Gi6i thiéu Khiic Cau Hon

Truyén Khiic Cau Hon ctia téc gia John Hart | mot tiéu thuyét thude thé loai Trinh Tham. Mot cudn tiéu thuyét duoe viét béi méu - miu ctia sy song va
cai chét, miu ctia dong toc va mAu ctia qua khir... KHUC CAU HON. Khi ngurdi em géi song sinh bi bt céc, Johnny Merrimon méi mudi hai tubi. Gior
day, sau mdt ndm, ngudi ta phong doan cd bé da chét. Qué thurong x6t con gai, ba me Johnny trd nén kiét qué va vo hdn nhu mot ¢ Truyén Khic Cau
Hon ciia tac gia John Hart 1 mot tiéu thuyét thudc thé loai Trinh Tham Mot cudn tiéu thuyét dugc viét boi méu - mAu ctia sy sdng va céi chét, mau cia
dong toc va mau ctia qua khir... KHUC CAU HON.

Khi ngudi em gai song sinh b bét coc, Johnny Merrimon moi mudi hai tubi. Gio dy, sau mdt nim, nguoi ta phong doén ¢d bé da chét Qua thurong x6t
con gi, ba me Johnny tré nén kict qué va vo hon nhur mdt cai bong, cha Johnny khong 16 vi sao da bo me con cau di xa, khong tro vé nira. Va cude
song ctia Johnny ching bao gid duoc nhur xua...4i bong, cha Johnny khong rd vi sao d4 bo me con cau di xa, khong trd vé nira. Va cude song ciia
Johnny chéing bao gior durge nhur xura..
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Chuong 1: Mé Pau

Nhra dudng cit ngang mién dong qué nhu mot vét seo dai do vét lem séc ngot ciia cai dao cao gy ra. Hoi ndng chura xoén quyén vao trong khong khi,
nhung nguoi ti xé biét chang méy chdc didu d6 s xay ra, anh ning néng rat nhu d6 lira, & mot noi xa anh sang nhur mot vét xanh bi nén xuong. Ong
chinh lai czip kinh mét, iéc mt nhin 1én girong chiéu hau 16n 6 tit phia trén kinh chéin gi6. Chidu dai chiéc xe bus va toan bd hanh khach déu hién ra. Ba
muroi nam qua, ong da thdy vo khdi loai ngudi qua c4i gwong Ay: tir nhimg ¢6 nang xinh xén t6i nhitng gi dan ong khénh kiét, nhitmg gi say khudt va
nhitng ké dién 0, ca nhimg c6 nang nguc by néng bong va nhitng dira tré nhan nhim. Nguoi tai xé c6 thé tién lidu vin d& ca dam tir xa, ong c6 thé phan
bit ai binh thuong va ké bo nha di hoang,

Ong nhin mot théing nhoc.
Cau nhoc ndy trong nhur ké bo nha di hoang,

Da bong troc khoi mili cau, nhung dudi Ip da sam ndng 1A vé xanh xa0 vang bung do thiéu ngi hodic suy dinh dudng, hoc cd hai. Xuong g6 mé nho
cao dudi lop da bikéo dan hét cd. Céu bé con nho, d6 muoi tum, mdi toc hoang dai moc den trén dAu. Mai toc cit khong déu 1om chom, nhur thé cau
tur ¢t cho minh. Quén 4o som réch tir ¢b 40 so mi va tir dau 01 quén jeans. Doi gidy gn nhur mon vet. Trén dui, cau kep chit cai ba 16 méu xanh, va
khong biét nhitng gi chira dung trong do, ciing khong nhidu im.

Céu nhoc trong kha khau khinh, nhung diéu giy 4n tuwong nhét véi ngudi tai xé 3 d6i mét cau. To va den thAm, ching di chuyén lién tuc nhu thé canh
gidc cao do voi moi nguoi xung quanh, vai cai xe bus ca kho ddy ich céc thé loai ngurdi vao mot budi sang nong nure ctia ving doi cat Bic Carolina: nira
t4 13 ngudi lao dong tha phurong, vai tay cai nhau nhin gidng cwru quan nhan, mdt hoic hai gia dinh, vai nguoi I6n tudi, mdt vai tay anh chi choai choai xam
trd day minh tu hop ¢ xdmnha I4 tit phia dang sau.

Po6i mét cau bé thuong chi ¥ vao g3 dan ong ngdi hang ghé fiéi dién, mot nguroi budn ban chio hing dau téc bong murot trong b vest nhin nhim va doi
gidy lrdi nirt ne. Cho do cling c6 mot ngudi da den voi quyén Thanh Kinh quan mép va hop soda kep gitta dui, ¢6 ve 6ng ta cling bét dugc cai nhin cla
céu nhdc. Pang sau ghe cdu la mdt ba cu méc bd vay da ctru. Khi ba viron ngudi vé phia trurde hoi cau gi do, cau bé chi khé lac dau va tra 1oi can trong:

Thura ba khong,

Loi ciia cdu lan nhe 1én cao nhur khoi toa, va ba gia an vi tr¢ lai, nhitng ngon tay v6i dudng gin xanh so soang trén soi day xich giir cap miét kinh. Ba nhin
qua cira sO va trong miét kinh loé chép, 1o chuyen sang den thim khi chiéc xe 1& vio con dudng rop bong ciy véi nhimg hang thong xanh viit. Cling anh
sang ndy roi vao trong xe bus, va nguoi tai x¢ quan sat nguoi dan ong mic bo vest nhén dim. Da 6ng ta xanh xao va md hoi vé ra do chua tinh ruou, doi
mat nho hila thuong va mt sy bon chdn cang théing ctia hin lamngum tai xé chot da. Cu mbi mot hodic hai phit, dng ta lai cwa quiy trong ghé. Ong ta
ngdi bt chéo chén rdi lai bung doi chin ngodi binh thuong tro lai, chom nguoi kén trude, 10i nga ra phia dang sau. 'Nhirng ngon tay ctia 6ng ta gd nhip trén
bo vest ludm thudm va ng ta luon nubt mrde bot mdi khi hudng cai nhin k do vé phia cau trai, 16i lai quay di chd khéc, 1o do va nén na.

Ngudi tai xé mét nhoai vi cong viée, nhung ng gitr moi chuyén twom tit trén xe bus. Ong khong chip nhén s say xin, théc loan hay nhimg tiéng n6i dn
a0. Me 6ng nudi day Ong trudng thanh nhu vAy hon nam muoi ndm vé trude va 6ng khong c6 mit thoi thic nao can thiét phai thay dbi. Do vay 6ng dé y
cdu trai tré, va gi dan ong hao nhodng voi cap it hau héu, bung da dumg ngdi khong yén. Ong quan sat cach €4 nhin c4u nhéc, thiy gi budng nguoi
trén chiéc ghé nhay nhya md mang khi con dao durgc moc ra. Cau nhoc tho o chuyén ndy. Cau 161 nd ra tir tii quan va bung ludi dao ra bang mdt ngon
tay cai. Cau cAmné mot chc, 1& rang ai ciing thy, rdi 16i ra mdt qua tao tir trong tli xach va got nd bang thao tac bén, gon. Mui tao thoang bay kn cao
hon cé nhitng chlec ¢hé ammii du khach va san xe nhudm diy bui bn ctia dudng phd. Vuot Ién mii hoi ndng ciia dau can diesel, ngudi tai X6 ngr
duoc hirong vi git, ngot cta nd. Cu nhoe nhin mot JAn vao gi dan ong banh bao ¢ doi mit to rong, khudn mét nhot nhat, sau d6 cau gép con dao va
nhét n6 trd vo trong tli quan.

Ngudi tai xé budng nguoi va chi tim vao con dudng, tim tri khong bi qudy ray trong vai phit. Ong ta thiy cau nhoc ndy c6 vé quen quen, nhung céi
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cam gidc 4y di bién. Ba muroi ndm dai. Ong ching co thé to béo sau chit hon vao ghé.
Ong ting thiy quéa nhiéu c4u trai tré.
Qué nhidu dan bui doi di hoang,

stk

MBi lan ngurdi tai xé nhin minh, cdu bé déu cam nhan duge didu do. N6 1 mot thién bam cau co, mot biét tai. Ngay ca khi d6i kinh ram den thim deo
trén mét ong ta va dudng cong lon trén bé mit c4i grong ngin can, cdu bé van ¢6 thé biét. Pay i chuyén thir ba di bing xe bus trong nhiéu tudn. Cau
ngdi & ' nhitng ghé khac nhau va mic quan 4o khéc nhau, nhung doan chimg truée sau gi cling c6 ngudi s& hoi cau lam tro gi trén chuyén xe bus ngang
doc tiéu bang vao Itic bay gid sang trong ngy, c4i gio 1§ ra hoc tro phai dén trudng hoc. Cau doan chirmg ciu hoi ndy s& dén tir nguoi tai xé.

Nhung chuyén ndy chua xay ra.

Cau bé xoay ra nhin cira sO va xoay nghiéng doi vai i 4é khong ai khac ¢6 thé n6i chuyén duoc voi minh, Céu nhin sy phan chiéu trong cira kinh, s
chuyén dich va nhitng khuén mét. Cau nghil vé nhitng ci cdy cao ngfit troi va nhitng bd 16ng niu dudi mau tring,

Con dao com Ién trong tiii quan cau.

Bdn muroi phit sau, chiéc xe bus lung khung dimg lai 6 mOt cly xing 4n ndp trong mot khoang trong cua rimg thong, bui rdm va nong bic, dat cat. Cau
nhéc di xudng hang ghé chét hep va budc xuong bac cudi cling trude khi ngudi tai xe ¢6 thé nhiic nhd ching co gi ngoai nhimng chibe xe kéo ndmu trong
bai dau, hay khong c6 nguoi lon nao ¢ day dé don nhan cau, mot cau bé murdi ba tubi nhin déng ngudi khong qua tudi thr murdi. Anh néng mt troi nhu
nung do ¢6 cau. Cau xoc cdi bald sau lung, va dam khoi den dau can bdc Ién cao; chiéc xe bus sau d6 gim g va an banh xudi xudng phia Nam Tram
xing c6 hai dau bom, mot bang ghé dai, va mot ng o giy go trong bd quan 4o miu xanh dinh day dau md. Ong ta git dau chao tir dang sau tamklnh
lem lubc nhung khong budn ra bén ngoai troi himg hure nong. Méy ban nude lon tir dong dat ¢ trong chd c6 bong rAm ciia tram xing, qua cii k§ dén ndi
chi doi hoi nam muroi cent cho mdt lon. Cau nhoc thoc tay vao tii quan, ngon tay luc loi tlmnamdong hao mdng dinh va mua lon nurée nho tudt bung ra
dudi cai phéu db xudng trong cai chai thity tinh lanh. C4u bat nép lon mrdc, xoay ngudi vé phia chiée xe bus ban ndy trd dén, va bét du bude b xudng
con duong bui mi mit, den ngdm nhur an bo.

Sau ba diim duong va hai in 1€, con duong bién mét, nhya dudng trd thanh dé, d4 cang ngity cang mong di. Céi béng khong hé thay ddi tir lan sau ciing
cu théy n6. N6 cii k§ va bi bo hoang, nhing thé son bong troc dé bi thit g8 & phia dudi: SONG CA SAU RUNG BAO TON CHIM AN THIT. Phia
bén trén cac mau tyr, mdt con dai bang tung canh bay, va trén d6i canh cua nd, nhitng cong 16ng dinh day son bong troc.

Céu nhoc nhd keo gum vao tay va dp dinh miéng gum vao tAm bang khi cau budc ngang qua.

Phai mit hai gi dong hd dé tim mdt cai t6 chim, hai gid ctia md hdi, nhitng bui £ai goc va mudi ring lam da cdu sung do umg. Céu tim thay mot bui canh
nhanh dan nhau to khiing khiép trén nhimg canh cao cua loai thong la dai moc thing dimg va cao ngdng trén nén dt 4m doc bo séng. Anh ning mit troi
xuyén thiu canh rimg, bau troi sang ruc va xanh ngit lim chéi dau ca mét. T6 chim B mdt chdm nho.

Cau nhin vai hit bo bald va bét diu tréo 1én cay, vo cay xu xi lam dau budt 1an da bdng néng ctia cau. Than trong va s¢ hii, cdu trong chirng chim dai
bang khi leo Ién cay. C6 mdt con chim nhdi bong ngdi trén ké trong vién bao tang & Raleigh, va cau nhd t6i swr hung ton ciia n6. D6i miit bang thity tinh,
nhung d6i canh clia nd xodi dai hon mdt mét rudi tir dau canh bén nay qua dau canh bén kia, mong vubt clia nd dai bang ngon tay giira ctia mdt cau bé.
Chi ndi md ctia nd da md durt vanh tai mot ngudi lon. Céima cdu canla cong 16ng cua nd. Cau thich mt cong 16ng dudi mau tréng, sach s&, hay mjt
cong long thét to mau ndu; nhung rdt cuc, 16 ¢6 thé 1 mdt cong Iong nhd nhit tir nhitng chd bong bénh mém mai nhit, mdt cong long kim, ¢6 thé, hodc
mit cong 16ng niing mém dudi canh.

Nhung n6 khong thire si 1 van dé.
Ma luc 1a ma Iuc.

Céu cang leo cao bao nhiéu thi canh cang cong by nhiéu. Gi6 quat canh cdy va quat ca vao nguoi cau. Khi gio git, cau ép manh mit minh vao vo cdy,
tim dép thinh thich, va nhiing ngon tay bam chét chuyén miu tring béch. Thong 1 vua ctia céc loai ciy, cao dén mirc dimg tir trén nhin xubng, con song
thu nho lai & phia dudi nhu mdt chdm den.

Céu gan leo 1én dén ngon cy. Leo gin & ndy, t6 chim dang rong nhur c4i ban an va ¢6 1§ can niing khoang chin kilogram. Tudi di ctia n6 phéi hang
thap ky, hoi thi v6i nhitng thir muc rira, clit d4i va xwong cbt thd. Cau mo tung cdi long don nhin cAi mi, va cai quyén ning ctia nd. Cau di chuyén mot
tay, cham chan trén mbt canh xdm tro vi ndm théng va tro troi khong con vo cdy. Phia dudi cdu, rimg thong trimg tring diép diép tit tn nhirng ngon doi
xa thim. Con s6ng un minh, den, t5i va bong loang nhur than da. Cau du ngudi lén trén cao khoi to chim va thiy nhitng con chim con, hai con ca thay,
xanh xa0 va 16m dém miu, trong long chao ctia cai td. Ching ngoac md to ci mo bén nhon, nai ni thire &n, va cu nghe mdt 4m thanh nhur con diéu méc
trén day khi g6 toc manh hon. Cau liéu finh nhom ngé, dot nhién mdt con dai bang ddm bd xudng tir bau trdi tuyét dep. Trong gidy phit tich tic, cau chi
thiy toan 16ng, 1di sau d6 doi canh dap vd xudng va mong vudt viron ra. Con chim go thé.

Cau vuon tay Ién trong khi mong yuét ctia n6 phap sau vao trong da thit; rdi c4u roi xudng, va con chim - d6i mit vang sang rurc, mong vudt moc dinh
vao da thit va 4o ctia cdu - rét xudng cling cau.

Vao Iic 3:4}7, mot chjéb xe bus 1an banh cling vao céi bai dduxe & tram xang mot gian nha do. Lin nay true chi di yé hudng béc, nd 1 chiée Xe bus
khac, tai xé khac. Tieng ctra xe loc xoc md va mot dum ngudi bénh thap khdp xuong xe. Ngudi tai x€ gay com, goc Tay Ban Nha, hai lam tu6i va dang



dap mét moi. Anh ta khong budn nhin cau bé gay com dimg len tir cai ghé dai va ca nhic dén cira xe bus. Anh ta ciing khong dé y quan 4o rach nat
hodc sy tuyét vong ctng cyc trén khudn mit ciu. Va néuno k vét mau trén ban tay dura o vé xe bus, 16 rang khong phéi viée clia mot tai xé xe bus dé
ma ban luin vé nd.

Céu nhoc budng to vé xe bus. Cau cb gang 161 minh Ién nhitng bic budc va cb ging gitt cho nhitng manh vai 4o 1ién v6i nhau. C4i balb cau deo trong
ning né, nhdi nhet dén mirc gin nhur sp v tung, va mdt céi gl d6 thAim do & mi i ghép dui day ti. Nguoi cau b mii, mii ctia bin sinh, con song va
mot cai gi do song nhan; nhung chuyén d6 cting khong phai viée ién can dén tay tai x&. Cau di vao sau hon trong 1dng xe bus. Cau ngdl, mot in va vao
lung mot chiéc ghé, rdi sau d6 di dén cudi tan ctng, noi cau ngdi mt minh trong gdc. Cau om chit cai tii vao ngue va gac hai chin lén trén ghé. Nhimng
16 sau hodm gim sau vao trong da thit va c6 ctia ciu bi rach toac; nhung khong ai nhin cau, khong ai quan tim. Cau 6m chiéc tii chat hon, cam thiy cai
n6ng con luu lai, co thé gty vun, nhur mot canh ciy iy nat. Cau murdng trong hai con chim nhé con 1ong niing, mdt minh trong t6 chim. Mot minh trong
6 va bi bo doi.

Céu rung ngudi trong bong toi.
Céu rung ngudi trong bong tdi va lau nhitng giot nurée mét nong Am, déng cay.
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Chuong 2: Chuong 1

Johnny hoc durge mot diéu tir tim bé. Néu ai d6 hoi cu tai sao cau qua khic nguoi, tai sa0 cau co thé vimg vang dén nhur vay va tai sao cip mét ciia
cau duong nhu nudt chimg dugc anh sang, cu s& tra 101 ho 13 rang, Tir nho cu da biét ring ching noi no ngoai kia 14 noi an toan, khong phai sn
vuon hodc sén choi sau nha, ciing khong phai con duong tinh lang boc quanh vong dai thi xa. Khong mot noi chdn ndo ngoai doi 14 noi an toan, va khong
ai ¢6 thé bao boc cho doi sdng clia cau.

Tubi tré 1 nhitng thang ngiy 4o twong,

Cau vira choang tinh khoang mot gio dong hd, chd cho nhimg tleng dong dém khuya véng xa, ch doi anh binh minh 16 rang dé bat dau mot ngdy moi
Homnay I thir Hai, tr6i van con ti ni i, nhung Johnny ngii rat . Cu thirc day di ra soat mjt vong cac clra s0. Cau rung lc nhe céc 6 khoa hai lin
mdi t6i, ddi it trong ra con dudng ving ngiit va cai xe ban thiu nhin nhu phi phén bui dudi 4nh sang dém triing. Cau kiém tra me cAu, ngoai trir khi ndo
¢6 6ng Ken 6 nha. Ong Ken 1 ké nong tinh coc cin va trén tay c6 deo mdt c4i nhan vang to mé khi ddm vao ai ¢6 thé dé lai mot vét bamto tudng,

D6 lai Ia mot bai hoc khac.

Khoac vao ngudi chiée 4o thun va chiéc quén jeans toi ta, cau budc vé hudéng cira phong ngi va ich canh clra mo ra. Anh sang hét xubng hanh lang
chat hep, khong khi 4m thip. Mui thudc 14 va rrou bourbon d ra san nha xd¢ vao miii. Chi trong mot thoang, Johnny nhé lai mili vi ctia nhitng bubi
sang, mili ctia trimg rén, ca phé va hoi ndng tir thudc cao rau ctia bd. N6 1a nhitng ky niém dep, cdu cd gat ching di, phai quén di qua khir. HOi tudng vé
di vang chi lam c6i long thém tan nat.

Trén hanh lang, tham trai nha cii k§, nhén nhim King bing dudi gidy ciia cu. Canh cira phong me cau tro troi chénh vénh treo trén ban 18. N6 1 canh
cira rong rudt, khong son phét gi, va ciing khong tiép voi khung swon. Canh cira dau tién nim chong tro & ngoai san sau vuon, tua tua nhimg dim gd
nham nhd, n6 bi dap tung ra khoi khung ctra khi me céu va 6ng Ken cii co sau con say. Me céu khong hé tiét 16 ho cai co nhau vé chuyén gj, nhung cau
doan chimg it nhidu lién quan dén cau. Chi moi mdt ndm trude day, nguoi nhu 6ng Ken khong bao gior véi duroc t61 gan mdt ngudi phu nit nhu me cau,
va Johnny khong bao gior dé ong ta quén chuyén d6; nhung d6 1 chuyén ctia mot nim vé trude. Xa voi duong nhu ca mdt doi nguoi.

Ho biét qua 16 vé 6ng Ken da nhiéu nim, va ciing ¢6 thé nhitng diéu ho nghi 1 ding. BS ctia Johnny 1 mdt tay thiu khoan, clng véi ong Ken, ho xdy
dung ca khu phd. Ho cing nhau hop tac im viée vi bd Johnny nhanh nhen va thao vat, va mdt phan ciing do 6ng Ken théng minh khi biét ton trong bo
cau. Boi & do, ong Ken lic ndo ciing d& chiu va coi mo, ngay ca sau vu bit coc, cho dén khi bd Johnny cam thy sur din viit va ndi uat han da virot qua
strc chiu dyng. Sau khi bd cu bo nha di xa, dng Ken bt dau thuong xuyén lai vang t6i nha. Bay gior thi 6ng ta diéu hanh moi cong viéc. Ong ta bude me
céu ludn & trong tinh trang bi khéng ché va o doc, dat me cau ludn trong trang thai hodc say thude hodc say ruouL Ong ta sai phai cong viéc va me cau
chi thi hanh. Rén thit bo bit-tét. Bi vao phong. Khoa cira lai.

Johnny vét trc, buc doc vé nhitng chuyén ndy, va cdu thudng loanh quanh 6 goe bép vao budi tdi, dait ba ngdn tay Ién trén can con dao to ndm trong ké
dao, turong trong dén nhimg vimg da thit mém trén ngue gi Ken, tram ngm suy nghi vé no.

Ga dan 6ng Ay 1 loai lang s6i, rat don gian 1 nhur vAy; va me ctia Johnny duong nhur chi con 1a ci bong mo khong trong hrong. Ba chi nding ¢6 hon nim
muroi kilogam, than hinh com ¢3i, nhung Johnny timg nhin thy anh it cua g3 dan ong an tuoi nuét chimg ba, ciip mit tha déc cua ko Ken mdi khi ba
ra ngoai dudng. Nudc da ctia ba xanh xao nhung khong mot t vét, doi mit ba to, sdu va anh mit ham chira tdm trang cia mjt con thi bj trong throng.
Khi 4y ba ba muroi ba tudi, c6 dang dap nhur mot thién thin néu sy thire dleu ay ¢6 that, méi toc den tuyén, mong manh, khong c¢6 céi vé ciia hong tran.
Cénh dan 6ng bé dé cong viée khi cé bong déng ba budc vao phong. Ho trb mit kinh ngac nhur thé da thit ba téa ra hio quang, va ba co thé cit canh
bay vé trdi bat cir e ndo.
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Ba ciing chang quan tim chuyén nay. Ngay ca trude khi cd con gii cta ba mét tich, ba gin nhu khong quan tim dén dién mao ctia minh nita. Ao thun va
quén jeans. Toc dudi ga va doi khi trang diém. Ba sdng trong mot thé giéi nho bé, hanh phic, noi ba thuong yéu chdng con, chiim séc virdn tugc, tham
gia viéc dao ¢ nha tho, va ca hat giai khudy trong nhitng ngiy mura bao; nhung béy i tht ca da qua khir. Hién tai chi con lai sy cam lang, trongvang
va dau khd, hoan toan tuong phan vdi con nguoi mot thoi cta ba; nhung nét dep van con vuong vét dau ddy. Johnny muc kich didu ndy hang ngay, va

mbi ngly cAu nguyén riia cai sic nude hirong troi phu Ién ngur6i me minh. Néu ba 4y x4u xi, ong Ken c6 1& s& khong ding dén ba. Néu ba dirg sinh ha
nhitng dra tré khau khinh, cé & em gai cua céu van con ngi & phong ngii canh phong cau. Nhung ba dep nhu bup bé hodc mdt hinh béng nio d6 khdng
nhu hién thye, 1€ ra phai dugc trang hoang trong tii kinh khoa chét. Ba 1 nguoi phy nir dep tuyét voi ma Johnny timng biét. Va cau ghét ba tham t¢ &
diémnay.

Ghét cay déng.
Cudc doi cau da thay d6i qua nhidu.

Johnny quan sat canh cira phong me cau. Biét dau 6ng Ken co mit ¢ day, c6 thé khong. Tai cau ép sat vao it 0, nin thd. Binh thuong, cau co thé
phan doan, nhung nhicu ngay khong ngi da khien cu d6 vat xuong, khi gidc ngu dén, cu licn ngi say nhur chét. Cimg do va hon me. Khi tinh gide, cau
chom ngudi bat day khi cam gidc nghe thay tieng kinh vo. Lic ay Ia ba gio sang,

Cau i budc khoi canh cira, khong biét phéi lim gi, sau d6 r6n rén bude vé cudi hanh lang, bong dién phong tim vang tiéng u u khi cau bat cong tic. Ta
dung thude mo tung va cau tlﬁy céc loai thubce: Xanax, Prozac, nhidu vién mau xanh, nhiéu vién mau vang, Cau cAdmmot lo thude va doc nhan ghi trén lo.
Vicodin. Chai nay m6i. Lo Xanax dang mo, nhirg vién thude ndim trén it ban, trong 1ong Johnny ddy 1én con tirc gian. Thude Xanax gitp ko Ken iy
lai sy trdm tinh sau mdt dém an hang thanh cong,

Céu hiéu nhur thé.
An hang thanh cong,
Céu dong nép lo thude va bude ra khoi phong tim.

Cain nha bira bon nhu c4i bai réc, va ciu tir tran an, minh ciing ching con fa chi s¢ hivu cta nd. Can nha trude dayngannép va gon ghe. N6 nha moi
lop va cau la nguoi phu mot tay lop méi. Cau leo Ién timg bac thang mdi ngity trong dip nghi 18 13p xuén, chuyén cac tim lop 1én cho bé cau, giap bd
dong dinh voi i dd nghe deo trén hrng c6 khéc tén ctia minh trén . N6 1 mot can nha trom tAt, v6i trong d4 nii va sin sau nha vun x6i gon dep
khong chi ¢6 tro troi dat cat va co dai. N6 chi cach day vai dam duong, nhung cam giéc xa x6i hon, trong mot khu phd véi nhidu cin nha ngiin nip trén
nhitng thira dét to va muét méu xanh cdy ¢6. Noi d6 by gios chi con trong tri nhd, va dang bi nha bang xiét no. Ngudi ta giri cho me ciu vai to bao, va
cam bang phat méi & ngoai san.

Cén nha ndy 14 nha cho thué ctia 6ng Ken. C)ng ta c6 khoang mot trém can, va Johnny cho rang c6 1& ddy I cin nha t& nhét, nhur mot cai thing rac ding
nghia & tit tAn cing ctia thanh phd. Phong bép thi nho hep, v6i nhimg manh sét méu xanh va son 1 bong troc & nhiéu goc. Mot cai bong den chay sang ngay
trén du bép 10 va Johnny chim réi quay mot vong tron. Mot noi qua ban thiu v6i toan nhing dau loc thudc I virt day trong chao, chai lo ngbn ngang, va
nhing ly ruou dang do. Chiéc grrong ndm trén nit ban va Johnny thiy nhimg vét bot trang con virong vai dudi anh den. Hinh anh nay khién hoi lanh nhu
xAm chiém va lan dén trong Ibng ngure cau. Mot to gidy bac mdt trim do-la van tron roi xubng gamban. Johnny luromno len, dudi phing né ra. Ca tuin
nay cau khong c6 duoc mdt bira comnio tir té trong khi o Ken hit bach phién bang to gidy bac mot trim do-la.

Cau nhit tim gwong én, lau nd bang khin uét, va treo tro lai trén tudng, BS cau thudng ngim minh trong gurong, va Johnny van ¢6 thé hinh dung ng
thét ca-vat mdi sang Chu nhat, nhimg ngon tay cua 6ng to va tho clmg, khong d& gi that nit ca-vat mdt cach gon ghe. Ong chi méc 6 vest khi di 18 nha
tho, va 6ng cam thay ngurong nging khi biét con trai quan st minh. Trong ky trc, Johnny ¢6 thé nhé mit 6ng bdng do bimg va nu cuoi khong hé tao nép
nhin. Ong néi, “Cam on Thuong dé da ban ting cho ta me ciia con,“ va sau d6 ba kéo thit chét nit ca-vat cho ong,

Hai tay Ong dat sau lung ctia ba.
Tiép theo 1 ny hon va cai nheo .
Johnny lau chiéc gwong mdt IAn nita, sira n6 ngay ngin, chinh cho dén khi trom tit.

Canh cira mo ra ngoai san trude dich chuyen mot cach nang né, va Johnny budc ra ngoai san vao mdt budi sang 4m wét, ti ti mit. Mot ngon dén dudng
chap chon chép tit khoang nim muroi mét vé hudng cubi con dudng. Nhimg ngon dén pha xe 6 t0 chiéu sang trén dinh ngon ddi & mdt khoang cach kha
xa. Xe gi Ken khong con du ¢ san, va Johnny cam théy mot sy khoan khodi t0i 181 v méin nguyén. Ga Ken song & phia bén kia khu pho trong mot can
nha to 16n duge son phi dep d&, nhidu cira s to rong va nha dau xe chira duge bén 6 t6. Johnny hit mdt hoi thit sdu vao day budng phdi, lién tuong
dén me clia cau chdm nguoi ]ay chiéc gwong, va tur nhit chinh minh ring ba ciing chira di qua xa. D6 1a nhitng hé luy ctia gi Ken, dau phai ctia ba 4y.
Céu b gang budng tay gian ndm dim ra. Khong khi budi sang trd nén trong lanh. Cu tur nhit voi chinh minh homnay la mit ngdy moi, va nhimng chuyén
tir t& co thé den v6i cau; nhung véi me cau budi sang 1 mdt cye hinh. Cé mdt i ndo do, trong gidy phit ngin ngti, d6i mit ctia ba mo ra, d6 1 trude
khi ba nhé ra ring ho s& khong bao gios tim dwroc tung tich ¢ con gai duy nhat ctia minh.

Em gai ctia Johnny.
Nguoi em song sinh.

Allyssa chio doi chi sau Johhny ba phit, va hai dtra tré song sinh khéc giéi tinh giéng nhau nhur hai giot nuée. Ca hai giéng nhau & mdi t6c va khudn mit,
cung giong cudi nhur nhau. Pung, n6 1A con gai, nhung & khoang cach khodng sau mét, rat khé cé thé phan biét ai voi ai. Ca hai cao bang nhau, budc



chan y chang nhau. Nhiéu budi sang ca hai dy s6m ctng lic, mic duing ¢ hai phong khac nhau. Me Johnny cho biét ca hai co ngdn ngit riéng ciia mdi
dira khi con rat bé, nhung Johnny khong hé nhé dicu nay.

CAu chi nhé quing doi song tuoi dep trde kia ciia minh, chéing bao gitr cdu don doc; c6 mdt y tudng hai ta 1 ctia nhau mi chi ¢ hai dira tré mdi hiu
dugc dieu nay. Nhung Alyssa da di xa, va tat ca nhitng gi lién quan dén nd ciing d6i nén ra di. Dicu nay a sy that, khong thé nao choi cai, va n6 da han
sau vao tam tri me cau. Johhnny da lam nhiing gi cau cé the.

Cau khoa tréi cira mdi ti va don dep bai chién trurong, Hom nay c4u don dep hét hai muroi phit, sau d6 dat coc ca phé Ién ban va nghil dén to gidy bac
vo tron. Mot tram do-1a.

An udng v quén 4o.

Cau kiém tra can nha in chét. Khong con bong dang chai lo. Sach s& diu tich cua xi ke thudc sai. Caumo cira s6 dé gio bén ngoai tran vao nha, sau dé
klemtra ti lanh. Hop dung sita tum kéu loc coc khi cau Fic no. Mot qua trimg ndm trong hop sira. Caumo vi ctia me ra. Trong ¢6 chin dong va mot it
bac cic. Johnny khong dong dén tién ctia me va dong vi lai. Cau rét ddy cde nude va e Ay hai vién aspirin ra khoi lo.

Cau budc doc xudng hanh lang va mo cira phong me.

Nhirng 4nh sang dau ngaty ép sat mit kinh cira s, mdt khdi do tmg phia ding xa ]ép 16 sau nhiing rang cdy den mun. Me cau ndm nghiéng, toc x0a trén
mit. Tap chi va sach vo phu dAy trén it ban canh giwong. Cau gat sach ra tim chd dé cbe murdc va dat hai vién aspirin Ién nmanh b han vét. Trong gidy
lat, cau king nghe hoi thd ctia me, sau do nhin vao ddng tién gidy ong Ken bo lai canh girong, Vai tdr hai muroi ddng, mot o ndim muroi dong,

Khoang vai tram bac, nhitng t& bac nhau nat va lem Tude.
Xé mdt cudn gidy dung bac cic.
Vit bo gidy boc.

Chiéc 6 t6 d4u trén thém xi ming da cii k§, mot loai xe ¢ thing phia sau ma bd cau mua nhiéu ndm vé trude. Nude son con méi, bong loang, hoi vo
banh xe duroc kiém tra hing tudn, nhung d6 chi 1 nhitng gi Johnny biét dé kim. Khoi xanh van bi bop xit ra khoi ng bo khi cdu dé may, cira kinh phia
bén hanh khach khong thé ndo quay 1én sat mép. Céu chér cho dén khi khoi chuyén qua méu tring, vao s va lin banh xuéng cudi con dudng xi n¥ing,
Céu chura dén tudi iy bang lai, va phai quan sat that ky trude khi cho xe lin banh vao duong nhya. Cau giir xe chay ¢ van tdc vira phai va chi chay trén
nhing con duong mon vang nguoi qua lai. Cira hiéu tap hoa gAn nhét chi cach nha hai dam duong, nhung n6 1 mot tiém Ion, nam trén con duodng chinh
yeu, va Johnny blet ngudi ta c6 thé nhan ra cau. Vi thé, cau di xa thém ba dim duong dén mdt ctra hiéu tap hoa nho chi cung cip nhitng hang hod re
tién. Vira phai ton tién mua xang xe, vira phai chiu canh thye phdm dit do, nhung cau ciing khong con hra chon nao khéc. S& xa hoi da dén tham nha
cau hai lan.

Chlec 6 6 hoa vao nhitng chiéc da dau & do, phan 16n 1 xe cii, dong xe M. Mot chiéc 6 t6 sim mau trd 1én sat phia dang sau xe cau va dimg lai ngay
cong ra vao. Anh sang mit troi hit doi 1én tir kinh xe va mot ngudi dan 6ng khudn mét danh lanh ngdi diing sau tay 1. Ga ciing ching budn bude xuéng
xe, Johnny quan sat ngur6i dan 6ng d6 khi ga bude vao trong cira hi¢u.

Johnny 6 mdt ndi so' hii voi bt ky ké ndo don doc trong nhing chiée xe dimg lai.

Chiéc xe ddy dung hang chong chanh khi cau réo bude tir ké hang nay qua ké hang khac. Cau quyét dinh chi mua nhitng thir can thiét: sita, nudc trai
cdy, tring, banh mi, va trai cay. Cau mua thémaspirin cho me. Nude ép ca chua duong nhu hitu ich véi ba.

Mot vién canh sat chan cau lai & ké hang thir tam. Ong ta to cao, trong it ndu den dudng nhur qua mém mai so voi nhirg Ein ngang doc trén khuon
mit, voi goc cam cat gy khnie. Vién canh sat khong c6 xe day, dimg yén, hai tay thoc trong tii quan, va Johnny nhin thoang qua da bict ong ta theo cau
vao trong tiém. C4i nhin ctia 6ng ta thong tha, nhan nai. Va Johnny lic Ay chi mu6n U1 té chay.

’Anh ban Johnny, 6ng ta goi Ion. “Cau van khoé chir?”

Téc 6ng ta dai hon so véi lin Johnny timg gip trude d6, vin dong méu ndu véi cap miit ong, budng dai va xoan it ngay phia trén ¢b 40 pha diémmot it
tréng bac hai bén thai duong. Khuon it ong tréng c6 vé gy di, va Johnny nhén théy nim thing tréi qua ting thém phan khic kho trén guong mit d6.
Khé nguoi to In mang dang dip mdt si quan canh sat, trong Ong ta duong nhu bi gd €p, tinh quai, nhung véi Johnny ca thé giéi ndy nhin vao déu c6
cing mot tang. Céu cling khong r& lim. Giong ciia 6ng ta tram amva an can. N6 goi lai nhiéu ky niém dau thuong va trong gidy phit d6 lam cho Johnny
khong thé ct bude hodc cit Ién tiéng ndi. Vién canh sat tién lai gn, van cai nhin cam thong ma Johnny thurong thiy, cing anh mét vu tur lo ]ang Mot
phin ndo d6 trong tim kham, Johnny cam thdy than thién va tin twéng noi 6ng; nhung 6ng ta van 1 ké duy nhét da dé em i Alyssa ciia ciu bién dang
biét tam. Ong ta van i ké lam mét co bé.

*"T6i van khoé,* Johnny tra 10 vién canh sat. “Ong ciing biét ma, ciing phai ¢ ging dé song.”

Ong canh sét nhin dong ho, sau d6 hudng tia nhin vao 4o quan éch théch va mdi téc den, bit xti clia Johnny. Bay gior B 6:40 phit va 1 ngdy tat ca hoc
sinh déu dén trudng hoc. Ong héi, “The ¢ tin tirc gi tir bo cau khong?”

"Da khong ” Johnny tra 104, ¢6 che déy di sy xAu hd. “Hoan toan khong mot manh mdi gi.”

*Toi rat iy lam tiéc.”



Thoi gian kéo dai ra, nhung vién cénh sét vin khong hé chuyén dich. Cip mit ndu vén chiim chd nhin ciu, cho dén khi ong ta tién gan lai phia Johmny, c6
the thay 6ng ta la mdt nguoi cao I6n va tham tram, cting trong tw nhu lan dau tién Johnny gip 6ng ta ¢ nha cdu. Nhung d6 lai la mt ky tre khac, Johnny
nhin chong choc vao ¢0 tay to khoé ctia ngudi dan 6ng, voi mong tay dugc tia gon sach s&, thd xo¢. Céu run run cat tieng: “Me t6i nhin duoc thu ding
mot lan. Ba ndi 6ng ay ¢ Chicago, va c6 thé dang chuyén dén California.” Dirng lai chut, cdp it di chuyén tir ban tay xuong nén nha. “Bo s€ trd vé voi
ching t61.”

Johnny ngdi xudng voi vé tu tin. Vién cénh sdt git dau ding mdt lin va xoay mit di huéng khac. Ong Spencer Merrimon da b nh ra di chi hai tuin sau
khi con gai bi bat coc. Qua dau kho. Qua nhi€u vat han. Vo 6ng khong bao gior d¢ 6ng quén diéu I€ ra 6ng phai don con, khong bao gior d€ ¢6 bé mot
minh di xuong duong khi troi toi, va néu 6ng lam dung nhu vay thi da khong hé cé chuyén gi xay ra.

B4 61 khong c6 16i gi ca,* Johnny noi.

*T6i ¢ bao gidy bao ong dy c6 16i am gi dau.”

*Ong ban ron vai cong viée. Ong quén mat thdi gian. DO khong phai 16i & ong 4y.”

*Tét ca ching ta ai ciing mdt lan méc 16i. TAt ca moi ngudi ching ta. BS cau a mdt ngudi cha tuyét voi. img bao gior nghi ngo diéu 4y.”

’T6i thi khong,” Giong ctia Johnny bt ng t ra buc boi.

“Khdng sao.”

”Iéi s& khong bao gid.” Johnny cam thiy séc dién cta ciu thay ddi. Cau khong thé nhé ]én sau cling cau n6i chuyén véi ngudi Ién, nhung ¢6 didu gi do
v vién canh sat. Trong 6ng ta kha gia so voi tubi bon muroi tudi, va khong bao gior hap tap bop chop, khudn mit lic ndo cling dam da, toat ra mot
phong thai ung dung tur tai khong hé gia d6i hoac toan tinh diéu gi khlen bon tré con dit niém tin vio ong. Cip it ong ludn giit do tram tinh, va J ohmy
¢ chit gl hy vong ong ta la mit vién canh sat gioi dé c6 thé giai quyét thoa déng moi cong viéc. Nhung mdt nim da troi qua, va van chura c6 tin tirc gi vé
ngudi em gi. Johnny lo Eing vé chuyén dang xay ra trudc mit, va ngay gidy phit ndy vién canh sat khong phai nguoi ban dong minh.

S¢ xa hoi luon rinh rdp dé chor co hoira tay hanh dong; va nhiing chuyén Johnny da lam, nhitng noi cau Iui téi khi trdn hoc di hoang, nhitng rti ro rinh rép
mbi khi trdn ra khoi nha giita dém khuya. Néu canh sat biét nhimg chuyén Johnny dang lam, ho s& ra tay hanh dong, Nha nudi dudng tam thoi. Toa 4n.

Ong ta c6 thé bét giir Johnny néu ong ta mudn.

"Me cdu sao 16i?”” Vién canh sat hoi. Mt ong ta chdm chy, tay van dé trén xe day ctia Johnny.

*Mét moi,* Johnny tra 1oi. “Bénh Lupus, ong biét khong. Ba rét d& bj mét.”

Lan d4u tién vién canh sat siing so. “Lan trudc gip cau & ddy, cu ndi voi ti ba Ay bi bénh Lyme.”

Ong ta néi dung. “Khong. Téi ndi ba bi Lupus.”

Mit 6ng ta ching xubng va nhc tay khoi xe ddy. “Ngoai kia c6 nhitng ngurdi mudn gitp d& cau. C ngudi hiéu ngon nganh cau chuyén.”

Bit thinh finh Johnny tr6 nén gidn dir. “Chéing ai hiéu ching toi, khong hé c6 ai gitp d&. Chua bao gio. Me t6i yéu dudi toi ta. Khéng con chit nghi hre
n3o.”

Vién canh sat lam ngo 11 n6i d01, nhung it ong van dau khd budn buc. Johnny theo ddi cai nhin chim chép ctia ong xudng chai thude aspirin, nure ca
chua. Anh niit 6ng ta virong van, 10 rang 6ng ta biét khong chi don gian nhu nhig thanh phan nghién ngap va xi ke.“Johnny. Khong chi ¢6 minh cau dau
khd. Cau khong hé c6 don.”

”’T61 khong chi cd don dau.”

Vién canh sat tho dai, dang dip mét moi. Ong rit mot tAm danh thiép tir trong tii 4o, viét s dién thoai vao mit sau t& gidy rdi trao tim danh thiép cho
cau bé. “Goi tbi bét cir khi nao néu cdu can bt ky diéu gi.”” Cai nhin clia ong durt khoat. “Ban ngay hodic giita dém khuya. Toi noi thit ddy.”

Johmny liéc so qua tAm danh thiép, nhét nd vao i quin jeans. “Ching t6i khong sao ¢4, ciu ndi, va ddy chiéc xe di vong qua vién canh sat. Mot tay 6ng
dat trén vai cau.

"Chuyén d6 s& khong bao gio xay dén véi cau mdt an nira...”

Johnny danh cig lai.

“Hodc xay ra vdi me cau...”

Johnny Fic nhe thoat khoi ban tay vién canh sat. “Chiing t6i khong sao,* cau nhéc lai. “Toi phong thi rit k§ roi.”

Cau déy xe di qua vién canh sat, run s¢ 6ng ta s€ chin giit cau, so ong ta s€ hoi van veo hodc goi dién bao dén céc ba can su x3 hoi c6 khudn miit lanh



ling. Chiéc xe dugc day t6i chd ban tinh tién, ngudi phu nit to con ngdi trén chiéc ghé d4u son cii cti nhin soi moi. Ba ndy moi im & cira hiéu, va Johnny
thay cau héi hién hién trén khudn mét ctia ba. Cau muroi ba nhung nhin con rat tré con. Cau mdc to mot tram do-1Ia ra khoi tli, dat nd nam ngira trén
bang chuyén cudn. “Ba c6 thé lam on nhanh tay dum dwoc khong?”

Ba 4y thdi vy bong bong keo cao su va cau niit. “Khong c6 gi em cung. Ta s& bt dau.”

Ong canh sat dimg ho hig sau ng chimg ba met, va Johnny cam giac 6ng 4y ngay gin bén, cau liéc mét trong chimg phia sau lung khi ba béo map
dang tinh tién timg mon. Johnny khé nhoc hit hoi, va sau chimg mot phit ong canh sat bo di, wét qua mit cau “Nho giit tim danh thiép, 6ng 4y noi.

"Da ving.”” Johnny khong tai ndo dam nhin vao it ong 4y.
Vién canh sat quay c6 lai, v6i nu cudi grong gao trén khudn mit. “Téi rat vui duge gip cau, Johnny.”

Ong ta roi ctra hiéy, sau tAm cira kinh I6n van nhin rd hinh dang vién canh sat. Ong di qua chiéc 6 6 cta Johnny, quay got tr6 lai va dimg tAn ngan mdt
lic. Ong nhin xuyén qua cura kinh xe, sau d6 di mot vong ra sau dudi xe kiém soat bién sb. Khi da hai long, ng di vé huéng 6 t ciia minh, mo cira xe.
Lach nguoi vao, 6ng ngodi thu minh lai.

Ong cho doi.

Johnny ¢4 nin thé giit nhip tim ddp cham, cau vdi tay nhan tién & thdi lai tir ban tay 4m udt va thd xii ciia ba thu ngén siéu thi

Vién canh sat i tham tir Clyde Lafayette Hunt. Tén in & trén danh thiép. Johnny c6 mot b suru tap danh thiép cat k¥ trong ngiin kéo trén cing, gidu
dudi nhig chiéc tat va bure anh chup bé céu. Cau nght vé sb dién thoai trén tém danh thiép; nhung sau d6 lai lién trong dén nhing ¢6 nhi vién va nha
tam dung. Cau nghi vé ngudi em gAi) it tich, vé doan dng nurde cau thi dudi gim girrong va bire tudng toa hoi lanh toat. Cau nghi dén syr thanh tam
trong 16i ndi ctia Ong tham tir. C6 thé 6ng 4y I nguoi tin cay duoc. Nhung c4u khong tai nao nhin chinh minh trong grong ma khong nh¢ dén co em gai
Alyssa, va clr mbi lan nhé dén chuyén d6 lai doi hoi sy tap trung tinh than. Cau murong tuong trong dAu mot ¢b bé tran day nhya song, tuoi cuol, khong
thé ndo mot ¢6 bé nhur thé lai bi giam cim dudi nén dét ctia mdt hAm ruou ndo d6 hodc ding sau thimg héng xe 6 t6. Lan sau clng ciu nhin thiy em gii
khi c6 moi murdi hai tudi. Mot con bé murdi hai tubi voi méi toc den sim, cét ngin nhur con trai. Ngudi dan 6ng chimg kién sw viée cho biét ¢6 tién dén
gAn chiéc 6 16, van troi cudi khi canh cira bt mo.

Van twoi cudi cho dén khi ho bét coc ¢o di.

Johnny nghe i nhing cau nay. Tuoi cuol. N6 duong nhur chét dinh trong dAu cta cau, n6 bam chat khong thé nao hét ving ra khoi. Nhung cau thay
hinh anh ctia em gai trong gidc ngi. Cau thiy dira em gai ctia minh nhin v& phia dang sau khi nhitng cin nha cang ngiy cang thu nho lai. Cau thay ndi lo
so trén khudn mét co, va co bé thét Ién trong so hai.

Johnny biét ngwoi dan ba thu ngAn dang nhin minh cham chil, mdt tay cau van chia ra, tay kia nim chéit tién thdi lai, cac this linh kinh da dugc bo vao
trong tii. Mot bén chan may cua ba ta dung nguoc I€n, ham rang van nhai déu keo cao su.

*Cau em c6 can thém gi khong?”

Johnny chdng ché. Cau vo tom nhiing td bac va nhét n6 vao tii. “Khong, t6i khong can thir gi khac.”

Phong cai nhin vurot qua ciu, ba ta nhin vé hudng ong quan ly dimg dang sau quay ctra kinh. C4u doi theo cai nhin ctia ba ta, vo tay tim ]ay nhirng chiéc
tli. B ta nhin vai, va cdu ra vé, budc ra phia cira dudi bau troi trong xanh. Mat cau nhin vé huéng chiée 6 t6 ciia me, khong budn dé y dén tham tir
Hunt. Nhimng céi t0i nhya co xat vao nhau phat ra 4m thanh st soat. Hop sita song sanh, thong ning ¢ phia tay phai. Cau dét cac ti hang vao ghé ngdi
phia sau va chan chir. Ong tham tir theo doi cau tir chiéc xe dau thing goc, khoang cach khong day sau mét. Ong cham miét khi cau de thiing 6 6.

61 biét 14i 6 16, Johnny n6i.

wA

”T6i khong nghi ngy diéu nay.” Cau tra 1oi im cau ngac nhién. Nhur | ong 4y dang mim cuoi. “Toi biét anh ban tré rit clmg coi, 6ng ndi va ny cuoi tit
ngim. “T6i biét anh ban tré c6 thé dwong dau véi bét cir thir thach ndo, nhung huat 1 luat. Johnny ciing khong vira. “Téi khong thé dé ong lii xe.”

Johnny n6i, “T6i khong thé dé 6 t6 & day. N6 1 doi chan duy nhét t6i co.”

T6i s& ché cau vé nha.”

Johnny khong néi thém gi. Cau dang bin khoan khong 1 & nha hoi rrou bourbon con khong. Céu da don dep sach s& nhitng lo thude virong vai.
*T6i s& ¢ ging gitip cau.” Vién tham tir ngimg, “C6 nhidu ngudi mudn lim nhimg viée nhur vay, cau hiéu chir ha?”

Giong noi cay ding tudn trao: “Hang ngudi nao?”

“Khong sao,* thdim tir Hunt néi. “Binh tinh di. Cau cho t6i biét dia chi nha cau.”

*Ong biét t6i cu ngu & dau ma. Toi da thiy ong doi khi tudn tra trrde nha toi, t6i thiy 6ng 16 rang cho xe chay chim lai. Ong dimg gia do 6ng khong biét
gica”



Tham tir Hunt nghe nhing 10i n6i day vé nghi ky, “Toi khong c0 y gat gam gl cau. Toi mudn biét chinh xac dia chi nha cau dé i goi hen mdt chiéc xe
tudn tidu & d6. Toi can ai d6 chd toi trd lai dy dé t6i Iy xe clia toi v&.

Johnny trAm ngam nhin 6ng tham tr. “Tai sao 6ng cir tuln tra quanh nha t6i thuong xuyén vay?”

*"Thi nhur t6i d& n6i v6i cau rdi d6. Co nhiéu ngudi thire s mubn gitip do cau.”

Johnny chura qlﬁc minh tin tudng Ong Ay, nhung cau van doc cho '6ng tham tir dia chi nha va quan sat 6ng 4y goi dién dam yéu cau giri r]rxf)t chiéc Xe tun
tra t6i dia chi y. “Mau chan lén anh ban.” Hunt budc ra khoi chiéc 6 t6 cong vy khong gan huy hiéu, rao budc qua béi déu xe hidng vé phia chiéc 6 6
ctia Johnny. Céu md cira phia bén hanh khach va 6ng tham tir truon nguoi vao ghé tai xé. Johnny deo day an toan, ng01 ctmg do trong xe. Khong he
nhtic nhich mbt quang thoi gian kha lau. “To6i xin 16i vé tai nan lién quan dén em gi cau,* tham tir Hunt noi. “Toi rét tiéc t6i khong thé mang ¢ 4y vé voi
gia dinh cau. Cau hiéu diéu ndy chir ha?”

Johnny nhin chiim chi vé phia ding trure, hai ban tay ghi chit trén dui. Mat trdi viron cao qué ngon cy va toa nhitng tia niing nong bong qua 1op cira
kinh.

"Céu c6 thé ndi didu gi d6 khong?” Hunt hoi.

Johmny quay lai, giong trim déu. “Hom qua I tron mdt ndm.” Cau biét giong ctia minh 1 nhi. “Ong c6 biét chuyén d6 khong?”

Tham tir Hunt béi rdi. “C0, t6i biét chuyén y.”

Johnny nhin di chd khéc. “Ong lim on chi l4i xe thoi

duoc khong?”

Chiée xe nd may, khéi xanh bdc Ién bay toa virot qué cira kinh phia bén Johnny ngdi. “Buoc, Johnny,* ong tham tir noi

Ong gai s6 xe. Ho di trong yén king dén khu ven bia thi xa. Khong mit 101 néi nhung Johnny ¢4 thé ngiri duoc hoi ciia ong 4y. Ngudi 6ng todt ra mdt mii
nhu cla xa phong va dau]ausung, va c6 thé a mii khoi thude 1 am vao quén do. Phong cach 6ng 14i 6 t6 cling nhur b Johnny, nhanh le va vitng vang,
it quet nhin mét duong r6i nhin kn kinh chiéu hau. Mbi ciia cAu bam chit khi xe v& dén gin nha, mot lan chét cau lai co ¥ nghi minh phai mang em gai

Alyssa vé nha. Cau da tu hira nhu vy, mdt nam trudc day.

M6t chiée 6 6 tuan tra dang nd may cho ¢ san nha khi xe ho dén noi. Johnny tréo ra khoi xe va mo thing xe nangnhlrngtmdo vao nha. “Téi ¢6 thé
gitip cau nhitng chuyén ndy,* tham tr Hunt 1én tiéng, Johnny chi nhin 6ng ta. Ong ta con mudn gi nita? Ong ta d3 dé em 4y bi bat di.

T6i tur am dwoc o1, Johnny noi.

Tham tir Hunt Bing nhin vao d6i mét Johnny cho dén khi biét chéic cau khdng c6 diéu gi dé noi.

Cubi ctng 6ng noi: “Ngoan nhé”, va rit ngudi nhanh VAo | bén trong chiéc 6 t6 tudn tra. C4u 6m chit Ay nhimg i d6 va khong nhic nhich khi chiéc 010
quay tr6 ra con duong. Cu khong phén tmg gi voi cai Vay tay cua tham tir Hunt, chi dimg bén con duong mi mit bui bam, nhin chiéc xe 6 t6 tuan tra leo
1én trurdn ddc ngon ddi phia xa, va mét dang. Cau dimg than tho cho dén khi tréng ngue khong con danh thinh thich, rdi xach tii trd vao trong nha.
Nhirng m6n db linh kinh mua ngoai cira hiéu ndm trén mit ban trong that nho bé, nhung cam gide vé né thi vo clng to 1on: mot chién tlﬁng Cau cit
chiing vao trong tii, pha ca phé, ran qua trimg ga trong chao nho. Ngon Iira xanh reo ti tach trén bép, cau tréng chimg cho den khi long tring trimg
chuyén méu vang ndu. Cau tré trimg mot cach khéo Ko, va xtc trimg bo vao dia. Dién thoai reo vang khi cau voi tay lay to glay lau. Liéc qua s6 dién
thoai hién thi trén miy, cau co thé biét duoc ai goi. Cau tra 1oi trude khi chudng reo tleng thir hai. Gipng ndi cua ciu trai tré & dau day bén kia lanh lanh.
Cau nhdc ay ciing muroi ba tudi nhung da uong rugu va phi pheo thude 1a nhu nguoi lon. “Hom nay c6 di bui khong anh ban? Tui minh di.”

Mit Johnny huréng vé hanh lang, giong trim xubng, “Chio Jack.”

T ngém miy cin nha khu huéng tay thi xa. Khu dé cuc ky kinh hoang. Rét €. Nhiéu thanh phin c6 tién an cu ngu & d6. Va ctr nghi &én no thi lai thiy
coly”

Van mit diép khic cti. Jack hiéu nhiing gi Johnny lam khi céu 4y trén hoc hoac trén nha di hoang khi troi tdi. Jack mudn phu gitip mdt tay, mdt phin vi
cau Ay 1 dira tré ngoan, phin ciing vi cau 4y | dira tré ngd nghich.

"Pay khong phai 1 trd choi,* Johnny 1én tiéng,

"Cau 6 hiéu khi nguoi ta néi vé ctia trdi cho khong ha? T gitip cau khong diéu kién. Bimg ¢6 coi thudng t6 nhur vay.”
Johnny hoang hét tho dc. “Xin 161 Jack. Sang hom nay t6 ¢6 chit vén dé.”

"Me ciua?”

Ch hong Johnny thit lai, cau gat dau. Jack 1 nguoi ban cudi cing, ké duy nhét van choi rt thér} Vi céu, khong vi throng hai hozf}c xemcu la ké diky.
Ca hai déu c6 nhicu diém giong nhau. Jack chi 1a dira tré mdi lon ciing nhu Johnny, va ca hai déu dang ddi dién voi nhitng van d€ ca nhan.*T¢ cling nén



ra khoi hdmnay.”

"Pén ngy phai ndp bai ludn lich str 161, Jack néi. “Cau lam xong bai chira?”’

T ndp bai hdi tudn roi.”

*Oi chét. That vay sao? T4 chura bit dau trang nao.”

Jack 1a ke lubn chdm trg, va thiy gido cling lim ngo' ludn chuyén ny. Me ctia Johnny ¢6 Hn goi Jack k do nhéi ranh, va diéu d6 qua chinh xéc. N6 ly
cap thude la tir phong gido s, bdi kemmd lam mii toc bong loang ngay thir Sau. N6 ubng rugu ma I ra con nit khong ai dugce phép, va n6i doi thi nhur
dan chuyén nghiép; nhung dugc céind gitt bi mat tuyét d{)i khl da hira, va trong chirng sau lung ban bé} khi can thiet. N¢ Ia nguc‘ri deé gan, thanh thuc
chin chat, va trong mdt gidy phit nao d6, Johnny cam thay rat cao hirng; nhung chuyén xay ra vao budi sang phi chyup n ni€ém cam hirg ctia cau.
Ong tham tir Hunt.

Nhirng dong bac nhop nhiia & canh girdng me cau.

Johnny néi, “T6 ¢6 viéc phai di.”

“Chuyén trdn hoc thi sa0?”

*"T6 phai di.”” Johnny clp dién thoai. S réng c4u ban s& bi ton thirong, nhung Johnny khong 1am gi khic hon durge. Cau cim dia thirc an Ién, ngdi trude
hién nha an sach trimg véi ba It banh mi va udng sita. Cau van con d6i khi an xong, nhung chi con bon tiéng nita i dén gity n trura.

Cau c6 thé cho.

Rot sira vao tach ca phé, Johnny di vé phia phong ngi ctia me. Ly nurée da can, cdc vién thube aspirin khong con nita. Toc ba xod xudng mé, mot vét
ndng nim vét ngang trén vimg mit. Johnny dt ly ca phe trén mit ban va mo cua so Gi6 lanh thdc vao tir huréng béng mét bén hong nhd, Johnny dimg
quan sat me. Ba trong xanh xao, mét moi hon, va thét than. Ba khong budn tinh gidc nhaAm nhép ca phé, nhung cau cir dé ly ca phé & dy phong chimg,
bé day cho ba an tam.

CAu quay gdt, ba rén nh6 va bong nhién quéit ngudi that manh. Ba am bam didu gi dAy va dudi théing chén hai in, sau d6 ba ving chom dy trén giuong,
hai mit trimg trimg va kinh hai. “Oi Chiia oi! Oi Chua oi!” Ba kéu Ién.

Johnny dimg trurée mit nhung ba khong trong thy cau. Diéu im ba so hdi vin con quanh quan déu day. Cau nghiéng ngum dén gan, n6i v6i ba né chi
mdt gide mo, va chi trong tich tic cap n¥it ba nhin ra duoc ciu con trai. Ba dua cao hai tay 1én rd ndn khudn mit ctia cau. “Alyssa, ba goi nho va chim

sau trong giong ndi la mdt cau hoi.

Johnny cam nhén dugc con bdo sép db ap dén gﬁn Cau noi voi me, “con Johnny day a.”

”Johnny sa0?”, mét ba chop va duong nhu chot bimg tinh sau con me sang, Nbi hy vong sup d6, ban tay rii xudng, ba guc ngudi do ap, cudn gon trong
chan. Johnny cho vai gidly dong ho, nhung ba khong md mit trd lai. Cudi ciing céu hoi me, “Me ¢d sao khong?”’

"Gidc mong hdi hing”
"Con mang ca phé vao ddy. Me ¢6 mubn an diém tam gi khong?”
“Su nha nd.” Ba tung nguoi ra khoi chén va bude ra khoi phong ni khong hé quay nhin tré lai. Johnny nghe tiéng canh cira phong tim déng sap.

Cau budc ra san trude va ngdi dudi Imng hién. Nam phit sau, mdt chiéc xe bus d6n hoc sinh tién dén mép canh con dudng bui bam. Johnny khong
dung day, cau khong hé lay dong. Cudi ciing chiee xe bus lan banh.

sksksk

Mai mit gio' sau me cau moi méic xong quan 40 va tim thiy cau ngéi’ngoéi hang hién. Ba ngdi xudng bén canh, choang canh tay gay yéu 6m chit Iy hai
dau goi. Nu cudi ctia ba héo tat, va Johnny con nhd nhur in nu curdi ay dd mot thoi lam cén phong burng sang,

“Me xin 161 con,* ba ndi va hich vai cham vao con. Johnny nhin 1én hudng con dudng. Ba hich cau mot Jan nita. “Xin 16i. Con hiéu ma... mot 101 xin 161.”
Céu ciing khong biét ndi g, khong sao giai thich cai cam xtic hiéu duge me dau khd nhur thé nao khi nhin thay cau. Cau nhin vai. “Khong sao dau.”
Céu cam nhdn ba dang tim mdt tir ngir ndo d6 thich hop. Nhung r6i ba 4y ciing khong tim duge. Ba n6i, “con nhd chuyén xe bus roi diy.”

"Ciing ching sa0.”

”Voi truong hoc thi lai 1a chuyén khac.”

"Con duoc diém gioi. Khong ai quan tAm con ¢6 mit & trudng hay khong”



“Con van gip giam thi ctia truong chi?”
Céu phong tia nhin khong dung thir vé& huéng me. “Con khong giip ai sau thang nay roi.”
"Vaya.”

Johnny ph(')ng tAm mét troy ]a1 conrduc‘n)g va cam nhén me dang nhin minh. C6 mdt thoi viée gi ba cling t6 tuwdong. Hai me con céu thudng di bd bén nhau.
Khi ba én tiéng, giong ba day chac chan. “Bo con s€ khong bao gio tro lai.”

Johnny nhin me minh chit van. “Me n6i gi?”

*Con cir nhin tit vé phia cudi con dudng. Con Bm viée 4y rat throng xuyen, chirng nhur con mong doi bd xuét hién tir trén dinh d6i.”” Johnny ha hbc
miéng, nhung giong ba in 4t cau. “Chuyén d6 s& khong bao gio xay ra.”

Sao me biét duoc didu nay.”
"Me chi mudn ¢b ging...”
"Me khong biét diéu d6!”

Johnny dmg vitng trén doi chén cta minh. Dudng nhur ciu khong con nhé tai sao cau ¢6 thé lam vy. Hai ban tay nam chat vao nhau ]an thir hai trong
budi sang, mdt sirc manh vo hinh ndng bong nao d6 ép manh trong long nguc. Me céu ngi ngudi vé phia sau, hai tay van 6m chit dau gbi. Mit ba lac
than di, Johnny biét diéu gi sap xay dén. Ba chia mot ban tay qua ngin khong dung t6i dugc Johnny. “Bb con bo me con minh. Va khong phai 16i & con.”

Ba guong dimg ddy. Moi ba mém di va khudn mit ba chuyén qua thé dang cam thong mdt cach dau kho, mdt biéu hign cam xtic i ngwoi I6n danh
riéng cho tré em & cai tudi ma chiing chura lam sao hiéu dugc thé gidi nay van hanh nhwr theé nao. Nhung Johnny hiéu di¢u nay. Cau hi€u cai nhin d6 va
khong ua chit nao.

"Me khong bao gior nén n6i nhitng diéu nay.”
“Nhung Johmy a...”

"B6 con khong c6 16i gi khi em con b bit di. Me khong bao gio nén n6i nhing gi me da n6i.” Ba budc vé hudng cau. Johnny im ngo cir chi y. “B6
con bo di bién biét tai vi me.”

Ba dtmg chét tran, giong ba kho lanh. M6i ba khong con dang dap cia sy cam thong. “Ong 4y c6 161, ba n6i. “Ldi | & ong Ay, khong ai vao ddy ca.
By gior thi con bé mit roi va me hoan toan triing tay.”

Johnny cam nhén luépg dién dia clﬁn co giit phia sau d6i chan. Chi trong gidy lat, cau run ly biy. Van nhitng lp luén cii rich trong nhing lan tranh ci,
va n6 nhu con dao sic bén bam vam soi ddy tinh mau .

Ba dimg thing va tro £ot quay di. “Con ltic ndo ciing vé phe 6ng ay,“ ba n6i va bo vao trong nha, tranh xa thé gioi va cting I noi chon dung dudng dira
con cudi cung. Johnny than tho ném cai nhin vé phia canh ctra bac phéch, rdi cti xudng d6i tay. Cau nhin ching dang ]ay bdy, va cb tur trén tinh, dé nén
cam xitic. Cau ngdi bét xubng nhin timg luong gid thdi tung cét bui hai bén duong, Cau nhé lai nhitng 16i n6i ciia me, 16i lai nhin [én phia ngon doi. N6
ciing khong ¢6 vé gi tho mong. Trén ngon ddi, 15 chd nhimg cum cdy nham nho, day do 1a nhirng can nha véi duong 4t ngodn ngodo, nhing dudng day
dién thoai thong xudng nhur chiéc vong giita cac cot dién thoai, mang mot dang dap diic biét trén nén troi xanh budi som Khong mit dAu tich ndo & déy
d4nh dau sur khac biét cia ngon doi, nhung cau van ngdi déi mét nhin ngéim héng gid. Cau suy tu ngim nhin cho dén khi ¢ moi nhir, va di vao bén trong
nha tréng chirng me.

Ban dang doc truyén Khiic Cau Hon dugc tai mén phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chuong 3: Chuwong 2

Lo thudc Vicodin mé néip dit trén mit ban trong phong tim; canh ctra phong ngu me cdu dong kin. Johnny day hé canh cira, nhin vao trong bong ti ky
mo va thy me cau nam thu minh dudi chan, cimg do. Cau nghe tiéng tho mong manh cta ba, an bén trong k sy yén ling séu thim. Cu dong cira va tro
vé phong minh. Chiéc vali ném dudi gim giurdng c6 nhitng chd nirt né trén bé mit ctia 1op da bao boc, ban I& sét ri. Mot bén quai da da bi dit, nhung
Johnny van giir miéng quaida do vi chiéc vali 1a tai san ong ky cau dé lai. Trong chiéc vali to I6n vuong canh ¢ mot to dién tin da phai mo, nhung cau
van c6 thé doc duogc chir néu dé nghiéng to gidy ngoai anh sang. Trén d6 ghi hang chit JPM, John Pendleteon Merrimon, tring véi tén ctia Johnny.

Cau loi phiéc vali ra, kéo n6 dat Ién trén giwong, théo day quai. Nép vali duoc gi n veo vo ndm dya vao thanh turdng, Bén trong nép vali ¢6 dan nhidu
anh. Phan 6n 13 anh ¢6 em gdi, va trong d6 ¢ hai burc anh chup hai anh em céu, nhin y chang nhau véi ny cudi nhur hai giot nude. Cau so tay voi va Ién
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mdt birc anh, sau d6 tiép tuc ngim nhin cac anh khéc, nhimg tAm c6 bd cau. Spencer Merrimon ngudi dan 6ng cao lon voi ham rang to déu vany
cudi than thién. Ban tay thd x ciia ngudi im nghé xay dung, voc dang ty tin va mure thude noi ong khién Johnny ludn cam nhén minh rét may mén duoc
14 con trai 6ng. Ong da day Johnny khé nhidu: 14 6 t6, hénh dién ngang cao dau, ¢6 nhig quyét dinh ding dén. Ong day cho cau sy van hanh ciia thé
61 xung quanh, day cau nhimg gi dang tin twdng va nhimg noi ¢6 thé dit niém tin vao: Throng dé va cong ddng. Tét ca nhitng gi Johnny droc rén luyén
dé sdng xtng dang nhu mdt ngudi dan ong, di nhién dén tir bd cau.

Nhung rdt cing, b cau lai b6 nha di xa.

Gi¢ phut ny Johnny phai nghi vAn tAt ca nhitng diéu 4y, tit ca moi thir cdu di duoc day v6i niém tin ménh liét. Thurong dé da khong quan tim gi dén nbi
dau kho ctia con ngudi. Neay ca dén nhitng sinh linh bé nho. Hoan toan khong c6 cai goi I cong Iy, cong bang, hay cong dong; hang x6m khong ai giip
d% ai va ké hién thi ching bao gior gap knh trén c6i doi ndy. Tét ca nhitg diéu bd n6i déu 1 dbi tra. Nha tho, canh sat, me cu... ching ai lim duogc diéu
gira hon, ching ai ¢ tai can gi. Ca ndm troi, Johnny song voi mot sy that phii phang khi cau bude phai ti Iuc canh sinh.

Nhung cude doi la vay. Hom nay chic chin nhur xi méng, ngy mai c6 thé vor tan nhur cat vun; stre manh chi | do twong niém tin chi 1 con sb khong,
Roi thi sao? Cai the gi6i huy hoang mdt thoi cta cu tré nén lanh gia, swong mi dmudt. Cude song la nhur vay, mot trat tw moi. Johnny khong con dicu gi
dé bam viu ngoai chinh ban than minh, va d6 1a € song céu tu dinh doat trong dau - duong di, chon lra, va khong quay lung trd lai.

Céu ngim nhin k§ nhitng tAm hinh ctia bd: mdt tim chyp 6ng dimg dang sau chiéc banh xe tai, deo kinh rAm va mim cudi; mot tm chup canh 6ng dimg
ron rén trén noc nha, cai ti da dung kim, bia, dinh deo thong xuong mot bén hong. Voc dang cuia 6ng trang kién: bo vai lyc ludng, ria mép den thAm.
Johnny quan sat tim xem c6 diém néo giéng bd khong, nhung trong cau qua mong manh, 1n da lai qua mong. Cau khdng c6 vé ngoai manh mé, nhung
16 chi la nhitng gi trén bé nt.

Cau Ia nguoi manh me.
R&i ty nhéin nhi minh: Minh s& manh mé.

C6 nhidu diéu kho biéu 16, cho nén cau khong ndi. Cau Bm ngo giong ndi nho nho trong tiém thirc, tiéng n6i ciia mot dira tré. Cau nghién chit xwong
ham va so nhitng tam anh 1an chét; sau d6 nham nghién mt lai, va khi cau mé burng d6i mét, cam xtic bong dung bién mat.

Cau khong con ¢6 doc nita.

Trong chiéc vali dung tat ca nhitng gi Alyssa mong nhé nht, nhitng mon ma ¢6 bé s& rmén ¢6 chiing khi trd vé nha. Cau bét dau mang ching ra: nhat ky
ctia ¢d, chura hé doc; hai con th bong i ¢6 ludn mang bén minh; ba cudn album anh; s6 hoc ba; nhitng CD ¢6 yéu thich; mot cai hop nhd dung nhing
bai kiém tra ¢6 dugc diém cao trong 16p ma ¢6 hru giir ching nhur bau vt.

Hon mdt lan me cau hoi vé nhitng do vét dung trong vali, nhung Johnny thira khon ngoan dé khong hé tiét 16. Néu ba dy tron nhim thude va udng thi
chuyén gi cting c6 thé xdy ra. Ba s& virt ching di hoac thiéu dbt ching & viron sau nha, dimg gitra troi nhu con ma troi hoic gao thét néi Ién sy dau kho
ctia ba nhur thé ndo mdi khi nhd vé dira con gai. PO 1a nhing gi d4 xay ra véi cac tAm hinh ctia bd cau va nhimg d6 vat nho bé, linh thiéng mot thoi chat
chira ddy trong phong em gai cdu. Ching d3 Iui tan trong man dém hoiic bién thanh tro bui trong bdo kira khi me cau Ién con thinh nd.

Du6i day vali la mot tap bia clmg miu xanh. Bén trong bia ctmg A mot xap ban dé va mot tim anh Alyssa c& 8x10 cm Johnny dé buc anh qua mot bén
va gio tung nhirng tAmban do. Mot ban db ty 1€ 1on, trong 6 v& vi tri quén hat ndm trai rong bén trong ving vién dong Béc Carolina, khong hdn ndm
trong cac con cat, ¢ Piedmond hodc ving dim ]ay, it hai tiéng dng ho di tir Raleigh, va 6 1& cach bo bién khoang mot go dong hd. Ving phia bic
ctia quan hat hiu hét déu i dong qué: rimg, dAm Iy va ring d4 granite dai ba muroi dzm, noi ddy mot thoi ngudi ta da dao ham sau vao long dét dé tim
vang. Mot dong séng chay xudng tir phia béc chia d6i quén hat, chi cach thi x3 vai dam duong, Phia tiy 1 vimg dat thit den, rét tot cho viéc trong nho va
dung nong trai, phia dong 1 nhitng doi cat voi mt chudi nhimg san gdn sang trong, va xa hon nita i hang loat nhing thi xa nho bé, nghéo kho vat va
muru sinh hang ngy. Johnny da timg dén vai 101 6 Ving, dat nghéo do, cau nh6 ¢6 dai moc ca trén ranh nude, nhiéu cra hiéu va nha méy dong cura
khong con hoat dong, nhimg ngudi dan ong gay yéu ngdi dudi béng cay ubng nhitng chai nurde to dung trong céc tii glay méu ndu. i quéa nhitng thi trdn
hoang tan khoang nam muroi dams& dén Wilmington va bo bién Pai Tay Duong, Bang Nam Carolina lai i mot ving dét xa la & dau d4u vurot ra ngoai
tAmban do.

Johnny xép & ban db 16n vao trong tap bia. Nhitng tm ban db con lai v& chi tiét dudng phd trong thi xa. Muyc d6 danh ddu s nha trén dudng, cac ddu
X nh6 d4nh d4u nhitng dia chi riéng biét. Nhitng dong ghi chii viét tay & goc bia td ban db. Mot s khu phd hoan toan chura ghi chép gi; mdt sb trong d6
bi gach chéo nhur nhig ving dét cdm lai vang, Cau nhin k§ khu virc phia ty thi x, thic mic khong biét khu virc ma Jack dé cép dén i khu ndo. Cau
phai hoi lai Jack. Sau nay.

Johnny nghién ctru ban db thém vai gidly nita, 161 xép no lai dit qua mdt bén. Nhing thir ién quan dén Alyssa duoc bé gon vao vali, chiée vali duoc cat
xu6ng gam giwong. Cau nhit tm anh I6n Ién va nhét mot cy bit murc d6 vao trong tii. C4u vira di ra phia ngoai cira chinh va dinh khod tréi cira thi mbt
chiéc xe ban i 1& vao con duong xi méng dan vao nha. Son xe loang 16 ddy trén néc tao thanh nhitg méng to bé bira bai; thanh xe phia trude bén phai
bi mop méo, sét ri Chiéc xe trurdn vao con dudng dan vao nha, dong co co giat, va linh tinh Johnny bao truée ¢6 chuyén chang lanh. Céu quay ngudi
lai, cudn tron tAm ban d6 va nhét n6 vao trong tii cling cay bt do. Cau gitr tAm anh trén tay dé n6 khong bi nhau nat. Khi chiéc xe dimg hén, Johnny
thdy mot vét xanh choi sang qua 10p kinh; sau do ctra kinh ha xudng, Khudn mit ngudi bén trong xe xanh xao va hip hip.

“Lén di,” nguoi dan 6ng giyc.

Johnny budc xudng béc rdi phéng nhanh qua nhitg mang ¢6 va ¢6 dai. Cau dimg ngay tai bo ké duong xi ming dan vao nha. “Steve, 6ng laim gi & ddy
Vay?”



“Chi Steve.”
“Ong ma chi chau voi t6i cai gl.”

Cira xe k&0 ket md bat ra, nguoi dan ong bude xubng. Ong ta nic b 4o 1én quan méu xanh, trén cdu vai c6 deo huy hiéu mau vang. Thét keng to day
mau den tuyén. “T61 [a anh em ho voi bd cau, 1a ho hang than thude cta nhau. Hon nita, cdu da tirng goi t6i I chu Steve khi céu lén ba.”

“Chu c6 nghia k than toc, va diéu d6 c6 nghia ching ta phai gitp do 1an nhau. Toi khong gip ong sau tun & nay, va tinh ca théng trude do. Ong tron
bién dau mat tiéu vay?”’

Steve moc hai ngon cai vao thét lung lam cho soi day to cimg kia co quet k&o ket. “Me céu dao ny qua lai voi nhiing nguoi giau co déy Johmy. Cua
trén troi roi xudng’ *Ongta Vay mot tay. “Nha ¢ mien phi. Khong phai lam viéc. Qua da con trai oi, t6i khong thé lam gi hon dé giip ba a ay trong khi ban
trai ba 4y c6 thé am hon t6i gép ngan lin. Ong ta lam chu thurong x4, rap ciné. Ong ta lam chi ca mdt nira c4i thi trdn ndy roi, lay Chtia. Ong ta d4u can
nhitng ngudi nhu t6i day ding lamky da can miii.”

“Ky da can mii?” Johnny khong tin nhing diéu chinh tai minh nghe.

“Khong phai...”

“Ong so 6ng ta thi ¢6,” Johnny n6i v6i giong khinh miét.

“Ong ta ky tén vao chi phiéu tra lrong cho t0i va khoang bon trim gi khac. Néu 6ng dy bac dai me cau, hodc lamnhing gi twong tw nhu vay, nd la mot
chuyén. Nhung 6ng dy dang gitip ba ta. C6 ding thé khong? Néu ding vay thi tai sao t6i lai hm ky da can miii. BS ctia cau hiéu diéu nay ma.”

Johnny quay mit di chd khac. “Khong phéi dng dang tré gior im viéc ¢ thurong x4 4?7

“Ding rdi. Lén xe mau di.”

Johnny khong nhiic nhich. “Ong dén déy lam gi viy 6ng Steve?”

“Me céu goi dién thoai va hdi li¢u toi co thé giip chd cau di hoc khong. Ba éy noi cau nhd xe bus.”

“Toi s& khong di hoc.”

“Céau phai di hoc.”

“Khong t6i khong di dau ca.”

“Lay chua, Johnny. Tai sao cdu ctr phai im cho tat ca moi chuyén tré nén qua kho khin vay? Hay lén xe di.”

“Sao 6ng khong n6i voi ba 4y 1 ong da don t6i di va im lo luon chuyén nay?”

“T6i da n6i voi ba dy t0i s& d6n cau, cho nén t6i phai don cau. Toi s& khong di ddu cho dén khi cau Ién xe. Toi s& bt cau néu toi bude phai Bm nhur
vay.”

Johnny ching giong, “Ong dau phai canh sat. Ong chi 1 nhén vién an ninh. Ong dau dwoc phép bt ti m bat cir didu gi.”

“Dep chuyén ndy di,” Steve n6i. “Cau hly chd ngay tai day.” Ong ta buc tirc Iich ngudi khoi Johnny va tiéng kéu ciia kim loai va cham phat ra tir that
lung ng. Pong phuc ctia 6ng ta tii hd thang nép va tir hai ben dui ching phat ra am thanh st soat.

“Ong dang toan tinh chuyén gi vay?”’

“Noi chuyén voi me cau.”

“Ba 4y dang ng,” Johnny n6i.

“Toi s& danh thirc ba ta. Bimg c6 di dau. Toi noi that.” Ong ta di vao bén trong, can nha nho b¢ hing héic mii bia ruou d va xa phong lau nha. Johnny
nhin d3i theo canh cira da dong hén, rdi liéc qua chic xe dap. Cauco thé phong 1én va bién miét true khi chu Steve tr6s ra, nhung diéu nay khong nén
voi ke truong phu. Sau d6 Johnny 16i tAm ban d ra khoi tii, vudt nd thing ra trén ngure 40. Cau hit mdt hoi th t tin, di vao bén trong nha, sin sang
dwong dau vai van dé.

Trong nha yén king nhur t, dén van i mix. Johnny 1& vao hanh lang ngiin va dimng lai. Cira phong me cau mo to, Steve dimg trude cra, khong nhiic
nhich. Johnny nhin thoang vai gidy dong ho, nhung Steve khong n6i cting khong c6 dong tinh gi. Khi Johnny dén gan hon, cau c6 the trong thdy mot
khoang khong gian trong trong phong ngii me cau. Ba Van ngil, nim ngira, mot tay vit ngang che hai miét. Cai chin dép kéo tut xuong tan bung, va
Johnny thdy me minh khong manh véi che than, ndm bat dong, con Steve thi dtng chét tran ngim nhin. Sau d6 Johnny hiéu ra. “Thé ny I thé n30?” Sau
d6 16n tiéng hon: “Thé nay 1 thé nao ong Steve?”

Steve ling tling trong t6i 16i. Ong ta dua tay Ién, nhimg ngdn tay xua ra. “Khong phai nhw cau nghi du.”



Nhung Johnny duong nhu khong nghe diéu gi ca. Cau bude ndm bude nhanh chong va kéo sp ctra phong me lai. Ba 4y khong hé cyra minh. Johnny
xoay lung v€ phia canh ctra, ciu cam thiy lira boc ngin ngut 1én hai mét. “Steve, 6ng i ké bénh hoan! Ba dy | me t61.” Johnny dao miit nhin quanh nhur
thé dang tim kiém mot cdy gay hodc khiic chay vd, nhung khong tim thiy gi. “Ong bi lim sao vAy ha?”

Doi mit Steve phat mot ddu higu chong ché hiém théy. “Toi chi moi mo cira. Toi ¢6 chii ¥ gi dau. Toi thé trurde thuong dé ddy, Johnny! Toi khong phai
hang ngudi nhu vay. Téi theé d6. Gio tay Ién trudec Chua.”

Mét Iop md hoi nhe nhdi bong lang trén da mit Steve. G& qua so hai, trong that tham hai va 01 nghiép. Johnny chi mudn phong cho 6ng ta mit cudec vao
ha bo. Cau chi mudn vt gi xubng san nha, ly doan dng nurde cét gidu dudi gim girong danh cho ha b6 cua gi dap nat. Nhung cau nghi den burc anh
ctia em gAi Alyssa va nhing viéc can phai im. Va nhitng gi cdu da tich luy duoc trong subt mdt ndm qua. Cau hoc duoc diéu can thiét phai xép hang
camxiic uu tién cua minh. Giong noi cua cu tré nén lanh ling va diémdam. Cau con c6 viée phéi lam, va gi Steve s& phai gitp cau. “Chii néi véi ba dy
chi da chd chau dén trudng hoc.” Johnny gt gi bude dén gin hon. “Néu me chau ¢ hoi, chia chi n6i bao nhiéu d6.”

“Va chau s€ khong lam 1én chuyén nay?”

“Khong, néu chi im ding nhitng gi chau yéu cau.”

“Thé nhé?”

“Pidi chu Steve. Hay di lamdi”

Steve bién ra khoi nha, hai tay van gio én. “Toi khong co y gi khac that n.”

Nhung Johnny cling khong c6 gi khac dé néi. Cau déng cura lai, tri to ban dd trén mt ban nha bép: Cay but d6 tron tudt giita cac ngdn tay. Cau vudt
ban tay trén to gidy co nhau, sau d6 hurdng ngon tay vé khu phd ma céu dicu nghién trong suot ba tuan qua.

Cau chon ngau nhién mdt con dudng,
Ban dang doc truyén Khuic Cdu Hon duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon ¢ Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 4: Chuong 3

Tham tir Hunt ngdi & day ban kim viéc trong viin phong, Nhitng chdng hd so roi xubng tir ndc t va méy cai ghé khong sir dung, Nhing cbe dung ca phé
cau ban, nhimg thong bdo ma 6ng cling chua hé doc. Bay gid 1a 9:45. Vin phong bira bon, nhung ong cting khong con himg khoi dé dwong dau véi
ching. Ong x0a hai tay 1én mit, dui héc mit cho dén khi ong thay nhirng vét tring va dom sang lo¢ lén. Mt 6ng san sui, khong cao réu, va ong ciing
thira biét dién mao cta ong ding nghiia cta mot gi bén muroi mdt tubi doi. Ong sut mét khé nhidu can, dm b6t nén bo quan 4o vest mic trén nguoi nhu
thé treo trén cai gia xurong thit. Trong subt sau thing ong ciing khong hé lai ving toi phong tap thé thao hodc san tp ban. Ong rat hiém khi dn hon mot
bita trong ngay, va chuyén ndy ciing khong c6 gi quan trong voi ong,

Trude mat, ong trai déu tap ho so cta Alyssa Merrimon. Con mdt by photo 6ng cét trong ngin kéo ban m viéc ¢ nha. Ong Iat can thin timg trang, doc
tit ca nhitng tir ngit trong dy: tudng thuat, phong van, béo céo tom hrge. Khudn it ciia Alyssa phong Ion tir bire anh chyp trong trrdng hoc nhin dng
dam dam. Ciing mdt mau téc den nhur cdu anh rudt. Cling cling mot tang mit, clng mau mit den dam. Kiéu cudi day bi an. Thanh thién, nhur ba me ¢o,
mdt cai gi thanh tao, cao thuong ma chinh dng ciing khong tai ndo nhin ra dwoc. C6 thé do kiéu mit nghiéng ciia ¢ bé 4y? Tai cubn gon vé phia sau va
nuée da ndu vang? Su ngly tho hdn nhién? Va ciing i diéu tham tir Hunt thuong tré di trd lai. C6 bé ¢6 cai nhin nhur ¢b chura tirng 6 nhimg y nghi kém
lanh manh hoc lim diéu gi khong tir t& subt cude doi. Roi dén hinh anh me cd, anh trai cd. Ho ¢6 nhimg diém tuong tu, # nhidu gi 6, nhung khong ai
nhu cd bé.

Tham tir Hunt xoa miit mot lan nita.

Ong da dan qua sdu, ong biét diéu nay; nhung vu an ndy co mot ma lyc bam chit léy ong, Pao quanh mot vong trong van phong thi hiéu vi sao. Nhiéu vy
an can thoi gian diéu tra. Nhidu ngudi khac. Nguoi bang da bang thit va cing dau khé nhur trudng hop ctia gia dinh Merrimon; nhung nhiing vy 4n nay bi
phot 10, coinhe, va 6ng ciing khong hleu tai sao. C6 bé ay khong blet bang cich ndo da theo 6ng di vao giac mo khingu. C6 van mic bo quan 4o nhu
ngiy co mat tich: quén vang nhat, a0 trang Cd chap chon trong glac mo clia ong. Téc ngén. Ning gan bon muroi kilogram. Mot ngay xudn amp.

Khong mit dAu hiéu ndo béo trude cho dén khi xdy ra vy an; giac mo bét dAu nhu mdt phat stng dai bac, nd tung troi, day &G mau sac va dm thanh.

MOt céi gi d6 161 ¢6 bé vao mdt noi amu dm churéng dudi nhig cdy to, 11 kéo ¢b bé xuyén qua nhing d4m 14 cdy 4m nong va muc rira. Canh tay dang
16ng, ham ring tréing déu. Ong lao chup theo ban tay, hut, va ¢d bé gao thét khi nhitng ngén tay dai kéo ¢ mét hit vao mdt noi chdn ndo do ti thim,
ménh mong,

Mbi lan gidc mo d6 xay ra, ong lai choang ddy, ngudi dAmmd hoi, hai tay chéi voi vo vong ctr nhur ong dang cio béi qua dong 14 cay. Gidc mo theo ong
Vao glac ngd hai hodic ba dém hang tuin, va 1n nao cling mo'y nhur Jan trude. Ong bat tung ra khoi g[u(mgdmkhldenba Jan trong dém, run 1At bat, sau
d6 hat nurée lanh 1én mét va do ngudi nhin vao d6i mit d6 ngau ctia minh trong gwong trude khi di xubng nha duwdi dé lue loi md tim trong chdng hd so
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khong biét bao nhiéu canh gir trirdic khi con trai ciia ong thitc gidc va mot ngiy méi phi chup nhitng ngdn tay ciia né én da thit ctia 6ng,

Gidc mo tré thanh ¢3i dia nguc riéng tur ctia c4 nhan 6ng, chong hd so nhu mdt tp tuc, mdt ton gido; va n6 duong nhr dang in troi nudt séng éng.
“Chao sép.”

Tham tir Hunt giat minh, ngudce nhin Ién. Plmg trong cira 1a tham tir John Yoakum, cong s va ciing i ban than cta 6ng, “O kia, John, chiao 6ng.”
Yoakum sau muroi ba tu61, mai toc ndu thura thot va ham réu quai nén mong diém nhirng cong bac. Ong 4y gay nhung rin chéc, théng minh mt cach
nguy hiémyé da nghi dén dang so. Cé hai cong tac véi nhau dugc bon nam, lam viéc chung khoang mdt chuc vu an, va thé{n tr Hunt hai lc‘)ngAVéi
Yoakum Ongta Ia ke kin d4o va rat thong minh, nhung 6ng ta ¢6 nhitng dire tinh thich hop voi cong viée doi hoi khong the bét di lang nao. Ong lam
viéc can man ngay démkhi cong viée doi hoi, song chét bén canh ngudi cong sur ctia minh; va néu ng ta 6 mot chit xiu gi mo am, mot chit Xiu riéng tur
khong muon ai can dy viéc cuia riéng minh, thi thim tir Hunt cting thong cam duge voi ong ¢ diémnay.

Yoakum Fic dau. “Téi ciing mubn song thir mdt dém xem vi sao mi ong trong lai tham thé nay.”

“Khong nén, dimg mo udc diéu day.”

Yoakum nging duia cotva 10 n6i chic nich. “Toi hiéu diéu do, Clyde a. Toi dta 6ng mot ti thoi” Ong 1n6i, lic dau qua sau vai. “T6i c6 nhan mdt cu dién
thoai. C¢ 1§ 6ng nuon nghe.”

“Thé a. Tai sao lai thé?”
“Vin lién quan dén cau nho Johnny Merrimon.”
“That vay ha?”

“Mot ba ndo d6 mudn ndi chuyén voi canh sat. Toi ndi voi ba Ay t6i 1 vién canh sat duy nhét true ngiy hom nay. Ba ta bao ba ta dang rit hoang mang,
To1 ndi, vay sao, t6i nghe 3. Ep budc tra hoi qua dang dung kicu cach mot g com”

” Puong day sb méy, g3 kiéu ngao kia?”

Yoakumnhe ham rang gia tring déu. “S6 ba,” dng ta ndi v quay lung bo di voi diéu bd ngao man. Hunt nhdc dng nghe va bim niit nhap nhay duong
day so ba. “Pay Ia tham tir Hunt.”

Trude tién i sw yén king tiép sau 1 giong ngudi phu ni. Giong ngum 16n tudi. “Tham tir sao? Toi ciing khong chéc t6i ¢6 can mdt vi tham tir khong
nita. Khong c6 gi quan trong im Toi nghi ai d6 nén biét diéu nay.”

“Khong sao, thra ba. Lam on cho t6i biét danh tanh cta ba?”

“Louisa Sparrow, nhu mit loai chim.”

Giong ndi nghi€ém nghi. “Cé chuyén gi vay, thura ba Sparrow?”’

“N6 lién quan dén chi bé t6i nghiép. Ong c6 biét khong, chit bé ¢ co em gai bi mit tich dy.”

“Johnny Merrimon.”

“Ding rdi d6. Cau bé i nghicp do...” Ba ta x6i 11 trong gidy lat, sau d6 nghiém giong: “Cau ta moi ¢6 mét ¢ nha toi... moi day thoi.”

“V6i birc anh ¢ em gai c4u dy,” Hunt ngit 1oi.

“Dng viy. Lam sao dng biét didu d6?”
Tham tr Hunt Iam ngo cau héi. “Lam on cho t6i xin dia chi nha ba, thura ba?”

“Cau 4y khong bi ric rbi chir ha, ding khong? Cau a Ay da kho so lamr01, 61 biét didu nay. Hom nay ngdy hoc sinh dén trurong, nhin thiy birc anh o
bé gai nhur vy, va nhin ciu iy giong y nhur ¢4 bé, duong nhur cau dy cung khong 16n kén duge chit nao khién t6i rat budn; va nhitng cau cau Ay hoi toi
ctr nhur thé t6i #t nhidu lién can dén chuyén c6 em cau Ay mit tich vay.”

Tham tir Hunt lién twong dén e 6ng gip Johnny & siéu thi. Doi mét sau thim. S bac nhwoc. “Thira ba Sparrow...”
“Da t6i day.”
“Téi rét can dia chinha ba.”

Tham tir Hunt tim duge Johnny Merrimon chi cach nha ba Louisa Sparrow mdt day nha. Cau ngdi trén via hé, hai chin vit chéo trén rinh nuoc. Ao udt
dammod héi va toc tai dinh bét trén vang tran. Chiec xe dap cii k¥ nam [an loc trén san cd ctia nha nao d6. Cau dang nhai dudi bit va ctii gam ngudi



xubng témban d6 phit 1én dti cau nhu mdt tam chin. Cau hoan toan tap trung, chi giat minh ngang Ién khi thim tr Hunt dong samcira xe 0 t0. Trong
khoanh khéc do trong cau nhur mdt con thi bi limkinh dong, nhung sau d6 da dinh than tr6 lai. Hunt thdy duoc trong d6i mat ctia cau sy quyet chi va
mot dicu gi d6 sau tham hon.

Chip nhéan.

Sau d6 ranh ménh.

Mit cdu dinh hrong khoang cach, nhur thé ciu c6 thé phong kén xe dap va trén chay ngay. Cau liéc nhin nhanh v& canh rimg sét canh bén, nhung thém tix
Hunt bude dén gan hon, va céu rii nguoi ra. “Chao 6ng Tham tir.”

Hunt thédo bo mit kinh rim. Bong ciia ong phi chup 1én d6i chén cau. “Chao cau Johnny.”

Johnny bt d4u gip tAm ban do. “Téi biét nhing gi 6ng sip ndi, nén ong khong can thiét phéi noi.”

Hunt chia ban tay ra. “T6i c6 dugc phép xem tAmban d6 éy ldlér}g?” Johnny ctrng lanh, cai dang déip cua con thu bisan dufn mdt [An nita hién lér} trén
khu6n myit cau. Cau nhin xudng con duong dai, sau d6 nhin vao tamban do. Hunt ticp tuc: “T6i c6 nghe n6i vé tim ban do ay, cau bict do. Ban dau toi
cting khong tin chuyén do, nhung nhi€u ngudi ndi voi tdi ve dicu nay.” Doi mét Hunt nghiém khéc nhin thang vao cdu bé. “Lan ndy 1a lan thir bao nhiéu
101, Johnny? T6i da ndi véi cau chuyén ndy bao nhiéu lan r6i? Bon? Hay nim lan?”

“Bay lan.” Giong cdu li nhi. Nhitng ngén tay tring béch trén ban do.

“T6i s& tra nd lai.”

Céu nhin Ién, d6i mét den long lanh, y twéng ranh ménh tiéu tan. Cau chi B mot dtra tré. Cau so hii. “Ong hira nhur vAy nhé?”

Cau that bé nho. “T6i hira véi cau, Johnny.”

Johnny dua tay Ién va nhitng ngon tay ctia Hunt don ldy t& ban db. To gidy mém nhiin, nhing nep gap Ay tra ra thd gy tring, Ong ng01 xuong 18
duong sat bén cau, 0 tung ban dd ra, hai tay dang rong. N6 to rong, muc in mau tim trén nén glaytrang Ongnhanra 16 13 ban db thué thd trach, voi
nhiéu tén va dia chi cia gia chi. N6 chi v& mot phin ctia thanh phd, khoang chirng mot nghin bat dong san. Gan mdt nira da duoc gach chéo bing mire
do. “Cau lay ban d6 nay ¢ dau vay?” Ong hoi.

“Phong thué vu. N6 ciing khong dét do im.”

“Cau c6 tat ca khong? Toan quan hat?” Johnny gat dau, va tham tir Hunt hoi: “Con nhitng ddu do6 nay?”

“Nhitng nha t6i da gd ctra, nhiing ngudi toi da no6i chuyén véi ho.”

Hunt hé to. Ong khong thé ndo trdng trong ndi con sé nhing cin nha da dugc gb cira, nhitng dim duong ma chiée xe dap cii ky kia da di qua. “Con
nhitng can nha danh dau hoa thi?”

“Dan dng séng doc than. Nhirng noi khién t6i cam thiy én lanh xurong song,”

Hunt glp t& ban dd, tra lai. “Nhitng tim ban do kia c6 danh dau khong?”

“Mot sb thi c6.”

“Chuyén nay phéi duoc cham dat.”

“Nhung ma...”

“Khong, Johnny. Chuyén nay phéi duoc chdm dirt. Nhing ngwoi d6 1 cur dan thanh phd. Ho goi dién thoai than phién véi ching t6i.”
Johnny dimg ddy. “Nhung t6i dau m diéu gi vi pham phép luat!”

“Cau a ké trén hoc, cAu con nho tudi. Hom nay cau lai trdn hoc. Hon nira, chuyén nay rét nguy hiém Cau khong hé biét ai la nguoi sbng trong nhu‘ng
can nha kia.” Ong ta bing mot ngdn tay trén ban dd; ngon tay bét xudng to gidy va Johnny kéo n6 di. “Téi khong thé dé mét thém mdt dira tré nita.”

“Toi tur lo cho ban than minh dugc.”
“Piing, cau ndi voi t6i diéu ny sang hom nay.”

Johnny quay mit nhin di huéng khac, tham tir Hunt do xét khuon mt iy g0 ctia cau. Ong bét gip mdt cai Ibng chim duge bude vao soi dy deo trén
6. N6 miu x4m tring trén nén 4o méu bac phéch. Hunt chi tay, nhém thay d6i bau khong khi. “Cau c6 cai gi 62

Johnny gio tay cao 1én 6. Cau nhét cai Ing xubng bén dudi I6p do. “Né chi 1 cai Ing chim.”



“Mot cai day co dinh Iong chim?”
“Dé cau may min.”

Hunt théy nhing ngdn tay cu bé chuyén sang miu tréing, va thiy mot céi Iong khac budc vao chiéc xe dap. Cai long ndy kn hon, toan miu ndu. “Con
céi 1ong ndy thi sao0?”” Ong chi vao né. “Long chimung? Hay ci?”

Khudn niit cau bé khong phén tmg, cau yén king. “Cai Iong ndy ciing dé cau may?”

“Khong” Johnny dimg lai, nhin v& hudng khéc. “Cai d6 khac.”

“Johnny...”

“Cau c6 theo doi tin tirc tuan qua khong? Ngudi ta tim thiy mot ¢b gai bi bat coc & Colorado. Cu c6 biét co dy khong?”
“Toi biét co dy.”

“Cb ta bién mat gain mjt ndm va nguoi ta tim thdy ¢6 chi cach nha ¢6 4y ba day nha. Subt ndm éy ¢ ta chi & cach nha chura day mot dam duodng, Chi
khoang dam duong, ho nhot cd ay dudi ham dat duoge dao dudi ham ruou. Bit kin mit va trong ay chi ¢6 cai thing va miéng ném.”

“Johnny...

“Ho dang nhirng hinh anh d6 trong muc tin tirc. Mt c4i thing, Cay nén. TAm ném ban thiu. Tran nha chi cao mdt mét hai. Nhung ho da tim thdy ¢6 4y.”
“D6 m6i chi i mbt vu an thoi ddy, Johnny”

“Tat c déu ging nhur nhau.”” Johnny quay dau tro lai, doi miit cau van ti den trong hd thiim. “Ké d6 | mdt ngwoi hang x6m hodic ngwoi ban, mot ké
130 d6 ma cd dy bict mat hodc co the 14 can nha mi ¢6 ay di qua hing ngay. Va khi ching ta tim dén ho, ho luon ctra dong then cai. Ngay ca khiho qua
doi 1641, ho van dong kin.”

“Chuyén khong phai lic nao ciing [a nhu vay.”

“Nhung doi khi. Doi khi n6 1a nhu vay.”

Tham ttr Hunt cting dung day, giong cua dng nhd nhe. “Déi khi nhu vay.”

“Chi vi ong b6 cudc khong c6 nghia t6i ciing phai lam didu d6.”

Nhin cu trai tré va niém tin méinh liét ctia ciu ta, Hunt cam théty budn ba. Ong k& vj thém tir ctia s& canh st chuyén giai quyét nhitng vu 4n nghiém trong,
va ciing vi & nay 6ng phu trach dieu }ra truong hop mit tich gﬁa 6 bé Alyssa. Hunt lam viéc cét luc ngay démhon bat cir nhan vién cong luc ndo ngd
héu doan tu c6 bé bat hanh d6 tr6 vé voi gia dinh. Ong da vat va nhicu thang troi, bo bé lubn ca gia dinh minh cho dén khi nguoi vo clia 6ng, tuyét vong
va ngam ngam thinh nd, 101 bo 6ng, B dugc gi? Co bé Alyssa bién mat, mat luén hy vong mong manh néu ho may mén tim durgc thi thé ctia ¢6. Chuyén
xdy ra ¢ Colorado khong anh huréng gi. Hunt hiéu mot diéu ring: Plnn lon bi thiét mang ngay trong ngay khi man dém budng phi. Nhung dleu ndy cling
khong gifip cong viée d& dang ti ndo. Ong vin muén mang ¢d bé Ay vé doan tu voi gia dinh. Bang cach ndy hay cach khac. “Ho so vy 4n van mo,
Johnny. Chwra ngudi nao bé cude.”

Johnny dymg chiéc xe dap 1én. Cau cudn td ban db va nhét vao sau tiii quan. “Toi phai di day.”

Tham tir Hunt ndm chit iy gi-dong xe. Tay ong cam nhan nhitng vét ri sét va hoi ndng burc xa tir anh it troi. “Toi da nhén nhurong nhidu voi cau. Toi
khong thé lam nhu vay mai dugc. Chuyén nay phai cham duat.”

Johnny 161 ghiéc xe dap lai tir tay Hunt nhung ciing khong lam sao dich chuyén dugc né. Cau hét to. Chura bao giy Hunt nghe théy tiéng hét to nhur vay.
“T6i co the ty lo ligu moi chuyén.”

“Nhung c’huyén’dﬁu chi ¢6 don gian nhur vay, Johnny. Ty lo cho minh !{héng phai cong viéc gﬁa cau. D6 1a bdn phén cta me ciu, va sy that thi, t6i
khong chac ba ay ¢ lo dugc cho ban thin ba ta khong nita, ndi chi dén dira tré murdi ba tuoi.”

“C6 thé didu dng ndi 1 dung, nhung c6 nhiéu chuyén 6ng khong biét gi ca.”

Vién tham tir dimg yén dinh thn, Qng ta quan sat sy viéc di tir phan nd ~dén so haii, ong hiéu cau bé nay gﬁn niém hy vong & 6ng hon bao gi&r hét. Nhung
thé gidi nay khong phai mdt noi chon tir té d6i véi con tré, va sy kién nhan chiu dung ctia Hunt da dén diém giéi han véi Johnny Merrimon.

“Néu cau vén 4o ciu lén ngay bay gio, thir hoi trén than thé ciu c6 bao nhiéu vét bam?”
“T6i ¢6 thé tur lo cho chinh t6i.”

Giong n6i nhr mot phan xa va yéu ot, Hunt ha giong, “T6i dau thé giip cdu duoc didu g nbu cau khong chiu n6i chuyén véi toi.”



Johnny dimg théng, budng chiéc xe dap ra. “Toi di bo,” cau néi, va quay budc.
‘Johnny.”

C4u bé van rao bude.

“Johnny!”

Khi c4u dimg bude, Hunt dat chiéc xe dap trao cho cau. Nhing c4i nan hoa kéu tic tic khi banh xe xoay tron. Johnny cim Ry gi-dong khi Hunt giao tra
chiéc xe dap lai cho cau.

“Cau van gitt danh thiép ctia t6i chir?” Johnny gt dau, tham ttr Hunt tho hét ra. Ong khong thé ndo gl.zu~ thich sy cam thdng ctia 6ng danh cho ngudi ban
tré nay, ngay chit}h ca cho 6ng. C6 thé ong thay dugc mdt dicu gi d6 & caubé. Co thé dng cam nhan ndi dau dit ddi hon cdu bé. “Giit n6 nhé, duge
khong, Goi t6i bat cur Iic nao.”

“Puoc r61.”

“T6i khong mudn nghe vé chuyén cau am nhur thé nay nira.”

Johnny khéng n6i cau nao.

“Cau di thang dén truong hoc chir ha?”

Yén lang.

Tham tir Hunt nhin 1én bau troi trong xanh, rdi nhin cau bé. Téc cau den va udt dam, ham ring nghién chit. “Cén than nhé, Johnny.”
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Chuong 5: Chuong 4

Nguoi doi noi khong ding. Canh sét tién liéu ding phén ny. Johnny da tham sat qua nhidu hangrdo va cura s6 ma cau khong thé nio dém hét dugc.

Céu gd qua nhiéu ctra & bt ctr gior khic ndo va qua d6 chimg kién nhiéu chuyén khé c6 thé chap nhan. Nhitng chuyén ngudi doi lam ¢ noi ngudi ta
tuong chi ¢6 ho va khong ai nhomngo. Cautlrngthaynhleunhoc i hit xi-ke va ngudi I6n an thirc an rét xudng nén nha. C6 An cau thdy mdt ong muc su
trong bo quan 4o lot, mit miii o phimg phimg hét mang ba vo trong lic ba dang khoc. Mot bue tranh x3 hoi dao 1on. Nhung Johnny khong phai ke ngd
ngan. Cau blet nhirng ké khiing dién khoac ra ngoai by mat gidéng nhur bét ky ai. Do vy cu 4m thim hoat dong. Cau ludn budc chiit day gidy va thi mdt
con dao gip trong tti. Cau luon can than.

Cau 4 dura tré thong minh.

Johnny khong quay dau ngé lai cho dén khi c4u di dwoc hai day phd. Khi quay du nhin, cau thiy tham tir Hunt van dtmg trén duong, mot dom miu sic
0 xa tit gitta cac xe 6 t0 sdm miu va dam c6 xanh. Trong mot khoanh khic, 6ng com dimg yén nhur pho trong, sau d6 dua tay 1én vay chdmrai, nhung
Johnny dap xe nhanh mét dang, can than khong dam quay dau nhin lai phia sau. Ong ta lim c4u s hi, va Johnny ngac nhién khong hiéu lim sao 6ng 4y
biét nhitng chuyén nhu vay. Nam

Con s6 bdng dung nay lén trong dau cau.
Nam vét bam

Céu dap nhanh hon, dn hét strc e 1én doi chan cho dén khi keng w6t dam va cai 4o bam chit da thit nhu 16p da thir hai. Cau lao nhanh vé hudng béc,
tit tan cting ngoai ria thi xa, dén c4i noi ma con song ludn chay dudi ciy cau va lan rong ra cho dén khi dong chay khong con siét nita. Cau phéng xe lao
xubng b song va wirt chiée xe kn 16¢. Mau bom manh trong hai 16 tai va hrdi cau niin chat. Hai méit cay x&, cdu dua c6 tay 4o ban thiu 1én chii quet.
Noi day cu timg ngdi cdu ¢4 véi bb. Cau biét rit 16 ca virge nurong nau ¢ dau va nhing con ca phi lau to 16n chui i dudi dy bin mot mét rudi nudc,
nhung nhitng chuyén nay bay gio khong thanh vin d&. Cau s khong bao gioy cau ca & chon nay, nhung cau van dén day.

Noi dy van 3 noi ctia cau.

Johnny ngdi trong béng ram théo déy gidy. Nhing ngon tay run lay bay va cdu ciing khong hiéu tai sao. Poi glay dugc théo ra, ciu so soang tim cdi Iong,
quét nd trén gd mA ctia minh va sau d6 nhét nd vao trong op do. Anh néing mit trdi hét nhitng tia nong gay git trén da thit, cau nhin nhitng vét bam trén
da thit, vét Ion nhat to va ¢6 hinh dang nhur dAu gbi ngudi Ion. N6 6m tron nhirng cdi xwong suon bén tréi va cau nho rat 13 1o Ken tirg ghi ngudi cau
xudng bang du gbi dng ta, ddn hét strc ning co thé ciia g 1én ngudi ciu bét cir khi ndo Johnny cd vimg vang thoét ra.
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Johnny xoay vai, c6 quén ching di, dau gbi ghi trén ngure, ngdn tay ti trén mt.

May s& phai im nhing cai chét tiét ma tao néi..

Nhitng cai tat tai ndy lira trén khudn niit Johnny, trude tién bén ndy, rdi dén bén kia, me ctia ciu bét tinh & phong sau nha.

May... c4i thir nhoc ti chét bam..

Thém modt cai tat, manh hon.

Thing bb may hién gi & dau?

Vét bam gio da chuyen mau vang & ngodi vién, & giita nga qua mau xanh luc; va dau nhoi mdi khi ciu ding ngdn tay 4n vao 16. Da thit & ving vét bam
chuyén sang mau tring mdt vai gidy - tao thanh mbt vong 6-van - va tiép d6 mau sic bién doi trd lai. Johnny lau nuée mét mén chat trén mat clia cau, va
khi di xudng dong song, cau lai vap ngd. Cau bude xudng song, dat lén vao gitra cac ngon chan. Khi ciu lin chii xubng, mjt dong nurée 4m bao phi By
co thé. N6 phu chup, cudn tron ]ay cu, tach roi thé gi6i va bao boc cdu vo diéu kién.

Céu lang thang hai gio & con song, qué lo Fing vé tham tir Hunt nén khong thé mao hiém tiép tuc cong cude tlmkjém, nhung ciing do qué ngd vire vé
truong hoc nén viée di hoc khong con dang vdi thi gio. Céu boi ngang dong song va boi nguoc trd lai, nhay kin xubng dong nurde tir nhimg phlen da
phang nung nong boi anhnang 17t troi Gb troi xép hang hang 16p 16p va gi6 1ong ludt trén mat nuac. Pén gin trura, nguoi mét 1, cu dudi thing nguoi,
ndm trén phién da phang cach cay cAu mudi hai mét v& hudng ha uu, khudt déing sau cy iéu phi quét nhing chiéc 14 dai trong dong nurde den. Xe 6 t6
qua lai lam cho cdy cau rung Ién. Bdng mit hon s6i durge ném cham vio mdm d4 ngay bén canh dau. Cau ngdi bat ddy thi thém mot vién nita bay tring
ba vai. Céu nhin xung quanh khong thay ai. Mot vién da thir ba choi tring chan va vang ra. Cuc soi kha 1on gy dau dieng. “Liéng thém mdt cyc nita [a
may s€ chet.”

Imlang

“T6 biét d6 la cauma, Jack.”

Johnny nghe tiéng curdi, Jack tir bia rimg bude ra. Cau méc cai quanjeans cét cut ngang va doi giay ban thiu. Ao so mi mau tréing nga, v6i hinh anh ca si
Elvis tréing den 16n nguoc in trén d6. Cau deo bald trén vai, tay cAm mdt ndm s6i. Mot bén mdm nhéch Ién, toc boi kem chai nguoc ra sau. Johnny quén
bang di homnay 14 thir Sau.

“Cau di bui ma khong ri t& di cing” Jack budc dén. Céu ta nho nguoi, toc hung vang, mét ndu, mot tay bi thuong tit kha ning, Tay phai binh thuong,
nhung khé ma khong nhén ra cénh tay bén trai. N6 ngin lai va nho, chimng nhur ai d6 dong dinh canh tay ciia dira tré 1én sau vao co thé dira tré tudi gip
doi vay.

Johnny hoi, “cau gidn Em phai khong?”’

“Té dimg yén dé cau ddm mot ¢t | minh hué.”

Jack cudi grong gao. “Phéi ba ddm” hdn nbi.

“Ba dam bang canh tay con gii.”

“Hai ¢Am bang cai biia.” Jack nim ban tay lanh kin, va cudi nhat. “Dimg c6 thach.” Han budc lai gan hon va Johnny co tay lén, kéo vé thii chét vai. Jack
dung xoac chin, co canh tay véi nam dam “Pam thé nay s€ dau don lam day.”

“Damdi, d6 gi mai.”

Jack dAm vao canh tay ctia Johnny hai in. Cau ta d4m thét manh, va khi rét chan vé, mit miii cAu han hoan. “Strc tan ctia c4u chi con bao nhiéu thé thoi
sao!”

Johnny cong cénh tay Ién, quing mdt hon soi va Jack né nguoi tranh. “Lam sao cdu biét t6 ¢6 mit & day?”

“Chuyén d6 dau khé khan gi.”

“Vay tai sao dén gio ny cau moi thod mat dén?”

Jack ng61 xubng phién d4 canh Johnny. B6 ba 16 ra va cu ciing c6i phéng chiéc 4o so mi. Da thit cdu d6 tmg, bung troc tirng ming trén ca hai vai. Soi
day chuyén bé ti deo trén co, mat day la cdy thanh gid bac. N6 Iic lic vung manh khi cu mo cai bald, anh sang bac lap lanh trong nang. “T¢ phai vé nha
lay thém tiep t€. BO t& van ¢ do.”

“Ong ta khong thiy cau chir, ding khong?”” Ong bd ctia Jack i ngudi nghiém khéic, mot 6ng c6m kho tinh, va Johnny tranh né 6ng ta nhu tranh hii.

“Cau thiy t¢ c6 gidng thing ngao khong?” Canh tay kinh kin ciia Jack bién mt vio trong ba 16. “Van con lanh,” cau ndi, va 16i ra mot lon bia. Cau dua



cho Johnny, sau d6 ly ra lon khac.

“Bia Ay trom &.” Johnny lc du quiy quiy. “Cau s& bi dét chay duéi héa nguc cho xem.”
Jack nhanh chong cudi rudi. “Thuong dé s& thong cam cho nhing toi 16i nho bé.”

“D6 khong phai nhitng diéu me cau néi.”

Jack cuoi vang. “Me t6 14 con chién ngoan dao va s¢ troi hon sg rin ma, Johnny. Céu cling biét mi. Ba 4y cau nguyén cho linh hon ctia t6 ctr nhur thé &
s€ boc Ién chay bung nhur ngon dude bat cir Kic nao. Ba caunguyén ¢ nha. Ba con cau nguyén gitra noi cong cong nita.”

“Théidi”
“Céi Jan ma t& bi bit qua tang gian [an? Nhé khong?”
Chuyén d6 d troi qua ba thang, Johnny hdi trdng, “Nhé chir. Gidr hoe modn lich sir.”

“Tui minh c6 mOt budi hop vai thy hiéu trudng, ding khong? Trude khi budi hop chédm dut, me t6 bude t& quy gbi, nguyén cau Thong dé chi cho
duong ngay € thang,”

“Nham nhi qua.”

“Khong nham ti nao. Ong ta qua so hii ba dy. L& ra cau nén nhin khudn mét ong Ay, tham néo tim tai, mot niét llec trom xem chimg ba dy c6 dang nhin
6ng ta khi 6ng ta nhin ba hay khong.” Jack khui lon bia, nhin vai ‘Dau sao cling khong trach 6ng ta duoc. Ba Ay da chim ddm qué sau va ba dy ciing ¢b
ging 10i kéo Ong ta di theo. Tuan roi ba dy thinh muc sw dén nha cau nguyén cho t6.”

“Taisao?”

“Dé phong trudng hop t¢ i thit dam.”

“Té chdng tin mot ti ndo.”

“Doi song n6 ctr nhur mdt vy hai kich,” Jack noi, nhung khong thé ndo con stre dé cudi. Me cAu k ngwoi sor héii dén cudng tin, hanh dién ti sinh va
khong chap nhin bét ctr thoa hiép nao. Ba lu6n canh canh bén minh Jack v6i nhiing de doa bi thi€u chay trong hoa nguc va trimg phat. Cau gia mi sa
mura, nhung nhiing ran nit bat dau hién hién.

Johnny khui lon bia. “Ba dy c6 biét bd cau van ubng khong?”

“Ba dy 16i Thuong dé khong chip nhan nhu vdy, sau d6 bd phai mang ti lanh chira bia ra ngoai nha dé xe, ca ruwou ciia 6ng luén. Piéu nay dudng nhur
giai quyét duoc van dé.”

Jack tu chai bia. Johnny udng mot ngum. “Bia gi ma t& qua Jack.”

“An may ma con doi x6i gac. Pimg lam té ndi gidn ma thui cdu vai qua ddm nira.” Jack tu trng yre modt hoi hét lon bia, sau d6 nhét lon khong vao tii va
161 lon khéc ra.

“Cau lam xong bai luan mdn Lich sir chwa?”

“T& da ndi sao vii cau vé nhitng ti 16i nhd bé?”

Mit Johnny dao mdt vong déng sau hing Jack. “Chiéc xe dap ctia cau dau roi?”
“T6 ciing khong biét.”

“Khong biét tirc 1 sa0?”

“Té ciing khong cam thiy himg thi di xe dap.”

“N6 I chiée xe hiéu Trex tri gid sau trim bac ddy.”

Jack nhin ra xa, nhin vai. “Té& chi nhé chiée xe cil. Vay thoi.”

“Van chura c6 dau hiéu gi sao?”

“Bi mit cip roi, t¢ nghi vay. Mt luén khong bao i tim lai dwoc.”

Ma thuit cua cam tinh, Johpny nghi Chiée xe dap cii ctia Jack 1a loai ba $6, yén ghé ngu xudn, miu vang khe. B4 ciumua cii lai tir ai d6 va it nhit n6
ciing phai nuroi im nam tudi doi roi. N6 da duge sir dung kha 1au. “Bo cau nhdy tau hoa day a?”



Mit Johnny nheo lai nhin canh tay teo nho ca Jack. Jack da t¢ vang ra khoi xe tai khi han moi lén bdn va bi chin dong giy canh tay, xuong tay khi 4 dy
chi I xwong 1ong, Béc si phai mb dé ghép xurong bd vao phin xrong rong, Ong béc si chac ti nghé phai rét kémnén sau d6 canh tay gin nhu ngimg
phat trién. Nhiing ngon tay cling khong ctr dong ding nghia ctia nd. Co bap hoat dong rét yéu ét. Johnny chiing méng quan tim chuyén nay vind khong
quan trong gi dén tinh ban hai dtra. Nhung d6 chi i chuyén khoa Iip. Khi dé cap dén né, Jack dé bj kich dong. Johnny nhin théy anh mit ban liéc nhin.
“Cau nghi t& khong c6 kha ning nhdy tau hoa?” Jack gian dir.

“Té moi chi nghi dén mot anh chang, c4u biét anh ta m.”

Ca hai biét 15 cau chuyén, mot cau bé mudi bén tudi ciing hoc & mdt trudng hoc trong quan da nhdy tau hoa va tay chan khong biét ling ting thé ndo.
Céua 4y roi xudng dudi banh xe va bi nghién durt hai chén: mdt bén & dui, bén kia dudi dau gdi. Cau Ay tré thanh tim gwong ma ngudi nhu Jack can phai

c4n than.

“Théing nhéc d6 1 o chét nhét.”” Jack luc loi bén trong mot c4i tdi phia ngoai ctia ba 1 va mo duge gdi thude 14 hurong bac ha. CAu ta ritt ra mot diéu
bang canh tay tat nguyen va kep né gitra hai ngén tay bé xiu va moi kira. Han rit vao mot hoi va nha khéi tron chir O.

“Bd cau ciing mua thude 14 loai thurong sao?”’

Jack nhin 1én bau troi xanh thdm va rit thém mdt hoi thude. Piéu thude 14 trén ban tay nhd bé cta héin bdng dung to 16n la thuong, “Cau mmot diéu
khong?”” hin hoi.

“Tai sao khong?”

Jack dua cho J o}mny mot diéu va dé cau mdi lra tir dau diéu thube cau ta dang hit dé. Johnny rit vao mdt hoi va ho séc sua. Jack cuoi vang. “Cau chua
phai dan hat thude.”

Johnny bung dAu thube xudng dong song. Nhd nurde miéng xudng dat. “Thude t& qué,” cau nhéc lai. Khi ngwde mét nhin 1én, cu bét gip d6i mét cia
Jack tr6 nhin nhitng vét bam mai trén ngyc va xurong suon cau.

“May vét d6 moi.” Jack noi.

“Ciing khong hin | m6i.” Johnny quan sat dong chay dang kéo mdt khiic gd troi qua tang da. “Cau ké lai t¢ nghe 1an nita di.” Johnny noi.
“Ké chuyén gi?”

“V& chiéc xe ban tii.”

“Troi o, Johnny. Céu that biét céch am mét hét himg thit ctia mdt ngdy vui vé. Tui minh s& con phéi mit bao nhiéu thdi gian n6i di n6i lai chuyén nay.
Chang c6 gi thay d6i ké tir 1an sau cung, Hay thoi gian trude d6.”

“Hay noi cho t& nghe di.”

Jack it mot hoi thude va quay miit nhin di hudng khéc. “N6 chi 1 chiée xe ban tai.”

“Mau gi?”

“Cau ciing biét miu gi ma.”

Jack tho dai, “Mau tréing.”

“Con chuyén nhitng chd mop? Tray xudc? Cau con nhé gi khéc nita?”

“Chuyén da mdt ndm i Johnny.”

“Con gi khac nira?”

“Quy than oi, anh ban. N6 1 chiéc xe miu tring. Mau tréing. Nhu t6 da ndi véi cau. Nhur 6 da khai voi canh sat.”
Johnny chér doi va mot e sau Jack Ry lai binh tinh. “Né 1 mot chiéc xe ban tai mau tring tron,” ciu noi.
“Nhu 13 loai ma dan thg son hay ding.”

“Cau chura bao gio n6i vé chi tiét nay.”

“T6 ¢6 n6i ma.”

“Khong. Cu dién ta né: mau tréing, khong cira s6 déng sau. Cau chura bao gidr n6i nd trong gidng nhur xe ciia dan thg son. Tai sao gidy ndy cdu moi ndi



ra? Hai bén hong xe ¢6 son tran, vang ra ngoai khong?”’

“Khoéng.”

“Thang trén mui xe? C6 gi4 dé thang trén mui khong?”

Jack hit xong diéu thudc va bing du thude xudng dong song. “N6 chi la chiéc xe bén tai thoi Johnny. C6 bé 4y dimg cach xa hai triim mét khi chuyén
nay xdy ra. T¢ cting khong biet chéc do 1a c6 dy cho dén khi t¢ biét dich xac ¢6 ay bi mit tich. Té dang trén dudng tir thur vién ve nha, cling nhur ¢6 ay.
Mot dam ching t6 6 thur vién ngay hom d6. T6 thay mot chice xe tai truon t6i tir trén dinh d6i va dimg lai. Mot ban tay tho ra ngoai cira xe va Alyssa
bude dén canh bén. C6 dy khong c6 dau hiéu so hai hay gi ca. C6 ay don gian bude dén gan.” Han dimg lai. “Sau do thi canh cira mo ra va ai do6 vo ly
¢6 bé. Mot ngudi dan 6ng da trang. Ao thun den. Nhu t6 da néi hang trdm lan r6i. Canh cira dong sam lai va chice xe lao vit di. Toan bo su viée chi
dién ra khoang muoi gidy... Té khdng nhd duoc chi tiét nio khac nita.”

Johnny nhin xudng dat, d4 vao tang da.

“Té xin bi. Té woe gi té da hmmdt cai gi o, nhung t¢ da khong am diéu gi ca. Ctr nhu thé d6 khong phai chuyén tht xay ra.”

Johnny dtmg im king, mit nhin xudng dong song. Sau mdt phit, cau gt dau. “Cho t6 lon bia khac.”

Hai ngudi udng bia va sau d6 boi dudi séng, Jack hit thude 1. Sau mdt gio, Jack hoi: “Cau ¢ mudn di xemmdt vai can nha khong?”’

Johnny ném ket vién d4 va Fic dau. Jack himg thi v6i trd choi ndy, mdt cude mao hiém. Hén wa thich céi trd lo mo rinh rdp va kham phé nhin ngim
nhiing thir ma I& ra con nit chua dugc phép nhin thay. Poi vdi Jack, n6 I tro choi tim cam giac manh. “Hom nay thi khong,” Johnny noi.

Jack budc bd dén chiée xe dap cﬁq Johnny, t& ban dd duoc kep vao gigra nhitng cam xe. Céu 16i to ban dd ra, cAmno 1én. “Cai nay la gi day?”” Johnny
nhin cdu ban, sau d6 n6i cho hin biét cu cham tran véi tham tir Hunt. “Ong ta danh phu dau t6 moi chuyén.”

Jack nghi cAu ban minh néi doc. “Ong ta chi B 6ng com chir ¢6 gl.”

“Bb cu ciing 3 commi.”

“U, va t6 Ay trom bia tir ti lanh cta ong dy. Diéu ndy néi én didu g?” Jack nhd toet nurée bot xudng dat, mot d4u hiéu chung khinh tom gitta hai cau.con
trai. “Thoi nhanh lén. Phai lam mot cai gi chir. N6 s€ gitp cau cam théy thoai méi hon. Ca hai ching ta déu biét chuyén ndy. Va t6 ciing khong thé sudt
ngay ngdi chon chéan & day.”

“Khong duogc.”

“Sao ciing duoc,” Jack noi, va nhet tém ban dd tr6 lai gitra cac cdy camxe. Hin thiy cai I6ng gin chit trén xe dap cta Johnny. N6 duoc treo tong teng
trén mdt cong day that mit vao cdy cot yén xe. Han cam n. “E, day Ia cai gi vay?”

Johnny trirng mit nhin ban minh. “Cha 1 c4i gi hét,” cau noi.

Jack vAn vé céi Ibng gitta cac ngon tay. Anh sang khién cai 16ng lip lanh. Hén nghiéng n6 vé hudng anh sang, “Qua da,” hin noi.

“Té da ndi rdi, dimg co dong dén no.”

Jack thiy ban nghiéng vai, budng cai 1ng xudng, Céi Iong du dua trén soi ddy. “Trdi oi. T& chi hoi mdt cau thoi mé.”

Johnny budng thdng ngon tay, tha ném d4m Jack 1a Jack. Han ciing khong 6 ¥ dinh xau gi. “Té nghe néi anh cau chon choi bong cho Clemson.”
“Céu nghe duoc tin dy 42

“Tin tirc loan tai khép noi.”

Jack lromhon d4 1én, lin hon da tir ban tay nh Ein qua ban tay bi tai nan. “Anh 4y da dwoc doi bong nha nghé san don. Anh ta phé ky Iuc hdi tudn

qua.
Ky lue gi?”

“Chay bong vé dich.”

“Cho doi bong ctia truong?”

Jack [ic dau. “Cho tiéu bang”

“Té nghi bd cau hénh dién Em,” Johnny noi.

“Con trai Ong Ay s& ndi tiéng,” Nu cuoi ctia Jack nhin rét tht, nhung Johnny thiy Jack lai gidu di canh tay bi tai nan ciia hdn that chit sau lung. “Di nhién



ong 4y hanh dién.”

Ca hai tiép tuc udng, Mt trdi én cao hon, nhung dnh sang duong nhr t6i di. Khong khi trg nén lanh hon, nhur i nurée song ty né dong dé. Johnny tu
nira lon thir ba, cau dt lon bia xuong,

Jack xin.
Ca hai khong ban tan gi thém v& ngudi anh trai cia Jack.

Pén giita trua, ca hai ciing nghe tiéng dong co 6 t6 ham may trén duong qudc 19. Chiéc xe ngimg & giita cau, sau d6 & vao con duong mon dan dén bo
song ngay bén trén noi hai dira dang c6 miat. “Chét r6i.”

Jack gidu bién nhitmg lon bia. Johnny choang vdi 40 vao dé che gidu nhing vét bam tim, va Jack gia vos nhur moi chuyén binh thudng, Tir Fu, ca hai da
thong nhat voi nhau xem nén ndi hodc khdng diéu gi.

Mot cai vi st to cao I b ddy dat nhitng cay c6 dai moc um tim giita con dudng mon, va Johnny thay mot clﬂéq xe tai danh bong. Kén ma bong loang
phan chicu anh sang va kinh trurde xe bong nhur grong soi. Khi xe dirng, dong co ri am1, r6i im bat. Ba trong bon canh ctra mo rong, Jack dung thang
nguoi n.

Quénj Jeans xanh. Giy tng. Nhirng bap thit tay cudn cudn. Johnny thiy hét khi nhiing gi trang nién lon tudi hon bu quanh phia dang trude ctia chiée xe
tai. Cau biét va timg giip nhitng ngudi nay. Ho 1 hoc trd trung hoc. Murdi bay, mudi tim tudi. Nhitng g dan 6 10ng, hotic cling gan nhu dan 6ng. Mot
nguoi cammdt xi bourbon trén tay. Ca ba déu phi phéo thudc 1. Ho dimg ngay sat mép duodng noi mi bo dét roi thang xuong dong nurde. Ho nhin
xudng, thay Johnny. Mot ngudi cao, toc vang cd cai bét mau tim than ¢ ¢o, thiic ctii cho vao gi tai xé. “Nhin dudi kia kia,” hin n6i. “Hai thing nhoc cap
H 2

Khudn mt g tai x& khong hé biéu 16 cam xiic.... Ga tay cAm chai bourbon nhép mdt ngum. Jack & dudi hét én, “Cit di Wayne.”

Ga ¢ bt trén ¢b ngung ngay tiéng cuoi.

“Duing viy d6,” Jack ndi. “Tao biét ching may mj.”

Ga tai xé ding lung tay thic vao nguc gi c6 bot trén ¢b. Ga ngudi cao réo, twéng ti khoé manh, dep trai nhur hinh anh in trong postcard. Ga xem
Wayne 12 ké biet xtr su, sau do chi tay xuong Jack.

“Hn 1 em ctia Gerald Cross, ciu nén ton trong hén mdt t.”

Wayne tréu gheo. “Thang nhoc ranh kia 42 T khong the tin nbi.” Ga bude én mdt bude, nghiéng ngudi qua bo ke va to giong, “Anh ctia cau & ra phai
ky hop dong choi cho Carolina,” g ndi. “Cau vé noi voi han a chi cd dam ga mai moi choi cho Clenson.”

Johnny hoi: “Cé phai anh ciing s& choi cho bon 4y khong?”

G tai xé cudi. Anh chang 6m chai bourbon ciing cuoi. Khuon mit ciia Wanye i sam, nhung g tai xé buorc dén phia trude can ngin. “Toi ciing bict
cu,” gi n6i voi Johnny, ngung mot lic gai rit mot hoi thube 14. “Toi xin chia budn vé ¢6 em gi clia cau.”

“Chd mot chit,” Wayne ndi va chi tay. “Céi thing ddy d6 ha?”

“Plng, nd déiy.”

Loi ni phét ra khong mdt cam xtic, con nong gidn tran Ién dén dinh diém. “Toi khong biét anh 14 ai,” Johnny n6i.
Jack khéu canh tay ctia Johnny. “Han 1 con Hunt. Con 6ng tham tir. Tén hén 1a Allen, hoc 16p murdi hai.”

Johnny nhin En thi théy mot sy tring hop giita ong tham tir Hunt véi cAu con trai. Mai toc khéc nhau nhung tang ngurdi nhu nhau. Cling mot anh it
mém diu. “Day 14 chd ciia ching t6i,” Johnny n6i. “Ching t6i dén day trudc.”

Con trai thdm tir Hunt nghiéng nguoi ra phia ngoai mép song, nhung gi khong ming i dén 1 dudi khéo cta Johnny. Ga ni voi Jack. “Da lau t6i khong
gip cau.”

“Sao lai giip 1612 Jack n6i. “Ching ta ching ¢6 gi dé ndi voi nhau. Pén ca Gerald ciing vay.”
Johnny nhin v& huréng Jack. “Hén biét anh trai ctia cau sa0?”
“Mot thoi xa xura.”

Allen dirng théng, “Mot thoi xa xua,” hin néi, khong mdt cam xtic trong 10i ndi. “Ching minh di tim mot noi khac thoi.” Hin xoay ngudi, dimg lai, n6i véi
Jack.

“Nhén v6i 6ng anh ctia cau, t6i giri 1i chio.”



“Tu tim gap anh ta ma n6i.”

Allen khyng lai, sau d6 curdi nhat. Hin ra hiéu voi dam ban, sau d6 cung leo trd lai xe tai, 1o may. Ho tii xe ngugc trd 1én con duong dAt va bién mét
dang; chi con lai duy nhat dong song, ngon gio.

“Tay d6 1a con 6ng Hunt sao?”’ Johnny hoi.

“Piing ro1.” Jack nhd béi nurdc bot xudng dat.

”C6 chuyén gi gitta cau va 6ng anh ctia cdu vay?”’

“Géi,” Jack ni, phong miét nhin ra phia bd song. “Nude chay dudi gim cau.”

Khong khi trd nén chua chat sau d6. Ching bt dugc con rin mréc va tha 16 di, dimg dao khoét 0 tha troi séng, nhung khong giai quyét duoc chuyén
gi. Johnny mubn no6i ra hét nhig gi trong bung va Jack cam nhin dugc dicu nay, cho nén khi tiéng coi tau xe hoa xudi nam vang vong, Jack budc day
gidy va nhét moi thir vao balo. “Té phai chia tay voi cau.”

“Céu c6 chéic khong?”

“Ngoai trir cau mubn déo t& ngdi trén gi-dong vé phd.” Johnny theo Jack 1én trén b séng, “Cau co mudn gip lai t6 khong?” Jack hoi. “Xem mdt bo
phim? Choi tro choi dién tir?”

Tiéng coi tau vang Ién lan nita, gin hon. “Cau thoi di 1 vira,” Johnny n6i.
“Goi t& sau nhé.”

Johnny cho cho dép khi Jack khuét bong, cau théo céi Iong kim cét vao trong 40 va deo soi dy qua c6. Thoc hai tay )q,}éng duéi dong nuée, hat nude
1én mét, sau d6 vuot cai long trén yén xe dap. Nude lam cho n6 lap lanh, tron tudt gitta cac ngdn tay, mdi toanh, dep miit va hoan hao.

Johnny ném thém vai vién d4 xubng dong mude, sau d6 leo Ién néim trén phién d. Mt troi Am ap, khong khi B tm chéin phu, va & mot thoi khéc ndo do,
cau thiép di. Khi bung tinh, cdu chom day. Troi da xé bong: da ndm gio chi€y, co6 thé 1a nam gio rudi. Nhiing ddm miy den kéo xudng cudi chan troi.
Mot con gié lanh mang theo milii vi ctia tréin mura tir khoang cach xa.

Johnny phong voi va khoi tang dé va di ling kiém doi gidy. Khi cam gidy trén tay, cau nghe thay tir xa vang vang tiéng 2o 1l cta dong co nd ey 2-thi.
Chlec xe tir huéng Bic tlen lai gan, nhanh chéng, Tiéng rit to dan thanh tiéng gio ra, mdt chiéc xe gin may dang phi hét toc hre. Khi cai xe gan dén cay
cau, J ohnny nghe thiy tiéng gAm ra ctia mot dong co khac. Chlec nay to hon, chay bang bang trén duong. Johnny ruén ¢b Ién, thiy cot bé tong chay doc
theo cau va tit dang xa i khoang 4 xanh va bau trdi trén nén mau xAm. Chiée cau bit ddu rung 1én ban bat, va Johnny biét cau chura timg nghe bét cir
thir gi dung phai cy cau vi van téc nhanh nhur vay.

Ca hai vurot qua khoang gitra cau, sit thép bong nhién va cham vao st thép. Johnny thiy kim loai nong d6 vang tir tung, néc mui xe, va mdt chiéc xe gin
may xoay tron tung bong trén tri trwde khi hat ving nan nhan L qua khoi lan can cau. MOt cai chin cong gip trdng chimg nhu khong thé ndo cong hon
duoc, hai canh tay hit tung Ién, va Johnny biét day 1 mot 181 lim nghiém trong, mot ngudi dan dng hét vang,

Nan nhan bj phong vang roi xubng chan ciia Johnny kéu vang mot tiéng, ¢6 tiéng kéu ring rac ctia xuong cot gay fia. Ngudi dan ong mic chlec 4o dinh
dAy bun dit va chiéc quan mau ndu. Mot canh tay bi bé quét ndm sau lung, nhing goc do giét ngudi, nguc ctia gi bi I5m sau vao trong, Hai it gi mo

trimg trimg voi méu xanh biée la ling,

Tiéng théng rit trén duong nhira. Johnny bude dén gin nguroi dan ong bi nan, da mit ngudi Ay bi bong hét mot bén, mit bén phai day mau. Mat con lai
nhin Johnny nhu theé cau co thé ctru dugc mang ong ta.

O trén duong nhura, dong co miy gim . Vo banh xe rit 1én khi bi gai s6 de. Johnny cam nhén sy rung chuyén khi chiéc xe Iti lai Ién trén cAu.
Quai ham ngudi dan 6ng bi thurong kho nhoc cir dong. “Hén s& trd lai.”

“Khong sao d4u,” Johnny néi. “Chiing t6i s& giip 6ng.” Cau quy dudi dét. Nguoi dan 6ng chia tay va Johnny véi t6i. “Moi chuyén s& 6n thoi.”
Nhung g3 dan 6ng m ngo 161 n6i ctia Johnny. Vi stec manh rét kinh ngac, gi kéo cau lai gin hon. “Toi da tim thiy c6 bé.”

Johnny tap trung nhin vao d6i mbi ngudi dan 6ng, “Ong da tim thiy ai?”

“C6 bé b bt coc.”

Johnny run ban nguoi. Than thé ngudi dan 6ng co clmg, méu tudn trio ra tir mOm bén vao 4o ctia Johnny. Johnny ciing khong dé y chuyén nay. “Ai?”
Cau hoi lan nira, va 16n tiéng hon. “Ai?”

“T6i da tim thiy co 4y...”



Bén trén, dong co 6 t0 dimg méy & 0. Ngwoi dan dng bi nan nhuéng mity mos mat, sur so haii cua @i hién hién rt rd. Ga kéo Johnny dén gan hon va ciu
ngtri thay miii mau va nhin 19 ndi tang ngurdi dan dng bi v& nat. Hai mat gi gap nép ¢ nhi€u goc, va Johnny nghe thay tiéng thi thao.

“Chay di...”
“Cai gi?”

Ngudi dan 6ng ndm chit tay hon. Johnny nghe thdy tjéng méay nd dong co dm am phéanh phach, sau d6 mot thir gi nhur sét thép va cham trén nén xi ming,
Tay ngudi dan 6ng bam qua chét, mong tay 6ng ta cat vao da thit Johnny.

“ViChta...”

Co thé ong ta lai co gidt mdt an nira, xwrong sdng co chit, canh tay giy vin veo.”

“Chay di.”

Johnny nhin xudng, thy mdt chiéc dé ung dap trén nén dat, va diéu gi d6 nhanh chong dén trong dau.
DPay khong phai mot tai nan.

Johnny nhin vé& huréng cdy cau va thiy mot céi bong to lon dang di chuyén: cai dau, c4i vai, mdt ngudi dan dng di chuyén 6 phia ding trude chiée 6 0.
Céi béng ngudi dan 6ng nhu mot ménh gidy cat ngugc. Johnny cam nhan duge méu trén hai ban tay minh, wét dinh va mdi lic mot lanh ngt.

Khong phai mt tai nan.

Thi thé nguoi dan 6ng co clmng, dAu va vao dat, got chan dim thinh thich. Johnny b gang kéo tay gl ra, cAu phéi gidt nd ra voi tit ca strc hre. Tiéng dn
trén cay cau. Su chuyén dong, Sur so' hi nhur mdt hudi dao nhon ddm vao phin dudi va cim sau vao bén trong. Ca doi Johnny chura bao i s hi nhur
ltic ndy, ngay ca cai ngay khi cau thirc ddy va biét bd minh da bo di xa, nhitng lic me thiép di va 6ng Ken vi anh mit nhin lap lo¢ kinh sg. Lic ndy
Johnny that sy khiép SO.

Run cting.

Sau d6 cau xoay nguoi va chay doc theo con song, lao xubng con dudng mon. Céu chay cho dén khi ¢b hong kho chay, cho dén khi qua tim trong long
ngire cao cau mudn so ctii phong ra ngoai. Cu chay thyc mang va chay trong ndi so hdi. Cau chay cho dén khi con ¢ quy khong I tir trong bong tbi
thinh finh bude ra va tom By cau. Johnny gio thét.

Ban dang doc truyén Khuic Céu Hon duoc tai mién phi tai WWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 6: Chuwong S

Levi Freemantle vac mot thir quy gid trén vai ctia gi. D6 13 mt cai thing néing, boc hai lan trong Ip nhira den va dan k¥ lai bang bang keo bac. Rat it
ngudi c6 thé vac n6 di xa nhu Levi, nhung Levi khong nhu nhig ké khac. Han phot 1 su dau dén thé xac, 1 luén cam giac né dang & trén vai. Hin ctr
thé budc chan trén con duong mon va chi mé mdm khi chuyén mubn n6i dang tran n trén déu. Hén Fing nghe 161 hudn thi ctia Chua trong dau va di doc
theo con song nhur d& dwoc me day tir khi con tim bé. Con song I con song, chiing bao gior thay di, va c6 1& Levi da di bo trén con dudng mon ndy ca
trdm lan. Khong phai hin dém gioi nhur vy, nhung con s6 hang triim ¢ nghia 1 nhiéu Em

Hin di bo rt nhidu lan.

Levi trong thdy mot cau bé da tring trurde khi nghe tiéng ctia n6. Cauta phéng nhanh théing vao hén, lao xudng xé toac con dudng mon nhu ma quy dudi
theo sat gay va doi khat mudn an thit nd. Dauthangbe rut vao doi bo vai gy 0, khudn miit do tia, hai chan nhay qua nhimg tang da va 6 ga trong khi
nhitng canh cay d4p manh vao mit thing bé. Thing bé khong nhin lai phia déng sau, chura timg mdt lan, va canh tong hét nhu mdt con thi dang bi san
dudi.

Levi mudn nhurong dudng dé thing bé vurot trude minh, nhung khong con mdt chd nio dé tranh. Chi 6 con séng va nhitng céi cy, nhung Levi cao t6i
gAn hai mét va ning hon mot tram ba muroi kilogram. Nhirng nguoi ¢6 sing deéu tim kiem gi. Canh sat v6i cong tay dat trén thét hrng, nhan vién an ninh
v6i gy gbe va ny cudi dc hiém Do d6 Levi cau nguyén Chiia g3 phai lam the nao, va Chiia bao vdi ga gitr lay cu bé. Khong duoc Amdicu gi hai deén
céu ta, Chiia ndi nhur the. Chi gitr lay no.

“Thit vy sa0?” Levi thi thim hoi, nhung Chia khong tré 10, do d6 Levi nhin vai, bude mdt chén ra khoi cai ciy to va néim Hy thing bé bang cénh tay
to Ion. Thang bé hét 1én kinh hai, nhung Levi gitt lay nd nhe nhang hét strc c6 the. Ga ta ngac nhién, khi Chiia nhan véi gi ndi véi thang bé nhing gi.

“Chtia ndi...,” hin bt dau.
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Nhung Levi da khong ni du nhanh. Thing bé (;énnnnhvéo nhimng ngdn tay cta Levi cho dépkhigia thit nirt v ra nhur qua nho. Rang thing bé cén sdu
xuOng tan xuong tuy, va mAu bét dau tudn ra x0i xa. Qua dau don, Levi hat vang thang bé xuong dat. Han méc cam t0i 10i khi lam nhur vay, nhu the han
lam cho Chua that vong vé han. Nhung vét can qua dau.

CAubé lin ra va bat dimg dily trén hai chan, cAu bién mit nhur con tho, nhung Levi khong hé nghif gi can thiét phai dudi theo. Hin khong thé chay voi cai
thing quA ning trén vai, va han cting khong thé nao bo chay dé chiéc thing ¢ lai, cho du chi la mot vai gidy phit. Do d6 han 6mngon tay day mau va
ude con dau s ngimg ngay nhu khi bat dau. Sy dau don lam han nghi dén vo hén, va qua chra cai dau nao nhur cai dau ny, do d6 han ding mot tay
gitr chit ngon tay dam mau va ling nghe 161 ctia Chia. Khi Chiia n6i chuyén duoc véi han, Negudi bao thét t6t néu biet dugc chuyén gi khien ciu bé kia
cam dau chay thuc mang,

Levi nhin d6i vai khong 16.

“Chuia n6i va Levi budc di.”

Chuyén thit B budn cuoi.

Phai mét hai muroi phit dé di dén cy cau. 'Mau loang trén cac phién da den thim, va Levi Fing nghe rat k¥ trudc khi dat chiée thing xubng dét roi bude
ra phia bén ngoai cdy duong licu. Han mu6n ai d6 n6i cho hin bict phai lam gi va Chia thi hoan toan bict tim. Mot ngon gi6 nong thoi ngang d6i ma han
va sam chdp di ding tir hudng tay. Khong khi mang ning nui kho ngdt ngat dang 1én tir cat bui dudi gim cau va cd cam giac n6 dang tinh dién.

Levi nghe thiy 4m thanh trén dong song. Hén nghiéng dau, ling nghe ca phit ddng hd trrde khi quyét dinh nd chi 1 tiéng nurée xudi dong, Hodc co thé
4m thanh ctia rén bo trong c6. Hodc cua ghe trong cac hdc dé doc theo bd con song,

Nhung khong phai Chua.

Khi Chiia én tiéng, Levi cam nhan dugc khong khi dé ning trén nguoi; gi cam thy binh an, ngay ca khi hin nhé lai nhitng chuyén xu xa hdn da hm
Cho nén day khong phai 1a Chua.

Hién dumg trude mot thi thé va dau hén khong suy nghi 16 rang duoc. Khong phai hén so hai - miic dit hén cam giac dang c6 nhidu cy dinh nho, bén
nhon d4m tua tiia dAing sau giy ctia hén - Levi cam théy dau budn cho sb phan ngudi dan 6ng hinh thi bién dang nay. Bat hanh cho c4i than hinh bim
dap va mau me Iénh lng chay ndy. Cimg do, niit mo tron trimg, v hon.

Levi bon chon hét dimg doi chan bén nay lai dén chan bén kia. Han r vudt nhitng vét seo trén khudn miit minh, ln da phia bén phéi dudng nhur mudn
chdy nhdo xudng. Han khong biet lam gi hon, danh ngdi xuong chd doi 101 phan ctia Chua.

Chia s& biét.
Chua long lanh v cung,
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Chwong 7: Chuong 6

J ol}rmy v& dén con dudng quen thude khi it troi vira in va anh séngrchuyén qua mau tim. Am thanh cia ban dém bét du vang Ién tir khu rimg. Cau ca
nhac trong dau don, nhung trong long tran day hy vong. Hurng hure phan khich.

Téi tim thdy ¢6 bé.

Ong tim thiy ai?

C5 bé bi bit coc.

Johnny Eip di lip lai nhimg chix d6 trong dAu, tim kiém mot 1y do ndo phu nhéin thir camxtic da gifp céu vuot qua duoc sir dau don lan toa tir doi chan.
Tém dam duong, phén Ion chay b, va hoan toan khong gidy dép. Poi chan cta cdu bi rach nat day vét cat, , chan phai nguy ngép hon, bi ménh ve chai

cat mdt vét siu trong lic chay tron gi khong 16 v6i cai thimg trén vai toan tinh vd chup cau. Miéng Johnny van virong mixi mau, dat c4t bam trén da thit
cau. Cau cd ging xua di nhitng y nghi vé g d6. Thay vao do, ciu nghi v& em gii va me clia minh.

Johnny vurot Ién dinh ngon ddi sau cing, gio 4m thdi ép nguoc manh vao nguoi Cau ‘Ehéy dén dudng vuron ra ngoai 1& duong Cira sb. Nha cira. Tét ca
trépg thit bé nho dudi bau troi rm‘}u tim, tat thay canh rirng den tham nhur bi day ép vé phia duong quoc 16 mau den. Thém mdt dam duong nira, cdu tu
nhic nhd minh. Thém mdt ngon doi nita.
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Me cau mudn nghe diéu cau da duoc nghe.

Céu lao xubng déc, va khong nghe thiy tiéng xe chay trén lung ddi ding sau. Cau muong tuong khong biét tin nay s& tac dong nhur thé nao dén me.

Gitp ba ra khoi grong. Gidp ba khong con i thude vao thude. N6 ¢6 thé la mot bude khoi dau hoan toan méi me. Ca hai me con, va em i Alyssa.
B0 ctia cau sé€ tr¢ vé doan tu.

Ho ¢6 thé tr& vé cain nha cil.

Bong dén pha xe 6 0 chiéu vao Johnny va cau dat vao & duong. Bong cia cdu d6 vé hudng trdi, roi chao dao khi chiéc xe iy lai thang béng va dimg
hén lai. Johnny day 1én noi kinh s¢, sau d6 nhanra xe 6 t6 cta g Ken. N6 Ia chiéc Cadillac to 1on mau tréng, v6i nhimg canh bén va chir vang ghi 16 chir
Escalade. Cira kinh bén phia nguroi tai x ha xuong. Lan da ndu vang du dé che giau boc mb dudi hai bén mat. “Chii may bien dau mat vay?” Johnny lac
dau, thd doc. “Lén xe, Johnny. Ngay bay gio.”

Johnny khum ngudi xubng, “Toi khong .. Cau thi ndm ddm sin bén hong. Ga Ken kéo cin s6 xe vao vi tri dd, tong canh cira mo tung, “Dumg 6 cai loi
61, anh nhdi kia. Hay 1én xe ngay lap tirc. O nha me cdu dang tan nat c5i long vi cau day. Ca thi xa dang ring dong” Ga Ken leo ra ngoai xe. Ong ta cao
va niing né, bd dang khong giong ai ma Johnny cho ring chi ¢6 nhitng ngudi dan ng trung nién moi nhur vdy. Ong ta deo chiéc dng ho vang, toc thura,
va nét cudi trén khudn mét ddi voi Johnny khéng mang mt y nghia gi.

Giong ndi Johnny tré nén khé khan. “Tan nat c6i long vi chuyén gi?”

Ga Ken ra énh bang ban tay to béo. “Lén xe. Ngay bay gio.”

Johnny leo vao xe va truon ngudi ngang qua chiée ghé boc da ém ai. Ken kéo can sb, va Johnny nghi &én nguoi dan 6ng bi giét.

Toi da tim thiy c6 bé.

sksksk

Ngdi nha dén dube séang choang nhur lé Noel: dén bén trong, dén bén ngoai, xe canh sat dau chéo goc trong sén va san vuon nhur duge quét son voi anh
sang dén chdép xanh. Cénh sét trong dong phuc dung dudi bau troi toi den, Johnny thay sing, may dién dam, va dui cui lang cong deo tong teng ¢ that
lung ho.

“Chuyén gi xay ra vay?”

G Ken mo cira xe, ding tay chdp Iy ¢d Johnny. Nhitng ngon tay bam sau vao bap thit mong va Johnny gidy giua.

“Ong lam t6i dau.”

“L& ra nd phai dau hon nita.” Ga Ken kéo cau ngang qua ghé va ra hiin khoi xe. Tay 6ng ta budng ra va 6ng ta nhoén cudi khi bat gip cai nhin ctia
nhitng vién canh sat. “Toi tim duoc cdu nhoc 101, 6ng ta tuyén bd, va ho dimg lai & dudng vao nha khi me ctia Johnny bude ra san trude. Ba mic chlec
quén jeans va 40 so' mi miu ndu nhat nhur mau s6eola sita. Steve bude ra dimg bén canh ba. Johnny budc thém bude nita, va me ciu lao nhanh xubng
khoi bac thém, toc tai bu xil, mét wét ddm va dién loan. Ba dang rong canh tay 6m chim Ky cau, giong yéu ot: “Chiia oi. Con da di nhimg noi dau vay?”
Johnny khéng sao hiéu dugc. Nhidu lin cau da vé nha khi troi tdi. Nhiéu ngy ba ciiing khong hé biét cau con trai minh ¢ & trén giudng hay khong, Nhin
qua bo vai me, Johnny thay mot vién canh sat dua may lién lac 1én. “Tong dai. 20 - 7. Lam on bao cho tham tir Hunt ching t61 tim duoc Johnny
Merrimon. Cau ay dang 6 nha.”

Giong ndi & & trong méy ghi nhan 16 nhitng gi vién canh sat vira bao co. Vai gidy dong ho sau, tiéng ré ré ctia méy lai vang Ién. “20-7, xin kru y. Tham
tir Hunt dang trén duong dén vi tri ctia ban.”

“10-4, tong dai.”

Johnny cam nhéin vong tay 6m cta me ndi long ra dan. Ba ddy cau I v& phia sau, va bt thinh finh ba Fic manh nguoi cau, gio thét Ién: “Con khong bao
g0 duoc lam diéu dy nhé khong! Khong bao gio! Con ¢6 nghe me ndi khong? Con ¢6 nghe khong? Noi 1 con nghe me! N6i dil” Sau d6 ba lai nam lay
cau mdt Ian nira. “Chua oi, Johnny. Mg lo cho con qua!.”

Johnny bj Fic va siét chét, sy rung qué manh khién ciu phéi rét kho khéin msi thét dugc lén 1o, Canh sat di chuyén xubng khoi bic tam cAp, va Johnny
gip Steve. Ong ta van lon bang anh mat. Khi d6 Johnny hi€u tai sao. “Trudng hoc goi dién thoai a?”

Me cau guc dau vao co cau. “Trudng hoc ho dong céljg ngay sau gio' an trua. Ho goi dén nha va noi ho khong tim thiy con, do d6 me goi chu Steve;
nhung cht ay bao da tha con xuong truong, Chu ay thé nhu vay. Va con khong tré vé nha, va me nghi rang...”

Johnny kéo minh thoat ra khoi vong tay me. “Tai sao truong hoc lai khod cong?”
Me cdu mon trén mot bén ma. “O, Johnny.” Nhirng ngén tay ctia ba run Iy bay, nong Am. “No6 lai xay ra nita rdi do.”

“Chuyén gi xay ra?”’q



Me cau suy sup. “Thém mdt ¢d bé khac bi bt coc. Ngay 6 san choi trrdng hoc, ho nghi vdy. Mot hoc sinh 16p bay. Tiffany Shore.”
Johnny chép mit. Loi ndi nhu phan xa ty nhién. “Con biét Tiffany.”
“Me ciing biét nd.”

Giong ctia ba lac di, Johnny ¢ biét me minh suy nghil dén chuyén gi. Tiffany Shore dang hoc 16p bay. Trac tudi nhur Alyssa khi ¢ bé bi bat coc. Johnny ic
dau. Cau nghi dén 101 trin trdi ctia gi dan 6ng, Khi 6ng ta ndi ong ta tim thiy 6 bé, han y chi ¢ em gai ctia Johnny, ¢6 bé Alyssa. Khong phai Tiffany.
Khong phai c6 bé ndo khac. “Chuyén d6 khong thé ding,” Johnny néi; nhung me céu nirc n6' khoc, va Johnny cam gidc niémhy vong dang dong bang.
Céu c6 cam giac n6 sup do thanh tro bui. “Chuyén d6 khong thé ding,” cau noi mot Jan nita. Me cdu lay lai thiing bang trén d6i chan, tim kiém 1oi 18
ding; nhung mdt vién canh sat budc t6i trude khi ba tim dugc 101, “Cau tré,” 6ng dy ndi, va Johnny nging 1én, “C6 phai trén 40 so mi ctia cau dinh mau
khong?”

Ban dang doc truyén Kfnic Cau Hon dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.
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MEit troi kin, ngoai troi toi sdm, Levi chér doi trong cai than thé thurong tich. Ga buc minh véi ki rudi bu kin va ngon tay dau nhire tt do am gi tin ngan
khong biét c6 phai Chia nudn thir thich minh hay khong, Ga timg di xem & nha thd va biét Chuia lam nhitng chuyén nhu thé nay; nhung Levi chéng [
mdt con ngudi dic biét. Ga quét don san nha dé muru sinh. Céi thé gidi nay chi im cho gi thém ngd vire. Nhung on goi ctia Thién Chia d3 dén voi gi
trong bay ngaty nay. N6 dén nhur 10i thi thio mong manh va né mang lai sy binh an khi thé gidi ngoai kia dudng nhur tim i va nghiéng vé bén t6i 16i. Mot
tuan I& thi thio tao ra mdt 16 hdng to 16n trong dau gi dan 6ng khi nhitng 161 n6i mong manh d6 chém dut, va Levi khong sao hiéu duoc tai sao gior ndy
Chuia lai yén king. Ga | m0t tén ti trong an virot nguc dang ngdi bét dudi dt chi cach thi thé nguoi dan 6ng ba mét. Ga di lang thang khong muc dich
trong bay ngay qua.

Toi di vong quanh thé gii trong bay ngay.

Tiéng néi thdi vio Levi nhu con hbng thuy, nhung n6 mang 4m huong khéc biét. N6 lung linh di vao, mo dén I di ra, va lam cho sur suy tu khong tron
ven. Levi nin thd, xoay dau, nhung tiéng n6i i khong trd lai. Levi biét gi khong phai nguoi thong minh - vo' 3 ndi v6i gi nhur vy - nhung 3 cling khong
hén ngu mudi. Ké c6 tién 4n hinh syr dimg s6 16 gan thi thé thi chi thém réc rdi. Con dudng qudc 16 ndm ngay phia trén diu ctia gi. Do d6 Levi quyét
dinh i Chuia ciing phai chd. Chi mot Jin ndy.

Ga quy bén canh tir thi ke x4u sb, Iuc loi cac ti. Ga tim thiy chiéc vi va layhet tién it trong vi vi g doi bung. Ga xung i voi Chua, sau d6 vit chiéc
v1xuongdatvasap xép ngay ngin tir thi g3 dan ong. Ga kéo tro]alcatﬂltaygayblquatrasauhmgva sdp xep hai canh tay dan vao nhau trude nguc
cho nguoi xau s6. Ga thoc ngdn tay vao ving mau déc quanh va ]amdauthanhglatrenvangtranxam)ﬂt lang béng, va sau d6 vubt mot it con mo ciia
nan nhan. G2 cau nguyén Chua ctru roi don nhén linh hon ké x4u sb.

Xin dén nhan.
Xin ctru 1oL,
G4 thiy anh chdp sang lo khi g dimg Ién.

Trén ban tay cua ké xAu s, mdt miéng vai vun nghen gilta hai ngon tay. Levi kéo n6 tudt ra d& dang Bac miu va te tua, nhin gidng nhur miéng vai ciia 40
so mi bi cat rdi hodc xé rach ra. N6 dai khoang bang chlec gidy clia embé, bac phéch va ban thiu, c6 théu tén trén do. Levi khong thé doc chit, cho nén
chir viét trén do hoan toan khong c6 nghia gi, nhung miéng vai niu tring va kich ¢ vira du thi hitu dung, G cudn né vong quanh ngén tay bi chay mau
va ding ring thét nit, kéo that chit.

O dudi bong cdy duong liu, g dimg lai ngay canh kién hang ning né boc trong nhya plastic. Ga ding tay vudt doc kién hang, va sau d6 vac né trén
vai. Vi bat ky nguoi dan 6ng nio khac, né c6 thé rét ning né, va chi nghii vé né thoi da lam nguoi ta chim budc. Nhung véi Levi thi khong nhur vay. Ga
khoé manh, c6 muc dich; va khi nhyra plastic co sat vao vanh tai, gi nghe dugce 10i ran day cia Chiia. Loinoi. Loi khuyen khich haly lam t6t cong viéc, va
101 khuyén hay tiép tuc cat budc.

G4 di khudt ném muroi phit sau thi canh sat c6 mt.

Xe cta tham tr Hunt dumg lai ¢ trén céLL O déy khong c6 dén duong, khong c6 nha. Bfiu troi den mi), Fin chan troi tim thim vé hudng tay. O phia trén,
nhing cym miy giong triu xudng, va tiéng uynh uynh kho khan dong hai lan trudc khi sim chdp danh. Mot hang doc xe 6 t6 mang huy hiéu vdi dén chop
tht, tro t6i d4u sat ddng sau xe cta thim tir Hunt. Nhiéu dén roi bt 1én chiéu sang ca cay cau. Hunt quay qua Johnny dang ngoi ghe dang sau ctng voi
me cau. Khudn mét ho den sam, va 6ng thiy nhimg soi toc ciia ho dung dimg trén phong nén ctia dén pha chiéu t6i tir nhitng chiéc 6 t6 phia ding sau.
“Cau khong sao chir ha?” 6ng hoi. Khong c6 cau tra 11. Me ciu 6m chit con trai. “Day ding la ch 4y phai khong, Johnny?”
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Johnny nuét nurée bot. “Diing i ddy.” Cau chi tay. “Phia bén d6 ctia cay cau. Thang xubng dudi.”
“N6i cho t6i nghe thém mdt Jin nira gi 4y ndi gi. Tomg chit mdt.”

Giong ctia Johnny nghe nhur chét rdi. “Toi da tim thiy co dy. C6 bé b bét coc.”

“Con gi khac khong?”

“Ong ta ndi voi chéu hdly chay di. Ong ta n6i vé nguoi dan ong trong xe.”

Hunt gat dau. Ho da ndi di ndi lai chuyén ndy séu hogc bay ln. Tat ca nhiing gi da xay ra. “Khong c6 diéu gi khac dé chau nghi ong y noi vé ¢6 em géi
ctia chau a? Ong ta khong hé n6i dén tén ctia c6 bé hodc dién ta bat cur dicu lién quan a?”

“Ong ta n6i vé em Alyssa.”
“Johnny...”
“Ongta c6 ma!”

Péu ciia Johnny nghiéng vé phia 4nh sang git ciia dén pha, va Hunt mu6n vo 1én vai chang trai tré, an ui cdu moi chuyén s& khong sao; nhung nhiém vy
cua 6ng khong phai la cru do tat ca ching sinh, cho du 6ng mubn dén mire 130 ching nira. Ong liéc mit qua ba Katherine Merrimon. Ba ngdi do, nho
thé va bat dong, 6 ongcungmlonanwvo vé ba; nhung nhing tinh cam that 14 t& nhi. Ba ta that dep, that mong manh va suy sup, nhung ba ta la mjt nan

nhan, va ¢6 nhimg diéu 18 quy dinh vé vn dé ndy. Do vay Hunt tap trung vao vu dn, giong ctia dng cimg git. “Hy vong rt mong manh, Johnny a. Cau
nén chuén bj tim Iy. Chuyén d xay ra mot nidm roi. Rét c6 thé nguoi dan ong 4y nbi dén co bé Tiffany Shore.”

Johnny Fic d4u, nhung van im king, Khi me cdu lén tiéng, giong ctia ba nghe nhur giong dira tré. “Toi biét Tiffany,” ba noi.

Ba da néi nhur vay hai lan, nhung khong ai de y didu nay. Johnny chop miét va thiy hinh bong cia c6 gai mat tich. Tiffany 1a c6 g i nho, toc vang, it
xanh, c6 vét seo trén canh tay trdi, va c0 san sang ké mot cau chuyén hai hude ngu ngo cho bét cir ai mubn nghe. Cau chuyén vé ba con khi, mdt con voi
va mdt con ga tréng. C6 1 mdt 6 bé ngoan. Lubn ludn nhur véy.

“Ga dan 6ng trén cdy cau,” Hunt bt du. “Cau c6 nhé didu gi khac khong? Céu c6 thé nhan dién duoc g3 khong?”

“Ong ta chi & mdt hinh bong, Mot cai gi d6 di chuyén. Chau khong thiy rd miit ong ta.”

“Con chiéc xe thi sao?”

“Khoéng, Nhu chau da néi.”

Tham tir Hunt nhin xuyén thiu qua ctra kinh khi nhidu canh sat ra khoi xe tuln tra va nhidu bong ngudi duoc anh sang dén dudng hit Ién thanh cau. Ong
khong vui vé cho im. “Ngdi yén & ddy,” ong noi. “Bing ra khoi xe.”

Ong tréo ra khoi xe, dong sam canh ctra lai phia sau lung, va cam nhn khong khi hién truong. Mui khong khi 4m thip, nang né tir dong song. Bong dém
bao trim gam cau, tham tir Hunt doi nit vé hudng bic nhur thé 6ng ¢ thé thay duong vat cat thét to ctia mién dong qué dé manh xu6ng quén hat den th
i cach hai muroi dam dam lay kéo dai ra dong song, dudi chin nhirng ngon doila mng sOi. Mot giot mura lanh rét xudng gb md, 6ng cho goi vién canh
sét gan nhét. “Kéo dén pha chiéu xubng phia dudi thanh cau,” 6ng n6i. “Dudi d6.” Ong di chuyén vé hudng lan can cau trong khi canh sat kéo dén pha
tir xe tuAn tra va roi anh sang nhur mili tén bén sdu vao min dém. Khi ho roi dén xudng bd ké con séng, anh sang chiéu thing vao mdt tir thi nam dudi
dat.

Chiéc xe dap ctia Johnny Merrimon nm trén miit dt céch thi thé khoang mdt mét rudi.

Lay Chta.

Cau bé ndi ding,

Céc nhn vién dudi quyén di chuyen qua lai xung quanh Hunt. Duéi quyén diéu dong ciia 6ng 1 bdn vién canh sét va nhén vién diéu tra hién truong, Ong
nghe mdt loat am thanh 15p dop ngat doan trén kinh trude 6 t6, cam nhén nhitng hat mura nang vo tung trén dinh dau. Mura bt dau trit xuong, va rat
ning hat. Ong dung tay ra hicu. “LAy tAm bat che phi thi thé. Nhanh chong Ién. Téi ciing mudn c6 bat che én thanh cau, ngay cho ndy.” Ong lién tuong

ydennlnrngvet cao cua son, va nhimg manh kinh v& vang vai trén thanh cau. “Dau do gin day 1 chiéc xe gin may. Hay ¢b timné. Va ai d6 di kiém
mdt cai Bu dil” Sam sét nd vang troi, dng ngude mit 1én nhin. “Tinh hinh ndy chi cang ic cang t& hon.”

sksksk
Bén trong xe, Johnny cam thiy me c4u bét dau run 1én ban bat. Bat dau tir canh tay ctia ba, rdi di chuyén én hai ba vai.
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Ba lam ngo cau va Iuc loi tiii xach. Phia dudi xe t6i mi, ba dua chiée ti xach Ién cao, huéng vé phia dnh sang bong dén. Johnny nghe thay tiéng loc coc



cua nhiing vién thudc trong lo nhyra. Ba Jic Iy vai vién vao long ban tay, ngira dau vé phia sau va nudt khong can nuoc. Chiéc tiii xach roi trd lai vao
bong tdi amu va dau ba dép manh vao thanh ghé, bat lai. Giong ciia ba tréng rdng cam xiic. “Dimg bao gid im didu Ay nita,” ba noi.

“Trdn hoc?” Johnny hoi.

“Khong”

Gidy phit yén ling ngdt ngat. Long nguc Johnny budt gia lanh cong,

“Pumg lm me hy vong” Ba xoay du qua. “Dimg bao gid im nhur vy v6i me nira.”

skksk

Ho dung xong can 1éu tru6e khi troi d6 mura nhur trit mrde. Hunt ngdi xudng bén canh tir thi trong khi chiéc 1éu rung chuyén va lic manh. Vai bat dap
vao nhau tao thanh nhitng ting dong manh khién dng phai hét to moi nguroi moi nghe duoc tiéng ong. Hai vién canh sat cam dén chicu; mbt nhén vién
dicu tra hién trurong va bac sikham nghiém quy goi canh tir thi. Dimg phia trén Hunt, mt vién canh sat noi: “Nude s€ chay ¢ phia dudi trong thoi gian
ngan.” Hunt dong y. Gidng bao nhiing ngay giap hé thuong ning hat va két thic nhanh chong, nhung lwong nurde ¢d the trit xudng rat lon. Mot con giong
tAm .

Tham tir Hunt nghién ctru khuon mat bé bét ‘mau, sau do la dogn xwong gl v& doi voi manh nhon dém tua tia khi canh tay bibé quat goc. Cau ght
dong tang trén quan 4o cula tr thi; nd den, gannhu’ xanh Iyc, bét vun vao quén 40 va vao dé gidy. Miti gi 46 vrong vaii, mot thir gi d6 hiru co, mot thir gi
d6 vurot xa mili vi clia dong song va cai chét moi day. “C6 biét thém dugc dicu gi khong?”” Hunt hoi ngudi bac sikham nghiém tir thi.

“G ta Ia ngudi cuong trang. Bap thit san chic. Ngoai ba muroi, t6i ¢6 thé n6i vay. Mot nhan vién ctia 6ng dang gitt vi clia ngudi nay.”

Hunt nhin tham tir Cross, ngudi dang gitr céi vi dung trong ttii nylon tang vét. Cross cao I6n, khuon miit ¢6 nhiéu nep nhin va ning né déng sau dén pha
sang ryc. Ong ta ndm nay ba tam tudi va da muoi ndm ting su ¢ s& canh sat. Ong ta ndi tleng 12 mdt thirong s tudn tra thue dung, dam lwoe dudi 4p Iuc
cong viée va trd thanh tham tir didu tra chura duroc sau thang thAm nién cong vu. Cross kn tiéng khi trao lai chiéc vi

“Bang l4i xe ghi tén 6ng ta 1 David Wilson. Hién tang, Khong deo kinh. Cu ngy ¢ khukhé gia, mang trong nguoi mot the thu vién va mot tap day bién
lai nha hang: mdt s0 ¢ Raleigh, mdt s6 ¢ Wilmington. Khong deo nhan cudi. Khdng c6 tién mit. Hai thé tin dung van con trong vi.”

Hunt nhin chiéc vi. “Ong da cham vao né ha?”

“Phai.”

“Toi 14 tham tir chi huy trong vu 4n mang ndy, Cross. Ong c6 hiéu diéu nay khong?” giong 6ng chéc nich, thuc quyén.

Cross nhin nhuong, “Thua 6ng, vang,”

“Ong I linh m6i trong viéc nay. Toi hiéu. Nhung 1 thAm tir chi huy trong vu 4n mang c6 nghia t6i | ngudi chiu trach nhiém trong viée ching ta ¢6 bt
duoc hung thi hay khong, ching ta tim duoc ¢6 bé hay khong.” Cap mit ong rurc Iira. Mot ngdn tay gio 1én. “Vu an nay ket thic nhu the ndo, t6i s€ phai
song doi voi nd. Bém nay qua démkhac, t6i [a nguoi chiu trach nhiém Ong ¢6 hicu khong?”

“Thua vang.”

“Dlmg bao i s& mb vao tang chimg & hién trudng vu 4n t6i phu trach ma khong dugc phép ctia toi. Néu tai pham mot 1an nita t6i s& cho 6ng biét tay.”
“T6i chi mubn gitp mot tay.”

“Ong hiy ra khoi can léu ndy ngay.” Hunt run én gidn dit. Nhu chimg ong vira m¥t thém mdt nan nhan. .

Théim tir Cross b di voi nhitmg buc chén an hin. Hunt hit mdt hoi that séu, rdi quay tr lai tap trung vao thi thé nan nhén. Ao mic chi fa 4o thun, mau
xam va boc mii md ho6i hoi hdm, méu va dat cat bén thiu xanh den; that lung chi mau niu don gian khong rd nhan méc, vdi khod that lung dong thau c6
nhicu dau vét cao xurde. Quan nan nhan la loai vai cotton cirng, bac mon. Mot mat mo hi, nhin that than va mo duc dudi anh sang r¢i vao.

“Trong Bu ndng nhur nung,” Bac sikham nghiém tir thi tén la Trenton Moore. Nguoi nho con va voc dang can ddi, toc day, 16 chan 1ong to, va doi mbi
gay sy chi y manh m& hon moi khi anh ta n6i to. Anh con tré tudi, thong minh, c6 tai hing bién trude cong duong, “To6i nghi gi ta 14 tay leo nii chuyén
nghiép.”

“Xin 16, t6i chira nghe 13 anh noi.”

Bac si Moore hit ham chi. “Nhin déi tay ctia hén ta kia.”

Thém tir Hunt nghién ciru ban tay ctia David Wilson. N6 ¢6 déu hi¢u chai xam, nhiéu vét cat, vét co xudc. Cac mong tay duge cat déu nhung ban. N6
¢ thé 1a ban tay ctia bat cir 6ng thg n€ ndo ong ting gap. “Con nhiing cai nay thi sao?”

Bac sikham nghiém kéo thing mt trong nhirng ngon tay. “Ong c6 thiy nhimg vét chai tay khong?” Hunt nhin vao dau ngén tay, mot mang da chai day.



Bic siMoore dudi ﬂ]éngnhﬁng ngén tay khac; ching déu co vét chai trong ty. “T6i c6 mdt anh ban chung phong ndi tra h61 con di hoc, mit tay leo nii.
Han ta hit xa don bang dau ngén tay bam trén khung ctra. D61 khi han treo nguroi tong teng trén d6 va noi chuyén. Toi muon phat bénh voi anh chang do.
bay, 1o xemne.”

Bic siMoore dua ban tay va Hunt sd vao miéng thit chai. N6 c6 cam giac nhu da déng gidy.

“Cac dau ngon tay cua anh ban chung phong voi t6i ciing y chang nhur vay.” Anh ta n6i “Bip thit to cang cua phin ngye thi pht hop. Bip thit canh tay to
chac. Kha nhiéu vét seo trén ban tay. Di nhién ching ta chi moi ket luén so'khoi ¢ ddy. Toi khong thé ket Iudn chinh thire cho dén khi gi nay duoc dua
lén ban mo.”

Hunt nghién ctru vi tr ctia hai ban tay, vt chéo ngang ngurc cta tir thi. Hai chin duge xép thing va niim song song. “Ai d6 d dung dén hin ta,” ong noi.
“C6 thé. Ching ta khong thé biét bt ctr didu gi chéic chin cho dén khi giai phau tir thi.”

Nhirng nép nhéin hién trén vang tran cta tham tir Hunt. Ong chi vao tir thi. “Anh ciing d4u nghi héin roi xubng va nim & vi tri nhur vdy, ding khong?”

Bac sikham nghiém cudi, tur dung nhin nhu méi vira tron hai lim. “Toi diia chit, tham tir. Toi mudn khong khi do cing théng hon chit.”

“O, vay thi khong nén.” Hunt chi vao canh tay v& nat va c4i chén vin veo. “Anh nghi chiing bi gity khi xe 6 t6 dam vao i hay khi gi roi xudng dudi
cau?”

“Ong c6 biét chan chén gi ta bi ddm & trén cau khong?”

“Xe gan may cua g3 ta chic chin chuyén dich sau khi b1 dam phaL Ai d6 day n6 rét xuong b song. Canh ciy bi bé khoi cay va vat che phii Ién trén. Ai
d6 16 cudi cing ciing s& tim thiy. Chiing t6i tim thy vét son bi tray dinh tren thanh cau cling mau voi binh xAng ctia xe may. Toi nghi ngd khi thir nghiém
hoa hoc s€ ra cling mdt loai son. Va con cau bé nita. Cau a ay thay moi viéc.”

“Cau ta dang c6 mat ¢ day sao?”” Bac st Moore hoi.

Hunt Fic dAu. “Toi cho mdt nhén vién cong hre ho tdng cau dy vé nha rdi. Ca hai me con cau bé. Ho khdng can phai c6 mit & ddy cho nhitng viée nay.”
“Cau 4y bao nhiéu tudi?”

“Mudi ba.”

“Tin twong dugce khong?”

Hunt suy nghi mot lic. “T6i khong biét. Toi nghii c6 thé. Cau ta a mdt dira tré kha nhay bén. Hoi ric r6i mot chit nhung bén nhay.”

“Dién tién thoi gian theo cau Ay thi nhur thé nao?”

“Céu ta ndi thi thé nay bi wirt qua thinh cau hai tiéng, c6 thé hai tiéng rudi trude.”

Bic si khim nghiém xoay doi vai “Piéu nay kha tring khop. Da thit chua tii nhot.” Anh tap trung xem x¢t lai thi thé, cui xubng that thip trén khudn it
tir thi. Anh chi vio dau hi¢u thanh gia bang méu trén trdn nan nhan. “Toi khong méy khi gip diéu nay.”

“Anh nghii n6 ¢6 y nghia gi?”’

“T6i chi lo v& thi thé, khong lién quan gi dén dong co. Trén mi mét ciing co mau. Ong co thé iy duoc van tay.”

“Lam sao anh biét dwoc?”

“Mot vét bam. Vira du kich thurde, vira da hinh dang” Bac s Moore nhiin vai lan chét. “K¢é giét g ndy, t6i khong nghi héin thong minh Fim dau.”

Khi thim tr Hunt ra khoi cén 1éu, mura w6t dim 4o quin, toc tai. Ong nhin ciy cau va thir hinh dung kim loai bi cong vén, than xéc bi gy gap, va khong
biét ciu con trai cé‘m thay }hé nao khi dinh ménh chon cdu bé 1am nhan chirng, Hunt dimg lai qanh chiec xe dap ctia Johnny khi n6 ’bi nghiéng qua mot )
bén ltic dung can léu én. Am thanh hit chén khong duoc tao ra khi ong kéo n6 ra khoi bin dat. Nude ndu do chay ra tir nhitng hoc kim loai va ong dat
16 dén mot noi kho rao dudi gim cau. Mot nhom canh sat dang tri mura & déy, mot so phi phéo thube 14, va chi mot nguoi trong dam ho trong o ve

ban ron. Tham tir Cross. Ong ta dtmg tach khoi dam dong, tay cam dén pin, tay kia cAm td ban do ctia Johnny Merrimon. Hunt budc dén gan, van con
buc tirc vé chuyén chiée vi, nhung Cross ndi trude.

“To6i xin 161, 6ng ta Ién tiéng, “va ong nhin ddy nay.”

Hunt nghi dén chuyén da mot nam troi qua tir ngay ong lién quan dén vu 4n Alyssa: nhiing con 4c mong, nhitng tuyét vong khong két qua. Ong da khong
c6ng bang khi 1on tiéng véi Cross. Ong ta con la Am véi cong viée, va s& ¢ ngity 6ng ta s& gip phai nhitng vin dé ciia riéng minh. Hunt ¢ ging cuoi
guong. N6 khong dugc tuoi im, nhung tai ng ta chi duoc dén ddy.

“Ong tim cai ndy & d4u vay?” Ong chi vao tim béan db.



Cross c6 khudn mt cérp vudng va toc hét cao. Ong ta ha thp tim ban dd va roi dén pin xudng phia dong séng, “N6 nim ciing véi chiée xe dap cuia
caunhdc.” Cross tan ngan. “No6 khong phai 14 tang chimg, dting khong?”

“N6 ddy”, nhung Hunt trdn an Cross binh tinh lai. “T6i cAn ong tra lai n6 cho t6i.”

“Khong ¢6 gi hét.” Hunt quay g6t di, nhung Cross ngin 6ng lai. “Thamtir...”

Hunt dimg gét, quay lai. Trude bong dén, Cross nhin cao 16n, da xanh mau 6-u, cp mit nhin chim chi.

“T6i n6i dé ong biét,” Cross n6i. “Piéu ndy khong an nhap gi véi nhau, nhung 6ng ciing nén biét vé& n6. Ong biét thing con trai ctia toi chir ha?”
“Gerald ha? Anh chang choi bong phai khong? C0, t6i biét cau ta.”

Miéng Cross tré xudng. “Khong, khong phai Gerald. Thing khac. Jack. Thing nho nhét ca toi.”

“Khong Toi khong biét Jack.”

“Thi, hdm nay n6 ¢6 mét & chinh noi ndy véi anh nhéc nha Merrimon con gi. N6 ciing trén hoe. Nhung ong xem, n6 da roi khoi noi nay tir au trurde khi
nhirng chuyén ndy xdy ra. Trurong hoc goi cho t6i sau khi ho dong cira. Toi tim thay céu nhdc ¢ nha, dang xem phim hoat hinh.”

Hunt suy nghi vé& chuyén nay. “Toi ¢6 can thiét n6i chuyén véi cau nhoc khong?”

“N6 ching biét gi dau, nhung 6ng cir tir nhién n6i chuyén voi ng.”

“Duong nhur khong lién quan gi”, Hunt noi.

“Tbt. Boi vi nd ndi véi t6i 14 con trai ciia ong ciing ¢6 mit & dy.”

Hunt Fic dAu. “Toi khong nghi nhur vay.”

“Gid trura hodic vao khoang d6. Con trai ciia dng va vai nguroi ban.” Khudn mét Cross van bi hiém. “Toi nghii ong nén biét chuyén nay.”
“Va Jack thi chéc chén ...”

*Con ctia t6i chi ¢6 ti lwoi biéng, nhung khong ngu si.”

“Pugc 16i Cross. Cam on.” Hunt vira dinh quay di nhung Cross chin 6ng lai.

“Nay 6ng, noi vé viéc lién quan di. Céi g tin cong cau bé nha Merrimon, g3 ngudi da den v6i nhitng vét seo trén khudn mit.”
“Ga d6 thi sao?”

“Ong cho ring gi ta khong lién quan gi dén chuyén xay ra & day? Vi nan nhan ndy? Diéu do c6 ding khong?”

“Véi vy an mang nay a?”’

“Khong thé,” Hunt ndi. “Toi khong tin gi da den c6 thé lam chuyén d6. Ga ta cach chd ndy khodng chirg mdt dim vé& hudng cudi song khi chuyén nay
xdyra.”

“Ong c6 chic chidn vé chuyén nay khong?”
“Y 6ng mubn n6i 42

“Ching ta gié thuyét réing c6 ba ngudi dan ong tiép xtic voi Johnny Merrimon. Nan nhén - Wilson, ai d6 Hi chiéc 6 t0 tong vao Wilson hit g bay xubng
khoi cau, va gi da den to 1on véi khuon mét di dang. Diéu ndy chinh xéc khong?”

“P6 I gia thuyét ching ta dang diéu tra, ding roi.”

“Nhung Johnny da khong théy mat tai x¢ lai chiéc 6 t6. Cau ta thy mdt hinh dang, mdt cai bong, nhung cau ta khong thé nhn dién duge taixé, ciu ta
cting khong thé ndi chéc hung thi 1 ke da den hay khong” Cross dua taim ban do lén. “Day 1 ban d6 thué cho khu vyre ndy, va nhing chi tiét nam &
day. Thi xa. Puong pho. Nhung ngay day, phia trén cing bén phai, ngay tai ria. Pay Ia con song va day” - ong ta chi: “Ching ta dang dimg ¢ day. Ong
thay cay cau khong?”

“To6i thdy 15.”



“Bay gio di doc theo con song,”

Tham tir Hunt thiy ngay Iap tirc. Ngay vé huéng nam cta cly cﬁp, con sdng ubn cong thanh mdt vong tron; n6 cudn tron manh dat chi to khoang cai
mong tay c¢d duong kinh khoang mot ddm Hunt cam thay mdt luong dién gidn dir gidt ban, khong phai nham vao Cross, ma gidn chinh minh. “Con
duong mon chay doc theo dong sdng,” Hunt noi.

“Néu cu bé nhd Merrimon 6 trén con dudng mon, ciu y phii di mot khoang céch khé xa dén noi ma cu ta bj bt chdp, khodng chimg mudi dén murdi
lam phit cam co chay.”

Cross gd mdt ngodn tay trén ban do. “Néu t6i roi khoi con duong mon va di tit ngang & chd ndy, t6i c6 thé di dén ciiing chd 4y chi trong nidm phit.”
“Di xuyén qua rimg, va nd rat gan.”

“Thyc sy gan.”

Hunt nhin cén 1éu mo nhat di sau kin mira. Ga dan ong bi bt vang khoi duong cai, tan tanh. “Néu David Wilson bi giét vi ong ta biét duoc diéu gi...”
“Biét diéu gi d6 lién quan dén c6 bé bi bt coc...”

Hunt trim ngam “Ga dan ong giét Wilson ciing s& mudn giét luén ca Johnny. Va néu hén ta biét dugc dong chay ctia con song...”

“Gi ta chi viéc cat ngang & chd ndy va chdr cau bé. Johnny chay thuc mang ciing mat muoi hai dén muoi laim phut. Ga sat thi di bd chi nam phit, va hin
ta dung day khi Johnny xuat hi¢n ngay sau khiic cua.”

“Trodi d4t!” Hunt dimg thing Ién. “Lién lac ngay. Toi rrpén truy nd mt nguoi dan ong da den to lon, tudi tir bdn muroi dén sau muroi, voi vét seo di dang
ghé hai phia bén phai khudn mit. Xe 6 t6 cta g ¢6 dau hiéu bi hu hai, ¢6 thé bén phia de tréi dang trude. Thong bao cho trung tim i ta ¢4 lién quan
dén an mang David Wilson va ¢6 thé lién can dén vu bat coc Tiffany Shore. Can than khi bat giir. Ching ta can tra hdi han. Giri thong bao d6 di ngay
bay gio!”

Cross 161 miy dién damra va goi trung tim.

Hunt cho doi, va thém mdt con nong gidn lai bimg bung kéo dén. Ca naim qua da m cho 6ng bo pho, lam ong vung vé. Ong phai thiy duoc yéu td
dong chay cta con s6ng - n6 ubn cong nhur vay - chir khong phai nghe giai thich tir mot tham tir moi ra nghé.  Nhung chuyén da roi. Chuyén quan trong &
day Ia c6 bé, cho nén phai lam nhur vay. Ongbo qua chuyén ay, tap trung vao van dé truge miat. Tiffany bi bt coc chra dén mdt ngdy - tim tiéng, gan
chin tiéng dong hd. Lan ndy, 6ng s& mang dira tré vé doan tu voi gia dinh. Ong ghi chat nim dam va hira chic nhur vdy.

Lan ndy s& phai khac.

Ong nhin chiéc xe dap ctia Johnny, giong ndi cdu bé vang lén trong dau ctia 6ng. “Ong hira nhé?”

Oqg v6i tay dén ci 1ong I6n miu ndu treo dudi yén xe dap. N6 rach ta toi va nhin thiéu ndo, 16m com giita cac ngodn tay ctia 6ng. Ong vudt cho né mém
phang ra. “To6i hira™.

A

Phia dang sau, Cross ha may dién dam “Hoan tat,” ong ta noi.

Hunt gét.

“Ong dang cam vét gi trén tay vay?”

Hunt budng cong 16ng ra. N6 vung qua mot bén, dung trén st udt. “Khong cé gi,” ong ndi. “Cai long thoi.”

Cross budc lai gin hon va cdm cai ong Ién.

“Pay 1a 1ong cua con dai bang.”

“Lam sao 6ng biét long dai bang?”

Cross nhtin vai, dang di¢u ling ting, “T6i sinh truedng ¢ vimg nti. Ba cua t6i lai nguoi da do Cherokee. Ba tin turong vao nhitng linh vat.”
“Linh vét?”

“Ong biét d4y. Nhitng I& nghi va nhitng vét linh thiéng.” Ong gio mdt canh tay chi vé hudng dong song. “Dong song chi sur trong sach. Con rin chu syr
khon ngoan. Nhitng chuyén dai khai nhu vay.” Ong ta nhin vai. “Toi udn nghii n6 chi Ia nhitng chuyén tao lao.”

“Linh vat?” Hunt nhic lai.

“Ding ro1.” Ong ta chi vao cai long. “N6 c¢6 ma hrc than ky.”



"Ma lye givdy?”
“Strc manh. Quyén ning.” SAm chdp rén vang va ong ta dé c4i Iong roi xudng. “Chi ¢6 til trurdng mdi mang long dai bang ”
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Chwong 9: Chuong 8

0 bangghé phia sau xe tudn tra, me Johnnydé ngudi gue xudng vai ctia cau. Dau ba kin qua lanlalkhlchléc xe cua qué nhanh, nhur b bt tung khi banh
xe nhay chdm trén con dudng gap ghenh Ho bo lai sau lung con song ctng g3 dan 6ng thiét mang, va ca niém tin ctia Johnny vao sy khon ngoan ctia
canh sat. Hunt khu6e tir khong chip nhéan viée nay lién quan gi dén Alyssa, va diéu nay khién Johnny b tirc.

Co thé!

C4u noi 1on tiéng, rdi nhic lai khi cap mét Hunt diu xubng,

C6 thé a nd!

Nhung Hunt rat ban ron va ¢6 nhimng tinh toan riéng trong dau. Ong khong con du kién nhin trude sw khing khing ni ni ctia Johnny, i tir chdi thao
luan chi tiét viéc ndy va yéu ciu nhdn vién dua hai me con ho vé nha.

Pimg ban tim chuyén nay, ong n6i. Day khong phai I vén dé ciia cau.

Nhung canh sét da phan doan sai. Johnny cam nhan tir tan d4y long cau. N6 I van dé cia cau,

Xe tuan tra dd trén duong dan vao nha. Mira roi 16p dop trén mui xe va Johnny quan st cin nha, ngon dén chap chon trong chiéc san nho bé, bin sinh.
Nhitng bong nguoi di vao bén trong. Xe 6ng Ken ddu ngoai duong vao nha; xe ctia chi Steve cling vay. Nhimg vién thude da khong ché me Johnny.

Hai n¥it ba nhéim nghién, hoi thé nhé nhe. Johnny ngén ngai, va 6ng canh sét xoay ngudi trén ghé, khuon myit 6ng ta bién dang sau I6p kinh day ngin cach
dAy nhing van tay va nurée dai kho quanh. “Me chau khong sao chir?”” 6ng hoi.

Johnny gat dau.

“Dén nha 1di cau bé.” Ong ngAn ngir, hai mét van dom chimg me cau. “Ba iy ¢6 can giip d& gi khong?”

Ban nang tu vé cta Johnny trdi dy. “Me chéu khong sao.”

“Vay thi xubng xe.”

Johnny Ec vai me cdu. Dau ba gue xubng va cdu ke manh hon. Khi ba mo miit, cau siét tay ba. “Minh phai xubng xe me ,” cau néi. “Minh vé& dén nha
roL.”

“Nha.” Ba lp lai chir 4y.

“Ding. Nha. Minh xudng xe thi.” Johnny md cira xe. Mura ddp lién hoi trén noc 6 t0. Mura roi nhur triit nurée xudng nén dét m ot ddy 1 rung, Hoi
ndng tran ngdp chie 6 t6. “Plng quén i xach,” dng ndi. Johnny diu me ra khéi xe va vao tri mura ¢ hang hién dang trude trong khi dng canh sat It xe
ra khéi viing bun, banh xe tron tudt trén mit s:an rai nhya. Cau ding 6 hang hién, nhan thay me khong dung cling cau. Ba ding gitta troi nura, ngira niit
Ién troi, hai ban tay gio Ién. Tt xach cua ba nam dudi bin sinh noi ba budng nd xudng. Nudc roi xuong den tham xung quanh ba.

Johnny phéng voi dén bén canh ba, nurée mura nhur kim dam roi tir trén cao xudng. “Me!”

Céu giding Ky tay me mot lan nita. “Nhanh Ién. Me vao nha di.” Ba giit méit nhim nghién nhung én tiéng, giong ctia ba nho dén mirc khé nghe. “Me nbi
217" Johnny hoi.

“Me mudn dixa.”

“‘Me...”

“Me mudn nhu nurée hoa tan vao 1ong dat va biét tim khoi noi chdn nay.”

Johnny hrom thi xach ctia ba, bop chat canh tay. “Di vao trong, Ngay bay gio.” Gigng cau nhur gi Ken; nhung ba theo cau vao nha.

Bén trong nha, ngon dén téa 4nh sang vang, Ong Steve ngdi & ban nha bép, nhimg lon bia xép hang ngang truréc mit. Ga Ken budc qua lai, ly bourbon
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kep gita nhitng ngdn tay to xti. Ca hai ngude Ién khi Johnny diu me cau vao nha. “Vira diing lic,” g Ken ndi. “Cai gd cdm ngdng nghénh d6 dam lén
giong bao rang t6i khong duge di cting. G ndi vai t6i 14 t6i ¢d thé vé nha ngdi chd hoac chd ¢ day véi gd.” Ong ta hudng vé Steve vai thai d6 khinh man
10 rang trong 161 n6i. Pau Steve rut xudng gitra vai. “Toi s€ noi chuyén véi ai d6 vé van dé nay. Han sé bict t6i [a ai.”

‘Ong 4y biét ong 14 ai. Ong 4y chi khong quan tim t&i chuyén d6.” Loi ndi budt khoi miéng Johnny trude khi cdu kip suy nghi. Ga Ken dumng lai va trimg
it nhin, va Johnny biét chuyén gi s& xay ra. Nhung sau d6 me ciu budc vao tir phia sau. Mt ba thét thin, ngudi wét dim; quan 4o dinh chit trén
ngudi ba. Johnny cAm canh tay ba trong khi g3 Ken trd mit nhin.

“Mau Ién,” cau néi. “Con s& dua me vé phong,”

“Pé t6i dat ba dy di” OngKen bude t6i gan ho, va Johnny cam thdy mot cai gi 6 bung phat. “Khéng” cau 1n6i. “Ong hay I lai di ong Ken. Me t6i
khong can 6ng bay gior. Ba chi cdn vao phong nghi ngoi. Ba can nghi ngoi, yén tinh va khong ai quiy ray ca.”

Mt g3 Ken néng bimg, “Qudy riy ba ta...”

Johnny nhanh chéng nghi t6i con dao bam trong tli. Cau dimg chén ngang gitta gi Ken va me. Thoi khic kéo danra cho dén khi gi ta quyét dinh no nu
cuoi voi ham rang thang déu va trang tinh. “Katherine?”” Ong ta nhin ba me Johmny. “N6i cho con ctia em hi€u moi chuyén khong sao.”

“Moi chuyén khong sao, Johnny.”” Nhitng chit vang vong dén tir mdt noi rat xa. Ba lay nguoi, rdi n6i, “Me khong sao.” Ba quay ngudi khoi con trai va
kéo I& nhiing budc chan trén hanh lang ngdn va t6i om. “Hay di ngd di.” Ba dat mot tay trén twong, dimg & d6 khoang ba gidy dong ho, va Johnny quan
sat nude nho xuong khuon mit ctia ba. Khi ba quay nguoi, giong ba khong con chitt sinh khi. “Vé nha di Steve.”

Ong Ken theo ba dén cudi hanh lang, nhin tr6 lai mdt 1an, va déng cira phong. Johnny khong nghe tiéng khoa chdt, nhung cau biét né da duogc khoa.
Cau chi muon dam vo birc tudng; thay vao do, cdu nhin chi Steve, 6ng ta dang gom don nhitng lon bia trong yén king. Ong virt ching vao thing réc va
thu t6m chim chia khod ¢6 thé m& duoc tat ca cac cra ¢ thuong xa. Thién dang doi voi bat cir dira tré ndo. Nhung chi 1 kim loai v6i Johnny. Chi
Steve dirng lai ¢ ctra. Hai mat cta 6ng bat binh, va nhin Johnny khéc thuong. Ong dét mdt cnh tay 1én khung ctra. “Chuyén nay Ia nhu viy hay sao?”
Ong hoi, 101 giang tay ra vé thién y.

“Gan nhur vy.”

“Khi that.” Chu Steve it dau, m Johnny nghi d6 I tit ca nhing gi ong ¢6 thé Bm

“V& chuyén sang homnay...”

“Chuyén sang nay thi sao?”” Johnny hoi.

“Ba ta tuyét dep.” Johnny quay ngudi di. “Cam on da gitt kin miéng,”

Johnny chang ni chéing réng. CAu di vé phong minh v ngdi bén canh giwong ngit. Cau nhin chiéc dong ho trén ban va quan sét cdy kim gié nhéy tir dom
da quang nay sang domke tiép. Cau dém tirng gidy mdt cho dén khi dau chi€c girong ngti & phia bén kia hanh lang bat dau nhiing tiéng huynh huych t6i
161; sau d6 cau di tim chia khoa cuia me. Chin muoi tu, cdu suy nghi, va khoa trai ctra nha trude.

Chin muroi tur gidy dong ho.

Cau nhay tung toé qua ving bin va d& may chiéc 6 t6 ctia me. Dén cudi con duong 18 vao nha, ciu mo cira xe, chdm ra ngoai, krommdt cuc gach bing
kich thurdc mdt trai banh tennis. Khi 6 t6 bo can nha ¢ lai phia sau lung, Johnny Iai xe can than. Kinh trude xe dong day hoi nurde va chi co mot dén pha
chicu sang, Cau thay mit duong uét, mt dau hiéu ciia murong ranh. Cau lau kinh trorde bang tay va quan sat tim khiic cua r€ vao phia bén khu nha giau
cua thi x3.

Cau chay that chdm khi 1€ vao con duong nha ga Ken. Can nha ndi bat Ién, i su trén mot san c6 to rong. Nhitng duong dibd dai ubn luron bic qua cd
nhung va ctra bao vé dudng xe ra vao, cong sat den lam cho né nhin lanh Io. Johnny tat dén pha trude khi banh xe cao su nghién vao I dudng. Cau dé
may nd. Chi mat mot gidy. Cuc gach rat vira van trong tay.
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Chwong 10: Chuong 9

Tham tir Hunt 14i xe nhanh xuong con dudng udt, hep. Hién truong tai nan da ¢ xa sau lung ong ba ddm dudng, bac sikhamnghiém y khoa dang thu
don tir thi, thude cAp ctia 6ng van con 0 hién truong, Nhiéu chuyén thay dbi sau khi Cross chi cho 6ng tim ban db. Nhirg ménh tir duy chuyén dich
trong d4u 6ng; nhitng khé ning, bién sb. David Wilson bi tham sat, Hunt tin 1y do chi vi hén ta phat hién ra Tiffany Shore.

Toi tim thiy ¢6 gdi, g3 n6i voi cdu bé, va gidr ga bi tham sét.
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Nhung ga tim thiy c6 bé & dau? Trong diéu kién nhu thé nao? Va quan trong nhét, ai da giét £47 Hunt t3p trung vao chic xe hét ving €A ra khoi duong,
ngudi dan ong i chiée xe dy. N6 la didu hop 1y, nhung chd con song u6n khiic da tic dong den suy ludn 16-gic ay. Hunt dua ra gia thuyét c6 ba nguoi
dan 6ng khac nhau dung tai hodic gin cy cau khi 4n mang xay ra: Wilson, da chét; tai xé xe giét gi; g da den ngAu nhién ndo d6 cach hai dim theo
huéng dong song. Bay gio ong ta phai hoi didua ay C6 thé ké khdng 16 ma Johnny trong thiy chi 1 ké c6 mit khong ding noi va ding lic. C6 thé hén lai
chiéc 6 t6 gay tai nan giét David Wilson. C6 thé khong.

Hai ngu6i hodc ba?

T6 cha!

Hunt can ndi chuyén v6i Johnny, khong phai sau ndy, ma 1 ngay gio phut nay. Ong ¢6 nhitng cau hoi moi. Ong goi dién dam cho trung tam yéu cau duoc
tlep xtc voi don vi tudn tra ma 6ng da chi dinh ho chd J ohnny va Katherine v& nha. Ong nhin ddng hd va chiri thé trong khi duong ddy dang duge nbi

tiép. Gan mudi tleng dong ho, do 1a thoi gian Tiffany bi bit coc, va thong ké thi lanh King va chinh x4c nhur chi nhimg con sb moi dat duoc diéu d6. Chi
mdt vai ngudi bi bt coc con sdng qua ngay dau tién; chuyén doiné  nhur vay.

Nhanh chéng.
Moi chuyén cudi ciing tap trung & sy nhanh chéng,
Toi da tim thiy c6 bé.

Hunt can hoi Johnny vé ngudi dan 6ng voi khuon it dang sg, vé nhimg gi cu Ay thdy trén cau. Hunt cin biét hai ké Ay 6 phai i mot hay khong.
Khong phai suy doan hay gia thuyet, ma la su that thuc te.

“Két nbi bay gio,” trung tAm ndi véi dng.

Giong ndi thir hai k& nhe trén lin séng dién dam. Hunt tir nhan dién minh va chét van vién canh sat vé Johnny.
“T6i vira roi nha cau dy. Liic toi i, cau dy dimg & duong dan vao nha.”

“Chinh x4c I bao lau rdi?”

Ngung gidy lat. “Hai muoi phit.”

“Hai muoi phit. Nghe r6.” Hunt gac mdy. Thém ndm phut nita ong s€ c6 mit ¢ can nha. Nhanh lén, nhanh lén. Ong tang tc cho dén khi chiéc xe c6 déu
hiéu bbc 1én khoi mit dat, queo véi van toe nguy hiém trén dudng w6t tron truot.

Hon ba gior dong hd tir khi chiéc xe gin méy bi dung. Ké ddm David Wilson c6 thé dang lan tron & bat cir noi no trong lic ndy, hin c6 thé ra khoi qudc
gia, khoi tiéu bang, nhung Hunt khong tin nhur vay. Thue sw mao hiém khi virot thoat di xa cing voi dira tré bét coc. Khi lénh béo dong da dwoc khoi
phat, cong chiing ngoai kia s& dé y. Phén on nhitng thanh phin doi bai chi mudn bt coc dira tré va trn tranh dudi ong dat. Johnny Merrimon ding &
diém nay. Va nhiéu vu bt coc duge dan dung cAn than, phﬁn 16n chi i co hoi. Mot dtra tré dé trong xe 0 t0 hodc khong ngudi trong nom trong mdt ctra
hiéu dong duc. Mot dira tré di bo mot minh.

Nhur treong hop Alyssa Merrimon.

C6 bé dang i bo vé& nha I trdi ti, mdt minh trén quéng dudng vang. Khong ai c6 thé biét c6 bé co mit noi day Khong ai c thé toan tinh cho chuyén
6. Twong tur nhur trrong hop Tiffany Shore. C6 bé ndn n4 gan bii d4u xe sau khi chung reo. N6 chi 1 van dé co hoi. Va duc vong.

Hunt théing xe chd dén do, sau do 1& trai, cam giac thing xe khong bam dudng. Ong diéu chinh xe, gitt cho xe thang lai. Ong ta nghi vé c4i ac va khiu
sting trong bao sting dudi canh tay ctia 6ng,

Khi nhin duoc tin tirc v& vu bét coc Tiffany, Hunt da ra lénh véi phén tmg dit doi. Ong giri xe tuan tra dén kiém tra lai tit ca dia diém cur tri ctia nhiing
nguoi ¢6 tién an lién quan dén tinh dyc. Phan Ion duge xem xét vi xéc xuat thip: ké xem anh khiéu dam, ké pho dién dam tyc; nhung ciing nhiéu ca
nhin c6 tién an vé hiép dam hay bac di tré em hodic nhimg hinh dng man ro. Hunt gitt mdt danh sach ngin nhirg thanh phén t6i nguy hién: nhimg ké
Joan tri, 4c dam thudc thanh phan c6 thé Bm bat cir didu gi. Nhing loai dan ong nay khong bao gio tir khdng ché dugc con quy duc vong sai khién ho.
Khong ¢6 cach chira tri, khong stra ddi. Va v6i nhitng thanh phan dbn mat nay, n6 chi i van dé thdi gian, cho nén 6ng can di trude ho mdt bude. Ong
biét ho cur tril & ddu, st dung 6 t6 loai gi; dng biét théi quen ctia ho va nhiting ham chudng. Ong chimg kién nhidu hinh anh, n6i chuyén véi nan nhan va
chinh minh nhin nhitng vét theo. Nhing ké don mat d6 khong c6 Iy do gi duoc ra khoi nha to.

Gio thi khong,

Khong bao gio.

Phén I6n duoc diém danh; ho da duoc xac dinh noi cur trii va thim van. Phan Ion trong ho déu dong y gia cu duge luc soat, va tat ca nhimg cude luc
soat nhu vay khong tim ra manh mdi gi. Nhiing ai tir choi déu bi theo d6i lién tuc va Hunt nhan bao céo thuong xuyén. Ong bict ho an gi va an khi nao;

ho chi ¢6 mt minh hoac khong, va néu khéng, ai dang & gan ho. Ong biét noi cur trd, sinh hoat ctia ho. Thirc hay tinh. O yén mot chd hay dang di
chuyén. Hunt lién lac véi nhan vién thudc quyen dang bam duong bam chg va giit ho ¢ mirc canh gidc cao dd trong khi ho tiép tuc ra soat danh sach.



Hunt nhémtmh nhitng tén tudi trong dAu 6ng. Khong ai trong danh sach 4y cao hai mét. Khong ai ¢6 seo nhur ciu bé nha Merrimon md ta. Néu Cross
dung, diéu nay cd nghia 1a ho dang durong dau voi linh mdi, ai d6 lot ra khoi danh sach. Va néu dy doan cua Cross sai... kha ning khong bao gio cham
dut.

Hunt Ay tir trong i 40 khodc tim anh ctia Tiffany Shore va liéc nhanh. Ong da By timanh nay tr nguoi me quan tri chi vai g0 trude ddy. No 1a bie
anh chup & trurong hoc, trong d6 Tiffany cudi tuoi va sinh dong, Ong tim kiém nhimg diém giong Alyssa, nhung chi mjt vai diém gibng nhau. Alyssa co
méi toc den va dang dip mong manh; c6 bé nhin tré trung, nho bé va ngdy tho, €6 cung doi mét den sam nhur c4u anh trai. Tiffany c6 d6i moi day, cai
i hoan hao, va mdi toc thi nhur lya vang, Tém anh mdt ngudi con gai cd cai cd quy phai, b ngirc moi nhu, va ny cudi hiéu biét goi mo hinh anh mdt
ngudi phu nir quyén rii sau nay. Hai c6 gai thoang nhin thi khong c6 vé c¢6 nhitng diém trong dong, nhung ho ¢6. Ca hai déu ngdy tho, va ca hai déu la
trach nhiém cuia dng.

Ctia Ong,
Khoéng ai khac.

Suy nghit d6 &m i trong dAu tham tir Hunt khi dién thoai ctia ong Ieo vang Ong hec s0' qua man anh hién thi s ctia nguoi goi. Canh sat truong, Ong sép.
Ong dé méy rung chudng bdn 1an, sau do, Bm nguoc voi sy quyét dinh sang sudt, ong nhic may tra 1oi.

“Ong dang ¢ dau d6?” Canh sét trung khong phi pham mot gidy phit thoi gian. Chi chura ddy muoi hai thang tir khi Alyssa mét tich, gior i ¢6 thém
troong hop mdt bé gai mat tich. Ong ta dang bi ap luc boi chinh 6ng, tham tir Hunt bict: Gia dinh Tiffany, chinh quyén thanh pho, bao chi.

“T6i dang trén duong dén nha ba Katherine Merrimon. Toi s& ¢6 mét & d6 it phit.”

“Ong I chi huy. L& ra 6ng phai c mit & nha David Wilson hay & hién trudng vu an. T6i c6 can thiét phai nhic nhitng cai do cho ong khong?”
“Khong.”

Nhung canh sét truréng ndi 1. “Néu chiing ta cho ring Wilson tim thiy Tiffany Shore - va néuné i chuyén ching ta nghi - thi I8 ra 6ng phai diéu tra i
nhing hoat dong cta ngudi ndy. GA ta di nhimg dau. Ga ta n6i chuyén voi ai. Bat cir chon lya nao ctia g ngay hom nay, bat clr ngd ngach ndo c6 thé
lién d6i dén co6 bé Tiffany Shore...”

“Toi bidt tit ca nhitng diéu d6,” Hunt dot ngdt ngiit 1oi. “Toi da phdi Yoakum dén nha hén ta. Chit xiu nita ddy t0i s& gip ong dy ¢ 6, nhung chuyén nay
can lam trude.”

“T6i ¢6 thé biét tai sao dng dang di dén nha ba Katherine Merrimon khong?”” Hunt nghe 16 mdt giong hoai nghi, mdt syr miét tin tuwong bt thinh finh.
“Con trai ba 4y ¢6 thé c6 thong tin.”

Hunt twéng twong hinh anh canh sét trudng: sang trong ngdi trong vin phong, md hdi uét ddm 4o so mi. Giong ctia ong ta 1 giong ctia mdt chinh tri gia.
“T6i mudn biét dng c6 dang chii tAm vao vu an nay khong, Hunt? Ong c6 dang chii tim khong?”

“D6 la mot cau hoi tao lao.” Hunt biét rat rd ngudn can dan dén sy hoai nghi ctia canh sat truong, nhung 6ng khong thé kim haim duoc sy byc tirc trong
long. Néu 6ng don thoi gian cho vy an Merrimon. ROi thi sao? C6 the dng cam thong hon | phan 16n canh sat ngoai kia. N6 1 vu an quan trong; nhung
Canh sat trudng thi khong nhin sy viéc nhu viy. Khong. Ong ta nghe chuyén vé Hunt démnio cling thirc dén khoang ba gio' sang; c6 mit lic himg dong
séng chi nhat xem duyét nhitng tang chimg n ong da xem ca tram lan; m phién tlnmphanky trat truy né ma khong bao gid mang lai két qua gi; im
thém gio;, va sau d6 lam khong lrong; tic dong t6i nhirng canh sat khdc, nhn hre ma I ra candung cho cac vu an khic. Ong ta nhin Hunt hanh xac
chinh minh. Ong ta nhin thiy lin da xanh xao va co thé xudng can, d6i mit thiéu ngi va nhitng chdng hd so dudi dat trong van phong Hunt. Va nhiéu vin
de khac.

Nhitng tin don.

“N6 khong chi 1 cau hoi, Hunt. N6 1 16 yéu cau, mot ménh knh.”

Hunt nghién chit ham ring, 16i n6i khong lim sao thodt ra cira miéng khi 6ng dang nubt ndi buc doc. Ong diéu hanh khéi trong an. Tham tir chi huy. N6
12 cong viéc ctia 6ng, nd 1a doi song cua dng. “Toi da ndi, 1a t6i chil tim dén nd.”

Hunt nghe tiéng thé trén duong day, rdi giong ndi nhur bj ban tay che miéng. Khi Cénh st trurdng én tiéng, i n6i clia ong ta vang kén ranh mach. “Toi
khong chap nhan cho viéc cé nhin, Hunt. Vy &n nay khong dung chira di€u d6.”

Hunt nhin trimg trimg vé phia trude. “Nghe rd. Khong vi ¢4 nhan.”

“Vy 4n ndy lién quan dén Tiffany Shore. Gia dinh c6 bé. Khong phai Alyssa Merrimon. Khong phéi cau anh ¢6 y. Va khong phai me ¢6 dy. Moi chuyén
10 rang cha?

“Nhur pha 16.”



Ngirng mot gidy lat, sau d6 1 giong ndi ham chira mdt chut hbi han. “Lam viéc vi ca nhan s& khién 6ng b sa thai, Clyde. N6 s& lam 6ng bi thdi bay ra
khoéi nha canh sat cua t6i. Pirng bugc toi phai lam nhur vay.”

“T6i khong can mot bai gido hudn.” Ong bo dé phin con lai khong n6i: Toi khong mubn nghe tir mdbm mdt gi c6m béo phi, chinh tri sa-1ong.
“Ong da danh mét vo 6ng, Dimg dé mét ludn cong viée ctia ong.”

Hunt nhin vao trong gurong va thiy sur thinh nd trong chinh doi m@}t ctia minh. Ong hit mdt hoi thit dai vao tan day budng phdi. “Hay tranh xa duong toi

di,” 6ng n6i, va van gitr 6n hoa nhur mot ngudi binh thuong c6 thé. “Hay dé t6i chimg t6 t6i c6 thé tin tuong duoc.”

“Ong dang dbt cay nén tin tuong trong subt mdt ndm trurdng, va n6 chy rat chim chap. Ngdy mai, t6i mudn thiy bt anh bé gai Tiffany Shore ngdi trén
long ba me ¢6 bé. Trang nhat. D6 i cach lim sao ching ta giir duge cong viée dang lam ctia chiing ta.” Mot thoang yén ling, Hunt khong tin trong lam
vao tiéng ndi ctia minh va do d6 giir im king, “Hay mang dén cho t6i mot két cuc ¢6 hiu, Clyde. Mang dén cho t6i diéu 4y, va t6i s& im ngo nhur 6ng van
1a 6ng com mdt thoi oanh liét nhu mdt nam trude day.”

Canh sat truong cliip may.

Hunt d4m manh 1én néc mui xe, sau d6 1& xe vao duong dan vio nha J ohnny. Ong dé y thay chiéc 6 t6 thing thuong ddu ¢ san da bién dau mit. Khi g5
cura trude, mot am thanh kho khdc vang 1én gy cam gidc ngdi nha bi rong bén trong. Hunt nhin théu qua cira s6 nho thi thay 6ng Ken Holloway xuat
hién tir hanh lang t6i den. Ong ta di doi glay bong loang, phia dudi quén tay hoi nhiu nat, va dang nhét do vao trong quan. Ong ta cai chat chiéc tht g
da ca sau, sau d6 dimg lai trrdc gwong vudt thing toc va kiém tra ham ring, Trén tay phai cAm cdy sting ruld.

“Canh sét, ng Holloway. Budng sting xudng va mo cira.”

Ken Holloway co gidt ngudi, bat thinh finh biét durgc ngudi tir bén ngoai cira s ¢6 thé nhin thdy dng. Mot ny curoi bét binh hién lén trén khudn mét 6ng
ta. “Ai la canh sat?”

“Tham tir Clyde Hunt. Toi cAn ndi chuyén v6i Johnny.”
Nu cuoi bién mit. “Toi xin phép duoc xem thé hanh sy?”

Hunt ép tAm thé hanh sy vao cira kinh, sau do It ra xa khoi cira va ha tay xudng cham bang sting, Ong Holloway déng gop tién bac cho nhidu churong
trinh tir thién. Ong ta c6 tén trong nhidu hoi ddng giam dbc va choi danh gdn véi nhitng nhén VAt tai .

Nhung Hunt biét ong ta.

Mot ném trong chirng Katherine va Johnny, Hunt da 6 nhing lan giip g& ky cuc, nhu an gip & cira hiéu tap hod; nhu’ng diéu da noi va khong néi; mot
chan di ca nhdc hay mot vét thAm tim trén nguoi cu bé; d6i mit tron xoe ctia cau khi cau nghi cdu dang duge day db. Hunt cd canh bao, nhung ba
Katherine phan‘lon dau 6c mo mang & tan dau, & noi ndo d6 xa thiam tham, va Johnny thi sg hii. Hunt khong c6 mbt céi gi chéc chin. Nhung ong linh
cam thay diéu toi té.

Lui thém mdt bude nita, khoang cach gitta Hunt va canh cira d 1 mot mét. Xuyén qua I6p kinh ctra s6, thdy rd vimg nguc t6i den ctia Holloway. Ngudi
ong ta nhin day da, nuréc da ndu, bd nguc to rong & trén cai bung to béo. Mat 6ng ta hién lén dang sau lop kinh. “Gid nay da gitra dém roi Tham tir.”

“Mi chin gioy thoi thura dng Holloway. Mot dira tré vira bi bt coc. Lam on md cira.”

Tiéng khoa mé va canh ctra hé mo. Nhiéu nép nhén hién trén khuon mét Ken Holloway. Cho di ong ta ¢6 imra vé banh bao, Hunt vin nhin thiy nhiing
vét ban wét nhoet ngay chd chin téc clia dng ta. Hai tay ong ta trong tron. “Sur mit tich ctia Tiffany Shore lién quan gi dén Johnny?”

“Ong c6 thé am on bude ra khoi cira duogc khong?” Hunt gitr giong minh diém dam, va diéu nay khong d& dang. Rt ¢6 thé 6ng s& ban Kent Holloway
dong thoi nhin thing vao 6ng ta.

“Duge.” Ken Holloway ddy canh cira md toang va xoay ngudi, hai tay ong ta vo vao hai bén dii.

Hunt bude vao trong nha, cip mit quét trai phéi cho dén khi dng tim thiy duwoc vii khi, cay rulo A.38. Thép khong ri. N6 dwoc dit trén dinh chiée tivi,
ndng sung hudng vao birc tuong,

“N6 da duge dang ba,” Ken Holloway néi.

“To6i biét. Toi can ndi chuyén véi Johnny.”

“N6 ¢6 lién quan gi dén chuyén xay ra hom nay khong?”

Hunt ngiri thiy mii con. “Bo ong that sy quan tim chuyén ndy sao?”’

Ken Holloway curoi gurong, “Xin chd trong chbc 1t.” Ong ta kén giong goi. “Johnny.” Khong tra 1ol Ong ta goi lan nira, sau d6 1im bam chiri thé. Hanh
lang nudt chirng 6ng ta va Hunt nghe tiéng ctra md, sau d6 dong sam. Khi trd Iai, ong ta chi co6 mdt minh.



“Cau bé khong c6 ¢ ddy.”
“Thé cau ta dau?”
“T6i hoan toan khong biét.”

Su buc doc dang én trong giong n6i Hunt. “CAu ta m6i mudi ba tudi. Ngoai kia troi t6i va mua tAm ta. Chiée 6 6 khong 6 trong nh va ong khong biét
caubé ¢ dau? Theo cho t6i biet thi d6 1a su xao lang bo bé day.”

“Va theo sur hiéu biét luat phéap cua toi, thua ong Tham tir, d6 1 van dé ctia me thing bé do. Toi chi 1 khach cta gia dinh.”

Ho chim ch.%{nnhin nhau, va Hunt bude gAn hon. Kent Holloway 13 ngudi hai mit, khon khéo va hoa hoén, nhung chi khi n6 phuc vy nhimg nhu c?tu cla
ong ta. Co the ngoai kia c6 nhicu cao 6¢ thude cac vién dai hoc duoc dit tén 6ng ta, nhung Hunt khong giau duoc s khong wa cta minh. “Ong can phai
can than voi t61.”

“D6 cb phai I 101 ham doa khong?”

Hunt khéng néi gi.

“Ong chic khong biét t6i 14 ai,”” Holloway noi.

“Néu c6 ménh hé nao xay ra voi cau bé...”

Kent Holloway cudi lanh ling, “Mot lan nita tén 6ng 1 gi? T6i c6 mdt budi hop vai thi trurdng va ty vién hoi dong thanh phd sang ngiy mai. Téi mubn
biét 10 rang tén cua Ong.”

Hunt d4nh van tén cho ong ta, rdi n6i, “Vé cau bé dy...”

“N6 I dira ngb ngao. Ong mudn t6i im gi trong viée nay? No khong phai con cta ti hofic thude vé trach nhiém cua to1. By gior 6ng c6 mubn t6i di goi
me ctia n6 khong? Toi c6 thé danh thirc ba dy. Ba ta s& khong biét gio ndy n6 & dau, nhung toi s& 161 ba Ay ra day néu diéu nay lam 6ng vui long.”

Hunt tirng ngudng md me cua Johnny ngay tir lAn ddu tién gip g0. Voc dang bé nho nhung tran day sirc song, ba chimg t6 nghi e can dam va niém tin
ménh liét trong nhitng tinh hudng khé ¢ thé chiu dung ndi. Ba cuong nghi dimg thing cho dén ngay ba quy ngi va ching con hy vong phuc hdi. C6 thé
nd 1A sy dau buon, ¢6 thé 1 sy an hén, nhung trong ba thét tham thurong va mét phuong huéng, tr6i dat do trong mot tinh hubng kinh hi rat it ngudi im
cha me ndo c6 thé hinh dung ra. Chi nghii vé ba ta va ké loi dung nhur Ken Holloway da thdm & rdi. Trong thay ba bi 16i ra khoi giwdng boi i ta thi con
t6i t¢ hon, la mot s si nhuc.

“Tu t6i s€ di tim cu bé.” Hunt tr¢ ra hudng ctra.
“Ching ta chua xong dau, 6ng Tham tir.”
“Ping.” Hunt ndi. “Chura xong dau.”

Tay cta 6ng vira dat trén canh ctra thi dién thoai cia Holloway reo vang Ong dimg tan ngan khi Holloway tra 1oi: “Phai.”” Ken Holloway quay lung vé
phia Hunt. “Ong c6 chac khong? Tot lam Phai, goi canh sat. Toi s€ c6 mit & d6 trong murdi phut nita.” Ong ta tat dién thoai va nhin Hunt.

“Cong ty bao dong nha t6i c6 trom,” dng ta néi. “Néu ong van mudn tim Johnny, 6ng c6 thé bét dau tim kiém ¢ nha t6i.”
“Tai sao Ong lai noi nhur vay?”

“Boi vi cai anh nhée ranh ménh d6 vira ném cuc gach qua ctra s phia tnrdc nha toi.”

“Diéu gi lam 6ng nghif 6 1 Johnny?”

Ken Holloway hrom chia khod ctia ong ta. “Liic ndo ciing 1 théng nhoc Johnny.”

“Ludn luon?”

“Pay 1 lan thir ndm r6i d6.”

skksk

Johnny 14i 6 t6 di trén nhiing con duong’ 61 mi, trdi mura tao ra nhiing vét kéo long lanh trén kinh trudc. B me Tiffany Shore thuc thanh phin gidu co,
ho cur ngy cach nha 6ng Ken ba day phd. Johnny da tirmg mot lan tham dur tiéc ting & ddy. Cau l4i xe cham rai khi gAn dén nha Tiffany, sau d6 dimg han.
Cau thiy Xe tudn tra ctia canh sat va nhirg c4i bong di chuyen dang sau man cira s6. CAu quan sat can nha mot e lu, sau d6 nhin hang xOm & hai bén.
Anh sang 4m ap tda ra tir nhitng cin nha do, va trong bong t5i ti mi ctia con duong c4i, Johnny cam thiy c6 don vO ciing vi chéng ai biét dén cau.
Khong mdt ai c6 thé hiéu chuyén gi dang xay ra déing sau nhitng btrc tuong nha Tiffany, gia dinh c6 4y dang dau khd nhur thé ndo: sy so hii va buc tirc,
hy vong tan bién tir tir va sw chdm durt cia tit ca moi thir. Khong ai biét nhimg diéu Johnny biét,



Ngoai trir cha me ¢6 4y, cau nghi nhu vay.
Cha me ¢ 4y biét.

skkesk

Hunt ngdi trong xe va quan sat Kent Holloway ra khoi can nha. Ong ta ném céi nhin lanh king vé phia Hunt, nhung Hunt vui vé dap lai, 101 Kent
Holloway ngbi yén vi trong xe. Bong co khong 16 nd may va chiéc Escalade lao vit trén duong pho Hunt nghe tiéng mira roi trén thanh 6 6 va nhin 4nh
séang hit ra tir phia nha ctia Johnny. Chéic ba Katherine dang ngii trong d6, va ong ta hinh dung ba Ay viii minh duéi I6p chén, lung cong dua vao bong
dém Ong mo laptop va g6 tén Johnny Merrimon vao may. Ga Ken m nhiéu don c6, nhung khong c6 ho so bét ctr vu bt bé ndo. Khong c6 Iénh truy
nd. Cho du Ken Holloway tin ring Johnny lién quan dén chuyén tu gia ctia ong ta bi lién tuc dap pha, 6ng ta khong c6 mdt chimg cd ndo.

Hunt nghi dén viée tai sao Johnny lai ném da vao cira s6 nha Kent Holloway. Chi c6 mbt diéu hop ly. Johny mudn g4 dan 6ng do ra khoi nha cta cau
4y, 10i xa khoi me cdu, va cu khampha ra mot bién phap hitu hiéu dé lhmdiéu nay. Ngu(n nhu Holloway khong thé ndo dé mic nha ong ta khong ai
cham soc. Khong thé qua dém. Nam Iin bi dap pha ma khong bét duoc ai. Hunt Fic dau va cudi guong. Ong thuc sur ¢ cam tinh v6i cau bé y.

sk

Thém hai phitt, Hunt ngdi trong xe Iuc loi hd so ciia Tiffany Shore. Tap h so mong dinh. Ong biét 15 trang phuc ctia ¢6 bé vao Jan sau ctng duoc nhin
thay. Ong c6 danh sach nhimng diém nhan dang. Mot dau bét to bang dong tién phia dang sau ba vai, vét seo hinh ki cau van con do hong trén bip
chan trai. C6 bé muroi hai tudi, toc vang, chura tirmg chinh ham ring, khong c6 dau vét md xé. Ong ndm 16 chidu cao, cAn ning, ngiy thang nam sinh clia
cd. C6 c6 dién thoai di dong nhung trong dién thoai khong hru cude goi dindo tir hom qua. Khong c6 nhiéu. Chi ¢ vai emnho km nhén chimg nghe
tiéng kéu Ia ctia c6 bé nhung khong dong ¥ y chung vé miu sic chiéc xe bt coc co bé. Hunt ciing d thAm vén nhiéu ban thén ctia ¢6. Tt ca ho chi biét,
Tiffany khong ¢6 ban trai bi mat, khong hé c6 van dé gi voi gia dinh. Hoc ba ¢6 bé diémkha, ¢6 bé thich ngua, va ¢6 thé timg hon mdt cau trai ndo do.
Mot ¢ ghi tiéu bicu.

Ong ghi chii vao trong hd so: C phai Tiffany va Alyssa 1 ban voi nhau? C6 thé ca hai cing biét mdt gi thude thanh phan bét hao.

Ong ngfii v& nhimg thtr minh khong c6. Ong khong c6 chi tiét vé ké xéu, khong ai goi dién thoai n6i vé nhitng hanh dong déng ngd, va khong ai biét hinh
dang chiec xe 6 t6. Can ban la khong c6 gi hét. Dieu ong co 1a cau bé Johnny Merrimon va nhitng gi g3 David Wilson ndi voi cau truée khi tat the. Ga
xac nhin da timduoc c6 bé bi bat coc. Timcb dy ¢ dau? Tim nhur thé nao? Con song hay da chét? Ngwdi nao da tong xe khién David vang khoi duong
12 ¢ dung y. Nhung c6 phai gi ta Ia gi khong 16 nhu Cross da nghi ngd? Hay Ia ai khac? Hunt can tim cau bé ngay.

Ong goi dén s& am viée, n6i chuyén véi mot tham tr thude quyén. “Hunt day. Ong ¢ manh mbi gi khong?”

“Khong c6 gi tt ca. Ca Myers va Holiday déu van dang lam viéc voi cha me cta Tiffany.”

“Ho ¢6 chiu dung ndi khong?”” Hunt ngit 1oi.

“Bac si dang c6 mit & d6. Ba me, ong biét ddy, ho phai chich thudc giit cho ba ta binh tim”

“C6 tin g lién quan dén dién thoai ctia Tiffany?”’

“Khong c6 gi. Tin hiéu GPS ciing khong c6.”

“Yoakum c6 dang theo doi hanh tung cua David Wilson khong?”

“Gir ong ta dang ¢ nha hin.”

“Chiing ta c6 tin gi moi chuwa?”

“Chi ¢6 thong tin Wilson 14 gido sur dai hoc. Nganh Sinh vat gi d6.”

“Déu vét lan tay thi sa0?” Hunt hoi.

“Ching t6i By duroc van tay ngdn cai tir mi mét nan nhan. Ching t6i dang diéu tra. S& ¢6 tin tirc trong thdi gian ngin.”

“Con céc tinh nguyén vién thi sa0?”

“Cho dén g ndy ¢6 hon mdt tréim. Chiing ta dang t chirc dé bét dau that sém. S& bit tay diéu tra ¢ ngoai thanh khoang lic sau gid.” Mot khoang yén
lang gitta hai ngudi dan 6ng, ¢ hai déu c6 chung y nghii: N6 1a mdt mién qué dong cd rong lon.

“Ching ta can thém nhan hre,” Hunt n6i. “Léi kéo cac nha tho tham gia, céc cau lac bd cong ddng. Ching ta ¢6 hang trim sinh vién dai hoc gitp sirc khi
Alyssa mat tich. Goi ca ong hi€u truong,”

Hunt ¢b Iyc tim sé dién thoai trong tri nhd. “Qng 4y 11 nguoi d& cam thong. Pé xem ong ta ¢ thé 1am dugc diéu gi. Toi cling mudn ra quét treong hoc
cua Tiffany mdt lan nira vao ngay mai. Guri dén d6 nhiing s quan canh sat c6 dang vé hién lanh nhat ma dng c6 thé chon dugc. Nhitng si quan tré tudi.



2

Nit siquan. Ong biét dicu gi phéi im ma. Toi khong muén bo sét mot diéu gi chi vimdt em hoc sinh ndo qua s hii khong dam ndi chuyén véi ching ta.
“R3. Toi c6 thé lam g nita?”

“Chd mot chut.” Hunt tim hd so cua ba Katherine Merrimon trong laptop. “Viét nhitng thong tin nay ra gidy va giri @én cho tit ca cac don vi tudn tra.”
Ong dua thong tin, hiing san xudt, bién s6. “Anh nhoc nay dang l4i xe ctia me cdu ta. Chiée xe cii rich. Timné khong khé khin gi im Tuin tra duong

Tate trude, sau d6 1 nha gi Ken Holloway. Toi khong nghi ciu ta c6 niit & d6, nhung nén kiém tra. Néu bét cir ai thiy chiée xe ndy, t6i mubn biét ngay
1ap tirc. Dung xe va tam giit duong su. Goi ngay cho t6i khi chuyén d6 xdy ra.”

“Toi s& bit tay ngay vao cong viéc.”

“Tét. Cho t6i xin dia chi nha 6ng David Wilson.” Hunt véi tay By cay bit, nhung thdy ¢ hién déng trude nha Johnny c6 ngudi. Mot ban tay xanh xao thd
ra ngoai.

Céi gi dy ha troi?

Ong nghe mot tiéng thét, am thanh bj bop nghén boi mura gidng, Céc ngdn tay clia dng md nam tim dén chiéu, va tia sang dén quét xuyén man mra.
“Thanh thn oi.”

Hunt d¢ manh dién thoai vao tai. “T6i cd viéc phai di,” 6ng noi.

“Nhung...”

Hunt tit dién thoai. Ong dura tay ra kéo canh cira, va 6ng thét Ién mot 1in nira, ngay ca ic d6 troi mira dép vao mt.
“Thanh than oi.”

Nhung mot tiéng thét nita nhén chim di tiéng noi.
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Chwong 11: Chuwong 10

Johnny 4n minh trén nhitng con dudng nhé ving ngudi qua lai va 14 xe tir bén ndy thi trdn qua phia bén kia. Jack séng trong khu phd ¢ nhitng can nha
nh6 va minh virdn trom tat, nhidu cur dan & d6 thude thanh phn cém, budn ban I va van chuyén hang hoa. D6 day trén cic san co virdn nhd | nhimng
xich du va db choi. Trong nhimg ngay chii nhét, tré con thuong choi ctt bt trén dudng phd. That yén binh khi sinh séng & ddy. Johnny quan sat thiy c6
nhiéu 6 6 ky di nbi bat dang dau & do, nén cau dd xe cach hai diy phd va di bo trong trdi mura. Bén trong phong Jack con sang, Johnny nhin trom vao
bén trong qua khe cira s6 va thiy ban cau. Han nim dai ngang girong, xung quanh viit bira béi truyén tranh. Han vira doc truyén vira gii. Johnny vira
dinh g6 nhe ctra kinh thi ctra phong mo ra. Gerald bude vao trong. Cao lon va bép thit cudn cudn, anh ta mic qu?m jeans va coi trn, trén d4u doi chiée
mii Clerson quit nguoc ra phia ding sau. Anh ta n6i diéu gi d6 choc gian thing em, vi Jack choi manh cudn truyén tranh, sau d6 day ong anh ctia héin ra
va dong ctra phong lai.

Johnny g0 nhe ctra kinh, nhin thiy Jack ngude dau lén. Cau gd mot in nira va ban cau budc di ngang phong. Cira sb kéo 1én cao vai phan. Jack quy )
xuong cho khe hd. “Chua oi, Johnny. Cau khong sao chr? Té nghe vé chuyén xay ra. Chan that. T6 bi nhd chuyeén tau. Mot cai thdy ma ngay trudc mit
ching ta.”

Johmny kiém tra canh cira phia trén vai Jack. “Céu c6 thé ra ngoai duoc khong?”

“Khong duoc dau.” Jack nhin voi gurong niit xAu hd. “Cau biét vé chuyén dong cira, ding khong? Vu Tiffany Shore 4y?”

“Minh biét chuyén do.”

“Trudng hoc goi dién cho bd 6 khi ong dy khong tim thiy t6.”

“Me 6 ciling vay.”

“U. Thi, bd t6 bit gip t& laycap bia va t4 van con xin. Totrongtmhtrangrat ket. Me t¢ dang ¢ nha tho, caunguyencho tinh mang ctia Tiffany va linh
hdn bat diét cta t6.”” Jack dao nit r01 ngéo ngon tay cai moc vao cura. “Thing anh ba tron diéu hanh moi chuyén. Han 1 ngudi trong chimg t6.” Jack ép

sat gan khe ho. “Nhung céi g chét rdi d6. Chic chin phai ghé gém Bim. Moi chuyén bay gi nhur thé ndo? Té nghe mdt s6 chuyén bd t6 ni. Ga d6 co
lién quan gi dén Tiffany khong?”’
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“Em g t& chir?”

“T6 nghi ngd didu nay im”

“C6 thé 1 em géi t6 im chir.”

“Chuyén xay ra d4 ca namroi Johnny. Cau ciing nén thyc té. Rét ¢6 thé...”
“Pmg n6i v6i t6 vé chuyén rt c6 thé.” Xau nhit thi...

Jack ngin ngai. “Céu s& di bui chir ha, ¢ di khong?”

“T6 phai di.”

Jack lic dau, mét nghiém nghi. “Dlmg ¢6 di, ban oi. Bem nay khong phai la dém tron nha di hoang, Tt ca com ciia thi trdn déu co it ngoai kia. Aido
lam cai chuyén nay s& ngd trude nhin sau. Ga ta s€ can than toi da day.”

Johmny Fic d4u. “Tiffany bi bt coc hom nay. Gior nay con sém Em. Lic ndy ki ic ngudi ta s& pham 16i am.”
“Vay cau du dinh di dau?”

“Cau biét t¢ di dau ma.”

“Dig di, ban oi. Té noi that. Té ¢6 cai cam gide khong 6n.”

Johnny khong hé nao ning, “T6é mubn cau di véi t6.” Jack nghiéng dAu nhin qua vai ctia héin. Ctra phong van déng, Johnny diit nhitng ngén tay Ién ctra
s0. “T¢ can sy tro giip.”

“Té khong bao giy ddng y di vao nhimg cin nha d6. DO uon ubn 1 quy tic dau tién cta t6. Cau biét mi.”
“Nhung cai nay khac.”

“Cau s& bi giét. Mot ké dién khing ndo d6 s& tém cd cau, va hin s& am thit cau.” Khu6n mit ctia Jack x4m xit va héin van ni bang ca co thé. “Bimg
lam chuyén d6.”

Johnny nhin di chd khéc, vao cdi tdi ti mil ctia nhitng nha hing x6ém xung quanh. “Té da chét king ngudi di, Jack a.”

“Y chu 14 sa0?”

“Ga dan ong d6 bi gy chan. T4 nghe tiéng xuwong cbt giy vun. Mau me vung vi khip noi. Mot con mit sip stra 10i viing ra ngoai.”
“Thoi di cau. That khong day?”

“Ga biét c6 bé ¢ dau. Cau c6 hiéu khong? Ai do tong ving i ra khoi duong véi chit dich dé ga khong bao gior néi nita.” Johnny gio ndm dém lén. “Té
c6 miit ngay tai chd do.”

“Thi sao?”’
“T6 qua sg hai. To bo chay.”
“Thi cdu b6 chay. Rdi sa0?”

Johnny khong nghe Jack n6i. C4u van cc')’thé hinh dung duoc su viée diénra. "‘Gﬁ kla divong ra sau xe.” Caiq ]écNda‘iu “TG nglle tiéng kimloai, y nhur g
kéo Ié mdt céi ong nurde. Pdng co 16n, tieng miy gamri. Va céi gd dan 6ng sap chét, troi oi, gi qua sg hii dén ndi véi ra quan. Ga ndi té chay di.”

“Lai cAu nira. Ga ndi véi cau 42”

“Cau khong hiéu sao? Ga biét ¢6 bé iy & dau va t6 cim dau chay. C6 bé 1a em gii t6. Bon t6 i anh em song sinh.”

“Purng, Johnny.”

“Té phai lam sang to chuyén nay.” Khu6n mit Johnny Bp day khe ho bén dudi cira so.

“Va phai | t6i hom nay. Péy i co hoi ciia t¢, Jack. TG ¢6 thé lam, nhung t6 khong chéc t¢ c6 thé im mdt minh. TS can cau di vai t6.”

Jack bdn chdn, nhin trimg trimg vao canh cira dang dong. “Dumg yéu cau t6, Johmny. TG khong thé gitp cu. Pém nay thi khong



Johnny nga ngudi vé phia sau, that vong va buc tirc. “Céu bi sao vay Jack? Hoi som hom nay, diéu duy nhét cdu mubn | phong ra ngoai kia va tim
kiem Céu khong thé trd thanh ké pham phap dwoc.”

Jack van nai. “Nhung ddy dau phai chuyén choi, ding khong? Chuyén niy moi xay ra. Chuyén nay con m6i me. Chuyén that. Thi du néu cau tim duoc
gA ndy... cdu s€ bi gict toi mang.”

“Pay 1a luc d6. Bay gio. Ngay gidy phut ndy.”

“Johmny...

“Choi hay khong, Jack?”

“Ban oi...” Cau tra 161 qua 0 rang,

Johnny thiy 16, r& nhur ban ngay. “Khéng sao,” Johnny n6i, va sau dé cau bién mit.

Katherine Merrimon loang choang Vap béc cudi cling va ngd vao troi mura. Ba cong gip nguoi, cam dau chii nhui trong san. “J ohnny!” M6i ba nhot nhat.
Ba di chan khong, d6i nit hoang dai, dong tir gifin. Ba lai vap lan nita, té nhao vao viing bun. Chiéc 4o thun qua cd dai lé thé dén dau gbi, va chi trong
gidy lat né wét sting nurde. Bin lay bong trén hai chan.

Ba hdt hoang, ¢6 thé do say thudc, vi thé Hunt di chuyén than trong, Ong timg chimg kién nhing trrdng hop suy sup than kinh, va trong trurong hop nay
ciing giong nhu vay, nhu chtmg mép vai do ctia ba da bi x¢ rach. Ong chia doi tay, cac ngon tay xo¢ ra. “Ba Merrimon.”

“Johnny. That I phi Iy!” Mt ba ngira Ién troi khi mura tAm ta trit xudng, Hunt doan chimg vu bét coc Tiffany Shore da cao tung dét cat cai huyét md ma
ba tudng tirong ra cho dinh ménh clia c6 con gai. Ba tinh giac trong ngdi nha trong vang trén mdt chiéc girdng trong tron.

“Ba Merrimon,” Hunt goi nhe nhang.

Ba nhin Ién, va cho dit 4nh dén théip sang khudn mit ciia ba, doi mit ba van hoang dai va t6i mil. “Con trai ctia t6i dau?”

Hunt quy xudng va dit hai tay 1én doi vai ba. “Khong 6 gi ca,” dng nbi. “Moi chuyén s& 6n thoi.”

Giy phut d6, ba yén king; rdi khudn mit ciia ba nhu ran v, va khi lén tiéng, giong ba qué yéu 6t dén mirc khong tai nao nghe dugc gi. “Alyssa dang &
dau?” Ba hoi, nhung Hunt khong c6 cau tra o1 Ong nhin ndi vat va d6 ap lén ngudi ba, nhu bé giy ving thét lung ba. Ba quo quang dang rong doi tay
dudi dat, dao sdu nhitng ngén tay vao dat mém “Lam cho n6 chdm dit di,” ba théu thao.

Trach nhiém ctia Hunt tht 16 rang, Ba ta can sur gitip d6. Johnny can dugc mang ra khoi ngdi nha nay va sOng trong mdt mdi treong on dinh. L& ra 6ng
phai goi dién noi chuyén véi So xa hoi; 6ng biet diéu ndy. Nhung 6ng cting bict nhiing diéu khac. Néu 6ng mang dira con trai ctia ba di, diéu do s& tan
pha nhitng gi con s6t lai trong ba, va dng cling khong thé lam nhu vay. Ba ta quay cuong trong dong bun.

“Lam on am cho n6 chdm dirt.”

“Katherine...”

“Cac con toi..”

Hunt ngdi ti trén got chan, dat mot tay 1én vai ba. “Hay tin toi,” 6ng ndi. Khi ba ngurde nhin 1én, doi mit nhur bi tra tn va lac 1ong, 6ng kip lai tén ba, cim
tay va giip ba dung day.

Hai muroi phit sau, mira ngimg hén. Mot chiéc xe tudn tra gan huy hiéu 18 vao dudng vao nhi. Hunt thiy mdt bong toc vang khi dén trong xe bat sang va
canh sat Laura Taylor budc vao hién nha. C6 gin ba nuoi tudi, than hinh to 16n nhung khudn it hep. CO ta da timg c6 mdt thdi c6 moi quan hé voi
Hunt, nhung bay gio chuyén do ching khac 1o lich sir ¢b dai. Hién tai 6 yeu mot anh quai xé xe dua NASCAR & Charlotte. Anh chang quai xé khong
hé bict ¢6 14 ai, nhung dicu nay khong lam phién long ¢6. Tinh khi bén bi, véi Taylor, la mbt dirc hanh. C6 bude lén bac thém va cau may khi kn ting
“Hunt, trong anh rat banh trai.”

“Y ¢ 11 sa0?”

C6 chi vao quin 4o ctia dng. “Quén 40 wdt. Bin vang trén 40 vest.” Ngbn tay gio 1én 4m chi luon ca dau toc ong. “Anh lam gi vay, truot van a2”

“Truot van?” Hunt 1oy toc. UGt dam

“Toi c6 thé cat toc cho anh.”

“Khong sao dau.”

“Tiy anh.” C6 di Ién vurot qua 6ng dé nhin vao bén trong cira mo. “Anh n6i rat mo hd trong dién thoai.”

Taylor la mau ngudi theo sat ndi quy, nung Hunt chon ¢ vi mét ly do. Ding sau tAt ca cac vo boc canh st, didu 18, thai do vuot quyén, Taylor 1a nguoi



nhe nhang, Hunt tin tréng ¢6 s& lam nhitng diéu phai. “Toi chi can co dé y ba dy,” 6ng n6i. “Co ging giir cho ba Ay dimg m bét ctr diéu gi ngu xuan.”
“Tinh hinh t¢ nhu thé nao?”

“Ba ta dang néim trén giurong, tam 6n trong It ndy; nhung ba ta dang ding céi gi do, 6 thé  thude. Ba ta da mdt in budng xudi tat ca. C6 thé do
chimg lan nita. Nhung ba ta 1a mdt nguoi tir € va ngdy mai la mdt ngay khac. Toi nghi ba ay can thémmdt co hdi.”

Khi Taylor nga ngudi lai, ¢6 vé khong xtic dong gi. “O cai thi trin niy ngudi ta don dai i ba ta rat Ion xon.”
“Lon xon, nhur thé no?

“Pung ¢ phan tng nhu vay.”

“T6i dau ¢4.”

Mt nu cudi dudi doi miit long lanh. “Tao lao. Nhin anh kia. Moi tréing da, mach méu ndi trén c6. Anh nhin t0i nhu thé t6i dang n6i vé me ctia anh khong
bang. Hodc ba xa cta

anh vay.”

Hunt ha giong xudng, tur &p minh bt cang théng. “Lon xon nhur thé nao?”

Taylor nhiin vai khong thong cam va nghiéng dau hudng vio nha. “Ba ta dén truong mdt in dé dén 6 con gai. Lic d6 da bbn thang sau ngiy con gai ba
ta bibat coc. Khinha truong cho biét con gai ba ta khong co ¢ do, ba ta tir choi khong chiu ra vé, yéu cau phai duge gip con. Bat dau gao thét khi ho
co gang giai thich. Chuyén ndo loan dén mirc mt canh sat vién phai h tong ba roi khoi truong. Ba dy ngdi trén xe canh sat ba gio dong ho, khoc. Va
anh c6 biet canh sat Daniels khong?”

“Nhan vién m6i vao nghé?”

“Anh ta dugc phai dén dé gii quyét vu ba ta goi dién bao c6 phé cong ddt nhap khoang sau tuén trude va thiy ba ta nitm ngi trong mdt ngdi nha ci,
nam co quap trén ghe sofa. Nam nhwr hai nhi mdi sinh, anh ta ndi lai.”” Taylor nhin xung quanh can nha xac xo. “Lon xdn qua.”

Hunt yén king trong gidy lat, khi n6i, ong cb ging giai thich cho ¢6 hiéu. “Cé c6 miy chau rdi, Laura?”

“Anh biét 13 t6i khong c6 con ma.” C6 noi. “Con céi s& im anh hurong dén cong viée.”

“Vay 6 phai tin toi & diém nay. Ba éy‘cén sy cam thong ™ Taylor don cai nhin chim cham cta 6ng, va ong biét c6 dang tinh toan. Taylor | canh sat tuin
tra, khong phai ngudi gilt tré; va yeu cau ctia Hunt khong phai kénh cap hay thi tye. “Mot ngudi nao d6 can c6 mit & ddy trong truong hop con trai ba
ay tré ve. Diéunay 1a hop Iy.”

””Va nhiing chuyén khac thi sao?”

“Chi can giit cho ba ta dimg di lang thang ngoai dudng hodc udng thém thude.”

“Anh dang Iy chi minh treo mang anh 1én vi chuyén nay dy Hunt, va anh dang yéu ciu toi gio' ci g tran ctia t6i ra d& cho anh nita.”

“Téi biét.”

“Néu ba ta t¢ nhu thé ndy - ruou, thude, cai ginita - thi cdu con trai phéi duoc tiéu bang chim séc. Chuyén gi s& xay ra voi cau bé néu anh tir chbi
khong lam tron trach nhiém cua anh...”

“Po 14 sy mao hiém ca 1.7

C6 nhin ra ngoai trdi mura, va sur lo Bing hién 15. “Ngoai kia ngudi ta dang xi xio ban tan. V& anh va ba 4y.”

“Nhitng 101 xi xa0 nham nhi.”

“That khong?”

“Ba 4y la nan nhan,” Hunt ndi lanh ling, “Va ba dy da c6 gia dinh. Toi khong c6 tham vong ndo khac ngoai cong viée chuyén mon.”

“T6i nghi anh dang n6i doi,” Taylor ndi.
“C6 thé,” ong tra 1oi. “Nhung khong voi co.”
Taylor g& nhip nhitng ngén tay kén thit lung tron Kng giir sting, cong, hoi cay. “Anh lin qua sau. Qua su roi.” Nhitng 161 n6i kém tir té phat ra.

“Co se gup t6i chu?”



“T6i la ban anh. Pirng mang t6i vao chuyén gi nhop nhia.”

“Ba ta 1a nguoi phy nit tir € va t6i danh mét dira con ciia ba dy. Chi ¢6 vay thoi.” Thoi gian nhur kéo dai ra. “Johnny Merrimon,” Hunt hoi. “C6 ¢6 biét
cau bé khong?”

“C6 mot cau bé ndo d6 xuét hién, t6i cho ring d6 1 cau ta.”

Hunt gt dau. “Toing ¢d.”

Ong quay di nhung c6 chin ong lai. “Ba ta phai co g d6 diic biét.”

Hunt ngip ngimg, nhung khong ¢6 1y do ndo dé néi dbi. “Ca hai nguoi ho,” dng néi. “Ba 4y va con trai ba dy.”

“Khong Ay bat cir mdt thir gi tir nhimg ngudi ndy, nhung tai sao?”’

Hunt hinh dung c4u trai tré, cai kiéu cau ta hiéu nhitng diém yéu ctia me va da lam nhimng gi dé bdo vé ba 4y khi khong mot ai muén. Hunt thdy cau ta
mua do lic sau gio' sang, némda vao cira s6 nha Ken Holloway, khong phai mdt ln, ma nédm lan, chi d€ 101 g4 ta roi xa me cia cdu. “Toi thudng trong
thiy ho & trong thi tran trude khi chuyén nay xay ra. Ho bao gior cting di cung nhau, ca bon nguoi ho. Nha tho. Cong vién. Nhimg budi ca hat ngoai cong
vién. Ho la mdt gia dinh tuyét voi” Ong nhiin vai, va ca hai déu biét nhitng diéu con lai chra néi ra hét. “Toi khong thich tham kich.”

Taylor cudi khong dua cot.

“Sao ¢6 lai cur6i?”” Hunt hoi.

“Anh 1 canh sat,” c¢6 néi. “Moi chuyén véi anh ludn 1a mot tham kich.”

“C6 thé.”

“Ding rdi, phéi.” Giong ¢6 ta hoai nghi. “C6 thé.”

Johnny quan sat xe 6 t6 6ng Hunt roi khoi cén nha cu tir khoang cach chin muroi mét. Cau hup ngudi xuong khi chibc xe phong qua, nhung mot chibc xe

khac van d4u diing chd xe me cdu thuong do Johnny vira thiy chiéc 6 t6 ndy ding lic, chiéc 6 t6 bdn chd ngdi ctia Hunt, chiée xe ¢6 gin huy hiéu ciing
dan dén trén néc mui. Cau cin mong tay, ném miii dat ban. Cau chi mu6n kiém tra me cau. Chi mot chde. Nhung con canh sat...

T4 cha!

Mt cap vo chong gia sdng trong can nha noi Johnny d4u xe. Nhimng ngay troi 4m, ong chong ngéi bén hang hién, hit thudc 14 ré va quan sat ba vo im
vuon trong bo vay rach bac miu phia dang trude, 16 ra an da tring va nhitng gin méu xanh chéng chit nhiéu hon nhing gi Johnny nghil co thé nén co.
Nhung ho luon vay tay va cudi khi cau dap xe di ngang qua, nguoi dan ba voi doi tay ban, nguoi dan ong voi ham ring ban.

Johnny tréo ra khoi xe va dong cira. Cau nghe thiy tiéng xao xac ctia 14 va murde nho giot roc rach, tiéng éch kéu dp oap va tiéng rit ctia banh xe khi
chiéc xe khéc d6 dbc xudng ngon ddi va hit anh sang dén pha roi vao nhitng can nha thép 1 t&. Cti minh, cu 1o md vao hudng bén hong nha va bét dau
tién dan qua khoang san sau ngiin cch giita chiéc xe va nha cau. Cau di ngang qua nha kho ning miii co cat va 14 muc, timbat 1o xo bi ri sét chd nhimg
goc bude va trong tranh rat nguy hiém. Cau khom nguoi tranh dy phoi quén 4o, phong qua hang rao, va thoat thiy bong nhimg ngudi hing xom ma ciu
chi biét 1o mo.

Céu cham rii khi dén gin cira s6 phong me. Bén trong phong toéa anh sang vang vot, va khi thd dau lén nhin, cau thiy me dang ngdi & canh giwrdng, Mt
dAmnude mit va bin sinh ban én, ba 1 rii nhur thé nhitng dy ching doi sdng da bi cit dirt. Ba cam mdt birc anh trong khung, mdi mép méy khi ba dat
mit ngon tay trén myit kinh va xoay lung nhur thé c6 mot e nao dé nang, Nhung Johnny khong cam duge mdi thurong cam. Ngue cau thinh linh trio én
ndi vt han. Ba lam nhu thé Alyssa da ra di méi méi, nhur thé khong con mdt hy vong ndo nita.

Ba qua yéu dubi.
Nhung khi khung anh diroc xoay ngang, Johnny thiy khong phai hinh chup ¢6 em gai Alyssa ciia cau da lim ba suy sup.
D6 1a birc dnh b cau.

Johnny ha ngudi xudng dudi day cira s. Ba da timg dét ching. Johnny nhé rd budi trua ruc ning véi lira chéy phimg phimg sau san virdn hom do va
cai mii dang khét ciia tranh anh chay rui khong con gi. Cau thiy nhur vira moi hom qua, khi cau lay cip duoc ba tAm anh tir chinh tay me cau va chay
cuong loan vong quanh khi ba ta vap nga va gao thét doi cau tra lai cho ba. Cau biét 15 ba tim anh hién dang cat & dau: mot trong ngin kéo dung | tat, hai
tAm c4u cat trong rrong cho em Alyssa. Tam anh me cdu dang cam trong tay i c4i khac. Trong d6 bd cdu con tré, hai mdi md va mit ruc sang. Ong
méc do vest véi ca-vat. Ong nhin nhur mbt minh tinh dién anh. Trong mot gidy phit, hinh anh md dan trong tri 6¢ cau, sau d6 Johnny dui hoi 4m trong mét
phai va di qua san vuron dén hang cy thap 1& t&. C4u lao nhanh trong bong dém, ¢b ging quén di canh twong me minh v6i tim anh. Diéu d6 khién cau
budn, va sy budn phién Am cau yéu dudi.

Johnny nhd nuée bot xudng dat.



Dém nay khong phai i dém cho ké yéu dudi.

Mt con durong mon dan cau di dudi lim cay. N6 cao 1én bau troi dém vai céi tang qué 16n va day diic, dem dén cam gide hoan toan moi vé bong ti.
Ngoai xa i mt ndng trai trong thudc 14 da di vao quén ling. Nhing cdy cao to bién mét. Dy leo doc bo day trén mit dét tro va co dai moc cao qua
dAu cta cau. Bi khoang chin miroi met, cau phong qua mot con lach mrée dang cao mau ndu vang, Gai tAm xuAn xé toac da thit hai canh tay cau. Khi di
dén nha kho thudc 14 cfi, cau dimg lai va Fing nghe. C4u ¢6 1an phat hién hai g thanh nién I6n tudi hon & bén trong hit xi-ke. Chuyén xay ra da nhiéu
thang qua, nhung Johnny khong bao gior quén cude ruot dudi ctia ho. Cau dat mot tay lén nha kho. Nhimng khiic g0 vudng canh gio' xiéu veo vi ndm
thang, va phan Ion cac k& ho nirt né da nat vun khién nha kho c6 kha ning sup do, nhung trong né van ctimg cap. Johnny dan mit vao khe ho va nhin
thAu vao bén trong. Pen ddc. Yén lang, Caudi dén canh cira.

Cau budc chan Ién mdt cai x6 cli va viron tay Ién phia bén trén ctra $6. MAt ca chiéu dai canh tay mdi véi cham duge, nhung cau cam tlﬁy no o do,
ngay dung chd cau da dé n6. Cai tii duoc kéo ra va phan chudt roi ddy xudng dat. N6 méu xanh va 4m mdc, van dinh vét ban méu ndu do doc theo
mép dudi day. Johnny hit thé' mili ctia nd, mii thbi ciia dét, ctia chim chde va cy cdi chét. Cau nhay xudng va cam thiy hoi thd minh yéu 6t. Johnny nhin
vao trong bui va nghe that rd. Sau d6 kéo gb kho tir nha kho va dbt lira.

Mot dam chay 1on.
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Chuong 12: Chuwong 11

Tham tir Hunt 14i xe vao con dudng dan vao nha 6 6ng David Wilson nhu mdt con gié manh thoi nhimg dam méy ctia con gidng. Khi nhin xuong, ong thiy
phin nho bé d6 ciia thé giéi da chuyén sang miu trang bac: mit ving nuée trén dudng xi-ming dan vao nha, nhiéu giot mira dong trén ndp capo xe 0 t0.
Con durdmg cut dan vao phia sau nhimg toa cao oc khong c6 mit tién, danh dau chu vi vong ngoai cua vién dai hoc. Nhimng can nha turom tit 1 noi cur
ngu ctia gia dinh céc gido su va mot sb sinh vién c6 bd me khé gia khong chiu ndi canh thué murén & nha tam bo. Nhimg miéng dat hep, nhimg hang cay
cao va to xi. Nhimg méng hep xanh ron danh d4u cac khe ranh trén dudng xi-ming di bo. C6 dai. Réu. Khong khi dam mii nhig thir dang sinh s6i
phat trién.

Troi mura khién hang x6m ling giéng 6 riét trong nha, ciing khién cho swr ¢6 mit ctia canh sat bét 6n ao, nhung Hunt biét diéu ndy s& sém chim dirt. Mot
ngudi dan ong dimg & 18 duong cach d6 bbn can nha, nhin chédm chim, mdt cai tii x4ich treo trén tay 6ng ta. Ngang bén duong, mot diéu thube 1am loé
1én 4nh sang trong bong tbi. Hunt im bam chiri thé va quay ra cira. Can nha kiéu Tudor nhé v6i nhiing cy kéo danh diu bong cii k§ gac n tudng gach
sammau. Mot doc c6 xanh phan cach n6 voi cac nha hang x6m; mdt can nha dau xe biét lap & goc san sau. Tham tir Hunt théy Yoakum tréo qua cai
cira s6 khong che man va di ra ngoai cira. Bén trong, san gb ¢6 nhiéu vét triy xude chimg t6 né da duoc str dung nhiéu ndm nhung rit it khi duoc tu
stra. Cau thang di lén lAu & phia tay phai, thanh cau thang dam miu va tron king. Nha bép & phia sau, anh sang clia thép khong ri phan chiéu duéi anh
deén sang gat Mt vién canh sat mic dong phuc gat dau chao trong phong khach va Hunt chio dép lai. Thém mdt ln 18, va an thir ba. Khong ai nhin

théing vao mét ong, nhung ong hiéu.
Tét ca dudng nhur rat quen thudc.

David Wilson 14 gido sur dai hoc, va cin nha cho mdt cam gidc nhur vay: gd sim mau, gach tro; thoang mii thudc 14 tuoi hay i chiu cil. Yoakum budc

A

vao tir phong an voi nu cudi chiéu 18 va vo nghia. “Toi khong phéi i ké mang dén tin vui,” 6ng noi.

Hunt nghién ctru ndi thit can nha. “Bét du di.”

“Can nha thude quyén s& hiru cia vién dai hoc. Ong Wilson dugc cur tri & ddy nhu mot dic an. Ong ta da séng ¢ ddy ba nim.”
“Choi qua dep.” Hunt suy nghi lai vé ciin nha, chi y dén sy domngé nhanh chong béi céc thude cp khac.

Yoakum ciing thiy diéu do, va ha giong. “Ho lo king cho 6ng.”

“Lo ling?”

“Ngay hom qua i tron mot nam Alyssa mét tich. Chua ai quén chuyén nay.”

Hunt nhin xung quanh can phong, méit nhim chit, khéng ndi cau ndo. Yoakum nhiin vai, sir bat an va lo Fing ciing hién rd trong d6i nit ciia 6ng, “Chi ndi
voi 161 v€ David Wilson,” Hunt noi.

“Ong 4y I trurong khoa Sinh hoc. Puoc moi ngudi kinh trong, 61 ¢6 thé n6i nhur vAy. Timg xudt ban nhiéu cong trinh. Sinh vién kham phuc 6ng. Ban
giam hiéu ciing khAm phuc 6ng.”

“Ong ¢6 n6i thing véi vién dai hoc dng Wilson khong phai 1 nghi can chir? Toi khong mudn kim hoen 6 danh tiéng ctia 6ng ta mdt cach vo nguyén ¢6.”
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“Nhan chiimg thirc thé, t6i da ndi véi ho nhur vay. Thay mot didu gi d6 va vi vay ma bi giét.”
“Tbt. Cho t6i biét diéu gi khac vé& David Wilson.”
“Ong c6 thé bt dau véi nhimg thir nay.”

Yoakumbude ngang qua tAm tham A Dong c6 & cii k§ hon tudi tho can nha. Ong dét tham tir Hunt dén birc tuong treo nhiéu anh trong khung, mbi cai
déu cd ndi dung na na nhur nhau: David Wilson di véi mdt nguoi phu nit tuyét dep. “Chua vo sao?” Hunt héi.

“Po phy ting may 6 t6 trén ban an. Thit bo bit-tét va bia trong ta lanh, va khong gi nhidu khéc. Mudi bay cai bao cao su trong ngiin kéo ban canh
giuong ngl.”

“Ong dém ching?”

Yoakum nhtn vai. “N6 cting nhan hiu t6i dung,”

A Vl]l nhi.”

“Ai dua cot voi 6ng?”’

“C6 déu hiéu ndo cho thay dng ta c6 thé gip o Tiffany Shore khong?”

“Néu c6 mot déu hiéu ndo 16 rang & ddu d6 trong cin nha ndy, thi toi chura khdm phé ra. Néu ong ta phat hién duoc c6 Ay, toi nghi chi i do tinh ¢o.”

“Puge 161, Hunt ndi. “Chia ra thanh nhiéu phin nho. Ching ta biét dng ta séng & day da ba nam. Ong ta 1 ngudi wa thé thao, ¢6 thu nhap cao, va thong
. 2

“Thé thao?”

“Bac st kham nghiém tir thi nghi ring 6ng ta c6 thé 1 dan leo nii.”
“MOot nguroi thong minh, bac si Trenton Moore.”

“Vay sao?”

“Pi theo t6i,” Yoakum ndi, va ludn lch di qua nha bép dén canh cira hep diing sau nha. Ong md canh cira va gié 4m tran vao. “Qua san sau i dén ga-
ra.’?

Ho budc bo ra san c6 wét. Hang rio kin ddo bao boc phan on san vuon, ga-ra to, vudng va tho, & goc tit dang xa. Xay bang ctng loai gach véi cin
nha, ¢ rong dé chira it nhat hai chiéc xe. Yoakum di vo trudc tién va md cong-tic dén. “Xemnay.”

Nhimng keo nha gidng ngang phia du6i noe nha dung dimg. Nhig vét dau ban trén san nha xi-niing xam xin md dyc. Hai birc twong duoc dung lén
bang van c6 mbc, va trén nhiing cai moc treo di dung cu leo nii: nhitng bé day, moc day, khoen thép moc vao da, dén treo dau, va mii sit.

“T6i c6 thé ndi dng ta 1 dan leo nii.”

“V6i mdt vai doi gidy trong ngd ngan,” Yoakum ndi, va Hunt quay dau lai. D6 1 nhimg doi gidy cao ¢d, da bén trén voi dé gidy bing cao su den ling,
uon cong 1én & phia trudc va hai bén. Ba d6i treo 1én cac moc khac nhau. Hunt nhac mdt d6i lén. “Giay ma sat,” 6ng ndi. “Chiing rat tot cho viée leo trén
da.”

Yoakum chi én kéo nha. “Ong nay ciing khong hé so mrde.”

“Xudng kayak.” Hunt chi vao chiéc xudng kayak dai nhat. “Chiéc niy ding di bién.” Ong chi vao chiéc ngin. “Chiéc d6 dimg dé di song”

“Khong c¢6 chiéc 6 t6 ndo ding ky dudi tén clia dng ta,” Yoakum noi.

“Nhung cac Yét diu do dudi san nha.” Tham tir Hunt ding chiéc dinh do mot chim chia khoa c6 nhwra den treo ¢ cra. “Toi dodn 14 chia khoa so-cua.
XeToyota.” Ong nhin dau vét banh xe trén nén xi-méng, “Vo ¢ 1on. Cé theé xe tai hodc Land Cruiser. Hay x4c minh voi vién dai hoc. Rét c6 thé nd
dugc dang ky dudi tén ctia khoa Sinh hoc.”

“Ching t6i tim duoc thong tin mdt chiée ro-moc dang ky dudi tén David Wilson.”

“Rét c6 thé no dung dé kéo xe grflp méy chay dudng dét ctia 6ng ta. Chiéc xe gin miy Ong ta sir dyng khi bi tham sat khong hop phap dé Iuu thong trén
duong 16, c6 the ong ta ly né xuong khoi ro-moc. Cau hoi dat ra 1 6ng ta lam gi & ving bi nghiém cam nhat ctia quén hat. Ong ta da lam gi va 6ng ta
lam diéu do6 ¢ dau.”

Ho rdi ga-ra 6 6 va kéo canh ctra dong lai, di méit nhin ra phia sau san vuron. “Trén d6 B ving dong qué hoang da. Nhiéu cdy rimg. Nhiéu duong
mon.”’



“Mot noi tuyét voi dé chay xe gin méy.”
“Ong ¢6 nghi xe 6 t6 ciia dng ta van & dau d6 ngoai kia?” Yoakum hoi. Ca hai bude dén canh cira sau nha, di vao bén trong, di xuyén qua nha bép.

“Chéc chén I nhur vAy.” Hunt murong tiwong quan hat trong dAu. N6 cach tha phi tiéu bang ca trim dam, sau muroi dam tir bo bién. C6 nhing ngudn loi
tirc trong thi trén: ky nghe, du khach, san gbn; khac héin v6i phia bic quéan hat i noi hoang da, nhleudam]ayva rénh nii hep, nhitng canh ring gia va gai
nganh d4 granite. Néu David Wilson chay xe gin may Ién hudng d6 thi xe 6 6 ciia ong ta o thé & bét cir noi ndo: duong nho, duong mon, rudng Bit
ctr noi ndo. “Chiing ta can giri vai don vi khoanh ving Ién trén d6.” Hunt tinh toan vai con s trén dau. “Giri Ién trén d6 bon xe tuan tra. Cho ho 1én ngay
bay gio.”

“Trdi rat toi.”
“Hay lam ngay bay gio,” Hunt ndi. “Va béo bang sb ro-moc cho hre lwong Tuén tra xa 16.”

Yoakum biing tay va mdt canh sat mac dong phuc xuat hign. “Nhé nhic cho canh sat tiéu bang bién s 6 t6 ciia 6ng Wilson. Cho ho biét né lién quan
dén vu an Shore. Ho da c6 1énh bao dong.” Vién canh sat bo di goi dién. Yoakum quay lai nhin Hunt. “Gi¢ sao?”

Hunt xoay mdt vong chim rii, nghién ctru nhitng tAm anh ctia David Wilson v6i mot 16 cac c6 ban gai xinh dep. “Phong ngii. Tang him. Trén nha. Dit toi
dén tht ca moinoi.”
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Chuong 13: Chuwong 12

Levi di chuyén cén thin qua sich ]éy va nhirg tang da tron truot. Con séng phan chiéu anh séang lam g3 nh6 lai mOt chit gi d6 khi gi con la dira tré. N6
nhu mot nhip diéu, mbt khudn mau, nhur ci 6ng nhom phan chiéu bd hin mdt nam trude khi ong dy qua doi vi ung thur. Con dudng mon 1€ vao ving déc
thoai va Levi ding canh tay con lai kéo 1é cdy va cdy con aé gico thé leo Ién duong dat sét tron truot. G chong manh nhitng canh gidy dé bam vio
myt dudng. Khileo kn den dinh, duong phing, gi dung lai lay hoi; va khi gi bat dau cat bude, 4nh sang phan chiéu tir con song ip lanh dang sau nhitng
canh liéu va thong tro, s0i va thong dai ngon. Trdi tdi sam lai, va do 1 ic ga nhmthaynhungkhuonnnt Ga thayvcga cudi gi va sau d6 bét thinh fich
ngung cuol, khudn mit trd nén t6i mil, do va wét dam, tu né nhu Vay. Gathayngumdanongva Vo g4, va thé nao d6, mat ngumdanongaycmgtro
nén sai lac, do lyng lén.

Va nhitng Am thanh,

Levich gangngungsuynghl, ganuongot rira di nhitng hinh anh ra khéi dAu minh, bom mrdc vio mdt bén tai stic rira nhungbantlnutranraph]a bén
kia. G& mudn trong rdng, mudn don minh dén nhéan 1bi Chua. Sau dé gi vui mimg, cho duiné chi B mbt chit kip di Bip lai nhidu ln. Mot c4i tén vang
trong dau héin nhu chudng nha tho.

Sofia.

Levi nghe lai lan nira.

Tén co bé.

G tiép tuc bude di va cam thiy dong nude 4m trén mit. Phai mat ca 1 dam duong trude khi ga hiéu dwoc minh dang khéc. Ga khong quan tam. Chéng ai
thiy g & ngoai ndy, vo' g khong, hang x6m ciing khong, khong ai giéu cot g4 khi ngudi ta ndi nhirng diéu nmi gi khong hiéu, hay cudi nhao g vi sy yén
Iang khi g tim thay nhitng con thii vét bi chét doc dudng. Cho nén gi cir dé nhitng giot I tudn trao. Ga Fing nghe 10i Chuia, va dé nhimg dong I nong
tudn roi trén khuoén mat kinh di ctia minh.

Ga c6 nhé dém sau cling ma gi duge ngy, nhung khong thé nhd ra. Tuén 18 vira qua ki mdt chudi du chuyén chép thanh nhitng hinh anh mo nhoé. Péao
bdi trong dat cat. Dibo.

Nhiing gi ga lam...

Nhing gi.

Levi nhim nghién d6i mét, qua mét moi; va khi chan cua ga quy xuong, 3 ngdl guc trén nén dit sét tron truot. Ga tron truot xuong truron déc qua nhimg
tang d4 xé rach da thit gi. Ga dép dau vao mdt cai g do cimg, thiy ‘ving anh séng chot lo¢ kén, va cam thiy ndi dau diéng bing né mot bén ngudi. NO

dam xuyen ngudi g, kinh khing, gai tua tua va tro song. Ga camthaymot cdi gi d6 nhur ving bé ra, 16n nhao hung ton, va phat hién ra céi thing da bay
it tiéu. Hai tay gi dap nfu, mdt lan cham phai nhira déo va cam thiy né tut di mit.
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N6 ¢ dudi dong song,

Oi Thirong dé, né bién miét trong tim tbi.

Levi trd mét nhin vao dong nuréc den ngdm va anh sang yéu ¢t long lanh. Do tay to I ctia gi ghi chit. Levi khong biét boi.

Gilo ]ang trong khoang mot gidy dong 1o, nhung 10i ciing lao xuong nuoe trude khi Chia bao ga nhay. Ga roi Xuong, chan dodi ra, hai tay dang ra, va
cam thiy nuréc ban dang thbc vao momgi. Ga trdi nguoi lén nhd toé ra, roi lai ngup lan trong lan nuée, hai tay 4m am dudi nude, nuée chay siét va lanh
cong giita cac ngdn tay. Ga ving vay, sac nude va so hii rang minh 6 thé toi mang, 1di sau d6 nhin ra nude chi cao ngang ngue gi. Ga dung day va 1oi
bi bom xudi dong murde, xé qua nhitng tia sing mong manh cho dén khi tim dugc kién hang xoay vong ho hitng dang sau mot cai cdy do.

Ga vat va khd s mang né vao bo, bd nguge Ién bo song trén cao, mic ké sy dau don c6 thé 1Am gitan phé. Mot 1an nita 2A lai nghi V& vo Q.

L& ra ¢6 ta khong nén lam nhitng gi da lam

Ga 6m ctmg Ky kién hang, Pau dén hanh ha than xac. Mot diéu gi d6 khong binh thuong dang dién ra trong co thé clia gi.

C6 ta I& ra khong nén lam nhur vay.

Cudi cling, Levi nim vét xudng, van co quip vong quanh kién hang, rén la quin quai.
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Chuong 14: Chwong 13

“Ching ¢6 g.” Hunt dimg dudi tang ham trong nha David Wilson. John Yoakum thét vong dumg bén canh anh. Hai bong den xody vao chiéc ga dén sét
1i dugc bét d¢ vao ko nha tro gd; c4i 1o sudi den van ngudi lanh & y goc xa. Hunt kéo 16 mot chan xubng nén nha, mot dam mbe va bui bam boc kén rdi
ling xubng. Khong khi trong phong virong miii dt cat va xi-mang am wot.

“Ong doi c4i gl thé?” Yoakum hoi.

Hunt nhin vio trong khoang khong gian limg thip hep & dudi phong khach va phia sau nha. “Mot tia hy vong may mén. Chi mot lan.”

“Chiing 6 céi gi goi | may min, tdt hodic xAu.”

“N6i didu d6 cho Tiffany dy.”

Pa murdi lam gio tri qua tir lc ké nao d6 chua rd danh tinh 161 ¢6 bé néy vao xe, va ho ciing chua di téi dau trong nd h,Ic‘tim kiém cd. H(_) da xem xét
tmg goc cuia can nha va vuon tugce, nhung ciing chura tim duge manh moi nao. Hunt dap manh tay vao thanh g6 tro ctia cau thang dudi tang ham, bui rét
xuong tung toe. “Toi phai kiém tra cdu con trai toi.”

Hunt n6i. “Toi quén ndi voi nd 1 t6i s& vé tré.”

“Goind di.”

Hunt fic du. “N6 khong nhic may.”

“Té vay a?”

“T6i khéng mudn ndi vé chuyén nay.”

“Ong mudn t6i m gi bay gid?” Yoakum hoi.

Hunt chi Ién trén cAu thang. “Thu don. Déng cira. Toi s& gip 6ng & don trong vong nira tiéng nira.”

“Va khi ndo ching ta dén dy?”

“Ching ta s& am viée tir moi ngoc ngach. Cau nguyén mot chit may mén.” Hunt dit mot ngon tay 1én mit Yoakum

“Va 6ng dirng c6 noi gi.”

Yoakum gio hai tay. “Chuyén gi?”
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“Khéng ndi mot tiéng”
O bén ngoai, Hunt thay s6 dong hang xdm tu tap ¢ via he. Hai canh sat méc dong phuc giir ho & mdt khoang cach xa, nhung ong phai di qua dam dong

dé dén noi dau xe. Ong dén gin xe thi mot nglrm dan 6ng iy trong gian dit hoi: “Chuyén nay c¢6 lién quan gi dén Tiffany Shore?” Ong ta lon tiéng
“Khong mot ai n6i cho chiing toi bt cir didu gl.” Hunt di qua ngudi dan ong, va ngudi d6 chi tay vé huéng nha Wilson, 1n6i to hon. “Ong 4y ¢6 lién quan

g khong?”
Chut xfu nira Hunt dimg lai, nhung 6ng khong durng,

Chang diéu gi 6ng n6i ra co thé 1am cho tinh hinh bét cang thing di.

Vio bén trong 6 t0, 6ng vin diéu hoa lén mirc cao nhét va Ieo lai ra khoi dam dong Ong can phai tat qua nha, kiém tra cAu con trai, nhung i anh lai
lang thang doc theo ria ngoai cting thi tran, sau d6 nhin xubng con duong dai, déc dtmg, dan dén nha Katherine Merrimon. Canh sat Taylor md cira
trurde khi ong gd. C6 c6 vé canh giac cao do, hai mbi mim chat. Hunt dé ¥ tay cia c6 dat trén bao stng. C6 bét cing thing khi biét nguroi dén nha 1 ai,
sau d6 budc ra hang hién va dong ctra lai sau lung,

Hunt git dau. “C6 diu hiéu gi khong?”

“V& anh nhoc a? Khong, Con céi g chét tiét Ken Holloway, thi c6 ddy.”

“Chuyén gl viy?”

“Ga ta tim kiém Johnny. Trong g rat buc, mit d6 g Ién, li nhai méi vé cy dan piano bi pha hong. Cay dan Steiman hay Steibeck gi d6.”
“Steinway.”

“A, n6 d6. Cyc d4 ném qua ctra sb ciing ving tring vao cdy dan piano.” Taylor cudi. “Toi nghi ¢ & n6 dit gid im”

Mot céi gi d6 kéo cang mdm tham tir Hunt. “C6 thé. Ga Ay ¢6 lam phién 6 gi khong?”
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“C6 chir. Bit dau gao thét doi gip ba me cau bé khi toi tir chbi khong cho g vao bén trong, Toi ndi gi binh tinh, g3 ndi gi s& lim cho t6i bi sa thai.
Hunt cdm nhan dugc n6i buc doc cua 6. “Toi ndi cho anh nghe, néu cdu con trai d6 cd mit & day, toi nghi cdu ta s& bi an don.”

“Bao 1u r6i?”” Hunt thoang nhin ra dudng,

“Khoang chirng mit gio. Ga noi gd s& trd lai voi ludt su cua ga.”

“C06 khong n6i dua cha?”

C5 nhiin vai. “G3 mudn vao nha va bing moi gia phéi vao.”

“Néu g trd lai,” Hunt n6i, “va néu i bia ra Iy do ndy no, t6i s& nhot ga.”

“That vay sao?”

“T6i khong thé dé gi doa nat nhan chimg hoac gy rdi loan cudc didu tra clia t61.”

“Va d6 Ia Iy do duy nhat?”

Hunt trAm ngém, nhin cn 1nha phia dang sau. Ong ngiri duoc i myc nat cua vién noc va vach p tuong, tl’ﬁy’nhfrpg vét rach ¢ ludi cira sé, nhitng vach
nirt né ¢ cac 6 cra kinh. Ong nh¢ can nha ba Katherine sinh song khi con gi Alyssa bi bét coc, nhé doi mit t6i tham va niem tin dirt rudt rang Chiia s&
mang tra lai cho ba dira con gai mét tich. Ba thudng cau nguyén bén canh cira s6 huéng ve hudéng nam, anh séng trinh nguyén trén da thit hoan hao khicn
ba nhin nhir mot thién thép Va Ken Holloway luon c6 mit trong suot thoi gian do, curdi voi ba, chu cap tién bac cho bé}. Chgyén gié chikéo dai mit
thang. Mot khi ba bi nghién nat thanh cat bui, ga s€ budng tha ba nhwr con kén kén. Bay gio thi ba tan ta ta toi. Hunt chac chan bict 15 ké lamba ta toi.
“T6i ghét g 4y, Hunt n6i, doi mit ong ddi vé cdi xa xam. “To6i ghét hin t6i mirc t6i ¢6 thé giét hin.”

Taylor liéc di chd khac. “Khong thé ndo tin ti vira nghe cau n6i d6.”

Hunt cdm nhan hai vai minh viron Ién cao, mau chay ran ran trén mat. “Thoi quén chuyén do di.”

Taylor nhin chim chdm vao 6ng. “Anh c6 chic khong?”

“Chéc.”

“Anh chic nhur vay?”



“U diing, Chac nhur vay.”

“Tot im” Co gat dau.

Ong nhin ra con dudng va n6i, “Chéic g3 dang dia gion véi to1.”

Chiéc Escalade méu triing ctia Ken Holloway chay chém trén duone, bdng mdt banh xe kin xudng rénh ne khi chiée xe ré vao con duong dn vao
nha. Trong gidy phut, chicc xe chét may; roi ting may rt én va banh xe phong lén khoi ranh. Mot mang dat den ngdm 6 canh rénh nuée. Nhitng tang
bin va ¢ deo dinh trén rdn xe phia bén phai. Qua cira s6, Hunt ¢6 thé thiy khuon mit Holloway: cim nghiém nghi, it do ung. Ngbi canh 6 ongta la
ngudi dan ong nhin cam phin ma Hunt nhé da tmg gip doi 1an & toa an, mdt ludt sur gi d6. Khudn mét gi bong nhot va amudt. Ga ta kéo gat can mo
cira xudng xe, sau d6 ghé tom nhin moi thir bén ngoai: cin nha, bim sinh va cém. Bo dang ciia gii lic ra khéi xe 12 hinh anh di thod nhat Hunt ting chimg
kién.

Hunt budc xudng san va Taylor sat canh bén canh 6ng, Ga ta mic chiéc quan jeans moi tinh, chiéc 4o SO mi mau hong so vin, d6i ung cta g di con dat
tien hon cdy sing ctia Hunt. Ga to 6n, phai hon mot ta nhiéu. Trong gi day gian dit va de doan khi 16i ¢ ong ludt sur qua dong bun. “Noi véi ho,” ga chi
tay, chiéc vong bang dong lic Iac trén ¢ tay. “Néi véi ho trinh tur moi chuyén nhur thé nao.”

Ong luat sur giii thing 4o vest. Da it dng ta ling bong, mong tay duwoc cét ki ludng, va giong ndi ging guong, “Toi ciing khong rd tai sao ti ¢ mit &
day,” ong luat su noi. “Toi da gidi thich cho ong...”

Holloway ¢t ngang 11 néi. “Ong I luat su cuia toi. Toi da tra tién cho 6ng, Bay i, n6i vi ho.”

Ong luat su hét nhin Holloway lai nhin sang vién canh sat. Ong kéo dai ¢ tay 40 nhur khi dang & ngodi toa an.
“Holloway 14 chii nhan ctia manh dét ndy. Ong 4y muén dugc ra vio tir do trong méanh dit cia 6ng dy.”

“Doi hoi quyén ra vao,” Holloway ngit 1i. “N6 1a nha ciia t6i.”

Hunt gitt giong binh tinh. “Lic ndy khi toi & day, ong n6i 6ng la khach cla can nha nay.”

“Noi cho diing nghita. To6i la cht s& hitu ctia n6.”

“Nhung ba Katherine Merrimon 1a ngudi thué nha hop phap.”

“Ong Holloway ly ctia ba ta mdt d6-la mdi théang,” ong ludt sur néi. “Khé mi ndi ba ta 1 nguoi thué nha.”
“Thué nha 14 thué nha,” Hunt ni, nhin thing vio nit 6ng luat su. “Ong biét diéu dy ma.”

“Cho dui vy, 6ng ta ¢ quyén xem xét cin nha.”

“Vao ltc thich hop va c6 gidy thong bao,” Taylor stra lai Ioi. “Khong phai gitta dém. Néu 6ng ta mubn goi dién cho ba Merrimon, 6ng ta van c6 thé goi
cho ba y.”

“Ba ta khong tré 161 dién thoai,” dng it sur noi.

Holloway budc t6i trude. “Toi mudn gip anh nhoc ti do. N6 Lmhur ca mdt tai san tur nhan ¢6 gid tri va can phéi chiu trach nhiém vé viée Bmdo. Toi chi
nmuon ndi chuyén véi nd.”

“That vay sa0?” Hunt khong thé gidu di s khong wa va kinh tom.
“Di nhién roi. Con diéu gi nira?”

“Va néu toi n6i v6i ong thing bé khong c6 mit ¢ day?” Hunt hoi, budc 1én phia trude cho dén khi khoang cach giira hai ngudi dan 6ng chi vira du hai
mét. Ong biét Holloway I ké d& ndi nong, Biét 5. By gior dng mudn thy no.

Kién nhin dé thiy no.

Hai miit Holloway nghién chéit, va Hunt nhan thiy sy ran nirt dau tién trong ci vo bén ngoai. Ga dan ong nay khong thich bj don ép, khong thich bj théch
do, do d6 Hunt nghiéng ngurdi gan hon. Ong chiing 6 cho Holloway thiy sur khinh man trong doi mét minh, va thay g can moi. Ngay vao phit chot, ong
ludt su cling nhan ra chuyén gi sap xdy ra. Ong ta md miéng;

“Ong Holloway... ”

“Anh c6 biét t0i I ai khong?” Holloway gio ngon tay Ién va dt thiing vao nguc clia Hunt. Va chi can bao nhiéu d6. Chi mdt chuyén dong ém i va tinh
t, Hunt nam By c0 tay g, xoay nguoi g3 lai, bé quét canh tay ctia hin ra dang sau tit n ba vai. Holloway burde t6i trude dé giam bét ap luc, va Hunt
van giit nhip di€u. Ong 161 Holloway dén chiéc Escalade va nén miit dng ta xudng nap cap6 chi€e xe.

“Ong vira hanh hung mot canh sat vién, dng Holloway. Ngay trudc mit nhan chimg,”



“D6 déu phai la hanh hung,”
“Hay hoi ludt su ctia 6ng.”

Holloway xo¢ phéing mdt ban tay trén chiéc xe va b ging day minh dimg day. Hunt phai de ngudi Ién ga, va noi mot Jn niva nhur 6ng da n6i. “Va d6 I
chong ddi nguoi thi hanh cng vu.” Cai cong duoc bung ra. Ong khoa cai cong vong quanh ¢ tay tron day, phép that chat vong thép, bép manh n6 cho
dén tiéng click cudi cting. Holloway ving vang kéu gao, va Hunt git canh tay con lai be quat ra sau kg, Ong ding hét sirc nang ghi chit ngum
Holloway trén chiéc xe, va bop chat chiée cong thép. “D6 [ nhitng cao bude nghiém trong, dng Holloway. Luét su s& giai thich cho 6ng sau.”

A9

Hunt 16i Holloway dtng thing. Sw ngao man da bién mét, nhung sy gidn dir van bimg bimg trén khuon mit ga. “Ong khong duoc dung dén to1,” g3 noi.

Hunt ndm soi xich ctia chiéc cong, 16i g3 Holloway vao chiéc xe ctia canh sat Taylor va mo clra xe. Ong diit mot tay Ién trén dau Holloway. “Khong c6
g ca nhan & ddy ca,” 6ng n6i, va nhét g vao bing ghé dang sau. Khi 6ng bt gip anh mit Taylor, khong c6 mu cudi va sir hai hude trong giong ndi ciia
ong. “Si quan canh sat Taylor, c6 lam on giai 5ng Holloway vé ddn va tong giam 6ng ta!”

Taylor giit khudn mét nghiém trang, nhung khong gidu dugc cam xiic. “Thra ving,” Hunt quan sét ho ra di: chiéc xe tuan tiéu voi khuén mit do tmg ciia
Holloway dinh vao cira kinh, chiéc Cadillac to 16n voi ong lut sur gi mai ngdi lai dang sau vo-king béng da. Ho leo 1én ngon ddi va bién mt khoi tim
nhin. Con tirc gian ngudi ngoai, tia kira ctia hai ong nhen Ién. Ong dimg mdt minh trong sén nha, nghi dén ba Katherine, va sau do tré vao nha. Bén trong
can nha, ong €p tai vao canh cura. Ong x0¢é nhing ngodn tay trén gd danh nhén va trong mdt gidy phit twong turgng chinh minh budc vao phong. Ba ta van
1h6 bé va xanh xao, van ndm yén trén giurdng, nhung ba s& mim cudi, tay ba s& viron én.

Hunt lién tuong gidly phit d6 trai dai ra nhe mot ddmduong cat a 4m nhung n6 chi la vy, trong mot gily phit. Mot ao giéc. Ong I vién canh sat thit bai
trong viéc mang dra con gai ctia ba tré vé nha. Ong khong thé nio thay doi dugc sy thit ciing nhur ba 4y khong thé quén con gai. Diu d6 that khong

cong bang

Tay budng thdng xuéng, 6ng budc vao phong cua Johnny. Cénh cira m6 va ngon den nho in dAu mdt vong tron vang trén cai giurdng ngin nép canh bén.
Can phong khac nhleu S0 v6i can phong ctia nhirg cdu con trai. Qua trbng trai. Hunt khong thdy d6 choi, trén tuong khong treo ap-phich phong lon.
Mot cudn sach mo namup trén giuong. Nhidu cudn dung trén ti 40, mdt hang dai sach ép giira hai cuc - gach. Mot tAmanh me cu, ba tAmanh cia
Alyssa. Hunt 1t tim anh gin nhét ctia ¢6 bé Ién. C6 bé curdi mim, ny cudi bi hiém. Toc den che phii mit phia bén tréi, nhung mét phai ham chira mot thir
anh sang; trong c6 nhur thé 6 biét mot didu gi diic biét, nhu | ¢6 dang cho doi ai d6 dat cau hoi va nd tung vi s trong doi. Nghi hre sdng ctia c6 bé lam
Johnny durdng nhur lanh 18o va ¢6 don, va Hunt khong biét ¢6 phéi cau 4y van uon nhu vay. Hay cau m6i thay dbi gin day?

Chi ¢6 vay.

Hunt Fic dau trude sy vo 1y cta thé gioi. Chang ¢6 gi mo ho vé viée chang thiéu nién Johnny da truong thanh. Tang chimg & tat ca moi noi: hanh dng va
thai d6 cta cdu, trong can phong tuong trong tron va ngay ca nhitng cubn sach cau gitt. Khong cubn sach nao danh cho lira tudi thiéu nién. Johnny ¢6
nhitng sach vé lich str va ton gido ¢6 dai, sach vé > nhitng tp tyc san ban cta ngudi Da do. Mot cuon vé truyen thuyét vo sining khoang mot can rudi.
Hai cudn vé ton gido ‘nguoi Cherokee. Nhleu cudn sach muron cta thu vien, dong dau voi mleng gidy tring bén gay sach. Hunt cAm cubn sach mo tung
trén giwong 1én va thiy Johnny muron cudn sach mudi bbn lan lién tuc. Chura bao i tra tré han. Khong mot lin. Hunt murong twong Johnny trén chiée xe
dap, di tam dim duong mbi chiéu dé xuét trinh thé thu vién va ky tén vao noi ho yéu cau.

Ong xemxét tra sach - Minh hoa Lich str Quan Hat Raven - sau d6 nhin vao trang dang mo do dang. Phia bén phai la tAm anh den tréing mdt nguoi
dimg tubi trong bo do vest thang nép. BO rdu tring che trudc ¢ 40 va cip miét clia ong chira nhiéu nét crong nghi. Hang ghi chii & dudi: “John
Pendleton Merrimon, Bac siphiu thudt va Theo chil nghia bai nd. Nam 1858.”

Hunt nhan ra ngudi Ay 14 ho hang ctia Johnny. Ong ta ¢6 céi nhin gidng bb ctia Johnny, va khong gidng cau bé ti ndo. Ong lat thém vai trang, dat cun
sach tro lai trén giuong, va khong biét me ctia Johnny dang dimg & hanh lang cho dén khi 6ng trd ra. Hai chan ba tho ra khoi cai 4o so'mi khong du che
boc than thé b, chan di dat, mot tay dé vao tuong khi d6i vai ciia ba cit mot vong 6-van nho trong khong khi. Poi mét ctia ba [ vét thirong khong bang
b6, giong noi ctia ba binh king dén kinh ngac. “Lam on lam giiip me chuyén ndy, Johnny.” Mot ban tay xoay bét anh dén vang, “No6i voi Alyssa me mudn
16i chuyén voi em khi n6 vé.”

“Katherine...” Hunt ngtrng lai, chura 13.

“Dg cii 1oi me Johnny. Con bé 1§ ra phai v& nha gios nay.”

Ba quay di, trurot mot tay doc theo birc tudng va dong cira lai. Nhitng chiée 16 xo ném girong khua lao xao va sur yén king bao trim cin nha.

Trude khi Hunt dikhoi, ong van dén lén va kiém soat cac canh cira. O 1ngoai sin vuon, ong b gang tap trung. Vu 4n Tiffany Shore va su suy sup ctia bd
me ¢b van con do; gi khong 16 voi khudn mit sap co thé hodc chura thé di mit trong lic nay. Ong can gip anh con trai, lai con gi Ken Holloway, va
Johnny, ¢ dau d6 ngoai kia lam didu gi d6 chi c6 Chiia moi biét. Hunt linh camduoc tat ca, mdt vong xody, mot sirc ning ngan can, nhung ng gat tat ca
qua mOt bén va lay cap thém mot khoanh khac. Tat ca trude gio chi c6 the, va 6ng chim doat n6 mot cach ich ky. Ong dimg dudi man dém, bau trdi toi
sam, va 6ng nghi vé Katherine Merrimon, vé d6i niit thAm tim va sy trong vang cuia ba.

Khéng con thir gi khac quan trong,
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Chuong 15: Chwong 14

Cach d6 chua dy mdt dzm dudng, ngon lira bing chay ép manh khong khi troi démy, Iira cong vong vang cam bén tung toé tan than Ién troi cao. Cau
ngdi chdm hdm bén canh dng lira, chén khong gidy, coi tran. Nhing Ein méu vang xam thirc mo6 hoi trén ngue cu, nho 1ndi V& trén mét khi cau quét
nhing ngén tay dinh than den tir gb mé xuong quai ham Céi bong ctia cau la ke khéng 16 cti rap trén tudng nha kho phia dang sau. Cu véi tay Iy chiéc
i miu xanh bbc i mau chim, mii ammdc va cay co khd. Khoa day dai bi an mon, rin rit du6i ngén tay, va mt soi dai bit dAu muc ra. Céumo cai
i va 16i ra mot xAp gidy nhau nat. Chit chi chit hai mit gidy, nhung cau khong nhin nhing chit d6. Chuyén d6 tinh sau, cau dat nhimg to gidy 1én mit dét
va chén chat ching bang cuc d4 si to bang qua trimg cit.

Ké tiép 1a soi day da sammau treo ling Jing nhitng chiée luc lac va mot cai ddu Ju rén hd mang. Nhig cai lyc lac cgu mua ttr mbt cu nhoc ¢ truong
hoc. Cau da tur giét By con rin va lay dAu no. Céu lang thang bén ngdy trong rung san tim con ran, sau do tlmthay n6 dang tAmning trong mot cai hop
k&m ¢t ky chi vai chuc met sau nha. Ong troi sap dat nhur vy, cau nghi. Con ran nay mudn bi phat giac. Cau giét nd bang mot khic gd gion, va sau do
cit du con rén bang con dao mi bd ciu ting nhan ngdy sinh nhat lan thir mudi. Mot soi day da thir hai bugc ndm cdi long chim dai bang. N6 to gAp doi
c4i Ibng cAu treo & sau yén xe dap: ba cai 1ong canh ndu vang, hai cai 16ng hoan hao mau tring, cudng 16ng day ¢& ngén tay ap it. N6 van con virong miti
than thé con chim, va ba cai 16ng con dinh mau kho tron déu: méu dai bang, méu cia cau.

Céu nhim mit va trong soi ddy da qua dau. Nhitng cai 1ong kéu sot soat. Nhitng cai Iuc lac kéu lanh canh va cham trén da thit.

Sau d6 cau ly ra cubn thanh kinh.

N6 mau den va day diu van tay. Tén ctia Johnny duroc thiép vang trén bia sach, sang lip lanh. N6 1 qua thud au tho, dugc trao ting trong mdt céi hop
trang béi mdt muc su Tin lanh — ngudi da ndi Johnny rang nhitng 101 kinh bén trong 1a qua tir Chiia.

Mot mon qua, cau bé a.

Lip lai diéu do.

Ciing 6ng myc su nay da dén ngay sau khi Alyssa bi bit coc. Ong da khong nao ning ngp ngirng khi hira voi Johnny rang, ding, Chia van yéu thurong
tit ca con cdi cta ngai, va dleu duy nht cau can lama cau nguyén. Céu nguyén cham chi, 6ng dy 16}, va Chiia s& mang c6 bé tro vé nha. Cho nén
Johnny da cAu nguyén voi tat ca tim huyét va bang tat ca linh hon. Cau hira s& hién dang than xéc dén Chiia néu ngi mang ¢ em gai trd vé.

P thé.

Tt ca moi thir.

Johnny nhé mdt dém dai 95u nguyén, va nhitng mong tay ctia me néng bong trén canh tay ctia minh. Cau nhé giong ba Ay, va stre manh phi thuong ctia
ba ma cdu tirng chimng kién.

Cau nguyén voi me, Johnny.
Tuyét vong, doi khat tam linh.
Cau nguyén cho em gai ctia con.

Lan kyé tiép Ong muc su dén, nhirg ngén tay bong loang va khudn miit béo phi nhéin thin, dng ndi voi Johnny ring cau chura cau nguyén du. “Con hiy
lam tot hon,” 6ng ndi. “Tin tdng hon.”

Johnny bu6e chan trén nén d4t 4m, nhich gin hon dén ddng lira. Cau xé t& bia cudn Thanh kinh, anh kira phan chiéu anh sang vang trén nhitng mau tur
danh van tén cdu. Cau cam tlﬁyﬂsuf s0 hai mé tin v bung, sau d6 deflrt to bia trén Kra va nhin né chdy. Cau nhin cho dén khi n6 chi con Ia tro tan, roi véi
mot tay, cau gio cao cai tli va do het nhitng thir gi trong tii xudng dat. Nhitng chiéc 14 khd roi xudng nhur mira, nhitng canh va nhanh bo lai thanh dong.
Tung, thong, van sam va nguyét que.

Hinh anh mdt dira tré khic tir v cay bu-16.

Mot soi day ruy bang do cia Alyssa.

Céu budc soi ddy ruy bang xung quanh cb tay, sau d6 nhin tir cdy co kho cho dén cubn Thanh kinh vAn dang cAm trong tay. Cau nhéc Ién, sau d6 diit nd
trén nén dat, va gid tirng trang trong cai nong clia lira nhur thé biet rang nd ciing s& dugc dot chay.

Khung canh nay mang dén cho Johnny mdt sy hai long kho lay chuyén.

Cau can Chua 16n tudi hon.



sksksk

Sur can thiét nay khoi dAu nhidu thang trude, va 16 bt dau bang mot 1o cau nguyén. Lic a 4y | mia dong, 10 suoi bi hong, trong nha khong c6 hoi néng,
va c4i lanh @6t nhitng loi n6i thanh khoi khi cau cAu nguyén mong em gii sém vé doan ty. Cau thirc gidc lic bén g0 sang, gio rit dang sau cd, va cAu
nguyén cho me. Cau cau nguyén mong cho me chiAm durt canh thude thang, va cho bd som tro vé vi me. Cau cau mong cho Ken Holloway s& c6 mot
cai chét tir tir, dau don. Cau khdc ghi nhimg diéu do, nhu mdt sy ciru rdi tm hon va quyét tambao thu. Mot gio sau, khi mat tro1 dang kéo dai ¢ duong
chan troi xa thim, 3 Ken danh me c4u bat mau vi ly do gi cu khong bao gio hiéu. Johnny c6 can ngiin ong ta dung tay, va cdu tr¢ thanh nan nhin tiép
theo. D6 1 khoi diém ctia moi chuyén: sur ¢6 doc va mau, 101 cdu nguyén khong duoc dap tra, va mdt cubn sach ma vang néi én sy ngoan ngodn va
phuc ting,

Nhirng thir @6 khong mang dén cho Johnny strc manh.
Nhirng thir 6 khong cho Johnny quyén néng,

Céu dat cui ting trén ddng lira, tiép d6 1a gd thong, gd cAy vAn sam va nguyét que Caudung gan ddng Ira va dé khoi phix quyén vao minh. Hai it dam
dia murde va phoi chay khé, nhung cdu hit khéi vao trong va day n6 ra ngoai, thdi Ién troi va xudng it d4t, roi sau thdi ra bén hudng chan troi. Cau nim
ban tay nhim himg khoi, doan thoi hiu hiu khoi ngang mt. Cau imrdm nhing tir hoc duoc trong cudn sach, sau do vo nat 4 cay bach xi trong long
ban tay va thoa quét nuée cbt Ién ngre. Céu nhét dudi 14n vao trong i, nhéc hinh ndm dtra tré khac trén vo cay bu-16 va némno vao trong dong lra.
N6 bit hoi lira bing chy nhot nhat, khoi trang va cau khong nhin di dau khac cho dén khi khoi trang bay hét én troi. Sau do cdu virt toan b cuon
Thanh kinh cua ca thoi tudi tré vao trong dong lira. Trong thoang chdc, cau nhan ra minh ¢ thé Ay no tr lai, giat cudn sach tir nhirg hudi lira d6i khét,
chay thoét vé nha, van I dira con ctia me, van yéu dubi; nhung cau dé phit gidy do trdi vut di. Nhimg trang gidy cong cudn lai, mdt doa hong den trai ra,
va xong moi chuyén.

Cau sdn sang.

Chiéc xe van d4u trong sén vuon 61 om ctia 6ng ba gia hing xom cach d6 vai can nha. Johnny ¢ thé thiy n6 khi cdu bang ngang qua sin nha hang x6m
Miii khéi &m vao da thit Am wét v ngudi cau den thui v6i mrde dau va bd hong. Cau 1 phong qua hang rdo va roi xudng sat bén mot thira dat da duogce
cay bira va cdy non dang nhii dan trén d6. Cau nhém vao huéng chic xe, dinh lao dén nhung dimg chét king khi nhin thay anh chép trong cira sb sau_
cua ngdi nha. Mot phy nir da gia dimg trong d6, ban tay gay gujc dAy mach méu khong nhiic nhich trén mat ban nha thmmau vang. Ba ta dim dau xudng
nuée va nude mét tudn trao. Khi ong chong ba xuét hién phia diing sau, 6ng cham tay vao phia ¢b ba va n6i thi thio vao tai ba. Chi trong mot thoang
ngin, mdt cai g d6 nhe nhang hon di chuyén trén khubn mit ba ta, cai €1 d6 nhu mdt nu cuoi. Ba ta dua ung vao 1ong ngire mong manh ctia 6ng, va ho
dimg lang nhur vy, yén binh. Johnny 16 Ién ngure cau, cam thiy dugc md hoi, tro bui va tiéng dap thinh thich cta tréi tim Ngay lic do, cau khong biét
ngudi phy nit khoc vé chuyén gi va chong ba 4 ay noi didu gi m mang ngay lai ny cuoi cho ba. Cau nghi vé bd minh, va cai cach ong 4y luon biét phai am
g va n6i gi. Nhin cap vo chong gia, c6 cai gi ding nghét nhur mic nghén bén trong rudt gan céu, nhung cau da nghién nat n6 bang y chi. Chi mdt gidy,
ham ring tréng toat loé Ién, sau do cau kin qua ctra sd va bién mét. Ho khong bao gio thiy cau.

Chiing bao gid ¢ ngudi nhin thiy.

Chiéc xe c6 mii cii kyva 4m Imc Dua lung vao 16p da kho ciing cua ghé ngdi, cau nhét mot tay vao tii quan. Nhitng trang gidy bi d¢ bep va nhau nat,
toa ra thir mii goi nhic dén mii gb thong va ltra chay. Cau vudt thing né trén dii va bat dén pin. Nhitng cai tén duoc chinh tay cau viét, ca cac dia chi

ciing viy. Nhitng ghi chi ngay thang dugc viét ngodi Ié.

Sau nguoi dan ong. Sau dia chi. Danh tinh nhitng ké c6 tién an vé tinh duc. Nhimng i dan ong bat hao. Johnny so nhimg ke nay, va Johnny nghi rang rat
c6 thé ctng mot ke da bit coc ca Tiffany Shore va Alyssa. Pay 1 nhitng thanh phan dang so nhét ns Johnny ¢ thé truy tim duoc, va ciu san ling rt
k§. Cau biét nhirng thoi quen thurdng ngdy va cong &n viéc lam ctia ho, chuong trinh truyén hinh ho thich xem va gid gidc di ngit. Néu ké nao hanh dong
khac thirong, Johnny s€ bict.

Cau xua day sur so hdii ra ngoai va dit ngon tay lén chia khoa xe. Doi mét, trong gurong chiéu hau, hién lén nhimg tia d6 va mi nit den ngdm. S& khong
ké nao bat dugce minh, cu tu nhil, minh 1a mot chién binh.

Pong co m méy, va cu i s xe.
Cau B it tnrdmg Da do.
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Chwong 16: Chuwong 15

Hunt goi Yoakum trong Itic 14 xe. D4 nira dém, dudng phd ving king va duroc lau chii sach s& sau con mra.

Dién thoai reo hai tiéng, Tiéng thir ba.
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Sau vai gidy phit yéu long, Hunt budc phai dep bo nhiing y nghi vé ba Katherine Merrimon. Ong dmg trong san nha ba chura ddy mot phut, nhung lai
cam thay t6i 161, Tiffany van dang mét tich, ong phai tip trung tAt ca ning hre cho vu an: nhitng cau hoi dat ra, nhing giai phap hanh dong phai hm. Ho
con diéu gi thiéu s6t? C6 thé m gi hon nira? Chudng dién thoai lai reo vang,

Nhanh [én, Yoakum

Yoakumno6i i xin 15i. “Moi thir & day tht dién khing!” Y ctia 6ng | don canh sét.

“Cho t6i biét chuyén gi dang xay ra.”

“Ching t6i dang thi hanh nhimg gi 6ng da yéu cau.”

“Trinh bay cho t6i nghe.”

“Déu vén tay ching toi ly duoc tir mi mét David Wilson da duoc dua vao hé théng, Chura tim dwoc déu van tay tring hop, nhung van con som. Chiing
i c6 bon xe tuan tra ling syc ¢ nhitng con duong lang héo lanh dé timkiém chicc Land Cruiser ctia 6ng Wilson, ma nd, nhur 6ng da gioén, duoc dang
ky bdi vién dai hoc. Ching t6i dang tién hanh lip m6t danh sach ban bé va ho hang cuia 6ng Wilson, bat cir ai ¢6 thé cho ching t6i biet ong ta da ¢ dau
va lam gj trong ngay hom nay. Chiing t6i da do x¢t ti mi cac dong s ciia 6ng ay ¢ dai hoc, nhung déu vo dung, Mot s6 it nhimg ké ¢6 tién an ma ching
61 chura thé do tim tong tich, nhung chiing t0i ¢6 nhing don vi dam trach viéc ay. Hai ke ching t0i dang tim duong nhu khong c6 mit 6 trong thi trén.
Nha ho khoa trai ctra, dén dude t5i miL. Bao chi chit dong trux)p nha. To6i duge bao cao mot tay dang bi nhdt & Wilmington, va t6i s€ nhin dugc xac
minh chuyén nay sém. Thém hai canh sat phu s€ tham gia tim kiém ttrng day nha sng ngay mai...”

“Tirng day nha mot.”

“Nhur 6ng n6i. Ching ta s& ap dung ké hoach ling soét y nhur voi truong hop ctia Alyssa Merrimon. Ngay trudc logic thé ndo, bay gio logic nhur vay. Cai

chiing ta can 1 nhén sy.” Yoakum ngimg lai. “Nay Clyde. Ong biét tit ca nhimg chuyén nay Ong da dua ra ménh lénh. Ong ciing nén vé nha va nam
nghi di. Gid ndy 1 khodng hai i sang rdi nhi? Ong kiém tra c4u con trai ctia 6ng chua?”

Imlang

“Chtia o1, Hunt. Ong ciing chura goi dién cho no sao?”

“T6i dang trén duong dén chd ong,” Hunt noi.

“T6i ni diéu ndy nhur mdt ngudi ban ctia ong. Ong nén vé nha. Ngi mdt it di.”

“Ong dua déy a?”

“Thye sy khong. Toi khong dia. Budi sang trong Ong o vé ta toi imrdi va ti Kkhong tin gio nay 6ng kha hon ti nao. Chuyén gi dang xay ra ¢ ddy, day
14 cong viéc ci linh tap dich. Chiing t6i khong can 6ng im viée ndy, cho nén vé nha ngi mot chde di. Toi can dng tinh tho sang ngay mai. Tiffany can
ong tinh tao.”

Hunt Fing nghe tiéng banh xe cham trén it dudng. Anh dén pha 6 t6 quét qua nhitng hing cdy den sim. “C6 & bay gio khoang mot gio,” 6ng noi.
“C6 thé hai gioy,” Yoakum dap 10i. “Me kiép! Choi dep va lam ludn ba gior. Toi s& goi dién néu co tin tire gi moi.”

“Pugc. Cong bang” Hunt dinh ctip may thi Yoakum néi, “Nay Clyde, 6ng ki chuyén gia trong vén dé nay. Y t6i i cong viéc. Nhung 6ng ciing can giit
moi thir nguyén ven.”

“Ong mudn n6i chuyén gi vay?”
Yoakum thé héit ra, va am thanh n6i Ién tit ca. “Rang ma giit n6 tht chit, dng ban.”

Yoakum ctp mdy va Hunt d6i hirdng cho xe chay vé nha. Ong biét 6ng s& khong bao gidr ngii, nhung ong ciing biét Yoakum néi ding. Ong ciing phai
thtr. Va ciu con trai cua ong...

Me kiép!

N6 lai 2 mdt vin d& hoan toan khéc.

Ong d4u xe & duong dan vao nha va tit méy. Hang x6m yén lang, 6ng nghe tiéng nhac khi mo cira vao nha. Mot su cam king don dép. Tiéng réo rit
kinh dong cua day dan. Ong vao nha va di Ién ting, 4p vai vao gidy dan tudng nhot nhat va tron lang, O cira phong ciu con trai, ong g cira, nghi ngd
tiéng gd s& 4t duoc tiéng nhac. Cubi ciing, dng md ctra phong,

An tuong déu tién 1 nurée da xanh xao, mdt chut Bp lnh cla i toc vang tring va doi mét nhin gidng ong phan nao. Hai tuin nita anh con trai s& tron

muroi tam tudi. Céu to 16n, co bap Céu Ia hoc sinh gioi sudt cude doi hoc sinh. Mot dira tré ngoan. Nhung nhing chuyén do thay d6i chi trong ndm vira
qua. Cu tré nén bét kinh va ¢6 chap. Cau ngdi ngay canh girdng, chén di tat thé thao, quan ngin mau vang, va chiéc 4o c6 dong chir KEO NGON



TUYET NHUNG TINH DUC KHONG LAM BAN BI SAU RANG. Cau cam cudn tap chi vé 6 t6 va chan dap nhip khi tiéng nhac gao thét.
Ong vao phong va tit may nhac. Cau con trai nhin Ién, va trong gidy phit 4y Hunt thiy mot didu ma rit d& dang xac dinh d6 1 ndi cam ghét.
“Bb ¢ thé gd cira duoc khong?”

“Bb da.”

Cau lat trang bao, hai mét nhin trd lai td bao. “B6 mudn gi?”

“Con c6 biét chuyén gi xay ra hém nay khong?”

“C6. Con da nghe. Nhung khong phai tir bb, cam on. Con nghe nhur tit ca moi nguoi nghe”.

Hunt bude sau vao trong phong. “Con co Imt ngoai d6 khong? O dong song?”’ Con trai dng im king. Mot trang nita duoc lat. “C6 phai con lai tron hoc
nita? Ching ta da ni vé chuyén nay roi ma.”

“BS dé con yén di.”

Hunt nhu dang nhin mot ga khong quen.

“Con da n6i, dé con yén.”

Hunt ngﬁn ngai, va anh con trai dirng ddy. Nhitng be'ip thit van veo va Iin tron dudi da cua ciu ta. Trong mot chéc, Hunt cémth?iy mudn ndi cau. Co mdt
sy thach thirc song suong qua dang dicu ctia g con trai. Nhung an tuong (jé chi ton tai trong khoanh khac vz‘;i gidy dong ho. Hunt chop mat va thay anh
con trai cta 6ng ¢6 céi kicu ma anh chang nay chura he ¢ trong thoi gian gan day. Mot chang trai tré rut re, rat to mod va ngly tho nhiét tinh. Mt chang
trai tre thirc ddy lic sdu gio sang va ty sira soan bira diém tAm cho riéng minh, im con diéu bang 0 thing va gidy thing. Hunt budng thdng nguoi. “Bo
xudng nha dudi. Ching ta cin phai ndi chuyén, hiy danh ra vai phut va suy nghi nhimg gi con mudn néi véi bd.”

G4 con trai imngo 6ng bd. Cau ta bude ngang phong m6 nhac va tiéng nhac theo Hunt xudng tan dudi nha bép.

Hunt ngdi & ghé ngay ban nha bép va goi dién cho Yoakum “C6 g thay d6i khong?”

“Minh mdi ndi chuyén voi nhau ma?”

“Phai. Va t6i mubn biét c6 gi thay doi tir lic Ay dén gio khong”

“Khong c6 gi. Con trai 6ng sao rdi?”

Hunt tho tay voi chai Scotch. “Toi nghi nd mudn giét to1.”

“Céuta c6 can chimg 6 ving mét khong? Néi hin goi cho ti.”

Hunt nhing hai ngdn tay vao trong ly ruou, ngdi xudng, “Céiné can k me ctia nd. Toi khong con ¢6 thé hiéu va ndi chuyén duoc véi nd nita.” Hunt nhép
mot ngum. “LE ra n6 nén di cling voi me nd.”

“Anh nhéc d6 thue s khong c6 sur chon Ira, Clyde. Ba Ay da ra di va t6i khong nhé ba ta dira cho cau dy thigp moi di ciing,”
“L& ra t6i c6 thé tao ap luc vé viée d6,” Hunt n6i.

“N6 s€ khong nhur vy nita.”

“N6 da bt dau nghe toan thir nhac dién loan va sin sang tay d6i v6i 6ng gia ctia nd.”

“Nhac dién loan. Wow. Ai lai goi churong trinh tin tirc budi t6i nhur thé?”

“Ha ha.” Khong phai chuyén cuoi.

“Ong hiy ¢ nha,” Yoakumnéi. “Chiam soc cau nhéc nha 6ng.”

“Pong hd dang diém timg gidy, John. Toi s& c6 mit ¢ d6 dung mudi gio.”

“Pung lam chuyén nay nita.”

“Lam gi?”” Hunt nghe thiy sur gidn dit trong 1i ndi ctia ong. Yoakum ciing nhén théy.

“Ong mit mat bdy nhiéu chwra du sao, Clyde? That ddy.”



“Y ong i sa0?”

“Lay Chia t6i. Hay diit quyén loi con 6ng Ién truée dimdi.”

Hunt mudn dép 1. Ong mubn n6i didu g d6 hung ton va gay gat nhung Yoakumda cip dién thoai. Hunt gac dng nghe vao may, nhim nhi thém ngum
Scotch, sau do d6 hét vao bdn rira. Yoakum chi co gang Jam diéu nén Bm. Hunt hiéu chuyén, do do6 6ng trdm ngam suy nghi ky Ve vAn d@ thue sy. Ong
dAm chim trong cong viéc, nhung d6 khong phai tht ca van dé. Trong cai finh ling va t5i miy cta nha bép, Hunt thi nhan, mot ln, ring ong khong ua
thich anh con trai minh im. Ong yéu cu ta, di nhién, nhung khong ua no. Khong wra thai do, niém tin va nhitng chon Iya ctia no.

Anh con trai nay da thay doi.

Hunt xtc ly ruou, va khi ong tré lai, Allen dang dimg & canh ctra. Ca hai chdm chiim nhin nhau, va c4u con trai i ngudi nhin di chd khac trude. “Thi con
trdn hoc. Rdi sa0?”

“Trudc tién, diéu d6 bét hop phap.”

“Bd ¢6 thé lam on tit may di dugc khong?”” Han chii mdt tay doc theo cai ga do tay clia ghé ngdi. “Tai sao ic ndo b ciing phéi dong vai ong co? Tai
sao bo khong thé lam mdt 6ng bo binh thurong?”

“Bo 6ng bd binh thudng khong quan tim gi chuyén con trai trén hoc sa0?”’

Allen quay dau. “Bb hiéu y con ma.”

“Mot ngurdi dan ong bi giét & trén cau. Con biét dicu d6. B giét ngay ci chd con co mit.”

“Vai gio sau khi con c6 mat ¢ d6.”

“Chuyén gi s& xay ra v6i con? BS phai an néi véi me con nhur thé ndo néu c6 bt cir diéu gi khong may xay dén voi con?”
“Thi, ¢6 chuyén gi xay ra dau, cho nén b khong bi lién luy.”

“Con ¢6 thiy Johnny Merrimon ngoai d6 khong? Ca Jack Cross nira?”

“Bb biét con gap, bang khong bd ciing ching hoi. D6 1 chuyén com Bm m, ding khong? D6 1a cach ma ho thAm cung nghi can.”
“Ngoai chuyén xay ra hdm nay, con ¢ bao gio' gip Johnny Merrimon khong?”

“N6 hoc truong cap I1. Con con hoc 16p murdi hai”

“Bd biét,” Hunt ndi. “Nhung con ¢6 bao gidy giip né déu dé khong? C6 bao gidr con n6i chuyén véi n6?”

“Chang ai ndi chuyén v6i nd ca. N6 1a thing lap di.”

Hunt dmg théng, hon than tirc gian bing bimg trong d6i mét ctia ong,

“Lap di thé nao?”

“N6 chiing bao gid n6i chuyén, b biét ma; va né c6 doi mit chét ngudi.”” Allen xoay tron hai vai. “Dau 6c né lung tung. Y con 1, sinh doi, bd biét
khong, Lam sao mdt nguoi ¢d thé quén di dugce nhitng chuyén nhu vay?”

“Con Tiffany Shore thi sa0?”” Hunt hoi. “Con ¢6 biét n6 khong?”

Anh con trai xoay dAu trd lai, hai con mét hdn ta khong tha thir. “Chuyén nay khong bao gior dimg lai vi bd, ding khong?”

“Sao?”

“Céi cong viée thd ta d6.” Giong hén rit Ién. “Céi cong viée th ta, chét tiét dy!”

“Con trai...”

“Con rat mét moi khi phéi nghe mai vé chuyén Alyssa va Johnny va nhirmg gi lién quan dén c4i bi kich hai hing d6. Con mét moi thiy b6 véi chong ho so
do, nhn~1 hinh &nh ¢6 gai, Iat di 1at lai hét démnay qua dém khac.” Han tr6 ngdn tay Yé hudng béq lém} viéc cua Hunt, noi ban sa0 hd so Merrimon ngy tri
vinh vién trong ngin ko trén cling 6 ban lim viéc ¢ khoa. “Con mét moi voi cai kieu hai con mét bo miy mi gidng phu va bo khong bao gio nghe con
n6i. Con mét moi nghe bo ngdi ¢ ddy I ba gio sang, bude nhip va lim bam cau nhau. Mét moi voi t6i 101 ctia bd, com hang chao cho va con phai tur
gidt quan 40. Me b dixa vi sy am anh ctia bo.”

“Nao, cho mot chitt.”



“No6 la chir ding ma, ding khong?”
“Me con hiéu su doi hoi cong viée clia bd.”

“Con khdng néi vé cong viéc. Cai ma con néi 1 nhitng thir ma bo mang vé nha hang d&m. Con dang ndi vé€ sy me hodc &m anh ctia b voi me ctia thang
Johnny.”

Hunt cam thy tim 6ng dap don dap.

“Do6 1a Iy do tai sao me bo di.”

“Con sai rdi,” Hunt noi.

“Me bo di vi bb chét mé chét mét me ctia thé.ng nhoc do!”

Hunt bude t6i trude va nhin ra rang ban tay phai ctia ong dang ndm thanh ¢4m. Anh con trai ciing thiy diéu d6, va dua tay lén thi thé. Hai vai cau ta
vong Ién, va Hunt cam nhén anh nhoc nay du 16n c6 thé an thua da voi ong.

“Bd danh con d6 ha?” Allen quet ndm d4m ngang qua mdt bén mom. “Bat dau di! Péanh di! Con thach bd!”
Hunt Iti bude, budng thong tay. “Khong ai ¢anh ai ca.”

“Gia dinh d6 I tit ca nhimg gi bd quan tim dén. Alyssa. Johnny. Ngudi dan ba dy. Va bay gios 1 ¢6 bé Tiffany Shore, va moi chuyén mot 1an nita & lai
bit dau tir dau.”

“Nhitng dtra tré dy...”

“Con biét tit ca nhitng dtra tré Ay! Va n6 s& khong bao gio ngimg”
“D6 1a viée ctia bd,” Hunt noi.

“Va con A con ctia bd.”

Giong noi ctia y diu xudng. Ca hai nhin nhau chéim chéim, b6 va con; sau d6 dién thoai Hunt reo vang trong yén Bing. My hién thi et goi cho biét d6 |
Yoakum Hunt gio mdt ngon tay Ién. “Bo phai nhan cti goi ndy.” Ong mo dién thoai. “Chéc chan phai 1a tin vui.”

Yoakum ni ngiin gon. “Chiing t6i da iy dwoc van tay trén mi nit ctia David Wilson.”
“Xac nhan duoc danh tanh chua?”’

“Pugc, va tién trién tdt hon vay nita?”

“Tét ¢ n2o?”

“Ong khong thé nao tin dwoc dau.”

Hunt nhin ddng hd deo tay, 1di quay qua anh con trai. Y trimg cip mét va thach d6 timg 1i ndi khi chiing thoét ra khoi cira miéng 6ng, “Toi s& ¢6 mit &
d6 trong muroi phut.” Ong tat dién thoai, dua tay lén. “Allen...”

Nhung anh con trai di quay kg, Y ddm tirg budc chén trén cu thang va dong sam cira phong, Hunt chidm cham nhin Ién tran nha, lim bam chiri thé,
sau d6 roi khdi nha khi nit &m hrong duge van 16n n va ciu con trai dang choi ban nhac cudng loan.
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Chuong 17: Chwong 16

Ddn canh st ndm trong mdt duong nhod & trén phd. Cao dc hai tang, gach do, tién dung, Hunt lao vao trong don va tim thiy Yoakum trén tang hai, dang
cui xuong trén mot tam ban do thanh pho. “Néi t6i bict,” Hunt néi.

“Vén tay rét 1o rang. Levi Freemantle. B6n muroi ba tudi. Da den. Cao gin hai mét. Nang hon mbt ta.”

“T cha. Toi cir twéng anh nhoc d6 phéng dai.”
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“Khong dau. Ga ndy to lon that.”

“Céi tén d6 duong nhur quen thude Em?”

“Freemantle 42" Yoakum dya nguoi vao ghé. “Chura bao gidr ti nghe céi tén do.”

“Chiing ta c6 hinh anh gi khong?”

“Tir nha 16 van thi khong. Han khong c6 bang i xe. Khong c6 thé tin dung hodc trrong muc ngén hang. Toi khong tim dugc gi.”

“David Wilson bi ép tung xubng cau boi mot chiéce xe 6 6.

“C6 thé hin ta c6 bang i xe tir mdt tiéu bang khac. C6 thé hin ta coc can.”

“Ching ta con biét gi khac nira?” Hunt hoi.

Yoakum luc loi soan dong gidy to. “Hén ta xuét hién trén mén anh radar cach déy vai ndm Tru6ce do khong c6 gi. Chua timg bi bit. Khong hd so nha
bang hogc dién nude hodc dich vu dién thoai. Ga nay la ma. Rat c6 thé ga moi dat tdi day tir ving khéc. Tir ngdy do, trong h6 so cho thay gi nhiéu lan bi
bat, vai lan biket an. Ga timg 6 ti, nhung khong gi hé trong. MOt thang & day. Hai thing 6 kia. Nhung nghe nay, g vira bo tron khoi nhom lao dong
cong ich hoi tuan ro1.”

“G ta I tl tron trai sa0? Tai sao t0i chura hé hay biét vé chuyén nay?”

“N6 duoc dang trén nhit béo hdi tuén rdi, nhung tit tan & trang s6 chin. Ga ta thude dién wu tién thip, thanh phan 10 pham khong hung ton. Khong bj ligt
vao hang nguy hiém. Hon nita, n I3 van d€ ctia quan hat.”

“Loai lao dong cong ich gi vay?”

“An ninh t5i thiéu. Lam viéc kiéu 16 trén con dudng hai lin xe chay & ving dong qué. Nhit réc. Tia ¢o dai. Ga ta bo trdn vao trong rimg.”
“Kho tin nhi.”

Yoakum cudi, him ring ctia Ong rt min va tring nhur duoc son. “Ong c6 sin sang nghe tin tirc chén dong chura?”

“Chuyén gi?”

“Ga timg ngdi tu, ding khong? Bing. Vao tira kham Nghe 16 nay. Ga duoc tha ti vé mot toi khéc tir dia phan khac chi ba ngay trude khi Alyssa
Merrimon bi bat coc.”

Hunt linh cam thy mt cay dinh kich dong, “Bimg ¢6 gion véi toi, Yoakum.”

“Chung t6i ¢6 dia chi. O dia phuong nay.”

“Con trat xét nha thi sao?”

“T6i da cir Cross dén danh thirc thAm phan day.”

“Ong tham phan da ky to trét xét nha chua?”

“Ong ta s& hm.”

“Ong c6 chic khong?”

“C bé ngudi da tring, B6 me ¢ 4y gidu ¢6.” Yoakum nhin vai. “Chi i vAn d@ thoi gian.”

Hunt nhin xung quanh phong, dinh loai ting khuon mt. “Khong duoc, Yoakum Ong khong thé ndi nhitng chuyén nhur viy duoc. Minh da ban vé
chuyén nay.”

Yoakum vuron hai vai, va giong Ong ta héin hoc mdt céich ngac nhién. “Cai thé giéi nity n6 a nhur viy d6, bét cong, bi tham va ddy nhimg tiéng gio thét
xau hd. Pimg c6 ghét bo gi toi vé nhimg chuyén do.”

“Mot ngity ndo d6 cai mom ctia ong s& iy kho khiin cho ong ddy. Cho nén cd ma giit cho nhing thir rac rudi d6 khoa chat.”

Yoakum thoi v bong bong keo cao su trong mdm va nhin di chd khéc. Hunt bat du duyét nhig thong tin ho thu thip durgc. Levi Freemantle cu ngy ¢
duong Huron vi Ronda Jefiries, mOt phu nit da trang, ba muroi hai tubi. Hunt g6 t€n ba ta vao mdy. Bibat hai lan vi ¢6 hanh vi ban dam. Khong bi ket
an. Mot Ian bi bat vi tang trit thuoc phién loai A. Bi thy an tii bdy thang cho 4n murdi tam thang, Hanh kiem tot. Mot 1an két an ti vi t0i cong xuc tu si.
Hanh hung. “Ronda Jeffries,” Hunt ndi, “ba ay c6 quan hé gi voi gi Freemantle?”’



“Ching ta chi biét ho cur ngu cing dia chi. C6 thé ngudi & chung nha. C6 thé hon thé nira.”

Hunt nghién ctru to& gidy ghi nhitng Ian bi bt ctia Levi Freemantle. N6 duong nhur chira hoan tit. “Dé [ nhitng bt b tao lao. Xam pham gia cu. Lang
vang. An cap si€u thi, lay Chua t6i. Khong c6 bao hanh. Khong ¢ tinh duc.”

“N6 c6 sao thi 1a vay.”

To gidy nhin gidng nhur hang trim tor gidy khac, mot cach mo h§, Hunt cam tuong nhu 6ng biét g ta, nhu 6ng biét hang ngan ké nhur thé; nhung cao gan
hai met va nang hon mot ta khong phai la thir dé quén. Ong kiém tra lai ngdy thang va xac minh Levi Freemantle duoc phong thich khoi nha ti ba ngay
true khi Alyssa Merrimon bi bat coc. Ga bo tron khoi doi lao dong duong pho mit tudn trude khi Tiffany Shore mat tich. Néu n6 Ia sw tring hop, phai
la truong hop réat hy hiru. Sau do thi David Wilson bi gict - nguoi cho rang da tim duoc c6 bé bibat coc. Van tay cua Freemantle ¢6 ¢ trén tir thi
Nhitng gi Johnny n6i déu tring hop. Yeu t6 thoi gian. Thé cong clia con song. Hunt dét to gidy xuong, “Goi Cross. Hoi xem moi chuyén thé nao.”

“Ong ta biét rd nhimg gi phai im.”

“Goi dién cho 6ng ta, John.”

Yoakum bim méy goi Cross va hoi bao lau nita m6i iy duroc trét xét nha. Khi gac may, giong ong ta xiu xudng, “Ong ta n6i khong biét. Ong tham phan
s& khong chju dé bi hoi thic.”

“T6 cha.” Hunt dumg phét day. “Hay di dén d6 trude da.”

Yoakum chup vdi ci 4o khoac va choang voi vao nguoi khi ong tit ta chay theo sau Hunt. “Tui minh s& khong xong vao nha khi chua c6 trat xét nha
chir ha?”

“Lam chuyén do chi chimg t6 su ngu xuin.”
“Do6 khong phai ciu tra 101.”

Hunt b méic im ngo, bude chin ddmto vang trén bac thang cimg, thd nham di xubng du6i. Yoakum néi Ion hon. “Té cha, Clyde, cai d6 khong phai
céu tra loi.”

Nuong Huron la con duong quit trai tir con duong chinh, va cl)ém dirt & phia bén dudng ray xe hoa nguoc tir quang truong thanh phd. Ving dat nay )
cua thi trén nam gan canh dé})u cua nhfmg doi cat; ban co thé biet nhur yay qua nl]iét do va céy 6. Cat gitr nhiét do, lam cho khong khi néng hon. Cﬁy cOi
phat trién chim trén ving thé nhudng yéu. Con duong chat hep va ngan, voi nhicu sin nha day co dai va cat bui va nhiing con ch6 ¢t vao xich sét to
tuéng. Hunt biét rat 16 can phai can than. Hai ndm tru6e day, 6ng giai quyet hién truong mbt vu an mang ba day pho tir duong cai: mbt phy nir bi ddm
thiét mang ¢ trong bon tam nha ba. Chuyén v € ra con trai ba ta 1 thi pham vi ba tir choi khong cho han vay tién. Ba ta bi thiét mang vi nim muroi
dong,

Nhitng con ngudi dang gom

Mot con duong dang so.

Hunt dat xe v& bén tréi va chay cham tir ciin nhé thir hai. Qng tht dén pha, hrdt nhe qua nhitng manh chai v, va ding lai. Con duong kéo daira, con
song den ngom, hang rio chan bac cham dirt sy nghéo kho va dan dén nhiéu noi doi song kha hon. Mot khe sang hep méu xanh thoat ra tir rém ctra cin
nha phia bén trai. Tieng dé ri rich gy trong ddm co dai.

“Pay | y kién dai dot,” Yoakum noi.

Hunt hit ham “Déy nha cudi cting. Phia bén phai.”

Yoakum quay ra nhin. Hai mdi bam chit khi 6ng doi nit nhin xudng doan duong t6i om

“Lay Chua.”

Hunt cting nghién ciru con duong. Ong thiy nhitng san nha voi nhitng con duong At mon chay tir hang hién ra dén duong 16, mot miéng ném virt & 8
duong, miy chiéc ghé s6 pha xp ¢ hang hién. Nhimg chiéc xe 6 t6 hur hong dugc ké cao trén nhimg tang da cuc. Ngay ca bau troi trén cao duong nhur
cling nang n¢ hon.

O hai nha phia duéi, con ch6 ngao chay hing huc tir bén héng nha nay sang bén hong nha kia va truc dién khiéu chién & khiic cubi soi xich.

“Sao ma t6i chan ghét cai tro ndy thé!” Yoakum noi.

“Hay di sau xubéng dudi mot ti.”

“Tai sao?”



“Toi mudn thiy liéu c6 xe dau & nha gi Freemantle khong, Hay 14 ¢6 dén thip sang”

Hunt van giir dén pha tht t6i om va gii sb chiéc xe. Ho kin banh thém khoang sau met va con chd ngao khong con hing hyc ruot dudi. Yoakum tra hrng
vao thanh ghe ngdi. “Choi dai,” 6ng ndi, va con chd phdng ngu’01 hét soi day xich ¢t cd, sta vang troi, khac ngc doc véi sy gidn dit turdng chirng nhur nd
dang & trong xe. Hang chuc soi diy xich khua vang cé& dy pho khi nhitng con ché khac cling sta um Ién. DBén vut bat sang ¢ hai can nha.

“Choi dai,” Hunt ddng y, va cai s6 de. Ong de quét vong quanh goc dudng va chuyén qua s t6i.

Sau mdt phit yén king, Yoakumn6i: “N6 c6 thé 1a van dé.”

“Damcho a?”

“Ching nghe thiy ching ta tién dén tir cach day bon

day phd.”

Hunt nhin dong ho. “C6 thé khong,”

“Sao lai khong?”

“Tin t6i di.”

Yoakum nhin ra ngoai ctra kinh. Hunt Ay dién thoai bAm s6 goi Cross, va 6ng ta tra 10i ngay tiéng chuong dau tién. “Toi cin cai trat xét nha do,” Hunt
noi. “T6i can nod trong hai muoi phut nita.”

“Tai c4i dng thAm phén nay.” Su buc bdi ctia Cross hién 15. “Ong ta doc k¥ lai to ban khai xin trat t6i lan thir ba.”
“Céi gi? Ban khai do rd rang nhur pha 16. Trong d6 1 1 do chinh déng viét di viét lai day du. Tao ap lwc 1én ong dy di”
“Toi da ¢b ging rdi.”

“Ong thdm phan ndo d6?”” Hunt hoi, va Cross néi cho 6ng dy 15. “Dura dién thoai cho ong 4y.”

“Ong ta s& khong néi chuyén.”

“Ong hmdi.”

Hunt chd. Yoakum nhin ngang. “Ong dang gy ap hrc Ién 6ng thim phén d6 a?”

“Tois& de doa g ta.”

Tham phan Ién tiéng trén duong dy. “Chuyén nay khong thich dang, tham tir.”

“Ban khai xin ban hanh trat toa ¢6 nhirng van dé gi khong?” Hunt hoi.

“T6i da 6 td khai clia Ong, va t6i s& dura ra phan quyét mot khi toi c6 du co hoi.. ”

Hunt ngit 1i thAm phan. “Dira tré murdi hai tudi bi tham sét trong khi thAm phén dia cot vé viéc ban hanh trit xét nha. Do s& 1 tit Ion trén o nhat bao
néu chiing ta qua tre. Toi cé nhitng cho quen bict vdi toa soan, nhitng ngurdi con mang ng' an oan. Chac chan t6i s€ nhé dicu do.”

“Ong s& khong dam am chuyén d6.”

“Cé ngon thi ctr thir.”

Ba muroi phiit sau, canh sét tap trung & mot bai dau xe tréng sau lung mot nha bang dia phuong. Ho 6 trét toa xét nha. Lic d6 la 3:10 séng, troi t6i sAm
va yén ling. Trén dAu, ngon dén duong chdp tach va chdy ruc Ién, sau d6 chay ngim voi tleng céc nghe 5. Nam 6ng com, sau néu tinh luén ca Hunt.
Ong trim chiéc 4o vest qua dau, vubt dy dinh Velero vao ding vi tri va kiém tra vii khi Jn thr hai. Yoakum gip 6ng 6 phia déing sau chiéc xe tai xanh
sam mau voi huy hi€u nhd mau vang trén ctra sau. “Ong san sang chua?”’

Yoakum vé mit lo Fing, “Chiing ta nén cho.”

L‘Khéng.”

“Xong vao trong bong 61 Il mao hiém mot cach khong can thiét. Nha la, duong phd bat on. Ga s& nghe tiéng cho stia khi ching ta con cach xa bon day
ph" 2

“Ching ta phai di chuyén ngay bay gio.”



Yoakum Fic dau. “Ong s& khién cho 6ng em bi thiét hai.”

“Bit cir ai co mit & dy déu hiéu ho ky gidy tinh nguyén cho cai gi. Py khong phai 14 trd choi Hudéng Pao.”

“Va dy khong phai mdt ong thim phan ct fin ndo choc gheo gi ong. Péy i dudng phd. Pay  vige ong dit com gidi vo tinh thé nguy hiém, trong khi
chor thémmot vai tiéng dong ho c6 thé B mot thé givi khéc bigt. Canh st truong dang tim kiém mot Iy do ndo d6 dé gy kho dé cho dng, va m cho ai
d¢ bi thuong tat 1 mdn qua tot nhat ng c6 thé trao cho 6ng ay.”

“Hay thong minh, Clyde. Chi mot lin thoi. Phai thuc &, suy nghi ki ludng”

Hunt chop Ay canh tay ban minh. Ong bop that chat va khién Yoakum dau thiu xurong, “Néu ddy 1 con gai ctia 6ng thi sao? Em gai ong? Do 1 vién
canh, va 6ng can phai nghi dén chuyén do.”

Hunt budng canh tay va c6 ging quay di huéng khac, nhung Yoakum ciing chua xong,
“Ong dang lam viéc bang cam tinh.”

Hunt nhin k§ 6ng ban minh, hai nit den ngdm trong troi dém, mét nhot nhat va ham ring nghién chat. “Dimg chéng lai t6i trong van d& ndy, John. Toi s&
tim dugc ¢ bé va thay co ay con song.”

“Ong s& phéi chiu trach nhiém néu ai d6 bi thuong tich gi.”

“Va Ong phai chiu néu ¢6 bé thiét mang trong khi chiing ta dang nhén nho tao lao & ci bai dau xe ndy. Bay gio, ong xong chura?”’

B6 dang Yoakum diu lai. Ong bé nhitng d6t ngon tay va git dau. “Toi mét moi hét mudn n6i chuyén rdi.”

Hunt biing tay va nhing canh sat khac dimg tu lai thanh m6t vong tron: Yoakum, Cross, va ba nguoi mic déng phuc trang bi day du 4o gidp. “Déy la
nhAn vét ching ta mudn.” Ong dua 1én ban sao ctia tAm hinh Levi ic bi bét Ky ra tir hd so cil. “Ga ta ¢6 vét theo kinh hai phia bén phai mat. Cau bé
nhdn dién g3 ndi I né nhin nhu chayxe_imong, nhu sép. Gi ta cao gin hai mét va niing hon mot ta. Toi khong nghi minh s& tim thay nhiéu ngudi voi thong
s0 trén, cho nén moi chuyén cling s€ dé dang.”

Mot vai giong cuoi lo ling, Hunt dé ho tu nhién. “Cin nha ndm ¢ ddy phd cudi clng trude duong ray, cudi cling phia bén phéi. N6 cach dudng 16 voi
méanh dét tréng diing sau, mot bén 1 duong ray, phia bén kia la mot can nha khac. T6i mudn ca ba phia dugc tréng chimg trude khi ching ta xng vao
bén trong. Nhirng ngon den duong phan 16n bi dap phé, cho nén troi rat toi. San vuron toan ki ¢o chét va dat phing, ngoai trir nhirng noi ¢6 cy va rac
ru6i. Cho nén can than khi budc. Khi chiée xe tai dimg lai, Yoakumra quan trudc. Ong ta s& mang theo hai i nguol.” Hunt chi hai canh sat méc dong
phuc. “Céc anh s& trong chimg déng sau va bén | hong nha trong truong hop g ta thao chay. Toi s€ chi huy tt ca con lai va xong vao tir phia cira trudc.
Cross s& thu cy bua ta, nhung t0i s& 1 nguoi dAu tién x6ng vao. Ga nay rét to 1on, do vy khong nén gy ndo loan hang ngii. Vay bat hin va bt that
nhanh chéng, C6 bé ¢6 thé dang bi nhdt & dau d6, cho nén phai kiém ché khai hoa. Ching ta can bt séng hin va ching ta cn hin n6i chuyén.”
*Nhitng con ché thi sa0?”” Yoakum ngit 1i.

Hunt nhin ddng hd deo tay. “Thy ké ching” Ong mo cira sau xe tai; mdt vién canh sat niic dong phuc cam tay l4i. Bén trong xe toa ra miii dau sting va
md hoi. Nhimng gi dan ong ngdi vai sét vai. “Toi ghét cai tro ndy,” Yoakumnoi, va hai canh sat méc dong phuc cuoi.

Yoakum ludn néi nhur vay.
Pong co nd méy va chiéc xe quay tron trong mdt ban kinh hep trude khi d6 ra dwong khong mdt bong ngudi. Qua cira s6 ding sau xe, mit duong cai
boéng bay va den tuyén, nhin nhur gwong nham thach. Hunt néi voi tai xé. “Ngimg xe mot day pho trude khic cua. Co mot cira hiéu tap hoa. N6 dong

cua.”

Chin muoi gidy sau, chiéc xe tai kin banh vao bai dau xe khong mdt bong ngudi va 1bng 1on dimg banh cach cai thing réc ri sét khoang hon ba mét. Hunt
nhin dong ho. “Ba phit nita.”

“Tai sao phai cho?”” Yoakum hoi.
Hunt lam ngo cau hoi. “Ba phit.”

Nhirng ngon tayqsiét chét rdi budng thdng, Nhitng ngudi dan dng ngd nhin gidly ctia ho. Cross s& soang ngdn tay trén cdy bua ta. “Dung gid,” Hunt noi.
“Tranh duong dé 61 di.”

Cross git d4u. Hai phtt sau, Yoakum thic khuy tay. “Nhac dién loan, hi?”
“Bay gio khong, Yoakum.” Thém mdt phit troi qua. Dau hiéu dau tién ctia doan tau hoa sip dén nhur con thily tridu, sau d6 tiéng bé dan.
“Ong c6 cam thiy khong?” Yoakum hoi.

Hunt nhin xung quanh khoang khong gian t6i mil. “Ta s& di.” Ong dap nhe tay 1én vai ngudi tai x&. “Khi toi néi.”



Tai xé gt dau, khong khi troi dém bt dau cing phong Ién. Tiéng Am dm tién dén tir hudng nam, 16i rd rét hon, to 16n hon. Sy rung chuyén leo nhanh lén
thanh mdt am thanh kinh dong, va khi coi tau hii vang troi, mdt nguroi trong ddm dan 6ng d6 co giat.

“Ong quéa 1 mdt thién ti,” Yoakum noi.
Hunt dt mdt tay 1én vai tai xé. “Di thoi.”

Chiéc xe lao nhanh ra khoi bai dau, 18 tri va queo mot Jan nita, damvao diing trung tam duong Huron va x¢ gi6 lao xuong cubi con duong khi ki cho
chdmdén trude, tru tréo sta va mc nghen trong nhing soi xich ¢d nghién ctig, Roi ho ¢6 mit & do. Hunt thay mdt chiéc xe dau trén duong dan vao
nha, mot cira s6 ¢6 anh dén bén trong. Chiée xe tai Iong 16n dimg lai. Cira xe mo rong va canh sat xuat hién day trén duong. Yoakum va linh ctia ong ta
chay tia ra hai bén hong nha, vii khi sin sang, nhimng d6i tng den chim 1an trong mau dat t6i khién ho twéng chimg nhu dang lo Kimng,

Céch xa hon chin mét, doan tau xe hoa x¢ qua mén dém, tiéng dong kinh hoang rung chuyén troi dat. Hunt chd ti xé mot gidy dé theo dudi kip, cam thiy
khong khi xé rach cuéng hong khi 6ng ra strc chay. Cross xuat hién ngay canh 6ng, ho chay mot quing dai qua khoi san trudc, ngén hét dat cat va co
chét cho dén khi nén hién trrde nha Kn xudng vi sire ning ctia ho. Hunt chi vao khoang khong gian giira khoa ctra va khung ctra, 101 i lai, mdt tay cAm
dén pin, tay kia cam vii khi. Ong gat dau mot an va khong hé nghe tiéng bia ta ra don. N6 mo tung canh ctra véi vun g6 sy kho bén tung toé va manh
kim loai loé séng, toi t. Poéan tau lao nhanh phéng qua, mang theo hyc hit chan khong va nhing tiéng lach cach nho dan; doan, Hunt di vao bén trong,

Bén trong, mot ngon dén chdy sang trén dAu mot cai ghé rach ném; anh séang trang tir chiéc dén neon hét ra tir cudi hanh lang. Hunt klem tra bén phai, i
xoay stng huéng qua bén trdi. L3 hdng trong trdng danh déu nhitng phong t6i den va nhimg u do ndi tht. Mot cdi girit phia bén tréi, tiéng lao xao tir
loa phat thanh, tiéng thdm thip ctia cay kim & vong cudi duong ranh dai. Hunt budc qua mot bén va Cross tién Ién phia trurde, theo sau 1 nguoi tai xé.
Trong phong nong birc va chét hep. Nhitng c4i bong nhay mia trén birc trdng miu thube 14 nhung khong ¢6 gi khac chuyén dich.

Miii dau chdy xdc ddy vao xoang miii Hunt. Cross bat gip 4nh miit ctia 6ng khi nguoi tai xé nhén nhé hai lan va chon chat miii ctia ong ta vao khiic gip
ctia canh tay. “Binh finh,” Hunt ndi gio, rdi chi vao can phong tdi den phia bén tay trai va hudng cac canh sat khac vé huréng d6. Hunt vung dén vao hanh
lang chit hep, kiém tra budc chan cua 6ng ¢ canh cira, sau d6 bude vao mjt khoang 61 mi. Khong gian chit hep va tao cam giac dai hon. Phia déng
trude, canh sic ctia ngon dén tring cat modt hinh tam gidc trén tim tham. Hunt kéu to:

“Céanh sat day. Ching t61 c6 4n Iénh xét nha.”

Yén king. Bét dong. Hunt di chuyén xuong duéi hanh lang va 1& vao nha bép phia bén phai. Mot bong dén trang dai nhAp nhay trén mdt chiu rira day
chén dia. Ong kiém tra ciin phong, thdy mot chai rrou can sach, va mdt canh cira s& mo voi i bi rach. Ong quay lung, di chuyen sau hon vao céan
phong, va thay méu vang vii trén bire tudng thach cao. Ong budc qua canh clra mo, quét dén pin vao can phong, va mit rimg rudi tung bay toan loan
khoi céc thi thé.

Neudi dan ba da tring, & d6 tubi vao khoang ba muroi, ¢ thé 1 Ronda Jeffries. Khé mi ndi chinh x4c vi phan 1on khudn mit ¢6 ta da bién mit. C5 ta
méic bd quan 4o 16t mong déng vay vi mau. Mot bén via 16 ra bén ngoai, in da xam nhidu hon tring. Mt ciia ¢ ta bi nat vun, quai ham bi giy & hai hoiic
nhiéu noi, mét bén trai b sung phong khi ving ra khoi hbc mét gy vun. Minh c6 ta ndm vét dai hudng vé phia hanh lang, hai chén gin girong ngi. Mot
tay bé goc qua dau, va canh tay d6 ¢6 hai ngdn rd rang bi giy.

Thi thé ngumdanong da dentlnkhongblblendangkm di. Khi con sdng hén ta phai la nguoi to 1om; nhm1gbayg10tlnld10ng Bay gior hin ta bi it nho
di. Khi ém trrong phong bao tir lnn, lam cho hai tay va chan nhin nh6 bé khac thuong. Péu hin ta cong vé phia bén phai, lam khu6n mit ching xubng,
turéng mao khong hoan chinh. Hin ta tran trudng, guc ngudi trong mot chiéc ghé to xii nhur thé don gian hén ta chi mudn ngdi.

Hunt véi tay vao cong tc trén tudng va bt sang dén trén tran nha. Anh sang khién cho moi thir nhin kinh di hon, canh twong kinh khing niy hoan hao
hon. Hunt thiy canh sat dang theo vao phia sau 6ng. “Khong ai dugc vao,” Hunt ndi.
Ong quy gdi bén canh ngudi dan ba, cn thin dat doi chan khi ngdi xudng, Ong quan sat thi thé tir ddu dén chan. C6 ta diia mong tay, hat nhyra dinh trén

mong tay son do chét. Long ban chn c6 nhidu vét chai. Long chin cao sach dén dau gdi. Méng tay gia, dai hon hai phén, tao thanh que nhon & mbi
ngon. Khong ¢6 vét theo hodc xam minh dé thiy. Tudi chinh xéc vio khoang hai muroi hai.

Ong lam tuong tw vdi thi thé ngudi dan 6ng, ngdi xémbén canh céi ghé va quan sat hén ta. Da den. Bén muroi. Khoé manh. C6 thé cao gin hai mét. Han
¢ nhitng vet seo md ¢l & ca hai dau gbi. Khong do trang sirc. Co tram rang bang vang, Rau ria lom chém

Hunt dtmg ddy. Liéc so qua thiy doi ing im viée dat bén canh ti dung 4o quin, quan jeans, quin 16t sa-tin mau keo tdo. Ong thiy cuc gach 16n bén
canh girong ngtl. “Yoakum” Hunt goi va Yoakum di ngang qua can phong. Hunt chi vao cuc gach lon. Mot bén cuc gach be bét mau kho dinh. “T6i
nght ddy 14 hung khi gy an mang”

“Nhin ding 1a n6.”

Hunt dimg thing lén. “Cho chat.” Ong bude xung quanh doi chin cta tir thi nam va bude qua canh tay cta tir thi nir. Nhitng canh sat khac dya vao
canh ctra m& nhur thé Hunt lam ngo ho. Ong quy xudng canh canh cira, ngon tay ctia 6ng 6t qua tam tham noi dau Iom chay song song doc theo chicu
dai ctia cuc gach. Khi dimg Ién, 6ng thay Cross dang ding ¢ canh ctra.

’T6i giip Ong duge chuyén gi khdng?” Cross hoi.

"Liy day nhyra qudy chét san nha va ngoai duong. Goi hinh sur hién trudng va bac siphap y dén day.” Hunt vudt mét minh. “Va tim cho t6i mbt lon
Coke.” Ong nam canh tay 4o Cross khi ng ay quay di. “Khong phai tir tt lanh ctia cén nha nay. Va don dep hanh lang.”



Hunt nhin hénh lang trong tron, finh cam Yoakum déing sau minh, bén quay ngwoi lai. Bj it vao tinh hudng chét chée va tham khéc ndy, ban dng trong 6
vé xtic dong, Hunt nhin qua 6ng ta, va giit giong thap khi néi. “Con sémdé két ludn, t6i bict, nhung t61 khdng nghi an mang nay ¢é chii muru ¢6 sat.”

“Béivi?”

Hunt bing mdt ngdn tay dén d4y canh cira. “Vét Iom trén tham. Duong nhu ho ding cuc gach d6 Am db chin cira.” Ong nhin vai. “K¢é giét ngudi néu
¢6 chu muru thuong thudng mang theo vii khi.”

“C6 thé. C6 thé gi ta biét trude cuc gach s& 6 san & d6.”

“Qua s6m,” Hunt ddng y. “Ong ding.”

“Bay gio ong dinh thé nao?”

Hunt 4m chi can phong vdi long ban tay xo¢ ra. “Rao kin khu virc nay cho dén khi hinh sy hién trrdng dén day. Tao thanh tdi pham trén duong pho Yéu

cau ch6 danh hoi tir thi den day, nhd trong trudng hop...” Hunt dimg ndi va quay vao trong hanh lang, “T6 cha!” Rudt gan 6ng nhur nd tung, Ong dim
manh vao trong turong, rdi dam manh vao phong khach. Khi Yoakum budc vao trong phong, Hunt d& manh hai ban tay vao khung cira ra vio. Ong dép

trdn uynh uynh vao khung g0.

“Chét tiét!” Ong bang d4u ctia 6ng manh hon.

“Néu 6ng mu6n phun mau daw,” Yoakum néi. “C6 nhidu cach khéc dé hon ddy.”

Hunt quay lai, lung twra vao canh cira dam gb dam tua tiia. Ong biét khuén mit ong tro ra. “Cai ndy khong phai.”
“An mang thi khong bao gio.””

“L& ra c6 bé phai c6 ¢ ddy, John.” Hunt thinh linh cg’tmthéy can thé khong khi trong lnh. Ong xé md cira trurde, ving ném nhitng chit qua vai ong v6i
mot chitt han hoc. “L& ra moi chuyén phai dugc cham dit ngay hdm nay.”

“Tiffany?”

“Tét ca. Moi thir.”

Yoakum khéng hiéu, nhung sau d6 ng hiéu.

Cai dia nguc ma Hunt dang ngup Ian trong do.

Poi séng ctia Hunt, nhur ong biét.

Ban dang doc truyén Khiic Cau Hon duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 18: Chwong 17

Chiéc xe thing cii k¥ trd tdi va dimg lai & doan cong con duong den chit hep. Buong vang tanh, t6i um, mot doan don ddc xa tit ngoai ria thi trén, ndm
xen k€ gitra rimg cdy va sy tinh ling. Johnny dé y can nha, noi anh sang lo mo héit ra ngodi cira sO. DA hai tuan troi qua ké tir 1an sau cling ciu c6 mit &
day, nhung nhimng chiéc xe van dau ri sét dudi nhimg cai cdy, van lon bia Ay dimg khong d6 trén thing thur.

Can nha tur n6 tiét 10 mdt goi y: mdt tia sang vang 1ap lo¢ va nhiéu goc sic canh xem ching khong song hang vdi ranh giéi manh dat. Mot thir nue doc
1o théi thAm trdm xam thue tir bi rac ca dam & dang xa. Ban ngay, hang dan qua bay dén t& tyu va tiéng sing nd vang tir phurong xa khi ngudi ban )
dong nat ban i chudt va nhéat nhanh lon dd hop. Ban dém, tiéng dé ni non; nhung d6i khi, khong vimdt Iy do g, ching hoan toan im bat. Nhu thé cai thé
gidi ndy bat thinh linh bit mdm bon ching. Johnny Iudn chét king ngudi trong céi tinh king ay, va khong khi xung quanh cu tré nén ngdt ngat va lanh Io.
Johnny mo vé cai cam giac ay nhicu hon la cdu dam thira nhan, nhung ciu da lam

Gilra dém Hurng dong,

Séu lan.

Hang chuc lan.

Burton Jarvis ¢6 tén trong danh sach vi héin ta | ké tai pham N6 1 tir quan trong nhét ma Johnny hiéu: n6 c6 nghiia dit déin, mot ké vo lai bénh hoan va
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rét ¢6 the s tai pham. Ga ta |3 ke c6 tién an ve tinh dyc va phéi trinh dién dia phuong noi ga cur trt, g sish ké bang nghé nhdi bong nhing con nai bj ban
tung rudt va kéo rac di d6 bang ro-moc. Biét danh ctia g 14 Jar, chang han ngurdi ta n6i: “Nhin kich ¢& con nai khong 16 nay, Jar. Ong nghi ¢ thé nhoi
bong con thi to nhur vay durgc khong?”?

Jar khong c6 nlnrngdlemJohmy ¢6 thé xem nhur 13 ban, nhung c6 vai ngudi dan ong | nhidu lAn tat ngang nha gii. Ho trao ddi dia méy tinh tir nhimg ban

tay ban thiu va ndi chuyén vé viée lam thé ndo ma Thai Lan van 1 noi tuyét voi nhdt dé thoa méin tinh duc. Johnny ciiing da tim nhitng ké d6. Ho cu tri &
dau. Ho lam viéc ¢ dau.

Ho c6 tén trong danh sach cua céu.

Mot g dén nhiu lan hon tit ca nhitng g khéc. Doi khi gl mang theo vii khi, doi khi khong. Cao 16n, minh day va gid, g ¢6 doi mét sang, hau hu,
nhing ngon tay dai. Ga va Jar noc ruou tir ctng mot chai va n6i nhitng chuyén ca hai da timg lam tai lang qué nao d6 ¢ Viét Nam Mat ca hai do di khi
ho n6i vé mot ngwdi con gai nho ho goi la Ut Vang. Hai g da song ba ngay voi ¢6 bé trong mot cai choi bi oanh kich, noi toan b gia dinh ¢ bé chet
tham trong tran d6. Ut Vang, ho goi, doc nguge cai chai, mdt cai dau lic ic. O nhuc.

Tiéng cudi déu cang,

Johnny it hai chuyén thdm sét m6i nay sinh nghi ngd vé cai choi dang saunha ctia Jar. N6 ndm & cudi con dudng mon qua rung cdy rimrap, Kkhudt
khoi duong 1o va can nha. Tudng dic bang nhitng khbi bot d4, cira s déng dinh chit va nhdi nhét voi gon cach nhiét méu hong va nylon den. Johnny
khong thé nhin vao bén trong. Anh sang khong bao gior lot ra ngoai. Caikhéa to c& mdt nira c4i dau ciia Johnny.

Cau bét dau tir d6.
Cai choi.
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Chuong 19: Chuwong 18

Liic sau gids sang, hai thi thé da dugc bo vao trong tii dung tir thi. Hunt dimg & hang hién khi nhiing céi cang khua loc coc qua canh ctra, nhira den nhin
khéc thuong va tron lang. Ong nhin ra dudng va san nha, ca hai noi khong miu séc dudi bau troi u xam, t6i den. Mat troi chua moc, nhung 6ng cam gidc
16 dang dén gan. Anh séng xam tp trung ¢ trén dinh ngon cy xa vurgt dudng ray xe lira va bau troi phia dong goi nhic mo hd mdt diéu gi m6i meé. Xe
tuln tidu cta canh sat dau khap moi noi, chan dirt con duong, dam dhu du cac g6c d6 vao 1@ duong, Chiéc xe kham nghiém tir thi dau & gde san, phia
dAng sau ngép to md rong cira. Mot nhom phong vien bao chi dimg déng sau ddy bang nhira vang, nhung nhirmg nguoi hang xdm moi la d6i twong Hunt

soi m6i ho k¥ nhét. Con dudng con in mot déu chén hep. Nhitng ménh dat nho dAy nhitng cin nha lai gin v6i nhau. Ai d6 b1et mot diéu gi. Ho phai biét.
Mt 6ng dao nguoc dao xubi, ding lai 6 ngudi dan ong lon tudi méc chiéc 40 so mi vang, mdt anh nhoc da den voi cap mit lo lién, trong c6 vé bang
dang, va vét xdm tur im Ong theo st ngudi phu nit ¢6 khudn it rong voi ciip v treo king Fing va mdi bén tay | mot dira tré con. Ba ta cur ngu sat
canh bén va ndi ring khong biét gi hét.

Khong hé nghe gi hét.

Mt diy vé ganh ghét.

Khong hé thiy gi hét.

Mot canh sat quan khuyén xuat hién, dong phuc 6ng ta bam day thir ban thiu, mt 6 ong ta cau lai. Con cho, giong lai den tuyen, dimg ¢p sat dui ong ta.
Ludi nd the ra khoi mom khi né trd mét nhin, khong chdp miét vao hai tii dung thi thé. Chi ché Fic dau. “Khong c6 gl & tang hdm limg, Néu con thi thé,
16 phai & chd khac.”

“Ong chic chin diéu d6 cha?” Hunt hoi.

“Tuyét d6i.” Ong ta vd dAu con chd bang long ban tay. Hunt cam thiy nhu trit diroc ganh néing, nhung khong ua dat qua nhidu tin frdng vao sw cam
nhan. Tiffany Shore khong c6 & day khong c6 nghiia c6 bé con song. Trong tham tdm dng khong quén hai thi the dang sau lung minh. “Cé ly do gi thir kia
lai danh lac hoi con ché duge khong?”” Ong chi hai cai tii.

“Khong doi nao.”

Hunt git dau. “Duoc rdi, Mike. Camon da kiém tra.”

Chit ch6 chép miéng goi ché va con ché theo 6ng ta di ra. Khong c6 gi. Ho khong tim duogc gi. Hunt nghi vé diéu Johnny Merrimon n6i vé chuyén dira

con gai duoc timthéy & Colorado: bi nhdt sudt mdt nim troi trong mot can hdm dao sau bén canh hﬁmruqu, Vo1 mot télnném, mot cdi x6 va mit cay
nén. Su kinh tom chira chat trong rudt gan Hunt. Ong cang nghi dén chuyén do, cai ndi tang kinh tdm cang hoat dong hing hai hon. Ong tig cd gang
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tudng tuong néu ong 14 vién canh sat tim duoc cd con gai d6, ong s& im diéu gi trude tién: bé cd bé ra khoi tim ném ban thiu d6 hay tong sau vién dan
vao mit ké don mat? Ong khdng bict li€u 6ng 6 thé lam duge chuyén do khong, quén di muroi bay nam lam cdm va chi don gian bop co siing,

C6 thé.

Conhon la c6 thé.

Hunt nhin bac si Trenton Moore ¢4t chit thi thé dang sau xe. Ong ta trong mét moi va xamxit, nguoi det dét nhu anh sang budi sém. Khi bac si Moore
bude trd lai hang hién, 6ng ngiri thdy mii ca phé va phode-mdn, miii nha xac. “Xin 161 phai giao cho anh thém hai mang nira qua nhanh,” Hunt n6i voi 6ng
ta. Bac siMoore khodt tay. “T6i cling d@ dinh goi cho 6ng,” 6ng ndi. “T6i da hoan tat kham nghiém so khéi trudng hop David Wilson.”

“Nhanh chong qua.”

“Toi biét ndi gi bay gid? Toi yéu thich cong viée ctia t61.”

Hunt bude ra xa hién nha, xa khoi canh cira va chd dira di vao. Bac st Moore di theo. “Néi cho tdi nghe.”

“Ong ta con song khi bay qua thanh lan can cdu. Cau bé ndi véi ching ta diéu nay, va ké’t‘qué diéu tra ctia t6i tring khép. Phin 16n nhitng chén thirong
hién nhién, ong da thay. Gy chan va tay; su thure thi gdly nhiu cho. Thong tin chi tit s& nam trong ban bao cao két ludn. Mai sat ning né do tiep xic voi
Xi ing va mit dat. V& he mit phia bén tréi. Gay bay cai xu’ong suon, va ciing phia bén trai, ndi tang bi chn thuong rét ning, xut huyét ndi tang,
thing phdi; nhung khong ¢6 céi ndo ké trén giét chét ong ta.”

“Gidi thich thé nao?”

“T6i tim thiy mot vét dap 1on trong ¢ ong Wilson.” Bac si Moore chi phia trude ¢b minh, & ngay phia trén xuong rc ¢b. “Khi quan va thue quan bi dé
bep nat. Mot stre ndng kha 1on d¢ lén trén cho dén khi toan b khi quan bi hur hai dén mirc hoan toan tac nghn.” Ngimg lai mot lic. “Tham tir, ong ta bi
chét ngat.”

“Nhung 6ng ta van con song khi Johnny bo chay trén. Con thd, van n6i dugc.”

“Vét dap trong ¢b hong ong ta ¢6 mot khuon dang. N6 rét mo, chi thy duoc dudi kinh phéng dai va khong di dé ¢6 thé Iy méu hogic tim bt ctr dang
tring hop ndo, nhung chéic chéin 1 n6 ¢6 & d6.”

“Mot khuon dang?”

Nét mat bac si Moore dau don. “Khuon dang dAu chan.”

Hunt cam thy md hoi cong lanh trén ¢b ong

“Tham tir, ai d6 d4 dap 1én ¢b ctia 6ng ta. Aid6 da dumg trén cb ciia dng Wilson cho dén khi 6ng ta it tho.”

Bo c4o cia bac si Moore 1am thay ddi nhip diéu sang nay ctia Hunt. N6 ngu y mdt su doc 4c xem chimg lanh ing hon, mot céi gi d6 hung ton hon va
mang tinh ca nhan.

Hunt bude vao trong cin nha, tim trang bat 6n va buc tirc. Hai thi thé da duoc mang di, nhung bu01 himg d6ng den ngdm cang tré nén tim tbi hon.
Dién thoai Hunt reo vang, Con trai 6ng bén kia dudng ddy. Ong nhén ra s6 goi va ngan ngai. Vi tit ca nhitng gi dang xay ra, 6ng khong con thén tri nghi
dén anh con trai. DU chi [a mdt An. “Chao con, Allen.”

“B6 da khong vé nha.”

Ong tr& vao bén trong hang hién. Ong nhin bau trdi xAm xit, t& nhat, murong tuong khudn mét anh con trai. “B biét,” ng n6i. “Bo xin 161

“Bd ¢6 vé nha in sang khong?”

Mic cam i 16i ctia Hunt gia ting. C4u con trai dang ¢ han gin tinh cam gitta d6i bén. “B6 khong thé.”

Sau do im king. “Di nhién 1 khong rdi.”

Nhimng ngon tay ctia Hunt ghi chét nny dién thoai. Ong c6 cam giac nhur anh con trai dang tir tir tudt xa khoi vong tay, nhung ciing khong biét phai hm
gi. “Con oi. V& chuyén t6i hom qua...

“Sao a?”

“Bb khong hé ¢6 y mudn danh con.” Ong nghe tiéng tho' & phia bén kia dau ddy, sau d6 anh con trai ctp méay. Chét tiét. Hunt nhét dién thoai vao trong
10 va hai mit lai ddi theo ddm nguoi hiéu ky. Ho quan sat chiéc xe véi sy mé hoiic; tht ca ngoai trr mot ngudi. Mot dng gia méic chiée 4o lem lube dung
trén duong ray, tay kia nim Ay thét kung deo trén chiéc quén ta toi. Hai mét ong ta rii xudng di1 dé thiy lan da do ¢ day mi mit, va tay kia ciia 6ng ta run
ly by khi ong ta ¢ rit diéu thudc 4m mbde. Ong ta chim chim nhin Hunt, rdi khéu goi bang nhitng ngén tay co lai.



“Yoakum,” Hunt ndi, va Yoakum tho dau ra khoi ctra. “Toi s& tro lai.”

Hunt chi nguoi dan 6ng ding trén duodng ray, va Yoakum quan sat bong dang lu khu ctia 6ng ta.

“Ong ¢6 can yém trg khong?”

“Dep di, Yoakum.”

Ddc dat nat vun dudi chan Hunt khi 6ng leo 1én duong ray. Khoi thudc cudn tron xung quanh 16 i ti den clia gi dan 6ng, va st gan, Hunt thy 15
chimg t€ iét anh hurong dén gan hét co thé cuia nguoi dan 6ng. Ga cao khoang mt meét bay nhim c6 khuynh hirdng d6 vé phia phai, nhur thé chan phia

bén d6 ngan di. Téc bac pho dung dung Ién trong gié mat. G chia ban tay ra, va giong ndi ctia g 1am Hunt lién tudng dén banh quy nhat. “Cé thé cho
t61 xin mot do-la duge khong?”

Hunt quan sat ban tay, thdy mdt vét xim mo phia ding sau. “Nam dong duge khong?”

Ong gia theo ddi timg to gidy bac ]ay ra khoi vi, ga ly ching, va nhét vao tii. Ga liém d6i mbi nirt né va chop mit nhin xuong bo ke phia bén kia duong
ray xe hoa. Do theo cai nhin, Hunt thay mot tAm bat xanh luc rach ta toi treo trong mdt bui rim thap 1& t& bén ngoai dam sén day. N6 mo Jan vao trong
nhitng lim cdy, gan nhu khong thé thay duoc nita. Ong thay Jon khong chit mot dong, mot un dat den thui. Ga nay 1 dan vo gia cur. Mot su so hai thue
sur va bt thinh fich chop 1én trén d6i nit ciia gi. Su cang théing tao nén nhimg nép gap trén hai go ma. “Moi chuyén khong sao,” Hunt n6i vi gi.
“Khong ¢6 gi phai lo.” Hunt 16i ra mdt tor gidy bac va dau g git gi khi gi ho khé, mot md 4m thanh chim dirt bangmot tiéng ho kho khan. Mot cai gi
d6 mau ndu choi tring duong ray sang loang. Hunt nhin di huéng khéc, va ong thay nhiéu chai lo rai rac dudi tnen ddc. Rurgu ré tién, lon bia bén muroi
a0-X0, Vai chai rurou ré tién bourbon nho. “Ong c6 thiy chuyén gi xay ra & dy khong?”” Hunt hoi va tr6 tay vé hudng can nha.

Ga gia nhin tréng rong, rdi ngd ngén va s hii. G ta quay di va Hunt chop Ay khung tay ctia gi. Ong giir giong 6n hoa. “Thura 6ng, Ong goi toi. Nhé
khong?”

Ga gid ving ving tai chd, ngon tay cong va vang khe¢ & dAungon. “CH... Co... Cb ta thich trin trudng di vong quanh d6 day.” Ga chi v& hudng ctra sb
nha tim. “C6 ta cudi t61” Mot con mit co giat. “To cha ci con ché ci.”

Hunt n6i voi giong an can. “Ong dang n6i dén Ronda Jeffiies?”
Cim ctia g3 dan ong vin veo dir doi, nhung g3 ta dudng nhur khong hiéu cau hoi.
“Ong khong sao chir ha?”” Hunt hoi.

Ca hai canh tay g gio Ién. “Khong phai t6i 1 chia t& mudn loai sao?” Ga ta amnhur thé mudn bo di, va Hunt dat hai ngdn tay 1én chd xurong clmg trén
ba vai g.

“Thura 6ng, ong c6 thé ndi cho t6i biét chuyén gi dd xay ra
o day?”

Mit trai gi dan ong nhim nghién. “Toi chi thiy c4i xéng,” g ta n6i, va dimg bang modt chn, gii bap chin bang canh miii giay. “Hén ta c6 cai xéng” Ga
chi. “Lay n6 ra tir cai choi do.”

“Cé phaiy ong 4 Levi Freemantle? G& dan 6ng da den. Nang hon mdt ta.”” Hunt nhin vao cai choi. Khi dng nhin trd lai, khudn niit gd dan 6ng nhu
nhwoc trd lai. “Thua 6ng, 6ng ndi tiep duge khong?”

“Ong mudn g7 Ga vay ban tay nhu dang dudi rudi khoi khuon mt. “Toi khong biét 6ng.” Ga quay ngudi va 16 bude vé hudng cudi duong ray, ngodi
nhin lai mt fan, rdi dap nhimg con rudi tudng twong,

Hunt thd dai. “Cross,” 6ng goi, va vAy ong ta Ién sudn dbc.
“Vang thura 6ng?” Cross ¢ niit trén duong ray.

“Xudng tom Fy g, Hunt noi. “Ga c6 thé da thiy chuyén gi d6. C6 thé khong. Xem xem dng c6 khai thic dugc gi khong, nhung nhe nhang thoi. Khi
xong viée voi gd, hly goi S& x4 hoi va Bénh vién Cuu chién binh. Goi ho ra day giip do ngudi dan 6ng do.”

“Bénh vién Cyu chién binh?”

Hunt chi vio lung ban tay phai. “Ong ta c6 mot vét xam. USN. La cyu hai quan. Ton trong 6ng ta mot chit.”
“Vang thua 6ng,”

Khi Hunt tré lai hang hién trude nha, Yoakum thd dau ra lan nira. “T6i nghi ong cn phéi xem c4i ndy,” dng noi.

“Chuyén gi diy?”



“Ong c6 nhd can phong tréng & goc tay nam khong?”

“Phong ngi 47 Hunt hoi, hinh dung n6 trong dau. N6 1 céi phong nhd, tréng tron. Ménh che cira s6 miu ving. Déu vét béing keo dén trén twong. Pang
chiiy & cho birc tirong hoan toan trong trai. “Cén phong d6 lamsao?”

Giong Yoakum ha xudng, “Ong can phai xemno.”

Hunt di theo 'Yoakum xuyén qua can nha. Ong di ngang qua nhitng chuyén vién dang suru tap van tay, mot phé nhomkhoac ao canh sat. Hai canh sat
nhurong chd khi 6 ong dén gn can phong “No6 ¢ trong t0.” Yoakum mo ctra ti va bat cong- tic dén. Anh sang tran ra ngoai, phit ngdp cai ti, m cho
nhing birc tuong tréng sang hon ban dau. Mot bire tranh v& bang bt chi sap trén trdng phia sau, con nit v& va méo dang. Birc tranh v& ngudi dan 6 ong
v6i vien ngoai mau den, ¢6 d6i mbi do, quan ty rong mau tim boi mét ndu vong tron hoan hao, nhur thé n6 duoc do theo cai day chai. Mot hang nhleu
dudng ké v& ngang phia bén phai it ciia 6ng ta, nhung nhin ngoan ngoco va khong de doa. Ong ta bé mot ¢0 bé trén ngire va mot tay vay, nhu thé vy
mot nguoi ban 6 xa. C6 bé c6 khudn miit trai xoan va mot cai no that trén toc, mot do6mnho mau hong gan nhur mat hit trén by ngure rong ctia nguoi dan
ong, Co6 bé gio mot tay Ién va mic chiéc vay mau vang, Nu cudi c6 bé nhu mit vét khac sau hung bao mau do.

“Céi troi dat gi vay?”

“Chinh xac,” Yoakum tra 16i. “D06 Ia chinh x4c nhiing gi t6i ndi.”

Hunt quét mdt vong hét can phong, “Khong con hinh v& nio khac?”

“Khoéng,”

“Ai d6 phai biét diéu gi chir.”

“Chiing t6i da di ing soat hang x6m, nhung ho khong ndi chuyén véi com Con duong nay khdng c6 ai.”

“C6 déu hiéu ndo cho thay mot cd gai bi giam giit trong cin nha ndy khong?”

“Can phong da dugc thu don sach s&,”” Yoakum ndi. “Pidu nay rat quai la. Toan by cén nha tat kinh tom.”

Hunt ddi hai mat trén nhitng bure tudng tro, dé y nhitng diém ma bang keo dugc théo . Nhimng dAu bang keo nghiéng goc, nhur thé ching dugce dan aé
gitr mot to gidy & bbn goc. Hunt di chuyén cham ri doc theo cac bire tuong, Ong quan sat vét bén trén tuong thach cao va san nha. Ong tim thiy nhirng
vét chi sap trén turong, Khéng c6 mot birc anh nao khac, khong mot thiét ké. Ong tim thay nhitng dong ngoan ngoco ngau nhién va nhitng duong ngan,
ctmg, nhur ai d6 v& ra ngoai k& gidy. Ong nhin phia dng sau cai chup dén mau vang, sau d6 dimg lai khi thiy mot cai gi 46 & goc phia xa. Ong nhit né
Ién, va Yoakum budc qua xemxét no. “N cé phai cai nit 4o khong?”” dng hdi.

Hunt cam nghiéng nghiéng, liéc mét nhin. “N6 roi ra tir con thi nhdi bong”

“Caigi?”

Hunt nhin gin hon. “T6i nghin6 1 con mit.” Ong dura 1én ban tay. “Cho t6i xin c4i tii.”

Yoakum chuyén qua mdt tii nhyra. Hunt dit con it nhura vao trong tii va niém lai. “T6i mudn cin phong nay duoc Ay van tay.” Hunt di ra ngoai.

“Ong dinh di d4u d6?”” Yoakum hoi.

“T61 mét moi voi nhitng thir tao lao nay.”

Hunt hm him lao ra khoi can nhé ra ngoai hién trude. Nhiéu nguoi vin dimg tu tdp thinh ce nhomnhd, hiéu ky trwde sur hign dign cva s6 dong cénh
sat. Nhin ho, thay sur ngao man va bat can, Hunt cam thay sw buc tirc ctia 6ng s6i lén dén mire thinh nd. Ong noi bang 4m hrong to hon dé c6 the vong
ra xa: “Toi muon ndi chuyén véi ai d biet duoc nhimng gi xy ra trong can nha ndy.” Dam dong dong cimg. Sy rong tuech rét 1én trén timg khubn .
Ong da nhin thay canh nay hang triéu lan. ‘“Nguoi ta bi thiét mang. Mot c6 bé bi mat tich. C6 ai d6 ¢6 thé cho t61 biet chuyén gi da xay ra trong can nha
nay khong?”’

Doi mit Hunt tim thAy d6i mit cta ngudi phy nit gién dit v6i hai dira tré hai bén hong. Ong tp trung nhin ba ta viba ta i me con nit, va bdi vi ba dy cu
ngu & can nha sat canh bén. “Bat cir dicu gi cling ¢6 the gitip ching t61.” Nguoi phu nir ay nhin cham cham, khudn mit lanh ling xa la. Hunt doi mét quet
vao dam dong, thay su gidn dir va bat tin. “Mot co bé bi mat tich!”

Nhung Hunt 12 canh sat trén mdt con dudng day toi 1bi. Ong thiy thing dung son & goc hang hién, nhiin hiéu bén ngoai bac tréng, ndp dong ri sét. Vi sy
kich dong dir doi lam chinh 6ng ngac nhién, Hunt da chiéc thing. N6 bay cong vong vao san nha, lan trén cat by, roi o tung nhur miéng nii iira phun
mau xam Hunt cham chu vao vét son tung toé, va khi nhin Ién, 6ng thiy canh sat trudng dimg & 1 duong. Ong ta moi dén hién truong xe Ong ta van
dang nd may cam chimg, Ong ta dmg & chp canh ctra mo, hai tay khoanh lai, cau may kho chiu, chim cham nhin Hunt. Hai d6i nit ctia ho khoa vao
nhau mdt gidy dai, sau d6 canh sat trudng lac dau. Chimrai. Pho mc.

Hunt dém duoc hai nhip tim dép, sau d6 6ng quay hrng mo canh cira.

M tr khi tran ngap ngurdi dng.
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Chuong 20: Chwong 19

Burton Jarvis roi cai choi e sdu gior hai muoi phit. Ga ta thire ca dém, ubng ruou tequila va phé thude Fic, bay gio mjt cai cau chi chiy do trong doi
mét @i, mdt cai € d6 nong bong va sang ryc. Cai gi nhur 1a sur so'hai. Ga ta gién dit va khong hai long, long dAy nhing 4n han gay gt khong lién quangi
dén sai trai. Trong dAu g3 quay cudng nhitng y trdng clia hé luy va rti ro, sw hiéu biét vé nhing viée 18 ra gi khong nén lim Nhiing viée c6 thé dan dén
chuyén ga bi bit bo.

Nhung van...
G lc I trong ci khong gian 4m thap dudi nhitng tang cdy, cam thdy vét cit ctia sy nhéin nhé lan toa trén khuon mit.
Nhung van...

Nu cudi méo xéch khi gi hi huc véi chiée khoa 1on, chét cimg khi md hoi va trén da thit. Ga loang choang dudi con dudng mdn tir cai choi vé cin nha.
Mt 3 ngira ngdy, va cam giac nhur ai d6 d6 sap nén vao xoang miii ctia . Jar khong phai gi dan 6ng tir t&. Ga biét rd didu ny, nhung khong quan
tam. Su thuc, gi hénh dién mdt cach quai go khi dtmg nhin nhitng ba me tré 16i con minh di xudng duong céi xe ¢ qua lai chi vi tranh khong mudn cham
it i trén 1 dudng danh cho khach bo hanh. Sau chin Iin bi bt va murdi ba nam ti nguc, quan tim dén nhu cau c4 nhan trd thanh thir ton gido cia gi.
Ga sau tam tudi, méi toc ré tre, hai chiéc rang lung lay, va cap it nhin nhu nhimg con hau song, Mot ngay ba gbi thube 14 giip i gitr minh; i ke va bia
ruou gitp g khong phai nam ti. N6 gitp Bm nhyt di khi thé, tat e lanh vao ngudn cam himg mdi khi cai du ctia g toan tinh di hoang. Vi du lidu
thube séi, gi c6 thé sdng qua mot ngay. Binh thurong,

Jar giit can nha i tan trén manh dat rong muoi hai mAu tAy & ngay bo ria thi trdn. Con duong hai ln xe chay ngang qua nha huong ra khu bai rac.
Trude nha 1 cdy cdi va phén stic vat, chiéc xe Pontiac muroi chin tubi doi, va mdt chiée xe tai xit khoi den ngom Péng sau nha 1 nhiéu thing phi chira
vo chai va con lach dy ap rac rudi.

Va gi ¢6 cdi choi. N6 cat & phia dang sau manh dit, trong cai déo rimg kha rdm rap va sau. Rit c6 thé chinh gi gié cay cbi um tim nhur vay cho mot
muc dich: giau bien di cai choi. N6 khong nam trén bat ctr ban do thué ma hodc ban do dia du nao. Khong co gidy phép xay dung. N6 Ia cai choi, hai
dam rirg ram va mot dong song,

Trudc day Jar timg trong thay con nit, di nhién: mdt c4i béng vut hién & cira 6, mdt cham mau nhé sau tan trong rimg, Ga ciing khong hiéu 1 nhirng dira
nhéc ti @6 mubn g, xémmdt An g bt duge mdt anh nhéc. Ga thiy cau nhoc & cira s6 phia ding sau, va g chui tot ra ngodi cra trude, tién dén gin,

yén lang va nhe nhang, Ga nim chiit duge mé toc nhung chi nhéc ti ving vay vurot thoat duogc trrde khi gi ¢6 thé chop ]ayphanda thit ndo. Jar ruot
theo thang bé khoang mot phin tur dam duong trude khi hai la phdi ctia gi dinh cong Ga nh6 gidy phit do: ca hai dAu gbi gi quy xubng dét, hét vang troi
Vi tht ca stre binh sinh: Trd lai ddy modt n nita tao s& giét my. Tao s&... t6 cha... giét may.

Nhung chii nhoe da tré lai, Jar biét thang bé tro lai hai lan. Ga khong hé dinh s& gip tén nhoc ti nhur thé nay. Khong phai giita thanh thién bach nhat.

Chiéc 6 t6 d6 dap vao mt g trude tién. N6 db bén canh con dudng, hai banh xe phia bén tréi ndm gin nhur hoan todn du6i murong ranh. Jar thdy mot
mang thép ma sang choi xuyén qua nhiing cai cdy va budc ra hang hién trude nha. G& dang méc chiée quan lot, cuky va che phii ha bd quanh hai chan,
nhung g3 coc quan tim Péy la con duong cin coi, nha hang x6m gAn nhit ciing phai hon mot phan tur dim dudng. Nhiing chiée xe 6 t6 nim |ngang trén
dudng dén bii rac, dam nhoc ti kéo 18 nhitng chiée xe cii ky on a0 vang troi, va chi co thé. Noi day Ia mOt mang thién dang cia g, va g mudn tac oai
tac quai nhur thé ndo tuy y. Hon nita, gid ndy con sém. Mt trdi van chira virot qué ring cdy. Chiée 6 t6 ddu trude nha gi dé lim coc gi. Phan 1on ai qua
lai day biet diéu nay rd hon.

G tho tay vao bén trong va chdp dugc céy bong chay dung dimg dua vao khung ctra. N6 ¢6 nhiéu chd mop sirt seo tir cai lic gi ding n6 dap tan tanh
cai tivi khi doi ctia g bi mat bong trong mot trén tranh vao vong ban két. Jar chdp choang khi g3 bude xudng bac cudi cling ¢ hang hién, ving dudi lung
cua ga dau nhirc khap noi va dau nhéi nhur vét kim ddm sac bén la ky. Nhitng cai cay nghiéng vé phia gi khi gd budc bd. Mot canh cay quét vao mat va
16t mot it da trén go ma clia ga.

T cha cai cdy.

Ga nén cai ciy bang cdy chay, chit xiu nita té nhio.

Chiéc 6 t6 a lgai xe thing ci ky: son vang, noi tht bang gd. V6 xe da mon gai va cao su chin nude da bung ra khoi ¢ hai cua s6. N6 nhin trong tron.
Jar dimg ¢ cudi con duong dat dan vao nha g va doi cap mit mét moi nhin ca hai hudng cta con duong. Khong ¢6 ai trdr dén. Khong c6 g trén duong

cai ngoai trir chiéc xe thing, Phia du cAm cdy gdy bong chay 4mva tron bong, phin than chay toi ta day nhimg dam 0 tua tia. N6 co vao chan gi va
damx6c damvao da gi. Ga dimg chén va thiy nhitmg giot méu nhin nhur nhitng giot mit sang choi trén bip thit tréing khong 1ong ciia 3.

Céi chay thd ta.
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Céc cira kinh cta chiéc xe dugc ha xubng, thing bé co ngudi ngdi & ghé déng trurde. Cau ta mic chiée quan jeans bén thiu va doi gidy rach nat, Iong
chim hay thir gi d6 deo trén cb. That la quai go. Ldng ngwe va hai vai tro ra nhitng fin nhin glongnhu b héng. Mit ciu ta gidng nhu khudn mit ma Jar
thiy & cira s6 nha g, do ban, giy dm va toan tinh d& trod. Cau niim nghiéng ngudi, ngil, va Jar 6 thé murdng twong nhitng ngdn tay ciia gi bop xung
quanh céi ¢ xwong xau ctia cau nhoc.

DAy chinh i thiing bé kén It rinh md kim cho Jar phéi cdn thén trong chimg hang dém. Jar vit c4i nhin cia @i t6i con dudng, rdi nhin trd vao chiée xe. Ga
thiy ong nhom dudi gdm xe, chai nude uong do con mot nira va cai may chyp hinh tho ta. Cai may chup hinh d6 dé lam cdc gi? Thang bé cam con dao
trén tay, con dao loai bd tli, mo bung hudi.

Jar & ra da pha Ién cuoi, nhung gi qua ban ron lo nghi chuyén thanh toan myc tiéu. Khong c6 ai trong tAm nhin. Ba muroi gidy 161 ¢b thing nhoc ra khoi
xe, va khoang mdt phit xach n6 ra phia dang sau can nha.

Chuyén nay thyc hién duoc.

Nhung i dang say nrou va vung vé, kiét qué; va ngudi nhur gi khong tho 1u trong nha ti. Hon nia, lai phai lo thém chiéc xe. Ga phéi nhanh chéng phi
tang chiéc xe dé khong ai do tim durgc tung tich. Néu anh nhdc ving vay chdng cur, chuyén s& tdi té. Jar 1 ké nong tinh - gi chéing phil nhan chuyén nay.
C6 mot diéu mao hiém 1 s& ¢ ai d6 trén dudng: mdt tai xé ngéu nhién ndo do. Vi con dudng bé cua kiéu ndy, xe cd 6 thé xuat hién rét nhanh chong,
Néu ai d6 thiy g 161 anh nhdc ra khoi xe, ho chéic chén s& goi bdo cém. Va com thi dang dién tiét 1én vé& chuyén mot dira con gai bi bt coc.

Va may mén chi dén mdt mirc giéi han ndo do.

Mot trdn giao tranh bing nd trong dﬁ}u Jar. Thing nhoc nay biét diéu gi d6. Chac chén 1 nh viy. Néu khong, tai sao né xuat hién trd di tr6 lai lam gi?
Chi thay mat no da lam da ctia Jar ndi ngira. Phai c6 dicu gi d6 ve thang nhoc nay...

Nhung Jar dang ¢6 cude song tdt dep. Ga ¢6 rurou va khong gian, nhiéu dém dai niim tdng nhé ngdy théng tuyét voi. G c6 cai chdi va doi khi 1a thoi
co. Hai daim rimg tréng rong.

Nhung chi duge nhur vay néu g cén thin.

Ga tAn ngAn nira mubn ra tay nira mudn khong, va si so hai bt dau théing thé. Nhidu chuyén Iu bu qua. G dang say ruou va khong duoc binh tim cho
lam

Nhung anh nhée ndy chinh ki théng nhoc do.

Jar nhanra g bat du nhin chong choc vao théng nhoc hon mdt phut, dimg trd miit nhin vao cai quan 16t thing nhoc giira noi cong cong. Pidu do gitp gi
quyet dinh nhitng gi dang dién ra trong d4u. Suy nghi ctia g dap nhip chémrai, va nhur véy thi chi lanh it dir nhiéu. Ga hoc bai hoc d6 mdt cach cay
dang, Chin in bi bat va murdi ba nim i ti chi vi nhitng so hé' ngu xuan. Quén n6 di. Ga ghi lai bién s6 xe va & tim thing nhoc ndy sau.

Nhung thing nhéc mé choang déi mit, chop mét mot lan va bit du hét 1én kinh hai. Jar phong nhio qua ctra sd nhur con chudt chui tot vao 16 cong,
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Chuong 21: Chwong 20

Johnny choang tinh sau con ¢ mdng dim mau xam. Cau tlﬁy bau trdi qua 1p kinh, sau d6 1 d6i mét kém nhém vuong dinh mau, cac dau L ngon tay lan
V6i vira vang, Cau biét ddy i con dc mdng vi cau da timg thay nd trude day - cling khu6n mat, cing nhiing mong tay gay. Johnny chop mit, nhung
khong co gi thay d6i. Ga dan 6ng ban thiu dimg do, nhig ngdn tay cang lic cang siét chit, va Johnny nhan ra dugc ciu dang & dau. Tiéng gao thét xé
nat cuong hong cua cdu va Burton Jarvis lao qua ctra xe qua nhanh. Johnny chi vira dui thoi gian phén timg. Céu tu day minh ra xa, nhung nhimg ngén tay
tro xurong chdp vao cd chan cau. Johnny mot JAn nira la gdo, con Jar ]ambam, 4m thanh dén ciing tir mdt noi sau tham, kinh tom nhur trong gidc mo ctia
Johnny. Mot ban tay nira tim chét ¢6 chan, Johnny bay ngang qua ghe ngdi. Cau vung con dao ra, chém mdt canh tay va sau do canh kia. Nhing in
méu d6 xudt hién, tia ra, Johmy cb ging chém vao g 1an nita; gi quat Johnny quéa marh, dAu ctia cdu ddp manh vao vo ling. Canh cira loang xoang, va
Johnny roi xudng dudng cai. Pau cau dap vao mit duong. Mot ban chan dam manh xudng, con dao vang ra xa kéu lach cach.

Céu cb ging chui xudng gAm xe, nhung Jar chop duogc ¢d va it ngira ngudi cau ra. S6ida dap manh vio thanh xwong so. Cac ngén tay gi bop chit va
Johnny cam thy mdt Ein dai bang d4 in trén ngue cau. Trong gidy phit d6, né lanh ngit, nhung theo sau i hoi néng, su dau dén, va Johnny biét minh da
bi chém béi chinh con dao ctia minh. Jar gao thét vao mét cau, nhitng chir tyc tiu va dién loan, nhitng soi nhdt dai ctia nirde dai dinh vao mit cau. Thém
mot lan lanh 180 nita bung ra va cam gidc nhur i kra dét. Johnny dang chét dan chét mon, cau biét nhur vay. G gia ché mé nay dang giét cau ngay trén
duong cai. Con dao lai chém vao nguoi cdu. “May thich vy phai khong?”

G2 chém Johmy mdt phat nira.
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Va nira.
“May thich vAy phai khong, d6 nhéi ranh?”

(2 dién cuong, gian dir; sau do thi troi d4t bdng samchop vang renva gi ndy nguoi En, mot luong méu d6 phut ra tir ngwe gi. Am thanh ép vao mang
nhi Johnny, tleng sdmva tiéng bich wdt dim cua thi thé Jar khi roi xudng long duong, Johnny nhamnnt va khong hiéu tai sao g gia lai phong duoc Ién
khoi mit dit, dau cb co git manh dé lai mot vét dai nude dai trén khong trung. Khong sao gii thich ndi chuyén gi dang xay ra, nhung né so so ra nhu
vy - 16p son con moi trong tri nhé ctia Johnny - sau do con dau ép dén. Johnny ngdi ddy va dau dén che ngue. Tay cau dua Ién nhire nhéi. Cau nhin
nhirng ngdn tay ctia minh, roi nhin noi khac. C4u thiy ban chén g Jar. Chan ciia i co giat mdt ci.

Chuyén gi xay ra vay?

Tiéng d4 lao xao trén con dudng sau heng Johnny. Pau tién cau thay cdy stng, to va den, 10i nhitng ngon tay run tréng lay bay bdp chit. B6 1a nhitng
ngon tay nho bé, dit ban bam vao chung, Cénh tay ctia ¢6 ta giy gudc, bap thit cang ra va kho khan Jim moi giir duroc khdu sting, Nong sting xoay vong
tron vung dai trén khong trung. Mot chiée 40 so' mi miu xanh kéo dai thdng xudng hai dau gbi. Tén ciia gii Jar duoc dinh & bang tén ngay trén tii 40. Céi
cong loang xoang trén hai cd tay ctia ¢6. P6i mbi xanh tim noi ¢ cén chit. C6 khong nhin Johnny khi ¢6 bude bo di qua cau. Co nhin gi Burton Jarvis,
hai chan gi quiy d4p manh, nhitng ngén tay co quap. Johnny hiéu. “Tiffany.”

C6 1amngo cu. Cau thdy nhitng vét hén trén hai chan c6 bé, nhitng vét cit sau gian dir dudi cai cong sang choi.
“Tiffany, dumg!”

Ngon tay céi clia 6 tim duge cd sting. Tiéng kim loai lich cach hai ln va chan ctia Jar cimg do. Khi Johnny dtmg day, cu thiy doi mét gi mo to va
trang da. Tay gd gia gio cao. “Dung,” g noi.

Mau lin xung tir mdt bén miii va run iy bay & khoe mobi Tiffany. C6 Ay s& ra tay.

“T6i can n6i chuyén voi y.” Johnny gio hai ban tay. “Y biét em gai cia t6i & dau.”

Tiffany chan chir. Mau chay tir mbi ¢d bé xubng mot chiéc ring hoan héo. Tay c6 gio thing ra.
“Dung,” Johnny noi.

Nhung ¢ bé da kéo co. Vién dan xé rach ban tay ciia Jar va xuyén phé qua hmring y. Cai dau tung bong dy va bat 1én bat xudng. Hai chén khong
dong day.

Tiffany ng01 xubng duong nhyra va doi mit nhin vao khong gian. C6 dat cdy sting bén canh trong khi mau cta Jar dong thanh ving dudi chan 6. Johnny
chay dén bén canh hong gi ga va budng thong hal dAu gbi quy xudng, Cau chop Ay cai dau v tan nhur thé cau c6 thé gitr chit duoc nhiing gi chay ra tir
bén trong, nhung hai con mit md duc va trong 1ong, 4nh sang bac chuyén qua mau xam chi. Trong gily phit, Johnny thay mau den, va sau d6 thét Ién.
“Em gai t61 dau?” Cau gao thét cau hoi, tiép tuc la gio, sau d6 dap manh dau gi Jar xuéng duong, dap thim thup cho dén khi 4m thanh di tir kho khoc

chuyén sang u6t nude. Cudi cing Johnny dimg tay.
Di qua tré.
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Chuong 22: Chuwong 21

Levi tinh ddy, mét phuong hudng, tam nhin mo di, va tiéng sting nd d4nh thirc hdn. Ga khong nghiné ¢ gin day, nhung 4m thanh vong Ién tir hudng song,
Tiéng sting c6 thé dén tir bat cir noi ndo.

Ga chép miit cho dén khi mit sang 16 trd lai. Ga nhé I gal bi dau, va khi gi ¢b ngdi, sy dau don ciing bi danh thirc. Mot cai gi cua durt bung g, va khi
i dat tay 1én bung, ban tay d6 mau. Ga nhin va thdy mot canh cdy gay tho ra khoi bao tir. N6 day c& cdy giy danh bi-a, mot khiic 1& i d6 sic canh tho
ra phia bén phéi, ngay dudi miéng xurong sudn cudi cling. G thoe ngdn tay vao mdt dau om chom va cam nhan duge n6 thoe siu vao bén trong ndi
tang. Ga chop mit dé khong khoc va ¢b ging kéo khiic ciy giy ra ngoai.

Lén thir hai tinh gic, 24 khon ngoan hon, gi dé yén vay. N6 giy dau don khi gi chuyén dong nhung khong qua t¢ dén mirc gi khong thé nhic nhich
durgc tindo. Ga phai ¢ khong nghi ve no nita - do vay gi nghi dén chuyén khong suy nghif vé né. G co gang quy lén, ti trén lén céi thing, va dang rong
canh tay. G van ndi Chuia dé c6 strc manh séng thém mot ngiy, dé hm 1 chuyén can lam. Ga tin chic Chiia & nbi chuyén v6i g, nhung khi g3 mo mit,

3 gip con qua d4u trén canh cdy. Mt den va khong nhiic nhich, n6 chiim chiim nhin c4i thing, va Levi chon ron mdt noi so hai. Ga khong tin nhitng con
chim. Chiing n6 qua dlemtmh, qué chiam chi vao viée con ngudi im. Va c6 nhidu chuyén vé qua den, chuyén tir ong ba cu ky tir thdi xa xua ké vé qua
den va linh hon ngudi moi chét.
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Nhitng truyén c6 tich vé linh hon bi xoan chiit va dt chay trén doan duong dai tham thim rét xudng hoa nguc.

Levi dang rong hai tay va dwa vao cai hop ngay bén trén kién hang. Trong gidly phut dai, con qua déyea, saudo vo canh bay lén mdt ngon cay khéc.
Thén céy chay xémden vi bi sét danh tring, va cai chac cdy 6 phia nhanh song chét kho chuyén qua mau tréing, Con qua ha canh giiva hang chuc con
ctng loai, ngoac mo6 kéu mot tiéng, rdi im bit. Khong mot c4i 1ong chuyén dich. Ching né nhin Levi, tim g lanh cong. N6 14 nhing con qua giét nguoi
trén dinh mot cai cay chét kho. Ga nghe nhu mdt 10i thi thao.

ban qua.

Giong ndi vang Ién lam ga giat ndy minh. Khong phéi giong ctia Chua. Giong n6i ndy ém i va ngot ngao, lama 4m trai tim g va 1am diu ngot vi nem trong
mdm gi. Ga cd dimg day, s dau nhirc lan toa khiip ngwoi m mit ca chin gi ngd quy. G cin mdi trong dau dén tot cing, sau d6 kin ngudi nim ngira
ra. Hoinong bée 1én xung quanh, va khi g3 nhin Kn trén, dan qua dap canh xao xac va phin phat lim cho céi cay chét kho ciing phai cyra minh rén ri.
Levi ndm mit c4 chan va cam thiy c6 diéu gi khong on, da thit g3 sung tAy Ién nhur qua dua. Ga bi bong gan, ¢6 thé gy xurong, va gi doan chu'ng nd
xay ra khi gi voi va chay xubng 1ong song. Liic 4y gi khong hé hay biét. Nhung bdy gio thi cam nhin dugc; gi dimg 1én va cam thdy nhirc nhdi trong
nhitng t& bao thén kinh, d6t ngdt xay ra khién gi bat khoc.

G4 nhin Ién durong rach ciia bau troi den niu thép sting va nghe giong ndi la ing quen thudc thi thio.

ban qua.

Giong noi lam g so. “Ngai dang ¢ dau day"” G van lay, va gi vira n6i chuyén v6i Chiia. Nhung khong ai tra 1. Trén bau troi khong con con qua nio,
va khiic gb muc van di chuyén, Ién va xudng, tir bén ndy qua bén kia, mdt thoi gian kha lau sau khi dan qua da bay di.

Phéi mit mdt gio dOng hO dé g tim lai can dam thir bude mdt lin nita. Khi s nhoi dau quay tr lai hanh ha hai miit ¢4 chén, g quyét dinh g phéi bo.
Va gi lamthe, doc theo bo song, Ién phia trén cao, ram rut khoc trong khi g kéo 1€ céi kién hang,
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Chuong 23: Chwong 22

Bii d6 xe nha thuong khong con chd chira tht ca cac xe tai moi. Ching d4u sat khit vao nhau ma Charlie phéi to mbm méi gitr duge mot n xe trong dé
phong trudng hop xe ctru thurong can ché bénh nhan nhép vién. DO la cong viée ctia Charlie, nhan vién an ninh bai dau xe, kiém soat cong va giit cho
nguoi la khong xamnhdp. Y ding dudi cai cong xay, chdop den dudi anh sang gay gat. Pay [a lan phong van thir naim cua y.

Y gio bt cénh tay lén, khong chit y dén dém dong, mit hudng vao ¢6 phong vién dimg bing tan s6 bon. Ngodi doi, ¢6 Ay dep tuyét voi chéing khéc ndo
Kkhi ¢6 xuat hién trén truyén hinh. Trong c6 nhu minh tinh man bac.

“Ngay chd y,” Charlie chi. “Chiéc xe 14i dén cong vao, chap cha chip choang, Téng vao céi tang xi-méng, bat nguoc ra, 16i lao vao day.” Charlie chi
vao noi y dang dung, “Thét may Ia t6i nhdy kip.”

C5 phong vién it dau, mét c6 khong hé c6 dau hiéu nghi ngd. Bung da Charlie ¢6 thé tin twong bang ba nguoi thuong, “Ong n6i tiép di,” co noi.

Charlie gai ch da mong trén dau. “Thi chi ¢ nhur vay thoi,” y tiét 19. C6 phong vién cudi tuoi, Charlie cam thy ngudi nong ran. “Cau bé Johnny
Merrimon ngdi sau vo-Eing tay li phai khong?”

“Pring rdi. Toi nhé it cAu ta tir hi ndm ngodi. Khé ma quén duge, thit ddy. Ho dén hinh c6 em sinh doi ciia cAu ta khitp noi. Hai ngwdi nhin nhur hai
giot mrde. Cau ta nguoi day vét chém, va do ban. Chiec xe toan mau.”

C6 phéng vién ngd mit vao bng kinh méy thu hinh. “Johnny s& muroi ba...”

“Khong ¢6 1y do gi ngdi ding sau vo-king tay lai...”

“Nhung ¢6 con gai ngdi chung xe voi cau ta 1a Tiffany Shore.”

Charlie git dau. “Céi c6 ma bi bt coc. Phai rdi. C6 ta ddy. Mt ¢ ta ciing duoc dang tai trén nhat béo.”

“Cb Tiffany trong c6 vé bi throng khong?”” P6i miét ¢d phong vién toat ra sy khich thich nhe nhang. D61 mdi to son dé 16 ham ring 1ong lanh day dan.

Charlie budng tay khoi dau. “Khong biét thwong tat nhur thé néo. C6 bé bj cong tay va cong dugc thao ra. La méing om som Bt dau hét lén khi ching
101 ¢0 161 ¢d bé ra khoi 6 t6. C6 ay khong chiu budng canh tay ctia Johnny ra.”
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“Con cau Johnny Merrimon thi sao. C4u ta b dang nhur thé nao?”

“Bo dang cau ta? T cha. Cau Ay nhin y nhu ngudi Da d6 hoang da.”

“Nguoi Da d6 hoang da?”

C6 phdng vién day micro gin hon. Charlie nudt nuéc mleng, 1O it khoi mbi ¢6 phéng vién. “Phai do. Cau ta c6 mi toc hét nguoc phia sau, ¢6 biét
khong, va d6i mit den lay. Cau ta minh ddy, 5mnhu con chon, va khong méic ao. Trén ¢d ¢6 deo 1ong chim va xuong x4u - Toi thdy cai xuong so, thé
tru6e Chia, xurong so - va khudn miit cta cau ta boi v toan nhitng soc den tuyén va do, nhur 14 soc dua.” Y dién ta bang cach ding hai ngén tay bung
ra quet trén mét y. “Co hieu khong, nhu quet son trén mit vay do.”

C5 phong vién himg khoi. “V& mat nhur nhimg chién binh?”

“Vi t6i, cau ta nhin ban thiu, do ddy, m¥t tréing da va hoang d4, thé hon hén ctr y nhur mi vira chay bo mudi dam dudng.”

“Cau ta c6 bi thurong tich gi khong?”’

“Phan I6n 1 nhitng vét chém. Xe thit, t6i c6 thé n6i nhur vay. Bix¢ thit, ngudi day mau va bin dAt. Rét kho khin cau ta moi budng tay khoi vo-Eing, Ho
phai kéo cau ta ra khoi xe. Canh turong rat hon loan, t6i n6i cho c6 nghe.” Y gat dau. “Hon loan.”

C6 phéng vién tiép tuc ddy micro gin hon. “Ong ¢ nghi Johnny Merrimon da ctru mang c¢6 bé Tiffany Shore khoi ké bét coc ¢d bé khong?”

“T6i khong rd vé chuyén do.” Y ngung va chidm chidm nhin vao c¢6 phong vién. “Nhin hai ngudi ho khong thiy rd ngudi ndo ciru ngudi ndo.”

Hunt dmg trong cin phong sang, bong ong 1 mdt vong cong vin dudi nén nha duoc danh 1bong kY ludng. Mot dong mach dap manh trén thai dwong
cua 6ng, va mot liéu axit néng bong dang Ién tir 1ong ngire ong. Ong dang n6i chuyén véi sép, canh sat trrdng, va ong cb ging hét minh dé khong vung
tay dAm mdt phat ha do van ga.

“Lam thé ch6 ndo mi dng bo s6t ddi trong nay?” Ong Cénh st trudng c6 doi vai x¢ v vong bung cang ngdy cang phét phi, ndi tiéng khét khe, v ban
néng muru sinh ctia mdt chinh tri gia. Binh thuong, 6ng ta tranh dam chan xen vao chuyén cta Hunt, nhung hom nay khong phai mjt ngay binh thuong
“Lay Chua t6i, Hunt, g8 d6 thudc thanh phan au ddmco6 tién an.”

Hunt dém dén ba trong yén king, Mot bac sidiqua, saudé moty ta gay 0 day chiéc girong tréng. “Chiing t6i d hai lan thamvan gi. GG cho phép
chiing t6i uc soat nha va ching toi da tién hanh kham xét. Khong tim thiy gi trong nha. Dau phai chi minh g 1 ké duy nhat ¢ tién an. Nhiéu ké khac
duogc liét k& vao danh sach dang nghi ngd hon. Nhan su thi chi ¢ giéi han.”

“Ly do d6 khong du.”

Hunt tinh toan trén dot ngén tay. “Lan cubi cung gi pham t0i la murdi chin ndm trude. Ga ta khong con bi quan thic da mudi sdu ndm, va ching toi
khong hé hay biét vé cal choi. Khong co gidy phép xay dung hodc hoa don dién mrdc. Khong dau hidu gi trén ban do thué khoa. N6 khong dung dién
c6ng cong, hoan toan t6i um Ngoai kia ¢ khoang mudi ngan cai choi nhur vay 6 trong quén hat va chiing ta s& khong bao gio biét hét. Rdi con Levi
Freemantle nira chir. Toi chua bao gio gip mot dau hiéu dicu tra nao chéc chan nhur vy. David Wilson néi ong ta tim thiy ¢6 con gai. Van tay cua
Freemantle tim thay trén thi thé Wilson...”

“T6i dang bj dong dinh trén thip tir gid ngoai kia.” Ong Canh sat truéng phong ngon tay chi v& hudng nha throng, “Trén truyén hinh qubc gia.”

“Thi, chuyén d6 ngoai tm kiém sodt ctia toi.”

Mit 6ng Canh sat trrong hep lai. Giong nbi 6ng ta nguy hiém. “Ong thich thit chuyén nay Fim c6 phai khong?”’

“Thoi dimg c6 ngd ngin!”

“Ho déu mudn biét i sao anh nhoc d6 tim duoc Tiffany Shore trong khi ching ta khong thé. Cau nhoc d6 moi o murdi ba tudi, lay Chia t6i, ho mudn
bien nhoc ti d6 thanh anh hing,”

“Chiing ta dau biét rd chuyén gi xay ra ngoai kia.”

“Nhin t0i ngu lim h! N6 vé chuyén anh nhéc, cam on udn, ng cho gi Ken Holloway mbt co hoi nhai ngéu nghién phao céu t6i. Toi nhén bén ct dién
thoai goi tir tod thi sanh. Bon cu goi, hai ¢t trong d6 tir thi truong thanh pho. Holloway dang dua ra nhiing ly 1€ nghiém trong, G& ham doa s€ kién.”

Sur gian dit ctia Hunt ting Ién mot ndc. “Ga ta hanh hung mt vién canh sat ctia ong. Ong ciing nén quan tim van dé d6.”
“Thoi 6ng 1am on im dum toi di Hunt. G3 ta Iy ngon tay tr6 lén ngue ciia ong thoi.”
“Ga ta can miii ky da cudc diéu tra ciia t61.”

“Cén tr6 c4i gi.” Khudn mit ong Canh sat trudng chimg to con nhitng diéu bo limg,



Hunt simg ¢b. “Diéu d6 ¢6 nghia I g?”

“Ga Holloway cho ring 6ng c6 mdt swr quan tim ca nhén véi ba Katherine Merrimon. Mot su quan tam tinh cam.”
“Chuyén d6 that v6 van.”

“Vay sa0? Ga ndi ring ong van hay quiy rdy gi. Ga n6i 6ng phan kich ga.”

“Ga tr6 thanh ké gy han. T6i hanh dong nhur t6i thiy thich hop.”

“Canh sat vién Taylor xac nhan Ip ludn clia g ta.”

“Cb 4y s& khong bao gio ndi nhur vay.”

“Co ta khong can phai ndi nhur vy, do ngde. Trong cude doi ngin ngii ciia c6 ta, canh sat vién Taylor khong bao gior c6 thé che dau mdt cam xtc chan
that nao. Toi chi viéc dat cau hoL”

Hunt budc ra xa, va 6ng Cénh sat truéng tiép tuc. “Céi t0i quan tim k& hinh dong ctia Ong anh huong nhur thé ndo dén i, cho nén toi s& hoi théing thimg
voi 6ng: Ong c6 tinh y gi véi ba Katherine Merrimon?”

“Ong ctr ndi thing 6ng mudn toi am nhur thé ndo.”

“T6i mudn 6ng tra 1o cau hoi do.”

“Cauhoi d6 hen ha qua.”

Thoi gian kéo dai. Hoi thd ctia Canh sat trurdng niing né. “C6 thé ng nén nghi viée mot thoi gian.”

“Pau céd duoc.”

Ong Canh sat truong tho hit, va trong gidy 14t trong ong ta c6 vé biét thong cam.

“Nay, Clyde. Ching ta chura hé timra Alyssa. Va vu 4n ndy chua két thic.... moi nguoi dua ra cic cau hoi”

“Vé& chuyén gi?”

Vin cai nhin thong cam. “Vé ning Iyc ctia ong. Trude déy t6i da timg néi véi ong, dng nhin nhan sir viée ndy qua c nhan.”
“Khong qué so voi bét ctr nhan vién canh sat ndo.”

“Sang hom nay, 6ng ho hét truée dam dong nhimg ngudi hiéu ky. Ong da d4 ving mot thing son tai hién trrdng 4n mang cta chinh dng phu trach.” Canh
sat trudng quay mét di huong khac, roi lac dau. “Chuyén da kéo dai ca nam troi. Toi nghil 6ng can mot thoi gian nghi ngoi.”

“Ong sa thai t6i ddy a?”

“T6i yéu cau dng nghi viéc vai tuin 18, Toi da mot thang”

“Kl’lf)l’lg_”

“Nhu vay d6 sao?”

“Nhu vay do.”

Sur thong cam bién mat. Phén nd bing phat. “Vay thi dé toi ni cho 6 Ong nhiing gi can phéi lam. Trude tién, 6ng s& phai dimg ra nhén lAnh bét ctr mii dui
chi trich ndo tir toan b cong viée be bét dng im Néu bao giéi mudn mdt gi ndo dé dém d4, toi s& giao dng cho ho, va chd xem lic 6ng nhdn nhitng ¢t
dAm d4. Tuong tyr v6i toa d6 chanh. Tuong ty v6i bd me Tiffany Shore.”

“Tai sao t6i phai ddng y nhimg diéu d6?”

“Bai vi t6i dd bao boc dng trong subt thdi gian qua.”

“Tao lao.”

“Thir hai” (A)ng‘ta Ién giong, dap hai ngdn tay vao long ban tay mo. “Toi muén ong tranh xa gi Ken Holloway. Ga dan 6ng‘éy ¢6 nhiéu tién hon ca
Thurong dé, nhi€u ban bé ¢ nhiing i tri quan trong hon ca hai ching ta ¢6 thé mo ndi, va tdi khong mu6n nhiing cai nhire dau do. Ngoai chuyén lén
giuong voi mot ngudi phu nit ma 6ng déc biét quan tam, g ta chua hé lam mot dicu gi toi bai trong cude doi ga, nhur t6i c6 the biet. Khong dugc bat bo.

Khéng c6 bat cir truy t6 ndo. Do d6 néu gi mubn dat ngdn tay ciia g3 1én nguc ciia ng, ong hiy clﬁp nhén chuyén d6 nhur mot thing dan 6ng. Va néu
2 ta muon tang tu voi a Katherine Merrimon” — Canh sat trurong trd mdt ngén tay trén ngue Hunt, day manh nd - “hiy dé g ta ty nhién.”



Hunt nhin Canh sat trudng trdt con buc doc. Ong ta 14 ké nho mon, v6i nhimg uu tién nho mon, va Hunt ¢6 nhitng quan tdm to 1on hon; cho nén 6ng
chdn that sau cude doi thoai, quén phang nd di nhur gidt mrdc bon cau. Quén nd di. Tao lao. Khong bict 6ng ta i doa ai?

Len 161 di qua nhing day phong 6c it 6o, cubi cing 6ng dén khu bénh nhi noi ho dang diéu tri Johnny. Hunt khong duoc phép gap cau bé, nhung ong
hy vong s& tim duoc vi bac sinao do thay ddiy dinh. That khong may, 6ng thdy mot phy nir khic khd dang ngbi do, hai dau €01 chdp vao nhau, trén mot
cai ghé dai cubi day hanh lang tir phong bénh ctia Johnny. Mai toc ba Ay mau xam, chai hit ngwoc, va bo db vest cit ngin qua ¢d. Hunt nhin ra ba ta.
S& Xa hoi.

Conba no.

Neudi phu nir bt gip anh mét ctia 6ng va bét dau dimg ddy, nhung 6ng quay mit di trude khi ba ta ¢6 thé néi didu g. Ong di ra ngoai dén sanh trudc,
nhung dirng bude khi nghe giong ba Katherine.

“Tham tr Hunt?”

Pimg bén canh mdt day nhitng thang may, ba ta nhin rat thim ndo. Hunt budc t6i bén ba, va ca hai nhan thiy ho ¢6 don mdt cach khéc thurdng trong
céan phong dong cimg nguoi. “Ba Katherine,” Hunt n6i. “Johnny sao r6i?”’

Ba xo0a doc mdt canh tay, sau d6 g rdi toc tai khoi hai mét va Hunt thiy ba ta dang dtmg bén bd vire thim ctia s suy sup. “Khong kha. N6 bi chém
bay nhat dao, hai nhat kha sau.” Ba ta dui mdt ngdn tay vao hai niit trurde khi mrdc mit trao ra. “Phai mat hai tram linh sdu mili khau dé dong vet
thuong, Nhitng vét theo s€ theo nd sudt doi.”

Hunt nhin ra phia dang xa.

“Johnny tinh chwra?”

“Bay gior thi chura. C6 lic n6 tinh, nhung chi mdt chbc.”

“Cau bé c6 noi dicu gi khong?”

“N6 hoi vé em gai Alyssa. N6 mudn biét liéu ching ta 6 tim duge ¢d bé khong” Hunt nhin chd khéc, nhung ba dit tay 1én canh tay ctia 6ng. “Ga do c6
phai cing mdt nguoi khong?”

Ba ta hoi libu c6 phai Burton Jarvis ciing 1 ké bt coc con gai ba ta khong. “Lic nay qua som dé két luan.”

“Phai khong?”” Ba bp manh tay, va Hunt thiy niém hy vong va sur kinh so tran ngfip trong ba.

“Toi khong biét,” ong néi. “Ching t6i dang diéu tra vu ndy. Ching t6i dang kiém tra. Toi biét diéu gi, ba s& biét diéu d6. Toi hira.”

Ba git du. “Toi phéi trd Jai... nhd khi n tinh gidc.”

Ba toan di va Hunt chéin ba lai. Ong nghi tht k trude khi Ién tiéng,

“Ba Katherine.”

“Sao?”

“S& Xa hoi mudn ndi chuyén véi ba.”

“S¢ Xa hoi u? Toi khong hiéu.”

“Johnny bo di ca dém Bing xe 6 t6 clia ba. Mot chit xiu nita thi cau 4y da bi giét boi ké du dam c6 tién an.”

Hunt dimng. “T6i khong nghi ho s& dé Johnny sdng chung v6i ba.”

“T6i khong hiéu.” Ba voi ndi, “Toi khong cho phép nhur viy.”

“Caubé deo Iong chim Cu bé c6 dudi rén chudng va dau iu x6 ciia rén h mang trén ddy deo cd. Toi khong biét ong tham phan ndo s& dé ciu bé
song voi ba. Ba ¢4 thay bao chi truyén hinh ngoai kia khong? Ho 14 truyen thong quoc gia. CNN. FOX. Ho goi ciu bé la Tu trrdng nhi, moi Da do
Hoang da. Bay gio né da thanh chuyén, va nguoi ta chinh tri hda van dé. S Xa hoi s€ can thi€p boi vi hg khong con chon lya nao khac.”

Su bét chap diu xubng, “Téi c6 thé lam gi?”

“Toi khong biét.”

“Lam on.” Méng tay ba c4u chit canh tay 6ng, “Lamon.”



Hunt nhin Ién va nhin xubng can phong, Trong murdi bay nim, 6ng chura timg vi pham didu le bude qua i ranh - nhu n6 ddy, 16 rang nhu bat cir soi day
nao Ong tirng thay. Hoan toan lam chii ban than, Hunt bude qua lan ranh. Tai sao? Boi vi ¢d nhicu thit quan trong hon.

“Ho s& thim tra toan bd,” dng noi. “Bét diu bang mot cude thanh tra tir gia khong thong bao trude.”
“T6i khong...”

“Ba can di vé nha ngay bay gio. Ba cén’d(_)n dep.” Tay ba dua lén cao, cham vao mdt cong toc ril xubng, Hunt ngimg lai, nhung mot diéu gi d6 dau khd
nhoi nhoi trong 6ng. “Ba can phai virt hét nhitng thir thudc sai di.”

“Toi khong...”

Hunt chiin ba. “Lam on dimg ndi déi t6i, Katherine. Ngay liic nay, t6i i ban ctia ba, khong phai i cém. Téi i mdt ngudi ban dang cd strc giip mot
nguoi ban khac.”

Ba nhin dam dam vao miit 6ng hoi lau, sau d6 nhin xubng,

“Katherine, nhin ti ndy.” Ba ta nghiéng mt, va no trdng rong dudi 4nh sang git.

“Tin t6i di.”

Ba chop mit gat nhitng giot I long lanh, va 104 1& phai ¢6 ging Fim moi thdt ra duoc. “T6i cin qua giang.”

Hunt phong mit nhin qua nhimg 16p ctra kinh, quan sat d4m dong. Phéng vién. Pho nhom. Roi tay 0ng dan trong tay Katherine. “Hudng nay.” Ong dan
ba di xuong nhitng hanh lang, vao mét thang may, va thoat ra ngoai qua mot ctra doi, dang sau ctra in dong chit DANH RIENG CHO GIAO HANG.
*“Xe t61 hudng nay.”

“Con xe cua toi thi sao?”

“Tam giam giit. Tang vat.”

bi khoang bay, tam mdt trong ndng git, ba git tay lai. “Toi o thé tr lo idw.” Nhung khi dén xe, Hunt thdy rd rang ba ta khong thé. Hai 26 ma ba do
umng va nhirng ngon tay ba tréng béch. Ba dimg ¢ €p ngudi vao cira xe va dau guc xudng. Vé dén nha ba, Hunt cho xe d6 gan cira nha nht c6 thé. “Ba co
tién di taxi dé tro lai bénh vién khong?” Ba gat dau. “Ba biét sb dién thoai cta t6i chir?”

Ba vén toc khoi khudn mat, gip phai anh mét nhin, va mdt chit hiinh dién ndo d6 himg lén trong anh niit 6ng.

“T6i ¢6 vai tim danh thiép ctia 6ng.” Ba mo ctra, hoi ndng tran vao nha. Ong nhin d6i chén ctia ba xoay di, tay ba diit trén canh cira. Khi ba dira vio,
giong ba ngat quang, “T6i yéu con trai toi, tham t.”

“Toi biét.”
“T6i Ia mit nguoi me tot.”

Ba ¢b giing tir thuyét phyc chinh minh, nhung do giéin m giira doi méit ba lim cho 1o ndi trd nén gié dbi. Johnny dang ném trong nha throng, va ba van
chai da. “T6i hiéu ba,” Hunt ndi; nhung d6 khong phai nhitng gi ong ay tin.

T6i biét b ting i mdt ngudi me tot.
To1 hy vong ba sg 1a vay.

Hunt cai s6 de.

Ba dimg dudi san dét nhin 6ng i di.
skkk

Ba muroi phut sau, Hunt ¢ mit & can choi, diéu tra hién trudng cling voi tham tir Yoakum va vai chuyén vién. Ong dimg quay hung vé phia can nha.
“Nhin kia,” Yoakum néi voi ong,

“Chuyén g?”
“Cénh sét truéng”

Hunt nhin xuéng con dudng mon thi théy ong Canh st truéng di xuyén qua op bui cay thip & t&. Hai nguoi phu ta theo sau 6ng ta. Mot canh sat méic
quan phyc giit nhitng canh cay khong dé va vao ngu6i 6ng. “Toi vira lam chuyén ndy,” Hunt noi.



“Hang t6t g6i ghém trong nhitng kién hang to.”

Hunt dtmg khoanh tay trrde ngye. Néu 6ng Canh sét trurdng mudn kiém tra, chuyén ndy binh thudng, nhung 6ng khong vui vé don nhén. Ong Canh sat
trudng dimg & khoang xa hon nim mét va xem xét khung canh xung quanh, hai tay dt trén hong, cdm héch lén.

“(A ta o ting xem canh ndy trong phim khong nhi?”” Yoakum thi thao.
“Imdi, John.”
“Gibng y chang trong phim Patton. Con ba né. Ga ta tuéng minh i 6ng tudng George C. Scott 42

Ong Canh sat truong tién vé phia trude, thu dan khoang cach, phai doan tuy ting ctia 6ng ke ke sat canh bén. Ong ta gat dau chao Yoakum va nhin
Hunt voi anh mit nghiém trong, “Di véi t61.”

Hunt nhin v& phia nhitng bui rdm hoang da. “O dau?”

Ong Canh sat trurong nghién ctru rimg 14 um tim. “Chd chiing t6i mot chde.” Nhitng phu té ctia ong ta gian dan ra.

“Ong ciing vy, 6ng Yoakum.”

“T6i?” Tay dt trén ngwe. Hai it kinh ngac.

Yoakum di theo sau lng Canh sét truong trude khi ong ta bit dau duyét binh, nhung Hunt tam trang 161 bo, khong c6 tam tri déu vui dia. Ong chim
chim nhin Céanh sat truéng, va Canh sét trudng ciing vdy. Sur cing thing gia tang, cudi cling Canh sét trudng Ién tiéng trude. “Vé chuyén hdi ndy. CO 18
t01 hoi qua dang.”

“C6 thé vay.”

“Nhung ciing c6 thé khong.”

Canh sat truong nhin hang cdy cao gidng nhu bure trdng thanh ctia canh rimg. Cai chdi chi i mot diém bé nho trong rimg xanh bat ngan. “Néu 6ng ni
v6i t01 ong chura 1an md dén gan day, t6i s& chip nhan nd.”

Ho nhin nhau chiim chim “N6 13 mdt vu 4n mang khac.”

“Pugc.” Mot cai gat nhe. “Cir tam coi la nhur vy, nhung hiy coi nhu ddy la co hoi cudi cling cho 6ng, Bay gidy, trude khi t6i doi y va tdng cd 6ng vi sy
bat tin khong c6 co s, ni t6i nghe ong kham pha duoc diéu gi ngoai nay.”

Hunt chi v& huéng cin nha ndm khuét tit phia sau kim cdy. “Ching t6i tim dugc noi gi Jarvis d4u ndi ddy dién. Cap ngilm chon duéi dt nam phan. Cai
choi ndy hoan toan khong ding dién cua s¢ dién. Va ong cling da thay con duong mon dan vao day. N6 khong mot vét chan budc. Nhitng thir nay
khong tii ndo quan sat duoc tir can nha hodc tir duong cai. Khong gidy phép. Khong dién nude. N6 chi 1 céi vo boc. Mot khong gian chét.”

“Nhitng dtra tré c6 khai thac duge gi khong?”’

“Chiing dang dugc cham soc trong phong yén tinh. Bac si khong cho phép t6i gap ching.”

Ong Canh sat trurong budc vao can chdi va Hunt theo sau. Ong cam giac da dé ndi gai on lanh. “Nhur 6ng thiy d6, nhimg birc trdng duge chén bang
nhing tamném, ¢ & d¢ him &m thanh. Cira s6 duoc nhdi bong cach nhiét lam tir soi thily tinh va nhira va che dy kin bang nhira cong nghiép thém mot
ln nita dé hiim am thanh, nhung ciing ¢6 thé dé giir khong gian nay 61 om. Nhin chd nay di.”” Hunt bude t6i birc trdng ¢ phia xa va chi vao mot cai 16
1ho, nham nhé. “Pay 1 noi ¢b bé gidt tung c4i moc sit xich chiée cong tay cuia ¢ vao tuong” Moc sit da duoc cho vao tii tang vt va danh so. Hunt
nhat lén va cam nhan duoc céi lanh ctia kim loai xuyén qua bao nhira. Ong chia 16 ra cho 6ng Canh st trrdng, dng ta s n6 mot in, sau d6 quy xubng
va nhét mt ngdn tay vao trong trong, N6 13 mot cai 16 nong, Xi-méing kho rang va v& vun. “Mot dira tré cimg coi,” Hunt noi.

“Thé lam sao ¢6 bé Ay thodt ra khoi cai chdi?”

Hunt dan Canh sét trudng dén canh cira va budc ra ngoai. Ong chi vao cai § khoa. N6 1 § khoa Yale, bang thau to va chiic chiin. “Ga ta khoa 6 khod
lai nhung da quén khod cira.”

“Tai nan?” Ong Canh sat trrong nhic 6 khoa 1én, budng n6 16t xudng va I Fic. “Hay 1 chil quan?”’
“Chuyén d6 quan trong im khong?”
Mot cai nhin vai. “Con cay sing?”’

“Khong 6. N6 6 thé van & trong choi tir dau. C6 bé co thé tim thiy no trong nha. N6 ciing khong co khoa.” Ca hai mbt Jan nita déu nhin v& huéng cin
nha. Khong thé nhin thay gi qua ring cdy. Nhung trude binh minh, khi dén dudc con sang, Tiffany c6 the thay no. “Toi doan gi ta say ruou. Chung toi



tim thiy rrou va xi-ke. Két qua kham nghiém tir thi s& cho biét.”

“C6 déu hiéu ndo c6 thé lién quan dén nhimg tré em khac khong?”” Canh sat truéng giit giong ndi mot cach chuyén nghiép.
“Ong dang hoi vé& vu an Alyssa Merrimon?”

“Khong han nhur vy.”

Ong Canh st truong khong hé nao niing, ciip mét ong ta khong hé ngudi ngoai, trong khi Hunt phéng méit nhin sau

VAo rung.

“Ching ta can ché danh hoi,” Hunt n6i. “Néu c6 bé bi chén viii ngoai kia, t6i mudn tim thiy c6 bé.”

“Troi sap t6i roL.”

Giong Hunt lanh 18o. “T6i d4 quyét dinh nhu vay.”
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Chuong 24: Chwong 23

Piing sau nhing birc - tudng mong cuia can nha thué, Katherine Merrimon do ngudi nhin vao gurong phong thm. Ba nhn ra sy ddi trd ctia minh trude mét
ong canh sat, cam thiy né nhur mot cai tat tai. B tw hoi chinh minh cau hoi ning né.

Ba c6 phai mdt nguoi me mau myre hay khong?

Dea thit ba bi kéo céng ngang qua nhiing phén xurong x4u ciia khudn mét mon moi va qua mirc xanh xao. Mai toc trén diu nang né hon thuong 16, va
nhiing ngoén tay cta ba runraykhl ba dua n6 1én tin go méa. Ba thiy mong tay ba trd nén don, d& gay vun, d6i mit thim quing. Ba tim kiém mdt c4i gi
d6 quen thudc, nhung d6i mit lai déi tra.

Hinh anh Johnny hén sau trong ddu ba. Cau dugc bing bo tring toat; va ba nhé trude tién dén ¢ con gii song sinh.

Alyssa.

Cai tén rot qua doi mdi ciia ba, chit xiu nira Bm ba ngd quy. Ba biu chéit bon rira mit, roi mot tay dua lén. Ba tim tim guong, va voi tht ca sur kinh tom,
ba mo nap ti. Nhig chai lo dung thudc chét day ba ngan ké. Nhwra mau cam. Nhan chai trang. Ba cambira mot chai: Vicodin. Ba mo nap, d6 ba vién
vao long ban tay. Ching c6 thé lam tan bien di, nhitng hoi trc lung linh, nhitng mat mat.

MO hoi chay xudng g, Migng ba kho quénh mdt cach dau dén va ba 6 thé cam duge n6 nhur thé nio trén dau huedi - nudt khan, rat kho khéin, nhimg
vién thube dang nghet ir dong trong c6 hong. Nhung khi ngang dau Ién nhin vao trong grong, ba thiy doi mat ching khac ndo mat gidy cat bang keo, va
chiing mo nhat nhur theé ban sao sau nhi€u lan sao di sao lai. Chung trong giong nhu d6i mat Johnny. Khong phai lic ndo trong cling nhu vay. Ca hai niit.

Ba nghiéng ban tay dé nhing vién thudc roi xudng, tao ra nhitng am thanh nho nhur cham phéi gach trang men. Bt thinh inh trong con hoang loan, ba 10i
hét nhitng chai thuoc ra,‘cz‘lo chiing r6t xuong chdu nira mat. Tung lo mdt, ba md nap, d6 hét thude xuong bon cau. Mat lo. Hai muroi lo. Ba do tat ca
chiing di va kéo nudc bon caun. Chdp nhoang,

Phai hanh dong chdp nhoang,

Ba mang hét nhimg chai lo rong, virt hét vao g6 rac va 16i boc rac ra ngoai. Thoi gian trdi qua mau khi ba don dep va chili rira. San nha. Tii lanh. Ctra
$0. Giov giéc tré thanh hoi nong mo nhoa ctia md hoi va thén khi. Ba nhdi nhét khain trai girdng vao may giat, d6 ruou xudng bii co dai va viit chai lo thuy
tinh vao céi thimg khién ching v toang va nd tung khi ba quay lung di vao nha khuan thém ra. Cudi cing, ba nhin vao tim grong. Méau bam tu & phén
thit mém dudi cam. Ba mo voi nurde néng, chii rira khudn miit cho dén khi da bong rat, nhung d6i nit nhin vin ¢6 van dé. Ba cdi bo 40 quin va bude
vao bon tin; nhung nhu vay van khong di.

Bui bam bam m#i tin bén trong,

Johnny thirc gidc mot minh trong can phong xa la. Cau nghe théy tiéng chan budc & xa bén ngodi canh cira, &m thanh cam nin. Mot bc sTduoc goi trén
hé thong Joa lién lac, va nhiéu mang ky trc ctia cdu dugc phuc hdi. Cau sd 16p bang trén nguc, théy dau dén, sau d6 ¢ ngdi day khi con n6n hanh ha.
Mt nay dom dom: mau do nhat xuyén qua cira $0, tring tro dudi canh ctra. Cau tim kiém me c4u giita nhitng bire tudng chao déo. Khi ngdi day, cau
thay diu vét bd hong dudi mong tay, goi nhac nuée dau va vét mau kho trén nhimg ngon tay. Nhing céi Iong khong con, nhung nd ciing khong con can
thiét nita. Cau nhém mt va hinh dung ¢t v hut ctia g Jar. Cau ngiri thy mii ném da 6 6, cam dugc mit duong lanh 18o khi Jar dé nat ¢6 cau va chém
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bang chinh con dao ctia cau.
Johnny kéo hai tay dudi tAm ga trai giwong, nhung van camnhan duoc céi 16 sau diu ctia gi Jar nong Ay, siing nurde. Cau nghe thiy am thanh chuyen tir
néng né sang mem mai va nho 1 g Jar da chét. Johnny lin ngurdi qua bén hong va dong ctra lai. Canh ctra qua nhe khién Johnny khong hé nghe thiy

tiéng dong. Cau linh cam thiy c6 sur chuyén dich ctia khong khi va sy xudt hién ctia ai d6 bén canh girong cau. Cau mo it va thiy Tham tir Hunt, trong
déng diéu bo phd, nu cudi grong gao. “Toi 1§ ra khong duoc phép c6 mit & ddy,” dng ndi, chi vé hudng cai ghé. “Cau cho phép t6i chir ha?”

Johnny dudi thing ngudi trén gdi. Cau ¢ ndi nhung ca thé gidi ndy duoc gdi chit trong bong biang,

“Cau cam thiy sao r6i?”” tham tir Hunt hoi.

Hai myit Johnny nhin vao cdy sting m bang ciia né doi én dudi 4o khodc ngoai ctia 6ng tham tr.

“T6i binh thurong,” Nhitng chit ning trich, cham rii va gia déi.

Hunt ngdi. “Chiing ta ¢6 thé néi chuyén dugc khong?” Johnny khong tra 101, va tham ttr Hunt nga nguoi vé phia trurde. Ong chum céc ngdn tay Bm thanh
cai thap chyp va dat hai clii cho 1én hai dau goi. Cai do khoac hé mo, va Johnny c6 thé thay bao sing son cti, son den bong bao boc bén ngoai 1p thép.
“T6i can biet chuyén gi da xdy ra.”

Johnny khong tra 16i. Cau khong nhic nhich.

“Cau 6 thé nhin thing vao t6i khong, con trai?””

Johnny gt dau, nhung cau cam théy doi mét duong nhur qua ning né dé ngudc kén.

“Johnny?”’

Johnny nhim chém chiim vao cdy sting. Bang sing soc ca-rd. Péu rudi ctia khoa an toan mau trang Tay cdu di chuyén, va 6ng c6m van ngdi yén, ngay
ca khi Johnny voi tay chop khéu sing. Cau chi muén camné, dé biét nd ¢6 néng nhu déng dap ctia n6 khong, nhung cay sting bién dan thanh mt qua

cau 4nh sang. Mot sirc ning de 1én trén ngue Johnny. N6 ép chit ciu xudng ném girdng va ciu nghe giong 6mg cdm & mot noi ndo do rat xa. “Johnny.
Tinh day di. Johnny.”

Sau do6 céu roi xudng, va ai d6 dong nhiing cay coc den vao hai mit ctia cau.

Ba Katherine i 40 quan va do dam Ba phai cd gang dé gitr vimg cac ngon tay, nhung nhitng cai ctic 40 duong nhu rét bé nho. Ba sdy kho méi toc, chai
nhing it trén toc, va dan do vé chuyén trang diém. Cudi ctng, ba trong giong nhur mot ngwdi phy nir binh thuong trong than xac cta mbt ngwdi nao do
dang 6m nang, Khi goi taxi, ba phai suy nghi miii méi nhé ra s6 nha; sau d6 ba ngdi chd & ria chiée ghé sofa. Chiéc dong hd gb nhip trong nha bép.

Ba giit thing hung,

M hoi bt dau rin thanh giot & gitta hai ba vai. Ba tudng tuong hoi men ctia mdt Iy reou va nghe 1 ru vo dira tré vao gidc ngi ctia mot ngly qua khir
quén 101,

Chuyén do6 qué dé.
Qua dé, qua dé.

Y quyét cau nguyén bao phii én ba nhur mot cai bong. Nhur thé néu ba chép mét, sau d6 mo miét ra, s& khong con anh sang khéc thuong. Sy cam dé
dang trao tlr mdt noi no séu thém trong tiém thirc, bau nhiét huyet mot thoi biét so hai bay gio bi don ép chi con a chit gi do ti den va lanh I8o. Ba
chong choi s cam db, nhung ngdl guc, va khi quy xuong, ba thay minh nhur mot ké gia déi, modt sur nguy tao, nhur mot iir hanh di lac trong mt dém nura
gi6 khong ngimg,

Chit nghia, trurde tién, chdi tir xudt hién, va cam gidc nhur chinh Chila déng sim ¢b hong ba. Nhung ba ciii cim xubng va ¢b nhé lai cam giac nhur thé
n30. Tro troi. Tin cdy. Ci minh van nai. Va d6 la nhitng gi ba da lam. Ba van xin Chia ban thém nghi Iy, va cho con trai sém binh phuc. Ba van xin
Chta che cho giip d0 trong yén king nhung rat ménh liét. Ba van xin giit duoc nhitng gi dang c6: con trai, cude song thudng ngay voi con. Khi dimg day,
ba nghe nhur ¢6 tiéng banh xe trén soi d4, &m thanh lao xao nhur tiéng mura roi. Va sau d6 am thanh cham dit. Ken Holloway gap ba ¢ ngoai cura.

Quén o vest i ho théing tip, ca vat miu tim dam, budng thng trén ¢d. Ba Katherine chét king khi thiy vé mit buc boi clia dng ta, md hoi thm trén ¢
40. Ba hudng mit nhin vao md 16ng méng bao phu c6 tay cua ga.

“Em lam gj thé?”” Ga bum cam ba bang ngdn tay cimg nhu thép. “Em chung dién vi ai vay?” Ba khong thé tra 1oi. G bop manh cam ba. “Tdi ndi, em
chung dién vi ai?”

“To6i di dén bénh vién,” giong ba nho nhe.

Ken nhinwdéng hd deo tay. “Gior thiim bénh nhan s& chdm diit trong khoang mbt tiéng nita. Hay 1 em kiém cho chiing ta mdi nguoi mot ly gi d6 ubng va
emco thé di vao ngay mai?”



“Ho s& thic n¥ic tai sao t6i khong co mit & d6.”

“Ai s& thic méc?”

Ba nubt giong. “S& Xa hoi.”

“Quan chirc. Ho dau lam phién emduoc.”

Ba nging cao dau. “Toi phai di.”

“Pha cho t6i ly ruon.”

“Trong nha khong con gi hét.”

“Caigi?”

“Hét roi. Tt ca moi thir.”” Ba ¢6 lach minh qua khoi gi ta. Ga ding canh tay ho phap chin ba lai,

“Gid ndy tré 161, Ga Jan mot tay xudng tim hung nho bé.

“Toi khong thé.”

“T6i bj giam sudt ca dém.” Ga vo chit tay ba. “Li la do théng Johnny. Tai thing con clia em d4y. Néu né dimg ném cuc d4 xuyén qua cira s6 nha toi..”
“Ong dau biét n6 im diéu d6.”

“C6 phai em dang chbng dbi lai t6i?”

Tay ba bung 1én dau nhéi. Ba nhin nhitng ngén tay ctia gi. “Budng tay toira.”

Ga cuoi, va ba camthy g3 dang ln at ba, nguc g3 ép vao ba khi ga chén 161 di & cira. Gabatdaudayhnba vao nha. “Budng ra,” ba n6i. Nhung gi
dAy ba vao nha, cap moi mong ctia g3 mim lai dudi con it khong tha thr. Hinh anh c4u con trai bdng an hién trong ba, chlec cambé nho tya trén canh
tay bét dong khi cau bé ngdi ¢ hang hién nhin kén trén ngon ddi cho ngong déu hiéu cha no trd vé. Ba da trimg phat cau vé chuyén ndy, nhung gios thi ba
thim thia niém hy vong ma cdu bé trong ngong. Anh rmt ba luot tir canh tay g3 Ken ngude Ién, ba nhin vé huéng ngon d6i quen thudc. Ba hinh dung
chiéc xe tai ciia ong chong nhap nhd, nhung ngon ddi ving ]ang, con dudng i mot chudi dai tinh king. Ga Ken phat ra 4m thanh tir trong cudng hong, va
khi ba nhin Ién, ba thiy nu cuoi trén khudn mit gi. “Nedy mai,” gi noi. “Johnny. Chuyén dau tién.”

Ba lai nhin Ién dinh doi, thiy anh chdp ctia kim loai khi mot chiéc xe vurot qua trén dinh dbi. Ba nin thé, sau d6 nhan ra chiéc xe 6 t0. “Taxi ciia toi,” ba
161

Ken It bude khi chiéc taxi cham banh. Ba Katherine giing manh canh tay cta minh, nhung cam nhén duoc sur gian dif cta gi dan 6ng cao Ion dang
dimg do. “Toi phai di,” ba ndi, sau d6 virot qua ngudi gi va nhin thdy chiée taxi trén dudng dan vao nha.

“Katherine.” Nu curdi ctia g bat ngd rang 13, va bét ki ai ciing ¢ thé nghi né rat thanh that.
“Chiing ta s€ n6i chuyén vao ngay mai.”

Ba quéng minh vao trong taxi, cam nhén chiéc ghé sau keng 4m mii khéi thude 14, quan do khong giat giti va keo xit toc. Ong tai xé da nhin nheo gip nép
va mot vét seo trén co. “Ba di dau?”

Ba Katherine van nhin trong chimg Ken Holloway.

“Thua ba?”

Gi Ken van dtmg cudi.

“Dén bénh vién,” ba ndi.

Ong tai x& nhin ba qua kinh chiéu hdu. Ba biét 6ng nhin minh va nhin dap tra. “Ba khong sao chir?” Ong ta hoi.
Ba toat md hdi va run rdy tay chan. “Toi khong sao,” ba noi.

Nhung ba nhim
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Chuong 25: Chwong 24

Johnny dimg & canh rimg phia sau krng, trrde mét | mot trang c6 duge don sach s&. N6 chi a mdt vét cao trong mt bién cdy rimg, mot vét 16i; nhung
tlr cai noi Johnny ding, no 1a tat ca, mot tham cd tranh xanh ron uon cong trong con gié nhe yén binh.

Alyssa dimg ¢ gilta trang c0 nhin cau. C6 gio' tay Ién, va Johnny budc t6i, c6 moc cao dén mit ca chin, 10i dén dau gdi. Alyssa nhin gidng y chang lin
sau cung ciu gip ¢ bé: quannganvangbac mau, 4o tring, Toc ¢d den nhur muye xa, lan da rdmnang. Co gilr mot tay sau kg, va nglnengdau lamcho

nhiéu soi toc roi xudng phit én hai miit. C6 dimg trén mdt c4i hop ép xudng cd phing dudi dit. Johnny c6 thé ngiri thdy mii co bi ddm nat, va c4i chin t6i
cta mia he.

Con rin cudn trdn du6i chan ¢d. N6 1 con rén hd mang ma cau giét duoc. Dai mit met rudi, trén ngudi 6 nhitng khoanh mau ndu va vang, no ndmyén
lang. N6 ném huong vi khong khi bang ludi, va khi Johnny dirng lai, nb ngang cao dau.

Johnny nh6 n6 lao dén md cau nhur thé ndo cai ngdy cau giét nd. Cai chét can ké nhur thé nao.
Vai phan.
C6 thé it hon.

Alyssa cli nguoi bat con rin, va ngdn tay ciia ¢ gan thn con ran. Cai dudi nd quin quanh cb tayco bé. Pau con rin vuron cao hon khi ¢6 bé dimg
théng ngudi, v con rin nhin co. Ludi cua 16 lé ra. “Pdy khong phai stre manh,” ¢6 n6i. Con ran md mit o, va khi 16 it dAu vé, hai 16 xuit hién, theo
sau i nhimg giot mau nhin giéng nhur nhitng trai tao nho. Co gio con rén kén cao hon, bude mit budc va chiée hop sit chuyén dich dudi chan co. “Day
1a sy yéu dubi”

Con ran md, canh md va chdm lai khi cip ring nanh gim vao mit ¢6. C6 chap choang, va con rin rrf) ¢6 1an nira. Hai an. Mot an trén chan may, mot
]an 0 mo6i duoi. Thém 16. Thémméu. Co ngimg budc, va bét thinh finh hai it c6 ruc sang, mau nau toi chuyen qua den, c6 dimg chét ling ma nhu
trong vang, D6 1a con niit ctia Johnny, d6i nit cua me c0. Tay c6 bé ghi chét vao con ran, va Johnny thiy c6 khong hé so hii. Vé mit ciia ¢6 toat ra su
hung ton va gian dit. Hai mdi c6 nhot di va con rén bat dau vimg vay. C6 bép chit tay va giong ndi clia ¢6 ting thém sinh hyc.

“Sy yéu dudi,” c6 nhéc lai, nhimg ngon tay tréng béch, con ran ving vay khi c6 bop chat nd. N6 md tay co, mit ¢d. N6 ngoamco va ghi chit nanh, tiép
tuc bomnoc doc ngay ca khi né dang quan quai. Alyssa phot 1o, di chuyén canh tay con lai tir phia sau lung. Trong tay, ¢ cam cy stng, den tuyén va
bong nhdy du6i anh sang néng git.

“Quyén ning,” ¢d noi.

Va kéo ving con rin ra khoi cd.

Johnny giat minh tinh giéc. Thudc mét dén tac dung, nhung gidc mo vén chira budng tha: c6 em géi mit tich, va ¢ cuoi khi Johnny dt nhimg ngon tay
Ién thir kim loai am, sang trong tay ¢6. Cau so cho bang bé trén nguc, 161 thdy me cau. Ba ngdi mot minh trong cai ghe canh twong. Vet chi ké mit lem
nhem ¢ ving da dudi miit. Bau goi co giat.

L‘Me.’7

Ba quay dAu va giong thang thdt. “Johnny.” Ba lap tirc dimg ddy, budc ngang cin phong va dimg trurde con trai. Ba chéi toc cho con, doan, ba 6m
cham lay con. “Con yéu cta mg.”

Tham tir Hunt vao phong Johnny sau bira diém tim hai gi. Ong xuét hién & canh cira, cudi mim v6i Johnny, sau d6 khéu tay ba Katherine va i vao
trong hanh lang,

Johnny nhin ho qua tamkmh Nhing gi tham tir Hunt ndi, me cau khong hai long. Ho ci nhau kich liét. Ba lc dAu, trimg mét nhin qua ctra kinh hai lan,
16i sau d6 gue cam xudng. Hunt cham vao vai iba mjt lan, nhung ba lic ving ra. Khi canh ctra dwoc mo ra, tham tir Hunt vao trude, me Johnny theo vao
sau 6ng, Ba cudi nu cudi gwong gao, sau dé ngdi & mép chiée ghé boc nhura, bong nhdy & goc phong, Nhin ba nhur ¢6 vé sép sira non og.

“Anh ban Johnny.” Hunt kéo chiéc ghé lai gin girong, “Chau cam thy trong ngudi thé nao?”

Johnny nhin me rdi nhin ra tia phén chiéu nh sang kim loai ngay duéi canh tay tham tir Hunt, thép den va choi sang, “Tiffany khong sao chir?””

Hunt kéo 4o khoac lai. “Chii nghii 6 bé 4y s& khong sao.”

Johnny nhéim it lai va théy c0 bé ngdi trén viing méu cuia gi dan dng da chét; cAu cam duge an da kho va nong ctia tay ¢6 khi cdu ra sitc kéo 0 vao
trong 6 t6. “C6 ay khong bict t6i 1 ai. Ching tdi hoc cing truong sudt bay ndm hoc.” Cau ic dau. “Trén nira dudng di dén bénh vién, cudi cing ¢ bé
ciing nhan ra toi. C6 ay khong budng t6i ra. Khoc. Gao.”

“Chu s& tim hiéu tinh trang ¢6 bé 4y thé ndo. Trude tién 14 vy.” Tham tir Hunt ngimg, giong nghiém trang. “Chéu da Bm mot viée thit can dam”



Johnny chép mit. “T6i d4u cé ciru duoc ai”

“Co that vay khong?”

“D6 1a nhig diéu ho n6i ngoai kia, ding khong?”

“M6t s nguoi noi nhur vay. Ding thé.”

“Ga ta s& giét toi. Tiffany 1 anh hing, Ho khong nén ké lai cau chuyén khac di.”

“Ngudi ciia truyén thong thoi, Johnny. Png qué quan tim”

Johnny nhin btre tudng tring va mdt tay so vao nhitng chd bang bo trén ngue.

“Gi ta s& giét toL.”

Ba Katherine tao tiéng on nghe nhur thon thire, va Hunt xoay ngudi trén ghé. “Ba khong can phéi co mit & day.”

Ba dimg bat day khoi chiéc ghé. “Ong khong thé bit toi dira.”

“Khdng c6 ai ndi nhu vay...”

“Toi khong di dau ca.” Gipng ba cao Ién, hai tay run run.

Hunt quay tré lai vi Johnny, va dng nér ny cudi dudng nhur thanh thélt, nhung phién mudn. “Chau 6 khoé dé tré 1oi vai cau hoi khong?” Johnny gat dau.
“Chiing ta s€ bat dau lic khoi dau. Toi nudn chau nhé lai g dan 6ng chau thay trén cau, cai ga 1ai chice 6 t6 tong vao chicc xe gan may. Chau hicu
cha?”

“Dg.”

“Bay gio, hily nhd lai g dan 6ng hanh hung chau sau khi chau chay di.”

“Ga khong hanh hung t6i. G chi vac bong toi lén, nhu I giir toi vay.”

“Gitr chaua?”

“Nhu gi ta dang chd doi mot cai gi.”

“C6 trudng hop ndo ca hai 1 mot ngudi khong? Ga dan 6ng trén cau. Ga nhic bong chéu lén.”

“Ho 1a hai ngudi hoan toan khac.”

“Chau 1o mo thiy gi dan 6ng trén cau. Chau ndi gi ta i mdt cai bong?”

“Khéc hinh dang, khac kich ¢d. Ho khac nhau ca dam, c6 thé hai dam.”

Hunt gii thich diém cong ctia con song. “C6 thé cling a mdt nguoi dan ong”

“Toi hiéu dong chay ctia con song, khoanh dat & gitta khic cong d6 1a mot dam Iy, Néu ong thir di tit ngang nd, ong s& sa E‘X tan krng quan. Con
duong mon uon theo dong song 1a ¢d ly do. Bon ho 1a hai ngurdi khac nhau, hdly tin t6i. G& dan 6ng trén cau khong to 1on da dé c6 thé vac kién hang
do.”

“Kién hing g?”

“Nhur cai rrong,” Johnny n6i. “Boc trong nhira. Ga vac 16 trén vai va trong nd rt ning”

“Chdu 6 thé miéu ta n6 khong?”

“Nhira den. Bing keo bac. Dai. Day. Nhu cai ruong, Ga giit t6i bang mot tay, tay kia gitt cai rwong. Chi dimg do, nhu t6i da ndi, va sau d6 gi noi véi

to1
“Chéu khong hé n6i vi toi didu ndy trudc ddy. Ga ta nbi gi?”
“Chiia n61.”

“Pidu dé 6 nghia g?”



“T6i khong biét.”

Hunt dtmg ddy va bude dén cira sb. Ong nhin qua cira kinh mét ca phit. “Cai tén David Wilson c6 ¥ nghiia gi v6i

chau khong?”

“Khong”

“Con Levi Freemantle thi sao?”’

“David Wilson | nguoi dan ong bi tong ving khoi cau. Levi Freemantle i g3 dan 6ng nhic bong t61.”

“Chau ndi nhiing cai tén d6 khong cé y nghia gi voi chan.”

Johmny xoay vai. “Khéng. Nhung Freemantle 13 tén ctia ngurdi Mustee, do d6 phai i g to Ion. Biéu do cho thdy David Wilson i nguoi bi giét.”
“Mustee?”

“Mustee la gi?”

“Dan Da d6 lai v6i ngudi Phi chau.” Tham tir Hunt nhin trong rdng, “Lumbee, Sapona, Cherokee, Catawba. Ho ciing 1 n6 & Da do. Ong biét diéu do
khong?”

Hunt thim do cu con trai, khong biét ¢6 nén tin hay khong, “Lam sao chiu biét Freemantle 1 c4i tén Mustee?”

“Nguoiné 1€ dAu tién duge phong thich ¢ quén hat Raven 14 nguoi Mustee 6 céi tén Isaac. Khi duoc tra tir do, dng ta chon Freemantle lam ho ctia
minh. Anh sang ctia sy tu do. Cai tén mang y nghia nhur vay.”

“Trudc vu 4n ndy, toi chura bao gio nghe dén cai tén Freemantle & quan hat Raven.”

Johnny nhtn vai. “Ho ¢ déy lau doi roi. Tai sao 6ng lai nghi Levi Freemantle lai i cting mdt ngudi voi gi & trén cau?”’

“Hay ndi vé& Burton Jarvis.”

“Khong,” Johnny noi.

“Sao?”

“Ong tra 101 cu hoi ciia t6i da. Thé mdi cong bang.”

“Day khong phai san choi con nit, Johnny. Khong phai 1 chuyén cong bang”

“Thing bé rat cimg dAu,” ba Katherine noi.

“Puge,” Hunt ndi. “Mot cau hoi. Mot lan.”

Johnny ha cam xudng, mit cau khong hé roi mit Hunt. “Tai sao ong cho ring Levi Freemantle v6i gi dan 6ng trén cau l mot?”

“Freemantle dé lai van tay trén tir thi ong David Wilson. N6 khién ching t6i théc niic liéu ¢6 phéi Freemantle Ia nguoi 14i 6 t0 tong Ong ta vang khoi cau
hay khong. Néu chau c6 thé néi v6i ching t6i ca hai ld mbt ngudi, Freemantle va ngudi chéu thay trén cau, 16 s gilp gidi toa diéu nay.” Hunt khong hé
nhic dén hai thi thé tim thdy & nha Freemantle, hinh v& mot ké cao Ion giit dira bé gai mac chiéc 4o damvang va mdm ddy mau. Johnny ngdi day thing
ngudi én, va mot cai gi d6 kéo én & dudi ménh bong bang. “David Wilson van con séng khi Freemantle bét 6ng ta?”

“Toi khong biét.”

“Nhung c6 thé.”

Hunt murong twong nhitng van tay dAm mau trén mi mit cta tir thi. “Toi nghi ngd ki vAy,” ong noi.

“C6 thé 6ng ta n6i cho Freemantle biét c6 bé & dau.”

“T6i khong nghi nhur vdy, Johnny.”

“Chuyén gi xay ra néu 6ng ta néi vé Alyssa. C6 thé 6ng ta n6i v6i Freemantle ong ta tim thiy em gai toi & dau.”

“Khéng.”



“Nhung, c6 thé...”

“Khé mi tin dng ta ndi vé Alyssa, va ciing rat nghi ngd viéc ong ta con séng khi Freemantle dén chd ong ta.”” Hunt dom chimg cau trai tré, quan sat cau
dang tinh todn. “Dung bao gid nghi nhur vay,” ong noi.

“Nghii vé& chuyén gi?”

Mt cdu to tron va ngy tho, bat cir 6ng cémndo ciing tin ngay. “Nhing ngay thang choi tro choi gia cdm chim dut rdi Johnny. Khong c6 ban do nita.
Khoéng cé tham hi€m nita. Toi ndi nhu vay rd rang khong?”

Johnny quay dau huéng khac. “Ong hoi vé Burton Jarvis. Ong mudn biét diéu gi?””

“Bit dau tir dau. Sao cau tim duoc nha gi? Ciu dén d6 voi muc dich gi? Cu thiy nhitng gi? Chuyén gi da xay ra? Tat ca. Moi thir.”

Johnny hinh dung lai nhitng Jan cAu def:n can nha: bong té@ va cai choi, can nha nhin nh thé ndo qua kim cdy va tiéng dong ctia nhitng con vat trong rimg,
Céu nghi dén nhirg mong tay dinh day thach cao va nhi€u thang vat va trong 4c mong, g3 ban hii hing cta Jar va chuyén ho néi v6i nhau vé Ut Vang,
Trén cudi lam d6i chan Johnny rung roi. Céu khong tai nao ki;ndugc n0i ban khoan va me cdu linh cam duogc dicu nay. Ba dung ddy va bude di, lo
lang, va su di chuyén lam Tham tr Hunt buc minh. “Ba c6 thé vui long ngdi xuong duge khong, Katherine?””

Ba lamngo 6ng.

“Katherine!”

“Lam sao t6i ¢6 thé ctr ngdi d6 va xemmoi chuyén nhur van binh thudng?”” Ba co gidt va mét sang lén. “Sé Xa hoi.” Ba cay ct nhin Hunt. “Téi s& khong
cho phép nhur vay!”

Hunt ha giong. “Chiing ta d& ddng y tam thoi trong e nay khong 161 Johnny vao chuyén nay.”

“T6i khong thé chép nhan chuyén d6.”

“T6i dang lam tAt ca nhitng gi c6 thé, Katherine. Ba phéi tin toi.”

“Ong ndi voi t6i 6ng s& mang con bé Alyssa vé nha. Ong ciing da n6i toi phai tin diéu d6.”

Hunt tAi mit. “Biéu ndy khong gitip ich duoc gi.”

“Céc ngudi dang ndi vé van dé do ha?”” Johnny hudng vé hanh lang. “Sé Xa hoi?”

“S¢ Xa hoi quan tim vé phuc loi cua céu, Johnny Qua nhitng sur viéc da xay ra, ho budc phai thim tra toan bo. Piéu do ¢6 nghia ho s€ phéng Van,
thanh tra tu gia. Ho s€ n6i vé hoc hanh. Nhung tét ca nhitng chuyén d6 s& phai mét mot thoi gian. Trong lic ndy, ho mudn mang cau ra khoi quyén giam
ho ctia me ciu. Tam thoi. Vi mubn béo vé cho cau.”

“Bao v&?”

“Ho nghi cu dang nguy hiém.”

“Tir t61,” ba Katherine ndi.

“Khong ai n6i nhur vay!” Hunt mat kién nhan,

“Diéu ndy khong dung,” Johnny noi.

“Binh finh, con trai.”” Hunt nhin me Johnny, ba gén nhu mudn khée, sau do tap trung vao cau bé. “Toi dang noi chuyén voi chi Steve ctia cau. Toi nghi t6i
c0 thé sap x€p dé cau tam tri véi Ong ta trong khi chuyén nay duoe giai quyét.”

“Steve I gi dan ong khiém nha.”

“J Ohlmy! 2

“A, ong ta I hang ngudi 6, me a.”

Hupt cui sat J ohmjy hon. “Hodc 1a 6ng Steve hoac la ngudi gidm }1@ duoc chi dmh boi toa an. Voi 6ng Steve, me caq ¢6 thé tham ciu bét ¢t e 112‘19 ba
mu6n. C4u van song voi nguoi trong gia dinh, it nhat ciing phai dén khi c6 quyt dinh chung cube. Néu chuyén nay den tay toa an, nd vuot ra khoi tam
tay ctia to1. Ong tham phan s€ quyet dinh va cau phai chap nhan nhitng gi phan quyét. Khong phai lic nao cling tuyét voi.”

Johnny nhin me, nhung ba dang 6mmat. “Me?”” Ba lhic dAu.



“T6i xin 161, Hunt n6i. “Nhung chuyén nay 1 két qua ctia mot thoi gian dai. Hy vong sau ndy moi chuyén sé tot dep.”
“Chiing t6i can tim bd 61, Johnny n6i.

Cau khong hé nghe thAy tiéng chan budc ctia me cau. Bét thinh finh, ba c6 mit & do, ngay canh giwong. Mt ba long lanh, md 1o, théim théim va budn.
“Khong ai biet tim bo con ¢ dau ca, Johmny.”

“Nhung me n6i bd da viét thur vé. Me bao bd ¢ Chicago, hay California ma?”

“B chura bao gior viét thur.”

“Nhung... ”

“Me n6i dbi.”” Ba xoay mjt ban tay, va no tring béch. “B con chira bao gioy viét thur vé nha.”
Cap mit Johnny md di. “Con muén vé nha,” ciu ndi, nhung Hunt khong nhuong bo.

*“Sé khong c6 chuyén d6 dau.”

Ba Katherine budc téi canh cau. Ba ngﬁng Ién, va Hunt théy sur bao boc, mot sy hinh dién mong manh. “Me xin con,” ba ndi, va nim léy tay cdu con
trai.

“Con mudn vé nha,” Johnny nhéc lai.

Trong khoanh khéic d6, Hunt lich su nhin di c}ﬁ khéc; nhung ddy 1 cong viée. Ong ngudng md nhiéu diéu & cau trai tré, nhung céi thé gioi thn tién ma
céu dang ngup 1an, bay gio' 1 lic can phai cham dirt, trede khi ai d6 bi thiét hai hay chinh cdu bi thiét mang,

Hunt di ngang qua phong va cam cai tii dyng 16ng chim, khiic dudi ran chudng, va chiéc dau Jau rin hd mang ctia Johnny. Ong 16i ra soi day deo c6 va
x0ay vong nd ngay timmit ctia cau. “Cau muén ndi gi voi t6i vé nhimng thir nay?”

“Cai do la gi vay?” Ba Katherine hoi.
“Johnny deo nhitng thir d6 khi cu bé nhdp vién. Cau bé thoa ddy ngwdi bd hong va nude dau, cdi trén, trong i chira ddy nhitng thir m ho noi voi toi
nhur dudi cua ran chudng, hodc cai gi di ching nita. S¢ Xa hoi s& hoi ba vé cai nay, vé tat ca nhimg thir do. Ho s& soi moi, rat k¥, va t6i nghi ¢o thé
Johnny nén bat dau néi cho t6i biét.”

Johnny nhin cham cham vao md 1ong chim, thiy Jar da chém it gon mot c4i 1ong ra im d6i. Cau cam nhan khong ¢ gi thay d6i. Ong com van 1 ndi
de doa, me ciu van yéu dudi. Khong ai hiéu ca.

“N6 khong binh thuong,” Hunt nhin manh.

“T6i khong mudn ndi vé chuyén do.”

“N6i cho tbi biét vé Burton Jarvis.”

“Khéng,”

“Lam sao cdu tim duoc gi ta? Cau da dén d6 bao nhiéu fan roi?”

Johnny nhin ra ngoai cira s0.

Hunt budng soi ddy xudng, gom hrom nhiing trang gidy c6 ghi chii ctia Johnny.

“Nhitng t& ghi chti néy ¢ chinh xac khong? Céi nay chimg t6 ciu da c6 hon chyc Jin viéng tham Va nhiing noi khéc ciing vay. Khong chi tai t gia gi
Jarvis.”

Johnny liéc qua nhirng t& ghi chi. “Nhimg cai d6 chi la gia dinh.”
“Sao?”

“Nhu mot tro choi.”

“Johnny... ” Sy thit vong hién Ién rat 0.

Johnny khong hé chép mit. “Pém hom qua 1 lin dau tién.”

“T6i hiéu tai sao cau can phéi noi doi, con trai, nhung toi can biét cau thiy nhitg gi. Cau c6 nam céi tén & ddy, nhitng ké ma ching ti biét, nhitng ké c6
tién an ma chiing 61 dang theo doi. Roi dén ké thir sau. Cai g thudng hay dén choi nha ctia Burton Jarvis.” Hunt nghién ctru trang gidy. “Cé nguyén



trang ghi chii vé gi dan ong nay. Cau c6 ghi dién mao tong quat: chiéu cao, can ning, mau téc. Cau cé ghi hing xe 6 t6 clia g va ba bién s khac nhau,
tat ca nhirng s0 nay da duoc bao mat cap dau d6 trong nim wira qua. Toi muon bict gi nay la ai. Toi nghi cdu 6 thé giip to1.”

‘Khéngﬂ’
“Ut Vang 14 ai? N6 ¢6 nghiia gi?”
“Ong lam viéc nhur nhimg nguoi & SO Xa hoi”

“‘Me klep ” Long kién nhan ctia Hunt boc hoi, va ba Katherine budc vao giita con trai ba va ong com. Ba dodi nhitng ngdn tay manh khanh, va 1i n6i
ctia ba biéu 16 syr tin twong mot cach hiém co.

“Dii 161, ba noi.
“Mot nira nhitng ghi chi khong doc duge. C6 nhig thong tin quan trong ma Johnny chira hoan toan hiéu. Cau ta can ndi chuyén voi t61.”

Ba Katherine nhin chir Vié} cuia con trai. Ba quan sat nhitng to giéy, 11 doc n6 cn than hon. Phai mit mot thoi gian, nhung Hunt chd doi. Khi doc xong,
trong ba cd vé so hai. “Néuno tra 1oi nhitng cau hoi cia 6ng, chuyén do s€ giup ching t6i thoat khoi S& Xa hoi? Hay gy bat loi cho ching t6i?”

“Ba phdi tin twdng vao toi.”

“Khdng c6 gi quan trong hon viéc giit con trai tdi,” ba ndi.
“Khong bang nmang Alyssa tré vé sa0?”

“C6 phai 6ng mudn néi chuyén dé c6 thé xay ra?”

“Con trai ba, toi tin rang, da kham phé ra mjt ké 4u dam chura timg dugc biét hién dang hoat dong trong vimg, Mt ké gian ngoan. Mot ké can trong,
C6 thé c6 mHt moi ndi ndo do.”

“Chuyén do c6 thuc khong?”

Sur nghi ngd ctia Hunt biéu 1 trong 101 néi. “T6i khong 15.”

“Vay t6i phai nghi dén dtra con toi van con.”

“T6i lo Eing vé& cau con trai ctia ba.”

Ba nhin chim chim vao ong, giong ba sic bén va dé v nhur tiéng vor ctia thiy tinh. “Ong mudn ching t6i tin trdng noi 6ng?”
“Tin twdng canh sat?”

Ba Katherine budc ti trude, dy xap gidy vao Hunt. “Ong mudn néi vé cai gi 4u dam chura 1 danh tanh nay. Ké gian ngoan. Ké can trong, Ké dong
16a voi gd dan 6ng ma chitt xiu nita d4 tham sat con trai toi...”

Hunt nghiéng dau, va ba ding mdt ngdn tay chi vao vét mure ma chi cd nguoi me mGi c6 thé doc. Mt ciia ba nhot nhat, t4i mét nhur cai mit na bang str
che day su giéin di¥ va so' hai. “Chir do,” ba n6i, “khong phai ‘ly” hodc ‘ndp” hay bét ctr cai gian toan. N6 1a “cony’. No noi cai gi dan ong giao du voi
Burton Jarvis i com.” Ba ddy xAp gidy vao ngue Hunt va bude lai gin con trai hon. “Cudc phong vén niy xong roi.”

Sau khi Hunt di khoi, ba Katherine dimg canh girong con trai. Ba nhin ciu con trai that A nhung khong hé héi vé 1ng chim hofic nhing t& ghi chép
hoac nhitng gi Hunt néi. Sac dién rét ra khoi hai ma, nhin ba binh tim. “Cau nguyén véi me, Johnny.”

Céu nhin me quy xudng, cam thiy mot chit buc tirc khudy dong & noi sau thim. Trong gidly phit, trong ba clmg coi, va thém mdt gidy nira, cau hdnh
dién vé ba. “Cau nguyén a?” Cau hoi.

“Bit dau tir khi nao a?”
Ba lau hai ban tay vio quan jeans. “Me nghif me quén mat cam gidc n6 tot nhur thé nio roi”
Johnny nghe nhitng chit d6 nhur thé tir mdt ngudi xa la n6i véi cau. Ba von dé bo ngang, gio' hai tay dau hang va dé cam thiy dé chiu hon.

“Nguoi khong nghe ching ta,” Johnny noi.



“C6 I8 ching ta cin cho Nguroi thém mdt co hoi nira.”

Johnny nhin ba chim chim sy kinh thuong va thét vong khong thé che gidu duoc nita. Céu ndm chit thanh giuong va cam gidc cdu c6 thé bé cong kim
loai bang nhiing ngdn tay. “Me c6 bict con cau nguyén chuyén gi khong? Con da lam thé hang dém cho dén khi con nhan ra rang Chiia khong doai hoai!
Rang Ngai s€ khong bao gio. Me c6 biet khong?”

Giong ctia c4u hin hoc, va ba lc dau, ca hai mit budn ba va kinh ngac.

“Chi c6 ba diéu,” Johnny noi. “Con'céu nguyén cho ca nha minh dugc doan ty. Con cau nguyen me s€ ngimg udng thude.” Ba ha héc mdm, nhung
Johnny n6i lan at giong ba. Loi 18 dén mau chéng va lanh kng. “Con cau nguyén cho g3 Ken chét di”

“JOI]I]Ily!”

“Hang dém, con cau nguyén nhimg diéu dy. Gia dinh doan tu. Chdm durt thude séi. Ga Ken Holloway chét mot cach chédm rdi va dau don.”

“Lam on, dung ndi nhimg diéu d6.”

“Phan nao? Cho gi Ken chét di? Cham rdi va dau d6n?”

“Pung!”

“Con mudn gi ta chét trong s héi nhu g dang 4p dat Ién ching ta. Con mubn gi biét cai cam giac khong tur lo lidu va s hi né nhu thé ndo, va sau d6
con muon i ta di mdt noi nao khéc ma gi khong the lam phicn ching ta dugc nita.” Ngbn tay cta ba lan trong toc ctia ciu - doi mat buon phien damlé
- va ciu ddy ban tay ciia ba ra chd khac. “Nhung Chiia khong phai | vay, 6 ding khong?” Johnny ngdi cao hon, con gian di tro thanh phn no, sur
phin nd Bm cdu mau chéng rém nurde miét. “Loi cau nguyén khong gitip mang em Alyssa tr vé nha. Hay bd. N6 khong thé su6i 4m can nha hoac ngin
chan g3 Ken hanh ha me. Chuia da quay heng v6i me con minh. Chinh me da néi v6i con diéu ndy. Me nhd khong?”

Ba da n6i nhu vay. Mot dém lanh I€o trén san nha trong can nha khanh kiét, miu tubn ra tir hai ham rang ba va am thanh gi Ken rot rugu ¢ phong bén
canh. “Me nghi cd € me da sai lam.”

“Lamsao me c6 thé ndi vay sau khi ching ta da mat tat ca?”

“Nhitng gi Chta ban cho ching ta khong thé tuyét di, Johnny. Newoi khong thé ban cho ching ta tit ¢ nhitng gi ta mudn. Ngai khong m viée nhu
véy. Chuyén d6 quéa dé dang”

“Khong c6 cai gi dén dé dang ca!l”

“Con khong thiy sa0?”” Ba van xin bang anh mt. “Nhiéu e ching ta ludn thit thoi hon nguoi khac.” Ba véi tay ra cam Iy tay con trai nhung ciu giat
phang di. Thay vao d6, ba nam chat thanh girong bang ca hai tay va anh sang lap lanh trén méi toc ba. “Cau nguyén voi me, Johnny.”

“Cho cai gi?”

“Cho chuyén chiing ta s& chung sng cling nhau. Cho quén di muon phlen.” Nhitng ngon tay cua ba cling tré nén tring béch trén thanh girong, “Céu
nguyén cho sur tha thir.”” Ba nhin cau con trai mjt lic lu, nhung tir chdi chor doi mot cau tra loi. Péu ba ctii xudng, o1 cau nguyén tubn ra trong yén king
Khong hé mdt 1an ba nhin xem Johnny c6 nhém nit khong, va cdu co thire cling ba ciu nguyén; va chuyén ki nhur vay.

Khuon miit ctia Johnny khong co dAu hiéu cta sy tha thir.

Khong ¢6 gi nhur 1a bo qua.

Ban dang doc truyén Khiic Cdu Hon duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 26: Chwong 25

Péu Hunt king bing khi budc ra khéi cin phong; suy nghii 10n xon va nghi ngd vé chuyén ba Katherine ca quyét nhimng gi doc trong & ghi chép ctia
Johnny; gin dit va buc doc vi cau bé khong chiu ndi chuyén véi dng; nhe ca ngudi khi cau con song, va Tiffany cling thoat hiém. Hunt dya hai vai vao
birc trong lanh va lam ngo nhitng ngudi di qua di lai, lim ngo nhimg 4nh mét ctia ho. Ong mét moi va lo Eing, nhung hy vong céi chét cta Burton Jarvis
14 khoi dau cho sw chdm dut, va cai chét bi thim ctia gi gia ciing s& 1 bude dau tién gitip ong JAn mo ra sy mét tich ctia Alyssa. Ong cb ging tr thuyét
phuc minh B gi dn mat bénh hoan hanh dong don thurong doc mé; nhung c6 mot diéu lo Bing nhdp nhia cir 1an quét trong dau ng,

Mot ga com?


http://ebookfull.net

Chuyén nay c6 thé khong?

Hunt c6 ging mot n nita dé gidi mé nhimg nét chir li nhi trong ghi chép cta Johnny. Mot sb trong d6 viét bang bit chi, lo¢ nhoe. Nhidu phan binhoé
nuée, nhirng chd khac lem lude boi bd hong va nhra thong va nhidu chd rach trén gidy. Hunt c6 thé biét con nhiéu didu bi mat trong d6. Ong chi mubn
dap sap canh cira va vét timg cAu tra 11 ra khoi cau nhoc.

Me kiép!

Céu bé biét nhiéu chuyén. Hunt chéc chén diéu ndy. Ong hinh dung mdt 1in nita, nhu nhidu lin da lim thé, doi mit den va sy canh giéc, su thim thiy

trong chiéu sau tinh king va cach suy nghi can than. Johnny da bj lim hong ngudi theo nhiéu cach khac nhau, nhung r rang ciu bé da nhin ra diéu gi
do...

Long trung thanh. Su dir doi. Su xic quyét.

Nhimg dc tinh & 4y khién cho cau trai gip nhiéu trd ngai. Nhung ching khién Hunt cam thay hanh dién va ra sirc bao boc. L& ra Johnny nén biét nhing
diéu Ay hiém hoi nhur thé ndo, quy gia dén mirc no trong thé gidi nay. Hunt mudn vong tay 6m chét cau, lim cho cau hiéu, va, cling e Ay, ong muén cau
phai dirng bude.

Hunt dira béi du xe, anh néng chan hoa, khongkhlrat d01tr0ng lanh. Co xanh va nangdep khong c6 y nghia gi cho mt ngay nhur thé nay. Ong nhin Ién
ting sau. Phong bénh ctia Johnny ndm & cubi day, Tiffany nim & goc dbi dién. Toa cao dc toa sic tréng, va nhimg 6 cira kinh hét méu xanh tuyét héo.

Ong di vé noi huéng xe cua 6ng du va duoc nira doan duong, 6ng thay mot ngudi dan 6ng mic veston. Cao nhu cdy sdy, hai ba vaito gi, y di chuyén
tir mot goc khudt cua tda cao oc, 4n minh gitta hai chiéc 6 6, va tién dén phia bén phai ong, Ty nhién Hunt dé y dén ngudi dan ong do. Nu cudi nhi
nhin, mdt tay y cm t8p gidy gap. Nhan vién quan tri bénh vién, 6ng doan. Hodc ngurdi nha bénh nhan.

“Tham tr Hunt?”

Khoang ba muroi, toc bii, da hoi san sti. Him ring tring déu.

“Phai.”

Nu cudi ngudi dan ong rang 1o va mdt ngon tay gio 1én. Y nhin nhur mubn thé hién mdt bo it quen thude. “Tham tir Clyde Lafayette Hunt?”

“Dling 61.”

Y trao cho Hunt xip gidy to va nu curdi bién mat khi Hunt cam xap gidy.

“Ong d4 nhan trét tod.”

Hunt nhin y b di, sau d6 doc déng gidy. Ong bi kién, boi g Ken Holloway.

Me kiép!

Vién sT quan cai hudn phuy trach hd so ctia Levi Freemantle m viée trong mot ddy e nhiic nhitng vin phong mit hit & Ju ba toa 4n quén hat. Hanh lang
san nha dan keo bong troc va trong tAm muroi ndm troi, nhyra nicotine 4m vao birc twdng trat vita. Nhitng canh cira vin phong Bm tir gd s6i dam miu
phan chi¢u mau xanh tuyét hao. P thir am thanh thoat ra dang sau canh ctra: tranh cai, gii thich, khoc than. Nhitng 101 1€ 6ng da tirng nghe trude day.
Hang tram lan. Hang triéu lan. Sy doi tra am ap dén nhur nude 1, lam siquan cai huan 13 mot cai ngh€ phai phan doan tat ca nhitng manh khoé, gian
ngoan nhat ctia con ngurdi ma Hunt tirng chirg kién.

Ong tim van phong si quan cai i hun phy trdch hd so Freemantle & phong thir chin. Bing tén gan trén ctra phong ghi Calvin Tremont, va ctra rong mo.
Nhitng chong hd so chit trén ghé va dudi san nha. Mot cdi quat dat trén ti hd so bang sit ddy nhitng vét xudc th01 hoi ndng. Nguoi dan ong ngdi sau
ban am viée quen biét Hunt. Ngudi tim thude, bung to, gin siu muroi, toc hoa rim va cam gide nhur ¢6 nhiing nép gip trén ln da sdm méu ciia 6ng,

Hunt gb ctra.

Khi 6ng Tremont nhin én, 6ng ta cau miy, nhung khong lu. Ca 6ng va Hunt c6 mdi than tinh mét thiét. “Chao Tham tir,” ong n6i. “Chuyén gi mang ong
dén day?”

“MOot gi ngudi ciia 6ng.”

“Moi 6ng ngdi, nhung...” Ong ta xo& ngdn tay am chi nhirng chdng hd so day trén hai chiéc ghé.

“Toi khong lam mét thdi gian ciia ong dau.” Hunt bude vao phong, “Téi c6 dé lai 1oi nhin hom qua. Py ciing  cing mot viée.”
“Ngay dau tién tr6 lai sau khi nghi ngoi.” Ong ta ra hiéu lan nira. “T6i ciing chua doc hét cac e-mail”

“Bi chot vui chir?”



“Ca nha ¢ bai bien.” Ong ta n6i cdi kiéu n6 ¢6 thé ngu ¥ bét cii thir gi. Hunt gat dau va khong hoi thém. Vién si quan cai huan ciing nhur com; ho hiém khi
tict 1o chuyén doi tur.

“T6i ¢an ndi vé vu Levi Freemantle.”

Khudn mt 6ng Tremont né ny cudi rang r& m trude nay Hunt chura timg bét gip. “Levi? Thing ban than toi sao roi?”
“Ban thdn dng a?”

“Hin | dtra tré ngoan.”

“Hén bdn ba tudi 16i.”

“Tin tdi di, han chi A dtra tré con.”

“Ching t6i nghii ban than 6ng giét hai nguoi. C6 thé ba.”

Péu 6ng Tremont di chuyén tuéng nhur ¢d 6ng ta dugce bdi tron dau md. “Toi nghi ngd dng nhim lan.”

“Ong n6i cir nhur chic chén Bm..”

“Levi Freemantle nhin thi giéng nhwr mot gi dan ong smg sO nhat ngoai giang hd, nhur hin ¢6 thé giét 6 6ng chi vi mot dong namxu, ma thye sy cling
khong t¢ Fim khi 6ng khong ¢6 xu nio dinh tiii. Nhung dé t6i n6i thang véi ong, tham tir, hin s& khong giét ai. Khong thé nao. Ong nham ngudi rdi d6.”

“Ong c6 dia chi ctia gi khong?”” Hunt hoi.

Ong Tremont git du va lyc loi tir trong tri nhé. “Hén cur ngu & d6 khoang ba nam.”

“Ching t6i phét hién thiy hai tir thi & dia chi do,” Hunt 161 “Mot phu nir da tréng, chdm giira ba muroi. Nguoi dan 6ng da den, khoang bén muroi im
tudi. Chung t61 phat hién ra ho ngiy hom qua. Ho da bi giét khoang mdt tudn 1. Hunt d& mot khoang thoi gian Fing dong, “Ong c¢6 biét Clinton Rhodes
khong?”

“Ga | ngudi bj giét ha?”

Hunt gt dau.

“Toi khong phy tréch ho so'd6,” dng Tremont noi. “Nhung g ta timg ra vao chon ndy mot thoi gian kha dai. Thir dir. Hung héin. By gitr i ¢6 thé xem
oA ta 1a ké giet nguoi. Khong phai Levi.”

“Ching ta déu tin nhur vay.”

Ong Tremont dich chuyén trén chiéc ghé. “Levi Freemantle dang tho 4n i ba thang cho mot lin vi pham 4n treo. Hin s& khong ra khoi nha tii chin tuin
nira.”

“Hén da trén cach ddy tam ngay.”
“To1 khong tin nhur vay.”

“Hién trdn biét va khong ai biét hanh tung ctia hén, ngoai trir mdt gi nghién ngdp i chinh tén minh ciing khong 15, va mot c4u trai tre gan hién trudng
mdt vu an mang, Chuyén d6 xdy ra cach day hai ngaty. Cho nén 6ng thiy d6, t6i c6 ba thi thé, mbi ngudi lién quan it nhiéu dén con trai ong.”

Ong Tremont liy ho so F reementle va gio ra. “Levi chua timg bi két 4n lién quan dén bao hanh. Hin chura hé bi t Ky mdt an. Xam nhp gia cu, in cap
ctra hiéu.” Ong ta d6ng sép hd so. “Ong xem,” 6ng n6i. “Levi khong phai con dao céikéo bén nhat trong thing d6 nghé. Phin I6n nhimg vy an d6, néu
ai d6 n6i, Levi, di vao trong d6 va ly cho tao mdt chai rurou, hén chi don gian budc vao tiémva iy, Han hoan toan khong biét gi vé hau quéa.”

“Thi nhitng ké giét nguoi ciing twong tyr.”

“Khong phéi nhur vdy. Levi...” Ong ta ic dau. “Hn chi  dtra con nit.”

“T6i c6 mdt xéc chét phu nit da tring. Mdi chom dén gitta ba muroi. Ong c6 y kién gi vé chuyén nay khong?”

“Han c6 qua lai v6i Ronda Jefffies. C0 ta da tring, thich tiéc tng. Puoc biét doi khi hanh nghé tay tréi mai dim. Chi |a vui choi, 6 ta thich dan ong to
16n, thﬁ" dir. Pic ‘piét ~cé ta chudng dan 6ng da den to lon. Qé ta qua lai v6i Levi vi tuong mao han, mot ké gial}g ho anh chi trén duong pho. C6 ta sir
dung han bdi vi hian dé sai bao va lamnhig gi ¢4 ta sai khién. Han lam duoc vai dong 1a dua ca cho ¢6 ta. Han lo toan moi viée trong nha. Lamcho ¢6
ta nhin c6 ve hop phap. Khi ¢6 4 muon choi hoang, hay mot nhan tinh m6i, ¢6 a thuong tim mdt ¢6 gi do dé Levi bi bat nhot trong mdt thoi gian ngan. NO
cting nhur t6i ni, han san sang lAm bat cir diéu gi 4 ta sai khién. Lan dau tién han bi bat lién quan dén trdm cap siéu thi. C6 a ly cap mot lo nude hoa
khoi ké hang va bao han cam lay nd; sau do co ta dan gi di qua nhan vién an ninh va ra cong trude.”



“Ho ¢6 hon thi véi nhau khdng?”?

“Khong, nhung Levi nghi 13 ho ¢6.”

“Taisao?”

Ong ta cudi. “Boi vi ho ngii chung girong, va béi vi...” chi nghia bat Am.
“O, chét rdi.”

“Chuyén gi?”’

“Ai chamlo dra con cua ho?”

Hunt cam thy lanh ngudi. “Con ctia ho?”

“Dra bé gai. Hai tudi.”

Hunt véi tay chdp dién thoai cia 6ng,

“N6 ¢6 ny cudi ¢6 thé am tan chay tréi tim ong”
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Bénh vién bujc ba Katherine phai roi phong Johnny vao ban dém Mot dang, that kho so voi ba, déng khéc, day lai | diéu may. Ken Holloway goi dién
den phong bénh bdn lan, khong chiu gac méy cho dén khi ba dong v gap mit. Ong ta khang khang cAn gap va ba cimg coi, tir chdi moi an, giai thich
rang bay gio, ba ta phai dét wu tién cta con Ién trude tien. Cudi cling, ba budc phai ctip may dién thoai. Sau d6, ba giat minh s i mbi khi cira md hodc
tiéng 6n vang én qua 16n trong hanh lang,

Va i sy thiéu viing tran vao tim hon ba. Ba ¢b ging cimg coi, nhung cam gidc d6 cir lan vio timg t& bao trong co thé.

Nhu cau.

Ba tAn ngin bén canh giwdng bénh gidy phit. Con trai ba dang ngi, khu6n mit n6, nhur thong 1€, ciing tang nhur ¢6 em gai. Cling cai miéng day. Ciing
nhing duong nét ddy. Ba hon mdi toc cau, sau d6 gip taxi & cong vao phia sau bénh vién.

Trén chuyén xe vé nha, ba phai gdng minh chéng tra. Xe di qua cac ctra hiéu quang cdo bia ruou, hai quiy ruou khac nhau. Ba nghién chit ham ring va
bau chit mong tay vao long ban tay. Khi dén duong dudi pho md dan, ba cho phép minh duoc hit the. Con dudng toi mu, tiéng t i lién tyc cua banh xe
cao su ludt trén mat duong, Khdng sao. Ba nhac lai. Toi khong sao.

Chiéc taxi d6 dég xudng ngon ddi cudi cling, b trong thdy can nha ¢4 nira ddm duong tir phia xa. Anh dén hét ra tir moi cira s, im cho sén virdn c6
hinh dang loang 16 nhu loai ong tho den va vang,

Liic ra khoi nha, ba da tat hét dén dém

Tréo ra khoi xe, ba di dén canh cira, sau d6 ngan ngai. Tay ba tim thiy dién thoai trong tti x4ch. Ba vao dén hién nha, thay d6i y dinh va Iti bude. Moi
thir van nguyén trang: sdn nha, canh rimg, dudng cai. Khi d6 ba thay mot chice 6 t0. N6 déu ¢ cudi con dudng cach ba khoang bay muroi met, dau sat
vao mep duong. Trdi qua 61 dé ¢ the biet duoe miu son chice 0 6. Pen, ¢6 the. Mot chice xe bon cira 1on ma ba khong nhin ra. Ba nhin chdm cham,
budc mit bude dén gan va nhan ra tiéng dong co dang no.

Ba di thém hai budc thi dén xe bét sang, Cat soi ving ra phia sau, chiéc xe queo git, gio rli va phong lén trén duong, anh dén sau xe nho dan, rdi bién
mat noi con duong cai hup xuong.

Ba Katherine c¢6 géng thé' cham lai. Chi B mot chiéc 6 t6. Mot ngudi hang x6m. Ba quay got trd vao nha va thy cira trude hé mo, bong anh séang vang
lan rong ra khi ba day cira.

Bén trong nha, tiéng nhac dang mo.

“Ban hily c6 mdt miia Giang sinh bé nho hanh phic...”
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Bay gio i cudi thang Nam.

Ba tit méy nhac va di xudng cubi hanh lang. Cin nha tréng véing, ki nhac Eim b én lanh. N6 1a bai nhac dé & ché do phét di phat lai. Ba kiém tra phong
ngu trude tién, khong tim thay gi khac la. Phong tam ciing binh thirong, Ba thay chai thudc trong nha bép.

Chai thudc méu cam néim ngay chinh gita c4i ban dén formica ¢6 nhiéu ch bong troc. N6 sang choang va bong loang, nhéin hiéu trén chai tréing tinh. B
Katherine nhin vao nd, cam thay rdi minh day 1én. Nhitng vién thuoc khua lach cach khi ba cam céi chai lén doc nhan hiéu. Trén d6 ghi tén ba va ngay
hoémnay.

Bay nmuroi lam vién.

Oxycontin.

Trong con phan no, ba giat phing canh ctra va quéng manh céi chai ra ngoai san. Chiéc khoa cira xoay trong ngon tay khi ba gai chdt. Ba kiém tra moi

ctra 80, moi ctra ra vao, sau do ngdi & ghe sofa bén canh ctra s6 trude nha. Ba giit thing heng, va cam nhén cai chai thubc & ngoai san, mdt mon qua
trong bong t6i. Ba nghién ring va nguyén ria g3 Ken Holloway.

S& ching dé dang nhur vay.

Trua hom sau, Johnny roi bénh vién. Ho diu cau dén duong va cau dung do can than. “Chau khong sao chir?” Co y ta hoi.
“Chau nghi vay.”

“Hay thong tha vai phut.”

Céch d6 mudi mdt mét, mdy anh chép nhay lién hoi. Cac phong vién ho hét dét cau hoi, nhung canh sat gilt ho 6 mot khoang xa. Johnny dya vao than
xe, mit tay dat trén ndc xe tai cua dng Steve. Cau thay nhitng chi€c xe tai mbi cuia cac hing thong tan tir Charlotte, nhitng chiéc xe cua Raleigh.

“Chdu sin sang roi,” cau n6i, va cd y ta giip ciu ngdi vao trong xe.

“Dlmg lm viée gi qua strc nhé,” ¢6 noi. “Hai vét chém an kha siu vao thit chau ddy.” C6 nd mu cudi rdi dong cira xe lai. Ng01 dang sau vo-lang tay lai,
Steve xem xét cac mdy ghi hinh. Ng01 bén canh 6ng, me Johnny ding mot tay che mt. Hunt bude dén cira xe khi Johnny ngdi cn thin & ghé ding sau.
Khi 6ng Ién tiéng, da co sy dan xép giita ong va S& Xa hoi. “Chuyén nay chi c6 thé tiép tuc nbu tit ca quy vi chip hanh theo quy dinh.” Ong di chuyén
anh it tr mt ngudi ndy qua nguoi kia, dimg trude Steve. “Toi mudn biét 6ng ¢ kha niang dam trach chuyén nay khong.”

Steve liéc nhanh Johnny qua girong chiéu hau. “Toi nghil B duge. Cir cho rang cau nhdc s& vang 10i toi.”

Tham tir Hunt nhin Johnny. “Day k& mot moén qua, Johnny. Vi tit ca nhitng gi d4 xay ra.”

“Con t6i phai xa nha bao 1au?”” Ba Katherine hoi.

“Tuy vao S& Xa hoi.”

“Dling 14 tao lao,” Johnny Jim bam.

“Caundi gi d6?”

Johnny d4 tAm tham trai san xe. “Khong c6 gi.”

Hunt git d4u. “Tdi ciing nghil nhur vy.” Ong ki burde, ndi véi Steve. “Theo sau dén dudi xe ciia toi. i vé t6i nha.”

Chang duong di hét mudi hai pht, va khong ai n6i mot 10i ndo. V& dén nha, Hunt d4u xe & béi co. Johnny va me cau leo xudng khoi xe. Ba chim chim

nhin ngon dén dudng & tit dang xa, 50 ¢0 hong minh mjt lan, va di vao  trong nha. Johnny di theo ba vao phong cu. Quan 4o cua ciu dét trén grong,
gAp can than. Giong ba day vé an nan. “Me xép hét ching ra girdng tdi hom qua. Me khong biét nhitng mén nao con mubn mang theo.”

“Con s& gdi ching vao tii.”

“Con chic khong?” Ba chi vao bd ngue bang cimg bong bang,

“Con lam duroc.”

“Johnny...”

CAu nhin me, thy ba cang thang qué mitc. Trudc kia, ba ludn cimg coi, va o, sau chuyén con gi bi bét coc, moi chuyén da hoan toan tréi ngwoc.
Khudn miit bay gio ctia ba rat khac biét, nhur thé hai bén mit ctia ba dang trong mot cude tranh chap kinh hoang. *“1.& ra me khong nén néi doi con,” ba
ndi. “LeE ra me khdng nén ndi doi con vé chuyén bo con viet thu.”

“Con hiéw.”



“Me khong mubn con biét con chi 6 mot minh. Me nghi..”

“Con da noi con hiéu rdi.”

Ba Iudn tay vao toc ciia con trai. “Thit ctmg coi,” ba néi. “Rét doc lap.”

Johnny cting do nguoi vi da ¢6 an ba ndi nhitng tir 46 dé dién ta bé cau. Vo tinh Johnny nghe dirgc mt tran i nhau hiém co, Iy do di dén cai va cau
cting khong dugc r6. Nhung d6 la nhimg 101 I ctia ba: Anh khong can lic ndo ciing phai doc lap thé dau! Ong chi mim cuoi va hon ba, va cude cii va
chp dit. B6 Johnny i nguoi tuyét voi nhur vay. Khi ong n6 ny cudi trén mbi, khong ai c6 thé buc doc g 6 6ng dugc nira. Voi Johmny, dén ngay ca bay
g0, sur tur p va cuong nghi déu a mot va gidng nhau. Khong than van. C6 m cho xong viée. Cau co tat ca nhitng yeu t6 d6. Cai cau thleu 12 mot nu
cuoi thoa hiép nhu bo. Hoac 13 cau thyc sy khdng bao g}o ¢6 16, hoic i cau da danh mit cam giac do, cau khong thé noi gi dugce. Doi song, dbivai
Johnny, tr¢ thanh van dé cta su doc 1ap. Cau nhit by quan jeans, nhét n6 vao tii. “Con phai lam vi€c nay cai da.”

Ba roi phong va cau nghe thy tleng khoa cira phong ba, tiéng 10 xo ném giwong khua lach cach. Cau khong o] cuo1 cung phia bén nao cua me minh
théing tran, s mém yéu hay clmg rén, nhung kinh nghiém cho cdu biét me cau dang déng kich, cau nhim nghlen mit. Bat thinh finh ba xuét hién 6 0 cura,
mot e sau, lam cau vd cling ngac nhién. Ba carp mdt khung anh, anh niu chup ba trong ngay cudi. Lic Ay ba moi hai muoi, cudi rang 13, 4nh néing tran
trén khudn mit tao thanh gam mau tuyét dep. BO Johnny dimg canh bén ba, cling véi nu cudi khong chit wu tw. Johnny nhé tim anh nay. Céu nghiba da
dot n6 cing tat ca nhirng thir khac. “Con cam lay buc anh di,”” ba noi.

“Con s& tré vé& ma.”

“Cam lay di.”

Va Johnny cAm.

Sau d6 ba 6m cau voi s triu mén vo tan; va khi ba trd vé phong ngi ctia minh, cira phong dong kin.

Johnny dimg ¢ phia dang sau ctra ludi, cdi thi vai néng trich mdt bén vai. Bén ngoai, canh cay 0an minh trong con gié manh. Hunt dimg cli dAu, hai tay
thoc sau vao tii quin. Ong nhin chim chiim cin nha v6i cap it sdu hoam. Ong khong trong théy Johnny; 6 6ng nhin vao mot céi ctra so, 10i cai ké tiép,
dAu khong nhiic nhich, nhimg nép nhin hin giiva tran. Ong di chuyén khi trong thiy Johnny d4 nhe canh ctra bang mdt chan. “Cau khéng nén mang vac
cai tii nang nhur vdy.” Ong d& cai tii tir vai ctia Johnny. “Cau s€ 1am bung chi khau cac vét thuong day.”

“Khong sao ma.” Johnny bude xudng san ¢ va Hunt dirmg bude ngay bén canh cau.

“Trudc khi chiing ta di.”

“Sao?”

“Khi ciu gip gi Levi Freemantle...” Hunt ngn ngai. “Céu c6 thiy ai khac di véi gi khong?”

Johnny can nhic cau hoi, tim kiém dau hi¢u nguy hiém. Cau tir chdi tat ca nhing céu hoi cta tham tir Hunt, nhung khong thiy cau ndy c6 thé gy tro ngai
voi S& Xa hoi. Cau thay tia hy vong trén mit 6ng tham tir, va ri tiéu tan khi cau lac dau. “Chi c6 cai ruong,”

D6i miit tham tir Hunt nhur bi tra tin, giong ong ta danh lai. “Khong ¢6 ai sao?”” Hunt khong thé hoi hét toan b cau hoi: Khong ¢ con nit? Khéng co
dtra tré nao c6 thé lAm mem con tim?

Johmny Fic dau.

Hunt ngimg, sau d6 dang hing dé 1am tron cuéng hong “Pay.” Ong chia ra témdanh thiép, va Johnny cam Iy no. “Cluco thé goi t6i bét ctr e nao.
Khong can phai ¢6 Iy do.” Johnny nghiéng tim danh thlep, sau d6 nhét n6 vao tii quan sau. Hunt nhin ciin nha 1an cubi, rdi gwong cudi mot tiéng, Tay
6ng dat én vai Johnny. “Ngoan nhé,” 6ng ndi, va quing céi tiii ctia Johnny vao phia déng sau xe 6 t0.

Johnny nhin xe tham tr Hunt quéit vao dudng, 1di 1& banh. Canh cira xe tai ctia Steve kéu rit khi cu mé nd. Céu leo Ién xe, d6i moi Steve vin veo mién
cudng mot ¢t chi than thién. “Bay gio thi chi ¢d haita.”

“Chuyén nay v& van qua,” Johnny noi.

Nu cudi Steve rét xudng. Ong ta dé may, i xe ra khoi duong dan. Ong liém mbi, nhay it phai. “Chau c thé n6i toi nghe chuyén gi xay ra dugc
khong?”

Y 6ng ta mubn néi vé& chuyén Tiffany Shore.

“Chéu d4u c6 ctru mang dugc ai.” Johnny néi mt cach may moc. Johnny gitr méit khong nhin vao cn nha. Cau so minh s& phan tmg néu nhin vao ci vo
boc ma cdu bo lai me trong do, sy vo nghia duge géi ghém trong 16p son bong troc va go muc nat.

Steve tang toc. “Du Vay, bd chiu s& hinh dién.”



“Co thé.”

Johnny dénh liéu nhin thoéng ngbi nha Jan chot khi ngdi nha cang lic cang nho bé phia dang sau. Noc 1ha vong nguoc dudng nhur théing ra, nhimg chd
hong mo di, va trong gidy phit ngin ngui, cén nha sing choang nhu dong tien murdi xu. “Ching ta s& 6n voi sy xep dét the nay chir?” Johnny hoi. “Toi &
Vi chti? Py khong phai y kién cua t6i, chu biét day.”

“Chi cin chiu dimg dung dén 6 dac ctia t6i.” Chiéc xe leo lén dinh doi, va ong Steve vin veo xuong ham nhur thé n6 bi nhity ra khoi khop. Con duong
d6 doc xuong khu vuc ¢ bong rim. “Chau c6 muon mua keo banh hay truyén tranh gi khong?”

“Keo 47

“Bon tré van thich ma, dtng khong

Johnny khong ndi gi.

“Cam gidc nhur chau méc no chi.”

“A, khong phai thé dau.”

Steve nghiéng du vé phia ngin dung bao tay, bot cang thing hon. “Téi can iy bao thube 14.”

Gidy to nha va nhiéu thir linh tinh dwoc nhét trong hoc dung trén tap-10. Thude 14 goi. Bién nhan. Vé s6 x6. Johnny 16i ra nura goi thube 14 Lucky Strikes
nhau nat dum dé va dua cho 6ng chi. Sau do cau thay cay sing. N6 duoc nhét vao goe bén trong, giau k§ dudi cuon cam nang sir dung xe va tam ban
d6 Myrtle Beach lem laim day ca phé. Bang sing bang g0 néu, ma kén, co sing xanh den ma bac. Nhieu vet nirt lim doi mau bao siing da. Canh bén cdy
sting, mdt hop dan bang giay bac mau ghi chit.32 khoét rong dau.

“Purng dung vao nd,” Steve noi.

Johnny dong hoc dung trén tap-16. Cau nhin hang cdy hai bén dudng lao nhanh vun vit phia sau lung ho, nhitng khoang khong gian t6i den giita n6 nhur
hinh béng mot nguoi dan 6ng khong 16 mau khoi. “Chi s€ day t6i ban sting chir?”

“Khé gi dau.”
“Chu s€ chi cho t61 cha?”

Steve nhin hai bén duong, xéc dinh, sau d6 bing tan thudc 1 ra ngodi cira s0. Johnny giit vé it trm ngim tu ly, v ciu hainh dién dicu ndy, boi vi thye
ra cau khong hin 1a nhu vay. Cau dang suy nghi vé ¢6 em gai song sinh va gi khong 16 voi khuon mét chdy x€ c6 cai tén goc Mustee.

“Pé lam gi?” Steve hoi, va Johnny tron xoe d6i mit ngy tho nhit ctia cau.
“Chi d& phong ho thoi.”
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Steve Ko Iron chiéc xe tai di ngang qua thi xa. Ong di qua n}liéu ctra higu va nhitng dinh thyr ¢6t try, quang truong thi trdn v6i vom mai B nhing cay sbi
uon lron va bire twong dung 1én hon mot trdm nam trude dé vinh danh nhiing nguoi chién si vong trén thoi ndi chién. Johnny thiy mot bui tam giri trén
mot cai cay, va nghi dén nguoi con gai mdt lan cdu dam hon nang, cho dén gio' cau khong tai nao hinh dung lai dugc khudn mit c6 nira.

Mot cude doi khac.

Khi da di qua quang trudng va khudn vién vién dai hoc dia phurong nglp tran anh ndng, Steve 1& xe vao con dudng bon in xe dan dén thurong xa. N6 Ia
khu thwong x4 ctia dng Ken. Ong ta lam chi. “Chu di dau vay?” Johnny hoi.

“T6i phai ghé ngay chd lam. S& khong miét thoi gian dau.”
Johnny trdi xubng cai ghé ngdi. Steve hiéu y. “Ga Holloway s& khong c6 mit & ddy dau,” 6ng ta ndi. “Ching bao gio.”
“T6i dau cd so gi g Ken.”

“T61 c6 theé chd chau dén nha toi truede.”
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“T6i da noi to1 khong sg.”

Cuoi nira miéng, “Sao ciing duoc.”

Johnny gwrong ngudi ngdi day. “Tai sao 6ng ta quan tim qué nhiéu dén me t6i?”

“Ga Holloway do6 ha?”

“Ga d6i xtr voi me t6i nhur d6 bo.”

“Ba 4y Ia ngudi phu nit dep nhét ¢ tiéu bang ndy, hay i chau khong dé y dén diéu nay?”
“Con nhiéu hon thé Ay chir.”

Steve nhin vai. “Ga Holloway khong thich bj mét.”

“Mat gi?”

“Bit cir thir gi.” Su bbi rdi ciia Johnny thé hién 15, va Steve thiy diéu d6. Ong ta chau may va rit mdt hoi thude. “Chau khong biét, co ding vay khong?”
Ong ta lac dau. “Chua oi, thanh ca ctia muon loai.”

‘GGi Vay‘?”
“Ngay trude me chau hay hen ho cap ke voi gi Ken Holloway.”
“Toi khong tin.”

“A, chdu nén tin.” Steve tin ngan, kéo dai thém thoi gian. “Lic d6 ba ta mudi tamtu01, ¢6 thé mudi chin. Chi i mot ¢o gai, thét vay.’ Ong ta Fic dau,
mim chét hai mbi. “Me chau bdc Iira hon ca cy stng ba do-la. L& ra ba dy c6 thé dén Hollywood, ¢6 thé. New York, chic chén. Ba iy khong hé di, di

nhién, nhung c6 thé.”

“T6i van khong tin.”

“Ga ta I6n tudi hon, nhung 6 thoi diém dy €4 da ]a ngudi dan Ong gidu nhat ving. Khong giau nhur bay gio, chau khong mang chir, nhung du giau c6. Mot
¢ gai tré dep kho ma cyr tuyét sy chuy day ap lwc mot khi gi da quyet dinh tan cong, va me chau khong khac gi so v6i phdn Ion cac ¢ gai. Hoa. Qua.
Nhirng bira an t6i thinh soan. Bt cir c4i gi gii ta ¢6 thé nghiira dugc dé lamba Ay cam thiy minh quan trong,”

“Me 61 khdng phai hang ngurdi nhu vay.” Johnny gidn dir.

“Bay gio thi khong, Nhung ngui tré thich ¢6 cai cam gidc huénh hoang hon noi chdn ho xuat than. N6 kéo dai khoang vai théang, t6i doan viy. Nhung
sau dé bo chau trd vé thi tran.”

“Trdr vé tir dau?”

“Quén doi. Bén nam. Ong 4y 16n hon me chau sau tudi. Bay tudi thi phai? Thi, ba ta chi la mot ¢ con gdi bé nho khi ong dy nhdp ngil, nhung moi chuyén
da thay doi.” Steve cuoi va huyt sao nhe nhang “Cau bé, moi chuyén thay ddi lim sao!” Johnny doi it nhin ra cira s6, Steve tiép tuc. “Bb chau roi
xudng chin ba Ay nhu khéi sit niing ngan can.”

“Me t6i ciing vy chir? Y t6i a me t6i ciing thé voi bd 612

“Me chiu nhu mot con buém, Johnny a. Xinh dep, nhe nhang va mong manh. B4 chéu yéu ci vé do ciia ba va tran trong n6. Ong dy nhe nhang va kién
nhan, chau ciing can phai c6 dire tinh ndy d€ con budm dau xuong ban tay chau.”

“Con gi Holloway?”’

Steve dui it diéu thudc 14, nhd nurée bot ra cira s. “Ga Holloway chi muén nhdt ba ta vao cailo.”

“Va ba 4y kham pha ra dung y ctia gi?”

“Chéu phai nhin khu6n mt ctia gi khi me chéu tuyén bd s& bo g dé theo bd chau.”

“Thinh n?”

“Thinh nd. Ghen tirc. Ga theo dudi ba rét di, c0 ging thay doi ¥ dinh trong dau ba, nhung ba théng sau b me chéu im dém cudi. Chau ra doi mt ndm

sau do. N6 1 ct da hoi ma throng 4c liét nhit ma t6i timg chimg kién, va t6i ciing khong biét g Holloway c6 bao gior ngudi duoc vét thirong long
khong,”



“Nhung bé 61 im viéc cho gii Holloway. Tét ca nhitng cin nha bd i xay, ic ndo ciing thiy mit g Holloway & do.”

“Bb chéu chi thiy cai tdt trong bung da con nguoi. N6 1 dtre tinh tao nén con ngudi don hau ciia 6ng. Nhung gii Holloway chi chéd ¢6 co hoi 1a ra tay
chon song 6ng.”

“B4 6 khong biét sao?”’

“Chii ¢6 néi nhiéu véi ong Ay, nhung bd chéu uon nghil 6ng 4y c6 thé cam trich gii ta. Ong ta hanh dién nhur vay.”
“Ty tin,” Johnny ndi.

“Kiéungao.”

Chiéc xe bon bon trén miit dudng den thui. Soi ddy curoa bt thinh finh rit 1en. “Chu im viée cho gi Holloway.”
“Pau phai tAt ca ching ta déu 6 su chon lua, J ohnny. D¢ 12 mot bai hoc vé doi séng cho chau. Khong t6n tién.”

Steve dimg chiéc xe tai trudc - bang dén giao thong. Tir phia dang xa, thuong x4 cuia gi Holloway vuron Ién stmg stng nhur chiéc phao ham. Johnny nhin
mit Steve, va cau ni, mot diéu lién quan dén me cau. “C6 phéi chi mudn hen ho véi me t6i2”

Doi mit Steve dirt khoat nhu mét ran. “Quy thin, con trai oi.” Bén giao thong bat xanh. “Ai ciing mudn nhur vay.”

Bii d4u xe kin bung nhéc Johnny hom nay 1a thir Bay. Steve d4u xe gan chd ra vao ciia nhan vién ¢ phia dang sau. Khi ong ta mo cira xe, kinh chiéu hau
phia bén 6ng ta hat anh nang mit troi vao mat Johnny. “Pi théi!” 6ng ta noi.

“T6i ¢6 thé chd trong xe duge khong?”

“Phia ding sau nay quéa nguy hiém Vo gia cur. Nghién ngip. Chiia pﬁipiét con thir gi nita.” Johnny nhin khi Steve s& nhitng thr gin trén thit lung: Hoi
cay, dién dam, cong, ‘Nhanh én. T6i s€ chi cho chau nhitng thir hap dan.”

Bén trong, thé vao cira cho phép di vao mdt canh cira hep, ciu thang kim loai, va hanh lang lAu ba dan dén vin phong ghi chir AN NINH. Steve quet
thé va dua vai vao canh ctra van phong, “Con nit khong bao gio' ¢ co hdi xem nhiing thir ndy.”

Vén phong an ninh [ can phong to 16n va phire tap, voi hang loat dau truyén hinh lp kin cac bic trong, Hai ngudi nhdn vién an ninh ngdi & ghé den c¢6
banh xe xoay, tay dat trén ban phim va can diéu khién, thay d6i hinh anh trén man hinh, phong to, thu nho, quan sat. Ca hai déu quay lai khi Johnny bude
vao, doan to vé ngac nhién, 10i sau lai quay d4u lai nhin ky mot Jan nita.

MOt ngudi trac hai muroi nﬁy, to béo, voi mai toc hui cua ngén va khu6n mit cao tro nhin nhui. Ny cudi ctia y vira than phuc vira bét can. “Day la anh
nhoc dé ha?”

Steve diit mot tay Ién hrng Johnny, ddy cdu vao sau hon trong viin phong. “Chau t6i. Dai loai viy.”

Ngudi nhan vién an ninh to béo dura ban tay chéc nich, va Johnny quan sat ban tay tht k§ trude khi bét no.

“Lam t6t lim, nhoc. Udc gi toi ciing co mit & do.”

Johnny nhin 6ng chi, 6ng ta thét ra hai chit. “Tiffany Shore.”

Nguoi nhan vién an ninh dura ban tay nhur thé bép co sing. “Pang.”

“T6i khong mudn ndi vé chuyén do,” Johnny néi.

Nhung nguoi d6 st sing. “Cau xem céi nay chua?”” Y 16i ra td béo tir quiy. “Trang nhit. Doc cho biét.”

Birc anh chyp Johnny, chup qua cira kinh khi cau ngdi cam i chiée 6 t6 ctia me cau. Hai tay om chat vo-ling. Miéng ha héc, khubn mit kinh ngac va
trong rdng. Mau thdm ra moi thir, nhing noi mu kho da sdm mau, con twoi noi nd thAmudt vét thuong trude ngye. Nhing 1ong chim va dudi ran
chubng anh séc den trén da, c4i dau Au miu md ga nhu hon dé nhing vao trong mét ong. Tiffany nam dai nguoi trén bang ¢hé ngay phia ding sau, dnh
ndng gay git chiéu trén khuon mét hm VO tan cap mét ctia c6. Nhitng ngudi dan ng dong bd sach s& voi nhitng canh tay dai voi xuyén qua cira s kéo
¢ ra ngodi, nhumng c6 dang chdng cr, mdm cén chit, nhitng ngdn tay tuyét vong bam chiit vao canh tay ctia Johmny.

Dong chit ghi dudi tim anh: “Tré miét tich duoc tim thiy, ké au dam bi giét.”

Giong Johnny nghen ngao thi thao. “Ho Iy tim anh nay tir dau vay?”

“Ga bio v¢ & bénh vién chup n6 bang di dong ctia ng ta. Ho ciing ding birc dnh nay trén h¢ thong CNN.” Ga nhén vién an ninh béo ic dau. “C6 the
phai chi cho gi ta mot so tién lon.”

Steve budc ti trude Johnny va day to nhat bao di chd khac. “Cau ta khong can thiét nhin thir d6.”



Anh nhén vién an ninh xoay ngudi khi y quan sat khuon mit ctia Johnny, thdy bong t6i x4m chiém nhiéu hon 6 nhirng chd 15m. “Toi khong hé co ¥ gi.”
“Ong chi1 ¢6 trong phong khong?”” Steve ngit 1oi.

Anh nhan vién an ninh g mdt ngdn céi vao cénh cira viin phong nhung miit vén dén vao Johnny. Johnny ddi theo cai nhin chéim chém clia Steve va trong
thdy m0t canh ctra s6 v6i rém tréng phu dy bui bam. Mot con myit nhin ra bén ngoai va cai rem dong ngay. “Chét roi,” Steve lam nham. “Khong bict co
phai gi dang di kiem minh?”

“C6 phai thé khong?”

Steve nhiin vai, nhung tréng bon chon. “C6 gi hap dan khong?”

“Mot tén khach hang an cip. Hai D-va-D.”

Steve gii thich. “Say ruou va giy 16i.” Ong ta dap nhe kén vai Johnny va bude ngang qua phong. “Lai ddy,” 6ng ndi, va Johnny theo sau g 6ng ta di
qua nhirng day dAu truyén hinh dén mot b twong kinh cao ba mét va dai gip doi. Tir ddy nhin dugc xudng khu vire ban hang an ung, Steve gb nhe
vao timkinh. “Su phan chiéu”’, 6ng ta noi.

Johnny nhin xuyén thiu qua cira s6 va c6 thé thiy tat ca moi thir dan bay ra & phia dudi: céc ctra hiéu va hang an, thang may, nguoi di mua sdm. Anh
nhan vién an ninh to béo nhe nhang bude téi, bum hai ban tay lai va thd ra ndng né. “Pay phai la dicu ma Chiia can thay.” Johnny nuon cuoi vang 6 1oi
ndi ngd ngan va sy ti tién trong nd. Nhung ngay lic d6 cau thay Jack.

Mit d6 bimg, xAu hd, dang diéu khéc thuong,

Hién dumg ¢ 0 ngoai ria dam dong, mot cu trai nho ngudi, da ngdm voi mot canh tay teo lai va khong c6 y nghia gi so véi toan co thé. Hin dumg, chiu
dung, bdi vi co chdng choi ciing khong giop hén di dén dau, va vineu bo di chin6i lén mot diéu hén thue sy quan tim vé chuyén s si nhyc dang duoc
phit chup 1én hén. Nhitng ké hanh ha hin gia dAu hon hén, nhitng dira tré thi cudi tu tin.

Johnny citii hup nguoi xudng khi cau thiy nude dai nhd xubng phia dAng sau 40 so mi ctia Jack; nhung su gidn dit ciia cau 1én t6i dinh diém khi cau thiy
anh ctia Jack, ding cach xa khoang ba mét va khong lim gi dé can thiép. Hn ta dang duoc cac ¢d gai ninh bo bu quanh, it nbét B bbn co.

Johnny chi. “Chu thiy chuyén d6 khong?”

Steve chdm nguoi vé phia trude. “Geral Cross? Thiy, toi théy Nhirng dira con gai van vdy ké tir khi y ky giao kéo choi cho Clemson. Y s& choi chuyén
nghiép trong vong mdt ndm Giao keéo ctia y s& tri gid it nhat chyc triéu do.”

“Khéng phaiy.”

“Chtr chuyén gi?”

“To6i xudng dudi d6 duge khong?”

Steve nhin vai. “Bi. O. T6i khong phai b ctia cau.”
sk

Johnny lao nhanh xudng ciu thang, qua ctra an ninh va lao vao dam dong. Céu ngri thy mili banh pizza va thit bd murdng chay, mii md hoi trén nhimg co
thé qua néng va, dau d6, mii ta tré con chura thay. CAu phong ngang dén chd Jack va nghe thay tiéng thi thao goi tén cau. Nhiéu ngon tay chi trd.

No déy.
Miat ca phit dé Johnny hiéu ra, cau da hiéu.
Noi dau cling 1ao xao cau chuyén.

Khi Johnny vurot ngang qua khu vyre an ubng, hang chuc nguoi ddi theo bude chan cau, nhung ciu khong thém quan tim MOt ga I6p trén dAmvao canh
tay tat nguyén ciia Jack, cham vao khu vire dudi ba vai nhiéu thit, ngay chd xwong rong khong cé chirc ning bao vé. Jack ¢b ging gidu s dau don,
nhung Johnny thiy ban ctia minh sép sira khoc.

Johnny léqg 16n lao vao nhomngudi va damgi lop trén mdt ca bang hét strc binh sinh. Tay c4u cham vao nﬁ{n gi, camnhan dugc rau ria, rang, va cap
moi day bay hy. Ga chii vé bén trai, iy thing bang, hai tay vung Ién, gio ndimdam Y co tay dinh tung qua dam, thi nhén ra Johmny. “Ui troi,” y noi.
Johnny nhin d6i mat ndu kinh ngac ctia y, ham rang ngd mau, va mai toc dai thdm thurot xit keo ddmnhon. GA trai nhd ra dong mau 161 bo di. “TO cha cai
do lap di”

Johrmy tirc gidn run ngudi, voi tit ca nhing gi tiéu biéu cho con nguoi minh khi bude Vao bénh vién wét dAm mau va ca nam troi yén lang. Ga trai hiéu
nhAm cai run nguoi | do s hai va bt dau mim cudd, rdi nhin qua dau Johnny hudng vé dam dong dang dimg nhin. Ga ha tay xubng, ¢b ging grong
cuoi. “Thuong thdi, Pocahontas.”



Khong mit ai cudi. Johnny la nguoi ndi tiéng di thuong, mot dira tre quai g6, hoang da voi cap it den hoang dai. Cu ting chimg kién nhitng chuyén
ma I§ ra khong cau bé nao dong trang hira duge bict. Cau mat nguroi em song sinh, tim dugc Tiffany Shore, va c6 thé da gict mot gi dan 6ng,

Céu la son va lira ctia chién tranh,

Cudng tri.

Johnny gio mdt ngdn tay 1én, sau d6 nhin vao d6i mét sang rye, long lanh ctia ban cau.

“Hay dira khoi day.”

CAu bét dau di, thi thdy Gerald, dtmg phia sau ba hing, cao kn to con, mdi téc vang néu va da dé c6 miu nhur gach ng6i nung. Johnny kéo Jack di theo
cau, va dam dong giai tan. Cu ding trudc Gerald va thay dam dong cac c6 gai lii bude the ndo, trong Gerald tro tryi lam sao khi khong ding cting bon
ho.

Johnny 161 Jack ra khoi cai bong ctia cdu va ba tay vao ¢6 ban. Cau khong thiy ngudi ban clia cau ha mét xubng va budng thong nguoi, cting khong thay
sur tli ho, s hi va su co quap, bon chon ¢ ban. Gerald nhu toa lu dai phi bong Ién Johnny, cao hon cdu hai muroi lim phén, néing hon bon lim can.
Han la sirc song ngdy he va c6 xanh, mot than tirong ddy trién vong dang kén, nhung nhiing nguoi dang nhin khong ai khong hicu nguoi ndo dang lam chi
tinh hinh. Johnny gio ngdn tay, ddmnd vao phan nguc day thit ctia Gerald. “Han la em trai cua anh, d6 mic dich. Anh méc cai ching gi vay?”

Hai cdu bé dai mét quan sat d4m dong yén king. Johnny nhin thing phia déng trude va cd ging tranh cham mét, nhung cAu nhén ra mot ngudi, mot ke
16p trén khic, cao 16n véi méi toc hung vang va hai mit mé rong. Y a Allen - con trai ciia Thim tir Hunt. O dong séng. Plimg riéng 1¢ mdt minh, di ing
i thép va méic 4o khodc jeans, y dimg dya lung vao mdt cai 0t tit phia dang sau dam dong. Céy tam xia réng lan tron gitra hai ham réng, cap mat
chim chu trong chirng. Khi Johnny nhin thang vao y, y khong buon chdp it hoac chuyén dich. Chi co cay tam. Tir bén nay mom qua bén kia mom.
Cénh ctra an ninh nhén the chia khod ma Steve dua cho cu. Cira tich mo va Johnny divao, bén trong 1a khoang khong gian mat lanh, mii xi méng va
mii Am wét. Cau thang nambentay phéi va dudi gim khoang khong gian thip, xam xit. Jack 1ném ngwoi Xubng san nha, lung tyra vao  trong, hai chan
kéo Ién. Johnny ngbi canh bén hén. Ba keo gum nhé ra JAm tim méang den dudi tham trai san. Mot chiéc gidy ciia Jack bi bung ddy. Quén jeans clia cau,
noi ddu gbi, viy ban day vét co.

“Um,” Johnny néi. “Té qua.”

Jack gidu mit vao dau g01 con Johnny nhin én trén. Ngon tay cta cau JAn mo ra mdt chiéc dinh tan, 16i ca mdt hang dinh trén tudng. Khi Jack nging dau
1én, Johnny thiy nhitng diém wét Bm cho nhitg chd bi vy ban vét ¢o bién thanh mau den.

“Cau timra chd ndy thé nao déy?”

“Chu Steve.”

Jack rit nhanh hai hoi thd, quet mrdc miii doc theo phia ding sau canh tay tat nguyén.

“Bon ché chét!” Johnny noi.

Jack hit. “D% cé tra.”

“Phai rdi. DO chii hang”

Jack cuoi, mot sw giai tod trong lo s, va Johnny d& chiu phan nao. “Chuyén gi iy ra ngoai d6 vay?”

“Han mudn t6 n6i didu gi d6,” Jack giai thich. “Té khong kim.” Johnny nhin nghi vén va Jack nhiin vai. “K¢é manh lim cha. Thing tat nguyén rét dai
thém”

“T cha thang Gerald. Tay cu sao roi?”

Jack xoay vong canh tay, rdi ép manh né trén ngwre minh. Hén chi vao ngwe Johnny. Bing hién r& qua nhitng niit 4o. “Cau chay méu kia.”
“T6 lam rach vai mii khaw.”

Jack trd miit nhin nhitng chd bang bé. “Cé phai c4u bi tdi hom no khong?”

Nhirng miéng bang den dan. Johnny kéo 40 so' mi gan lai.

“L& ra t¢ phai di theo cau, Johnny. Khi céu yéu cAu tro giip, Ié ra to phai di véi cau.”

“Chéng thay di duoc gi dau,” Johnny noi.

Jack dam vao chan minh. “T¢ I théng ban t6i.” Ct ¢4m tao 4m thanh nghe nhu bua dim trén da thit. “T6 1 - hin ngung, rdi dAm tiép - “théng ban 1.



“Ngung chuyén nay dim céi.”

“Té ching Bm duoc gi cho Alyssa.”

“Cau ciiing khong thé.”

“Té thiy chuyén d6 xay ra nm.”

“Cau cling dau thé lam gi khac hon duoc, Jack.”

Nhung Jack limngo. “T6 da khong gitip duoe cau didu gi.” Han lai dim manh.
“Théi di Jack.”

Jack ngimg tay. “Chuyén d6 c6 thét khong?” Hén nhin Johnny. “Nhiing thir nguoi ta ndi vé& cau? Cu biét ma?”” Han im diéu bg, nhitng ngén tay Iic Fic.
Johnny hiéu y han. “T¢ nghi mot vai thir dung.”

“Chuyén gi vay Johnny?”

Johnny nhin cau ban, va biét, khong chut nghi ngd gi, ring Jack s& khong bao gio hiéu dwoc can phai tin tuong manh m vao s liéu finh ctia Johnny hon
chinh ddi tay cua cu ta. Jack khong bao gio' camnhdn duoc sy mét mét hodc ndi so hii. Hin chua bao gio song trong con ¢ mong da trd thanh mot
phén trong doi song ciia Johnny, nhung hén ciing khong phai hang ngudi qua ngu dan. Johnny ciing phai n6i voi hin mdt vai diéu.

“Céu c6 nhé cudn sach tui minh doc trong gidr Vin hoe khong? Chua rudi? V& nhimg cau nhdc trén mdt hoang dao va bon nhéc 4y sbng cudc doi ring
ra thé ndo khi khong c6 nguoi lon dimg ra huéng dan. Bon nhéc séng ché grom gido va thude miu méu. Bon nhoc sdng hoang da trong rimg, san bin
heo, danh tréng. Cau nhd khong?”

“Nh¢. Roi sao?”

“Ho sdng yén n, r0i mot ngity nhitng quy luit khong con y nghia gi nira. Ho tur tao quy lut riéng ciia ho, niém tin riéng ctia ho.” Céu ngimg, “BXi khi t&
¢d cam gidc minh giong nhiing anh nhéc d6.”

“Nhitng anh nhoc d6 ¢b ging tiéu diét in nhau. Bon ho trd nén dién loan.”

“Dién?”

ut]".”

Johnny nhin vai. “Té thich cubn sach 4y.”

“Cau b thing ngdc.”

“C6 thé.”

Jack nhit soi chi trén chiéc quan jeans, nhin thém xi néing va cau thang & xung quanh. “Té nghi cau thi ghét chii Steve ctia cau.”
Johnny giai thich v& S¢ Xa hoi, Tham tir Hunt. “P6 1 Iy do tai sao.”

“T6 s& khong lam bat cir diéu gi cho gi com ay,” Jack noi.

“Y cau i sa0?”

Hén vay mot tay. “Nhitng chuyén 6 nghe tir b t6. Chuyén cém.”

“Nhur 1?7

“Nhur chuyén 6ng 4y ngot ngao véi me cau. Ring ho timg... cau biét m.”
“Tao lao.”

“P6 I nhitng gi bd t6 ndLL”

“Thi, bd céu i d0 tao lo.”

“C6 18 vay.”

Mot thoang yén ling, Lan dau tién hai dtra trai nghich nhau. “Cau mudn ngi & ddy qua dém khong?” Johnny hoi. “N6 chi 1 nha 6ng Steve, nhung, ciu



biét...”
“B6 t6 khong mubn t6 giao du véi cau.”
“Tai sao khong?”

“La vi Chua rudi. Ong ta nghi cu nguy hiém.” Jack nga d4u vé hudng bure turong, Johnny ciing lim twong tr. “Nguy hiém” Jack néi. “Nguy hiém moi
hay.”

“Nhung ching hay ho néu ching ta khong choi chung voi nhau.”

Ca hai roi vao im Bing mot lic lAu. “Té thure syr thich bb cdu,” Jack noi. “Ong Ay im t¢ cam nhAn canh tay tat nguyén khong phai i vén dé.”
“Ching a gi ca.”

“T6 chén ghét gia dinh t6.”

o

“Khong dau, sao vay duoc!

Jack quang hai canh tay vong quanh dau gdi va nhitng ngén tay tré nén triing béch khi hén bép chit. “Cau nhé hdi ndm ngoai khong? Khi t6 bi gy tay
éyf?,’

Canh tay da yéu, n6 bi gly mot cach dé dang. Johnny nhé it nhat ba lan Jack phai bo bot. Nhung lan giy tay hoi nim ngodi i 1n ning nhét, n6 giy dén
bdn chd. Pé chita lanh can phéi giai phau thém: thém vao nhidu dc vit, chdt va nhirmg manh kim loai khéc. “Td nhé.”

“Gerald Ia tac gia chuyén nay.” Ban tay nho bé nhay mia & diém cudi ctia xwong ¢ tay hep. Giong ctia Jack ciing tram xubng, “D6 14 Iy do tai sao 6ng
b0 t¢ mua cho td chice xe dap mdi toanh.”

“Jack...”

“Do ciing 1 ly do tai sao t& chua bao gio ding nd.”

“Tao lao qua di.”

“T6 chan ghét gia dinh t6.”
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Hunt dmg trong van phong Canh sat truréng. Nhimg 4 o phu mdt goe can phong, va trén mit bire tudng treo nhiéu hinh anh ong sép v6i nhiéu chire
nhiém hanh chinh khac nhau: phé Thong doc tiéu bang, curu Thuong Nghi si, mot g tai tir vo danh tiéu tot ¢ vé mit hao hao giong. Anh cac con 6ng
duoc chia déu treo trép tuong. To nhit bao dia phuong dat trén ban. Cac to nhat bao tir Wilmington, Charlotte, va Raleigh cling dat & do. Hinh anh ctia
Johnny ngay & trang dau cac to nhat bao. Khudn mat dugc son v&, 16ng chim, mau va xuong,
Mot nguoi Da d6 hoang da.
Ong Canh sat truong ngdi trén ghé, ngira nguoira dang sau, hai tay vit chéo trén bung, Sur buc bdi khéic nhidu dudng Inn sau noi hai mi mat Ongta
mét moi, v6i mai toc chura gdi sang bong bét trén vang tran. Quan trudng canh sat dimg dya vao tuong, nguoi dan 6ng rdn chéc do tAm tubi sau muroi,
v6i ln da nirt né trén nhimg khép xwong tay va hai bong md ¢ dudi hai mi miét. Ong dam trach chirc vu Quén trudng canh sat d4 gin ba muroi nam va
nhitng nhan vién dudi quyén rat so hdi vi tinh boc dong hon I kinh trong vi kha ning ctia 6ng. Ong ta do chimg tham tir Hunt kh4 k§ bang cip mit sim
mau, xuyén pha va trong cling chang vui vé gi hon dng Canh sat trudng,
Hunt khong hé nao niing,

“Ong c6 biét,” Canh st trrdng bit dau, “c6 bao nhiéu ngudi lim viée cho nha canh sét? Bao nhiéu si quan, bao nhiéu tip sw khong?”

“Toi biét 13.”

Canh sat truong xoay qua Quan trudng canh sat. “Va ty canh sat quan hat? C6 biét khong?”

“Nhiéu Eim, t6i chiic vay.”
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“Va 6ng nghi nhitng ngudi d6 s& cam thiy thé no néu ching toi cho phép dng luc loi hd so nhan vién ctia ho? Hb so bao mat c4 nhin ctia ho?”

“T6i ¢6 Iy do dé tin ring...”

“Ching t6i da thiy ly do cta 6ng” Giong n6i 6ng Quén truong canh sat cét ngang, Ong ta chuyen dong nhung Van giit vai tira trén turong, hai ngon tay
caimoc vao day thét hrng mau den, néng trich. “Va khong mot ai trong ching ta c6 thé chiic chéin chit viét trong d6 n6i gi. C6 thé né | “cém,” nhung
ciing c6 thé i didu gi khac. C6 thé thang bé nay nham En.”

Ong Canh st truong chdm t6i trde. “Hay 1 toan nhing thi...”

“Hay | dién nhur con chudt chudng chd.”

Hunt nhin chdm chiim 6ng Quén trudng canh sat. “Toi ton trong su bat dong quan diém.”

“Bay gio ong la mot loai chuyén vién nao d6 sao?” dng Canh sat trurong chi manh mdt ngdn tay vao to nhat bao. “Nhin cdu ta nay.”

Tém anh két t0i cau bé va sin sang di dén phan quyét: 1ong chim, toc tai hoang da, Tiffany run clmg ngudi vi so hii, hai con mét cau trai kinh ngac dén
nurc trong rong tot do.

“T6i hiéu nhitng thir d6 trong thé ndo, nhung day i mdt dira tré théng minh. Néu n6 nghi né trong thdy mot 6ng com, chic phai cb Iy do.”

Ong Quan trudng canh sat cat ngang, “Anh nhoe d6 cho rang né dung lén chuyén dy. Chinh 6ng ciing n6i nhur vay. Bay gio, d6 1 tit ca nhimg gi toi
muon nghe.”

“Cau ta lo ngai rang S¢ Xa hoi s& 10 cAu ta ra khoi gia dinh duy nhét ma cau ta con s6t lai dé bam viu. Cau ta nghi mdt gi com dinh déing v6i Burton
Jarvis.” Hunt khong thé gitr méi sy byc doc trong long, “Céu ta kinh s¢. Cau ta phai ti bao v¢ lay chinh minh.”

“Ong c6 bt cir mdt Iy do ndo khac, virot xa ngoai anh nhéc ti ndy, dé nghii ring mot ké trong ching ta, mdt gi cém, lay Chua t6i, c6 thé lién quan dén
c4i dong xa ban kinh tom nay khong?”

“Chiéc cong trén ¢ tay cta Tiffany 14 loai cong ding trong nganh canh sét.”

“C6 thé tim mua & bt cir cira hang quan dung ndo,” 6ng Quén trudng canh sat noi.

“Chéc chin né I tang vat c6 lién quan, dic biét khi dinh dang dén su quan st ctia Johnny.”
“Ching ta d4 xong phin thao IuAn vé sur quan st ctia anh nhdc,” 6ng Canh sat trudng noi.

“C6 gl d6 lién quan gitta cai cong trén tay cta Tiffany Shore vi nha canh sat khong?” Bo dang 6ng Quén trudng canh sat khong hé thay d6i. “S6 hiéu
day s6? Bat cu dau tich gi?”

“Kl’lér]g_”
“Bit cir cai gi & hién truong? Trong qua khir ciia Jarvis? Trong chu vi bit dong san clia gi?”
“Khong. Nhung it nhét, anh nhéc da xéc dinh ¢6 mdt thanh phan nguy hiém cho dén gi nay van con lan tranh chira bi kham phé. H) so ca nhén i chd

hop Iy nhét dé bét ddu. Néu cau ta ding, thi ching ta s& loai trir duge mdt phin tir nguy hiém ra khoi xa hoi. Néu ciu ta sai lam, ciing khong thiét thoi gi
denai”

“Khong thiét thoi gi? Lay Chia t6i, Hunt.” Ong Canh sat trudng xo¢ rong ban tay day thit trén ban. “Cho phép ong suu tra nhitng hd so d6 s& choc gian
tat ca cac nhan vién. Ca nhan t6i c6 thé vi pham nhicu luat I& vé nhin su. D6 1a chura ké dén van dé hinh anh ma S¢ Canh st ching ta phai duong dau
khi chuyén nay xi ra ngoai.”

A5y

“Chuyén nay da xdy ra ror” Quan trurong canh st noi.

““Anh nhéc ndy khién ti bi nhin nhu mdt con lira trén truyén hinh qubc gia, va ong - ngudi thém i chi huy ciia ti, cénh tay phai cia t0i, hay 1 viy ma toi
dugc biet - ong da Ieo 1i t6i, nha canh st cta t61 vao mdt vu kién voi g doanh thurong duge ton trong bac nhat ctia thanh phd.”

Ong Canh st truong dém nhimg diém bj 19i ra toa trén diu ngon tay ong. “Canh sat hanh hung. Quay nhiéu. C6 y gy 4p luc tim Iy, Bt giit tréi phép.
Con gi khac nita khong? Toi ciing sap hét ngdn tay roi.”

“C6 thé ngoai kia mot ké 4u damdeo bang hanh sur dang tur tung tur tac tai quén hat nay. D6 la van d&, va hai 6ng nén Iuu tim van dé nay. Lamngo kha
ndng ndy s& diit cac em gai vao tinh thé nguy hiém hon. Ong” - Hunt nhdn manh chit, nhéc lai - “6ng s& dat tré em vao tinh trang nguy hiém nhiéu hon.”
Ong Canh st truong bat ddy khoi ghé ngdi. “Néu ong nhéic lai bat cir diéu gi twong tir nhur vAy & bén ngoai vin phong ndy, t6i s& tom dudi ong va dot
tryi nd.”



“Lam ngo chuyén nay s& khong khién né tur bién mét dau.”
“Purdl”
“Néu thém mdt dira tré bi bt coc vi s lo Eing ctia dur uin cong ching gy bét loi cho chinh quyén loi ¢4 nhan...”

“Tai sao ching ta lai ing tai nghe thiing cha nic dich nay?” ong Truong ty canh sat yéu cau. “Néu thém mot tré em gdi nita bi bét céc, d6 1 do sur bat
tai ctia gi. D6 1a didu cin ban ma ai ciing biét. Nhin g di, lay Chia t61.”

Hunt néng gay va ng Canh sat trudng cd ging dan xép moi ngudi ngdi xubng, “Ga Jarvis da chét. Tiffany vé nha an toan. Piéu ndy quan trong hon ca.”
Ong Trudng ty canh sat cudi vang. “Cam on mot dtra bé gai murdi hai tudi va mot cau nhde murdi ba tudi.”

“T6i s& lo chuyén ctia anh em ching t61,”” 6ng Canh st trurdng n6i va nhin chiim chim vao ong Trudng ty canh sat. “Biéu ndy 13 rang chir?”

Ong Truéng ty canh sat tro vé c}f) dimg ctia dng ta ¢ bo twong va tré mdt ngon tay vao Hunt. “Thi, 6ng n6i voi ngudi hing ctia 6ng 1 nén lo nhin k§ vao
trai bong. Bdi vi t6i nghi 6ng ta sap mat banh t6i noi roi. Toi nghi 6ng ta dang ¢d gang danh bong tén tudi ngon lanh hon va 161 ¢6 nhitng cdm khac qua
baibun. Anh emt6i. Anh em 6ng, Chung ta, t6i c6 thé n6i chung la nhur vay.”

Canh sat truong gio mdt tay 1én va néi véi Hunt, c6 6ng ta d6 tmg khi ni.

“Ching ta da 16 rang trong van dé com du dam nay rdi chir? Toi khong mudn nghe thém bat cir mdt tiéng ndo vé chuyén ny.”

“T6i nghi Ap truong ciia 6ng 1 rang mot cach rat dau kho.”

“T6t. Boi vi ong nén Qiéu tra vé nhimng gi lién quan dén cai chét ctia David Wilson, Levi Freemntle, nhirg thanh phén giao du véi Burton Jarvis. Khong
bia dat. Khong ¢ t}lé. Buoc biét, nhur 1a sy that. Neu ai 51(’) lién quan t01 Jarvis, d6 1a cach dé tim han ta. T6i muon tat ca nhitng cay dinh con long le:o
duge dong chit xuong go. Ching t6i s& xem xét lai yéu ciu gidm dinh ho so'nhén sy ca nhan cta 6ng chi khi nao Johnny Merrimon quyet dinh ndi v
nhiing gi cdu ta thay.”

“Néu cu ta thiy n6,” ong Trudng ty canh sat thém vio.

“Néu ciu ta thay no,” 6ng Canh sat trudng dong y. “Cauta thay gl. Lam sao chuyén do xay ra. Tat ca nhitng chuyén binh thurdng mi ching ta, nhitng
canh sat, mu6n nghe trude khi kéo co sing xudng vi tri ban sin sang. Diéu ndy rd chura, tham tir?”

“Ro.”

“Thé thi dira di.”

Hunt khong nhtic nhich. “Con mdt chuyén nita, t6i nghi.”

“Ong nghi?”” 6ng Truong ty canh sat khinh khinh noi.

“Vu an Freemantle.”

“Ong bit duoc gi chira?” ong Canh sat truong hoi.

“Chua.”

“Réi gioy chuyén gi?”

“Ching t6i da xac dinh duoc thi thé: ban gii ciia Freemantle va g dan ong ¢6 1€ ngu chung giurong véi 6 ta. Chiing toi tin chic Freemantle d ra tay ha
tl}L”L Khong c6 dau hi¢u dot nhdp vao nha. Nhin nhur vé nhanh-tién-loi. C6 thé tdi ac do ghen tudng. Chiing t6i nghi dng ta vo tinh phat hién ca hai khi tro
vé nha.”

“Nhanh-tién-191,” 6ng Quén trudng canh sat ndi. “Mot chir dao to bua lon.”

“Freementle bo tron khoi doi lao dong cong ich séng hom d6. C6 thé g da di thing v& nha va bt qua tang doi gian phu dam phy. ST quan cai hun clia
2 cho biet nguoi ban gai ctia g gan nhu 13 gai mai dam.”

“Puoc. Mot vu an ngon lanh, gon gh&. Tai thich vay.”
Hunt thé hit ra. “Ho ¢6 v6i nhau mdt dtra con gai”’
“Va?” Co thé ctia ong Canh sat truéng nhur bi thdi trrong phong lén.

“C6 bé 4y hién gio mit tich.”



“Khong.” Ong Canh sat trudng ding Ién. “Khong phai thé.”
“Caigi?”

Ong Cénh sét trurdng gt giong binh king va cén béng, nhung &n bén trong k sur cuong quyét. “Chura ¢6 ai lam & bién bén mit con. Khong c6 ai goi dién
yéu cau chung ta trg gidp.”

“Pidu d6 dau c6 nghia chuyén nay khong c6 that.”

“C6 bé 4y rat c6 thé dang ¢ voi ho hing, ng ba, hay nguoi di. Levi Freemantle c6 thé c6 mot dira con. Ga ta a cha, diing khong? Ga chwra mét quyén
nuobi dudng con.”

Tham tir Hunt gian dit. “Ong s& lam ngo chuyén nay u?”

“Lamngo cai gi?” Ong Canh sat trudng trd ban tay phing, “Pau 6 gi dé hmngo. O day khong c6 vu 4n ndo ca.”
“T6i biét 16,” Hunt néi.

“Ong biét 16 16i 4?” Su xung dot kich liét dan dén mbi de doa tang an.

“Khong ai mudn thém mot dira tré bi bt coc, vi thé dng nén chon chuyén ndy di. Ong chui dau xubng cat va cir gia bd ngodi kia khong c6 van dé gi hét.”
“Néu ma 6ng ni thém tir ndo vé mdt dira tré bj bét coc...”

“T6i cling mét moi voi nhitng 101 de doa cua 6ng.”

Ong Truéng ty canh sat dimg thing ngudi. “Bao nhiéu thirc 3n d6 chua bay du trén dia an ctia 6ng sa0?”

“T6i mudn hai 6ng suy nghi that k§ vé& chuyén nay,” Hunt n6i.

“Va néu t6i khong thi sao?””

Hunt nhin v& phia Quan truéng canh sat va 6ng Canh sat trrdng, “Toi nghi diéu do rat xau cho tat ca ching ta.”
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Hunt dmg trong van phong Canh sat trréng. Nhimg 14 o phu mdt goe can phong, va trén mot bire tudng treo nhiéu hinh anh ong sép v6i nhiéu chire
nhiém hanh chinh khac nhau: phé Thong doc tiéu bang, curu Thurong Nghi si, mot g tai tir vo danh tiéu tot ¢ vé mit hao hao giong. Anh cac con 6ng
duoc chia déu treo trép tuong. T nhét bao dia phuong dat trén ban. Cac to nhat bao tir Wilmington, Charlotte, va Raleigh cling dat & do. Hinh anh ctia
Johnny ngay ¢ trang dau cac to nhat bao. Khudn mat dugc son v&, 16ng chim, méu va xuong,

Mot nguoi Da d6 hoang da.

Ong Canh sat truong ngdi trén ghé, ngira ngudi ra (jﬁng sau, hai tay vit chéo trén bung. Sur buc boi khéic nhidu dudng hén sdu noi hai mi mﬁt Ongta
met moi, voi mai toc chura gdi sang bong bét trén vang tran. Quén truong canh sat dimg dura vao tudng, ngudi dan ong rin chic d6 tam tudi sau muroi,
Vi lin da nirt né trén nhimg khép xwong tay va hai bong mb ¢ dudi hai mi mat. Ong dam trach chirc vu Quén truéng canh sat da gin ba muoi ndm va
nhirng nhan vién dudi quyén rat sg hi vi tinh boc dong hon 14 kinh trong vi khé nang ctia 6ng, Ong ta do chirng tham tr Hunt kha k¥ bang cap nyt sam
mau, xuyén pha va trong cting chang vui vé gi hon dng Canh sat truong,

Hunt khong hé nao ning,

“Ong c6 biét,” Canh sat truong bat dau, “c6 bao nhiéu nguoi kim viée cho nha canh sat? Bao nhiéu si quan, bao nhiéu tap su khong?”

“Toi biét 13.”

Canh sat truong xoay qua Quan trudng canh sat. “Va ty canh sat quan hat? C6 biét khong?”

“Nhiéu Em, t6i chic vay.”

“Va 6ng nghi nhitng ngudi d6 s& cam thiy thé ndo néu ching t6i cho phép dng luc loi hd so nhan vién ctia ho? Hb so bao mat c4 nhin ctia ho?”
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“T6i ¢6 Iy do dé tin ring...”

“Chiing t6i da thiy Iy do cua 6ng.” Giong ndi ong Quén truong canh sat cét ngang, C)ng ta’chuy,én dong nhung Van giit vai tra trén tuong, hai ngdn tay
cdi moc vao day that lung mau den, néing trich. “Va khong mit ai trong ching ta ¢6 thé chac chan chit viét trong d6 n6i gl C6 thé nd la “com” nhung
ciing c6 thé 1a dieu gi khac. Co thé thang bé nay nham lan.”

Ong Canh st truong chdm t6i trude. “Hay 1 toan nhitng thi...”

“Hay I dién nhur con chudt chudng ch.”

Hunt nhin chdm chim 6ng Quén trudng canh sat. “Toi ton trong su bat dong quan diém.”

“Bay gio 6ng la mdt loai chuyén vién nao d6 sao?”” 6ng Canh sat trudng chi manh mdt ngon tay vao to nhat bao. “Nhin cdu ta nay.”

Tém anh két t6i cau bé va sin sang di dén phan quyét: 1ng chim, toc tai hoang da, Tiffany run ctmg ngudi vi so' hi, hai con nit cau trai kinh ngac dén
nurc trong rong tot do.

“T6i hiéu nhitng thir d6 trong thé ndo, nhung day i mdt dira tré théng minh. Néu n6 nghi né trong thdy mot éng com, chic phai cé Iy do.”

Ong Quén truéng canh sat cit ngang, “Anh nhoc d6 cho ring n6 dung 1én chuyén dy. Chinh 6ng ciing n6i nhur vay. Bay gio, d6 1a tht ca nhitng gi toi
nmuon nghe.”

“Cau ta lo ngai réing S& Xa hoi s& 10i cdu ta ra khoi gia dinh duy nhét m ciu ta con s6t lai dé bam viu. Cu ta nghil mdt g com dinh déng v6i Burton
Jarvis.” Hunt khong thé gitt mai sy buc doc trong long, “Céu ta kinh s¢. Cau ta phai ty bao v¢ lay chinh minh.”

“Ong ¢6 bt cir mot Iy do ndo khac, virot xa ngoai anh nhoc ti ndy, dé nghii ring mot ké trong chiing ta, mdt gi com, lay Chua t6i, c6 thé lién quan dén
céi dong xa ban kinh tém nay khéng?”

“Chiéc cong trén ¢ tay ca Tiffany 14 loai cong ding trong nganh canh sét.”

“C6 thé timmua & bét ctr cira hang quan dung ndo,” dng Quén trurdng canh sat noi

“Chéc chin n6 I tang vat c6 lién quan, diic biét khi dinh dang dén su quan st ctia Johnny.”
“Chiing ta d4 xong phan théo IuAn vé sur quan sét ctia anh nhdc,” 6ng Canh sat trudng noi.

“C6 gl d6 lién quan gitra cai cong trén tay cta Tiffany Shore vi nha canh sat khong?” Bo dang 6ng Quén trrdng canh sat khong hé thay d6i. “S6 hiéu
day s0? Bat ctr dau tich gi?”

‘GKh(")ng.”

“Bit cir cai gi & hién trudng? Trong qua khir ciia Jarvis? Trong chu vi bat dong san clia gi?”

“Khong. Nhung it ntﬁt, anh nhéc da xéac dinh c6 mot thanh phan nguy hiém cho dén gid ndy van con lin tranh chua bi khédm pha. HO so ¢ nhan 1 chd
hop Iy nhat dé bat dau. Néu céu ta dung, thi ching ta s€ loai trir duge mt phan tir nguy hiém ra khoi xa hoi. Néu ciu ta sai lam, cling khong thiét thoi gi
denai”

“Khong thiét thoi gi? Lay Chia toi, Hunt.” Ong Canh sat truéng xoé rong ban tay day thit trén ban. “Cho phép ong suru tra nhitng hd so d6 s& choc gidn
tat ca cac nhan vién. Ca nhan tdi co thé vi pham nhicu luat I& vé nhan su. D6 1a chura ké dén van dé hinh anh ma S& Canh sat ching ta phai duong dau
khi chuyén nay xi ra ngoai.”

A9

“Chuyén nay da xay ra ror” Quan truong canh sat noi.

“Anh nhoc nay khién t6i bi nhin nhur mdt con hira trén truyén hinh qudc gia, va ong - ngudi thim tir chi huy ciia t6i, canh tay phéi clia toi, hay 1 viy ma toi
duoc bict - ong da leo 141 t6i, nha canh sat ctia t6i vao mot vu kién voi g doanh thuong durge ton trong bac nhat ctia thanh pho.”

Ong Cénh st trurong dém nhimg diém b 16i ra toa trén dau ngon tay ong. “Céanh sét hinh hung, Quiy nhidu. C6 y gy ép e tmly. Bt giit tréi phép.
Con gi khac nita khong? Toi ciing sap hét ngdn tay roi.”

“C6 the ngodi kia mdt ké Au dam deo bang hanh sy dang tur tung tir téc tai quin hat ndy. D6 | van de, va hai ong nén hru tim vén dé ndy. Lam ngo khi
nang nay s€ dat cac em gai vao tinh thé nguy hi€ém hon. Ong” - Hunt nhan manh chit, nhac lai - “Ong s& dét tré em vao tinh trang nguy hiém nhi€u hon.”

Ong Canh st truong bat ddy khoi ghé ngdi. “Néu ong nhéic lai bat cir diéu gi twrong tir nhur vAy & bén ngoai vin phong ndy, t6i s& tom dudi ong va dot
trui nd.”

“Lamngo chuyén ndy s& khong khién n6 tir bién mit dau.”



“Ditrdi”
“Néu thém mdt dira tré bi bt coc vi su lo Eing ctia dur luin cong ching gy bét loi cho chinh quyén loi ¢4 nhan...”

“Tai sao ching ta lai Fing tai nghe théing cha n¥ic dich nay?”” 6ng Truéng ty canh sat yéu ciu. “Néu thém mot tré em gai nira bi bit coc, d6 1a do sur bét
tai clia g. D6 1a diéu can ban ma ai ciing biét. Nhin gi di, lay Chua t61.”

Hunt néng gay va ng Canh sat trudng cd ging dan xép moi ngudi ngdi xubng, “Ga Jarvis da chét. Tiffany vé nha an toan. Piéu ndy quan trong hon ca.”
Ong Trudng ty canh sat cudi vang. “Cam on mot dira bé gai murdi hai tudi va mot cau nhde murdi ba tudi.”

“T6i s& lo chuyén ctia anh em ching t61,” 6ng Canh st truréng n6i va nhin chiim chidm vao ong Trudng ty canh sat. “Biéu ndy 13 rang chir?”

Ong Trudng ty canh sat trd vé 01}6 dimg ctia dng ta ¢ bo twong va tré mdt ngon tay vao Hunt. “Thi, 6ng n6i voi ngudi hiing ctia 6ng 1 nén lo nhin k§ vao
trai bong. Boi vi toi nghi 6ng ta sap mat banh t6i noi roi. Toi nghif 6ng ta dang ¢ gang danh bong tén tubi ngon lanh hon va 16i ¢4 nhitng cémkhac qua
baibun. Anh emt6i. Anh em 6ng. Chung ta, t6i c6 thé n6i chung la nhur vay.”

Canh sat truong gio mdt tay 1én va ni véi Hunt, ¢6 6ng ta d6 tmg khi noi.

“Chung ta da 16 rang trong van dé com du dam nay rdi chir? Toi khong mudn nghe thém bat cir mdt tiéng ndo vé chuyén ny.”

“T6i nghi 1ap trudng clia ong 16 rang mot cach rat dau khd.”

“T6t. Boi vi ong nén diu tra vé nhimng gi lién quan dén cai chét ctia David Wilson, Levi Freemantle, nhitng thinh phén giao du véi Burton Jarvis. Khong
bia dat. Khong ¢ t’hé. Buoc biét, nhur 1a sy that. Neu ai f?l(') lién quan torl Jarvis, d6 1a cach dé tim han ta. Toi nuon tat ca nhitng cay dinh con long leio
duge dong chit xuong go. Ching t6i s& xem xét lai yéu ciu gidm dinh ho so'nhén sy ca nhan cta 6ng chi khi nao Johnny Merrimon quyet dinh ndi vé
nhiing gi cdu ta thay.”

“Néu cau ta thiy n6,” 6ng Trudng ty canh sat thém vao.

“Néu ciu ta thay no,” ong Canh sat trudng dong y. “Cauta thay gl. Lam sao chuyén do xay ra. TAt ca nhitng chuyén binh thurdng mi ching ta, nhing
canh sat, mubn nghe trure khi kéo o sting xudng vi tri ban sin sang. Diéu nay rd chura, tham t?”

“Ro.”

“Thé thi dira di.”

Hunt khong nhiic nhich. “Con mdt chuyén nita, t6i nghi.”

“Ong nghi?”” 6ng Trudng ty canh sat khinh khinh ni.

“Vu an Freemantle.”

“Ong bt duoc gi chira?” ong Canh sat truong hoi.

“Chua.”

“Roi gioy chuyén gi?”

“Ching t6i da xac dinh duoc thi thé: ban gai ctia Freemantle va g dan 6ng ¢6 1€ ngu chung giuong véi ¢6 ta. Chiing ti tin chic Freemantle d ra tay ha
th‘fl. Khong c6 dau hiéu dot nhdp vao nha. Nhin nhur vé nhanh-tién-loi. C6 thé tdi ac do ghen tudng. Chiing t6i nghi dng ta vo tinh phat hién ca hai khi tro
vé nha.”

“Nhanh-tién-1gi,” 6ng Quén trudng canh sat noi. “Maot chir dao to bua lon.”

“Freementle bo tron khoi doi lao dong cong ich séng hom d6. C6 thé gi da di thing v& nha va bt qui tang doi gian phu dam phy. ST quan cai hun clia
24 cho bict nguoi ban gai clia gd gan nhur 1a gai mai dam.”

“Pugc. Mot vy an ngon lanh, gon gh&. Tai thich vay.”

Hunt thé hit ra. “Ho ¢6 v6i nhau mdt dtra con gai”’

“Va?” Co thé ctia ong Canh sat truéng nhur bi thdi treong phong lén.
“C6 bé 4y hién gio mit tich.”

“Khong.” Ong Canh sat trudng dung én. “Khong phai thé.”



“Caigi?”

Ong Canh sat trudng gilr giong binh ling va can bang, nhung 4n bén trong 1 sur crong quyét. “Chura ¢6 ai m td bién ban mét con. Khong ¢ ai goi dién
yéu cau ching ta tro' giip.”

“Diéu d6 dau c6 nghiia chuyén nay khong c6 that.”

“C6 bé 4y rat c6 thé dang & voi ho hang, ong ba, hay nguoi di. Levi Freemantle ¢ thé c6 mot dira con. Ga ta la cha, diing khong? Ga chira mit quyén
nuobi dudng con.”

Tham tir Hunt gian dit. “Ong s& lam ngo chuyén nay u?”

“Lamngo c4i gi?” Ong Canh sat trudng trd ban tay phing, “Déu c6 gi @é hmngo. O day khong c6 vu 4n ndo ca.”
“T6i biét 16,” Hunt néi.

“Ong biét 16 161 42” Su xung dot kich liét dn dén mbi de doa tang an.

“Khong ai mudn thém mot dira tré bi bt coc, vi thé dng nén chon chuyén nay di. Ong chui dau xubng cat va cir gia b ngoai kia khong ¢ van dé gi hét.”
“Néu ma 6ng ndi thém tir ndo vé mot dira tré bj bét coc...”

“T6i cling mét moi voi nhitng 101 de doa cua 6ng.”

Ong Truéng ty canh sat dimg thing ngudi. “Bao nhiéu thirc 3n d6 chua bay d trén dia an ctia 6ng sa0?”

“T6i mudn hai 6ng suy nghi that k§ vé& chuyén nay,” Hunt n6i.

“Va néu t6i khong thi sao?””

Hunt nhin v& phia Quén truéng canh sat va 6ng Canh sat trudng, “Toi nghi diéu do rt xAu cho tit ca ching ta.”

Johnny theo vé céin chung cur hai phong ngii ciia chi Steve. N6 nhur c4i thing réc, ngay ca tir bén ngoai. Ong Steve mo cira va nhin then thing, “Thé nay
khong sao chir?”” Ong ta hoi.

Johnny ngiri mili bia va quan 4o do ban. “Khéng sao.”

Steve chi cho Johnny phong cuia cdu va dong canh ctra khi Johnny yéu cau. Can phong c6 mot chiée giwong don, mdt cai ban va mot chiée dén. Mot ta
dimg. MOt ti quan do. Khong gi khac. Johnny budng tti xubng va mo ra. Céu dét bire anh chup bb me Ién trén ban, sau d6 cdi 40 va kiém tra bong
bang Nhiéu vét do thim xuyén qua in bang chéo dai hai muroi phan. N6 1 Vet chém té nhit, nhung vét méu da kho va Johnny doan chirng s& khong

sao. Cau cainit tr6 lai. Lic hoang hon, Steve goi dat mua pizza va ho vira ngdi an vira xem chuong trinh giai tri ma Steve giai thich  ¢6 tinh gido duc.
Xong xudi, Steve dét hai tay Ién hai dAu gdi, vé ling ting. “T6i c6 mdt ngudi ban gai...” Nhitng ngdn tay ciia ong ta van vé 16p vai trén chiéc quan soi

t0ng hop.

“T6i s& & trong phong ctia toi. Hodic chu ¢ thé di ra ngoai choi néu chi thich. Toi khong ban tim chuyén d6.”
“Pi ra ngoai choi?”’

T

“Con S¢ Xa hdi thi sao?”

“Néu ho dén, t6i s& khong thém md cira. Chiing ta ¢ thé ndi ca hai chiing ta di ra ngoai an toi.”

Qng Steve nhin cai dién thoai, rdi canh ctra. Johnny tao diéu kién d& dang cho 6ng ta. “Toi da timg sdng mdt minh qua nhidu kin. Cha khong phai lo
Bing”

Steve th phao nhe nhdm. “T6i chi di khoang vai tiéng ddng hd thoi.”

“Toi murdi ba tubi roi.”

Steve dimg ddy va tro. Nhitng mong tay nirt ran ctia ong ta miu ndu. “Dumg luc loi d6 dac ctia t6i,” ong ta noi.

“Di nhién.”

“Va dirg dé bét ctr ai vio trong ndy.”

Johnny gat dau nghiém trang va thiy chi Steve van can sy gitp dd. “C6 I& t6i chi doc sach thoi. Bai tap ¢ nha, chu biét ddy.”



“Bai tap. Y kién hay.”

Steve roi khoi nha va Johnny quan sat 6ng ta ra tit tn duong cai. Sau d6 céu luc loi tung d6 dac cii 6ng. Lop lang, thir tir. Cén than. Cau khong cam
thay t4i 101, khong &n nin. Néu cha Steve bi ném d4 hodc say ruou, Johnny mudn biét. Tuong tu véi sung, dao va cay gdy bong chay.

Johnny mudn biét ching & dau.

Néu sting dd ¢6 dan sin sang

Céu tim thiy ruou vodka trong ti d4, mot ti can sa trong cai ndi hAm. My tinh duoc cai mat ld]éu, ti1 ho so duge khoa. Cau phat hién ra con dao sin
trén san nha trong phong ngu va mot cubn cAm nang tinh duc trén k&. MOt canh cra dan tir nha bép dén ga-ra, noi cau tim thdy mot chlec xe ban tai voi
nhitng v xe mdn nhin va nhiéu vét 15m 16 chd trén nén tring ban thiu. Johnny dimg dudi ngon den sang va ra hai ban tay doc theo ndp ca-pd, cai chin
bin bj dinh bin déng ctimg. Chiée xe tai cii k¥, te tua, nhung banh xe con hoi va kim dong hd xding nhay 1én khoi chdt khi cau vin chia khoa kiém tra
lwong xéng. Cau dimg trong ga-ra ngii mm va suy nghi that k§ vé nhitng chuyén & ra khong nén lm; nhung hai phit sau ciu da ngdi trong c4i ban ¢ nha
bép, chia khod xe ban tai trude nit, cudn niém giam dién thoai md tung,

Chi ¢6 mot danh muc ¢6 Levi Freemantle.

Johnny biét con durdng do.

Cau cam chia khod lén nhung giat thét minh, nhay dung Ién khi chung dién thoai reo. DAu bén kia 1 me cau, va ba dang phat cudng Ién vi s hii. “Con
van ngoan day chir?”

Johnny cim chiéc chia khod 1én, nghiéng né trong 4nh sang dén. “Da ¢6.”

“Chuyén nay chi tam thoi thoi, con yéu. Con can phai tin diéu d6.”

Johnny nghe mdt tiéng dong qua dudng day dién thoai, mdt ¢t va cham. “Con tin didu d6.”
“Me yéu con, cunga.”

“Con ciing yéu me.” Thém tiéng dong,

“Me phai ctip may day,” ba noi.

“Me khong sao chur ha?”

“Ngoan nhé con trai.” Ba ctip may.

Johnny nhim chim chiim c4i dién thoai, rdi ddt nd Xuéng, Chiéc chia khoa é.mn(’)ng trong tay cau.
Khong ai can phai biét.
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Chuong 31: Chwong 30

Ba Katherine dzt dién thoai xubng nén nha, ngay canh chan ba. Lung ba tira vao ctra chinh, canh ctra ctmg va lanh o. Ba day nguoc canh cira, cing
e véi mdt nam dam dap vao nd tir bén ngoai. “Ong di di, Ken!”

Phia trén ba, cai khéa chét giit chit. Thém mdt ci dong, Jin ndy & dudi thip. Mot ci d. “Em  ban gai clia t6i. Dy 1 nha ctia t61”
“To6i da d6i 6 khoa!”

“Mé ngay cira ral”

“T6i s& goi canh sat. Toi thé t6i s& am.”

Canh cira rung bén bat do bi dong lién tuc; khoa cira bi vin veo nhung van duoc giit chit. “Toi chi mudn noi chuyén!”

“T61 goi dién day.” Noi doi.


http://ebookfull.net

Im king, bét thinh finh va hoan toan. Katherine nin thé va Eing nghe. Ba tudng twong 16 tai ciia g3 dang ké sat vao cira, diu ngon tay ddi miu tring béch

ép sét vao mau son do bén. Su ' yén ling chong chét. Muoi gidy. Mot phit. Ba ra Ién khi g3 d canh ctra Jan chét. Poan ba cam nhan dugc sy rung dong
ctia khong gian khi gi budc xudng bac thém. Xe clia gi nd may va cap dén pha dam théing xuyén qua tim man ren cii k§ khi g3 queo xe trong san va
may lao nhanh trén duong,

Ba db sup xubng canh ctra, run dir doi dén ndi xuong ham & nhirc. Chéc hin gi phai dang say ruou hodc dang phé thubc. Nhung ba da quyét dinh.
Johnny phai I3 trén hét. Khong ruou, khong thude. Va dieu do co nghia khong chira chap gd Ken Holloway.

Katherine ciin chat vao cb tay. It ra Johnny khong c6 & day. It ra né duroc an toan.

Ba cho cho dén khi tim ba dap chim lai va hoi tho cta ba binh tim Nam phit. Co thé muroi phit. Ba toan dimg ddy khi nghe thiy tiéng di chuyén that
déu ngoai san: tiéng soi da dudi chan, tiéng dong xao xac ctia miat dat. Sy so hai dén té liét trdm trong khién ba hau nhu khong con kha nang tyr the. Bén
ngoai, mdt khiic cdy gia cdi cong 0an voi 4m thanh cua gio xuyen qua mot than cay da chét. Strc niing de trén hang hién. Mot tiéng thup dap vao canh
cira, kho khdc. Ba Katherine nghe tiéng bc thang dudi cing rén ri va sau do 1 yén king

Hoan toan yén lang. Sur yén king kinh hoang.

Ba cdm dién thoai trén tay nhung quyét dinh 911 chua du tin cay. Ba mubn néi chuyén v&i Hunt, tin trdng noi ong ta. Gilt yén ling, ba di vao nha bép.
Danh thiép 6ng ta nam trong ngin kéo cao nhat. Ong tra 161 ngay tiéng chuong reo dau tién. Ba ndi giong théu thao.

“Dlmg mo cira,” dng ndi. “Dii im gi ciing khong duge mo cira. Toi s& c6 mdt xe tudn tidu & d6 ngay.”

Ba van giit di¢n thoai trong tay ngay ca sau khi ho da cip mdy. Ba do dam dén ctra s6 va mao hiém thd it nhin ra ngoai. Ba thiy bong t6i va cay cdi,
mot sy ma sat giira dnh sng va bong t6i khi nhiing tAng méy thap ruot dubi nhau qua mat trang dang lén. Khong c6 g trén dudng. Khong c6 gi ¢ trong
san. Ba nghiéng dAu vé phia bén tay phai, ép sat gd ma vao tAmkinh. Ba thay mdt phin ndo ctia hién trrde nha. Mot 1an nita & ngodi ctra, ba ling nghe
va nghe thy tiéng cao sot soat, nhur cai ia khéu trén gidy réap. Ba nghe hai lin, mong manh, sau d6 1 4m thanh khong thé nio nhdm fAn. Tiéng khoc ndc
nghen. Mong manh. C6 cai gi d6 quen thudc.

Ba nghe tiéng Ay mt lan nira. N6 vang lén tir bén ngoai canh cira. Trén hang hién.

B Katherine nhin chiéc dién thoai, va nghe tiéng khoc dy mdt lan nita. Trong mdt gidly phit hoang da, ba nghi d6 1 tiéng khoc clia mdt dira tré. Aido
da bo roi dira tré ¢ hang hién nha ba; nhung dicu nay dién ro qua, ba biet thé; nhung am thanh ay lai tr6 lai, va ba thiy nhitng ngon tay minh dét trén 6
khoa chét, mdt tay & trén num van.

Ba lanh run ngudi, nghi vé& chuyén gi Ken.

Dring xa, mjt chiéc xe nd méy. Tiéng miy i to sau d6 chim dn vé& huéng nam. Tiéng khoc tr lai va ba camnhén luong khi ia vao hai gd mé khi ba mo
hé céanh ctra chi mot khodng hep bang soi ddy xich an ninh. Ba quyét dinh md canh cura.

Trén hang hién c6 mdt chiéc thing gidy dan kin bang bang keo bac. Mot chiéc phong bi diit & bén trén. Cai thing chuyén dich va am thanh xudt phat tir
trong thting nghe 1 rang hon. Tén cua Johnny durgc viét trén phong bi. “Lay Chiia t61.” Ba quan sat k¥ san nha, khong tim thay gi la, r6i bude ra hang
hién. Céi phong bi khong dan kin, bén trong c6 mdt tam giay. Thong di€p duoc danh may va khong ky tén.

Khong thiy ai. Khong nghe gi. Khéa mdm lai.

Ba Katherine nhin chim chim kinh hai vao cai thing. Ba quy xudng va xé bo 16p bang keo sang loang dan bén ngoai. N6 tréc bung ra véi nhitng tiéng
sot soat. Bén trong 1 con méo. Con séng. Lumng ctia n6 bi giy.

Ba Katherine voi di ngurgc trd vao bén trong nha, chén tay run cimg, va trong du ba chi ¢6 mdt y nghi duy nhét. Johnny.

Ba bam s6 dién thoai chung cu ctia 6ng Steve nhung bam nhim s6. B thir mdt 1an nita, nhitng ngdn tay Bp cap. “Lam on, Chiia oi,” ba noi.
Dién thoai d6 chudng sau An, murdi ln; nhung khong ai tra 104, Trong ndi lo so tot cing, ba clp dién thoai. Sau d6 ba goi lai cho Hunt.
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Chwong 32: Chuong 31

Johmy mo ctra ga-ra va dé may (;hiéc xe tai. Méy nd khong ngot, ca khyt ca khut va xit khoi xanh, nhung lai duoc. Cau di trén nhimg con phd nhé cho
den khi chuyen qua con dudng bon lan xe, sau d6 cu ting ga va chice xe tai long Ion lao trén dudng. Cau lai chim lai khi dn gan dudng chinh, sau do
1€ phai di vao con duong mdt chicu d€ tranh xe c§ qua lai.
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Céu l4i xe cham rdi. Nha cira gin dudng ray xe lira sap sé. Johnny nghe thAy tiéng nhac va nhing giong n6i thét gio, tiéng k&o ket ctia canh cira so le bi
dong ap. Cau tlmthay duong Huron v 18 trai. Nhiéu xe dau san st trén con 1 dudng chat hep va nhimg manh kinh chép loé dudi mirong ranh. Co dai
moc cao tir nhirng chd xi- mAng nirt né trén 1& dudng va mdt con cho dien cudng sua vé hurdng cu tir trong bong t6i. Cau chi nhin thiy mdt méng ndu
trén nén den, mdt dudng vién ring cura bi gidt khung lai & cudi soi xich. Johnny tiép tuc 14, nhumg ¢6 nhitg con chd & san nha khac. Cau tudng tirong
nhitng ngdn tay trén min clra mong, ngudi ta che khuét di man anh truyén hinh xanh khi ho khom hing doi mét nhin qua nhig canh clra sb bén thiu. Va
16 khong chi la turong trrong. Phia bén trai, mot ngudi dan 6ng bude ra khoi cira, dimg trong hang hién. D6i chin gi xanh xao, g3 cdi tran, mic chiéc
quéan jeans, va phi phéo diéu thudc 14 kep gitta caip mbi. Johnny Amngo g3 va tiép tyc Ii.

Cin nha ctia Freemantle nam I 1 trudc niit phia bén phai. Trong nd nhu mot gi khong 16 khong dén dude cdm vao trong mjt miéng dat t6i om. Pang
sau nha, s6i da xanh xam d6 xudng truon déc din dén dudng ray xe lira. Johnny ngiri thdy mii thude khir tring, bui d4 va dau. CAu tat xe vao sat I8
dudng va tat may. Sau lung cau, trong cin nhi son mau vang mirtat, mot dira tré dang khoc. Johnny bude xudng duong, tiéng khoc dura tré ngirng, Lii
cho khong con sta inh 61. Burde chan vao san nha g3 Freemantle, Johnny thdy bang nhira vang treo gjita nhitng cay cot chong nha. Ctii rap dudi bang
nhura, ciu khum tay 6mmit va ¢b nhin vio bén trong, Khong c6 gi. Toi hon bén ngoai. Johnny keo nhitng bang nhya vang xubng, Canh ctra trude nha
mo tung khi ciu m6i dung dén. Johnny budc vao bén trong, nhung khong ai trong ddy. Cn nha trong troi. Cau md cong tic dén va thiy vét mau trén
tuwong, Dicu nay m cau so hii.

D6 1a sy that.

Mau chay thanh vét va den thAm. Bot xdm pha day trén cong thc dén va tay ndm nim dAm ctra. Cin phong dang sau nha ¢6 nhirg vét mau ghé ron hon.
Mii turong tur. Mii ddu diic quéanh, 4m vao trong cudng hong. Méau khd nhur i sa mac trén san nha. Cudn bang keo danh déu noi thi thé ngi xudng,

Hai thi thé.

M0t sa mac mau.

Johnny quay du va chay ra ngoai cira trude. Hanh lang chat hep va hinh bong ctia cau viin veo khi cdu chay. Cua van mo, vimg chic, den ngdm trng
trai voi nhitng cudn bang nhyra mau vang dép vao canh tay cau. Cau nhdy phong khoi hang hién, roi xuong dau diéng, da hai ban tay bi kéo rach. Cau
vap thém mot lan nita, sau d6 nd may xe tai va thoat hiém. Nhig con cho dong ving day stia vang ca xémtien cau di.

Tham tir Hunt l4i xe bat mang trén duong pk}é. Ong leo én dinh ngon ddi cuéi ctng voi van toc tammuroi cay sb mit gio, cam tuong chiéc xe vuron Ién
tir nhitng 6ng nhin; sau d6 6ng lao xubng doc, chan dap manh khi cay kim dong ho leo 1n 90knvh. Ong thing gap ¢ ngay duong dan vao nha ba
Katherine, tat sat vao lé duong bén phai.

Trong nha dén dién sang choang, Bong t6i phii day trén nhitng lim cy. Khong mot chiéc xe tuan tidu.

Hunt lao ra khoi xe, anh sang mau xanh xuyén thing mt sau kinh xe. Ong dao mit nhin 1 cay cbiva san vuon, mot tay san sang dt trén bang sing van
con ndm nguyén trong bao da. Khéng gian tinh ling khong mot tiéng dong; hanh lang tréng trai. Ong dap am am vio canh cira, doan chirg c6 su chuyén
dong bén trong, dng quay budc, kiém tra san nha phia sau lung 6ng thém mot an nira. Khoa cira bat chdt va canh cira mo hé, 1di sau do vung manh my
toang hodc ra. Ba Katherine Merrimon dimg trong dnh sang, khudn mt dam 8, dang hinh nho bé, mot con dao chit thit dai hai muroi phan duge cim
chat gitra cac ngén tay bop manh thau tn xuong,

“Katherine...

“Cé tin tirc gi ctia Johnny khong?”

Hunt bude qua canh cira. “Toi dd phai mot xe tudn tiu dén can ho chung cur ciia ong Steve. C6 1§ gid ndy ho dang ¢ mit ¢ d6.” Hunt chia ra mdt ban
tay. “Xin ba cho tdi con dao?”

“Toi xin 16i.” Ba dura n6 cho 6ng va dng dat no lén trén mit ké.
“Ba 6n ca chir,” 6ng ndi. “Toi tin chic Johnny ciing nhur vay.”
“N6 khong thé 6n duge.”

“Ching ta chura biét gj hét.”

“T6i mudn dén nha Steve.”

“Toi s& dura ba dén. Toi hira. Haly ngdi xuong ddy mot ti.” Ong dt ba vao trong ghé sofa va ngdi xudng. Céi hop dt trén ban. “Céi ndy d6 ha?” Hunt
hoi. Ba gat du. “Toi nghil i n6 da chét.”

Hunt tién gan dén chiéc hop, thiy cai bang bang bac da dugc xé ra, va bén canh cai hop la phong bi va mit to gidy. “Toi khong thé ndo dé nd & ngoai,”
ba Katherine néi. Hunt ding cay but gio' nap hop 1€n. Mot thude phim phi trén mét con meo. Ludi nd tho ra.

“N6 chét rbi.”” Hunt dong nip hop, sau d6 doc thong diép: Khong thiy ai. Khong nghe gi. Khoa mom lai.

Ba Katherine budc ngang qua phong va dimg dang sau ong, nhin xuéng, Ba run cdm cap. “Ong c6 nghi gi Ken lim khong? N6 dugc dit trude cira sau



khi gi b6 di murdi phit.”
“Toi nghi | khong”
“C6 vé dng rat qua quyét.”

“Khong phai, nhumg 0 cam thiy khong nhur vay. Tai sao lai phéi bé di rdi tré lai? Tai sao lai gao lén cho moi ngwdi biét minh? V2 tai sao khong lim lién
ngay liac dau?”

“Dicu ndy c6 nghiia 1 gi?” Ba Katherine hoi.

Tham tir Hunt doc hang chir mdt lin niva. “T6i nghi né lién quan dén Burton Jarvis.”

“Caigi?”

“Bao chi ndi rét nhiéu vé vy 4n ndy.” Ong nhin vao mét ba. “Ba thy t& ghi chi ctia Johnny chura?”

“Di nhién.”

“Céu bé co mit & do, Katherine, & nha gi Jarvis. Khong cn biét cau 4y mudn t6i tin kiéu gi, Johnny ¢6 mit & do rét nhiéu an.”

“Ai d6 nghi Johnny thiy héin ta?”

“Johnny xac nhin nam trong sau nguoi dan dng dén d6 thurong xuyén. Chi ¢ nam.”

“Va s6 sau thi?”

“Sb sau rat can than. Ching t6i dugc biét g3 dbi bién s6 xe ba lin. Ga ta o Fing Johnny c6 thé nhan dién dugc gi.”

“Ong dang n6i vé& gi comdé ha?”

“Ching ta khong biét c6 phai ga d6 i com khong”

“Johnny nghil g 4y la c6m.”

“Cau ta nhAm. Nhat dinh cdu ta nhdm An.”

“Nhung néu n6 khong nhdm thi sao?”

Hunt khong c6 céu tra 101 Thay vao d6, dng chia mdt ban tay ra. “Di tim con trai ba thoi!”

Khi Johnny r& xe vao khu chung cur nha 6ng Steve, troi da khuya khqét. Céu lang quang gilta nhimg day nha, r& huong trai lan chot, va dimg lai vai tram
mét & tit dang xa. Chice xe tai ctia Ong Steve da trd vé. Nhitng xe tuan tieu ctia cdm dau trude can hd chung cu. Xe 6ng Hunt cling c6 mit & do. Co
nghia S¢ Xa hoi dang & do.

J ohrnny fwr cI;ﬁi thé. L& ra cdu phéi tr& vé nhanh chéng hon. L& ra cau khong nén di moi phai. Ho s€ 161 b caudi anh vien. Cll%"lC nhl{ dinh dong cot.
Chac nhur bat cir thir gi. Cau tat my va mo cra. Bén phai dudng, mot hang thong vuron Ién. Johnny tya vai trén tam kim loai am, luon lch gitra céc xe
dau cho d{en khi df%n thét gan hang cdy, sau d6 cau chay U kiém cho an ndu. Cau lao nguoi vao mot bui 1a kim, ty kéo minh day, va u té kiem mot goc
nao toi nhat co the.

Jack ciling da c¢6 mat ¢ do.

“Me kiép, Johnny! Cu Am t6 thét ca rudt.”

Johnny ngiri mili rrou bourbon tir thing ban, thiy cai chai dugc giit chit trong ngure.

“Céu lam tro gi o day vay Jack?”

Jack di chuyén, ngdi thing hung dua vao gbe mot cy thong. “Con noi ndo khac dé t¢ ¢ nit nira?”

“Cau c6 biét chuyén gi dang xay ra khong?”

Jack chi vao chiéc xe tudn tra canh sat. “Khi t& dén day, t& da thiy n6 roi.”

“Céu lAm sao dén duoc day?””

“T6 cude bo.”



“Puong dai dén bén dam.”
Jack nhin vai.

“Cau co say khong?”” Johnny hoi.

“Cau dang giang dao ddy ha?”
‘Khél’]g‘”

“Clr nhu cdu dang giang dao cho t& nghe.”
Johnny am ngo 1i chi trich. “Me t6 ¢6 trong Ay khong?”
“Té nghi t6 thiy ba Ay mot lan. S that thi, t6 cling khong 16. T& chi ndm day cho cau.”

Johnny truron nguoi bo lai gan hon & ph]a ngoai ria bui cdy. Jack rit Ién. “Dumg choi dai nhur vy. Té biét dng b cia td ciing ¢6 trong d6. To khong du
tai durong dau voi ong Ay vao lic nay.”

“Bb cau?”

“Ongta dang ly diém Lam thém gio phy tro va nhing gi lién quan. Ong ta mudn duroc thing cap tham tir hang uu khi Gerald choi bong cho doi chuyén
nghiép.” Han Bm mot ngum ruou. “Cir nhu 1 chuyén ndy quan trong Fim dy.”

Johnny chui ngurge vao trong bui rdm. Jack bt dAu I nhé n6i, ving ra khoi gde cdy thong. Kho khén Fim hin méi ngdi thing kg duge. “Cau bi sao
vay?” Johnny hoi.

“Khong ¢6 gi.”’ Riu i, Johnny quay sy chii tim vao chuyén xay ra bén trong can ho. “Néu cau phéi bit...”” Jack n6i bang giong kha lon.

“Immdm di, Jack! Lay Chuia t61.”

Jack ha giong xudng. “Néu cau phéi biét, 16 vira mdi tay d6i voi ong bd ciia t& mdt trin. Aido goi dién cho ong Ay vé chuyén xay ra & ngoai thurong x4.”
“Dé t¢ dodn xem. Va 6ng Ay vé phe v6i Gerald.”

Jack fic dau. “T¢ ciing nghi nhur vay. Chuyén nay lién quan dén cau. Ong ta bao ching ta khong thé lim ban véi nhau duoc nita, va ong ta n6i day Ia loi
khuyén cao chinh thirc. Loi khuyén cdo cudi cling.” Jack xua mdt tay va Fc hr dimg 1én doi chan ctia minh. “Nhung dimg c6 lo. Té n6i 6ng 4y hiy bién
di”

“Cau da khong lam vay.”

Cai chai dua Ién. “Gan nhur vay.”

Johnny nhin dm d&m vé phia canh cira s6. “Néu t& vao trong do, ho s& mang t6 di vinh vién.”

“A

“S¢ Xa hoi. Ho s& 1i ¢ 6 ra khoi nha chi Steve va giam cam t& voi mdt ngudi ndo d6 ap dung ky lut thép, ho & bit t6 mdt ngay tim ba Jin va cim
chi khong cho ra khdinha.”

“Hodc vay hodc ai d6 an lwong nha nude. Ho s& nudi cau bang mrde udng va banh mi. Bit cu ngi trén san dat. Bét cau a nd 18.”
“Imdi, Jack.”

“T6 khong noi dua.”

“Thoéi dil”

Jack loang choang bo lai gAn hon va liéc miit ghé nhin vao trong cira s6. Lan nay khi Ién tiéng, giong hén ta rét nghiém trong. “Ho dang lo Eing. Me cau
va moi nguoi.”

“Té khong thé nghii vé chuyén ndy bay gio.”
“Tai sao khong?”
Johnny néim 4o 16i Jack dumg ddy. “Di,” cau noi.

“Dau?”



“Hay dicaida.”

Céu 16i Jack ra chd chiéc xe ban tai. “Cho & day.”

“E ong ban...”

Nhung Johnny khong thém nghe. Lam lo udn cé nhitng xe tuﬁp tra ctia com, cdu cd mo canh cira xe tai ctia chit Steve. Khoa. Trong san, cau cay lay
modt hon gach tir canh ctia duong xi mang, Budc bd trd lai chiee xe tai, gio cao tay phai Ién, cau dap v nat ctra sO xe, thoc tay vao bén trong va md hoc
dung trén tap-106.

Trd vé xe tai, cau gidt phiing cai chai ra khoi tay ctia Jack va virt né vao trong bong toi. Cau dua cho Jack cai hop dung dan. “Cam cai nay.”

“Cai gi vay?”

“Va céi nay.” Cau nhét cdy sting vao trong tay Jack.

“Oi trodi dét 0i.”

Johnny md cira xe va nhin that k§ anh ban. “Lan nay thi cau di voi t6 chir hi?”

“0, con ba no,” Jack ndi, va Johnny nd may chiéc xe tai.

Johnny 14i xe diing van td¢ quy dinh, ri tang tang d3 chiée xe tai trén dinh dbi. Dudi do, con dudng kéo dai chay dén nha ctia Johnny.

“Cau lam tro gi vay?”

“T6 can phai Ay vai mén.”

“Céau nghii c6 ai ¢ trong d6 khong?”

“Chi c6 mdt cach duy nhit dé biét.”

Johnny cho xe chay xung con déc va can nha hién ra phia bén tay phai. Mot vai ngon dén bj tit. Khong c6 gi trén dudng din vao nha. Cau cho xe try
vao bén trong va tat may di. Khong khi bubi dém tri chich. Khong mot cai gi chuyén dich bén trong nha. “Nhin trong khong.” Johnny leo ra khoi ctra va
thir chia khoa ctia cau md ctra trude. “Chi€e chia nay khong md dugce,” céu noi.

“C6 diing chia khong?”

Johnny thir mdt lan nita. “Me t& chiic chin phai d6i 6 khoa roi”

“Tai sao?”

“Vi gi Holloway, t6 nglii thé.”

“Dicu do tdt, dung khong?”

“Néun6 mang y nghia nhur vay.”

“Thi...” Jack nhin xung quanh, va Johnny choi mdt cuc d4 qua cira s6. “Lay Chiia, Johnny! Lam g thi m, An t6i kim vAy nhé néi cho 6 biét trude céi.”
“Xin 16i.”

“Dra ndo lai choi d4 vao diing cira s6 phong ciia n6?”

Johnny quay lai, giong céing hon. “Cau khong hiéu sa0?” Cau chi Ién con dudng ddc dimg, trér vé chd hai dira xuét phét. “Bédm com biét t6 bo chay khoi
chung cur cua chi Steve, ho & goi S Xa hoi. Chz‘lrc chan nhur vay. Ho s& nhét t& vao mdt cho nao d6 ma 6 cling khong dam nghi toi. Ho s& khoa trai
céanh ctra lai va cham dut cau chuyén. Tro choi chamduat.”

“Ha?” Jack say ruou roi.

Johnny nm chéit doi vai ctia hin va bép that manh. “Day B co hdi cudi cing ciia 6 dé tim em gai t6. Ciu nghi t6 quan tim cti khoai gi v& cira s6 nha g
Ken? Xe tai 6ng Steve? May cai d6 khong y nghia gi hét.”

Johnny buéng thfi,ng ban ra voi mit hyc tépg lam Jack nghiéng nga. Johnny nhét lén mot canh cy gdy va ding n6 dé dép ving hét nhitng méanh thiy tinh
bén con vrong van dinh vao khung ctra s6. Khi cdu virt khiic cay gy di, cau chic chan cho Jack biét ai lam chu tinh hinh ¢ day. “Cho ¢ day,” céu noi.
“Dom chirng moi thir.”



Céu tréo vao nha qua cai cira sO bi dap bé, m cong tic ngon dén trén dau. Chd ndy nhin ciing y nhur cii, nhung cam giac thi khéc biét. Mot su dau nhoi
mét méat d4m tring vao gitta tim, nhung cdu bo niic. Vao phong me trude tién, ciu kéo cai ngin kéo ti canh giurong va vét hét tién mét ¢6 ¢ ddy. Hai
trim ddng bac, hon kém chit dinh. Cau Jay hai t& hai chuc va cat tat ca trd lai. Trong phong cu, cumo ba I6 deo vai va nhét ca quan 40 lAn chiéc chan
vao. Tir trong ti dung quin 4o, cau Ay hai cai 4o jacket, mot cai Jam bing vai denim, cai kia bang soi bong. Xoay qua girong ngu, cau vo cudn séch
Lich str Pai cuong Quan hat Raven. N6 16t xuong va mo toang & trang diic biét viét vé& John Pendleton Merrimon, Nha giai phiu va Bai nd 16. Trong
mot gidy, cau so birc &nh ngurdi mang céi tén giong cau, sau d6 Iat qua trang khac. Trong c6 hang tit 1on: “Ngon dén cua tu do: Ngu6i N6 € dugce tu do
du tién & Quén hat Raven.” C6 mdt cau chuyén vé ong Isaac Freemantle, va co mit tAm ban do.

Trén ban db A mdt con song va con dudng mon.

Con dudng mdon dan dén mot noi.

Johnny gép cudn sach lai va nhét n6 vao ba 16. Cy sting dit & trén cling,

Trong nha bép, cau tim thiy thirc in dong hop va bo dau phong, mdt cdy dén pin 1én va mot hop dlem Cau ]ay banh mi khoi ngiin ké, Ay hai lon nude
nho tir ti1 lanh. Trong gidly phit cau nghil &én viée viét cho me vai dong, nhung gidy phit d6 di véo mt hit. Néu ba biét cau toan tinh chuyén gi, ba chi lo
ling thém. Cau bude ra bén ngoai va ném cai 4o jacket vai bong cho Jack. “Day.” Johnny khoac chiée 40 jean jacket. Jack bat dau tinh ruou. Johnny
thay trén khu6n mét &mwdt va kho ndo ca Jack, hién lén sur thin trong khi Jack nhin xudng con duong don doc dai tham tham. “Céu khong phai di voi
t¢,” Johnny ndi. “Té ¢6 the tu minh lam chuyén nay.”

“Johnny. T6 khong tai ndo hiéu ndi cau dang Bmtro gi.”

Johnny nhin vio canh rimg rim sau nha. C4u nghil dén cy sting ning trich trong ba 16. “Té s& n6i v6i cau khi ndo cau gid rwou. Dén ic d6 néu cu van
con muon di theo, cau ciing c6 the di.”

“Bay gio tui minh di dau day?”
“Cam trai”

Jack nhin ngén t0 te, va Johnny dat mot tay Ién trén vai ctia héin. Miéng cau mim lai sic bén, hai méit sang quéc. “Ctr nghi chuyén nay nhu | mot chuyén
tham hiém.”

Ban dang doc truyén Khuic Cdu Hon duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chwong 33: Chuwong 32

Hunt dimg ngay & 1o swoi, mit van dé y Katherine Merrimon. Ba ta ngdi trén ghé sofa trong phong khéch nha 6ng Steve, run cam cip va mit do bimg,
Cur moi phit ba lai dimg déy va doi it nhin ra ngoai cira s6. Yoakum dang trong nha bép. Cross cling vay. Steve bon chon rudt gan va ném cai nhin s¢
hai v& huréng Hunt. Ong ta ¢ ging n6i chuyén voi ba Katherine, nhung ba it vao mt ong ta. “Day 1 do 161 & 6ng,” ba ndi.

“Céi thing troi danh.”

Ba lai tat 6ng ta.

“T6i di ra ngoai ddy,” Steve n6i. “Téi can hut diéu thude 14.”

“Pung c6 tro lai.” Ba khong thém nhin 6ng.

“Katherine...”

Ba nhin vao khoang ti va Hunt budc tdi trude. “Ra ngoai hit thude di dng Steve. Cho ching t6i t phit.”

Ong ta mo cira. “Pugc. Sao ciing duge.”

Hunt cho cho dén khi canh cira khép lai, sau do cAmcanh tay ba Katherine va dit ba vao sofa.

“Chiing t6i s& tim thiy cau ta.”

“Ong dau biét diéu dy.”

“Toi s& im bét cir diéu gi 6 thé dé mang con trai ba tr vé nha. DG 1 1vi hita.” Cé hai déu nhén ra tinh trong rdng ciia i hira. Ba Katherine nhét tay
vao trong dii. “Khong thir gi c6 y nghiia hon déi v6i 161, ngay bay gidr. Ba 6 tin toi khong?””
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“Toi khong biét.”

“Toi hira, Katherine. Toi thé.”

Ba gt dAu, hai vai thdng xubng, hai ban tay van gip gon thanh mdt gbi nho, hoan hao. “Ong 6 nghi ai d6 bt coc nd khong?”’
Hunt vt va im mdi nghe duoc tiéng ba. “Khong,” 6ng noi. “Tuyét ddi khong.”

“C6 thé ai d6 quyét dinh mot 101 de doa sudng i chura di.”

Hunt xoay nguoi vé phia ghé sofa. “Khong c6 dau hidu cay cira vao nha, khong c6 déu hiéu chdng cr. Chiéc xe ban tii ctia ong Steve bi iy di. Johnny
bict i xe. Cauta c¢6 chia khoa trong tay.”

“T6i can n6 tré vé. Ong c6 hiéu khong?”

“Hiéu.”

“T6i can con trai toi trd vé nha.”

Hunt nhin xuyén qua cira kinh. Yoakum xuét hién & cira nha bép.

“Clyde,” 6ng ndi, va dung mot ngon tay ra hiéu.

Hunt bude vao nha bép. “Chuyén gi d6?”

Yoakum dan Hunt vio trong nha bép va dimg lai trudc modt cai i ban nho. “Ong c6 thiy bét cr cai g o day ]amphlen 6ng khong?”” Hunt nhin vao ban.
Vai cudn tap chi, vai I thur, t nhat bao ngay hém qua va mdt cudn nién giam dién thoai dang mod. Ong dang dinh lc dau thi Yoakum néi: “Cudn niém
gidm dién thoai.”

Chi mét mot gidly dé thy. Levi Freemantle, 713 dudng Huron.

“C), chét rdi”

“Tai sao thang bé lai quan tim t6i gi Levi Freemantle?”

“N6 nghi Freemantle biét Alyssa dang ¢ dau.”

“Tai sao no lai co céi y nghi nhur vay?”’

“N6 nghi rang 6ng David Wilson c6 thé n6i véi gi chuyén d6 trude khi chét.” Hunt dong cudn sach. “Pay 1a 161 & t61.”

“Khong ai co thé tién doan cau ta s& lam nhitng chuyén nhu thé nay.”

“T6i ¢6 thé.” Hunt xoa hai tay Ién nit. “Anh nhoc d6 c6 kha ning lim bt ctr chuyén gi. Toi thit quéa ddi ngu ngo khi nghii rng ciu ta s& bo qua chuyén
nay.”

“Thé thi phéi mau chan le tay Ién.”

Ho tr6 lai phong khach, nhung 6ng Steve sam sap chay vao. Ong ta chi mot tay vé huéng ba Katherine, sau 6 dong ban tay thanh mot ndm dam Hai
mdi co lai, mét do bung, Ong ta khoa chan miia tay, nhur thé dang ¢b ging tir kiém soat ndi buc doc trong nguoi.

“Chuyén gi vay?” Hunt hoi.

Steve ném c4i nhin vé& phia Hunt. Loi 1§ ciia 6ng ta bi cit ngon, va 6ng ta hii manh mdt ngdn tay hudng ra ngoai dudng. “Cai thing nhai ranh Ky cip luon
cdy stng cua to1.”

Murdi phit sau, Hunt da kiém tra hét cac phong trong cin nha ciia g3 Freermantle. Ong goi dién cho Yoakum tir phia phong khéch. “Téi hut chén thing
bé i

“Cé dau hiéu ndo cho thiy né c6 mit & ddy khong?”

Hunt bude vao hang hién trrde nha va ding tay so cudn bang nhya vang, rach. Phia xa trén con duong vong lai tiéng ché tru. “Bang nhura bi kéo rach
xuong, Cira mo.”

“Ta ¢6 can giri lénh bdo dong moi noi vé chiéc xe ban tai khong?”

Hunt can nhic. “Néu Johnny diing thi sao? Néu ma gi dan 6ng thir sau thyre sur 1 com?”



“T6i khong nghii im sao chuyén 4y c6 thé xay ra dwoc.”

“Nhung néu xay ra thi sa0? Chuyén gi xy ra néu ching ta phat lénh bédo dong moi noi va gi c6m Ay chin bét duoc ciu ta?”
“Ong nghi chiing ta nén giit yén king chuyén nay?”

“Toi khong biét. Suy nghil cai kiéu ndy thi ¢6 hai chuc diéu sai trai.”

“Toi ciing nghil nhur dng. Chéy mdt chit nhé. Cai gi?” Im Bing. Hunt nghe dién, sau d6 Yoakumnoi tiép. “A, t6 cha n6.”
“Chuyén gi?”’

“Cross n6i rang ong ta da goi bo vé don.”

“Khong ai cho phép chuyén d6.”

“Ong ta n6i mot anh nhdc bo nha di hoang trong mdt chiée xe tai an cap thi theo cAy siing thi khong can suy nghi nhiéu. N6i that, t6i ciing khong bét
dong y kien voi 6ng ta, dac biét ke tir khi...”

Yoakum durng lai va Hunt murong turong 6ng ta di tranh xa khoi ba Katherine. “Twr khi chuyén gi?”
Tiéng cira déng. Ong Yoakum néi giong thi thio. “Tir khi cdu ta lao ra ngoai kia tim kiém ké giét nguoi lanh king.”
sksksk

Johnny phai di hét hai con duong dé tim 161 vao nong trai thube 1 b6 hoang. Cira khong khoa, duong mon dAy c6 dai cao ngit ngrong va nhing bui co
gai dai thap. Jack dong canh cira phia sau ho. Han chwra bao gio dén nha kho cii ki nay. “Tui minh di dau vay?”

“Chuse thiy.” ben pha xe tai C:élt vao trong man démden thdm Nhitng chiéc 14 thong chuyén mau tir den qua xanh Iyc. Nhura thong tir nhimg mét gbc
san st phan chiéu sang bong, roi bien mat dang khi ho di qua.

Ho di qua nhirmg murong ranh va subi sau thanh hinh sau nhitng tran mura mia xudn. Khi ho ra khoi canh rimg va dldéncanhdéngbo hoang, bau trdi
démmo ra trén dAu: cao vitt, nhitng vi sao c6 doc va virong van chut hinh bong tring khuya dang sau nhitng tAng miy mong, “H01 trure noi day mot thoi

12 ddn dién,” Johnny ndi. “Sau d6 né chi con la nhiing ndng trai.” Con duong r& hudéng phai, thang ra, r6i chia doi. Johnny di v& huréng tréi. “Céu van co
thé thiy cai noi ma ciin nha I6n chay rui.” Cu Fic manh dau. “Bén kia kia. Nhitng hon d4 tang cot dng khoi gior chi con mot dong. Miéng ra vao ctia hAm
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“Vay sao?”

“Bay gior thi c6 dai moc dién khing. T tim thiy n6 sau thang trude day.”

Cai nha kho xudt hién I I trurde mit, mot birc tudng go trén nén nha da granite. C0 sita viron cao, mau xanh va hdng, va day thurong xuan giang ching
chit mjt doan dai goc phia ding sau. Mau den ngdm xuat hién noi nhimg vét nirt tan v thanh voi bui. Johnny li xe qua phia bén kia va dung han.
Puong dan vao ctra chinh nirt né. Gd chay ndm va tro than danh déu o suoi. Johnny gai s0 dé dd chiéc xe tai. “Pua cai iba I6 cho t6.” Jack nhin vai
némba 16. “Dung tat may xe cho dén khi ndo t¢ yéu cau.” Johnny tha cai thi xuong dudi dat va 16i ra chiéc dén pin. Cau bién méat vao trong nha kho, tim

duoc mit cai ba 16 moc meo mau xanh va ba goc nén. “Pugc r61,” cau noi.

Jack tit may dong co'xe tai va dnh dén pha ctia xe cling tht ngim Man dém d6 up xudng, chi con nhing tia sang Bp 16a trén 16p da tréing, nhitng con
mét mo to va 4o quin do ban.

“Nha gi Ken & hudng d6.” Johnny tr6 tay v6i cay dén pin. “Xuyén qua d4m cdy. Khong xa im.”

“Lam sao céu kham pha ra nhitng thir nay?”

Johnny ngdi bét xudng va Iy loi tim hop diém trong ti. “Trdn thoat khoi nha khi moi chuyén trd nén toi €. Di tim bt rén.”
“V& chuyén rin...”

“Cam céi ndy di.” Johnny dua cdy dén pin cho Jack, sau d6 dét dén cay trén phién da granite va thip sang lén. Jack nhin va khong n6i i, nhung Johnny
cam thay han c6 mit ¢ day. “Té ngu ngoai nay vai lan. Khong t€ lam Bén trong thi toan nhén. Muoi ngoai ndy khing khi€p nhat.”

“Té chon dam mubi.”
“T6 ciing viy.”

Jack bo cay deén pin trd lai vao cai tii xanh. “Cai gi 677



“Hiy d6t kira Ién.” Johnny dimg ddy va bt ddu gom cti kho. Mii vé sau, Jack phy mdt tay. Ca hai gom nhitng que cti va canh cay roi. Déam Iira phap
phukhi Jack nhat duoc mot cuon Thanh kinh chdy do. N6 duoc boc da nhdm, mau den; mot phin gay dai nidm phan bi chdy xém Mot s chit vang vin
con c6 thé doc duoc. Jack cAmno tin ngin ca phit, va Johnny c6 thé n6i cau biét nd 1 c4i gi. Cau nhin nhitng ngén tay nhd bé ctia Jack An md timg
con chir, sau d6 cdu dimg ddy, git phang n6 khoi tay Jack va viit vao trong dong Iira. Dmg khom ngudi tré lai, Johnny nhin théing ban minh. Jack
khong phai a ké ma phén I6n moi ngudi cho 1 dira tré ngoan, nhung Johnny biét sur tht 16 rang hén tin twéng vao ma quy.

“Té s& khong bi thiéu chay trong hoa nguc, néu d6 1a didu cau dang suy nghi.”

Cénh tay nho ctia Jack chuyén dong. Han chi vao dong lira. “Cu dang am trd gi viy Johnny?” DAu héin ta nging lén va hai mit d6 hoe. “T6 a dira tré
ngoan va t& van gitt yén king. Ve tat ca nhing gi lién quan.” Han di chuyén nhirmg ngon tay qua mét mot lan nira. “Nhirng gi ho noi trong t& nht bao.
Nhimng chuyén cau gitt bi mét khong cho t6 bict. Ran va may mén va ba cai ling nhéng bua chi.” Han lic dau. “Nhung chuyén nay thi khong ding chut
ndo. Cho dund 1a cai gi di chiang nita, cdu ciing dau thé dot Thanh kinh duge. Ngay ca td cling biét dicu nay.”

“N© chi |z mdt cudn séch thi ns.”

“Cau s€ hoi han khi n6i cau ay.”

Johnny 1én cao giong. “N6 chi la mit cqén séch va n6 khong gitp ich chuyén gi. N6 khong thé 1im xoay chuyén tinh thé duge.” Jack hé hée mdm, nhung
Johnny dong tiep nhirng 161 n6i xuong cd han. “Ga gido sindi [ nd s€, nhung gi ta sy thit cling chi 1a hang ngudi tao lao.”

“Chéc t& phat non mat.”

“Thi, di qua bén kia néu cau s& im trd d6.” Johnny d4m mdt ngén tay vao man dém den thim. “T6 s& an qua loa budi tdi va t¢ khong can thiét phai ngiri
mii 61 mira cua cau.”

Jack nhim méit, nhung khi hin mo niit, trong hén 6 vé do xanh xao hon. Khi héin 1én tiéng, Johnny biét hin da quyét dinh quén di moi thir. “Cai gi vay?”
Jack héi va tro tay vao cai tui.

Mot 1an khéi cubn quén xung quanh khuon mét ctia Johnny va cdu nheo mit. “Cau thue sy mudn biét?”
“T6 ¢ hoi ma, dung khong?”

Johnny c6i ddy bude va d6 tung nhing thir bén trong tiii ra nén dét CAu phén chia thanh nhiing bé cay canh hoa 3. Trong d6 c6 bon bo, mdi bé dugc
c6t bang mot soi ddy. Cau dan ching ra hing ngang, bat gip mit nhin ctia Jack. “Tuyét ting,” cau néi. “Thong. Van sam. Nguyét qué.”

“Rdisao?”
“P6 I nhitng gi linh thiéng.” C4u s vio chiing, tirmg bo modt. “Khon ngoan. Quyén ning, Can dam Kién tri. Cau phai dbt ching di.”
“C6 phai nhitng thtr ctia nguoi Da d6 khong?”

“Da d6. Va nhitng thir gi khac.” Johnny gom hét nhitng b6 cdy va virt ching vao min dém, xa khoi dam lira. Ching rét xudng kéu tiéch oach, va Johnny
vO xuong niit dat. “Cau doi khong?”” Johnny hoi. “Té doi roi.”

Ca hai ngdi an banh mi kep bo dau phong va uong nudée nho lon. Jack liéc nhlnthang ban minh va nhin di chd khéc khi Johnny bét gip anh méit nhin ctia
hén. Johnny Bmngo. Cau khong muon n6i vé nhitng chuyén c4u da lim va chéic chéin khong dé Jack phan doan con nguoi ctia minh. Cau chui ngdn tay
dinh bo dau phong vao quan jeans va lwom cdy sing Ién. N6 ning va tron nhin. Cau bét bung trai khé va thiy trong sting nap day dan.

“N6 khong ¢6 chdt an toan,” Jack n6i. “Can thin nhirng noi nao cau chia nong sting dén.””

Johnny phap manh dong tréi khé. “Cau biét vé sing?”

Jack nhiin vai. “B6 t6 13 6ng ¢d.”

“Cau biét ban sting khong?”

“Dii thiing, t6 nghi viy.”

Johnny tra stng vao bao sting. Ca hai yén lang va nhitng am thanh dém khuya bao boc xung quanh. Nhiing con thiéu thin bay hron xung quanh anh nén
dén cay va bong ctia chung xa dudi dat. Jack vit lon nude vao dong Itra dé xem liéu nd ¢ chiy bung lén; bong rat dau dén va nd tung hay khong, “Ne
Johnny?”

“Gido.”

Jack gitr d6i it nhin vao déng lira. “Céu c6 nghif hén nhét 1 t6i 16i khong?”

“Cau sg hay sao ha?”



“Cau 6 nghi nd 1 t6i 16i khong?” Khing khing. Quai him mong cin chit.

Johnny virt cdi lon ctia cdu vao trong ddng lra. Nhiéu gidy phit troi qua va ciu khong hé chép it cho dén khi ca hai mét kho rang, “Ga dan ong ¢ con
song, David Wilson. G ta bict em gii t¢ ¢ dau. Ga bict, va 6 bo chay thuc mang trude khi g3 ¢6 thé noi cho t& biet.” Johnny nhin thang ban cua cu.
“Cho nén, ding vay. T6 nghi hén nhat 1a hanh dong t9i 16i.”

“Chuia hoac khong c6 Chia.” Hai mit ctia Jack mé to va

bat dong

“Piu d6 ding”

Jack nhin vao man dém va quén hai tay 6m Ay dau gbi. “Tui minh im trd gl ngoai ndy vy Johnny?”

Johnny ding céi cay khéu dong lira. “Néu t¢ ndi voi cau, t& khong mudn cdu lanh cing rit ui. Bay gid cau can cho t6 biét 1 cau choi hay khong choi?”
“N6 quéa kho dé choi néu t& khong biét chiing ta dang n6i chuyén gi day.”

Johnny viron cao vai. “Té s& chd cau vé nha ngay bay gid, nhung s& khong lam thé mot khi cau biét td dang toan tinh im gi.”

“Chuia oi, Johnny. T6 s& khong néi v6i ai hét.”

“Choi hay khong choi?”

Ngang dong lira, qua man khoi va khong khi bt chay, Jack chui canh tay ca han ngang miii. Mau vang cam anh Ién trén doi miit cho dén khi hin quay
dau, sau d6 mau sac bién mat va han chi 1a mot dira tré do ban \{(’Ji mau da ndu bac’phéch va mai toc dl,Ing,dL'I’Ilg chia khap moi noi. “Thuc sy cdu la tat
ca nhitng gi c6 gid tri voi t, Johnny. Té khong nghif 6 mot sy hoi han nao dau.” Han xoay trd lai va doi mt that gian don. Mau nu cta nyt lim cho
Johnny lién trong dén d6i mat con chd. “Néi to biet di.”

“Lai day.” Johmny Iuc loi trong ba 106 mang theo tir nha. Cau lbira cudn sach vé& Quan hat Raven nhung khong mo sach ra. Jack di xuyén ngang qua déng
lra, ng01 duéi dat, va Johnny giai thich moi chuyén ttr dAu: David Wilson b hét ving xubng dudi ciu va nhing gi ong 4y ndi; Levi Freemantle, lim sao g3
ta nhic bong Johnny & sat mé song; nhitng vét méu Johnny tim thiy & nha Freemantle.

Jack gt gu. “Trdi o, Johnny. Nhiing thir d6 ciing da déng trén nhét bao. Cung ngay cau bi nan. Khong phai tén ctia ¢ ta, t6 nhé la nhur vy, nhung
nguoi ta tim thay nhicu thi thé trong can nha d6. Hai xac ngudi dau cua ho bi dap nat.”

“Té ciing doan ai d6 bi giét khi t6 thiy méu me khép noi.”

Khuon mit ctia Jack co rim. “B¢ nhidu méu lim ha?”

“Chd ndo ciing méu me, y t¢ ki né nhur son trén tuong,”

Ca hai anh nhdc yén lang trong khodng mdt phit.

Nhur 14 son.

Sau do Jack ic dau. “Té khong hiéu ba cai chuyén nay an nhip gi dén bon minh.”

Johnnny bét cong tic dén pin va do ra trang n6i Vé‘ Isaac Freemantle. Cau chi vao tAmban do. “Déy Ia thi xa.” Caudi chuyén ngon tay vé hurdng bic,
khoanh m6t vong tron. “Noi ddy phan Ion 1 dam lay.” Cau di chuyén ngén tay nhe nhang, “Déy I noi nhing khoi da granite tro dyng 1én va ¢6 mot canh
ring bat ngan noi nhitng ham mo cii duoc khai thac. Cau nhéd khong?”

“Nh6. Hoi di théim md khi con hoc 16p bon, ho bit tit ¢ bon minh nim tay nhau dé khong ai di lac va roi xudng ho.” Han ling ting nguong nghiu,
Johnny biét, qua nhitng hdi (rc. Khong ai chiu ném canh tay bi tit nguyén cta Jack. C6 nhimg lic chen lin va x6 ddy, miy dira con gai n6i that a kinh
hai!

Johnny kéo tay vé& huéng nam, dén con dudng mon bén canh con song. “Pay 1 noi t& dung dAu g ta, ngay noi nay né. Con bén ddy ki ciy cau.”
“Hiéu ch.”

Johnny tiép tuc 1an theo con dudng mdn chay doc dong song, Ngc')n tay ctia cau dimg ngay gan bo ria ctia dam ly. O ddy c6 ba chit: Rimg Vinh Hang,
“Pay | noi g ta s& di dén. Py 1 noi ching ta s& tim dwoc gi.”

“Cau n6i xa voi qué t& hét hiéu nbi roi.”
Johnny gép cubn sach. “Chuyén niy né di nguoc lai. Ngwoc lai thoi nd 18.”

“Caigi?”



“Thoi ky 6 I¢. Tap trung nghe di. Cau thay khong, nhimg ngudi nd & dén xir s nay mang theo t6n gido tin ngudng cta ho. Nhiing chuyén Phi Chau.
Chuyén bo lac. Thanh than stic vét, hnhhontrongnuoc e tin, bua 1. Ho goind I bua ré. Hinh nhan. Nhung nhitng chuyén d6 tot cho ngucndatrang
bmwc}]ang alodaynllonho hc_)g hoi vé Gié-su, Chuqva nhirng thir d6. Ho khongnmonmot bayno }e ngirnranghc_) bmhdang‘gruoc con mit ctia Chua.
Cau thay khong? Néu ban binh dang, thi dau ai ¢d quyen lam chi nhan doi ban. D6 1a suy nghil nguy hi€ém néu cau lam chi mot bay nguoind €.

“Cho nén, ngudi da tring khong mubn ngudi nd 16 hoc chit.”

“Nhung ho da hoc. N6 1¢ Phi chau, n6 1€ Da do. Ho hoc doc va hoc Thanh kinh; nhung ho phai hoc trong kén lit, boi vi chinh ho ciing hiéu su nguy hiém
cta viéc lam nay. Ho thong minh hon nhimg 6ng chind I twong. Ho biét ho s& bi trimg phat vi tin nguong ctia ho. Bi ban di. C6 thé b giét. Cho nén ho
cau nguyén trong rimg ram, trong dim ly. Nhitng noi bi mét. Gidu kin. Cau hiéu khong?”

“Khong.”

“Cunghlnhlmgnmdo]anmannauantoancuanhatho Ho gomhlmgnmdo]a ‘Ru’nginhlnng, va ho dén tu tp & nhitng noi d6 dé cau nguyén
trong bi mat, dé che gidu tin ngudng cta ho tir nhitng nguoi da tring ma khong mudn chia sé tin ngudng cta ho.”

“Rimng Vinh hing? Nhur cai noi trén ban do.”

Johnny gat dau. “Ho qué thong minh dé xAy dung mot nha thes boi vi ho biét ai d6 s& tim ra nd. Nhung trong rimg thi chi c6 g, dam Ry thi chi c6 bin
dat, nuréc va ran rét va nhimg thir tao lao khac. Cho nén d6 Ia nhitg noi ho dén quy tu. Ho ca hat nhitng bai ca ngoi Chiia, nhay miia trén nén dat, va
bicu 1§ tin ngudng moi ctia ho.”

“Nhitng chuyén do6 c6 trong cudn sach?”

Johnny nhin di noi khéc, ngan ngai. “Mot s6 trong d6. Nhung khong phai tit ca.”

“Khong phai tit ca nhimg gi?”

“Co mOt ngudi n6 I tén 1 Isaac, mdt ngudi kiéu nhu Ong muc su. Ong ta day do nhitng ai i khong biét doc. Ong ta khai phong chir nghia, n¥ic du ong
hiéu sy nguy hiém ctia n6.” Johnny ddp mot con mudi vo ve trén co céu va bop ving méu bing ngon cai va ngdn tro. “Roi cudi ctng ho cling bi phat
hién, va ba nguoi nd I bixir gido ngay tai Rung Vinh hing, treo ¢b 1én nhitng c4i cdy ma ho ding dé lam nha the. Ho ciiing s& treo ¢6 Isaac, nhung 6ng
chit ctia 6ng ta can thiép. Ong ta cAm chan dam dong véi stiing trén mot tay va cudn Thanh kinh trén tay kia. Ho n6i | ong ta da goi Chua xubng tir trdi
va doa nat s& bin bé g dan 6ng ndo nhiic nhich mdt bude. Khong ai di can dam thay dbi chuyén d6. Va ong ta da clru mang ngudi nd 18.”

Jack m€ mét nghe cau chuyén. “Chuyén dién tién nhu thé nao?”

“Ong ta mang 6ng Isaac vé nha va gidu bién 6ng trong ba tuan 1&, chd cho dam dong dién loan ngoai kia ngudi ngoai, chd cho mdt sur 4n han nao do
thim sau vao, t6 nghi thé. Sau d6 ong tra tir do cho ngudind 18 do, va cho 6ng ta manh dat noi ma nhitng nguoi cling tin ngudng véi dng ta van cau

nguyén.”
““Va bi xir gido.”
“Ca chuyén d6.”
“Va cau mubn tim gi ndy & d6?”

“Isaac Freemantle song & noi d6 sudt cude doi ong ta. Co thé Freemantle van vay. Con dudng mon di théng dén d6. C6 18 n6 1 con dudng mé ho dira
thi X va tr¢ nguoc lai”

Jack cau may. “Lam sao ni céu biét dugc nhitng didu ndy? Cau nind khong c6 trong sach ma.”
“Ong ky ctia 6 tén 1 John Pendleton Merrimon. Ciing tén voi t6.”
“Rdi sa0?”

“Ong chinh 1 ngurdi mot tay cim siing, tay kia cdm cudn Thanh kinh.”” Johnny virt mdt khiic cy vao ddng lira. “Chinh 6ng 1 nguoi da giai phong cho
Isaac.”

“Thoidi.”
“SII tl'é.t.”

“Va cau nuon di vao khu ddm lay, dé tim ngudi chéu chit hay gi d6 cua 6ng ta, mot g giét nguroi, dé cau hoi tham gii ta vé Alyssa?”” Johnny git dau mot
cach qua quyét, va Jack lc dau. “Céu nghi g3 ta mang no nin gi ciu sao?”

“Té khong nghi g ta biét t& 1 ai”



“Cau I thing ngbe. Y t6 13, cau thi khimng dién hét mrde roi.”

“Dién hét thudc chita.” Giong ctia Johnny cay déng. “That 1 khoi hail”
“Khong phéi chuyén dia cot dau. Céi ndy ngu xudn Eim Johnny. Than kinh!”
“Khong Bm t6 thay ddi  dinh. D6 1a nhimg gi cau da néi”

Jack h}éng guéng dimg Ién, tiéng nd ciia cti than trong ddng lira kéu ti tach. “Chia oi, Johnny. Ga ndy moi giét hai mang nguoi. G s& giét uon ca ching
ta. Chac chan khong chay vao dau.”

Johnny ciing dtmg déy. “P6 1 I do tai sao t& mGi vO céi ndy.” Cau 16i ra ciy stng ctia 6ng chu Steve tir bao stng, va nhitng quy song dau trdu mit
ngya cta lra nhdy mia trén kim loai.

“Cau dién mat roL.”
“Va cau s€ choi ching voi t& chir?”

Jack nhin quanh quan nhu thé tim kiém hé trg; nhung xung quanh khong ¢6 ai. Bong tdi bao triim va bau trdi phi chup xubng, Jack dang rong doi tay va
cdp mit nan ni cau. “Chuyén d8 mot nim roi Johnny.”

“Purng c6 ndi nhur vay!”

Jack nudt nurée bot, nhin mdt céch tuyét vong vé phia dang xa ngoai dong lira; va budng 1 néi. “Con em gi clia cau chét toi mit rdi.”

Johnny vung manh hét strc binh sinh. Cti d4m tring vio mdt bén it ciia Jack va hén kin ding ra dét. Johnny dimg ngay trén ngudi cta Jack, hoi tho cua
cdu nhu 14 ¢4 kinh v& trong thanh quan, cy sting la mt vat mang sirc néng trén tay cu. Trong gidly phit do, thang ban lon tudi nhat khong phai 14 ban,
ma 1a ké thi ctia cdu; Johnny kinh ngac tai sao cau lai nghi Jack c6 thé hon nhur vdy. Sau d6 cdu nhin thay sy kinh hai trén khuon mét ctia thang ban.

S nong gidn vut thoét ra khdi co thé ctia Johnny, va cau bong nhién nhén théy bau trdi bét thinh finh den thim va to n. Cu théy chinh c4i ban lai dign
myc cua cau qua cdp it cua Jack, va biet, biet rat 13, cau Ia mdt thang dién khing, Nhung di€u ay cling khong thay d6i duge chuyén gi.

“T6 phai di day.”

Niém tay ¢im ctia Johnny budng thong, Jack ddy ngudi dimg Ién tir dudi dét.
“Lam on, dumg bét t& phai di mot minh.”

Ban dang doc truyén Kfnic Cau Hon dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chwong 34: Chwong 33

Hunt ché ba Katherine Merrimon trd vé can nhd nhd ¢ ngoai ria thi xa. Ong c6 ging mot lﬁp khoi mao cau chuyén, nhung ba ta khong hé phéan timg,
Ding xe trén duong dan vao nha, 6ng nhin xuyén qua 16p ctra kinh va cau may. “Khi ba thay chiéc xe la trén duong phd dém khuya hémno, n6 dau o
chd nao?”

Ba Katherine chi va Hunt nhin Ién huéng con duong, qua ngon dén ¢ phia xa. “N6 dau I I & déng kia. Méy nd. T6i chua timg bao gio thiy n6 trude
day.”

“No thudc loai xe gi?”’

“T6i nghii n6 1 mdt xe tudn tiu clia canh sat.”

“Tai sao lai | xe canh sat? Dicu gi khién ba ca quyét nhur vay?”

“Trong n6 nhur thé. Mot chiée xe to bbn cira. N6 ¢6 céi hinh dang d6. Nhin nhu 1 xe tuan tidu ciia canh sat.”
“Trén noc xe ¢d dan deén khong?”

“Khong Chi i hinh dang nhur vAy.” Ba tr6 vao chiéc 6 t6 mi ca hai dang ngdi. “Nhu chiée nay day.”

“Chiéc xe ddi Crown Victoria?”’
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“N6 nhin y chang chiéc xe ndy. Xe M. To 1on. Toi khong biét. Troi tdi miv. Toi khong quan tim vé 6 t6. Toi khong biét vé ching,”
“Va nd chay khi nao?”

“Khi t6i di bd gin vé hudng ctia nd.”

“No6 chay di hudng nao?

Ba chi, va Hunt mot an nita cau méy. “Toi nghil ba khong nén cu tra & ddy, khong nén khi nhitng chuyén nhur thé nay xay ra.”
“Vay t6i ¢ noi ndo khac bay gio?”” Ba ta chd doi mdt cau tra 101, “Nha ong u?”

“To1 khong phai hang ngurdi nhu vay, ba Katherine.”

“Tét c4 dan 6ng déu nhr viy.” Ba khong thé gidu giém sur cay déng, Ba nhin théing vao 6ng va Hunt bi choang boi cudng do cia nd. D6i mét méu xanh
ngoc bich. Qua mét mdi, ra roi. To cha g Ken Holloway, Hunt nghi. T6 cha han da lam cho Katherine nhu ngay hom nay.

“T6i dang nghi dén mot khach san. Mot noi chdn an danh.”

Ba ta chéc phai nghe duoc ndi ai oan trong giong n6i ctia Hunt. “Toi xin 161, ba néi. “Piéu d6 khong cong bang. Ong 1 nguoi khong ¢6 gi ngoai sur toan
hao tuyét dbi.”

“Nhur vy ¢ nghia ba sg lam chir?”

“Johnny c6 thé tré vé nha. Toi cin phai cé mit & ddy vi chuyén d6.”

“Ba Katherine...”

“Khong”

“Nhur vy t6i s& chi thi mdt xe tuin tiéu ddu trén dudng phd.”

“Piéu d6 ciing khong”

“O day khong an toan,” Hunt n6i. “Nhiéu chuyén xay ra ma ching t6i khong im sao hiéu noi.”

“Mot chiée xe tuan tidu s& im Johnny kinh sg. Néu nd b nha di hoang, t6i mudn n6 biét n ¢ thé tré vé& nha khong, Lam sao n6 ¢6 thé biét duogc didu
d6 néu cdm dau xe ngay trudc nha?”’

Ba Katherine mo canh cira xe phia bén ba. “Cam on ong da dua i v&, ong Tham tir. Toi s& 6n thoi.”
Tham tir Hunt budc ra ngoai xe va dat hai tay ctia 6ng trén noc xe. “T6i mudn kiém tra ngdi nha.”
“T6i mudn duge ¢ yén mdt minh.”

Hunt do xét con duong boi sy dau kho «cua ba dang iét 0 Ong chét dan chét mon. Ong timg thdy sw can dam ciia ba trude day, va ong cling théy sur can
dam 4y suy sup. N6 ciing gidng nhur ngdi nhin mdt cdy gd do sup hay mot dong song can nurde. Ong nhin can nha t5i den, rdi nhin ba. “Lam on,” éng noi.

“Néu ong yéu cau.”

A

Hunt phat hién cira s6 bi dap vor chi ba gidly sau. “Ba hdy tré vio xe,” ong nbi, va rit sing ra. “Vao ngay trong xe va khoa cira lai.”
Ba chay tia vé huéng canh cira nha.

“Ba Katherine!”

“Toi da ddi 6 khoa. Ong khong thiy sao? D6 i Johnny.”

Hunt ndm duoc tay ba trén cac bac thém va kéo ngwoc ba trd lai. “Chd mot chit,” ong ndi. “Chd ngay tai ddy.” Sau d6 ong goi Ion tiéng, “Johnny.” Ong
thir cira trudc. N6 mo dé dang, “Tohnny. Pay i Tham tir Hunt va me ctia cau.” Khong 1oi dap. Hunt gio mot tay Ién. “Pimg & day.”

Bén trong, Hunt bét cong tic cac bong dén. Nhimg manh kinh v& 1ong lanh trén nén tham Qng kiém tra cac phong phia sau nha, mo hét dén dude lén.
Khi 6ng trd xuong hanh lang, dng thay ba Katherine trong phong khach. Ong tra stng trd' vé bao. “Khong c6 ai. Nha trong khdng,”

Ba ngdi trén ghé sofa va giir than minh yén king,

“C6 thir gi mat khong?” Ba néi khong, va Hunt budc lai gan hon. “C6 thir gi bi mét cap khong?”



Ba nhin 1én, hai nit w6t dim va trdng rong,

“Toi s& kiém tra san vuon,” Hunt ndi. “T6i mudn ba nhin xung quanh va ndi cho t6i biét ba thiy mét nhitng gi.”

“Khong giai quyét duoc viée gi dau. Toi da khong thiy bét cir thir gi ca nim troi nay rdi. Toi s& khong biét dugc néu thir g d6 bién mt.”

Hunt hiéu, nhung bo qua. “Kiém tra phong ngii ctia Johnny. Bt dau tir chd do.”

“Puge roL.”

Ba di vé hudng hanh lang, Pén phong Johnny sang, Ba nghe thy tiépg chin Hunt roi khoi can nha, sau d6 dimg ¢ ctra ra vao phong Johnny. Ba nhanra,
dimg tir ngoai nhin vao, can phong nay qua xa la voi ba. Bao nhiéu lin ba da timg vao can phong ndy, ba tir hoi. Ba lin? Nam Ian? Va bao nhiéu lan tinh
tao? Khong Ian nao, ba nghi. Ca ndim vira qua Ia nhitng ngay mi mo trdi qua. Ba an. Ba ngii. G& Ken Holloway dén r6i di. Phong con trai ba 1a cho xa la
Vo1 ba.

Con trai ba, ba nhan ra, Ia mot ké xa la voi ba.

Ba kiém tra t0 quan 4o, nhung khong thé biét nhitng gi Ié ra phéi co & trong d6. Tuwong tw véi ngin kéo va ngin ké. Ba khong nhé co bao gio ba mua
quan 4o cho con, hay gt giii chiing. Johnny da lam nhitng chuyén nay, ba nhan ra. Céu nau nwréng. Céu giat giii. Ba lay tay che miéng, thon thire, tran
ngap ndi xtic dong.

Con trai ba dau rdi?

Ba tim thiy mot cai vali hanh 1y dudi gam girdng. N6 I cai i cii k§ va toi ta, khong co d4u higu ndo quen thudc. Ba 16i n6 ra va khiéng vt nd lén trén
giwong. Ba mo valira va chét ling. Khuon mit ctia Alyssa.

Johnny va 6ng chdng ctia ba.

Nhitng tAm anh nidm ngay trong nép vali. N6 tap hop ctia dnh sang ban mai va con céi ba; doi sbng, nhur 14 10 hira hen. Hai it ba chay bung lén, ¢6
hong ba thit chat, va ba s& vao mdt trong nhitng tam anh do.

Alyssa.

Con bé mdt tay 6m choang Iy ¢ ctia thing anh. Hai dtra nhe hai ham ring nham nhé nhu quy quai ranh con.

Johnny.

Trong vali, ba tim thiy mdt tam anh kho 8x10 ctia chong ba. Ong méic chiéc 4o thun méu xanh va quanh bung Ia c4i théit hng da c6 tii da dyng do sira
chira. Ong dimg nghiéng ngurdi vé hudng ong kinh, kho¢ manh va nu cuoi rang rd, mai toc den tuyén tod sang... Mat kinh rim che giau doi nit ong,
nhung ba bict ching nhur th ndo, xanh dam, sang quéc va khong hé biét chin bude. Trong gid' phit ndy, ba ngdp tran niem an hin vi nhimg trach méng
ma ba bua xudng dau 6ng, vi nhitng diéu cay doc ba quat mang ong. Sau do sy bue tirc phong vt 1én dinh dién: N6 1a 161 6 6ng ta! L& ra 6ng ta khong
bao gio nén dé cho con bé di bd mot minh ve nha.

Nhung gian dir chi phi thoi gian. “Bay gio anh & dau, Spencer?”

Khong ¢6 cau tra 1oi cho cau hoi d6. Ong ta da bo di.

Nhitng ngdn tay ctia ba cham vao timg mon trong cai vali 6, db ctia Alyssa. Nhitng con thi nhdi bong, cubn nhat ky ciia con bé.

Lam thé nao?

Ba da d6t hét nhimg thir nay, tit ca ching, D4t tt ca trong ba tuan I dién loan vi thudc sai. Ba nhdc con ciru bong & dudi day vali én va ép mét ba vao
nd, co gang tim kiem dau d6 mdt it hirong xura con virong van.

“Katherine.”
Giong Hunt chi con 1 thir gi @6 & noi that xa x6i. Con thi nhdi bong wét ddm nurde mét. “Hay di di,” ba noi.

“Dét dai nha cira tao thanh sach s8.” Ong ta & trong hanh lang. Nhitng budc chin ctia ong lim rung dong san gd va su rung dong Ay cham vao hai dau
g0i ctia ba.

“Pung c6 vao day.”
Ong dirg ngay & cira.

“Dimng vao phong” Ba cam thdy mdt sur sup do, & dau do sau thim, dong chay cta tiém thirc qua cudng nhiét va kich liét im sup d6 bét ctr thanh quach
nao ma ba dung lén. Khong cé thuoc sdi, ba nhur tran trudng giita dong song.



“Ba Katherine...”

“Hay dé cho t6i yén.” Con ciru mém mai trong ban tay ba. “Téi van lay 6ng.”

Hunt i ra xa, va b nghe tiéng cénh cira déing trurée déng lai. Ba nhin con ctru: hai it den, sang, 16ng tréing qué doi nhu mdt d4m may trong mdt ngity
nang tuyét voi. Ba ommit va hit mot hoi, nhung khong con sot lai chit huong xura cua dira con gai. Chi ¢4 cai mili ngai ngdi cta chiée vali ciiky va
khong gian khong sach s€ dudi mit cai giwong trong vang,

Ba cho cho dén khi xe Hunt roi khoi nha, sau d6 dimg ddy trén doi chan t& cimg va mo clra. Swong miy dan Xam lan toan b khong trung. Ba bude
ngang qua duong dan xi-méng dén tan ngoai bo ria cta san nha, dén cai noi co dai moc cao ngat nguong, cudi cung thay mot thir nhip nhanh miu tréing
va cam Mat vai phit dé ba timra chai thudc oxycotin va mang né vao trong nha. Ba khoa ctra. Ba Iac cai hop va nhirng vién thube roi ra ngoai. Ba chon
lay bon vién, cho vao mom va nu6t kho ching. Sau d6 ba di vao girong ngii ctia Johnny, cap con ctru dudi mot canh tay va ném kn trén tam chan trai
giuong. Ba nhin cham cham nhiing bire anh, va trong sudt muoi phit dai ba chiu dung noi dau; doan, tudng nhur ¢6 mot ban tay mém mai dan ba dén noi
trt &n, noi ba ¢4 thé chiu dung cai cam gidc cham tay vao nhitng birc anh ma c4u con trai da giau qua k¥ va qua lau. Ba c6 the noi tén timg nguoi ma
khong dau kho, va trong tim tri ba, ba c6 thé thay ho dang dan di v€ mdt noi rat xa.

sk

Hunt I4i that chdm xung quanh khu vire. Ong kiém tra nhimng con dudng nho va cac duong dan vio nha, nhung khong phat gidc duoc diéu gi bit thuong
Nhimng can nha yén lang va tinh mich, nhirg con duong dan vao nha d4u kin xe ban tai, xe tai cho hang, va nhiing chiéc xe mét moi. Khong c6 chiée xe
to 1on ndo véi dong co dang nb méay. Khong hinh béng ndo thap thd dimg sau cira so.

Khi vong tr6 lai con dudng dén nha ba Katherine, ong chon mjt noi thét can than: ¢t xa v6i nhing can nha dé khong qudy rdy ai, nhung dii gan dé thay
neu aido lai vang. Ba ta khong mubn c6 chiée xe tudn tidu ndo trén duong pho. Khong sao. Nhung ong tir ch01 dé ba lai mdt minh, & ngay c4i noi bo ria
61 thdm ctia dit thir nay. Ong cho xe 1& ra khoi dudng 16, ha cira kinh xudng va tit may. Ong xem gid. Mudn rdi.

D¢ nén su cdn rirt cia 101 10, ong goi dién cho ciu con trai va ndi voi hén khoé ctra nha, khoi dong hé théng bao dong,

“Bb s& khong vé nha dém hom nay?”

“B6 xin 161, Allen. Dém nay thi khong thé. Con an t6i chura?”

“Con khong doi.”

Hunt nhin dong ho an nira. Ong chiri thé ba vo da bo ong di, sau d6 nh lai nhitmg gi anh con trai noi. C6 thé 1a do 101 & ong. Ngay tai day, lai mot lan
nira, lai thém mdt dém dng xa gia dinh vi nghiép di. Ong nglrng xe ¢ day 1a do dng tu nguyén.

Khong lién quan gi dén cong viée.
Hoan toan khong nhu vay.

Ong nhin xudng con duong dan vao nha ba Katherine. D4 diam vang vai trén mét dudng den dm. Ong thay dén dude xuyén qua cdy cdi, va tu hoi néu
ong c6 niit tai day, trong chirng li€u nan nhan ¢ the 1a bat ky ai khac hay khong, Nan nhan c6 thé 1a bat cir ai hay chi ba ta.

“Nghe nay Allen...”

Nhung dién thoai da cip. Khong c6 ai & dau diy bén kia.

Hunt clip may va nam thip nguoi xudng ghé. Ong trong chimg nhirng chiéc xe Ia, va gi Ken Holloway. Ong nghi vé ba giov dang ¢6 ddc trong can nha
lot thom ngoai kia, va khi, nhidu gior sau do, ong chop mat, 6ng mo ming mang b ra khoi noi chdn 4y. Ca hai ngdi trong mot chiéc 6 t6, cira s6 ha
xudng, va Ong thiy ba phong thai nhur xua. Gio thic 1ong 1ong vao i toc cua ba. Ba dét mit tay lén mit 6ng, goi tén 6ng, va anh sang ban ngay hién 19,
nhiing dong nuée nmngotngao chay tir domntba N6 la mot glac mo than tién, nhung khi tinh giéc, ong bi vop bé va khong vui vé gi. Mt troi moi
chdm moc, ning chiéu vao mét ong, va gide mo ciing chi phan tréc nhur sy dia cot clia anh séng. Pién thoai clia dng reo vang,

“U.” Hunt dui gidc ngi khoi hai mit va ngdi cao hon.

“T61 Yoakum day.”

Anh it troi cit vao mit khong thirong tiéc. Ong ha tim chin néng mit troi xudng. “Chuyén gi d6 John?” Hunt liéc nhin dong hd. 721 séng

“To1 vira moi ra khoi hién truong chd nha Burton Jarvis.” Yoakum ngimg mdt lat va Hunt nghe mdt giong néi & déng sau. Mot con ché sta inh 6i hai lin.
“Ong can phai ra ngoai nay.”

Tay Hunt tim m& chia khod trén c6 tay lai. “Noi toi nghe.”

“Chiing t61 tim duge mot tir thi.”



“C6 phai la Alyssa Merrimon?”

Yoakum dang héng iy giong. “Téi nghi chiing ta tim duoc kha nhiéu tir thi.”

Cannha ciia Jarvis t6i sim va yén Eing nhur t& khi Hunt cho xe chay vao dudng dan. Khong c6 xe tun tiéu. Khong c6 tham tir ndo khéc. Chi c6
Yoakum, xanh xao va chua co rau, nhai lép nhép keo bac ha dung trong hop sit. Doi gidy ong ta dinh dAy bun dit, quan ong u6t dam tir dau gbi tro
xubng. Dimg ké bén 6ng 13 Mike Caulfield, mot trong s rat it s quan ctia s& canh sét duroc biét phai vé don vi quan khuyén. Mot st quan thim nién ba
muroi ndm phuc vy, on~g ta cao va gu lung, \{01 do; ban tay lo 16n, chai sam va mjt chom téc den tuyen chiic chin phai duge nhuom Ong ta mac bo qpan
40 vai gai, cling w6t dam va dinh day bun dat. K€ bén ong ta 1a con ché lai dang bi budce day xich ma 6ng ta da tirg ding n6 dé€ tao thanh khu nha dat
cta gi Levi Freemantle. Ca hai gap Hunt khi 6ng budc ra khoi xe.

“Yoak.” Hunt gat, nhin 6ng s quan quin khuyen “Mike.” Trong ho mét moi cang thing, ca hai. Con ché khong hé nhiic nhich hoac chép nit. N6 nhin
ong chi nd. “Ong chura goi dién vé xin yém trg sa0?”

Yoakum déng cai néip ddy trén hop sit dung keo bac ha. “Toi mudn 6ng nhin cai nay trude da.” Ho bude vé hudng canh rimg phia ding sau nha. “No6i
cho 6ng ta nghe di, Mike.”

Ong Mike git gh. “Toi thire gidc som 1sang hom nay. Thong thuong, khi toi ddy sémnhu vy, t6i thich di san; nhung toi quyét dinh thir tao thanh noi nay
mot lin chét.” Ong ta chi vé huéng dang trude. “Toi van im viée theo 6 ban cd, thiy khong, trong 16 trinh tir can choi Nhung t6i quyét dinh dep trd do,
chi mot an nay théi, chi dé gidin bap thit hai chan. T6i dén day lic nam gid' sang va di mot dudng thing tudt ra bo song. Xa khoang chimg hai dam.”

Ba ngudi di bd qua cin choi van con quin chit trong bang nhyra miu vang, Mike budc di khéng ngin ngai, hup tranh nhing cy canh, vira di vira ni
chuyén. “T6i di xa khoang hon mjt dam khi con Tom bat dau vénh tai lén. Pi thém mdt trim mét nita thi n6 dién khting nhur dudi woi”” Mike lai hup dau
né canh cdy mot lan nita, xau ho. “Pai khai [ nhur vay.”

“T6i dén don hoi s6m tinh mo,” Yoakumnéi. *“Va toi nhan ot dién goi.”

Ho ph4 dudng xuyén qua mdt bui cdy, bude qua mdt dong sudi i hep nude chay it va ddy sudi tro d4 granite. Mt trdi chéch giira céc gde cy da xam
Nhiét do gia ting. Yoakum truot chan mdt in va ngd chii dau gbi xudng

“Miii gi vay?”” Hunt hoi. N6 ngot ngio mdt cach bénh hoan va ngim ngim. Mot chiit thoang thoang trong gidy phit, va tiép sau B mii tanh hoi ndng néc.
“Bai rac nam & hudng d6.” Ong Mike chi. “Khoang mdt hodc hai dam Ong c6 thé ngiri mii ctia n6 khi g6 giat manh.”

Ho di b xa hon, va Hunt thiy di tai con ch6 dung dimg lén. au n6 ngang cao, mili dua 1én v hit ha; sau d6 6 dim mii xudng sat dudi dat va bat dau
kéo cang day xich. Chi ché bat gap anh mat Hunt. “Ong hi€u y t6i nhu the nao roi chu?”

Ho di qua bui rdm sau cing 10 bude vao mdt Iong chao to rong va nong Nhitng cay ho 0 clmg cao ngat nguong nhu bia mo. La cay chét, am thép va
muc rira, im thanh tAm tham cho san nha rimg rAm Ba l4 ¢ miu cam trd én tir 1ong dat. Ching bé nho, gin chit trén mdt cdy cim sit cimg. Ngodi ra,
mit dat khong hé c6 dau hiéu dao boi. “Ong chéic nhitng chd do 1a thi thé?” Hunt hoi.

Mike dira tay ra hiéu cho con ch6 va nd ngdi xuong hai mét cham cht, miii n6 rong, nhung ngoai ra tuyét 601 yen lang. “Ba nuroi ndm, Tham tir Hunt, va
day 14 con ché thong minh nhit ma toi cham soc. Ong s& tim thy thi thé nguoi dudi nhimg 14 co miu cam dy.”

Hunt git dau va nhin ddi theo nhimg 14 cd, sang ruc va bé nho trong cai long chdo to rong, da timg duoc v d4t khai hoang, Ching cach nhau mot
khoang cach kha xa, c6 thé khoang hai muroi mét. “Thém ba céi xAc nira. T6 cha.”

Mike va Yoakum trao ddi c4i nhin v6i nhau. Hunt bét gap. “Chuyén gi day?”
“Toi chi c6 ba 1a co,” Mike noi.

“C6 nghia 142

Mike vb v& con cho. “Cé nghia, t6i can thém ¢o.”

Hunt nhin chém chéim vao khudn it ciia ong chii chd. Hai tai ong ta ongruxuongvmnhu’ngkhuc ganxun, rrmongtakhoamdalvaungdo D61 mbi
ong ta tré ra tro tro khong tw nhién, va Hunt biét ong ta dang chd doi mdt cau hoi. <Y 6ng mudn ndi ring ngoai kia con nhidu thi thé nira?”

Mike hi mdt hoi vao trong khén tay. Ong gat dau mt lan, va 1op da trén ¢b ciia ong ta gip nép. “Toi nghi nhur vAy.”
Hunt nhin Yoakum. “Ga Jarvis im chii ménh dét nay bao lau roi?”

Khuén mat Yoakum lanh o. ‘“Hai muroi tur nam.”

“Chua Jesus.”

“Ong mudn t6i im gi?” Yoakum hoi.



Hunt nhin én, thdy I4 cay chuyén dong va 19 ra nhimg méang troi xanh nham nhé ¢t moi hinh thii. “Goi vé don. Huy dong tit ca nhan sur ra ngoai nay.”
Yoakum budc ra chd khac va md dién thoai. Ong Mike hi miii ctia minh mt An chét, sau d6 nhét khin vao tii quén sau. “Con toi thi sa0?” Ong hoi.
“Cho ché lm viée,” Hunt n6i. “Ching ta s& tur tao mdt it c&y dénh déu.”

“Véng, thua 6ng’ > Ong Mike ra hiéu bang tay va con ch6 phong nhanh khong chin chir. Miii chiii xubng, dudi viron cao, nd bit diu mot con dudng
thing, dinh sdn. Hunt cam thiy mot ln gié nhe thdi ¢ co.

Mili néng nic cta bii rac dang lén.
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Chwong 35: Chuong 34

MEit troi én cao gin dot cdy khi Johnny lay nhe Jack bang chan. Dbng lira da tan va xAm xit, c4i mén néng trich véi swong dém. “Pén gio r6i,” Johnny
noi.

Jack chép mét nhin Johnny, cu ta d3 chinh t& 4o quin va sin sang, Hin gii ¢d. “T6 bj ching n6 in song”

“Té ciing vay.” Johnny chia ra mot canh tay va 16i Jack dtmg ddy. “Mubn an cai gi 16t da khong?”

“Tui minh c6 gi?”

“Xtic xich hop hodc bo dau phong, Minh hét banh mi roi.”

“Con nude nho lon khong?”

“Khong.”

Jack Fic du. “T¢ khong an dau.”

Johnny giii bui khoi tim mén, sau d6 dumg t& bén trong can nha kho. Hai tay ctia cdu lem JAmday bd hong tir ddng lra. Cau nghi vé nhitng chuyén linh
thiéng ma khong hé linh thiéng chiit ndo, va cdy stng nhét dudi 40 Jacket. Cau da ngdi rit khuya, xoay | khédu sting theo vong trai khé, nghiéng nong sting
nguoc lai voi dnh sang, Céu xoa ngdn tay céi udt bén hong cay sing, nhamnong vao déng Itra va ¢b giing giir ving doi tay minh dudi sirc nang cta sing.
Céunghi v& Levi Freemantle va tir nhi ring cdu biét minh dang im tro g, 1di quyét dinh chuyén d6 ciing khong 1 vn d&. Cubi cing, chi ¢6 Jack 1 ¢6
su Ira chon.

“Cau khong phai di voi t6.”

Jack nhtin vai dudi cai 4o jacket. “Cau la ban than nht cla t&.”

“Té noi that ddy,” Johnny noi.

“Va td ciing vay.”

Johnny nhét tim mén vio trong cai tii, sau d6 ghi chit nhimg cai dai. “Camon, ban J.”

“Dirng 6 trd thanh ga mai la dugc.”

“T¢ khong, Té chinoi vay...”

“T6 biét caundi gl

Johnny mé canh cira xe tai. “San sang chura?”

“Lén duong.”

Johnny 14i xuyén qua canh ddng tro gde ra va dudi nhitng tang cy I6n. Ra khoi canh rimg, ho di qua canh cbng, sau d6 theo con dudng hai lan xe di’vé
hurdng bac dén ving ven quén hat. Johnny giit tay lai trén nhitng con durong cau bict 13, sau d6 1& hurdng dong, di xuyén qua khu wire nha tién ché, dén

mot con duodng la ddc thoai thodi, xa Sién thi xa va nhirg nhdm gia cu bao quanh n6. Ho i xe qua nhiing rudng nho va nhirng birc twong dé, di tht sau
vao ving dong qué bat ngat day do van con nhitng can nha to 16n cua thoi ky ndi chién vuon cao trén nhiing canh dong dap don. Mot 1an cau ding xe.
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Cau so sanh ban d trong sach va ban d6 dudng phd ctia Quéan hat Raven. “Cau c6 biét bon minh dang & dau khong?”” Jack hoi.

Nhung Johnny khong tré 1oi. Céu tr mét nhin xubng con dudng, sau d6 It xe vao mit doan duong ci, nirt nét trong cang ngiy cang hep di. Cau lfiém
tra bang chi duong hai lan, sau do 1& trdi vao con duong mot kin xe den tham do doc xudng khoang vai dam cho dén khi nd quat hudng phai va ket thic
bang mjt con duong trai soi. Johnny dimg xe. Ngoai trir nhitng con qua den d4u trén day kém gai, khong c6 thir gl xung quanh chuyén dich. “Cu ngri
thay gi khong?”” Johnny hoi.

3 4K116 ng kEl

“Con song. N6 chay udn khiic vé hudng dong ngay ngoai ving ven do, sau do cit tr lai. T6 nghi bon minh dang ¢ khodng mudi hai dm vé hudng bic
cta thi xa. C6 thé chéch vé hudng dong mdt chitt.” Cau chi xudng con duong da dam. “Té nghi né day roi.”
Jack nhin xung quanh nhitng canh cdy, canh dong va tiéng gié thoi trong khong gian yén king, “Cau nghi day I cai gi?”

“Pé xem” Johmy 1& xe qua hudng phéi va banh xe bin rdo rao da dam Dixa hon khoang nira dim, xe ciu vurot qua tim bang méu vang ghi hang chit:
CHAM DUT BIA PHAN TIEU BANG. Ngay lp ttrc sau d6, rimg giad phu chup tir bé. M vi dong song gia ting. Con dudng lai r& 1én hudng bic
mot in nita. Johnny chi vé huéng phéi. “Con song phia bén kia. Tui minh dang di song song.” C4u li xe khoang mit ddm nita va qua canh cong dau
tién. Cong mo, nhung bang bao khong thé nham Bn. DAT TU NHAN. CAM XAM PHAM.

Johnny phét 1o.

Canh cdng thir hai dong, nhung khong khod. No 1a canh cong nhom da gi sét theo thoi gian, thong ¢ gilta nhur thé bi mot chlec xe taindo de laiva va
vao. N6 treo trén cdy cot tru im bang tuyét ting, va mdt phan thip hon ctia canh cong nidm tura 1én trén con dudng noi nd oan xudng. “Mé cong ra!”

Jack phong ra khoi xe va kéo canh cong mo. Co & mép dudng cong rap dudin, va Johnny I chiée xe di qua cong. Jack déng cong sau khi xe di qua.

Ho lot thém vao trong ving nurdc ménh mong, thé}: con song den ngdm va chim ri nhur dau chay, Johnny chi vao khoanh dét co bi san phing noi con
sOng tran ngap bo ke trong tran bao wira qua. “Cho nay s€ 1a dam lay.”

Con duong ubn cong xa dan v6i dong séng, va dam Ay bt diu ép vao tir hai phia. Con duong ning cao 1én gin mit mét, cho dén khind la mot dai dat
cao trén nén d4t mém va nurée den ngdm séng sanh anh Ién qua nhimg thin cay. Johnny cua xe va ti xiu can phai con riia ndm phoi néing ¢ ngay gitra
duong. Mai ctia né rong khoang sau muroi phan chidu ngang, den duia, dy rong tao kho bam vao. Cau bé li tranh con riia v n ngoéc rong cai mdm
khi ca hai da di qua.

Con dudng dbe xudng mot 1an chét, sau d6 viron én cao tré thanh doan cau dai bac ngang dam lay. Ho 1i vao mdt noi trong hoac, sau d6 ngoc kén trén
mdt md dat. Hai bén duong, nurée hum hip kéo dai xa thim thim, bé mét phémg Iy ctia nurée bi lam hong boi nhitng cay d6, mot nira chim dwdi nude,

va nhitng bui ¢6 vuron lén khoi mét nu6e khi long dat viron Ién cao thanh con. Phia bén kia cay cau, dat kho bam chit vao dam ly. J ohmny dirng xe tai
Trude con dat, soi da it di 1di sau d6 khong con nita khi con duong chi con lai vét xe cii ching chit, dat den can ngang bai ly va bién miét trong rimg
tham Nhirng canh cay khong 16 la da trén mit d4t va nhitng ré cai kéo dai nhu chidu cao mdt con ngudi trude khi chim vao 1ong dét.

Johnny cho xe chay vurot qua cdy cau bic ngang dam Iy, ding lai 6 O cai thom cubi cing co 4nh nng it troi va tt may xe. Khong gian yén tinh, 1di sau
d6 am thanh ctia ddm ]ay tr6 lai. Ban dau 14 nhimg tiéng nho nho, 1di gia ting nhur nhing ndt nhac phét ra tir cy sdo. ¢} ngay ria nurée, mot con co dam
m6 xubng viing bim rdi kéo lén trong tron. N6 rinh md mot quang, sau d6 dimg chét trin, mdt con it ngé nghiéng nhin xuéng nurdc. Hai anh con trai
tréo ra khoi xe tai. Johnny thiy tAm bang tir dang xa ba mét. Mot nira da bi che phu boi cay kim ngn va nhiing thir ddy leo kinh hai khac, duong nhu nd
cii ki nhur tt ca moi thir xung quanh, mot tAm bang qua nam thang mura gio ctiky dong dinh vao ci cdy. Johnny git bung nhirng dam déy leo. Chir
duoc khic sdu vao trong gb, nhitng vét cit sau, den ngdm nhur thé bi ddt chéy.

RUNG VINH HANG, 1853.

“N6 1a chd nay.” Johnny ki budc.

“Chd ma nguoi ta xir gido nhirng ngwdi d6.”

“Chuyén d6 da lu Bmroi.”

“Chd ndy I chd chét, Johnny. Tui minh khong nén dén déy.”

“Prng dé su tudng tuong cua cdu chay trdn mét khoi cau.”

“N6 bay Ién cao va bien mét r6i.”

Johnny 1o di 101 n6i ctia cu ban mot lic lu. Day leo kim ngin tiét ra mii duong trong khong khi, va céu dat hai ngon tay vao hang chir khic dgo tho
nham “Chi la mdt dia danh,” Johnny néi d6i. Con co md tring con €ch, x¢€ xac nd ra trong bun dat. “Chi la mdt dia danh.”

Johnny lia mt hon da va tao nhig vong song loang trén miit nuée den thdm Con cd dap canh bay én, con éch van ngo ngudy tuyét vong trong md con
¢0. “Cau c6 thyc su nghi ai d6 song & ngoai nay khong?”’

Johnny nhin Ién trén cao, xoay dau. “Khong c6 dudng ddy dién. Khong day dién thoai. C6 thé i khong”



“D6 1 tin t5t nhat ma t6 nghe durge trong sudt ngay homnay.”

Johnny nhin quanh duéi nhig tang cdy. Céu di chuyén dudi cac nhanh ciy va cam nhin duoc nhiét d6 dang ha xudng. Tang cdy viron Ién cao nhur
vuong cung thanh dudng tinh ling.

“Con chiéc xe ban tai thi sa0?”

Johnny quay nhin tré lai. Thing ban cau dang niu iy 4nh sang nit troi, mot ban tay dit trén vo kim loai néng bong. “Qué 6n a0. Minh bo n6.”

“That sao?”

“Chtr sao nira.”

Jack budc vao trong bong rim. “Bay gio thi yén king,” Johnny n6i. Va canh rimg nudt chimg bon ho.

C6mdd bo xubng hién truong nha Jarvis: com thanh phd, cém quan hat. Ai d6 nhéic nhé cuc canh sat tiéu bang, nhung Hunt bac bo dé nghi. Trong sudt
murdi bay nam, Ong timg thiy toan nhimg tranh chip va xAu xé khi qua nhiéu ngén tay thd vao cing mdt céi banh. Giir nd 1 chuyén cua dia phuong. Gitr
chét n6. Nhung den gio pht nay ho da cambay cdy cd, qué tai voi mot vin phong kham nghiém y khoa dia phirong. Béc si Moore tién dén gin Hunt
v6i anh it budn rau, sy hd hoi thuong ngdy tiéu tan. Ong deo ging tay bam dinh dAy nhing thir den dta. DA gin hai go ddng hd ong dao béi qua nhiéu
ting Iop dét chi & mdt khu vire duy nhét, rdi danh ddu bang cd. Ong tim thiy méu xwrong va ring, mt it ménh vun 40 quan b phan hiy. Hunt giit tit ca
moi ngurdi ngoai trir Yoakum & mot khoang cach xa. Ho di quanh khu vure ngoai ria, ndi chuyén thi thao khi mit troi leo cao.

“Béc si.” Tham tir Hunt nhin day nghi van.

Bac siMoore [ic dau, sau d6 lau mit bang khin tay dinh ddy bin dét. “N6 1 mot dira tré,” 6ng noi. “Gai. Chin dén murdi hai tudi, t6i phong doan nhur
vay.”

Hunt bt dugc 4nh mét ctia Yoakum. “Bao lau rdi?”

“Cb bé Ay chét bao lau r6i?”

“Nhiéu nam. T6i chura thé ndi chéic chin. Lic nay thi chua.”
“Nguyén do tir vong?”

Vibac sico rut nguoi lai. Hai vai ong rit xubng, P61 moi tré xubng, “Co mdit cai 16 trén xwrong so.” Ong chi vao phan xwrong cong ngay dang sau 16 tai.
“Hién gio qua sdomdé co6 thé ndi nhi€u hon nhu vay.”

“Sting ban?” Yoakum hoi. “Vat tay dap vao?”
“Ca hai. Hoac c6 thé khong phai cai ndo. Hién gi qué som.”
“Con nhitng khu vue hién trirong khac thi sao?”

Bac siMoore di anh méit budn rau nhin nhing l c& danh dau. “Toi can thém tro gitp. Toi da goi giam ddc kham nghiém tir thi & Chapel Hill. Ong ta
dang biét phai nguoi dén.”

“Chiing t6i c6 thé 1am gi khac cho ong?”” Hunt hoi.

Bac siMoore hat dau, chi v& hudng nhitng nhéin vién cong hre quy tu ngoai ving ven hién trudng, “Hay mang ho di hét chd khéac.”

“Ho lam 6ng vurdng chan ban tay?”

“Chéing gitp ich duoc g.”

Hunt git dau. Bac s Moore n6i ding. “Téi s& thi hanh 161 yéu cau.”

“Camon.” Bac si Moore gio mt tay Ién, sau d6 mét nhoc 1€ bude trd vé khumo.

“Mubn 61 lam chuyén d6 khong?”” Yoakum hoi, nhin chim vao Canh sat trudng,

Hunt nhinh mép cudi rudi. “Bo dng nghi tdi khong dam sd cua véi ong ta sao?”’

“Toi nghi Ong ta dang tim mdt céi ¢ € bai nhigm dng va mang e hrong com tiéu bang vao. Didu d6 s& gitr moi chuyén ém dep, gidi toa ap e dé nang
Ién 6ng ta, nha canh sat.” Yoakum quay vé hudng ca canh dong day co danh dau. “Khong ai c6 thé khién trach 6ng ta. Chuyén nay 16n, qua lon dé ¢

thé gitr trong ndi bo dia phurong. Ong I tham tir chi huy ctia 6ng ta. Bai nhiém 6ng s& cho 6ng ta mot cai cd rt hop Iy dé phui tay va mang vao Cuc Diéu
Tra Tiéu bang SBI. Chinh tri, Clyde. Mot nganh doanh nghi€p bi 6i. Ong nén d¢ t6i ra néi chuyén véi ong ta.”



“Khong,” Hunt tr6 tay vé& hudng bac si kham nghiém y khoa. “O yén tai ddy. Hay chéc chdn 6ng bac sinhan dugc bét cir sw hd tro can thiét ndo.”
D¢ 1a viéc clia ong.”

Hunt dé Yoakum & lai v6i nhitng thi thé ctia cic nan nhan chura biét danh tanh va bude dén chd 6ng Canh sat truéng, Da dé 6ng ta nhéin nheo va do
ung. Neay tai canh rimg, ngay tai hién truong va rangoalnhlmgnmchonbmhthuong, ong ta nhin cang gidng mot chinh tri gia hon B mot éng cd. Khi
Hunt budc lai gan, nhitng si quan canh sat mic quan phuc budc dat ra tao thanh mot 16i di. Ong Canh sat trudng md 1 trde khi Hunt noi.

“Bén kham nghiém y khoa n6i nhiing gi?”

Hunt nhin tir 6ng Canh sat trudng dén 6 ong Trudng ty canh sat quat hat. Ca hai ngur6i dan 6ng nhin o ¢p khd s6, va Hunt doan chirmg khuon it ctia ong
cling mang tAm trang tuong tu. Ky {rc vé cudc gip gb sau cling giita ho van con m cho bau khong khi ngdt ngat kho thé. “Ong béc si mudn tit ca
nhitng nguoi ndy roi khdi khu vue.”

“Toi mudn ndi vé thi thé. Ong ta ndi gi vé chuyén do?”

“Con gai. Chin dén muroi hai tudi. Thoi gian va nguyén do tir vong chura dirgc xac dinh.”

“Cé phai a Alyssa Merrimon?”’

Hunt nhin 6ng Trudng ty canh sét va Fic du. “Thi thé nay da nam dudi ong dét nhidu nam.”

Ong Canh sat truong doi mét nhin ngang ving dam ly. Ving da nhéin nheo du6i mét bi kéo giat nguoc trd lai tao thanh nhitng viing sau hodm “Ngoai dy
con sau tir thi nita. C6 theé ching ta s& gap may.”

“T6i khong goi chuyén d6 1 may niin,” Hunt nbi.

Ong Truéng ty canh sat kh& nhéch mép. “Ong van nghii s& tim duoc c¢6 bé con song.”

Hunt dép tra bang céi trimg mit. “C6 thé.”

Ong Truéng ty canh sat néi: “Ong ding | mot Huéng dao sinh, Hunt. Téi thé truée Chia.”

“T6i da chén ngy voi nhitng...”

“DU rdi,” Canh sat truong ndi. “Ca hai 6ng.”

Hunt budc phai tao mdt bd dang cang thing. “Ong s& cho phép i gidi tan nhitng nguoi d6 ra khoi khu vre ndy chir?”

Canh sat trudng gt gi. “Giir nhitng ai 6ng can giir, yéu cau tit ca vé& don.”

“T6i khong can bt cir ai tir vin phong Ty canh sat quén hat.”

Hunt cho phén (g tir 6ng Truong ty canh sat. Can nha cta Jarvis ndm bén trong dia phén thanh pho nhung ngoai ndy, tit tan trong rirg tham, ho thuc
sy dang dimg trén ranh gi6i dia phén. Néu 6 ong ta mu6n khoanh ving trach nhiém, 6ng ta c6 thé. Ong Trudng ty canh sat di trude. “Perkins.” Ong ta
bing tay va mit si quan phu ta la JAm budc dén bén canh ong. “Triét thoai ngudi ching ta. Yéu cau ho ra khoi day.” Ongta mim cuoi voi Hunt, day
chiéc mii nguorc tr6 lai trén dau, va ndi giong trdm finh. “Khi ma 6ng im hong cude diéu tra ndy va da bi tong di thit xa, toi van ndm quyén diéu hanh
quan hat nay.”

“Khoan voi @ém g trong chudng”

Thémnu cudi lanh ing. “Mot ngay vui vé, Tham tir.”

Hunt nhin g di. Ong Canh sét trrong dang cho khi ong xoay lai, nhung khu6n mit ong ta khong c6 dAu hiéu oan han nhu Hunt trong doi. Thay vao do,
6ng ta nhin Ut buc doc. Ong ta c6i mil khoi dau va lau tay 4o ngang vang tran. PAu 6ng ta chii vé huréng nhiing 4 c& danh d4u va néi nhe nhang. “Néu
nhitng thi thé no déu I tré con...”

Ong dirt quang. “Chtia ciru 1di ching ta.”

“C6 thé Ngai da lam vay. Ga Jarvis da chét.”

“Ong nghi Jarvis chii muru chuyén ndy?” Ong ta chi mdt An nita vao nhitng 14 co danh d4u. “Tét ca nhimg céi nay?”

Hunt nhin bac si Trenton Moore bt d4u khai quét dia diém thtr hai. “C6 thé.” Dimg mdt Iic. “C6 thé ai do gitip hin ta.”

“Ong van tin c6 mt gi cém lién quan dén vy nay?”



“Ong c6 biét chuyén con méo chét khong? Loi khuyén céo de doa Johnny Merrimon khong dugc n6i?”
“Toi biét.”

“Meg ciu ta ndi i truée khi chuyén &y xéiy ra, ba ta tr vé nha tir bénh vién va gip mdt chiéc xe du gin nha. Vao dém khuya. My vin nd. G ta chi
ngoi do.”

“Khong hé lam gi vi pham phap luat.”

“Ngoai d6 khong c6 gi. Vai can nha, mot ddy duong dai tréng rong, Khong c6 Iy do chinh dang gi dé ai 6 ¢6 it ngoai do. Khi ba dén gan chiéc xe,
16 phong vot di. Chuyén nay xay ra ngay sau khi Johnny dugc xac nhén trong vu an Burton Jarvis. Tén cau 4y xuAt hién trén moi to nhét bao, trén moi
bang tan truyén hinh. Hinh anh c4u ta, nhu 6ng biét. Ciing khong khé khin gi im dé tim c4u ta.”

Ong Canh sét truong xoay long ban tay, dang bo mét kién nhin. “Vay thi sa0?”

“Ba ta n6i n6 gidng nhur xe tudn tra canh sat.” Khuon mit 6ng Canh sat trrdng chuyén miu, nhung Hunt :im ngo. “Ai 6 m Johnny thiy ciing voi
Jarvis...”

“Neéu cau ta thay bat cur ai.”

Hunt 1én cao giong, “Ai d6 na Johnny thiy ngoai kia di dau dc tinh tio gin bién s gia trén 6 6 clia hén ta. Néu tén com gidu giém chuyén gi, d6
chuyén g ta s€ phai lam”

“D6 I chuyén bat cir ai ciing Am.”

“T6i mudn duge phép suu tra hd so nhan vién.”

“T6i khong thé cho phép ong lam viée d6.”

“T6i mudn Ong suy xét lai.”

Ong Canh sat truong ngin ngai. “Toi s& suy nghii vé chuyén nay.”

“Khi ndo toi s& biét?”

“Cho t6i mdt ngaty. Pugc khong? Cho t6i mdt ngiy va mot it binh tAm trong dau.”

“T6i can mdt vai thr khéc. Néu do 1a nhitng thi thé dudi céc cay cd danh diu, va it ca ching déu 1 tré con...”

“Noidi”

“Khong thé ndo toan bd nan nhan 1 ngudi ciia quén hat Raven. Khong thé kéo dai mdt quéing thoi gian hai thap ky.” Ong lic dau. “Chiing ta phai biét.”
“ﬂ"\)ng }”.”

“T6i can vai ngudi lién lac voi nhitng quan hat xung quanh, nhimg khu vire d6 thi gan day.”

Ong Canh sat truong da git gi. “Chiing ta can tim nhitng dtra tré khac bi mit tich.”

Ca hai yén ling, mdi ngudi mbi suy nghi riéng tur. Hunt muong twong hinh anh cac bac cha me dau kh bén trong nhiing “bao tang” phong ngl, xung
quanh I3 nhitng con thi mau hong, quén 4o dep, va nhitng thm anh long trong khung bi phii bui. Ong hy vong mang dén cho ho sur két thiic chung cudc,
mot chit gl goi 1 binh yén. Ongnmonnnngnhungnnnhxuongtancotnhuc 6 tr& v& nha v6i cha me ctia ching, n6i véi ho con quy tac gia cta nhiing
chuyén dong trdi nay da dén mang, bi tong cb ra khoi thé gioi doi song nay khong phai boi thoi gian, bénh tat, hay canh sat, ma boi mdt nan nhan cta hén
ta, mdt ¢b gai yéu dudi voi du strc manh bop ¢o cdy sing. Hunt tim thiy chit thi vi trong d6. C6 thé ho ciing tim thdy. Suy nghi ctia 6ng Canh sat truong
don gidn hon. “Gi6i truyen thong s& tiéu hoa nhimg thir nay. Toi mong Ong s& du suc dwong du v6i chuyén nay. Khong xi tin ra ngoi. Khéng c6 ngudn
trich din vo danh. Gitt mdm miéng moi ngudi. Khoa thit k§ cai dong xa ban nay.”

“Dé Yoakum va hai canh sat & ddy. Tung vai don vi tudn tra trén duong im nan long bao gidi truyén thong hodc ai d6 td mod.”

Ong Canh st truong cau miy va ding tay vudt md hoi do trén tran. “N6 s& nhu mdt ganh xiée.”

“Mot Iy do dé yéu cau moi ngudi ra khoi noi nay.”

Hunt nghe tiéng chan ngudi lai gan va xoay dau dung lic nhin thiy Cross di chuyén nhanh chong xubng trién doi. Ong ta liéc so ving déE co lap, saudo di
thing dén cho Hunt va 6ng Canh sat truong, Khudn mét 6ng ing do, co 4o den udt ddmmo héi. “Hunt,” 6ng noi. “Cénh sat trudng.” Ong ta ham ho,
kich dong,

“Ong dang lam gi & day vay?”” Hunt hoi.



“Di tim 6ng.”

“Thi, 6ng tim duoc t6i rdi. Chuyén gi d6?”

“Chiing t6i ¢6 tin vé vi trf chiéc xe tai ctia David Wilson,” éng ta noi

“O dau?”

“Huéng bac. Virt bo trong mdt khe wire.”

“Chi cho toi thiy.”

Hunt b 6ng Canh sat trrong lai mot minh trong khoang khong gian hinh éng vi anh néng vang roi xudng, dau cti xuéng, nhing ngon tay dang chinh
trang vién ngoai ctia chiéc mii. Hunt ngoéi d4u nhin lai hai lin, dang hinh 6ng Canh sat trudng nho va khong thay doi cho dén khi timg hang cdy san sat
tuong khong bao gior dirt ¢ hai bén duong hién ra. Ho treo ra khoi canh rimg va di qua cai choi cing can nha trong rong. Hunt khong budn nhin vao ca
hai. “Lam thé ndo ching ta tim dugc n6?”

“Aido goi dién bao.”

‘GAi?”

“Khong cho biét danh tanh. Ga tim thiy nd sang sém hém nay, mdt gior trude khi mét troi moc, c6 thé. Giong g3 nghe nhu say rrou. Khi t6i hoi, gi cong
nhan rang gi di démroi dén nai. Ga ndi roi dén vao va nd hién Ién rat r5.”

“Ta ¢6 nguoi c6 mat ¢ hién truong chura?”

“T6i dén thing day tim 6ng. Toi biét dng mubn nghe n6.”

“Ching ta ¢6 chic do 1 chiéc xe tai ctia 6ng dy?”” Hunt hoi.

“Nguoi goi dién c6 bién sb xe. Dang ky trong trurong dai hoc. Phai i n6.”
“Ta ¢6 s6 dién thoai ctia nguoi goi khong?”

“Dién thoai cong cong & mdt cira hang tap hda.”

“Vay thi qué tiéc. C6 v kién i vé& chuyén gii s m6 chiée xe tai khong? Mot gi say ruou di roi nai lic ndm gio sang... Toi ngd rang hin ta do du cudm
céigido”.

“Khong biét. Ga ta cho biét vi tri, sau d6 ctp méy khi t6i dang nghe.”

Ca hai ra khoi canh rimg va budc vao ving anh sang chan hoa ctia it troi budi sang, Hunt dimg lai & ngay mép duong, “Anh c6 thé goi dién cho t61.”
“T61 hy vong dng s€ cho phép t6i di cling,”

Hunt quan sat chang trai tré. Khuon mt anh ta cwong nghi, quyét chi. “Anh ban d4o han thiang cap. Diéu d6 dung khong?”

“M6t 10i ndi chédm churde tir ong s& gitip 4o rét nhidu.”

Hunt trAm ngam “T6i khong duroc ngi nhidu Fim,” ong néi. “Anh ban li xe di.”
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Hai anh nhoc di chlgyén chamrai. Déitp]émnhfm dudi chan, trén cdy chan hoa strc song ctia chim mudng va nhimng tia ndng nhay nhot. Nhitng ddy leo roi
chéng chit xubng dat, xim xit, tron nhéin va to day ¢& ¢6 tay nguoi dan ong. Cach d6 khong bao xa, chim gb kicn tong toc Ién cdy cho bira diém tim
budi sang,

“Chd nay lam t6 lanh da g,” Jack noi.


http://ebookfull.net

“Rang md banh mit ma di.”

Rimg gia t6i dan, va tiéng dn ciing bién mit theo anh séang mit troi.

“Tiéng thét oan hon kinh hai.”

“Im giim cai di Jack.”

Ho di khoang hai muroi phut. Tuyét khong co dAu vét banh xe moi lin trén mt duong, nhung didudo khong c6 nghia gi. Ga Freemantle di b khi Johnny
nhin thdy g 1an cudi. Bang qua nhirng hang cy, con duong trai rong ra, bang phang, va canh rimg ciing bat dau thura thét. Ho di qua mdt vuron ciy an
qué um tim, nhitng cdy tao nd diy hoa. Cac nhanh ddy nho bo tran trén dan hedi mit cao do sup.

“Chiing ta gin dén rdi d6,” Johnny noi.

“Pén gan cai g?”

“Cai gi d6 ngoai kia.”

Con dudng dan gién mot canh cong do sup, sau d6 quit qua phai va bién mét xung quanh nhitng bui gai va cdy c¢é moc nhur rimg, Sting duroc rit ra khoi
bao va Johnny cam nghiéng n6 & mdt goc do quai go. “Cai ndy ¢ khda an toan khong?”

“Khong. Té da ndi véi cau 1di. Chiia 0, cAn thin noi ma cau chia nong sting vao.”

“Xin 16i.” Johnny nhémnong sting xuéng dat. Gi6 thoi tung nhirng chiéc 14 1am 1§ ra mit sau canh 1a bac Imau, XAmxit 0 quang cong ctia con duong, o
nhimg cay cOt da granite chd canh cong db sup. Céanh cong nam vat dudi dat, co moc gitta cac khung hong, nhimg thé' gb mém mai ctia canh cbng tir tir
e rita. Son tring van con thy trén cac van gb.

Johnny tho dau qua cdt da granite, sau d6 rut du tro lai.

“Chuyén gi vay?” Jack hoi.

“Khong c6 gi.” Cau ding lai. “Di thoi.”

Ho di qua nhimg cot d4 granite va canh rimg cong cong vé phia xa. Ho thdy vo boc bén ngoai cta nhirng can nha, mot can nha bi thiéu rui khong con gi
C6 nhimg tang g0 den thui va khung suon cta ong khéi 1o suwdi. Mot bac thang bang d4 granite nam & cai chd hoi trude 1 ctra trude can nha. Mot cai
bon tim bdn chan ndm chong gong nghiéng mot bén, tro than virong véi va moc day chdi xanh ciia cdy dai, bat dia sanh str v& nat, mot cai 1di, can bom
tay bang thép ri sét ctia cai miy bomnude. Johnny nhit én mot cai ban & ctia mdt canh cira va thiy du hiéu bia déng vao trong kim loai.

“Mot dng rac virong vai.” Jack ndi thay 16 cho ¢4 hai dira.

Nha kho van dimg viing, ciing nhur nha hun khéi voi canh cira md va nhing péi mdc st treo trén soi ddy i sét do. Johnny thiy ci khod trén cira can
choi. Mot cai nha xay ngay canh bén. C6 doc mdt cira ra vao, vai cai ctra s6 nho hep, va hai ong khoi nhd. Nhu can nha chinh, mot tang da lAmbac ra
vao ngay canh cira. N6 mon nhén & chinh gitta. Nhin xuyén qua ctra kinh, ho thay mdt 10 su6i va mdt 1o ndu an xdy bang gach. Mot cai ban don gian va
1ndi niéu bang gang duc. “Chd nay 1 nha bép,” Johnny noi.

“Ho thurong thiét ké ching biét ap khoi can nha dé giam thiéu rii ro hoa hoan.”

“Pidu do that khoi hai.”

Johnny ki bude va nhin vao can nha chay. “Ngoai ndy khong 6 dién, cho nén nguyén nhin hoa hoan phai 1 tir nén dén cay.”

“Hay sét danh?”

“C6 thé.”

“Nhin cai kia kia.” Jack tro tay.

Johnny xoay du. Cau thdy mot cdy cot cao khoang hai mét rudi, va cai chudng ddng thau chuyén sang méu xanh luc. “Quai la that.”

“Caig?”

Johnny san budc vao chd co dai cao ngit nguong dén lung bung. “N6 Ia cai chuong 6 1. Té da thdy mot cai y chang vy & Vién Bao tang Nhan quyén
& Wilmington. Ho rung nhiing ci chudng 4y dé goind 16 tré vé tir ngoai dong ang”

“Tai sao no 1€ da duoc giai phong lai gitt cai chuong n6 1§77

Johnny nhin duéi cai chudng, “Té khong biét. Mot cai gi dé nhic nho?”



“Tiéng thét oan hon kinh hai d6.” Loi n6i bt ra nhur mot tiéng tham thi.

Johnny klémtra bén trong nha kho. Ngoai trir nhirng nong cy mi ciu nghi s¢ thiy bén trong - tat ca déu phi dy bui va khong dimg dén - bén trong
hoan toan tréng rong, Cau Fic chiée khoa trén cai choi va nhin vao bén trong xuyén qua nhimg khe hé trén cira. “Xa ban.”

“Tui minh di duge chua?”

Johnny diéu nghién toan bo khu vire. Moi thir hlen hién trong anh sang 16 16. Nhitng cay xanh km thanh mt birc trdng xung quanh bai dit trong,
“Chura.” Cau tr6 vao chd thit xa ctia bai dat tréng, noi mot vét toac phin cach rimg cdy. “Bang qua chd do,” Johnny noi.

Hai anh nhoc di chuyén that c4n than. Rimg cay viron Ién cao, va ho di dudind. Mot con dudng bd dao khoang bon muroi lim mét dan sang mot bai
trong khac. O diém cubi duong, anh sang mit troi chiéu sang birc twong da cao khoang lung bung, va xa hon nita c6 dAu hiéu ctia ¢6 xanh. Péng sau
bure trdng d4 B mdt cai cira gd khéc. Ctra ndy duoc tu sira tir t&. Nudc son sang, tring va hoan hao.

“Té chua bao gior thdi budn ba khi nhin thiy 16p son m6i,” Jack thi thio. Ho bo gin hon, nghe chim phong ué, sau d6 xoay huréng, cam thiy 4 cay bi ép
xa0 xac dudi chian budc.

“Caido la gi vay?”

Am thanh wét, tiéng thup thup.

Johmy Fic d4u. “Té khong biét.”

Ca hai hyp xudng thap, chay thyc mang vai mét, va ngdi thup ngudi dudi bire twong. Gach Amnéng, am thanh phat ra gin ddy. N6 phét ra tir phia bén
kia birc twrong, Johnny nhin xuyén qua khe hé cua canh cong. Cau thay cd duge tia va nhicu hang bia md da. Thup dau trd lai, cdu noi: “No6 I cai nghia
mng”

“Caig?”

Johnny cam sat cdy sting vio 1ong ngire va nghe tiéng tim dap thim thup trén sat thép. Hoi thd' ngit quing & cudng hong, “N6 1a mpt cai nghia trang kinh
di?’

“(GA ta o trong d6 khong?”

Mt mo to gt dau, giong thi thao bé nhét. “C6.”

Jack liém d6i mdi tréing béch nhu phén. “Tui minh phéi bién khoi noi nay.”

“Ga ta chi ngdi yén mot chd.”

“Lamtro gi?”

Johnny tho du Ién khoi bire twong d4. Nghia trang nho. C6 & khoang bon miroi bia md. Mot cdy sdi to haii hing nim & giita nghia trang, nhirmg cdy
quynh trong 6 moi goc phia dang sau. Nhitng tam bia ¢4 nam theo hang ngang, mot it mau xam bac, mot vai cai mau den, tat ca déu bao phu boi rong
réu va tdo.

Levi Freemantle ng01 ngay ¢ trung tam, hai chén rong bet ngay phia trude gi. Quan ao gi ban thiu va rach rudi. Nhitng vét mau c6 thé thiy & hai dau gbi
va trong nhiing nép gap ctia 1ong ban tay, mjt vét mau ndm & phia 40 bén phai va éng quan phai. Doi gidy duoc coira, tung vao tham o sang, sach s&.
Ban chan va ¢6 chan g sung thy lén dén mirc dudng nhu né 1 mdt va dugce han lai voi nhau. Ngon tay ctia han dang b nhiém tring néing vi bi Johnny
can. N6 dugc quin bang miéng vai ban thiu mau vang, Lép da bi kéo cing qua mirc. Ga ta dt mdt chiée xéng trén dii. Bén canh g i chiéc quan tai.
“Ga dang lam tro gi vay?”

Johnny khong tra 101 cau hoi ngay Ip tirc. Anh sang qua tuyét voi giip cdu co thé thay tumg chi tiét: timg hang bang keo bac tro mau bién thanh mau chi;
bin kho déng mang trén ¢d quan tai, nhitng vét xudc trén gd, vét nuoe thdm Hai dau gbi Freemantle bi nao gin dén xuwong. Hoi 4m 16ng lanh trén khuon
miit kinh hi ciia g3. Mot cai g d6 nhd ra tir bén trong. Johnny tudt xubng khoi bire trdng va ép sat lung vao da. “Ga ta dang chon mot thi thé.”

“Thé thi b6 me.”

“Va gao khoc nhu mdt dira con gai lop nam.”

Jack nhéim nghién d6i mit. Johnny dua cay sing lén cao dé trai khé &p manh vao tran cta cgu. Cau nglri mii dau lau stng va d6i mbi chuyén dong mip
may khong phat ra am thanh: Cay stng 1a quyén nang, T6i cd cdy sung. Cay sing la quyén ning,

T61 o cay sing,

Céu bét dau dimg ddy, nhung Jack 161 cu xudng. “Dumg di.” Jack bép chit hon, van xin. “Bimg di.”



“Céubi sao vy Jack?” Johnny kéo canh tay minh ra khoi tay Jack. “Bo cau nghi day Ia tro choi sao? Céu nghil ca ndm troi nay 1 tro choisao? Pay la ly
do tai sao ching ta dén day.”

Sur kinh haii hién 16 trén khuon mét Jack. Toan b co thé hiin run ban bat, nhung hén git dau va ha tay xubng, “Puoc, Johnny.”

“T6 khong co Iya chon.”

“T¢ da ndi la duge ma.”

Trong gidy phit, Johnny bi kiém ldng boi sir yén king va kinh hai tot ctng trén khuon mit thing ban cau, sau d6 cau dimg lén va cam cy sung y nhur kiéu
tai ttr dong trong phim ciné: hai tay trén bang sing, nong théng va vitng nhu c6 thé. Levi Freemantle dang dimg, trén tay cam cai xéng, nhung khong hé
déydén Johnny. Péu cti xudng mit dat, gi bat dau dao cai huyét m nong ma gi dang lam do dang. Freemantle gitr ci chan bi thurong khoi mat dat,

do d6 chiéc xéng phai chiu e ciia ¢4 than hinh gi. Nudc mit roi 13 chd khong ngimg, va Johnny quan sat gi ¢b stre dao mot huyét md cho ci quan tai.

Ga ding bang c4i chan con lanh in va ding bén chan bi thirong tong cal xéng cim sau xudng dat, nhung sw dau dén vin veo trén khubn mit cta gi. Ga
chuyén strc ning co thé qua phia bén chan kia, nhung mit ca chan gi giy sup.

GA nga.

Lop ngdp 1t dimg 1én trén hai chan.

C6 lan nira.

Johnny mé canh c6ng nghia trang va budc vao bén trong, Céch xa bon mét rudi, ba mét sau, Freemantle khong budn chit . Johnny mao hiém nhin vao
céi quan tai. N6 nho bé, loai quan tai cho con nit. Cau bude lai gan hon va Freemantle ngang Ién nhin. P61 mét uét nhem cta gi nhdy tir khuon mt

Johnny xudng c&i noi tro troi trong long dat. Ga 10 ¢ mt budc, gio cao hudi xeng, sau do sup tro lai noi long dt. Johnny thiy su budn ba va dau don,
dat catva nnu e, mot caigl g10ng nhu mot mleng go tro ra ben hong cia gi. ‘Dung tay, ?J ohnny IlOl. Freennntle lamnhu duorc yeu cau, sau do gio

hé 2 khong 16 n6 1a cai gi hay tai sao n6 lai nhamvao nguce cia gi. Khi gi Ién tiéng, giong ciia ga day nang, “Cé phal cau dén day dé glup 61 khong?”
“Caigi?”

“T6i da yéu cau gitp d& nhidu An, nhung Nigai khong n6i chuyén voi toi.”

“A

“C6 phai Ngai dang n6i chuyén véi cau khdng?”

“T6i khong hiéu y 6ng mubn noi gi.”

Nhirng céi theo co gidt trén khudn miit gi ta. Mot nit kéo cuom dyc nhur siva & ngay gitta thy tinh thé. “Toi khong dao ndi huyét md.”
Johnny fiéu inh nhin vao birc twong, Jack Fic cai dau. Johnny nhin cai quan tai.

“Ong ¢6 nhé t6i khong?”

Mot cai gat. “Céu dang chay va toi nhAc ciu lén.”

“Taisao?”

“Chua n6i.”

“Chtia n6i nhAc t6i 1én?” Thém mdt céi gat. “Tai sao?”

“Ngai khong néi.”

“Johnny.”

Jack goi nhung Johnny im ngo' hén. “Chuia con néi v6i ong diéu gi khac?”

“C6 bé 14 con ctia 61, Freemantle trd vao chiée quan tai. Trén khuon miit di dang ctia g, nrde mit dang 1én va 16t xudng, “Toi khong thé dao ndi huyét

md.
Johnny nhin mdt lan vao Jack.
Sau d6 ha cy stng xudng
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Chwong 37: Chuong 36

Cross l4i khéo Iéo ven theo vién ngoai thi xa, sau d6 chuyén hudng bic. Hunt quan sat lang x6m tr6i lu6t qua, theo sau 1 khu ky nghé nhe. Nhitng y nghi
trong dAu ciia 6ng bay gio khong phai I sy phét hién ra chiéc xe hogic vé ong David Wilson, ma vé bay chiéc co nho danh dau, va vé& Alyssa Merrimon.
Ong khong thé ndo Xua dudi cai y nghi ¢6 bé ndm dudi 16p dat sinh 4m uét. Doi sdng ngin ngiii ctia c6 da chim dit, gia dinh ¢6 tan nat. Nhitng suy nghi
d6 ciing lan truyén xuong dia ngyc riéng tu ctia Hunt: cd ndm troi voi i nhidu dém khong ngu va khd tim, muoi i hai thang thit bai, chinh gia dinh ctia 6ng
ciing suy sup. Trong sudt thoi gian 4y, va ong khong thé ndo quén né di dé vui sbng. Cong viée 1 gi? Poi sng riéng tu B gi?

Khi chudng dién thoai reo vang, ong nhin vio s6 may hién thi va cam gidc nhur ¢6 nha tién tri béo trude. “Chéio ba Katherine.”

“C6 tin tirc gi vé& Johnny khong?”” Giong ciia ba tham nio.

“Khong. Khong c6 gi.”

“L& ra gio nay nd phai goi. Johnny I ra phai goi.”

“Ching ti c6 don vi tuan tra di tim kiém cdu bé. N6 i dira tré thong minh. Ching ta s& tim dugc ciu bé.” Ong ngimg, biét 16 ¢6 Cross trén xe. “Toi xin
161 vi chura thé ghé ngang d€ thao luin chuyén nay. Toi [ ra da, nhung...”

“N6 [é ra da goi.”

“Ba Katherine?” Giong 6ng quan tim. Katherine Iy tron bat chuyén.

“Pém qua kinh khting qua,” ba noi.

“Ba khong sao chir?”

“T6i do hon nhiéu r6i, nhung t6i can thang con trai t6i trd vé nha.”

“Chiing 61 s& tim dugc cau éy,” Hunt néi.

B ngAn ngai, va khi ba n6i, giong ba nhe nhang nhu hirong phén. “Néu 6ng hira véi toi, t6i s& tin ong”

Hunt hiéu sy tuyét vong trong ¥ ngiia ctia nhimg chir & 4y. Ong nhm mit va murong tuong ba trong can nha d6. Ba ta ng01 trén giudng ngti ctia Johmny,
cap mdi mim chit gitta nhitng chiéc ring ngd. Ba ta dang nin thd, nhitng ngdn tay ghi chit, 16ng mi dai va Iop da dudi mét thim quing, “Toi hira,” Hunt
noi.

“Thé di.”

“Ching t6i s& tim c4u dy.”

“Camon, Tham tir.” Hoi thé ba Ay di theo dudng ddy dién thoai. “Cém on, Clyde.” Ba clip my, va Hunt @Ap cdi dién thoai. Ong dyi it va cam thiy
cat san & dudi mi mat.

Cross vuot mit mdt chiée xe, rdi tép vao bén phai. “Me cua Johnny?”” ng hoi.

“Ding.”

Ho tiép tuc 1ai, bo khu pho thirong mai & phia sau, va di vao dia phan ving dong qué rong mo. Cross gilt tay viing trén vo-ling tay Il Ong ting héng
giong. “Ong ciing nén biét nhitng tin dn dang bay i xéo ngoai kia.” Hunt nhin chiim chim. “O vin phong nha canh sét,” Cross tiép tuc. “Ngudi ta dang
ban tan.”

“Tin d6n gi?”

“Réng 6ng nghi mdt tay com nao d6 lién can voi Burton Jarvis. Lién can v6i nhitng dira tré bi giét. C6 thé voi Alyssa Merrimon.”

“Tin ddn c6 thé i nhig diéu nguy hiém.”

“T6i chi n6i vay thoi..”

“T61 hieu y anh muon ndi gi.”



Chiéc xe di thém mot tréim mét nira. Khi Cross n6i, cach noi clia Ong ta rat can than. “Ong Canh st truong ra knh cho nhan vién vin phong khong dugc
phép bat ctr ai dén gan ho so nhan vién. Déc biét [a anh. Do 14 noi tin don bat dau. Toi chi nghi anh ciing nén bict dicu nay.”

Hunt nhin ¢ cdy, bau troi. Ong nghi nhidu cach 6ng mudn trimg phat tay Canh sat trurdng. “Chiiing ta c6 cat cir ai canh gac chiée xe ctia 6ng David
Wilson khong?”

“N6 thude wimg trach nhiém ctia quan hat, cho nén chiing ta phdi 16i ty canh sat quan hat vao. Mot canh sat thudc ty dang cé mét ¢ dia diém Ong ta biét
13 hon chuyén s& mo vao tang chirng.”

“T6i1 hy vong 6ng noi diing.”
“Khong qua mirc d6.”

Chiéc xe 1 Joai doi mi, Toyota Land Cruiser, miu den. Dau no dam chiii xudng, trong mot khe nii ddy bui cy, véch d4, & dudi do siu khodng muoi
mét. Cai ro-mode van gan chit dang sau xe, mic dau n6 bi van veo nghiéng mot bén va gap gap lai 6 trén ndc xe. “Cé ai xuong dudi d6 chua?”

Ong canh sét Fic dau. “Trudng ty canh sét yéu cu ching t6i hop tic, cho nén viée t6i dang m 12 hop tac. Chura ¢6 ai timg xudng dudi ddy.”

Hunt nghién ctru dudng tudt xudng dudi. N6 1a nhitng tang da roi va dat mong, Nhing cai ciy moc 1én tir miéng khe, 6 dai va bui dai. “Ong ¢6 day
thirng trong thiing xe khong Cross?”’

“(:é.”

“Lay mang lai day.”

Hunt bude dau ddy va tha n6 xudng trién déc. Ong va Cross tut dbc, da sét lan tudt dudi chan ho. Hunt xubng trude. Mot dong sudi nurée kron ngoan
ngoco tit dudi ddy va dudi hron xe. Noc xe sup xuong dudi trong luong ctia chiee ro-modce de 1én. Phia cang trude bi hu hong, son bong troc khoi hai
bén ma dé. Mot mang nhén nhitng vét nirt kéo dai ngang kinh trurde. “Pung dung vao bat cir thir gl.”

Cross nhin qua ctra sb. “Chia khoa van con trong 6 d&.” Ong ta di chuyén. “N6 vAn con lai duoc.”

Hunt ding khén tay mo canh ctra phia bén hanh khach. Hoi nong bén trong tran ra ngoai. Mui xe dmmbc. Ném ghé da phia bén tai x& mon bong loang

Nhitng ghé hang phia sau dt nim rap xubng, khu vy chira hanh ly chit day thiét bj leo nii. Hunt thiy mdt chiéc 4o jacket va d6i ing dinh day bin dat.
Mot thing ding x3ing bi méc nghén ndm ngay sau lung ghé tai xé. Khong c6 déu hiéu méu me do tai nan. “C6 vé nhur ai d6 ¢ tinh cho né lao xubng

2

VUC.
“Noi ndy qua t6t dé lam chuyén do,” Cross noi.

Hunt ding cai khan tay ban nily mé hoc dung trén tap-10. Ong xim xuc gidy to bang cay bit miy, sau d6 dong hoc lai. Ong nghién ciru san xe, va sau
d6 nhin xuong dudi gam ghe. “Nay,” dng noi.

“Chuyén gi vay?”

Hunt thd cay bit vao dudi ghé, ong 16i ra ngoai mjt vo dan bang thau. Ong dimg thing va Cross nhoai lai gin hon. “Bdn muoi lim.”” Hunt kéo tdi tang
chirng va nhét vé dan vao trong d6. Ong gio nd ra anh sang. “Hay goi thém nguoi ra ngoai nay.”

Hunt va Cross chd doi chuyén vién diéu tra hién truong dén. Ho dimg trén 1& dudng trai soi, ng6 vao chiée xe bi va cham triy xude. Hai muroi phit sau,
hai chiéc xe bén tai dicu tra hién truwong c6 mit ciing v6i bon chuyén vien diéu tra. “Toi muon kham xét n6 ngay tai day. Van tay, soi xo. Tat ca nhirng gi
céac ong co thé lam ¢ day va ngay bay gio, toi muon cac ong lam ngay. Thoi gian [a van d€. Khi xong viée, cac dng cé the kéo no ra khoi day va mang nd
Ve noi giamxe.”

Ong chi huy nhom diéu tra nghién ciru chiée xe, truon dée. “Ong thure sy mudn nhur vay?”

“C6 san day thimg, Tay cac anh dinh liéu.” Hunt nhin Ién troi cao. Nhitng cum méy den dim én cao tir hudng nam “Cb ghng 161 n6 ra khoi day trude khi
troi nura, To1 khdng muon ¢d mit ngay nita nhur hém trude.” Hunt trong chimg cac chuyén vién bit tay vao cong viée, sau d6 goi Yoakum va bao cao
tinh hinh.

“D6 14 tin rét dang khich 18, Yoakum noi.

“Con phia bén d9 thi sao?”

“Bac s Moore xac nhin mot thi thé thir hai”

“Va??

‘Mot dura tré khac. Khong phai Alyssa Merrimon.”

Hunt bude nhitng ngdn tay clia ong gidin ra. “Sép mura roi.”



“T6i biét. Ho noi ba, c6 thé bon gioy nira.”
“C6 hing thong tin ndo khong?”
“Chura.”

Hunt nhin chiéc xe Toyota bep nét, dan do noi ndo sur c6 mit cta 6ng 14 hiru dung nhat. Céc chuyén vién giiéu tra hién truong dang thu thap ching ctr
trong chiec xe. Bac si kham nghiém y khoa dang c6 nhitng thi thé. “T6i c6 cam giac ching ta dang thicu vang mdt cai gi d6.”

“Khong dua dau.”

“Mot cai gi d6 rat hién nhién.”

“Ong mudn lam viée gi?”” Yoakum hoi.

“O yén ddy. Toi dén ngay chd ng.”” Hunt clp méy.

Mot giong n6i vang vong én tir dudi vurc. “Tham tir.”

Ong chuyén vién dimg & dy ctia khe sudi niii, ngay canh bén canh cira tai xé md tung. Hunt n6i vong xudng, “Gi day?”

“C6 vé chiéc xe ndy da duoc lau sach s8.” Ong ta tr6 vao bén trong, “V6-ling sach s&, tay cim cira xe, can s6 xe ciing thé.” Ong viron vai dimg Ién.
“T61 nghil chiing da dugc lau sach s€.”

“Con cai vo dan thi sao?”

Ong chuyén vién tré mdt tay vé huéng chiéce xe ban tai. “Michaels dang giir ci vo dan.” Hunt nhin v& huéng d6. Hai cira sau clia xe ban tai md tung,
Thiét bi gan ¢ bén trong, mdt cai ban nho bat o¢ vao thanh xe. Mot chuyén vién dat cai vo dan trong mdt manh gidy trang, sach s¢.

“Ong & Michaels?”

“Cho t6i mdt gidy.” Ong ta tiép tyc kam viéc. Khi 6ng ta ngdi thing nguoi én, 6ng n6i, “Ching t6i ¢6 van tay.”

Hunt dé lai Cross trén pho va trg vé& khu nha Jarvis ngay lic bac sikham nghiém bat d4u cao dat tim kiém thi thé thir ba. Yoakum dimg bén canh, hai
tay chéng nanh, d6i moi méip may. Tang ngudi dng ta to Ion, ¢6 cong, nhung trong ving triing bong ram che phit, am wdt, nhin ong ta nhu nho di va suy
nhuoc. “Sé ba,” 6ng noi.

Hunt nhin hai gi nhya dymg thi thé tréi dai va sén sang dé dura di. Trong ong mét moi va gan nhur kiét sirc. “Haly ra khoi chd nay.” Ong quay di, nhung
Yoakum khdng theo sau. Ong ta nhin vao nhiing cai tii xac, nhitng ngdi md nghi ngd cd thi thé nhung chua dugce boc n.

“Ai d6 phai d&n mang cho chuyén nay,” Yoakum noi.

Hunt bude tr6 lai. Trong nhitng nm théng lam viée chung véi Yoakum, ong chra hé théy ¢6 dAu hiéu ran nirt vo 4o giap bén ngoai ctia ong ta. Yoakum
12 ngurdi c6 nang luc mdt cach dang sg. Yoakumkeé chuyén khoi hai. Ong ta khong hé d€ 16 camxidc. “Co ngudi da chét,” Hunt noi.

Du6i anh sang ciia rimg, khudn mét ngudi dan ong duoc soi roi di moi goc canh. “Ong nghif gi Jarvis don than doc mi trong chuyén nay?”
“Toi khong biét.”

“Chiing méi chi la nhitng dura tré.”

“Thoi di, John. Ching ta ¢6 cong viée dé lam.”

Yoakum Ec dAu, va Hunt hiéu 6ng ta dang nghif g trong dAu.

Ai d6 phai dén mang,

Ho i ach leo ddc va ra khoi khu rimg, Trén dudng, dong co ctia hai chiée xe bén tai hang thong tan chay cam hoi it ri. N6 déu dam ngang véi mjt chiée
xe tuan ti€u gan huy hiu va mot xe ban tai cia khamnghiémy khoa. Yoakum thay ho trudc tién. “Dan dong phim,”” 6ng noi.

“T6 cha.”

Ong Canh sét truong dé lai hai s quan méc quan phuc trén duong 16. Ho dimg dang hai tay, ¢b ging 1am ngo nhitng méy thu hinh va ITICO Xia VAo it
ho. Khi mdt phéng vién truyén hinh thay Hunt, ho bat dau hudng nhitng cau hoi vé phia 6ng, “Cé ding Ia ng da xac dinh duoc thém thi thé khong?”

“Mién binh luan.”



“Tai sao Ong lai c6 mit trong vu kham nghiém y khoa tai hién truong?”

Hunt va Yoakum ddy qua hai canh sat miic quan phuc. Hunt 16n giong,

“Khdng ai duge phép di qua,” ong noi.

“Tham tir Hunt...” Ngudi d6 1 phong vién dai truyén hinh bang tin bén. “Tham tir...”

Hunt khong dimg budc. Ong ra dén xe va ¢d phong vién chan bude chin 6ng, theo sau ¢6 la nhom quay phim ghi hinh. “C6 that la 6ng dang tim kiém
Johnny Merrimon?” Hunt quay ngudi va bét thinh finh ndi cau. C6 phdng vién day cai micro vé phia trude, khudn mét co & g tric dién véi dng kinh

méy quay, hai mit sang ruc va hdo hire. “Cé ding i ciu ta bi thét lac?”

Ong nhin qua c6 phéng vién. Thém mot chiéc xe ban tai hing thong tan tro t6i tir tit cudi con dudng, “Mién binh luin.” Ong dat tay Ién canh cira xe, mo
no.

“Con chuyén gia dinh 6 sy lién ddi ctia canh sat voi g Burton Jarvis thi sao?”

“C ndi sa0?” C phéng vien nhéc lai cau hoi, va Hunt cam thiy mt ong tir tir mét mau, xanh ron. “Yéu cau thém cac don vi tudn tidu ra ngoai nay,” ong

A9

161 vo1 Yoakum “C6” - ong tr6 vao ¢6 phong vién - “di voi t1.” Nu cuoi cia ¢6 ta rang kén va ¢6 tro hudng vé nhom ghi hinh. “Chi ¢6 ¢6 thdi,” Hunt

n6i. Ong khong chd nghe cau tra 11, Ong bude b sau mét xubng con dudng, biét réng co phong vién sé theo sau. Khi ong quay lai, ¢6 ta chi cach sau
6ng ba budc chan, toc tai thanh lich va hoan héo trong cai 4o len d6, vira khit. Dang sau co, mjt nhom tin tirc thir ba moi dén va chuén bi quay hinh anh.
“Tai sao ¢0 lai hoi cau hoi d6?”

C6 ta khong hé chim budc. “Biéu d6 ¢ that khong?”

“T6i khong thé binh luén vé& vu 4n dang trong vong diéu tra. Tai sao c6 lai hoi cau hoi 46?7

‘Ngyén tin cuia t6i dugc bao vé.” Co ta I}géng cao cai cim d?iy dan, dat hai tay lén hong. Bong Hunt to I It che Kkhuét c6. “Téi mong ¢d khong nén lan
truyen loai tin don nhur vay.” Ong nhin cham cham vao d6i mat doi tin cua 6. “No gdy bat loi.”

“Vay thi 6ng pht nhan chuyén nay?”

Hunt nghi v& to gidy ghi chu ctia Johnny Merrimon, Iénh ctia 6ng Canh sat trrong vé ho so nhén vién, c4i cong canh sat ding dé cam gjir Tiffany Shore,
conméo bi giét véi xurong song ctia n6 bi dap nat. Sy de doa nay khong ngoai muc dich ép Johnny giit yén king, “Ngudn théng tin ctia ¢6 nhim lan roi.”

“T61 duge phép mo ngodc kép cau nodi cua 6ng khong?”

“Co co thé xim luon cau do trén tran cua ¢0.” Hunt bo di va ¢6 phong vien theo sau. Mot chiéc xe ban tai kin banh rdi dimg khi Hunt gip lai Yoakum
Chiéc xe tir Van phong Giam doc Kham nghiém Y khoa & Chapel Hill.

Nhirng tay phdng vién bu quanh, ho hét cau hoi.
Cac nhom ghi hinh tiéu hoa nhitng céu hoi.

Hunt ném minh dang sau vo-ling va Yoakum chui vao ngdi canh. Dong co 1on nd may va Hunt chd cho dén khi cac phong vién dat duong trude dau xe
101 6ng lao it di. Yoakum nhén thiy tdm trang bat thiong ctia Hunt. “Chuyén gi vay?”

“Ho biét v& Johnny.”

“Bang cach nao?”

“Ho biét mot gi cém c6 thé lién quan.”

“Sao lai c6 chuyén nay?”

Hunt gitt mét quan sat dudng phd. “Ai d6 md mdm tiét 16.”

Ban dang doc truyén Khiic Cdu Hon duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 38: Chuong 37

Yoakum theo sau Hunt vio vin phong nha canh sat. Nhin vién ngimg lm viéc khi ca hai cing vao chudng cop. Sur yén king phi trim va Hunt sén t6i
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truréc nhitng anh miét nhin, syr cang thing gia tang, v Yoakum theo sat déng sau. Ho vao vin phong Hunt va Yoakum déng canh cira. “Chuyén d6 that
quii .

“Khé mi db 16i cho bon ho. Kénh truyén hinh Court TV db xe & dwong Main.”
Yoakum nhin xuyén qua cira s6 nhoé nhoet, va ham rdu én ctia 6ng chuyén mau vang tréing trong 4nh néing béan thiu. “Chuyén d6 khong hén 1 nhu vay.”

“Khong? Ching ta di tir bét coc dén 4n mang hing loat trong vong vai giv dong ho. Ching ta ¢6 tir thi con nit va gi6i truyén thong qudc gia. Ngudi ta noi
chuyén va ngudi ta so hai. Ching ta dang ngup 1an & trong d9, t6i va ong. Tai sao ho lai khong trd niit nhin?”

“D6 mdi chi 14 hai chuyén.”

“Thét vAy sao?” Hunt gidn dit, buc doc, nhung Yoakum tir chbi ki budc.

“N6 lién quan dén chuyén 6ng dang sin Ring mdt tay com - mdt trong s6 ho - va né lién quan dén chuyén 6ng s& thét bai.”
“That bai vi I§ gi?”

“Johnny Merrimon.”

Lan nay Hunt nhin ra ngoai ctra s6. “Dau 6 ai ndi bat cir didu gi...

“Ho s& n6i néu anh nhéc d6 khong trdi Ién som sém. Gidi truyén thong bay gio ¢ nhio vao. Ho biét anh nhoc do bi mit tich. Cubi ciing ho ciing s& lan
mo ra anh I3 nguoi can thiép cach ly Bo Xa hoi ra khoi chuyén ndy, va ai cling biét vé chuyén anh va me anh nhoc dé.”

“Lamgi c6 chuyén d6.”

“Ong c6 thé tin nhur vy, nhung toi thi khong. N6 ching anh huong gi dén moi chuyén. Gitt Johnny khoi vong tay ctia S& Xa hoi B quyét dinh ctia ong,
S& ching ai xem xét cac 1y do ctia 6ng néu chuyén gi 6 xay dén vai cau ta. Ho s& treo ong Ién thap tir gid.”

“T6i nghi 5ng nhAm rd1.”

“BGi vi ong biét cu nhoc do. Ngudi khéc thi khong, Ho biét doi séng ctia cdu nhée dang xudng tin clng dia nguc. Ho biét ciu nhoc mt mdt dira em gai
song sinh va 6pg bo. Ho bjét me cau nhoc 1a mt dong xa ban, va ho bict nhiing gi ho doc trén nhat béo. Qng ¢6 thay tam dnh khong? Johnny xuat hién
nhu mdt ké mét tri, nhur bat ¢t mdt ngudi binh thudng nao cling phai gitt con cai ctia ho ¢ trong nha vi muon bao v¢ ching.”

“Pé chbng ché cho viée gi?”

“Pé chbng ché giao I)én dén mot cai chudng chd, mot ké ho hang lam bao vé nhung chinh hén ciing khong tur lo duoc doi song cho ban thin. T6 cha,
Clyde, 6ng khong thiy sao? Khong c6 cai gi lam cho quyet dinh ctia ong tré nén binh thurong hop 1y néu chuyén gi do that € xay dén cho cdu nhoc do.
Gé Ken Holloway s& chac chan dieu d6. Ong Canh sat trudng, bao chi, tong truong tu phap cling turong tir.” Yoakum gio mbt ngon tay thd nham, chai
san Ién. “Ong nén cau nguyén cho cdu nhoc d6 xuat hién con nguyén ven.”

Hunt quan sat dng ban minh. Ga nhin gia nua, nhau nhi. “Lo Fing khong thich hop v6i 6ng dau, John.”

“T6i trong chd diéu tham té nhét, va nhitng chuyén ti t¢ nhét #t khi gy thit vong, Ong biét diéu d6 chir. D6 1a Iy do tai sao ba muroi nim qua, nhing thir
tao lao nay chwra bao gio lam phién duoc t6i.”

“Va vu an nay?”” Hunt linh cam duoc sy bét dé)ng quan diém cta ong ban, sy gidn giit bi dé nén nhur c4i 1o xo.
Mot phit yén lang. “Vu an nay hoan toan khac.”
“Vinan nhdn 1a cac em gai vi thanh nién?”

“Boi vi dem cOng tat ca tudi ddi bon nhoc ciiing chura bang tudi clia t6i. Va béi vi nd xdy ra nhiéu ndm nay ngay tai san sau nha ctia chinh 6ng. Toi ndi ong
nghe, Clyde. T6i chua bao gio ¢6 cam giac nhur the nay.”

“The nay Ia thé nao?”

“Ai d6 phai dén mang cho chuyén nay. Vi chuyén nay...” Nét déc trung cvia Yoakumbdce 1§ ra ngoai va 6ng ddm mbt ngon tay xubng mit ban, néi lén
giong. “Ai d6 phai dén mang.”

“Lam on nho giong xubng gitm.”
“Déy la sy that.”

“Theo su hiéu biét ctia t6i, ho vn duy tri mirc an tir hinh & bang North Carolina.”



“Con lut sur bién ho?” Loi Yoakum phat ra day vé dang khinh.

Im ling bao trim. Khi Hunt kén tiéng, Ong giit giong nhe nhang ,“Né'u Johnny dung thi sao? Chuyén gi xay ra néu mot gi com lién can véi Burton Jarvis?
Néu gi combao nam thang nay bao ké cho han ta? Gifip d& han ta?”

“Khong thé ndo.”
“Bay dura tré.”
“Toi khong thé thiy duoc diéu nay.”

.....

rat doc: Gieo ric fin don va tung hda mil, gy ndo loan nhitng ngum dang san ling chinh minh.”

Yoakum nghi vé chuyén d6. “Ctr cho 1 c6 mot ga thir hai, ai d6 lién can véi Jarvis, v6i nhimg dira tré kia. Johnny ¢ thé nhan dién duoc gi khong?”
“C6 thé. Nhung cau ta s& khong chiu n6i chuyén véi toi.”

“Con Tiffany Shore thi sao?”’

“Khong ¢6 1y do gi dé ngii 6 keé thir hai lién quan dén vu bt coc ¢o bé, nhung ¢ thé co ké dy. Liic ndy ¢ bé dang duoc giy mé, van trong tinh trang
lo mo. Co hy vong. Co thé 1a ngay mai.”

“C6 bé c6 duge bao vé khong?”
“Khong”

“C6 thé co bé can dugc canh chimg, Néu ké dy i com.”
“Nén I nhur vay.”

Hunt nhin xudng dudi ban lam viéc. Hb so ctia Alyssa vﬁn ndm trong gdc, ngay sat bén hd so clia Tiffany Shore. Ong Iat md hd so dau tién va thiy birc
anh cta Alyssa, d6i mit den va toc den, khudn mit rat giong nguodi anh song sinh. “Chuyén do c6 the khong? Mot ké nao trong hang ngii ching ta?”

“Syr hiém doc 13 mot khbi u ctia trai tim con ngudi, Clyde. Anh biét t6i tin diéu dy.”

Hunt do tap ho so thir hai va nghién ctru nhimg diém dac trung trén khudn miit nho xuong cta Tiffany Shore. Ong s mot bire anh, roi bire khéc. “Toi
khong thé ctr ngdi nhu vay.”

“Chuyén gi?”

“Ong khong phai lién can vio.”

“Vao céi gi?” Yoakum hoi, nhung Hunt am lo. Ong i khoi van phong va 1€ vao hanh lang nho hep dan ra cira sau cta toa nha. Nguoi ta nhin ngd, quay
it cho khac, va 161 6ng dimg mdt minh trén hanh lang. Pay qua canh ctra thoat khi hoa hoan, Hunt budc bd xuong cau thang, nhay hai bdc moi budc.
Dudi tang ham c6 mdt san nha trai xi-ming va canh clra sat chéch véi hanh lang chinh. Nha kho. Phong chira tang vét. Mot cén phong ¢ tit dang sau la
noi cat gitt ho so nhan vién. Cém. Nhan vién yémirq. Bao mét. Nhing xap ho so dugc cat khoa trong ti chira ho so dat bén trong mdt cai cira khong
khoa. Di chuyén that nhanh, Hunt dimng lai mot lan d€ 161 binh ctru hoa ra khoi cai gd moc trén twong. Phong chira ho so ¢6 kich thude 3 x 4 mét, san xi-
ning tring dudi nh sang bong den huynh quang. Chiéc ti1 hd so dng mudn ndm ngay giira trung tim bire twong phia sau. Hunt nhin c4i khoa ngin kéo

trén cling. Ré tién. N s& bung ra. Hunt nhéc bdng c4i binh ctru hoa, nhung dimg lai khi Yoakum bude vao phong ngay sau hing 6ng, “Toi da noi ong
dumg can du vao viéc nay.”

“Khong.” Yoakum kéo canh ctra, dong lai. “D6 khong phai 161 anh n6i.”
Hunt nhin tr& lai c4i ngin kéo, ngln ngai.
“Pap di,” Yoakum noi.

Hunt quay dau lai, mdt mét nhin vao ngudi ban cong su. Mot con be hoa khién mit Yoakum do bimg va anh sang dén huynh quang diém 16 trén con
nguoi cua ong.

“Pap di,” Yoakum ni mdt lan nira. “Méc k¢ gi Canh sét truong. Méc ké hé thong quin giai.” Hunt ha chiée binh ctru hoa xudng, va Yoakum dimg sét
ngay phia dang sau. ‘Lamdi vi Alyssa.”

“Ong dang xti giuc t6i hay sao vay?” Hunt hoi.

“Pap di vi Johnny. Bap di vi me anh nhdc.”



Yoakum budc lai gin hon. “Nhéc nhd v6i 6ng ring né ¢ mit su khéc biét giita dap vi cong viée va dép vi chuyén ca nhan.”
“Di khi cong viée lai 1 chuyén c4 nhan.” Hunt nhin chiim chiim ngudi ban cong sw cho dén khi Yoakum Iti mdt bude. “Dimg c6 thir xach dong toi.”

Trude khi Yoakum ¢6 thé dap tra, canh cira & hanh lang m6 ra va mdt ni¥ si quan ban gidy con tré budc vao, va dimg lai khi ¢o thiy ho. Doi it c6 nhin
thdy céi binh ctru hda trén tay Hunt va su cang thang gitia hai gi dan 6ng. “T6i s€ trd lai sau,” c6 ndi, va sau d6 bé di.

Trong sy yén king bat thinh finh, Yoakum gio' mdt ngén tay va mot ngon cai én, khoang cach giira ching it hon ba phan. “Boi khi nd gan da man nhur thé
ndy.”

“Chuyén g?”
“Bi dudi viéc vi mdt chuyén gi do thit ngu xuin.”

Ho nhin nhau nhiéu gidy dong hd, sau d6 Hunt, vin con buc tire, quay vé phia hanh lang. Ong gii ci binh ctru hoa trds lai g giir, va khi 6ng quay lai,
Yoakum dang cho.

“Dmg ghét bo gi t6i chi vi dng tdt ctia to1,” Yoakum ndi, va Hunt cam thiy strc niing khong con & trén doi vai ciia 6ng nira.
“Tai sao Johnny nghi ngudi d6 1 cém?”” Hunt hoi
“Béi vino la vay?”

“Tai sao mot dira tré nghi ai d6 1 c6m? Pidu gi da kim cau con trai muroi ba tubi tin nhu vay? Thé hanh su? Ga dan 6ng da néi gi? Ga da lam gi?”” Hunt
van vé cai cong trén that lung, “Cai cong? Cay sung?”

“D‘éng phuc?n

Ho dtrg & mot nmnﬁ)ngnac i xi ming 4m thap, nghi vé chuyén ndy. Johnny la mt dira tré la g, nhung cau ta 6 tlnenhuongtét va cau la dira tré
thong minh. D6 Ia didu dudng nhur khong ai nhan ra duoc. Néu Johnny nghii mdt gi cdmco lién can, pha1 ¢6 Iy do. Hunt ¢0 gang hinh dung: mot dém
khuya t5i troi, hai gi dan 6ng trong ngdi nha nhur cai thing rac, va Johnny rinh rép & ngoai cira s0..

“Ong ¢6 doc béo c4o vé nhitng bién s xe bi mét cip?” Hunt hoi.

“Caigi?”

“Bang s0.”

“Tdi da doc nd. Rdi thi sao?”

“Johnny thiy ké ndo d6 & nha g Jarvis ding bién s6 an cip gin trén xe clia gil. Ching ta biét duoc ba s6. Trong ba bién s6 bi mét cip, mdt ngudi chi
ctia nd hoan toan khong hé hay biét bi mat cap khi nao hodc & dau. Hai nguoi kia thi rat ty tin.”

MOt céi gi @6 nhé 1én trong ddu Hunt va Yoakum thiy duoc diéu do.
“Chuyén gi?”

“Hai bién s6 bj mit cip tir nhimg chiéc xe d4u ngoai thwong xa.”
“N6 12 mdt noi tuyét voi dé théo cip bién s6.”

“Thi nhitng noi nhu phi trueong, nha thwong, hay mét chyc cai thuong xa khac ciing 1a nhitng noi tuong tu.”
Con mit ctia ho nhin nhau, ¢4 hai déu ¢6 chung ¥ nghi cting mot ic. Cong. Sting, Ddng phuc.

Nhéan vién an ninh.
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chmhmmh Nhic lai nd. Levi Freemamlg ngdi do6, doi mdi tré ra, mdt tay phfl trén quan tai gd thong, doi nﬁt, gi cham chti nhin Johnny, va mbi xéng xiic
dat hat vang ra khéi huyét md. Ga gat dau khi Johnny xtic dung tang da, roi nay n6 ra va nang lén trén mt dat.

“Camon.”

Johnny kho ma nghe dugc, nhung chuyén do khongthanhvande Céu da nghe n6 khoang hai muroi ]an, nhitng 11 cam on nho bé thdt ra ti tAp khi cau
lam viée. Cau gt dau va dao dét. Mat troi phi dp sirc néng xudng trong khi may giong dang chdng chét Ién tir hirdng nam. Johnny nhin Jack va dua hin
chiéc xéng

“Cau c6 mudn thay phién khong?”

“Khong, camon.”

Trong khoang muroi phut, Jack dimg, gio'nong sting 1én cao. Khi héin ha n6 xudng, chi c6 Johnny dé y chuyén ndy. Bay gior Jack ngdi trén birc twong da,
sting dat trén dui. Han ngdi dap muodi va trong chan nan.

Mot dang, Johnny mimg vi Jack tir chbi dao huyét. Johnny khong hé biét mot diéu gi vé Levi Freemantle, khong biét tai sao i lai co mit & ddy va con
gai g tai sao bi chét, nhung cau hieu noi dau kho mat mét ctia g dan 6ng va Jack khong bao gio hicu duoc dieu do.

Cho nén ciu dao va cam thiy dau dén. Cau nghi vé& nhitng 1i David Wilson 161 6 céy cau: T6i da tim thiy ¢6 bé. Pira con gai bi bt coc. Johnny phéi
bd chay trong hot hoang va so hii tot cung trurde khi Wilson ¢6 theé ndi véi céu y 6ng ay nhur the nao. Nhung Freemantle dén sau d6. Johnny nhin ga dan
ong to lon, cai xéng roi xuong, sau d6 dua lén cao nang trich.

Ga dén sau do.

Néu Freemantle tim thay David Wilson khi 6ng ta con song, ¢6 thé Wilson s& ndi véi gi cai noi dng tim duoc ¢ bé. C6 thé Freemantle bit.

Johnny xtic dat hét 1én, va Freemantle ctp rap dau né.

C6 the.

Johnny nghe chit 4y khi cau dao dat.

Co thé.

Sau hon mdt gi@r, hai con qua ha canh xubng nhanh thip ctia cay 56i~duqc trong ngay gitta nghiia trang. Johnny chi dé y khi gi Freemantle tro nén l?ét
dong, sau d6 nam twra ngang cai quan tai. Ga nhin nhirng con qua, n6i s hai va cam ghét hién Ién trén khudn mat cia gi. Mot con qua ha canh xudng
mot cdi bia da, mbt con chimnho den tung canh vao gidy phit chot. No ngAng cao dau d4u trén cai quan tai, sau d6 viron nhitng cai Iong thim dau ra ria.

Bit thinh finh, gi Freemant dimg Ién. G ruot con chim, vap ngd, gio thét. Jack giat minh va gio sing lén.

C0 nhitng 101 & trong tleng go thét, Johnny chic nhur vy, nhung khong ai tai nao hiéu duoc nhirg chir 4 4y. Con chim tung canh bay sang mdt cay khéc,
va g Freemantle tr¢ vé& chd i ngdi. Ga nhin chim chim con chim thét 1au, sau d6 nhim mét va lim d4u thanh gia.

Johnny nhin Jack, hin Fic dau, mét tréing béch, va ghi chat cdy stng nhu thé budng ra 1 chét.

Thém hai con qua nita d4u xudng nhimg canh cay, i thém ba con. Johnny tré lai tiép tuc dao x6i va thoi gian nhu kéo dai ra khi gié thdi manh hon. Dat
cét toira va dao béi dé dang, nhung Johnny dao sau. Cau lam ngo sy dau dén trén hai ban tay, 16p da tron md, bong troc ra ra thir nude trong, mii
ngot. Cau lamngo céi lung dau, sy co kéo lam chi khiu bung dirt, m6 hoi chay ra lam it cay xe. Céu c6 ca ngay d€ dat duoe muc dich dat ra, do vay
céau vach ké hoach, phurong cach tiép cén kha di nhat, nhiing cau héi cdu s& hoi mot khi dira con cuia gi khong 16 da nam dudi long dat.

Johnny liéc nhin gi Freemantle.

Ludi xéng cm vao dét.

Céu xtic dt cat nong khi miy den kéo van vii trén nhing céi cdy ddy qua.

Khi Johnny tréo kén khoi 16 huyét, it trOi tU i sau dam mily mang con giong dén. Nhirng ngon cdy bi gio quét qudy dap. Mii ctia tAng ozone phéng
phat trong khong khi. “Mura t6i noi 161 day,” Jack noi. Lo huyét khong sau nhu ¢6 the, nhung kich thude wvira phai, hinh dang cling vira phai.

“P6 Ia nhitng gi toi c0,” Johnny ndi. “Tat ca nhitng gl t6i c6 thé am dugc.”

“T6i ¢6 thimg” Freemantle chi vé chiéc quan tai.

“Puge rdL.”

Ho di chiéc quan tai canh sat bén huyét mo. Khi dén ddy, ho ludn soi day thimg xuyén qua ci quai kim loai va ha 40 quan xudng huyét mo. Trong that

t01 nghi€p dudi cai 16 nham nhé, §6ng suong. Soi thlmg kéo 1én kéu k&o ket, va gi Freemantle ,cucf)n ng') lai, di tay to nin khéo Ko nhung chélm chap.
“T61 muon chinh t6i lam phan cudi ciing,” G2 cti dau. “Nha kho chira rom kho rdo néu con muon di nam.” Freemantle nhin bau troi tim, chi chiét, 1a cay



bién thanh mau bac. “Con bé ching bao gior thich giong t6.” Ga xoay trd lai, kéo cai xéng Ién va mdt tia chdp vang loé lén trong bung nhirg dam may.
“Sém chép,” Johnny noi.

Nhung ga khong 16 khong budn voi va. Ga tha timg nim dAt xudng huyét mo. Nhing I cdy xao xac trong gio. ‘Samchop gidng xudng.” Ga tha thém
dat phu trén quan tai con gai gi. Gio tdc manh hon. Jack da budc ra ngoai cdng nghia trang, nhung Johnny khong hé c6 ¥ dinh theo sau. Freemantle trb
miéit nhin xudng quan tai, khong hé chuyén dich. “Chiia n6i chuyén nghe nhu giong bd t61.”

“Thét vay sao?”

Freemantle git dau. “Khong giong giong n6i khéac.”

“Giong n6i khac?”

“Nhur s6-c6-la mém nhiin duéi 4nh niing mit troi. Ngot dinh ring. Khé ma nudt dwoc.” Ga nhin vé phia con giong. “T6i nghe tiéng Ngai khi ddm qua
dén gan.”

Freemantle nhic hon d4 1én va némné vao dam qua déu trén nhitng canh sbi thap. Ga ném thit gan, sau d6 ngung mjt ddi that 1au, va Johnny khong hé
thuc ép gi. Ga dan 6ng dién cudng quan tri. Johnny nhin quanh quan tim Jack, nhung hin bé di ddu mat. “To1 sg hii khi troi sam sét,” Freemantle ndi. Ga
ngira mit nhin thing vao con gidng nhung khong hé c6 dau hiéu sg hii, trai nguge véi nhitng gi g noi. “Chtia khdng ndi chuyén voi toi nita.”

Nai tiéc thurong i ¢6 thuc. Sy mit mat.

“Pay. Cho chiit.” Johnny giding cai xéng tir gi Freemantle va budc dén chd cay sdi. Nhimg con qua kéu ca quac khan duc, 10i bay di, va Johnny ding
ludi xéng khoét mot vong tron trong vo cay. “No s€ bao vé dng khoi bi sét danh. Nhung chi co cay soi thoi. Nhiing cay khac thi khong y nghia gi ca.”

Ga dan 6ng to 6n dimg ling, nghiém trang va cang thang, doi mét di chuyén tir chd vo cay bi duc khoét dén cau con trai. “Ma thuat den.”

“Khong”

“Thé ai n6i?”

“Nguoi Trung Au cd. Ho chét hét ca rdi. Chét tir au imrdi”

“Lam sao cau biét phép thuat ctia nd néu tAt ca ho déu da chét?”

“Toi doc n6 & dau do. Chuyén d6 khong quan trong,”

Freemantle Fic dau, khuon it bj tra tAn ciia g ddy nghi ngd. “Sam chép dénh,” gd n6i mdt lan nita. “Cau chi im dugc mdt diéu i ciu nguyén Chia
cho sét dung danh tring cdu.” Ga nhin vao niii dat con tuoi m6i dao. “Con bé & ra phai duoc nghe nhitng loi cu nguyén khi dat lp xuong huyét mg.”
(33 xoay nguoi, khuon mit day vé hy vong va niém tin twdng khong lam sao giai thich dugc. “Cau c6 cudn Thanh kinh khong?”

“T6i khong c6.” Bat thinh finh, Johnny cam thiy hd then. “Nhung t6i thude phan nao.” Johnny khong thiy Iy do ndo dé chia sé dirc tin ctia cau cho
chuyén nay, di nhién I3 khong voi mdt ké xa la va syr sg hii cta g véi qua den va sam chdp cliing giong néi ngot nhur duong, “T6i s€ doc kinh giip ong.”

Conmra triit rao rao tit trén ngon cdy. Khudn mit Freemantle chuyén sang yén tam khi Johnny bude dén gan hon va cam nhan duoc chiéu cao cla gi
dan 6ng ngay bén canh cau. Nhitng vét theo dim do va xam xit, con mét hong ]ap lanh khi anh séng vang lo¢ chop kén. Johnny nghi ngoi vé nhimg dém
dai doc Thanh kinh, nhirng gio me cau cau nguyén phat sot 1én va sy tim kiém vé y niém ciia chinh cu. Mot quang thoi gian khé Iau, du 6c cau trdng
r0ng, sau d6 cu ndi nhing 161 duy nhét cau 6 thé nhé ndi. “Lay Cha cta ching con diy quyén ning & trén troi...”

Mura lanh roi nang hat.

Levi Freemantle lau nuréc mit khi g chon cét c6 con gii.

Johnny dtmg trong troi mura va chdr doi sdm chop danh up xudng.
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Hunt va Yoakum cho & sanh liu mdt ctia mdt cao dc 1on dudi phd. Van phong gi Ken Holloway nim & lu nm, nhung ngudi tiép tan, mdt phu nit co
khuon mit sit d4 tudi trén ném muroi, giy khé khin. Bén ngoai, bau troi cang ngay cang t6i sim di. Rac rudi bi gié cudn bay ngang sin xi méng, sau do
téc 1én va quay vong trong gi6. “Ching t6i khong can xin hen.” Thé hanh sy ctia Hunt niim gon trong 1dng ban tay. Nguoi phy nir dimg dang sau c4i quiy
@b téchto Iom, hé thong dién thoai déit & mOt bén, nhitng nit chop do va xanh. Cong ty cua ga Holloway chlem ctr toan bd cao dc. Nhin so qua danh ba

e

cting thay phin ndo tAm ¢ cia n6. Mo gidi Dia bc, Phat trién, Xay dyng Thuong méi, Tur van, Quan tri Dia 0 be. Holloway lam chi throng xa, vai cao
bc & phd trung tAm, ba rap hat, hai san gon; va d6 méi chi & thanh phd nay. Tai san ga ta trai dai khiip noi trong tiéu bang,

“Pay 1 vin dé hinh syr,” Hunt ndi. “T6i ¢6 thé trd lai trong vong hai muroi phit voi trat doi va lénh kham xét.”

bién thoai ctia ngurdi phu nif reo vang va ba ta tra loi. Khi cip may, giong ba ta lanh ling va ¢6 dong, khudn mit khong hé nhrong bo. “Ong Holloway 1a
mdt trong nhitng ngudi tir t& nhét cta thanh phd ndy, va tat ca moi ngudi & day déurd chuyen ong gy xach nhidu. Khéng thiéu ngudi san sang im nhén
chimg khai trurdc toa chong lai 6ng néu nhitng trd d6 van tiép dién & day ngay hom nay.”

Niét mit ba ta thay d6i va ba mim cudi. “Ong Holloway s& gip 6ng bay gio.” B trd mdt canh tay. “Thang méy & phia bén tay phai ctia ong.”

Ho di ngang qua san nha It d4 cAm thach va budc thing vao thang may. Yoakum bam niit va hai canh cira dong khit lai. “Qué tuyét,” 6ng noi.

“Ba tiép tan a?”

“MOot phy nir ¢ duyén.”

Vin phong Holloway chiém dung toan bé tang lau. Hunt thdy mdt phong hop, vai vin phong phu trg, toan bd con lai 1 khong gian mo. Holloway dmg
dang sau ban am viéc. Dumg ngay bén phai la 6ng luét su; dimg bén tri, mbt nhan vién bao vé méc dong phuc, deo sing. Ba b trdng 1t kinh cho mot
cai nhin bao quat gin hét dudi phd, ca nha canh sat thanh phd, nhin bé téo teo va do ban. Tir d6 cao niy c6 thé thiy con giong dang 4m amkéo dén voi
mdt birc tirong méu tim thAm va den dta.

“Tham tir,” Holloway ndi.

Hunt bude vao tim tham A Pong va di qué chiéc ban phong hop ma gid tri cvia n6 hon ca chiéc 6 t6 ciia 6ng, Ong dung lai tru6e ban am viée. Ny cudi
cua Holloway gurong gao, nhing ngon tay cta Ong ta tréng da trén mit ban noi ching chiu ke co thé ctia dng ta. “Ong chiic van con nhé dng ludt s cia
1. Pay 1 ong Bruce.” Ong chi vao tay bao v&.

Hunt nhin chdm chim tir trén xudng dudi Bruce. Ga ta trac bn muroi, cao 16n va den dui trong bo ddng phuc xanh ti hd thang tap v6i huy hiéu vang deo
trén ngue 40 va huy hiéu twrong tur may trén vai a0. Nét mit gi khong hé biéu 16 sic thai. Sting deo loai ban tir dong. “Ong c6 mang theo gidy phép giit
stng khong, Bruce?”

“Ong ta c6,” Holloway noi.

“Ong ta khong tyr tra 16 duoc sao?”

3 GKh(")ng. 2

“Ong ta 13 nguoi trudng thanh roi.”

“Ong ta dang lam viéc cho t6i.”

Hunt nhuréng may nhin Bruce, nghiéng du va nhin vai. “Ching t6i dang diéu tra vé kha néing c6 syr lién d6i gitta mdt vu an hinh sy voi mdt trong céc
nhan vién cua 6ng. Chiing t6i can tén va ho so nhan vién cua tat ca cac nhan vién bao v¢, déc biét la nhitng ngurdi lam viéc tai thuong xa.”

“Vu an hinh sy loai gi vay?”

“Chiing t6i mudn Hy tén céc nhén vién.”

Ong lut su nghiéng ngudi qua cai ban. “Toi da ¢b van than chi ciia t6i tra 1oi ‘Khong’ voi tit ca céc cau hoi khi chura c6 lénh toa 4n.”
Holloway gio hai tay dé chimg t6 6ng ta khong c6 chon hra, va Hunt gip doi niit do xét cia tay luat sur. “D6 ¢6 phai quyét dinh tdi hdu khong?”
“Diling,” tay luat sur noi.

“Ong ciiing da ¢6 van than chi ciia ong khong dugce can trd cude didu tra ctia ching t6i?”

“Di nhién.”

“Ong ta s& khong duroc bao dong cho ai vé cude thim viéng nay. Cudce diéu tra dang dién tién.”

Holloway né mdt nu cudi giao té. “Ching ta khong c6 gi dé thao Iuan bén ngoai toa an, Tham tir Hunt. Khong vé nhan vién ciia t01, vé cudc diéu tra clia
ong, hay su Iya chon sai trai khac thuong, Khong vé ba Katherine Merrimon hay dira con trai ngd ngao ctia ba ay.”



Hunt nhin d6i mit, sau d6 quay got.

“O, nhung trude tién,” Holloway noi. “Toi nghi ong nén biét ring Katherine Merrimon da tir chdi khong gip t0i nita. Thay ddi khod cira. Kich dong.
Chuyén binh thurong,”

Hunt dimg budc, trd lai c4i ban. “Chuyén that viy sao?”

“Ching t6i d4 tng dat don xin tryc xuit khoi gia cur sang hdm nay. Ba ta s& phéi don ra dudng trong vong ba muroi ngiy.”
“Ba ta sé tu lo liéu duoc,” Hunt noi.

“Ba ta cd lam dugc khong?”

Tam nhin ctia Hunt bi thu hep lai cho dén khi 6ng thiy nu cuoi trén cip mbi nhu bdi mi ctia g Holloway. Ong cam thiy 4o jacket ciia ong bi gidt va biét
Yoakum goi khéo. “Théi di, Clyde.”

Yoakum quay di nhung Hunt chira chiu bo cude. Ong nhin g Bruce, rdi Holloway. “C6 phéi cac nhan vién an ninh ctia 6ng déu mang vii khi?” Ong hoi.

“Toi s& khong tra o1 cu hoi ctia ong,” Holloway n6i. “Toi nghil ti d 10 rang trong van dé nay.” Hunt nhin gi bao vé. “Hin ta ciing s& khong n6i voi ong
bt cir didu gi.”

Bruce giit kin mdm miéng, dtmg théng lung; nhung khi ong Holloway khong nhin g nita, gi dit mot ngon tay trén bang stng.
Ong lut su nghiéng dAu. “Mot ngay t6t lanh, tham tir. Nguoi tiép tan s& vui vé xac nhan tich ké dau xe clia ong”

Ho budc ngang cin phong, tiéng gidy nhe nhang trén san trai tham, kéu to khi ching cham vao san 0. Cénh cira thang méy mo, 16i déng, “Vin phong
lich sy nhi,” Yoakum néi. Hunt gitt yén Iing, nhitng mong tay cau vao long ban tay. “Tam nhin tuyét voi.”

Ho di ngang qua ngudi tiép tan, ba ta liéc ho nhung ho lam ngo. Bén ngoai duong di bo, cao ¢ viron cao va t6i den bén trén hai nguoi. Tinh dién day
trong khong khi, va giong Hunt duong nhur chira day mirc nang hrgng thé do. “Ong thay khong?”

“Toithy.”

“Nhéan vién an ninh ctia g ta mang stng,”
“Khong phéi tat ca nhur vay.”

“Nhung mdt nguoi.”

“Mot nguoi deo sing,”

Ho budc ra xe va gié m cho dng quan ctia ho quat phan phét. Bong phuc, huy hiéu, va cay stiing. Mot dira tré muroi ba tudi ¢6 thé nhim 1an ngudi d6 1
com

D@ dang nhur bét ctr thir gl

D& nhur #n keo.
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O ngoai xe 6 t, Yoakum dit hai tay Ién mui xe. Hunt dimg & phia bén kia xe, con dwong 1§ sau hung ho ving ngit. “T6i can ndi vai diéu,” Yoakum ni.
“Va t61 khong nuon 6ng nhay mija vé chuyén nay.”

“Chuyén gi d6?”

“Ching ta khong can phai suru tra hd so nhan vién.”

“Ching ¢6 thé c6 ich.”

“Nhung ching ta khong can ching.”

Hunt nhin vai. “Téi mudn gip gi ta. Toi mubn g3 ta biét ring toi dang ling suc.”
“Nhung Iy do d6 chua du.”

“C6 & ong ding,”

“Vay thi tai sao lai dén day lam gi? Tai sao lai lién can Holloway néu chuyén d6 khong cAn thiét? Ong biét 22 s€ khong tra 101 cau hdi cta Ong. Ga cam



ghét ong.”

Hunt nhin tra lai, hai nét nhém nghién.
“Thoi chét 1.

“Vao xe,” Hunt noi.

Ca hai chui vao trong xe; tiéng dn a0 ctia gié bién mét. “Ga s& goi dién cho ngudi ciia g3,” Yoakum noi. “Thi g trude gio van viy.” Hunt dé may xe.
“C6 I& gio nay gd dang ndi chuyén trén dién thoai.”

“C6 thé.” Hunt i sb xe, kiém tra xe ¢ trén duong 16, va lao xe hrdt di khoi & duong.

“Ong da giang bay gi ta,” Yoakum tiép tuc. “Ga s& goi dién cho ngudi clia gi va ong s& budc i ti can trds didu tra.”
Hunt im lang khong néi gi.

Ong 1ai xe dén thong xa.

Thirong xa 1 mdt tang xi-méng nguyen khi va trat vita, trong amdam va vuon trén bau troi t6i sim. Cira kinh chdp chiéu tir mau xam qua tim khi nguoi
ta ra khoi, tat ta vé nha trrdc khi con giong dén. Hunt ludn lch qua dam dong xe co. Ong 1& goc va vai hat mira to roi 10p dop trén kinh trude. Ho di

qua nhitng thing rac, bé Ién xudng hang ho4 va nhitng chiéc xe cii k.

Ho dang di gitta duong xudng birc tudng phia dang sau thi tham tir Hunt théng gap. Cira phia bén 6ng bung md va ong ra khoi xe trude khi Yoakum goi.
“Ong dang lam tro gi vay?”

Nhung Hunt d4 Ién dudng “Thwra ba?” Hunt goi nguoi phu nir dang dimg khom ngudi chd ngoai clng ctia mot bé lén xudng hang hoa gin day nhét.
“Thura ba?” Ngudi phu nif trac tudi su muroi, dep lFo. Toc bac tring bong bénh & ¢d, van chiéc 40 ddm sang trong, Hunt cudi ny cudi kha di nhét.
“Chao ba. Téi i Tham tir Hunt.” Ong chia thé hanh sy. “Xin 161 m phién ba.”

“Toi gitp duoc dng didu g?” Ba i ngudi phu nit manh khanh va thanh lich. Hat kim crong den & c6 phai vao khoang hai cara va hang that.

Vai giot mura roi xudng mit duong trai ¢4 dam. “Toi khong tai ndo khong dé y dén...” Hunt trd vao cai ma ba dang cAm 6 tay.

“Ca nglr.” Ba nghiéng c4i lon, ngrong ngdp. Nép hop da khui, ¢4 ngir boc mui thiu. Ba tr6 vao gbc ctia bé Ién xudng hang hod, noi ba vira dat mot hop
ca troi mdi khui. “Con meo khon ngoan. T6i khong tai nao ¢d theé ngdi nhin né quanh quan ki€ém an & thing rac.”

“Con meo mét moi chan c4 ngir rdi ha ba?” Ong nghiéng du va nhin vao lon ca.
“T6i khong thiy né da may homroi.”

“Con meo hinh dang nhur thé n0?” Sy béi rdi ctia ba hién 16 trén khudn niit, do vay Hunt no mu cuoi kha di nhét. ‘Néuba khdng ngai, tdi ciing 1a ngudi
yéu quy meo.”

Ba tuoi cudi, bude lai gan hon. “Con meo ndu véi doi mét vang va hai chan tréng”

Ba gio cao ca hai tay, cudi rang 16, “N6 khon Em!”

Hunt bude n vao cai bé 1én xudng hing hoa. “Chiing t6i durgc phép vio cira hiéu ctia ba khong?”
“T6i khong biét...”

“T6i phai yéu ciu nhur vay.”

Cira higu bén quan do. Hunt va Yoakum di vao qua nha kho, sau d6 qua phong thi quén o. Céc ba nhin kn, kinh ngac, nhung Hunt im ngo ho, tién
thang dén thang may. “Clyde. Cham lai mjt chit.”

Van con nhiéu ngudi & d6, miic dau troi dang gidng gi6. Gia dinh, con nit - tran ngdp méu sic va tiéng on ao.
“Clyde!”

Hunt virot nhanh qua dam dong, Yoakum theo st phia dang sau. “Biing 1 g nay.”

“Ga ndy la gi nao? Ong dang néi chuyén gi vay?”

“Cing | con m2o virt & nha Johnny. Méo ndu voi hai chén triing. Ga nay 1 nguoi ching ta dang ling.”

“AiQ”



“GA nhan vién an ninh nao d6 deo sing.”
“GA com cuia Johnny.”

Hunt bue vo thang may va bam thang my chay Ién trén d6. Ong xudt hién & khu virc ban hang &, virot qua mdt shom ngwdi mua sam va tién dén
céanh ctra danh dau AN NINH. Ctra déng. Hunt bam chudng,

“B¢ phan an ninh day.”

Hunt nhdn giong n6i. “Ong Steve. Toi [ Tham tir Hunt. M6 cira ngay.”

“C6 van dé gi khong?”

Hunt d4p tay trén tAm kim loai lanh tanh. “Bim mé canh ctra ny ngay lap tirc.”

Cénh ctra m& va Hunt nhdy hai bac cau thang lao 1én phia bén trén. Yoakum chay theo huynh huych phia sau. Ca hai phong Ién bé do cau thang, vii khi
it ra camtay. Ong Steve gip ho 0 trén dau cau thang, canh cira md ngay dang sau Ong ta. “Budc qua mdt bén, ong Steve.”

“Ui troi. E.”” Hai tay 6ng Steve gio 1én khi 6ng trong thiy stng

Trong van phong an ninh, gi nhn vién an ninh béo ngdi nhin nan anh vé tuyén, mot ngudi khac dimg ngay trude cira s6 bang kinh nhin xubng khu vue
ban do an. Ca hai kinh ngac, so'hai. Khong ai trong ho mang vii khi. “Van phong,” Hunt ndi, sau d6 nhin canh cira déng, cira s6 ¢6 rem che kin. “Ong”
Ong tré mdt tay vao ngudi nhan vién an ninh dang dimg. “Ngoi xuong.”

Ga nhan vién an ninh chay voi dén chiéc ghé gin nhét. Hunt di chuyén dén canh cira vin phong va Yoakum kém chiit mdt bén. Steve nhin sting so.
“C6 ai trong d6 khong?”” Hunt hoi.

“Ong Meechum? Ong ta di rdi.”

“Meechum la ai?”

“Ong sép.”

Hunt ra hiéu cho Steve tranh xa ctra, sau d6 nhin Yoakum va dém nguoc tir ba. Canh cira md dé dang, va ho tran vio, bén trong van phong tréng rong,
“T6i da noi...” Steve dimg che lip canh ctra mo. “Ong Meechum vira roi khoi.”

“Khi nao?”

“Namphut, ¢6 18.”

“Miéu ta ong ta xem,” Hunt noi.

“T6i khong biét. Sau muroi lim tudi. Om nhéch nhung khoé manh. Téc mong, miii gay. Tinh tinh khé wa.”

“Y ¢6 deo stng khong?”” Hunt hoi. <Y niic dong phuc?”

“Thudng Ong ta méc quan jeans, 4o so mi kaki. Nhung ong ta deo sung ¢ thit lung. Ong ta i ngudi duy nhét dugc phép deo sing.”

“Loai gi?”
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“Cay stng. Kich ¢ nao?”

“Bdn lam, 61 nghi vy.”

Hunt cham it Yoakum, va ¢4 hai déu hiéu. Cing kich v voi vo dan tim thiy & trong xe ctia David Wilson.

“Y ¢6 mang cong khong?”” Yoakum hoi.

“Tét ca ching t6i déu mang”

“John.” Hunt tr6 vao c4i ban trong vin phong, N6 cii ki va nhiéu du vét, khong c6 gi dic biét. Mot hang dau méay vo tuyén dit trén miit ban, dau day

vao hé thong theo doi ctia thirong x4. Ba dau méy v tuyén ddu vao camera thu hinh anh khu vire ban d6 an. Mi cai hién ciing mdt canh: mot cai ban
toan con gai tré, ¢ the tudi murdi bon, c6 thé tré hon. Hinh anh duge thu vao. Hunt ¢6 thé thay niéng rang, mun trén mit, nu cudi, toc chai. “Ga nay la



nguoi ching ta tim.””
Yoakum nghiéng ngudi vao. “Dd chd ma.”

“Tai sa0 Meechum di khoi day?” Hunt hoi, va c6 mot diéu gi do rét chic chéin gil ndy chinh I nguoi ho dang truy tim. Steve khong ngin ngai. “Ong ta
nhan mot ¢t dién thoai goi ttr dng Holloway. T61 khong biet ho ndi véi nhau chuyén gi, nhung chinh t6i chuyén ¢t dién thoai ay.”

“Khi nao?”

“Vira m6i ddy. Negay trude khi cac ong dén ddy.”

“Steve,” Hunt néi. “Ching t6i can dia chi nha ctia gi Meechum.”

“Toi khong biét dia chi nha g, nhung 6ng c6 thé di b dén nha g3 trong vong hai phit.”

“Pi bang cach nao?”” Hunt hoi.

“Y sdng ngay dang sau thirong x4. Qua vai bui co dai, mdt hoac hai cai murong, 1 ong dén ngay sau cira nha gi.”

“Chi cho t6i,”” Hunt noi.

“Ngay bay gio?”

“Ngay gidy phit nay.”

Steve liémmbi, so' hai nhin xung quanh can phong. “Thét viy sa0?”

“That.” Tay Hunt dap manh trén vai 6ng ta. “That vay.”

Mua lanh hét manh vao mit Hunt khi 6ng m& canh ctra plﬂa,déng sau thurong x4; mira quét xudng cac goc, v tan thanh man che mo trén n6C Xe mau
den. Tamnhin xa gan nhu khong, nhur the dnh sang bi hit mat khoi khong khi. Mot céi xe phong veo qua, kinh trude xe mo mit, gat nurde hit vang nude
theo hinh vong cung, “O d4u?”” Hunt 1én cao giong,

Steve tro tay. Canh cira nang dong sam dang sau ong ta. “Péang kia. Gitta nhitng cai cdy.” Hunt thiy nhitng cai cdy, hai bui tuyét ting viron cao tir b
vién ctia con murong Vit ngang bai dau xe. “C6 con dudng mon. Khong dai im dau.”

“T6i mudn dng chi cho t61.”

“Oi trdi.” Steve nhin Ién trdi mura. “Ong s& Am t6i wét siing va bi dudi viée ddy.”

Khéng ai cuoi.

‘Ngay bay gio,” Hunt noi.

Ho lao nhanh ngang qua m¥it duong ngdp nudc, len loi gira mot chiéc Suburban dang dau va chlec Ford cii rich véi bang keo dan che kin mdt bén cira
$0. Bang sau nhimng chiéc xe, con murong da bt dau ngép nude. Nude den | ngom cudn theo gidy g6i db an nhanh, tGi nhra, ‘nhitng loai hop thube 1a
xubng chd thip. Con dudng mon bit dau chd hang cay, chat hep va thing tip qua nhitng bui ¢ dai moc cao va nhiing 16 dét con tréng. Tay Yoakum
roi tring vao vai Hunt. “Cé cén tiep vién khong?”” Ong dua may lién lac 1én.

“Chiing ta khong cho doi.”

“Tbt.” Yoakum nhét méy lién lac vio trong tiii va Ién dan cdy stng. “T6i ghét chd doi.”

*“Cén nha nao?”

Steve nghiéng v& phia tréi dé nhin giita hai cdy tuyét ting. Mot day nh bé nh6 & phia déing sau nhing lm ¢6 dai. Hunt théty nhitmg hang hién chét hep va
10 nurdng thit v& bé, mdt vai chiéc xe dap. Steve chi mit Ian nita. “Thay can nha mau xam c6 chiéc xe dap do trong hang hién sau nha khong?”

“Thay.”
“Can nha thir ba phia bén trdi ctia can nha ddy.”

Hunt’dé'm vé phia trai, thdy mot can nha thap véi nhimg vét son loang 16 va mot bui cay nhura rudi chét kho & mot goc. Khong dén dién. Khong co s
chuyén dich. Ong chi cho Yoakum

“Ong ta song mjt minh?”” Hunt hoi.

“Toi nghi vay.”



“Ong ¢ ngay tai ddy.” Hunt do chimng Yoakum “Ong sin sang chira?”’
'3?

“Khdng ché vao chd nao!

Ho nhay qua con murong va chui vao nhing bui co, cong gap nguoi, sting nganrut ra ndng ha xudng. Co dai moc cao ngt ngwong va thd nhitng canh 14
dai Am wét dung vao ho khi ho di chuyén. Sdm chép ami Con dudng mon wét dm va tron truot.

Ho dirng & mt méi che nho trude céi sin tron bao quanh nha g Meechum Mot miii gi d6 virong trong khong khi, mii ndng nic hoa chit khong rd xuat
XU tir dau.

Ho lao nhanh mdt doan ngin chirng bay mét cudi cing, tra lung vao birc twong dudi cai ctra sd to nhat. Nudc 4o thoat xudng tir nhitng méng xdi bi
nghén. Miii hoa chit ndng nic, cai gi d6 dang chay. Hunt tho dau ngo vao trong clra s0. Rémcira kéo déng kin nhung co mot khoang ho ¢ gitta. DO la
phong khach, mot khoang khong gian tam t6i voi ban ghé cii k§ va trin nha thap 1 t&. Tham mau vang cam, turong 6p 20 thong ré tién. Meechum hét
nhu Steve dién ta. Minh ddy va khom khom, y ngdi cong ngudi trude miy tinh, 4 40 so mi w6t dAmmd hoi. Trong 1o swdi, nhidu dia méy tinh xép thanh
chdng va dang bbc chdy. “Ga ta d6t huy tang chirng,” Hunt néi, khom ngudi xudng, lao nhanh ra cira sau. “Anh ra ctra trude. Ching ta s& x6ng vao
trong sau nuroi gidy.”

Yoakum di chuyén ra phia déng trure, dé Hunt mdt minh trong troi mura. Ong mao hiém nhin mot lan nita Xuyén qua ctra $0. Toc tai dung dimg hoang
dai trén dau Meechum. Y dép tan ban phim, r6i dap manh vao thanh méy tinh, dép mdt lan nira. Hunt khong thay cy riu cho dén khi Meechum vdi lay
16. N6 dyra vao ban, can g mai chau va hudi riu ri sét den ngdm ngoai trir doc phin hrdi sang lp lanh. Cay riu duoc gio 1én va méit Meechum danh lai,
moi tré ra, hai it nhdm nghién; sau do cai riu roi xudng ci ram, nhua v, va kinh bay tung toé.

May tinh.

T6 cha.

Hunt tut xudng khoi cua $0, lao nhanh dén cira ra vao. Ong thir nim vin cira. Khoa cimg, Ong ké vai vao gd, cam thiy nd mong manh va ré tién.
Khung ctra bat tung ddm dam tua ttia dudi strc ndng cuia Ong, va ong lao vao trong nha bep, san nhyra tron truot du6i doi chin day bun cta 6ng. Mot
dau hi¢u chuyén dong qua canh cira vao phong khach va sung ctia Hunt dua 1én khi 6ng lao vao phong, “Canh sat! Canh sat day. Me kicp!”

May tinh bi choc thing trén dinh, Meechum dimg trén n6, riu vung Ién va dong ctmg ngudi khi y nhin chong choc vao cai nong sing dang chia vé hudng
minh. Ong thay sur thét kinh trong doi mét cta y. “Dimg im!” Hunt bude sau vao bén trong can phong, duong ban vudng goc voi doi tuong. Can phong
hdi ndng ndc mii nhya chdy. Meechum lic dau, udi tho ra nhur udi ky nhong,

“Hay budng cay riu xuéng,” Hunt tim kiém Yoakum, sau d6 nghe tiéng kinh v& & ngoai cira trudc.

“Hay budng cay riu xudng,” Hunt néi.

Khudn niit gi dan 6ng co giat. Long ngue y phap phong khl khoi den ngdm bdc Ién tir ong khoi. Hunt nhin thiy su quéa quyet hén rd trén khudn mit ctia
Meechum, ngay ca khi déing sau canh cira y dimg phat ra tiéng luc duc. Hunt thiy 4nh Ién sic kim loai, va Yoakum voi khiu stng giir trén cao lao vao
trong can phong,

Cai dAu riu néng 1én khi xurong sdng ctia Meechum cong gap.

“Dimg,” Hunt hét Ién, nhung lic d6 da qua tré.

Meechum vung céi riu, va Yoakum ban gi xuyén thau tim. Thi thé r6t mt Up xubng, mdt cai gidt nhe & hai ngon tay cong. Hunt budc ngang phong den o
su6i va da nhiing cai dia nhya vang ra xa khoi ngon Ira. Chup cdi cay khéu Iira, ong dio béi sau hon, x6 tung mG nhya dang chay do dang va ¢b ging
ciru vin duge caindo c6 thé. Cudi cling, Yoakum gitip 6ng ta. Nam dia khong bi thiét hai gi, mdt chuc cai khac bi chiy xém. Muoi cai dia b chay toan
bd khong con co hdi ciru van,

Hunt Ibi bude. Gidy cua 6ng den ngdm, b hong ding khét. Ong nhin Yoakum, khudn mit 6ng Ay diém finh. “Ong c6 can thiét phai giét gi khong?” Hunt
hoi. Yoakum nhin thi thé. “Ga dinh bira 6ng bang cay riu.”

“Ga dinh bira cai may tinh.”

Khuon nit Yoakum khong hé ¢6 biéu hign héi héin hogic nhén 16i. “Géc nhin qué té. Toi khong nhin thiy dng. Toi khong thé thiy dng rit sing ra dua kén
hay khong, Khi t6i vira vao phong thi ludi riu vung xudng. Toi nghi i ta bira 6ng.”

“Toi wéc gi ong khong gibt gi.”
“Phat dan ban dung 18.”
Hunt ngimg, rat yén king. “T6i chura bao gid n6i n6 khong hop 1y.”

“N6 14 phét dan dung 18.”” Mui mau bdc 1én trong ciin phong. Yoakum tra sting trd vao bao, hai it den va bong loang nhur kinh. “Hét chay,” 6ng noi, va
quay di.



Nam phit sau, iép vién d6 dén, di chung trong ddmho c6 ong Canh sat trudng, va nhimg cau hoi, khong cau ndo dé dang, Cém tran ngp cin nha. Con
giong van nang hat. Khi it troi Bin, thi thé da dwoc chuyén di, nhig cai dia nhua duoc gbi chit va chuyen giao cho chuyén vién k¥ thudt may tinh
thurong thiing thudc nha canh sat. Canh sat trrdng goi tham tir Hunt va Yoakum vao trong nha bép. “Mot lan chot. Cho 61 biét day c6 phéi i hin
khong?”

“Chung t6i nghif hn ta c6 lién can v6i Burton Jarvis.”

“Tai sao?”

“Bién s an cip. Mo chét tir thurong xa. Tor ghi chii ctia Johnny Merrimon...”

“Pmg n6i vi ti vé to ghi chi ciia anh nhoc d6.”

“Nhitng diém nhin dién cta g3 tring hop,” Hunt ca quyét. “Tudi tac, chidu cao, mau toc. Ching ta da timg trai qua chuyén ndy ba fin.”

“N6i lai mdt An nita.”

Va Hunt giai thich moi chuyén. Canh sat truong khong hé ngit 104 Ong ta hiém khi chép mit.

“Chung t6i thu giir dwoc vai cai dia,” Hunt két luan. “O cimg nhin con nguyén. N6 s& cho chiing ta biét nhiéu hon.”

Ong Canh sat trurong nhin tir nguoi ndy dén ngudi kia. “Toi mudn hai ong trd vé sd canh sat,” dng néi. “Toi mudn ca hai 6ng viét bao cdo. Ngoai chuyén
do, t61 khong muon bat cir ai trong hai dng n6i mdt 101 nao cho bat cir ai veé chuyén ndy, ca gilia hai 6ng, ca ban gai cac 6ng hogc nhitng canh sat khac -
cho dén khi ndo t6i co trong tay ban bao cao cua hai 6ng. Ching ta o rang r6i chir?”

‘Ng]e r~ 2

Canh sat trurong chi céi cira. “Béo cao. Ngay bay gio.”

“T6i dang mudn di ubng bia,” Yoakum dép 1oi. “Ching toi lim béo céo ngiy mai duoc chi?”’

Canh sat truong khong hé thich thil. “Béo céo,” dng n6i. “Tir ca hai ong. Riéng biét. Sau d6 t0i mudn hai dng vé nha v ngii vai tiéng. Ny mai i cin
phai nghi dén chuyén im sao giai quyét cai déng xa ban nay.”

“Pdng x4 ban,” Yoakum nhic lai, giong khong bang long.
“Vay theo ong phai goi d gi?”” Canh sat trudng khong hé i bude.
“Phéat stng chinh dang,”

Canh sat truong chong nanh hai tay, héch c4i cim nhin thin, cong mbi. “Mot g dan 6ng bi bin guc ¢ ngay phong khach nha 6ng ta. N6 thyc sy chinh
dénghoncalyvale.”

Hunt Ii xe riéng cta 6ng nhung Yoakum bi buge phai di cing v6i mot canh st trén xe tudn tidu. “Toi khong ttﬂch cai cam giac nay chit nao,” Yoakum
16i va ca hai 6ng déu hicu. Canh sat truong khong muon ho ban bac vé ban bao cdo khi ho i xe. Ong ta mudn ho bat ngo va khong chuan bi tinh than.
Hunt khéng thiy Yoakum khi 6ng dén. Ong duoc don ngay tai cong boi mot si quan an ninh ni vu tén ki Matthews. Ong ta 14 nguroi moi duge chuyén
(101 phu trach khu vire, do vy Hunt chi biét 6 6ng ta qua hinh dang va danh tiéng. Ong ta hén 1 ngudi thong minh, tir t&. Ong ta c6 d6i mét mét moi va céi
mdm phéan ddi; chan di hoi ca nhéic khi ong ta dat tham tir Hunt vao mdt cin phong hop khéc thuong, Trude tién 1 nhitng cu hoi binh thudng, loai cau
hoi déit ra sau mdt an lién quan dén sing nd, va néun6 dai hon binh thuong, chi tiét hon, 1 vi hanh dong n6 sting gdy tir vong. Hunt tiép nhan cau hoi de
dang. Ong da timg qua clra ai nay trude day.

Nhitng cau hoi bt thinh finh khéc thirdng sau ba muroi phiit.

“Ong va Tham tir Yoakum 1 ban, diéu d6 dung khong?”

“Chiing t6i Ia cong sur.”

“Cau tra 101 khong dap tmg, Thamtir.”

“John Yoakum la ban t61.”

“Ong c6 bao gio thiy Tham tir Yoakum rit sing ban trong con byc tirc khong?”’

“Khong, Dinhién Ia khong,”

“Ong ta c6 bao gior ding vil Iyrc qué mirc khong?”



“Vii luc 4p dung nhur thé nao 14 chuyén giai phap tinh huéng, Thim tir Yoakum I ngudi luén can thin phén dodn khong ché trach vao dau duge.”
“Theo nhén dinh cuia 6ng?”’

“Ding”

“Nhu [ ban ong ta.”

“La tham tir chi huy trong nhitng vu 4n 16n.” Hunt cam thiy sirc nong dudi Iop 4o. “La mt si quan voi mudi bay nam kinh nghiém. Chiing ta xong
chua?”

“Thém vai cau hdi nita.”

“Bit du di.”

Matthews g5 nhip dau bit chi xuéng ban va bat ngira nguoi trén ghé.

“Tham tir Yoakum c6 nt & vin phong 6ng hoi sém hém nay?”

“Céc 6ng thao ludn chuyén gi?”

Su kién nhin ctia Hunt bdc hoi. “Gan day chiing t6i ¢ hon mot vai thir dé thao luan.”

D61 mdi Matthews mip may, nhung ny cuoi khong dong b6 v6i anh mit. “Di nhién.” Cay bt chi gd nhip. “Tiffany Shore. Nhing dtra tré bi thim sat.”
Ong c6 thé n6i vé mit gi dau ndu xi ke hodc cai bay toc d6 bat nguoi.

“T6i s€ cho dng ding mdt phut,” Hunt ndi. “Sau d6 t6i s€ budc ra khoi day.”

Matthews nghiéng ngudi vé phia trude. “Trong khi ¢ viin phong ciia 6ng ngiy hdm nay, Tham tir Yoakum c6 n6i ai d6 phai dén mang cho nhimg gi da
xay ra voi nhitng dira tré khong?”

Hunt khong hé néi gi.

“Ong ta c¢6 n6i nhur vy khong?”

“T6i nghi chiing ta xong roi.” Hunt dimg day.
“Ong chura tra 101 cau hoi ctia t61.”

Hunt gin giong, “Nhimng gi d4 n6i hoic khong n6i & vin phong toi khong lién can gi dén chuyén xay ra ngay hom nay. Meechum cam cay riu. Yoakum
da lam nhitng gi 6ng ta nghi 6ng ta phai lAm.”

“Ong c6 chic vé diéq d6 khong, Tham tir?” Matthews nga cai ghé ra déng sau twra vao tuong, va Hunt khong thiy diéu i vui vé trén khudn mit cia gi
dan 6ng. “Hay nghi vé dicu do.”

Hunt khong n6i chuyén voi ai khi 6ng roi van phong nha canh sat. Pdng hd cta dng chi bay gi0 khi 6ng budc ra ngoai van phong va dung phai mjt con
giong nang hat. Ong bude bo, khong cam giac gi, dén xe 6 t6 ctia 6ng, Bén trong, khong khi amuét, ngdt ngat, hai tay tim vo-ling, 6 khoa. Ong nhin
quanh tim céc nhém phéng vién sin tin tirc nhung khong gap ai. C6 18 vi thoi tiét.

Ai d6 da nghe duoc.

Mic diu 6ng déng cira, nhung ai d6 da nghe nhing @i Yoakum noi.

Hunt 6m chét vo-ling va nhé lai ¢t bin xuyén tim ctia Yoakum. Cay riu vung cao, Yoakum lin x4 vao cin phong khi hri riu vung xudng, Nhin thi giéng
nhau, nhung cam giac thi khac bit.

Hay cam gidc ciing giéng nhau?

Sau mdt phit, Hunt goi anh con trai & nha. Bay tiéng chudng reo, sau d6 tiéng nhac cét Ién. Hunt ¢6 giing che gidu sur mét moi cing tinh bon chon tur
nhién cua 6ng. “Nay, Allen.”

“Chuyén gi d6?”
“Con an com tbi chwa?”

“Con dang hit thudc va xem phim tran trudng, B6 quan tim gi ba chuyén nay?”



Hunt ciin ring che gidu camxtic. “B s& vé nha trong chdc at. Mudn bd mua gi mang vé& khong?”

Bén ngoai, Yoakum xuét hién sau canh cira trude nha canh sat. Ong nhin Hunt mot in, rdi gio mdt tay va im 4m hiéu cy sting bang hai ngon tay. Hunt
chdp deén. Yoakumkéo co stiing, 161 budc vé xe riéng ctia ong, khong them dé y dén troi dang mira nhur Hunt.

“Dd Tau,” Allen n6i, “nhung mdt gids nira bd hay vé nha.”

Yoakum md cira xe, chui vao, déng cira. Ca hai & hai dau bai dau xe. Di nghich nhau.

“Tai sao lai mdt gio nita?”

“Bai vi con dang ban lam viéc.”

Hunt mét moi boi blre tuong gitta ho, sy vitng chéc ctia no, cai kiu nd moc cao hon mbi ngay.

Yoakum chui vao trong xe va Hunt cam nhan dugc ic dong co khoi dong, “B6 con minh xem phim sau khi an nhé? Nhu ching ta van thuong Bm y.”
“Con khong nghi véy.”

“Vay d6 ha?”

“Da. Thi nhu vay do.”

Yoakum lai xe rdi khoi bai déu cing lic anh nhoc cip mdy. Hunt clp dién thoai va nhin Yoakum lao di. Ho can noi chuyén, nhung Hunt khong san sang,
Chua. Ciing ching can gép. Ong c6 mot giov. Katherine chi & cach ddy murdi phut I xe. Ong nghii vé chuyén ndy, roi dé may xe. Ong l4i nam dam dui
van tdc quy dinh, chiéc 6 t6 bam chic it duong tron bong nhur kinh, nhung khi dén gn ving ven thi xa, 6ng phong xe nhanh hon. Ong mudn tim gip
ba, 6ng nhén ra nhur vAy. Trong gid phut d6, mira roi xudng mét duong va hit Ién nhu mot dong séng mrde den ngdm, dng mubn gip ba hon bét ki didu
gikhac.

O t6 cta 6ng leo kén ngon ¢ ddi sau do tut déc, dén xe chiéu xudng, nhirng ngdi nha nhd bé hién ra & phia dudi. Khoang cach gitta ching dugc chia deu,
anh dén duong héit ra va sic miu budn té cudn vao trong nhitng hing cdy; nhung can nha cua Katherine lai khac hén. Hunt cho xe chdm lai va hup déu
xubng nhin qua kinh truée bi hoi nuée pha mbt lop mang nhe. Puong dan vao nha ba tréng réng, xe ctia ba van con dang bi tam giam, nhung nhimg xe
tai san tin trc d4u day hai bén duong. Chin chiée. Chuc chiée.

Hunt quay dau khi ong l4i xe ngang ho. CNN. FOX. WRAL. Ca déng khac. Ong & xe vao duodng dan, virot qua sat mot chiéc xe tai gin nhat, va cira
mo tung khi mbt dam dong phong vién tia ra dudng trong con giong. Ho day dan kinh nghiém khong trin vao trong san nha ba Katherine, nhung ho hét
dat cau hoi trén duong phd ngay sau khi Hunt budc xubng gitta con mura.

Ong tim dwoc Johnny chua?

Sur thit c6 phai cau Ay dan dét 6ng tim dwoc ké st nhén hang loat nhitng dtra tré?

Nhirng méy thu hinh d chuén bj hoat dong trong thoi tiét xau. Gidi truyén thong thurong théing méic 4o mira nhung nhanh chéng bi am wt va do ban.
Nhirng cau hoi tiép tuc. Khong thir tyr. Khong rudm ra nghi thire. Ho cho doi tir 1au trong con mira, va Hunt sin sang di vao can nha.

Tham tir, sy tht co phai con s6 tir thi bay gidr 1 bay mang khong?
D6 1a Bang tan s6 chin. Hunt biét g 4y.

C6 bé Alyssa Merrimon ¢ mt trong con sd tir thi khong?

Tiéng n6i I6n hon.

Tham tr? Tham tG?

Nhitng cau hoi dén nhanh hon, hét vang xuyén qua troi mura tam ta. Hunt quay hng, Katherine md cira ¢ tiéng g cira Ian thir hai, bé nho, xanh xao va
xinh dep.

Ba Merrimon...

Néo dong, Hunt dimg giita ba va nhitng may camera ghi hinh. Ny cudi ctia ba khong guong ép nhu Hunt lo ngai né sé& thé. “Toi duoc phép vao chir?”
Ong hoi.

Ba dé 6ng vao nha, dong cira. “Johnny sao rdi?”

“Chua.”



Ba bude qua mt bén va Hunt trit bo chiéc do khodc wét dam Chi mot ngon dén chéy séng trong can nha. Ba hé tim rém cira va nhin ra ngodi. Mot
tach ca phé nguoi lanh trén cai ban canh ghé sofa. “Piéu d6 cé that khong?”” Ba nhin 6ng bang mdt con mat den tham, sau d6 nhin ra bén ngoai. “Ho ndi
nhig gi?”

“Ho n6i nhitng gi?”’

“Raing 6ng tim duroc mdt hd chon tip thé. Ma né khong thé ndo phat hién duge néu khong nhd Johnny.”

“Dicu do6 ding.”

“T6i khong thé nao hoi cau y.”

“Ching t6i khong ¢6 Iy do ndo tin ring thi thé ctia Alyssa nam & ddy. Nhung...”

“Nhung sa0?” Ba xoay ngudi khoi ctra s, d6i mét mong manh, cam nghiéng,

“Chung t6i chura hoan it tim kiém tat ca cac thi thé. Con giong budc ching toi phai ngung tam thoi.”

“Vay thi ngay mai?”

“Ngay mai, chiing t6i s€ xemsao.”

Ba khoanh tay 6m Iy co thé. “Toi ldy cho dng tach ca phé nhé? Hay tra? Téi khong c6 mon gi ning hon.”

“Ca phé thi rét tuyét voi.” Giong ba thiéu ndio, Hunt nghi, nhung ba ¢b ging giit vitng moi chuyén twom tit hon ong hy vong ba c6 thé. “T6i chi dugc
phép co vai phut.”

“Ca phé.” Ba xoay nguoi.
“Camon, Katherine.”
Ba r6t ca phé vao tach va trao cho dng. “Vay thi khdng c6 gi ca? Khong mot 161 nao ca?”

Ba hoi vé Johnny. “Khong,” 6ng n6i. “Toi xin 161.”” Ba nhin ra cira s6 va con giong tit ding xa, rdi sau d6 ngdi xudng ghé sofa va Hunt ngdi canh bén.
“Cau bé 1a dtra tré cting c6i,” Hunt ndi. “Chiing t6i dang tim kiem.”

“Ong c6 thé 1am gi hon duoc khong? Bit cir diéu gi? Lénh bao dong ching han?”’

“Nhitng céi d6 khong bao gis p dung noai trir ¢6 chimg c6 10 rang | mdt vu bit céc, va ching toi khong tin cau bé bj bit coc. Tat ca nhing chimg ¢&
cho thiy cau bé tr y bé di. O mdt noi nao d6. Can cir trén nhitng gi da timg [am trong qua khir...”

Ba nham mit, v3 tay trén dui. “Johnny...” Ba lic dau. “To cha, Johnny. Gid ndy con ¢ dau?”
“Cau bé la dira tré thong minh, Katherine. Céu bé s& khong sao. Chung t6i s€ tim duoc cdu bé.”

Khi ba mo mét, mét ba béng nhur guong soi, va Hunt thiy réng ba sin sang chuyén huéng cau chuyén sang dé tai méi. “Ga Ken dén day ba lan trong
homnay.”

Hunt gidu sur lo Fing bat thinh finh. “T6i lai nghi g ta bo qua roi. Ga ndi nhu vay na.”

“D6 khong phai i chuyén Ken Holloway im. Néu gi n6i voi ong nhu vay, gi n6i lho.”

“Cé de doa gi khong?” Hunt hoi.

“Ga dap ctra, théu thao n6i nhing 11 xiu xa.”

“Ga c6 161 bét cr i de doa ndo khong?” Hunt gang hoi. Ong ¢6 thé truy 6 Holloway vé chuyén budng 1oi hamdoa. N6 s& rét hop véi viée truy t6 vé
can tr¢ cong ly. Chiing chi la nhirg truy t6 qué tam thuong ddi véi ngudi nhur gi Holloway, nhung s& khién ga bi tong giam ngay du chi i mot thoi gian
ngin. Ching s& gip cach ly gi khoi Katherine.

“Ching ta c6 thé ngdi khong?”” Ba hoi. “Ching ta c6 thé chi ngdi trong yén king dugc khong?”

Hunt bo qua s byc tire va lo Fing, “Buoe,” dng ndi, va ho ngdi trong khi tich ca phé ctia ong ngudi dan, va nhém phong vién sin tin tirc budng tay va
tréo trd vao trong xe. Sau mot lic, Hunt d€ y ba ta 6m chét céi gi ¢ giita hai tay, ép hai ban tay vao vdi nhau va nhét vao gitta cap dui.

“T6i & trong phong Johnny hdi som ngiy hom nay. Ong biét...”

B bo limg va Hunt ¢6 thé thiy ba vao trong Ay, so' md do vat ciia con trai, khé khin vat va dimnén ni sg hdi va nghi ngd.



“T6i tim thAy nhitng c4i ndy.” Ba mo long ban tay va Hunt thdy mdt xp danh thiép. Ching nhan nhim va 4m u6t. Ba nhin 1én, cham anh nhin ctia 6ng,
“Ca thay mudi chin c4i.”

Mot ¢t sbe 16 rang hién trén khuon mét ba va Hunt cam thdy mdt sur ngurong nging bét thinh finh va la ky. “T6i mudn Johnny biét ¢6 ai d6 dé goi dién
thoai,” Hunt ndi. ‘“Néu chuyén trd nén t6i t&.”

Ba gt dau, khong ngac nhién. “Sau khi tim dugc ching, t6i tim quanh nha va tim tit ca danh thiép ong da duwa cho toi. Toi da viit di khé nhicu, toi bit
diéu do, nhung t6i van tim thdy ca chyc c4i.”

“Do 1a cong viée cua t6i,” Hunt noi.

Sur 1 rang khong hé do dur. “That viy sao?”” Hunt nhin di chd khéc. “Ong lic ndo ciing c6 it bén canh ching t6i.”

“Bét cir nguoi canh sat tir t& ndo ciing Bm trong ty nhu vay.”

“T6i khong nghi nhw vay.”” Mot ]én, vai clia ba cham vao nguoi Hunt, va ong cam duge mot ludng xung dién, mot udng kira xanh thim phép manh va
dau. “Camon,” ba ndi, va ho ngoi trong yén lang, hai nguoi, canh bén nhau. Ba kéo chan minh 1én, dét hai tay vao trong dii va twa dau ba vao bo vai
ctia 6ng. Hunt cam nhan duoc canh tay nho bé ciia ba ép manh vao ong, hoi 4m lin da cta ba khi mira lanh dang roi van vii ngoai ctra s6. “Camon,” ba
1n6i mdt An nira.

Va Hunt ngdi king 1& nhur tuong da.

Ban dang doc truyén Khiic Cau Hon dugc tai mén phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 41: Chuong 40

Con giéng gi6 ti sam troi dat lam Johnny khong con nhin théy anh it troi khi n6 lin xudng déng sau vong cong ctia trai d4t. Mura roi lanh rat da thit, va
nhiét d6 cing giam xudng phan nao. Khong khi chuyén tir xdm dén xanh dén gin den sam, nhung Johnny khong he di chuyén, ngay ca khi sam sét rach
6i bau trdi bang mdt anh chop chéi loa Voi tiéng 16 nhu chém vo doi gach da. Cu co gip nguoi Cau dya lung vao birc twong va nhin Levi Freemmntle
Xtc bdi nhimg bét At cat siing murde cudi cling xudng mo huyét, 10i sau d6 Jim nhiin bé mit md phén bang chiée xéng va ngdi xubng. Nudc x5i xa tudn
mmngngumga, va g hoa cling véi dAt wét cir nhur 13 bim dat dang 1én cao xung quanh gi. Cam gidc khong c6 gi 1a thit. Johnny khong hé dong day khi
Jack chom nguoi qua bire trong va goi, “Johnny.”

Vai gidy troi qua. “Céu bo t6,” Johnny noi.

Jack chdm nguoi xa hon qua bure trdng, dau hén that gin. “Cau s& bi giét ¢ ngoai nay.”

“Sém chop danh.”

“Piu d6 co nghia 1a gi?”

“Khong c6 gi. T6 khong biét.” Bau troi loé sang. Johnny trd vao cdy sdi cii. “D6 I céi cay ma ho treo ¢b ngudi ta.”

Jack nhin cai ciy xwong xAu, nhitng canh khong 16 ciia n6 xoe ra va nga nghiéng, den ngdm khi sim chép danh. “Lamsao ciu biét?”

Johnny xoay vai. “Cau khong cam nhan dugc sao?”

“K}]él’lg_”

“Nghiia trang xy dyng xung quanh n6. Ba cai bia diit ngay gbe cy.” Cau gio ngén tay én. “Thiy nd nhd bé nhur thé ndo. Thiy n6 duoc duc déo nham
nho nhur theé nao khong?”

“Té ching thiy coc nhéi girdo.”
“N6 ndm ngoai d6.”

“Cau quan tri mét i, Johnny.”
Johnny khong néi gi.

“C6 c4i bép 1 & nha kho ndng trai. Té nhém kira rdi do.”
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Johnny nhin chém chéim vao g3 Freemantle. “T6 khong thé rdi chd nay.”

“Cau da & ngoai nay nhidu gios im rdi. Ga ta ching di dau ca. Nhin gi di”

“Té khong thé liéu mang nhur vay.”

“Cau suy nghi kyve chuyén nay chua? Suy nghi tht k¥ vé né chua? Ga ta chon dira con ciia i, troi oi, va nhin dang dip cai quan ti, t& damndi gi
chon con bé do 1an thir hai. C6 nghia g3 dao bdi con bé tir md phan o n01 ndo d6. Cau c6 biét con bé chét vi sao khong? Hay tai sao g lai mang con bé
ra tit tAn ngoai nay dé chon cat ma chéing ¢ ai xung quanh nhin thiy gi?”

“Ching ta thiy.”

“Ching ta cting khong hé biét con bé c6 thue su i con gi hay khong.”

AI}h sang chan hoa tir dam may thét xa. “Nhin g di”” Ca hai cu con trai nhin gi Freemantle d6 up xudng, 1 10i tan hoang boi s dau kho rét that khong
thé I]é.O’ nham lan duoc. Jack ha giong xudng, “Céu c6 tu hdi tai sao gi lai mdu me day minh va bi thirong tat dén nhur vay khong? Cai ly do chinh ma g
nhac bong cau lén hdmno 1a gi?”’

“Chtia sai khién gi am nhu vay.”

“Dlmg c6 lam cai giong tai lanh vai t6 di. Khi gi ndy trd vao tir ngoai troi mura, ching ta phai nghi ra cach lim gi gi ta. Té khong mudn 1 nguoi duy nhét
suy nghi vé chuyén nay.”

“T6 chi 6 mdt cau hoi, va khi g vira xong viée nay” - Johnny chi troi mura, nghia dia va bin By - “T6 & hoi gi.”

“Va néu g khong tra 10i?”

“Té da giop chon cit con gai clia gi.”

Giong Jack to hon. “Néu g3 khong chiu tra 11?7

“Pua cay sting cho t6,” Johnny noi.

“Cau doa gi, g s& giét ching ta.”

Johnny chia cénh tay ra. Jack nhin gi khong 16 ngdi trong bii sinh, rdi tha cdy sting vao 1ong Johnny. N6 lanh, w6t va ning né.

“T6 s& lam,” Johnny néi.

Nhung Jack da bién nt.

Johnny quan sat ngudi dan 6ng, troi mura, bin déjt va sy tinh ling, bun dang cao. Sau mdt phut, céu thoc tay vao tui. Khi 16i tay ra khoi, tay cau cAmmbt
cong long, bé nho, mau trang va bi dé nat. Cau camnd mot Iic that lu, nhin nd tan ta G rfl trong troi mura tam 8. Cu suy nghi thit k§ vé chuyén virt bo
n6 di, nhung vao gidy phit cuoi cau dong gap nhitng ngon tay lai, sing mot tay, cong long cudi cling & tay bén kia.

Nhidu giov sau d6, sim chop yéu dan vé hudng bic. Nude mura nho xubng qua nhing tan cdy. Ga Freemantle nhin én nhitg dam méy dang bay, diu
hiéu trang 6 ngay dang sau. PO 1a ]an dAu tién gi chuyén dich ké tir khi am tron ling phdn md phia bén trén cho con gai clia gi. Khong c6 du hiéu nao
vé Jack, khong con sur van nai xudt phat trong trdi mura. Mot cude thao duot chim rdi hang gio, nh chép va tiéng nd, con gidng trit nurée lanh xudng,
C6 tang d4 ctmg sau lung Johnny, hai tang nhur vay, cach xa su mét va nam bat dong, Dicu d6 van khong hé thay dbi.

Johnny nhét cong 1ong trd vao tiii quan sau, nhét cay sing dudi 4o.

Freemantle ddy nguoi 1én va trd mit nhin sau trén giong bao. “Téi nghil trdi danh t6i rdi.” Trong bong téi, myit g nhur binh myc bi d6 tran, mdm cta han
rach toang hoédc gitra ngac nhién va thét vong. Trdi qua nira dém, doan dudng khé khin vat va da & dang sau kg ho. Freenranﬂe nhat cai xéng va doi
gy virt bo ctia gi. Dimg cai xéng nhur nang chdng, g3 bude bo di qua Johnny. “Khong c6 gi phai lru tim. Cong viée da xong”

“T6i can n6i chuyén voi ong”

“T6i xong cong viée 101.”

Cénh cira tréing bung mo trén nhitng ban 1 yén king. Freemantle di chuyén cham chap va Johnny theo sat déng sau gi. “Lamon.”

“Toi mét moi lim.”

Meét, Johnny nghil. Va 6m. C4u c6 thé ngiri duoc mi nhiém tring trong khong khi dén tir gi khong 16. Ga vAp mdt lan khi ci nha kho moi i m)t gin.

Da ctia gi chai ciing va néng. G2 ti xiu nita la ngdl lan. “Mét,” Freemantle ndi, va sau d6 ho cg') mit & cai nha kho. Bén trong, karrlrly tlﬁy bui bam va
romra va nhitng dung cu kim loai, hai c4i dén bio 16n treo trén soi day xich. Hoi néng cudn 1y ho khi ca hai bude qua canh cong. O goc xa, mdt cai o



gang nung dmg trén nén gach. Khung 16 hinh tron, va than do hdng déng sau nhig thanh sit ga. Jack ndm dai trén mot déng rom, 40 jacket ciia hdn
duoc cudn tron lam goi. Han nhay dung én khi Freemantle dong cra.

“Khong ¢6 g, Johnny ndi, budc dén gin hon. D6i mit cia Jack phéan chiéu anh than hong trong 10.
“Cau khoc 42 Johnny hoi
“Khél’]g‘”

No 14 101 n6i ldo, nhung Johmny lam ngo b6 qua. Trong khong gian hep ctia nha kho, bong nguoi kéo daira. Freemantle nhin to lon va nguy hiém. Johnny
cat giit cay sting vao cho khuat. “T6i 1a Johnny. Pay 1a Jack.”

Freemantle trd mt nhin. Hai miit cia g miu vang t0i, doi mdi nirt né sau dén ndi 1oi ca thit. “Levi.” Ga tudt cdi 40 ra va treo n6 én cdy dinh gan céi bép.
Ngl_IC va canh tay ctia ga to 16n voi bap thit cudn cudn. Mot cai seo mdng dai, nhin nhur 1a vét thurong dao chém, mdt nép nhian dim do cé thé do dan
ban. Canh cay bén hong gi ta 1om chém va den ngom

“Vét thurong d6 nhin ning Em” Johnny noi.

“N6 chi dau néu toi cd ging 161 né ra.”

Miii bdc Ién, uét va sinh dat. Noi Levi dimg, mrdc nho xudng gach, tan bién con mot vét toi miy, va bién thanh hoi nong, Mi méit clia g rii xudng, “Gan
den roi day,” ga noi.

“Caigi?”

G md mit ra. “Quén mét toi dang & dau.”

Johnny md mém, nhung Jack n6i trude. “Tai sao 6ng mang chiée quan tai ra ngoai nay?”
Ga Freermantle budn b voi cap mét méu vang dang Ién con sét. “Tai sao toi mang nd?”
“T6i chi hoi.”

“Toi khong lai durgc 6 0. Me t0i noi i xe | chuyén clia nguoi Khéc.” Mt g lo mo khép va co thé nghiéng vé bén tréi; g lo dao loang choang mdt ln
dé khong ngdl. “Me néi...”

“Ong khong sao chir ha, ong?”

Mt 3 chop mo. “Ai mubn biét?”

“Tén t6i [a Johnny, nh¢ chit?”

“T6i khong biét nguroi ndo tén Johnny.”

“Ong can di nha throng, Ong can gip béc si.”

Freemantle m lo cdu va ca nhiic budi vao chd cai ké & bire tudng déng xa. Johnny thiy dau may, thudc chudt, nhimg dd ding kim loai treo trén moc,
va gi¢ rach kho dét lai vi nim thing. Freemantle rom con dao lam cét hop ri sét va mot chai nhyra virong déy to' nhén. Ga ngdi bén dong Iira va cdt bo di
hai 6ng quan, virt manh vai xuong dat canh ci 1o bép. Nap chai dugc bat mo va ga do thir nude 1éng mau ndu vao vet thuong trén dau goi. Jack xuat
hién sat canh Johnny. “Thir d6 cho stic vat ma,” hén thi thao.

“Tao lao.”

“N6 ghi 13 chi dé bac sithiy sir dung” Hén chi va hai anh nhoc nhin. Khong biét n6 1 thir gi, n6 gy dau don khi gi d6 1én dau gbi.

“Ong khong sao chir ha?” Cubi cing Johnny ciiing hoi. Freemantle gat dau, sau d6 nghiéng cai chai vao vét thirong bén hong. “Ong can thube khang
sir]l_L”

Freemantle bo lo. Ga b gang kéo miéng vai bude & ngén tay, nhung thit chd d6 sung tay to tuéng im manh vai can chit vao nhur day kém G cat bo
meng vai, va Johmy thiy vét thurong toi thit do rang c4u can vao. Cu quay mit di chd khac khi Freemantle d6 thém chét long vao ngoén tay. Hai lin. Ba
lan. Bép thit ctia gi cimg do, gidin ra, va sau d6 gi nim trén tang da. “May dira nhc tui bay I& ra khong nén ra ngoai ndy m gi.”

“T6i chi mudn ndi chuyén.”

“T6i xong cong viée 1di,” Freemantle noi.

“Lam sao con gai 6ng bi thiét mang?”



“Chiia oi, Jack. Immdm.” Johnny buc tirc rit trong cudng hong. Cau dang c6 mit & ddy, va bay gio, va Jack s& lm hong hét moi chuyén.

“Ho nbi ong giét nhitng ngudi d6.” Giong Jack nhur dong dinh. “Néu ong c6 mot Iy do chinh déng, thi t6i khong phai lo Eing nhidu vé chuyén ong s& giét
chiing t61.” Jack da chuan bi tau thoat. Han da chuan bi tu thé & goc d0 lao ra cira.

Levi Freemantle ngdi ddy cham rai. Hai méit g3 cang vang ddm hon, da g3 nhur tro bui.

“Giét nhitng ngudi nao?”

Ga biét ngudi nao. Johnny thay 16 10 rang nhu ban ngay. Mot sy canh giac hién Ién trong anh it g ta. Mot sy cang thang mdGi trén d6i vai ciia gil.
Nhimng ngon tay ctia Johnny ném trén cdy stng lan dudi ao. Freemantle thiy su chuyén dong, va mit ho nhin nhau. Ga nhd ¢6 cay sting, Johnny ciing
thiy diéu do.

Bit thinh finh tit ca moi chuyén d6 ap. Freemantle quy nguoi xudng, “Ho c6 thé bit toi by giov. Bén t6i di. Toi coc can.”

Tay cuia Johnny budng cay sung ra. “Béi vi ong da chon c6 bé.”

“Boi vi con bé khdng con nita.”

“Visao co bé thiét mang?”

Freemantle 16i mt chiéc phong bi wdt dam tir tdi quan trude. N6 nhau nat, qua 4m uwdt gan nhu hoa bot. Phan Ion mue da nhoé, nhung Johnny nhén ra
dugc tén cua Freemantle. Dia chi i Nha Cai Huan. Freemantle virt cai phong bi va Johnny nhéit n6 1én. Bén trong 14 bai béo duoc cat tir to nhit bao.
Nhitng ménh vun gidy béo toi ra trén ngén tay ctia Johnny. “Ai d6 doc hd nhing chit d6 cho t6i,” Freemantle noi.

“Cai gi vay?” Jack hoi.

Nhung Johnny dang ¢b ging doc. Tit Ién t& nhat bao 13 ring, “Dra tré thiét mang trong xe néng.”

“Tré con la mdt mén qua.” Ga Freemantle nghiéng dAu va con miit hong bdc chay. “Su that cubi cing.”

“Ho da bo roi con gai ctia gii trong xe 6 10.” Johnny liéc. “Ho bo di ubng rou & mdt quén ruou trén boy bién, va ho bé con bé trong xe.”

“Vo t61,” Freemantle noi. “Va nhén tinh ctia ba ta.”

“Cé mdt cude dicu tra. Com dua ra phan quyét [ tai nan.”

“Ho mai tang con bé khdng c6 muyc sur, chi bo nd xubng long dat V61 nhimg nguoi khong ¢6 tén hodc g dinh. Vo t6i chua bao gio n6i voi toi chuyén
ndy. T6i khong c6 it & d6 dé ndi 1oi tir biét.” Ga dimg lan nita, rdi giong ctia g nirc nd. “Sofia di vao 1ong dit khong co bd con bé & diy noi 1o gia
bit.”

“Ai giri c4i ndy dén cho 6ng?” Johnny dura td bao cit lén. N6 | mot to nhét bao ctia phd bién.

Nhung Freemantle lai di lac 4 ln nira, hai it thét thén, hai tay it trén dau gbi. “Toi dé lai cho con bé nha ti mdt birc anh dé nd khong thiéu véing toi
Toi v& nd trong tu quan 4o ctia nd d€ n c6 the thiy moi ngdy va khong dau budn khi cha n6 khong c6 nha. No thich choi dua trong tt 0. N6 6 mit
con bip bé voi doi gidly bé ti xiu mau trang ” Ga gio' n hai ngon tay, cach khoang ba phan. “Con bé c6 mot it but chi sap dé t6 mau, mit it gidy t6i mang
ve nha tir ctra hiéu. D6 1 1y do tai sao t61 v& trong ti 4o, boi vi con bé cam thay thich hop, boi vido 1 chd choi diia ctia n6.” Ga nghiéng ci dau to 16n.
“Nhung mdt birc anh khong thé giip duoc ai dieu gi. Birc anh khong thé gitt an toan cho mit dira bé gai.”

“Toi rat tiéc.” Johnny thanh thrc.

“Ai giri cho 6ng tor gidy cit tir nhat bao?” Jack hoi.

Freemmntle chii nhitng ngon tay cua gi ngang khu6n mat. “Mot ba hang x6m c6 hai dtra con. Ba ta khong bao gio ua vo toi. Ba ta biét’duqc chuyén va
guri phan cdt to nhét bao den nha ti cho t6i. D6 14 1y do tai sao t6i tron ti, dé t0i c6 the dimg ngay trén huyét md con gi toi va chidc chin moi nghi thire
duoc lam ding va trom tat, nhung nd chi la dat tro roi dun Ién cai md & gitra. Khdng c6 hoa, khong ¢d bia da. To6i ngdi xuong va thoc tay vao dat. B6 la
khi Chtia n6i véi toi.”

“N6i voi ong didu gi?”

“Ngai n6i véi ti giét ching di.”

Hai anh nh6c nhin nhau va ca hai c6 cung y nghi.

Mt tri.

Dién cudng miét tri hét ¢o.



“Chiia n6i v6i toi mang con gai toi dén ddy.” Freemantle nhin Ién, va mdt doi sng méi khudy dong trén sa mac ctia khuon mit gi. “Tré con 12 qua ting,”
G4 bum hai ban tay khong 16 dap nat. “Picu diing dan cudi cing, D9 1a Iy do tai sao Chuia néi véi tdi nhac bong cau én.”

“Caig?”

“Doi sdng B mdt vong tron. DO 1 didu Ngai din t6i ndi véi cau.”

“Johnny...” D6 I Jack, tiéng kéu that nho nhe. Johnny dira mdt ban tay Ién.

“Chtia n6i 6ng n6i vai toi dicu d6?”

“Gid thi t6i nh6 101"

“Cai do co y nghia gi?”

“Johnny...” Gi()r}g cta Jack thic bach hoang sg. Johnny roi it khf?i Levi Freemantle. Thing ban ctia cu xanh nhot va cing do. Johnny doi theo anh
it cua Jack dén cai dong vai voe ban thiu bén canh cai lo. Vai quan bi x¢ rach. Manh bang van veo tir ngdn tay bi nhiém tring. Jack tr va Johnny thay
nd. Mot bang tén may vao trong miéng vai gd Freemantle ding lam bang gac. Mot bang tén. Mot cai tén.

Alyssa Merrimon.

Péy miu va loang 16.

Johnny nhin Freemantle, g3 v& mot hinh dang trén khong trung bang mit ngon tay.

“Vong tron,” ga noi.

Va Johnny mdc cdy sung ra.
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Chuong 42: Chuwong 41

Hunt vé nha tr& hon du dinh. Bita &n t5i ngudi lanh dyng trong cdi tii, nhung Allen khong y kién. Ho &n & nha bép, in chung trong yén ling, va sy cing
théing giira hai bb con duoc thio bo timng dot mot. O canh cira vao phong anh con trai, Hunt xin 16i. “Chi vi vu 4n ndy,” 6ng noi.

“Puoc 1L

Hunt hin anh con trai cdi bo, d4 vang doi gidy ban thiu. “Vy 4n ndy ciing sip chim dirt nay mai.”

“Pai hoc s& khai giang trong ba thang t6i.”” Han 1ot 40 thun va viit n6 theo sau doi gidy. Ngue lﬁp day 1ong méng, nhia én tir chd 16m & d4y ¢d. Anh con
trai cua 6ng da trrdng thanh, Hunt nhén ra nhu vay, han tr6 mé nhu mdt nguoi dan 6ng nhung van 1a anh con trai trong tm kham cta 6ng. Hunt ngimg
lai, bi€t rang chang c6 161 ndi ndo thdt ra ¢d theé 1am cho tinh hinh kha hon.

“Con trai...”

“Ba 4y khong bao gior goi.”

“A

“Me con,” hén noi, va khong co6 biéu hién gl trén khudn niit anh con trai.

“B6 khong biét phai noi gi.”

“Khéng cn phai ndi bat ctr dicu gi.”

Anh con trai dau khd, buc tirc.

“Allen, bd...”

“Pdng cira lai di.”
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Hunt khong thé cir dong,

“Lamon,” Allen n6i, va céi nhin trén khudn it ciia hin 3 mdt ¢t ddm vao trong phi tang, nhur 12 bia bd. Mot tang d4 ndm dé én trén tréi tim ctia Hunt
va n6 mang strc nang ctia hang triéu sy hoai vong sup d6, cé mot dicu chic chin Ia I ra nd khong nén nhur the nay doi véi con trai ctia 6ng,

“Lamon,” Allen lap lai lﬁnnﬁa, va Hunt khdng ¢6 chon lua.

“Ngungon, con trai.”

Hunt dong cira, di thing xubng cau thang, Ong nhét thing cac tong va nhirng tii gidy VAo thing rac, 101 16t mit ly Scotch ma 6ng biét s& - khong thé ubng
can ly. Chuyén ctia cd mit ngay do ap lén Ong: cai chet va nhimg ké dang khinh miét, doi sdng ctia nhitng dira tré bi ¢t cut, va mot chudi nhitng cau hoi
van chua ¢6 cau tra 1oi. Ong mudn tim mat va mudi tiéng nghi ngoi. Dudi nhitng ngon tay cua ong, cam giac khudn mit nhur ciia mot g gia khy nao do.
Ong budc vao phong doc sach, mo khoa ngin kéo va 16i ra tip hd so vu an ciia Alyssa Merrimon. Ong nhin tAm anh ctia ¢6 bé mdt hoi lau, doc so qua
nhitng ghi cht, nhitng cau hoi duoc ghi, nhung dAu 6c 6ng nghil dén Yoakum Ong hdi twong gidly phit g8 Meechum bj thiét mang, mul thudc sing va doi
tay vitng chiic ctia Yoakum, d6i mit 6ng ta, bong nhu gwong va khong dong tinh. Cu dién thoai goi vao lic murdi hai gios rudi. “Ong van con thire chir?”
Yoakum hoi.

‘GI‘J".”

“Xin chura?”’

Hunt d6ng hd so Alyssa. “Khong”

“T6i say 1oL

“Chuyén gi vy John? Ong mudn n6i chuyén gi?”” Hunt biét cau tra Ioi.

“Bon minh imnghé niy bao nam rdi?” Yoakum hoi.

“Lau qua roi.”

‘Céng Sl_l'?”

“Vabanbe.”

M6t quing yén king, hoi thé Yoakum trén duong day. “Ong néi véi ho nhitng gi?”” Cudi cling 6ng ta ciing hoi.

“T61 ndi voi ho nhitng gi da xay ra.”

“P6 khong phai 1 chuyén t6i mudn hoi va 6ng biét ma.”

Hunt hinh dung 6ng ban minh, thiy Ong ta trong can nha nho, mot cai ly cam trong tay, trong phong khach, nhin vao ddng tro tan clia dbng lira da ngudi
lanh tir 1Au Bim. Yoakum d4 sau muoi ba tudi. Ong ta lim com da hon ba muroi nénmy; do I tat ca nhimg gl ong ta ¢6. Hunt khong tra 10i cAu hoi.

“Ong 14 ban ctia t6i, Clyde. Ga ta toan tinh bua ong bang cai riu. Toi phai lim gi lic y?”

“D6 ¢6 phai Iy do ma 6ng bén xuyén tim gi khong?”

“Di nhién.”

“N6 khong phai s tirc gian? Tra thi 4?”

“Cho cai gi?”” Mot su buc doc khac nao d6 dang bude toi

“Ong biét cho cai gi ma.”

“Noi toi nghe, Clyde. Ong ndi toi nghe cho cai gi?”

“Cho nhitng dra tré. Cho bay nAm mo trong cai khoanh rimg ddy bun sinh. Cho nhitng nm théng ctia rdc rrdi xa ban nam ngay trong san nha ong.”
“Khong.™

“Tét c4 nhimg ndm thang qua, Yoakum. Nhitng nm thing qua t6i chura hé thiy ong lim diéu gi c6 tinh c4 nhan. Homnay n6 1 chuyén ca nhan.”

“Mot g giét ngudi sap stra bua riu xubng cong sy ctia ti. Hin bia riu xudng ban t6i. Ong c6 thé goi nd 1 chuyén c4 nhéin, nhung ong ciing c6 thé goi
d6 1a chuyén nghé nghiép. Bay gio, ong da noi gi voi bén an ninh?”

Hunt ngin ngai.



“Ong ¢6 n6i v6i ho phat sting d6 chinh déng khong?”’

“Ching ta dua trén su kién. Ho c6 hoi vé ¥ kién ctia 161, nhung t6i khong phat biéu.”

“Nhung 6ng s&.”

“Ngay mai,” Hunt noi. “Ngay mai t6i s&.”

“Va 6ng s€ noi voi ho nhitng gi?”

Hunt voi tay cam ly rwou Scotch. Trong caily lin, pha 1€ cit goe, mdt anh sang nho 1ong lanh trong rrou. Ong cho chay lai khoang thoi gian trong dau,
cai riu buia xuong, Yoakum budéc vao phong, O goc dg cua 6ng ta nd nhin nhur thé nao? Ong ta co can thiét phai ban tir thwong dbi twong hay khong?
Cz}l méy i tinh ndm khudt mot bén, phung khuét thé nao? Hunt d&t minh vao 'Elle cta Yoakum Ong nghi ong co thé thiy no, cai kiéu né co thé duoc nhin
thay nhu vay. Nhung Yoakum Ién tiéng trude khi Hunt cé thé. “Ong da truy t6 gd Ken Holloway vé t0i can tré cong Iy chua?”

Sau vy bén thiét mang Meechum, Hunt hau nhur quén béng ct dién thoai ctia Holloway. “Chura,” dng noi.

“Nhung 6ng s¢ 1am chir ha?”

“Toi s&.”

Yén lang trén duong ddy, va n6 1 nhimg gidy phit t5i t&. Hunt nic can ly Scotch. Ong biét chuyén ndy s& di vé dau, va cau nguyén no s& khong xay ra.

“Nhitng chuyén nhu thé nay s& khong bao gio xay ra néu ching ta khong 16i g3 Holloway can dy,” Yoakum cudi cing Ién tiéng, “Chung ta s& bt giir gi
Meechum ¢ thirong xa. Khong ban ha. Khong dot tang chitng. K& hoach do 6ng, Clyde, ong 1a ngurdi hoach dinh. D6 1a chuyén ca nhan.”

Chiée dién thoai duong nhur kéu o o trong tay Hunt. “Chao 6ng, Yoakum”

Giy phit yén ling néing né. “Chiic ngii ngon, Clyde.”

Puong day dién thoai im bat.

Hunt d6 thémmot Iy Scotch.
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Chuong 43: Chuong 42

Ga Freemantle trd mit nhin cdy sting, N6 run run trén tay Johnny. Giong Johnny ciing p cép.
“Conbé ¢ dau?”

Jack déy gan hon, lo ling. “Johnny, cau Bm trd gi vay?”

“Em géi cua toi dang & dau?”

“T6i khong biét em gai cau.” Than nd lach tach trong 1o sudi. “Toi khong biét cau.”

Johnny i hrom manh vai rach ¢6 tén ctia Alyssa théu trén ddy. Cau gio n6 Ién. “Pay 1 em géi t6i. Tén né 1 Alyssa Merrimon. Pay 1 tén con bé.”
Freemantle nhin cham cham vao guong mét Johnny. “Nhin né di,” Johnny noi.

Freemantle nhin vai va nhin. “T6i khong biét doc.”

“Con bé bi bt coc mdt ndm trude day. Do 1a tén con bé.”
“Té khong nghi g ta biét,” Jack noi.

“Ga phai biét.”

“T61 s& noi cho ciu néu toi biet.”
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“Ga khong biét dau,” Jack noi.

“Ong c6 c4i ndy & dau vay?” Johnny di méanh vai dAm méu vao Freemantle. “O dau? Khi nao?”

Do vai khong 16 Bc I, nhing bap thit san chiic dudi 16p da. “Téi iy no tir g3 bi nan. Ngay sau khi c4u cin t6i.”

A

“Ga bi nan.” Ga néi né nhur thé né I céi tén. “Ga bi nan nam du6i chan cu. Toi iy no tir tay g ta. Ga ic Ay dang cAmnd.”
Cay stng budng xudng. “Sau khi 6ng nhic bong t6i én?”

“Chia n6i voi t6i hdly nhin xem cau chay vi chuyén gi, cho nén t6i nhic cau lén.”

“David Wilson,” Johnny néi. “Ong ta c6 con song khi ong tim thdy 6ng ta khong?”

Pau Freemantle nghiéng di, va gi nham nghién d6i mt, suy nghi. “Bo sing xudng,” Jack théu thio. Johnny ngn ngai. “Cau thit sy nghil gi dan ong nay
dang cam giit Alyssa? Cau s& gy thiét mang cho ai d6 day.”

Johnny ha nong sting xudng cho dén khi né chia xudng san nha bui bam. “Ga dan 6ng bi nan con song hay khong?””

D6i mit Freemantle nhéim nghién. “C6 nhing giong n6i trong dong séng, Théu thao. Nhing chit bay di trong gi6.” Ga lam dong tic ndi trén miit mude
bang cac ngén tay. “Toi lic d6 qua mét...”

“Nhiing tiéng n6i?” Johnny xoéy vao chit dy. “Ga bi nan c6 néi gi khong? Bat cir diéu gi?”

“T6i khong nho.”

“Ong phéi nh6.”

Hai ban tay to on It ngira lén. “Dan qua kéo dén. Toi so ching ™ Ho chi con cach nhau mdt bude chan, Johnny va gi dan 6ng, “Toi san sang ndi cho
cau néu t6i c6 thé.” Freemantle nim xuong tang d4 4m “C6 thé t6i s& biét khi trdi sang. D6i khi chuyén d6 xay ra.” Ga nhim mét. “Téi xin 151 vé 6 em
gdi cua cau. Cong viée t6i da xong,”

Johnny nhin gii Freemantle. C4u nhin cho dén khi d6i chan c4u t& chon. Cau cam thiy tuyét vong, nhur ké d6i com, va cubi cing khi cau xoay nguoi, gA
Freemantle da ngdy ro ro. Johnny dat cay sing trén k&. Céu nhin nhirng cai kéo nha, ¢t nha va nhitng dung cu kim loai bén canh. Céu nging mt nhin
néc nha nhu mdt c4i hang sau thim mo ra trén ngure ctia cau. Cau ling ting gidng co, va sau do 1 trdng rong. Cai hang i mot strc hit vo hinh.

Jack I ngudi phé v bau khong khi yén king. “Tai sao g lai so qua?”

“Té nghi gi nghe thiy tiéng néi ma quy khi dam qua dén gan.”

‘6Ma qlly?”

“Ga nghe duge mot giong noi. Tai sao giong kia lai khong?”’

“Néu chuyén d6 that thi sao?”” Jack 1y hai tay om gdi. Hin git gil trén cai than cay va khong nhin thdy niit Johnny. “Néu thue swr gi nghe duoc 16i Chia
thi sao? Neéu thuc sy g nghe... cau bict ma.”

“Khong dau.”
“Nhung néu ma?”
“Chaing ai nghe dugc.”

Jack kéo dau gdi vao chat hon. Cat bui dong vién trén it héin. “Té ciing chéing wa @i qua. Ching m 6 so haii tir khi t6 con bé. Néu mi d6 1 Iy do thi
sao nhi?”

“Thoi di, Jack.”
“Cau c6 biét ho goi mdt bay qua i gi khong?” Giong ctia hiin nho nhe va cang théng, Johnny biét cau tra 101, “Keé giét ngudi,” cau noi. “Mot dan qua.”
“C6 thé c6 mot Iy do cho chuyén do.” Jack nhin Freemantle. “Néu mi Chia giri gi dén déy dé thi hanh mot st mang gi d6?”

“Né, Jack. Ga nay giét hai mang ngudi vi ho dé con gai g thiét mang trong‘chiéc xe n6ng mre. Néu suy nghi Chiia bao gi im nhu vay Qé khién cho doi
song voi sy that dy dé hon chit nao, thi t& nghi d6 1a chuyén ga phai lam. Bay qua, nhitng giong n6i khac... d6 chi la lrong tam t4i 161 duoi theo han thoi.”

“Vay sao?”



“Vay d6.” Ca hai cting nhin. “Nhung gi biét mot didu gi do.”

“T6 s¢ qua, Johmy.”

Doi mit Johnny long lanh. C4u nhin Freemantle ndm bén dbng lira, git dAu trong khi dém khuya ngfin dan.

“Ga biét diéu g d6.”

Jack roi vao glac ‘gl chp chon khi gi6 lta vao qua nhiing khe ho, mdt giong ndi nho, hai lan, bung Ién mot dicu gi d6 hai hing, Lira chay 4mi. Johnny di
tir phan nd dén sau khd va dén mot gidc mong kinh hoang, Cau mo thy khiic go hoi thdi va bén nhon, nhirng con mét vang khe, mot ca ngd thit manh
vao nhimg nhanh cdy gdy v& va nu cudi tran ngap hy vong ctia c6 em gai. C ngbi bét xudng nén dét ctia mdt him ruou: da ban thit, quan do rach ru6i
Mét cay nén duy nhat dang chay, va c6 bé nhin lén, hét hoang. C6 phai anh ddy khong? Co hoi, va Johnny nhay dung lén voi tiéng thét don nén sau ham
ring Ngay gidy phit Ay, cdu khong biét cau dang & d4u va chuyén gi dang xy ra, nhung cau biét c6 mdt diéu gi d6 khong phéai. Cau cam nhin duoc nd
trong c4i khong khi néng, dong kin. Mot didu gi d6 khong phai.

Levi Freemantle ngdi dudi dét, chan khoanh lai, khong xa qua ba bude. Ga ta cling wt dAmmd hoi nhur vay, nhiing cdi bong mau xdm phu trén mau da
den ctia gi. Hai ban tay Up trén dui, sting nam trong long ban tay. G2 trd mat nhin cdy sung, nghiéng né vé hudng bep 16. Ngon tay dé trén co sting.

“Sting ¢6 dan ddy,” Johnny noi.

Khi Freemantle nhin lén, Johnny linh cam bénh tinh ctia g3 d phét tan, mot chit xiu nhan thirc 4y con virong lai déng sau doi mit trdng vang, G xoay
cdy stng lai va tho miat nhin vao trong nong sung. Gidy phit kéo dai ra. Johnny dua tay ra. “Cho t6i xin cai do dugc khong?”

Freenantle lam ngo ciu. Ban tay clia gi nudt chimg Ky bang stng, “Toi timg bi ban mdt lan.” Johnny kho khan m méi nghe duoc 1oi gi. Freemantle s
cai sgo trén bung ctia gd. “Con nit khong nén c6 sing.”

“Ai bén 6ng?”

“Vo to1.”

“Taisao?”

G4 nhin cay stng. “Chi vi.”

“Cho t6i xin cy stng?”” Johnny nghiéng nguoi gan hon khi Freemantle trao cdu cdy stng. N6 c6 thé 13 mot trai tho. Hay mot ly mrdc. Johnny cam cy
sting, chia n6 vao it Freemantle. C4u so hi. Gidc mong van quanh quén. “Em gai ctia t6i dang & dau?”

Nong sting cach d6i mit ctia Freemantle chi bon tam phan.

“Em gai toi & dau?” Qﬁn hon. Ba muroi phan. Mudi. Céy stng, 1in ndy, vimg vang chét nguoi, nhung Freemantle khong quan tim gi nhur con bo dimg
trude cay stng gd mo bo.

“Khi b ta bin t6i.”” Giong gi nho. “Ba ta n6i vi toi ngu xudn qua.”
Murdi lim phan. Mot tay chup vao tay kia, ngén tay kém chét trén cd sting,
“Céu khong nén goi ngudi khac ngu xuan,” Freemantle noi. “Goi ngudi ta bang nhimg thir ny thir khac ki ¢6 4c y.”

Johnny ngin ngai, va Freemantle nim xudng. Cay stng van chia vao céi chd trng trai trude d6 1a noi ngy tri con mét ctia g, hai con it vang duc, do
day gan mau, nhur trong 10 sat sinh.
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Chuong 44: Chuwong 43

Hunt thirc gidc lic ndm gi0, khong nghi ngoi dugc, van con mét. Ong tAm tap va cao rau, di quanh can nha bé nho, dimg chn ¢ cira phong anh con trai
va ]angnghe amthanhtlengthc cua hén sau va lién tuc. Mot ngay dAy cang thing dang cho. Onghnhcamduorc 16 trong timg tho thit, timg khic xuwong.
pé ngiy nhu homnay két thic t6t dep, ong nghi, can phai ¢6 mjt sur nhiém mau. Dudi nha, phong bép ndng Am qua mirc va ndng nic mii ruou Scotch.
Hunt hiém khi udng ruou. Ong con virong con say va thit vong v6i chinh minh.

Mic thay thing cha Yoakum


http://ebookfull.net

Mac thdy cti dién thoai tao lao.

Nhung nhur vy thi khong cong bang. Dau cho 6ng khong wa gi nghe céu,chuyén, nhung Yoakumno6i ding. Hunt dgng lai cAu chuyén trong dau tir gidy
phit dng dét chan vao thang mdy va vao vin phong gi Holloway. Cai chet cia Meechum I do 10i ¢ ong. Rat c6 thé 6ng cling phai bop co. Hunt tich
rém cira va nhin ra ngoai. Khong c6 ngdi sao nao toa sang, nhung thoi tiét dur doan ciing khong c6 mura. Bac si thude phong kham nghiém y khoa ciing

s€ tr6 lai khu rimg trong vong vai gio. Ho settucbmt}nthecuowtmgrakhommdo ngiy hom nay. Rét ¢6 thé mot trong nhitng tir thi s& | Alyssa. C6
thé khong. C6 thé Johnny s& xuét hién. Nhung lan nira...

Céau dang ¢ dau vay Johnny?
Hunt mo cira s6 dé hoi lanh tran ngp vao tay chin 6ng, Mot hoi thé 4m uét liém khudn miit 6ng, va trong mot lat chuyén chua tinh ruou mo nhat di

Ong nhin mt an nita vao damco sting nurde, nuée dong thanh nhirg ving néng, phan chleu nhu guong, Sau d6 6ng pha ca phé va ngdi chdr cho mit
troi tur tim Ay vi tri trén bau troi ddy tric trd ctia quin hat Raven. Anh con trai ctia 6ng van con ngii say khi ong roi nha.

Swong nu1 mong tich tu trén nhitng ring cay den ngom

Canh sat truong 4n dinh cude hop Iuc chin gio sang - kha mudn déi véi com - nhung Hunt khéngthé cho doi lau nhu vay. Mt troi van con nam & dudi
noc phap dinh khi ong 141 6 t6 trén duong chinh, roi 1€ trdi va di qud nha canh sat. San sang ddu doc theo & duong 1 xe tai cia cac hang thong tan.
Chuyén vién quay hinh dimg vimg vao vi tri. Phong vién truyén hinh kiém tra lai son phan. Ho bi€t com s& xuat phat som. Tirng hang xe kéo nhau chim
13, dai thuon thuot dén canh nimg den thim & ngodi ving ven thi x4, noi ma nhitng thi thé cudi cling s& dugc truc béi ra khoi ving dat sinh Iy am uét, rit
chat.

Cau chuyén s& bing nd.

Mot ngay triu néing day co hoi.

Hunt l4i vong qua khu phé dén bai ddu xe nhod & phia ding sau. Lic d6 chura dén bay gid, nhung Yoakumda c6 mit ¢ d6, ché doi. Ong ta ngdi & mép
thanh barrier bang bé tong tit & goc phia nam cta bai déu xe. Lung 6ng twa vao hang rao ludiva khién n6 cong vong ra phia ngoai. Ping sau 10ng ta,
nhing g dan 6ng lam I 01 mil cong truong ubng ca phé va an diém tim banh quy trong khi xe i dit va can caunb may xinh xich cho doi, dmudt va
xam xit trong 4nh néng yéu 6t, dAt xi Ién nhin nhur dong cimg. Mot nha bing s& moc 1én, Hunt -nght. Co thé 1a cao ¢ van phong. Co thé 13 ctia gi
Holloway. Va banh xe thurong mi s€ quay vong. Yoakum luom thuém, khong cao rau; mot diéu thudc 14 treo thdng trén mép. Ong rit mdt hoi va bing
diéu thuoc chay do bay qua hang rao khi Hunt bude trong khong khi am dp va di ching cudi sau mét.

“Chao ong, John.” Hunt trung dung, dé& phong. Tinh ban giira ho 1 chuyén hiéu biét 1An nhau, va s nghi ngd nay giita ho i vimg dét chura timg khai pha.

“Clyde.”’Yoakum luc loi tim ra mdt diéu thude mai, loay hoay Vo1 nd gifra cac ngén tay. C)ng chua dbt thuég, va kho kl}'?m VAt va nhin théng Vao mit
Hunt. Mat 6ng ta nhin vao noc nha van phong nha canh sat, r6i nhin xudng doi gidy van con dang dinh sinh lay tir phia dang sau can nha ctia Meechum

Hunt cho doi.
“V& chuyén khuya hom qua,” Yoakum bét dau. “Téi say qua. Toi c6 161
Hunt giir khu6n mit bat dong. “Chi vay thoi sao?”’

Yoakummdi diéu thudc 1. “Lic d6 t6i khong con 1 to1.”

Doi mit thép. Nghi ngo. Hunt khong n6i gi, v Yoakum ddi chi dé cau chuyén. “Ong thiy céi nay chira?” Ong ta nhic mot xAp nhét bao gip lai tir thanh
barrier noi dng dang ngoi.

“Té limsao?”

Yoakum nhin vai, trao tay to nhit bao. Hunt nhanh chong gid hrdt qua to bao. Tit hang dau rit giat gan. C6 nhung tAm anh ctia xe khim nghiém y khoa
chyp ¢ canh rimg séu thdm va bi mat, nhimng tAm anh chyp céc tii dung xac mong duoc mang Ién xe qua chic cira doi rong, Phong vién suy doan vé
con s thi thé phét hién, ndi bong gi6 v& sur bét hre ctia canh sét. Ho n6i vé& nguoi nhan vién an ninh b bin thiét mang boi mdt canh sét chura néu tén. Ho
tdng két cau chuyén lim sao ¢6 bé Tiffany Shore duoc tim thiy, va ho hoi mdt cau trong tw: Cau bé Johnny Merrimon gids ndy & dau?

“Ho biét ching ta da phét Iénh tim Johnny.” Hunt Fic dau.

*“Céu nhoc 14 anh hing thir thiét.”

C6 mdt diéu gl trong giong n6i ctia Yoakum, va Hunt khong thé quyét dinh né I cay déing hay chi i con say chura tinh hén. “Anh nhéc miét tich r6i.”
“Toi khong co ¥ nghi gi xdu vé& chuyén do.” Yoakum chi & nhat béo. “Chi i cubi ciing rdi ching ta ciing nhu nhing thing ngde.”

“Nguy hiém don dép trong nhitng ngty thang gin day.”

“T§ cha, thi do.”



“Ho da bu dong nhur kién & phia trude. Ca chuc chiée xe tai. Ong thdy ho khong?”

“Ho chura biét dén tén cta t61.” Yoakum ndi v& vu an Meechum, vé& vu nd sting. “Ong khong thé ngin t6i di vio qua cong trude.”

Hunt khong trach 6ng ta. Cau chuyén ny s& bing nd. Yoakum s& bi nghién nat trong gudng méy. “Ho s biét dén tén tubi 6ng nay mai,” 6ng noi.
Yoakum git dau, nhin vé phia déing sau nha canh sat, mt birc tudng bé tong tiy ban véi hoi am. “Hay giai quyét chuyén nay cho xong”

Ho ciing nhau bang ngang qua béi d4u xe, nhung cing thing van con gitta hai nguoi, ¢t dién thoai goi gitta démkhuya, vé chuyén da noi va chwra néi.
Ngay tai cira, Yoakum dimg chan. “Bémhom qua, Clyde.” Ong ta nhin ngwong ngap. “T6i roi vao mjt 1o 61 thAm. Ong hiéu chir ha?” Hunt bat du lén
tiéng, nhung Yoakum ngiit 161 6ng, m& canh cira, va len mot vai vio bén trong, “Hay m nhiing gl ong cn phai im” 6ng ta ndi, rdi sau d6 quay di.

Bén trong, khong khi tran ngdp néng luong; Hunt thdy n6 qua nhing chuyén dong nhanh le, nhitng con mét nhay mia theo nhip diéu cua n6. Yoakum
duoc d6i dai nhur anh hing. Nhiing cdi bat tay. Vo lung. Com déu ghét phuong 4u dm, va nha gi Meechum c6 mdt bg suu tip déy nhitng chimg c6
chét nguoi, ghé ron nhat la mot bo day com nhiing hinh anh ghi lai tir nhitng camera theo ddi ¢ thirong xa. Nhitng dira bé gai trong do tudi khoang tir
muroi dén murdi Bm, khuon mat troi réi va chdm Ion. Chiing ngbi ¢ khu vire an uong hay di trén thang may. Meechum ghi chii ddm nét bang but 1ong den:
Rachel, Jane, Christine. Ga ta khong 10 lim vé nhitng céi tén. Nhiing cai tén di kem dau chdm hoi: Carly? Simone? April? Mot s6 hinh anh ¢6 ghi chi dia
chi & goc dudi. Ching cur ngu trén nhitng con duong yén tinh, con dudng ctia gia' dinh. Nhirng hinh anh khac v6i s tudi duoc viet bang but 1ong den,
gach dudi tén, khuon mat: Rachel, muoi hai. Christine, murdi mot. Ching duoc cat gidu dudi day ngin kéo dudi cing khoa chit ¢ ban im viée cua
Meechum, va n6 lam Hunt phat om, khi 6ng xem chiing, 0 dmva dién tiét. Hon nira - ci canh d6 lam 6ng mu6n trd thanh ké giét nguoi. Ding hay sai, giét
givo hido dila didu tbt. Thyre syr thi, nd 1 mot két cuc tuyét voi cho vy an nay. Burton Jarvis chét tham trén dudng 16, trin trudng nira ngwoi va van xin
tha mang, bi giét boi chinh mdt trong nhitng nan nhan ctia hén ta. Meechum bi bén ha ngay trong nha g ta, bin xuyén tim boi mdt thim tir ting sy thAm
nién nhat cua nha canh sat.

DBep de.

Cong Iy.

Phén I6n c6m déu mim cudi, nhung canh sat truong thi khong. Khudn mit ong ta tréng nhon voi i nhitng diém sang do tuoi trén tim diém cia gd mé déy
thit. Ong ta dimg 6 ctra phong lam viée, nhin trong chimg ra ngoai. 7:15 sang, va nguoi da wét dm md hoi. Ding sau 6ng ta, nhirng chiéc bong chuyén
dich. Hunt thiy bong déng dan ong trong vin phong Canh sat truéng, Nhitng ké la mt trong bd vest sdm mau. Dan 6ng nhin giéng y chang cém

“Néam phut,” canh sat trudng noi, sau d6 dong cira.

“Ching ta con sém,” Hunt noi.

Yoakum quay vai. “T6i ra ngoai hit diéu thudc.”

Tham tir Cross nhin Yoakum len 16i qua cin phong chat cimg ngudi, sau do dimg Ién tir ban lim viéc va tién dén gan Hunt. “T6i c6 thé néi chuyén riéng
voi 6ng duogc khong?”

Hunt dAn Cross vao vin phong va dong ctra. Cross toi ta, 40 so'mi ctia ong dinh ca phé va nhin dim Ong khong cao rau, va Hunt dé y phén 1 ria
mep ctia Ong bac trang. “Ong muon néi chuyén gi?”’

“C6 tin tirc gi v& anh nhoc con nha Merrimon khong?”

“Chiing ta dang hy vong.”

“Nhung chua co6 gi?”

“C6 van dé g khong?” Hunt hoi.

“Con trai ctia t0i, Jack. Toi khong tim thiy n6 dau ca.”

“Dicu do6 c6 nghiia i sao, 6ng khong thé tim duoc n6?”

Cross ludn nhitng ngén tay thd qua méi téc. “Chiing t6i ¢di va. N6 trbn ra khoi nha.”
“Khi nao?”

“Pém hom qua.” Ngung mot ti. “C6 thé i hai dém trude rdi.”

“C6 the?”

“Toi khong chéic vé dém dau tién. C6 thé n6 bo di tir ltc Ay, ¢6 thé 1a sang ngiy hom sau. Toi rdi nha tir séng som v t6i khong gap no. Vi tit ca moi
chuyén dang trén nhat bao, 6ng biét, vo t6i lo ling ghé lam Hon ca nhitng lic binh thuong lo lang, C6 ay chiu dung ndi s6t rudt khdng duge gioi lam.”



“Ba ta lo ling, nhung 6ng thi khong,”

Cross bon chdn, va Hunt thiy 16 rang ong ta con hon 1 chi lo Eing. Ong ta thire sw hoang sg. “Ong c6 biét nha t6i khong, tham tr?”

“Toi gip ¢ Ay vai nam trude day.”

Péu Cross di chuyén. “C6 4 ay da thay dbi. Vai ndm gin day...” Ong dirng mot ddi, kho khan. “Co a 4y tro nén rét cudng tin. Co ta o Iy trong nha tho phan
lon thoi gian trong ba muroi tiéng vira qua, khong thure sur an udng hay nghi ngoi gi ca, chi cau nguyen, phan I6n 14 cho thing Jack. C6 4y lo sg nd ¢ thé
tron ra ngoai di véi anh nhéc nha Merrimon. Néu t6i ¢6 thé n6i véi ¢d Ay ring nd khong nhur vay...

“Tai sao chuyén d6 m cd 4y lo Eing? Tai sao Johnny?”’

Cross budng cai nhin lo ngai doc ngang can phong. Ong ha giong xudng. “C6 4y cho ring co dy thiy duoc mot sir den i trong tAm hon ctia J ohnny.
Mot vét nho.” Ong khép nép khi n6i nhitng diéu ndy, ra vé an nan. “T6i biét, toi biét; nhung n6 vay do. Co a 4y nghi Johnny lamhu’ Jack. C6 4y lo ling
vé chuyén do hon bat cir viée gi khac. C6 4y khong diing, ong hiéu chir.” Ong liéc nhin, nghiéng dau. “C6 4y dang vét va giang co.”

“Toi rat iy lam tiéc khi nghe chuyén d6.” Hunt ngimg, “Ong c6 lo ling vé Jack khong?”

“A, n6 timg Am tro nay trude day. Chuyén khiing dién binh thudng ctia tré con méi Ion. Nhung hai dém, néuné 1a hai dém... Diéu iy khong binh
thuong.”

“Thé cudc cai va vé van de gi?”

“Jack t6n thdr anh nhoc nha Merrimon. Y 6i 1, ton tho thue sy Nhu Ja thing anh Ion. Tham chi nhu I 6ng théanh. Téi khong tai ndo dirt nd ra khoi thing
nhoc d6.”

“Va d6 1a ly do tai sao anh ci va?”

“Jack 13 dtra tré nhe da, gidng me hin n}liéu hon thing anh ctia hin. Hin hoang so va c}é dang bi dan dt. Bo chuyén di hom khac doi ciia nha t6i qua
mot bén, Johnny 14 ké gy anh hudng xau. Ké coi thuong ky cuong, Hu hdng, 6ng biet day. Toi noi Jack tranh xa nd ra.”

“Johnny I dira tré ngoan, nhung ciu ta bj phin tim vi tat ca nhitng chuyén nay.”
“Chinh xac. N6 lam be bét hét moi chuyén.”

“Céu ta bi kich dong,”

“T6i chi mudn noi vay thoi.”

Hunt chén gidu su thit vong ciia ong. Khong phai ai cling thdy Johnny nhu nhitng gi cau ta lam. “Téi gitp duoc 6ng didu gi Cross? Ong c6 mudn tén ctia
thing Jack nha 6ng kém thém vao Iénh tim kiém khong?”

“Khong, Chtia o, khong. Chi cho t6i biét néu 6ng nghe ngong duoc dicu gi. Me n6 buc doc, khdng con suy nghi chin chin. C6 dy do 16i lén toi. Toi noi
cho ¢ ay biet thang con t6i khong sao chirng ndo...”

“Ti hidu.”
“Camon, Hunt. Téi ng 6ng.”

Cross ra khoi phong. Hunt dimg & cira va thiy Yoakum tr& vio bén trong. Mat dng ta con nguyén sur buc tire. Ong ta vira moi bude vao bén trong thi
céanh clra van phong Canh sat truéng mo tung ra. “Hunt. Yoakum.”

Canh sat truong di trede ho qua canh cira. Ong di vong qua ban im viéc nhung van dimg, Hunt vao trude. O phia bén phéi, 6ng thiy hai ngudi dan ong
la méit. Ca hai déu qua niim muoi, cao, khudn mét vudng day nép nhiin va khong d& dang hoa hoan. Mot ngudi toc bac, nguoi kia toc ndu. Khong co
d4u hi¢u béo phi. Tay to. Chai san. Huy hi¢u cai & thit g, Sting. Hunt budc siu vao trong vin phong, nhin huy hiéu gin hon. Cyc Piéu tra Nam
Carolina SBI. Tir ci nhin ctia ho cho thiy ho 1 nhitng si quan thdm nién ctia Cuc, chuyén nghiép, day dan.

Yoakum vao theo sau Hunt. Ong ta  qua phia tay phai, dimg gita Hunt va com tleu bang. Khong khi trong phong 4m, d6ng kin. Ca nam nguoi thude tip
cao 1on. Ca nam déu biét co mdt didu gi d6 khong phai. Van dé & ddy 1 mdt s6 nguoi biét nhidu hon nguoi khac. Canh sét trudng gi6i thiéu. “Tham tir
Hunt, Yoakum. Day 1a nhiing nhan vién mat vu Barfield va Oliver...”

“Mat vu dac biét,” dng Oliver cai chinh.

Khong ai bt tay ai. Trén mit ban 1 ban bao cao photo ctia Hunt vé vund siing ngiy hom qua. Bo cdo ctia Yoakum ciing c6 mit & d6. “Mat vu diic
biét Barfield va Oliver tir van phong Raleigh. Ho tir t€ dén day tir sang sém hom nay.”

“Séng hom nay?” Barfield n6i, khong cudi. “Diéu d6 that budn cuoi”



“Tai sao lai buén cudi?” Hunt lanh King hoi.

“N6 gan nhur 1 khuya ngay hom qua hon i séng hom nay,” Barfield n6i. Hunt nhin canh st truong. Néu ho dén tir Raleigh, ho phéi én duong truée khi
it troi In. “Tai sao chiing ta lai lién lac véi Cuc Bicu tra?”

“Binh finh,” canh sat truéng noi. “Tét ca cac 6ng, Ching ta s& im viée nay nghiém chinh.” Ong ta nhin hai ngudi tham tir. Hunt ¢6 vé nghi ngd. Yoakum
trong chan nan. “T6i can sting cua cac ong,”

Loi n6i phat ra trong yén ling, nhung rét vao trong phong nhur lru dan. Chiing 6 quyén néng,Nb(*)n chir d6, quyén nang lam tiéu tan doi séng, Khong ai di
chuyén. Gidy phut nay kéo dai cho dén khi Yoakum pha v& bau khong khi yén lang, “T6i xin 1617

“T6i can sting ctia cac 6ng.” Canh sat trudng dit mot ngdn tay trén ban. “Va t6i can ching ngay bay gio.”
“Chuyén nay tao lao.” Yoakum khdng con gia do khdng quan tim

“Thi hanh di.”” Hunt nhin clﬁmﬂchﬁm vao Ong canh sat truong, nhung rit sing ra va dat trén ban. Mot cach mién cudng, Yoakum Bm tuong ty. Ong canh
sat trudng nhin hai 6ng com ti€u bang, hai g van binh chin nhur vai va phét 10. “Bay gio la chuyén gi nita?”’

Canh sat truong Jy hai khau sting va dat ching ¢ ké ga trén bure tudng phia sau. N6 i giay phut iy 4n tuong, Hai cdy sting ngoai tAm tay voi. Quay tro
lai, canh sat truong 13 rang khong vui trong bung. “Chiing t6i da doc ban bao cao cua cac ong,” 6ng ta noi. “Tat ca déu hop ly. Tat ca khong mot giot
méu. Nhung t6i mudn biét viée n6 siing d6 ¢6 chinh dang khong,” Ong ta nhin thing vao mét Hunt. “Va t6i can ong n6i cho toi biét.”

Hunt cam dugc sy chi tm bét thinh linh ctia Yoakum. Cain phong yén king. “Chuyén nay rat khic thuong,” Hunt nhin tir hai 6ng com tiéu bang dén canh
sat trudng, “Pay khong phai cung cach lam viée.”

“Lam on di.” Giong ndi clia canh sat trrdng mém moéng mdt cach ngac nhién.

Hunt ¢4 giing suy nghi 16 rang, dé nhé lai tat ca nhitng chi tiét vé vu nd sting: lim sao no xay ra, tai sao nd xay ra. Nhung diéu dén véi 6ng la camxiic vé
ong John Yoakum Hon ba miroi nAm ting sy nhiém so. Bon nam sét canh trg lrc bén nhau. Ho 13 cdng sy, ban va dong nghi¢p

Va gi Meechum ximg d4ng nhén cai chét.

Canh sat truong ch doi, khuon mit 0 rii va khd s, trong khi Yoakum nhin vao mot diém duy nhét & trén tuong. “Vund sing ndy chinh dng,” Hunt noi.
Su ha khéic bién mét khoi Yoakum. Déu hiéu ny cudi trén doi moi.

“Ong chéic nhur vy chtr?”” canh sat trurdng hoi. “Ong khong 6 cau hoi nio sao?”

“Tir vi tri noi Yoakum dimg, g& Meechum nhur thé dang cdm c4i riu bua xudng t6i. Ong ta phai quyét dinh trong chép mit. N6 B quyét dinh ding.”

Mat vy déc biét Barfield néi: “Ching t6i van phai lam chuyén nay.”

“Ong ta dang ndi gi vay?” Hunt hoi.

Canh sat truong Fic du, nhim mét lai trong chdc Iat. DU ¥ ctia ong mét vu i gi di chéng nita, Hunt c6 thé thiy canh sat truong dong y. “Tham tir
Yoakum, t6i can yéu cau ong thap ttng hai 6ng mét vu nay.”

“Cai gi?” Yoakum giéin giit dap tra.

“Di Raleigh. Ho ¢ mdt s6 cau hoi. Tt hon 1 ho khong truy vén ng & ddy.”

Yoakum Iti mt bude. “Toi s khong di Raleigh.”

Ong Barfield gio hai tay lén, nhitng ngén tay xoe ra. “Khong ¢6 1 do nio dé ching ta khong thé 1am chuyén niy mot cach ém 4i. Kin d4o.”

“Kin d4o véi cai mong cta toi ddy nay!” Yoakum noi. “Téi s& khong di ddu ca cho dén khi ai d6 néi cho t6i biét chuyén gi dang xay ra.”

Canh sat truong ndi, “Nhitng cau hoi d6 can dugce hoi bai mdt ngudi khong lién can dén nha canh sét ndy. Toi da mdi Cyc Didu tra Tiéu bang trg Iyc.”
“Giai doc,” Hunt n6i giong kinh tom.

Canh sat trudng lc dau. Barfield dat mdt tay én vai Yoakum N6 khong phai B mbt cir chi de doa, giy hdn. Yoakum vung vai gat vang ra. “Dumg co
dong dén t6i.”

“Khong ai bit 6ng.”

“Bit t6i! Me k...”



“Binh finh, John.”
“T6 cha 6ng, Clyde. Nhitng cau hoi gi?”

Barfield vdi tay ra, dimg ai trude khi dung bét cit thir gi. Ong ta nghiéng nguwdi, chi cénh cira. Yoakum hat ving cénh tay di chd khéc. “Khong di dau
cho dén khi t6i biét nhitng cau hoi kia lién quan dén chuyén gi.”

Barfield budng thong tay 6ng ta. “Stng ngoai gio trach nhiém ctia 6ng 1a cay Colt.45.” N6 khong phai 1a mdt cau hoi.
“Thi sa0?”’

“Cay stng d6 hién gio' & dau?”

“Po khong phai Ia viéc ctia 6ng.”

“Tham tir Hunt thau hrom duoc mdt vo dan.45 trong chiéc xe lao xuéng vuc ctia 6ng David Wilson.”

“Rdi sa0?”

Hunt liéu finh liéc nhin canh sat trudng, Trén khudn niit 6ng ta hién én mdt sy gia dbi.

Khu6n mit Barfield khong hé c6 camxtic. “N6 ¢6 d4u van tay cia ong trén d6. Chiing toi mudn ndi chuyén véi dng vé chuyén niy.” Mot lin nita
Barfield gio mdt tay Ién, ra hi¢u ring Yoakum nén theo sau 6ng ta ra khoi ctra. “Chiing ta ¢6 thé gitr chuyén niy éma.” Nhung Yoakum dép vang canh
tay d6 di, mdt ct dép rat manh; va bét thinh finh, tit ca vao thé chuyén dong “Pii rdi,” Barfield néi. Ong ta va 6ng Oliver tia nhau xép vao cing lic. Ho
kém cimg Yoakum va khong ché 6ng ta ngang trén ban, niit tip xudng, tay phai bi bé quit ra phia dang sau. Hunt lao dén phia trurdc, hai tay gio lén va
V6i ndm vai 40 jacket ctia Oliver. N6 I phan xa tur nhién, don gian va thuan tuy.

“Tranh ra khoi chuyén ndy, Hunt.” Vang to. Uy nghiém.

Hunt nhin canh sét tredng va chét lang, cam nhan duoc sy vét gian trén khudn niit. Barfield dang vin nguoc canh tay, cong 16i ra. Oliver dé ca sirc ning
ctia O6ng ta Ién trén hai ba vai Yoakum. Barfield phap céi cong vao ¢6 tay Yoakum, va Youkum chong cur, mdt it mau lemri ra & mdi trén.

“Canh sat trrong!”
“Im di, Hunt.” Rdi ong ta ndi voi hai mét vy dac biét SBI, “Chuyén ndy c6 thuc sy can thiét khong?”
“Ong ta tAn cong nhén vién cong hyc tiéu bang.”

Cong khoa, ho 161 Yoakum dimg ddy. Hunt budc ra gilta ho va canh ctra. “Du cho chuyén gi dang xay ra, cling can co 1 giai thich. Khong nén 161 ong
ta di nhur the ndy. Ngoai kia 1a nhitng dong nghi€p ctia 6ng ta. Phdng vién truyén thong day ngoai duong,”

“Plng qua mdt bén, Tham tir.” Mit Barfield d bung. Oliver 1a birc tranh ctia sy than nhién.
“Chung t6i chi im nhiém vu ctia chiing toi. Chinh cénh st trrdng ctia dng yéu cau ching t6i dén day.”

Yoakum dimg gitta hai mt vu SBI. Ao 6ng ta bi kéo tung ra khoi thét krng, Mot cai niit 4o bi bung va con thinh nd ciia 6ng ta rat 1 rang, “Bo canh tay
Vo lai ctia ching mayy khdi tao!” Ong noi.

Hunt nhin canh sat trrong, “Ong dé ho 101 Yoakum ra khoi chd nay véi cong trén tay?”

“Ong ciing timg bét g Ken Holloway vdi t6i nhe hon.”

“Céai do khac chir.”

“Vay sa0?” Canh sat trudng s€ khong can thiép.

“Chiing t6i ¢6 dui chd cho hai ngudi ddy,” Oliver ndi, va sw him doa ngAm ngdm. Yoakum ni, “Chuyén ndy to lao thoi, Clyde.”
“Tranh qua mdt bén, Tham tir. Tois& khong yéu cau ong lan nita.”

“Céanh sét truong! T6 cha!”

“Ho ¢6 viéc phai lam, chiing ta cling vay.”

Hunt dirmg nguyén. “Toi s& khong dé chuyén nay nhu vay.”

“Tranh qua mdt bén, Hunt,” canh sat truong n6i. “Bang khong t6i thé trude Chiia, t6i s& yéu cau ho bét luon ca ong.”



“Ong s& khong lam vay.”

“Tranh duong.”

Hunt nhin ban minh, 6ng ta hit toc va nhd nude bot trén san nha vin phong Canh st trudng,

“Dumg nhoc cong, Clyde.” Hunt tir chi tranh dudng, “Hay tranh qua mot bén.”

“John...”

“Mot ngay dep troi duge chd di choi,” Yoakum noi, va Hunt théy minh budc qua bén trai. Ctra mo va ho 16i d6ng su ctia 6ng di, hai tay bi cong,
Qua chudng cop.

Ra béng cira chinh.
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Chuwong 45: Chuong 44

Johnny nhin mat troi vuron Ién tir canh ctra gac img. Hai chan cu tong teng trén khong gian 61 umndng ngc mii bin va o bi giam nat. Cau khat nuée
va toan thin dau nhire. Chua c6 ai thirc, dong Ira da tan. Mat troi xuat hién trurde tién nhu mdt an mau hong, sau d6 la mot bo canh vang nhd 1én khoi
rang cdy. Johnny chomra xa hon va nhin xuong,

“Dlmg c6 nhay.” Jack cat tiéng, ngay sau hrng cau.

Johnny quay lai. “Haha.”

Jack di ngang céi gac limg, ngdi xubng canh thiing ban. Rom ra virdng vao toc hén. Got chan hén gd xudng gd, i sau do ciing chdm ra ngoai. “Té ciru
mang cau. Caung tg.”

“No céi nay nay.” Johnny dim vao bo vai han,

“Khi” Jack nhin ngang doc canh ddng co dai bi nghién phing, Canh rimng van den ngdm dudi nhitng tang 14 cy. Am thanh ctia dm By vong Ién theo
mdt con lanh bat thinh linh thoi téi. “Té ddi qua.”

“Doiva.”

“Ching ta nén vé nha.”

Johnny liéc céi thang, canh cira md dan xubng dudi. “Van nghil gi dang ndi chuyén voi Chiia 42

“Té nghi gi dang hip hoi.”

“Thét vay sao?”

<. That vay.”

Johnny dtmg ddy, phiii hai tay vao quan jeans. “Té nghi t6 nén ndi chuyén voi ga.”

Jack ciing dimg, “O dudi d6 hoi thdi im.”

Hén n6i ding. Ga Freemantle nﬁmnghjéng mit bén, dau gf’)i’co lén. Ga bbe mii nhu xic chét. Canh tay bj thuong xoai dai ra trong dét, va khi Johnny s
vao da gi, cam gidc nong bimg nhur gidy kho. Johnny nhin vét thurong & bén hong dén canh tay sung tay lén. Lop da trén ngon tay g da nit bung ra vi
ap suat. “Td chico can ga.”

“Mdm miéng con ngudi 1 noi chdn kinh tom.”

“Cau hon bang cai gi vao-nit-mdt-cd gai?”

“C4i d6 khac. Déng ndy, cau cin gi thiu xurong, va da nhidu ngdy lién. Ga phai 6m theo cai xac chay trong rimg, Va i d6 thudc thuy vao ddy. Didu d6
that Ia ngu.”
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“T6 khong nghi g ngu.”

“Khong?”

“N6 khong phai mot tir ngr thich hop.”

Jack tho ra. “Chiing ta can roi khoi ddy, ngay bay gio, trudc khi ga thire gide va giét ching ta.”

Va nhu thé gi Freemantle nghe dugc 1o hin noi.

Doi mét gi birmg mo, to, tdi sAm, va hoang dai. Mot tay gi vung manh ra va chop By c6 Jack. Giong di¢u g bi ai va ga kéo Jack lai gan. “Chua biét.”
Johnny cam duoc sirc Iyc cua tir nglr va chop canh tay 3, nhung da thit Freemantle nong sot himg hure, nhitng ngdn tay ciia gi xody sdu vao ving thit
mémnoi ¢d Jack. “Chiia biét,” gi ndi mot ln nita, nhitg ngdn tay g budng mo ra va Jack hoang hdt i budc.

“Dung dé g lai gan!” Jack thét Ién. “Lay Chua. Dimg dé gi khing dién d6 cham vao nguoi t6.”

Johnny chét ing. Cau trd mt nhin cho dén khi sw khing dién bién mat khoi khuon mit ciia Freemantle. “Chuyén gi viy?” Freemantle nhin boi rdi, doi
it bay gio soc va s¢ hali, trong ngire danh thinh thich. G gio canh tay bi thwong tat Ién va nhin n6 nhu thé gi chua timg thiy n6 trude day. Ga tha nd
xuong, va quay nguoi nghiéng qua mot bén. G2 lam lo hai cdu trai, kéo co dau goi Ién gan nguc. “Toi dang & dau vay?”

Khi Johnny xoay ngudi, cau tim thiy Jack & tit phia bén kia nha kho, lung tira vio tudng, canh tay nho dua kén ¢d, canh tay lanh kin lim d4u thanh gia.
Doi mdi tai nhot, nit sang ruc.

“Minh phai di. Minh phai di ngay bay gio.”
“Cau khong sao chir, Jack?”

Nhung Jack téi nhot va r6i loan, chit nghiia chét nghn trong ¢b hong, Han m mdm, dong lai va ca hai anh con trai nhin Freemantle chim cham, doi mvit
3 tudn dAm nurde it trong khi gi co gidt trén san d4 lanh. P61 mbi g mAp may khong tri gidc, va mot 4m thanh khd khan, dur thira vot qua gitta ho.
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Chuong 46: Chuong 45

Khi Hunt tr& vao van phong ctia canh sat truéng, ong gian run nguoi va khong chic ¢6 thé kimham Ong van théy su dién loan ctia nhom phéng vién va
Yoakum tir chéi bing cach chop mit hodic cti d4u khi ho bu kin 6 6ng ta. Hunt vung manh canh ctra, nghe n6 dap ram vao trong khung, nhung canh sat
truong chi co mot it kién nhdn cho sy buc tire cia ong Ong ta ngdi lot thom trong chiéc ghé, vdi ra ding sau Ay khiu sting ctia Hunt va dé trén ban.
Ong ta ddy no ra phia trude. “Chuyén do 18 ra c6 thé lim sudn sé hon.”

Hunt nhin cdy sting, “Téi nén camno va ban ong”

“Pimg c6 bi kich nhdo qua nhu vay, Hunt. Néu ddy 12 vin phong ctia ong, 6ng ciing s& lim twong tir.”

Hunt cAm sting 1én va tra sting trd vao bao da. “D6 3 mdt ¢t phuc kich, thudn tuy va don gian.”

Canh sat truong v mdt tay. “Chinh ong 1 nguoi dua ra gia thuyét 6 mot gi cém lién can.”

“Lién can véi cai gl.”

“Ga Jarvis. G Meechum.”

Hunt chi vao canh cira. “Do 1 nhimg gi ho nghi sao? D6 1 nhitng gi ho muén truy vén dng ta sa0?”

“Chiing ta can phai tur bao vé&. Ching ta can phai béo vé cudc diéu tra va uy tin ciia nha canh sat. D& lam viée do, ching ta phai moi ai d6 tir bén ngoai,
ai d6 cong tam, cach biét. Toi cling khong thich thi gi, nhung né 1a vay d6. Pay 1a cach giai quyét cong viée.”

“Ong dang thuyét phyc ai viy? Toi hay 1 6ng?”

“Dug c6 ndi vdi t6i cai giong d6, con ngudi tir mAn cao ngao. Nhimng chuyén nay s& khong can thiét néu 6ng bit hong dugc bon truyén thong, Hay yéu
cau thude cap cia ong yén ling”
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“Thudc cAp ctia toi dau c6 ai ndi gi.”
“Ong 14 tham tir chi huy, Hunt. Bét ctr ai lién can dén vy diéu tra nay déu thudc trach nhiém cia ong”
“Chuyén nay tao lao.”

“C6 phai chinh 6ng k& ngwoi tranh i, tir truée dén gio, ring mdt tay com lién can véi Burton Jarvis? D6 1a nhitng gi anh nhéc thay, ding khong? C6
trong to gidy ghi chii cia anh nhoc. Mot 6ng cdm ¢ nha Burton Jarvis.”

“Mot tay nhén vién an ninh. Khong phai com. Ching t6i di xac minh diéu d6 hom qua, ngay gidy phiit ching t6i bin ha gi Meechum.”
“Ong hm ha?”

“Toi lam gi?”

“Ong x4c minh ring tay nhan vién an ninh c6 it & nha Jarvis?”

‘RO rang nhu vay.”

Canh sat truong dua nguoi vao ghé. “Ai dua ra y kién di dén thurong x4

“Yoakum.”

“Aindy ra y kién ring mot tay nhan vién an ninh c6 thé bi nhdm IAn v6i mot si quan canh sét?”

“Yoakum Ca hai ching t6i”

Canh sat truong gd nhiing ngdn tay ning trich trén it ban gidy day vét triy xudc.

“Ba Katherine Merrimon thiy chiéc xe d4u trén duong gin nha ba ta. Ba ta nghi ai d6 rinh rp nha minh. Ba ta nghind c6 thé 1 xe ctia canh sat.”
“D6 phai i Meechum. Ga ta l4i chiéc 6 6 bon cira.”

“Ba ta ¢ cam giac thé. Chi vy thoi.”

Canh st truong dimg dy khoi ghé, hai miit nham chit, da nhan nheo ¢ khée mit. “Ong s& khong bao gitr tim durge g2 Meechum mi khong c6 s dan
x€p suy dien cta Yoakum C¢é dung vay khong? Yoakum da khoi y kién dan dat ong dén thuong xa.”

“Ong ta I8 ra phai duoc nhan huy chuong.”

“Ngoai trir, néu né khong diing nhur thé. Néu 6ng ta biét thi sa00?”

“Biét chuyén gi?”’

“Néu ma 6ng ta lién can véi Jarvis va Meechum tir d6 dén gio? Khong phai chi c6 hai gi hop tic voi nhau, na a ba?”
“Dicu d6 hoang dudng qué,” Hunt noi.

“Ong liic ndo chang vay.”

“Ching ta can tim anh nhéc Johnny Merrimon. CAu ta s& giip im sang t6 chuyén ndy trong vong vai gidy dong hd.”
“Néu hén chiu néi chuyén vi ong.”

“Cau ta s& noi,” Hunt n6i. “Lan ndy thi cau ta s&.”

“Vay thi di tim anh nhoc, va goi dién béo t6i biét khi ndo 6ng tim duoc. Goi cho t6i ngay cai gidly phut mi anh nhéc ti d6 Xuat hién. Ngay céi lic anh nhoc
ti n6i khong phai Yoakum cé mit ¢ nha gd Jarvis, t6i s& goi van phong Cuc Diéu tra SBL. Trong lic chd doi, Yoakum s& nhu ng6i trén dong lra.”
Hunt ¢ dau. “Chuyén nay van khong ding.”

“Durng lai mot gidy va suy nghi. Burton Jarvis da chét. Meechum biét ching ta sat ding sau lung ga boi vi Holloway goi g3 va bao g biét. Ga tron chay
so hai. Néu chiing ta bat séng Meechum, gi s& khai bao. Khai ra mt gi com tha hoa s& rat c6 loi khi méc ca voi vin phong Bién ly. Yoakum biét diéu
d6, cho nén éng ta ¢6 Iy do mudn giét Meechum”” Canh sét truéng cudi cing dimg ddy. “By gid, toi s& hoi 6ng mot an nira. Phat stng nd ¢6 chinh
dang hay khong?”’

“Toi biét Yoakum.”



“T6i da ndi voi ong nhitng gl vé chuyén nd sting vi Iy do

ca nhan?”

“T6i biét con ngurdi John Yoakum”

“Ong biét? Ong biét sao, that khong?” Canh sét trurong chd doi. “Ong ta im gi vao nhitng ngity nghi cudi tudn? Ong ta di d4u nhimg An nghi phép?”
Hunt phai thi nhan. “T6i khong biét. Ong ta khong bao gior ndi chuyén d6.”

“Ong ta chua timg lp gia dinh. Tai sao vay?”

“Chuyén nay lién quan nhur thé nao?”

“Ong biét m,” canh st trudng tuyén bd. “Quy than, tit ca ching ta déu biét. Ong ta timg néi nhiéu lan m ma.”

Hunt biét nhitng chir d6. Yoakum ndi né bat cir khi ndo vu an diic biét di man va su phan boi ghé ron nhét.

Poc ac 1a can bénh ung thu ctia trai tim con nguoi.

“Cho nén, ng ta i con ngudi hay nhao bang, Phin 16n cém déu nhur vy.”

Canh sat truong nhin vai. “C6 thé ong ta 4m chi vé& minh nhur vay.”

Chudng cop ram ran nhiing tiéng xi xio ma chiing tit ngdi nhanh chéng khi Hunt himg hure con gian lao ra khoi vin phong Canh sét trrong, Canh cira
vung nhanh déng ap vao trong, dong manh khién mot bire tranh léch khoi tim Ong cam thay nhitng dnh n¥it nhin, suy dodn; n6 néing né nhu tang sat
thép, nhung khong ai n6i 10i nao, khong ai chat van, do d6 Hunt tw bién twr dicn. Ong dimg lai ¢ gilta can phong, gio hai tay lén. “Nhimg gi vira xay ra la
chuyén tao lao. Néu bat cir ai hdi dén - truyén thong, gia dinh, bat ké 1a ai - quy vi hily ni véi hg nhur the.” Ong quay mot vong tron va noi thit to. “Tao
lao!”

Loi n6i lo img trén khong trung. Khong mdt ai ngoai trir Cross nhin vao mit dng, va dén ca ng &y cling Fic diu. Hunt nudt nhitng 104 n6i tirc gin.
Yoakum chura timg dyra dam ban be trong nha canh sat, chura hé toan tinh. Ong ta la nguoi ¢6 doc, dan chuyén nghiép. Chuyén do thi sao? C6 dicu gi
sai trai day? Ong hoan thanh nhiém vu. Ong song mot doi song riéng,

Hunt bo di ra bang cira sau.

Hpi .:?im bée 1én ngoai bi dau xe, trén cac tan I to lon, i xubng cta mot cdi cdy ¢6 doc ndm canh duong 10. Phia xa ngoai l}éng‘réo, nhitng ¢ mAy ning
né gimra va nha khoi. Bai déu xe day mii dau cén, bun sinh va sét thép nong bong. Hunt 6m lay vo-lang, d€ hoi gi6 lanh thoi md hoi dong trén mit, va
hinh dung Yoakum bj 161 ra ngoai tru s6, hai tay bi cong. R&i 6ng nghi dén Johnny. Me cta Johnny. Ong nghi dén Yoakum nhin nhu thé ndo khi dimg &
céi noi am thip, t5i mi1 bén canh dong song khi nhitng thi thé dugc mang ra. Ong ta phin nd nhur thé ndo. Kinh tom thé nio.

Yoakum khong thé ndo can dur vao chuyén nhur vdy.

Hoén toan khong thé nio nhur viy.

Ong gai s6 de chiée xe to 1on, danh véo quét nguoc chiée xe ra khoi chd dau, sau do gidt can hop sb vao s6 téi. Phai cé mdt sur giai thich, mdt 1y do ndo
d6 cho cai vo dan tim thay trong chiéc Land Cruiser bi lat trong khe niii ¢6 dau van tay cta Yoakum. Néu sy gidi thich d6 c6 ¢ bat cir noi nao, n6 phai &
nha Yoakum Hunt ¢6 gang khong mubn 1t nhin mit phia sau ciia cing mot dong xu: Néu Yoakum lién can dén sy it tich clia céc tré em, chimg o
chuyén nay rat ¢6 thé ciing s& duoc tim thiy & d6. Hunt khong c6 trét xét nha hodc chia khod, nhung 6ng khong cn biét. Mot cuc da ném qua cira s6
ciing gidi quyét dugc viée. Cay xa-beng nay cira trude. Day khong phai ki chuyén am ctia com. Péy I vi tinh ban. La chuyén trung thanh, sy tin cay va

s nhirc nhdi khi nghif dén sw phén boi ciia Canh sét truong. Ong ta da ban dimg Yoakum dé gy thanh gay thé cho nha canh sét, dé am cho moi chuyén
nhin ngon lanh trong khi vu an moi ngay mot roi sau hon vao bai boc mii. “Tao lao.” Hunt lam bam.

Nhung ddu vén tay...
Ong lic dau.
Déu van tay thi qua thit gay go.

Hunt cit ngang dong xe ¢, dm sat lan xe bén trai cia con duong bén in xe chay vt ngang thi xa. Khu phd nha Yoakum la khu cti kg, day nhitng can
nha nho mdt tang xdy trén dat nén vun cao hon long duong bo, xi-ming bi doi nirt né boi nhikng ré cy to ¢& bap chan dan 6ng. Hang x6m Ia noi ke dén
nguoi di nhung duge gitt trom tat, mat mé va yén king. Hunt quyét dinh ding t6i xa-beng,

Ong nhanh chong 18 phai, di qua ba day phd, 16i 18 trai. Nha Yoakum mot tAng v6i noc nha vuron tit én cao va mai lop bang gb ting theo nim thang
xuong mau bac phéch. Nhitng viuron hoa ruc 1& khoe séc. Bui cay duoc tia gon, cdy coi dugc cham séc chu déo.

Mt chiée xe tai véi thimg son méu xanh db trén duong dan vao nha. Nhimg chit méu tring trén nén xanh hién 5. Cuc Piéu tra SBL



Hunt nhe nhing cho xe d4u sat bo 16, vin con ¢ xa nira day phd. Hang x6m do tia ra san nha: phu nit son sén méc vy mau sang, nhitng 6ng gia, mot vai
dira nhdc ti toc tai dai thirot & ra phai dang ]é{nnhfmg chuyén vui gh(f)n hon. Tatca khuon mat ho cing mot cam xiic: ngac nhién, lo ling, O nha

Yoakum, dan ong mic 4o gi6 ¢ ép nhimg mau ty trén 4o di chuyén ra vao cong trude. Hunt khong thay Oliver hodc Barfield dau, nhung chuyén nay
khong quan trong. Cuc Dicu tra SBI da viéng thimnha Yoakum

Ho ¢6 trat toa an.

Ban dang doc truyén Khuic Cdu Hon duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 47: Chuong 46

“Ga dinh giét t6,” Jack noi. “Cau thdy mi. Chiia oi. Céi gii khdng 16 hung ton d6 mudn giét t61”

“Néu ga mudn cau chét, cau da toi mang rdi.” Johnny quy bén canh Freemantle. “Dimg ¢6 nhu con gii vy chir!”
“Pumg dung dén g, Johnny. Cau lam gi vy ha?”

“Té khong c6 dung gi. Binh finh di.”” Johnny twa nguoi gan hon dén gi Freemantle. “Ga ta chi bj m.”
D6i mdi Freemantle mép may, va ¢6 nhitng 101 ndi gi d6, Johnny nghi vay. Cau tya ngudi gin hon.

“.. Nha dang béc chay... Me bj bong lira...”

Johnny nghe 0.

“.. Nha dang bdc chéy...Me bi bong Iira...”

Loi n6i duge budng ra. Johnny ngwde nhin én. “Céu c6 nghe thiy khong?”

“Khong™

“Pén day giip t6.”

“Dep di”

“Ga can thude men hodc vao nha thurong,”

“Duoc,” Jack ndi. “Tyi minh s& vé nha va goi xe ciru thurong, dé ho lo ba cai chuyén nay.”

“Néu minh goi xe ciru thuong, ho s& goi cho com va & s& khong biét dugc nhitng gi g biét.”

“Vay ctr dé com truy hoi gi di. D6 I viée ciia ho.”

“Cém mudn két t6i hin giét ngudi. Ho nghil Alyssa chét roi. Ho s& khong diéu tra chuyén gi & hin. M ciing khong kip nita.” Johnny 4n 4n vao vai
Freemantle nhung gi dan 6ng khong hé dung day.”

“Vay bay gio cau tinh sao?”

“Té khong biét, ban oi. Pugc chwa? T6 giai quyét chuyén nay dén dau hay dén d6. Té chi can thém mot co hoi. D6i khi, d6 L tit ca. T6 cha, Jack, gifp
t6 mot tay.”

“Pugc. Cau mudn t& im chuyén gi bay gio?”

“Trong chimg gi. T6 di By chiéc xe tai.”

“Viéc d6 mét hai muroi phit.”

Nhung Johnny da bién miét. Jack nhin xudng d6i mdi nirt né cia gi F reemantle, doi mét tron nguoc dang sau mi mét mong nhur td gidy. “Pau dén qué,”
hén ndi, sau d6 cam cdy sing. Hén chia ndng sting vao gi Levi Freemantle, rdi ngdi bét xudng dat.

Levi bi d6t chay trong lira den. Hin biét d6 1 lira bdi vi héin da timg bj dot trwée ddy. Hin timg bj thiéu trong cén nha boc chéy, me héin trong vong tay
cua han, dau téc ba ay boc chay ngin ngut nhur ngon dude. Han khong bit tai sao can nha boc chay hodc tai sao han lai & trong d6. Duong nhur chuyén
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ndy da timg xay ra tir hoi lau Am roi.

Nhung hin dang bdc chay.

Con dau dén khing khiép vi n6 niim & dudi 1p da.

Hén nghe nhitng giong ndi, & noi xa En; va hén 6 ging n6i vi ho.

“.. Nha dang chdy... Me dang bi chdy...”

Nhung ho khong nghe durgc tiéng ciia hin. Va khong ai dén ciru giip.

Khong ai dén.

Da thit néng bong.

Bbc chay...

Johnny bo chay thyc mang, cu dang nudt gi6 khi cau chay dén chiée xe tai. Cau leo Ién xe, dong cira lai. Chiéc chia khod tron tudt giita céc ngon tay,
nhung méay n. Khoéi xanh cudn vao trong khong khi. Loi hat nhac phiic am dang vang Ién trong radio. Johnny lai chiéc xe tai dén nha kho va dé dong co
n0. Jack diing & ctra va nhin tham nio.

“Lam sao cdu vuc dugc gi ta day?”

Johnny khong tra loi. Céu phong ra khoi xe tai, di vao bén trong nha kho, va quy canh bén Freemantle. Cau goi tén g4, 101 8O VAo tay gi va ngude kn
trén. “Nguoi g nong nhu fira ay.”

“Con phai noi nira.”

“Khong Bénh tinh ctia gi ngdly cang té hon. Ga ta dang bc chay.”

“. Me dang chéy... Nha dang bdc chay...”

“Céi gi vy troi?”” Jack tira vao gin hon. “Cau c6 nghe thiy khong?”

Johnny chi vé huéng ci nha bi chéy. “Té nghii me gi bi thiét mang trong vu hoa hoan do.”
Johnny day vai gi mot Ian chot, Fic g that manh. Ga lin tro lai. “Chiing ta khong thé vac gi bo 1én xe tai”
“Ga da tinh lai mot lan roi.”

“Minh nén hit nrde 1én mat g.”

“Cai d¢ chi cé tac dung trong phim anh.”

“Khi thét!” Johnny ndi.

“Té da bao cir bo gi & ddy va bién ra khoi ddy cho xong viée ma lai.”

Johmny Fic dAu. “Ching ta s& cho.”

“Thé 1a du rdi, Johnny.”

“Té da an cép chiéc xe tai. T 1 nguoi quyét dinh.”

Vay I ho chd, khéi xanh bay toa vio khong gian, tiéng nhac phic 4m trén radio van déu déu.
Ban dang doc truyén Khuic Cau Hon duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 48: Chuong 47

Hunt lwon hai lAn qua khu phd nha Yoakum, nhung mbi lan 6ng di qua con dudng nha Yoakum, chiéc xe ban tai ctia Cuc Piéu tra SBI van ddu & duong
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ra vao nha, cho nén 6ng bo di. Ong goi Cross kiélptrgl tinh hinh ¢ hién trrong nha Jarvis. Cross tra 10i dién thoai sau khi chudng reo bén tiéng. “Da. Bac
st khamnghiémy khoa dang c6 mit tai day. Thi thé dau tién s& duoc truc Ién trong gio ny. Ong ta nghi tat ca cac thi the s& duoc mang di trong ndi ngly
homnay. Co thé khoang giita trura s€ xong, Cung lam la chiéu to1.”

“Con gioi truyén thong thi sao?”

“Thi nhur ong mong doi viy. Ong ¢6 ra ngoai ndy khong?”

“Cé gi dé nhin ngim khong?”

Cross ngung. Gigng 6ng ta nghet lai. “Chua.”

“Goi cho t6i ngay khi c6 tin gi méi.”

Hunt tit may. Ong dang & mot ngd tur thude khu vire ngheo nhét cta thi x4. Nha cira cii k¥, voi nhitng duong ran nirt & van ap tuong. Nhitng 40 thun
xam treo trén hang day phoi quan do. Ong thay nhitng bon chira dau i sét, nhimg khdi da granite dung dé ning giir kéo san nha 1én khoi mit dat Am wo.
Nhiéu niim théng dat cat rac rudi ton dong & phia bén dudi cin nha gan nhét, va Hunt thdy mot diém dét tron bong noi chd chay ra chay vao. Cach day
hang trdm nam, day 1 noi dinh cu ctia nhimg nguoi ti dién thit co 1o van, va nd hién 16 sur nghéo khé ra. Hunt d6 xe cach xa nghiia trang danh cho ngudi
nd & duoc tu do khoang mdt dam duong, bao boc xung quanh a sy ngheo ddi va tuyét vong, virong van hinh bong nhiing bat cong ctia mot thoi qua
Kkhir.

Peén dudng chuyén qua mau xanh,

Hunt khong hé di chuyén.

Mot diéu g d6 chuyén dich sau tham trong dau. Mot chiée xe bop coi & ngay dang sau 6ng, nén Ong l4i xe qua ngd tu va tap sat vao I& trong khi g tai xé
dang sau ong 1 mdy inh 0i va lao nhanh qua n¥it. Hunt thiy dén neon dudi gaimxe, dia quay trén mim banh xe, va mau sac bang dang treo tong teng &
phia sau. Cép it bét tin nhin chdm chim tir mt khudn miit canh gidc, tiéng base dap huynh huych tir cac thimg loa, nhung Hunt tong khir hinh anh nay
ra ngoai. Pau 6c 6ng dang suy toan chuyén qua khi.

Té dién. Quin 4o uwdt dim

Cai ludi hong ctia con chd lai trong béng ram..

Ong nh6 lai nhitng hinh anh cudi cting,

Vi sau d6 ong nghi ong timra dap so.

Ong véi céi dién thoai va goi cho Yoakum, nhung sau d6 6ng chuc nhé ring Yoakum dang ngdi trén bing sau ctia xe tudn tiéu‘ canh sat tiéu bang trén
duong di Raleigh. Thay vao do, 6ng goi cho ba Katherine Merrimon. Ba tra 10i, tran day hy vong nhung giong mét moi. “T6i can biet ba ¢d ¢ nha hay
khong,” Hunt noi.

Bit thinh finh doi séng vron trdi day. “Chuyén Johnny ha?”

“Chura. Toi dang trén dudng dén nha ba.”

Miat hai muroi ba phtt len lach qua dong xe ¢4 trén duong phd, Hunt mdi téi duge noi. Katherine méc chiéc quin jeans bac miu, ¢t ngin, di dép xing-
dan, va chiéc 40 so mi nhdn dim treo trén doi vai gay guoc nhu cai gid xuong ctia ba. “Ba nhin mét moi qud,” Hunt n6i viba. Va ba mét. Doi it ba rit
séu vao trong hdc mét. Ba khong con lung linh sic mau nhur binh thurong,

“Ga Ken xuat hién ltic ba gior sang, Toi khong tai ndo chop nit tro lai.”

“O day? Ga ta dén day?”

“Toi khong dé g3 vao nha hodic bat cir gi. Ga dép cira, ndi nhitng 161 n6i xiu xa. Ga say rurou. Ga chiic can chd dé sia.”

Sur tirc gidn duoc ché ngy trong d6i mét Hunt. Ong biét c4i nhin ctia mdt ngudi phu nit bi bao hanh tyr kira déi chinh ho. “Ba dimng dtmg ra bao chira cho
gita”

“T6i ¢6 thé duong dau véi gi.”
Hunt budc minh phéi binh tinh. Ba ta bat dau rit vao cd thi, va ¢6 nhiéu cach khac 6t hon dé kiém soat van dé. “T6i can vao phong cau Johnny.”

“Puoc.” Bén trong, ba dat 6 ong xubng hanh lang dan dén phong cia J ohnny. Hunt bat cong tic dén va nhin girong ngh cia Johnny. Khi khong thiy cudn
sach ma 6ng mubn, ong chuyén qua hang sach nim trén ti 4o ctia Johnny. Ong do tim gay timg cubn sach. “N6 khong c6 day.”

“Céi gi khong c6?”



“Johnny ¢6 cudn sach vé lich sir quan hat Raven. Nhu thé ndy.” Ong tao hinh déng cudn sach bang dbi tay, &m chi kich thudc cudn sach. “No nim trén
girong ngu cdu ay vai ngay trude. Ba cd bict gi vé nd khong?”

“Khong. Khong biét gi. N6 quan trong im khong?”
“T6i khong biét. C6 thé.” Ong bt dau budc di.
“Ongra vé day ha?”

“Toi s& giit lién lac voi ba.”

Ngoai ctra, ba dat mot ban tay trén canh tay ong. “Nghe nay. V& gii Ken. Toi cam on 6ng d dimg ra bao vé. Néu gi ta trd nén hung héin hoic de doa
hodc bat ctr tro gi giong vay, toi s& goi cho dng. Puoc chit?” Ba bop canh tay 6ng nhe nhang, “Toi s€ goi.”

“Ba nén lamnhu vay,” 6ng n6i, nhung nhitng banh nhong da chuyén dong trong d?}u ong. Katherine van dtmg bén canh ctra khi ong di, va khong trd vio
bén trong cho dén khi xe 6ng trd ra dudng 16. Nha ba van con nam trong kinh chiéu hau xe ctia Hunt khi dng goi lién lac vdi si quan canh séat Taylor. “Toi
0 nha ba Katherine Merrimon,” dng ndi.

“Tai sao t6i lai khong ngac nhién nhi?”

“T6i can ¢b giup t6i mot viec.”

“Anh hét co dé cam1di sao?”’

“V& chuyén gi Ken Holloway. Kiém tra vin phong ctia gi. Kiém tra nha ciia gi. Toi mudn c6 tim g ta, va t6i mudn co téng giam gi ta.”

Gidy phit yén king theo sau. Hunt biét ¢ dang nhé lai 1n vira di, suy nghi vé vu kién va bing cach ndo ¢6 ¢b ging giit tén minh khong c6 trong t gidy
ké tiép dé nap 1én vin phong Thur ky Toa 4n. “Va Iy do 1a gi?”

“Cantro. Y bn tin cho gi Meechum ,réng ching t6i dang trén duong dén hoi chuyén . Toi s& hoan tAt thi tuc gléy to trea hom nay, nhung t6i mudn y
bi tong giam bay gi0, ngay by gio. Bat cir chi trich ndo, t6i s&€ chiu trach nhiém; nhung t6i muon gi vo lai d6 bi nhdt cai da.”

“Syr bt giit ndy c6 chinh dang khong?”

“M6t tuan trude, c¢d khong bao gior hoi toi nhur vay.”

“M6t tuan trude, i khong hé c6 cam gidc can thiét nhur vay.”

“Hay thi hanh di.”

Hunt tit miy, i goi téng d4i va hoi sb dién thoai Thur vién Cong cong Quan hat Raven. Nhan vién téng dai cho ong s6 dién thoai, va nbi duong day.

“Ban quéan thu nghe.” Giong néi ctia mdt ngurdi dan 6ng, Hunt ndi véi ong ta nhitng gi ong can va nghe tiéng g6 loc coc trén ban phim. “Cuén sach d6 da
duoc muron roiL”

“T6i biét nhur vay. Ong con ban ndo khéc khong?”
“T6i dang kiém tra. C6, chiing toi con mdt quyén nira.”
“Gitt n6 cho t61,” Hunt noi. “Va cho t6i xin tén ctia 6ng.”

Hunt clip may va & xe vé huéng thur vien. Chuyén cua Yoakum ngoai tAm tay v6i ctia 6ng. Hién truong nha g Jarvis gio ndm trong tam kiém soat. Chi
con lai Johnny. Mot anh nhée dau dc lung tung va qua réc rdi. Ké trén nha di hoang voi cy sting ly cap.

N6 € tu do.

Freemantle.

Hunt biét céi tén vi ong thiy nd trong cudn sach ctia Johnny. Chi f mdt Ian liéc qua, nhung bay gics ong van nhé cam gidc vé nd: “John Pendleton
Merrimon, Bac si giai phau va Ngudi theo chi nghia bai nb.” C6 mot bire anh khac trén trang tiép theo. Ong khong hé dé y n6 lan trude, nhung gio' thi
ong bict.

Isaac Freemantle.

Vi ¢6 mdt thm ban do.

Hunt tong ga, lung 6ng ép chit vao ghé da n6ng. Johnny biét noi tim Freermantle, va Freemantle i ké dao thoat khi dang tho an, mbt ké giét ngudi. Xe
Hunt tr& dén dén duong, Ong lao nhanh xudng Pho chinh chay bay nuroi lam knvgio, tat xe vao bai dau, tat may. Hai phtt sau, ng trd ra voi cudn sach.



Opg 13t nhitng trang sach cho dén khi tim dung trang 6ng can. Ong nghién ctru bire anh chyp John Pendleton Merrimon: dau to, ning can, nhitng dic
diém nam tinh. Ong ta méic bd vest den may gon chit va nhin khong giong Johnny, ngoai trir d6i mat, ¢ thé. Poi mat 6ng ta mau den.

Hunt doc vé Isaac, nguoi da chon céi tén Freemantle dé biéu tuong cho sur tur do moi cua 6ng ta. Va cting ¢ mot birc anh vé Ong ta, mt ngudi dan 6ng
to 1on trong bo 40 quan xuénh xoang va chiéc mil i Ong ta c6 ban tay rat to va hamréu lom chom dém tring, Johnny timg n6i voi Hunt ring
Freemantle 14 cdi tén Mustee, va Hunt nghi ong c6 thé thiy duroc phin ndo vét tich ctia ngurdi Da d6 trong déng nét ctia Isaac Freemantle. Mot cai gi d6
trong d6i mit, co thé. Hay trén phan goc canh cua doi go ma.

Ban db tran sang trang tiép theo. Trong d6 c6 dong séng, dam lay, mot dai dét tho ra véi nurée bao boc & ba phia.

Rimng Vinh hing,

Hunt so sanh ban do trong cubn sach v6i ban do 6ng co trong hoc trén tap-16. Rimg Vinh hang, hodc I cai gi di chang nira, ndm & ving dat hoang vu
nhét quan hat. Ngoai 4y khong c6 gi ngoai trir cdy rimg, dm By va con song. Khéng c6 hd so danh ba vé viéc Freemantle timg ding dich vy dién thoai
hoac dién mrde & Quan hat Raven, cho nén thong tin ¢6 thé khong mang y nghia g, ngdy thang ghi chép da mot thé ky rudi, nhung Hunt can anh nhoc.
Vi ca chyc ly do, 6ng can anh nhoc.

Ong gai s6 chiée xe 6 1.

Rimg Vinh hiing ¢ huéng tiy béc.
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Chuwong 49: Chuong 48

Canh sat Taylor di dén vin phong lam viée ciia Ken Holloway trurdc tién. C6 Jai xe xudng phd va & vao mot bai dau xe 1on ép chit hai bén cao dc clia
Holloway. C6 di chdm i, timkiém chiec xe Escalade miu tréng chir vang. Khong tim thiy n6. Dau chicc xe tuan tiéu ctia co ngay trude toa nha, Taylor
kiém tra that lung, sau d6 budc qua hai canh ctra kinh Ion. C6 hai long véi cai that lung deo trén hong. Kim loai chac chan. Thiet bi cung céap. Taylor yéu
thich nghi¢p lam com. Quyén néng di theo huy hi¢u. Bo dong phuc xanh khong bao gio nhdn dum. C6 thich phong xe that nhanh. Co thich bat bg thanh
phan bat hao. Do6i gidy ctia co tao ra &m thanh nhé trén san nha ngoc thach danh bong, Mot nguoi phu nit ngdi dang sau cai quay tiep tan to 16n, va
Taylor cam thay duoc cép mat cua ba ta tir dang xa trong khong gian bao quat. Nguoi phu nit dn méc gon gang va sang trong, ba ta co cai nhin phan xét
va giong ndi uy nghiém “Co6 timai?” ba ta ndi, va Taylor khong ua ba ta ngay luc do.

“T6i dén ddy dé n6i chuyén v6i 6ng Ken Holloway.” C6 dimg giong nbi ctia cém, c4i giong thé hién ra, dimg budc i phéi nhéc lai 101 t6i vira noi

Ngudi tiép tan nhiu mdt bén chan may. D6i mdi ba ta gin nhw khong di chuyén. “Chuyén ndy lién quan dén viée gi?”

“N6 lién quan dén chuyén t6i mudn gip ongta.”

Ayq 2

“T6i hiéu.” Ba ta mim d6i mbi mong, “Ong Holloway khong dén day hom nay.”

Taylor i ra cudn s6 ghi chit va bt muc. “Tén cuia ba la gi?” Neuwoi ta khong wa thich gi s6 ghi chii va biit muc. Ho khong thich bi com ghi chép. Ba tiép
tan rng khtrng cho tén va Taylor viet xuong gidy. “Va ba n6i dng Holloway khong c6 & van phong?”’

“Phai. Y t6i 1a khong, Ong ta khong dén.”

Ba tiép tAn so' hi quy phuc, nhung Taylor khong bao gior cudi khi ¢6 4p dung uy quyén. C6 giam ti da o1 néi va giit bd miit chung chung, “Lan sau
cung ba gip va ndi chuyén véi dng Holloway 1a khi nao?”’

“Ong ta da khong dén day tir hom qua.”
“Va nhitng nguoi khéc trong cao d¢ ndy sin sang xac nhan chuyén nay?”
“Toi tin nhur vay.”

Taylor chdm ri quan sat cin phong; nhitng birc tranh treo trén tudng, nhirg cudn danh ba dién thoai, nhitng c4i thang méy. C6 diit tim danh thiép lén
mat quay. “Lam on nhan 6ng Holloway goi s6 dién thoai nay khi 6ng ay dén day.”

“Vang, thura ¢6.”

Taylor giit n}it nhin, ‘réi trd ra nhu e ¢6 vao toa nha, chimrai va viing chic, mot tay dat trén day thit lung nht_;a to ban. Trd vao xe tuln tra, 96 mo
laptop va kiém tra ho so dang bd véi Nha Liru thong nhitng xe cd s& hitu boi 6ng Ken Holloway. Bén canh chiéc Escalade, 6ng ta lam chu chice
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Porsche 911, chiéc Land Rover, va chiéc Harley-Davidson. Taylor dao mat quét mot vong b du xe va khong tim thy mdt trong nhing chiéc xe ké
trén. CO viet vao cuon so tay, canh t€n cuia ngudi tiep tan: c6 vé ndi that.

Nha ctia Holloway niim & mdt trong nhing sn gon vé phia khu nha gidu ctia thi xa. San gon tur nhén, thiét ké bao boc xung quanh mbt cau lac bo bang
da va ddy leo um tim nguy nga nhu cung dién. Khong can nha nao trén khu phd ctia ong ta gia tri kém hon hai triéu d6-la, va nha Holloway la can to lén
nhét, mt tda nha mau tréng xdy trén manh dét bén mau tay véi virdn co duge chiim soc trom tét. Trén nira duong vao nha, Taylor di qua mjt bue
twong nguoi da den cam cdy dén bdo miéng cudi toe toct. C6 ra khoi xe va bude bo trén hanh lang xa thim thim. Cira trude mo ra trén san nha bing
da phién trang son mai. Thoat, chi cé su yén ling, tiéng mdt con chim hot; tiép theo 1a tieng ai 6 dang khéc.

Mot phy nit.

O bén trong,

Tay Taylor budng xudng ném trén bang sting. Co bat bung dai da, budc dén canh cira mo. C6 thiy ciy riu trén nén nha sat bén canh mot dong gay vun
ma trude do 1a cay duong cAm Phén dinh bi giy vo, dim gb dam tua tia. Nhitng ¢t bua lam v& tan ban phim va nhiing phim nga vang tir tung trén tham
Moi thir khéc tréng déu hoan hao. Taylor bdm may lién lac, gap tong dai. Co thong bao vi tri va yéu cau tiép vién; sau d6 rit sing, ho to chirc nghiép, va

budc qua bac cira. C6 nguri tlny i reou va tlny vai chai md d& dat trén ban ca phé. Mot chai can sach, chai kia can mdt mra.

Tiéng khoc dén tir noi ndo d6 sau tit trong nha. C6 thé trong nha bép. Hay phong ngil. Taylor budc qua khung cira hinh ban nguyét vao trong phong
khach. Nhin qua lhudng phai, co thay mdt chiec guong trén ghe sofa, nhitng vét dai ctia thir bot trang nhin giong nhur bach phién cét theo hang thang,

Déy dan bung chang chit tir & bung chiéc dan dwong cam

“Canh sét ddy,” tiéng c6 vang Ién mot lan nita. “Toi c6 stng.”

C6 tim thiy ngudi con gai trong mt hanh lang ngin bén ngoai phong khach. C0 ta tre, c6 & chi mudi chin, chin toc den dém, nhudm bach kim, da de
min mang, Hamrangkhenhnhungtrang, hai ban tay tho va do. Co ta ngdi trén san nha, khoc, va Taylor thay doi mét ¢ ta rit xanh. “Ga ta khong m g
ca. Toi khong sao.” Am giong cho biét ¢6 ta 1a ngudi mién Pong Nam. Taylor I6n lén vat va & mién ddi cat va biét ca chuc co gii nhur ¢6 ta, thit hoc va
dep gai, tuyét vong tim mdt noi nao d6 kha di hon.

“C6 dimg duoc khong?” Taylor chia ban tay ra. Nguoi con gii mic dong phuc ngudi 6, phia ba vai bén phai bi rach, nhitng nit 4o trude ngue bi bt
tung. Mot bén gd ma d6 g, va c6 ddu hiéu nhimg diu tay gidn dir trén phin thit mém ctia canh tay. “C6 chi ¢6 mdt minh thoi sao?”

Co gai khong tra loi.

“C6 phai Ken Holloway lam chuyén nay voi c6 khong?”

C6 ta git dau. “Ga goi t6i 1 Katherine. D6 dau phéi i tén cua t61.”
“Téncd la gi?”

“Janee. V6i hai van E.”

“Pugc rdi, Janee. CO s§ khong sao, nh}Ing t6i mudn ¢d cho t6i biét chuyén gi da xdy ra ¢ day.” Taylor nhin chiéc 4o bikéo réch, nhirng it 4o bi kéo
bat tung. Gigng c6 tir ton. “GA ta c6 hiep ddm c6 khong?”

“Khéng,”

C6 mit cai g d6 trong giong tra 101 ctia ¢6 ta. Ngan ngai. Lan tranh. “C6 ¢6 qua lai v6i ong Holloway khong?”’

“Yeolag?

Taylor khong n6i g, va Janee git du. “Doi khi. Ga ta ciing c6 lic lich sur, ¢6 biét ddy. Va ga ta, hinh nhur, rat | gidu ¢6.”

“C0 c6 quan h¢ tinh dyc véi ong ta khong?”

C6 ta gt dAu, bit dau khoc tré lai

“Va ong ta danh c6?”

“Sau khi lam chuyén d6,” c6 ta noi.

“Tiép tuc di.”

“Poi khi g ta cho t6i nhitng thir dep d&; va gi ¢6 nhimg 101 I8 tir & ngot ngo.” C6 ta nirc nd. “Cd cd hiéu y ctia t6i khong? Nhu mdt ngudi dan ong lich

thi¢p.” C0 ta ic dau, lau nurde mit. “Toi khong nén ndi vdi cd 1 g ta goi toi bang tén clia ngwoi khc. Ga noi gi khong tin tudng t0i, nhung toi nghi g
khong muon t6i bat qua tang g nhu vay. Ga khong mudn t6i biet chuyén.”



“Ong ta goi c6 1 Katherine. Ong ta c6 goi ho khong?”
“Toi khong nghe cai do. C6 thiy cay dan duong cim khong?”
“Co.”

“Ga dan 6ng d6 dién cudng nhur vay. Dudng nhur cai tén d6 lam cho ga ndi con thinh nd. Ga n6i néu toi ndi chuyén niy cho bt cir ai, t6i s& 1 ngudi tiép
theo.” C6 ta mim chit mdi va nhitng soi toc nhom vang roi phi qua doi niit cua co ta. “Mat lan ga cho t6i cai iPod.”

“Janee...”
“Ga ta la mit théng dan 6ng t& bac.”
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Chwong 50: Chuwong 49

Levi dang bbc chay. Toc tai me g3 dang chdy va ngon lira nhu méng vubt nong ruc cau chat khuon mit cta g khi g chay ra ngoai cira. N6 gdy dau
don, va gi gao theét khi ca hai b6 nhao ra khoi ctra lu6i va roi ra ngoai hang hién, can nha d6 dp dang sau kg ho, tat ca moi thir den ngom, va nhimg gi
khong den ngom, thi dang boc chay. Levi nghi ¢ thé g dang boc chdy dudi hoa ngue. Ga bict gi da lam dicu gi sai trdi, nhung chuyén do 1a sau nay.
Phai vay khong? Khong phai bay gio, cling khong phai me ga dang boc chdy. Ga hoang mang roi boi va sg hai.
Nong nhu dudi hda ngyc.
Bing chay khong 10 nhur chura timg xay ra vay.
Nhung d6  can nha bdc chdy, va Levi biét d6 1a noi duy nhat gi séng. Ga séng cé doi ngudi & ddy va chura hé mot ngdy rdi xa. Me gi n6i ki ngodi kia
chang co6 gi ngoai su dau kho, khong phai I noi chon cho ngurdi nhu gi. Cho nén g 6 nguyén. Va dé 1a noi g 6. Ga dang ¢ nha. Ga dang boc chay &
ngoai san...

... dang chét din mon.

G mo hai mét dé nhin xem c6 bay qua hay khong,
Anh sang mt troi trong nha kho.

“Ga tinh lai 101 Johnny ctii xudng nhin khuon miit g3 Freemantle khi doi mét g3 chép mo. Cau thiy hdn loan, so hai. “Khéng sao,” Johnny n6i. “Toi chi
can mang 6ng Ién xe tai. Ong c6 thé ngdi ddy dwoc khong?”

Freemantle chdp mit Bin dét in siu vao nhirng murong ranh trén khudn mat seo cua gi. Ga nhin kn keo nha, 10i qua canh cira mo. “Khong sao,”
Johnny n6i. Cau nam cénh tay lanh lin ctia Freemantle va c0 gang gifip gi ngoi ddy.

000

Nhlrng 11 n6i hoa quyén vao nhau, ching mang mjt y ngh]a g, nhung ciu nhoc da tring c6 d6i mét quyén rii, den va sau thim Levi nhin chim chim vao
d01 mit 4y, ngac nhién tai sao n6 lam cho gi cam thiy dé chiu hon Nhu thé g da timg thiy ching trude day, nhu thé i nén t1n tudng vao ching. Ga
ngdi ddy, va hoi nong duc khoét qua nguoi g, sy dau nhire. Ga van rdi mi1 va van s hii; sau d6 thi mot luéng hoi lanh xody xudng tir trén cao, mdt noi
lanh 1o, va gi lai nghe thayno mdt An nita. Giong ndi.

Loi ctia Chua.

Qué 1d rang va quyén uy. Suyt chit nita gi thon thirc.

“Tai sao ga lai mim cudi nhu vay?” Doi mit ctia Freemantle nhim chit, doi moi g kéo rong ra va nhin nhur thé chd da thit nirt né bat dau chdy mau.
Jack bude ra xa.

“C6 thé ga thich nhag: ph1'1’c am. Ai ma biét duoc? Hay mang ga ta vao trong xe tai.”” Johnny gitip g dimg trong khi Jack dat ra xa. Johnny ha tim bing
xe va Freemantle ngoi xuong, ngd nglra ra sau. “Vao tit trong d6,” Johnny noi.

“Vao tit bén trong.” Mot 1i tham thi, mdt tiéng vang,

“Nu curoi do clﬁng thich hgp chit ndo,” Jack néi.
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Freemmntle ndm ngira, hai diu gbi co quép, hai tay thu tru6e ngue. Nu cuoi toét miéng va sung suéng. Vo ti. Chir bung vao trong fiﬁu cta Johnny.
Thuan tdy. “Lén xe di,” cunoi, va Jack tréo lén xe. Hin dong ctra va tira lung vao tay kéo ctia canh ctra, xoay nguoi d€ hin c6 thé quan sat g
Freemantle qua ctra kinh sau ctia thing xe tai. Johnny phdng 1én ngoi dang sau vo-ling,

“Doi mbi clia g mAp may,” Jack noi.

“Ga dang ndi gi vay?”

Jack mo chét cira s phia sau va kéo né mo ra. Han viin nho radio dé c6 thé nghe giong ndi ctia Freenmantle.

“Khong c6 con qua nao.”

“Péng cira s6 lai di,” Johnny ni, nhung ca hai van nghe giong gi.

“Khong c6 con qua nao.”
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Chuwong 51: Chwong 50
Hunt dang di it v& huréng Bic cta thi xa thi Cross goi dién. Ong tra 16i may khi chudng reo tiéng thir hai.
“Ong c6 tin gi moi d6?”

Mot phiit yén king trén duong day, tiéng i o, sau d6 Cross noi, “Ong phai nhanh chan dén day.” Vai gidy im ling troi qua. Nhiéu giong ndi yéu 6t phia
dang sau.

“Chuyén gi vay?”” Hunt hoi.
“Thi thé d4u tién mdi truc ra khoi dat.”

“Khong phai Alyssa.” Hunt cam thiy bong t6i bao trim.

“Khong phai Alyssa.”

“D6 1 6ng bd ctia Alyssa.” Mot hoi th. “Bb ctia Johnny.”

Hunt tat xe vao 1& duong, Céc banh xe roi xubng khoi mit dudng 16 va thé giéi nghiéng ngira. “Ong c6 chiic khong?”

Cross khong n6i gi. Hunt ngheqthéy nhitng giong n6i vang to, ho hét, rdi Cross ciiing ho hét. “Phong vién khong duoc vao, khong c6 phong vién! Tong co
2 kia ra. Ngay bay gio. Loico gira!l”

“Cross?”

Cross tré lai dudng day. “Ong nghe cai do chir ha?”
qr

“Ong phai dén day ngay.”

Hunt nhin xudng con duong chat hep. Hoi néng ma quy bbc 1én cao va dng thiy mdt chiéc xe tai te tua toi t r& banh én con dudng nhira. Duong nhw nd
dung nguyén khong nhiic nhich, phan dudi xe tan bién vao trong lan hoi nurde 16 mo hung linh.

“ThAm tr Hunt...”
B4 ctia Johnny.

“ThAm ta?”
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“Phong toa khu wire,” Hunt noi. “T6i dang trén duong dén.”

Hunt cho xe lin banh tr6 lai trén duong, Nhitng gi 6ng dugc bao céo khong im sao hiéu ndi. Ong Spencer Merrimon da chét.
Chong ctia ba Katherine.

Chét.

Hunt chép nnt dumanhnanglmt troi. Khong chuyén nao mang y nghiia gi ca, nhung sau do, bét thinh finh, n6 lai tré nén c6 1. Hunt hiéu, va camthay
su thurong tiéc dang lén trong c6 hong, dau budn va chic chan. Ong lic dau, trong khi dang sau lung ong, mit duong nhyra mo dan, trd thanh khbi mi
swong méu bac sang, chiéc xe tai & mdt khoang xa duong nhur ndi bong bénh.
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Chuwong 52: Chuwong 51

Freemantle van ni chuyén, 4m giong it cao 4t cé tiéng gié An tiéng dong co. Van nhimg chir gidng nhau. Trdr di trd lai. “Ga nay Bm t6 lanh gio.” Jack
vin radio to hon va bét dau bAm it trén radio. Mi dai hin do bét dwoc déu i nhac phic 4m hodic rao giang gido 1y lién tuc. Han van nit do dai, im
nhim noi trong tiéng tho; va Johnny nghe hén no6i, « .. Imdi, imdi..” Hén n6in6 dién khing, va n6 gdy so hai Hin lan thin voinat do dai cho dén khi
hén viin hét tir dau ny sang dén dau bén kia cia day tan 6. “O tit tan ngoai ndy khong thé tim mot dai ndo dé nghe.” Hin tit radio, nglra ngudi ra dang
sau, va Johnny bé l4i vao con duong mon dan ra ngoai. Ho theo con dudng mon cho dén khi nd dan ra duong cai. Jack md canh cong, i sau do dong
lai dng sau. Han dé mit t6i gi Freemantle, nhung gi khong 16 cudi ciing ciing nim bat dong va yén king, nhitng ngén tay co lai. “Ga lai théng mdt lan
nira.”

Johnny nhin trd ra sau mot in, sau d6 gai sb xe tai. Xe ho kin banh trén dudng nhyra den lang, mdt con duong ngodn ngoéo véi doc nhat mdt Bin vach
mau vang ¢l mon tro ra 16p nhwra duong den & dudi. Trurde mat, mot chiéc xe dau & ven lé duong. N6 hau nhur mat hitt trong cai ndng ham hap, nhung
Johnny thay n6 leo chom Ién duong nhura, bé cua chit U ngang con dudng va lao di. “Cau c6 nudn t6 tha cau xudng chd nao khong?”

Jack nhin nhur mudn thé, do vy Johnny co ging Jamngo khudn mt thing ban cdu dang co g, cai kleu tay phai ctia hdn g6 nhip thit manh phia bén
trong cénh ctra. Jack run sg. Néu héin mudn chudn vé, hén nén chudn; nhung cudi cling khi Jack Ién tiéng, né chi i mbt cai nhin vai. “Con sémma,” hin
noL

Va chi c6 thé.

Jack choi luon.

Hai anh nhéc trén duong tré vé thi xa, ra khdi noi trong véing, di qué nhimg biét thy ¢l va sn gdn, rdi r& huéng tdy dén doan dwong kéo dai ving vé dp
sat sau hrng nha Johnny. Johnny tim thay ng 1€ hep trong hang thong dai va cho xe di vao con duong dat. Jack mo canh cira khac, dong nd, va ho lixe
vao nong trai thuoe a bo hoang. Ho di qua nhirng hang cay mong va 1€ vé hudng trai khi con duong phan nhanh. N6 tut doc hup xubng mdt lan, r6i tréo
1én va 1& v hudng phai, dén noi ma nha kho thudc 14 xay dung trong mdt bui rdm. Johnny di vong theo duong cua va dung xe tai.

Mot con qua don doc dau trén dinh ndc nha. N6 ngoac mo6 va thémba con qua nita ha canh xubng sat bén. Johnny cam nhan dugc Jack dang cang
thang bén canh cau, thiy nhitng ngdn tay ciia héin so 40 so' mi ngay noi cdy thanh gia bac nam sat da thit. “B6t cang théng mdt chut di.”” Jack chém tdi va

trd niit nhin qua kinh truée xe tai. Con qua thir ndm dép canh ¢ trén noc. “Pong rudng ngoai ny c6 nhiéu hat ké dai,” Johnny néi. “Ciing ¢6 ca dau
xanh. Rt nhiéu dau. N6 ciing ching mang y nghia gi.”

“Céu c bao gid thiy ching nhu thé nay trude day khong? Kia kia? Tt ca van nhu vay 4?”

Johnny quan sat dam qua. C4u chua timg thiy qua ¢ nha kho trude day, khong nhur thé nay. Ching qua yén king, tit ca ching, nhitng d6i nit nhur cam
thach nhin chét di vao chi€c xe tai, Iong bong murgt nhu kinh den. “Chuing chi 1a loai chim,” cau néi, va md ctra xe. Cau nhat mdt hon da 1n va ném huét
1én néc nha. N6 khua loang choang vai chuc phan. Pam qua tho 16 nyit nhin thém vai gidy, va khi cau cii xuong wmom hon d4 khac, ching boc canh thanh
mot bay va ha canh xudng ¢ nhitng rang cdy that xa. “Thay khong?”’

Jack tréo ra khoi xe. Ho ha bimg sau xe xudng va khéu Freemantle dii dé 101 g xudng xe va vio trong nha kho. Phai mit mot e lau, nhung ho gitp
duoc gd nam dudi chan dudi tay trén nén nha. “Ga boc mii t& hon,” Jack noi.

“Con st van leo thang”
“Bay gio lam gi?”’

Ho dimg ¢ bén ngoai, gi6 quét manh nhimg canh cdy nghiéng nga, rmat d4t tro than den thui noi dong lra d6t hai dém trude ddy. Johmny tro. “Can nha &
qué tang da 16m, gitta nhimg ring cdy. Nhay qua con sudi va cu s& thiy.”
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Giong n6i ctia Freemantle phét ra tir bén trong nha kho. “Nhay qua con subi va cau s& thy...”
Hai c4u con trai chd nhung Freemantle khong néi gi khac. Ga nidm bét dong trong bong t6i am dam ctia nha kho. “Cau s& néi chuyén véi me cau chir?”

Johnny nhin vao trong vé hurdng Freemantle. “Té khong thé nghf bat cir chuyén gi khac dé hm Me t6 co thé n6i chuyén véi tham tir Hunt, Té khong
biét. Néu ba ta khong ¢6 & d6, 16 s& mang thém murde sach va thire an. Thude men nira. T& chi cn mot phit. Mot phut khi gi n6i chuyén véi té.”

“Céi d6 d4u c6 trong ké hoach, Johnny.”

Céu nhin vai. “Néu t& khong thé am diéu gi kha di sém, ching ta s& goi xe ciru thwong, com, hodc bat cir thir gi.”
Jack dui miii mot chiéc gidy vao long dat Am. “Néu gi thiét mang thi sao? Cai ndy to chuyén, trdi oi.”

Johnny nhin vao bén trong xam xit, khdng ndi gi.

“Con t6 thi sa0?”” Jack noi. “Bay gio t& phai lam gi?”

“Ai d6 can phai ¢ day.”

“Té mubn di voi cau.”

“Khong.”

“Ga dang ndo chang ngii mé, Johnny. Néu cau gip réc rdi thi sao? Ngoai kia khong co ai dé gitp cau dau.”

Jack n6i ¢4 Iy, nhung Johnny biét, s that, réing thing ban ctia ciu dang so hii. Cau 16i cay sing ra khoi xe tai, gio ra, va Jack Hy cdy stng, “Chi cin &
xa khoi tam voi ctia gd,” Johnny noi.

Jack nhin vao trong nha kho va nudt xudng tht kh6 khéin. “Cau ng t6,” héin noi. “Té mubn ciu nho diéu d6.” Nhung Johnny da bt dau budc di. Jack
nhin ciu lan vao trong tang ciy va bién mat, sau d6 hin quay vao nha kho va bude vao bén trong. Hai phut sau d6, mdt con qua don ddc ha canh xudng
ndc nha.

RO thém mdt con khac.
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Chuwong 53: Chuwong 52

Hunt len 19i qua hang rdo nhom phong vién ma khong dé xéy ra chuyén gi nghiém trong déng tiéc. C6 mdt diéu gi 6 trén nét mit dng ta. C6 thé bire
tuong xanh dong phuc canh sat lim gia tang thém sy chii y khi 6ng a0 o bude qua. Mot phong vién da vurot qua hang rao ngan chan, va d6 la chuyén
bat chap quy luat. Thém mot Ian nita, va ai d6 s€ bi dudi. Khong can héi. Hunt s€ chinh tay lam viéc nay.

Anh néing nit trd yéu 6t cham it dét trong khu rimg, it dat vin mém xdp va 4m thdp. Khong khi wét dm suong dém Hunt réo bude xubng trién
dbc.

Dung lai & r}E’p dﬁn} lﬁy, ong co thé camnhan duoc su ld].'flc biét trong khong khi. Kham pha mdt nan nhan lon tubi B chuyén khong luong trude, va
khong ai bict phai d6i ph6 nhur theé nao. Tim duoc thi hai b ctia Johnny ning moi chuyén Ién mot mot mirc do cao hon.

Moi nguoi dang bit tay vio cong viéc.

Hunt thiy hai bac si khim nghiém tir viin phong Chapel Hill tim tum trén mdt ngdi m) vira moi khai quét ¢ khoang gitta long chao. D6 s€ la thi hai ké
tiép. Ong bo lo ho. Phia bén phai, mdt nhdm nguoi cang thang dimg bén canh mdt cai ban dai hai mét nghiéng mét xiu theo do doc ctia dia hinh. Cross.
Cénh sat truong. Trenton Moore, bac si kham nghiém tir thi quan hat Raven. Ca ba nguoi nhin vé hudng Hunt, cho doi. Cai tii dung xac dat dudi dat
duong nhu dai hon nhitg thi khac.

Kich c& nguroi 1on.

Hunt bude b dén, dung lai cach cai thi gan hai mét, va ngdi chdm hdm xuong Ong nh¢ 6ng Spencer Merrimon, phong thdi 6ng climg cap bao boc ba
v, cung cch ng tir dn nén cam giéc 61 161 va im ngo nhur thé né khong he giét dan giét mdn Ong tir trong ra ngoai. Duong nhu Ong ta lic ndo cling

c6 mot ban tay dat trén doi vai ctia anh con trai, mjt 1oi cam on khong kén trong voi canh dan ng dang tan tuy ing suc dé gitp mang con gi ong trd vé&
doan tu véi gia dinh. Hunt than phuc ngudi dan ng Ay, c6 thé 1 ngudng md ong ta. “Ong ta ddy ha?”
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Moi con miét quay nhin cai tii. “Chiing t6i nghi viy.”

“Lamsao quy vi c6 thé xéc dinh?”

“Qua bén ndy di,” canh sat truong noi.

Hunt dirmg 1én va moi nguoi tap trung vao chiée ban ngoai troi. N6 lambémg kim loai d4nh gidy nham bong, gin ban I & giira. Trang thiét bi gom timg
ddng trén ban: may laptop, t0i dyng mdy anh va chin chéng, vai cuon sO tay, mot hop ging tay latex. Vai thir dung trong tli nhyra tang vét. Canh sat
truong tro vao cai bop Jam lem. “Cai ndy tim thdy trong ti quin ctia 6ng ta. N6 lam tir soi nylon c6 day kéo Velero bit kin. N6 gitip gitr nhiing thir bén
trong khong bi am uét.” Bén canh cai bop, nhimg thir trong bop duge bay ra ban, mo1 thir nm trong mdi tiii dung tang vat. Bang 1ai xe. Thé tin dung
Vi to hoa don bi im ban, vai to bién nhén. Mot thé nhin hang tiém giat ti. Vai to gidy, timg duoc gap lai, biy gio md bung, Hunt nhin thiy anh ctia
Katherine va hai nhéc. N6 ciing bi lem lam, nhung khudn miét c6 thé nhan ra dugc. Johnny nhin e then, nhung Katherine rang rd. Alyssa cling vdy. “Chia
o1,” Hunt ndi.

“Ching ta s& dé bac sikhdm nghiém déi chimg hd so ring ham dé xac nhan, nhung toi khong thiy bét ctr Iy do ndo dé nghi ngd thi thé nay I 6ng ta.”
“Bac si?” Hunt nhin Trenton Moore.

“Thi thé 1 dan ong, tudi tac tuwrong ximg,”

Hunt nhin ra phia ngoai chd nhing 4 c& danh d4u con lai, nhitng nguoi dan 6ng dang khom nguoi trén mdt thi hai dugce dao n diroc mdt nira clia mt ai
d6 chura bict tén. Bén gio phit ndy rat c6 thé mot trong nhitng thi hai do 1 Alyssa Merrimon. Ong quay tr6 lai chicc ban va xem xét nhimg mon ky ra tir
chiéc vi. Ong nhin qua nhimg bién nhén - khong mang y nghia g - sau do la hai to gidy da ghp di gap lai nhiéu lin dén n01 cai gdy gap mon réch. To dau
tién I hinh v& ctia mt dira tré, v& hinh anh mdt ngudi dan dng cdm tay mdt dira tré. “Con yéu bd ctia con,” i chit viét tay ngurong nghiu. Goc dudi cling
¢ chit, “Alyssa, sau tudi.”

Hunt gié qua to thir hai.

“Nhitng dia chi,” Cross néi. “Ching toi s& kiém tra chiing khi chung t6i tré v& vin phong”

Hunt thiy chin dia chi. Chir viét tay xau, nhung doc dugc. Ching khong c6 ten, khong co sb dién thoai. Chi | nhitng dia chi. Nhung Hunt cam thiy
ludng dién lanh sau gy noi voi ong rang ng da phan doan ding vé nguoi dan 6ng Spencer Merrimon, viée tai sao thi thé ong ta lai & day va tai sao ong
ta bi thiét mang, néu khong biét duoc chinh xac bang cach nao. Hunt biét nhitng dia chi d6. Ong biét ca nhitng cai tén lién quan dén nhing dia chi d6.
Nhirng ké c6 tién an tinh duc trinh dién.

Nhirng thanh phin bt hao.

Cross hudng vé céi tti dung xac. Ong ta chua cao rdu, doi mdi tré xudng, “Toi nghil g Merrimon niy bo nha di hoang.”

“Khong.” Hunt dat & gidy trén ban.

“T6i nghii ba vo 6 t6i cho 6ng ta qua nghiém khéc, ong ta bo thanh phd di luon.”

Hunt nhin m0t 1an nita ra phia canh dong ctia nhimg ndm md ndng can. Ong nhc hinh v& ciia dira tré 1én. Bit chi sap mau do. Trai tim treo lo kmg gitta
khong gian. “Khdng,” 6ng n6i mot lan nira.

“Nguoi dan 6ng ndy da gd nham cira.” Mot sur yén king tuyét hao, tim Hunt tran ngdp niém tran trong, “Ngudi dan ong ndy thiét mang vi tim kiém con
gaiclia ongta.”
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Chuwong 54: Chuong 53

Johnny bude vao trong canh rimg va bét thinh inh cam thiy can kit sirc hrc. Sur thay doi chi xay ra trong vai gidy. Cau dang tur tin va tap trung, rdi sau
khi Jack va c4i nha kho md dan ding sau lung, ciu cam thay d6i va mét moi, mét phuong hudng mot céch la ling. Cau bude bo trén con dudng mon
dan vio nhimg noi khong ngd, n6 nhur dbc thing dumg Ién & cai n0i I€ ra phai bang phing, by ding la con dudng mon, nhung nhin khong phai. Johnny
cam thiy néng, 1di lanh. Nhitng nhanh cdy dam cao va dong sudi chay siét. Cau thut chén hai lin xubng bimn sinh, sau d6 dimg chén & bo nude. Cau
nhiing tay vao va giit n6, udt dam, trén khuon mt.
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Céu cam thiy khoé khoan hon khi dimg day.

Can nha thap thoang véi méu son do ban xa xa ngoai ring cAy.

Thémtfr‘Hunt di duge mot nira duong leo 1én déc thi dién thoai reo. Piu day bén kia Ia canh sat j"aylor. C06 bao cao voi dng yé Ken Holloway: cdy dan
duong cam ctia gd ta bi dap v, ¢ nguoi ¢ nha gi bi hanh ha thé xac. “Cé phai cay dan duong cam dé bi anh chang Johnny cam cuc gach choi vao
khong?”

“Piing roi.”

“Vay a bay gid nd hong hoan toan.”

Hunt thé kho khin, khong khi don nén va 4m udt, hai budng phdi thit chit. “C6 ngudi lim sao 16i? C6 ta thwong tich ¢6 ning im khong?”

“Khong,” Taylor ndi. “Chuyén ky cuc m Ong nén xem noi nay.”

“Té Em sao?”

“Ga nay dién hét biét rdi. Bia nrou va bach phién, nhin nhu vay. Ga goi ¢6 gitp viée 1 Katherine.”

“Va?”

“D6 khong phai 1 tén cvia ¢d ta.”

“O, vay thi chét roi.”

“Chinh xac nhu vay.”

“Truy t5 thém toi hanh hung va tung tin ra ngoai bao chi, cang som cang tot. Hay tim ga trudc khi gi gy thuong tich cho ai khac. Va gitip t0i lam mot
chuyén nita, g(_)i dién cho ba Katherine Merrimon va ndi véi ba ta roi ngay ra khdi nha. N6i vi ba ta 1ai xe dén nha canh sat. Toi s€ gap ba ta & day. Noi
Vi ba ta t61 can ndi chuyén véi ba. Noi vdi ba ta rang chuyén nay quan trong,”

“Vandé a ¢ chd....”

“Chuyén gi?”

“Toi da thi ro1.”

Hunt cam thiy no dang can keé.

“Khodng c6 tiéng tra 161 & nha ba dy.”

Johnny budc ra khoi canh rimg va dam Ién miéng ton kém cli k§ ném trong san sau nha. Miéng kim loai dudi chan cau bi nung ndng, qua nong dén mirc
cau c6 thé cam nhén duoc stre nong xuyén qua dé nhyra cua doi gidy. Cau bude ra khoi d6 va manh kim loai vang kn tiéng dong ciim cup bung nguoc
tr6 lai. Tién dén gan sén sau nha, cau kiém tra nhimg cira s0. Phong ctia cau tréng rong, clra so khoa. Phong me cdu trong ty. Trong bong t6i, chlec
giwong I mot ddng chang chit ga ném. Cau thiy hanh lang qua cira phong me, dén md, van dp tuong v& bé. Cau hup ngudi quanh quén & goc, tién ra
phia ding trudc.

Chiéc xe Escalade ctia gi Ken dau ¢ trong san nhi. Khong phai ¢ trén dudng din vio nha, mi trong san. Cau phong qua nhimg hang cay gai bui va liéc
qua cai cay don doc trong san. D& xe phia trurde bi gap lai, sdu muroi phan nude son bi tudt 1ot & mdt bén xe. Cira xe phia bén tai x€ md tung; banh xe
bén phai cham vao bac thém dudi cling ctia hng hién. Johnny cham tay vao nap capd. Van con nong.

Nha déng cira im im, nhung cau nghe 13 mdn mdt: mt tiéng thét.

Meg cua cau.

Johnny budce hai bude mot.

skksk

Jack giit canh tay bi tat trén nong stng, tay lanh kin 6m chét bang stng. Hén trong chimng Freermantle, gi ndm sdng xoai trén san nha, ctr dong trong gidc
ngu, ndi ldm nhdm trong hoi thé khi ngure gi phip phong, Han 1a mdt khoi thit den ngdm trong khdng khi néng bire, ngdt ngat. Mot ké giet ngudi, so hai
dan qua.

Mbt gi dién khting, n6i chuyén trong gidc ngu.

Chtia mdi biét.



Ngay ca trong gidc ngi, gi cling khong ngimg néi lim nham

Jack ép sat thép sing dm vao gd mé. Johnny dang & dau? Tai sao cau ta chua tr6 lai?

C6 Chiia moi biét.

Hin khong ngimg n6i nhur vy.

Tay Johnny tim niim van cira va canh cira bi giat m& bung vao bén trong. Lurc kéo that bat ngd va manh bao. N6 16i Johnny qua ngudng cira va vao bén
trong nha. Cau thdy me nm dudi san nha, hai tay bi troi nguoc ra sau lung. Ba goi tén con trai, doan, gi Holloway ndm ly co ciia c4u. Tay gi to I6n,
ngén tay ctmg day. Johnny khong thé ndi. Cau khdng néi duge.

Holloway da canh ctra dong sap, 10 vira 101 Johnny ngang can phong, g3 vira giat cho man cira dong ap lai. Johnny kéo co tAt ca cac ngon tay. Mt cau
dé bung, ap suat gia tang trong doi Imt Me c4u goi tén con lan nira. Holloway nhic bong c4u lén khoi san nha va Johnny thiy duoc sur cam ghét. “Tao

bt duoc miy rdi, cai db nhdi ra

Ban tay to Ion co ra phia dang sau, rOi bat manh dén phia trude, va thé gioi ctia Johnny t6i sim. Khi méit niii sang trd lai, gi Holloway tha cau xudng,
Cau lin nguoi nam sap, thdy mot manh tham trai san, d6i gidy danh xi bong lodng hoan hao ctia g Holloway.

Me céu lai thét 1én lan nita.
Levi dimg & mép song. Me g vira moi dugce chon cét, cét bui trén ndmmd ctia ba van con virong dudi mong tay ciia i, va trong nhitng lan chai sam,

sau hoam cat ngang doc trong long ban tay Ngu’o‘i ga uot dimrnf) hoi, nong bu‘ng vi dao boi va thuo‘ng tiéc, nong bimg vi vét bong ndm dudi 16p gac

~ FTTA N

Creola Freemantle, tm bia khiic nhur vay.
Thuong B¢ Biét Vé Pep Linh Hon ciia Ba.

Levi xem xét dat cat dinh trén tay gi. N 1a dat cét ctia Chiia, den ngom va méu md. Dat ciia Rimg Vinh hing. Pit gia dinh. Ga xoa nhiing ngon tay vao
véi nhau, 101 budc xuong dong nurde. Nude dang [én mat lanh hai dau goi, r6i dén nguc cla gi.

“Chuia biét,” g noi.

Va dong nurde nang bong gi Ién.

Levi ngdi bat day trong nha kho. Cay stng chia ngang tAm Vo1 mit ga, anh con trai dang sau cdy stng s hai. Nhin hén rt quen, nhung miét Levi khong
con nhin thdy 15. Thé gioi o mo, chao dao. Ga thay lan da tring va toc tai hoang dai. Cap miét thit kinh. Levi khong biét gi dang & dau, nhung g3 linh

camsu thay d6i nhur thé g biét né dang xay dén. Ga cam dwoc khong khi chong chit & trén nguoi g4, ci mat lanh cua n6 dé ap xuong. R&i giong ndi
bom phong gi 1én. Mot chuyén chét, n6 néi; va ham ring ctia Levi 1oe sang trong méau tring Iy mo.

(A dung day, va sy dau don tré thanh chuyén xa voi 6 noi chdn nao do.
Su dau dén chi con 1a ky trc.

Jack chéng manh chan xudng nén nha, dy nguoi da vao tuong, Doi nit ciia gi dan dng chira dyng mot thir anh sang dién dai, va Jack chi con ¢6 thé
nghi dén hai mang ngurdi da thiét mang dudi tay cia gi. Mau, nhu son, Johnny da néi nhur vay.

Nhur nurde son vang vai.

Jack chiia cdy stng thing vé phia truréc va né rung lén ban bat. Han khong tai ndo giit dugc binh tish. Han lim bim cAu nguyén: Xin cho con khong phéi
giét g ta, xin cho con khong phai gict gi ta...
Nhung Freemantle khong hé c6 hanh dong xam hai dén han “Piqua tang da Ion, gilta nhitng hang cy.” Nhiing chir do dén chdm i va kho nhoc.

“Phong qua con sudi va ciu s thiy.” Ga trd d6i méit do ngiu, rdi ca nhic budc ra ngoai. Ga dwa vao canh cira, ndi mdt diéu cubi cing gi d6 voi Jack,
10i canh cira trong rng,

Mot e sau, Jack van khong tai ndo ctr dong, qué kinh dong va so hiii dé c6 thé nghi ngoi 1p lang, Khi héin hoan hdn va budc ra bén ngoai, hén thiy
Freemantle dang dimg ngay ¢ bia rimg. So hdi va dimg v6i dang diéu co gip, gi khong di gidly, khong mic 4o, nhiing bip thit trén ngwoi vin veo va
rung chuyén du6i ln da xoc dua VOI mau me va cau ban. Mot tay ctia gi sung tdy sip sira hur théi va mot khic cdy 1om chom dai khoang murdi im
phan den ngdm tho ra tir miéng vét throng & bén hong. Nhung g Freemantle duong nhur ing quén. Ga xoay hung lai, dAu g3 nghiéng nghiéng, con mét
con tot nhurdng 1én va trd nhin. Jack nhin theo anh miét ctia gi va cam gidc canh cira md ra dén mdt noi lanh 180 trong 1ong ngure ctia hén.

Mat troi ruc Iia treo cao trén bau troi trong xanh khong van duc.

Trén noc nha bu den kin ca bay qua.

Bén tai Johnny vin vang vong giong ctia me khi c4i ddy da lién tiép quit vao nguoi. Cau camnhan duoc chan gi Holloway d4 vao tAm lung bé bong, roi



vao canh tay minh. Johnny co nguoi tron nhur tréi banh, ¢6 ging bao vé mang séng, nhung gi Holloway tiép tuc tung cudc, va trong khi gi ddm d4, mdm
g4 lién tyc ndi: “Khong ai duge phép choc gidin Ken Holloway!”

Ga ndm toc Johnny.
“Pumg c6 di daw.”

Ga x6 Johnny xubng san nhé va bién mit vo trong hanh lang, di vao phong ciia Johnny. C6 tiéng cao quet, mdt cai gi d6 ning né; va khi gi quay tré lai
gA cam trén tay céi ong chi ma Johnny cat giau dudi girdng ngu.

“May nghi tao khong biét gi vé& chuyén ndy sao? Péy | nha ctia tao.” Ga danh Johnny Jan nita, cai dng chi d4nh vao phén thit mém trén dui cau. “Nha
'”

ctia tao,” g noi. “Khong ai duoc choc gidn tao trong nha ctia tao!

Ga Ken dung thang ngudi én va Johnny quan st ga. Ga buoc ngang phong, cam cudn bang keo bac dé trén ban va xé mot khiic dai khoang hai muroi
lam phan Ga ndm toc 161 dau me Johnny, va ba cua quay vy ving khi g dan khic bang keo len mdm ba. “Péng 1§ chuyén nay phai lim tir hoi tuan
trure,” gi ndi, 101 bo miic ba. Cai guong dat nam trén tivi. G3 cam to gidy bac cudn tron nhu dng hit 1én, bit mdt bén miii va hit vao hai hang bach phién
trén cai gwong. Khi quay trd lai, mét gi mo thao 1o va den ngdom

“Thang bd miy bay gior & dau?”

Holloway budc ngang phong, cam cai dng 1én, va Johnny thinh finh d4 vao dng quyén ciia g, rdi da tiép vao xuong banh che.

Me cau ddp bd nguoi xubng khi gi nhic cai dng lén.

Johnny hét toang Ién.

Va sau d6 cénh ctra true nha viing tung ra. N6 dap bat ngwoc tro lai, choi voi trong bén K, va g Levi Freemantle dimg chéin trong khung cira. Doi mt
vang day tia mau do, hoi tho ning nhoc, hai bo vai ctia g3 qua rong cham vao khung g6 hai bén ctra. Ga nhin cai ong chi gio' n cao, rdi bude qua chan
ctra. Ga Holloway thu ngur¢i dudi bong cua Levi, 1 ra dang sau, doi gidy hoan hao ctia gi cham vao xwrong suron ctia Johnny.

Freemantle di chuyén vio trong phong va miii co thé ciia gi ngdp tran trong khong khi. Budc chan cua gi khong chap choang, khong ngan ngai. “Nhirng
dira tré nho i qua ting,” g3 ndi, va gi Holloway quat manh céi ong chi vao ngudi gi khdng 16 dang tién din dén ga. Nhung cho dii twéng t4 g3 Ken cao
1on dén may, gi chi ki mot thing nhoc ti ddi véi Freemantle.

Nhu mdt dira nhoc ti.

Freemantle chup ldy c4i 6ng bang mot tay, xoay vin giat nd vang ra, va tir bén hong quét ngrrge mdt phét, vung cai ong chi ning gan bbn kilogram vao
¢b hong gii Holloway. Ga Holloway loang choang, 16i quy, guc xubng trude mit Johnny. Hai tay g3 dua Ién 6m lay cb hong, va khi gi ngd guc, mét cia
hai ngudi chi cach nhau vai phan. Johnny nhin gi dang c6 gang rit vao hoi tho, va biét cam gidc ciia i lic Ay thé ndo. Céu thiy y y thirc déng cao, s chic
chan, va theo sau la 1di kinh hai. Ga Holloway cao cau cai ¢6 bi thuong. Got chin g3 gidy danh dach dap vao tuong, nén nha, i khong con cira quiy.
Anh sang cudi ciing da bi thi tit khoi doi mit g, va thay vao d6, ddy 1én bong tdi, anh sang lung linh, sw phan chiéu ciia d6i canh.
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Chuwong 55: Chuwong 54

Hunt thiing xe, queo gap vé phia tay phéi va cam nhin dugc dudi xe 1t manh trén dudng, Chiée xe ning né, van lao nhur tén ban. N6 truot banh trén
duong da soi, roi chom Iong 16n qua déo dat bui 16i 1m. Hunt quan sat chiéc xe Escalade voi mé dé trude méo mo, cira trude md bung, Ong tdng can
s0 tra vé d4u va lao minh phong ra khoi xe vao san nha, stng it ra khoi bao da va Ién dan. Cach canh cira ba mét, mt ludng gié ndng cham vio da niit
ctia ong. Nhimng chiéc béng chon von qua lai dudi mt d?it.

Ong dap tung canh ctra va thay ba Katherine bi tr6i ndim dudi san nha. Bing keo bac dan trén mom b, va ba dang vat va hit hoi thé qua miii. Johnny
ndm dudi nén dat, ban thiu, tring béch. Cau ta ciing bi chay miu, bamdép, va c4i nhin trén khu6n nit hoan toan kinh héi. G& Holloway chi con la mot
d6ng xarong bén canh cau, hoac 1 da chét hodc ciiing gan nhu vay. Ga Freemantle dimg ngay bén trén ho, c4i dng kim loai dai bay muoi phén kim le trén
tay gi. Ngudi ngom ta toi, miu me be bét va hung ton, gi nhin gidng mot ké cling dudng quan ké hon 1a ké giét ngudi. Voi Hunt, khong can phai tinh
toan nhiéu, bai toan don gian.

Ong chi. Tang gach.
Gidng nhau.

Nong sung huéng vé phia bén phai.
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“Dlmg ban,” Johnny 16i.

Nhung Hunt da bop co. Ong bin mdt phét dan tring vao phia bén phai & tit bén trén. N6 khong phai 1 phat sting bén ha. Hunt muén g3 ngd guc nhung
van gitt duoc tinh mang,

Phat sing lam Freemantle loang choang. N6 hét ngwoc gi ving ra phia ding sau, nhung gi van dimg, Hunt budc lai gAn hon, stng chia thing vao muyc
tiéu, nhung Freemantle khong hé ¢6 cir chi cong kich. Mot cam xiic la Iing thoang qua khudn it g, béi rdi, theo sau 1 cai gi d6 nhur vui i suong - anh
séang chan hoa, néu diéu d6 1 c6 thyre. Tay gi dua Ién, nhitng ngon tay xo¢ ra. Ga nhin ra xa tit phia ngoai Hunt, nhin vao bau trdi xanh thAm va nait troi
choéi 1oa trén cao. G2 dung du lau de thot 1én mot chit duy nhat.

“Sofia.”

R&i gi d6 quy nguoi xubng, tit thd trude khi cham xudng san gach.
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Chuwong 56: Chuwong 55

Hunt goi dién v& trinh bao, khong ¢ cach ndo giit yén king chuyén nay. Ong can cém, y té cp ciru, bac sikham nghiém tir thi. Tin lan truyén nhu chay
rl‘H}g, va canh pho'pg vién ao at di tan kh01 con duong trude hién trudng can nha cia Jarvis. Mot ga ¢ tién an tron ti bi thiét mang, va mdt gi giau c6
nhat thi xa cting s6 phan trong tu. Thi thé cua ho hién dang & trong nha ctia Johnny Merrimon.

Johnny Merrimon.

Mot Jan nira.

Hunt phéi c6 lap phong toa con duong. Ong chiém ctr mdt phan tu dam duong mdi bén nha va b tri xe tuan tiu xoay ngang & hai dau duong. Ong
ciing yéu cau dung rao chéin. Ngiy chuyén sang budi trura.

Hunt thim tra vai cu hoi can thiét, rdi sau dé chuyén giao ba Katherine va Johnny cho nhén vién cép ctru. Ho bi danh dép, ca hai nguoi. Johnny loang
choang khong diing vitng, nhung nhén vién cap ctrunghi ho & binh phyc. S& dau don mot thoi gian dai, nhung khong sao. Hunt binh tim kim héim cam
Xtc ctia minh: sy lo Fing va gii toa clia 6ng, ¢6 nhitng cam xtic manh hon mi ong chura sin sang duong dau. Ong kiém tra dé chic chén khu vire phong
toa duoc thiét 1ap an ninh, sau d6 lai trd' vao bén trong can nha.

Ga Holloway da tit tho.

Ga Freemantle d chét.

Hunt lién twéng dén Yoakum, va 6ng mudn hoi Johnny xem c6 phai Yoakum la g3 dan 6ng ma c4u timg théy 6 nha g Jarvis. Nhung 6ng khong ¢6 anh
ctia Yoakum, va anh nhoc van con trong tinh trang chin dong, do viy 6ng dé cau dugc nghi ngoi. Ong diéu phoi cac tay tho anh, chuyén vién hién
truong, va lan dau trong cude doi canh nghiép cta minh, 6ng cam thay minh hoan toan bi ap dao. Ronda Jeflied, Clinton Rhodes, David Wilson. Nhiing
dira tre vii thily dang sau can nha cua i Jarvis. Ngay ca gi Jarvis. Meechum Béy gio dén lwot Freemantle va Holloway. Qua nhicu cai chét, qua nhicu
nghi van. Khi canh sat truong dén, trudc tlen 6ng ta nhin thi thé Holloway, d6i mdi €4 ta co rut lai dudi doi mét to mo trimg trimg, roi nhin dén
Freemantle, ngay c4 Iic chét, thin x4c g3 van to 16n va khong c¢6 Irc ndo ngin can noi.

“Lai mit vund stng gy tir thwong khéc,” canh sét trurong noi.

“T6i khong bin gi ta vao chd hiém. Ga 18 ra khong thé mit mang,”

“Nhung gi chét roi.”

“Thi 6ng sa thai t6i di.””

Canh sat truong dimg bat dong mdt phit. “Thémmdt ké c6 tién an bi thiét mang”

“Nhung g Holloway thi sao?”

Canh sat truéng nhin nhimg noi sung tay trén thi thé Holloway. “Ga ta danh dép cau con trai 4?”

“Vame cauta.”
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Khudn niit Canh sat trudng 10 10 vé budn rau, thit vong, “Toi nghil ¢6 thé Yoakum noi diing.”

“Dling sao?”

“C6 I8 sy doc ac 1 phin ung thdi trong tréi tim con ngudi.”

“Khong phai lic nao cling vay,” Hunt noi. “Va khdng phdi véi ai cling vay.”

“C6 I8 6ng ding” Canh sat trudng quay mit di chd khac. “Hodc 1 khong”

Mot tiéng sau, Hunt béo tin tre lién quan déno ong b ctia Johnny. Ong 16i v6i ba Katherine trudc tién, vi ong nghino 1 viée hop K. Ba ta can phai trin
tinh tinh thin vé cai chét ctia ng chong ngd hédu gitip cau con trai doi pho tuong tir. Ba ta can co mit dé anui vo vé ciu con trai. Ong bao tin cho ba &
ngoai san, khi canh sat va nhan vién'y t& hoi ha chay xung quanh. Ba chap nhén binh than. Khong mrdc mit hay khoc gao ami Sy yén ling kéo dai nam
phit; rdi mdt ciu hoi bt ra, giong ba mong manh khién ong kho khén Eim moi nghe duroc.

“Ong 4y ¢6 deo chiéc nhan cudi trén tay khong?”

Hunt khéng hé biét. Ong goi dién cho bén kham nghiém tir thi va n6i chuyén tham thi trong khi ba Katherine trong nom c4u con trai, khi cau van dang
duoc chamsoc o phia dang sau mdt xe ctru throng, Khi Hunt lai gan, ba truc dién véi ong lan nita, nguoi ba gay xop nhu tam kinh.

“C6,” Hunt ndi, va 6ng nhin ba ctii xudng,

Khi Johnny c6 vé binh phuc, ba va Hunt dan cdu ra phia san sau nha, dén mot noi yén king xa khoi con mét nhom ngd ciia bt cir ai. Ba ngdi bén canh
con trai trén mot tham co va gitt tay con khi Hunt ndi cho Johnny biet nhitng gi ho tim dugc trong canh rirng dang sau can nha cta Jarvis.

“Lic 4y bd cau ciing dang tim kiém Alyssa,” Hunt ndi, rdi ngimg, gidy phit day y nghiia. “Ciing nhu cu.”
Johnny khong ndi gi, d6i mét to den thim va ling thinh.

“Ong 4y 1a ngudi can trudng,” Hunt ndi.

“Va ga Jarvis da tham sat 6ng dy?”

“Ching t6i nghil viy.” Hunt nhin tir me dén con. Qué gidng nhau. “Néu bét cir viée gi t6i ¢6 thé Bm..”
“Ong c6 thé cho ching t6i it phit duoc khong?” ba Katherine yéu cau.

“Di nhién,” Hunt ndi, va bo di.

Ho nhin theo bong 6ng di khuat saunha, va ba Katherine nhich lai gin con trai hon. Ji ohnny nhin vao diém trong khong trudc nit. Ba ludn tay vao mai
toc bé bét ciia con trai, va mat mot phit ciu moi nhan ra me cdu roi . Cau nghi cdu hiéu, nhung ciu da Am

“Bd con khéng bo roi ching ta,” ba thi thao.

Ba lau nuréc mit, ty nhéc lai, va sau d6 Johnny hiéu dwoc. Ong Ay khong bé roi ching ta.

MOt céi gi d6 to tat va khong ndi ra duoc 1an cin giita hai nguoi, va ho chia ¢ sir yén Iing cam thong d6 cho dén khi ¢6 nhing bude chin lao xao trong
rimg cdy va Jack bude ra khoi con duong mon. Nguoi hin day bun dat, nhur the han vira t¢ ngd xudng dong sudi. Han nhin nho tho, va con mat han déo
nhanh tir can nha dén bau troi trén cao trurde khi han nhin thay ho, ngdi yén nhur nhitng pho trong trong bong ram Han vap ng khi bude bo, roi ding lai
0 xa mot mét rudi. Johnny mo mom, nhung Jack dua tay Ién, roi xo¢ hai long ban tay ra.

“T6 biét ¢6 bé Ay & dau,” hén noi.

Khong ai dong ddy, va Jack nudt xudng vat va.

“T6 biét ¢o bé Ay & dau.”
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Hunt nghi ngd. Ong nhin chim chim xudng, nhung Jack van kién tri. “N6 1 101 n6i cudi cing ma @i Freemantle thét ra.”
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“Noéi cho t6i nghe mdt in nita.” Hunt khoanh tay. Ho van & phia déng sau san nha, khuét tim nhin gan canh rimg, Ba Katherine stmg sot. Johnny king
ting, mat cdu do bung,

“Ga dang ngi trong nha kho, sau do tinh gidc va di ra ngoai. Toi theo sau gi.”
Jack nhin Johnny, sau d6 nhanh chéng nhin di chd khéc. “Téi theo sau gi.”
“Nhung khong phai di vé& phia ngdi nha,” Hunt noi.

“Toi da qua s hai.” Jack khong noi gi vé bay qua bu kin trén noc nha kho, kién quyét va khong hé chuyén dich. Sy so hdi ctia hin vé dan qua qua on,
qua cé nhan.

Hunt Fic dau. “Ga ta c6 thé ndi vé& bat cir chuyén gi.”

Ba Katherine gitr chiit cau con trai, nhung Johnny ving vay. “Ga ta c6 tAm vai théu tén ¢6 bé khi ching t6i tim dwoc gi. N6 tir chiée 4o ¢ bé mic khi
¢0 bé bi mat tich. Tén c6 bé théu trén do.”

“Céu da ndi cho t6i biét cdu chuyén ctia cau,” Hunt n6i. “Ngay gidy phut ndy, t0i dang n6i chuyén véi cau Jack.” Ong quay qua hudéng Jack. “Gi ta c6
nhac gi dén tén tudi clia c6 bé Alyssa khong?”

“Kl’lf)l’lg_”

“N6i t6i nghe chinh xac gi n6i gl.”

Jack tham do tir Hunt dén Johnny, rdi dao nit trd lai. Hén nudt khan giong kho khan. “Giéng md Béc Crozet. D6 1a nhitng gi gi noi.”

“Chinh xc timg chit, Jack. Toi mudn nghe nhu vay.”

Jack Bip bip mot in, rdi sau ndi ranh 18. “Xéc c6 ta nim trong Giéng md Bic Crozet.”

“Va cau biét chic chin didu nay...”

“Ga noi vé& Alyssa,” Johnny ngiit 1. “Trude ddy ching t6i c6 hoi gi vé ¢o bé. D6 1 y clia gi. Chéc chin y ciia g3 a nhur vay.”

Hunt cau may. “Céu ciing n6i B gi ta nghe 1i n6i ctia Chiia vang vong trong dau gii. Cau c6 hiéu nbi khd tim ciia t6i khong.”

“Ching ta phai thi.”

Hunt biét v& Giéng md Bic Crozet. Tat ca ho déu biét. N6 I giéng mo klpan dao guéi clng cuia ving mo vang danh tiéng, hdmmo voi trit leong gidu
nhat tirmg duoc khai thac & Quéan hat Raven. Buoc dao vao nhirng ndm dau cta thé ky murdi chin boi nguoi dan 6ng goe Phap tén Jean Crozet, n6 la
giéng mo thang du’ng, khoan d4o thiing dimg xudng khoang hon hai triim mét, thing tudt trude khi chia cit ra nhitng nhanh nho chay ngang doc. N6 nim
& ving dat can cdi ctia canh rimg 6 khu vure xa tit phia bic clia quén hat. Hunt timg dlthamwengkhuvuc nay mot lan va 1h¢ 13 nhimg hang cdy cao va
nhimg thémda granite, nhiing phong chat nd xay dung trong suon ddi, va giéng mo, rét nhleu giéng mo. Trong tat ca cac gleng mo - ¢6 khoang vai chyc
- Bic Crozet a giéng mo séu nhat va ¢6 nhleu giai thoai nhét. Hoat dong lién tuc trong sudt hai thap nién, nd gy tir nan cho bon thy md va san xudt mot
san lwong 16n nhét dao Ién tir d4t thudc tiéu bang Bic Carolina. Ong Jean Crozet 1 mdt than twong ctia dia phuong, Nhiéu con dudng mang tén ong, ca
mdt nhanh thu vién.

Toan b khu vyre nay mot thoi mo rong cho cong chiing tham quan nhur i mjt di tich lich str, nhung chinh quyen tiéu bang dong cra khu vire khi nhitng

giéng mo bat dau do sup va mot chuyén vién dia chat tir Chapel Hill tuyén b6 toan b6 khu vire ¥t an toan. Gleng m6 Bac Crozet khong xa Fim so véi
noi thi thé 6ng David Wilson durc phat hién. Tir gleng m6 dén cdy ciu di nhanh mét khoang murdi hai phit. C6 thé mudi Bim. Hunt nhin n bau troi. Mat
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troi s& kain trong vong bbn gior ddng hd nira. “Trd 16i,” dng noi.

Nhung ba Katherine dat mot ban tay Ién canh tay ctia 6ng. “Lamon di.””
Hunt ngin ngi.

“Lamon”

Ong quay di chd khac, tranh cip miét tuyét vong ctia ba. Ong thiy bac si kham nghiém tir thi roi khoi cin nha, bén 101, “Cho ¢ day.” Ong chin bac si
Trenton Moore & khoang béng rAm anh sang mit troi bén hong nha. “David Wilson,” 6ng bét dau. “Ong c6 ndi ong dy a mot tay leo nii.”

Bac si Moore nheo mit, chuyén sy chi ¥ tir vu 4n mang ndy sang vu 4n mang khéc. “Moi chimg cé déu phit hop voi chuyén dy.”
“Ong ta c6 nhirg diic tinh thé hre vé thAm hiém hang dong khong? Nhitng ddu ngon tay? Bép thit?”

“Tham hiém hang dong u? Chéc chin. Nhié}l tay leo niii tham gia tham hiém hang dong. Thé gi6i khéc, thir thach khac.” Ong nhin vai. “Ké leo nti tréo
Ién trén, nguroi kham pha hang dong tudt xudng dudi. Tat ca déu Ia leo treo.”



Hunt trd lai voi dam nguoi bon chon dang dimg gAn hang cay. Ong nhin Ién bau troi, i nhin ddng hd. Ong c6 thé thiy ba Katherine dang cb gang van
nai. Johnny nhin nhur ¢6 vé sin sang lao du chay vao rimg néu Hunt n6i khong, “Chi xem xét so' qua,” dng néi. “Do 1 tht ca nhing g t6i c6 thé hira.”

“Con t61 thi sao?” Jack hoi.

“T6i da goi bd cau. Ong ta dang trén duong dén day.”

“T6i khong mudn nhin mét ong bd t6i.”

“T6i khong trach cau,” Hunt n6i. “Ong ta rat gian dit. Me c4u timg quan tri vé& chuyén ndy.”

“Ong khong hiéu dau.” Jack ¢b mot lan nita.

“To6i s& tong cau vao trong xe tudn tidu néu toi bude phai im nhur vay. T6i c6 can thiét phai lam diéu d6 khong?””
Jack chuyén tir trang thai khiép so qua 1 rii. “Khong”

“Vay thi ctr & day.”

Ong n6i nhur thé dang néi chuyén voi mot con cho.

Jack nhin ho ra di. Johnny quay du nhin lai mdt Iin va gio mdt tay Ién. Jack am twong tur, sau d6 Hunt sip xép moi ngudi ngdi ghé sau xe ciia 6ng. Hunt
nghiéng ngudi vio bén trong xe, ndi diéu gl d6, va Jack thiy Johnny va me ciu ta nim sat rap ngudi xubng, c6 18 dé tranh sy soi m6i ctia canh phong
vién. Han nhin chiéc xe 1& vé hang rao chén hudng bic r6i bién miat. Chiée xe di chuyén cham ri, 4nh néng mit trdi phén chiéu 1op son séang rurc. Jack
th‘éy hinh bong 6ng b ctia hén qua 16p kinh, sau d6 hin i ngay vao bia rimg va mit dang. Hén biét chuyén gi dang xay dén va khong di sirc dwong
dau.

Khong phai ngay by gio.
Lic dang khong tinh tao.

Johnny ng61 chung ghé sau v6i me cau. Ba giit thing lung va do dﬁn Hai ban tay tring béch. Hunt l4i xe vé huong bac va chéch mdt xiu vé& hudng tay.
Gi6 lanh thdi vao qua ngach thong gio va ong trong chimg cap mét ba Katherine khi co thé. Giéng mod sau thim thing dung dimg hon hai trdm mét, dudi
day giéng md day nude den ngdom, lanh gid. Co hdi dé c6 modt két cuc c6 hau rat mong manh.

Ong cho xe chay cham khi ho di ngang cdy cu noi David Wilson bi tham sat. Johnny nhin ra phia bén ngoai ctra s6. Con song phan chiéu bau trdi cao
xanh; b song day bin sinh va xum xué cdy co. Thémmdt ddm duong va con dudng bét dau leo doc. N6 ubn khic xa dan khoi dong song, di lén nhimg
con doi thip noi nhitng canh df)ng xa dan va cdy cbi mdi lie mot um tim thanh canh rimg gid rAm xanh thim Phéan d4t thudc quan hat nay khong c6
nhiéu thong, Trong rimg la g6 clmg moc trén dat d4 nui, trong 1ong va khong hé duoc khai pha. Khong phai 14 n6 khong dep d€ gi - n6 dep - nhung
mach nudc ngam nam sau dudi lop da granite, va nhitng giéng dao rat dat d6. Vay ma, c6 mot it nguoi sinh song ¢ ddy. Xe di qua vai can nha nam khuét
trong lim cy, modt vai cin nha tién ché, nhung chi trong chbc lat nhiig ngdi nha tré nén hiém hoi. Hunt 18 vao mdt con dudng tiéu bang hep va di qua
cay cAumdt lan xe chay béc ngang con lach nhé. Pi sau vao trong ring, bau trdi thu hep lai chi con mot dai nho hep. Gin naim gio chidu. Mt troi s& Bin
vao khoang tdm gio.

“Gén dén noi rdi,” ong noi.
Ba Katherine ghi chat cdu con trai.

Ho di qua cai bang gdy chong tro ghi dong chi: HAM MO QUAN HAT RAVEN, DI TICH LICH SU, HAI DAM. Ai d6 thoi son chit “Déng cira”
mau tring ngang phia trude tim bang. Nhing 1 dan 16 chd trén bé mit.

Con duong di ngang qua mdt ciy cau nhd, sau d6 tré thanh dudng dét. Phia bén tay phai, mot can nha tién ché cii nat duoc xAy cat bing nhimg tang
gach dudi tang cay. N6 1a nha mit gian, cti, v6i mit chléc Xe tai tan ta dd trude cira. Mot binh gas gin & phia trude cin nha. Ghé vuon dat & chd dat
phang sat bén con lach. Mot g trai tre tira nguoi vao ndp sau cia xe tai. Ga vao khoang hai muroi, khong cao ru, ngudi gy manh khanh va da sam
ndng. Mot tay gi cim lon bia; thing xe tai trong réng khong c6 gi. Johnny gio' mdt tay lén khi ho di qua va ga dan 6ng cling gio tay Ién, nheo mét nhung
thén thién. Mt nguoi phu ni tré bude ra hang hién phia dAng sau gii. Mt ba ta dit ton va ngudi to béo. Johnny dua tay Ién mot lan nita, nhung ba ta
Jam ngo va nhin chdm chim cho dén khi khiic cua ctia con durdng 161 kéo ba ta trd vao trong canh rimg,

“Mot s nguoi khong thich nguoi la,” Hunt néi. “Va mdt s ngudi ra tit tin ngoai nay sinh séng, Pumg suy nghil nhidu vé chuyén nay.”
Di duoc thém mdt dam, ho dén mot bai dau xe bo hoang. C6 dai viron kén tir nén s6i dd. C6 mdt céi bén do 1n & dudi khu wire ¢6 méi che va Johnny
budc dén gan né. “Toi biet gieng md ¢ dau,” Hunt ndi. “Con dudng mon chinh dan ching ta di thang dén d6.”

Ho bude bd khoang murdi phit, cham rdi, r6i di qua mot doc céc bang khuyén céo trude khi miit dt md rong ra. Mo giéng rong khoang bon mét chiéu
ngang, Nhu'ng duong ray hoang phe kéo dai tit vao tan trong rimg. Duong ray nho hep va 1i sét, co hoang dai moc um ttm. Ho ty tap trén mot ta-vet
myc nat van con virong mili hod chét crezot va dau tim. Johnny budc dén gin miéng giéng hon. Nhimg ving d4t da d6 sup xung quanh miéng giéng. Mt
dat day soi da va tron tudt long ko dudi chan.



“Ping.”

Cau nhin me, chdmra ngoai. Khong khi ddp vao mit lanh va 4m théip. Céau théy nhitng vun d4 tang roi xuéng su thim vao trong den t6i. “Truong con
tirng dén day tham quan,” céu noi. “Hoi d6 con ¢ day thirng, DE giit an toan cho nhitng hoc tro tir dang xa.”

Nhitng cdy cot van con do, trong vao bé bé tong; nhung day thimg thi bién dang, hogc la bi lay cép hay myc rita. Cau nhé ngay dy. Troico mdy. Mat
mé. Céc gido vién bude hoc trd ndm tay nhau va khong dira con gai nao chiu namban tay cta Jack. Johnny co thé thiy didu dy. Hoc trd chdm ngudi qua
hang rio déy thimg an toan, chd doi khi gido vién quay di chd khac, rdi ném d xudng miéng giéng,

Jack ding ¢ phia bén kia.

“Johmny.” Giong ba Katherine lo ngai. Ba thu minh, lo ing. Johnny I budc va dé tam it ciia ciu di hoang dén céi noi ma Jack timg dimg, bj tdy chay.
N6 gin bia rimg, xa khoi nhig dira hoc trd khac. Jack quay lung vé phia I hoc tro, hin nhin vao cai bang sat vuéng nho ri sét dong dinh ri-vét vao
tang d4 tro troi. Han dtmg nhin méi vao tAm bang, gid bo nhu khong khoc. Hunt bude gAn hon dén mleng giéng va Johnny bude dén tim bang. Nhitng
ky tu dong khéic vao trong kim loai. Jack dtmg lin mo nhiing chit niy bang ngon tay teo nhé ciia hén. Johnny con nhé nhitng ngén tay d6 da ty ban voi

1 sét do thé ndo.

“T6i thay nhing dinh moc sit.”” Hunt chom ngudira, va Johmy nhén biét cau ciing timg thiy ching: khoang chin mét sau & dudi, dau dinh sit van con
sang choang vi bi bua dép vao. Nhung su hi€u biét thi xa x6i, nhur &m giong cua Hunt.

Johnny nhin vio c4i bang, Cau thay nhitng méu tur khéc vao trong kim loai, ri sét, ngon tay teo rit ciia Jack, vét tdy do trén dau ngon tay. Cau cam thiy
2i6 thoi phia sau lung. Hunt dang ndi chuyén dién thoai.

“Dung Ia noi nay,” Johnny ndi, nhung khong ai nghe giong céu.

Cau nhin tAm bang va thd chinh ngén tay ctia cdu cham vao n6. Nhitng méu tir khéc trén tim bang, TAm bang danh dau giéng mo.
“Em gai o1 0 day.”

Tén ctia giéng mod duogc viét tit, va Johnny Fin mod theo timg méu tw. Khong. Croz

Déu ngén tay ctia ciu tiy do.

Khong cé mdt con qua den nao.
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Hunt goi dién yéu cau duoc yém tro vi sur né tinh va khé ndng gitt yén ling ctia ho. Chura ddy mt gioy dong hd hai nhan vién so ctru hoa dang ngoai gio
tlng su xuit hién trén 6 t6 ¢4 nhan v6i dﬁy du trang thiét bi. Bac si Trenton Moore ciling c6 mat, voi tu cach ca nhan. Hunt di bd nguoc trd lai san bai va
ding kim cong hre dé trong thing xe ¢t soi ddy cap ngin chin con duwong mon. Mot nhan vién s ciru hoa 1 chiée xe tai Dodge Ram sim méu. Anh ta
lao xe trén con dudng mon, nhitng canh ciy cao sudt 1op son bén ngoai, ri trd dau va ki xe sat canh miéng giéng mo. Nguoi thir hai li chiée xe Jeep.
Ho dang xudng ddy thimg khi bac st kham nghiém tir thi d4u xe va budc ra ngoai chiéc xe thing du hep dé khong bi canh ciy cao xudc 1op son. Hunt
nhin Katherine dé chd xem phén tmg ctia ba khi c6 mit ctia bac si kham nghiém tir thi, nhung ba ta da virot xa ngoai lo Bing. Ba nhin ngudi lish ctru hoa
to 1on gai g4 nai nit an toan va budng thong cudn déy thirmg I6n qua miéng giéng mod. RHi ba ngdi xubng canh ciu con trai.

Hunt dmg chung v6i hai nhan vién s& ctru hoa ngay miéng giéng, Ho 1 nhitng trang nién khoé manh; nhung nh mt troi nhanh chong tit dan. “Xudng
dudi va Ién ngay,” Hunt n6i. “Chiing ta khong biet 1o chuyén gi & day, cho nén dirng ¢6 16 dai lam anh hing.”

Ngudi linh ctru hoa cao tudi hon trac khoang ba muroi. Anh ta gii chdt moc sau cling vao ddy nit an toan. Anh deo ngon dén chiéu trén dAu va mang theo
ngon dén thir hai cai mdc vao trong day nit. Nhitng s¢i day thirng ctia ho neo budc vao phia dang sau xe Dodge. Anh ta du ghi ngurdi chit vao ca hai sgi
day kiém tra d6 an toan. “Ciing nhur di dao bg trong cong vién thoi, Tham tir.”

“Giéng sau hai tram muroi lim mét day.”

“Toi biét roL.”

“Dudi day giéng ngap mude.”

Anh linh ctru hoa gat dau. “Mot cude dao bd thdi ma.”
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Hunt i bude, va sau d6 ho vuot qua miéng giéng, tut sau xuong long giéng mod. Ho goi tén ]annhau khi tut xubng, nhing 4m thanh nho dan nhr goi ¥, 10
nnt han. Hunt chdmra va theo doi nhitng ngon dén roi xudng xa dan. Ching chiéu sang long giéng mo bang nhing lin chiéu roi nho hep thét lai trong khi

giéng md nudt chimg Ay ho.

Hunt nhin Johnny. Cau Fc hr. Di miit cau do dan va me cau dang ngdi khéc siii sut. Cau nhin ho tut day thimg xubng ddy giéng. Ciing khong mét bao
nhiéu Jau.

May lién lac ctia Hunt kéu ré ré. Ong vin 4m thanh nho xudng va quay lung trd lai. “Lén tiéng di”
“Ching t61 phat hién dugc céi gi d6 ¢ dudi day.”
Tiéng n6i d6 14 ctia ngudi linh ctru hoa 6n tudi. Hunt nhin ba Katherine mdt lan. “Hay n6i cho t6i biét.”

A9

“Trong gidng nhur mot thi thé

Johnny nhin dam miy khi tham tir Hunt dimg phia trén ho trong khong khi am dam quy tu va néi vé nhitng gi nhitng ngudi linh ctru hoa phat hién duoc.
bammay c6 mau vang cam ¢ dudi ddy va mang hinh dang nhu mdt chiéc tau ngdm Mau cam chuyén doi qua mau d6. Gi6 161 dam may thanh mot cai gi
d6 khong hinh dang va phang do.

“Jomlyf?”

Do 1a Hunt, nhung Johnny khong tai nao nhin duoc vao 6ng ta. Cau lic dau, va ong tiép tuc ndi thém. Johnny nhin d4m méy chuyén minh. C4u nghe
chuyén gi d6 ve cai giéng bi it syp do ba muroi by mét & dudi, vé diém nghén ¢b chai va da cheén. Cai gieng trong tinh trang khong an toan. Cau hiéu
dén d6. Pau cau chuyén dich khi Hunt ndi vé mdt thi thé bi nghén chet & trén vi tri ¢ chai. Nguoi ta ban chuyén truc vét thi thé én.

Nhung n6 ¢6 thé khong phai i Alyssa. Khong thé ndo nhur vy, khong nhu chuyén da xay ra voi b ciu. D6 khong phéi la két cuc clia mdt doi ngudi
RO61 Hunt n6i, “Chiiing t6i chura thé xac dinh durge danh tnh cuia nan nhan.”

Diéu ndy t6t. N6 mang lai mdt chit hy vong

Nhung Johnny biét.
Va e ctia cau cling hiéu nhu vay.

Céu thoi nhin dam mAy va ba me bop chit tay cu. Johnny dimg do. Cau nhin soi ddy thimg, va sirc ning treo trén n6 nhur thé ndo tir mdt noi sau tham
dudi long dat. Trén xe tai ki cai may tryc kéo ddy, n xoay cudn chim ri véi tiéng dong nho ctia dong co dién. Hunt ¢b ging thuyét phuc ho ngdi cho
trong xe cua ong, dé ai d6 chd ho vé nha. Tay 6ng 4m néng la thudng trén canh tay ctia Johnny; nhung Johnny tir chéi khong cét bude. Cau nghe tiéng
nghlen chdmrai ctia banh nhong rmy kéo déy; va am giong ctia Hunt nghe cling giéng nhur vy, amr. Me cta Johnny chic ciing nghe thiy thé, boi vi ca
hai déu c6 mit & d6 khi chuyén dién tién.

Ca hai

Cuing voi nhau.

Thi thé dwoc truc 1én khi duong vién cudi cling ctia mit trdi vira khuat dang dudi tang cdy cao nhat. N6 I cai tii nhua den nhin giong nhu chira xAc ctia
mot con nguoi. Hunt dého den gan hon, nhung dng ding giita ho va cai i, ngay ca khi nd duoc dat kén dang sau chiéc xe thing. Mot ngudi dan 6ng
huéng d6i nit cam thong vé ho, rdi sau d6 déng bimg xe va nd may dé gitt nhiét do bén trong xe mit lanh. Johnny cam thiy chong mit va phét om
Nhitng bong ngudi kéo dai ra. Me cau dé Hunt dua ba vao trong mot chiée xe khac va Johnny biét ba khong thé 1am gi nira ca. Ba dang chdng choi hit
vao ting hoi thé.

Nhung Johnny thi khong. Cau bj té ctmg. Céu trd mét nhin vio céi giéng khi soi thimg lai duge thong xudng dudi d6. N6 dugce xa ra tir cai may kéo
day, roi sau d6 dirng lai. Hunt van ¢ trong xe 0 tO voi be‘; me Johnnykhi chiéc xe giap duoc truc lép No i sét va cong dum, ‘nhu'ng Jo}umy’nhén’diénra
nd. N6 ¢6 nurde son mau vang va chiéc yén xe qua chuodi. Néu nhin k¥, cdu s€ thay nd ¢d ba lip s6. Nhung Johnny khong can nhin; cdu bict chicc xe dap
nay.

Chiéc xe ctia Jack.

Ma héin ni ring d bi it cip roi.
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Chuong 59: Chuong 58

Co thé ctia Johnny suy sup. Long ngure cdu khong con biét chuyén dong lén xubng va moi thir bong nhién den ngom trude mét. C4u trd mit nhin chiéc xe
dap va nh6 lai nhing It thiy Jack ngdi trén n6, hén ta cam ram nhur thé ndo vin6 chi co ba lip 80, héin phai ngdi nheo mit dé bu p cho canh tay teo
nh6 ctia minh. Han goi né i chiéc xe dap mrdc d4i, vi cai mau ctia nd. Nhung hin thich chiéc xe Ay.

Hunt d{mg ttm tum v6i nhiing nguoi khac bén canh méy chiéc xe. Khong ai nhin, do vy Johnny so m6 chiéc xe dap. N6 nho bé, miu vang, Cau s
phén kim loai lanh sét ri, hai Iop xe bang cao sunirt né vi nuc rita.

Chiée xe dap 1a that.

Johnny xoay ngudi v nén oe vao dong co dai.

Tét ca nhitng thir nay déu i syr thét.

Hunt nghe 101 ta ctia mdt ngudi linh ctru hoa. “Chiée xe dap dugc vit xubng trude va méc nghdn vao chd ¢b chai. Va duong nhur thi thé dugce virt xudng
tiép theo sau d6. Neu khong co chiec xe dap, n6 ¢6 thé da rét xuong tan day gieng mo. Roi thém mdt trdim tam nuroi nét nita, voi nude ndi lénh lang
dudi d6.” Anh linh ctru hoa lac dau. “Chiing ta s€ khong bao gio tim dugc.”

“Cé phai d6 1a Alyssa khong?”” Hunt nhin béac sikham nghiém tir thi.

“Thi thé 14 x4c con gai,” bac s Moore noi. “Tudi tac twong xtmg, Toi s& ddi chiéu hd so ring ham dém nay. Cong viée trude tién.”

“Anh s& goi dién cho t6i khi anh biét dich xac chir ha?”

“Chéc chén.”

Hunt gat dau. Ong tim kiém Johnny, nhung khong thiy cau dau ca, rdi ong tim thiy. Cau dang quy gdi trong bui cay.

“Thoi chét roil”

Hunt lau nguoi Johnny va mang cu vao trong xe. Ong dé bac sikham nghiém tir thi cho xac di va nho hai anh linh ciru hoa goi chiéc xe dap vao trong
tambat va dat vao bén trong thing sau xe. N6 bdy gio nam trong do, khi xe l4i qua 6 ga phat ra tiéng dong ron rang, mbt cau hoi hién lén trong dau cia
Hunt. Ong lac dau trong khi dang 14i xe.

“L& ra t6i khong nén dé cu theo t6i dén ddy,” dng n6i, nhung khong ai tra 1. Ong biét ly do ciia dng, va biét, d6 B mot sai lim Ong da qua gan i ho.
Cam xtc ngy tri. Pau 6ng lai lac lu. “L& ra to6i khong nén dé cau theo t6i ra day.”

Ho di mdt nira quéing dudng trd lai thi xa thi Johnny 1én tiéng. Cau nghe tiéng gi6, tiéng vo banh xe cham vao mit duong tron lang. “D6 la chiéc xe dap
cua thang Jack,” cau néi. Hunt quay dau lai. Johnny va ba Katherine 1a hai hinh bong den ngom ngdi & ghé sau xe ctia 6ng. Con dudng vang teo khong
mot bong nguoi. “Cau noi gi vay, Johnny?”

Johnny nhin ra bén ngoai ctra s0. Mot canh dong trai dai ra bén dudi bau trdi véi nhitng vi sao 1é té nho bé, mo nhat. Co cay khong hé di chuyén va ¢6
méu tim thAm. Chang diéu gi ¢ Iy ca. “Chiéc xe dap 1a cua thing Jack.”

Hunt dat xe vao I& dudng va dimg lai. Ong tra can s6 vé dau va tat méy. Johnny tho tay tim cai cAn mo cira xe, nhung khong c6 cai can nio.

“M ctra,” cu ndi, ri sau do rang strc mot Jan nita. Nhung hoan toan can kiét. Than xac cau bi rit sach, tréng rong. Hunt diu cAu ra ngoai va budc
cung cdu dén canh I& duong, “Tho di,” Hunt n6i. “Hay tho.”

Sau khoang mot phit, Johnny ly lai sirc hrc.

“Cau s& khong sao dau, moi chuyén s& on,” Hunt n6i v6i cdu, va giong noi cua ong vo vé. Ong di cing v6i Johnny xudng con duong va tré lai. Ong gir
mot tay trén canh tay ctia cau, tay kia trén ¢d cau.

“Cau s& khong sao. Pugc chir? Cau s€ khong sao.”

Johnny run iy bay, nhung cau gat dau. “T6i khong sao.” Ca hai trd vao trong xe va Hunt md miy diéu hoa cho Johnny. Johnny thd miit gan sét 16 thong
gio.

“Dd hon chu?”
“Vé]’]g”
“Ni cho i biét vé chiéc xe dap nhé.”

Johnny ngdi dudi anh dén trong khoang xe va nhin vao cai bong tir khuén mit ctia Hunt. Anh sang manh mé nhung nhd bé, bong ctia nd chiéu thanh



nhimng dudng vién gbe canh. “Jack c6 chiég xe dap do tir liu lam ri. Han ding cho dén khi n6 cii k¥, tan ta. N6 bién mit cling thoi gian Alyssa bi bat
coc. Han ndi 1a n6 bi mat cap. Toi khong heé nghi gi vé chuyén d6, v toi la sy tring hop thoi gian.”

“Céu c6 chic chén day 1 chiéc xe dap cta Jack?”
“Chéc,” Johnny n6i. “Toi chic chin.”

Hunt nhin tir Johnny dén ba Katherine. “Jack I ngum duy nht chimg kién Alyssa bi 16i vio trong xe ban tai. Hin | nhin chimg duy nhét cho vu bt coc
ndy. Bay gio, ching t6i c6 chiéc xe dap ctia hén...

“Y ong I gi vay?” Ba Katherine bi kéo cing dén gin diém dirt giy. Johnny cham vao canh tay ctia ba va thiy néng ruc.

“C6 thé no khong phai i mdt vy bt coc.”

Gi6 ngoai kia liém trén cira kinh xe dang mo.

“C6 thé Jack néi o.”

Hunt tit dén séng trong xe va cho xe chay tr lai trén dudng 16. Ong cho kinh cura quay Ién va 4m thanh ctia n gidng y chang cai may cudn day. Khi
chubng dién thoai ctia dng reo vang, ong nhin thit u vao min anh. Chan 6ng van lién tuc dap ga. “D6 Ia Tham tir Cross,” dng noi, va ha thap dién thoai
khi d6i mit ctia 6ng lurdng 1én nhin vao girong chiéu hau. “Ong bo ctia Jack.”

“Ong dinh s& lam g?” ba Katherine hoi.

Chiéc xe van ln déu banh. “Céng viée cta toi.”

Hunt tra 161 dién thoai. Ong nghe méy vai gidy dong hd. “Khong. Toi dang am vai chuyén It vit. Khong c6 i quan trong,”

Johnny thiy d6i mét Hunt trong gwong, Ong ta dang nhin con dudng, Binh tinh.

“Khong,” Hunt n6i. “Toi khong c6 thong tin gi vé chuyén d6. Thing bé & nha gia dinh Merrimon lan sau cing t6i thy hén.”

Mot chit ngung lai. Johnny nghe tiéng Cross qua may dién thoai. Lo md. Mot lin niva 4m o.

“Chéc chan rdi,” Hunt noi. “Tdi s& béo cho dng biét ngay.” Hunt ndi tam bigt va gic miy dién thoai. Hai mit trén guong chiéu hiu. Dén trén & mot bén
khudén mit. Ong d6i mat voi anh nhin ctia Johnny. “Ong ta dang tim thang Jack,” Hunt n6i. “Hinh nhur 1a thang ban ctia cau ty dung bict mat dang.”

Me Johnny ngng dau Ién, dit mot tay lén trén ghé ngdi. “Chuyén ndy c6 nghia nhur thé nio? Toi khong hiéu chuyén nay c6 nghia nhu thé nao?”
“Toi ciing chua biét, nhung t6i s& timra.”

Ba yén ling va ho di trong yén lang mot thoi gian that lau. Johnny ¢b ging thich nghi V61 y nghil moi nay, y nghi ring boi mot Iy do ndo d6 ma Jack ndi ko,
rang han ta biét mot didu gido, bét cir chuyén gi. Johnny cam thiy bi phan boi. Cau cam thiy gian di, va r6i nghi ngo. Khong thé ndo, cau nghi. Gan day
Jack dang che glau mot dicu gi d6, kinh dong boi hanh dong cua Freemantle va Johnny, kinh dong voi dan qua, t6 cha cai thing. Nhung Jack 1 thang
Jack. Hin la thing nhoc c6 méi toc murot ma va | ké an cap thube 14. Han 1 thang ban than nhét ctia Johnny, tran ngép long trung thanh, nhing noi dau,
va nhitng ndi nhyc nhi bi mat, nhung 1 mot thang ban hiéu 16 thé ndo 1 tinh bang hiru. Han gitip Johnny tim kiém Alyssa ca tram lan. Tron hoc. Trén nha
dica dém Chuyén lién can ctia Jack khong thé nao thét dugc.

Nhung chiéc xe dap.

Chiia oi, chiéc xe dap.

Johnny quan sat mot bén khuon mit ctia Hunt. Ong ta 1 ké hao hiép nhung ong ta B com; va Johnny ciing biét phéi nhur thé ndo moi | ban be. Cho nén
céu khong ndi gi vé cai nha kho nong trai thuoc 1a hgac chiec xe tai dau trude nha kho. Johnny can néi chuyén voi Jack trude tién. Xe Hunt v§: dénthixa,
dén duong viron cao hai bén, nhitng ngdi sao mo dan. Mt d6 xe ¢d Iuu thdng cang lic cang day déc. “Nha ching t6i di trd ngurge vé phia dang kia,”
Johnny noi.

“N6 1 hién trudong mdt vy &n. Cén nha da bi phong téa.”

Puong 16 ;C)ng t}lém ra va Hunt r€ xe vao con duong bén lan xe chay d(_)q the,o vong dai thi xa. C)ng 1€ xe vao bai dau ctia mot khégh san mat hang va
Johnny thay chiéc xe thing ctia me cau dau gan phia trrde. “Toi da yéu cau lay n6 ra khoi noi giam xe,” Hunt n6i. “Chia khoa xe d¢ ¢ quay I€ tan. Nha
canh sat da dat gitt mdt phong, Ong bé tay lai dén cong va nhitng hang cira kinh. Mot bang hi¢u neon do hién chit Con Trong, “Ba s€ trd vé nha cua ba
trong vong vai ngay.”

“T6i khong mudn trd vé noi d6. Du chi mot lan. Khong bao gio.”

“Ching ta s& dan xép mot cach ndo d6,” Hunt noi.



“S¢ Xa hoi thi sa0?” Gigng ctia ba yéu dt.

Hunt gii s6 d4u xe va tit may. Pén neon d6 ryc trén cira kinh, khong khi bén trong xe yén king. Hunt xoay ngudi trén ghé ngdi, nhin vao mit ba me ciia
Johmy.

“Doi dén ngy mai hiy lo nghi t6i ba cai chuyén nay.”

Ba gt dau.

“Ha}i nguodi s& khéng sao chir lﬁ?f’ Hunt nhin tir khuén mét nay dén khuon mat kia va J qhnny cam nhan duoc su 4n can Am cau ngac nhié,n. Cau khong
muon Hung ra vé. C:Qlu kh(}ng muon tam trd trong mot khach san mat hang, Cau muon vé nha. Khong phai nha cua ga Ken. Nha. Cau muon Hunt néi,
thém mdt 1an nita, rang dieu do s€ lam duoc.

“Chuyén gi xay ra bay gio' vay?”’ Johnny hoi.

“Toi ciing chua 16. Toi s& ghé qua trong ngy mai. T6i s& biét 16 rang hon.”

“Thdi dugc.” Johnny voi tay md canh cura.

Hunt chiin cau lai. “Tdi can cdy sting, Johnny.”

“Sung gi?”” N6 1a phan xa ty nhién.

Hunt n6i nho nhe. “Cay sting ctia ong chii cau. Cay sting ni cau ly ra khoi xe tai clia ong dy. Cau khong duoc mang n6 trong ngudi hay I& ra t6i phai
hoi cdu sém hon. N6 can phai duge kiém dinh 16 rang,”

Johnny chit nita ndi lao, nhung céu khong lam nhur vay. “Jack gilr cay sing.”

“Cau chéc chan chir ha?”

“Chéic chén.”

“That xui xéo!”

“Hin s& khong lam diéu i ngu xuan dau.”

Hunt gt dAu, nhung khong phéi cai git hai long. “Chao cau, Johnny. Chao ba Katherine.”
Ho budc ra khoi xe 6 t6, don ddc trong anh dén neon.
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S canh sat gAn nhur khong con ai khi Hunt tré vé. Lirc lrong tudn tiéu ban dém dang tuan hanh trén duong phd. Sb nhan vién trye van phong gilt ¢ mire
t0i thi€u. Thurong si true thurong vu la nguroi dan 6ng 1on twdi tén Shields, g dan 6ng chan doi va coc can. Ong ta chang buon dat nhimg cau hoi ma
nhitng 6ng throng st khac thuong hoi, khong quan tim vé nhitng chuyén da xay ra hoi som trong ngay. Hunt yéu ciu xemso luru dién thoai va ong
Shields dura s6 cho 6ng. Hunt mit ba miroi phit tim kiém trong s6 Iuu dién thoai nhung khong tim duoc dicu 6ng can. Ong dang ngdi & ban lam viée, dyr
dinh ra v& thi Yoakum bude vao. Ong ta van méc nguyén b 4o quan lic trude, dang dicu trong mét moi. “Nhin con meo 10i cai gi vao day nay,” Hunt
ndi. Yoakum ngo6i doi dién voi Hunt va khui nap lon nude Pepsi. “Ho bai nai khong khai to 01 tan cong.”

“Vay thi tot.”

“N6 ciing chi 3 chuyén vé van thoi.”

“Ho da kham xét nha 6ng,” Hunt n6i voi ong ta. “Ho mang dén ca mot tiéu doi king suc. Sau ngudi, ¢6 thé hon nira.”

“Rdi ho ¢6 don dep khong?”

“Chi hy vong vay thoi”

Yoakum nhin vai. “Trong nha t6i ¢6 gi dau dé ma tim kiém.”
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Hunt nghii &én budi sang ngay khi Yoakum bi phién nhidu: 16i hai tay bi cong di, thAm vén. Ban ciia 6ng. Cém. “Ri cau chuyén dién tién ra im sa0?”
Yoakum ubng timg ngum, thong tha. “Raleigh 1 mdt thanh phd khong ché vao dau duoc.”

“T6i ciing nén di thiim viéng thurdng xuyén.”

“Nhiéu c6 gai min ma.”

“T6i dam ca nhu vay.”

“Sao,” Yoakum nhin xung quanh. “T6i c6 nhd chuyén gi khdng?”

“Ciing khong nhiéu.”

Yoakum thfiy su dbi trd. “Thét vay sao?”’

“T6i nghi toi biét tai sao d4u van tay ciia 6ng lai ¢6 & trén vo dan trong xe 6 6 clia David Wilson.”

“Ong nghi?”

“Ctr goi d6 1a mot gia thuyét.”

“Lic nay | e can c6 mot gia thuyét.”

“C6 phai 6ng dang dua cot vdi t6i khong?”

Hunt dirng day. “Minh én xe di mdt vong di.”

Yoakum ciing dimg ddy. “T6i ndi da g khi nghe 6ng ndi nhur vay.”

Moi thir trong phong khach san déu xéu xi va xoang xinh: ga tréi giwrong, mén cira, hoi lanh thdi ra tir méy diéu hoa. Tham trai san mu t0i sim va théu
hoa van, ammii hoi ngudi. Ca hai nguoi lay phong va khong ndi véi nhau 101 ndo. Ba hon Ién tran con trai mdt 1an, r6i khoa minh trong phong tam. Nude
tr voi hoa sen tuén chay.

Chuim chia khoa xe 6 t6 cua ba dat trén ban.

Johnny g trong déo 4nh sang d6 xuyén qua khe hé ctia hai tim rém cira. C4u nhin chim chia khoa va nghi dén Jack. Cau nghi dén nhing thtr s hai
dira tirng chia s, va nghT’Vé chice xe dap cua Jack. Sat thép lanh tanh va i sét. Cao sumyc nat nirt né. Johnny nhin ra bén ngoai. Trang ban nguyét treo
trén bau troi d&m trong vat. Pén neon d6 nhap nhay. Bo céu s€ lam gi néu dng ay 1a cdu? Hunt thi sao?

Chuyén gi xay ra néu ho khong biét tim kiém Jack & dau?

Mot thing ban.

Mét ké dbi tra.

Cau nghe tiéng nurée chéy tir voi hoa sen. Cau viét manh gidy dé lai cho me, rdi kén ra ngoai va khoa ctra lai.

Chuim chia khoa xe ning chich trén tay.

Hunt n6i chuyén trong khi dang l4i xe. Thi xa It dan ve phia sau hrng ho va man dém tod ra khi 6ng hudng xe vé > phia khu gleng m6. Ong ndi cho
Yoakum biét tit ca moi chuyén va Yoakum nghién ngim. Chuyén xay ra & nha ctia Johnny. Thi thé ‘umthay & giéng mo. Chiée xe dap cta Jack. Tét ca
moi chuyén. Rdi ong dua ra gia thuyét ctia minh. Khi ong néi xong, Yoakum ndi, “C6 khé nhidu 16 hdng trong nhing gi ong ni.”

“Khong nhiéu im, va ciing khong 1au Bim dau.”

“N6 thuén tiy 1 sur suy doan.”

“Nhung mudn kiém tra ciing d& dang,” Hai ngudi di qua dong song quen thude, ciy cau quen thude. “Toi mét moi véi nhitng tro ny Bmroi.”

Yoakum cau may. “Ga Cross 1a cdm To6i khdng tin chuyén nay.”

Hunt 14i xe trong yén king. “Khi thi thé ctia David Wilson dugc phat hién, Cross i nguoi chi t6i vé huéng gi Levi Freemantle. Ong ta dtmg dudi ciy cau

v6i tim ban d va chi cho t6i biét chinh xéc cai toi cin thiy. Toi lao vao mdt cude rrot dudi ngdng hoang tim bit mdt gi trong an trdn ti mé g ta khong
he lién quan gi dén chuyén nay.”



“Ong c6 chic gi Freemantle khong lién can gi dén vu 4n nay? Ga ta chinh 1 ngudi ndi cho nhéc ti nha Cross céi noi tim théy thi thé. Ga ni voi Jack vé
céi gieng mo.”

Hunt nhin hai bén. “Ga ta u? Chiing ta khong biét chuyén gi xay ra giita hai nguoi d6.”

“Vay, ching & Jack tur biét?”

Vo6 banh xe bang manh vao mjt diém xu trén mit dudng. “Chiéc xe dap ctia héin,” Hunt néi. “Toi doan hén biét.”

“Nhung tai sao hén lai n6i ra? Han ty thit thong long vao b minh 427

Hunt khong c6 céu tra 1o1.

“Ong nghi Cross giét 6ng David Wilson?”” Yoakum hoi. “Ong thét sy tin B Cross tii dng ta vao bung xi-méng? Hat ving ong ta xudng cau, 1di sau do
dung trén cb hong ong ta? D6 1 nhitng chuyén kinh di, Clyde, 4n mang ¢6 chii muru. Cross khong phai g3 t6i ura thich gi, nhung gi ta dau sao ciing i
com”

“Wilson c6 trang thiét b leo 1t va chiéc xe gin may chay duong niii. Toi nghi ca ngdy hom dé ong ta rong rudi cudi xe trén nhirng con duong mon va
kham pha nhimg khu vire ham mo. C6 & 6ng ta d€ danh cai giéng mo lon nhét, sau nhat sau cing. Toi nghi ong ta tim duroc thi thé clia 6 bé Alyssa, va
viéc phat hién ra thi thé nay khién 6ng ta bi tham sat.”

“Chuyén mo hd qué, Clyde.”

“Ai phét hién ra chiéc xe Land Cruiser ctia Wilson?”

“Cross.”

“Ding rdi. Ong ta n6i mdt gi say ruou ndo d6 vao rimg soi nai. Ga say dé goi dién thoai bao tir mdt tram dién thoai cong cong va gip Cross. Khong
xac dinh duge danh tanh ngurdi goi. Pién thoai cong cong, Thit tién lgi, 6ng c6 nghi vay khong?”

“Canh sat thuong gip may mén. Diéu ndy giop cho cong viée troi chay gin mdt nira. Toi chura hé nghe ong cam ram khi chinh ong giip may nin.”
“Ong ¢6 bao gioy gip Cross & san tp bin khong?”

“Dinhién 1a co.”

“Ong c6 bao gi ban sting ¢4 nhén ctia dng & san tap

ban khong?”

“0, me kiép.”

“Néu 6ng ta nhat mdt trong nhiing vo dan ctia 6ng thi sa0?”

Yoakum khong c6 cau tra 1oi dé dang. Ong hinh dung bbi canh & ngoai san tap ban: deo do chyp bao vé thinh giéc, kinh an toan, sy tp trung han hep,
bia ban, va khong thr gi khac. Hunt tiép tuc, giong sac bén. “Tin don xi ra ring t6i dang tim kiém mot tay canh sat. Do vay Cross cung cap cho 01 mot
tay. Ong ta ciing mdi t6i chiéc xe ctia 6ng David Wilson va mot cai vo dan voi dau van tay ciia 6ng & trén d6. Ong ta mdi toi bang chinh 6ng,”

Yoakum khong néi gi. D61 khi 6ng im ling trude chuyén ca nhan ctia minh.

“Chiing ta gan dén noi roi.”

Yoakum nhin ra bén ngoai cira s6. “Ong biét lai lich gi v& nhiing nguoi ma ching ta sdp stra gap khong?”

Hunt & phai va con dudng thu hep lai. Trude mit 1 c4i bang son tring in chit “Déng Cira.” “Ching t61 i xe di ngang qua nha ho trén duong vao giéng
mo, motngumdanongvamotphunu Ongtaﬂnchuongbla Batathlxaumhalhung, Ho s1nhsongtrongmot cannhatlenche i tan gAn cong ra vao
ham mo. Trude dy c6 mot chlec,xe dau khi t6i dén noi nay. Toi c6 thé ndi, ho I nhitng ngudi duy nhét sinh séng gin him mb. Nhing chuyén khac,”
Hunt ndi, “t61 hoan toan khong biet gl.”

“Khong mot dicu gi?”

“Ngay ca tén ctia ho.”

“Vay ching ta tim dén déy dé lam gi?”

“Dia ly.” Hunt 141 6 t6 bang qua cay cau hep gic qua con sudi. “N6 1 Iy do duy nhét c6 Iy 18.” Con dudng chuyén qua dit da. Pa dam ving lén kéu lao
xa0 va ling bing dudi gam xe. “Dén rdi d6,” Hunt noi.



“Canh sat truréng van con giit sing ciia toi.”

“Trong hoc dung trén tap-16.”

Yoakummd hdc trén tap-16 va 16i ra cdy sting c4 nhan ctia Hunt. Ong Ién dan, kiém tra stng. “Ngon lnh.”
“CH ging dirng bin tir thrrong ai An nay.”

Hunt thély can nha tién ché cii nat, chiéc xe tai chira déy V0 lon bia. Bén chay sang dAng sau nhitng 6 cira s do ban. Bén trong cin nha c6 ai do chuyén
dong. Ong tit dén xe va chay tr& dén, roi dimg xe dang sau chiéc xe tai. Mt 6 ong dinh chit vao chiéc xe tai, 6ng gb vao ban ph]m bién s6 cta nd. “Pang
ky duéi tén chit quyén xe Patricia Defiies. Vai lan bi két 4n pham luat vi canh. Tiéu tién ngoai cong cong, Say rrou va gy roi.”

“Qua’ d@p-”
“Hai t0i dai hinh.”
“Toi gi?”

“Ky chi phié:u khéng khong :cién bao ching va lurong gat. Thém mdt ti dai hinh nita thi ba ta s& ndm ti kha JAu. Lan thir ba gdy an. Piéu nay c6 thé cho
Cross loi diém néu Ong ta bat duge ba ta lam chuyén gi d6 bat chinh.”

“K¢é hoach chiing ta s& nhur thé nao?”
“Dé dang” Hunt mo cira xe 6 6. “Chiing ta ndi déc.”

Yoakum ln céy sting k¥ vao trong khi ho budc vao hang hién nho hep. Xuyén qua cira 50, ho thiy chiéc ghé sofa dai, thip, nguoi dan ong némtren
ghé, chan dua én cao. G ta nh]nglongHunt Gay gb va rau ria khong cao. Bén thiu. Nguc gi ta teo kép va doi changaykhéngklm tay gi cAm céi gi
d6 nhu Ia lon bia. Nguoi dan ba méc vay ngan. Khudn mit di ton. Tir cai i kiéu ba ta dang dimg, cho thiy ba ta dang gin dit vé mt chuyén gi do. Hai
tay chong nanh. Mom Iép nhép lién tuc. Ba ta dmg trude tivi va gi dan Ong nghiéng vé phia bén trdi. “Gia dinh hanh phic,” Yoakumnoi Hunt g5 ctra va
VO tuyén wut tt. Ong i budc va bude chin ning né ciia ngudi dan ba Am rung chuyén ca mdt c4i khung can nha ré tién. Khuon mit ba ta che kin cira
s6 nho: ring ndu, nude da xAu xi.

“Binh tinh nao,” Yoakum thi thao.

Hunt dura thé hanh sur ctia Ong ap st vao mt kinh. Chot cira mo ra tir phia bén trong va nguoi dan ba xuat hién ding sau cénh cira i bj réch. “Gio né
Ién 1an nita,” ba ta n6i. Hunt dua thé hanh sy €n. “Tham tir Cross biét phai ching t6i dén day.”

Neudi dan ba moi diéu thude, nha khéi. Caip mit ba ta dao nhin Hunt, rdi dira Ién nhin Yoakum va tré xudng, “Bdy gidy ong ta mudn gi nita?”
“Ching t61 dugc phép vao trong chir?”’
Ba ta nhin qua ho mot 1An nita, rit thém mot hoi thude K. “Nhé chii chin cac ong”’

Chiée xe tai khong con dau trude nha kho thube 14. Khong ¢ Jack. Trong dnh sang yéu ot phét ra tir mdt chiéc dén pha 6 t6 duy nhat, Johnny thiy mot
anh sac loe 1én, chiéc ba-16 xanh ctia cdu. N6 ban thiu, dau vét tdy ban van con ¢ dudi ddy. Jack dat nd gon gang ngay ¢ gitta canh ctra nha kho. Johnny
ra khéixe 6 t6, nhung van dé dong co nd may. Vang trang to 1on va thap I¢ t¢, mau trang bac. Khong khi duom nuii xdng va dau may bi dot chay.

Johmny cim chiéc ba-16 1én, cam giac bén trong trong réng. Mé nd ra, cau ngiri thiy ludng hoi ctia con chim chét. Dudi day 1 1oi nhén viét & nit sau cia
t0 hoa don c6 t€n chi Steve. Chit viet tay cua Jack.

Gap t6 & 6.

Nhitng ndm vira qua c6 qué nhiéu noi chon, nhung Johnny biét mot noi. N6 1 noi hai dira vén udng bia va ké chuyén, noi ca hai cing dén dé tiéu sau.
Do 1a noi 6ng David Wilson tir nan tré vé voi dat. Noi ma tat ca nhiing chuyén nay bat dau. Johnny quay dau xe trong bui rdm va hron chiée xe can sat
duong,

Cau lai xe dén con song,

Céu qua mit vai chlec xe. Trdi bit dau t6i. Nhitng con con tring to 16n va dap vao kinh trrde xe va mit nhin ciia ciu nhat nhoa doi fin. Céu dudi sirc,
cang thing dén mirc t6i da lam céu suyt chat nira nhd ngd 1& ¢ con dudng chinh. Con duong mon 6 dai moc um tim va ching chit diu vet banh xe,
nhing cdy ¢6 dai Van con cong oan tir c4c xe tuan tidu ctia com khi ho ¢ nit tai hién trrdng vu an mang ong David Wilson. N6 d6 ddc vé phia dong
song, cdy cau viron lén & bén phia tay trai. Poan dudng dat x6i 16 am chéch banh 1i khoi tay ciia cau khi chiée xe tién vao con dudng mon. Cau thiy
chiéc xe tai & trong sau muroi hai mét, mjt bong ma trong bui rim. Khoang xe t6i om va khong c6 nguoi. Johnny tit dén xe va lao ra bén ngoai. Cau
budc bd qua chiée xe tai va nhin xubng dong song. Anh tring hit 1én tir mit mrde va nhig phién d4 phing miu xam bac. Béng ti bao trim phia dudi
chan cau. Johnny tudt minh xubng dudi bo ke dong song, dung tring mot dun cat, 1di sau do bude In mdt tang da to I6n bang phiang, Dong nude di
chuyén, va mot cai gi 46 den ngdom trdi ndi di qua. Hang lidu ¢ phia bén phai, ciy cau nim & hudng trai. Cau khong tim thiy Jack.



“T6 6 bén ndy, Johnny.”

Am thanh phét ra tir phia dudi | CAy cau. Giong ndi cua Jack. Tiéng ctia ké say ruou. Khi xudng dudi gim cau, Johnny c6 thé thiy han. Han ngdi ngay

canh mép song. Mot cdy tru cau dd xudng tir cdy cau; n ¢ vo boc xi-niing hep bén ngodi va J ack dang ngoi trén do, hai chan thong xubng dong nurde.
Johnny dimg lai cach chd Jack chimg sau mét. Jack xin. Han dua chai rrou 1én va Johnny nghe tiéng ong oc ctia ruou. “Udng khong?”

“Céu dang lam cai tro gl ngoai nay vdy, Jack?” Johnny mudn giit binh finh, nhung cdu khong con kiém ché ndi nira. Alyssa da thiét mang va Jack dang

ngdi nde bourbon. Jack tudt xubng tru cau Xi-Ing, Han bi bdm 16i ra khoi chd nurde rong, vap ngd mot lan, va té quy dau g01 xubng. “Budc ra ngoai dé

to con thay,cau Johnny budc ra ngoai tir dudi gim cau. Mot phan trong Johnny mudn ndi chuyén. Mot phén thi chi muén dam mdt phat vio mit thing

ban duy nhat.

“Té xin 16i cau.” Giong ndi ctia hén 1& nhé khién Johnny rat kho khéin méi hiéu duoc.

“Johnny.” Jack bude ra ngoai dudi anh trang. Hén mic chiéc 4o j acket muron cua Johnny. Quén hén u6t dam dén thit lung, Hén lai vAp ngfl va ving mét
cai chai. N6 va vao tang da va mii rugu boc 1én hoa quyén véi bun dat. Jack ngoi canh bén cai chai vo. “Té thue 1ong rat muon xin 16i.”

“Xin 16i chuyén gi?”” Johnny quay lai. “N6i t6 nghe xin 16i vi chuyén gi?”

Jack lic dau, vii nit vao long hai ban tay. “Syr hén nhat i t6i 161

Johnny tr$ it nhin thiing ban, giong hén Iwa nhua gan nhur thdn thirc.

“Céu c6 noi nhitng diéu t6t vé to néu ¢6 ai hoi khong?” Jack chui canh tay vao miii. “Chi la néu m thoi, Johnny. Néu ai d6 c6 hoi? Cau ¢6 161 v6i ho t&
1a thang ban tot khéng? T(’y da c0 gang, cau bict ma. Nhﬁpg démtd di voi cau NhQng dém hing suc timkiem Té ch hﬁl} chp cAu vi td bi€t cau s&
k~h6r}g bé cudc. ’Tér c0 gang [6i cAura Xa nhiing cén nha t01 t€, nhirng noi that sy mat mang nhur choi. T6 s€ khong song n6i néu cdu c6 ménh hé nao. Toi
101 dan vat s€ gict t6, Johnny. N6 s¢€ giet t& mot cach thang thirng.”

“Con nhitng t6i 16i khéc thi sao, Jack? Con Alyssa thi sa0? Cau biét em gai ctia t& & dau diing khong? Trong sudt thoi gian qua, ding khong?”

“Suyr di tra va yéu dubi. N6 ciiing i nhing t6i 161

“Jack.”

“Chiia s tha thir cho nhirng t6i 16i vun vit.”

“Trong sudt thoi gian qua.”

“Té da b ging gitt an toan cho cau.” Jack ling ting dimg trén tang da. “Co Ay da chét.” Han lic dau. “C6 4y da chét roi”

“Chuyén gi da xay ra voi em gai t6?” Johnny dtng trén Jack, hai tay co nim ddm Cau khong con kiém ché. Cau khong giit dugc sur kiém ché nira.
“Chuyén gi da xay ra, Jack?”

Jack hit vao mdt hoi thd sau, nang nhoc, hai it vAn dan chit lemg dong sdng. “Té cho co éy muron chiée xe dap cua t6. To chi c6 lam béy nhiéu do.
T6 chi mudn gip. Céu phai tin t6.”

“N6i cho t6 biét toan bd sur viée dil”

“Bon t6 dang & thur vién, mot dambon t6. Cau 6 biét cai dé tai ma bon t& phai im khong?”

Johnny khong ndi gi, Jack gt dau. “Bon té & chung mdt nhom voi nhau, Alyssa va t6. Nt lira. Bon t& lam mdt bao cao vé i lira. Liic d6 trdi da t6i,
wira chop t01, cau biét ddy. Moi nguoi déu n6i da dén gio di VA ”” Han lo do mot lic. “Té cho ¢d bé murgn chiee xe dap cua t& vi bo cau quén khong dén
don co bé. Ong quén don con gai va man dém dang budng xudng dan. Thang anh Gerald cta t& mdi c6 mot chiée xe tai moi toanh va loay hoay timkiem
mdt céi cd dé 1aind di, do vay to cho ¢6 bé muon chiéc xe dap va goi thang anh t¢ Xin qua giang vé nha. T6 chi c6 lam by nhiéu d6 thoi Johnny. Cau
théy khong, khong c6 chuyén gi xiu xa c6 thé xay ra, ding khong? Té ¢b ging song tot ma. Didu d6 ciing dang ké, dung khong? Pang ké.”

Jack che mit. Ban tay nho. Ban tay binh thuong, Ca hai ban tay co cum va rung ban bét.

“Hén ni hén mudn hir doa 6 dy.”

‘6Ai?9’

“L& ra day chi la mdt tro dua cot.”

“Ga Gerald ha?” Johnny hoi.

“Cb 4y ra sirc dap lao di.”

“Troi oil”



“Ngay st canh I duong” Ngimg lai. “Thing d6 chi mudn hi doa c6 bé.”

“Chuyén gi xay ra, Jack?”

“Thing anh t& ubng ruou.”

Johnny ném Iy ¢6 4o ctia Jack. Cau kéo manh va im rach cai 4o. “Chuyén chét tiét gi da xay ra?”

“Co 4y quay c6 nhin lai, va tG doan | cai dén pha xe tai —né qua gan. TG ctng khong b,ié't.‘C(”) 4y loang choang, Té ngd. Chui tot vao trong gim xe tii.
Thang anh Gerald ctia t& hoang loan. Han goi 6ng bo t6.” Jack gao khoc. “C6 ay da chét roi, Johnny.”

“Té khong hiéu.”

“Chét va khong con nita. Té mudn n6i Fim, nhung Gerald d3 duge doi banh nha nghé tuyén chon ky hop dong.”

“Chuyén do thi lién quan gi?”

“BJ t6 néi néu chuyén ndy lot ra ngoai, héin s& phai hon ny hon gid tir tit ca nhitng thir do.”

“Cau dbi tra chi vi sw nghiép choi bong chay ctia Gerald.” Johnny gao thét, Jack Fic dau. “Ri sao nita?”” Johnny noi. “Chuyén gi nita?”

“T6é mubn n6i ra chuyén nay.”

“Nhung cau dd khong noi.”

Bay gio thi Jack thut thit khoc. “Johnny.”

“Trong sudt thoi gian qua.”

Jack dimg loang choang nga nghiéng, Hén dira mot ban tay ra, nhung Johnny dép n6 ving xudng.

“Té da b ging.”

“Cau cb ging nhur thé nao?”

“Cau c6 nhd t6 no6i voi cdu la Gerald danh gy canh tay cua t& khong‘7” Jack run p cép, d6i mit van nai. “Bo la 6ng bb ctia t6, Johnny. TG ndi véi ong
ta t& s8 noi hét moi chuyén va 6ng ta danh gy tay t6. Ong 4y lam gy canh tay cta t& & bon chd. Lio de t¢ xudng dat va budc t& phai thé.” Ban tay ctia
Jack ndm ly canh tay ctia Johnny. “Lio bt t& phai thé.”

“Vi sy nghiép ctia thiing Gerald?”

“N6 Ia chuyén duy nhét ho ban tinh voi nhau.” Johnny nhin dam dam. “Gerald va bd t6.”

Johnny cam thiy bao tir ctia cau quan thét. Cu co gip ngudi xudng va xoay niit di chd khac. Tay cau v6i dugce canh ciy ndo d6 va cau tyra minh vao
nd. “Céu ndi Levi Freemantle n6i voi cdu noi giau xac cua con bé.”

“Lai thém mdt su ddi tra khéac.”

“Vay thi tai sao bay gio, Jack? Tai sao bay gios lai n6i hét ra?”

“Boi vi gi Freemantle duroc giri dén ddy vi mot Iy do.”

“Ly do g?”

Jack kinh hai. “Chua biét r5.”

Khong c6 dan qua, Johnny nghi. Chia biét.

“Gal ctr 6 di n6i lai chuyén dy. Ngay cé trong gidc gl @A cling n6i. Khong c6 dan qua. Chua biét. Cu nhé céi tén cla giéng mo khong, No Croz T&
khong lam sao xua dudi n6 ra khoi dau 6c t6, Johnny. Chia biét, cau c6 thiy khong? Chiia bict nhimg gi t¢ da lam.” Jack ngung bét thinh linh. “Diéu
cuoi cung Freemantle n6i voi td... di€u cudi cung ga ndi... Oi, me kiep!”

“Chuyén gi vay?”

Jack ngdi xubng tang dé. “Chia biét vé dep thanh thign trong lish hon ctia ¢6 4y.” Jack dua cénh tay nho lén. “T6 s& bi dbt chay dudi hoa nguc, Johnny.”
Canh tay ot xuong, va Jack van nai. “Néu ai d6 hoi, cau s& ndi mot dicu gi d6 tot chir ha?”



Hin thit thit khoc.

“Johnny?”’

Johnny quay lung va tréo 1én trén b song, Giong ciia Jack voi theo ¢, nho, rdi cang nhd hon.
“Johnny?”

Khong con gi. Gié thdi dua dudi co.

“Johnny?”

Ban dang doc truyén Khuic Céu Hon dugc tai mién phi tai WWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 61: Chuwong 60

Hunt ao 6 6 wiit di, nhirg ngon den xanh chop tat trong vi trude dau xe. Yoakum, ngdi sat canh bén, khudn miit danh lanh nhur thép. Pong hd trén tap-
16 chi 1:10 sang. Hunt da dan xép mdt cude hop khin cép véi bién Iy va tham phén toa so thim. Mt hét mot gio dong 1o, nhung 6ng ¢6 trat bt xep bén
trong tui 40 khoac Vq hai canh sat mic dong phuc duogc chon lya di theo yem tro. Khong mot ai khac biét chuy@r} K& ca canh sat trudng, K& ca tht ca
cac cdmkhac. Ho tién hanh cong chuyén trong bong t6i, nhd trong trurong hop Cross ¢6 ban bé nao d6 cé thé dén nha mach nude trude. “Nam phut,”
Hunt noi.

Lan thir ba, Yoakum kiém tra bang dan trong cdy stng muon tam. Dién thoai ctia Hunt reo vang, Ong liéc mén hinh hién thi s6 dién thoai nguoi goi roi
tra 1o1. Cu dién thoai ngan gon, va khi noi xong, 6ng khong nhin Yoakum. “Bac si khdm nghi¢m tir thi,” 6ng néi. “Ho so rang ham tring hop. T thi chinh
1a Alyssa.”

Yén ling. Banh xe cao su lan trén mit duong nhya.

“T6i rét ly Bm tiéc, Clyde.”

“Bon phit.”

Ba muroi gidy sau, dién thoai Hunt lai reo vang, Ong khong nhan ra dugc s6 dién thoai hién thi, nhung van tra 1i cti goi. “Céu dang & dau do, Johnny?
Binh tinh. T6i ddy. Khong. Khong, Cir thong tha.”

Hunt nghe ca phut dai, khong ndi 11 nao. Khi Johnny n6i xong, manh ghép cu01 cling duoc rap vao dung chd va Hunt hoan tht birc tranh. Tt ca ching,

Xép vao gon gang chat ché. “Pugc 1di, Johnny. Toi da hleuva t01 s€ dan xep chuyén nay. Khong, t6i s€ dan xép 16 ngay démnay. Negay loc nay. Cau
dang & dau?” Mot phit yén ling. “Khong, Toi khong mudn ciu & ngoai tién sanh. Toi mudn cu trd vé& phong, ngay bay gio. Toi da dan xép hét moi

chuyén. Ching ta s& ndi chuyén vao ngay mai.”

Ong clip may lan nita va Yoakum cho mudi gidy dong ho. “Lai chuyén gi thé?”

Hunt thudt lai cdu chuyén bang nhitng ciu coc 16¢, hin hoc. Alyssa chét thé ndo. Lam sao thi thé ¢o bé & dudi day giéng mo.
Yoakum tiéu hoa chuyén nay khoang mot ddi. “C6 bé thiet mang vi tai nan?”’

“Thing Gerald say ruou. Cross gidu bién xac nan nhan dé bao vé anh con trai. Ong ta vt xéc c6 bé xudng dudi giéng md. Mot minh dudi d6.” Ong hit
mot hoi thd nang nhoc. “Lay Chua t6i.”

“Ong khong sao chi?”

“Ching ta ciing s& tom cd Gerald.”

“Ching ta khong c6 trat bit Gerald.”

“Tinh nghi ngd sét. Bao nhiéu d6 di1 dé thdm tra han.”
“Johnny qua 1a mdt nhoc ti cing cura,” Yoakum noi.
“Ding vay.”

“Cross s& bitomcd.”
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“Mot phit nita.”
Hunt 1& xe vao khu hang xomnha Cross.

Johnny md cira phong khéch san bang thé khoa. Hai ngon dén dang chay. Me ciu ngdi canh chiéc girong gin nhét. Trong ba mét moi nhung hai mit
khd cong,

“Me khong thé goi Hunt,” ba ni, va dimg ddy. “Ong ta s& khong bao i dé con trd vé bén me.”
Johnny budc vao phong va dong cira.

“Con d bo me,” ba ndi, va Johnny thiy ngudi ba dong cimg nhu thé nao.

“Con s€ khong bao gio lam nhu vay nita.”

“Lam sao me tin duoc didu d6?”

“Con hira.”

Ba di ngang cin phong va quang tay 6m choang Iy cau. “Hira v6i me mot Jin nira di.”

Johnny ngyri thiy mixi xa phong va toc tai sach s&. “Con hira.”

Ba 6m ghi Ay con, va khi ba i budc, Johnny ndi véi ba nhitng gi cau biét duoc. Khong d& dang ti ndo, va phéai mét mt thoi gian. Alyssa chét rdi, nhung
d6 13 mot tai nan. Céu giai thich chuyén ay hai lan, va vai 101 lan ra khoi ctra miéng ctia ba.

MO0t tai nan.

Sau d6 ca hai yén ling mit lic that lau.

Yén lang, nhung & canh bén nhau.

Hunt nhdn cu dién thoai khi ho chi con cach hai day phé. “Xin chi1 y, hang xém trinh bao c6 vii khi ¢ hién truong,”

“Me kiép!”

Hunt 1t ¢di va chiéc xe tuan tidu theo sat ngay sau hrng ciing lam twong ty. Hai lﬁp queo nhanh chong va can nha cta Cross hién ra ngay bén phai. Ben
chdy sang doc theo duong bién noc nha, nhiéu ngon dén chiéu Ion & cac goc, nhiéu ngon dén treo trén cot doc theo dudng bo hanh. Chiée xe tai trang
lao mili vao trude tién va do sup xudng bén hong nha. Co dudi san bi cay nat dang sau, nhitng bui cdy bi ti sach. Mot ngon dén sau xe chdp tt, chop
tat. Bo. Bo. PBo. Tham tir Cross ¢ trong sin nha; ca ba vo' va anh con trai Gerald. Cross dang gio thét. Vo ong ta quy gbi, Thanh kinh cam trén tay, ghi
siét cau nguyén.

Jack c6 cay sing trén tay.

Hién chiia nong siing vao 6ng bo.

Hunt v Yoakum lao ra khoi 6 t6 ciing i voi hai canh sat vién mic dong phuc. Sting riit ra khoi bao. “Kém ché hoa lwe,” Hunt n6i. “T6i biét anh nhoc.
T61 khong muon han bi thiong tich.”

Nhitng cém khéc nghe 104 ra knh ctia ong, nhung sing vén chia. Hunt giit sting ctia ong trong v0 siing. Ong di nhe vao trong san ¢6, hai tay dt hai bén
hong, Jack d6 g nguoi va run ray. Mat dam dia nudc mit. Cross dong vai nguoi cha nghiém khiac. “Jack, con dua bo cay sing ngay bay gio! Ngay
gidy phit nay! BO khong dua dau!” Cross thdy Hunt dén gin va dua mit tay ra. “Toi lam duoc chuyén nay,” 6ng n6i. “S€ 6n thoi.” Tro lai voi anh con
trai. “Jack, con thay chuyén nay khong? Ai d6 goi canh sat roi. Bay gio 1a lic cham dut chuyén ndy. Pua bo cdy sung.”

Ping sau Jack, me hén rung ngudi trén hai dau gbi. Jack nhin vé hirdng ba, va mot tay mo tim dwoc cay thanh gié bac deo trén cb. Giong ctia ba vuon
cao va nhur thé ba ta dang ndi chuyén trong lrdi. “Pirng, me.” Khudn mit cua Jack co giat. “Pung lam vay.” Han gidt phing cay thanh gia va virt nd vé
hurong ba.

“ura cho b cy sung, Jack.”

Jack roi mit khoi me han. Ong bd hin tién dén gan hon. Mot mét rudi. Mot mét hai. “Day [ 16i ctia bd.” Giong ciia Jack thi thio.

“Con trai.”

Hin chia ciy sting vao 6ng bd. “Con s& di xudng hoa nguc, va day 1 16i ciia bd.”

Jack budc lai gin hon trong khi ba me ctia hin gio khéc. Cross dira hai tay lén. “Con trai...”



“Chuia tha thir cho nhimg 16i lim nho.”

Hunt thiy ¢o sing chuyen dich, nhung 6 ong ¢ cachdo khé xa. “Dumg.” Ong lao dén chup Hy Jack. Co stng huréng Ién cao va roi xudng; Cross gio kén
trong khi co stng roi xudng kéu mot tiéng cach kho khan. Jack lai bop cd mot lan nita, nhung khong ¢6 chuyén gi xay ra.

Hunt quét ngdl céu nhéc.

Cay stng vang ra khoi tay hin va Cross i tay hrom sting, “Pimg dong dén no,” Hunt ndi véi ong ta. Ong ta ndm sdng soai trén san co, Jack bi chet
'9’

phia dudi nguoi ong. “Dumg dong dén cdy stng va khong duge dong day!
“Y 6ng I sa0?”

“Tét ca cac nguoi khong ai duoc dong dy.” Hunt 16i Jack dimg ddy va giao hin cho Yoakum

“Nhe nhang thoi nhé,” 6ng n6i, va Yoakum dét cau con trai di chd khac, khoc bit lu bit loa va miii dai 1ong thong.

“Toi mf)r} 16i chuyén véi Johnny.” Jack chdng choi ¢ ngay cira xe 6 t6. Han ving vay va hét Ién, “Téi mubn n6i chuyén véi Johnny.” Tay clia Yoakum
dat trén dau Jack. “Johnny! Toi nuon ndi chuyén véi Johnny!”

Canh cira dong sam, ngit quing tiéng gio ciia hdn, va hin bang manh dau minh vao canh ctra kinh bon lAn. Hunt nhit  cdy stng lén va thio tréi khé.
Tréng rong, Ong bo cdy siing vao trong tiii 4o khoac. Cross mao hiém budc mdt budc, hai tay chia ra. “Thing nhoc dy say ruou. N6 ¢6 van dé. Ching
t01 s€ mang nd di cai nghién va tim sy giip d6.”

“Ong can di theo t61,” Hunt n6i. “V& tru so nha canh sat.”

“N6 1 con trai ctia toi, Hunt. T6i s& khong yéu cau khoi td hin.” Cross c¢b ging cudi gwong, Khudn méit Hunt vin khong hé biéu 16 cam xiic, diéu nay
cling phai vat va tap dugt mdi co duge. “Ong va anh con trai Gerald,” Hunt ndi, tay dé rat gan bao da dung stiing, “Loi yéu cau cta t6i vi phép lich sy.”
Ong chi qua san nhitg nha hang x6m, vai nguoi dimg ngoai san va theo ddi dien tién sy viée. Hunt bude gan hon nhurng khong hé ha thap giong, “To6i
nghe cau chuyén tir Jack. Chuyén da x4y ra véi Alyssa. Sy lién can ctia Gerald. Tat ca moi thir.” Hunt boi cho 6ng ta mdt cti gidt thot tim. “Chiing t6i tim
thay thi thé cd bé vai gio trude day.”

Cross nhin anh con trai, ba vo van con dang sut sti khdc.

“Hay hanh dong cho tir &, Hunt ndi.

Khi Cross quay nhin tré lai, cai mit na roi xuéng, Khudn it 6ng ta hoan toan I sy tinh toan. “Toi khong hiéu ong dang néi chuyén gi.”

“Ong David Wilson tim duroc thi thé ctia Alyssa. Trudc tién, toi nghi viéc ong ta goinha canh sat va n6i chuyén v6i ong hoan toan do ngau nhién, nhung
khong c6 dau tich ndo trong sb ru cac ¢ goi dién thoai, va khong c6 ai may mén nhur thé ca.”

“Ong nhdm rdi.”

“Ctr binh tinh. T6i d4 n6i chuyén v6i ba Patricia Defried toi hom nay. B ta n6i voi t6i tt ca moi chuyén.” Va ba ta n6i hét. Cross bt qua tang ba ta
trong mot vu gian lan chi phiéu. Vu bt b do 1a trong t0i Jan thir ba, ¢t vip ngi thir ba. Néu bikéta an, ba ta s ngf)i i1 it nhAt muoi hai nim. Do d6
Cross tao diéu kién dé dang cho ba ta. Ong ta mu6n biét bét cir nguoi ndo lai vang gAn giéng mo. Bét crai Bit cir lic ndo. Ba ndi ba khong biét vi sao
Cross quan tim vé nhimg giéng mo, va Hunt tin 16i ndi ctia ba ta. Ong mubn ba ta nbira bi mat, va 1’1’1]01’1 trong thiy vé so' hii ctia ba ta hién 1én trén .
Hunt n6i, “Toi giai thich v6i ba ta gian lan chi phiéu chi i chuyén rat nho so véi lién d6i hinh sur dén giét nguoi. Toi ndi cho ba ta biét i dang rét nghiém
tlic, va ring ba ta s& chung xudng di ti v6i 6ng. Ba ta khai hét va ba s& ra khai trudc tod. Bata st n6i dng xuat hién nhur thé ndo & giéng mo sau khi ba ta
goi dién thoai cho 6ng, lam sao nam phut sau do, 6ng Wilson chay thyc mang trén chlec xe gin méy ciia ong ta bi chinh 6ng dudi theo sét sat sau dudi.
Ba ta ghi chii ngiy gio. Johnny Merrimon thay ong Wilson roi xuéng qua lan can cau murdi im pht sau.”

“Bi ta 11 ké lira gat va nat ruou. Khong phai 1 nhan chimg tir t&.”

Hunt suc sao timkiém xe 6 t0 dau doc theo 1& dudng “Xe 6 t6 ctia 6ng dau?” Ong hoi. “Chiée Dodge Charger ding khong? Toi s& phai goi bao nhiéu
tiém lam dong trude khi t6i tim thay n6? Di nhién khong phai tiémnao ¢ trong thi x. Nhung ¢6 thé ¢ Wilmington? Raleigh? Mot trong nhirng thanh pho
16n, 61 nghi vay. Nhurng ching t6i s€ tim n6. Hu hdng bep nat phia dé trude. Nude son tring hop véi nurde son ching t6i thau hrom duge ¢ cay cau.”
“Téi can mot luat su.”

Hunt ra hiéu cho hai canh sat vién dng phuc. “Ong bi bét vi lién quan dén vu 4n mang giét ong David Wilson. Ong c6 quyén giit yén king..”

“To6i biét quyén loi ctia t61.”

“Bat cir diéu gi ong ndi c6 thé va s& duge dimg dé truy t6 chinh 6ng.”

“Cho mot chut. Cho mdt chitt.”” Cross ﬁérr} mHi. “T6i mudn n6i chuyén voi 6ng, Chi voi 6ng, Chi mdt gidy dong hd.” Hunt chén chir. “Ong mudn m diéu
phai, diing khong? D6 1a nhiing gi 6ng muodn the, ding khong? Con ba Huéng Pao Sinh.” Hunt dua 1én mdt tay ra hi¢u va canh sat dong phuc ti bude.



“Ong nén suy nghi vé& chuyén ong dang am. Ong nén suy nghi cho that k3.
“T6i khong can thiét phéi suy nghil Toi ¢6 trét bt ctia toa 4n.”

Cross nghiéng ngudi vao. Hai miét ctia ong chdp chdp & hai ngudi canh sat ddng phuc qua bo vai ctia Hunt va 10 thim thi ctia 6ng ta thdi hoi thd nong
bdng vao trong khdng khi. “Con trai cuia dng cling cd mit trén chi€c xe tai.”

Hunt bude ra chd khac. “Hén ta khong hé.”

“Hin ngdi & ghé dang trude khi Alyssa bi can dudi banh xe.”

“Toi khong tin 6ng,”

“Hén nhu thé nao trong subt ndm vira qua? Théng con trai ctia 6ng? Binh thuong? C6 phai cling théing con trai ctia 6ng nhu cach ddy mot nim qua? O,
dé t61 doan. Budn rau 1 rii? Bon chon lo lang? Poan giao voi dng, diing khdng? Hay lam diéu phai di Hunt. Véi gd dan 6ng, khong cé gi quan trong hon
gia dinh. Tat ca moi chuyén nay ciing tir 46 ma ra ca.”

Hunt nhin xung quanh san nha. Jack ki mot vét ban do phia dang sau ghé ngdi trén xe 6 t6 clia com. Gerald trong trang thai gan khoc. Vo Cross hai it
nham nghién khi ba lac hr va van nai than van. “T61 khong nghi gia dinh 6ng chiu dung n6i chuyén nay, Cross.”

“Hén I dira con trai duy nhat ctia 6ng, diing khong?”

Hunt tiép anh mt nhin ctia 6ng ta trong ba gidy dong ho.

“Hay lam theo € phai,” Cross noi.

Hunt 1t burde va ra hiéu cho hai vién canh sat ddng phuc. “Ong c6 quyén dai dién boi ludt su.”
Cap cong dugc l6ira.

Cross chéng cur, rdi bi vat ng, gao thét. Ong ta mét ca hai chiéc dép khi ho 16i kéo 6ng ta ra xe.

Gan sau gid sang khi Hunt rdi nha canh sét. Cross tir chdi khong khai bao, nhung moi chuyén tir Gerald duroc tudn ra o at nhu mrde thity triéu dang,
N6 tudn ra tir nic cam t4i 10i. Pon gian va thuan tuy. Thang con trai bi day vo tir bén trong,

Mt troi tao mot cljém d6 nhat nhoa khi con dudng ddc ngwoc Ién, nhung nha Hunt van con chim dam trong min dém Ong mo cira vao nha va dimg
lang I§ trong nha bép. Tiéng td lanh u u vang déu. Mot canh ctra ga-ra md ra & dau do cudi con dudng,

Hunt dét cdy sing va thé hanh su lén mat qudy. Nhitng bac thang the dai k&o ket dudi bude chan cia 6ng va 6ng cam thiy ludng gi6 nong khi dng md
ctra phong thang con trai. Han ta cudn minh trong chén, toc hanh vang, va tudi hon nhién da mat.

Qua khir.
Qué nhiéu ky niém ém dém

Hunt kéo céi ghé canh guong va ng01 xubng. Ong 4n céc dau ngdn tay vao hai mit va thiy nhimg ddm Ioe dién khiing quen thudc. Chuyén nay khong
thé 11 két cuc duge. Van con co quyén nang trong sur chon lwa. Hunt tin twéng nhu vay. Khong bao gior qué tré dé lam theo 1§ phai. D6i mbi ong méap

mdy trong yén king

Khong bao gity qua tré.

Hunt nhin anh con trai ngti, va d6i mdi clia ong mip my tro lai.

Nhéc lai no.

Mot 161 ciu nguyén ciia chinh ong.

Phai mét hai muroi phit Allen mdi tinh gidc, va d6 1a hai muroi phit dai nhat trong cude doi Hunt. Hai ln 6ng dimg Ién, nhung ca hai JAn 6ng déu ng01 lai,
cho den khi anh sang nhat va hdng cham da mit con trai cta 6ng. Do mét ctia hén rit ngly tho khi ching mé ra. “Ua, bd. Chuyén gi xay ra viy?” Hin
dui it va ngdi lén trén nhimg céi gbi.

“Con biét bd thirong yéu con, dung khong?”

“Pring. Chic chén. Chuyén gi...”

Hunt gjit thai d6 nghiém trang. “Con c6 dang bi virdng niic van dé gi khong, con trai?”

“Chuyén gi a? Khong.”



Hunt chdm nghiéng nguoi. “Cé diéu gi con mudn n6i cho bd nghe khong? Bt cir didu gi. BS vé ciing phe vdi con. Con va bd. Puoc khong?”
“Khong, bd. Khong ¢6 chuyén gi. Chuyén gi xay ra vay?”

Hunt chét diéng nguoi. Ong dat mjt ban tay trén canh tay anh con trai. “B6 ndm nghi mot lic.” Ong dimg Ién, rdi nhin xudng. “Hom nay B mdt ngly qua
nhiéu chuyén xay dén, Allen.”

“Y b 1a sa0?”

Hunt dirng lai & cira. “B6 s& thirc gidc néu con can bd.”

Hunt bang qua hanh lang va nim dodi nguoi trén giudng. Trong mot phit gidy, ca cin phong quay cudng, nhung 6ng cd sirc chong choi.
Tiéng gb cira dén s6m hon 6ng dam hy vong,

Ban dang doc truyén Khuic Céu Hon duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.

Chuong 62: Chuong 61

Johnny ngi lién tuc bay gio ddng hd, thirc mot ddi dé an 16t da, rdi lan quay ra ngi tiép. Cau nghe giong ctia me, mot lan, ndi chuyén véi Hunt, nhung
cam giac nhu mdt gide mo. Cau nghe nhitng 4m giong burc tire v tiéng ciia c4i gi d6 gy v&. Cau chuyén lién quan dén em gai Alyssa va anh con trai ciia
Hunt.

“T6i khong biét phai néi diéu gi, Katherine.”

Do 1a giong Hunt.

Mot ddi yén lang that liu. “T6i can ra ngoai cho khuy khoa.”

“Katherine...”

“Ong s& trong chimg Johnny chir ha?”

Cénh cira dong va Johnny tinh gidc. Khong phéi gidc mo. Hunt dtmg & cira s6 nhin me cu bude di. Johnny ngdi day va gidc mo lai dén vai cau. “C6 that
I Allen ciing ngdi trén chiée xe tai voi Gerald khong?”

“Cau da nghe vé chuyén d6 a?”

“C6 that vay khong?”

“Allen khong cam l4i.”

“Nhung héin biét moi chuyén xay ra ma lai khong khai béo.”

“B ctia Gerald B ong co va Allen ltic &y qué s héii, nhung t0i khong thé chay t0i cho hén ta, Johnny. Han da sai im”” Ngung mot lic. “Hn da tw di
ndp minh r6i. Han da bi cau hru. Han s€ bi trimg phat. Ca Jack ciing vay.”

“Trimg phat, nh thé nao?”’

“Chuyén d6 con tuy vao toa an vi thanh nién. Bon ho s€ phai di xa mdt thoi gian.”
“Nha tu?”

“Khong hén  nhur vay.”

Johnny ra khoi giwdng ngu. “T6i di tim cai d4,” cu noi.

“Puore 10, Johnny.”

Nude chay yéu 6t nhung 4mnong. Johnny tam hai An, sau d6 do dim nhing vét khu trén nguc cdu. Da thit d6 umg va dimdo lai; vét seo & méi i &
d6. Céu chai téc bing céi lrge ctia me. Hunt van & trong phong khi Johnny budc ra khoi phong tim.
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“DE chiu hon chwra?”” Hunt hoi.

“Me i van chua quay trd lai sao?”

“Ba 4y dang c ging quyét dinh xem ba Ay c6 nén cam ghét t6i khong,”

Johnny gt dau. N6 i mot chuyén rat nguoi Ién. “Toi duoc phép hoi ong mot chuyén hay khong?”
“Puoe.”

Ho ngdi bén nhau trén chlec giwong. Nhiing ngdn tay cta Johnny run lanh sau khi tim qua Au. Long ban tay ctia cau bong tréc da noi cac mun mrde v
tung, “Théng Jack tin rang nhiéu chuyén xay ra déu co Iy do.”

“C6 phai cau dang n6i vé Alyssa?”

Johnny khong chic cau c6 thé ndi nhiing gi theo y ctia cdu, cdu nhin vai. Cau linh cdm duoc sy cang théng ctia Hunt, rdi gidn ra, nhu thé ongtada quyét
dinh.

“Chung t6i tim dugc bay thi thé chdn gidu ¢ khu rimg ding sau nha g Jarvis. Toan ki tré em. Céu c6 biét didu d6 khong?”
“Me t0i c6 ni voi t6i vé chuyén nay.”

Hunt ]a1nganngalrmt ]annua saudo 1oira thm anh tir tti 4o khoéc. N6 1a tAm anh chyp hinh kham nghiém tir thi ciia g8 Meechum. Hinh chyp g3 ta tir
phén ngure trd én, trén trudng ndm trén chiée ban inox. “Pay c6 phai 1 gi dan ong ma cau thiy ngdi chung véi g Jarvis?””

Khudn mit g3 ta trdng rong lic chét va khong 6 thén khi méu séc gi ca, nhung Johnny nhan dién dugce gi. Cau git dau.
“Tai sao cdu nghi gi ta Ia com?”
“Ga ta mang cong va deo stng trén thit lung, Com thudng m nhur vy ma.”

Hunt cé} birc anh di chd khéc. “( ta 14 nhén vién an ninh ¢ thwrong xa. Ga va Jarvis ting syr trong quan ngii ciing nhau ¢ Viét Nam. Ca hai bi giai ngii voi
hanh kiém xau cing mdt lic. C6 nhiéu tin don dai...”

“Tin don loai gi?”
“Toan tin dong troi.”
Johnny nhtn vai. Cau da timg nghe nhiéu chuyén tuong ty.

“Ching [ nhimg ké thudc thanh phén bat hao, Johnny. Chiing lim nhitng chuyén tbi bai vi nhitng Iy do d6n mat va s& tiép tuc am nhw vy néu cau khong
c6 mat va lam nhitng chuyén nhur cau da lam.”

“T6i khong hé clru mang ¢6 bé Tiffany. Toi da ndi véi ong didu do.”

Hunt nhin qua cira s0. “Néu ga Jarvis khong ban ron véi cau trén duong phd, Tiffany s& khong thé dixa qua cannha. Ga s& bt duge o bé va giét chét.
C6 4y s& bo x4c & trong canh rung nhu nhirng nguoi khc. Jarvis va Meechum s& tiép tuc din siu vao toi ac giét nguoi. C6 thé ching s& giét thém vai
mang nita. C6 thé ching s& giét nhidu hon vay nira. Pidu t6i dugc biét 1 hai g bi chian dimg boi sw ¢6 mit clia cu trén con dudng khi cau & d6.”
Johnny cam nhan duoc cép mit ctia Hunt trén dinh diu minh, nhung céu khong thé nhin Ién.

“Causg kl}éng cq(') it trén con duong doé néu Alyssq khong bi thiét mang,” Hunt dat mit tay trén vai ctia Johnny. “Co thé d6 Ia ly do, Johnny. Co thé,
Alyssa chét di dé nhirng dira tré khac khong phai chét.”

“Jack nghii Freemantle xuit hién boi vi Chua sai phéi gi dén.”

“Jack ¢6 nhitng vAn d& 18 ra khong dira tré ndo ngoai kia phéi duong dau.”

“Hén nghi Chia giri thién str 1 dan qua dén dé i doa hin, va sai phai Freemantle dén dé budc hin phai dwong dau voi thue té hén da m”
“Toi khong biét gi vé& chuyén do, Johnny.”

“Lan cudi cting t6i cAu nguyén, t0i da cau xin Chia ba diéu. Toi xin Ngai chAm dut nhitng vién thude séi, va cho gia dinh t6i duoc doan tu. Nhitng
chuyén d6 da xayra.”

“P6 moi chi 12 hai didu.”



Johnny nhin Ién, va it cdu danh lanh nhu ngoc thach. “Toi cau nguyén cho g Ken Holloway chét di. Toi cAu nguyén cho gi chét mdt céch cham rdi va
khing khiép.” Cau nglig lai, cap mat den long lanh. “T6i cau nguyén g chét trong sg hii.”

Hunt m6 mom, nhung Johnny d& noi trurée khi ong ta ¢6 thé ndi bat cir diéu gi. Cau hinh dung doi mit cia @i Ken Holloway khi dnh sang doi ngudi tit
ngimdi trong do. Cau thay chicc bong ctia con qua vuron Ién, sy rung chuyén ctia bong 61 “Ga Levi Freemantle da trao tang dicu d6 cho t61,” Johnny
ndi. Toinghi d6 1 ly do tai sao Chuia sai phai g& dén.”

Hunt ¢6 mdt budi gap nit tré trong ngiy voi luat sur cua anh con trai, sau d6 6ng dd xe trudc cira trai tam giam, mot khdi bé- -tong tho xu, nhop nhia
chiém dong ca mdt day phd khong xa Bm tir toa an. Allen bi giam giir trong do. Hn thich nghi ciing tam on, Hunt nghi; nurde mat héin dAm dia khi hin
thi tdi voi ong bd — hbi han va ti then va t6i 16i — 101 can dam khi ca hai ciing di ¢én nha canh sat. Ky trc cudi ciing ctia 6ng vé anh con trai 1 khuon mit
ctia con khi cénh cira bang sat dong sam gitta 6ng va con.

Ong tat may va budc vao cong chinh ctia trai giam Ong cét giri vii khi va vao bén trong, Ong biét nhing nhn vién cai huén trong ndy, va ho ciiing biét
ong, Mot ngudi vo hung 6ng, vai nguoi gat dau thong cam, ciing c6 ngurdi nhin 6ng lanh ing, “T6i can gip no.”

Ong nhan vién cai hudn ngdi déng sau ban Bm viée néi nho nhe va dit khoat. “Ong biét t6i khong thé kim duoc didu nay.”
Hunt biét nhur vy. “Ong ¢ thé giri cho nd mdt 1oi nhén duoc khong?”

“Chéc chdn roi.”

“Ong n6i voi n ring t6i co dén day nhé?”

Nguoi si quan cai hudn nga ngudi ra phia sau. “Toi chéc chéin hén s& nhan dwoc 16i nhén.”

“N6i véi n6 ngay bay gior,” Hunt yéu cau. “Khong phéi t6i da dén ddy. Néi véi nd ring t6i dang co mit & day.”

“Chuyén quan trong nhur vy sao?”’

“C6 su khac biét trong d6,” Hunt n6i. “T6i s€ cho.”

Khi Hunt o trai giam, 6ng ngdi & hang ghé d4 cach d6 hai day pho. Bau trdi cao vdi voi khong mdt vi sao. Gia dinh 1 16p v boc. Sau vai phit di qua,
dién thoai ctia 6ng reo vang, Bac si Trenton Moore & dau gidy bén kia. “T6i c6 danh thitc 6ng khdng vay?” ong ta hdi.

“Céi co hoi d6 khong c6 dan.”

Neung mot d6i. “Toi da nghe vé chuyén con trai ong. Toi rat tiéc.”

“Camon, bac si. Toi trén trong diéu ny. Anh goi tdi ¢ Iy do ndo khac khong?”

“Syr that thi ding, ding nhur thé.” Ong ta hing giong va dwong nhw ngén ngai mt cach la King,

“Um Ong c6 ranh khong?”

Bac sikham nghiém tir thi im viéc ¢ tang ham ctia mdt bénh vién. Hunt chang bao gio' thich thi gi di viéng tham noi chén dy, déc biét 1a ban dém. Beén
thép sang rdi rac trong hanh lang that dai. Tuong bé-tong duong nhu muon toat md hoi. Hunt di qua phong quan sat, ddy ngin kéo lanh chira xac, nhing
can phong hiu quanh tich mich, va sy ling thinh cta céi chét. Bac st Moore dang ghi 4m trong phong lam viée khi Hunt g5 ctra. Bac st Moore nhin Ién, su
vui sudng todt 10 trong anh mit ciia 6ng. “Vao ddy, vao ddy.” Ong ta budng cai miy ghi 4m xubng va voi tay Hy binh ca phé trén chiéc ban nho phia sau
minh. “Ong udng ca phé chir?”

“Puogc. Pen. Camon.”

Ong 16t ca phé vao hai ly nhira x5p nho, dua mdt ly cho Hunt. ‘”Iruoc tién,” bac s Moore 161, “t6i nén dua cho ong nhiing thir ndy.” Ong 16i ra mot tui
nhya dyng tang vat tir ngin kéo va quang n6 1én ban. N6 roi xuong nang né va toat nh sang kim loai. Hunt camno lén, thay né duoc dankin va ghi
ngiy thing, ky t€n boi bac stkham nghiém tir thi. Ong lan chiée thi trén long ban tay va dém duoc sau vién dan voi vo thép khong ri va 16 dui ¢ dau mii
dan. “P¢ t6i doan xem, dan.32 dau rong?”

“Tir t0i phai phia trude ctia gi Freemantle. Ngoai trir quén 4o, d6 14 tai san duy nhét gi ta c6 trong ngudi ic chét.”

“A, diéu nay tra 161 mot cau hoi”

“Cau hoi gi?”

“Tai sao mt g2 com van con hanh phtic hit tho khi trdi, va quan trong hon ca, ¢6 thé, tai sao tlﬁng con mudi ba tudi ctia g khong bi truy t6 vé t6i cd
sat.”” Hunt nhét tii tang vét vao trong tui 4o khoac. “Camon.”

“Dumg nhic Qén chuyén do.” Ho nhdm nhi ca phé va nhing gidy phit yén ling kéo dai ra. “Noi vé chuyén cau hoi.” Bac st Moore lan banh xe ghé ngdi
tién vé phia dang trude. Ngudi ng ta nho thd va chic nich, tran day ning hrong khién 6ng ta kho 1ong ma ngdi yén. “Cé mot vai diéu bi an trong cong



viéc t6i lam, Tham tir. Nhirg cau hoi khong ¢6 cau tra 10i? Bing, lic nao cling Ehé. Nhung ma khong ¢ chuyén gi b 4n ca. Co thé con nguoi, troi oi, 14
mit thiet bi rat dé doan trude duge. Cir lan mo theo cho bi hur hong va nd s¢ dan dat minh dén nhfrng noi cl}én, dan minh di dén két luan, xac dinh duoc
nguyén do va hiu qua.” Nang luwong lai mdt 1an nita birng sang trong anh mit ctia bac si Moore. “Ong ¢ bict t6i da tirng kham nghiém tir thi bao nhiéu
ca khong?”

‘Khéngﬂ’

“Dén ca t6i ciing khong nhé 16, nhung nhidu im. Hang trim. C6 thé nhidu hon vay. Thét sy mdt ngdy ndo do t6i ciing nén dém lai tat ca.”

Hunt nhdm nhi ly ca phé. Binh thirdng 6ng s€ kho chiu, nhung lic ndy ong ciing khong 6 noi nio dé di. Bac st Moore gb nhip ngon tay xuéng mit ban,
cap mat ngoi sang, da dé tng hong. “Ong ¢4 tin twéng vao nhiing chuyén huyén bi khong, Tham ttr?”” Hunt mé miéng nhung bac st Moore khoat tay.
“Khéng phai nhitng thir bi an ma 6ng phai dwong dau hang ngay dau.” Ong nghiéng qua ban lam viéc va bum hai ban tay lai v6i nhau nhur thé bong bé ca
cai thé gioinhd bé & giita trong d6. “Chuyén huyén bi to 1én, Tham ttr a. Chuyén thyre. Chuyén dong troi.”

“T6i khong hiéu y anh im”

“T6i mudn chi cho 6ng thiy vai chuyén.” Bac st Moore gio mit tap 1o so va dimg Ién. Ong bude ngang can phong va bét cong tic méy doc phim
X—quang. Anh sang nhap nhdy, r6i sau d6 on dinh.

“Bén canh mdt ghi chii nhd trong ban bao céo, toi dan do chia sé chuyén nay.”” MOt nu cudi dé chimg, “Toi con phai suy nghi V@ tiéng tim ciia t6i nira.”
Bac si Moore ly to phim chyp tia X—quang trong tap hd so va ddy phap né dinh vao may roi. Hunt nhdn ra cu triic ctia phan than trén con nguoi.
Nhimng khiic xuong xau dudng nhur toa sang. Nhirng cho khong dinh dang duroc chi phan té bao mém. “Levi Freemantle,” Moore néi. “Déan éng trudng
thanh. Bon muroi ba twoi. Co the to lon. Nhiém tring rat ning. Suy dinh dudng & mirc do bao dong. Thay chd nay khéng?”” Ong chi vao tam phim. “Pay
14 noi 6ng ban gi. Pau dan di vao chd niy. Xuong vai bi giy ngay 16 ra ctia dau dan. Thay khong?”

“Toi khong hé ¢6 y dinh giét ga.”

“Ong da khong giét ga.”

“Y béc si b nhur thé nao?”

Bic siMoore imngo cau hoi. “Xemndy.” Ong ta lin md ngdn tay it tré theo mdt Ein tréing tho xiL. “Day B mdt canh ciy, mdt loai gd climg ndo d6. Soi,
phong. Khong phai chuyén mon cua t6i. Nan nhan bi vat niy dam vao ngudi bang cach ndo d6. Khiic cdy nay gion, khong myc rira. Lom chom Thay
nhig goc canh bén nhon khong? Chd nay va chd nay. Rét kho noi tir tamphrm nay, nhung duong kinh ctia nd gap d6i ngon tay ap it cia 6ng. Co thé
gAp rudi ngdn tay cai. N6 dam vao tir chd ndy, ngay dudi c4i xwong swon thdp nhét phia bén tay phai, rdi trd goc xuyén thing qua 14 gan tir bén ndy qua
bén kia. N6 lam hur hong nhidu ni tang va lam rach mot 16 ba phan trong dai trang,”

“T6i khong hiéu.”

“Pay | chin thurong rat ning, Tham tir.”

“Duge 16i.”

Bic siMoore quay budc di chd khéc, roi tro lai. Ong gio cao ca hai tay va Hunt cam nhdn duoc sy hoang mang tuyét vong cua 6ng. “Cai nay...” Ong di
chuyén hai tay ong qua tAm phim X—quang, 16i dimg lai. “Day 1a vét thwong chi mang. Néu khong giai phiu ngay p tic, nan nhan s& tir vong, Gi ta 18
ra phai chét nhiéu ngay trude khi 6ng bin gi.” Bac si Moore lai gio ca hai tay lin nita. “Téi khong am sao gii thich durgc.”

Durdng nhur ¢6 mdt con ring minh cham vao Hunt giira hai ba vai. Ca bénh vién dé ap xudng, Ong hinh dung cp niit héo hirc ctia bac siMoore, nhitng
céu chat van ctia ong ta vé nhitng chuyén huyén bi to tat. “C6 phai y anh muon n6i d6 1a dieu ky di¢u khong?”

Bic siMoore nhin thm phim X—quang, va anh sang may roi phong chup mot 16p anh sang trang nhot trén khuon mit ctia 6ng. Ong dat ba ngon tay én
hinh anh canh gb 1ém chom xuyén thing vao hong ctia Freemantle. “Téi ndi rang toi khong lam sao gii thich dwoc.”
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Chuong 63: Chuwong 62

S¢r Xa hoi dén doi mang Johnny di ngay ngay hom sau. Cau bam chéit Hy tay me khi hai can sy xa hoi dimg bén canh cira xe dang m6. Hoi nong béc kn
khoi bai dau xe. Nhirng chiéc xe lao nhanh trén con duong bon Ian xe. “Me lam nhitng ngdén tay ctia con bi dau,” Johnny thi thao. Me cau budng loi niu
kéo khi ba n6i chuyén voi Hunt. “Khong con cach nao khac sao?”

Hunt ciing danh phai chip nhdn. “Sau tit ca nhig gi d xay ra, bao hrc, truyén thong, ho ciing khong con chon hra ndo khéc.” Ong dimg lai va nhin vao
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d6i mét ctia Johnny. “Chuyén nay chi trong mdt thoi gian ngéin. T6i s& thay mét me cau kén tiéng. Chiing t6i s& dan xép 6n thoa chuyén nay.”
“Ong hira nhé?”
‘:[‘J':?)

Johnny nhin vao chiéc 6 t6 va mdt phy nir nd nu cudi. Cau 6m choang Ky me. “Con s& khong sao dau,” cau néi. “Ciing gidng nhur di xa mbt thoi gian
thoi.”

Céu leo vao trong xe. Va cau chuyén trong thang t6i I nhur vay. Nhu mot chuyén di xa. Gia dinh bao tro tam dung ctia c4u thét tir t& nhung giit khoang
cach. Ho ddi xir voi cau nhur thé 101 ndi niing c6 thé im cau ton throng, thay vao dé ho dong kich ctr y nhu khong ¢6 chuyén gi khac thurong xdy ra. Ho
lich sur khong hé khiém khuyét chd ndo; nhung cau thudng bét gip ho vao budi tdi, theo ddi churong trinh tin tirc, doc nhat bdo. Ho Fic dau ngao ngin va
tur hoi An nhau: “Nhitng chuyén nhu vy s& anh huong nhur thé nio dén mot thing nhdc?”” Johnny nghil ¢6 18 ho ngi trong ngdi nha khoa chit ctra. Cau
nghi dén c4i nhin cta ho s& nhu thé ndo néu, chi mot 1an, vao mot dém khuya, céu lic cai nim van khod cira.

Toa 4n yéu cau Johnny phai dén gip bac sitamly, va cau da lam nhu Vay, nhung g3 do 1 mit ké ngé ngan Johnny néi véi gi nhitng gi g3 can nghe. Céu
dién ta nhitng gidc mo' turéng tuong vé syt nham chan trong nha va ni rang cau ngi ngon gidc suot dém dén sang. Cau thé khong con tin twong vao quyen
ndng ctia nhitng thir khong thiy dugc, khong c6 linh vat hay ma thuat hay dan chim den sam Iy cép linh hon ngudi chét. Cau khong con tha thiét dén
ban giet ai, khong tha thiét tw lam hai chinh minh hay ngwrdi khac. Cau ndi lén camxtc chén that ve cai chét ctia ong bo va c6 em gai cu. N6 la noi dau
kho tiéc thuong, thuan tuy mdt sy mat mat dau quén that rudt gan. Cau yéu quy me minh. Diéu d6 ciing 1a sur thit. Nguoi ta quan sat cdu va dua ra
nhirng nhan xét. Sau d6 cau khdng con phai dieu tri tiép nita.

Thi nhur vay do.

Ho cho phép Johnny gap me mot ]anmo1 tudn c6 sur gidm sat. Haime con dira cong vién, ngdi xubng dudi bong mat. Tuln ndo ba ciing mang thur cla
Jack den Hién viét it nhat mot 14 mbi ngiy, doikhi nhiéu hon. Hén khong bao gio néi vé cai noi ho giri hén dén t6i t& nhur thé ndo. Khong bao gio néi vé
i gihc, ngdty thang ctia hén. Jack n6i phan 16n vé an han va tii nhuc va chi Johnny 1 dibu t6t nhét dbi v6i cude doi ciia hin. Han 16i vé nhing chuyén
chmgttrng]amcungvmnhau, nhig du dinh hai dira toan tinh cho twong lai. Va hin van nai xin duoc tha thr. Hén két thiic tit ca nhimg 14 thur ctia héin
d&u cling mjt diép khiic nhur vay.

Johnny, lam on.

N6i v6i t6 tui minh la ban di.

Johnny doc tit ca thr, nhung khong bao gior dap 16i. Ching nim gon trong chiéc hop dung gidy & dudi gim girdng nha gia dinh tam dung ciia cau.

“Con nén viét thur tra 101 Jack,” me ciu c6 1An nhiic nhd nhur Vay.

“Sau khi nhitng chuyén da xay ra? Sau khi nhitng gi hén da m?”

“N6 13 thing ban t6t nhét ctia con. B n6 danh gy tay n6. Hay nghi vé& chuyén do.”

Johnny Iic dAu. “C6 ca triéu JAn hin ¢6 thé ndi véi con. Ca triéu cach khdc nhaw.”

“N6 con tré, Johnny. Ca hai dira con con qua tré.”

Johnny dam dam nhin nguoi giam thi do toa an chi dinh trong khi y trdng chay long vong trong tri 6¢ ctia cau. “Con da tha thit cho anh con trai ctia
Tham tir Hunt chua?”

B me nhin theo anh m¥it nhin ctia Johnny. Ngudi giam thi ngdi & cai ban picnic gan bén. Ba ta trong néng birc trong b vest miu xanh qua day cho thoi
tiet mua nay. “Con trai Hunt thi sao?”” Ba hoi, am giong tr xa. “Han duong nhu cling con rat tré.”

“Me dang hen ho voi Tham tir Hunt a7”
“Dém tang ctia bd con 1 ngaty mai, Johnny. Lam sao me c6 thé hen ho ai?”
“Chuyén d6 khong sao ma, con nghi vay.”

Me cau bép nhe canh tay cau va dimg ddy. “Dén gid di con.” Nguoi gidm thi toa 4n dang dén gin. “Con c6 bd dd vest ding khong?” ba hoi. “Ca ca-
vat nira?”’

¢ 6V él]g. 2
“Con thich ching khong?”

“Conco.”

Ho con duge bén nhau vai gidly ngin ngii. Lan ké tiép ho gip g0 s& i i mai tang cho ngudi ho yéu kinh nhit. Nguoi giam thi dimg & khoang cach



chimg vai mét. Ba ta tré vao chiéc dong hd, va khuon mit phan anh mot cai gi d6 nhur 1 an han.

Me Johnny quay di chd khac, doi miit ngdi sang. “Me s& don con s6m.”

Johnny nim By tay ba va bop nhe. “Con s& sin sang.”

Hai tang € cing mdt liic. BS va con g, hai quan tai canh nhau. Hunt goi dién thoai can thi¢p, va trong sur né tinh, nghia trang duoc phong ta dé bao vé
gia dinh khoi nhiéu nguroi to mo va gioi truyén thong. Linh myc khong phai 1a 6ng linh myc béo phi, mit d6 timg nhur Johnny nhd 15 trong bong toi ti mi.
Ong ndy & tubi trang nién, dang ngudi mure thurde va nghiém trang, khin choang lAm I ctia ong linh myc mau trang, 4o khodc long lanh. Ong giang vé sur
lra chon va quyén ning cua tinh yéu Thién chua.

Quyén néng,

Ong 1am cho chit nghiia cét cao 101 hat, do vay Johnny cti dau khi 6ng lam 8.

Quyén ning cta tinh yéu Thién chia.

Johnny ctii ¢du nhung ndit van dan chét 1én hai ¢§ quan tai va thinh thoang ngudc 1én bau trdi xanh cao.

Bau troi cao vi voi, trong rong,

Ba tuén sau tang I&, ba Katherine dimg trong sén ctia mdt ciin nha hai phong ngi dugce chidm séc twom tat. N6 c6 hang hién mai che déng trudc, hai
phong tam, va san vuron 6n nhat, xanh nhat ba co6 thé tim duoc. Nha bép moi vira duoc tring tu lai. Cudi con duong 1 can nha ma Johnny tirng song
trong suot cudc doi cau, trir di khoang thoi gian nim wira qua. Ba hy vong s€ nua lai can nha dd, nhung so tién boi thurong bao hiém nhan tho cuia chong
ba phai du tiéu dung cho dén khi ba xoay so xac dinh s€ lam gi voi cudc doi ctia chinh ba. Lam thé nao dé kiemke sinh nhai cho ba va con trai ba. Ba
nhin vé phia cuoi con duong, r6i sau d6 budng trdi suy nghii. Can nha nay c6 mdt cai choi cat trén cay, mdt con rach chay ngang qua sén sau nha.

Nhur vy 1 trom tit.

Khi Hunt ra kh6i céin nha, 40 ong w6t ddm md hoi. Mot chim bong gon chét cach nhiét dinh bam phia déng sau dau ong. Ong xoay ngudi va nhin cin
nha. “N6 chac chan day,” ong ndi. “Mot can nha tuyét dep.”

“Anh c6 nghi Johnny s& thich n6 khong?”
“Anh nghi viy. Chéc chén n6 s& thich diy.”

Ba Katherine 1ong ngong dui dau ba. “Johnny s& v& nh vao ngiy mai. Hai me con em can mdt thoi gian, anh biét mi. Chi riéng hai me con. Thoi gian s&
giiip me con em 6n dinh va tim duoc mot mau s6 chung cho nhip di€u ctia doi song,”

“Nhung trong khoang mot théang hay gi 46, emnghii ¢ thé anh nén dén day ding com tdi voi me con em.”

“Chuyén do that tuyét.”

Ba Katherine gt dau, lo Fing, so hii va khong chic chan. Ba quay lai va nhin can nha. “N¢ trong that sw twrom tat chir ha?”
Hunt nhin méi khuén mét ba. “No tuyét voi.”
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Chwong 64: Vi Thanh

Cai ndng nong ctia mia hé chi con 14 ky tre nhat nhoa khi Johnny va me cau l4i xe 6 t6 dén Rimng Vinh hing, Hom d6 Ia Thir bay, troinga vé chiéu.
Nhitng hing cAy cao wiit che khuét chiéc xe khi ba li. Trudc mit, anh sang mit trdi xuyén qua 16 chd, va ho ¢6 thé thay nhitng cot d4 granite va nhitng
bui dau den. “Me khong thé tin con da tirng ra ngoai nay.”

“Binh tinh di me.”

“Chuyén gi ciing c6 thé xay ra ngoai nay.”

Johmny tro tay. “Nghia trang & phia déing kia.” Ba li xe nhanh nhét ¢6 thé, sau d6 ho ra khoi xe. Johnny dan ba di xuyén qua chd cit trong lim cdy.


http://ebookfull.net

“Tham tir Hunt n6i g duoc chon cét & day hoi tudn roi. Mot vai ngudi ban clia me gi chung tién mai tang,” Ho budc b xa hon. Nudce son trén hang rao
van mau tring. C6 moc dai tham thurot va bt dAu dom hat. “Doi khi con ciing nén ra ngoai ndy va cit co.’

“Thoi dimg, con,” ba ndi, nhung Johnny da suy nghi vé chuyén ndy. Ho budc bd dén noi Levi Freemantle diroc chon cét. Dét cat dao con méi. Con gai
3 duge chon ngay phia ding sau g, va ca co bé cling ¢ duoc dat bia md mdi toanh. “Sofia,” Johnny n6i. “D6 1 tén ciia ¢6 bé.” Ho nhin vao tim bia clia
Freemantle. Trén d6 ghi ngdy thang niim sinh va nam mét. Chir khéc trén bia don gian.

Levi Freemantle

Héu du¢ cudi cing cuia Isaac.

“Con da d¢ém nhitng bia m0,” Johnny n6i. “Céi démma con ¢ ngoai nay. C6 ba nguoi trong ho bi xir gido.” Johnny tr6 vao nhiing tAm bia md nho, Iom
chom & ngay goc ciy soi to Ion. “Va bon nmuroi ba hiu du¢ ctia Isaac Freemantle. Bay gio 1a bon muroi im.”

Ho nhin hang bia m bang d4 ném chong tro' dai dau ném théng “Néu ma Isaac ciing bi giét, bi xir giao nhur nhing ngwdi khac, thi khong mdt ai trong ho
sinh ra, dugc song hodc chét di.”

“Ong ¢ t6 ctia con 1 mdt nguoi dan ong tuyét voi.” Mot ddi yén ling. “Va bd con ciing vy.”

Johmny gat dau, khong tai ndo cat tiéng thanh 101, Ba tié’p' tuc, “gA Ken Holloway I con ngudi t€ bac, ngay hom do, cting nhur nhimg ngdy truée day. Ba
x0a ¢0 tay, noi ma nhitng vét seo van con hin dau vét cat sau cia dy dan duong cam. “Chiing ta rat c6 thé da chét néu khong c6 Levi Freemantle.”

Yén ling. Anh sang it troi chiéu trén mit ¢4 ciAm thach moi cét.

“Ga ndi v6i con doi sdng 1 mot vong tron.”

Me céu nhin hing cay, rdi nhimg hing bia md. Ba dat tay trén vai Johnny.
“C6 thé 1a nhur vy.”

N,ém hom do, Johnny Yiét thur cho Jack. Cu ké cho hin nghe moi chuyén xay ra trong sudt ca thang trdi tir ngity hiin di xa. Phai mt mudi trang dé ké
hét sy tinh. Cau ghi xuong dia chi giri dén: Jack Cross, Ban Toi.
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