Gidi thi¢u Cung Dién

Truyén Cung Pién ctia tc gid Ta Y Ctru [a mdt cau truyén ngbdn tinh b dai.

Hin cha y t6i thai giam kia, trong mot ngy troi trong ning rao, sau gio' ngo.

Hin van nhdn ra hin & gitta dam nguoi. Vi hdn [ thai giam c6 khi phach dan 6ng nhét...
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Chuong 1
Ta cht y t6i thai gidm kia, trong mdt ngiy troi trong néng rao, sau gio' ngo.
Lic do, ta dang phung ménh lam viée.

Tai mdt gbc trong thim cung nay, nhitng ké c6 chit anh it déu biét viée hai vi chi tir Bich Van Cung va Luru Hoa Cung tr¢ mat voi nhau. Thét khong
may trude d6 vai ngay ticu chi ciia Bich Van cung duoc hudng mdt chit an sting, Chui thurong ban thurdng cho tiéu chit Co Huong Chi dac san - mot sot
ca nuoi, khong nhicu khong i, vira van tdm con.

H6m d6 lai nghe duge vi chit tir Luru Hoa Cung kia che miéng cudi néi: “ Vat hiém la nhu thé. Vi ty ty ctia Bich Van Cung nay chéic phai mudi man mot
chit. Tir nay vé sau ba bita com, mdi bita lai mang ra liém mdt chit. Sau niy con c6 cai dé ma tudng niém” Vi nhan dugc c mudi nhung lai khong nd
an kia, nghe xong qua nhién gian dir. Vi the sau g ngo ha 1énh dem ¢4 mudi dén bén canh Luu Hoa Cung phoi néng, dé cho nguoi 6 bén kia cling ngiri
duoc mii ca muoi, dinh chit an dién ctia Thanh Thuong.

C4 mudi ngy ban nay that khong hd 1 dugc ngy ban, vira mo6i phoi trong chéc lat, da thu hat dlﬁy ru61 nhiing bay dén trong pham vi hon muoi trrong,
bay lron xung quanh khong chiu di. Khién vi chii ttr Liru Hoa Cung tir xwra dén nay van luon déc thé khuon mét tron to tirc gidn dén xanh mét, néu nhu
binh thurong thi day c6 1§ 1a chuyén vo ciing thi vi.

Thire dang tiéc, ngudi phai m viée phoi c4 kia lai 1 ta.

Vé sau ta nho i, cudi ciing vin ¢6 thé nhd 1 toan bo chuyén khi do. Lic ta dang buon kho cam chiée quat 1ong g phe phiy dé dudi dam rudi nhéing
kia bay di thi 4nh nang choi chang lim ta cam thiy hoa mét chong mit, phia trurde mit la ho sen dang vu thu hoach, cach do khong xa chi cach mot bire
tudng cung dién, ,cc') mot ti€u cung nit khong biet uu sau Qang chéo thuyén hai sen, tiéng ca tir xa lai gan, 10i lai ttr gan dén xa, hdi tu 6 hai bén 10 tai cua
ta thanh nhiing tiéng ong ong, tat ca nhu thdi thic con budn ngl ctia ta.

Cho dén khi bén tai truyén dén tiéng n6i xa x6i : “ Vi dai ty ndy, c6 thé dem mot chit ca mudi phoi kho qua ddy duge khong?
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Chuong 2

Ta vira nging dau thi :dﬁy Dung Pre dang dtmg cach mot bure tuong, Hin it khong cht thay d6i dang dtmg & bén song cira s khiic hoa hinh ban
nguyét, hai con rudi rat to mau xanh dang bay hrgn xung quanh khu6n miét tuan ti ctia han giong nhur dang na.

Liic 4y ta con chra hiéu duoc con ngudi tén “Dung Dire” nay. Chi mo hd thé}{ duoc nét mit ctia ngudi dang dimg cach bire tuong va cai tran ndi dy

gin xanh cta nguoi d6. Nguoi ndy cd dang vé turong doi phu hop véi khicu thAm niiy cuia ta, tinh than ta bong cam thay dé chiu, tiép tuc nhin k§. Ta chot

tinh tao lai tur hoi ngudi nay 1a ai?

Bai vi hai ngy trurde do, ta vira hét ca truc , khi ta dang trén duong trd vé thi tir trong miéng ctia vai cung nit biét duoc cung dién bén caqh moi t6i mot
€3 “dang vé rat hién ngang * 14 thai gim chuyén lam viée tap dich. Bimg voi ché cudi ching ta, tai thim cung nay, ching ta da nhin quen rat nhiéu thai

gidm c6 dang ve hoac Ia gay iy g0 g0, hoc I ky quai, thich nhugm hong mong tay, so voi Lan Hoa Chi ctia céc thai giamkhdc thi dang vé cao ngt,
it nay tudn my, mdt ¢d hoi tho nam tinh dép vao mét lai xudt hién trén nguoi mdt thai giamnhu ban. . . . . . diing i moi thiy Jin dau.

Ta d6t nhién cam thiy dwoc mit minh dang néng lén.
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Chuyén ndy xay ra thit ding dip, doan thi gian d6 ta vira méi c6 mdt doa hoa dio quén than, déa hoa dao nay chinh 1 dai thai giam Lién Anh cong
cong trong cung Trang phi nurong nuong. Miia dong nam trude, Lien Anh cong cong ¢ trong cung gip phai mjt vu kién cdo, kha la nghéo tling trong mjt
thoi gian. Hén ta thuong ngdy udn c6 thai do nghiét ngdl véi moi ngudi nén nhan duyén khong tdt, dang lic ngheo ting lai b bénh, cling khong c6 nguoi
dé v t6i. Khi héin ta bi mdt ngwdi doat nit vi tri trong doan tity tting, da ngd bénh suyt mét nira caimang Ta thayhandangthuong, tang may thang thudc,
bung mrde cho hén. Sau khi, Lién Anh cong cong thoat ra tir hiém canh khoi phuc lai chire vi, rét cuc ciing nhé ti long tht cia ta, ngoai Ié ban thuéng
cho ta mdt cai an dién, mudn cling ta gop gao thdi com chung,

Cung nir than phan hén mon gidng nhur ta co the ¢ cung dai thai giam bén canh Trang phi nuong nurong, dua theo cach n6i ctia nhing ngudi khac thi
ding 13 do phan md to tién ctia ta huong hoa t6t. Chi 3 Lién Anh cong cong ngan 6t van 6t nhung lai c6 mot chd ¢b quai, d6 1a budi tdi hén ta thich
thoa son mdi, mac yem hong ctia tré con dé di ngu. Ta ty nhan thay ban than la mdt ngudi tinh tinh thanh that. Binh thuong, ta ¢ thé chap nhén an 6n
sOng cling voi ngudi gid mdt chit hay xau mdt chut ciing khong sao, chi co duy nhét chuyén ndy ciia Lién Anh cong cong 14 ta khong chiu dugc.

Sau khi tir chdi khong c6 hiéu qua, ta dau kho suy nghi phirong phap cur tuyét. Réi sau d6 cho ra két uan: hoac 13 ta xudt cung cao dau Bmni ¢0, hoac
1a ta tg timmdt ngu01 26p gao thdi com chung, cat durt y niém ctia Lién Anh cong cong, Xét thiy ta that sw van con luyén tiéc van treong hong trin, danh
phéi tinh toan ché tao ra mot doan nghiét duyén 5t knh hon dé ngin can doan nghiét duyén véi Lién Anh cong cong,

Duéi tién dé da diit ra do, khoang thoi gian nay, ta hé gip duoc thai giamnao ¢6 twéng mao dang hoang, dimg dén mot chit, theo ban néng kho tranh
khoi s€ c6 chut, co chit. . . . . . Khy, y nghi ky quai.
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Chuwong 3

Cach mot bure tudng cung dién, ta phoi ca mudi. Dung Pirc phoi mdt it duoc lidu va sach thude bi ammdc tir mia dong, hai ngudi nhd vay ma quen biét

Dung Bire 18 mdt ngudi cho ta cam gidc rat ky quai. Ngay tir dau, ta da cho ranglnntlnhunhkhongtot Boi vi, khi hdn nhin thiy vé it ung do cua ta,
cudi cing han lai hé Ta ve mat thdi hodc. Mau da ctia hdn rt tréing. Céch song ctra khéc hoa khi d6 ta con phat hién muo6i ngén tay cia han thon dai
tuyét dep, khong giéng nhur 1 ngudi da timg am viée ning, Ma trén ngudi hiin lai ¢6 mot loai khi thé rit diic biét. Lic hén trung ra khudn it den si
trimg mét nhin ta, vo cling c6 khi thé.

Ta cing v6i cung nit Chéu Hoa ciing dura ra két luan: day | ngudi dan 6ng c6 khi phach.

Dua theo tinh tiét phat trién ctia nhitng cau chuyén xura thi 4n trong dAu tién ctia ta voi héin vo cing hong bét, di nhién 1 héin khong thé ¢6 thién cam véi
ta. Nhung mi duyén phén I thr thét ky diéu. Ong troi déu da an bai. Vi thé cudi cling c6 mdt ngdy ndo do, bau trdi dién cudng thdi timg trin timg trin
6 dén. Dung PXrc phoi sach thube bi gié cudn bay tir dAu tirong bén kia dén dAu bén ndy, lién tiép hai ba cudn phach phach roi xudng ao nude nho &
bén nay. Ta théy Dung Birc ¢ twong ngan bén kia nhin cai ao nho nhiu may, khong ndi hai loi mang toi cay gy trac dé vot sach. Trong qué trinh do, ong
troi giéng nhur hiéu duoc suy nghi ménh liét trong long ta. Thay ta dang mudn lam chuyén gi d6 dé ly long vi thai giam dep trai c6 khi phach dan 6ng nhat
ndy, nén bum mot tiéng, ta rit khong can than ma rét xudng ao.

Hau qué ctia viée ndy | ta bi cAp trén nghiém khiic rin day mot tran. That khong ngd ding lic ndy lai gip ngdy néng thang nam khién ta bi cam lanh phat
sot. Pém do, ta s6t cao nén c6 chit mo hd, cam thdy Chau Hoa in mod di vao dit trong long ban tay ta mot vat, hinh nhur d6 1 mdt cai binh thude. Khi
do, ta gitra lic mo hd van con gitr duoc mot chit canh gidc.

Sau do, chuyén ctia ta voi Lién Anh cng cong c6 mdt vai tin tirc bj don thdi ra ngoai. Ta & Bich Van Cung gip phai tinh hudng ndy lai thdy c6 mdt chut
t6t dep. Ta nghe dwoc mdt vai 1i dn dai ndi réng hai vi tiéu chii ctia Bich Van Cung va Luru Hoa Cung déu 14 nguoi & dudi trurdng ciia Trang phi nrong
nuong, tring hop hai nguoi d6 d&u c6 chit Iong da, khong phéi cam tam tinh nguyén quy phuc. May ngay nay, Bich Van Cung cing Luru Hoa Cung cang
lic cang dwoc huong nhidu An sing, so voi Trang phi nrong nurong thi dia vi ¢6 xu thé gan ngang nhau. Chuyén tranh thi tinh cam trong hu cung nay rat

kho bao toan, khong ai i biét duoc ngay sau do co ’the la mura mAu gi6 tanh, dang ¢ thoi diém nhur thé ndy, cang can phai phan rd gii tuyén, bo bo gir
minh, d¢€ tranh khéi viée roi vao hoan canh van kiép bat phuc. (1)

Vi Lién Anh cong cong kia dura t6i d6 vét niy no, bat luan i nhur thé nao ciing khong thé tiép tuc nhan.
Lai nghe Chau Hoa hi hi ghé sat vao ta bén tai noi: “Doéan sai rdi ! | ngudi d6 dua t6i?”
La Dung buc.

Ta lc nay thiy that bt ngd, kich dong mot phen. Bémdo, ta st cao toan than toat ra ddy md hoi, ngiy hom sau da khoe lai. Trong long vui ve phin
chin tiép tyc nhan nhiém vu phoi ¢ mudi, con ¢ chit xic dong phai ching kéo dai thoi gian phoi ca mudi thit lau moi tot.

Thé nhung nghy d6 & tudng ngin ta lai khong nhin thiy Dung irc.
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(1) - mudn doi mudn kiép khong tro lai durgc.
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Chuong 4
Sau d6, nghe n6i vi chi1 tir ctia Bich Van Cung ctia chiing ta cting véi Trang phi mrong nirong ¢6 mot chit va cham nho nhé.

Mau thudn bét ngudn tir mjt dém Thanh Thurong ban thudng yén tiéc dic biét. Tiéu chii cta Bich Van Cung da miia mot diéu mia vo cing doc ddo.
Thanh Thurong vui mirng hon ho, ngoai I ban thudéng cho tiéu chi duoc ngdi sét bén canh, con ban mbt dia mirt Huong Son ma Trang phi nrong nurong
thich nhét cho nang, Nighe néi vé miit Trang phi nurong nuong lic a 4y con c6 chit bién sic . Cach mdt ngiy, hai nguoi & dinh nghi mat trong ngw hoa vién
khong ai chiu nhuong nhin ai, Bich Van Cung méy ngy gan day duoc hudng nhiéu an sting, khé tranh khoi thai do ¢6 chut kiéu cang Trang phi nrong
nuong gién dir, 1ap tire huong tiéu chi1 Bich Van Cung 13p quy cu, dé cho ning ¢ dtmg dudi anh it troi khoang hai canh gio, khién nang bi phoi néing
dén ngét xiu. Nghe noi tiéu chi sau khi tré v& vo cling tirc gian, ngay ca cung nir tim phiic nhat 1 Nhur ¢6 nuong ciing bi danh sung ca mit.

Ma ta thét su ciing gip chit ric rdi, ngay Ay Iic tin don nay vira phat ra, Lién Anh cong cong lai ¢ tinh sai tiéu thai giam thudc ha t6i cira tim ta, khong
may bi Nhu ¢6 nuong khuon niit sung phu bt gip. Nang trong long tran ddy y mudn thiy nguoi gip van xui, im sao ¢6 thé budng tha cho ta. Tiéu thai
giam vira di lién hung 4c trimg phat ta, cudi ciing phan cong cho ta cong viéc mi ngudi ¢ trong cung rat chan ghét 13 nhiém vu dao thiing phan ban
démcho ta.(1)

Ta ngoai viéc 4m thAm cu nguyén cac vi chil tir, c6 nrong mot dam ngudi than thé béo khoe, dimg an quéa no dén mirc khong con cach nao khac phai
cho ra ngoai.

Duréi tinh hubng ny, ta ngiu nhién lai gap duoc Dung Prre. Khién ngudi ta d6 ky 1a hai ngiy khong nhin thiy, hén lai c6 thé thing quan .
Thai giam tong quan ctia dao da huong (2). . . . . .

Ta vinh vién ciing quén khong duoc. Liic y, ta ding chiéc khan nhd bit chéit miii dén khong thé thé ndi, lic giao chia khéa vé méit budn rudi rugi, thinh
linh trong bong dém truyén dén giong n6i 6n hoa : “ Ngay mai con dén mudn nhur vy, ban dai nhan s€ dé cho ngudi trong thing dung phan ca mot dém.”
Giong ndi ndy tran ngdp khi phachdanong, . . . . .

Ta d6t nhién ngAng dAu, thdy mdt ngudi cao gly dang mét moi tura vao céi ghé, ciing dimg khan bit kin mii, vé mét thdi hodc quen thude . . . . . .

Ta Fp bép n6i: “ Ngwoi, nguoi tai sao lai ¢ trong ndy.”

Héin duong nhur rét stmg sot, nheo lai méit nhin phia truée, mot lic lu sau moi gidt minh, ngon tay mang theo vé nha nhéin g8 mdt céi cuoi néi: “ Hoa ra |
nguoi phoi ca mudikia. . . . . .

Cai bong cua ngon den chiéu nén khudn miit hin, Khién mit hin trong giéng nhu bi tach lam d6i, nhung lai Kkhién cho vé turoi cudi trén khudn miit kia co
chitt ta khi.

Ta chén tay lubng cubng, cam gidc mit minh lai dang d6 én, ngbc nghéch noi: “Ta goi la A Bich, Dung, Dung Prrc.” No6i xong cai tran khé nhin lai mdt
cai

» Ton ti khéc biét, tir nay vé sau, nguoi nén goi ta 1 dai nhan! “ Hin noi.

(Dva(2):Thoi ¢ dai, khong c6 hé thong nha vé sinh va hé thong xa nurée tir dong cho thing phan (con goi la nha vé sinh), sau khi day can phai
duoc ]ay ra. Vivay, s€ co mit nguoi nao do ¢ gitra dém, IIDI khi cira phan déng cira, dén cira trong ctia mbi nha vé sinh Ay phan ra, d4o da hurong lién
quan dén viéc dao ngwoc phan, 1 mdt ngdn ngit vin minh ¢b dai.
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Giong ndi clia héin mang theo mot loai dac thiy, ¢6 chit hwrong vi i biéng nhac, giong nhur ci ngay nang git ndo do sau gio' ngo, gio thoi lam chuyén dong
guong nurde, chau bang dudi méi hién toa ra hoi mat, trén chleu trdc vi chi nhan dang biéng nhac nam ¢ do, cudi xAu xa g mot chiéc gidy ném vé phia
mdt con ché dang ngira bung nd dua, tir chi d4 loan vao miy cay hoa nho, nghe thiy bup mdt c4i rat nhe nhang,

Ta bj Am diéu ctia tiéng cudi kia khién cho mé mudi dénh mét cé hon phéch, quén ca viéc minh mudn di dén day dé tranh luan véi hén vé viée lan truée
han da néi sai, suy nghi c¢6 & d6 chi 1a nham lan, tai tang tang 6p 16p thAm cung nay, chi s¢ ngay ca ngu tién dai cong cong gia nhat cling khdng c6 tu
cach dam ty cho minh 1 “Ban dai nhan”, Dung Ptrc dinh 1a ndi sai .

Lan gp lai nty da khich & ta rat Ion. Trudc o, ta d6i véi viée tim nguoi gdp gao thoi com chung the ra chi i théi dg lam cho ¢6 I, thm chi cam thy
cho du I thai giam hay cung ni, tir than thé, dén than phén lic bat dau, da xem nhur | ngudi nira tan phé, lai muon giong nhiing cap vo chong binh
thuong két thanh mdt d6i, khdng khoi buon cudi. Nhung néu nguoi kia 1a Dung Puac. . . . .. Loai gia thiét nay khien cho ngudi ta vo ciing dong tim.
Nhan tién c6 mit phﬁn dong tam nay, Kkhién cho ta khong thé Iui bude duoc, cim dAu chui vao vuon hoa dao ngdn cach & tan trén nii cao kia.

Ta bt dau thrdng xuyén quanh quan & cting mdt chd VO’l Dung Drrc. Ta s& ¢ tinh tir tir da sat vao bui hoa, hodc chan tuong, nhon chin nhin xung
quanh. Ngay mia he ¢6 tleng ve kéu am, ta tai noi c6 tiéng kéu vang vang vo ciing, quén hét tat ca, di tim kiém mot bong dang, nhung c6 d6i khi lai
phang phat glong nhu ¢ thé ngay Iap tirc nhin thdy Dung Dirc dang chay ra tir giita viron thurong uyén thanh u, trong chop mit tit ca moi thir nhu hoa
thanh mot thé gii anh sang di dong, ca dét troi nhur chi con lai mdt bong déng 13 rang kia.

Ta thu thap timg chit viéc It vt vé Dung birc. Ta dé y thay, Dung Dirc thét sy la mot ngwoi co cht ki tinh. Hin s& dung hroc chai mai toc dai rit can
thén ti mi, dem mil 4o stra sang lai ngay ngan, chiéc ban & trude it hén khong dugc phiém mot hat bui, mrde tra da dé trong mot khic s khong udng,
mdi Jin déu sir dung mot cai khan tay khong phai la cing mot loai, hén e nhan 1bi s& doc sach, lic thi doc Sting Minh huyén chi, lic lai doc Tén An liét
truyén. Khi han suy nghi ¢6 chit ué oai s€ ding khop xwong 6 ngdn tr nhe nhang 0 1én mat, tinh hinh dac biét nhu I ay, hén & thich chi tréu gheo v6i
nguoi khac, néu e d6 tam tinh vo cling tot, s& vui vé cudi ché nhao.

Ctr nhur thé méy ngay, khi ta lai mot Jin nira gia v& dén dén chd hén lam viée quiy nhidu, da b goi lai.

Vé mit ciia Dung Dirc thoat nhin vo cing gidng nhu 6m céy doi thd, ding cay quat chi chi vao trong phong ngim hoi ta dang lam cai gi.

Ta x4u hd n6i: “ Ta! ta dé lai mdt chit d6 vat ndy no.”

Hin 6m mot canh tay, cuc ky khong khach khi néi: “ Nguoi dem dd vat ndy no dé lai ¢ trén ban ctia ban dai nhan lam cai gi?”

Ta ra stc van xodn mit gdc a0 nhin hin, tu nhién sinh ra cam gidc u oan. Néi nhu vay thi Dung Dirc da hiéu duge y tir ctia ta nhung da mt hén lai bt
dau dat dat noi :

» No6i nhur vdy, tai thom ngy hom qua, birc thir ctia ngy hom trude, con ca vong hoa to voi nam méu do tham ctia ngay hom trude nita, déu i do
nguoi dat & d6?”

Ta nh6 giong ndi : “D6 a cay cAm churéng.”

Hén nhén tran n6i : “ Nguoi thinh thoang con cam theo cai bo Ién it bam dudi phia sau ban dai nhan.”

U'! Ta thira nhdn canh trong kia qua that c6 chit bat nhd. So dita co hanhvibét nha nhu Vaydonthuén 1 vi mudn che dau, hon nita ta cam thiy can
phéi cuong diéu mot chit : tuy rang ta ca ngiy bam theo Dung Birc nhung | toi thleuthl ta van c6 chit hanh vi thuong ngay. Ta néi: ““ Hién tai, ta da lam
xong viée, ta s& khong lam chuyén xing bay, hon nita ta ciing s& khong qudy riy dén ngwoi nita, Dung Puc.”

Dung e thé dai tht siu, nging dau nhin troi n6i : “S& khong lim chuyén xing bay, nguoi chéic chéin sao? Vay thi ngiy hém qua 1 ai theo dudi vao ca
vao nha v¢ sinh, lién lyy ban dai nhan khong dam dai tién chir. . . . . . ”” Mt ctia ta d6 Iung Ién, that nuon chui dau xudng dat, cam giac tam mat han
duong nhu dang dirng & trén dinh dau cla ta, giong noi tram sau t0i tim néi: “ Nguoi lai thich ta dén vay u.
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Chuwong 6

Ngay lic d6 ta qua mirc quan bach, vay nén hoan toan khong c6 phét hién ra i néi ctia hén ¢6 sw khéc thuong,
Hén noi: “ Hay nén n6i | ngwroi da nghe duoc tin tirc gi?”

Ta mo hd hoi lai : “ Tin tirc gi 27

Hén cudi cudi: “ Ngwoi cho ring ta 1 ai ?
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Ta cam thdy hoan toan bi chéng nit, mo hd n6i: “ Nguoi i Dung Bire.”

Hankhong 16i gi nita, ma nhin ta tht sau, sau do liéc mét modt cai, trén mét hin c6 biéu hién rit ky quai, qua thire c6 chit y vi thim truong ( 1), cang
Jam ndi bat anh it sau thim gidng nhur hd nurde ctia hin, khién ké khac khong chd ndo c6 thé che gidu. Lic d6, ta cam thay hoéng hét, trdm nhin theo
hén dang di dén chiéc ban dai, tho tay Ay mon db dang dit ¢ trong phong Ta trong long nghi ngd Dung Birc s& ném mbn do kia vao it ta, loai cyr
tuyét nhur viy ding ngon chan & nghi ciing biét vo cing kich liét va dau dén. Vi ngan chén loai tham kich nhur vay phat sinh, ta qua quyét nhin vao
khoang khong chinh d6n trang phuc noi o1 tir biét, dang dinh nhic chan chay thi bong nghe hén quét: “Pimg lail”

Mt ta bién sac cing ngic quay nguoi lai, trom thiy vé ché nhao ctia hin khi dem hd 16 ruou ta dé lai dua 1én miéng dua nghich, khée mdi cong Ién
khién cho séc mit hdn ting thém niim phén linh hoat twroi sang.

Hin nhe nhang budng hd 16 trong miéng ra, ngiri ngiri mot chit, cuoinoi: “E ring day chinh la rurou xurong bd duoc gitt lai tir tét Poan Ngo. Cung nit
nhur nguroi thét to gan, so'la da &n trom phin cha tir ubng con thua"” Loi n6i ctia hiin ¢6 y khinh thuong m cho ta ¢6 chit budn byc, ta néi: “Qua that
ruou con lai tir tét Poan Ngo, ciing do chinh tay ta u, nguoi khac uong thira ta s& khong dura cho nguoi.” > Hin n6i: “Thét khong ? Co phal hay khong
cam thay ban dai nhin thé ndo ciing s& nhan Ky phai khong ?  Ta nhét thoi dé 16 ra mot chit khi thé n6i:  Nwoi néu nhur khong mu6n udng, tht nhién
¢6 thé khong cannhan. . . . . . Khong nhan thi khong nhan, dimg " tat " vao mit ta.”” N6i xong ta kinh ngac dimg d6, boi vi hén da di t6i trrde nit, ding
mot loai dong tic vO ciing quyen thude nhe nhang cc én trén ta.

” P06 ngde.” Han noi.

Vé sau liic buo1 61 nh¢ lai chuyén d6, ta nghif thé nao ciing khong hiéu duoc tai sao lai bién thanh két qua nhur vay. Chinh¢ 13 ta choang vang ngan nguoi
nira ngdy, roi sau do giat minh, ta thm chi ra strc véo vao dti mot cai, ta lai Jay hét strc binh sinh ding tc d6 nhanh nhat quay V& phong ngu, vo vo nuée
rira mit, md hop do trang diém lai Ay tir dudi day hom mot kién quan a0 mdi tinh ctia cung ni, nét mit toa sang di dén bén hd sen nho, sau do lai ding

ctr chi nho nhé nhét tir trude t6i gidy, nhe nhang chdm chdm bude trén con dudng mé ta da di hon ba ndm, cudi ciing xdu hd dimg & trude mit ciia Dung

Drrc.

Liic do tring sang gié mét, bau trdi diy sao sang ruc chiéu xudng trude bac thém.
(1)- yvisduxa
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Chuong 7

M6t hd 16 rurgu xrong bd kia, chiing ta udng sudt nim budi tdi, béi vi trude khi khoa cira phai trd vé, trén ngurdi néu mang theo mii rurou, nhét dinh s&
tron khong dugc nghi trrong cua 1o ma ma vong, van, van, thiét, cho nén chi ddm udng qua loa r6i ding lai.

Ubng hét rurou, ching ta demné chon dudi mot gde cay hoa thuoc duge, vao dém gip mit thi hai ngudi lai ciing nhau dio n6 1én. Mot hanh dong nho
nho lai khién cho ching ta mbi mdt in gip miit cang phat ra vé am mudi ky quai, trén manh dt kia ciing bat ngd san sinh ra nhidu chuyén vo ciing thi vi.
Ma cai hd hoa sen kia lai trds thanh thanh dia vui swéng, Khi xAu hd ban dau qua di, ta tré nén giéng nhu ké dién. Ta s& hi hi ha ha cudi voi mdt hd murde
hofc hit to gitra cung dién quanh qué. Ta be cdy sen, tir trong ving bun xi xa0 thdi ra mot chudi bot khi, dong tinh nhur thé 4t phai kinh dong dén con éch
dém dang ngi dong, Op op oap oap chay chén khéip noi. Dung Pirc van nhur trude ndi ta ki d6 ngbe. Hin Iy mot chiée 14 sen & ngay bén canh thay cho
chiéc chén, tao nha dua rrou lén miéng udng.

Ta bét dau khoe khoang chém gi6 lung tung v&i Dung Birc, ké cho hin nghe vé mot sb giai thoai hogic dién cd giita thim cung nay. Ta néi ho hoa sen
nay c6 oan linh(1 ), khong biét viii Iap bao nhi€u tinh mang ctia cac cung phi that sting, n6i xong thi mit bén canh tay da n6i da ga, con khong quén gia b
limcon ho li ¢6 ba duoi rat to. Sau do, ta s& nhin Dung Biire néi: “ Sg'khong ? Hac héc, c6 ta ¢ ddy roi, khong can so.” Tranh thi thdi co ngdi vao bén
canh han. Ciing khong ngd duge han bong dung yéu 6t quay sang ndi : “ Puing 1a c6 nguoi nao d6 dang cham vao phia sau hrng nguoi. . . . . . ”

Sau do, sao sang rc 16 bdng bién thanh mo 40, vé mét Dung Pirc ciing trd én mo hd, cang sét lai cang gan.

Hén noi: “A Bich, ta hinh nhur thét swr ¢6 chut thich ngwoi .”

Mt méy ciia héin vén nhu true khién cho ta cam thay bj dia bon. Ta nghi hoan quan thi vén khong thé dong tinh, Dung Pire chi s a dang dia bon ta,
kha nang nay chiém da s6. Nhung méc du nhu the, ta nhur van nhur ¢fi budng tha ban thin say mé trong ving sao sang ruc 1 kia.

Miy ngiy sau, thily triéu gon song am am, ndi cung trdi néng bong ndi sAm sét xudt hién mdt chuyén dai sur : Trang phi nirong mirong dot nhién ndi dién,
ding chiéc kéo séc rach Ién it vi tiéu chi ciia Luru Hoa Cung, Hoai nghi 12 bi nguoi ta sir dung vu thut didu khién, khién cho tm hdn nhét thoi mé
loan.

Tin tirc vira phat ra, trong cung mbi ngudi déu cam thiy bat an. Mot ngly sau, trong kinh mét bao, trong cung ciia ti chuéng dai thai giam & Bich Van
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Cung lyc sodt ra mdt chd bi mat, chuyén dé khau hinh nom i vt dé lam phép diéu khicn vu co. Vi thé clng ngay do, tir chi tir cia Bich Van Cung cho
deén cung ty thai gidm & bén trong tinh ca ta I3 hon muoi nguoi dong loat bi dua vao bigt giam

(1) - oanhén
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Chuong 8

Phong tam giam u 4m, Am ut, oi birc, tran ngdp mot loai khong khi &mu chét choc.

Cung trong ngyc thét, dai khai déu 12 cac cung ti than phan trong duong, cac nang ngay lic dau ciing so hai khong cam long, ¢ strc kéu la, rén xiét,
khéc loc dau dén, hoac chi trich 1An nhau, nhung trong tinh canh nhur vay ndi tuyét vong rat nhanh da khéng ché bon ho. Lai trai qua mdt ngay chira

dwoc 3n udng, ngay ca miy cung ti xao quyét ciing dan im king,

Trong thim cung nay, tai hoa ldrfmg\ld]iép nhét chinh 13 b lién huy, mang nguoi chiang qua 14 con kién. Chi sg' ngay ca nguoi vung vé nhét ciing hiéu duoc,
mot khi d& dén noi ndy, tdm chin phan mudi cho doi chi la mot cai ket thic ma thoi. Ngam lai con ¢6 chuyén gi so voi chuyén nay tuyét vong hon?

Thoi gian & day clfmg qua mo6i duge mot ngay rudi, da c6 ngudi boi vi khong chiu duoc hinh phat thong khd ma cin Iudi tw sat. Lic sau, lai cang co
nhiéu ngudi bi chét, thinh linh x4y ra, thi the lanh nhu bang ti€u diét dan noi khat vong s€ may méan thoat dugc, con sét lai trong long moi nguoi.

Ta dong ¥ 1 nhém cudi ctng bi thdm van. Lic y, ta da d6i dén hai mit déu nd dom dom, dimg cling dimg khong vitng. B hai thai giam kéo di gidng
nhur kéo mdt con ché chét mang ta t6i hinh phong (1). Chd d6 dang xir Iy mot khi tay chén bién dang d bi kep khoi thi thé. Truong hop d6 da hoan
toan thirc tinh chd sau trong ky trc clia ta, hoi tudng lai nhimg hinh anh dang so & noi ndy, ta quy rap trén mét dat bt dau run ry.

Bén tai bdng dung lai vang Ién mdt giong n6i thy o' :

»* Cong Nghi thi ? Khong biét ¢6 cing mdt nha véi Tin Duong Nghia Hau Cong Nghi, ¢ thé ¢6 lién quan khong ?”

Thai giam giong ndi cuc ninh not voi vang dép lai : “ Hi virong gia, cung i niy diing i hau nhén ctia Tin Duong - Cong Nghi thi.”

Long ta chin dong, nghe thy giong cudi « Xuy xuy dAy giéu cot. Vira nging dau lén thi phat hién, phia trude chd ngdi & chinh giita hinh phong, khong
biét tir khi ndo d& che mot bure binh phong, dudc sang treo cao, chiéu ra bong ngudi thip thoang sau birc binh phong,

Chi nghe ngudi no mién cudng ndi: “ Xua nay nghe thiy gia dinh Tin Duong Nghiia Hau nghia bac vén thién (2), ¢6 hiép khi (3 ) . Chuyén xua Cong
Nghi Cong vi mjt 101 hira, cudi ngra ca ngan dam, mbt minh di dén phurong Béc noi sinh séng ctia ngurdi HO, ciru tir nhét sinh (4), van i cau chuyén
duoc moi ngudi ca tung, Tir doi cao t6 uy thac tdi nay, Cong Nghi thi luén tur cho minh 14 trung 1iét, khéng khang t0 ra trong sach ddi véi viée cta triéu
dinh luon t6 ra khong an y. Hon murdi nim trude, ciing véi phy than cta ta triéu chinh khong hop, cudi cling dang tau tir quan dua ca nha vé qué cii, ciing
phat 101 thé, ndi rd Co gia ching ta mdt ngy con tai triéu, Cong Nghi thi mdt ngay ciing khong lam quan.”

Bdng ngudi trén binh p}‘long‘vc:) tay cuoi, giéng nhu cuc vui ndi: “Hom nay bon virong thit phai mé' mang tim mit, xem hau nhan ctia Cong Nghi thi, dén
tot cing c6 bao nhi€u tién do!”

Khi do, ta nghe thiy vdy, trong long cuc ky bi thong. Ta nghi, lic nay gian tic ¢ trde mit. Hom nay, nhét dinh 1 mudn khién cho t6 tong mit mit . . . .

(1) - Phong tra tAn hogic thim van

(2) - Nghia khi ngiit troi miy

(3) - Khi phach hao hiép

(4) - Chin phan chét mdt phan song

(5) - Uy thac : goi gim (trude khi chét goi gim con cai lai cho ngudi khac, thurdng chi vua chiia gdi con cai lai cho dai than)
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Chwong 9

Gian phong day hinh cu, 4p lra, ndi sit, xiéng xich sit, thanh nep, ghé cop, hinh dang dit ton gidng nhau déng so tra Nhur Lai tir minh di vio ma nguc 4m
u

Tir e bat dau, trong ngudi ta khong ngimg run réy tlmg con. Nghe xong 101 n6i ctia nguroi dan 6ng kia, suy nghi thém mot chit, da dau lai cang thém run
rdy. Lic 4 ay, ta nghi biéu 16  Khi tiét « hai chir kia voi ta ma noi gidng nhur 3 méy bay noi chan troi, boi vay ta noi: * Gibng nhur virong gia d4 thy, nir ti
da doi dén khong con suc lyc, khong cAn phai ding cure hinh, chi mdt cai banh man thiu 1A ¢6 thé ha guc duge nd ti.”

Ngwoi dan ong cudi noi: “Newoi thét thanh thyre. Thé ndo, t0 tién nha ngwoi ¢6 dirc d¢ nhu viy. Hau nhén nhur ngwoi cling khong so Co thi ta thong
dong lam bay hay sa0?”

Loi n6i ciia ta dirt quing cue ky mét moi va kiét sirc :  Bat hoa ciia 6 tién lic trude, 1 do khi vao chéu khong hoa hop, 1n6i tring ra thi hai nha ciing ]
khong thi khong han, n6 ti cam thay cling khong c6 céi gi can dé trong long. Ve phan viéc triéu chinh, n6 ti khong c6 kha nang nhing tay. Da khong the
nhiing tay thi n6 ti dau c6 dinh dang dén chuyéngi. . . . . . ”

Hin ha ha cudi néi: * Tot lam!

Mt dia banh man thu bé it tinh min dt ¢ trwde mit ta.

Man thu kia vén dang béc hoi, ddi véi ngwdi d6i bung hai ngay mi noi, con ¢ céi gi ¢d sirc hip dan hon so voi cai nity? Boi vy ta sau khi bj simg sot
nira nhip, gan nhu lieu finh chdp voi ve phia dia banh man thau. Nhung lic sap vo duoc thi dia do an da bi nhac di.

Cam gic khuét nhuc va tht bai khién cho ta chén nan vo cling, nuréc mit lai tra ra mot chit.

Ta nghe thiy giong néi vo cling dang gian kia hot: ** Bung rat d6i ur 2 Néu nhur ngwroi ddng y véi bdn virong mot chuyén, bon virong chiing nhiing ¢ thé
cho nguoi dn no ngay lap tirc, con cd thé dam bao nguoi s€ binh an vo sy.”

Ta run ray n6i : “ Chuyén gi ?

Cach binh phong truyén Qfén am thanh khe khé cua chén tra va cham vao nhau, nhin cai bong c6 thé t}ﬁy‘ré rang dong tac ctia ngudi no ngimg lai mdt
chit. Liic dy, ta khong hicu nén cam thay dugc c6 chit ky quai, vi thé c6 gang mo to d6i mat mo nhin cham cham vao bire binh phong, lai nghe thay hén
161 “Bon vurong nghe durgc mét bao, nghe ndi nguroi cuing mot thai gidm goi la Dung Bire qua lai rat bi mét, chuyén bon virong muon nguroi lamrat don
gian, chi can nguoi dem chuyén vu co cta Bich Van Cung d6 1én dau ngudi d6 1a duogc.”

Ta giat minh cudi ndi:  Virong gia muén nd ty Bim chimg ctr gia ? «

Hién gat dau n6i : “DOi mdt mang clia nguwoi.”
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Chuwong 10

Ta da c6 mot gidc mo that dai. Trong mo, dAu cla ta vang Ién giong n6i :

» Khong can can nhéc, ta cyr tuyét.” Nguoi dan ong kia néi: “ Nguoi khong hdi han u 2 Nguoi chi cé mdt co hdi nay thoi.” Han lai néi: “ That khong ?
Tot lim. Cho nang mot chit comno, dua nang ra di.”

Néu c6 nguoi hoi chét déi véi chét no thi céi ndo kho chiu hon? Ta nghi . Hién tai, ta c6 thé Ay kinh nghi¢m ctia minh dé tré 104 van dé ndy, khi timg lop,
ting 16p gidy duoc quét Ién mit ta khién ta hit tho khong thong thi. . . . . . ta that 14 hoi han lic trude da an rat no.

Lic sau, toan than nhe nhang phét pho bdng bénh, tira nhur dang di trén mdt con duong that dai. Hai bén duong 1 nhimg ngudi chét gid & trong cung.
Cung nir tudi gid khong noi nuong twa khoc thé hrong dau dén, ta cam gide duge mit trdn budn b, trong long dang lén noi so' hai vo tan, khong kiém

ché duoc quaydau Jai nhin vao hur khong ho to khan ca giong :  Lam on néi véi Dung Pire gitp ta, & chiia chién tot xAu gi ciing p cho ta mdt tim bai
vi, ta khong mudn van bo vo mot minh!”’

Trong mo, dau cia ta lai vong lén mdt am thanh théit dai, bo vo' mot minh, bo' vo' m)t minh, bo' vo mdt minh —— rung dong khién 16 tai cia ta dau budt
tirng dot. Long ta c¢6 chut so hai, dot nhién cam gidc ban tay dugc lim lay, mdt giong ndi 6n nhu mim cuoi trd 1ot: ““ Pugc, ta di nhién Ia bang long,”

Ta kinh ngac mé it ra, ddp vao mit i moc vang man lua, mot gian phong long 1Ay chua timg thiy tir trude tdi nay.
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Ma nguoi trude mit. . . . . . Ta giat minh nhin khiip nguoi mdt lan, d6i niit nhat thoi do len.

Ta khan khan 96 hong ni: * Dung Pirc, nguroi tai sao lai & chd ndy? Ching 18 nguroi ciing bi giét hai 2 Chi i khong ngd dia nguc lai c6 quang canh xa
hoa 16ng lay dén vay.

Dung Birc ngin ra, ta nghen ngao n6i : “Qua nhién gian tic kia khong hé bo qua cho ngwoi.”

Ta Imt m trimg trimg nhin thiy vé it Dung Bire dau tién 1 do khoc do cudi sau d6 la1 bién thanh hoi hoi x4u hd. Han thanh thanh c6 hong n6i: “ Vén
dimubn dé cho nguwoi nghi ngoi tht tt, sau d6 méi néi cho nguroi biét. Pa nhur thé —— Han mim cuoi, ta 40 theo dong tac ctia héin ma lay dong, Lic
ndy, ta m6i phat hién hin dang myic trén nguroi khong phai la trang phyc mau xanh lue rong thing thinh cta thai giam, ma la mot b y phuc hang ngay, hinh
thirc méic du don gian, chat liéu lai cuc ky tinh .

Truc gide khién cho ta c6 cam giac so hdi. Ta hai niit mo to ngo ngic nhin Dung D dimg ddy, di thing vao phia sau btre binh phong bang ngoc son
den & trong phong, Ta nhin thiy mot bong dang quen thude chiéu & trén birc binh phong bang ngoc son den kia, r6i sau do hén thip giong noi : “A Bich,
van nhur trude khong nhdn ra ta sao? Ta ding 3 Co Vurong Van, tir Dung Bire.” Han cudi cudi, 1di noi tiép: « Nam nay hai muroi hai, chura ¢6 chinh thé.
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Chwong 11: Vi Thanh

Cung turong thit dai & trude nit. Trén nit dét, hai bong ngudi dang song doi.

Hén noi: “A bich, d4 di dén tin déy, nguoi van con khing khing giir quyét dinh kia sa0?”
Ta guc dau xudng,

Hén noi: “ Trén dudng di dén day, bon virong tur ngam lai minh, qua that cach lam ciia bon virong ¢6 chitt khong thoa dang, Néu nhur nguoi van mubn
quay vé, bon virong van cho nguoi mot co i lra chon nhur trude. Sau ndy, bon virong nhét dinh bu dp cho ngwoi that tot.”

Ta quy xudng trude mit han, khdu dau thit manh ndi : “A Bich da quyét dinh quay vé cung.”
Giong n6i ctia héin da trAm xubng ndi : “Cho bdn virong mot Iy do.”

Ta ndi: “A Bich phai v& cung, tim ngudi ¢6 thé cing ta x6i dit chon nrou hoa mai, ban dém cung nhau n6i chit chuyén hoang dudng, s& méng ta kho -
Dungbue. ... .. Vuong gia cao cao tai thuong, khong phai I3 ngudi ma A Bich muon tim kia.”

Ta hiéu duoc i ndi ctia minh VO cung tiy himng. Mot khéic kia, ta khong hiéu duoc suy nghi cia Dung Buc la thé ndo, | camthéy that v& van, hay 1 ¢6
chit cam dong, Chi c6 anh it phirc tap cua hén duong nhur dang dung lai 6 trén dinh dAu cta ta. That lAu sau moi nghe thiy hin nhe nhang mim cudi
161 “ Ciing dugc! Lic lmorc bon virong dong y dé nguoi tiép can, ding 1 c6 chit v vit. Hién gioy, lai mdt lin nira ciing ngwroi ngde nghéch mot hoi, s&
nhu ngwroi mong mudn.”

Hin n6i: “Cong Nghi Bich, 1 nguoi tw danh mét di co hoi. Bén virong chi dong y tiép nhan nguoi mot lin duy nhit ndy thoi.”

Loi néi ctia han khién ta nurée mit tudn roi.

Hén ndi : A Bich nguoi di trudc.

Ta noi : Vuong gia di trude.

Hén cuoi cudi, da nhu vay, tir diu dén cudi van I mdi nguoi di mdt nga.

Rang chiéu roi vai khiip noi, kéo dai chiéc bong. Ta quy tai chd lai dap du ba cai, héin yén king nhan . RSi sau d6, déu cing xoay nguoi.

Vé sau ta nghi lai, doan thoi gian ndy, cang lic thém mo ho, chi s Itic Ay chua timg c6 mit doan duong dai kia. Budc chan ta bat dinh clia ta limg thimg
di trén duong, cudi cing khdng kiem ché duoc quay dau nhin lai.

Ngudi dan ong kia gidng nhu cam gide duge, ciing quay dau lai, cing ta nhin nhau.

Anh miit hén c6 chit mong moi, twa nhu ¢6 chit &m 4p mé hodic quen thude, gidng nhur dém kia, hén cang lic cang gan, ding giong néi khong gl sanh
duoc n6i : “A Bich! Ta duong nhu thit sy ¢ chit thich ngwroi .”

Mot khéic kia, suy nghf ctia ta dan tré 1én xa xam.
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Ném Hi Hoa thir chin, Tiéu Thudn hoang hau trude bi phé b6, sau lai bi vu oan ma chét. Trude khi uéng thude doc da bi mat ding b cau dua thur goita
tdi trede mét, dem mdt bire huyét thur giao vao tay ta.

” Tin Duong Nghia Hau ca nha trung liét, nghia bo vén thién (1), chuyén xwa Cong Nghi Cong vi hét 1ong tuan thi mot 1 hira khjén cho k¢ khac phai
kinh né. Ngwoi la nguroi ban cung liéc mit mot cai da lya chon gitra bao nguo, tuy 1 nif tir nhung ban cung lai tin trong chéc chén nguoi s¢ khong lam
ban phai that vong. Oan khuét cta ta, nho nguoi tim mot thoi co thich hop, hodc Ia cho sau khi thai tir dang co, dem chuyén nay phoi bay khap thién ha.
Nguoi phdi co gang suc dé hoan thanh, nguoi c6 dong y khong?”

Ta n6i: “ N6 ti dong y.”

Tir muroi bon tudi dén muroi bay tudi, bire thu hoa méu va nurde it kia, ca nét chit bang méu do, ngudi nhit nhat nhu ta chira timg quén.

Vu cao nguoi [a Trang phi, ding sau lung nang chinh 1a Co Vuong,

Co Vuong - Dung Drc.

Canh trong mo kiéu diém ma xinh dep, khién nguroi mé loan, nhan mot hoi say rurgu, mot cai xoay ngudi chim dit tai day.

Dung dirc, lan sau gip mt, d6 1 dich nhan roi.

(1) - Nghiia khi ngiit troi may
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