudi ta cdm thay toan than nhur bi dong bang,

Vién T6 Van khong biét di cong tac & dau, boi thé trén ban kim viée ctia ¢d da xép mdt chong vin kién that cao, nhung ¢ van con c6 thé dimg nhan
nha bén ctra s6 ma lo dang,

Khi sép dén gio tan tam, Thach Thy "Ihﬁn bdng nhién goi dién hen ¢6 an com, ¢ khong hé Tudng I, ma rét quyét doan dong y. Tir sau hom ubng tra
chicu cung Ly Nhurge Ngu, ¢6 chot hi€u dugc rat nhieu, vé ban than ¢, vé Thach Thu Than, vé bon ho.

C6 nhu i da hiéu duoc, c6 mdt s vide, ¢o khong thé khong am
C6 dac biét hen tam gid, boi ¢6 mudn ¢6 thoi gian vé nha mdt chuyén, By mot sb thir ¢6 mubn giao cho anh ta.
Tam gio kém nam, ¢6 bude vio cira nha hang, khong ngoai dur doan da thdy Thach Thy Than dén d6 doi tir som

“Trude khi chinh thirc goi mon, t& cam thiy t& c6 viée can thiét phai ndi voi cau,” Thach Thu Than dira thuce don cho ¢, rét lich thiép ndi, “Vira 1di t&
khong nhin duoc da goi mdt phan khoai lang nuéng trude, hon nita da an het r61.”

“Y céunoi la vira roi & ven duong mua mot ci khoai lang nurdng sau d6 an hét roi u?”’
“Phai r6i, 14 y ndy.”

hai nguoi nhin nhau cudi, bdng nhién Thé Vén cam thiy khoang cach trude do giita bon ho hinh nhur da tan bién. Ho khong hé dé dat v6i nhau, nguoc lai
thoi méi hon.

Goi mdn xong, Thé Van cAm ti giéy dua cho Thach Thy Thin: “Bén trong 1 40 vét cua cdu, bd quén tai nha té, con mot s thir cling quén cau léy lai
hét di”

Thach Thy Than ngn ngudi, sau d6 mim cudi nhin Ky, nhung bén trong nu cudi nay nhur 1 con kém theo gi d6.

Bon ho ¢6 thé ndi chuyén trang giang dai hai, mic du ching con khong gi dé ndi nhur e trude, nhung ciing dén do it nhiéu chuyén khéng can thiét. Bon
ho hoi trong rat nhicu chuyén, rat nhieu chuyén da lam cting nhau thoi nién thicu, budn cuoi cling dugce, dang tiec cting dugc, doi voi ho ma noi, déu la



nhitng ky tre rét tran quy, cho dit chi | mdt viéc nhd binh thudng, khi ké ra 6 thé nhan duoc sy dong tinh, ¢ cam théy d6 chinh i mot logi hanh phi,
hanh phtic an y nhat.

Thé Van diic bigt khong Ki xe, I vi khi bita com két thiic, Thach Thy Than ¢6 thé dwa c6 vé, nhung anh ta lai thing thét dt tay vao tti, ndi réing minh
ciing khong 14i xe, ma dinh ngdi xe ctia co.

Ho dimg 6 cira nha hang trong con mura phim, nhin xe taxi ddy nguoi chay trén dudng, khong khoi nhin nhau cudi n nita, nhung lic nay B cudi kho.

“Di thoi, nha t& cach day khong xa 1&m,” Thach Thyu Thin kéo nén nim lién trén 4o khoac ctia Thé Van Ién, che khut dAu co, “T6 vé léy xe rOi dua cau

Ve.

“Puoc.” Mii ¢6 lanh ngit dén d6 Ién, nhung c6 khong hé dé .

hai nguoi chAm rdi di trén duong, anh sang dén dudng roi xudng m cho nhing giot mura ¢6 chit 1ong lanh, tia sang u 4m

“y& vAn dé 1An trude t6 hoi caw,” Thach Thu Thin ndi, “Té da biét dap an ctia cau oL

“Vivdy,” anh ta gio Ién cai tii dung 4o vét, “Néu cdu bang long di theo t6, nhét dinh s& bo né trong hanh Iy ciia minh, ma khong phai tr lai cho t6.”
«..Um” Thé Van cti dau, nhin con dudng dudi chén roi diy giot mra.

“Nhung c6 18 t& da biét dap an con sém hon nita,” anh ta nging dau, nhin bau troi phia trén, “Trudc khi té dua ra cdu hoi.”

Co dirng burde nhin anh ta, nhur 1a dang néi: vy tai sao con hoi chir?

“Nhurng con ngudi co géikhingungéc nhu vay,” anh ta cii ddu, cting nhin ¢6, 4nh it rét diu dang, “R& rang da c6 dép 4n, nhung van mubn tim dép 4n
khac —— 6 [& c6 the goi 1a chura tir bo y dinh.”

“Cau c6 thiy t& khd khong?”

“Khong, chua tirng cd.” C6 nhin anh ta, nghiém tuc tra 1oi.

Anh miit anh ta Ip I6e, nhur 13 dang n6i gl, nhung ¢6 khong hiéu.

“Pb ngde.” Anh ta cudi, vuron tay ra dé dau co.

“Pling 101, t& ¢6 VAt nay cho cau.” Tir trong tui xach Thé Van léiy ra mit cai hdp, dua tdi trude mit Thach Thy Thin.
Anh ta nhan Iy, diing anh mit hoi co.

“La mot chiéc dong hd.” C6 tra Ioi.

“Tai sa0 mudn ting t6 thir nay?”

“Khong c6 gi...” C6 dirg mot chit, “Chi i nghi ring, hy vong cau ¢6 thé quén di thoi gian khong thoai mai trong quéa khtr, ding n6 dé trai qua thoi gian
moi hanh phiic.”

Anh ta nhin c6, khéng md hop ra, chi a mim cudi nhin ¢6: “Thoi gian hanh phiic trong qua khir thi sao, cling mudn quén mét u?”

C6 mimmdi, ¢d ging cAm nurde mit: “Thinh thoang. . .hay quén di, d6 1 vi cho cau c6 nhiéu khong gian hon dé ghi nhd thoi gian moi. ..
Anh ta van nhin ¢, nhung bong nhién nhur . . .mdt ngudi anh trai nhin em gai ctia minh.

“Néu di dua tién cau c6 khoc khong?” Anh ta hoi.

“Khong biét. ..” C6 nhin bau trdi, khong cho nurée mit chéy ra.

“Vay thi cau dimg dén.”

“Boi vi lic dura tién cau t¢ khong c6 khoc.”

Thé Van bong nhién cudi ré 1én: “Cau hoan toan khong toi dura tién.”



“C6 chir,” vé it anh ta binh tinh, giong diéu ciing rit kién dinh, “Chi 1 cau khong dé y ma thoi...”

“Déng ghét,” ¢b cao toc, “Caundi thé lam chi, t6 rat vat va m6i im cho mrde it khong roi xudng.”

“Dugc 16i,” Thach Thy Thén 16 ra biéu tinh diu dang nhw moi khi, “Vay da dinh rdi ddy, cau dimg dén dua tién.”
‘0.7

Anh ta khong noi nita, chi |2 Bing 1§ di vé phia truée. C6 nhin béng ung anh ta, chot cam thély. ..anh ta thay d6i roi, tya nhu Tuéng Bach Ligt timg noi
¢d thé cam nhan dugce sy thay doi cua cd, co cling ¢ thé cam nhédn dugc sy thay doi ctia anh ta mt cach chan thét, hon nita d6 1a su thay doi tot.

Anh ta By xe & dui au nha minh, dua ¢6 tro vé, doc dudng hai ngudi Bing nghe tiét muc radio, khong ai ndi g, nhung bau khong khi tuyét déi khong
lanh nhat.

“Nay!”

Thé Van mo cira xe mudn di xudng, nhung bi Thach Thy Thin goi lai. C6 nhiu may, khong biét bat dau tir khi ndo, Thach Thy Thin gidng nhu Vién T6
Van, ding ‘“Nay” thay cho tén co.

Anh ta nhin ¢6: “Ngiy dua tién tht sir dimg t6i, ngay c ba me t& ciing bao ding téi. Nhung trude khi di t6 s& goi dién cho cau.”

“A...” C6 ngo ngic git dau.

“Tambiét.”

“Tam biét.” C6 xoay nguoi xudng xe, vAy tay, khong mubn nhiic nhd chinh minh c6 18 déy 1a 1in gip cudi cling trude khi anh ta di.

“Nay!” Anh ta lai goi co.

“Um...” Anh ta do dy mdt liic, cudi cling ndi, “Lan trudc t6 ndi, ngudi Vién T Vén thich khong phai 1 cu. . .cau coi nhur t& chura timg ndi nhé.”
“Pugc khong?” Anh ta hoi ctii du, boi vi mudn nhin ¢6 thong qua cira s6 xe, sic mit nghiém tiic nhu 1 trude ddy chua timg co.

“Pugc...” Co cudi cuodi, 1a ny cudi ma ¢d cho 1a rang r& nhét, “Tam biét!”

Thach Thy Thén I xe bién mit trong con mira phim, Thé Van dimg sau cira I6n bang kinh duéi lau khu chung cu, king 1§ vAy tay véi anh ta, coi nhur 1
dang dua tién anh ta.

C6 xoay nguoi di vao thang méy, an niit “31”, sau do tyra vao vach tudng bang kinh, nhin con s6 trén min hinh dién tir nhay én timg chit mot.

C6 1nh6 t6i mia thu vao ndm 2006. Mot minh ¢6 di New York, khong n6i cho bat cir ai bit.

Ngiy d6 c6 t6i noi bau trdi quang dang, anh sang mit troi chiéu 1én chiéc mii i trai mau x4m cta ¢6, khién co khong khoi nheo miéit. Nhung ngiy hom
sau, bau troi trong xanh khong con nita, thay vao d6 la mau xdmtro trén dau cd, ciing mau xam voi chiec mii, khong trung lénh bénh chit amuét, khien
tAm trang nguroi ta giam sit.

C6 theo tau dién ngaAmdi t6i, ho héip dan tr6 nén trim trong, mdt ¢b géi toc vang dang cim tim anh bang ngang nguoi ¢6, khubn mit mang theo nu cuoi
C6 hoi hot hoang, nhur a khong biét minh dang & déu, lai vi sao t6i ddy. Bén canh khong ngimg c6 nguoi di qua, khip noi déu 1a anh chyp va hoa, nhung
ky la 14, trén khuon miét nhirng ngudi nay déu 1 ra nu cudi ma ¢d khong hiéu dugc.

D6 14 1n dAu tién cb biét duoc, khi hoai niém vé mdt ngudi ndo do, ngoai bi thrrong ra thi con c6 nhitng biéu cam khac.

Cb di t6i, chim ngap trong dam dong, c6 nhin thiy Tao Thur Lo, co Ay goi c6 “Thé Phan”, ¢6 ngd ngang lic dau, n6i tén minh i “Thé Van”,

Co di tiép, trong thiy moi ngwoi thay phién nhau lén by doc tén ctia ban be thén thich da qua doi, c6 ludn c6 mdt loai do gidc, hinh nhur ngudi tiép theo
dilén s€ doc ra ba chir kia Vién Thé Phan cai tén ma c6 quen thudc lai xa la.

C6 lai di tiép, c6 mudn minh rdi xa noi ndy, 10 xa chd déng sg nay. .. Nhung ¢d chot dimg bude, boi vi ¢ nhin théty mot ngwdi, sdc mit anh dau budn,
dung tir xa, khong can bat cur ai thong hi€u, cting khdng can bat ¢t ai an ti. C6 hé miéng mudn goi tén anh, nhung trong dau lai trong rong, lam thé nao
ciing khong nhé duge cai tén kia.



Thang méy phat ra tiéng “dinh””, Thé Van theo ban nang di ra ngoai, Iy chia khéa mo cira.

Trong phong t6i den mot manh, nhung ¢6 nhu | da sém thanh théi quen, khong bat dén, di thing vao rot mrde, dimg trude tii lanh ubng ngay.

C6 lai nhé dén dém giao thira kia, khi cd camlaykhunganh, nh¢ anh den 1o mo, ¢0 nhmthayhalnguom b6 chic 13 mt birc anh chyp chung tir rat lau
trude kia, co gai trong birc anh cudi rit ngot ngao, ¢6 gan nhur da quén di ny cudi 4y, tir khi Thé Phan di rdi, c6 chura timg thiy qua nu cudi ndy ——
dung vay, do 1a nu cudi riéng bigt cua Thé Phan.

Vi thé, ¢6 théy minh may méin, vao ngdy 11 Théng 9 nim 2006 d6, khong goi ra tén cta ngwdi dan dng kia, méic dukhi c6 xoay ngudi roi khoi thi da nho
duoc anh tén 1a Vién T6 Van.

Hét Churong 8
Ban dang doc truyén Thdng Tir Va Théng Néim (Thé Thén Ciia Tinh Yéu) dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.
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Chwong 9: Thang hai - Hop ca moi
[ Twong Bach Liét: “Toi ludn co6 mdt cam giac: cd mdt murc kiém ché ban than. Giéng nhu nhét mdt con ca voi vao hop ca moi.”
Vién T6 Van: “hai ngum ling phi thanh xvdn, twéng rang déy [ sw khoi ddu cia cude song t6t dep, thdm chi em con, emcon rt tyr phu nhdic nhé chinh

minh, nhat thiét dimg nd hrc yéu nhiéu hon ddi phuong, boi vi nhur vy s& d& dang chién thing hon. Em cho I dii mét di ¢6 4y, thi vin con c¢6 con durong
6t dep khéc dang chd em di, mot chit dau kho c6 & khong déng ké chit nao. Nhung ns, b mdt ngly ——

emthét sy mét di c0 4y. Noi ding hon, ¢6 4y bj mang di, hon nita vinh vi€n khong tr vé em co biét cai gi 14 vinh vién khong? Chinh 1 toan

bo thoi gian ma em c6 thé twong tuwong ra dugc, em phai di ddi dién, toan bo thoi gian. ..

“Chi i thich’ ma em von nghi ic dau da bién thanh nhé nhung timg gidy phit, 16i nhéc nhé em tlmg n6i v6i minh da tré thanh hoi hin, sau khi tri qua su
mat di ma em von coi la dau kho nhd nhoi. . .thind da trd thanh hu vo mo mit, em thdm chi hy vong chinh minh cam thay dau kho —— nhung ma, ems¢
camnhén duge mot thir cang dang s hon Ia dau kho —— em ¢6 biet d6 1a cai gi khong?”’)

9.1

Edit: Sam

“Cb timg c6 kinh nghiém yéu durong khong?”” Tudng Bach Liét cim dng hut vao lon bia, nhur con nit ma hit udng.

“Toi khong biét nén tra 10 anh thé nio —— nhung néi chinh xac —— 1a khong c6.” Thé Van nhin anh ta, khong khoi cuoi 16 1én. Rt nhidu I, trén
nguoi Tuong Bach Ligt s€ c6 mdt loai dang yéu namngoai du doan ctia ngudi ta.

xa, tham chi t6i con nghit réng ¢ thude loai phu nit rat ¢ stc hép dAn ca nhan,” anh ta m& to hai mit, nhu 1 rit kinh ngac, “Hon nita tinh yéu khong
phai Ia sinh ménh ctia phu nit sao?”

«_.Trong mt s6 tinh hudng thi ding viy, c6 mot s6 khong phai”

“C6 thé noi vé tinh hudng ‘khong phai’ véi toi khong, t6i rét hiéu ky.”

“Chinh 1a...” C6 suy nghi i n6i, “Khi anh khong c¢6 thoi gian ranh rdi dé nghi t6i chuyén nay.”
“Anh chang kia thi sa0?”” Tudng Bach Liét it lon bia xudng, mdt tay chng cim.

“Thach Thu Than?”

“Um, anh ta yéu ¢6 rat nhidu nam khong phai sao, ching & co khong dong long chit nao?”
“T6i chi coi anh 4y nhur 1. . .mdt ngudi ban than thiét.”

“Oh...” Anh ta ho Ién, “C6 khong ndi thé voi anh ta chir?”

“Khong co.”

“Bat ctr ngudi dan dng nao lic bi tir chdi ma nghe cau do thi s€ rat mudn chet.”
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“Khong, khong dau,” khong biét tai sao ¢6 rét khing dinh ndi, “Thach Thy Thén 1. . .mdt ngudi kién cuong,”
“C6 thich anh ta, nhung khong yéu anh ta?”

“Um. . c4ch n6i ndy ciing khong chinh xéc, nhung anh ¢6 thé ndi vay,” Thé Van nhin dnh phén chiéu lén ngon dén trén trén nhd, tudng trong ra khudn
niit cta Thach Thy Than, “T6i nghi khdng thé néi 14 t6i thich anh ay, nhung doi véi toi anh ay 1a mdt nguoi dac bigt.”

“Nguoi dac bit?”
“Um Téi khong mubn nhin thiy bét cir ngudi ndo bi ton throng. . .nhit 14 anh y.”

“T6i khong hiéu,” anh ta ngdi thing lung, nhur i dang dén gan gi d6, “Ky that c6 rt quan tim dén anh ta, nhung khong phai sy quan tim giita nam va
nix?”

..Ciing ¢6 thé noi Vvdy,” c6 hoi ling ting, nhung van tlnng thén tra 11, “Toi chi 1 khong c6 cach ndo nay sinh cam gidc gitta nam nir ddi véi anh Ay,
nhu’ng 61 hy vong anh 4y s& khong vi toi ns dau kho.”

“Nhung d6 14 diéu tit nhién, c6 da tir chdi anh ta thi nhat dinh s& ton thwong anh ta. ..

“T6i rat mAu thuan, phai khong?”

“Ding vdy...um, duong nhién ding vy, do a cam gidc cua t6i d6i voi ¢b tir trude dén nay.” Anh ta nhur 1 mubn tim mdt tir hodc 1 mot cau thich hop
dé ddng y véi ¢o, nhung cubi ciing lai thiy ring chi ¢ ip lai sy nhan thirc chung, hodc 1 nhan manh khau khi, thi moi co thé biéu dat tim trang hién giv
cua minh.

Thé Vén cudi kho, khong cham vao lon bia trong tay. That ra o rét mubn u6ng, mubn ding con khién minh ¢6 thém diing khi, nhung trong sau xa ¢o
nghi rang minh khong thé lam vay, c¢6 phai lam cho minh khong nghe theo bat ctr ai hoac 1a su vét nao.

“Cb biét khong, t0i nghif riing ‘yéu’ 1 mdt loai thién tinh, cho di 1 tan thé ching ta ciing s& cin n6.” Anh mét Tudng Bach Liét nhin qua hoi man mic.
C6 nghi nghi, bat déc di cudi cudi: “Cé & véy, nhung di voi toi thi khong phai.”
“Thé thi d6i v6i ¢b cai gl i quan trong nht?”

[T 1]

“Séng that tbt.”
Trong ban dém tinh lang, khi c6 nghe duoc 16i n6i ctia minh, ¢6 cling vo ¢ giat minh.
Tudng Bach Liét bdng nhién kha thé' dai: “Céi chét cta chi cd, tht sy ¢6 anh hudng 1on nhur vay ddi voi ¢ u?”

“Nhung ma con ngudi ludn phai ddi mét voi tir ' vong, cho dura nguoi khéc hay la ban than ching ta. Rét nhiéu chuyén, nhit a sinh ménh, ching ta khong
thé khdng ché, ching 18 boi vi cai chét ctia ¢6 Ay ma cd s& thay ddi cude song ctia minh sao, Thé Van?”” Anh ta nhin ¢6, trong mét ¢6 tim tinh kich dong
ma trude dy chura timg c6, twa nhu phan nd, hozic nhur 1 bat dic di, khac véi Tudng Bach Liét tao nha moi khi.

Céch tét am lich con c6 mot tudn, cac dong nghiép nhur i quén mit 1én ddy cot cho con rdi, moi hoat ddng va suy nghil déu cham lai mot nhip. Ky that
Thé Vén ¢6 rét nhidu viéc phai m, boi vi qua tét Shelly s& trd lai di im, ¢ mudn giao lai tat ca van kién da chuan bi xong, liét ra myc Iyc va danh sach,
nhung c6 thurong xuyén bi bau khong khi dinh tré ctia vin phong cudn hit, nhin thing mén hinh méy tinh ngéty ngudi, cho dén khi Vién T6 Van ding ciu
“Nay” trdm thip mi vang doi danh thirc 6.

“Sau ndy sép em hoi em ¢6 s trudng gl, em c6 thé that i hao tra 161 réng ‘tdi rét biét ngdy nguoi’.” Mot tay anh cam tich ca phé udng tir tl, tay kia thi
it vao tii, bidu tinh van 1 “xéu xa” trrée sau nhur mot.,

Thé Van khéng tirc gian, nguoc lai trung ra nu cuoi gia la: “Sép t6i ciing khong nham chan nhur anh.”

Vién T6 Vén nheo niit nhin ¢6, nhur 3 mu6n n6i g, nhung cudi cting anh chi kh& hir mdt tiéng, rdi tré vé vin phong minh, dong cira lai.
Vai gidy sau, dién thoai trén ban Thé Van vang lén.

“A 1, xin chao.” C6 cing giong diéu chuyén nghiép cam dién thoai noi.

“MOot gio trura theo t6i ra ngoai hop.”



C6 nhin canh ctra kia khép chit, ¢6 thé tudng turong ngudi & bén trong ¢6 biéu tinh g vao gid phiit ndy, vi thé ¢ tirc gidn ndi: “Vira rdi sao khong ndi
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«“ thi n6i da dinh rdi.” N6i xong, anh khong chit do dy ctip mdy.

Thé Van m6 to mit nhin 6ng nghe trong tay, bdng nhién ¢6 ndi xung dong mubn thét kén.

Pay I ci phuc thi cudi clng ciia anh sao? Boi vi qua rrﬁy homnira, c6 s& khong con thude dudi quyén ctia anh, rot cudc anh khong thé ding giong diéu
ra Iénh bao c6 pha ca phé, cling hét cach ding tang ca d¢€ uy hiép co, anh khong phai cap trén, co cling khong phai cap duéi, hai nguoi chi . . .dong
nghiép co quan hé khong binh thudong ma thoi.

“Xin hoi....” Thé Van theo Vién TO Van bude xubng xe taxi, ¢ nang tay nhin dong h trén c0 tay, by gidr i mdt gior rudi, nhung ma kién triic trude mit
khong phai la cao dc van phong, ma .. .mdt rap chi€u phim?

“Pi thoi.” Anh khong giai thich gi, thong tha xéch cip da di vao, bong lung thd' o ung dung nhur i cau thiéu nién dang mudn di choi bong,

Liic ndy xe taxi da chay di, Thé Van van ngo ngac dimg do, do du that lau, c6 méi voi vang theo vao.

“Nay,” Vién T6 Van dimg trude mdt loat ap phich phim, nhu 1 rt hao tim ton tri, “Bo nao hay?”

“Binh thurong anh ra ngoai hop 1a mo tai day a?”

Anh mim cudi, nhéy mét: “Em doan di. ..”

C6 trimg anh, r0i quay dAu di chd khac khong ndi gi.

Vién T6 Van ly vi ra mua hai tim vé, sau d6 tim ly canh tay ¢6 mua bong ngd va nude ngot, budi trura nguoi trong rap khong nhiéu im, bon ho dimg
o mdt goc cho soat vé, mot cp hoc sinh di qua, anh vira ngdm Ong hit uong nirde ngot, vira nhin ¢d nit sinh mic vay ngan kia, noi: “Bay gio nit sinh an
mic hot that...”

Thé Van ciing nhin ciip d6i kia, nhai bong ngd: “Dirng nhin ngwdi ta chim chim, s& bi coi i sic lang diy.”

Anh cudi lanh mot tiéng, vira dinh phan béac thi chot nghe ¢6 nit sinh kia n6i véi ban trai: “Ong chi nay ctr nhin em chiim cham, kinh tom, gidng nhur sic
lang dy...”

Céu nam sinh quay dAu hung héng trimg Vién T6 Van mot cai, sau d6 dit ban gai di vao.

hai nguoi twa & goc twong trim miéc, cho dén khi Thé Vén nhin khong ndi nita ma cudi phé lén.
“Con nit by gios t& qua...” Vién T6 Van ngac nhién.

Nhin thay bo dang buc bdi ctia anh, 6 cudi cang dir hon, nwdc mét gan nhur chay ra.

“Khéng duoc cudil” Anh nghién ring nghién loi gim gir.

“O.. 161 xin i....” Thé Vén iy ngon tay d¢ lai khoe mit, c6 cin mdi, ¢b nén cuoi.

“Bét dau rdi.”” Anh biu mdi, buc bdi di qua cho nhén vién soét vé.

Thét ra, c6 rat mudn n6i anh déang yéu, mot loai dang yéu khac voi Tudng Bach Liét.

Dudi bé ngoai trudng thanh an chira mdt tréi tim nhur tré con —— 6 khong biét nhu thé B t6t hay khong tdt, nhung ¢6 cam thy anh nhur vy | chin
that.. .mac du doi khi cling xau xa.

“Day i bo phim kinh di. ..” Bén tit, phim bat dau chiéu, Vién T Van ling & sap lai gin, n6i bén tai Thé Van.

“0...” Co gat dau.

Mt tay anh ning cam, nira khudn mt chon trong long ban tay con lai: “Em khong so sao?”’

“Cé gi phai s0.” C6 diém finh tir nhién an bong ngd.

Anh trim mic, nhung trong bong t6i anh nhin anh mét c6 nhur 1 rat hoai nghi: “Thé thi ngudi lan trude sg dén mirc khong dam xem i ai?”

“Pugc r6i,” t& bao dia dai trong co thé Thé Van bit dau khoi dong, “Néu anh mubn ndi tréing ra, t6i chi danh thira nhin d6 a dé hia theo cai goi |y
“long hur vinh ctia dan 6ng’ ctia anh ma ¢0 y gia vo thoi.”



Noi xong, ¢d ddc y nhin khudn mit kinh ngac cua anh, twa nhu mdi an anh thye hign duoc tro dia dai. Chéng qua sy déc § néy khong kéo dai bao lu,
bdi vi bd phim nay con kinh khing ghé g6m hon trong tuéng twong cua ¢d, ¢6 khén truong nham it lai, hai tay bat gidc tm canh tay anh, khien anh
cuoi vai tiéng ac .

Lic phim két thic Thé Van xanh it di theo sau Vién T6 Van ra ngoai. Newdi ban dau hity con tirc gidn vi bj ¢ cudi nhao, lic iy tm trang clia anh
v0 cung tot, anh dong dua cdp da trong tay, cd € vira mim cudi vira ngdm nga bai hat dang dugc yéu thich. ..

“Khong duge cuoil” Lan ndy t6i phién co gim gir.
Anh nghiéng nit, ding khée mit nhin ¢, ching c6 chit y tr thu lai nu cudi.

Bdng nhién, anh tim canh tay ¢6 tron vao modt ngd bén canh rap chiéu phim, ic ¢6 con chira kip phén tmg, anh da dé c6 trén vach tudng, thip giong
ndi: “To1 vira thay thu ky cta 6ng chi 16n.”
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...” C6 bianh bao phu trén vach trong, vira ngude miét 14 ¢6 thé nhin thiy rdu moc king phing trén cim anh, ¢6 cam thiy minh khong thé ho hdp ——
c6 [ 1a quén ho hap?

MOt 14t sau, anh tha c6 ra, 16 dau nhin xung quanh: “C6 ta di rdi, may qua...”

Anh xoay nguoi nhin ¢d, kinh ngac néi: “Emdo mit....”

“Khong ¢6.” Thé Van ddy anh ra, gidm gidm ban chén bj té rdi x6ng ra ngoai.

A, c6 d6 mit, mit ¢o that sy do, boi vi cd cam giac duge hai ma minh ndng 1én, bdi vi 6 cam giac duoc trai tim minh nhay loan.

Hom30 tét, bau khong khi trong vin phong gidng nhur i da bt dau an tét, gin nhur khong ai lm viée, moi nguoi chi rang chiu dung tuong trung cho
qua budi sang ma thoi.

Vién T6 Van con chua dén, Thé Van dem tit ca van kién danh séf:h da chinh ly xong dat trén ban anh, chudt nﬁy\tinh ctia anh ndm & mdt ggSc trén ban,
vi tri ma ban tay va nggSn tro tiép xuc da phai mau son, anh thich camnguoc thia ca phé da dugc rira sach, 16 ra bé mat thia mau bac phai dan, bén canh
1a mit gat tan thudc bang thiry tmh thit to, nhung tan thudc cﬁa‘anh lai ban vao mot cai tich, trén’gié ég tai goc turong ludn treo vai chiee 40 so mi va airo
vest hiém khi méc, ctr cach hai tuan Ia dua téi ti€m gidt (i mot Ian. .. Anh chinh 12 mdt ngudi c6 rat nhi€u thoi quen ky quéc, hon nita anh khong che dau
ban than nhu vy chit ndo.

C5 kinh ngac phat hién, vo tinh sur hiéu biét ctia c6 ddi voi anh da virot qué tudng tirong clia minh.

“Xin hoi,” am thanh ctia Vién T6 Van vang Ién phia sau c6, “Em dang nhin vat riéng ciia nguoi khéc sao?”

Thé Van khoanh tay, xoay ngudi trimg mét liéc anh, sau d6 muén di ra ngoai nhung bi anh chiin & cira. C6 di qua tréi, anh ciing di qua tréi, c6 qua phai,
anh ciling qua phai, c6 khong khdi wvira tirc vira cuoi: “Anh that nham chan.”

Anh nhin c6, khong n6i gi, mdt lat sau mdi ty dong nhuong duong,
C6 di ra ngoai 16i, cAm Ry céi tach ctia minh trén ban di vao phong tra nurée pha ca phé.

Anh khong hé che gidu ban than, nhung ciing khong chit dong biéu dat chinh minh, ¢6 rat kho phén r ring cam giac nhu gin nhur xa ddi véi anh rdt cude
1a chan ghét hay 1a. . .chan nan?

Budi trura, khi Thé Van a an com trg V8, ¢ kinh ngac phat hién da s dong nghiép déudi r01, ctra van phong ciia Vién T6 Van mo ra, ngudi cling khong &
d6. C6 doi mbt lic, anh van khong trd vé, vi thé ¢d quyét dinh cim tii xdch vé nha, budi tdi hen Tir Mic an do nuéng, ¢6 mudn di séommot chit di siéu
thi mua dd an.

Nhung nira dudng Tir Mic lai goi dién néi da chuin bi xong xudi rdi, cho nén Thé Van quay xe, chay vé nha.

“Céu con nhé khong,” Tir Miic dimg giong diéu cimg ngic nhur moi khi,

“Sau d6, miy béac t6 dan phd t6i noi, bon minh én trén & mot bén, may ma ¢ Thé Van, bon minh mdi thoat duge mbt kiép.” Tir Mic bay nguyén lidu
da mua ¢ siéu thi Ién ban, khoée miéng kéo ra nu cuodi chat phac.

“T¢?” Thé Van phu trach xem chimg 16 nuréng,
“ing viy.”
“T6.. .Jam thé n40?” C6 ¢ phan khong chic hoi.

“Cau rat kinh nguoi,” Hang Ty tir trong phong bép bung ra hai thing bia 1o, “Sau ngay hdm do ¢ nhin cau v6i anh mt hoan toan khac xura.”



o
“0...” Tir Mac kéu Ién, “Céu khong nhé u?”

Thé Van t6 vé mo tit nhin ho, ndi khong ra 1oi.

“Céu——""D0ng tac Hang Tur chi vao c6 trong rét tudn t, “—— méy bac t6 dan phd nay thich nhét I ‘hoc sinh ba t6t*, cAu thé ma miit khong bién
sic tim khong dap nhanh 161 v6i ho, ban nly ciu nhin ﬂ'@.y b6n ndm anh chang thanh nién khoang hai muroi tubi & ddy mrong db an, sau d6 am chay bai
¢d, trude khi moi ngudi duoi téi thi da tan ra chay tron roi.”

(*) “ba t6t” bao gdm tur tuwéng pham dire t6t, hoc tap tdt, sirc khoe tot.

“_..” Thé Van m to mit, nhur B khong thé tin minh timg 1m nhur véy.

“Nhitng bac gii nay p tirc chia nhau truy king nhirg ngudi ma cau néi, thé 1 bon minh duge nghénh ngang di vé nha.”

Tir Mac cudi ha ha, l’lhll"]E‘l nhé lai canh tugng lic d6, vo cung hung phén. Hang Ty liéc mit nhin ¢, nhin khéng duge ma viron tay véo ma co: “Céu do,
chi bict cuoi ngy ngd, néu khdng phai cdu nhao nhao doi dn d6 nuwdng, bon minh s&€ di sao?!”

TuMacbweodaucmgklxmgdey,van]abo dang vui vé tr déic, lam cho Hang Ty trimg nit lién tuc. Thé Van bi biéu tinh ctia hai nguoi kia choc
cudi, gidbng nhur tim vé mot doan hoi tre thoi thanh xuén.

Téi nay, d co nguoi ban phao hoa, Thé Van namtren giwong, kin qua 16n lai khong ngi duge. €6 kéo ra brc man ¢ dAu girdng, nhin chéch én can ho
ctia Tir Mic 6 tang trén, dén con sang, ¢b bén cAm dién thoai bdm sb.

“A 16?” Tir Mic nhanh chdng nhan may, khong gidng nhur i sap ngil

“Lats.”

“U, t¢ da thiy tén cau hién lén man hinh.”

“Con chua ng sao?”

“Um, thé nao?”

“A...” Thé Van trAm ngam, “Khong c6 gi, chi | cam on dd nuéng cta cau...”

“Connira. . .camon cdu va Hang Tu, con nho nhidu chuyén cua t¢ nhu vay.”

“Thé thi khong can néi cam on d4u. ..” Trong 4m thanh chét phéc ctia Tir Mic mang theo chit nguong ngiing,

“Ky that khong chi riéng viéc ndy. . .con c6 rat nhiéu rat nhidu, d6i khi t6 muén ndi cam on cau, nhung khong biét mo 11 thé nao.”
“Thé Van,” T Mic nhay cam hoi, “Cau sao vay, bon minh 4 ban thin ma.”

“Um,” Thé Vén 6m chén tya vao diu girong, trong tuong ra biéu tinh lic ndy ctia Ttr Miic, c6 bong nhién cam dong mudn roi 18, “Bon minh i ban
than...”

“Tir Mic,” ¢6 lau khoe nit, mim cudi noi, “Néu 6 viée i t6 ¢6 thé 1am cho cau thi hily néi cho & biét, dugc khong?”

‘c[‘jm!n

C6 khong nhin thiy biéu tinh ctia Tir Miic, nhung c6 c6 thé cam gidc duge, Tir Mic dang mim cudi & diu day bén kia.

“A, diing rdi, cau cing t6 di coi mét nhé. ..

“Coi mit?” Thé Van kinh ngac.

“Um,” Tir Miic nhur 1 rét bat déc di, “Me t& d6, canh t6 1au rdi, cudi tuln trude vé nha, t6 hét cach rdi danh phai ddng v thir xem.”
“Nhung ma,” trong dAucd 1ap tre hién ra khudn mét 4n giéu con thinh n ctia Hang Tuy.

cay



“T6 n6i ndy, cdu da thurong hrong chuyén nay voi Hang Ty chura?”

T Mic tram king, qua that Au mdi khong diroc tur nhién hoi: “Tai sao phai. . .thuwong hrong véi cau dy...”
“. Puoc rdi,” ¢6 dau hang, “T6 di cing cau.”

“Um!” Am thanh Tir Miic lai ¢6 tinh thin gép trdm fn.

Thé Van cudi rd 18n, cd khong chi suy nghi mot Jan, minh hAm md Tar Mac nhu vay, hAimmd sy don thun va chét phéc cua co éy, cling hAm hd sy thién
lrong va thoa mén.

So v6i Tir Miic, Thé Van cam thiy minh giéng nhur |2 mot con rudi xAu xi, khon d6n trong chai thity tinh.

“N6i thit, con khong phai. . .ciing nén suy nghi mot chit vé vin dé c4 nhan di chir?”” Khi vé& nha ba ngoai dn com it nién, me bdng nhién thot ra mdt cdu
nhu vay.

Bin tay Thé Van dang cam duii gi bong run én, d6 c6 thé goi 1d mot ci dii ga “that Ion” cir thé ién vao trong “ndi dau’” néng hdi, ban toi tay moi ngudi,
nhat thoi vang Ién tieng thét so hi.

Thé Van cén diia, cudi grong gao, me ban ron gifp ba ngoai va emho giat quan 4o, nhur 1 da sém dem cau ndi vira rdi quing Ién chin ting méy.
Puoc rdi, trong long ¢d thira nhan, ¢6 [ céicd mudn chinh 12 hiéu qua nhur vay.

C6 én nhin khudn mit ciia moi ngudi, khong ai dat chuyén vira rdi ¢ trong long, vAn vui vé an bita com tit nién niy —— dtng vy, bita an cudi cling
moi nAm mdt 1an s& khdng bi pha hong béi chuyén nhé nay.

Nhung d6i véi ¢6 ciing khong phai mdi nam mot an, mi B cach tim nam m6i an mot lan,

“Con c6 nghe me ndi khong ha?” An xong, Itc rira chén, me lai néi nita.

“Da?” Thé Vén ding c4ch gia ngu nhur moi khi dé (g pho.

“Loi me néi ban nity day!” Me hinh nhu phat cudng roi.

“0,” ¢6 nhan chén ma me dura qua, ding strc lau khd, “Con biét r6i, khong voi ma.”

“Sao khong voi? Con cho 1 minh bao nhiéu tudi roi?”

“Con thiy 6n mi. . .rat nhidu ngudi bang tudi con con chura tinh dén chuyén nay.”

“Con do,” me tron nit, “Khuyét diém I6n nhit I tinh tinh qua chém chap, chéng biét chi dong.”

[T ]

“Con nita, con véi ban con cling nhur nhau, nhwr 1a Thi T Mac d6, con ¢6 cai cau ho Thach tén Ia gi nhi ”?

« Thach Thu Thin.” C6 cin rang nhic nhé.

“Dling réi, tat ca déu cham chap, rrﬁy dura khong xem lai minh nhiéu chit, cir kén chon nhur véy, me ¢ bén canh nhin mé ciing nén ndng,”
“..” Vay thi me c6 thé khong nhin ma.

“Diing réi,” me béng nhién quay du nhin cd, trong anh mit toa ra mot hyc lrong, nhur la 1ot cudc ndi dén trong diém, “Céu Thach Thy Thin dé, van con
dbc thanu...”

“ . Ngudi ta di My du hoc 161
“A...” M trong c6 vé bi da kich, “Thé a...”
Thé Van bét dic di mim mdi, khong dinh tiép tuc dé tai ndy, vi thé ¢6 tiiy tién kiém cd, chudn dén phong khach xem tivi.

Ban dau me bao co don dén nha ba ngoai & clng, ¢ mim cudi tir chdi, nhur B da khong thé ép bude chinh minh hoa nhdp véi bon ho. Nhin khudn it
hoi that vong ctia me, c6 6m chat ba, hira rang nhat dinh vé nha &n com nhi€u hon.

Me tién c6 ra cira, dudi lu ¢6 rat nhiéu ngudi In mang theo con nit dang'bf’m phao hoa, ¢6 nhé hdi bé minh va Thé Phén ciing thuong di theo sau ngudi
lon, hung phén khoa tay mia chan, chi vi mt tia sang nd 1§ trong chép mat. Can than ngam lai, so v&i man phao hoa vao dém giao thira tai song
Thames, thit su 1a kém qua xa, nhung c6 van bat giac nhd vé thoi diem kia.



A, khic v6i Thach Thy Thén, ¢6 biét rd rang minh nhé nhung nhitng gi, khong phéi vo wu vo I cta khi 4y, ma B nguoi cling ¢6 ngim phdo hoa. Ba me,
The Phan, con cd ¢d, trong chdp mat, canh con ngurdi mat.

Trén dudng tr v&, ¢b ngdi trong xe nhin moi ngudi trén dudng, bdng cam thiy 6 don.
C6 chot nhé t61 mot nguoi, vi thé By di dong ra bim so.

“A 167 Khéc voi du doan ciia Thé Van, Tudng Bach Liét & dau diy bén kia mang theo giong diéu hung phan ma nhan dién thoai, am thanh xung quanh
hoi én do.

“Um.. .7 C0 cai bluetooth, lic den xanh bat lén ¢6 tang tdc chay qua dudng, “Toi con tudng rang anh rat dang thuong, mdt minh mirmg ndm méi, cho
nén muon goi dién cho anh.”

“Sao thé duoc,” anh ta cudi to, “Ngudi mudn ciing t6i mimg ndm méi, xép mot hang dai tir bén Thuong Hai dén Tir Gia H6i diy.”
“ . Pugc rdi, vay chiic anh nim moi vui vé.”
“Cung hi phat tai!”

Cup may, c6 ngimg lai trude dén do, ngay ca Tudng Bach Liét dang ¢ tha huwong ciing khong c6 don, nguoc lai ¢6 1 ngudi tré vé ¢b huong lai nhur roi
vao cambay ctia ¢ don, lim thé ndo ciing khong tréo ra duoc.

Lic xe chay dén dudi lu, ¢6 dic biét ngimg lai, ngang du nhin 4nh dén ky mo trén ting cao nhit, Tir Mic va Hang Ty con chua tré vé sao? Nhung
chay dén cOng gara, ¢d cudird Ién, boi vi mot chice xe viét da mau den dot nhién ngirg truede it ¢, nhur 1a lich sy dang doi c6 di vao.

Co chay xe vao, lic dung hén bude xuéng thi Tir Mic, Hang Ty, con ¢6 Hang Phong mang ra rat nhidu d0 an tir trong xe, riu rit thio ludn loai ca nao an
ngon hon.

“Vién Thé Van,” Hang Tu ra vé phong tinh nhdy mt véi ¢, xemra da ubng khong it, “Mudn di cing khong?”
C6 gia v nghiém tic suy nghi vai gidy, sau do cuoi gt dau.

“Hom nay ngudi 1on tudi nhét phai phat i xi d6.” Hang Ty noi.

“Pong y!” Tir Miic hia theo.

“A...chuyén 1 viy,” Hang Phong viron mdt tay ra bum mit, diém finh n6i, “Anh d6t nhién nhé t6i con mot ban thao chura giri di, méy dira, anh di trude

Tir Miic va Hang Tu dwong nhién khong chiu budng tha anh, hai ngudi xép thanh hing cam mot thing 16n dimg trurde miét anh, cudi hi hi, cuc ky giéng
dtra nhoc tinh quai dang doi i xi.

Thé Van di qua gifip cdm bia, bon ho di vao thang méy, Hang Phong thi gia vo mudn di bat ctr e ndo, Tir Mic va Hang Ty thi cudi rang 13, ¢0 nhin
man hinh dién tr dang nhay so, bong nhién c6 cam giac ky quai: ¢ khong thude ve bita toi tat nién am ap ¢ nha ba ngoai, ciing khong thude loai khach
tha hurong vui choi hét minh nhur Tudng Béach Liét, khong thude loai ban bé tu hop nhur Tir Mac, Hang Tu va Hang Phong. . .

C6 khong thudc vé noi ndy, bét dau tir rat liu trude kia, da khong thude vé bét ctr noi ndo.

C6 I8, ¢6 chi thude vé mot. . tinh ciu ¢ don.

Cira thang miy mo ra, Hang Ty lao ra mo cira, day Ia Jan dAu tién Thé Van di vao can ho cta Hang Ty, ngoai du doan ctia ¢6, can hd ctia anh ta so voi
cd va Tir Mac thi sach s& hon nhicu.

Hang Ty bao ¢6 vao phong bép timly, ¢b luc tung nhung chiing tim thiy.
“O déy.” Am thanh Hang Phong vang én phia sau ¢6, sau d6 anh mo ra c4i tii ndm trén tii lanh, tir trong d6 Ay ra bon cai ly.
Thé Van gt dau t6 vé cam on, ¢6 md voi nde ctia bdn rira ma rira sach ly.

“C6 phéi bt ngd Fim khong? Em trai ctia anh noi thé ndo nhi....thye ra ¢6 mdt s0 diem trong ngoai khong dong nhat, trén thyre te rét it ngudi tin rang né
12 ngudi nghién sach s&€.” Hang Phong dura vao td lanh, &m thanh rat am ap.

“Nghién sach s&2”” C6 wira rtra ly vira quay dau nhin anh, “Anh chi vé phwrong dién nao?”

“Puoc 161, Hang Phong gio tay dAu hang, nhe giong n6i, “Anh thira nhin ngoai phuong dién phy nif ra, boi vi anh ciing khong hiéu trong d4u 6¢ ctia nd
1ot cude suy nghi cai gi.”



Thé Van ruén cd nhin Tir Miic trong phong khéach, ¢6 4y va Hang Ty dang vui vé tho ra céc loai db an vit, giéng nhu hai dira tré.
“Thét ra ciing khong c6 ai hiéu duoc rét cude Tir Mic suy nghi céi gi...” Thé Van lau kho ly, it dudi ngon dén.

“C6 I&, n6i khdng chirng hai dua hiéu 1An nhaw.” Hang Phong vira dua vao t lanh, hai tay dt 6, nu cudi noi khde miéng co thé chinh phuc stc hﬁp dén
ctia nguoi khac.

Thé Van nhin anh, bong nhién n6i: “Anh biét khong, dang vé vira roi ciia anh tht sy gidng nhu tham tir, tham tir ¢ trong séch ciia anh ciing giéng nhur anh
sao?”

N6i méi nhd, ¢ da tu dao hé.

Nhung Hang Phong khong dé y chit ndo e dau: “Hoan toan twong phan, tham tir dudi ngoi bit cia anh khong phai i loai tri tué —— ciing khong phai
ndi bon ho khong thong minh, ngoai tri tué can thiét ra, s& trudng ctia bon ho chinh 1a vii luc.”

Trong dau Thé Van twéng tuwong ra mdt Hang Phong dang cam stng méy, c¢6 cam thiy hoi budn cuoi.

“Boi thé, sach ctia anh dugc kha nhiéu gidi nir hoan nghénh, ho thurdng thich nam chinh thd bao, nhur vy ¢6 vé rat c6 khi khi nam nhi.”” Anh néi thém.
“Nhung em biét ciing ¢ giéi nam thich sach ctia anh.” C6 khong nghi ngoi noi.

“That sa0? La ngudi thé nao? Khong phai i hoc sinh chir...”

C6 bat cudi lic dau: “Khong phai, ciing bang ¢ em, chinh i mdt nguoi. ..dan éng binh thuwong na thoi”

Hang Phong nhin c6, khong n6i gi, nhung anh it duong nhur ¢6 rat nhiéu 101 mudn néi.

“Em biét khong, tir trong miéu ta cia emanh ¢6 thé cam nhén duoc, anh ta déi voi em ma ndi tuyét ddi khong binh thrdng”

“Pirng hiéu lim, anh khong c6 y nghe ngdng nhiéu chuyén,” anh gio tay én, “Chi 1 néi ra y nghil ctia minh thoi.”

Thé Van cudi khd, gat dAu: “Rét cude em hiéu duoc rdi, tro chuyén voi tiéu thuyét trinh tham gia 13 mdt chuyén rat nguy hiém.”

“B6i vi anh rat thing thin u?”

C5 nhiu my suy nghii r6i moi noi: “Khong.”

“La boi vi anh mit ciia anh.”

“Um,” ¢6 gt dau, “Anh mit anh nhur 1 dang néi, anh 1 ngudi mdi mot phiit gidy déu dang tim toi nghién cru chan tuéng.”

Hang Phong khoanh tay s& cam, dudng nhu cam thiy 10 ¢6 rét thi vi: “Thé thi, em ¢6 chan tuéng gi khong mudn dé ngudi khac biét?”
Thé Van nhin anh, ding giong diéu khong chit hoang mang ns ngay cé ban than ¢6 ciing khong ngd, néi: “Anh doén di” 9.2

Edit: Sam

Ti nay, bon ho ubng rit nhidu, ky la I, bén ngudi nhin qua déu khong co dAu hiéu say sura. Toi gAn nira dém, Hang Phong lai nhur 1 ky tich lAy ra my
bao li xi dua cho bon ho, Hang Ty quay dau qua, nhe rang tron mat ra hiéu voi T Mac va Thé Van: Hang Phong say 16i, hon nita say khuot.

Thé Van lai ing & nhét bao i xi vao trong tii 4o khodc ctia Hang Phong, sau d6 thira dip dau 6c con tinh tdo, ¢0 tam bigt bon ho, tré vé ciin ho dudi
lau. Tieng phao bén ngoai nhat thoi nd to, chinh 1 thong bao: mra dém dén roi.

C6 mo voi nurée, ding nude 4mrira it minh, cam thiy hoi chong mit. C6 lau kho mit, suy sup ngd trén girong, ¢o thiy minh bong nhién mét hét tit ca
strc luc, cho dit muon tré ngudi cling khd khan.

C5 nhin trAn nha, cudi 16 1én, khong biét dang cuoi g, co mét lam thé ndo ciing khong kiém ché duoc sy run riy.

Di dong bdng nhién vang Ién, nhic nhé' cd mdt tin nhén, ¢ chdm i cdm Ky, ding ngdn tay cimg ngic 4n nit.



“00: 15: 41 da ngh chua?”

Chd nguoi giri tin hién 1én mot day sb, d6 1 day s6 thude vé& Vién T6 Van.

C6 ngo ngac mot hdi, bdng nhién nhan nit goi, tiéng phéo bén ngoai c6 thé ding “dinh tai nhirc 6¢” dé hinh dung, nhung ma ¢6 khong nghe thiy.
C6 chinghe tirng doi giai di€u that dai, mdi mdt am tya nhur nhip tim ctia cd, quanh quén bén tai.
“A 167 Rbt cude anh nhan may, nhur 2 ¢6 phin ngac nhién.

“Anh c6 biét bay gio [a miy i khong?”

“Thoi gian c6 bé lo lem hién ra nguyén hinh.” Anh hai hude tra 101,

“A,” ¢d ¢ én, n6i ning khong 1o rang, “Néu da biét, tai sao con mudn quiy ray ¢o bé lo lem...”
“Chi Il mudn biét c6 bé lo lem dang 1am gi?”” Anh bi giong ndi ctia ¢6 choc curoi.

“Ngudi nay, that ...

“Rét, xdu xa...” C6 cam thdy nhirc dau, chong mit.

“Tai sa0? X4u xa thé n0?” Anh vin con cuoi.

“...”” C0 lai khong noi ra duge nguyén do.

(T3]

“Nay,” anh nhin khong dugc n6i, “Co bé I lem, em con ¢ d6 khong?”
“Ai goi 161 d0...”
“Emnoi di?”

“C0 bé o lem ban ron nhiéu vige, ngoai hoang ti ra thi khong tiép dién thoai. . .ctia bét ci ai khac.” C6 kéo Am thit dai, giong nhur ngay ca ban thén ¢0
ciing khong biét minh dang ndi gi.

“Purge 16i,” anh nhin cudi ndi, “C6 bé lo lem udng say 16i, bay gio i hoang tir dang goi em ddy.”

“Gat nguoi.”

C6 nh6 i ¢b gai iy chong Y, con ¢6 1 n6i ciia Carol: chiing ta vi mubn gip hoang tir, khong biét phéi hon bao nhiéu con éch. ..
“Anh khong phai hoang tir,” ¢6 cudi ha ha, “Anh Ia éch...”

“Mot con éch xAu xa. ..” Co mit trén 20 ma c0 tham chi bét dau dau nhi.

“Vy em c6 bang long t6i ciru t6i khong?”

“Trong truyén ¢4 tich ¢6 n6i, chi can mdt cai hon thi s& bién tr vé hoang tir.”

“Anh thit 3. . .that . . .vd ciing ngu xuan!”

Anh rit mudn ti dAu ludi cta co, nhung van nhin cudi hoi: “Tai sa0?”

“Boi vi...boi vi...”

>



“C5 bé lo lem va Hoang tir &ch. . .hoan toan khong phéi vai chinh trong cling mdt quyén sach, im sao gip duroc nhau...”

Vién T Van tram miic vai gidy, bdng dung phét ra tiéng cudi con vang doi hon phio nd, khién cho Thé Van lap tire ngdi day, tinh tao mot chit.
Chd anh cudi di 1di, ¢6 m6i day huyét thai dwong n6i: “Cam on cach im tinh ruou ctia anh, it kich thich. . . bay gios cip méy duroc roi.”

Am thanh anh con mang theo y curdi ndng dam: “Néu bay gio em khong ngoan ngodn & nha minh, t6i nghi ¢6 18 t6i s& chay sang d6 bop c¢6 em”
“May ma,” giong n6i ctia ¢d van khong rd rang, “Toi dang ngoan ngodn ¢ nha.”

“Puoc rdi, thé thi chic mimg em dat duogc “giai thuong ¢ gai tot’, giai thudng ndy chi khen ngoi c6 gai sau khi udng say khong ra ngoai lim can.”
“Phan thrdng dau?”” C6 lai bi choang vang danh bai ng trén giuong,

“Mot chiée v thdi ctia mdt anh chang dep trai.”

“Visao...”

“C6 thé dé em 6mng, ding an Gi tm hon thiéu nix ¢6 don.”

“Budn ndn. ..” C6 nghién riang nghién loi.

“Puoc réL ﬁép theo xin ban hdy lra chon v& thdi cta mot trong nhitng anh chang dep trai sau dy, dn‘1’ chon Tom Cruise, 4n 2’ chon Leomardo
DiCaprio —

«“ khoan da, khong phai Leonardo sao?”

“Bing vy, vi tiéu thu nay,” anh ding giong ndi tiéu chuén ciia nhéin vién dién tir vién thong n6i, “Nhung bdi vi nhirng niim gin ddy anh ta khong nglmg
map ra, cho nén phai doi tén thanh ‘Leomardo’.”

s

“An “3” chon Nicolas Cage,” anh no6i tiép, “An ‘4’ chon Ben Affleck, 4n *5° chon Matt Damon »?

“Chor chit,” ¢ lai nhin khong duoc ngit 16i anh, “Tai sao cac ngudi chi cung cap trai gia thoi, ching 18 khong c6 Jonas Brothers hoac 1 Robert Pattinson
sao?”

“Vi ticu thur ndy, & nhur vay,” giong diéu tiéu chuéin ia ctia anh nghe ra rat mu6n dénh nguwdi, “Bi vi nhitng nguroi nhn durge phén thudng ctia ching toi
da s0 déu la ‘phy nit 16n tud1’, boi vy dat ra nhan vat theo gu ctia “phu nit 16n tudi’ lam chinh.”

“Vdy...” C6 nhét thoi nghen 104, khong biét vi sao minh phéi chiu dung nhirc dau cling anh tiép tuc dé tai budn cudi ndy, “Puoc rdi, moi tiép tuc. ..”

“An ‘6’ chon Sean Connery, an‘7’ chon Hugh Jackman, 4n ‘8’ chon Brad Pitt,” anh bdng nhién dirng mot chiit, sau d6 khong ngoai dyr liéu ctia Thé
Van ma néi tiep, “An 9”, chon Vién T Van...”

“..T6i c6 thé 4n 0" khong?” C6 chan chd vai gidy moi noi.

“Khong dugc.” Nhan vién dién tir vién théng tra 161 miy moc.

“..” C6 dimg vai gidy gan nhu khong suy nghi quyét doan néi, “Hugh Jackman, t6i chon Hugh Jackman.”

“Vi tiéu thu nay, xin hoi cd da xac dinh sy lra chon ctia minh 1o phai khong?”

“Dling vdy...” C6 cudi én, khong phai boi vi hai méa run run sau khi say, m i boi vi cam thiy bon ho rét nham chan.
“Puoc, ¢d da lua chon s6 7° Hugh Jackman. ..”

s

“Ching t6i rat vinh hanh thong béo voi ¢6, béi vi ¢d B ngudi thir chin dém nay duoc nhan phan thudng, tir s6 1 t6i s 8 da duoc tam vi nhin thudéng
trude d6 chon 164, hién tai chi con s6 9 Vién To Van, cho nén h¢ thong danh danh cho ¢6 mdt chiec vé thoi cua Vién To Van tién sinh. Camon!”

C5 bj anh choc cudi, cudi dén gan nhur hét hoi, ndi khong ra Ioi.
“Nay,” trong tiéng phao mbng lung, anh chot néi, “Nhitng 161 em noi vira rdi déu 1a thit u?”

“Céigi...” Pau 6c ¢b con chura hoat dong.



“Hién tai em dang ngoan ngoan ¢ trong nha?”
“Mudn t6i dimg dién thoai nha goi cho anh dé kiém chimg khong. .. C6 nhin trdn nha, ¢b hét strc ddo mét khinh thuong,

‘...”” Anh khong néi gi, nhu 1a dang cuoi.

“T6i hom d6 1i t6i noi ciing 1 that.”

EU?”

“T6i hom t6i ubng say 4y.”

“Chiic nurng nam moi! Ngd ngon.” Noi xong, anh clip may.

Thé Van chi nghe timg dot “d6 d6” don dap, mdi mjt 4m nhur 1 nhip tim ctia ¢d, quanh quin bén tai.

Sang s6m hom sau ¢ bi tiéng phao dénh thirc, dau c6 nhirc nhdi nhur mudn nirt ra, tir trong & chiin ¢6 ué oai chui ra, dén phong bép rot mdt ly mude
lanh, ngira du ubng hét.

Sau d6 ¢6 vot qua bon rira, nén ra tt ca nurée vira ubng vao.

Nhin thiy nuréc cham chidm chay xudi trong bdn, ¢ chot nhé t6i lic Vién T Van uong say, cling timg lam viée ngoc nghech gidng ¢6. C6 ngdi x6m
xuong, vii du giita hai canh tay, c6 chut 4o ndo. Khong phai boi vi ho lam viée ngu xuAn gidng nhau, ma vi ngudi t6i qua udng say 1 co, khi nghe anh
16i “Tbi hom d6 101 t61 n6i ciing 1 that”, c6 khong biét chinh minh nén phan bac ra sao.

C6 cham réii dimg Ién, phan van nén dénh réing truéc hay K ng tiép, c6 nhin ngodi cira s tng 31, bau trdi u dm, thé 1 c6 thé ngwdi kén giwong, hy vong
tam thoi khong can tinh lai.

Ba gios trura, Thé Vén con dang ngii say thi nhdn duge dign thoai, 1 Tuong Bach Ligt goi t6i, nhéic ¢ bon it t6i ding hen. Thé 1a co Iy tinh than, sau
khi chuén bi xong xudi thi ra ngoai.

Vio tét 4m lich hoc vién'y khoa im Iang khéc thuong, con duong sach s& gon gang, c6 I 1a vikhong ai d6t phao & day, néu khong gidy vun méu do nhat
dinh trai day hai bén dudng, giong nhur tim thim do cii nat.

Thé Van g ctra phong kham, Tuong Bach Liét de huyét thai duong voi t6i mo cira cho 6, ¢d di vao ngdi Ién ghé da, n6i v6i anh ta: “Pém qua t6i udng
say, cho nén hém nay chi c6 thé udng sira nong.”

“Toi ciing vdy,” Tuéng Bach Liét dat ly thity tinh 4m ap trén ban tra k& bén tay co, “hai ¢b gai Y bi t6i ddy ngi.”
Nu cuoi Thé Van ¢6 vé map mo: “Thé thi chéic 1 anh d4 trai qua dém giao thira phan khich’ nhi?”
“That déng tiéc,” anh ta ngdi 1én ghé sau ban, hoi nan long ndi, “Sau khi dy ngi ho, ngoai trir v& nha, t6i chéng con sirc e hm gi.”
“A...” C6 cudi tho dai, “Tiée qua!”
“C6 thi sao, udng v6i ai, ngwoi nha ha?”
Thé Van B¢ dau: “Khong, ¢ trude mit nguoi nha t6i dong vai mdt co gai ngoan hién, khong hut thuoc khong ubng rrou, khong phong ting voi dan ong,
cting khong phai ddng tinh luyén 4i, ¢b giing hoc hanh, chim chi im viée, méc dii c6 chit ngoan 6 nhung khong tranh lun voi ngudi 1on. . . Anh hiéu
duoc khong?”

Tuéng Bach Liét nhin vai, hém nay anh ta mic mot chiéc 4o thun thurdng, nhung khong biét tai sao lai khién nguoi ta cam thiy so véi e mic 4o so mi
thi anh ta cang tao nha hon.

“Nhur vay trén thye t& ¢6 1 ¢6 gai nhur thé ndo?” Anh ta nhin ¢, ¢6 vé rt himg thu.
“Trén thyc té...” Co ngudc it nhin trAn nha trén dAu, khoe miéng c6 tia cuodi khé, “Trén thuc té, cling gﬁn thé, chrimg qua...”
“Chéng qua thinh thoang ciing s& cam thiy chan ghét.”

“Ghét gi?”



“Khong biét,” c6 cuoi khd, “C6 18 i ghét ban than t6i.”

“Cb s& c6 chuyén cAm long khong nbi mi mudn am khong?”
“C6...duong nhién Ia c6...”

“Vi dy nhu?”

[T3E ]

“Vi dunhu....” C6 suy tur, nghiém tic suy tur, “Vi du nhu mudn rdi khoi thé gioi nay.”
“Khong, t0i khong phai y d6, chi i muén dén. . .mot khong gian khac, mot khong gian hoan toan khéc voi thé gioi hién tai ctia toi.”
“Nghe ra rét hur 40.”

“C6 & vay, boi vid6 that s chi b mdt do twong ma thoi”

“C6 mang muyc dich nhwr vay dén Anh sao 101 khoi noi nay, dén mdt noi hoan toan khac biét.”
“Um...coi nhur 14 vay di”

“Thé thi ¢6 thanh cong khong? D6 14 noi ¢6 mubn dén u? Bét ddng ngdn ngit véi ngudi xung quanh, khong ai quen co, khong ai yéu cd, ciing khong c6
aihin cd.”

“Lic dau toi...” C6 van nhin tran nha, “Tudng ring d6 1 noi t6i mudn dén, twéng ring do 1 cude sbng ma t6i mudn. . .nhung cudi ciing t6i hiéu dugc, n6
khong phai, can ban khong phai.”

“La didu gi khién 6 hiéu dugc?”

C5 fic dau, cuoi kho: “Khong biét.”

“C6 I t6i von da hiéu rdi, luén udn hiéu dwoc, chi 1 khong dam dbi mit ma thoi.”

“Cb biét khong,” Tuong Bach Liét tram niic chdc Iat, bdng nhién ndi, “Téi luén cd mdt cam gide.”

>

“C6 mot mure kiém ché ban than,” anh ta am mt dong tac tay, ‘Giéng nhu nhét mdt con ca voi vao hop ca moi duong nhién cd E sy so sanh nay
¢6 phan khoa trirong hoic 1 khong thich hop cho lim —— nhung t6i luon cam thay, rat nhiéu lic, mbi mdt cu, modt dnh mét hozic 1 mdt dong tac ciia
¢6 déu nhu an chira mot thir gi khac.”

“Toi ch géng mudn tim kiém mot con nguoi khzig ctia 0 trong ndi tAm, t6i cho 13 minh tim duoc 1oi, théx duoc rdi, nhung chi chép mit, t6i lai cam théy
hgén toan khong phai vay. Loai cam gic ndy giong nhu...” Anh ta dirng mit cbﬁt, nhu I3 tim toi trong dau mot ti du khac thich hop hon, “Sau khi khui
nap ra, phat hién bén trong khong phai Ia ca moi duge dong hp, ma 13 mdt mieng thit ca voi.”

“.. L& ndo khong phéi anh mua sai dd hop rdi sao?” Thé Van dua ra mot gia thuyét kho khan.

“Nhung trén do viét “ca, moi, déng, hop’.” Anh ta dimg ngén trd chi vao khong khi, gidng nhur trong khong khi thét sur viét bon chit ny.

“_. Puoc 16i.” Co nhin vai, khong biét tiép 10 thé ndo. Nhung ¢ 18 c6 khong can tiép tuc, chi can chd anh ta i tiép.

2

Tuong Bach Ligt mdt tay chong trén tay vin ghé xoay, mot tay s can “Nhung diéu toi mudn biét

B“?”
“Thit ca voi trong hdp kia co that sy biét minh 14 ¢4 voi khong?”

Khi Thé Van lai xe chay ra khoi hoc vién y khoa, hai bén con duong da bat dén sang trung, khéip noi déu nghe duoc tiéng phéo, nhung Iic nay bau



khong khi tai ngd tur dudng, khac voi ngity dau ndm mdi ctia nhitng nam trude, nhu ki ¢ sy 4m ap khong thé ndi 1.
Cho dén khi c6 rit nhiéu nam nir dang cAm bo hoa di qua trrde mit ¢6, c6 m6i nhé t6i hom nay 1 ngaty 14 Thang 2 —— & tinh nhén.

Nhan liic chor dén d6, ¢6 ty ra mdt dia CD trong thi xach, d6 1 c6 nh dong nghiép ghi am lai gip 0 trude tét. Dao ndy ¢d ban ron nhicu vige, da Au
khong ling nghe ti€t muc cua Thu Lo, udn nghi rang khi cd mudn nghe thi cd thé lay ra nghe lai, giong nhur gitta hai nguoi khong cach nhau mdt Thai
Binh Duong rdng 16n.

“Céc vi thinh gia than mén & bén kia séng dién tir, tun ndy ciia cac ban thé nio, hy vong moi viéc déu tot dep. Céc ban dang & Trung Quoc sap chao
don tt am lich, Thur Lo ¢ day xin gri 101 chiic mirng ndm moi dén céc ban trurde, dong thoi t6i cling mudn thong bao voi moi ngudi, boi vi Jan nay Thu
Lo s& trd vé an tét, cho nén ba tiét muc ky sau déu i thu am trude, khong thé ding cach phéat séng tre tiép dé giao hru véi moi nguol. Nhung toi nghi
thé ciing khong sao, boi vi néu céc ban c6 gi mubn n6i véi Thu Lo, ¢6 thé trnre tiép giri thur dén hop thur riéng cta t6i, néu cd thoi gian t6i s& 1an huot hoi
am

Thatra gﬁn day Thu Lo nhan duge rAt nhiéu thu dién tir clia cac ban thinh gia, viéc nay d6i voi tiét muc ctia ching t6i Ia mdt sy tich cuc, clingduaray
kién trong tAm, tai day Thu Lo rAt cdm on moi nguoi. Nhung déng thoi, dbi v su bién mét cia hai nhAn vét thin bi trong tiét muc, moi nguoi cling cam
thay himg tha d6 chinh Ia “Van dam phong khinh’ va “Tinh cau c6 don’. Dung vy, that ra Thu L§ ciing cam thiy hoi c6 don, duong nhur i hai
ngudi ban king 1& ddng hanh véi t6i bdng nhién bién mét, dwong nhién ngoai t6i ra, cac ban thinh gia khéc ciing ndy sinh himg thi voi hai vi ny.

Vi dy nhur ‘A Sar’ giri thur n6i “t6i uon cam thy hinh nhur bon ho quen biét nhau, khong phai hai ngudi xa la dau’, ‘Cua gd’ ndi tén ndy rat dac
bigt ‘sa0 hai nguoi kia khong tiép tuc hoi mdt cau dap mot cau nita, toi cd chit mat mat’, “Vancouver’ ndi “ti rat mudn biét keo vio gidy gbi keo
16t cude By g, ‘Khang ti than ti” noi “Thu Lo, chi khong cam thiy bon ho dang tan tinh nhau sa0?”, ciing ¢6 mdt vai thinh gia, ky tén la ‘Veronica’ va
‘Daisy’ khong hen mé cting giri thur dura ra két uan ring “bon ho nhét dinh ¢6 mot chan’. ..

O trén I nhitng y kién cua thinh gia nghe dai, khong lién quan dén Thur L, ciing khong lién quan dén dai phat thanh cta ching t0i. Nhung ma, “Van dam
phong khinh” va “Tinh cau cd don’, hai ban vin dang ling nghe tiét muc ¢ bén kia song dién tir chi? Néu ding vay, Thu Lo mu6n ndi rang, ky that toi
ciing rit to mo, rdt cude keo va gidy gbi keo 1 mdt cau chuyén nhur thé nao? Néu, t6i chi n6i i néu, cac ban bang long, xin hay ké lai cau chuyén nay
cho t6i nhé, khong chi “Van dam phong khinh’ hogc 1 “Tinh cAu c6 don’, mdi mot thinh gia Eing nghe tiét muc ctia ching t6i, néu ban bang long, thi hily
ké cho chiing t6i mbt cau chuyén ctia ban nhé —— n6i vy, Thur Lo cam thy ring hanh tinh niy s& chiing con c6 don. .. Sau ddy, ching ta hdy ing
nghe mot ca khiic, d6 Ia ‘Chasing Pavements’ ctia Adele.”

Dén xanh trwdc mit séng lén, Thé Van tha phanh ra, chim réi di chuyén vé phia trudc. Bai hat vang lén trong loa xe chinh l ca khiic timg khién c6 mé
min——

Should I give up,

Or should T just keep chasing pavements?

Even if it leads nowhere,

Or would it be a waste?

Even If T knew my place should I leave it there?

Should I give up,

Or should I just keep chasing pavements?

Even if it leads nowhere. ..

Thé Van tuéng rang bau troi ndi mura, nhung cd nhanh chong biét duge khong phai vy, béi vi khong phai con mira nhoa di moi thir trude méit c6 ma |
nude mit cua ¢6. C6 do xe tai ven duodng, khi giong nir day tir tinh khé ngdmnga c6 khong thé kiem che mi khoc 1én, duong nhur....d6 chinh | ¢6, con
nguoi chin that nhat, mdt con nguoi chura tirg dé 16 trude bat ky ai, ngay ca ¢d ciing cam thay minh dang s hai.

C6 nhé t6i rét nhidu chuyén, nh t6i ba me bi thirong trong con mura dam, nhé téi minh di mot minh trén sén truong, nhd t6i nhirmg gidc ming ky la, nhg
61 khung anh kia trong phong Vién T6 Vén, nhé ti birc th méu vang nhat ma Thach Thy Thin viét, nho t61 Tur Miéic va Hang Tur cudi ndi nhic lai
chuyén xua, nh t61 Tudng Bach Liét timg n6i “Chéing 18 boi vi céi chét ctia ¢ dy ma ¢ s& thay dbi cude séng ctia minh sao”.

Con co mot bong dang, do 1 bong dang cuia “nguoi 4y”, c6 nhin thiy “nguroi Ay’ xoay ngudi mim cudi voi ¢o, vay tay, sau d6. . .bude di trén con dudng
khong thé quay lai nita.

C6 khong biét minh da khoc bao lau, cting khong nghe duoc tleng tam biét ctia Thu Lo trong loa xe, ¢6 chi nhin thdy moi ngudi ngoai cira s6, bong nhién
cam thiy c6 don, c6 don dén ndi. . .gAn nhur trdng rang minh sap chét.

Lic Thé Van vé dén nha, ¢6 mua mot tdi I6n day mi ly trong cira hang tién loi, lai thué may dia phim, sau d6 mi ¢6 diing khi doi miit voi dém dai dang
dang, Nhung khi ra khoi thang may, c6 ngo ngac ding budc chan, khong biét nén gia vo nhur chura phat hién, hay 1a xoay nguoi chay tron.

Vién T6 Van von ngdi trurde cira d dimg ddy, anh ciing ngac nhién nhin hai niit sung do ctia ¢d. Anh hé miéng mudn hoi ¢o, nhung cudi cling van nhin



xubng, Bm bo nhur khong dé , dit hai tay vao i, cong khde miéng: “Toi suyt nira tuong rang em di hen ho 1di.”

Thé Van cudi khd, vin dimg tai chd: “Anh tim t6i 42”

Anh khong tra 11 ¢6, ma syt sit i, Am thanh nhur | mét kién nhén: “C6 thé di vao trude khong, & ddy rét lanh.”

C6 cin mdi nghi nghf, 1t cude van khong c6 Iy do tir chdi anh. Vi thé ¢b chi danh mo cira, thay dép, mo didu hoa, cudi cling bit dau dun nude.
“C6 tti churom nong khong?”” Anh dmg phia dudi ngudn gié ciia diéu hoa hoi.

“Khong c6.” C6 tra 11 may moc, di dén ngin ta & gde tudng iy ra mdt ci miéng giir 4m, bt dau imnong,

“Ban ndly em di dau?”

“...Chd mdt ngudi ban.”

Anh dirng dong tac cha tay, nhin c6: “Nam hay nit?”

“_. Nam” C6 xoay ngudi, dura lung vé phia anh, mo ndp 4m ra, mudn nhin xem mrdc da sap soi chura.

Anh biu mdi, khong néi tiép, qua mdt hdi lau, anh méi ndi: “La. . Thach Thy Thin u?”

“Ha?” C6 quay ngudi, nhét thoi khong phan tmg lai, cach vai gidy moi Fic dau: “A, khong phai...”

“La ai?” Anh nhin ¢4, giéng nhu mdt cau bé dang ghen.

“. Labac si” co cd ging lo di nhip tim hdn loan ctia minh, binh tinh thét ra 101 ndi ddi khong gay hai, “Toi nhd anh Ay ké thube.”

Noi xong, ¢6 quay nguoi lai, khong dam nhin anh.

C6 khong biét anh ¢6 tin hay khong, c6 & 6, ¢6 & khong, Nhung anh khong hoi t6i ciing, mi i cAm miéng giir 4m bt dau tim d6 an trong téi nhyra.
“Em dng ndi cho i biét dém nay em dinh an nhimg thir ndy. . .”” Anh ngéng dAu, vé mit khong dam tin.

“C6 sao dau.” Co ding nurée vira niu xong pha mot tach ca phé cho anh, nhung minh lai khong udng mot giot, béi vi phan nue con lai c6 mudn ding
dé ndumi ly.

“Toi gitip em thém do an.”

Khi n6i ki ndy, bicu tinh trén myit anh tran ddy tu tin, nhung ¢ twéng rang anh n6i dta. Cho dén nia tiéng sau, khi anh dem trimg ludc cing voi thit hun
khoi da chién xong dat trude mat ¢d, ¢d mdi chot phat hién: anh tht sy dinh & lai day, cling c6 an mi y coi nhu bita toi. ...

“Chang 1& anh khong c6 chuyén gi khéc dé lim sao?” Cé nhin khong durgc hoi.
Anh khong tra 1i, tir minh an mi.

“Anh c6 thé tim mdt cd gai ra ngoai an bira com, tiy tién dén noi ndo d6 choi, sau d6 vé nha. .. Pay moi la nhitng chuyén anh nén im.” C6 cin moi,
khong 16 muyc dich minh néi 10i nay 1a gi, nhung ¢ ¢6 thé khang dinh minh bat dau chan ghét anh ding hanh vi. . khong rd rang ma lay ¢6 lam trod cuoi

“Em dang gian sao?”” Anh binh tinh nhin 6, dat diia trén mit ly, sau d6 xoay nguoi nhin co.

“Em dang gian c4i gi?”

“Khong ¢6.” C6 khoanh tay, di dén bén ctra sb, nhin 4nh dén neon xa xa Bp 16, ¢6 nhiu may.

“Khong ¢6?” Anh di dén bén canh c6, viron tay ndm cim ¢d, cudi 1o én, “Ngay ca ham ring ciing cin chit, con ndi khong gian?”
C6 gialy khoi tay anh, hdm hire dén trurde tivi, bt dau bo dia vao xem

“Nay,” anh lai goi c6 nhu vdy, “An xong roi hing xem”

“Khong mudn. ..” C6 hon dbi 4n nit mo, sau d6 ngdi trén sofa.

Vién T6 Véan nhéch khée miéng, nhur i hét cach vdi cd, anh di vao phong bép bung mi va db an ra rdi dit trén ban tra & trude niit ¢6, con mo ra miéng
day ly mi, dua dtia cho cd.



“An di.”
Thé Van nhin anh, lai nhin d6 &n trede mat, cudi cing van gurong gao cim Ky.

Bon ho cir vAy king & an bita t5i 18 tinh nhan, nhung Thé Van nghii, ¢6 18 di voi bon ho chi 3 mbt bita t6i binh thirdng ma thdi, ching qua hom nay tring
hop 14 1€ tinh nhan.

A, visao b ndi gian voi anh chir?
Piing, chi a nbi néng v6i ngudi khong c6 Iy do 1 rang cling minh an thi. . .

Trén min hinh tivi dang chiéu bo phim Thé Van da mo, c6 khong biét tén, chi cam thiy nam chinh hoi h6i ddu nhin rét quen m¥t, nhét 1 co bap khoa
troong trén nguol

“Thoi gian em & Anh. ..” Vién T6 Van chot hoi, “Séng thé nao?”

“Ngiy I, tat ca nhimg ngy I&. . nhit i hom nay, troi qua thé n0?” Giong diéu anh mang theo mot chiit khong xac dinh, nhur 13 that sy mudn biét.
.. Néu co nguroi moi thi di chung,” ¢6 cén diia, khong biét tai sao minh phéi tra 16i, “Néu khong thi & mot minh.”

“C6 nguoi theo dudi em khong?” Anh cup mit, chuyén tim an mi trong tay.

.. .Tai sao anh hoi diéu nay?” C6 gia vo vo v liéc nhin anh.

“Khong c6 gi, tity tién hoi thoi.”

C6 ¢6 phin hoai nghi véi cau tré 11 niy cta anh, vi thé ¢6 nhin anh, noi: “Thé anh thi sa0?”

“Vi sao khong tim mdt co gai tot, yéu dwong, két hon, sinh con.”

[T 1]

Anh tram méc, rt Au rat Ay, Au dén mirc Thé Vén tudng ring anh khong tra 16, nhung anh bong nhién nging d4u nhin ¢6 ndi, “Em c6 timg gip qua
chuyén nhu thé ndy chua...”

‘“?’?
“Lic em chura that sy hiéu duoc cai gl goi la “yéu’, thi emda thich mjt nguoi.”

[T3E1]

“Do chinh la mbt loai thich, khong phai ngoai cd 4y ra thi khong chira dugc nhing nguoi khéc trong mét, nhung khong phai vi 6 ay ma di lam bat cu
chuyén dién cudng ndo khong phai, hoan toan khong phai, t6i nghi d6 that sy la mot loai thich. Khi nhin thiy ¢ 4y, em s& mudn hon 6 4y, mudn
6m e Ay, hon nira, em thich nhin ¢6 Ay cudi, rat thich, thich c6 4y dimg mdt bén twoi cudi goi tén em, sau dé chinh em ciing 16 ra nu cudi ngay ngd.”

T3]

‘Em s€ ngh1 rang co ay khong plm ]a tht ca trong cuoc song cua em, boi viem con rat tre co nhiéu chuyén dang cho em lam, em cam tlmy cuoc song

tuong lai, trong lai cua hai nglr01, tudng tuong tlny duoc khudn mét ctia em va ¢ 4y 16 nén gia dan, hai ngum ndm tay nhau di trén con duong c6 ning
chiéu chi€u roi, n6i khong chirng sau ndy con cd mit dira con, nhung day chi 1 ndi khong chirng, tat ca déu con chura xac di

(T3]

“Puong nhién ciing ¢4 lic cai nhau, em s& gian ddi khong them quan tim dén cd y, dé cho ¢o dy biét sy dau kho trong tinh yéu mic diem van
chua thira nhan véi ban than d6 Ia tinh yéu, boi vi em cdm thay d6 chi 1a thich, tat ca déu Ia mdt loai thich, hoan toan chua néi téi ‘yéu’.”

[T 1]

“hai ngudi lang phi thanh xun, trong rang ddy i su khoi ddu cia cude séng tot dep, tham chi em con, emcon rat ty phu nhéic nhd chinh minh, nhat thiét
dirng n lre yéu nhieu hon d6i phirong, béi vi nhur vy s& dé dang chién thang hon. Em cho 1 di mét di ¢6 4y, thi van con ¢6 con dudng tot dep khéc

“?” C6 nhin anh, n6i khong ra 1oi.



“ em thit sy mat di c6 4y.” Anh nghen ngao, 4m thanh binh tinh chot run rdy.

“N6i dung hon, ¢6 Ay bi mang di, hon nira vinh vién khong tré v& em co biét cai gi 14 vinh vién khong? Chinh 1 toan bo thoi gian ma em c6 thé

tudng tuong ra dugc, em phai di dbi dién, toan bd thoi gian...”
“Cho dén khoanh khéc d6, em moi hiéu duoc. . .em coi tinh yéu qua ndng can rdi! Em ludn tudng ring ‘yéu’ ching qua i mot nguoi dan ong bang long

tir b nhing nguwdi phy ni khéc, di thye hign mot ki hira hen goi k “anh mubn ddi tot v6i em sudt doi" —— nhung d6 hoan toan khong phai a “yéu’, chi
12 ngudi dan 6ng to vé tu kiéu trude mit ngudi phy nit cia minh, trude méit ndi tim ctia minh, murgn ¢d d€ trd nén vi dai ma thoi.”

“Thé nhung, khi em di méit v6i sur miét di thinh finh xay ra, “chi i thich’ ma em von nghi lic dau da bién thanh nhé nhung timg gidy phit, 1oi nhic nhd em

tirng ni voi minh d tr thnh hdi han, sau khi tréi qua sw mat di ma em von coi  dau kho nhd nhoi....thi nd da tré thanh hur v md mit, em tham chi hy
vong chinh minh cam thay dau kho nhung ma, em s€ cam nhan dugc mdt thir cang dang so hon la dau kho emco bict do la cai gi khong?”

Thé Van ha hdc miéng, mudn goi tén Vién TS Van, nhung c6 chi nhin thiy 4nh it nghiém tic ctia anh. Anh nhoai ngudi qua, cti dau hon co.

B mdi anh kho khoc ma diu dang, c6 cam théy minh ddi voi anh mé ndi tura nhur mdt vién tréin chAu d& danh mit nhung nay tim lai duoc, khién cho dém
ngay nhd nhung nhung lai khong dam t6i gan.

Anh mitt mdi ¢6, tira nhur mbi tinh du ctia c4u thiéu nién, Fing king chd doi c6 gai bi anh hon, chd doi co gai hon tra, hodic 14 cai tat tir chdi ciia ¢d gai.
C6 gan nhur theo ban ning hon tra anh, trong long dang 1én 4m ap, mudn 6manh, ciing dé anh 6m By minh, tira nhur rt nhidy, rét nhidu nam vé trudc. . .
Bdng nhién, ¢6 ddy anh ra, mubn ding hét tit ca strc rc ctia minh, nhung kim thé ndo ciing khong duroc.

“Nay...” Anh dimg 4m thanh trim thip khan khan goi ¢6, nim Ky canh tay ¢ khong cho ¢ tranh né.

“Anh buong ra!” C6 hét I€n, gidly dua, trong long cé mot loai tuyét vong khd ma ndira.

A, 0 biét, thir cang dang so hon dau khé theo 11 anh n6i, d6 chinh a tuyét vong, su tuyét vong dai démg de:mg ma co doc.

“Ngudi anh yéu khong phai 1 t6i!”” C6 nhin anh, kinh ngac phat hién minh khong roi mrdc mit, khong chay mbt giot nio.

Vién T6 Van cting nhin ¢, nhin ¢6 rt sau, vé mit diém tinh ma bi thurong: “Emc6 thé Am chuyén em mudn Am, em c6 thé tré thanh ngudi em mubn tre
thanh, em cd thé Itra gat ba me, ban bé hodc 1a moi mdt ngudi quen biét em, em ciing ¢6 thé Ira gat anh...”

“Nhung tai sao em mudn kira gat chinh minh, em that sur 6 thé lira gat ban thin emsao. .. Thé Phan?”
Hét Chirong 9
Ban dang doc truyén Thdang Tu Va Théang Nam (Thé Thén Cria Tinh Yéu) duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuwong 10: Niim 2001 - Khoénh khic thoi gian ngirng lai
[Vién Thé Van: “Béc si, t6i ¢6 1oi mudn ndi véi anh. . .hodic néi ding ra 14 thing thin voi anh. ..”

“Toi khong phai. ..Michael, thyc ra t6i  Lucifer. ..”]
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Edit: Sam

Bon ho nhin nhau, khong ai n6i i, thé nhung 4nh niit ctia nhau tyra nhur bi ha thin cha, khong thé tach ra.


http://ebookfull.net

C0 miy thoi gian bong nhién khéi dgng, moi thir xung quanh giong nhur cai bong mo nhat chuyén dong nhanh chong, chi ¢6 bon ho, chi ¢6 anh mit khong
the tach roi kia. . .duong nhur vinh vién bat dong,

D6 1a nim 2001, mia hé va mia thu bt dAu thay phién nhau, & sau trong ndi tim co méi ni khong thé quén diroc khoang thoi gian do.

“Thé Vén, hira véi chi di md, chi mjt lAn, mdt IAn cudi clng!” Thé Phan quy gbi trén giwong, Ay dAu dap trén tAm ném mém mai, nhung cudng diéu hoa
b mit dau kho.

“Ciing chang phai con nit, ai c6 himg choi tro nay v6i chi chir. . .”” Em gai dang viét chir trrdc ban, nghiém tiic luyén tap chit viét bang bit long, to vé
khong c6 hing thu.

“Cho nén chi moi ndi i 1an cudi ma, hoi bé ching ta khong phai thuong xuyén Am vay u?”
“_. Nhung ma, do 1 hoi bé.”

Nhin ra em gi hoi dao dong, Thé Phén n6i tiép:

bée tham ciing ‘vat va im’ sa0?” Thé Van cudi kho.

“C6 chd, budi tdi trude hom boc théim chi da béi lay thén linh ba tiéng dong ho co déy, tir B Tét dén Chiia Trdi, ai ciing thanh kinh thir qua hét, hon
nita ca khoa c6 my trim ban hoc ma chi lai im duoc, 6 thé bdc tring that 1 “vat va Fny.”

T3]

“Em thay chi di di ma, co hoi hiém c6 nhu vay, hon nita d ndi voi cau rdi, em co thé toi New Jersey trudc vai ngdy, cau s& din em di shopping khip
noi.” Theé Phin 6mem gai tir phia sau, lam niing noi.

Thé Vén trdm e chdc 1at, moi néi: “Vay chi hily ndi cho em biét, tai sao ngay tir dau chi da tréng mong, biy gios lai mudn & lai, chinh chj ciing ni, day
14 co hoi ngan nAm mdt thuo.”

Thé Phin cin mbi, & & a a khong ndi ra 104, nhung tu twdng da bay vé budi sang clia hai ngy trudc.
A, ding vdy, d6 1 budi sang cta hai ngdy trude.

“Anh...” Vién Thé Phan mo to hai mt, kinh ngac nhin anh chang nam sinh mot dau vang hoe trudc miét, con co khuyén tai méu bac x6 trén tai tréi ctia
anh, c6 rat kich dong mudn nhao 1én bép cb anh: “Anh, kiéu toc gi d6 ha. .

Vién T6 Van dut tay vao ti, hai mét nhin Ién dau minh—— mic du khong ai ¢6 thé nhin Ién d4u ctia minh —— anh nh t6i ngaty hom qua thay minh
dAu toc vang hoe cit ngin trong girong ciia tiém cit toc, lic 4y anh ciing rat hoang s, Nhung ma céi tén béo kia cuoi gid tao n6i “Pep trai lini”, thé 1a
anh nhin.

“Emt}ﬁy khong dep sao?”” Anh té vé buc minh, giong di€u hoi cc can.

Vién Thé Phéan cin dng hit cim trong lon nurde ngot, sac mét nhu I rat kho xir: “Khong phai khong dep
“...Vay vé mit em Ia sao day?!” Anh trirng co.

ER)

Au!” C6 liéu finh ndi, “Lop ngoai ngit tai treong huyén thi ctia bon em gin day ¢6 day mdt cau, em nghi rét thich hop voi tinh hudng hién tai.

€
12

C6 trimg to mit, hai tay 6m dAu khoa trurong, ding mdt loai ngit diéu chi ¢6 trong phim truyén hinh ma 16n tiéng n6i: “It’s terrible!

Vién T Van ngody 16 tai, sdc mit trd nén bue doc, khong doi am cubi dang ghét kia cua c6 noi xong, anh da 6m léy ¢d ¢6, hon ¢d manh bao, cho dén
khi co thé c6 mém nhiin vi ny hon nay.

K& tir hom bét dau nghi hé xéc dinh quan hé v6i nhau, anh phat hién minh cang ngiy cang thich cam gidc nay.

Anh tha ¢6 ra, vAn gia bd t6 vé buc doc, khong cho ¢6 nhin thiy hanh phiic nho nho trong long minh.

“Anh...” Thé Phan lu6n bj loai hanh vi “th6 bao” nay ctia anh lam cho ndi khdng thanh 161,

“Néu em con dam phé binh kiéu toc ctia anh nita thi anh s tro mit.” Anh gia v nghién ring nghién loi, nhung bi ¢6 cudi vi d nhin thau.
“Pugc rdi,” ¢ chia hai tay ra, “Nhung ma rrﬁy nguoi kia dau 0i? Bon ho mudn qua di, xe s{ip chay roi...”

hai nguoi dang dimg & cira bén xe dudng dai ron rang nhén nhao, nhin xung quanh, gin dén gir khoi hinh méi phat hién toan b thanh vién ctia “trai hé
ctia nhom thich quan sat thién van” chi con lai hai ngudi bon ho.




“Bon ho dang lam cai quy gi thé?” Thé Phan chdng nanh, vé nit phan nd.

“Khong biét...” Vién TS Van diit ba 16 dudi chd ngdi ctia minh, vé mit binh finh.

Nhung trong long anh. . .ciing rat khén trurong —— méy tén kia ¢6 18 ndo ¢b y khong dén?

“Ching ta c6 nén xudng xe hay khong?” C6 chan nan hoi.

“Tai sao,” anh gia v t0 vé nghi hodc, “Néu dén thi phai di chu.”

Cb nira tin nira ngd nhin anh, cudi cting van thoai mai git dau, tir trong ba 16 By ra do an vit ma an.

Trong long Vién T6 Van bat dic di cudi khd, o gai nay. . .that 1 dé lira. ..

Dich dén cuia bon ho 12 Xa Son, trude khi xuit phét da dt bén phong tai khich san dia phuong, vén i bon nam bon ni, hign gis chi con hai ngudi ho. ..
Anh khoanh tay, c6 chut khong tu nhién liéc nhin c6 & bén canh, theo théi quen ma bin moi, ¢6 16t cude co y thire dugc tinh nghiém trong ctia van dé
khong ha?!

Téi khéach san, hai ngudi déu t iy gidy chimg minh dt trén quiy, cb gai tiép tan twoi cudi kha ai noi: “Thé thi hién tai chi cAn mdt phong thdi phai
khong?”

“A, khong phéi, khong phai.”” Thé Phan voi vang xua tay, dau kc hur nhu trong boi, “hai, hai phong don. ..

Cb gai kia ngAn ngudi, nhin hai nguoi ho, cubi ciing ngai ngiing iy ra hai tim thé mo cira: “Vang vang, xin Ibi.”

“Nay,” lic vao thang may 1én Au, Vién T6 Van cudi ndm dudi toc ngwa cia ¢b, “Bo dang vira rdi clia em rét budn cudi”

“C6 gi budn cudi...” Mt co do lén.

Thang méy phét ra tiéng “dinh’” trong tréo, anh khong tra o4, mé chi mim cudi di ra ngoai, dé lai c6 & phia sau girong méit nhin.

hai ngwoi tré vé phong thu xép ba 16 mot chit, rdi xuét phat di leo i, dau Théng chin Xa Son vén rét oi birc, nhat | budi trwa. C6 1€ bdi vi thoi tiét, xe
cap tai chan nui khong c6 ai, sau khi mua vé lién lap tirc dén phién ho, xe cap bang sat tan ra chut mii huong chay ndng, chd ngodi di nhién cling nong
theo.

“N6ng mubn chét!” Bon ho miit ddi mit, mdi ngurdi ngdi mdt bén, Thé Phan ding stre lau md hoi, sic mit do bimg,

“Chiu dyng chit di, con hon 1 tir dudi tréo Ién.”” Mic du ciing rt nong, Vién T6 Van nhu khong hé dé y.

“May tén gian tra kia,” ¢o béng nhién nghién ring nghién loi, “Nhét dinh nhin thiy thoi tiét nhu vay, mot dam ngdi trén & nha mo diéu hoa, cho nén ca
dam cho chung ta leo cayroi...”

“_..”Vién T6 Van cudi kh, em mudn nghi vy ciing. . khong c6 gi khong thé.

“haiz. . .sdp hét hé 101, c6 ndi, “Qua miy ngdy nita em s& xuét phét.”

Anh nhin ¢4, n6i: “Khong phai tot im sao, dwoc di My choi.”

C6 bét churde anh bin mdi, khong ndi gi, séc mét nhur B vui khong noi.

“Sao vay?”” Anh vuron tay kéo bim toc & trude nguc co.

C6 van khong néi gi, qua that liu moi than thé néi: “Nhung em khong mubn roi khoi anh. ..

Anh ngin nguoi, trong nhdy mit sy rung dong hr6t qua trdi tim.

Loai rung dong ndy rat dic biét, nhur .. .d4y ong c6 gi d6 bét diu khoi dong, khién anh cam nhin dioc hanh phic tir day long,

Anh bdng nhién dmg lén ngdi xudng bén canh ¢, xe cap nho nho boi vi hanh ddng ndy ciia anh ma mét théing bang lung lay vai cai, ¢6 s¢' t6i mitc hét am
Ién, tiéng kéu d6 tham chi c6 the hinh dung 1a “‘vang vong khe nii”, nhung gidy ti€p theo, am thanh nay khong chit do dy da bi anh ngén chan.

“Pay | cai gi?”” Vién T6 Van ngdi trén ghé da tai dinh nti, nhin thiy hop den trong tay Thé Phén, anh nhiu my.
““May chyp anh ly lién’ do, nha qué!” C6 hi hody vai c4i, chinh goc do xa.

Pugc rdi, anh thira nhin minh chi thiy thir d6 choi nay trong tivi, nhung d6 1 vi anh khong hé himg thia voi chuyén nay.



“Chiing ta chup anh di, ding may nay s& ¢6 hinh lién d4y!” C6 curdi noi.

“Khong mubn.” Anh bi moi.

C6 tir dong dén phia sau anh, 6m anh tir déng sau, dudi canh tay ra cAm méy dit trude nit: “Chyp di, dimg méc c3!”

“_..” Trong nhdy mét bd hrng anh ctng ngdic, ¢6 khong hé kiéng dé mi ké sat hai “thi’” kia trén lung anh. . khién anh cam thiy rit “kho chiu’”.
“Cuoinha,” ¢d ndi, “M0ot, hai, ba, cheese!”

Sau mdt tiéng “ring ric” ky quai, trong cai hop nho miu den c6 thé nghe duoc co cai gi do dang van chuyén, mot lat sau, tir miéng day may anh chay ra
mot tim hinh.

“A...” Thé Phan thit vong noi, “Anh khong ¢6 cuoi...”

Anh cAm tAm anh, nghithﬁm, thé nay thi bao anh lam sao cudi duoc. ..

“Chyp thém tAm nita.” C6 nhan nhé mét may, nhur 1a rat khong hai long,

Anh lai xua tay: “Budi t5i trd vé rdi chup, noi ndy nong qua.”

N6i xong, anh bo tAm anh vio ba 16 ctia minh, sau d6 Jy ra mdt goi thude 14, ding miéng ngam mot diéu, nhung con chura chim lira thi da bi ¢6 doat y.
“Xin dirng hit thudc tai noi cong cong, cam on.”

Anh chi bt dic di iéc nit: “Bm quan nhidu chuyén that.”

Khi hai ngurdi dén dai thién vin Xa Son thi & bon rudi, nhin vién tai cira n6i voi ho da déng cira rdi, hai ngudi déu nglly ngan.

“Nhung ms,” Thé Phén chura tir bo y dinh ndi, “T6 trurdng clia ching t6i ndi s& md cira mudn ma.”

“Do6 1a khi c6 nhitng su kién thién van dac biét mdi md ctra vao budi téi, hon nita, chi mo ctra cho du khach dac biét thoi”” N6i xong nhan vién cuoi lich
su, xoay nguoi lam chuyén cua minh.

“Tai sao lai nhu vay...” Thé Phan thét vong,

“Néu bubi ti khong thé ngiim sao thi con goi i dai thién van Bm gi ha. ..” Vién T6 Van ciing khong nhin dugc ma oan gian.

Nhung miic dit vay, bon ho van khong tir bé muc dich ctia chuyén di nay, quyét dinh & lai dinh ni tu minh ngim sao.

“Emc6 caindy...” Tir trong ba 16 Thé Phan Ay ra rit nhiéu do an viit va db udng, con c6 mot tim trai ding di da ngoai.

“Em gioi that.” Vién TO Van “bat déc di” khen ngoi.

“Trai hé duong nhién phai dem theo nhitng thir iy, bang khong anh b6 gi trong ba 16?”

Anh nhéch khoe miéng, khong tra 1o

Nguoi ¢ lai dinh niti ngim sao ciing khong it, co rat nhidu ngudi con mang theo kinh vién vong chuyén nghiép ctia minh dén, boi Vi troi trong, bau troi vao

budi ti c6 vé cang trong veo, twa nhur trén man san khau mau xanh tham treo day kim curong vang lp lanh. Tt ca moi nguoi ngang dAu mé mén ngim
bau troi diy sao, quén di moi hanh phiic va bi thirong, chi muén hoa nhip ban thén vao trong vii tru v bién vo han, ding anh niit dé chinh minh tuéng

tuong ra.

"[hé Ph4n giéng nhu nhitng nguoi khac 0m hai chin ngéj duéi’dét, g6 dém tl}éi 61, ¢0 bét gidc rut vai, bdng nhién c6 ngudi 6m Ky ¢ tir phia sau, mt
tam chan thit day can gié bao boc than thé bon ho, khién ¢d am ap trong budi t6i miia ha hoi lanh lanh nay.

“Trong ba 16 anh mang. . .c4i ndy sa0?” C6 quay dau nhin anh, rau trén cim anh dam vao trén c6 hoi dau, nhung ¢ khong hé dé .
“Um...” Anh thu chit khuyu tay, ngo ngac nhin khong trung, bt gidc ding cim co 1én mé co.

C6 cudi mudn né tranh, nhung bi anh 6m cang chat hon, 16t cude c6 khdng gidy dua nita, chi king king ndm trong 1dng anh, méic cho dong chay tinh yéu
tran ngdp trai tim minh.

“Nay,” 4m thanh ctia anh tram thip ma khan khan, “Em c6 thé & bén anh khong. ..
‘“?’?

“Ludn ludn & bén anh. . .”” Anh khdng nhin ¢, nhung canh tay lai 6m chit hon.
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Hbc miét ¢6 hoi d6, nhe nhing ndm Ay mu ban tay anh, ding long ngén tay v& vong tron, sau do mim cudi git dau: “Um.

Tbi hom dé trén dwong xudng nii, hai nguoi déu khong n6i gl, dudng nhu cam nhan duoc thir gi 6 & trong long nhau, nhung lai khong n6i 13, khong thé
ndird rang,

Trd vé cira phong khach san, Thé Van cti dAu ding thé md cira, khong dam nhin anh: “Vay. . .em vé phong ddy. ..”
“Um...” Anh ctii dAu kn tiéng, nhung bo dang nhur 1 khong tan thanh.

Cb nghi hoic ngang d4u nhin anh, 4nh it anh rét ky la, giéng nhu . . .c6 mot strc hip dan khién nguoi khac khong thé khang cur, nhin thing vao ddy
long co.

“Em...” C6 ct tiéng, nhung khong biét minh mudn ndi gi, “Un. . .ngii ngon. ..”

“Ngi ngon. ..” Anh kh& néi, xoay nguoi huéng vé phong minh.

Nhung mdi di hai bude, anh bdng nhién quay ngudi lai, mdt tay bét Ay vai ¢d, bat dau hon cd mdt cach tho bao.
C6 ciing hon tra anh, méc dii ddu vai bi anh néim hoi dau, nhung c6 van hon tra anh.

Anh déy cira phong ¢ ra, 6mcd di vao, ding strc dong cira lai, rdi ddy c6 1én twong tiép tuc hon manh bao, cho dén khi co khong thd duge ma theo
ban ning day anh ra.

Ca phong chi nghe duoc tiéng thes ddc ctia hai nguoi, Thé Phan cam thiy hai ma minh ndng Ién, toan than ctmg ngic khong thé nhiic nhich, trong long co
rat s¢ hai nhung cling mang theo mdt chit khat vong.

Ho nhin nhau, khong ai ndi gi, nhu la mu6n nhin ra gi d6 tir trong anh it ctia d6i phwong, nhung trong dau 1 khoang trdng khong thé dé nén, hoan toan
trbng rong triét dé.

Bong nhién, anh cti dau, nhe nhang hon cd, ding mdt loai diu dang ma ngay cd anh cting khong tuong tuong ra duoc, tira nhu ¢6 1a nguoi duy nhét déng
dé anh 16 ra mot it diu dang ¢ tan sdu ddy long minh. Anhom]ayco theo ban ndng coi ra moc cai 40 ngue sau lung co, sau do run ry vudt ve bo
lung ¢4, xwong quai xanh cua ¢, bau ngue ctia ¢d, anh ¢6 thé cam nhan duoc ¢6 bdng nhién cimg ngfic, nhung anh van khong dimg tay, ¢6 1&. . khong
thé dimg tay.

Anh 6m c6 dat ¢ Ién giuong, anh nam én ngg(‘n' ¢d, hon tran cd, mit cd, cdm cd, vai cd, con ¢6 noi man cam kia. Anh nghe duoc c6 goi tén anh, vi thé
anh ndm Ry hai canh tay c¢6 dang s¢ hdi ma day anh ra, anh ngdi ddy nhin thang co.

“Anh mudn em....”
Cb ciiing nhin anh, trong mit c6 tia sang khac thurong, trong c6 vé bi rdi.

C6 tram nic thit 1au, khién anh bat giac so haii, anh nghi réing c6 & tir chdi, nhung bat ngo. . .c6 mim mdi, mang theo nu curdi ngwong nging, git dau voi
anh.

“D6i, doi. . bung khong?” Tir sém Vién T6 Van da nghi ra rt nhiéu 16i s& n6i voi Thé Phan khi c6 thirc ddy, nhung lic ¢6 md nit mil md nhin anh, anh
lai ngdly ngoc, chi nghi ra dugc cau nay.

«.. Khong, khong d6i bung.” Khudn mit co do 1én xdu hd, vira I ra ding sau vira kéo chéiin bao boc minh, nhung bdng nhién, ¢6 cam thiy trong tim
cua minh nhur 14 bién mat, sau d6 ca nguoi ng trén mit dat.

Vién T6 Van nhin sac nit d6 bumg cua ¢, dau tién anh ngo ngac, sau d6 curoi ha ha, rdi viron tay kéo ¢6 1én, ding chan boc lay co thé cua anh va o,
anh van vé cam c6 noi: “Co doi khiem...”

‘K???

«...That sy rat ngéc.”

Chiéu nay ngdi trén xe buyt dudng dai trd vé, Vién T6 Van vira nhdm it lai ién ngi ga ngii gét, Thé Phan kho hiéu nhin anh: “Anh rat budn ngi sao?”
“Um,” anh dong d4y chan, nhim niit ndi, “Téi hom qua ca dém khong ng. ..

“Tai sao...” Thé Phan d6 mat hoi, boi vi mic du ngiy hom qua kim cho dén khuya. . .nhung chinh ¢6 d ng thing dén 11 gid méi day.

Anh mé mdt mét nhin c6, sau do tién lai gan thip giong néi: “Boi vi anh so lic anh dang ngii em s& chay mit ...”



“Tai sao em phai chay mt...”
“Trén tivi khong phai du dién nhur thé w, dong cira tit dén, sang sém hém sau chi con lai nam chinh. . .”” N6i xong, anh nhém nit lai ngi tiép.
“_..” Thé Phan khong khoi bét déc di suy nghi, anh rdt cude [ loai nguoi gi day?

Sau khi t6i bén xe‘réi, anh khiing khiing muén dua c6 vé nha, vi thé ho ngdi trén xe buyt cong cong hau nhur khong cé mdt bong ngudi, trén con dudng
chong chanh ho déu suy nghi tAm sy cua riéng minh.

“Chirng ndo thi em xudt phat?”” Anh hoi.

“A...cubi tuAn nay.”

“Um,” anh vuron tay, ndm tay 6, bdng nhién trong 1ong c6 ndi budn méinh Liét, “C6 thé dimg di hay khong. ..”
“Thir tur tudn sau 14 sinh nhat anh. ..”

“Sinh nhét anh khong phai vao Thang sdu u?” C6 kinh ngac hdi.

“Ky that 1a Thang chin, ba me anh vi dé anh di hoc sém mdt chit nén da stra lai.”

C5 nhin anh, bong nhién n6i: “Héa ra anh nhé hon em. . .em trai...”

Anh ciling nhin c6, bi bd dang cua ¢6 choc cuoi: “V& sau khong duge noi tir nay trurdc mét con trai.”
“Tir na0?” Cd biét 1o van héi.

“Emn6i dil” Anh trimg mét, ndm tay c6 chét hon.

“O trude mat anh ciing khong duoc n6i sao?” C6 khong so chét hoi.

Nhung chéing biét tai sao, anh thich nhin b dang quat cudng ciia ¢o: “Ngoai anh ra...”

“0...” C6 nglra da n6i, “Em trai.”

Vién T6 Vén gian ti mit, cti dau mudn hon cd, nhung bi ¢d né tranh.

“Anh yén tim di, thtr tu tun sau em & tir dai duong xa x6i bén kia goi dién thoai cho anh, s€ khong tang qua sinh nhat, boi vi Thang sau da tang 1oL
Co6 cuoi di dom

“Khong duoc,” anh mang theo giong diéu nhdng nhéo, “Sau niy em déu phai tang qua cho anh vio Théng sau va Thang chin.”
“Anh tham lam qua di.”

“Khong tang ciing dugc,” anh 6m cd n6i, “Thi ding em dén bu...”

“Khong muén, em nhin thiy c4i dau vang hoe ctia anh thi cam thiy tirc gidn rdi.”

“Taisa0?” Anh to vé bat mén.

“Chi I rét ttre gian!”

C6 1am bd khong hai long quay dau qua chd khéc, nhung nu cudi noi khoe miéng lai khong thé x6a di.

Téi thr bay, Thé Van vé nha, voi vang chay vé phong minh, khong phét hién Thé Phan dang cdm stp dau me ndu Eing 18 theo vao.

Thé Van ngdi truée ban hoc, thit can thin Fy ra mot phong thr, phong thur miu vang nhat boc Fy gy viét thur mau vang nhat, trén d6 chi c6 may chit
van tat, nhung ban tay Thé Van cam giay lai nhu 1a dang run ray.

“Oh...” Thé Phén van king I& tron phia sau em gai nhin khong durgc thit lén, “Pay 1 ctia Thach Thy Than ——
Nhung con chura n6i xong thi d bi Thé Vén che miéng lai, ¢6 trimg to nit nhin em gai, khong khoi cudi 1o én.
Thé Van tha c6 ra, dong ctra phong lai, khong duge tu nhién noi: “Chi nhd giong chut.”

Thé Phan cAm ]fiy bc thu ctia Thach Thy Thin, dung giong di¢u la ing doc 1én: “Thé Van: t& c6 mdt vin d& uén gitt & trong long van chua hoi cau,



chinh 13: ¢ phai cdu udn coi t6 a ngudi anh em khong? Néu cau hoi to mdt cau gidng nhur vay, cau tra 10 ciia t6 1. . khong c6. Bt dau tir nam 16p 11,
da khong con nhur the. Cho nén xin céu hily suy nghi nghi€ém tiic vé van dé ctia td, sau d6 ndi cho t& bict dap an, duoc chir? Té van s€ cho.”

“Tra lai cho em...” Thé Van mudn gianh lai birc thur trong tay chi miy lan, nhung déu khong thanh cong,

“Wow. ..” Thé Phan doc thur xong thi tra lai em gai, “Anh chang mot sach nay thinh thoang ciing ndi rt thing nhi. ..
“Ai can chi lo!” Thé Van bdi rdi gap thur lai, can than bo lai vao trong phong thr.

“Em dinh tra 10i anh ta thé nao?”

“_..” Thé Vén ngo ngac cin mbi, nhin ¢, bdng nhién ndi, “Ching ta c6 thé. . .dimg hoan d6i khong?”
“Ha?!”

“Em....em cam xiic bay gio hoi r6i loan, khong mubn di. ..”

Thé Phén nhiu nsy, nédm canh tay em gai ndi: “Nhung trude d6 khong phai da ban xong xudi rdi sao, cau ciing da xin nghi phép roi. Chuyén ndy va cam
xUc ¢0 lién quan gi chir. . .Ja vi Thach Thu Than ha?”

Thé Van chan chir gt dau, khong néi nira.
“Em thich anh ta?”

“Em...”

cam

“Emnghi. ..co € 1a thich...”

“Nhung tai sao em khong tré 10i chic chéin?” Thé Phén ndy ra ¥ nhi, ding giong di¢u ira phinh n6i, “Chimg t em con chua xéc dinh tim y cita minh,
chi cam thiy dy B mdt co hi rat tot.”

s

“Néu 1ndi trong hai tuan em khong gap mit anh ta, 0 I8 ——a khong, la chéc chin—— emc6 thé hiéu 13 tim ¥ ctia chinh minh. Néu emnh6 anh ta,
dieu d6 chirng minh em c6 tinh cdm véi anh ta; néu khong phai thi chimg té rang em chi xem anh ta 1a mdt ngudi ban than ma théi. .. Emhiéu y chi
khong?”

Thé Van nhin ¢4, nhur hiéu nhu khong git dAu, nhung anh mét van con do du.

Thé Phan mim mdi, nim bé vai em gai, n6i: “Tin chi di, chi s€ khong tra em dau, doi hai tun sau em tr6 vé, tt ca déu i cAu Véng sau con nua a,

khong diing, 1a chin tuéng rd rang ciing khong phéi, ndi thé nao nhi, tom lai 1 ¢6 loi cho em!”

Vi thé cubi ciing em gai van cudi khd dong y, Thé Phan ciing cudi, nhung nu cudi ciia ¢d rét ngot ngio, sy ngot ngio mang theo hanh phtic.
Liic sdp ngi1 ¢ nhan dugc tin nhdn do Vién T6 Van giri toi.

“21:33:21 ngay mdt em phai di roi...”

“21:34: 10 trm, anh dirng nhé em, em ciing s€ khong nhé anh dau ™

“21:34: 55 ai théemnh em!”

“21:35: 12 vy em tat may ngi ddy.”

“21:35:30 dimg ma...”

Thé Phan ndm sip trén giudng, mim cudi tudng tuong vé mit cta anh Kic nay, nhét dinh 1 tich tu buc boi nhung khong dam néi gi nhi?
“21:36: 45 sao khong goi dién cho em? Guri tin nhin mét chét.”

“21:37: 12 goi dién ndi khdng chirng ba me anh s€ nghe dugc.”

“21:38: 58 anh dinh ndi ra c4i gi m khong thé dé bon ho nghe duoc sao? Hihi...”

“21:39:34 ...... da em lai ngfra rdi phai khong?”’



“21:40: 22 em tit miy ngi day.”

“21:40: 45 dimg ma. ..

C6 chiu dung khong cho minh cudi ra tiéng, tré nguwdi ndm ngira mit lén.
“21:41: 11 anh mudn néi gj thé?”

Anh trim n¥ic rat lau, ¢6 18 13. . .do dur rat Jau roi moi tra 1oi.

“21:45:08 anhnhd em...”

Thé Phan ngo ngéc nhin ba chi¥ ngin gon trén méan hinh di dong, khong biét tai sao, trong long ¢, trong dau cd, ngoai anh ra thi khong chira duoc thir gi
khac.

“21:46: 24 mmmmbo~"’

Péy la mot biéu turgng cam xtic gan ddy rat phd bién trén mang, ¢6 s ma minh, ¢6 hoi ndng, Nhung Vién T6 Van cach mot It moi tra Ioi.
“21:47:45 cainay Ay g?”

“21:48:01 ......J]a hon d6, nha qué!”

“21:48: 55 vay thi emhon I3 duoc 1di, anh con tudng 1a mdt loai khi cong...”

“21: 49: 40 em phai tat méy di ngi.”

Anh khdng ngan can c0 nita, chi noi.

21:50: 15 ngay mai anh téi timem. Ngti ngon, mmmbo~

10.2

Edit: Sam

Trua hom sau, Thé Phan cho dudi u siéu thi I6n gin nhd, tir xa ¢6 da nhin thdy mdt c4i du vang hoe chéi miit di t6i, khuyén tai méu bac trén 16 tai trai
ctia anh loe ra tia sang cao ngao dudi anh mit tréi —— c6 mim cuoi suy nghi, d6 chinh la an twong dau tién cua c6 v anh, cao ngao ma diem tinh,
duong nhu khong dé dang ti€p can.

Nhung sau khi thyre sur hiu biét anh, ¢6 lai cam théyy hoan toan khong nhur vy. Anh thudng thuong t6 vé lanh nhat béi vi anh khong gioi bicu dat chinh
minh, thai d§ ngao man 1a boi anh ngai ngling c6i md long minh trude mét ngudi khdng quen biet.

Ky that anh. . .chi Ia mt cau bé to xac khong duoc tu nhién nhung lai dang yéu ma thoi.

“Em doi bao lau rdi?”” Anh dap tit diéu thude ném vao trong thimng rac, sau do cam chai nurée khoang trong tay ubng tmg yre iy ngum
“Khong lau im.” C6 ¢6 gan choc gidn anh trong tin nhéin, nhung khi anh dimg trude nit minh thi ¢6 lai cti dau khong dam nhin anh.
“Em dang xiu hd gi ha...” Anh cudi nim cam cd, dé ¢6 ngang dau nhin minh.

“Khong c6...” Thé Phin vd vao tay Vién T6 Van, khong duoc tw nhién mim moi.

“Nay,” anh n6i, “Ngay mai em phai di roi...”

“Khi ndo thi tré v&?”

“hai tudn nita. . .” C6 nhAn nhin tim tinh nhay nh6t sung swéng, gia vor budn ba lira anh.

“...Launhu vay.”

“Um...”

“Khong thé vé sém mdt chit sa0?”” Am thanh ctia anh nghe ra c6 chit rau ri

“Khong duge, d hen voi cdu & My 16i, qua do true hai ngiy choi, rdi bay 1 trurong tu hop véi nhiing ban hoc khac, tat ca déu sdp xép xong xubi.”
hai Thang trude d6i voi cd ma ndi day Ia chuyén may méan, gio' phit nay lai giong nhu viée It vat thong thuong,



“Puge 1di, hdm nay din em dén modt chd choi.”
‘6()”

Anh dat tay c6, mim cudi néi: “Em di thi biét.”
13 2

Thé Phan ngdi trong rap chiéu phim tdi om, 6m chét bong ngd trong tay, ¢ khan trrong nhim vt lai héa ra, ci goi i “chd choi di thi biét”, chinh

1a rap chiéu phim chiéu phim kinh di.

Bdng nhién, anh dit du ¢b 1én vai minh, thip giong ndi: “Choi vui khong?”’

“...Gat nguoi!” Co vui mit trén vai anh, khong dam nhin man anh Ion.

Anh kh& cuoi, ¢6 khong nhin thiy sdc mt ctia anh, nhung 6 biét anh rét vui vé, nhur 1a thyre hién thanh cong tro dia dai.
Xem phim xong, anh dira ¢6 di an com, d mdt nha hang rit dwoc sinh vién ua chudng, db an khong dét, hoan canh lai tot.

Anh chon ruou ¢6 ga mii trai cdy ma ¢6 thich nhét, 1 vi ddo mat ong tron 1an véi dau tdy, o rat mudn cdm ca chai udng vao miéng, nhung anh khong
cho, ché nhur vay khong phai thuc nit, the 1a c6 chi danh cam ong hit, méc du thé c6 van khong giau duge nu cuoi trén mit.

C6 khéu ra bong cai xanh trong dia com gi BO Pio Nha, t6 vé diing tinh hop Iy ndi: “Em an cai ndy s& di tmg.”
Anh khong néi nhidu Iy bong céi xanh an ngay.

Ap xong, anh nél}ntay cd, dua ¢o vé nha. Lic sa'ip dén cira tiéu khu, ¢6 so hang x6m hoac 1a me nhin théy, gidly dua mudn it tay V8, nhung lai bi anh
nam chit, lam the nao ciing khong budng,

“Nay,” anh bdng nhién md miéng, “Chiing ta. . .quen biét bao lau rdi?”
“Prrng ndi em khong nhé chir?” Anh trirng co.
“Séu, bay nidm thi phai, bit du tir hdi cao trung. ..”

“Um....” Anh khong nhin ¢, séc mit hoi mét tyr nhién ma sor mi, “Mic dis chi chinh thite & bén nhau mdi hai, ba Thang thoi, nhung ching ta ciing da
biét nhau mot thoi gian dai. ..

[T 1]

“Iéra..lera...”

“L& ra anh mudn cho sinh nht 1n ndy. . .dwa em vé nha gip ba me anh...”

“Ha...” Thé Phan kinh ngac, khudn niit bat gidc d6 lén.

“Um...” Anh vénh mbi, “Ngay hom qua sau khi giri tin nhéin cho em, anh da nghi, hay | n6i véiba me...”

“,..Chuyén ctia ching ta?”’

“U,” anh git dAu, “Anh von khong mudn néi ra nhanh nhur vAy, boi vi t6i sinh nhét anh em ciing khong 6 tai Throng Hai. ..

“Nhu*‘ng anh khdng nhin dugc da n6i voi ba me, bon ho cling néi mudn gap mit em, cho nén...” Anh d¢ dat nhin c6, hdi, “Chd sau khi em tro vé, theo
anh vé nha. . .gap mit bon ho. . .duoc khong?”

Péu ¢ that sur ctii xubng rat thap, nhung van kh& khang git dau.
Vién T6 Van nd ny cudi, ¢d nging dau, trong thiy gwong mit cudi ngdly ngd ctia anh dudi néing chidu, ¢b bat giac ciing cudi theo.

Budi t0i, hai chi em déng cira phong thu xEp do dac clia Thé Phén, lic trude khi dé xuét viée hodn doi, Thé Phan chi a khong mubn di My, nhung khong
chiu tir bo co hoi hiem thay nay, thé nhung khi nhin thdy em gai thay minh di chuyén nay, c6 lai khong khoi lo lang cho em gai.



“Thudc da day! Thudc da day mang theo chura?!” C6 cudng quyt nhay dung Ién di luc loi.
Thé Van lai khong dé tam dén sur hoang loan ctia ¢6: “Chi da bo vao tii kép trong va ly tir sém.”

“0...” C6 ngdi xubng tiép tuc thu xép hanh ly, “Ding rdi, em c6 ndi véi Thach Thu Than tam thoi khong gip mit khong? Bimg doi dén khi em di rdi,
anh ta t6i tim chi. ..”

Thé Van ngo ngic dimg dong tac trong tay: “Em da n6i v6i anh 4y, cho sau khi chi em tir My trd vé thi s& tra 10 anh 4y, truée d6 bon em dimg gip
[]l'ﬁu.”

“Anh ta khong hoi tai sao u?”

Thé Van [ic dau: “C6 & anh 4y nghii ring em mubn thuong hrong v6i chi rdi moi néi.”

‘GA' 3 .”

“Nhung na. ... chi n6i xem, anh 4y c6 thé nira duong bé cude khong, hodc i twong ring em dang diia gion anh 4y?”

“O...” Thé Phan cudi hi hi nhéo mit em gai, “Nhanh nhur viy d dau Iong cho anh ta 16i?”

“Chi dirng n6i bira!” Thé Vén vd vio tay ¢b, xép quin 4o va sach v gon gang trong va ly hanh .

Thu xep hanh ly xong, hai chi em bit dau trao dbi quan 40, hdi bé hai ¢6 ciing thudng hay choi tro nay, tru6e khingi hoan 6 than phén, doi t6i hom sau
lai d6i tror vé. Song, tudi tac ting dan, “trd chot” nay ddi voi cac ¢b da trd nén nhat nhdo, cac cd luén cb ging lim cho bé ngoai clia minh thoat nhin khac
biét d6i phirong, nhung khi hai ngurdi dimg song song trude guong, lai cam thiy hai con ngudi ctia minh & bén trong, i hai con ngudi ¢6 tinh cach hoan
toan khac nhau.

Bit déu tir thoi so trung, boi vi khong hoc cing 16p, con nguoi va sy vat ma hai ¢o tiép xuc dan dan tach ra 10 rang, nhung budi tdi trude khi ngii hai co
déu thudng hay tan giu vé chuyén ctia nhau, d6i v6i cac ¢6 d6 1 su trao d6i khong co muc dich, chi B mudn biét d6i phirong da lamnhimg g, gip g5
ngudi ndo, da xay ra chuyén gi. C6 1, hai c6 coi dbi phurong nhur i mdt con nguoi khéc ciia minh, mang theo tr trdng néi véi dbi phurong ddng thoi
ciing 14 n6i voi chinh minh.

Thay xong quan 40, Thé Phin mo cira vé& phong ngii ctia Thé Van, trude khi di co bdng nhién quay dau, khé cudi noi: “Chi’, di choi vui vé nhé.”

Sang som hém sau, Thé Phan mo to mit, hit sdu mot hoi, thay quan 4o ctia Thé Van, sic mit binh than rdi khoi phong, ¢6 vira an sang vira nhin em gai
liu rfu v&i me phan nan va ly qua nho, nhan lic me khéng dé v, hai chi em lén nhay mt v6i nhau, nu cuoi tai khoe miéng giong y nhur diic.

Khi xe taxi chay ra duong ngoai, Thé Phan mdi phét hién déy long minh ¢6 cam gidc huu luyén khong roi chéng thé n6i 16, ¢ nhé t6i budi ti no em gai
t0 vé khé xtr ndi “Em khong muon di’, lai nghi dén 16i n6i ctia minh, ¢6 chot cam thay minh c6 chit xao tra.

Ky that ca hai déu biét, em gai chic chén thich Thach Thy Thin, ciing giéng nhur chj vi ngudi minh thich ma khéng nudn roi khoi, c6 nén 10 rang tm
trang ctia em gai. Nhung c6 lai khong cho em gai bat it co hi lra chon ndo, ma dua em gai di trén hanh trinh minh khong muon di.

Ngtii ¢én ddy, c6 khong khoi nhin em gai bén canh, ¢6 gan nhur mudn ndi: hay 1a chi di nhé, em ¢ lai di.

Nhung ma, em gii ciing quay dau nhin ¢6, sau d6 mim mdi, 1o ra mdt nu cudi binh than, gidng nhr dang n6i: dimg lo Fing, em s& nhanh chéng trds vé.

Vi thé ¢6 mim cudi nhe nhdm, nhwr | mot hon d4 to rdt cude lang I& roixuéng

C6 d6i khi, so v6i Thé Van co thiy minh ich ky hon. Bai vi ¢6 luén ¢6 di loai chuyén nan ni em gai di im, ma em gai lai chua bao gior cau xin ¢6 lim gi.
Luong Kién Phi ndi, gitra bat ky anh chi em nao cling ludn ¢6 sur ton tai cta riéng minh, ¢6 1€ ¢6 va The Van s& vinh vien ding phuong thirc nhur vay tiep
tuc chung song voi nhau, cho dén khi tach ra, khong ai ¢6 161 voi ai, khong ai chiém loi cua ai, d6 chi 1a cach song chung cuia hai c6 ma thoi.

Vi thé ¢6 thoai méi, c6 thich phurong thirc ndy, c6 thich cir nhur vy ma & ciing Thé Van, khong c6 gi thit sur ¢6 khéa niing tach hai c6 ra.

Sau khi giri tit ca hanh Iy, “Thé Van” im king d(mg tai chd, “Thé Phan’ liu riu n6i khong ngimg véi me, rdt cude dén thoi gian vao cira, “Thé Phan” tam
biét moi ngudi, rdi di vio cira khiu.

Bdng nhién em gai quay dau lai, mim cuoi vay tay, miéng giéng nhu dang noi: tam biét, tam biét. ..

“Thé VAan” ciing vay tay, trong long thim n6i tam biét, trong chéc lat, trai timc6 c6 cam giac la thurong, hon nita, ¢6 biét nguoi dimg cach cira kinh bén
kia cling c6 cam giac nhur c6. Nhung cd khong bict do 1a céi gi, khdng ai biét, hai c6 ctr tam biét voi nhauw, 16i tam biét sau xa.

Sau ndy, mdi khi nhé lai cénh twong nay, ¢d lubn hoang hot, hinh nhu tai khoanh khéic 4y, s6 phén ctia hai ngurdi da dinh trude. Néu ¢6 thé cho cd tro vé
qua khir, ¢6 hy vong trd lai khoanh khac kia, trd thanh ngurdi von nén bién miét. . .

Co6 va e di ra khoi san bay, ngéi taxi, trén duong vé nha, ¢d dan dén thoat khoi vé u su ban ndly, tAm tinh bat dAu nhay nhot.



C6 gifu mdt cai hop dudi giwdmg, bén trong d6 1 qua sinh nhat i ¢d mudn ting Vién T6 Van. C6 mudn cho anh syt bét ngo trong ngdy sinh nhét, mot
sur bat ngo rat lon, c6 tham chi da nghi xong lam the nao lira anh n6i minh dang & dai dwong bén kia, sau d6 mim cuoi xuat hién trude mit anh. Anh nhat
dinh rat kinh ngac, c6 & s& trong rat ngd ngan, chop mit chang biét c6 nén tin hay khong,

C6 nhin cudi ra tiéng, in qua on lai trén girong, 4nh néng bén ngoai tot Bm, chi vi tim tinh ctia ¢ rat tht.

Cung lic d6, tai mdt cira hiéu cit toc thoi thurgng, Vién T Van ngdi trén ghe da, cho tho cit toc den Tho cit toc Ia mot anh chang mip map nhujm téc
xanh thAm, anh ta chao Vién T Vén, nhai keo cao su ndi: “Thé ndo mudn cit nita a, khong phai tudn trude vira cit roi sao?”

“Khong cit, 1 nhudm téc, nhudm tré vé méu sic ban dau clia t61.”
“Ha? Tai sao, mau nay dep ma...”
Vién T6 Vén binh than cuoi cudi, néi: “Hét cach rdi, ban gai khong thich.”

hai ngay sau tai Thuong Hai, moi ngudi van sinh hoat binh thudng, d6i voi hai nguoi tré tudi tai thanh phd ndy mé n6i, nbi nhé nhung 1An nhau tira nhur
mot ly nwrée am, ling 1€ dat dudi day long, chi can hoi lay ddng, c¢6 thé tran lan moi mdt ngdc ngach.

Trude khi ngd, “Thé Van” dang & trude gwong thir di thir lai chiéc vay vira moi mua, tudng tuong vé mat ca Vién T6 Van khi nhin thdy ¢, ¢6 nhin
khong duge ma cudi rd lén. Trong gurong, c6 1a ¢6 gai tran day hanh phic, dudng nhur c6 thé nhin thay chinh minh khong bao 1au sau, méc b 4o cudi
mau trang, khoat tay ngudi minh yéu, di trén tam tham do.

Lic do, khudn mit bon ho khong con ve ngdy tho nita, chi co ¢b chap va khiing dinh ddi voi twong lai. C6 con nhin thiy mdt ¢o gii glong y nhur ¢6,
dimg trén cling trude dam dong, cudi vy tay voi ¢, vi thé ¢b tung bé hoa cudi, tao thanh dudng cong xinh dep trén khong trung, 16i dimg trong tay o
gaikia.

C6 dong cira tit dén, nim trén girong, trong bong dém ngay ca ban than c6 ciing cam nhan duoc nu cudi trén mét minh,

Péng xa ¢6 xe chay qua, tia sang tring roi vao trin nha t6i om, ¢6 nhim mét, Iong tran dAy vui sudng chd mong ngiy hom sau dén.

Nhung ma, tét ca tt dep va hy vong trong cling mot ngy. . .da bi pha tan.

Muroi hai glo dem, “Thé Van” b tiéng chqéng dién thoai choi tai dg’mh thire trong ban démrﬁnh lang, khi co mo it ra, con chua hoan toan tinh tio, ¢ sO
soang tim dong ho béo thirc nho trén ti dau girong, nhung lam the ndo cting khong tim thy. Qua vai gidy, ¢6 sure nhé minh dang ¢ trong phong em gai,
vi thé ¢d trd ngudi, quyet dinh khdng thém nghil nita hién tai [a may gio.

C6 nghe duoc tiéng bude chan thong tha ctia me vang Ién, sau d6 chubng dién thoai khong kéu nita, c6 nghe me n6i cau “A 167, ¢ tuong nguoi nao do
20i 16n 56, hoic 1 dién thoai giy r6i, ¢6 twdng rang me s& ctp méy, néu gip phai nguoi ddy dua khong 15, ¢6 & ba s& ming thing thimg,

Nhung e nay, me khong n6i gi, tham chi ic 6 budn buc kéo chin 1én che mit, lai ching ¢6 chut 4m thanh ndo, tht gidng nhur. . tiéng chudng dién
thoai kia ching qua 14 ao giac cua cd.

Qua thit Ay, ¢ khong nhé 1 bao au, ¢6 chi nghe me nhe nhang ndi mdt chit “Ha. ..”, sau d6 hinh nhur ¢6 tiéng céi gi rdt xudng, khién c6 lp tire ngdi
day.

C6 bdng nhién ¢6 du cam xAu, vo cling xAu, tham chi hd hap ciing tré nén hon loan.

C6 mo ctra phong, bude chén lao dao chay t6i phong khach, ¢6 nhin thay me cam dng nghe dién thoai ngi ngdi xubng dét, trong bong dém, ¢d khong
thiy 16 sic nit clia ba, nhung 6 biét khudn mit me roi day nude nmit.

“Sao thé a...” C6 hoang s¢ hoi.
“Céau con. ..” Me nghen ngao, n6i khong ra loi.

Trong long ¢d hét hoang, turdng ring cau xay ra chuyén g, ¢d voi vang gianh iy dién thoai “A 16” méy tiéng, nhumg du day bén kia lai truyén dén 4m
thanh ctia ciu.

“Chi 0i? Chi 0i?” Gipng Thuong Hai ctia cau hoi hon loan va khong luu loat.

Co m}(”')n tl]ét ra “Chéu [ Thé Phan, chuyén gi a?”, nhung trong phit chdc, ma xui quy khién c6 nhin nhin, nhung trong 1ong bdng nhién chot lanh, lanh
dénnoi co gan nhu n6i khong ra 1oi: “La chau...”

“Thé Van?!” Am thanh & dau day bén kia rét lo Eing.
Cb nghe duoc tiéng khoc ctia em ho modi sinh, mo nhod giong db danh, 4m thanh ciing run riy.

“Thé Van...” Cau nghen ngio, “Thé Phén c6 & da xay ra chuyén. . .hoémnay ki mdt ngy tai hoa...”



Trai tim ¢6 p tic ngimg dép, c6 khong biét cai gi 1 ngay tai hoa, co chi biét “Thé Phan”. . .da xay ra chuyén.
“Budi sang cau vira dura con bé dén Newark, sau khi trd vé chot nghe trong tivi dura tin n6i Trung tAm Thuong mai Thé giéi ctia New York bi may bay

danh bom, sau d6...” Camxic cua cau rat kich dong, nhu 1a khdng néi dugce, cach that 1au mdi ndi, “Tin tirc ndi ré.ng, mot chiéc may bay tir Newark
cat canh di California da roi xudng Pennsylvania. .. Cau vdi vang ki€m tra chuyén bay sO may. .. chinh 1a chuyén bay cua Theé Phan...”

[T 1]

C5 khong thbt nén o, thoi gian ngirg lai, thé gioi ding im, trude it cérvﬁn xuét hién ¢6 gai nhan dugc bé hoa cudi do ¢6 tung Ién, ny curoi cia ¢6 gai
ngot ngao nhu vay, dén ndi. . .bat cr ai nhin thay ciing s& hy vong cd gai ay ¢d theé song hanh phiic.

Thé nhung. . .c6 nghe dugc trong 1dng minh ¢6 mdt am thanh néi: c6 gai dy khong thé doi dén ngay do. ..

Ong nghe dién thoai tir trong tay ¢0 rét xubng, ¢o nhin thiy anh dén ctia chiéc xe & ding xa chiéu Ién trin nha, n6 vén nén ¢6 anh sang mau tring, nhung
c6 khong nhin thay, chang thay gi hét.

C6 nham mét, ngi xudng dat, chi nghe dugc me yéu 6t goi tén ¢6, sau d6 ¢d mit di y thirc.

Khi ¢6 tinh lai, trude mét 3 mdt méng méu xam, & gitta con kém theo mau vang loang 16 d6 12 mau sic trin nha ctia phong bénh tai bénh vién.
C5 1am c6 hong minh phat ra chit Am thanh, Iap tirc ¢ ngwi di qua nhin co.

La Tir Mic, séc mit khong tot Eim, nhung trong mt lai 16e ra mdt tia vui sudng,

“Cau. . tinh rdi. .. Am thanh v6n chét phéc ciia Tir Mic nghe ra rét vui mimg,

“Thé...” C6 mudn thét ra “Thé Van”, nhung boi vi cb hong kho khéc nén cd dung lai, “Sao 12"

Tia sang trén mét Tir Mic bdng nhién am dam, ling ta ling ting nhd giong n6i: “Chi cu. . e ring. ..”

C6 m6 miéng, mudn khoc hodc 1 ho to, nhung Bm thé ndo ciing khong thé phat ra tiéng

Cb chi co thé am thim hét Ién trong long, nhung tiéng thét do6 tran ngdp dau oc ¢d, so voi that sur hét Ién thi cang khién ¢o phat dién.

“Thé Van. . .mubn udng nurée khong?” Tir Mic cam ly trén ban dura t6i miéng 6, can thin dit ¢6 udng, “Cau da hon mé miy ngdy roi, me cau. . .rat sbt
rudt, vira lam thu tyc, wira phdi téi cham séc cau...”

“May ngay? Thi tuc?. ..”” C6 nudt nude xubng cb hong, ngo ngac nhin Tir Mic.

‘Um, ba me ciu sép di My.. .Jam chit chuyén. . .c6 lién quan dén. .. Thé Phan....” Ta Mic nhin ¢d, khong biét nén ndira sao.

“A, cAu co cam thiy kho chiu chd ndo khong? Néu ¢6 t6 lp tie di goi bac singay...”

C6 ngo ngac lic dau. Co cam thiy trai tim dau Eim, nhu 1 bi nguoi ta de 1én khong tho ndi, ngay ca ic ho hip ciing thiy dau; dau 6¢ ¢6 trong rdng,
nhung tiém thire khong ngtrg hién 1én du loai hinh anh, c6 khong phan biét rd rang cindo I that, caindo Ia gia, thim chi.. .cd khong phén biét chinh
minh bay gio 1 chin thit, hay 1a moi thir déu chi [a mdt gidc mong?

C6 nhdm it lai, cdu nguyén trong long, ¢6 thé doi dén khi ¢ md it Jin nita, nit troi tir ngoai cira s6 dang dang Ién, thoi tiét van oi bire khién nguoi ta
buc boi, cude dién thoai trong démkia chi la canh trong mo, ma em gai da bién mat trong mo lai diu dang mim cuoi véi ¢ Ian nita hay khong. . .
“Thé Van,” T Mic bdng nhién ding mot loai giong dicu diu dang mé trude nay chura timg c6 néi, “That su [ t6t qua...”

... C6 chamrai quay du, nhin Tir Mic, nhu [ con chua thé tir trong mo' quay v& hién thyc.

“T6 biét, t& khong nén nghii vy. . .nhur vAy s& rit c6 161 v6i Thé Phén. .. Nhung ms, cdu khong co viée gi that su 1 tt qua, that sw ot Bm. .. Tt Mac thi
thao, trong mit ngan I, nhung nu cudi trén mét mang theo chiit vui sudng, mot loai vui sudng d6i voi ngudi con song.

C6 nhdm mit, vin ndm do, trong d4u hién ra khudn mit ma cd quen thudc, nhung c6 khdng phan biét 16 rang. . .do6 1t cude 1 ¢d, hay Ia Thé Van?

Co trd nén trﬁ}n lang, moi ngq(‘)i, ba me, than thl'c}}, bap be, ban }}c_)c, d?;u cam théy “Thé Van” cang trAm mic hon trude kia, bon ho biét nguyén do,
nhung danh bat Iuc, chi ¢é theé dau long vi c6, mudn co i, lai chang biét nén noi tir dau.

MBbi mit nguoi dén trude girong bénh hoi thim cd déu nhur vy, déu khong ngoai 6.

C6 1an huot nghe duroc du loai tin tire tir nhitng ngudi khac, chuyén bay kia sau khi cét canh khoi New Jersey ching bao Iau thi b khong tic, nghe ndi la



mudn dam vao Nha Trang hogc | Lau néim Géc, nhung cudi ciing roi xudng ving nong thon tai Pennsylvania, moi nguoi trén méy bay déu chét, khong ai
may mén thoat khoi. Céi tén “Vién The Phan” 10 rang in trén danh sach mi cong ty hang khong dua ra, ¢ trén tivi, internet d&u phat tin. Ba me nhanh
chong lam xong thii tuc di My, ngdy mdt s& xuét phét, me khong yén tim vé ¢d, nhung ¢6 chi ngo ngac ic dau, ching ndi gi ca.

Mbi ngay Tir Mac déu dén tham ¢d, lamban vdi ¢6, mic dilrnhiéu lac ¢6 chi léng lang chim dém trong suy nghi cua minh, khong phét hién xung quanh
thay doi. C6 khong c6 bénh, ¢6 hiéu rat 18, c6 I& me cling biét, bac si cling biét. . .moi nguoi déu biet! C6 chi la khong mudn, cting khong con stre lyc tro
ve doi mat véi can nha kia, cén phong trong khong kia. . .ctng véi sy that dang s¢ khién ngudi ta tuyét vong,

Mot dém trude khi me di, me mang dén bénh vién tat ca hanh Iy phai xach di ngay hém sau, noi mudn & cing ¢6 mdt dém, sau d6 dén thing san bay. Co
gt dAu, nhin tran nha, ¢b y khong nhin thay me ling 1& roi nurée mit.

Nitra dém ¢ tinh lai, bong dén trén hanh lang xuyén qua cira kinh chiéu vao khudn niit me dang ngi, c6 siing so nhin khudn mt kia, tai nhot ma wu sau.
Diing vdy, trong mdt dém, ba mét di mt dira con gii, dira kia thi. . Jai khién nguoi ta phai lo Eing, bét luin 13 ai gip dugc chuyén nhu vay déu s& sup d6
thoi. .. Nhung me khong c6, lic binh thurong ¢ khong nhin thiy sy kién curdng ciia ba, nhung 1n nay ba Ay ra tat ca diing khi, kién dinh im nhimng
chuyén ba nén lam

C6 roi nudc mit, miy ngly qua, Jan dAu tién ¢6 roi nude nit, d6 khong phai la murde mat ctia mdt minh ¢4, ma 1 ctia ¢d va em gai Vi tat ca moi
ngudi yéu thirong hai c6, vi tat ca moi nguoi boi vay ma dau khd, vi tat ca moi ngudi ¢d vii ¢d tré nén kién cudng, vi ba me, viban be. .. ciing 14 vi chinh
céc cO.

Trong long ¢6 duong nhur ¢ @i d6 bét dau chuyén dong, mdt y nghi trong dau, y nghi hoang duong lai khién ¢6 khong thé giii thodt ban thén, giong nhur
dai duong dién cudng gao thét ap vé phia co.

C6 gan nhu mudn khoc to, nhung ¢6 nhin xudng, nhim it lai, thily triéu dém t6i din dan Fing xudng, trong long c6 yén tinh. . .14 loai yén tich bao phi
trong bong t6i vo han vo bién.

Ngay hom sau, trude khi me dicd da 1 ra mdt nu cuoi binh than, d6 14 nu cuoi thuge vé& Thé Van. Me nhin cd véi vé phtre tap, 1ot cude ba ciling yén
tAm curoi tam biét ¢o.

Budi chidu lic Tir Mic dén, ¢6 nhd Tir Mic mang my quyén séch toi, Tir Mic vui vé dong v, trén khudn mit khong gioi dn ndi kia lai xuat hién tia sang
hanh phic.

C6 van khong n6i nhidu Fim, nhung ¢6 khong trdm nic nita, ¢6 chao hoi mdi mot ngurdi dén tham co, sau do6 16 ra nu cudi nhat khd mi nhén ra sy thay
d6i, ¢6 hy vong nu cudi nay khién ngudi ta cam thiy nhe nhdm.

Téi nay, mot nguoi co khong ngd t6i bdng nhién xudt hién trude giudng bénh ciia ¢b, anh ta lo Eing nhin ¢6, trong it duong nhu c6 gi d6 p loe.

“Vién Thé Van...” Thach Thu Than vung vé dit hoa tuoi trén t diu girdng clia ¢d, khong cé Io hoa, anh ta cling chéng biét nén cim & dau, béi vi thm
tu ctia anh ta khong dét trén bo hoa.

“_..”” C6 nhin anh ta, ngo ngén n6i khong ra 1oi.

“Cau khoe khong. ..”” Anh ta nhfu may, nhin c6 k¥ cang.

C6 voi vang xoay it qua khong nhin anh ta, trong long lai dang run ry, sw run riy khong thé kiém ché duoc.
“Té da nghe ndi chuyén ctia chi cau, t6 ciing rét budn, nhung ma. . .t6 cang lo king cho cau hon...”

“_..” C6 can mdi, s¢ minh bit cin s& hét am lén.

“Thi Tir Miic n6i, sang nay me cu di rdi, cho nén t& mudn. . .dén tham cau. . .”

“Vién Thé Van?”

“Um...” C6 Ién tiéng, nhung khong biét nén tra o1 anh ta thé ndo.

Thach Thu Than nhin ¢6, nhin c6 thét 1Ay, bdng nhién anh ta vuron tay diu dang s& dau c6: “Néu cau dau khé thi c6 thé muron bo vai cia t6...”
N6i xong, anh ta di dén mép girong, nhe nhang dat dau c6 1én vai minh.

Tgong nhay pﬁt, trong dﬁy c0 thoang l)ién rAt nhiéu hinh anh, Thé VAn run run dg)c thur tc">r tinh, Thé VAn e then n6i minh thich Thach Thu Than, Thé Vén
bat dac di dong y hoan ddi véi ¢, Thé Van tai san bay duong nhu trong sau tham da biet ¢ chuyén gi ma khong ngling vay tay voi co. ...

C5 khéc 1én, nurde mit nhu nude dé vy bd, ¢o khoc thanh tiéng, d6 1 4m thanh ctia dau ong, théng kho, hbi han, bt dic di. C6 twa trén vai anh ta,
bong nhién nhd t6i mdt ngudi, mdt ngudi cling tirng dat ¢6 trén vai ctia minh. . .



Nhung 161 n6i ctia Thach Thy Than lai ddy c6 vé phia sau thim ciia tuyét vong ——

“Thé Van, ciu biét khong, c6 & t6 khong nén ndi thé ndy, nhung t6 thit sur cam thiy rat wui...”

“T6 vui mimg biét bao, ngudi roi khoi khong phéi i cau, ma 13 chi cau, néu khong t6 ching biét hanh tinh nay nén chuyén dong tiép thé ndo nira...”
Cb van nh6 16, ngiy minh xuét vién, mira bay [t phat trén bau trdi, moi thir déu B mau xam

Me mang v& mjt cai hop, n6i do 1 “Thé Phan”, ¢6 chi im king nhin thoang qua, i quay dau sang chd khac.

Mot ngdy no, tai mot noi ndo d6 trong thénh phd ny, moi ngwdi chuan bj mjt nghi I€ cho “Thé Phan”, nghi 1 tir bigt. Co cam thiy nghi ngd, dén 0t cing
moi ngudi phai ding cach thire theé nao dé vinh vién néi chia tay voi “Theé Phan™?

Me dua b vé nha, sau d6 bao c6 & nha dimg di ra ngoai, nhung ¢6 van kn di, trén & mot goc khong ai nhin thiy.

Tét ca moi ngudi déu dang khoc, ¢6 ciing khoc, trude mit 13 mdt manh mo hd, hoan toan khong phén biét ai 1 ai. C6 nhin théy rat nhiéu ban be, ban
hoc va thay ¢6, tat ca moi ngudi déu dau budn. Luong Kien Phi khoe dén mire gan nhur ngat di, Tri Thicu Vil vira lau nuwée mat vira an ti ¢6. Tir Mac
cting lang lng roi nurde miit, ¢6 dimg chung v6i Hang Tur va Thach Thy Than, mic di ho timg n6i “Rat vui nguoi chét la Thé Phin”, nhung trong long ho
van c6 bi thirong. . . Nhung ho lai khong biét, trong cai hop king 1§ naim d6. . .chinh i Thé Van. C6 thé hay khong, & siu trong long c6 hy vong ho biét
duoc, cho du chi la mdt 16i goi y cho ho 14 duoc 16i. ...

Bdng nhién nude it cd ngung ty, ngay ca nhip tim ciing bién mét, ¢6 cam théy minh nhu mét hon, 6 ndi xung dong khong thé kiém ché ma nmudn chay
qua, mudn nhao vao trong ldng ngudi kia, ndi hét tit ca voi anh. ..

Nhung ¢6 khong c6, 6 chi im ling dimg do, hai chan nhur 1 cdm ré trén mit dt, im sao ciing khong dong day.

Bong dang ctia Vién T6 Van da thay dbi, tré nén gin nhur ¢6 khong nhén ra. ‘Budc chin anh hoi o ddo, bo vai syp xubng, dau ciing cti rit thp, khong
con [a chang trai hiing hai kia —— con nira, méi toc ctia anh. . .vdy ma lai bién thanh mau den.

Anh ling & di dén trude tAm anh tring den dit & chinh giira, anh ding chan nhin that Au, nhu B dang n6i gi d6 v6i tim anh, sau d6 anh di dén trude it
me, khom lung that sau, sau d6 xoay ngudi bo di

Khoanh khac anh xoay nguoi, ¢ nhin thay biéu tinh trén mit anh, anh it nhur la khong co tiéu cu, roi thang xuong dat, mic du khong roi I, nhung hai
miét lai d6 ngau khién ngudi ta dau long, sac mit anh rat kém, hinh nhur u r6i chua chop niit, rAu moc day camnhung anh chang dé y chit ndo... Co
nhin anh, khong nd chop it mdt cai, tir trén khudn miit anh ¢ doc duge mdt biéu tinh, so véi dau khd cang Kkhién nguoi ta phat dién hon——do
chinh I3 tuyét vong,

Anh di 16i, di that xa. C6 khong dudi theo, ciing khong di theo bong hng ctia anh nita.

Téi nay, c6 nhin minh trong guong, béng nhién cam thiy hoi xa la. Nhung ¢6 ciing rat vui, niém vui mang theo chua x6t va kién curong, boi vi ¢d biét, tir
nay vé sau, cO that su trd thanh “Thé Van”.
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Chuong 11: Thang Ba - Ciru chudc

[ Tuong Bach Liét: “Toi mu6n n6i voi ¢b 1, t6i mubn thiy con ngudi chén that nhét ctia c6, khong phai B “Thé Van’ kiém nén trong co thé “Thé Phan’,
cting khong phai la “The Phin’ kiém nén tai mdt noi goi 14 linh hon ctia “The Van” —— khong phai, khong phai | ¢4 nhur vy, ma la mt ¢6 gai nhinra
hanh vi sai Am ctia minh, vi theé muon thay doi 6 hiéu khong? Co6 khong thé thay the bat clr ngudi nao.”

Vién Thé Van: “Sy that 1. . t6i phat hién “Thé Phan’ & trong ky {rc ciia ho van con sng tot dep nhur vay, ma “Thé Van’ lai roi khoi tam niit cia moi
ngudi, gin nhur bi quén ling, D6 khong phai la diéu t6i mudn. .. C6 nhe - nhang lau nurde mét, binh than noi, “Toi cudp di sinh ménh clia em 4y, két qua
con cudp di hodi ni¢m clia moi nguoi vé em dy. . Vi thé sau khl gip Kién Phi ngiy d6, toi tw hoi long minh, rdt cude t6i m thé co dung khong? Dy
that 1a Ctru chudce sao? Cai goi [a Clru chude nay 1ot cude 1 ctru Thé Van, hay 1a ctru ban than t6i?”

Vién T Van: “Ddi voi anh mi néi, em chura bao gioy 1 gidy g6i keo, ma 1 mot vién keo. . .nge nghéch, mudn dimg gidy g6i keo dé che gidu ban than ma
théi.”’]
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Edit: Sam

Rt plﬂéu ndm vé sau, khi c6 ngdi trong phong khdm mau tréing nga tran dAy binh than ctia Tudng Bach Liét, ¢b bdng nhién c6 4o giac, dudng nhu minh
da nam mo, mdt giac mo phirc tap khong bict lam sao.

Trong tay ¢ la lon bia, nhung ¢ khong ubng, boi vi ¢6 khong mudn 101 n6i tiép theo cia minh s& do udng say hoac 1 dudi s anh hudng cia con ma
Kkhién cho than chi khdng tinh tdo. C6 khong muon the, c6 hy vong the gidi ndy tinh tao, thé thi ban than co. . .cling tinh tdo theo chang?

¢ si” day [ 1an thir hai ¢ goi anh ta nhur vay, “T6i ¢6 10i mubn n6i véi anh. . .hodc n6i ding ra i théng thin voi anh. .
“Y” Tudng Bach Liét Bmra tur thé “moi”, hinh nhwr chiim chi Fing nghe.
“T6i khong phai. ..”” C6 ding mot chit, iy diiing khi n6i, “Toi khong phai Thé Vén, thuc ra, t6i | Thé Phén...”

C6 nghi réng Tudng Bach Liét s€ kinh ngac, hoang mang, phan nd hogc 1a khd s... Nhung anh ta khong ¢6, khong ¢6 gi ca, chi 1 ngo ngac nhin ¢6 vai
gidy, sau do 1§ ra nu cuoi hieu chuyén.

“A.. .ché trach. ..d6 chinh 14 tai sao thit ca voi bi nhét trong Hop ca moi”
“Anh...” C6 kinh ngac, khong biét nén yén tim hay 1 mét mét.

Tuodng Bach Liét nhe nhang dat xudng cy bit trong tay, 4n vao nit ghi 4m sau d6 hai tay dan vao nhau twa nguoi trén hrng ghé, giong nhur 1in dau tién
gip mit, anh ta cho c6 mdt nu cuoi khich 16: “Moi ¢d ndi tiep, t6i s€ ling nghe tat ca nhitng gi c6 muon ndi voi toi, hily ndi ra hét di.”

C6 cudi khd, hinh nhu nhat thoi khong biét nén tiép tuc ra sao. C6 tram méc that A ri moi n6i: “Téi chinh i ngudi chi von phéi sang My im sinh vién
trao doi, nhung, . .boi vi mdt nguyén nhan no d6 ——

C6 ndm trén ghé da, nhin anh ta, khong n6i nén Ioi.
Tuong Bach Liét nhin vai: “C6 da quyét dinh ndi ra thi hily néi r& ngon ngudn, khong can gidu diém gi hét —— duoc chi?”
C6 chén chi, rét cude gt dhu.

“Anh ndi ding,” ¢ nguée miét 1én, nhin trdn nha méu tring nga, bong nhién cam thiy moi thir tot dep va bi thong nhur 3 cach méy thé ky, “So véi em
g4, t6i B mdt co gai boe ddng, vo cing tiy himg. . .tham chi con, rat ich ky. . ”

“...”” Anh ta mim mbi, khong nhin ra rét cude anh ta dang suy nghi gi.

“To1 nén ni em gi thay t0i di M, 1a boi vi toi mu6n & bén ngudi toi yéu, mubn ciing anh Ay mimg sinh nhat, mubn cho anh &y mt sw bat ngo. . .thé thoi.”
C6 nho 61 Vién To Van khi dy, nhé t6i mai toc ngan vang hoe ctia anh, khuyén tai Iong lanh, con c6 nu cudi tai khée miéng nhur ¢6 nhur khong, nhung da
cach rat xa, v cling xa xam. ...

“Em gai ¢b da dong y?”” Am thanh Tuong Bach Liét rat diu dang, twa nhur 16i boc bach trong mdng,

“Dlng vay, emayda dong y...” C6 nhé t6i khuon mét don thuan cia em gai, b gangnh]nnuorc mt, “Mic du hoang mang, méc du khong tinh nguyén,
miic dil ciing mudn & lai voi nguoi con trai ni em dy thich—— nhung em 4y van dong y —— vi dé toi vui vé. ... A, t6i nghil chi i vi khién t6i vui vé.”

“...” Anh ta hé miéng muén ni gi d6, nhung lai théi, hinh nhur dang kién nhén ché doi.

“Sau d6 chuyén déng so kia xay ra...” C6 cin mbi khong ndi thém gi nita, ¢b so mdt khi mé miéng thi minh s& khoc Ién, camxtic bi ¢ dé nén thit siu
rat nhi€u nim gi¢' pht nay tlr trong mdt goc chui ra, ngam vao moi mot vét thirong chura khoi han, khién ¢d dau don.

Tuédng Bach Liét dtmg 1én, di dén bén canh c6, nhe nhing ndim ba vai ¢, diu dang néi: “Diing cam mdt chit, hily Ay ra diing khi ctia ¢6, 6 1 mot c6 gai
kién cuong, t6i s€ giip co, dugc khong?”

Loi n6i ctia anh ta tira nhur trén mit bién den ngdm c6 modt con thuyén nho tir xa di téi, miic dinhd bé, nhung lai khién c6 nhin thdy mbt tia hy vong &
trong tuyét vong vo han vo bién.

“Xin 16, xin 161, xin 18i...”” C6 can mdi, kp di kp lai, c6 khong phin biét 16 rang i mudn néi véi Tuong Bach Liét, hay i véi nhitng nguoi yéu thuong em

“Néu c6 mubn khéc thi hly khoc ra, hodc la c6 khong mudn minh roi 6 thé thi cting dugc, ¢6 hay ding camkién nhdn,” anh ta nhin ¢d, “Nhung 161 mubn
161 v6i c0 1a, 161 mudn thay con nguroi chin tht nhat cta cd, khong phai la “Theé Van® kiém nén trong co thé “Thé Phan’, cling khong phai I “Thé Phan’
kiém nén tai mdt noi goi I linh hon ctia “Theé Van’ khong phai, khong phai 1 ¢d nhu vay, ma 1a mdt c6 gai nhin ra hanh vi sai lam ctia minh, vi thé




mudn thay doi ¢6 hiéu khong??”

Nude niit ¢b nén 16t cude chay xudng, c6 nghe duoc tiéng nire nd ctia minh, nhung lai bat giac mim cudi véi ngudi dan ong trude nit.

C6 suy nghii, biéu tinh trén mét minh gid phut ndy nhét dinh rét ky quéi, vira cudi vira khoc, rdt cude 13 vui suéng hay 1 bi thong? Hodc L. . .c6 ca hai?
“Duge 1di....” Co ndi durt quing, “Toi s& thir. .. Amnhur vay. ..

“Tot, hdy de 61 nhin thiy con nguoi kia ctia ¢6, quen biét c6 in nita.” Nu cudi ciia Tuong Bach Liét van diu dang nhur vy, c6 18 trong d6 ciing chira
dung su ¢ vii, khién cho moi ngudi nhin thiy nu curdi ndy déu sinh ra hy vong trong long,

Anh ta v0 vai 6, sau d6 xoay ngudi trd vé& chd ngdi ctia minh, hai tay dan vao nhau, Eing king chd doi.

C5 lau mrdc mit trén mat, diéu chinh cam xtic ctia minh mot chut, 10i m6i n6i: “Anh biét khong, t6i chua timg nghi tdi, c6 mdt ngiy minh & day néi nhimg
161 ndy voi anh. . .dieu d6 doi voi t6i duong nhu 13 mdt gidc mong,”

“Mong?... Y ¢6 noi i sur tht hodc i vé nhitng nam trude kia?”

C6 nghii nghi, nhe giong ndi: “Cé I ca hai, tit ca nhitng nim Thang ti coi minh 1 Thé Van, voi tdi ma n6i déu nhur B gidc mdng”
“La mong dep hay 14 4c mong?”

C5 cudi amdam, sic mit ¢6 phﬁn hur vo mo mit: “Anh hy vong t6i tra 101 thé nao...”

“To1 hy vong c6 dua ra cau tra 101 chan that.”

(T3]

«_. Khong phai mong dep, ciing chéing phai 4c mong, ma B mdt gide mdng khién t6i khong thé tinh lai.”
“Chéng & chura timg c6 ai phat hién sa0?”

“Toi khong bict. .. Ban dau toi khong hé ¢6 tinh dong vai em dy, hodic 1a ndi, toi so' hai, qua thét khong biét nén lam nhirng g, t0i chi ddm chim trong thé
gi6i ciia minh, khong giai thich t6i 14 ai voi bat ky ngudi ndo.”

[T 1]

“Nhung khi t6i rot cude ha quyé( tam tr¢ thanh “Thé Van’, t6i bit dau cam thiy so hai, khong dam giip ai ca. T6i ching biét c6 nguoi chu ¥ hay khong. ..
nhung t6i cting khdng cho ho nhi€u co hdi dé phat giac.”

“A...” Anh ta bimg tinh hiéu ra, “Pé I Iy o tai sao ¢6 sang Anh tam nam troi.”

C6 gt dau: “Toi mudn yén tinh, chuyén tAm tré thinh Thé Van, thay em 4y song sot, thay em dy truong thanh, nhung tit ca nhing nguoi quen biét em &y
doi voi t61 [a mot trd ngai. Vithe toi voiva roidi...”

“Viéc d6 phai ldy diing khi rt Ion nhi?”
‘«?7’
“Virt bo con ngudi ban dau, sdng nhur mdt nguoi khéc.” Anh ta mim mbi, nhur 13 khong xac dinh néi thé nay c6 tén thirong ¢ hay khong,

C6 khong tra 10i ngay, ma im king chc lat, 1di noi: “Biing vay, anh néi ding. .. Nhung ddi véi t6i n6 ciing khong can diing khi qué 1on, ma |3 mdt
chuyén. . .phai lam.”

(T3]

“Puong nhién ngay ca ban than t6i cling lay lam kinh hai,” ¢ r6t cudc udng mdt ngum bia, “Khi ngdi trudc guong, nhin thiy khuon mét minh trong d6,
t01 hy vong biét bao do khong phai la t01, ma 13 Thé Van. C6 mot khoanh khéc, t6i coi minh i ma quy, 1 linh hdn, chi king I& quan sat nhung khong thé
thay d6i bat cir diéu gi trén thé gidi nay.”

“Vi thé ¢6 mudn tro thanh c6 Ay sa0?”

“Ding vdy...c6 18 |a vay....” C0 cam théy tréi tim minh bét dau binh tinh tr lai, tam néim roi day | Bin du tién n6 binh fish. D6 chinh | dap 4n ctia co,
bién thanh nguoi khac 1a dap an sao?

Tudng Bach Ligt hé miéng muén hoi tiép, nhung bi ¢ ngit 16i. C6 biét, khong phéi vay, d6 chi i mdt phan ctia dép an, nhung na tréi tim con ngudi



khong c6 cach ndo ding mdt bo phan kia dé giai thich, cubi ciing ¢o di ¢6 diing khi, loai diing khi mé Tudng Bach Ligt d4 noi.

“Nhung ¢6 I8, con bdi vi tht ca nhitng ngudi yéu thurong The Vén, ho déu vui mirng, hanh phtic vi ‘em 4y’ van con séng a, ky that, toi mubn néi
rang t6i khong kién curong nhur anh nghi du, ngwoc lai t6i rat yéu dudi hén nhat khong dam ndi sur thit voi moi ngudi, s ho thét vong, trach moc,
ciing so' ban than minh 4y ndy héi han.”

«...” Tudng Bach Liét nhin cd, séc nit hién Ién vé stmg sot.
“T6i hiéu r& chinh minh, d6 méi a con ngudi chan that, khong chi coi mo, hoat bat, lac quan, dong thoi ciing tiry himg, ich ky, yéu dubi.”

Sau khi noi xong, ¢ bong nhién cam théy nhin thiu day 1ong minh, khong phéi nhu tritt bo ginh néing ma | nhin thiu, n6 khong mang di dau kho cling
chang mang dén hanh phuc.

“C(’) mdt diém anh néi dung, t6i chinh 1a mdt c6 bé da lam sai chuyén lai lghéng chiu thira nhan voi nguoi khéc va chinh minh, t61 lya chon thay Thé Van
song sot, t6i nghi d6 1a sy Ciru chudc, t6i cho 1a vay. . .nhung t6i da sai 16i...”” C6 nghen ngao khong néi tiep nita.

“C khong thé thay thé bat cir ngudi ndo.” Am thanh Tudng Bach Liét van diu dang, giong diéu ciing khéng dinh.

“Dling vdy. . .diing vay. . .t0i sai rdi, tur t6i cho 1 Ciru chudc, tra gid, that ra né chi ki mot loai tiry himg va ich ky khac thoi.”
“Anh tirng hoi toi, 16t cudc tai sao quyét dinh tré v& noi nay.”

“La boi vi gip ban hoc cii ctia —— chi —— xin 16i, 14 ctia ¢6 phai khong?”

C6 gat dau: “Ngudi nén xin 16i phai 1 ti, t6i da n6i ddi voi anh.”

“Y ¢6 1a viée gap lai ban hoc cii.”

“Su thit Ia. . 01 phat hién “Thé Phan’ & trong ky (i ctia ho van con séng t6t dep nhur vay, ma “Thé Van’ lai roi khoi tam rpét clia moi nguroi, gan nhur bi
quén lang. D6 khong phai la diéu toi mudn. ..” Co nhe nhang Jau nuée mit, binh than n6i, “T6i cudp di sinh ménh cia em ay, két qua con cudp di hoai
niém ctia moi ngudi vé em dy. . Vi thé sau kl’ll gip Kién Phi ngay do, ti tur hoi 1ong minh, 16t cudc t6i im thé ¢ dung khong? Pay that ki Ctru chude
sa0? Cai goi la Ciru chudc ndy rdt cude 1 ciru Thé Vén, hay [ ctru ban than t6i2”

*...” Anh ta nhin 6, khong n6i gi, c6 1§ khdng ndi nén loi.

“Toi khong hiéu, nhitng vén d& nay déu tra tn t6i mbi ngdy. ..”

“Vi thé ¢6 tro lai, tht ra | mudn tim dap an?”

“. Ping vdy,” co gat dau, “Ding vay.”

“Thé thi ¢6 da tim dwoc chura?”” Anh ta nhin 4nh méit ¢6, déic biét nghiém tic hoi.

“C6 18...” CO git dau lién tuc, méc cho nude mét chay xudng khong ngimg,

“Con c6 mdt chuyén. . .t6i khong ndi véi anh.” C6 nhin lon bia trén ban, suy nghi nén n6i thé ndo.

Tuéng Bach Ligt trim méc mdt lic, bdng nhién n6i: “C6 gip mdt ngudi dan ng phai khong,”

«..” C6 hoang hdt nging dau, c¢6 hong hinh nhur bi nghen, khong thé thdt ra am thanh.

Anh ta mim cuoi: “Duge r0i, 101 | mdt nguoi rat nhay cam. . hon nita ¢6 chit su sc. Ky that toi luon cam thily ¢6 ¢6 chuyén gidu toi 13 gidu diém
¢6 hiéu khong, chang phai mdt sy kién nao d6 hay mot ca nhin nao d6 khong dang nhac t6i, ma la khong d€ cp t6i. Hon nira tryc gidc cua toi néi cho
t6i biet, d6 14 chuyén vé mdt ngudi dan dng, hdm nay sau khi nghe ¢6 ndi nhitng di€u nay, t61 doan rang. . .chinh la ngudi dan 6ng kia phai khong?”

... T6i nghi t6i khong thira nhan ciing khong duge rdi.” C6 cudi kho.
Anh ta nhin ¢6, vé nit 6n hoa, nhung khong n6i g, hai ngudi déu trim miic, gidng nhur khong ai biét nén tiép tuc thé nio, cho dén khi anh ta nhin dong

hd trén twong, noi: “Thét c6 167, hom nay t6i con ¢6 hen voi ngudi khac, that ra sau khi nghe ¢6 néi xong doan ms dAu t6i von dinh Am thAm gri tin nhéin
iy bo cude hen nay, nhung bay gio t6i lai thay doi cha y.”
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“Boi vi hai ching ta déucénthmglandé suy nghi. Homnay ¢6 6 diing khi chay t6i chd toi, toi that sw rat vui, vui mimg tir trong thim tam, do I mjt su
thay 601 rat 1on, nhung toi nghii rang ching ta can suy nghi k§ cang, nhat 13 t6i, chi ing nghe thoi ciing khong phai 1a sur gitp dd 1on nhét cho ¢, vi thé toi
nghi ring hom nay chiing ta t6t nhit nén dimg tai day, cudi tuan rdi tiép tuc.”

C5 dung Ién chinh lai 40 khodc va ti xach, ban tay hr6t qua lon bia trén ban, c6 c¢6 ndi xung dong mubn uéng mot hoi can sach, nhung cudi cling ¢6 van
dan long,

C5 bdng nhién khong phan biét 16 rang ngwdi ndo moéi i minh chan that, i ngudi mudn ubng mot hoi can sach, hay 1 nguoi ra stre nhin nhin kia?
“Thét ra,” ban tay Tudng Bach Liét dang viét trén sb khung lai, “T6i von mudn héi 6 mdt cau cudi cling,”

“> C6 nihin anh ta, 4nh mét nhu 1 hoc sinh tiéu hoc méi vira hoc mdn todn.

“Chinh 1. . .]a diéu gi thic ddy co t6i dy ngiy hom nay, néi cho t6i biét tit ca.”

“Nhung t6i nghi bay gio ¢6 khong can tra 11, t6i da c6 thé doan duoc roi.”

C6 cudi than nhién, méic dtnu cudi hoi chua x6t, nhung khong che gidu gi ca.

C6 tambiét anh ta, xoay ngudi mubn di, nhung bf)pg nhién sy nhé gl d6 mi quay dau lai, n6i: “Béc si Tudng, anh biét khong, trude khi ti day, toi timg
lo ling tirong twgng ra phan g ctia anh, t6i nghi rang anh s& bi toi doa gidt minh, nhung ma. ..”

‘6?’?
“Cudi clng nguoi bi gidt minh nguoc lai i 61
“That vay sao?”” Anh ta bat cudi hdi.

“Um, cho dii ndi thé nio ciing cam on anh. .. Anh mit ¢6 Jn dau tién binh thin, “Cém on anh khong coi t6i nhu | mbt ‘quéi vAt’, di réng bén thén toi
¢ khi cling s&€ nghi ngd chinh minh, nhung ma van camon anh...”

Anh ta cudi tuoi Bic ddu, gidng nhu dang néi “Khéng can cam on’”.

(Cb xoay ngudi di tdi cira, viron tay cAm ndm cira, sau hrng truyén dén 4m thanh binh finh lai chan thanh ctia Tuéng Bach Liét.

“Thé Phan!”

“...” C6 ngo ngac nhin ban tay minh, khong biét c6 nén dap lai khong,

“T6i ¢6 thé goi co nhur vay khong?”

C6 xoay nguoi nhin anh ta, tra nhur Iin dau giip nit, anh ta cao giong nhd' ¢6 hoi tham “Thé Phan’”.

C6 chan chir mot chit, sau d6 kh& gat dau.

Anh ta ciing git dau, diu dang n6i: “Xin chao, Vién Thé Phén, t6i i Tuéng Bach Ligt.”

MG cira phong, nhin thay can phong tran ddy u 4m va tréng trai, Thé Phin hoi hoang hét. Ba tudn trurde, ¢d van & trong mong, gidc mong chan that nhur
vily, trong ring s& cir thé ca doi ciing khong tinh lai. Nhung hién tai, c6 ngdi trén sofa, tré v& con ngudi thue sy, nguoc lai ¢o cam thdy moi thir déu tré

nén hur 40 —— it nhét, ¢6 con chra quen véi tén ctia minh.

Tuéng Béch Ligt noi, khong can hoi lai i diéu gi thic ddy c6 ndi ra tht ca. Nhung cd nghi, 6 1& “1én dau s6 kia khong ngd rang anh ¢ strc anh huong
to 16n nhu thé d6i voi co, néu khong c6 da im lang mai mii.

C6 cam di dong, tim danh ba dién thoai, tai vi trf du tién c6 mdt daly sb, ¢ biét d6 1a s6 cua ai, khong phéi co ¢6 tinh khong hru lai, trén thyc t€ co da
luu lai, tir 1an dau tién anh goi thi 6 da uu lai. . .nhung ma phan tén ho lai chira trong, vi theé moi lan anh goi téi déu chi 1a mdt day so, day so xep dau tién
trong danh ba dién thoai.

Ngon tay ¢6 chén chir, cuc‘n ctng van khong 4n nit xubng, Mot tin nhén giri qua, €0 Vim0 ra, nhung thét vong phat hién cai dau tién | quang cao, i thé
¢6 an niit x6a bo hinh anh lp loe trén man hinh, sau do6 tin nhan tiép theo di chuyén Ién trén, ¢6 ngo' ngac nhin tin nhén kia, 1 Thach Thy Than gri qua,
ciing chi ¢d vai chit: trude tét am lich t& d& dén New York, moi viéc déu on, dirng nhd.



C6 dimg day di t6i ti lanh Ay nude khoang, c6 biét day I thoi quen khong tot, da day s& khong chiu ndi, nhung c6 van I di ndi dau sép dén ma hudng
thy khodi cam trong chdc it —— bdi vi ¢6 18 chi vao lic ndy ¢d moi cam thiy moi thir trd nén chén that.

Khi ¢6 cét cai chai trd lai, vo tinh nhin thiy thit hun khoi dat & mot goc, d6 1a thit hun khéi ctia ba tudn trude.

C6 ngan ngo dimg trude 1 lanh, nhé t6i 1€ tinh nhén hom d6, ¢6 khong khoi than tho. ..

D6 1 mdt budi tdi, ciing c6 mura phin nhu démhom nay, ddng ho chay tich tic trén tudng, ¢b nhin anh, trong long lap di lap lai cdu néi ma anh da thot
ra vai gidly trudc: “Nhung tai sao emmubn hira gat chinh minh, em thét swr c6 thé lira gat ban thin em sao. .. Thé Phan?”

C6 mudn phan béc, phan bac tr déu dén cuéi, rruén het len phﬁn nd duéi anh di, tét nhat | hung hé dong sém ctra lai, réi ho to “Sau nay dung dé toi
thay anh nita!”
xau xa quay rdy cd ngly dem, khong con nguoi dan dng nhur vy, khién co khong tu chu dwoc mudn t6i gan, thay doi, truy tim mot gide mong von khong
nén thudc v ¢o..

Thé nhung, ¢6 lai nghe diroc am thanh ciia minh, binh finh ma lanh nhat n6i:

“Anh. . .biét dugc khi nao?”

Anh nhin c6, tra nhur nhin mot ngudi da 1u khong gip: “Néu anh n6i voi em, 1a lic anh nghe dugc em hét ca khic kia. .. Em c6 bét ngd khong?”

C6 cudi khd, nhe giong ndi: “A, em ciing nghi vay...”

“Liic anh di vao phong, anh chot cam thiy minh khong thé ho hp, trong dau 6c chi cé mdt y nghi—— co Ay 1a Thé Phan!”

““Anh rét mudn thuyét phyc chinh minh, d6 khong phéi | em, ma & Vién Thé Van, nhung anh khong thé. . héing dém mdi khi nhm it lai, bén 16 tai anh
s€ vang 1én giong hat kia, con c6 khudn niit twoi curdi clia em. . .vé tam nam trude.”

C6 quay dau di chd khac khong nhin anh, ¢ ging ndi véi minh tuyét d6i dimg roi nurée mét.

“Em biét khong, chinh anh ciiing rat hoang hét, anh cho rang minh d4 quén em tir lAu, it nhat anh rat ¢ giing dé quén di em, vo cling ¢b ging. . .vurot qua
su tudng tuong clia em.”
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... C6 6m liy canh tay minh, khong thé kiém ché ma run rdy.

“Khong ai biét anh Am g, anh ciing khong cin duoc hiéu thong, Anh chi i virt bo khuyén tai, khéng nhudm téc nita, khong di choi béng, khong tron
hoc, ciing khong lién lac v6i nhiing nguoi quen biét em. Ba n6i v6i anh, duong nhur trong mot dém anh khong con 1 chang trai ngang budng, ma b mdt
ngudi dan éng, trdm tinh nhung ¢6 doc, khién ngudi ta cam thy so hii. Em nhét d]nh khong ngd phai khong, ic em dang bién thanh mot ngudi khac,
anh cling trd thanh mdt ngudi khac...” Anh nhéch khoe miéng, nu cuoi trén mit rat bat dic di

“Pulrng noi nita. ..”

“Anh ciing tirng ¢ ban gai, anh cam tlny cac o 4y rat dang yéu, déu dang dé anh yéu, nhung cudi ctng ho déu roi khoi anh. .. Cac ¢b ay rat dau kho,
bdi vi ltic ndo ciing vy, vao khoanh khéic anh sép yéu ai thi anh chot nh téi em, sau d6 anh khong thé tir kiém ché bién thanh mdt nguoi ton thurong
nguoi khac.”

“Dimng. ..dimg ndi nira. ..” Trude mit ¢6 & mdt manh mo ho.

“Sau dém tu hop d6, anh bat du mit ngi c& dém, anh nhicu ln hoi minh d6 ¢6 phéi a em khong, nhung anh lai sg'nhén dwoc dép én. Anh khong dam
suy nght sau khi day 1én hy vong roi lai that vong, n6 s& khién anh tr¢' thanh b dang ginita, 6 I& 1a tuyét vong méi méi embiét khong, anh dung
thoi glantamnémthu bién minh thanh mdt nguoi khac, mdt ngudi chang cd chit lién quan dén em, nhung ma mot ca khiic, chi vi mot ca khiic, anh lai bi
ha duéi ciu than chi kia.”

(T3]

“Anh da song nhirng ngay Thang khé khan khi day dura voi sy nghi hoc va so hai, cho dén c6 mdt ngay, anh cim quyen sach trong tay, doc dugc mbt
cau nhur vay: néu ton tai hoai nghi nao do trong trai tim, t6t nhat hily lam rd, néu khong trong long nhur ¢ mot bong ma, rat mudn dudi di, nhung lam thé
ndo ciing khong bo duoc, cudi cling roi vao dia nguc chi co chinh minh. Vi thé anh n6i v6i ban thén, hay thir mdt lin di, néu em khong phéi thé thi anh s&
chét long”

Trong d4u ¢b xuét hién quyén sach do Hang Phong viét dt trén ti dAu giurdng ctia anh, nhat thoi ¢o that thin héa ra su bét dau ctia moi thir chi
vimdt ca khiic, cling véi mdt quyén sach. ..

hai nguoi im ing rét v, anh nhin c6, ¢6 nhin ngoai ctra s6, khong ai n6i gi, duong nhu nhitng 101 vira rdi chi i mot 4o gidc.



Anh dén neon xa xa lap I6e nhitng sic mau d6 da cam xanh luc xanh lam tim nhanh chéng, tira nhur duyén phén gitta ngudi voi ngudi trén hanh tinh ¢o
don ndy, nhin c6 vé 1on x0n, nhung trong sau xa nd da cd quy luat cla riéng minh.

Khée miéng cd hinh nhu kéo ra ny cudi nhur ¢6 nhur khong, d6 khong phai la ny cudi cia “Thé Van”, ma 14 ciia chinh c6: “Cho nén anh Ién cho eman
mot micng bong cai xanh u?”

“Em tirng ndi cho anh biét rét nhidu diém khac biét gitta em va Thé Van, vi du nhur tinh céch, s6 thich, d6i voi ciing mbt thir s& sinh ra phéan tmg khéc
nhau...”

“Nhin thiy bo dang gidu diém vi dj tmg cia em, anh nhét dinh rét ngac nhién phéi khong. ..” C6 cuoi kho, ¢6 ¢6 thé thay ddi rat nhiéu, nhung khong céch
nao doi duoc nhitng thir bam sinh, 6 nghi rang em gai la mt con nguoi khac cta minh trén the gioi nay, nhung c6 sai roi, giong nhur Tuong Bach Liét da
ndi, khong ai cé the thay the ai.

...”” Anh nhin ¢6, anh mit rat phirc tap.

“A...” C6 tiép tuc, “Con c6 ruou c6 ga mii trai cdy...”

“C6 B, con c6 tit nhidu rat nhidu. ..”

“Nhung tai sao anh khong vach trdn em, tai sao con mudn im bo nhur khong c6 gi?”

“B6i vi,” trén it anh lan dAu tién 10 ra bicu tinh bi thuong, d6 1 biéu tinh ¢d chua bao gt théy, giéng nhur ngudi dan ong che giu tréi tim minh trong
mot goe, thure ra cling yeu dudi, “Anh mudn timg gidy tirmg phit nhdc nhd em sy ton tai ctia anh. ..”

(T3]

“Trén thé gidi ndy, ngoai trir ba me nguoi thin ban bé ctia em, con cd mdt ngudi. . .ciing timg boi vi s ra di ctia emma. . .cam thiy tuyét vong. ..
Nude miit ¢6 rét cude chay xudng, mic dit khudn méit vén mim cuoi, mic dit con duong niy | chinh ¢ chon, nhung gior phit néy, khi 6 nhin thély dnh
nit anh, c6 khong khéi &y ndy, thdm chi hoi han.

Trong long c6 lip di lap lai cau n6i xin 161, xin 161, xin 151. ..nhung bude chan bt gidc di chuyén, ¢6 nhan ra minh khong thé d6i nit voi anh nita, it nhat
dém nay khong duoc.

CO mo cira ra, nghiéng ngurdi dimg bén canh, day khong phai i dudi anh, chi hy vong anh ¢6 the rdi di, tam thoi roi khoi nha ¢6, rdi khoi thé gii va tam
mit cua co.

Vién T6 Vén cham rdi di dén ctra, anh khong nhin ¢6: “Néu ¢ mdt ngiy, em mudn gip anh thi hily di tim anh. ..

“,.” C6 khong tra 10 anh, ¢6 so' mdt khi minh md miéng, thé giéi nay sé thay doi.

Anh di ra ngoai, bdng nhién dirmg bude, ding 4m thanh tram thip ms khan khan néi: “Con c6 mdt cau anh mudn n6i véi em. ..

‘0?73

“Dbi v6i anh ma ndi, em chura bao i i gidy g6i keo,” anh ding mdt chit, “Ma B mdt vién keo. . .ngde nghéch, mubn ding gidy gbi keo dé che gidu ban
than ma théi.”

Tuén thir hai cua Thing ba, thoi tiét tai Thuong Hai bit dAu chot nong chot lanh, Tir Mic ndi, may ndm gan ddy déu Va0 xun rat s6m, nhung nhiét do lai
thét thuong, giong nhur mot dira tré kho khan lam mdi thoat khoi sir g0 bé ciia ngudi Iom, ving vy khoi cai 6m giam cim, tuy nhién dira tré nhan ra rang
minh con chua chuén bi tot dé chay di thé ndo.

Thé Phan cam thély logi 4n dy ndy ctia Tir Méic rét thit vi, vo cing tha vi, tham chi ¢ con cam thiy d6 khong gidng nhu 1i ctia Tir Méc, hay ...c0
khong that sy hi€u Tir Méc nhu trong tuong turong cua minh.
C0 xin cong ty nghi phép mt tudn, khong lam gi hét, chilén mang, doc sach, hodc la camca phé nong ngan ngudi trude cira s, nhung phan I6n thoi

gian ¢6 ding dé thu don nhirng thing gidy van con chong chit & mot goc tir khi chuyén nha. Trén thuc té ban than ¢6 ciing khong biét bén trong chira g,
mdt s i tir Anh mang v&, con mit sb 1 do me gitp ¢ thu xép.

Lic sap xé'prdc;) dac, thoi gian luon troi qua nhanh, giéng nhur ca budi chidu troi qua trong nhay mét, c6 suy nghi rét nhiéu, nhung khi phuc hdi tinh thén thi
dau 6c lai tréng rong,

Ngoai Vién T6 Van va Tudng Bach Liét ra, ¢6 khong n6i bi mit ctia minh cho bat cir ai hét, co khong biét phéi ndi sao, cting khong biét c6 nén ndi hay
khong. Néu ndi ra, moi ngurdi da vat va trd vé cude song yén tinh s€ vo tinh bi lam x40 trdn, n6i dau dan dan phai nhat s€ nuon x¢ tan day long ma tuén



ra, khién nguoi ta run rdy so hii.

(C6 khong di1 sang subt va diing khi dé d6i mit voi tht ¢4, ¢o can giip dd, cho du | tir ngudi khac hay 1 tir chinh minh.

11.2

Edit: Sam

Budi ti Tar Mic va Hang Tur hen ¢6 di an, gan ddy hai ngudi nay ludn nhur hinh véi bong, khién ¢6 ¢o chut budn buc. Bon ho dén nha hang hai san moi
mo cta 6 d6i dién khu chung cur, n6i 1 nha hang, thire ra gan nhu 3 quén an 1on, tai cira 12 ting tang 16p 16p hd c4 trong sudt, bén trong c6 cac loai hai
san, ngdi vao chd xong, Hang Ty day himg thi di chon hai san, dé lai ¢6 va Tt Mic phu trach viée iy mude tra rira bo do an.

“Dling 101, ¢ 161, “Coi mit sao rdi, vu coi mit cau ndi An trude sau d6 thé nao?”

Tir Miic bit giac nhin Hang Ty & ctra, ding strc lau cai chén trong tay: “A...bit6ibo henrdi...”

“Me cau khong gidn sa0?”

T Mic cudi 1 Ién, chit phac git dau: “Gian chir. . .méing t6, anh t& con ca ba t6 ciing méng lubn. ..”

C6 ciing cudi, day 1 Tir Mic cho dii choc gian ba me ciiing c6 thé binh tinh d6i nt.

“Coma,” giong diéu chit phac dirng mot chit, “Cho dui tirc gian thi van 1 me t6 ma.”

T3]

‘Banela thé, mic ké con c4i lim g, ciing 1 ngudi mudn bao dung. Cho nén, dimng nghi nhiéu qué, ctr n6i y nghi that su ctia minh cho ho biét 1 diroc
roi...”

Trén khuon it tuoi cudi chit phac cta Tir Mac mang theo chut biéu tinh Bm niing, fira nhur mdt ¢b gai nho quat curong lai ngoan ngodin, mic di khong
thé toai nguyén moi viéc, nhung trong long lai thang than vo tur.

I_éng nghe caundinay cta Tir Mac, ¢d khong khoéi nhé t6i me mmh, ﬂlgo mdt mirc d§ nao d6 ma ndi, trong tran tai hoa dang so kia, me da mat di hai
nguoi con: mot dira roi khoi the gian, mot dura thi tha huong, C6 boc dong, vo cting tiry hitng, nhung me chua timg trach ¢6, mdt cau ciing khdng 6. ..

Bira comnay ¢6 an ubng ma chang yén long, lu6n bat giac nhé toi nguoi than ctia minh, ¢ chot c6 mot ndi xung dong, chinh 1 dtmg trudc moi ngudi ndi
ra tit ¢4, sau d6 nga mdt gidc, tir ban dém dén sang sém.

“Thé Van? Thé Van?”

Am thanh Tar Mic kéo ¢6 v tir trong suy nghii ctia minh, ¢6 6n dinh tinh than, nhung khong biét c6 can dép lai hay khong

C6 bdng nhién c6 mot y tudng thé ndy: ¢6 nén tré lai cho em gai. . toan bd moi thir da bi cd cudp di.

“Nay!” Diéu thube ctia Vién T6 Van sép chay hét, anh ding biéu tinh cudi nhur khong cudi ni, “Bi thdi, anh dan em dén mdt chd vui.”
“O d4u?” Thé Phan nira tin nira ngd nhin anh.

“Pi rdi biét.” N6i xong anh viron ra ban tay that to, dat & trudc mit co.

C6 chan chir, 6t cudc van viron tay ndm ly, nhur 1 khong bao gio muén tach ra.

Anh dua c6 dén mdt dinh nii, nhin xudng thanh phd dudi chan nii, noi d6 1 mot chiée cau vong, mdi mot miu séc déu ndi Ién hanh phic bat tin. Co
nhin mdt bén mét anh, d6 1a khudn mét twroi curdi dac trung ctia mot thicu nién, giong nhur tat ca vui sudng vira mdi bat dau.

“Thé Phan!”

Phia sau hrng ¢6 vang 1én mot 4m thanh quen thudc, ¢6 biét, d6 1 Thé Van.

Thé Van nhin ¢6, khudn it khong c6 biéu tinh, trong doi it 1 biéu cam khién nguoi ta phat dién, co biét do 1 wu thuong va chét ing
“Emdi ddy.” Thé Van noi.

“Khong!” C6 kéu to, mudn vuron tay bt Iy em gai, nhung chi nhin thiy em gai bién mit khoi minh.

Khéng con chit bong dang,

Thé Van mo choang mit, xuét hién trurde it ¢6 khong phai 1 dinh ni hanh phiic va thanh phd dy mau sic, ma | mdt manh tdi tam tinh king,



Trén trén nha tdi om c6 mjt ving sang nhan nhat,g?an nhu khong nhin th,éiy, ¢6 vuon tay bat cong thc dén dAu girong, mdt anh sang hoi chéi nit bong
nhién chi€u r¢i trong bong dém, khién c6 phai nham it 1an nira, cho dén khi c6 dan dan thich tmg,

C6 16t cude biét duge do 1 mot gidc mdng. Nhung ma 6 khong phén biét 16 rang, c6 gai bién mét trurde mit ¢d | Thé Van, hay k. . .chinh minh tr&
thanh “Thé Van'™

Néu I chinh ¢6 thi tai sao ¢6 chura timg dé y dén, 4nh mit vru thuong va chét king kia i sao?

Pong ho béo thirc dat canh dén dau giudng hién thi thoi gian hién tai 03:25.

Cb 101 giurdng dén phong bép rt mot ly mude lanh, ubng mot ngum, cam thdy cam gidc mét lanh tir trén dau di thing xubng ban chan.
Laptop trén ban con mo ra, c6 di qua bAm nit, qua vai gidy min hinh lién sang lén.

C5 ngdi trrée man hinh ngén ngo, khong biét minh mubn Bm gi.

Qua that 1au, c6 di chuyén con chudt, mo ra trang web, tim hp thu dién tir ctia minh, bét dAu viét thr.

Chi Tao Thu Lo than mén:

Chi khoe khong? Hy vong chi moi viée déu tht.

Em i mit ¢6 gai, dong thoi ciing a mot thinh gia, tir rét A trudc kia em da yéu thich giong n6i va tiét muc ctia chi trong song dién tir. Con nhé thoi hoc
sinh em thinh thoang viét thur cho chi, thd 16 tiéng long, lic d6 néu 14 thr ctia em c6 thé duoc chi hay 1 chi Tiéu Man doc trong tiét muc, that sw 3 mdt
chuyén con vui vé hon khi dat thanh tich cao trong cudc thi ddy. Theo ndm Théng tri qua, nhitng ngudi bon em timg yéu thich tiét muc ctia chi da dan
dan trrdng thanh, rit hiém khi c6 thoi gian, ¢6 tim tinh dé im mot thinh gia trung thanh, theo moi ngudi dém chim trong niém vui ciia tiét muc trong song
dién tir. Bon em dt minh trong di loai phim truyén hinh, dién anh, kich ndi, tat ca nhimg gi c6 thé mang dén cho bon em cai gi d6 tic dong dén thi giac,
nhu i mot phin cta cude sdng, khé ma dirt bo ra duge. Nhung mbi khi em Bing 18 ngdi trude cira s, trong long lai cam thiy mét mét, mot loai nit mat
VO ¢4, vi thé cudi clng em biét dugc van dé & dau —— em nghil, 1 boi vi bon em khong thé thé 16 tiéng long nhur trude day.

Cho nén, homnay em lay diing khi, viét mbt birc thur cho chi, B mudn néi véi chi, tir trong thim tim, em khong bao gio quén mét memvm va hanh phtic
ma séng dién tir mang dén cho em, ciing chura tirmg quén chi da nghiém tic ]ang nghe moi mjt cau em noi, tAt ca moi thir déu duoc em cit giir trong mot
ci hop nhd —— miic dund ¢6 & b mdt chiéc hop Pandora —— nhung em van mudn néi voi chi, cam on, cam on chi timg cing em di qua rat nhiéu

ngi tur dudng trong cudce song,

Cubi ctng, em mJon nhos chi tra 107 mdt cau hoi, dua theo truc gidc ctia chi ma dap 1B duogc rdi: néu b mdt ngay, mdt ngudi ndo do ma chi quy mén n6i
Vi chi rang, nguoi ay khong phai 2 ngurdi ma chi ludn coi 1 vy, ma 1 anh chi em ciia ngudi ndy, hon nira nguoi chi ludn quy mén kia da roi khoi thé
gi6i ndy tir au. .. Néu 12 vdy, chi s& c6 cam tudng thé nao?

Xin chi hily tra 161 theo truc giac, dugc khong? Cam on.
Tinh cau ¢6 don

C0 nhén nit “Giri thu”, sau d6 thé phao nhe nhdm, khong biét Thur Lo con nhé ¢6 mot ¢ ghi timg goi I “Vién Thé Phan” khong? C6 & da quén rdi,
bdi vi d6 1a chuyén rat Jau rat 1au trude kia, Jiu dén ndi. . .ban than o ciing suyt quén di.

Trong tay ¢ van cAm ly nuréc lanh, nhung ching uéng ngumno, ¢6 dimg trude cira s6, nhin dén neon ¢ déng xa, bay gio & d6 1 mot manh t5i den,
nhung mdi khi anh dén ruc 13 bat 1én n6 lai tran day miu sac. C6 bong nhién cim thiy xa Ia, tai thinh pho ddm chim trong béng démnay c6 nhin né lai
thay xa la nhu the, day long c6 c6 mdt am thanh ky quai néi rang; rot cude, trong tim nam troi minh roi khoi, da xay ra nhiing gi? Thay doi nhiing gi?
Ba me va nguoi thin dan dan ra khoi miy mi, ba me fié Iy hon quan hé khong con cing thing nita, ciu va mo tir tir thoat khoi tim tinh tr trach, nhitng
nguoi nay khi nhin ¢6 da khong con tran ngdp dau kho va bi thrrong, ma 13 mot sy kién dinh, boi vi tir trong cude song bon ho dd nhan duoc stirc manh
va diing khi.

Tir Mic va Hang Ty vﬁn nhur xura, chi 4 ¢6 luon cam thafly vé chit phac trong mit T Mic ¢6 doi khi trd nén co tri, ¢o éy’nhét dinh dﬁ~n6 lec thay dbi
ban than. Bao Thyc rot cude dd ¢ mot noi chon tot, Kien Phi mic du ggip that bai trong hdn nhan, nhung van mim cuoi doi dién voi moi nguoi.

Con Thach Thy Thén. . anh ta nhét dinh ciing phai thay doi gi d6, béng khong s& khong di tha hrong, hogc it nhit anh ta 6 diing khi bt dau cude
song mdi, anh ta nhur thé —— moi [a Thach Thu Than ma Thé Van thich.

V& phan Vién T6 Van, anh da thay d6i, ¢6 gan nhu khong nhan ra. Anh tr& thanh mot nguoi dan ng Xudt sic, mit ngudi i tam nam trude 0 tuyet déi
khong thé tuong tuwong ra. Nhung & trong thAm tam c6, ¢6 lai cdm thay anh chang thay doi. . .giong nhu Tudng Bach Liét da ndi, bat dau tir hdom do, thoi
gian da ngirg lai voi bon ho.

Thé thi, thoi gian tam nimy, that sur ¢ thé thay ddi gi sao?

C6 ¢6 thay doi chinh minh khong?



Di dong rung rung gitta ném va @i dau, vao liic rang séng yén finh, n6 c6 vé vang doi. Co khong khoi gt minh, iy lai tinh thn, ¢6 di qua cam di dong,
kinh ngac phat hién trén man hinh nhay ra mét day so.

“A162...” Do dy mot chit, ¢d 16t cude bt méy.

“Khong nga duoc sa0?” Am thanh Vién T Van tram thdp khan khan, khién nguoi ta khong khoi dau long
“Emdang ngu...”

“Thé tai sao dén con sang?”

“_..”” C6 vuon tay kéo min ra, muén xem con dudng dudi lau, nhung phét hién tir ting 31 cao cao lim thé ndo ciing khong thiy rd.
“Anh 1a c6 bé ban diém.”” Anh n6i hai hude.

.. Lanh khong?” C6 mim mdi, khong biét nén ndi gi.

“Néu lanh, em s& moi anh én ngdi sao?”’

Am thanh ctia anh tyra nhr tiéng chudng gb trong dém khuya, trong khoanh khéc xuyén thAu trai tim 6.

C5 trAm miic, bon ho trm méic, nhu 1 ¢6 rit nhidu 101 mudn noi, nhung lai n6i khdng nén 1oi.

Cudi cing, ¢ thd dai dudi day ong n6i: “Pi lén di, ngi bénh lai phién phire.”

Vi thé nim phiit sau, anh dit hai tay vao tiii 4o i6, binh tinh dimg trudc mit .

“Nhanh nhur vdy. . .uréc sap s6i 16i.”” C6 dura hung vé phia anh, ndu nurde trén bép. Mic dii c6 méy udng nurde, nhung cd van quen dimg noi inox bac
nho nhé ndy chira day nurde, cho doi ngon lira mau lam lam ching s6i trao.

“Khong nga duoc.” Anh dimg phia sau, khong di chuyén bude chan, “Hay 1 ngi thing mot nira rdi tinh lai.”

“Tinh lai.” C6 cham chii nhin 4m nude trude mit.

“Mo thdy 4c mong?”

C5 nhiin vai, chéng tr hir gi ¢4, hoi nguoc lai anh: “Anh & dudi au laim gi?”

Anh ho nhe mt tiéng, méi néi: “Anh & chd Hang Ty, trude khi di, nhin cira s thang méy trong thiy dén phong em con sang.”

A.. .héa ra hinh anh ¢6 bé ban diém c6 don dimg trong gi6 lanh ns ¢6 phac hoa trong dau, hoan toan khong ton tai. Dy k. . .trd dua dai ctia anh sao?
“Um...” C6 c6 phan khong chiu ndi chinh minh luén tin moi 101 néi ctia anh I thét.

Anh di hai bude, dimg sau lung cd, gidy da mau den ciia anh gan nhur dung vao gbt chén co: “Gian roi?”

“Khong ¢6...” C mét tw nhién xé dich vi tri, 15 chan 16ng toan than déu dung dimg lén.

Anh cudi nhe trén dinh dau ¢6, viron ngon tay ludt qua vanh tai ctia ¢6, ndi: “Thé Phén, em biét khong, ic em tirc gidn, 16 tai uion do kn...”

C6 gibng nhur b dién it rut ngui trénh né trude ti lanh, nhin anh véi vé tirc gian lai ngd nging, anh duong nhur 1 khéc tinh cia 6, khién ¢ khong ¢
chO an nau.

“Anh lim em sg' sa0?”” Anh nhin qua c6 phan khong vui.

C6 mo to hai mét, khong biét nén git du hay Fic dau.

Anh nhin ¢6 chdm chiim mbt e, bdng nhién nhiu may, hoi: “Nay, em hiy thanh thit néi cho anh biét, miy nidm nay em c6 ban trai khong?”
C5 chéan chir co nén tra 1oi khong, cudi cling van thanh that Fic dau.

“Thé tai sao em ludn ra ve khang cyr anh?” Giong ndi anh cimg ngic, nhur 14 d& nén buc doc trong 1dng, “So anh coi “Thé Van’ 1a thé thin? Nhung anh
da noi voi em, ngay tir dau anh da biét em a Theé Phan.”

C6 noi khong ra 16i, nhung day long khé hoi lai: vay thi sao. ..

“Bmrét ghét anh sao, anh ctia bay gio?” Anh tién mdt bude, mdt tay chéng trén t lanh sau lung c6, nhu 1a mdt chang trai ph?m no.



“..”C6 van im Bing, ¢6 I& so ring mot khi cit tiéng thi s& n6i ra 1i ton thurong anh hay I chinh minh.
“Néu em khong ndi anh s& hon em.” hai tay anh chdng trén ti lanh, cti dAu nhin ¢6, dudng nét trén khudn mét ¢6 mdt loai kién dinh khong n6i nén 1oi.
C6 md miéng mudn néi nhung bi anh cti dau hén mbi, ¢6 hoang mang mubn day anh ra, nhung bi anh 6m chit hon,

bhéy khong phai la ny hon diu dang sau bao nimxa cach, cting khong phai ny hon vui suwéng sau khi moi chuyén rd rang, ma Ia cam xuc cia mot nguoi
dan ong sau khi bj kich thich tai mdt thdi khic ndo d6, nu hon dién cudng mubn chiém gir ¢6.

Cb bbi 16, khong thé ho hép, nhung lai bat gidc quén di gidy dua, quén di bi  throng, quén hét tat ca, chi c6 mot thir khong thé quén, chinh i mot dém
ndo d6 ctia nhidu ndim vé trude, khi anh kich dong khat vong nhin ¢6, anh mét sang ngoi kia.

Bdng nhién, tiéng chudng dién thoai choi tai vang kén trong phong khéich, hai ngwoi kinh ngac dimg lai nhin nhau, Vién T6 Van khong thé tin duoc ic nay
con cd ngudi goi dién cho ¢d, con co thi khdng the tin dugc, vira 161 minh khong day anh ra.

C6 hoang hdt thodt khoi anh, di bat dién thoai, Tir Mic ding am thanh moi khi n6i: “Co. . .thube giam dau khong, tri dau bung kinh 4y?”

“Co...”

“Tbt qua. . .nira dém t& tinh lai, bung dau qua, von dinh di xudng mua, nhung nhin thiy dén phong cau con sang, nghii khéng chimg cau s& ¢6...”

“Bay gio t& dem Ién cho cau.” Néi xong c6 cup may.

“Ai d6?” Vién TS Van xu mit hoi.

“Tir Mic,” ¢d xoay ngudi tim thude trong ngiin kéo, “Cau dy ngd bénh, emdi n & cing cdu 4y.”

Néu khong n6i ddi, c6 khong biét tiép theo minh s& di dién v6i anh thé nio.

Anh nhin ¢6, hé miéng mubn n6i nhung van nhin xudng

Bon ho dira ctra, dimg chd thang mdy, c6 nhin hai cai nit dong thoi phat ra anh sang nhung lai chi phirong huréng khac nhau, bcf)ng nhién ¢6 cam thiy wu
thuong khé ma néi 3. D6 13 hai miii tén hoan toan twong phan, giong nhu bon ho rat 1au trude kia, dua lung vé phia nhau, ttr day budce trén con duong
khac biét.

hai chiéc thang méy dong thdi phat ra tiéng “dinh””, bon ho king & nhin nhau, sau d6 déu ti di vio thang méy ctia minh.

“Moi ngdi,” Tuong Béch Liét tly ¥ chi chi, tir trong ta lanh iy ra hai lon bia, “Udng lanh durge chir? C4 nhén t6i cam thiy néu bia khong lanh thi mét di y
nghia ctia no, nhung néu co6 thay nhiét o binh thurdng t6t hon thi trong thing cling ¢6.”

“Thé. . .Janh duge roL.”
Anh ta gat dau, dat lon bia trén ban tra, khong chit dé y ndi: “Sao 16i, Vién Thé Phan, tuin ndy trai qua thé nao?”
C6 ngn ngudi, ndi: “Cling. . khong t8.”

Anh ta nhur 1 khong hai Iong v6i s do dur ctia ¢6, nhung khong hoi nira, ma Bp tirc ngdi trén chd minh, md cudn s6 ra viét gi ddy.

Thé Phan bt an ngdi trén ghé da, trong long nhur g trdng, con khan trurong hon fin trrde tai sao nhi, rd ring da n6i hét véi anh ta, viy ma cang lo

ling hon?

“D6 goi i “ghé Freud”.” Anh ta vira ctii dau viét chir vira ni.
‘Hé?)?

“Cai ghé ¢6 ngdi lén ddy.”

“_..”” C6 c6 phan khong biét lam sao nhin chiéc ghé da mau den, ¢ timg ng?lm trén n6 ké rat nhiéu chuyén chua timg n6i véi ngudi khac —— ciing gidng
nhu khong néi cho minh nghe —— nhung c6 nghi rang day chi Ia chiéc ghé binh thudng, ¢6 & thoai mai hon binh thudng mot chut.

“C6 chua timg nghe ndi t6i a?” Tudng Bach Liét ngéng dau, tuoi cudi kha 4i.
“Khong c6...” Ching & 1d ghé do Freud thiét ké sao?

“Ky that...n6 chi 1 chiéc ghé binh thurdng s théi.” Anh ta cudi, nu cudi trén mét chira timg thay doi.



“Rét kho hiéu tai sao ching t6i goi n i “ghé Freud’ phéi khong?”
“Um...”
“Thire ra t6i ciing cam thiy la King.” Anh ta nhay mit, khong biét néi that hay n6i dua.

“Cho nén n6i, ky that quan diém ciia mot ngudi dbi véi mot sur kién hodic sur vét chira hin ¢6 cting nhin nhin voi nguoi khac. Vi du nhur chiée ghe nay, toi
ndi cai tén vdi co, co cam thay khong lneu, nghl khong ra vi sao dat ten cho mot ca1 ghe Nhung trong tur trdng ctia ngudi bac si, day ki chuyén rat quan

trong, dung

a thit sa0?”” C6 ding anh m¥it bing tinh hiéu ra nhin anh ta.
.. Puong nhién toi chi dira ra mot thi dy, ban than ti cling cho ring caitén * ghé Freud” rét tim thudng,” Tuong Bach Liét bat déc di tro nit xem
thuong, “Piéu t61 muon néi I3, vao tic khong duge nguoi khac thong hiu, ¢ nguoi lwa chon tranh ludn, ¢ ngudi thi chon im ling. Néu 1a co, ¢ s€ lam

thé nao?”

“T61?” C6 nhur i con chura thoat khoi 10i suy nghil vira roi, “Toi ciing khong biét. . .c6 18 s& ndira y nghil ctia minh, nhung cudi clng van duy tri s im

“A.” anh ta git dau, nhur 1 ndm trong dur kién, “C6 thé ndi toi biét tai sao khong?”

“Tai sa0?” C0 dimg mot chit, “C6 & 1 vi da chip nhén sur thét nhur vdy roi, nhén thitc gitra ngudi voi nguoi | Khéc bigt, i khong c6 1y do g, cling
khong c6 céach yéu cau nguoi khac nhat dinh ¢d cling y nghi voi toL”

“Thé tai sao c6 mudn ndi ra y nghi ctia minh?”
“Bdi vi. . .boi vi....”” C6 nhin it anh ta, bdng dung khong néi duge nita.
“Bai vi trong long c6 con c6 mdt con ngudi.” Tuong Bach Liét cling nhin c6, vé mét diu dang.

[T 1]

“Cb biét khong, sau khi két thic lan gip trudi, ca tuan toi déu suy tu vé chuyén ctia c6. Con nhé t6i da ndi véi ¢b rang, ké tir khi nguoi quan trong ctia
¢0 101 khdi, thoi gian ctia ¢6 lién dung lai.”

U
“Toi nghil bay gior t6i biét I tai sao 161"

“La boi vi ¢6 bo di con ngudi trude ddy ctia minh, trd thanh mot ngudi khac sng tiép.”

Co git dau.

“Nhung khong chi co thé. Mac du tyr th6i mien, méic du blen thanh mdt nguoi khac, nhung c6 van chura timg quén di con ngudi trude ddy, tham chi cd
song sau trong ndi tim ctia ‘cd Ay’. M01 ngay cling ‘co ay thirc ddy, an sang, ra ngoai, di hoc, trd chuyén, an trua, dihoc, ve nha, ant01, xem tivi, nghe

nhac, timrira, ngu... C6 I nghe ra rat d4ng so, nhung gidng nhur Jin d4u c6 t6i, trong co thé ‘c6’ c6 mdt ‘co Ay’ nho nhd. Trén thirc té cho dén tudn
trude t6i moi hiéu duge, “cd 4y’ nay khong phai 1 ngudi em gai da qua doi cia ¢6, ma 1a chinh ¢6.”

“Chéing qua d6 i con ngudi vinh vién khong thé tnrdng thanh, tit ca moi thir déu dimng lai vao ngay 11 Thang 9 nam 2001.”
Cb cup mit, qua thit Au moi nhd giong ndi: “Piing vdy. . .c6 18 anh ndi ding”

“Thé thi c6 da chuan bj xong chua?”

“Tim vé ‘cd ﬁy’ trude day, hon nita ndi sy that véi moi nguol.”

“T6i...” C6 can mdi, khong biét nén tra 10i thé ndo, “Toi khong chéc. ..minh c¢6 diing khi ny hay khong. ..”



“Sao lai khong chir, Vién Thé Phan,” Tudng Bach Liét nhin c6, kién dinh ndi, “Pa ¢ ding khi b di chinh minh, sao lai khong du diing khi tim vé chinh
minh?”

“Pugc. . .t61 nghi t6i s& thir xem.”

Khoanh khic d6, c6 bdng nhién cam thiy, c4i tén “Thé Phan’” ndy khong céch c6 xa xbi nhur vay, it nht, c6 da biét im sao dé tra 1oi.

Ke tir démkich dong pha lAn hoang mang kia, c6 chua gip lai Vién T6 Van. Ky nghi mdt tudn chim duit, c6 phai tro vé cong ty di Bm tiép. Shelly qua
tét am lich da trd v&, theo Iy thuyét c6 nén dich than chuyen giao, nhung ¢ ding du ly do dé né tranh, mbi ngdy ¢ tai van phong chi ¢ mbt minh ¢6, nhan
va giri cac loai thur tir, sau do bién dich timg cai. C6 16t cudce lai c6 thoi gian cam ca phé nong dimg trude cira s0 sat dat ngin ngudi vao budi trua, thoi
gian chay gitra nhirng k& tay cta c6, moi khi dnh rmjt troi chiéu roi trén ngudi ¢, mot loai mong mudn thay d6i méinh liét s& bat dau khoi dong trong co
thé co.

Cb c6 phén réi tri, rdt cude 1 “Thé Van” & trong co thé ¢o, hay i ¢b & trong co thé ctia “Thé Van'™

C6 bdng nhién nhd t6i Vién T6 Van da n6i voi co: em chura bao gior 1 gidy goi keo, ma I mot vién keo. . .ngbe nghéch, mudn dimg gidy g6i keo dé che
giau ban than ma thoi.

Thét vy chang?

Tém namnay, c¢6 nd hrc khién minh tr& thanh “Thé Van”, nhung cubi ciing anh van d& dang nhin thiu —— nhur vay, anh mang tAm tinh thé ndo dé trai
qua thoi gian tam nam, lai ding tm tu nao dé chao don tuong lai?

Khée miéng ngd ngang bt gidc ¢6 nu cudi khd, ¢ suy nghi, c6 khong co tur cach dé hoi anh, khong ¢6 tur cach hiéu duoc ndi dau khé va bi thuong ctia
anh, thAm chi khong c6 tu cach ndi xin 16i anh.

Di dong vang Ién, c6 chén chir cAm ]éiy, mdi mdt ndt nhac nhu | nhip tim ctia ¢6, khang cy nhung lai mong cho.
“Al6?”

“Em & dau?”’ Loi dao du ctia Vién TS Van lubn gon ging dirt khoat, khong c6 cau dur thira.

“Van phong...”

“A, dao ndy sao khong thdy em & nha n du6i iu?”

“ ..Anngan roi.”

“Vay emmubn in g?”” Anh hoi ngay.

C6 khong tra 10, gwong gao coi nhe van dé nay: “Tim em ¢ viée sa0?”’

“Co...”

“...Chuyén gi?”

“Khong biét tai sao. . .vira nging dau nhin thy vi tri ngoai kia khong phai em, trong long hoi tréng rong”

“...” C6 khong biét nén tra 1i thé nao, hinh nhur n6i bat ctr chit nao ciing nhur 1 d4p lai ni nhé nhung ciia anh.

A, ding viy, ddy 1 nhé nhung khong phai sao? Chi 1 anh chang c6 tinh cach xAu xa, luén luén quanh co 1ong vong khong chiu ndi thing n thoi.
“Em khong ¢6 gi mubn ndi véi anh sa0?”” Am thanh ciia anh nghe ra khong c6 kién nhan.

“Tam thoi. . khong ¢6.” C6 cin mdi, cam thy giong diéu ctia minh rat gibng Tir Miic.

“Em——"anh sdp 16 ra ban tinh 4c ma, nhung tiéng mo cira dot ngdt ngiit Ioi.

Cb nghe duoc anh ¢ dau diy bén kia n6i: “Chi a, ching 18 chi khong biét g5 cira sao?!”

Giong noi ctia Shelly khong hiéu Iy do vang Ién: “Gi chi, t6i chi vao dra tai lidu thoi. . .cAu dang ndi chuyén voi ai thé?”
Déng vé bé vé ctia &c ma kiéu ngao 1ap tire nhé lai, &m & ndi: “Toém lai chi ra ngoai trude di...”

“0, thing nhoc nay khong thira dip t6i sinh con mé quen ban gai chir?”

... Mic du anh khong néi gi, nhung ¢ ¢ thé cam giac duoc, e nay anh dang bat dic di dao miét khinh thuong,



C6 che miéng lai, khong cho minh cudi ra tiéng, vai gidy sao, ¢ nghe dugc anh & dau ddy bén kia n6i: “Doi lat nira anh goi lai cho em, clp méy trude
day.”

“0..”

“Khong duoc tit may!” Anh bd sung,

“0..”

Nhén duoc sy cam doan, anh mdi thoa mén U mot tiéng, 1oi clip may.

C6 nhin man hinh di dong trong tay, nh t6i i anh vira n6i, 6 phét hién hoa ra gan day tm trang clia minh ciing c6 the ding hai chir dé khéi quit ——
trong rong,

Cb tirg cb chip, timg nd hre hét thay, bdng nhién c6 mot ngay bi pha v&, ¢ khong phai “Vién Thé Van”, , mic du trong mét ngudi khac, ¢6 van 12 “co
4y”, nhung & trong 1ong ¢6 biét minh da khong phai 1 “Thé Van”, ma I mot. . .co gai roi khoi “Thé Van” rdi khong biét nén song tiép thé nio.

Tét ca hoang mang va so hii ctia co déu dén tir trai tim da that lac kia ¢6 1§, con chura thé biét trude sau nay.

C6 ludn co mdt nghi van: néu tro vé V “Thé Phan” ctia trude day, nhu viy ¢6 co thé song tiép hay khong, nhimg ngudi cho ring co da chét ¢ chap nhan
duoc khong, nhimg ngudi trdng ring “Thé VAn” con séng co chip nhan duoc khong?

Ciing voi. .. Thé Van thyc s ¢6 chip nhan hay khong?

C6 nhén nit tit may, méu sic ruc 13 trén mén hinh bién thanh tdi den, ¢6 da hira v6i anh s& khong tt may, nhung c6 nudt oi. Gidng nhu tam nam trudc,
0 hira s&€ & bén anh, sau d6 c6 ciing da nuot 1oi. . .

Budi tbi cudi tuan, ¢0 lai mot minh thu xep thing glay con churra mo ra i chuyén nha, c6 mdt thing 1a me dua cho c6, néi 1 dd dac ciia ¢6 con lai trong
nha, khong biét c6 ding hay khong, néu c6 cam thiy khong can nira thi hdy ném di.

C6 mo thing ra, bén trong qua nhién déu 1 miy thir linh tinh. Céc loai tap chi mua hdi cao trung, truyén tranh, tiéu thuyét, kep toc da cil tuong sap mét
mot canh tay, bup bi c6 ndp hinh con ctin. . .dai loai la thé. Con ¢6 nhirng tAm thiép do ban be guri tang, moOt xap that cao, bi thur du loai mau séc, ding
day thun ot lai, hinh nhur mbi mot hoc sinh cao trung déu rt thich tang thiép cho nhau vao dip 1 tét, dudng nhu d6 1a nghi thire thiéng liéng biét bao.
C6 thao day thun ra, mdt xAp ddy miu sic roi rai rac, ¢ iy mot bi thu mau xanh 1, nét chit trén d6 vira nhin 1 biét ctia Lwong Kién Phi.

Thé Phan:

Chiic cadu mdt ndm moi van sy nhu y, moi chuyén mong mudn déu thuc hién dugc!

Chic bon minh déu thi vio trudng dai hoc Iy tuéng!

Luong Kién Phi

1999. 12. 31

Sau d6 1 mdt bi thu do chét, co biét 1a cua Bao Thuc.

Thé Phan:

Chuic cAu ndmmdi vui vé, 3n thé ndo ciing khong béo! Quan trong nhét 1, néim méi nhan duoc nhidu tién B xi, moi bon t6 ra ngoai an comnhé! Ha

Lam Bao Thuc
1999. 12. 31

C6 khong khoi cuoi rd en, hdi d6 Bao Thyc béo tron, 6 chiit gidng nhur con nit miim rrim, ludn budn rdu noi phii giim béo, nhung Jin néo ciing khong
chong lai dugc stre hap dan ctia mdn an ngon.

Cb tiép tuc md xem, dudng nhur mbi mdt birc thur déu goi Ién rit nhiéu hdi e ctia ¢6, d6 1 hdi tre thude vé Vién Thé Phan, hdi tre da dimg lai tir tim
namtrudc. ..

Pong ho qua e trén twong vang Ién tich tach, nu cudi ctia ¢6 ctmg lai trong nhay mét, mdt ¥ nghi dang so trong dau tién vao 1ong co: tai sao me dua thur
ctia Thé Phén cho ¢6 cha? C6 1 “Thé Van”. . khong phai sao?

C ngo ngic ngdi trude thing gidy, tit ca suy nghi déu dimg lai, ¢6 dimg im, thé gi6i ciing dimg im.



C6 dimg kn, cam tlii x4ch x6ng ra ngodi, ¢d cam thdy minh doan duoc gi rdi, nhung khong dam thira nhan. Vi thé c6 can chimg thire, mdt sy chimg
thyre triét d€ ma tron ven.

Xe durng tai dudi Au nha me, da chin giov t6i, binh thurong lic ndy me da chuin bi ngi, cho nén khi nghe duoc tiéng ¢d & trong bd dam, ba hoi bt ngd.
Co mo céng ra voi vang chay 1én léu, tai ctra chinh da dat mdt doi dép IE.

“Chuyén gi ma lat dat thé?”” Me qué nhién vira thoa kem dudng da vira di ra.

“Me...” C6 mo 1, nhung khong biét lim sao noi tiép.

“Con...”

Me ngimg dong tac trong tay, noi: “Con khong phai gy ra hoa gi r6i chir?”’
C6 hé miéng, n6i khong ra loi.

“Rét cude 1a sa0?” Me hoi lo ]Eing

“Con...con c6 chuyén mudn hoime...”

“Chuyén gi?”

“...Me da biét r6i?”

“Biét gi?”

(T3]

C6 nhin me, khong n6i gl, mdt chit ciing khong, Nhung hinh nhur me chot hidu dugc ¥ ¢6, ba kinh ngac “O” mit tiéng, xoay ngudi sang chd khac, khong
nhin ¢d nita.

Qua that lau, me b5ng nhién cuoi, nhe giong ndi: “Pd ngéc, sao me khong biét chit, me 1 me clia hai dtra ma. ..

“Séng hom do khi hai dira ra khoi phong, me da biét ai | ai rdi”

Hét Chuong 11
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Chuong 12: Thang Tw - Em khong yéu anh sao?

[ Vién TS Van: “...Em mudn n6i v6i anh Em khong yéu anh sao? Vay thi em hity ndi cho anh biét nhur thé nao mdi goi 1 yéu, em mudn anh im sao moi
c6 the khién em yéu anh?”

Tudng Bach Liét: “Cho nén, rat nhiéu chuyén ngay lic phét sinh, chiing ta khong hé cho rang n6 s& tao thanh anh hudng gi di véi minh, nhung cudi cling
khi quay dau lai, chiing ta thuong hay phat hién, néu lic ay ‘lam nhw vay’, hoac Ia lic ay khong ‘lam nhur vy’ thi tot roi. Nhung diéu d6 khong hé quan
trong, cai quan trong 13, khi chuyén da xay ra, ching ta nén d6i mét véi né ra sao.”)

12.1

Edit: Sam

“Me 1 me ot hai dira i, chi cin nhin 4nh mit cua hai dira, me da biét ai | ai”

Me van dua lung vé phia Thé Phén, khong nhin thiy biéu cam trén mit ba, nhung giong diéu n6i chuyén lai trim finh la thudng


http://ebookfull.net

“_..”” Thé Phan rat lau khong n6i 1i ndo, hinh nhur ¢6 rét nhiéu diéu mubn néi, nhung dén bén miéng lai nhan ra trai tim minh da hiéu tir lau.
“Thé thi, ba biét khonga...”

“Biét, d me ndi véi ong dy.”

‘Um...”

Me nhe nhang thé dai, noi: “T6i d6 nhan duoc tin dit, con khong chiu ndi da kich nén d3 ¢ xiu. Con con nhé me goi tén con khong?”
“Me goi con “Thé Phén, Thé Phan’. .. con md to mit, nhung lai gidng nhur da chét, khong hé dong day...”

33

... Pémd6 trong ky trc ¢, chi c6 tiéng khde nhao ciia em ho mdi sinh, cling véi mdt manh t6i tim. C6 18 trong bong dém ¢6 nghe dugce ¢6 ngudi goi
tén c6, nhung c6 khong the nhd lai, cang khong the tra 1oi.

“Me so im, voi vang dua con téi bénh vién, déng thoi goi dién cho ba con. Liic ba con i noi, con vin mé to i, nhung bac sinoi thuce ra con dang
hon mé, than chi mo ho. Trong thoi gian do, con ctr am bam méi, hinh nhur dang n6i, ngurdi chét nén Ia con...”

“...Conxin 101.” Ngoai ciu nay ra, co khong biét minh con cd thé noi gi
¢l

“Bac sin6i, néu con tinh ddy, t6t nhat dimg néi gi khién con kich dong, s con s& sup d6. Cho nén sau khi me va ba con thwong hrong véi nhau, quyét
dinh khong nhac t6i chuyén nay vdi con, nghi rang chd con bénh tinh 6n dinh r6i méi tim sy véi con.”

“Con xin 16, ¢6 rét mubn di 1én 6m me tir ding sau, nhung budc chan khong thé ndo di chuyén, “Lic d6. . .con phai khién ba me lo Eing cho con...”
“Nhung ma khi ching ta tir My tro v&, lai phat hién con thay dmbanthanmmh, con thit sy trOnenglongThe Van, trAm tinh, imling, ]aldaytamsu
trong long. .. Vi thé me quyét dinh ton trong y nguyén ctia con, néu con nuon thay em gai song sot, me s& khong ngin can con, néu da miét di mdt dira
con gai, thé thi me nhét dinh phai lam cho dura con lai hanh phc, déno song tur do thodi mai...”

“Me...” C6 chay murdc nit, vi trai tim vi dai ctia me.

“Nhung con biét khong,” me xoay nguoi, séc mat binh than, “Hién tai me co phﬁn hdihan.”

s

“Me mubn cho con hanh phuc, me nghi réng néu con bién minh thanh Thé Van thi s& duoc hanh phtic. .. Nhung ne sai 101, me 13 rang nhin tlﬁy daukhd
viing vay trong niit con, cho nén con gai a, con hily thanh that tra 16i me, con ¢6 hanh phiic khong? Tam nim nay con ¢ hanh phiic khong?”

Thé Phén hé miéng, nhung dap an nhur 1 nghen & ¢b hong, day 11 mot vin d& ma tim nam nay c6 chura timg hoi chinh minh, ¢6 so tra o1, rdi s& Imt di
diing khi dé sdng tiép. Nhung ti nay, c6 lai mudn tra 1o, khong biét 1 ai cho ¢6 strc manh niy ¢d suy nghi, ¢6 1& chinh 1a Thé Vén nho nho song
trong co thé co.

«_. Khi con di trén duong, ban bé déu goi con i “Thé Van’, con nghi réing con hanh phiic,” ¢6 néi, “Con dimg trudc cong ty bach héa ma minh thich
nhat, nhin chinh minh trén ti kinh, con phat hién minh dung hoa vao canh bay bién trong t1 kinh, vy ma giong Thé Van dén the, thdm chi con con cam
thay d6 chinh 1a Thé Van...”

“Nhung budi t6i vé dén nha, mdt minh ¢6 don dimg truce cira s, nhin minh trén dnh phén chiéu trong kinh. ..con lai cam thiy dau kh. Gidng nhu me
ndi vdy, anh mat ctia con va em ay khac nhau, liéc mat mot cai la nhan ra.”

(T3]

“Cho nén néu me hoi con ¢6 hanh phiic khong. . .con rat kho tra 14, con chi c6 thé ndi ring, s& di con quay tro v&, 14 vi con phat hién minh khong thé tiép
tuc nhur vAy nita, con chi so cang ngly cang cudp di moi thir ma Thé Vén timg ¢6 dioc —— con khong mudn am vay, con khong nén am vay!”

Me di dén trude mit ¢d, ba mim cudi 6m cd, nhe giong ndi: “Cho du thé péo, me 9hi mubn n01 Vo1 con, moi ngum, bao g6m nme, ca ba‘con, clng nhiing
ngudi than va ban be, sau khi nhén duoc tin tirc dang so'kia, moi nguoi déu hiéu rang, con song 1 chuyén may min ¢d nao, ching ta déu hy vong ngudi
chét co the yén nghi, cling mong mdi ngudi con song c6 thé hanh phuc. .. Thé Phan, con hi¢u khong?”’

Sang ngay 5 Thang 4, Thé Van I¥C VAo chiéc 4o khodc ma c6 cho ring rat tuyét, mdt minh I4i xe ra ngoai. O dudi cira hang hoa dudi lau, 6 mua mdt
bd bach hop trang, lai mua chit d6 an tai tiém tién loi, lic nay mai chay trén duong,

C6 mubn dén mdt noi ma tam nam nay ¢o chura timg dén, & d6, ¢6 mdt tim bia d4 khdc ba chit “Vién Thé Phan”, chinh 1 ngudi nam dudi do, nhung lai



I mot ¢d gai khéc.

Xe chay trén dudng cao tdc, boi vi dang tu stra nén chi c6 hai lin duong chat hep, ¢6 hét sirc cham chu, cn thdn gidm phanh va chén ga, nhung tim tu
bat giac bay dén cho khac.

Em gai s& han c6 chu?

Nhiéu ndm nhu vy, c6 muon t€n em gai sinh song, mudn bién thanh em Ay, nhung lai khong thé kiém ché ndi tim ctia minh, twdc doat tat ca tudng niém
ctia moi nguoi dbi voi em dy, tham chi con cudp ly nhitng nguoi yéu throng em dy —— cho nén, em gai nén han ¢ phai khong?

C6 cam thiy co thé minh dang run rdy, khong biét 1 vi con duong xoc nay khong bang phing, hay [ tir sy run réy phét ra tir trong long?

C6 dua theo loi (}an ctia me, chay xuéng duong cao téc & mot 16 ra no, sau d6 doc theo ngd tu duong co thi trin nho clng voi vaon cdy cai dAumjt
lic, thi s€ nhin thdy bang hudng dan cuia nghia trang kia.

KT

Tai cbng bai dd xe co miy sap hang ban du loai d6 vat ding kh1 tao md t& I8, nhu 1 hoa turoi, gidy dat vang hodc bac lam “luong vang”, cac loai “tién” in
an tho rap, tham chi c6 manh gidy xép thanh “Vuron hoa nha 16n” va “6 t6”. C6 budc xudng xe, cd ngudi di qua mubn chio hang véi ¢b, nhung co thiy
b6 hoa to I6n tai ghé sau nén di ngay.

C6 camhoa cling mdt bich d6 an vat that to di vao cong nghia trang, ¢ cam thdy mé mang, 3 rang trong long khong yén, nhung khong thé thuyét phuc
ban than dirmg dén. C6 nhur 1a dang tim dap an, méc du c6 bict khong co dap an.

Nguoi dén tio md rét nhidu, trong loa phong thanh phat ra 4m nhac nhe nhang, vira khong vui ciing khong bi thuong. Newoi téi day ciing du loai, ¢6
nguoi khoc, co ngudi nghiém nit, lai c6 ngudi mim cuoi, nhu B sau khi biét ngwoi than ctia minh van tot na cudi an G

Thé Phén khong biét khudn mét minh ¢6 biéu cam gi, nhung c6 nghii, khong khoc ciing ching cudi, ¢6 18 nghiém it vi khong biét con duong phia trude
nhur thé ndo.

Buodng xi-ming hai bén cling khong rong Ion, mjt day mo bia xep dai, ¢6 dya theo con sb ma me dua cho, tim duoc day minh mudn tim, & ddy ging
nhur rap chiéu phim, di vao dung hang s6, ching qua “khan gia” sau khi dén ddy thi s& khong roi khoi.

C6 nhin thiy tirmg md bia khéic nhitng c4i tén la Am, nhip tim c6 niing né, gidng nhu mdi An dép xudng 14 nhip tim cudi cling ciia co.
Rt cude, tAim bia ¢ khic tén 6 cir thé xudt hién trude miit co. .. nhung trén d6 lai khong co tAm anh.
Chi c6 gach men sir miu tréing ngd, nhét day khdi bau duc, tréing béch nhur vay, bat luc nhu vay.

Co b@ng nhién khoc ra, khong thé kiém nén ma chay nudc mit, cd cudp di moi thir ctia Thé Van, thim chi ¢4 tén va tAm anh trén md bia. .. TAt ca moi
thir déu bi c6 cudp di!

Con ¢6 lai than nhién “thay thé” em 4y sdng, cho ring ddy 1 mdt loai tiép din, mdt loai Ctru chude, tudéng ring day ki “Thé Van” thure sy, minh thit sy
c6 thé thay thé em gai. ..

A, khong!
C6 quy xudng trude timbia d4, ¢ khong thé thay thé em gai, khong thé ding mot “Thé Van' nhur vay dé thay thé em dy.

“Xin 16i. . .xin 16i. . xin 18i. . .” C6 khéc Ion, tra nhir em gai khong gioi an néi nhung noi i tdm lwong thién & ngay trude m¥it, gach men st tring béch bat luc
kia 13 khuon mét twoi cudi diu dang ctia em gai, phién d4 mau x4m mai tang chinh 13 trai tim hon nhién ctia em gii.

Gioy phit iy, c6 mdi thinh finh ¥ thire duwoc, cho ditminh ¢6 ging & ndo ciing khong thé thay thé em i, boi vi hai ngwoi giong nhur 1 hai tinh cau doc
nhat v nhi gan két chit ché trong vil try bao la, méic dii nhé bé nhung khong ai thay thé duoc ai.

Thé Phén rdi khoi Thé Van, chi c6 thé | mot tinh ciu ¢6 don chéing thé Bm gi

C6 ngudi nhe nhang v4 vai ¢6, dudng nhu dang néi: dimg dau budn, tat ca déu s& tot thoi.

C6 ngAng dAu, ngo ngéc nhin ngudi kia, nhin théy ¢6 4y dén bén canh c6, ngdi x6m xudng diit mdt b hoa huéng duong tuoi dep, vé mit diu dang noi:
“T6 nghi, Thé Phan nhat dinh khdng hy vong chiing ta mdt nim mdi dén tham céu ay mdt hai lan, ma 1an nao vé mat cling nhu 13 dua dam, khdng c6 bicu
cam gi khac déu nhi?”

Luong Kién Phi cit toc ngin, mai toc chim dau vai, toc mai gan nhur che khudt nira con mit cia c6 4y.

[T 1]

“Thé Van,” Luong Kién Phi ndi, “Thé Phan c6i mo thich cudi nhur vay, c4u 4y nhat dinh mudn ching ta trai qua cude sdng tt dep, vui vé song timg

ngay
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... Co quén khoc, nhung trong long lai cang bi thurong,

“Khoang thoi gian t6 Iy hon ciing ching vui vé gi, mbi ngiy déu khoc swét murdt, nhung 6 trurde mit ngudi khic t6 lai cay manh, ép bude minh cuoi,
nhung khé qua, d6i voi mdt nguoi dau ong ma n6i 1 rét khé. . .nhung t6 da am duge.”

“T¢ ludn suy nghi, néu Thé Phan con song, cAu y khang dinh s& v0 vai t6 noi ‘dimg nhu vy, dau ¢6 gi to tit cing im I Iy hon thoi, cling chéng phi tin
the’.”” Néi xong Luong Kién Phi no ny cudi, cudi dén dé hoc mat.

[T3E 1]

“Nhung Thé Phan khong con, cau 4y khong & bén canh 0, da som. . .roi xa ching ta. Cho nén t6 nghi, so voi cau 4y, mét di mot ngudi dan ong, mét di
modt cudc hon nhan, d6 that sy chang 1a gl —— t& cling muon cudi nhur cdu ay, hanh phiic, cdi mo, thé thi cd 1€ moi khi td cudi, cau dy cd thé camnhan
dugc chang?”

“Kién Phi...” Thé Phan tir tir dtmg Ién, au sau n6i khong ra 1oi.

Khi ¢6 ich ky suy nghi ding cach thire ctia minh dé sinh sng, c6 chi thdy ndi dau ctia minh—— tuyét vong va hdi han mét di em gai, nhung xem nhe
nhirng thir khac d6 chinh I3, ndi dau budn ctia nhitng ngudi yéu thuong co.

Khi moi ngudi vi “cai chét” ciia ¢6 ma dau dong, ¢6 lai & mdt chd khac trén thé gioi trai qua ngay Thang 6 nmudn “ngiin cach’”. C6 rét cude hiéu duoc,
d6 chi Ia mit cach thirc tron tranh su thit ma thoi.

N6 khong lam cho ba me, nguoi than, ban be, nguroi yéu vui vé, ngugc lai khién bon ho cang dau khé hon.
“Khong biét tai sao,” Kién Phi con n6i, “Sau khi thdy cau tai London, t& bdng nhién rét vui, cam thiy cdu sdng kién curong, thit 1 tot qua.”

(T3]

“Néu—— t6 chi ndi |a néu,” dnh mit Kién Phi bdng tré nén hur vo mo mit, “Tréi lai, néu ngwdi ra di | cau, Thé Van, ma khong phai Thé Phan, c6 I&
cdu ay s€ rat khé chiu, dau long khong thé song tiép. ..”

“A...” C5 hoi hé miéng, mudn néi nhung lai kinh ngac khé goi.

“Con ngudi cau 4y 1 nhur vay,” Kién Phi cudi diu dang, cti dau 161, “Méc du lubn tuoi cudi, coi mo, nhung m(f)i khi giip chuyén dau long, ciu 4y s& yéu
duoi khong biét nén lam sao cho phdi, nguoc lai ngudi ¢ ca tinh diém tinh hudng ndi nhur cdu s€ kién cuong, naim ngoai du doan ctia moi nguoi...”

Noi xong hai ngurdi déu im Eing nhin hang chit miu do trén mo bia, cing voi gach men si tréng nga kia, gitr phiit nity hinh nhu khong can phéi n6i ciu g,
nguoi dudi phien da cling da hieu duoc tat ca.

Lurong Kién Phi nhém nit, chéip hai tay lai, Am thim tAm sy va cdu nguyén dudi ddy long, nhat dinh 1 mudn tim sy cho nguoi chét yén tam. ..

“Kién Phi,” Thé VAn dit hai tay vao tti, king king nhin b6 hoa huéng duong tuoi dep trén phién d4 kia, “Néu 6 ndi voi cdu, ngudi ném dudi ddy khong
phai The Van. .. cdu c6 tin khong?”

Lurong Kién Phi thang thét nhin ¢6, qua that Au moi tir trong ¢b hong thdt ra hai chit: “Gi co?”

C6 rat mubn noi, t6 chinh 3 Thé Phén, t6 chua chét, nhung 6 khong cam thiy vui vé, nguoc lai phéi chiu gidy vo. .. Nghe tin tirc thé ndy, cau s& vui vé
hay 1A phin n9? Cau c6 thé tha thir cho t& khong?

Nhung mé 6 guong gao cudi cudi, e dau ndi: “Khong ¢ g, chi i mot cau. . .ndi dila ma thoi”

Kién Phi nghi hoa(; nth iy, cubi cung quay dAu di chd khéac, nhin vé xa xa ndi: “Co B.. .1& tirng nghi toi, néu nguoi con séng 1a Thé Phéan, khong phai
Thé Van, tht Ia tot biet bao...”

(T3]

*...Nhung sau d6 t¢ lai doi y,” Kién Phi xoay du qua nhin 6, “Méc ké ‘cau’ I ai, mic k¢ ngudi con song 1 i, & déu cim on ong trdi da khong mang
‘cau’ di, t& nghi, ngudi bi mang di nhat dinh cling cho 1a vay.”

N6i xong Kién Phi iy ra kinh mat trong tti 4o khodc deo Ién, xoay nguoi bo di, co 4y khong néi “tam biét”, ciing ching quay dau vay tay, bién mit &
mot phia khac trong ltim cy xanh biéc.

Thé Phan ngo ngin nhin noi bong lung kia bién mit, khée miéng c6 kéo ra ny cudi khd nhan nhat.

Lic ra khoi nghiia trang, c6 ly di dong goi cho Tudng Bach Liét.



“Anh biét khong, hom nay t6i di thim em dy...” Néi xong, co cam thiy c4i mili cay cay, nhur I rat vat va ngin chin ndi thirong cam mudn dang trao.
“Ai? Em géi sa0?” Tudng Bach Liét hinh nhu dang nu nuréng, du day bén kia truyén dén tiéng ndi chao.

“Um...t5i con gip duoc ban than hdi trude.”

“C6 n6i véi ¢d dy chua?”

“Thue ra ¢d |3 Thé Phan.”

“Toi nghi. . .suyt nita da ndi véi co Ay, nhung cudi cling van khong. ..
“A...co chit dang tiéc.”

“Nhu viy em géi thi sao, da ni hét véi co 4y chura?”

C6 ngdi vio trong xe, hit mdt hoi tht sau: “Khong biét. . trén thyc té, t6i ciing khong biét minh nén n6i gi véi em dy, t6i nghi réng cho dii ndi gi ciing
khong the van hoi, emay s¢ khong tha thir cho t61.”

Tuodng Bach Ligt im king, mot lat sau, anh ta nhu 1 dén chd yén finh, ding giong diéu 4m ap noi: “Hay nghe t6i n6i, néu, tit ca moi thir déu hoan ddi, néu
¢0 1a nguroi da mat, ¢6 s€ han co ay chr?”

“.. Khong dau.” C6 khé khén tra 1oi.
“Thé thi tai sao ¢6 phéi hoang mang, tai sao phai dau khd, tai sao khong nén cau xin tha thir chi?”
“Nhung béc si, anh khong hiéu, nguoi chét khong phai toi, ma | Thé Van!” C6 gin nhur mubn hét to.

“Y ¢b 14 tuy c6 may mén cc‘)n“séng nhung con dau khé hon 12 chét~ u,” am thanh cua anh ta ¢6 phan lanh ling, “Chéng & co khong cam thiy y tuong nay
khong hé cé y nghia sao? Chang 1€ c6 nhat dinh phai mang theo noi dau d€ song tip sao? C6 nghi rang Thé Van thich nhin thay ¢d nhur vay ha?”

“_..” Pay 4 lan dau tién Tuong Bach Lict méng cd, nhung khong biét tai sao c6 khong thay kho chiu, chi c6 khoe miéng né ra ny cudi khd tira nhur khi
nhin bong hung ctia Kién Phi.

Diu dang ciing dwoc, hung dit ciing duoc, ¢6 biét bon ho déu mudn gitp ¢6, mudn gitip mdt ¢ gai quat cuong thoat khoi canh khén kho.

C5 lai hit sau lan nira, ding giong diéu thoai méi ndi: “Do an trong ndi anh khong chay sao?”

73 A!”

Tuédng Bach Liét & dau diy bén kia quat to mot tiéng, tiép theo I tiéng bude chan.

“Bo bit tét ctia toi. ..”” Am thanh ciia anh ta nghe ra rit dau kho.

C6 bét cudi: “Hy vong con ¢6 thé van hoi.”

“N6i dén van hoi,” anh ta n6i, “Toi khong hé ddng ¥ vai cach ndi vira rdi clia cd, t6i khong chip nhén c6 da n6i cho diindi gi ciing khong thé van hdi”
“Nhung by gits toi phai di van hdi bo bit tét ctia ti trude, cho nén in sau gip mit rdi noi.”

Tudng Bach Liét khong cho ¢6 bé‘g ctr co hoindo da clip méy, ¢ nhin man hinh di dong, trong long c6 chit phién muon, nhung lai ché mong —— béi vi
anh ta n6i, c6 khong phai khong thé van hoi.

Khong ba gt chiéu, Thé Phén ki xe tré vé dui lu khu chung cur, khong ngd trong thy Vién To Van dang tura nguoi trén tong thin thd, co theo ban
nang dap phanh ngay, 10p xe va mit dat ma sat phat ra &m thanh choi tai, chd ¢6 1y lai tinh than, phat hién Vién To Van dang mim cudi nhin cd.

C5 khong nhin anh, 1im bo tinh bo db xe xong rdi xubng xe di vé phia anh.
“Hom nay anh khong can di lim sao?” C6 ding budc tai chd cach anh hai mét, khong nhin 4nh ¥t anh.

“Em thi sa0?”” Anh khong dap ma hoi nguogc lai.



“Em c6 viée. ..” C6 nhiu miy, trAm miic.

“Khong moi anh di én ngdi sao?”

“Thé thi dén nha anh di.” N6i xong anh im nhur v6 ¥ ndm tay 6, di ra ngoai.

C6 hoang hét mudn gidy dua, nhung phat hién ban tay giir ¢6 tay ¢d vitng chic nhur 1 st thép.

“Vién T6 Van!” Cubi cting ¢ khong nhin dwoc nmi goi tén anh.

“Sao co?” Anh dua cd In xe taxi, n6i dia chi, sau 6 nhan nhd nhin phong canh ngoai ctra s.

C5 thdr dai bong nhién cam thiy bat déc di, ¢6 doc lp va cb chap, duy chi hét cach véi ngudi dan 6ng trude mét nay. La boi vi su ba dao cta anh sao?
Hay I vi...sur 4y ndy di khong tir biét ctia rat nhidu nam trudc?

Xe taxi dimg dudi lau nha anh, anh ding mt tay thanh toan tién, tay kia ném chét c6 budc xudng xe, sau d6 nhu con nit n6i: “Néu em hira v6i anh
khong chay di, anh s€ tha emra.”

C6 nhiu may, van git ddu dong y. Anh that s budng tay ra, nhung rt cham nhur B s ¢6 chudn di

C6 dit hai tay vao tii, di thing Ién lau, day long nhu dang ndi: chuyén da hira véi anh, em s& khong nudt 10i nita.

Nha anh van nhu trude, tat ca mau sic déu ¢o vé uam, chi c6 tAm dém mau do trén sofa 12 bit mit, hinh nhw anh m6i mua.
“Ngdi di.” Anh tity ¥ chi chi, sau d6 dén i lanh trong phong bép lAy ra hai chai nurée khoang, dua mbt chai cho c6.

C6 cam Iy, khong mo ra.

Anh cling khong mo ra.

hai nguoi trdm méc trong chdc lat, bdng nhién ddng thanh ndi: “Anh / Em ¢6 10i mudn néi véi anh. ..

Vién T6 Vén ngin ngudi, n6i: “Anh nhan ra minh khong thé chiu dung ndi. . .c4i loai ‘mép mo” nay.”

“Pay | phuong phéap anh da nghi rit lAu m6i nghi ra, dé tiép can em nhung khong t6n thuwong emy, anh chi c6 thé ding tat ca ban finh di m chuyén
khong phai s¢ truong ctia minh. ..”

C6 cudi khd, khong biét nén vui hay budn.

“Nhung dém qua anh nim trén girong, mdt khi nhim n¥ét lai lién nhin thay em, anh nhan ra minh khong thich hop vai loai quan hé map mo nay.”
Dung vay, 6 n6i dudi day long, emdong y.

“Liic dau anh rét s hai,” anh cao toc, “Néu em thit sy khong phéi Thé Phén ms a Thé Van, néu anh ngu dai yéu em, nhur vy anh nghi anh biét minh
nén lam thé ndo. Anh s& roi khoi em, trurde khi em cam thay dau kho thi anh s€ roi xa em, sau d6 anh c6 thé tr¢ thanh mot Vién T6 Van khac da chet
long...”

(T3]

“Nhung em khong phai Thé Vin, emla Thé Phan, boi vy anh khong b1et nén lamsao,” anh té1 gan ¢, so minh s& khién ¢6 chay tron, anh nhan nhin
khong namtay 0, “Mac duem gan nhu bién thanh ¢6 ay, nhung anh mét clia em chua timg thay d6i, nhur vy, ngudi phu nit ndy van khién tréi tim anh
dap nhanh, 1ot cude cd gaicla nhiéu nam trude van 1. . .em hién tai do da thay d6i rht nhiéu?”

...Cho di d4p 4n ctia anh fa gi,” 6 rdt cude cét 10, “Dicu emmudn néi voi anh b, hily quén di cd gai tén | “Vien Thé Phan’ di, gidng nhur anh da ndi
trd thanh mot Vién TO Van khéc.”

“Tai sa0?!” Trong nhay mit, anh ndi gian.
“Boi vi em khong yéu anh. ..” C6 nghe duge am thanh minh rét binh finh ndi, nhung van khong d4m nging dau nhin it anh.

Anh trimg i, nguoi khong dé dang ndi gian nhu anh da bi choc gjan hoan toan: ‘“Ihé tai sao ]:;m nao em cung theo anh dén rap chiéu phim? Tai sao



“Ta

Vi...” C6 rat mubn ndi ra nguyén do, nhung trong dau lai trdng rong,

.. .Emmudn n6i v6i anh Em khong yéu anh sao? Vay thi em hily ndi cho anh biét nhur thé ndo mdi goi B yéu, em mudn anh lim sao mdi ¢6 thé khién em
yéu anh?”

C6 mim mdi, trude mét tré nén mo hd, c6 khong thé tra 101 cau hoi ctia anh, mot chit ciing khong dap duoc.
Anh viron tay ndm cam cd, nang mt c6 1én, mic dii trong it ¢6 B murde mit, nhung ¢ van quat cuong khong nhin anh.

“Em q& chiu thira nhAn rinh 13 Thé Ph@n, tai sao em khong chiu thira nhan em van con yéu anh?” Gigng anh khan khan, kich dong phﬁn nd wira roi dan
tan bién, ma thay vao d6 1a cam xtic mét mat.

[T3E 1]

Bdng nhién anh i dau hon ¢, mém nhe nhung tran dy manh mé, duong nhu dang cau xin gi do.

C6 ¢6 thé cam gic dugc mdi ludi 4m ap ctia anh, ciing voi trai tim dap manh clia minh.

Anh dang tay 6m chit c6, van hon ¢6 diu dang nhur vy, so ring s& doa dén c6, nhung lai chuyén ché khong cho ¢6 chay trdn. C6 khong biét im sao,
céanh tay anh nhe nhang ma manh m€ cho du lam thé nao ciing khong day ra dugc, ¢ bat gidc ha miéng nuon bao dirng, nhung bi anh hon sau hon,
giong nhur lam sao ciing khong thé tach ra.

C6 thoi chdng cyr, theo ban ning hoa hop voi anh, o chot quén hét moi thi, quén di 4c mdng cta tam nam trude, quén di sy dAu tranh ctia tim nam
nay, quén di moi hanh phtic va xtic dong, cling quén tht ca bi thurong va dau kho. .. C6 chi nhé mdt didu, 1 mot budi tdi nam trén dinh nii ngim sao ctia
nhiéu ndm vé trude, mdt dém sao troi 1o rang ni lAp lanh, tira nhw 4nh mét anh. ..

“Nhur vdy...” Anh bdng nhién buéng ¢b ra, mim cudi néi, “Em con dam néi em khong yéu anh khong?”

C6 nhin anh, trong nhay mét nhur 13 tréng thay chang trai thich tro dia dai, con c6 khudn mit tuoi cudi sau khi thye hién thanh cong, c6 ddy anh ra,
ching hé tdn cong, sau d6 xoay ngudi mudn di.

Anh vi vang di theo 6m léy ¢0 tlr phia sau, c6 khong nhin théy sc mit clia anh, nhung co biét anh dang sg hai, cd € so o gidn, sg co mudn di.
Cb cuoi kho, ¢b khong tirc gian nhung ma ¢6 that sy mubn di.
Anh lai bt d4u hon ¢, tir vanh tai dén sau gay, duong nhu anh déu nhé rd mdi mdt noi min cam ciia ¢6, anh hén dén mire khién 6 khin trurong,

Cb bt dau gidy dua, trong 1ong dang kén ndi hoang mang khong biét tir dau tdi, nhung cang gidly dua cd cang cam thdy hoang so. Anh xoay vai ¢d qua,
dat c6 1én tuong, anh mit i roi, co biét diéu d6 dai dién cho duc vong ddy Ién trong long anh.

“Vién T6 Van——" ¢6 mubn “danh thirc anh, nhung miéng kai bj anh chiin lai tho bao, ltc ndy anh da tro nén dién cudng, khong con a Vién T6 Van
binh tinh cao ngao kia, ma Ia mdt nguwoi dan 6ng khong nuon che giau ban than nira.

Anh bdng nhién bong c6 1én, d4 ving cira phong ctia minh, 16i ném ¢6 én girong, ¢6 con chua kip hét thi anh da phi trén ngudi ¢, bat dau coi quan o
cua co.

“Vién T6 Van, anh dién ri?!” C6 phan khang, nhung khong c6 hiéu qua.

Ngon tay anh mon trén bau ngue cua ¢o, vi thé ¢6 khong nhin duoc ma run ry, anh im Eing, tir dAu dén cudi déu im king, nhung 4nh mét dwong nhu
khong chit khach so néi: anh mudn em

Anh ng6i day, mau chong cdi 4o clia minh, chang ton bao nhiéu strc dat ¢ nam én giwong lan nita, cho dit ¢6 muon nhan co hdi chay tron.

Co nh]n 4nh mt anh, bong nhién hiéu duoc, anh dang tirc gidn, nu hon diu dang ban dAu chi | mot loai che giéu, thyc ra trong long anh nhét dinh da tirc
dién roi bai vi ¢d ndi cd khong yéu anh. . .

Anh vira ¢6i quan 40 wira hon c6, ¢d gidly dua nhung lai khéng nhin durge ma cudi én.

A, ,anh van la chang trai cb chép kia, ngoai duc vong dudi day long ra, anh con cb chép mudn chirg minh bon ho van yéunhau, ¢ bat cudi bdi sy cb
chap nay ctia anh——

L4 kho s6 sao? Khong phai.
La tirc gidn sao? Khong phai.

Cb chi 4 bi anh choc cudi, cé 1§ ntur Tudng Bach Liét ndi, khi “Thé Phan” rdi khoi thé gi61 nay, thoi gian ctia ¢6 ngung lai, thoi gian ctia anh. . .cling



ngtmg la theo,

Anh vén I chang trai *t6¢ vang” khong cho phép 6 néi kiéu téc ctia anh kho coi, vén cing ¢ ngim sao, béo cd khong durge phép rdi khoi anh, van
Vién T6 Van thich dan c6 di xem phim kinh di sau d6 nhin co hi 6mco. ..

Héa ra, anh van 1 anh.

Anh cam gidc duoc cd cudi, vi thé anh budng mdi co ra, nghiém tic nhin ¢d.

C5 van cudi, cudi dén toe toét, boi vi khudn mit nghiém tic ctia anh, giéng nhu minh dang m chuyén quan trong c& ndo, thiéng liéng biét bao.

C0 At mubn ndi, Vién T6 Van, anh dung nao loan.

Nhung anh khong cho ¢6 co hdi ndo, ma van nghiém tic nhu trude ri tiép tuc, cho dén khi ¢ hét nhin ndi kéu n. ..

Thé Phén di vao thang may, 4n nit “317, sau d6 ngo ngac dura vao twong, c6 phan khong thé tin vira rdi minh da m gi.

Vién T6 Van khéc voi tam nam trudc, anh ngii rat say, 1 boi vi anh khong so ¢6 bo di sao? Hay 1 vi anh tré thanh mdt ngudi dan ong khong biét so hai?
C6 Iy ra hai ban tay dut trong i, phat hién ching né dang run rdy, c6 & tréi tim ¢6 ciing dang run réy theo.

Ra khoi thang may, ¢6 mo cira phong, sau d6 di tim trude.

Khi mrde 4m gidi rira khuon mit ¢, trong dau c6 hién ra canh twong sau khi Vién TS Van thirc day khong nhin thiy ¢6, c6 ding sirc dui mit, mudn
khién chinh minh tréng khong yeu 6t.

Tém rira xong, cd bat méy tinh, dudi goc phéi ctia man hinh xuét hién mdt khung dbi thoai, nhic nhé ¢ ¢ thur moi. C6 nhin dia chi giri dén, ngo ngic
cao tdc, cudi ciing van lay diing khi ma md ra.

Tinh cAu ¢6 don:
Emkhée khong?
Rét vui khi nhan dugc thur ctia em, chi khong biét em c6 bang long dé chi doc bire thu nay trong tiét muc hay khong, vi thé chi quyét dinh hoi 4m cho em.

V& cau hoi em da dura ra, cau tra loi cua chi la: chi s& dau long, kho chiu, nhung khong sao ca, chi can ngudi con séng cho rang sinh menh cta minh ¢6 y
nghia 1a tot r6i. Song hodc chét, rat nhieu lic khong phai do chiing ta ty quyéet dinh, mdt khi ¢ nhu vy, céan gi co chap rot cudc 1a ai song, ai chét?

Puong nhién, day chi 1 y kién c4 nhn ctia chi dé tham khéo thoi.

Mt khéc, khong biét tai sao, chi luén c6 cam giac hinh nhwr d3 quen biét em, ching ta d3 timg gip nhau chura nhi?
Chiic em cang ngay cang khong c6 don!

Tao Thu L

Thé Phén tira trén hing ghé, cam thay minh khong biét gi ca, hinh nhur mbi nguoi déu cho ring viée d6 khong sao, nhung néu thét sur gip chuyén nhur
vay, bon ho s€ ra sao chir?

C6 nghi t6i Tir Mic, 6 gai chét phac am thAm quan tm dén “Thé Van”, c6 Ay ciing nghi vy sao? C6 4y ciing s& cho rang bét luan i chj hay em gii
con song, déu khong sao ca u?

C6 nhin dong hd trén tudng, murdi hai gio. .
C6 bé lo lem cudi cing da trd vé& nguyén hinh.

Nty hom sau, d6i v6i Thé Phan k& mdt tuin vira mdi bét dau. C6 lo dang thirc ddly, rira mt, ra ngodi, hinh nhur trong déu dang suy nghi rit nhidu
chuyén, nhung lai hinh nhu chang suy nghi gi.

Cb di vao cao ¢ cong ty chd thang may, vira ngAng dau da nhin thdy Vién To Van dang ndi cuoi véi dong nghiép, c6 ngn ngudi, rat hiém khi thiy anh
nhu vay, hinh nhu tAm trang rat tot.

Bdng nhién anh quay dau nhin ¢, 4nh mit binh finh mé thong dong, hinh nhur lai bién thanh mdt ngudi dan éng chin chén.

C6 xoay mit qua khong nhin anh, ¢6 cam nhin dugc thinh thoang anh doi tAmmit vé phia ¢, lai to ra lanh Ring, gidng nhur. . .chua timg xay ra chuyén
i, tra nhu bon ho van 1a cap trén va cap dudi khong an y voi nhau.

Thang méy t6i ri, ¢ dinh ki lai, nhung lai bi dam nguoi déng sau day vao thang méy.



Vira nging du Ién, khong biét anh dimg trude mét ¢6 tir lic ndo.
Nhitng dong nghiép khéc nhin thiy ¢6 déu than thién chao hoi, ¢6 cling git du v6i timg ngudi, chi khong nhin anh.
Pdng nghiép bén canh con mudn ndi tiép dé tai khi ndly, nhung Vién T6 Van chot xi mt, khién cho bau khong khi trd nén gurong gao.

C0 cti dau, lan dau tién cam thy di thang iy [ chuyén day vo thé ndo. Ciing may sau khi cira mo ra dong lai miy lan thi da dén noi ¢6 m vige, ¢0 voi
vang lao ra ngoai, di thang dén van phong minh, con chua vao ctra thi di dong da vang lén.

Trén min hinh nhéy ra déy s6 khong can nhin ciing biét 14 ai. C6 dong cira vin phong, dinh By lai tinh thin méi bat may.
“Em dirng ndi véi anh ngiy hom qua xay ra chuyén gi em déu quén hét roi.” Loi dao dau ciia anh rét trre tiép, ngay ca giong diéu ciing cimg ngic.
“Chét tiét, em dirng n6i nhitng 101 v6 nghiia v6i anh, anh khéng tin, ciing khong mubn nghe!”

[T 1]

“Khong muén n6i chuyén?”’ Sau khi ¢6 im Eing mot hdi ching biét im sao, anh bong nhién rét binh finh hoi han, nhung c6 biét d6 14 yén binh trude con
bao tap.

“Nhitng 16i em mudn néi, anh n6i anh khong tin, ciing khong mudn nghe, thé thi em con ¢6 thé ni gi chir?”

T3]

“Vién Thé Phan,” anh nhur 1 ¢b ging khién minh binh tinh trd lai, “Em thé ndy anh c6 thé hiéu 1z em dang dia gion voi anh khong?”

(T3]

“Co thé...” Co gia v n6i rat tyr nhién, sau d6 bat gidc che miéng lai, so miéng minh & thét ra bat cir 4m thanh run riy ndo.

“Emdiia gion véi anh ciing khong sao, nhung tai sao em ciing mudn diia gion véi ban than? Tai sao em khong thé thanh that di dién chinh minh?”
C5 cb ging dimg 4m thanh binh tinh nhét n6i: “Tam biét.”

Sau do, c6 khép di dong lai, chan nan ngdi trén ghé, c6 khong tin anh s& budng tha ¢6 nhur vy, nhung it nhét, anh s& thir khién minh tinh tdo lai.

Nhur vay biét d4u, anh s& nghiém tic phan tich mdi quan hé nay, n6i khong chimg cudi cting anh s& cam thiy bon ho khong hé thich hop. ..

Bai vi c6 14 nguoi khong thich hop voi hanh phiic sau khi cudp di moi thir ctia mdt ngudi nao do.

Ca ngay trai qua tAm trang hit hoang, hon nita giér}g nhu ¢6 dodn trude, Vien T6 Van khong dén tim ¢6, vai ngay sau c6 thinh thoang giip phéi Shelly
thur ky ctia anh ¢ hanh lang, nghe chi ta phan nan vé sép ctia minh. C6 nhanh chéng bo di, khong dam nghe k¥ cang, ¢6 nghi, ¢6 I 1a vi tim trang anh
khong tot cho lam. ..

Chéing qua, tAm trang khong 5t ciing khong phai chi ¢6 minh anh.

12.2

Edit: Sam

“Tam trang ctia ¢b ¢6 vé sa st nhi.” Sang thir bay, Tudng Bach Liét vira nhin thiy ¢6 1ién n6i cau ndy trude tién.

“Camon...” C6 ngdi vao cai ghé goi 1 “ghé Freud” kia, chun bi bit dau tAm Iy tri liéu lan nita.

“A,” anh ta dat bia 1én ban, “Thé thi xemra con chua gay go nhi, it nhét ¢6 noi ‘cdmon’, khong mic ké t61.”

“P6 I vi t61 khong biét nén tra 10i thé ndo, t6i khong mudn vira t6i da choc gidn anh. ..

“0,” Tudng Bach Liét nhin vai, “Cua n6i di, t6i s& khong gian.”

“_..Miéng bo bit tét lan trude ctia anh sau do thé nao?”



“_. Puoc rdi, t6i thira nhan t6i bi choc gidn.” Anh ta ngdi trén ghé sau ban, cti dau viét gi d6, khong nhin ¢o.

“Toi xin 181, t6i khong ¢6 ¢ ¥, nhung anh bao t6i im vay. ..” C6 xua tay khong biét nén néi tiép thé ndo.

“Bay gior tAm trang tot hon chit chwra?”

“..C6 I vay.”

Tuong Bach Liét nging dau, mim cudi noi: “Néu am t6i tirc gidn c6 thé khién c6 d& chiu mot cht, vay thi toi co thé gian tiép. ..”
Thé Phan nhin anh ta, cudi cling 16 ra nu cuoi bat dic di “Co gai duoc anh thich nhét dinh rat hanh phic nhi?”

“0, ding vay,” anh ta gat dAu, “Hién tai ¢6 Ay qua that rit hanh phiic, nhung khong phai I boi vi dugc toi thich.”

“C6 thé. . .ndi vé ¢ ay khong?”

Anh ta nhiu my: “Rét cude ¢b I bac sihay 6i 1 bac si?”

“Thinh thoang c6 thé hoan ddi véi toi mdt chit, 6 ké cho anh nghe nhiéu chuyén ctia minh nhu vay.” C6 nén ni, ¢6 1§ ciing khong phéi that sy nmudn biét
chuyén cua nguoi khac, nhung muon biet nhur theé nao mdi xem nhur 14 hanh phuic.

Tudng Bach Liét do du vai gidy, rdi ndi: “Um. .. C6 Ay 1 ddng nghiép hdi trurde cia toi, ciing gidng cd, da xay ra mot vidc, vi thé xa xir ra murde ngoai
lam viéc.”

“Piémnao cua ¢ dy da thu hit anh?”

“Khong biét,” mot tay anh ta chdng dau, vé miit boc truc, “C6 18 tra nhur ¢d tirng ndi, t6i s& thich loai ngudi giéng nhur t6i, ¢6 Ay tring hop i ngwdi nhu
vay.”

“Bay gioy ¢ dy dang lam gi? hai ngudi con lién lac v6i nhau khong?”

“Co ay 14 nguroi Thurong Hai, tim mdt cong viée ¢ déy, chiing t6i cing thirdng xuyén gip mit, nhung chi 1 ban than, ngudi cd 4y thich thyc ra i anh trai
cta co ay.”

“Gico?!”

“Thét c6 181,” anh ta cao tdc, “Khong phai anh em rudt, 1a loai quan hé khong co huyét théng éy, anh trai cO éy duoc nhan nubi.”

“A...rét gidng tinh tiét trong phim truyén hinh.”

Anh ta cudi cudi: “Toi nghi chuyén ciia ¢b con dac séc hon ca phim truyén hinh.”

“Um....” C6 bdng nhién thé: dai néi, “C6 &, ding vay. ..”

“Cho nén, rt nhiéu chuyén ngay lic phat sinh, ching ta khong hé cho ring né s& tao thanh anh huong gi d6i voi minh, nhung cubi cling khi quay dau lai,

chiing ta thurdng hay phét hién, néu lic dy ‘amnhu viy’, hodc 1a Tic 4y khong “lam nhur vay” thi t6t roi. Nhung diéu d6 khong hé quan trong, c4i quan
trong I, khi chuyén da xay ra, chiing ta nén d6i mét véiné ra sao.”

(T3]

“Bac s, t6i c6 thé hoi anh mdt cau khong?”
‘6‘?’9
“Anh cho réng, néu Tir Mic. . .biét duoc sy that, co éy sé ra sao? S& tha thir cho t61 ch?”

Tuong Bach Liét nhur | rat himg thi voi cu hoi ctia c6, anh ta suy nghi tht v, cudi cling m6i noi: “Lay sy hiéu biét cia t6i vé ¢d Ay, toi nghi cd Ay s&
hiéu...”

Thé Phan khong nim chéc syr thong hiéu ma anh ta n6i vé Tar Mic 1 bao nhiéu, nhung néu anh ta ndi vy, trong 1ong ¢6 dudng nhu diit xudng mdt hon
da lon, béng nhién sinh ra mdt chit diing khi.



Liic cude gip mit sép két thiic, Tudng Bach Liét chot ndi: “Ching ta ¢6 thé gip nhau thém bdn ndm n, sau d6 tam thoi chdm dirt quan hé giita bac si
tim Iy va bénh nhan.”

o
“C6 I8 Thang sau t6i s& trd vé New York ¢ mot thoi gian, da 1u khong vé nha, ngudi trong nha hinh nhu rét tirc gian.”
“0...” C5 kinh ngac nhin anh ta, n6i khong nén Ioi.

“Pumg ra vé luyén tiéc, toi chi & mdt thoi gian rdi s trd lai.”

“Nhung ma. ..” C6 nhiu may, “Anh thit sy & tro vé chir?”

“Puong nhién. ..” Anh ta twoi cuoi khé 4i, “Noi ndy ¢6 nguoi toi thich, mon n, thanh phd, cing ¢6 céc bénh nhén yéu mén t0i, t0i nghl toi nhat dinh s&

trd ve.
“Um. . .thé thi anh ndi phai gitr 1oi d4y.”

“Dlmg nhur vay, t0i con chura di ma, da mudn 1am t6i khoc rdi sa0?”” Anh ta nhin vai.

C6 mim cudi, ny cudi bat déc di nhung that tinh.

“Ding rdi, Ian trude goi dién anh noi, 16i khong phai khong thé van hdi. . . lan nay c6 thé noi cho t6i biét khong?”

“A.” Tuong Bach Liét git dau, noi, “Boi vi co con sdng tht, ¢ thé séng vui vé, khi ¢ quén di ndi dau nay, khong phai da van hoi tat ca rdi sao?”
“Boi vi ¢d lai ¢6 thé gidng nhur lic ban dau, im mot Vién Thé Phan chan thét, théng thén thanh khén, khong che gidu gi hét.”

Ca ngay ch nhét, Thé Phan déu thu don phong bc, ¢d chot yéu thich cim gidc nay, hinh nhu khong can suy nghi gi ca, chi kén ké hoach im sao sap xép
tirng mon d6 gon gang ngan nap.

Hoi trude ¢6 khong phai vy, ding thir gi xong thi tién tay dit & mdt chd, trong phong luon n xon, mdi an mudn tim gi d6, ¢d déu s& hoi me hoac k
Thé Vén, ky qui 3, ho uon biét co dat db ¢ dau.

Cb nghi rang, d6 1 vi ho rat hiéu c6 ching?

C0 cam thiy minh nhur viy 1 hanh phic, duoc ngudi khéc hiéu, hogc B noi, biét minh dugc thong hicu. Nhung sau do, khi ¢d tr thanh “Thé Van”, ¢
dan dan quén mat diémnay, c6 luén song trong thé gidi ctia minh, mac du moi thir déu sap dét rat co trat ti, nhung van khong tim thay thir mudn tim.

C6 & & trong thAm tAm c6 ciing ching thay d6i bao nhiéu, nhung loai hanh phiic duoc thong hiéu da danh roi tai gbc ndo d6 tir Ay, khi ¢ quay dau lai,
phat hién hanh phtic nho bé nay lai & khap noi, chi la c6 khong nhin dén ma thoi.

Tir trong thing gidy c6 Jy ra tirmg mén do, phén biét can than, sau d6 dat ching tai noi ching nén 6. Mot hop gidy miu lam dat dudi ciing thing gidy, ¢o
cam Ién xem, nhin k§ cang, bong nhién ngac nhién mo to mat.

Trong hop gidy 1 mot chiéc mii ki trai mau lam, d6 1. . .qua sinh nhét ctia Vién T6 Van. D6 1 mén qua chua timg c6 co hdi ting cho anh.

C6 nhé t6i tam anh (p ngwroc trén ban anh, dAu toc anh vang hoe, anh it rat sic bén, vi thé ¢6 mua chiée mii ludi trai ndy, mudn che khudt mai toc ciia
anh, con ¢6 anh mat ctia anh —— the thi trong anh c6 vé diu dang hon mit ti.

C6 cam chiéc mi trong tay, nhin dén thén tho, hinh nhur tt ca qua khir déu xuét hién truée mit. Néu con dc mong kia khong xay ra, néu c6 nhur nguyén
tang mon qua sinh nhit ndy. .. The thi hién tai bon ho s& nhur the nao day?

La mdt d6i vo chong hoa thuan? Hay 1a mdt cip oan gia da di trén con dudng riéng clia minh tir 1au?
Nhung tra nhur 101 Tudng Bach Liét néi, didu d6 khong ¢6 y nghia gi, diéu ¢6 nén lam chinh i di mét v6i cude sbng ctia minh ma thoi.

Chudng cira d6t nhién vang Ién, c6 dimg day rira tay, ngap ngimg dén truée méit méo nhin ra bén ngoai

thira Ia Tir Mac.
“Sao vay?” Co mo cua.
Khudn niit von cimg nhéc ctia Tir Mic lic ndy tmg do, anh mét dao dong bat dinh: “C6 bia khong? Cua té udng hét roi...”

N6i xong, ¢b 4y di thing vao phong bép luc loi.



“Xemra ciu dd u6ng nhidu roi.” Thé Phan dong cira lai, phét giac diém bat thuong cta Tir Mic, ¢b voi vang di qua gianh Ry bia.

“Té mubn ubng. ..” Tir Miic biu mbi, nhur i dang nhdng nhio.

“C6 thé n6i cho t6 biét da xay ra chuyén gi khong?” C6 khong dung ting Tir Mic, mé cAt bia vao trong ngiin tii rat cao.

Tir Mzic mo hd im ing, quay dau di chd khéc khong nhin co.

“La...vé Hang Ty sa0?” C6 thir do hoi.

Tir Miic khong tra 104, qua mdt hoi liu m6i khe git dau.

“Lai ddy di, t& thiy cau khong nén udng nira, nhung néu cau mudn bon minh ¢ thé n6i chuyén.” C6 d Tir Mic ngdi kén sofa trong phong khach.
Tt Mic bong nhién mim cudi, n6i: “Giong diéu ctia cau. . .rét gidng Tuong Bach Ligt. ..”

“Vay céu coi t¢ 12 anh ta duogc oL

[T3E1]

“Bay gior t& tuyén b bt dau tri liu.”

Tt Mac khong duogc tu nhién m gii ddu, rdi gai nit, nhu B hoc sinh sép giao phiéu diém

“.. Puoc rdi, néu cau cam thy ky quic, t6 ciing c6 thé tuyén bb tri liéu chdm dut.”

T Mic chin chd chde it m6i n6i: “Té cam thdy. . .hinh nhu minh, Tuén khong biét duge ngwdi khic suy nghi cai gi. . .nht 3 Hang Tu.”

“A, t¢ nghil. . .thure ra ngoai ban than minh ra thi rat it nguoi s& tht sy biét duoe ngudi khic suy nghil gl, cho nén. ..dé khong phai i mot van dé.”
“Nhung ma,” Tir Mic nhin nhé it miy, “T6 khong c6 cach ndo doén duoc suy nghif ctia anh dy. . .c6 phai t& qua ngu ngde khong?”
“Khong, khong phai, do khong phai ngbe, ma 1. . .that tha.”

“Chang qua 14 loai that tha khong dii diing khi”” C6 mim cudi, tir trong day 1ong mudn ¢b vii Tir Mac.

“C6 E caunodi dung. ..” T Mic nhe giong noi, khudn mit von nhiin nhé dan dan tha long.

“Thé Van...”

“Hirm?” C6 ngp ngimg tra 1oi.

“Con nhd, t& da timg ndi véi cau, t¢ rat vui vi ngudi ra di B chi cau chir khong phai cau khong?”

“Ky that, sau do t6 da suy nghi ki cang, cam thiy minh ndi vay 1 khong ding.”

“Té khong phai thiy vui vé cai chét ctia Thé Phan —— thurc ra t6 ciing rat budn, y ciia t& 1 cu con sng ki chuyén tdt, cau hiéu khong?”
“Um...” Co gat dau.

“A, vay la t6t rO1.” N cudi rét cude da xudt hién trén mit Tir Mic, mic du hoi cliing ngafc, nhung c6 biét d6 1 nu cudi thoi méi ctia Tt Mac.
“Néu...” C6 nghe duoc tiéng minh n6i, “Té i Thé Phan, mi khong phai [ Thé Vén, ciu con cam thy vui vé khong?”

“Gi c0?...” Sic mit ciia Tir Mic giong nhu Lirong Kién Phi hom dé, ching qua Tir Miic khong thé hién ra minh qua kinh ngac, chi 1 hoi ngd ngang,



“...” C6 chang n6i gi, khoe miéng kéo ra nu cudi khod, ¢6 & ic ndy s& giong nhur 1in trude, khong thé ndi ra miéng,
“A!” Tir Miic bong nhién nhur 13 nhan ra gi d6, chi vao ¢d, khong n6i nén 1oi.

“Cau that 1a... Thé Phan?”

“_..” C6 khong gt dau, ciing khong Fc dau, chi 3 ngd nging,

Pén tot cing, Tir Miic s& ddi xir voi ¢o ra sao, ¢6 thé tha thir cho c6 hay khong?

T Méc ding day, ldo ddo chay toi cua, thép giong néi: “K¢é lra ddo...cau 1a ké lra dao!”
N6i xong, ¢ 4y md cira Xong ra ngoai.

Pdng hd qua e trén trdng kéu tich tic, Thé Phan con ngo ngic ngdi trén sofa, ¢6 bdng nhién rét mudn goi dién cho Tudng Bach Liét, ndi voi anh ta:
anh do4n sai r6i.

“Chao budi tdi cac vi thinh gia, lai dén thoi gian Thu Lo duoc gip g moi nguoi tai song dién tir, tudn ndy khong biét tai sao New York chot tré nén rt
ndng, dai khi trgng ndi day 1a thoi tiet hiém thay tir may chuc nam nay, nhung hinh nhu moi nguoi khong quan tdm cho lam

Hom nay nhan duoc thur ciia mot ban thinh gia tré tudi, ¢6 Ay chi méi 16 tubi, nhung da bt diu phién mudn vé cude sdng va ly tudng sau ndy, co dy noi:

chi Thur Lo camon ban da ding ‘chi’ dé goi Thur Lo, ma khong phéi i ‘di’ —— Iic chi di méit v6i sur hra chon, chi im thé ndo dé ly ding khi,
1a diéu gi cho chi sttc manh?

Pay thit sy i mot van dé. . .day ap strc song tré trung, thét ra khi Thu Lo doc dén thic mic cta ban, t6i bdng nhién nhé lai thoi thidu ni¥ cta minh,
nhung ma trong ky tre nam 16, 17 tudi ctia 61 déu ol tiéu thuyét, truyén tranh, tap chi, bing nhac. Khi d6 t0i hoan toan khong c6 théic mic vé tuong lai,
61 mubn Bm g, mudn trd thanh ngudi thé ndo, mubn thi vao dai hoc ndo. .. van van, nhimg vén dé nay t6i hoan toan chua nghi t61 Néuco phlen ndo thi
ciing chi la *khong lam xong bai tap ngay mai thi phai lam sao ddy’ dai loai thé, nhung ngay sau d6 t6i s& lap tirc ném nhing vin dé do ra sau dau, boi vi
chi cAn tién vao thé gi6i trong sach, t6i c6 thé quén hét tit ca —— c6 I, day 1 stre manh va diing khi ciia t6i.

Theo tudi tac I6n dan, phién ndo va hoang mang cling cang ngay cang nhiéu hon, c6 khi s& cam thiy ap hrc cude sdng rat 1on, nhung nghi ngiroc lai, stre
manh va diing khi nhan dugc cmgcangnhleuhon Ngudi nha, nguoi yéu, ban be, nhiing nguoi ¢ bén canh ching ta danh syr yéu mén cho ching ta, do
ciing a mot loai sirc manh, dwong nhién t6i rat may min, con c6 nhitng ban thinh gia dang king nghe tiét muc & mot séng dién tir khic —— nhung néu
mudn khic phuc kho khiin va co duoc chién thing chan chinh, ky tht thuong xuyén 1 do ban than minh, khi ching ta cam thdy chinh minh tran day strc
manh thi mdi c6 diing khi dé di tiép.

Nhur vay, cac ban thinh gia dang ling nghe tiét muc vao lic ndy, ddi véi cac ban, diéu g da cho ban sirc manh va diing khi? Hop thur ctia Thu Lo luén
Judn rdng md véi cac ban, tiép theo xin hidy Fing nghe mot ca khic trudc nhé. .

Thé Phin dang cdm ca phé, ngdi trén bé cira sb trong phong khéach, nhin dén neon ¢ dang xa, nd c6 vé Iong lanh trong bau trdi xanh thim.

Di dong rung rung trén bé ctra da camthach, phat ra tiéng vang dir doi, sau vai cai lién ngimg ngay, ¢6 biét 14 tin nhin ma khong phéi goi dién dén, vi thé
qua thit 1au c6 mdi cam n xem

‘21:03: 08 dang lam gi?”

Giri tin nhén cho c6 khong dau khong dudi nhu vy, e rang chi cé mdt nguoi. ..

“21:14: 02 ngAy nguoi”

“21:15: 00 néu anh khong tim em, em dinh ¢t coi anh I3 nguoi xa la ca doi u?”’

“21:16: 44 ¢6 & véy, ngudi xa la ciing khong phai khong 6 gi tht.”

“21:18:31 tai sao? Tai sao khi d biét hét moi chuyén em van con tir chdi anh?”

C6 ngo ngac nhin dong chir trén méan hinh, trong long dau nhéi, nhung ¢6 van cong khde miéng tra 1i.
“21:22: 57 hai nguoi khong c6 duyén phén tai sao nhat dinh phai & bén nhau?”’

“21:25: 08 anh twong minh rét hicu em, nhung xem ra khong phéi roi, ¢6 & Thé Phén ma anh hiéu 15 chinh | ¢6 gi trude day cdi md va thit tha, em
ai ha? La céi bong sao? Cai bong cia Thé Van va Thé Phan, khong thé trd thanh mdt trong hai ngu6i?”

Cb dung ddy, hoi ban khoin lo Eing, hinh nhu anh d3 ndi tring mot ndi dau 4n séu dudi day long,

Qua that Jau, ¢b hau nhur nghi rng cudc dbi thoai nay s& két thiic 1€ hai nhur vy, thi anh noi.



“21: 55: 30 anh ciing timg trd thinh mdt ngudi khac, trong tam nam troi anh dan dan bude ra khoi ndi dau mét em, gin nhur sép thanh cong, nhung anh
lai giip em, em mang anh tr6 v&, lic ndy c6 18 anhphaldmgnlﬂéuﬂmiglanhonnuannico thé quén hét tat ca, nhunganhtuyetdéikhongbantam—
boi viemda gifp anh tim dugc con ngudi trude day, mot Vien T6 Van ngay ca ban than anh suyt nita cling quén mét. Vi thé, du gidng nhur 1o em 16},
ching ta 14 hai ngudi khong c6 duyen phan, nhing néu em ciing ¢6 thé tim vé chinh minh, em khong con 1 c4i béng ciia bt ctr ai, nhur vay da du rdi, it
nhit d6i véi anh thé i da roi.

C0 tha nguoi én giwong, nhin bau troi dém ngoai cira 0, ¢d ¢ thé lira anh n6i minh khong yéu anh, nhung c6 khong thé néo lira ddi trdi tim minh ——
trai tim d6 da ngdp tran moi mdt nu cudi cta anh.

Tuan cudi ctng cua Thang tu, mura 1oi 1a rich, hau nhu moi nguoi déu mic 40 khodc miu den, xanh thAm hodc B mau d4t, hinh nhu chi ¢6 miu sic nhu
vay mdi cé thé phdi voi bau troi than chi.

Sang som trude khi ra ngoai, Thé Phan nhin thiy quéan 40 phoi bén ngoai trén ban cong ctia Tir Miic déu bi mura imudt, vi thé c6 di gb cira nha Tir
Mic, nhung khong c6 ai tra 1oi.

C6 thét than di vao thang may, con s6 dang nhay trén bang dién tir, cam gidc di xudng ap t6i manh mé.

cho nén Tir

Dbi v6i Tir Mic, Thé Vén ¢ 1§ a mdt ngudi ban mé ¢d éiy thich nhét, nguoi ban ndy da bi cudp di, thay bang mdt ngudi vung vé khac
Mac moi goi cd 1a “ké hira dao”, mot ké hira dao khong thé tha thr.

C6 14 xe chay ra gara, trdi mua khong 1on Fim, nhung lai che kin ctra kinh trén xe, trurdc mit ¢6 B mot manh mo hd. C6 md can gat nude, bong nhién
phat hién suyt nita minh dung tring bon hoa ¢ voi vang thang lai, trong long phap phong bat dinh, nhat thoi khong biét nén lam gi by gio.

Di dong dat trén ngin xe, c6 Hy lai binh finh rdi moi bat méy: “A 162”
“La t6.” Am thanh liu ngay khong gp ctia Thach Thy Than, cach ca Thai Binh Duong, bdng nhién khién ngudi ta rét mudn khoc.
“‘0...”

“T6 xin 161, trurde khi di khong n6i voi cau, 1 vi khdng mudn moi nguoi budn ba,” giong dicu cta anh ta rét thoai mai, “Pimg lo Fing, 6 rét tot, camthiy
quyét dinh ltic trude cta minh i ding, con ngudi vao mot thoi diém nhét dinh cin phéi nhin xem thé giéi bén ngoai céu thi sao, dao ndy én chu?”

“Um...” C6 nhe nhang kéo thing tay, twa kg vao ghé, “Ciing 6n, cau dimg lo.”

“That sao?”” Anh ta bSng nhién thép giong, “Nhung Hang Ty ndi, cdu va Tir Mac cai nhan.”
“. .A,” 6 cudi khd, “Chu éy that ndi vay sao?”

“Ding thé.”

.. Thire ra ciing khong phéi cai nhau, chi B cau Ay gian to thoi”

Tiéng cudi ctia Thach Thy Than vang Ién tir dau ddy bén kia: “C6 18 vé& chuyén nay, ngudi khan trrong hon 1a Hang Tur chir khong phai cau va Tir Miic
I]I]i; 2

C6 ciing bat gidc mim cudi, khong phai boi vi 101 néi clia anh ta, ma 1 boi vi ¢6 thé nghe duge mot Thach Thu Thin coi md nhur vy.
“Dao ndy thoi tiét & New York that thirdng qua, nong mudn chét. ..”

“U, to biét.”

“Cau ciing biét?”

“Nghe ndi trong tiét muc radio.”

“AL”

“Duing 101, 6 ndi, “Péy I sb dién thoai ciia cau u?”

“Piing vy, con chua ndi véi cau,” anh ta diu dang néi, “Bit cir lic ndo goi cho t6 cling dugc.”

“ . Pugc.” Co rau ri tra 1, trong du xuat hién mot cd gai hudng ndi va rut ré, ¢d gai d6 timg yéu Thach Thy Than.

Néu em dy nhin thy mdt Thach Thy Than nhur vay, ¢6 & ciing cam thdy vui mimg phai khong?

“Vui Ién di, t6 tin tudng cho du Ia chuyén gi cling khong lam kho cdu duogc.”



“Camon cau, dac biét goi dién cho t6.”

“Thé. . t6 phai ctp mdy day?”

“Khoanda...”

“Him?”

“Cau hay. . .giir gin suc khoe.”

“Puoc.”

“Tambiét...”

“Tambiét.”

bit didong mﬁng, Thé Phan nhin qua can gat nuoc dang chuyén dong, c6 bt giac nhoén miéng cuoi. C6 phat hién khong biét’tl‘l' khi ndo minh coi
Thach Thy Than la mbt “Thé Van” khac, moi lan gap nhau, ¢6 ludn & twéng trong em gii 6 ngay bén canh anh ta, ding nh mat diu dang va diém tinh
nhin minh, vi the 161 anh ta ndi giong nhur 13 Theé Van ndi véi c6, khien c6 bong nhién tran day strc manh va diing khi.

C6 kéo thing tay, chay lan nira, moi thir trrde mit déu trd nén 16 rang,

Lic gip dén do, ¢b dimg xe lai, lo déing ngéng dAu nhin khong trung, mura tat vao cira kinh & du xe, nhung van c6 thé nhin thiy dudng nét cia khong
trung

C6 I& ndo, tai mdt noi ndo d6, Thé Van dang nhin c6 khong?

*

“Chi c6 thé ngdi ddy khong?”

Thé Phén nging du, hoi ling tiing nhin Shelly, khong hiéu vi sao trong nha an con nhiéu chd tréng nhur vAy thé ma chi ta lai mubn ngdi di dién ¢o.
Shelly khong doi ¢6 tra 1oi, tir dong ngdi xubng, cit bo bit tét trén cai dia tring ctia minh thanh timg miéng nho, sau d6 bat dau an.

“Tén nhoc Tiéu Vién kia rat kho hau ha phai khong?”

“Huh?...” Bo db an trong tay Thé Phan suyt nita rot xudng,

“Em khong phai thay chi im thu ky cho cdu 4y hon nira niimsao?”’

“Véng...” C6 gat dau, cti dau nhin thirc an trong dia cia minh, “Ciing 6n a...”

“Céu Ay nhat dinh vui mudn chét.”

“Gip phai nguoi d& dai nhur em, con khong thira co khoe ra oai phong ctia sép lon.”

.. .Ciing khong hin vdy, chi i anh 4y ¢6 qua nhiéu yéu cau.”

Shelly nhin ¢6, bdng nhién nhoén miéng curdi: “Em khong td md tai sao chi 14 thu ky m con hung dit hon ca sép minh sa0?”

“C6 chit a.” C6 thing thin git dau.

Shelly cudi cudi: “Em biét khong, em 1 nguoi duy nhit trong cong ty dam thira nhan véi chi i em nghi vay.”

« . Khong thé nao.”

“La thé ma, tai sao khong? Nhitng dong nghiép khac chi n6i & sau lung chi, tir trudc dén nay khong ai giap mét hoi chi.”

“Nhur vay ciing khong c6 gi dé hoi. . .du sao khéng lién quan dén cong viée.”

Shelly ra vé than bi tién dén gin, néi: “Quan hé giita chi va Vién T Van. . .qua thit hon binh thuong,”

“_..” C6 mo to mit, ngo ngic chd doi dép an.

“Chila...mo 0t cta cau éy.”



“..Gia?" Cd chdp mit, c6 phan khong tin ni.

Shelly nhur 1 rét hai Kong voi phén tmg nhur v, thé fa chi ta tw &n tiép roi n6i: “Me cita Vién T6 Van & chi ho kon nhét ciia chong chi, nhung m chong
chi va cau ay chi kém nhau sdu tu6i, hau nhur 1a choi cting nhau ttr nhé dén I6n, ching qua céu ay chira bao gio goi chong chi la ‘cauw’, cho nén cling chua
tirng goi chi la ‘my’.”

“_..” Thé Vén ctmg nhéc cam bd dd an, khong biét nén cit miéng thit vit truée mat thanh miéng nho, hay 12 bo thing vao miéng,
“Em s& gitt bi mét chir.” Shelly ding giong diéu khong hé dé y noi.

Cb gat dau.

“Em khong thy ky Ia tai sao chi néi diéu ndy voi ema?”

C5 nhin chi ta, ic ndy khong biét nén gat dau hay Fic dau.

Nhung Shelly khong n6i thém gi nira, ma tiép tuc an thirc an trong dia, cho dén khi an hét bo bit tét.

“Chij cam thay em rat dic biét dbi voi cau 4y, chi chua timg thiy cau Ay ding anh mit nhin em dé nhin nguoi khéc, miic dii cdu dy khong néi gl ¢4, nhung
chi thay duoc cdu ay rat dé y, vo cling quan tm dén moi viéc co lién quan toi em.”

Thé Phén that khong ngd chi ta s& ndi vay, nht thoi ¢ c6 phin mét tyr nhién, anh miit do dyr khoéng dam nhin vao nguoi ddi dién.

“Vién To Véanma chi quen biét 12 mot ngudi ngao man, ty mn, anh mat sic bén, khong co tinh nhdn nai, dong thoi cau 4y ciing c6 nét dang yéu ctia con
nit, cau 4y c6 thé cuoi rat tuoi, nhung chi trong chop miéit lai Bing 18 tron 0 goc phong hiit thuoc Chi khong biét cau ay da trai qua nhitng gl —— 6 I8
chong chi biét, nhung anh dy khong chiu ndi voi chi diéu chi mu6n ndi 1, ding vay cau Ay c6 rat nhidu khuyét diém rit nhidu lic khién ngudi ta nghi
rang tinh cach cau dy rat t&, nhung cau 4y i nguoi tt, mt ngudi dang dé dbi xir tot.”

«...La anh 4y bao chi &én n6i nhitng diéu ndy véi em sao?”
“Durong nhién khong phéi rdil”” Shelly t6 vé “ding c6 dua.
“Gén day tinh tinh cdu éy rat t&, bon chi cling khong mudn ndi chuyén véi cau éy.”

[T3E ]

“Nhung mi. . .chi cling duoc, nguoi nha ciing duoc, hoac 1 bat ctr ngudi no khac, cting khong mudn nhin thiy mot Vién T6 Van nhu vay. C6 doi khi
chi cam thiy cau Ay giéng nhur mdt con chim ung. . .ching qua 1 con chim ung bi nhét trong long”

Thé Phén bdng chdc dimg Ién, c4i ghé vi dong tac dot ngdt clia co mi ngd xudng dat. Neudi xung quanh, ké ca Shelly déu kinh ngac nhin co.
“Xin 10i. . .em ¢6 viée, phai di trude.” Noi xong ¢d ning cai ghé 1én, 1oi khoi nhur 1a chay tron.

C6 bude nhanh vé phia thang may, vira lic cd mdt cai thang may chat kin ngudi di xudng dn com, “Dinh” clra md ra, dam ngudi tir trong thang may tudn
ra, cudi ctng chi con lai mot nguoi, nguoi kia hai tay dit i, tura vao vach tuong kinh, dang sau d6i mit kinh gong den [a anh nyit hroi nhac ma sac bén.

“Em khong phai mubn vao sao?” Vién T6 Van chia tay 4n nit mo cira.
C6 rat mudn quay dau bo di, nhung bude chan bt gidc di chuyén bude vao.

Cira thang iy d6ng lai, anh nhin chéim chéim béng dién tir: “Chéing & em con chua hoc duge céch dimg biu hign ra vé mit tu nhién mdi fan khi nhin
thay anh sa0?”

C6 quay dau di chd khac, that Au mdi nghen ra mdt cau: .. .Emrit tw nhién ma.”

Anh vron tay s& it ¢6, noi: “Céi ndy goi la twr nhién ha? Puong nét khuon mit clmg ngic thé nay.”

C6 nhu bi dién gidn né tranh ban tay anh, anh cuoi ha ha: “Emxem di, rat khong ty nhién.”

“Bét cir nguoi binh thurong ndo bi so mit ciing s& giat minh thoil” Co khong cam long tra 1oi.

“Vay thi phai xem 12 ai s& soang, hudng ho. . .thir anh da so qua khong chi ¢ khudn mit.” Miéng anh kéo ra mot nu cuoi, tiép tuc nhin bang dién tir.

13

...” hai g0 mé ¢6 d6 tmg, trong dau hién Ién canh trong ndo d6 khién co bbi rbi.



Thang méy dirng lai, 12 ting Jau ctia cong ty bon ho, Thé Phén di ra ngoai, mudn nhanh budc bo di, nhung ¢o chan chir dimg lai, xoay ngudi trong thay
anh van con ¢ trong thang may.

“Anh di an dy.” Anh 4n nit xuéng v, hai tay van dit tii, tura trén trdng nhin co.

“Vay taisao...”

Céi ¢ mudn hoi 13, tai sao cing emdi lén?

Anh mim cudi, ding giong diéu binh than n6i: “O cing em. . .thém mot gidly ciing t6t 161"

Cura thang miy chim chim khép lai, nu cudi kia roi khéi tAm mit ¢, o khong nhin duge ma bat dau hdi tudng,
C5 bdng nhd Shelly da n6i: cau Ay B mdt con chim ung, ching qua, 1 con chim ung bi nhdt trong long

Trua thi sau, Thé Van nhan duoc dién thoai ctia ban 18 tAn, ndi & clra ¢b mdt vi tién sinh tim ¢d, ¢d nghi hodc di ra, khong ngd ngudi téi lai 1a Hang
Phong,

“A...chao anh.” C6 gt dau.

“Chao em” Hang Phong an méc rat chinh thirc, khong gidng anh niy Ian trude, “Biing lic anh hop & gan ddy, nghe Hang Tu néi em im & chd nay, nén
anh tién thé téi tim em &n com.”

“Véng. ..”” C6 nhin anh, hinh nhur ngd ngo nhan ra muc dich anh t6i day, vi thé ¢6 cuoi cudi, “Duoc, anh chd em mbt chit.”
C6 quay vé van phong Iy bop tién va di dong, rdi ctng Hang Phong cho thang méy, Hang Phong nhe giong lich sy hoi ¢6 an gi, khong hé mét tur nhién
va guong gao chuit nao. C6 ngo ngannhmanh, cam thay moi thir hinh nhur khong chan that, boi vi ngudi dan ong trrde mit, tai dau do, mo ra ¢b may

thoi gian ctia ¢6 va Vién T Van lan nira.

Ctra thang miy mo ra, Thé Phin von dang gii thiéu do an xung quanh bng nhién ngimg lai, bdi vi ¢6 nhin thiy Vién TS Van ciing ddng nghiép tir trong
thang may di ra, anh nhin ¢6, roi lai nhin Hang Phong ¢ dang sau ¢, lang & nhiu may.

C6 cup mit xudng, sau khi chdr anh di ra moi di vio thang may, c6 nhén nit xubng lAu, sau d6 nhén nit dong cira. C6 khong dam nhin anh, nhung c6 thé
cam giac dugc anh dang nhin minh.

Ctra thang may 16t cude khép lai, c6 thd phao dudi day long, mdt lat sau m6i nh t6i Hang Phong & ding sau, ¢ voi vang xin 0i: “Ngai qua, vira 1di noi
dén dau nhi?”

Hang Phong khong ngai lhc dau: “Khong sao, chi la an bita com ma thdi, em chon thir minh thich Ia dugc 1.

Thé Phan dan Hang Phong dén mot nha hang kiéu tay lan can, c6 uon cam thiy rél}g hinh nhur con ngurdi anh rét thich hop dén nhitng noi chinh quy ns
tinh x40. Nhung di t6i ctra, Hang Phong bdng nhién kéo c6 sang nha hang tra ¢ phd ddi dién.

“Sao anh...” Ngdi vao chd minh, ¢ hoi nghi hodc nhin ngudi dan 6ng dbi dién dang goi mon an.
“Boi vi khong phai em thich chd ndy sa0?”
“_..Lamsao anh biét dugc.” O cing anh, ¢6 luén cam thiy minh B mdt nghi pham khong thoat khoi ong ban tay ctia thim tir.

“Boi vi tir xa em da nhin thiy hang chit ‘hém nay d an gi4 ré diic biét’ trén bang hiéu ctia nha hang nay.”” Anh mim cudi, nhung tuyét d6i khong vénh
VAo0.

C6 ciing cudi, mang theo bt déc di va thoai mai, sau d6 c6 chon “com gi Hai Nam” n minh mudn.

“Anh hiy di thing vao van dé di.” Nguoi phuc vu di rdi, c6 bdng nhién noi.

Hang Phong s& cam, nhin ¢6 n6i: “Méy Théng khong gip, hinh nhur em thay déi rét nhidu nhung ¢4 nhén anh thiy ddy  su thay d6i tt.”
“Camon.” C ciing nhin anh, khéng mudn che d4u ban than.

“Ngay hom qua dlira em trai dang ghét ctia anh b@ng nhién t6i tim anh, n6i | dao ny Tt Mic hoi khac la, tAm trang giam stt, khong mubn quan tim t6i
nguoi khac, sau khi truy héi cd bé kia thi moi biet duge 1a cai nhau véi em.”

(T3]

“N6 n6i n6 da tim nhitng ban khac thir khuyén giai, nhung Tir Mic van sa sit tinh than,” anh cam Iy thity tinh trude mét, udng mdt ngumnurde lanh, “Em
cting biét, dbi voi chuyen ctia Tir Mic, thing nhoc kia tuy ngoai miéng khong ni, ky tht ciing rat ban tim. Hon nita. . .anh nghf ring anh ciing cAn phai
dén néi chuyén véi em.”



“Bdi vi nira ndm trude, Tir Méc ciing ting t6i tim anh.”
‘K?’?

“C Ay n6i voi anh, c6 mt ngudi ban than da rét nhidu nim khong giip, tuy rang mdi ngiy déu tuoi cudi, nhung ¢6 4y cam thay déi phuong khong vui
ve, tham chi conrat daukho V“1the ¢ Ay t6i tim anh, muén nho anh giip ¢ Ay xem thir, ngudi ban than ndy rot cude cb gidng nhur 1i ¢6 4y ndi khong,
néu dung vy, c6 Ay noi ring. .

LG?”
“Cho du thé nio, ciing nho anh gitp ngudi ban ndy vui vé lén.”

“A.. Thé Phan chp mléng, khu6n mit lwong thién chét phéac ctia Tir Mic chot hién ra trudc mit ¢d. Co nhiu may, khong phai khé chiu, nhung Ia mubn
nhin xuong nurde it sap chay ra.

“Co dy 161, bdi vi cd dy rét thich khuon mt tuoi cudi clia ngudi ban ny, trong lic ¢6 Ay thét vong hoang mang nhat thi chinh 1 khuon mt tuoi cudi nay
da cho c6 ay strc manh va diing khi 16n lao.”

Thé Phén nguc miét nhin tran nha treo day dén chim, rdt cude van khong dé mrdc it chay xudng,
“Anh xin 181, Hang Phong ling 1§ dua mot chiéc khan tay cho ¢6, “Anh khong phai ¢6 y mudn im em khéc.”
“.. Khong sao a,” c6 khong cim iy khan tay anh dura qua, chi 16 ra nu cuoi khé khang, “Thé thi sau d6 anh c6 phat hién ra gi khong?””
“Khong ¢6,” anh Fc dAu, “Anh nghil anh van chura gii giao tiép véi phy nit, hinh nhu mbi lan thir déu bi em nhin thiv.”
Thé Phén khong nhin duoc cudi 1o 1én, niic dil trong mét con ngin 1 “Cudc séng hién thure khong gibng nhur trong séch phai khong a?”

Anh gat du, nhu 1 khong thé khong thira nhan két qua nay: “Anh nghe Tir Méc ndi, em c6 mt nguoi chi sinh doi, da qua ddi nhiéu ndm vé trude, anh
nghii ¢6 1& vi chuyén nay ma em khong con vui vé, ching qua anh con c6 diém nghi van.”

s

“Anh ¢4 thé hiéu duoc nbi kho mit di anh chj em rudt thit, béi vi bén thin anh cling c6 mdt dira em trai, néu n6 xdy ra chuyén gi, anh nghi ndi kho cia
anh ciing khong it hon em bao nhiéu, nhung ma ndi kho cua em...hinh nhu khong don gian I mat di ngudi than. N6 giong nhur la khi em mat di nguoi chi
dong thoi cling danh mat ban than em.”

[T3E ]

Am thanh trong nha hang tra 1an 16n, moi ngudi khong ngimg ké ra cau chuyén ciia minh, khong ai nghe duoc nguoi khéc dang néi i, ciing chéing ai quan
tam nguoi khac noi gl

Nhung Thé Phén lai cam thay 4m thanh ctia minh tyra nhur B ban nhac vang vong giita hoi trudng tinh king, 16 rang nhur vay.

emkhong can tra 16i.” Ban nhac bi ngit ngang, thay vao d6 I 4m thanh diu dang ctia Hang Phong,
u?n
“Néu em c6 diéu mudn n6i thi ity thir di noi voi Tir Mac.”

~ A A

“C6 I8 ¢ Ay s& cur tuyét em, nhung em dirg bo cude, ¢o Ay chinh | ngudi thé ndy. . .ngoai miéng n6i “tuyét ddi khong tha thir’, nhung trong long s& vi
em m tim kiém ngin van Iy do déang dé tha ther.”

Thé Phan hé miéng mudn ndi gi d6, nhung cudi cling ¢6 chi mim cudi n6i: “Cam on anh.”
Tdi nay, lic Thé Phan tan tim vé nha, ¢o qua cua hang 1an cdn mua mdt chai ruou do, cing loai da uéng & chd Tir Mic.

Qé dauxe & gara, mang theo chai ruou divao thang may, thuc ra con thiéu mot sb tha, nhung c6 kh@ng dimua, ¢6 chi mudn ngéi mot mmh :crén bé clra
s0 trong phong khach uong ruou, néu dugc thi vira nghe tiét muyc cua Thu Lo wira nhin dén neon & dang xa, nhu vy dy chinh 1a mot budi toi yén tinh



ma ¢6 thich nhit.

Thang mdy dimg & ting 31, o cli dAu di t6i, lic ngéng dAu 1én lai bat ngd nhin thiy Vién T Van dang dira trén cira nha c6. Ngon dén trén diu mau
tréng, chiéu roi nu curdi xau xa trén khoe miéng anh trong c6 vé thiéu sinh khi.

“Nguoi dan ong hdi trua 1 ai?”

.. Mot ngudi ban.” C6 nhin c4i hop hinh vudng bén chén anh, ngac nhién suy nghi, hoa ra anh dén 1 dé chit van co.
“Ban g?”

“Ban be binh thuong.” Co von dinh tim chia khéa mé ctra, nhung lai thoi.

“Tai sao phai mdt minh ra ngoai &n com vdi anh ta?”’

“Khong dugc sao?” Phut chdc hoira, co phat hién cau héi ctia minh c6 1€ da choc gidn anh.

“Khong durge!” Anh trimg c6, nhu i da t6i giap ranh cta sy nhAn nai.

[T3E1]

Bon ho trdm mic, cho dén khi Vién T6 Van bdng nhién a0 nio cudi lanh mot tiéng: “Dau gl anh ciing mang banh ngot t6i mirg sinh nhat em...”
C6 quay dau di chd khac, khong mubn n6i voi anh, méi nhin mot cai c6 da biét trong chiée hop kia dung mot cai banh sinh nhét.

“DAu 6 ai goi anh dén. ..”” C6 hon ddi noi.

Vién T Van trimg 6, sau do di chuyén budc chin t6i trde it co: “Sao anh lai khong dén?”

“Sinh nhat anh, khong phai em ciing voi vang dén sao?”’

Hét Chuong 12
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Chuong 13: Thang nam - Chic mirng sinh nhat

[Hang Tu: “C6 & c6 mdt ngay khi bon t6 déu cam thy mét moi, tat ca s& két thic. Dén ltc 4y, toan b tinh yéu. . .ciing s& tan bién hét. .. Nhung ma, tai
sao phai chd dén khi ca hai déu mét mdi chi, tai sao phai cho dén ngay d6?”

Thi Tir Mac: “Gia thanh. . .Thé Van ]én nita cho t& di. .. B6i vi, t& con rt nhidu loi mubn ni VO’l cau 4y, to tuong rang van con thoi glan, lai....chua kip
1n6i véi cau dy. .. Con nguoi d6i khi rit ky quéi, lic & ngay bén canh thi chiing mudn ni gi, mét rdi thi lai ¢6 rat nhidu 101 mudn néi.”

Tudng Bach Ligt: “Thé thi c6 khong can phai suy nghi nhu viy —— khong ¢ gi ximg hay khong ximg, cude song con nguoi 1 déng gia, phai cho it ca
moi ngudi yéu throng ¢6 ciing nhur ¢6 yéu thurong bon ho, camnhan dugc niém vui ciia ¢6, d6 1 didu déng gia nhét.”)

13.1
Edit: Sam

“Gi chir...” Thé Phan cam thiy hai mé minh nong Ién, nhur 14 dira tré an vung banh bich quy, tuéng ring ngudi khéc quén rdi, nhung bi khoi lai chuyén
cil.

“Khong phai sao,” Vién T6 Van dimg trude mit o, cup it xudng nhin ¢6, nu cudi tai khoe migng khong biét 1 gian hay vui, “Em vat va mét moi dudi
61, tir trong mét em, anh c6 thé cam giac durge em van con nhd.”

13

...”” C6 khong n6i nén loi.


http://ebookfull.net

Diing vdy, c6 khong quén, c4i ngiy von di dang dé ky niém cudi cling bién thanh mot khbi u 4c tinh, nay sinh dudi day long ¢o, khong thé ndo x6a di.

Cho nén dém hom 4y c6 da voi vang chay t6i, khi anh king 1§ nhin man anh n6i voi ¢6 “Néu khong thiy em thi im sao day”, suyt nita nuée mit co da
tran .

Anh vuron tay néim ngon toc chim trén vai ¢, nhe giong néi: “Pé lAu rdi anh ciing chua dén mimg ngdy sinh nhat y. .. Em biét khong, mic dit da nhiéu
nam trdi qua anh van khong he biet da xay ra chuyén gi, nhung trong thim tdm anh lai cam thay chinh ngay nay da mang emdi.”

“_..”” C6 mim mdi, ngang dAu nhin anh.

“Em ciing rat c6 don phai khong. ..” Ny cudi anh dudi anh dén sang choang trong ¢6 vé thé hrong, “Trai qua ngiy sinh nhat thé nio?”

[T3E 1]

“Khong nh nira,” c6 cham rdi ¢t 104, “Em ciing khong nhé sinh nhat ctia minh. ..”
Bon ho tram méic dimg mdt lic, Vién To Van bong nhién md miéng: “C6 thé mdi anh di vao khong? Anh cam doan s& khong imcan. ..
C6 nhin anh, phat hién mdi lan anh n6i dbi anh mét luon nhép nhay.

Nhung c6 van By chia khoa tir trong tiii xach ra, md cira dé anh vao. Anh t gidc d6i dép, rira tay, Ay ra banh ngot & trong hop dat trén ban, sau d6 iy
ra haingon nén, 1a “3” va “0”.

“Nhin thé nay hét ca hdn.” Thé Phan khoanh tay dua trén trdng tai cira phong bép, néu khong phéi hai ngon nén nay thi c6 da quén mét tudi ctia minh.
“A,” tir trong hop banh anh lai iy ra mjt ngon nén hinh ngdi sao, “Thé nay thi sao?”

“uoe 1di...” Co quay dau di chd khéac, ngon nén nay khién ¢6 nhé tdi sao trdi trén dinh nii Xa Son, miii c6 khong khoi cay cay.

Anh cimngon nén & giira c4i banh, sau d6 ding bét lira chAm Ién rdi tht deén, trong anh nén Ap lanh anh nhin c6, tyra nhur chng trai buéng binh kia.

Cb di qua, nhin 4nh nén, khong ddm nhin anh, ¢ nhém it lai wéc nguyén, sau d6 nhe nhang thdi it ngon nén.

Trong bong t6i, nhd tia sang mong manh ngodi cira s0, ¢d trong thdy mdt kin khéi nho bay Ién, sau d6 1 doi mét trong sudt ctia anh.

C0 thay anh cti dau, nhe nhang hon cd, ¢o cling dép lai, khong thé kiém ché ma dép lai. C6 duong nhu cam thdy minh khong phai B Thé Van da ra di tir
Jau, cling khong phai Thé Phan doc hét sttc muon trd thanh The Van, ma 1a mdt ¢d gai khdng thé thoat khéi tinh yéu ctia anh.

Anh budng ¢6 ra, cling nho tia sang mdng manh kia nhin ¢, nhu 1a kho ma tin dugc, trong mit B hy vong, nhung lai sg s& thit vong,

Péu ¢ nhe nhang tira trude ngure anh, rat mudn ndi gi 6, mudn tw minh ndi véi anh, nhung khong biét mo 10i thé nio. €6 vuon tay vong qua bén hong
anh, da nhicu nim qua, day I lan dau tién c6 ti mi cham vao duong nét trén ngudi anh anh tré nén cuong trang, khién c6 cd cam giac an toan, so
voi tam nam trade, gio phut ndy anh duong nhu cang chan that hon & trude it co.

Trén 40 so mi anh ¢6 mii thudc 1 ndng néc, pha FAn voi mili ca phé va md hoi, ching c6 gi diic biét, nhung khién 6 cam dong mudn roi mrdc mit.

Anh ldy ngon tay nang ham dudi ctia ¢6 1én, tran anh ti Ién tran ¢6: “Trude khi anh con ¢6 thé quay dau lai, em hdy n6i cho anh biét, bay gi em dinh dia
gion anh lan nita sa0?”

C6 nhin anh, tuy ring ciing khong 15 rang, nhung c6 thé nhin thiy su khan truong dudi dy mit anh.
Vi thé ¢ cudird n, nhe giong n6i: “C6 1. . khong phai”

¥/

Anh néing xuyén qua khe hé birc man roi trén mit Thé Phén, c6 nhiu my lién thire ddy.

Tiéng hit tho clia ngurdi dan dng ném bén canh rét déu dén, ¢ rit ra ban tay bi anh d& dén mirc b t&, anh khong c6 vé bj dénh thitc. C6 khong khoi cudi
kho, chang trai da tirng suot dém khong ngti vi so ¢d bd di 1ot cudc & dau r6i?

Cb nhe nhang dimg ddy, boc tim chiin mong di vao phong tim C6 déng cira lai, md voi nurée nong, sau d6 chdng tay én mép bon rira tay, nhin minh &
trong guong,

C6 phai vi da hm “Thé Van” nhidu niim, khién ¢6 ciing tré nén it n6i ching? C6 khong hiéu 1o chinh minh, nhung lai khong nhin tim cyr tuyét anh.

C6 1§, co that sy khong co cach nao ddi minh ndi ghét anh, khong yéu anh, nhung khi nhin thiy nu cuoi va anh mit ctia anh, cting voi chinh minh trong



4nh mét anh, ¢6 1ién tré nén u siu ¢d t tay cudp di moi thir clia em gai, ¢6 con ¢6 thé nhan duoc hanh phiic mi minh wéc mong sao?
Dbi voi Thé Van I rat tan nhin ching?

C6 dimg dudi voi hoa sen, nhédm niit lai & mrde ndng doi rira niit minh, nhé t6i hom qua khong cim long ndi, trong 1ong c6 bdng dang Ién cam xic
chan ndn va ngwong nging.

C6 khong biét nén lam gi bay i, ciing khong biét phai am sao d6i mit v6i nguroi dan 6ng nim trén giurdng, cd chi suy nghii theo trre gide, ot thé mudn
chay ra khdi long ban tay ctia anh, nhung cang kho di hon. ..

Nude néng tudn trao khién ca phong mod mit, Thé Phén cam thdy minh suy nghi réE nhiéu nhung lai ching nhé n61 ci ndo, ngay Iic cd con ngin ngo, tim
manh che bi ngudi ta gidt manh ra, khudn méit Vién T6 Van tran day cang thang bong nhién xuat hién trude nit co.

Cb so toi mire trimg to mit, theo ban nang ding hai tay bao vé bau ngue, nhung lai quén hét 1én, vi thé bon ho ¢t trAm niic nhin nhau, chi nghe tiéng
nurée néng doi Ién vach trdng va bon tim

Dot nhién, Vién TS Van the phao nhe nhdm, ndi: “Anh con turong em lai di L.
“Sao, sao thé chir...” C6 van che ngyc minh, giong n6i bi doa van con tram thap, bt gidc tra 10i cau hoi ciia anh, “Day 1 nha em...”
Anh nhin khudn it nho nhéin bi doa hét hdn cua cd, anh khong khoi cudi rd en, cuoi rat vui vé: “Séc mit em la sao thé ha?”

“,.” C6 chdp chdp mit, tra 1oi khong duoc, nhung mbt cam xiic tén 1 xu hd lai dang lén trong long, boi vi ¢d chot phét hién hai ngurdi ho déu khoa
than.

Anh hinh nhir ciing nhdn ra diém ndy, bét dau king 1§ quan sét ¢6 tir trén xudng dudi.

“Anh...anh c6 thé di ra ngoai khéng, em con chura tim xong. ..” C6 ngrong nging mubn xoay ngudi, nhung khong biét nén xoay qua hudéng nio.
Vién T6 Van cudi nhu khong curdi nhin ¢6 chiam chim mdt lic, anh nghiéng dau, giéng nhur cAu thiéu nién tinh tinh x4u xa: “Vay duoc oL

N6i xong, anh gifp ¢6 kéo lai tim manh, rdi di ra ngoai.

Hoi thé bi nghen trong c¢6 hong rdt cude da trd vé, nhung co bét dic diva 4o ndo suy nghi: ching & anh mubn tién vao “tan mét chimg mink” ¢6 khong
bo di sao?

Trua nay, bon ho ling I8 ¢ phong khach ldy banh ngot lam bita trua, anh thuong thurong s& 6m c6, hodc I hon ¢4, c6 khong hé phan khéng, nhung trong
long day tdm su. Anh khdng tirc gidn, hinh nhur so véi trude kia, ¢6 bay gio da khién anh hai long,

Nhung c6 biét thé ndy Ia khong duroc, gitta ho con c6 mot nit thit, néu khong n6i 16 rang thi s& hét cach théo gd.

Nhin ddng hd trén tuong, ¢d von c6 hen voi Tudng Bach Liét, chi danh kn trdn trong phong tim goi dién hity bo, hinh nhur ¢ con chua ¢6 ding khi dé
ndi voi anh ¢6 dang ggip bac sitamly.

Budi tdi, ¢ ding sirc hyc rt 16n thuyét phuc anh tré v&, trude khi di, anh bong nhién xoay ngudi nhin ¢6 n6i: “Em s& khong gat anh nita chir?”’

Anh miit anh nghiém tic nhu vay, khién ngudi ta khong thé nhan tam lira gat, ¢6 gat dau, mim cuoi vAy tay tam biét anh, d6i Jiy nu hon manh bao ciia
anh.

Tién bude “Ac ma” xong, Thé Phan nhin ciin phong tinh king, ¢6 lai bit dau ngén ngo, hinh nhur 1in dAu tién ¢6 nhén ra cin phong ¢6 anh va khong ¢6
anh, lai s€ khac biét dén vay.

C6 ngdi trude ban an, trong hop con thira lai mjt miéng banh ngot nho, c6 Hy ra ngon nén “3” va “0”, ging guong cim kn trén, trong 4nh nén, ¢6 mim
cuol, rung rung ndi: “Thé Van, sinh nhat vui vé!”

Ngay homsau, ¢6 ngu thang dén bon gio chleu mm thirc day, 1 dién thoai ctia Vién TS Van dénh thirc c6, nhung anh chi n6i: “Khong c6 g, anh chi
mubn xac nhan em khong bién mét, moi tiép tuc. .

Clip may, c0 lai khong ngi duge. Co dimg day mo may tinh, c6 mdt email mm gtri vao hop thur cua ¢6, 1a Thach Thy Than guri qua, chic ¢6 sinh nhit
vui vé&, cO nhin thoi gian, 13 tam gio' sang ngay hdm qua, c6 khong khdi cudi khd, sau d6 tra 101 anh ta “Cam on’

Mo di dong, co cﬁpg nhénrduo"c nlliéu tin nhiin mirng sinh nhat, me, ba, Luong Kién Phi, Lam Bao Thuc, ¢6 khong ngo cé nhiéu ngudi nhd ngdy sinh
nhét cta c6 va Thé Van dén thé, bong nhién vira mirng lai lo.

Cb chot nghi t6i Tir Miic, ¢6 gai hing ndm déu giri thiép dién tir cho cd, lic nay lai khong thiy taim tich. C6 chan nan ngd trén hung ghé, xemra Tir Mic
that sy gian co rOi. ..

O trong niit ¢, ¢ gai chit phac ndy d6i khi gidng nhur Thach Thy Than, 1 mdt Thé Van khac.



Khi ¢6 nhin 4nh méit Tir Mic, udn c6 thé nhin thiy Thé Van dimg bén canh, diém tinh Fing nghe mbi mdt cau céc 6 n6i, sau d6 mim cudi git dau.

C6 chot phat hién, trong lic v tinh minh d& dem mbi ngudi yéu mén Thé Van ciing dugc Thé Van yéu mén, coi nhur 1 héa thin clia em gi. C6 cang
muon trd thanh em gai thi cam thay minh cach em ay cang xa hon.

C6 nh6 61 1i n6i ctia Hang Phong, vi thé Iy ra rrou do mua vai hom trude, ¢b Ay diing khi di én Au g3 cira nha Tir Miic.
Cb gd that lau nhung van khong co ngudi mo cira, ¢d gai chit phac kia that khong & nha, hay L. . .chi vi khong mubn gip ¢6?

B§ng nhién, canh ctra & mbt dAu khic ctia hanh lang mo ra, Hang Ty méic 4o so mi nhiin nhim cting quén tay kéo & It trén mit dit dimg & ctra, chan
tran, sac mat pho phac.

“C6 nhoc kia khong ¢ nha.” Anh ta gii dau, giong n6i khong 16 rang,
C6 16 nu cudi cd doc, chun bi xuéng 1Au lai bi Hang Tu goi lai: “Nay, trong tay cau. ..Ja raou ha?”’

'Ihé Phan nhin chai ruou trong tay minh, day von 1 phan qua tang cho Tir Miic, nhung hién tai
can nd hon.

¢0 lai nhin sang Hang Tu

c0 [ co nguoi s¢

Anh ta ding ngén trd gii miii lung tung n6i: “Vao di, t6 tim hai céily. . .néu tim duoc...”

C5 dé dat budc vao cin hd cta anh ta, so véi hom tét thi rit 1on xon. Quan do va tt ban nim rai rac trén mit dat, trén ghé, sofa, trong bdn rira tai
phong bép chat mdt dong chén diia thau chau da st dung qua, du loai do dac dat bira bon tai cac goc x6, méc du the, ¢6 lai cam thay lic nay moi 1a nha
cua mot nguoi dan 6ng doc than.

“Té n6i 101, ¢b dat chai ruou trén ban trong phong khach, chuin bi bo di, “Té s& khong mdt minh ubng ruou véi ngudi khic phéi vao budi tdi, cho
nén,..”

Hang Ty khong biét tir dau tim ra hai ly thiiy tinh, dudi dnh dén &m ap, ¢ hinh nhur ¢6 thé nhin thiy Ip bui that day trong c4i ly kia, nhung anh ta nhu |
khong quan tdm, ty minh tim dung cu md nap chai.

“Céau phai di u?” Anh ta ngirng dong tac trong tay, mit may hoi nhan nho.

Cb nghi, trude khi trong thiy chai rou ndy, anh ta da ubng khong ...

“C6 thé cing t& udng mot ly khong?”

Hang T hing héi kia khong thiy d4u, thay vao d6 12 mt ngudi dan 6ng ngoai miéng khong chiu thira nhan, ndi tim c6 quanh dén chét.
C5 th' dai trong 1ong, chim chdm di qua, cim Ay hai ly reou kia, rira sach trong bon rira chén.

Anh ta rdt cude tim dwoc dung cu khui ndp dudi ban an, thong thao mo nép gd ra, khong bao Jau ¢6 nghe dwoc am thanh trdm duc, d6 1 4m thanh lic
chai rugu duoc md ra, sau khi khong khi bén trong va mit g5 va cham nhau.

C6 ndng ly 1én, anh ta rét vao hai ly, hai nguoi king 18 cung ly mot céi, sau d6 mang tim sur riéng ma udng,

“Rét nhiéu lic,” Hang Ty udng mdt hoi can sach, “Té cam thdy minh hoan toan khong hiéu phy nit.”

Thé Phén cudi khd: “Phy nit ciing thudng xuyén cam thiy minh khong hiéu dan 6ng.”

Anh ta nhur 1 nghe duoc tin tirc cing loai nhin ¢, cudi kho: “Tht sao, thé thi ching ta chéing phéi I hai loai nguoi vinh vién khong hiéu nhau r6i?”

C6 gt du: “C6 thé hoi cau mdt cau khong?”

“Noidi”

“Céau c0...yéu Tu Mac khong?”

“Vay cau ¢6 thé tra 10i t6 trude khong, yéu 1 céi gi?”

“_..”” C6 nhin anh ta, khong thé tra 1i.

“Theo quan diém ctia nhidu ngudi, yéu 14 vi tha sin long ra gia tat ca, hy vong d6i phuong duoc hanh phiic, nhung t& luén ton thurong c6 dy... caunoi di
day c6 phai la yéu khong? T6 nhur vay c6 coi la yéu c6 dy khong?” Anh ta lai rot mot ly rrou, ngira dau uong can, trong miéng dang chat nhung trén mat
lai 1§ ra ny cudi quyén ril

Hoa ra, néu ton thuong dbi phurong thi s& khong thé coi a yéu. .. C6 ngo ngac nhin ly thily tinh trong tay, thé thi rot cude ¢d yéu hay 1 khong yéu Vién



T6 Van chir?

“Doi khi t cling hiéu dugc cd Ay rat déang thuong, nhung khong c6 cach nao khong Jam ton thirong ¢6 Ay, ching qua khi c6 Ay bi thurong thi cang muén
day to di, nhung t& lai muon giit chit ¢6 ay hon, sau d6 ton thurong ¢d ay lan nira...”

(3]

“C6 I8 co mot ngay khi bon t6 d&u cam thiy mét moj, tit ca s& két thiic. Dén Ic Ay, toan bé tinh yéu. . .ciing s& tan bién hét...” Anh ta ngﬁ)i trén bé cura
s0, dat xuong ly rwou, ngo ngan nhin anh dén neon ngodi cira s & ding xa, nhur 1 mot cau thiéu nién khong hiéu tinh yéu, trén it tran dy bi throng
khong thé x6a nhoa.

“..7Co rat mubn 10 méy cau an ti anh ta, nhung so minh s& ndi sai, bdi vi ¢6 ciing la ngudi khong ¢6 tu cach dé binh luin yéu hodc khong yéu, chi co
thé 10 ra nu cuo1 kho khich 1.

“Nhung md,” anh ta con ndi, “Tai sao phéi chd dén khi ca hai déu mét moi chi, tai sao phai cho dén ngay do...”
L n6i clia anh ta twa nhu cAu thin chi khong thé giai dugc, vong véo bén tai c6, nén vao trong long cd. C6 nhd tdi rAt nhiéu ngudi, ne, Kién Phi,

Thach Thy Théan, Tir Mic, Vién T Vén ¢6 khong mudn ton thurong bat cir ai, nhung két qua 1, ai ciing bi ¢6 ton thirong —— tham chi ca Thé
Van.

Cén phong im Iang, ¢6 ngAng du nhin Hang Ty & bé cira s6, anh ta nhém mit, nhu 1 dang ngt. C6 khong khoi suy nghi, nét miit nghiéng ctia anh ta co
thé rat giong minh khong —— Ilin séu trong s¢' hii, nhung da khéng con cach nao ty thoat khoi.

C6 udng hét ly rrou, rira sach rdi dat trén ban an, sau d6 Ty cai nit gb nhét tré lai migng chai, c6 dong cira, nhe nhang roi khoi.

Sang thir hai, Thé Phan van gip Vién T6 Vén tai thang may dudi lu cong ty, anh lang & nhin c0, ¢0 trimg anh m0t c4i, lim b khong phat hién. Thang
méy van chen chiic nhu cii, ¢6 miy 1in ¢6 bi ddy dén trude nguc anh, vira nging dau i nu cudi twoi tin dat thanh y mubn ctia anh, hinh nhur rit sung

sudng,

C6 ciing Am tham nhin anh, boi vi ¢ thich anh curoi, nhit | nu cudi phét ra tir ndi tim —— gidng nhur anh chura timg bi ¢6 am ton thurong.
Vao vin phong, dién thoai trén ban c6 1én vang lén.

“A 16?” Tam tinh ctia anh hinh nhur 5t m

“Thé nao?”

“Budi trra ciing nhau &n com nhé?”

“O dau?”

“Nha an dudi lau.”

“Khong dugc,” cd theo tnye gidc tir chbi, “O d6 déu 1 dong nghiép.”

...” Anh im ling, twa nhu dira bé long tran day vui mimg mong chd ngudi Ion khen ngoi, cudi cing lai bi qué trach.
“Yemh...”

“0, khong sao, vy di chd khac 1 duoc.” Dira bé mit mét phan chan tinh than lan nita, giéng nhu phét 1 moi thir, nhung giong néi hiu quanh lai ban
dung anh.

“Hay 1a thoi di,” ¢6 bdng nhién phét hién minh lai nhan tim dén thé, “Hém nay 6 1§ em s& ban nhiéu viéc.”
“Théa...”
“Hozc 11 sau khi tam tAm rdi di.”” Chi ¢6 n6i viy ¢6 moi c6 thé dudi di sur luyén tiéc trong long

“U, dugc,” anh vui vé ndi, “Gan nha anh méi md mdt quén &n rat ngon

Vién T6 Van, ciu s& khong quén mét chin gior mudi phit sng nay phéi di hop ddy, khéch da t6i roi.” Tiéng Shelly vang 1én & dau déy bén kia.

“Chi a, chi di vao khong thé b cira trude sao?!” Anh nhur 1 rit tirc gidn, nhung lai danh chiu.
“Chéng phai 4 tin i thoi sao, im g mi kho chiu thé ha...”

N6i xong, Shelly dong sam cira lai, di ra ngoai.



Trong dau Thé Phan tudng tuong dang vé méo it ciia anh, c6 khong khoi cudi ra tiéng,

Anh nghe dugc tiéng cudi ctia ¢d, Bp tirc ¢6 chit kich dong, qua hdi lau anh méi n6i: “Néi vay i dinh rdi ddy, anh c6 thdi gian ranh s& goi lai cho em”
“Um, duge.”

Cup may, dau 6c chdm chap cta c6 hién 1én diu chim hoi: néi vay a dinh c4i gi chir?

“Nay,” Itic an trua, Carol sap lai gin ra vé than bi hoi, “C6 khong cam thdy dao ndy quan Iy Vién c6 chit bat thuong sao?”

« . Khong thdy.” C6 ddi long cti d4u an thirc an.

“Sao lai thé! Sang nay ngay ca sép ti ciing nhiéu chuyén hoi toi, anh ta c6 phai fall in love khong. ..”

“Cb tra 10 ra sa0?” Lic ndy ¢6 moi ngang dau, day himg thu.

“Actually, I don’t care about that.” Giong diéu ctia Carol giéng y chang nit thur ky gian x40 ms t6 vé thanh cao & trong phim truyén hinh.
Thé Phén cudi 16 1én, tiéng cudi gidng nhur phdi 4m cho phim truyén hinh,

Carol nhin ¢, that Au mdi ni: “C6 biét khong, t6i cam thiy ¢6 ciing tré nén khang khac. ..”

Budi tdi, Thé Phan va Vién T6 Van that s dén quan an moi mo kia mi anh néi hdi sang, d6 1a mdt quén an nho kiéu gia dinh, co quay bar va tivi, tréi lai
kha giong Pub (quén rurou) tai Anh, cnh cira dimg nhiéu miéng thiy tinh hop lai v6i nhau, chinh gitta khim mot manh gd.

Bon ho goi vai mon, sau do cling nhirg nguoi khach khac ngdi canh quay bar xem bong d4, Vién T6 Van thinh thoang la hét voi tivi, hinh nhw con st
rudt hon ca huan luyén vién & duong bién.

“Em tdng anh chi xem bong 16.” Thé Vin bat ngd noi.

“0,” anh ¢6 chut hai hude tra o1, “Khi em khong con tham gia bét cir van dong gi nita, mbi mot tran ddu dbi voi em déu 1a mot loai huong thy, cho du
két qua ra sao.”

“Anh mudn n6i | anh gia rdi sa0?”

Anh nhiin vai: “C6 & thé, ¢ mdt chit.”

Khi néi 1o ndy, anh khong nhin ¢, chi 1 cup it xudng, cam mdt hat dau phong bo vao miéng, sau do tiép tuc chiam chii nhin mén hinh tivi.

Cb bong nhién cam thiy, anh thay d01 101, gidng nhu Carol da n6i. Nhung co khong thé 1n6i 16 sur bién hoa nay 1 bt dau tir khi ndo, cting khong biét rot
cude no tot hay xAu, nhung ¢o nghi ring, n¥ic du rat nhidu lic ndi tim ctia anh van chang trai ctia tm ndm truée, nhung cubi ctng anh da truéng

thanh. Anh hiéu fiuqc carq giac bét an va dau khd, biét dit mdt viec trong long, am thAm ganh vac mt minh, khong ai day anh, diéu d6 duong nhu tur
nhién ma hoc hiéu ké tir khi ¢ “ra d”.

C6 rat mudn hoi anh: em di cho anh hanh phic hay I dau khd?
Nhung 6 khong hoi, chi 1 ngo ngac nhin ngén tay anh, doan ring c6 & 1 ca hai, ching qua cai ndo ning céi nio nhe ma thoi.
Budi tdi cubi tuan, Thé Phan vé nha me 3n com, me gidng nhur chua timg xay ra viée g, van vira an vira cam ram

Ky that c6 doi khi co thiy me minh 1 mdt nguoi phu ni vi dai, cho dii xay ra viéc gi, ba lubn mang theo tréi tim kién nghi dé d6i mét. Cé mdt ln ¢6 nhin
khong duoc ndi voi me: “Me, tir trude dén nay con chua tirng thay ngudi phu nit nao kién cuong nhu me.”

Nhung me chi curdi cuot: “Dé 1a vi trai nghi€ém ctia con con qua it.”

C6 1& me ndi ding, con nguoi chi ¢6 thé sau khi trai nghiém qua thi moi sinh ra diing khi dé déi mat, c6 modt s6 viée vao lic con chura ny sinh, phén I6n
moi ngudi khd ma nhan ra, nhung khi xay ra that roi, ching ta s&€ phat hién minh s€ kién cuong hon tudng tugng.

Me n6i: “Kién curong, thyre ra [a ban tinh cua con nguroi.”

Nghii @én dy c6 lién cuoi én, ky tht binh than ciing i mt loai déng yéu.
“Con da nghi t6i tiép theo phai lam gi chura?”” Me bong nhién noi.
‘“Da?...”

“Néu da thira nhan thi dimg bo dé nira chimg,”



“Trude khi dua ra quyét dinh, diéu quan trong nhét 13 mdi ngudi phéi hiéu 16 ban than minh mudn gi, cubi cling méc ké két qua 1 tot hay xdu, it nhit
chinh minh khong khién ban than that vong,”

“‘Me...”

“Con dimg suy nghi la ding hay sai d6i voi Thé Van, nam muroi ném sau khi con sap di gip con bé, con suy nghi cung khong mudn, bay gio con chi cin
cham soc tot ban than 1 dugc,” me dimg mdt chut 16i n6i, “Mic ké dira ndo con séng, ciing phai song tt cho me. .

C6 khong dam nhm ryﬁt me, cam théy it hd ’then, néucod cérduqc mit nira quyét dodn va kién dinh ctia ba thi tt roi. Nhung c6 khong co, vi thé ¢o
dung strc ia miy miéng com, an hing say giong nhu chay tron.

V& dén nha, di dong trong tti rung rung, ¢6 Ay ra xem, khong ngoai dy doan la dién thoai ctia Vién T6 Van.

“O dau?” Loi dao dau ctia anh ludn khién nguoi ta ching co chit manh mdi.

“Méi vé nha.”

“A,” anh kéo am cudi that dai, hinh nhu dang suy nghi, “Anh ¢ thé sang d6 khong?”

“..” C6 khong tra 104, boi vi thinh linh khong nghii ra nén dép “duoc” hay “khong duoc”, ¢d chot. . Judng hr, dbi voi anh, ddi véi minh cing véi turong lai.
“0, emda khong kip tir chdi anh rdi,” am thanh ciia anh nghe ra rat thoai mai, nhung I c6 tinh gia v thoai méi, “Boi vi anh ¢ ngay phia sau em.”
C6 ngac nhién xoay ngudi, anh khong hé & phia sau c6, ca phong khéch trdng rong, mang theo khoang tréng ving vé.

Bdng nhién chudng cira vang én, ¢6 nghe duoc anh & diu day bén kia ndi: “M& cira ra di....”

Thé I ¢6 ctp méy, cudi khd di qua mo cira.

Anh dua Ién turdng, mim cudi nhin ¢, B ny cudi khién nguoi ta khong thé nim bit.

C6 nhin dén ngd ra, lAn d4u tién phét hién mét hai mi ctia anh rét sau, hinh nhu mdi An chép it déu quyén ril. .

“Nay!” Anh cuoi nhéch moi, iy tay quo trde mit ¢d, “Em an tbi chura, sao lai ding 4nh mit ndy nhin anh?”

C5 phuc hdi tinh than, hoi king ting m6 rong cira ra: “An, 3n roi...”

“Anh con chura 3n dau,” anh dtmg gitta phong khach, hai tay dut téi, “Lam cho anh bat mi di, thém hai cai trimg, khong can thit bam.”

N6i xong, anh khong hé khéch sdo ngd ngudi nim trén sofa, mo tivi, tyr minh xem

C6 biu mdi, im thé ndo ciing ching thé thdt ra 1oi tir chbi, vi thé ¢ cam chiu bt ddu ndu nudng ké tir lan d6 khi cét tring tay, anh khong bao gio

béo ¢d cho thit bam vao trong mi nita.

Trong tivi dang chiéu Chirong trinh hai kich, Vién T6 Van vira xem vira cudi, gidng nhur mot cau thiéu nién khong ¢ phién niio, nu cudi don thuan twoi
tan.

“Nay...” C6 bung bat mi dat én ban tra trude mit anh, diia dé 6 trén bat, sau d6 co xoay ngudi mudn vao phong bép.

Thé nhung cb tay ¢6 bi anh giit lai, ném rét chit, ¢6 bén bt déc di ngdi xudng canh anh, ndi: “Gi ddy, n mi ciing mubn em ngdi cing sao. ..”
“Um,” anh nhin ¢, gat dau, “Emkhong con nhé u, lac 6 trén dinh nii ngém sao, emda hira voi anh, luén luén & bén anh. . .”

C6 kh& nhéch miéng, khong ni gi.

C6 lam sao quén duoc chi, c6 chua bao gio quén. ..

Anh tha tay ¢ ra, bung Ién bat mi & trén ban, n rét ngon knh.

Lan da ciia anh von di | mau ia mi khong biét tir khi no da tréing roi, rdu ling phing ¢ cam va hai bén mit nhin qua bong loang, méi toc rdi boi hién gios
chai gon gang ¢ sau tai cd khong khoi ty hoi, day that 1a anh sao, 1a chang trai lic ngam sao bdo minh ¢ bén anh. ..

“Anh nghi rdi. . .”” Anh nudt mi vao trong miéng, mic di thé, lic n6i van c6 chit khong 16 rang.

s



“Néu em cam thdy qua khir c¢6 quéa nhidu ap hre d6i véi em, khong bang chiing ta coi ddi phirong i ngudi méi quen biét, bat dau mot lan nita.”
“...C6 thé cha?”

“Puong nhién 14 duge!” Lic anh ndi cAu ndy, trong mit tran dAy sw ngoan cd ctia chang thiéu nién.

C6 lai cudi khd, ding véy, duong nhién c6 thé, ching qua dbi véi co. . .rét kho.

“Em c6 thé gia vor coi anh k mdt cAp trén rat khé lim viée chung, nhung khi tiép xtic qua cong viéc, lai phat hién anh [ mdt ngudi dan 6ng rat bt ——

«“ emva anh tiép xtic v6i nhau ciing khong phai trong lic m viéc.” C6 nhin khong dugc nhic nho.

“Anh chi | dwa ra mbt vi du,” anh phan bac, “Noi tiép, sau khi em phat hién anh 2 mot ngudi dan 6ng rat t6t, khong thé cam long ma yéu anh, sau dé
bict duge anh ¢6 y voi em——
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caigigoila ‘coy’?”

“Thi 13....” Anh nghen 14, c6 phan mét kién nhén, “Hay, tom lai ching ta déu thich nhau, hon nira d xay ra mt s6 chuyén. . .giira nguoi trudng thanh moi
c6 thé xay ra.”

“Em khong mudn héi “chuyén giita ngudi trrdng thanh mai ¢6 thé xéy ra’ 1 chuyén gi sa0?”” Anh dimg lai nhin c6.

“Khong mudn.” Lan dau tién ¢d tra 1oi mot cach dirt khodt va kién quyét.

“Vay thoi, ndi dén dau rdinhi. .. A, ding rdi, ching ta xay ra mdt s chuyén giira ngudi trudng thanh, sau d6 cam thiy ddi phurong ciing tt, cho nén hen
nguroi 1on hai nha ra ngoai &n bita com, sau d6 s€ song cting nhau, ¢6 & qua mot khoang thoi gian em s&€ béo Ién, murdi Thang sau trong nha ¢ thém mot
thanh vién méi, nhung duong nhién, trede d6 em s€ nhan duge mot vat...”

“r* C6 nhin anh, tAm trang khén trwong vo ¢4

Anh dit bat mi xudng, ling tiing i ngrrong nging Ay ra mot vat & trong titi, d6 1 mot chiéc hop nhung miu den, khong can nghf ciing biét trong d6
dungcéigl.

Anh van kién tri dua qua tay 0, ra hiéu c6 mo ra.

C5 chan chd cam Ay, ¢6 iy diing khi, chdm chim md ra —— qua nhién, i mot chiéc nhin kim cuong,
Bau khong khi lap ttre trd nén ngung dong, qua hoi liu Thé Phan mdi ndi: “Anh dang cau hon véi em sao?”
Vién T6 VAn it tu nhién gii dAu: “Theo mitrc dd ndo d. . .emc6 thé hiéu nhu vay.”

[T ]

“Emxin 16i. ..”” C6 d6ng hop lai, tra vé trong tay anh, “By gio em con chura thé...”

C6 khong biét nén ni tiép thé nio, co sg ton throng anh. Hang Tur ndi néu ton thurong mdt ngudi thi dai dién cho cu khong yéu nguoi d6, nhung co
phat hién anh ta sai r6i, c6 d6i khi, ton thuong cling la yéu, c6 [ 14 loai tinh yéu cang séu sac hon.

“Thé ...” Vién T6 Van tht vong nhin chiéc hop trong tay, anh khong nhin ¢6.
Péu c6 tira trén vai anh, kh& khang ndm ly tay anh, im nhu vay B mudn cho anh mot chit an .
C6 18 mdt ngiy ndo do co s& nhan chiéc hop ndy, c6 I téi ngdy d6 rdi anh da roi xa co. .. Nhung mi co biét khong phai 1 ngay hom nay.

Hom sau Thé Phén van khong dén chd Tuong Béch Liét, khong biét tai sao, c6 ¢6 chilt s hai, so long do dy va yéu dubi ctia minh s& khién anh ta mit
kién nhan. Anh ta sap dir6i, c6 mudn dé anh ta nhin thay mdt Vién Thé Phan ¢ can dam Iay lai niém tin, méc du do cd & khdng phdi 1a c6 chan that.

“Anh d6i qua...” Vién T6 Van ndm bén canh tr& ngudi, thi thio noi.

Cb ding strc mo to mit, suc nh ‘téi qua vi lamanh bl}én, cdda déng v v6i 161 & nghi & qua dém ctia anh. Nhung bon ho khong ¢ im “chuyén xay ra
gitra nguoi trudng thanh”, chi 1a nAm canh nhau, tay namtay di vao giac ngl.

Co nhén} miét lai, nhung khong c6 ng, b vi trong long thinh linh ¢6 cam xtic hanh phiic vy quanh, khién c6 ngat thd. Trai tim c6 din mé man, c6 that
su ¢6 theé nhan duoc hanh phic nhu vdy sao ¢0 ¢ thé chia?




Vién T6 Van cudn ly chan, viron chin géc 1én ngudi ¢6, miéng khé nhéch, chit 1ong trong sudt theo khoe miéng chéy ra, thdm vao gbi dau ctia c6 ——
0, nguoi ndy that 1a ngurdi dan ong that vong boi vi bi tir choi 16i cau hdn sao?

C6 dimng strc d4 chan anh ra, dimg Ién di vao phong tim, c6 md voi nude, bt dau dénh réng, Ban chii dénh réing trong cbe lai 6 mot thém mdt céi
trong con mdi, co kinh ngac nging tay, 1a anh lam sao, khi nao thé?

C6 I& tinh tinh x4u xa kia vinh vién khong thay déi. ..

Bdng nhién chudng cira vang Ién, ¢6 phun ra kem danh réng con sot trong miéng, stic miéng qua loa méy cai, 101 dén canh cira cim dng ndi ciia bo dam,
mot hinh dang quen thudc xuat hién trén man hinh.

“La me,” me chim chAm néi, “Budi sang vira toi chd ba ngoai, ba ngoai goi rAt nhiéu banh sti co, bao me dua qua cho con.”

“Vang...” C6 4n it mo cira, dau 6c tréng rong, nhu i quén mét didu gi d6 rit quan trong

Bdng chic, b thang thot quay dau nhin phong ngi con c6 mdt ngudi dan dng dang ndm trén girong ¢d khong phéi sao?!

“Vién T6 Van!”

C6 chay qua nhay 1én ngudi anh, anh dang ngu say lap tirc quat to mdt tiéng, giat nay ngudi trén giudng,

“Mau, mau trén dil Me em dén day. ..” C6 ding toan b sirc e kéo anh dimg Ién, nhung khong biét nén nhét mdt ngudi cao 1on nhur vay vao dau.
Cudi cting anh tinh tho, chdp miit nhin ¢6, ndi: “Tai sao anh phai trén?”

“Me, me emdén day!” C6 gip dén d6 néi ning 16n xon.

“0.” Vién T Van nhit én quin o minh & dudi dét, méc timg céi vao, sau do t6i cira mang gidy.

“Anh dang lam gi d6...” C6 dimg truéc it anh, ngo ngac noi.

“Thi roi di.” Anh nghiém tic tra loi.
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.7 Trong nhay nit, hbc mét c6 nong én, rat mubn n6i véi anh, ¢6 khong phai mudn dudi anh di, chi 1 hing van 101 néi bi mic can dudi day long, m
sao ciing khong ndi thanh 1oi.

Anh md cira ra ngoai, vira di miy budc thi thang méy phét ra tiéng “dinh”, ngimg lai.
Cira thang miy mo ra, Thé Phén thdy me tir bén trong di t6i, sau d6 c6 chit nghi hozic nhin mdt dau khac ctia hanh lang, ¢6 theo tam niit me nhin qua,

Vién T6 Van dang dura lung vé phia hai nguoi dimg tai canh cira ctia cin ho sat vach, dong tac nhu I dang khoa cira, sau d6 anh xoay nguoi, m nhur
bét ngd nhin ¢6 noi: “O, ¢ Vién, xin chio.”

“Xin chao. ..” C6 ling ting dimg do.

“La...me cd sa0?” Anh hoa nhi git dau voi ba Vién.

“Um...”

“A, chao bac, chiu & st vach a.” Anh that tha gii dau.

“Chao cdu.” Me nhin anh bing 4nh mt ky quéi, nhung biéu tinh khong ¢6 gi khéc thuong,

“Ding Itic chéu phai ra ngoai, di trude a.” Noi xong, anh 4n it di xudng, ctra thang miy mo ra lan nita.

Me 16 01 “tam biét” vdi “hang x6mi” m6i quen, sau d6 vong qua nguoi’ Thé Van di vao trong thay giy. C6 nhin anh di vio thang mdy, hai nguoi trim
méic nhin nhau, ban tay ¢6 cAm nim cira hoi run rdy, sau do tai phit chic cira thang may khép lai, ¢6 ciing dong cira lai.

Me di t6i di lui trong phong, gitip ¢6 thu don phong ¢, ba néi rat nhidu véi ¢d, nhung ¢6 lai dang tri, hinh nhur tréi tim da theo thang miy di xudng

Séc it ctia anh khong ¢6 gi khong on, nhung c6 cho réng d6 1 diém khong on 6n nhét. Anh nhur | dang kiém nén ndi bén khoén trong long minh,
thuyét phuc ban than chap nhin noi ban khoan ndy, nhung khong thé thuyét phuc ban than khdng mit mat, khdng bang hoang, khong dau buon.

Co & trai qua loi tir chéi démqua, anh khong ndi gidn, nhung ciing khong gidng nhur sang nay, dudng nhur chura timg xay ra chuyén gi —— day khong
phai [a anh, 1a Vién T6 Van tinh tinh xau xa kia.

C0 & nhu anh da ndi, co cang kéo anh ra khoi cue séng binh yén, mang vé thoi gian trudc ddy, Vthé thi anh cn ding nhiéu thoi gian hon moi ¢6 thé thoat
khai thoi gian, bdi vay anh can phai thay d6i chinh minh 1an nita. Anh néi anh khong ngai, tuyét doi khong ban tam. ...



Nhung ma ¢6 ban tim, vo cting ban thm.

Sang thir hai, Thé Phéin mang theo hy vong di vao chd doi thang méy trong tda cao bc, rat nhidu ngudi dang doi, nhung khong c6 bong dang ctia Vién
To6 Van.

C6 18 ¢6 da bo 16 thoi gian anh s& xuét hién.

C6 theo ddm nguoi di vao thang may, quay ngudi lai, Shelly dang turoi cudi ding & sau co.
“Chao budi sang. ..” C6 hoi kinh ngac.

“Chao budi sang,” Shelly vui vé chio hoi voi co, “Homnay Vién T6 Van di cong tac roi.”
“Di cong tac?” C6 chura nghe anh nhic qua.

“Um, phai ba hay nam ngiy méi vé.”

“Véng. ..” C6 cup miét, khong dinh hoi tiép.

Budc vao vin phong, cd déng cira lai, buc boi Iy dién thoai ra, my lan muén bim day s6 da thudc Iong tir A, nhung ngén tay cimg ngic ctia ¢d lai
chan chir.

Cudi clng, ¢6 van goi, nhung theo nhip tim dn dép ctia ¢6 chinh 14 giong néi nhic nho: “S6 dién thoai ban vira goi hién da tat may...”

C6 nga trén ghé, cam thiy minh khong the tip trung Bim bét cir chuyén g, vi thé ca budi sang ¢6 ctr ngan ngo, ¢d nhd t6i dnh miit clia anh khi vao thang
may r0i xoay nguoi nhin ¢, kién quyét ma mang theo y cudi, duong nhu vi ¢d anh s& khong tiec moi thir.

C6 chot cam thiy, nhin duoc tinh yéu ctia anh, ¢6 I& 1 chuyén may méin nhét trén thé giéi ndy. ..

Di dong rung rung trén ban, pha tan sy yén tinh, khién c6 hoang hét. Trén mén hinh nhay 1én day s6 c6 vira goi, ngdn tay khong biét tai sao tré nén cimg
ngac va do dy, c6 nhe nhang an nit nghe may, dat bén tai.

“Em doan xem anh dang & dau?”” Giong n6i clia anh van ra vé thoi méi.

“.. . Toém lai khong & dy.”

“Emnéi ‘6 day’ 1a chd n30?” Anh ¢6 chit mo ho.

“ ..Béncanhem”

Cb nghe duoc am thanh hit sdu ngac nhién & dau day bén kia, c6 nhoén miéng cudi, ngin ngo ctia ca budi sang da tan bién.
“Anh s& nhanh chéng trd vé, trd nhét 1 thir sau.”” Anh cudi ndi.

“Um...” Liic ny ¢6 nguoc lai khong biét nén noi tiép ra sao.

“Nay!”

“Em & nhé anh chir?”” Cau hoi ctia anh don gian thang than.

Nhung 6 khong thé tra 1oi, hinh nhur loai than mét nay khién c6 khong ddm dén gin mot budc.

“Emkhong thé mién cudng git dau sa0?”” Anh phan nan.

C6 nhiu may, mién cudng git dau.

Anh bdng nhién cudi rd 1én, cudi rat vui vé: “Vira rdi em nhét dinh thit su git ddu phai khong?”

“Khodng co...” C6 suc nhd cho dit minh gat d4u thé nio anh ciing khong nhin thy, ¢ dit khoat manh miéng phu nhan.
Nhung anh van cudi, hinh nhu khéng tin, cudi cting anh diin ¢6 ¢6 viée déu c6 thé goi anh bét ctr lic ndo, rdi ciip may.
C5 budng di dong, nhin ngoai cira s0, ciing khong nhin dwoc nu cudi.

1%/



“Cb biét khong,” giira trua lic &n com du6i iu Carol bii ngii n6i, “Gan déy toi chot phat hién dan ong c6 thé Iyra chon trén thé gii ndy cang ngiy cang
it

“...La yéu cau cua co cang ngy cang cao qua thoi.”

“C6 ,” c0 ta dimg mdt chit, “Nhung diéu nayy khong ¢6 gi déng tréch, néu phy nit khong c6 yéu cau vi sy lya chon ban dau ctia minh, thé thi cudc
song sau ndy s€ cang ngay cang hong bét.”

Thé Phan bat cudi, Carol chinh i loai ngudi luén ¢6 thé ding nguy bién ndi ra 1 ¢6 dao Iy.
“Con c0 thi sao, ¢d cling chi nhd hon t61 mot tubi ma thoi, chfmg & khong c6 ai dé lua chon sao?”

C0 biumoi, khong hé bat ngo & tai ndy lai chuyén sang minh, boi viy ¢6 ung dung tré Ioi: “Toi nghi B ¢6, chéing qua, quan hé giita nam va ni doi khi s&
tro nén rat phuc tap, cho nén...”

Co suc nho t6i cau tra 101 ctia “Van dam phong khinh” d6i v “Tinh cAu ¢6 don” & trong tiét muc: d6 cin ban khong phai [a mdt sy Iya chon. ... ¢6 hinh
nhu hiéu duge anh muon néi céi gi.

“Pidu do khong phai [a mdt sur lwa chon,” c6 néi, “Ma ]a mdt loai hiéu biét 1An nhau, khi co hiéu mot nguodi, co s€ khong dé y su lya chon ctia dbi
phuong hodc 14 ctia minh, bdi vi c6 6 thé than nhién d6i dién véi moi thir.”

Carol ngo ngac nhin ¢6, ding strc chop mit, n6i: ...C6 ¢b tiémning I6n kam loai chuyén gia tim Iy lira gat nguoi ta trén tiv.”

13.2

Edit: Sam

Tr¢ lai cong ty, trén hanh lang déc bict im ling, da s ddng nghiép déu ra ngoai an com, . nhitng ngudi ¢ lai mt la miét mai lam viée, hai 1 ngn ga ngu gt
tai chd. Liic di qua chd 8, Thé Phan bt cn dung phai mdt ngudi, ¢6 vodi vang ndi xin 161, khi ngang dau 1én ¢o khong khoi ngdy ngudi, Carol da kéu kén
trude: “La. . .co!”

Thé Phan ing ting géi d4u, chinh 13 ¢6 gai da timg hit ca phé ndng lén ngudi co.

“Xin chao,” cb gai cling nhan ra co, “Nguoi nén xin 16i 1 t6i.”

“Chd ¢ bi phong bay gio khong sao chir?”

“Um...”

“T6i xin 16i!”

“Khong ¢6 gi.” Tam trang ctia ¢d hoi phirc tap, hinh nhw nén trach moc, nhung khong thé ndo oan trach ¢ gai trude nit.

“A,”tir trong tiii xach 6 gi By ra hai cai hop mau hong nhat dira cho hai ¢6, “Day 1 keo mirmg ciia t6i.”

“Cb that su két hon rdi!” Carol mo to mét, nhur 1 khong tin.

“Phai.”

“Cing ngudi Y kia?”

“A, khong phai, hai nguoi hiéu Am rdi.” C6 gai lic dau.

“O.” Trén mit Carol viét “T6i biét c6 g di nudc ngoai ma”.

“Anh Ay 1 ngurdi Phap, khong phai ngudi Y, chi 1 sdng tai Y thoi” C6 gai con noi.

“...”” Carol hoan toan im ling.
“Chiic mimg.” Thé Phan cudi noi.

Cb c6 phai nén vui mimg hay khong? “Tinh dich” két hon rdi. ..



Bon ho tam bt giong nhu gitra nhing dong nghiép binh thudng, Thé Phén tr lai véan phong, trong long van con suy nghi vé chuyén ban ndy, c6 nhé
minh vi Vién T6 Van ma chan tai hoa kia, c6 bat dac di cudi kho, cd I, ngoai trir muon dén bu tro dua dai ctia minh, hanh ddng kia cling 1a mdt loai ban
ning, ban ning yéu mit nguoi

C6 ngudi nhe nhang g3 cira, ¢6 ndi moi vao, ¢b gai vira 1di rut 1é dimg trude mit ¢o.

C6 hoi bét ngd, nhung van cuoi thén thign, ¢6 1€ c0 gAi nay chinh 14 loai ngwdi diém tinh nho nha mi & dang mét binh tinh, chéing qua khi yéu mot nguoi
lai sinh ra diing khi to 16n, ké ca ding 161 ndi chat van sac bén va dimg ca phé nong hoi hit 1én ngudi doi phuong —— ¢6 ta con chura trudng thanh,
nhung c6 ban tinh diing cdm ctia ngudi phu nit khi yéu.

“Xin 161, t6i ¢6 thé quiy rdy c6 mot chit khong?” Co gai dimg & canh cira, khong biét nén kim sao.

“Puong nhién, ngdi di.”

C0 gdi ngdi xudng ghé ddi dién, n6i: “Tdi rat mudn trinh trong xin 16i ¢6 lan nira! Sau khi chuyén d6 xdy ra, toi vén chura thira nhén minh ¢6 183, nhung ky
thét c6 1a ngudi vo t0i, chi la co long gifip do...anh ay ma thoi, vi thé t6i nén xin 161 ¢6, t6i xin 16i!”

Thé Phén cudi kho, ¢d 1 ngudi vo t6i sao, chi vi gitip d6. . .ddng nghiép thdi sao?

“Um...hy vong ¢6 ¢6 thé tha thir cho t61.”

“T6i khong dé chuyén nay trong long.”

C6 gai 16 ra nu cuoi cam kich ma ngurong ngiing: “Céam on! Ngoai ra. . .con ¢6 mdt vie t6i mudn nhéy ¢b.”
“Cb c6 thé gitip i chuyén 1vi cho Vién T6 Van khong?”

Gitip “tinh dich” chuyén 16i? Khong phai rat ky la sao. ..

“Hién tai toi khong phai thur ky ctia anh dy —

“ 161 biét,” co gai git dau, “Nhung t6i khong dam ndi véi Shelly. ..

“...Vay duoc oL

“Phién ¢6 ndi vdi anh dy. .. ‘xin 167’....”

“...Chi I caunay thoi sao?”

“Um, n6i v6i anh Ay t6i thit sy mudn xin 161, con nira. . .hy vong anh dy s& khong quén t6i.”

C6 g cuoi tht tha, gio phit ny & trong mit Thé Phan lai chéi nit nhur vy, tAm tinh ndi nong king 1& chiém ctr ¢6, nhung ¢6 lai bat hc.
C6 gai dimg day cao tir, ¢b git ddu co 1, cin mdi, khién minh trong binh tinh.

C6 ngdi im ling mot e, bdng nhién Ay ra di dng goi cho Vién T6 Van.

“A 167 Am thanh ctia anh nghe ra rét diu dang

“Um....” Khau khi ctia c6 cimg ngic, gidng nhu Tir Mic.

“Chuyén gi?”

«...” Loi dén bén miéng lai khong thé n6i ra.

C6 phai noi thé ndo v6i anh day, n6i co ngudi toi, hy vong anh van luén ghi nhé —— anh s& cudi chir, cudi xAu xa boi vi anh biét ¢ dang ghen.
“Sao thé?” Anh & dau déy bén kia nghi hodic, sau d6 phét ra tiéng cudi map mo, “Hay 1. . .em goi qua chi i mubn Eing nghe giong néi ctia anh?”
“Xudng dia nguc di!” C6 nhin khong duge rit gao.

“Sao vay...” Giong ndi anh ¢ vé vo toi, nhur 1 dira tré khong biét minh d lam sai chuyén gi.

“,..Khong cé gi!”

“Ho?”



Thé Phéan cin mbi, n6i: “Khong co viée gi, vay thdi, tam biét!”
N6i xong ¢6 4n nit, trén mén hinh xuét hién khung nhéic nhé cude dién thoai da két thic.

Cb 40 ndo vo toc minh, tai sao phai goi cho anh chir, da goi rdi thi tai sao khong ndi ra, ¢b rt cude mubn thé nao day?! C6 1§ Vién TS Van & bén dau
day bén kia cling dang héi van dé nay. ..

Cb khoanh tay dtmg trudc cira s6, ngily ngudi nhin cdy xanh & xa xa, nhu vay, anh s& nhd c6 gai nay chir, anh con nhé ¢ gai nay khong?
Gidng nhu anh van luén nhé Vién Thé Phan da di xa kia. ..

Téi thir tw, sau khi tan tAm The‘% Phén dén siéu thi mua d9, Ic tré vé& déu xe, co trong thiy chiée xe nho ctia Tir Miic da liu khong gip —— déy khong
phai cé nghia 1 c6 ay da trd veé rdi sao?

Vi thé ¢ trd lai cin ho, nhu thuong I€ tr ctira s6 nhin quanh tinh hinh trén 1Au, cho dén tam 2o t6i dén rét cude sang lén.
C6 lay ra chai rrou d6 méi mua tir trong téii 46, ¢ vl chinh minh, rdi di Ién lau.

Nhung ma, ¢6 bam chudng that 1au, bén trong khong c¢6 chit dong finh. Tir Mic van con gidn, hay ki khong thé tha thir cho ¢6 day? C6 I& no. . .ca doi
nay co ay s€ khong tha thir cho ¢6 khong?

Ngay ltic Thé Phan tudng ring khong c6 nguoi di ra mo cira, Tir Mic lai chim réi mo cira ra, cin mdi ngo ngac nhin ¢d.
C6 nhoe miéng cudi cho I nu curdi than thiét nhat, nhe giong noi: “Té ¢6 thé vao khong. . & mang theo céi ndy. ..”
N6ixong, c6 cim chai rou trong tay, ra vé By long,

T Mic cup nit, nhur 13 dang suy tur, cubi ciing van mo rong cira ra.

Trong phong khach ¢ rit nhidu hop gidy xép chdng chét, bén canh d6 1 chdng séch tap chi ngin ndp, canh tuwong ndy hinh nhu | chi nhan dang tim gi
do.

Thé Phan ryt ré nhin Tir Méc, khong bit c6 nén di qua ngdi xubng sofa nhur | chra timg xdy ra chuyén g, hay  cir démg tai chd, ché chii nhén lén
tiéng.

“Ngdi di....” Rt cude Tir Mic cét tiéng, nhung giong ndi cimg ngdc ching c6 vé gi than thiét.
Cb gat dau, grong gao ngdi xudng, trong long ciing bét an.
Tir Miic dén canh hop gidy, tu tim kiém gi do, hinh nhur ¢6 chi i mot cai bong trén sofa, nhu ¢6 nhu khong.

hai ngudi khong hen ma cling im ling, ca phong chi nghe duoc tiéng vang ciia dong hd qué Fc trén tudng, cling vai tiéng ctia dira tré tinh nghich ban
phéo & xa xa.

Thé nhung, lai vio chinh Kic nay ¢6 lai cam nhan dugc mdt cach ménh liét, minh khong phai Thé Van ma 1 Thé Phan!

Theo lay dong ctia dong hd qua ic, duong nhu ¢0 tr& Ve hién thre timg chit mot, ghé sofa mau x4m, ban tra miu den, tAm tham miu do, ngin th mau
tring. . .cling voi Tir Miic ngdi trrde hop gidy mau ndu, tt ca moi thir déu tré nén chan that.

“Céu con nhé ngay truc nhat sau khi tan hoc khong,” Tir Miic dua lung vé phia c6, bdng nhién ndi, “Lan ndo ciu ciing. . khong chiu dé t¢ quét réc.”
“So 6 hit phéi bui bam, bénh suyén s& tai phat.”

“Con ¢6 muron sach tai hi€u sach & céng truong...”

“Tu Mac...”

“Ong chu s& dua sach moi cho bon minh chon, sau d6 moi dat trén gia sach.”

[T3E ]

“Mdi lan thi ddu dién kinh, bon minh déu ngdi & mép san, mdi lan thi lai mdn thé duc déu khong thé thiéu bon minh.”



“Khi t¢ ngi bénh, cau luon mang bai tap dén tham to, khi cau ngdl bénh, t¢ s& dit cip séach ctia minh trén chd ngdi clia cau, gibng nhur cau khong ¢ nghi
IIQC,”

“Cau hoi t& thich mdt ngudi co cam gide g, t6 fira cau n6i khong biét, nhung cau van khong 1t tiy t6.”

[T3E 1]

Am thanh ctia Tir Méic nghe ra rét vui vé, timg doan hdi trc nhur B ding méy anh chup lai, bi dé chit dudi déy long Tir Mic, chira trong mdt chiéc hop
quy gia nhat, chiéc hop do tén 1a “tinh ban”.
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« durdi, Tir Mic,” Thé Phan hit sdu mdt hoi, “Cau ciing biét, t6 khong phai Thé Van.”

Nhung ¢6 gai chit phac nay lai quat curong n6i: “Cau khong nhd virdn hoa sao, 1in dau tién bon minh kén ubng bia & d6 ddy, cau ndi, khong thé cho bat
cur ai biét, ngoai chi cua caura...”

“Ttr Mac!” Nude mét Thé Phén tir khoe mit chay xudng, nhung ¢6 lai khong nhén ra, ¢6 chi mudn ngin can nhitng hdi (rc dot ngdt ap t6i, mdi mot doan
déu i vé nguoi em gai ma c6 yéu nhat, mdi mot doan I ndi dau dudi ddy long ¢ khé ma Linh lai.

T3]

Tir Mic binh tinh lai, bong dang 2y go ngdi trude bé cira sb, ¢ vé cimg do. Thé Phan khong nhin thdy nét mit ciia ¢6 Ay, nhung c6 thé cam nhéan duoc
nude mat clia ¢d dy, ciing ki nude mit ¢ don.

Thé Phan bong nhién y thirc dugc, néu di lai | minh, e ring cling khong thé tha thir nguoi da cudp di ngudi ban than, nhung lai ich ky mudn duoc
chudc t6i bdi vi, nguoi trong hdi tre kia khong ai c6 thé thay the.

Nhung Tir Méc ding giong di€u binh than néi: “Co thé nhér cau mot viée khong?”
Li?”
“Gia lam. .. Thé Van lan nita cho t6 di...”

[T3E 1]

“Boivi,” Tu Mac dirng mot chit, hinh nhu tim dwoc thr muon tlm, d6 1 mdt tAm anh chup ¢6 ayva Thé Van, “T& con rit nhidu 10 mubn ndi véi cau ay,
t¢ tudng ring van con thoi gian, lai. . .chura kip ni voi cau dy. ..

“T6 xin I6i. . .t xin 16i. . .” Thé Phan di qua 6m ly Tir Miic tir déng sau, nude niit khong ngimg chay xudng, ¢d gai trén tAm anh tuoi cudi, diém tinh ns
diu dang, cho du cho ¢6 gai ay ca the gioi, co ciing khong heé tiéc nuoi.

Tir M xoay ngudi, trén khudn mit ciing day murde mt, khée miéng lai twoi cudi: “Con nguoi doi khi rat ky quai, lic & ngay bén canh thi chang mubn
n6i gi, mit rdi thi lai c6 rat nhiu 1oi mudn ndi. Nhung ma, mét chinh I mét, ¢6 18 c6 thé gia v van con ¢ ddy, nhung khong thé ndo gia vor ca doi.”

“Cho nén,” Tir Miic nhin c6, 4nh mét hién lnh lai dang yéu, “C6 thé hira v6i t6 khong, dé to noi hét...”

“Dugc...” Thé Phan git dAu, ding stre lau nurde miét, cho dit a i vo, ¢b ciing khong mubn cho Tir Mic nhin thiy mot Thé Van roi I6.

“Nhung khi t6 16i xong rdi, cdu c6 thé hira v6i t6 thém mdt viéc nira khong?”

“Pmg gia vor nita, tir nay vé sau. . .dimg gia vo nita.”

Co that sy ngimg roi nude mét, ¢6 & 1 kinh ngac, ¢6 & B quén mét, nhung énh it chén thanh cia Tir Méic nhur | énh sang K mb ctia ngon héi déing tir
xa chi€u trén mit bién t6i den, chi€u sang bau troi, mét bién, ciing chiéu sang con dudng vé nha ctia ¢d.

Co ngdi canh hop glay, mim cuoi, ding 4m tmnh diu dang n6i: “Téi day, ké cho t¢ nghe, méc dii 1 vui vé, twdng nhé, hoang mang hay i dau khd, chi
can cau mudn néi t& déu rat thich nghe, boi vi. .



P
“Da bay nam rdi. . .16 khong c6 nghe.”

Sang thir sau, Thé Phan bong nhién nhan duoc dién thoai clia Tuong Bach Lit, c6 tuong ring anh ta nuén goi sang hoi khi no thi dén chd anh ta “tai
khant”, nhung anh ta chi noi hen ¢ ctng an trua. C6 nghi nght, quyét dinh chon quén an cach tda cao dc hai con phd, khong biét tai sao, ¢d theo truc
giac khong mudn dé nguoi khéc trong thy.

“Bita com ndy c6 moi nhé?” Tudng Bach Liét t6i tré muroi lim pht.

“Puong nhién.”” C6 mim cudi, noi.

“Thé 4, vy t6i phéi goi mdt phin tom him, trén bang hiéu viét ‘hdm nay gia dic biét, mbi khach chi cin 588 t&°.”

“C4i d6...” Nu cudi trén mit Thé Phan cho du lam thé ndo cting khong gitr duoc, “Hay 1a chon mon khac di.”

Anh ta khép lai thire don, tuoi cudi kha 4i ndi voi ngudi phuc vu: “Mot phan com ga mréng, camon.”

Nhin thay béng dang ngudi phuc vu rdi di, Thé Phan thé phio nhe nhdm, quay dau lai, Tuong Bach Liét tuoi cudi nhin ¢o.

“Dimg ding anh mét d6 nhin t6i, mubn chon phin 588 & anh ciing qua tay 16i d6.”

“Sorry, t6i chi dia chit thoi,” anh ta gio tay lén, y i dimg dé ¥, “Hom nay hen ¢ ra i mudn n6i voi ¢d, sang ngay mdt toi s& di.”

C6 kinh ngac nhin anh ta, khong n6i ra 1i, thé thi...co da bo 1& 1in “tai kham” cudi cing sao?

“Toi ciing khong ngd, ngiy chia tay dén nhanh nhu vay.”

“A...” C hoi budn vi nhitng 16 ndy ctia anh ta.

Trong lic ¢6 mo' mang thét vong nhét, ngudi trude miét gitip 4o ¢6, khich 16 ¢6. Miic di bon ho chi i bac siva bénh nhan, thim chi con khong bang
ban than, nhung mdi lAn gap thit bai hodc ndi gian, chlcannglndennhtrng 104 khich 16 ctia anh ta, thé giéi duong nhu khong tré nén 8 hai nhur trong
tuong tuong ctia ¢d. C6 I8 ndo tai gidy phit ny anh ta ciing budn riu nhur ¢6 ching?

“Lic t6i dat vé may bay khong can thin bam sai miy chir ma thoi, t6i khi nhan duogc vé phat hién phai xudt phét trurde thoi han muoi ngdy.” Anh ta bat
dic di nhin vai, udng mdt ngum nurde d4 trude mét, sau d6 ra vé mong chd nhin vé phia phong bép.
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... Puoc 16, ¢6 18 anh ta khong budn rau nhur ¢6 tudng tuong,
“T6i khong bdo cho ngudi nha biét, t6i dinh cho bon ho mdt big surprise. ..”” Anh ta hung phén noi.

“O » Thé Phan VO tran, d& khoc do cudi ndi, “Binh thurong néu nghe loai dbi thoai thé nay & trong phim, chimg to ngudi nay s& 1ap tire phat hién mot
s chuyén khong t6t, vi du nhu ngoai tinh, ban bé phan boi hoac 1 nha bi cudp van van. .. Néu néi vy, anh xac dinh anh con mudn cho ho mdt “bét

ngo’” khong?”
“Hum. ..” Tudng Bach Liét nhiu may, nhu 1a dang nghiém tic suy nghi.

Liic nay, mon an ho d goi duoc bung én, vi thé hai ngudi quyét dinh tam thoi bo xubng “phién ndo” ndy, bt diu giai quyét thirc an trong dia ctia minh.
Doi dén khi &n gan xong, Tudng Bach Liét bong nhién ni:

“Cb biét khong, t0i timg cho ring ¢6 1 ngudi kho tién trién nhét trong tét ca bénh nhan ctia t6i
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Anh ta khong tinh nguyén lam ra dong tac “mor”.

“Anh c6 tong cong bao nhiéu bénh nhan?”

Anh ta nhin trdn nha, nghiém ttc suy nghi, 10 n6i: “Tam thoi thi. . .hai nguoi.”

Nhung anh ta ching hé dé tam ma ndi tiép: “Két qua, t6i lai phat hién c6 1 nguoi tién bo nhanh nhat.”
C0 budng thia trong tay, nhin anh ta, néi vay, nguoi tién bd chim chinh 13 T Mic?

“Cho nén t6i mudn ndi rang, cude song thudng hay nam ngoai dur kién ctia ching ta, chura t6i phut cudi ciing thi khong nén coi nhe bo cude.”



C0 bét cuoi, dimg vy, anh ta chinh I ngudi nhur thé, sau mdt trng vO nghia thi lun n6i ra mdt 6 triét Iy
nhat, khong hé nan long, cling khong c6 che day.

day 1a anh ta, Tuong Bach Liét chan that
“Anh biét khong,” c6 nhin anh ta, chan thanh ndi, “Mic du nhitng khich 1 ctia anh luon. . .rat ky quéi, nhung nghi k¥ lai, khong biét ching da cho t6i bao
nhiéu diing khi.”

Bon ho nhin nhau cudi, vi nhing 161 nay ctia ¢6, cling vi mdi duyén “bac si” va “bénh nhan” ny, c6 I cang 14 vi bon ho nhan ra s ddng cam trén nguoi
d6i phuong, khong can hiéu nhau c& ndo, nhung c6 thé dong cam cd vii lan nhau.

“A,” Tuong Bach Liét thé' dai n6i, “Lic that su sdp roi khoi. ..m6i phat hién c6 chit luyén tiéc. ..

“Bai vi c6 gai anh thich?”

Anh ta cudi lic dau: “Khéng chi thé, mdt khi sng tai noi ndo thi ludn sinh ra cam giac ¥ lai, lic roi di ¢6 & s& can quyét tim rat lon.”

“Nhung anh con c6 thé trd v, ¢6 dimg mot chit, hinh nhur khong khéng dinh cho Fim, «.. khong phai sao?”

Anh ta gat dau: “Toi nghi 1 ¢6.”

“Anh khong chéc chin u?”

“Con ngudi s& thurong xuyén Bmra chuyén minh khong nam chic, khi c6 quyét dinh tir Anh tr6 vé, khong phai ciing khong ném chéic d6 sao?”
“Nhung 6 da tr6 lai, thir thay d6i, hon nita cang ngay cang tot hon.”

C6 mubn chq anh ta mdt ny cudi, nhung khong khoi thé dai mot hoi, dudng nhur Iin suong mi van dé nén trong long 6, vao lic dém dai tinh king, né
lu6n ép c6 dén ngat tho.

“Sao thé?” Anh ta nhay cam hoi.

“Khong.. khong ¢6 gl” co cyp mit xubng, qua hdi lAu mdi ndi tiép, “Anh biét khong, t6i cam théty minh khong xtmg nhén duoc hanh phiic. . khong ximg
nhén dugc nhitng diéu may nin va tot dep, t6i khong xtimg.”

Li?”
“Me t6i n6i, ngay tir dau ba da biét t01 khong phai Thé Van ma i Thé Phan. Klen Ph1 n01, cd ay ciing khong quan tim t6i I ai, c6 4y cam on 6ng troi vi

khong mang ti di. Tir Mac ndi, c6 4y mudn toi gia am The Van Jan nita, c6 Ay co rat nhidu diéu mudn ndi voi Thé Van, nhung sau khi ndi xong, hy vong
to1 tir nay ve sau durng dong vai nguoi khac nita. Con cb. ..

“?”
“Mot ngudi ndo d6 n6i vai toi, chi can toi khong phai 1 c4i bong ciia bt cir ai, nhur vy | duroi...”

“Tai sao, tai sao tAt ca moi ngudi déu khoan dung v6i t61, ¢4 & bon ho s& nhur t6i dau budn vi cai chét ctia Thé Van, nhung dong thoi s& vi tdi con song
ma cam thdy hanh phic sao, toi chiém Ay tit c, sinh ménh, tha thir, thong hiéu, thdm chi con tinh yéu. .. Nhung t6i khong thé ndo phat ra tiéng cudi tir
trong long, t6i cam thiy minh khong x(mg, hoan toan khong ximg c6 dugc nhimg diéu do, boi vi nguoi nén nhan duge ching chinh i Thé Van.”

Tudng Béch Ligt nhin 0, ding giong diéu mém nhe lai kién quyét ndi: “Khong, Thé Phan, ¢6 nén c6 duoc tat ca nhitng thir ia, hogic ] n6i, co hity chép
nhan tinh yéu ctia nguroi thin, ban bé hodc 1a ngudi ¢d yéu, phai nhdn ludn ca phan ctia Thé Van, boi vi...”

“r* C6 nhin anh ta, in dAu tién nhin thdy 4nh nude trong it anh ta.
“Boi vi d6 i do Thé Vén dimg sinh ménh ctia minh dé déi Iy cho ¢6.”
“A...” C6 18 ¢6 mudn khoe, mudn hét 1én, mudn gio thét. . .nhung c6 lai khong phat ra tiéng nao.

C5 nhin thdy Thé Vén ngdi bén canh Tuong Bach Liét, git dau véi co, mim cudi véi ¢d, duong nhu dang n6i: dung vay, anh dy ndi rt ding, chi nén hm
nhu vdy...

“Gidng nhu la néu co biétrsé Xy ra tai hoa nhur vy, c6 qua quyét s& khong dé em gii thay thé c6 —— hoc 1 n6i, néu ban dau 1 chinh em gi mubn di,
¢ s& dong y thay thé c6 ay chu?”’

Cb che miéng, lang & Tc dau.



“Cb biét khong, 61 lubn tin twong, khi tdi nhin thiy co yéu thurong em gii minh den thé, 61 ciing ¢6 thé cam nhdn duoc tinh yéu ctia ¢d 4y dbi voi co.
Néu nguoi chét 1a ¢6, ¢6 ciing mubn em gai minh s& mat di hy vong ddi véi cude song, trdr thanh ngurdi khong biét hanh phiic 1 gi sao?”

“Khong...”

“Thé thi 6 khong can phai suy nghi nhur vy —— khong co gi xtng hay khong xtmg, cudc song con nguoi B déng gid, phai cho tit ca moi ngudi yéu
thurong c6 ciing nhur ¢d yéu thirong bon ho, cam nhan duoc niém vui ctia ¢6, d6 1a diéu dang gia nhat.”

Tuéng Bach Liét viron tay, ndm bé vai Thé Phin, nu cudi ctia anh ta tran ddy khich 18, khién nguoi ta khong khoi ngp tran hy vong déi voi cude sdng.

“Camon...” Thé Phan vira khoc vira mim cudi, ¢6 & rit khé coi, nhung cO cam théy hinh nhu dang tim vé chinh rrinh, “T6i d3 nhin duoc rat nhidu thir
tr anh, nhng i chi c6 thé néi mot cau ‘camon’.”

“Khong, néu co thit sy nhin dugc su giip do va hudng dan tir o1, d6 1 sw ¢6 vit Ion nhdt déi vi t6i
dau.” Anh ta cudi lau nurde niit trén mt c6, giong nhu mot ngudi anh ca dé men.

ciing khong chi mdt cau cam on don gian vay
Cb ciii dAu, nghf t6i mdt ndm nay Tuong Bach Liét luén ding ny cudi va 101 ndi Am ap vai c6, ¢6 thiy minh rit may mén. C6 phai anh ta 1 thién than hay
khong —— 14 thién than do Thé Van phai téi?

C5 nhin anh ta, cudi 19 1én, khdng phai nu cuoi ctia mrde mit, d6 1 nu cudi that sy hiéu duge hanh phiic va camkich.

“Tién sinh, mdi anh Iy tay minh ra, cAmon.”

Thé Phan giat minh, 4m thanh & phia sau c6 truyén dén, mang theo tirc gidn va bt an, nhung van mra vé rat binh finh —— d6 1a 4m thanh ctia Vién T6
Van.

Tudng Bach Liét khong lau e mit cho 6 nira, chi B lang I& rit tay v&, nhin théy anh mit mang theo ngd virc ménh liét ctia Vién T6 Van, anh ta lai
chang c6 chiit sg hii.

“Um...” Thé Phan dmg Ién, nhin hai ngudi dan 6ng trude nit, nht thoi khong biét nén giai thich ra sao.

hai ngum dan ‘(A)ng trung mit nhau mdt lac, Tuong Bach Liét nhu 1 chot hiéu dugc moi thit, anh ta deo ba 16 dung 1én, ndi véi Thé Phén: “Toi nghi t6i
phai di r6i, phan sau d¢ lai cho ¢ nhé.”

“Tudng...” Co6 nhin anh ta xin vién trg, nhung khdng nhin duoc long thuong hai ctia anh ta.

Trude khi di anh ta d6t nhién quay dau, troi cudi kha i, ding giong diéu 6n hoa mang theo chit tur ky ctia moi khi: “Liic t6i khong & ddy, mbi ngay nho
t61i mdt lan Ia du rdi. . .Bye!”

Néi xong, Tudéng Bach Liét xoay ngudi di ra ngoai, vira vay tay wira huyt sao.
Oh! Thé Phan cin ring —— ngudi that sy ¢6 tinh cach xu xa chinh 1 anh ta do!

Tai ngd tu ctia goc duong kia ludn ¢6 rét nhidu nguoi dang cho doi, boi vi khoang cach thoi gian giita dén xanh va dén do dac biét dai, nhung trra hom
nay lai chi c6 hai nguoi dimg d6, 1a mot doi nam nir.

C6 & boi vi trdi néng, 4o vest va ca vat cuia nguoi dan ong vét trén tay kéo ctia va ly, ¢b 4o so'mi méu xanh nhat rong mo ic nay trong ¢6 ve pho phac
— béi vi chi nhén ciia n6 dang rét byc boi, bau khong khi xung quanh anh ciing tré nén ngdt ngat, ra gidn dudng nhur cham vao 1 nd ngay.

Thé Phén ciii d4u di theo phia sau anh, nhin thiy anh dimg budc, thé 1 c6 dimg cich anh hai bude, dang vé chuén bj chay trdn bét cir lic nio.

Sau khi Tuong Bach Liét tyr nhién phéng khoang rdi khoi, Vién T6 Van trimg pﬁt nhin c6 that v, sau d6 khong noi o1 nao kéo va ly di ra ngoai, c6 voi
vang tinh tién roi dudi theo, nhung anh chang ndi cau nao, chi la bude nhanh vé phia trudc.
Trong quan &n chic |  dang x0n xao, chi dén 3 an bira com cting ¢6 thé xem dugc mdt man dién dic sic nhu viy: ¢6 gdi khoc, chang trai ty nhién roi di,

con c6 mit...4c ma gan nhur bung n6? C6 1 mbi ngudi déu twr dét mdt cau chuyén, sau dé hung phén tiép tuc suy dién trong ong, nhur vy ciing khong
¢6 gl xAu, néu moi ngudi c6 thé tim dwoc niém vui trong d6 ——

2’ Vién T6 Van bdng nhién ngit ngang suy nghi ctia ¢, nhur 3 khong kién nhin duoc nita, anh xoay

nguoi hoi co.
C5 hét hon i vé sau mdt budc, mic du sic mét anh rat binh tinh, nhung c6 biét anh dang tire gidn, ¢6 & gian dit hon bét cir ic ndo.
Anh nhin thdy bude chin ¢6 thut i, mit may cang nhin nhé hon.

Thé Phan suy nghi vai giy, rot cude iy ding khi noi: “Um. . .anh di cong tc vé roi...”



Anh cudi khd tir gidu: “Dung vdy, anh da tr V8, hon nita xe taxi tring hop dung triing ngudi tai giao 10 trude quan an, anh phai bude xubng, kéo hanh Iy
di, moi di vai bude thi nhin thay canh tirong déc sdc nhu vay. .. Néu anh khong trd lai, ngurdi dan ong kia s& khong don gian s¢ mat em dau nhi?”

Anh rt tirc gian, giong ndi tran day ngd vuc, nhung khong biét tai sao, ¢ khong trach anh, mdt chit ciing khong, cho di trong i n6i ctia anh chéing hé
¢6 chiit tin twdng c6, nhung c6 chi muon curoi.

C6 mim mdi, néu bay gior cudi, ¢6 & ¢d s& chét khong dep ——
“Anh ta 1a bac sitamly ctia em” C6 ding giong di€u thodi mai ngay ca ban than cling khong ngo.
“_..”” Anh hién nhién cam thiy bat ngo, tuy ring mit may van nhiu chét, nhung hinh nhu dang doi ¢6 ndi tiép.

‘Mot nam trude, khi em cam théy minh thc”)ng thé tiép tuc nhu vy dugc nita, em bét dau tiép nhan diéu trj cta bac sitim ly, anh ta 1a mdt nguoi rat tbt,
em da nhan duoc nhicu sy gitip do tir chd anh ta.”

“Rét t5t?”” Anh nhuréng may, “Ké ca s mit emsao?”

“Dung nhur vay,” ¢6 tién Ién hai budc, dimg trur6e mit anh, “Emnght anh ta thinh thoang cling thich tro dua dai gidng nhur anh, nhung anh ta that d nguoi
tot, néu khong c6 anh ta, cd I€ anh s& khong theé nao nhin thay em ctia hién tai.”

“C6 1& em van con ving vy trong ndi dau ctia minh, mudn tim mot 16i ra nhung lai cam chiu bd cude.”” C nhin anh mit anh, sc mit binh than.
“Tai sao khong ni cho anh biét. ..”” Long méy anh gidn ra, trong m¥it chira dung ndi dau khong thé che gidu.

“Boi vi anh ciing a mot trong nhiing nguyén nhan dau khd ctia emmi.”

«...” Anh hién nhién hoi kinh ngac.

C6 mim cudi: “MOt nam trude em gap lai anh, em tuong rﬁng ding nhiéu thoi gian nhu vay em s& bién minh thanh Thé Vén, nhung lic nhin thiy anh, em
lai phat hién minh rat muon di qua hon anh, emrat sg hai, lic ay em vo cling s¢ hii.”

“Nhung em nén kim thé, boi vi em khong phai Thé Van, em i Thé Phan ——
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ding vy, em biét, nhung em khong thé. Bai vi trong long em con mang theo rt nhiéu rét nhiéu 4y ndy, em mdt long mudn chude i, ding cach
cua minh dé chudc to1.”

[T 1]

“Tuy nhién em dén dan phat hién minh d3 sai rdi, d6 B mdt sai Am rat dang sg, emphat hién sy viéc lai hdng bét 1n nita béi su tiy hirng ctia em, ma em
lai con. ..co chap chim dam trong d6.”

“Thé thi hién tai em c6 thé bién tr vé Thé Phan khong?”” Anh vuron tay, vudt mit co.

C6 nhin anh, cam giac durgc ngén tay san stii ctia anh cham vao minh rat 4m 4p, cuoi trong mrdc it ndi: “Emnghil...emc6 thé.”
“...”” Anh ngac nhién khong n6i nén loi.

“Vianh, vi me, viem va ban bé ctia Thé Vén. .. dwong nhién con c6 Thé Vén, em khong mudn minh budng tha nhur thé nira.”
Anh ctii du, nhe nhing hon ¢6, ngon tay hrét qua hai mé 6 hoi run rdy.

C6 nhén chan, viron tay 6m ¢ anh, hé miéng ra, diu dang cin bd mdi anh.

“Nay...” Vién T6 Véan bdng nhién budng ¢6 ra, sic mit ngd ra s& mdi minh, “Em...”

“Sao thé?” Cd ra vé v toi.

Anh nhiu iy nhin ¢6, nhin hdi iu méi cudi ndi: “Khong ¢6 gi. . .vé nha rdi noi voi em.”

Pén xanh sang Ién, anh xoay ngudi mot tay cam tay kéo va ly, mdt tay ndm tay 6, di sang phia déi dién.

C6 mim curdi nhin nét mét nghiéng ctia anh, trong long tran ddy tinh yéu cling voi. ..mot chiit nhon nhao.

Nh6 t6i dang vé s mdi ctia anh, c6 n6i dudi ddy ong: ngudi con nhé noi man cam trén ngudi dbi phurong, khéng chi ¢6 minh anh d4u nhi?

Chiéu hom sau, Tudng Bach Liét nhin duge mot kién hing, phin tén ngudi giri viét “Vién Thé Phan”. Bén trong i méy quyén sach ctia Hang Phong,



cing voi mdt bire thur méu tréng da dan kin.

“A 167" Anh ta vira sip xép hanh Iy vira goi dién cho Thé Phan.

“Anh da nhan duoc db chura?”

“Um, tat ca déu a cho tdi sao0?”

“Séch  cho anh, 1 tac pham tiéu thuyét trinh tham dang rat noi tiéng hién nay, ting anh mang theo doc trén duong di, néu anh thich, 10i con ¢6 thé hoi
anh ay ky tén cho. Von mudn tang anh thir gi d6 c6 gé triky niém, nhung t6i da hoi y kién ctia ban be lam 6 hai quan, bon ho ndi ra mrde ngoai t6t nhat
dung mang theo thir kia.” C6 tron & toilet nho giong ndi.

“La cai gi?”” Anh ta hoi to mo.

“Thit x6ng kho6i Kim Hoa d6.”

«...” Tudng Bach Liét lya chon im lang,

“Nay, anh c6 nghe khong?”

“Cb lam gi gidng nhur ké trom thé ha.”

Thé Phén cudi gurong hai tiéng, dé thip giong ndi: “Anh ciing biét, c6 mdt s6 nguoi. . .rét khé tinh.”

... Thé thi birc thw mau tréing 1 sa0? Ciing 14 cho t6i ha? C6 thé mo ra khong?”

“Khong duge md, d6 1a birc thu nho anh dua cho mdt ngurdi ban 6 New York.”

“0, t6i lAm sao dua cho anh ta chr?”

“Toi ¢d viét tén va s6 dién thoai ctia anh éiy O mit sau bire thu, sau khi anh t6i noi thi goi dién cho anh éiy 1a duoc.”

“Ok.” Tuéng Bach Liét bong nhién ¢ cam gidc bi loi dung méinh ligt, hinh nhur nho anh ta dura thur 1 that, vé phin miy quyén séch kia. . .chéing qua |
ngudi ndo d6 dang mudn wirt bo b sach kia thoi.

“Nhur vay....” Thé Phan hoi budn n6i, “Chiic anh thuin budm xudi gi6.”

“Camon.”

“Nguoi nén camon I t6i. .. Tambiét.”

“Tambiét.”

Ngay ltic anh ta dinh ctip méy, trong dng nghe lai truyén dén tiéng ctia Thé Phan: “A 16, a 16, bac si?”

157"

“Anh s& tr& vé& chit?” Am thanh ctia ¢6 hoi chin chur.

«..Um” Tudng Bach Liét diu dang cudi noi.

“Vay I tt rdi....” C6 ciing cuoi.

“Vién Thé Phan! Em lam g} & trong d6 ha?!” Ngoai cira truyén dén 4m thanh ctia Vién T6 Vén, khiu khi buc boi.

“T6i phai clip méy ddy, néu anh tré vé nhét dinh phéi goi cho t6i, nhé d6. .. C6 hinh nhu bdng thay di chu ¥, “Cho dit khong tré lai. . .c6 ranh ciing nhd
20i cho t6i. . .dugc khong?”

“Dugc.” Tuong Bach Liét gt dau.

“Tambiét.”

“Tambiét.”

Ngay cudi ciing ctia Thang nim, Thé Phin mang theo mt bo hoa bach hop tring, mdt minh l4i xe di. Co mudn dén ngiia trang ctia em gai. Tudn trude,

me da dén noi quan ly nghia trang lam thi tyc, stra tn trén mo bia thanh “Vién Thé Van”. Hom trude chd quéan Iy goi dién dén bao rang da sira xong,
moi ngudi nha dén xem, vi thé ¢d xin nghi mdt ngay, dén tham em gai.



So véi tiét thanh minh, Kic ny nghia trang c6 chit hiu quanh, nhan vién dua ¢6 dén trudc md bia, hoi ¢b chit khic trén d6 ding khong, ¢o gat dau, to vé
camon.

Nhan vién di rdi, ¢6 ngdi xdm xudng, dat hoa trurde md bia, hai tay chip lai, Hing 1§ cdu nguyén trong dng

Trén thm bia d4 vén khong c6 tAm anh ciia Thé Van, tir trong ba 16 6 Ay ra mdt khung hinh tinh xdo, trong khung hinh ¢6 mot tAm anh cing v6i mdt birc
thu giri cho Thé Van.

Thé Van than yéu:

Emkhoe chir?

Chi tot lim.

Nghe dugce cau tra 10i cua chi nhu vy, em cé yén tm khong?

Bién ¢6 ciia bay ndm trude von di nén mang chi di, nhung cudi ctng nguoi roi khoi moi ngudi lai a em Chuyén nay da mang dén khong biét bao nhiéu
dau khd cho moi ngudi, ngudi thin va ban bé ctia ching ta da rét nd hrc moi dan dan thoat khoi dau thurong,

Ngudi dau don nhét dwong nhién 1 chi, boi vi chi von nén rdi khoi thé gidi nay!

Khi chi phat lnenmomgumvmnungw em “con song’ chi 1chkyyeudu01, cho dui m thé ndo ciing khong thé noi sy that voi moi ngudi —— vi thé chi
bién thanh “ent”, chi mudn chudc t6i, mudn thay em song sot, thay em di hét con duong ciia ddi ngudi ni em khong thé di.

Vi thé chi di London, hoc chuyén nganh em thich nhat. Chi ding tén em dé goi minh, ding anh méit em nhin ngudi khéc, ding tinh cach ctia em dé xir su,
ding giong diéu clia em dé noi chuyén, thich tat ca nhing gi em thich, ghét tit ca nhing gi em ghét, chi twong i minh d4 bién thanh em —— chi thét sur
cho rang minh d bién thanh em! Nhung d6i khi, chi van khong kiém ché duroc ndi khét vong trong long minh, chi trdn hoc dén hoc vién san khiu gin d6
xem sinh vién biéu dién, 1 bi vi chi khong thé chiu ndi khoa ngi phap ngdt ngat va dai dong kia, chi tim mdt cong viée tai thur vién, mdi ngay & cing véi
nhing quyén sach ni em thich nhét, nhung lai ching c6 himg thi d&é doc ching, chi trdn & mdt goc nghe di nghe lai album ctia ca sima chi yéu thich. ..

Chi khong thé phi nhén khi chi kn Fum nhing chuyén minh thich, chj cam thiy sung suéng ¢ ndo, nhung ciing 6 rét nhidu dy néy. Chj hoan toan khong
nhdn ra cai goi ki “chudc t07” ctia minh chi 1 céch thirc ma chi cho Ia ding, lamra chuyén sai lam. Chj cir trai qua bay nam nhur the, cho dén mt ngay
gip duoc Kién Phi ¢ dudi lAu nha tro.

Cai dém Giang Sinh d6, bon chj da n6i vé rat nhidu chuyén hdi trudc, chi gia v minh khong biét nhicu chuyén vé “Thé Phan”, nhung lai day héing héi tin
gau vé chinh minh trong hdi trc, thim chi say sura trong do, cho dén khi Kién Phi ndi, ¢6 thé gip duoc “Thé Van” that 1 tt qua, chi méi phat hién

“chi” ¢ trong hdi tre ctia bon ho that tdt biét bao, tit ca moi ngudi déunh6 co ay, nhung lai khong déy yem—— Thé Van, hoa ra cdi ma chi goila
“chudc t01” kia, goi Ia “thay thé” kia, khong phai that sy 1a hanh vi chudc tdi ctia chi, cling khong that sy thay em séng sot!

Chi chi 14 Ira minh d6i ngudi thoi, mubn thoat khoi sy dy ndy khi “giét chét” em, chi dimg mot phuong phép nhur vy, thuc ra chi l long ich ky cta chi
ma thoi. Nhitng nguoi yéu thurong em cling nhur em yéu thuong ho, bay nam qua ho chura timg nhan dugc tinh yéu nao tr ch], nguoc lai, chi thdm chi
khlen ho hoang mang va bat an, ci goi d “tra gia” ctia chi chang qua 13 vi ban than chj thoi. Vi thé chi nghi, chi khong thé tiép tuc nhur vAy nita, chi phai
trd Ve, trd lai cb huong ctia chiing ta, trd lai noi chi va em von nén & do.

Chi da tré v&, nhung khong dam & ciing me, boi vi chi biét cho du co gidng em dén thé nao, cing khong thé thoét khoi anh it ctia me. Chi don ra
ngoai, Tir Méc gitip chi tim mot cén ho ndm dudi can ho clia cau dy, ndi cho em blet cau Ay van cht phac nhu vay, giong diéu n6i chuyén ciing rat clmg
ngic, chang thay d6i chit ndo so v6i bay ném trude! Con Hang T nita, ¢ trong 4n tong ciia chi cau ta ciing khong c6 gi khéc biét, rat bay budm,
nhung ma. . .1ong da rét tt. Bon ho van nhu xua, chi luén cam thiy gitta bon ho ¢ khiic méc gi ddy, nhung khong hé biét d6 1 g, boi vi Tar Mic chua
timg d& cap t6i chuyén nay, chi thurong suy nghi, néu doi 1 em, cau dy c6 thé néi hét véi em khong?

Chi khong biét, that su khong biét, nhung TG Méc no6i, ¢d mot sd chuyén cau ?iy khong thé ndi voi nguoi thin va ban be, nhung ¢ thé ndi voi bac sitam
Iy, vi thé chi quen véi bac sitam Iy ctia cu dy Tuodng Bach Ligt. Bac si Tudng la mdt ngudi rit thi vi, n da ngim den, ciing rét dep trai, nhung
khong phai i tuyp nguoi chi thich (ha ha), anh ta rit thong minh, ciing rét d& mén, khong biét da gitip d va khich I chi bao nhiéu, chi din dan m6 rong
ctra Iong vi anh ta, chi nghi néu i em, em ciiing s& im nhur vay.

Sau do, chi gip lai mOt nguoi, chinh 1a. . .nguoi boi vi chi muén 0 bénanh éylm ndn ni em thay chi di M. Chi chura bao gio n6i voi emvé anh éy nhi?
Bay gio chi mu6n trinh trong gidi thiéu anh dy v6i em, ténanh 4 4y 1a Vién T6 Van, chinh i ngudi em tirng nhéc t6i voi chi, thay gido da coianh dy la anh
trai sinh d6i cia em. Emc6 cam thay ndm mo ciing khong ngd bon chi & bén nhau khong? Nhung sau khi nghe em nhéic to1 anh y, chi lién kén dé y anh
ay Anh ay 12 ngudi ¢6 tinh cach xau xa, thich choi tro dua dai, sau @6 udn ra vé vo t0i nhin em, nhung co 1€ chi da bi anh a ay thu hit nhur vy, vo tinh yéu
anh ay.

Bay nam trude, tir khi emroi di, “Vién Thé Phan” cling roi khoi thé gioi nay, chi biét, ic d6 nhitng ngudi yéu thirong chi cling nhur chi yéu thwrong ho,

déu cam thay rat dau khd, dwong nhién bao gdm ca anh dy. Bay ndm sau chi bién thanh “Thé Van”, khi anhay xudt hién 1an nita & trude mit chi, chi cam
thiy trai tim minh gAn nhur nhay ra, chi rat sg hii, boi vi chi phat hién tréi tim minh van rung dong, m anh 4y. . .hinh nhr c6 cam gidc khong thé n6i 16 voi
chi. Chi biét minh khong nén dén gin anh 4y, nhung 1an nay hét 1an khac chi khong tw chit dwoc nmi & bén canh anh 4y, nhin thiy mdi mot biéu tinh cia
anh 4y, trong long chi hoang mang khong thé kiém ché. Chi trd nén mau thudin, twéng ring boi vi anh Ay con nhé “Thé Phan” cho nén mdi tiép can “Thé
Van”, chi khong thé tuong twong duoc, chi hodic i em, bi nguoi khac Bm nhu thé than cta dbi phuong, khi anh 4y mét di “keo”, chi c6 thé ding “gidy
g6ikeo” dé thay thé.



Nhung anh &y n6i cho chi biét, anh &y da nhén ra chi tir Fu ding mdt logi ban niing ctia ngudi yéu. Lic ndy chi m6i phat hign, thi ra ching ta khong
ai co thé thay the ai, chi vinh vien khong thé trd thanh em, bdi viem 2 Vién Thé Van dc nhat vo nhi trén the gidi nay!

Chi bat dau hoang mang, chi biét minh da pham mdt sai JAmI6n, nhung lfhéng biét nén lam sao dé stra chita moi viée. Didu céng khién chi cé}ng bét ngo
hon Ia, thi ra me da bict ching ta hoén doi thin phén tir som—— bat dau tir budi sang em xuat phat. Nhung me khong néi gi hét, chi la mudn cho chi
thirc tinh, hodc 13, chi khong can tinh lai, néu chi cd thé vui vé. ..

Em gi than yéu, ¢6 phai em ciing gidng chi hay khong, thy me thét | vi dai? O, duong nhién, con ¢ Kién Phi va Tir Méc, bon ho déu ¢6 trdi tim
khoan dung va Iuwong thién. Lic ndy chi nhin ra, hoa ra yéu mdt nguoi, khong can gi nhiu lam, chi can ngudi d6 hanh phic 1a t6t roi.

Bac si Tudng ndi voi chi, mbi khi chi ké ra dau khd va bat an ctia minh, nhur thé chimg t6 ring chi rat yéu thuong em, hon nita anh ta tin twéng, mdi An
chi n6i v6i anh ta chi yéu thirong em bao nhiéu, thi em cling yéu thirong chi nhur véy. Tai sao, tam linh von turong thng cta ching ta, lai phai do nguoi
khac nhic nhd vé su that ndy chi?

Thé Van, doc t6i ddy, emcd cam thiy chi la mot ngu01 ich ky ngu xuin, cd chap hon nita yéu dubi Eim khong? Chi nhur vy, khong thé thay thé em
—— khong, chi nghi cudi cling chi da hiéu dugc i, trén thé > gi6i nay khong co bét cir ai thay thé duoc em! Mic di em da rdi khoi, nhung nhimg hoi tre
6t dep ma em dé lai cho moi nguroi khong hé roi khoi, mé iép tuc di ciing voi moi nguoi.

Chi phéi quay vé chinh minh trrde ddy, nhét dinh phai quay v&, nhung khong chi cho Vién Thé Phén, ma chi m]fr)n’ cho moi nguoi yéu throng em cam
nhin duoc sy hanhph}']c, d6 1a sir ménh cua chi hoiic i néi, i str ménh ctia ching ta. Chi khong thé thay thé em, nhung chi san long m tat ca
nhirng viéc minh ¢6 thé viem

Cudi ctng, chi rmén 16i vé Thach Thy Than. Sau khi trai qua nhiéu ndm nhur vdy, anh éy van yéu em, van dang cho doi céu tra 101 cia em. Chi xin 16i, chi
da tir chdi anh 4y, boi vi chi khong thé thay em dé yéu anh y, chi nghi, c6 1§ ddi v6ianha 4y, mdt “Vién Thé Van’ khong yéu anh 4 ay cting khong dau kho
bang Vién Thé Van da rdi xa anh dy tir lAu, cho nén chi khong ndi sur tht voi anh 4y, tir trén ngudi Vién To Van chi d nhin thiy ndi kho mét di nguoi
yéu, chi khong danh long dat thém nita 1én nguoi Thach Thy Than,

Thé Van than yeu, hy vong em s tha thir cho chj —— ngudi chi ich ky, ngu xuan, ¢ chép hon nira yéu dudi nay. Tuy nhién chi cling mubn n6i rng, chi
chua ttrng hoi han minh da Iya chon con duong trude kia, mic duné ki mot con duong vong gip ghénh, nhung cubdi ciing lai cho chi sirc manh va diing
khi I6n lao, tim vé con duong thude vé ching ta.

Cho nén Thé Van, emsg tha thir cho chi chtr?

Xin em thr 13 cho chi!

Nguoi chi Thé Phan vinh vién yéu em
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Chuwong 14: Doan két: Loi chao héi dén tir new york

[ Tuong Bach Liét: “Cudc séng con nguoi phai :créi qua rAt nhidu sy lua chon, thinh thodng c6 mdt $6 chua thé quyét dinh, ciing c6 thé hiéu duoc. Toi s&
khong ép budc chinh minh lya chon sém, doi dén khi thoi co chin niii, thi s& ¢d ngudi giup t6i fwa chon.

Néu c6 con thoi gian, tot nhit hiy suy nghi k§ cang, dimg d& dang dura ra quyét dinh. Toi ludn dé cao niém tin ndy, th ring Eing king chér doi con hon
quyét dinh voi vang.”

Tao Thur Lo: “Toi nghi, moi ngudi van dang sinh song tai mdi ngd ngach trén hanh tinh ndy khong hé ling quén nhimg ngudi da mit, ciing khong thé nao
quén duge moi thir ma ho da mang dén cho thé gidi ndy —— nhur vy 1 di roi. Hay cling ling nghe mot ca khiic, You are not alone ctia Michael
Jackson...”]

Edit: Sam

Lén dAu tién Vién Thé Phén phat hign, sur hudi biéng ctia minh doi khi s& ¢6 higu qua khong thé tuong, vi du nhu nhig thing gidy chura md ra khi don
vao can hd ndy, doi dén ic don di c6 thé dé dang bung nguyén xi, giam bt khong it sirc Iie.

C6 cAm hai ly rurou trong ngiin t phong bép, tlly tién nhét vao trong thing gidy, lap tirc bi Vién T6 Van rin day: “Nay, cai d6 khong thé dit bira bai nhur
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thé, phai boc mdt Idp gidy in & bén ngoai trurdee, sau d6 vo o bao lai boc xung quanh lan nita rdi nhét vao thing.”

Anh vira chi huy nhéan vién chuyén nha bung thing I6n ra ngoai, vira di qua Ky ly ra, dua theo 1 ndi vira rdi ciia anh ma lm hru loat mdt lin, cudi cing
dura hai céi ly da boc tron vo cho ¢o.

“Trén co ban,” ¢6 noi, “Doi dén khi em vé nha m thing ra, nhin thiy hai cuc gidy thé nay, s& cho 1 gidy bao phé thai lién quing di ngay.”

...” Vién T6 Van can than dat do dac xong, sau d6 trimg niit licc cd6 mdt céi, 161 ti€p tuc ban ron.

C6 nhin can phong trong rong hoi 16n xon, bdng nhién trong long c6 chit khong nd, mdi mdt dém tinh king, ¢6 s& md may tinh trén ban, ]ang nghe radio,
ng01 trén bé ctra sO suy nghi tam sw, mOi mot vién gach ¢ day, mbi mit do ding & ddy, déu ciing ¢b trai qua khoang thdi gian quan trong nhét trong cudc
song 4, con c6 anh dén neon ¢ dang xa ting 1au 31 hiu quanh, chi c6 né kim ban thoi.

Tuy nhién ¢6 rat mong chd nhing ngay Thang mo6i, ¢6 mubn don vé nha sng chung v6i me, hai me con da nhiéu niim khéng & cting nhau, khong biét bay
gio bat dau bu dap co con kip hay khong?

“Suy nghi gi d6?” Liic 1ai xe déng dép ctia Vién T Vén rit ngau, luon nghiém tic nhin vé phia trude, thurong thudng nhin kinh chiéu hiu dé ¥ tinh hinh
xung quanh, qua tht 1 hoc vién mau mirc cia trudng day 1i xe.

C6 mim cuoi Fic dau, sau do Ay mot cai hop ndm & ghé sau dat trén dui.

“Gi thé?” Anh nhin khong dugc hoi.

“La...” Tir trong hop gidy ¢6 Ay ra mot chiéc mii hrdi trai miu lam, “Qua sinh nhat.”

N6i xong, c6 dot mii én dau anh, chiéc mii mua tir bay nam trude, lic ndy chi doi dwoc nira cai ddu ctia anh, trong hoi budn cudi.
“Anh béo 1én rdi.” CO chi vao anh, cudird én.

“La mii nh6 thoi!” Anh cin than nhin minh trong kinh chiéu hau.

“Sao lai thé dugc!”

Anh khong phan bac nira, m ti nhi: “Chéng & thit sy bién to én rdi2...”

“Péu to d4u to, trdi mura khdng lo, ngudi ta ¢6 6, t6i cd daurto...” C6 cudi, thude long bai hat thiéu nhi, nhin nét mét nghiéng ctia anh, bdng dung vui én.

“Hirm?”

anh bién 16n rdi, nhung khong chi ¢ cai dau thoil” N6i xong, anh tur cho 1 hai hurde ma cuoi hai tiéng,

“_..” Thé Phén xoa canh tay, cam thay hoi lanh.
Me cling cau mo ra ngoai di du lich, ¢6 ly ra chia khoa trong ti xach, cling Vién TS Van bt dau chi huy nhan vién chuyén nha.
Bdn gioy chiéu, toan bo thing gidy déu chuyén vio xong, ¢b nhin phong minh, bdng nhién c6 phén ching biét im sao.

C6 von nghi rang, noi ndy khong phai la cua co, tir d6 chd nay chi dat cac loai anh chup, trd thanh mot noi ft ngudi s& nhd t6i. Nhung hién gio, ¢6 da tro
lai, xa cach nhiéu ném nhur vay, 16t cude cd da trd vé phong minh, miic dit khong I6n nhung lai tran day hoi tre tt dep ctia .

Roi di 1di trd v& diém bét dAu, trong d6 da trai qua rat nhidu dau khd, ciing da troi qua rat nhidu thoi gian. C6 nhur 1 rdt cude thoat khoi vay thanh cia
minh, ding mdt khia canh méi dé nhin cudc song.

“Embiét khong,” Vién T Van ly ra ly rrou duoc boc trong gidy, hinh nhur that sw s ¢6 cho 1 gidly bao phé thai ma quing di, “Thinh thoang anh s& ¢6
mot loai do giac.”

“Huh?”

“Em 101 khoi, em trd vé, hinh nhu chi ¢6 my ngay ngiin ngii, niic di timg cam thiy dau kho, tuyét vong, nhung bay gio nhé lai, thiy rang do ciing chéing
tinh 1 gi.”

“Céi ndy goi la “vét seo da lanh quén di dau don’ sa0?”
“C6 & vay...” Anh dua hrng vé phia c¢6 ngdi x6m trude thing gidy, thu xép lai, trén mét 1 ny cudi diu dang,

Dbi v6i co ddy that I mot canh trong lau ngay khong gap.



Trai tim ¢6 chot cam dong, rat mudn di qua 6m Iy anh, hon anh. .. Nhung ma, ¢6 chi cuoi than nhién, tr day ong n6i: “Céam on anh.”

Budi tdi cudi tuan, Thé Phan hen gip Lwong Kién Phi va Lam Bao Thyc 0 nha hang, ¢6 hoi khﬁn truong, van do du khong ch;“ic chin ¢6 nén ndi s that
voi hai c6 khong, c6 1€ da d6i mit voi oi Ién an “Céu Ia ké Itra dao” mdt lan, nhung c6 cam thay minh ¢ duoc ding khi d€ doi mit véi moi thi.

Luong Kién Phi t6i dung gid hen, Lam Bao Thyc khong hé bat ngdy dén mudn mudi lim phit, ¢b Ay xin 16i cudi néi: “Thoi quen xdu cia t6 e ring khong
stra duoc.”

N6i xong, Lim Bao Thuc diit mdt i gidy trudc niit Thé Phan.

“Gi vay?”

“La qua tang mua lic hudng tudn tring mat, van chua c6 co hoi dura cho cau.”

C6 md tii gidy ra, phét hién 14 hai chiéc khan Iua, ¢ khong khoi ngin ngudi. Mot chiée miu cam tuoi sang, chiée con lai i miu xanh trang nha.

“Khong biét tai sao,” Bao Thuc s toc mai trén tran minh, ¢6 chit khong dugc ty nhién ndi, “Khi nhin thdy hai chiéc khan Iya nay, t¢ lién nhé dén hai chi

emcau.”’

“A...” Thé Phan nhin Kién Phi, ¢6 4y ciing hoi kinh ngac.

“Chi gai nhiét tinh c6i md, con em gai thi diém tinh huréng ndi.”

Thé Phan nhin khan lua trong tiii gidy, trong ong budn ba. ..day qua i miu sic n hai chi em c6 thich nhat.

“Ky thét hoi trude 16 thuong cam thiy minh ¢ thé phén biét rd rang hai cu ai 1 ai, bi vi nét mit cia hai nguoi khac nhau nhu vay. Chi gi lic néo ciing
sinh dong, em gai thi rﬁt’diémﬁnh, moOt nguoi [a nang bien, ngurdi kia 13 bién ca xanh tham, noi that, t& rat hAmmd hai cau, hinh nhwr trong cude song luon
c6 mot ngurdi di ciing bat ¢t lic nao.”

N6i xong, Bao Thuc quay dau nhin Kién Phi, Kién Phi tan thanh gat dAu, dudng nhu dang néi: t6 ciing vy.

“Nhung hién tai, cau biét khong, miic di mét i mdt ngwoi, nhung hinh nhur t6 van cam thiy ngdi ddi dién ¢k hai ngudi.” Bao Thuc vron tay ra, che di
phia Thé Van trong thi gidc ctia minh, nheo nt lai nhin phai trai.

“Thét sao...” Thé Phin cudi khd, c6 18 i ndy c6 van khong thé ndi ra miéng,

“Té c6 mit cam gidc ky la,” Bao Thuc budng tay xudng, ndi nghiém tiic, “T6 khong phan biét rd rang, hinh nhur hai cau déu & day, khong ai roi khoi ai.”
C6 dau dén cti dau, nhung van duy tri nu cuoi.

Khong biét, Thé Van nghe ciu ndy s& c6 cam tudng gi?

“Nhung chuyén nay d6i voi bon t& khong hé quan trong,” Kién Phi bng nhién ngit 10 Bao Thuc, cup mit xudng, “Khéng phai sao, Bao Thuc?”’

hai ¢6 nhin nhau, hinh nhur trong khoanh khéic khong hen trurde hai ngudi da tim dwoc dap 4n ctia minh qua ddi phuong,

“Chi can nguoi ¢ lai 6 thé séng mdt cude séng ni minh mong mubn,” Kién Phi néi, “Thé thi ngudi khac cho 1 thé ndo ciing ching quan trong”
“Phai...” Bao Thuyc ciing tan thanh.

“Du sao, bon t¢ ciing khong hiéu dwoc cam xic mit di nguoi thin clia cau, boi vi—— bon td khong phai la cau.”

Thé Phén nhin hai ¢6, cam thiy ndi dau dudi day long minh nhu I giam bot mot it. C6 lai nhé dén Tir Miic, co ghi chit phéc ndy ¢6 thé ciing nghi nhu
vay khong?

C6 bdng nhién khan trrong v0 ¢6, cho dit “sur thit” kia 6 hién ra trude mit cac 6 hay khong, cho ditho 6 chiu chip nhén ¢ hay khong. .. Tat ca moi
thir déu giong nhur 161 ho da néi, khong quan trong, it nhat doi voi c6 n6 khong quan trong —— bai vi d6 chinh la cude song c6 nén trai qua —— dau
kho, khé khan, vat va va suy sup, ¢d nén than nhién doi nit.

C0 nhé Tuong Bach Ligt timg ndi: 6 cho Ia trén thé gioi nay khong 6 ai hiéu dugc ¢, nhung trén thyre té khong phéi nhur vay. Ding vy, khi c6 bt
dau tin twong thi s€ nhan ra minh cang ngay cang dugc thong hi€u, dong thoi cling cang hiéu ngudi khac hon.

“Meic du nhitng ndm gan ddy d4 xay ra rat nhiéu chuyén, di mdt doan duong vong lon. .. Nhung t6 rat may min, boi vi moi ngudi & bén canh t¢ déu
mang theo trai tim khoan dung va Iuwong thién, dwong nhién chinh 1a cac cau, Kién Phi, Bdo Thuc —— camon!”

C6 nam tay hai cd, kiém nén xtic dong trong 1ong, Bao Thuc xtic dong dén ndi do ca hbc miét, nhung nét mit ¢6 phin Ik mo, Kién Phi than nhién cong
khée miéng, sac niit thoai mai.



C6 18 mot ngdy ndo d6, ¢6 s& kién dinh néi v6i hai co: “Té 1a Vién Thé Phén, xin Ii, t6 vin con song.”
Nhung ¢ biét, khong phéi i hom nay.

Sang thir hai, Thé Phin nhin duoc email bi mat giri vao hop thu trong cong ty, ¢d nhdp chudt “M& ra”, nhung né lai nhay ra mot khung ddi thoai nhap
it .

Negay lic c6 ngd nging, dién thoai trén ban bdng nhién vang lén.

“A16,” Carol ha giong n6i, “Nhén dugc chua?”’

“Nhan duoc roi. ..” C6 chan chir vai gidy moi tra 1o

“Mat mi la 123456.”

C6 nhap mat ma, email md ra, bén trong chi co mdt tAm &nh 16 md, 1B mot d6i nam nit 6m nhau dua lung vé phia 6ng kinh.
“Day I tuyét nmat,” Carol thip giong ndi, “Chi c6 rat it ngudi trong cong ty méi xem durgc.”

“0...” Nhung 6 khong 16 céi ndy co nghiia gi.

“Nay, ¢6 khong cam thiy bon ho dang kiss sao? That dang tiéc, khong nhin thiy khudn niit ciia ¢6 gai kia.”

C6 nhin k§ tam anh, mudn n6i khong nhimg khong nhin thiy it thoi dau! Boi vind thit sur rat mo, chi ¢ thé Fing méng nhin ra hinh déng hai diu nguoi
chong Ién nhau, khong thé nao nhin thay mit, cling khong thé noi chinh xac bon ho dang lam gi.

“Céi ndy. . .rét kho n6i...” C6 nhin bong hung kia, cam thy rat quen mt.

“Nhung cho dui 1 6m thi ciing | mdt tin tire vO cing Iy thil dy. ..”

“Taisao?”

“Trdi oil” Carol gin nhu mudn hét 1én, “Téi chura bao i thiy anh ta cuoi thin mat véi bt ¢t phy nit nao!”
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“Nhung ma phai nit trong cong ty lai vira yéu vira han anh ta.”

“Vira yéu vira han?”

“Diing vay! Toi nghi néu ngudi dan 6ng ndo ¢6 thé khoi mio ham mudn chinh phyc ctia phu i, thé thi qua that c6 thé khién phu nit “vira yéu vira han’,
thm chi con phat dién.”

“.,.” Co mitit gii dAu, c6 phan khong hiéu.

“Cb dimg n6i cho t6i biét co khong c6 himg thi!”

“Khoan d,” ¢6 nhin tAm anh trén mén hinh may tinh, “C6 ¢6 thé n6i trrde cho t6i biét khong, ngudi trong anh 1 ai ha?”

Vién To Van do!”

“O —— Carol nhu I tht sy mu6n phat dién, “Nhin bong hrng 1 biét roi

“Ah!” C6 cam thiy dau minh quay vong vong vai gidy, 1di m6i dan d?{n khoi phuc lai, ¢6 nhin k§ tim anh, bén chan Vién TS Van c6 mdt chiée va ly, d6
chac 1a homanh di cong tac v€, khi hai nguréi cii nhau ¢ goc duong roi hoa thuan da bi chup duoc. ..

“Dau gi ¢6 ciing lam thur ky ctia anh ta nira nam roi déy!”

“..” C6 nguong nging cudi vai tiéng, xem nhur tra 1o,
“T6i bdng nhién c6 cam giac “dan gay tai trau’.”

«.. Xin I6i.”

“Puoc 1di, t6i biét ¢b rat dimg din, khong c6 himg vai tin don, 1an sau khong giri cho c6 nira.”

[T3E 1]

“Clip may day!” No6i xong dau dy bén kia dut khoat cip may.



C6 budng dng nghe xudng, sd miii, bdng nhién c6 cam giac s viée rat kho giai quyét, vi thé 6 lai goi dién cho Vién TS Van.

“Al6?”

“Anh biét khong,” c6 ¢ tinh ra vé gip nguy, “C6 ngudi chup anh ching ta dang 6m nhau diy!”

Anh im ing vai gidy, binh tinh tra 10 “A, thi thé nao?”

«. Khong thé nao ca,” ching biét tai sao, c6 khong bit ngd v6i phan tmg ctia anh, “May ma tAm anh rat md, khong ai biét ¢ gai anh 6m 1 ai?”

“Biét r6i thi sao chi?”

“Khong co gi...”

CQ von dinh ndi, bi npi nguoi biét khong t6t im, hodic ’]é. tat ¢o ap Iyc, nhung c6 nhay cdm phat hién giong n6i ctia Vién Té Van & dau day bér} kia C(')‘
phan khong vui, vi thé co voi stra lai: “Em chi la cam thay phai gidi thich voi moi ngurdi chung ta quen nhau Kic nao hay [a may cau hoi linh tinh, rat I3 phien
phuc...”

... Thé thi khong can giai thich!”” Khau khi ctia anh diu di mot i, “Biét thi biét thoi.”

“0...” C6 bdng nhién ciiing c6 cam giac “dan gay tai triu’”.

“Nay,” am thanh ctia anh tré nén diu dang, “Pém nay dimg vé nha, & lai chd anh nhé!”

“Um. . .em phai thurong lrong v6i me mit chut.”

“Anh nhd ngurdi ta mang vé mot chai nrou d6 ngon Bm!” Giong anh ddy quyén ril

“Thé a...” Cb hoi dong long,

Vién T6 Van,” dau day bén kia bdng truyén dén tiéng ctia Shelly, “Murdi gior hop, khéch da t6i roi.”

... T6i da ndi nhiéu lan rdi m,” anh nghién ring nghién loi nhung danh chiu, “Trude khi vao xin chi gb cira dim.”

“0...” lAn nay Shelly khong phén bac anh, ma rt hop tic déng cira lai, mdt gidy sau lién vang én tiéng 5 cira lanh lanh, trude khi anh con chura kip ndi
“Moi vao”, chi ta cling 33 md ctra di vao, lap lai 101 n6i ban ny.

“_. Puo, t6i biét oL Vién T6 Vén thit bai guc dau xudng

Thé Phan dé khoc dé cudi, nhung cam thiy “mo it niy rat dang yéu, noi khong chimg c6 mdt ngy. . .co s& goi chi ta nhur vdy.

Sang thir sau, lic co dang li xe thi trong xe phét ra tiét muc ctia Thur Lo.

“Hom nay thoi tiét tai New York rét t&, nging dau lén chi nhin thay bau troi dmu, diéu nay khién t6i khong khoi nhé tdi hoat dong ky niém *9.11” cta hai
nam trude, ngay do, Jan dAu tién t6i biét dugc hoa ra trong tran tai nan ndy c6 mot ngudi ban da qua doi, lic a 4y t0i cam thiy ngdy nging, tra nhu troi dat
quay cuong May nidm nay, toi ¢6 thoi gian 1 nhé t61 nguoi ban nay, t6i mu6n hoi co dy & trén thién duong c6 khoe khong? C6 I ¢6 ay khong thé tra 1oi
van dé nay, nhung khong sao, tit ca nhitng ngudi twong niém ¢d Ay s& méi méi ghi nh co Ay, gidng nhur 1 ¢ dy chura timg ra di.

T6i nghi, moi nguoi van dang sinh sng tai mdi ngd ngéch trén hanh tinh ny khong hé ling quén nhimg nguoi da mit, ciing khong thé nao quén duge moi
thir ma ho d& mang dén cho thé giéi ndy —— nhur vy 1a da roi

Hay cing ling nghe mdt ca khiic, You are not alone ctia Michael Jackson. ..”
Thé Phan dimg trude cira sb kinh trong van phong, nhin dong xe hdi ha bén dudi, khong thé dé nén ma nhé dén Thé Van.
Thé Van, emkhoe khong? C6 nhd chi mit chit nao khong?

Ca Théng séu trii qua trong tiéng On 4o, in dau tién Thé Phan cam thiy, c6 khong rdi khoi Thé Van, ngurge lai cang gin chéit vi em géi hon, twa nihu
lan dau gap Tudng Bach Ligt, anh ta da ndi: ¢ trong co thé ¢6 c6 mdt ngudi nhd bé khac.
C6 nhd t6i ngudi ban bac sid New York xa x0i, ¢d da tirng chd doi anh ta thure hién 101 hira trd lai Thuong Hai, nhung hién gio ¢6 lai cam théy su cho

doinay d?ll’l dan tan bién khoi day long ¢6. Boi vi mbi ngudi déu co quyén hra chon cude song cta riéng minh, néu anh ta tht sy ra chon & lai New
York, the thi c6 nén chan thanh chuc phiic anh ta —— bdi vi ¢6 da nhan duoc rat nhi€u khoan dung va khich I¢ tir anh ta.

Song, vao mot budi trua Thang by oi & sau tran mura to, ¢d lai nhin dugc cu dién thoai dﬁy bét ngo, 1a Tuong Bach Liét goi toi.



“Hom qua t61 da trd lai Thuong Hai.” Am thanh ciia anh ta nghe ra hoi ué oai, hinh nhu ngi khong du.
“Anh that sur v& r6i?!”

“Um, trude hét t6i mubn n6i voi co, ‘Big Surprise’ ciia toi qua thre nhan duogc hiéu qua khong ngd. ..
“La g

“Tét c4 ngudi nha ctia t6i déu ra ngoai di nghi, t6i khong c6 chia khoa, phai ¢ khach san mot tuan. . .”
“_..” Liic 4y c6 da ndi s& c6 chuyén khong tot xay ra nhi?
“Thé thi cudi tun ndy ¢6 c6 mudn dén tai kham khong?”
“Pén, durong nhién dén rdi.”

“Pugc, co gi s€ goicho ¢6.”

Séng thir by, Thé Phan rat than nhién n6i v6i Vién T6 Van minh s& dén chd bac si tim 1Y, hon nita tir chdi khéo ¥ t6t ctia anh mudn dua mih di, Vién
T6 Van hinh nhur ciing khong d¢ trong long, chi 13 dan ¢6 141 xe can than.

Hoc vién y hoc c6 chit ving vé trong dip nghi hé, lic ¢6 tdi cira phong kham thi som hon thoi gian hen mudi lim phit, Tuéng Bach Liét khong 0 day, vi
thé co gil,ra Vao tu‘gng cho doi. Mot lat sau, Tuong Bach Liét méic bd dong phuc bong da gan nhur wét dam xuat hién trirde niit ¢, anh ta tho hon hén,
trong rat co tinh than.

Anh ta iy ra chia khoa mo cira moi ¢d vao, con mtnh thi vao phong sét vach thay db. Thé Phan nhin xung quanh can phong,, gAn gibng nhur mbt ndm
trude khi 6 t6i ddy 1in dAu tién, ching qua cd tinh méit phat hién tim man da thay doi, tir vai cotton méu tring xam doi thanh mau xanh nhat.

“A, ¢b phat hién ra rdi.” Tudng Bach Liét thay quan 40 xong di vao, tir trong tii lanh Iy hai lon bia dt trén ban.
“Ho?”

“Tém nin. La mot hoc mudi nhan lic t6i khong ¢ day ma thay ci m6i.”

“O...”C6 10 ra nu cudi mip mo, khui lon bia uéng mot ngum.

“Pumng diing anh mét d6 nhin t6i, t6i ciing rat bat déc di”” Anh ta chia hai tay ra.

“ft nhét n6 ciing dai dién anh van dugc wa chudng khong phéi sao?”

“0, dlng vay,” anh ta to vé tur giéu, “Niém wui va phirc tap thuong thurong chi cach nhau mot con dudng,”

C6 im kng mdt lic moi n6i: “Béc si, lic dau toi twong ring c6 18 anh. . khong tro lai.”

Anh ta ngdi trén ghé sau ban: “C6 [&, chic 13, da timg, c6 thé timg nghi viy, nhung cudi ciing t6i van tro vé.”
C0 cuoird lén, thi ra nguoi kién dinh nhur anh ta, cling ¢6 Nic khé ma hya chon?

Anh ta mim cudi, dudng nhu biét ¢6 suy nghi gi: “Cudc sdng con nguoi phai trai qua rt nhiéu sur lra chon, thinh thoang ¢ mt s6 chura thé quyét dinh,
ciing ¢ thé hicu duoc.”

“Liic anh khong quyét dinh duoc thi im thé nao?”
“T6i s& khong ép bude chinh minh Iya chon som, doi dén khi thoi co chin mi, thi s& ¢o nguoi gilp toi Ia chon.”
C6 nghi nghi, n6i: “Nhung ¢6 18 phai dimg thoi gian rit dai.”

“ing vy, ¢6 & thé, nhumg néu c6 con thoi gian, t0t nhéit by suy nghi k¥ cang, dimg d& dang dua ra quyét dinh. Toi ludn dé cao niém tin nay, tha ring
lang lang chd doi con hon quyét dinh voi vang,”

“N6i vdy, anh d mdt nguoi rét bi dong roi.”
“Tra 101 dtng roil”
“Nhung t6i thiy anh kién dinh nhur vay.”

Anh ta khong to 13 y kién cudi cudi: “Kién dinh va bi dong khong nhét thiét c6 lién quan, hon nira lic & cung c6, t6i phai khién minh tré nén kién dinh,



boi vi ¢ 1 bénh nhén ctia t6i, néu t6i khong kién dinh, ¢6 s& khong thé tim durge phwong huéng ctia chinh minh.”
“A...camon.”

“Thé ndo, It t6i khong & day, ¢o on chir?”

C6 nghi nghi, sau d6 gat dau mot cach kién quyét.

“Vay thi tdt, t6i n6i rdi, ¢d can da vao chinh minh.”

C0 ke lai mdt s vige da xéy ra khi anh ta o di, lic n6i c6 luon turoi cudi, twa nhur minh da tréi qua mot Bn rira 0. Thoi gian trdi qua rét nhanh, truée
khi di Tudng Bach Li¢t lay ra mdt cai tii do that to dua cho co.

“Qua sao?”
“Um,” anh ta git dAu, “Con c6 birc thu mi nguoi ban kia ctia ¢6 nhé t6i chuyén cho ¢.”

“Thach Thy Than?” C6 ngo ngéc nhin cai tii, lic Tudng Bach Liét di New York, ¢6 nhd anh ta dem birc thur ma Thach Thy Than giri cho Thé Van tra
lai anh ta.

“A, anh ta con mdi toi an bira com, do anh ta néu déy.”

“Anh dy biét ndu com?” C6 cam thiy kinh ngac.

Tuodng Bach Ligt gt dau: “Hon nira mii vi ciing rét ngon dan 6ng c6 doi khi khong don gian nhu trong tuong tuong cua cac c6 dau.”

C6 cudikhd dimg ddy, cam tii xach, chuin bi di.

“Thé Phén,” Tudng Bach Liét ngdi trén ghé sau ban, anh ta goi ¢ lai: “Con nhd ¢6 timg ndi véi toi, rat cam on toi da cho ¢ khich Ié va gitip do khong?”
“Um...”

“Ky that, t6i ciing mubn noi thé voi ¢6.”

“Huh?”

Anh ta cyp mét xudng, trén mit B nu cuoi diu dang: “Toi ciing mudn cam on ¢d, tir ¢6 t6i nhin thiy mdt loai diing khi —— khi phét hién sai lAm ctia minh

da diing cam dé thay doi diéu d6 cho toi biét, bét ctr lic ndo khi phat hién ban than sai im, phai stra lai dimng dé qua muon. Cho nén. . .co ciing da
day toi rat nhicu diéu, camon.”

C5 nhin anh ta, doan ring chuyén di New York lin ndy c6 1& d4 xdy ra chuyén gi rat c6 y nghia, nhung c6 khong hoi, chi cudi noi: “Khéng can khach
sdo, t0i cling vay.”

“Conntra...”

“Hom?”

“Lan du ¢6 t6i co hoi toi: sau khi con nguoi chét rdi moi thir con co thé tiép tuc khong?”

“Um...”

“T6i nghi 14 ¢6,” Tuong Bach Liét diu dang n6i, “O ngay trong long ching ta.”

C6 chot nhin thdy Thé Vén dtmg bén canh anh ta, d6i mét mim cudi gt dau, vi thé. . .co ciing nhoén miéng cuoi.

Lic v& dén nha, me d ra ngodi mua d6 an, Thé Phén ngdi trre ban trong phong minh, ¢6 mo ra i tii do m Tuong Béch Liét dua cho minh. Bén
trong ¢c6 mot hop gidy mau do, cting vai mdt birc thur.

C6 xé hop gidy ra, bén trong dyng mot khung hinh bang thiy tinh, nit sau ctia khung hinh 1 nét chit xinh dep ctia Tudng Bach Liét: mdi khung hinh déu
mang theo mdt hoi e tot dep.

C6 dung khung hinh Ién, dat trén goc ban, miic di bén trong con chra c6 anh, nhung ciing da goi 1én dit loai hdi tre tt dep ciia co.
Co ngongémﬂqhqu)t lic mdi swe nhé ra bue thu ctia Thach Thy Thin, vi thé tay ¢ hoi run cﬁmléyné, nghi mot chit rdi mo ra.
Nay, cau khoe khong?

Ny hom qua nhan dugc thur ctia cau nhd ban giri giip, t6 hoi kinh ngac, budi toi suy nghi tht I, van quyét dinh viét mdt bure thu cho cau.



Cudc sbng ciia t6 tai New York ciiing khong thuin budm xudi gié, cau nén biét ring mot ngudi gin 30 tudi m6i nghi t61 du hoc thi s& gip rit nhiéu kho
khan. Vi dy nhu ngdn ngir, thoi quen sinh hoat, khong hop v6i ban hoc nho hon t¢ 10 tu6i, con ¢6 noi nhé qué nha. .. Nhung dudi ddy long, t6 ai cam
thay hanh phtic, du sao t& dang lam chuyén t& muon lam

Ky that, e hoi cdu ¢ mudn di cling t6 khong, t& biét cau s& khong di. Boi vi cau khong yéu t6.

Sao céu lai yéu mdt ngudi dan 6ng yéu em gai cau chir?

Dumg ngac nhién, tir mdt ndm trurde khi cu dimg trude mit t& 1in dau tién, t& da biét cau khong phai Thé Van.

Néu la Thé Van, ¢6 dy khong thé khong cho t6 mdt cau tra 1oi mi mot minh bo di xa, s& khong chi thinh thoang goi dién va giri email dé noi vi t6 vé tinh
hinh trong nhitng nm do, khi nhin t6 cling khong ¢6 dy ndy va kho m6 loi. Nhimng nam do 6 lu6n hoi chinh minh, rot cude la sai cho nao, ban dau té cho
rang Ia vi tinh y&u ctia bon t¢ cach xa ngan dam, nhung vao khoanh khac kia t& bong nhién hi€u dugc, thi ra nguoi t6 yéu da roi khoi tir lau.

To khong biét rot cude da xay ra chuyén g, t& doan hai ngudi hoan doi than phan, céu dong gia o 4y that sy rat giéng, suyt nira da lira gat t6, thé nhung
hai c4u van 14 hai nguoi khac nhau, mic du khudn mét tuong tw, nhung anh it khong giong chit nao. Trong it cau luén €6 mdt ngon lira, cho du dau
kho va 4y ndy viy quanh cu, ngon lira nay khong hé dap tat, na trong mit ¢6 4y chinh 2 mdt ménh yén finh—— t6 nghi, vé diémnay, Vién T Van
ciing phat hién ra phai khong?

T da kho tranh khoi tri qua nhimg ngay Thang dau khé déu tranh, khong ai chap nhén duoc sy that ngudi minh yéu da roi khoi thé gioi ndy, t& dién
cudng lam viéc, say ruou, mudn thuyét phuc chinh minh coi cau ki ¢6 4y, theo dudi cau, co duge cau co I8 t¢ that su coi cau Ia co ay.

Nhung t& khong thé, thét sur khong thé. Ly Nhuoe Ngu n6i vdi t6, yéu mdt nguoi la cam gidc rat ky diéu, c6 1§ ¢ trong dau cau ngudi d6 khong con,
nhung cau ¢ chép yéu, thim chi 6 trong dAu cling ngudi d6 song hét quéng doi con lai. T& nght t& con chura hoan toan hiéu dugc tr twong cia c6 ay
ctng voi y tir mi ¢0 ay mudn bay t, nhung t6 khong c6 céch nao thuyét phuc minh di yeu cau, boi vi trong dAu t6, nguoi t& yéu 1 Thé Van. Té khong
thé cham vao cu trong hién thire, nhung 6 trong dau lai song hét quing doi con lai véi ¢6 Ay. . . Té khong thé am nhu vay.

Hon nita, tir trong it cAu, t6 ciing thiy duoc ndi dau khd va su du tranh, ¢6 I& cdu cho rang ndi sy thit vi t6 thi s& khién t& dau kho, tha rang dé
minh im “Thé Van "’ tr6 thanh mOt ngudi phy long, nhur vy t¢ s& quén cd ay, di tim hanh phiic cta chinh minh —— cho nén cau trd lai t¢ birc thu t6 da
giri cho Thé Van —— néu cau tht su nghii vy, t6 chi ¢6 thé noi, cam on y t6t ctia cau, nhung t6 khong thé nhan.

Dung vy, sur ra di ctia Thé Van c6 1§ s& khién t6 dau kho, nhung n6 khong mang di tinh yéu cta bon t6, néu co Ay c6 thé hra chon, t6 tin ring ¢d Ay s&
nhd cau ndi sy tht cho t& biét, hon nita khich Ié t6 thoat khoi khon dén, day 1én hy vong ddi véi cude sdng 1an niva. Ma mot “Thé Van phu long”, s& chi
khién t6 nghi ngd tinh yéu 1 gi, trén thé gidi nyy con ¢6 tinh yéu chn chinh sao?

Té khong n6i sy Ira chon ciia c4u 1 dung hay sai, t& chi ¢6 thé ndi rang, néu I t, t tha ring 1 cai trude.

Nhung t6 khong thé trach cir ciu, boi vi cdu la chi cta Thé Van, 1 nguoi thdn quan trong nhit ciia ¢6 Ay, ki nguoi di cung ¢o dyca doi. Tur trude kia rt
lau, c6 ay da ké cho td rat nhicu chuyén ctia hai nguoi, vi du nhu tinh cach ctia hai cau hoan toan tirong phan, nhung c6 ay cang néi nhi€u hon vé sy an'y
dac biét gitra hai cau.

Té khong biét trude tai hoa dang so kia hai nguoi da xay ra chuyén gi, nhung t6 Vlet bire thu nay con ¢6 mot myc dich khdc, t& mubn 161 v6i cau mot
chuyén: sau khi nhan dugc birc thu t6 tinh ciia t6, Thé Vén timg giip mit t6, co Ay nbi véi t6, tat ca van dé doi sau khi “Thé Phan” trd vé thi s& tra 10i to.

T6 van con nhd, khi & hoi co dy vi sa0, €0 dy dung giong diéu binh tinh n6i: “C6 I khong ai biét, sw coi mo va lac quan cua Thé Phan, ctng voi tinh than
diing cam d01 mit khé khin cta chi dy, khong biét ching da cho t6 bao nhiéu diing khi va sirc manh. T6 nhan duoc rét nhidu tir chia ay, nhung t& chura
timg vi chi y im duoc gi ca, lic ndy, t6 mudn immot chuyén cho chi 4y, c6 18 t6 1 nguoi duy nhét ¢6 thé am viée nay cho chi dy.”

Doi khi, t& that sy cam nhan dwoc Thé Véan ¢ trong mét cau, ¢6 I noi khong chirng, néu nguoi 6 lai la Thé Van, nhiing gi cdu da tri qua ciing € 1a
nhitng gi c6 Ay trai qua. Biét du, t6 ¢6 thé nhin thiy cu qua co Ay, mdt cd gai diém finh mang theo dau budn, luén md to hai mit nhin thé gii nay,
nhung khong thé thay d6i durge gi—— tham chi c6 mdt 1an t& khong phén biét 16 rang, minh nhin thdy Thé Phén mang theo hinh bong Thé Van, hay 1
Thé Vén hoan toan do Thé Phin tao ra—— nhung cudi ciing cau khong phéi ¢6 4y, cau ciing khong can phéi i 6 y.

Sang nay, trong tiém tap hoa dudi iu nha tro ctia t6 lai trong thiy nhimng tréi dira rét to, trén d6 c6 dan nhén hiéu bang t1eng Trung, gidng nhu nhitng loai
dira ban ¢ quan nho ven dudng tai Hai Nam, got v0 so qua, 0 thé cam dng hut vao la uong nuée dira ngay. TG that sy mubn cam than thé giéi ndy rat

nho, mgl mot ngay déu khién t6 bt ngo, cho nén Thé Phén, hy vong Jan sau t6 trd v&, ¢6 thé nhin thay mdt Thé Phan hanh phiic c¢di md nhur trong ky (rc
cua Thé Van.

Sau cing, néu cau con nhé ngurdi ban & phurong xa ndy, 1an sau nhd ngudi ta dem thir gi d6 ¢6 “gid tri ky niém”, vi du nhur banh bao thit cua hodc I thit
x0ng khoi Kim Hoa, vén van. .. Nhu vay t6 s€ cang vui vé hon.

Viy théi, chuc binh an.
Thach Thu Thin

2008. 6. 20
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Mot budi t6i ciia Théng chin, Vién T6 Van di cong tic tro v&, khi vé dén nha, anh phat hién can phong t 61 den finh king, anh dt hanh Iy xudng, di dén
ban cong, chim mjt diéu thudc dé hit, khi sip hit xong, anh By ra di dong ndm trong tii, 4n nitt goi, tiéng chdy méy that lau, ngay lic anh dinh ctp may,
lai bdng nhién két nbi.

“Al6?”

Anh nghe dugc giong c6 trong tiéng ho hét va on a0, anh khong khoi nhiu miy, c6 vé khong vui: “Em & dau?”

“A, emsip vé day.”

“Sau khi‘xuf')ng méy bay anh d goi cho em rat nhiéu lan, nhung ching ¢6 ai bt miy.” Anh khéng muén minh t6 ra khé chiu rd rang nhu vy, nhung lai
chang kiém nén dugce giong diéu ctia minh.

“A, di dong dat trong tti xach, ¢6 & khong nghe dugc.”

Anh phat ra tiéng nha khoi mt kién nhin, dé nén con gin hoi tiép: “Em & cing ai?”

“Bon....Tir Mac.”

“Bon?”

“Um, con c6 Hang Tur. . .cling v6i anh trai Hang Tu.”

“Anh trai Hang Tu?!” Giong anh Kp ttc trd nén day uy hiép.

“Um...” Tiéng ¢6 khong 1o rang, khién ngudi ta cam thiy phién long,

“O dau? Anh di d6nem”

“Khong can! Emda di ra rdi, biy gios dang trén duong téi bai dd xe.”

“Puoc oi...”

Nira tiéng sau, khi Thé Phan mo ctra phong, ¢6 nhin thay mdt khuon niit kho chiu, anh khoanh tay, khé nhiu may, anh nit rat sic bén.
“Budi ti dn mi nhé?” C6 ty thay gidy, dem dd an tién duong tré vé mua di vao phong bép, dit trén ban niu an.

Phong bép ctia anh ludn giit gin sach s&, mdt chiéc ban 3n nho bang gd dat sat mot goc tudng, von chi cd mot cai ghé, hién tai lai thém mot cai nira.
“Hom nay emdi lam gi?”” Vién T6 Van ham hye hoi.

“Khong phai ban nity ni rdi sao, & cing Tir Mic, Hang Tyr con ¢6 Hang Phong. ..”

“Sau nay khong durgc phép ra ngoai ciing dan 6ng anh khong quen!” Anh di dén phia sau ¢d, dira vao ti1 lanh, hai tay van khoanh lai, sic mét khong vui
chut nao.

“Anh quen ma!” C6 Hy ndi cho nude vao rdi dun trén bép.

““Y anh 14 anh trai Hang Tur.” Dang vé nhiu may ctia anh, khién ngudi ta cam thiy. . rat goi cam.
“Khong phéi anh ciing biét Hang Phong sa0?”

“Anh khong biét!” Anh trimg nit.

“Sao lai thé. .. Mbi tdi trude khi ngh anh déu phéi doc séch ctia anh Ay na!”

“Anh doc —— Vién T6 Van bdng dung khung lai, chép chop mit, vé miit mi tit, mot it sau anh mdi kinh ngac n6i, “Hang, Hang Phong?! Anh 4y I
anh trai cua Hang Tu?!”

“U.” CH cudi gt dau, qua 1 tiéu thuyét trinh tham gia Hang Phong ma anh siing béi nhét!
“Nhung théng nhoc kia chua bao o n6i véi anh. ..”
“Hang Phong hinh nhur ciiing thé, chira bao ity chi dong néi véi ngudi khéc Hang Ty 1 em trai ctia anh dy.”

Anh ding may phit moi khién minh binh tinh trd lai, méc di rong khi ho hip 6 rang con chua di, nhung van manh miéng ndi: “Cho, cho dii 1a thé, ciiing



khong duoc!”

“Em ndi v6i anh Ay anh 13 fan ctia anh 4y, con ndi lin sau mudn nho anh dy ky tén.”

“Sao em c6 thé ndi nhur vdy. ..” Anh nhur 1 rét o4n gian.

“Thi sao?”

“Phai i “superfan’! Emnén n6i v6i anh Ay anh c6 toan bd sach ctia anh 4y, bat dau tir quyén dau tién.”
“_..” C6 cam thiy néu hién tai dang dong phim hoat hinh, trén tran c6 hin I xuét hién miy duong den moi ding
“P6 I céi gi...” Vien T6 Van bdng nhién ngig thd noi.

“Caigico?”

“Trén ngdn 4p Ut clia em...”

Thé Phén viron tay, nhin chiéc nhin deo vao ngén ap Tt ctia minh, t6 vé than nhién noi: “A, I chiéc nhén anh ding dé cau hon véi em ddy, em tim duoc
trén ban ctia anh.”

Anh nhin c6, qua that 1au moi ding giong diéu tham do héi: “N6 khong phai cd nghia [a em da...”
“...Anh néi cai g thi 1 cai d6.” Sac mit 6 van than nhién, gidng nhw chuyén kia khong hé déng ngac nhién.
Anh hé miéng, trong sic mit ngac nhién mang theo vé kho tin, anh ngo ngan Ry tay chi vio ¢6, néi khéng nén Ioi.

C6 xoay ngwdi, By rau da mua vé dit trong bdn rira, md voi nude, imra vé khong dé y ma bét dau rira rau. Trén khudn mt lai hién 1én nu cudi, d6
nu cuoi diu dang tran day hanh phuic.

Con duong ngoai cira sb rat ving vé, hai hang dén duong dung thing tip tai ven duong, chiéu sang con duong vé nha cho moi nguoi,

C6 cyp it xudng, nhin chiéc nhén trén ngdn tay, céi ndy nhu B mot diu higu —— hofic noi o mot biéu tuong —— dai dién cho mdt i hira hen, hogic
1a trach nhiém. C6 chot nh¢ téi mdt cau trong thu hdi &m ctia Thu Lo:

Pumg quén, niim dudi cling chiéc hop Pandora chira ddy t6i 161, chinh 1 khat khao va hy vong!
-Hét-
Ban dang doc truyén Thdng Tir Va Théng Néim (Thé Thén Ciia Tinh Yéu) dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.
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